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W hether indulging ingourmet cuisine foryour pets, celebratingtheir birthdays,pampering them
with grooming sessions or
participating in fun activities, there’s
something to enrich every
experience during a vacation with
furry members. There are a range of
pet-friendly hotels and resorts that
are more than happy to welcome you
and your loyal companion. 
From luxury resorts to cozy retreats,
these properties ensure complete
comfort and are a haven both for you
and your four-legged buddy.COMFORT MEETS LUXURY AT

PRESIDENT, MUMBAI - IHCL
SELEQIONSL ooking to celebrate your pet’s

birthday? Go for a Pawcation at
President, Mumbai - IHCL

SeleQions.“We have curated a well thought out
pet-friendly vacation concept known
as Pawcations,” says Afzal Khan,
General Manager. “We understand
that pets are cherished members of
the family, and we strive to create a
comfortable and enriching
environment for them during their
stay. Hence we provide pet-friendly
amenities like plush pet beds and
bedding, engaging toys, and a
gourmet pet menu crafted by our
culinary experts.”Embracing a pet-friendly policy, the

hotel team makes sure the guests’
comfort is enhanced by offering the
services of on-call pet caretakers, as
per specific requirements. Moreover,
if there is any health related issue,
there is a specialist veterinarian on
call. Not to forget pet grooming
services with prior appointments,
exclusive pet toiletries, and
designated pet-friendly zones. 
“We not only organize elaborate
party with delightful high tea and
fun outdoor activities for furry
birthday boys and girls but also
make sure the service is professional
with warmth and care. Our team
undergoes regular comprehensive
training programs to understand
animal behavior, hygiene protocols,
and proper handling procedures. We
also invite external pet trainers and
behaviorists to train our staff
regularly, ensuring they are well-
equipped to interact with pets and
provide top-notch service. Hence, we
take great pride in being a pet-
friendly destination,” concludes
Khan with a smile. 

PAMPERING PETS AT ‘OUR
NATIVE VILLAGE ECO RESORT’,
BENGALURUA t ‘Our Native Village EcoResort,’ nestled in the serene

village of Hesaraghatta, guests
can indulge in a memorable vacay
with the joy of bonding with their
beloved pets amidst nature’s
embrace.“Whether exploring our sprawling

grounds or immersing yourself in
our cultural experiences, every
moment promises a harmonious
blend of luxury, responsible tourism
and eco-conscious living, adhering
to our pet-friendly policy,” tells
Antharaj A, The Operations
Manager. He adds, “We get repeat guests who

have enjoyed their staycation in
seamless harmony with their furry
companions. As a proud pet-friendly
establishment, the retreat provides
essential amenities, including a
variety of dog foods, water bowls,
leashes, floor mats, and cozy
blankets. The sprawling grounds
offer ample space for pets to roam
freely amidst lush lawns and village
paths, perfect for leisurely strolls and
bonding moments.”Designed with meticulous care, the

dedicated pet bathing area combines
comfort with rustic charm, ensuring
a refreshing bath experience for
furry companions. Specially
prepared food ensures pets receive
nutritious meals, supporting the
commitment to sustainability by
minimizing environmental impact.
“Complete with all necessary
amenities, the resort’s natural charm

reflects our dedication to pampering
pets just as we do for our human
guests. While the guests rediscover
childhood joys playing village games
like gilli danda and kite flying, their
pets act as best cheerleaders!”
Antharaj says with a smile. DISCOVER PET-FRIENDLY

RETREAT AT MYSA ZINC
JOURNEY BY THE FERNP et parents looking to take a

break and hit the road with
their fur babies, look no further

than MYSA Zinc Journey by The
Fern, a premier resort located in
Nani Devati, Gujarat. Renowned for
its serene ambiance and top-notch
amenities, this resort stands out as a
haven for pet lovers, offering an
exceptional blend of comfort, luxury,
and pet-friendly hospitality.
Naveen Vaishnav, Squad Champion
at the Resort says, “Committed to
pampering four legged guests, at
MYSA Zinc Journey by The Fern,
pets are warmly welcomed and
cherished. Furthermore, the property
offers a range of facilities, making
this resort the ideal choice for
travellers with pets. The resort offers
24 elegantly designed rooms and
villas, each providing ample space
for you and your pets to relax.”
Spread across 9 acres within the

scenic Glade One Golf Resort, the
resort features beautifully landscaped
gardens and open spaces perfect for
the four legged to explore and enjoy.
For a leisurely stroll or a brisk walk,
the serene pathways and green
expanses offer a perfect retreat for
pets and their owners.

“At the resort we offer dedicated
services and facilities that include
comfortable bedding and special
dietary options for your furry
friends. Our chefs cook as per pets’
liking and specifications, we don’t
have printed menus as we believe in
curating for them. While your pets
enjoy the outdoors, you can indulge
in a variety of resort activities. From
the challenging 9-hole Gary Player-
designed golf course to rejuvenating
spa treatments and a sparkling
swimming pool, here is the unique
blend of luxury and pet-friendly
hospitality. Located just a short drive
from Ahmedabad, this resort
provides a tranquil retreat where you
and your pets can relax and
rejuvenate,” adds Vaishnav.BONDING IN A NURTURING

ENVIRONMENT N estled amidst the serenelandscapes of Taj Fort Aguada
Resort & Spa, Taj Holiday

Village Resort & Spa and The Yellow
House, lies a haven not just for
humans but also for their beloved
furry companions. Embracing the
bond between pets and their owners,
we proudly declare ourselves a pet-
friendly resort, where wagging tails
and happy barks are as much a part
of the atmosphere as the rustling of
leaves and gentle lapping of waves.
“As the pet’s comfort is paramount,
we provide cozy & comfortable
beddings to ensure their good night’s
sleep. Offering a range of soothing
amenities such as gentle shampoo,
conditioner, and nourishing paw and
nose butter - these products are
carefully chosen to keep your pet
looking and feeling their best
throughout their stay. Beyond
physical comfort, we cultivate a
nurturing environment where every
aspect of your pet’s experience is
thoughtfully considered. Our
dedicated staff is trained to provide
attentive care and ensure that all pets
receive personalized attention and
affection, says Sanchita Banerjee
Rodrigues, MarCom for North Goa
Resorts.Fitness is of utmost importance.

Whether it’s a leisurely morning walk
or an evening romp under the setting
sun, the scenic surroundings provide
the perfect backdrop for the pets to
stay active and happy.“Understanding that pets thrive

when they can engage in physical
activities, we offer a variety of
opportunities for them to stay active
and happy amidst our scenic

surroundings. Whether it’s a leisurely
morning walk along our lush trails
or an energetic romp during the
enchanting sunset hours, every
moment outdoors is tailored to keep
pets healthy and stimulated.
Providing designated areas where
they can engage in interactive play
and socialize with other furry
companions under the watchful eye
of our attentive staff. These
supervised activities not only keep
pets physically fit but also mentally
stimulated, ensuring a well-rounded
experience during their stay.”
When it comes to pets’ dining, Chef
Nishant Diwakar Executive Sous
Chef of Taj Fort Aguada being a pet
parent himself takes keen interest in
designing and planning of the pet
menus of Taj North Goa Resorts. He
firmly believes as important a
balanced diet is to us humans, our
furry friends require the same
amount of attention. We provide
specially curated menu for them to
get the perfect amount of nutrient &
a tasty treat. From dishes made with
bacon & chicken bones to drool over
to waffles made of yoghurt, banana
& pumpkin. The team goes beyond
basic sustenance to provide culinary
experiences that enhance their stay
and contribute to their overall
enjoyment.

A PERFECT GETAWAY WITH
PETS!At Bengaluru Marriott Hotel

Whitefield, there are special pet
fiestas and brunches that create
memorable moments for pets and
owners alike. For long-staying guests,
there is a unique touch of
companionship-a small fish in a pot
to keep them company. “At our hotel,
we pride ourselves on providing an
immersive experience with cozy
beds, engaging toys, andmeticulously sanitized play areas,

creating a haven for our four-legged
guests,” tells Anjali Naik, Director of
Sales and Marketing.She adds, “Pets have access to our

dining outlets and lush lawns, where
they can relax and play freely. Our
exclusive pet menu offers health-
centric, salt-free options for their
dining pleasure. Our commitment to
creating a pet-friendly environment
goes beyond mere accommodation,
offering a truly immersive and
delightful experience for both you
and your beloved companion.”

—Sharmila Chand is an author and
independent journalist who writes onTravel, Food and Lifestyle
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The Janata Dal (U), a major
partner in the NDA

Government at the Centre, on
Saturday urged the Central
Government to consider
either special category status
or a special package for Bihar
underlining the party's
important role in the
formation of the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi-led
Government.
The party's national executive
meeting held in the national
Capital flagged price rise and
unemployment as "burning
issues", as its political
resolution expressed the
confidence that the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
Government would take more
effective steps to handle them.
In the meeting chaired by JD
(U) president and Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar, the
party appointed Rajya Sabha
MP Sanjay Kumar Jha as its
working president since he
enjoys good rapport with the
BJP leadership and is
considered to be very good at
crisis management. 
Meanwhile, Congress took
the opportunity to ask JD (U)
to pass a Cabinet resolution
for the special status in Bihar
where it's in alliance with the
BJP and simultaneously
hoped that another major
partner of NDA, TDP, too
would gather courage to press
demand for a special package.

JD (U) was part of Congress-
led INDIA Bloc before the
Lok Sabha polls while TDP
was looking for a Third Front
until it joined hands with BJP.
The JD (U) resolution called
for extensive probe into paper
leak cases to ensure stringent
action against the guilty and
maintain the credibility of
central competitive exams.
"There is also a need for
Parliament to enact a strong
law against leaks of
examination papers," it
added.
The JD (U)'s decision to
include a special package as
an alternative to its historical
push for special category
status for Bihar marked a
pragmatic climbdown as the
Modi Government had cited
the 14th Finance
Commission's report to rule
out special category status for
any more states.

Kumar's decision to appoint
his confidant Jha as the
party's working president, a
position not held by anyone,
gives ample hint of his
inclination to maintain
better coordination with the
BJP and drive a helpful
bargain as Jha has good ties
with the party's national
leadership.
A former Minister in Bihar,
Jha was originally in the BJP
and served as its link with
Kumar before crossing over
to the JD (U).
Seen as competent, likeable
and low-profiled, the
Mithilanchal leader has long
been a trusted aide of his
ageing mentor who has
burnt his fingers in the past
due to shifting loyalties of
his ostensibly reliable
colleagues, including former
JD(U) president RCP Singh,
now in the BJP.
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Two siblings, aged three
and eleven, kidnapped

from Laxmi Nagar on
Saturday by a man posing as a
parking attendant, were
rescued after a dramatic
three-hour car pursuit by the
Delhi Police, straight out of a
Bollywood thriller. The
daring rescue unfolded as
officers chased the suspect
across the city, ultimately
saving the children.
The suspect, who demanded a
staggering �50 lakh ransom
from the parents, had
abducted the children on

Friday night when they had
briefly left them in a vehicle
while they stepped into a
nearby confectionery shop.
Little did they know, their

errand would end up in the
abduction of their children.
According to police, the chase
involving around 20 police
vehicles culminated in the

kidnapper abandoning the car
with the children inside
before escaping. The vehicle
was eventually found
abandoned in the Samaypur
Badli area after a relentless
pursuit spanning
approximately 100 to 150
kilometres.
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (East) Apurva Gupta
reported receiving
information about the
kidnapping at 11:30 pm on
Friday. The children's father
informed the police that they
were sitting in the car in front
of Hira Sweets shop on Vikas
Marg in the Shakarpur area. 
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On an emotion-filled day,
India ended their years’

wait for a global trophy,
overcoming South Africa, who
chocked at the business end of
the match by seven runs to
emerge champions in the T20
World Cup here. 
It was India's second T20
World Cup victory after they
had won it in 2007 under the
legendary MS Dhoni in South
Africa, and first since winning
the Champions Trophy in
2013. 
Star batter Virat Kohli, who
was an upcoming cricketer 17

years ago, made his first fifty of
this tournament in the final —
a classy 76 off 59 balls with six
fours and two sixes that carried
India to a competitive 176 for
seven. 
Then the Indian bowlers, led
by Arshdeep Singh (2/20) and
Jasprit Bumrah (2/18), worked
their magic as they did
throughout this tournament,
limiting South Africa to 169
for eight to propel India to
their second T20 World Cup. 
There were pockets of fight
from the Proteas, who were
playing in their maiden World
Cup final. 
Heinrich Klaasen threatened

India with a 52 off 27 balls
(2x4, 5x6) but Hardik Pandya
(3/20) snatched the crucial
wicket to bring the game
decisively in favour of India. 
But a large chunk of the credit
should go to Kohli for
anchoring the innings and
pushing India to a fighting
total. 
He completed his fifty in 48
balls, but the knock was what
precisely India needed the
early dismissals of skipper
Rohit Sharma (9), Rishabh
Pant (0) and Suryakumar
Yadav (3), which had reduced
India to a worrying 34 for
three. 

However, Kohli had an able
partner in Axar Patel (47, 31
balls, 1x4, 6x4) during the
fourth wicket alliance that
produced precious 72 runs to
ease the early nerves. 
After the run-out of Axar, who
took on SA bowlers bravely,
another left-hander Shivam
Dube (27 off 16 balls, 3x4 1x6)
gave some late steam to Indian
innings. 
Brief scores: India: 176/7 in 20
overs (Virat Kohli 76, Axar
Patel 47; Keshav Maharaj 2/23)
beat South Africa: 169/8 in 20
overs (Henirich Klaasen 52,
Jasprit Bumrah 2/18, Arshdeep
Singh 2/20) by 7 runs.

Delhi siblings rescued Bollywood style

Fresh dates
for UGC NET
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AJunior Commissioned
Officer (JCO) and four

other soldiers returning from
a military training exercise
were reportedly swept away
by a flash flood while crossing
the Shyok river near the Line
of Actual Control (LAC) in
the Nyoma-Chushul area of
Ladakh early Saturday
morning.
The soldiers, belonging to the
field artillery unit, were
crossing the river bed in a T-
72 Tank at the time of the
incident. 
Due to the sudden rise in
water levels, the soldiers
could not move out of the
tank which was stuck in the
river bed and were swept
away by strong currents.
Rescue teams were rushed to
the location but they failed to
save them.
The soldiers who sacrificed
their lives in the line of duty
have been identified as Ris
MR K Reddy, Dfr Bhupender
Negi, LD Ekeidaung Teibam,
Hav Subhan Khan (6255 Fd
workshop) and Cfn S
Nagraju.
In a post on X, Fire and Fury
Corps said, "GOC Fire and
Fury Corps and All Ranks
salute the Bravehearts who
made supreme sacrifice, in
the line of duty in Ladakh on
29 Jun 24 and offer deep
condolences to the bereaved
families in this hour of grief.”
"Rescue teams rushed to the
location but due to high water
level and strong currents the
rescue mission didn't succeed
and the tank crew lost their

lives. The Indian Army
regrets the loss of five brave
personnel while being
operationally deployed in
eastern Ladakh. Rescue
operations are still underway,"
the post explained.
Earlier, on August 19, 2023, a
JCO, along with eight other
soldiers, lost their lives when
an Army truck they were
travelling in veered off the
road and plunged into a deep
gorge near Kiari in Leh
district.
Since the May 2020 stand-off
between the Indian and
Chinese troops several
soldiers of the Indian Army
have sacrificed their lives
during operational duties in
the region. 
Even as the two sides
completed disengagement
from several areas following
extensive diplomatic and

military parleys, the stand-off
continues in the cold desert
region. 
Meanwhile, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh expressed grief
over the unfortunate
accident.
In a post on X, the Defence
Minister said, "Deeply
saddened at the loss of lives of
five of our brave soldiers in an
unfortunate accident while
getting the tank across a river
in Ladakh. We will never
forget the exemplary services
of our gallant soldiers to the
nation. My heartfelt
condolences to the bereaved
families. The nation stands
firm with them during this
hour of grief."
Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge said he
was deeply distressed by the
news of the accident and the
loss of lives.
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Abrief exchange of fire was
reported along the Line of

Control (LoC) in Jammu and
Kashmir's Poonch district,
official sources said on
Saturday.
The firing from across the
border was reported on a
forward Indian post in Krishna
Ghati sector late Friday night,
prompting retaliation by the
Army troops guarding the LoC,
the sources said. They said
there was no casualty in the
firing, which lasted for a brief
period. The vigil was
intensified to ensure that there
is no infiltration by terrorists.

Exchange of fire
reported along LoC 
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Amid a raging row over
alleged irregularities in

the conduct of competitive
exams, the National Testing
Agency (NTA) has released
fresh dates for cancelled and
postponed examinations,
announcing the UGC-NET
will now be held from August
21-September 4. 
The University Grants
C o m m i s s i o n – N a t i o n a l
Eligibility Test (UGC-NET)
was cancelled a day after
being conducted on June 18
as the Education Ministry
received inputs that the
integrity of the exam was
compromised. Union
Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan said
the question paper was
leaked on the darknet and
circulated on the Telegram
app. The matter is being
probed by the CBI. 
The UGC-NET is a test to
determine the eligibility for
the award of Junior
Research Fellowship, for
appointment of assistant
professors and admission to
PhD courses.

&	���'�����	����
����!	�	(��������
�	��$�����)
��!��
�*		+��,	����!-
.������.��	�"	
���	�
�	����
�	����
������
�#�!-	�����'�����
���
�����������.�!	���	.�#������
����
����
	�.
���������	�'����	��
�&/0�1���������
�����!��!-	�����!��(	�#		��'���������$�����)
��!������	�
�������2"�����������	��#�.����(���
.����$�������� %&'

INDIA LIFTS DREAM WORLD CUP



CHANDIGARH | SUNDAY | JUNE 30, 2024 02

Although every possible care and caution has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is being sold on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or binding in any way on the writers, editors, 

publishers, and printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication or not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Delhi/New Delhi 

only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before responding to any contents published in this newspaper. The printer, publisher, editor and any employee of the Pioneer Group’s will not be held responsible 

for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products & services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisements

Printed and published by Amitabh Shukla for and on behalf of CMYK Printech Ltd., Published at Beaute Espace Publications Private Limited, SCO 61, 1st Floor, Dakshin Marg, Sector 20-C, Chandigarh- 160020, Tel. No. 0172-4603847 and Printed at Impressions Printing and Packaging Ltd. Plot No. 22 & 49. Phase-II, 

Industrial Area, Panchkula, Haryana. Editor-in-Chief Shobori Ganguli, Senior Resident Editor: Amitabh Shukla, AIR SURCHARGE of Re.1.00 East: Calcutta, Ranchi, Bhubaneswar, North: Leh West: Mumbai & Ahmedabad South: Bangalore & Chennai. Central : Khajuraho, Delhi Office: 100k Milap Bhawan, 8/A Bahadur 

Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi-110 002, Phone: 011-40110455, Corporate Office:- 201-205, 208-210, 2nd Floor, Pratap Bhawan 5, B.S.Z. Marg, New Delhi-110002 Phone: 011-69342500, Lucknow Office: 4th Floor, Sahara Shopping Centre, Faizabad Road, Lucknow-226 016. Telephones: 0522-2346443-45 

I, Shish Pal S/o Ramesh 

Kumar R/o Village-Kharwan, 

Distt.Yamunanagar (Haryana) 

declare that have lost my original 

passport no.V4138570, Dated:-

05-11-2021. Lost on 22-06-2023. 

Which Police Complaint 

No.132400352400316. If anybody 

found please send on above 

address. 

I, Kanwar Sain S/o Suraj 

Bhan R/o# 1336 Sector 38, west 

Dadu Majra, Chandigarh 

Presently Residing at # 2348 

Immortal City, Village Harlalpur, 

Jhungian road, sector- 124, SAS 

Nagar Mohali Punjab  my son  Atit 

and his wife Parul is out of my 

control. I disown them from my 

movable immovable properties. 

Anybody dealing with them at 

His/Her own risk. 

I, Charanjeet Kaur W/o late 

Gurnam Singh R/o House 

no.1336/1, Morigate, Mani Majra 

(UT) debarred my son Jaswinder 

Singh who is out of my control 

from all my moveable and 

immovable properties. 

I, Hargyan Chaudhary s/o  

Shubhram r/o Village Ghuskani, 

Tehsil & District Bhiwani declare 

that my son Adesh Chaudhary & 

my daughter in law K.M Rekha 

both are out of my control. So I 

disinherit them from my all 

movable and immovable 

properties. If anybody deals with 

them in any manner, they will deal 

on his own responsibility. 

I Anil Kumar  S/o Late  

Harphool Singh  R/o # 201, PEC, 

Sector 12, Chandigarh, My  son 

Himanshu is out of my control. I 

disowned my movable immovable 

properties. In the future any type 

anybody deals with him. they will 

be self responsible. 

I, Meena Rani W/o Late 

Mohan Lal R/o House No. 127, 

Govind Vihar, Baltana Zirakpur 

SAS Nagar Punjab declare that 

my daughter Payal Mittal is out of 

my control. So I disown him from 

all our moveable/immoveable 

properties. If anybody deals with 

her they will do their own 

risk/responsibility. 

I, Gurmail Singh S/o Babu 

Singh, Village Nabha, P.O 

Dayalpur Sodhian, District SAS 

Nagar (Mohali), declare that my 

wife Gurmail Kaur, son Gurdeep 

Singh, daughter-in-law Narinder 

Kaur and daughters Ravinder 

Kaur, Gurmeet Kaur, Rajinder 

Kaur, Kulveer Kaur, are beyond 

my control, I disown them from all 

my movable/ immovable property, 

Anybody deals them at own risk/ 

responsibility, I shall not be 

responsible.   

I, Sarwan Singh s/o Dalbir 

Singh r/o Village Kohlian PO 

Narot Jaimal Singh Distt 

Pathankot 145027 declare that in 

my Army Service record, name of 

my daughter wrongly entered as 

Manpreet Kour. Her correct name 

is Manpreet Kaur. Concerned 

note. 

I, Thankamani N K legally 

mother of No. JC-314568H Rank 

Nb/Sub  Name Jeeshkumar NK  

Unit 4 Engr Regt. C/o 56 APO 

Bathinda Cantt. (Punjab) 

permanent resident of 

Nadukandy, Karumba Poyil, 

Naduvannur P O, VTC : 

Naduvannur, PO : Naduvannur, 

Distt Kozhikode, State Kerala-

673614 declare That I have 

changed my name from 

Thankamony to Thankamani N K 

and DOB from 01.07.1960 to 

16.02.1962 vide Affidavit date 

29.06.2024 

I, Thressyamma legally 

mother of No. 15331639F Rank 

HAV Name Jijo M R Unit 4 Engr 

Regt. C/o 56 APO Bathinda Cantt. 

(Punjab) permanent resident of 

Mundappurath House, Karimkutty, 

Karimkutty Post, Kottathara, Distt 

Wayanad State Kerala-673121 

declare That I have changed my 

name from Thressimma to 

Thressyamma and DOB from 

05.05.1964 to 01.01.1961 vide 

Affidavit date 29.06.2024 

I, Sulochana K legally 

mother of No. JC-315203A Rank 

Nb/Sub Name Santhosh K   Unit 

4 Engr Regt. C/o 56 APO 

Bathinda Cantt. (Punjab) 

permanent resident of 

Radhakrishna Nivas, 

Nagarippuram P O Mannur, Distt 

Palakkad State Kerala-678642 

declare That I have changed my 

name from Sulochana to 

Sulochana K and DOB from 

01.07.1954 to 01.01.1954 vide 

Affidavit date 29.06.2024 

I, Chandan Sarma legally 

father of No. 15333256N Rank 

HAV Name Uttam Sharma Unit 4 

Engr Regt. C/o 56 APO Bathinda 

Cantt. (Punjab) permanent 

resident of Vill. Rajargaon, 

Patharkandi, Distt. Karimganj 

State Assam-788724 declare That 

I have changed my name from 

Chandan Sharma to Chandan 

Sarma and DOB from 01.07.1953 

to 01.07.1951 vide Affidavit date 

29.06.2024 

I, Sandhya Rani Sarma 

legally mother of No. 15333256N 

Rank HAV Name Uttam Sharma    

Unit 4 Engr Regt. C/o 56 APO 

Bathinda Cantt. (Punjab) 

permanent resident of Vill. 

Rajargaon, Patharkandi, Distt. 

Karimganj State Assam-788724 

declare That I have changed my 

name from Shaday Rane Sharma 

to Sandhya Rani Sarma and DOB 

from 01.07.1958 to 01.03.1957 

vide Affidavit date 29.06.2024 

I, Arvind Kumar S/o Harish 

Chander R/o H.No 191/19 New 

Ramgarh, Near Govt. College 

Hoshiarpur Punjab declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Arvind Kumar to Arvind Kumar 

Bindra. Concerned note.  

म�, अ�जना पु�ी �ी अजीत िनवासी 

उमरा तहसील हांसी िजला िहसार �ान 

करती � िक मेरे िपता भारतीय सेना से 

�रटायर हो चुके है मेरे िपताजी के आम! 

�रकाड# म$ मेरा नाम िम. अंजना देवी दज# 

है ओर मेरी ज' ितिथ 6.11.1999 दज# 

है जो िक गलत है। मेरा सही नाम अजंना 

ओर मेरी ज' ितिथ 8.3.1998 है। अतः 

मेरे िपता के आम! �रकाड# म$ मेरा नाम 

अंजना व मेरी ज' ितिथ 8.3.1998 दज# 

करवाना चाहती � िजसिक िज,ेवारी 

मेरी है। 

I, Pinki W/o Kulwant Singh 

R/o Nai Abadi, Pandori Rukman, 

PO Piplanwala, Distt. Hoshiarpur, 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Pinki to Pinki Mahi. 

Concerned note. 

I, Ajay S/o Jitender Singh R/o 

VPO Mirzapur Kheri, Gohana, 

Sonipat declare that in my 10th 

marksheet my father’s name 

written as Jitender. My father’s 

correct name is Jitender Singh. 

I, Rishita D/o Ajay Kaushik 

R/o H.No. 1184, Sector-14, 

Sonipat, Haryana have changed 

my name to Rishita Kaushik for all 

future purposes.   

I, No. 4484127X Sep 

Ravinder Singh (Retd.) S/o Sh. 

Rajender Singh R/o V.P.O. 

Mandwal, Tehsil Rajond District 

Kaithal declare that in my service 

record my wife's name & D.O.B. is 

wrongly written as Lakhwinder 

Kaur instead of Lakhvinder Kaur 

and D.O.B. 01.08.1990 instead of 

01.07.1990. Note all concerns.  

I, Sachin Sharma S/o Sh. Jai 

Parkash, R/o H.No. 124/3, 

Mahadev Mohalla, Thanesar, 

Tehsil Thanesar, Distt Kurukshetra 

have changed the name of my 

Son from Madhav to Madhav 

Sharma. 

I, Sachin Sharma S/o Sh. Jai 

Parkash, R/o H.No. 124/3, 

Mahadev Mohalla, Thanesar, 

Tehsil Thanesar, Distt Kurukshetra 

have changed the name of my 

daughter from Harshil to Harshil 

Sharma. 

I, Salam Khatoon Mother Of 

Ali Shah Resident Of Vill-Sumoor, 

Po-Sumoor, Teh Nubra, Police 

Station-Diskit Nubra, Distleh, 

State-Ut Ladakh, Pin Code- 

194401, Have Change My Name 

From Salam Khatoon To Salam 

Khati Vide Affidavit Dated 27 Jun 

2024 Before Notary Public CJM 

Court Leh Ut Ladakh. 

I, Ashok Kumar S/o Sh. 

Lallan Singh R/o House No. 1181-

B, Sector 46-B, Chandigarh have 

changed my minor son name from 

Satyam Kumar to Sarvasv Singh. 

I, Tamanna Roy W/o Col. 

Gautam Roy R/o House No. 5811-

A, Sector 38-West Chandigarh 

inform that in my Pan card No 

AVKPC5532E my father name 

wrongly mentioned Maj. Gautam 

Chandel. My father Correct Name 

is Vasudev Jaswal. Vasudev 

Jaswal and V. Jaswal is the name 

of one and same person. 

I, Aarti Singh W/o Dr. 

Navpreet Singh R/o 177, Rani Ka 

Bagh, Amritsar (Pb) declare that I 

am changing my given name as 

Aarti and surname as Singh. 

Concerned note. 

I, Smt. Kuldip Kaur W/o No. 

3372062X Ex NK (TS) Ajit Singh 

R/o Vill. Khurdan PO Garhdiwala 

Tehsil Dasuya Distt. Hoshiarpur 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Kuldip Kaur to Kuldeep Kaur.  

I, Lakhwinder Singh S/o 

Baljeet Singh R/o Village Kala 

Khera P.O Kartarpur Distt. 

Jalandhar have changed my 

name to Singh Lakhwinder. 

Concerned Note. 

I, Rajbir Kaur W/o Mandheer 

Singh Uppal R/o Vill. Lamme, PO 

Sham Chaurasi (Rural) Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Punjab have changed 

my name from Rajbir Kaur Uppal 

to Rajbir Kaur. Concerned note.  

I, Parvesh Gupta S/o Gulab 

Chand Gupta R/o 1727/8 Vishnu 

Colony Tehsil Thanesar 

Kurukshetra has changed my 

name from Parvesh Gupta to 

Parvesh Kumar Gupta. 

I, Renu Gupta W/o Parvesh 

Kumar Gupta R/o 1727/8 Vishnu 

Colony Tehsil Thanesar 

Kurukshetra has changed my 

name from Renu Gupta to Renu 

Goel. 

I, Rajender S/o Dharamveer 

R/o Village Haripura Tehsil & 

District Fatehabad (Haryana) 

Declares that I have changed my 

Name from Rajender Kumar  to 

Rajender for all future purposes. 

In mine all documents my name 

mention is Rajender. 

I, Sushila Devi w/o 

Shambhoo Dayal r/o Nagarpur, 

ward No. 15, Kotri Luharwas, 

Sikar, Rajasthan -332709 have 

changed my name from Sushila to 

Sushila Devi for all future 

purposes. 

I, Neeru W/o Gurbachan 

Singh R/o Village Maddipur, Distt. 

Kurukshetra have changed my 

name to Neeru Rani. 

I, Neeru Kaushik W/o Rajiv 

Kaushik R/o Village Shahzadpur 

Majra Tehsil Naraingarh Distt 

Ambala affirm and declare as my 

10th DMC my name is mention as 

Neru Sharma and in other 

documents my name is mention 

Neeru kaushik. I have changed 

my name from Neru Sharma to 

Neeru Kaushik. I used my name in 

future as Neeru Kaushik. 

I Service No. 810901S Rank 

Ex-NC (E) POP No. 

0008/14/B/11187/2012 Madan Lal 

S/o Sh. Ram Swarup R/o H.No. 

485, Sec-A, Bala Ka Nagla, 

Ambala Cantt do hereby solemnly 

affirm & declare that in my service 

record my daughter’s name is 

mentioned as Monika Srivastava. 

I have changed my daughter’s 

name from Monika Srivastava to 

Tej Kiran Srivastava. All 

Concerned note. 

I, Raspal Singh S/o Daljit 

Singh R/o Vill. Kotli Jamiyat Singh, 

PO Thoba, Tehsil Ajnala, Distt. 

Amritsar, Punjab- 143102 have 

changed my name from Raspal 

Singh to Rashpal Singh. 

I, Ranjit Singh S/o Gurdip 

Singh R/o Mattewal, Amritsar, 

Punjab- 143119 have changed 

my name from Ranjit Singh to 

Singh is my surname and Ranjit is 

my given name. 

I, Jaspal Singh S/o Dalbir 

Singh R/o SCF 32, Kabir Park, 

PO Khalsa College, Amritsar, 

Punjab- 143002 have changed 

my name from Jaspal Singh to 

Singh is my surname and Jaspal 

is my given name. 

I, Jatinder Singh S/o 

Gurdial Singh R/o Ajnala Road, 

Ajnala Bhakha Hari Singh, Distt. 

Amritsar, Punjab- 143102 have 

changed my name from Jatinder 

Singh to Singh is my surname 

and Jatinder is my given name. 

I, Anil Taneja S/O Sh. 

Shyam Sunder R/O H. No. 3, 

Krishna Nagar, Near Old Power 

House, Hisar Have Changed My 

Name From Anil Kumar S/O Sh. 

Sham Sunder To Anil Taneja S/O 

Sh. Shyam Sunder. In Future, I 

Shall Be Known As Anil Taneja 

S/O Shyam Sunder. 

I Mahinder Singh S/o Sh. 

Prem Singh Vill. Ram Nagar, P.O. 

Landi, Tehsil Shahabad (M.),  

Distt. Kurukshetra, do hereby 

solemnly affirm and declare that I 

have changed my name 

Mohinder Singh to Mahinder 

Singh. All Concerned please note.    

I, Hitherto Known As Jyoti 

Bangia  Alias Sakshi Jain D/O 

Atam Parkash Bangia W/O Rohit 

Jain R/O House No.1215, Huda, 

Sector- 12, Panipat, Haryana 

132103 Have Changed My Name 

And Shall Hereafter Be Known As  

Sakshi Jain. 

I, Himanshu Taneja S/O Sh. 

Hans Raj Taneja R/O H.No. 

37/24, Dev Nagar, Tehsil & Distt. 

Sonipat Declares That My Date 

Of Birth Is 06.12.1982 And I Have 

Changed My Name From Hemant 

Kumar Taneja To Himanshu 

Taneja. In Future I Should Be 

Known By The Name Himanshu 

Taneja.  

I Nishar S/O Basir Ahmed 

R/O 131 Anand Colony, Old 

Hamida, Yamunanagar.  That I 

Have Change My Name From 

Nishar To Nishar Ahmed . 

I Surinder Girdhar S/O Ved 

Parkash R/O H. No. 605 St. No. 

02 Guru Angad Nagar Sri Muktsar 

Sahib Have Changed My Name 

Surinder Kumar. 

I Gurvinder Singh Dandiwal 

S/O Bhajan Singh R/O Chotian 

Tehsil Gidderbaha Distt Sri 

Muktsar Sahib Have Changed My 

Name To Gurvinder Singh. 

I Vilash Chavan S/O Kishor 

Chawhan, Jawheri Line, 

Pensionpura, Salebad, Amaravati 

Maharashtra Have Changed My 

Name To Chauhan Vilas Kishor 

I Gurdev Kaur W/O Gurnam 

Singh Sran R/O Vpo Sunher, 

Tehsil Zira, Distt Ferozepur 

(152002) (Pb) India Changed My 

Name Gurdev Kaur To Gurdev 

Kour.  

I, Navpreet Singh S/o 

Gurdial Singh R/o Rudala, Raja 

Sansi PO Raja Sansi District 

Amritsar have changed my name 

Navpreet is my Given name and 

Singh is my Surname 

I, Amandeep W/o 

Prabhdeep Singh R/o 209/1, 

Amar Singh Chonk, Ghanupur, 

Chheharta Amritsar have 

changed my name from 

Amandeep to Amandeep Kaur 

I, Diksha Singla W/o Naval 

Kishore R/o H.No.428, 429, 

Golden City, Meera Kot Chowk, 

Air port Road, Amritsar have 

changed my name Diksha is my 

Given name and Singla is my 

Surname 

I, Balbeer Kaur W/o Late 

Nirvail Singh R/o Village Sidhwan 

Tehsil and District Tarn Taran 

have changed my name from 

Balbeer Kaur to Balbir Kaur 

I  Paramjit Arora S/o Om 

Parkash Resident of 3629/28, 

Gali No.2, Guru Ram Dass Nagar, 

Sultanwind Road, Amritsar. I have 

changed my name from Paramjit 

Arora to Paramjit Kumar. 

I, Gurcharan Singh Kathpal 

S/O Tirlok Singh  R/O H No 2/A 

130 Opp Govt High School 

Fazilka Have Changed My Name 

From Gurcharan Singh Kathpal  

To Gurcharan Singh 

I, Shivali Sharma W/O 

Dharamjit Kumar R/O  E-5/3063, 

purani lalmill, subash road, near 

railway station, chheharta, 

amritsar have changed my name 

from Shivali Sharma to Shivali 

I, Vikas S/o Om SinghR/o 

Village Manakpur Tehsil 

Sadhaura, District Yamunanagar, 

have changed my name Vikas to 

Vikas Singh. 

I, Avinash Garg S/o Roshan 

Lal R/o H.No. 975, Sector 5, 

Urban Estate, Kurukshetra, have 

changed my name from Avinash 

Garg to Avinash Kumar. 

I, Satpal S/o Sultan Singh 

R/o Ward No. 24, Amar Nagar, 

Chanarthal Colony, Thanesar, 

District Kurukshetra, have 

changed my name from Satpal to 

Satpal Singh. 

I, Sanjeev Kumar S/o Phool 

Singh R/o VPO Ghogripur District 

Karnal, have changed my name 

from Sanjev Kumar to Sanjeev 

Kumar. 

I, Manohar Lal Bunger S/o 

Sh. Puran Chand R/o House No. 

3744, Sector 22-D, Chandigarh 

have changed my name from 

Manohar Lal Bunger to Manohar 

Lal. 

I, Gautam Bunger S/o 

Manohar Lal R/o House No. 3744, 

Sector 22-D, Chandigarh have 

changed my name from  Gautam 

Bunger to Gautam. 

I Simrandeep Singh S/o 

Gurcharan Singh R/o Village 

Akhara PO Boparai, Teh. 

Bhogpur,  Jalandhar have 

changed my name from 

Simrandeep Singh to Simrandeep 

as my Given Name and Singh as 

my Surname. 

I, Anubha Sharma D/o 

Praveen R/o H. No. 369/2, Bari 

Mohalla, Patram Gate, Bhiwani 

have changed my name from 

Anubha to Anubha Sharma for all 

future purposes. 

I, Nitesh Kumar S/o Jaipal 

R/o Dhatrath Teh. Safidon Distt. 

Jind I have declare that my 

Mother Pinki & Pinki devi both 

name Same one person. My 

mother name Pinki alias Pinki 

devi. In future all purposes. 

I, Jaibir Singh Sangwan S/o 

Ram Saroop R/o Vill Sandwa, Teh 

Tosham Distt Bhiwani, declare 

that my name is recorded as Jaibir 

in my Aadhaar card, which is 

wrong. Whereas in other 

documents my name is Jaibir 

Singh Sangwan. Which is correct. 

Therefore, my name should be 

recorded as Jaibir Singh Sangwan 

in my Aadhaar card instead of 

Jaibir. 

I, Sarvjeet W/o Sinderpal 

Singh R/o Village Kheri Gulam Ali, 

Tehsil Siwan, Distt. Kaithal 

(Haryana) declares that I have 

changed my name from Sarvjeet 

to Sarbjit Kaur. 

I, Ravi Bhushan S/o Sh. 

Rameshwar Dass Monga R/o 

1013, Urban Estate-II, Hisar have 

changed my name from Ravi 

Bhushan to Ravi Bhushan Monga 

for all purpose. 

I, Robin S/o Manu Masih  

R/o Begowal, Kapurthala, Punjab- 

144621, I have changed my name 

to Robin Masih for future 

purposes. 

I, Karamjit Singh S/o 

Narinder Singh R/o VPO Baba 

Bakala, Near Khatrian Di Khui, 

Tehsil Baba Bakala, Distt. 

Amritsar, I have changed my 

name to Karamjit as given name 

and Singh as surname. 

I, Subham Kumar s/o Mam 

Chand r/o Ramnagar -112, Sub 

Tehsil Babain, Tehsil Ladwa, Distt. 

Kurukshetra have changed my 

name from Shubham Kumar to 

Subham Kumar. 

I, Kuldeep Singh s/o 

Kreshan r/o Village Agondh, Tehsil 

and Distt. Karnal, Haryana have 

Changed my name from Kuldeep 

to Kuldeep Singh. In future I 

should be known as Kuldeep 

Singh. 

I,  Chaudhary Ram S/o Lala 

Ram R/o Village Dohara PO 

Rajwari Tehsil Balh Distt Mandi 

H.P, have changed my name 

Chaudhary to Chaudhary Ram. 

I, Amit Gupta S/o Ram 

Kumar Gupta R/o Near Old 

Galicha Wali Gali, Bilaspur, Distt. 

Yamuna Nagar have changed my 

name from Amit Gupta to Amit 

Kumar Gupta. 

I, No. 13750855L Rank Ex 

Hav David Masih. R/O House No 

357, Mohalla Tellianwal, Aliwal 

Road, Po, Tehsil/Distt Gurdaspur-

143505. Declare That In My Army 

Records My Wife Name Shakina 

Kumari And Dob 02-02-1970 Is 

Wrong. But My Wife Name Is 

Sakina And Dob 01-12-1968 Is 

Correct. Vide Affidavit No. In-Pb 

29314245187090w Dated 27-06-

2024 Before Executive Magistrate 

Batala. 

I, Radhey Shyam s/o Telu 

Ram r/o #434, New Colony, 

Adarsh Nagar, Kurukshetra have 

changed my name from Radhe 

Shyam Garg to Radhey Shyam.  

I, Poonam Behl W/O Shiv 

Charan Dass R/O Professor 

Colony, Pehowa, Kurukshetra, 

Have Changed my Name 

Poonam Rani. 

I, Shiv Charan Behl S/O Om 

Parkash R/O Professor Colony, 

Pehowa, Kurukshetra, Have 

Changed my Name Shiv Charan 

Dass. 

I, Sukhvir Singh S/o Khayali 

Ram Vill Sarsa, Pehowa, 

Kurukshetra Have Changed My 

Name Sukhbir Singh . 

I, Gurmeet W/o Sukhbir 

Singh Vill Sarsa, Pehowa, 

Kurukshetra Have Changed My 

Name Gurmeet Kaur. 

I, Sukhdev Singh S/o Kulvir 

Singh Vill.Bolar Kalan, Patiala 

have changed My Given Name 

Sukhdev Surname Singh. 

I, Ajay S/o Dharm Chand 

Vill.Siana Saidan, Pehowa, 

Kurukshetra have Changed My 

Given Name Ajay Surname 

Kumar. 

I, Krishna S/o Bobby R/o 

House No. 148, Street No.2, New 

Anaj Mandi, Abchal Nagar, Patiala 

(Punjab) have changed my name 

from Krishna to Krishna Kumar. 

I, Harjeet Singh S/o Joginder 

Singh # 527, Hallomajra, 

Chandigarh have changed the 

name of my minor daughter from 

Sabreen to Sabreen Kaur. 

I, Harjeet Singh S/o Joginder 

Singh # 527, Hallomajra, 

Chandigarh have changed the 

name of my minor daughter from 

Seerat to Seerat Kaur. 

I, Jay Parkash Belwal S/o 

Mohan Lal Belwal, # 2379, Near 

Sanaatan Mandir, Sec 38 C, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name to Jay Prakash Belwal. 

I Reepudaman Kaushal Son 

Of Chander Shekhar Resident Of 

Moga Have Changed My Name To 

Ripu Daman Kaushal. 

I Pinki W/O Kewal Krishan 

R/O Dogar Basti St.No.-8R 

Faridkot Have Changed My Name 

To Pinky. 

I Roop Singh @ Rupinder 

Singh S/O Hargovind Singh R/O 

Kalanwali Distt. Sirsa (Haryana) 

Am One And The Same Person Of 

Above Both Names. 

I Surinder Kumar S/O Om 

Prakash Fouji R/O Palahi Road, L-

6, North Avenue, Phagwara, 

Kapurthala That My Father Was 

Known By Two Names Om 

Parkash & Om Prakash Fouji. 

I Ranjit Kaur W/O Taranjit 

Singh R/O Vpo. Dhanowali, 

District Jalandhar Punjab Declare 

That My Given Name As Ranjit 

And My Surname As Kaur. 

I Taranjit Singh S/O Mohar 

Singh R/O Vpo. Dhanowali, 

District Jalandhar Punjab Declare 

That My Given Name As Taranjit 

And My Surname As Singh.  

I, Manoj S/o Sh. Puran 

Chand R/o Gali No. 2 Near Shiv 

Chowk, Inderpuri Mohalla, Sirsa 

(Haryana). That I have changed 

my name from Manoj to Manoj 

Kumar , in future my name is to be 

called as Manoj Kumar. 

I, Madhaviben Hariyani 

spouse of No.15787723F Hav 

(Gunner) Hariyani Pradip Kumar 

resident of Village- Khantadi, Post- 

Bhinkada, Tehsil- Ghogha, District- 

Bhavnagar, State- Gujarat, Pin-

364060, have changed my name 

from Madhaviben Hariyani to 

Hariyani Madhaviben 

Pradipkumar Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB29999015472157W dated 28 

June 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Sunanda Siddappa 

Koppda spouse of No.14856064P 

NK/MT Siddappa F. K resident of 

Village- Haleyaragudri, Post- 

Avaradi, Tehsil- Gokak, District- 

Belagavi, State- Karnataka, Pin-

591310,  have changed my name 

from Sunanda Siddappa Koppda 

to  Sunanda Siddappa Koppad 

Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB30614520219313W dated 29 

June 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, No.18001386M L/NK 

Sarvesh Kumar Kushwaha of Unit 

424 (I) ENGRS SQN C/o 56 APO, 

In some of my service documents 

my mother's Name is recorded as 

Chhuni Devi And her Date of Birth 

is 20/12/1967 which is incorrect. 

Her correct name is Chhunni Devi 

and her correct Date of Birth is 

01/01/1966 as recorded on her 

Aadhaar Card No.376987578686 

Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB23927453837899W dated 10 

June 2024 before notary public. 

I, No.18001386M L/NK 

Sarvesh Kumar Kushwaha of Unit 

424 (I) ENGRS SQN C/o 56 APO, 

In some of my service documents 

my Father's Name is recorded as,  

Shri Pal  And his  Date of Birth is 

26/11/1962 which is incorrect. His  

correct name is Shri Pal 

Kushwaha and his  correct Date of 

Birth is 01/01/1958 as recorded on 

his  Aadhaar Card 

No.460901000607 Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB23957298741692W 

dated 10 June 2024 before notary 

public. 

I, No.JC-583688W NB/Sub 

Vijay Kumar resident of Village- 

Kalah, Post- Swankha, Tehsil- 

Ramgarh, District- Samba, State- 

Jammu & Kashmir, Pin-184120, 

have changed my Mother name 

from Bishno Devi to Vishno Devi 

Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB30565932381250W dated 29 

June 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot. 

I Archana Sah W/o Arun 

Kumar Sah R/o H.no. 58-B 

Chandroop Nagar Babyal Ambala 

Cantt Distt. Ambala that I have 

changed my name from Archna 

Arya to Archana Sah . Concerned 

note 

I Rajani is legally wife of 

Service No - JC858491N Rank-

Nayab Subedar Name 

Shaildenra Singh Bhadouriya, 

R/o H.No Resham mill, pragati 

Nagar behind the line no 01 

Birlanagar Gwalior PO-

Birlanagar, Tehsil-Gwalior 

Distt-Gwalior State-Madhya 

Pradesh Pin Code-474004 

declare that I have corrected 

my DOB from 10-12-1984 

(incorrect DOB in my husband 

service record) to 01-12-1984 

as per my Adhar Card No-

650782465146. 

I, Sushma Devi is legally 

Wedded Spouse of Army No-

18002564W Rank-Hav Name: 

Sripal Singh Presently Posted 

At Unit: 70 Engr Regt C/o 56 

APO Permanent Address: 

Papdi, Rikhnikhal, Juee, Distt-

Pauri Garhwal, 

State-Uttrakhand -246179 

Declare that i have changed 

My Name from Sushma Devi 

to Sushama Devi. Vide 

Affidavit No: 54AA 510244, 

Dated: 29/06/24

Classifieds

LOST AND FOUND

CHANGE OF NAME

PUBLIC NOTICE

BEDKHALI NOTICE

HIMACHAL PRADESH PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
e Web:- www.hppwd.gov.in  E mail:-  hp-kin@nic.in

Phone No:- 01786-226027   Fax:- 01786-226027.
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Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on Saturday

said that his government in the
state was following the footsteps
of Sher-E- Punjab Maharaja
Ranjit Singh to ensure the well-
being of every strata of society.

Addressing the gathering
during a state level function to
mark the death anniversary of
Maharaja, Mann said that
Maharaja Ranjit Singh was a great
emperor who practiced the ethos
of secularism and socialism in
right earnest as propagated by our
great Sikh gurus.  Mann said that
as an ardent Sikh, Maharaja
Ranjit Singh ensured dispensa-
tion of justice and the welfare of
all his subjects adding that he

even toured the state in disguise
during night to feel the pulse of
his subjects. He said that due to
his love and affection towards
people Maharaja Ranjit Singh
was a true monarch of masses.

Mann said that Sher-E-
Punjab Maharaja Ranjit Singh
was the founder of the Sikh
empire that vastly extended from
the Khyber Pass in the west, to
Kashmir in the north, to Sindh
in the south, and Tibet in the east.
He said that following the foot-
steps of Maharaja Ranjit Singh,
the state government has initiat-
ed a number of pro people
schemes for welfare of every stra-
ta of society. Bhagwant Singh
Mann said that every effort is
being made by the state govern-
ment to perpetuate the glorious
legacy of Maharaja Ranjit Singh.
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Union Home Minister,
Amit Shah proposed the

establishment of a training
institute at the Center of
Excellence for training and
laboratory testing facilities in
forensic science, which will be
set up on approximately 50
acres in Haryana. He said that
the central government will
make all arrangements for its
establishment.

Shah was speaking at the
MoU signing ceremony
between the Haryana govern-
ment and the National
Forensic Science University,
Gandhinagar, Gujarat, for the
establishment of the Center of
Excellence in forensic science
training and laboratory testing
facilities for Chinhit Apradh
cases in Panchkula.

After the MoU signing
ceremony, the Union Home
Minister suggested that the
Haryana Chief Minister, Nayab
Singh while planning for this
center, should pay attention
towards setting up a training
institute. Additionally, a hostel
should also be built so that
police officers and judicial
officers can be trained here, he
proposed.

He said that this Center of
Excellence will bring a radical
change in the criminal justice
system in Haryana in the com-
ing days. Not only that, this
center will also emerge as a
major training center for
Northern India.

Congratulating the people
of Haryana on this occasion,
Shah  said that the Haryana
government has decided to
scientifically enhance the crim-
inal justice system by partner-

ing with the National Forensic
Science University. He said
that the NFSU has currently
established its campuses in 9
states, and the central cabinet
has recently passed a propos-
al to expand its campuses to
about 16 states.

Speaking on this occasion,
Union Minister of Power,
Housing and Urban Affairs,
Manohar Lal said that the con-
ception of this center was envi-
sioned in Surajkund in 2022,
and today, through this MoU,
this vision is being realized. He
said that previously, there was
only one forensic science lab in
the state, but now four more are
operational. With the estab-
lishment of the National
Forensic Science University
campus here, victims will be
able to get justice swiftly, he
said.

Haryana Chief Minister,
Nayab Singh Saini said that the
establishment of this center
will greatly benefit the crimi-
nal justice system. Often, due
to the lack of resources, justice
is delayed, but with the new
technology, we will be able to
provide swift justice to the vic-
tims. During the Chintan
Shivir in Surajkund, the Union
Home Minister envisioned the
establishment of this campus,

which is now becoming a real-
ity. With the establishment of
the National Forensic Science
University, Haryana is taking
the lead, and it will benefit the
state, he said.
���������	
������
��
���������
������


���������������
���������
���

To facilitate and further
strengthen the development
of collaborative pursuits in the
fields of forensic and prosecu-
tion training, research and
testing of forensic samples, a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was
signed on Saturday between the
Haryana Government and the
National Forensic Science
University (NFSU),
Gandhinagar, Gujrat for estab-
lishment of a Center of
Excellence in Training and
Laboratory Testing Facilities in
Forensic Sciences dedicated
for identified crime cases.

The MoU signing cere-
mony was held in the presence
of Union Home Minister, Amit
Shah, Union Minister of Power,
Housing and Urban Affairs,
Manohar Lal, Chief Minister,
Nayab Singh Saini,  Speaker
Haryana Vidhan Sabha, Gian

Chand Gupta and other
Ministers and senior officers.

As envisaged under this
MOU, a state of the art, a
Center of Excellence in
Training and Laboratory
Testing Facilities in Forensic
Sciences will be established
and NFSU will guide the
research as well as testing of
forensic samples and also pro-
vide expert knowledge.

Under the aegis of the
Haryana Institute of Public
Administration, Training of
judicial officers, public prose-
cutors, police and other inves-
tigating agencies in forensic
analyses and other aspects of
criminal justice delivery will be
carried out in consultation
with NFSU.  This intervention
will further help the State of
Haryana achieve the ideals
envisaged under the Scheme of
“Chinhit Apradh” by which
the State Government aims to
identify serious and heinous
crimes and collect actionable
forensic evidence particularly
for crimes involving 6 or more
years of imprisonment and
ensure a speedy and effective
trial for such matters, thereby
enhancing the conviction rate
and improving the overall secu-
rity in the State.

The State Government has
already signed an MOU with
the NFSU for testing of drugs
and psychotropic substances
(under NDPS Act). This MOU
will further strengthen this
collaboration.  A proposal for
setting up of a regional campus
of National Forensic Science
University over land measuring
50 acres in Haryana has already
been sent by Haryana
Government to MHA for its
consideration.
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Punjab Police has busted two
more Pak-backed drug

smuggling rackets with the arrest
of six persons after recovering
8kg heroin and three pistols
from their possession, Director
General of Police (DGP) Gaurav
Yadav said on Saturday. Both the
intelligence-led operations were
executed by the Amritsar Rural
Police.

The development came a
day after the Amritsar
Commissionerate Police busted
two cross-border drug smug-
gling cartels being operated by
Pakistan-based smugglers with
the arrest of three drug traffick-
ers after recovering 9.2 Kg hero-
in from their possession.

DGP Yadav said that acting
on secret information about two
persons on their Hero Splendor
motorcycle are going to deliver
a drug consignment, Police
teams from Amritsar Rural man-
aged to locate and intercepted
them near Brick Kiln at village
Bachiwind.

After apprehending both
the drug smugglers identified as
Gurbhej Singh and Jaskaran
Singh, both residents of village
Manj in Amritsar, police teams
have recovered 6kg heroin and
three pistols— including one
9MM Glock and two .32 bore
pistols— from their possession
and also impounded their
motorcycle, he said.

In another intelligence-led
operation, Yadav said that the
Patrolling party teams of
Amritsar Rural Police has arrest-

ed father and son among four
persons while they were crack-
ing a deal of 2kg heroin con-
signment near village Nurpur in
the jurisdiction of Police Station
Lopoke.

The arrested persons, who
were delivering the drug con-
signment, have been identified as
Balbir Singh and his son
Aakashdeep Singh, both resi-
dents of Kohali in Amritsar.
While, other two arrested per-
sons, who were supposed to
receive the consignment, have
been identified as Philpus and
Jobanjit Singh, both residents of
village Mulechak in Amritsar.

Apart from recovering 2kg
heroin, Police teams have recov-
ered Rs 30000 drug money from
their possession and impound-
ed their Activa Scooter and a
motorcycle.

The DGP said that investi-
gations are ongoing to establish
backward and forward linkages
in both the cases.

SSP Amritsar Rural Satinder
Singh said that as per prelimi-
nary investigations, all the arrest-
ed accused persons in both the
cases were directly in touch
with Pakistan-based smugglers,
who were supplying drugs across
the state after smuggling from
Pakistan via Drones.

He said that further investi-
gations are being conducted to
unearth the whole network of
drug suppliers, dealers and their
buyers. Efforts are being made to
ascertain the total amount of nar-
cotics procured by the arrested
accused persons till date, said the
SSP.
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With a bitter power strug-
gle going on in the

Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
after its poor performance in
the Lok Sabha elections, the
Youth Akali Dal (SAD) on
Saturday reposed complete
faith in the leadership of
Sukhbir Singh Badal and said
he alone could give effective
leadership to the SAD at this
juncture.

The YAD also asserted in
one voice that there could
never be any compromise on
principles and appreciated the
SAD president for not com-
promising on the prestige of the
Khalsa Panth, Punjab and the
SAD. The YAD also appreciat-
ed Badal for refusing to align
with the BJP despite intense
pressure from a section of top
leadership of the party which
was keen on aligning with the

BJP by sacrificing the party’s
principles only to fulfill their
ulterior motives.

Speaking on the occasion,
Badal explained the entire
sequence of events of the last
more than two months in detail
to the YAD rank and file. “I
could have easily acquiesced to
an alliance with the BJP but I
refused the same because I was
being told to arrive at a seat set-
tlement without any discussion
on the core issues of Punjab
including the status of ‘Bandi
Singhs, farmers and the issues
like the State’s river waters and
State capital. I did so because I
could not betray the Panth,
farmers and Punjabis at any
cost”. He said despite such a
principled stand taken by him,
party leaders who were now
speaking against the party, had
reached out to the BJP indi-
vidually and even struck deals
with them. “I refused to hon-
our these deals as I don’t believe

in opportunistic politics. I am
committed to following the
ideals of the SAD and will con-
tinue to do so”, he added.

The SAD president lis-
tened to suggestions from the
YAD leadership including sug-
gestions that fresh blood be
infused in the party by giving
representation in electoral pol-
itics to youth. Badal said the
party was devising a pro-
gramme to give meaningful
responsibilities to the youth
wing and make it even stronger.

YAD president Sarabjit
Singh Jhinjher appealed to the
youth to defeat the conspiracies
to weaken the SAD by creating
divisions in the party by shun-
ning opportunistic elements.
He urged the youth to beware
of central agencies that were
being used to take control of
the religious affairs of the
Sikhs. The entire senior lead-
ership of the YAD was present
on the occasion.
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Himachal Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu

on Saturday said that the State
Government has announced
the Indira Gandhi Pyari Behna
Sukh-Samman Nidhi Yojana,
providing Rs. 1,500 per month
to women aged 18 and above
with an aim to uplift the socio-
economic condition of women
of the State thereby offering
them financial independence
and respect.

In a statement, he said that
under the scheme, the govern-
ment has already disbursed

Rs. 3.27 crore to 7,280 women
in Haroli of district Una.
Moreover, the scheme has
already been rolled out for
benefiting women across the
state. In Himachal Pradesh
48,000 women have been
receiving their first three-
month installment of Rs. 4,500
each. The government has allo-
cated a budget of Rs. 23 crore
for this initiative, ensuring that
all eligible women receive the
benefits they deserve. Similarly,
the scheme would soon be
started in all the other districts
of the state in a phased manner.

Sukhu said that this

scheme reflects the state gov-
ernment's dedication to
empowering women, ensur-
ing they can manage their
expenses independently and
lead their life with dignity. By
fulfilling its election promises,
the government is working
tirelessly to boost rural
economies and create a
stronger support system for
women, he remarked.

He said that the imple-
mentation of this scheme in
Lahaul and Una districts has
already shown positive results.
The financial assistance pro-
vided under this scheme is a

significant step towards gender
equality and women’s empow-
erment, enabling them to lead
more self-reliant and dignified
lives.

"Indira Gandhi Pyari
Behna Sukh-Samman Nidhi
Yojana stands as a testament to
the government’s efforts to
ensure that every family ben-
efits from this transformative
initiative," he said, adding  that
the government is also making
efforts to stabilize the state's
economy despite numerous
challenges, which not only
ensure women's welfare but
also cater to public service.
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Chandigarh: Union
Home Minister Amit Shah on
Saturday said the BJP will fight
the upcoming Haryana assem-
bly elections alone under the
leadership of Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini, and exud-
ed confidence the party will
come back to power with full
majority for its third consecu-
tive term.

Addressing BJP leaders and
workers during a meeting of
the party's extended state exec-
utive at Panchkula here, he said
they should have no doubt
that the BJP will have no tie-up
for the state polls which are due
before October this year.

The party does not need
any crutches, party sources
quoted Shah having said.

Under the guidance of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and the leadership of Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini, the
BJP will form the government
in Haryana for the third time
with full majority, Shah told the
workers.

The Haryana BJP posted
on X that the home minister
expressed gratitude to party
workers and said the people of

Haryana have made an impor-
tant contribution in making
Modi prime minister for a
third time. The media was not
allowed to cover the proceed-
ings of the meeting.

In March this year, the BJP
replaced Manohar Lal Khattar
with Nayab Singh Saini, an
OBC leader, as the chief min-
ister of Haryana.

BJP leader Kiran
Choudhary said that during his

address, Shah infused fresh
zeal and enthusiasm in party
workers.

Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan, who is
also the BJP's election in-
charge for Haryana, Chief
Minister Saini, party's co-
incharge Biplab Kumar Deb
and Union Minister Manohar
Lal Khattar were present dur-
ing the second session of the
meeting which took place in

the multipurpose hall of the
Tau Devi Lal stadium in
Panchkula.

Also among the attendees
were Rajya Sabha member
Subhash Barala, Lok Sabha
MPs Naveen Jindal and
Dharambir Singh, Haryana
Assembly Speaker Gian Chand
Gupta, and former MP
Kuldeep Bishnoi.

Senior leaders OP Dhankar,
Ram Bilas Sharma, ministers
Mool Chand Sharma, JP Dalal,
Kanwar Pal and Aseem Goel,
MLAs, and former ministers
including Anil Vij and other
leaders were also present.
Senior state-level BJP leaders,
office-bearers and around 4,500
party workers from all 90
assembly constituencies attend-
ed the meeting.

After the meeting, Shah
also met state unit office-bear-
ers. The party organised an
exhibition at the venue, high-
lighting the state government's
initiatives and schemes, includ-
ing the abolition of minimum
monthly charges for domestic
electricity consumers and pro-
viding minimum support
prices on 14 crops. (Agencies)
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The Punjab unit of AAP on
Saturday held a protest in

Jalandhar against the arrest of
party convener and Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal by the
CBI.

Several senior state party
leaders, including some ministers
and MLAs, slammed the Centre
over Kejriwal's arrest and
accused it of trapping him in
"false" cases. The protesters also
burnt the effigy of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, con-
demning the BJP-led govern-
ment at the Centre for putting
the Delhi chief minister behind
bars.

Carrying placards that read
"stop misuse of ED and CBI" and
"release Kejriwal", the AAP pro-
testers raised slogans against the
Union government at the protest
site in Jalandhar district.

Kejriwal was on Wednesday
arrested by the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) in the
Delhi government's excise poli-
cy case. He was earlier granted
bail by a trial court against a
money laundering case linked to
the alleged excise policy scam
being probed by the
Enforcement Directorate (ED).

A day after his arrest, the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) had
announced that it would hold a

nationwide protest on June 29.
Several ministers, including
Balbir Singh, Gurmeet Singh
Khuddian, Lal Chand
Kataruchak, Kuldeep Singh
Dhaliwal, and MP Gurmeet
Singh Meet Hayer and several
MLAs took part in the protest in
Jalandhar on Saturday.

AAP's candidate for
Jalandhar West assembly bypoll
Mohinder Bhagat was also pre-
sent.

Addressing a gathering of
protesters, minister Dhaliwal
slammed the BJP-led govern-
ment and alleged the voice of
democracy was being "sup-
pressed". He accused the BJP of
trapping the AAP national con-
vener in "false" cases. "What hap-
pened in the last few days had
never happened in the history of
the country," said Dhaliwal,
referring to Kejriwal's arrest by
the CBI and called it a "shame-
ful act". "You can keep Kejriwal

in jail but you cannot imprison
his thinking," he said.

Health Minister Balbir Singh
claimed Kejriwal was put behind
the bars despite the central agen-
cies not being able to find a
money trail and with no recov-
ery of money.  "He is the party
national convener and became
Delhi's chief minister with a big
mandate," Singh said while
strongly condemning the arrest.

Hayer, the newly elected
MP from Sangrur, questioned
the CBI action against Kejriwal,
saying he was arrested when a
trial court granted him bail in a
money laundering case linked to
the alleged excise policy scam
being probed by the ED.

Aam Aadmi Party Punjab's
working president Principal
Budh Ram attacked the
Bharatiya Janata Party and said
that BJP and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi have only one
motive that is to finish the Aam

Aadmi Party and Arvind
Kejriwal by any means. BJP is
afraid of Arvind Kejriwal's hon-
est politics. That is why CBI and
ED filed false cases against
Arvind Kejriwal and deliberate-
ly put him in jail, he alleged

Minister Lalchand
Kataruchak said that in the last
two years ED and CBI did not
find a single penny from AAP
leaders. The entire case is false
and fake. The Modi government
is harassing AAP leaders through
ED and CBI. The investigating
agencies do not have any evi-
dence against anyone. He said
that CBI's action against Arvind
Kejriwal is completely illegal
and unconstitutional. He should
be released as soon as possible.

AAP leaders also protested
in Chandigarh, police detained
protesters, stopped them from
going to the BJP office. In
Chandigarh too, Aam Aadmi
Party leaders protested against
the arrest of  Kejriwal by the CBI.
AAP leaders and workers who
were going to the BJP office for
the protest were stopped by the
Chandigarh Police and taken
into custody.

AAP Chandigarh unit
tweeted and criticized the BJP
central government for this and
said that the Modi government
is misusing the ED and CBI to
keep Kejriwal in jail, but all the
conspiracies of the BJP will fail
and truth will prevail.
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Chandigarh: Punjab achieved a milestone on June 29 by suc-
cessfully meeting its all-time highest ever peak demand of
16089 MW, surpassing the previous record of 15933 MW set
on June 19, this year. Punjab Power and Public Works Minister
Harbhajan Singh ETO said that this feat demonstrates the
state's robust power infrastructure and efficient management.
In a statement, the Power Minister stated, "Punjab has con-
sistently witnessed high peak demand during the second half
of June 2024, ranging from 15000 MW to 15800 MW, sig-
nificantly higher than the corresponding period last year."
On June 26, Punjab met its all-time highest ever power
demand of 3563 LUs in a single day, exceeding the previous
record of 3427 LUs set on September 9, 2023. The Power
Minister attributed this success to the proactive measures
taken by PSPCL, resulting in a 28% increase in power demand
met in June 2024 compared to the same period last year (7464
MUs till June 26, 2024, versus 5853 MUs till June 26, 2023).
Similarly, in May 2024, PSPCL supplied 7231 MUs, a 37%
increase from 5270 MUs in May 2023.
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Gurugram: A 25-year-old man was shot dead allegedly by
two bike-borne assailants dressed as food and grocery deliv-
ery agents in a village here, police said on Saturday. The inci-
dent took place around 9 pm on Friday when Anuj, who
worked as a bouncer, was in a market area in Gurugram dis-
trict's Ullahwas village, a senior police officer said. The the
bike-borne duo, dressed in uniforms of Zomato and Blinkit,
allegedly fired five bullets at Anuj and fled the spot, the offi-
cer said. The victim was taken to a hospital where doctors
declared him brought dead, the police said. Anuj was a res-
ident of Kadarpur village and worked as a bouncer with a
private liquor outlet, they said. An FIR has been registered
in the matter and efforts are underway to nab the accused,
the officer said.
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Chandigarh: Haryana Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare
Minister Kanwar Pal listened and resolved people's problems
at the ‘Samadhan Shivar’ held at the BJP District Office
Yamunagar. A total of 90 complaints were received at the
camp, out of which 75 were resolved on the spot, a statement
issued on Saturday said.  Kanwar Pal stated that the gov-
ernment is working with an "Antyodaya" spirit to uplift the
poorest and is providing the benefits of its schemes online.
Apart from Parivar Pehchan Patra at the camp, land regis-
tration, social security pension schemes, ration cards and dis-
tribution, electricity, water, etc. are resolved on the spot. He
directed the district officers to be present at the ‘Samadhan
Shivar’ and resolve people's complaints on priority.
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Chandigarh: Indira Gandhi National Open University
(IGNOU), Ministry of Education, Government of India,
Regional Center Karnal has recently launched a new MBA
programme in Healthcare and Hospital Management.
Regional Director, Dr. Dharam Pal said that this programme
aims to develop a pool of trained professionals who can be
employed in both private and government healthcare insti-
tutions, related organisations, and hospitals across the
country, including remote areas, to ensure quality healthcare.
He stated that the programme aims to identify and analyse
key issues in the effective management of national and inter-
national healthcare institutions. It also seeks to promote
national and global thinking and intercultural understand-
ing in the healthcare sector. Also, the goal is to communi-
cate effectively with all stakeholders for multidisciplinary team
management to achieve quality healthcare, social responsi-
bility, and ethics, and to adopt the latest technologies in hos-
pitals and healthcare, he added.
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To reduce the use of single-
use plastic items and pro-

mote sustainability, the
Municipal Corporation
Chandigarh has decided to start
imposing significant fines on
shopkeepers, traders, and citi-
zens found violating the single-
use plastic ban from July 1.
Straws, plastic bags, and dis-
posable cutlery have long been
identified as major contributors
to environmental degradation,
posing a significant threat to the
health of the planet. Under the
regulations, individuals who
violate the single-use plastic
ban will face hefty fines for their
first offense, with repeat offend-
ers subject to even harsher
penalties, including temporary
or permanent closure of their
businesses. To ensure compli-
ance, the MC has deployed a
team of inspectors who will
carry out regular checks across
various establishments, includ-
ing Apni Mandi,grocery stores
and other businesses that use or
sell single-use plastic items.
Anindita Mitra, MC
Commissioner, said that the
Corporation is committed to
building a cleaner and more sus-
tainable future for our residents.
The single-use plastic ban is a
crucial step towards achieving
this goal, and we strongly
encourage citizens to support
our efforts by bringing their
own cloth bags when they go
shopping.

,����������	
�����
�	������(�$�����#	�!��	��������,��	�����
�	�.�)����$������
%��!�-�������$�������3���������������������������������������������������������������������������	�
�



���
������	
� ��������	�
� �
���� � �
��

���
���� ��



��������	�
�
�
���� �
�
��
���
���� � 



!�	
"��#
��������	�
�
�
���� �
�
��

���
����

�*�����
���
�

The Uttar Pradesh
government will launch

an awareness campaign to
promote the Centre's 'PM
Surya Ghar Yojana' a rooftop
solar subsidy scheme in
Ayodhya, Varanasi, and
Gorakhpur.
The new initiative will add to
the state's ongoing
programmes and schemes to
boost generation and use of
solar energy.
The campaign will be based
on the Integrated Marketing
Communications (IMC)
module. In line with Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath's
vision, the Uttar Pradesh New
and Renewable Energy
Agency (UPNEDA) has
begun implementing the

action plan, according to an
official statement.
The state government has
allocated Rs 2 crore for the
two months long campaign
and started the process of
roping in an agency to
manage and execute the
initiative.
Initially, UPNEDA will run

the campaign in three major
cities, including Ayodhya,
Varanasi, and Gorakhpur, to
increase public awareness and
acceptance of the Pradhan
Mantri Surya Ghar Yojana
and boost the number of
beneficiaries under this
scheme, the statement said.
The promotional activities

will include displaying
banners, installing billboards
at strategic locations, setting
up booth camps, and
distributing pamphlets during
various events at universities,
colleges, and schools.
Besides, UPNEDA will also
use radio and newspaper
advertisements in Ayodhya,
Gorakhpur, and Varanasi.
Ayodhya and Varanasi are
already being developed as
solar cities, and this
comprehensive campaign will
now pave the way for
increased awareness and
promotion of solar energy in
Gorakhpur as well, the
statement said.
According to officials, a solar
city could fulfil at least 10 per
cent of its energy demand
through solar power.

UP to promote rooftop solar subsidy scheme
�*������������	

Realty firm MVN Aero
One has pre-leased 3

lakh square feet office space
to co-working operator
Spring House in its
upcoming project in
Gurugram.
The office space has been
given in the upcoming
project 'MVN Aero One
Mall' located in Sector-37 D,
Dwarka Expressway,
Gurugram, Haryana.
The company will develop
15 lakh square feet area over
the next 4 years in the first
phase of this mixed-use
project comprising retail and
workspaces.

"Today's workforce seeks
more than just a workspace;
they desire an environment
that inspires creativity,
enhances productivity, and

integrates seamlessly with
lifestyle amenities. By
integrating Spring House
Co-Working with our luxury
retail experience, we're
meeting this demand head-
on...," said Varun Sharma,
Founder and Managing
Director, MVN Aero One.
This concept not only
redefines the traditional
office space but also sets a
new standard for integrated,
upscale commercial
environments, he added. The
company expects an annual
rental income of Rs 40-45
crore from this 3 lakh square
feet area.The company,
which develops luxury
projects, is building a

housing project in
Bengaluru.According to real
estate consultant Vestian,
there are around 50 major
flexible space operators in
the country.The top 10
players hold more than 80
per cent of the total flexible
office space portfolio.
A Vestian report mentioned
that flexible office spaces
broadly include dedicated
desks, hot desking, co-
working spaces, and serviced
and managed office
spaces.While co-working
centres are at the most
flexible end of the spectrum,
managed offices would be at
the less flexible end, Vestian
noted.
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The services of a modern
common facility centre

developed at a special
economic zone (SEZ) here are
now being used by European
jewellers for quality testing,
an industry official said.
The Bharat Ratnam Mega
CFC (Common Facility
Centre) at the SEEPZ
(Santacruz Electronic Export
Processing Zone) SEZ in
Mumbai was inaugurated by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in January. The centre
has been operational since
March 15.
Ravi Menon, CEO, Mega
CFC, said that the CFC has
state-of-the-art machines and
technologies and it is helping
improve the output in terms
of quality, productivity and
yield of the finished jewellery
and further boosting gem and
jewellery exports.
"Besides Indian players using
this facility, now European
jewellers have also started
using the services of the CFC
for quality testing," Menon
said.
He said that a team of senior
officials of certain European
jewllery firms has visited the

centre earlier this month.
Their lab managers have also
visited the CFC, Menon
added.
SEEPZ accounts for 10.26 per
cent of total gem and
jewellery exports from India
and 85 per cent of studded
jewellery exports.
Colin Shah, Head - Working
Group, Bharat Ratnam Mega
CFC said that the centre
houses modern equipment,
including Asia's first 3D metal
printer, and smaller units can
use these machines at a
nominal fee which helps

simplify manufacturing and
boost productivity.
He said that the centre, set up
at a cost of Rs 93 crore, also
provides training to jewllery
makers besides having a
software centre and a tool
room.
Shah also said that a proper
system is there to protect
designs of jewellers.
He said: "We are not here to
make profits. This will help to
create more jobs in MSMEs
and it helps to make world
standard products and not
affected jobs.
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India's goods and services
exports are expected to

cross USD 800 billion this
fiscal despite global
challenges, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal said on Saturday.
In 2023-24, the shipments
stood at USD 778.2 billion
(goods USD 437.1 billion and
services USD 341 billion).
He said that the global
situation is serious as war is
still ongoing between
Ukraine-Russia and Israel-
Hamas, and the Red sea crisis.
The minister added that there
are also elections in some of
the major democracies like in
Europe.
"In such a situation it's a
positive sign that our exports
are growing (9 per cent
growth in May) and ...This
also reflects that the world
wants to do trade and
investments with India. We
are confident that this year we
will have over USD 800
billion exports and it will be a
historic record," Goyal told
reporters here.
He was here to participate in a
programme of gems and
jewellery exporters.

Goyal added that for the USD
800 billion exports, the
ministry is working on
specifics with Indian missions
abroad and export promotion
councils.
He added that last year the
current account deficit
(CAD) has also reduced...Our
exports will increase,
manufacturing will get a
boost
India recorded a current
account surplus of USD 5.7
billion or 0.6 per cent of GDP
in the March quarter. This is
the first time in ten quarters

that the crucial metric of the
country's external strength
has turned into surplus mode.
In the year-ago period, the
current account deficit stood
at USD 1.3 billion or 0.2 per
cent of GDP, and the same
was USD 8.7 billion or 1 per
cent of GDP in the preceding
quarter ending December
2023.
India's merchandise exports
rose by 9.1 per cent to USD
38.13 billion in May even as
the trade deficit widened to a
seven-month high of USD
23.78 billion during the

month, according to the latest
government data.
He added that focus on
electric vehicles will help in
reducing oil imports.
The ministry is also holding a
series of meetings with
plantation boards, including
spices, rubber, tobacco, tea
and coffee, to promote
exports especially those of
value added goods.
Further, he said that India has
taken up on priority the issue
of ban on imports of Russian-
origin unpolished diamonds
by the European Union (EU)
and G7 nations to protect the
interest of the domestic
diamond polishing industry.
"Our ministry and the gems
and jewellery export
promotion council are
continuously in touch with
the European Union and G7
nations," Goyal said, adding
in the last meeting, India took
up the matter strongly.
"Still we are in touch with
them to ensure that Indian
industry does not have an
impact," the minister said.
G7 countries — Canada,
France, Germany, Italy, Japan,
the UK, and the US — are
major markets for Indian
diamond exports.
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Government appointment
selection panel FSIB on

Saturday selected senior-
most managing director
Challa Sreenivasulu Setty
for the position of
Chairman of country's
largest lender State Bank of
India (SBI).
Setty, who was appointed
managing director in
January 2020, currently
looks after International
Banking, Global Markets
and Technology verticals.
He will succeed Dinesh
Kumar Khara, who will be
superannuating on August
28, when he turns 63, the
upper age limit for the
position of SBI Chairman.
Financial Services
Institutions Bureau (FSIB),
the headhunter for directors
of state-owned banks and
financial institutions,
interviewed three
candidates on June 29, 2024
for the position.
"Keeping in view their
performance in the
interface, their overall
experience and the extant
parameters, the Bureau
recommends Challa
Sreenivasulu Setty for the
position of Chairman in
SBI," FSIB said in a
statement.
As per the convention, the
chairman is appointed from
a pool of serving managing
directors of SBI. Usually,
senior-most managing
director becomes chairman
of the bank.
The final decision on FSIB
recommendation would be
taken by the Appointments
Committee of the Cabinet
headed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.
Setty, who also headed
various task
forces/committees formed
by the Government of India,
had earlier looked after the
retail and digital banking
portfolio of the bank.
A Bachelor of Science in
Agriculture and also, a
Certified Associate of
Indian Institute of Bankers,
he started his career with
SBI in 1988 as a
Probationary Officer.
Across a career spanning
over three decades, he has
rich experience in corporate
credit, retail, digital and
international banking and
banking in developed
markets.
Setty has held key
assignments in State Bank of
India, including Deputy
Managing Director -
Stressed Assets Resolution
Group, Chief General
Manager and General
Manager in Corporate
Accounts Group, Deputy
General Manager in
Commercial Branch, Indore
and VP & Head
(Syndications) in SBI, New
York Branch.
FSIB is headed by Bhanu
Pratap Sharma, former
secretary of Department of
Personnel and Training
(DoPT). 
The members of the
g o v e r n m e n t - a p p o i n t e d
selection panel are Financial
Services Secretary,
Department of Public
Enterprises Secretary and an
RBI Deputy Governor.
Other members of the
headhunter are Animesh
Chauhan, former chairman
and MD of erstwhile
Oriental Bank of
Commerce, RBI's ex-
executive director Deepak
Singhal, and others.

Setty to become new
chairman of SBI; FSIB
recommends him as
successor of Khara 
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The Gujarat government on
Saturday signed

memorandums of
understanding with software
giants IBM and Microsoft,
and the National Association
of Software and Service
Companies (NASSCOM) for
promoting the use of
Artificial Intelligence
technologies in the state. 
The MoUs were signed in the
presence of Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel, a
government release said. IBM
and the Department of
Science and Technology,
Government of Gujarat,
entered into an MoU to
establish and promote an "AI
Cluster" to foster innovation
and collaboration among
financial institutions at
Gujarat International Finance
Tec (GIFT) City, it said.
Microsoft and the
Department of Science and
Technology signed an MoU to
establish an Artificial
Intelligence Center of
Excellence in GIFT City. The

AI Center will focus on key
technologies such as machine
learning, cognitive services
and bot services. The
department also signed
another MoU with
NASSCOM to enhance AI
capabilities in the state. 
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has prioritized
futuristic technology to
propel India towards
becoming the world's third-
largest economy, chief
minister Patel said. "Our aim
is to keep Gujarat among the

top industrial states by
promoting futuristic
technology such as AI," he
said. "Gujarat has emerged as
a global gateway to the future.
In response to the growing
demand for skilled workforce
in emerging industries
leveraging advanced
technologies, the state
government has launched the
Up Skilling Industry Ready
Talent Program under the IT
and ITES policy," the CM
added. Sandeep Patel,
Managing Director of IBM

India-South Asia, said AI is a
"pivotal need of the hour" and
would be a driving force for
India's development. 
Through IBM's advanced AI
platform and cloud
infrastructure, fintech firms
in GIFT City can develop
actionable AI software,
bolstering their ability to
provide AI-driven digital
solutions across the banking,
financial services, and
insurance sectors.
Additionally, IBM will
collaborate on developing AI
curriculum for state schools
and universities, the release
said. This program has
invited expressions of interest
from universities and course
providers across the state to
participate in training youth
in deep technology. IBM,
NVidia, AWS, TCS, and L&T
Edutech have committed to
providing courses under this
initiative, the release added.
Additionally, four state
universities - GTU, IITRAM,
P.D.E.U and Ganpat
University - have joined as
aggregators, it said. 
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Abody of exporters has
written to Union

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal,
expressing concerns over the
extension of the Interest
Equalisation Scheme (IES)
for only two months and
exclusively for MSMEs.
Federation of Indian Export
Organisations (FIEO)
president Ashwani Kumar
highlighted that the scheme
has so far benefitted not
only MSMEs but also
merchant exporters and
large manufacturing
companies at a lower rate of
two per cent for 410 tariff
lines, covering labour-
intensive products.
The current scheme, valid
till June, provides pre and
post-shipment rupee export
credit, offers a two per cent
interest equalisation rate for
manufacturers and
merchant exporters dealing
with specified 410 export
items, and a higher rate of
three per cent for MSME
manufacturers exporting
under any of these items.

Kumar pointed out that the
exclusion of these categories
from the extended scheme
will severely impact labour-
intensive exports, which
have already been struggling
in recent years.
He urged the minister to
intervene and restore the
status quo, citing the export
sector's challenges,
including increased freight
rates, longer voyage times,
and rising interest rates.

Kumar warned that the
withdrawal of IES benefits
will blunt the competitive
edge of exporters and hinder
growth momentum.In
contrast to FIEO's demand
for an extension of the
scheme benefits at a higher
rate, the Directorate General
of Foreign Trade (DGFT)
restricted the benefits to
MSMEs and capped the total
outlay of the scheme at Rs
750 crore.
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Titan Company on Saturday
said it is launching its

jewellery brand Tanishq in
Bangladesh as part of
expansion plans in the
international market.
On Friday, the Tata Group-
managed firm signed a JV
agreement to this effect with
Rhythm Group which will
make Tanishq available across
the Bangladesh market,
according to a joint statement.
The joint venture will
commence with the opening
of the manufacturing facility
in Narayanganj, in
Bangladesh, it added.
Besides the domestic market,
Titan is expanding Tanishq's
presence in the international

market and operates 17 stores
across the UAE, US, Qatar,
Singapore and Oman.
Its watch business has a
presence in SAARC, MENA
(Middle East and North
Africa), Southeast Asian
regions. In the last few years, it
has focused on growing its

flagship jewellery brand
Tanishq overseas.
Rhythm Group is a prominent
entity in Bangladesh that was
established in 1972 to produce
desi textile fabrics and since
then it has expanded into
several verticals.
"Through this joint venture

Titan aims to combine
Tanishq's unparalleled
artisanship and brand legacy
with Rhythm Group's strong
market presence and local
expertise in Bangladesh, to
manufacture and sell jewellery
to discerning Bangladeshi
consumers," it said.
Titan Company MD C K
Venkataraman said: "Together,
we will leverage our combined
strengths to elevate the
jewellery industry in
Bangladesh and make
Bangladesh the hub for
making Tanishq Exquisite
Jewellery for the world,"
Titan Company is a joint
venture between Tata Group
and Tamil Nadu Industrial
Development Corporation
(TIDCO).
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Aplayer survey has revealed that
the T20 World Cup is closing the
gap in the race to become the

"most important" ICC event to players
around the world, marking a shift from
the dominance of the ODI World Cup.
According to a survey conducted by the
World Cricketers Association (WCA),
formerly FICA, an overwhelming 85
percent of players viewed the 50-over
World Cup as the most important in
2019, compared to 15 percent for the
T20 World Cup.
In 2024 however, those figures have
changed with 50 percent of the players
considering the ODI showpiece as the
most important and 35 percent
favouring its T20 equivalent. 
The ongoing edition of the T20 World
Cup, jointly hosted by the USA and
West Indies, will conclude with the title
clash between India and South Africa
in Barbados on Saturday. 
As per the survey done by the re-
branded body, for players under 26, the
inclination towards the T20 World Cup
rose significantly, with 41 percent
preferring it over the 50-over World
Cup at 49 percent in 2024.
Overall, there has been a sharp increase
in the popularity of the T20 format.

Compared to 2019 when 82 percent of
players picked Test cricket as the most
important format, it's only 48 percent
right now. As many as 30 percent of the
players picked T20 as the most
important format.
Players from India, Pakistan and
Afghanistan are among those who are
not represented by the WCA since they

are not unionised. 
Responses were sought from players of
other major cricket nations, including
Australia, England, New Zealand,
South Africa, Bangladesh and West
Indies. 
According to the WCA, the sample size
for this year's survey was around 330
professional players from 13 different

countries, with the majority of them
being current internationals. 
There is a higher proportion of female
respondents in 2024. 
In the current edition of the T20 World
Cup, the much-awaited clash between
arch-rivals India and Pakistan garnered
a staggering 256 million viewing hours
in India alone.
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Chris Gayle, the West Indies
batting great and T20

World Cup ambassador,
attributed the numerous low-
scoring games in the USA leg
of the tournament to "jet-
lagged and tired" pitches.
According to the ICC, drop-in
pitches were prepared in
Florida since late December,
employing proprietary
techniques honed over a
decade at Adelaide Oval in
Australia.
The drop-in pitches prepared
for the tournament were
transported from Florida to
New York in semi-trailer
trucks for installation at
Nassau County International
Cricket Stadium, which proved
to be one of the most difficult
wickets for batting during the
tournament. 
"It's been a low-scoring World
Cup without a doubt, and the
wicket is on the slower side
sometime. It's a batting
format... Going to give bowlers
edge from time to time,
bowlers pretty much in control
of T20 World Cup," Gayle said
during a press conference on
Friday.
The tournament will conclude
with the final between India
and South Africa at
Kensington Oval in Barbados.
"Barbados has been one of the
best for batting, hope batters
are going to get some runs
tomorrow. 
"We want to see better surface
but the wicket in States was a
bit jet-lagged as well, as we
know. It was tired, all that
travel from Australia, didn't get
time to recover properly. That's
why we had some low-scoring
games," Gayle added.
The development of the
pitches was undertaken by
Adelaide Oval Turf Solutions,

led by renowned Adelaide
Oval head curator Damian
Hough.
The drop-in square - the type
used around the world
including at Adelaide Oval and
Eden Park - was curated in
Florida and transported by
road to New York via a convoy
of more than 20 semi-trailer
trucks in April.
The matches in New York took
place at a state-of-the-art
34,000-seat modular stadium
located at Eisenhower Park in
Nassau County, east of
Manhattan. The former West
Indies captain lauded the ICC
for efforts to promote the game
in mainland America. 
"The ICC did a fantastic job,
the trophy tour, did well to
promote the game within the
US. They have taken the
trophy to the football games,
baseball games, they have done
a very good job from the
marketing point of view,"
Gayle said. 
Coming back to the big-ticket
title clash, Gayle said lead
pacer Jasprit Bumrah could
decide India's fate against
South Africa.
Inaugural edition winners
India and first-time finalists
South Africa will battle it out at

the Kensington Oval in their
bid to be crowned the world
champions in the game's
shortest format.
"India are going to be so hard
to beat. They bat so deep and
in Jasprit Bumrah, have a
world-class death bowler who
can break the hearts of the
opponents," Gayle wrote in a
column for the ICC. 
"In contrast, I picked South
Africa as a dark horse before
the tournament began, and it is
very special to see them finally
reach their first final after so
many semi-final upsets.
"Getting over the hump and
winning a World Cup is so
special and if they can do it, it
will create memories that will
last a lifetime for the players
and the nation." 
The final pits two undefeated
teams with India seeking to
reclaim the trophy they last
won in the 2007 edition, and
South Africa seeking to etch
their name on a senior World
Cup trophy for the first time.
Gayle found it tough to predict
a winner. 
"It is going to be so hard to call
- with two teams who have
played clean and aggressive
cricket throughout the
tournament," he said.
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India on Saturday recorded
the highest team total in

women's Test cricket, amassing
603 for six declared on day two
of the one-off match against
South Africa here.
Australia held the previous
record for the highest total --
575 for nine declared -- which
they posted against South
Africa in Perth this February. 

India surpassed that mark
when Richa Ghosh hammered
a four in the first ball of the
109th over bowled by Annerie
Dercksen.
Eventually, India declared at
603 for six in 115.1 over
following the dismissal of
Ghosh for 86.
Much of the credit for the feat
goes to Indian openers --
Shafali Verma (205) and Smriti
Mandhana (149) -- who shared
a stand of 292 -- the highest

opening partnership in
women's cricket. India were
also well served by Jemimah
Rodrigues (55) and skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur (69).
On Day 1, India had finished
on 525 for four, having posted
the highest-ever single-day
total in a Test match. They
broke the previous record held
by the Sri Lankan men's team -
- 509 for nine -- against
Bangladesh in Colombo in
2002.

T20 WORLD CUP ON COURSE TO BECOME MOST
IMPORTANT ICC EVENT, REVEALS PLAYER SURVEY

'������	!��������	
�9	"	���	������������#��	��&	
��!��!-	�

��������������� ��!"# $!��%&�'��$(� 
�%�
���!�)��#��&&�*��%*�����*�"�$+�� 

�*��� ������	

India's fastest rider Hemanth
Muddappa began his 2024

campaign on a positive note
with a double win at the
opening round of the MMSC-
FMSCI Indian National
Motorcycle Drag Racing
Championship at the Madras
International Circuit (MIC) at
Irungattukottai on Saturday.
Muddappa, who won the
National drag titles a record 12
times, continued his successful
association with team Mantra
Racing, and the combination
dished out another stellar
performance in the first round,
missing the triple by a whisker.
He started with a hard-fought
victory in 4-stroke 551 to
850cc Super Sport class
clocking a blistering 8.630
seconds to edge out
Hyderabad's Mohammed
Riyaz, who timed 8.675
seconds. Altaf Khan, also from
Hyderabad, came third.

The Bengaluru-based rider
then took the start for the 851
to 1050cc Super Sport final
run, but lost to Mumbai's
Anvay Patil by eight
hundredths of a second. 
Mantra Racing's Muddappa
clocked 8.294 seconds to Patil's
8.286. Muddappa's teammate
Sugan Prasad SP came third in
8.448s.
But Muddappa was in his
elements in the 4-stroke 1051
to 1650cc Super Sport class,
where he logged a quick 08.063
seconds to take his second
victory of the day. 
He beat Bengaluru's Mujahid
Pasha (8.103s) and Aymaan
Baig, who came third in 8.117s. 
Astride the Suzuki Hayabusa,
the reigning champion in the
Unrestricted class clocked
8.251 seconds for a tie with
city-mate Pasha, who also
clocked the same time but had
a lesser reaction time, that was
used to break the deadlock.
Alimon Saidalvi came third.
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Max Verstappen held off an
early attack by Lando

Norris before pulling away
from the two McLarens to
comfortably secure his third
sprint race victory of the year
Saturday at the Austrian
Grand Prix.
Verstappen finished 4.616 sec-
onds ahead of McLaren's
Oscar Piastri to make it three
wins out of three in sprint
races this season, with Norris
another 0.732 seconds back in
third.
Norris started second behind
Verstappen and stayed glued
to the Red Bull for the first few
laps, using his DRS to attack
the championships leader.

Norris even managed to over-
take Verstappen briefly on lap
five after a daring move on the
straight leading into a sharp
turn, but the Dutch driver
responded by quickly retaking
the lead at the next corner. 
Norris ended up being over-
taken by his teammate as well
during that sequence, but
Piastri could not seriously
challenge Verstappen after that
and the Red Bull driver grad-
ually extended his lead over
the 23-lap race.
Verstappen said the key was to
get out of the range of the
McLarens' DRS system, which
allows the chasing driver to
reduce the drag by opening up
the rear wing of his car to get
a burst of speed. 
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Indian golfer Shubhankar Sharma fired
identical 68s in his first two rounds to be

tied seventh in the Italian Open on the DP
World Tour here. 
The Indian star, who is headed to the
Olympic Games in August, had five
birdies against two bogeys in the second
round. 
In the first round, he had three birdies and
an eagle against two bogeys.
Sharma has had a modest season with a
best of T-7 in Singapore Classic as his best
and was T-16 at Hero Dubai Desert
Classic, one of the marquee events on the
Tour.
The other Indian in the field Om Prakash
Chouhan missed the cut with rounds of
72-71.
Gunner Wiebe took a one-stroke lead into

the weekend after carding a second round
69 at Adriatic Golf Club. 
The American started the second day in a
three-way tie for the lead on seven under
after his first round of 64 but had to
remain patient after a level par front nine,

with a bogey on the 17th, cancelling out a
gain on the 15th.
He made his second birdie of the day on
the first hole, his tenth, and then birdied
the par four fifth to move to two under on
the day. 
The 35-year-old parred his final four holes
to sign for a nine under par total after 36
holes, one stroke ahead of Germany's
Jannik de Bruyn, who got a last minute
spot into the event.
One stroke further back on seven under
are last week's KLM Open runner-up
Marcus Kinhult, Denmark's Sebastian
Friedrichsen, Adrian Otaegui of Spain and
South African Brandon Stone.
Canada's Aaron Cockerill and Sharma
share the seventh spot on six under, while
14 golfers are tied for ninth place on five
under par, including home favourites
Edoardo Molinari and Andrea Pavan.
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India's Malvika Bansod
stunned Scotland's Kristy

Gilmour in a thrilling three-
game match to advance to
the women's singles
semifinals of the US Open
Super 300 badminton
tournament here.
The 22-year-old from Nagpur,
ranked 49th, registered a 10-
21 21-15 21-10 win over
Kristy, a 2014 Commonwealth
Games silver medallist.
Malvika had defeated Kristy at
the Hylo Open in 2022 when
the Scot shuttler had retired in
the second game due to an
injury. The Indian had lost

twice to Kristy in the past.
The Indian, who had won the
Azerbaijan International
challenge this year, will face
sixth seeded Japanese Natsuki
Nidaira next.
In men's singles, Priyanshu
Rajawat produced a good
show but couldn't get past
fourth seed Lei Lan Xi of
China, losing 21-15 11-21 18-
21 in a quarterfinal match that
lasted just over an hour.
Second seed Treesa Jolly and
Gayatri Gopichand lost 17-21
21-17 19-21 to Japanese sixth
seed Rui Hirokami and Yuna
Kato to also end their
campaign in the last eight
round.
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The
(“Dreamcatcher”)
is the story of
Loveena, the
protagonist of the

book who is a sensitive soul.
It beautifully narrates the
journey through her trials
and tribulations, her
realisations, her pains and
her metamorphosis and an
ultimate ‘coming of age’
which leaves her in a state of
expanded awareness of self
as well as her surroundings
and people there in.
Author Monika has
orchestrated her sound
knowledge of literature,
language and the subject &
object to bring on paper the
story of a child Loveena, till
she finds solace passing
through life’s labyrinth,
unfortunately all nurtured in
close walls of her family. 
The just published book
revolves around Loveena’s
mother Neena who attained
motherhood through
Loveena after a long wait of
ten years. Neena’s intensity

thus shifted to being extra
protective about her
daughter from the
negativities of the world. 
Having brought up in a
rather affluent and rich
family, she desires nothing
less for her daughter. And
even though Loveena had
both her parents-Neena and
her father Dev, it was her
mother and mother’s stories
which were to carve her life
and make her the person
that she would become. And
the story’s trajectory thus
turns to Loveena’s mother
Neena’s life.
Neena’s husband Dev was a
victim of his own sense of
helplessness for his lack of
understanding the business
of Neena’s father and
inability to take it up for
posterity, even though he
was the sole son-in-law the
family had. 
His job as an assistant
professor of history in the
university projected him as
most suitable boy for Neena,
when a friend of Neena’s

father told him about Dev
and his docile nature. Quite
obviously Neena’s father
believed it to be the
significant trait suitable for
her pampered daughter.
As Neena entered Dev’s life
and his house after her
wedding, it was bustling
with Dev’s family. Neena
was immediately
overwhelmed by the sheer
number

of people and was unable to
adjust to this new
environment which was
totally unlike her solitary
and exclusive upbringing in
an affluent household. 
Sensing Neena’s hesitation
and reservations, Dev’s
family too accepted her into
their family but without
completely absorbing her
into their lives. So, even
though

Neena was married into
Dev’s family she could never
truly become a part of it.
Dev’s detachment or lack of
desire to correct this
situation further acerbated
the relationships. Troubled
relations with in-laws, Dev’s
indifference clubbed with an
anguishing wait of ten years
to attain motherhood
further fed Neena’s sense of
mistrust and suspicions and
her belief that the world was
a dangerously bad place. 
Loveena who was born as a
happy child with a calm,
pleasing, innocent
disposition was always eager
to embrace everybody, never
earned approval for her
behaviour from her mother.
Neena always dismissed
these traits as incompatible
with the ways of world.
Thus, growing up, Loveena’s
world protected by her
mother, remained confined
within the four walls of the
palatial house with the
house help Babli as a
constant companion who

too gets married leaving
behind a void in Loveena’s
life.
Finally, Loveena finds her
suitor in Sanand and her
engagement to him was
greeted as the most welcome
news by everyone later on
which did not worked due to
triggers of Neena’s fears. For
Loveena this incident proved
to be the one which
augmented her belief in
Neena’s words that world is a
bad place. 
Her father Dev too gone
followed by passing of
Neena. Loveena finally
married, not to start a family
but only to drown the
haunting hollowness of her
soul into joys and laughter.
Vikram was a colleague of
Loveena and the only thing
she knew about him was
that he was a divorcee with
two grown up kids. Soon
this too developed a marital
conflict. 
Unable to handle this
situation any longer Loveena
decides that she needs to get

respite from her choppy life
that and decides to leave the
house and Vikram.
She goes looking for solitude
in a place away from the
chaos of the city, away from
the prodding eyes of the
society.
Her life’s journey takes a
new turn as she arrives at
Pathankot where she
embarks upon a spiritualistic
journey. Armed with the
strength of her soul and her
renewed faith in life and self
and the world in general,
Loveena finally finds herself
ready to go back to place
from where she herself had
once run away from all her
life challenges a long time
back. Her tumultuous
relationship with Vikram’s
place was when she had
shunned everything to cross
over into next phase of her
life. She was now ready to go
meet Vikram as a new
person. But this time she
isn’t running away. This time
she is running towards
meeting life head-on.

How many of us have had to
be admonished for things
not being aligned? The
books in our book case in
the days when books were

bought and read? The clothes in our
cupboard? The shoes in the closet? How
many of us were ticked off at school
perhaps for the tie being askew or the
pair of socks not  climbing up at the
same place on each leg? Or the writing
in our notebooks being asymmetrical?
For the better part of my childhood and
those of my friends, there was a
constant, relentless push and shove
towards alignment and well, we
certainly rebelled at it as young people!
A part of me still does and thus when I
chance upon a poppy flower for
example, in a neat bed of
chrysanthemums in the college gardens,
I cannot deny that my heart lights up
with joy at this break in the order of
things! 
So when I was invited to read and speak
on this utterly delightful collection of
poems called ‘Alignment’ by Neerada
Suresh, I cannot deny that my interest
was instantly piqued by the title and I
immediately read the title poem. Rohan
Kaul’s home and his partner, Promilla
simply came alive by the word picture
painted by Neerada Suresh in her rib
tickling comparisons between the state
of the house in the absence and
presence of Rohan. There is a certain
glee in the air when Rohan is away as
things lie unaligned and unfettered; the
same things, to quote,
But when Rohan Kaul is in,
Newspapers stand stacked,
Compressed, breathing in.
Shoes align themselves
Awed, open mouthed.
Paintings, curtains, Cushions, sofas
All tell a tamed tale.
The fact is that while alignment is not
only, politically speaking an important
credo that nations strive for and while it
may have its merits, alignment can often
come at great cost. It may be the cost of
freedom, it may be about being ‘tamed’
as Neerada put it; it may leave us in
gaping fear and thus ‘open mouthed’.
The hope perhaps lies in Promilla who,
as the poem ends with
defies 
A certain kind of alignment.
Don’t let the light and bubbling
language deceive you, this poem has far
greater implications if we read it closely
and it is this deceptive mirth that the

poem has which makes the poem, like
many others by her, such a joy to read. 
Neerada is a grounded soul. Her poems
reflect that and she makes poetry out of
the ordinary quirky eccentricities and
foibles that fill all of our lives. A poem
that really clicked with me is Of Lists. It
has that elegant humour that seems to
be a characteristic trait of Neerada’s, the
wonderful ability to laugh at one’s self. It
begins with the declaration
I am one
For lists.
And then, with great good humour she
narrates how fishing out her list from
her bag full of things makes the list
redundant as she involuntarily lists from
memory and then she swears,
Under my breath
Now to list down
A set of instructions
How not to forget
Getting across 
The list you make.
I cannot recall the uncountable times
that I have had to strip my entire bag to
find a list and then found it much later.
It is such a relatable experience and that
is what endears the reader to Neerada’s
poetry, the sheer relatability of the
experiences. 
Life and the times as we live them are
the focus of Neerada’s poetry. We talk
for example about how communication
between people now is held ransom by
the cell phone. Neerada converts our
trite conversations into a poem which
she entitles, The New Normal.
New normal is
Sitting side by side
On a sofa
With no eye contact
Chatting of this and that
These are the first few lines and the
poem ends with the sad fact that the
new normal is:
And at all times
Not facing each other
But thumb twitching
On the mobile through
Inane vicarious clips
Of far and near ones
And total strangers
Never once glancing
Directly or even sideways
Smiling at each other.
Modes of communication or rather the
language of communication comes up
again in another poem called Version
3.0 where the poet talks about her
journey from the deep south up north
‘travelling light with nothing/more than

a bilingual tongue’. Subtlely yet strongly
commenting upon the Rashtrabhasha
issue, she says,
At the workplace, monolingual, mute
Biding time mastering a language
National though notional,
Opening floodgates of ecstasy mouthing
My own tongue, my mother tongue,
At regional gatherings.
This is such  striking comment upon the
way in which so much in our
relationships with people , so much of
our identity, so many of our needs, are
determined by the fluency with which
we speak different languages. But are we
accepted because we speak the required
language or do we remain strangers
divided by our regional differences, not
explicitly stated but always there? Do
we, in turn, become one with the region
of our profession or adoption or do we
still dream of lands we associate most
with the tongue that comes easiest and
naturally to us, our mother tongue?
These are questions to think about.
Neerada makes you think.

She makes you laugh and cry as well,
sometimes together. One such poem is
When my brother fell sick in which the
poet describes her brother who was
bedridden after a botched up eye
surgery. She writes about his courage,
He still smiles as always.
Not once did he 
Lament this plight, foul mouth
The surgeon or contemplate
Suing. Resigned at once
To a possible, partial vision
In his bad eye, pacified
His wife, my raging sisier in law.
His expressive eyes 
Now inscrutable
Behind the dark glasses.
But his smile had the same texture and
tinge
Of the smile he sported
When Mother died
And he lingered by her one last time.
The poem is such a beautiful reminder
that warriors are not found only on the
battlefield; there are many who soldier
on heroically confronted by the
vicissitudes of life. The brother you read
about will surely capture your heart and
become your hero.
One of the characteristics of Neerada’s
poems in ‘Alignment’ is that there is a
lot said through implication which is
sometimes sensuous and can get your
heart beating a bit faster. For example,
in the poem Delete, the poet writes
about
Your unsolicited 
Picture on FB
And she goes on to say,
The familiar contours 
Of your face
Traced out a trillion times
Through summer and winter
Stood out embossed 
On my finger tips.
The best option now
For the photo shopped version,
Press delete
To wipe out that sting
Of dormant memories
Off my fingertips.
This is a brilliant use of synesthetic
imagery and one can literally feel the
tingling in the tips of one’s fingers.
A poem that ends with a delightful twist
is Chrysnathemums where the unnamed
‘he’ always came when the
chrysanthemums bloomed and he
always asked if they were dahlias or
marigolds, and the poet says
Too polite to correct
She’d smile- a wide smile

Her lashes lowered and
The chyrsanthemums paled
Into insignificance.
The evening
Stretched to its elastic limits
Catapulted into night.
What she didn’t know was
That he had always known
They were chrysanthemums.
There is the sweetness of romance in
these lines that is unmistakable and so
appealing ; one can almost imagine the
whole scene played out in one’s head.
Tea 1 carries the same fragrance of
romance very delicately framed, implied
through such lines as 
While I made tea
On a rusty stove
He stood watching
Leaning by the door
Aand then said,
I like the cut of your dress
As though it were a cue
To turn the stive on to sim
And let the simmering within
Come to a boil.
Coming back to the pictorial quality of
the poems, a reason why many of the
poems in fact can be almost
dramatically played out in the
imagination is the kind of detailing that
Neerada works into her poems. Take the
poem Of Haystacks. This entire poem is
literally painted with an eye for the
minutest of details and it reads
The cotton tree stood
In its slender trunk
With its bursting pods
Of parachuting blobs
As the turbaned, earth hued
Cart man, cushioned
On bales and bales
Of golden yellow straw
Came swaying, swinging
Whistling to the orchestra of
The hoof clicking clap dance
Of the ambling bullocks.
Colour, sound, movement all seemed
fused almost like a motion picture being
played out on the printed page. And of
course the symbolism, the
personification is discernible, as is the
use of alliteration in the swaying
swinging, cart cushioned, clicking clap.
This lends a wonderful rhythmic
motion to the scene and has been really
cleverly used.
Again, in The Breadfruit Tree, the poet
describes the tree,
We didn’t make much
Of the breadfruit tree
That stood sentry like

By the boundary wall
Spilling its bickering spread
Over the neighbour’s roof
Dropping yellow leaves
Plopping crow eaten messy fruits
Like I said, the tree, pretty much like the
haystacks in the previous poem, comes
to life in the mind’s eye.
If brevity is the soul of wit, Neerada
really aces it in her short poems, two of
which are Absence and Sorrows.
Absence,
Distance
Were surefire 
Terminators
Of whatever was
Between us
I thought,
But they
Like rings in trees
Add girth, depth
Linking the past
With the present,
Casting shadows
Of decay
Into the future
Direct and simple, the simile  is so apt
and new- the rings on the trees and the
passage of time . It’s important to note
that Neerada is as much a Nature poet
as she is a people’s poet. In Sorrows she
says,
Sorrows 
Like a newborn
Arranged itself
In my arms
Purring in content
As if to say
Never let me go
For the reward
Of great truths
To be reaped
And revealed
In the future.
Those who carry their sorrows with
them will feel that the poem is made for
them. But that’s the magic of Neerada’s
pen, she will make her readers feel that
the people, places, thoughts and
experiences are theirs that she writes
about.
Read her, you will feel at home.

— Swati Pal, Professor and Principal,
Janki Devi Memorial College, University

of Delhi, has been a Charles Wallace;
John McGrath Theatre Studies and

Fulbright Nehru fellowship, scholar. She
has published on theatre, creative and

academic writing, education and
translates from Hindi to English. In

Absentia is a collection of her poems
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Whether indulging in
gourmet cuisine for
your pets, celebrating
their birthdays,
pampering them

with grooming sessions or
participating in fun activities, there’s
something to enrich every
experience during a vacation with
furry members. There are a range of
pet-friendly hotels and resorts that
are more than happy to welcome you
and your loyal companion. 
From luxury resorts to cozy retreats,
these properties ensure complete
comfort and are a haven both for you
and your four-legged buddy.

COMFORT MEETS LUXURY AT
PRESIDENT, MUMBAI - IHCL
SELEQIONS

Looking to celebrate your pet’s
birthday? Go for a Pawcation at
President, Mumbai - IHCL

SeleQions.
“We have curated a well thought out
pet-friendly vacation concept known
as Pawcations,” says Afzal Khan,
General Manager. “We understand
that pets are cherished members of
the family, and we strive to create a
comfortable and enriching
environment for them during their
stay. Hence we provide pet-friendly
amenities like plush pet beds and
bedding, engaging toys, and a
gourmet pet menu crafted by our
culinary experts.”
Embracing a pet-friendly policy, the
hotel team makes sure the guests’
comfort is enhanced by offering the
services of on-call pet caretakers, as
per specific requirements. Moreover,
if there is any health related issue,
there is a specialist veterinarian on
call. Not to forget pet grooming
services with prior appointments,
exclusive pet toiletries, and
designated pet-friendly zones. 
“We not only organize elaborate
party with delightful high tea and
fun outdoor activities for furry
birthday boys and girls but also
make sure the service is professional
with warmth and care. Our team
undergoes regular comprehensive
training programs to understand
animal behavior, hygiene protocols,
and proper handling procedures. We
also invite external pet trainers and
behaviorists to train our staff
regularly, ensuring they are well-
equipped to interact with pets and
provide top-notch service. Hence, we
take great pride in being a pet-
friendly destination,” concludes
Khan with a smile. 

PAMPERING PETS AT ‘OUR
NATIVE VILLAGE ECO RESORT’,
BENGALURU

At ‘Our Native Village Eco
Resort,’ nestled in the serene
village of Hesaraghatta, guests

can indulge in a memorable vacay
with the joy of bonding with their
beloved pets amidst nature’s
embrace.
“Whether exploring our sprawling

grounds or immersing yourself in
our cultural experiences, every
moment promises a harmonious
blend of luxury, responsible tourism
and eco-conscious living, adhering
to our pet-friendly policy,” tells
Antharaj A, The Operations
Manager. 
He adds, “We get repeat guests who
have enjoyed their staycation in
seamless harmony with their furry
companions. As a proud pet-friendly
establishment, the retreat provides
essential amenities, including a
variety of dog foods, water bowls,
leashes, floor mats, and cozy
blankets. The sprawling grounds
offer ample space for pets to roam
freely amidst lush lawns and village
paths, perfect for leisurely strolls and
bonding moments.”
Designed with meticulous care, the
dedicated pet bathing area combines
comfort with rustic charm, ensuring
a refreshing bath experience for
furry companions. Specially
prepared food ensures pets receive
nutritious meals, supporting the
commitment to sustainability by
minimizing environmental impact.
“Complete with all necessary
amenities, the resort’s natural charm

reflects our dedication to pampering
pets just as we do for our human
guests. While the guests rediscover
childhood joys playing village games
like gilli danda and kite flying, their
pets act as best cheerleaders!”
Antharaj says with a smile. 

DISCOVER PET-FRIENDLY
RETREAT AT MYSA ZINC
JOURNEY BY THE FERN

Pet parents looking to take a
break and hit the road with
their fur babies, look no further

than MYSA Zinc Journey by The
Fern, a premier resort located in
Nani Devati, Gujarat. Renowned for
its serene ambiance and top-notch
amenities, this resort stands out as a
haven for pet lovers, offering an
exceptional blend of comfort, luxury,
and pet-friendly hospitality.
Naveen Vaishnav, Squad Champion
at the Resort says, “Committed to
pampering four legged guests, at
MYSA Zinc Journey by The Fern,
pets are warmly welcomed and
cherished. Furthermore, the property
offers a range of facilities, making
this resort the ideal choice for
travellers with pets. The resort offers
24 elegantly designed rooms and
villas, each providing ample space
for you and your pets to relax.”
Spread across 9 acres within the

scenic Glade One Golf Resort, the
resort features beautifully landscaped
gardens and open spaces perfect for
the four legged to explore and enjoy.
For a leisurely stroll or a brisk walk,
the serene pathways and green
expanses offer a perfect retreat for
pets and their owners.

“At the resort we offer dedicated
services and facilities that include
comfortable bedding and special
dietary options for your furry
friends. Our chefs cook as per pets’
liking and specifications, we don’t
have printed menus as we believe in
curating for them. While your pets
enjoy the outdoors, you can indulge
in a variety of resort activities. From
the challenging 9-hole Gary Player-
designed golf course to rejuvenating
spa treatments and a sparkling
swimming pool, here is the unique
blend of luxury and pet-friendly
hospitality. Located just a short drive
from Ahmedabad, this resort
provides a tranquil retreat where you
and your pets can relax and
rejuvenate,” adds Vaishnav.

BONDING IN A NURTURING
ENVIRONMENT 

Nestled amidst the serene
landscapes of Taj Fort Aguada
Resort & Spa, Taj Holiday

Village Resort & Spa and The Yellow
House, lies a haven not just for
humans but also for their beloved
furry companions. Embracing the
bond between pets and their owners,
we proudly declare ourselves a pet-
friendly resort, where wagging tails
and happy barks are as much a part
of the atmosphere as the rustling of
leaves and gentle lapping of waves.
“As the pet’s comfort is paramount,
we provide cozy & comfortable
beddings to ensure their good night’s
sleep. Offering a range of soothing
amenities such as gentle shampoo,
conditioner, and nourishing paw and
nose butter - these products are
carefully chosen to keep your pet
looking and feeling their best
throughout their stay. Beyond
physical comfort, we cultivate a
nurturing environment where every
aspect of your pet’s experience is
thoughtfully considered. Our
dedicated staff is trained to provide
attentive care and ensure that all pets
receive personalized attention and
affection, says Sanchita Banerjee
Rodrigues, MarCom for North Goa
Resorts.
Fitness is of utmost importance.
Whether it’s a leisurely morning walk
or an evening romp under the setting
sun, the scenic surroundings provide
the perfect backdrop for the pets to
stay active and happy.
“Understanding that pets thrive
when they can engage in physical
activities, we offer a variety of
opportunities for them to stay active
and happy amidst our scenic

surroundings. Whether it’s a leisurely
morning walk along our lush trails
or an energetic romp during the
enchanting sunset hours, every
moment outdoors is tailored to keep
pets healthy and stimulated.
Providing designated areas where
they can engage in interactive play
and socialize with other furry
companions under the watchful eye
of our attentive staff. These
supervised activities not only keep
pets physically fit but also mentally
stimulated, ensuring a well-rounded
experience during their stay.”
When it comes to pets’ dining, Chef
Nishant Diwakar Executive Sous
Chef of Taj Fort Aguada being a pet
parent himself takes keen interest in
designing and planning of the pet
menus of Taj North Goa Resorts. He
firmly believes as important a
balanced diet is to us humans, our
furry friends require the same
amount of attention. We provide
specially curated menu for them to
get the perfect amount of nutrient &
a tasty treat. From dishes made with
bacon & chicken bones to drool over
to waffles made of yoghurt, banana
& pumpkin. The team goes beyond
basic sustenance to provide culinary
experiences that enhance their stay
and contribute to their overall
enjoyment.

A PERFECT GETAWAY WITH
PETS!
At Bengaluru Marriott Hotel
Whitefield, there are special pet
fiestas and brunches that create
memorable moments for pets and
owners alike. For long-staying guests,
there is a unique touch of
companionship-a small fish in a pot
to keep them company. “At our hotel,
we pride ourselves on providing an
immersive experience with cozy
beds, engaging toys, and
meticulously sanitized play areas,
creating a haven for our four-legged
guests,” tells Anjali Naik, Director of
Sales and Marketing.
She adds, “Pets have access to our
dining outlets and lush lawns, where
they can relax and play freely. Our
exclusive pet menu offers health-
centric, salt-free options for their
dining pleasure. Our commitment to
creating a pet-friendly environment
goes beyond mere accommodation,
offering a truly immersive and
delightful experience for both you
and your beloved companion.”

—Sharmila Chand is an author and
independent journalist who writes on

Travel, Food and Lifestyle
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Most people familiar with
the trademark Chinese
cuisine of Kolkata would
know about Tangra. An
erstwhile tannery on the

eastern outskirts of then British
Calcutta, soon to become famous as
the city’s Chinatown, this tiny colony
was populated by Hakka origin
Chinese folk who came to India to
work in the tanneries, their craft and
art soon to become synonymous with
the finest leather accessories in the
subcontinent. The womenfolk worked
home kitchens to supplement meager
household incomes. Today, the
tanneries are all gone but Tangra has
left its signature on a cuisine now
globally known as Hakka Chinese.
Recently, I had the fortune to relive
some childhood memories of
anniversaries and birthdays most often
spent at some restaurant or the other in
Tangra, wolfing down Golden Fried
Prawns, Chicken dimsums, Hakka
noodles, prawns sauted in garlic and
red chillies, the list goes on. The
Westin Gurgaon, New Delhi, hosted a

nine day culinary pop up aptly called
Tales of Tangra which promised an
“explosion of flavours” from Kolkata’s
Chinatown. The event featured a
specially curated menu by Guest Chef
Ho Chi Ming from The Westin Pune
Koregaon Park. 
By sheer geography, one can easily
identify the unique Kolkata-Chinese
culinary bond, the two regions in such
close physical proximity, underlining
the very special nature of the food not
be found anywhere else in the world
despite Tangra’s journey as an Oriental
cuisine beyond the frontiers of Bengal. 
The menu at Westin was indeed
meticulously planned by the Chef to
capture the essence of this legendary
fusion cuisine, tracing its roots back to
an era long ago when Chinese
immigrants in then Calcutta, blending
their traditions with Indian culture to
script and create
Chinatown’s
culinary

prowess. 
Unfortunately,
none of that history
now remains,
except in the hands
of home and
professional chefs, who
still keep the history of
Chinatown resonating with
contemporary approaches, and of
course, special twists given to recipes
long lost.
While Chef Ho did put up a great show
with his Scallion Crepes, Homestyle
Taro Cakes, Kari Fish Dumplings,
Sweet and Sour Prawns, Four Season
Green Beans, Crispy Chilli Garlic
Potatoes, Tangra style authentic Hakka
noodles, the menu had a huge
vegetarian accent. With the world
turning to vegetarianism each passing
day, this is only understandable. But
one fervently hopes that Hakka

Chinese seafood will always
have its patrons

surviving in some
corner or the other in
the world. 

Chef Ho’s passion for
Asian cuisine was

apparent in the
innovations he brought to

each dish. His approach,
affability and commitment to

authenticity were truly welcome.
Chef Amit Dash, Multi Property

Executive Chef for The Westin
Gurgaon, New Delhi said, “We are

excited to host
Chef Ho Chi

Ming and present
Tales of Tangra to our

patrons. This pop-up is a
tribute to the rich cultural tapestry and
culinary excellence of Tangra and a
testament to our commitment to
continue offering our guests diverse
and exceptional dining experiences.”
The soups ranged from Manchow,
Assorted Vegetables, Ginger, Cilantro
Broth, Hot and Sour soup, non
vegetarian bits like prawns and
chickens were only add-ons. Personally,
I feel a soup or broth must stew in its
original juices and not be relegated to
add-ons for a vegetable broth. It makes
a critical culinary difference in terms of
taste, texture and aromas. 
All in all, it felt good to taste a bit of
Tangra far away from its original
shores of Kolkata right in the heart of
Delhi. Long live Tangra’s signature
Hakka cuisine.

Irecently visited The China
Kitchen at Hyatt Regency
New Delhi, renowned for its
exquisite Peking Duck, which
I consider among the best in

the National Capital Region. Some
might argue that Hakkasan in
Mumbai outshines it, but my
personal experiences at Hakkasan
in Abu Dhabi and a pop-up at
Shangri-La Delhi didn’t include
the duck, so I can’t compare.
Nonetheless, my recent dining
experience at The China Kitchen,
despite the superb duck, left me
dissatisfied, primarily due to
subpar service.
The evening began on a sour note
with a lackluster welcome. We
received no warm greetings or
guidance to our table, and no one
offered us menus or water, despite
the sweltering Delhi summer. The
absence of hospitality was in stark
contrast to the standards one
expects at a 5-star property.
When we ordered our first dish, a
gomai salad, I specifically
requested extra sesame dressing on
the side, a preference I had made
clear to the server. However, the
salad arrived without the extra
dressing and was neither cold nor
flavorful, lacking the acidity and
vibrant tastes I anticipated. The
China Kitchen could learn a thing
or two from China Garden, which
excels at this dish in the city.
Fortunately, the other dishes like
chicken shao mai dumplings,
edamame dim sum, and honey
chilli lotus roots were much better.
Yet, the service remained
mechanical and impersonal. There
were no smiles, no proactive plate
changes, and no clearing of the

table. Even the chef who came to
carve the duck remained silent,
possibly due to a language barrier,
but a smile would have gone a long
way. The hostess who prepared the
pancake rolls also wore a stony
expression while she stood near
our table for some time preparing
the pancakes.
Despite enjoying most of our meal,
we quickly finished and left,
paying over Rs18,000 (including a
10% service charge) without any
drinks. I contemplated asking for
the service charge to be waived but
refrained, considering how
dependent the staff might be on
these tips.
I was particularly disappointed
when my request for duck salt and
pepper was denied because we had
ordered only half a duck, a
decision that seemed unnecessarily
rigid. A little more flexibility and
hospitality could have made all the
difference, especially when very
few order it. Attentive and friendly

service could have transformed
our dining experience. Even
though the food was largely
enjoyable, the lack of warmth and
attention overshadowed it.
Similar was our experience just a
day prior at Pullman hotel where a
friend hosted his daughter’s

birthday party at their all-day
dining restaurant Pluck. Orders
were mixed up, a sparkling wine
cork flew in the air missing the
patrons without any apology from
the server, prawns vanished from
the buffet spread, and orders either
took a lot of time or were

completely missed.
Something has happened to that
smiley and polite star hotel service,
especially after COVID. Fresh
batches are seeing fewer takers,
most experienced staff have either
left the industry or are moving
abroad for better wages and work

conditions. What remains is the
new service levels. Either we will
get used to it or start paying them
the wages they truly deserve to
retain deserving candidates.

— Author is a food critic and founder of
the Big F Awards. He can be reached at

Pawan.Soni@indianfoodfreak.com
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Prayer is a vital tool to improve
your life. Wherever you can
put your effort, put it. Where
you cannot, pray for it!
Whatever you do, know that a

Higher Power has the final say and you
can tap that power through your
prayers. 
You don’t need any special
qualifications or abilities to pray.
Whether a fool or a wise person,
whether rich or poor, anybody can
pray. Prayer doesn’t mean just sitting
and chanting some words. It’s about
being in that serene, calm, and
meditative state. That is why, in the
Vedic tradition, dhyana (meditation) is
done before prayer as well as afterward.
When the mind is focused, the prayer
becomes far more powerful. 
Prayer is the cry of a soul. To whom
you pray is not important. Whereas
religion puts words to the prayer, and
adds symbols and rituals to it, the
prayer itself transcends them. It
happens on the subtle level of feelings;
and feelings transcend words and
religion. The act of praying itself has
the power to bring transformation. 
When you pray there should be total

involvement. If the mind is preoccupied
elsewhere then that is no prayer at all.
When there is pain, there is more
involvement. That’s why people turn to
prayer when they are in pain. Prayer
happens when you feel grateful or when
you feel utterly helpless. In either case,
your prayers will be answered. When
you feel helpless, prayer happens by
itself. That’s why in Hindi we say
‘Nirbal toh Balram’. If you are weak,
God is your strength. Prayer is that
moment when you come in touch with
your limitations and your boundaries. 
In today’s fast-paced world, people
often pray out of fear and greed.
Usually, when you love something, you
want to possess it and you pray for it.
True prayer, however, is just the
opposite of wanting to possess. It’s
about honouring and offering
everything to the Divine. Honouring
brings devotion and leads to surrender.
Devotion brings a healing touch to life.
Devotion and faith are at the core of a
sincere prayer. A true prayer can’t
happen without devotion and faith.
Having faith is to realize that God’s
protection is there for you. Devotion is
inner flowering. Devotion starts from

where you are. Unless you are lit in
devotion to the Divine, your life will
remain restless. In devotion, longing
will arise in you. And when there is
longing, true prayer happens by itself. 
Be sincere in your prayers. Do not try
to outsmart the Divine. The mind has
the tendency to forget the Divine. What
type of time do you give the Divine?
Usually, you give the leftover time;
when you have nothing else to do, no
guests to attend to, no parties to attend
to, you go to the Divine. This is not
quality time. Give prime time to the
Divine. You will be rewarded. If your
prayers are not answered, it is because
you have never given quality time. 
Four types of people go to God. One, is
those who seek the truth (knowledge
and freedom). Two, the wise ones
(gyanis). Three, the ones who seek
material comforts (wealth). Four, the
ones who are in misery. The wise one
does not pray for something. His life
itself is a prayer. 
If at all you have to pray for something,
pray for the happiness of all the people
in the world. ‘Loka Samastha Sukhinou
Bhavantu’ (May Everybody Be Happy).

— He is a Spiritual Guru
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