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India reacts to ISKCON monk’s
arrest, bail denial in Bangladesh

Maharashtra still
awaits its next CM
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Hailing the Constitution
as a “living stream”,
Prime Minister

Narendra  Modi on Tuesday
said the sentiment of ‘nation
first’ will keep the
Constitution alive for
centuries to come. Recalling
the words of President
Rajendra Prasad in his
concluding address to the
Constituent Assembly on
November 26, 1949, PM Modi
said he had stated that India
does not need anything more
than a group of honest people
who will keep the country’s
interests above their own. 
Addressing an event marking
Constitution Day celebrations
at the Supreme Court, Modi
the Constitution has now
been fully implemented in
Jammu and Kashmir and
Constitution Day was
celebrated there for the first
time there.  “Our Constitution
makers knew that India’s
aspirations, India’s dreams will
reach new heights with time.
They knew that the needs of
Independent India and its
citizens will change,
challenges will change. That is
why they did not leave our
Constitution as just a mere
book of laws. Rather, they
made it a living, continuously
flowing stream,” Modi said,
adding that the Constitution is
acting as a “guiding light” at a
time when India is going
through a period of
transformation. 
“Today every citizen of the
country has only one goal, to
build a developed India,” he
said at the event which was
attended by Law Minister
Arjun Ram Meghwal, Chief

Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna
and Supreme Court Bar
Association of India President
Kapil Sibal, among others.
India is going through a
period of transformation and
at such an important time, it is
the Constitution of India that
is “showing us the way and is a
guiding light for us”, PM Modi
said. 
Asserting that Indians should
get speedy justice, PM Modi
said that for this a new
judicial code has been
implemented. “The
punishment-based system has
now changed to a justice-
based system,” he said.
Speaking in a lighter vein
while concluding his address,
PM Modi said, “I have tried to
keep within the boundaries of
the job designated to me by
the Constitution. I have not

tried any encroachment. I
have tried to put forward my
views within the boundaries.
Only a hint is enough here,
there is no need to say much.”
Chief Justice of India Sanjiv
Khanna elaborated concerns
in the judiciary, including
backlog of cases, delays, costs
of litigation, access to justice,
and trust deficit in the
system. He elaborated on
some of these issues while
highlighting efforts to address
them. He highlighted the
backlog of cheque-bouncing
cases, which constitute nine
per cent of pending cases in
trial courts. He also
highlighted the limited
success of plea bargaining,
compounding, and probation,
as an area requiring legislative
intervention.
“The backlog of check

bouncing cases in our district
courts have reached an
alarming proportion - nearly
nine per cent of the cases
pending in the trial court.
Data also reveals plea
bargaining has been a non-
starter. Compounding and
probation have not gained
acceptance. Perhaps these
require legislative
interference,” CJI Khanna
said. 
The CJI also drew attention to
the disparity between the
judicial workforce and the
prison population. With
approximately 20,000 judges
at the district level and 750
High Court judges, the
judiciary handles a prison
population of 5.23 lakh.
Despite this disparity, data
reflects efficient case
handling, he said.
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Taking strong exception to
attacks on minorities in

Bangladesh, India on Tuesday
noted with “deep concern” the
arrest, and denial of bail, to
Hindu leader Chinmoy
Krishna Das there and urged
authorities there to ensure the
safety and security of Hindus
and all minorities.
Bangladesh police on Monday
arrested Das, the leader of the
Hindu group, Sammilita
Sanatani Jote, from the Hazrat
Shahjalal International
Airport area in Dhaka.
In a statement, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) said it
has noted with “deep concern
the arrest and denial of bail”
to Das who is also the
spokesperson of the
Bangladesh Sammilit Sanatan
Jagran Jote. “This incident
follows the multiple attacks
on Hindus and other
minorities by extremist
elements in Bangladesh,” it
said.
There are “several
documented cases” of arson
and looting of minorities’
homes and business
establishments, as well as
theft and vandalism and
desecration of deities and
temples, the MEA flagged.
“It is unfortunate that while
the perpetrators of these
incidents remain at large,
charges should be pressed
against a religious leader
presenting legitimate
demands through peaceful
gatherings,” the statement
said.
The MEA also noted with

concern the attacks on
minorities protesting
peacefully against the arrest of
Das.  “We urge Bangladesh
authorities to ensure the
safety and security of Hindus
and all minorities, including
their right of freedom of
peaceful assembly and
expression,” it added.
Das was reportedly arrested
on charges of sedition and his
bail application was rejected
by the Chittagong
Metropolitan Magistrate
Court. The court, noting that
the police did not request Das’
remand, ordered his transfer
to judicial custody.
It also directed that he be
granted all religious
privileges during his
detention. He was arrested on
charges of disrespecting the
Bangladeshi flag during a
rally he addressed in October,
according to Bangladeshi

media reports.
Hindus in West Bengal have
announced plans to protest
and block the Petrapole
Border if bail is not granted
to ISKCON’s Chinmoy Das.
Meanwhile, Suvendu
Adhikari, a senior Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) leader, said
the party would hold protests
in front of the West Bengal
Assembly over the situation
in Bangladesh. A torch rally is
also planned.
Concerned at the arrest of
Swami Chinmoy Krishna Das
a senior sadhu of
International Society of
Krishna Consciousness,
Bangladesh the ISKCON has
appealed to the Indian
Government to take up the
issue with the Government
on the other side of the
border so as to secure the
release of the monk at the
earliest.
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On a day when he
continued to put up

covert resistance to Bharatiya
Janata Party’s plans to name
its senior leader Devendra
Fadnavis as the next Chief
Minister of Maharashtra,
Eknath Shinde on Tuesday
tendered his resignation as
the CM, to Maharashtra
Governor CP Radhakrishnan
after the completion of the
five term of the outgoing
government. However, the
Governor asked Shinde to
remain as the caretaker CM
till the new government
assumed office in the State.
Fadnavis and Ajit Pawar,
both of whom are Deputy
CMs in the outgoing
government, were present
when Shinde tendered his
resignation from his post
as the CM to the Governor
at Raj Bhavan. “The
Governor has asked the
Chief Minister to continue
to hold the charge of his
post till alternate
arrangements are made,” a
communiqué from Raj
Bhavan said.
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SC asks for
creative ways to
deal with unruly
air passengers 

EVMs are tampered when you
lose, and fine if you win: SC

Mewar dynasty descendants spar in bizarre battle royale
��1
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The descendants of Rajput
ruler Maharana Pratap,

who fought against the
mighty Mughal emperor
Akbar nearly 450 years ago,
have now had to deal with a
family to complete the rituals
of accession to the “throne” in
Udaipur. Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) MLA Vishvaraj
Singh Mewar, was challenged
by his uncle  Arvind Singh
Mewar and his son Lakshyaraj
Singh Mewar who allegedly
denied him entry to the
‘dhuni’ (sacred fire) temple in
the palace premises and then
to Eklingnath Ji temple to
finish the ritual.
This led to a heated

confrontation on Monday
night as tensions flared
between two factions of the
erstwhile royal family of
Mewar, resulting in stone
pelting, injuring several
persons and a standoff at the
historic City Palace. 

The clash followed the
coronation of BJP MLA
Vishvaraj Singh Mewar as the
77th Maharana of Mewar
earlier that day at Chittorgarh
Fort. On Tuesday, the district
administration of Udaipur
appointed a receiver to

manage a disputed area of the
City Palace. The issue stands
unresolved. However, the
situation is under control,
district officials said.
Property dispute is at the
core of this entire episode,
which apparently has turned
into the battle of supremacy.
City palace and Eklingnathji
temple are under the control
of Arvind Singh. A stand-off
between Vishvaraj Singh
and his cousin Dr Lakshay
Raj Singh Mewar followed at
the gates of the historic city
palace after  Vishvaraj Singh
Mewar was refused entry
into the palace, which is
now run by a trust managed
by his cousin and uncle
Shreeji Arvind Singh
Mewar.
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday called for creative

ways to deal with unruly air
passengers, while directing
the Centre and Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) to frame more
comprehensive guidelines to
control unruly air passengers
guidelines in accordance with
the international norms.and
observed “something
creative” had to be done. A
Bench  of Justices B R Gavai
and KV Viswanathan was
hearing a plea filed by a 73-
year-old woman, on whom a
male co-passenger allegedly
urinated in an inebriated
condition on board an Air
India flight in November,
2022.
Interestingly, during the
hearing, Justice Viswanathan
recalled an incident involving
drunk passengers on a flight
while travelling with another
Supreme Court judge, Justice
Surya Kant . “We had a recent
experience during air travel.
Two male passengers were
fully drunk. One went to the
washroom and slept off. The
other one, who was outside
and had a bag to vomit. The
crew was all women. For 30 to
35 minutes no one could open
the door. The crew then
requested my co-passenger to
open the door and take him
out to the seat. It was a 2.40
hours flight,” the judge
revealed.
Justice Viswanathan, who
was on a Bench with Justice
BR Gavai, hearing the plea,
asked Solicitor General
Aishwarya Bhati to instruct
the authorities concerned to
examine and suitably modify
the existing guidelines on
unruly passengers, in line
with the international
norms. 
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Two low-intensity explosions occurred
outside as many bar-cum-lounges, one of

them owned by rapper Badshah, in the Sector
26 area of Chandigarh early Tuesday. No
casualties were reported  The blasts occurred
outside De’Orra and Seville. Seville is
reportedly owned by the rapper. The
explosions shattered De’Orra’s glass windows.
In CCTV footage, an unidentified person was
seen throwing something towards the lounge
and thereafter a cloud of smoke emerged.
Sources said two suspects came on a
motorcycle.
Police said they received a call reporting a
“loud sound” from the area around 3.25 am. A
police team recovered jute rope pieces from the
spot.  A team from the Central Forensic
Science Laboratory collected the samples,
police said.
Chandigarh Deputy Superintendent of Police
Dilbag Singh Dhaliwal told media an
investigating officer who responded to the call
found broken glasses at the scene.  An FIR has
been lodged and an investigation was
underway, Dhaliwal said.
Puran, a worker at one of the clubs, said though
the joint was closed, there were seven to eight
workers inside at the time of the incident. He
said they heard a loud sound around 3.15 am
and rushed outside. They found broken glass,
but did not spot anyone, he added.
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The Supreme Court on Tuesday
indicated that a level of

hypocrisy is attached to criticism
about the Electronic Voting
Machine (EVM), saying “EVMs are
tampered when you lose and fine if
you win”. The oral remark was made
by Justice Vikram Nath before
dismissing a petition filed by
evangelist KA Paul, who sought a
judicial order to return to paper
ballots. As the petitioner pointed out
that even prominent leaders like
Chandrababu Naidu and YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy had raised concerns
about tampering with EVMs, the SC
Bench  remarked, “When
Chandrababu Naidu or Mr Reddy
lost, they said that EVMs were
tampered and when they won, they
didn’t say anything. How can we see
this? We are dismissing this. This is
not the place where you argue all of
this.” Petitioner KA Paul referenced
Elon Musk’s remarks who had
suggested that EVMs could be
tampered with.
Apart from ballot paper voting, the
plea sought several directions
including a directive to the Election
Commission to disqualify candidates
for a minimum of five years if found
guilty of distributing money, liquor or
other material inducement to the
voters during polls.
When petitioner-in-person KA Paul
said he filed the PIL, the Bench  said,
“You have interesting PILs. How do
you get these brilliant ideas?”. The
petitioner said he is the president of an
organisation which has rescued over
three lakh orphans and 40 lakh
widows.

“Why are you getting into this
political arena? Your area of work is
very different,” the Bench  retorted.
After Paul revealed he had been to
over 150 countries, the Bench  asked
him whether each of the nations had
ballot paper voting or used electronic
voting.
The petitioner said foreign countries
had adopted ballot paper voting and
India should follow suit. “Why you
don’t want to be different from the rest
of the world?” asked the Bench .
There was corruption and in June
2024, the Election Commission
announced they had seized Rs 9,000
crore, Paul responded. “But how does
that make your relief which you are
claiming here relevant?” asked the
Bench , adding “if you shift back to
physical ballot, will there be no
corruption?”.
Paul claimed CEO and co-founder of
Tesla, Elon Musk, stated that EVMs
could be tampered with and added
TDP chief N Chandrababu Naidu, the
current chief minister of Andhra
Pradesh, and former state chief
minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy had
claimed EVMs could be tampered
with.

Two low-intensity explosions
outside Badshah’s lounge
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Constitution is a guiding light: PM
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I Jaibir S/o Sh. Khemchand 

R/o Village Gonder, Sub Tehsil 

Nissing, District Karnal declare that 

my son Ashok Kumar is not of 

control. I disown him from my 

moveable and immovable 

property. He will be responsible for 

his transactions, good-bad, legal-

illegal activities. 

I  Kanta Kumari W/o Late Sh 

Satish Gulati R/o  H.No- 996/1 

Kaith Majri , Ambala city inform that 

my Son Pancham Gulati has 

involved in So many anti-social 

activities &  out  of  my control. So 

I disown my Pancham Gulati from 

my movable and immovable 

properties.  I and my family will not 

be responsible for any kind of 

transaction or legal or illegal work 

done by him. 

We  Madan Lal   Dogra S/o 

Late Sh. Swami Dass Choudhary  

& Smt Gauri  Devi  W/o Sh. Madan 

Lal  Dogra R/o H.No- 32, R.K 

Puram Behind, Bal Car Wash , 

Jandli Ambala city inform that our 

Son Naveen Dogra & his wife 

Vijeta  are out of our control. So we 

disown both of  them  from our 

moveable/ immovable properties. 

We and our family members will 

not be responsible for any kind of 

transaction or legal or illegal work 

done by them. 

I, Naresh Kumar Goyal S/o 

Late Sh. Ram Kumar Goyal R/o H. 

No. 37/19C, Devi Bhawan Colony, 

Hisar-125001 (Haryana) declare 

that my son Sahil Goyal & his wife 

Muskan are out of my and my 

family's control. Therefore I evict 

them from my movable/immovable 

property. if anyone deals with them 

in future then he/she will take 

his/her own risk. 

We Satbir Singh S/o Late 

Capt. H.S. Mehar and Swaranjit 

Kaur W/o Satbir Singh R/o 1426, 

Sector 34-C, Chandigarh declare 

that our son Jaspreet Singh and 

his wife Aasmeet Kaur are out of 

my control. So we disown them 

from all our moveable/ 

immoveable properties. If anybody 

deals with them they will do their 

own risk/responsibility. 

I, Harpal Singh Dhesi S/o 

Gulzar Singh Dhesi & Suminder 

Kaur Dhesi W/o Harpal Singh 

Dhesi R/o V. Sang Dhesian, Tehsil 

Phillaur, Distt. Jalandhar declare 

that our adopted son Gurvinder 

Singh Dhesi & his wife Amandeep 

Kaur are out of our control. So we 

disinherit them from all our 

moveable and immovable 

properties. The person doing the 

transactions with them will be 

responsible himself. There will be 

no responsibility of us and our 

family. All concerned please note. 

We, Sunil Verma S/o Late Mr. 

Dharamveer Verma and Mrs. 

Neeru Verma W/o Mr. Sunil Verma 

R/o village and Post: Nesbauk, 

Tehsil Bal, District Mandi, 

Himachal Pradesh declare that our 

Son Aditya Verma and his wife 

Sonakshi is not in our Control. We 

disown our Son and his wife from 

our Movable and immovable 

Properties. Anybody dealing with 

them will be solely responsible for 

his/her legal and illegal Activities. 

We and any of our family member 

have nothing to do with him. 

ਮ� ਅਮਰੀਕ ਿਸੰਘ ਪੁਤੱਰ ਦਰਸ਼ਨ 

ਿਸੰਘ ਵਾਸੀ ਮਕਾਨ ਨੰਬਰ 43, ਓਲਡ ਮਾਤਾ 

ਗੁਜਰੀ, ਗਲੀ ਨੰਬਰ 9, ਖਰੜ, ਐਸ.ਏ.ਐਸ. 

ਨਗਰ ਮਹੋਾਲੀ ਨੇ ਆਪਣੇ ਪੁਤੱਰ ਸਰਬਜੀਤ 

ਿਸੰਘ ਨੰੂ ਕਿਹਣ ੇ ਤ# ਬਾਹਰ ਹਣੋ ਕਰਕ ੇ

ਆਪਣੀ ਚਲੱ-ਅਚਲੱ ਜਾਇਦਾਦ ਤ# ਬਦੇਖਲ 

ਕਰ ਿਦੱਤਾ ਹ,ੈ ਉਸ ਨਾਲ ਲੈਣ-ਦਣੇ ਕਰਨ 

ਵਾਲਾ ਆਪਣ ੇ ਨਫ-ੇਨੁਕਸਾਨ ਦਾ ਖਦੁ 

ਿਜੰਮਵੇਾਰ ਹਵੋਗੇਾ। 

We, Lalit Kumar, Rakesh 

Kumar Bansal & Sandeep Kumar 

S/O Late Ishwar Dayal Alias 

Ishwar Dayal Bansal  R/O 377 

Daria, Chandigarh Declared That 

We Have No Relation With Our 

Real Brother Nitin Kumar S/O 

Ishwar Dayal Alias Ishwar Dayal 

Bansal And His Wife Mrs. Deepa 

Gupta & Their Children. If They 

Will Do Any Misbehave/ Misdeed 

Things We Are Not Responsible 

For Their Acts, Things, Omission & 

Commissions. 

I, Bandhana Rani resident of 

Rampura Phool, Distt. Bathinda, in 

my son's 10th CBSE board 

certificate roll number 13149342 

session 2021-22, my name is 

recorded as Bandhu Dhalla and 

my son's name as Tanveer Pratap 

Singh, which is incorrect. My Child 

actual Name is Tanveer Partap 

Singh Dhalla And My Name is 

Bandhna Rani. Please Correct My 

Name as Bandhna Rani and My 

Child Name as Tanveer Partap 

Singh Dhalla in my Son’s 10th 

Certificate of CBSE Board. 

I, Amarjeet Singh S/o 

Sh.Satpal R/o VPO Bhanderi tehsil 

Gohana Distt Sonipat (Haryana) 

declare that my name written in my 

pancard Harish Kumar S/o Rajesh 

Kumar and Date of birth mention 

11-3-2001 . have changed my 

name and Date of birth Harish 

Kumar S/o Rajesh Kumar to 

Amarjeet Singh S/o Satpal and 

date of birth 11-03-2006 for all 

future purposes 

I, Karamjeet Kaur W/o 

Darshan Singh R/o Vill: Ganga Abli 

Ki (Bathinda) Pb, declare that my 

son Raghveer Singh Service 

record my name wrongly entered 

Karmjeet Kaur. But my correct 

name is Karamjeet Kaur. so 

amended my name from Karmjeet 

Kaur to Karamjeet Kaur in my son 

service record. 

I, Rajan or father of No. 

15332425F Rank Hav Sareesh O 

R R/o VTC & Po. Edathirinji, Distt. 

Thrissur, State-Kerala-680122 now 

at unit 15 Engr Regt C/o 56 APO 

declared that my name Rajan OR 

and DOB 01-07-1959 is wrongly 

entered in my son’s service 

records. But my correct name is 

Rajan O R and DOB 23-11-1958 

vide affidavit dated 26-11-24 by 

notary distt court Bathinda. 

I, Valsala mother of No. 

15332425F Rank Hav Sareesh O 

R R/o VTC & Po. Edathirinji Distt. 

Thrissur, State Kerala-680122 now 

at unit 15 Engr Regt C/o 56 APO 

declared that my name Valsala 

and DOB 01-07-1963 is wrongly 

entered in my son’s service 

records. But my correct name is 

Valsala T K and DOB 08-11-1959 

vide affidavit dated 26-11-24 by 

notary distt court Bathinda. 

I, Raji Father of No. 

15799881H Rank Nk Munivel R 

R/o No. 58 Aeri Vattam, 

Poongulam, Vaniyambadi VTC & 

Po. Poongulam, Sub Distt. 

Vaniyambadi, Distt-Vellore State-

Tamil Nadu-635710 now at unit 

322AD Regt C/o 56 APO declared 

that my DOB 15-07-1963 is 

wrongly entered in my son’s 

service records. But my correct 

DOB is 07-03-1960 vide affidavit 

dated 26-11-24 before notary distt 

court Bathinda. 

I, Arockia Dass father of No. 

16117381A Rank NK Irin Raj A R/o 

273, Anna Nagar, Street NA 

Gangupattu, Po. Gangupattu Distt. 

Tiruvannamalai State-Tamil Nadu-

606804 now at unit 15 Engr Regt 

C/o 56 APO declared that my 

name Arockia Dass and DOB 01-

07-1960 is wrongly entered in my 

son’s service records. But my 

correct name is A Arockiadass and 

DOB 06-09-1961 vide affidavit 

dated 26-11-24 by notary distt 

court Bathinda. 

I, Vanitha Mother of No. 

15799881H Rank Nk Munivel R 

R/o No. 58 Aeri Vattam 

Poongulam, Vaniyambadi VTC & 

Po. Poongulam, Sub Distt: 

Vaniyambadi Distt-Vellore State 

Tamil Nadu-635710 now at unit 

322 AD Regt C/o 56 APO declared 

that my DOB 12-08-1970 is 

wrongly entered in my son’s 

service records. But my correct 

DOB is 01-06-1968 vide affidavit 

dated 26-11-24 before notary distt 

Court Bathinda. 

I, Sreekala IR spouse of No. 

15332425F Rank Hav Sareesh O 

R R/o VTC & Po. Edthirinji, Distt. 

Thrissur, State-Kerala-680122 now 

at unit 15 Engr Regt C/o 56 APO 

declared that i have changed my 

name Sreekala IR to Sreekala I R 

vide affidavit dated 26-11-24 by 

notary distt. Court Bathinda. 

I, No. 15332425F Rank Hav 

Sareesh O R S/o Rajan O R R/o 

VTC & Po. Edathirinji, Distt. 

Thrissur State Kerala-680122 now 

at unit 15 Engr Regt C/o 56 APO 

declared i have changed my son’s 

name Akshath OS to Akshath O S 

vide affidavit dated 26-11-24 by 

notary distt. Court Bathinda. 

I, No. 15799881H Rank Nk 

Munivel R R/o No. 58 Aeri Vattam 

Poongulam, Vaniyambadi VTC & 

Po. Poongulam, Sub Distt: 

Vaniyambadi Distt-Vellore State 

Tamil Nadu-635710 now at unit 

322 AD Regt C/o 56 APO declared 

that i have changed my son name 

M. Thiyash to Thiyash M vide 

affidavit dated 26-11-24 by notary 

distt court Bathinda. 

I, Panchami spouse of Lakhi 

Taye R/o Vill: Bamun Doloni Po. 

Pohumara PS-North Lakhimpur 

Ditt. Lakhimpur, Assam, have 

declared that my name Panchami 

is wrongly entered in my husband 

service records. But my correct 

name is Panchami Taye vide 

affidavit Dated 12-11-24 

Lakhimpur. 

It is for general information 

that I, SUNIL S/o Rajpal, R/o 

House No-213, Gali No-4, Rajiv 

Puram, Phoosgarh, Phusgarh 

(Part) (2), PO-Phoosgarh, Dist-

Karnal, Haryana - 132001, declare 

that name of mine and my wife has 

been wrongly written as Sunil 

Kumar and Sonia respectively in 

my minor Daughter Khushi aged 

16 years In 10th Class School 

Certificate Cum Marksheet. The 

actual name of mine and my wife 

is Sunil and Sonia Verma 

respectively, which may be 

amended accordingly. 

I, Harpreet Singh Narwal S/o 

Satpal Singh R/o Village Bhulana, 

PO Bariana, Distt. Hoshiarpur 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Harpreet Singh Narwal 

to Harpreet Singh. Concerned 

note. 

I, Amanpreet Singh Bindra 

S/o Varinder Singh R/o 1402, 

Village Farkpur, Jagadhri 

Workshop, Distt Yamuna Nagar 

declare that in my Policy no. 

20813132 of PNB Met Life my 

name written as Aman Preet 

Singh. Aman Preet Singh and 

Amanpreet Singh Bindra both are 

my name, one and the same 

person. 

I Hitherto Known As Neelam 

Alias Santosh W/O Naveen Kumar 

Residing At House No.1021, Ward 

No.12, Para Mohalla, Near 

Balimiki Mandir, Rohtak, Haryana-

124001 Have Changed My Name 

And I Shall Hereafter Be Known As 

Santosh. It Is Certified That I Have 

Complied With Other Legal 

Requirements In This Connection. 

I, Sher Singh S/o Joginder 

Singh R/o Village Chainpur, Tehsil 

Lopoke, Distt. Amritsar Punjab 

have changed my name from Sher 

Singh Sandhu to Sher Singh. 

I, Puran Lal S/o Hari Ram 

R/o #702 PEC Campus Sector -

12, Chandigarh My name in my 

Pan  card is Pooran Chander and 

father's name is Harish Parshad 

wrongly entered. My correct name 

is Puran Lal and father's name is 

Hari Ram. Please correct in my 

Pan  card.  In future known me this 

name. 

I Princi Garg W/o Parveen 

Garg R/o D2/10 GF, DLF Valley, 

Pinjore, Amarawati Enclave, 

Panchkula P.O.-Chandimandir 

Cantt Distt  Panchkula HR have 

changed my name from Princi 

Garg  to Princi. 

I,  Liyaqat Ahmed S/O Sagir 

Ahmad R/O.  # 36, Village – Railly, 

Sector 12-A, Panchkula, Haryana. 

I Have Changed My Name From 

Liyaqat Ahmed To Liyaquat 

Ahmad. 

I, Harwinder Singh S/o 

Kuldeep Singh R/o House no 982, 

Ward no 5, Sector 4, Chhaju majra 

colony, Kharar, SAS Nagar Mohali 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Harwinder Singh to 

Harwinder Singh Sasan. 

I, Sachin Prakash Shahir S/o 

Prakash Vithoba Shahir R/o House 

no- 1675, Sector- 7, Urban Estate, 

Karnal declare that I have changed 

my son’s name from Shorya 

Sachin Shahir to Shourya Sachin 

Shahir for all future purpose. 

I Amit s/o Krishan lal r/o 

h.no.59 Adarsh nagar Panipat 

declare that I  change my name 

From Amit jain to Amit and in future 

I will be called and known as Amit. 

I, Anu D/o Manjit Singh R/o 

Randhawa Brota PO Sandhra 

Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

changed my name from Anupreet 

Kaur. Concerned note. 

I, Harinder Singh S/o Dilbag 

Singh R/o Fateh Nangal, Distt 

Gurdaspur have changed my 

name from Harinder Singh to 

Harinder Singh Chahal. 

Concerned note. 

I, Sukhwinder Kaur W/o 

Harinder Singh Chahal R/o Fateh 

Nangal, Distt Gurdaspur have 

changed my name from 

Sukhwinder Kaur to Sukhwinder 

Kaur Chahal. Concerned note. 

I, Vikas Kumar, S/o Sh. 

Jamna Dass and Rajani, W/o Sh. 

Vikas Kumar, R/o Village Dishti, 

P.O7. Sainj, Tehsil Sunni, District 

Shimla, H.P., Declare that I am 

Father/ Mother of Gitansh 

Kashyap and he is my minor son 

That I have changed name of my 

son from Banni Kashyap (Old 

Name) to Gitansh Kashyap (New 

Name). All concerned please note. 

I, Uma Shankar Mutreja S/o 

Ved Parkash R/o H. No. 170, 

P.L.A., Community Center, Hisar 

(Haryana) 125001 declare that I 

have changed my name from Uma 

Shankar Mutreja to Uma Shankar 

for all future purpose. 

This is to inform the general 

public that Mr. Girish Vasuja, son 

of Mr. Gulshan Rai Vasuja, 

Resident of House No. 719A, 

Sector 15A, Hisar, Haryana, is also 

known as Girish Rai Vasuja. Both 

names refer to the same person. 

For any clarifications or legal 

matters, please consider this 

declaration. Issued in public 

interest.  

I, Manoj S/o Inder Singh R/o 

H. No. 1334, Sector 16-17, Hisar 

(Haryana) 125001 declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Manoj to Manoj Sanga for all future 

purpose. 

I, Chanderawali W/o Nihal 

Singh R/o VPO Kharkhri Makhwan 

(40), Tehsil Tosham, Distt. Bhiwani, 

Haryana declare that my 

husband’s PPO Number my name 

and date of birth is mentioned as 

Devi Smt Chandro and DOB 06-

07-1947 which is wrong. My 

correct name is Chanderawali and 

date of birth is 01-01-1943. I want 

to correct my name and date of 

birth from Devi Smt Chandro 

(DOB) 06-07-1947 to 

Chanderawali (DOB) 01-01-1943 

in my husband PPO Number.  

I, Nirmal Goyal W/o Sh. 

Amar Nath Goyal R/o H. No. 1555, 

First Floor, Sector-33, Hisar, 

Haryana-125001 declare that in 

my some documents my husband 

name is mentioned as Amar Nath 

but his correct name is Amar Nath 

Goyal as per my Aadhar Card. I 

want to change my husband name 

from Amar Nath to Amar Nath 

Goyal in my current and all future 

documents.  

I, Amar Nath Goyal S/o Sh. 

Hari Kishan Goyal R/o H. No. 

1555, First Floor, Sector-33, Hisar, 

Haryana-125001 declare that in 

my some documents my name is 

mentioned as Amar Nath but my 

correct name is Amar Nath Goyal 

as per my Aadhar Card. I want to 

change my name from Amar Nath 

to Amar Nath Goyal in my current 

and all future documents.  

I, Deepika Goyal W/o Sh. 

Ankit Goyal R/o H. No. 1555, First 

Floor, Sector-33, Hisar, Haryana-

125001 declare that in my some 

documents my name is mentioned 

as Deepika Bansal but my name is 

changed after marriage as 

Deepika Goyal. I want to change 

my name from Deepika Bansal to 

Deepika Goyal in my current and 

all future documents.  

I, Deepika Goyal W/o Sh. 

Ankit Goyal R/o H. No. 1555, First 

Floor, Sector-33, Hisar, Haryana-

125001 declare that my son 

Namish Goyal birth certificate my 

name is mentioned as Deepika but 

my correct name is Deepika Goyal. 

I want to change my name from 

Deepika to Deepika Goyal in my 

son’s all documents.  

I, Pawandeep Kaur Kwatra 

D/o Joginder Singh R/o H.No. 59, 

Indra Colony, Gali No.3, Chabhal 

Road, Amritsar, Punjab have 

changed my name from 

Pawandeep Kaur Kwatra to 

Pawandeep Kaur. 

I, Jasmeen Kaur Kwatra W/o 

Chandan Rajput R/o 1905, 2 D 

Wing Estella, JP North Garden 

City, Vinay Nagar, Near Western 

Hotel, Village Ghodbunder Road, 

Kashimira, Mira Road Road (E), 

Thane-401107 have changed my 

name after marriage from 

Jasmeen Kaur Kwatra to Jasmeen 

Kaur. 

I Manjeet Nanda W/O 

Abhishek Nanda R/O 1398, Sector 

40B Chandigarh, Declare That In 

Records  My Name Is Mentioned 

As Manjeet Kaur Instead Of 

Manjeet Nanda. My Correct Name 

Is Manjeet Nanda. 

I, Vinay Dalal son of Shri 

Karan Singh Dalal resident of TC-

739 Ground Floor CHD Sector 45 

Karnal state that I have changed 

the name of my daughter from 

Aavni Dalal to Avani Singh.Her 

name was written as Aavni Dalal in 

all her documents which has now 

been corrected to Avani Singh in all 

her government documents and 

certificates. Now I declare that my 

daughter should be known and 

recognized as Avani Singh. 

I, Smt. Jaswant Kaur W/o 

JC-117418 Late Sub Nirmal Singh 

R/o VPO Dhoot Kalan Tehsil & 

Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

changed my date of birth from 01-

01-1947 to 10-08-1940. 

Concerned note. 

I, Kartar Singh S/O Shri 

Basakha Singh, R/O House No 

422, Sector 12 A, Panchkula, 

Haryana Have Changed My Name 

From Kartar Singh To Kartar Singh 

Alavadhi. 

I,  Bhukhali Devi W/o 

Shriparshad Singh # 3421, Sector 

45-D, Chandigarh have changed 

my name to Shukhali Devi. 

I, Parshad Singh S/o Jagat 

Singh # 3421, Sector 45-D, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name to Shriprasad Singh. 

I, Rajesh Verma S/o  Bhai Lal 

# 1106, Kishangarh Chandigarh 

have changed my name to Rajesh 

Saroj. 

I, Meenu W/o Sachin Kumar 

R/o # 326, 1st floor, sector 46A 

Chandigarh declare that I have 

changed my name from Meenu to 

Meenu Lothiya. 

I Deepak Kumar Sardana 

S/o Sh. Mohan Lal Sardana R/o 

House No.13A, Subhash Colony, 

Karnal have changed my name 

from Deepak Kumar Sardana S/o 

Sh. Mohan Lal Sardana to Deepak 

Kumar S/o Sh. Mohan Lal. 

I, Isha Bindlish W/o 

Sh.Lokesh Garg R/o House 

no.3308 sector -19 D Chandigarh 

changed my name from Isha 

Bindlish Garg to Isha Bindlish. 

I, Rahul Aggarwal S/o Ashish 

Aggarwal R/o # 1006 Sector 17, 

Panchkula have changed my 

name from Rahul to Rahul 

Aggarwal. 

I, Surjeet Kaur W/o Sispal 

R/o  Munarheri (24), PO Sarsehri, 

Ambala Haryana, Have Changed 

My Name From Surjeet Kaur To 

Sukhjeet Kaur. 

I Yash Pal S/o Sh. Jaswant 

Ram R/o H.No-1219 Sec-9, Urban 

Estate Ambala city have changed 

my name from Yash Pal to Yash 

Pal Chaudhary. 

I  Neelam Chaudhary W/o  

Sh. Yash Pal Chaudhary  R/o 

H.No-1219, Sec-9, Urban Estate 

Ambala city have changed my 

name from Neelam Chaudhary to 

Neelam . 

I, Surinder Paul S/o Nader 

Chand R/o H.No.60, new friends 

colony, behind singla nursing 

home, model Town Panipat 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Surinder Paul to 

Surinder Paul Bathla. In future I 

should be known as Surinder Paul 

Bathla. 

I, Poonam W/o Harpal  Singh  

R/o # 152, Ram Nagar Colony, 

Jagadhri, Distt Yamunanagar have 

changed my name from Poonam 

Devi to Poonam. 

I, Vickey Kumar S/o 

Jungsher Pal R/o # 1272, Gomti 

Gali, Jagadhri, Distt Yamunanagar 

have changed my name from 

Bhushan to Vickey Kumar. 

I, Rekha Dutta W/o Sanjiv 

Kumar R/o Vill. Mandauli, P.O. 

Kalanaur, Distt Yamunanagar have 

changed my name from Rekha to 

Rekha Dutta. 

I Sunita Arora W/o Surjit 

Singh R/o H.No.176, Vill. Faridpur, 

P.O. Kabri, Tehsil & Distt. Panipat, 

I have changed my name from 

Sunita Rani to Sunita Arora for all 

purposes. 

I, Abhishek, son of Shri 

Vinod, resident of village Kalron, 

Tehsil Gharaunda, District Karnal, 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Abhishek to Abhishek 

Rana so that in future I should be 

known as Abhishek Rana. 

I, Simran Saini Daughter of 

Jai Dev Singh residing at Lane 

No.12, Adhunik Vihar, Mamun PO 

Mamoon District Pathankot-

145001 Punjab declare that my 

Father and Mother name has been 

wrongly written as Jai Dev Saini 

and Promila in my Matriculation 

Certificate. The actual name of my 

Father and Mother is Jai Dev 

Singh and Promila Saini 

I, Mukesh Kumar Mahajan 

S/o Girdhari Lal Mahajan R/o 

H.No.49-A, Gokal Avenue, Majitha 

Road, Amritsar have changed my 

name from Mukesh Kumar 

Mahajan to Mukesh Mahajan 

I, Balraj Kaur Boparai W/o 

Harjinder Singh R/o H.No.11 Atwal 

Colony Cantt Road Jalandhar 

have changed my name from 

Balraj Kaur Boparai to Balraj Kaur 

I, Jagroop Singh Dhaliwal 

S/o Budh Singh R/o Vill Haraj PO 

Bariwala District Sri Muktsar Sahib 

Have changed my name from 

Jagroop Singh Dhaliwal to Jagroop 

Singh 

I, Manjeet Kaur W/o Harbans 

Singh R/o Patti Baguana Vill Vallah 

District Amritsar have changed my 

name from Manjeet Kaur to Manjit 

Kaur 

I, Gurtinderjit Singh Sandhu 

S/o Chanan Singh R/o Village Kotli 

Dhadian PO Parowal Tehsil Batala 

District Gurdaspur have changed 

my name from Gurtinderjit Singh 

Sandhu to Gurtinderjit Singh 

I, Inderjeet Kaur Sandhu W/o 

Gurtinderjit Singh R/o Village Kotli 

Dhadian PO Parowal Tehsil Batala 

District Gurdaspur have changed 

my name from Inderjeet Kaur 

Sandhu to Inderjeet Kaur 

I, Jasnoorpal Singh Sandhu 

S/o Gurtinderjit Singh R/o Village 

Kotli Dhadian PO Parowal Tehsil 

Batala District Gurdaspur have 

changed my name from 

Jasnoorpal Singh Sandhu to 

Jasnoorpal Singh 

I Balraj Singh S/o Wassan 

Singh Residant of Village 

Mattenangal PO Gore Nangal, 

Tehsil Ajnala, District Amritsar have 

declared that Singh is my surname 

and Balraj is my given name. 

I, Jaskaranbir Singh S/o 

Rawail Singh R/o Village Dhariwal 

PO Bagga Kalan Tehsil Ajnala 

Amritsar have declare that my 

Given name is Jaskaranbir Singh I 

have changed my name Singh 

Jaskaranbir to Jaskaranbir Singh. 

I, Rajiv Kumar, Son Of 

Janeshwar Dass, Residing At A-

49, Second Floor, Gali No 21, 

Mahendra Park, Delhi-110033, 

Have Changed My Name From 

Rajiv Kumar  To Rajiv Kumar Jain 

For All Purposes. 

I, Suprashita Daimari Legally 

daughter of Service No. JC-

342684-F, Rank - Sub, Name - 

Gopal Daimari, Unit - 65 ENGR BR 

REGT (PMS) Permanent residing 

at Salpara Bangaon, Pub Salpara, 

Nagaon, Assam, 782125. I have 

changed my name from 

Suprashita Daimiri to Suprashita 

Daimari. 

I, Sandeep S/o Sh. Randhir 

Singh R/o H.No. 109-D, Palam 

Vihar Ambala Cantt declared that I 

have changed my name from 

Sandeep to Sandeep Singh. 

I, Tarang Sandhu W/o 

Mandeep Singh Brar R/o 42-C, 

Silver City Extention, Zirakpur, 

Distt. SAS Nagar,  have changed 

my name Tarang Sandhu to 

Tarang Sandhu Brar. 

I,  Jyoti W/o  Balvinder R/o 

VPO Ahar Distt Panipat, have 

changed my name from Jyoti Devi 

to Jyoti. 

I, Mohit Sammi S/o Ram 

Chander R/o H. No. 468, Shiva 

Enclave, Bhabat, Zirakpur, Distt. 

SAS Nagar, have changed my 

name  from Mohit Sammu to Mohit 

Kapoor. 

I, Suresh Kumar S/o  Ghelar 

Ram  Village Uperli Ambari PO 

Malan District  Kangra (HP)  

declare that in my PAN  No. 

AMHPK2334E  name of my father 

wrongly written Daler Ram  

whereas his correct name is  

Ghelar Ram. 

I, Harjit Kaur W/o Ranjit 

Singh, Salodi, Ludhiana, have 

changed name to Harjeet Kaur. 

I,  Monika W/o  Mohinder 

Kumar Uppal, VPO Daroli  (Upper) 

Tehsil Shri Anandpur Sahib, 

District Rupnagar, declare that in 

some documents name of my 

husband  written as Mohinder 

Kumar whereas his correct  name 

is Mohinder Kumar Uppal. 

I, Ravinder Kumar  S/o 

Charanjit Lal  R/o.H.no.2604 Gali 

No.1, Shimla Market Putlighar 

Amritsar have Changed my name 

to Ravinder is my given name and 

Kumar is my surname 

I, Harjinder Singh   S/o 

Lakhwinder Singh   R/o.vpo  

Ruriwala, Tehsil & District  

TarnTaran have Changed my 

name to  Harjinder is my given 

name and  Singh  is my surname 

I,  Saurabh Arora  S/o  

Pawan Kumar Arora  R/o. 

H.No.14-B,  Green Acre, Ajnala 

Road Airport Road Amritsar 

Punjab Have Changed my name  

to  Sourab Arora. 

I, Richa Aggarwal W/o  Vikas 

Kumar R/o Barwala (246), 

Panchkula, Haryana have 

changed my name from Richa 

Aggarwal to Richa Garg. 

I, Shailinder Singh Lakhanpal 

S/o Devinder Singh R/o H.No. 674, 

S.S.T. Nagar, Rajpura Road, 

Patiala (Punjab) have changed my 

name from Shailinder Singh to 

Shailinder Singh Lakhanpal. 

I, Roopa wife of 

No.JC286210L Sub(AIG) Ajay Pal 

Singh Residing of Village Banali 

PO. Banali Tehsil Dhanolity Distt. 

Tehri Garhwal (Uttrakhand) Pin- 

249175, have changed my name 

from RUPA to ROOPA Vide 

Affidavit Dated 26 November 2024 

before at Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Preeti Tiwari (Aadhar No. 

5548 9543 8264) W/o Dhruv 

Wadhwa R/o Tanda Road, B. 

Shankar Iron and Steel Co. Post 

office Industrial Town, Jalandhar 

have changed my name after 

marriage from Preeti Tiwari to 

Preeti Tiwari Wadhwa. All 

concerned please note. 

I, S Sankarapandi Presently 

Resident At Ramalingapuram, 

Vill/Po- Vannivelampatti, Distt- 

Madurai, State- Tamil Nadu Pin-

625702. Have Changed My 

Daughter Name From S Sivasakti 

To S Sivasakthi Vide Affidavit 

No.In-Pb82317879836016w 

Dated 25-11-2024 Before Notary 

District Court Gurdaspur Punjab. 

I, Priya D/O Toti Ram R/O 

Prem Nagar Bohrawala Batala. 

Punjab. Have Changed My Name 

From Priya To Priya Kumari. 

I, Bishno Devi W/O 

Charandas Jargal R/O Prem 

Nagar Takhiatehsil/Distt- 

Gurdaspur. Punjab. Have 

Changed My Name From Bishno 

Devi To Vishno Devi Charandas 

Jargal. 

I, Service No.15152600Y 

Rank Bhm (Dmt) Nishan Singh 

S/O Nirmal Singh R/O Village- 

Gadrian, Po- Naushehra Majja 

Singh, Tehsil/District- Gurdaspur, 

State- Punjab, Pin-143518, India. 

Declare That In My Army Service 

Record My Son Name Pradeep 

Singh Is Wrong. But My Son Name 

Pardeep Singh Is Correct. Vide 

Affidavit No. In-

Pb82831887520434w Dated 

26-11-2024. Before Notary Public 

Gurdaspur Punjab. 

I, No.13619149N Ex Hav 

Sukhwant Singh S/O Sh Sarup 

Singh R/O Vpo- Dakoha Tehsil- 

Batala, Distt- Gurdaspur, State- 

Punjab. Have Changed My 

Daughter Name From Sukhpreet 

Bhinder To Sukhpreet Kaur. 

I, No. 4564024M Ex Hav 

Surjeet Singh resident of Village 

Dhaki Nimmo, PO. Gharota, Tehsil 

and Distt Gurdaspur (Punjab) have 

changed  the name of my daughter 

from Tamanna Salaria to Tamanna 

vide Affidavit No. IN-

PB82319284189948W Dated 25 

Nov 2024 before Executive 

Magistrate Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, Smt Sita Devi wife of No 

1031616L Ex Nk Late Baldev 

Singh resident of Village and Post 

Office Gho, Tehsil & Distt 

Pathankot (Punjab) have changed  

my name from Sarla Kumari to 

Sita Devi vide Affidavit No. IN-

PB82421369892007W Dated 25 

Nov 2024 before Executive 

Magistrate Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, No 4481999P Ex Sep Bodh 

Raj Singh resident of Village Najo 

Chak, PO. Narangpur, Tehsil & 

Distt Pathankot (Punjab) have 

changed  the name of my mother 

from Geetu Devi to Geeto Devi 

vide Affidavit No. IN-

PB82928735697467W dated 

26-11-2024 before Executive 

Magistrate Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, Sukhwinder Kaur w/o 

Rajpreet Singh Brar, r/o H.N.233 B 

Block Sirsa, Distt. Sirsa Haryana, 

have changed my name from 

Sukhwinder Kaur Aulakh to 

Sukhwinder Kaur. Concerned 

please note. 

I, Sachin Singla S/o Sh. 

Vijay Singla, R/o Model Town, 

Kalanwali, Teh. Kalanwali, Distt. 

Sirsa, have changed my minor 

daughter's name from Hazel to 

Hazel Singla. 

I, Hitan S/o Sh. Mangat Rai, 

R/o Model Town, Kalanwali, Teh. 

Kalanwali, Distt. Sirsa, have 

changed my name to Hitan 

Kumar. 

I, Mitesh S/o Nirmal Kumar 

R/o Gali Bawri Wali, Noharia 

Bazar, Sirsa have changed my 

name to Mitesh Aggarwal. 

Concerned note. 

I, Divya Mittal W/o Mitesh 

Aggarwal d/o Vinod R/o Gali Bawri 

Wali, Noharia Bazar Sirsa have 

changed my name to Divya 

Aggarwal. Concerned note. 

I, hitherto known as Ria 

Marwaha W/o Vijay Kumar 

Marwaha R/o 210, Green Avenue, 

Street No. 10, Kala Sangha Road, 

Near Pani Wala Tubel, Jalandhar, 

Punjab-144002, have changed my 

name and shall hereafter be 

known as Riya Marwaha. 

I, Kamla Rani W/o Surinder 

Pal R/o VPO. Boparai Kalan, 

Tehsil Nakodar, Distt. Jalandhar-

144630, Punjab have changed my 

name to Given name as Kamla & 

Surname as Rani. 

I, Parmjeet Kaur W/o Jagir 

Singh R/o Vill. Habibwal, Po. 

Ibrahimwal, Distt. Kapurthala, 

Punjab have changed the spelling 

of my name from Parmjeet Kaur to 

Paramjit Kaur. 

I, Thara Ram S/o Vaishakhi 

Ram R/o H.No. W.Q-7, Pacca 

Bagh, Jalandhar declare that 

Thuru Ram as well as Thara Ram 

is one and the same person. 

I  Army  No.  4074156L  Ex 

Hav  Vijay Kumar S/o Chattar 

Singh resident of  VPO  Sundana,  

District Rohtak  (Haryana) have 

changed my  son  name in my  

Army  Records  from  Vishal 

Kumar (existing name) to  Vishal 

(Proposed new name)  My son 

Vishal correct /actual DOB is  

25.01.2002  instead of  

25.12.2002 as per my  son Matric 

Certificate Aadhaar/PAN Card . In 

future My son shall may be known  

written and called  as Vishal  (DOB 

: 25.01.2002) for all work 

purposes,  Vide  Affidavit dated  22  

Nov 2024 before Ist class 

magistrate  Kalanaur (Rohtak) 

I, Jharnna Das Mother of 

No.14656151Y Hav  Sudipta Das 

resident of Village- Amin Pur, Post- 

Deganga, Tehsil- Barasat, District- 

North 24 Parganas, State- West 

Bengal, Pin-743423, have 

changed my name from Jharnna 

Das to Jharna Das Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB82345659384123W 

dated 25 Nov 2024 before notary 

public Pathankot 

I, No.2811975P L/NK Patil 

Satish Prakash resident of Village- 

Kolindre, Post- Kolindre, Tehsil- 

Ajara, District- Kolhapur, State- 

Maharashtra, Pin-416505, have 

changed my Mother name from 

Partil Sadhana Prakash to Patil 

Sadhana Prakash Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB80794811479371W 

dated 19 Nov 2024 before notary 

public Pathankot 

I, No.14838697A Hav Ashok 

Kumar Mahto resident of Village- 

Phulprasi, Post- Singhrahiya, 

Tehsil- Bhuthi, District- Sitamarhi, 

State- Bihar, Pin-843302, have 

changed my Son name from Manu 

Kumar to Manu Raj Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB82938647052967W 

dated 26 Nov 2024 before notary 

public Pathankot 

I, Sangeeta Devi spouse of 

No.9926914L Hav (CC) Vinod 

Kumar resident of Village- Barram 

Khurd, Post- Barram, Tehsil- 

Jaisinghpur, District- Kangra, 

State- HP, Pin-176097, have 

changed my name from Sangeeta 

Devi to Sangeeta Kumari Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB82597077345196W dated 25 

Nov 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, No.15625461Y NK Abhay 

Singh resident of Village- 

Sondhad, Post- Hodal, Tehsil- 

Hodal, District- Palwal,  State- 

Haryana, Pin- 121106, have 

changed my mother name from 

Santa Devi to  Santa Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB82344389257632W 

dated 25 Nov 2024 before Notary 

Public Pathankot 

I, Jharnna Das Mother of 

No.14656151Y Hav  Sudipta Das 

resident of Village- Amin Pur, Post- 

Deganga, Tehsil- Barasat, District- 

North 24 Parganas, State- West 

Bengal, Pin-743423, have 

changed my name from Jharnna 

Das to Jharna Das Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB82345659384123W 

dated 25 Nov 2024 before notary 

public Pathankot 

I, No.JC406423X Sub Madan 

Lal resident of Village- Bigopur, 

Post- Dholera, Tehsil- Narnaul, 

District- Mahendragarh, State- HR 

, Pin-123023, have changed my 

Mother name from Basta Devi  to 

Basanti Devi Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB82343911055019W dated 25 

Nov 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Sarabjeet Kaur W/o 

Sapinder Singh R/o Village 

Charrian, P.O. Singhbhagwantpur, 

Tehsil and District Rupnagar have 

changed my name to Sarbjeet 

kaur. 

I, Amit S/o Daleep Singh R/o  

Village Deverar Tehsil Julana 

District Jind Have Changed My 

Name From Amit To Amit Kumar. 

I, Rajiv Alias Rajiv Kumar 

Singla S/o Ghanshyam Dass R/o 

Aggarwal Market Tehsil and 

District Jind Have Changed My 

Name From  Rajiv Alias Rajiv 

Kumar Singla To Rajiv Kumar. 

I, Gobika spouse of 

No.17023753X CFN  Boobesh 

Kumar K resident of Village- 

Irulapatti, Post- A Irulapatti, Tehsil- 

Pappireddipatti, District-, 

Dharmapuri, State- Tamil Nadu, 

Pin-636905, have changed my 

name from Gobika to Gobika R 

Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB82940655847237W dated 26 

Nov 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Lata Mother of 

No.17025778H CFN Warbhuwan 

Rahul Uddhao resident of Plot 

No.86, S No. 910, Village- 

Bhimnagar Bhausingpura, Post- 

Aurangabad, Tehsil- Aurangabad, 

District- Aurangabad, State- 

Maharashtra, Pin-431001, have 

changed my name & DOB from 

Lata to Warbhuwan Lata Uddhao 

and date of birth from O2 April 

1972 to 01 Jan 1974 Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB82941211007481W 

dated 26 Nov 2024 before notary 

public Pathankot. 

I Kulwant Kaur Sarpal Wd/O 

Sukhveer Singh R/O Vpo. 

Ferozeshah Distt. Ferozepur Have 

Changed My Name To Kulwant 

Kaur. 

I Balwinder Singh S/O Ajit 

Singh R/O Vill. Toemakhomal P.O. 

Ghogra Tehsil Dasuya, Hoshiarpur 

Punjab, Declare That My Given 

Name As Balwinder And My 

Surname As Singh. 

I Jasvir Singh S/O Naginder 

Singh R/O Vill. Khanpur Thiara 

P.O. Meghowal Ganjian Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Punjab Have Changed 

My Name To Jasvir Singh Thiara. 

I Sandeep Kaur W/O Jasvir 

Singh Thiara R/O Vill. Khanpur 

Thiara P.O. Meghowal Ganjian 

Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab Have 

Changed My Name To Sandeep 

Kaur Thiara. 

I Jasvir Singh Thiara S/O 

Naginder Singh R/O Vill. Khanpur 

Thiara (Hoshiarpur) Declare That 

My Minor Son Given Name As 

Manjaap Singh And Surname As 

Thiara. 

I Parwinder Kumar S/O Vijay 

Kumar R/O Vpo. Ajnoha Tehsil 

Garhshankar District Hoshiarpur 

Punjab Have Changed My Name 

To Parvinder Kumar. 

I Manoj Kumar S/O Kamaljit 

R/O Vill. Deeda Sansian P.O. Dina 

Nagar Distt. Gurdaspur Punjab 

Declare That My Given Name As 

Manoj And My Surname As Kumar. 

I Hardeep Singh S/O Swaran 

Singh R/O Vill. Ajmer P.O. Gera 

Tehsil Mukerian District Hoshiarpur 

Punjab Declare That My Given 

Name As Hardeep And My 

Surname As Singh. 

I Randeep Singh S/O Harjit 

Singh R/O Vill. Balhadda P.O. 

Bhagran Tehsil Mukerian District 

Hoshiarpur Punjab Declare That 

My Given Name As Randeep And 

My Surname As Singh. 

I Baljeet Singh S/O Sarwan 

Singh R/O Vill. Ludhiar P.O. Gera 

District Hoshiarpur Punjab Declare 

That My Given Name As Baljeet 

And My Surname As Singh. 

I Bhooshan Kumar S/O 

Rakesh Kumar R/O Vill. Chak 

Noor Ali P.O. Garhdiwala District 

Hoshiarpur Punjab Declare That 

My Given Name As Bhooshan And 

My Surname As Kumar. 

I Kuldeep Kaur W/O Jaspal 

Singh Chauhan R/O Vill. Gurusar 

P.O. Bhagta Bhai Ka Tehsil Phul 

Distt. Bathinda Have Changed My 

Name To Kuldeep Kaur Chauhan. 

I Kuljeet Kaur W/O 

Bhupinder Singh R/O H.No.1/6 

Dargah Mohkam Deen Jagraon 

Distt. Ludhiana Have Changed My 

Name To Kuljit Kaur. 

I Gurmit Kaur Gill W/O Gurtej 

Singh R/O Old Kotkapura Road 

Jalandhar Colony Moga Have 

Changed My Name To Gurmit 

Kaur. 

I, Gurmeet Singh Sandhu 

S/o Lakhvir Singh R/o Basti Puran 

Singh Wali Zira (Ferozepur) have 

changed my name to Gurmeet 

Singh. 

I, Gurpreet Kaur alias 

Bhupinder Kaur W/o Sukhchain 

Singh R/o H.No. 19/821 Gali No. 6 

Narotam Vihar (Kapurthala) have 

changed my name from Gurpreet 

Kaur alias Bhupinder Kaur to 

Gurpreet Kaur. 

I, Suman Lata W/o 

Parshotam Dass R/o #89 Green 

Valley Malout Po. Malout (Shri 

Muktsar Sahib) have changed my 

name from Suman Rani to Suman 

Lata. 

I, Vishv Kumar Mahajan C/o 

Rakesh Kumar, S-5/2202, Lane 

No. 4, Adhunik Vihar Mamoon, 

Pathankot, Pathankot, Punjab-

145001, have changed my name 

from Vishv Kumar Mahajan to 

Vishv Kumar, Kumar is my 

Surname. 

I, Gurwinder Singh S/o 

Kulwant Singh R/o Vill: Rajoana 

Kalan (Ludhiana) have changed 

my name to Gurminder Singh. 

I, Manpreet alias Manpreet 

Sharma S/o Virinder Pal R/o Vill: 

Lopan (Moga) have changed my 

name to Manpreet Sharma. 

I, Harpreet Singh S/o Sohan 

Singh R/o Vill: Jalota Po. Jalota 

Teh-Dasuya (Hoshiarpur) have 

changed my name to Singh 

Harpreet. 

I Smt. Harwans Kaur W/O 

Hakam Singh & Mother of Army 

No. 2990269F EX HAV Kulwant 

Singh resident of VPO Dalla Teh 

Jagraon Distt Ludhiana (Punjab) 

have changed my name from 

Harwans Kaur to Harbans Kaur 

vide Affidavit Dated 22/11/2024, 

Sworn before Executive 

Magistrate Jagraon Distt Ludhiana 

(Punjab) 

I, Joginder Singh Bhalla S/o 

Ram Lal R/o R.V. Shanti Nagar, 

Jaitu (Faridkot) have changed my 

name to Joginder Singh. 

I, Baljinder Kumar S/o Ramji 

Dass R/o Vill: Biggowal Po. 

Bariowal Teh-Mukerian 

(Hoshiarpur) have changed my 

name Baljinder Kumar to Baljinder 

Singh. 

I, Anu W/o Paramjit Walia R/o 

H.No. 864 Phase-7 (SAS Nagar, 

Mohali) have changed my name 

from Anu to Anu Walia. 

I, Manpreet Kaur D/o Bhag 

Singh R/o Adiana Road Guron 

Colony Near Police Station 

Machhiwara Khas (Ludhiana) 

have changed my name from 

Manpreet Kaur to Ojaswini. 

I, Raghbir Kaur W/o 

Sh.Avtar Singh, R/o VPO 

Hamidpur, Tehsil Naraingarh, 

Distt. Ambala have changed my 

name from Raghubir Kaur to 

Raghbir Kaur. 

I Kajal D/o Karam Chand, 

V.P.O. Uggi, Tehsil Nakodar, Distt. 

Jalandhar have changed my 

name Kajal to Kajal Gill. 

I, No. 15187143P, Nk(Dmt), 

Gavali Yogesh Hari, Unit of 330 Fd 

Regt C/o 99 Apo Pin 926330 

Residing of Village & Post Borvihir 

Tehsil & District Dhule State 

Maharashtra Pin 424311 have 

changed my minor son name from 

Ansh to Ansh Yogesh Gawali Vide 

Affidavit Dated 27 November 2024 

before at Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Sushree Tanushree 

Pradhan, Spouse of No. Sanjay 

Kumar Pradhan, Unit of 197 Fd 

Regt, Residing of Village Jhal 

Jhalia Post Kum Bhari District 

Balasore State Odisha Pin 756023 

have changed my name from 

Sushree Tanushree Pradhan to 

Tanushree Pradhan Vide Affidavit 

Dated 27 November 2024 before 

at Notary Ferozepur. 

I Shanta Siddaray Kumbar is 

Mother of No. 16119835F, Hav, 

Basavaraj Kumbar of Unit 22 Engr 

Regt C/o 56 Apo Ferozepur 

Residing at House No 180 Village 

Muchandi P.o. Muchandi Tehsil 

Hukeri Distt. Belgaum State 

Karnataka Pin-590016 Declare 

That my Name Shanta Wrongly 

written in my Son Army Service 

Records but my correct Name is 

Shanta Siddaray Kumbar. 

I Sidarayi Mallappa Kumbar 

is Father of of No. 16119835F, 

Hav, Basavaraj Kumbar of Unit 22 

Engr Regt C/o 56 Apo Ferozepur 

Residing at House No 180 Village 

Muchandi P.o. Muchandi Tehsil 

Hukeri Distt. Belgaum State 

Karnataka Pin-590016 Declare 

That my Name Sidarai Wrongly 

written in my Son Army Service 

Records but my correct Name is 

Sidarayi Mallappa Kumbar. 

I Harjit Kaur and Mandeep 

Kaur wife of Gurbachan Singh 

resident of village Nurang ke Sial 

Tehsil and District Ferozepur, I am 

known by both the above names 

and I am the same woman. I have 

changed my name from Mandeep 

Kaur to Harjit Kaur. 

I, No. JC-704238K, Sub/Maj, 

Aneesh Kumar V Of Unit 307 Fd 

Hospital C/O 56 Apo, Residing At 

Village Vazhoyathil, Keezhppayur 

Post Meppayyur, Kozhikode State 

Kerala Pin 673524 Have Changed 

My Daughter Name From Vaiga 

Sa To Vaiga S Aneesh Vide 

Affidavit Dated 27 November 2024 

Before At Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Sindhu Singh is wife of 

Army No. 14678456Y, HAV, 

Shailesh Kumar Singh of Unit 7 

IDSR c/o 56 APO, permanent 

resident of Village Kodara, Post 

Lat Ghat, District Azamgarh, Uttar 

Pradesh Pincode-276136 have 

changed my name from Kumari 

Shindu Singh to Sindhu Singh 

Vide Affidavit Dated 26 November 

2024 before at Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Karamjeet Singh S/o Ram 

Singh R/o Village Rauni Tehsil 

Payal {Ludhiana} have changed 

my name to Karamjit Singh. 

I Meeto W/o Kuldeep Chand 

R/o Khera Gajju, PO Khera Gajju, 

Distt. Patiala have changed my 

name to Gurmeet Kaur. 

I Rabindir Prakash Uppal 

S/o Jagiri Lal R/o #267 Bajwa 

Colony Patiala have changed my 

name to Rabinder Prakash. 

I, Jasveer son of Rakha Ram 

resident of Village Pandtan Po 

Kheri Mandlan, Teh and District 

Patiala Punjab 147021 have 

changed my name from Jasveer 

to Jasveer Singh. 

I, Sandesh Batra S/o Vijay 

Kumar Batra R/o 117/2, Vikas 

Nagar, Behind Dr.Narula, Ward 

No-2, Narnaul, Mahendragarh, 

Haryana - 123001, have changed 

my minor son’s name from Ayaan 

Battra Aged 10 Years to Dev Batra 

forever. 

I Soma Devi D/o Sardara 

Singh and W/o Harjit Singh R/o Vill 

- Padde Bet, PO-Dhilwan, Dist-

kapurthala,  Punjab-144804, have 

changed my name to Harpreet 

Kaur. 

I Asha Singh D/o Gambhir 

Singh and W/o Rohtash Singh R/o 

Ward No-5, Daulha, Daula (197), 

Gurgaon, Daulah, Haryana-

122103, have changed my name 

to Asha Raghav. 

I Neelam W/O Sachin 

Sarwalia R/O House No.277  Sec 

6 U.E Karnal Has Changed My 

Name From Neelam Sarwalia To 

Neelam. In Future I Shall Known 

As Neelam. 

Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME
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The recent forcible detention
of prominent farmer leader

Jagjit Singh Dallewal from the
Khanauri border has ignited a
storm of outrage among farm-
ers and political leaders across
India. Dallewal, who had
announced his intent to launch
a fast-unto-death protest, from
Tuesday, to demand a legal
guarantee for Minimum
Support Prices (MSP) for crops,
was taken away by the Punjab
police in the early hours of
Tuesday. The farmer leader was
subsequently transported to a
Dayananda Medical College
and Hospital in Ludhiana for a
medical checkup, sparking fierce
criticism from farmer groups
and political parties alike.

70-year-old Dallewal was
preparing to sit on a hunger
strike to press for a legal assur-
ance of MSP, which farmers
argued is essential for their sur-
vival. The Kisan Mazdoor
Morcha has condemned the
Government's actions, labeling
the forceful detention as a grave
injustice. The group accused the
authorities of treating Dallewal
like a criminal, rather than a
peaceful protestor fighting for
farmers' rights. Despite the inter-
vention, farmer leaders vowed to
continue their struggle, with
plans for a large-scale demon-
stration set for December 6, next
Friday, aiming to take their
demands directly to Delhi.

One of the farmer leaders
confirmed that Dallewal, who
has not eaten since his detention,
is fine. After Dallewal’s deten-
tion, it has been decided that
another farmer leader and a
former soldier Sukhjeet Singh
Hardo will begin hunger strike
at Khanauri. He declared that in
case he dies during the fast, his
body will remain there at the
border, and another farmer will
take his place.

Meanwhile, the senior offi-
cials from Haryana and Punjab
agreed to open a four-foot sec-
tion of the Shambhu border for
farmers to pass without tractors
and trolleys. However, the for-
mal announcement is pending.
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The tension at the Khanauri

border, a focal point of the farm-
ers' ongoing agitation, escalated
early on Tuesday when the
Punjab police arrived at around
2:30 am to detain Dallewal. He
had been preparing to begin his
fast-unto-death protest, a move
he had declared in his address the
previous day. The police action
has been described as aggressive,
with allegations of damage to the
protest camp (pandal). According
to several farmer leaders,
Dallewal was taken away in an
abrupt and forceful manner,
without being given the chance
to prepare for the hunger strike.

The fellow farmer leaders
maintained that Dallewal was not
allowed to wear adequate cloth-
ing during the detention. A
farmer, who was with Dallewal at
the time, noted that the leader
was only in his kurta, and was
denied warm clothing despite the
cold night. “This is nothing short
of an attack on farmers' rights and
their peaceful protests,” said the
farmer leader, adding that if
Dallewal were to fall ill during the
fast, another leader would take
his place and continue the hunger
strike.

Patiala Range DIG Mandeep
Singh Sidhu said that Dallewal
had declared a fast unto death.
“Due to his age and health, the
administration is concerned.
Usually, the crowd gathers dur-
ing such declarations, hindering
access to healthcare. Therefore,
the Administration decided to
conduct a medical examination
and brought him to Ludhiana
DMC,” he added.

������� �������!������
The Samyukta Kisan

Morcha and Kisan Mazdoor
Morcha have been at the fore-
front of the protests, demanding
a legal guarantee of MSP for
crops, which they claim is vital for
ensuring the livelihood of farm-
ers. The groups had previously
announced plans to intensify
their agitation, and Dallewal’s
planned hunger strike was seen
as the next step in their ongoing
struggle.

After the detention, farmer
leaders emphasized that the
movement would continue with
even greater resolve. Sarwan
Singh Pandher, a senior leader,
condemned the police action,

demanding that Dallewal be
immediately released. “This act
of forceful detention is not only
an assault on Dallewal but also an
attack on the democratic rights
of farmers,” Pandher said, stress-
ing that the protests would only
gain momentum.

The farmers’ demands have
been clear — a legal guarantee of
MSP. The farmers, who have
been protesting at key border
points between Punjab and
Haryana since February, argued
that their voices have gone
unheard by the Central
Government. Despite several
rounds of talks, the Government
has failed to address their core
concerns.
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The political fallout from
Dallewal’s detention has been
swift and intense. Union Minister
Ravneet Singh Bittu distanced the
Central Government from the
incident, stating that the arrest
was solely the responsibility of the
AAP-led Punjab Government.
“The detention of Dallewal is
orchestrated by the Bhagwant
Mann-led Punjab Government,”
Bittu stated, emphasizing that no
central agencies were involved.
He criticized the Punjab
Government for trying to shift
the blame onto the central
authorities and undermining the
real issue of farmers' demands.

SAD leader and former
Minister Bikram Singh Majithia
also condemned Dallewal’s
detention, calling it an uncon-
stitutional act. “Dallewal has
been fighting for farmers' rights
for years. His peaceful protest
should have been respected, not
suppressed,” Majithia said, while
criticizing the Government’s use
of police force to quell the farm-
ers’ voices, calling it an affront to
democracy.

The incident has further
fueled tensions between the
farmers and the government,
with leaders calling for a nation-
wide response to this act of
“injustice”. As farmers prepare for
the December 6 rally in Delhi,
they are also planning to inten-
sify their presence at key protest
sites like Shambhu and Khanauri,
where they have been camped for
months.
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The farmers have vowed to
continue their protest until their
demands are met. The December
6 march to Delhi is being orga-
nized to bring attention to their
plight and to demand a legal
guarantee of MSP. This time, the
farmers have decided to forgo the
use of tractors and trolleys, opt-
ing for a peaceful foot march
instead. Farmer leaders, includ-
ing Pandher, have urged sup-
porters from across Punjab,
Haryana, and other states to
join the rally in large numbers.

“Farmers will march to Delhi
on December 6. We have
remained silent for nine months,
but the government continues to
ignore us. That is why we have
decided to take action. This
time, we will march on foot,
rather than using tractors and
trolleys. Farmers from Punjab,
Haryana, and other states will
participate,: he said, while giving
the Government 10 days to
address their demands. Pandher
emphasized that despite the
Government’s efforts to sup-
press the movement, the farmers’
resolve remains strong. “We are
not just fighting for our rights but
for the future of Indian agricul-
ture. Our struggle will continue
until our demands are met,” he
said.
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At the heart of this protest is
the struggle for a legal guaran-
tee of MSP, which farmers argue
is essential to ensure fair pricing
for their crops. The current sys-
tem of MSP has been criticized
for being inadequate and incon-
sistent, leaving many farmers
vulnerable to exploitation. On
February 13, farmers from
Punjab set out for Delhi
demanding guaranteed MSP for
crops and other issues. To ensure
security, the Haryana
Government barricaded key
borders, including Shambhu,
Khanauri, and Dabwali.
Following the imposition of the
Model Code of Conduct for the
Lok Sabha elections, farmers
set up a permanent protest at
Shambhu border, halting traffic.
This disrupted trade for Ambala’s
merchants, prompting them to
approach the Punjab and
Haryana High Court, which
directed Haryana to open the
border. However, the state
appealed to the Supreme Court.
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The Haryana Governing
Committee, led by Chief

Secretary Vivek Joshi on
Tuesday approved the draft
Detailed Project Report (DPR)
for the Haryana Clean Air
Project for Sustainable
Development (HCAPSD).

Funded by the World
Bank, this ambitious initiative
aims to combat air pollution
and promote sustainable devel-
opment across Haryana. The
project is set for implementa-
tion over six years (2024-
25–2029-30), with Rs 3,600
crore allocated for its first
phase. The project adopts a
phased approach to address
emissions across multiple sec-
tors. In the first phase,
Gurugram and Faridabad will
be the primary focus areas, tar-
geting institutional strength-
ening, agriculture, and house-
hold emissions. Priority clusters
across the state will be identi-
fied to implement proposed
interventions aimed at reduc-
ing pollution in agriculture
and household sectors, said the
Government official
spokesperson.

During the meeting, Joshi
stressed the importance of
inter-departmental coordina-
tion and timely execution to
ensure the project’s success.
The Haryana Clean Air Project
for Sustainable Development is
a significant step towards cre-
ating a sustainable future,
improving air quality and set-
ting a benchmark for other
states to follow.

Speaking during the meet-
ing, Additional Chief Secretary,

Environment, Forests and
Wildlife Anand Mohan Saran,
stated that detailed discussions
were held with senior officials
from each department during
the preparation of the project
report. A series of meetings
were conducted to finalize
interventions for the project,
along with extensive field vis-
its and stakeholder consulta-
tions to identify challenges in
implementing the proposed
measures across sectors.

The first phase includes
strategies to reduce emissions
through a combination of pol-
icy measures, technological
interventions, and capacity-
building programmes. Joshi
emphasized the importance of
this initiative in addressing air
pollution challenges in the
NCR while balancing develop-
ment and environmental con-
servation. Key interventions
under the project cover sever-
al critical areas. To manage
construction and demolition
(C&D) waste, the state plans to
streamline collection systems,
process legacy waste and
enhance capacity through
training and Standard
Operating Procedures (SOPs).
Dust emissions will be miti-
gated through mechanized
road sweeping, paving of
unpaved roads, and increasing
green cover. In the transport
sector, the project will promote
the electrification of public
buses, incentivize the adoption
of electric three-wheelers, and
expand charging infrastruc-
ture. Efforts will also focus on
phasing out old, polluting vehi-
cles through Automated
Testing Stations (ATS), said the
spokesperson.
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The Haryana government is
continually advancing demo-

cratic principles through its pro-
gressive social and economic
policies, guided by the core val-
ues of the Constitution, Haryana
Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini
said during the Constitution
Day celebrations here on Tuesday.

Addressing a state-level cel-
ebration of the 75th anniversary
of the adoption of the
Constitution, Saini said the deci-
sion to abrogate Article 370 is a
true tribute to BR Ambedkar,
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel and
Syama Prasad Mookerjee.

Paying homage to Dr B R
Ambedkar and others who
played a key role in drafting and
framing the country's
Constitution, the chief minister
said it was a proud day for every
citizen. 'We the People' in the
Preamble of the Constitution rep-
resents India's collective voice, a
pledge of unity and integrity, and
a manifestation of people's trust
in the Republic, he said.

Haryana is also committed
to realising Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyaya's vision of "integral
humanism" and "Antyodaya"
while adhering to the prime
minister's philosophy of 'Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Prayas,
and Sabka Vishwas', Saini said.
He said the celebration of
Constitution Day began in 2015
under the leadership of Prime

Minister Narendra Modi to mark
the 125th birth anniversary of BR
Ambedkar.

Lauding Ambedkar's con-
tribution in drafting the
Constitution, Saini said: "While
the Constitution gives us rights,
it also emphasises the importance
of duties. We must strike a bal-
ance between duties and rights."
He said the Constitution has
woven a nation of diverse cultures
into a thread of unity. "India's
ancient tradition of self-gover-
nance was realised through the
adoption of the Constitution 75
years ago. It established a
Republic founded on equality,
justice, and high ideals while
ensuring freedom of thought
and equal opportunities for all,"
the chief minister said.

"The Constitution's Amrit
Mahotsav provides an opportu-
nity to reflect, understand, and

adopt its values in daily life,
demonstrating true citizenship
and reverence for the
Constitution," he added.
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In another event during
thanksgiving programmes in the
villages of Mathana and Ladwa,
Saini said that the State
Government is working on a plan
to develop the Ladwa con-
stituency as a model constituen-
cy. Under this initiative, gradual
development will take place
across Ladwa, with each village
and ward being developed in line
with the people’s suggestions. The
state government will prioritize
and address all collective
demands of the citizens of the
region, he added.

He announced a contribu-

tion of Rs. 21 lakh for the devel-
opment of Mathana village and
assured that the government
would meet all the demands of
both Mathana and Ladwa and
expressed his gratitude to the
people for their continued sup-
port, which has allowed him to
serve as the Chief Minister for the
second time and as a represen-
tative of the state government for
a third term. He emphasized that
the government is committed to
advancing the development of
both Haryana and Ladwa at a
rapid pace.

He highlighted the govern-
ment's achievements over the
past decade, focusing on initia-
tives that have been designed
with the welfare of the most dis-
advantaged members of society
in mind. The Chief Minister also
mentioned the successful distri-
bution of 15,430 plots of 30-30
yards under the Mukhyamantri
Awas Yojana, and assured that
more plots would be made avail-
able to other eligible applicants in
the near future. Additionally, he
pointed out that the state gov-
ernment has provided free treat-
ment up to Rs. 5 lakh and free
dialysis for individuals over 70
years of age under the Ayushman
Yojana, contrasting this with the
previous government’s failure to
serve the people. He said,
“Constitution gives us rights, it
also emphasizes the importance
of duties. We must strike a bal-
ance between duties and rights.”
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In a significant step toward
enhancing maternal and

newborn health outcomes,
Punjab Health and Family
Welfare Minister Dr Balbir
Singh on Tuesday unveiled
‘Sirjan’ — an innovative mobile
app designed to empower
healthcare providers in identi-
fying and managing high-risk
pregnancies. Developed under
the Born Healthy Program in
collaboration with Jhpiego, the
app aims to streamline mater-
nal care from antenatal stages
to postnatal recovery.

Dr Balbir, speaking at the
launch, hailed ‘Sirjan’ as a
game-changer for auxiliary
nurse midwives (ANMs) and
medical officers (MOs),
enabling them to track high-
risk pregnancies and deliver
timely, comprehensive care.
“This android-based platform
ensures a continuum of care for
beneficiaries and strengthens
the identification, tracking,

and management of high-risk
pregnancies,” he said.

The app integrates seam-
lessly with digital devices via
Bluetooth, automatically trans-
ferring vital parameters with-
out manual entry. It facilitates
informed decision-making by
flagging high-risk cases based
on recorded vitals and gener-
ates essential tools such as
work plans, Maternal Child
Protection (MCP) cards, and
ANM dashboards.

Medical officers are alert-
ed about high-risk cases
through the app, allowing them
to provide prompt care.
Treatments are updated in real-
time, ensuring seamless com-
munication between ANMs
and medical officers. The app
also enhances labour room
efficiency by monitoring vitals
and issuing danger alerts when
referrals to higher facilities are
necessary.

Acknowledging Punjab’s
high maternal mortality rate
(MMR), Dr Balbir emphasized
that Sirjan reflects the govern-

ment’s commitment to address-
ing this critical issue. “This ini-
tiative marks a step forward in
ensuring healthier outcomes
for mothers and newborns,” he
said.

Initially, Sirjan will be pilot-
ed in Tarn Taran and
Gurdaspur districts, with plans
to scale up based on its impact.
The program aims to reduce
low birth weight by 10 percent
by improving maternal care
processes.
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The National Health
Mission (NHM) Punjab, taking
a step toward ensuring employ-
ee welfare, signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
Indian Bank to provide com-
prehensive medical and acci-
dental insurance coverage for
8,000 employees.

The agreement was for-
malized by NHM Punjab mis-
sion director Ghanshyam Thori

and Indian Bank’s field gener-
al manager Sandeep Kumar
Goshal in the presence of
Punjab’s Health and Family
Welfare Minister Dr Balbir
Singh.

“The insurance package
offers cashless medical cover-
age of up to Rs two lakhs per
individual and Group
Accidental Death Insurance of
up to Rs 40 lakhs, ensuring
robust protection for medical,
paramedical, and other NHM
staff members. “Health work-
ers are often at the frontline,
facing numerous risks. This ini-
tiative ensures they receive
necessary medical care without
financial strain,” he said.

The insurance, funded by
Indian Bank, involves an annu-
al expenditure of Rs four crores,
totaling Rs 12 crores over three
years. The move not only safe-
guards employees but also
reflects the Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann-led adminis-
tration’s dedication to fostering
a supportive and productive
workforce.
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In a major breakthrough by the
Amritsar Commissionerate

Police, a notorious snatcher who
had been targeting Non-Resident
Indians (NRIs) in the city was
shot and injured while attempt-
ing to escape from police custody.
The incident unfolded when the
accused, Suraj alias Mandi, a res-
ident of Bhindisaida village in
Amritsar, snatched a rifle from
police personnel during his
attempt to flee, posing an imme-
diate threat to the officers and
bystanders.

The state Director General of
Police (DGP) Gaurav Yadav,

commended the police’s quick
response, noting that the situation
was neutralized effectively by
shooting the accused in the leg.
The decisive action prevented any
harm to the police team or the
public, he said, adding that one
of the snatching incidents had
resulted in a woman being
injured.

The accused, Suraj, was
traced and apprehended after a
detailed investigation by the Civil
Lines Police Station team.
Amritsar Commissioner of Police
(CP) Gurpreet Singh Bhullar on
Tuesday said that Suraj was
involved in two separate purse-
snatching incidents targeting for-

eign nationals in Amritsar. The
stolen items included a variety of
valuable possessions such as
passports, mobile phones, ATM
cards, cash in foreign and Indian
currency, and other personal
belongings. Among the stolen
items recovered by the police
teams from the accused are £300
(Pounds), €600 (Euros), Rs
22,000 cash, passports, mobile
phones, ATM cards, and even a
National ID card from Mauritius.
The swift recovery was praised by
two international victims whose
belongings were stolen in sepa-
rate incidents during their stay in
Amritsar.

One victim, a UK national,

had her purse snatched while
traveling in an e-rickshaw with
her daughter. The stolen items
included her passport, iPhone,
ICICI Bank ATM card, Barclays
card, Revolut card, American
Express card, and £300 in cash.

Another victim, from
Mauritius, had her purse stolen
while riding in an auto-rickshaw.
The stolen items included her
Samsung mobile phone, pass-
port, visa, National ID card from
Mauritius, €600, and ?20,000 in
cash. Both victims expressed
gratitude to the Amritsar Police
for their prompt action and the
recovery of their stolen posses-
sions.
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The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) on Tuesday

launched its ‘Shukrana Yatra’
from Shri Kali Mata Mandir in
Patiala, expressing gratitude to
voters for their resounding
support in the recent Punjab
by-elections. The yatra, coin-
ciding with the Aam Aadmi
Party’s foundation day,was led
by AAP’s newly-appointed
Punjab unit president and
Cabinet Minister Aman Arora,
celebrating the party's victory in
three assembly constituencies
— Gidderbaha, Dera Baba
Nanak, and Chabbewal.

The yatra caused a major
traffic standstill on Patiala’s
Mall Road, a crucial artery
connecting key locations such
as Rajindra Hospital, Mata
Kaushalya Hospital, the District
Court, the bus stand, and the
railway station. Crowds gath-
ered since morning as AAP
leaders, including Aman Arora
and working president
Amansher Singh Sherry Kalsi,
offered prayers at Shri Kali
Mata Mandir before com-
mencing the procession.

Prominent leaders such as
Cabinet Ministers Harpal Singh
Cheema, Harjot Singh Bains,
and MLAs Ajitpal Singh Kohli
and Gurlal Singh Ghanaur
joined the grand rally. The

procession is set to travel
through major towns, including
Sirhind, Mandi Gobindgarh,
Ludhiana, Khanna, Doraha,
Ladhowal Toll Plaza, Phillaur,
Jalandhar, and Kartarpur Sahib,
before concluding at the Golden
Temple and Ram Tirath Temple
in Amritsar.

Aman Arora lauded the
people of Punjab for their
unwavering faith, saying, “This
victory reflects the people’s
trust in AAP’s governance and
vision. The Shukrana Yatra is
not only a celebration but also
a reaffirmation of our commit-
ment to work tirelessly for
Punjab’s progress.” Arora also
hailed the dedication of AAP
volunteers, calling them the
“backbone of the party”.

AAP’s Punjab unit working
president Sherry Kalsi
described the event as a tribute
to the hard work of party work-
ers and a stepping stone toward
the 2027 elections. “The victo-
ry belongs to the people who
believe in AAP’s vision of a
prosperous Punjab,” he said.

With flowers, chants of
‘Inquilab Zindabad’, and cheers
from enthusiastic supporters,
the yatra demonstrated AAP’s
growing momentum in Punjab.
The by-election results,
announced on November 23,
highlighted AAP's dominance,
with the Congress securing
only one seat in Barnala.
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Chandigarh: A delegation of Public Relations Council of India

(PRCI) Chandigarh Chapter led by its Chairman Rupesh Singh
met Vimal Setia, Director, Directorate of Information and Public
Relations, Government of Punjab. Singh  apprised him of the activ-
ities and working of the nationwide body PRCI and said it has
not only been strengthening PR professionals in their field of work
but also motivating youth at school and college level in the field
of public relations and communications through its program
Young Communicators Club (YCC). During the meeting, the del-
egation also proposed to designate Setia as the Patron of PRCI,
which he accepted. He assured PRCI that his department will pro-
vide all possible help to PRCI to fulfill its objectives and PRCI
should soon give a yearly calendar of its programs in which his
department can cooperate so that maximum benefits can be pro-
vided to the professionals related to this field.  Renuka Salwan,
PRCI’s National Vice President; Gurmeet Khaira, Deputy
Director, DPR Punjab ; Sudeep Rawat, Secretary, PRCI
Chandigarh Chapter and Ritu Nag, Executive Member were also
present.
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Chandigarh: Two low-intensity explosions occurred outside as
many bar-cum-lounges, one of them owned by rapper Badshah,
in the Sector 26 area of Chandigarh early Tuesday. No casualties
were reported. The blasts occurred outside De'Orra and Seville.
Seville is reportedly owned by the rapper. The explosions shat-
tered De'Orra's glass windows. In CCTV footage, an unidenti-
fied person was seen throwing something towards the lounge and
thereafter a cloud of smoke emerged. Sources said two suspects
came on a motorcycle. Police said they received a call reporting
a "loud sound" from the area around 3.25 am. A police team recov-
ered jute rope pieces from the spot. A team from the Central
Forensic Science Laboratory collected the samples, police said.
Chandigarh Deputy Superintendent of Police Dilbag Singh
Dhaliwal told reporters an investigating officer who responded
to the call found broken glasses at the scene. An FIR has been
lodged and an investigation was underway, Dhaliwal said.
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Shimla:Himachal Pradesh government will present its two-year
report card on December 11 highlighting the positive changes
brought about by its policies and programmes, Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu said on Tuesday. Sukhu convened a meet-
ing with senior officials to discuss the outline and preparations
of a function to be held in Bilaspur on December 11 to com-
memorate two years of the Congress government in the state. The
chief minister said that senior Congress leaders would be invit-
ed to grace the occasion. Beneficiaries of various state govern-
ment schemes would also be invited, he added. Sukhu said that
the present state government has introduced reforms across var-
ious departments which have improved public services, enhanced
transparency and promoted digitization throughout the state. He
issued instructions to produce a documentary highlighting the
achievements of the state government over the past two years.
He also instructed officials to ensure smooth traffic arrangements
in Bilaspur to minimize inconvenience to the public and ensure
adequate parking facilities and cleanliness during the event.
!3�3
5-
�
-�
6��%�3�#��3#�%
�#�����!
���3���37-
��3��$��#3!��5&(&)
Chandigarh: Additional Director of Information, Public
Relations, Language and Culture Department, Haryana Varsha
Khangwal said that a state-level exhibition will be organized by
the state government in the International Gita Mahotsav-2024.
In this exhibition, memorable moments of Mahabharata as well
as the teachings of the holy book Gita will be shown. High-tech
equipment will be used in this exhibition. The exhibition will run
from December 5 to December 11. Khangwal was giving nec-
essary instructions to officials while inspecting the exhibition site
at the Brahma Sarovar Purushottampur Bagh in Kurukshetra on
Tuesday. The Additional Director gave directions to the officials
and said the preparations for the state-level exhibition should be
completed within the stipulated time period and there should be
no laxity at any level. She said that as per the orders of Director
General of Information, Public Relations, Language and Culture
K Makrand Pandurang, the state-level exhibition will be set up
with high-tech equipment.
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Chandigarh:Constitution Day celebrations were organized across
the state on the occasion of the 75th anniversary of the adoption
of the Constitution of India. Various ministers, MPs and MLAs
of the state government as well as senior officials participated as
chief guests in the programmes organized on this occasion.
Haryana Assembly Speaker Harvinder Kalyan was the chief guest
at the programme organised in Karnal district, Agriculture
Minister Shyam Singh Rana in Yamunanagar district, Social Justice
and Empowerment Minister Krishan Kumar Bedi in Panchkula
district, Development and Panchayats Minister Krishna Lal Panwar
in Kaithal district, Education Minister Mahipal Dhanda in Panipat
district, Forest Minister Rao Narbir Singh in Gurugram district
and others.
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Chandigarh: Haryana Chief Secretary  Vivek Joshi, along with
officials from various departments, read out the Preamble of the
Constitution on the occasion of the 75th anniversary of the adop-
tion of the Constitution of India. He said the officials should imbibe
Constitutional values and work as per the rules so that no injus-
tice is done to anyone. Chief Secretary informed that on the occa-
sion of Constitution Day, a campaign named 'Mera Samvidhaan-
Mera Swabhiman' is being run.
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In a vibrant ceremony
during the 55th
International Fi lm

Festival of India (IFFI) in
Goa, Prasar Bharati
unveiled its long-awaited
app, WAVES. Marking a
strategic step forward for
India’s national broadcast-
er, the launch was graced by
Goa Chief Minister Pramod
Sawant.
However, the event’s signif-
icance was overshadowed
by the absence of central
ministers, drawing criti-
cism that this oversight
represented a missed pub-
lic relations opportunity.
A Shift from OTT to App:
A Branding Challenge
Originally envisioned as an
OTT platform, WAVES has
undergone a rebranding as
an app. This shift has
sparked speculation that
the change may be linked to
limited new content. Critics
have argued that the current
branding does little to lever-
age Doordarshan’s rich lega-
cy, potentially alienating
audiences, particularly in
rural  areas where
Doordarshan’s identity is
deeply entrenched.
Many users remain unclear
about the relationship

between Prasar Bharati and
Doordarshan, adding to the
confusion about accessing
the app.
Delays and Controversies
The WAVES launch comes
after multiple postpone-
ments, with its original
debut planned for August
15. These delays have raised
questions about Prasar
Bharati’s preparedness to
compete in the fast-paced
digital media environment.
Observers have highlighted
internal issues, including
allegations of favouritism
and mismanagement.
Notably, the consultancy
hired to guide WAVES has
faced criticism for lacking
expertise in the OTT
domain and al legedly
sidelining experienced offi-
cials in key roles.

Adding to these challenges
are unresolved trademark
issues surrounding the
name “WAVES,” which
could further complicate
the app’s rollout. Private
broadcasters,  war y of
potential regulatory chal-
lenges, have shown reluc-
tance to collaborate with
the platform, dampening
its industry reception.
Content and Vision
Despite the hurdles,
WAVES aims to differenti-
ate itself in the competitive
Indian media landscape.
Offering over 65 live chan-
nels and content in 12+ lan-
guages, the app seeks to
combine nostalgia with
fresh appeal.
Iconic Doordarshan pro-
grammes like ‘Ramayan’
and ‘Mahabharat’ are set to
feature alongside new pro-
ductions such as ‘Fauji 2.0.’
WAVES also plans to sup-
port emerging talent by
showcasing student films
and works by National
Creator Awardees.
Operating on a revenue-
sharing model, WAVES
aspires to empower cre-
ators while ensuring the
protection of intellectual
property. However, stand-

ing out against global giants
like Netflix and Amazon
Prime Video, known for
their vast libraries and
advanced technology, pre-
sents a formidable chal-
lenge.
The Road Ahead
The launch of WAVES is a
critical juncture for Prasar
Bharati, offering a chance to
redefine public broadcast-
ing in the digital era.
However, success will hinge
on resolving internal dis-
cord, addressing opera-
tional concerns, and craft-
ing a user experience that
resonates with audiences.
While the launch at IFFI
has created a momentary
buzz, sustaining momen-
tum will require robust
strategies, consistent con-
tent quality, and a clear
brand identity.
As WAVES ventures into
the competitive digital
media space, its journey
will be closely watched. For
Prasar Bharati, the app rep-
resents both a bold oppor-
tunity and a test of its
capacity to adapt and thrive
in an evolving media
ecosystem.
(The writer is a journalist;

views are personal)
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Gautam Adani and his entire team in
America, it is obvious that the Opposition
of the country will raise its voice on it. Now
our Prime Minister wants to defeat every
solid allegation through his electoral vic-
tory (Maharashtra). That is why when the
House was not functioning on Monday, he
told the Opposition that “those who have
been rejected by the people are indulging
in hooliganism in the House.” 
Is this really so? Obviously, the people who
are sitting in the Opposition are sitting
there because they are in the minority. Does
minority mean that they should not even
talk about such a big stain on the country’s
reputation? Why does this government
repeatedly stand in favour of Adani?
Charge sheets have been filed in a New
York court against Adani Group chairman
Gautam Adani, his nephew Sagar Adani
and six others. It is impossible to file a
charge sheet there without proof. The US
Securities and Exchange Commission has
alleged that Gautam Adani and his asso-
ciates paid a bribe of more than $250 mil-
lion, i.e., about two thousand crore rupees,
for their renewable energy company in

India and hide this information from
investors while raising capital in America. 

Jang Bahadur Singh  | Jamshedpur
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Madam — The horrific incident that
occurred in Sambhal highlights the author-
ities’ alarming reaction, where, without
conducting a proper hearing or trial, they
initiated a survey within just two hours.
The incident has spread a curtain of fear
and horror across the country. 
The assertion of replacing a mosque with
a temple is intensifying over time, threat-
ening the diversity and unity of our
nation. Mohan Bhagwat’s statement should
be taken into account: it is not right to dig
beneath every mosque in search of a
Shivling and claim it as a temple. Such
actions are detrimental to the harmony of
society. Early recognition can help us to
take immediate measures to limit any dam-
ages.

Jakir Hussain | Kanpur
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Madam —Apropos to the news headline
“Team India rises like a phoenix at Perth”
(November 26). Kudos to Team India!
After the drubbing from the Kiwis in our
own backyard 0-3, India dominated the
first Test in Perth, crushing Australia by a
massive 295 runs. Chasing a daunting 534,
Australia crumbled for 238. This historic
win marks India’s largest victory by runs
in Australia, surpassing their 222-run
win in Melbourne in 1977. What is more
redeeming is the way the Indian team
played the 2nd innings. Not many teams
have come back after being 150 all out on
the first day, but this Indian team has time
and again shown that it is built different-
ly.  Bumrah, leading in only his second Test,
was left with a lot to do and fewer options
to work with.
While Yashasvi Jaiswal, Virat Kohli and KL
Rahul will be among the heroes with their
solid second innings batting performances,
it was the stand-in skipper Jaspreet
Bumrah’s unbelievable skill set and self-
belief during Australia’s first innings rout
that formed the cornerstone of India’s win.
Hope, after this Test, players should be
retained based on their current perfor-
mance, not on past achievements. The
selection process should send a clear
message that no player is above the team’s
performance standards. If a replacement
player has excelled, they should be given
priority and retained for their contribu-
tions. Senior players, regardless of their past
glory, must earn their place back through
demonstrated performance. This ensures
that performance, consistency, and fairness
drive the selection process, keeping the
team competitive and motivated.

Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee | Faridabad
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Madam— On the first day of the winter
session, i.e., Monday, the House was
adjourned due to the demand for a discus-
sion on Adani. Now it does not seem that
much work or meaningful discussion will
be done in this session. Because of the kind
of allegations that have been made against
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Pushpa Kamal Dahal
(Prachanda) - all others on
becoming PM have first gone
to New Delhi. Prachanda had
clarified that his was not a state
visit to China but he had gone
for the Beijing Olympics. India
has not invited all PMs – like
Madhav Nepal, Jhalanath
Khanal, and Sushil Koirala –
from both Left and Centre-
Right parties but New Delhi
has historically favoured
Nepali Congress. Oli had said
some pretty undiplomatic,
even unkind things about
India during his second term
as PM after he had internation-
alised the Kalapani dispute and
made it into a national issue.
But later, Oli did work with
India. Oli going to China
without Beijing making any
concession on BRI is cocking
a snook at India.
During the annual Kantipur
Conclave in Kathmandu this
month, he clarified that as a
sovereign nation, a PM can
visit any country first. He
compared the ‘first visit India
or China conundrum’ to vis-
iting Nizamuddin or Ajmer
Sharif first: which made little
impact on the mainly Nepali
audience, adding that his visit
to China will not harm rela-
tions with India. 
For Nepal maintaining balance
between India and China is a
vital strategic mission that the
founding father of Nepal,

Prithvi Narayan Shah had
described as a yam between
two boulders. Geography and
social and cultural factors have
favoured India. The
dethroned Maoist leader and
four-time PM Prachanda, Oli’s
erstwhile short-term partner,
accused him in an interview
with an Indian journalist who
had come for the Kantipur
Conclave, of playing the China
card. UML was incensed by
the allegation, demanding an
apology from Prachanda. 
At the Kantipur Conclave,
Prachanda informed the audi-
ence that he was happy he was
no longer heading the govern-
ment as he could atone for his
party’s mistakes and serve the
people better. He clarified that
with 32 seats, he had never
sought power but others (NC
and UML) had come to him to
form the government. 
He asserted he had made a
direct assault on corruption –
the no 1 bane of Nepal – and
put many corrupt leaders
including members of his
party, and those who had sup-
ported his government in jail.
This included the newsmaker
and former Home Minister,
Rabi Lamichhane from the
Rashtriya Swatantra Party who
is at present in jail, being
investigated for fraud. In
Kathmandu, I discovered that
Lamichhane has created a
problem for the government

on which jail he should be
lodged in, due to massive
protests by his supporters.
They took him to the Terai
towns but not to his citadel in
Chitwan and brought him
back to Pokhara as they were
unable to present him before
a Kathmandu court to avoid
creating law and order issues.
Every other day there are mas-
sive traffic jams in Kathmandu
over some issue or the other. 
Oli was cool about Rabi, say-
ing at the Kantipur Conclave
that he had ‘once given Rabi a
job (in Nepal Television)’ but
did not know much about his
case. The parliamentary probe
that was ordered on him as
demanded by the Nepali
Congress was at the behest of
PM Prachanda and Rabi him-
self who was the Home
Minister in the coalition gov-
ernment. He added: “let law
take its course”. Oli’s China
conundrum was grabbing
headlines. By declaring he
won’t sign the BRI
Implementation plan on
Chinese terms for coalition
unity he has taken the fizz out
of the champagne that was to
be popped after his visit.

(The writer, a retired Major
General, was Commander,

IPKF South, Sri Lanka, and
founder member of the

Defence Planning Staff, cur-
rently the Integrated Defence

Staff; views are personal)
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In Kathmandu, I observed
that Nepal Prime Minister
KP Oli’s visit to China has
become a hot potato in the
chilly Kathmandu valley.

The China visit is being portrayed
by his Unified Marxist Leninist
Party (UML)-led coalition gov-
ernment as a bold initiative by Oli
to resolve the long-pending BRI
Implementation plan. The BRI
Framework Agreement 2017
signed by Nepal figured during
the maiden visit of President Xi
Jinping in 2019 when Xi
announced NC Rs 60 bn in
grants under BRI. Since 2008,
China has announced NC Rs 80
bn in grants. It seems the govern-
ment could not use the aid for
projects under BRI due to some
issues.
Several delegations from both
countries have interacted over the
BRI Implementation plan for a
long but the plan has not been
signed.
Oli last visited China in 2016 after
the Indian blockade and signed
several agreements including
energy trade but almost none has
materialised. China is insisting
that BRI projects that were trun-
cated at Beijing’s request from 35
to 9 be under loan whereas
Nepal, especially Nepali Congress,
the senior coalition partner, wants
them under grant. There were
fears Oli might sign in to please
the Chinese which resulted in
considerable squabbling between
them. A high-level task force of
the two parties has been meeting
to arrive at a consensus.
Opposition lawmakers wanted all
the agreements signed so far to be
made public and discussed in
Parliament and with civil society.
At a UML meeting, Oli recently
announced he would not sign BRI
for the sake of coalition unity. 
Chinese envoy Chen Song who
had been lobbying with lawmak-
ers to sign the BRI plan has clar-
ified that Chinese-built Pokhara
airport would not be converted
from loan to grant. Foreign
Minister Arzu Rana is going to
China on November 28 to pre-
pare for Oli’s visit with some plans
on BRI.
The other troubling issue was ‘the
first where – China or India’ visit
of Oli. Traditionally barring two
exceptions – Prime Ministers
Tanka Prasad Acharya and
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P Victor Selvaraj | Tirunelveli
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With a staggering 1.44
billion people 68 per
cent of them

between the ages of 15 and 64,
India stands to gain from an
immense, globally unmatched,
demographic dividend that
presents an unprecedented
opportunity for economic
growth amidst global chal-
lenges of declining birth rates
and labour shortages. The
vast labour force positions
India to realise the govern-
ment’s vision of becoming the
world’s third-largest economy
and the skills capital of the
world. 
This, coupled with the global
shift towards diversifying tal-
ent supply chains – particular-
ly to countries like India - can
significantly enhance our
geopolitical standing. East Asia
offers compelling evidence of 

reaping the demographic div-
idend. UNFPA reported that
Korea saw its per-capita gross
domestic product grow about
2,200 per cent between 1950
and 2008, and Thailand’s GDP
grew 970 per cent. 
The pressing question now is
whether India can fully capi-
talise on this demographic
dividend, and can the skills
ecosystem be the key to
unlocking this potential. The

Challenge Effectively leverag-
ing the demographic dividend
requires addressing several
critical challenges. The prima-
ry challenge is the need to cre-
ate sufficient job opportunities
to absorb the increasing num-
ber of young people entering
the workforce. 
Another key challenge is to
bridge the ‘skills gap’ - the dis-
crepancy between the skills
that job seekers possess and the
skills that employers require,
thereby creating opportunities
for meaningful employment.
This must be achieved on a
large scale as the country is
already home to 103 million
youth categorised as NEET
(not in education, employment
or training) and millions of
youth enter working age annu-
ally. Crafting Scalable Solutions
To leverage India’s demograph-

ic dividend effectively, scalable
solutions for skill develop-
ment are imperative. This
involves creating an ecosystem
– support large-scale skill
enhancement initiatives.
Firstly, systemic change can-
not occur in isolation; there-
fore, it is vital for government
bodies and private companies
to collaborate and pool
resources, expertise and fund-
ing. 
Therefore, fostering public-
private partnerships (PPPs) is
essential for expanding skill
development initiatives. It is
important to align training
programs with market
demands, focus on outcome-
based skilling, leverage tech-
nology and design effective,
replicable, and adaptable pro-
grams. This collaboration can
significantly contribute to cre-

ating a more resilient and
practical skill development
ecosystem.
Several initiatives in the realm
of skill development highlight
the transformative impact of
targeted training and strategic
partnerships. One such initia-
tive is Project AMBER, a
unique public-private part-
nership (PPP) where each
stakeholder—government,
training partners, and the pri-

vate sector (philanthropy)—
contributes to the model. This
initiative aims to enhance
overall employment and reten-
tion outcomes by prioritising
the quality of training, mentor-
ing, and retention. Such initia-
tives not only help achieve suc-
cess at an individual level but
also lay the groundwork for
broader systemic changes that
can redefine the impact of the
skilling ecosystem.
Secondly, aligning skilling pro-
grams with market demand is
crucial. Collaborating with
businesses provides valuable
input on course content which
ensures that learners are
trained on skill sets that are rel-
evant for the industry.
Employer feedback mecha-
nisms enable continuous
adjustments to training pro-
grams, which are in sync with

industry requirements. This
approach addresses the skills
gap by equipping learners with
relevant skills, helping them
adapt effectively to the work-
place. Ultimately, this strategy
offers a solution to talent
scarcity and unemployment by
bridging the gap between
workforce skills and market
demands.
To ensure training pro-
grammes remain dynamic, it’s
important to integrate data-
driven insights to evaluate
the progress of the trainees.
Thirdly, focusing on outcome-
based skilling is essential as it
prioritises employment and
retention rather than just train-
ing. Outcome-based skilling is
an approach to training that
focuses on achieving specific,
measurable outcomes rather
than merely completing a set

curriculum or an instruction-
al programme. 
Finally, with the right use of
technology, we can design
skill development programmes
that are both effective and scal-
able and create significant
impact. Technology can great-
ly expand the reach and acces-
sibility of these programmes
through online learning plat-
forms, virtual classrooms, and
mobile-friendly resources,
even in remote areas. At the
same time, standardised mod-
els like ‘train-the-trainer’ pro-
grammes ensure that rapid
expansion does not come at
the cost of quality, maintain-
ing consistency across differ-
ent regions.

(The writer is CEO,
Generation India Foundation

with inputs from Sourabh
Anand, views are personal)
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that needs the urgent attention of
the government is the MSME sec-
tor which continues to lie stagnant.
This sector is the prime driver of
employment growth and needs
steps to facilitate the establishment
of new units and expansion of the
existing ones. These steps are—
bureaucratic reforms to cut red
tape and reduce unnecessary reg-
ulatory compliances that engender
corruption and impede growth.
To boost Indigenous manufactur-
ing and increase the share of
manufacturing in the national
GDP from 16 per cent (almost
stagnant since 2015) to upwards of
20 per cent, rebooting the entire
Make in India program is needed.
The blueprint of this otherwise
visionary plan was, alas, not imple-
mented seriously. 
Too much dependence on foreign
capital and FDI was never forth-
coming and efforts should have
been made to utilise domestic cap-
ital. The central sector and state
sector Public Sector Undertakings
(PSUs) should have taken the ini-
tiative in enhancing domestic
manufacturing. Also, Make in
India should have emphasised
Make by India. Bureaucratic
reforms, an increase in domestic
manufacturing especially by PSUs
by increasing import tariffs and
further increasing fiscal conces-
sions are some of the steps need-
ed. Good work has been done in
the area of defence and space in
this context by encouraging and
promoting startups. 
This should be extended to other
sectors of the economy. Value-
added manufacturing in agricul-
ture, food, healthcare and educa-
tion will go a long way in boost-
ing indigenous manufacturing
and even exports. It is quite a pity
that in spite of the wonderful suc-
cess of the BJP government in the
cleanup of the Banks, its benefit
has not percolated to domestic
manufacturing. Why out of the

100 smart cities conceived in
2014, only about 20 have seen the
light of the day and that too par-
tially? The establishment of special
economic zones and specialised
product production zones was
blueprinted but its implementation
has also got stuck in the legislative
and bureaucratic quagmires.
Bureaucratic reforms, I reiterate,
are an emergent necessity. Large
imports from China over the last
ten years have indeed prevented
the growth of MSMEs in the
country. Many pre-existing facto-
ries faced closure and many man-
ufacturers turned traders. India’s
exports to China in 2023-24 were
USD 16.65 billion, while imports
stood at USD 101.75 billion, leav-
ing a trade deficit of more than
USD 85 billion. Efforts were made
by the ruling NDA government to
contain Chinese imports. But most
of the curtailment took place in
lower-end consumer goods and
less dent could be made in import
of industrial goods. Irrespective of
government policy, if our country-
men had decided to boycott
Chinese goods that can be pro-
duced in India, we would have
made a huge dent in Chinese
imports and facilitated the growth
of the domestic manufacturing
industry. But this did not happen. 
The land acquisition Amendment
Bill was presented in Parliament on
10 March 2015 but could not be
passed due to opposition by non-
BJP lawmakers in the Rajya Sabha
where the ruling NDA lacked a
clear majority in numbers. The
opposition party MPs called the
proposed amendments anti-
farmer and anti-poor. The pro-
posed amendments sought to
remove requirements for approval
from farmers to proceed with
land acquisition under five broad
categories of projects. Its passage
continues to hang fire. It is the
foundational base of the Make in
India program. When will it be

passed? Political expediency has
been truly the bane of our coun-
try and the main impediment to
our fast-track economic progress.
In the above context, it would be
appropriate to mention that
strongly nationalistic citizens can
collectively create conditions con-
ducive to the growth of the domes-
tic industry. The economic resur-
gence of Germany and Japan post
World War 2 are case in point.
Though the USA lent economic
support to these countries, their
citizens were patriotically driven to
establish their domestic manufac-
turing base and the countries
developed into major industrial
and economic powers in a period
of barely two decades following
their defeat and total devastation
in 1945, the end year of the war.
Both these countries lay stress on
manufacturing, innovation and
technology development. Their
emphasis was on production and
value-added exports. A similar
strategy is needed. India has been
the world’s major economic power
for millennia and in keeping with
its inherent potential; it is capable
of a long-term economic growth
rate of 12 per cent. 
For this to happen, the aforesaid
steps brook no delay. In the des-
tiny of nations, there are some
phases when it becomes necessary
to take bold steps in line with pro-
gressive principles of economic
development rather than get
bogged down by over-strategising
and political expediency. Our
revered political and economic
scholar Chanakya had stated that
Dharma (righteousness) should
take precedence over everything
else in governance and even strat-
egy should be aligned with univer-
sal divine Dharma. We need to
proceed further in our economic
journey accordingly.

(The author is a management
consultant based in New Delhi;

views are personal)

The world is undergoing rapid
political changes. With these
geopolitical changes under-
way, it becomes imperative to
relook at the current strategy

for economic development to meet the
declared target of achieving a developed
nation status by 2047. It becomes nec-
essary to realign and readjust the poli-
cy points with the changing circum-
stances. Countries become rich by pro-
ducing and selling globally valuable and
value-added products. India’s share in
global trade has to grow rapidly from the
present measly 1.8 per cent in goods
exports and 2.8 per cent in goods
imports. In the service sector too, India
needs to enhance its share of delivered
services upwards from the present 6 per
cent. How will this happen? We need
to take quantum measures and hard
steps without caring for internal politi-
cal expediency. Global political scenario
may affect the choice of strategic steps
but it can have, at best, limited effect if
we as a nation are determined, focused
and forthright. 
Nothing can come in the way if we act
united and our government performs its
actions without fear or favour. The
government’s backtracking on the
Agriculture and Farm Bills of 2019 was
an unfortunate incident. Such incidents
should not recur. The government buck-
led under the fake protests by agro mar-
ket middlemen masquerading as farm-
ers who created a false show of protests
to put spokes in the wheel of the Bills and
sabotage them. The government, under
fear of bourgeoning vandalism by anti-
national elements to prevent the promul-
gation of Bills, backed by foreign enemy
countries capitulated and rolled back the
Bills. This should not have happened.
The country paid a heavy price for this
as agriculture is still the mainstay of
India’s economy. If only those important
Bills had been passed, we would have
witnessed an economic growth rate
increase of at least 2 per cent over the
existing. Let our government bring
back those Bills at the earliest appropri-
ate time to provide a vital booster to our
economy. The other important area
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On the occasion of National Law Day, Punjab 

BJP Legal Cell President NK Verma called a 

special meeting of the lawyers of Nayagaon 

regarding the Eco Sensitive Zone.  

Even before the proposal was passed by the Punjab 

Government to increase the scope of the Eco Sensitive Zone in 

the Nayagaon area from 100 meters to 3 kilometers, the protest 

has started. During this, Punjab BJP Legal Cell President 

Advocate NK Verma, Rambilas Gupta, Satish Baliyan, Praveen 

Rohilla, Madan Bhandari, Sarvesh Gupta, Sanjeev Bawa, 

Surinder Gaur, GS Gopera, Anup Verma, Charanjit Jangra, 

Vipin Sharma, etc. were present. In which the lawyers of 

Nayagaon participated and all said that we all stand with the 

residents of Nayagaon. This 3 kilometer area of Eco Sensitive 

Zone will not be allowed to be implemented. Which was 

opposed earlier as well, this matter is pending in the court. On 

this occasion, all the lawyers present strongly condemned the 

issue of increasing the Eco Sensitive Zone by 3 kilometers by 

the Punjab Government. If the Punjab government approves 

this proposal, then they will protest against it day and night 

along with the residents of Nayagaon area. They will continue 

the protest till this proposal is cancelled. During this, all the 

lawyers said that they will not let the Nayagaon area be ruined. 

There are 21 wards here and lakhs of people live here. They 

will stand like a rock with the people. For this, a demand letter 

will be given to the Governor Sahib. 

SJVN's Rampur HPS organized 22nd Edition 

of Vendor Development Meet 

Shimla: SJVN's 412 MW Rampur HPS successfully organized 

the 22nd Edition of Vendor Development Meet for Micro, 

Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) today. Sh. Ajay 

Kumar Sharma, Director (Personnel) SJVN was the Chief 

Guest of the occasion. The program commenced with lighting 

of the lamp by Chief Guest Sh. Ajay Kumar Sharma and his 

wife Smt. Shelly Sharma, Head of Project, Rampur HPS Sh. 

Vikas Marwah and other senior dignitaries from Corporate 

Headquarters and various projects. 

Sh. Ajay Kumar Sharma in his inaugural address said that 

SJVN has always been committed to promote MSMEs. Such 

Vendor Development Meets are an important step towards 

promoting an inclusive ecosystem where the MSME's can 

prosper and thrive. Our aim is to open new avenues for MSMEs 

and pave the way for sustainable development in collaboration 

with various institutions such as MSME, NSIC and National 

SC/ST Hub. He laid emphasis on connecting SC/ST and 

women owned MSMEs to the mainstream. He further stated 

that the local vendors will immensely benefit from such 

programs.  

National Institute Of Technical Teachers 

Training And Research, Chandigarh 

National Institute of Technical Teachers Training and Research, 

Chandigarh (Ministry of Education, Government of India) 

organized a Conclave for Promoting Internationalization on 

26th November, 2024 in resonance with the objective of NEP 

2020 to internationalize India’s education system. As a leading 

institute in technical education and teacher training, NITTTR 

Chandigarh has consistently demonstrated a commitment to 

advancing academic excellence and fostering innovation. 

The function was graced by Sh.Govind Jaiswal, Joint Secretary, 

Ministry of Education, Govt. of India. He spoke about the 

various aspects of NEP 2020 and the need to setup an 

ecosystem that can facilitate international collaboration for 

benefit of education and culture in India and other countries of 

the world via mutual activities. The delegates from Embassies 

of Finland, Israel, INWF (Indo Nodiac Water Farms), the 

representatives from IITs, IISER, NIPER, Mohali, NITs were 

present. The function was graced by the presence of Prof. S K 

Dhameja, Director General of CPSC Manila, Philippines and 

it was a matter of pride that NITTTR Chandigarh signed a MoU 

with CPSC Manila on 25th November, 2025 for further 

international collaboration. 

 

Ayurveda is effective in fighting obesity: Dr 

Shilpa  Jain 

Panchkula: Obesity, termed as ‘Medh Rog’ in Ayurveda, is the 

root cause of numerous chronic ailments from hypertension, 

high cholesterol, and diabetes to heart diseases, joint pains, 

hormonal imbalances, and fatty liver, obesity lays the 

foundation for serious health complications. Dr Shilpa  Jain, a 

renowned Ayurvedic physician with over 22 years of 

experience and the founder of Sanjivani Ayurvedic Research 

Centre, located in Sec 16, Panchkula, advocates for a natural 

and effective approach to weight management through 

Ayurveda. “Obesity is not merely a cosmetic concern but a 

metabolic disorder deeply rooted in imbalances of the body’s 

doshas—Vaat, Pitta, and Kaff,” explained Dr Jain. “An increase 

in Kaff dosha, in particular, triggers weight gain, inactiveness, 

high cholesterol, and other health issues. Ayurveda offers time-

tested solutions to address these imbalances holistically and 

sustainably,” she said. Dr Shilpa Jain was expressing her views 

in an online session on the subject of 'management and 

treatment of obesity in ayurveda'.
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NATO’s new Secretary
General Mark Rutte on

Tuesday said the alliance “needs
to go further” to support Ukraine
in its fight against a Russian inva-
sion and accused Moscow of
dangerously escalating the con-
flict by bringing in thousands of
North Korean troops.
“In pursuing its illegal war in
Ukraine, Russia makes use of
North Korean weapons and
troops, Iranian drones and
Chinese dual use goods for its
defense industry,” Rutte said
while on a visit to Greece. “This
is a dangerous expansion of the

war and a challenge to global
peace and security.”
Rutte, a former Dutch prime
minister who took over as NATO
chief last month, met Greek
Prime Minister Kyriakos
Mitsotakis in Athens and
thanked him for Greek support
for Ukraine that includes
weapons and ammunition, as
well as training for F-16 pilots and
technicians. “Our support for
Ukraine has kept them in the
fight, but we need to go further
to change the trajectory of the
conflict,” Rutte said.
Greece spends over 3% of its
gross domestic product on
defense, above the 2% commit-

ted minimum for NATO mem-
bers, and is seeking a change in
European Union budget rules to
allow for greater military spend-
ing. It also wants to help create a
common European air defence
system. “We agree on one of the
fundamental priorities for all
allies: the need to strengthen our
collective defence, a goal that
requires a strong defence indus-
try with significant investments,”
Mitsotakis said, adding that
Athens backed “a more function-
al relationship between NATO
and the European Union, to
further strengthen the European
pillar of the alliance.”
Europe’s NATO members have

been discussing plans to boost
defence investments for months
due to the ongoing war in
Ukraine and uncertainty sur-
rounding the incoming US
administration following the
election victory of President-
elect Donald Trump.
Rutte’s visit to Athens follows
meetings with Trump in Florida
and Turkish leaders in Ankara
Monday. Rutte also held talks
with Greece’s Minister of Foreign
Affairs George Gerapetritis and
Minister of Defence Nikos
Dendias. Several thousand pro-
testers marched through central
Athens in opposition to the
NATO chief ’s visit. 

Sri Lanka to present interim budget on Dec 5
+3��� �,�,-/,

The interim budget of the
new government will be

presented on December 5 while
the full budget for 2025 would
be presented on February 17,
the government announced on
Tuesday.

“There would be a submis-
sion of an interim budget to the
Parliament for the continuation
of government functions and
debt servicing from January to
April 2025,” government
spokesman and Minister
Nalinda Jayathissa told
reporters.

The interim budget would
be presented on December 5
and would seek parliament’s
approval on December 6, he

said referring to a cabinet deci-
sion on Monday.

He also announced that the
full budget for 2025 would be
presented in parliament on
February 17 next year.

Earlier last week, the new
parliament of Sri Lanka – the
10th parliament since 1978 –
was convened on Thursday
for the first session after the rul-
ing National People’s Power’s
(NPP) landslide electoral vic-
tory. Soon after his presidential
victory in September, President
Anura Kumara Dissanayake
had announced parliamentary
polls. The ruling NPP created
history in the November 14
election by winning 159 seats
in the 225-member assembly.

Meanwhile, Sri Lankan

President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake plans to visit
China following his proposed
official trip to India, Cabinet
spokesman Nalinda Jayathissa
said on Tuesday.

Jayathissa said an official
invitation has been handed to
Dissanayake by the Chinese
Ambassador in Colombo.

Dissanayake’s first over-
seas visit will take place in the
third week of December to
India, a Cabinet spokesman
said, adding that no dates have
been fixed.

On November 18, Foreign
Minister Vijitha Herath said
that Dissanayake will visit India
at the invitation of the Indian
government in mid-December.

External Affairs Minister S

Jaishankar who became the
first foreign dignitary to call on
Dissanayake when he was elect-
ed President in September had
extended the invitation.

Jaishankar visited Sri Lanka
in October since the National
People’s Power (NPP) govern-
ment led by Dissanayake came
to power on September 23.

On Monday, a top Chinese
delegation led by Sun Haiyan,
the Vice Minister of the
International Department of
the Central Committee, met
Dissanayake in Colombo.

The Chinese delegation
reaffirmed China’s willingness
to assist Sri Lanka and
Dissanayake expressed his grat-
itude to China for steadfastly
assisting Sri Lanka. 
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Apowerful rebel group has
seized a key trading town in

northeastern Myanmar on the
Chinese border, taking control of
a lucrative rare earth mining hub
in another setback for the mili-
tary-led government, according
to witnesses.
The apparent loss of Kanpaiti to
the Kachin Independence Army
leaves Myanmar’s military in
control of only one town with a
border crossing, Muse, and
deprives it of potential profits
from the mines that provide
China with rare earth minerals
critical for electric motors and
wind turbines, as well as high-
tech weapons and a broad range
of electronics.
Neither Col Naw Bu, the KIA’s
spokesperson, nor Thet Swe,
spokesperson for the military,
responded to multiple requests
for comment, but several local
media outlets reported that
Kanpaiti fell last week. The ongo-
ing civil war and military restric-
tions make travel for journalists

nearly impossible, but the reports
were confirmed by witnesses by
telephone.
Video clips circulating on social
media, which could not be inde-
pendently verified, showed what
was said to be a KIA member
raising the group’s flag at the tun-
nel through the mountain to
China. Other clips showed a vast
quantity of weapons allegedly
captured by the KIA.
The military seized power from
the elected government of Aung
San Suu Kyi in February 2021,
triggering intensified fighting
with long-established armed
militias organised by Myanmar’s
ethnic minority groups in its bor-
der regions which have struggled
for decades for more autonomy.
The once-mighty armed forces,
known as the Tatmadaw, have
suffered a series of unprecedent-
ed defeats over the past year, espe-
cially in areas to the east near the
Chinese border and in the west-
ern state of Rakhine, after an
alliance of three powerful militias
launched a coordinated offensive
on October 27, 2023.

Since then, other militias organ-
ised along ethnic lines have
joined in, including the KIA in
the northern state of Kachin.
In Kachin’s so-called Special
Region 1, where Kanpaiti is
located, the KIA since late
September has been increasing
assaults on a rival ethnic militia,
the New Democratic Army-
Kachin, which is allied with the
government military and had
provided border guard forces.
The NDA-K also controlled the
web of small, unlicensed opera-
tions where heavy rare earth ele-
ments are mined, then sold
directly to China’s big state-
owned mining conglomerates
or through intermediaries.
There are more than 300 unreg-
ulated mines in the area, produc-
ing most of the USD 1.4 billion
in rare earths for sale to China last
year “at a terrible cost to the envi-
ronment and local communities,”
according to a report issued by
London-based environmental
group Global Witness in May.
It’s not clear how much of the
profits flowed to the military gov-

ernment, and how much direct-
ly to the NDA-K, however, and
while the loss of any revenue
stream would be bad for the mil-
itary, the fall of Kanpaiti is not
necessarily a game changer for
the overall conflict, said Morgan
Michaels, a Singapore-based ana-
lyst with the International
Institute of Strategic Studies
(IISS) who runs its Myanmar
Conflict Map project.
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Philippine authorities hand-
ed a subpoena to Vice

President Sara Duterte’s office
Tuesday, inviting her to answer
investigators’ questions after
she publicly threatened to have
the president, his wife and the
House of Representatives
speaker assassinated if she were
killed in an unspecified plot
herself.
President Ferdinand Marcos Jr
on Monday described her
threat as a criminal plot and
vowed to fight it and uphold
the rule of law in the country
in a looming showdown
between the country’s two top
leaders.
The national police and the
military expressed alarm and
immediately boosted Marcos’s
security. National Security
Adviser Eduardo Ano said the
threats were a national securi-
ty concern.
Duterte, a 46-year-old lawyer,
said her remarks were not an
actual threat but an expression
of concern over her own safe-
ty due to unspecified danger to
her life. The Marcos adminis-
tration’s statements against her
were “a farce” and part of
efforts to persecute critics like
her, Duterte said.
The subpoena ordered Duterte
to appear before the National
Bureau of Investigation on
Friday to “shed light on the
investigation for alleged grave
threats.”
Duterte said Monday she was
willing to face an investigation
but demanded the Marcos
administration also respond
to her questions, including
alleged irregularities in govern-
ment.
Under Philippine law, such
public remarks may constitute
a crime of threatening to inflict
a wrong on a person or their
family and is punishable by a
prison term and fine.
Marcos ran with Duterte as his
vice-presidential running mate
in 2022 elections and both
won landslide victories on a
campaign call of national unity.
In the Philippines, the two
positions are elected separate-
ly. The two leaders and their
camps, however, soon had a
bitter falling out over key dif-
ferences, including in their
approaches to China’s aggres-
sive territorial claims in the dis-
puted South China Sea.
Duterte resigned from the
Marcos Cabinet in June as
education secretary.
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Shashikant Ruia, a first-
generation entrepreneur

who turned a small con-
struction business into an
infrastructure conglomerate,
died after a prolonged illness.
He was 80.
Shashi Ruia, as he was fond-

ly called, co-founded the met-
als-to-technology conglom-
erate Essar with his brother
Ravi.
Ruia, who would have turned
81 next month, died in
Mumbai around midnight.
He had returned from the US,
where he was undergoing
treatment, about a month
back.
"It is with profound grief that
we inform of the passing of

Shri  Shashikant Ruia,
Patriarch of the Ruia and
Essar Family," the Ruia fam-
ily said in a statement.
He is survived by his wife

Manju and two sons Prashant
and Anshuman.
Starting his career in 1965

under the guidance of his
father Nand Kishore Ruia,
Shashi and his brother Ravi
laid the foundation of Essar in
1969 when they bagged a Rs
2.5 crore order from the
Madras Port Trust for the
construction of an outer
breakwater in the port.

In the early years, Essar
focused on construction and
engineering projects and built
a number of bridges, dams
and power plants. In the
1980s, Essar diversified into

the energy sector with the
acquisition of oil and gas
assets.
A decade later, it became a

significant player in steel and
telecommunications, setting
up a large steel plant in
Gujarat, and rising to become
India's second-largest tele-
com operator in a joint ven-
ture with Hutchison. It also
went on to build an oil refin-
ery in Gujarat despite funds
being stopped because of
business rivals.
Later, it exited the telecom

business, sold the oil refinery
to a  consortium led by
Russia's Rosneft and had to let
go of  steel  plants to
ArcelorMittal when insol-
vency proceedings were ini-
tiated to recover unpaid loans.

Today, Essar Global Fund
Ltd, which oversees the busi-
nesses co-founded by the Ruia
brothers, manages assets
across sectors such as infra-

structure, energy, metals and
mining, technology, and ser-
vices.

According to the Essar
Group's website, these port-

folio companies generate
combined revenues of USD 14
billion.
"With an unwavering com-

mitment to community uplift-
ment and philanthropy, he
touched millions of lives leav-
ing an enduring impact. His
humility, warmth, and ability
to connect with everyone he
met, made him a truly excep-
tional leader," the Ruia fami-
ly statement said.
"An iconic industrialist, Shri
Shashikant Ruia, Chairman,
Essar Group, played a signif-
icant role in redefining India's
corporate landscape. He laid
the foundation of the Essar
Group and made it a global
conglomerate."

His "extraordinary legacy
will remain a guiding light for

all of us, as we honour his
vision and continue to uphold
the values he cherished and
championed," it added.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi called Ruia a 'towering
figure' in his condolence mes-
sage.

"Shri Shashikant
Ruia Ji was a colossal figure in
the world of industry. His
visionary leadership and
unwavering commitment to
excellence transformed the
business landscape of India.
He also set high benchmarks
for innovation and growth.
He was always full of ideas,
always discussing how we
can make our country better.
Shashi Ji's demise is deeply
saddening. My deepest con-
dolences to his family and

loved ones in this hour of
grief. Om Shanti," the PM
wrote on social media plat-
form X (formerly Twitter). He
also posted a picture of him
with Ruia.

Ruia held several
prominent posit ions in
national and industry organ-
isations. He was part of the
managing committee of the
Federation of  Indian
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FICCI) and served
as chairman of the Indo-US
Joint Business Council. He
was also the former president
of  the Indian National
Shipowners Association and a
member of  the Prime
Minister's Indo-US CEO
Forum and the India-Japan
Business Council.
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Ratings agency Moody's said
on Tuesday that it has cut

the outlook on the ratings of
seven Adani entities to 'nega-
tive' from 'stable', citing the US
indictment of Chairman
Gautam Adani and others on
alleged bribery charges, while
Fitch Ratings put some bonds
of the conglomerate on nega-
tive watch.
Moody's affirmed the ratings

on all seven entities -- Adani
Ports and Special Economic
Zone Ltd, two limited restrict-
ed groups of Adani Green
Energy Ltd, Adani
Transmission Step-One Ltd,
Adani Transportation
Restricted group 1 (AESL
RG1), Adani Electricity
Mumbai Ltd and Adani
International Container
Terminal Pvt Ltd.
"These rating actions follow

the indictment of Adani Green

Energy Ltd's (AGEL) chairman
Gautam Adani and several
senior management team
members by the US Attorney's
Office in a criminal case and
the filing of charges by the US
Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) in a civil
case," Moody's said.
The charges and allegations

include bribery of Indian gov-
ernment officials, securities
and wire fraud; conspiracy to
violate the US Foreign Corrupt
Practices Act and obstruct jus-
tice; false statements made in
annual reports, and false state-
ments made to the US govern-
ment in relation to its investi-
gation into the group.
"The change in the outlook on
the seven Adani entities to
negative considers the indict-
ment of Adani and other senior
Adani executives on bribery
and other charges, which will
likely weaken Adani Group's
access to funding and increase

its capital costs," it said.
The rating action, Moody's

said, recognises the possibility
of broader weaknesses in the
governance structure across
the rated Adani group entities
as well as potential operational
disruptions, including on their
capital spending plans, while
legal proceedings are going.
"Although the allegations and
the charges made by US
Attorney's Office and SEC per-
tain to AGEL's chairman and
senior management team
members, we believe they
could have a broader credit
impact on all rated Adani
Group issuers, given Gautam
Adani's prominent role as
chairman of each of the rated
entities or their parent compa-
nies as well as the controlling
shareholder," it said.
The project finance entities of
the group are not exposed to
refinancing risk and do not
require any substantial capital

investment, it said, adding that
they remain exposed to the
potential governance weak-
ness and the risks that could
arise from any negative find-
ings in the ongoing legal pro-
ceedings.  Stating that an
upgrade of the ratings is unlike-
ly in the near term, given the
negative outlook on all seven
issuers, Moody's said it could
change the rating outlooks to

stable if legal proceedings con-
clude clearly with no material
negative credit impact.
"A stable outlook will also be

predicated on the group main-
taining appropriate financial
metrics for the respective rat-
ings, demonstrating its retained
access to funding to meet
growth initiatives and refi-
nancing requirements, and
strengthening its governance

practices across the group enti-
ties," it added. "We could
downgrade the ratings of the
group entities if the legal pro-
ceedings lead to a material
disruption to their operations
or access to capital. A down-
grade is also likely if the group
is unable to address or rectify
governance issues associated
with the ongoing legal pro-
ceedings".
Separately, Fitch placed ratings
on Adani Energy and Adani
Electricity Mumbai on negative
watch list following the bribery
charges and indictment of cer-
tain board members of Adani
Green Energy Limited (AGEL)
by the US Securities and
Exchange Commission and
Department of Justice.
This, it said, "reflects increased
corporate governance risk and
potential contagion risk that
could affect the funding access
and liquidity.

"While the US indictment

mainly involves AGEL's key
leadership, the proceedings
and the outcome could reflect
significantly weaker corporate
governance practices of the
group and lead to negative
rating actions. Two of the
indicted board members
belong to the founding share-
holders of Adani group, and
one of them is a trustee and
beneficiary in the SB Adani
Family Trust, which effective-
ly owns a majority of shares in
both AESL and AEML," it said.
Fitch said it will monitor the

investigations for any impact
on the financial flexibility of the
rated entities, particularly any
material deterioration in near-
to medium-term funding
access, including their ability to
roll over existing credit lines or
access new facilities, as well as
potentially higher credit
spreads.
The rating agency expected the
near-term liquidity of AESL

and AEML to be sufficient, as
there are no significant sched-
uled debt maturities in the
next 12-18 months. They also
have some flexibility in capex
plans.
"We believe the latest devel-

opments could hamper the
group's funding access. This
can significantly affect the
growth plans of AESL, though
there is some flexibility in its
capex plans. Increased reliance
on onshore funding could
heighten refinancing risk over
the medium term, and a mate-
rial rise in borrowing costs
could reduce operating cash
flow generation," it said. 
"The impact of a material dete-
rioration in the group's fund-
ing access is likely to be limit-
ed for AEML, as regulations
allow for pass-through of oper-
ating and interest costs, limit-
ing the impact on the credit
profile even in the event of ris-
ing borrowing costs, it said."
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Benchmark indices Sensex
and Nifty snapped the

two-day rally and closed
lower on Tuesday in line with
weak global market trends
amid concerns over tariff
threats by US President-elect
Donald Trump.
In a volatile trade, the 30-

share Sensex declined 105.79
points or 0.13 per cent to set-
tle at 80,004.06. During the
day, it lost 311.18 points or
0.38 per cent to 79,798.67.

The broader NSE Nifty
declined by 27.40 points or
0.11 per cent to 24,194.50.

From the 30-share Sensex
pack, UltraTech Cement,
Adani Ports, Sun Pharma,
NTPC, Tata Motors,
Mahindra & Mahindra,
Larsen & Toubro and Power
Grid were among the biggest
laggards.
Asian Paints, Infosys, JSW

Steel,  Tata Consultancy
Ser vices and Reliance
Industries were among the
biggest gainers.

Global  stock markets
declined following concerns
over US President-elect
Donald Trump's comment

that he plans to impose new
tariffs on Mexico, Canada
and China as soon as he takes
office on January 20.

In Asian markets, Seoul,
Tokyo and Shanghai settled
lower while Hong Kong
ended higher.
European markets were trad-
ing lower. The US markets
ended in the positive territo-
ry on Monday.
All Adani group stocks ended
lower, with Adani Green
Energy tumbling 7.05 per
cent.
Global oil benchmark Brent

crude climbed 0.71 per cent to
USD 73.58 a barrel.

Benchmark equity indices

surged on Monday, helped by
the BJP pulling off a stunning
performance in Maharashtra,
winning a record number of
seats to propel the party-led
ruling Mahayuti alliance to a
landslide victory.
The BSE benchmark jumped
992.74 points or 1.25 per cent
to settle at 80,109.85 on
Monday. The Nifty surged
314.65 points or 1.32 per cent
to 24,221.90. 

Foreign Inst itut ional
Investors (FIIs) turned buyers
on Monday after unabated
selling for the past many
days. They bought equities
worth Rs 9,947.55 crore,
according to exchange data.
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Rupee fell 3 paise to close
at 84.32 (provisional)

against US dollar on Tuesday,
as the greenback strengthened
on Donald Trump's tariff
plans and a muted trend in
domestic equities.

Forex traders said US
President elect  Donald
Trump's comments that he
would impose additional 10
per cent tariffs on Chinese
goods and impose a 25 per
cent levy on imports from
Mexico and Canada has
affected risk sentiment.

Traders are also awaiting
the Federal Open Market
Committee (FOMC) minutes
of the November 7 meeting
for further cues.

At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee opened at
84.27 and touched an intra-
day high of 84.22 and low of
84.35 against the greenback.
The unit ended the session at
84.32 (provisional) against
the dollar, registering a fall of
3 paise over its previous close.
On Monday, the rupee appre-
ciated 12 paise to close at
84.29 against US dollar.
"Traders look forward to the

FOMC minutes of  the
November 7 meeting to be
released later tonight. The
USD-INR pair may continue
to trade in the 84-84.50 in the
short term. Interim support is
at 84.11," said Praveen Singh
– Associate VP, Fundamental
Currencies and Commodities,
Sharekhan by BNP Paribas.
Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback's
strength against a basket of six
currencies, was trading high-
er by 0.06 per cent at 106.87.
Brent crude, the global oil

benchmark, rose 0.79 per
cent to USD 73.59 per barrel
in futures trade.
The overall strength of the

American currency and ele-
vated crude oil prices are
likely to strain India's trade
balance, creating challenges
for the rupee, forex traders
said.
In the domestic equity mar-

ket, the 30-share BSE Sensex
fell 105.79 points, or 0.13 per
cent, to close at 80,004.06
points, while Nifty fell 27.40
points, or 0.11 per cent, to set-
tle at 24,194.50 points.

Fore ign Inst i tut iona l
Investors (FIIs) turned net
buyers in the capital markets
on Monday,  purchasing
shares worth Rs 9,947.55
crore, according to exchange
data. 
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The Delhi High Court has
stayed clean energy agency

SECI's decision to bar Anil
Ambani group firm Reliance
Power Ltd from participating in
auctions for three years, the
company said on Tuesday.
The Solar Energy Corporation
of India (SECI) had earlier
this month barred Reliance
Power and its units from par-
ticipating in auctions for three
years over allegations of sub-
mitting a fake bank guarantee
to support its bid for a recent
battery storage tender.
"High Court of Delhi, in its
hearing held today, has grant-
ed stay on notice of debarment
and public notice issued by
SECI against the company,
including all its subsidiaries
except Reliance NU BESS
Limited (formerly known as
Maharashtra Energy
Generation Limited)," the firm
said in a stock exchange filing.
Reliance NU BESS had sub-
mitted a bank guarantee pur-
portedly issued by the
FirstRand Bank through its

branch supposed to be located
in Manila City, Manila, the
Philippines.
Upon detailed investigation, it
was confirmed by the Indian
branch of the above Bank that
there does not exist any such
branch of the bank in the
Philippines, prompting SECI to
conclude that the BG submit-
ted was a fake document.
On November 6, SECI
announced debarring Reliance
Power and Reliance NU BESS
from participating in SECI
tenders for three years for sub-
mitting "fake documents".
Reliance Power said it had
challenged the notice of debar-
ment by SECI in the Delhi
High Court.
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Financial Services Secretary
M Nagaraju on Tuesday

said public sector banks will
unveil new products in the next
few months to improve credit
growth.
"We are actually committed to
enhancing, and we want to
push as much credit as possi-
ble because we have a huge
number of young people," he
said while addressing the
Financial Inclusion and Fintech
Summit organised by CII here.
Public sector banks are going
to launch new products in the
next 3-4 months to push cred-
it for all sectors, including
MSME, he said.
Over the last few years, the gov-
ernment has already taken
multiple steps to improve cred-
it availability to small borrow-
ers, including announcing a
new credit model in the Budget
to lend to borrowers with no
previous financial records.
Though the banking sector is
robust, Nagaraju said rising
digital frauds are posing a risk
to financial sector stability,
and banks should focus on

addressing this challenge. 
Both digital innovations and
financial literacy will help mit-
igate this, he added. 
Speaking on the sidelines,
Nagaraju also said the Banking
Amendment Bill tabled in
Parliament during the mon-
soon session will likely be
moved in the ongoing winter
session.The amendments are
aimed at bringing changes to
banking regulations, including
redefining substantial interest
for directors, increasing the
number of nominees for bank
deposits and changing com-
pliance reporting dates.
Speaking on Fintech, he said

India is the third largest coun-
try in terms of startups, and
there are about 13,000 such
entities working in the space. 
The government remains com-
mitted to the goal of financial
inclusion and it is working
closely with the fintech indus-
try to attain greater inclusivi-
ty, especially in under-pene-
trated areas.
"The government is making a
lot of efforts to foster ease of
doing business and reduce
compliance burden for the
Fintech companies," he noted.
He underscored the govern-
ment's continuous endeavour
to provide a facilitating ecosys-

tem to the fintech industry,
including robust digital infra-
structure and schemes like PM
Suraksha Bima Yojana and
Atal Pension Yojana, which
could bring huge opportunities
for the industry.
"A fine balance is required
between fostering innovation
and protecting the regulatory
system's integrity," he cau-
tioned. 
Speaking on the occasion,
Nabard Chairman Shaji KV
emphasised the need to bring
about technological transfor-
mation in a more democratic
manner, especially in the rural
economy.
While bigger banks have ben-
efited from greater digitisation,
cooperative banks and region-
al rural banks may not have
reaped the benefits of digitisa-
tion to a similar extent, Shaji
added. 
Given that these banks may not
have sufficient funds to invest
in new technologies, it is
important that all stakeholders
make a greater effort to include
RRBs and cooperative banks in
new digital endeavours, he
said. 
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Around 80 per cent of Gen
Z professionals prioritise

mentorship and career growth
over traditional metrics like
salary, reflecting a stronger
focus on personal and pro-
fessional development, a
report said on Tuesday.
Gen Zs (people born between
the mid-to-late 1990s and
early 2010s) adopt a more
deliberate approach, seeking
clarity and purpose in their
careers, unlike those from
previous generations for
whom financial stability was
the primary concern, said a
report by jobs and profes-
sional networking platform
apna.Co.
They aim to build skills that

naturally lead to rewards,
emphasising a future-orient-
ed, strategic mindset instead
of short-term gains, said the
report. 
The report is based on a sur-
vey carried out among 10,000
Gen Z professionals during
October and November to
explore their professional

preferences and workplace
expectations.
Positive work environment

emerged as a critical factor for
74 per cent of respondents,
indicating the importance of
inclusivity, respect and active
engagement, it said.
While people of earlier gen-

erations often overlooked
mentorship and structured
learning, Gen Zs demand
continuous feedback, collab-
oration, and recognition.
Gen Zs reject working in iso-
lation or receiving occasion-
al acknowledgement. Instead,
they value workplaces that
align personal and profes-
sional growth, it stated.
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US women’s national
team goalkeeper
Alyssa Naeher, known

for her unflappable
demeanor in the face of
pressure, is retiring from
international soccer.
Naeher was on the team’s
roster for a pair of upcoming
matches in Europe but those
games will be her last after a
full 11 years playing for the
United States.
Naeher was the starting
goalkeeper for the U.S. Team
that won the Women’s World
Cup in 2019 and the gold
medal at this year’s Olympics
in France. She’s the only U.S.
Goalkeeper to earn a shutout
in both a World Cup and an
Olympic final.
She made a key one-handed
save in stoppage time to
preserve the Americans’ 1-0
victory over Brazil in the

Olympic final. Mallory
Swanson, who scored the
only goal, ran down the
length of the field to embrace
Naeher at the final whistle.
Naeher announced her
retirement on social media
Monday.
“Every tear shed in the
challenging times and
disappointments made every
smile and celebration in the
moments of success that
much more joyful. This has
been a special team to be a
part of and I am beyond
proud of what we have
achieved both on and off the
field,” she wrote. “The
memories I have made over
the years will last me a
lifetime.”
Naeher has been known
throughout her career for her
calm and steady leadership.
She is one of just three
goalkeepers to make more
than 100 appearances for the

United States.
Naeher made her debut with
the national team in 2014
and was a backup to Hope
Solo at the 2015 World Cup,
which the United States won.
She became the team’s
regular starter following the
2016 Rio de Janeiro
Olympics and was on the
squad that repeated as World
Cup winners in 2019.
For her career, Naeher has
appeared 113 games with 110
starts, 88 wins and 68
shutouts. She had four
shutouts over the course of
the Olympic tournament in
France.
In all, she was on the U.S.
Roster for three World Cups
and three Olympic teams.
The 36-year-old has also
played for the Chicago Red
Stars in the National
Women’s Soccer League since
2016. She plans to play for
Chicago next season.

The United States is headed
to Europe for a match against
England at Wembley
Stadium on Saturday and on
Dec. 3 against Netherlands in
The Hague.
In addition to her save at the
Olympics, Naeher has had
many other memorable
moments. In the 2019
Women’s World Cup
semifinals against England,
she stopped Steph
Houghton’s penalty kick in
the 83rd minute. The
Americans won 2-1 before
downing the Netherlands 2-0
in the final.
Earlier this year in the
semifinals of the
CONCACAF Women’s Gold
Cup, Naeher made three
saves during a penalty
shootout with Canada and
also converted a penalty kick
herself — tucking the ball
neatly into the corner of the
net.

US goalkeeper Alyssa Naeher retires from international soccer
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Veteran coach Åge Hareide
has resigned from the

Iceland national team ahead of
the start of World Cup quali-
fying, and said he plans to
retire. 
The Icelandic soccer federation
announced the 71-year-old
Hareide’s decision to leave in a
statement late Monday.
“I have enjoyed my time with
the Icelandic national team,
but I believe that now is the
right time to retire,” Hareide
was quoted as saying in the
federation statement. 
He added that there are “excit-
ing times ahead” for a team
with emerging young leaders.
The next coach’s first games are
against Kosovo in March in a
promotion-relegation playoff
in the Nations League where
the winner advances to the sec-
ond tier in the next edition of
the tournament.
Iceland will be in the pot of
third-seeded teams when FIFA
makes the draw for World
Cup qualifying groups for
Europe on December 13. Only
group winners advance direct-
ly to the 2026 tournament
being co-hosted by the United
States, Canada and Mexico. 

Iceland coach Åge
Hareide resigns
ahead of 2026 World
Cup qualifying �+�� '�(������

Newcastle’s winning run in
the English Premier

League came to an abrupt end
when goals from Thomas
Soucek and Aaron Wan-
Bissaka gave West Ham a sur-
prise 2-0 win at St. James’
Park.
The Hammers rose into 14th
place and the pressure on coach
Julen Lopetegui was eased.
The London club has been
inconsistent all season and
Monday’s win was just its
fourth in 12 league games.
West Ham was worth it in the
end but the three points came
courtesy of slack defending by
the home side. Emerson
whipped in an out-swinging
corner after 10 minutes and,
with Newcastle defenders root-
ed to the spot, Soucek stole in
to nod home the opener.
Then eight minutes into the
second half, captain Jarrod
Bowen found Wan-Bissaka in
the penalty box and he was left
unchallenged and had time to
fire an angled drive past Nick
Pope. “The second goal... If you
settle on a lead it can come
back to haunt you,” Bowen said.
Newcastle brought on Harvey
Barnes, and then Callum
Wilson returned from a long-
term back injury to make his
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Mohammedan SC will be
desperate to register

their maiden home win of
the season when they host
Bengaluru FC in the Indian
Super League here on
Wednesday. 
The 12th-placed MSC,
competing in their debut ISL
season, has suffered three
defeats in their previous five
matches, along with a
success and a draw each.
On the other hand, BFC has
been on a solid ride this
season, winning five games
and drawing twice. They
have collected 17 points
from eight contests and sit
second in the standings.
Bengaluru is in a close battle
with table leaders and
defending champions
Mohun Bagan Super Giant,
who also possesses a similar
tally – 17 points from eight
fixtures.
While The Blues look like
the favourite for this tie, the
Black Panthers, coming off a
goalless draw to city rival
East Bengal FC, would want
to ride that momentum and
go a step further to
eventually triumph in a
home outing.
No side to date has failed to
grab a win in its five home
meetings, a record that

Andrey Chernyshov and co
will be desperate to avoid.
The only consolation they
can attain is that Bengaluru’s
only loss this season came in
an away match – versus FC
Goa.
MSC tend to take some time
to settle into the
proceedings, having
conceded four goals in the
opening 15 minutes of the
contests this ISL – the
highest by any side this
season.
The hosts will have to hold
their ground early, especially
since BFC has also scored on
four occasions in this phase
of the ongoing campaign.
Meanwhile, success in this
fixture will mark only the
second time The Blues
would bag 20-plus points
after their opening nine
engagements in an ISL
season (23 points in 2018-
19).
They have performed as a
cohesive unit under Gerard
Zaragoza this season, netting
13 goals and conceding just
six, thus maintaining a
sufficient stronghold over
most clashes.
Also, Bengaluru has drawn
and lost twice in its previous
five outings while facing a
side for the first time in the
event.
With this being the maiden

encounter between the two
in the tournament, The Blues
will be hoping to change that
record with a victory here.
Ahead of the meeting, MSC
head coach Chernyshov
heralded BFC and its
dominant style of play this
season.
“We will play against one of
the best teams at the
moment. They are very
strong and have started the
season perfectly. Their style
of football makes them one
of the best teams in the ISL,”
Chernyshov said.
Meanwhile, Zaragoza,
highlighted his players’ hard
work on their technical and
tactical movements,
especially during the
international break.
“The break was good. We
prefer playing matches but
breaks help us look at things
technically and tactically.
The good thing is that we
had the whole squad training
with us this week,” Zaragoza
noted.
Bengaluru’s Sunil Chhetri
holds an impeccable record
of netting against each of the
14 sides he has faced in the
competition.
Scoring versus the Black
Panthers will make him the
first player in the ISL’s
history to do so against 15
different opponents.
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Tiger Woods won’t be
playing in the Bahamas

next week at the Hero World
Challenge as he recovers from
a sixth back surgery he had in
September.
In announcing Monday on
social media he won’t be
playing, Woods said the 20-
man field for his holiday
tournament will be filled out
by Justin Thomas, Nick
Dunlap and Jason Day.
Scottie Scheffler is the
defending champion.
Woods was unlikely to play in
the Bahamas since disclosing
Sept. 13 he had yet another
surgery on his lower back —
his sixth in 10 years — that he

hoped would relieve some of
the spasms he had
experienced this year.
He described it as a
microdecompression surgery
of the lumbar spine for nerve
impingement, and the
recovery time typically is
eight to 12 weeks. Woods said
while he was disappointed not
to play, he looked forward to
his role as the tournament
host.
Woods finished 18th in the
20-man field a year ago.
Thomas is a two-time PGA
champion whose wife gave
birth to their first child a week
ago, a daughter they named
Molly Grace. He has played
only once since the Tour
Championship. 

The newcomer to the
unofficial event — its gets
world ranking points but not
official money — is Dunlap,
who won a PGA Tour event as
an amateur, left Alabama to

turn pro and picked up a
second win. Dunlap joins
Woods as the only players to
win the U.S. Junior Amateur
and the U.S. Amateur.
Woods, meanwhile, is far

more likely to play the PNC
Challenge on Dec. 14-15 in
Orlando, Florida, a 36-hole
event with his son, Charlie.
Woods is allowed to ride a
cart that week because it is
sanctioned by the PGA Tour
Champions.
A year ago at the Hero World
Challenge, Woods spoke
about his hopes of playing a
big tournament every month.
But he withdrew after one
round at Riviera and did not
play again for nearly two
months. He finishes the year
completing only 11 rounds.
He set a Masters record by
making his 24th consecutive
cut, and then Woods missed
the cut in the other three
majors.ISL: Mohammedan SC hunt for maiden

home win against upbeat Bengaluru FC
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first appearance of the season,
but to no avail.
“I said we needed a perfor-
mance and we did that,” Bowen
said. “Newcastle always score at
home so to keep them to a
clean sheet and score twice... It’s
a tough place to come to. We
did that perfectly.”
The defeat ended a three-game
winning streak for Newcastle
and left the Saudi Arabia-
owned club in ninth place,
four points outside the top four.
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Formula 1 at last said it will
expand its grid in 2026 to

make room for an American
team that is partnered with
General Motors. 
“As the pinnacle of
motorsports, F1 demands
b o u n d a r y - p u s h i n g
innovation and excellence. It’s
an honor for General Motors
and Cadillac to join the
world’s premier racing series,
and we’re committed to
competing with passion and
integrity to elevate the sport
for race fans around the
world,” GM President Mark
Reuss said. “This is a global
stage for us to demonstrate
GM’s engineering expertise
and technology leadership at
an entirely new level.” 
The approval ends years of
wrangling that launched a
U.S. Justice Department
investigation into why
Colorado-based Liberty
Media, the commercial rights

holder of F1, would not
approve the team initially
started by Michael Andretti. 
Andretti in September
stepped aside from leading
his namesake organization, so
the 11th team will be called
Cadillac F1 and be run by
new Andretti Global majority
owners Dan Towriss and
Mark Walter. The team will
use Ferrari engines its first
two years until GM has a
Cadillac engine built for
competition in time for the
2028 season. 
Towriss is the the CEO and
president of Group 1001 and
entered motorsports via
Andretti’s IndyCar team
when he signed on financial
savings platform Gainbridge
as a sponsor. Towriss is now a
major part of the motorsports
scene with ownership stakes
in both Spire Motorsports’
NASCAR team and Wayne
Taylor Racing’s sports car
team. 
Walter is the chief executive

of financial services firm
Guggenheim Partners and the
controlling owner of both the
World Series champion Los
Angeles Dodgers and Premier
League club Chelsea.
“We’re excited to partner with
General Motors in bringing a
dynamic presence to Formula
1,” Towriss said. “Together,
we’re assembling a world-
class team that will embody
American innovation and
deliver unforgettable
moments to race fans around
the world.”
Mario Andretti, the 1978 F1
world champion, will have an
ambassador role with
Cadillac F1. But his son,
Michael, will have no official
position with the organisation
now that he has scaled back
his involvement with Andretti
Global.
“The Cadillac F1 Team is
made up of a strong group of
people that have worked
tirelessly to build an
American works team,”

Michael Andretti posted on
social media. “I’m very proud
of the hard work they have
put in and congratulate all
involved on this momentous
next step. I will be cheering
for you!”
The approval has been in
works for weeks but was held
until after last weekend’s Las
Vegas Grand Prix to not
overshadow the showcase
event of the Liberty Media
portfolio. Max Verstappen
won his fourth consecutive
championship in Saturday
night’s race, the third and
final stop in the United States
for the top motorsports series
in the world. 
Grid expansion in F1 is both
infrequent and often
unsuccessful. Four teams
were granted entries in 2010
that should have pushed the
grid to 13 teams and 26 cars
for the first time since 1995.
One team never made it to the
grid and the other three had
vanished by 2017.

�����!�����
	
����(�������������
-02����������������&����3���
/�



����������� � ���������� � �������� � ��!�"#���$%&�$'$( '+


