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Heatwave continues to
take its toll on the

population as more than 16
vulnerable people died in the
last 24 hours due to heat-
related illness, including
heatstroke in the Delhi-NCR
in the grip of intense weather
for the past few days. As per
the data available from
various hospitals in the city,
many are battling with the
situation.
In the last 24 hours, one
patient each died at Ram
Manohar Lohia (RML)
Hospital and Safdarjung
Hospital while five patients
died at other various
Government hospitals,
including Lok Nayak
Hospital (LNJP), according to
the Government hospitals
officials.
At the Centre-run RML
Hospital, the authorities
received 22 patients in the
last two days. There have
been five deaths and 12 to 13
patients are on ventilator
support. To give reprieve to
such patients, the hospital has
set up a first-of-its-kind
heatstroke unit.
At the Safdarjung Hospital,
there have been a total of 60
heat-stroke cases, including
42 who have been admitted.
The hospital has reported six
casualties, including a 60-
year-old woman and a 50-

year-old man who died on
Tuesday.
According to LNJP Hospital
authorities, four patients have
died due to suspected
heatstroke in the last two
days. "There were two deaths
on Tuesday due to suspected
heat stroke and two casualties
on Wednesday. There are 16
heat stroke patients
admitted," said a hospital
official.
One of the victims, aged
around 39, died during
treatment on June 15. He was
a motor mechanic who

collapsed while working at
his shop in Janakpuri. He was
brought in with high-grade
fever.
It’s not only the national
Capital but various pockets
across the Northwest and
Central India are registering
some of the highest recorded
temperatures in years,
causing mortalities. In the
adjoining region of Noida, at
least 14 people reportedly
died in the last 24 hours due
to suspected heatstroke,
according to the health
department. However, post-

mortem reports are awaited
to ascertain the exact cause of
death, said the officials.
The maximum temperature
recorded in the national
Capital crossed 45 degrees as
Pitampura recorded the
highest temperature in the
city of 45.1 degrees Celsius,
six notches above the normal.
Safdarjung, considered as a
parameter for the whole of
Delhi, recorded 43.6 degrees
Celsius as the maximum
temperature, 4.8 degrees
above the normal.
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In its first Cabinet meeting
after assuming the third

consecutive term, the Modi
Government 3.0 on
Wednesday raised the
minimum support price
(MSP) for paddy by 5.35 per
cent to �2,300 per quintal for
the 2024-25 kharif marketing
season.  
The MSP for 'common' grade
paddy has been raised �117 to
�2,300 per quintal, while for
the 'A' grade variety it has
been hiked to �2,320 per
quintal for the upcoming
Kharif season. The highest
absolute increase in MSP over
the previous year has been
recommended for oilseeds
and pulses viz nigerseed
(�983/- per quintal) followed
by sesamum (�632/- per
quintal) and tur/arhar (�550/-
per quintal).
The Union Cabinet has
increased the MSP for all 14
crops, including paddy, ragi,
bajra, jowar, maize and cotton
which will have a financial
implication of �two lakh crore
for the Government and
entail gain of �35,000 crore to
farmers over the previous
season. Announcing the MSP
increase, Information and
Broadcasting Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said the
Cabinet has approved the
minimum support prices for
14 Kharif (summer) crops
based on recommendations
from the Commission for
Agricultural Costs and Prices
(CACP). The MSP for Jowar
has been increased by �191

per quintal from �3,180 to
�3,371 per quintal. The MSP
for Bajra has been increased
to 125 per quintal from
�2,500 to �2,625 per quintal;
Ragi by 444 from �3,846 to
�4,290 per quintal and Maize
by �135 from �2,090 to �2,225
per quintal.  
The MSP for tur/arhar also
increased by �550 from
�7,000 to 7,550 per quintal;
Moong by 124 from �8,558
per quintal to �8,682 per
quintal; Urad by �450 from �
6,950 to �7,400; Groundnut
by �406 from �6,377 to 6,783
per quintal and Sunflower
Seed by �520 from �6,760 to
�7,280 per quintal.
The hike in paddy support
price comes despite the
Government sitting on
surplus rice stocks, but it is
significant ahead of elections
in states like Haryana,
Maharashtra, Jharkhand, and
Delhi.
“The increase in MSP for
Kharif crops for marketing

season 2024-25 is in line with
the Union Budget 2018-19
announcement of fixing the
MSP at a level of at least 1.5
times of the all-India
weighted average cost of
production, The expected
margin to farmers over their
cost of production are
estimated to be highest in case
of bajra (77per cent) followed
by tur (59 per cent), maize (54
per cent) and urad (52 per
cent). For rest of the crops,
margin to farmers over their
cost of production is
estimated to be at 50 per
cent,” the Ministry of
Agriculture said in a
statement. Vaishnaw said the
Government had a clear
policy decision taken in the
2018 Union Budget that MSP
should be at least 1.5 times
the cost of production, and
this principle was followed in
the latest MSP hike. The cost
was scientifically calculated
by CACP, he added. 

Continued on Page 2
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Even as Canada's Parliament
marked the first anniversary

of slain Khalistan Tiger Force
(KTF) chief Hardeep Singh
Nijjar's death by holding a
moment of silence in the House
of Commons on Tuesday, India
reminded the world of the
Kanishka bombing in 1985, the
most heinous terror-related air
disasters in the history of civil
aviation. Nijjar was shot dead
outside a gurdwara in Surrey,
British Columbia, on June 18
last year. Canadian police have
arrested four Indian nationals
in connection with the murder.
Diplomatic ties remain frosty
between the two countries over
anti-India activities being
carried out from the soil of
Canada and alleged

involvement of Indian agents in
the killing of Nijjar, a Canadian
citizen.
"India stands at the forefront of
battle against the menace of
terrorism and works closely
with all nations to tackle this
global threat", India's
Consulate General in
Vancouver said as it reminded
the world of the Kanishka
bombing, the most heinous
terror-related air disaster in the
history of civil aviation.

The Montreal-New Delhi Air
India 'Kanishka' Flight 182
exploded 45 minutes before it
was to have landed at London's
Heathrow Airport on June 23,
1985, killing all 329 people on
board, most of them Canadians
of Indian descent.
The bombing was blamed on
Sikh militants in retaliation to
'Operation Bluestar' to flush
out militants from the Golden
Temple in 1984.
The Consulate General of India
has planned a memorial service
to mark the anniversary of the
bombing. "India stands at the
forefront of countering the
menace of terrorism and works
closely with all nations to tackle
this global threat," the
Consulate General of India in
Vancouver posted a social
media message later Tuesday.

Continued on Page 2
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The judge hearing Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal's bail

petition extended his judicial
custody till July 3. On Wednesday, he
was produced before the court
through video conference on expiry
of his judicial custody granted
earlier. The counsel appearing for
Kejriwal opposed the ED's
application seeking extension of his
judicial custody, saying there were no
grounds to justify his continued
incarceration.
Opposing the bail application of
Kejriwal, the Enforcement
Directorate on Wednesday claimed
that Kejriwal demanded ��00 crore
bribe from the South Group for his
party in a money laundering case
linked to the alleged excise scam.
The ED told the court that if AAP,
which has been arrayed as an
accused in the case, the person in
charge of the party will be held
culpable.
The ED told the court that when
former Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia was made an accused
in the case, the AAP was not named
as an accused. "Kejriwal demanded
bribe. He asked for bribe of �100
crore. Kejriwal asked for funds for
the AAP. Kejriwal demanded
kickbacks from South Group. You
can't say he is not guilty of offence. If
AAP commits a crime, then every
person in charge of the party will be
deemed to be guilty," the ED told
Special Judge Niyay Bindu.
"Now AAP has been made an
accused. Kejriwal is responsible for
the conduct (of the party)," it added.
Kejriwal is the National Convenor of
AAP.

Continued on Page 2
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The 2024 monsoon
season in India is off to

a slow start, characterised
by delayed progress and
uneven rainfall
distribution across the
country with the India
M e t e o r o l o g i c a l
Department saying the
country will witness
below-normal monsoon
rainfall in June this year.
This is likely to impact
agricultural yields and
food security, especially
the Kharif crop, given that
it is largely sown in June
and July. While southern
and some northeastern
regions may see normal to
above-normal rains, many
areas in northwest and
Central India face
significant shortages. With
at least 52 per cent of
India's cultivated area
relying on monsoon rains,
the implications for
agriculture are
considerable.

Continued on Page 2
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The post poll violence continued in
Bengal unabated leaving two BJP

workers dead in the past 24 hours,
sources said. Gaur Hari Maity of Arjun
Nagar in Bhagwanpur village under
Bhupatinagar Police Station was beaten
to death by alleged TMC goons, his
family members said. 
"Local TMC men had come looking for
Shashanka Maity the son of Gaur Hari
but getting the wind of it he fled the
home… when they could not find him
they abducted his father Gaur Hari and
took him to an unknown destination
where he was beaten to death," locals
said. The area falls under Kanthi Lok
Sabha constituency from where BJP
candidate Dibyendu Adhikari won in
the recently concluded general elections. 
"The deceased was taken to the hospital
where he was declared 'brought dead'," a
district level police officer said adding
the "police have started investigation.

Continued on Page 2
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In course of the security
forces' drive to sanitise

Jammu and Kashmir ahead of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's Srinagar visit for this
year's International Yoga Day
function on June 21, two
terrorists were gunned down
in the Hadipora area of PD
Sopore in North Kashmir's
Baramulla district. Two
security personnel, including
one Army jawan, also received
injuries during the operation.
Meanwhile, the Jammu and
Kashmir Police have declared
Srinagar city as a temporary
"red zone", and banned the
operation of drones ahead of
PM's visit. This will be Modi's
first visit to Jammu and
Kashmir after being sworn in
as the Prime Minister for the
third time.
Till the time of filing of this
report, the identity of the
slain terrorists could not be
ascertained as the security
forces were still conducting
searches in the area and were
yet to retrieve the bodies of
the slain terrorists from the
encounter site.
Chinar Corps, in a post on X,
stated that the operation was

conducted on receipt of
specific information about
the presence of terrorists in
the area. "On specific
intelligence input regarding
the presence of terrorists, a
Joint operation was launched
by the Indian Army and
Jammu and Kashmir police
on Wednesday in the
Hadipora area of PD Sopore;
two terrorists were
eliminated; the operation is
still in progress."
Meanwhile, in a significant
development, the Jammu and
Kashmir police have arrested

one person for harbouring
terrorists behind the terror
attack on a pilgrim bus in
Reasi on June 9.
Addressing a press conference
in Reasi SSP Mohita Sharma
said, "A breakthrough has
been achieved in the case of
the terrorist attack on the
pilgrim bus which was
coming from Shiv Khori on
9th June. In this case, one
accomplish of the Reasi
terrorists identified as
Hakam, 45, has been arrested
by the J&K Police at Reasi. 

Continued on Page 2
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Daughter of a Rajya Sabha
member was arrested by the

Chennai Police on Tuesday
morning in connection with the
death of a painter who was
sleeping on the pavement. On
Monday night Beeda Madhuri
(33), daughter of Rajya Sabha MP
and former Kavali (Nellore) MLA
Beeda Masthan Rao, was driving
her BMW car accompanied by her
friend and ran over Satish who was
lying on the pavement. Masthan
Rao belongs to YSR Congress. 
According to police, the deceased
was under the influence of alcohol.
Maduri arranged for shifting the
grievously injured Satish to
hospital and drove away. But he
succumbed to injuries late Monday
night and this gave rise to massive
protest by the residents of the
locality, most of them belonging to
the working class.
Maduri on being informed about
the death of Satish, surrendered
before the traffic investigation
wing of Chennai Police and she
was charged under Section 304 (A)
od the Indian Penal Code , for
causing death by negligence.
Section 304 (A) carries with of
punishment of imprisonment for
two years or fine or both and is a

cognisable and bailable offence
which could be triable by the
magistrate of the first class.  She
was let off on bail.
Though the locals alleged that she
was under the influence of alcohol,
the police refuted the same and
said there was nothing to suggest
that the lady had consumed
alcohol. 
But they were not forthcoming
when asked whether her blood
sample has been collected and sent
for testing.
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After viewing the film and
hearing both sides, the

Bombay High Court on
Wednesday allowed the release
of the film 'Hamare Baarah'
after its makers agreed to delete
objectionable portions. 
Hearing a plea seeking a ban on
the film for its derogatory con-
tent towards Islamic faith and
the Muslim community, a HC
division bench Justices B. P.
Colabawalla and irdosh
Pooniwalla viewed the film
and suggested changes which
both the movie makers and the
petitioners agreed to.
Originally slated for release
on June 7 and then postponed
to June 14, 'Hamare Baarah' --
which deals with a woman
taking her father to court to
allow her pregnant mother the
right to terminate the preg-
nancy in order to save life – is
likely to hit the screens on June
21.
The HC bench allowed the

release of 'Hamare Baarah' after
the makers assured the court
that the necessary changes
would be made and a certificate
would be obtained from the
Central Board of Film
Certification (CBFC).
One of the changes suggested
by the court was that the  film-
makers would  display on
screen a disclaimer which is
shown at the inception of the
Film for a duration of 12 sec-
onds.
The message -- to be displayed
on screen both in English for

12 seconds would read as fol-
lows: “According to the Sharia
(law), Muslims are allowed to
practise polygamy. According
to the Quran, a man may have
up to four legal wives only if
there is a fear of being unjust
to non-married orphan girls.
Even then, the husband is
required to treat all the wives
equally. If a man fears that he
will not be able to meet these
conditions then he is not
allowed more than one wife”.
The HC also imposed Rs 5 lakh
cost on the makers of the
movie for releasing trailers
before obtaining CBFC certifi-
cation. The court said that the
filmmakers would donate the
amount of Rs 5 lakh to Ideal
Relief Committee Trust which
will be used to  provide relief
to the people in times of nat-
ural disasters.
In his petition,  social worker
Azhar B. Tamboli had con-
tended that the film “distorted”
the Quran, portrayed the
Muslim community in a neg-
ative manner, and claimed that

the CBFC had flouted the
Cinematograph Act, 1952, by
incorrectly certifying it for
release violating the
Constitution Article 19(2) and
25.
Earlier this month, the high
court had postponed the
release of the film. It later per-
mitted the release after the
makers said the objectionable
portions would be deleted as
directed by the CBFC.
The petitioners then moved the
Supreme Court, which stayed
the release of the film and
directed the High Court to hear
and take an appropriate deci-
sion.
At the hearing before the high
court on Wednesday, the par-
ties submitted consent terms to
the Court and said that they
had arrived at a consensus
regarding removal of objec-
tionable parts of the movie.
The petitioners told the court
that they had no objection to
the release of the film once the
changes suggested by the court
are made.
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Passengers aboard a SpiceJet
f light from Delhi to

Darbhanga on Wednesday
were left gasping for air as they
sat inside the aeroplane with-
out air conditioning for over an
hour amid the ongoing heat-
wave gripping Delhi. 
The incident, which occurred
on flight SG 476, led to sever-
al passengers feeling unwell.
Rohan Kumar, a passenger on
the flight, stated, "At the Delhi
airport after the check-in, they
did not switch on the air-con-
ditioning (AC) for an hour. The
temperature inside (flight) was
40 degrees. The passengers
were suffering. The air-condi-
tioner (AC) was switched on
when the flight took off."
In a video, the passengers were
visibly experiencing discomfort
with many sweating continu-
ously. While a woman used a
handkerchief to fan herself

amid the high temperatures, a
man used a magazine to pro-
vide himself relief.
However, a spokesperson for
SpiceJet denied the allegations,
stating that flight SG 476
departed on time and the air
conditioning functioned nor-
mally throughout the journey.
“SpiceJet flight SG 476 from
Delhi to Darbhanga on June 19,
scheduled to depart at 11 am,
departed on time without any
delays. The air conditioning
was working normally
throughout the flight, which
was verified and cross-checked

upon arrival in
Darbhanga.During boarding
in Delhi, the air conditioning
initially experienced slight inef-
ficiency due to extreme weath-
er conditions and both doors of
the aircraft being open, as
boarding was not via the aer-
obridge. The doors were
promptly closed after boarding
completion, and the cooling
functioned normally there-
after," he said. 
Delhi, currently reeling under
severe heatwave, recorded its
warmest night in over a decade
with temperatures soaring well
above seasonal norms.
Hospitals are reporting a spike
in patients suffering from heat-
related illnesses such as heat
stroke and exhaustion. 
The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has pre-
dicted pre-monsoon showers in
Delhi over the next few days,
offering a potential respite
from the intense heatwave .

����*�	��(������ 4
66-

An overground worker
Hakimdeen, arrested by

the Reasi police in the terror
attack case on a pilgrim bus in
which nine pilgrims were
killed and 41 others were
injured on June 9, was given a
paltry sum of Rs 6,000 by the
foreign terrorists for sheltering
them and providing logistics
support to execute the terror
plot. 
According to police,
Hakimdeen was arrested by the
Reasi police from the Bandrahi
area of the frontier Rajouri dis-
trict.  
SSP Reasi Mohita Sharma
Wednesday told reporters,
"During preliminary interro-
gation, Hakimdeen has so far
confessed that he sheltered
three foreign terrorists for a
paltry sum of Rs 6000".   
SSP Reasi also revealed that
Hakimdeen worked as their
guide, provided them with
food and shelter, and escorted
these foreign terrorists to the
attack site by avoiding coming

on the radar of the CCTVs fit-
ted across different locations.
He was also handed over a

sum of Rs 6000, SSP Reasi
added.
Sharing some more details
about the terror incident SSP
Reasi  Mohita Sharma said
Hakimdeen has also claimed
he was present at the time of
the attack and heard gunshots.
He later escorted them (foreign
terrorists) to their safe hideout.

She revealed the foreign ter-
rorists visited his residence
on at least three occasions.
They stayed at his residence for
one full day before he dropped
them in Reasi near the attack
site. 
SSP Reasi said both Rajouri
and Reasi police are carrying
out searches to track down the
footprints of these foreign ter-
rorists in the area. 
"We will not stop until those

terrorists are either arrested or
neutralized". She maintained
"Around 150 people have been
picked up in connection with
this case. 
Referring to alerts SSP Reasi
clarified the police teams were
on high alert in the wake of the
swearing-in ceremony of the
new govt and India-Pakistan
match. We did not get any spe-
cific input regarding this
attack..."
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Gujarat has added a new
feather to its cap, further

boosting its global recogni-
tion and prestige. Bhuj's
Smritivan Earthquake
Memorial Museum has been
listed as one of the world's
seven most beautiful museums
by the renowned Prix Versailles
Award for Architecture and
Design, presented annually by
UNESCO. Under the guid-
ance of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the lead-
ership of Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel, Gujarat's
global image continues to
flourish. 
Smritivan becomes India's first
museum to receive global
acclaim for its adherence to
local culture and environmen-
tal conservation. 
The recognition is a moment of
immense pride for every
Gujarati with CM Patel con-

gratulating the entire team
involved in constructing and
managing Smritivan on reach-
ing this significant milestone.
Modi Inaugurated Smritivan
Earthquake Memorial in 2022
On August 28, 2022, Prime
Minister Modi had inaugurat-
ed Smritivan Earthquake
Memorial in Gujarat, in mem-
ory of the lives lost during the
devastating earthquake that
struck Kachchh on January
26, 2001. 
Smritivan embodies Kachchh's
resilience against adversities-a
tale of perseverance, a symbol
of rebirth, and a testament to
transformation. 
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Three people were arrested
by the Gurugram Police in

the case of a driver being beat-
en to death in an alleged road-
rage incident on the Sohna
Road Gurugram on June 15,
police said.According to the
police, the accused were iden-
tified as Vicky (35), Sagar (23),
and Lalit (34) a resident of
Rajokri in the national capital.
The incident came to light on
June 15 after the police received
a call from a hospital that the
victim Dinu alias Deen Dayal
(37) was admitted with injuries
and later died during treat-
ment. During the probe, it was
revealed that the victim's vehi-
cle collided with the accused
vehicle in front of JMD
Megapolis, Sector -48 Sohna
Road. The incident led to an
altercation and the trio
thrashed the victim brutally
and left the spot.
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The arrested man has been
guilty of harboring terrorists
multiple times. Besides
providing food and shelter,
the said person also acted as a
guide helping the terrorists
reach the spot of the incident.
The arrested person is a
prized catch as he helped the
terrorists in execution of
attacks. Further interrogation
and investigation of the case is
going on" According to a
statement issued by the Prime
Minister's Office (PMO),
Prime Minister Modi will
participate in the
'Empowering Youth,
Transforming J&K' event at
Sher-i-Kashmir International
Conference Centre (SKICC)

in Srinagar at around 6 pm on
June 20.
Prime Minister Modi will
inaugurate and lay the
foundation stone of multiple
development projects in J&K.
He will also launch the
C o m p e t i t i v e n e s s
Improvement in Agriculture
and Allied Sectors Project
(JKCIP), the statement said.
The prime minister will
participate in the 10th
International Day of Yoga
event at SKICC in Srinagar at
around 6: 30 am on June 21.
He will address the gathering
on the occasion and take part
in the yoga session thereafter,
it said.
This year's Yoga Day event
underscores yoga's profound
impact on young minds and
bodies. The celebration aims
to unite thousands in the
practice of yoga, promoting

health and wellness on a
global scale.
More than 7,000 people from
different walks of life will join
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday to celebrate
the 10th International Yoga
Day on the banks of the
famous Dal Lake in Jammu
and Kashmir. 
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha said it is an honour for
the entire Kashmir valley to
have the prime minister here
on International Yoga Day.
"It's an honour for the whole
Valley to have Prime Minister
Narendra Modi here on
International Yoga Day. He
will perform Yoga on the
banks of Dal Lake with more
than 7,000 people who will
participate in the event on
June 21," Sinha said.
In Doda, a joint team of the
Jammu & Kashmir Police and

4 Rashtriya Rifles successfully
apprehended the civilian
responsible for snatching a
service weapon of a Special
Police Officer (SPO) within
24 hours of the incident.
The police said that the
civilian was caught in a forest
area near the Bhalla area of
Doda district.
Senior superintendent of
police, Doda, Javed Iqbal, said
a civilian identified as
Muhammad Rafi had been
arrested near his village.
Mohammad Rafi had fled
away with an AK-47 rifle of
Safar Hussain, a Special Police
Officer, when the duo was on
their way to Trown area in
Bhalla on Tuesday.
When they reached Pul Doda,
Safar de-boarded the vehicle
to buy some essentials, while
Rafi fled away with the
weapon.
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During the arguments on his
bail application, Kejriwal's
counsel told the court that
the entire case against him
rested upon statements. "The
statements are of those who
have confessed themselves to
be guilty. They are not saints
here. They are those who are
not only tainted but it
appears that some were
arrested and were given a
promise of bail and promise
of being granted pardon.
Approvers. And there is
another category who have
not been arrested," the
counsel said.
According to the ED and the
CBI, the South Group is a
cartel of politicians, business

people and others who
lobbied for liquor licences for
which they paid bribe to the
Delhi's ruling party.
Kejriwal's lawyer claimed
there were contradictions in
the statements made by
several co-accused.
"I won't be surprised if
another statement is
recorded to fill the lacunae.
This is the process they
follow. The investigations are
always unending. 
Whenever they want they
implicate anyone. This is the
biggest instrument of
oppression," he added.
The ED opposed Kejriwal's
application, asserting, "The
requirement is not that you
don't have (criminal)
antecedents."

"…that I hold a
constitutional post is not
relevant for grant of bail
under PMLA. It may be an
additional factor for refusing
bail but the only factor which
is relevant is whether he is
guilty," the ED counsel said.
Refuting Kejriwal's argument
that the only evidence the ED
had got against him was
"approvers' statements", the
central agency said when it
becomes difficult to secure
evidence, approvers are
made.
"The law recognises it. You
can't say there is
inducement...So, it is what
the law says," it said. The fact
that the offence of money
laundering has been
committed is beyond doubt

because the court has taken
cognisance and it has not
been challenged, it added.
"Co-accused Vijay Nair was
media coordinator of AAP.
He was coordinating. He
used to hold meetings with
those interested in liquor
policy, the wholesalers. We
have evidence that he was
very close to Kejriwal.
"Demand (for bribe) is
established. The money has
gone to Goa. It has gone to
hawala dealers. 
We have recorded
statements. Larger chunk of
amount was paid in cash is
also established. The entire
trail has been established,"
the ED asserted while
opposing Kejriwal's bail
petition.
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He said they will wait for the postmortem report to come to any
conclusion … all the angles are being investigated."
Speaking to the media Bengal Opposition Leader Suvendu
Adhikari said that post-poll violence had become a regular
affair in the State. "This is not one off case … they killed another
of our men at Cooch Behar … where the TMC goons attacked
the house of one of our workers Sanjay Burman … who in a bid
save himself by speeding off with his motorcycle … met with an
accident and died … this was an accident induced by the TMC
men and we will demand justice against it." Early this month
Hafizul Sheikh a BJP worker was allegedly murdered at
Krishnagar in Nadia district. He had joined the BJP from
CPI(M) and had worked for the saffron party. After the
elections he was shot dead and beheaded. His assailants carried
away his severed head as a trophy. The Wednesday's incident
came in the midst of a BJP fact finding team led by former
Tripura Chief Minister visiting Bengal. Reacting to the post poll
violence former Union Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad who was
also a part of the team said what was happening in the name of
post poll violence should stop adding "the BJP workers are
being raped, their houses looted and they are being murdered
… Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee who is a woman herself
should feel ashamed of this."Adhikari said the BJP would
continue to fight against the BJP adding Governor CB Ananda
Bose should visit the affected areas and take of the situation
himself. The incident comes a day after the Union Home
Ministry informed the Calcutta High Court that it has no
reservation if the deployment of central forces in Bengal was
extended in the light of alleged post-poll violence. The Court on
Tuesday directed the Centre to assess the situation and submit
before it the facts on June 21 the next date of hearing. The BJP
has been asking for extension of the deployment of central
forces in Bengal.
In separate PILs filed by Adhikari and BJP advocate Priyanka
Tibrewal before the Division Bench of Justice Harish Tandon it
was alleged that the TMC goons were attacking the members of
the opposition particularly the BJP in the continued post poll
violence. They demanded the delaying the withdrawal of central
forces from Bengal.
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Although the maximum
temperatures have come
down in the city, the
minimum temperature,
settled at 35.2 degrees today,
reduces the difference
between the highest and the
lowest temperatures and
makes the weather more
uncomfortable for the
Delhiites. Since June 1, Delhi
has been reeling under heat
wave conditions and since the
past few days, witnessing
warm nights. The feel like
temperature hovered around
50 degrees celsius for three
consecutive days as the city
recorded heat index at 49.1
degrees celsius.
The day and night
temperatures in the region
have been consistently coming
closer, even as various pockets
of the country’s heat affected
regions including the national
capital which has recorded the
highest temperatures in 13
years.
This has prompted the Union

Health Minister JP Nadda to
issue an advisory to all the
central Government hospitals
to give priority to the
treatment of those admitted
due to the heat wave. While
reviewing the heatwave
situation and preparedness of
the central government

hospitals on Wednesday, he
directed officials to ensure
that all hospitals are prepared
to provide the best healthcare
to the affected and set up
heatstroke units. Last month,
Delhi Health minister
Saurabh Bharadwaj had
announced that the Delhi
government-run hospitals will
reserve two beds each for
heatstroke patients while five
beds will be reserved at the
LNJP Hospital.
Bharadwaj on Wednesday also
conducted an emergency
meeting with heads of
different hospitals regarding
heat stroke patients. Given
that homeless people are
directly exposed to the
scorching sun for prolonged
periods of time, he has asked
the Delhi Police beat officers
and patrolling teams to help in
shifting homeless people,
lying under open sky, to
shelter homes.
Delhi Police Commissioner
Sanjay Arora will be
communicated to ask their
patrolling teams to call
Ambulances in case their
team spot destitute is running
high fever or sick, he said
while directing hospitals to
scale up the beds for patients
of heat related illnesses. Fresh
advisory will be advertised in
radio and newspapers, he said.
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"June 23, 2024 marks the 39th
Anniversary of the cowardly
terrorist bombing of Air India
flight 182 (Kanishka), in
which 329 innocent victims,
including 86 children, lost
their lives in one of the most
heinous terror-related air
disasters in the history of civil
aviation," it said.
The memorial is scheduled on
June 23 at the Air India
Memorial at Stanley Park's
Ceperley Playground area in
Vancouver.
The Consulate encouraged
members of the Indian
diaspora to join the event in a
show of solidarity against
terrorism.
The memorial service to be

hosted by India comes amid
strain in India's ties with
Canada over the issue of
Khalistan terrorists after
Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau alleged in
September last year of the
"potential" involvement of
Indian agents in the killing of
Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a
designated Sikh terrorist.
India has dismissed
Trudeau's allegations as
"absurd and 
motivated."

India has been maintaining
that the main issue between
the two countries is that of
Canada giving space to pro-
Khalistan elements operating
from Canadian soil with
impunity.

India has repeatedly
conveyed its "deep concerns"
to Canada and New Delhi
expects Ottawa to take strong
action against those elements.
Nijjar, the chief of Khalistan
Tiger Force (KTF), figured on
the list released by the Indian
Government with 40 other
'designated terrorists'.

Four Indian nationals,
including Karan Brar,
Amandeep Singh, Kamalpreet
Singh, and Karanpreet Singh,
are accused of killing Nijjar.
Nijjar's murder, in which
Canada claimed the Indian
government's role, has been a
thorn in bilateral ties.
However, earlier this month,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi met his Canadian
counterpart Justin Trudeau
on the sidelines of the G7
summit in Italy.
Speaking about the meeting,
Trudeau said he saw an
opportunity to engage with
the new government over
economic ties and national
security.
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The monsoon is also crucial
for replenishing water
reservoirs, which are essential
for drinking water and power
generation.
In an update on the arrival of
monsoons in the country, the
IMD on Wednesday said,
"The average June rainfall for
the country as a whole is most
likely to be below normal, i.e.
less than 92 per cent of the
Long Period 
Average (LPA)."
Amid blistering weather
being reported from parts of
India since March, the
country has received 20 per
cent deficient rains since the
southwest monsoon set in
over Kerala on May 30, with
the rain-bearing system
making no significant
progress between June 12 and
18, the weather department
said.
However, conditions are now
favourable for further
advancement of the monsoon
into parts of Maharashtra,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha, coastal
Andhra Pradesh, northwest
Bay of Bengal, Bihar and
Jharkhand over the next three
to four days, it said.
"India received 64.5 mm of
rainfall between June 1 and 18
which is 20 per cent less than
the long-period average

(LPA) of 80.6 mm," it said. 
Since June 1, northwest India
has recorded 10.2 mm of
rainfall (70 per cent less than
normal), central India 50.5
mm (31 per cent less than
normal), the south peninsula
106.6 mm (16 per cent more
than normal), and east and
northeast India 146.7 mm (15
per cent less than normal).
Meanwhile, normal to above-
normal rainfall was expected
in most areas of the southern
peninsula and some parts of
northeast India, while below-
normal rainfall is anticipated
in many areas of northwest
and adjoining central India,
as well as some parts of
northeast India.
As North and East India
grapple with severe heat
waves, other regions are
poised for contrasting
weather conditions,
experiencing very heavy to
extremely heavy rainfall over
the next few days.  West
Himalaya and Sikkim are
expected to witness heavy
rainfall in the next 5 days
which could lead to potential
flooding and landslides in
susceptible areas. Similarly,
Assam and Meghalaya will
also witness heavy rainfall
periods between June 19th to
21 June  and Arunachal
Pradesh till 20 June. 
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The Food Corporation of
India currently holds a record
stockpile of around 53.4
million tonnes of rice, which is
four times the required buffer
for July 1 and sufficient to
meet demand under welfare
schemes for one year without
any fresh procurement.
The MSP was a major issue for
farmers’ protests which
impacted the seats in Punjab,
Western UP and Haryana in
the Lok Sabha polls.
Minimum Support Price
(MSP) is the lowest rate at
which government
procurement agencies buy
crops from farmers. It shields
farmers from market
fluctuations, offering stability
and income security. MSP is
crucial for ensuring fair prices
for farmers and is determined
by the Commission for
Agricultural Costs and Prices
(CACP), considering factors
like production costs, market
trends, and demand-supply
dynamics. After the CACP
submits its recommendations,
the Cabinet Committee on

Economic Affairs (CCEA),
chaired by the Prime Minister
of India, makes the final
decision on MSP levels.
Despite lower rainfall of about
20 per cent across the country
since the start of the monsoon
season on June 1, weather
conditions are now favourable
for further advancement of the
rains, according to the
meteorological department.
As per the 3rd Advance
Estimates of production for
2023-24, total foodgrain
production in the country is
estimated at 3288.6 Lakhs
Metric Ton (LMT), and
oilseeds production is
touching 395.9 LMT. During
2023-24, kharif production of
rice, pulses, oilseeds and nutri-
cereals/Shree Anna and cotton
is estimated to be 1143.7 LMT,
68.6 LMT, 241.2 LMT, 130.3
LMT and 325.2 Lakh bales,
respectively.
The Union Cabinet has also
approved a Rs 2,869.65 crore
proposal for the expansion of
Lal Bahadur Shastri
International Airport at
Varanasi. 

Modi 3.0 bonanza...
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Amid heatwave and water
crisis, Delhi Water Minister
Atishi on Wednesday said that

she has written to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi over the water crisis
in the national Capital and
threatened to go on an indefinite
strike from June 21 if the issue is not
resolved within a couple of days.
Addressing a press conference here,
Atishi said Delhi is grappling with a
water crisis since Haryana is not
releasing the capital's share of water.
"Yesterday, Haryana released 513
MGD of water to Delhi as against
613 MGD. One MGD of water is for
28,500 people. The shortfall in water
supply has rendered nearly 28 lakh
people in Delhi waterless, she added.
The Minister said people are not
only battling heatwave conditions
but also water shortage.  "I have
written to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi over the water crisis requesting
him to resolve the issue. If the crisis
is not solved within two days, I will
go on an indefinite strike from June
21," she said. Atishi said they have
written multiple letters to the
Haryana government to resolve the
issue. Atishi, in her letter said that it
must be known that on May 29, the
temperature in Delhi was 52.9
degrees Celsius, which was
unprecedented. On Tuesday last, the
temperature was 47 degrees. Even at
10 pm the temperature was 41

degrees. Delhi has not experienced
this much heat in the last 100 years.
In this scorching heat, the need of
water for the people of Delhi has
increased. But when Delhiites need
water in large quantities, there is a
water shortage in Delhi. There is a
panic for water in the city.
She further wrote that the total water
supply in Delhi is 1050 MGD, out of
which 613 MGD water comes from
Haryana. But for the last two weeks,
the water coming from Haryana has
reduced considerably. If we look at
the figures of June 18, only 513
MGD water was sent by Haryana to
Delhi. That means Delhi is getting
100 MGD less water.
"1 MGD of water provides water to
approximately 28,500 people in a
day. Due to shortage of 100 MGD

water, 28 lakh people are not getting
water. That means Haryana
government has stopped water
supply to 28 lakh Delhiites. Prime
Minister ji, You tell me, is it right to
keep 28 lakh Delhiites thirsty?" the
Water Minister said.
"Prime Minister ji, the people of
Delhi are very troubled. Now I
cannot see this trouble. I have tried
everything possible, but the Haryana
government is not ready to give
water to the people of Delhi. Now I
am requesting you with folded hands
that you provide water to 28 lakh
people of Delhi. In case the city does
not get water, I will have to do
'Satyagraha" from 21st June and sit
on an indefinite hunger strike," the
city's water minister concluded in
her letter.

Water crisis: Atishi writes to Modi, vows to go on strike
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Delhi BJP leaders and workers
took out protest marches on

Wednesday across the national
Capital over the water crisis in the
city, and slammed the ruling Arvind
Kejriwal government. Holding
responsible for water crisis here,
Delhi BJP President Virendra
Sachdeva took part in the protest at
Andrews Ganj, where he was
accompanied by New Delhi MP
Bansuri Swaraj and accused Atishi
of indulging in theatrics to distract
attention from theft and black mar-
keting of water, and said that the
AAP government should be sacked
for its inaction. "This water crisis was
created by the AAP government," he
said.
Sachdeva attacked the AAP govern-
ment, saying its free water scheme
has proved to be a "sham". "The cor-
rupt Kejriwal government of Delhi
which made the people of Delhi
yearn for every drop of water and
in the last ten years made DJB its
earning centre. By giving priority to
its personal interests, it not only loot-

ed the Jal Board but also did not hes-
itate in emptying the treasury of
Delhi," he said.
Blaming Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal and his party leader for col-
lusion with the 'tanker mafia',
Sachdeva said, "The way working
women are standing in lines for
water by staying awake all night and
children are staying without bathing
for many days, all this is the result
of Kejriwal and his MLAs' collusion
with the tanker mafia."
He claimed that in 2006, when BJP
MLA Sushil Chaudhary was in
power at Indira Camp, a pipeline
was installed here, but since then,
whether it is the Congress govern-
ment or the AAP, both have done

only corruption.
North west Delhi BJP MP Yogendra
Chandolia led the padyatra in
Rithala's Mandir Marg and said, "It
is very unfortunate that the AAP
government, which has hollowed
out the Jal Board like termites, has
not been able to provide water even
after being in power for the last 10
years. We will also raise this issue in
the Parliament so that the people of
Delhi can get clean water. "
New Delhi BJP MP Bansuri Swaraj
claimed that the AAP is running
away from its responsibilities by giv-
ing it a political colour. "But the real-
ity is that the BJP councillors in
Delhi are making tankers available
to the common people by putting

pressure on the DJB through their
efforts," she stated.
BJP MP from South Delhi Ramvir
Singh Bidhuri has called the threat
of water minister Atishi to sit on a
hunger strike from June 21 anoth-
er drama. He reminded Atishi that
it is the responsibility of the Aam
Aadmi Party government to provide
drinking water to the people of
Delhi, but it has completely failed in
this.
Leading the protest march in Kishan
Ganj Colony, Chandni Chowk MP
Praveen Khandelwal said that water
supply in Delhi is currently depen-
dent on tankers. "Despite water sup-
ply being much more than 1000
MGD, people are still dependent on
tankers. More than 54% of water is
being wasted in Delhi. There is no
accounting for the Rs 8,400 crore
received by the Delhi Jal Board over
the past nine years. Before 2014, the
Jal Board had a profit of ?600 crore,
but now it is running a loss of Rs
73,000 crore. Despite such corrup-
tion, Ms. Atishi is blaming the
Haryana government for her faults,"
he said
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Massive consumption of
electricity amid a

punishing heatwave sustaining
over weeks pushed peak power
demand of Delhi to an all-time
high level of 8,656 MW on
Wednesday afternoon, said
discom officials. The peak
power demand was on
Tuesday recorded at 8647 MW,
the second highest in this
summer season.
According to the real time data
of State Load Dispatch Centre
(SLDC) Delhi, the peak power
demand reached 8,656 MW at
15:06:55 hrs on Wednesday.
On their part, BRPL and BYPL
successfully met the peak
power demand of 3778 MW
and 1886 MW in their
respective areas.
Delhi experienced the
warmest night in 12 years on
Tuesday with the minimum
temperature settling at 35.2
degrees Celsius, over eight
notches above the season's
normal, the weather office
said. The maximum
temperature of the day is
expected to be around 44
degrees Celsius.
Wednesday was the 31st day in
a row Delhi's peak power
demand crossed the 7,000
MW. Delhi's peak power
demand never crossed 7,000
MW  during the month of
May 2023 and crossed the
7,000 MW in May only once in
2022.
Given this condition, experts

said air conditioning accounts
for a whopping 30-50% of a
household's or business's
annual energy costs. By
increasing the temperature
setting on your AC by just 1°C,
you could slash your electricity
consumption by
approximately 6%.
Due to the extra ordinary
heat-wave and consequently
unprecedented power
demand, the power systems
are under stress. Even though
they have been able to take the
extreme power load, it is
advisable that consumers
should use the AC thermostat
at 26-27 °C for comfortable
and cost-effective cooling
during the peak hours - 2 pm-
4 pm and 10 pm-12:30 am.
Increasing AC temperature by
1 degrees C reduces electricity
consumption by 6 per cent-
Set your AC thermostat at 24
°C for comfortable and cost-
effective cooling, they said
adding judicial use of electrical
equipments like ACs,
especially during peak hours
(2 PM to 4 PM) and 10 PM to
12 Midnight helps in
conserving energy.
Avoid using electricity
guzzling gadgets like ACs and
Washing Machines together
during the peak hours (2 PM
to 4 PM) and 10 PM to 12
Midnight. Keep air-
conditioned room doors
closed as much as possible to
retain cool air and use ceiling
fans alongside the AC to
circulate air and reduce the
AC's workload.
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Delhi Urban Development (UD)
Minister Saurabh Bharadwaj on

Wednesday directed the CEO of Delhi
Urban Shelter Improvement Board
(DUSIB) to take appropriate action against
three senior officers for not complying
with his orders of inspecting shelter
homes.
On June 10 and June 11, Delhi Minister
directed the CEO of DUSIB, to assign
three senior officers, to conduct surprise
inspections of at least five homeless
shelters each day and submit the list of
deficiencies found to him by Tuesday. 
"Taking into account the prevailing heat
wave, I had given verbal instructions to the
CEO regarding appropriate arrangements
in homeless shelters. Later on June 10 had
flagged news stories regarding issues with
night shelters. On June 11, I had given
written directions to the CEO, DUSIB, to

assign three senior officers to do surprise
inspections of at least five homeless
Shelters. The three officers namely S.K.
Singh, P.K. Jha and Fonia were supposed
to inspect these shelters and submit the list
of deficiencies found to the undersigned
on June 18," Bharadwaj said.
The Officers were instructed to ensure
arrangements are made for Water

dispensers and Water based air coolers in
Shelter homes. He further stated that while
he had expected to receive the report of
atleast 90 shelter homes by Tuesday but no
such report has been received.
"Therefore, you are directed to take
appropriate action against the officers for
not complying with the directions," he
stated in a letter to the CEO of DUSIB,
adding that the night shelters are managed
by private agencies and are paid for their
services. 
"In the first place, agencies should provide
the services without fail. However, if
services are not being provided and
officers are complacent, then senior
officers are expected to do surprise checks
and identify the deficiencies. This is to
ensure accountability of the agencies as
well as officers of DUSIB," he said adding
that the non-receipt of reports from the
senior most officers of DUSIB is not
acceptable.
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Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) has

conducted a survey of over
17.94 lakh houses so far of
which four each has been
identified in the "dangerous
state" category and require
"urgent repair" ahead of the
monsoon expected to come in
the city by the end of the
month.
The MCD has completed its
annual exercise for nearly 64
per cent of the houses till date
across its zones, which has
been fully completed in areas
like South Zone and 98.73 per
cent of the work has been
accomplished in Karol Bagh.
The highest number of houses
were surveyed in Najafgarh
zone at 2,41,931 followed by
South zone at 2,37,118 and
Central zone at 2,12,811,
according to a report
compiled till June 18.
As per the report, one house
in the Shahdara South zone
was identified to be requiring
repair under A (Maintenance)
category and three houses

were identified in Rohini zone
under B (Building) category.
The civic body also identified
four buildings in the Shahdara
South zone marked in the
dangerous category that are
on the verge of collapse. These
buildings were identified in a
period of 14 days in a survey
conducted between June 1 and
June 14, data in the report
shows.
The civic body officials
refused to provide
information on action taken
against the identified
dangerous and repairable
buildings. The process to

identify more such buildings
to avoid any untoward
incident during the rainy
season is currently ongoing.
Monsoon is expected to arrive
in Delhi by the end of this
month, according to the
weather department.
There are a total of 27,66,198
houses across the 12 zones of
the MCD that come under its
jurisdiction. The civic body
had completed the survey of
about 12.19 houses till May
31. The MCD this month
carried out the survey in
5,74,198 houses in a span of 14
days, data showed
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Aman in his early 30s was shot dead inside a
Burger King outlet in west Delhi's Rajouri

Garden on Tuesday's night in a shocking crime
at one of the busiest and posh areas of the
national Capital. The police are yet to identify
the victim, even as a foreign-based gangster
purportedly took the responsibility of the killing
through a social media post.
Hours after the incident, a social media post
emerged in which foreign-based gangster
Himanshu Bhau took the responsibility of the
attack. The post states that they have avenged
the killing of 'Shaki Dada' who was eliminated
allegedly by their rival gang. The post also
mentions the names of alleged gangsters Naveen
Bali, Neeraj Bawana, Kala Kharampur and
Neeraj Faridpur.
The gang which operates in Delhi and Haryana
is notorious for demanding extortions, an
officer said, adding police are verifying the
authenticity of the social media post. A senior
police officer said the victim's mobile phone is
missing and no other identity proof has been
recovered. A bus ticket and a phone charger
were recovered from his pocket along with a
gamchha (scarf).
According to the customers at the outlet, two
shooters entered the fast food outlet around 9.45
pm and opened fire at the victim where he was
shot atleast 15 times. The accused, including the
shooters and their accomplice, who waited
outside during the shooting, fled the spot in

two-wheelers.
The man suffered multiple bullet wounds and
was rushed to a hospital, where doctors declared
him dead. The victim's mobile phone and IDs
are missing. The police found nothing but a bus
ticket and a phone charger from his pockets.
Police sources said the victim has been
identified as Aman, and a gang rivalry led to the
killing. Aman, the sources said, had been called
to the food outlet as part of a trap. CCTV
footage shows the man entering the Burger King
outlet and sitting at a table where a woman was
already waiting. The woman vanished, and she
reportedly took Aman's phone and wallet.
The woman, police sources say, has a criminal
record and attempts are being made to track her
down. They have also launched a search for the
woman who was with the victim during the
incident.
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The Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) has given

additional charge of New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC)
chairperson to Delhi
Chief Secretary
Naresh Kumar for
two months.
Kumar is a 1987-
batch AGMUT IAS
officer and has
previously also
served as the
NDMC chairman.
"I am directed to say
that with the approval of the
Competent Authority, it is
decided to assign the charge of
Chairperson, New Delhi
Municipal Council to... Naresh
Kumar, IAS (AGMUT: 1987),
Chief Secretary of Govt. Of
NCT of Delhi, in addition to

his existing charges, with
immediate effect for a term not
exceeding 02 months from the
date of assumption of charge or
until further orders, whichever
is earlier," read the

c o m m u n i c a t i o n
from the MHA to
the principal
secretary to the Lt
Governor.
Last month, the
Centre had
extended the service
of Kumar for a
further period of
three months.

Kumar, at loggerheads with the
AAP government in Delhi, was
given his first extension in
November 2023, following a
Supreme Court order.
Kumar, who was due to retire
on November 30, 2023, was
given a six months extension.
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AAP Rajya Sabha MP
Sandeep Pathak on

Wednesday accused the BJP of
institutionalising paper leaks
and demanded the resignation
of the Union Education Minister
over irregularities in the NEET.
Addressing a press conference,
Pathak said corruption in edu-
cation was no less than commit-
ting treachery with the country.
"A huge corruption has come to
the fore in NEET exam in the
last few days. The NEET exam
is very important for the coun-
try. All the admissions in med-
ical colleges happen through
NEET.   "There are around 1 lakh

seats and 24 lakh students
appear for these exams. Students
start preparing for these exams
well in advance and even their
families are involved in prepa-

rations. Corruption in education
is no less than treason with the
country," he said. Pathak said the
AAP does not want to make it
a "political issue" but Prime

Minister Narendra Modi must
give his response on the matter.
Earlier, the youth wing of the
AAP protested outside Union
Education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan's resi-
dence here on Wednesday,
demanding the cancellation of
the NEET exam following
alleged irregularities.   AAP
MLA Sanjeev Jha led the protest.
"Due to the alleged irregularities
in the conduct of the exam, the
students have been affected. We
demand that the probe in the
NEET exam matter be carried
out in a time-bound manner
and under the supervision of a
retired Supreme Court judge," he
said.   
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A42-year-old female
Ugandan national was

found dead in her home at
South Delhi's Panchsheel
Vihar area on Tuesday.
According to the police
officials, no foul play has been
found so far and proceedings
under Section 174 of the
CrPC are being carried out.
"On Tuesday, at 10.51 pm, a
PCR call was received at
Malviya Nagar Police Station
regarding a Uganda National
woman lying unconscious in
a house at Panchsheel Vihar
in Malviya Nagar," DCP
South Ankit Chauhan said.
When police responded to
the call by her female friend

and reached the house, they
found the woman lying on the
floor unconscious. " She was
shifted to AIIMS hospital
where she was declared
brought dead," the DCP
added.
On inquiry, police found the
woman had been living in the
house for the last three
months with another
Ugandan female friend. Both
of them worked as
hairdressers. According to
police, on Tuesday, her friend
left the room around 3.30 pm.
When she came back around
5.30 pm, she found her
roommate on the floor and
called some people from her
community, who approached
the police.

�*�..��
���*
��� ��������	

A24-year-old man allegedly
personating as a

sexagenarian bound for
Canada has been
apprehended by the CISF at
the Delhi international
airport.
The passenger Guru Sewak
Singh, with dyed hairs and
beard, was intercepted on
Tuesday evening at Terminal-
3 of the Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) Airport
and has been handed over to
the Delhi Police, official said.
The man was first checked by
CISF personnel as his
activities were found to be
suspicious. He initially
produced his identity in the

form of a passport bearing the
name Rashvindar Singh
Sahota, 67. He was supposed
to board an Air Canada flight
flying out of Delhi on Tuesday,
the officer said.
"The man's appearance, voice
and skin texture seemed
significantly younger than the
details provided in the
passport. Closer observation
revealed that he had dyed his
hair and beard white and was
wearing glasses to appear
older," he said. 
The passenger, following
further interrogation,
disclosed his correct identity
as Guru Sewak Singh, 24, and
the photo of a passport in this
name was also found in his
mobile phone, the officer said.
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External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
will travel to Sri Lanka on Thursday in

his first bilateral visit abroad in his second
consecutive term in office.
The visit reaffirms India's
'Neighbourhood First Policy'
and underlines New Delhi's
continued commitment to Sri
Lanka as its "closest" maritime
neighbour and time tested
friend, the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) said.
The MEA said Jaishankar's
visit will add momentum to
connectivity projects and other
mutually beneficial
cooperation across sectors
between the two countries.
Jaishankar was last week part of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's delegation at
the G7 Outreach summit in Italy's Apulia
region.
The trip to Sri Lanka will be Jaishankar's
standalone bilateral visit after he assumed
charge as the external affairs minister for
the second term on June 11.

The MEA said the external affairs
minister will have meetings with the Sri
Lankan leadership on wide-ranging
issues.
"This will be the external affairs minister's
first bilateral visit after the formation of
new government under Prime Minister

Narendra Modi," it said.
"Reaffirming India's
Neighbourhood First Policy,
the visit underlines India's
continued commitment to
Sri Lanka as its closest
maritime neighbour and
time tested friend," the MEA
said in a statement. "The visit
will add momentum to
connectivity projects and
other mutually beneficial
cooperation across sectors,"

it said.
Sri Lankan President Ranil
Wickremesinghe was among seven top
leaders from India's neighbourhood and
the Indian Ocean region who attended the
swearing-in ceremony of Prime Minister
Modi and the Union council of ministers
at the Rashtrapati Bhavan on June 9.

Jaishankar travels to Lanka today
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday
asserted that he wanted

India to re-emerge as the
world's "most prominent
knowledge centre" with an
"advanced and research-
oriented" higher education
system.
Modi, while inaugurating the
new Nalanda University
campus in Rajgir, called upon
students to always remain
curious and courageous.
The varsity is named after the
world-renowned ancient seat
of higher learning, which was
razed by invading armies in the
12th century.
Modi said Nalanda bore
testimony to the fact that
"knowledge cannot be
destroyed by fire", and that
India was looking forward to
playing its role in the 21st
century, "which belongs to
Asia", by becoming a developed
country by 2047.
He underscored that history
was proof that all developed
countries became economic
and cultural leaders only after
they made a mark in the field of
education.
"Our country, too, enjoyed

such a status in the ancient
times when seats of learning
like Nalanda and Vikramshila
were flourishing," said Modi,
who also made a mention of
the International Yoga Day
celebrations, due in a couple of
days, to stress that India was
continuing with cultural
exchanges on a global scale.
"It is my mission that India re-
emerges as the world's most
prominent knowledge centre.
To this end, the spirit of

innovation is being inculcated
into our children from a very
early age. More than one crore
children are getting exposed to
latest technology at 'Atal
Tinkering' labs. The
Chandrayaan and Gaganyaan
missions are also boosting their
interest in science," he said.
Modi also pointed out "till
about a decade ago, we had
only 100 startups. The number
has swollen to more than 1.30
lakh. We are also filing a record

number of patents and
publishing research papers.
Our government has
announced a special fund of Rs
1 lakh crore to give a fillip to
research and innovation".
"It is our endeavour to build, in
India, the world's most
comprehensive and complete
skilling system, and advanced
research-oriented higher
education system. The efforts
have started showing results.
Our universities' global

rankings have improved. Till a
decade ago, only nine
educational institutions had QS
rankings. Now, the number has
reached 46," the PM asserted.
The Prime Minister, who
reached the venue after
spending a few minutes at the
ruins of the 'Nalanda
Mahavihara', expressed delight
at having got the opportunity
"within 10 days" of return to
power for a record third term
in office.
He also highlighted that the
country has "lived, through
ages, a sustainable model in
which progress was achieved
while taking care of the
environment".
The prime minister informed
that on an average, India has
witnessed setting up of one
university every week in the
last 10 years, along with
establishment of an industrial
training institute (ITI) every 10
days.
"There has been a new Atal
Tinkering Lab every second
day, two new colleges every day.
We have 23 IITs. The number
of IIMs has reached 21, from
only 13 a decade ago. During
the period, the number of
AIIMS trebled to 22 and the
number of medical colleges
doubled.

Knowledge cannot be destroyed by fire: PM
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The Tibetan people have the
right to self-

determination, US House
Foreign Affairs Committee
chairman Michael McCaul
said on Wednesday, asserting
they have a unique culture and
religion, and they should be
able to freely practice their
religion.
McCaul, who is leading the US
Congressional delegation that
met the Tibetan spiritual head
the Dalai Lama at Dharamsala,
said that is why we are here
today in defiance of the
Chinese Communist Party
(CCP). Speaking at a
facilitation function organised
by the Dharamsala-based
Central Tibetan
Administration (CTA), he said
even after violence and forceful
removal from his home by the
CCP, the Dalai Lama continues
to preach tolerance, peace and
forgiveness.
McCaul asserted that people
are free in a democracy while
they are enslaved in tyranny.
"The Tibetan people possess a
distinct religion, culture and
historic identity and they
should have a say in their own
future. You should be able to
freely practice your religion
and that is why we are here

today in defiance of CCP
warning," McCaul said.
"Our delegation received a
letter from the CCP warning
us not to come here, they
repeated their false claim that
Tibet is part of China since the
13th century but we did not let
the CCP intimidate us and we
are here today," he said, adding
the Dalai Lama, people of
Tibet and United States of
America know that Tibet is
not a part of China.
McCaul said the timing of this
visit cannot be better as last
week the House of
Representatives and the
Congress passed Resolve Tibet
Bill, which makes it clear that

Tibet has its own unique
culture, language and religion,
and has the right to self-
determination.
This bill, which will be signed
in the coming days, also
requires to aggressively
challenge the CCP
propaganda about Tibet, he
added. The delegation
consisting of former US House
of Representatives Speaker
Nancy Pelosi and Congress
members Mariannette Miller,
Gregory Meeks, Nicole
Malliotakis, Jim McGovern
and Ami Bera led by McCaul,
called on the Dalai Lama
ahead of the function and held
discussions.
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BJP and Congress on Wednesday
engaged in a political slugfest on

NEET issue with the former demanding
an apology from Congress leader
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and the latter
announcing it will hold nationwide
protests on Friday over alleged
irregularities in the medical entrance
examination demanding justice for
students.
Seeking an apology from Priynaka, the
BJP also sought legal action against her a
day after the Allahabad High Court said
the NTA can take action against a NEET
aspirant who submitted fake documents
alleging the testing agency failed to
declare her result.
Latching on the high court's order, BJP
national spokesperson Shehzad
Poonawalla alleged Priyanka had
recently posted a social media message
of this NEET aspirant who had made
some "outlandish claims" about her
result in NEET exam "including torn
OMR, lesser marks being given to her".
"Turns out this girl Ayushi Patel, who
claimed her OMR was torn and marks
were not correct, had provided fake
documents even to court and made false
claims about her OMR being torn," he
wrote a social media message, citing
Priyanka's June 10 post on the micro-
blogging site.
He slammed the Congress accusing it of
running a "jhooth ki dukan" and
demanded that a probe be also
conducted into the matter to ascertain if
the Congress had "sponsored" Patel to
make false claims.
Sharing on the social media the video of
Patel claiming some irregularities in
declaration of her NEET result recently,
Priyanka had demanded that the
government will have to take serious
steps to correct these irregularities.
"Lakhs of children prepare hard for
exams like NEET and spend the most
precious moments of their lives in this
preparation. The whole family puts their
faith and strength in this effort. But year
after year, paper leaks and irregularities
related to results of these exams have
come to the fore," she had written in her
post.

"Shouldn't the accountability of the
agencies conducting the exams be fixed?
Shouldn't the government give up its
careless attitude and seriously consider
the exam system?" she also asked.
"We cannot see the dreams of our young
friends being shattered like this. This
injustice being done by the system with
their hard work must stop. The
government will have to take serious
steps to correct these irregularities," she
had said.
The Allahabad High Court on Tuesday
said Patel, who had alleged in her
petition that the National Testing
Agency (NTA) failed to declare her
result and that her OMR answersheet
was found torn, had submitted forged
documents and the NTA can take legal
action in the matter.
This came after NTA, on the direction of
the high court's Lucknow bench,
produced before it the original OMR
answer sheet of the student which was
found to be intact.
The NEET aspirant in her petition had
claimed that NTA sent her a
communication saying her result would
not be declared as her OMR sheet was
found torn. She had also posted a video
on social media repeating the allegations
that caused a stir amid the ongoing row
over claims of irregularities in the
conduct of the undergraduate medical
entrance exam NEET.
The petitioner had demanded that her
OMR sheet be evaluated manually. She
had also called for an inquiry against
NTA and demanded that the counselling
for admission be stopped.
Meanwhile, Congress said it will hold
protests in all state headquarters on
Friday over the alleged irregularities in
medical entrance exam NEET,
demanding justice for the students.
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Union Minister of State
for Home Bandi Sanjay

Kumar on Wednesday said
he would work to safeguard
national interests, protect
"dharma", unite society and
try to bring funds for the
development of Telangana
and his Lok Sabha
constituency of Karimnagar
in the state. 
Sanjay Kumar, who reached
Karimnagar in Telangana for
the first time after assuming
charge as a minister, told
reporters that credit for his
elevation as union minster
goes to the party activists
and their hard work. 
Prostrating on the ground as
a mark of respect for his
'karmabhoomi' soon after
reaching Karimnagar where
he rose through the ranks as
a leader in the saffron party,
Sanjay Kumar said it is only
possible in the BJP for a
person like him to rise from
being a corporator in
Karimnagar to a union
minister. 
He was accorded a rousing
welcome by the party leaders
and activists who showered
flower petals on him.
Recalling that party activists

had faced police action in
the form of lathi charge,
rowdy sheets and house
arrests when he was
Telangana BJP president
during the previous BRS
regime, he said he has now
got recognition because of
the hard work and sacrifices
of the party workers. 
This post is dedicated to the
party activists, he said. "I will
use this responsibility of
being union minister not for
enjoying the post or to make
money illegally, but for
protecting the country and
'dharma', uniting society,
and bringing funds for

Telangana and the
Karimnagar Lok Sabha
constituency. 
There is no question of
misusing the post," he said.
He also said he would
remember the sacrifices of
those who gave their life for
the sake of Telangana
statehood. 
He was given a guard of
honour by the police and
welcomed by government
officials in Karimnagar.
Sanjay Kumar retained the
Karimnagar Lok Sabha
constituency in the recent
Lok Sabha polls by a margin
of over 2.25 lakh votes.

Will work to protect dharma,
unite society: Union Minister
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Karnataka Minister for
Minor Irrigation and

Science and Technology N S
Boseraju on Wednesday said
the state government is
contemplating formulating a
new policy aimed at
enhancing groundwater
recharge throughout the
state. The announcement was
made during the
inauguration of the three-day
National Conference on
Sustainable Groundwater
Management for Water
Security, organised by the
Karnataka Science and
Technology Academy. 
Speaking at the event,
Boseraju pointed to the
decline in groundwater levels
and attributed this trend to
the escalating urbanisation
and deforestation. 
Emphasising the historical
reliance on groundwater for
industrial, agricultural, and
domestic purposes, he said
the depletion of this vital
resource poses significant
risks for future generations. 
"The exploitation of
groundwater is intensifying
while efforts to recharge it are
diminishing. The natural
recharge processes are

hampered by urban
expansion. Immediate action
is required to mitigate these
effects, or our successors will
suffer the consequences,"
Minister Boseraju was quoted
as saying in a statement
issued by his office. 
Noting that the current
drought has highlighted the
need for water conservation
and to prevent further
groundwater exploitation, the
Minister underscored the
importance of implementing
rainwater harvesting systems
and promoting groundwater
recharge. 

He called for a collective
effort to adopt sustainable
practices and said the
Directorate of Groundwater
is actively considering a
policy that would provide
incentives for such initiatives.
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
has also shown interest in this
regard. Boseraju also stressed
the importance of raising
awareness about
advancements in
groundwater management
through national conferences
and urged cooperation with
relevant departments for
effective implementation.

Former Haryana Congress leader Kiran, her daughter join BJP
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Incessant rain over the past
few days had triggered

landslides and flood-like
situations in various parts of
Arunachal Pradesh, officials
said on Wednesday.
The state capital witnessed
landslides at several locations,
with waterlogging reported
along the Doimuk-Potin Road
and several stretches of the
Itanagar-Yupia Road.
A portion of NH-415 and a
culvert were washed away at
Karsingsa sinking zone on
Tuesday morning, severing
connectivity between Nirjuli
and Banderdewa. Vehicular
traffic between these areas has
been diverted via Gumto
Road.
With the IMD forecasting
heavy rains in the state capital
over the next few days, the
district administration has
urged residents in vulnerable
areas to move to safer
locations or designated relief
camps. Eight relief camps have
been established in the state
capital to aid those affected by
landslides and flooding,
officials said.
Landslides also damaged a few
vehicles and a newly

constructed house in
Banderdewa. Fortunately, no
loss of human lives has been
reported. Similar reports of
landslides have emerged from
other districts. Major rivers
and their tributaries in the
state are in high spate, though
still below the danger mark.
West Siang District Disaster
Management Officer
(DDMO) Dorjee Nima
reported that several hectares
of agricultural fields were
damaged after water from the
Hu stream, a tributary of the
Yomgo river, flooded fields in
Taba Sora village under
Kodum circle. Aalo township
also experienced artificial
flooding due to an inadequate
drainage system, they added.
Chief Minister Pema Khandu,
who also holds the Disaster
Management portfolio,
convened a meeting on
Wednesday with officials to
review monsoon
preparedness. 
"Chaired a review meeting
today with the Department of
Disaster Management to
assess our monsoon
preparedness, in the presence
of Hon'ble Advisor Disaster
Management Shri Nakap Nalo
Ji," Khandu posted on X.
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in North India”. “It's a very big
family and a very big vote
bank. They will be given due
respect in the party,” he told
reporters.
Khattar also assured Kiran
Choudhry and her daughter
that they will get due respect in
the party “as per their ability

and seniority” and hoped that
they will also fulfil the
expectations of the party.
Saini said the BJP will be
strengthened further with
them joining the party. “We
will work together as BJP
family to make Haryana
stronger,” he added.
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Aday after quitting the
party, former Haryana

Congress leader Kiran
Choudhary and her daughter
Shruti Choudhry, along with
their supporters, joined the
BJP in the presence of senior
party leaders in New Delhi
on Wednesday. 
She took the primary
membership of the BJP in the
presence of Haryana Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini,
Union Minister Manohar Lal
(Khattar), and National
General Secretary Tarun
Chugh.
Both Kiran Choudhry and
Shruti Choudhry had
resigned from the primary
membership of the Congress
on Tuesday, alleging the state
unit of the party was being
run as a "personal fiefdom",
in an apparent reference to
former Haryana chief
minister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda.
Kiran Choudhry is daughter-
in-law of former Haryana
chief minister Bansi Lal and a
sitting MLA from Tosham in
Bhiwani district. Shruti
Choudhry was the working
president of the Haryana unit
of the Congress.
Addressing a joint press
conference along with the
BJP leaders after joining the
party, Kiran Choudhry said,
"Now I am also painted in
saffron colour. But this
colour was also the colour of
Choudhary Bansi Lal." "We
merged the Haryana Vikas
Party into the Congress 20
years ago. Today, I call upon
you to take the flag of the BJP
in your hands, leaving the
Congress's flag, and move
forward till the last moment
to ensure the BJP's landslide
victory in Haryana assembly

polls for a third consecutive
term," she said in her
message to her supporters
who had gathered in large
numbers to witness the
joining ceremony.
"From today, our work
begins. Take the name of
Choudhary Bansi Lal and
start working on the BJP's
policies, hail the BJP's top
leadership, visit every nook
and corner of Haryana. This
will be our true tribute to
Choudhary Bansi Lal and
Choudhary Surendra Singh,"
she added. 
Choudhry said she joined the
BJP as she was inspired by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's work and noted that
people of the country have
given him mandate for the
third consecutive term after
seeing his work. 
"People have once again
given him this responsibility
to fulfil his resolve to make
India a developed country by
2047," she said.  She assured
the BJP leaders that she and
her daughter Shruti will work
like "grassroot workers" to
strengthen the party in
Haryana, Western Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan and
Delhi. "We are ready", she
added.
Choudhry also praised
Khattar for his "honesty" and
his work during his term as
Haryana chief minister.
Referring to him as her "big
brother", she said Khattar
was a "source of inspiration"
to her. Shruti said she joined
the BJP inspired by the
party's policy and "historic
decisions" taken by Prime
Minister Modi in his last ten
years of government.

Welcoming them to the
party fold, Chugh said the
Bansi Lal family contributed
to strengthening the
“foundation of the Congress
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Ihave often wondered if
happiness is a choice or
an effort. As I have aged,

I realise that it is a choice for
which one needs to make an
effort. I understand that
happiness derived out of
immersing oneself in the
moment is also meditative. 
A few years back, I was
standing in the airport secu-
rity queue with a grumpy
face. It was an early morning
flight for which I had to
wake up in the dead of the
night. I was also stressed as
I had to make a presentation
to my Board of Directors in
a few hours. In short I had
no reasons to be happy.
In this self-made gloom sur-
rounding me, my eyes fell on
an old gentleman, standing
patiently in front of me. His
cheerful disposition even at
that early hour, despite the
struggle to navigate the slow
moving long queue and the
broad smile on his face as he
walked jauntily for the
mandatory check, was
enough to light up the faces
of everyone around him. He
smiled at the security per-
sonnel, asked his name,
introduced himself and still
laughing, picked up his cabin
baggage and moved on with

a spring in his steps. The
usually taciturn security staff
kept looking at the retreating
back — with a smile on his
face!
We had a laughter club in my
condominium complex.
These sexagenarians to octo-
genarians burst into laugh-
ter at the drop of a hat, obliv-
ious to the smirks of the
other walkers. The laughter
is forced, but the young at
heart are immersed in the
act. They have chosen to
work for happiness,
unmindful of the worry of
the moment.
Children do not need a rea-
son to be happy — they do
not even have to fake it. Each
moment is a miracle for
them. It would not be wrong
to say that they live in the
moment. The purity and

the sheer joy of their happi-
ness is a sight to behold.
I was a young boy of 9. My
brother was 8. We were hav-
ing annual sports in our
school. The winter days were
gloriously sunny. It was a
pleasure to sit on the bound-
ary wall to watch the young
athletes. It was an equally
satisfying act to clap for the
winning heroes. We lost
sense of time, so absorbed
were we in the pleasure of
the moment. This led my
worried and irate father to
march to the school and drag
us back home. The lasting
memory is that of our sitting
on the boundary wall lost in
the joy that it afforded us and
not the subsequent thrash-
ing.
As we grew into adulthood,
with accompanying respon-

sibilities of the daily grind,
lines of frown started
appearing on our foreheads.
We forgot to even smile. We
also forgot to make friends.
We thought that the profes-
sionals that we spent time
with could at best be
acquaintances. We could not
have been farther from truth.
Friends are forever a source
of joy.
Now that we are in the win-
ter of our lives, we realise
that there is so much to be
happy about. The act of
waking up in the morning,
or going about our routine
with our hands and feet and
many other such acts that we
considered mundane in our
younger days, are now
sources of happiness. 
Everyone loves to spend
time with a smiling person,
avoiding a grumpy face. The
world would be happier if all
of us chose to be the lighted
candle of Ralph Waldo
Emerson, “When a happy
person comes into the room,
it is as if another candle has
been lit.”
(The writer conducts work-

shops on creative writing
for young adults and corpo-

rate executives. Views are
personal)
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ing it into the RTE Act, increasing pub-
lic spending and enhancing social infra-
structure. These steps will lay a strong
foundation for India’s future and help
realise the dream of a developed nation.
Investing in ECCE is a strategic imper-
ative that cannot be overlooked if India
aspires to become a global leader by
2047.

Roshan Naik | Kolkata
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Madam — Apropos the news story
“Elder abuse remains an underreport-
ed crisis,” published on June 19, this is
my response. As a daily reader of the
newspaper, I am deeply disturbed by the
alarming statistics on elder abuse. The
fact that 1 in 6 older adults experiences
abuse in community settings is a stark
reminder of the urgent need for concert-

ed action. World Elder Abuse Awareness
Day (WEAAD) is a crucial step in rais-
ing awareness about this issue and
empowering communities to identify
and address it effectively.
I believe that a multifaceted approach
involving awareness, education, legal
measures and societal change is neces-
sary to address elder abuse. It is essen-
tial to educate both the elderly and the
younger generations about the impor-
tance of respecting and caring for the
elderly. The Government, NGOs and the
private sector must collaborate to bridge
the gap between policy and implemen-
tation, ensuring proper care for India’s
elderly population.

Pradeep Kumar | Noida
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Madam — Apropos the news story
“Battling the heat with tribal ammuni-
tion,” published on June 19, this is my
response. As a daily newspaper reader,
I am struck by the diverse range of top-
ics covered in these articles. From the
historical significance of May Day to the
ongoing challenges of terrorism and
global security, each piece provides valu-
able insights into the complexities of
modern society.
The essay on the Kutia-Kondh tribes of
Odisha, highlighting their traditional
methods for coping with heat waves, is
particularly noteworthy. It showcases
the resilience and resourcefulness of
indigenous communities in adapting to
harsh environmental conditions. The
article on China’s two-front problem,
discussing its growing confidence in its
defence capabilities, is also thought-pro-
voking. Overall, these articles demon-
strate the breadth and depth of the
newspaper’s coverage, providing read-
ers with a comprehensive understand-
ing of the world around us.

Preeti Arya | Jind
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Madam — Apropos the news story
“Child Development and National
Progress,” published on June 19, this is
my response. The article rightly high-
lights the critical importance of invest-
ing in early childhood care and educa-
tion (ECCE) to achieve the vision of a
“Viksit Bharat” (Developed India). With
over 50 per cent of India’s population
below 25 years old, nurturing this
demographic dividend through quali-
ty ECCE is paramount. The benefits of
ECCE are multifaceted — it enhances
learning outcomes, positively impacts
personality development and bridges
social equity gaps. Yet, India’s current
ECCE spending is a mere 0.1 per cent
of GDP, far below the recommended
1.5-2.2 per cent.
To make ECCE universally accessible,
the article rightly suggests incorporat-
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, are getting harsher and
louder. Similarly the elec-
tions to the European
Parliament, has thrown a
resurgence of far right par-
ties , which is likely to have
an impact on the geo politi-
cal dynamics for a long time.
What Mr Modi may be com-
forted by, is the fact that he
may not need to look around
for carefully worded diplo-
matic Statements, while
explaining the State of Indian
democracy to the western
nations. In the past few years,
several questions have been
raised across the western
nations and in US regarding
the health of the Indian
democracy, its report card on
minority rights, religious
freedom, existence of press
etc. 
The near majority verdict, by
the Indian electorate, with
ample scope of checks and
balances to keep the party
with highest seats under
leash, a robust opposition
presence in the parliament
would be clear talk point for
PM and his set of diplomats
to set out a gold standard for
democracy, when engaging
with several nations. This
becomes even more robust,
given India’s unblemished
record of being a largely

democratic nation ,with a
huge diverse population, in
a neighbourhood, where
there are several non demo-
cratic regimes, not to forget
the second largest economy
in the world China.
Mr Modi , with his nearly
three decades of experience
as head of the State and
nation, is not new to diplo-
macy and in several inter-
views , leading up to the gen-
eral elections, has articulat-
ed his target of enhancing
India’s global image. 
The grand spectacle around
G20 (not to forget back
room diplomatic negotia-
tions to arrive at a joint
Statement), several high
level State visits, a bunch of
rescue operations carried
out for citizens and neigh-
bours from war torn areas,
supply of emergency medi-
cines during Covid, are all
pointers towards the focus
the Prime Minister’s Office
attaches on global reputa-
tional management. PM’s
first visit in his third term to
meet the G7 leaders, is a
reassurance of continuity,
as well as scoping out newer
engagement roadmaps with
existing and potential new
allies. 
Mr Modis’ visit to Italy

comes at a time when the
Ukraine war is unrelenting
and despite severe reluc-
tance , there seems to be
chinks in the united
European approach towards
the aggressor Russia . Many
of them, would have , simi-
lar concerns regarding
Israel’s war on terror , which
has refused to die down in
months. It may be recalled
that both Israel and Russia
are close allies of India and
India has so far walked a
tightrope when commenting
both of these volatile situa-
tions. 
The dynamics of the past
relationship , while building
deeper relations with recent
allies such as US are likely to
be a sensitive diplomatic
trope. It is no wonder , that
PM Modi has picked up S
Jaishankar, a seasoned diplo-
mat as the External Affairs
minister for a second term,
to retain the continuity and
foreign policy focus achieved
during his last term. The
evolving geo political land-
scape and India’s role in
global affairs would contin-
ue to be tested and chiselled
in days to come.
(The writer is a special cor-

respondent with The
Pioneer; views are personal)
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In less than a week of
assuming office as the
Prime Minister for the
largest democracy in the
world, Mr Modi, is back

where he excels. He was in Italy
this week, meeting the leaders
from the powerful group of
nations also known as the G7.
On the sidelines were several
bilateral meetings with leaders
of African, Arab nations,
besides several clear messages
to the primarily American and
European groups leaders.
This was PM Modi’s first trip
abroad, after assuming office for
a third time ( a remarkable feat
in itself) , where nearly 670 mil-
lion voters , patiently waited in
queues , under an extremely
harsh summer sun, over a peri-
od of nearly two months , to
choose the leader of the largest
democracy. PM Modi and his
party, despite, setting really
ambitious expectations , could
not manage a majority by itself
and is now dependent on a
bunch of pre poll alliance polit-
ical parties , to lead the National
Democratic Alliance
Government. This assumes sig-
nificance at a time when sever-
al parts of Europe, not to men-
tion US are going their own set
of democratic churns. The US
goes to poll end of the year and
voices on either side of the aisle
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Kularani Kapoor | Ranchik
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Agriculture has always
been a cornerstone of
India’s economy and

social structure. Despite its
critical role, the sector has wit-
nessed a turbulent relationship
with the central Government
in recent years. The Union
Government’s ambitious
promises and subsequent poli-
cies aimed at revolutionizing
agriculture have often been
met with skepticism and anger
from the farming community.
This discontent was vividly
reflected in the recent gener-
al election results in States like
Rajasthan, Haryana, Punjab
and Uttar Pradesh. The deep-
seated issues that plagued the
sector, including the con-
tentious farming laws and the
unmet demand for legal guar-
antee to Minimum Support
Price (MSP), continues to fuel

farmers’ agony and anger. 
Around 65 per cent of India’s
population lives in rural areas,
with 47 per cent reliant on
agriculture. Despite India’s
rapid economic growth, agri-
cultural income has stagnated,
averaging about Rs 10,000
rupees monthly in 2019, with
half of the families in debt and
lacking traditional financing.
Public spending on farming
has declined over the past
decade and needed reforms

have not been implemented.
Consequently, the agriculture
sector, which employs nearly
half of India’s workforce, con-
tributes less than a fifth to the
GDP. Modi’s promise to dou-
ble farmers’ income by 2022
remains unfulfilled.
The Modi Government’s first
tenure starting in 2014 saw a
significant focus on agricul-
ture, with promises to double
farmers’ income. However,
these promises were over-
shadowed by controversies
and policies perceived as anti-
farmer. Agony and anger of
farmers reached its tipping
point in 2020-21 and nation-
wide protests begun against
controversial farm laws aimed
at easing rules for crop sales,
pricing and storage. The
protests ended after Modi
promised to repeal the laws.

Farmers demanded legally
guaranteed MSP for 23 crops,
set at 50 per cent above pro-
duction costs, as recommend-
ed by scientist MS
Swaminathan. While the
Government sets MSPs for 22
crops, it primarily buys only
wheat and rice for welfare
programs and private buyers
aren’t legally required to pay
MSP. The controversial farm-
ing laws were aimed at liber-
alizing the agricultural sector
but were seen by many farm-
ers as a threat to their liveli-
hoods. The prolonged protests
that followed led to the even-
tual withdrawal of these laws,
yet the underlying discontent
persisted. The recent Lok
Sabha elections reflected this
ongoing anger, with significant
losses for the ruling party in
agricultural strongholds. What

future awaits Indian
Agriculture Ministers? Newly
appointed Agriculture
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan will have to bring in
all his expertise and experience
of transforming Madhya
Pradesh agricultural landscape
at national level to address the
challenges. 
He must curious and cautious
about the fate of his predeces-
sors. Initiator of the Soil Health
Card scheme, under then
Union Agriculture Minister
Radha Mohan Singh was
never inducted in the Cabinet
again. The scheme, intended to
boost soil productivity, ended
up mired in inefficacy and
controversy. The subsequent
minister, including Narendra
Singh Tomar shifted to
Madhya Pradesh State politics
and now he is speaker in

Assembly. Recently, Arjun
Munda, faced electoral defeat.
Defeat of Junior Ministers
Kailash Choudhary and
Sanjeev Balyan also indicate
farmers’ dissatisfaction with
the Government’s agricultur-
al policies. A critical demand
from the farming community
has been the legal guarantee of
MSP. The Government’s failure
to address this demand has
been a significant source of
anger. Farmers argue that a
legally guaranteed MSP would
provide a safety net against
market fluctuations and
exploitation by middlemen.
Despite multiple assurances,
the Modi administration has
not enacted legislation to this
effect, fueling the perception
that their interests are being
ignored.
Experts argue that legally guar-

anteeing MSP could create a
fiscal burden and potential
inflationary effects. 
However, opinions differ on
this impact. Some believe
that containing cultivation
costs could mitigate inflation
concerns. The cost of MSP
implementation for all crops
is also uncertain, varying with
market prices, Government
procurement quantities and
duration. Estimates range
widely, from CRISIL Market
Intelligence & Analytics’ 210
billion rupees to other ana-
lysts’ 10 trillion rupees annu-
ally.
A more effective approach
might be direct income sup-
port linked to farmland invest-
ment. Additionally, revamping
the current procurement
process. Farmers could also
benefit from a price stabiliza-

tion fund to cover the differ-
ence when market prices fall
below MSP levels. This com-
bination of strategies could
better support farmers without
causing significant fiscal or
inflationary issues. In response
to the ongoing challenges in
the agricultural sector, the
Modi 3.0 Government is
poised to introduce several ini-
tiatives aimed at placating the
agrarian community. 
Among these, the Krishi Sakhi
Convergence Program (KSCP)
stands out as a significant and
ambitious effort. Modi 3.0
Government’s focus on agri-
culture, marked by programs
like the KSCP, reflects a recog-
nition of the critical role farm-
ing plays in India. 

(The author is a senior jour-
nalist; vews expressed 

are personal)
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ence manifested itself by controlling
countries through money, debt and
media. Colonialism was replaced by
neo colonialism - the control of
countries though independent in
name through many means, but
namely through the media, money
and debt. Herein, NAM’s purpose
remained unfulfilled. 
In the context of Britain, King
Charles III, while on a visit to Kenya,
rendered his profound apologies for
unleashing reigns of dictatorial
oppression by his many predeces-
sors within the colonised countries
is a significant historical Statement.
Now the United Kingdom’s diplo-
matic intentions are clear. It seeks
to enter into partnerships with
countries based on motto of mutu-
al respect. A free trade deal between
the United Kingdom and India like-
ly to be implemented in New Year
may be cited as a case in point. That
is slated to pave the way for bring-
ing together the two countries as
equals.
But France, once regarded as
Britain’s close competitor with
respect to setting up colonial hege-
mony in countries has not expressed
such feelings of remorse over its past
deeds. On the contrary, they have
the audacity to run their fiefdom of
neo-colonialism with alacrity.
As a matter of fact, France is run-
ning its writ in so-called indepen-
dent countries of West and central
Africa by controlling two currencies,
the west and central African francs.
Notably the two currencies are
used by 14 African countries.
France’s diktat is : these countries
must deposit 50 percent of their for-
eign assets in the French Treasury.
Obviously France’s intention to
maintain economic hegemony over
them is loud and clear. These coun-
tries have been bearing the brunt of
France’s disdainful economic activ-
ities for decades after colonialism
was considered to have ended.
France behaved obsequiously with
these countries for its own advan-
tages. 
Desperation of these nations—who
are only independent in name and
not in realty—could be gauged by
the fact that in the past twelve
months almost all countries in
French-speaking Africa have asked

French military, diplomats and
businessmen to leave their lands for
good. 
More or less France is engaged in
the same agonising activities against
the countries in other parts of the
world where France has daringly
disallowed any further indepen-
dence. 
For instance, in 2021 the French ter-
ritory of New Caledonia in the
South Pacific faced the diabolical
designs of France as the last of three
independence referenda was delib-
erately thwarted by security pres-
sure. The island of Corsica in the
Mediterranean witnessed the mur-
der of a freedom fighter which even-
tually culminated into island-wide
riots leaving 76 policemen injured
in its wake. 
Paradoxically France has even fur-
thered its neo-colonial interests in
countries which were never part of
its erstwhile empire. In the last two
years France has thwarted plans for
a peace process in the south
Caucasus, ostensibly to please
Armenia with whom it has entered
into deal of arms sales. French diplo-
mats have publicly reprimanded
Azerbaizan, Armenia’s neighbour.
Not only this, but also those diplo-
mats instigated the million-strong
Armenian diasporas in France to
pressurise lawmakers in the French
National Assembly to pass laws
against Azerbaijan ; also they left no
stone unturned in maligning the
country in French media. 
Whether to say unlikely coincidence
or no coincidence at all, Azerbaijan
is now at the helm of NAM as its
chairperson. After assuming office
of chairperson, Azerbaijan had
vowed to win back a quarter of the
territory of its country known as
Nagorno-Karabakh which was ille-
gally occupied by Armenian neo-
colonialists for three decades. 
In a 44-day war against Armenia in
2020 and later a 24-hour military
operation against it in 2023,
Azerbaijan finally got back its occu-
pied territories. The fact of
Azerbaijan winning back its occu-
pied territories from Armenia did
not go down well with France. It
reflected in France’s action of using
its power initially and unabashed-
ly to undermine European Union-

led peace negotiations from with-
in; it sent senior French politicians
- including the Mayor of Paris - to
Nagorno-Karabakh before its liber-
ation to praise Armenian separatist
leaders. In sheer violation of inter-
national law related to war, France
did not think twice before allowing
its own citizens of Armenian
descent to fight in the 2020 conflict
without penalty.
There are no two opinions about the
fact that in order to impede such
attempts of geopolitical manipula-
tion, NAM was set up. Azerbaijan’s
leadership has resuscitated the
group which is evident from inter-
national media in far off Australia
confirming and writing to vouch for
it: “There is life in the Non-Aligned
Movement Yet”.
In January 2024, Uganda will take
the Chairmanship baton from
Azerbaijan. To Uganda’s utter dis-
comfiture; it is also shackled with
tentacles of neo-colonialist powers
who have asked this traditionalist
country to abrogate a law on child
protection. 
The inherent motive of neo-colo-
nialist powers is to widely spread
and teach modern western social
mores in Ugandan schools. The
Ugandans have out rightly
renounced this socially and cultur-
ally demeaning directive. It is also
for India to stand with
Uganda—independent and fellow
NAM’s member—and repudiate
the unwarranted interference in the
Ugandan education system.
With NAM rejuvenating in a new
avataar(incarnation), it is high time
for all its members alongwith its co-
founder India to get their acts
together and set up a cohesive
group with a view to fight against
the act of usurping the sovereignty
and wherewithal’s of countries by
neo-colonialists belonging to both
western and eastern bloc. 
If not intervened by NAM members
now and left unchecked, the ever-
burgeoning presence would get the
world poorer, unsafe and suscepti-
ble to conflicts. Therefore Churchill’s
advice to learn from history has not
lost relevance in these modern
times. 

(The author is a columnist, views
are personal)

British Prime Minister Winston
Churchil was quoted as saying :
“Those who forget history and do
not learn from it are condemned
to repeat it”. Churchill’s remark

coming as it did from excerpts of his 1948
speech delivered in House of Commons was
purportedly made against his predecessor
whose failure to re-equip the country with
requisite arms and ammunition made sec-
ond world war ineluctable.
On one hand, he cast aspersions on the dark
side of colonialism. Paradoxically on the
other, he, the great liberator of Europe,
opined that colonialism should have con-
tinued in Asia and Africa in the wake of
winning second world war..
The Non-Aligned Movement (NAM)
which India manned as a founding mem-
ber in 1955, was established in the aftermath
of the Second World War, ostensibly with
a view to safeguard the country’s sovereign-
ty, integrity from the evil designs of colo-
nialists. As is well known, during ‘50s and
later a sizeable number of countries were
unshackled from the chain of colonialism.
They joined NAM en bloc ; and soon the
organisation became a force to be reckoned
with and played a pivotal role as a mouth-
piece for freedom of its members in the
world besieged by the Cold War. With
diplomatic sleight of hand, its most vocal
member-countries introduced in its organ-
isational charter the “neutralist policy” to
be followed by other member-countries.
Under the diplomatic scheme of things,
member-countries would resist temptations
and allurements offered either by capital-
ist West or the communist East to make
them their allies. Instead in the quagmire
unleashed by two superpowers, the organ-
isation opted the middle path and stood tall
as “third formidable forum”.
As a matter of fact, nothing illustrates the
fact of NAM being a power broker more
explicitly than the “swing votes” at the UN
courted and shared by the east and west
bloc. It provided succour to erstwhile
have-not countries. Proof of pudding is in
eating. The fact that most of the countries
in the world refused to kowtow to either
bloc spoke volumes about its sustenance as
an independent entity. All this notwith-
standing, Churchill was seemingly opinion-
ated in his views about countries including
India that they might have failed to learn
from history. Without a powerful deterrent
force against colonialism, possibilities for
it to resurface again could not be ruled out.
It might metamorphose into different
forms in sync with different age. 
Undeniably, after the collapse of Cold War,
NAM’s relevance was on decline. Many fac-
tors which constituted early and undisput-
ed principles of the Movement were blown
to smithereens. A case in point: Economic
Self-reliance. In the charter of Movement,
Self-reliance acquired an ideological role as
bulwark against economic aggression per-
petrated by multinationals and monopolis-
tic commercial, financial and industrial
companies. Conflicting nature of Statements
emanating from member-countries and
incidents of trading charges amongst them
on diplomatically impertinent issues led to
strengthen the belief that the organisation
had digressed from its chosen path and its
future seemed bleak. .
Today it goes without saying that the war
of attrition against colonialism was far from
over during the post-war period. What
could not be pre-empted by NAM to hap-
pen was the rising graph of neo-colonial-
ism presence in the countries ; and its pres-
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin and North Korean

leader Kim Jong Un signed a new
partnership that includes a vow
of mutual aid if either country is
attacked, during a Wednesday
summit that came as both face
escalating standoffs with the
West.
The deal, which the leaders said

covered areas including security,
trade, investment, and cultural
and humanitarian ties, could
mark the strongest connection
between Moscow and
Pyongyang since the Soviet
Union collapsed in 1991. Both
leaders described it as a major
upgrade of their ties.
The two met as Putin visited
North Korea for the first time in
24 years. The summit came as the
US and its allies express growing
concerns over an arms arrange-
ment in which the country pro-
vides Moscow with badly need-
ed munitions for its war in
Ukraine in exchange for econom-

ic assistance and technology
transfers that could enhance the
threat posed by Kim’s nuclear
weapons and missile programme.

Kim said that the deal was the
“strongest ever treaty” between
the two nations, putting the rela-
tionship at the level of an alliance,

and vowed full support for
Russia’s war in Ukraine. Putin
said that it was a “breakthough
document” reflecting shared
desire to move relations to a high-
er level. The North Korean leader
gave Putin a lavish welcome,
meeting him at the airport
Tuesday night, where the two
shook hands, hugged twice and
then rode together in a limousine
in a huge motorcade that rolled
through the capital’s brightly
illuminated streets, where build-
ings were decorated with giant
Russian flags and portraits of
Putin.
After spending the rest of the
night at a state guest house,
Putin attended a welcoming cer-
emony at the city’s main square,
filled with what appeared to be
tens of thousands of spectators,
including children holding bal-
loons and people wearing coor-
dinated t-shirts in the red, white
and blue of the Russian and
North Korean flags. Huge crowds
lined up on the streets to greet
Putin’s motorcade, chanting

“Welcome Putin” and waving
flowers and North Korean and
Russian flags.
Putin and Kim saluted an hon-
our guard and walked across a
red carpet. Kim then introduced
key members of his leadership
including Foreign Minister Choe
Son Hui; top aide and ruling
party secretary Jo Yong Won; and
the leader’s powerful sister, Kim
Yo Jong.
As the talks began, Putin thanked
Kim for North Korea’s support
for his war in Ukraine, part of
what he said was a “fight against
the imperialist hegemonistic poli-
cies of the US and its satellites
against the Russian Federation”.
Putin hailed ties that he traced
back to the Soviet army fighting
the Japanese military on the
Korean Peninsula in the closing
moments of World War II, and
Moscow’s support for Pyongyang
during the Korean War. Kim said
Moscow and Pyongyang’s “fiery
friendship” is now even closer
than during Soviet times, and
promised “full support and sol-

idarity to the Russian govern-
ment, army and people in carry-
ing out the special military oper-
ation in Ukraine to protect sov-
ereignty, security interests and
territorial integrity”.
It wasn’t immediately clear what
that support might look like. Kim
has used similar language in the
past, consistently saying North
Korea supports what he describes
as a just action to protect Russia’s
interests and blaming the crisis on
the US-led West’s “hegemonic
policy”. North Korea is under
heavy UN Security Council sanc-
tions over its weapons program,
while Russia also faces sanctions
by the United States and its
Western partners over its aggres-
sion in Ukraine. US and South
Korean officials accuse the North
of providing Russia with artillery,
missiles and other military equip-
ment for use in Ukraine, possi-
bly in return for key military tech-
nologies and aid. Both
Pyongyang and Moscow deny
accusations about North Korean
weapons transfers, which would

violate multiple UN Security
Council sanctions that Russia
previously endorsed. Along with
China, Russia has provided polit-
ical cover for Kim’s continuing
efforts to advance his nuclear
arsenal, repeatedly blocking US-
led efforts to impose fresh UN
sanctions on the North over its
weapons tests.
In March, a Russian veto at the
United Nations ended monitor-
ing of UN sanctions against
North Korea over its nuclear pro-
gramme, prompting Western
accusations that Moscow is seek-
ing to avoid scrutiny as it buys
weapons from Pyongyang for use
in Ukraine. Putin’s foreign affairs
adviser Yuri Ushakov told
reporters in Pyongyang that the
two leaders exchanged gifts after
the talks. 
Putin presented Kim with a
Russian-made Aurus limo and
other gifts, including a tea set and
a naval officer’s dagger. Ushakov
said that Kim’s presents to Putin
included artworks depicting the
Russian leader.
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Paris (AP): A French police
officer in the northern suburbs
of Paris opened fire and killed
an attacker on Wednesday who
assaulted a cleaning worker
with a screwdriver and also
injured another police officer,
police said. The cleaning work-
er suffered “several blows” with
the screwdriver, but the extent
of the injuries wasn’t immedi-
ately clear, police said.A police
officer who sought to intervene
also suffered an arm injury,
police said.Another officer then
opened fire, killing the attack-
er, police said. 
Police said they had no other
immediate information about
the attack in the Paris suburb
of Aubervilliers, including
about the attacker’s gender or
possible motives.
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Nine people were killed
and more than 40 injured

when a fire set off explosions
at a military ammunition
depot in Chad’s capital, an offi-
cial  said Wednesday.
Government spokesperson
Abderaman Koulamallah said
46 people were being treated
for various injuries after the
explosions jolted residents
from their sleep late Tuesday
in the Goudji district of the
capital, N’Djamena. The situ-
ation has been brought under
control, Koulamallah said. The
explosions lit up the sky as
thick smoke covered the
clouds in the West African
nation, setting off frantic
efforts to extinguish the fire as
residents fled their homes for
safety.
The cause of the fire was not
immediately clear,  and
President Mahamat Deby Itno
said an investigation would be
conducted. 

“Peace to the souls of the vic-
tims, sincere condolences to
the bereaved families and
quick recovery to the injured,”
Deby said on Facebook. He
later visited the scene of the
accident as well as hospitals
where the injured were being
treated.
People living in the area pan-
icked, thinking the explosion
was an armed attack, resident
Oumar Mahamat said.
Local media reported the
blasts started just before mid-
night as nearby buildings
shook and ammunition was
thrown from the depot with
explosive force.
Authorities called on residents
to stay out of the area, which
was taken over by security
forces gathering the scattered
artillery shells.
Allamine Moussa, a resident,
called on the government to
“come to our aid urgently”
after he and other residents
fled their homes.
“Many families have recorded

deaths and it’s sad,” Moussa
said.Chad, a country of near-
ly 18 million people, has been
reeling from political turmoil
before and after a controver-
sial presidential election that
resulted in Deby Itno’s victo-
ry. He had led the country as
interim president during the
period of military rule that fol-
lowed the death of his father
in 2021.Cameron Hudson, an
Africa expert at the Center for
Strategic and International
Studies, said the explosions
might not be entirely coinci-
dental and “feels more like a
message” to the government,
which has been embroiled in
internal political tensions and
as well as regional tensions
over the war in neighboring
Sudan. 
Recent claims about Chad’s
alleged involvement in the
war in Sudan create an unten-
able position at home for Deby
Itno, said Hudson, a former
U.S. official. “A house divided
cannot stand.” 
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Abulk carrier sank days after
an attack by Yemen’s Houthi

rebels believed to have killed
one mariner on board, author-
ities said early Wednesday, the
second ship sunk in the rebels’
campaign. The sinking of the
Tutor in the Red Sea marks what
appears to be a new escalation
by the Iranian-backed Houthis
in their campaign targeting
shipping through the vital mar-
itime corridor over the Israel-
Hamas war in the Gaza Strip.
The attack comes despite a
monthslong US-led campaign
in the region that has seen the
Navy face its most-intense mar-
itime fighting since World War
II, with near-daily attacks target-
ing commercial vessels and
warship.
Liberian-flagged, Greek-owned-
and-operated Tutor sank in the
Red Sea, the British military’s
United Kingdom Maritime
Trade Operations centre said in
a warning to sailors in the

region.“Military authorities
report maritime debris and oil
sighted in the last reported
location,” the UKMTO said.
“The vessel is believed to have
sunk.”
The Houthis, quoting foreign
reports in media outlets they
control, acknowledged the sink-
ing. The US military did not
acknowledge the sinking, nor
did it respond to requests for
comment.The Tutor came
under attack about a week ago
by a bomb-carrying Houthi
drone boat in the Red Sea. John
Kirby, a White House national
security spokesman, said on
Monday that the attack killed “a
crew member who hailed from
the Philippines”. The Philippines
has yet to acknowledge the
death, but the man who had
been aboard the Tutor has been
missing for over a week in the
Red Sea, which faces intense
summertime heat.The use of a
boat loaded with explosives
raised the spectre of the attack
in 2000 on the USS Cole, a sui-

cide assault by al-Qaida when
the warship was at port in the
Yemeni city of Aden, killing 17
on board. The Cole is now part
of a US Navy operation in the
Red Sea led by the aircraft car-
rier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower
to try and halt the Houthi
attacks, though the rebels con-
tinue their assaults. The Houthis
have launched more than 60
attacks targeting specific vessels
and fired off other missiles and
drones in their campaign that
has killed a total of four sailors.
They’ve seized one vessel and
sunk two since November. A
US-led airstrike campaign has
targeted the Houthis since
January, with a series of strikes
May 30 killing at least 16 peo-
ple and wounding 42 others, the
rebels say. In March, the Belize-
flagged Rubymar carried a load
of fertilizer sank in the Red Sea
after taking on water for days
following a rebel attack.The
Houthis have maintained their
attacks target ships linked to
Israel, the US or the UK.

However, many of the ships
they’ve attacked have little or no
connection to the ongoing
Israel-Hamas war. The war in
Gaza has killed more than
37,000 Palestinians there, while
hundreds of others have been
killed in Israeli operations in the
West Bank. It began after
Hamas-led militants attacked
Israel on October 7, killing
about 1,200 people and taking
around 250 hostage. A recent
report by the US Defence
Intelligence Agency acknowl-
edged container shipping
through Red Sea has declined by
90 per cent since December
over the attacks. As much as 15
per cent of the world’s maritime
traffic flows through that corri-
dor. Meanwhile on Wednesday,
the Houthis said US-led
airstrikes targeted Raymah, a
province in Yemen under rebel
control. The Houthi-controlled
SABA news agency described a
local radio station’s building as
being “totally destroyed” in the
strikes. 
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Ablast of heat and humidi-
ty in the Midwest and

Northeast days before the offi-
cial start of summer put a wet
blanket on outdoor activities
from festivals to sports camps
as officials urged people to take
precautions.  Cities that
opened cooling centers this
week advised that Wednesday’s
Juneteenth holiday means
some public libraries, senior
centers and pools where resi-
dents could beat the heat will
be closed.The dangerous tem-
peratures were expected to
peak in the eastern Great Lakes
and New England on
Wednesday and Thursday, and
in the Ohio Valley and Mid-
Atlantic on Friday and
Saturday, the National Weather
Service said. Heat index read-
ings were expected to reach
100 to 105 degrees (37.7 C to
40.5 C) in many locations.

People and even zoo animals
were forced to find ways to
thwart the muggy weather.
An organization that provides
produce to areas with limited
access to fresh food in
Columbus, Ohio, prepared
frozen towels and packed cold
water for their workers.
“Hydration is the key,” said
Monique McCoy, market man-
ager for the Local Matters
Veggie Van.
In Toledo, Ohio, the city can-

celed a weekly fitness event and
a neighboring suburb called off
a street fair as temperatures
reached the mid-90s (about 35
C). A food bank in upstate
New York canceled deliveries
for Wednesday out of concern
for staff and volunteers.
Schools in New York canceled
field trips Tuesday to the
Rosamond Gifford Zoo in
Syracuse, where workers
turned on water misters for vis-
itors and the animals.

Elephants and other animals
were getting chunks of ice in
their pools, said Ted Fox, the
zoo’s executive director.
“Even the tigers love to lick the
ice and put their heads on
them when it’s this warm,” Fox
said.
The blast of extreme temper-
atures came a little too early for
many.
“This is hot for just moving in
to summer, so I’m hoping that
we’re going to see the down-
ward trend in the temperature
here soon because this is a
warm one,” said Krista
Voltolini, who was selling pro-
duce at a farmer’s market in
Columbus. A recent study
found that climate change is
making heat waves move more
slowly and affect more people
for a longer time. Last year, the
U.S. saw the most heat waves
— abnormally hot weather
lasting more than two days —
since 1936. 
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United Nation (AP): The
Sudanese government has
accused the United Arab
Emirates of fuelling the 14-
month war in the African coun-
try by providing weapons to a
rival paramilitary force. The
UAE dismissed the allegation as
“ludicrous,” calling “a shameful
abuse by one of the warring par-
ties”.
The clash came during a UN
Security Council meeting at
which Assistant Secretary-
General Martha Pobee warned
that atrocities are being commit-
ted along ethnic lines in Sudan’s
western Darfur region.
She urged an immediate cease-
fire in the North Darfur capital,
El Fasher, which is besieged by
the paramilitary Rapid Support
Forces, “to prevent further atroc-
ities, protect critical infrastruc-
ture, and alleviate civilian suffer-
ing”.
Sudanese Ambassador Al-Harith
Mohamed accused the paramil-
itary Rapid Support Forces of
“destructively launching” its war
with the Sudanese military and
attacking civilians, aided by
weapons from the UAE.
He said that Sudan has evidence
of the UAE supplying weapons
and that the government will sub-
mit a file on UAE actions to the
International Criminal Court.
The UAE’s ambassador,
Mohamed Abushahab, said those
were “false allegations” and
demanded to know why Sudan’s
government refuses to return to
peace talks.
Turning to Sudan’s ambassador
seated beside him at the Security
Council’s horseshoe-shaped table,
Abushahab said: “You should
stop grandstanding in interna-
tional fora such as this and
instead take responsibility for
ending the conflict you started.”
U.N. experts monitoring an arms
embargo in Darfur reported
“credible” evidence in January
that the UAE sent weapons to the
Rapid Support Forces several
times a week from northern
Chad. U.S. Ambassador Linda
Thomas-Greenfield on Tuesday
reiterated a U.S. appeal to all
“external actors to stop fueling
and prolonging this conflict, and
enabling these atrocities, by send-
ing weapons to Sudan.”
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Paris (AP): Police in the restive
French Pacific territory of New
Caledonia rounded up eight
people on Wednesday, including
an independence leader, who are
suspected of having a role in the
deadly violence that wracked the
archipelago where Indigenous
Kanak people have long sought
to break free from France. The
early morning round-up was
part of an ongoing police inves-
tigation launched May 17, just
days after unrest first erupted,
into a wave of armed clashes,
looting, blazes and other violence
that turned parts of the capital,
Noumea, and its suburbs into
no-go zones. New Caledonia’s
prosecutor, Yves Dupas, said in
a statement that eight people
were detained from 6 a.m. in
Noumea and its Mont-Dore
suburbs. He said those taken in
custody include Christian Tein,
a leader of a pro-independence
group that French officials
alleged played a leading role in
weeks of violence  over contest-
ed voting reforms for New
Caledonia. 
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The Kuwaiti government
will give USD 15,000

each as compensation to the
families of the victims of the
devastating fire that killed 50
people, including 46 Indians,
in the southern Ahmadi
Governorate, according to a
media report.

The massive fire which
occurred at a seven-storey
building in the city of Mangaf
on July 12 was caused by an
electrical short circuit in the
guard’s room on the struc-
ture’s ground floor, according
to Kuwaiti authorities.
The building was home to
196 migrant workers, most-
ly Indians.
On the orders of the Emir of
Kuwait, Sheikh Meshal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
the victims’ families will
receive  compensat ion
amounting to USD 15,000

each (Rs 12.5 lakh), the Arab
Times newspaper reported
on Tuesday.
Citing government sources,
the newspaper said the com-
pensation payments will be
processed and delivered to
the victims’ embassies.
Three other deceased were
Filipinos, and the identity of
one of the victims has not
been established.
The concerned embassies
will ensure that the funds are
distributed to the families of
those affected by the fire,
expediting the process and
ensuring that the assistance
reaches the victims’ families
promptly and efficiently, the
report said.
“This financial aid aims to
support the bereaved families
during this difficult time,” the
newspaper said.
The Indian government had
announced compensation of
Rs 2 lakh each to the families

of Indian nationals who lost
their lives in the massive
fire.
The Kerala government last
week said it will provide Rs
5 lakh financial assistance to
the families of the people
from the state who died in
the fire tragedy. 
The Indians who died in the
tragedy included 24
Malayalis.
Kuwait’s public prosecutor
has launched an investigation
into the incident. The probe
aims to uncover the circum-
stances behind the incident,
and what might have trig-
gered the deadly fire, the
public prosecutor said on X.
A Kuwaiti citizen and sever-
al  foreigners have been
arrested in connection with
charges of manslaughter and
causing injuries due to neg-
ligence in security and safe-
ty measures following the
fire incident. 
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The far-right leader angling
to become prime minister

after France’s upcoming parlia-
mentary election backtracked
Wednesday on his party’s pre-
vious promise to pull out of
NATO’s strategic military com-
mand. National Rally president
Jordan Bardella said at the
Eurosatory arms trade show
outside Paris in Villepinte that
he “doesn’t plan to question the
commitments France has made
on the international stage” if
voters give his far-right party a
majority that enables him to
lead a new government, in
what would be an awkward
power-sharing arrangement
with President Emmanuel
Macron.
Referring to Russia’s full-scale
invasion of Ukraine, Bardella
said that “France mustn’t leave
NATO’s military command
while we are at war, because it
would considerably weaken
France’s responsibility on the
European scene and, obvious-
ly, its credibility with regard to

its allies.” The comments pulled
back from a campaign promise
made by his party in its man-
ifesto for the 2022 French pres-
idential election. “The priori-
ty will be to leave the integrat-
ed NATO command,” the 2022
manifesto read, a move that
would have taken French mil-
itary staff out of the NATO
body that plans operations,
and weakened France’s role
and influence within NATO.
This latest about-face comes as
the National Rally is toning
down previously announced
positions in an attempt to win
voters outside of its tradition-

al base before the June 30 and
July 7 two-round parliamentary
election — the party’s first real
chance of forming a govern-
ment.
In spite of his comments
regarding NATO, Bardella
maintained that he’s firmly
against sending troops to
Ukraine.
“I am opposed, unlike the
president of the republic, to
sending troops and sending
French soldiers to Ukraine,
because I believe that first of all,
a majority of French people is
opposed to this decision,” he
said. Macron said in March that
sending Western troops into
Ukraine shouldn’t be ruled
out.
Bardella said that he support-
ed sending continued French
supplies of weaponry, ammu-
nition and other military
equipment and support to
Ukraine “to enable Ukraine to
protect itself,” but that he was
also wary of the risk of any
direct escalation with Russia,
noting that it is nuclear-armed
like France. “My position has

not changed. It is … to hold the
front and at the same time to
avoid any risk of escalation with
Russia, because Russia is a
nuclear power,” he said.
Bardella’s eurosceptic anti-
immigration party, and partic-
ularly its former presidential
candidate Marine Le Pen, is
known for its close ties to
Russia. Le Pen has expressed
reservations about supplying
Ukraine with additional arms.
Earlier this month, Macron
dissolved the lower house of
France’s parliament in a sur-
prise announcement, sending
voters back to the polls, after
his party was handed a hum-
bling defeat by the far right in
the European Parliament elec-
tion. In France, legislative elec-
tions decide the makeup of the
parliament, not the occupant of
the presidential Elysee Palace.
Macron has a presidential man-
date until 2027, and says that he
won’t not step down before the
end of his term, although he
might have to share power
with a far-right-led govern-
ment.
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Brussels (AP): The European
Union’s executive arm on
Wednesday criticised France
for running up excessive debt, a
stinging rebuke at the height of
an election campaign where
President Emmanuel Macron is
facing a strong challenge from
the extreme right and the left.

The EU Commission recom-
mended to seven nations,
including France, that they start
a so-called “excessive deficit
procedure”, the first step in a long
process before any member
state can be hemmed in and
moved to take corrective action.
“Deficit criteria is not fulfilled

in seven of our member states,”
said EU Commission Vice
President Valdis Dombrovskis,
pointing the finger at Belgium,
France, Italy, Hungary, Malta,
Slovakia and Poland, in addition
to France. For decades, the EU
has set out targets for member
states to keep their annual deficit
within 3 per cent of Gross
Domestic Product and overall
debt within 60 per cent of out-
put. Those targets have been dis-
regarded when it was conve-

nient, sometimes even by coun-
tries like Germany and France,
the biggest economies in the
bloc.
This time, however,
Dombrovskis said that a deci-
sion “needs to be done based on,
say, facts and whether the coun-
try respects the treaty, reference
values for a deficit and debt and
not based on the size of the
country”. The French annual
deficit stood at 5.5 per cent last
year. Over the past years, excep-
tional circumstances like the
COVID-19 crisis and the war in
Ukraine allowed for leniency,
but that has now come to an end.
Still, Wednesday’s announce-
ment touched a nerve in France,
after Macron called snap elec-
tions in the wake of his defeat to
the hard right of Marine Le Pen
in the EU parliamentary polls on
June 9.
Le Pen’s National Rally and a
new united left front are polling
ahead of Macron’s party in the
elections, and both challengers
have put forward plans where
deficit spending to get out of the
economic rut is essential.
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London (AP): Two climate pro-
testers were arrested Wednesday
for spraying orange paint on the
ancient Stonehenge monument
in southern England, police
said. The latest act by Just Stop
Oil was quickly condemned by
Prime Minister Rishi Sunak as
a “disgraceful act of vandalism.”
The incident came just a day
before thousands are expected to
gather at the 4,500-year-old
stone circle to celebrate the
summer solstice — the longest
day of the year in the Northern
Hemisphere. English Heritage,
which manages the site, said it
was “extremely upsetting” and
said curators were investigating
the damage. Just Stop Oil said on
the social media platform X that
the paint was made of corn-
starch and would dissolve in the
rain. Wiltshire Police said the
pair were arrested on suspicion
of damaging one of the world’s
most famous prehistoric mon-
uments and a UNESCO World
Heritage Site.
Stonehenge was built on the flat
lands of Salisbury Plain in stages
starting 5,000 years ago, with the
unique stone circle erected in the
late Neolithic period about 2,500
B.C.
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Hundreds of people died
during this year’s Haj pil-

grimage in Saudi Arabia as the
faithful faced intense high tem-
peratures at Islamic holy sites in
the desert kingdom, officials
said on Wednesday as people
tried to claim their loved ones’
bodies.
Saudi Arabia has not com-
mented on the death toll amid
the heat during the pilgrimage,
required of every able Muslim
once in their life, nor offered
any causes for those who died.
However, hundreds of people
had lined up at the Emergency
Complex in Al-Muaisem neigh-
bourhood in Mecca, trying to
get information about their
missing family members.

One list circulating online sug-
gested at least 550 people died
during the five-day Haj. A
medic who spoke to The
Associated Press on condition
of anonymity to discuss infor-
mation not released publicly by
the government said that the
names listed appeared genuine.
That medic and another official
who also spoke on condition of
anonymity said they believed at
least 600 bodies were at the
facility. The list offered no
cause of death.
Each year, the Haj draws hun-
dreds of thousands of pilgrims
from low-income nations,
“many of whom have had little,
if any, pre-Haj health care,” an
article in the April edition of the
Journal of Infection and Public
Health said. Communicable

illnesses can spread among the
gathered masses, many of
whom saved their entire lives
for their trips and can be elder-
ly with preexisting health con-
ditions, the paper added.
However, the number of dead
this year suggests something
caused the number of deaths to
swell. Already, several countries
have said some of their pilgrims
died because of the heat that
swept across the holy sites at
Mecca, including Jordan and
Tunisia.
Temperatures on Tuesday
reached 47 degrees Celsius (117
degrees Fahrenheit) in Mecca
and the sacred sites in and
around the city, according to the
Saudi National Center for
Meteorology. Onlookers saw
some people faint while trying

to perform the symbolic ston-
ing of the devil.
Others, including many
Egyptians, lost track of their
loved ones in the heat and the
crowds. More than 1.83 million
Muslims performed the Haj in
2024, including more than 1.6
million pilgrims from 22 coun-
tries, and around 222,000 Saudi
citizens and residents, accord-
ing to the Saudi Haj authorities.
On Wednesday at the medical
complex in Mecca, an Egyptian
man collapsed to the ground
when he heard the name of
mother among the dead. He
cried for some time before
grabbing his cellphone and
calling a travel agent, shouting:
“He left her to die!” The crowd
tried to calm the man. Security
appeared tight at the complex,

with an official reading out
names of the dead and the
nationalities, which included
people from Algeria, Egypt
and India. Those who said
they were kin of the dead were
allowed inside to identify the
deceased.
The AP could not independent-
ly confirm the cause of death at
the complex. Saudi officials
did not respond to questions
seeking more information. The
kingdom’s ruling Al Saud fam-
ily maintains a major influence
in the Muslim world through its
oil wealth and management of
Islam’s holiest sites. Like Saudi
monarchs before him, King
Salman has taken the title of the
Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques, referring to the
Grand Mosque in Mecca home

to the cube-shaped Kaaba that
Muslims pray towards five
times a day, and the Prophet’s
Mosque in the nearby city of
Medina.
Saudi Arabia has spent billions
of dollars on crowd control and
safety measures for those
attending the annual five-day
pilgrimage, but the sheer num-
ber of participants makes
ensuring their safety difficult.
Climate change could make the
risk even greater. A 2019 study
by experts at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology found
that even if the world succeeds
in mitigating the worst effects
of climate change, the Haj
would be held in temperatures
exceeding an “extreme danger
threshold” from 2047 to 2052,
and from 2079 to 2086.
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Chinese Premier Li Qiang is
set to talk Wednesday with

Malaysian Prime Minister
Anwar Ibrahim, with their
countries due to ink coopera-
tion pacts on digital economy
and green development as they
celebrate a half-century of diplo-
matic relations.
Li, the first Chinese premier to
visit Malaysia since 2015, flew
in late Tuesday from Australia
to a red carpet welcome. Upon
his arrival, Li said the two
nations’ 50-year anniversary
was a new starting point to
deepen links and increase
exchanges.
“China is advancing Chinese
modernization on all fronts
through high-quality develop-
ment. Malaysia, on its part, is
promoting national develop-
ment under the vision of
Malaysia MADANI. China is
ready to work with Malaysia,” Li
said in a statement published by
the national Bernama news
agency. Li, China’s No. 2 leader
after President Xi Jinping, last
week also became the first
Chinese premier to visit New
Zealand and then Australia in
seven years. Li was given an offi-
cial welcoming ceremony at
Malaysia’s government capital of
Putrajaya before private talks

with Anwar. While trade is
expected to dominate, Malaysia’s
Foreign Minister Mohamad
Hassan has said the prickly
issue of territorial claims in
South China Sea was also like-
ly to be raised.
Vietnam, Brunei, Malaysia, the
Philippines and Taiwan all dis-
pute Beijing’s claims to almost
the entire South China Sea. But
unlike the publicized clashes
between the Philippines and
China, Malaysia’s government
prefers the diplomatic channel
and rarely criticizes Beijing
even though Chinese coast
guard ships have sailed near
Malaysia’s waters. This is part-
ly to protect economic ties, as
China is Malaysia’s top trading
partner. “That is why we need
to further build on this good
cooperation we have estab-
lished since 1974. The good ties
we have enjoyed since will allow
us to manage and resolve any
issue amicably,” Mohamad
Hassan was quoted as saying by
The Star newspaper ahead of Li’s
visit. Li and Anwar will also wit-
ness the signing of a new five-
year deal for economic and
trade cooperation. Trade
Minister Zafrul Aziz has said it
would strengthen links between
industries in priority sectors like
high-level manufacturing and
digital economy. Zafrul said

government-to-government
pacts were expected to be signed
including investment coopera-
tion in the digital economy
and green development. 
Trade with China — Malaysia’s
No. 1 trading partner since
2009 — made up 17% of
Malaysia’s global trade, valued
at $98.8 billion last year, Zafrul
was quoted as saying by
Bernama last week.
Anwar, who visited China twice
last year, has sought to move
closer to Beijing even while
engaging the U.S. as a key ally.
While speaking at a forum in
Tokyo in May, Anwar stressed
that Beijing is too close, too
important and too strategic to
ignore. 
Ahead of Li’s visit, Anwar told
Chinese media that Malaysia
planned to join the BRICS bloc
of developing economies but
didn’t give details. The plan was
confirmed by Zafrul and
Mohamad Hassan on Monday.
The bloc’s core members are
Brazil, Russia, India, China and
South Africa, who to seek a fair-
er world order currently dom-
inated by Western nations. It
expanded with Egypt, Ethiopia,
Iran, Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates invited to
become members this year.
Some 40 countries have also
expressed interest.
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Pakistan has urged the United
Nations for a “concerted

campaign” to recover all
weapons from dreaded terrorist
groups such as the Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan (TTP).
Speaking at the UN’s Fourth
Review Conference of the
Programme of Action (PoA) on
Small Arms and Light Weapons
(SALW) on Tuesday,
Ambassador Munir Akram
expressed Pakistan’s “grave con-
cern over the acquisition and use
of modern and sophisticated
small arms by terrorist groups
such as [the] TTP”.
According to a statement issued
by the Pakistani mission to the
UN, Akram highlighted the
“need for a concerted campaign
to recover all weapons from ter-
rorist groups like the TTP” and
also called for an investigation
into how these groups acquired
such sophisticated weapons.
The TTP is a banned terrorist
outfit which has been fighting to
establish the rule of Sharia
across Pakistan.
The Pakistani envoy asserted
that it was the responsibility of

the UN member states and that
of the UN to take measures to
prevent the illicit trade, transfer,
and diversion of these arms,
Dawn News reported.
“Terrorists and criminals do
not manufacture these arms.
They acquire them from illicit
arms markets or receive them
from entities that want to desta-
bilise a particular region or
country,” Akram said. 
The envoy highlighted how the
“illicit proliferation, excessive
accumulation and misuse of
small arms and light weapons”
was exacerbating conflicts,
fuelling terrorism, threatening
peace and security, and under-
mining sustainable develop-
ment globally.
Akram said the advent of new
technologies such as unmanned
aerial vehicles (UAVs) and
drones was “deepening chal-
lenges in combating the prolif-
eration of increasingly lethal
small arms”.
Describing the UN PoA and the
International Tracing
Instrument (ITI) as a structured
framework to address the chal-
lenges pertaining to the illicit
trade and trafficking of small

arms and light weapons, Akram
reiterated Pakistan’s commit-
ment to both tools.
“We have strengthened our leg-
islative frameworks, enhanced
transfer controls and imple-
mented robust measures to pre-
vent the diversion of SALW to
unauthorised users,” the envoy
asserted.
Pakistan has long held that the
banned TTP uses safe havens in
Afghanistan to launch deadly
cross-border attacks.
In March, Pakistan called on the
UN Security Council (UNSC) to
urge the Taliban rulers in
Afghanistan to terminate their
relationship with the TTP. Last
month, Pakistan’s Special
Representative on Afghanistan
Asif Ali Durrani stated that
TTP attacks in the country
increased by 60 per cent in two
years, showing a significant rise
since the Afghan Taliban seized
Kabul in August 2021. Pakistan
has witnessed an uptick in ter-
ror activities in the past year,
especially in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan
after the banned militant TTP
ended its ceasefire with the gov-
ernment in November 2022.
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Cyril Ramaphosa was sworn
in for a second term as

South Africa’s President to
head a coalition government on
Wednesday, despite his failure
to secure a majority in parlia-
ment for the African National
Congress (ANC) in last month’s
election.
Ramaphosa’s ANC lost its par-
liamentary majority for the
first time in 30 years in last
month’s elections. However,
the ANC and the Democratic
Alliance struck a historic deal
to form a coalition government
by setting aside their rivalry.
While the ANC got 40 per cent
of the vote in the election, the
Democratic Alliance (DA)
came second with 22 per cent.
“I swear I will be faithful to the
Republic of South Africa... I
will obey, observe and uphold
the constitution and all other
laws of the republic,” said
Ramaphosa, 71, who was
sworn in at the Union
Buildings in Pretoria by Chief
Justice Raymond Zondo.
Ramaphosa said that South
Africans should not be distract-
ed by attempts to turn citizens
against each other as the coun-
try enters a Government of
National Unity.

“We must reject every attempt
to divide or distract us, to sow
doubt or cynicism, or to turn
us against one another. Those
who seek to stand in our way,
those who seek to inflame ten-
sions, will not succeed, because
South Africans are resolute,”
Ramaphosa said at the seat of
government, the Union
Buildings, as thousands of
guests, including heads of state
and representatives from sev-
eral countries looked on.
The new government of
national unity combines
Ramaphosa’s ANC, the centre-
right DA and smaller parties.
“Those who seek to undermine
our institutions will fail because
democracy lives in the hearts of

our people and will never be
dislodged,” he said, in what
analysts believed was a clear
reference, without naming
them, to the Economic
Freedom Fighters and
Mkhonto weSizwe (MK), the
new party formed by ousted
former president Jacob Zuma.

These two parties,
which came third and fourth in
the general elections last
month, refused to join the
Government of National Unity
(GNU), because the African
National Congress, which lost
its majority since Nelson
Mandela led it to victory in
1994, has teamed up with the
opposition Democratic
Alliance (DA) for the GNU.

The DA was born out of former
whites-only parties and is still
led largely by whites, although
they have committed to follow-
ing the Constitution and its
principles of non-racialism.
Zuma has also challenged the
validity of the elections, alleg-
ing irregularities, although his
party has not provided any
public proof of these claims yet
despite going to court on the
matter.
“Nothing will distract us from
serving the people and advanc-
ing their interests. We declare
for all to know that neither dis-
cord nor dissent shall cause us
to cast aside that which calls us
to build a united, free, just,
equal and prosperous 
nation.
“In our brilliant diversity, we
gather to affirm our solemn
conviction that this country
belongs to all who live in it, as
articulated in the Freedom
Charter almost seventy years
ago,” Ramaphosa asserted.
“We gather here, as people
born of the same soil across our
nine provinces that make up a
unitary South Africa, deter-
mined that by our deeds we
shall heal the divisions of our
past, and overcome the ongo-
ing inequalities and hardships
of the present,” he added. �*��� ��)�
�
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The Tehreek-e-Taliban
Pakistan’s senior comman-

der Abdul Manan alias
Hakimullah has been killed by
unknown men in Afghanistan’s
Kunar province, in a setback to
the banned outfit which has
declared a three-day ceasefire
with Pakistan during the Eid al-
Adha festival.
Hakimullah, a Shura member of
the Pakistani Taliban’s powerful
Malakand faction, was killed in
Chaghasarai, District Asadabad
in the Kunar province, border-
ing Bajaur tribal district of
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province
in Pakistan, officials said on
Wednesday.
His killing comes as the TTP is
observing a three-day ceasefire
with the Pakistani government
during the Eid al-Adha, which
was celebrated on Monday.
Hakimullah, who was the right-
hand man of TTP Malakand
chief Azmat Ullah Mehsud alias
Wali Malakand, played a key
role in terrorist activities in
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Iran’s imprisoned Nobel Peace
Prize laureate, Narges

Mohammadi, has been sen-
tenced to another year in
prison over her activism, her
lawyer said on Wednesday.
Mostafa Nili, Mohammadi’s
lawyer, told The Associated
Press that his client was con-
victed on a charge of making
propaganda against the system.
Nili said the sentence came
after Mohammadi urged voters
to boycott Iran’s recent parlia-
mentary election, sent letters to
lawmakers in Europe and made
comments regarding torture
and sexual assault suffered by
another Iranian journalist and
political activist.
Mohammadi is being held at
Iran’s notorious Evin Prison,
which houses political prison-
ers and those with Western ties.
She already had been serving a
30-month sentence, to which
15 more months were added in
January. Iran’s government has
not acknowledged her addi-
tional sentencing.
The latest verdict reflects the
Iranian theocracy’s anger that
she was awarded the Nobel
prize last October for years of

activism despite a decadeslong
government campaign target-
ing her. Mohammadi is the
19th woman to win the Nobel
Peace Prize and the second
Iranian woman after human
rights activist Shirin Ebadi in
2003. Mohammadi, 52, has
kept up her activism despite
numerous arrests by Iranian
authorities and years behind
bars.
In November, Mohammadi
went on a hunger strike over
being blocked along with other
inmates from getting medical
care and to protest the country’s
mandatory headscarves for
women.
Mohammadi was a leading
light for nationwide, women-
led protests sparked by the
death last year of a 22-year-old
woman in police custody that
have grown into one of the
most intense challenges to
Iran’s theocratic government.
That woman, Mahsa Amini,
had been detained for alleged-
ly not wearing her headscarf to
the liking of authorities. For
observant Muslim women, the
head covering is a sign of piety
before God and modesty in
front of men outside their 
families. 
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Colombo (PTI): President
Ranil Wickremesinghe on
Wednesday said Sri Lanka
needs to connect with neigh-
bouring India to reap the ben-
efits of its massive industrial
development.
“Our neighbour India is going
through a phase of massive
industrial development. Tamil
Nadu, Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh are experiencing it. We
must also join in,” said
Wickremesinghe in his address
at the Industry 2024 event here.
The president said he was hope-
ful of discussing with External
Affairs Minister Dr S
Jaishankar, who is due to arrive
here on Thursday, about the fol-
low-up on his interaction with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
during his visit to India.
“Usage of solar and wind pow-
ers and to obtain liquid hydro-
gen are areas where we hope to
work in collaboration with
India,” Wickremesinghe, also
the finance minister, said,
adding that Adani projects in
Sri Lanka have pioneered these
efforts. Sri Lanka in the second
quarter of 2022 had declared
bankruptcy announcing the
island’s first ever sovereign
default. Negotiations with the
International Monetary Fund
for a bailout began almost
immediately and the first
tranche of the USD 2.9 billion
facility was released in March
2023.
The cash-strapped country has
introduced a set of hard reforms
to address its economic woes.
Despite the outstanding issue of
debt restructuring, three
tranches worth USD 1 billion of
the USD 2.9 billion bail-out
have been materialised subject
to reforms.
Wickremesinghe said that by
ongoing debt restructuring
negotiations, the government
was hoping to get time until
2042 to repay.
He said it was important for Sri
Lanka to convert into becom-
ing an export-oriented econo-
my from the current import-
oriented one. “Since we are an
import-oriented economy, we
have to find money to import.
To become an export-oriented
economy, we have to be com-
petitive with our industries to
become a production economy,”
the president said.
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Acourt in Russia’s far eastern
city of Vladivostok on

Wednesday convicted a visit-
ing American soldier of steal-
ing and making threats of
murder, and it sentenced him
to three years and nine months
in prison. Staff Sgt Gordon
Black, 34, flew to the Pacific
port city to see his girlfriend
and was arrested last month
after she accused him of steal-
ing from her, according to US
officials and Russian authori-
ties.
Russia’s state news agencies
Tass and RIA Novosti report-
ed that the judge in
Pervomaisky District Court

in Vladivostok also ordered
Black to pay 10,000 rubles
(USD 115) in damages.
Prosecutors had asked for a
sentence of four years and
eight months in prison. Black’s
case occurs amid tensions over
Russia’s arrests of American
journalists and other US
nationals as the fighting in
Ukraine continues.
Russia has jailed a number of
Americans, including corpo-
rate security executive Paul
Whelan and Wall Street
Journal reporter Evan
Gershkovich. The US govern-
ment has designated both men
as wrongfully detained and
has been trying to negotiate
their release.

Others detained include Travis
Leake, a musician who has
been living in Russia for years
and was arrested last year on
drug-related charges; Marc
Fogel, a teacher in Moscow
who was sentenced to 14 years
in prison, also on drug charges;
and dual nationals Alsu
Kurmasheva and Ksenia
Khavana. The US State
Department strongly advises
American citizens not to go to
Russia. Black was on leave
and in the process of returning
to his home base at Fort
Cavazos, Texas, from South
Korea, where he had been sta-
tioned at Camp Humphreys
with the Eighth Army. Cynthia
Smith, an Army spokesperson,

said Black signed out for his
move back home and, “instead
of returning to the continental
United States, Black flew from
Incheon, Republic of Korea,
through China to Vladivostok,
Russia, for personal reasons”.
Under Pentagon policy, service
members must get clearance
for any international travel
from a security manager or
commander. The US Army
said last month that Black
hadn’t sought such travel clear-
ance and it was not authorised
by the Defence Department.
Given the hostilities in Ukraine
and threats to the US and its
military, it is extremely unlike-
ly he would have been grant-
ed approval.
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Washington (AP): The Biden
administration on Tuesday
approved a new USD 360 million
weapons sale to Taiwan, sending
the island hundreds of armed
drones, missile equipment and
related support material, the
State Department said in a state-
ment that is sure to draw con-
demnation from China. The
announcement was not unex-
pected but it comes at a time of
high tension between
Washington and Beijing, which
regards Taiwan as part of its ter-
ritory and has vowed to consol-
idate by force if necessary.
The sale includes 291 Altius-
600M systems, which are
unmanned aerial vehicles, or
drones, with warheads. It also
includes 720 Switchblade drones
known as “extended-range loiter-
ing munitions,” the State
Department said. It said the
sale “serves US national, eco-
nomic, and security interests by
supporting the recipient’s contin-
uing efforts to modernize its
armed forces and to maintain a
credible defensive capability.” It
will “help improve the security
of the recipient and assist in
maintaining political stability,
military balance, and economic
progress in the region,” it said.
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Bajaur and carried out various
acts of violence including target
killings, landmine explosions,
checkpoint attacks, and extor-
tion, The Express Tribune news-
paper reported.
He also served as a cleric at a
madrassa of TTP in Sarkano,
Kunar province of Afghanistan,
and trained some of the key
TTP commanders including
Tahir alias Waqar, Umar alias
Ismail and others.
His death is seen as a significant
setback for the TTP and under-
scores the internal conflicts
among various armed factions
operating within Afghanistan,
the paper said.
Citing sources, the papers said
that the terrorist had joined the
TTP in 2007 and took part in
several actions against security
forces and innocent civilians.
His brother, Tariq alias Asad, is
also related to the outlawed TTP,
according to the sources.
Hakimullah’s killing comes days
after TTP commander
Waliullah was killed by the
Pakistan’s Counter-Terrorism
Department in an intelligence-
based operation in the Lakki
Marwat district in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province on
Sunday. He was wanted by the
Pakistani security forces in sev-
eral terrorism cases including
attacks on security convoys,
and police posts, kidnapping for
ransom, and extortion.
Waliullah, a local commander of
the TTP Tipu Gul group and the
son-in-law of Commander

Atiqur Rahman alias Tipu Gul
Marwat was wanted in several
cases of bomb blasts in Bannu,
DI Khan and local police, and
attacks on police and security
forces. On April 27, TTP
Malakand chapter commander
Talha Swati was killed in the
Asadabad area of Afghanistan’s
Kunar province, the paper
reported, citing sources.
According to reports, the slain
terrorist was reporting on
Jammatul Ahrar’s activities to
the South District Taliban,
Islamic State Khorasan Province
and his close aide Noor Wali
Mehsud. There were conflicting
reports surrounding the com-
mander’s death. Some reports
suggested he was killed by
ISKP, while others stated he was
killed by a rival faction due to
some internal rifts. The TTP,
also known as the Pakistan
Taliban, was set up as an
umbrella group of several mil-
itant outfits in 2007. 
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State Bank of India
Chairman Dinesh Kumar

Khara has pitched for tax relief
on interest income, saying it
would help banks to garner
savings that could be used for
funding long-term infra
projects.
Currently, banks are required
to deduct tax when interest
income from deposits held in
all the bank branches put
together is more than Rs
40,000 in a year. With regard
to savings accounts, interest
earned up to Rs 10,000 is
exempt from tax.
"If at all some relief could be
given in the Budget regarding
tax on the interest earnings, it
will be an incentive to
depositors. Eventually, the
banking sector uses deposits
mobilised for the capital
formation in the country," he
told PTI in an interview.
The Full Budget for 2024-25 is
likely to be presented by
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman in the Parliament
next month.
Given the current economic
growth rate, the SBI chairman

is expecting 14-15 per cent
loan growth during the fiscal
year 2024-25. 
"Normally the way we look at
it is that the GDP growth rate
plus inflation and 2-3 per cent
over that. That gives us the
number around 14 per cent or
so," he said.
"Hence, 14-15 per cent credit
growth depends upon the
opportunities available for
lending, and it meets our risk

appetite. We will be happy to
grow at this pace," he said.
As far as deposits are
concerned, he said, it grew by
11 per cent last year.
"And we have some elbow
room available in terms of
excess SLR…which ensures
that we don't have any
pressure on us to raise the
deposit rates for supporting
our loan-to-deposit ratio," he
said.

The bank has an excess
Statutory Liquidity Ratio
(SLR) between Rs 3.5 lakh
crore and Rs 4 lakh crore.
"Incidentally, I may add here
that our loan-to-deposit ratio
is around 68-69 per cent only.
That leaves enough room for
us to lend without having
pressure on the deposit
interest rates.
Nevertheless, he said, "We
always give importance to
deposits. 
“That is the reason why we
increased the interest rate for
the short-term deposits
recently because we felt that
there's room for
improvement...We should
improve our deposit growth
rate to some extent during this
year. And our effort would be
that we should at least grow
around 12-13 per cent this
year."
Last month, SBI hiked the
fixed deposit rate on select
short-term maturity up to 75
basis points.
For retail term deposits of 46-
179 days, the rate increased by
75 basis points to 5.50 per cent
against the earlier 4.75 per
cent. 
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Farm equipment and
construction equipment

firm, Escorts Kubota Ltd on
Wednesday said it has
withdrawn its plan to set up a
new manufacturing plant at
Ghiloth in Rajasthan due to
failure to meet all the key
requirements for a large-scale
project.
The company, which has
lined up an investment of up
to Rs 4,500 crore over the next
three to four years to set up a
new manufacturing plant,
said it continues to explore
alternate options with other
states, including Rajasthan.
Escorts Kubota had submitted
an Expression of Interest

(EOI) to Rajasthan State
Industrial Development and
Investment Corporation
(RIICO) for the proposed
acquisition of land in Ghiloth,
Rajasthan, subject to requisite
approvals and clearances, for
setting up an integrated
greenfield manufacturing
facility, for expanding the
existing capacities, the
company said in a regulatory

filing.
"...Based on the detailed
assessment of the location,
the company has reached a
conclusion that the location
does not meet all the key
requirements for a large-scale
project being planned and
accordingly the company has
withdrawn the aforesaid
EOI," it added.
One of the key factors for the
company withdrawing the
EOI was the state
government's inability to
commit to providing
adequate industrial water for
the project. However, Escorts
Kubota in its filing said it is
"committed to setting up an
integrated greenfield
manufacturing facility in line

with its Mid Term Business
Plan (MTBP) and continues
to explore the alternate
options with other states,
including Rajasthan".
Through a new
manufacturing plant, Escorts
Kubota plans to double its
domestic tractor production
capacity to 3.4 lakh units
annually, while also setting up
new engine and construction
equipment lines in phases.
At present, the company has a
total annual tractor
production capacity of 1.7
lakh units. The main plant is
located at Faridabad. Its
engine production capacity is
1.5 lakh units annually with
Kubota engines currently
being imported. 
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German auto component
supplier ZF Group on

Wednesday said it has sold a
7.5 per cent stake in its Indian
subsidiary ZF Commercial
Vehicles Control System
(CVCS) India to increase
liquidity and financial
flexibility for growth.
The sale of shares has no
effect on ZF's control over ZF
CVCS India, the company
said in a statement.
"ZF Group has sold 1,425,000
shares, equalling 7.5 per cent
stake, in its listed Indian
subsidiary ZF CVCS India to
increase liquidity and
financial flexibility for its
growth plans. The transaction
will strengthen the financial

flexibility of ZF, allowing it to
invest in its further growth,
and in the dynamically
developing Indian market," it
said.
The Friedrichshafen
(Germany)-headquartered
firm had commenced the
commercial vehicle control
system business in January
2022 following the acquisition
of WABCO in 2020.
ZF CVCS India is the market
leader in the Indian CV

supplier industry and remains
an important pillar in ZF's
global growth strategy, the
company said, adding that the
Indian business has shown a
strong operating and financial
performance on the back of a
supportive market
environment.
"The sale of shares has no
effect on ZF's control of ZF
CVCS India, as it is the long-
term strategy of ZF to
maintain a solid majority
shareholding in the entity," it
stated.
The transaction will
strengthen the financial
flexibility of ZF, allowing it to
invest in its further growth,
and in the dynamically
developing Indian market, ZF
Group said. 
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Air India on Wednesday
said it will launch

premium economy class on
select domestic routes from
next month.
As of now, Vistara is the only
Indian carrier, which offers
premium economy-class
travel on its domestic routes.
"Air India today unveiled a
three-class configuration on
its newly inducted narrow-
body aircraft. Air India's
A320neo aircraft will now
offer a new business, an all-
new premium economy and a
new economy cabin
experience on domestic and
short-haul international
routes," the airline said.
The Tata Group-owned
airline said it has refitted two
new A320neo aircraft in a
three-class configuration,
featuring eight seats in

business, 24 seats with extra
legroom in premium
economy, and 132 in the
economy category, offering a
wider choice to its guests.
This is the first time the
airline has introduced
premium economy cabins on
its narrow-body aircraft.
Delhi-Bengaluru-Delhi and
Delhi-Chandigarh-Delhi are
the two select routes on which
the airline will offer premium
economy seats, as per the
airline.
Air India has plans to
introduce the three-class
configuration to its entire
full-service narrow-body fleet
over the next year. Existing

aircraft are now being
progressively inducted for
refit, while new aircraft
joining the fleet will be
delivered with the new Air
India experience, it said. 
"The introduction of a three-
class cabin to Air India's
narrow-body fleet and
commencement of interior
refits are important steps in
the journey of enhancing the
flying experience," said
Campbell Wilson, Chief
Executive Officer and
Managing Director at Air
India.
The latest upgrade of the
narrow-body fleet, which
operates on domestic and
short-haul international
networks, complements the
upgraded wide-body
experience now available on
A350 fleet and new B777s,
and on all other wide-body
planes as they are refitted over
the next two years, he said.

The new business cabins offer
40-inch ergonomic seats with
deep 7-inch recline, an
adjustable armrest, footrest
and backrest, a tray table
deployed at the push of a
button that includes a PED
holder and is extendable and
multiple charging ports while
the all-new premium
economy category provides
larger seats with four-way
headrests, wider 32-inch seat
pitch with a 4-inch recline,
and other amenities such as a
PED holder and USB
charging port, Air India said.
Earlier this month, Wilson
had said that Air India will be
retrofitting more than 100
planes, including 40 wide-
body planes.
Moreover, the airline had in
December 2022 announced
that it would be investing
USD 400-million to refurbish
its Boeing 777 and Boeing 787
wide-body aircraft fleet. 
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An increasing number of C-
suite executives have a

positive perception of GST
with many highlighting
further reforms like
rationalising tax rates and
effective dispute resolution
process as focus areas to usher
in GST 2.0, a Deloitte survey
said on Wednesday.
The Deloitte GST@7 survey,
engaging C-suite and C-1 level
executives across diverse
industries through online
platforms, highlights areas
which have resulted in growing
confidence in GST, specifically
on the positive role of GST
automation/ technology and
consultative environment, in
policy making.
Reflecting growing confidence
in GST, the survey found that
about 84 per cent of
respondents reported a
positive perception of GST in

2024, up from 72 per cent in
2023 and 59 per cent in 2022.
Automation of tax
compliance, including e-
invoicing, continues to be
voted as a top performance
area. Also, enhanced and
continued stakeholder
consultation, leading to the
issuance of clarificatory
circulars/instructions was
considered as a positive move
in policy making.
The survey highlights the
areas where more reforms are
required; these include
rationalising tax rates, offering
an effective dispute resolution
process, removing credit
restrictions, adopting faceless
assessments, liberalising
export rules and
implementing a compliance
rating system.
Goods and Services Tax
(GST), which subsumed 17
local taxes and levies, was
rolled out on July 1, 2017.

Marking the seven-year
journey of GST, Deloitte India
conducted the survey to
capture India Inc.'s views on
this transformational tax
reform.
According to the survey, 88
per cent of the top C-suite
leaders indicated areas of
challenge, including aspects
around audits and
assessments, underscoring the
need for continued
simplification, technology
integration and capacity
building. 
The survey respondents also
suggested enabling effective
dispute resolution
mechanisms, with 91 per cent
of leaders endorsing the
extension of audit timelines to
address issues and improve
compliance.
Additionally, more than 70 per
cent of respondents advocated
for aligning pre-deposit
requirements for GST appeals

with the pre-GST era norms,
aiming to streamline the
dispute resolution processes.
Deloitte India Partner and
Leader Mahesh Jaising said,
"India Inc. Has enhanced
confidence in the workings
and efficiency of the GST
regime. Such positive
sentiment is reflective of
supply chain efficiencies, the
benefits of tax, technology and
continued stakeholder
engagement on GST policy
matters.
"The survey reveals that it is
time to push for further
reforms to make the regime
more robust, dynamic and
responsive to taxpayers' needs.
GST 2.0 should review the
possibility of expanding the
GST regime's tax base,
rationalising tax rates,
removing ITC restrictions,
further export liberalisation
for services, unlocking
working capital and

addressing concerns related to
operational areas of
compliance," Jaising said.
To support the Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprise
(MSME) sector, the survey
suggests easing GST
registration by implementing
streamlined processes, such as
virtual verification and
standard documentation
across the country.
These measures can help
MSMEs effectively navigate
compliance challenges and
contribute more robustly to
India's economic growth.
Jaising said: "78 per cent of
MSMEs have shared a positive
sentiment towards GST
implementation this year
versus 66 per cent in 2023...
Key initiatives sought by
MSMEs are paperless
invoicing and that uniform
registration guidelines across
India will significantly ease
compliance burdens."

SBI Chairman pitches for tax relief
on interest income in Budget

Most of top-level executives have positive perception of GST: Survey
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India's seafood exports have
recorded a growth of 3 per

cent in volume terms, but a
decline of about 8 per cent in
value during the last financial
year, according to the data of
the commerce ministry.
Exports in volume terms have
increased to 17,81,602 MT
(tonnes) worth USD 7.38
billion during 2023-24 as
against 17,35,286 MT (USD
8.0 billion) in 2022-23.
"India recorded an all-time
high export in terms of
volume by shipping 17,81,602
MT of seafood...Despite the
several challenges in its major
export markets like the USA,
European Union and the UK,"
D V Swamy, Chairman of
Marine Products Export
Development Authority
(MPEDA), said.
Frozen shrimp, with exports
of USD 4.88 billion, retained

its position as the top item in
the seafood export basket,
accounting for a share of
40.19 per cent in quantity and
66.12 per cent in dollar terms.
The US was the largest market
for frozen shrimp (2,97,571
MT) in the last fiscal. It was
followed by China (1,48,483
MT), the European Union
(89,697 MT), Southeast Asia
(52,254 MT), Japan (35,906
MT), and the Middle East
(28,571 MT).
The ministry said that black
tiger shrimp exports too
recorded healthy growth.
"Frozen fish, the second
largest exported item, fetched

USD 6.71 billion, accounting
for 21.42 per cent in quantity
and 9.09 per cent in USD
earnings," it said, adding that
in dollar terms, these
shipments dipped by 2.31 per
cent in 2023-24.
The other key export
products include frozen
squid, Surimi, frozen
cuttlefish, and frozen octopus.
It added that the US
continued to be the major
importer of Indian seafood in
value terms, with an import of
USD 2.55 billion in 2023-24.
It is followed by China, Japan,
Vietnam, Thailand, Canada,
Spain, and Belgium. 
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ICICI Prudential Life offers
15 per cent lifetime

discount for women and an
additional 15 per cent
discount for salaried women
on its term plan — iProtect
SmartOption to choose
cover against 34 critical
illnesses including breast,
ovarian, uterine and cervical
cancers.
The company endeavours to
make life insurance more
affordable for women. 
Additionally, salaried
women will be eligible for an
extra 15 per cent discount
on the first year's premium,
empowering them to
provide financial security to
themselves and their loved
ones.
iProtect Smart combined
with the critical illness
benefit, provides cover
against 34 critical illnesses
including ailments such as
breast, ovarian, uterine and
cervical cancers. 
This combination offers
benefits of both health and
life insurance. Importantly,
the critical illness cover
amount is paid out on
diagnosis, providing the
requisite financial resources
for seeking immediate
medical treatment, without
disrupting the family’s
savings.
As per The Lancet estimates,
the incidence of cancer
diagnosed in the under 50
years adult age group had a
higher ratio of women. 
A single hospitalisation can
cost upwards of �1 lakh in
an urban private hospital,
hence, it is essential for
women to plan availability of
financial resources to treat
such critical ailments.

ICICI Prudential
Life offers
discount for
women
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Benchmark equity index
Sensex on Wednesday

ticked higher to scale yet
another lifetime closing peak of
77,337, while the broader Nifty
retreated from the record high
level amid a lack of immediate
triggers.
In a volatile trading session, the
emergence of profit booking in
consumer durables, capital
goods and energy shares
negated strong gains in
banking and financial stocks.
Rallying for the fifth straight
session, the 30-share BSE
Sensex climbed 36.45 points or
0.05 per cent to settle at a new
closing high of 77,337.59.
During the day, it soared 550.49
points or 0.71 per cent to hit the
fresh lifetime peak of 77,851.63. 
The NSE Nifty ended at 23,516,
down 41.90 points or 0.18 per
cent. Intra-day, it rose 106.1
points or 0.45 per cent to hit a
new record of 23,664.
"Strong buying in banking
stocks helped Sensex sail
through in a highly volatile
trading session, while Nifty
ended weak as investors
booked profit in auto, metals,
oil & gas, telecom and realty
shares after the recent upsurge.

"Ahead of the Budget, markets
may see stock & sector-specific
activities on hopes the
government may increase the
outlay for sectors to push
growth," Prashanth Tapse,
Senior VP (Research), Mehta
Equities Ltd, said.
Among the 30 Sensex
companies, Axis Bank, HDFC
Bank, ICICI Bank, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, IndusInd
Bank, State Bank of India,
Infosys, Wipro, Tech Mahindra
and HCL Technologies were
the gainers.
On the other hand, Titan,

Maruti, Bharti Airtel, Larsen &
Toubro, NTPC, Reliance
Industries, Bajaj Finance and
Power Grid were among the
laggards.
As many as 2,235 stocks
declined, while 1,634 advanced
and 103 remained unchanged
on the BSE.
"Tracking the positive global
cues and robust undertone, the
domestic market started on a
firm note. But soon after, some
hesitancy was seen in the
benchmark index Nifty at the
elevated zone, and a bout of
profit booking was seen in the

initial trading hours.
"Despite this, the bulls showed
resilience, pushing the market
into uncharted territory, which
too was short-lived as another
bout of profit booking set in
during the final hours," Osho
Krishan, Senior Analyst -
Technical & Derivatives, Angel
One Ltd, said.
In the broader market, the BSE
midcap gauge declined 0.91 per
cent and smallcap index went
lower by 0.58 per cent.
Among the indices, realty
declined 2.97 per cent, capital
goods (2.15 per cent), oil & gas
(1.97 per cent), power (1.86 per
cent), industrials (1.82 per
cent) and utilities (1.46 per
cent).
Financial services, IT and
bankex emerged as winners.
"Global stocks were mixed on
Wednesday after US
benchmarks rose to fresh
records following the signs that
the US economy may be
slowing without falling into
recession. Global stocks have
broadly shrugged off political
tensions in France and signs
the Federal Reserve could wait
until December to cut rates,"
Deepak Jasani, Head of Retail
Research at HDFC Securities,
said.
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This world record was five
years in the making for
Regan Smith. What an

up-and-down journey it's
been.
Bouncing back from a close-
but-no-Olympics call in her
first race, Smith set a world
record in the women's 100-
meter backstroke at the US
swimming trials on Tuesday
night.
The 22-year-old Minnesota
native touched in 57.13
seconds, easily beating the
mark of 57.33 set a year ago by
Australia's Kaylee McKeown. 
Smith was just 17 when she
first set a world record in the
100 at the 2019 World
Championships. But, she
struggled to deal with the
sudden, newfound fame,
ceding dominance in the event
to McKeown. 
"A long time coming," Smith
said. "It's about time." 
There was never any doubt
about Smith's talent, but a lack

of confidence was almost
crippling at times. 
She's been working with a
sports psychologist since
October, which helped turn
things around mentally.
Her coach, Bob Bowman, best
known for his work with 23-
time gold medalist Michael
Phelps, took care of the
physical side with a gruelling
training regimen.
"This is incredibly rewarding,"
Smith said. "When I was a
teenager, I had not done much.
There was no pressure on me. I
was always the youngest. No
one expected much from me. I
could go into it fearless."
Once she tasted success, it was
hard to get back on top. She
made the US team for the
Tokyo Olympics but finished
third in the backstroke as
McKeown took the gold.
"I've always had it physically,
but I didn't have it mentally,"
Smith conceded. "I just didn't
have it up here," pointing
toward her head.
Showing how much her

confidence has grown, Smith
bounced back emphatically
after getting edged for a spot
on the US team in the 100
butterfly, where she finished
third behind Gretchen Walsh
and Torri Huske.
Flipping to her back, Smith set
the second world record of the
trials, following Walsh's mark
in the semi-finals of the 100
fly. 
Katharine Berkoff claimed the
second expected Olympic spot
for the US with a time of 57.91.
In the night's other final,
Bobby Finke earned the right
to defend the 800 freestyle gold
he won in Tokyo with a time of
7 minutes, 44.22 seconds.
Finke had to work hard to get
to the wall ahead of 18-year-
old Indiana phenom Luke
Whitlock, who set a national
age-group record at 7:45.19
and will likely head to his first
Olympics with the second US
spot.
No one else was within 4
seconds of the top two.
"I find I need pressure to do

well, at least in my eyes," Finke
said. "So I feel like the more
pressure I feel, then the more
likely I am to do well. Happy
with the time we got."

Whitlock splashed the water
emphatically after going
virtually stroke-for-stroke with
the reigning Olympic
champion, who swept the 800

and 1,500 free in Tokyo.
He is expected to become the
youngest male swimmer to
make the US team since that
guy named Phelps, who was 15

when he qualified for his first
Olympics in Sydney in 2000.
"It's really just over the last,
especially the last two months,
my training has really picked
up and now just talking to my
coach, we just had a really
good plan," Whitlock said.
"We kind of got everything
planned out like a month and a
half before this and I was just
really confident with the work
I've been putting in, so I knew
I could execute it." 
Two of America's biggest
swimming stars, Caeleb
Dressel and Simone Manuel,
had impressive debuts at the
trials, though there's still work
to do to return to the
Olympics.
Dressel was the third-fastest
qualifier in the preliminaries
and semi-finals of the men's
100 freestyle, both times
finishing behind Jack Alexy
and Chris Guiliano.
The tattooed Floridian will
have to beat at least one of
them in the final on
Wednesday night to earn a

chance to defend his Olympic
title in that event.
Manuel was the fastest
qualifier in the women's 100
free preliminaries and took the
second spot behind Torri
Huske in the semi-finals.
Dressel and Manuel are both
coming back from long layoffs
that cast doubts over whether
they'd be able to qualify for
Paris.
Dressel was the winner of five
gold medals at the Tokyo
Olympics. He mysteriously
walked away amid the 2022
World Championships, later
revealing he needed an
extended break to rekindle his
love for the sport.
Manuel, the first Black female
swimmer to capture an
individual gold medal, was
diagnosed with overtraining
syndrome ahead of the last
Olympics.
She barely managed to qualify
for the U.S. Team, then shut
down all physical activity
under a doctor's care to allow
her body to recover.

REGAN SETS A WORLD RECORD IN THE 100 BACKSTROKE AT THE US OLYMPIC TRIALS
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Former Czech Football
Association deputy head

Roman Berbr and other soccer
officials were sentenced for
their involvement in a match-
fixing scandal on Wednesday. 
According to the verdict issued
by the county court in the
western Czech city of Plzen,
Berbr was convicted of
embezzlement and received a
three-year suspended sentence
and a 2 million Czech crown
fine ($86,500). Roman Rogoz,
the former sports director of
the Slavoj Vyšehrad club, was
given a four-year prison term
and 400,000 Czech crown
($17,000) fine while former
player and soccer official
Michal Káník got 2 1/2-years
suspended sentence and and a
fine of 130,000 Czech crowns
($5,600).
Another of the four key
defendants in the case, former
referee Tomáš Grimm, was
cooperating with the law
enforcement authorities and
previously received a
suspended sentence.
The prosecution demanded jail
terms for Berbr and Káník and
can appeal the decision.
Altogether, 16 people were
convicted of of bribery,
embezzlement and
participation in an organized
crime group that was involved
in fixing at least 10 matches in
2019 and 2020 in the second
and third-tier leagues and were
mostly fined and banned from
activities in soccer Wednesday.
Four others previously
received sentences.
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England faces Denmark on
Thursday as the leader of

Group C at the European
Championship after a 1-0 win
over Serbia. Denmark was
denied by Slovenia's late
leveler in a 1-1 draw also on
Sunday. 
They meet in Frankfurt at the
Waldstadion where kickoff is
at 6 pm local time (1600
GMT). Here's what to know
about the match:
Denmark's need for a win is
greater, ahead of a final Group
C game against a physically
imposing Serbia team.
The teams renew their rivalry
from a Euro 2020 semifinal
played three years ago at
Wembley Stadium. England
won 2-1 after extra time,
sealed when Harry Kane
followed up his penalty being
saved by Kasper Schmeichel to
score when the ball rebounded
to him.
Denmark did not easily forget

how England got that decisive
spot-kick, for a foul awarded
against defender Joakim
Mæhle - "a penalty which
should not have been a
penalty," coach Kasper
Hjulmand said then.
There is a familiarity between
the squads with teammates at
Manchester United, Crystal
Palace and Brentford on either
side of this game.
Gareth Southgate is coaching
England at his fourth
tournament and will be less
troubled than analysts and fans
about the manner of victory
over Serbia. England eased its
way through the group stage at
Euro 2020 - making at least
two changes between each
game - did not concede a goal,
then accelerated through the
knockout rounds.
Southgate's main call could be
if Trent Alexander-Arnold's
long-range passing is retained
in central midfield alongside
Declan Rice. Recent debutants
Kobbie Mainoo and Adam

Wharton are options.
England's preferred left back
Luke Shaw is still not involved
in team training, and Kieran
Trippier is set to continue on
his less favored flank.
Denmark has reported no
injury concerns.
A draw can be a good result for
Denmark even if it ends the
day third in the standings.
Slovenia plays Serbia in the
earlier game Thursday. In two
previous Euros with a 24-team

tournament format - which
sends four of the six third-
place teams to the knockout
phase - a team with three
draws has done enough to
advance.
Another England win would
set the team up to win Group
C and face a third-place team
in the round of 16. The group
runner-up will face the Group
A winner, likely Germany, in
the vibrant Dortmund
stadium.

However, England has never
won two straight games to
start a Euros tournament.
Defender Simon Kjaer was an
unused substitute against
Slovenia and his Denmark
record of 132 national-team
games is now just one ahead of
Christian Eriksen, who scored
in that 1-1 draw.
"We see it every day in training
here, and he's such a nice guy
as well. You know he has high
standards that he sets and
expects," said England
midfielder Kobbie Mainoo, 19,
on star teammate Jude
Bellingham, who turns 21 next
week.
"Once the tournament starts
you get into a rhythm. It came
and we won it. So, we're
confident now, we're happy,"
said England winger Bukayo
Saka on winning the first game
"We have it in our power to
have a fantastic game against
England where nobody
expects us to win," Denmark
coach Kasper Hjulmand said.
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Former Grand Slam
champions Naomi Osaka,

Caroline Wozniacki,
Angelique Kerber and Emma
Raducanu have all been
awarded wild cards for
Wimbledon. The grass-court
tournament starts on July 1.
Osaka - a four-time major
champion and former No. 1
player - and three-time Grand
Slam winner Kerber returned
from maternity leave at the
start of this season. 
Currently ranked 113th, Osaka
was the only player to take a set

from top-ranked Iga Swiatek at
the French Open and followed
that up with a quarterfinal spot
last week in 's-Hertogenbosch,
a warm-up event for
Wimbledon.
Former US Open champion
Raducanu made her
breakthrough at Wimbledon
by advancing to the fourth
round in 2021. She will be
playing there for the first time
in two years after undergoing
wrist and ankle surgery in
2023. 
Kerber won the 2018
Wimbledon title and was
runner-up at the All England

Club in 2016. She is also a
former top-ranked player.
Wozniacki returned from
maternity leave last August.
She's never got past the fourth
round at Wimbledon, where
she will be playing for the first
time since 2019.
British players Francesca Jones,
Heather Watson and Yuriko
Miyazaki were also included in
the initial list of invitations.
One main draw wild card
remains to be allocated. Seven
British players have been
invited to play in the men's
draw, including last year's
junior champion Henry Searle.
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The city of Brussels says it
won't host a UEFA Nations

League match between
Belgium and Israel in
September because of the
"dramatic situation in Gaza"
that creates a security
headache for city officials.
Brussels' first alderman Benoit
Hellings said on Wednesday
the city considers it impossible
to organize the match, which
was scheduled to take place at
the Stade Roi Baudouin on
September 6.

Hundreds of pro-Palestinian
demonstrators have repeatedly
taken to the streets of Brussels
since the start of the war
between Israel and Hamas last
year. 
Last month, ticket sales for the
Belgium-Israel match were
paused because of security
concerns. Hellings said that
Brussels officials discussed
thoroughly the possibility of
hosting the match with the
federal government, police
forces and the Belgian soccer
federation (URBSFA). 
"Today, it is clear that the

announcement of such a
match being held in our capital

will undoubtedly provoke
major (counter-) demonstra-

tions, compromising the safety
of spectators, players, residents
and our police forces alike," he
said in a statement. 
"The Red Devils' matches have
always been moments of unity
and togetherness. The
humanitarian and security
situation in Gaza and its
repercussions force the (city)
to inform the URBSFA that it is
not possible to organize this
match at the Stade Roi
Baudouin."
Ticket sales for other Belgium
home matches in the
tournament against France on

October 14 and Italy on
November 14 are going ahead
as planned.
Belgium is currently playing at
the European Championship
in Germany. It lost its first
group game against Slovakia.
Brussels has been on security
alert even before the war in
Gaza started, with Belgium
being hit repeatedly by
extremist attacks. Last year, a
soccer game between Belgium
and Sweden was suspended at
halftime following a gunman
fatally shooting two Swedes in
Brussels before kickoff.

Former deputy head
of Czech soccer
association gets
suspended sentence in
match-fixing scandal
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Carlos Alcaraz began his
grass-court season by beat-

ing Francisco Cerundolo 6-1, 7-
5 in his opener at Queen's Club,
and Andy Murray was victori-
ous in his 1,000th tour-level
match. The 21-year-old
Spaniard returned to action fol-
lowing his French Open title and
extended his grass-court win-
ning streak to 13 matches.
The streak dates back to last year,
when Alcaraz won the Queen's
Club title before defeating Novak
Djokovic in the Wimbledon
final.
Alcaraz, ranked No. 2. Improved
to 17-2 on grass for his career
and 13-0 against players ranked
outside the top 20 on the surface.
Cerundolo is ranked No. 26.
Alcaraz fell behind 2-5 in the
second set and saved three set
points on serve at 4-5 before
clinching the win. He next faces
Jack Draper.
Meanwhile, five-time champion
Murray beat Alexei Popyrin 6-
3, 3-6, 6-3 in what could be his
final appearance at Queen's
Club. It was his 1,000th tour-
level match. "Really special to get
the win today. Hopefully I can
add a few more before I'm fin-
ished," said the 37-year-old
Murray, who has signaled his
intention to retire later this year.
Dan Evans retired from his
match against Brandon
Nakashima after slipping on
the grass behind the baseline at
the start of the third set.
On Sunday, the 34-year-old
Evans was named to Britain's
team for the Paris Olympics to
compete in the men's singles
tournament. He said Tuesday
he's "heartbroken" that a poten-
tial knee injury might keep him
out of Wimbledon and the
Olympics.

Alcaraz starts grass-
court campaign with
win over Cerundolo
at Queen’s Club
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World-renowned football
club FC Barcelona has

decided to shut down all its
academies in India, 14 years
after starting operations with an
aim to train the country's kids
in their famed 'La Masia (youth
academy)' style.
FC Barcelona did not provide
any official reason for the clo-
sure. All its academies in the
Indian cities of Delhi NCR,
Mumbai, Bengaluru and Pune
will cease to exist from July 1.
"FC Barcelona have informed
the families involved in Delhi,
Mumbai, Bangalore and Pune
will cease to operate as Barca
Academies from 1 July 2024,"
the club said in a statement
which it uploaded on its web-
site.

"Barcelona's presence in India
began back in 2010 and since
then thousands of youngsters
have learned to play football in
the Barca style and with the
Club's values.
"Furthermore, India was the
venue for two Barca Academy
APAC tournament in 2019 and
2020 and the academies have
been an ever present in the 11
editions of the Barca Academy
World Cup held in Barcelona
during Easter Week," the club
added.
Football legends such as Lionel
Messi, Andres Iniesta, Sergio
Busquets and Gerard Pique
achieved their superstardom
after undergoing training at
the Barca Academy.
In the statement, FC Barcelona
expressed gratitude to all the
families for their trust in the

project over the years, as well as
to all the coaches, local staff,
and Conscient Football, the
club's India partner that has col-
laborated on the Barca acade-
mies project all these years.
Barca Academy India was the
largest grassroots football train-
ing and development initiative
in India.
As part of the venture, it set
multiple football training cen-
tres in Delhi, Gurugram, Noida,
Mumbai, Bengaluru, and Pune,
organising programs, camps,
leagues, tournaments, and
exposure trips.
Barca Academy is the flagship
FC Barcelona school aimed at
boys and girls between 4 to 17
years of age and its main objec-
tive is to provide a comprehen-
sive training environment for
their students.
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The PGA Tour and the Saudi backers of LIV
Golf reached consensus on several items

during its meeting its recent meeting in New
York.
Commissioner Jay Monahan cautioned players
"there is still work to do" before any
agreement.
Monahan sent players a memo after the PGA
Tour policy board and the commercial PGA
Tour Enterprises board held a joint meeting
during the Travelers Championship in
Connecticut.
He did not share specifics, only saying the goal
was to develop "a shared vision for the future
of professional golf " that gives players the best
global opportunities.
The meeting with Yasir Al-Rumayyan,
governor of the Public Investment Fund of
Saudi Arabia, and PGA Tour Enterprises
board members including Tiger Woods, Adam
Scott and Rory McIlroy, was May 11.
Monahan also announced a few tweaks for the
PGA Tour schedule in 2025, while saying the
revamped model that caters to the top
performers from the previous year are still
creating roughly the same level of turnover.
One big change involves Woods. The board
approved an additional sponsor exemption in
the $20 million signature events specifically
for Woods "as a player who has reached an
exceptional lifetime achievement" of 80-plus
wins in his career.
Woods has played only four times this year -
three majors and taking one of the four
sponsor exemptions for his Genesis
Invitational at Riviera, where he had to
withdraw with the flu.
The player-hosted signature events - Riviera,

Bay Hill and Memorial - are the only small
fields with a cut. Monahan said the tour board
and Player Advisory Council will study
whether all the signature should have a cut.
The board took no action.
The board did approve a minimum 72 players
for the signature events, creating an alternate
list based on the current FedEx Cup standings
for the players not already eligible. Players
complained this year when fields dipped
below 70. In the Arnold Palmer Invitational
this year, the 69-man field meant one player -
Nick Dunlap - had to start the tournament as
a single.
The Travelers Championship this week only
has 71 players after McIlroy withdrew. 
The top 50 in the FedEx Cup are exempt for all
the $20 million events. More players competed
in other events, particularly early in the
season, which limited starts for players who
had conditional status, such as those finishing
Nos. 126-150.
The board said it would not reshuffle the
ranking of conditional players next year until
they have had a chance to play three or four
times.
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Virat Kohli will be expected to
hit his straps after a lean run
while left-arm spinner

Kuldeep Yadav will anxiously wait
for his chance when title-favourites
India face a sprightly Afghanistan in
their opening Super 8 fixture of the
T20 World Cup here on Thursday.
The big talking point ahead of the
game is the Indian team
combination.
Will India go in with the same line-
up that worked for them in the
group league stage or bring in their
best spinner over the last 12
months, Kuldeep, at the expense of
a specialist pacer now?
At the start of the tournament,
skipper Rohit Sharma had
expressed his keenness to include all
four all-rounders -- Hardik Pandya,
Shivam Dube, Axar Patel, and
Ravindra Jadeja -- in the playing
eleven.
That strategy suited the Indian team
in the bowler-friendly conditions in
New York and the captain is
expected to retain the winning
combination that stretches their
batting till number 8.
The only way to fit Kuldeep into the

team is to either drop Mohammed
Siraj or Arshdeep Singh for the wily
spinner. If that does happen, Siraj is
most likely to be benched.
If the two practice sessions of the
Indian team are an indication, the
pitch could offer plenty to the
spinners making Kuldeep's case
stronger. With the gentle breeze
blowing across the Kensington
Oval, the pacers should get the ball
to swing in the powerplay.
As is often the case, all eyes will be
on Kohli, who is yet to log a double
digit score in the tournament. His
strategy to go for his strokes did not
yield the desired results in New
York but he is expected to be at his
imperious best on the better wickets
in the Caribbean.
The 35-year-old is always operating
at 100 per cent and the intensity he
showed during the training sessions
was a testament to his exemplary
work ethic.
Shivam Dube, who was brought
into the side to hammer sixes in the
middle and death overs, has sent the
ball out of the park only once in this
competition.
The pitches in USA did not allow
him to go after the spinners. He
would be expected to change that in

the Super 8s and beyond.
India's premier T20 batter
Suryakumar Yadav too was back
among runs against USA, albeit not

in his usual swashbuckling style.
But the effort was enough to boost
his confidence.
Besides Kohli, runs are pending

from the bat of Hardik Pandya, who
has been exceptional with the ball.
On the bowling front, Arshdeep
Singh has grown in confidence with

each passing game, playing perfect
wingman to Jasprit Bumrah in both
the powerplay and death overs.
With the surface likely to aid the
slower bowlers, Axar and Jadeja
would be backing themselves to
make a decisive impact in the game.
Afghanistan, on the other hand,
head into the Super 8 fixtures after a
humbling loss to the West Indies in
St Lucia.
Their bowling attack, which
allowed them to boss their first
three games, was put to sword by
the hard-hitting West Indies batters.
Captain Rashid Khan saw the defeat
as a blip in an otherwise impressive
campaign, insisting that his team
remains a worthy contender for a
semifinal berth.
"As a bowler, you need to come up
with plans to keep the scoring to
under 10. The morale is still pretty
high and this loss does not affect us.
We have achieved our first goal of
reaching the Super 8s and now it is
about taking the next step," Rashid
had said.
He will be heavily banking on left-
arm pacer Fazalhaq Farooqi, who
provided them with wickets in the
powerplay and is currently the
leading wicket-taker in the

tournament with 12 scalps.
If he can the swing the ball back in
like he has thus far, Rohit and Kohli
will need to be on high alert.
Rashid himself will be looking for
wickets at a frugal economy rate in
the middle overs.
On the batting front, in-form
openers Rahmanullah Gurbaz and
Ibrahim Zadran would be once
again be crucial to the team's
chances.

SQUADS:
India: Rohit Sharma (captain),
Hardik Pandya, Yashasvi Jaiswal,
Virat Kohli, Suryakumar Yadav,
Rishabh Pant, Sanju Samson,
Shivam Dube, Ravindra Jadeja,
Axar Patel, Kuldeep Yadav,
Yuzvendra Chahal, Arshdeep
Singh, Jasprit Bumrah, Mohammad
Siraj.
Afghanistan: Rahmanullah Gurbaz
(wicketkeeper), Ibrahim Zadran,
Gulbadin Naib, Azmatullah
Omarzai, Mohammad Nabi,
Najibullah Zadran, Karim Janat,
Rashid Khan (c), Noor Ahmad,
Naveen-ul-Haq, Fazalhaq Farooqi,
Hazratullah Zazai, Fareed Ahmad
Malik, Mohammad Ishaq,
Nangeyalia Kharote.

Kohli expected to shine on big stage as India ponder over Kuldeep question
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English duo of Richard
Kettleborough and Richard

Illingworth will officiate the
blockbuster Group 1 Super
Eight clash between India and
Australia in the ongoing T20
World Cup in Gros Islet, Saint
Lucia on June 24.
India's opening Super Eight
match against Afghanistan on
Thursday will be officiated by
the Australian pair of Rodney
Tucker and Paul Reiffel, while
David Boon will be the match
referee.
England's Michael Gough and
South African Adrian
Holdstock will officiate India's
match against Bangladesh in
Antigua on June 22.
In other matches, Chris
Gaffaney and Kettleborough,
both members of the Emirates
Elite Panel of ICC Umpires,
will be the on-field umpires for
USA's historic first-ever
knockout match at the T20
World Cup, against South
Africa on Wednesday.
The co-hosts qualified in
second place from Group A, in
part thanks to a magnificent
Super Over victory against
Pakistan and will now take on
the Proteas as well as England
and fellow co-hosts West
Indies in Group 2 of the Super

8s.
Joel Wilson will be the TV
Umpire for USA versus South
Africa match, while he will also
stand as on-field umpire
alongside Gaffaney when the
American team takes on
England in Barbados on June
23. 
Allahudien Paleker, who is
making his senior men's
tournament debut in this
competition, will be the fourth
umpire.
Illingworth and Michael
Gough will oversee Australia's
Super 8s opener against
Bangladesh, while Nitin
Menon and Ahsan Raza are the
on-field umpires for England's
meeting with the West Indies.
Sharfuddoula Ibne Shahid,
making history in this
competition as the first
Bangladeshi official at the T20
World Cup, is the TV Umpire
for the England versus West
Indies match, and will be the
on-field umpire alongside
Chris Brown for England's
second Group 2 game against
South Africa.
Jeff Crowe, who has overseen
more T20Is than anyone else,
will be in the match referee for
England's clashes against the
West Indies and South Africa
as well as Australia against
India.
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An in-form West Indies will
be keen to carry the

winning momentum but won't
underestimate familiar foes
England in their opening
Super Eight clash of the T20
World Cup which promises to
be a run fest here.
Both England and West Indies
are each competing for an
unprecedented third T20
World Cup title. While the
hosts are undefeated in the
tournament so far, England
had a rather anxious group
stage and needed arch-rivals
Australia's help to keep alive
their title defence.
Having played catch up after a
loss against Australia in the
league stage, Jos Buttler and his
men now have the opportunity
to start afresh.
On the other hand, West

Indies, who head to the fixture
on the back of an eight-match
winning streak, put up a
sensational display against
Afghanistan, notching a huge
104-run win at the Darren
Sammy National Cricket
Stadium. 
They once again head to the
stadium that holds the name of
their head coach and two-time
T20 World Cup-winning
captain in search of a similar
result.
"It's not necessarily to send
them (England) a message (the
huge win against Afghanistan).
It's just to show them that as
much as they are playing good
cricket, we're playing good
cricket - so come Wednesday
night it should be a very good
game," skipper Rovman Powell
said at the pre-match press
conference.
West Indies are performing as

a cohesive unit. Their batters
have taken responsibility and
stood up every time the team
needed someone -- be it Shane
Rutherford or Nicholas
Pooran. Their bowlers too
have done their job.
The flat pitches and relatively
short square boundaries here

are a paradise for batters with
all matches played here so far
being a high-scoring affairs.
But the batters will have to be
carefully negotiate the cross
winds that sends some balls
flying unexpectedly for six and
others swirling. Pooran
targeted them ruthlessly

against Afghanistan.
West Indies will bank on their
left-arm spin duo of Akeal
Hosein and Gudakesh Moti
against England's
predominantly right-handed
batting lineup.
While the pitch favours batters,
the extra bounce still offers
incentive for the quicks and
left-arm medium pacer Obed
McCoy's role will also become
important.
England pacers Jofra Archer
and Mark Wood would also be
keen to make most of the
conditions.
The two teams have clashed
rather regularly in the past and
are well aware of each other's
strength and weaknesses.
"When we play the English
guys so often, we play them
actually every year, so they
know a lot about us, we know a
lot about them," Powell said.

"It's just that when you're
playing the game on the day,
whoever gets on top has to stay
on top for as long as possible."

TEAMS (FROM)
West Indies Squad: Rovman
Powell (c), Brandon King,
Johnson Charles, Nicholas
Pooran (wk), Sherfane
Rutherford, Andre Russell,
Romario Shepherd, Roston
Chase, Akeal Hosein, Alzarri
Joseph, Gudakesh Motie, Obed
McCoy, Shamar Joseph,
Shimron Hetmyer and Shai
Hope.
England: Jos Buttler (c),
Moeen Ali, Jofra Archer,
Jonathan Bairstow, Harry
Brook, Sam Curran, Ben
Duckett, Tom Hartley, Will
Jacks, Chris Jordan, Liam
Livingstone, Adil Rashid, Phil
Salt, Reece Topley and Mark
Wood.
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Mitchell Marsh is not just a captain but
a true leader, Marcus Stoinis said

eulogising his teammate but added that
the current Australia group is easy to lead
with everyone aware of their roles in
specific situations. 
Marsh has been tasked with leading
Australia to their second T20 World Cup
title.
"Mitchie is not a captain but a leader. The
way he gets the groups together inspires
it," fellow all-rounder Stoinis said on the
'Unplayable' podcast.
"He's been a leader for a longtime in this
group. He has captained in the past at a
younger age as well."
It is not just Stoinis that has lavished praise
on the all-rounder, the rest of the team also
speaks highly of the 'Bison'.
Marsh has had a love hate relationship
with the fans, who booed him when his
performance dropped leading the all-
rounder to claim "most of Australia hates
me".
But Marsh witnessed a resurgence last year
and has now become a fan favourite. He
made his way back into the Test team and
starred in Australia's stunning World Cup
win in India. He also performed well in

T20s. He was awarded with the prestigious
Allan Border medal earlier this year.
But Marsh was perhaps destined for big
things given his father, Geoff Marsh was a
former Australian ODI captain and World
Cup winning coach. Growing up, he was
surrounded by the likes of legendary
captains Allan Border, Mark Taylor and
Steve Waugh and that seems to have
rubbed off on him.
The 32-year-old had captained the
Australian Under-19 team to the World
Cup trophy, back in 2010. He also led
Perth Scorchers in 31 matches in the Big

Bash League and was captain of the 2017-
18 Marsh Cup-winning Western
Australian team before graduating to
become Australian T20 captain.
Under his captaincy, Australia have
entered the Super Eight stage at the
ongoing T20 World Cup on the back of an
unbeaten run in the group stage.
Stonis feels Marsh has it easy with the
group in the West Indies with everyone
knowing their roles and functioning like
clockwork but the all-rounder is more
then capable of being "creative" when
required. "Not taking anything away (from
Marsh), I think this group particularly is
quite an easy group to lead. We have four
best quicks, best spinner in the world and
all-rounders. It's pretty much like clock
work, most of us know when to bowl,
where to field," Stoinis said.
Australia have played all their group
games in the Caribbean where the pitches
can play slow and low, and may turn more
as the World Cup wears on.
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Smriti Mandhana's stylish
seventh one-day hundred,

her second in as many
matches, and skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur's
belligerent century lifted India
to a formidable 325 for three
against South Africa in the
second women's ODI here on
Wednesday.
Mandhana 136 (120b, 18x4,
2x6) and Harmanpreet 103 not
out (88b, 9x4, 3x6), her sixth
ODI ton, milked 171 runs for
the third wicket, and ran
roughshod over the Proteas
bowlers after being asked to
bat first.
South African skipper Laura
Wolvaardt's decision to have a
bowl seemed vindicated as
new-ball bowlers, Ayabonga
Khaka and Masabata Klaas,
found appreciable bounce and
movement under overcast
skies.
In fact, Khaka started with two
maidens in a row as
Mandhana, whom she later
dropped on 69 off left-arm
spinner Nondumiso Shangase,
and Shafali Verma struggled
for a move-on. 
India's first boundary came
only in the sixth over, a pull by
Shafali off Klaas, but the
opener departed soon after
being ousted by left-arm
spinner Noku Mlaba.
A period of consolidation
followed as Mandhana and
Dayalan Hemalatha added 62
runs for the second wicket in
which the latter was the more

dominant presence.
Hemalatha (24), who clubbed
Shangase for two sixes, looked
good for more but her attempt
to slog-sweep Klaas ended in
the hands of Anneke Bosch.
However, the arrival of skipper
Harmanpreet changed the
complexion of the innings as
run-rate of India, which was
hovering around 4 till then,
first soared past five and then
six runs an over.
Mandhana hammered
Shangase for three fours in a
row, a period which included a
total of five fours across six
balls, took her to the 90s.
Harmanpreet, who was
grassed on 41 by Klaas off her
own bowling, straightaway
slipped into rhythm and pulled
Sune Luus to start her scoring.
The right-hander's aggressive
intentions only grew with the
innings as she punished Klaas
for a four and six in successive
balls.
The SA bowlers tried to curtail
the free-flowing Smriti,
bowling wide off her off-
stump. While the strategy was
worth giving a go, they erred in
line so much as the India vice-
captain garnered a clutch of
boundaries without much
effort.
She reached her hundred off
103 balls with a single off Luus,
and later Harmanpreet joined
her deputy with a boundary off
Klaas in the final over.
India plundered 118 runs in
the last 10 overs, feeding on
some shoddy bowling and
fielding by the visitors. 
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New Zealand skipper Kane
Williamson on

Wednesday decided to forego
his national contract for the
2024-25 season and also
stepped down from white-ball
captaincy to extend his
international career, following
the Black Caps' shock early
exit from the T20 World Cup.
"Helping push the team
forward across the formats is
something I'm very
passionate about and
something I want to keep
contributing towards," the 33-
year-old said in a New
Zealand Cricket (NZC)
release on Wednesday.
"However, pursuing an
overseas opportunity during
the New Zealand summer
means I'm unable to accept a
central contract offer."
The Black Caps have very
little international cricket

scheduled during the January
window and Williamson, who
had stepped down from Test
captaincy in December 2022,
will be available to play all
three formats outside that
month.
"Playing for New Zealand is
something I treasure, and my
desire to give back to the team
remains undiminished," he
said.
"My life outside cricket has
changed, however. Spending
more time with my family and
enjoying experiences with
them at home or abroad is
something that's even more
important to me."
The Black Caps are scheduled
to compete in eight Tests,
including a tour of India and
then a three-match home
series against England in
November-December, before
Christmas.
There are a number of T20
leagues such as UAE's ILT20,

South Africa's SA20,
Australia's BBL and
Bangladesh's BPL which are
set to clash in January. New
Zealand's Super Smash could
also be scheduled during the
same time period.
The leagues will be followed

by the ICC Champions
Trophy in Pakistan in
February-March.
Players accepting the NZC
central contracts must be
available for both
international and the
domestic Super Smash

competition.
NZC CEO Scott Weenink
said Williamson has earned
the right to take some time off
to pursue other goals,
including family-oriented
priorities.
"This is a good way to help
keep Kane in the
international game so that he
continues to play a major role
for the BLACKCAPS - both
now and in the years to
come," said Weenink.
"We have very little
international cricket in New
Zealand through January and
outside that period he's still
available for the
BLACKCAPS.
"NZC has a strong preference
to select centrally contracted
players for the BLACKCAPS,
however we're happy to make
an exception for our greatest
ever batter - especially as he
remains so committed to the
team. I know it sounds a bit

counterintuitive, but I'm very
encouraged by this
development."
An all-format player who is
considered one of the greats
of modern day cricket,
Williamson has been the
Black Caps batting mainstay
for over a decade, having
played over 350
internationals. Williamson
has played 100 Tests, 165 ODI
caps and 93 T20I caps. He
also led New Zealand in 40
Tests, 91 ODIs and 75 T20Is.
New Zealand reached three
finals with Williamson in the
side -- the 2015 and 2019 ODI
World Cups, the 2021 T20
World Cup and the inaugural
World Test Championship
final, which they won.
Williamson led the Black
Caps in three of those four
tournaments.
Pacer Lockie Ferguson, who
has played a Test, 65 ODIs
and 42 T20Is, has also
indicated that he won't accept
a central contract offer. He
had become only the second
bowler and first in T20 World
Cups to bowl four maidens in
a men's T20I when he
returned with figures of 4-4-
0-3 against Papua New
Guinea.
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