
From ‘severe’ to ‘very poor’

Set up courtroom in Tihar:
SC on Yasin Malik case
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Ukraine says Russia launched intercontinental missile
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Amassive political storm
erupted in India soon after
Billionaire industrialist

Gautam Adani was charged by
United States prosecutors over his
role in an alleged scheme to pay
USD 250 million bribe to Indian
officials in exchange for favourable
terms for solar power contracts.
It may be a coincidence that some
of the major controversies,
including the latest one, and the
ones that came before it such as
‘Hindenburg, Pegasus, Soros’ have
surfaced just before the beginning
of a Parliament session. This time,
the Winter Session begins on
Monday, with the Opposition
announcing to raise the issue
during the session while ruling

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) calling
it preparation for another ‘drama’ to
stall proceedings of yet another
important Session.  
While the BJP said all the states
mentioned in the indictment were
at that time ruled by Opposition
parties, Congress led INDIA Bloc
partners have demanded immediate
arrest of Adani.
The Adani group has denied
charges of paying bribes to secure
favourable terms for solar power
contracts, saying the allegations by
US prosecutors are baseless and the
conglomerate is compliant with all
laws. It said all possible legal
recourse will be sought.
According to agency reports from
New York, United States
prosecutors charged Adani and his
nephew Sagar and other defendants
for paying over USD 250 million in

bribes between 2020 and 2024 to
Indian government officials to win
solar energy contracts on terms that
could potentially bring in more

than USD 2 billion in profit.
This, they alleged, was concealed
from the US banks and investors
from whom the Adani group raised

billions of dollars for the project.
US law allows pursuing foreign
corruption allegations if they
involve certain links to American
investors or markets.
The indictment has thrown Adani
Group in yet another financial
trouble after it suffered a jolt by US
short seller Hindenburg Research’s
damning fraud allegations.
Senior Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi demanded immediate
arrest of Gautam Adani.
Addressing a Press conference
Rahul said it is now pretty clear
and established in the US that the
businessman has broken Indian as
well as American laws. Rahul also
demanded Adani’s “protector”
and SEBI chairperson Madhabi
Puri Buch be removed from her
post and a probe should be
initiated.
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New Delhi’s air quality saw
a slight improvement on

Thursday, moving from the
‘severe’ category to ‘very poor’.
The city had been
experiencing hazardous air
quality for several days.  The
Centre has announced
staggered working timings for
its employees in view of the
severe air pollution here.
Meanwhile, the restrictions
imposed under the Stage IV
of the Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP) by the
Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM) which
bans BS-3 and BS-4 diesel
vehicles, has disrupted travel
and transportation,
particularly for those engaged
in the wedding business. The
National Capital emerged as
the most polluted city in
India, recording an average
PM2.5 level of 243.3
micrograms per cubic metre
air (μg/m ), with pollution
surging by 19.5 per cent in
week-on-week increase.
The Department of Personnel
and Training (DoPT),
employees have also been
asked to pool vehicles and use
public transport to minimise
vehicular pollution.” These

measures may be adopted by
ministr ies/depar tments/
organisations as per their
functional requirements
ensuring that it should not
have an adverse impact on
efficiency and productivity in
any manner,” the order read.
The order said offices can be
open from 9 am to 5.30 pm
and 10 am to 6.30 pm. 
The move assumes
significance as a body
representing the Central
Secretariat Service (CSS)
officers had, on November
18, demanded work-from-
home, staggered working
hours and air purifiers in all
office buildings to mitigate
the health impact of the
severe pollution levels.
A thin blanket of smog
continued to envelop the
National Capital Region
(NCR), including Delhi,
Noida, Ghaziabad, and
Gurugram. According to the
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB), the Air
Quality Index (AQI) in
Delhi was recorded at 371.
A data from AQICN.Org
showed AQI of 569 at Delhi
Institute of Tool
Engineering and 479 at
Satyawati College
monitoring stations. 
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Ukraine says Russia
launched an

intercontinental ballistic
missile overnight targeting
Dnipro city in the central-east
of the country, which, if
confirmed, would be the first
time Moscow has used such a
missile in the war.
In a statement Thursday on
the Telegram messaging app,
Ukraine’s air force did not
specify the exact type of
missile, but said it was
launched from Russia’s
Astrakhan region, which
borders the Caspian Sea. It
said an intercontinental
ballistic missile was fired at
Dnipro city along with eight
other missiles, and that the
Ukrainian military shot down
six of them.

Two people were wounded
as a result of the attack, and
an industrial facility and a
rehabilitation centre for
people with disabilities were
damaged, according to local
officials. While the range of
an ICBM would seem

excessive for use against
Ukraine, such missiles are
designed to carry nuclear
warheads, and the use of
one would serve as a chilling
reminder of Russia’s nuclear
capability and a powerful
message of potential

escalation.
The attack comes two days
after Russian President
Vladimir Putin signed a
revised nuclear doctrine
that formally lowers the
threshold for the country’s
use of nuclear weapons.
Ukraine on Tuesday fired
several American-supplied
longer-range missiles and
reportedly fired UK-made
Storm Shadows on
Wednesday into Russia. The
Russian Defence Ministry
said in a statement
Thursday that its air defence
systems shot down two
British-made Storm Shadow
missiles, six HIMARS
rockets, and 67 drones. The
announcement came in the
ministry’s daily roundup
regarding the military
actions in Ukraine.
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You might have heard about
wedding crashers, but those pale in

comparison t3o this variation of
unwanted guests: the infamous ‘Band,
Baaja, Baarat’ gang is back.
Gangmembers gate crash into usually
high-profile wedding ceremonies in the
city, not to eat free food but rather to
steal valuables from unsuspecting
guests. Recently this gang looted two
lavish weddings in Delhi’s Alipur and
Chhatarpur’s Maidan Garhi on
November 12, and 17, respectively.
Located about 800 km from Delhi, a
specialized gang of wedding looters
recruit from two villages: Kadiya and
Gulkhedi in Rajgarh district of Madhya
Pradesh where families send their
young members to the gang on ‘rent’.
They are then trained to loot valuables
from wedding parties without being
noticed. According to police, 50-year-
old Raj Kumar alias Raju, who is the
‘gang coordinator’, manages his
operations remotely, sitting in a taxi
outside the wedding venue, directing
his band of thieves.
“Known for the practice of ‘renting’ out
families to criminal gangs, the residents

of Kadiya and Gulkhedi villages often
enter into agreements known as
‘Anubandh’, where families receive
financial compensation for sending
their families to participate in theft
operations,” a senior police official said.
The gang gives a ‘crash course’ to the
young people so they can lift bags and
steal valuables from the big fat
weddings. “They use young recruits,
trained to blend in at wedding
functions, and are used to carry out

crimes without drawing any attention
towards them. The practice is seen as a
form of a social contract, where
families from impoverished
backgrounds are exploited by criminal
elements for thefts at weddings,
typically targeting the wealthy,” he
added.
The officer also said that in previous
instances, once an accused gets bail,
they never turn up before the court for
trial. “Thus, they have been declared

proclaimed offenders throughout
India,” he stated.
However, the Delhi Police’s Crime
Branch finally busted the syndicate by
arresting four members of the gang
including Kumar, 30-year-old Mohit,
19-year-old Sumit, and 30-year-old
Karan, near Ghitorni Metro Station,
who were the primary perpetrators,
executing the bag-lifting operations
and stealing valuables from wedding
guests. “After the thefts, Raj Kumar
would distribute the stolen items
among the gang members,” another
officer added.
On the night of November 12, Sumit
and Karan stole cash and valuables
from two wedding ceremonies in
Alipur, and on the night of November
17, they also stole a bag filled with cash
and valuables from a wedding
ceremony at a farmhouse in Maidan
Garhi in Chhatarpur. “While they
entered the ceremonies to commit the
thefts, Raj Kumar and Mohit waited
outside in a private taxi, keeping watch
and giving them directions over mobile
phones,” the officer said, adding that
they recovered five mobile phones
along with 13 SIM cards being used for
fake identity.
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APatiala House Court in
Delhi has directed the

attachment of the Iconic
Bikaner House after the
Nokha municipal council in
Rajasthan which owns the
historic building failed to pay
an arbitral award of Rs 50.31
lakh to Enviro Infra
Engineers Private Limited.
The court passed the order on
an application seeking
enforcement of the arbitral
award passed by the arbitral
tribunal in January 2020.
Bikaner House was designed
as the residence of the Rajput
rulers of the princely state of
Bikaner.
Bikaner House was built
during the rule of Maharaja
Ganga Singh, Maharaja of
princely state of Bikaner
(1887 to 1943 AD).
Categorised as a Grade II

heritage building by the
Archeological Survey of
India, Bikaner House has
been meticulously restored to
its original form. It opened to
the public on November 18,
2015.
After the attachment order,
the Nagar Palika of Nokha
cannot transfer or liquidate

the property by sale, gift or
otherwise. The court has
directed the representative of
the Nokha Nagar Palika to
appear before the court on
November 29, the next date
of hearing.The Rajasthan
government, meanwhile, said
it will take immediate action
in the matter.
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Pointing out that “how can
cross examination be done

online,” the Supreme Court on
Thursday indicated that it may
set up a courtroom inside
Tihar Jail for the trial of
Jammu and Kashmir
separatist leader Yasin Malik
in a kidnapping case. A Bench
of Justices Abhay S Oka and
Augustine George Masih was
hearing a Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) plea
against the September 20,
2022 order of a Jammu trial
court that directed Malik,
serving life term in Tihar jail,
to be produced before it
physically to cross-examine
the prosecution witnesses in
the kidnapping case of
Rubaiya Sayeed, daughter of
politician Mufti Mohammad
Sayeed. 
Observing that even Ajmal
Kasab was given fair trial, the
bench, however, remarked,
“How will cross-examination
be done online? There is
hardly any connectivity in
Jammu... In our country, a fair
trial was given even to Ajmal
Kasab and legal assistance was
given to him in the high
court.” 
The Bench told Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta,
representing the CBI, to take
instructions on the total
number of witnesses in the
case. Mehta pointed out
security concerns and said
Malik couldn't be taken to
Jammu for the trial.  The law
officer accused Malik of
“playing tricks” for having
asked to appear personally
and not engaging a lawyer.

Mehta said Malik was not an
ordinary criminal and showed
a purported photograph of
Malik sharing the dais with
terrorist Hafiz Saeed. 
The Supreme Court said it
could order a trial to take
place inside the jail besides
asking the judge to come to
the national capital for the
proceedings. The Bench,
however, noted all the accused
had to be heard before it
passes an order.  Mehta said
Malik physically appearing in
the Supreme Court had raised
security concerns previously.
Later many jail officials faced
suspension and notice for this
goof up. 
The Bench said Malik could
be allowed to appear virtually
in the apex court proceedings
and posted the matter on
November 28. Malik, serving
life sentence in a terror-
funding case, was brought to
the high-security apex court
premises in a prison van
escorted by armed security
personnel without the court's
permission. 
The CBI said Malik, the top
leader of the Jammu and
Kashmir Liberation Front,
was a threat to national
security and cannot be
allowed to be taken outside
the Tihar jail premises. On
September 20, 2022, a special
TADA court in Jammu
directed Malik to be
physically produced before it
on the next hearing for him to
cross-examine prosecution
witnesses in the kidnapping
case.  The CBI challenged the
trial court order before the
Supreme Court as appeals in
TADA cases are only heard by
the top court.
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The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) is “fishing” in the

Congress and Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) waters for
“strong candidates” before the
2025 Delhi election. The AAP
on Thursday released its first
list of 11 candidates including
six turncoats who joined the
party from Congress or the
BJP, for the upcoming
assembly polls in Delhi
scheduled to take place in
February next year.
The AAP has denied a poll
pass to three sitting Members
of Legislative Assembly
(MLAs) and subsequent lists
will show if they are
accommodated in other seats.
They are Kirari MLA Rituraj
Jha, Seelampur legislator
Abdul Rahman and Matiala
MLA Gulab Singh Yadav. The
development came after AAP
supremo Arvind Kejriwal
chaired a meeting of the
party’s political affairs
committee (PAC) at his
residence in the national
capital. While Brahm Singh
Tanwar (Chhatarpur), Anil
Jha (Kirari), BB Tyagi (Laxmi

Nagar) had recently quit the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
and joined the AAP, Zubair
Chaudhary (Seelampur), Veer
Singh Dhingan (Seemapuri)
amd Somesh Shokeen
(Matiala) joined the AAP
after quitting the Congress.
Sharing the list on X
(formerly Twitter), the AAP
posted: “First list of AAP
candidates for Delhi Elections
is OUT!! All the best to all the
candidates. Phir laayenge
Kejriwal (sic).”
With a mix of experienced
leaders and newcomers, AAP
is preparing for a possible
tough battle in the 2025
elections, aiming to retain its
stronghold in the national
capital.
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Two days ahead of the
counting of votes in the
Maharashtra, post-poll

posturing began in both the
ruling MahaYuti and
Opposition Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) camps on
Thursday, even as the both
the parties started reaching
out to the rebels and
independents to rope in and
boost their final winning
tallies.
While the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) leaders
began to clamour for its
senior Devendra Fadnavis
being chosen as the Chief
Minister if the MahaYuti gets
a majority in the polls, which
many BJP leaders claimed
was a certainty. The Shinde
Sena began pushing for 
the nomination of its
president Eknath Shinde as
the Chief Minister, a post 
he is currently 
holding.

Post-poll
posturing
peaks in MY,
MVA camps
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Bhopal: Issuing transfer orders,
the Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment on Thursday posted
Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests (PCCF) Wildlife, VM
Ambade, on deputation as the
MD of the MP State Forest
Development Corporation.
Ambade has been replaced by
Shubhranjan Sen, who until
now had served as PCCF—
Finance and Budget. The orders
come less than a month after 10
wild elephants died at the

Bandhavgarh Tiger Reserve
(BTR) between October 29 and
31.
An elephant calf also died under
treatment at the Tala Centre of
the reserve on November
10.Speaking in the aftermath of
the tragedy, forest officials said
that the elephants had died after
grazing on contaminated Kodo
millet.Researchers say that Kodo
harvested in damp conditions
can develop Kita (fungus) infes-
tation, making it inappropriate

for human and animal con-
sumption due to the presence of
mycotoxins.
Though the elephant deaths are
still being investigated, the
National Green Tribunal (NGT)
has sought responses from state
forest and wildlife officials, as
well as the Centre, for what it
claims is a violation of Forest
Conservation and
Environmental Protection laws.
The NGT has set the deadline for
the second week of December.
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Chief Minister Yadav said
that the Madhya Pradesh
government is commit-

ted to being farmer-friendly,
prioritizing the welfare of its
Annadata (food providers). 
He highlighted that the gov-
ernment is actively working to
ensure water reaches every
farm, leading to a continuous
expansion of irrigated land
across the state. This progress is
attributed to the implementa-
tion of large, medium, and
micro irrigation projects by the
Water Resources Department. 
As a result of improved irriga-
tion systems, farmers are now
able to cultivate three crops
annually instead of two, boost-
ing agricultural production and
contributing to their prosperi-
ty.
Yadav stated that the state has

witnessed an unprecedented
expansion in its irrigated area.
In 2003, the irrigated area in
Madhya Pradesh was approxi-
mately 3 lakh hectares, which
has now risen to nearly 50 lakh
hectares. With ongoing and
upcoming irrigation projects,
the irrigated area is projected to
reach around 65 lakh hectares
by 2025-26. The government
aims to further expand the
state's irrigation capacity to 1
crore hectares by 2028-29, with
work progressing rapidly to
achieve this goal. 
To support these efforts, the
government has allocated sub-
stantial funds in the budget. For
the financial year 2024-25, a
budgetary provision of ?13,596
crore has been made for the
construction and maintenance
of irrigation projects.
Water Resources Minister
Tulsiram Silawat said that the

Ken-Betwa Link Project is an
ambitious river linking nation-
al project among the irrigation
projects of the state. It is pro-
posed to construct Daudhan
Dam, ancillary work and link
canal on Ken River. Under this
project, construction of Bina
Complex, Kota Barrage and
Lower Orr projects in Betwa
basin is included. The project
will provide irrigation and
drinking water facilities to 4.5
lakh hectares of Ken basin
through micro irrigation in
Chhatarpur, Panna, Tikamgarh,
Niwari and Damoh districts of
Bundelkhand region of Madhya
Pradesh, 2.06 lakh hectares of
Vidisha, Raisen, Sagar, Shivpuri
and Datia districts of Betwa
basin and 2.5 lakh hectares of
Banda, Mahoba and Jhansi dis-
tricts of Bundelkhand region of
Uttar Pradesh. Madhya Pradesh
will have full rights over the 103

megawatt hydroelectricity and
27 megawatt solar energy gen-
erated from the project.
The DPR of the second phase of
the project was prepared by the
National Water Development
Agency in the year 2014. Under
this, 3 projects finally proposed
by Madhya Pradesh in Betwa
basin are proposed: 96 thousand
hectares from Bina complex, 20
thousand hectares from Kota
barrage and 90 thousand
hectares from Lower Orr pro-
ject. Also, provision has been
made for 66.7 million cubic
meters of drinking water and
water for industries on demand
basis from the projects. All the
statutory approvals for the pro-
ject have been received. Work
on the second phase of the pro-
ject in Madhya Pradesh is in
progress. For the implementa-
tion of the project, a tripartite
Memorandum of

Understanding was signed
between Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh and the Union
Ministry of Jal Shakti in the
presence of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. The Union
Council of Ministers has
approved Rs 44 crore 605 lakh
for the implementation of the
project. A target has been set to
complete the project in 8 years.
Parvati-Kali-Sindh-Chambal
Link Project is another impor-
tant project, for which a tripar-
tite agreement has been signed
between Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan and the Central
Government. 10 districts of the
state will benefit from this pro-
ject. Ken-Betwa Link Project,
Revised Parvati-Kalisindh
Project and other proposed
important projects of Narmada
Valley will increase irrigation
facilities in 19 lakh 25 thousand
hectares of area in the state. 
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Several key meetings of
newly appointed state
party office bearers were

jointly chaired by state unit
chief Jitu Patwari and AICC
General Secretary in-charge
of Madhya Pradesh at the
Indira Bhawan headquar-
ters of the Congress on
Thursday.
The key meeting held on the
day was a conclave of the
Political Affairs Committee.
The State Executive,
Permanent Invitees, and
Special Invitees of the
Congress state unit also met
in two sessions. The party
said that discussions were
held to strengthen the
Congress organisation in the
state by revitalising the grass-
roots at booth, mandal, sec-
tor, block, and district levels.
The meetings discussed the

formation of Ward Congress
Committees in all urban
local bodies, following which
Mohalla Congress
Committees will be estab-
lished, with each committee
covering 30 to 40 households
per booth.Members of the
Mohalla Congress
Committees will also be part
of the booth committees. 
Additionally, the formation
of Gram Panchayat Congress
Committees at the village
level was discussed, with
members of these commit-
tees also being members of
the booth committees.The
meeting also covered the
tenure of Block Congress
Committee and District
Congress Committee presi-
dents and filling vacancies
for PCC and AICC delegates.
A key decision was made to
hold the State Congress rep-
resentatives’ conference
between February 20 and

March 20 during the forth-
coming year.
Discussions were also held
on training programs for
Congress officials at various
levels, with party leaders
outlining their responsibili-
ties and roles.A host of top
Congress leaders, including
former ministers, former
MPs, and legislators, attend-
ed the maiden conclave since
the announcement of the
Madhya Pradesh Congress
Committee (MPCC).
Speaking to the media,
Patwari said that discus-
sions over the two-day
schedule of meetings will
reinvigorate party workers
and give direct focus and
energy to party programs in
the future.The party meet-
ings have triggered specula-
tions over the names of new
District Congress Presidents
who are likely to be appoint-
ed soon.
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Days after homeown-
ers protested delays
in the completion of

al lotted dwel l ings,
Collector Kaushalendra
Vikram Singh,  on
Thursday, chaired a meet-
ing to discuss plans for
making the city slum-free.
The meeting focused on
strategies to provide per-
manent homes to citizens
under the Slum
Rehabilitation Programme,
which promises to elimi-
nate slums from urban
areas in the near future.
The Bhopal Municipal
Corporation (BMC) has
planned to divide the city
into nine clusters for the
identification and survey of
slums.In the first phase, the
survey of slums around
Vallabh Bhavan has been
completed, while similar
studies are continuing in
the remaining slum zones.
Advocating the inclusion of
social profiling in the sur-
vey process, Singh said the
move would help safeguard
livelihoods, besides pro-
viding homes to those liv-
ing in shanties.
The administration says

residents of earmarked
slums will be provided with
pucca houses under the
PPP model, while parking
spaces, shopping malls,
commercial complexes,
and community halls will
also be built under the
Suraj Campaign and the
Redensification Policy.
Officials reported that
phase one construction
has already commenced
on 17-18 acres, while a
Detailed Project Report
( D P R ) — c o m p r i s i n g
design, planning policy,
estimates, tender condi-
tions, and all prepara-
tions—will be ready with-
in a week.
At the meeting, it was
decided that BMC will
complete the tender
process within a week and
present it  before the
Authorised Committee for
ratification.
The meeting, which came
days after allottees protest-
ed delays in the comple-
tion of a similar housing
project at the civic body
headquarters, was attend-
ed by all SDMs, urban
administration engineers,
and various other officials
involved in the project.
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To mark the World
Heritage Week- 2022,
Indira Gandhi Rashtriya

Manav Sangrahalaya, Bhopal
will organize a lecture under
the Museum popular Lecture
series on Friday at 3.30 pm in
the auditorium of Aavriti
Bhawan of the Museum. 
Kalyan Kumar Chakraborty
(IAS), former Director of the
Museum and member of the
RMMS will deliver a lecture on
the topic of Museum
Custodians of Human
Museum. Kalyan Kumar
Chakravarty is a 1970 batch
IAS officer of Madhya Pradesh
cadre. 
In Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, you have worked
in senior positions in various
fields like Education, Culture,
Home, Finance, Science,
Forest, Tourism, Chief
Electoral Officer etc. Shri
Chakravarty held the post of
Director of the IGRMS from
1993 to 2000. 
Thereafter, he held the posts of
Member Secretary, at Indira
Gandhi National Center for the
Arts, New Delhi Chairman
Lalit Kala Academy, Director
General National Museum Mr.
Chakravarty received his PhD
from Harvard University.
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The two-day annual cele-
bration of Bal Bhavan
School, Shyamala Hills,

Bhopal began on Thursday with
great pomp at the local Ravindra
Bhavan. 
The program was inaugurated by
lighting the lamp by Additional
Chief Secretary of Madhya
Pradesh Government,
Mohammad Suleman (IAS).
Addressing the students and
parents, he said, “Education is
not limited to books only; it is a
process that makes us mature in
every sphere of life. This art is
clearly visible in the students of
Bal Bhavan. This celebration is
not just a platform, but it is a cel-
ebration of the hard work of the
children, their culture and their
skills. I congratulate the man-
agement, teachers and students
for this effort and hope that this
school will continue to create
new dimensions like this."
On this occasion, Mrs. Seema
Suleman awarded all the partic-
ipants!On the first day of the cel-

ebration, the students gave a
unique display of Indian culture,
diversity and art. Students from
class 9th to 12th mesmerized the
audience with traditional dance
performances from different
states. 
Besides, the jugalbandi of west-
ern music and Indian cultural
tunes made the program spe-
cial.The play based on the story
'Bade Bhai Saheb' by famous
Hindi literature writer Munshi
Premchand emotionally con-
nected the audience, while the

English play 'The Bet' highlight-
ed lifestyle and social values.
These presentations not only
showcased art but also high-
lighted the confidence and cre-
ativity of the children.
School Principal Humaira Arif
presented the annual report. She
said that this year is special for
Bal Bhavan School, as the school
is celebrating its golden jubilee.
She proudly said, “In the last 50
years, Bal Bhavan has estab-
lished new dimensions in edu-
cation, sports and cultural activ-

ities. Our students are waving the
flag of their ability in the coun-
try and abroad. 
This celebration is a symbol of
their efforts and dedication."
At the conclusion of the pro-
gram, Vice Principal Anubhav
Mishra thanked all the guests,
parents and students and said
that this celebration is the result
of the hard work and dedication
of the children. 
He appealed to all the people pre-
sent to continue supporting the
efforts of Bal Bhavan.
This two-day annual festival will
conclude on November 23! The
chief guest of the programs will
be Dr. Lata Munshi. She will be
specially present to encourage
the creativity and art of the chil-
dren. Dr. Lata Munshi, who is
known for her excellent literary
and cultural contribution, will
make the children's performance
more inspiring.On this occa-
sion, Bal Bhavan Committee
Secretary Umar Farooq Ali,
Coordinator Fiza Kaleem, senior
staff members, parents and stu-
dents were present!
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Ujjain: Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav has said that today the
bookish knowledge may be
complete but after the convo-
cation, self-study, meditation
and contemplation must con-
tinue. He gave a mantra to the
students “This is the time – this
is the right time.” Chief Minister
Dr. Yadav was addressing the
sixth convocation ceremony of
Symbiosis Skill University in
Indore on Thursday.   
Yadav said that in the changing
times, many remarkable works
are being done in India. The
country is progressing rapidly
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. Our
new generation should become
technically proficient and
ensure their contribution to
the development of the country
and the welfare of the entire
human society. Giving the
example of Israel, Chief
Minister Dr. Yadav said that
Israel has overcome many chal-

lenges only on the strength of
technical knowledge. We also
have to enhance our capacity
and technical proficiency. Chief
Minister Dr. Yadav said that
morality is always paramount.
Along with education, value
education ??is also important.
The Chief Minister congratu-
lated all the students who
received degrees in the convo-
cation ceremony and wished
them all the best for a bright
future.
Yadav said that universities are
an important pinnacle in the
field of education but the con-
tribution of Symbiosis Group
which has established the uni-
versity in technical efficiency
and the technical field becomes
even more important. Praising
Prof. Chancellor Dr. Swati
Majumdar, he said that she left
America to dedicate her life to
education in India. At the out-
set, Prof. of Symbiosis Technical
University.
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Avideo of habitual criminal
opening fire in the air at
Manuabhan ki Tekri sur-

faced over social media who
had threatened the family of a 15-
year-old girl at Tilajamalpura
area four days ago. 
The video of Sameer Bachcha, a
criminal under surveillance of
Tilajamalpura police station of
Bhopal, has surfaced. In this
video, the accused is seen open-
ing fire at Manuabhan Tekri.
Sameer along with his brother
and friends, had entered the
house of a student of class 9 four
days ago and threatened her
with weapons. 
The complaint of this was regis-
tered by Tilajamalpura police
station. The police have arrested
Sameer and sent him to jail.
A 15-year-old student studying in
class 9 lives in a colony of
Tilajamalpura. The accused
Sameer Anwar alias Bachcha, his
brother Zubair and Faizan alias
Lala entered the victim's house
armed with weapons. There is an
old dispute between the accused
and the victim's brother. The vic-
tim alleges that Zubair used to
molest her while coming and
going to school.
She told this to her mother, the
mother asked the son to talk to

the accused. There was an argu-
ment between the accused and
the victim's brother regarding
this matter.
With the intention of taking
revenge for this, the accused
entered the house looking for the
brother. They also abused the vic-
tim's mother when the teenager
protested, she was threatened.
After the incident on November
17, the victim's family is forced to
lock the house and live at anoth-
er place. Her mother alleges that
they have already complained to
the police. Even after this, the
accused are constantly harassing
them.
Criminal cases are registered
against the accused in police sta-
tions including Tila Jamalpura and
Gautam Nagar. Tila Jamalpura
police arrested the accused Sameer
on Thursday and sent him to jail.
A video of him firing has surfaced. 
The police said that the victim's
brother Sahit is also a criminal.
Many cases are registered against
him. There is an old dispute
between the two sides regarding
supremacy.
After Sameer's arrest,
Tilajamalpura police station in-
charge Sarita Burman said that the
accused has been presented in the
court and sent to jail. The video
uploaded by him on social media
was edited. 
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The 4th National
Conference for Drug Law
Enforcement was inau-

gurated today at the Central
Academy for Police Training
(CAPT), Bhopal, under the
aegis of the Bureau of Police
Research & Development
(BPR&D). 
The event was graced by Rishi
Kumar Shukla, former DGP of
Madhya Pradesh and Ex-
Director of the CBI, who served
as the Chief Guest for the open-
ing ceremony.In his inaugural
address, Shri Shukla empha-
sized the critical importance of
this two-day event, which is
organized under the Narco
Coordination Center (NCORD)
program. 
He highlighted the role of the
conference in uniting key stake-
holders from law enforcement,
regulatory bodies, and related

organizations to confront the
multifaceted challenges posed
by drug trafficking in the digi-
tal era.
Anil Kishore Yadav, IPS,
Director of the Academy, intro-
duced the conference’s theme,
“The Dark Web,
Cryptocurrencies, and Money
Laundering: A Trifecta of Drug
Trafficking Challenges and the
Need for Comprehensive
Prevention and Rehabilitation.” 
He outlined how these digital
challenges exacerbate the com-
plexity of drug trafficking and
stressed the importance of col-
laborative, actionable strategies
for prevention, rehabilitation,
and enforcement. Conference
Secretary BK Sharma,
SP/Assistant Director, wel-
comed participants and high-
lighted the diverse representa-
tion at the conference. 
Attendees include senior offi-
cials from prominent organiza-

tions such as the BSF, Coast
Guard, CISF, SSB, NCB, Assam
Rifles, RPF, CBI, NIA, IB, SPG,
DRI, NACIN, ED, and FIU, as
well as State Anti-Narcotics
Task Forces (ANTF). 
Other key participants include
representatives from the Drugs
Controller General of India, the
Department of State Taxes and
Excise, the Narcotics
Commissioner of India, the
UNODC, leading NGOs, and
allied organizations.The con-
ference will feature expert pre-
sentations and interactive dis-
cussions focusing on emerging
challenges like the use of the
dark web, cryptocurrencies,
and money laundering in drug
trafficking. 
The sessions aim to foster
stronger inter-agency collabo-
ration and develop holistic
approaches that integrate
enforcement with rehabilita-
tion and prevention.
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Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav said that Prime
Minister Shri

Narendra Modi has bestowed
a Medicity and a Medical
College in Ujjain, Madhya
Pradesh. 
The construction of this
ambitious project will com-
mence today with the
Bhoomi-Pujan, aiming for
completion before
Simhastha. This state-of-the-
art facility will bring every
aspect of healthcare under
the divine guidance of Lord
Mahakal and establish Ujjain
as a globally in health sector.
Alongside advanced med-
ical facilities, a Medical
Device Park will also be
developed. The campus will
feature a high-rise building
designed to maximize space

utilization, with residential
arrangements for doctors,
paramedical staff and other
personnel.
Yadav highlighted that since
formation of Madhya
Pradesh the number of med-
ical colleges has grown from
just 5 in 2003-04 to 30 today,
thanks to Prime Minister
Modi's leadership. Of these,
17 are government-run and
13 are private institutions. 
The government is also
preparing 12 additional med-
ical colleges, with plans to
integrate medical education
into high-capacity hospitals.
The previously separate
departments of medical edu-
cation and public health have
now been merged to enhance
efficiency and ensure the
optimal use of resources,
providing better services to
the general public. The pro-

ject will be a collaborative
effort between the govern-
ment and society to create a
world-class healthcare sys-
tem.
Yadav was addressing the
gathering on Thursday after
performing the Bhoomi-
Pujan for the Medicity and
Government Medical College
to be constructed in Ujjain at
an estimated cost of ?592.30
crore. During the ceremony,
Vedpathi Brahmins recited
Swasti mantras. 
The Chief Minister said that
the Medicity and
Government Medical College
are expected to be opera-
tional before Simhastha 2028.
He also emphasized the
potential for Ujjain to
become a hub for medical
tourism with support from
the private sector offering
advanced healthcare services

not only to patients from
across the state but also from
abroad.
The Chief Minister high-
lighted that following the
launch of the Ayushman
Bharat Niramaya Yojana by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the state government
has introduced airlifting ser-
vices for critically ill patients,
ensuring they receive timely
treatment at major hospitals
within three months. In areas
lacking airports or runways,
helicopters are being used for
airlifting patients.
Dr. Yadav also noted that the
number of medical students
in the state, currently at
5,000, is set to double to
10,000 in the near future. 
Additionally, five Ayurvedic
medical colleges are being
established in Madhya
Pradesh. The Ayurvedic

Dhanvantari Mahavidyalaya
in Ujjain is being developed
into a fully equipped institu-
tion comparable to AIIMS,
with the process already
underway. A Homeopathy
College is also being estab-
lished in Ujjain to further
enhance the region's medical
education and healthcare
infrastructure.
Yadav said that all the uni-
versities of the state have
been directed to provide
employment oriented para-
medical and nursing educa-
tion, which will provide
employment in the state. The
university itself has been
directed to organize para-
medical and nursing exami-
nations. The Chief Minister
said that arrangements for
hearse vans are also being
made in all the hospitals of
the state.
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Urban Development and
Housing Minister
Kailash Vijayvargiya

on Thursday honoured
Bhopal Municipal
Corporation chairman Kishan
Suryavanshi with the 'Seva
Samman' in acknowledge-
ment of dedicated public ser-
vice.
The award was presented at
the 'Urban Development
Government Honour
Ceremony' organised by the
Bansal Group in Indore. The
event was also attended by the
Mayor of Sagar, Sangeeta
Sushil Tiwari, the Mayor of
Ratlam, Prahlad Patel, and
the chairman of the Devas
Municipal Corporation, Ravi
Jain.
During the ceremony,
Suryavanshi shared that
Municipal Councils are often
referred to as the primary
political school. To promote
parliamentary conduct, he
introduced a policy banning
838 unparliamentary words in
council meetings, making
Bhopal the first municipal
body to do so.
He credited the success of the
Swachh Bharat Mission and
the cleanliness competition
in cities to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s leadership.
Suryavanshi highlighted the
impact of door-to-door waste

collection services, a develop-
ment they had not anticipat-
ed. 
In Bhopal, residents' associa-
tions, businesses, and NSS
and NCC cadets participated
in cleanliness competitions,
with the cleanest colony
receiving a Rs. 5 lakh devel-
opment grant, which yielded
positive results.
He also reported collecting
nearly Rs 99 lakh in spot
fines from those disrupting
cleanliness efforts. 
He praised Bhopal’s natural
beauty, noting that its water
management systems
enhanced the city's
charm.Suryavanshi recognised
the efforts of sanitation work-
ers, particularly during the
Covid-19 pandemic, when
they risked their lives to con-
tinue their work while the
public stayed at home.
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Earning a dubious dis-
tinction due to spi-
ralling pollutants in

breathable air, a top air qual-
ity monitor on Thursday said
that the city was the 120th
most polluted in the world.
The respected industry
resource AQI.in made the
claim in its report at 7 PM,
when the Sameer App of the
Central Pollution Control
Board (CPCB) placed the
cumulative Air Quality Index
(AQI) in the state capital at
252.
According to CPCB data, the
air at the Paryavaran Bhawan
and TT Nagar monitoring
stations remained equally pol-
luted at 255 each, while the
situation at the Idgah moni-
toring station was marginal-
ly better at 245.

The data readings are likely to
worsen as the evening pro-
gresses and city roads open to
heavy commercial traffic.AQI
readings during the winter
months are traditionally at
their worst during the early
hours, and Friday morning is
unlikely to disprove this
trend.
Issuing advisories ahead of the
onset of winter, the district
administration had advised
morning walkers to remain

mindful of the air quality.
Health officials, speaking at a
conclave on Wednesday, iden-
tified polluted air as the sec-
ond most significant cause of
Chronic Obstructive
Pulmonary Disease (COPD),
after smoking.
Air pollution also threatens
those with underlying cardiac
issues, with myocardial infarc-
tions peaking in the high-pol-
lution winter months.
Pollution officials say that
meteorological conditions will
continue to affect the city's air
quality through the colder
months, with wind veloci-
ties, temperature inversion,
and humidity factoring into
AQI readings.Though district
authorities have discussed the
spiralling AQI on several
occasions, credible action to
address the hazardous trend is
still awaited.
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Haphazard electrical
wires, wayward park-
ing, and encroach-

ment on the streets all make
the city's historical Chowk
Bazaar the riskiest fire zone
in the state capital.
Short circuits are the pri-
mary cause of fires in the
city; they require an imme-
diate response from fire-
men, who must gain clear
access to the location to
control the blaze.
An organically grown mar-
ket that dates back to the
princely era, the Chowk
Bazaar today is primarily
accessed from Itwara, Peer
Gate, Jumerati, Ghoda
Nakkas, Ibrahimpura,
Budhwara, and Laxmi
Talkies.Of these places, only
the Ibrahimpura and
Jumerati areas offer desig-
nated car parking facilities,
with a multi-level parking lot
opposite the old Sabzi
Mandi, a relatively smaller
parking area at Mufti House,
and a parking space near
Aliganj.
People entering the mar-
ketplace from any of the

other access points normal-
ly drive through the
labyrinthine bylanes on their
two-wheelers, adding to the
prevailing chaos.In a bid to
attract customers, traders
also contribute to the melee
by extending their
shopfronts into the already
congested streets.The
periphery of the bazaar is no
less crowded, with hand-
carts selling fruits and a
host of other items
encroaching into traffic
space with the blessings of
the civic body, which
licences them to do so
through its Tahbazaari
scheme.
Fire Officer Saurabh Patel

says, "There will always be a
high possibility of a major
accident here unless the roads
are widened or we are pro-
vided with proper access
routes. We do not have
administrative powers to take
action. 
Perhaps something will be
done in the future, but for
now, the situation remains
dire."Patel confides that he has
often thought about how
quickly a large fire in these
areas could spiral out of con-
trol due to a lack of
access."The fire department
has acquired smaller fire
engines and also motorbikes
mounted with fire-fighting
capabilities, but these may

not be enough to control a
large fire," he adds.Typically,
a fire-fighting exercise in the
city employs fire tenders and
backup water tankers that
ferry water to the operation
site.
A moderate fire-fighting exer-
cise can require up to a dozen
large trucks to be parked in
the vicinity of the blaze, while
several others ferry water to
the site. A near impossibility
at the Chowk.
Though the fire department
regularly checks water pumps
and the few hydrants that
have been installed in the
area, Patel says that blame is
eventually pinned on his
department in the absence of
Standard Operating
Procedures (SOPs) to be fol-
lowed in fire emergencies.
He laments the lack of civic
participation in the establish-
ment of safety protocols.His
concern is understandable, as
the politically significant trad-
ing class that virtually runs the
Chowk has stonewalled sev-
eral administrative efforts to
free the Bazaar of the chaos
that many say adds to the old-
world charm of this relic from
the city's heritage.

����"�!�1��������

�)����/��
��
)���
�"

�#)�� ��$&%�

Enthralling the audience
with his presentation on
'Career Opportunities in

the USA,' the Dean at Else
School of Management,
Millsaps College, USA, Harvey
Fiser, informed students of
expanding career options in the
sphere of business analytics.
Fiser, who was addressing stu-
dents at Medi-Caps University,
told them that the launch of a
new Amazon Web Services
(AWS) data centre in the USA
would result in the creation of
numerous job opportunities.
Adding depth to the seminar,
Ryan Harp, Graduate Specialist
at Millsaps College, discussed
the cultural differences
between Indian and American
academic systems while inspir-
ing students to embrace glob-
al perspectives and opportuni-
ties.
The distinguished guests were
warmly welcomed by Ravindra
Pathak, along with the Office of
International Affairs team.
Under the leadership of DK
Patnaik, Vice-Chancellor, sev-
eral key university dignitaries
participated in the discussions.
Pramod Nair, Dean of
Engineering; Sanjay Jain, Dean
of Management; Abbas Ali
Kosar, Director of IQAC;
Kalyan Sahu, Head of
Management; and Sunil
Upadhyaya, Professor In-

Charge of Collaboration, also
took part in the event.
These discussions explored
potential avenues for academ-
ic collaboration and joint pro-
grammes between Medi-Caps
University and Millsaps
College.
The event was also attended by
Palash Garg, OSD to the
Chancellor, and Saloni Garg,
Director of Branding, who
expressed their enthusiasm and
appreciation for the collabora-
tive effort.
Prof Neeraj Yadav and Prof
Trapti Mishra extended grati-
tude to the guests and attendees
for making the event a remark-
able success.This event marks
a significant milestone in Medi-
Caps University's journey
towards strengthening global
academic partnerships and cre-
ating transformative opportu-
nities for its students in a
rapidly evolving world.
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AISECT successfully host-
ed a conference focused
on North Eastern States

at Hotel Kamarupa, Ganeshguri,
Guwahati, Assam. The event
brought together policy makers,
educators, industry leaders and
social entrepreneurs to address
the challenges of the region and
explore innovative approaches
for educational and economic
development.
The conference was inaugurat-
ed by Bhabesh Kalita, State
President, BJP Assam. He
emphasized on the transfor-
mational potential of skill
development. 
Other dignitaries present at the
conference included BK Singha,
Director, RDSDE; Hanif
Noorani, ACS, Mission
Director, ASDM; Narendra
Pratap Singh, DGM, Northeast

India, SBI HQ Northeast and
Santosh Chaubey, Chairman,
AISECT Group and Chancellor,
Rabindranath Tagore
University.
The conference also witnessed
the release of AISECT’s North
East Profile and CSR Report
highlighting the work done by
AISECT in skill development
and employment generation.
The highlight of the event was
the exchange of MoUs by
National Centre for Skill
Development and
Entrepreneurship (NCSDE),
thereby strengthening partner-
ships with regional institutions
to enhance skills, education
and entrepreneurship in the
Northeast. 
Additionally, job offer letters
were provided to selected
trained participants, reinforcing
AISECT's commitment to
enhance employability.
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School Education Minister
Uday Pratap Singh has
said that the National

Cadet Corps (NCC) has made
a significant contribution to
making India a powerful
nation. NCC organization is
continuously working to make
school students and youth
disciplined and responsible
citizens. NCC develops the
values ??of national unity,
integrity, communal harmony,
social service, discipline, and
patriotism in the minds of the
students. Minister  Singh was
addressing the 76th
Foundation Day celebrations
of NCC at Shaurya Smarak,
Bhopal today.
School Education Minister
Singh said that there are many
personalities in high posi-
tions in the country, who are
contributing to the building of
the country. All were associ-
ated with NCC in their youth.
He said that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi remained
associated with NCC during
his school education. NCC
events are playing an impor-
tant role in strengthening the
spirit of ‘Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat’. By connecting more
and more youth with NCC, we
can fulfill the Prime Minister’s
dream of a developed India.
Additional Director General

of NCC, Major General
Vikrant M Dumane in his wel-
come address said that NCC
was formed in India in 1948.
NCC is that institution of our
country, which is contributing
a lot in giving a positive direc-
tion to society. NCC is also
continuously working to
develop leadership abilities
and strengthen the spirit of
social service among the stu-
dents.
Presentations of cultural pro-
grammes
On the foundation day of
NCC, cadets presented tribal
folk dances of Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh
region. Students of Carmel
Convent, Bhopal gave a melo-
dious brass band performance
in a disciplined manner. Along
with this, the cadets also pre-

sented the NCC anthem and
the national anthem. At the
end of the progamme, Deputy
Director General Madhya
P r a d e s h - C h h a t t i s g a r h
Brigadier Rajneesh Singh
Gaur said that it is proposed
to establish a Cadet Training
Academy to provide training
to the youth in the state for
which land has also been
allotted. The work of building
construction will start soon.
Along with this, the resresh-
ment allowance and residen-
tial allowance of cadets par-
ticipating in the camp have
also been increased. He said
that continuous efforts are
being made to increase the
number of NCC cadets in
Madhya Pradesh. On this
occasion, NCC cadets donat-
ed blood in the camp.
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Ahealth camp for female
students was organ-
ised by the District

Health Department at
Government Sarojini Naidu
Girls' College on Thursday. 
Over 500 students benefited
from the health screen-
ings.Amid health checks and
consultations, AABHA IDs
were also issued. A mobile
eye van conducted eye tests
for 228 students, two of
whom were diagnosed with
cataracts. Free spectacles were
provided to 43 students.
Chief Medical and Health
Officer Dr Prabhakar Tiwari
informed students about the
programmes being conduct-
ed by the Department of
Public Health and Medical
Education.
College Principal Deepti
Shrivastava and Anita
Chaurasia attended the camp,
along with heads of various
academic departments.
Dr Tiwari spoke about the
importance of vigilance
towards health, including a
balanced diet, exercise, and
regular health check-ups. He
also noted that free iron-
folic acid tablets are being
provided to young girls for
m a n a g i n g
a n a e m i a . S h r i v a s t a v a
expressed gratitude to the
Health Department for
organising the camp.
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In a ground breaking step for
India’s biotechnology sector,

Union Minister Dr. Jitendra
Singh has formally launched
the first indigenous antibiot-
ic ‘Nafithromycin’ for resistant
infections at an event here.
The drug is now awaiting final
approval from the Central
Drugs Standard Control
Organization (CDSCO) for
manufacturing and public use,
marking a major leap forward
in India’s fight against AMR.
The antibiotic has been devel-
oped with the support of
"Biotechnology Industry
Research Assistance Council"
(BIRAC), a unit of the
Department of Biotechnology
and has been brought to mar-
ket under the trade name
"Miqnaf " by pharma company
"Wolkardt".
It is the country's first indige-
nously developed antibiotic
aimed at tackling
Antimicrobial Resistance
(AMR).
This innovation is designed to
treat Community-Acquired
Bacterial Pneumonia (CABP), a

severe illness caused by drug-
resistant bacteria, which dis-
proportionately affects vulner-
able populations, including
children and the elderly as well
as immune compromised hosts
like Patients with Diabetes,
Cancers etc, said the Minister,
as per a statement here.
Dr. Singh described the three-
day treatment regimen of
Nafithromycin as a game-
changer in addressing drug-
resistant pneumonia, a condi-
tion responsible for over two
million deaths globally each
year.
India, which bears 23% of the

world’s community pneumo-
nia burden, faces challenges
with existing treatments,
including widespread resis-
tance to drugs like
azithromycin. The new antibi-
otic is said to be ten times
more effective than current
options and offers a safer,
faster, and more tolerable solu-
tion for patients.
Nafithromycin’s efficacy stands
out as it targets both typical
and atypical pathogens, offer-
ing a potent solution where no
new antibiotic in this class has
been developed worldwide for
over three decades.

Beyond its eff icacy,
Nafithromycin boasts superi-
or safety and tolerability. The
antibiotic has minimal gas-
trointestinal side effects, no
significant drug interactions,
and remains unaffected by
food, making it a versatile
option for patients.
The antibiotics marks a his-
toric breakthrough as the first
new antibiotic in its class to be
developed globally in over 30
years. “This significant mile-
stone comes at a time when
antimicrobial resistance
(AMR) is a growing global
health crisis, with few new
drugs entering the pipeline,”
said the Minister.
The development of
Nafithromycin is a testament
to India’s scientific advance-
ment, offering a much-need-
ed solution to combat multi-
drug-resistant pathogens. Its
innovative design, targeting
both typical and atypical
organisms and its ability to
overcome existing resistance
mechanisms, positions it as a
beacon of hope in the fight
against AMR, with the poten-
tial to save countless lives
worldwide.
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Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Thursday

asserted that India's foreign
policy emphasises respect for
sovereignty, territorial integri-
ty of nations and the prima-
cy of dialogue over conflict
and said as wars intensify, the
world can learn from the
country's age-old principles of
harmony and coexistence.
He also stressed the need for
nations to focus on strategic
security through strong
defence capabilit ies and
underlined that a peaceful
environment is necessary for
growth.
Noting that peace disruption
or conflagration in any part of
the globe has the potential to
upset and unsettle growth, he

said a robust national securi-
ty architecture based on a
clear national security strate-
gy is a precondition for
achieving our developmental
goals.
Delivering a lecture at the
National Defence College
here on ‘India's Core Values,
Interests and Objectives',
Dhankhar underlined that
inclusive development, peace,
and universal well-being,
while nurturing the environ-
ment, is at the heart of Indian
philosophy.
He said India's core values for
ages are the foundation of its
identity and are premised on
its civilisational ethos. In the
present times, they are a blend
of ancient wisdom and
modernity aimed at fructify
people's aspirations.
As the world's largest democ-

racy, the vice president said,
India celebrates its diversity
with several official languages,
multiple religions, and varied
ethnicities canvassed under
one constitution ensuring free-
dom and equality.
In his address, Dhankhar said
India's interests are driven by
the welfare of its people and
global peace while emphasis-
ing that the menace of ter-
rorism and fundamentalism
need to be combated in tan-
dem and togetherness.
Highlighting the nation's
commitment to gender justice
he said, "India is committed to
gender justice, this being vital
to economy and societal val-
ues, as also harmony. This has
resulted in not only the
empowerment of women, it
has graduated to the next
level of women-led growth."
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India and US on Thursday
reviewed the entire spec-

trum of their bilateral defence
ties during talks between
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh and US Secretary of
Defense Lloyd J Austin on the
sidelines of 11th ASEAN
Defence Ministers’ Meeting
(ADMM)-Plus at Vientiane,
Laos.
The two leaders commended
the progress achieved by the
India-US defence partnership,
based on increased opera-
tional coordination, informa-
tion-sharing, and industrial
innovation, defence ministry
said here. 

Both sides recognised the
remarkable progress made
under the US-India Defence
Industrial  Cooperation
Roadmap, including ongoing
collaboration to advance pri-
ority co-production arrange-
ments for jet engines, muni-
tions, and ground mobility
systems.
Rajnath Singh recalled his
recent productive and suc-
cessful visit to the US in
August 2024, wherein two
important documents were
concluded – the Security of
Supplies Agreement (SOSA)
and the Memorandum of
Agreement regarding the
deployment of Liaison
Officers. Both sides welcomed
ongoing efforts to deepen the

military partnership and
interoperability to maintain a
free and open Indo-Pacific.
Drawing attention to the suc-
cessful QUAD Summit attend-
ed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on September
21, 2024,  Rajnath Singh
emphasised the need for both
sides to work together on the
agreed deliverables including
the new regional Maritime
Initiative for Training in the
Indo-Pacific (MAITRI), the
first-ever Quad-at-Sea Ship
Observer Mission, and the
launch of a Quad Indo-Pacific
Logistics Network pilot pro-
ject,  to support civilian
response to natural disasters
more rapidly and efficiently
across the Indo-Pacific region.

Both sides affirmed support to
the growing defence innovation
collaboration between the two
governments, businesses, and
academic institutions fostered
by India-US Defense
Acceleration Ecosystem, by
providing them with more
joint challenges, funding
opportunities and visibility. 
Both leaders agreed to con-
tinue the momentum
achieved in the last two and a
half years through growing
convergence to strategic inter-
ests and enhanced India-US
defence cooperation. Rajnath
Singh expressed gratitude to
Secretary Austin for his
enriching and lasting contri-
bution for deepening and
expanding India-US defence

partnership.
In a social media post, Rajnath
Singh termed Secretary Lloyd
Austin as a great friend to
India, whose contribution
towards strengthening India-
US defence partnership has
been exemplary. He wished
him very best in all his future
endeavours.
In addition to his meeting
with US Secretary of Defense,
Rajnath Singh met Minister of
National Defence, Republic of
Korea Kim Yong Hyun,
Minister for Defence Industry
and Capability Delivery of
Australia Pat Conroy and
Defence Minister of New
Zealand Judith Collins on the
sidelines of the ADMM-Plus
on Thursday.
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Authorities have successful-
ly handled the menace of

hoax bomb calls to airlines and
such calls have reduced.  To a
query about hoax bomb calls,
Civil Aviation Secretary
Vumlunmang Vualnam also
said that authorities have tack-
led them successfully. He fur-
ther said that procedures being
adopted to deal with fog-relat-
ed disruptions have been
streamlined.  
A few weeks back, hundreds of
flights had received bomb
threat calls that later turned out
to be hoaxes. These threats had
significantly impacted flight
operations of various domestic
carriers. "Our security have
tackled this (hoax bomb calls)
and we have seen also that we
have been successful. The num-
bers have now gone down and
from the airport threat assess-
ment committee also, the con-
sultation process has been
streamlined. They have been
made more responsive, (for)
quick response...
"We have successfully handled
the hoax cases so that passen-
gers and flights are not dis-
rupted by hoax calls," Vualnam
said.
As part of preparations for the

fog season during which gen-
erally there are flight disrup-
tions due to low visibility con-
ditions, the secretary said air-
lines have been instructed to
timely inform passengers about
delays or cancellations. "We will
be issuing fresh instructions to
remind airlines and airports for
the arrangements for passen-
gers".
"If there is any unavoidable

delay in flights or cancellations,
the procedures being adopted
have been streamlined... BCAS
has issued the circular and the
drills are taking place. With
this, there will be a better han-
dling of fog season this year,"
he said.
Other steps include allowing

passengers to exit from an air-
craft through an airport depar-

ture gate in case there is a long
delay in operating the flight
after boarding. In this regard,
the Bureau of Civil Aviation
Security (BCAS) had issued a
circular earlier this year.
"Now, with the drills and the

space being earmarked, it has
been activated. It requires hold-
ing areas to be earmarked and
all those things... It will be
applicable everywhere (air-
ports) but Delhi is the top pri-
ority because of the weather
and the volume of people," the
secretary said on the sidelines
of an event in the national cap-
ital.
On Wednesday, Civil Aviation
Minister K Rammohan Naidu
held a review meeting with var-
ious stakeholders on fog pre-
paredness.
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Under the Corporate
Social Responsibility

(CSR) scheme, Powergrid will
revive crematoriums and
graveyards in 658 villages of
four districts of Haryana,
Karnal, Panipat, Rewari and
Kurukshetra, with an amount
of about Rs 50 crore.
For this, a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was
signed between Powergrid
and the Development and
Panchayat Department in the
presence of the Haryana Chief
Minister Naib Singh Saini in
Gurugram on Thursday.
The Chief Minister said that
under the CSR scheme, cor-
porate companies are making
incomparable contributions in

the field of rural development,
which is a commendable step
towards social upliftment.
Commerce, Industry, Forest
and Environment Minister
Rao Narbir  Singh and
Cooperation and Tourism
Minister Dr Arvind Sharma
were also present on this
occasion.
Chairman of Powergrid R.K.
Tyagi said that an amount of
Rs 49.94 crore will be spent
for the revival of these cre-
matoriums and graveyards.
Under the MoU, boundary
walls and paved roads will be
constructed for all these 658
crematoriums and graveyards.
Dr Jai Kishan Abir said that
the population of these 658
villages is around 40 lakh. Rs
10.97 crore will be spent on
the reconstruction of crema-

toriums and graveyards in
198 villages of Karnal district,
Rs 18.46 crore will be spent
on 237 vi l lages in
Kurukshetra district, Rs 5.15
core in 106 villages of Panipat
and Rs 15.37 crore in 117 vil-
lages of Rewari district.
In Haryana, a CSR Board
was constituted in November
2018,  which was made
Haryana State CSR Trust
under the chairmanship of the
Chief Minister in March 2021.
"Development works worth
Rs 750 crore have been done
in the state under the Social
Participation Program from
November 2018 to March
2024. In the current financial
year, development works
worth Rs 350 crore will be
done under this scheme," CM
Saini said.
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Opposition members on
Thursday demanded

extension of the tenure of the
Joint Committee on Waqf
Amendment Bill, contending
that they need more time to
study the changes to the draft
legislation.
At a meeting of the commit-
tee, Chairman and BJP mem-
ber Jagdambika Pal
announced that Thursday's
meeting would be the last sit-
ting of the panel and a draft
report would be circulated to
the members shortly.
This led to protests by the
Opposition members who
resorted to sloganeering and
some of them called Lok
Sabha Speaker Om Birla and
sought his intervention in
the matter.
The committee has been
asked by the Lok Sabha to
submit its report on the last
day of the first week of the
winter session of Parliament
beginning Monday.
The government has already
listed the Waqf (Amendment)
Bill for consideration and

passage in the Winter session
"after the report of the joint
committee is presented to the
Lok Sabha".
In the past too, opposition
members on the panel have
accused Pal, a BJP MP, of
doing the government's bid-
ding. They had earlier even
threatened to disassociate
themselves with the panel's
work.
Their main concern was the
frequent day-long meetings of
the panel which did not allow
them to prepare adequately
and had accused Pal of "bull-
dozing proceedings" by not
consulting them in picking on
whom to call to depose.
Several opposition members
of the committee had earlier
too approached Speaker Birla
against Pal.
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The red carpet was rolled
but the tent wallah was

summoned to take away the
carpet that was brought in to
greet senior Congress leaders
invited for the MPCC execu-
tive meet, as none of them
turned up.
Madhya Pradesh Congress
committee president Jitu
Patwari continues to face the
ire from senior party leaders
and their camps after the
State executive body was
declared in first week of
November.
At least six leaders have
already expressed their
annoyance over inclusion if
their names at lower posts
and submitted resignations.
After the announcement of a
jumbo executive body, the
first meeting of the new body
was convened on Thursday,
which met in the absence of
all senior party leaders from
Madhya Pradesh. Former
chief ministers Kamal Nath
and Digvijay Singh did not
attend the meeting claiming
that they had to attend a
meeting in New Delhi, while

Leader of the Opposition on
the State Assembly Umang
Singhar cited the reason of
being sick.
Other senior leaders Jay
Singh,  Arun Yadav and
Deputy Leader  of  the
Opposition in the State
Assembly Hemant Katare
maintained distance with an
excuse that it is a marriage
season. Besides, Congress
legis lator  from Bhopal
Central also remained absent.
Since, it was the first State

executive meeting, All India
Congress Committee (AICC)
General Secretary and in-
charge of Madhya Pradesh
Bhanwar Jitendra Singh was
present and he addressed the
new member of the body.
Notably, former chief minis-
ter Kamal Nath had remained
absent from the campaigning
in the Budhni and Vijaypur
assembly by-elections in the
State stating that he was sick.
However, soon after the
polling on November 13,

Nath celebrated his birthday
at Bhopal and Chhindwara
with a show of strength.
When he was in Bhopal,
Leader if the Opposition
&mang Singhar had reached
Chhindwara and thus he
failed to meet Nath. Just the
next day, on November 19,
Jitu Patwari celebrated his
birthday in Bhopal, but both
Nath and Sighar maintained
a distance from them, they
did not even post their mes-
sage on social media.
While talking to media per-
sons, Bhanwar Jitendra Singh
said that those could not
reach would attend the meet-
ing through video confer-
encing. On the other hand, a
local leader said that they
have been informed that
those senior leaders remained
absent would attend the meet
on second day, on Friday.
Furthermore,  two-term
Congress legislator and son of
senior party leaders Digvijay
Singh, Jaivardhan Singh
attended the Hindu yatra
being taken out by Pandit
Dheerendra Shastr i  at
Bageshwar Dham in
Chhatarpur district.
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The stage is all set for the
formal launch of the Rs

330 crore Tidel Park at
Pattabiram here to foster
development of information
technology in northern Tamil
Nadu, the state government
said on Thursday.
The project established on an
area of 11.41 acres in neigh-
bouring Thiruvallur district
will employ 5,000 to 6,000
people in the initial phase in
the IT/ITeS sector.
"The project aims to bring
information technology devel-
opment to the cities in the
northern part of Tamil Nadu.
The complex with a floor area
of 5.57 lakh square feet and 21
floors, will be inaugurated on

November 22 by the Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu (M K
Stalin)," a release here said.
The building has all the neces-
sary facilities for IT companies
to function such as modern
telecommunication facilities,
uninterrupted high-voltage
three-phase power connec-
tions and electrical drive facil-
ities, elevators, sanitary facili-
ties, fire safety, and building
management facilities, CCTV
cameras, 24X7 security, a
restaurant, and a gymnasium.
"The building will house 6,000
IT professionals and has been
built according to green build-
ing guidelines," the release
said.
With the establishment of this
new Tidel Park, the educated
youth of the northern part of

Tamil Nadu, especially the
surrounding districts includ-
ing Thiruvallur, will get
employment and the socio-
economic status of these dis-
tricts will improve, the release
added.
The chief minister will also
issue orders for the allotment
of sites in the park to various
private IT companies during
the opening ceremony.
Also, Stalin would inaugurate
the Precision Engineering and
Technology Centre at SIDCO
Industrial Estate,
T h i r u m u d i v a k k a m ,
Kancheepuram district, which
has been set up at an estimat-
ed cost of Rs 18.18 crore.
Young engineers and college
students would benefit from
this project.
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Avoter turnout of around
63.91 per cent was

recorded in the by-elections
to Punjab's four assembly
segments with the
Gidderbaha segment record-
ing the highest polling at
81.90 per cent, officials said
on Thursday.
Polling for the bypolls to the
Gidderbaha, Dera Baba
Nanak, Chabbewal (SC) and
Barnala assembly segments
took place on Wednesday.
The by-elections were
necessitated after the
incumbent legislators were
elected to the Lok Sabha.
Of the 6.96 lakh eligible
voters in these four assembly
segments, 4.45 lakh voters,
including 2.15 lakh women,
cast their votes, according to
officials.
The Gidderbaha segment
recorded 81.90 percent
polling, Dera Baba 64.01
percent, Barnala 56.34

percent and Chabbewal
53.43 percent, they said.
In the 2022 assembly polls,
Gidderbaha had recorded
84.93 voter turnout, Dera
Baba Nanak 73.70 percent,
Barnala 71.45 percent and
Chabbewal 71.19 percent.
The main contesting
political outfits in the
bypolls were the Aam Aadmi
Party, Congress and BJP. 
The Shiromani Akali Dal did
not fight the elections.

Among the key contestants
in the fray were former
Punjab finance minister
Manpreet Singh Badal,
Kewal Singh Dhillon, Sohan
Singh Thandal and
Ravikaran Singh Kahlon
(BJP), Amrita Warring and
Jatinder Kaur (Congress),
and Hardeep Singh Dimpy
Dhillon and Ishank Kumar
Chabbewal (AAP).
Amrita Warring is the wife
of the Congress' Punjab
chief and Ludhiana MP
Amrinder Singh Raja
Warring.
Jatinder Kaur is the spouse
of Gurdaspur MP and
former deputy chief minister
Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa.
The AAP currently has 91
MLAs in the 117-member
Punjab Assembly, while the
Congress has 15. 
The Shiromani Akali Dal
has three MLAs, BJP two
and the Bahujan Samaj Party
one.
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Manipur Assembly's 10
Kuki MLAs, including

seven of the state's ruling
BJP-led al l iance,  have
demanded that AFSPA be
extended to the entire state to
recover looted arms.
The Centre on November 14
reimposed the Armed
Forces Special Powers Act
(AFSPA) in Manipur's six
police station areas,
including the violence-hit
Jiribam, with the Union
Home Ministry asserting
that the decision was taken
given the "continuous
volatile situation" there due
to ethnic strife.
In a joint statement, the 10
Kuki MLAs said, "The
imposition of AFSPA as per
orders dated 14 November,
2024 indeed needs
immediate review to extend
the Act in the remaining 13
police jurisdictions."

They asserted that AFSPA
should be imposed in the
entire state in order to
facilitate the recovery of the
"more than 6,000
sophisticated weapons"
looted by Meiteis since May
3 last year as it is a long
overdue action required to
contain the violence.
Ethnic violence between
Meities and Kukis began on
May 3, 2023, after a 'Tribal
Solidarity March' was
organised in the state's hill
districts to protest the Meitei
community's demand for
Scheduled Tribe (ST) status.
More than 220 people have
been killed in the violence
since then.
The central and state
governments must take all
necessary steps to restore
peace and normalcy in
Manipur by initiating
political dialogue to bring
lasting peace to the troubled
region, according to the

statement of the Kuki
legislators including five of
the BJP and two of JD(U).
The 10 tribal legislators also
criticised the resolution
adopted by the MLAs of the
ruling BJP-led NDA in
Manipur, calling for a "mass
operation" against the Kuki
militants responsible for
killing three women and
three children in Jiribam
district within seven days.
The Kuki legislators alleged
that the resolution was
"divisive, one-sided and
communal".
They also claimed that the
resolution seeking the
handing over of cases
relating to the death of six
civilians to NIA "smacks of a
communalised state".
"We recommend that all
civilian killings from the 3rd
of May, 2023, both in the
valley and hills be handed
over to the NIA," they
added.
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Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) on

Thursday said it has signed
an Implementat ion
Agreement (IA) with
Australian Space Agency
(ASA) for further strength-
ening of cooperation in space
activities between the two
countries. 
The IA enables cooperation
between both space agencies
on crew and crew module
recovery for Gaganyaan
missions, the country's first
crewed spaceflight program,
it said. 
The IA was signed by D K
Singh, Director, Human
Space Flight Centre (HSFC)
on ISRO's side at Bengaluru
and Jarrod Powell, General
Manager, Space Capability
Branch, on ASA's side at
Canberra on November 20,
the space agency said in a
statement.

ISRO has embarked on the
Human Spaceflight
"Gaganyaan" programme
with an objective of
demonstrating capability to
carryout Low Earth Orbit in
an Indian Crew Module
with up to three crew
members onboard, for up to
three days and to safely
recover the module. 
The IA enables the
Australian authorities to
work with Indian
authorities to ensure
support for search and
rescue of crew and recovery
of crew module as part of a
contingency plan for ascent
phase that aborts near
Australian waters, ISRO
said. India and Australia are
enduring strategic partners
and both space agencies are
working closely and are
committed to explore
current and future
collaboration activities, it
said.

���#

 �#
.)�)
 ��,
��
�3
�$�@
%3

Haryana Chief Secretary
Vivek Joshi on Thursday

reviewed the progress of nine
infrastructure projects cur-
rently underway in the state
with an anticipated invest-
ment of Rs 58,274.05 crore.
Reviewing the projects listed
in the Project Monitoring
Group (PMG) at a state-level

meeting here, Joshi held
detailed discussions with the
concerned deputy
commissioners via video
conferencing along with
senior officials of NHAI,
power, public works, health,
and medical education
departments.
Expressing satisfaction over
the progress of work, the
chief secretary directed the
concerned deputy
commissioners to resolve the
pending issues within the
stipulated time frame, an
official statement said.
Reviewing the Delhi-
Amritsar-Katra Expressway
project, Joshi directed the
Kaithal district
administration to complete
the possession of a 30-metre
strip at Kharak Pandwa
village in Kalayat by
December-end. The four-
lane greenfield project is
being implemented under

the Bharatmala Pariyojana in
Haryana, the statement said.
Joshi also reviewed the
construction of greenfield
connectivity to the Jewar
Airport from the DND-
F a r i d a b a d - B a l l a b h g a r h
Bypass KMP Link and
directed the district
administration of Faridabad
"to remove the bottlenecks"
within a month so that the
project is completed
expeditiously.
Travel time will be reduced
significantly for the traffic
originating from south
Delhi, Faridabad and
Gurugram to Agra and
beyond on completion of the
project, the statement said.
On land allotment for a 150-
bed ESIC Hospital in
Sonipat, the chief secretary
directed the district
administration to hold
discussions with the
Haryana State Industrial and

Infrastructure Development
Corporation (HSIIDC) and
find a suitable piece of land
at the earliest.
Regarding the construction
of a 100-bed ESI Hospital in
Hisar, officials informed
Joshi that the letter for
allotment of land for the
hospital has been sent to the
concerned authority.
Citing encroachment on the
land allotted for the
construction an AIIMS at
Majra in Rewari district, the
concerned deputy
commissioner informed the
meeting that the Indian
Railways has assured to clear
the encroachment within 15
days.
On the status of the Eastern
Dedicated Freight Corridor,
the Yamunanagar deputy
commissioner assured that
the issue of land
compensation will be
resolved at the earliest.
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Assam Rifles in collabora-
tion with Mizoram Police

seized banned
Methamphetamine tablets
and heroin worth over Rs 86
crore in two separate opera-
tions in Champhai district
and two Myanmar nationals
were arrested in one of these
connections,    an official
statement said on Thursday.
A joint team of Assam Rifles
and state police launched an
operation in a village on
Wednesday after security
forces received information
about the movement of a
suspicious consignment
across the Tiau river along
the India-Myanmar border.
During the operation, the
traffickers escaped from the
spot but the consignment
was seized,  the Assam
Rifles statement said.
During the search, 28.52
kilograms of
Methamphetamine tablets
worth Rs 85.56 crore were
recovered, it said.
Methamphetamine tablets,
also called 'crazy drug', have
been banned in India.
In another operation in the
district,          a woman and
a man, both residents of
Myanmar, were arrested
after 52-gram heroin worth
Rs 39 lakh was seized from
their possession, the
statement said.
One motorcycle used for
transporting the narcotics
substance was also seized, it
added.
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At least seven people were
killed and several others

injured on Thursday after a
Patna-bound bus with pas-
sengers on board overturned
in Jharkhand's Hazaribag dis-
trict, police said.
The accident occurred near
Gorhar Police Station area,
around 50 km away from
district headquarters, when
the bus overturned while
negotiating a sharp bend, a
senior officer said.
"Seven deaths have been
confirmed so far. 
Some more people may be
trapped in the bus,"
Hazaribag SP Arvind Kumar
Singh told PTI.
There were about 50
passengers on the bus which
was going to Patna from
Kolkata when the accident
took place, another officer
said.

Motichand Prasad, a
passenger of the bus, said
his wife Rajkumari Prasad
was killed in the accident.
"We were asleep when the
accident occurred in the
morning. We boarded the
bus in Kolkata on
Wednesday for Bihar,"
Prasad, a resident of Bihar's
Gopalganj, said.
Another passenger from
Bihar Sharif Ganesh Kumar

said that the accident took
place around 6 AM.
"There were around 50
passengers on the bus. 
As the driver negotiated a
sharp bend, he lost control
over the bus and the vehicle
overturned," Kumar said.
A police official on the spot
said that around 10 people
of those injured in the
accident are in critical
condition.
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The Gujarat BJP govern-
ment has declared 'The

Sabarmati Report' Hindi film,
based on the Godhra train
burning incident of 2002, as
tax-free in the state, officials
said on Thursday.
Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel took the decision after
watching the movie at a
multiplex here on Wednesday
night, an official release said.
Patel watched the film along
with its producer Ekta
Kapoor, veteran Bollywood
star Jitendra, movie's actress

Riddhi Dogra and Gujarat
Minister of State for Home
Harsh Sanghavi, it said.
"The chief minister has
praised the movie and made it
tax-free in Gujarat," the
release said.
Gujarat is the fifth BJP-ruled
state to give tax-free status to
the Vikrant Massey-starrer
film, which released in
theatres last week.
Earlier this week, Rajasthan,
Haryana, Chhattisgarh and
Madhya Pradesh declared the
movie as tax-free, which will
effectively reduce its ticket
prices.
On February 27, 2002, 59
persons, mostly kar sevaks,
were killed when a coach of
the Sabarmati Express train
was set afire near Godhra
station in Gujarat, triggering
widespread riots in the state.
Notably, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah
were among the leaders who
had praised the movie.
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The mother of JD(U)
MLA Kh Joykishan

Singh in Manipur has
lodged a complaint,
alleging that Rs 18 lakh
in cash and jewellery
items worth Rs 1.5 crore
were looted by a mob
that vandalised the leg-
islator's residence on
November 16, police said
on Thursday
Several items kept at the
MLA's residence in
West Imphal's
Thangmeiband area for
internally displaced
people were also
destroyed during the
attack, a senior officer
said.
"The mother of
T h a n g m e i b a n d
constituency legislator
Kh Joykishan Singh
filed a complaint with
the Imphal Police
Station that Rs 18 lakh
in cash and several
valuable items worth Rs

1.5 crore were looted
and destroyed during a
mob attack. 
An FIR has been
registered," the police
officer told PTI.
The mob vandalised the
residence of the
legislator for about two
hours on the November

16 evening, he said.
Notably, the MLA was
in Delhi due to medical
treatment for one of his
family members when
the mob attacked his
residence last week.
An internally displaced
person, staying in a
relief camp set up at

Tombisana Higher
Secondary School in
Thangmeiband, a few
meters away from the
residence of Joykishan,
said, "Vegetables like
potatoes and onions,
and other items such as
winter clothes were
kept for people like us. 

All these materials were
looted."
"We urged the mob not
to vandalise the
residence of the MLA as
several items meant for
distribution among
displaced people were
kept there," Sanayai, a
volunteer who manages
the relief camp under
the supervision of
Joykishan, said.
Lockers, electronics
goods and furniture
were vandalised, she
claimed, adding that the
mob attempted to take
away three air
conditioners but failed.
Seven gas cylinders
were also taken away by
the mob, she claimed. 
Documents of
internally displaced
people were also
destroyed during the
attack, Sanayai said.
The mob also pushed
internally displaced
people and one of the
volunteers there was

injured after being
beaten up, she claimed.
Houses of several
legislators in Manipur
were vandalised as
violence escalated last
week after three women
and three children
belonging to the Meitei
community had gone
missing from a relief
camp in Jiribam district
following a gunfight
between security forces
and suspected Kuki-Zo
militants that resulted
in the deaths of 10
insurgents on
November 11.
Bodies of those six were
later found over the
past few days.
More than 220 people
have been killed and
thousands rendered
homeless in ethnic
violence between
Imphal Valley-based
Meiteis and adjoining
hills-based Kuki-Zo
groups since May last
year.
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Former Vice President M
Venkaiah Naidu on

Thursday stressed the need for
going back to the roots of
Indian culture and encourag-
ing its languages.
Speaking after inaugurating
an exhibition here organised
as part of LokManthan-2024,
a colloquium of "nationalist
thinkers", Naidu said there is
a necessity that everyone
should again start following
"our traditions, culture and
dressing".
Asserting that 'Sanatana
Dharma' is superior, Naidu
said Hindu Dharma is so
sacred that the people feed
ants, snakes and worship
trees and cattle also.
"Please observe where we are
going from there. 
The Englishmen came and
invaded us. 
They not only looted us but
took away our diamonds and
other valuables. 
Not only that, they also

"robbed" some of our
people's minds. 
That's the reason there are
changes in us (with respect to
practising culture and
traditions) today," he said.
He advised the youngsters to
be friendly with nature.
Naidu further emphasised
the importance of practising
yoga to become physically fit
and mentally alert and
pointed out that the ancient
practice has no religion.
On LokManthan, Naidu said

the underlying idea of this
event is to decolonise the
minds of Indians and to
foster a sense of pride and
commitment to Bharatiya
intellectual discourse,
culture, heritage, music and
dance. "That is the purpose
of this programme. 
It's a noble idea behind the
programme," he said. Union
Minister G Kishan Reddy
was also present.
President Droupadi Murmu
will inaugurate LokManthan-

2024 on November 22.
Organised by Prajna Pravah,
an organisation of 'nation-
first' intellectuals,
researchers, and
academicians, the event will
feature debates on various
topics as well as cultural
programmes.
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, RSS
chief Mohan Bhagwat, and
other dignitaries are also
expected to attend the event
to be held till November 24.
Delegates from foreign
countries, including groups
that follow pre-Abrahamic
traditions, will also
participate and perform
cultural dances and other
exhibitions. 
The Yazidis, who faced
attacks by ISIS, are also
expected to attend the
conference, the organisers
said.
LokManthan, a biennial
event, was previously held in
Bhopal, Ranchi, and
Guwahati, starting in 2016.
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Amid an escalation in vio-
lence in Manipur, eight

companies of the Central
Armed Police Force (CAPF)
have reached the state capital
Imphal, and these forces will be
deployed in sensitive and fringe
areas, an official said.
These forces arrived in
Imphal on Wednesday, a day
after another batch of 11
companies of CAPF reached
the state.
"Four companies each of
CRPF and BSF will be
deployed in sensitive and
fringe areas of the state," the
official said.
Of the CRPF companies, one
belongs to the Mahila
Battalion.
The Centre recently
announced that 50 fresh
companies of CAPF would be
deployed in Manipur.
Violence has escalated in the

state as offices of the Congress
and the BJP have been
ransacked in the hill district
of Jiribam last week.
The incidents occurred after

mobs set fire to the residences
of three BJP legislators, one of
whom is a senior minister,
and a Congress MLA in
various districts of Imphal

Valley where an indefinite
curfew has been clamped.
Security forces also foiled the
attempt of the agitators to
storm the ancestral residence
of Manipur Chief Minister N
Biren Singh on Saturday
evening.
The violence escalated after
three women and three
children belonging to the
Meitei community had gone
missing from a relief camp in
Jiribam district after a
gunfight between security
forces and suspected Kuki-Zo
militants that resulted in the
deaths of 10 insurgents on
November 11.
Bodies of those six were later
found over the past few days.
More than 220 people have
been killed and thousands
rendered homeless in ethnic
violence between Imphal
Valley-based Meiteis and
adjoining hills-based Kuki-Zo
groups since May last year.

Centre deploys additional forces
to quell Manipur violence
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Each month, countless
individuals contribute a
significant portion of

their earnings to the govern-
ment, with the expectation
that it will deliver essential
services and build a nation
worthy of our pride. Despite
decades of commitments and
the collection of hundreds of
billions in taxes, numerous
regions still suffer from
shockingly inadequate basic
infrastructure. Educational
institutions lack adequate
teaching personnel, public
healthcare facilities consis-
tently face shortages in sup-
plies, and the sanitation sys-
tem remains in its early devel-
opmental phase. What is the
reason for this recurring
issue? Is the hard-earned
money of taxpayers truly
being utilised efficiently, or is
it time for citizens to demand
more accountability?
The irony lies in the fact that
the middle-class sector shoul-
ders the weight of taxes, yet
they find themselves unable
to reap the rewards of the ser-
vices those taxes are intend-
ed to provide. Government
schools are supposed to deliv-
er affordable and quality edu-
cation; however, many lack
essential facilities like toilets,

adequate classrooms and
dedicated teachers. Instead,
middle-class families find
themselves having to extend
their budgets to enrol their
children in private schools.
Government hospitals, which
are meant to provide free
health care, are often over-
crowded, dirty and severely
lacking in staff. The middle
class has ultimately turned
away from these facilities,
leading them to seek costly
private care—where once
more, their taxes and the
expected refunds were meant
to support them.
Each year, governments
amass billions in tax revenue,
yet a significant portion fre-
quently gets redirected to
non-essential projects,
bureaucratic inefficiencies,
or, even more troubling, cor-

ruption. Extravagant gov-
ernment offices, regular over-
seas travel for officials and
inadequately planned infra-
structure initiatives consume
resources that ought to be
allocated to enhancing pub-
lic services. Systemic leakages
in public sector spending
result in a significant portion
of the allocated budget failing
to reach those it was meant
to benefit. It is not merely a
matter of inefficiency; it rep-
resents a profound betrayal of
public trust.
Taxpayers deserve clarity and
results. Therefore, it is essen-
tial for governments to create
detailed spending break-
downs that enable citizens to
follow the flow of their funds.
It is essential for govern-
ments to reassess their spend-
ing priorities. Rather than
focussing on grand symbol-
ic infrastructure projects,
efforts will be directed
towards grassroots enhance-
ments—cleaning hospitals,
recruiting skilled teachers,
and ensuring proper sanita-
tion in every school.
Technology can play a crucial
role in monitoring advance-
ments on extensive spread-
sheets and digital platforms,
highlighting areas that

require urgent focus.
The key takeaway is the
importance of civic engage-
ment. People must insist on
greater accountability from
those they elect. Advocacy,
community assessments, and
exerting influence can indeed
compel a government to
establish fundamental infra-
structure for the public. If the
government disregards the
opinions of the taxpayer, the
collective voting strength and
lobbying activities can convey
a different kind of message.
Public funds should serve as
a means for advancing the
nation, rather than being
squandered on wasteful
expenditures or corrupt prac-
tices. The true measure of a
nation’s greatness lies not in
its towering skyscrapers or
grand monuments, but in the
care and support it provides
to its people. Quality educa-
tion, hygienic healthcare
facilities, and essential sani-
tation are not privileges—
they are basic entitlements.
Now is the moment to hold
the influential responsible
for fulfilling their commit-
ments.

(The author is a motivator
and a freelance writer; views

are personal)
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Haripur through violent agitations. In fact,
the state governments and leadership of
CPI(M) and TMC have been confronta-
tional with Union Governments on set-
ting up industries. The leftist agenda aims
to weaken India and is subservient to the
interests of China. The vote bank politics
of CPI(M) and TMC have failed the state.
Lakhs of youth have migrated to the other
states for jobs. 
The infrastructure of the state is in the
worst condition and the political ecosys-
tem thrives on violence. Therefore, alter-
native leadership outside CPI(M) and
TMC has not emerged. Mamata Banerjee’s
leadership is more leftist than the
Communist leadership of CPI(M) and
CPI. Bengal is badly bruised on econo-
my and GST and  income tax collections
are some of the poorest in the country
with the size and population of the state.
The successive governments of CPI and
TMC have been oppressive, as evident
from the recurrent violence in all Lok
Sabha, Assembly, and Panchayat elections.
A poor state with potential to be the most
developed is very unfortunate for the

country. Bengali people deserve a better
life and opportunity to grow.

Vinod Johri  | Delhi
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Madam —As Maharashtra hurtles toward
a critical election, a political firestorm has
engulfed the state, with BJP veteran
Vinod Tawde and Bahujan Vikas Aghadi
(BVA) leader Hitendra Thakur locked in
a battle of accusations and counter-
claims. Tawde, long embroiled in contro-
versies and estranged from BJP heavy-
weight Devendra Fadnavis, has found
himself at the epicentre of fresh allegations
of voter bribery. In Virar, BVA workers
alleged that Tawde was caught red-hand-
ed with Rs 9.93 lakh in cash, sparking
chaos. Thakur, claiming Tawde also pos-
sessed Rs 5 crore in cash and incriminat-
ing diaries listing names for monetary dis-
tribution, led the charge, insisting the BJP
was attempting to buy its way to victory. 

Dorai Ramani Suresh | Mumbai
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Madam — The National Green Tribunal
has ordered Varanasi DM to put up a
board as the Ganga is not fit for bathing.
It is unfortunate. Ganga is a lifeline to tens
of millions of people who live in its basin
and depend on it for their daily life. But
in the recent years, the Ganga has become
not suitable for drinking purposes and
more pathetically for bathing too since it
is severely polluted with human waste and
industrial contaminants. Three quarters
of sewage from the northern plains is dis-
charged into the Ganga without treatment. 
The Central Pollution Control Board
states that BOD levels should be less than
3 mg per litre for bathing, but in the
Ganges, BOD levels can be up to 6.4 mg
per litre. 
Therefore, swimming in the river, which
has high levels of harmful bacteria and
toxic chemicals, can increase the chance
of developing diseases like viral fever, nau-
sea, typhoid, hepatitis, gastroenteritis
and so on. The Ganga Action Plan was
launched in 1985 with the aim of improv-
ing water quality through interception,
diversion and treatment of domestic
sewage and to prevent toxic and indus-
trial chemical wastes from identified
polluting units from entering the Ganga
should be strictly implemented. The
Namami Ganga project was launched in
2014 with the objective of effective abate-
ment of pollution, conservation and reju-
venation of the Ganga should be given life. 

P Victor Selvaraj | Tirunelveli
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Madam — The article ‘West Bengal’s lost
opportunity’ (November 20), rehashes the
genesis of Bengal’s apathy for industry for
decades and its doomed economy. The
militancy of trade unionism under
CPI(M) and TMC regimes has left Bengal
de-industrialised for over five decades.
CPI(M) and TMC are synonyms as the
leftist cadre of CPI(M) has shifted en-
masse to TMC. Besides Tata Nano and
Haringhata Dairy, the successive govern-
ments had opposed the Nuclear plant in
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deliver large-scale infra-
structure projects, attract
investments, and create jobs
makes it indispensable to
state governments, including
those led by Congress. Yet,
instead of owning this real-
ity, Congress chooses to vil-
ify Adani on the national
stage, using him as a conve-
nient punching bag to score
political points against the
BJP.
It’s a strategy designed to

mask its complicity while
hoping voters don’t notice
the glaring contradictions.
Rahul Gandhi, in particular,
has made Adani the center-
piece of his attacks on Modi,
framing the group as a ben-
eficiary of crony capitalism.
But his rhetoric collapses
under scrutiny. Congress’s
historical  and ongoing
engagement with Adani
exposes its attacks as hollow.
If Congress truly believes
Adani is emblematic of
everything wrong with
India’s economic system,
why does it continue to
facilitate his projects in
Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh and
Himachal Pradesh? Why
does it refuse to acknowl-
edge its role in Adani’s rise,
from land allocations in the
1990s to the financial wind-

falls his group enjoyed dur-
ing UPA rule?
The answer lies in political
expediency. Adani Group’s
growth and expansion have
not been limited to any sin-
gle political party or govern-
ment. The conglomerate has
secured projects, invest-
ments, and approvals from
governments led by
Congress, regional parties,
and other opposition parties
across various states. But at
the state level, where gover-
nance realities take prece-
dence over rhetoric, the
result is a schizophrenic
approach that undermines
whatever credibil ity
Congress hopes to claim in
its critique of crony capital-
ism.
This duplicity isn’t just bad
politics; it’s bad for India.
Congress’s selective outrage
over Adani distracts from
the real issues of economic
concentration and regulato-
ry capture. While concerns
about corporate influence
on politics are valid and
must be addressed, it is cru-
cial to have a balanced and
fact-based perspective on
the issue. Worse, it perpet-
uates the very system it
claims to oppose, enabling
Adani’s expansion while pre-

tending to stand against it.
For Congress, the cost of this
hypocrisy is more than just
bad optics—it’s a loss of
trust. Voters are not blind to
the contradictions between
what Congress says and
what it does. Rahul Gandhi’s
crusade against Adani might
make for compelling head-
lines, but it rings hollow
when Congress-ruled states
continue to partner with the
group. This gap between
rhetoric and reality exposes
Congress as a party more
interested in political oppor-
tunism than principled
opposition.
The people of India are wise
enough to see through the
opposition’s double stan-
dards and political oppor-
tunism. They understand
that the BJP government
has always prioritised the
nation’s interests and has
worked tirelessly to pro-
mote inclusive growth and
development. We will con-
tinue to focus on our agen-
da of good governance, eco-
nomic reforms, and social
welfare, regardless of the
opposition’s baseless attacks
and allegations.
(The writer is BJP national

spokesperson; views are
personal)
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The relationship
between the
Congress Party and
the Adani Group is a
masterclass in polit-

ical hypocrisy. For all its vocal
criticisms of the Adani-BJP
nexus, Congress’s historical
and current actions tell a differ-
ent story—one of close collab-
oration and mutual benefit.
While Rahul Gandhi and his
party present themselves as
crusaders against crony capital-
ism, the truth is that Congress
has been instrumental in the
growth of the Adani empire. If
anything, Congress’s attacks
on Adani only serve to high-
light its duplicity.
Adani’s early growth can be
traced back to the 1990s when
the Congress Party was in
power. In 1993, under the
Chimanbhai Patel-led Congress
government in Gujarat, Adani
was granted land at just 10
paise per square meter for his
Mundra Port project. Further
land allocations were made by
Shanker Singh Vaghela, who
was supported by the Congress
Party. Interestingly, only about
a third of Adani’s total land
acquisitions in Gujarat
occurred during Modi’s tenure
as Chief Minister.
Despite Rahul Gandhi’s relent-
less attacks on Adani,
Congress-ruled states continue
to roll out the red carpet for the
conglomerate. In Rajasthan,
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot’s
government has signed agree-
ments with Adani for a massive
10,000 MW solar power project
and handed over operational
control of Jaipur International
Airport. 
In Chhattisgarh, Bhupesh
Baghel’s administration has
approved Adani’s role as a
Mine Developer and Operator
for coal blocks, while Himachal
Pradesh’s Congress Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu brokered a deal to
reopen Adani-owned cement
plants. These are not isolated
incidents but part of a broad-
er trend where Congress gov-
ernments actively court the
same group their leaders lam-
bast at the national level.
This two-faced approach isn’t
just political theatre—it’s deeply
cynical. The group’s ability to
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Arecent International
Labour Organisation
and Niti Aayog report

shows that less than 50 per
cent of women are in the
labour force in India, com-
pared to 80 per cent of men,
and this proportion has not
increased since 1990. 
India is presently realising a
demographic dividend, with
the largest number of the
young working population
in the age group of 15-34.
The above trend in women’s
labour market participation
has serious implications for
the economy, indicating a
need for transition.
The Periodic Labour Force
Survey (PLFS) conducted
by the Ministry of Statistics
& P r o g r a m m e
Implementation (MoSPI),
presents a slightly optimistic

picture, where women’s par-
ticipation in the labour
force has notably increased
to 37 per cent from 23.3 per
cent in 2017-18. 
Although growing, these fig-
ures are disgracefully low
compared to 69 per cent in
China and 57 per cent in
Bangladesh. A similar com-
parison of female literacy
rate in India with Sri Lanka,
China, South Africa and
Russia between 2011-2021

shows a remarkable growth
from 59.28 per cent to 69
per cent for India, but it is
way below all other coun-
tries where the figure is
greater than 90 per cent, due
to their dedicated efforts to
female literacy. 
The female labour supply
traces a U-shaped curve to
economic growth in many
developed countries imply-
ing an initial fall in the sup-
ply with an increase in the
GDP of the country, but
later showing a positive
trend. However, in India,
this upward trend is not
realised implying that eco-
nomic growth has not gen-
erated adequate jobs for
women. 
According to the OECD
report (2019), women in
India spend on average 352

minutes a day on unpaid
work as against 52 minutes
by men. The division
emphasises that a woman’s
“appropriate” role may be
dominated by patriarchal
structures, societal expecta-
tions, and traditional bias,
and are restricted to care-
givers and homemakers. 
There is also a considerable
gender-based wage gap of
about INR 4,014. On aver-
age, men earn INR 12,048
per month while women
earn INR 8,034, or about 33
per cent less than men. 
This illustrates the stereo-
types and gender biases that
affect employment decisions,
promotions, and wage nego-
tiations. Recently, Indian
policymakers and govern-
ment have undertaken sev-
eral initiatives and schemes

to raise the status of women
with better access, elimi-
nating barriers, and gender
parity in the educational
system.

Programmes like Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan, Beti
Bachao-Beti Padhao, and
the National Programme for
Education of Girls  at

Elementary Level (NPEGEL)
aim to combat gender bias,
guarantee inclusive educa-
tion, and improve access to
education for all. 
The Central  Board of
Secondar y Education
(CBSE) also introduced the
“Udaan Scheme” in 2022 to
encourage and facilitate
female students to pursue
higher education in Science,
Technology, Engineering,
and Mathematics (STEM)
fields.
This is relevant as the Indian
global compatibility centres
(GCCs) show only 6.7 per
cent of women in executive
roles and 5.1 per cent in
deep tech organisations.
According to the World
Economic Forum’s annual
Gender Gap Report 2023,
India ranks 127 out of 146

countries in terms of gender
parity, an improvement of
eight places from 2022. The
underutilised talents and
unrealised potential and
skills of women are crucial
for redeeming the benefits
of demographic dividend. 
A comprehensive strategy
including education beyond
secondary schooling with a
focus on skill development
can design a long-term
employment-oriented devel-
opment strategy, acting as a
catalyst in achieving goals as
set under United Nation’s
Sustainable Development
Goals.

(Kajleen is an assistant
professor at Sri Guru

Gobind Singh College of
Commerce, Delhi
University; Views 

are personal) 
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ficient collateral, lack of knowl-
edge about government support,
and high borrowing costs compli-
cate access to funding for MSMEs.
Unlike large corporations,
MSMEs often lack an established
track record, making it challeng-
ing to secure loans from banks
and other financial institutions. 
There are 64 million MSMEs in
India, with 99 per cent classified
as micro-enterprises. Despite
global adversities, the sector has
helped cushion the economy from
shocks. In a nation marked by sig-
nificant disparities between urban
and rural areas, MSMEs con-
tribute to the upliftment of less
developed regions, thereby reduc-
ing regional imbalances and
inequality. The sector provides
over 110 million jobs, accounting
for 23 per cent of the country’s
labour force, making it the sec-
ond-largest employer in India
after agriculture.
The importance of MSMEs to the
Indian economy cannot be over-
stated. They drive innovation,
generate employment, and con-
tribute significantly to exports and
GDP. By fostering entrepreneur-
ship and supporting large-scale
industrialisation, MSMEs play a
pivotal role in reducing regional
imbalances, uplifting economical-
ly weaker sections, and stimulat-
ing socio-economic development. 
Their adaptability and resilience
make them indispensable in the
face of economic adversities,
ensuring the continuous
dynamism of the Indian economy.
With a contribution of 27 per cent
to India’s GDP, 38.4 per cent of
total manufacturing output, and
45 per cent of the country’s total
exports, the MSME sector serves
as the backbone of the economy.
Global Models to Emulate:
However, the government has
launched several initiatives to
promote financing for Micro,
Small, and Medium Enterprises
(MSMEs), including the Credit
Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro
and Small Enterprises
(CGTMSE), Pradhan Mantri

Mudra Yojana (PMMY), and
Stand-Up India. While these
efforts are commendable, the
government must ensure aware-
ness of and effective disbursement
for these schemes so that more
enterprises can benefit .
Additionally, the private sector
needs to step up and promote
MSME financing. 
Without public-private partner-
ships, alliances, and collabora-
tions, MSME financing will con-
tinue to face challenges. One
pressing issue is the introduction
of interest subvention to address
high borrowing costs, which
range from 10 to 12 per cent. This
creates an uneven playing field
when compared to countries like
China, where the borrowing rate
is 3.1 per cent, the US at 4.37 per
cent, and the European Union,
which averages 5.1 per cent for
MSMEs.
In the US, MSMEs can access
funding through various federal
and state programmes. The Small
Business Administration (SBA)
plays a vital role by offering loan
guarantees and encouraging
banks and other financial institu-
tions to lend to small businesses.
The Microloan Programmes pro-
vide capital for various business
needs, including working capital,
equipment purchases, and real
estate acquisitions. Furthermore,
the US government supports
MSMEs through grants, venture
capital initiatives, and state-spe-
cific funding programs tailored to
local business environments. This
diverse range of financial products
ensures that MSMEs can find suit-
able funding options for their spe-
cific requirements.
In European Union countries,
MSMEs benefit from robust
financial support frameworks
facilitated by institutions such as
the European Investment Bank
(EIB) and the European
Investment Fund (EIF). These
entities provide funding through
intermediaries like banks and
microfinance institutions, offering
loans, guarantees, and equity

financing. The EU also promotes
MSME funding through pro-
grams focused on the competi-
tiveness of enterprises and small
and medium-sized enterprises,
which emphasise innovation and
competitiveness.In China, the
government has implemented
several measures to enhance
MSMEs’ access to finance through
dedicated banks, such as the
China Development Bank, which
offers targeted lending. Local
governments have established
credit guarantee funds as well.
Moreover, China’s financial tech-
nology sector has significantly
grown, with online lending plat-
forms and digital financial ser-
vices providing alternative fund-
ing sources for MSMEs.
Way Forward: The inherent chal-
lenges faced by MSMEs cannot be
overlooked. It is essential to
address the issues within the
MSME sector that hinder finan-
cial accessibility. As recommend-
ed by the Parliamentary
Committee on Finance, the com-
prehensive approaches in the US,
EU, and China serve as valuable
models for India to enhance its
financing landscape for MSMEs,
improve credit access, and make
these enterprises globally compet-
itive.
The government also proposed
establishing a Merchant Credit
Card (MCC) Scheme for traders
and a Vyapar Credit Card (VCC)
for micro-units, similar to the
Kisan Credit Card (KCC). Under
the Credit Guarantee Fund, a
scheme to provide short-term
loans with interest subvention is
still awaited. There is still much
work to be done to ensure that all
MSMEs can access affordable
and timely financing.
(The Author is vice-chairman of
Sonalika ITL Group, vice-chair-

man of the Punjab Economic
Policy and Planning Board,
Chairman of ASSOCHAM

Northern Region Development
Council and president of Tractor
and Mechanisation Association;

Views expressed are personal)

The government plans to estab-
lish a dedicated bank to lend
directly to Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs)
to enhance credit availability in

this crucial sector. The industry has
called for increased financial support, as
current institutions like the Small
Industries Development Bank of India
(SIDBI) primarily focus on refinancing
loans rather than providing direct fund-
ing. In contrast, state financial and indus-
trial development corporations do lend
directly to MSMEs. 
However, many, such as the Punjab State
Industrial Development Corporation
(PSIDC) and Punjab Finance Corporation
(PFC), are experiencing funds crunch
and have stopped credit flow. PSIDC gath-
ered liabilities worth Rs 4700 crore,
therefore, has not given any fresh loans
to any company for the last 16 years.
According to an Ernst&Young(EY)
report, MSME credit penetration in India
is only 14 per cent, significantly lower
than in larger economies like the US and
China, where the figures are 50 per cent
and 37 per cent, respectively. Indian
MSMEs face a critical credit shortage of?
25 trillion, indicating a substantial
untapped credit market. Increasing lend-
ing to MSMEs can stimulate economic
activity and create jobs. The proposed
establishment of a separate bank dedicat-
ed to the MSME sector would help
address these direct credit shortages.
However, the government needs to
finalise various details, such as the bank’s
ownership structure, which may adopt a
hybrid public-private partnership model.
Although large banks operate in the sec-
tor, they often struggle to meet the
unique needs of MSMEs. 
Countries in Europe provide valuable
lessons by grouping MSMEs with home
loan customers, both considered small
borrowers. If the government does not
establish a new bank, SIDBI could be
transformed into a full-fledged bank
focused on direct lending to MSMEs
instead of merely refinancing. SIDBI
plays a vital role in financing India’s
MSMEs and is owned by a consortium
that includes the government and major
financial institutions. In 2023-24, the
National Bank for Agriculture and Rural
Development (NABARD) supported the
agricultural sector with a loan portfolio
of Rs 6.68 lakh crore, with the agriculture
sector contributing 18 per cent to the
country’s GDP. On the other hand, SIDBI
had a refinancing loan portfolio of?
84,000 crore in FY 2023-24, with the
MSME sector contributing 30 per cent to
the GDP.For micro and small enterpris-
es to grow, obtaining capital remains one
of their most significant challenges. 
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has des-
ignated MSMEs as a priority sector and
directed banks to allocate 40 per cent of
the Adjusted Net Bank Credit (ANBC) to
priority sectors, including MSMEs.
However, a study by the RBI has found
that most banks do not exceed 25 per cent
for MSME credit. SIDBI’s future growth
depends on how effectively commercial
banks fulfil their priority sector lending
targets. A report by ICRA warns that if
banks successfully meet their quotas,
there could be a reduced need for SIDBI’s
refinancing services.Challenges: Despite
the vital role MSMEs play in the coun-
try’s economy, access to adequate, time-
ly, and low-cost finance poses a signifi-
cant hurdle to the sector’s growth
prospects. Limited credit history, insuf-
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The death toll in the Gaza
Strip from the 13-month-

old war between Israel and
Hamas has surpassed 44,000,
local health officials said
Thursday.
The Gaza Health Ministry does
not distinguish between civil-
ians and combatants in its
count, but it has said that more
than half of the fatalities are
women and children. The
Israeli military says it has killed
over 17,000 militants, without
providing evidence.
The Health Ministry said
44,056 people have been killed
and 104,268 wounded since the
start of the war. It has said the
real toll is higher because thou-
sands of bodies are buried
under rubble or in areas that
medics cannot access.
The war began when Hamas-
led militants stormed into
southern Israel on Oct 7, 2023,
killing some 1,200 people,
mostly civilians, and abducting
another 250. Around 100
hostages are still inside Gaza, at
least a third of whom are
believed to be dead. Most of the
rest were released during a
cease-fire last year. 
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The Hague (AP): The
International Criminal Court
issued arrest warrants on
Thursday for Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
his former defence minister
and Hamas officials, accusing
them of war crimes and crimes
against humanity over the war
in Gaza and the October 2023
attacks that triggered Israel’s
offensive in the Palestinian
territory.
The decision turns Netanyahu

and the others into interna-
tionally wanted suspects and is
likely to further isolate them
and complicate efforts to nego-
tiate a cease-fire to end the 13-
month conflict.
But its practical implications
could be limited since Israel
and its major ally, the United
States, are not members of the
court and several of the Hamas
officials have been subsequent-
ly killed in the conflict.
Netanyahu and other Israeli
leaders have condemned ICC
Chief Prosecutor Karim Khan’s
request for warrants as dis-
graceful and antisemitic.

US President Joe Biden also
blasted the prosecutor and
expressed support for Israel’s
right to defend itself against
Hamas. Hamas also slammed
the request. “The Chamber
considered that there are rea-
sonable grounds to believe
that both individuals inten-
tionally and knowingly
deprived the civilian popula-
tion in Gaza of objects indis-
pensable to their survival,
including food, water, and
medicine and medical sup-
plies, as well as fuel and elec-
tricity,” the three-judge panel
wrote in its unanimous deci-
sion to issue warrants for
Netanyahu and his former
defence minister Yoav Gallant.
The court also issued a warrant
for the arrest of Mohammed
Deif, one of the leaders of
Hamas. The ICC chief prose-
cutor had also sought warrants
for two other senior Hamas
figures, Yahya Sinwar and
Ismail Haniyeh, but they were
both killed in the conflict.
The Israeli Foreign Ministry
said in September that it had

submitted two legal briefs chal-
lenging the ICC’s jurisdiction
and arguing that the court did
not provide Israel the oppor-
tunity to investigate the allega-
tions itself before requesting
the warrants.
“No other democracy with an
independent and respected
legal system like that which
exists in Israel has been treat-
ed in this prejudicial manner
by the Prosecutor,” Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Oren
Marmorstein wrote on X.
He said Israel remained “stead-
fast in its commitment to the
rule of law and justice” and
would continue to protect its
citizens against militancy.
The ICC is a court of last resort
that only prosecutes cases
when domestic law enforce-
ment authorities cannot or
will not investigate. Israel is not
a member state of the court. 
The country has struggled to
investigate itself in the past,
rights groups say. Despite the
warrants, none of the suspects
is likely to face judges in The
Hague any time soon. 

The court itself has no police
to enforce warrants, instead
relying on cooperation from its
member states.
Even so, the threat of arrest
could make it difficult for
Netanyahu and Gallant to trav-
el abroad, although Russian
President Vladimir Putin, who
is wanted on an ICC warrant
for alleged war crimes in
Ukraine, recently showed he
could still visit an ally when he
traveled to Mongolia, one of
the court’s member states, and
was not arrested.
Khan sought warrants in May,
accusing Netanyahu and
Gallant of crimes including
murder, intentionally attacking
civilians, and persecution.
In a statement at the time,
Khan alleged that Israel “has
intentionally and systemati-
cally deprived the civilian pop-
ulation in all parts of Gaza of
objects indispensable to
human survival” by closing
border crossings into the ter-
ritory and restricting essential
supplies including food and
medicine.
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An Australian teenager
has died after drinking

tainted alcohol in Laos in
what Australia’s prime min-
ister on Thursday called
every parent’s nightmare. An
American and two Danish
tourists also died, officials
said after reports that multi-
ple people had been sickened
in town popular with back-
packers.
Australian Prime Minister

Anthony Albanese told
Parliament that 19-year-old
Bianca Jones had died after
being evacuated from Vang
Vieng, Laos for treatment in

a Thai hospital. Her friend,
also 19, remains hospitalised
in neighbouring Thailand.
“This is every parent’s very
worst fear and a nightmare
that no one should have to
endure,” Albanese said. “We
also take this moment to say
that we’re thinking of
Bianca’s friend Holly Bowles
who is fighting for her life.”
They are believed to have

consumed drinks tainted
with methanol, which is
sometimes added to mixed-
drinks at disreputable bars as
a cheaper alternative to
ethanol, but can cause severe
poisoning or death.
Telephone numbers listed
for Laos’ Health Ministry did

not work and police refused
to comment on the inci-
dent.
Australia said “several for-
eign nationals” had also been
victims of methanol poison-
ing. The US State
Department confirmed that
an American had also died in
Vang Vieng, and Denmark’s
Foreign Ministry said two of
its citizens had also died in
“the incident in Laos,” but
neither would comment
directly on a link to the
methanol poisoning that
killed Jones. Shaun Bowles
told reporters outside
Bangkok Hospital on
Wednesday that his daughter
remained in critical condi-

tion and on life support.
“We just like to thank every-
one from back home for all
of the support and love that
we’re receiving,” he said. “But
we’d also like the people to
appreciate right now, we just
need privacy so we can
spend as much time as we
can with Holly.”
In a statement to the
Melbourne Herald Sun
newspaper, Jones’ family
asked for privacy in their
grief.
“She was surrounded by love,
and we are comforted by the
knowledge that her incredi-
ble spirit touched so many
lives during her time with
us,” the family wrote.
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After an all-nighter, a draft text on
the new climate finance pack-

age for the developing world final-
ly dropped Thursday morning —
shrunk from 25 pages to 10, but the
major sticking points remain. With
less than two days left for the UN
climate conference to close, nego-
tiators face a gargantuan task to
hammer it out.
A quick glance at the text shows
developed countries are still dodg-
ing a key question: How much cli-
mate finance are they ready to give
developing countries every year
starting in 2025?
This has led to significant frustration
among developing countries, who
have repeatedly said they need at
least USD 1.3 trillion to tackle the
escalating challenges. “The revised
draft text, while more streamlined,
presents a spectrum of options —
some good, some bad, and some
outright ugly,” said Harjeet Singh, a
climate activist and Global
Engagement Director for the Fossil
Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty
Initiative. He said it acknowledges
the need for public funds from devel-
oped countries but dodges the key
question of how much finance is

needed, shifting the burden onto
developing countries to raise more
domestic funds. The veteran COP
watcher also said the text fails to set
clear financial targets for mitigation,
adaptation, and losses and damages
from climate impacts — areas with
growing needs and limited resources.
“A real, just transition from fossil
fuels requires strong public finance,
not empty promises,” Singh said.
Vaibhav Chaturvedi from Delhi-
based think tank Council on Energy,
Environment and Water said it is
great that the structure is stream-
lined, but there is no high-level num-
ber from the developed world.
David Waskow, the Director of
WRI’s International Climate
Initiative, said the text leaves a lot of
work to be done.
“Time is very tight, and to get to

bridging texts, even bridging texts
with options, is going to take quite
a lot of work, and the presidency and
the ministerial pair and parties
above all, are going to need to real-
ly work hard over the next 48 to 72
hours to reach a conclusion,” he said.
Developing countries’ perspective in
the text is that the new climate
finance package should be in trillions
and be given by developed countries
every year from 2025.
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Baku  (PTI): UN climate chief
Simon Stiell on Thursday
issued a strong call for global
unity and ambition to secure a
groundbreaking finance goal to
support climate action in the
developing world, saying,
“Failure is not an option.”
As negotiators raced against
time to resolve outstanding
issues related to the critical
objective of COP29, Stiell said
a major push was needed to
bring discussions to the finish-
ing line.
“It might jeopardise both near-
term action, and ambition in
the preparation of the new
national climate action plans,
with potential devastating
impacts as irreversible tipping
points are getting closer,” he
said. On draft climate finance
text released earlier in the
morning, the UN climate chief
said that despite areas of con-
vergence, significant differ-
ences remain. “A surge in
finance is essential: To ensure
all parties can deliver new
national plans aligned with 1.5

degrees – as they must,” he said.
Stiell warned that delays at
COP29 could complicate the
road to COP30 in Brazil next
year. “This COP must deliver
justice in the face of climate cat-
astrophe,” he urged. Stiell asked
countries to come together,
soften hard lines, and navigate
a path through their differ-
ences. “Keep your eyes on the
bigger picture. Never forget
what is at stake,” he said. The
COP29 presidency issued a
draft text on the new climate
finance package for the devel-
oping world on Thursday
morning. It has shrunk from 25
pages to 10, but the major stick-
ing points remain.
With less than one and a half
days left for the UN climate
conference to close, negotiators
face a gargantuan task to ham-
mer out a deal. The text shows
developed countries are still
dodging a key question: how
much climate finance they are
ready to provide developing
countries every year starting in
2025.
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Australia’s communications minis-
ter introduced a world-first law

into Parliament on Thursday that
would ban children under 16 from
social media, saying online safety was
one of parents’ toughest challenges.
Michelle Rowland said TikTok,
Facebook, Snapchat, Reddit, X and
Instagram were among the platforms
that would face fines of up to 50 mil-
lion Australian dollars ($33 million) for
systemic failures to prevent young chil-
dren from holding accounts.
“This bill seeks to set a new norma-

tive value in society that accessing
social media is not the defining feature
of growing up in Australia,” Rowland
told Parliament.
“There is wide acknowledgement that
something must be done in the imme-
diate term to help prevent young teens
and children from being exposed to
streams of content unfiltered and
infinite,” she added.
X owner Elon Musk warned that
Australia intended to go further, post-
ing on his platform: “Seems like a back-
door way to control access to the

Internet by all Australians.”
The bill has wide political support.
After it becomes law, the platforms
would have one year to work out how
to implement the age restriction.
“For too many young Australians,
social media can be harmful,” Rowland
said. “Almost two-thirds of 14- to 17-
years-old Australians have viewed
extremely harmful content online
including drug abuse, suicide or self-
harm as well as violent material. One
quarter have been exposed to content
promoting unsafe eating habits.”
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At least 50 people were killed
and 20 others injured when

several vehicles carrying pas-
sengers were targeted by mili-
tants in northwest Pakistan on
Thursday, officials said.
The militants ambushed the
vehicles in the Kurram district
of restive Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province bordering
Afghanistan.
The vehicles were travelling in
a convoy from Parachinar to
Peshawar, the capital of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa when gunmen
opened fire, the officials said.
Rescue authorities said 50 peo-
ple, including eight women
and five children, and 20 oth-
ers were killed in the attack.
Most of the victims belonged to
the Shia community, they said.
The vehicles were ambushed in
areas dominated by the Taliban,
a local journalist said.
According to local media, there
were over 200 vehicles in the
convoy.
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister Ali Amin Khan
Gandapur strongly condemned
the attack and directed a dele-
gation comprising the provin-
cial law minister, lawmakers
from the region, and the chief
secretary to immediately visit
Kurram to assess the situation
and submit a report. He also
instructed relevant authorities
to work on establishing a
Provincial Highways Police
unit to secure all roads in the
province.
Gandapur extended condo-
lences to the bereaved families
and announced financial assis-
tance for the families of the vic-
tims.
“Targeting innocent civilians is
extremely tragic and con-
demnable. Those involved in
this incident will not escape the
grip of the law,” he said. 
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An anti-terrorism court in
Pakistan on Thursday

granted a five-day physical
remand of former prime min-
ister Imran Khan, who was
arrested formally by police
hours after his bail in a corrup-
tion case was accepted.

Khan, 72, was arrested by
Rawalpindi police in the New
Town police station case on
Wednesday night after securing
bail in the second Toshakhana
case and was produced before
the Anti-Terrorism Court in
Adiala Jail.

The police prosecution
team sought a 15-day physical
remand but the court granted
the five-day physical remand
and ordered to continue the
investigation inside the jail.

The court also rejected the
PTI lawyer Salman Safdar’s
plea to discharge his client
from the case.

The Islamabad High Court
(IHC) on Wednesday granted
Khan bail in the second
Toshakhana case related to the
purchase of an expensive
Bulgari jewellery set at a throw-
away price, igniting hopes of
his release.

However, hours later,
Rawalpindi police arrested him
late at night in connection
with a case registered at New
Town Police Station on terror-
ism and other charges.

The police alleged that
Khan, while imprisoned in
Adiala Jail in Rawalpindi, had
called for a protest in
Rawalpindi on September 28.

Dawn newspaper quoted a
police spokesperson as saying
that Khan had been detained in
the case filed on September 28

and a team has been tasked to
probe the charges.

The charges include viola-
tions of the Anti-Terrorism
Act, defying the government
ban on public gatherings,
obstructing police duty, dam-
aging police vehicles and
endangering public safety.

Even before the formal
arrest in the case, federal infor-
mation minister Atta Tarar
doused the idea of his release,
saying Khan was wanted in
eight cases related to May 9,
2023 violence and should
secure bail before being set free
from jail.

Dawn reported that Khan
needs to secure bail in nearly
two dozen other cases regis-
tered across Lahore,
Rawalpindi and Islamabad
before being released.

According to Islamabad
police, at least 62 cases were
registered against Khan in var-
ious police stations of the cap-
ital, while his PTI party said
that another 54 cases were
registered in Punjab
province.Meanwhile, an
accountability court on
Wednesday held a hearing on
the GBP 190 million case at the
Adiala Jail and was informed
that Khan and Bushra Bibi
have yet to submit responses to
the questionnaires issued to
them.

The court granted Bibi’s
request for an exemption from
court appearance on medical
grounds and adjourned the
hearing till November 22.
Separately, the Lahore High
Court dismissed a plea by
Khan’s sister, Noreen Niazi,
seeking bail for her brother in
all cases against him in Punjab
and Islamabad.An assistant

attorney general presented a
report to the court, stating
that 62 cases had been regis-
tered against Khan by the
Islamabad police. After going
through the report, Justice
Farooq Haider turned down
the request, observing that bail
petitions must be filed person-
ally by the suspect.Dozens of
cases have been registered
against Khan since losing
power in April 2022. His party
maintained that all cases were
politically motivated. 
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Pakistan’s government has
given a nod to the deployment
of paramilitary forces in the
national capital from Friday to
spruce up security ahead of a
planned protest by jailed for-
mer prime minister Imran
Khan’s party on Sunday.
Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) gave a call last week
for a long march to press for
three demands: the release of
the incarcerated party founder,
against the alleged “stolen man-
date” during February 8 elec-
tions and restoration of the
judiciary by revoking the recent
26th amendment to the
Constitution that granted leg-
islators more power in appoint-
ing top judges.
The government has decided to
deploy the Pakistan Rangers
and Frontier Constabulary
(FC) personnel in Islamabad
from Friday onwards under
Sections 4 and 5 of the Anti-
Terrorism Act.
According to a notification by
the Interior Ministry on
Wednesday, the exact number
of personnel and the date and
area of their deployment would

be “worked out in consultation
with concerned stakeholders”,
while the date of de-requisi-
tioning of troops would be
decided after mutually consult-
ing all relevant stakeholders.
Earlier, the Islamabad police, in
a letter dated November 14,
had asked for the deployment
of Rangers and FC personnel
ahead of the PTI rally.
According to the letter, the
Islamabad police chief request-
ed 5,000 Rangers personnel
and 4,000 FC personnel “in
addition to the 1,000 FC per-
sonnel already provided to
ICT police.”
The federal government
already imposed Section 144 in
the capital and banned all
kinds of rallies for two months.
Similarly, the Punjab govern-
ment, which also exercises
jurisdiction over Rawalpindi
near Islamabad, placed police
on high alert throughout the
province.
Meanwhile, PTI Information
Secretary Sheikh Waqas
Akram, briefing reporters at
Peshawar, said that protest was
a fundamental right. “Nobody
can take it away from us,” he
said, adding that governments
do not threaten or bully their
citizens like thugs.
He also warned to bring a sea
of people to the capital on
November 24 from across the
country for the proposed long
march to Islamabad.
Mobile and internet services
are likely to remain suspended
in various parts of Pakistan,
particularly in Islamabad and
Punjab, during the protest,
ARY News reported, citing
sources.
According to sources, the sus-
pension may affect some dis-

tricts in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Punjab and Islamabad.
Sources within the Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority
(PTA) have claimed that
mobile internet services will be
suspended from November 22,
with firewalls activated to slow
down internet speeds and
impact social media apps.
The authorities may also block
internet and mobile services in
specific locations, depending
on the situation, sources added.
In a separate development, the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
presented ‘conditions’ to hold
negotiations to withdraw its
November 24 protest call.
The PTI demanded immediate
relief for the party founder, the
sources said. “In exchange for
relief to its founder, the PTI is
ready to call off the protest,”
they added.

The party asked the govern-
ment to quash all “fabricated”
cases against Khan and his
immediate release. “If legal
proceedings delay his release,
Imran Khan should be trans-
ferred to Peshawar Jail,” accord-
ing to one of the conditions set
by PTI.
The party also demanded the
immediate release of other
leaders imprisoned in various
jails.
Chief Minister Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Ali Amin
Gandapur said that negotia-
tions on the November 24
protest will only be com-
menced after the release of PTI
founder Imran Khan. 
Khan, 72, has been implicated
in dozens of cases since his gov-
ernment was dismissed
through a no-confidence
motion in 2022. He has been in

Adiala Jail at Rawalpindi since
last year facing, according to his
party, over 200 cases; got bail
in some of them, convicted in
some others, and hearings
going on for some more.
Khan’s party won the largest
number of seats in the February
general elections despite con-
testing as independents as the
party was denied an election
symbol and the PTI chief has
already alleged that the ruling
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz (PML-N) and its coali-
tion partners, including
Pakistan Peoples Party (PPP)
had “stolen the mandate” to
grab power at the federal level.
Relations between the PTI and
the PML-N-led coalition gov-
ernment —already tense since
Khan’s ouster in 2022 — have
strained even more in recent
times. 
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Karachi (PTI): Pakistan’s Army Chief General
Asim Munir has said that “nothing, including
politics,” was above the country and urged peo-
ple to prioritise the nation over “personal inter-
ests”. “People must prioritise Pakistan over
everything else, including politics and person-
al interests,” he said while visiting an ongoing
defence exhibition in Karachi on Wednesday.
He also made it clear that “digital terrorism”
was a real threat to the country and said social
media was being used to spread anarchy and
lies about the armed forces.
“The protection of a country’s digital borders
and the digital security of its citizens is the
responsibility of the state,” he said.
Gen Munir also warned that unrestricted free-
dom of speech was “leading to the degrada-

tion of moral values in all societies”.
Earlier meeting with the business leaders in
Karachi, he said everyone needed to under-
stand the importance of putting the country
above everything else.
“The public must prioritise Pakistan over per-
sonal interests. Remember, we have no iden-
tity apart from Pakistan,” he said, noting that
the state was like a mother and “its value should
be asked from the people of Libya, Iraq and
Palestine”.
The army chief also spoke about Pakistan’s eco-
nomic situation, expressing “complete faith in
Pakistan’s bright and stable future”.
“Today, all indicators of Pakistan’s economy are
positive, and by next year, God willing, they
will further improve,” he said. 
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Sri Lankan President Anura
Kumara Dissanayake

Thursday backed an
International Monetary Fund
bailout package despite pre-
presidential election rhetoric
to renegotiate with the glob-
al lender to water down tough
conditions laid down for the
recovery.
In his inaugural address to the
newly convened parliament
after his party’s landslide vic-
tory last week, President
Dissanayake also pledged to
fulfil his pre-election promis-
es by ensuring the suprema-
cy of the law and addressing
past wrongdoings.
Dissanayake affirmed his
administration’s commitment
to continue the IMF bailout
programme initiated by the
previous government led by
Ranil Wickremesinghe.
“We will enter the staff-level
agreement (with IMF) hope-
fully by November 23,”
Dissanayake said, expressing
optimism about securing the
agreement for the next
tranche of the nearly USD 3
billion facility.
A staff-level agreement is a
preliminary pact reached
between the IMF staff and the
government of a country on
a set of economic policies and
reforms that the country must
implement in exchange for
financial assistance from the
global lender. The IMF team
on Sunday arrived in Sri
Lanka to carry out the third
review of the nearly USD 3
billion bailout facility.
The third review should lead
to the fourth tranche of the 4-
year facility. It would be
around USD 330 million as
was the case in the previous
three tranches, according to
the Finance Ministry offi-
cials. The debt restructuring
agreement reached in the last
week of the Wickremesinghe
presidency is yet to be official-
ly sealed. Debt restructuring
agreement with both bilater-
al and sovereign bondholders
was made compulsory to
maintain debt sustainability
by the IMF.
Sri Lanka tapped the IMF for
a facility at the height of the
economic crisis under the
presidency of Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, the president who
was made to flee the country
by months-long public
protests. Mid April of 2022 Sri
Lanka announced its first-
ever debt default. 
The negotiations with the
IMF began thereafter and the
Wickremesinghe’s govern-
ment clinched the bailout, a
year later in March 2023.
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North Korea and Russia
reached a new agreement

for expanding economic coop-
eration following high-level
talks in Pyongyang this week,
the North’s state media said
Thursday, as they continue to
align in the face of their con-
frontations with Washington.
North Korea’s official Korean

Central News Agency didn’t
elaborate on the details of the
agreement signed Wednesday
between its senior trade offi-
cials and a Russian delegation
led by Alexandr Kozlov, the

country’s minister of natural
resources and ecology. The
Russian news agency Tass on
Tuesday said officials follow-
ing an earlier round of talks
agreed to increase the number
of charter flights between the
countries to promote tourism.
Kozlov, who arrived in North
Korea on Sunday, met with
North Korean leader Kim

Jong Un and his top econom-
ic official, Premier Kim Tok
Hun, before returning home
on Wednesday, KCNA said.
During Kozlov’s visit, Russian
President Vladimir Putin’s
gifted Pyongyang’s Central
Zoo with more than 70 ani-

mals, including lions, bears
and several species of birds,
according to Tass, in another
display of the countries’ grow-
ing ties.
Kim Jong Un in recent months
has prioritized relations with
Moscow as he attempts to

break out of international iso-
lation and strengthen his foot-
ing, actively supporting Putin’s
war on Ukraine while portray-
ing the North as a player in a
united front against
Washington.
Kim has yet to direct ly

acknowledge that he has been
providing military equipment
and troops to Russia to sup-
port its f ighting against
Ukraine.  South Korea’s
National Intelligence Service
told lawmakers in a closed-
door briefing on Wednesday

that an estimated 11,000
North Korean soldiers in late
October were moved to
Russia’s Kursk region, where
Ukrainian troops seized parts
of its territory this year, follow-
ing their training in Russia’s
northeast.
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“India Beyond Metros:
Dekho Apna Bharat”,
authored by Varun Soni,

is a captivating travelogue that
takes readers on a journey
through the lesser-known cities
of India. In this, his fifth book,
Soni explores around 50 Tier 2
and Tier 3 cities across the
country, offering an in-depth
look at small-town India and
the vibrant culture that often
goes unnoticed by mainstream
tourism.
Unlike typical travel guides that
focus on major metropolitan
destinations such as Delhi,
Mumbai, and Bengaluru, Soni’s
book highlights cities such as
Jabalpur, Gorakhpur, Hubballi,
Kollam, Rajkot, and others.
These places, though not
typically featured in popular
travel literature, offer a wealth of
untapped history, culture, and
natural beauty. Each chapter of
the book is dedicated to one city,
providing practical insights on
what to see, where to stay, how
to get there, and even what to
shop for.
The book fills a significant gap
in Indian travel literature by
encouraging people to venture
beyond the typical tourist
hotspots and explore the rich
diversity of India’s smaller
towns and rural areas. It
showcases the hidden gems of
the Indian hinterland, offering
readers a chance to experience

the authentic essence of Bharat
(India).
At the launch event, the High
Commissioner of Brunei
Darussalam, H.E. Dato Paduka
HJ Alaihuddin Mohd Taha,
expressed his admiration for the
book. At the book launch, He
expressed his excitement,
stating, “I am very glad to be
here to launch a book on a topic
that is a passion with me. After
travelling across various parts of
India, I can vouch that the
hinterland has much more to
offer than just the metropolitan
areas. This book will serve as a
helpful guide for those keen to
explore these lesser-known
regions.” As an avid traveller, he
shared his own experiences of
exploring various regions of
India, including Punjab,
Himachal Pradesh, Karnataka,
Tamil Nadu, and Nagaland. He

highlighted that these lesser-
explored areas of India offer a
different, yet equally rich,
experience compared to the
well-known metropolitan cities.
Author Varun Soni added, “It is
time to look inward, into
Bharat. This book highlights the
hidden treasures in our smaller
cities and towns, showcasing
not only historical monuments
but also the natural beauty that
often goes unnoticed in
mainstream travel guides.” Soni,
in his address, discussed the
book’s purpose of shedding light
on the lesser-visited cities and
towns of India. He spoke about
the country’s ancient
civilisation, its countless
monuments and temples, and
the natural beauty found in
these regions. Soni’s aim with
“India Beyond Metros: Dekho
Apna Bharat” is to inspire
readers to look inward and
discover the treasures hidden in
the smaller cities and villages
that often go unnoticed.
Soni’s literary career spans more
than 15 years, with works that
include books on celebrity
homes, luxury resorts, and
fiction. With this latest offering,
he continues his mission to
share the lesser-known aspects
of India, bringing attention to
the often-overlooked parts of
the country that are full of
untold stories and cultural
richness.

In Evenfall: The Golden Linnet,
Alexander Armstrong crafts a
mesmerising portal into a world

of magic and the enduring power of
storytelling. A tale of courage,
friendship, and family in his debut
novel is destined to become a
modern fantasy classic which weaves
ancient lore with the challenges of
life. 
The story centres on 13-year-old
Sam, a relatable and sympathetic
protagonist of the novel whose life
has been marked by tragedy. Caring
for his grieving, unwell father after
his mother’s untimely death, Sam
grapples with the complexities of
loss, love, and responsibility. His life
takes a thrilling and dangerous turn
when he discovers his hidden
heritage as part of The Order of the
Evening, a secret society devoted to
protecting the world through
storytelling.
Armstrong’s plot is rich, combining
elements of historical mystery with
the fantastical quest for magical
artefacts that makes it happen and
sparks out curiosity. Sam’s mission to
uncover the truth about his parents
and his destiny introduces readers to
a lush, danger-laden world where
trust is scarce, alliances are fragile,
and malevolent forces threaten
humanity. The inclusion of
supporting characters like Sam’s
loyal friend Ish and the enigmatic
Goz brings depth and warmth to the
narrative.
Their camaraderie highlights the
strength of friendship amid the
gravest of challenges, providing

balance to the story’s darker themes. 
The vivid setting of Durham,
steeped in British folklore and
cultural heritage, serves in perfect
for this battle between good and evil.
Armstrong’s talent for description
shines as he immerses readers in
both the modern cityscape and the
mystical locations that form the
heart of the Order’s secrets. 
As a well-known TV and radio
personality, Alexander Armstrong
has a knack for storytelling that

translates seamlessly into his
writing. Widely recognised as a
comedian, quiz show host, and
singer, Armstrong’s foray into
children’s literature reveals another
layer of his creative versatility. With
a nod to the timeless appeal of
authors like Philip Pullman and J.K.
Rowling, Armstrong builds a world
that feels both familiar and
extraordinary. 
At nearly 400 pages, the novel is a
longer read, yet its pacing ensures
readers remain hooked. Suspense
builds steadily as Sam uncovers his
latent powers, battles sinister forces,
and learns that the fate of the world
may rest in his hands. Tom Roberts’
striking black-and-white illustrations
further elevate the reading
experience, giving visual depth to
Armstrong’s vivid prose. 
What sets Evenfall: The Golden
Linnet apart is its heart. Beneath the
magic and danger lies a story about
grief, hope, and the lengths we go to
for those we love. The imperfections
in Sam’s relationships – with his
friends, his father, and even himself
– are portrayed with sensitivity,
making his journey feel deeply
authentic. 
This debut novel, brimming with
excitement and emotion, is an
absolute treat for readers aged 10 and
up. Whether you’re a lifelong fantasy
enthusiast or new to the genre,
Evenfall: The Golden Linnet promises
a compelling, immersive adventure –
and with its final pages hinting at
more to come, Alexander Armstrong’s
literary journey is one to watch.  

The year 2024 will be
remembered by political
historians for two major
developments: the re-
election of Narendra Modi
as Prime Minister of India

for a third term and that of Donald
Trump as President of the United States.
Modi’s victory was as expected, but
Trump’s victory, having lost his re-
election bid in 2020, was not so certain.
The left-leaning media had written off
Trump after his 2020 defeat, and it is
rare for a defeated president to stage a
comeback. However, Trump, a master at
making the impossible possible, won a
landslide in the 2024 election, defeating
the entire left-liberal establishment. He
proved that hard work is often the key to
success.
You may either love or loathe Trump,
depending on your political views, but
the truth is, he can never be ignored. He
first became President in 2016 when the
US economy was struggling, and the
country’s global image was tarnished.
The infrastructure was in decline, and
the US had become an industrial

wasteland. “My mission is to make
America great again. We have to retrieve
the lost ground and make the people
happy and content,” Trump declared
during his campaign speeches.
Despite relentless attacks from Hillary
Clinton, Trump held firm and focused
on his mission. His dedication earned
him significant support from voters.
When he was declared the winner by a
substantial margin, Washington and
other major cities saw rioting by anti-
Trump forces. The media quickly
pointed the finger at Trump’s followers
for the unrest.
The period between 2016 and 2020 saw
the US recover from economic
stagnation and terrorism-related
challenges. For Trump, America
remained his top priority, and he aimed
to keep the US out of foreign conflicts.
His main goal was to ensure no more
coffins with US soldiers’ remains were
returned from Asia and Africa. Under
Trump, illegal immigration from
Mexico and Latin America came to a
halt, as he warned against job theft by
outsiders. Drug trafficking from

Colombia and Mexico, which had been
a major issue, was also reduced,
strengthening the US social security
system. Like a soldier guarding his
nation’s borders, Trump, at the helm of a
major business empire, defended the
social fabric of America. However, many
in the US and abroad resented Trump’s
patriotism and worked to oust him from
the White House. It seemed a foregone
conclusion that Trump would easily win
re-election in 2020.
However, overconfidence led to his
defeat by a narrow margin. Bob
Woodward, a two-time Pulitzer Prize
winner, had predicted in his book Rage
(2020) that Trump was likely to lose.
Despite strong economic performance,
record-low unemployment, and the US
staying out of international conflicts,
Trump lost due to the Covid-19
pandemic. Woodward claimed that
Trump was warned about the virus as
early as January 2020, but he ignored the
threat and paid the price for his
inaction.
Other factors also played a role. The
2020 election was marred by allegations

of fraud, with many believing it was
manipulated by Trump’s rivals and
hostile forces. Shiv Ayyadurai, an
Indian-origin computer scientist
credited with inventing email, raised
concerns about the election’s integrity.
According to Ayyadurai, the mail-in
ballots used in Arizona had mismatched
signatures, which were overlooked by
election officials. Despite Ayyadurai’s
efforts to prove these discrepancies, little
attention was given to the alleged fraud.
In his book War, Woodward examines
Joe Biden’s presidency and highlights
three major failures during his four-year
tenure. Biden’s inability to deal with
Ukraine, Russian President Vladimir
Putin, and Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu is central to the
critique. Woodward argues that Biden’s
handling of the Ukraine crisis, in
particular, was ineffective, and his
approach to the Jewish state was also
disappointing. The brutal 2023 Hamas
attack on Israel, which resulted in
widespread death and destruction, will
remain a painful memory for humanity.
Protests in India, where groups like

Hamas and Hezbollah have influence,
added to the turmoil.
Woodward also reveals that US
intelligence agencies had warned Biden
in October 2021 about Putin’s plans to
attack Ukraine. Yet, Biden seemed
reluctant to take decisive action. The
cause for his hesitation may lie in his son
Hunter Biden’s involvement with
Burisma, a major Ukrainian energy
company, potentially jeopardising his
ability to challenge Russia.
As I write this review, TV channels are
reporting that President-elect Trump
has issued a stern warning for all illegal
immigrants to leave the US within two
months. This is one of the promises he
made during his campaign, and he
seems determined to see it through. The
Democrats and liberals have already
expressed their opposition to this move.
The next four years will be filled with
action, and it will be fascinating to see
how Trump’s administration navigates
issues like Iran, Hamas, West Asia,
Russia, and Ukraine. Woodward will no
doubt continue to provide in-depth
coverage of these developments.
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Book: WAR

by Bob Woodward
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The combined market
valuation of all 10 listed

Adani group firms fell by Rs
2.19 lakh crore on Thursday,
more than double of what the
conglomerate lost when the
US short seller Hindenburg
brought out a damning report
in January 2023.
Shares of Adani group firms
fell sharply as billionaire
Gautam Adani was charged
by US prosecutors for
allegedly being part of a
scheme to pay USD 265
million (about Rs 2,200 crore)
bribe to Indian officials in
exchange for favourable
terms for solar power
contracts.
The stock of the group's
flagship firm, Adani
Enterprises, plunged 22.61
per cent, Adani Energy
Solutions tanked 20 per cent,
Adani Green Energy
plummeted 18.80 per cent,
Adani Ports dived 13.53 per
cent, Ambuja Cements
cracked 11.98 per cent, and
Adani Total Gas tumbled
10.40 per cent on the BSE.
Shares of Adani Wilmar
declined 9.98 per cent, Adani
Power slumped 9.15 per cent,
ACC fell 7.29 per cent, and
NDTV dipped 0.06 per cent. 
Some of the group firms also
hit their lowest trading
permissible limit for the day

during the day.
The combined market
capitalisation (MCAP) of all
10 listed firms eroded by Rs
2,19,878.35 crore.
In the equity market, the BSE
benchmark Sensex tanked
422.59 points or 0.54 per cent
to 77,155.79, and the NSE

Nifty declined 168.60 points
or 0.72 per cent to 23,349.90. 
"While the market is in the
midst of a bear hug for the
past few weeks, today's fall
can also be attributed to the
news of Adani group facing
bribery charges, which
triggered a massive sell-off in

its group stocks," Prashanth
Tapse, Senior VP (Research),
Mehta Equities Ltd. 
Adani, India's second-richest
man, and seven others,
including his nephew Sagar,
have been charged with
paying bribes to unidentified
officials of state governments
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Equity benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty tumbled

on Thursday amid a sharp fall
in Adani group stocks after
billionaire industrialist
Gautam Adani was charged in
the US for alleged bribery and
fraud. 
Besides, unabated foreign

fund outflows and weak
trends in Asian and European
peers also dragged
benchmark indices lower.
The BSE benchmark Sensex
tanked 422.59 points or 0.54
per cent to settle at 77,155.79.
During the day, it lost 775.65
points or 0.99 per cent to
76,802.73. The NSE Nifty
slumped 168.60 points or 0.72

per cent to 23,349.90.
From the 30-share Sensex
pack, Adani Ports tumbled
over 13 per cent after Gautam
Adani was charged by US
prosecutors over his role in an
alleged years-long scheme to
pay USD 250 million bribe to
Indian officials in exchange
for favourable terms for solar
power contracts.
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US regulators want a feder-
al judge to break up

Google to prevent the compa-
ny from continuing to squash
competition through its dom-
inant search engine after a
court found it had maintained
an abusive monopoly over the
past decade.
The proposed breakup floated
in a 23-page document filed
late Wednesday by the US
Department of Justice calls
for sweeping punishments that
would include a sale of
Google's industry-leading
Chrome web browser and
impose restrictions to prevent
Android from favouring its
own search engine.
A sale of Chrome "will perma-
nently stop Google's control of
this critical search access point
and allow rival search engines
the ability to access the brows-
er that for many users is a gate-
way to the internet," justice
department lawyers argued in
their filing.
Although regulators stopped
short of demanding Google sell
Android too, they asserted the
judge should make it clear the
company could still  be
required to divest its smart-
phone operating system if its
oversight committee continues
to see evidence of misconduct.
The broad scope of the recom-
mended penalties underscores
how severely regulators oper-
ating under president Joe
Biden's administration believe
Google should be punished
following an August ruling by
US District Judge Amit Mehta
that branded the company as
a monopolist.
The justice department deci-
sion-makers who will inherit
the case after president-elect
Donald Trump takes office
next year might not be as stri-
dent. The Washington, DC
court hearings on Google's
punishment are scheduled to
begin in April and Mehta is
aiming to issue his final deci-

sion before the Labour Day.
If Mehta embraces the govern-
ment's recommendations,
Google would be forced to sell
its 16-year-old Chrome brows-
er within six months of the
final ruling. But the company
certainly would appeal any
punishment, potentially pro-
longing a legal tussle, which
has dragged on for more than
four years.
Besides seeking a Chrome
spinoff and a corralling of the
Android software, the justice
department wants the judge to
ban Google from forging
multibillion-dollar deals to
lock in its dominant search
engine as the default option on
Apple's iPhone and other
devices. It would also ban
Google from favouring its own
services, such as YouTube or its
recently-launched artificial
intelligence platform, Gemini.
Regulators also want Google to
license the search index data it
collects from people's queries
to its rivals, giving them a bet-
ter chance at competing with
the tech giant. On the com-
mercial side of its search
engine, Google would be
required to provide more
transparency into how it sets
the prices that advertisers pay
to be listed near the top of
some targeted search results.
Kent Walker, Google's chief
legal officer, lashed out at the
justice department for pursu-
ing "a radical interventionist
agenda that would harm
Americans and America's
global technology." In a blog
post, Walker warned the over-
ly broad proposal would
threaten personal privacy
while undermining Google's
early leadership in artificial
intelligence, "perhaps the most
important innovation of our
time."
Wary of Google's increasing
use of artificial intelligence in
its search results, regulators
also advised Mehta to ensure
websites will be able to shield
their content from Google's AI

training techniques.
The measures, if they are
ordered, threaten to upend a
business expected to generate
more than $300 billion in rev-
enue this year.
"The playing field is not level
because of Google's conduct,
and Google's quality reflects
the ill-gotten gains of an
advantage illegally acquired,"
the Justice Department assert-
ed in its recommendations.
"The remedy must close this
gap and deprive Google of
these advantages."
It's still possible that the Justice
Department could ease off
attempts to break up Google,
especially if Trump takes the
widely expected step of replac-
ing Assistant Attorney General
Jonathan Kanter, who was
appointed by Biden to oversee
the agency's antitrust division.
Although the case targeting
Google was originally filed
during the final months of
Trump's first term in office,
Kanter oversaw the high-pro-
file trial that culminated in
Mehta's ruling against Google.
Working in tandem with
Federal Trade Commission
Chair Lina Khan, Kanter took
a get-tough stance against Big
Tech that triggered other
attempted crackdowns on
industry powerhouses such as
Apple and discouraged many
business deals from getting
done during the past four
years.
Trump recently expressed con-
cerns that a breakup might
destroy Google but didn't elab-
orate on alternative penalties
he might have in mind. "What
you can do without breaking
it up is make sure it's more
fair," Trump said last month.
Matt Gaetz,  the former
Republican congressman that
Trump nominated to be the
next US Attorney General,
has previously called for the
breakup of Big Tech compa-
nies.
Gaetz faces a tough confirma-
tion hearing.
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Union Steel Minister HD
Kumaraswamy has said that
steelmakers need to
collaborate with leading
institutions such as the Indian
Institute of Science (IISc) and
the Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs) to create a
globally-competitive and
technologically-advanced
steel industry.
He said India's steel sector
stands as the backbone of its
industrial strength and a
cornerstone of nation-
building. "From skyscrapers to
highways, railways to defence,

steel powers our progress and
fuels our ambitions," he said.
Speaking on the occasion of
the National Metallurgists
Awards ceremony in
Bengaluru on Wednesday, he
said, "To create a globally-
competitive and
technologically-advanced
steel industry, our steelmakers
need to collaborate with
leading institutions like IISc
and IITs (Indian Institutes of
Technology) for research."
Specialty steel, Kumaraswamy
said, is also a crucial sector
where research and
innovation is the need of the
hour.
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in Andhra Pradesh and
Odisha to buy expensive solar
power, earning more than
USD 2 billion over 20 years.
Adani group on Thursday
denied charges of paying
bribes to secure favourable
terms for power contracts,
saying the allegations by US
prosecutors are baseless and
the conglomerate is
compliant with all laws. It
said all possible legal recourse
will be sought. "The
allegations made by the US
Department of Justice and the
US Securities and Exchange
Commission against directors
of Adani Green are baseless
and denied," the group
spokesperson said in a
statement.
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Spanish star and World Cup
champion Juan Mata has

joined the expansion San
Diego FC’s ownership group,
making him the first active
international soccer player to
hold an ownership stake in
Major League Soccer.
Mata joins David Beckham as
only the second international
player to be involved in MLS
ownership.
“Joining San Diego FC as a
partner is an exciting
opportunity to help build
something truly special in a
city and league that are
experiencing incredible
growth,” Mata said in a
statement. 
He added that the
commitment to the
community by both the club
and the Right to Dream

Academy “aligns perfectly with
my own values. I look forward
to contributing my experience
and passion for the game and
working alongside everyone
here to build a club that
inspires both on and off the
pitch.”
He has been with the Western
Sydney Wanderers of the
Australian A-League since
September.

Mata has been a big name in
international soccer for years.
He won club honors in
England, Spain, Turkey and
Japan, and was a key player in
the golden era of the Spanish
men’s national team which
won the 2010 World Cup and
the 2012 UEFA European
Championship. A product of
Real Madrid’s youth academy,
Mata began his professional

career with Real Madrid
Castilla before transferring to
Valencia CF in 2007, where he
won the Copa del Rey the
following year. 
Mata signed with Chelsea FC
in 2011, where he was pivotal
in helping the London club
capture the UEFA Champions
League, FA Cup, and UEFA
Europa League titles, earning
Chelsea’s Player of the Year
honors twice in that span.
He joined Manchester United
in 2014, winning the FA Cup,
Europa League and EFL Cup
in nine seasons. He joined
Turkish side Galatasaray in
2022, where he celebrated his
first league title, before signing
with Japan’s Vissel Kobe in
2023, where he won the league
again. Mata founded the
Common Goal initiative,
pledging 1 per cent of his
salary to social causes.
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Australian captain Pat
Cummins expects the
B o r d e r - G a v a s k a r

Trophy against arch-foes
India to be more “attritional”
as the two heavyweights of
world cricket spar over five
Test matches instead of the
traditional four games.
And given the enormity of the
series, Cummins believes
players would not have the
time to be distracted by the
IPL auction that would take
place in Jeddah on Sunday,
the third day of the match.
The blockbuster series will be
a survival of the fittest as
Australia look to avenge
successive losses on home soil
when they go head-to-head
from Friday. 
“The Border-Gavaskar
Trophy has always been very
tight every series, five Test-
match series gets really
attritional, it’s a big one really,”
Cummins said at the pre-
match press conference here
on Thursday. 
Australia will be without their
assistant coach Daniel Vettori,
who was granted permission
to leave the Perth Test and be
at the two-day auction with
his IPL franchise SunRisers
Hyderabad.
“Yeah, I think he is there in
the auction. I don’t think so (it
will be a distraction). Dan has

flown over there, but he has
been here for the whole prep.
Done all the meetings, done
all the chats, watching it. We
came to know that anyway,”
Cummins said.
“So, for the players, I don’t
think so. Most of these guys
have been there in the
auctions before. They know

they can’t really do anything. 
“You are a sitting duck and
seeing whether you get
selected or not. It doesn’t...
Doesn’t make a difference to
how we go about the first two
days. It is not a distraction as
far as I can see it,” he added.
The Australia captain
admitted there will be

pressure on the home team,
especially after it lost the last
four Test series against India,
including the two humiliating
reverses on own soil. 
“There will always be pressure
when you are playing at
home. India are a very
talented side and it will be a
good challenge. But we are

not looking too far ahead,”
Cummins said. 
“It would be great to win the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy.
India are a great side but we
are well prepared.”
The leading pacer also said
said that newcomer Nathan
McSweeney should not try to
imitate David Warner, the

legendary opener who retired
from international cricket
earlier this year. 
“He should play his natural
game. He shouldn’t try to
imitate David Warner. That’s
not his game. As long as he
makes the bowlers bowl again
and again, that’s his game,”
Cummins said of the man
who is going to be handed his
Test debut at Optus Stadium. 
Asked about India’s talented
all-rounder Nitish Reddy,
Cummins said they shared
the dressing room for IPL
franchise SunRisers
Hyderabad and praised the
21-year-old.
“He is and impressive
youngster. Didn’t bowl much
for SRH. He can swing the
ball and is a really talented
kid.” 
Interestingly, both Australia
and India will be led by fast
bowling captains, a rarity in
international cricket. While
Cummins will lead Australia,
Jasprit Bumrah will be in
charge of the Indian team as
regular skipper Rohit Sharma
is currently on a paternity
leave. 
“It should happen more
(pacers leading teams),”
Cummins said. In the past
four series between the two
teams, India have won on all
four occasions, including
back-to-back away Test series
wins in 2018-19 and 2020-21. 

It’s going to get more attritional: Pat Cummins
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India’s stand-in skipper
Jasprit Bumrah on

Thursday insisted that his
team is not carrying any
baggage from the
unprecedented 0-3 defeat at
home against New Zealand
as it embarks on a
challenging Test series
against fierce rivals
Australia.
The five-match Test series
starts here on Friday.
“When you win you start
from zero but when you lose,
then also you also start from
zero. We are not carrying any

baggage from India. Yes, we
have our learnings from New
Zealand series but those
were different conditions
and our results here have
been different,” said Bumrah,
who is leading in the
opening Test in the absence
of Rohit Sharma, who is on
paternity leave.
Bumrah also said that the
team has finalised its playing
XI although he will reveal it
only at the toss.
“We have finalised our
playing XI and you will get
to know tomorrow morning
before the start of the
match,” the skipper said. 
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The winningest team in Costa Rica is
asking FIFA for a spot in next

summer’s Club World Cup and is willing
to take legal action if denied. Liga
Deportiva Alajuelense, which has won 30
league titles, wants FIFA to enforce the
rule that forbids clubs from the same
ownership to participate in the
tournament.
“The claim is based on the principles of
eligibility set in the rules of the
tournament,” the club said in a press
release. Team spokesman Marco Vazquez
noted that Mexican clubs Leon and
Pachuca belong to the same owner, Jesus
Martinez, of Grupo Pachuca.
“Those are the rules that FIFA established
— there cannot be multi-ownership,”

Vazquez said Wednesday. “There are two
Mexican clubs from the same owner and
the rulebook is clear. What we are asking
is to review what FIFA itself established.”
The FIFA-run competition has been
expanded from seven teams to 32 and
will be staged in the United States from
June to July next year. “We hired a law
firm in Spain, and they have all the

details,” Vazquez said of potential legal
action. FIFA has not publicly reacted to
the team’s announcement and didn’t
immediately answer a request for
comment.
Alajuelense is the best-ranked team in
Central America for the CONCACAF
but 40th overall in the region.
CONCACAF has four spots in the Club
World Cup. The teams that qualified are:
the Seattle Sounders, Monterrey, Leon
and Pachuca. Lionel Messi’s Inter Miami
will participate as a guest of the host.
All five clubs were announced for the
Dec. 5 draw in Miami. In Mexico, besides
Leon and Pachuca, there are another two
companies that own two or more clubs in
the first division. Grupo Caliente owns
Tijuana and Queretaro, while Grupo
Orlegi controls Atlas and Santos.
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Anew-look and much-fitter
Indian women’s hockey team

started its 2028 Los Angeles
Olympics’ qualification journey in
the most perfect manner,
producing a scintillating, unbeaten
performance during its title-
defending Asian Champions
Trophy campaign here.
It marked a resurrection of sorts
for the side that had been left
deflated after failing to qualify for
the Paris Olympics this year. It
marks a fresh beginning for the
team and its seasoned coach
Harendra Singh.
Since taking over in April,
Harendra’s vision has been crystal
clear -- to qualify for the 2028
Games.
He always believed and
emphasised that a successful ACT
campaign will be the right start for
the team’s journey towards the
2026 World Cup and the 2028
Olympics.
And Harendra couldn’t have asked
for more from his wards.
“I truly believe this victory will
inspire more young girls to take up

hockey and further elevate the
sport in India. We are thrilled to be
able to bring this win to our fans
and our nation,” said captain
Salima Tete after the brilliant
campaign.
His primary focus since taking
charge has been to improve the
team’s fitness, and fortitude and
the Indian players performance in
the just-concluded ACT was a
testament to the fact that they have
worked tremendously on these
core areas and lived upto their
coach’s expectation.
“While we celebrate this win, our
focus remains on long-term goals.
We are working hard every day,
trusting the process, and staying
dedicated to delivering our best in
every tournament,” Salima said.
“Our ultimate aim is to bring more
laurels to India and make the
country proud,” she added.
The Indians were impressive in
most departments of the game and
remained unbeaten in seven
matches, including the semifinal
and final. What has been
heartening for India was their ball
transition from the backline to the
opposition circle using both the

flanks.
The resolute show by the defensive
line was also one of the hallmarks
of India’s performance as they
conceded just two goals in seven
games, while scoring as many as 29

themselves.
Out of these 29 goals, 15 came
from field efforts -- a heartening
statistic --, 12 from penalty
corners and two from penalty
strokes.

The ACT produced many stars for
India, the prominent among them
was 20-year-old young striker
Deepika, who was the
tournament’s highest scorer with
11 goals to her name, including

four from field play, six from
penalty corners and one penalty
stroke.
In fact, five Indians were there in
the top-10 scorers’ list. Besides
Deepika, Sangita Kumari (4 goals),
Preeti Dubey (3), Navneet Kaur
(3) and Lalrmsiami (3) were also
impressive.
Harendra worked extensively on
the fitness of the players in the run
up to the tournament and it was
clearly visible on the turf as the
side played fast-paced, one-touch
hockey throughout the
tournament to trouble opponents,
including reigning Olympic silver-
medallists China whom they
defeated 1-0 in the final to retain
the title.
If Deepika was a sensation
upfront, vice-captain Navneet
Kaur, Lalremsiami and Neha were
the fulcrum of India’s midfield.
Besides Deepika, young Sangita
too was brilliant inside the circle,
while Salima and 17-year-old
Sunelita Toppo simply broke down
the opposition defence with their
dribbling skills and brilliant runs
from the flanks.
The defensive line was brilliantly

held together by Udita, Sushila
Chanu, Jyoti and Ishika
Chaudhary. So good was their
performance that Indian
goalkeepers Savita Punia and
Bichu Devi Kharibam were hardly
called into action in the
tournament.
But going forward, their is a vital
area of concern for Harendra --
conversion rate from penalty
corners.
The statistics might show India
scored 12 from penalty corners but
the team’s conversion rate was very
poor.
The Indians earned penalty
corners aplenty in all the matches
but lacked in execution and
variation despite having as many
as four options in the side in the
form of Deepika, Udita, Navneet
and Manisha Chauhan.
But the future augurs well for the
Indian team as the players look to
gain much-needed exposure by
rubbing shoulders with the best of
the world in the first-ever four-
team women’s Hockey India
League, starting in Ranchi on
January 12 and finishing on
January 26. 
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Cheteshwar Pujara, who knows a thing
or two about grinding the Australian

attack in their den, on Thursday backed
KL Rahul to bat at the vital number three
slot in the Border-Gavaskar Trophy, and
said the swashbuckling Yashasvi Jaiswal
is capable of doing what David Warner
did in his prime.
The five-match Test series begins here on
Friday. 
“I don’t know the batting order. I would
prefer him (Rahul) at No. 3 because he
has the experience to bat there,” Pujara
said in Star Sports press room.
Rahul, however, is expected to open with
youngster Yashasvi Jaiswal, while
Karnataka’s Devdutt Padikkal is being
considered for No. 3 to maintain a left-
right combination.
“It seems the team is preferring Devdutt
(Padikkal) at No. 3 for the left-right
combination. He has batted at 5-6 and in
the middle order. It will be easier to bat at
No. 3 than opening. If he can bat at No.
3, it will be good.”
Pujara, currently sidelined from the Test
set-up, praised Jaiswal and compared his
batting with that of Australian great
David Warner.
“One of the most talented cricketers
India has produced.... I’m very confident
that going forward, he has a lot to prove.
I know he will play a key role in this
series if we have to win.

“His role would be one of the most
important ones. He can play a role
similar to what David Warner used to do
for the Australian team.
“Being an opener, he holds the key. He’s
mentally tough. He loves batting, hits a
number of balls. He has a long way to go
across the formats.”
Pujara said the youngsters must play
with self-confidence and without the fear
of failure.
“I will tell them the first battle is a mental
battle. Self-confidence and belief are
needed to make runs in these conditions.
When there is pace and bounce, there is
a chance of the ball hitting the body. You
have to come out of that fear,” Pujara
said.
On tackling short-pitch deliveries in
Australian conditions, Pujara said the
batters will have to identify the deliveries
they should leave.
“As a batter, you need to understand your
strengths. We often end up playing hook
shots we aren’t quite capable of. On
Indian pitches, most short-pitched
deliveries are below shoulder level. But in
Australia, they’re often above shoulder
height.
“As a batter, you need to identify which
balls to leave and which to play. Those
below the shoulders are the ones you can
pull, but you need to be in control of the
shot. Sometimes you leave the ball, and
sometimes you pull. You can’t have a set
rule -- you just need to look at the ball

and play according to the situation. Be in
the present moment,” he said.
Kohli needs a start
Virat Kohli may be going through a lean
patch but Pujara believes his past success
in Australia will help him to turn things
around.
“There is a lot of expectation of him. The
number of matches he’s playing and the
athlete Virat is, he doesn’t get enough
breaks in between. That is why
sometimes, when you’re not getting
enough breaks, your body and
confidence go down a bit. That’s normal.
“He has got some break. He’s at a place
where he likes to compete. If someone is
having a go at him, he would like to give
it back to the bowlers -- that’s how he
started his journey.
“He has set high standards for himself.
He has that awareness. He has been a
leader and is probably the best in the
circuit. He’s aware of what’s expected of
him and how many runs he has to make.” 
Under Kohli’s captaincy on the 2017-18
tour of Australia, Pujara aggregated over
500 runs and played a significant role in
India’s historic Test series triumph. 
“I’m confident that once he gets going, he
needs to spend some time in the game.
He’s capable of doing all things. Always
leading from the front, it’s about getting a
50-60-70. If he gets a hundred, then he
will have a great series ahead,” Pujara
said of Kohli.
“In every match, he is motivated,
whatever the format. Definitely, he has
worked on it. It’s about getting that start
and spending time at the crease.” 
Pant 2.0 a lot smarter
Rishabh Pant has been the architect of
their epic triumph in the 2020-21 series,
and the wicketkeeper-batter has returned
after surviving a horrific car accident two
years ago. Pujara feels the left-hander is a
lot smarter now and will be one to watch
out for.
Australian bowlers struggle a bit to bowl
to lefties. There’s a different kind of
enjoyment watching him. He’s an
attacking player who puts pressure on
the bowlers. It becomes easy for me to
play my natural game as they try to stop
runs.
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