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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n NEW DELHI

Noting the alarming rise in
population and delays in

implementation of stricter measures, the
Supreme Court (SC) on Monday asked
the Delhi-NCR States to immediately set
up teams to enforce GRAP 4 restrictions,
and said it will remain in effect even if
the AQI is below 450. The SC also
ordered that physical classes for all
school students up to Class 12 be
suspended in Delhi NCR for the time
being.
A Bench of Justices Abhay S Oka and
Augustine George Masih said it is the
constitutional duty of all States to ensure
all citizens live in a pollution-free
environment. “We direct restrictions
under stage 4 of GRAP to continue even
if AQI level falls below 450,” the Bench
said. 
The Supreme Court asked all National
Capital Region States to immediately
take a call on conducting physical classes
up to Class 12 and directed the setting up
of a mechanism where complaints can be
made for violation of restrictions under
stage 4 of the Graded Response Action
Plan (GRAP). The Bench questioned the
Delhi Government and the Commission
for Air Quality Management (CAQM)
over the delay in invoking pollution
preventive measures under GRAP stages. 
“GRAP stages should be implemented
immediately the moment the AQI level

touches alarming levels. Some sense of
urgency needs to be there,” the Bench
said, after the counsel for the Delhi
Government informed the Bench that
stage 4 of GRAP has been implemented
from Monday and heavy vehicles have
been banned from entering the national
Capital. “The moment the AQI reaches
between 300 and 400, stage 4 has to be
invoked. How can you take risk in these
matters by delaying applicability of stage
4 of GRAP,” the Bench told the counsel. 
The Judges said that the CAQM waited
for improvement in weather conditions
instead of implementing different stages
of GRAP over alarming rising pollution
levels. Asking the Delhi Government and
neighbouring NCR States - Uttar
Pradesh and Haryana - to file their
compliance affidavit by November 22 on
the implementation of preventive
measures to check pollution, the Bench
said steps may be taken besides those
suggested under GRAP. 

RAJESH KUMAR/SAUMYA SHUKLA n
NEW DELHI

Delhi Chief Minister Atishi on
Monday raised an alarm over the

severe air pollution engulfing a large
swathe of North India, describing the
situation as a “medical emergency”
caused by rampant stubble burning in
several “Bharatiya Janata Party-ruled”
states. Experts have advised citizens to
reduce outdoor activities, minimise
exposure, wear N95 masks when outside,
and decrease vehicular emissions, to
minimise the impact of pollution in their
day-to-day lives. Meanwhile, the India
Meteorological Department (IMD)
issued a warning for dense to very dense
fog, saying road, train and flight services
may get affected.
Fifteen flights were diverted, and around
200 were delayed at the Delhi airport on
Monday as visibility reduces to 150
metres due to unfavourable weather
conditions in the National Capital. Flight
operations in Delhi faced disruptions on
Monday as thick smog reduced visibility
significantly at Indira Gandhi
International Airport (IGIA). According
to Flightradar24, over 200 flights, 118
departures and 43 arrivals, at Delhi
Airport experienced delays due to the
low visibility till 8.30 am. More than 100
flights have been rescheduled. Out of the
15 flights, 13 were diverted to Jaipur and
1 to Dehradun, the official said and
added that the diversions happened

between 8.30 am and 3 pm. Some of the
pilots were not trained for CAT III
operations due to which flights had to be
diverted.
Complying with the measures enforced
under GRAP Stage IV, the Delhi traffic
police imposed a total of 4,852 challans
and 4,472 challans on the non-
possession of Pollution Under Control
(PUC) certificates on November 15 and
17 respectively. It also imposed 138 and
155 challans on End of Life Vehicles
(ELVs) on November 15 and 17
respectively.
The police also diverted 423 non-
destined trucks on November 15 while
the numbers were higher for November
17 as 545 such trucks were diverted in
Delhi. In adherence to the measures, the
police also imposed challans on 514
Light Motor Vehicles (LMVs) (BS III
petrol and BS IV diesel) on November
15. The numbers rose about 100 per cent
on November 17 as 1,130 such LMVs
were issued challans.

Enforce GRAP IV strictly: SC Delhi facing medical emergency: CM AtishiWhat is the real AQI?
RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

Confusion prevails over the
accuracy of the Air Quality Index
(AQI) as Delhiites gasp for breath.

While the Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) on Monday recorded the
Delhi’ AQI at 486 at 6 am marking the
worst of the season, another platform,
IQAir, a Swiss air quality technology
company, showed Delhi’s AQI around
1,697 at 12.30 pm. It recorded 2,314 AQI
at VIvek Vihar C block station, which is
beyond severe, in the National Capital.
An official statement issued by the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA) which
comes under the Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena also cited the AQIat
1000.
According to IQAir, the National Capital
ranked at the top of the list of most
polluted cities in the world. The PM2.5
concentration is recorded at 907.5 μg/m
that is 182.5 times the World Health
Organization (WHO) annual PM2.5
guideline value. 
Another platform, AQICN.Org, shared
real time data that showed AQI at 874 in
the hazardous category. The India
Meteorological Department has issued
an Orange Alert due to dense fog in the
city. With the city shrouded in dense fog
and visibility severely reduced, flight and
train operations have been disrupted,
leading to delays.
As several platforms showing AQI at

hazardous levels beyond the severe, the
Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) issued a
communiqué urging to refer only to the
SAMEER App or the CPCB Official
Website for accurate and reliable data.
“These are the authorised platforms for
relaying the air quality index. Please
avoid relying on unofficial or unreliable
sources to ensure that correct
information is alone disseminated to the
public,” it added.
The Air Quality Index, is a numerical
scale that measures certain pollutants and
their concentration to communicate the
quality of air in a specific area. It also
provides information on how these
numbers can affect human health and the
environment. When asked officials say
some platforms, like IQAir, provide real-
time data, while others, like the CPCB,
provide a single reading for a day.One of
the reasons why the data collected by
different platforms is varied is due to
access to air quality monitoring
stations.Since IQAir is an aggregator, it
uses information from government-run
sensors, which are also used by the CPCB.
It also uses privately operated sensors,
which may provide more localised
readings.Platforms such as IQAir update
the AQI of a city and its different regions
much faster with real-time data, while
the CPCB gives one reading which
applies to the region for a day.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n NEW
DELHI

With more than 3.3 lakh
Indians studying in the

United States, it has become the
“top sender” of international
students for the first time in 15
years, according to the Open Doors
Report 2024 released on Monday.
In the academic year 2022-23, the
leading “source country” for
international students in the US
was China followed by India.
According to the latest Open Doors
Report, the number of Indian
students studying in the US in the
academic year 2023-24 is at an “all-

time high” at 3,31,602, a rise of 23
per cent from 2022-23 when the
number stood at 2,68,923.
“India is now the leading country
of origin for international students
in the United States, accounting for
29 per cent of the total
international student population,”
according to a note shared by the
US Embassy on the Open Doors
Report 2024.
According to official data
associated with the latest report,
the top five source countries for
international students in the US for
2023-24 are: India, China
(2,77,398), South Korea (43,149),
Canada (28,998) and Taiwan

(23,157).
“India is the top sender of
international students (for the first
time since 2008/2009) with over
3,31,602 students studying in the

United States. The number of
Indian students is at an all-time
high,” the US Embassy’s note read.
Normally, the academic year in the
US begins in September and runs
through May.
India also “remained the largest
sender” of international graduate
(masters and PhD level) students to
the US for the second year. The
number of Indian graduate
students increased by 19 per cent to
reach 1,96,567, it said.
The number of undergraduate
students from India also increased
by 13 per cent to 36,053 while the
number of non-degree students
experienced a 28 per cent decline

to 1,426 students, according to the
report.
The release of the Open Doors
Report marked the beginning of
International Education Week
(IEW), which celebrates the
benefits of international education
and exchange worldwide.
The report is published by the
Institute of International
Education. The IIE has been
conducting an annual statistical
survey on international students in
the US since its founding in 1919
and in partnership with the US
Department of State’s Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Affairs
since 1972.

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

Delhi’s former Transport
Minister Kailash Gahlot,

who called himself Arvind
Kejriwal’s ‘Hanuman’ till
Sunday, and was one of the
ruling Aam Aadmi Party’s
senior-most leaders, jumped
the fence on Monday morning
to join the rival Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), a day after
quitting the party. After
joining the BJP, Gahlot
clarified that he didn’t quit
Delhi’s ruling party because of
pressure from the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
and Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI). He alleged
that efforts are being made to
build a false narrative that his
decision to quit the AAP was
the result of probe agencies
pressure while AAP convener
said Gahlot was free to make
his choice. Speaking to
reporters, he said, “He is free;
he can go wherever he wants.”
Similarly, former Congress
MLA from Matiala, Somesh
Shoukeen joined the AAP in
the presence of Arvind
Kejriwal. This comes a day
after the AAP suffered a blow
with its Jat leader Kailash
Gahlot resigning from the
party.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
MUMBAI/RANCHI/LUCKNOW

Campaigning for the high-
stakes single phase

Assembly elections in
Maharashtra, and second and
final phase of Jharkhand
Assembly elections ended on
Monday evening, for the
November 20 elections.
Besides intense campaigning
for the nine Assembly by-
elections in Uttar Pradesh too
concluded on Monday
evening for the scheduled
voting on November 20.
Results for the polls
scheduled on November 13
and 20 including, Wayanad
Lok Sabha are set to be
declared on November 23.
The election campaign for
the Maharashtra Assembly
polls ended on Monday, with
the ruling BJP-led Mahayuti

alliance vying to retain power
and the Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) combine hoping for a
strong comeback.
Polling will be held in all the
288 Assembly seats for which
the campaign saw prominent
leaders like Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Home
Minister Amit Shah,
Congress leaders Rahul
Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi and
many Union ministers
crisscrossing the state to
garner votes for their
candidates. 
The Mahayuti, comprising

the BJP, Shiv Sena led by
Chief Minister Eknath
Shinde, and the Nationalist
Congress Party led by Deputy
Chief Minister Ajit Pawar, is
banking on its popular
schemes like Majhi Ladki
Bahin for women helping it
retain power. 
The BJP’s use of slogans like
“Batenge toh katenge” and
“Ek hai toh safe hai”
prompted the opposition
parties to accuse the
Mahayuti of polarising voters
along religious lines. 
The Maha Vikas Aghadi
(MVA), comprising the
Congress, Shiv Sena (UBT)
and NCP (Sharadchandra
Pawar), slammed Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath’s use of “Batenge
toh katenge” and PM Modi’s
“Ek hai toh safe hai” slogans.

BISWAJEET BANERJEE n
JHANSIA

Even 72-hours after a
devastating fire in the

Special Newborn Care Unit
(SNCU) of Rani Laxmibai
Medical College claimed the
lives of 12 newborns, no FIR
has been registered, and
accountability remains
undetermined. The tragedy,
which occurred on Friday
night, left 10 newborns dead
on the spot, and two more
succumbed to their injuries on
Sunday, and Monday. 
While a preliminary
investigation by the Divisional
Commissioner has been
completed and a report
submitted to the state
government, no concrete
action has been taken against
any staff member or official. A
high-level team led by the
Director General of Health
Services began its probe on
Monday, but legal and
disciplinary actions remain
pending. The inaction has
fueled political outrage, with

Opposition parties lambasting
the government for negligence
and demanding swift
accountability. 
The tragedy has spotlighted
glaring fire safety violations at
the medical college. A
February fire audit had
flagged serious lapses in safety
measures across the hospital,
including in the SNCU ward.
Despite these warnings, the
administration failed to
implement corrective
measures. A proposal seeking
Rs 1 crore to address these
deficiencies was submitted,
but no substantial progress
was made. 
Deputy Chief Minister Brajesh
Pathak, who inspected the site
on Saturday, confirmed that a
mock fire drill had been
conducted in June, following
the audit. However, Rs 46 lakh
sanctioned earlier for
electrical repairs and the
refilling of 126 fire
extinguishers proved
insufficient to prevent the
disaster. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI / IMPHAL

Union Home Ministry on
Monday rushed 5,000

paramilitary troops to
Manipur to assist the State
Government in handling the
current volatile situation.
While 35 units will be drawn
from the Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF), the rest
will be from the Border
Security Force (BSF). Home
Minister Amit Shah reviewed
the prevailing security
situation and deployment of
troops for the second
consecutive day and directed
top officials to focus on

restoring peace and order
there as early as possible. 
A total of 218 Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPF)
companies are now present in
the State, which has been
reeling from ethnic strife since
May last year. The Home
Minister took stock of the
deployment of central forces
there and directed the officials
to restore peace and order
there as early as possible, said
officials. The situation in the
Northeastern state, which has
been reeling from ethnic strife
since May last year, has been
volatile following protests and
violence after the recovery of
bodies of women and children. 

Meanwhile, in Imphal,
defying curfew orders, a
group of people led by
members of the Coordinating
Committee on Manipur
Integrity (COCOMI) on
Monday locked the front
doors of several government
offices in Imphal West district
to protest the recent killing of
three women and three
children in Jiribam, officials
said. The COCOMI is an
influential organisation of the
Meitei community, the
majority ethnic group in the
Imphal Valley region that
comprises five districts
including Imphal West.

No FIR filed 72-hours
after Jhansi fire tragedy 

‘One Earth One Family One Future’
theme still relevant: PM Modi 

Campaigning draws to a close, high-stake polls next

MHA rushes 5,000 paramilitary troops to Manipur

People gather outside the emergency ward after a fire broke out in the Neonatal
Intensive Care Unit (NICU) of the Maharani Laxmi Bai Medical College, in Jhansi
district File photo: PTI

Assam Rifles officers at Lailophai in Churachandpur district, Manipiur PTI

Photo: Ranjan Dimri/The Pioneer

India is ‘top sender’ of students to America

WORLD 8
BIDEN AUTHORISES UKRAINE TO
USE US MISSILES FOR STRIKES
INSIDE RUSSIA

PTI n RIO DE JANEIRO

The countries of the Global
South are most adversely

impacted by the food, fuel
and fertilizer crisis caused by
global conflicts and G20 must
focus on addressing it, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said
on Monday.
In an address at a session at
the G20 summit, Modi said
India’s G20 theme of “One
Earth, One Family, One
Future” is as relevant at the
ongoing summit as it was last
year. “I would like to say that
countries of the Global South
are most adversely impacted
by the food, fuel and fertilizer
crisis caused by global
conflicts,” he said. “So our
discussions can only be
successful when we keep in
mind the challenges and
priorities of the Global
South,” he added. The PM
made the remarks at the G20
session on ‘Social Inclusion
and the Fight Against Hunger
and Poverty’.
Modi also called for reform of
the institutions of global
governance. “And just as we
amplified the voice of the
Global South by granting
permanent membership of
G20 to the African Union
during the New Delhi
summit, we will reform
institutions of global
governance,” he said.
The PM said India supports
Brazil’s initiative for a ‘global
alliance against hunger and
poverty’ “The people-centric
decisions taken at the G20

Summit in New Delhi have
been taken forward during
Brazil’s Presidency,” he said.
“It is a matter of great
satisfaction that we
prioritised SDG (sustainable
development goals). We
focused on Inclusive
development, women-led
development, and youth
power,” he said.
“And gave wings to the hopes
and aspirations of the Global
South. It is clear that One
Earth One Family One Future
is as relevant at this summit as
it was last year,” he added. The
theme of India’s G20
presidency is drawn from the
ancient Sanskrit text of Maha
Upanishad.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi being
welcomed by President of Brazil Luiz
Inacio Lula da Silva upon his arrival to
attend the G20 Summit, in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil PTI
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I,  Aruna W/O Late 

Joginder Paul Sharma R/O # 

882  Sector - 19, Panchkula 

Haryana  My Son Manu And 

His Wife Priyanka Sharma  

Are Out Of My Control.  I 

Disown Them From My All 

Moveable Immovable 

Properties. Anybody Dealing 

With Them At Their Own Risk. 

I, Chanderjit  S/O Ram 

Nath Pal R/O  # 1960 Vikas 

Nagar Mauli Jagran 

Chandigarh  My Son Pawan 

Kumar  His Wife Manju Pal  

And His Daughter Siya Pal  

Are Out Of My Control.  I 

Disown Them From My All 

Moveable Immovable 

Properties. Anybody Dealing 

With Them At Their Own Risk. 

I, Jamshed, Son Of Kasa, 

Resident Of Village Garhi 

Basic Tehsil Bapoli District 

Panipat Declares That My Son 

Kurban And His Wife 

Tarannum, Who Were Not 

Able To Listen To Me, Hence I 

Had Evicted Them From My 

Movable And Immovable 

Property, Now Their Conduct 

Is Fine. Therefore I Cancel 

Their Eviction. 

I Krishna Nand S/O Sh. 

Sukhdev Sharma R/O Village 

Balana District Ambala 

Haryana Inform That My Son 

Parveen Kumar And His Wife 

Diksha Devi Are Out Of My 

Control . I Disown Them From 

My All Moveable And 

Immoveable Properties.  

Anybody Deal With Them Will 

Do At Their Own Risk. 

I Shobha Wati W/o Late 

Sh. Satpal R/o House No 876, 

Dadumajra Colony , Sector 

38-West, Chandigarh Inform 

that my son Lokesh Kumar 

and his wife Jyoti are out of my 

Control. I Disown them from 

my all moveable and 

immoveable properties. 

Anybody deal with them will 

do at their own Risk. 

We, 1-Jaiveer Singh S/O 

Sh. Surajmal And 2-Smt. 

Nirmala Devi W/O Sh. Jaiveer 

Singh R/O H. No.45/31, 

Gohana Road, Chotu Chowk, 

Malik Colony, Sonipat, 

Haryana-131001 Declare That 

Our Son Manish Kumar Is Out 

Of Our Control. So We Disown 

Him With Our All Moveable/ 

Immovable Properties. 

Anybody Deals With Him All 

Own Risks. Me And My Other 

Family Members Are Not 

Responsible. 

îËº Õ°ñÇò¿çð Õ½ð êåéÆ Ã°Öç¶ò 
ÇÃ¿Ø òÅÃÆ Çê¿â ÔðÚ¯òÅñ åÇÔÃÆñ 
ìàÅñÅ ÇÜñ·Å ×°ðçÅÃê°ð ÁÅêä¶ 
ñóÕ¶ Ã¿çÆê ÇÃ¿Ø Áå¶ éÈ¿Ô 
îéÇÜ¿çð Õ½ð éÈ¿ ÁÅêäÆ Ú¼ñ –ÁÚ¼ñ 
ÜÅÇÂçÅç å¯º ì¶çÖñ ÕðçÅ Ô» Í À°Ô 
î¶ð¶ ÕÇÔä¶ Çò¼Ú éÔÄ Í À°é·» éÅñ 
ñËä-ç¶ä Õðé òÅñÅ Ö°ç ÇÜ¿î¶òÅð 
Ô¯ò¶×Å Í 

I, Jagdish Chandra S/o 

Ramji Lal R/o Safiyabad, Teh. 

Rai, Sonipat has disowned 

my son Parveen Kumar & his 

wife Pooja Rani from my all 

movable-immovable property 

as they are out of my control. 

In future, if anybody deals 

with them, he/she will do at 

their own risk. 

I, Sharda Wife Of Late 

Shri Naresh Kumar, Resident 

Of House No. 877, Phase 1, 

Ramdarbar, Chandigarh, 

Declare That My Son Vishal, 

His Wife Priya And My 

Grandson Eric, All Are Out Of 

My Control, So I  Disown 

Them From All My Moveable 

And Immovable Properties, 

Anybody Dealing With Them 

At Their Own Risk. 

I, Balbir Singh S/O Sh. 

Deep Ram R/O H.No. G-57, 

HMT Colony Pinjore Distt. 

Panchkula.Declare That My 

Son Hanish Kumar Rana His 

Wife Mohi Nisha (Manu),Both 

Are Out Of My Control.So,I 

Disown Them From My All 

Moveable/ Immoveable 

Properties.Anybody Dealing 

With Them At Their Own Risk 

And Responsiblity. 

I, Sandeep Kumar S/O 

Chiman Lal, R/O H. No. E. 

3525, Bikaneri Road, Near 

Jassi Hospital Fazilka, District 

Fazilka, Dissinherited My 

Daughter Lalita Sharma From 

My Movable/ Immovable 

Properties As She Is Beyond 

My Control. Anybody Will 

Deals With Her Do At Own 

Risk/ Responsibility, Myself 

And My Family Shall Not Be 

Responsible. 

I, Vedpal S/o Mahender 

R/o Village  TiKola Garhi, 

Sonipat declare that my son 

Lokesh and his wife Bindiya 

and their daughter Ishika are 

out of my control.So I disown 

them from my all movable/ 

immovable property .Any 

body deals with them at own 

risk. 

We, Gurnam Singh Son 

Of Dasondha Singh And 

Darshan Kaur W/O Gurnam 

Singh R/O House No. 281, 

Khalsa Colony, Ward No. 11, 

Sanour, Patiala Have Declare 

That Our Son Gurwinder 

Singh And His Wife Soni Alias 

Seerat Are Beyond Our 

Control. We Evict Them From 

Our Movable Immovable 

Property. The Person Who 

Deals With Them Will Be 

Responsible Himself. We Or 

Our Family Will Not Be Held 

Responsible. 

I, Gurbakhash Kaur w/o 

late Kashmir Singh R/o village 

Padlu PostOffice Rawa, 

District Kurukshetra, have 

evicted my son Sukhjit Singh, 

his wife Rajwinder Kaur from 

all my movable- immovable 

properties as they are out of 

my control. They want to 

usurp all my property. The 

person who deals with them 

will be responsible himself. 

I, Meera Devi w/o Jai 

Bhagwan r/o village Ramba 

Distt. Karnal, declare that my 

son Raj Kumar and his wife 

Bita are out of my control. I 

disown both of them from my 

movable and immovable 

properties. In future, anyone 

who has dealings and 

relations with them will be 

responsible for it. I and any 

member of my family will not 

be responsible for this. 

We, Pinder Singh S/O 

Baj Singh & Navjeet Kaur 

W/O Pinder Singh R/O Village 

Julmat, District Kurukshetra. 

Our Daughter Ramandeep 

Kaur Is Out Of Our Control. 

We, Disown Her From Our  All  

Moveable And Immoveable 

Properties. If Anybody Deals 

With Her At His Own Risk. 

I,Satbir S/O Nahar Gir 

Vill.Tikri,Pehowa,Kurukshetra 

My Son Sarabjeet Is Out Of 

My Control. I, Disown Them  

From All My Moveable And 

Immoveable Properties. If 

Anybody Deals With Him At 

Their Own Risk. 

I, Ramesh S/o Sh. 

Mange Ram R/o Chanderlok 

Colony Ward No. 2 Jind Teh. 

& Distt. Jind (Hr.) declare that 

my Son Gourav (unmarried) 

is out of my and other family 

members control. So, I 

disown him from my movable 

and immovable properties. If 

Anybody dealing with him will 

do so at their own risk, I and 

my family members are not 

responsible. 

I, Sarbjit Singh S/O Late: 

Darshan Singh R/O Vill: 

Biharipur Po. Bhanolanga 

(Kapurthala) Declare That My 

Wife Jasvir Kaur Is Out Of My 

Control. So I Disown With Her 

My Moveable/Immoveable 

Property. If Anybody Dealing 

With Her At His/Her Own 

Risk. 

I Tripureshwar Vikalp  

@T. Vikalp S/o Tripureshwar 

Prasad Sinha  R/o flat No- 

1204, Tower B, Sushma Elite 

Cross, Dhakauli, Zirakpur, 

Tehsil Dera bassi, Distt SAS 

Nagar, Punjab 160104 

declare that T. Vikalp and 

Tripureshwar Vikalp both are 

the same and one person and 

the same shall be considered 

for all official and identity 

purposes. 

I, Raghubir S/o Baldev 

Singh R/o VPO Kirmara (57), 

Hisar (Haryana) 125047 

declare that my son Naresh 

Panwar educational 

documents my name is 

mentioned as Raghbir and his 

some other documents as 

Raghuvir Singh. The above 

names Raghbir/Raghubir and 

Raghuvir Singh are mine and 

same person. 

I, Naresh Panwar S/o 

Raghuvir Singh R/o VPO 

Kirmara (57), Hisar (Haryana) 

125047 declare that in my 

educational documents my 

father name is mentioned as 

Raghbir and some other 

documents as Raghuvir 

Singh. The above both 

names Raghbir and Raghuvir 

Singh are one and same 

person. 

I, Ramandeep Singh S/o 

Shivdarshan Singh R/o H.No. 

B-23/336 Sant Farid Nagar, 

Bullawari Tehsil & amp; Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Punjab declare 

that my name is Ramandeep 

Singh. Singh as my surname 

and my given name is 

Ramandeep. Concerned 

note. 

I, Balvir Kaur Widow of 

Gurpreet Singh R/o Village 

Machhian PO Garhdiwala 

Tehsil Dasuya Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

changed the name of my 

minor daughter from Jaanvi to 

Jaanvi Kaur. Concerned note. 

I, Serving No. 4475529N 

Sep. Surjit Singh S/o Darshan 

Singh R/o Vill Dalia Po 

Dinanagar, tehsil, distt 

Gurdaspur declare that my 

office record written by 

mistake my son Name 

Saranjit Singh. But his correct 

name is Sharanjit Singh. 

Concerned note. 

I, RAKESH KUMAR 

GUPTA S/O TELU RAM R/O 

H.NO. 1932/114K/6C, 

STREET NO. 14, NEAR 

GURU DEV ASHRAM, 

GANDHI NAGAR, 

LUDHIANA. 141001, HAVE 

CHANGED MY NAME FROM 

RAKESH KUMAR TO 

RAKESH KUMAR GUPTA. 

RAKESH KUMAR AND 

RAKESH KUMAR GUPTA 

ONE AND THE SAME 

PERSON. 

I, Harsh Rani Gupta 

W/O Rakesh Kumar Gupta 

R/O H.No. 1932/114k/6c, 

Street No. 14, Near Guru Dev 

Ashram, Gandhi Nagar, 

Ludhiana.141001, Have 

Changed My Name From 

Harsh Gupta To Harsh Rani 

Gupta. Harsh Gupta And 

Harsh Rani Gupta One And 

The Same Person. 

I, No. 10480606A HAV 

Baljit Singh Work At Unit 188 

DSC PL At To 12 Wing Air 

Force Station, Chandigarh-

936812, Resident Of 

Hassanpur, Mansa, Punjab-

151502 Declare That Name 

Of My Son Have Been 

Wrongly Written As Sahilpreet 

Jarhia In My Service Record 

But Actual Name Of My Son 

As Per His Cerfiticates Is 

Sahilpreet Singh (DOB 

24.05.2002). Therefore, I 

Want To Change My Son 

Name Sahilpreet Jarhia To 

Sahilpreet Singh Vide 

Affidavit No - IN-

PB79349628020275W Dated 

13.11.2024. 

I, Sanjay son of Surender 

Singh, resident of village 

Chulkana, Tehsil Samalkha, 

District Panipat. In my DMC, 

my father name is written as 

Surender this is wrong, 

correct name is Surender 

Singh. My mother name is 

written as Suresho the is 

wrong, correct name is 

Suresho Devi. In future, in all 

my government and non-

government documents, my 

father's name is Surender 

Singh and mother's name is 

Suresho Devi.All concerned 

note please. 

It Is For Information That 

My Matriculation Certificate 

Index No. T/3072/040 Pass 

Out From ICSE Year 2012 

Has Been Actually Lost. 

Jobanpreet Singh Batth S/O 

Sukhraj Singh Batth R/O 12, 

New Golden Avenue, Near 

Panj Peer, Amritsar, Punjab. 

I, Shaurya Goyal S/O 

Anoop Goyal R/O SCO 61, 

Red Square Market, Hisar, 

Haryana Declare That In My 

Old Passport (No. J0819314) 

My Father’s Name Is 

Mentioned As Anup Goyal But 

My All Documents Are As 

Anoop Goyal. I Want To 

Change My Father’s Name 

From Anup Goyal To Anoop 

Goyal In My New Passport. 

I, Gurdev Kaur Mother 

Of No. 15148740N. Rank Hav 

Avtar Singh S/O Harjaib 

Singh Village Sawara PO 

Kalwan Tehsil Anandpur 

Sahib Distt Ropar Declare 

That My Son's Ar Exmy 

Service Documents My  DOB 

Is Written  As 01/01/56 

Mistakenly. Whereas   My 

Correct  DOB Is 01-01-1951 

I, Rajit Singh S/O 

Shriram R/O Village 

Chhichhdana, Gohana, 

Sonipat Declared That In The 

School Records Of My Son 

Aryan, My Name Is Wrongly 

Recorded As Rajit And Child's 

Mother's Name Is Neeti, 

Whereas My Correct Name Is 

Rajit Singh And Child's 

Mother's Correct Name Is 

Neeti Devi. Please Concern It. 

I, Smt Munni Yadav 

Legally Spouse Of No.JC-

388101M Rank Sub Name 

Sahendra Yadav Unit 10 CSR 

C/O 56 APO Bathinda Cantt. 

(Punjab) Permanent Resident 

Of Krishnapur Khurd, 

Harahua, Distt. Varanasi, 

State Uttar Pradesh-221105 

Declare That I Have Changed 

My Name From Munni Yadav 

To Munni Devi Vide Affidavit 

Dated 18.11.2024. 

I, Raj Patti Devi Legally 

Mother Of No.JC-388101M 

Rank Sub Name Sahendra 

Yadav Unit 10 CSR C/O 56 

APO Bathinda Cantt. 

(Punjab) Permanent Resident 

Of Krishnapur Khurd, 

Harahua, Distt. Varanasi, 

State Uttar Pradesh-221105 

Declare That I Have Changed 

My Name From Raj Patti Devi 

To Rajpattee Devi And DOB 

From 01.07.1956 To 

01.01.1960 Vide Affidavit 

Dated 18.11.2024. 

I, EX NO-4060906-M, 

RANK-NK, NAME-JAYBIR 

SINGH. Residence Of -#-11-

A, GARDEN COLONY, PO- 

RUPNAGAR, TEHSIL-

RUPNAGAR, DISTRICT - 

RUPNAGAR, STATE-

PUNJAB, Declare That I 

Change My Wife's Name 

KAMLA DEVI To KAMALA 

DEVI RANA And Date Of 

Birth (24-04-1966 To 11-04-

1967). 

I,  Army No. 2490132M 

Rank L/Nk  Sukhwinder Singh 

S/O Kashmir Singh  Presently 

Serving In 1079 DSC Platoon 

R/O Village Surewal P.O 

Dher, Tehsil Shri Anandpur 

Sahib, Distt Rupnagar, 

(Punjab), Declare That In 

Army Record The Name Of 

My Son Wrongly Written 

Raman Preet Singh, 

Whereas His Correct And 

Real Name Is Ramanpreet 

Singh. 

I, Hafij S/O Chandi R/O 

Vill Dinod, Teh & Distt Bhiwani 

Declare That In The My Son 

Irfan Passport His Name Is 

Irfan Khan, DOB 28-9-2007, 

Father Name Is Hafij Khan 

Which Is Wrong. My Son 

Correct Name Is Irfan, 

Correct DOB 28-9-2010 And 

Correct Father Name Is Hafiz 

Which Should Be Corrected 

In My Son's Passport. 

I, Am Rohtash Son Of 

Kali Ram (Aadhar No. 4251 

6537 6784) Resident Of 

Village Barah Khurd Tehsil 

And District Jind, I State On 

My Affidavit That My Son 

Vikas Age 27 Is Beyond My 

Understanding. That Is Why I 

Am Giving It All My Life And I 

Evict You From This 

Immovable Property. 

Whoever Deals With It In 

Future, He Will Be 

Responsible For Himself. 

I, No. 18002868N Hav. 

Kuldeep Singh Of 68 Engr 

Regt, DOB 12/12/1988 S/O 

Dharam Pal R/O W.No. 1 Vill 

& Po. Makrer, Makrer (10/14) 

Tehsil Bangana Distt. Una, 

HP, Declare That In My 

Service Record/Part 2 Order 

My Father Name Wrongly 

Entered Dharam Pal Singh. 

But My Father Correct Name 

Is Dharam Pal As Per His 

Voter ID Card 

No.HP/04/033/204350 And 

Adhaae No 874604965857 

And PAN No BGLPP149K. 

So Amended My Father 

Name From Dharam Pal 

Singh To Dharam Pal In My 

Service Record. 

I, Sunil S/o Joginder 

Singh R/o Village-Siwana, 

Tehsil-Beri, Distt.Jhajjar (HR) 

declare that Joginder & 

Joginder Singh both are my 

father name. 

I, Rampartap Singh S/o 

Baldeva R/o Bera 

Patti,Village-loan, Tehsil-

Narwana, Distt-Jind have 

changed my name from 

Rampartap Singh to 

Rampartap. 

I, Adarsh Kumar 

Sharma S/O Jagdish 

Chander Sharma R/O 402, 

Chitta Mandir Road, 

Hanuman Oil Mill, Madhu 

Colony, Yamuna Nagar Have 

Changed My Name From 

Adarsh Kumar Sharma To 

Adarsh Sharma. 

I, Chhotu Ram S/O Jyoti 

Ram R/O VPO Mehlanwali, 

Tehsil Jagadhri, Distt Yamuna 

Nagar Have Changed My 

Name From Chhotu Ram 

Kamboj To Chhotu Ram. 

I, Jagdish Chand 

Sharma S/O Munsi Ram 

Sharma R/O 402/470, Chitta 

Mandir Road, Hanuman Oil 

Mill, Madhu Colony, Yamuna 

Nagar Have Changed My 

Name From Jagdish Chand 

Sharma To Jagdish Chander 

Sharma. 

I, Madhu Jindal W/O. 

Shri Ashok Jindal R/O. # 223, 

Ground Floor, Sector-6, 

Panchkula, Haryana. I Have 

Changed My Name From 

Madhu Jindal To Madhu Rani. 

I, Sanju S/o Shiv Kumar 

R/o H.No.1850, Saini 

Mohalla, Sector-45, Burail, 

Chandigarh, I have changed 

my name from Sanju to 

Sanjay Garg. 

I, Ravinder S/O Ram 

Sevak Mahato R/O House 

No. 1374/A, Small Flats, 

Dhanas, UT, Chandigarh 

Have Changed My Name 

From Ravinder To Ram Pukar 

Kumar. 

I, Priya Goyal W/o Pulkit 

Khurana R/o #857, Sector-4, 

Panchkula (Haryana) have 

changed my Minor daughter 

name from Raavya to Raavya 

Khurana. 

I, Surender Kumar S/O 

Basanta Ram R/O Sisar(100), 

Kharbala, Hisar (Haryana) 

Have Changed My Name 

From Surender To Surender 

Kumar For All Purposes In 

Future. 

I, Arun Bala D/O Prem 

Chand And W/O Surinder 

Kumar Gupta R/O H. No. 16, 

Gali No. 6, Chhoti Line, 

Professor Colony, Jagadhri, 

Yamuna Nagar Have 

Changed My Name From 

Arun Bala To Aruna Gupta. 

I, Aditi Goyal W/O 

Dhanish Goyal R/O H. No. 

176, Shivaji Gali, D.N. 

College Road, Hisar 

(Haryana) Have Changed My 

Name From Aditi Garg To 

Aditi Goyal For All Purposes 

In Future. 

I, Ram Partap Singh S/O 

Kirtpal Singh R/O House No 

228, Sector 9-C, Chandigarh 

Have Changed My From Ram 

Partap Singh To Ronnie 

Baath. 

I, Pumy W/o Ramesh Pal 

R/o Vill Dulla Nangal 

(Gurdaspur) have changed 

my name to Pammi. 

Concerned note. 

I, Kamaljit Singh S/o 

Jasbir Singh R/o Khajuri 

Gate, Dola Nangal Batala 

Distt. Gurdaspur have 

changed my name from 

Kamaljit Singh to  Kamaljeet 

Singh. Concerned note. 

I, Vikas Singh s/o Jarnail 

Singh R/o House No 931, U 

E., Sector 13, Thanesar, 

Kurukshetra have Changed 

my Minor Daughter name 

from Aadieva to Aadieva 

Singh. 

I, Fe Dimaand Jamulin 

W/o Vijay Kumar R/o Village 

Kurali PO Lambra Distt. 

Jalandhar-II, 144026, Punjab 

have changed my name from 

Fe Dimaand Jamulin to 

Nimrata Kumari. 

I, Parbpreet Kaur D/o 

Sarabjit Singh R/o Village 

Chak Raju Singh, PO 

Sandhara, Teh and Distt. 

Hoshiarpur, Punjab have 

changed my name from 

Prabpreet Kaur to Prabhpreet 

Kaur. Concerned Note. 

I Deepak Kumar S/O 

Yash Pal R/O House No- 21,  

2nd Floor Green Field 

Nirwana City Dhakauli 

Zirakpur SAS Nagar Mohali 

Punjab Have Changed My 

Name To Deepak Kumar 

Aggarwal. 

I, SHASHI BALA W/O 

SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA 

R/O 826/6, JOGIWARA 

AMBALA CITY CHANGED 

MY NAME TO SHASHI 

VERMA. 

I, KAJAL (old Name) 

Aadhar No. 9472 3273 8747 

D/o Sh. Sunil Kumar R/o Vill. 

Raichandwala Distt. Jind (HR) 

126111 have changed my 

name from KAJAL to KAJAL 

KASHYAP Vide Aff. dt. 18.11. 

2024 before Tehsildar Alewa. 

All concerned please Note. 

I, Kaptan Singh S/o Sh. 

Paan Singh R/o Village 

Naguran, Teh. Alewa, Distt 

Jind have changed my Son 

Name Vansh to Vansh Singh 

for all future purposes. 

I, Asharfi Devi W/O 

Bodan Lal R/O Vill–Khatiwas, 

Po–Nangal Sirohi, 

Mahendergarh, Haryana-

123028 Have Changed My 

Name To Sarvati. 

I, Bhupinder Kaur W/O 

Sukhwant Singh R/O Vill-

Wazirpur Afgana, Gurdaspur, 

Punjab-143526 Have 

Changed My Name To 

Sarabjeet Kaur. 

I, Mahesh Inder Singh 

S/O Sh. Parmjit Singh Grewal 

R/O H.No. 642, Phase-X, 

Sector – 64, Sas Nagar 

Mohali (Punjab) Have 

Changed My Name From 

Mahesh Inder Singh To 

Maheshinder Singh Grewal. 

I, Gurpreet Singh S/O 

Jagir Singh R/O VPO 

Dehriwala, Tehsil Baba 

Bakala, Distt. Amritsar, Punjab 

Have Changed My Name 

From Gurpreet Singh To 

Gurpreet Singh Aujla. 

I, Gurpreet Singh S/O 

Jagir Singh R/O VPO 

Dehriwala, Tehsil Baba 

Bakala, Distt. Amritsar, Punjab 

Have Changed My Minor 

Son's Name From Dilniwaaz 

Singh To Dilniwaaz Singh 

Aujla. 

I, Gurpreet Singh S/O 

Jagir Singh R/O VPO 

Dehriwala, Tehsil Baba 

Bakala, Distt. Amritsar, Punjab 

Have Changed My Minor 

Daughter's Name From  

Naazpreet Kaur To Naazpreet 

Kaur Aujla. 

I, MOHAMMED 

AHAMED MIRZA S/O FAIZ 

MOHAMMAD R/O SHIVPURI 

B JAGADHRI DISTT 

YAMUNANAGAR I HAVE 

CHANGED MY NAME FROM 

MOHAMMED AHAMED 

MIRZA TO MOHAMMAD 

AHMED. 

I, Mandeep Kumar S/O 

Pawan Kumar , Holder Of 

Indian Passport No. 

M4651771, Issued At 

Chandigarh On 23/12/2014, 

Permanent Resident Of 171 

Preet Nagar  Ambala Cantt 

Haryana    At 1072 Kings 

Heights Rd SE Airdrie AB 

T4A0M6 Do Hereby Change  

My Name From Mandeep 

Kumar To Mandeep Kumar 

Dhiman ,With Immediate 

Effect.  

I, Ruchika  D/O Nirmal 

Kumar , Holder Of Indian 

Passport No. Z6170963, 

Issued At Chandigarh On 

15/11/2021, Permanent 

Resident Of 171 Preet Nagar  

Ambala Cantt Haryana    At 

1072 Kings Heights Rd SE 

Airdrie AB T4A0M6 Do 

Hereby Change  My Name 

From Ruchika  To  Ruchika  

Dhiman ,With Immediate 

Effect. 

I, Harish  Kumar Bhatia 

S/O Mela Ram Bhatia  R/O 

H.No- 607 New Model Town 

Ambala City Have Changed 

My Name From Harish  

Bhatia To Harish  Kumar 

Bhatia. 

I, RUBY GEORGE D/O 

SH. LAL CHAND SALHOTRA 

RESIDENT OF H.NO. 01, 

RAILWAY ROAD, NEAR 

MATA MANDIR, MOTI 

NAGAR, AMBALA CITY 

HARYANA-134003 Have 

Changed My Name From 

RUBY GEORGE To Veenu 

SALHOTRA. 

I, Manpreet Kaur  D/O 

Parminder Pal Singh R/O 

H.No-107, Singawala Road, 

New Milap Nagar,Near 

Gurudwara Ambala City  

134003 Have Changed My 

Name From Manpreet Kaur 

Sachdeva To Manpreet Kaur. 

I, Sangeeta Saini W/O 

Praveen Kumar  House No. 

572  Near Jaroda Gate Jesico 

Colony Jagadhri 

Yamunanagar  Declare That 

Sangeeta And Sangeeta Saini  

Both Are One And   The Same 

Person All Concerned Note. 

I, Devika Girdhar D/O 

Dinesh Girdhar R/O H.NO 4 , 

Opp.Police Line , Hospital 

Road, Karnal, I Have 

Changed My Name From 

Devika Girdhar To Devika. All 

Concerned Note. 

I, Vaayu D/O Sh. Vipul 

Goyal Alias Vipul Kumar 

Goyal R/O H.No 9, C-5 New 

Chhachhrauli Road District 

Yamunanagar That I Have 

Changed My Name From 

VAAYU To VAAYU GOYAL. 

That Now I Will Use My Name 

As VAAYU GOYAL In All 

Documents And Dealings. 

Concerned May Note. 

I, Manoj Kumar Goyal 

S/O Ram Kumar Goyal R/O 

H.No. 1401, Sector 24, Huda 

Panipat Declare That I Have 

Changed My Name From 

Manoj Kumar Goyal To Manoj 

Goyal, For All Future 

Purpose. 

I, Seema Goyal W/O 

Manoj Goyal R/O H.No. 1401, 

Sector 24, Huda Panipat 

Declare That I Have Changed 

My Name From Seema To 

Seema Goyal, For All Future 

Purpose. 

I, Kiran Kanwal Ahuja 

S/O Sant Singh Ahuja, R/O 

251/3, Mahajan Street, Insar 

Chowk, Panipat, Declare I 

Have Changed My Name 

From Kanwal Ahuja To Kiran 

Kanwal Ahuja For All Future 

Purpose. 

I, Ram Lok Sharma 

(New Name) S/O Sh Munshi 

Ram R/O Village Ambwala, 

P.O. Panjehra, Tehsil 

Nalagarh Distt Solan HP Pin 

174101 Declare That I Have 

Changed My Name From 

Ram Lok (Previous Name) To 

Ram Lok Sharma (New 

Name) All Concerned Please 

May Note. 

I, Hitherto Known As 

Pooja Wife Of Anil Kumar 

Residing At H.No.363, Rose 

Street, Majitha Road, 

Bhawani Nagar, District 

Amritsar-143001 Punjab 

Have Changed My Name And 

Shall Hereafter Be Known As 

Mansi.  

I, Hitherto Known As 

Gurjit Singh Sivia Son Of 

Gurdev Singh Residing At 

VPO Nandgarh, District Sri 

Muktsar Sahib-152026 

Punjab Have Changed My 

Name And Shall Hereafter Be 

Known As Gurjeet Singh. 

I, Subhash S/O Sarabjit 

R/O H.No.386, Gali No.4, Plot 

Lakha Singh Sultanwind Pind 

Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name From Subhash To 

Subash Rao. 

I, Manjit Kaur W/O 

Gursewak Singh R/O VPO 

Gandiwind, Tehsil. Patti Distt 

Tarn Taran Have Changed My 

Name From Manjit Kaur To 

Manjeet Kaur. 

I, Simarjit Kaur Mother 

Of No.1900863N Nk Akash 

Deep Singh R/O Village 

Gosal Zimidara PO Majitha 

Tehsil And District Amritsar 

Have Changed My Name 

From Simarjeet Kaur To 

Simarjit Kaur Vide Affidavit 

No.IN-PB73518886389577W 

Dt.24.10.2024 Before 

Executive Magistrate 

Amritsar. 

I, Harbans Kaur W/O 

Harbans Singh R/O 

H.No.1725 B-1, Gali Gujjaran 

Wali Jandiala Guru, Amritsar 

143115 Have Changed My 

Name To Kanwaljeet Kaur. 

I, Krishan Wadhwa S/O 

Dhan Raj R/O H.No.204, 

Janta Colony, Maqbool Road, 

Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name From Krishan Wadhwa 

To Krishan Kumar Wadhwa. 

I, Pooja And Mansi W/O 

Anil Kumar R/O 456, Gali 

Lajpat Rai Goal Bagh 

Amritsar Have Certified That 

Above Both Name’s Are Mine 

One And Same Person. 

I, Vicky W/O Gurdial 

Singh R/O Village Kaler 

Mangat District Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From 

Vicky To Simranjit Kaur. After 

Marriage. 

I, Manjeet Kaur And 

Bhagwant Kaur W/O 

Surinderjeet Singh/Surinderjit 

Singh, Village Basarke 

Bhaini, Post Office 

Gumanpura, Amritsar 

Pin:143105 Punjab India, Are 

Both Names Used Under One 

Person. 

I, Surinderjit Singh And 

Surinderjeet Singh, Husband 

Of Bhagwant Kaur/Manjeet 

Kaur, Village Basarke Bhaini, 

Post Office Gumanpura, 

Amritsar Pin:143105 Punjab 

India, Are Both Names Used 

Under One Person. 

I, Simranjit D/O Satnam 

Singh R/O VPO Gharka Tehsil 

And Distt.Tarn Taran Have 

Changed My Name To 

Simranjit Kaur. 

I, Magu Kanwar Mother 

Of No.2706068W Nk Vijay 

Singh Bhati R/O Kundalo Ki 

Dhani Balai Barmer 

Rajasthan-344701 Have 

Changed My Name From 

Magu Kanwar To Mangi 

Kanwar And Date Of Birth 

From 03.10.1970 To 

01.01.1963 Vide Affidavit 

No.IN-PB80240315675711W 

Dt.18.11.2024 Before Notary 

Public Amritsar. 

I, Sukhjeet Kaur Khosa 

D/O Darbara Singh R/O VPO 

Dhanna Shahid Tehsiil Zira 

District Ferozepur Have 

Changed My Name From 

Sukhjeet Kaur Khosa To 

Sukhjeet Kaur. 

I, Davinder Singh 

Kahlon S/O Gurmeet Singh 

R/O Village Talwandi Khuman 

PO Pakharpur Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From 

Davinder Singh Kahlon To 

Davinder Singh. 

I, Kulwant Kaur Kahlon 

W/O Davinder Singh R/O 

Village Talwandi Khuman PO 

Pakharpur Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From 

Kulwant Kaur Kahlon To 

Kulwant Kaur. 

I, Ashar Singh S/O 

Charan Singh R/O H. No. 59, 

Gali No. 9, Sahibzada Jujhar 

Singh Avenue Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name To Achhar 

Singh. All Concerned Please 

Note. 

I, Rajbir Singh Luthra 

S/O Harjit Singh R/O 

H.No.126, Gali No.6, Friends 

Colony, Sultanwind Road, 

Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name From Rajbir Singh 

Luthra To Rajbir Singh. 

I, Sukhjinder Singh 

Warraich S/O Kulwant Singh 

R/O H.No.340, Baba Shri 

Chand Enclave, Majitha Bye 

Pass Amritsar Have Changed 

My Name From Sukhjinder 

Singh Warraich To Sukhjinder 

Singh. 

I, Kavita Kumawat W/O 

Sh. Dinesh Kumar R/O H. No. 

793, Near Doctor Gultai, Vijay 

Nagar, Hisar (Haryana) 

Declare That I Have Changed 

My Name From Kavita To 

Kavita Kumawat For All Future 

Purposes. 

I, SERVICE NO JC-

302305X RANK SUB(OCC) 

NAME UMESH KUMAR OF 

UNIT 105 AD REGT C/O 56 

APO, R/O VILL- DREAM CITY 

SARDHANA ROAD, MEERUT 

CANTT, PO- KANKER 

KHERA, DISTT - MEERUT, 

STATE- U.P. PIN-250001 have 

changed my Mother NAME 

FROM NIRMELA TO NIRMLA 

vide affidavit dated 18-11-2024 

before Ambala cantt. 

I, Service No. JC-342684-

F, Rank Sub, Name Gopal 

Daimari, Unit 65 ENGR BR 

REGT (PMS) Permanent 

residing at Salpara Bangaon, 

Pub Salpara, Nagaon, Assam, 

782125. I have changed my 

Daughter name from 

Suprashita Daimiri to 

Suprashita Daimari. 

I, No. 6396742Y Rank 

Hav, Vishnu Ramdas Pemmu 

S/o P Lohidas R/o 

Adatalapalli,P.O Boxipalli, 

Gopalpur on Sea, 

Distt.Ganjam, Odisha, 

761002.have changed my 

Mother Name from P. 

Devakamma To Pemmu 

Devakamma. 

I, No. 6396742Y Rank 

Hav, Vishnu Ramdas Pemmu 

S/o P Lohidas R/o 

Adatalapalli,P.O Boxipalli, 

Gopalpur on Sea, Distt. 

Ganjam,Odisha,761002.have 

changed my Daughter Name 

from P. Pranavi To Pemmu 

Pranavi. 

I, Service No. JC 857176L 

Rank Sub (DMT) R Thangaraj 

of Unit RHQ TP/47 AD Regt 

C/o 56 APO.have changed my 

Wife Name from R Lakshami 

To Lakshmi Thangaraj. 

Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME
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Oppn attacks BJP Govt on shortage of DAP;
CM says no shortage of fertilizer in State
MANOJ KUMAR n
CHANDIGARH

The Opposition parties on
Monday launched a blis-

tering attack on the
Government in the Haryana
Assembly, accusing the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) -
led State Government of being
cut off from the ground reali-
ty of shortage of diammonium
phosphate (DAP) fertilizer in
the State but treasury benchers
hit back, saying that there Was
no shortage of fertilizer in the
State.

On the third day of
Haryana Vidhan Sabha's win-
ter session, the opposition
members once again raised
the issue of shortage of DAP in
the State after the Indian
National Lok Dal (INLD) MLA
Aditya Devi Lal Chautala
raised the issue by moving the
Calling Attention Motion.
Leaders of Congress, INLD,
and BJP indulged in a war of
words over this issue in the
Assembly.

Congress MLAs Aftab
Ahmed, Jassi Petwar and
Sheeshpal Keherwala had also
moved the same motions on
the issue of DAP shortage,
which the Speaker Harvinder
Kalyan combined into one.

Speaking in the favour of
the motion, Aditya Chautala
accused the State Government
of being cut off from the
ground reality of DAP shortage
in the State. "At various places
in the districts, farmers are
compelled to stand in queue to
procure fertilizers; while at
many places, fertilizers are
being provided to farmers in
the presence of police forces.
There is rampant black mar-
keting of fertilizers in the State.
Only seven cases have been
registered against those
involved in black marketing of
fertilizers," he said.

Replying to the motion,
Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini reiterated that there is no
shortage of DAP fertilizer in
the State and the farmers are
being intentionally misled by
spreading rumours related to
shortage. 

He informed the House
that the data regarding the
availability of DAP at the
Primary Agriculture
Cooperative Societies (PACS)
in the state was available with
the government and if any
member requires information
on this, it will be provided. CM
Saini assured that there is cur-
rently no shortage of DAP in
the state.

"Being a farmer's son, I
deeply understand the chal-
lenges farmers face regarding
the availability of fertilisers. For
the month of November, a

total of 110,200 metric tonnes
of DAP has been allocated,"
said the Chief Minister.

In response to a question
about the availability of DAP
stock in Sirsa, the Chief
Minister informed the House
that on October 1 the initial
stock of DAP in Sirsa was
1,063 metric tonnes, and as of
today there are 2,217 MTs
available. Similarly, in Hisar
district, there is still 2,087 MTs
of DAP available. A total of 216
MTs of DAP, more than the
previous year, has already been
provided to farmers, said Saini.

The state's Agriculture
and Farmers' Welfare Minister
Shayam Singh Rana informed
the House said that the State
Government is administra-
tively capable of making
arrangements for all types of
fertilizers and their proper dis-
tribution as per the require-
ments of farmers in the State.
He informed that the
Government of India assesses
the seasonal and monthly
requirements of fertilizers, pre-
pares a plan and sends it to the
concerned State.  "The
Agriculture and Farmers'
Welfare Department of
Haryana also monitors the
requirement, supply, sales and
stock position of urea and
DAP and other fertilizers on a
daily basis. The Centre also
reviews the supply plan with
the State including fertilizer
suppliers through video con-
ferencing every Tuesday," he
added. Minister informed that
sowing of oilseed crops has
almost completed and wheat
sowing is in full swing.

The Phosphatic fertilizers
are used or drilled during sow-
ing and urea is generally used
as a spray in the crops. Last
year, the sale of DAP in the
Rabi season was 2.30 lakh
metric tonnes and the same is
expected to be sold in the cur-
rent Rabi season 2024-25. The
Centre has allocated 2.60 LMTs
of DAP for the current Rabi

season 2024-25. The allocation
of DAP for October and
November 2024 is 2.25 LMTs.
At the beginning of the Rabi
season this year, the state had
a stock of 54,000 MTs and 1.52
LMTs of DAP had been
received from the Government
of India till November 16,
2024. Thus, 2.06 LMTs of DAP
fertilizer has so far been made
available for the state, out of
which 1.86 LMTs have been
consumed till November 15,
2024. During the same period
last year, 1.65 LMTs of DAP
was consumed. This, it is clear
that during the same period
this year, the consumption has
been higher than last year. He
informed that 21,000 MTs of
DAP is still available in the dis-
tricts.

Dengue Cases Drop
in State from Last Year
8,081 to 4,634 Cases
This Year

Opposition members and
BJP members sparred in the
Assembly over the issue of ris-
ing Dengue cases in the state.
INLD MLA Arjun Chautala
moved the calling attention
motion on the increasing num-
ber of dengue patients in the
state and the lack of preventive
measures by the government.
Speaking over this issue,
Chautala alleged that the gov-
ernment has failed to control
dengue cases in the State as no
steps were taken to prevent it.

Chief Minister Saini, while
replying, assured the House
that the Health Department is
fully prepared for the preven-
tion and control of dengue in
the State, and continuous fog-
ging is being carried out
throughout the state.

"In view of the changing
weather, directions have been
issued to speed up the fogging
across the state," he said. Saini
clarified that the government
never and will not hide any
data regarding this issue.

"The arrangements for
controlling dengue are in place,

and fogging is being carried out
regularly every week.
Additionally, inspections are
going on for the checking of
stagnant water in flower pots,
weather coolers etc at homes,
which could become a key
reason for mosquito breed-
ing," he added. Haryana Health
Minister Arti Singh Rao said
that the State Government has
left no stone unturned to pre-
vent the spread of dengue in
the State. There has been a sig-
nificant reduction in dengue
cases in 22 districts of the
state as compared to last year.
In the last year in 2023, there
were 8081 dengue cases, which
reduced to 4634 this year.
Haryana Govt
Withdraws Organized
Crime Control Bill-2023

Haryana Government on
Monday withdrew the
Organized Crime Control Bill,
2023, following discrepancies
flagged by the Centre. Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini
tabled a resolution in the
Assembly to retract the bill
alongside the Haryana
Honourable Disposal of Dead
Body Bill, 2024, citing the
need for revisions. 

Initially passed in March
2023, the Organized Crime
Control Bill aimed to curb
criminal syndicates but faced
repeated hurdles. Earlier ver-
sions of the bill, introduced in
2019 and 2020, were with-
drawn due to conflicts with
central laws such as the
Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances Act.
The 2023 iteration, sent for the
President's assent, encountered
similar issues when the Union
Ministry of Law and Justice
and the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) highlighted dis-
crepancies. 

The MHA suggested the
state reconsider the legislation
and resubmit a revised version.
Opposition parties, particu-
larly Congress, had previously
raised concerns over the bill's
"draconian provisions" and
sought its referral to a select
committee. Former Chief
Minister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda noted this was the third
withdrawal of the legislation. 

Congress MLA BB Batra
emphasized the Bill's con-
tentious history, while MLA
Geeta Bhukkal criticized the
government for overlooking
opposition objections during
its passage. Saini assured the
Assembly that a revised version
would address all concerns. 

The Haryana Honourable
Disposal of Dead Body Bill,
which proposed penalties for
misuse of corpses in demon-
strations, faced similar scruti-
ny. The Union Ministry of
Health raised objections,

prompting its withdrawal. The
introduction of new central
criminal laws in July, including
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
2023, may have influenced the
decision. 
‘Two lakh regular jobs
will be given soon’

Saini said that the state
government has decided to
secure the services of 1.2 lakh
employees engaged under the
Haryana Kaushal Rozgar
Nigam (HKRN) and out-
sourcing policy until their
retirement and for this, The
Haryana Contractual
Employees  (Security of
Service) Bill, 2024 has been
passed in the Vidhan Sabha.
Furthermore, a separate bill
would be introduced to secure
the services of employees hav-
ing a monthly salary above Rs
50,000 per month, said the
Chief Minister while replying
to the questions raised by the
Opposition regarding this Bill
in the ongoing session of the
Vidhan Sabha.
HSGMC polls soon:
Saini

Chief Minister Saini
assured the Assembly that elec-
tions for the Haryana Sikh
Gurdwara Management
Committee would be held
soon, with voter registration
underway. During discussions
on the Haryana Sikh Gurdwara
Management (Amendment)
Bill, 2024, Saini highlighted
changes to the Haryana Sikh
Gurdwara Judicial
Commission. The amended
bill allows the Commission's
chairperson to be either a High
Court or District Judge, remov-
ing the earlier upper age limit
of 65 years.  Saini emphasized
that the government has not
restricted the committee's elec-
tions but has formed a separate
body to oversee the process. He
reiterated the government's
commitment to upholding Sikh
religious and administrative
rights, ensuring fair and effi-
cient electoral proceedings.
Seven Bills Passed

Seven bills were passed
after discussion in the
Assembly, including The
Haryana Panchayati Raj
(Amendment) Bill, 2024; The
Haryana Village Common
Lands (Regulation)
Amendment Bill, 2024, The
Haryana Municipal
(Amendment) Bill, 2024; The
Haryana Municipal
Corporation (Amendment)
Bill, 2024; The Haryana
Development and Regulation
of Urban Areas (Amendment)
Bill, 2024; The Haryana Sikh
Gurdwaras (Management)
Amendment Bill, 2024; and
The Haryana Contractual
Employees (Security of Service)
Bill, 2024.

SAD working committee appeals for unity,
Defers decision on Sukhbir’s resignation

MONIKA MALIK n CHANDIGARH

Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) working com-
mittee on Monday unanimously passed a res-

olution urging the party president Sukhbir Singh
Badal to reconsider his resignation. Asserting
their unwavering confidence in his leadership,
the committee members declared that they
would resign en masse if he stepped down. 

The pivotal decision, made during the
SAD working committee’s marathon three-hour
meeting in Chandigarh, highlighted the party’s
effort to rally behind its leader amid growing
internal and external challenges. SAD working
president Balwinder Singh Bhunder announced
that the committee would seek feedback from
grassroots leaders, including district presi-
dents, halqa in-charges, and the members of the
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC) to ensure a collective and democratic
decision-making process.

Sukhbir, who has led the SAD since 2008,
had submitted his resignation following grow-
ing dissent within the party and criticism over
decisions made during his tenure, including
unresolved issues related to the 2015 sacrilege
incidents. The Akal Takht Sahib had also
declared Sukhbir “tankhaiya” (guilty of religious
misconduct), further complicating his position
within the party.

Notably, Sukhbir had appointed Balwinder
Singh Bhunder as SAD’s working president on
August 29 this year—a day before the Sikhs’
highest temporal seat, Akal Takht, declared him
“tankhaiya” for alleged lapses during his tenure
between 2007 and 2017.

These lapses, according to the Akal Takht,
caused significant harm to Sikh interests and tar-
nished the panth’s image. The charges includ-
ed failing to take action against those respon-
sible for the 2015 sacrilege incidents and grant-
ing pardon to Dera Sacha Sauda chief Gurmeet
Ram Rahim Singh in a 2007 blasphemy case.

The "tankhaiya" status remains unresolved
as the Akal Takht has yet to pronounce a for-
mal “tankhah” (punishment) to Sukhbir.

However, the Committee made it clear that
his leadership was indispensable at this critical
juncture. “Sukhbir Badal is not just a leader; he
is the symbol of our party’s resilience. His res-
ignation would render us vulnerable to con-
spiracies aimed at dismantling our unity,” said

Bhunder, emphasizing the need for collective
strength. 

“In a democratic setup, decisions must
reflect collective opinion. We will conduct dis-
trict and constituency-level meetings to ensure
every leader’s voice is heard,” said Bhunder, while
addressing the media following the meeting.

He added, “We will be calling the district
heads, constituency in-charges, and SGPC
members to the party head office on separate
dates to get their feedback. Afterwards, a col-
lective decision will be taken.”

Grassroots Support for Sukhbir
Youth Akali Dal president Sarabjeet Singh

Jinjher and several other loyalists expressed
unwavering support for Sukhbir, warning of a
cascading effect of resignations if his decision
was accepted. Senior leaders such as former
MLA NK Sharma and Ludhiana (Urban) pres-
ident Bhupinder Singh Bhinda have already ten-
dered their resignations in solidarity, under-
scoring the deep emotional connection many
leaders share with Sukhbir. 

SAD spokesperson Daljeet Singh Cheema
remarked, “This is not just about an individual
but the collective strength of the party. The emo-
tions of our cadre are intertwined with the lega-
cy of our leaders.”

Bhunder said that he has been flooded with
calls from party leaders who have expressed
shock at the turn of events and he has accord-
ingly decided to schedule meetings of district
presidents, constituency in-charges and SGPC
members to allow them to convey their senti-
ments to the party.

A History of Leadership Struggles 
Calls for leadership change in the SAD date

back to 2017 when the party suffered a major
defeat in the Punjab Assembly elections, after
ruling Punjab for a decade, winning two con-
secutive elections under Parkash Singh Badal’s
leadership.

The trend of diminishing vote share con-
tinued through subsequent elections — 2019 Lok
Sabha elections, 2022 assembly polls, and final-
ly parliamentary polls early this year — fueling
demands for introspection and reform.

The formation of a rebel faction, Akali Dal
Sudhar Lehar, earlier this year intensified pres-
sure on the leadership, with the group demand-
ing accountability and an apology for past mis-
takes. 

To seek feedback from district chiefs, SGPC members

Fierce Battle for Punjab Bypolls: AAP, Cong, BJP Clash Over 4 Key Seats in SAD’s absence
MONIKA MALIK n
CHANDIGARH

Campaigning for the
November 20 Punjab

Assembly bypolls ended on a
high note as political heavy-
weights, including AAP,
Congress, and BJP, on Monday
made last-ditch efforts to mobi-
lize voters across the four con-
tested seats of Gidderbaha,
Dera Baba Nanak, Chabbewal
(SC), and Barnala. The bypolls,
necessitated by the election of
sitting MLAs to the Lok Sabha
earlier this year, will see a tri-
angular contest, with SAD’s
absence, that promises to
reshape political equations in
Punjab.

Three of the four con-
stituencies — Gidderbaha,
Dera Baba Nanak, and
Chabbewal — were Congress
bastions, while Barnala was
held by the ruling AAP. This
election holds significance as it
pits dynastic politics, turn-
coats, and established faces
against each other, testing the
sway of regional and national

parties over Punjab’s electorate. 
Key Contests and

Prominent Candidates
In Gidderbaha, Congress’

Amrita Warring – wife of
Punjab Congress president and
Ludhiana MP Amarinder
Singh Raja Warring – is locked
in a high-stakes battle against
BJP’s Manpreet Singh Badal –
a seasoned politician hailing
from Badal family who has
held portfolios in both
Congress and Akali-BJP gov-
ernments and had been five-
time MLAs, and AAP’s
Hardeep Singh ‘Dimpy’
Dhillon – a former Akali
leader. The constituency saw
star-studded roadshows, with
Warring joined by Balkaur
Singh, father of slain singer
Sidhu Moosewala; and AAP
leaders led by Ministers Aman
Arora and Gurmeet Singh
Khuddian.

Dera Baba Nanak is wit-
nessing a clash between
Jatinder Kaur – wife of former
Deputy Chief Minister and
Gurdaspur MP Sukhjinder
Singh Randhawa, AAP’s

Gurdeep Singh Randhawa, and
BJP’s Ravikaran Singh Kahlon.
Jatinder, banking on her hus-
band’s legacy, faces stiff com-
petition as both AAP and BJP
aim to capitalize on anti-
incumbency against the
Congress. 

In Chabbewal, an SC-
reserved constituency, AAP’s
Ishank Kumar Chabbewal –
son of Hoshiarpur MP Dr Raj
Kumar Chabbewal – is vying
against Congress’ Ranjit Kumar
– a BSP turncoat, and BJP’s
Sohan Singh Thandal, a late
entrant and former SAD
Minister who joined the BJP
days before filing his nomina-
tion.

Barnala, meanwhile, is set
for a three-way contest between
AAP’s Harinder Singh
Dhaliwal, Congress’ Kuldeep
Singh Dhillon, and BJP’s Kewal
Singh Dhillon — all aiming to
claim this strategically vital
seat. 

Campaign Dynamics
The bypoll campaign saw

aggressive narratives from all
parties. AAP focused on show-

casing its governance record
under Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann, highlighting
achievements such as free elec-
tricity, ‘Aam Aadmi Clinics’,
48,000 merit-based govern-
ment jobs, among others. AAP
supremo Arvind Kejriwal lent
star power, addressing rallies
across the four constituencies
and urging voters to trust
AAP’s governance model. 

The Congress, riding high
after securing seven of Punjab’s
13 Lok Sabha seats earlier this
year, directed its attack at AAP
over alleged deteriorating law
and order, unfulfilled promis-
es, and the lingering drug
menace. Party stalwarts,
including former Chief
Minister Charanjit Singh
Channi and Leader of
Opposition in Vidhan Sabha
Partap Singh Bajwa, amplified
these concerns during exten-
sive campaigns. 

For the BJP, the bypolls sig-
nify an opportunity to consol-
idate its presence in Punjab.
Union Minister Ravneet Singh
Bittu, former Union Minister

Anurag Thakur, and Gujarat’s
former Chief Minister Vijay
Rupani led the charge — crit-
icizing AAP’s handling of
paddy procurement and law
enforcement. BJP, with its state
president Sunil Jakhar remain-
ing conspicuously absent, also
relied on its recent recruits, all
turncoats, to establish credi-
bility in constituencies where
its traditional influence has
been limited. 

Familial Ties and
Turncoats Dominate
Candidatures

The elections reflect
Punjab’s enduring reliance on
political dynasties and the
resurgence of turncoats.
Congress’ Amrita Warring and
Jatinder Kaur represent promi-
nent political families, while
AAP fielded Ishank
Chabbewal, son of a sitting MP,
and candidates with past affil-
iations to other parties.
Notably, all four BJP nominees
are former members of rival
parties, underscoring its strate-
gic bet on fresh faces with
proven electoral traction.  

SAD’s Absence and
Its Implications

For the first time in 32
years, the Akali Dal is abstain-
ing from the elections, citing
the Akal Takht’s reprimand
over past governance errors
and its president Sukhbir Badal
declared “tankhaiya”. 

This withdrawal marked a
significant shift in Punjab’s
political landscape, tradition-
ally dominated by SAD-
Congress rivalries, and could
open opportunities for other
players to fill the void in rural
constituencies. In the Congress
stronghold of Dera Baba
Nanak, SAD’s strategic move to
throw its full support behind
AAP candidate has signifi-
cantly intensified the contest,
raising the stakes for all con-
tenders.

The Stakes and Road
Ahead

The bypolls, with 6.96 lakh
eligible voters across 831
polling stations, will deter-
mine the political trajectory of
Punjab ahead of future elec-
toral battles. AAP, currently

enjoying a formidable majori-
ty with 91 of 117 Assembly
seats, sought to reaffirm its
dominance. Meanwhile,
Congress aimed at capitalizing
on public discontent, and the
BJP is eager to stake a claim as
a serious contender in Punjab
politics. 

As Punjab awaits the
results on November 23, the
bypolls promise not just to
decide the fate of 45 candidates
but also to reshape alliances
and strategies for upcoming
electoral contests in the polit-
ically dynamic state.
PUNJAB GEARS UP
FOR BYPOLLS; CEO
ASSURES SMOOTH
POLLING

Chandigarh: Punjab Chief
Electoral Officer (CEO) Sibin
C on Monday confirmed that
all arrangements are in place
for the upcoming bye-elec-
tions in four assembly con-
stituencies.

The polling, scheduled
for November 20 from 7 am to
6 pm, will see 6,96,965 voters
cast their ballots at 831 polling

stations under strict security
and transparency measures.
To ensure peaceful elections, 17
companies of Central Armed
Police Forces (CAPF) and
6,481 Punjab Police personnel
have been deployed.
Additionally, 3,868 polling staff
will oversee the process.
Critical polling stations across
the constituencies will be mon-
itored through 100 percent
live webcasting and CCTV
surveillance. 

Vote counting will com-
mence on November 23 in des-
ignated centers across con-
stituencies.

The CEO emphasized the
provision of voter-friendly
amenities, including drinking
water, waiting areas, and acces-
sible toilets at polling stations.
Special arrangements have also
been made for polling staff ’s
comfort and safety. 

Urging citizens to partici-
pate in the democratic process,
Sibin C appealed to voters to
exercise their right without
fear or inducement, ensuring
robust voter turnout.

PNS n CHANDIGARH

Punjab’s former Chief
Minister and Congress MP

from Jalandhar Charanjit Singh
Channi has once again found
himself at the center of a con-
troversy — this time for mak-
ing derogatory remarks about
women during an election
rally. Intervening swiftly, the
Punjab State Women’s
Commission on Monday
issued a notice to Channi after
his comments sparked outrage
across political circles and
among women’s rights groups.

Notably, Channi, while

campaigning for Congress
candidate Amrita Warring in
Gidderbaha, shared a story
that many found deeply offen-
sive. He compared the rela-
tionships between a Brahmin’s
dog and a Jat’s dog, making
inappropriate references to
women by describing them as
“dogs’ wives”. He further
likened the situation to the BJP
and AAP, accusing both par-
ties’ leaders of being more
concerned about their own
“respect” than addressing peo-
ple’s concerns.

Punjab women’s panel,
exercising its powers under

Section 10 of the Punjab State
Women Commission Act,
2001, issued a notice to Channi
and summoned him to appear
in person on November 19 to
explain his remarks. The
Commission condemned
Channi’s comments, stating
that they were not only offen-
sive to women but also divisive
in nature, attempting to create
rifts between different com-
munities in Punjab.

This is not the first time
Channi has found himself in
hot water for his controversial
statements. In 2018, he faced a
major scandal when he was

accused of sending inappro-
priate messages to a female IAS
officer, for which he later apol-
ogized. More recently, during
the Jalandhar West by-election,
Channi’s posters featuring him
in a controversial pose with a
woman sparked further criti-
cism. Additionally, a viral video
showed Channi inappropri-
ately touching Akali Dal leader
Bibi Jagir Kaur, which led to
public outrage.

The latest controversy has
drawn sharp reactions from
political leaders. BJP Punjab
Mahila Morcha president Jai
Inder Kaur condemned

Channi’s remarks, calling them
a clear reflection of his “low
mentality” towards women.
She criticized his comments for
being disrespectful not only to
women but also to Jats and
Brahmins, accusing him of
attempting to play divisive
politics. Jai Inder has urged the
Election Commission and the
Women’s Commission to take
strict action against Channi.

AAP’s Gidderbaha candi-
date Hardeep Singh ‘Dimpy’
Dhillon, also denounced
Channi’s comments, particu-
larly highlighting the fact that
Amrita Warring, a female can-
didate, was present during the
rally when Channi made the
remarks. Dhillon called for
immediate action against
Channi, stating that such lan-
guage has no place in modern
politics.

Amid Election Campaign, Rahul Gandhi's
Spiritual Pause at Golden Temple

PNS n AMRITSAR

In the midst of a whirlwind
election campaign, where

back-to-back press conferences
define the day, Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi on Monday
carved out a moment of calm
at the Golden Temple in
Amritsar. Arriving at the
revered Sikh shrine late in the
evening after a jam-packed
schedule, he took a brief pause
from his political duties to
offer a humble service to the
devotees — offering them
drinking water. His visit reflect-
ed a personal connection to the
Sikhs’ holiest shrine that has
grown over time.

Rahul Gandhi’s day had
started with a press conference
at 10 am in Mumbai address-
ing the Maharashtra elections,
followed by another one at 3
pm in Ranchi, where he spoke
about the upcoming elections

in Jharkhand. Despite the tight
time constraints, he reached
Amritsar in the evening and
visited the Golden Temple,
performing sewa at 8 pm. He
is scheduled to stay overnight
at Amritsar.

This wasn’t his first sewa
(service) visit to the Golden
Temple.

On October 2, 2023, Rahul
Gandhi had stayed for three
days, immersing himself in
the sewa activities — working
alongside volunteers in the
langar, chopping vegetables,
washing dishes, and distribut-
ing food to the masses.

His commitment to serv-
ing the devotees even extend-
ed to managing shoes at the
shoe storage area, a small yet
significant gesture that drew
praise. This year, his visit was
shorter but just as meaningful.
Rahul Gandhi was seen hold-
ing a young child as he offered

water to the devotees, symbol-
izing a blend of compassion
and humility.

The timing of his visit was
significant. Punjab is gearing
up for elections, with voting set
for November 20 across four
assembly constituencies. As
the electioneering came to a
halt at 6 pm on November 18,
Rahul Gandhi’s visit to the
Golden Temple served as a
reminder of his spiritual con-
nection amidst the political
noise.

This visit to Amritsar is
part of Rahul Gandhi’s broad-
er engagement with Punjab,
where he has frequently made
stops, including during the
Bharat Jodo Yatra, though
Amritsar wasn’t initially part of
the route. On that occasion, he
had made an unscheduled visit,
donning a pagri (turban) and
offering his respects at the
Golden Temple. 

Ex-CM Channi once again embroiled in 
controversy over derogatory remarks
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I, No. 6 39 6 742Y Rank 

H av, Vishnu Ramdas 

Pemmu S/o P L ohidas R/o 

Adatalapalli,P.O B oxipalli, 

Gopalpur on Sea, D istt. 

Ganjam, Odisha, 76 1002. 

have changed my Son 

Name from P. Khagesh To 

Pemmu Khagesh. 

I, No. 6 39 6 742Y Rank 

H av, Vishnu Ramdas 

Pemmu S/o P L ohidas R/o 

Adatalapalli,P.O B oxipalli, 

Gopalpur on Sea, D istt. 

Ganjam, 

Odisha,76 1002.have 

changed my Name from 

Vishnu Ramdas Pemmu To 

P. Vishnu Ramdas. 

I, Sunil Kumar S/o Shri 

Phool C hand D himan R/o 

19 B , Ward no. 9 ,Mahesh 

Nagar, Ambala C antt declare 

that I have changed my 

name from Sunil D himan to 

Sunil Kumar for all purposes. 

I, Service  No.44810851, 

Rank H av Name Sonu Singh  

R/O Village C hawinda D evi  

Tehsil Majitha Amritsar  I 

H ave C hanged My Name 

F rom Omkar Singh To Onkar 

Singh   B oth Names A re Of 

One And Same Person. 

I, Amandeep Kaur  

Spouse Of  Service 

No.4481085L  Rank H av 

Name Sonu Singh  

R/O.Village C hawinda D evi, 

Tehsil Majitha  Amritsar 

H ave C hanged My D ate Of 

B irth F rom 05-05-19 87  To  

26 -01-19 87. 

I, Amandeep Singh 

S/O B alwinder Singh R/O # 

1100 K/2 , St. No. 2, B aba 

Shri C hand C olony Mundia 

Kalan L udhiana punjab 

141015 I H ave C hange My 

name F rom Amandeep 

Singh To Amandeep Singh 

B edi. 

I, Harjeet Singh 

Ahluwalia S/O  L abh Singh  

R/O H ouse No. 105, Sector 

- 11, Panchkula, H aryana, 

H ave C hanged My Name 

F rom H arjeet Singh 

Ahluwalia To H arjeet Singh. 

I, Bhupinder Singh 

Brar S/O Sarmukh Singh 

B rar/O Vill. D higana Sri 

Muktsar Sahib, H ave 

C hanged My Name To 

B hupinder Singh A ll 

C oncern Note It. 

I, Bijender S/O Sh. A jit 

Singh, R/O Village Jharoth, 

Tehsil Kharkhoda, D istrict 

Sonepat D eclare That My 

Name Is A ll D ocuments Is 

B ijender. That In The 

Village, I A lso Known B y The 

Name Of Vijay. That 

B ijender And Vijay Is The 

Name Of One And Same 

Person. 

I, Reena Rani W/O 

Manoj B indal R/O H ouse 

No. 1209 / B 1, Rathpur 

C olony ,Pinjore , D istt. 

Panchkula H aryana H ave 

C hanged My Name F rom 

Reena Rani To Reena 

B indal. 

I, Puja Sharma W/O 

A rvind Kumar Markanday, 

R/O H .No 270 ,Ward No. 7 

Teacher   C olony ,Kurali 

S.A.S. Nagar C hange My 

Minor D aughter's Name 

F rom D ishita To D ishita 

Markanday. 

I, Parminder Singh 

Gill S/O Mohinder Singh 

G ill, 47 Phase 2 Mohali, 

H ave C hanged Name To 

Sarminder Singh G ill. 

I, Kanwaljit Singh S/O 

Mohinder Singh, Saddo 

Majra, Fatehgarh Sahib, 

H ave C hanged Name To 

Kawaljit Singh. 

I, Parvesh Kumar S/o 

Sh. Naresh C hander 

Sharma R/o 7770/1/2, Gali 

No. 05, Shah Satnam Ji 

Road, Kalyan Nagar, Sirsa 

(H aryana). That I have 

changed my name from 

Parvesh Kumar to Parvesh 

Kumar Sharma , in future 

my name is to be called as 

Parvesh Kumar Sharma. 

I, Raman Kamboj S/o 

Sh. Puran C hand R/o H .No. 

84, V.Mirpur-125077 P.O 

Khairekan, D istt. Sirsa 

(H aryana). That I have 

changed my minor 

daughter name from 

Manreet to Manreet 

Kamboj, in future my minor 

daughter name is to be 

called as Manreet Kamboj. 

I, Rohit Kumar S/o 

Garib D ass R/o Village B ari 

Khad, Tehsil & D istrict 

H oshiarpur,  Punjab have 

changed my minor son 

name from Manik to Manik 

D rigpal. 

I, Rohit Kumar S/o 

Garib D ass R/o Village B ari 

Khad, Tehsil & D istrict 

H oshiarpur,  Punjab have 

changed my minor son 

name from Paras Kumar to 

Paras D rigpal. 

I, TIRATH KAUR W/O 

JAGD EEP KUMAR R/O 

VPO D hanowali, Jalandhar, 

Punjab have C hanged my 

name from TIRATH O to 

TIRATH  KAUR. A ll 

concerned Please Note. 

I, Rajinder Pal Singh 

Awal S/o Teja Singh R/o 

H .No. 10. St. No. 9  B , Near 

C anara B ank, Anand 

Nagar-B , Patiala (Punjab) 

have changed my name to 

Rajinder Pal Singh. 

I, Jaswant Singh S/o 

Roshan L al  R/o H .No. 

2556 , Type 2 D .M.W. 

Railway C olony, Patiala 

(Punjab) declare that both 

names Jaswant Singh and 

Jaswant Singh Saini are 

mine and of one and the 

same person. 

I, Harjit Kaur is Wife of 

No. 249 7212M, Rank H av, 

Name B aljinder Singh Unit 

of 21 Punjab C /O 56  APO, 

Ferozepur C antt, have 

changed my name from 

H arjit Kaur to H arjeet Kaur 

Vide A ffidavit D ated 18 

November 2024 before at 

Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Sonam is spouse of 

409 29 51N, Rank NK, 

Name Shashipal Singh, 

Unit of 21 Garh Rif C /O 56  

APO, Resident at Village 

D ang, Po. Agrora, Pauri 

Garhwal, Agrora, UK Pin 

C ode 246 176  have 

changed my name from 

Sonam to Sonam D evi 

Vide A ffidavit D ated 18 

November 2024 before at 

Notary Ferozepur. 

I, No.JC -289 827M, NB  

Sub (D mt) Name B alaji K 

of Unit 16 8 Fd Regt C /O 56  

Apo Residing at Village 

E llappan Patti, Post 

Agaram D istrict Vellore 

State Tamil Nadu Pin 

6 35804, have changed my 

Son name from Akash to 

Akash B  Vide A ffidavit 

D ated 18 November 2024 

before at Notary 

Ferozepur. 

I, SUDESH DHAWAN 

Widow of No 2259 9 9  EX 

JWO (L ate) B A L A 

KRISH NA D H AWAN 

residing at H  No 15 Ward 

no 8, D hawan C olony, K irti 

Nagar, Tehsil and D istt 

Ferozepur, Punjab -152002 

have changed my name 

from SUD ESH  D H AWAN to 

SUD ESH  KUMARI and 

also change my date of 

birth from 16  Nov 19 53 to 

01 Apr 19 45 in my late 

husband service records 

Vide A ffidavit dated 18-11-

2024 before Notary public 

Ferozepur.  

I, Mahesh Singh is 

Father of No. 16 115148N, 

L /NK, Narayan Singh of 

Unit 22 Engr Regt. C /o 56  

APO residing of Jasmapur, 

Sakwai, Farrukhabad State 

Uttar Pradesh Pin-206 451 

D eclare That my D ate of 

B irth 01.07.19 6 3 Wrongly 

Mentioned in my Son A rmy 

Service Records but my 

correct D ate of B irth is 

01.07.19 59 . 

I, Jamuna Devi is 

Mother of No. 16 115148N, 

L /NK, Narayan Singh of 

Unit 22 Engr Regt. C /o 56  

APO residing of Jasmapur, 

Sakwai, Farrukhabad State 

Uttar Pradesh Pin-206 451 

D eclare That my D ate of 

B irth 01.07.19 6 6  Wrongly 

Mentioned in my Son A rmy 

Service Records but my 

correct D ate of B irth is 

01.07.19 6 1. 

I, Vikram Rattan S/O Mit 

Ram Rattan R/O Kothi No. 

11, T.V Tower, Enclave 

Phase-3, Near Village 

Malko, P O Tarar, Pin C ode 

144026  Jalandhar D eclare 

That My D aughter Names 

Kanishka And Kanishka 

Rattan Is One And The 

Same Person. 

I, No. 2706 175X, H AV, 

SISOD IYA RANJIT 

D ANA B H AI, Unit 7 

GUJARAT B N NC C  

MEH SANA C /o 56  APO 

and resident of at JANA D I 

TEH SIL  MA L IYA H ATINA 

D ISTT. JUNAGA D H , PIN 

36 2245, have C hanged my 

wife name from SISOD IYA 

C H AND RIKA B EN to 

SISOD IYA 

C H AND RIKA B EN 

RANJITB H AI Vide A ffidavit 

D ated 18 November 2024 

before at Notary 

Ferozepur. 

I, Rajesh W/O 

Shamsher Singh R/O 150, 

Vill. L ehrara,Sonipat H ave 

C hanged My Name F rom 

Rajesh To Rakesh Kumari 

For A ll Future Purposes. 

I,  Khoirom Nabakumar 

Singh S/O Khoirom Sagor 

Singh # 2180, Sector 19 C , 

C handigarh H ave C hange 

The Name Of My Minor Son 

F rom K rishna Kumar 

Khoirom To K rsna Khoirom. 

I, Rajiv Kumar Verma 

S/O Madan L al # 320, Milk 

C olony, D hanas, C handigarh 

H ave C hanged The Name 

Of My Minor Son F rom 

Saksham Verma To Apaar 

Verma. 

I, Sunny S/o D arshan 

L al R/o Village Rerkalan 

Tehsil Madlauda D istrict 

Panipat, have changed my 

name from Sunny to Sunny 

Kumar. 

I, Inderjeet S/o Madan 

L al R/o 9 8-C , Ward -2, 

Taraori D istrict Karnal, have 

changed my name from 

Inderjeet to Inder Jeet. 

I, Neha Jindal W/o 

Nikesh Garg R/o 6 13/33, Ram 

Nagar, Kath Mandi, Rohtak, 

have changedmy name from 

Neha Jindal to Neha. 

I, Nishant S/o Mahinder 

Singh R/o Village Sanwat Sub 

Tehsil Nigdhu D istrict Karnal 

have changed my name from 

Nishant S/o Mahinder Singh 

to Nishant Munde S/o 

Mahinder. 

I, Vinit Kumar S/o 

Kashmiri R/o Village Sanwat 

Sub Tehsil Nigdhu D istrict 

Karnal have changed my 

name from Vinit Kumar to 

Vineet. 

I,Sonam W/O Amit 

Kumar Resident H . No. 

239 /6  Tehsil Pehowa D istt, 

Kurukshetra H ave C hanged 

My Give Name Sonam 

Surname Rani. 

I,Samar Singh 

Surname B onkra S/O Sultan 

Singh Vill.Nadiyali, Matheri 

Shekhan,Ambala, H aryana 

H ave C hanged My Name 

Samar Singh. 

I, H itherto Known As 

Sunny S/O Jiwan L al R/O 

Nauli, Post Office Isharwal, 

D istt. Jalandhar, Punjab- 

144102 H ave C hanged My 

Name And Shall H ereafter 

B e Known As Sunny 

B adhan. 

I, H itherto Known As 

Major L al Ralh S/O Jagdish 

L al R/O Village Gulabgarh 

Jagir, Po. C hak Prema, 

Tehsil Phagwara, D istt. 

Kapurthala, Punjab- 144401 

H ave C hanged My Name 

And Shall H ereafter B e 

Known As Major L al. 

I, H itherto Known As 

Naseeb Kaur W/O Raghbir 

Singh R/O Ward No. 3, D era 

B aba Nanak, PO. D era 

B aba Nanak, D istt. 

Gurdaspur, Punjab- 1436 04 

H ave C hanged My Name 

And Shall H ereafter B e 

Known As Pushpinder Kaur. 

I, Satish Kumar And 

Satish Aggarwal  S/O Tilak 

Raj R/O H .No. 389 -B , Surya 

Enclave, Jalandhar A re The 

Same B ut Now I Am Known 

As Satish Aggarwal. 

I, B hupinder Ram S/O 

Madho Ram R/O VPO. 

C hahal Kalan, Tehsil B anga, 

D istt. SB S Nagar, Punjab 

H ave C hanged My Name 

F rom B hupinder Ram To 

B hupinder Singh. 

I, Sunita W/O Tarsem 

Masih Sahota  Resident Of     

H  No. 508 Improvement 

Trust C olony B atala Road,  

Gurdaspur H ave C hanged 

My Name F rom Sunita   To  

Sunita Sahota C oncerned 

Note Please. 

I, Janvi D /O C hander 

Parkash R/O H . No. 810-A, 

B adwali D hani, Ram 

C hander Thander Wali Gali, 

H isar (H aryana). D eclare 

That My 10th C lass Mark 

Sheet Roll No. 1021245384 

Yr. 2021 Issued B y H B SE, 

B hiwani My Aadhar No Is 

Wrongly Mentioned As 

276 39 6 6 276 9 9  B ut My 

C orrect Aadhar No. Is 

276 39 6 6 26 79 9 . 

I,  Tarsem Masih S/O 

Sh. Piara Masih Resident Of     

H  No. 508 Improvement 

Trust C olony B atala Road,  

Gurdaspur H ave C hanged 

My Name F rom Tarsem 

Masih   To  Tarsem Masih 

Sahota C oncerned Note 

Please. 

I, PARAMJIT SINGH 

S/O GURD IP SINGH  R/O 

VIL L - C H AC K D EEPEWAL . 

PO- D H ARIWA L , D ISTT- 

GURD ASPUR 143519  

PUNJAB . D EC L ARE TH AT 

MY GIVEN NAME AS 

PARAMJIT AND  MY 

SURNAME AS SINGH . 

I, HINABEN BHAGAJI 

THAKOR Spouse    Of No   

459 0123M   Rank   SEP 

Name  TH AKOR 

NAREND RASINH  

B H UPATSINH   Presently 

Residing A t Sarvoday Nagar 

Society, Khandosan, 

Mahesana,  State – Gujarat, 

PIN-384310, H ave C hanged 

My Name F rom H INAB EN 

B H AGAJI TH AKOR To 

TH AKOR H INAB EN 

NAREND RASINH  Vide 

A ffidavit No IN-

PB 801826 356 6 6 6 20W 

D ated 18-11-2024 B efore 

Notary Public Pathankot 

(Punjab). 

I, Sarala Hazra Mother 

of No.JC -77336 6 M Sub 

Anup Kumar H azra resident 

of Village- Narayanbard, 

Post- Narayanbard, Tehsil- 

Tehsil- Kharagpur, D istrict- 

Midnapur (West), State- 

West B engal, Pin-721144, 

have changed my D OB  from 

09  Jan 19 6 0 to 23 Oct 19 57 

Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB 80445238409 772W 

dated 18 Nov 2024 before 

notary public Pathankot 

I, Banani Samanta 

Hazra spouse of No.JC -

77336 6 M Sub Anup Kumar 

H azra resident of Village- 

Narayanbard, Post- 

Narayanbard, Tehsil- Tehsil- 

Kharagpur, D istrict- 

Midnapur (West), State- 

West B engal, Pin-721144, 

have changed my name 

from B anani Samanta to 

B anani Samanta H azra Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB 80446 2439 9 5244W 

dated 18 Nov 2024 before 

notary public Pathankot 

I, Bhu Devi Mother of 

No.JC -30419 1W Sub Manoj 

Kumar of Unit 406  GUN 

MSL  REGT C /O 56  APO, 

resident of Village- 

Radhakun Rural, Post- 

Radhakun Rural, Tehsil- 

Goverdhan, D istrict- 

Mathura, State- U.P, Pin-

281504, have changed my 

name from B hudevee to 

B hu D evi Vide affidavit 

No.IN-

PB 80450580717140W 

dated 18 Nov 2024 before 

notary public Pathankot 

I, Haripada Hazra 

Father of No.JC -77336 6 M 

Sub Anup Kumar H azra 

resident of Village- 

Narayanbard, Post- 

Narayanbard, Tehsil- Tehsil- 

Kharagpur, D istrict- 

Midnapur (West), State- 

West B engal, Pin-721144, 

have changed my D OB  from 

01 Jan 19 55 to 17 April 19 52 

Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB 8044436 6 6 39 1846 W 

dated 18 Nov 2024 before 

notary public Pathankot. 

I, Ramaavtar Father of 

No.JC -30419 1W Sub Manoj 

Kumar of Unit 406  GUN 

MSL  REGT C /O 56  APO, 

resident of Village- 

Radhakun Rural, Post- 

Radhakun Rural, Tehsil- 

Goverdhan, D istrict- 

Mathura, State- U.P, Pin-

281504, have changed my 

name from Ram Autar to 

Ramaavtar  Vide affidavit 

No.IN-

PB 804486 8449 8333W 

dated 18 Nov 2024 before 

notary public Pathankot. 

I  N  D  SUHAGA 

(existing name) Wife Of  

No.6 323541X  Ex  H av Azad 

Singh  S/o H ira Singh 

resident  of  VPO Maina,   

Tehsil Rohtak,   D istrict 

Rohtak  (H aryana) have 

changed my name in my  

husband's  D efence records/ 

PPO  from  N D  SUH AGA 

(existing name) to NATH IYA 

D EVI (PROPOSED  new 

name)  My correct/actual 

D OB  is  01.01.19 45 as per 

my Aadhaar /PAN C ard.  In 

future  I shall may be 

known/written and called as  

NATH IYA D EVI (D OB  : 

01.01.19 45)  for all work 

purposes,  Vide  A ffidavit 

dated   Nov 2024 before Ist 

class magistrate (Rohtak) 

I,Kamaldeep Kaur 

Sroay wife of AmanPreet 

Singh, H ouse no.125, street 

no. 2, Ghuman Nagar, 

Sirhind Road, Patiala, 

Punjab, have changed my 

name to Kamaldeep Kaur 

 I, Mangat Ram S/O 

H ari C hand  R/O H .No. 

325/13, Multani C howk, 

H isar (H aryana) H ave 

C hanged My Name F rom 

Mange Ram To Mangat Ram 

For A ll Purposes In Future.I, 

Sambhu Sahu S/O Juri Sao 

R/O Vill: Taunsa Teh-

B alachaur (SB S Nagar) Pb, 

India, H ave C hanged My 

Name F rom Sambhu Sahu 

To Sambhu Sao. 

I, Harblas S/O Pritam 

Singh R/O Village 

Ibrahimpur, Teh. 

Garhshankar, (H oshiarpur) 

H ave C hanged My Name As 

H arbilas Singh. 

I, Jagtar Singh 

Warsahai S/O Gurbachan 

Singh R/O Vill: Acharwal 

(L udhiana) H ave C hanged 

My Name To Jagtar Singh. 

I, Rajinder Kaur W/O 

Avtar Singh R/O H .No-

212/16 , Rama Street, 

Khanna {L udhiana} H ave 

C hanged My Name To 

Sarbjeet Kaur.   

I, Raj Pal Kaur W/O 

Kulwinder Singh Resident Of 

Village Khilchi Qadim, 

D istrict Ferozepur, H ave 

C hanged My Name To 

Rajpal Kaur. 

 I, Sarbjeet Singh S/O 

Mohan Singh R/O Vasant 

Farm H ouse B order Road 

Ferozepur C ity H ave 

C hanged My Name Sarbjeet 

Singh Vasant. 

 I, Manjeet Kaur W/O 

Sarbjeet Singh Vasant R/O 

Vasant Farm H ouse B order 

Road Ferozepur C ity H ave 

C hanged My Name Manjeet 

Kaur Vasant. 

I, Sonu Alias Anjali 

Sharma Wife Of Rajan 

Sharma, Resident Of 13/4, 

B tw Ferozepur C ity, H ave 

C hanged My Name F rom 

Sonu A lias Anjali Sharma To 

Sonu. 

I Dev Raj S/O D asu 

Ram R/O Village Shamdo 

D istrict Patiala H ave 

C hanged My Name To 

D iwan C hand. 

 I, Sarbjeet Kaur 

D aughter Of Partap Singh 

Resident Of #04, G.H  Road, 

C hungi No. 8, New Partap 

Nagar, Ferozepur C antt, 

Ferozepur, H ave C hanged 

My Name To Sarbjeet Kaur 

Sandhu. 

 I, Dalbir Singh Son Of 

Suba Singh Resident Of 

H ouse No. 55 Street No. 02, 

B aba Ram L al Nagar, 

Ferozepur C ity H ave 

C hanged My Name To 

D albir Singh Gill. 

 I, Devinder Kaur Wife 

Of D albir Singh G ill 

Resident Of H ouse No. 55 

Street No. 02, B aba Ram 

L al Nagar Ferozepur C ity 

H ave C hanged My Name To 

D evinder Kaur Gill. 

 I, Rahul Kumar S/O 

Satish Kumar R/O Village 

Kotli D ewan D istrict Sri 

Muktsar Sahib H ave 

C hanged My Name To 

Rahul Singh. 

 I, A rmy No. 156 846 6 0k, 

L /H av, Agni Singh Of Unit 7 

Idsr C /O 56  Apo D eclare 

That My D aughter Name 

Nikeeta Wrongly Written In 

My A rmy Service Records 

B ut My D aughter C orrect 

Name Is Nikeeta 

B hadouriya. 

I, Karmjit Kaur W/O 

Kulwant Singh R/O Vpo 

Sibian D istrict Faridkot 

H ave C hanged My Name To 

Karmjeet Kaur. 

  

I, Sarbjit Singh S/O 

B aldev Singh R/O Village 

Sarawan D istrict Faridkot 

H ave C hanged My Name To 

Sarbjeet Singh. 

I, Parwati Kumari D /O 

Surender Prasad W/O 

Mahesh Mahto R/O 

B ungalow No.46 , Philomath 

Enclave, Patiala 147001 

Punjab H ave C hanged My 

Name To Parwati Mahto. 

 I, H itherto Known As 

Paramjit Kaur W/O 

D evinder Singh R/O Village 

Tibba, PO Tibba, Tehsil 

D huri D istrict Sangrur, 

Punjab-148025 H ave 

C hanged My Name And 

Shall H ereafter B e Known 

As Palwinder Kaur. 

I, Sabina Pradhan 

L egally Spouse Of Pranit 

Pradhan Presently Residing 

A t Mirjangla B usty, 

B elgachi, B elgachhi, D istt – 

D arjeeling, State – West 

B engal, PIN - 734423 H ave 

C hanged My Name F rom 

Sabina Pradhan To Sabina 

Tamang  Vide A ffidavit 

D ated 18 Nov 2024 B efore 

Executive Magistrate 

Jalandhar, (PB ). 

 I, Dheeraj Kumar 

L egally Son Of H ans Raj  

Resident Of Ward No. 1, Vill 

- Pahari, Tehsil  Pataudi, 

D istt – Gurgaon, State – 

H aryana, PIN – 122502 

H ave C hanged My Name 

F rom D heeraj Kumar To 

D heeraj Yadav Vide 

A ffidavit D ated 18 Nov 2024 

B efore Executive 

Magistrate Jalandhar, (PB ). 

 I, Asherphi  L egally 

Mother Of  H ans Raj  

Resident Of Ward No. 1, Vill 

- Pahari, Tehsil  Pataudi, 

D istt – Gurgaon, State – 

H aryana, PIN – 122502 

H ave C hanged My Name 

F rom Asherphi To Ashrfi 

Vide A ffidavit D ated 18 Nov 

2024 B efore Executive 

Magistrate Jalandhar, (PB ). 

 I, Paramjit Kaur 

L egally Mother Of Gurdeep 

Singh  Presently Residing 

A t H alwara, D istt – 

L udhiana, State – Punjab, 

PIN – 141107 H ave 

C hanged My Name F rom 

Paramjit Kaur To Pramjeet 

Kaur Vide A ffidavit D ated 

18 Nov 2024 B efore 

Executive Magistrate 

Jalandhar, (PB ). 

 I, Gurmeet Kaur 

L egally Mother Of K rishan 

Singh Presently Residing A t 

D hauli Mohalla, B adla, PO 

– B adla, D istt – H oshiarpur, 

State – Punjab,  PIN - 

144205  H ave C hanged My 

Name F rom Gurmeet Kaur 

To Gurmit Kaur  Vide 

A ffidavit D ated 18 Nov 2024 

B efore Executive 

Magistrate Jalandhar, (PB ). 

I Neelam W/O Sachin 

Sarwalia R/O H ouse No.277  

Sec 6  U.E Karnal, D eclare 

That B oth Neelam Sarwalia 

And Neelam A re  The Name 

Of The One Person. B oth 

Name B elong To Same And 

One Person. 

 I Knaia Kumar Majhi 

S/O Sushil Kumar Majhi R/O 

# 18A, Sewak Enclave, Opp 

Simran D haba, Rajpura, 

D istrict Patiala, Punjab-

140401 H ave C hanged My 

Name To K ishore Kumar 

Majhi.

Classifieds

The Pioneer does not take 

responsibility for the 

contents for the 

advertisement (D isplay / 

C lassified) carried in this 

newspaper. The Paper 

does not endorse the 

same. Readers are 

requested to verify the 

content on their own. 

Disclaimer

CHANGE OF NAME

ìÅ-ÁçÅñå ÃÔÅÇÂÕ Õ¹ñËÕàð çðÜÅ êÇÔñÅ-
Õî-éÅÇÂì åÇÔÃÆñçÅð ÃîÅäÅ êÇàÁÅñÅ¢

é¯ÇàÃ ÇÂôÇåÔÅð 
ÇîÃñ é¿:- @B/ ðÆâð-B   ðÜ±ÁÅ- 
AH.@C.B@BD      ëËÃñÅ- êËÇâ¿× 
Áé¹îÅé Õ¶Ã-ðÅî ÇÃ¿Ø     ìéÅî

å¶÷ ÕÏð ò×¶ðÅ 
òÅÕÅ ÚåËÔð»

ÇÕÃî-åÕÃÆî
ÇÂÃ é¯ÇàÃ ðÅÔÆ Ô¶á çðÜ Çèð» Áå¶ ÁÅî êìÇñÕ ù Ã±ÇÚå ÕÆåÅ 
Ü»çÅ ÔË ÇÕ À¹êð¯Õå Áé¹îÅé Õ¯Ã Çéîé ÔÃåÅÖð çÆ ÁçÅñå 
Çò¼Ú ÇîåÆ @D.AB.B@BD ù Ã¹äòÅÂÆ ñÂÆ ñ¼×Å Ô¯ÇÂÁÅ ÔË¢ À¹Õå 
Áé¹îÅé Õ¶Ã Ãì¿èÆ Ü¶Õð Ô¶á çðÜ ÇÕÃ¶ òÆ Çèð Ü» ÁÅî êìÇñÕ 
ù À¹Õå Áé¹îÅé Õ¶Ã Ãì¿èÆ Õ¯ÂÆ ÇÂåðÅÜ ÔË, å» À¹Ô ÇîåÆ 
î¹Õðð ÇîåÆ ù Ö¹ç Ü» ÁÅêä¶ òÕÆñ ðÅÔÄ ÔÅÜð ÁçÅñå Ô¯ Õ¶ 
ÁÅêäÅ ÇÂåðÅÜ ê¶ô Õð ÃÕçÅ ÔË¢ ÇÂÃ å¯º ÇÂñÅòÅ Ü¶Õð ÇÕÃ¶ 
îÃ±ñ çÆ îÏå Ô¯ Ú¹¼ÕÆ Ô¯ò¶ å» À¹Ã ç¶ òÅðÃ òÆ Õ¶Ã çÆ êËðòÆ Õð 
ÃÕç¶ Ôé¢ ÇîåÆ î¹Õðð å¼Õ Õ¯ÂÆ òÆ ÇÂåðÅÜ éÅ ÁÅÀ¹ä çÆ 
Ã±ðå Çò¼Ú Õ¯Ã çÅ ÇéïîÅ Áé¹ÃÅð Õ¶Ã Çò¼Ú Á×ñ¶ðÆ ÕÅðòÅÂÆ 
Áîñ Çò¼Ú ÇñÁÅçÆ ÜÅò¶×Æ¢ Çèð»:- îÃ±ñ é¿ìð A) ðÅî ÇÕôé 
ÇÃ¿Ø ê¹¼åð ìÖå¯ð ÇÃ§Ø B) Ã¹éÆåÅ ç¶òÆ ê¹¼åðÆ ÇÕô¯ð Ú¿ç C) 
îñÕÆå ÇÃ¿Ø ê¹¼åð é¼Ûåð ÇÃ¿Ø D) îÖ¼é ÇÃ¿Ø ê¹¼åð é¼Ûåð 
ÇÃ§Ø E) éÇð¿çð ÕÏð êåéÆ ÕÅÔé Ú¿çð ÇÃ¿Ø F) ÔðÇÜ¿çð ÕÏð 
êåéÆ Õ¹ñçÆê ÇÃ¿Ø G) êÅñ ÇÃ¿Ø ê¹¼åð Ü§×Æð ÇÃ¿Ø H) í×ò¿å 
ÇÃ¿Ø ê¹¼åð ÇÕô¯ð Ú¿ç I) í±ôé ÇÃ¿Ø À¹ðë í±ôé Õ¹îÅð ê¹¼åð 
ÇÕô¯ð Ú¿ç ÇÃ¿Ø A@) Ã¹Çð¿çðêÅñ ÇÃ¿Ø À¹ðë îÇÔ¿çðêñÅñ ê¹¼åð 
ÇÕô¯ð Ú¿ç AA) Õ¹ñçÆê ÇÃ¿Ø ê¹¼åð ÇÕô¯ð Ú¿ç AB) Ãð±ê Ú§ç 
ê¹¼åð ÚÅéä ÇÃ¿Ø AC) ìÅì± ÇÃ¿Ø À¹ðë ìÅì± ðÅî AD) ÁîðÜÆå 
ÇÃ¿Ø ê¹¼åð ÚÅéä ÇÃ¿Ø AE) ×¹ðçÆê ÇÃ§Ø ê¹¼åð Ã§å¯Ö ÇÃ¿Ø AF) 
ìñò¿å ÕÏð êåéÆ Ã¿å¯Ö ÇÃ¿Ø AG) îéÜÆå ÕÏð êåéÆ Áåð ÇÃ¿Ø 
AH) ×¹ðÃ¶òÕ ÇÃ§Ø ê¹¼åð Ã¹Öç¶ò ÇÃ¿Ø AI) Ü×åÅð Ú¿ç ê¹¼åð 
ÃåêÅñ B@) Õ¹ôÇñÁÅ ç¶òÆ ê¹¼åðÆ ÚÅéä ÇÃ¿Ø BA) ÔðêÅñ ÕÏð 
ê¹¼åðÆ ÚÅéä ÇÃ¿Ø BB) ÜËêÅñ ÇÃ¿Ø ê¹¼åð ÚÅéä ÇÃ¿Ø BC) 
×¹ðçÅÃ Õ¹îÅð ê¹¼åð ÚÅéä ÇÃ¿Ø BD) Áåð ÇÃ¿Ø ê¹¼åð Ã¿å¯Ö 
ÇÃ¿Ø BE) î¿×ñ ×¯ÇÂñ ê¹¼åð ÁÇîÌå ñÅñ ×¯ÇÂñ BF) Ãîô¶ð ÇÃ¿Ø 
ê¹¼åð Ã§å¯Ö ÇÃ¿Ø BG) ðÅÜ ÕÏð ê¹¼åðÆ ê±ðé ÇÃ¿Ø BH) ×¿×Å ÇÃ¿Ø 
ê¹¼åð ×¹ðçÆê ÇÃ¿Ø BI) ÔðÇò¿çð ÇÃ¿Ø ê¹¼åð ÁîðÜÆå ÇÃ¿Ø C@) 
ÁîÇð¿çð ÇÃ¿Ø ê¹¼åð ÁîðÜÆå ÇÃ¿Ø CA) Ã¹ÖÇò¿çð ÇÃ¿Ø ê¹¼åð 
ÁîðÜÆå ÇÃ¿Ø CB) îñÕÆå ÇÃ¿Ø ê¹¼åð é¼Ûåð ÇÃ¿Ø CC) 
ÕðîÜÆå ÕÏð êåéÆ éð¶Ã Õ¹îÅð CD) ÔðêÅñ ÇÃ¿Ø ê¹¼åð ×¹ðÚðé 
ÇÃ¿Ø CE) ×¹ðÇò¿çð ÇÃ¿Ø ê¹¼åð ×¹ðÚðé ÇÃ¿Ø CF) î¶Üð ÇÃ¿Ø 
ê¹¼åð ÕÅÕÅ ÇÃ¿Ø òÅÃÆÁÅé ÚåËÔðÅ CG) HDFC BANK, BRANCH 

SAMANA, CH) ÁËÃ.ìÆ.À.êÆ. ìzÅÚ Â¶.âÆ.ìÆ., ÃîÅäÅ CI) 
ÁËÃ.ìÆ.À.êÆ. ìz»Ú ÕîÅñê¹ð D@) Õ¶éðÅ ìËºÕ ìÌ»Ú ÃîÅäÅ DA) 
ÀðÆÁËºÁñ ìËºÕ ÁÅë ÕÅîðÃ, ÃîÅäÅ DB) HDFC BANK 

BRANCH Main Road.Near Petrol Pump, Samana

Á¾Ü ÇÂÔ ÇÂôÇåÔÅð î¶ð¶ çÃåÖå Áå¶ î¯Ôð éÅñ 
ÜÅðÆ ÕÆåÅ Ç×ÁÅ ÔË¢ 

é§ìð: GDI/ðÆâð-B ÇîåÆ: AH-AA-B@BD 
ÃÔÅÇÂÕ Õ¹ñËÕàð çðÜÅ êÇÔñÅ- 
Õî-éÅÇÂì åÇÔÃÆñçÅð ÃîÅäÅ¢
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Ibelieve that we are a sum
total of experiences. While
most are pleasant, a few

leave us red-faced at the very
best. It is for us to make the
choice to introspect and
evolve into a better person.
My wife and I gingerly
stepped out of the confines of
our home after the restric-
tions imposed during the dif-
ficult COVID times had been
relatively relaxed. 
We thought we had crossed
the hurdle. Our optimism was
misplaced. We observed
many vigilantes hanging out
on their balconies to catch the
hapless walkers at any time of
the day or night and call the
PCR. The police would nec-
essarily have to come since a
complaint had been raised
and then go back, irritated at
the complainant. We were still
terrified enough to wear a
mask. However, a few had to
be nudged. 
My wife would good-natured-
ly point at her mask as a
request to those not wearing
one. We encountered a young
lady walking with no mask,
not even one dangling around
her ears. The sensibilities of
my wife aroused, she stopped
the lady and requested her to
comply with the regulations.

My wife was rudely brushed
aside. The lady stopped us
during the next round, to let
us know that she was a doc-
tor who spent long hours in
the hospital with a mask on,
and her lungs needed fresh
air, uninterrupted by a mask. 
Unaware of a different set of
rules for medical profession-
als, I inquired from a few doc-
tor friends. They were
unequivocal in their judge-
ment, the lady in question is
an idiot.We have all been
guilty of an occasional faux
pas at some time or the other.
I attended a literature festival
at a university, a few days
before the lockdown, to speak
about my book. 
I made a point that commu-
nication amongst people
should never stop, even if it
means communicating on

social media, be it Facebook,
Instagram or Tinder. The
audience erupted in loud
laughter and I preened with
pride at my oratory skills. My
jubilation was short-lived. I
found out over the net during
the train back that Tinder was
a dating platform. I may
choose to call this a blunder,
but the simple fact is that it
was stupid of me to speak of
something about which I did
not know.
This foot-in-the-mouth syn-
drome is nothing new, partic-
ularly amongst a certain sec-
tion of society, who are sup-
posed to be beacons of the
good and should be uphold-
ing values. A minister in one
of the states defended the
decision of a medical college
to ask the female candidates
to declare their virginity in the

admission form because,
“Virgin, as per the dictionary,
means an unmarried and
pure girl. So, all these words
are not objectionable.”
A senior leader observed that
electricity must be provided
in all villages so that people
spend more time watching
television than procreating.
Another leader mentioned
that crimes against women
are happening in urban India
and not in the villages since
we are losing our culture in
the cities. The anecdotes nar-
rated above may appear dis-
jointed at a cursory glance.
The common thread I detect
is the misplaced value system
of authority: ‘My word is
supreme.’ 
Nothing gives one the right to
dispense half-baked wisdom,
not follow the rules, or make
discriminatory statements.
Our experiences should
evolve us. Brazilian educator
and philosopher, Paulo Freire,
has said aptly, “No one is born
fully-formed: it is through
self-experience in the world
that we become what we are.”

(The author is an electrical
engineer with the Indian

Railways and conducts class-
es in creative writing; views

are personal)

Prime Minister is in Rio de Janeiro to attend the G20 Summit, which is one of
the biggest platforms for the world leaders to make collective decisions for
the betterment of the world and address the issues confronting the humani-

ty. The 19th G20 Summit brings together world leaders to address some of the
most pressing global challenges. Hosted by Brazil, this year’s Summit builds on
India’s successful presidency, which left a lasting impact by inducting the African
Union as a permanent member and fostering consensus on divisive issues such
as the Ukraine conflict. The summit will feature prominent leaders, including Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, US President Joe Biden and Chinese President Xi
Jinping. In Brazil, Modi attends the summit as a member of the G20 Troika, along-
side Brazil and South Africa, reflecting India’s continued influence in shaping glob-
al discourse. The summit’s agenda is wide-ranging, reflecting the multifaceted chal-

lenges the world faces today. Economic recovery
remains a critical priority as nations grapple with
the lingering effects of the COVID-19 pandemic and
global geopolitical tensions. Issues such as infla-
tion, debt crises and financing for sustainable devel-
opment are likely to dominate discussions. 
Simultaneously, climate action will take centre stage,
with a focus on enhancing climate financing, accel-
erating the transition to renewable energy, and
achieving the commitments of the Paris Agreement.
The geopolitical landscape, particularly the ongo-
ing Ukraine conflict is another focal point. While the
issue remains divisive, leaders will seek to find com-

mon ground on mitigating its impacts on global food and energy security. The sum-
mit is also likely to explore the role of technology in bridging development gaps,
emphasising responsible use of artificial intelligence and fostering digital cooper-
ation. For India, the summit is an opportunity to reinforce its leadership on the glob-
al stage. As part of the G20 Troika, Modi brings India’s vision of “One Earth, One
Family, One Future” to the table, advocating for greater inclusivity and collabora-
tion. His interactions with leaders such as Joe Biden and Xi Jinping on sidelines
are expected to address key issues like trade, defence partnerships and technol-
ogy sharing, furthering India’s bilateral and multilateral engagements. India’s pres-
idency last year emphasised the importance of representing the Global South, a
theme that Brazil is expected to continue. This focus on equitable development res-
onates with nations across Africa, Asia and Latin America, underscoring the need
for a more balanced global governance system. For India and Prime Minister Modi,
it is a moment to showcase the nation’s growing influence and commitment to glob-
al solutions, setting the tone for the future of multilateral cooperation. This is one
of the big opportunity to bring about meaningful change, hope it is not wasted.

G20: Delhi to Rio 

and fighting against it tooth and nail.
Vinod Johri | Delhi

BLAME GAME 
Madam — Farmers’ issues continue to
haunt the Government and the fallout
from the UPA government’s time con-
tinues. Blame games are played just to
find an escape route for decades. Instead
of punishing farmers, the government
should find ways of empowering them
so that they can explore alternative ways
of destroying stubble. High pollution
levels affect the locals. Stubble burning
is environmentally hazardous, and it
should be prevented. 
The Supreme Court seems to think that
if stubble-burning is halted, the air qual-
ity in Delhi would improve dramatical-
ly. It has asked the neighbouring states
to take appropriate action to prevent it.
True, there are safer ways of disposing
of stubble, but they are costly. The farm-
ers do not have the financial capacity to
pluck out the stubble and bury it in the
fields where it will become part of the
soil. Yet, the sad fact is that the poor

farmers of Punjab, Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana, and Rajasthan are blamed for
the poor air quality in Delhi.

C K Subramaniam | Chennai

SANJU’S CENTURY STREAK 
Madam — Sanju Samson has etched his
name in the record books by becoming
the first player to score three T20I cen-
turies in a calendar year. This remark-
able achievement cements his status as
one of the most explosive batters in the
shortest format of the game. Samson’s
stellar run began with his maiden T20I
hundred against Bangladesh in
Hyderabad on October 12. He reached
the century mark in just 40 balls, the
second-fastest hundred by an Indian in
T20I cricket. His innings was a master-
class in power-hitting, as he smashed
111 off 47 balls, including 11 boundaries
and 8 sixes, dismantling the Bangladeshi
bowlers. 

Jayanthy S Manaiam | Mumbai

CLOUDS OF WAR
Madam —Apropos of the article ‘US-
Iran tensions: War clouds over West
Asia’ (November 16), the analysis of the
geopolitics, particularly in the West
Asian context, shows warmongering in
West Asia in a long-distant future.
Beyond doubt, US-Iran tensions are
extremely deep-rooted, and no solutions
are visible in the near future. The
advent of Donald Trump in his second
tenure may be seen as intolerant of any
terrorism-oriented politics of West
Asian countries where Iran, Pakistan,
Iraq, Afghanistan, Lebanon, Syria,
Palestine, etc., with hundreds of militia,
deep state forces, and terrorist organi-
sations, who have no obligations of fol-
lowing or adhering to any internation-
al, UNO, or multilateral treaties, con-
ventions, agreements, norms and reg-
ulations. Bangladesh is the new entrant
of the explosive block.
Such organisations have tacit financial,
army and logistic support from these
nations while their regular armies exe-
cute and control their plans, attacks,
hijacks and other disruptive, destabil-
ising and assassination activities. The
USA is not solely to blame for West
Asian problems and war-ridden Islamic
governments rattling guns and bombs
as their mainstream administration
and geopolitical politics. Obviously, all
these countries are devastated and
ruined by the compelling influx of ille-
gal immigration from these countries in
all European countries, the US, and also
India. While Hamas carried out the
most sinister attacks on Israel on Oct 7,
2023, the self-annihilation of Hamas and
its supportive Hezbollah was on the
cards.But the truth is that such organ-
isations supported by their sponsoring
governments will never be extinct.
These are the façades of the regular
armies. It may be seen in European
countries that unrest over illegal immi-
grants is growing. US-Iran enmity is
only one of the factors. The world is
smarting under the threats of terrorism
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It is yet another crucial opportunity for world leaders to
bridge divides and collaborate on creating a better future 

to Lebanon and Syria, where
terror networks have previous-
ly used locations like Sana,
Yemen, as bases for planting
explosives in international air-
ports. These incidents reveal
two critical trends: the increas-
ing potential for transnation-
al terrorism and the extension
of terror operations into glob-
al trade routes and economies.  
Modern terrorist networks
demonstrate an unsettling
capacity for precision in choos-
ing targets and timings.  
The persistence of global ter-
rorism is not new. Tragic
events, from the Oklahoma
City bombing that claimed
over 200 lives to the Tokyo
subway gas attack, which killed
12 and hospitalised thousands,
reveal its devastating history.
Other instances, such as the
long-running insurgency of
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam in Sri Lanka, have
inflicted severe casualties and
losses. Nations worldwide-be
it Russia, Spain, the UK, Italy,
Israel, or China-face the unre-
lenting specter of terrorist vio-
lence.  
Social inequities, global eco-
nomic disparities and histor-
ical grievances contribute to
the conditions that foster
extremism. The post-Cold
War global order, shaped by
power dynamics of major
nations, has exacerbated these
tensions. For instance, the
power network established by
the US and its allies in West
Asia has sparked resistance in

many regions, deepening con-
flicts and animosities.  
In an interconnected world,
socio-economic conditions in
one region influence those in
another, creating a fertile
ground for transnational griev-
ances. The rapid dissemination
of advanced weaponry and
transportation networks has
further facilitated the expan-
sion of terrorist activities.
Suicide squads and other mod-
ern militant tactics have left
security apparatuses reeling. It
is imperative to reject narra-
tives that romanticise terrorists
as freedom fighters and foster
cooperation between local
communities and law enforce-
ment to dismantle these net-
works.  
A diversified approach, inte-
grating technical expertise and
on-the-ground insights, is
essential. Specialised training
programmes for security per-
sonnel to anticipate and
respond to emerging threats
are crucial. Countering terror-
ism requires a multifaceted
approach, beginning with
detailed analysis of major inci-
dents to formulate actionable
strategies. Advanced commu-
nication networks must be
established to intercept terror-
ist communications effective-
ly, while enhanced intelligence
gathering, supported by
strengthened local sources, is
essential for generating action-
able insights. Investment in
cutting-edge technology for
maintaining secrecy and secu-

rity, along with training special-
ists in counter-terrorism tactics,
is vital to address evolving
threats. Dedicated think tanks
should be created to develop
innovative solutions, and com-
prehensive training programs
for police, intelligence, and
military personnel must be pri-
oritised. Proactive leadership
among security officials is cru-
cial for implementing strategic
plans, while swift judicial
reforms are needed to handle
terrorism cases more effective-
ly.
These measures must be
accompanied by the political
will to enforce them effective-
ly. Public awareness and grass-
roots support play pivotal roles
in countering terrorism.
Localised insights should
inform security measures to
ensure they are contextually
appropriate and effective.  
Ultimately, combating terror-
ism requires a coordinated
global effort. 
Nations must share intelli-
gence, align strategies, and
foster international coopera-
tion to address this pervasive
menace. Time is of the essence,
as modern terrorists continu-
ously adapt their tactics.
Without addressing the under-
lying socio-political and eco-
nomic factors that nurture ter-
rorism, efforts will only provide
superficial relief.  

(Author, a Bharat Gaurav
Award recipient, is a professor,
HOD, and expert on strategic

affairs; views are personal)

New tentacles of
international terrorism

The recent wave of ter-
rorist attacks in Jammu
and Kashmir, follow-
ing the formation of a
new state government,

has reignited concerns over
transnational terrorism. These
incidents, marked by escalating
violence in vulnerable areas, high-
light a disturbing evolution in mil-
itant strategies. This resurgence is
rooted in multiple factors, each
revealing the complexities of the
situation.  
Firstly, the attacks aim to signal
that despite the abrogation of
Article 370 and the central gov-
ernment’s efforts to stabilise the
region, Jammu and Kashmir
remain unstable. Secondly,
Jammu’s expansive forested ter-
rains have become a haven for
militants, offering natural cover
for guerrilla warfare and hinder-
ing security forces. Thirdly, the
improved law and order in
Kashmir has shifted insurgent
focus to Jammu, where vulnera-
bilities are being exploited.
Fourthly, while terrorist activities
were temporarily subdued, the
resurgence of militancy under-
scores the persistence of deep-
rooted threats. 
Lastly, despite the successful
Assembly elections and the for-
mation of Omar Abdullah’s gov-
ernment, the region continues to
grapple with relentless attacks.  
The situation in Jammu and
Kashmir resonates with broader
developments in the West Asia.
Recent events, such as the target-
ing of an Israeli ship by Iran-
backed Houthi groups in the
Red Sea and subsequent retalia-
tory strikes by Israel, the UK and
the US on Houthi positions in
Yemen, have heightened region-
al tensions. The involvement of
Hamas and Hezbollah in support-
ing the Houthis underscores a
dangerous convergence of terror-
ist alliances. The killing of promi-
nent figures like IRGC General
Sayyed Razi Mousavi and Hamas
Deputy Leader Saleh-al-Arouri
has added to the volatility, while
Houthi leader Abdul-Malik al-
Houthi’s aggressive strategies have
intensified attacks.  
Adding to these concerns are the
January 3, 2024, twin blasts in
Karman, southern Iran, which left
over 85 dead and hundreds
injured. This violence has spread

Chaos in Imphal

THE PERSISTENCE OF
GLOBAL TERRORISM
IS NOT NEW. TRAGIC

EVENTS, FROM THE
OKLAHOMA CITY

BOMBING THAT
CLAIMED OVER 200

LIVES TO THE TOKYO
SUBWAY GAS

ATTACK, WHICH
KILLED 12 AND
HOSPITALISED

THOUSANDS,
REVEAL ITS

DEVASTATING
HISTORY

Turning missteps and
misjudgments into growth

Manipur’s Imphal Valley relapsed
into chaos after unconfirmed
reports that the bodies of all six

persons, believed to be women and chil-
dren missing since November 11, had
been recovered from a river along the
State’s boundary with Assam. As protest-
ers took to the streets, setting vehicles
ablaze and attacking the residences of sev-
eral MLAs in the State capital, Imphal, the

government suspended Internet and
mobile data services in seven affected dis-
tricts of the valley, which is dominated
by the non-tribal Meiteis and the sur-
rounding hills, where the tribal Kuki-Zos
are in a majority. A curfew was clamped
in the three valley districts of Imphal East,
Imphal West and Bishnupur. 
Among the houses of the MLAs target-
ed was that of Rajkumar Imo Singh, the
son-in-law of Chief Minister
Nongthombam Biren Singh, whose per-
sonal residence on the outskirts of
Imphal was also reportedly attacked by
a mob on Saturday night. Large groups
of people went about asking MLAs to quit
if the government was unable to ensure
peace and punish killers of women and
children. 

Dorai Ramani Suresh  | Ghaziabad

SUDHIR HINDWAN

SANJAY CHANDRA

Our capacity for introspection determines the kind of individuals we
become. Our personal blunders and societal faux pas can shape us

Proactive leadership is crucial for implementing strategic plans, while swift
judicial reforms are needed to handle terrorism cases more effectively
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FINANCE COMES
IN MANY SHAPES
AND COLOURS. A
COMMON FACTOR

IN ALL FINANCE
IS THAT IT IS

PUTTING A
MONETARY VALUE
TO ONE’S EFFORT

AND IT IS
COMPENSATION
FOR WHAT ONE

DOES TO KEEP A
SYSTEM GOING

The beauty industry is continuously evolving, with brands adapting
to trends, demographics and consumer behaviour. A notable trend
is the rising interest in skincare and beauty among younger audi-

ences, including children and pre-teens, popularly referred to as ‘Sephora
Kids’. While Sephora does not have a specific kids line, the term reflects
a cultural shift as children become active participants in the beauty and
skincare market. 
The idea of ‘Sephora Kids’ is tied to the increasing exposure of children
to social media, beauty tutorials and influencers. Platforms like TikTok
and YouTube have normalised beauty routines for younger audiences,
making skincare and makeup accessible and aspirational. Pre-teens, often
labelled as "Generation Alpha," are drawn to the beauty industry as a
way of self-expression and social connection.
Parents too play a role in this trend, with some encouraging early skin-
care habits to prevent future issues like acne. Additionally, brands tar-
geting this demographic such as Bubble and Florence by Mills, offer gen-
tle, age-appropriate skincare, further validating the interest of young con-
sumers? Beauty brands have now recognised the buying power of younger
audiences and their families. 
Marketing campaigns often focus on inclusivity, fun packaging and social
media visibility to attract children and pre-teens. For instance, kid influ-
encers and beauty creators promote skincare routines and products, dri-

ving trends among their peers while brands like Bubble and BTWN empha-
sise safe, dermatologist-approved products for younger skin. Moreover,
platforms like TikTok and Instagram amplify the trend by showcasing
beauty routines and promoting luxury brands. This has contributed to
an increase in spending among tweens and teens on beauty products,
with estimates showing annual expenditures ranging from $119 to $140
per child for skincare and makeup. 
Not only this, but many parents also express concerns about the safe-
ty of children using advanced skincare products with potent ingredients
like retinol and acids, which may not be suitable for young skin.
Dermatologists report an increase in skin issues, such as irritations and
allergic reactions, linked to these products. Parents too worry about the
psychological impact, such as the pressure to conform to unrealistic
beauty standards and premature exposure to consumer culture?. 
They note that participating in beauty routines can boost their children's
confidence and serve as a creative outlet. However, the same comes
with the risk of adopting harmful skincare habits, overspending and feel-
ing pressured by societal beauty ideals? The rise of Sephora Kids rais-
es ethical questions about how much influence the beauty industry should
exert over children. On one hand, critics argue that marketing beauty
products to young audiences exploits their impressionability and per-
petuates consumerism while on the other hand, advocates believe that
when managed responsibly, it can foster creativity and self-care. Brands
and regulators must emphasise transparency, safety and age-appropri-
ate messaging. 
Parents, too at times must guide their children in understanding the impor-
tance of moderation and self-acceptance.There is no denying that the
concept of ‘Sephora Kids’ symbolises a cultural and generational shift
in the beauty industry. While it opens doors to creativity and self-expres-
sion for younger audiences, it also demands careful navigation of eth-
ical and developmental implications. By promoting safe practices and
fostering positive self-images, the beauty industry, parents and society
can ensure that this trend benefits rather than exploits young consumers. 

(The write is an educator; views expressed are personal)

FIRSTCOLUMN
SEPHORA KIDS

SYNDROME

The impact of global
warming and pollu-
tion is transforming

urban life, turning once
vibrant towns into places
that are becoming less and
less livable. 
Across the globe, urban
landscapes, particularly in
India, are evolving into con-
crete jungles, where the
struggle for survival fre-
quently resembles an ardu-
ous challenge. Once viewed
as a shining example of cul-
ture and a centre for eco-
nomic pursuits, Delhi and
Mumbai now display AQI
scores that seem almost stag-
gering. 
Heavy with contaminants,
the noxious air has trans-
formed into an environmen-
tal concern, leaving inhab-
itants struggling to breathe 

while suffering from respira-
tory conditions. Have these
cities become uninhabit-
able? In Delhi, pollution
levels frequently fall into
the "severe" category, with
AQI readings often exceed-
ing 400. 
The outcomes are dire: chil-
dren attending school only
part-time; elderly individu-
als confined indoors; and
hospitals inundated with

cases of asthma, bronchitis
and various other respirato-
ry ailments. In Mumbai, the
oppressive humidity intensi-
fies the situation, transform-
ing the already polluted air
into a dangerous mix for its
20-million-strong populace.
Economic growth challenges
the conventional use of var-
ious facilities and personal
vehicles: although develop-
ment fosters prosperity, it
comes with signif icant
expenses. Alongside facto-
ries and vehicles, construc-
tion sites contribute to the
GDP; however, they also
transform cities into perilous
environments. 
The alarming rise in disease
cases compels us to confront
a difficult reality: does the
cost of progress come at the
expense of the health and

wellbeing of the populace?
Now, comes cloud seeding,
a game changer in this cat-
astrophic scenario. The prac-
tice of introducing particles
like silver iodide or salt into
the atmosphere to encourage
rainfall can be celebrated for
its potential to cleanse the air
and replenish water
resources through cloud
seeding. 
Thus, it could indeed be the
virtue that aids in easing the
challenges faced by cities:
pollution and water scarcity. 
Countries such as China
and the United Arab
Emirates have been explor-
ing this technology, while
India has intermittently
implemented it  during
severe droughts.
Nonetheless, its use as a
means to reduce pollution

remains largely uncharted. Is
cloud seeding the answer to
the escalating air quality
crisis in India?
Some argue that cloud seed-
ing is not an extraordinary
solution. It comes with a
hefty price tag, and the long-
term effects on the environ-

ment remain uncertain.
What truly matters is that
addressing pollution at its
source—minimising indus-
trial emissions, promoting
sustainable urban growth,
and shifting to clean ener-
gy—continues to be the pri-
mary goal. As cities like

Delhi struggle and suffocate
under the weight of toxic air,
these short-term measures,
like cloud seeding, may pro-
vide a fleeting but vital relief.
The entire conversation
regarding urban develop-
ment requires a complete
transformation. 
Advancement must not
jeopardise the wellbeing of
the local population. It is
essential for those in posi-
tions of authority to cham-
pion sustainable practices
and enforce rigorous pollu-
tion controls to achieve a
harmonious relationship
between advancement and
environmental stewardship.
The stakes have never been
higher. 
The choice before us is stark:
continue on a path that suf-
focates our cities or embrace

innovation and sustainabil-
ity to breathe life back into
urban spaces. The future of
millions depends on the
decisions we make today.
Conclusion:
The intersection of urbani-
sation, global warming, and
pollution demands urgent
action. Short-term fixes like
cloud seeding can offer
relief, but true progress
requires systemic change—
curbing emissions, adopting
clean energy, and prioritis-
ing sustainable urban
growth. The future of our
cities and the well-being of
millions depend on decisive,
forward-thinking measures
taken today.

(The writer is a motivator
and a freelance writer;

views expressed 
are personal)

Cloud seeding, urbanisation, global warming: Where is the world headed?

By promoting safe practices, the parents and society can

ensure that this trend benefits rather than exploits

SHAINY SHARMA

VINAYSHIL GAUTAM

By integrating practical lessons on earning, saving and managing money,
education can better prepare students for real-world challenges

Redesigning education
for real-world skills

sometimes simply and frequent-
ly through trial and error. Thus,
it is that finance is not only tricky,
but it leads to comprehend and
yet it remains one of the corner-
stones of anyone’s life. Taking the
conversation further, it needs to
be realised that finance has some
basic constituents like earning,
saving, investing, converting into
tangible assets and more. Each
area has over time become a spe-
cialised field of learning and
indeed happiness or otherwise of
one’s existence.
There are forces in finance in the
higher classes of the school where
certain basic concepts are
explained and certain essential
foundational ideas on finance are
shared. What is needed is giving
it a practical orientation and
teaching people through field-
work, the value of finance and its
central role in human life. 
Most classrooms have not grad-
uated to that stage of thinking, or
in that way of thinking which
means very simply that most
people pass through the comple-
tion of their schooling without
getting the correlation between
the essentials of finance and the
foundation of living. 
A situation becomes more com-
plex when one graduate from the
college or university level and
then unless one is doing a specif-
ic course in finance, one may
never learn anything beyond
what one has learned in school
about finance. 
This is a loss because, as enumer-
ated above, what is taught in
school about finance does not go
very far in the practice of finance.
What everyone needs to know is
the correlation between one's

worth in handling skills and
information and how this is com-
pensated in financial terms by the
environment. 
This by itself is a tricky proposi-
tion and, as suggested earlier,
needs fieldwork. Then there are
final areas of finance that cannot
be learned unless exposed to the
practical world and that is not a
matter that can be brought into
the classroom. Also, in a normal
education system, there are again
gaps where this learning goes by
default and people are left to pay
for themselves through trial and
error. 
This causes not only immense
problems but complications of
one variety or another. One can
be shortchanged or one may not
know that services cannot, in
many cases, be provided without
some type of compensation and
that compensation very often
has to be in terms of money. It
will be a worthwhile approach to
explain to people the relationship
between money, finance and
effort. 
Such a perspective will help make
the curriculum of not only the
schools but also the colleges
worthwhile and more practical in
one’s own life. As matters stand,
if one specialises in physics,
chemistry, history, psychology,
geography, or whatever else, one
hardly realises that beyond the
so-called specialisation, there is
a general education one needs. 
This general education can be in
behaviour concerning others,
management of self, understand-
ing income, understanding
expenditure, understanding sav-
ings, and so on. 
Putting it simply, there is a need

to also focus on the range of
learning before one crosses into
adulthood and becomes a finan-
cially viable entity. As indicated
earlier, much of this is happening
through trial and error, embrac-
ing a method; that works in cer-
tain cases but not in others.
There is a clear need to reduce the
treasury for adjustment to actu-
al life through formal inputs
before one graduates into adult-
hood and is thrown into the open
sea – as it were to take care of
oneself.
The time has come to establish a
philosophy of education, self-for-
mation, and teaching that can
stand on its feet and be related to
the requirements of life.
The time is right for some fun-
damental thinking on such mat-
ters, and the sooner it's done, the
better. Similarly, similar reflec-
tions are needed in making him
a person through his childhood,
teenage, and other phases of his
life about the nature and content
of what is technology. 
This is so because technology
touches every aspect of our lives,
from not just the glasses that one
may have to wear to correct
one's sight but to everything else
that has become such an essen-
tial part of one's livelihood and
existence.Including and under-
standing the basic nature of tech-
nology in the curriculum of
schools and colleges also needs
attention. However, that may be
a subject matter that needs to be
treated separately and indepen-
dently.

(The writer is a well-known
management consultant of inter-

national repute. The views
expressed are personal.)

It is a truism to state that the
world is becoming an increasing-
ly complex proposition to deal
with and the methods of coping
with it need to be structured and

understood. This alone will avoid
increasing grief and bewilderment on
the way matters are working in the
world one is surrounded by. An illus-
tration from the area of finance may
illustrate the situation. It is an obvious
matter to point out that everyone
needs finance to survive and finance
has to be obtained if not earned from
somewhere. This business of under-
standing finance or earning requires
the ability to understand what finance
is and how it can be earned.
Finance comes in many shapes and
colours. A common factor in all
finance is that it is putting a monetary
value to one’s effort and it is compen-
sation for what one does to keep a sys-
tem going. Finance sets the equation
between effort and its compensation
and finance in turn becomes a tool for
both purchasing and obtaining the
needs of life beyond purchase. To do
so, one needs to understand currency,
its equivalence and how currency is
measured in effort.
It is one of the enigmas of our prevail-
ing school and college system that these
matters are rarely explained through a
curriculum or, for that matter, in a for-
mal situation. Much is learned about
finance through observation and the
domestic environment in which one
has grown, that is converted into
transactions in operational life and
early enough in one’s life one learns that
one needs to have capabilities to earn
money and therefore deal with finance.
Each system has its methods of equiv-
alence between efforts and compensa-
tion and the forces that determine it are
very often referred to as market forces.
This by itself is an art that life teaches

RACHNA LAKHPATI

Amid the climate challenges plaguing urban life, innovative approaches like cloud seeding offer promising solutions for a better future
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Biden authorises Ukraine to use US
missiles for strikes inside Russia
AP n MANAUS (BRAZIL)

President Joe Biden has
authorised Ukraine to use
US-supplied missiles to

strike deeper inside Russia,
easing limitations on the longer
range weapons as Russia
deploys thousands of North
Korean troops to reinforce its
war, according to a US official
and three other people famil-
iar with the matter. 
The decision allowing Kyiv to
use the Army Tactical Missile
System, or ATACMs, for
attacks farther inside Russia
comes as President Vladimir
Putin positions North Korean
troops along Ukraine’s north-
ern border to try to reclaim
hundreds of miles of territory
seized by Ukrainian forces.
Biden’s move also follows the
presidential election victory of
Donald Trump, who has said
he would bring about a swift
end to the war and raised
uncertainty about whether his
administration would contin-
ue the United States’ vital mil-
itary support for Ukraine.
The official and the others
knowledgeable about the mat-
ter were not authorized to dis-
cuss the US decision publicly
and spoke on condition of
anonymity. 
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy’s reac-
tion Sunday was notably
restrained.
“Strikes are not made with
words,” he said during his

nightly video address. “Such
things are not announced. The
missiles will speak for them-
selves.”
Zelenskyy and many of his
Western supporters have been
pressing Biden for months to
allow Ukraine to strike military
targets deeper inside Russia
with Western-supplied mis-
siles, saying the US ban had
made it impossible for Ukraine
to try to stop Russian attacks on
its cities and electrical grids. 
Zelenskyy’s statement came
shortly after he posted a mes-
sage of condolence on
Telegram following a Russian
attack on a nine-story building
that killed at least eight people
in the northern city of Sumy, 40
kilometers (24 miles) from the
border with Russia. 
Russia also launched a massive
drone and missile attack,
described by officials as the
largest in recent months, target-
ing energy infrastructure and
killing civilians. The attack
came as fears are mounting
about Moscow’s intentions to
devastate Ukraine’s power gen-
eration capacity before the
winter. 
“And this is the answer to
everyone who tried to achieve
something with Putin through
talks, phone calls, hugs and
appeasement,” Zelenskyy said. 
The comment appeared to be
a dig at German Chancellor
Olaf Scholz, who spoke Friday
with Putin in the first such call
with a sitting head of a major

Western power in nearly two
years.
Some supporters have argued
that the limitation and other
U.S. constraints could cost
Ukraine the war. The debate
has become a source of dis-
agreement among Ukraine’s
NATO allies.
Biden had remained opposed,
determined to hold the line
against any escalation that he
felt could draw the US and
other NATO members into
direct conflict with nuclear-
armed Russia.
Putin has warned that Moscow
could provide long-range
weapons to others to strike
Western targets if NATO allies
allow Ukraine to use their
arms to attack Russian territo-
ry.
News of Biden’s decision fol-
lowed meetings over the last
two days with the leaders of
South Korea, Japan and China.
The addition of North Korean
troops was central to the talks,
which took place on the side-
lines of the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation sum-
mit in Peru.
Biden did not mention the
decision during a speech at a
stop in the Amazon rainforest
in Brazil on his way to the
Group of 20 summit.
Asked about the decision, UN
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres told reporters that the
UN position is “to avoid a per-
manent deterioration of the
war in Ukraine.”

“We want peace, we want fair
peace,” Guterres said Sunday
before the summit in Rio de
Janeiro. He didn’t elaborate. 
The longer-range missiles are
likely to be used in response to
North Korea’s decision to sup-
port Putin’s invasion of
Ukraine, according to one of
the people familiar with the
development. 
The overall supply of ATACMS
missiles is short, so US officials
in the past have questioned
whether they could give
Ukraine enough to make a dif-
ference. Some supporters of
Ukraine say that even a few
strikes deeper inside Russia
would force its military to
change deployments and
expend more of its resources.
North Korea has provided
thousands of troops to Russia
to help Moscow try to claw
back land in the Kursk border
region that Ukraine seized this
year. The introduction of North
Korean troops to the conflict
comes as Moscow has seen a
favorable shift in momentum.
Trump has signaled that he
could push Ukraine to agree to
give up some land seized by
Russia to find an end to the
conflict.
As many as 12,000 North
Korean troops have been sent
to Russia, according to US,
South Korean and Ukrainian
assessments. US and South
Korean intelligence officials
say North Korea also has pro-
vided Russia with significant

amounts of munitions to
replenish its dwindling
weapons stockpiles.
Trump, who takes office in
January, spoke for months as a
candidate about wanting
Russia’s war in Ukraine to be
over, but he mostly ducked
questions about whether he
wanted U.S. ally Ukraine to
win. 
He also repeatedly slammed
the Biden administration for
giving Kyiv tens of billions of
dollars in aid. His victory has
Ukraine’s international backers
worrying that any rushed set-
tlement would mostly benefit
Putin.
America is Ukraine’s most
valuable ally in the war, provid-
ing more than $56.2 billion in
security assistance since
Russian forces invaded in
February 2022.
Worried about Russia’s
response, however, the Biden
administration repeatedly has
delayed providing some specif-
ic advanced weapons sought by
Ukraine, agreeing only under
pressure from Kyiv, its support-
ers and in consultation with
allies.
That includes initially refusing
Zelenskyy’s pleas for advanced
tanks, Patriot air defense sys-
tems and F-16 fighter jets,
among other systems.
The White House agreed in
May to allow Ukraine to use
US-provided weaponry for lim-
ited strikes just across the bor-
der with Russia.

Russia chides US over nod to hit
its soil with long-range weapons
AP n MANAUS (BRAZIL)

President Joe Biden’s decision
to let Ukraine strike targets

inside Russia with US-sup-
plied long-range missiles was
met with ominous warnings
from Moscow, a hint of men-
ace from Kyiv and nods of
approval from some Western
allies.
Biden’s shift in policy added an
uncertain and potentially cru-
cial new factor to the war on
the eve of its 1,000-day mile-
stone. News of Biden’s change
came on the day a Russian bal-
listic missile with cluster muni-
tions struck a residential area
of Sumy, a city in northern
Ukraine, killing 11 people,
including two children, and
injuring 84 others.
On Monday, another Russian
missile attack started fires in
two apartment blocks in Odesa,
in southern Ukraine. At least
eight people were killed and
many more were injured,
Ukrainian lawmaker Oleksii
Honcharenko said in a video he
posted on Telegram from the
site of the attack.
Washington is easing limits
on what Ukraine can strike
with US-made weaponry, US
officials told The Associated
Press on Sunday, after months
of ruling out such a move over
fears of escalating the conflict
and bringing about a direct
confrontation between Russia
and NATO.
The scope of the new firing
guidelines isn’t clear. But the

change came after the US,
South Korea and NATO said
recently that North Korean
troops are in Russia and appar-
ently are being deployed to help
the Russian army drive
Ukrainian troops out of Russia’s
Kursk border region.
Russia is also slowly pushing
Ukraine’s outnumbered army
backward in the eastern
Donetsk region. It has also con-
ducted a devastating and dead-
ly aerial campaign against civil-
ian areas in Ukraine.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov on Monday referred
journalists to a statement made
by Russian President Vladimir
Putin in September, in which
he said allowing Ukraine to tar-
get Russia would significantly
raise the stakes in the conflict.
It would change “the very
nature of the conflict dramat-
ically,” Putin said at the time.
“This will mean that NATO
countries - the United States
and European countries - are at
war with Russia.”
Peskov claimed that Western
countries supplying long-range
weapons also provide targeting
services to Kyiv. “This funda-
mentally changes the modali-
ty of their involvement in the
conflict,” Peskov said.
Last June, Putin warned that
Russia could provide long-
range weapons to others to
strike Western targets in
response to NATO allies allow-
ing Ukraine to use their arms
to attack Russian territory. He
also reaffirmed Moscow’s

readiness to use nuclear
weapons if it sees a threat to its
sovereignty.
President-elect Donald Trump,
who takes office in about two
months’ time, has raised uncer-
tainty about whether his
administration would contin-
ue the United States’ vital mil-
itary support for Ukraine. He
has also vowed to quickly end
the war.
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy gave a
muted response to the
approval that he and his gov-
ernment have been request-
ing of Biden for more than a
year. “Today, much is being
said in the media about us
receiving permission for the
relevant actions,” Zelenskyy
said in his nightly video
address Sunday.
“But strikes are not made
with words. Such things are
not announced. The missiles
will speak for themselves,” he
said. The foreign minister of
NATO member Lithuania,
Gabrielius Landsbergis, said
he’s not “opening the cham-
pagne” yet as it remains
unclear exactly what restric-
tions have been lifted and
whether Ukraine has enough
of the US weapons to make a
difference.
Margus Tsahkna, the foreign
minister of Estonia which is
another Baltic country that
fears a military threat from
Russia, said easing restric-
tions on Ukraine was “a good
thing.”

PTI n OTTAWA

Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau has admit-

ted that his government made
“mistakes” in its immigration
policy which led to “bad actors”
like “fake colleges” and big
corporations exploiting the
system for their vested interests.
Trudeau’s statement on Sunday
came amidst his Liberal Party’s
denting popularity ahead of the
2025 general election in
Canada. The prime minister is
facing intense public criticism
due to his policies leading to
housing shortage, inflation,
and deteriorating health and
transport systems in the coun-
try. The opposition
Conservative Party has also
been accusing his government
of mismanagement and failure
to prioritise Canadian citizens’

needs. In a video message post-
ed on his YouTube channel,
Trudeau said, “In the last two
years, our population has
grown really fast, like a baby
boom...Increasingly bad actors
like fake colleges and big chain
corporations have been exploit-
ing our immigration system for
their own interests.”
To combat this, “we are reduc-
ing the number of immigrants
who are coming to Canada for
the next three years,” he said.
“We made some mistakes and
that’s why we are taking this big
turn,” he said, justifying his
government’s action.
Outlining the government’s
latest immigration strategy,
Immigration Minister Marc
Miller said last month that
Canada will admit approxi-
mately 3,95,000 permanent res-

idents in 2025, marking a drop
of nearly 20 per cent from the
4,85,000 expected this year.
The plan also sets a target for
temporary immigrants, includ-
ing international students and
foreign workers. Their num-
bers are expected to drop to
about 4,46,000 in 2025 and
2026, down from roughly
8,00,000 this year.
By 2027, Canada will accept
just 17,400 new non-perma-
nent residents, the new policy
suggested.
Canada also ended the popu-
lar fast track study visa pro-
gramme, SDS, a major policy
decision that is likely to impact
scores of international stu-
dents, including from India.
According to the Indian High
Commission here, India is the
largest source country of for-

eign students with an estimat-
ed 4,27,000 Indian students
studying in Canada.
Trudeau said for years,
Canada’s immigration system
only focussed on Permanent
Immigration where people
come with family to settle in
Canada and the government
decides the number of perma-
nent residents that it wants to
admit each year. However, in
doing so, it missed “the other
pathway — the temporary
immigration”, which involves
international students, tempo-
rary workers and so on.
“After the (coronavirus) pan-
demic, our economy came
roaring back quickly. We want-
ed more workers fast. We were
in the midst of a huge labour
shortage. Temporary foreign
workers became such a signif-

icant part of our workforce...So,
we brought in more workers,”
he said. And it was the right
choice and it worked, Trudeau
emphasised.
“Our economy grew.
Restaurants and stores
reopened, businesses kept run-
ning, but most importantly, in
spite of lots of economists’
predictions, we avoided the
worst-case scenario — a reces-
sion,” he said.
However, the prime minister
said, some saw that as an
opportunity to profit, to game
the system.
“We have seen way too many
large corporations doing this.
Far too many colleges and uni-
versities used international stu-
dents to raise their bottom
line, because they could charge
these students tens of thou-

sands of dollars more for the
same degree.
“And then there are really bad
actors who outright exploit
people who target vulnerable
immigrants with promises of
jobs, diplomas and easy path-
ways to citizenship promises
that would never come true,” he
said. “Looking back when the
post pandemic boom cooled
and the businesses no longer
needed the additional work-
force, as a federal team, we
could have acted quicker and
turned off the taps faster,”
Trudeau admitted.
Canada’s new immigration plan
is “straightforward — lower the
number of immigrants — both
permanent and temporary,” he
said, adding that the govern-
ment is prioritising perma-
nent residents with the skills it

needs like healthcare and con-
struction workers.
Trudeau said the cut on the cap
on immigrants coming to
Canada was necessary to
address its housing crisis and
cost-of-living issues.
“The goal is to help stabilise
population growth while hous-
ing stocks catch up, and then to
consider gradually increasing
immigration rates once again,”
he said, adding that this pause
is going to “give our economy
and our communities the
chance to catch up with things
like our plan to build more
homes”.
“Some temporary residents
may turn to our asylum system
when their visa expires...Those
claims will be analysed and
processed, and if their claim
fails, they’ll be sent home,”

Trudeau said.
India-Canada ties remain
deeply troubled over the North
American country’s alleged
support to Khalistani sepa-
ratists and its accusation of
India’s involvement in the
killing of Hardeep Singh Nijjar,
a Canadian citizen who has
been designated a terrorist by
India.
India rejected Trudeau’s
charges as “absurd” and
expelled six Canadian diplo-
mats. India also withdrew its
High Commissioner in Canada
Sanjay Kumar Verma after dis-
missing Ottawa’s allegations.
India has been maintaining
that the main issue between the
two countries is that of Canada
giving space to pro-Khalistan
elements operating from
Canadian soil with impunity.

Canadian PM admits his govt made ‘mistakes’ in immigration policy

Lebanese policemen stand in front of destroyed shops that were hit Sunday evening in an Israeli airstrike in central Beirut, Lebanon on Monday. AP/PTI

Trial to begin in human smuggling case after
deaths of Indian family at Canada-US border
AP n FERGUS FALLS (US)

Acriminal network
stretching from India to
Canada made money

smuggling families seeking bet-
ter lives in the United States,
including a man who died
holding his 3-year-old son in
gusting snow and bone-chilling
temperatures two years ago,
federal prosecutors plan to
argue at a trial starting Monday
in Minnesota. 
Prosecutors have accused
Indian national Harshkumar
Ramanlal Patel, 29, of running
the scheme and Steve Shand,
50, of Florida of waiting in a
truck for 11 migrants, includ-
ing the couple and two children
who died after they tried to
walk across the border to the
US. Prosecutors say Patel

recruited Shand at a casino
near their homes in Deltona,
Florida, just north of Orlando.
Jagdish Patel, 39, died along
with his wife, Vaishaliben, who
was in her mid-30s, and with
their 11-year-old daughter,
Vihangi and their 3-year-old
son Dharmik. Patel is a com-
mon Indian surname and the
victims were not related to
Harshkumar Patel, who has
pleaded not guilty, as has
Shand. 
The family, from the village of
Dingucha in Gujarat state, is
believed to have spent hours
wandering fields in blizzard
conditions as the wind chill
reached minus 36 Fahrenheit
(minus 38 Celsius). Canadian
authorities found the Patels’
frozen bodies on the morning
of Jan. 19, 2022. Jagdish Patel

was holding Dharmik, who
was wrapped in a blanket.
Federal prosecutors say Patel
and Shand were part of an
operation that scouted clients
in India, got them Canadian
student visas, arranged trans-
portation and smuggled them
into the US, mostly through
Washington state or
Minnesota. 
The US Border Patrol arrested
more than 14,000 Indians on
the Canadian border in the
year ending Sept. 30. By 2022,
the Pew Research Center esti-
mates there were more than
725,000 Indians living illegal-
ly in the US, behind only
Mexicans and El Salvadorans.
Harshkumar Patel’s attorney,
Thomas Leinenweber, told The
Associated Press that his client
came to America to escape

poverty and build a better life
for himself and now “stands
unjustly accused of participat-
ing in this horrible crime. He
has faith in the justice system
of his adopted country and
believes that the truth will
come out at the trial.” Attorneys
for Shand did not return mes-
sages.  Court documents filed
by prosecutors show Patel was
in the US illegally after being
refused a US visa at least five
times.  Over a five-week peri-
od, court documents say, Patel
and Shand often communicat-
ed about the bitter cold as they
smuggled five groups of
Indians over a quiet stretch of
border. One night in December
2021, Shand messaged Patel
that it was “cold as hell” while
waiting to pick up one group,
the documents say.

Children, parents among 8 killed in
Israeli strikes in Gaza, officials say
AP n JERUSALEM

Israeli strikes in the Gaza
Strip killed eight people,

including two children aged 7
and 9 and their parents,
Palestinian officials said
Monday.
A third child, 10 years old, was
wounded in an overnight strike
on a tent where displaced peo-
ple were sheltering in the
southern city of Khan Younis,
according to the Civil Defence,
first responders who operate
under the Hamas-run govern-
ment. An Associated Press
reporter saw the children’s bod-
ies at nearby Nasser Hospital.
A separate strike early Monday
killed four people, including a
woman and a child, in the
built-up Nuseirat refugee camp,
according to nearby Al-Aqsa

Martyrs Hospital.
The Israeli military blames
civilian deaths on Hamas,
accusing militants of hiding
among civilians and fighting
from residential areas. It rarely
comments on individual
strikes, which often kill women
and children.
The war began when Hamas
stormed into Israel on Oct 7,
2023, killing some 1,200 peo-
ple, mostly civilians, and
abducting around 250. Some
100 hostages are still inside
Gaza, a third of whom are
believed to be dead.
Israel’s retaliatory offensive has
killed over 43,800 Palestinians,
according to local health
authorities. They do not distin-
guish between militants and
civilians but say most of those
killed are women and children.

The fighting has left some 76
people dead in Israel, including
31 soldiers.
Meanwhile, a government
minister close to Hezbollah
says Lebanon will convey its
“positive position” on a
United States-backed cease-
fire proposal this week.
The Biden administration is
trying to halt the war between
Israel and the militant group
after months of sputtering
cease-fire efforts.
Lebanon’s Parliament Speaker
Nabih Berri, a Hezbollah ally
who is mediating for the mili-
tants, is expected to meet with
US envoy Amos Hochstein in
the Lebanese capital on
Tuesday.
Labour Minister Mostafa
Bayram, who met with Berri on
Monday, said Hezbollah’s func-

tion “is to make sure the
(Israeli) aggression fails to
achieve its goals, while negoti-
ation is for the state and the
government”.
A Western diplomat familiar
with the talks told The
Associated Press there is a
sense of “cautious optimism”.
“Diplomatic efforts are con-
verging towards a cease-fire,
but it’s still in the hands and
heads of key players to decide
if it’s in their interest or not to
stop things right now,” said the
diplomat, who was not autho-
rised to brief media and so
spoke on condition of
anonymity.
The efforts are aimed at
reestablishing a UN buffer
zone in southern Lebanon
established after the 2006
Israel-Hezbollah war. 

N Korean leader calls for expanding
N-forces in face of alleged US threats
AP n SEOUL

North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un renewed his call

for a “limitless” expansion of
his military nuclear program to
counter US-led threats in com-
ments reported Monday that
were his first direct criticism
toward Washington since
Donald Trump’s win in the US
presidential election. 

At a conference with army
officials on Friday, Kim con-
demned the United States for
updating its nuclear deterrence
strategies with South Korea
and solidifying three-way mil-
itary cooperation involving
Japan, which he portrayed as an
“Asian NATO” that was escalat-
ing tensions and instability in
the region.

Kim also criticized the

United States over its support
of Ukraine against a prolonged
Russian invasion. He insisted
that Washington and its
Western allies were using
Ukraine as their “shock troops”
to wage a war against Moscow
and expand the scope of US
military influence, the North’s
official Korean Central News
Agency said. 

Kim has prioritized his
country’s ties to Russia in
recent months, embracing the
idea of a “new Cold War” and
displaying a united front in
Russian President Vladimir
Putin’s broader conflicts with
the West. 

He has used Russia’s war on
Ukraine as a distraction to
accelerate the development of
his nuclear-armed military,
which now has various nuclear-

capable systems targeting South
Korea and intercontinental bal-
listic missiles that can potential-
ly reach the US mainland.

Kim has yet to directly
acknowledge that he has been
providing military equipment
and troops to Russia to support
its war against Ukraine and the
KCNA’s report didn’t mention
whether Kim made any com-
ments toward Trump, whose
election win has yet to be
reported in the North’s state
media. 

Kim met Trump three
times in 2018 and 2019 in
Trump’s first presidency, but
their diplomacy quickly col-
lapsed over disagreements in
exchanging the release of US-
led sanctions and North
Korean steps to wind down its
nuclear and missile program.

North Korea has since sus-
pended any meaningful talks
with Washington and Seoul as
Kim ramped up his testing
activity and military demon-
strations in the face of what he
portrayed as “gangster-like US
threats.” There’s concern in
Seoul that Kim in exchange for
his military support of Russia
would receive Russian technol-
ogy in return to further devel-
op his arsenal.

Trump’s election win has
touched off speculation about
a resumption of a summit-dri-
ven diplomacy with Kim,
which was described by critics
as a “bromance.” But some
experts say a quick return to
2018 is highly unlikely, as too
much has changed about the
regional security situation and
broader geopolitics since then.
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Aspecial tribunal in
Bangladesh on Monday

told investigators they have
one month to complete their
work on ousted former Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina and her
close aides who face charges of
crimes against humanity after
hundreds of people were killed
in a mass uprising this summer.
Golam Mortuza Majumdar,
the head judge of the three-
member International Crimes
Tribunal, set Dec 17 for inves-
tigators to finish their work, as
the tribunal heard updates
Monday from police about
what the country’s security
agencies have done to arrest
Hasina and her close aides.
The decision came after pros-
ecutors sought more time for
the investigation.
Hasina has been living in exile
in India since Aug 5 when she
fled the country amid the stu-
dent-led protests. The Dhaka-
based International Crimes
Tribunal on Oct. 17 issued
arrest warrants for Hasina and
45 others including former

Cabinet ministers, advisors
and military and civil officials.
The country is now being run
by an interim government
headed by Nobel Peace laure-
ate Muhammad Yunus.
At least 13 people, including a

former law minister and a
businessman who was Hasina’s
private-sector advisor, appeared
before the tribunal on Monday,
said BM Sultan Mahmud, a
prosecutor at the tribunal. 
One former Cabinet minister

was not brought to the tribunal
as he was in custody for police
interrogation in a separate case.
Another six people will appear
on Wednesday, tribunal offi-
cials said. At least 20 suspects
have been arrested in the case.
The tribunal will also seek
updates from police on their
progress in arresting the other
suspects, including Hasina.
The chief prosecutor of the tri-
bunal has already sought help
from Interpol through the
country’s police chief to arrest
Hasina. On Sunday, Yunus
said in an address to the
nation that his administration
would seek Hasina’s extradi-
tion from India.
Authorities say hundreds of
people were killed during the
uprising in July and August
mainly by security agents seek-
ing to quell the initial protests
over government jobs. The
violence intensified as the
protests morphed into an anti-
government movement with
more bloodshed, ending
Hasina’s 15-year rule. Hasina
had also earlier sought an
investigation into the killings.

��������	
�	�
������	���������
��������	���������������	�����������
���������������
�����	��������������
�������������	
����������!� "#

$%��#
��������	�	������������	������	
����
�����������������������������	����
������
���� ����	�

The United States and the
Philippines signed an

agreement on Monday to
secure the exchange of highly
confidential military intelli-
gence and technology in key
weapons the US would provide
to Manila.
Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin
and his Philippine counter-
part, Gilberto Teodoro, signed
the legally binding General
Security of Military
Information Agreement in
Manila at a time when the
longtime treaty allies have
boosted their defense and mil-
itary engagements, including
large-scale joint combat drills,
largely in response to China’s
increasingly aggressive actions
in Asia.
The outgoing Biden adminis-
tration has taken steps to
strengthen an arc of military
alliances across the Indo-Pacific
region to better counter China,
including in any future con-
frontation over Taiwan or in
the disputed South China Sea,
which Beijing has claimed

almost in its entirety.
That has dovetailed with
Philippine President Ferdinand
Marcos Jr’s thrust to strength-
en his country’s external
defenses given an alarming
escalation of territorial con-
frontations between Chinese
and Filipinos forces in the
South China Sea.
The Department of National
Defense in Manila said the
agreement aims to ensure the
security of classified military
information that would be
exchanged between the U.S.
and the Philippines.
It will “allow the Philippines
access to higher capabilities and
big-ticket items from the
United States,” the Philippine
defense department said.
Neither side provided more
details or released a copy of the
agreement.
Two Philippine security offi-
cials, however, have told The
Associated Press that such an
agreement, similar to ones
Washington has signed with
other allied countries, would
allow the U.S. to provide the
Philippines with higher-level

intelligence and more sophis-
ticated weapons, including mis-
sile systems.
It would also provide the
Philippine military access to US
satellite and drone surveillance
systems with an assurance that
such intelligence and details
about sophisticated weapons
would be kept highly secure to
prevent possible leaks, the two
Philippine officials said on
condition of anonymity
because they were not autho-
rized to discuss the sensitive
issue publicly.
Philippine efforts to obtain
sophisticated weapons from
the US military in the past have
been hampered by a lack of
such an intelligence deal,
including when Filipino forces
were scrambling to fight a
2017 siege by Filipino and for-
eign militants aligned with the
Islamic State group in southern
Marawi city. Philippine forces,
backed by US and Australian
spy planes, quelled the uprising
after five months.
Austin and Teodoro also
attended a groundbreaking cer-
emony for a center where the

US and Philippine militaries
would coordinate future joint
operations, including the
exchange of information.
Austin said the center “will be
a place where our forces can
work side-by-side to respond to
regional challenges.”
Austin renewed the US com-
mitment to the Philippines as
an ally and told Teodoro that
“we are more than allies. We are
family.”
The coordinating center,
Teodoro said, would provide
“a unified picture of the
shared areas of responsibili-
ty and common approaches
to threats against both our
securities.”
“I’m sure it will benefit future
generations of both our peoples
to come because although we
may change people, the values
don’t change,” Teodoro said.
The Philippine defense chief
reiterated the crucial need for
the US security presence in the
region, citing Marcos’s repeat-
ed statements that such a pres-
ence “is essential for maintain-
ing peace and stability in this
region.” 

Sir Lanka President opts for
smaller Cabinet with fresh faces
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Sri Lankan President Anura
Kumara Dissanayaka on

Monday appointed a 21-mem-
ber Cabinet in the new NPP
government, keeping with his
pre-election promise to stream-
line the governance system
and ease the burden on taxpay-
ers.
The National People’s Power
(NPP) has been advocating a
smaller government to reduce
costs for the public. Since the
NPP won the presidential elec-
tion in September, the govern-
ment functioned with just 3
ministers, including the
President.
As per the island nation’s
Constitution, there is a provi-
sion for appointing a 30-mem-
ber Cabinet.
Dissanayaka retained the

finance and defence portfolios,
while appointing 12 new par-
liament members to key posi-
tions and entrusting eight vet-
eran members, who have
served since 2000, with signif-
icant responsibilities.
Among the fresh faces in the
Cabinet are five academic pro-
fessors.
Prime Minister Harini
Amarasuriya who holds the
education portfolio and Saroja
Savithri Paulraj who has the
women’s and child affairs port-
folio are the two women mem-
bers in the Cabinet. Paulraj, a
minority Tamil from the
Sinhala majority south, was
involved in the party’s long
struggle.
A significant feature of the
swearing-in ceremony was the
fisheries minister Ramalingam
Chandrasekaran, who took his

oath in Tamil, highlighting the
representation of the minority
community in the new govern-
ment.
The new parliament will con-
vene on Thursday.
The NPP led by Dissanayake
swept the parliamentary elec-
tions held on Thursday by
winning a two-thirds majority.
It also dominated the Jaffna
electoral district - the heartland
of the nation’s Tamil minority.
The NPP won a near 62 per
cent of the vote 2/3rd majori-
ty of 159 seats in the 225-mem-
ber assembly, a feat which has
no parallels since 1989.
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RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das on Monday asked

bank boards to strengthen
internal governance
framework to curb unethical
practices, such as mis-selling
of products or opening of
accounts without proper KYC
verification.
Das also said that the
incentives for bank staff
should be carefully structured
so as not to encourage them to
indulge in unethical practices.
“While such practices may
yield short-term gains,     they
ultimately expose the bank to
significant long-term risks,
including reputational
damage, supervisory scrutiny

and financial penalties,” he
said in a keynote address at
the Conference of Directors of

Private Sector Banks here.
Das further said that the
Indian banking sector is

transitioning through a time
which is replete with
opportunities as well as risks
and challenges.
“The banking sector remains
strong and stable. 
All the financial indicators
have improved since we met
in May last year,         reflecting
the efforts of the various
participants of the banking
sector, including their
management and boards,” he
said.
To keep the resilience of the
banking system intact, the
governor emphasised that
strong fundamentals ought to
be leveraged to reinforce and
fortify the defences. “Good
times,          after all, are the
best times to reinforce

resilience and grow
sustainably,” he added.
Das also said that in the
rapidly evolving and
t e c h n o l o g y - d r i v e n
environment, organisations
face significant challenges and
risks.
Factors like technological
advancements,          the rise of
new-age fintech entities,
third-party dependencies and
climate change are reshaping
the economic landscape, he
added.
Amid these shifting tides,
bank boards should serve as a
lighthouse for lenders and
provide steady guidance to
help navigate these challenges
and steer towards safe and
prosperous shores, he said.
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The Supreme Court on
Monday sought a

response from the Ministry
of Finance on a PIL
highlighting critical
vacancies in 11 Debt
Recovery Tribunals (DRTs)
across India.
The DRTs are set up under
the Recovery of Dues to
Banks and Financial
Institutions Act of 1993 to
enable banks and financial
institutions recover bad
debts from borrowers.
“Eleven DRTs remain
unmanned which is creating
issues. In view of the grant
of additional charges and
also the complications,
notice be served including
‘dasti’, counter affidavits
(reply) be filed in five weeks
and the rejoinder to be filed
within three weeks after the
response,” said a bench
comprising Chief Justice
Sanjiv Khanna and Justice
Sanjay Kumar.
The PIL, filed by Ghaziabad
resident Nischay
Chaudhary, was argued by
senior advocate K B Sounder
Rajan along with lawyer
Sudarshan Rajan. 
According to the PIL, as of
September 30, 2024, 11
DRTs are without presiding
officers, severely impacting
their ability to resolve cases
efficiently.
The PIL raised concerns that
nearly one-third of the 39
DRTs in the country are
currently non-functional
due to the absence of
presiding officers,
undermining their core
objective of expediting debt
recovery for banks and
financial institutions.
The petitioner argues that

this inaction frustrates the
purpose of the 1993 law,
which was enacted to ensure
timely adjudication and
recovery of debts.
The plea said various DRTs
at Jaipur, Chennai, Mumbai,
Aurabgabad, Ahmedabad,
Coimbatore, Ranchi,
Bengaluru and Lucknow
have vacancies.
The PIL also emphasises
that speedy justice is a
fundamental right under
Articles 14 and 21 of the
Constitution, as recognised
by the Supreme Court in the
case of District Bar
Association Dehradun vs
Ishwar Shandilya in 2020.
The PIL sought a direction
to the Ministry of Finance to
produce records relating to
the selection and
appointment of presiding
officers in DRTs to evaluate
the government’s
seriousness in addressing
these vacancies.
It also sought a direction to
the Centre to mandate the
timely filling up of existing
vacancies and establish
mechanisms to prevent
delays in future
appointments.
As interim measures, it
sought a direction that the
powers of non-functional
DRTs are vested in other
tribunals to prevent

disruption of services.
“Issue any further orders to
safeguard the efficient
functioning of DRTs in the
interest of justice,” the PIL
said.
“For instance, the Presiding
Officer, DRT Patna has been
given additional charge of
the Ranchi DRT
(22.07.2024) and Lucknow
DRT (17.09.2024).  
The charge of DRT Jaipur
has now been with DRT
Delhi for almost a year.
“This stopgap arrangement
is no respite; rather causes
practical difficulties to the
concerned lawyers
practising in the particular
DRTs and further
decelerates the disposal of
the other DRT as we ,” the
plea said.
In view of the additional
charge given to such DRTs,
only urgent matters are
taken up and normal
matters are not considered,
it said.
“The pendency is on the
increase in such DRTs. 
The irony is that a specific
time schedule ranging from
60 to 180 days has been
stipulated in the Act whereas
the DRTs remain non-
functional due to non-
appointment of Presiding
Officers beyond the above
time range,” the PIL said.
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The rupee recovered from
its all-time low level and

settled with a gain of 6 paise at
84.40 (provisional) against the
US dollar on Monday, backed
by a retreating American
currency.
Forex traders said, the
recovery in the local unit was
capped by the unabated
withdrawal of foreign funds
amid lacklustre sentiment in
the domestic equity markets as
well as an upward movement
in crude oil prices. At the
interbank foreign exchange,
the rupee opened at 84.42 and
touched the intra-day high of
84.37 against the greenback
during the session. It finally
settled at 84.40 (provisional)
against the dollar, up 6 paise
from its previous close.
On Thursday, the rupee fell 7
paise to settle at its all-time
low of 84.46 against the US
dollar. The Forex market was
closed on Friday on account of
Guru Nanak Jayanti.
“This minor support for the
rupee was further aided by a
reduction in FII selling activity
in recent days, with
expectations that sell-off
pressure will remain limited

due to the upcoming state
elections in Maharashtra.
“The rupee is expected to find
support in the 84.45-84.52
range, while resistance is
projected around 84.25-84.30,”
said Jateen Trivedi, VP
Research Analyst -
Commodity and Currency,
LKP Securities.
Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of six
currencies, was trading lower
by 0.06 per cent at 106.55.

Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, rose by 0.79 per
cent to USD 71.60 per barrel in
futures trade.
In the domestic equity market,
the 30-share BSE Sensex
declined 241.30 points, or 0.31
per cent, to close at 77,339.01
points, while Nifty fell 78.90
points, or 0.34 per cent, to
settle at 23,453.80 points.
Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) were net sellers in the
capital markets on Thursday,
as they offloaded shares worth
Rs 1,849.87 crore, according to
exchange data. On the
domestic macroeconomic
front, India’s merchandise
exports in October rose by an
impressive 17.25 per cent year-
on-year, highest in over two
years, to USD 39.2 billion,
while the trade deficit widened
to USD 27.14 billion on a
sequential basis, according to
the latest government data
released on Thursday.
Meanwhile, the country’s forex
reserves dropped by USD
6.477 billion to USD 675.653
billion for the week ended
November 8, the Reserve Bank
of India said on Friday. 
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Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Monday

said SBI will open another
500 branches to take its
overall network to 23,000 by
the end of FY25.
Speaking at an event to mark
the 100th anniversary of the
state-owned lender’s main
branch in Mumbai,
Sitharaman recalled that the
size of the bank has increased
substantially since 1921 when
three presidency banks
merged to form the Imperial
Bank of India (IBI). 
The government passed an
Act of Parliament to form SBI
in 1955 out of what used to be

IBI, and what was a network
of 250 branches in 1921 has
grown to 22,500 now, she
said. “SBI today has grown to
become 22,500 branches, and
I understand that another 500
branches are going to be
opened in FY25. 
So, 23,00 branches,”
Sitharaman said.
The finance minister said this
growth of SBI should be a
“global record”, particularly in
the context of India being
repeatedly “taunted” for
income disparities. 
She said SBI commands a 22.4
per cent share in the overall
deposits in the country, nearly
one-fifth in advance and
serves over 50 crore

customers.
Sitharaman said the digital
investments are “robust” at
the bank, and it can handle up
to 20 crore UPI transactions a
day. 
This is a long way from the
objective of the merger of
three presidency banks in
1921, Sitharaman said,
pointing out that one of the
stated aims of the century-old
consolidation move was to
extend banking services to
people. 
The Mumbai main branch is
housed in a heritage building
inaugurated in 1924 and
currently handles nearly a
fourth of all the deposits in
the country.
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Gold and silver prices
rebounded on Monday

in the national capital
mainly on the back of
ongoing wedding season
buying by jewellers and
retailers as well as strong
global trend, according to
the All India Sarafa
Association.
Snapping a four-day losing
streak, gold of 99.9 per cent
purity rose by Rs 400 to Rs
77,450 per 10 grams in the
local markets. 
The precious metal had
closed at Rs 77,050 per 10
grams on Thursday.
Silver also climbed Rs 1,810
to reclaim the Rs 92,000 per
kg-mark against the
previous close of Rs 90,190
per kg on Thursday.
Price of gold of 99.5 per cent

purity jumped Rs 400 to Rs
77,050 per 10 grams. 
The yellow metal had settled
at Rs 76,650 per 10 grams.
Traders said besides
wedding season demand
from jewellers and retailers,
a strong global trend for

gold influenced the precious
metal prices.
On Friday, the local bullion
markets were closed on
account of Guru Nanak
Jayanti.
In futures trade on the
MCX, gold contracts for

December delivery jumped
Rs 621 or 0.84 per cent to
trade at Rs 74,567 per 10
grams. 
During the day, the precious
metal had climbed Rs 732 or
0.99 per cent to Rs 74,678
per 10 grams on the
exchange.
“Gold traded strongly
positive due to heightened
geopolitical tensions
between Russia and
Ukraine. 
This geopolitical risk
bolstered gold prices as
investors turned to safe-
haven assets,”  Jateen
Trivedi, VP Research
Analyst - Commodity and
Currency, LKP Securities,
said.
Silver contracts for
December delivery also
bounced by Rs 879 or 0.99
per cent to Rs 89,300 per kg

on the Multi Commodity
Exchange (MCX).
In the Asian trading hours,
Comex gold futures rose
USD 25.20 per ounce or 0.98
per cent to USD 2,595.30 per
ounce.
“Geopolitical developments
over the weekend fuelled
some haven flows, allowing
the precious metal to start
trading on a positive note,”
Saumil Gandhi, Senior
Analyst - Commodities,
HDFC Securities, said.
Meanwhile, retail demand in
India is likely to improve
due to the ongoing wedding
season, Gandhi said.
According to Rahul
Kalantri, VP Commodities,
Mehta Equities Ltd, last
week, gold and silver prices
extended their decline,
reaching two-month lows in
international markets.

This sharp drop was
primarily driven by the
strong performance of
Bitcoin and the US dollar
following Donald Trump’s
victory in the US
presidential election,
reducing the safe-haven
appeal of precious metals,
Kalantri said.
Silver traded 1.23 per cent
higher at USD 30.81 per
ounce in the international
markets.
“Focus this week will be on
the preliminary
Manufacturing and Services
PMI data from major
economies along with Fed
officials comments,” Manav
Modi, analyst, Commodity
Research, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services Ltd, said.
The commentary from the
officials will chart a path for
the policy interest rates.

��]�]�^�������^��4����������5?�������������� __-?`?�
����
����� 
�����
�X�

Bajaj Finance Ltd (BFL), part
of Bajaj Finserv Ltd, has

reported a growth of 21 per
cent in its Fixed Deposit (FD)
book to Rs 66,131 crore as on
September 30, 2024, a senior
company official has said.
The company’s total customer
franchise stood at 92.09
million as of September 30,
2024 and net users on its App
platform stood at 61.67
million.
“The Bajaj Group’s century-
old legacy of trust resonates
across generations of Indian

families. 
Bajaj Finserv is founded on the
business philosophy of the
Bajaj Group, which has
encouraged people across

demographics to choose its
FDs,” Sachin Sikka, Executive
Vice President Deposits,
Investments, Rewards and
EMI Cards, Bajaj Finance,

said.
Senior citizens can avail FD
rates of up to 8.85 per cent and
non-senior citizens can take
benefit of rates of up to 8.65
per cent, by booking digitally
in the 42 months tenure, Sikka
said.
Bajaj Finance has seen
deposits growing in Punjab
and Haryana, where senior
citizens constitute nearly two-
thirds of its deposits base. 
The company’s FDs also
highlight equal participation
by male and female investors,
Sikka added.
“This multi-generational trust

is driving us to continuously
transform savers’ experience
through digital journeys,
competitive interest rates and
a safe investing platform,”
Sikka said.
Bajaj Finance has emerged as
India’s largest deposit-taking
NBFC. 
It presents an opportunity for
savers to secure stable and
better returns in prevailing
market conditions.
Bajaj Finance Ltd maintains
the highest domestic credit
rating of AAA/Stable from
CRISIL and ICRA for its Fixed
Deposit program.
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Benchmark stock indices
Sensex and Nifty

continued their decline on
Monday owing to unabated
foreign fund outflows,
selling in IT stocks and
weak leads from the US
markets.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
dropped by 241.30 points or
0.31 per cent to settle at
77,339.01 and  registering
its fourth day of decline. 
During the day, it fell 615.25
points or 0.79 per cent to
76,965.06.
Falling for the seventh day
in a row, the NSE Nifty
dipped 78.90 points or 0.34
per cent to 23,453.80.
From the 30-share Sensex
pack, the Tata Consultancy

Services, Infosys, NTPC,
HCL Technologies, Axis
Bank, Tech Mahindra, Bajaj
Finserv, Sun Pharma,
IndusInd Bank and Reliance
Industries were the major
laggards.
Tata Steel, Hindustan
Unilever, Mahindra &
Mahindra,      Nestle and
State Bank of India were
among the gainers.
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) offloaded
equities worth Rs 1,849.87
crore on Thursday,
according to exchange data.
Foreign investors have
pulled out Rs 22,420 crore
from the Indian equity
markets so far this month,
owing to high domestic
stock valuations, increasing
allocations to China, and

the rising US dollar as well
as Treasury yields.
With this sell-off, Foreign
Portfolio Investors (FPIs)
have recorded a total
outflow of Rs 15,827 crore
in 2024 so far.
Equity markets were closed
on Friday for Guru Nanak
Jayanti.
“Consolidation continued in
the market, a slowdown in
earnings growth and a weak
rupee due to inflation
impacted the sentiment. 
IT stocks reacted negatively
today due to a reduced
expectation of a Fed rate cut
in December,   which may
pose a delay in spending in
the BFSI segment,” Vinod
Nair,  Head of Research,
Geojit Financial Services,
said.
In Asian markets, Seoul and
Hong Kong settled higher
while Tokyo and Shanghai
ended lower.
European markets were
trading in the negative
territory. 
The US markets ended
lower on Friday.
Global oil benchmark Brent
crude climbed 0.49 per cent
to USD 71.39 a barrel.
The BSE benchmark Sensex
dropped 110.64 points or
0.14 per cent to settle at
77,580.31 on Thursday. 
The Nifty declined by 26.35
points or 0.11 per cent to
23,532.70. 
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Emerging India Focus
Funds on Monday settled

a case concerning the
alleged violations of Foreign
Portfolio Investor (FPI)
rules with markets regulator
Sebi on payment of Rs 64.35
lakh towards settlement
charges.
This came after the applicant
filed an application with
Sebi proposing to settle the
proceedings initiated against
it, “without admitting or
denying the findings of facts
and conclusions of law”
through a settlement order.
The Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi)
initiated adjudication
proceedings against the
applicant and issued a

showcause notice in
February for the alleged
violations of FPI Regulations
and Intermediaries
Regulations.
Pending adjudication
proceedings, Emerging
India Focus Funds filed an
application with Sebi and
shelled out Rs 64.35 lakh on
November 13 to settle the

alleged violations.
“In view of the acceptance of
the settlement terms and the
receipt of settlement amount
by Sebi, the instant
adjudication proceedings
initiated against applicant
vide SCN (showcause
notice) dated February 29,
2024, is disposed of,” Sebi
said in its order.
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RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das urges banks to
strengthen governance to curb unethical practices
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Aconfident and unbeaten India
will back their strategy of
attack and defense at

appropriate times when they take on
Japan in the semifinal of the
women’s Asian Champions Trophy
hockey tournament here Tuesday. 
Hosts and defending champions
India will undoubtedly enter the
semifinal as clear favourites against a
side which they trounced 3-0 in
their final league game. 
World number nine India have
registered five wins from as many
games, including 3-0 victory over
Olympic silver medallist and world
number six China. 
India’s chief coach Harendra Singh
also emphasised on the need to
continue in the same vein in the
tournament. 
“We know what are their strengths
and weaknesses. For us, this
tournament is about working on our
strengths and build a formidable
style of play for Indian women’s
hockey team. It’s a mixture of
attacking and defensive,” Harendra
said. 
“So far the girls have executed really
well. I am satisfied with their
decision making but semifinal will
be a different ball game.”
The Indians must guard against
complacency, as a single mistake
could shatter their dreams of
retaining the crown.
The top four sides qualified for the
semifinals of the six-team
continental tournament. In the other

semifinal China will be up against
Malaysia.
The Indians might have defeated
Japan hands down in the league
stage, but Harendra is in no mood to
take their opponents lightly in the
knock-out match. 
“Of course we are expecting a tough
fight from Japan because the
training game and pool matches are
different. It’s a semifinal and every
team prepares according to their

plans. 
“We are going to face some
resistance from Japan for sure. They
have a good side but we have to do
our homework. We need to focus on
how we want to play rather than
focussing on the opponent,” he said. 
After a cagey start, India quickly
found their rhythm, elevating their
performance dramatically and
excelling in every aspect of the
game.

One of the most encouraging
aspects of India’s success here has
been the stellar performance of their
backline, led brilliantly by Udita,
Sushila Chanu, and Vaishnavi
Vitthal Phalke.
The Indian defense has been so solid
that goalkeepers Savita Punia and
Bichu Devi Karibam have hardly
been tested in the tournament thus
far.
In the first part of the tournament,

the Indians were guilty of rushing
the play and failing to identify the
right options inside the opposition
circle, a shortcoming acknowledged
by Harendra.
But it seems the hosts have gotten
over that bad habit in the last few
matches. Not only have they
managed to play full press hockey,
but they’ve also displayed improved
decision-making inside the circle,
resulting in some fine field goals.
Penalty corner conversion was also
an area of concern but over the last
few games, the likes of Deepika and
Manisha Chauhan have risen to the
occasion on that front.
India have got a fine striker and a
fierce dragflicker in young Deepika.
Her exploits in the tournament can
be gauged from the fact that she is
leading the goal scorers chart with
10 strike which includes four field
goals, five penalty corner
conversions and one from the spot.
Other Indian forwards like Sharmila
Devi, Sangita Kumari Preeti Dubey
and Lalaremsiami have also
contributed immensely in the home
team’s campaign so far.
Skipper Salima Tete has been the
centre point of the Indian midfield
in the company of Neha Goyal, vice-
captain Navneet Kaur and Beauty
Dung Dung.
The only concern going into the
business end of the tournament for
chief coach Harendra would be the
lack of action of his goalkeepers
Savita and Bichu as they hardly were
seen in action, given the
performance of the defenders. 
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Sleepless nights. Constant
thoughts of what went

wrong — and how it could
have been prevented.
Jannik Sinner opened up
about his ongoing doping
case after beating U.S. Open
runner-up Taylor Fritz 6-4, 6-
4 on Sunday for the ATP
Finals trophy before his home
fans.
Sinner tested positive in two
separate drug tests in March
and a decision to clear him of
wrongdoing was appealed by
the World Anti-Doping
Agency in September. A final
ruling is expected from the
Court of Arbitration for
Sport early next year.
Sinner’s explanation was that
the banned performance-
enhancer entered his system
unintentionally through a
massage from his
physiotherapist, who had
used a spray containing the
steroid to treat his own cut
finger. 
“I’ve kept on thinking about
where we went wrong and
what we could have done

better,” Sinner said in Italian.
“I had days where I wasn’t
feeling great; nights when I
didn’t sleep well.
“But when I put my hat on, I
don’t think about what’s
going on beyond the court,”
Sinner added. “I’m fortunate
to have people around me
who keep me stable. Thanks
to them we’ve continued to
work hard every day like
there’s no tomorrow and
we’ve even improved in this
period.”
SINNER’S PERFORMANCE
HAS APPROACHED
DOMINATION LATELY
Sinner’s victory in Turin was
the latest big achievement in
a year full of them following
his first two Grand Slam titles
at the Australian Open and
U.S. Open and clinching the
year-end No. 1 ranking.
Sinner has won 26 of his last
27 matches and ends the ATP
season with eight titles and an
overall record of 70-6.
“The work will never stop.
We know we still have room
for improvement,” Sinner
said. “But it’s been an
incredible season and there’s

no better place to finish the
season than here.”
SINNER ALSO BEAT FRITZ
IN THE US OPEN FINAL
AND THE GROUP STAGE
Sinner maintained his recent
mastery over Fritz, having
also beaten the American in
the U.S. Open final in
September and in the group
stage this week at the elite
event for the year’s top eight
players.
By sweeping all five of his
matches en route to the
trophy, Sinner earned $4.8
million — the largest winner’s
prize on the men’s tour.
Sinner became the first
Italian to win the finals and
he went one step further than
last year, when he lost the
championship match to
Novak Djokovic, who
withdrew this time. And he
did so without dropping a set
– which was last
accomplished by Ivan Lendl
in 1986.
“I just tried to understand
whatever works best for each
opponent,” Sinner said. “It
was a very high-level
tournament from my side. At

times, I couldn’t play better.”
THE CROWD WAS
DECKED OUT IN ORANGE
— SINNER’S THEME
COLOR
The crowd inside Inalpi
Arena included multiple
clusters of fans wearing
orange — a tribute to Sinner’s
red- and orange-colored hair,

and how he once ate carrots
during a match. There were
orange carrot costumes,
orange wigs, orange hats,
jackets and plenty of other
orange items, too.
Some fans even had carrots in
their mouths. 
The crowd broke into its
customary chant of “Ole, Ole,

Ole; Sin-ner, Sin-ner” when
Sinner produced a drop-shot
winner to break for a 4-3 lead
in the first set.
Sinner faced a break point
while serving for the first set
but saved it with a big serve
out wide that Fritz couldn’t
return. Then he served an ace
— his 10th of the set — to

close it out.
Another break by Sinner
early in the second and the
match was virtually over.
SINNER LED 14-8 IN ACES
AND GAVE FRITZ
HARDLY ANY CHANCES
Sinner served better than he
had all week, leading 14-8 in
aces without any double-
faults. 
“He served absolutely lights
out. So many lines,” Fritz said.
“He placed the serve great.
He took a lot of risk on the
second serve as well. 
I think that was probably one
of his main game plans, to not
let me attack his second
serve.”
FRITZ WILL STILL RISE TO
A CAREER-HIGH NO. 4
Fritz was attempting to
become the event’s first
American champion since
Pete Sampras beat Andre
Agassi in the title match 25
years ago.
Still, Fritz will rise to a career-
high No. 4 in the rankings on
Monday after beating No. 2
Alexander Zverev in a third-
set tiebreaker in the
semifinals on Saturday. That

will make him the highest-
ranked American man since
Andy Roddick was No. 4 in
August 2007.
It’s the latest in a series of
achievements for Fritz, whose
run in New York made him
the first American man to
reach a Grand Slam singles
final since Roddick lost to
Roger Federer at Wimbledon
in 2009.
“I feel like I’ve gone up a level
and I’m much more confident
in my game,” Fritz said. 
At the start of the week, Fritz
told The Associated Press
that his “career has always
been a very steady
progression and just
improving a little bit each
year.”
DAVIS CUP AND NADAL’S
RETIREMENT ARE NEXT
Both Sinner and Fritz will
conclude their seasons
representing defending
champion Italy and the
United States, respectively, in
the Davis Cup finals, which
start Tuesday in Malaga,
Spain, and which will also
mark Rafael Nadal’s
retirement.
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Nelly Korda was back to
competition for the first

time in nearly two months
and didn’t miss a beat. She
ran off five straight birdies
on the back nine to stage
another comeback, closing
with a 3-under 67 to win
The Annika for her seventh
LPGA Tour title this year.
Korda had a rough start and
said she didn’t have many
happy thoughts when she
made the turn at 2 over for
the day, two shots behind
Charley Hull. Starting with a
birdie on No. 11, she made
five in a row on her way to a
three-shot victory.
The only big surprise was
seeing her younger brother,
Sebastian, who has been
charting his own career in
tennis that kept him from
seeing his sister win until
Sunday at Pelican Golf Club.
Korda, who earlier this year
tied an LPGA record with
five straight victories,
became the first player to
win seven times in a season
since Yani Tseng in 2011. No
other American had won
seven times in a season since
Beth Daniel in 1990.
Korda now has won four
times this year when trailing
going into the final round.
Hull, going for a wire-to-
wire win, simply couldn’t
keep up with Korda’s birdie
blitz. Coming off her first

win worldwide two weeks
ago in Saudi Arabia, Hull
closed with a 1-over 71 and
tied for second with LPGA
rookie Jin Hee Im (68) and
Weiwei Zhang (70).
Zhang moved up 24 spots to
No. 82 in the Race to CME
Globe to keep her card for
next year. The top 60
advance to the CME Group
Tour Championship next
week in Naples, where the
winner gets $4 million.
Carlota Ciganda moved up
three places to secure the
final spot.
Korda last played Sept. 22 in
Ohio. She was planning to
play twice during the Asian
swing until a minor neck
injury kept her at home. She
was eager to get back in time
to play Pelican, where she
had won two of the previous
three years.
“After taking some time off
with an injury, it feels great
to be back out here,” Korda
said. “Nothing like being in
the hunt, the adrenaline
feeling on the back nine, and
being in contention. I love it
so much.”
The victory puts her over $4
million for the year, and she
can nearly match that with a
win next week at Tiburon
Golf Club. The ranking does
not matter for the season
finale — all 60 players have
the same shot at one of the
biggest prizes in women’s
sports.
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Britain kept alive its hopes of winning the
Billie Jean King Cup for the first time by

defeating defending champion Canada in the
quarterfinals in Malaga.
Katie Boulter clinched the 2-0 victory with a 6-
2, 6-4 win over Leylah Fernandez after Emma
Raducanu defeated Rebecca Marino 6-0, 7-5
in the first singles match of the tie. 
“I think we have got a great team. We’ve always
got a great chance,” Boulter said. “I think every
single day anything can happen. We’re just
going to keep believing, keep trusting it, and
just keep enjoying it. I think that’s really
important. It’s worked so well for us so far.” 
Four-time finalist Britain is yet to win the title,
though it’s the second time in three years that
it has made it to the last four. Canada clinched
its first title last year.
“You know what? We can’t win them all, and I
think credit to Team Great Britain, because I

think both girls played complete matches
today,” Canada captain Heidi El Tabakh said.
Britain next faces Slovakia in the semifinals.
“It’s fantastic. It really is a brilliant
achievement for the team,” Britain captain
Anne Keothavong said. “But like I said on
court, you know, the job is far from over.”
SLOVAKIA KEEPS MOMENTUM
Slovakia followed up its win over the United
States with a 2-0 victory against Australia to
reach the last four.
Rebecca Sramkova cruised to a 6-1, 6-2 win
over Ajla Tomljanovic to clinch Slovakia the
victory after Viktoria Hruncakova rallied to
defeat Kimberly Birrell 7-5, 6-7 (4), 6-3 for her
sixth straight BJK Cup win counting singles
and doubles. 
Slovakia had beaten the U.S. — the
competition’s most successful nation — in the
first round of the finals in Malaga. 
Iga Swiatek’s Poland, seeking its first title, will
face Italy in the other semifinal.
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India’s premier men’s doubles
pair of Satwiksairaj

Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty
will make a highly-anticipated
return to action at the China
Masters Super 750 badminton
tournament, starting here on
Tuesday, following a
disappointing Paris Olympics
campaign. 
The former world number
one duo had been sidelined
from competitive action post
the Paris Olympics due to
Satwik’s shoulder injury.
Their absence from the circuit
led them to miss several high-
profile tournaments,
including the Arctic Open,
Denmark Open, and China
Open.
Fresh off a lengthy recovery,
Satwik and his Asian Games
gold medal-winning partner
Chirag will aim to regain their
momentum, despite having

been without a coach since
Mathias Boe’s departure in
August.
Satwik and Chirag, who
finished runner-up in the last
editions, will start their
campaign against Chinese
Taipei’s Yang Po-Hsuan and
Lee Jhe-Huei in the opening
round.
Elsewhere, P V Sindhu and
Lakshya Sen will look to
overcome their recent

struggles and aim for
improved performances as
they continue their quest for
consistency and form.
Both the players, who took a
long break after their
campaign at the Paris Games
ended in early August without
a medal, have struggled to
regain their best form since
the Olympics.
Since his semifinal loss in
Paris, Lakshya has endured

early exits at the Arctic Open
Super 500 and Denmark
Open, and the trend
continued last week, with the
young shuttler making
another first-round exit from
the Kumamoto Masters Japan.
He will kick off his campaign
against seventh-seeded
Malaysian Lee Zii Jia. 
The 23-year-old possesses the
ability to beat any opponent,
but his mental toughness has
been questioned following his
agonising near-miss at the
Tokyo Olympics, where he
slipped from a medal position
in a heartbreaking loss.
Two-time Olympic medallist
Sindhu bounced back from
her shock opening-round loss
to Canada’s Michelle Li in
Finland, reaching the
quarterfinals in Odense. 
However, Li proved to be a
hurdle once again, defeating
Sindhu in the round of 16 last
week.

The unseeded Indian begins
her campaign against
Thailand’s Supanida
Katethong, whom she leads 5-
4 on head-to-head record.
Also competing in the
women’s singles event will be
promising young talents
Aakarshi Kashyap and
Malvika Bansod.
Aakarsi will face Tomoka
Miyazaki of Japan in her
opener while Malvika will
take on Line Højmark
Kjaersfeldt in the first round.
The women’s doubles team of
Treesa Jolly and Gayatri
Gopichand, that made a first
round exit from the
Kumamoto Masters Japan,
will also be in action. The
Indian duo will square up
against the second seeded
Chinese combination of Liu
Sheng Shu and Tan Ning.
B Sumeeth Reddy will partner
Sikki Reddy in the mixed
doubles event. 
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Royal Challengers
Bengaluru on Monday

announced the appointment
of Omkar Salvi as the IPL
franchise’s bowling coach, a
reward for guiding Mumbai
to Ranji Tropy and Irani
Trophy titles last season.
A well-known name on the
domestic circuit, Omkar has
in the past worked as
assistant coach with Kolkata
Knight Riders.
“Omkar Salvi, current Head
Coach of Mumbai, has been

appointed as RCB’s Bowling
Coach,” the franchise
tweeted. 
“Omkar, who has won the
Ranji Trophy, Irani Trophy
and the IPL in the last 8
months, is excited to join us
in time for #IPL2025, after
completion of his Indian
domestic season duties.”
He is expected to join RCB
after the end of the ongoing
Ranji season, which will
resume on January 23. 
In between, he will also
oversee Mumbai’s campaign
in the Syed Mushtaq Ali T20

tournament.
Omkar, who is the younger
brother of former India
player Avishkar Salvi, has
played just one List-A game
for Railways in 2005. He is
contracted with the Mumbai
Cricket Association (MCA)
until March 2025.
This will be Salvi’s second
IPL stint after his tenure at
KKR.
RCB have never won an IPL
title despite participating in it
since the tournament’s
inaugural edition way back in
2008. 
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Veteran Australian spinner
Nathan Lyon believes that

rival players often serve as the
“best coaches”, acknowledging
that his Indian counterpart
Ravichandran Ashwin has
“taught” him a great deal
through their faceoffs since
2011-12.
Having made their Test debuts
in the same year, Lyon and
Ashwin will face each other for
the eighth time in the longest
format during the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy five-Test series
beginning in Perth on
November 22.
“Ash (Ashwin) is an incredible
bowler. I’ve gone head-to-head
with him for basically my whole
career, so I’ve learned a lot from
Ash,” Lyon told Fox Cricket.
“He’s an incredibly smart bowler,

and he’s able to learn and adapt
very quickly, and I think the best
bowlers in the world are able to
do that. He used his skills to ben-
efit himself and his team.
“So, you’ve got to give credit
where credit’s due, he was the
best bowler (in 2020/21), as he
usually is. So, hats off to Ash.”
It will be Ashwin’s fifth Test tour
of Australia, where he has
claimed 39 wickets in 10 Tests at

an average of 42.15.
Lyon further admitted to having
studied Ashwin’s bowling close-
ly, especially before Australia
toured India in the last few years.
“He’s taught me a lot,” Lyon said.
“I’m a big believer in the play-
ers that you play against are your
best coaches that you eventual-
ly come across.”
“I’ve watched a lot of his footage
heading over to India, the way

he goes about it here in
Australia, see if I can pick up
anything.
“The way I look at cricket is that
I’ve never met anyone who has
conquered the game, never
played against or with anyone
who’s conquered the game.
“There’s so much to learn in this
great game, and there’s so much
for me to learn from Ash. He’s
a world-class bowler. He’s taken
over 500 Test match wickets, and
he should be extremely proud of
that.”
Ashwin (21.76) outshines Lyon
(30.81) in terms of having the
best Test bowling average in
Asia. However, the Australian
has better bowling figures out-
side Asia -- Lyon: 30.09, Ashwin:
33.14.
Asked if they could face again
post this tour, Lyon reckoned,
“Spin bowling is a craft that the

older you get, the better you get
with age.
“There’s definitely no limit for
me, and I don’t think there
should be a limit for us as well.
He’s absolutely world-class, and
there’s a series in a couple of
years’ time. So, who knows?”
Asked the secret of his success
on non-spinning tracks, Lyon
quipped: “I know Jadeja reads all
of this stuff, so I can’t really share
all my secrets.”
“My big thing is spinning up the
back of the ball and getting
bounce, but it’s a hard craft to be
able to do that in Australia. Your
size for error is extremely small,”
he said. They may not have won
a Test series against India in
nearly a decade, but Lyon feels
their World Test Championship
final triumph last year would
give them the edge.
“India’s got the wood over us in
the past few series, but if you’re
looking at the World Test
Championship (final) in
England, we were able to beat
them there, and I know that
should give us a bit of confidence
heading into (this summer),”
Lyon said.
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The Indian Olympic
Association (IOA) on

Monday confirmed its part-
nership with the Kho Kho
Federation of India as the
country gets to ready to host
the first-ever Kho Kho World
Cup, to be held here from
January 13 to 19.
The IOA has pledged its
“unwavering support” for the
event to be organised at the at
the IGI Stadium. 
In a statement to KKFI chief
Sudhanshu Mittal, IOA pres-

ident PT Usha expressed the
association’s strong commit-
ment to elevating indigenous
sports like Kho Kho.
Usha said, “We recognise the
significance of this event in
celebrating our cultural her-
itage and promoting tradi-
tional sports, and we look for-
ward to collaborating with
Kho Kho Federation of India
to ensure the success of the
tournament.
“Together, we aim to make
this event memorable and
impactful, encouraging the
spir it  of  sportsmanship

among participants and fos-
tering a deeper appreciation
for Kho Kho worldwide.”
Mittal said the partnership
between IOA and KKFI will
be a “game-changer” for Kho
Kho.
“The support of the IOA, led
by President PT Usha, is a
game-changer for Kho Kho.
This collaboration is pivotal
in putting Kho Kho on the
global map, and we’re thrilled
to be hosting the first-ever
Kho Kho World Cup, a truly
historic event for the sport,”
Mittal said.
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Defender Amir Ali will
lead a 20-member

Indian squad in the men’s
Junior Asia Cup hockey
tournament starting in
Muscat from November 26.
India have won this
tournament for a record four
times, including 2004, 2008,
2015 and 2023. They beat
nemesis Pakistan 2-1 in the
final last year to lift the title.
This year, the event will have
10 teams from the continent
divided into two pools with
India, Chinese Taipei, Japan,
Korea and Thailand clubbed
in pool A.
Bangladesh, Malaysia, China,
Oman and Pakistan are in
Pool B.
The tournament is also a
qualifying event for next
year’s FIH Junior World Cup
and India have automatically
qualified for it by virtue of
being hosts.
However under the guidance
of coach PR Sreejesh, the
team will be looking to build
on its recent success at the
Sultan of Johor Cup.
Rohit will serves as Amir
Ali’s deputy.
“The Sultan of Johor Cup was
a first-time experience for

many of the players, yet they
showed great spirit in doing
well and I am quite pleased
with how they performed,”
Sreejesh said in a media
release.
The team will be taking
confidence from that
performance and will be
working towards a successful
outing in the Junior Asia
Cup.
“The players have been
putting in a lot of hard work
at the ongoing national camp
in SAI, Bengaluru and we
have made certain changes to
our game to be more effective
in defence and efficient in
converting goals,” he added.
Squad:
Goalkeepers: Princedeep
Singh, Bikramjit Singh
Defenders: Amir Ali (C),
Talem Priyobarta,
Shardanand Tiwari,
Yogember Rawat, Anmol
Ekka, Rohit(VC).
Midfielders: Ankit Pal,
Manmeet Singh, Rosan
Kujur, Mukesh Toppo,
Thokchom Kingson Singh.
Forwards: Gurjot Singh,
Sourabh Anand Kushwaha,
Dilraj Singh, Arshdeep Singh
and Araijeet Singh Hundal.
lternate Players: Sukhvinder
and Chandan Yadav. 
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Virat Kohli will be “very, very
hungry” for runs following
his lean patch against New

Zealand, according to former
Indian captain Sunil Gavaskar, who
feels the veteran batter’s strong track
record Down Under will boost his
confidence heading into the
upcoming Test series against
Australia.
Kohli has faced a challenging patch
in all formats over the past few
months. In his last 60 Test innings,
he has managed just two centuries
and 11 half-centuries.
This year, he has averaged only
22.72 across six Tests, and in the
three games against New Zealand,
he could manage only 93 runs.
“Because he hasn’t scored runs
against New Zealand, he’ll be very,
very hungry,” Gavaskar told Star
Sports.
“Even in that Adelaide Test, where
India was bowled out for 36 in the
second innings, Kohli scored 70-
plus runs in the first innings before
being run out,” he added.
Despite these recent struggles, Kohli
has an outstanding record in
Australia. The right-hander, who
has been part of four tours Down
Under, averages a stellar 54.08.

Gavaskar believes these stats will
provide a significant confidence
boost as Kohli prepares for the
upcoming five-match series,

starting with the first Test in Perth
on Friday.
“He has consistently performed in
Adelaide, a ground he knows well.

Before Adelaide, it’s Perth, where
Kohli played one of his finest Test
centuries in the 2018-19 series — a
terrific hundred.

“Having performed on these
grounds, he’ll feel an extra bit of
confidence. Of course, you need a
bit of luck at the start, but if he gets
off to a good beginning, he will
score big runs,” Gavaskar added.
As the series approaches, all eyes
will be on Kohli, who will look to
bounce back with his trademark
resilience and continue his fine
record in Australia.
Kohli knows what’s coming:
Manjrekar
Former India cricketer Sanjay
Manjrekar also weighed in on how
Australia might target Kohli.
“I think Virat knows exactly what’s
coming,” Manjrekar said.
“They’ll start with a line outside the
off stump to assess his mindset.
These days, he often leaves balls
outside off and looks to drive
anything pitched up. Australia may
try to cramp him for room and
attack his body, especially since he
likes to get forward. New Zealand
used this tactic effectively.”
Manjrekar continued, “If he’s
focused on balls outside off stump,
bowlers like Josh Hazlewood could
target the middle-stump line, much
like Vernon Philander used to do.
Australia will experiment with
different strategies, and Virat Kohli
is well aware of that.” 
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Kusal Mendis hit a patient 74
not out as Sri Lanka beat

New Zealand by three wickets
under the DLS method with six
balls remaining in the rain-hit
second ODI.
Sri Lanka took an unassailable
2-0 lead in the three-match
series with the final game also at
Pallekele on Tuesday. Sri Lanka
won the first one-day interna-
tional by 45 runs — also by DLS
— after rain disrupted that
game at Dambulla.
It was Sri Lanka’s fifth ODI series
win at home in 2024 after it had
beaten Zimbabwe, Afghanistan,
India and West Indies. Sri Lanka
couldn’t qualify for next year’s
Champions Trophy after finish-
ing ninth at last year’s 50-over
World Cup in India, but has
since then lost just one ODI
series in Bangladesh while win-
ning five at home.
“It is really tough for batters to
score runs here,” Sri Lanka cap-
tain Charith Asalanka said.
“This is just another series. As
a team, we are moving towards
a big goal and we have to
achieve that, this is a process.”
Mendis followed his career-best
143 in the series opener with a
determined 102-ball knock as
Sri Lanka reached 210-7 in 46
overs.
The match was cut to 47 overs-
a-side after two rain interrup-
tions when New Zealand batted
and was bowled out for 209 in
45.1 overs. Sri Lanka was set a
target of 210.

Off-spinner Michael Bracewell’s
first four-wicket ODI haul (4-36)
gave New Zealand a sniff when
Sri Lanka slipped to 163-7 before
Maheesh Theekshana (27 not
out) shared a match-winning 47-
run stand with Mendis and car-
ried the team home.
Earlier, Sri Lanka grassed a few
hard chances but Avishka
Fernando took three spectacu-
lar catches after Asalanka won
the toss and elected to field.
Mark Chapman ended his strug-
gling batting form with 76 off 81
balls, but his dismissal in the
37th over would see New
Zealand lose its last six wickets
for 36 runs. Mitchell Hay made
a well composed 49 off 62 balls
and shared a 75-run stand with
Chapman. Hay was the last
man to be dismissed.
New Zealand struggled against
a four-pronged spin attack with
Theekshana (3-31) and Jeffrey
Vandersay (3-46) sharing six
wickets. Left-arm spinner
Dunith Wellalage, the only
change Sri Lanka made from the
team which won the first game,
and Asalanka took one wicket
each.
Bracewell mopped up the top
order but Mendis stood firm as
he completed his half century off
84 balls with four boundaries.
He added 39 runs with Janith
Liyanage and another 31 with
Wellalage, who struck three
successive boundaries in his
18-run knock against Nathan
Smith before holing out at mid-
on to give Bracewell his fourth
wicket.
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Baffled by India’s decision
to head into the high-

profile Border-Gavaskar
Trophy against Australia
without a proper warm-up
game, former England
captain Michael Vaughan has
raised concerns about how
the tourists would get into a
“competitive mindset”
without match practice.
India decided against playing
a match against an Australian
domestic side in the run up to
the five-match Test series,
starting in Perth from
November 22, marking a
departure from their
approach on the previous two
tours of Australia.
“I can’t get my head around a
team like India only wanting
to play an intra-squad game
leading into a series against
Australia in their own
backyard,” Vaughan told ‘Fox
Cricket’.
“I just can’t see how you get
yourself in that competitive
mindset of consequence by
playing an intra-squad game.

Time will tell.”
But India have also called off
their scheduled three-day
intra-squad match with their
‘A’ team. They have instead
opted to focus on centre-
wicket training at the WACA
in Perth. The Indian think
tank believed that the bounce
of the WACA centre strip
closely mirrors that of the
Perth Stadium pitch. As a
result, they felt it would be
beneficial for all top-order
batters to spend more time in
the middle.
“I’m surprised that this Indian
side didn’t want at least one

game of cricket, and the
WACA’s the perfect venue
because it’s a similar pitch to
Optus (Stadium), so you get
used to the bounce,” Vaughan
said.
Australia had also skipped
warm-up matches before last
year’s Test tours of India and
England, citing issues with
scheduling and a lack of trust
in local curators as
contributing factors.
“These players have a
different kind of mindset to
what we had, whereas we
probably needed more
games,” Vaughan continued.
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“They’re playing 12 months of
the year and get straight into
it, but it’ll be intriguing to see
how both sets of players settle
on that first day when they’re
playing the longer form.
“The modern player maybe
believes that they don’t need
(tour matches). They think
they get enough cricket
throughout the year and they
can react and just adapt. I just
like to see teams win and stick
a marker down,” he added. 
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