
PTI ■ WASHINGTON

Donald Trump was
Wednesday elected the
Unite States’ President

for a second term in one of the
greatest political comebacks in
American history, four years
after an election loss in 2020
that sparked a violent
insurrection at the US Capitol.
The 78-year-old Republican
leader, convicted of felony
charges and awaiting
sentencing in a hush-money
case in New York, defeated his
Democratic rival Kamala
Harris in a bitterly fought
election.
According to races called by
the Associated Press up to 7
pm (IST), 277 electoral votes
had gone to Trump and 224 to
Harris. Trump, the oldest
person in US history to be
elected president, crossed the
halfway 270 votes-mark in
electoral college votes with
victory in the battleground
state of Wisconsin.
Addressing his supporters at
West Palm Beach in Florida,
Trump declared his victory in
the presidential election,
calling the mandate
"unprecedented and
powerful". "Many people have
told me that God spared my
life for a reason," Trump said,
referring to the two
assassination attempts on his
life during the election
campaign this year.
Amid cheers of his jubilant
supporters and his family by
his side, Trump declared that
this will be the "golden age" of
America. "This is a
magnificent victory for the
American people. This was a
movement like nobody's ever
seen before, and frankly, this
was, I believe, the greatest
political movement of all time.
There's never been anything

like this in this country, and
maybe beyond," Trump said.
"And now it's going to reach a
new level of importance
because we're going to help our
country heal. We'll help our
country...We have a country
that needs help, and it needs
help very badly," he said. Soon
after projections indicated
Trump's victory,
congratulatory messages
started pouring in from world
leaders, including Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, British
Prime Minister Keir Starmer
and French President
Emmanuel Macron, for his
"historic return to the White
House".

After President Grover
Cleveland (1885-1889 and
1893-1897), Trump is the
only person to return to the
White House for another
term after a gap of four years.
Trump served as President
from January 2017 to January
2021. "We made history for a
reason tonight, and the
reason is going to be just that
we overcame obstacles that
nobody thought possible, and
it is now clear that we've
achieved the most incredible
political thing," Trump said in
his speech.
"I want to thank the
American people for the
extraordinary honour of
being elected your 47th
president and your 45th

president," he said. "I will
fight for you, for your family
and your future." "Every
single day, I will be fighting
for you and with every
breath in my body, I will not
rest until we have delivered
the strong, safe and
prosperous America that our
children deserve and that
you deserve. This will truly
be the golden age of
America," said Trump, who
wrapped up his speech with
a playful dance to the song
YMCA by the band Village
People.
The victory by Trump is being
seen as a remarkable comeback
after he lost the 2020
presidential election to Joe
Biden, which seemed then to

be the end of his political
career. Trump challenged the
election results and even
indirectly urged his supporters
to march on the US Capitol
that reportedly triggered the
violent attacks and clashes
inside the seat of American
democracy, sending
shockwaves across the globe.
In the following months,
Trump unsuccessfully
challenged the results in
court. A grand jury found
him guilty on 34 counts of
falsifying business records.
The Biden-Harris campaign
said at the time that no one is
above the law while Trump
called the verdict the result of
a "rigged" political system.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE ■
NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court (SC)
on Wednesday ruled that

individuals holding a Light
Motor Vehicle (LMV)
driving license are eligible to
drive transport vehicles with
a weight not exceeding
7,500kg. The judgment from
a five-judge Constitution
Bench, led by Chief Justice
DY Chandrachud, offers
clarity on licensing
regulations and is expected
to prevent insurance
companies from rejecting
claims based on the license
type of drivers involved in
accidents. 
“A driver holding a license
for light motor vehicle… for
vehicles with gross vehicle
weight under 7,500kg is
permitted to operate a
transport vehicle without
needing additional
authorisation… of the
Motor Vehicle Act. LMVs
and the transport vehicles
are not entirely separate
classes, and overlap exists

between the two,” the Bench
held, adding the statute
should remain practical and
workable. 
Pronouncing the unanimous
verdict for the Bench, Justice
Hrishikesh Roy, however,
said the special eligibility
requirement will continue to
apply to vehicles carrying
hazardous goods. 
Besides the CJI and Justice
Roy, the Bench also
comprised Justices PS
Narasimha, Pankaj Mithal
and Manoj Misra. 

PNS ■ NEW DELHI

In a crackdown on ‘dummy’
admissions, the Central

Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) on Wednesday
withdrew affiliation of 21
schools and downgraded six
schools from senior secondary
to secondary level, officials
said. The move comes
following a surprise inspection
at the schools in Rajasthan and
Delhi in September during
which several lapses were
found. 
“The practice of dummy or
non-attending admissions
contradicts the core mission
of school education,
compromising students’
foundational growth. To
address this issue, we are
taking decisive action to
combat the proliferation of
dummy schools and send a
clear message to all affiliated
institutions to resist the lure
of accepting dummy or non-
attending admissions,” 
CBSE Secretary Himanshu
Gupta said. 

He said the vital observations
of the surprise inspection
committees regarding the
irregularities observed during
the inspections were
communicated as a report to
the respective schools. “The
replies submitted by the
schools were examined in
detail by the Board. Based on
the inspection findings and
supported by videographic
evidence, affiliation of 21
schools was withdrawn and six
schools were downgraded
from senior secondary to
secondary level,” Gupta added.

PTI ■ PRAYAGRAJ/
KANPUR (UP)

In a tale of miraculous
survival, an abandoned

newborn found clinging to
his life from the branches of a
tree in Uttar Pradesh’s
Hamirpur in August has
fought back from the jaws of
death after surviving 50
wounds, including a deep
animal bite, that dotted his
tiny, fragile frame.
The boy, who was barely two
days old when he was found
abandoned in Hamirpur, has
defied all odds to not only get
a new lease of life, but also a
new name - ‘Krishna’ - and
most recently, a temporary
abode, the government-run
children’s home in Prayagraj.
Prayagraj district probation
officer Sarvajit Singh told PTI
that the “fully fit” child is now
being properly looked after at
the children’s home, where he
was shifted following the
orders of the Bal Kalyan

Samiti (child welfare
committee) in Hamirpur.
Asked about the possibility of
adoption, Singh said, “The
profile of every such child is
uploaded on the website of the
Central Adoption Resource
Authority. Whoever wants to
adopt a child can apply on the
website. However, the profile
of this child is yet to be
uploaded.”
Before he arrived in Prayagraj,
the paediatrics department of
the GSVM Medical College in
Kanpur had virtually become
his home, helping him stage a

miraculous recovery in about
two months, where his
charming smile endeared him
to the doctors and nurses
alike. So it didn’t come as a
surprise when the medical
staff of the hospital were
moved to tears at the time of
his discharge after a
triumphant death-defying
battle.
“Our hearts rejoiced in equal
measure when this little kid,
found clinging to a fragile
thread of life after being
abandoned and attacked,
recovered fully,” Dr Arun

Kumar Arya, head of the
paediatrics department at the
GSVM Medical College, said
in a statement. “Against all
odds, this small and innocent
baby endured unimaginable
hardship, suffering multiple
dog bites and scratch marks
on his entire body before
being mercifully rescued,” Dr
Arya said.
The child was found in an
abandoned field in Hamirpur
district and later rescued by
the police after being
notified by the local
authorities, he added. The
child was “severely
malnourished” and “in
desperate need of medical
attention” at the time of his
rescue. The unfed boy had
multiple infected wounds on
his body and his cries could
be heard from afar, Dr Arya
said. “The child was
admitted to the neonatal
intensive care unit (NICU)
on August 31. 

RAHUL DATTA ■ NEW DELHI

India and the United States’
ties across the spectrum

including commerce,
strategic affairs and defence
are likely to see a healthy
boost with Donald Trump
winning the presidential
polls, as he shares a warm
relationship with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.  
Prime Minister Modi was
one of the first world
leaders to congratulate
“friend” Donald Trump on
his ‘historic” victory.  In his
message, Prime Minister
Modi on Wednesday said he
looks forward to renewing
their collaboration to
further strengthen the
India-US Comprehensive
Global and Strategic
Partnership.
“Heartiest congratulations
my friend
@realDonaldTrump on
your historic election
victory. As you build on the
successes of your previous
term, I look forward to
renewing our collaboration
to further strengthen the
India-US Comprehensive
Global and Strategic
Partnership,” Modi said in a
social media post.
“Together, let’s work for the
betterment of our people
and to promote global
peace, stability and
prosperity,” he said.  The
prime minister also posted
pictures of his previous
meetings with Trump, who
was the US president from
2016-2020.
Both leaders share the same
views regarding strategic
co-operation and defence.
They also shared a hard
stance against terrorism,
which strengthened ties,

especially regarding
Pakistan-based threats.
During his first term as
president, India and the US
also shared a vision for a
“free and open Indo-
Pacific,” in an apparent
effort to counter China’s
aggressive postures in the
strategically important
region. This led to closer
defence ties, joint military

exercises, and India’s key
role in the Quad alliance
with the US, Japan, and
Australia. During the
Covid-19 pandemic, their
relationship extended to
health cooperation, with
India supplying
hydroxychloroquine to the
US and America later
supporting India’s response.

CBSE cracks whip on
‘dummy’ admissions

Look forward to renewing
our collaboration: PM Modi

PTI ■ MUMBAI

Stock markets rallied
more than 1 per cent on

Wednesday with
benchmark Sensex soaring
901 points on heavy buying
in IT and pharma shares as
Donald Trump is all set to
win the United States
presidential elections.
Extending its gains to the
second day, the BSE Sensex
jumped 901.50 points or
1.13 per cent to settle at
80,378.13. During the day,
it soared 1,093.1 points or
1.37 per cent to 80,569.73.
The NSE Nifty soared
270.75 points or 1.12 per

cent to close at 24,484.05.
From the 30-share Sensex
pack, Tata Consultancy
Services and Infosys
jumped over 4 per cent
each. HCL Technologies,
Tech Mahindra, Adani
Ports, Larsen & Toubro,
Maruti and Reliance
Industries were also among
big gainers.

Sensex, Nifty surge
over one per cent 
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I Ravinder Singh S/o 

Kuldeep Singh R/o Vill Kalanpur 

Dhariwal Distt Gurdaspur inform 

that my 10th class ICSE both 

statement of Marks and Pass 

Certificate Registration No. TR 

1162362/063 with Unique ID 

6394494 year 2016 has been lost 

somewhere. If anyone knows 

about this Certificate, Then please 

call this No. 81949-11181 

I, Nirmala Devi W/o Late Sh. 

Jaipal R/o H.No. 333/26, Street 

No. 6, Vishal Nagar, Sonipat has 

disowned my son Joginder from 

my all movable-immovable 

property as he is out of my control. 

In future, if anybody deals with 

him, he/she will do at their own 

risk. 

I, Rajeshwar Singh S/o 

Basant Singh R/o H No. 273, 

Kendriya Vihar, Sector 48-B, 

Chandigarh, declare that my son 

Akarshit has gone astray and I am 

not responsible for actions and 

liabilities. 

We, Parveen Kumar s/o 

Chander Pal and Raj Kumari w/o 

Parveen Kumar, both R/o # 1079, 

Sector 25-D, Chandigarh declare 

that our son Vishal Kumar and his 

wife Kusum alias Rakhi are out of 

our control. So, we disown them 

from all our moveable/ 

immoveable properties. Anybody 

deals with them will do so at their 

own risk. 

I Rakesh Kumar S/o Mangat 

Ram R/o Vill. Khanpur Koliya, 

Teh. Thanesar, Kurukshetra I 

declare that my son Rajat Kumar 

and his wife Sunaina are out of 

my control, and do not even 

behave well with us. So I disinherit 

them from my all 

moveable/immoveable 

Properties. If anybody deals with 

them in any manner, they will deal 

on his own responsibility. 

I Jagdish Kumar S/o Hazari 

Lal Resident #313, Rajeev Colony 

Sector-17 Panchkula, Haryana. 

My brother Amrish Jaiswal is out 

of control me and my family.  and 

involved in bad activities. In the 

future anybody deals with him at 

their own risk. After this, I will not 

be responsible. 

I, Balraj S/o Ram Swarup 

R/o Village Badhawar, Tehsil 

Barwala, Hisar, (Haryana), 

declare that my sons Sunil & his 

wife Renu Bala are out of my & 

my family's control, therefore I 

evict my said son Sunil & his wife 

Renu Bala from all my movable-

immovable property. In future, My 

family & I will not be responsible 

for any of their behaviour or 

dealings. They will be responsible 

on their own. 

I, Rajinder kaur wo Late Sh. 

Gurmeet Singh #98, Sec-A, 

Defence Colony, Ambala cantt 

declared that my son Mandeep 

Singh alias Lavi is out of my 

control so I disowned him from my 

movable and immovable 

properties. Please Note. 

We, 1- Rakesh Singh S/o 

Sh. Balbir Singh and 2- Smt. 

Suman W/o Sh. Rakesh R/o's H. 

No. 313/25, Gali No.5, Vishal 

Nagar, Sonipat, Haryana-131001 

declare that our daughter Mansi is 

out of our control. So we disown 

her with our all moveable/ 

immovable properties. Anybody 

deals with her all own risks. Me 

and my other family members are 

not responsible. 

We, Sunder S/O Parhlad 

And Geeta W/O Sunder R/O Raju 

Paana Vill Kailenga Teh & Distt 

Bhiwani Declare That Our Son 

Rakesh And Daughter-In-Law 

Shakshi Are Out Of Our Control. 

We Evict Them From Our 

Movable And Immovable 

Properties. If Anybody Deals With 

Her Shall Do Their Own Risk In 

Future. 

We Dharm Pal S/O Sarban 

Ram And Sunita Rani W/O Dharm 

Pal R/O Mohalla Sainiya Wala, 

Lalru Tehsil Derabassi Distt 

Mohali, We Have Disowned My 

Son Rahul Dhiman From Our 

Moveable Immovable Properties 

Due To Out Of Our Control, 

Anybody Dealing With Him At 

Their Own Risk. 

I Jag Pal S/o Bishamber 

Ram R/o House No. 57, Block A-

5, Village Lohgarh, Savitry 

Enclave, Zirakpur SAS Nagar 

Punjab declare that my son Vipin 

Kumar is out of my control. So I 

disown him from all my moveable/ 

immovable properties. If anybody 

deals with him they will do their 

own risk/responsibility. Me & my 

family member will not 

responsible for his any activity or 

deed. 

We Ram Jeet S/o Antu Ram 

& Salochna W/o Ram Ji R/o 89, 

Sadopur, Ambala Cantt declare 

that our Son Balwant Rai and his 

wife Priyanka are out of our 

Control. So we disown them from 

our all Movable Immovable 

Properties. 

We Nakshed Yadav son of 

Sh. Rampher Yadav & Shanti 

Devi Wife of Sh. Nakshed Yadav 

R/o H.No. 7-A, Sunder Nagar, 

Near D.R.M.Office, Ambala Cantt 

declare that our son Rajinder 

Yadav & our Daughter-in-Law 

Poonam are out of our control. So, 

we disown them from our all 

moveable/Immoveable Property. 

If anybody deals with them in any 

kind then they will be self 

responsible for that. 

I Som Nath S/o Sh. Ruliya 

Ram R/o Manglai, Khudda Kalan, 

Distt. Ambala declare that my Son 

Amarjeet Kumar and his wife 

Varsha are out of my Control. So i 

Disown them from my all Movable 

Immovable Properties. 

We, Rajni W/o Angrej Pal 

And Angrej Pal S/o Gyana Ram 

Vill.Lotni, Pehowa, Kurukshetra 

Our Son Godu Ram are out of our 

control. We, disown them  from all 

Our moveable and immoveable 

properties. If Anybody deals with 

Them at Their Own risk. 

I, Ram Narain S/o Pishori Lal 

R/o H.No. 13, New Jawala Nagar, 

Maqsudan, Jalandhar, Punjab 

declare that my son Hitesh Jayee 

and his wife Kaamni at Present 

Canada, are out of my control. I 

disinherit them from my movable 

and immovable properties. I and 

my family members shall not be 

held responsible for any kind of 

dealings done with them. 

We, Ramdulare S/o Guljar 

and Lakhpati W/o Guljar R/o 

H.No. 75/29 Durga Colony, 

Rohtak Road Bypass Near Tata 

Tower Jind Teh. & Distt. Jind (Hr.) 

declare that our Son Anil Kumar 

and his wife Suman are out of our 

control. So, we disown both of 

them from our movable and 

immovable properties. Anybody 

dealing with them will do so at 

their own risk, We and our family 

members are not responsible. 

म� राकेश कुमार पु� मंगत राम 

िनवासी गांव खानपुर कोिलया , तहसील 

थानेसर, िजला कु��े� शपथ पूव�क 

�ान करता हंूॅ िक मेरा पु� रजत कुमार 

और पु�वधु सुनैना मेरे कहने-सुनने से 

बाहर है और अपनी मनमज% करते है । 

इसीिलए म)  इन दोनो ंको अपनी चल-

अचल संपि, से बेदखल करता -ँ । 

भिव0 म1 इनसे लेन देन करने वाला 2यं 

िज3ेवार होगा। 

म� रेशमा रानी प4ी बलवंत िसंह 

िनवासी वाड� 17, नहर कॉलोनी रितया 

(फतेहाबाद) ह89या बयान करती -ं िक 

मेरा पु� संदीप कुमार हमारे  प:रवार के 

कहने-सुनने से बाहर है। म) इसे अपनी 

चल, अचल संपि, से बेदखल करती -ं । 

भिव0 म1 म) इसके िकसी भी काय� / 

लेनदेन के िज3ेवार नही ंहोऊंगी। 

म�  बलवंत िसंह पु�  ग=न िसंह 

िनवासी वाड� 17, नहर कॉलोनी रितया 

(फतेहाबाद) ह89या बयान करता -ं िक 

मेरा पु� संदीप कुमार हमारे  प:रवार के 

कहने‐सुनने से बाहर है। म) इसे अपनी 

चल, अचल संपि, से बेदखल करता -ं । 

भिव0 म1 म) इसके िकसी भी काय� / 

लेनदेन के िज3ेवार नही ंहोऊंगा। 

I, No. 8037693x Rank: Nk 

(Gd), Name: Gudivada Santhosh, 

Presently Residing At 001 Sc 

Colony, Gudivada,  Post 

Chittivalasa Teh Bhogapuram 

Distt. Vizianagaram  State Andhra 

Pradesh-531162. I Have Changed 

My Son Name From Chaitanya 

Kumar (Old Name) To Gudivada  

Chaitanya Kumar (New Name). 

Hence This Affidavit Sworn Before 

Notary Shalander Kaur Dt. 6th 

Nov. 2024. 

It Is For General Information 

That I, Rajat Kumar S/O Shri 

Niwas Residing At House No.457 

Bhagwan Nagar Colony, Pipli 

(360) Part Kurukshetra Haryana-

136131 Declare That Name Of My 

Mother Has Been Wrongly Writer 

As Munni In My 10th Class Mark 

Sheet, Passport, Birth Certificate 

And Other Educational 

Documents. The Actual Name Of 

My Mother Are Muskan 

Respectively, Which May Be 

Amended According. 

Smt Sarabjit Kaur Wife Of 

No 15148337f Nk Charanjeet 

Singh S/O Sh Puran Singh, 

Resident Of Village & Post Office 

Malik Pur, Tehsil Safidon, Distt 

Jind (Haryana), Have Changed 

My Name And Date Of Birth From 

Sarabjit Kaur (Dob 10 Mar 1984) 

To Sarvjit Kaur (Dob 05 Jan 1976) 

Vide Affidavit Before Notary Distt 

Court Kurukshetra. 

I Rohit Aggarwal S/o Brij 

Mohan Aggarwal R/o Aggarwal 

Karyana Store, Umarpura Road, 

Mahajan Colony, Batala declare 

that in my son's school record, my 

wife and my son name is wrongly 

recorded as Lalita & Kanishk 

Aggarwal. Please Correct these 

as Shivani Aggarwal & Kanishak 

Aggarwal. 

I, Hukum Chand is legally 

Father of Manish Verma resident 

of 23, a b road, Kali Mata Mandir, 

Kishanganj, Mhow, Indore (MP) – 

453441 have changed my date of 

birth from 01-07-1956 to 01-01-

1957 vide Affidavit dated 06 Nov 

2024 before Executive Magistrate 

Jalandhar, (PB). 

I, Sukhdeep Singh S/o 

Baldev Singh Permanent Resident 

of Vill: Mustfabad Sadian Po. 

Hemrajpur Teh-Gurdaspur 

(Gurdaspur) State-Punjab, Pin-

143521 and Temporarily residing 

at Unit 68 Engr Regt Solmara 

Cantt. C/o 99 APO Tezpur Pin-

914068 Distt. Sonitpur, Assam 

declare that in my army record my 

son name wrongly entered 

Harshabd Singh Maan. But my 

son correct name is Harshabad 

Singh Maan. So amended my son 

name from Harshabd Singh Maan 

to Harshabad Singh Maan in my 

army record. 

I, Anita Kumari W/o No. 

2703797N Rank Hav Lakhmi 

Chand R/o Post & Teh-Salhawas 

Vill: Dhani (Salhawas) Distt. Jhjjar, 

State Haryana-124146 now at unit 

22 GDRS C/o 56 APO declared 

that my name Anita Kumari is 

wrongly entered in my husband 

service records. But my correct 

name is Anita vide affidavit dated 

06-11-24 by notary Distt. Court 

Bathinda. 

I, No. 2703270Y Rank Hav 

Mahender Singh S/o Jagdish Rai 

R/o Post Mahenda Vill: Dhani 

Mahenda, Teh-Hansi Distt. Hisar, 

State-Haryana Pin-125033 now at 

unit 22 GDRS C/o 56 APO 

declared that I have changed my 

son name Maneet to Manit vide 

affidavit dated 06-11-24 by notary 

Distt. Court Bathinda. 

I, R Padmavathy spouse DF 

No. JC-315415L Rank NB/Sub G 

Anandaraj R/o No. 2/1154W Jeya 

Nagar, VTC: Kanjanaiya 

Kkenpatti, Po & Sub Distt. 

Aruppukkottai, Distt. 

Virudhunagar, State-Tamil Nadu-

626101 now at unit 15 Engr Regt 

C/o 56 APO declared that I have 

changed my name R Padmavathy 

to Padmavathy R vide affidavit 

dated 06-11-24 by notary Distt. 

Court Bathinda. 

I, No. JC-498746X Sub 

Dildar Singh R/o Vill: Rayya Teh-

Mukerian (Hoshiarpur) declare 

that in my Army record the name 

of my son wrongly mentioned as 

Jasmit Singh. Whereas his correct 

name is Jasmeet Singh. 

I Anupama is Mother of No. 

16122076X, NK, Vinayak 

Pandurang Kutre Unit of 5 Engr. 

Regt, C/O 56 APO, Residing at 

114, Khanapur, Gunji, Belgaum, 

(Karnataka) Pin-591302, Declare 

that my name & date of birth in my 

Son service record is Anupama & 

D.O.B 01/07/1967 wrong, but 

correct my name Anupama 

Pandurang Kutre & correct date of 

birth is 01/01/1968. 

I, Smt Ravinder Kaur Widow 

Of Army No 4466083M Naik Late 

Rajinder Singh R/O Vpo Lapran 

Tehsil Payal Distt Ludhiana State 

(Punjab) Pin-141421 Declare That 

Ramandeep Kaur Is Our 

Legitmate Daughter Born To Our 

Wedlock On Date 10-07-1999. 

I, Shekhawat Bajrang Singh 

Father of No 6501348P Rank NK 

Shekhawat Bharat Singh Bajrang 

Singh Of Unit 517 ASC BN 

Permanent Residence Of 245, 

Gudha Gorji, Jhunjhunun, 

Rajasthan 333022 Have Changed 

My Name From  Shekhawat  

Bajrang Singh To Bajrang Singh 

Vide Affidavit Dated 05-11-2024 

Before Notary Pathankot. 

I,  Shekhawat Paru Mother 

Of No 6501348P Rank NK 

Shekhawat Bharat Singh Bajrang 

Singh Of Unit 517 ASC BN 

Permanent Residence Of 245, 

Gudha Gorji, Jhunjhunun, 

Rajasthan 333022 Declare That  I 

Have Changed My Name From  

Shekhawat Paru  To Paru Kanwar 

Vide Affidavit Dated 05-11-2024 

Before Notary Pathankot. 

I, Gian Bajaj s/o Shri Diwan 

Chand R/o H. No-14 Ibrahim 

Mandi, Karnal, Haryana declared 

that Gian Bajaj and Gian Chand is 

the one and the same person. 

I, Manju Bajaj w/o Shri Gian 

Bajaj R/o H. No-14 Ibrahim Mandi, 

Karnal, Haryana declared that 

Manju Bajaj and Manju Bala is the 

one and the same person. 

I, Mohabbat Ali S/o Hassan 

Mohammad R/o H No. 12, Phase 

3, BDC, Sector 26, Chandigarh 

declare that my son Maksud Ali 

DOB is Wrongly mentioned in his 

DMC as 16-07-2005, but correct 

DOB is 16-07-2008. 

I, Sapna Sharma W/O. 

Sanjeev Kumar Sharma. R/O. 

#735, Block-A, Eco-City-1, 

Sector-6, New Chandigarh 

Mullanpur, SAS Nagar, Mohali, 

Punjab. I Have Changed My 

Name From Sapna Sharma To  

Sapna. 

I, Sukhwinder Singh S/O 

Baldev Singh R/O Makhi Kalan, 

Tarn Taran herby inform that the 

name of my Son is Harshdeep 

Singh where Harshdeep is his 

given name and Singh is his 

Surname. Concerned please 

note. 

I, Sukhwinder Singh S/O 

Baldev Singh R/O Makhi Kalan, 

Tarn Taran hereby inform that the 

name of my  daughter is 

Palakdeep Kaur where Palakdeep 

is her given name and Kaur is her 

Surname. Concerned please 

note. 

I, Rajiv Gupta S/o Sh. Inder 

Mohan R/o H.No 525/35, 

Sukhdev Nagar Distt. Hoshiarpur 

146001 Punjab declare that Rajiv 

Gupta & Rajeev Gupta is one and 

the same person. Concerned 

note.  

I Rajesh legally son of No 

13907543L, hav om parkash 

resident of village Ganshigram 

PO Balranghran teh ballah distt 

karnal have change my name 

from rajesh to rajesh kumar vide 

affidevit dated 04 nov 24 sworn in 

before notary, karnal. 

I Rukmesh w/o No 

15398255y, Havtej pal resident of 

village chandsammand PO 

Dabkoliteh indri disttkarnal have 

change my name from rukmesh to 

rukmeshdevi vide affidevit dated 

25 oct 24 sworn in before notary, 

karnal. 

I, Pawan Kumar S/o Sh. 

Rajbir R/o Plot no. 29, Ashok 

Vihar, Near twinkle Star Play 

School, Yamunanagar have 

changed my name from Pawan 

Kamboj to Pawan Kumar. 

I, Daya Nand Mehra S/o 

Amar Chand R/o #  25/21, 

Shivpuri-B, Village Kansapur, 

Tehsil Jagadhri, Distt. 

Yamunanagar have changed my 

name from Daya Nand Mehra to 

Dayanand Mehra. 

I, Rajinder Sangwan s/o Sia 

Ram r/o # 716, Basant Nagar, 

Jagadhri, Yamunanagar have 

changed my name from Rajinder 

Kumar to Rajinder Sangwan. 

I, Bharti Anand W/o Sh. 

Gulshan Kumar R/o H.No.1369-A,  

Barsat Road Chungi, Huda, 

Sector-13/17, Panipat, I have 

changed my name from Bharti 

Anand to Bharti Malik for all 

purposes. 

I, Charanjeet Singh s/o 

Bhagwan Singh r/o Village 

Chanda Kheri, PO & Tehsil 

Bilaspur, Distt Yamunanagar state 

that Charanjeet Singh & Charanjit 

Singh both are one & same 

person. 

I, Barjinder Kaur W/O 

Parmjit Singh Bajwa, R/O House 

No. 2181, Sector 27-C, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name to Barjinder Kaur Bajwa. 

I, Priyasha Aeri D/o 

Davinder Kumar Aeri and W/o 

Bharat Kapoor R/o House no. 

145, Lane No. 5, Friends Colony, 

Jalandhar 144008 have changed 

my name from Priyasha Aeri To 

Priyasha Aeri Kapoor. 

I, Rakesh Kumar (New 

name) Son of Sh. Ramesh Kumar 

Resident of house no. 3005, 

Dharampur colony, Pinjore Tehsil. 

Kalka, District Panchkula 

(Haryana) declare that I have 

changed my name from Rakesh 

Chaudhary (Previous name) to 

Rakesh Kumar (New name). All 

concerned please may note. 

I, Army no. 14807073-M 

Rank NK(TS) Dalip Singh S/o 

Samunder Singh R/o Bhattu 

Kalan, Distt. Fatehabad declares 

that in my army record my wife's 

name wrongly mentioned as 

Umedh Kawar and Son's name 

wrongly mentioned as Satyander 

Singh while my wife's actual name 

is Umed Kanvar and my son's 

actual name is Satinder Singh as 

per their Adhar card and other 

documents. Now, I want to make 

it correct in my army service 

record. 

I, Radhika Mittal W/o Neeraj 

Mittal R/o House no 3057, Sector 

22 D, Chandigarh Inform that 

Radhika Mittal and Mona Mittal is 

the name of one and same 

person. 

I, Pawan K Dhawan S/o Sh. 

Karam Chand # 3041, Top floor, 

Sector 27 D Chandigarh have 

changed my name from Pawan K 

Dhawan to Pawan Kumar 

Dhawan.  

I, Charu D/o Chuni Lal Bhatia 

R/o House No. 559, Lal Kuan, 

Kumharon Mohalla, Meer Sadan, 

District Karnal Haryana inform 

that my father is known by two 

names Chuni Lal Bhatia and 

Chunni Lal. My father correct 

name is Chuni Lal Bhatia. 

I, Shivam S/o Snehdeep R/o 

House no 02 Near Gurudwara, 

Prem Nagar, Karnal, Post office 

Karnal District Karnal have 

changed my name from Shivam 

to Shivam Rajpal. 

I, Piyush S/o Snehdeep R/o 

House no 2/3 Near Gurudwara, 

Prem Nagar, Karnal, Post office 

Karnal District Karnal have 

changed my name from Piyush to 

Piyush Rajpal.  

I, Balwinderjit Singh S/o S. 

Sarmukh Singh R/o 171-A, B-22, 

Tagore Nagar, Distt. Hoshiarpur 

Punjab Declare that Balwinderjit 

Singh and Balwinder jit Singh is 

one and the same person. 

Concerned note. 

I, Neena Nayyar W/o 

Gautam Nayyar R/o H.No. B-15, 

MCH 406/1, Anand Gali, Red 

Road, Hoshiarpur declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Neena to Neena Nayyar. 

Concerned note. 

I, Bhawna W/o Vijay Kumar 

R/o H.No. 999, W.No. 04, Distt. 

Balachaur 144521 Punjab have 

changed my name from Bhawna 

to Meena Kumari. Concerned 

note.  

I, Smt. Gurmit Kaur W/o No. 

1544571X Ex Nk Baldev Singh 

R/o H.No. 253, W.No. 05, 

Aslamadad Tehsil & Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Punjab have changed 

my date of birth from 24-03-1956 

to 01-01-1961.   

I, Smt. Rajwant Kaur W/o 

No. 14317988K Ex Hav Gopal 

Singh R/o VPO Terkiana Tehsil 

Dasuya Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab 

have changed my date of birth 

from 01-01-1962 to 24-01-1956. 

I, Neelam w/o Late Rajiv 

Sharma r/o #85, Street No.4, 

Rajiv Puram, Phusgarh Road, 

Karnal have changed my name 

from Neelam Sharma to Neelam. 

In future I should be known as 

Neelam. 

I, Kamaljit Singh Dhunna 

s/o Mann Singh, R/o # 5271-A, 

Sector 38 (West), Chandigarh- 

160036 have changed my name 

to Kamaljit Singh. 

I, Ravi Parkash Gupta S/o 

Late Rameshwar Nath Gupta R/o 

#2492, Sector 40-C, Chandigarh, 

have changed my name from 

Ravi Parkash Gupta to Ravi 

Prakash Gupta. Concerned Note. 

I, Ranjit Kaur W/o 

Amandeep R/o Chak Desraj Distt. 

Jalandhar (Pin 144418) Punjab 

have changed my name from 

Ranjit Kaur to Ranjit Rani. 

Concerned note. 

I,  Guddu D/o Mandhir 

Kumar # 2380, Sector 44-C, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name from Guddu to Manya. 

I, Krishan s/o Randhir Singh 

r/o Thana Kalan, Tehsil 

Kharkhoda, Sonipat have 

changed my son's name from  

Bhram Dahiya to Brahm Dahiya 

for all future purposes. 

I, Sanjay Grewal s/o 

Dharmvir R/o Grewal cement 

store, gali no 7, Mayur vihar 

Sonipat have changed my name 

from Sanjay Kumar to Sanjay 

Grewal for all future purposes. 

I, Jasvir Singh S/o Hari 

Singh R/o H.no.187,Vill. Nakloi, 

P.O. Bidhlan, Teh.- Kharkhoda, 

Sonipat have changed my Son's 

name from Abhinav to Abhinav 

Dalal  for all future purposes. 

I, Jasvir Singh S/o Hari 

Singh R/o H.no.187,Vill. Nakloi, 

P.O. Bidhlan, Teh.- Kharkhoda, 

Sonipat have changed my 

daughter's name from Rashi to 

Rashi Singh for all future 

purposes. 

I, Baljeet Kaur W/O 

Surinder Singh R/O H No-94, 

Indra Park, Jalandhar, Model 

Town, Punjab-144003 have 

changed my name to Baljit Kaur. 

I Ved Sharma W/o Sh. Prem 

Chand R/o H.No 399 

Chanderpuri, Near DRM  office 

Ambala Cantt have changed my 

name from Ved Sharma to  Ved 

Rani. 

I  Jastej Singh Gill s/o Tej 

Parkash Singh Gill R/o 74, Sector 

D, Defence Colony, Kalarheri, 

Kalarheri (28)  PO: Kalarheri, 

Ambala Cantt have changed my 

name from Jastej Singh Gill to 

Jastej Gill. 

I, Manish Malik S/o Satya 

Parkash Malik R/o H.No.50/C, 

Gali No.7, near government 

primary school, azad Nagar, 

Panipat, declare that Vihan Malik 

is my son name. His name has 

been changed from Vihan Malik 

to Vihaan Malik. In future he 

should be known as Vihaan 

Malik. 

I Seema Mittal W/o Suresh 

Mittal R/o H.No- 1329/6  Old Post 

office  Road Ambala City have 

changed my name from Seema 

to Seema Mittal. 

I, Drshna W/O Ashok Kumar 

R/O 682/29 Bhiwani Road Ajmer 

Basti Jind Haryana, Have 

Changed My Name From Drshna 

To Darshana Devi. 

I, Sonam D/O Ashok Kumar 

R/O 682/29 Bhiwani Road Ajmer 

Basti Jind Haryana, Have 

Changed My Name From Sonam 

To Sonam Saini. 

I  Suresh Kumar S/o 

Roshan Lal Gulati R/o H.No- 

1275, Punjabi Mohalla, VPO 

Mullana Tehsil & Distt Ambala 

have changed my name from 

Suresh Kumar to Suresh Kumar 

Gulati. 

I, Shivani W/o Gaurav 

Kasturia R/O H.No.4, Adarsh 

Nagar, Assandh Road, Panipat 

(HR) Declare that i have changed 

my name Shiwani to Shivani for 

all future purposes. 

I, Raj Pati W/o Govind Ram 

R/o h. no. 44, Aggarwal gali, 

gohana road Panipat have 

changed my name from Rajbala 

garg to Raj Pati for all future 

purposes. 

I Balram S/O Sh Sumer 

Singh R/O Vill. Dharoli Teh. 

Safidon Distt. Jind Have 

Declared That  My Name 

Changed From Balram To Balram 

Sharma. In Future All Purposes. 

I, Mosam Devi W/o Deepak 

R/o VPO Siswala, PO Rawalwas 

Khurd, Hisar-125001, Haryana 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Mausam to Mosam 

Devi for all future purpose.  

I, Lokender S/o Bhanu 

Singh R/o H. No. 1663, Mast 

Nath Colony, VPO Satrod Kalan, 

Hisar (Haryana) Pin-125006, 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Lokender to Lokender 

Bhati for all future purpose.  

I, Tina Vadehra W/o Krishan 

Kant Vadehra, GHS 25 Flat No 

10 Sector 20 Panchkula, have 

changed name to Tina J Blaggan.  

I,  Mohit Kumar S/o Ishwar 

Parshad Gupta R/o H.No. 1359 

Progressive Society Sector 50B, 

Chandigarh,  have changed my 

name from Mohit to Mohit Kumar. 

I,  Jasvir Singh S/o Inder 

Singh R/o Village Behlu, PO. 

Jindwari, Tehsil Anandpur Sahib, 

Distt. Rupnagar (PB), have 

changed my name to Jasvir 

Singh Bharaj. 

I, Gurmit Singh Kundlas S/o 

Bal Singh, VPO Behrampur Bet, 

Ropar, have  changed name to 

Gurmit Singh. 

I, Manjit Singh S/o Lal 

Singh, Village Fatehpur, 

Fatehgarh Sahib, have changed 

name to  Manjeet Singh, 

I, Kanchan Alias Ravi D/o 

Jaspal Singh, Village Lohar Majra 

Kalan, Fatehgarh Sahib, have 

changed name to Kanchan Rani.  

I,  Shallu  Chawla  W/o 

Pankaj Chawla  R/o H.No 92 

Ward No 29 Katcha Tobha,  

Hoshiarpur,  Punjab,  have 

changed my name Shalu to 

Shallu Chawla. 

I, Saurbh  Sharma  s/o 

Davinder Sharma R/o 368 Kurari 

Mohalla, Kalka  (Panchkula) 

Haryana declare that I have 

changed my daughter’s name 

Varleen to Varleen kaur. 

Concened please note.  

I,   Varun Sharma S/o 

Satinder Kumar  R/o  Village 

Dhamala Pinjore District 

Panchkula Haryana  declare that 

I have changed  my  name from 

Varun to Varun Sharma. 

Concened please note. 

I, Karamjeet Singh s/o 

Gurdeep Singh  R /o  # 455 Sector 

22-A Chandigarh,  have changed 

my minor son's name from Amrit 

Rai to Amrit Veer Singh. 

I, hitherto known as Beena 

W/o Desh Raj R/o Ward No- 25, 

Akash Nagar-2, Chanarthal Road, 

Kurukshetra, PO: Kurukshetra, 

DIST: Kurukshetra, Haryana– 

136118, have changed my name 

and shall hereafter be known as 

Sharda. 

I, Punam Kumari w/o 

Surender kumar r/o h.no.529, 10 

New Colony, Mirzapur, near 

Kurukshetra University, 

Kurukshetra, declare that, I have 

changed my name from Poonam 

to Punam Kumari. 

I, Kuldeep Kumar S/O 

Hansraj R/o house no. 189/14, 

jagdish marg, Shahabad(m), 

DIST: Kurukshetra, Haryana, 

136135, declare that name of my 

minor son has been wrongly 

written as Naman in my minor 

Son name Naman Arora, aged 16 

Years in his 10th Class 

educational documents. The 

actual name of my minor son is 

Naman Arora. 

I, hitherto Known as 

Sukhjider Singh Son of Darshan 

Singh residing at Village Raju 

Bela, District Gurdaspur-143528 

Punjab have changed my name 

and Shall hereafter be known as 

Sukhwinder Singh 

I, Yogita D/o Puran Chand 

R/o Plot No.2, Gali No.7, 

Dashmesh Nagar, Kot Khasla, 

Amritsar have changed my name 

from Yogita to Yogita Bawa 

I, Surjit Singh S/o Gurmej 

Singh R/o H.No.42 Phase 2 

Heaven City Opposite Pingalwara 

Manawala Amritsar have changed 

my name from Surjit Singh to 

Given name Surjit Surname 

Singh. 

I, Kulwant Kaur W/o Surjit 

Singh R/o H.No.42 Phase 2 

Heaven City Opposite Pingalwara 

Manawala Amritsar have changed 

my name from Kulwant Kaur to 

Given Name Kulwant Surname 

Kaur 

I, Rekha W/o Manoj Kumar 

Miglani R/o H.No.110, Dr. Het 

Ram Colony Ward No.80, 

Chownk Naraingarh, Chheharta, 

Amritsar have changed my name 

from Rekha to Rekha Miglani 

I, Prabhjot Kaur W/o Rahul 

Kapur R/o H.No.38-A, Gali No.3, 

Block-C, Guru Amardas Avenue, 

Ajnala Road, Amritsar have 

changed my name from Prabhjot 

Kaur to Prabhjot Kaur Kapur 

I, Balraj Singh S/o Jaskaran 

Singh R/o 47, officers Enclave 

G.T Road, Chheharta, Amritsar 

143105 have changed my name 

from Balraj Singh to Balraj Singh 

Dhillon. All Concerned Please 

Note. 

I, Shma Kumari W/o Kewal 

Krishan R/o 686, S.G Phase-I, 

Majitha Road, Amritsar have 

changed my name from Shma 

Kumari to Shama Kumari 

I, Jujhar Singh S/o Arjan 

Singh R/o H. No. 11, New Janta 

Colony, Sultanwind, Amritsar, Pin-

143006, Punjab, India have 

changed my name from Jujhar 

Singh to Juzar Singh. 

I, Lakhshman Dass S/o 

Nanak Chand R/o 11-A, Taylor 

Road Chander Puri Colony 

District Amritsar have changed 

my name from Lakhshman Dass 

to Lachhman Dass Gupta 

I, Kirandeep Kaur W/o 

Gurwinder Singh R/o H.No.64 Kot 

Saligram Sultanwind Road 

District Amritsar have declare that 

Kirandeep is my Given name and 

Kaur is my Surname 

I, Kirandeep Kaur W/o 

Gurwinder Singh R/o H.No.64 Kot 

Saligram Sultanwind Road 

District Amritsar have change my 

Daughter’s name Gurnaaz Kaur. 

Gurnaaz is her Given name and 

Kaur is her Surname 

I, Sita Devi Alias Sita Rani 

W/o Parshotam Lal R/o 1359/1 

Gali No 20 Ward No 61 Guru 

Nanak Pura Kot Khalsa District 

Amritsar have changed my name 

from Sita Devi Alias Sita Rani to 

Sita Rani 

I, No. 15733677K  L/NK  

Pandit Aswini Kumar Samantray 

of 15 Inf Div Sig Regt C/o 56 APO 

resident of Jaya Gopal Sahi, 

Dhenkanal, Odisha-759001, have 

changed my name from Pandit 

Aswini Kumar Samantray to 

Aswini Kumar Samantray vide 

affidavit no. IN-

PB77189533003437W dated 

06-11-2024, before Notary Public, 

Amritsar 

I, Rajender Kumar S/o 

Kansi Ram, R/o Village Samani, 

Tehsil Thanesar, Distt. 

Kurukshetra have changed my 

name from Rajender Kumar to 

Rajinder. 

I Sarabjit Kaur W/O 

Parmjeet Singh R/O Sadarwala 

(Sri Muktsar Sahib) Have 

Changed My Name To Sarbjit 

Kaur. 

I, Seema Bansal W/O Sh. 

Kuldeep Bansal R/O  House No. 

382 Sector-9 Panchkula Have 

Changed My Name From Seema 

Bansal To Seema Rani. 

I Neha Singh W/O Sh. Vikas 

Singh R/O H. No. D-312, 3rd Floor 

Rail Vihar Mdc-4 Panchkula, 

Haryana,  I Have Changed My 

Name From Neha Singh To Neha 

Chawla. 

I Malaya Kumar Otta S/O 

Hemant Kumar Otta R/O # 129, 

Dreem Home, Kishanpura 

Dhakauli Distt Sas Nagar 

(Mohali), Punjab, India, Pincode 

160104, Have Changed My Name 

From Malay Kumar Otta To 

Malaya Kumar Otta. 

I Naseeb Kaur Mother Of 

Army No 15180497p Rank-Hav - 

Mandeep Singh Resident Of 

Village Ratoul Rohi, Po. 

Sodhiwala, District Ferozepur, 

(Pb) Have Change My Name 

From Naseeb Kaur To Nasib Kaur 

Wide Affidavit Dated 05-11-2024 

Before Executive Magistrate Zira 

(Pb). 

I Balbir Kaur W/O Jagtar 

Singh Vpo Lakhuwal, Tehsil Baba 

Bakala, Distt Amritsar Declared 

That Balbir Kaur, Dalbir Kaur And 

Balbir Kaur Dhillon Both Names 

Of One And Same Person. I 

Known With Both Names. 

I Rita Devi W/O Balwan 

Singh R/O Vpo Munak Karnal 

Inform That Rita Devi And Ritha 

Devi Is One And Same Person. 

That My Correct Name Is Rita 

Devi. 

I Khushdeep Kaur W/O 

Maninderjit Singh Chahal Vill 

Manochahal The Zira, Distt 

Ferozepur Po Mallanwala, Pin 

Code 152021, I Want To Add My 

Surname From Khushdeep Kaur 

To Khushdeep Kaur Chahal 

I Amandip Kaur W/O 

Satinder Singh Vpo Gagrewal, 

Tehsil Khadoor Sahib, Distt Tarn 

Taran Have Changed My Name 

From Amandip Kaur To 

Amandeep Kaur.Concern 

I Amolak Singh Alias Singh 

Amolak Son Of Kashmir Singh 

Resident Of Village Khadur Sahib 

Tehsil Khadur Sahib District Tarn 

Taran Have Changed My Name 

To Singh Amolak. 

I,  Chanda is legally Mother 

of  Manish Verma resident of 23, 

a b road, Kali Mata Mandir, 

Kishanganj, Mhow, Indore (MP) – 

453441 have changed my date of 

birth from 01-07-1960 to 01-01-

1958 vide Affidavit dated 06 Nov 

2024 before Executive Magistrate 

Jalandhar, (PB). 

I, Hitherto Known As Birbal 

Singh S/O Dharam Singh, 

Residing At H.No 130, Gali No 6, 

Kaki Pind Po Dakoha, Jalandhar 

Punjab 144023, Have Changed 

My Name And Shall Hereafter Be 

Known As Birbal. 

It is publicly notified that i 

Bharat Bhushan S/o Sant Ram 

#1273 B-1 Abdullapur Colony 

Pinjore, changed my name to 

Bharat Bhushan Aggarwal.  

I, Nitesh kumar S/o Maha 

Singh R/o Bhodwal Majri (87), 

P.O. Bhodwal Majri, Panipat 

declares that my 10th and 12th 

school certificate my name 

Karana Niteshkumar Mahasingh 

but pan ,aadhar my name Nitesh 

Kumar & Nitesh Kumar both are 

my names. In future, I shall be 

known as Nitesh Kumar. 

I, Surender Singh S/o 

Partap Singh resident of Village 

khandrai Tehsil Gohana Distt 

Sonipat (Haryana) have changed 

my minor daughter name from 

Priyanshi to Priyanshi Kumari for 

all future purposes. 

I, Ritesh Lamboria S/o Sh. 

Bhanwar Lal  R/o Shop No. 9 B, 

Additional Mandi, Sirsa have 

changed my minor son's name 

from Soham to Soham Lamboria. 

Concerned note.  

I, Hardik S/o Sh. Ritesh 

Lamboria R/o Shop No. 9 B, 

Additional Mandi, Sirsa have 

changed my name to Hardik 

Lamboria. Concerned note. 

I, Gurdial Singh Rewalia s/o 

Sh. Beghraj r/o Sirsa have 

changed my name to G S 

Rewalia. Concerned note. 

I, Pranav S/o Viney 

Aggarwal R/o Sirsa, Distt. Sirsa 

changed my name from Pranav to 

Pranav Aggarwal. Concerned 

note. 

I, Akshi Rajnish Dashottar 

D/o Rajnish Dashottar R/o House 

no. 3067/1, Sector 38-D, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name to Akshi Dashottar. 

I Gurmeet Kaur M/o Service 

No. 18008351Y Rank NK Name 

Harjeet Singh R/o Bhinder Khurd, 

P.O Bhinder, Distt. Moga, Punjab 

142041.have changed my DOB 

from 19/05/1974 To 01/01/1965. 

I, Priyanka Negi legally 

spouse of Ashish Negi presently 

residing at 356 /3 Lane -1, 

Dharampur, Dehradun, 

Uttarakhand have changed my 

Name from Priyanka Negi to 

Priyanka Ramola Vide Affdidavit 

Dated 24-10-2024 Before Court 

Session Dehradun. 

I Pushpa Gupta W/o 

Krishan Kumar Gupta R/o 

6071/16, Badri Prashad Building, 

Machi Mohalla, Ambala 

Cantt.have changed my Name 

from Pushpa Devi To Pushpa 

Gupta. 

I Krishan Kumar Gupta S/o 

Dharam Chand Gupta R/o 

6071/16, Badri Prashad Building, 

Machi Mohalla, Ambala 

Cantt.have changed my Name 

from Krishan Kumar To Krishan 

Kumar Gupta. 

I, Babita Rani W/O Rakesh 

Singh Residence Of Plot No 37, 

Sec B, Lane No 06, Defence 

Colony Ambala Cantt (Haryana). 

I Have Changed My Name From 

Babita Chauhan To Babita Rani. 

I K Jayamma M/o Service 

No. 14656871A Rank Nk Name 

Rajashekhara Reddy K R/o VPO  

C.Donakonda, Distt. Prakasam, 

State Andhra Pradesh,Pin 

523336.have changed my Name 

from K Jayamma To Kanumarla 

Jayamma. 

I Roshan Lal, son of Shri 

Maya Ram, resident of village 

Hansala, tehsil Thanesar district 

Kurukshetra, permanent 

resident. I declare that in some of 

my documents my name is 

Roshan Lal while in some my 

name is Roshan Mastana. That's 

why both Roshan Lal and 

Roshan Mastana are my names. 

Please note regarding this. 

I, Vaibhav s/o Shri Roshan 

Lal, resident of village Hansala, 

Tehsil Thanesar, District 

Kurukshetra. I am changing my 

name from Vaibhav to Vaibhav 

Mastana. Now I will be known as 

Vaibhav Mastana. 

I Chandrapal Singh Tomar 

S/o Sh. Jagdish Singh Tomar R/o 

Vill Ruphati,Tehsil Ambah, Distt. 

Murena,M.P.have changed my 

Daughter Name from Kumari 

Priyanshi To Priyanshi Tomar & 

my 2nd Daughter Aman Kumari 

To Aman Tomar. 

I Bhawana Thakur is legally 

D/o JC No. 295819K Rank Nb 

Sub (GNR), Name Girdhari Lal 

R/o Village Koon (Mehani), P.O 

Gharan, Tehsil Sadar, Distt. 

Mandi, H.P, Pin 175124.have 

changed my Name from 

Bhawani Thakur To Bhawana 

Thakur. 

I Reeta Rani W/o Kuldeep 

Singh R/o 12, Mansurpur, 

Ambala. have changed my 

Name from Reeta Rani To Reeta 

Devi. 

I Raj Rangray W/o Vijay 

Rangray R/o 146 Mahesh Nagar 

Ambala Cantt Distt. Ambala 

Haryana that I have changed my 

name from Raj Rani to Raj 

Rangray. Concerned note. 

I, Naveen Bassi S/o Sushil 

Bassi R/o 59,  Sector - 2 A, 

Adarsh Nagar, Mandi 

Gobindgarh. Tehsil Amloh, 

District Fatehgarh. Have 

Changed my name Naveen 

Bassi to Navin Bassi . 

I, Rajesh Bagla S/o Sh. 

Manohar Lal Bagla R/o H. No. 

254, Gali Petrol Pump Wali, 

Khanna Colony, Sirsa (Haryana). 

That I have changed my name 

from Rajesh Kumar to Rajesh 

Bagla, in future my name is to be 

called as Rajesh Bagla. 

I, Diksha Goyal W/o Sh. 

Raman Goyal R/o H.No. 107, 

Ward No. 10, Bhadra Bazar, 

Sirsa (Haryana). That I have 

changed my name from Diksha 

Mittal to Diksha Goyal , in future 

my name is to be called as 

Diksha Goyal. 

I, Pushpender, son of Sh. 

Balraj,  am a resident of Village - 

Dubaldhan (K), Tehsil - Beri, 

District - Jhajjar. For all future 

purposes, my name has been 

changed from Pushpender to 

Pushpender Kadian. I shall now 

be known as Pushpender Kadian 

everywhere. 

I Jagroop Singh S/O Lal 

Singh R/O Vill. Umariana Distt. 

Moga Have Changed My Name 

To Jagroop Singh Sandhu. 

I Baljit Kaur W/O Jagroop 

Singh Sandhu R/O Vill. 

Umariana Distt. Moga Have 

Changed My Name To Baljit Kaur 

Sandhu. 

I Abisekh S/O Balvir Ram 

R/O Vpo. Phuglana District 

Hoshiarpur Have Changed My 

Name From Abisekh To Abisekh 

Kumar. 

I Riya Rai W/O Gurpreet 

Singh R/O HS Simran Niwas, 

New Chahal Nagar, Phagwara, 

District Kapurthala Have 

Changed Minor Daughter's 

Name Gurnoor Kaur To Gurnoor 

Kaur Rai. 

I Sahil Kumar S/O Des Raj 

R/O Vill. Indna Kalaske P.O. 

Dosanjh Kalan Tehsil Phillaur 

Distt. Jalandhar Have Changed 

My Name From Sahil To Sahil 

Kumar. 

I Jaskaran Singh S/O 

Lakhwinder Singh R/O Patti 

Sand Ki Vpo. Bhinder Kalan 

Distt. Moga 142042 Have 

Changed My Name From 

Jaskaran Singh To Singh 

Jaskaran And Singh Is As My 

Surname And Jaskaran As My 

Given Name. 

I Amandeep Kaur Sandhu 

D/O Sukhdev Singh R/O Vpo. 

Kapure Distt. Moga Have 

Changed My Name To 

Amandeep Kaur. 

I Jasvir Kaur And Jasbir 

Kaur W/O Puran Singh R/O Vpo. 

Akhara Tehsil Jagraon Distt. 

Ludhiana Am Known By Above 

Both Names. 

I Rajinder Kumar S/O 

Bhagat Ram, R/O Mohalla Dr. 

Ambedkar, V.P.O. Bajwara 

Kalan, Distt. Hoshiarpur, Punjab 

Declare That My Given Name As 

Rajinder And Surname As 

Kumar. 

I, Ajay Pal Singh Jajuha s/o 

Iqbal Singh r/o H.No 404, Sector 

46A chandigarh have Changed 

My Name Ajay Pal Singh. 

Classifieds

LOST AND FOUND

Continuity Pg. No. 04

CHANGE OF NAME
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Sikhism’s highest temporal
seat, the Akal Takht, on

Wednesday convened a meet-

ing to discuss the political and
religious future of Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) president
and Punjab’s former Deputy
Chief Minister Sukhbir Singh
Badal. The gathering, which
included several prominent
Sikh scholars and intellectuals,
was organized by Akal Takht
Jathedar Giani Raghbir Singh
at the Sri  Akal Takht
Secretariat with the meeting
focusing on Sukhbir’s being
declared ‘tankhaiya’ — one
who has violated Sikh reli-
gious codes — a status con-
ferred on August 30 due to
actions taken during his lead-
ership from 2007 to 2017.

Sukhbir’s status as
‘tankhaiya’ stemmed from his
alleged role in decisions that
the Akal Takht believed
harmed the image and inter-
ests of the Sikh panth (com-
munity). His actions during
his tenure as SAD president
and Deputy Chief Minister
have been criticized for pur-
portedly causing a rift within
the Sikh community and lead-
ing to SAD’s political decline.
This designation marked a
significant setback for Sukhbir,
as it impacted both his reli-
gious standing and his lead-
ership within the SAD, chal-
lenging his influence among
Sikh voters and supporters.

While the Akal Takht has
withheld specifics, a detailed
letter from SAD dissidents
highlighted controversial deci-
sions that contributed to
Sukhbir’s tankhaiya status.
Chief among these is his
alleged involvement in secur-
ing an attempted pardon for
Dera Sacha Sauda leader
Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh,
who faced serious backlash
within the Sikh community
for imitating the tenth Sikh
Guru in 2007. The attempt to
seek forgiveness for Ram

Rahim, seen as a blasphe-
mous act by many, reported-
ly left lasting damage on the
SAD’s relationship with Sikh
voters, especially in rural
Punjab.

Additionally, detractors
accuse Sukhbir of insufficient
action following the 2015 sac-
rilege incidents in Bargari,
where sacred texts were des-
ecrated — a pivotal issue in
Punjab politics. As the Home
Minister at the time, critics
claimed Sukhbir’s inaction
deepened mistrust among
Sikhs, who felt the sacrilege
cases were inadequately inves-
tigated. These incidents, crit-
ics argued, not only under-
mined Sikh faith but also
damaged the SAD’s standing
as a panthic (Sikh-centered)
political party.

During the meeting, the
Sikh scholars and intellectuals
presented their views on
Sukhbir’s case, emphasizing
the importance of holding
leaders accountable to Sikh
values, particularly those
holding high office within
the panth.

Jathedar Giani Raghbir
Singh, along with Jathedars
from Takht Sri Damdama
Sahib and Takht Sri Kesgarh
Sahib, stressed that discus-
sions with Sikh scholars was
aimed at gathering collective
insights before making any
formal decisions. The meeting
represented a broader con-
sultation process within Sikh
leadership aimed at ensuring
community sentiments are
reflected in the Akal Takht’s
ultimate decision.
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The Akal Takht intended
to continue consultations with
other Sikh organizations,

Gurdwara committees, and
panthic entit ies before
announcing Sukhbir’s fate.
The next phase of deliberation
will involve the five ‘Singh
Sahibans’ (the heads of Sikh
Takhts) who may convene a
conclusive meeting to decide
on Sukhbir’s punishment.
Soon, the Jathedars (head
priests) of all five Sikh Takhts
are expected to convene, and
Sukhbir Badal may be sum-
moned to discuss further
actions.
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In Sikhism, “Tankhaiya”

status is given to those who
have violated religious prin-
ciples. This decision is made
by Akal Takht, Sikhs’ highest
temporal seat. Once declared
‘tankhaiya’, individuals can
request forgiveness in front of
the Sikh community and have
their actions reviewed in the
presence of the Guru Granth
Sahib, with punishments
decided accordingly.

Receiving a ‘tankhaiya’
punishment can result in
social exclusion, with Sikhs
refraining from socializing,
conducting marital arrange-
ments, or participating in
events at the individual’s
home. Recently, SAD decided
against contesting bypolls to
four assembly segments in
Punjab after Akal Takht clar-
ified that Sukhbir Badal can-
not campaign for his party.
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According to Akal Takht
guidelines, those declared
“tankhaiya” in the Sikh com-
munity often receive duties in
Gurdwaras as a form of pen-
itence. Such tasks may include
cleaning shoes, washing uten-
sils, or sweeping floors.
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The Punjab Government
has announced that sug-

arcane crushing in the state
will begin from November 25
onwards. The decision was
made during a meeting of the
State Sugarcane Control
Board, chaired by Punjab
Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare Minister Gurmeet
Singh Khudian on Wednesday.

Khudian said that Punjab
has witnessed a 5% increase in
the area under sugarcane crop.
This year, sugarcane crop has
been cultivated on 1 lakh
hectares area, which is up
from around 95,000 hectares
previous year. There are 15
sugar mills in Punjab, com-
prising nine cooperative and
six private mills, which are
expected to crush around 700
lakh quintals of sugarcane.
The state is projected to pro-
duce 62 lakh quintals of sugar
this season, he added.

The Agriculture Minister
directed the officials con-
cerned to ensure that all
arrangements are in place
before the commencement of
crushing operations, while
emphasising that farmers
should not face any inconve-
nience in selling their produce
and timely payments should
also be made to them.

 
���	������!�""###���
��
�����	�����	
����
�	��
�
�������$�%�	������

In the current paddy pro-
curement season Rs. 22,047
Crore have been credited into
the accounts of the farmers
and 105 Lakh Metric Tonne
(LMT) of paddy out of 111

LMT arriving in the mandis,
stand procured, a statement
said on Wednesday.

As regards the aspect of
lifting, 6.18 LMT paddy was
lifted on Tuesday which is an
achievement from a single-day
point of view and the total lift-
ing till now stands at 64,55,000
LMT which comes around to
nearly 62 percent. Food, Civil
Supplies & Consumer Affairs
Minister Lal Chand
Kataruchak said that out of the
5086 rice mills in the state,
4792 have applied for the
allotment and 4579 mills have
been allotted which is a clear
proof that this 6th procure-
ment season of the present
State Government would also
turn out to be a very success-
ful one.

The Minister said that this
time, the state got the target to
procure 185 LMT and the
State Government has made
elaborate arrangements for
190 LMT whether in the form
of Bardana or monetary form.
Last year the Union
Government had imposed
value cut on the crop brought
by the farmers in the mandis
but the Punjab Government
paid Rs. 190 Crore out of its
own pocket to the farmers so
as to make sure that they do
not suffer financially, said the
Minister adding that the State
Government had given huge
relief to the rice millers also
whether it is the issue of CMR
security or any other.
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As Punjab’s four assembly
seats — Barnala, Dera Baba

Nanak, Chabbewal, and
Gidderbaha — prepare for the
November 20 by-elections, the
political battlefield is set to ignite.
Next week, major party leaders
are expected to storm the cam-
paign grounds, intensifying an
already-heated race as they rally
support, stake claims, and press
home their agendas. With the
ruling Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
and Congress mobilizing, this
fierce contest will determine the
future of these strategic con-
stituencies.
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For the BJP, Gujarat’s former
Chief Minister and Punjab BJP
in-charge Vijay Rupani has
already arrived to coordinate
efforts, meeting with local lead-
ers to shape strategies. Over the
next three days, he will traverse
these constituencies to energize
the saffron brigade.

Additionally, the BJP’s list of
40-star campaigners is poised to
launch rallies across these bat-
tlegrounds. Senior BJP figure and
Union Minister Ravneet Singh
Bittu, who has been actively
campaigning in Gidderbaha and
soon to be in Barnala, brings
clout to the campaign, leveraging
BJP’s recent 18 percent vote
share in Lok Sabha elections to
boost confidence. With the
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
absent from the race this time, the
BJP eyes the SAD’s voter base,

hoping to capitalize on a voter
base formerly aligned with its 10-
year alliance with SAD until
2017.

Among BJP’s prominent
candidates, former Finance
Minister and five-time MLA
Manpreet Singh Badal is running
in Gidderbaha, with senior lead-
ers like Avinash Rai Khanna and
Dyal Singh Sodhi overseeing
the campaign in this constituen-
cy. Besides, former Congress
MLA Kewal Singh Dhillon is
contesting from Barnala assem-
bly seat; former Akali leader
Ravi Karan
Singh Kahlon
is vying for
Dera Baba Nanak seat, and for-
mer Akali Minister Sohan Sisngh
Thandal from Chabbewal. BJP’s
emphasis on experienced leaders
signaled its strategic investment
in these elections as a test of its
expanding presence in Punjab.
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The ruling AAP, meanwhile,
has also entered the fray with its
signature vigour. Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann has
been holding rallies across all
constituencies, reaching out to
constituents with promises of sus-
tained development under AAP’s
Government. AAP’s national
convenor and Delhi’s former
Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal
is expected to join from
November 9. Kejriwal’s schedule
includes campaigning in
Chabbewal and Dera Baba
Nanak on November 9, followed
by Gidderbaha and Barnala the
next day, further underscoring
AAP’s commitment to securing

a stronghold in these areas.
Mann and Kejriwal aim to

showcase the achievements of
AAP’s government over the past
two and a half years, reinforcing
AAP's popularity and appealing
directly to voters with promises
of continued development.  This
byelection is significant for AAP
as it could consolidate their
political standing, particularly
since these by-elections have
symbolic importance for the rul-
ing government in Punjab. AAP
has already placed constituency
managers and Ministers on the

ground, ensuring
that its campaign
is visible and con-

sistent across all regions.
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On the Congress front, local
leaders are leading efforts with
the support of the newly-formed
strategic planning committee,
coordinated by senior leader
Pratap Singh Bajwa. The leader
of the opposition in Vidhan
Sabha, Bajwa has taken up a piv-
otal role as the committee’s coor-
dinator, alongside seven other
senior leaders. Congress, in con-
trast to BJP’s reliance on high-
profile figures, has adopted a
grassroots approach, focusing
on strengthening its appeal
among local voters. The party has
established a committee of senior
leaders to oversee campaign
activities, banking on strong
community ties and grassroots
mobilization to sway voters.  The
grand old party has emphasized
grassroots outreach over nation-
al influence, aiming to rally local
support and target undecided

voters, especially in rural areas.
Though lacking the media-heavy
presence of other parties,
Congress is methodically build-
ing its base, highlighting its com-
mitment to addressing local con-
cerns.
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While the Akali Dal has
opted out of the race, its legacy
remains a critical factor in shap-
ing voter sentiment. In fact, its
decision to abstain from these by-
elections has reshaped the com-
petition. Having governed
Punjab in alliance with the BJP
from 2007 to 2017, SAD’s with-
drawal from these by-elections
opens a vacuum — providing an
opening for other parties to
attract its loyal voter base. SAD’s
absence could potentially frag-
ment its traditional voter base,
offering an opportunity for BJP
to consolidate support.  Although
many SAD leaders and support-
ers reportedly desire a renewed
alliance with the BJP, this election
is an opportunity for the BJP to
gauge the strength of its inde-
pendent appeal in SAD’s strong-
hold regions.

Additionally, the lack of
SAD representation could influ-
ence how Sikh voters, particularly
those who align with the party’s
panthic (religious) values, par-
ticipate in this election. With
campaigns in full swing, voters
can anticipate an action-packed
final stretch as party leaders
rally on ground, making pledges
and firing up supporters. As
Punjab’s four constituencies brace
for the election day, the stakes are
higher than ever.
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After the pomp and show of
Diwali where celebration is

the key and materialism rules
the roost, comes the festival of
Chhath in which the devotees
connect with the Supreme
Being through tough rituals,
strong belief, and solemnity.
The festival and the vrat hon-
ours and remembers the nat-
ural forces which have been
sustaining the human body,
mind and spirit since the dawn
of civilization. This is the coun-
try's only festival in which
prayers are offered not only to
the rising sun but also to the
setting sun. The symbolism is
inherent – never forget one
who is down and out.

Unlike other festivals, there
may not be any structured
myth or tale associated with
Chhath as it evolved naturally
over centuries.  It is a festival of
prayer and propitiation
observed with extreme solem-
nity. Spirituality is inherent in
the numerous observations

rather than celebration. It is the
inner self and its purification
which is the core of the festival.
People observing the vrat, fast
without food and water for 36
hours. The idea is to purify
their body and spirit in the
process. Only after all the
numerous rituals are complete
is the person permitted to have
his food which reinforces their
belief in nature and its numer-
ous bounties.

Thanksgiving and seeking
blessings from the forces of
nature - Sun God, Mother
Earth and the river (water) is
the core of the festival. The peo-
ple believe that the wish of a
devotee who has followed all
the prescribed rituals is always
fulfilled.

Like other festivals, differ-
ent devotees seek different
meanings from the festival and
have their own interpretations.
For many, it is Chhathi Maiyya
whom they honour, giving a
feminine touch to the worship
of the sun God. But the basic
premise that nature is all pow-
erful and human beings a small

part of this nature, is never lost.
It also reminds us of the days
when human civilization was
confined to the river banks and
sustained itself only through
the forces of nature.

The strict discipline during
the festival means that people
go for a strict salt-less vegetar-
ian diet cooked in earthen ves-
sels a day after Diwali. The
devotees sleep on floor and
wear unstitched clothes. In the
evening, in the midst of the set-
ting sun, holy water and milk
are poured into the river or a
water body (argya), and bless-
ings of God are sought for the
entire family. The devotees
stand in knee-deep water per-
forming this ritual.

Interestingly, there is hard-
ly any mythology behind the
Chhat puja and there are no
religious books that define how
the puja has to be carried out.
This has been traditionally car-
ried over through the cen-
turies by word of mouth and
imitations, passing from one
generation to the other without
losing its essential meaning.

A unique element of Chhat
is its universality among all
castes and communities among
Hindus of Bihar and eastern
UP. People living in those areas
have taken this festival to wher-
ever they live, in India or
abroad.

The offerings to the gods
make it clear that twice in the
year, at the time of harvesting
season (Chait and Kartik) peo-
ple thank their creator for
providing them ample food.
The offerings include thekua
made of wheat flour, all sea-
sonal vegetables, gram,
coconut, lemon, sugar cane
and milk. The offerings are
made in new baskets made of
green bamboo.

Every activity and offering
is natural, derived from the five
elements of nature – earth, fire,
sky, water and air – the five pil-
lars of life. Chhat also is a sym-
bol of Hindu philosophy which
says that a person is made of
these five elements and then
dissolves himself in those five
elements after his life cycle
comes to an end.
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Afresh controversy has erupt-
ed in Punjab following a

recent directive by the Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security (BCAS)
which bans Sikh employees at
Indian airports from wearing the
kirpan due to security con-
cerns. Issued on October 30, this
order has raised significant
protests, with prominent reli-
gious and political figures con-
demning it as a violation of reli-
gious freedom.

The directive, which was
communicated to airport staff
just a day prior, has ignited wide-
spread outrage. Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC), known as
Sikhs’ mini parliament, on
Wednesday condemned the
directives barring Amritdhari
Sikh employees from wearing
religious symbols, including the
kirpan, while on duty at airports.

SGPC president Harjinder
Singh Dhami called the move
discriminatory, stating that it
infringes on religious rights and
undermines Sikh contributions
to India’s independence. He
described the decision as a
“push against Sikhs” and a vio-
lation of their religious rights.

In a letter to Civil Aviation
Minister Rammohan Naidu, he

urged the Government to revoke
the order immediately, asserting
that such policies disrespect the
Sikh community and its sacri-
fices. Dhami emphasized the
importance of respecting reli-
gious freedom in India’s diverse
society.

“The Government of India
should remember the sacrifices
Sikhs made for the country’s
freedom. It is disheartening to
see the very community that
fought for this nation facing such
discrimination on its own soil,”
he said, adding that policies
infringing on religious senti-
ments should be avoided, and
governments should uphold
respect for the diverse faiths
within the nation.

Takht Sri Damdama Sahib
jathedar (high priest) Giani
Harpreet Singh also voiced his
strong opposition to the order,
stating that the kirpan is a
sacred symbol in Sikhism, rep-
resenting both spiritual and
physical readiness.

He argued that forbidding
Sikh employees from wearing it
while on duty violates their
constitutional rights to practice
their faith. He further empha-
sized that such decisions had
previously caused distress with-
in the Sikh community, and he
called for a more respectful
handling of religious symbols.

The controversy is not just
confined to religious circles.
Youth Akali Dal (YAD) presi-
dent Sarabjeet Singh Jhinjer has
also criticized the BCAS order,
describing it as an attack on Sikh
identity and an infringement on
the religious freedoms guaran-
teed under India’s Constitution.

Jhinjer urged both the Civil
Aviation Ministry and the BCAS
to revoke the directive, asserting
that the kirpan is one of the five
articles of faith (the ‘Five Ks’)
central to Sikhism, and banning
it would only perpetuate reli-
gious discrimination.

This is not the first time that
Sikh religious symbols have
been at the center of airport-
related controversies. In 2022,
the Ministry of Civil Aviation
issued a similar order prohibit-
ing Sikh employees from carry-
ing kirpans at airports. After fac-
ing backlash, including from the
Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee
(SGPC), the Ministry had to
retract its decision.

Historical incidents fur-
ther highlighted the sensitivity
of this issue. In 2017, farmer
leaders traveling through Delhi
Airport were stopped from
boarding their flight due to
their kirpans, with security cit-
ing safety concerns. Similar
incidents have occurred in the

past, sparking protests from the
Sikh community, which
claimed that such restrictions
are rooted in a broader pattern
of intolerance.

Religious groups, along with
political and social organiza-
tions, are also questioning the
need for such directives. The
Amritsar Vikas Manch and Fly
Amritsar Initiative have stressed
that while security is para-
mount, it must not come at the
cost of religious freedom. They
argued that any policy should
strike a balance between safety
concerns and the rights of indi-
viduals to freely practice their
religion.

In line with current regula-
tions, Sikh passengers are
allowed to carry kirpans on
domestic flights within India,
provided that the length of the
kirpan does not exceed 23 cm
(nine inches) and the blade is no
longer than 15 cm (six inches).
However, the new order barring
Sikh employees from wearing
the kirpan, while on duty, has
only fueled further debate.

As the controversy contin-
ues to unfold, the Sikh com-
munity and its supporters are
demanding that the govern-
ment and aviation authorities
rethink their stance, respecting
both security protocols and reli-
gious freedoms.
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Moving forward in capacity
building and crime control,

Haryana Police have made sig-
nificant strides by expanding its
dog squad. The squad's strength
has been increased from 36 to 63
trained dogs, each equipped
with advanced training to aid in
solving crimes and catching
criminals.

Director General of Police
(DGP) Shatrujeet Kapur on
Wednesday said that from
January to October 2024, the
State Police Dog Squad con-
tributed to the resolution of 24
cases, leading to the seizure of
substantial quantities of nar-
cotics. These include 24.45 kg
marijuana, 17.18 grams heroin,
42.45 grams smack, 10.572 kg
poppy husk, and 62 grams cha-
ras.

Kapur explained that the
State Police utilise three types of
dogs, based on their specific
skills: First is the tracker dogs that
assist investigating officers in
cases like thefts and murders.
They are mainly labrador breeds
and are managed by the state
crime branch. The second is the
explosive detection dogs used for
VIP security and bomb detection
at suspicious locations, these
labradors are managed by the
CID. And the third was the nar-
cotics dogs, specialized in detect-
ing drugs in various locations like
buildings, vehicles, and open
spaces, these dogs play a crucial
role in narcotics control.
Currently, State Police have a
total of 63 dogs, with five
deployed in the state Narcotics
Control Bureau and 58 across all
districts. Each dog is handled by
a dedicated dog handler and
assistant dog handler. The squad

includes three main breeds:
Belgian Shepherds, German
Shepherds, and labradors, all of
which receive high-quality care
and maintenance.

The narcotics dogs are
acquired from specialised firms
when they are three to six
months old, undergo medical
examinations, and receive a rig-
orous six-month narcotics train-
ing course before deployment.

After about 10 to 11 years of
service, these dogs retire, at
which point handlers and assis-

tant handlers are given the first
option to adopt them. If declined,
the dogs are placed with NGOs
or organisations. The DGP said
the importance of the dog squad
in crime control, adding their
training programmes are spe-
cially designed to improve detec-
tion skills and assist in bringing
offenders to justice. The squad
also performs demonstrations on
Republic Day and Independence
Day, showcasing the dogs’ skills
in crime prevention and public
safety, DGP added.
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Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on

Wednesday announced that
under the Mukhyamantri
Gramin Awas Yojana, the state
government will soon give
100-square-yard plots to two
lakh eligible beneficiaries as
directions have been given to
complete the necessary proce-
dures. Under this scheme, five
lakh people in the state applied
for plots, and all eligible bene-
ficiaries will be allotted 100-
square-yard plots in a phase-
wise manner, he added.

The Chief Minister fur-
ther said that to fulfill the elec-
tion promise of providing Rs.
2,100 to women, officers have
been directed to put the neces-
sary systems in place, and
women across the state will
soon receive this benefit.  He
said this after visiting various
villages namely Umri, Mathana,
Dabkhera, Wadechpur, and
Chhaulundi of Ladwa assembly
constituency following a deci-
sive election win in the recent
assembly election. He also
expressed his gratitude to the
people for giving their mandate
to the present state government.

During his visit, he inter-
acted with the sparanches, and
village people and announced
grants of Rs 21 lakh each for the
villages namely Mathana,
Dabkheda, Wadechpur, and
Chhaulundi.

Saini said the government’s
efforts to extend the benefits of
the ‘Ayushman Bharat and
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana’
schemes to the last person in
society, purchase crops at
Minimum Support Price
(MSP), provide timely com-

pensation to farmers, and
strengthen road infrastructure.
Also, as soon as the state gov-
ernment was formed, free dial-
ysis facilities were provided
for patients.

He said that to fulfill elec-
toral promises, the state gov-
ernment took a decision to
offer government jobs to 25,000
youth, without any recom-
mendations, before the official
swearing-in. Taking a jibe at the
opposition, the Chief Minister
said that many leaders had

promised government jobs to
their favourites during the elec-
tions, but the public made its
stance clear by voting in favour
of the present state govern-
ment.

He said that under the
Mukhyamantri Shehri Awas
Yojana, the state government
has issued offer letters to pro-
vide 30-square-yard plots to
15,430 people across 14 cities
and is implementing a plan to
provide 50-square-yard plots to
10,000 people in large villages.
The Haryana government has
also fulfilled its promise to pro-
vide gas cylinders for Rs. 500
to families with an income
below Rs. 180,000. He said that
due to the government's welfare
policies, the BJP will form the
government again in 2029, and
Congress will again be shown
doors by the people of state.

Saini said that during the
assembly elections in Haryana,
every single grain of the farm-
ers' crops was procured hassle-
free at Minimum Support Price
(MSP). Meanwhile, despite
there being no elections in
Punjab, the Punjab govern-
ment neither purchased the
farmers' crops nor provided
them with the designated price.
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I, Indra Rani W/o Ramesh 

Chand R/o 134/8, Near Civil 

Hospital Pehowa, District 

Kurukshetra, Haryana, India. In 

some of my documents my 

name is recorded as Indra Rani 

and Indu Sangar. I am known 

by both names. 

I, Sahil Kumar S/o Kailash 

Chand Vill.Gadra Patti, Balu, 

Kaithal have Changed my 

given name Sahil Surname 

Kumar 

I, Premsingh Mansasingh 

Dhillon S/O Mansa Singh 

resident of 8 Vill Chaurmastpur 

Distt Ambala have changed my 

name to Prem Singh. 

I, Kirna Devi W/O  

Pardeep Kumar R/O  H No 431 

Ward No 5 Nanyola Distt 

Ambala That I have change my  

name to Kiran Devi 

I, Surinder Kaur Surname 

Ghotra W/o Gurbhajan Singh 

R/o Gobind Nagar, Pehowa, 

Kurukshetra Have Changed My 

Given Name Surinder Surname  

Kaur. 

I, Mukesh Kumar S/o Om 

Prakash R/o VIkas Nagar, 

Ismailabad,Sub Tehsil 

Ismailabad, Kurukshetra Have 

Changed My Name Mukesh 

Kansal . 

I, Karamvir Singh Service 

No. 4485942x Rank Hav 

Vll.Kheri Shahidan, Tehsil 

Pehowa, Kurukshetra Have 

Changed my Son Name From 

Gurjoot Singh to Gurjot Singh 

In My Service Record. 

I, Kavita Bhatia w/o Navel 

Kishore Chopra r/o H.No. 55, 

Guru Harkrishan Nagar, 

Phagwara, Distt. Kapurthala-

144401, Punjab have changed 

my name from Kavita Bhatia to 

Kavita Chopra, after marriage. 

I, Anita Rani W/o Roop 

Singh R/o Village Chak 

Bahmanian, Distt. Jalandhar, 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Anita Rani to Rani Anita 

(Given name as Anita & 

Surname as Rani). 

I, Anita Rani W/o Roop 

Singh R/o Village Chak 

Bahmanian, Distt. Jalandhar, 

Punjab have changed my minor 

son name from Sahil Singh to 

Singh Sahil (Given name as 

Sahil & Surname as Singh. 

I, Anita Rani W/o Roop 

Singh R/o Village Chak 

Bahmanian, Distt. Jalandhar, 

Punjab have changed my minor 

daughter name from Muskan 

Kaur to Kaur Muskan (Given 

name as Muskan & Surname 

as Kaur. 

I, hitherto Known as Raj 

Rani W/o Brij Lal R/o Vill. 

Sunner Khurd, Po. Rurki, Teh. 

Phillaur, Distt. Jalandhar, 

Punjab, 144311 have changed 

my name and shall hereafter be 

known as Raj. 

I, Gurbakhash Singh S/O 

Joginder Singh Resident Of 

Vill- Rosse, Po- Pakiwan, 

Tehsil- Kalanaur, Distt- 

Gurdaspur, State- Punjab, Pin 

Code 143604. I Have Changed 

My Name From Gurbakhsh 

Singh To Gurbakhash Singh. 

I, Bhinya Ram S/O 

Devram R/O Village Dewatra, 

Post Office- Dewatra, Tehsil- 

Bhopalgarh, Distt- Jodhpur, 

State- Rajasthan Pin Code 

342606 India. Declare That In 

My Army Service Record My 

Mother Name Puri Devi Is 

Wrong. But My Mother Name 

Puri Is Correct. Vide Affidavit 

No.In-Pb77167569091756w 

Dated 06-11-2024. Before 

Notary Public Gurdaspur 

Punjab. 

I, No 9211958Y Ex Hav 

(Hony Nb Sub) Chhajju Ram 

resident of Village Phangtoli, 

P.O. Karoli, Tehsil & Distt 

Pathankot (Punjab) have 

changed my name from 

Chhajju Ram to Chhaju Ram 

vide IN-PB76983946188475W 

Dated 06 NOV 2024 before 

Executive Magistrate 

Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, Sonu Akashdeep Singh 

S/o Sulakhan Singh R/o VPO 

Baba Bakala, Tehsil Baba 

Bakala, Distt. Amritsar, I have 

changed my name to Sonu 

Akashdeep as given name and 

Singh as surname. 

I Mahavir Singh S/O Tilak 

Shiri Vpo Rayya, Tehsil Baba 

Bakala, Distt Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From 

Mahavir Singh To Mahavir. 

I, Pardeep Singh S/o Ajit 

Singh R/o Vill: Patti Chhodian 

(Budhobarkat) Po. Chhangla 

Teh-Dasuya (Hoshiarpur) Pb, 

have changed my name as 

Singh Pardeep. 

I Ram Lal S/O Balu Ram 

R/O Garle Dhaha Teh 

Balachaur Distt Sbs Nagar 

Have Changed My Minor Son 

Name Deepak As Given Name 

Mahey As Surname. 

I, Mangal S/o Karnail 

Singh R/o Vpo. Chuharwal 

(Villa Kothi) Po. Lakhan Kalan 

(Kapurthala) have changed my 

name from Mangal to Mangal 

Singh. 

I, Monika Rani W/o 

Navdeep Devgan R/o Bharana 

(Ferozepur) have changed my 

name to Monika Rani Devgan 

(after marriage) 

I, Manjinder Singh S/o 

Malkit Singh R/o Bedi Nagar 

Moga (Moga) have changed 

my minor son name from 

Eknoorpreet Singh Bedi to 

Eknoor Preet Singh Bedi. 

I, Basant Kaur W/o Sh. 

Gobind Singh, Village Shahpur, 

P.O.Hamidpur, Tehsil 

Naraingarh, Distt. Ambala, 

have changed my name from 

Basant Kaur to Gurvinder Kaur. 

I Hitherto Known As Ram 

Bol S/O Sh. Saroop Singh 

Residing At Vill. & P.O. Behbal 

Manj, Tehsil Mukerian, Distt. 

Hoshiarpur, Punjab Have 

Changed My Name And Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As Bol 

Ram. 

I, Daljeet Kaur W/o Abjit 

Singh Dhiman R/o H.No.90, 

W.No.18, Roop Nagar, Khanna 

(Ludhiana) have changed my 

name to Daljeet Kaur Dhiman. 

I Seema chawala W/o 

Gurmeet Singh r/o h.no 146 

Baba deep singh colony I/s 

chatti wind gate Amritsar have 

changed my name Seema 

chawala to seema. 

I Gurmit Arora S/o Pritpal 

singh R/o h.no 146 Baba deep 

singh colony I/s chatti wind gate 

Amritsar have changed my 

name Gurmit Arora to Gurmeet 

Singh. 

I Jugraj Singh S/o 

Harbans singh R/o village 

Mallah tehsil & district Tarn 

Taran I have changed my given 

name to Jugraj and surname to 

Singh. 

I Anmolpreet Siingh S/O 

Resham Singh R/O Vill 

Shahbazpur Teh & Distt Tarn 

Taran Punjab Declare That I 

Have Changed My Name To 

Anmolpreet Singh. 

I, Gurmit Ram S/o 

Jhalman R/o Vpo. Bir Powad 

Teh-Phagwara (Kapurthala) 

have changed my minor girl 

name from Nikisha Mehmi to 

Nikisha Mehmi Ram. 

I, Manjit Kaur W/O 

Chamkaur Singh R/O 139/5-C, 

Block-D3, Acme Heights Ex-1, 

Nijjer Road, Chhaju Majra 

Colony, Kharar (S.A.S. Nagar), 

Punjab, Have Changed My 

Name To Maninder Kaur. 

I, Nirmal Singh Karwal S/o 

Karnail Singh R/o Jaitu 

(Faridkot) have changed my 

name to Nirmal Singh. 

I, Simerjeet Kaur Bhullar 

W/o Lakhwinder Singh R/o 

Romana Ajit Singh (Faridkot) 

have changed my name to 

Simerjeet Kaur after marriage. 

I, Jobala J w/o No. 

15785768W, Hav, John M of 

408 Gun Msl Regt residing of 

Village Ezudesam Po. 

Poothurai Tehsil Villvaneode 

District Kanyakumari, State 

Tamil Nadu Pin 629176 have 

changed my name from J 

Jobala to Jobala J Vide Affidavit 

No. IN-UP45408383511684W 

Dated 04 November 2024 

before at Notary Mathura. 

I, Army No. 15234613H, 

NK, Vysakh Murali, Unit 198 

Medium Regt. C/o 56 APO, 

Ferozepur Cantt, Resident of 

VPО. Karuvatta, Teh. 

Karthikappally, Distt. 

Alappuzha, State Kerala, Pin 

code: 690517 have changed 

my minor daughter name in my 

service record is from Vami 

Vysakh to Vamika Vysakh Vide 

Affidavit Dated 06 November 

2024 before at Notary 

Ferozepur. 

I Manmeet Singh Son of 

Satnam Singh Resident of 

Outside Zira Gate Rakhri Road 

Ferozepur City District 

Ferozepur have Changed my 

name Manmeet singh to 

Manmeet as a Given name and 

Singh as a Surname. 

I, Kuldip Kaur W/o JC-

259822Y Ex Sub (AIG) 

Joginder Singh R/o Vpo. 

Salempur Teh-Tanda 

(Hoshiarpur) Pb, have changed 

my name to Kuldeep Kaur. 

I Ravneet Kaur W/O 

Amarik  Singh Matharu VPO 

Bhano Langa Teh 

Distt.Kapurthala have change 

my name to Ravneet Kaur 

Matharu. 

I Shiv Anand Ram S/O 

Puranmasi Ram R/O H.No.99, 

Seth Hukam Chand Colony 

Jalandhar Punjab-144008 have 

Changed My Name From Shiv 

Anand Ram to Shiva Nand 

Ram. 

I Deenanath S/O Shiva 

Nand Ram R/O H.No.99, Seth 

Hukam Chand Colony 

Jalandhar Punjab-144008 have 

Changed My Name From 

Deenanath to Deena Nath. 

I, Jiwan Lata Sharma W/o 

Ashok Kumar Sharma R/o 632, 

Urban Estate Phase-II, 

Jalandhar-144022, Punjab, 

India  have changed my name 

from Jiwan Lata Sharma to 

Jiwan Lata. 

I, Ramalo Kaur is legally 

Mother of Jagtar Singh resident 

of VPO – Allowal, Distt – 

Patiala, State – Punjab  have 

changed my name from 

Ramalo Kaur to Rumal Kaur  

vide Affidavit dated 06 Nov 

2024 before Executive 

Magistrate Jalandhar, (PB). 

I, Manrupa Devi is Mother 

of Sunil Tiwari resident of Vill – 

Shyampur,      PO – Ambiwala, 

Distt – Dehradun, Uttarakhand 

have changed my name from 

Manrupa Devi to Man Roopa 

Devi vide Affidavit dated 06 Nov 

2024 before Executive 

Magistrate Jalandhar, (PB). 

I, Bakhsish Singh is Father 

of Baljeet Singh resident of 

Machiwara Kamagar, 

Machiwara Alias Kamagar, 

Piareana, Distt – Ferozepur, 

have changed my name from 

Bakhsish Singh to Bakhshish 

Singh  vide Affidavit dated 06 

Nov 2024 before Executive 

Magistrate Jalandhar, (PB). 

I Balbir Lal  S/O Nachattar 

Pal R/O VPO Daduwal, Tehsil 

Phillaur, District Jalandhar 

Punjab India, Have Changed My 

Name Balbir Lal To  Balvir Lal. 

I, Mohhamad Islam Father 

Of No.15629740f L/Nk Sahil 

Hussain Resident Of Village- 

Inayatpur, Post- Gulawad, 

Tehsil- Hodal, District- Palwal, 

State- Haryana, Pin- 121107, 

Have Changed My Name From 

Mohhamad Islam To 

Mohammad Islam Vide Affidavit 

No.In-Pb76472142473886w 

Dated 06 May 2024 Before 

Notary Public Pathankot 

I, Gagandip Kaur Spouse 

Of Jasvir Singh Resident Of 

Street No.8, Jaspal Colony, 

Post- Nabha, Tehsil- Nabha, 

District- Patiala, State- Punjab, 

Pin-147201, Have Changed My 

Name From Gagandip Kaur To 

Gagandeep Kaur Vide Affidavit 

No.In-Pb76918243353271w 

Dated 06 Nov 2024 Before 

Notary Public Pathankot 

I, Shalow Nisha Sheikh 

Mother Of No.14660945f Nk 

Wasima Uddin Khalila Uddin 

Resident Of Village- Walani 

Mines Quarter No.575, Post- 

Walani Mines Quarter No.575, 

Tehsil- Saoner, District- Nagpur, 

State- Maharashtra, Pin-441102, 

Have Changed My Name From 

Shalow Nisha Sheikh To Sallo 

Nisha Khalil Uddin Vide Affidavit 

No.In-Pb76186487607112w 

Dated 04 Nov 2024 Before 

Notary Public Pathankot 

I, Khalil Mohammad 

Father Of No.14660945f Nk 

Wasima Uddin Khalila Uddin 

Resident Of Village- Walani 

Mines Quarter No.575, Post- 

Walani Mines Quarter No.575, 

Tehsil- Saoner, District- Nagpur, 

State- Maharashtra, Pin-441102, 

Have Changed My Name From 

Khalil Mohammad To Khalil 

Uddin Din Mohammad Vide 

Affidavit No.In-

Pb76185062377137w Dated 04 

Nov 2024 Before Notary Public 

Pathankot 

I, Saherunisha Sheikh 

Sister Of No.14660945f Nk 

Wasima Uddin Khalila Uddin 

Resident Of Village- Walani 

Mines Quarter No.575, Post- 

Walani Mines Quarter No.575, 

Tehsil- Saoner, District- Nagpur, 

State- Maharashtra, Pin-

441102, Have Changed My 

Name From Saherunisha 

Sheikh To Shahrun Nisha Khalil 

Uddin Sheikh Vide Affidavit 

No.In-Pb76189418591837w 

Dated 04 Nov 2024 Before 

Notary Public Pathankot 

I, Jasimun Nisha Sister Of 

No.14660945f Nk Wasima 

Uddin Khalila Uddin Resident Of 

Village- Walani Mines Quarter 

No.575, Post- Walani Mines 

Quarter No.575, Tehsil- Saoner, 

District- Nagpur, State- 

Maharashtra, Pin-441102, Have 

Changed My Name From 

Jasimun Nisha To Jasimun 

Nisha Khalil Uddin Sheikh Vide 

Affidavit No.In-

Pb76187300263603w Dated 04 

Nov 2024 Before Notary Public 

Pathankot 

I,  Sahikh Nisha Sister Of 

No.14660945f Nk Wasima 

Uddin Khalila Uddin Resident Of 

Village- Walani Mines Quarter 

No.575, Post- Walani Mines 

Quarter No.575, Tehsil- Saoner, 

District- Nagpur, State- 

Maharashtra, Pin-441102, Have 

Changed My Name From 

Sahikh Nisha To Shahin Nisha 

Khalil Uddin Rain  Vide Affidavit 

No.In-Pb76120860228859w 

Dated 04 Nov 2024 Before 

Notary Public Pathankot 

I, Manisha Patil Spouse Of 

No.15781126w Bhm (Gnr) Patil 

Suresh Dattatray Resident Of 

Village- Sangmeshwar, Post- 

Malegaon, Tehsil- Malegaon, 

District- Nashik, State- 

Maharashtra, Pin-423203, Have 

Changed My Name From 

Manisha Patil To Manisha 

Suresh Patil Vide Affidavit No.In-

Pb76248814985623w Dated 04 

Nov 2024 Before Notary Public 

Pathankot 

I, No.15781126w Bhm 

(Gnr) Patil Suresh Dattatray 

Resident Of Village- 

Sangmeshwar, Post- Malegaon, 

Tehsil- Malegaon, District- 

Nashik, State- Maharashtra, 

Pin-423203, Have Changed My 

Son Name From Vikrant To 

Vikrant Suresh Patil Vide 

Affidavit No.In-

Pb76074328502578w Dated 04 

Nov 2024 Before Notary Public 

Pathankot 

I, Valsamma Thomas Is 

Mother Of Army No:16123566x 

Rank: Nk Name-Arun K Thomas 

Permanent Address: 

Kinattunkal, Chelakkombu, Po: 

Nedumkunnam, Kottayam, 

State:Kerala, Pin:-686540 

Declare That I Have Correct My 

Date Of Birth From 21/07/1963 

To 21/06/1960. Vide Affidavit 

No-54aa 645807, Dated: 

06/11/24 

I, Thomas Kc Is Father Of 

Army No:16123566x Rank: Nk 

Name-Arun K Thomas 

Permanent Address: 

Kinattunkal, Chelakkombu, Po: 

Nedumkunnam, Kottayam, 

State: Kerala, Pin: 686540 

Declare That I Have Changed 

My Name From Thomas Kc To 

K C Thomas.Vide Affidavit No-

54aa 645810, Dated: 06/11/24 

I, K C Thomas Is Father Of 

Army No:16123566x Rank: Nk 

Name-Arun K Thomas 

Permanent Address: 

Kinattunkal, Chelakkombu, Po: 

Nedumkunnam, Kottayam, 

State:Kerala,Pin:-686540 

Declare That I Have Correct My 

Date Of Birth From 10/11/1955 

To 22/06/1959. Vide Affidavit 

No-54aa 645809, Dated: 

06/11/24 

I, Daljeet Kour Am Legally 

Wedded Spouse Of Army 

No:15347521k Rank-Hav 

Name: Malkiyat Singh 

Presently Posted At: Unit 61 

Engr Regt C/O 56 Apo Shri 

Ganganagar, Rajasthan 

Permanent Address: Sec-C, 

Defence Colony, Ambala Cantt 

Haryana Declare That I Have 

Changed My Name From 

Daljeet Kour To Daljeet Kaur. 

Vide Affidavit No-54aa 645808, 

Dates: 06/11/24 

Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME
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HIMACHAL PRADESH JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG 

IN THE COURT OF 

ASSISTANT COLLECTOR 

GRADE II (TEHSILDAR), 

FATEHGARH SHAIB

PUBLIC NOTICE 

Subject- Under Section 11 Land 

Revenue Act 1887 regarding the 

application of Dursti Girdavari by 

Gurnam Singh son of Tara Singh 

son of Inder Singh resident of 

Anayatpura village and Khewatdar 

village Rasidpura Tehsil and 

District Fatehgarh Sahib regarding 

summoning of the Respondent 

parties.

SUMMONING

1. Ajmer Singh S/o Tara Singh S/o 

Inder Singh 2. Pritam Singh S/o 

lnder Singh S/o Nodh Singh 3. 

Harnek Singh S/o Jaswant Singh 

S/o Kirpa Singh 4. Surinderpal 

Singh S/o Jaswant Singh S/o Kirpa 

Singh 5. Balwinder Singh S/o 

Jaswinder Singh S/o Banta Singh 

6. Rashpal Singh S/o Jaswinder 

Singh S/o Banta Singh All resident 

of village Rasidpura, Tehsil and 

District Fatehgarh Shaib.

In the said correct Girdavari Case 

Khewat No. 94/92 Khatouni No. 

190 Khasra, all the Khewatdars of 

Village Rasidpura Tehsil and 

District Fatehgarh Sahib could not 

be notified in a normal way. 

Through this advertisement, the 

public and the private are informed 

that anyone who wants to pursue 

on behalf of the said heirs in this 

Drusti Girdavari, they can do so by 

appearing before me personally or 

as a representative on the date of 

hearing i.e. 27-11-2024 of the 

case. After this date no objection 

will be entertained. This notice is 

issued under my signature/seal 

this day date 04-11-2024. 

Circle Revenue Officer -Cum-

Tehsildar,  

Fatehgarh Sahib 



In India, women are fre-
quently overlooked for
management and senior

leadership roles despite their
proven capabilities in both
personal and professional
settings. It’s a complex issue
often attributed to stereo-
types, unconscious biases,
and a society that still grap-
ples with entrenched gender
roles. Yet, if we pause and
consider the day-to-day
roles women play, particu-
larly in an Indian house-
hold, it becomes evident
that they possess an array of
skills crucial to any organ-
isation’s success.
Imagine a typical day for a
woman managing her
household. She coordinates
with household help,
ensures that her family’s
needs are met, oversees chil-
dren’s schedules, and often
also supports extended fam-
ily members. Each of these
tasks requires quick think-
ing, negotiation skills,
empathy, and time manage-
ment. Such daily acts of
coordination and problem-
solving are, at their core,
management skills. 
The inquiry at hand is, why
do we fail to acknowledge
these abilities when they are

showcased in a profession-
al setting? 
Do these skills lose their
validity simply because they
originate from home-based
experience? Many argue
that women’s ability to blend
emotional intelligence with
logical decision-making
makes them especially adept
at leadership roles.
Their approach is often
holistic—they not only
focus on completing tasks
but also on nurturing rela-
tionships, fostering team
morale, and ensuring that
the process is as smooth as
the outcome. Research
indicates that companies
with gender-diverse leader-
ship teams tend to achieve
better financial perfor-
mance and foster a more
satisfied workforce, con-
tributing to a healthier com-

pany culture. Women bring
different perspectives and
problem-solving approach-
es, which complement male
colleagues’ styles. When
women are given a seat at
the table, companies gain a
more nuanced understand-
ing of their markets and
customers. 
And yet, despite clear
advantages, women remain
vastly underrepresented in
senior roles. The reasons are
rooted in a long history of
gender bias. Women are
often pigeonholed as too
“emotional” or too “soft” for
the challenges of executive
positions, while men are
assumed to be inherently
more decisive and resilient.
Yet, resilience is something
that women exemplify every
day—balancing multiple
roles in a society that
demands more of them
both at home and at work.
Change is on the horizon,
with many organisations
now actively working to
bridge the gender gap in
leadership. However, it
requires a deeper cultural
shift to truly unlock the
leadership potential of
women. Organisations need
to embrace mentorship pro-

grams, implement unbiased
hiring practices,  and
encourage flexible work
policies that allow women
to balance personal and
professional responsibili-
ties. 
Moreover, celebrating
women’s leadership styles
rather than forcing them to
fit into traditionally mascu-
line roles can create more
authentic, powerful lead-
ers. The argument is simple:
women already demonstrate
essential leadership skills
every day, whether in
boardrooms or in house-
holds. It’s time to recognise
their contributions and give
them the opportunities they
deserve. 
For any organisation that
values growth, empathy, and
resilience, overlooking
women isn’t just unfair—it’s
a missed opportunity. Let’s
champion a future where
leadership is based on talent
and vision, not on outdated
biases. Women are ready for
the challenge, and it’s time
we give them the space to
lead.

(The writer is a motivator
and a freelance journalist;

views expressed are 
personal)

The US presidential election is one of the most influential political events worldwide,
with major implications not only for domestic policy but also for international rela-
tions, economic stability, and global security. In 2024, the election has been par-

ticularly charged, with significant issues driving the race. Though the counting is still
on and the winner is yet to be officially announced but going by the trends, Trump has
won and he has already claimed victory. Kamala Harris failed to perform in the swing
states leading to her defeat. Trump’s victory  brings a mix of continuity and radical shifts
in several key areas.The 2024 US election has revolved around several pressing issues
which were important not only for the Americans but for the people across the world.
High inflation rates and concerns over economic recovery post-pandemic have been
at the forefront. Voters were focused on job security, rising costs of living, and access
to affordable healthcare. Trump’s stance included pushing for lower taxes, reducing gov-

ernment spending, and deregulation to stimulate growth,
which he claims would address inflation and boost job
creation. Another major issue that was widely debat-
ed was immigration. The debate over immigration
intensified, with Trump advocating for stricter border
controls and policies aimed at reducing illegal immi-
gration. His focus includes building stronger physical
barriers at the US-Mexico border and increasing
enforcement, framing immigration as a matter of nation-
al security and economic stability. Besides, Healthcare
accessibility and costs remain contentious topics. 
Trump in his campaign emphasised reducing health-
care costs and revisiting the Affordable Care Act. His

approach included providing tax credits and fostering competition among providers, but
it  also drew criticism for potentially reducing access to affordable care for some citi-
zens. Interestingly Trump has taken a critical stance on climate regulations, advocating
for energy independence through expanded oil and natural gas production. His stance
contrasts with those calling for robust climate action, as he argues that deregulation is
essential for economic stability and growth. However the issue that is of utmost impor-
tance for the world at large is the US foreign policy. Foreign policy has emerged as a
defining factor, particularly in relation to China and Russia. Trump’s “America First” strat-
egy focuses on reducing overseas military commitments and renegotiating trade agree-
ments to protect American interests. This stance resonates with some voters concerned
about national sovereignty but worries international allies and those advocating for a
more collaborative global approach. However, Trump’s victory may be well taken in New
Delhi as he has had good chemistry with Prime Minister Modi and has supported India’s
stand. It would be interesting to see how Trump would steer international choppy waters
this time as Ukraine war and Palestine issue would be two major issues he would need
to handle immediately after assuming the office.

Trump wins hands down

retrograde and has its own misgivings.
While the political spectrum finds this
issue as a crowd-puller and hot for win-
ning formula in elections, it lacks com-
mitment to empowering the backwards
impartially and fairly and is selective on
favouring region wise dominant castes,
which is against the principles of equal-
ity and natural justice. 
Several reports, news, opinions and arti-
cles have been published in all the lead-
ing newspapers and magazines, as well as
on social media. Though the issue of the
caste census has not yet come under the
judiciary’s lens and scrutiny, the issue is
a presser in desperation, as if the politi-
cal class is failing to address the uplift-
ment of the downtrodden, who genuine-
ly deserve governments’ welfare schemes
with the entire society’s helping hand. The
demand of the caste census has been per-
ceived as a tool for dividing society on the
caste lines, and a counter has emerged,
‘Batenge to Katenge,’ which appears to
have caught the nerve and put the caste
census demand on defense. 

Vinod Johri  | Delhi

TEMPLE ATTACK CONDEMNED
Madam —The Canadian soil is becom-
ing a battleground for the anti-India
sentiments these days, as the Khalistani
groups and supporters managed to
score win after win in their anti-India
agendas. The recent terror attack in the
Hindu temple based in Canada is get-
ting a global backlash and condemna-
tion.
India is particularly annoyed with the
Canadian authorities for not paving the
way for the miscreants who are spoil-
ing India’s image and hurting Indian
sentiments as a whole. India in partic-
ular is condemning this carefully craft-
ed attack on Hindu temples, and this is
another low in the Indo-Canadian rela-
tionships as a whole. We Indians in par-
ticular wish strong Canadian interven-
tion and demand speedy justice from
the side of Canadian government and
authorities as soon as possible. 

Kirti Wadhawan | Kanpur

PAPER BALLOTS OVER MACHINES
Madam —In spite of being at the top of
technologically advanced countries, the
United States of America falls back on bal-
lot paper voting to root out any suspicion
of foul play stemming from voting
through EVM. Over the last two decades,
the United States has gradually moved
back from electronic voting machines to
paper ballots. Given ballot paper voting,
unlike EVM, builds confidence among
voters and opposition party members, it
undoubtedly strengthens democracy.
Another highly commendable step the
USA election authorities have taken. 
They have printed the ballot papers in all
major languages of a state, depending on
its demography. While a voter in New
York can choose a ballot paper in Bengali
instead of English, Chinese, Spanish,
and Korean, voters in Illinois can opt for
a ballot paper printed in Hindi. It also
shows how a democratic country should
honour the mother tongue of even those
voters who have origins in different
countries. These actions reflect the atti-
tude of catering and prioritising the
interests of the demos (people) above
everything. India needs to get back to bal-
lot paper voting without any delay. It must
also be remembered that to impose a lan-
guage ignoring the major languages spo-
ken in a particular area flouts democra-
tic principles. There is no room for the
‘one nation, one language’ policy in a mul-
tilingual democratic country like India. 

Sujit De | Sujit De

DIVISION OVER CASTE
Madam— Since the last Lok Sabha elec-
tions, immediately followed by the state
Assembly election and ensuing Assembly
in Maharashtra and Jharkhand and by-
elections in several states, demand for
caste census is in top gear in the
Opposition camp, while the BJP has been
silent on it and is meekly supportive.
Though not constitutionally valid and
having no authentic official database of
individuals’ caste identity, the caste pol-
itics in the facade of the caste census is
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A photographer takes a photo of a macaque monkey at the Shrine Galtaji temple, in  Jaipur PTI LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

Donald Trump makes a sensational comeback
in the closely fought US presidential elections 

Delhi Government to curb
pollution have included mea-
sures like the odd-even traffic
scheme, a firecracker ban dur-
ing festivals, and incentives to
use public transport. However,
these initiatives have only pro-
vided limited relief. Residents
continue to experience issues
like breathlessness, sore
throats, headaches and dry
cough, compounded by long-
term respiratory conditions.
This year, the Supreme Court
criticised Delhi’s inadequate
enforcement of pollution con-
trol measures during Diwali,
particularly the lack of compli-
ance with firecracker bans.
The court expressed frustra-
tion over the non-implemen-
tation of its orders, highlight-
ing the collective failure to safe-
guard public health. The Delhi
government has also activated
the Graded Response Action
Plan (GRAP), designed to
address pollution levels as
they rise. GRAP consists of
multiple stages, with Stage III
activated only when AQI
reaches “severe” levels. At this
stage, vehicle movement and
construction activities are
restricted, and educational
institutions may close to pro-
tect students’ health. While
GRAP has achieved some
improvements, its impact is
often temporary, as citizens
and businesses frequently
ignore these directives.
The severe air pollution in
Delhi has profound effects on
public health and quality of life.

During high-AQI periods,
particularly vulnerable groups,
like children and the elderly,
are advised to stay indoors to
avoid severe respiratory and
cardiovascular issues. Outdoor
activities are restricted, with
schools occasionally closed to
protect students from toxic air
exposure. Additionally, dense
smog disrupts transportation,
leading to frequent flight and
train delays due to poor visi-
bility. As residents increas-
ingly rely on air purifiers to
maintain indoor air quality, the
economic and psychological
impacts of Delhi’s air pollution
crisis only deepen.
In response to the deteriorat-
ing situation, the Delhi
Government announced a
series of measures to tackle
pollution. These include devel-
oping green pathways, walk-
ways, and open spaces along
roads to reduce dust and
improve urban greenery. 
Efforts are underway to
enhance municipal waste
management, including recy-
cling 100 per cent of construc-
tion and demolition waste by
2025. To further manage waste,
the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi  is establishing a fifth
recycling unit in Tehkhand,
capable of processing 1,000
tons daily. Biomining is also
planned at major landfill sites,
such as Okhla, Ghazipur, and
Bhalswa, to excavate and treat
years’ worth of accumulated
waste. Expanding public trans-
portation is another goal, with

plans to grow Delhi’s bus fleet
to 10,500 by next year, 80 per
cent of which will be electric.
This is accompanied by a
focus on impounding older,
polluting vehicles. Such mea-
sures aim to address long-
standing pollution sources
sustainably. Experts empha-
size, however, that reducing air
pollution in Delhi will require
more than Government poli-
cies; public engagement and
behavioral change are also
essential.
A multi-pronged approach is
crucial to effectively reduce air
pollution. Introducing alterna-
tive methods to stubble burn-
ing, such as subsidising crop-
residue management equip-
ment, is one solution.
Increasing urban greenery and
limiting industrial emissions
are further steps toward a
healthier environment. 
On an individual level, Delhi
residents can contribute by
using public transportation,
minimising car usage, and
adopting energy-efficient prac-
tices at home. Additionally,
improved air quality monitor-
ing and early-warning sys-
tems could help raise public
awareness and enable quicker
responses. India’s dedication to
conservation aligns with the
broader goal of creating a
healthier environment for
future generations. 

(The writer is Programme
Executive, Gandhi Smriti and

Darshan Samiti; views are
personal)

Hazardous Delhi air

is putting lives at risk

Delhi’s air quality has
reached dangerous
levels, with the Air
Quality Index (AQI)
crossing into the

“hazardous” zone shortly after
Diwali celebrations. This post-
Diwali spike is not new, as the city
frequently ranks among the most
polluted in the world. In early
November 2024, AQI levels in
Delhi surged to nearly 500 in
some regions, a threshold consid-
ered extremely harmful.
According to the Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB),
key areas in Delhi like Anand
Vihar, Alipur, and RK Puram
reported AQI readings above
300. This rise indicates severe pol-
lution levels far above the World
Health Organisation’s (WHO)
recommended safety limits, pos-
ing substantial health risks for
millions of residents.
The AQI measures air quality on
a scale that categorises air quali-
ty into six levels: “good,” “satisfac-
tory,” “moderate,” “poor,” “very
poor,” and “hazardous.” Readings
above 300 signal critical pollution,
while values over 400 reach the
“severe” range. At such levels,
exposure to fine particulate mat-
ter (PM2.5) becomes danger-
ous, as these minuscule particles
can infiltrate deep into the lungs,
affecting respiratory and cardio-
vascular health. The factors
behind this annual pollution cri-
sis are complex, involving both
local and regional contributors.
Delhi’s high vehicular emissions,
industrial output, construction
dust, and waste burning are per-
sistent contributors. However,
during the harvest season, stub-
ble burning in nearby states like
Punjab, Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh intensifies the problem.
In October and November, farm-
ers often burn leftover crop
residue, producing vast smoke
clouds that drift toward Delhi and
blend with local pollutants.
Vehicular pollution is another sig-
nificant factor, with over 15 mil-
lion registered vehicles in Delhi
alone. Despite policies mandating
regular Pollution Under Control
(PUC) checks, enforcement
remains a challenge. Emissions
from diesel vehicles and two-
wheelers, which lack proper pol-
lution controls, further degrade
the air quality. Attempts by the

Prioritise student wellbeing

THIS YEAR, THE
SUPREME COURT

CRITICISED DELHI’S
INADEQUATE

ENFORCEMENT OF
POLLUTION

CONTROL MEASURES
DURING DIWALI,

PARTICULARLY THE
LACK OF

COMPLIANCE WITH
FIRECRACKER BANS.

THE COURT
EXPRESSED

FRUSTRATION OVER
THE NON-

IMPLEMENTATION OF
ITS ORDERS

Why are women overlooked for

leadership? It’s time for a change!

S
tudent suicides are rising worldwide. Every
day, we read news about young students tak-
ing their own lives due to overwhelming pres-

sure. Many of these students are studying far from
their families, aiming to crack high-stakes exams
like JEE, NEET, UPSC, and CA. Parents often send
them away at a young age, where they’re not fully
prepared to handle the intense stress. At a time
in life meant for playing, making friends, and

exploring their interests, they are pushed to lock
themselves in rooms and study for hours. This
isolation and pressure can lead to anxiety, and,
tragically, some may feel that ending their lives
is the only escape. 
Parents should avoid imposing career paths on
their children and instead allow them to explore
and decide what they want for themselves.
Governments can also take steps to address this
crisis, such as offering personal counselling ses-
sions for students where they can discuss their
struggles and implementing mental health aware-
ness programmes in schools and communities.
Ultimately, pressuring children to study hard for
the sake of a “better future” can end up damag-
ing their wellbeing and happiness. It’s far better
to let children decide what they want to work
towards rather than forcing them into paths that
might not be right for them.

Priya Thakur | Ujjain

RAJDEEP PATHAK

RACHNA LAKHPATI

Deep-rooted biases and outdated stereotypes frequently overshadow women’s capabilities,

despite evidence that women leaders enhance company performance and culture

As Delhiites face a significant decline in their health and life expectancy due to
pollution, there is an urgent need for finding solutions to tackle this menace
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TO RENEWABLE

ENERGY AT
SPEED AND

SCALE IS
ANOTHER KEY 

TO CLIMATE
MITIGATION

Humans are creatures of their habits. I was addicted to smoking,
drinking and consuming ‘Gutakha’. It had become almost a quo-
tidian habit and had taken a severe toll on my health. Ailments

could be self-inflicted or they could be a professional hazard. In all such
cases, the victim suffers physically and emotionally. The healing must
be both physical and spiritual. I vividly recall how the Sri Lankan crick-
et team was a victim of terror and violence in Lahore. They underwent
therapeutic care by psychiatrists and underwent several mind manage-
ment and mental strengthening therapies.Similarly, the Tsunami victims
of 2004, those affected by the 26/11 Mumbai terror strikes and the earth-
quake victims of Gujarat (2001) and Uttarakhand (2013) were revved
up by the bouquet of self-healing courses by several spiritual organisa-
tions and professional help offered by numerous self-help groups. Such
tragedies are traumatic experiences. Cities, towns, villages and settle-
ments are razed to rubble. 
I come back to my story, where like an ignoramus I started consuming
liquor, ignoring all warnings. Thus, my moral compass fell prey to the
predilections of a weak mind. It was at this time that my mother, a trained
social worker, and a practitioner of Siddha and Pranic healing, refused
to entertain my supercilious and specious arguments and extolled cer-
tain dormant virtues in me so that I could upend the pyramid. My moth-
er was afflicted by repeated attacks of Paroxysmal Atrial Tachycardia
(PAT). This is a type of arrhythmia (irregular heartbeat) that is accom-
panied by severe sweating, dizziness, palpitations, angina and acute breath-

lessness. I had seen my mother suffering from this condition on sever-
al occasions and being admitted to the ICU. However, after undergoing
the ten-day Vipassana spiritual sojourn, she recovered from the debili-
tation. She simultaneously learnt Siddha and Pranic healing, which augured
well for her recovery. 
These healing techniques along with proper medication and diet helped
her in healing.This is the unbounded power and scientific attribute of the
breath. Breathing techniques, meditation proper medication and diet are
all healthy habits. These can change the traction of our lives and reju-
venate the body and mind. During ‘Operation Parakram’ our defence forces,
after a protracted stay of more than a year at our borders, returned to
their cantonments. The fractious behaviour of our unfriendly neighbour
did not make them lose their sanity. It is not only the deaths, but defence
personnel get maimed during such operations. 
Further, their mental state becomes foggy and they become highly irri-
table. Mere administration of drugs does not act as a panacea. It is med-
ication plus something more to revive their physical and mental bodies.
As our defence and para-military forces work in hostile environments it
is heartening to know that yoga, Vipassana and Art of Living Courses
are conducted for them so that they can maintain physical and mental
equilibrium. A soldier asked Gurudev whether he would become pas-
sive if he continued with his sadhana, to which Guruji responded, “Most
certainly not.” Further, he added that Gita Upadesh itself was revealed
by Lord Krishna during the Mahabharata war. Arjuna regained the power
of discrimination after witnessing the “Divine Spectacle.” Be it an indi-
vidual or a cricket team, those affected by environmental disturbances
or our defence forces, all require continuous physical and mental heal-
ing to continue their journey. The mystic Rumi has succinctly said, “The
wound is the place where the light enters you.” 

(The writer is the CEO of Chhattisgarh East Railway Ltd. and
Chhattisgarh East West Railway Ltd. He is a faculty of the Art of

Living; views are personal)
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In 2024, technology is influ-
encing every aspect of life,
transforming the way we

communicate, learn, and run
businesses. With advance-
ments in Artificial Intelligence,
Machine Learning, IoT, Big
Data, Blockchain, and other
digital technologies, we are
currently navigating the fourth
wave of the industry revolu-
tion. 
Businesses primarily prioritise
automation and machinery to
enhance workforce operations,
with 88 per cent of small busi-
ness owners using automation
to increase their workforce effi-
ciency, according to an
Unmudl study. This shift is dri-
ving up the demand for digi-
tally literate and tech-savvy
professionals in the industry,
inspiring business schools to
redesign their academic cur-

ricula. Following are the rev-
olutionary ways technology
is reshaping the business
industry. 
Reshaping Business
Education through AI:
According to the Future of Jobs
Survey, 75 per cent of compa-
nies plan to adopt AI technolo-
gies in the coming years. This
signals a significant shift
brought about by technology
in business education; the
integration of AI and ML.

Artificial Intelligence and
Machine Learning are revolu-
tionising how future business
leaders think and make deci-
sions, disrupting the tradi-
tional learning models.
Emerging technologies such as
generative AI provide real-
time feedback and high-level
interactivity, inspiring B-
schools to employ learning
approaches to develop AI skills
in students, thus, preparing
them to meet the demands of
a rapidly evolving business
landscape. Integration of Data
Analytics into Business
Intelligence: Data has become
the primary currency in busi-
ness intelligence, helping busi-
nesses make informed deci-
sions to enhance their growth.
Technological trends such as
statistical techniques, predic-
tive analysis, machine learning,

and artificial intelligence allow
businesses to identify leading
patterns and tailor their offer-
ings. As recent studies by
Edge Delta point out, more
companies will adopt big data
and technology, increasing the
employment rate by 58 per
cent. To help students stay
competitive, B-schools active-
ly embed data analysis into
their offered curriculum,
improving students’ data pro-
ficiency. Incorporating data
analytics into higher education
curricula, particularly in
PGDM and MBA pro-
grammes, will promote inno-
vation and solution-oriented
thinking among students.  
Experiential Learning and
Real-World Applications:
With the rapid inclusion of
technology in business, the
leading employers are exces-

sively prioritising profession-
als with industry-ready tech-
nical and soft skills. The tech-
nologically integrated method
of business education comple-
ments the traditional teaching
pedagogy, preparing students
to tackle real-world challenges
and provide futuristic solu-
tions. Through industry
internships, consultation pro-
jects, case studies, and business
simulations, B-school students
gain hands-on experience and
practical skills necessary to

excel in today’s competitive job
market. While a business
degree holds significant
importance, practical experi-
ence allows students to turn
their learnings into actionable
solutions. 
Personalised Learning
Approach: The amalgama-
tion of technology and educa-
tion has made education per-
sonal. The traditional learning
model employs a one-size-
fits-all approach, ignoring indi-
vidual learning needs. On the
other hand, the modern learn-
ing model is tailored to meet
individualistic demands, mak-
ing learning seamless for every
student. Through tech-inte-
grated personalised educa-
tion, students can adapt the
learning materials and under-
stand at their own pace. This
shift is especially impactful in

business education, where per-
sonalised learning helps stu-
dents stay current with indus-
try trends, bridge the skill
gap, and learn based on their
proficiency.
Balance Between Human
Creativity and Automation:
While many view the current
era as Industry 4.0, others
argue we are swiftly moving
towards Industry 5.0. Unlike its
predecessor, Industry 5.0
emphasises the well-being of
professionals, fostering pros-
perity beyond jobs and pro-
moting ecologically balanced
economic growth. The
upcoming industrialisation era
envisions close collaboration
between humans and AI tools,
enhancing operational effi-
ciency and cost-effectiveness.
This has led top B-schools to
thoughtfully curate the core

management courses, inte-
grating human-centricity, sus-
tainability, and automation. 
Bringing Global Perspective
to Classrooms:  Business chal-
lenges today are inherently
global in nature, such as sus-
tainability issues, supply chain
management, foreign regula-
tions, and cultural diversity. By
embedding a global outlook in
business education, B-schools
equip students with essential
tools to effectively address
these problems. Facilitating
worldly industry collabora-
tions and connecting peers
from diverse cultures through
virtual modes fosters a deep-
er business understanding in
the students, enabling them to
drive positive changes. 

(The writer is Dean BMS
Hyderabad; views are 

personal)

How AI, big data and personalisation are transforming B-school curricula

True healing must be comprehensive,
nurturing both the physical and spiritual self

RAVI  VALLURI

With the upcoming CoP 29 summit in Azerbaijan, world leaders face mounting

pressure to deliver on pledges for climate finance and reduced fossil fuel reliance 

B K SINGH

CoP 29: A pivotal moment

to act on climate crisis 

to invite more frequent disasters.
Earth is already warmed by 1.2
degrees Celsius. The year 2023
has been the warmest in the
recorded history of post-industri-
alisation. 
The trend from 2024 till July sug-
gests that we are on course to
break the 2023 temperature
record. Developed countries are
responsible for the warming so
far. Scientists are consistently
forecasting that beyond 1.5
degrees Celsius warming, part of
many countries especially island
nations will be submerged in the
Sea. United Nations Framework
Convention for Climate Change
(UNFCCC) has provided a forum
for World leaders to meet annu-
ally and decide on actions to be
taken to keep the warming with-
in 1.5 degrees. 
In the annual conference (CoP
25) in Paris in 2015 countries
pledged their nationally deter-
mined contributions (NDC) to
cut the consumption of fossil fuel
and to develop renewable energy
at speed and scale by 2030.
Among G20 countries India is the
only one, which is on course to
fulfil the pledge. Donald Trump
as US President in 2017 refused
to toe the line with the Paris
Agreement and said that climate
is a hoax. 
No CoP meeting took place till he
was in office. Corona pandemic
delayed it further even after
Biden took over and CoP 26 at
Glasgow was held in November
2021. 
Here again, leaders reiterated
their pledge at Paris and also
revived climate finance of $100
billion that developed countries
would contribute towards the
cost of climate adaptation in the
developing world annually.
Another rhetoric was started
during CoP 27 at Sharm el Sheikh
that developed and some devel-
oping countries like China would
pay for loss and damage in glob-
al south countries. This has again
not been complied with. The cli-
mate finance of $100 billion

annually has been agreed upon in
Copenhagen CoP in 2009 but has
not been complied with so far.
African countries and island
nations are suffering from
extreme climate events like
droughts and floods as well as
supply chain disruptions owing to
geopolitical tensions in West Asia
and Ukraine. 
Countries like Namibia and
Zimbabwe have ordered to cull of
thousands of wild elephants (a
threatened species) for food. If
climate finance and loss and
damage funds were made avail-
able, there was no need to cull
threatened species and endanger-
ing the ecological security of the
region further. The pledge regard-
ing cutting fossil fuel consump-
tion and transition to renewable
energy especially by Western
nations and China has been over-
looked. There has been unprece-
dented growth in oil and gas
drilling in the US and coal pro-
duction in China. 
Biden and other European lead-
ers are not on course to fulfil their
commitment to bring down fos-
sil fuel consumption by 2030
and achieve net zero by 2050.
China has pledged net zero by
2060 and India by 2070.
Scientists are telling us to keep the
warming within 1.5 degrees lest
we face the consequences. 2050
and 2060 are far ahead and the
question is whether we will be
able to stand the disasters till
then. 
During the nomination as
Republican presidential candidate
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, Trump
in his address said to abandon cli-
mate - drill baby drill. He cut
jokes in his election rallies saying
that if the Sea level rises due to
warming, the people will have
more buildings facing the Sea.
The transfer of technology from
developed countries to develop-
ing and third-world countries for
transition to renewable energy at
speed and scale is another key to
climate mitigation. India, China
and Western nations have gone

ahead substantially, yet they need
to step up their efforts. 
Renewable energy transition
should take place at such a pace
that we automatically cut fossil
fuel consumption. Countries'
demand at Glasgow CoP 26 to
‘phase out’ fossil fuel did not have
total acceptance and was modi-
fied to ‘phase down’ on the insis-
tence of China and the support of
India. Further at Dubai CoP 28
another phrase ‘transition away
from fossil fuel’ was agreed upon.
Irrespective of the phrases used
in the CoP resolutions, leaders are
only concerned about the growth
and GDP and are not inclined to
bring down fossil fuel consump-
tion.CoP 29 is scheduled to com-
mence in Baku, Azerbaijan on
November 13th, when world
leaders will again take stock of the
situation and roll out further
actions. 
Unfortunately, the host country
along with its  neighbours
Armenia and Georgia is experi-
encing relatively more warming
as compared to the global aver-
age. While every nation should
put in their efforts to cut emis-
sions, India should have relook at
the projects requiring the sacri-
fice of natural forests, whether for
linear infrastructures in the
Himalayas, in Western Ghats or
deforestation of 130.75 sq km
forests for great Nicobar
Development projects. 
India’s track record for growing
compensatory afforestation for
the trees lost is very poor.
Supreme Court recently threat-
ened contempt against agencies
for not taking up planting ten
times the trees lost in the project.
3700 trees were sacrificed in
2015 for the widening of NH 123
Bharatpur Dholpur road and
Apex court’s condition to plant up
37000 trees has not been fulfilled
so far. 

(The writer is retired principal
chief conservator of Forests-

Head of Forest Force-
Karnataka; views are 

personal) 

Back-to-back hurricanes Helene
and Milton originating from
the Gulf of Mexico, that have
battered the western coast of
Florida in the United States

have led to political debates and blame
games ahead of the US Presidential
election. The Republican team targeted
the Biden-Harris duo for not doing
enough to save lives and restore electric-
ity. More than 200 people have perished
in each of the hurricanes and also peo-
ple have lived without electricity for more
than 24 hours. Tropical typhoon Trami
over the South China Sea claimed more
than 150 lives in the Philippines, and 10
in Vietnam, injured thousands and dam-
aged properties and infrastructures in
both countries. Further, the deadliest
flood in 50 years in Spain has also
claimed more than 250 human lives. As
against this, India’s disaster management
response during cyclones has been praise-
worthy. 
Whether it was cyclone Nisarga on our
West coast in 2020 cyclone Fani in West
Bengal in 2019, or the recent Dana in
Odisha and West Bengal we have evac-
uated million of people on each occasion
in a record time of 24 to 48 hours and as
a result, there has hardly been any loss
of life. Recent images from Valencia and
other regions of Spain, last month’s
image from Italy where vehicles were
swept away as roads became rivers, and
before that similar flooding in France,
Poland, Austria, and Czech are reminders
of frequent flooding and associated mis-
ery to people. The global physics of fos-
sil fuels has destabilised the world. The
warmer the atmosphere gets; the more
moisture it can hold. This would mean
more intense downpours and longer
drought. 
In Spain, a year’s worth of rain was
dumped in half a day. While India’s track
record in dealing with disasters is good,
what it should relook is its decisions to
sacrifice natural forests for infrastruc-
tures, development projects and mining.
Consumption of coal, oil and natural gas
is swelling worldwide, despite leaders
knowing that the surge in emission of
greenhouse gases leads to increased
warming of the planet and we face more
destructive and frequent climatic cata-
strophes. Forests are the best sink for car-
bon and sacrificing them for GDP is only

PRABHU AGGARWAL

From integrating AI into decision-making processes to adding global perspectives, B-schools are merging traditional education with innovative technology
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KAMALA HARRIS

PTI n WASHINGTON

Kamala Harris, the daughter of Indian and
Jamaican immigrants, failed to notch a
big first in American politics when she

lost to her Republican rival Donald Trump in
the race to the White House.
The Democratic leader’s defeat to Trump in a
bitterly contested election shattered her dream
to become the first woman President of the
United States.
Harris, 60, has known other firsts, though. She
has been the district attorney for San Francisco
— the first woman, first African-American and
first Indian-origin person to be elected to the
position.
As vice president, she is the first woman to hold
the post. Also, she happens to be the first
African-American or Indian-American person
to make it there.
In an Op-ed published three days before the
November 5 election, Harris recollected her fre-
quent visit to India as a child and remembered
her late mother, Shyamala Gopalan, a cancer
researcher and civil rights activist.
“Growing up, my mother raised my sister and
me to appreciate and honour our heritage.
Nearly every other year, we would go to India
for Diwali. We would spend time with our
grandparents, our uncles, and our ‘chitthis’
(aunts),” Harris said in the article for The
Juggernaut, an online South Asian publication.
She said she believes Americans want a pres-
ident who works for all American people. “And
that has been the story of my entire career,” she
said.
Harris got her big chance when President Joe
Biden abandoned his own bid for reelection in
July following his poor performance in a
nationally televised debate with Trump. Biden
endorsed Harris as the party nominee in the
election.
Her nomination fulfilled her presidential
dreams, which she abandoned before the pri-
maries in 2019 due to a lack of funds to con-
tinue her campaign.
Biden picked her as his running mate in 2016.
She was just the third woman to be picked as
the vice president nominee on a major party
ticket.
And she was one of only three Asian Americans
in the Senate and the first Indian-American
ever to serve in the chamber.
She has been likened to Barack Obama, the
country’s first Black President.
More than a decade ago, journalist Gwen Ifill
called Harris “the female Barack Obama” on the
“Late Show With David Letterman”. Later, a
small businessman from Willoughby, Tony
Pinto, called her “a young, female version of the
president”.
She is considered close to Obama, who
endorsed her in various elections, including that
for the US Senate in 2016, Vice President in
2020 and the presidential election in 2024.
Harris was born to two immigrant parents: a
Black father and an Indian mother. Her father,
Donald Harris, is from Jamaica, and her
mother, Shyamala Gopalan, migrated to the US
from Chennai in 1958. She, however, defines
herself simply as “American”.
After her parents divorced, Harris was raised
primarily by her Hindu mother. She says that
her mother adopted Black culture and
immersed her two daughters — Kamala and her
younger sister Maya — in it. Harris grew up
embracing her Indian culture but living a
proudly African American life.

“My mother understood very well that she was
raising two black daughters,” she wrote in her
autobiography ‘The Truths We Hold’. “She knew
that her adopted homeland would see Maya and
me as black girls and she was determined to
make sure we would grow into confident, proud
black women.”
Harris was born in Oakland and grew up in
Berkeley. She spent her high school years liv-
ing in French-speaking Canada — her moth-
er was teaching at McGill University in
Montreal.
“Harris was raised in a middle-class family by
a working mother who taught her to believe in
the promise of America. Her mother also taught
her the value of hard work, bringing Kamala
to her breast cancer research lab and showing
her how to clean test tubes as a child,” accord-
ing to the Harris campaign website.
She attended college in the US, spending four
years at Howard University, which she has
described as among the most formative expe-
riences of her life. After Howard, she went on
to earn her law degree at the University of
California, Hastings and began her career at the
Alameda County District Attorney’s Office.
She became the top prosecutor for San
Francisco in 2003 before being elected the first
woman and the first Black person to serve as
California’s attorney general in 2010, the top
lawyer in America’s most populous state.
In her nearly two terms in office as attorney
general, Harris gained a reputation as one of
the rising stars of the Democratic Party. In 2017,
she was sworn into the US Senate, where she
championed legislation to fight hunger, provide
rent relief, improve maternal health care,
expand access to capital for small businesses,
revitalise America’s infrastructure, and combat
the climate crisis. 
Harris is married to Douglas Emhoff, a lawyer,
for the past 10 years. She is the stepmother of
two children, Ella and Cole, who are her “end-
less source of love and pure joy.”
Her role as vice president was more than just
symbolic. Unlike her predecessors, she wield-
ed considerable power during Biden’s presiden-
cy. As president of the Senate, she set a new
record for the most tie-breaking votes cast by
a Vice President in history – surpassing one that
had stood for nearly 200 years. And her votes
have been consequential.

First woman V-P who fails to
score a big first in US politics

World leaders hail Trump’s ‘historic’ comeback
PTI n LONDON/JERUSALEM

Congratulatory messages poured in
Wednesday from world leaders,
including Israeli Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu and his UK coun-
terpart Keir Starmer, for Donald Trump
after his “historic” comeback in the US
presidential election.
Starmer was among the first world lead-
ers to issue a congratulatory message
soon after Trump addressed a rally in
Florida to claim victory in the US pres-
idential race.
He said the “special relationship”
between the UK and the US would con-
tinue to prosper under the new
American administration after Trump
clinched crucial battleground states in
the US overnight.
The 78-year-old Republican leader
cleared the 270 electoral votes needed
to clinch the presidency by securing a
victory in the key battleground state of
Wisconsin.
According to races called by the
Associated Press up to 4 pm (IST), 277
electoral votes had gone to Republican
candidate Trump and 224 to
Democratic Party’s Kamala Harris.
“Congratulations President-elect Trump
on your historic election victory. I look
forward to working with you in the
years ahead,” Starmer said in a statement
released by 10 Downing Street in
London.
“As the closest of allies, we stand shoul-
der to shoulder in defence of our
shared values of freedom, democracy
and enterprise. From growth and secu-
rity to innovation and tech, I know that
the UK-US special relationship will con-
tinue to prosper on both sides of the
Atlantic for years to come,” he said.
Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu con-
gratulated Trump for his “historic

return to the White House”.
Addressing Trump and his wife Melania
Trump, Netanyahu in a post on X said,
“Congratulations on history’s greatest
comeback! Your historic return to the
White House offers a new beginning for
America and a powerful recommitment
to the great alliance between Israel and
America. This is a huge victory!”
Australian Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese congratulated Trump on his
“election victory”.
“Australians and Americans are great
friends and true allies. Working
together, we can ensure the partner-
ship between our nations and peoples
remains strong into the future,” he
posted on X.
French President Emmanuel Macron
in a post on X said, “Ready to work
together as we were able to do during
four years. With your convictions
and mine. In respect and ambition. For
more peace and prosperity.”
Ukraine President Volodymyr
Zelensky congratulated Trump on his
“impressive” election victory.
Recalling his “great meeting” with the
Republican leader in September dur-
ing which they discussed “the
Ukraine-US strategic partnership,
the Victory Plan, and ways to put an
end to Russian aggression against
Ukraine”, Zelenskyy in a post on X
said he appreciated Trump’s commit-
ment to the “peace through strength”
approach in global affairs.
“This is exactly the principle that can
practically bring just peace in Ukraine
closer. I am hopeful that we will put
it into action together. We look for-
ward to an era of a strong United
States of America under President
Trump’s decisive leadership. We rely
on continued strong bipartisan sup-
port for Ukraine in the United States.

“We are interested in developing
mutually beneficial political and eco-
nomic cooperation that will benefit
both of  our nations.  Ukraine,
as one of Europe’s strongest military
powers, is committed to ensuring
long-term peace and security in
Europe and the Transatlantic commu-
nity with the support of our allies,” he
said.
Zelenskyy said he is looking forward
to personally congratulating Trump
and discussing ways to strengthen
Ukraine’s strategic partnership with
the US.
Congratulating Trump, Italian Prime
Minister Giorgia Meloni said Italy and
the US are “sister” nations, linked by
an unshakable alliance, common val-
ues, and a historic friendship.
“It is a strategic bond, which I am sure
we will now strengthen even further,”
she said in a post on X.
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz con-
gratulated Trump, saying, “For a long
time, Germany and the US have been
working together successfully promot-
ing prosperity and freedom on both
sides of the Atlantic. We will contin-
ue to do so for the wellbeing of our cit-
izens.”
European Union Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen in a
post on X congratulated Trump and
underlined that the EU and the US are
“more than just allies”.
“We are bound by a true partnership
between our people, uniting 800 mil-
lion citizens. So let’s work together on
a strong transatlantic agenda that
keeps delivering for them,” she said.
Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor
Orban said Trump’s win is the “biggest
comeback” in US political history
and is “a much-needed victory for the
World”. 

No information on
whether Putin will
congratulate Trump 
AP n MOSCOW

Ahead of the presidential race call,
Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry

Peskov said he had no information on
whether Russian President Vladimir
Putin plans to congratulate Donald
Trump but emphasised that Moscow
views the US as an “unfriendly” coun-
try. Peskov reaffirmed the Kremlin’s
claim that the US support for Ukraine
amounted to its involvement in the con-
flict, telling reporters: “Let’s not forget
that we are talking about the unfriend-
ly country that is both directly and indi-
rectly involved in a war against our
state.”
Asked if Putin’s failure to congratulate
Trump could hurt ties, Peskov respond-
ed that Russia-US relations already are
at the “lowest point in history,” adding
that it will be up to the new US lead-
ership to change the situation.
He noted Putin’s statements about
Moscow’s readiness for a “constructive
dialogue based on justice, equality and
readiness to take mutual concerns into
account.”
Peskov noted Trump’s campaign state-
ments about his intention to end wars,
saying that “those were important
statements, but now after the victory,
while getting ready to enter the Oval
Office or entering the Oval Office, state-
ments could sometimes change.”

Republicans get Senate majority
AP n WASHINGTON

Republicans seized control of
the US Senate late Tuesday

after flipping Democratic held
seats, holding onto GOP
incumbents and wresting away
the majority for the first time in
four years.
The unexpected battleground of
Nebraska pushed Republicans
over the top. Incumbent GOP
Sen Deb Fischer brushed back
a surprisingly strong challenge
from independent newcomer
Dan Osborn.
Democrats watched their
efforts to salvage their slim
majority slip out of reach as tal-
lies rolled in across a map that
favoured Republicans.
Early in the night, Republicans
flipped one seat in West
Virginia, with the election of
Jim Justice, who easily replaced
retiring Sen Joe Manchin.
Democratic efforts to oust fire-
brand Republicans Ted Cruz of
Texas and Rick Scott of Florida
collapsed. 
While Texas hasn’t elected a
Democrat statewide in almost
30 years, Colin Allred, a Dallas-

area congressman and former
NFL linebacker, positioned
himself as a moderate and
leaned into his support for
reproductive rights amid Texas’
abortion ban, which is one of
the strictest in the nation.
Cruz’s victory came after
Democratic efforts to salvage
their Senate majority evaporat-
ed when Democratic Sen
Sherrod Brown in Ohio lost his
reelection to Republican Bernie
Moreno, a wealthy Trump-era
newcomer.
Brown’s loss to Moreno, an
immigrant from Bogota,
Colombia, who built a fortune
as a luxury car dealer and
blockchain entrepreneur, puts
the Democrats on the edge of
losing Senate control. A three-
term senator, he is the first
incumbent to lose reelection.
The Ohio race between Brown
and Moreno, who was backed
by Donald Trump, is the most
expensive of the cycle, at some
$400 million.
With control of Congress at
stake, the contests for the House
and Senate will determine
which party holds the majori-

ty and the power to boost or
block a president’s agenda, or if
the White House confronts a
divided Capitol Hill.
The focus now turns to the
Democratic “blue-wall” states of
Pennsylvania, Michigan and
Wisconsin, where Democrats
are fighting to protect seats in
what’s left of their slim hold on
the Senate.
In the end, just a handful of
seats, or as little as one, could
tip the balance in either cham-
ber. With a 50-50 Senate, the
party in the White House deter-
mines the majority, since the
vice president is a tie-breaker.
Already several states will send
history-makers to the Senate.
Voters elected two Black
women to the Senate, Democrat
Lisa Blunt Rochester of
Delaware and Democrat Angela
Alsobrooks of Maryland, in a
historic first.
Blunt Rochester won the open
seat in her state while
Alsobrooks defeated Maryland’s
popular former governor, Larry
Hogan. Just three Black women
have served in the Senate, and
never before have two served at

the same time.
And in New Jersey, Andy Kim
became the first Korean
American elected to the Senate,
defeating Republican business-
man Curtis Bashaw. The seat
opened when Bob Menendez
resigned this year after his fed-
eral conviction on bribery
charges.
Elsewhere, House candidate
Sarah McBride, a Democratic
state lawmaker from Delaware
who is close to the Biden fam-
ily, won her race, becoming the
first openly transgender person
elected to Congress.
The key contests are playing out
alongside the first presidential
election since the Jan. 6, 2021,
attack on the Capitol, but also
in unexpected corners of the
country after what has been one
of the most chaotic congres-
sional sessions in modern
times.
Voters said the economy and
immigration were the top issues
facing the country, but the
future of democracy was also a
leading motivator for many
Americans casting ballots in the
presidential election.

Iran’s currency
at all-time low 
as Trump wins
AP n TEHRAN

Iran’s currency fell on
Wednesday to an all-time

low as Donald Trump clinched
the US presidency again, sig-
nalling new challenges ahead
for Tehran as it remains locked
in the wars raging in the
Middle East.
The rial traded at 703,000 rials
to the dollar, traders in Tehran
said. The rate could still change
throughout the day. Iran’s
Central Bank could flood the
market with more hard curren-
cies as an attempt to improve
the rate, as it has done in the
past.
The slide comes as the rial
already faces considerable woes
over its sharp slide in value —
and as the mood on the streets
of Tehran among some dark-
ened.
“One-hundred per cent he will
intensify the sanctions,” said
Amir Aghaeian, a 22-year-old
student. “Things that are not in
our favour will be worse. Our
economy and social situation
will surely get worse.”
He added: “I feel the country is
going to blow up.”
In 2015, at the time of Iran’s
nuclear deal with world pow-
ers, the rial was at 32,000 to
USD 1. On July 30, the day that
Iran’s reformist President
Masoud Pezeshkian was sworn
in and started his term, the rate
was 584,000 to USD 1.
Trump unilaterally withdrew
America from the accord in
2018, sparking years of tensions
between the countries that per-
sist today.
Iran’s economy has struggled
for years under crippling inter-
national sanctions over its
rapidly advancing nuclear pro-
gram, which now enriches ura-
nium at near weapons-grade
levels.
Pezeshkian, elected after a heli-
copter crash killed hard-line
President Ebrahim Raisi in
May, came to power on a
promise to reach a deal to ease
Western sanctions.
However, Iran’s government
has for weeks been trying to
downplay the effect on Tehran
of whoever won Tuesday’s elec-
tion in the United States. That
stance continued on
Wednesday with a brief com-
ment from Fatemeh
Mohajerani, a spokeswoman
for Pezeshkian’s administra-
tion.
“The election of the US presi-
dent doesn’t have anything
specifically to do with us,” she
said. “The major policies of
America and the Islamic
Republic are fixed, and they
won’t heavily change by people
replacing others. We have
already made necessary prepa-
rations in advance.”
By midday Wednesday in the
Middle East, Donald Trump
was elected the 47th president
of the United States in a
remarkable political comeback.
Tensions still remain high
between the nations, 45 years
after the 1979 US Embassy
takeover and 444-day hostage
crisis that followed.

Supporters of Republican presidential nominee former President Donald Trump hold banners as they take part in Trump’s
Election Night Watch Party, at Palm Beach (Florida). PTI

Six Indian Americans taste success
PTI n WASHINGTON

Six Indian Americans have
won the elections to the

House of Representatives,
increasing their number from
five in the current Congress.
Indian-American lawyer Suhas
Subramanyam created history
by becoming the first from the
community to be elected from
Virginia and the entire East
Coast.
Subramanyan defeated Mike
Clancy of the Republican Party.
He is currently a Virginia State
Senator. There is a possibility
that the number of Indian
Americans in the House of
Representatives could increase
to seven as Dr Amish Shah was
leading by a slender margin
against his Republican incum-
bent in the first Congressional
District of Arizona.
“I am honoured and humbled
that the people of Virginia’s
10th District put their trust in

me to take on the toughest
fights and deliver results in
Congress. This district is my
home. I got married here, my
wife Miranda and I are raising
our daughters here, and the
issues our community faces are
personal to our family. It is an
honour to continue serving
this district in Washington,”
Subramanyam said.
Subramanyam, who previous-
ly served as a White House
Advisor to President Barack
Obama, is a Hindu by faith and
is popular among Indian
Americans nationwide. 
He joins the ‘Samosa Caucus’
in the Congress that currently
comprises five Indian
Americans – Ami Bera, Raja
Krishnamoorthi, Ro Khanna,
Pramila Jayapal and Shri
Thanedar.
All the five existing Indian
American members were re-
elected to the House of

Representatives. Shri Thanedar
was re-elected for the second
consecutive term from the 13th
Congressional District of
Michigan. He won it for the
first time in 2023. Raja
Krishnamoorthi won the sev-
enth Congressional District of
Illinois for the fifth consecutive
term. While the battles for
control of the White House and
Congress remain close, I am
honoured that the people of
Illinois’ 8th District have
extended my contract to repre-
sent them in Congress,”
Krishnamoorthi said.  “My
parents came to this country
with little more than a dream
for their family’s future and the
faith that they could achieve it
here in America,”
Krishnamoorthi concluded.
“Despite some hard times, we
did.” “My mission in Congress
is to fight for all the other fam-
ilies that are pursuing their

dreams, no matter where they
come from, how they worship,
or the number of letters in their
names... there are 29 in mine.” 
So did Ro Khanna who repre-
sents the seventeenth
Congressional District of
California and
Congresswoman Pramila
Jayapal, who represents the
seventh Congressional District
of Washington State.
A physician by profession, Dr
Ami Bera is the senior-most
Indian American Congressman
representing the sixth
Congressional District of
California since 2013. He was
re-elected for the seventh con-
secutive term.  In Arizona,
Shah from the Democratic Party
was slightly ahead of his
Republican Party’s incumbent
David Schweikett. He has
132,712 votes as against his
rival’s 128,606 votes when 63 per
cent of the votes were counted.

AP n BUDAPEST

Dozens of European lead-
ers will be gingerly seek-

ing to chart a more common
future during a one-day sum-
mit in Hungary’s capital on
Thursday. Yet despite myriad
economic challenges and two
wars in the neighborhood, all
eyes wil l  be g lued on
Washington to see whether
the pivotal US election will
cause a political rift through-
out the continent. 
The transatlantic relation-
ship will doubtless change
after the vote, leaders and
experts have said. 
The impact of the US results
could be felt for years to
come, on issues including
the war in Ukraine, the

European Union’s trade rela-
tions with the rest of the
world, migration, the Middle
East conflict and climate
change. 
“All this is putting peace,
stability and prosperity at
risk in our region,” said the
invitation letter to the leaders
of the European Political
Community, which unites
almost 50 nations in Europe
and its near abroad, bar
Russia and Belarus. 
Among the leaders likely to
attend on Thursday is
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, who is
expected to make another
plea for more aid as his coun-
try fends off Moscow’s inva-
sion. The timing is laden
with significance as Trump

has vowed to end the war
“within 24 hours” of being
elected — something leaders
in Kyiv interpret  as  an
impending evaporation of
U.S. support should Trump
win. 
Orbán makes plain his sup-
port for Trump 
Not so long ago, such a meet-
ing — which is also expect-
ed to include leaders from
non-EU countr ies  l ike
Turkey, Serbia and the United
Kingdom — would end with
praise for European unity
and a common political
direction. Yet with Hungarian
Prime Minister Viktor Orbán
as the host of the summit,
friction is as good as assured. 
Orbán,  who has openly
thrown his weight behind

Trump and argued the former
president is a “man of peace,”
has predicted a Trump victo-
ry and suggested that civil
and criminal cases against
him were the result of a polit-
ically motivated Department
of Justice — a common
Trump refrain. Having played
the obstructionist for years
within the 27-nation EU,
Orbán now holds the bloc’s
rotating presidency, giving
him a more prominent plat-
form and making him the
host of Thursday’s EPC sum-
mit, as well as another gath-
ering of EU leaders on Friday. 
The presidency under Orbán
caused turmoil from day one,
when he declared “Make
Europe Great Again” the
motto of his six months in

charge. It was a strikingly
clear reference to his affection
for Trump, which he fol-
lowed up with unannounced
visits to Moscow and Beijing,
angering EU leaders who said
he was not acting on their
behalf. In response to Orbán’s
self-styled “peace mission,”
many EU countries began
boycotting presidency meet-
ings in Budapest, or sending
only lower-level bureaucrats
rather than ministers .
However, no boycotts are
expected for this week’s sum-
mits. 
While Orbán has cast the
result of US elections as
determinative of Europe’s
future — he’s even delayed
passing Hungar y’s  2025
national budget until after a

new president is elected —
not all EU leaders are com-
fortable with the bloc’s fate
being so tightly bound up
with the movements  of
American politics. 
Donald Tusk, the center-right
prime minister of Poland,
said Europe must forge a
more independent path that is
less sensitive to changes
across the Atlantic. 
“Some claim that the future of
Europe depends on the
American elections, while it
depends first and foremost on
us, on the condition that
Europe finally grows up and
believes in its own strength,”
Tusk said in the days ahead of
the summit. “Whatever the
outcome, the era of geopolit-
ical outsourcing is over.”

The impact of the
US results could
be felt for years
to come, on
issues including
the war in
Ukraine, the
European Union’s
trade relations
with the rest of
the world,
migration, the
Middle East
conflict and
climate change. 

European leaders seek common future at summit but all eyes on Washington
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Rescuers pull 30 bodies from building in
central Lebanon hit in Israeli strike
AP n BARJA (LEBANON)

Lebanese rescuers pulled 30
bodies out of the rubble

after a late night Israeli strike
on an apartment building in
the town of Barja, Lebanon’s
Civil Defence service said
Wednesday as the Mideast
wars press on with no signs of
abating.
It remained unclear if there
were any survivors or bodies
still trapped under the rubble
following the Tuesday night
airstrike, which came without
warning. There was no state-
ment from the Israeli military
and the strike’s intended target
also was unknown.
Barja, a town just north of the
port city of Sidon in central
Lebanon, has not been regular-
ly targeted so far in the conflict.
“Something pulled me hard,
and then the explosion hap-
pened,” said Moussa Zahran,
who was at home with his wife
and son when the building was
hit. He said he couldn’t see but
started digging through the
rubble until he found his wife
and son — alive but injured —
and pulled them out. Both are

still in the hospital, he said.
Another building resident,
Muhyiddin Al- Qalaaji, said he
was at work when the strike
happened and heard the news
from his wife who called him
frantically.
“There are many dead and
injured,” he said as he carried
out what he could salvage of the
family’s belongings on
Wednesday morning.
Civil defence official Mostafa
Danaj said some of the neigh-
bours have reported there are
still people missing.
Israeli forces and the Hezbollah
militant group have been clash-
ing for more than a year, since
Hezbollah started firing rock-
ets across the border soon
after the deadly Hamas-led
attack on southern Israel
sparked the ongoing war in
Gaza in October last year.
The war on the Lebanese front
has substantially escalated since
mid-September, with Israel
launching a massive aerial
bombardment and ground
invasion.
On Tuesday, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
dismissed Defence Minister

Yoav Gallant in a surprise
announcement that sparked
protests across the country.
Gallant’s replacement is Foreign
Minister Israel Katz, a longtime
Netanyahu loyalist and veteran
Cabinet minister.
While Netanyahu has called for
continued military pressure on
Hamas, Gallant said military
force created the necessary
conditions for at least a tempo-
rary diplomatic deal that could
bring home hostages held by
the militant group.
The Israel-Hamas war began
after Palestinian militants
stormed into Israel on Oct 7,
2023, killing some 1,200 peo-
ple — mostly civilians — and

abducting 250 others, taking
them back to Gaza as hostages.
Israel’s military response in
Gaza has killed more than
43,000 people, Palestinian
health officials say. They do not
distinguish between civilians
and combatants, but say more
than half of those killed were
women and children.
Since the conflict between Israel
and Hezbollah erupted in 2023,
at least 3,000 people have been
killed and some 13,500 have been
wounded in Lebanon, about a
quarter of them women and chil-
dren, the Health Ministry report-
ed. A report by Lebanon’s crisis
response unit said that 361,300
Syrians and over 177,800
Lebanese have crossed into Syria
between Sept 23 and Nov 1, to
escape the fighting.
Hezbollah continues to send
dozens of rockets and drones
towards Israel. The projectiles
have killed 72 people in Israel so
far, including 30 soldiers, accord-
ing to Netanyahu’s office.
On Wednesday, sirens blared
across northern and central
Israel, including in the populous
metropolitan area of Tel Aviv, as
Hezbollah launched 10 rockets

towards Israel. Israel’s Magen
David Adom rescue services
said there were no reports of
injuries.
A large portion of a rocket
slammed into a parked car in the
central Israeli city of Raanana.
Rockets also struck an open
area near Israel’s main airport,
Israeli media reported, though
the airport said flights were
operating as normally.
Israel’s Magen David Adom res-
cue services said there were no
injuries. Israeli police said they
arrested 40 people during protests
on Tuesday night when the
demonstrators blocked Israel’s
main highway in Tel Aviv.
Another night of protests was
planned across Israel on
Wednesday evening, over
Gallant’s firing.
Netanyahu and Gallant have
repeatedly been at odds over the
war in Gaza but the prime min-
ister had avoided letting go of his
rival before the US presidential
election on Tuesday.
By midday Wednesday in the
Middle East, Donald Trump was
elected the 47th president of the
United States in a remarkable
political comeback.

Russia ratifies N Korea
military alliance pact
AP n MOSCOW

The upper house of Russian
parliament on Wednesday

ratified a treaty with North
Korea envisioning mutual mil-
itary assistance, a move that
comes as the US has con-
firmed the deployment of
10,000 North Korean troops to
Russia.
The “comprehensive strategic
partnership treaty,” which
Russian President Vladimir
Putin signed with North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un on
a visit to Pyongyang in June,
obliges Russia and North
Korea to immediately provide
military assistance using “all
means” if either is attacked. It
marked the strongest link
between Moscow and
Pyongyang since the end of
the Cold War.
The pact’s endorsement by
the upper house, the
Federation Council, follows its
ratification by the lower house,

the State Duma, on Oct 24.
On Monday, US State
Department spokesperson
Matthew Miller told reporters
that up to 10,000 North
Korean soldiers were in
Russia’s Kursk region and were
preparing to join Moscow’s
fight against Ukraine in the
coming days. If they engage in
combat, it would be North
Korea’s first participation in a
large-scale conflict since the
end of the 1950-53 Korean
War.
Moscow and Pyongyang have
responded vaguely to South
Korean and Western claims of
the North Korean troop
deployment to Russia, empha-
sizing that their military coop-
eration conforms with interna-
tional law, without directly
admitting the presence of the
North’s forces in Russia.
On Monday, Putin met with
North Korean Foreign
Minister Choe Son Hui, who
was on an official visit to

Russia since late last week.
During her talks with Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov, Choe reiterated
Pyongyang’s support “for the
just fight of Russia’s military
and people to defend their
country’s sovereign rights and
security interests” in Ukraine.
Russia and North Korea have
previously rejected assertions
by the US and its allies that
Pyongyang has given Moscow
ballistic missiles and millions
of artillery shells for use in
Ukraine.
South Korean and Western
officials voiced concerns about
Russia’s possible transfer of
technology to North Korea to
enhance its nuclear and mis-
sile programmes in exchange
for its troops.
On Tuesday, North Korea fired
a barrage of short-range bal-
listic missiles into the sea in a
demonstration of its military
capability hours before the
US presidential election.

10,000 North Korean troops deployed to Kursk: US

Philippine forces retake island in mock
combat as China’s navy watches
AP n THITU ISLAND (SOUTH
CHINA SEA)

Philippine forces retook an
island in the South China

Sea Wednesday in the first
such combat exercise in the dis-
puted waters as Chinese navy
ships kept watch from a dis-
tance, the Philippine military
chief said.
Gen Romeo Brawner Jr, who
witnessed the drills from a
navy frigate, said the exercise
underscored the readiness of
Filipino forces to defend the
country’s sovereignty at all
costs.
“We are warning our neigh-
bours or whoever or any exter-
nal forces that we are capable
of defending our islands,”
Brawner told a small group of

journalists, including The
Associated Press, invited to
the exercises.
There were no immediate com-
ments from Chinese officials,
but they have opposed past war
drills in the South China Sea,
which Beijing claims virtually
in its entirety.
The long-seething territorial
disputes that also involve other
claimants are a delicate fault
line in the US-China rivalry in
Asia and likely will remain a
major foreign policy concern
for the next American presi-
dent.
China has rapidly expanded its
military and become increas-
ingly assertive in pursuing ter-
ritorial claims in the South
China Sea. The tensions have
led to more frequent con-

frontations, primarily with the
Philippines and Vietnam,
though the Chinese coast guard
has had recent territorial tiffs
with Indonesia and Malaysia.
In the drills, a Philippine navy
frigate approached Loaita
Island, which the Philippines
calls Kota Island, while four
speedboats with marines and
navy sailors landed on its
beach. A Philippine air force
aircraft later dropped food and
other supplies to the forces that
retook the island.
Brawner said Chinese navy
ships observing from a distance
“added realism to the exercise.”
The US has been regarded as a
crucial counterweight to China
and has supported the
Philippines as it faces Chinese
aggression.

month. Marriyum Aurangzeb, a senior min-
ister in the Punjab province asked people to
wear face masks to avoid a complete lockdown
in the city. Lahore is the provincial capital.
Authorities in the city have already banned bar-
becuing food without filters, as well as the use
of motorised rickshaws — and wedding halls
must close by 10 pm.

AP n LAHORE

Record-high air pollution in Pakistan’s cultur-
al capital of Lahore is sending more people to

hospitals and private clinics, doctors said
Wednesday as authorities warned a complete lock-
down could be imminent if residents fail to don
face masks and follow other guidance related to
smog.
The warning came after residents out on the streets
in Lahore, which has a population of 14 million,
were seen overwhelmingly without masks. Doctors
say most people are complaining of either having
a cough or that they feel their eyes are burning.
“Tens of thousands of patients suffering from res-
piratory diseases were treated at hospitals and clin-
ics in a week,” said Salman Kazmi, vice president
of the Pakistan Medical Association.
You can see people coughing whenever you go, but
they still hardly wear face masks, he said.
Lahore remained the world’s most polluted city
Wednesday morning, with air-quality index hit-
ting a record high of over 1,100. Anything over 300
is considered hazardous to health.
A toxic smog has shrouded the city since last

Record-high pollution hits Lahore

Crypto frenzy
London (AP): The price of bit-
coin hit a new high Wednesday
as investors bet that former
President Donald Trump’s vic-
tory in the US presidential
election will be a boon for cryp-
tocurrencies. Bitcoin jumped
nearly 8% in early trading,
climbing above $75,000 and
smashing its previous record
set in March. Other cryptocur-
rencies also soared, including
ether.
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PTI n MUMBAI

The total vehicle retail sales
in India witnessed a 32

per cent Y-O-Y Brandon
Sklenar as Atlas Corrigan rise
in October to 28,32,944 units
with all segments including
two-wheelers and passenger
vehicles registering strong
growth, Federation of
Automobile Dealers'
Association (FADA) said on
Wednesday.
The total vehicle retail sales
in October 2023 stood at
21,43,929 units, as per FADA.
The strong growth in
October this year was largely
driven by the rural market,
especially boosting two-
wheeler and passenger
vehicles sales, supported by
increased Minimum Support
Price (MSP) for Rabi crops,

FADA said.
Passenger vehicle sales grew
32.38 per cent to 4,83,159

units in 2024, from 3,64,991
units retailed in October
2023, it stated.

Two-wheeler sales for the
previous month were
recorded at 20,65,095 units,
as compared to 15,14,634
units in October 2023,
registering a growth of 36.35
per cent, while three-wheeler
sales were up 11.45 per cent
year-on-year to 1,22,846 in in
October 2024, it said.
Tractor sales, according to
FADA, increased 3.08 per
cent during October to
64,433 units, from 62,542
units a year ago.
The convergence of major
festivals (Navratri and
Diwali) in October
significantly boosted
consumer demand; attractive
festive offers, new model
launches, and improved stock
availability led to a 36 per
cent year-on-year and 71 per
cent month-on-month

growth in two-wheelers,
according to FADA.
Besides, rural sentiments,
favourable monsoon and
good crop expectations,
further contributed to the
growth, it stated.
Moreover, the 32 per cent
year-on-year and 75 per cent
month-on-month rise in
passenger vehicle sales was
driven by festive demand,
aggressive offers, and new
model introductions, it said.
FADA remains optimistic
about near-term growth of
the overall automobile
industry particularly with the
wedding season ahead.
However, potential challenges
such as inventory overstock
and economic headwinds
may affect sales momentum
towards the end of the year, it
said.

PTI n NEW DELHI

Four companies, including
p h a r m a c e u t i c a l

formulation firm Rubicon
Research and TPG Capital-
backed Sai Life Sciences, have
received Sebi's go-ahead to
raise at least Rs 3,000 crore
collectively through Initial
Public Offerings (IPOs), an
update with the markets
regulator showed on
Wednesday.
The other two firms that
obtained the regulator's
clearance are yarn
manufacturer Sanathan
Textiles and auto components
maker Metalman Auto.
Meanwhile, BMW Ventures,
which filed its preliminary
IPO papers in September,
withdrew the documents on
October 28.
The four companies -Rubicon
Research, Sai Life Sciences,
Sanathan Textiles and
Metalman Auto -- which filed
their draft IPO papers with
Sebi during July and August,
obtained the regulator's
observations on October 31,
the update showed.
In Sebi's parlance, obtaining
observations means its go-
ahead to float public issues.
The Rs 1,085-crore IPO of
Rubicon Research is a
combination of a fresh issue of
equity shares worth Rs 500
crore and an Offer For Sale
(OFS) of shares valued at Rs
585 crore by the promoter,
General Atlantic Singapore RR
Pte Limited, according to the

Draft Red Herring Prospectus
(DRHP).
At present, General Atlantic
owns over 57 per cent stake in
Rubicon Research.
The company proposes to
utilise proceeds from the fresh
issue to the tune of Rs 310
crore for payment of debt.
Also, funds will be used for
supporting inorganic growth
through unidentified
acquisitions as well as other
strategic initiatives and general
corporate purposes.
Hyderabad-based Sai Life
Sciences' proposed IPO
comprises a fresh issue of
equity shares worth Rs 800
crore and an OFS of 6.15 crore
shares by a promoter, investor
shareholders and other
shareholders, the DRHP
showed. Of the IPO proceeds,
funds to the tune of Rs 600
crore will be used for debt
payment and a portion will be
used for corporate general
purposes, the draft papers filed
showed.

Sanathan Textiles' IPO is a mix
of a fresh issue of equity shares
aggregating up to Rs 500 crore
and an OFS of up to Rs 300
crore by promoters and
promoter group entities, it
stated. Proceeds from the fresh
issue of shares worth Rs 210
crore will be used for
investment in the company's
subsidiary - Sanathan Polycot
Private Limited - for funding
its long-term working capital
requirements, Rs 175 crore for
repayment of debt, besides
general corporate purposes.
The proposed IPO of
Metalman Auto is a
combination of a fresh issue of
equity shares worth Rs 350
crore and an OFS of up to 1.26
crore shares by its promoters.
Proceeds from the fresh issue
to the tune of Rs 25 crore will
be used to part financing the
capital expenditure towards
procurement of plant and
machinery at Pithampur
manufacturing unit two in
Madhya Pradesh.

PTI n MUMBAI

Reserve Bank Governor
Shaktikanta Das on

Wednesday said the incoming
data on economic growth is
"mixed", but the positive
factors outweigh the negative
ones.
Speaking at Business
Standard's annual BFSI event
here, Das stressed that the
underlying economic activity
by and large remains strong.
"Data which is coming in is
mixed but the positives
outweigh the negatives and by
and large underlying activities
remain strong," Das said.
It can be noted that many
analysts have been voicing
concerns about growth,
especially after official data
showed growth slowing to a
15-quarter low of 6.7 per cent
in the first quarter of FY25.
The RBI, however, has been
holding onto its estimate of

7.2 per cent real GDP growth
for FY25, even as some expect
it to be lower than 7 per cent.
Das said the RBI tracks over
70 high-speed indicators to
arrive at its estimates and
described both the positive
factors pushing the number
and the negatives pulling it
down.
The industrial production or
IIP data, and moderation in

urban demand being
witnessed by fast-moving
consumer goods companies
are the negative factors.
Besides, subsidy outgoes have
increased in the September
quarter and will impact the
Q2 GDP number, Das said.
The positives include the
handsome growth in GST e-
way bills, toll collections, air
passenger traffic, and steel

and cement industry
performance, Das said.
Amid the increased
discussion on the auto sector
prospects recently with
concerns around rising
inventory amid lower
demand, Das said the sector
has done exceedingly well in
October with a 30 per cent
growth which includes a 23
per cent rise in four-wheeler
sales.
Additionally, the agriculture
and services sectors are also
doing well, Das said.
"I would not rush to declare
that the economy is slowing
down," the RBI governor said
amid some analysts saying
that the economy is in a
cyclical growth slowdown.
When reminded of his animal
analogies on inflation and
asked to choose the animal
which describes the Indian
economy, Das said national
animal "tiger" which is also

there in the RBI logo best
describes the country.
He said the economy has got
the strength of a tiger, while
RBI provides the "agility",
which is another key attribute
of the tiger.
On inflation, Das said the
October headline consumer
price inflation number to be
announced on November 12
will be higher than
September's 5.5 per cent, but
added that the central bank
had already pencilled in the
higher numbers for the two
months.
The shift in stance of the
monetary policy should not be
seen as a precursor to a rate cut
at the very next meeting of the
rate-setting panel, Das said
adding that the panel is under
no pressure on the next course
of action.
On the issue of regulatory and
supervisory actions against
four non-banks recently, Das

reiterated that the RBI has
acted against a very small
number if one were to
compare the overall number of
NBFCs (non-banking
financial companies), which is
9,400.
Asserting that the central bank
actions are "calibrated,
selective and measured", Das
said such decisions are not
abrupt and are preceded by
months of bilateral
engagement with an entity.
It is only when an entity
refuses or delays RBI's
suggestions that such actions
are taken, Das said, adding
that the number of entities
marked out for the need to
improve is far higher than the
ones against whom actions are
taken.
Detailed reasons on why an
action has been taken are
given to the entity, Das said,
underlining that these actions
are not "punitive" but

"corrective" in nature wherein
the RBI takes back the
measures if it sees
improvements sought.
The RBI has done a quick
study to understand the use of
borrowed funds being
deployed to punt on the capital
markets, Das said and added
that this phenomenon does
not pose a major risk to the
banking sector or lead to
"systemic instability".
He urged banks to look at the
end use of funds even in
unsecured loans, admitting
that it is very difficult to
monitor the same.
The RBI does not have a
prescribed credit deposit ratio
for the banks, Das said, adding
that this ratio has improved to
80 per cent at the systemic
level in the last few months.
However, there are a few
entities which are the outliers
on this, he admitted.
Quality of loan underwriting

and the ability to sustain the
loan growth are two important
aspects that the central bank
looks at while understanding
loan growth, Das specified. He
also made clear that the central
bank does not have a view on
credit growth.
The RBI endeavours to "smell
around" constantly, and be
preemptive in identifying and
rectifying risks before they
become into systemic trouble,
he said.
Replying to a question on the
future of central bank digital
currency (CBDC), Das said
the RBI is in no hurry to
have a national launch of
what is a pilot project at
present and added that new
use cases are emerging like
Odisha's transfer of cash
support to beneficiaries
under a scheme or some
corporates transferring
lunch vouchers to employee
wallets.

PTI n NEW DELHI

Air India has deployed
additional resources,

including help desk kiosks,
at touch points and airports
to ensure a smooth
experience for Vistara
passengers post its merger
with the airline next week,
an official said on
Wednesday.

Full-service carriers - Air
India and Vistara, a joint
venture between Tatas and
Singapore Airlines - set to
be merged on November 11.
Post-merger, the routes and
schedule operated by
Vistara and the Vistara in-
flight experience will
remain the same.
Also, Vistara aircraft will be
identified by a special four-

digit Air India code
beginning with the digit '2'.
The official in the know
said Air India deployed
additional resources across
touch points in India,
including help desk kiosks,
at the curbside before
terminal entry at hubs and
metro city airports.
There will be "customer
support staff wearing 'How

may I assist you?' Air India
x Vistara branded t-shirts
for support", the official
added.
In due course, Vistara
airport ticketing offices and
check-in terminals will
become that of Air India.
Over the last few months,
2,70,000 customers who
had booked Vistara flights
have been migrated to Air

India, and more than 4.5
million Vistara loyalty
programme members are
being migrated to Air
India's loyalty programme.
There are concerns in
certain quarters on whether
Vistara passengers will
continue to get the same
services post-merger as Air
India, which is in the
transformation phase, has

been facing certain service
issues in recent times.
The Tata Group-owned Air
India has emphasised that
the Vistara experience will
remain post-merger.
The integrated entity will
have a fleet of more than
200 planes, offering
connectivity to 90 domestic
and international
destinations.

Incoming data on GDP growth mixed but positives outweigh negatives: Reserve Bank Governor

PSPCL AND GNDEC LUDHIANA SIGN MOU

LUDHIANA: Punjab State Power
Corporation Limited (PSPCL) and
Guru Nanak Dev Engineering
College (GNDEC), Ludhiana, have
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) under the
guidance of Power Minister of
Punjab, Harbhajan Singh ETO. 

ALL INDIA INTER-UNIVERSITY TAEKWONDO (MEN)
CHAMPIONSHIP BEGINS

AMRITSAR: The All India Inter-
University Taekwondo (Men)
Championship started today and
will continue until November 9,
2024. This exciting event is
taking place at Multipurpose Hall
of Guru Nanak Dev University. 

CRICKET MATCH ORGANISED BY DEPARTMENT OF
EDUCATION

AMRITSAR: Department of
Education of Guru Nanak Dev
University organized its first
annual department cricket match
to foster the sense of healthy
competitions among the students
of the department.

INBRIEF

PTI n DABOLIM/GOA

Maruti Suzuki India is
targeting markets like

UAE, Saudi Arabia, Chile,
Mexico and other Latin
American countries with its
upcoming new version of
compact sedan Dzire to
accelerate exports as it eyes
over 3 lakh units of overseas
shipments this fiscal, a senior
company official said on
Wednesday. In the domestic
market, the company hopes
to enhance its share in the
sedan market amid the
passenger vehicles market
shifting towards SUVs
(Sports Utility Vehicles),
with the new Dzire which is
slated for launch next week.
“We have been growing
(exports) at a rate of about
11.9 per cent in the first
seven months of the financial
year and we hope to continue
on that momentum. So we
hope to do more than about 3
lakh car exports within this
financial year,” Maruti
Suzuki India Executive
Director Corporate Affairs

Rahul Bharti told PTI here.
In contrast, just about four
years ago, the company's
exports were below one lakh
per year, he added.
“So, now we'll be doing about
three times of that, and by
the turn of the decade, we
hope to multiply it another
three times over to
something like 8 lakh units a
year,” Bharti added.
Elaborating on the export
strategy, Bharti said, “One of
the biggest enablers of
increasing export is more
models in more geographies.
So, we are adding the
number of models, and we
are adding the markets also.”
At the moment, he said, the

company is exporting to
Latin America, the Middle
East and Southeast Asia.
Further, he said, “At some
point in time, we will re-
enter Europe and Japan also
(with upcoming electric SUV
eVitara).” With the upcoming
new version of Dzire
compact sedan, Bharti said,
“We hope to increase our
exports also because with the
new sleek design,
technologies, six airbags, as
standard, it is being widely
accepted in the market.” He
further said, “We have to
increase the density in those
(existing) markets. We will
target markets like the UAE,
Saudi Arabia, Chile, Mexico,
other countries in Latin
America and maybe some
markets in Southeast Asia
also.” The existing Dzire
model was among the top
three export models in
October, he added. On the
domestic front, Maruti
Suzuki India Senior
Executive Officer, Marketing
and Sales, Partho Banerjee
said the company hopes to

enhance its share in the
sedan market with the new
offering.
Last year, the outgoing
version of Dzire clocked over
1.6 lakh units, he said,
adding that with the new
offering coming in the
company expects more
growth. “Every second car
which is sold in the sedan
segment (in the domestic
market) happens to be from
Maruti...We are, in fact,
increasing our market share
in the sedan segment,” he
asserted. Banerjee
acknowledged that with the
SUVs growing faster, the
sedan segment is shrinking
but sedans will continue to
have its market as SUV
demand stabilises at some
point in time. “Being the
market leader we need to be
present in all the segments.
“Our take is this, in each
segment, we need to be
present and offer products to
the consumers. Let the
consumer decide which form
factor they want to go,”
Banerjee said.

Maruti Suzuki seeking to enhance exports with upcoming new Dzire sedan

Rubicon Research, Sai Life
Sciences and two others get
Sebi's nod to float IPOs

Total vehicle retail sales in India in October sees
32 per cent Y-O-Y rise to 28,32,944 units: FADA

PNS n NEW DELHI

Brand Street Integrated has
announced the expansion

of its Southern operations
with the launch of its Kerala
office. Following successful
initiatives across Hyderabad
and other Southern regions,
the Kerala expansion is a
significant step in their
strategic journey to bring
innovative and localised
marketing solutions to brands
across India.
Leading the new Kerala
division are two of Brand
Street Integrated’s experts
namely, Rajinikanth
Manickam, bringing over five
years of experience within the
company, and Joe Matthew,
both of whom possess a deep
understanding of the local
market and consumer
behavior. Their expertise will
be instrumental in offering

clients tailored, on-ground
marketing solutions that
resonate with the region’s
unique audience.  “We are
incredibly excited to
strengthen our presence in
the South by launching
operations in Kerala,” said
Surendra Singh, CEO of
Brand Street Integrated.
“Kerala represents a vibrant
market with a wealth of
opportunity, and expanding
here allows us to offer brands
even more localised and
impactful marketing
solutions.” Brand Street
Integrated’s Kerala operations
will provide the full spectrum
of experiential marketing
services, including rural and
digital marketing, OOH
advertising, and
merchandising solutions, all
backed by a unique, data-
driven approach to ensure
optimal engagement.

Brand Street Integrated
expands with new
operations in Kerala

PTI n NEW DELHI

Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India

(FSSAI) will hold meeting of
its Central Advisory
Committee (CAC) on
November 7-8 to discuss
food safety issues on e-
commerce platforms among
others challenges.
The meeting, to be held
under the chairmanship of
FSSAI's CEO G Kamala
Vardhana Rao, will see
participation of food
commissioners from all
states/Union Territories or
their representatives.
According to sources, the
CAC meeting will be held on
November 7 to November 8
to discuss the various issues,
including how to strengthen
surveillance and testing of
food products across all
states to ensure food safety.
The CAC will also discuss
measures to be adopted to

ensure sale of quality food
products on e-commerce
platforms, they said.
The committee will discuss
this issue amid reports of
sale of food products
nearing expiry on e-
commerce platforms.
Sources said FSSAI is likely

to call a meeting of big e-
commerce players next week
to ensure food safety.
As per the Food Safety and
Standards Act, 2006, the
food authority constitutes
the CAC for close
cooperation between the
Authority and enforcement
a g e n c i e s / o r g a n i s a t i o n s
operating in the field of
food.
The committee generally
meets three to four times a
year and advises the
Authority on various matters
including prioritisation of
work, identifying potential
risks and the pooling of
knowledge.

FSSAI to hold CAC meet to
discuss food safety issues
on e-commerce platforms

Air India deploys additional resources at touch points, airports to help Vistara passengers

PTI n NEW DELHI

Thailand has emerged as
the favourite

international honeymoon
destination for Indian
couples, replacing Maldives,
as it recorded the highest
share of honeymoon package
bookings between October
2023 and September 2024 on
MakeMyTrip, the travel
booking platform said on
Wednesday.

The Maldives saw a 16.2 per
cent Year-on-Year decline in
honeymoon package
bookings while all other top
five international
destinations - Indonesia,
Mauritius, and Vietnam -
gained share this year, the
travel booking platform
stated.
MakeMyTrip's 'How India
Travels for Honeymoon',
analyses booking data from
October 2023 to September

2024, compared to the same
period in the preceding year.
Thailand increased its
booking share by 5.2 per cent
year-on-year, surpassing the
Maldives, which led the
rankings last year.
On the domestic front, the
Andamans replaced Kerala
as the most booked
honeymoon destination,
increasing its share of
honeymoon package
bookings by 6.9 per cent YoY. 

Thailand replaces Maldives to emerge as top
honeymoon destination for Indian couples: MakeMyTrip
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European heavyweights
Real Madrid and
Manchester City both

suffered big defeats in the
Champions League.
Defending champion Madrid
was humbled 3-1 at home by
AC Milan, while Erling
Haaland missed a penalty and
City squandered a fourth-
minute lead as it lost 4-1 at
Sporting Lisbon, whose coach
will soon take charge of its
crosstown rival.
It was a much better evening
for Liverpool, as Luis Diaz
scored a hat trick and Cody
Gakpo grabbed another goal in
a 4-0 win over German
champion Bayer Leverkusen at
Anfield that marred Xabi
Alonso’s return to his old
home.
The Leverkusen coach was
given a warm welcome on his
return to the club where he
became a fan favorite as a
player over five seasons
between 2004-09. Alonso won
the Champions League with

Liverpool in 2005.
Liverpool moved top of the
league phase table with four
wins from four games,
followed by Sporting and
Monaco, both on 10 points
after three wins and a draw.
Under the new 36-team format
introduced by UEFA this
season, the top eight teams
advance directly to the next
round, and those from ninth to
24th enter playoffs to reach it,
while the bottom 12 are
eliminated.
AMORIM’S AUDITION:
Before their game, Sporting
fans displayed a huge tifo
thanking Rúben Amorim in
his last home game before he
takes over Manchester United.
Phil Foden then got City off to
a flying start in the fourth
minute, only the second goal
Sporting has conceded in four
games of the competition.
But Swedish forward Viktor
Gyökeres scored a hat trick as
Sporting came roaring back.
Gyökeres first equalized in the
38th after a perfect through
ball from Geovany Quenda,

before Maximiliano Araújo
made it 2-1 right after the
break. Gyökeres then made it
3-1 from the penalty spot after
Joško Gvardiol was penalized
for a shove on Francisco
Trincão in the area.
Haaland’s penalty hit the

crossbar, before Gyökeres
showed the Norwegian how it’s
done with another spot kick at
the other end to complete the
scoring.
It is the first time since 2018
that City has lost three straight
games, coming off a defeat to

Tottenham in the English
League Cup and a loss to
Bournemouth in the Premier
League. 
“In my seven and a half years at
the club, I don’t remember
losing three games in a row,”
City midfielder Bernardo Silva

said. 
MADRID FALTERING: In
Spain, Christian Pulisic sent in
a corner for Malick Thiaw to
head Milan into a 12th-minute
lead, ensuring Madrid trailed
in a third straight game in the
Champions League this

season. The 15-time champion
had already lost to surprise
team Lille in their second
game.
Vinícius Júnior equalized from
the penalty spot in the 23rd
after he’d been tripped, but
Álvaro Morata pounced on the
rebound after Andriy Lunin
saved Rafael Leão’s shot to
restore the visitors’ lead against
his former club.
Morata had already been given
a hostile reception from the
home fans, who evidently
remember the goal he scored
to take Juventus through to the
2015 final at their team’s
expense.
Tijjani Reijnders scored Milan’s
third goal as the home fans
made their frustrations known
at Santiago Bernabéu Stadium.
“The last two defeats are
inexplicable. We have to
analyze and react quickly,”
Lunin said, referring to
Madrid’s 4-0 loss to Barcelona
in its previous Spanish league
game. 
It’s the first time since 2009 that
Madrid has lost two successive

games at home with at least
three goals conceded in each,
according to Opta. “We have to
get back on track,” Lunin said.
OTHER RESULTS: German
forward Nicolas Kühn scored
twice as Celtic defeated Leipzig
3-1 at home, and Juventus
drew 1-1 at Lille.
Lille midfielder Edon
Zhegrova eluded two
defenders before playing a
perfect pass for Jonathan
David, who fired inside the far
post, but Dušan Vlahovic
equalized with a penalty for the
Italian club.
Donyell Malen scored late for
Borussia Dortmund to beat
Sturm Graz 1-0 at home, and
Thilo Kehrer did likewise for
Monaco to win at Bologna 1-0.
United States midfielder Malik
Tillman scored one goal and
set up another as PSV
Eindhoven beat Spanish team
Girona 4-0.
Dinamo Zagreb dealt Slovan
Bratislava its fourth straight
defeat in the competition as the
visitors came from behind to
win 4-1 in Bratislava.
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Cristiano Ronaldo scored the second
goal as Al-Nassr defeated defending

champion Al-Ain of the United Arab
Emirates 5-1 in the AFC Champions
League Elite to put Saudi Arabian teams in
the top three places in the 12-team
standings.
Al-Nassr has 10 points from four games,
two behind local rivals Al-Hilal and Al-
Ahli who both have a perfect record with
four wins.
Anderson Talisca opened the scoring in
Riyadh after just five minutes with a shot
into the bottom corner from the edge of
the area. Ronaldo then netted his second
goal of this season’s competition from
close range just after the half-hour mark
after goalkeeper Khalid Eisa could only
parry Sadio Mane’s shot from outside the

area.
The third came before the break as
Angelo’s low cross was deflected into his
own net by Fabio Cardoso, but Al-Ain
pulled a goal back 10 minutes after the
restart as Park Yong-woo’s shot hit the post
but rebounded off the back of diving

goalkeeper Bento and into the net.
Wesley and Talisca added late goals for Al-
Nassr to cement the Saudi dominance of
the western zone’s group. The top eight
from each of the two groups progress to
the knockout stages.
In the eastern zone, Vissel Kobe of Japan
went top of the group with a 2-0 win over
South Korea’s Gwangju FC, the previous
leader. Taisei Miyashiro scored with a
penalty after 15 minutes and Daiju Sasaki
sealed the victory after the break.
Johor Darul Tazim of Malaysia went third
with a 3-0 win over two-time champion
Ulsan HD of South Korea.
Just three days after lifting the Chinese
Super League title, Shanghai Port lost 3-1
at Kawasaki Frontale of Japan.
Australia’s sole representative Central
Coast Mariners picked up its first point
with a 2-2 draw with Shanghai Shenhua.
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Coco Gauff earned her
second victory over Iga

Swiatek in 13 career matchups,
winning 6-3, 6-4 at the WTA
Finals to reach the semifinals
of the season-ending
tournament. 
The result means that Swiatek
can’t move up from No. 2 in
the rankings this week, so
Aryna Sabalenka will finish
the year at No. 1 for the first
time.
It was Gauff ’s first victory over
Swiatek since the 2023
Cincinnati Open, snapping a
four-match losing skid head-
to-head. Gauff, the 2023 U.S.

Open champion, also put an
end to five-time Grand Slam
champ Swiatek’s six-match
unbeaten run at the WTA
Finals, an event the Polish star
won a year ago.

The win moved Gauff to 2-0 in
the Orange Group, while
Swiatek fell to 1-1. Swiatek had
rallied to beat Barbora
Krejcikova in three sets on
Sunday in her first match in

two months. 
Krejcikova, the Wimbledon
champion, kept her chances of
advancing alive with a 6-3, 6-3
win over Jessica Pegula. That
eliminated Pegula, who lost in
straight sets to Gauff in their
opening match in Saudi
Arabia.
Krejcikova was the last player
to qualify for the event for the
top eight players on the
women’s tennis tour, earning
her berth thanks to her Grand
Slam title at the All England
Club in July. At No. 13, she
became the lowest-ranked
player to win a WTA Finals
match since Magda Maleeva
22 years ago.
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Manas Dhamne could be
the answer to Indian

tennis’ desperate search for ‘Mr
Dependable’, reckons new
Davis Cup coach Ashutosh
Singh, who is mighty
impressed with the teenager’s
diligent approach and
workmanlike attitude.
Ashutosh, who replaced
Zeeshan Ali as coach, observed
the youngster from Malegaon
in Stockholm, where India
competed in the Davis Cup
Group I tie against Sweden.
Dhamne, 16, did not get to play
a match but was part of the
squad that travelled to
Stockholm along with another
youngster, Aryan Shah.
It was a clear sign that the team
management and the selectors
wanted Dhamne and Shah to
have the Davis Cup experience,
what it means to be with the
national squad and what it
takes to represent the country
at the World Cup of tennis.
While India were bested 0-4 by
the hosts, coach Ashutosh
chose to see a silver lining in
the forgettable outing in
Sweden. 
“Manas is a quintessential hard
worker with a workman like
attitude,” said Ashutosh, who is
son of former Davis Cupper
Balram Singh.
“He just makes eye contact and
nods ‘ok’ for any on-court
work he’s asked to do. He has
potential to become the Mr
Dependable in singles that
Indian tennis has long been

searching for,” remarked
Ashutosh.
“Of course it’s miles to go but
the road he’s taken looks
possible with his diligent
approach. One has to keep in
mind that Manas is only 16
and does need careful
supervision in certain aspects
of his workload management
but it seems he’s in experienced
hands at his training base in
Italy.”
India have just one player in
top-100 in Sumit Nagal (83)
and the next best is Ramkumar
Ramanathan, way behind at
number 309, followed by Sasi
Kumar Mukund (365). All
others are outside the top-500
bracket.
Dhamne initially trained in
Pune but left for Italy to train
with renowned coach Riccardo
Piatti at the Piatti Tennis
Center in Bordighera.
Dhamne made a quick
impression when he won the
singles titles at the ITF Asia-
Oceania Junior (Under-18)

championships in 2022,
becoming the youngest Indian
to win the prestigious event at
the age 14 years and nine
months.
A year later, he was given a
wild card by the MSLTA for the
Tata Open Maharashtra, the
ATP250 event, and again he
impressed with his baseline
game and range of strokes
against American Mihale
Mmoh, who was ranked 113
then.
In the season 2024, Dhamne
has consistently competed on
the ITF Men’s Tour. He himself
has not yet broken into top-
1000 but already has wins over
Nicholas David Ionel (378)
Japanese veteran Tatsuma Ito
(top-60 a few years back) and
Romania’s Vlad Dancu
(ranked 565).
Ashutosh said India may have
lost badly in Sweden but not
everything was bleak.
“The main thing is to keep the
main thing as the main thing. I
want to bring to the forefront

the excitement that the debuts
of two young tennis players,
which has largely gone
unnoticed due to other
important discussions going
on.”
Talking about Aryan Shah,
Ashutosh said he was a
“skilful” player.
“Aryan is hard working and a
quick learner with an
enterprising head on his
shoulders. Being inquisitive is
a good indication of the
eagerness of a young mind to
learn, Aryan definitely checks
that box.
“Alongside Manas, he brings
much-needed unbridled
energy of youth into the team.
Having played all four junior
grand slams in singles, he has
foundation of top tier exposure
to firmly understand the
points of his game he needs to
work on.”
Ashutosh had an interesting
take on how India’s junior
players approach the domestic
tournaments. 
He said it was worrying that
many players, equipped with
talent and the game, were not
succeeding, simply because
they were burning themselves
out by playing more
tournaments than necessary.
“Till U12, players shouldn’t
play more than 12 weeks. U14
also should be 15-16 weeks
because each player plays two
age groups, and they end
playing almost 30-40 weeks
per year. So, there is no time
for working on the game and
fitness.
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The most successful boxing
nation at the Paris

Olympics has joined the new
governing body that aims to
keep the sport in the 2028 Los
Angeles Games after years of
turmoil outside the ring.
The boxing federation of
Uzbekistan, whose fighters
won five of the 13 gold medals
in Paris this year, is among four
new members of World
Boxing, said the Switzerland-
based body that is trying to
win formal recognition by the
International Olympic
Committee.
The IOC has set a deadline of
“early 2025” to work with a
new governing body replacing
the Russian-led International
Boxing Association, which was
banished from the Olympic
movement last year.
In a years-long dispute with
the IBA over finance and
integrity concerns, the IOC has
overseen boxing tournaments
at the past two Olympics in
Paris and Tokyo but does not
want to organize for a third

time in Los Angeles. The
dispute intensified in 2018
when boxing officials defied
IOC warnings and elected
Uzbek businessman Gafur
Rahkimov as their leader.
The IOC recently warned
boxing federations that stay
loyal to the IBA, now led by
Russian Umar Kremlev, they
will be cut off from funding
and liaison with their national
Olympic committee -
effectively blocking their path
to the 2028 Summer Games.
“The addition of Uzbekistan
and Kazakhstan, which are two
of the world’s leading boxing
nations, is a major coup for
World Boxing,” the emerging
governing body said, which
also added Guatemala and
Laos to a roster of 55 members.
World Boxing president Boris
van der Vorst said the recruits
“recognize it is the only way to
keep the Olympic dreams of
their boxers alive.”
The new members joined at a
meeting in Pueblo, Colorado
which hosted World Boxing’s
first global championships, at
under-19 level.
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Southern rivals Kerala Blasters FC and
Hyderabad FC will seek a turnaround in

their fortunes when they locks horns in the
Indian Super League here on Thursday, having
suffered reverses lately.
Kerala Blasters FC and Hyderabad FC currently
stand at the 10th and 11th spots in the points
table -- coming into this match on the back of
defeats to Mumbai City FC and Mohun Bagan
Super Giant respectively. 
This match gives them a chance to fix things up
and get their respective seasons back on track. 
The wind can be said to be swaying in the
favour of the Kerala Blasters, as the Kochi-
based outfit has won three out of their last four
matches against Hyderabad FC. However, they
have never won thrice in a row in front of the
visitors, presenting this match as an
unprecedented opportunity for them to do so. 

Hyderabad FC will be eyeing points on the road
to build upon one win and draw each that they
have accumulated in ISL 2024-25. 
Kerala Blasters FC have found the back of the
net in each of their previous 14 ISL matches at
home. They have struck at least twice in eight of
those games, and only Chennaiyin FC, Delhi
Dynamos FC and Bengaluru FC (16 games
each) have gone on longer such runs in the
competition. 
With the power-packed attacking duo of Noah
Sadaoui and Adrian Luna in their ranks, the
Mikael Stahre-coached team is all set to delight
the home fans further with their offensive
firepower this term. 
Simultaneously, Kerala Blasters FC have not
kept a clean sheet in their previous 18
consecutive matches in the league. This is the
joint second-longest such sequence in the ISL,
along with FC Goa and Hyderabad FC, with
only NorthEast United FC having conceded

goals in a longer stretch of matches.
It might prove out to be difficult for the team to
climb up the league ladder unless they set their
backline in order. 
Hyderabad FC had snapped their four-game-
long losing streak on the road by triumphing
over Mohammedan SC by 4-0 in their previous
away match. 
That win must have infused greater belief in
them to produce similar such performances in
unfamiliar conditions, and the offensive
cohesion displayed by Hyderabad FC will keep
the Kerala Blasters FC defence in check as well. 
Hyderabad FC have ended up conceding at
least a goal each in seven out of their last nine
away fixtures. They have been defeated in all
those games, and in fact won the two matches
when they kept a clean sheet, drawing a clear
parallel between defensive discipline and a
greater possibility of them capturing the three
points.

���� 
����������������	�

Sauber has signed 20-year-
old Brazilian driver

Gabriel Bortoleto to make his
debut in Formula 1 next year
as Nico Hülkenberg’s
teammate.
The decision means that
Sauber’s current drivers
Valtteri Bottas and Zhou
Guanyu are without an F1
seat for 2025. Neither has
scored a point all season and
Sauber’s car has been largely
uncompetitive.
Signing Bortoleto, who leads
the Formula 2 standings with
two rounds to go, gives
Sauber a blend of youth and
experience alongside the 37-

year-old Hülkenberg.
German automaker Audi is
taking over Sauber, which
will be rebranded as the Audi
works team for 2026. 
“This is one of the most
exciting projects in
motorsport, if not in all of
sports. Joining a team that
combines the rich
motorsport history of Sauber
and Audi is a true honor,”
Bortoleto said in a statement.
“Beyond simply being a
member, I aim to grow with
this ambitious project and
reach the pinnacle of
motorsport. I’m incredibly
grateful for the opportunity
given to me by the team and
for the chance to work

alongside an experienced
driver like Nico.”
Bortoleto, who won the F3
championship last season,
began racing in karting as a
kid before his family moved
to Europe. He is the first full-
time Brazilian driver in F1
since Felipe Massa retired in
2017. Pietro Fittipaldi did
two races in 2020 as an injury
replacement. 
Bortoleto joined the
McLaren’s driver program
last year and the team said he
will be released at the end of
the 2024 season so he can
pursue his F1 career.
“All the best for the future,”
McLaren said.
Bottas and Zhou had been

with Sauber since 2022.
“After open and constructive
discussions with Valtteri
Bottas and Zhou Guanyu, we
mutually concluded that
conditions to continue
together could not be met so
we agreed that it is time to
part ways,” Sauber said. “We
would like to thank both for
the contribution they have
made to the team in the last
three years. They have been
the embodiment of
professionalism, using their
experience and enthusiasm to
support our growth.”
Bottas, who had joined from
Mercedes, could reportedly
return to his former team in a
reserve role.

REAL MADRID, MANCHESTER CITY BOTH HUMILIATED IN CHAMPIONS LEAGUE
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Standout boxing nation at Paris
Olympics joins new body aiming
to keep the sport at 2028 Games
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England Test skipper Ben
Stokes is missing from
the list of 1,574 players

while his former teammate
James Anderson, Italian
quick Thomas Draca and
India-born USA medium
pacer Saurabh Netravalkar
have all registered for the IPL
mega auction to be held in
Jeddah on November 24 and
25.
The list, which will be
shortened after the
franchises provide their
inputs, has all the marquee
Indian players who were
released from their teams
including Rishabh Pant,
Shreyas Iyer, KL Rahul, R
Ashwin and Yuzvendra
Chahal. 
Each of these five cricketers
have listed themselves at a
base price of Rs 2 crore.
India quick Mohammed
Shami, who has been
sidelined from action due to
various injuries since last
November, was also released
by his former team Gujarat
Titans and has listed himself
at Rs 2 crore and so has left-
arm pacer Arshdeep Singh.
Among the other Indian
players in the list with the
maximum base price of Rs 2
crore are Khaleel Ahmed,
Mukesh Kumar, Venkatesh
Iyer, Avesh Khan, Deepak
Chahar, Ishan Kishan and

Bhuvneshwar Kumar.
This list also includes
Shardul Thakur, Mohammed
Siraj, Devdutt Padikkal,
Krunal Pandya, Harshal
Patel, Prasidh Krishna, T
Natarajan, Washington
Sundar and Umesh Yadav.
India batters Sarfaraz Khan
and Prithvi Shaw, who were
unsold in the last IPL
auction, have registered
themselves at the base price
of Rs 75 lakh each.
Stokes, who had decided to
give the last season of the IPL
a miss in order to manage his
workload and focus on his
fitness, has opted out for the
2025 edition as well.
The 42-year-Anderson, who
retired from Test cricket
earlier this year, has
registered for the IPL for the
first time. The veteran pacer
last played a T20 10 years ago
in 2014. He has never
competed in a global
franchise T20 league. He has
a base price of Rs 1.25 crore.
Netravalkar, who rose to
prominence due to his
stupendous performance for
USA during the T20 World
Cup earlier this year, has also
lined up to go under the
hammer in Jeddah. The
software engineer in Oracle
has a base price of Rs 30 lakh.
Ace Australian off-spinner
Nathan Lyon, who has gone
unsold in previous auctions,
has also entered the fray with

Stokes missing as Draca, Netravalkar line up in long list for IPL mega auction
the a base price of Rs 2 crore.
Australian pacer Mitchell
Starc, who was the most
expensive buy in the IPL’s last
auction at a price of Rs 24.50
crore, is back in the pool for
this year’s auction with a base
price of Rs 2 crore.
England quick Jofra Archer,
who last played in the 2023
edition, is also listed for the
same base price.
DRACA BECOMES FIRST
ITALIAN PLAYER TO
REGISTER: Medium pacer
Thomas Draca has become
the first player from Italy to
register for the IPL. The 24-
year has played four T20
Internationals since making
his debut for Italy in June this
year.
He impressed with his recent
performance at the Global
T20 Canada in August.
Draca was the joint second-
highest wicket-taker of the
tournament with 11 wickets
to his name from six innings
at an average of 10.63 and an
economy of 6.88.
The Italian pacer was
recently signed by the
Mumbai Indians owned MI
Emirates for the upcoming
season of the ILT20 in the

UAE.
Draca has registered himself
at abse prices of Rs 30 lakh in
the all-rounders’ category.
With up to six players
permitted to be retained
ahead of the mega auction,
IPL teams can build a squad
of 25 players each and there
will be 204 slots available
after 46 players were retained
by 10 teams put together.
Each team will have a total
purse of Rs 120 crore as
Punjab Kings have Rs 110.5
crore available with them,
followed by Royal
Challengers Bengaluru with
Rs 83 crore, Delhi Capitals
with Rs 73 crore and Gujarat
Titans with Rs 69 crore.
Lucknow Super Giants will
also have Rs 69 crore in their
purse while five-time
winners Chennai Super
Kings will have1 Rs 55 crore.
Last year’s winners Kolkata
Knight Riders will come into
the auction with Rs 51 crore
in purse while five-time
champions Mumbai Indians
will have Rs 45 crore, last
year’s runner-up Sunrisers
Hyderabad will have Rs 45
crore and Rajasthan Royals
will have Rs 41 crore.


