
@TheDailyPioneer facebook.com/dailypioneerFollow us on: instagram.com/dailypioneer/
Late City Vol.19 Issue 305 | *Air Surcharge Extra if Applicable 

www.dailypioneer.com

RNI Regn. No. CHAENG/2006/18500

the pioneer
Established 1865

CHANDIGARH, TUESDAY NOVEMBER 5, 2024; PAGES 12 `2

PUBLISHED FROM : DELHI  |  LUCKNOW  |  BHOPAL  |  BHUBANESWAR  |  RANCHI  |  RAIPUR  |  CHANDIGARH  |  DEHRADUN  |  HYDERABAD  |  VIJAYWADA

SPORTS 11
GAUFF BEATS
PEGULA AT WTA
FINALS

InSiDE

Deeply concerned about safety of Indians in Canada: MEA

Packed bus falls in
Almora gorge, 36 dead Who created the

‘Mallu Hindu Officers’
WhatsApp group?

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

With less than 10 days
remaining, the Election

Commission (EC) on Monday
rescheduled bypolls in 14
Assembly constituencies across
Kerala, Punjab, and Uttar
Pradesh from November 13 to
November 20 after requests
from political parties. Bypolls
to 14 constituencies will be
held with Maharashtra
Assembly elections, and the
second phase of Jharkhand
polls. 
Sources in the poll panel said
political parties had requested
for a change in the polling date,
citing festivals such as Kalpathi
Rastholsavam (November 13-
15), Kartik Purnima
(November 15) and Prakash
Parv of Sri Guru Nanak Dev
(November 15). The parties
said the festivals may impact
voter turnout in these states.
“Representations have been
received in the Commission
from various recognised
national and state political
parties (including BJP, INC,
BSP, RLD) and some social
organisations for change of
date for poll in some Assembly
constituencies having by-
elections on 13th November,
2024, considering large scale
social, cultural and religious
engagements on that day
which may cause
inconvenience to large number
of people, give rise to various
logistic issues and may lead to
reduced voters participating
during the poll,” the EC said.

PURNIMA BISHT n DEHRADUN

At least 36 people were
killed and 27 injured

when a 42-seater private bus
carrying 63 passengers
plunged into a 200-metre-
deep gorge near Marchula in
Almora district of
Uttarakhand around 7.30 am
on Monday. President
Droupadi Murmu and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
expressed deep grief and
condoled the bereaved family
members. Uttarakhand Chief
Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami has ordered the
suspension of the Assistant
Regional Transport Officers
(ARTOs) of Pauri and
Almora districts while also
directing the Kumaon
commissioner for a
magisterial probe into the
accident. 
According to officials, the
bus, owned by Garhwal
Motor Owners Union
Limited (GMOU), was en
route from Naini Danda in
Pauri district to Ramnagar in
Nainital district when it
reportedly lost control
around 7.30 am near Sarad
Bend and plunged into the
gorge along a stream. The
force of the fall ejected some
passengers, while others
managed to escape on their
own. Those who climbed to
safety alerted authorities,
prompting immediate

response from the police and
State Disaster Response Force
(SDRF). 
A team from the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) joined the rescue
operation within two to three
hours. Local villagers also
assisted in locating
passengers trapped in the
wreckage, as per the officials.
Initially, 28 passengers were
found dead at the scene and
later, eight more succumbed
to injuries in hospital. Six
passengers were also airlifted
to AIIMS Rishikesh in the
afternoon while another six
were admitted to Sushila
Tiwari Hospital in Haldwani.
All victims were locals from
Pauri, Nainital and Almora
districts. 
The senior superintendent of
police of Almora Devendra
Pincha told The Pioneer that
preliminary investigation
suggests overloading and
technical fault in the bus as
the potential causes of the
accident. As per the CM's
order, the joint transport
commissioner Sanat Kumar
Singh suspended two ARTOs
of Ramnagar and Pauri, Neha
Jha and Kulwant Singh,
respectively. Singh said that
the lead agency of the
Transport department will
conduct an inquiry and
further strict action will be
taken against guilty officials
accordingly.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE / PTI
n NEW DELHI/OTTAWA

Taking strong exception to
an attack on a Hindu

Sabha temple in Brampton in
the Canadian province of
Ontario, India on Monday
condemned the “acts of
violence perpetrated by
extremists and separatists”.
New Delhi also urged the
Justin Trudeau Government
to ensure that all places of
worship in the country are
adequately protected.
“We call on the Government
of Canada to ensure that all
places of worship are
protected from such attacks.
We also expect that those
indulging in violence will be
prosecuted,” the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA)
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said here.
Protesters carrying Khalistani
flags clashed with people at

Brampton’s Hindu Sabha
Temple on Sunday, prompting
the High Commission of
India in Ottawa to issue a
strong statement,
condemning the attack by
“anti-India” elements.
Jaiswal also pointed out that it
remains “deeply concerned”
about the safety and security
of its citizens in that country,
asserting that the diplomatic
officers providing consular
services to Indians “will not
be deterred by intimidation,
harassment and violence”.
“We remain deeply concerned
about the safety and security
of Indian nationals in
Canada. The outreach of our
Consular officers to provide
services to Indians and
Canadian citizens alike will
not be deterred by
intimidation, harassment and
violence,” he said. 
According to a PTI report
from Ottawa, protestors

carrying Khalistani flags
clashed with people at a
Hindu temple in Brampton,
triggering condemnation by
Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau who said every
Canadian has the right to
practise their faith freely and
safely.
On Sunday, Peel Regional
Police said that a protest
occurred at the Hindu Sabha
temple in Brampton and
unverified videos circulating
on social media appeared to
show demonstrators holding
banners in support of
Khalistan, Canadian
Broadcasting Corporation
reported.
The videos showed fist fights
and people striking each
other with poles on what
appears to be the grounds
surrounding the Hindu Sabha
Mandir temple, the report
added.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Monday
demanded answers from the
Delhi Government and Police

Commissioner on how its ban on
bursting firecrackers to curb
pollution was flouted during Diwali
celebrations in the National Capital.
The Bench of Justices Abhay S Oka
and Augustine George Masih took a
serious view of newspaper reports
that indicated a total non-
compliance with the Government’s
restrictions on bursting firecrackers.
The Court said that the affidavit,
which has to be filed in a week,
should also detail the steps that
would be taken to ensure that
firecracker-related pollution does
not arise again during Diwali
celebrations next year. 

“We want the Delhi Government to
immediately respond as to why this
has happened. We will
simultaneously issue notice to Delhi
Police Commissioner as to why there
is non-compliance. We have to hear
this immediately. The real problem is
that this is all under the Air
Prevention Act, 1981, which after
amendment this year, has only
penalty provisions,” the SC remarked
during the hearing of a plea
concerning air pollution in and
around the National Capital Region. 
The Bench also asked the Delhi
Government to consider
implementing a perpetual
firecracker ban in the national
capital. The Court further said that
these steps should include measures
to conduct a public campaign to
sensitise the public against such
pollution. 

“The affidavit by Delhi Government
and Police Commissioner to be filed
in one week ... In the meanwhile,
Delhi Government and other
authorities must also take call on
perpetual ban of these firecrackers,”

the Court’s order said. The Court
will consider this aspect of Diwali-
related pollution again on November
14. 
“There cannot be any dispute that 
the ban on firecrackers was 

hardly implemented. The ban on
firecrackers being non-complied is
very well clear from the report which
amicus cited, which is that this time
pollution level was at an all time high.
Even a report suggested farm fire was
also at a high time rise,” the Court
further observed in its order. The
Court also gave the States of Punjab
and Haryana one week’s time to
submit details of stubble burning
incidents in the last ten days. 
Due to deteriorating air quality in
Delhi, the State government had
recently banned the production, sale,
and use of various types of
firecrackers in the national capital till
January 1, 2025. Additional Solicitor
General (ASG) Archana Pathak
Dave agreed that there was absolute
non-compliance with these
restrictions during Diwali this year.
Amicus Curiae Aparajita Singh

added that there is a report
suggesting a huge increase in air
pollution on the day of Diwali, with
the pollution percentage rising from
10 per cent to 27 per cent.
The Court observed that something
needs to be done to address this
issue. “Something has to be done.
Either the ones’ who are selling
crackers despite the ban, their
premises must be sealed. We will
look into this. Amicus Curiae points
out that a report suggested that there
was a huge increase in the pollution
on the day of Diwali. Pollution
percentage goes from 10 percent to
27 percent... This has to be
responded to immediately,” the
Court said. The Judges also flagged
concern over people bringing in
firecrackers from other States into
Delhi to defy the firecracker ban. 

Rescue and relief work underway after a passenger bus fell into a gorge in Kupi
area, in Almora, Uttarakhand PTI

EC reschedules 14
Assembly bypolls 

Indians at a consular camp in Brampton, Ontario, Sunday, November  3, 2024. The
consular camp witnessed “violent disruptions” on Sunday as per Indian High
Commission in Canada PTI

SAUMYA SHUKLA n NEW DELHI

As people gear up to celebrate the
revered four days Chhath Puja

starting from Tuesday, there is
visible enthusiasm among the
devotees, especially those from the
states of Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and
Jharkhand with markets around the
country bustling with shoppers
splurging on the items related to the
sacred festival. In the national
Capital, such excitement is visible in
different markets across Delhi as
people from Purvanchal constitute
a sizable and significant fraction of
the total population.
Amid the palpable enthusiasm,
trade related to the auspicious
festival, worshipping the God
Surya, is expected to be
approximately ̀ 12,000 crores across
the country, making it one of India's
most culturally significant festivals.
The first day of Chhath Puja, Nahay
Khay, signifies the start of the rituals
with about 150 million devotees,

particularly women, participating
to cleanse themselves by taking a
holy dip in rivers, especially the
Ganga, symbolising spiritual
purification. 
On Wednesday, the second day,
Kharna, is marked by a rigorous
day-long fast, during which
devotees abstain from food and
even water from sunrise until
sunset. In the evening, the fast is
broken with a traditional meal
(prasad) offered to Lord Surya,
which typically includes rice
pudding (kheer) and chapatis.
The third day is the main day of
Chhath Puja, characterised by a
complete fast without water as
devotees gather at riverbanks or
other water bodies to offer the first
Arghya (a traditional offering) to
the setting sun. On the last day on
Friday, devotees will observe the
final day, known as Usha Arghya.
This day is marked by offering
prayers and Arghya to the rising sun
in the early morning. With the

completion of this ritual, the 36-
hour fast concludes, and devotees
celebrate the end of their Chhath
Puja observance sharing a festive
meal with family and friends. 
The festival, which worships both
the rising and setting sun, is not just
a mere celebration for the devotees,
it also brings happiness to the
traders who benefit from the sales
of the products related to it. The
Confederation of All India Traders
(CAIT), which has been tracking
festive sales this year, on Monday
released data on expected sales
during the sacred festival,
estimating that it will generate
approximately `12,000 crores in
trade across India.
Even in the national capital, the
Purvanchali population celebrates
Chhath Puja on a grand scale.
Markets across the city, including
Chandni Chowk, Sadar Bazar,
Model Town, Ashok Vihar,
Shalimar Bagh, Pitampura, Rani
Bagh, Uttam Nagar and Tilak

Nagar, are bustling with people
purchasing traditional Chhath Puja
items. According to CAIT National
President BC Bhartia, that in
addition to Bihar and Jharkhand,
Chhath Puja is celebrated with great
fervour in Eastern Uttar Pradesh,
Delhi, Odisha, West Bengal,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan,

Chhattisgarh, Vidarbha, and
Madhya Pradesh.
“Many Purvanchalis reside in these
states, contributing significantly to
the local economy. The festival,
which involves worshipping both
the setting and rising sun,
symbolises the inclusive nature of
Indian culture,” Bhartia said.

According to CAIT, essential
Chhath Puja items like bamboo
baskets, banana leaves, sugarcane,
sweets, fruits, and vegetables
(particularly coconuts, apples,
bananas, and green vegetables) have
seen a high demand this year.
The association also added that
traditional attire, including sarees,
lehenga-chunni, salwar-kurta for
women, and kurta-pyjama, dhoti
for men, are being purchased in
large quantities, benefiting local
traders and small-scale industries.
“Handmade items produced on a
small scale are also witnessing
significant sales,” it said.
CAIT secretary general and
Chandni Chowk Bharatiya Janata
party (BJP) MP Praveen
Khandelwal, emphasised that
“Chhath Puja is not just a religious
festival but an integral part of
Indian culture, reflecting social
unity and dedication. “It also boosts
trade and directly benefits local
producers, reinforcing Prime

Minister Narendra Modi's 'Vocal for
Local' and 'Aatmanirbhar Bharat'
(Self-Reliant India) vision',” he
added.
Amid the celebration, it is often
observed that the majority of
products used during the festival
are crafted by local artisans and
craftspeople, generating new
employment opportunities and
supporting cottage industries.
Upon this, Bhartia highlighted that
Chhath Puja, beyond its spiritual
significance, has emerged as a major
opportunity for trade and
employment, bringing renewed
economic energy to Indian markets
including the sale of items such as
vermilion used by married women.
“For women observing Chhath
Puja, applying a long streak of
vermilion from the nose to the
hairline is an auspicious gesture,
symbolising their prayers for the
health and longevity of their
husbands and families,” the trader
said.

Sensex tanks, investors
lose `5.99 lakh Crore

Jammu and Kashmir Assembly
breaks six-year hiatus

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN n KOCHI

AWhatsApp Group of Hindu Indian
Administrative Service (IAS) officers in

Kerala has sent shock waves across the Left
Democratic Front (LDF) government in the
state and a high level probe is on to find out
the brains behind the “mischief ”. P Rajeev,
Kerala Minister for Law and Industries, who is
also the Chief-Minister-in-waiting, told the
media at Kochi on Monday that the
government has noted the development with
all seriousness and a probe is on to bring to
light all factors behind the formation of the
group.
The group was created on October 31 from the
phone used by K Gopalakrishnan, an IAS
officer in the state. News about the formation
of the ‘Mallu Hindu Officers’ WA group spread
like wildfire across Kerala, and it was taken off
cyberspace within 24 hours.
However, Gopalakrishnan said that his phone
was hacked and he was not aware of the
existence of such a group. “It was only when
colleagues told me about the WA group that I
came to know about it. Multiple Groups were
formed using the contact numbers in my
phone and I do not know anything more than
this,” Gopalakrishnan said. He has filed a police
complaint about the hacking of his phone.
Dr MG Gireeshan, cyber expert who is a
leading hackathon specialist, told The Pioneer
that it was possible to hack the phone of
anybody who is not aware of the potential of
the internet, and mobile phones. 

MOHIT KANDHARI n JAMMU

The portals of the Jammu and
Kashmir Legislative Assembly

were thrown open after a gap of
more than six years allowing newly
elected members to attend the
maiden address of Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha to the first-
ever legislative Assembly of the
Union Territory after the abrogation
of articles 370 and 35-A on Monday.
The last Budget session of the
Mehbooba Mufti-led Peoples
Democratic Party-Bharatiya Janata
Party (PDP-BJP) alliance
government was adjourned sine die
by the speaker on February 13, 2018.
The alliance government later
collapsed in June 2018 leading to the
Governor’s rule. On August 5, 2019,
the erstwhile state of Jammu and
Kashmir was reorganised into two
Union territories.
Meanwhile, a ruckus broke out on
the floor of the Assembly soon after
the unanimous election of veteran
National Conference leader Abdul
Rahim Rather as speaker of the
house. Waheed ur Rehman Para, a
PDP MLA, tried to grab the
limelight by bringing in a resolution
against the abrogation of Article 370
without giving any advance notice to
the chair.
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
reacted on the spur of the moment
calling out the act as a mere photo
exercise. It was also ‘vociferously’

opposed by the BJP MLAs. Speaker
Rather while trying to calm down
the tempers of BJP members stated,
“This is my domain, let me examine
this and accordingly I will decide on
the resolution,” Rather said while
pacifying the opposition. However,
the 28 BJP legislators refused to sit
and continued to oppose the PDP
MLAs move.
In his brief remark, Omar Abdullah
said in the Assembly that a single
MLA’s private resolution during
remarks over the Speaker’s election
carries no meaning. “How the House
will reflect and discuss this will not
be decided by any one member. The
resolution brought today has no
importance but it is only for the
cameras. If there was a purpose
behind it, then they would have
discussed this with us before...”
During the ruckus, the Speaker,
Abdul Rahim Rather adjourned the
house for 15 minutes.

PTI n NEW DELHI

Investors\ wealth eroded by
Rs 5.99 lakh crore on

Monday due to heavy sell-off
in stock markets with the BSE
Sensex tumbling more than
one per cent. Markets were
dragged down by Reliance
Industries, banking shares
and unabated selling by
foreign investors. Investors
also turned cautious ahead of
the US presidential elections
and Federal Reserve interest
rate decision scheduled to be
announced later this week.
The BSE benchmark tumbled
941.88 points or 1.18 per cent
to settle at 78,782.24, the
lowest closing level since
August 6. During the day, it
slumped 1,491.52 points or
1.87 per cent to 78,232.60.
In line with a weak trend in

equities, the market
capitalisation of BSE-listed
firms eroded by Rs 5,99,539.5
crore to Rs 4,42,11,068.05
crore (USD 5.26 trillion).
“Markets witnessed broader
sell-off as investors turned risk
averse ahead of key US election
outcome and Federal Reserve\s
policy decision in the next few
days time. While stretched
valuation concerns have been
weighing for sometime, the
persistent foreign fund
outflows have created a lot of
uncertainty amongst the
investors resulting in a steep
correction. Also, corporate
earnings have failed to meet
expectations, which has
further dampened investors\
sentiment,” said Prashanth
Tapse, Senior VP (Research),
Mehta Equities Ltd.

CM Omar Abdullah, Speaker pro-tem Mubarak
Gul with Speaker Abdul Rahim Rather PTI

PATAAKHA BAN EXPLODES, SC REACTS

Honouring the Sun, Chhath Puja greetings
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PHOTO: PPTI

Strongly condemn deliberate attack on Hindu
temple in Canada; equally appalling are cowardly
attempts to intimidate our diplomats. Such acts will
never weaken India's resolve; we expect the
Canadian government to ensure justice, uphold rule
of law: Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
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We Sh.Chaman Lal Goyal 

S/o  Late Sh. Birbal Dass and 

Smt Darshna Devi W/o 

Sh.Chaman Lal Goyal r/o H.No 

459/2 Sector - 44 A, 

Chandigarh declare that our 

son Harsh Goyal  is out of our 

control we disown him from my 

all movable /immovable 

properties , Anybody deal with 

them at his own risk. 

I, Surender Singh S/o 

Karan Singh # 2428, Daddu 

majra colony, Chandigarh, 

declare that my son Aman 

Singh is out of my control. I 

disown him from my all 

moveable/ immovable property. 

anybody deals with him at their 

own risk. 

We Hardeep Singh S/o 

Late Sh. Avtar Singh and 

Harinder Kaur W/o  Hardeep 

Singh R/o House No 3500, 

Sector 15-D, Chandigarh 

inform that our son Manpreet 

Singh and his wife Gurpreet 

Kaur and their two children 

Avnee Aneja and Prabhnoor 

Singh out of our control. We 

disown them from our all 

moveable and Immovable 

Properties. Anybody deal with 

them will do at their own Risk. 

I, Radha Rani W/o late Sh. 

Rampal R/o H.No. 342, EBS 

Road, Hisar, (Haryana), 

declare that my sons Rajkaran 

& his wife Kavita and Vikrant 

are out of my & my family's 

control, therefore I evict my 

said son Rajkaran & his wife 

Kavita and my other son 

Vikrant from all my movable-

immovable property. In future, 

My family & I will not be 

responsible for any of their 

behaviour or dealings. They will 

be responsible on their own. 

I Baldev Singh S/o Late 

Sh. Giyan Singh R/o H.no 19, 

near Gurudwara, Patto Tehsil 

and District SAS Nagar Mohali, 

declare that my son Kulwinder 

Singh and his wife Gurpreet 

Kaur both are out of my control, 

so I disown them from my all 

moveable immovable property, 

anybody dealing with them at 

own risk. 

We, Surinder Singh S/O 

Atam Singh and Kuldeep Kaur 

W/O Surinder Singh R/o H.NO. 

1761/1 Sector 39-, Chandigarh-

160036, declared that our son 

Satpreet Singh is out of our 

control, so we disown him from 

all our movable immovable 

properties, anybody dealing 

with him will deal at their own 

risk. 

We, Surmukh Singh S/O 

Atma Singh and Baljit Kaur 

W/O Surmukh Singh R/o H.NO. 

1070 Sector 110 Mohali declare 

that our son Birdavinder Singh 

and his wife Amrit Pal Kaur are 

out of our control, so we disown 

them from all our movable 

immovable properties, anybody 

dealing with them will deal at 

their own risk. 

I Reeta W/o Sh Sushil 

Kumar R/o H. No 2543 Sector 

12, New Housing Board 

Colony, Panipat Now R/o H. 

No. 75 PBM Enclave, Sector 

24, HUDA, Panipat declare that 

my Son Manish Kumar & His 

wife Swati both are out of 

control. I disown my Son 

Manish Kumar & his wife Swati 

from all my moveable & 

immovable  properties. 

anybody deals with them deals 

at own risk & responsibilities. 

I, Vikas Taneja S/o 

Kashmiri Lal Taneja R/o 

H.No.37/11 B, Shanti 

Nagar,Hisar declare that my  

Daughter Anjali Taneja are out 

of my control. I evict her from 

my movable and immovable 

properties. If anybody deals 

with her shall do their own risk 

in future. 

We Om Parkash Kalra S/o 

Sewa Ram & Smt. Sushma 

Kalra W/o Om Parkash Kalra 

R/o 39A, Ranjit Nagar, Ambala 

Cantt, Distt. Ambala declare 

that our Son Mohit Kalra and 

his wife Shaweta, Mansi Kalra 

(Grand Daughter) & Arth Kalra 

(Grand Son) are out of our 

Control. So we Disown them 

from our all Movable 

Immovable Properties 

We Malkit Singh S/o Sh. 

Gopal Singh & Paramjeet Kaur 

W/o Sh. Malkit Singh R/o 35B, 

New Shiv Colony, Kardhan, 

Ambala Cantt declare that our 

Son Karamjeet Singh and his 

wife Shavindra Kaur are out of 

our Control. So we disown 

them from our all Movable 

Immovable Properties. 

I, Mohinder Singh S/o Lal 

Singh & Anita w/o Mohinder 

Singh W/o R/o 1715/12, 3rd 

Gate Market, Thanesar, 

Kurukshetra, have evicted our 

son Sumit Kumar, his wife Anita 

from all our movable 

immovable properties, as they 

are out of our Control. Anybody 

dealing with them at their own 

risk. 

I, Mohinder Singh S/o 

Fojja Singh R/o Village 

Ghanaur, Ward No. 6, Tehsil 

Rajpura, Distt. Patiala declare 

that my son Sandeep Singh is 

out of my control. I, Evict him 

from all my Moveable/ 

Immoveable properties. 

Anyone dealing with him shall 

do so on their own risk, I or my 

family will not be responsible. 

Concerned note. 

I, Himmat Singh S/o 

Pritam Singh R/o Village Khara, 

Tehsil & Distt. Fatehgarh Sahib 

declare that my son Maninder 

Singh and his wife Pawandeep 

Kaur are out of my control. I, 

Evict them from all my 

moveable / immoveable 

properties. Anyone dealing with 

them shall do so on their own 

risk, I or my family will not be 

responsible. 

I, Dharmbeer S/o 

Ramkishan Vill.Chapriyo Tehsil 

Indri Distt Karnal My Daughter 

Anu is Out Of My Control. I, 

Disown Them From All my 

Moveable And Immoveable 

Properties. If Anybody Deals 

With Him At Their Own Risk. 

I, Upasna Spouse of 

Mukesh Kumar resident of Vill 

Arya Nagar po Dinanagar, tehsil 

Dinanagar, distt Gurdaspur, pin 

code 143531, state Punjab, 

have changed my name from 

Upasna to Upasna Kumari. 

Vide affidavit dated 04.11.2024 

(Affidavit no 

PB76162270088298W) before 

distt Court Gurdaspur. 

I, Asha Devi W/o No. 

1041223 Ex DFR Shankar 

Dass Vpo. Bari Teh-Jaswan 

Distt. Kangra (H.P) declare that 

in my husband Army’s record 

my name Asha Rani and Date 

of Birth 05-06-1957 written 

wrongly. Actually my name is 

Asha Devi and my Date of birth 

is 01-01-1958 as per my matric 

certificate and Aadhar Card 

records. 

I, No. JC-344932L Rank 

Nb Sub, name Swaran Singh of 

68 Engr Regt, Pin-914068 C/o 

99 APO S/o Satpal Singh Urf 

Nachhatar Singh R/o 

Behrampur Bet (Rupnagar) 

declare that in my service 

record my father name wrongly 

entered Satpal Singh and my 

wrongly entered DOB 01-01-

1953. But my father correct 

name is Satpal Singh Urf 

Nachhatar Singh and correct 

DOB is 15-01-1953. So 

amended my father name and 

DOB in my Service record. 

I, Manjula Pujar spouse of 

No. 15168342N Rank Hav 

Name Yamanappa Presently 

residing at VTC Village & P.O. 

Bewoor, Sub Distt. Yelburga, 

District Koppal, State Karnataka 

PIN- 583237 declare that I have 

changed my Date of Birth from 

02-12-1992 to 21-12-1993 vide 

Affidavit dated 25-09-2024 

before Harmanjeet Bedi Notary 

Pathankot (PB) 

I, Khadeeja dependent of 

No. 15713716W Rank L/Nk 

Name Habeebulla AK presently 

residing at C/o Abdu Rahiman 

A.K. Palliparambil Thathoor 

poyil, Mavoor, P.O. Mavoor, 

District Kozhikode Kerala PIN 

Code No. 673661 declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Khadeeja to Kadheeja and my 

D.O.B is 01/01/1961 vide 

Affidavit dated 28-10-2024 

before Harmanjeet Bedi Notary 

Pathankot (PB) 

I hitherto known as 

Rashmeet Sachdev alias Simar 

Sachdev daughter of Mandhir 

Singh Sachdev residing at 344-

A, Shastri Nagar, Lawrence 

Road, Amritsar-143001 Punjab 

India have changed my name 

and shall hereafter be known as 

Rashmeet Sachdev. It is 

certified that I have complied 

with other legal requirements in 

this connection. Rashmeet 

Sachdev Alias Simar Sachdev. 

I, Jasvir Kaur W/o Paramjit 

Singh R/o Vpo. Salempur Teh-

Tanda (Hoshiarpur) Pb, declare 

that my husband Paramjit Singh 

retired pensioner has been 

expired on 04-10-2024. That my 

name written as my husband 

Army record has been recorded 

as Jasbir Kaur. now I have 

changed my name as Jasvir 

Kaur. in place of my previous 

name Jasbir Kaur. 

I, Army No. 7782323A 

Rank HAV (MP) Name Dibakar 

Sonowal of Unit 17 Corps 

Provost Unit c/o 99 APO, PIN-

908517 have changed my 

Father name from Nondeshwar 

Sonowal to Nandeshwar 

Sonowal & Date of birth 

01.07.1938 to 01.09.1936. 

I, Army No. 15331437A 

Rank HAV Name Sivanarayana 

Tammisetty of Unit 03 Engr 

Regt c/o 56 APO, PIN-914003 

Yol Cantt, have changed my 

wife name from T Varalakshmi 

to Thammisetty Varalakshmi & 

Date of birth 19.06.1990 to 

19.06.1991. 

I, Usha Devi, Mother of No. 

15224655F, Hav, Atam Ram 

Tiwari, Resident at Village 

Jalalpur Post office Nawabgang 

Tehsil Tarabgang District Gonda 

Pin 271303 State UP have 

changed my name from Usha 

Devi to Usha Tiwari & Date of 

birth 08/11/1966 to 01/01/1972 

Vide Affidavit Dated 04 

November 2024 before at 

Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Rajesh Tiwari, Father of 

No. 15224655F, Hav, Atam 

Ram Tiwari, Resident at Village 

Jalalpur Post office Nawabgang 

Tehsil Tarabgang District Gonda 

Pin 271303 State UP have 

changed my name from Rajesh 

Tiwari to Rajesh Kumar & Date 

of birth 06/03/1964 to 

01/01/1965 Vide Affidavit Dated 

04 November 2024 before at 

Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Sunita Gahininath 

Bangar Spouse of No. JC 

857049W Rank Sub Name 

Bangar Gahininath Ashruba of 

Unit 732 Residing of 93 Nagar 

pathardi Road Near Doke 

school Mahesh Nagar Nimbodi 

Ahmednagar Maharashtra Pin 

414002 have changed my date 

of birth of date 26 April 1983 to 

26 April 1986 Vide Affidavit 

Dated 04 November 2024 

before at Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Army No 15154607F Ex 

Sepoy Gurwinder Singh S/o Raj 

Singh Resident of Village 

Ugoke po Dhindsa Tehsil and 

Distt Ferozepur, Punjab. I want 

to change the name of son from 

Ashishpreet Singh to Ashispreet 

Singh and also change the date 

from 01 Jun 2009 to 04 Jun 

2009 in my husband Army 

Service Records as per affidavit 

dated 04 Nov 2024. 

I, Kiranjit Kaur wife of 

Army No 15154607F Ex Sepoy 

Gurwinder Singh S/o Raj Singh 

Resident of Village Ugoke po 

Dhindsa Tehsil and Distt 

Ferozepur, Punjab have 

changed my name from Kiranjit 

Kaur to Kiranjeet Kaur and also 

changed my date of birth from 

15 Oct 1984 to 27 Mar 1981 in 

my husband Army Service 

Records as per affidavit dated 

04 Nov 2024. 

I, Sukhwinder Singh 

holder of Indian Passport No. 

U0104712 issued at Vancouver 

on 02-08-2019 permanent 

resident of Vill: Mewa Singh 

Wala Po. Sarinan Jattan Distt. 

Kapurthala Punjab, India, and 

presently residing at 12771 58A 

Ave Surrey, BC V3X 3K4 do 

hereby change my name from 

Sukhwinder Singh to 

Sukhwinder Singh Dhanju with 

immediate effect. 

I, Kamaldeep Kaur holder 

of Indian Passport No. 

U0300047 issued at Vancouver 

on 30-09-2020 permanent 

resident of Vill: Mewa Singh 

Wala Po. Sarinan Jattan Distt. 

Kapurthala Punjab, India, and 

presently residing at 12771 58A 

Ave Surrey, BC V3X 3K4 do 

hereby change my name from 

Kamaldeep Kaur to Kamaldeep 

Kaur Dhanju with immediate 

effect. 

It is for general information 

that I, Chetan S/o Amrit Pal R/o 

Mohalla Kanugo, Hariana, Po. 

Hariana, Distt. Hoshiarpur, 

Punjab-144208, declare that 

name of my father has been 

wrongly written as Amrit Lal in 

my 10th Class Educational 

Document and in my Passport 

No. W6801646. The actual 

name of my father is Amrit Pal, 

which may be amended 

accordingly. 

In some documents my 

name written as Ashwani 

Kataria and in other documents 

mentioned as Ashwani Kumar. 

Both names are of one and 

same person. In future I shall be 

known as Ashwani Kataria 

resident # B5-3448, Street Jain 

Mandir Fazilka (Punjab). 

It Is For General 

Information That I, Rahul 

Kumar S/O Ramesh Kumar 

Residing At Nimbi (107), Po-

Nimbi, Dist-Mahendergarh, 

Haryana-123029 Declare That 

The Name Of My Mother Has 

Been Wrongly Written As Sajna 

Devi In My Board Of School 

Education Haryana Class 10th 

& 12th Educational 

Documents. The Actual Name 

Of My Mother Is Lali Devi 

Which May Be Amended 

Accordingly. It Is Certified That 

I Have Complied With Other 

Legal Requirements In This 

Connection. 

I, Santosh Kinra W/o Sh. 

Nihal Chand Kinra R/o House 

No- 473, Sector -10, 

Panchkula have changed my 

name from Santosh Kinra to 

Santosh Kumari Kinra. 

I, Nihal Chand Kinra S/o 

Jawala Dass Kinra R/o House 

No- 473, Sector -10, 

Panchkula have changed my 

name from Nihal Chand Kinra 

to Nihal Chand. 

I Dheeraj S/o Purushottam 

R/o 637, Malikpur, Sonipat 

131027 has changed my name 

to Dheeraj tyagi for all 

purposes 

I, Ram Pratap Kumar S/o 

Prem Chand Singh R/o H No. 

1544-A, Village Faidan 

Nizampur, Chandigarh have 

changed my name from Ram 

Pratap Kumar to Ram Partap 

Kumar. 

I, Jagdamba Parsad S/o 

Deveshwar Parsad R/o H No. 

1530, Sector 34-D, Chandigarh 

have changed my name from 

Jagdamba Parsad to 

Jagdamba Prasad. 

I, Jaswinder Kaur W/o 

Malwinder Singh Bains R/o 

VPO Purhiran Tehsil & Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

changed my name from 

Jaswinder Kaur to Jasvinder 

Kaur. Concerned note. 

I, Ravi W/o No. 4478854Y 

Ex Hav & Hony Nb Sub 

Harjinder Singh R/o Vill. 

Pandori Sumlan PO Dhut 

Kalan Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab 

have changed my name from 

Ravi to Ravi Kanta and my 

date of birth from 20-05-1980 

to 20-05-1976. Concerned 

note. 

I, Amarjeet Kaur W/o 

Jaswinder Singh R/o VPO 

Sahri, Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab 

have changed my name from 

Amarjeet Kaur to Amarjit Kaur. 

Concerned note. 

I, Mohinder Kaur W/o 

Jagir Singh R/o VPO Sahri, 

Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

changed my name from 

Mohinder Kaur to Mahinder 

Kaur. Concerned note. 

I, Ramandeep Kaur D/o 

Som Nath R/o VPO Possi Tehsil 

Garhshankar Distt. Hoshiarpur 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Ramandeep Kaur to 

Amandeep Kaur. Concerned 

note. 

I, Jaswinder Lal S/o Kabul 

Ram R/o #1141B-B-1, Ratpur 

Colony, Pinjore, Tehsil-Kalka, 

Distt-Panchkula (Haryana) 

declare that Jaswinder Lal & 

Jaswinder Lal Suman both are 

my name. 

I, Bhupinder Kumar 

Sehgal S/o Sh.Krishan Lal 

Sehgal R/o Near Gate  no.01, 

House no.471, FF Block D-1, 

Ansal Sushant City Panipat. 

have change my name from 

Bhupinder Kumar to  Bhupinder 

Kumar Sehgal for all purpose in 

future. 

I, Sat Narain S/o Tara 

Chand R/o 858, Sector 11, 

Huda, Panipat, declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Satnarain Aggarwal to Sat 

Narain. I will be known by the 

name of Sat Narain in future. To 

be known, note all the related. 

I, Satish Kumar S/o Ratan 

Singh R/o Village Ismailpur, 

Tehsil Chhachhrauli, Distt. 

Yamuna Nagar have changed 

my minor son’s name from 

Tejinder to Tejinder Singh. 

I, Vijay Kumar S/o Roshan 

Lal R/o 234, Balwant Rai 

Colony, Jagadhri, Distt. Yamuna 

Nagar have changed my name 

from Vijay Kumar to Vijay 

Kumar Sehgal. 

I, Parampreet Singh 

Khurana S/O Sh. Ravinder Pal 

Singh Khurana R/O H.No. 2407 

Sector 35-C Chandigarh Have 

Changed My Name From 

Parampreet Singh Khurana To 

Paramprreet Khuranna 

I, Jitendra Kumar S/o Sh. 

Tejpal Singh # 1003, Tower 6, 

Savitry Greens, VIP Road, 

Zirakpur, SAS Nagar, Mohali 

have changed my name from 

Jitendra Kumar to Jitendra 

Sisodia. 

I Pardeep kumar S/o 

Mahender Singh R/o Near 

Vashisht Muni Mandir V.P.O. 

Budha Khera Teshil Safidon 

Distt Jind Pin 126113, Haryana 

(India). I have change my minar 

Son name Swastik to Swastik 

Singroha for all future purposes. 

I, Pardeep Kumar S/o late. 

Sh. Dulal Jaiswara R/o # 251-F, 

Railway Colony, Near Double 

Tanki,  Jagadhri Workshop, 

Yamunanagar state that in my 

education certificate my father's 

name is written as Dulal Chand 

which is incorrect, while my 

father's correct name is Dulal 

Jaiswara. 

I, Umapathi Ganesan S/o 

Sh. Krishna Menon R/o #751, 

Sector 31-A, Chandigarh have 

changed my name from 

Umapathi Ganesan to 

Umapathi Ganesan K 

I, Aruna Devi D/o Sh. 

Ayyachamy R/o #751, Sector 

31-A, Chandigarh have 

changed my name from Aruna 

Devi to A Aruna Devi. 

I, Sushil Kumar S/o Late 

Sh. Shiv Nath Resident of 

H.No. 172/29, Marla, Prem 

Nagar, Ambala City, Haryana 

(india), have changed my minor 

Daughter Name from Khushboo 

to Khushboo Bakshi. 

I, Army No. 15349133L 

L/Hav Rajesh Kumar S/o Sh. 

Ram Kumar R/o V.P.O. 

Kirmach, Tehsil Thanesar 

District Kurukshetra declare that 

in my service record my wife's 

name is wrongly written as Rita 

Rani instead of Reeta Devi and 

D.O.B. 08.04.1983 instead of 

08.04.1982. 

I, Sukhdyal Singh S/o 

Kashmir Singh R/o Bal Labbe 

Darya, Ajnala, Amritsar, Punjab-

143102 have changed my 

minor son's name from Harnoor 

Singh Jammu to Harnoor 

Singh. 

I, Harjinder Kumar S/o 

Jamshed Raj R/o 1670, Gali 

No.4, Sant Mishra Singh 

Colony, Tarn Taran Road, 

Sharma Colony Chowk, 

Amritsar declare that Rajinder 

Kumar and Harjinder Kumar is 

one and the same person. 

I, Army No. 4469762L Ex 

Hav Boota Singh S/o Amar 

Chand R/o Village Seena PO 

Jallowal Distt. Hoshiarpur 

Punjab have changed the name 

of my daughter from Tarnjit to 

Taranjit. Concerned note. 

I, Army No. 4469762L Ex 

Hav Boota Singh S/o Amar 

Chand R/o Village Seena PO 

Jallowal Distt. Hoshiarpur 

Punjab have changed the name 

of my mother from Ram Ashri to 

Ram Asri. Concerned note. 

I Savpreet Kaur Boparai 

D/o Sudeep Singh Mann, R/o 

House No 1259, Phase V, 

Mohali Punjab have changed 

my name from Savpreet Kaur 

Boparai to Savpreet Kaur 

Mann. 

I Hitherto Known As 

Gurwinder Singh Son Of Prem 

Singh Resident Of House No. 

Mig No 2053, Ground Floor, 

Sector 66, District Sas Nagar 

Mohali Punjab Pin Code 

160062, India Have Changed 

My Name And Shall Hereafter 

Be Known As Gurwinder Singh 

Sehgal. 

I,  Suresh Kumar S/o 

Nasib Singh # 129, Phase-2, 

Bapu Dham Colony, Sector 26, 

Chandigarh  have changed the 

name of my minor son from 

Aman Kumar to Aman. 

I, Seema Rani Dhamija 

W/o Arun Dhamija R/o 29-B, 

Sujan Singh Park, Sonipat-

131001 have changed my name 

to Seema Dhamija for all future 

purposes.  

I, Smt. Rani Devi W/o No. 

15575775F Ex Spr (ACP Hav) 

Kundan Singh R/o Vill. Littan, 

PO Garhdiwala Tehsil Dasuya 

Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

changed my date of birth from 

04-03-1987 to 04-03-1981. 

I, No.15144506A Ex Hav 

(MACP Nb Sub) Sukhjinder 

Singh  S/o Shri Ranvir Singh  

R/o VPO Argowal Tehsil Dasuya 

Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

changed the name of my son 

from Simranjeet Singh Malhi to 

Simranjit Singh Malhi. 

 I, No.15144506A Ex Hav 

(MACP Nb Sub) Sukhjinder 

Singh  S/o Shri Ranvir Singh  

R/o VPO Argowal Tehsil Dasuya 

Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

changed the name of my 

mother from Kulvinder Kaur to 

Kulwinder Kaur and my date of 

birth from 01-07-1962 to 02-02-

1967 
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Punjab Bypolls Rescheduled to Nov 20 Due
to Gurpurab festivities, Counting on Nov 23
PNS n CHANDIGARH

The Election Commission of
India (ECI) on Monday

postponed the bypolls for four
assembly seats in Punjab -
Dera Baba Nanak, Chabbewal
(SC), Gidderbaha, and Barnala
- shifting the date from
November 13 to November
20, 2024. The counting of votes
is set for November 23.

Notably, the poll panel has
rescheduled byelections for
total 14 seats, including nine in
Uttar Pradesh, four in Punjab,
and one in Kerala following the
requests from political par-
ties, including the Congress,
BJP, BSP, and RLD, who cited
the impact of upcoming festi-
vals saying that it could impact
the voter turnout on the polling
day.

In Punjab, key concerns
were raised about the Sikh
community's celebration of
555th prakash parv of Guru
Nanak Dev - founder of
Sikhism - on November 15,
with rituals beginning on
November 13. Congress leader
Pratap Singh Bajwa, in a letter
to ECI, formally requested the
postponement, stressing that
the prakash parv is significant
for Sikhs and other communi-
ties alike, and could impact
voter participation if polling
were held on November 13.

ECI, in its statement on
Monday, acknowledged the
cultural and religious impor-
tance of the festivals and the
potential for reduced voter
turnout due to widespread par-
ticipation in celebrations.

The decision to postpone
was taken to ensure that peo-
ple could fully participate in

both the democratic process
and their cultural observances.

Punjab's Chief Electoral
Officer Sibin C said: "ECI, in a
communiqué, informed that
considering large scale social,
cultural and religious engage-
ments on November 13, 2024,
may cause inconvenience to
large number of people, give
rise to various logistic issues
and may lead to reduced vot-
ers' participation during the
poll.

Now, the Commission,
having considered these factors
and representations, has decid-
ed to change the date of poll
from November 13, 2024,
(Wednesday) to November 20,
2024 (Wednesday)."

The bypolls are critical for
all parties as they aim to con-
solidate their influence in the
State before the next full leg-
islative assembly elections. For
the ruling AAP, these bypolls
are an opportunity to maintain
their foothold in Punjab, espe-
cially in seats where they have
fielded new faces.

The Congress, on the
other hand, sought to retain its
dominance in constituencies
previously under its control,
relying on established local
figures and familial ties, as
seen in Gidderbaha and Dera
Baba Nanak.

BJP, which is striving to
expand its presence in Punjab,
has fielded prominent candi-
dates and hopes to leverage dis-
content with both the AAP and
Congress to carve out a greater
share of the electorate.

The recent alliance
between the BJP and some
regional Sikh parties could
further shape the electoral

landscape, potentially swaying
voters in rural areas.

The Election
Commission's decision to delay
the bypolls highlighted its
responsiveness to cultural sen-
sitivities, ensuring the elec-
torate can engage both in reli-
gious observances and in ful-
filling their civic duty. With
intense campaigning expected
over the next two weeks, polit-
ical parties are likely to focus on
local issues, with candidates
aiming to mobilize voters
despite the proximity to festi-
val celebrations.

Key Constituencies
and Candidates

The four seats going to
polls in Punjab became vacant
when former MLAs were elect-
ed to the Parliament earlier this
year. Gidderbaha, Barnala,
Dera Baba Nanak, and
Chabbewal are witnessing a
tough battle among major par-
ties, including the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP), Congress, and
BJP.

Barnala: Formerly held
by AAP's Gurmeet Singh Meet
Hayer, now an MP from
Sangrur, the seat sees a three-
way contest. AAP has nomi-
nated Harinder Singh
Dhaliwal, while the BJP is
fielding former Congress MLA
and moneybag Kewal Singh
Dhillon, and the Congress has
chosen Kuldeep Singh Dhillon
as their candidate.

Gidderbaha: A hot seat
- earlier represented by Punjab
Congress president Amrinder
Singh Raja Warring, who is
now representing Ludhiana in
the Parliament. His wife,
Amrita Warring, now stands as
the Congress candidate, against

former Akali leader and now
AAP candidate Hardeep Singh
'Dimpy' Dhillon; and former
Finance Minister and five-time
MLA Manpreet Singh Badal as
BJP candidate. These three are
setting up for a high-stakes
contest.

Dera Baba Nanak:
Formerly held by senior
Congress leader and former
Deputy Chief Minister
Sukhjinder Singh Randhawa,
now the MP for Gurdaspur,
this constituency will see
Randhawa's wife, Jatinder Kaur,
contesting for Congress. BJP's
Ravi Karan Singh Kahlon and
AAP's Gurdeep Singh
Randhawa are also competing,
making for a tight race.

Chabbewal (SC) :
Previously held by Congress's
Dr Raj Kumar Chabbewal,
who switched to AAP and
won the Hoshiarpur Lok Sabha
seat, this reserved constituen-
cy now has AAP's Dr Ishaank
Chabbewal, son of the former
MLA, as its candidate.
Congress has fielded Ranjit
Kumar, while BJP's candidate is
former Akali MLA Sohan
Singh Thandal.

Voter and Polling
Station

CEO Sibin C, providing
additional details, noted that
the four constituencies collec-
tively represent 6,96,316 regis-
tered voters who will cast their
ballots at 831 polling stations.
Dera Baba Nanak has 193,268
voters and 241 polling sta-
tions; Chabbewal has 159,254
voters and 205 polling sta-
tions; Gidderbaha has 166,489
voters with 173 polling stations;
and Barnala has 177,305 voters
and 212 polling stations.

Haryana CM inaugurates
'Third Panchkula Book Fair'
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on

Monday inaugurated the
‘Third Panchkula Book Fair’,
organized at Indradhanush
Auditorium, Sector-5 in
Panchkula. On this occasion,
he also inaugurated Sardar
Patel libraries built in village
Arunai, district Kurukshetra,
village Bara, district Karnal and
village Madana Kalan, district
Jhajjar through video confer-
encing. He also went around
the Book Fair and released sev-
eral books.

Addressing the gathering,
Saini said, “Our culture and
heritage are available in the
books. Darkness of life can be
dispelled only with the light of
knowledge. The purpose of this
book fair is also to enhance our
knowledge.” Saini said that the
Fair features thousands of
books in various languages.
Observing the large crowd
gathered, he underlined the
significance of books in our
lives. "Anyone with an interest
in a particular subject can find
valuable knowledge in the wide
selection available at this fair,"
he added.

He said, “By learning
under the guidance of teachers
and studying in libraries, we
acquire in-depth knowledge of
various subjects.” He said that
Uttar Haryana Bijli Vitran
Nigam (UHBVN) has estab-
lished over 25 libraries in the
past three years through its

CSR initiatives. "Today, we
inaugurated three more
libraries, which serve as an
inspiration for other depart-
ments," he stated.

Saini said that the BJP
government has committed to
providing 2 lakh jobs for the
youth of the state and empha-
sized the importance of
libraries for preparing for
recruitment and competitive
examinations. District-level
libraries are already opera-
tional at district headquarters,
and the government is now
upgrading digital libraries in
colleges and schools. 

"The government is also
opening libraries in villages,
equipped with computer facil-
ities," he said. "Online
resources and e-books are
being made available, allowing
youth to access information
about their subjects online." He
said that for the past ten years,
youth in the state have been
securing jobs without the need
for bribes or recommenda-
tions. "Now, instead of seeking
recommendations, the youth
are preparing for their future

by utilizing library resources,"
he added.

The CM said that under
the Mhara Gaon-Jagmag Gaon
Yojana, 86 percent of the vil-
lages in the State are being pro-
vided 24-hour electricity. He
emphasized that the state's
power utilities have achieved
self-reliance in the power sec-
tor. The Chief Minister also
highlighted the Adarsh Gram
Yojana, which aims to trans-
form over 200 villages into
model villages. Under the
Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR), support
is being provided for various
initiatives, including poverty
alleviation, malnutrition reduc-
tion, healthcare, sanitation,
environmental sustainability,
pensions, education, improving
the sex ratio, sports develop-
ment, and contributions to
the Prime Minister's Relief
Fund. He also acknowledged
the significant support from
private companies and indus-
tries during the COVID-19
pandemic, which greatly assist-
ed local communities through
their CSR initiatives.

Vivek Joshi takes
charge as new Hry
chief secretary
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Vivek Joshi, a 1989 batch
IAS officer, on Monday

took charge as the new chief
secretary of Haryana. Later, he
met Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini at the Chief
Minister’s residence. On the
occasion, the Chief Minister
extended his heartfelt con-
gratulations and best wishes to
Joshi for a successful tenure,
expressing confidence that,
with the combined efforts of
"Team Haryana," the state
would progress at an even
faster pace.

"We will establish new
dimensions of nonstop devel-

opment in Haryana," Saini
added. Joshi succeeded Anurag
Rastogi, who assumed charge
as the chief secretary on
November 1 as ‘stop gap
arrangement’ till Joshi’s joining
in his parent cadre of Haryana.
Former chief secretary TVSN
Prasad had retired from service
on October 31.

The orders for the appoint-
ment of the senior-most IAS

officer of the Haryana cadre as
chief secretary were issued on
October 31.

Haryana Agriculture Minister reviews DAP
availability; Says all steps taken to meet demand
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Haryana Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare
Minister Shyam Singh Rana on Monday

assured farmers that there is no shortage of DAP
fertilizer in the state, urging them to remain
calm as the government is committed to ensur-
ing adequate supplies.

The minister conducted a review of DAP avail-
ability and emphasized that all necessary steps

are being taken to meet the demand.
According to ministry data, DAP con-

sumption in the October 2023 Rabi season stood
at 1,19,470 metric tonnes, while consumption
in October 2024 was slightly lower at 1,14,000
metric tonnes. Presently, the state has a stock
of 24,000 metric tonnes of DAP, with a daily sup-
ply mechanism in place to keep up with farm-
ers’ needs.

The Central Government has allocated

1,10,000 metric tonnes of DAP for Haryana in
November, up from 72,697 metric tonnes con-
sumed in November last year.

The distribution schedule includes phased
deliveries across the state to prevent any short-
fall. Under this plan, 41,600 metric tonnes will
arrive in the first week, followed by 40,000 met-
ric tonnes in the second, and 20,000 metric
tonnes in the third week.

Rana directed officials to keep a close watch
on the ground-level supply and ensure the time-
ly availability of DAP to farmers.

Additionally, he instructed a review of urea
stocks, as its demand is expected to increase next
month.

In a broader appeal, the minister urged
farmers to consider using crop residue as a nat-
ural fertilizer and to avoid burning it, high-
lighting the benefits for soil health and sus-
tainable agriculture practices.

HP CM Sukhu urges Railways to operate
Kalka-Shimla Rail Line on Green Hydrogen
PNS n SHIMLA

Himachal Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu on Monday said that the

State Government has urged the Union
Ministry of Railways to explore the pos-
sibility of converting the Kalka-Shimla
UNESCO World Heritage train to run on
green hydrogen. In a letter written to the
Union Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw, he urged the ministry to con-
sider transforming this historic rail line
into a green energy-powered route. 

He added, “The state government aims
to make Himachal Pradesh a green ener-
gy state by March 31, 2026 and has
undertaken several initiatives to achieve
this goal.”  He said that the State govern-
ment is working on a six-pronged strate-
gy to transform the State into a certified
Green Energy State, contributing signifi-
cantly to India’s climate commitments and
aligning with the Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs). This strategic
transition will ensure a fair and just shift
towards sustainable energy while also
boosting the state’s economy.

Sukhu stated that the State is on track

to replace its current thermal power con-
sumption of 1,500 Million Units (MUs)
with renewable sources, including hydro,
solar, and wind power. He said that cur-
rently, the state consumes 13,500 MUs of
power, with a large portion already derived
from renewable sources. Achieving 90 per-
cent renewable energy consumption in the
power distribution network will enable
Himachal Pradesh to be certified as a fully
Green State of the country. This transition
is expected to be completed within a year
and will also allow industries in the State
to apply for the ‘Eco Mark’, enhancing the
value of their products.

The CM stated that the Government
is also laying a strong focus on solar power
generation, with plans to establish a
capacity of 2,000 MW over the next four
to five years. Solar power generation has
doubled in the last two years, reflecting the
government’s commitment to this clean
energy source, he added.

Sukhu said that, in addition, the
Government has launched the ‘Green
Panchayat’ scheme, a decentralized renew-
able energy initiative in the State. Under
this scheme, 500 KW grid-connected

ground-mounted solar power plants are
being set up at the Panchayat level. Income
from the sale of this power will be used to
fund eco-friendly and sustainable devel-
opment projects.

He further said that the State is also
making significant progress in the pro-
duction of ‘Green Hydrogen.’ The first
facility, in collaboration with Oil India
Limited (OIL), is underway and discus-
sions with private investors for more
such facilities are ongoing.

The CM said that as part of the State’s
efforts to promote electric vehicles (EVs),
1,500 buses from the State Transport
Corporation’s fleet of 3,200 buses will be
replaced with electric buses over the next
two to three years. He said that the gov-
ernment is also transitioning its own
fleet of diesel and petrol vehicles to elec-
tric. Additionally, six major National
Highways have been developed as green
corridors for EVs. Under the Rajiv Gandhi
Startup Yojana, unemployed youth are
being provided with a 50 percent grant to
purchase EV taxis and buses, ensuring the
deployment of environment-friendly vehi-
cles within government services.

Int’l Gita Mahotsav to be held from Nov 28 to Dec
15
Chandigarh: The International Gita Mahotsav will be organ-
ised in Kurukshetra from November 28 to December 15. An
official spokesperson said the Mahotsav this year will be cel-
ebrated with great pomp and show and the main programmes
will be organised from December 5 to 11. Extensive arrange-
ments will be made for traffic management. This year, Tanzania
will be the partner country and Odisha will be the partner state. 

Haryana CM honours representatives of Dom
Community
Chandigarh: Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini on
Monday felicitated representatives of the Dom community from
across the state at his residence, here. He joined the commu-
nity representatives for lunch and inquired about their well-
being. Saini said that the state government is committed to sup-
port every poor individual and community in the state and
under the Sant-Mahapurusha Vichar Samman and Prachar
Prasar Yojana, a state-level program for the entire Dom com-
munity will be organized. Furthermore, he stated that a
Dharamshala will be constructed at any location the Dom com-
munity chooses within the state.

CM Saini to chair meeting of Gurugram District
Public Relations and Grievances Committee
Chandigarh: The Haryana Government on Monday issued a
fresh notification for the appointment of Chairman of District
Public Relations and Grievances Committees. According to the
notification issued by the Chief Secretary's Office, Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini has been appointed as the
Chairman of Gurugram District Public Relations and
Grievances Committee.  Similarly, Energy Minister Anil Vij
has been appointed as the Chairman of District Public Relations
and Grievances Committees of Kaithal and Sirsa. 

Hry Govt aims to include Gurugram among
India's top 10 Cities: Minister
Chandigarh: Haryana Industries and Commerce, Environment,
Forests and Wildlife Minister, Rao Narbir Singh on Monday
said that the present government aims at including Gurugram
among India's top 10 cities.  During the meeting, several cru-
cial points related to the Municipal Corporation, HSIIDC,
HSVP and the Pollution Control Board were discussed. The
Minister while chairing a review meeting with the officers of
the Municipal Corporation of Manesar and Gurugram,
directed them to ensure high-quality construction at minimal
cost. He further directed the officers to ensure making the city
encroachment and polythene free.

Farmers stage protests outsides homes
of AAP, BJP candidates in Punjab
MONIKA MALIK n
CHANDIGARH

In Punjab, farmers have
intensified their protests over

delayed paddy lifting and the
shortage of DAP
(Diammonium Phosphate) fer-
tilizer. The farmer-protestors
from various farmer unions
began staging demonstrations
outside the residences and
offices of Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) and Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) candidates, contesting
in the upcoming by-elections,
from Monday.

The protests were orga-
nized at key locations, includ-
ing the offices of BJP candidate
Manpreet Badal in
Gidderbaha, BJP candidate
Kewal Singh Dhillon in
Barnala, and AAP candidate
Harinder Singh Dhaliwal in
Barnala. Additionally, toll fees
at 26 plazas across the State
have been waived by the
protesting farmers as part of
their ongoing agitation.

BKU (Ekta-Ugrahan)
leader Joginder Singh Ugrahan
announced that the protests
would also extend to the resi-
dences of AAP candidate
Hardeep Singh ‘Dimpy’
Dhillon in Gidderbaha starting

Tuesday.
He further highlighted the

ongoing shortage of DAP, a
critical fertilizer for the current
cropping season. “A recent
shipment of 32,000 DAP bags,
which had been detained by
demonstrators at Malerkotla,
was partly allocated to local
districts,” he said, urging the
public to join the protests to
pressure both the State and
Central Governments to
address these issues. The
protests coincide with the
upcoming by-elections sched-
uled for November 13 in four
assembly constituencies —
Barnala, Gidderbaha, Dera
Baba Nanak, and Chabbewal.
According to farmer leaders,
both the Central and State
Governments are responsible
for the ongoing issues affecting
Punjab’s agricultural sector.
“Had they acted in a timely
manner, the delays in paddy
lifting and fertilizer shortages
would have been mitigated,”
they argued.

The decision to stage
protests outside the candidates'
homes aimed at pushing the
authorities to take immediate
action.

For the past 18 days, farm-
ers have conducted demon-

strations outside the residences
of BJP and AAP leaders, dis-
rupting routine political activ-
ities. These protests were
paused recently to allow for the
deployment of farmer leaders
at local mandis (markets) to
monitor the situation. In par-
allel, the Samyukta Kisan
Morcha (SKM), a non-political
farmers’ union, continued to
lead highway protests across
five major routes in Punjab,
focusing on similar agricultural
issues.

The current protests mir-
ror previous actions taken dur-
ing this year’s Lok Sabha elec-
tions when the SKM orga-
nized gatherings outside the
residences of BJP candidates.
Farmers had prepared a list of
grievances and demands,
which they presented to BJP
candidates during their vil-
lage campaigns, creating con-
siderable challenges for the
party’s outreach efforts.

Ultimately, BJP failed to
secure any of Punjab’s 13 Lok
Sabha seats, though the party
managed to secure the third-
highest vote share with over 19
percent, trailing behind
Congress and AAP, both of
which garnered more than 26
percent of the vote.

Haryana Day celebrated at Raj Bhavan
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Haryana Day was celebrat-
ed on Monday at Raj

Bhavan, highlighting the state’s
rich cultural heritage, rapid
development, and significant
contributions to the country’s
agricultural and industrial
growth.

Governor Bandaru
Dattatraya and Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini were present
on the occasion.

Cultural performances by
artists, showcasing traditional
music, and dance forms like
Ghoomar and Saang, mes-
merized the audience, remind-
ing them of the state’s rich his-
tory, vibrant culture, and
dynamic progress.

Dattatraya said that
Haryana Day is a celebration of
the state’s unique culture, tra-
ditions, and heritage, high-

lighting its vibrant folk music,
dances like Jhumar, Gidda,
and Phag, and the rich tradi-
tions of storytelling and
craftsmanship.  While inter-
acting with media persons on
the occasion, he said Haryana,
which played a vital role in the
country’s Green Revolution, is
today progressing in all fields.

Haryana is also far ahead

in implementing various pro-
visions of the new National
Education Policy-2020 (NEP-
2020), the Governor said. He
also announced a reward of Rs
5 lakh to the artists.

Congratulating the people
of the state on the occasion,
Dattatraya said the state has a
deep-rooted historical signifi-
cance, with sites like

Kurukshetra, which is associ-
ated with the epic
Mahabharata, making it an
important cultural and reli-
gious landmark. He said that
Haryana has produced numer-
ous top-tier athletes who have
brought laurels to India in
international competitions,
including the Olympics.

Haryana Day is a moment
to honour this legacy and cel-
ebrate the sporting spirit
embedded in the state’s culture,
he added.After the conclusion
of the programme, Chief
Minister Saini, while interact-
ing with mediapersons, said
that Haryana has progressed
rapidly. Congratulating the
people of the state, he said: “We
will work harder for Haryana’s
all-round progress. We have
given a better sports policy in
Haryana so that the youth of
the state can excel in sports.”

Pb Raj Bhavan celebrates Foundation day of Pb and Chandigarh

PNS n CHANDIGARH

The Punjab Raj Bhavan on
Monday celebrated the

Foundation Day of Punjab and
Chandigarh. On this occasion,
the foundation day of the states
of Haryana, Andhra Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Karnataka,
Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil
Nadu and UT’s Andaman &
Nicobar Islands, Delhi,
Lakshadweep and Puducherry

was also celebrated.
The celebration highlight-

ed India’s vibrant cultures,
diverse languages, rich histo-
ries, and enduring traditions,
which form the foundation of
our nation’s strength and
resilience.

On the occasion, students
from the Post Graduate
Government College for Girls-
11 presented Shiv Stuti, Giddha
and Luddi while the students of

Chandigarh University per-
formed Haryanvi dance,
Mohiniyattam and Bhangra.
Performances on
Bharatnatyam and Tamil folk
by the Chandigarh Tamil
Sangam and Karnataka
‘Mahabharat’ performance by
Kannad Sangha Chandigarh
also enthralled the audience.

Speaking on the occasion,
Gulab Chand Kataria,
Governor of Punjab and
Administrator of Union
Territory, Chandigarh said that
"Unity in Diversity" is the iden-
tity of India, which has been
formed by the rich history of
freedom struggle and cultural
development based on the
principles of diverse language,
culture, religion, non-violence
and justice. The spirit of mutu-
al understanding of the people
enables unity in diversity,
which comes out as a flame of
nationalism and it needs to be
nurtured in the future also.

Kataria remarked that now
the Statehood Day has now
become as special as the
national festival. He said that
the celebration of State
Foundation Days in Punjab Raj
Bhavan since the last one year,
is a symbol of our country’s
social, economic and cultural
development which inspires
us to walk on the path of
unity, self-pride and progress.
All the states of the country are
blessed with a great culture and
hardworking people who have
contributed to national
progress in various fields. He
said that this country is one
from Kashmir to Kanyakumari.
Any soldier who lays down his
life for the country, is a martyr
and hero of whole country,
irrespective of the state he was
born in. On this occasion, the
Governor called upon all to
work unitedly to participate in
the progress of the state and the
nation.

HP CM holds meeting with Cabinet Ministers
to assess performance of departments
PNS n SHIMLA

Himachal Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu

on Monday held a
review meeting
with Cabinet
Ministers to
assess the perfor-
mance of the
departments con-
cerned and

emphasized the commitment
of state government for the
inclusive growth of the state
and highlighted the ongoing
efforts to extend the benefits of
development schemes to all eli-
gible. 

Sukhu urged all Cabinet
ministers to ensure that the
programmes and schemes
started by the present state gov-

ernment reach every eligible
beneficiary, especially those in
remote areas and said that he
was personally monitoring the
implementation of the flagship
schemes and ensuring the
intended support reaches to all
those in need.

He said that to promote
good governance the state gov-
ernment has launched the
‘Sarkar Gaon Ke Dwar’ pro-
gramme in the state, adding
that this programme was
designed to bring government
services closer to people in
rural and remote regions.
"Through this initiative citizens
can address their concerns
within their communities
which were proving helpful in
reducing the time and money
and the people need not to
travel to the state capital and

other districts to get their work
done," he said.

The CM encouraged
Cabinet ministers to embrace
the mission of ‘Vyavastha
Parivartan’ and work collec-
tively towards transforming
Himachal into a self-reliant and
prosperous state by 2032,
pointing out that concrete steps
have been taken by the gov-
ernment to strengthen the
state's economy.  

Sukhu asked the Cabinet
ministers to work in the areas
of public interest and give top
priority to public welfare. He
encouraged everyone to main-
tain continuous efforts towards
the successful execution of
developmental projects and
ensure that the growth of the
state remains inclusive and
sustainable for all.
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Ifirst read about
resilience in my physics
classes in school as the

ability of a material to
absorb energy and release
back that energy as it
springs back to its original
shape. 
Later, I understood a third
element, the ability to
spring back without creat-
ing a permanent distor-
tion. Human resilience is no
different. I have met many
people who bounced back.
I then understood its mean-
ing in daily life. It was
about humans and their
strength to face adversities
and move forward with
renewed vigour. I remem-
ber an incident from almost
four decades back. 
I was only 26-years-old.
My colleague was 56. His
only child, a son around my
age, died in a boat accident
while on vacation with his
friends in the Sundarbans.
I went with my wife to
condole and realised that
words were superfluous.
What do you tell an old
couple who had just lost
their only child? I had tears
in my eyes, and I found the
gentleman consoling me
instead. He sought solace

and strength from the
scriptures.
Another colleague lost her
41-year-old son. She want-
ed to write about it, had
even tried multiple times,
but could not bring herself
to articulate her feelings. I
encouraged her to write.
She shared her innermost
thoughts, ‘A woman goes
through severest of physical
pains and mental suffering
through labour pain at the
time of her child’s birth.
This is the natural cycle of
life. 
But what is unnatural is
when this cycle of life
breaks due to the untimely
death of the younger per-

son, whom the woman had
given birth to, and nur-
tured, to become a good
and strong human being to
face the world.’ 
The lady now lives through
her son’s memories. She
also expresses her emo-
tions by writing poetry or
short stories. This is her
way of coming out of her
traumatic experience and
honouring her son’s life.
Another lady that I recent-
ly inter viewed for an
episode of a virtual show
lost her young son of 22 a
few years back. She ‘tran-
scended’ her grief cherish-
ing the fond memories of a
limited time spent togeth-
er. She helps others trans-
form their grief  into
growth. 
The loss of a child is prob-
ably the most difficult form
of adversity. We face chal-
lenges and find the inner
strength to deal with them.
There are a few, who unfor-
tunately are not able to
cope, and sometimes take
extreme steps. 
There are also a few people
who may require addition-
al medical help to deal with
feelings of depression.
Above all, they require love

and support from the near
and dear ones. Each human
is a wellspring of resilience.
All that is needed is to tap
within and for others to
help. We may adopt a few
lessons from the lives of
resilient persons. 
They believe they are mas-
ters of their destiny, they are
aware of their strengths
and weaknesses, they adapt
to situations, they do not
obsess over factors over
which they do not have
control, they are optimists
and many more. 
However, resilience does
not require us to present a
brave facade at all times. It
is also important to create
a social environment and
not hesitate to seek help. I
close the article, with a
prayer that all of us find the
courage to be resilient, and
with a quote from Emil
Dorian, a Romanian poet,
prose writer, and physi-
cian, “Strong people alone
know how to organise their
suffering so as to bear only
the most necessary pain.”
(The author is an electrical

engineer with the Indian
Railways and conducts

classes in creative writing;
views are personal)

Delhi’s pollution levels have once again reached alarming highs, with the Air Quality
Index (AQI) crossing the 400 mark just two days after Diwali. As of Sunday morn-
ing, the city witnessed hazardous air conditions, recording AQI values that are 65

times above the World Health Organisation (WHO) recommended limits.The city’s air
quality entered the “hazardous” category as a thick blanket of smog descended. For
context, an AQI level above 450 is classified as ‘severe-plus,’ posing serious health risks,
especially for vulnerable populations like children, the elderly and individuals with res-
piratory issues. On Saturday night, Delhi’s AQI stood at 327, but within just 12 hours,
it shot up to 447, marking a significant spike. This worsening air quality is not limited
to isolated pockets of the city; regions across Delhi-NCR, including Jahangirpuri, Mundka,
Narela and Sonia Vihar, also recorded dangerously high levels. 
Many people reported respiratory issues due to the poor air quality and eye irritation, a

direct effect of the dense smog. These symptoms high-
light the immediate health repercussions of Delhi’s
worsening air quality, especially after Diwali.
Firecrackers during Diwali celebrations have a substan-
tial impact on Delhi’s air quality. The smoke and par-
ticulate matter released from fireworks contain pollu-
tants like sulfur dioxide, carbon monoxide and heavy
metals that remain suspended in the air, exacerbating
pollution levels. The annual agricultural practice of stub-
ble burning in neighbouring states, including Punjab
and Haryana, contributes to Delhi’s smog. Its persis-
tence remains a critical factor in the air quality crisis.
During winter, Delhi’s colder temperatures and lack of

strong winds trap pollutants close to the ground. This natural ‘trapping effect’ worsens
in the days following Diwali as pollutants from firecrackers and stubble burning accu-
mulate in the air, creating hazardous conditions. In an effort to tackle this recurring issue,
the Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP-II) was implemented in Delhi-NCR starting October
21, following the dip in air quality to the ‘Very Poor’ category. This plan mandates restric-
tions on activities that contribute to pollution, such as construction and industrial oper-
ations. However, despite GRAP-II’s implementation, the AQI remains alarmingly high,
showing the need for stricter enforcement and possibly, more robust solutions to address
the city’s persistent air quality issues. Delhi’s post-Diwali pollution crisis is a reminder
of the complex and multifaceted nature of air quality management. Efforts to control
pollution through initiatives like GRAP and public awareness campaigns have had lim-
ited success, underscoring the need for more effective and sustained interventions. A
multi-pronged approach involving stricter restrictions on firecrackers, better stubble man-
agement practices, and real-time pollution control is essential to bring lasting improve-
ment to Delhi’s air quality. As Delhi faces yet another winter of hazardous air, urgent,
long-term solutions are crucial to protect the health and wellbeing of its citizens.

Smogged capital!

No terrorist or extremist organisation acti-
vates itself or indulges in separatist,
destructive or terrorist activities without
state support and sponsorship. Pakistan is
the best example of such state-sponsored
terrorist organisations. Justin Trudeau is
facing fierce opposition within its ranks and
in the country while the parliamentary
elections are approaching fast. 
Khalistani extremists do have some polit-
ical support in India, but such political par-
ties and leaders miserably lost elections in
recent Lok Sabha and Assembly elections.
It is very strange that anti-India Khalistani
extremists have no support in India and are
not relevant for Canada too, so Justin
Trudeau’s support for them is highly
undiplomatic and unbecoming of his
Government. The large Indian diaspora in
Canada may not be favourable of their
Khalistani support. 

Vinod Johri| Delhi

NEW ZEALAND’S CLEAN SWEEP
Madam — This is one of the most humil-
iating defeats for team India at home and
Skipper Rohit Sharma can’t have any

excuse for this shocking performance of the
players and especially the batters. Full cred-
it goes to New Zealand for their absolute
commitment and application in all depart-
ments of the game and Captain Latham led
by example with his cool strategies to
record 3-0 by cleanly whitewashed India.
The Indian batters who have taken their
place for granted so far played miserable
throughout the series. 
The performances of Rohit Sharma and
Virat Kohli were crestfallen and we don’t
see any kind of seriousness from them in
the middle to realise the match situation.
After their dismal outcome at Bengaluru
and Pune, when the fans expected a turn-
around at Mumbai by expecting the cap-
tain to stay in the middle for longer, the
post-match press conference for Rohit
became longer than the time he spent at
the wicket, which was a very sorry affair
and a huge disappointment for the Indian
fans across the nation. 

A P Thiruvadi | Chennai

EDUCATION SYSTEM REVAMP
Madam —The article ‘Reforming India’s
education...’(November 2) presents sugges-
tions that could be considered positively.
The education system we had for long
could produce creative brains and talents
that have been absorbed by the knowledge
and talent seeking institutions all over the
world. Most of the scientists and tech-
nocrats contributing to most inventions
and developments in various countries are
Indians, who had their basic education in
India. The country is caught in the grip of
confusion over the type of education we
need to provide to our students. 
The act of leaving education to market
forces dominated by avaricious private
players has converted the essence of edu-
cation from learning to just scoring high
marks, which helps in gaining seats in edu-
cational institutions and nothing more. The
cream is able to gain placement in the IT
sector, and the rest are left to be satisfied
with a degree that cannot fetch them a job.
It is all the more a serious concern that now
the system is made to suffer the onslaughts
of the communal flare ignited in every
sphere of life. As a result, those who have
a degree but no employable skill are taken
up for infusing skill in them to make them
employable. We need to wait and see how
this is going to yield the desired result. It
is time to leave education to the States to
compete themselves in creating skilled and
knowledgeable forces for mutual benefit. 

A G Rajmohan | Anantapur

INDIA-CANADA TENSIONS
Madam — Apropos of ‘MEA summons
Canadian diplomat’ (November 3),
Canada’s baseless and unsubstantiated
allegations against Union Home Minister
Amit Shah under pressure from Khalistani
extremists, have taken Indo-Canadian
diplomatic relations to a new low. The sur-
veillance of the Indian diplomats in
Canada is beyond all diplomatic norms and
is illegal. Even earlier, Canada failed and
refused to provide any proof or congenial
evidence of India’s involvement in Canada-
based Khalistani extremist Nijjar’s murder.
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People purchase bamboo baskets and other items ahead of the ‘Chhath Puja,’ in Gurugram PTI LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

Delhi’s air has taken a hazardous turn with the city enveloped in a
thick blanket of smog and the AQI reaching alarming levels

counter-terrorism initiatives,
underscoring the need for
stringent international regula-
tions.
The role of smaller nations is
also evolving within this mul-
tipolar order. These countries
are adapting to shifting glob-
al dynamics, often requiring
support from larger nations
for economic, strategic and
cultural integration. India’s
growing recognition as a
mediator in international dis-
putes, as seen in its balanced
stance on the Russia-Ukraine
conflict, reflects its increasing
diplomatic stature. This
approach not only underlines
India’s commitment to global
peace but also highlights its
ability to bridge divides as a
neutral party.
With an evolving internation-
al landscape, new security
frameworks and collabora-
tive information-sharing net-
works have become critical for
countering emerging threats.
India’s active role in tackling
these challenges showcases
the potential of soft diploma-
cy. This diplomatic approach
resonates with India’s cultur-
al philosophy of  Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam (One Earth,
One Family), which advo-
cates for inclusive governance
and unity. This ethos aligns
well with the India-US part-
nership, which is also rooted
in shared democratic values
and mutual respect for sover-

eignty. Recent technological
agreements, including the US
support for the production of
F414 engines, advanced
drones, and fighter jet compo-
nents in India, symbolise the
strides both countries are
making toward a robust
defense alliance. Such agree-
ments not only solidify
defense cooperation but also
pave the way for smoother
technology transfers.
Beyond defense, India and the
US are deepening cooperation
in areas like artificial intelli-
gence (AI) and information
technology (IT), underscoring
India’s expanding role in glob-
al tech markets. Indian com-
panies, particularly in the IT
sector, have successfully estab-
lished a presence in interna-
tional markets, creating jobs,
fostering trade, and contribut-
ing to the US economy. With
an Indian diaspora of about
5.6 million living, working,
and studying in the US, these
contributions further
strengthen the economic ties
and cultural connections
between the two democracies.
This vibrant Indian-American
community enhances mutual
understanding and shared
aspirations between the two
nations, fostering a unique
bond that complements strate-
gic cooperation.
The Indo-US partnership
holds strategic importance
not only for bilateral benefits

but also as a pillar for build-
ing broader international
coalitions to address global
security threats. As two of the
world’s largest democracies,
India and the US are in a
unique position to lead efforts
against transnational terror-
ism and other pressing secu-
rity issues. By jointly develop-
ing a forward-looking securi-
ty framework, both countries
can drive global initiatives for
peace and stability. Through
shared commitments, this
alliance has the potential to
shape a diplomatic roadmap
that champions prosperity,
security, and harmony on a
global scale.
In an era where power is
increasingly dispersed, the
Indo-US relationship reflects
a proactive response to the
challenges and opportunities
presented by multipolarity.
As both nations continue to
strengthen their alliance, they
contribute not only to their
own security but also to a col-
lective effort aimed at promot-
ing peace, economic stability,
and shared progress. This
partnership is more than just
a bilateral relationship; it
embodies the hope for a coop-
erative, resilient global order
that values inclusive growth
and sustainable peace.
(The author, a recipient of the
Bharat Gaurav Award, is a pro-
fessor and expert in strategic
affairs; views are personal) 

Providing a fulcrum for
the new global order

The global power struc-
ture has undergone
profound changes,
shifting from the Cold
War’s rigid bipolarity

to an era of unipolar domi-
nance, and now, to a complex
multipolar framework. This tran-
sition has amplified the voices of
countries that were once side-
lined, making their contribu-
tions essential to shaping inter-
national relations. For a stable
and cooperative world, active
participation from all nations is
necessary in this evolving para-
digm of global politics.
A key relationship in this multi-
polar world is the strengthening
bond between India and the
United States, founded on shared
respect and strategic interests.
Over the past decade, their
alliance has evolved significant-
ly, propelled by a common vision
for regional stability and global
security. Regions like West Asia
and conflicts like Russia-Ukraine
illustrate how global geopolitical
tensions are often rooted in com-
plex interplays of power, ideolo-
gy, and rivalry. Maintaining peace
requires transparent diplomacy,
cooperation, and trust-based dia-
logue among nations. To sustain
global stability, countries must
collaborate on critical fronts such
as climate action, renewable
energy, and technological inno-
vation.
China’s Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) is an example of how
emerging powers are asserting
influence, sparking responses
from other nations. India’s grow-
ing partnership with the US
stands as a stabilising counter-
force in this landscape. Key
agreements like the Basic
Exchange and Cooperation
Agreement (BECA) have
enhanced defense and data-shar-
ing capabilities, primarily to
counter security threats in the
Indo-Pacific region. Additionally,
India and the US have institu-
tionalised their cooperation
through strategic initiatives like
the 2+2 Dialogue, a platform that
enables regular high-level discus-
sions and reinforces a multi-lay-
ered security partnership. These
collaborations reflect the impor-
tance of joint efforts in combat-
ing modern challenges, from
chemical weapons control to

Toxic work culture

IN AN ERA 
WHERE

POWER IS 
INCREASINGLY

DISPERSED,
THE INDO-US

RELATIONSHIP
REFLECTS

A PROACTIVE
RESPONSE

TO THE 
CHALLENGES

AND
OPPORTUNITIES

PRESENTED
BY

MULTIPOLARITY

Finding strength in the face
of life’s deepest sorrows

The recent tragic death of a 26-year-
old Chartered Accountant from
Kerala working in a MNC in Pune

has reignited discussions about exploita-
tive work conditions prevalent in many
Indian organisations. In fact, her moth-
er wrote a letter to the chairman of the
company, blaming the toxic work envi-
ronment as the reason for her daughter’s
death. The woman’s case is not an isolat-

ed incident. Stories of young profession-
als suffering from burnout, stress and
even physical collapse due to inhumane
work hours are becoming disturbingly
common in India. 
While many Indian companies boast of
initiatives aimed at employees’ engage-
ment and their wellbeing, these things
appear to be at the surface level, failing
to bring meaningful change to daily work
experiences. While many issues can play
a role in attributing to toxic workplace
cultures, the most pervasive is weak lead-
ership. In the pursuit of chasing profits,
companies often overlook the human cost
of overworking employees.  Meaningful
change is urgently needed to address the
exploitative practices rampant in Indian
MNCs.
Ranganathan Sivakumar | Urapakkam

SUDHIR HINDWAN

SANJAY CHANDRA

Adversities are integral to our lives. However, we possess a
wellspring of strength that enables us to recover and move on

The Indo-US partnership stands out as a stabilising force, rooted in shared democratic
values and a commitment to security, peace and technological progress
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GOLD HAS 
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BETWEEN
RATE AND 
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SINCE 2022

Quite often we come up with research studies that state that employ-
ees with access to mental health resources, such as counselling
and stress management programmes, reported higher resilience

levels while those who received mindfulness training and stress-reduc-
tion workshops were better equipped to handle workplace challenges,
leading to lower absenteeism and higher engagement. But the question
arises are we workplace resilient? In today’s fast-paced and often unpre-
dictable business environment, resilience has become a critical quality
for both organisations as well as individuals. 
The term resilience usually refers to something more than just the abil-
ity to bounce back. It is the ability to adapt to challenges, recover from
setbacks and maintain a steady course even in times of uncertainty. It
is an adaptive skill that enables employees to handle stress and main-
tain productivity under pressure. Effective resilience management helps
businesses not only survive but thrive during challenging periods by fos-
tering a resilient workforce that can navigate complex and shifting land-
scapes.
The need for resilience, in recent years, has undoubtedly become increas-
ingly evident due to factors such as economic fluctuations, organisa-
tional restructuring and external crises like the COVID-19 pandemic. The
ability to manage resilience allows organisations to build a workforce
that can handle continuous change without compromising the wellbe-

ing of employees or the quality of work. Resilient employees contribute
to a positive workplace culture by handling stress effectively and col-
laborating with others to solve problems. They also tend to show high-
er levels of job satisfaction, reduced burnout and a greater sense of pur-
pose in their roles. These attributes are beneficial not only to the indi-
vidual but to the organisation, as resilient employees contribute to a
stronger, more cohesive team dynamic.
Several approaches such as encouraging a positive work culture; pro-
viding access to training and development; promoting work-life balance
and encouraging team cohesion and collaboration can help organisa-
tions promote resilience at both individual as well as organisational lev-
els. Only when employees feel valued and supported, they are more like-
ly to develop a strong sense of belonging and purpose. An environment
where employees feel safe to express concerns and seek help when need-
ed promotes emotional resilience. Additionally, professional development
opportunities build confidence, thereby helping employees feel more com-
petent and ready to face obstacles. 
Leadership plays a crucial role in resilience management. On the other
hand, leaders too, who show resilience, especially during challenging
times, inspire confidence in their teams can also provide the necessary
guidance, recognise stress signs early on, and take action to support
struggling employees. Resilient leaders foster a growth mindset within
their teams, viewing setbacks as learning opportunities rather than fail-
ures.
Only fostering a team-based environment where collaboration and mutu-
al support are encouraged enables employees to rely on one another
in times of need. When employees trust their teammates, they are more
likely to share concerns, ask for help and aid others, which collective-
ly contributes to a resilient workforce. In conclusion, managing resilience
in the workplace is essential for creating a thriving, adaptable, and sup-
portive work environment. Investing in resilience is ultimately an invest-
ment in organisational success and individual wellbeing. By prioritising
resilience, businesses will be better prepared to face future challenges,
ensuring a sustainable and positive work environment.

(The writer is an educator; views are personal)

FIRSTCOLUMN
BUILDING

WORKPLACE RESILIENCE

It was three years after the
Indo-Pakistan war. The
year was 1968. India’s

external intelligence agency,
The Research and Analysis
Wing (R&AW) was formed
and its director was firmly
advised by the then Prime
Minister, Indira Gandhi, to
develop deep ties with
Mossad; Israel’s formidable
intelligence agency. The two
have been working closely
together to eliminate poten-
tial threats and impending
security challenges. The
interests of both agencies
aligned; obliterating the sim-
ilar nature of terror emanat-
ing from their borders. 
As Israel confronts Iran’s
proxies in the region, Indian
security forces battle
Pakistan’s proxies, Jaish-e-
Mohammad and Lashkar-e-

Taiba, daily in the restive
state of Jammu and Kashmir;
which also happens to be one
of the world’s most heavily
militarised zones. Pakistan, a
nuclear-armed country, also
happens to be the epicentre
of global terrorism. Fast-
forward to the year 1999
when India was engaged in
the Kargil conflict with
Pakistan.
It was then that Israel provid-

ed India with drones to mon-
itor the treacherous
Himalayan terrain. Now, as
Israel is entangled in its bat-
tles, India’s Adani group has
delivered several Hermes
900 drones which are also
capable of aerial bombard-
ment. They have been
deployed in Gaza. This, of
course, is beyond the ambit
of the Indian Government’s
control since it’s a joint ven-
ture between Adani Defence
and Aerospace and Israel’s
Elbit systems. Besides,
allegedly India sent two
shiploads of arms to Israel
early this year.
Over the past few years,
Mossad has conducted a
series of assassinations.
These have included top
Iranian nuclear physicists,
professors and the head of

Iran’s nuclear programme.
Benjamin Netanyahu has
vowed that Israel will not tol-
erate a nuclear Iran. So, in
the foreseeable future, it is
very likely that Israel will
strike Iran’s nuclear facilities
because Iran is going to
relentlessly pursue the
nuclear path. This is
irrefutable.
In recent times, the agency

in collaboration with the
Israel Defence Forces (IDF)
has assassinated the top lead-
ership of Hamas and
Hezbollah; Ismael Haniyeh-
the Hamas political leader-
in Tehran, Hassan Nasrallah-
the Hezbollah leader and
Yahya Sinwar who was the
chief architect of the 7th
October 2023 attacks on
Israel.
The very recent precision

strikes in and around Tehran
would have sent shockwaves
in the power corridors of
Iran. The reverberations of
these calculated strikes
would have sent Iran’s secu-
rity cabinet scrambling to
fathom how Israel could pur-
sue such an accurate military
operation. One will have to
wait and watch Iran’s reac-
tion. Will it retaliate and
escalate the exacerbated sit-
uation in the West Asia or

will it choose to mitigate the
situation and let its proxies
corner Israel?
But this outcome was almost
certain. Israel had to engage
in a limited military
response. But what captured
the imagination of the world
was how Hezbollah pagers
and walkie-talkies exploded
simultaneously. Contentious
debates regarding such a
deadly operation were circu-
lating to the centre stage. The
vociferous debates focus on
the morality and ethics of
such an unprecedented oper-
ation. 
After all, it does set a prece-
dent for future attacks any-
where in the world. But as
Israel’s Ambassador to New
Delhi put it; you have to sur-
prise your enemy in a man-
ner that does not involve the

conventional use of force.
They say necessity is the
mother of all inventions.
Israel’s campaign epitomises
it perfectly.
They say that offence is not
the best form of defence but
in Israel’s case, this chain of
thought is unconvincing.
The state exists in a precar-
ious security zone. Israel
may find itself alienated from
the rest of the world as the
valiant men and women of
the IDF battle on various
fronts, but the war and
Israel’s meticulous planning
must continue. 
Iran’s proxies must be anni-
hilated. Its relentless cam-
paign to eliminate groups
like Hamas and Hezbollah
must not end anytime soon.
Political parties or not, these
actors harbour a twisted,

malicious and hostile ideol-
ogy. There is no space for
such entities to exist in a
modern world. Israel must
never forget that the long-
lasting ties between the two
nations will continue and
India’s explicit support will
not fade anytime soon. 
The Indo-Israeli ties will be
a durable bond in the years
to come. This relationship
which hinges on mutual
respect and specific interests
will bloom and crystallise in
the years to come. Golda
Meir, the fourth Prime
Minister of Israel, articulat-
ed it quite clearly; ‘peace will
only usher in when Arabs
love their children more than
they despise us.’

(The writer is a socio-eco-
nomic commentator; views

expressed are personal) 

India and Israel: A Bond forged in intelligence and shared threats

Resilience is more than just bouncing back from
setbacks; it’s about adapting and staying steady

SAKSHI SETHI

SHIVAJI SARKAR

India has taken a bold step by repatriating 214 tonnes of gold from the Bank of
England, signalling a strategic move to protect national wealth against global shock

India’s gold repatriation:
Safeguarding India’s wealth

Reserves: April - September
2024,” the RBI stated that it had
a total of 854.73 metric tonnes of
gold in both domestic and foreign
repository facilities. 
The RBI has been buying gold to
diversify its forex reserves and
hedge against external risks. In
2024, the RBI added 54.7 tons of
gold to its reserves, the highest
acquisition in three years. After
the Ukraine war, $ 300 billion
worth of Russian currency and
other assets, kept as reserves in
the US dollar, Euro and sterling
pound, were seized by the US and
the G7 countries. The assets are
being used to bolster funding
arms and other supplies to
Ukraine.India has since acted
cautiously even in deals with the
purchase of Russian crude. The
recent spat with Canada and the
US-Israel escalation of the war to
Lebanon and Iran has added to
the caution. 
This forced the repatriation of
gold by RBI, which has been pur-
chasing gold and stocking it
abroad for payments in terms of
gold instead of dollars. The RBI
saves huge amounts in terms of
vault rents as well. Robust
demand in the world’s second-
biggest gold consumer could fur-
ther push up global prices, which
hit record highs last week. Rising
demand for imports of gold could
also widen India’s trade deficit
and put pressure on the rupee.
Yes, India’s gold purchases have
contributed to rising global gold
prices.
India’s gold demand in 2024 is
likely to fall to its lowest in four
years as a rally in prices to a
record high is seen denting pur-
chases during the peak festival
season, the World Gold Council

(WGC) said on Wednesday. Gold
demand in the world’s second-
biggest consumer of the pre-
cious metal could stand around
700 and 750 metric tonnes in
2024, the lowest since 2020 and
down from last year’s 761 tonnes,
according to Sachin Jain, CEO of
WGC’s Indian operations. This
Dhanteras, gold sales dipped in
India to 35 tonnes, down from
last year’s 42 tons.
Gold has risen to multiple all-
time highs this year. Sizable
central bank purchases of gold
bars have reset the relationship
between rate and price levels
since 2022. Goldman Sachs
Research estimates that 100
tonnes of physical demand lifts
gold prices by at least 2.4 per
cent.Credit card usage also hit
new highs, with card spending
reaching Rs 80,000 crore in
S eptember,  a  57  per  cent
increase from last year. The
retail mom-and-pop shops have
problems as the footfall was
subdued due to many turning to
online shopping. Both Amazon
and Flipkart reported a strong
Diwali season, with Flipkart
leading with a 64 per cent mar-
ket share during the initial
October sales. 
Sales from online platforms saw
year-on-year growth of 23 per
cent, with goods worth Rs
32,000 crore sold. More are
BNPL or Buy Now Pay Later
customers, or paying in instal-
ments helped by credit cards,
indicating a cash shortage
among the people. 
This trend was especially pro-
nounced among new shoppers
from tier 2 and tier 3 cities.Car
sales have suffered during most
of the year before just margin-

ally picking up during the
Dussehra and Diwali festive
seasons. Maruti profits lowered
to Rs 3102 crore in September,
by 18 per cent, as against Rs
3762 crore a year ago. 
Maruti CEO RC Bhargava says
“Affordability is a concern”. The
demand for cars below Rs 10
lakh is in demand. Small cars
inventory levels hit a “historic
high” of 80-85 days, leaving
dealers with a stock of 790,000
vehicles worth 800 bil l ion
rupees ,  the  Federat ion of
Automobi le  Dealers
Associations says.
Despite high inflation, Indian
consumers opened their wallets
wide this Diwali season, push-
ing festival-related spending to
about  Rs 1 .25 lakh crore,
claimed Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT) general
secretary Pravin Khandelwal.
Delhi alone saw spending of Rs
25,000 crore, including FMCG
goods, consumer durables and
home décor earthen lamps and
electronic goods, traditional and
modern products, he says.
Mobile phones in the below Rs
20,000 range had brisk sales. 
Mobile phones were among the
hottest sellers this season, with
a 12-15 per cent rise in the aver-
age selling price, driven partly
by a shortage in device availabil-
ity. This scarcity led to con-
sumers grabbing whatever stock
was available, increasing the
average  pr ice  of  phones
sold.Rising gold and commod-
ity prices, a fall in rupee value,
crunch in income and manufac-
turing are concerns amid a glob-
al unstable war-like situation.
(The author is a senior journal-

ist; views are personal)

In a striking move to safeguard
national wealth, India has repa-
triated 214 tonnes of gold from
the vaults of England, a signal of
heightened concern over escalat-

ing geopolitical tensions and looming
sanctions. This shift reflects a broad-
er trend, with central banks globally
ramping up their gold purchases.
In May alone, India recalled 100 tonnes
from the Bank of England, reinforcing
a strategy to shield assets amid global
uncertainty. Now, as global gold prices
soar toward a potential $3,000 per
ounce, the world is watching closely,
with India emerging as a key player in
the race to secure precious metals in
these volatile times.The government of
India has decided to prioritise protect-
ing its assets in the face of global geopo-
litical unrest. About 100 tonnes were
returned from the Bank of England in
May. 
A total of 324.01 metric tonnes of gold
were held in the custody of the Bank
for International Settlements (BIS)
and the Bank of England, while 510.46
metric tonnes were retained domesti-
cally. Additionally, 20.26 metric tonnes
of gold were stored as deposits.The gold
in the world market is projected to rise
to $3000 per ounce, according to
Goldman Sachs. The Diwali 2024 mar-
ket sparkle appears subdued for sever-
al reasons despite cracker sales going
back almost to the fuzzy pre-ban eras
of the National Green Tribunal. 
The traditional gold sales could not
touch previous years’ highs as the
metal was priced at around Rs 78,430,
almost 30 per cent higher than last year.
“Silver sales rose 33 per cent, while gold
volume fell by 15 per cent,” according
to the Indian Bullion and Jewellers
Association. The market is stated to be
as dizzy as it was in 2015 or 2019,
marked by slowdown.In its report
titled “43rd Half Yearly Report on
Management of Foreign Exchange

ISHAAN SAXENA

From R&AW’s inception in 1968 to today’s advanced defence collaborations, the Indo-Israeli alliance has quietly strengthened in the face of shared security challenges
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Prime Minister Keir Starmer
says he will double funding

for Britain’s border security
agency and treat people-smug-
gling gangs like terror net-
works in an attempt to stop
migrants crossing the English
Channel in small boats.
In a speech Monday to a meet-
ing of the international police
organization Interpol, Starmer
will say the gangs behind irreg-
ular migration are a serious
threat to global security.
Arguing that “the world needs
to wake up to the severity of
this challenge,” Starmer will say
that “we’re taking our approach
to counterterrorism, which we
know works, and applying it to
the gangs,” according to
extracts released by his office.
He’ll call for more cooperation
between law-enforcement
agencies, closer coordination

with other countries and
unspecified “enhanced” powers
for law-enforcement.
Starmer plans to increase the
UK Border Security
Command’s two-year budget
from 75 million pounds ($97
million) to 150 million pounds
($194 million). The money
will be used to fund high-tech
surveillance equipment and
100 specialist investigators.
Like previous Conservative
British governments, Starmer’s
Labour Party administration is
struggling to stop thousands of
people fleeing war and pover-
ty from trying reach the UK
from France in flimsy, over-
crowded boats.
More than 31,000 migrants
have made the perilous cross-
ing of one of the world’s busiest
shipping lanes so far this year,
more than in all of 2023,
though fewer than in 2022. At
least 56 people have perished in

the attempts this year, accord-
ing to French officials, making
2024 the deadliest since the
number of channel crossings
began surging in 2018.
Starmer leads a center-left gov-
ernment, and has raised some
eyebrows in September when
he visited Italian Premier
Giorgia Meloni and praised her
nationalist conservative gov-
ernment’s “remarkable”
progress in reducing the num-
ber of migrants reaching Italy’s
shores by boat. Starmer will
argue on Monday that “there’s
nothing progressive about
turning a blind eye as men,
women and children die in the
channel.” The opposition
Conservative Party argues that
Starmer should not have
scrapped the previous govern-
ment’s plan to send some asy-
lum-seekers who reach Britain
by boat on one-way trips to
Rwanda. Supporters of the pro-

posal say it would act as a
deterrent. Human rights groups
and many lawyers say it is
unethical and unlawful to send
migrants thousands of miles to
a country they don’t want to
live in. Starmer called the plan
a “gimmick” and canceled it
soon after he was elected in
July. Britain paid Rwanda hun-
dreds of millions of pounds for
the plan under a deal signed by
the two countries in 2022,
without any deportations tak-
ing place.
Senior police and government
officials from the 196 Interpol
member states are attending
the global police body’s four-
day congress in Glasgow,
Scotland.  On Tuesday,
Brazilian police official Valdecy
Urquiza is expected to be
named the new general secre-
tary of the Lyon, France-based
organization, replacing Jürgen
Stock of Germany.
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Top South Korean and
European Union officials

on Monday strongly con-
demned North Korea’s report-
ed troop dispatch to aid Russia’s
war against Ukraine and agreed
to work together to try to
block deepening military coop-
eration between Moscow and
Pyongyang.
North Korea’s alleged troop
deployment threatens to
expand the almost 3-year-long
war and is causing security jit-
ters in South Korea, where
many worry Russia might
reward the North by giving it
sophisticated weapons tech-
nology or offering a defense
commitment in the event of a
conflict on the Korean
Peninsula.
In a meeting in Seoul, South
Korean Defense Minister Kim
Yong Hyun and the EU’s visit-
ing foreign policy chief, Josep
Borrell, expressed “serious con-
cerns” about North Korea’s
reported troop dispatch and
“strongly condemned” it,
according to a statement from
the South Korean Defense
Ministry.

The two agreed to work togeth-
er with the international com-
munity to try to obstruct
Russian-North Korean securi-
ty cooperation, the statement
said.
The US government said
Thursday that about 8,000
North Korean soldiers were in
Russia near Ukraine’s border
and preparing to join Russia’s
fight against Ukraine in the
coming days. Ukraine’s
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy on Friday urged
allies to stop just “watching”
and take steps before North
Korean troops deployed in
Russia reach the battlefield.
According to US, South Korean
and Ukrainian intelligence
assessments, North Korea was
estimated to have moved about
10,000-12,000 troops to Russia.
If they start fighting against
Ukraine forces, it would mark
North Korea’s first participation
in a large-scale conflict since
the end of the 1950-53 Korean
War.
North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un has used the Russia-
Ukraine war as a way to expand
defense and economic cooper-

ation with Russia in the face of
an intensifying US-led pressure
campaign against his advanc-
ing nuclear program. The US,
South Korea and others accuse
North Korea of having already
exported artillery shells, mis-
siles and other conventional
arms to Russia.
In the past two years, Kim has
also ramped up tests of nuclear-
capable missile systems, as
Russia and China have repeat-
edly blocked US-led attempts
to toughen international sanc-
tions on North Korea over its
testing activities in defiance of
UN bans. North Korea has also
pushed to sever relations and
abandon its long-standing goal
of reconciliation with South
Korea.
In a background briefing with
local media Monday, South
Korea’s military said North
Korea has built anti-tank,
trench-like structures at two
sites near the Koreas’ heavily
armed border, where it blew up
northern parts of unused cross-
border road and rail routes last
month in a display of anger
toward South Korea. One of the
sites is on the western portion

of the border and the other on
the eastern section.
Details of the briefing were
shared with The Associated
Press.
The structure at the eastern
part of the border was assessed
to be 160 meters (524 feet) long
while the one at the western
part of the border was about
120 meters (393 feet) long,
according to the South Korean
military briefing.
In a war situation, the North
could easily fill up the trench-
es with piles of dirt nearby to
create routes to invade the
South, according to the Joint
Chiefs of Staff. 
Recent commercial satellite
images suggest that the work
on the trenches began shortly
after North Korea staged chore-
ographed demolitions of a road
near the western North Korean
border city of Kaesong and a
combined road and rail section
near the Koreas’ eastern border
on Oct. 15. 
Last week, North Korea test-
launched an intercontinental
ballistic missile designed to
attack the U.S. mainland for the
first time in almost a year.
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Turkiye on Monday removed
three elected pro-Kurdish

mayors from office over terror-
ism-related charges and replaced
them with state-appointed offi-
cials, the Interior Ministry said.
The move, which comes days
after the arrest and ouster from
office of a mayor from the
country’s main opposition party
for his alleged links to a banned
Kurdish militant group, is seen
as a hardening of President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan’s govern-
ment’s policies toward the oppo-
sition.
It also raises questions about the
prospects of a tentative new
peace effort to end a 40-year
conflict between the militant
group and the state that has led
to tens of thousands of deaths.
The mayors of the mainly
Kurdish-populated provincial
capitals of Mardin and Batman,
as well as the district mayor for
Halfeti, in Sanliurfa province,
were ousted from office over
their past convictions or ongo-
ing trials and investigations for
links to the banned Kurdistan
Workers’ Party, or PKK, accord-
ing to an Interior Ministry state-
ment.
The mayor are members of the
pro-Kurdish Peoples’ Equality
and Democracy Party, or DEM,
which is the third-largest party
represented in Parliament. They
were elected to office in local
elections in March.
Last month, the leader of the far-
right nationalist party that’s

allied with Erdogan had raised
the possibility that the PKK’s
imprisoned leader could be
granted parole if he renounces
violence and disbands his organ-
isation. His comments had
sparked discussion and specu-
lation about a potential peace
effort.
Ozgur Ozel, the leader of

Turkiye’s main opposition party,
CHP, branded the mayors’
removal from office as a “a
coup” and accused Erdogan of
seizing “municipalities” he could
not win in the elections.
Politicians and members of
Turkiye’s pro-Kurdish move-
ment have frequently been tar-
geted over alleged links to the

PKK, which is considered a
terror organisation by Turkiye,
the US and the European Union.
Legislators have been stripped of
their parliamentary seats and
mayors removed from office.
Several lawmakers as well as
thousands of party members
have been jailed on terror-relat-
ed charges since 2016.
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Three Chinese astronauts
who spent six months

developing China’s low orbit
space station returned to Earth
safely early Monday, the China
Manned Space Agency
(CMSA) said.
The capsule of the spaceship
Shenzhou-18’ carrying astro-
nauts Ye Guangfu, Li Cong and
Li Guangsu, touched down at
the Dongfeng landing site in
north China’s Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region at 1:24 am
(Beijing Time).
The three astronauts, after stay-
ing in orbit for 192 days, were
all in good health and the
Shenzhou-18 manned mission
was a success, the CMSA said.
Ye, the Shenzhou-18 mission
commander, has become the

first Chinese astronaut with an
accumulative spaceflight time
of more than a year, setting a
new record for the longest
duration of stay in orbit by a
Chinese astronaut.
He served as a crew member in
the Shenzhou-13 mission from
October 2021 to April 2022.
“Chinese astronauts have flown
to space in successive mis-
sions. I believe that the record
of the duration in orbit will be
broken in the near future,” Ye
said. Another astronaut Li
Guangsu said that they grew
two types of plants — cherry
tomatoes and lettuce — and
they had harvested some let-
tuce leaves for food.
“Being able to eat fresh vegeta-
bles in space is truly a blessing.
These green plants have also
brought a touch of green and

good cheer to our busy work,”
Li was quoted by state-run
Xinhua news agency.
China launched the Shenzhou-
18 manned spaceship in April
this year.
During the mission, the
Shenzhou-18 crew utilised the
scientific experiment cabinets
and extravehicular payloads
to carry out dozens of experi-
ments in the fields of basic
physics in microgravity, space
material science, space life sci-
ence, space medicine and space
technology, Xinhua report said.
The three were relieved by
another set of three Chinese
astronauts, including a woman
who docked with the orbiting
space station on October 30.
China changes crew for the sta-
tion every six months.
China built its space station

after it was reportedly exclud-
ed from the International Space
Station (ISS) over concerns
that China’s space programme
is manned by its military, the
People’s Liberation Army,
(PLA).
The two robotic arms of the
station, especially the long one
which has the ability to grab
objects including satellites from
space, drew international con-
cerns.
Early this month China
announced its plans for the fur-
ther development of space pro-
grammes which included
launching a manned lunar mis-
sion, construction of a lunar
space station, exploration of
habitable planets and extra-ter-
restrial life to expand its space
programme in the next few
decades. 
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Japan launched a defence
satellite aimed at speedier

communication and military
operations on a new flagship
H3 rocket on Monday and
successfully placed it into orbit,
as the country seeks to build up
its military capability amid
growing tension in the region.
The H3 No. 4 rocket lifted off
from the Tanegashima Space
Centre on a southwestern
Japanese island. Everything
went as planned and the satel-
lite was successfully put into a
targeted orbit, the Japan
Aerospace Exploration Agency,
or JAXA, announced.
The rocket was carrying a
Defense Ministry satellite,
Kirameki No. 3, which uses X-
band communication for infor-
mation and data sharing, as
well as military operations and
command. X-band satellite is
less affected by weather condi-
tions and is capable of support-
ing stable communication.
Kirameki No. 3 follows two ear-
lier X-band satellites already in
operation to meet Japan’s grow-
ing communication demands
and enhance its satellite oper-
ations.
Maj. Gen. Yasuhiro Kato, the

Joint Staff Systems Department
chief, told an online joint news
conference from Tanegashima
that the triple X-band commu-
nication satellite system would
enable high-speed, large-capac-
ity data transmission and com-
munication across Japan’s
Ground, Maritime and Air Self
Defence Forces, as well as with
units deployed overseas on
peacekeeping missions or exer-
cises.
“It will further contribute to
Japan’s national security and
the operational capacity of the
Self Defence Forces,” Kato said.
Ippei Kikuta, an Acquisition,
Technology and Logistics
Agency official, said Kirameki
No. 3 will start operations by
the end of March after being
shifted to a designated geosta-
tionary orbit above Japan and
tested, joining forces with the
two other X-band satellites,
Kirameki No. 1 and No. 2,
which are in undisclosed loca-
tions.
Japan is accelerating its military
buildup under a 2022 security
strategy that calls for Japanese
troops to play a greater role in
regional defense amid rising
tension from China, North
Korea and Russia.
Monday’s launch was initially

planned for October 20 and
came after four postponements
due to a technical glitch and
bad weather. Kato said the
delay had no impact on Japan’s
security and defence activity.
JAXA President Hiroshi
Yamakawa said he felt
“relieved” that the H3 rocket
was able to successfully deliv-
er the satellite to its planned
location after the two-week
delay.
The launch was the third con-
secutive successful flight of
the H3 system after the shock-
ing failed debut flight last year
when the rocket had to be
destroyed with its payload.
Japan sees a stable, commer-
cially competitive space trans-
port capability as key to its
space program and national
security.
JAXA and its main contractor,
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries,
have been developing the H3
launch system as a successor
to its current mainstay, H-2A,
which is set to retire after two
more flights. MHI will even-
tually take over H3 produc-
tion and launches from JAXA
and hopes to make it commer-
cially viable by cutting the
launch cost to about half of
the H-2A.
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Moldova’s pro-Western
President Maia Sandu

has won a second term in a
pivotal presidential runoff
against a Russia-friendly
opponent, in a race that was
overshadowed by claims of
Russian interference, voter
fraud, and intimidation in
the European Union candi-
date country.
With nearly 98% of votes
counted in the second round
of the presidential election
held Sunday, Sandu had 54%
of the vote, according to the
Central  Electoral
Commission, or CEC, com-
pared to 46% for Alexandr
Stoianoglo, a former prosecu-
tor general who was backed by
the pro-Russia the Party of
Socialists. The result will be a
major relief for the pro-
Western government, which
strongly backed Sandu’s can-
didacy, and her push for clos-
er Western ties on Moldova’s
path toward the EU.
“Moldova, you are victori-
ous! Today, dear Moldovans,
you have given a lesson in
democracy, worthy of being
written in history books.
Today,  you have saved
Moldova! In our choice for a
dignified future, no one lost,”
Sandu said. 
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Iran on Monday executed a
Jewish citizen convicted of

murdering another man in 2022
following a person dispute,
reports said. It was a rare case of
an execution of member of a reli-
gious minority in the predomi-
nately Muslim nation.
Mizanonline.ir, a website affiliat-
ed with Iran’s judiciary, said 23-
year-old Arvin Ghahremani was
put to death after the country’s
Supreme Court affirmed the
capital punishment handed
down in the case earlier last year. 
The report quoted Hamid Reza
Karimi, the prosecutor of the
western city of Kermanshah, as
saying the court and the convict-
ed man’s lawyers and relatives had

failed to convince the victim’s
family to abstain from qisas — an
act under Islamic penal code that
calls for similar punishment, or
an “eye for an eye” — and effec-
tively pardon his killer.
The victim’s name was not pro-
vided.
According to the report,
Ghahramani attacked the victim
outside a gym in Kermanshah in
2022 and stabbed the man sev-
eral times following a dispute
over money he had loaned the
victim.
Jewish citizens are a small
minority in the country of 85
million. In 1999, Iran arrested
13 Jewish citizens, accusing
them of spying for Israel and
sentenced several to up to four
years in prison. 
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Acourt in Pakistan on Monday witnessed emotional scenes
when jailed former premier Imran Khan’s wife Bushra Bibi

burst into tears, expressing her utter helplessness against the inef-
ficient justice system and her husband’s “unjust sentencing”. 
The former first lady appeared before Islamabad District
Magistrate Afzal Majoka’s court to acquire bail for her husband
in six cases and herself in another case, registered at Tarnol,
Karachi Company, Ramna, Secretariat and Kohsar police stations.
During the hearing held at the Adiala Jail in Rawalpindi, Khan
was not produced in the court. He was also not allowed to appear
through a video link.
When Bushra took to the rostrum to speak, she became emo-
tional. 
“I have been facing injustice by those responsible for serving jus-
tice for the past nine months. I and the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
founder were unjustly sentenced,” she said.
“There is no justice. I haven’t come to seek justice,” she sobbed,
and even blamed lawyers, saying all lawyers, including the one
representing her, “only waste the time”.
“The person inside [the prison], isn’t he a human? Doesn’t any
judge see this,” she said, adding that she would not come to this
court again, where “there is no justice”.
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India's manufacturing
sector growth recovered

from September's eight-
month low to 57.5 in October
fuelled by faster increases in
total new orders and
international sales, a monthly
survey said on Monday.
The seasonally adjusted
HSBC India Manufacturing
Purchasing Managers' Index
(PMI) rose from September's
eight-month low of 56.5 to
57.5 in October, indicating a
substantial and accelerated
improvement in operating
conditions.

In PMI parlance, a print
above 50 means expansion,
while a score below 50
denotes contraction.
"India's headline
manufacturing PMI picked
up substantially in October as
the economy's operating
conditions continue to
broadly improve. Rapidly
expanding new orders and
international sales reflect
strong demand growth for
India's manufacturing
sector," Pranjul Bhandari,
Chief India Economist at
HSBC, said.
The upturn in performance
was boosted by stronger

demand for Indian goods.
Moreover, the introduction of
new products and successful
marketing initiatives helped
enhance sales performance.
New export orders also
exhibited stronger growth,
following the weakest uptick
in a year-and-a-half during
September. Panel members
reported gains in new
contracts from Asia, Europe,
Latin America and the US.
On the prices front, the
October data signalled
stronger inflationary
pressures across India's
manufacturing sector.
Goods producers were also

more willing to take on
additional staff, which
coupled with rising material
costs, added to business
expenses. Both input prices
and selling charges increased
at stronger rates.
"Input and output prices are
both increasing as a result of
persistent inflationary
pressures in materials, labour
and transportation costs,"
Bhandari added.
On the employment front,
not only did manufacturers
hire extra staff at the start of
the third fiscal quarter, but
also to a greater degree than
in September. Around one in
ten panellists reported an
increase in employment,
while 1 per cent shed jobs.
Going ahead, Indian
manufacturers became more
optimistic regarding future
output volumes.
"To start the third fiscal
quarter, business confidence
is also very high due to
expectations of continued
strong consumer demand,
new product releases and
sales pending approval,"
Bhandari said.
The HSBC India
Manufacturing PMI is
compiled by S&P Global
from responses to
questionnaires sent to
purchasing managers in a
panel of around 400
manufacturers.
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Union Minister Pralhad
Joshi on Monday said

India has been re-elected as
the President of Indian Solar
Alliance (ISA) from 2024 to
2026.
Addressing the press
conference at 7th General
Assembly of the ISA, Joshi
informed that France has
been reelected as Vice-
President of the ISA.
India's election to the
President post is a testament
to the impactful work the
country, under the leadership
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, has been doing over
the years for the global good
in advancing solar energy
adoption across the globe
and boosting investment in
essential solar projects,
including mini-grids and
healthcare solutions, Joshi
opined.
Eight Vice Presidents of the
Standing Committee, two
from each of the four ISA
geographical regions, were
also selected by the
Assembly.
From the Africa Region,
Ghana and Seychelles have
been selected as the Vice
Presidents, while South
Sudan and the Comoros will
support the Vice Presidents
as Vice-Chairs of Africa.
From the Asia and the Pacific
Region, Australia and Sri

Lanka have been selected as
Vice Presidents, with the
United Arab Emirates and
Papua New Guinea as the
Vice-Chairs, he informed.
Germany and Italy have been
selected as Vice Presidents
from the Europe and the
Others Region, along with
Greece and Norway as Vice-
Chair. Leading the Regional
Committee of the Latin
America and the Caribbean
region will be Grenada and
Suriname, Jamaica and Haiti
as Vice-Chairs, he said.
ISA Member Countries have
also selected the third
Director General of the
Alliance. Ashish Khanna is
the Director General
Designate and will assume
office in March 2025, when
the tenure of the incumbent
Director General, Ajay

Mathur, comes to a close, he
informed.
ISA initiated Demonstration
Projects in 2020 to meet the
needs of Least Developed
Countries (LDCs) and Small
Island Development States
(SIDS).
The aim was to exhibit solar
technology applications that
can be scaled up and build
the capacity of member
countries to replicate these
solar-powered solutions.
Joshi noted that 11 of these
projects were dedicated to
the people of the respective
countries: Bhutan, Burkina
Faso, Cambodia, Cuba,
Djibouti, Ethiopia,
Mauritius, Samoa, Senegal,
The Gambia, and Tonga.
ISA remains committed to
supporting governments in
their efforts to scale up solar

energy projects and improve
the lives of their people, he
stated.
An important topic of
discussion will be the
guidelines for the Viability
Gap Funding (VGF) Scheme,
which provides for 10 per
cent to 35 per cent of the
total solar project cost to be
given as a grant for
developing solar projects in
LDCs and SIDS identified by
the countries themselves,
provided 90 per cent of the
project cost is locked in, he
said.
The ISA Assembly will also
consider a proposal for
promotion of greater
involvement of women in
ISA's initiatives, programs,
and support activities,
wherever feasible, across
member countries, he said.
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Demand for air purifiers has
witnessed a surge as air

quality, especially in Delhi-NCR,
dropped to hazardous levels,
according to manufacturers of
the product.
Companies, including Kent RO
Systems, Xiaomi, and LG
Electronics India, said in the
festive season, air purifiers sales
grew up to 50 per cent as the Air
Quality Index (AQI) of Delhi
and the adjoining moved
towards an alarming level.
Like the previous year, the
appliance makers have witnessed
growth in the last 2-3 weeks in
sales and enquiries for air-
purifiers and expect a further
uptick with the increase in the
AQI index in the coming weeks.
Air purifier is a very small
segment of the appliances market
and its sales generally peaks in
October and November, when
the pollution level in North
India, particularly Delhi NCR,
and some other parts worsens
due to stubble burning and
Diwali celebrations.
LG Electronics India Senior VP-
Home Appliances Sanjay

Chitkara said: ”As Delhi battles
one of its worst pollution seasons
yet, suddenly the demand for air
purifiers has surged in Delhi
NCR”.
The city's AQI has crossed
hazardous levels, with pollutants
that are much smaller than the
common PM2.5 particles,
making them extremely
dangerous and hard to filter out,
he said.
Kent RO Systems CMD Mahesh
Gupta said sales of air purifiers
and filters witnessed a significant
surge during the winter months
in India, coinciding with the
deterioration in air quality. 
The alarming levels of pollution,
especially in the northern
regions, create a sense of urgency
among consumers to protect
their health, he said 
"During the festive season, we
observe a noticeable increase in
sales of about 20- 25 per cent as
consumers become more
conscious of indoor air quality
and their overall well-being," he
said.
Xiaomi said amid rising
pollution levels, particularly in
the North region, there has been
a noticeable shift in consumer

behaviour, with a growing focus
on health and cleaner indoor
environments. 
"This has driven a sharp rise in
Xiaomi's air purifier & air

purifier filter sales, with numbers
climbing over 50 per cent higher
than usual in the past month,"
said a Xiaomi spokesperson.
According to a report from EMR,

the India air purifier market size
attained a value of Rs 777.75
crore in 2023. The market is
expected to grow at a CAGR of
16.30 per cent between 2024 and

2032, it said.
Some of the makers such as
Panasonic and Daikin have
either scaled down their presence
in the segment or have exited due
to below-expectation growth and
seasonal sales.
British tech firm Dyson, a global
market leader in the premium
range of air purifiers said, "With
the continued spike in pollution,
it's important for people to take
proactive measures to protect
their family members from the
harmful effects of smog and
pollutants. To safeguard
themselves from the AQI
outside, many restrict their
movement and prefer to stay
indoors." 
Last month, Consumer Affairs
Minister Pralhad Joshi had
criticised air purifier
manufacturers for making false
claims about their products, and
called for increased consumer
awareness ahead of winter when
air pollution worsens in Delhi
due to crop stubble burning in
neighbouring states.
He had expressed concern over
misleading marketing tactics
adopted by some air purifier
companies. 
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Haier Group, a leading
Chinese appliances

manufacturer, has plans to
set up a joint venture with
India's JSW Group
envisaging a proposed
investment of Rs 1,000 crore,
sources said.
The proposal of Shandong-
based Haier Group has been
submitted to the government
as it attracts Press Note 3 of
2020, under which all firms
in countries that share land
borders with India need
mandatory government
approval.
The source said the proposal
was put up before the
committee that scrutinises
such applications. There is an
inter-ministerial committee
headed by the Home
Secretary to consider
applications under the press
note.
Countries which share land
borders with India are China,
Bangladesh, Pakistan,
Bhutan, Nepal, Myanmar
and Afghanistan.
An email query sent to both
companies remained
unanswered.
Last year in November, the
USD 24-billion JSW Group
signed a JV with China's auto
major SAIC Motor to acquire
a 35 per cent stake in MG
Motor India.
The JV was named JSW MG
Motor India Private Ltd.
Around 51 per cent of the
company's shares are with
Indian entities, including
JSW, which has a 35 per cent
stake.

Haier Group is operating
here through its subsidiary
Haier Appliances India,
which was established in
2003. 
Headquartered in Greater
Noida, the India unit is a
subsidiary of Haier
Singapore Investment
Holding Pte.
It is one of the leading brands
in the home appliances and
consumer electronics market
and operates two
manufacturing units - Pune,
Maharashtra and Greater
Noida, Uttar Pradesh.
Haier, which has over Rs
8,000 crore business in India,
is constantly expanding its
manufacturing capacity to
meet the growing demand
for appliances from rural and
smaller towns and the Indian

middle class from urban
markets with its affordable
options. 
India is the third largest
market for Haier Group
globally after China and the
US, where it has invested Rs
3,500 crore so far.
It has a consolidated
manufacturing capacity to
roll out 9 million units
annually combined from
both plants.
Earlier this year, Haier, which
competes in the Indian
market with brands such as
Samsung, Panasonic,
Whirlpool of India, and
Bosch besides some
homegrown manufacturers
such as Godrej Appliances,
Bajaj Electricals, Voltas etc,
said it has lined up a "huge
expansion plan".
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State-owned CIL's priorities
should be to ramp up

production of coal and scale
up supplies to reduce imports,
Union Minister G Kishan
Reddy has said.
Coal India Ltd (CIL) accounts
for over 80 per cent of
domestic coal output.
Speaking at CIL's 50th
Foundation Day on Sunday,
the minister stressed upon the
importance of miners' welfare
and the rehabilitation of
communities affected by
mine closures.
"Contractual workers play a
significant role in Coal India's
output, and I applaud the
management's decision to
implement Performance
Linked Incentives for them,
effective FY 2023-24," he was
quoted as saying in a coal
ministry statement.
The launch of commercial
coal mining has led to
transparency, ease of doing
business and investment
opportunities, helping open
the coal sector.
Exuding confidence in CIL,
he stated that the company
has the competency and
commitment to compete in
the current open market
scenario.

While coal will remain a
central component of the
country's energy landscape
for the coming decades, India
is also heavily investing in
renewable energy and
addressing climate change,
the coal minister explained.
He commended CIL's
diversification efforts,
including setting up of a
thermal power plant and
foraying into critical mineral
acquisition.
"In the Viksit Bharat
initiative, Coal India has a
vital role to play and it needs
to shoulder this
responsibility," he
emphasised.
Coal Secretary Vikram Dev
Dutt highlighted that CIL
provides coal to Indian
consumers at competitive
rates compared to imported
coal.
He added that coal stocks at
power plants reached 31.6
MT as on October 28, 2024,
as compared to 18.8 MT a
year ago. This growth of 68
per cent is largely attributed
to the contribution of CIL.
Coal India, he said, should
recalibrate its processes,
operational and cost
efficiency in accordance to
the changing business
dynamics.
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President Droupadi
Murmu on Monday said

women are playing a key role
in various operational and
technical areas in the
country's civil aviation
sector.
Interacting with a group of
women achievers in the
Indian aviation sector at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan here, she
emphasised that along with
increasing the participation
of women in the aviation
industry, equal opportunities
moving forward in this field
are also necessary, an official
statement said.
Murmu said apart from
education and proper
training, the support of
family members is also
important, it said.
"It is often seen that many
women are not able to fulfil
their dreams even after
receiving higher education
due to a lack of support from
the family," the president was
quoted as having said in the
statement issued by her
office.
She urged the women
achievers to become guides
for other women and
encourage them to choose

their careers and realise their
dreams, the statement said.
According to the president,
women are playing a key role
in various operational and
technical areas in India's civil
aviation sector.
The meeting took place
under the 'President with the
People' initiative which aims
to establish a deeper connect
with people and recognise
their contributions, the
statement said.
Murmu said, "Fifteen per
cent of Air Traffic
Controllers are women, 11
per cent of flight dispatchers
are women, and 9 per cent of
aerospace engineers are
women".
She also noted that 18 per
cent of pilots who received
commercial licenses last year
were women.
The president appreciated all
women achievers who think
innovatively and dare to
tread new paths.
She said that the inclusive
efforts of the government
have given a boost to the
progress of women in the
civil aviation sector.
"More and more women are
now choosing aviation as
their career," the president
said.
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In the presence of Finance
Minister Shri OP

Choudhary, a Memorandum
of Agreement of Rs 42.56
crore was signed between
Raigarh Municipal
Corporation and NTPC for
the construction of Nalanda
campus in Raigarh. Finance
Minister Shri OP Choudhary
said that this Nalanda
campus will prove to be a
milestone in the
development of our new
generation and making
Raigarh an education hub.
Finance Minister Shri OP
Choudhary said that it is the
dream of all of us to take
Raigarh to new heights of
development. In which the
coming generation will
actively contribute and
Nalanda campus will work to
prepare a strong foundation
for it. Nalanda campus will
be built with the cooperation
of NTPC. The tender for this
has been approved.
Emphasizing on the creation
of a knowledge-based
society, he said that the
coming time will be based on
knowledge. India has become
an economy of 3 thousand
700 billion dollars in 2024
from 266 billion dollars in
1991. 
Its size will increase even
faster in the future. Everyone
in the country benefits from
the strengthening of the
economy, but those who
prepare themselves by
acquiring knowledge over
time, get more benefit from
it.
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I, Sachin S/o Sh. 

Dharamvir Bansal R/o House 

No. 2614, Near Gobind Palace, 

Sector-14, Part-II, Hisar-

125001 declare that I have 

changed my name from Sachin 

to Sachin Bansal for all future 

purpose.  

I, Chahat W/o Sh. Sachin 

Bansal R/o House No. 213, 

New Anaj Mandi, Hisar-125001 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Chahat to Chahat 

Bansal for all future purpose.  

I, Akshaydhan Chauhan 

Son of Late Shyamraj Singh 

Chauhan, Army No. 

15822465N, Rank HAV R/o 

House No. 41, Near Sarkari 

School, Methwas Nagda, 

Ujjain, Birlagram Nagda, 

Madhya Pradesh-456331 at 

present Hisar Cantt. Hisar 

Haryana have changed the 

name and date of birth of my 

mother in army record from 

Chamela Devi Chauhan (DOB 

06-10-1952) to Chamela Devi 

(DOB 01-01-1955) vide affidavit 

dated 04-11-2024 before 

Notary Public, Hisar. 

I Usha Mourya Alias Usha 

Maurya W/o Surinder Kumar 

Mourya, # 2329/1, Sector 45-C, 

Chandigarh declare that both 

above names are mine and of 

one same person. 

I Seema Mourya Alias 

Seema Devi W/o Sarwan 

Kumar Mourya, # 2329/1, 

Sector 45-C, Chandigarh 

declare that both above names 

are mine and of one same 

person. 

I, Rekha Rani W/O 

Gagandeep R/O # 138, New 

Partap Nagar, Sangrur, Punjab-

148001 have changed my 

name to Heena Rani. 

I, Priyanka Chopra W/O 

Dinesh Chopra R/O H No-17, 

Dilbagh Nagar Extension, 

Grover Colony, Jalandhar, 

Punjab-144002 declare that 

name of mine is wrongly written 

as Priyanka in my minor son 

Bhavya Chopra aged 16 years 

in his School Records. Actual 

name of mine is Priyanka 

Chopra. 

I, Divender Sachdeva S/o 

Sh. Luxmi Narain R.o 

H.No.920/7 Rajan Street, Bara 

Bazar Rohtak declare  That I 

have changed my name from 

Divender Sachdeva to 

Devender Kumar in future I will 

be for all purposes. called by 

the Devender Kumar 

I, Nikhil Rai Narang S/o 

Sh. Gulshan Rai Narang R/o 

1077/19 Green Road Shakti 

Nagar Rohak declare That 

Advik Narang is my real son 

That I Want to change my Son 

name Advik Narang to Aadvik 

Narang in future my son will be 

called and known by the name 

of Aadvik Narang for all 

purpose. 

I, Gur Parshad Khurana 

S/o Daya Nand R/o House No. 

656, Sector 20, HUDA, Kaithal, 

Distt. Kaithal (Haryana) 

declares that I have changed 

my name from Gur Parshad to 

Gur Parshad Khurana. In 

future, I will be known by the 

name of Gur Parshad Khurana. 

All concerned please note. 

I, Parul D/o Surender 

Goyal R/o 46/29 Near Bhaman 

Wali Gali Kayasthan Hisar, Distt 

Hisar, have change my name 

Parul to Parul Goyal. 

I, Raghuvir Singh S/o 

Gian Singh, R/o H.No-205, 

Ward No-12, Mohalla Preet 

Nagar Pathankot-145001, 

Have Changed My Name From 

Raghuvir Singh to Raghubir 

Singh, Kindly Note.  

I, Beant Singh S/o 

Davinder Singh, R/o H.No-205, 

Ward No-12, Mohalla Preet 

Nagar, Pathankot, Tehsil & 

District Pathankot, Have 

Changed My Minor Daughter 

Name From Annael to Annael 

Bharj, Kindly Note.  

I, Shristhi  d/o Sh. Arun 

Kumar, r/o G167/E, 1st Floor, 

Dilshad Colony, Delhi-110095 

declare that i have change my 

name from Shristhi to Shristhi 

Garg for all purposes.  In future 

known me as Shristhi Garg. 

I Dinesh Kumar 

Chaudhary  s/o Shankar Dass  

R/o  House No. 386 HL, Phase 

9, Sector 63, SAS Nagar I have 

change my name from Dinesh 

Kumar Chaudhary To Dinesh 

Kumar 

I Priyansh s/o Samir Malik 

House No. 734-B  Sector 65 

SAS Nagar, Punjab, have 

changed my name from 

Priyansh to Priyansh Malik 

I Deepika D/o Krishan 

Kumar r/o H. No. 9827, 

Dashmesh Nagar, Street no. 9, 

Sri Muktsar Sahib, Have 

Changed my Name after 

marriage to Deepika Garg w/o 

Deepak Kumar All concern note 

it 

I Satish Kumar S/o Jagna 

Ram R/o House no 1092-B 

Gandhi colony Rajpura Teh 

Rajpura District Patiala, have 

changed my daughter name 

from Hardika to Hardika 

Gudwani. 

I, Muskan Bansal W/o Sh. 

Kanav Singla R/o House 

No.124, Sector-4 D, Mandi 

Gobindgarh, Distt. Fatehgarh 

Sahib (Punjab), have changed 

my name from Muskan  Bansal 

to Muskan  Singla. 

I Kamaldeep Singh S/o 

Satpal Singh R/o H.no 1494 

Second floor elite homes TDI 

city, Sector 110, 111 Bhago 

Majra SAS nagar Mohali, 

declared that I have changed 

my name from Kamaldeep 

Dhillon to  Kamaldeep singh 

I, Himani d/o Phool Singh 

r/o House no.130 Gali no.1, 

Shanti Nagar, Karnal (Haryana) 

have changed my name from 

Himani to Himani Singh. In 

future I should be known as 

Himani Singh. 

I, Rimpy Devi d/o Shri 

Ram & w/o Pawan Kumar r/o 

#282/2, Ward No.8, Main 

Bazar, Shahabad Markanda, 

Distt. Kurukshetra have 

changed my name as Rimpy 

w/o Pawan Kumar. In future I 

should be known as Rimpy w/o 

Pawan Kumar. 

I, Gurvinder Singh S/o 

Joginder Singh, R/o VPO 

Hassanpur, Tehsil Thanesar, 

Distt. Kurukshetra have 

changed my name from 

Gurvinder Singh to Gurvinder 

Given Name and Singh 

Surname. 

I, Rajinder Mahajan S/o  

Late Sh Saran Das Mahajan 

R/o 55, Azad nagar, Balongi,  

Distt Mohali  declare that 

Rajinder kumar and Rajinder 

Mahajan  both names are of 

one and the same person. 

I, Army No. 10228663H 

Rank NK Name Kamlesh 

Kumar Gurjar Son of Sh. Murari 

Lal Gurjar, R/o Village & PO 

Gadrata, Sub District Khetri, 

District Jhunjhunun, State 

Rajasthan Pin Code 333 501 I 

presently serving in 118 INF BN 

(TA) GRENADIERS. My wife 

namely Leela Devi (old name) 

is wrongly recorded in my 

service document. My wife 

correct and true name is Leela 

Kumari (New Name) and 

should be recorded in my 

service document. Con- cerned 

people take the note of it. 

I, Nishant S/o virender 

Kumar R/o village badauli post 

office Ganjbad ,dist. Panipat 

declared that I want to changed 

my father's name from virender 

to Virender Kumar in my 10th 

and 12th class marksheet. 

I, Jagdish Parsad S/o Sh. 

Madan Lal Jain R/o H. No 60/4, 

Jain Mohalla, Paras Nath 

Road, Panipat, have changed 

my name from Jagdish Parsad 

to Jagdish Kumar Jain for all 

future purposes. 

I, Rajesh Kumar S/o Sh. 

Sunhera R/o Vill. Barana Tehsil 

& Distt Panipat. in my Son's 

Lakshay 10th Class Marksheet 

my name mention as Rajesh. 

but my actual name is Rajesh 

Kumar. Kindly change my 

name from Rajesh to Rajesh 

Kumar in my Son's Lakshay 

10th class marksheet. 

I, Yashvi Sharma D/o Anil 

Kumar R/o H.No.673, Chiripal 

Gali, Near Kirori Mal Mandir, 

Bhiwani have changed my 

name from Yashvi D/o Anil To 

Yashvi Sharma D/o Anil Kumar 

for all future purposes. 

I, Baljit Kaur W/o Dalvir 

Singh R/o Ward No. 04, VPO. 

Miani, Tehsil Dasuya, Distt. 

Hoshiarpur, Punjab have 

changed my name from Baljit 

Kaur to Kaur Baljit. 

I, Satbir Kaur W/o 

Joginder Singh R/o Village 

Alawal Isa, Tehsil Dasuya, 

Distt. Hoshiarpur, Punjab have 

changed my name from Satvir 

Kaur to Satbir Kaur. 

I, Mosam W/o Deepak R/o 

VPO Siswala, PO Rawalwas 

Khurd, Hisar-125001, Haryana 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Mausam to  Mosam  

for all future purpose.  

I, Reetu W/o Manjeet 

Kumar R/o Ward No. 12, Near 

C.H.C., Pasa Colony, Barwala 

(Rural) (128), PO Barwala, 

Distt. Hisar, Haryana-125121 

declare that I have changed my 

name from  Reetu  to  Reetu 

Raj  for all future purpose.  

I, Pulkit S/o Balbir Singh 

R/o VPO Mayyer, Hisar Distt. 

Hisar Haryana 125044 declare 

that I have changed my name 

from Pulkit to  Pulkit Saini for all 

future purpose.  

I, Rohit Singh S/O 

Sh.Jasbir Singh Village 

Hemamajra Post Office 

Mullana Tehsil Barara 

Distt.Ambala . I Have Changed 

My Name Rohit To Rohit Singh. 

Concerned Note. 

I, Rathod Sambhaji 

Uddhao Resident Of Vill & Post 

Office- Shirapur, Tehsil- 

Pathardi, Distt- Ahmadnagar, 

State- Maharashtra, Pin- 

414106 Have Changed My Son 

Name From Sai To Rathod Sai 

Sambhaji, Vide Affidavit Dated 

04-11-2024 Before Ambala 

Cantt. 

I, Vaishali Spouse Of 

Rathod Sambhaji Uddhao 

Resident Of Vill & Post Office- 

Shirapur, Tehsil- Pathardi, Distt- 

Ahmadnagar, State- 

Maharashtra, Pin- 414106 

Have Changed My Name From 

Vaishali To Rathod Vaishali 

Sambhaji, Vide Affidavit Dated 

04-11-2024 Before Ambala 

Cantt 

I, Rajubai Mother Of Name 

Shinde Yogesh Narayan 

Presently Residing At Vill & Po 

Sukta Tehsil-Bhoom, Distt-

Osmanabad, State- 

Maharashtra, Pin-413504 Have 

Changed My Name From 

Rajubai To Rajubai Narayan 

Shinde Vide Affidavit Dated 04-

11-2024 Before Ambala Cantt 

I, Shinde Narayan Father 

Of Name Shinde Yogesh 

Narayan Presently Residing At 

Vill & Po Sukta, Tehsil-Bhoom, 

Distt-Osmanabad, State- 

Maharashtra, Pin-413504 Have 

Changed My Name From 

Shinde Narayan To Narayan 

Shripati Shinde Vide Affidavit 

Dated 04-11-2024 Before 

Ambala Cantt 

I Service No 15775419L 

Rank Hav(Ds) B Ranga Swamy 

Of Unit 105 Ad Regt C/O 56 

Apo, R/O 8-11-1, Lbs Nagar, 

Rcm Church, Back Side 

Cumbum, Distt- Prakasam, 

State- A.P., Pin- 523333 Have 

Changed My Wife Name From 

Sridevi To Battagiri Sridevi Vide 

Affidavit Dated 04-11-2024 

Before Ambala Cantt 

I Parwinder Kaur M/O 

Service No.18001954m Rank 

Nk Name Manwinder Singh 

R/O Tehsil Bassi Pathana, 

Village Mandlan, Wazidpur, 

Fatehgarh, Punjab 

140412.Have Changed My Dob 

From 04.09.1964 To 

09.04.1964. 

I Ashwani Kumar S/o 

Murari Lal R/o 107, B.C Bazar, 

Ambala Cantt.have changed 

my Name from Ashwani Kumar 

To Ashwani Kumar Srivastava. 

I Ranjit Kaur M/o Service 

No. JC 345087X Rank Nb/Sub 

Name Jatinder Singh R/o Near 

Gurudwara Sahib, Village Derri 

Drari, SAS Nagar (Mohali), 

Punjab 140306.have changed 

my DOB from 03.06.1961 To 

20.01.1963. 

I Ramesh Kumar Kapoor 

S/o Prithvi Chand Kapoor R/o 

3B,Preet Nagar, Ambala 

Cantt.have changed my Name 

from Ramesh Kapoor To 

Ramesh Kumar Kapoor. 

I Sapna Dixit W/o Service 

No. 9106520K Rank Hav Name 

Ashutosh Dixit of Unit RC 

ECHS Jammu & R/o Vill bilhari, 

Kakar, Ghata, Hardoi, Uttar 

Pradesh 241124.Have 

Changed my DOB from 

01.July.1986 To 10.July.1986. 

I Amit S/o Bal Mukund R/o 

1431,Lov Kush Nagar, Babyal, 

Ambala Cantt.have changed 

my Name from Amit Kumar To 

Amit. 

I, Vikas S/O Sh. Baljeet 

R/O Village Dharouli, Tehsil 

Safidon. Distt. Jind (Haryana) 

Have Declared That Changed 

My Name From Vikash To Vikas 

Sharma. In Future All Purposes. 

I Kiran Gupta W/O Naresh 

Kumar Bansal R/O Labhu Ram 

Street, Kotkapura (Faridkot) 

Have Changed My Name After 

Marriage Kiran Bansal. 

I Sonia Kumari W/O 

Virender Paul R/O House No. 

1476, Saini Vihar, Phase 3, 

Baltana, Zirakpur, Sas Nagar 

Mohali Punjab Have Changed 

My Name From Sonia Kumari 

To Sonia Paul. 

I, hitherto Known as 

Ramandeep Kaur Wife of 

Gurdev Singh residing at 

H.No.1167, Mohalla Zaildara 

Kalanaur PO Kalanaur District 

Gurdaspur-143512 Punjab 

have changed my name and 

Shall hereafter be known as 

Jasbir Kaur. 

I, Simarjeet Singh Son of 

Gurdeep Singh residing at 

H.No.309-A, Lane No.11, Guru 

Amar Das Avenue, Airport Road 

District Amritsar-143001 Punjab 

have changed the name of my 

minor Daughter Sargam Aged 

15 Years and She Shall 

hereafter be known as Sargam 

Kaur 

I, hitherto known as Gurmit 

Kaur Wife of Salwinder Singh 

residing at Vadda Gurdwara, 

Pheruman District Amritsar-

143112 Punjab have changed 

my name and Shall hereafter be 

known as Harbhajan Kaur 

I, hitherto Known as Sunita 

Kaur Wife of Ram Singh 

residing at Village Sekhwan PO 

Talwandi Bhai Tehsil Zira 

District Ferozepur-142050 

Punjab have changed my name 

and Shall hereafter be known 

as Seeta Kaur. 

I, Shanker Sukhdev Singh 

Vadhan S/o Angrej Singh R/o 

H.No.41, Sher Shah Suri Road, 

Guru Hargobind Avenue, 

Chheharta Amritsar have 

changed my name from 

Shanker Sukhdev Singh 

Vadhan to Shanker Sukhdev 

Singh 

I, Kuljeet Kaur Vahdan 

W/o Shanker Sukhdev Singh 

R/o H.No.41, Sher Shah Suri 

Road, Guru Hargobind Avenue, 

Chheharta Amritsar have 

changed my name from Kuljeet 

Kaur Vadhan to Kuljeet Kaur 

I, hitherto known as 

Sukhdev Singh son of Sukhbir 

Singh residing at Sukhbir Floar 

Mill, Azad Road, Azad Nagar, 

Chheharta, District Amritsar-

143105 Punjab have changed 

my name and Shall hereafter 

be known as Sukhdev Mehra. 

I, Amandeep Singh S/o 

Manjeet Singh R/o VPO Madu 

Chhanga Tehsil Ajnala District 

Amritsar have declare that 

Amandeep is my Given name 

and Singh is my Surname 

I, Subhash Komal 

Spouse of No.14941194P Sep 

Bhor Subhash Bapu R/o 

Khadakwadi Vtc/Po Bhorwadi, 

District Ahmadnagar State 

Maharashtra-414005 now at 

15 Mech Inf C/o 56 Apo have 

changed my name from 

Subhash Komal to Komal 

Subhash Bhor and Date of 

Birth from 15.01.1997 to 

15.05.1997 Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB76052419892889W 

Dt.04.11.2024 before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Amarjit Kaur Mother of 

No.2495717K Cmh 

Lakhwinder Singh R/o 9 

Punjab C/o 56 Apo have 

changed my name from 

Amarjit Kaur to Amarjeet Kaur 

Vide Affidavit No.IN-

PB76051222364572W 

Dt.04.11.2024 before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Mukhtyar Singh father 

of No. 2495717K Cmh 

Lakhwinder Singh R/o 9 

Punjab C/o 56 Apo have 

changed my name from 

Mukhtyar Singh to Mukhtiar 

Singh Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB76047685192888W 

Dt.04.11.2024 before notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Gurwinder Sandhu W/o 

Mandeep Singh R/o 124, 100 

Feet Road, East Mohan Nagar, 

Industrial Area Amritsar have 

changed my name from 

Gurwinder Sandhu to 

Gurwinder Kaur 

I, Manpreet Singh S/o 

Gurmukh Singh R/o H.No.146 

Village Bhangwan Amritsar 

have declare that Manpreet is 

my Surname and Singh is my 

Surname 

I, Meenakshi W/o 

Sandeep Kumar Dhiman R/o 

289, Basant Avenue, Amritsar 

have changed my name from 

Meenakshi to Minakshi 

Dhiman. 

I, Rachhpal singh S/o 

Gurdev singh R/o Pind 

Khurmania, PO Khasa, 

Amritsar have changed my 

name from Rachhpal Singh to 

Rashpal Singh 

I, Manoj Kumar S/o Lekh 

Raj R/o H.No.110, Dr. Het 

Ram Colony Ward No.36, 

Chowk Naraingarh, 

Chheharta, Amritsar have 

changed my name from Manoj 

Kumar to Manoj Kumar Miglani 

I, Parmjit Kaur Malhi W/o 

Balwinder Singh Malhi Ward 

No 54 House No 11 Mohini 

Park Opp Khalsa College 

Amritsar have changed my 

name from Parmjit Kaur Malhi 

to Paramjit Kaur 

I, Balwinder Kaur Mother 

of No.-14933786K Rank HAV 

Name Jagjit Singh R/o Vill. 

Behlolpur, PO Dera Baba 

Nanak, Teh. Dera Baba 

Nanak, Distt. Gurdaspur, 

Punjab-143604 have changed 

my date of birth in army record 

from 04-07-1959 to 01-01-

1958 vide affidavit dated 

04-11-2024 before Session 

Court Hisar. 

I, Baljinder Singh Father 

of No-14933786K Rank HAV 

Name Jagjit Singh R/o Vill. 

Behlolpur, PO Dera Baba 

Nanak, Teh. Dera Baba 

Nanak, Distt. Gurdaspur, 

Punjab-143604 have changed 

my date of birth in army record 

from 04-07-1957 to 13-08-

1949 vide affidavit dated 

04-11-2024 before Session 

Court Hisar. 

I, Simran Singh  S/o 

Surinder Singh  R/o.H.No.313, 

Gali No.11, Guru Har Rai 

Avenue Majitha Road, 

Amritsar have Changed my 

name from Simran Singh 

Randhawa  to Simran Singh 

I, am Darshan kour  W/o 

Kirpal Singh   R/o 

H.No.50/122, Basant Nagar 

Near Model Town, Batala, 

Dist.Gurdaspur Punjab have 

changed my name to Darshan 

Kaur. 

I, Subhash Malik S/o 

Jaipal R/o Village Sarsa Tehsil 

Pehowa District Kurukshetra, 

have changed my name from 

Subhash Malik to Malik 

(Surname) and Subhash 

(given name). 

I, Kamaldeep Kaur Somal 

W/o Gurdeep Singh Somal R/o 

H.No. 37F, Partap Nagar, Distt. 

Patiala (Punjab) have changed 

my name from Kamal Deep 

Kaur to Kamaldeep Kaur 

Somal. 

I Gurpeet Singh S/o 

Gurdeep Singh R/o #198 

Gurdeep Colony backside 

Thapar University Patiala have 

changed my name from 

Gurpreet Singh Atwal to 

Gurpreet Singh. 

I, Ravinder Pal Chawla 

s/O late Sh Manohar lal chawla 

r/o H No 16T, Sec 2, Rohtak 

have changed my name to 

Ravinder Pal for all documents 

and future purposes. 

I, Sumit S/o No. 

14471651K, Ex Naik Virander 

Singh R/o VPO - Nuran Khera, 

Teh. - Gohana,   District - 

Sonipat (Haryana) have 

changed my name from Sumit 

Kumar to Sumit vide affidavit 

dated 04 Nov 2024 before 

Sonipat (Haryana) Court. In 

future I should be known as 

only Sumit. 

I, Sunil Kumar S/o No. 

15372649A, Ex Hav (Late) Sat 

Narayan R/o H No. - 92, Ward 

No. - 20, Village - Kabirpur, 

Teh. & District - Sonipat 

(Haryana) have changed my 

name from Sunil Kumar 

Duggal to Sunil Kumar vide 

affidavit dated 04 Nov 2024 

before Sonipat (Haryana) 

Court. In future I should be 

known as only Sunil Kumar. 

I, Ramesh Kumar 

Chhirang S/o Om Parkash R/o 

H. No. 221, VPO Chamar 

Khera, Teh. Uklana Mandi, 

Distt. Hisar-125113, Haryana 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Ramesh Kumar  

Chhirang to  Ramesh Kumar 

for all future purpose.  

I, Manju Rani Chhirang 

W/o Ramesh kumar R/o H. No. 

221, VPO Chamar Khera, Teh. 

Uklana Mandi, Distt. Hisar-

125113, Haryana declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Manju Rani Chhirang  to  

Manju Rani  for all future 

purpose.  

I, Om Parkash Chhirang 

S/o Shyolal R/o H. No. 221, 

VPO Chamar Khera, Teh. 

Uklana Mandi, Distt. Hisar-

125113, Haryana declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Om Parkash  Chhirang  to  Om 

Parkash for all future purpose.  

I, Chhani Devi Chhirang 

W/o Om Parkash R/o H. No. 

221, VPO Chamar Khera, Teh. 

Uklana Mandi, Distt. Hisar-

125113, Haryana declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Chhani Devi Chhirang  to  

Chhano Devi  for all future 

purpose.  

I, Joginder s/o Rajender 

Singh VPO Gopalpur, 

Kharkhuda, Distt. Sonipat have 

changed my name to Jogender 

for all future purposes. 

I, Angoori Devi W/o 

Amarjit Singh Vill.Bakhli, 

Pehowa, Kurukshetra have 

changed my name Angoori 

Devi to Anguri Devi 

I, Karambir Singh S/o 

Mange Ram  Vill.Dhudhla, 

Kurukshetra have changed my 

Minor Son Name Yash to Yash 

Kumar. 

I, Vikram S/O Ashok 

Kumar R/O H.No.111/1, Arya 

Nagar, Jail Road Gurdaspur. 

Tehsil And District Gurdaspur-

143521, Punjab. Declare That 

My Formal Name Is Vikram 

And My Surname Is Vikram 

Kumar Concerned Note. 

I, Smt, Sharanjit Kaur Is 

Legally Wedded Spouse Of 

No.1470778a Ex Nk 

Sawinderjit Singh R/O Village 

Sanghera, Po- Dhianpur, 

Tehsil- Batala, Distt- 

Gurdaspur, State- Punjab. 

Have Changed My Name From 

Saranjit Kaur To Sharanjit Kaur. 

I Smt, Namta Bibi W/O 

Rafiq Muhammad R/O Village 

Jamsai(Kals) Ward No. 04, Po 

And Tehsil Sarkaghat Distt 

Mandi State-Himachal 

Pradesh, Have Changed My 

Date Of Birth Is. 31-03-1979 To 

30-10-1979. 

I, Kausalja Behera Mother 

Of No 15792279A Rank Nk 

(Dvrsplveh)  Name Muralidhar 

Behera  Presently Residing At 

Village Narua Samli Baligoradi 

Po. Narua, Tehsil Gop Distt 

Puri State Odisha, Have 

Changed My Name From 

Kausalja Behera To Kaushalya 

Behera Vide Affidavit No In-

Pb76334790787208w Dated 

04-11-2024 Before Notary 

Public Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, No 3998609K Ex Sep 

(MACP Hav) Sunil Katoch 

resident of VPO – Gurah 

Kalan, Tehsil & Distt Pathankot 

(Punjab) have changed  name 

of my father from Raghubir 

Singh to  Raghubir Singh 

Katoch vide IN-

PB76069092805746W Dated 

04-11-2024 before Executive 

Magistrate Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, Surjeet Singh S/O 

Ravel Singh R/O Vill- Raju 

Bela, Dakghar- Chak Sharif, 

Tehsil- Gurdaspur, Distt- 

Gurdaspur, Punjab-143528. 

Have Changed My Name From 

Surjeet Singh To Surjit Singh. 

I, Arnav S/o Amit Bharti 

R/o Flat No. 502-D, Jalandhar 

Heights-1, 66 Feet Road, Vill. 

Pholriwal, Jalandhar, Punjab 

have changed my name from 

Arnav to Arnav Bharti. 

I, Khushi D/o Sagar Mal 

R/o H.No.WL-329, Basti 

Guzan, Jalandhar, Punjab have 

changed my name from Khushi 

to Khushi Bhardwaj. (Bhardwaj 

as surname) 

I, Ashok Puri S/o Laxmi 

Narayan R/o H.No.50, Ashok 

Nagar, Jalandhar, Punjab have 

changed my name from Ashok 

Puri to Ashok Kumar Puri. 

I, Chetki Kathuria W/o 

Gaurav Puri R/o H.No. 50, 

Ashok Nagar, Jalandhar, 

Punjab have changed my 

name from Chetki Kathuria to 

Chetki Puri. (Puri as surname) 

I, Manjinder Singh S/o 

Mehal Singh R/o Village Bijli 

Nangal, Po. Nurpur Lubana, 

Distt. Kapurthala, Punjab have 

changed my name to Given 

name as Manjinder & Surname 

as Singh. 

I, Ashok Kumar S/o 

Karam Chand R/o H.No. ES 

984, Bootan Mandi, Jalandhar 

have changed my name to 

Given name as Ashok & 

Surname as Kumar. 

I, Vansh S/o Amrik Chand 

R/o Village Hardo Farala, Po. 

Raipur, Tehsil and Distt. 

Jalandhar have changed my 

name from Vansh to Vansh 

Kumar. 

I, Rajwant Kaur W/o Late. 

Vajeer Singh R/o VPO. Saido 

Bholana, Kapurthala, Declare 

that my husband was known 

called and distinguished by the 

names Vajeer Singh and Bajeer 

Singh. 

I, Dalvir Kaur W/o Karnail 

Singh R/o Patti Bhagarian, 

VPO. Sarai Khas, Distt. 

Jalandhar, Punjab have 

changed my name from Dalvir 

Kaur to Balbir Kaur Sarai. 

I Arjun S/O Surinder Pal 

R/O Vpo. Palahi, Tehsil 

Phagwara, District Kapurthala 

Have Changed My Name From 

Arjun To Arjun Minhas. 

I Parminder Kaur W/O 

Jagtar Singh R/O New Sabzi 

Mandi, Mandi Road Khalwara 

Gate Phagwara Distt. 

Kapurthala Have Changed My 

Name From Parminder Kaur To 

Pooja. 

I Gobind Singh Athwal 

S/O Bachittar Singh R/O 

Daulatpura Ucha Distt. Moga 

Have Changed My Name To 

Gobind Singh. 

I Mandeep Singh S/O 

Amarjit Singh R/O Vill. 

Rehsiwal, Distt. Hoshiarpur, 

Punjab Declare That My Given 

Name As Mandeep And My 

Surname As Singh. 

I Sukhrajvir Singh S/O 

Charan Singh R/O Vill. Pona 

P.O SRS Nagar Tehsil Jagraon 

Distt. Ludhiana Have Changed 

My Name To Sukhrajbir Singh. 

I Jaswinder Kaur Grewal 

Alias Jaswinder Kaur W/O 

Satinderjit Singh R/O Vill Pona 

P.O SRS Nagar Tehsil Jagraon 

Distt. Ludhiana Have Changed 

My Name To Jaswinder Kaur. 

I, Gurbhej Singh S/o 

Baljeet Singh R/o Vill: 

Bahmmna Po. Samana Teh-

Samana (Patiala) have 

changed my name to Gurbhej 

Singh Brar. 

I, Harinder Kaur D/o 

Sukhwinder Singh R/o Vill: 

Bhari (Fatehgarh Sahib) have 

changed my name to Harinder 

Kaur Brar. 

I, Monika Pathak W/O 

Rajeev Pathak R/O Kango 

Mohalla, Samana, Tehsil 

Samana, Distt. Patiala Have 

Changed My Name From 

Monika Sharma & Monica 

Sharma To Monika Pathak. 

I, Yogita Pathak W/O 

Sanjeev Pathak R/O Kango 

Mohalla, Samana, Tehsil 

Samana, Distt. Patiala Have 

Changed My Name From 

Yogita Sharma To Yogita 

Pathak. 

I Sarbjeet Kaur W/O 

Balwinder Singh, R/O. H.No-

3990/7, Raikot, Distt Ludhiana 

Have Changed My Name To 

Balvir Kaur. 

I Reema Narula W/O 

Harsimranpal Singh R/O 

Golden Enclave Deep Avenew  

Tarn Taran  After Marriage I 

Have Changed My Name As 

Reema Kaur. 

I, Hardeep Singh Kukkar 

S/O Harvinder Singh R/O 

Dasmesh Nagar, Gidderbaha, 

Distt. Sri Muktsar Sahib, Have 

Changed My Name From 

Hardeep Singh Kukkar To 

Hardeep Singh. 

I Sawinder Kaur W/O 

Ram Singh R/O Village Qila 

Kavi Santokh Singh, Noordi  

(Tarn Taran) I Have Changed 

My Name As Swinder  Kaur. 

I Pinchhu S/o Prem R/o 

Vill-Bhagatpur Po Sheikhupur 

Kapurthala have changed my 

name from Pinchhu to Pinchu 

Kumar. 

I, Kamaljit Kaur W/o 

Kuldeep Singh, R/o VPO 

Shaian, District Barnala, have 

changed my name as 

Kamaljeet Kaur. 

I Pal Singh S/o Roop 

Singh Vpo Mauran (Nabha) 

Barnala Punjab have changed 

my Name from Jaspal Singh. 

I, Rakesh Kumar S/o Shiv 

Charan Mahajan R/o S-5/2202, 

Lane no. 4, Adhunik Vihar 

Mamun, Mamoon, Pathankot, 

Punjab 145001, have changed 

my name from Rakesh Kumar 

to Rakesh Kumar Mahajan, 

Mahajan is my Surname. 

I, Gurjinder Singh S/o 

Darshan Singh R/o VPO Seh, 

Tehsil Samrala (Ludhiana) 

declare that my name be read 

as given name Gurjinder and 

surname Singh. 

I, Megha Kakkar W/o 

Amrish Puri R/o H.No.260, 

W.No.19, Rama Street, Khanna 

(Ludhiana) have changed my 

name to Megha Puri. 

I, Smt Rajwinder Kaur 

Spouse of army No. JC-

511247K Rank :Sub Name 

Rajwinder Singh Resident of 

Vpo Kotfatta Tehsil and Distt 

Bathinda, Pin-151101 have 

changed my name From Smt 

Rajwinder Kaur to Ranjit Kaur 

vide Affidavit Date 04-11-204 of 

Thouval Notary Public 

Bathinda. 

I, Swarn Kaur, W/O 

Harbans Lal, R/O Ward No. 15, 

Bazigar Basti Khanna, Tehsil 

Khanna, District Ludhiana 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Swarn Kaur to 

Swaran Kaur. 

I Jagsir Singh S/O Mohan 

Singh Vpo. Ruppa Patti 

(Ludhiana) Have Changed My 

Name To Jagsir Singh Kehal. 

I, Babli W/o Krishan Gopal 

R/o Gopal Colony Nurmahal 

Road Nangal Teh-Phillaur 

(Jalandhar) have changed my 

name to Babli Babli. 

I, Virpal Kaur Brar W/o 

Gurwinder Singh R/o Vpo. 

Mehar Singh Wala Teh-Zira 

(Ferozepur) have changed my 

name to Virpal Kaur. 

I, Surjeet Singh S/o Jagir 

Singh R/o Vill: Kothe Gadri 

Wala Teh-Zira (Ferozepur) have 

changed my name to Surjit 

Singh. 

I, Raman Kumar Deora 

S/o Sadhu Ram R/o #730 

St.No. 7 Partap Nagar 

Kotkapura (Faridkot) have 

changed my name to Raman 

Kumar. 

I, Nisha Rani Deora W/o 

Raman Kumar R/o #730 St.No. 

7 Partap Nagar Kotkapura 

(Faridkot) have changed my 

name to Nisha Rani. 

I, Army No 15496213H 

DFR Parit Vishal Mahadev of 

Unit 84 Armed Regt. C/o 56 

APO Residing of Village Bhat 

Nangnur Post Appachiwadi 

Tehsil Chikodi District Belgaum 

Pin 591241 Declare that my son 

Name Soham wrongly written in 

my army Service Record but my 

son correct name is Soham 

Vishal Parit. 

I, Gaddevalasa 

Eswaramma is mother of Army 

No. 16123019H NK 

Gaddavalasa Venkata Ramana 

of Unit 5 Engr Regt c/o 56 APO, 

have changed my name from G 

Eswaramma to Gaddevalasa 

Eswaramma Vide Affidavit 

before at Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Army No. 7782323A 

Rank HAV (MP) Name Dibakar 

Sonowal of Unit 17 Corps 

Provost Unit c/o 99 APO, PIN-

908517 have changed my 

mother name from Chandrama 

Sonowal to Loybha Sonowal 

Vide Affidavit before at Notary 

Ferozepur. 

I, No. 15156911K, Hav, 

Kumud Ch Das, of Unit 197 Fd 

Regt Residing of Village 

Nabheti(Rainapather) Tehsil & 

District Morigaon Pin 782105 

State Assam have changed my 

minor son name Konal Das to 

Kunal Das Vide Affidavit Dated 

04 November 2024 before at 

Notary Ferozepur. 

I Buta Singh Rekhi Son of 

Baj Singh Resident of Vpo 

Bazidpur District Ferozepur 

have Changed my name to 

Boota Singh. 

I Arshdeep Singh Handa 

Son of Major Singh Resident of 

Village Jaimalwala alias 

Pireana District Ferozepur 

have Changed my name to 

Arshdeep Singh. 

I Sewakdeep Singh 

Kandiara S/o Baldev Singh R/o 

Villaga Dhilwan Kalan 

(Faridkot) have changed my 

name to Sewakdeep Singh. 

I Beant Kaur W/o Sh. 

Joginder Singh R/o Village 

Malo Majra, Patiala have 

changed my name to Jaswant 

Kaur. 

I Ritika Gupta W/o Manik 

Raj Singla R/o # 47, Rose 

Avenue, New Officers Colony, 

Patiala, Punjab-147001 have 

changed my name to Ritika 

Singla. 

I, No.15814760F Hav 

Sandeep Singh resident of 

Village- Nimri, Post- Bound 

Kalan, Tehsil- Charkhi Dadri, 

District- Bhiwani, State- 

Haryana, Pin-127025, have 

changed my Mother name & 

DOB from Sawtari Devi to 

Savtiri Devi and date of birth 

from 01 Jan 1963 to 20 Jan 

1960 Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB76066436309980W dated 

04 Nov 2024 before notary 

public Pathankot 

I, No.15814760F Hav 

Sandeep Singh resident of 

Village- Nimri, Post- Bound 

Kalan, Tehsil- Charkhi Dadri, 

District- Bhiwani, State- 

Haryana, Pin-127025, have 

changed my Father name & 

DOB from Balram Singh to Bal 

Ram and date of birth from 02 

Jan 1960 to 20 Dec 1955 Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB76066879298419W dated 

04 Nov 2024 before notary 

public Pathankot 

I, Lalit Bhushan S/o Sh. 

Dharam Pal Kundra R/o House 

No. 49P, Sector- 12A, 

Panchkula (Haryana) have 

changed my name from Lalit 

Bhushan to Lalit Kundra. 

I, Kulwinder Kaur am 

legally Wedded Spouse of 

Army No:3392230M Rank: 

L/NK Name-Malkiat Singh 

Presently Posted At Unit: 380 

DSC PL. Attach 603 Asc Bn C/o 

56 APO Permanent Address: 

Village: Taharpur, Po -Bhati Ka 

,Tehsil -Baba Bakala, District -

Amritsar , State -Punjab,Pin 

code -143116 Declare that I 

have Correct My Date of birth 

from 01/03/1972 to 06/02/1976. 

Vide Affidavit No-54AA 645791, 

Dated: 04/11/24 

I, Army No:17023008X 

Rank-HMT Name-Dulal Kuli 

Presently Residing at Joriguri, 

Po: Akajan, PS: Silapathar, 

Distt: Dhemaji, State: Assam, 

Pin-787059 Declare that I have 

changed my Son's name from 

Hans Kuli to Hemanshu Kuli. 

Vide Affidavit No-54AA 645792, 

Dated: 04/11/24 

I, Komal am Legally 

Wedded Spouse of Army 

No:14839573X Rank-NK/MT 

Name: Santosh Ramchandra 

Tope Presently Posted At: Unit 

503 ASC Bn MT C/o 56 APO 

Leh Permanent Address: 

Village- Nagthane, Tehsil-

Palus, Distt- Sangli, State- 

Maharashtra, Pin-416313 

Declare that , I have changed 

My Name from Komal to 

Komalrenuka Santosh Tope. 

Vide Affidavit No-54AA 645790, 

Dated: 04/11/24

Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME

Dada Motors announces tie-up with Triumph 

Motorcycles, opens outlet in Mohali 

Mohali: A new Triumph outlet has opened at Phase 3, Sector 

58, Mohali which boasts of super bikes such as Roadster, 

Modern Classics, Rocket, and other Adventure Bikes. Spread 

over 6500 square feet, the outlet displays a bike range that 

varies in pricing from Rs 2.17 lakh to Rs 25 lakh.  Dada 

Motors’ young MDs Ishaang and Purvang Dada were present 

at the launch of the outlet. It was announced that Dada Motors 

had entered into an agreement with Triumph Motorcycles, 

under which it was opening new outlets of Triumph 

Motorcycles in the region. 

Ishaang Dada said, “We are extremely delighted to bring a 

Triumph outlet in tricity as the biking culture has become very 

strong in the region. In fact, one of the primary reasons for our 

entry in Chandigarh capital region was the growing biking 

culture in the tricity. Biker communities have developed over 

the last one year, who undertake adventure and leisure rides 

from Chandigarh to Amritsar, Leh, etc.” 
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Australian legends Adam
Gilchrist and David
Warner have little doubt

that Indian players’ psyche
would have been scarred after
the recent whitewash at home
by New Zealand, but they said
it will be naive to consider
Rohit Sharma’s side “easy
beats” in the five-Test Border-
Gavaskar Trophy, beginning at
Perth from November 22. 
The Tom Latham-led Kiwis
blanked India 3-0, marking
one of the lowest points in
their Test history, also denting
the chances of qualifying for
the World Test Championship
(WTC) final next year.
“It does (series defeat has an
impact), more for the Indian
players and the Indian team
internally. They have to be
asking themselves pretty hard
questions,” former
wicketkeeper batter Gilchrist
told Fox Sports.
“But I’m not expecting them to
come out and be easy beats,

but I do think on the back of
that loss and the fact that it was
a clean sweep - I cannot
remember when that’s
happened to them, just losing
a series, let alone a clean sweep
- I think that will raise some
questions internally. 
“The pressure and the
expectation and the desire
from a passionate cricketing
nation to see that change
around, that’ll ride heavily on
those shoulders of all those
players.”
Gilchrist said India has the
wherewithal to regroup after
the heavy setback. 
“There are a few ageing players
(with the Indian team) who
may start to even second guess
themselves a little bit. There’re
some high-class cricketers in
that Indian squad. It’s going to
be fascinating to see how they
rebound from that challenge,”
he added.
WE NEED RUNS AGAINST
BUMRAH, SIRAJ:
WARNER: Former opener
Warner said the series defeat

against the Black Caps will
certainly be playing in Indian
cricketers’ minds. 
“It (the series defeat) helps the
Australian guys. They’re
coming here after being beaten
at home 3-0 for five Tests
against the Australian boys,
(who have) three world class
quicks and a world class spin
bowler, and I’d be nervous if
I’m in they’re batting order. I
would be nervous,” said
Warner. 
The left-hander felt that
countering pacers Jasprit
Bumrah and Mohammed Siraj
would be key to Australia’s
success in the upcoming
series. 
“The Australian top order
needs to make runs against
Bumrah and Siraj who are
their spearheads. I think if
Australia can get through
those two gentlemen, there
could be some big runs put on
the board. 
“But we’re going to have to
come out with our chest out
against India. We have lost our

last two series here against
India (and) they have got a lot
to play for.”
Warner also did not read too
much into the modest form of
Indian veterans like Rohit
Sharma and Virat Kohli.
“You have got Rohit Sharma,
Virat Kohli, Ashwin, Jadeja.
You got these guys there who
are in the back end of their
careers. So, there’s a lot to play
for there, and whether or not
they finish their careers this
year or next year, they will
want to finish on a high. 
“I know those guys very, very
well, and they will be so
determined to come out here
and score big runs.”
Former Australian batter
Mark Waugh said India will
miss the services of seamer
Mohammed Sham, who is still
recuperating from a surgery.
“If Mohammed Shami is not
on the tour, that is a huge blow
for India because I think their
pace attack would worry us
with Shami in there. He is a big
loss,” reckoned Waugh.
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Spectacular with the big gloves,
quietly assured with the willow

and yet happy to be in the
shadows, Wriddhiman Saha, in his
40 Test matches for India, has
certainly been more than the sum
total of all his parts.
But having been out of India
reckoning for over three years
now, the 40-year-old has decided
to call it quits from the game at the
end of his team Bengal’s ongoing
Ranji Trophy campaign. The
announcement was made on his
social media page late last night.
“After a cherished journey in
cricket, this season will be my last.
I am honoured to represent Bengal
one final time, playing only in the
Ranji Trophy before I retire,” Saha
said.
“Let’s make this season one to
remember,” he added in a post that
went up late on Sunday night,
typically unambiguous from the
unassuming player.
He never had the aura of a
Mahendra Singh Dhoni or the
insane daredevilry of a talented
Rishabh Pant but Saha, with his
hands as safe as a house, was more
than a mere hyphen between the
two powerhouse performers of

Indian cricket.
The 104 dismissals behind the
stumps, including 92 catches in
Tests, some of them absolutely
splendid, Saha’s three centuries
and six fifties aren’t always spoken
about for their effectiveness.
Neither the eight six-laden century
in a losing cause for erstwhile
Kings XI Punjab in the 2014 IPL
final.
But Saha, for the better part of the
17 years since his Ranji debut in
2007, was happy to stay out of the
spotlight.
Patience came easy to him as he
had to wait nearly two years
between his debut and second Test
and nearly three years between his
second and third Tests.
He was always that ever present
understudy to Dhoni, knowing
well that he will have to wait till
the great man called time in
whites.
Saha was an old fashioned Indian
keeper like Syed Kirmani or Nayan
Mongia -- brilliant behind the
stumps and a safe batter, who
could be used as a floater in the
middle order.
Whether keeping up to R Ashwin
and Ravindra Jadeja on
perennially under-prepared
Indian tracks or gauging the

wobbly seam movement of Ishant
Sharma’s deliveries, between 2015
and 2018, Saha was undoubtedly
one of the world’s best glovemen at
work.
And one can say that with
assurance despite his
contemporaries being Matthew
Wade, BJ Watling, Mushfiqur
Rahim, and Jonny Bairstow.
There were moments behind the
stumps that one simply cannot
forget.
A flying catch to pouch South
Africa’s Faf du Plessis off Ashwin’s
delivery in front of silly point,
which earned him the moniker of
‘Superman WriddhiMan’, was a
moment of sheer brilliance.
His keeping was so exceptional
that despite an IPL hundred, three
Test tons and a brilliant Irani Cup
double ton in a tricky chase, his
batting never got the due it
deserved. And when Pant burst
into the scene with his ‘X-factor’
batting, he was again confined to
being the second keeper.
Once Gabba happened, the
writing was on the wall for Saha
and Rahul Dravid, the new coach,
in a frank discussion during the
tour of South Africa decided to
show him the mirror that at 38, it
makes no sense to be a second

keeper behind a 20-something.
Having scored a fifty (vs New
Zealand) in a preceding series and
probably misunderstanding
former BCCI president Sourav
Ganguly’s generic encouragement
as an assurance, his impregnable
patient “defence” was breached as
he fired some verbal salvos.
A spat with a Cricket Association
of Bengal office-bearer saw him
leave for Tripura for a couple of
years before coming back home
for a final hurrah. His attitude
towards life remained the same.
From the time he was a 16-year-
old, who came from North
Bengal’s Siliguri and stayed at a
dingy PG in central Kolkata’s
Koley Market area, to the time he
became a known figure with a
posh South Kolkata apartment and
a luxury car, all he wanted to do
was complete his tasks and answer
only in mono-syllables.
Trust Virat Kohli to find that
enduring.
“You particularly feel happy when
a team-man like Saha does well.
Such a nice person, never cribs
about anything, does not have a
bad word to say about anybody,
ready to bat at Nos 8, 9, or 10,” the
skipper had once said about his
teammate.
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Series defeat against NZ will impact India’s performance against Aussies: Gilchrist, Warner
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Replacing a player of Kane
Williamson’s stature can be

a daunting task but Will
Young, who played a pivotal
role in New Zealand’s historic
3-0 Test series win in India,
saw it as an opportunity to
create his own mark after
“running the drinks” as a
reserve batter for four years.
If New Zealand’s batting
appeared thin with Williamson
not making it to India for the
first Test in Bengaluru due to
injury, the 31-year-old Young
banished any such doubts with
his unbeaten 48 as the Kiwis
hammered the hosts by eight
wickets.
As it became evident that
Williamson would not make it
to India in time to help New
Zealand clear trials by spin at
Pune and Mumbai, Young had
given enough indications that
he was ready for the challenge.
“Since my debut about four
years ago, I’ve been in and out
through form (or) through
selection. “I’ve been a reserve
batter for a number of years
now so I’ve come to know the
feeling of running the drinks
really well,” Young told media
here after New Zealand’s
historic win, insinuating that

he was always ready.
“When I do get an opportunity
to play, I’m more excited to go
out and do my own thing in
my own way and not try to
replace Kane or whoever it
might be, just play my own
game and see it as a great
opportunity rather than big
boots to fill,” he added.
Young acknowledged the role
Williamson played in New
Zealand’s training camps back
home and also during his
presence on the earlier
assignments in the Indian
subcontinent.
“Unfortunately Kane’s not here
and if he was, he’d be a great
person to lean into and to ask
what he thinks in certain
situations. We also had three
really good camps leading into
the series back home and he
was at those camps. 
“But it’s great at the moment
because we’ve got fantastic
batters all throughout our line-
up and they’ve all got slightly
different methods and on the
day you’ve just got to pick what
method you think will work
and you’ve got to have the
courage to back that and show
your skills.
“Yeah, I try not to bat like
Kane, I try to bat like me and
do it my own way,” he added.

For New Zealand to beat India
at their own game on spinning
wickets was as special as their
series win in this part of the
world, and Young conceded
scoring runs on turning tracks
in Pune and Mumbai was
more satisfying.
“If you look at all three
matches, there was different
challenges in each. In
Bangalore, a lot of wickets fell
to spin and then (in) Pune and
Mumbai it was a lot more
challenging against spin.”
“As a New Zealander coming
over here and playing in Indian
conditions, it’s always going to
be slightly more satisfaction of
scoring runs against spin, so I’d
suppose scoring runs in Pune
or Mumbai felt more special,”
said Young, who ended the
series as the third highest run-
getter.
With 244 runs at 48.80 across
three Tests, Young finished
behind India’s Rishabh Pant
(261 runs) and compatriot
Rachin Ravindra (256 runs).
However, his biggest
contributions came in the third
Test at Mumbai when Young’s
71 and 51 across the two
innings helped New Zealand
become the first team ever to
beat India 3-0 in their own
backyard.
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New Zealand’s Rachin Ravindra
revealed a rare text message he

received from his father, expressing
pride in the batter’s achievements after
the Black Caps notched a “special”
Test series win in his parents’ place of
birth.
New Zealand wrapped up a
memorable tour of India, becoming
the first team in history to register a 3-
0 Test series sweep against the Asian
giants in their own backyard.
The 24-year-old, who was the star of
the first Test, was born and brought up
in Wellington but his familial roots are
firmly entrenched in Bengaluru.
“I haven’t heard my dad say to me, ‘so
proud of you’ often in my life, so it was
nice to get that message when we
won,” Ravindra said on Sen Radio.
The stylish left-hander’s parents Ravi
Krishnamurthy and Deepa hail from
Bengaluru, while his grandparents T.
Balakrishna Adiga, a noted
educationist, and Poornima still stay
in the Indian city.
He revealed that his father was present
to witness Ravindra’s match-winning
exploits first-hand in Bengaluru
where he scored a century and an
unbeaten 39 in his two innings to
fashion New Zealand’s eight-wicket
win in the series opener.

“I had Dad watch the first Test in
Bangalore in his hometown, which
was nice, and I’m sure Mum was
biting her nails in front of the TV, not
moving an inch back home.
“It’s very special and to be able to do it
in the country of (my parents’) birth is
amazing,” Ravindra admitted.
“Although I’ve always maintained I’m

100 percent Kiwi born and brought
up, it’s nice to get that reminder every
now and again,” he added.
Ravindra ended the series as New
Zealand’s leading run-getter,
collecting 256 runs at an average of
51.20.
It was his father’s passion for the game
that inspired a young Ravindra to take

up cricket, waking him up at 5 a.M.
Each day for throwdowns in the
driveway.
“Obviously I’m just very grateful for
everyone in my inner circle. I was
making him get up and he’d come and
throw balls for me two hours before
school.
“Mum getting me ready every day for
school, training and games - that
unconditional love, which I’ll never
forget. That’s stuff I’ll never take for
granted.”
New Zealand ended India’s 12-year
unbeaten home run in Tests by
winning the first two matches. It is
also their first-ever series victory in
India since they started touring the
country in 1955-56 under Harry Cave.
The Black Caps also scripted history
by becoming the first team to notch a
3-0 series win in India, winning the
third Test by 25 runs in Mumbai on
Sunday.
“It was unbelievable. On the field, it
was a different feeling. I think it’s
nothing like I’ve quite experienced
before.
“Just seeing everyone’s elation,
running towards each other. Ajaz’s
sixth wicket, and being in Mumbai
and seeing all the boys together in a
huddle jumping around.
“It’s hard to quite quantify, but it’s
pretty special,” Ravindra said.
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Mohammed Shami’s return
to competitive cricket has

been further pushed back after
the veteran pacer was not
named in the Bengal squad for
the next two rounds of the
Ranji Trophy against
Karnataka and Madhya
Pradesh.
Bengal will take on Karnataka
at the M Chinnaswamy
Stadium here from
Wednesday, before travelling
to Indore to take on MP from
November 13.
Shami was expected to play the
fixture against Karnataka to
test his fitness in a real-match
situation as he bowled at full
tilt at nets after India’s recent
Test match against New

Zealand here, though with
bandage on his operated leg.
On that occasion, he was also
monitored by India’s bowling
coach Morne Morkel.
Later Shami said during a
promotional event that he was
feeling “100%” at nets.
“I had been bowling with half a
run-up on and off since I can’t
put too much stress on my
body. So, we decided that I
would bowl properly, and I
gave my 100%.
“It felt great, and the results are
good. Hopefully, I’ll be back on
track soon,” he had said. 
India skipper Rohit Sharma
had also opined against taking
an undercooked Shami to
Australia.
“We don’t want to bring
undercooked Shami to

Australia. We are keeping our
fingers crossed,” Rohit had said
in Bengaluru recently.
Other than Shami, Bengal will
also miss the services of
prolific opener Abhimanyu

Easwaran, wicketkeeper batter
Abhishek Porel and pacer
Mukesh Kumar, who are with
India A squad in Australia.
Pacer Akash Deep, who was
part of the Indian team for the

recent series against New
Zealand, was also not named
in the state squad.
However, veteran
wicketkeeper batter
Wriddhiman Saha, who has
announced his retirement
from cricket after the ongoing
domestic season, has been
named for the two matches.
Bengal squad against
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh:
Anustup Majumdar (capt),
Wriddhiman Saha (wk), Sudip
Chatterjee, Sudip Gharami,
Shahbaz Ahmed, Writtick
Chatterjee, Avilin Ghosh,
Shuvam Dey, Shakir Habib
Gandhi, Pradipta Pramanik,
Aamir Gani, Ishan Porel, Suraj
Sindhu Jaiswal, Mohammed
Kaif, Rohit Kumar, Rishav
Vivek.
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