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In what could be called as a
triple whammy for the peo-
ple of Delhi on Tuesday

reeling under the scorching
impact of an unprecedented
heatwave and a severe water
crisis, they faced a major power
outage caused by a fire at the
Mandola power grid in Uttar
Pradesh, a critical supplier of
electricity to the national
Capital, providing approxi-
mately 1,500 megawatts of
power. 
As temperatures soared to 42
degrees Celsius, the power cut
for varying lengths
exacerbated the hardships of
the residents of Delhi in
various pockets, including the
area housing Delhi LG
Secretariat and Chief
Minister's residence.
Amid IMD forecasts that
heatwave conditions are
likely to prevail for the next
five days, Delhi Power
Minister Atishi termed the
incident as a matter of
concern. She said, "There has
been a major power cut in
many parts of Delhi since
2:11 pm today. A power grid
in Mandola, UP, which
supplies 1,500 MW of
electricity to Delhi, has
caught fire. We are linking it
to our other power sources."
She said she has sought time to

meet the newly appointed
Union Energy Minister
(Manohar Lal Khattar) and the
chairperson of PGCIL (Power
Grid Corporation of India).
The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
leader, criticising the Centre,
said, "It is worrying that the
national-level power
infrastructure has come to a
standstill today. The failure of
the national grid in the
country's Capital is quite
worrying. There was no
power cut even when Delhi's
peak power demand reached
8,000 MW. This power cut
happened due to the failure of
the national infrastructure."
In a post on social media X,
Atishi said the fire at a sub-
station of Power Grid
Corporation of India Ltd

(PGCIL) in Mandola near
Loni (Ghaziabad) in Uttar
Pradesh had led to power
outages in many parts of the
national Capital.
The power restoration
process has begun and
electricity is now gradually
returning to different areas,
Atishi said.
"Delhi is the national Capital.
If the power infrastructure in
the country's Capital fails like
this on behalf of the national
grid, then it can have very
serious consequences. Delhi
has always tried to provide
electricity 24x7. A few weeks
ago, when the peak power
demand reached 8,300 MW,
Delhi fulfilled it without any
blackout or major power
failure. 
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Acase in Pune last year saw
a dog being beaten brutal-

ly by a local resident, resulting
in severe injuries to the animal.
Despite the seriousness of the
offense, the perpetrator was
only fined Rs 50 under the cur-
rent law. "In addition to the
Pune case, there have been
other instances such as the
merciless killing of a stray dog
in Mumbai and Jagatpuri, Delhi
to name a few. These cases
illustrate the severity of animal
cruelty and the inadequacy of
current penalties to serve as a
deterrent where some people
have been brutal to these inno-
cent animals.

"But the lenient penalty does
not reflect the gravity of the
crime, effectively allowing
offenders to get away with
minimal consequences," rued
Alokparna Sengupta,
Managing Director of
Humane Society
International/India.
Sengupta, along with other
animal activists, has now
written to the new
Government to ensure
passage of the long pending
proposed Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals
(Amendment) Bill 2022 in the
upcoming Monsoon session
of Parliament.  In 2022, over
180 parliamentarians had
demanded such an

amendment. At least 50,000
emails and letters were sent
last year by animal advocates
and the general public to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to amend the 1960 Act.
The draft Prevention of

Cruelty to Animals
(Amendment) Bill, 2022
proposes substantial changes,
including fines up to Rs
75,000, a significant jump
from the current maximum
of Rs 50, and imprisonment

for severe offenses.
Such brutal cases call for strict
legislative action, Gauri
Maulekhi, trustee of People
for Animals (PFA), said, as she
pointed out, "Amending the
PCA Act is imperative and
long overdue. It is well known
that violence against animals
is a precursor to violence
against other vulnerable
members of our society, be it
women, children, or our
elders.
"Strengthening this law
protects animals and serves
as a pivotal step towards
cultivating empathy and
respect, fostering a society
where compassion thrives,
and brutality finds no haven."
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Indian universities and high-
er education institutions will

now be allowed to offer admis-
sions twice a year on lines of
foreign universities with the
University Grants Commission
giving a go ahead to the plan,
UGC chief Jagadesh Kumar
said.
The two admission cycles will
be July-August and January-
February from the 2024-25
academic session.
"If Indian universities can
offer admission twice a year, it
will benefit many students
such as those who missed
admission to a university in
the July-August session due to
a delay in the announcement

of board results, health issues,
or personal reasons," Kumar
told PTI. "Biannual university
admissions will help students
maintain motivation since
they do not have to wait one
full year to be admitted if they
miss admission in the current
cycle. With biannual
admissions in place,
industries can also do their
campus recruitment twice a

year, improving employment
opportunities for the
graduates," he added.
The UGC chief explained
that biannual admissions will
also enable the higher
education institutes (HEIs) to
plan their resource
distribution, such as faculty,
labs, classrooms and support
services, more efficiently,
resulting in a better
functional flow within the
university.
"Universities worldwide
already follow a biannual
admission system. If Indian
HEIs adopt the biannual
admission cycle, our HEIs
can enhance their
international collaborations
and student exchanges. 
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With the induction of Jagat
Prakash Nadda in the

Modi 3.0 Cabinet, specula-
tion among party workers and
leaders is about whom the
party will fall back on as the
next president. Nadda's tenure
is ending by the end of this
month. There is some possibil-
ity that the party could contin-
ue with Nadda for some time
till the new party president is
appointed. 
Besides Nadda, the BJP also is
set to kickstart soon the
process of organisational
changes with the launch of a
fresh membership drive
followed by an internal poll
across States leading up to the
election of a new party
president.
In the run-up to the Lok
Sabha, speculations were
doing the rounds that
former Haryana Chief
Minister Manoharlal
Khattar, Madhya Pradesh
BJP chief Vishnudutt
Sharma, Gujarat BJP
president Chandrakant
Raghunath Paatil, former
Madhya Pradesh Chief
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan and Union
Ministers Dharmendra
Pradhan and Bhupendra
Yadav. Leaders like Khattar,
Chauhan, Pradhan and
Yadav have been inducted in
the Cabinet.
After that several names are
doing the rounds which

include the party's general
secretaries Vinod Tawde,
Sunil Bansal, BL Santosh
and Sharma.  Tawde is from
Maharashtra while Bansal is
from Uttar Pradesh. Santosh
is from Karnataka. Insiders
said Vishnudutt Sharma is
currently among the top
contender for the post.
In 2014, when then party
president Rajnath Singh
became the Union Minister
he passed on a baton to Amit
Shah. 
After Shah became the
Union Minister in 2019,
Nadda was appointed party
president in June 2019.
Nadda took over as BJP chief
at a time when the party was
witnessing vigorous
challenges from a united
Opposition in Assembly
elections in several States
amid signs that it needed to
rework its electoral strategy.
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday refused to stay the

counselling for admissions of
students to the medical colleges
over alleged paper leak and
irregularities in the National
Eligibility cum Entrance Test
(NEET) undergraduate (UG)
examination 2024.
The apex court has also issued
notice to the Centre and NTA
and listed the matter for
consideration on July 8, after
the summer vacation which
commenced on May 20
comes to an end.
A bench of Justices Vikram
Nath and Ahsanuddin
Amanullah said the "sanctity
has been affected" and "we
need answers". However, the
court refused to stay the
counselling process for
admission of those who have
cleared the exam. 
"Let the counselling start. We

are not stopping the
counselling," said Justice
Nath as Senior Advocate
Mathews J Nedumpara urged
the court to stay the
counselling.
Besides the Centre and the
NTA, which conducts NEET-
UG, the bench also issued
notices to the Bihar
Government. There were
allegations of malpractice in
holding the exam in the
State."How much time do you
want...Immediately on the re-
opening? Otherwise, the
counselling will start," the
bench said.
It tagged the plea filed by
Shivangi Mishra and nine
other MBBS aspirants with a
pending petition and asked
the NTA to file the response
in the meantime.
NEET-UG, 2024, was held on
May 5 and results were
declared on June 4. It was
expected to be declared on
June 14.
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With the allocation of min-
isterial portfolios in the

new BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
Government completed, the
focus has now shifted to elect-
ing the Speaker of the 18th Lok
Sabha. After a pro-tem or tem-
porary Speaker administers the
oath to newly-elected MPs dur-
ing a Special Session, the
Speaker will be the presiding
officer of the Lower House of
Parliament.
The Special Session of
Parliament is slated to
commence on June 24 to elect
the Lok Sabha Speaker.
Sources said for the first two
days new Members of
Parliament will be taking their
oaths followed by election of
the Speaker. The session will
go on till July 3.  
The Lok Sabha Speaker's post
has become a prized catch as
the NDA parties, both TDP
and JD (U), are eyeing the
chair. In the recently
concluded Lok Sabha polls,
the BJP was only able to bag
240 seats, and fell short of the
272 mark.
Former Lok Sabha Speaker

Sumitra Mahajan said the
presiding officer of the Lower
House should have experience
in handling parliamentary
work as well as ability to
conduct proceedings
smoothly by coordinating with
both the ruling and
Opposition benches.
"The Lok Sabha Speaker's job
is to smoothly run the House
in coordination with the
ruling party and the
Opposition. In my opinion,
the Lok Sabha Speaker should
be a little experienced. S/he
should have experience in
handling parliamentary work.
If such a person is found for
the post, it will be a very good
thing," she said.
As the BJP lacks a majority in
the new Lok Sabha, it will need
to get its allies, especially the
Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
and the Janata Dal (United),
on board to decide on the
Speaker's post. Congress led
INDIA Bloc constituent, AAP,
asked the TDP and JD(U) on
Monday to ensure the Lok
Sabha Speaker is from one of
the two parties, and said this
would be in their interests as
well as that of the Constitution
and democracy.
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BJP's tribal leader Mohan
Charan Majhi will be the

new Chief Minister of Odisha,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh announced here on
Tuesday. KV Singh Deo and
Pravati Parida were made
Deputy Chief Ministers of the
State, he said.
The new Government will
take oath at Janata Maidan on
Wednesday which will be
attended by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and some of
his Cabinet members who are
also scheduled to grace the
oath ceremony of TDP chief
N Chandrababu Naidu's
swearing in ceremony as
Chief Minister in Andhra
Pradesh. 
The TDP legislators, Janasena
and BJP as part of NDA
constituents elected Naidu as
their leader in the Assembly.
Along with Naidu as CM,
some leaders from Janasena
and BJP could swear-in on
June 12.
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Depending upon the new threat
perceptions by the central intelli-

gence agencies,  the Modi Government
3. 0 is likely to undertake a significant
overhaul in the VIP security setup in the
coming months, leading to the transfer
of security duties for over a dozen high-
risk individuals from the National
Security Guard (NSG) and the Indo-
Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) to other
paramilitary forces. This exercise will
will cover political figures, ex-Ministers,
retired bureaucrats and some others.
However, officials said on Tuesday
that there was no such proposal for
the time being. 
The plan to interchange security
duties of high-risk individuals has
been in the making since 2012. It is
expected hat around 450 'black cat'
commandos are expected to be freed
once NSG is withdrawn from VIP
security duties. 
The plan envisages "restructuring" the
role of a security agency and using its
manpower to raise and station strike
teams of commandos in some high-
risk areas and around some critical
assets located in different parts of the
country.
Top four Ministers of the Modi
Government — Home Minister
Amit Shah, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, Foreign Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar and Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman who
were Ministers in the previous Modi
2.0 Government, will retain their ‘Z’
plus security.
Sources said, it has been decided to
completely withdraw the 'black cat'
commandos of the National

Security Guard (NSG) from VIP
security duties. All its nine Z-plus
category protectees will be handed
over to the Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) VIP security unit.
“The Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) will review the current list
of allottees, which may result in the
modification, reduction, or
enhancement of security cover for
various political figures, former
ministers, retired bureaucrats, and
others,” sources added. 
The CRPF and the CISF VIP
security wings secure more than 200
persons at present.
In addition, some of the VIPs
secured by the personnel of the
border guarding force Indo-Tibetan
Border Police (ITBP) may be
transferred to the CRPF or the VIP
security wing of the CISF, known as
the Special Security Group (SSG).
In 2012, it was first proposed to
relieve the NSG from VIP security
duties when the commanders of the
elite group foresaw an event where
simultaneous terror attacks could be
witnessed at one time across
multiple places. In such a situation,
the commandos will have to be
rushed into various directions.
Those protected by the close
protection force of the National
Security Guard (NSG) commandos
include Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, his
predecessor and BSP supremo
Mayawati, Union defence minister
Rajnath Singh, veteran BJP leader
and former deputy prime minister L
K Advani, Union shipping minister
Sarbananda Sonowal, BJP leader
and ex Chhattisgarh CM Raman
Singh.
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Rahul Gandhi, in a fiery address at a
thanksgiving rally in Raebareli on

Tuesday evening, targeted Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, claiming that
Modi narrowly escaped defeat in
Varanasi but his party was defeated in
Ayodhya. Rahul said if his sister, Priyanka
Gandhi, had contested from Varanasi,
Modi would have lost that seat as well.
He said Priyanka might have won by a
margin of over 2 to 3 lakh voters.
"Modi and Shah were playing with the
foundation of the nation, hence the
nation united against them in this
election. For the first time, I saw that
the Prime Minister of the country is
doing politics of violence, spreading
hatred amongst the public, and
extending benefits to three
industrialists," said Rahul.
The rally saw the presence of KL
Sharma, who defeated Union Minister
Smriti Irani in Amethi. The venue for
the rally was shifted from Amethi to

Raebareli only on Monday morning.
Highlighting the BJP's loss in
Ayodhya, Rahul remarked, "You all
saw that they lost the Ayodhya seat.
The temple was built in Ayodhya, but
they did not invite any poor people to
its inauguration. They even barred
the President of India from attending.
Not only in Ayodhya, but even in
Varanasi, the Prime Minister
somehow survived a near-certain
defeat. If my sister Priyanka had
contested there, Modi would have lost
by a margin of 2 to 3 lakh votes," he
asserted.
Priyanka also addressed the rally,
sharing her efforts in the election
campaign. "When I came to
Raebareli, I asked everyone to utilise
the remaining 300 hours and sleep
for just 2 hours daily. Now, the results
are before you. This is not just the
victory of Rahul or KL Sharma but
the victory of the people of Raebareli
and Amethi. We feel proud to
continue serving you."
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Frenzy builds up for
Speaker’s election

BJP’s Majhi new
Odisha CM, will
have 2 deputies
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In its first reaction to the
BJP's below par perfor-

mance in the high decibel
just concluded general elec-
tions, the ruling party's ide-
ologue, RSS, has apparently
come out in defence of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
after he was being criticised
for winning less than major-
ity LS seats and blamed on
the party workers for the
kind of show which has
forced Modi to be on toes
given the coalition needs.
In an obvious reference to
the BJP's remarks mid way
elections that the party
does not need RSS to
contest elections, RSS in an
article noted that though
the RSS is not a "field force"
of the BJP, the party leaders
and workers did not reach
out to its 'swayamsevaks'
(volunteers) seeking their
cooperation in electoral
work. The LS poll results
have come as a reality
check for "overconfident"
BJP workers and many of
its leaders as they were
happy in their "bubble" and
enjoying the glow of
Modi's aura but not
listening to the voices on
the streets. 
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I, Bhajan Lal S/o Kishan Lal 

R/o Himshikha Colony, Pinjore 

(Panchkula) has declared that my 

son Rinku is out of my control. 

So, I disowned him from my 

movable-immovable property. 

Anybody deals with him in future 

at his own risk & responsibilities. 

I, Army No.5048703N Rank 

Hav.Sachin Kumar Gurung S/o 

Vijay Kumar Gurung R/o Sunder 

Nagar, Dhangu Road Pathankot, 

Tehsil & District Pathankot, My 

Wife Kalpana Gurang is Not in 

My Control & She is Not Living 

With Me From Last 12 Years, So 

I Don’t Want To Have Any 

Relationship With My Wife. 

Anybody Deals With Her Shall Be 

Responsible Himself. Kindy Note. 

I, Bhupinder Kaur W/o Late 

Sh.  Satpal Singh R/o House no 

198/1, Sector - 55, Chandigarh 

inform that my Son Samjot  Singh 

and his wife Rajdeep Kaur and 

Grandson's Samraj Singh, Satjot 

Singh out of my control. I Disown 

them from my all moveable and 

immovable Properties. Anybody 

deal with them at their own Risk. 

I, Ashok Kumar S/o 

Dharam Pal #695, Sector 16-D, 

Chandigarh Declare that my son 

Sandeep Kumar Verma his wife 

Priyanka Verma are out of my 

control. I disown them from my 

movable immovable property. 

Anybody dealing with them at 

their own risk. 

I, Chunni Lal S/o Tara 

Chand R/o Village Raipur, P.O. 

Daun, Tehsil & District: S.A.S. 

Nagar, declare that my son 

Rakesh is out of my control. So, I 

disown him from my moveable 

and immovable property. 

I, Basanti Devi W/o Late 

Shanker Lal, R/o House No. 

126/B, Railway Colony, Ambala 

Cantt., Distt. Ambala Haryana, 

declare that after my sons death 

my daughter in law Aruna (Aged 

39 Year) is out of my control. So I 

disown Aruna from my all 

Movable / Immovable Properties. 

In future if any person dealing 

with her will be at their own risk. 

I, Sukhwinder Singh S/O 

Makhan Singh R/O Village Mugo 

Sohi, Po Pakharpura, Amritsar 

Have Declare That My Son 

Navjot Singh And His Wife 

Harpreet Kaur Are Out Of My 

Control. I Disinherit Them From 

My All Movable And Immovable 

Properties Anybody Deal With 

Them Is His Own Risk And 

Responsibility. 

I, Surender Kumar S/o Sh. 

Kali Ram R/o Vill. Palri Khurd, 

Tehsil Rai, Distt. Sonipat has 

disowned my son Amit Kumar & 

his wife Priya from my all 

movable-immovable property as 

they are out of my control. In 

future, if anybody deals with 

them, he/she will do at their own 

risk. 

I, Bohti W/o Late Tulsi Ram 

R/o Village Sarai Sukhi, 

Postoffice Haripur, Tehsil 

Shahabad, District Kurukshetra, 

have evicted my son Ran Singh, 

his wife Rekha from all my 

movable immovable properties 

as, they are out of my control. 

Anybody dealing with them at 

their own risk. 

I, Naresh  Kumar, S/o  Shri 

Satpal Grover, R/o H. No. 

3042/2, Kaziwara  Ambala city, 

inform that my Daughter  Riya is 

out of control of me and my 

family. So I disown her from all 

my movable and immovable 

property. I and my family will not 

be responsible for any kind of 

transaction or legal or illegal work 

done by her. 

We Ram Khilawan S/o 

Sh.Manohar lal and Sunita Rani 

W/o Ram Khilawan, R/o 280, 

Village Saketri Panchkula 

declare that our son Sushil his 

wife Usha Devi both are out of 

our control, so we disown them 

from our all movable /immovable 

properties, Anybody dealing with 

them at their own risk and 

responsibility. 

I, Sudesh Devi W/o Late Sh. 

Ramesh Kumar R/o H.No. 532/9 

Ward No. 21, Vishal Nagar 

Rohtak - 124001 declare that my 

son Vinit Hooda is out of my 

control. So I disown him from my 

all moveable/immoveable 

properties. Any body dealing with 

him at their own risk. I or my 

family are not responsible for any 

type of their acts. 

I, Rekha Rani W/o Malik 

Kumar village Bodhni tehsil 

Pehowa district Kurukshetra my 

husband Malik Kumar who is out 

of earshot of us and does not 

listen to us, hence we break the 

relation with him. In future any 

transaction and good deeds done 

by him will be canceled. He 

himself will be responsible for 

bad deeds. We and any other 

member of our family will have 

nothing to do with it. 

I, Amro Devi W/o Late 

Chitar Ram R/o Acharya Mohalla 

Tehsil Pehowa Distt.Kurukshetra 

My Daughter in Law Soniya W/o 

Late Shivsagar and My Two 

Grandson Vardan And Dimanshu 

is out of my control. I, disown 

them from our all  moveable and 

immoveable properties. If 

anybody deals with them at his 

own risk. 

I, Kirpal Singh S/o Late 

Sh.Nanak Singh Resident of 

House No. 2220, Sector 37-C, 

Chandigarh inform that my son 

Ranjit Singh and his wife 

Manpreet Kaur and their 

children's Ranveer Singh and 

Gurfateh Kaur out of my control. I 

disown them from all my 

moveable and Immovable 

Properties. Anybody deal with 

them at their own Risk. 

I, Neetu Bala Kumari D/o 

Shri Bakshi Ram resident of 

House No. 120 Ambika Colony 

Tehsil and District Jalandhar 

declare that I  have disowned my 

son Sahil Dhir  from all my 

moveable and immoveable 

properties with immediately effect 

due to out of control and not 

faithful towards me . Whosoever 

shall deal with him shall be held 

responsible for any kind of Act, 

Deed & Dealings related to them. 

म�, कम�वीर पु� �. चंदगी राम 

िनवासी गांव िघलौड, िजला रोहतक 

अपने ह� से �ान करता �ं िक म  

अपने पु� योगेश व पु�वधू सीमा को मेरे 

व मेरे प%रवार के कहने-सुनने से बाहर 

होने पर अपनी सम' चल-अचल संपि( 

से बेदखल करता �ं। भिव, म- इनसे 

लेन- देन करने वाला /01 �यं 

िज2ेवार होगा, मेरी व मेरे प%रवार की 

कोई िज2ेवारी नही ंहोगी । 

I, Harpreet Singh s/o 

Kuldeep Singh R/o Vill Kohlian 

PO Dinanagar Distt Gurdaspur 

(Pb) declare that in school record 

of my daughter, her name has 

been wrongly written as Ashnoor 

Chouhan. Her correct name is 

Ashnoor Kaur. Concerned note. 

I, Dilbag Singh Bal S/O 

Narinder Singh R/O Village Daud 

Tehsil Baba Bakala, District 

Amritsar Punjab have declared 

that on my Son Gaganajit 

Singh's tenth class marksheet 

my name is  written Dilbag Singh 

but my real and correct name is 

Dilbag Singh Bal. All concerned 

note it. 

I, Rekha Devi wife of 

Sh.Sanjeev Kumar resident of 

Shop no.84 New Anaj Mandi 

Gohana Tehsil Gohana Distt 

Sonipat Haryana hereby declare 

that in my matriculation 

certificate my name written as 

Rekha Devi but my real & correct 

name is Rekha Singhal. Rekha 

Singhal is written in all 

documents. In future I would be 

known as  Rekha Singhal in all 

govt. & Semi-govt. 

Organisations. 

We,  Poonam Devi W/o 

Sanjay Lohan & Sanjay Lohan 

S/o  Rajpal Singh R/o Ward No. 

7, Near Badi Chopal Narnaud 

Distt. Hisar have declared that 

our son Vikash Lohan 

Educational Document 

mentioned Our name Poonam & 

Sanjay But our Actual & Correct 

Name Poonam Devi & Sanjay 

Lohan. Vide affidavit dated 

11.06.2024 attested by Notary 

public Narnaud 

I, Badri Singh S/o 

Mahabeer Singh R/o House no. 

1428 Rajiv Colony, Sector -17 

Panchkula, declare that some 

documents in my Date of birth 

01.12.1954 Wrongly Mention. 

whereas my Actual data of birth 

is 01.12.1964. 

I, Kamala Devi mother of 

Army No. 15703483M L/Hav 

(TTC) Kuldeep Kharra Residing 

at Village & Post Office Bharni 

PS-Ringus Tehsil-Shri Madhopur 

Distt. Sikar State Rajasthan Pin 

Code-332715 for all future 

purpose shall be known as 

Kamla Devi. 

I Manjit Kaur W/o Gurdeep 

Singh R/o Village Deon, Teh. & 

Distt. Bathinda declare that My 

name is Manjit Kaur on my 

Aadhaar card and PAN card, 

while my name is Bhinder Kaur 

on my 10th and 10+2 certificates. 

My mother Jarnail Kaur had 

made a fixed deposit from State 

Bank of India Branch Bhalaiana 

on 9-7-2018 in which my name 

Bhinder Kaur is mentioned as 

nominee. Both Manjit Kaur and 

Bhinder Kaur are my names. All 

responsibility in this regard will 

be my own. 

I, Balbinder Singh S/o 

Karam Singh R/o Ward No. 10, 

Amloh Road, Guru Nanak Nagar, 

Khanna Tehsil Khanna {Distt. 

Ludhiana} declare that in some 

documents my name has been 

mentioned as Balbinder Singh 

but in Revenue Record my name 

is mentioned as Binder Singh. 

That Balbinder Singh and Binder 

Singh is one and same person. 

That Above said both names are 

mine. 

I, Ashalata Nayak legally 

wedded spouse of No. 

15796458X Rank NK Name 

Hrudaya Nath Nayak Presently 

residing at village Tulasi Padara 

(D.Ambatha) Post office J. B. 

PUR , Distt.Ganjam (Odhisha), 

Pin-761013 declare that I have 

changed my name  from 

Ashalata Nayak to  Ashalata 

Lenka  vide Affidavit  dated 11-

06-2024 

I, Ramesh Varri S/O  Varri 

Devudu Resident Of Ramavaram 

- Village, Gantyada – Mandal, 

Vizianagaram (Dist), Andhara 

Pradesh - State, Pin - 535215,  I 

Have Changed Name Of My 

Daughter From  Tejasvini (Old 

Name) To Varri Tejaswini (New 

Name) Vide Affidavit Dated  11 

Jun 2024 Sworn Before Notary 

Sat Pal, Pathankot.   Please 

Correct It. 

I, No 15714822f Rank L Nk 

Name Vaghela Bharatji Mansangji  

Resident Of - Village, Saklana, Po 

– Dhota, Tehsil – Vadgam, Distt –

Banaskatha, State – Gujarat, I 

Have Changed Name Of My Son 

From  Purvanagsinh  (Old Name)  

To  Vaghela Purvanagsinh 

Bharatji (New Name) Vide 

Affidavit Dated  11 Jun 2024 

Sworn Before Notary Sat Pal, 

Pathankot.   Please Correct It. 

It is for general information 

that I, Saurabh Jain S/o Ramesh 

Kumar Jain R/o # 263-A, Ajit 

Nagar, Patiala, Punjab-147001 

declares that the name of my 

father has been wrongly written as 

Raj Kumar Jain in my Passport 

No. L8347646. The actual name 

of my father is Ramesh Kumar 

Jain, which may be amended 

accordingly. 

I, Paramjeet S/o Ronki Ram 

R/o V.P.O. Safilpur, Tehsil 

Bilaspur, Distt Yamunanagar 

states that in my son Haridas 10th 

class CBSE certificate my name is 

written as Paramjeet Pal, which is 

incorrect. While my correct name 

is Paramjeet.   

It is for general information 

that I, Amardeep Kundra S/o Sh. 

Avinash Chander R/o Formerly at 

WX-253 E Basti Nau, Jalandhar 

(PB) India Now at WX- 204 E, 

Basti Nau Jalandhar Punjab India 

declare that the name of my wife 

has been wrongly written as Mani 

in my passport bearing No 

E0313777. The actual name of 

my wife is Sunita Kundra which 

may be amended respectively. 

I, Simar Bhatia D/o 

Parminder Pal Singh Bhatia R/o 

House No. 486, Phase-9, 

Sector-63, S.A.S. Nagar 

(Mohali), Punjab-160062 declare 

that I have changed my name 

from Simar Bhatia to Simar Kaur 

Bhatia for all intents & purposes. 

It is for general information 

that I Rajesh Kumar S/o Shri 

Sardari Lal residing at 8326 GF, 

Jhungian Road, Aman City 

Sunny Enclave, near Maxim 

Merry School, Nine Homz Aman 

City, Kharar, SAS 

Nagar(Mohali), Punjab 140301 

declares that name of my wife 

has been wrongly written as 

Sanju Bala in my Passport No- 

B3847552. The actual name of 

my wife is Sunita Rani 

respectively which may be 

amended accordingly. 

I, Babita Rani W/o Late 

Naveen Kumar, R/o Model Town, 

H.No.41, Gali No-2, 4 Marla 

Quarter Pathankot, Tehsil & 

District Pathankot, Have 

Changed My Name From Babita 

Rani To Babita After Marriage, 

Kindly Note.  

I, Anju Arora W/o Parvesh 

Chander Arora R/o H.No. 514, 

Sukhdev Nagar Tehsil & Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

changed the name of my minor 

daughter from Yesenia to 

Yesenia Arora. Concerned note. 

I, JC-380535X Sub Sudesh 

Kumar R/o VPO Shamlo Kalan 

district jind Haryana my Service 

record my son's name is Ankit 

Kumar Malik my son's Ankit 

Kumar is correct name. 

I, Jasvir Singh S/o  Babu 

Singh, House 327, Village 

Kajheri Chandigarh have 

changed my name to Jasbir 

Singh. 

I, No-2517327K Rank Sep. 

Subhash-13 Punjab (Jind) Inf Bn 

GP C/O 56 APO declare that in 

the Dependent Identity Card and 

other places of my army records 

my mother name is wrongly 

entered as Kaushalya Devi. But 

the correct name of my mother is 

Kaushlya Devi. Need to be 

correction in army records. 

I, Shamiksha Yadav D/o 

Bhola Prasad R/o H. no. 418/2, 

Sector 41-A, Chandigarh have 

changed my name to Samiksha 

Yadav. 

I, Ali Raja S/o Abdul Gani, # 

829, Phase-2, Chandigarh have 

changed the name of my minor 

daughter from Sabra Ali to 

Shabra Ali. 

I, Satish Kumar S/o Late 

Dina Nath Kakra R/o #2204, 

Sector-15, Panchkula (Haryana) 

have changed my name from 

Satish Kumar to Satish Kumar 

Kakra. 

I, Muskan Goel D/o Sh. 

Surender Kumar Goel R/o H.No. 

93, Sector 04, Part-2, Karnal 

have changed my name from 

Muskan to Muskan Goel for all 

future purposes. 

I, Surender Kumar S/o Sh. 

Om Parkash Goel R/o H.No. 93, 

Sector 04, Part-2, Karnal have 

changed my name from 

Surender Kumar to Surender 

Kumar Goel for all future 

purposes. 

I, JC 294336A Nb Sub 

Mukhtayar Singh S/o Sh. 

Gurdas Singh R/o V.P.O. Barna, 

Tehsil Thanesar District 

Kurukshetra declare that in my 

service record my wife's name is 

wrongly written as Paramjit Kaur 

instead of Parmjeet Kaur. Note 

all concerns.  

I, Swaraj Chaudhary w/o  

Sh. Anil Saroha R/o  H. No. 260, 

Model Town, Sonipat, both the 

names Swaraj Chaudhary and 

Swaraj Saroha are my names i.e. 

the names of the same woman/ 

person. In future, I will be known 

as Swaraj Chaudhary. 

I, Ranjeet Singh S/o 

Bakshish Singh R/o H. no. 1252-

A, Opp. PNB Bank, Vishnu Nagar, 

Jagadhri Workshop, Tehsil 

Jagadhri, Distt Yamuna Nagar 

declare that in my father all 

documents my father name 

mentioned as Bakshish Singh, 

which is correct. In future my 

father name called from the name 

of Bakshish Singh. 

I, Ranjeet Singh S/o 

Bakshish Singh R/o H. no. 1252-

A, Opp. PNB Bank, Vishnu Nagar, 

Jagadhri Workshop, Tehsil 

Jagadhri, Distt Yamuna Nagar 

declare that in my all documents 

my name written as Ranjeet 

Singh, which is correct. In future 

my name called from the name of 

Ranjeet Singh. 

I, Jyoti Kumari  Spouse of  

Pradip Mishra   R/o #516-A, 

Sector 31-A, Chandigarh have 

changed my name from Jyoti 

Kumari to Jyoti Mishra vide 

Affidavit Dated 11-06-2024 before 

Notary, Distt. Court  Chandigarh. 

I, Anita Mishra Spouse of  

Ajit Kumar R/o #village milki, 

Narahi, District Ballia, Uttar 

Pradesh have changed my name 

from Anita Mishra to Anita Devi 

vide Affidavit Dated 11-06-2024 

before Notary, Distt. Court  

Chandigarh. 

I, Birendra  Singh  Father of 

Sushil Kumar Singh R/o #461, 

Sector 31-A Chandigarh have 

changed my name from Birendra  

Singh to Birendra Kumar Singh  

vide Affidavit Dated 11-06-2024 

before Notary, Distt. Court  

Chandigarh. 

I, Manju Devi Mother of 

Sushil Kumar Singh R/o #461, 

Sector 31-A Chandigarh have 

changed my name from Manju 

Devi to Manju Sinha vide Affidavit 

Dated 11-06-2024 before Notary, 

Distt. Court  Chandigarh. 

I, hitherto known as Harshit 

S/O Rameher Singh residing at 

Village Dhanauri, District Kaithal, 

Haryana-136027 have changed 

my name and I shall hereafter be 

known as Harshit Singh. It is 

certified that I have complied with 

other legal requirements in this 

connection. 

I, hitherto known as Krishna 

Nagpal D/O Pokhar Dass And 

W/O Darshan Kumar Munjal 

residing at Near Dhaulla Darwaja, 

Siwan, District-Kaithal, Haryana-

136033 have changed my name 

and I shall hereafter be known as 

Krishna Devi. It is certified that I 

have complied with other legal 

requirements in this connection. 

I, Suman W/O Ranjha Ram 

R/O Village Sienh Tehsil Guhla 

District Kaithal Haryana have 

changed my name from Suman 

Devi to Suman. 

I, Sushama Rani (Aadhar 

947869170509) W/o Pawan 

Kumar, R/o H.No.253/ 1, Masita 

House, Thanesar, Kurukshetra 

(Canara Bank Account 

No.82502200012817), have 

changed my name from Shashi 

Bala to Shuhama Rani whearas 

both the names are same person. 

I, Promila W/o Balwan 

Singh, Village Kaserla Kalan,  

Tehsil Barara, Distt. Ambala, do 

hereby solemnly affirm and 

declare that I have changed my 

name Promila to Promila Devi. 

I, Kuldip Kaur W/o Surjeet 

Singh R/o H.No. 79, Silver Estate, 

Sultanwind Canal, Amritsar, 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Kuldip Kaur to Kuldeep Kaur. 

I, Ravel Singh S/o Bakhsees 

Singh R/o 10/328, Gagar Wala, 

Majitha Road, Amritsar, Punjab 

have changed my minor son's 

name from Prithviraj to Prithviraj 

Singh. 

I, Harkirat Kaur D/o Gurdial 

Singh Sandhu W/o Bikramjit 

Singh Bajwa R/o 16, Holy City 

Orchard, Holy City, Amritsar, 

Punjab- 143008 have changed 

my name after marriage from 

Harkirat Kaur to Harkirat Bajwa. 

I, S.B Sohan Singh S/o Hari 

Singh R/o H.No. 44, Gali No. 5, 

Jagdambay Colony, Batala Road, 

Amritsar, Punjab has changed my 

name from S.B Sohan Singh to 

Sohan Singh. 

I, Upasana Gambir W/O 

Deepak Kapoor R/O 41, Kennedy 

Avenue, Amritsar Have Changed 

My Name From Upasana Gambir 

To Upasana Kapoor  

I, Kawaljit Kaur W/O 

Sukhwinder Singh R/O 275, Kale 

Road, Ghanupur Chheharta Tehsil 

And District Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From Kawaljit 

Kaur To Kawaljeet Kaur 

I, Mandip Kaur Wife Of 

Lovepreet Singh Resident Of 

Village Mari Samra Po Bhikhiwind 

District Tarn Taran Have Changed 

Her Name To Mandeep Kaur 

I, Sukhwinder Jit Singh S/O 

Kulbir Singh R/O Ramdewali 

Musalmana, Matewal Amritsar 

Rural 143119 Punjab India Have 

Changed My Name Sukhwinder 

Jit Is My Given Name And Singh 

Is My Surname 

I Gurjit Singh S/O Joginder 

Singh R/O Vpo Chatenpura Teh 

Ajnala Distt Amritsar Punjab Have 

Changed My Name From Gurjit 

Singh To Gurjeet Singh 

I, Kushpreet Singh S/O 

Gurdev Singh R/O Vpo 

Sangatpura Tehsil Ajnala District 

Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name Kushpreet Is My Given 

Name And Singh Is My Surname 

I, Mohinder Singh S/O 

Ujaggar Singh Resident Of 

H.No.476, Bhatti Niwas, Modern 

Colony, Chheharta, Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From 

Mohinder Singh To Mohinder 

Singh Bhatti. 

I, Gurbinder Singh S/O 

Mohinder Singh Bhatti Resident 

Of H.No.64, New Ranjitpura, Gali 

Dr. Marwaha Wali, G.T. Road, 

Chheharta, Amritsar, Have 

Changed My Name From 

Gurbinder Singh To Gurbinder 

Singh Bhatti. 

I, Tajinderpal Singh S/O 

Nirvair Singh R/O 822/7, Kot Atma 

Singh, Gali No.1, Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name Tarjinderpal Is 

My Given Name And Singh Is My 

Surname 

I, Ashwani Kumar S/O 

Mohal Lal R/O 93, Kot Khalsa, 

Roade Shah Colony, Amritsar 

Have Changed My Son’s Name 

From Sahil To Sahil Kumar 

I, Ranjodh Singh S/O 

Joginder Singh R/O Vpo 

Harchowal Tehsil Batala District 

Gurdaspur Have Changed My 

Name Ranjodh Is My Given Name 

And Singh Is My Surname 

I, Gurjant Singh S/O Ajit 

Singh R/O Vill Diyalpura Tehsil 

Patti District Tarn Taran Have 

Changed My Name Gurjant Is My 

Given Name And Singh Is My 

Surname 

I, Pardip Kaur W/O Paramjit 

Singh R/O H.No.101-C, Main 

Bazar, Rajinder Nagar, G.T Road, 

Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name From Pardip Kaur To 

Pardeep Kaur 

I, Harjinder Singh And 

Arvinder Singh S/O Gurcharan 

Singh R/O 1304, Boli Assa Singh 

Road, Lakkar Mandi, Jalian Wala 

Bagh  Amritsar Have Declare That 

Above Both Name’s Are Mine One 

And Same Person 

I, 15601544L Spr Kartar 

Swapnil Prabhakar Unit 439 Engr. 

C/O 56 Apo Have Changed My 

Mother’s Name From Shubhangi 

Prabhakar Katkar To Balutai 

Prabhakar Katkar 

I Talbir Singh Gill Son Of 

Harjit Singh R/O H.No. 12, S.G. 

Green, Majitha Road, Amritsar 

Punjab. Have Changed My Name 

To Talbir Singh. 

I Gurjinder Kaur Gill Wife Of 

Talbir Singh R/O H.No. 12, S.G. 

Green, Majitha Road, Amritsar 

Punjab. Have Changed My Name 

To Gurjinder Kaur. 

I Kanvarjeet Kaur Gill 

Daughter Of Talbir Singh R/O 

H.No. 12, S.G. Green, Majitha 

Road, Amritsar Punjab. Have 

Changed My Name To Kanvarjeet 

Kaur. 

I, Punit S/O Dharam Chand 

Sharma R/O H.No.72, Lane No.2, 

Gokal Nagar Majitha Road, 

Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name From Punit To Puneet 

Sharma 

I, Dharam Chand S/O 

Chhajju Ram Sharma R/O 

H.No.72, Near Gopal Mandir, 

Saint Sai School Wali Gali, Abadi 

Gokul Nagar, Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From Dharam 

Chand To Dharam Chand Sharma 

I, Mohinder Kaur W/O 

Balwinder Singh R/O Vpo Wadala 

Kalan, Amritsar Have Changed 

My Name From Mohinder Kaur To 

Maninder Kaur 

I, Shilpa Sharma W/O Amit 

Sharma R/O H.No.67, Housing 

Board Colony Green Avenue, 

Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name From (Old Name) Shilpa To 

Shilpa Sharma (New Name) 

I Baljeet Kaur W/O Harpal 

Singh R/O H.No.2027, Gali Banke 

Behari, Sandhu Colony, Batala 

Road, Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name From Baljeet Kaur To Baljit 

Kaur. All Please Note. 

I, Harpal Singh S/O 

Balwinder Singh R/O Vpo 

Dashmesh Nagar, Lola, Tehsil 

Baba Bakala District Amritsar 

Have Changed My Name Harpal 

Is My Given Name And Singh Is 

My Surname 

I Seema Kundra W/O Vinod 

Kumar Khanna R/O Ward No.14 

Jain Mohalla Tarn Taran Have 

Changed My Name To Seema. 

I, Varshaben Ashok Kumar 

Chaudhari W/o Neeraj Choudhary 

R/o D-401, Bhawalpur 

Appartment, Plot No. 30, Dwarka, 

Sector-6, South West Delhi, Delhi-

110075 have changed my name 

to Varsha for all future purposes. 

I, Amandeep Kaur D/o Jagjit 

Singh R/o VPO-Chak Ramun, 

Tehsil-Banga, SBS Nagar, 

Punjab-144504 have changed my 

name to Amandeep Kaur Natt. 

I, Gobinda S/o Harbilas R/o 

VPO-Khan Khana, Nawanshahr, 

Distt-SBS Nagar, Punjab-144509 

have changed my name to 

Gobinda Dehar. 

I, Karamjit S/o Vijay Kumar 

R/o H No-3/B 9A Green Road, 

New Model Town, Phagwara, 

Kapurthala, Punjab-144401 have 

changed my name to Karamjit 

Basra. 

I, Gurvinder Singh Saini S/o 

Mahema Singh R/o Village Dheru 

Majra, Postoffice Umri District 

Kurukshetra, have changed my 

name Gurvinder Singh Saini to 

Gurvinder Singh. In future call me 

as Gurvinder Singh. 

I, Kusum W/o Pawan Kumar 

R/o Village Kaulapur Tehsil 

Thanesar District Kurukshetra, 

have changed my name from 

Kusum to Kusum Devi. 

I, Singh Lakhwinder S/o 

Ajaib Singh R/o H.No. 147 Street 

No. 4, Jandli District Ambala, 

declare that I am known by two 

names: Singh Lakhwinder and 

Lakhwinder Singh. 

I, Ankit S/o Suresh Kumar 

R/o Village Jhinwarheri, Tehsil 

Thanesar, District Kurukshetra, 

have changed my name from 

Ankit to Ankit Saini. 

I, Pankaj Kumar S/o Ratan 

Lal Bansal R/O H.No. C-9/11, 

Sec-4, Eldeco Estate one, 

Panipat declare that I have 

changed my name from Pankaj 

Kumar and Pankaj Kumar Bansal  

to Pankaj Bansal. In future I 

should be known as Pankaj 

Bansal. 

I, Babali w/o Chander Mani 

r/o Mullana  Distt Ambala declare 

that I have changed my name 

from Babli Devi to Babali. Plz 

correct in my passport. 

I, Bhushan Sharma S/o 

Roshan Lal Resident of House no. 

1311/1, Ward No. 2, Mohalla Khari 

Kui, Near Durga Mandir, 

Sadhaura, Distt. Yamuna Nagar, I 

have changed my name from 

Bhushan Kumar to Bhushan 

Sharma. All concerned note. 

I, Taranjit Kaur w/o Sh. 

Narender Singh R/o Vill - Chholi, 

Tehsil - Bilaspur, Distt.Yamuna 

Nagar declares that in my 

daughter's passport my name 

wrongly mention as Taranjit kuar. 

I have changed my name from 

Taranjit  Kuar to Taranjit kaur. 

I, Prevej S/o Toyyab Hussain 

R/o VPO Amadalpur Distt. 

Yamuna nagar.have changed my 

Name from Parvej W/o Tayab 

Hussain To Prevej S/o Toyyab 

Hussain. 

I, Sonia Devi W/o Nar Dev 

Kumar R/o Vill Fatehgarh,Distt. 

Yamuna Nagr.have changed my 

Name from Sonia To Sonia Devi. 

I Jasminder Singh s/o Sher 

Singh Maan #916/11, Friends 

Colony, Manav Chouk, Ambala 

City have changed my name from 

Jasminder Singh to Jasminder 

Singh Maan. Please note. 

I, Surinder Kumar Birwal, 

Adhar Card No.683561720048, 

S/0 Jita Ram, R/o H. No. 434/1, 

Chandana House, Ward No. 26, 

Bank Colony, Patti Chaudhry, 

Kaithal, District Kaithal, Informs 

that, in some documents my 

name is Surinder Kumar Birwal, 

but in some documents is 

Surinder Kumar. Now I have 

changed my name as Surinder 

Kumar. Call me Surinder Kumar in 

future. 

I, Alisha Babbar wife of 

Rakesh Oberai House No. 

694/11, Near Mahavir Mandir, 

Panipat have changed my name 

from Alisha Babbar to Alisha for all 

future purposes. 

I, Pradeep Singh S/o Late 

Sh. Mehar Singh R/o H. No. 396, 

Village Nangal Kheri, tehsil & Distt 

Panipat. have changed my name 

from Pradeep Singh S/o Sh. 

Mehar Singh Kadiyan to Pradeep 

Singh S/o Late Sh. Mehar Singh 

for all future purposes. 

I, Gobind Kalra S/o late Sh. 

Jagan Nath Kalra R/o 93/160, 

Virat Nagar-l, Panipat, hereby 

declare and confirm that all my 

Identity Cards are in name of 

Gobind Kalra while my earlier 

education certificates were in 

name of Gobind Rai Kalra and 

accordingly same was entered in 

passport of my wife Anu Kalra but 

declining my earlier name, I must 

be known as Gobind Kalra only in 

each & every module. 

I, Sakshi W/o Sh. Arun Garg 

R/o H. no 964, Sector 12, HUDA, 

Panipat declare that I have 

changed my name from Sakshi to 

Sakshi Garg for all future 

purposes. I should be known as 

Sakshi Garg. 

I, Arun S/o Sh. Ramrattan 

Garg R/o H. no 964, Sector 12, 

HUDA, Panipat declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Arun to Arun Garg for all future 

purposes. I should be known as 

Arun Garg. 

I, Kewal  Krishana S/o Late 

Munshi Ram R/o H.No-1110 

Kaziwara Ambala City have 

changed my name from Kewal 

Krishana to Kewal Krishan  

I, Monika Rani W/o Naresh 

Kumar R/o Village Dhanaura  

Tehsil Barara DIstt Ambala  have 

changed my name from Monika  

Rani  to Monika Sethi. 

I, Ghanshyam Chauhan  

S/o Sh. Ramjeet Chauhan R/o 

H.No- S-8/108, D.I.G Colony 

,Varanasi &  Presently Address 

H.No-912, Sec-9, Ambala  City 

have changed my minor 

daughter’s name from Divya 

Chauhan to Medha Chauhan. 

I, Balvinder Kaur W/o Sh. 

Gurdeep Singh R/o H.No- 603, 

Geeta Nagari Ambala  City have 

changed my name from Balvinder 

Kaur Saini to Balvinder Kaur. 

I, Meenu W/o Gourav Kumar 

R/o H.No- 644/1, Nahan House, 

Ambala City have changed my 

minor daughter’s Name from 

Samridhi to Samridhi Chandhok.  

I, Meenu W/o Gourav Kumar 

R/o H.No- 644/1, Nahan House, 

Ambala City have changed my 

minor daughter’s Name from 

Prapti  to Prapti Chandhok.  

I, Rishi Kumar S/o Sh. Vijay 

Bhargav  R/o H.No- 2004/3 

khattarwara,  Ambala City have 

changed my name from Rishi 

Kumar  to Rishi Bhargav. 

I, Paramjeet S/o Yad Ram 

R/o H.No- 15048/1 Ward No-70, 

Street No-1, Guru Arjun Dev 

Nagar, Dholewal Ludhiana 

Millerganj, Punjab 141003 have 

changed my name from Paramjit 

to Paramjeet. 

I, Jasbir Kaur Handa W/O 

Jaswinder Singh R/O  Vpo. Nalvi 

Distt. Kurukshetra I Have 

Changed My Name Jasbir Kaur. 

I, Anil Nasha S/o Sh. Amir 

Chand Nasha R/o SCF 25, 

Jambeshwar Market, Gali Head 

Post Office, Hisar (Haryana) 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Anil Kumar to  Anil  

Nasha  for all future purposes. 

I, Ruchi Nasha W/o Sh. Anil 

Nasha R/o SCF 25, Jambeshwar 

Market, Gali Head Post Office, 

Hisar (Haryana) declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Ruchi to Ruchi Nasha for all future 

purpose. 

I, Jaspal S/o Sh. Ram 

Saroop, R/o #House No. 240, 

Village–Kaimbwala, Chandigarh. 

That I have changed my name 

from Jaspal to Jaspal Singh. 

I, Jaswir Kaur Grewal W/o 

Ranjeet Singh, Dadheri, 

Fatehgarh Sahib, have changed 

name to Jaswir Kaur.  

I,  Mahinder Kumar S/o  

Harnam Chand  R/o  Dhani Kot 

Chand, Sajrana Tehsil & Distt. 

Fazilka, declare  that in my 

Passport No.J3660250, my name 

written as Mahinder Pal S/o 

Harnam Dass, whereas my 

correct name is Mahinder Kumar 

S/o  Harnam Chand for all 

purposes. 

I Harvinder Singh S/O 

Chanan Singh, Residents Of  Vpo 

Nangal Lubana, Tehsil Bholath, 

Distt. Kapurthala (Punjab) Have 

Changed My Name From 

Harvinder Singh To Harwinder 

Singh Concerned Please Note. 

I, Shaveta Arora W/o Ashish 

Sharma R/o H.No.565/5, Bazar 

Mai  Sewa, Near Golden Temple, 

Amritsar have changed my name 

from Shaveta Arora to Shweta 

Arora 

I, No. 14933869P Hav 

Bhagwan Singh resident of Dera 

No. 2, Isankhedi, Mehidpur, Ujjain, 

Madhya Pradesh-456443 now at 

15 MECH INF C/o 56 APO have 

changed my son’s name from 

Pranchi to Prachi vide affidavit no. 

IN-PB24523215020291W dated 

11-06-2024, before Notary Public, 

Amritsar. 

I, Jiwti Devi is mother of No. 

JC-424133H NB/SUB Sugreev 

Prasad resident of Village Khunta, 

Po Bahorawan, District Ballia, 

Uttar Pradesh-221716 now at 15 

MECH INF, have changed my 

name from Jiwti Devi To Jaiuti 

Devi and date of birth from 06 

JAN 1956 to 01 JAN 1955 vide 

affidavit no. IN-

PB24523993492282W dated 

11-06-2024, before Notary Public, 

Amritsar. 

I, Ravita Dass w/o Ritesh 

Dean R/o H.no.470 Medical 

enclave, Circular Road Near 

Chattri Wali Kothi Amritsar Have 

changed my name from Ravita 

Dass to Ravita 

I, Ramandeep Singh S/O 

Baljinder Singh R/O 236-A Ward 

No 6 Gali Machine Wali Near Devi 

Dwara Mandir Rajasansi Amritsar 

143101 Have Changed My Name 

To Ramandeep Singh Sidhu. 

I, Bhavini Jain D/o Manish 

Jain R/o H.No. 28, Aggarsain 

Colony, Hisar (Haryana) have 

changed my name from Bhavini to 

Bhavini Jain for all purposes in 

future. 

I, Tejbir Singh Chahar S/o 

Sh. Sudhan Singh R/o H.No.29, 

Sector 13 Part-II, Hisar Haryana 

declare that I have change my 

name from Tejbir Singh to Tejbir 

Singh Chahar. In future I will be 

known with the name of Tejbir 

Singh Chahar of all purposes.  - 

Deponent 

I, Karan Yuvraj S/o Ved 

Bhushan Mahajan, # 799, Jatta 

Wala Mohlla, Manimajra, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name to Karan Mahajan. 

I, Ranjodh Singh S/o Sukha 

Singh R/o Village Dusain, Tehsil 

Pundri, Distt. Kaithal (Haryana) 

declares that in my Passport No. 

K9115969 my name is written as 

Ranjaudh Singh but my correct 

name is Ranjodh Singh which is 

written in all my other documents.  

I, Pardeep Kumar Wadhwa 

s/o Roshan lal R/o  Sri Muktsar 

Sahib, Punjab-152026Have 

Changed my Name to  Pardeep 

Wadhwa all concern note it. 

I, Hinna Wadhwa w/o 

Pardeep Kumar  R/o  Sri Muktsar 

Sahib, Punjab-152026Have 

Changed my Name to Heena 

Wadhwa all concern note it 

I, Mukesh Gulati S/o 

Harbans Lal Gulati R/o House No. 

1146, Sector 37B, Chandigarh 

have changed my name from 

Mukesh Gulati to Mukesh Kumar 

Gulati 

I, Prasanjeet Kaur Johar   

W/o Sh.Rajesh Souran  Rlo 

House no. 29 A, Gurjivan Vihar 

Dhakoli SAS Nagar Mohali 

Punjab, have changed my name 

from Prasanjeet Kaur Johar to  

Prasanjeet Kaur. 

I Nirmal Singh S/o Darshan 

Singh R/o village Bara Gaon Distt. 

Karnal have changed the name of 

my son from Harshdeep to 

Harshdeep Singh. In future, he 

should be known and known as 

Harshdeep Singh. 

I hitherto known as 

Parvinderpal Kaur Brar W/o 

Nahar Singh residing at 

Tharajwala , Teh. Gidderbaha 

Dist. Sri Muktsar Sahib Pin Code 

152101 have changed my name 

and shall hereafter be known as 

Parvinderpal Kaur.   It is certified 

that I have complied with other 

legal requirements in this 

connection. 

I hitherto known as Nahar 

Singh Brar S/o Mohinder Singh 

residing at Tharajwala , Teh. 

Gidderbaha Dist. Sri Muktsar 

Sahib Pin Code 152101 have 

changed my name and shall 

hereafter be known as Nahar 

Singh. It is certified that I have 

complied with other legal 

requirements in this  connection. 

I, Kuldeep Kumar Sharma 

S/o Munshi Ram R/o House No. 

3122, FF, Sector 32 D, 

Chandigarh-160030 do hereby 

solemnly affirm and declares that 

I want to change the name of 

minor son Shaurya aged 15 years 

from Shaurya to Shaurya 

Vashisht. It is certified that I have 

complied with other legal 

requirements in this connection. 

My name is Sukhwinder 

Singh son of Ram Kishan Singh 

Village Namada Post Office 

Gajewas Tehsil Samana District 

Patiala I certify that in my 

document father's name was 

written as Ram Kishan which was 

wrong, now I have corrected it and 

it is correct in all Document. Name 

has been registered. Document. 

My father's name is written as 

Ram Kishan Singh in my 

documents. which That's right 

thank you 

I, Sanjay Kumar S/O Shiv 

Kumar R/O #58, Part 01, Village 

Dharamgarh Tehsil Dera Bassi 

Distt SAS Nagar Mohali Have 

Changed My Name From Sanjay 

Kumar Sanju To Sanjay Kumar. 

I, Ankur Khanna S/o Sh. 

Kesar Dass R/o 1157 Sector 2 

Rohtak declare That I have 

changed my name from Ankur 

Khanna to Ankur in future I will be 

called by the name of Ankur for all 

purposes. 

I, Kamal Kumar Bansal S/o 

Sh. Mahabir Prashad R/o 877/23 

DLF Colony Rohtak  declare That 

I have changed my name from 

Kamal Kumar Bansal to Kamal 

Bansal. In future I will be called by 

the name of Kamal Bansal for all 

purposes. 

I, Afzal Ali S/o Sh. Rishal 

Ddin R/o House No. 4563, Gali 

No. 02, Vakil Colony, Hansi, Teh. 

and Distt. Hisar, Haryana declare 

that I have changed my name 

from Afzal Ali to  Vinod  Kumar  for 

all future purpose. 

I, Bachitar Singh S/O Surjan 

Singh R/O Village Beharjuchh 

Tehsil Patran, Distt Patiala Have 

Changed My Name From 

Bachittar Singh To Bachitar Singh. 

I, Kartic Chopra S/O 

Mohinder Pal Chopra R/O Hlno. 

1104, Gandhi Colony, Rajpura, 

Distt Patiala Have Changed My 

Name To Kartik Chopra. 

I, Amardeep Singh S/o Ajeet 

Singh  Vpo. Chammu Kalan  Distt. 

Kurukshetra, Have Changed My 

Given  Amardeep Surname  

Singh. 

I, Gurpreet Kaur D/o Late 

Sh. Kewal Singh R/o Village 

Banur, Ward No.1, 24 Fojy 

Colony, Tehsil & District SAS 

Nagar, (Mohali) Punjab have 

changed my name from Gurpreet 

Kaur to Gurwinder Kaur. 

I,  Harbir Kaur  D/o Sh. Datar 

Singh R/o House No. 793, Phase-

4, SAS Nagar (Mohali), Punjab 

have changed my name from  

Harbir Kaur to Harbir Kaur Singh.  

I, Neelam Kumari W/o Sh. 

Dinesh Kumar R/o West Ram 

Nagar, Sonipat, Haryana have 

changed my name from Neelam 

to Neelam Kumari for all future 

purposes. 

I, Charanjeet Kaur W/o 

Napinderjeet Singh R/o Sher Gill, 

Behal, Bhunerheri, Patiala 

(Punjab) have changed my name 

from Charanjit Kaur to Charanjeet 

Kaur. 

I, Kanchan Tiwari wife of 

15614018L Rank: Hav. Name: 

Dharm Shil Tiwari Unit: 14 Guards 

C/o 56 APO, resident of Rohua, 

Rohuan, Ballia, UP, 277211 

declare that in my husband's 

service record my name wrongly 

mentioned Kanchan but my 

correct name is Kanchan Tiwari. 

I, Neha w/o Sh. Sushil Kumar 

R/o 2019, Block-D, Omaxe City, 

Sec-18, Sonipat declare that 

Neha & Neha Nirwal both name 

are one same person. 

I Pramila Yadav, Spouse of 

No. 15153176L, Hav (GNR) Ravi 

Shankar Yadav Unit 197 Fd Regt 

(Kargil) Resident of Village Ghasi 

Das Nagar Near Hanuman Mandir 

(Bhilai) Ward No. 15, PO I E 

District Durg State Chhattisgarh 

Pin 490026 have changed my 

name from Parmeela Devi to 

Pramila Yadav Vide Affidavit 

Dated 11 June 2024 before at 

Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Viresh Kumari Is Mother 

Of Neeraj Singh Of Unit 23 Mech 

Regt C/O 5P6 APO Residing At 

Nagala Karay, Mankenda, Agra 

State Uttar Pradesh Pin 283102 

Have Changed My Name From 

Viresh Kumari To Viresh Devi Vide 

Affidavit Dated 11 June 2024 

Before At Notary Ferozepur. 
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Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann, after hold-

ing a meeting with the Ministers
and senior officials from the
Power Department on Tuesday,
emphasized the Government’s
commitment to providing a
minimum of eight hours of
uninterrupted power supply to
the farmers as the paddy season
kicks off in the state.

During the meeting, which
included Finance Minister
Harpal Singh Cheema, Power
Minister Harbhajan Singh ETO,
Chief Secretary Anurag Verma,
among others, all aspects of the
power supply were thoroughly
discussed. Mann assured that the
government is fully prepared to
meet the power demands of the

farmers during the crucial paddy
planting season.

“The State Government will
ensure a minimum of eight
hours of uninterrupted power
supply to the farmers. We are
committed to this promise and
will work tirelessly to fulfill it,” he
said.

To further support agricul-
tural activities, canal water has
been released in six districts —
Sri Muktsar Sahib, Fazilka,
Ferozepur, Faridkot, Mansa, and
Bathinda. The Government has
also urged farmers to maximize
the use of canal water, high-
lighting that the canals have been
cleaned and are ready for use.

The state’s Agriculture and
Farmers’ Welfare Department
has released a notification detail-
ing the paddy planting schedule.
According to the schedule,

planting has begun in Malwa
region, including districts or Sri
Muktsar Sahib, Faridkot, Mansa,
Bathinda, Fazilka, and
Ferozepur. The rest of the state
will commence paddy planting
from June 15. This year's sched-
ule is an advancement compared
to the previous year, where
planting started on June 16 in
Malwa and June 21 in the
remaining districts.

Highlighting the state’s ded-
ication to ensure regular power
supply, Mann noted that the food
growers of Punjab have signifi-
cantly contributed to the coun-
try's self-reliance in food pro-
duction. “The State Government
has made comprehensive
arrangements to meet the power
demand during the paddy sea-
son, which exceeds the antici-
pated demand by the Punjab

State Power Corporation Limited
(PSPCL).”

He directed the PSPCL and
Punjab State Transmission
Corporation Limited (PSTCL)
to ensure round-the-clock
power supply during the sum-
mer and paddy season.

To effectively address
power-related complaints, the
state has also established a 24x7

complaint redressal mechanism
with adequate manpower.
Additional personnel have been
deployed to handle the
increased workload during the
paddy season.

Mann emphasized that
complaint centers have been
strengthened to ensure farmers
receive prompt responses to
their grievances.
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In a firm reiteration of the
Punjab Government’s zero-

tolerance stance on corruption,
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann on Tuesday issued a
stern warning to the youth
against falling prey to fraudsters
promising government jobs in
exchange for money.

The call to vigilance comes
in the wake of a significant
breakthrough by the state
Vigilance Bureau, which
recently apprehended two
police officers who defrauded
102 individuals of over Rs 26
lakh under the guise of secur-
ing government employment.

Mann, in his virtual
address of about six minutes,
gave a message to the state’s
youth seeking government jobs
and their parents asking them
not to fall prey to fraudsters
who dupe people by seeking
money for government jobs,
while claiming that the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) led State
Government has already given
more than 43,000 jobs to the
youth “purely on merit”.

“Go prepare for exams,
appear in exams, and if you got
good marks, no one will take

away a government job from
you…you will get the job on
the basis of merit,” he said to
the state’s young boys and girls.

Mann emphasized the
severe impact of corruption on
the future of Punjab’s youth.
“Corruption has shattered
many dreams,” he said, high-
lighting the recent arrests as a
testament to his administra-
tion's commitment to rooting
out such malpractices. The
Chief Minister recounted how
the Vigilance Bureau, acting on
a complaint received through
the anti-corruption helpline,

successfully ensnared the cor-
rupt officers in a sting opera-
tion, catching them red-hand-
ed. “Vigilance has arrested
two cops who had duped 102
people by extracting more
than Rs 26 lakh from them on
pretext of securing job to
them,” he said, making star-
tling revelations.

Assuring the public of his
Government’s unwavering ded-
ication to maintaining a cor-
ruption-free administration,
Mann encouraged anyone
approached for bribes in
exchange for job placements to

report the incident immedi-
ately to the Vigilance Bureau,
or the anti-corruption helpline
while assuring that their iden-
tities would remain confiden-
tial.

Urging the youth to stay
vigilant, Mann warned against
the deceitful practices of those
running job rackets. “These
fraudsters exploit the aspira-
tions of our youth,” he cau-
tioned, emphasizing that the
Punjab Government’s recruit-
ment processes are transparent
and based solely on merit.

Highlighting the successful
bust of the job scam operation,
which had been active since
2021, the Chief Minister
praised the Vigilance team's
efficiency. He proudly declared
that under his leadership,
Punjab is witnessing an era of
honest governance where cor-
ruption finds no refuge.

For those seeking to report
corrupt activities, Mann pro-
vided the anti-corruption
helpline number 9501200200,
reassuring that all complaints
would be handled with utmost
confidentiality. “Together, we
can eradicate this menace,” he
concluded, calling for public
support in the fight against
corruption.
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Hry man climbs atop
mobile tower in Chd;
Brought down after 5 hours
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The Chandigarh Police on
Tuesday managed to rescue

a man five hours after he
climbed atop a mobile phone
tower in Sector 17 with a
demand to meet Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann to
“resolve his property dispute”.
The man, identified as Vikram,
is a native of Jind in Haryana.
He reportedly climbed the
tower around 8 am.

Jind resident Vikram
climbed atop a 125-ft-high
mobile tower and insisted on
meeting CM Mann for the
resolution of his land dispute.
Five hours later, police man-
aged to convince him to come
down. He was brought down
with the help of a skylift ladder.

Chandigarh Deputy
Superintendent of Police
Gurmukh Singh said infor-
mation was received around
8.30 am that a man had

climbed atop the mobile tower
in Sector 17. A fire brigade and
an ambulance were deployed
near the spot, he said.

According to DSP, Vikram,
a resident of Jind district, is
embroiled in a land dispute in
Punjab's Mansa district and
claimed that no action had
been taken on his complaint.
The police team repeatedly
requested Vikram to come
down but he refused to budge
from his demand to meet the
chief minister, Singh said.

The DSP said he spoke to
Vikram on the phone and told
him that he had spoken to the
officer on special duty to the
Punjab chief minister and his
issue would be resolved. Singh
also assured to take Vikram to
the chief minister's residence.

Around 1.30 pm, Vikram
finally heeded the police
request and agreed to come
down. He was taken for a
medical checkup, Singh said.
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With the 2027 Punjab
assembly polls in mind,

the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
has made a strategic move by
inducting Ravneet Singh Bittu
— three-time former MP, a
prominent Sikh face with a
considerable support among
the Hindus, and having a sig-
nificant political legacy — in the
Union Cabinet despite facing a
resounding defeat in the recent-
ly-concluded Lok Sabha elec-
tions.

To bolster its position in
Punjab, especially after witness-
ing a significant increase in its
vote share despite drawing a
blank, the saffron party’s deci-
sion to make Bittu a Minister is
aimed at wooing the state’s sub-
stantial Sikh and Hindu popu-
lation, estimated to be about 60
percent and 38 percent, respec-
tively. Notably, Bittu had been
MP thrice — representing Sri
Anandpur Sahib in 2009, and
Ludhiana twice in 2014 and
2019 — as a Congress member.

Having switched to BJP
ahead of polls, Bittu failed to
retain his seat, losing to his
f r iend-turned-opp onent
Amarinder Singh Raja Warring,
the state Congress president, by
20,000 votes.

Having a significant pedi-
gree, Bittu is the grandson of the
late Beant Singh, Punjab’s former
Chief Minister credited with
ending terrorism in the state.
Beant Singh’s tenure saw signif-
icant anti-terrorism efforts, cul-
minating in his assassination in
a 1995 bomb blast orchestrated
by Khalistan supporters. His sac-
rifice is remembered fondly by
many Punjabis, particularly
within the 38.5 percent Hindu
community who have tradi-
tionally supported his family. By
appointing Bittu, the BJP is eye-
ing to tap into this enduring
legacy.

In fact, in the recent Lok
Sabha elections also, Bittu
prominently displayed his
grandfather's images on hoard-
ings and banners during his
campaign. The BJP is also aim-
ing to evoke this legacy to con-
nect with the electorate.

Prominently a Sikh-domi-
nated state with its demograph-
ic landscape featuring a 60 per-
cent Sikh majority, induction of
Bittu — a turbaned Sikh — is a
calculated move by the saffron

party to forge closer ties with this
significant voter base. The deci-
sion is seen as a counter-narra-
tive to the accusations of BJP
being anti-Punjab, signaling a
commitment to Sikh represen-
tation and rural outreach.

Notably, in the 2024 elec-
tions, the BJP’s vote share in
Punjab has noticed an impres-
sive upsurge overtaking its old
ally and the state’s only region-
al party, the Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD). Notwithstanding the
various challenges the party
leaders face, in terms of massive
farmers’ protest, banning entry
in rural areas, among others,
BJP’s vote share witnessed an
increase from around nine per-
cent in 2019 to 18.56 percent in
2024 Lok Sabha polls. On the
other hand, SAD’s share plum-
meted from 27.45 percent to
13.42 percent.

Notably, only four of BJP’s
13 candidates lost their deposits,
compared to 10 out of 13 SAD
candidates. The party finished
second in three of the total 13
seats and third in six others.
BJP’s improved electoral per-
formance underscored the BJP’s
growing foothold in the state,
further bolstered by the recruit-
ment of prominent leaders from
Congress and SAD.

In addition, Bittu’s induction
is also a forward-looking strat-
egy with an eye on the 2027
Punjab Assembly elections.
Despite not winning any Lok
Sabha seats in Punjab this time,
the BJP is focused on expanding
its base and preparing for future
electoral battles. The party has
systematically integrated influ-
ential figures such as former
Chief Minister Capt Amarinder
Singh, former Punjab Congress
chief Sunil Jakhar, and others
into its fold, setting the stage for
a robust campaign in the
upcoming state elections.

Bittu’s name has been select-
ed ahead of other notable figures
such as Preneet Kaur – former
Union Minister and wife of for-
mer Chief Minister Capt

Amarinder Singh; Taranjit Singh
Sandhu – a former diplomat,
Parampal Kaur Sidhu – a former
IAS officer, to be part of the
Union Cabinet.

Political observers main-
tained that the move is primar-
ily aimed at projecting Bittu as
the party’s face in Punjab, and
probably as its Chief Ministerial
candidate for 2027 polls.
Following Navjot Singh Sidhu’s
departure from the BJP, the
party lacked a prominent Sikh
face in Punjab. Although the BJP
allied with Capt Amarinder
Singh, his advancing age has
limited his political activity.
Bittu’s induction addresses this
leadership void and positions the
BJP as a strong contender
against SAD.

Currently, Bittu is neither a
Lok Sabha nor a Rajya Sabha
member, and with the BJP’s lim-
ited presence in the Punjab
Assembly, securing a Rajya
Sabha seat for him locally is chal-
lenging. The party may nomi-
nate him from Haryana, where
the BJP holds power and has an
impending Rajya Sabha vacan-
cy following Deepender Hooda’s
Lok Sabha victory from Rohtak.

With approximately two
and a half years to the 2027
Assembly elections, the BJP
views Bittu, who has served as
a three-time Congress MP from
Anandpur Sahib and Ludhiana
and as the president of Punjab
Youth Congress, as a youthful
and dynamic leader. BJP lead-
ership believed that, if aligned
with the party’s ideologies, Bittu
can serve as a long-term asset for
the party in Punjab.

By integrating Bittu into
the Union Cabinet, the BJP is
not just making a political state-
ment but strategically position-
ing itself to harness legacy,
engage the Sikh population,
bridge leadership gaps, and
build a robust future leadership
framework in Punjab.
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As Bittu took over the

charge as the Minister of State
(MoS) for Food Processing
Industries and Railways, the
saffron party’s decision to elevate
a defeated leader reflects a
broader strategy aimed at the
party's prospects in future. By
enhancing the state’s infrastruc-
ture and addressing key agri-
cultural issues via these two cru-
cial ministries, BJP is hoping to
strengthen its foothold in
Punjab. Bittu’s appointment is a
calculated move to prepare the
party for future electoral success,
focusing on development and
employment to win over the
electorate.

As the MoS for the two
departments, crucial to Punjab,
Bittu will collaborate with
Cabinet Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw in Railways and
Chirag Paswan in Food
Processing Industries. Bittu’s
appointment mirrors the port-
folio held by Shiromani Akali
Dal’s Harsimrat Kaur Badal dur-
ing Modi’s previous term.

For agrarian state like
Punjab, the Food Processing
Department is crucial. Punjab
ranks second in wheat and rice
production and first in per capi-
ta milk availability. The state is
also a major producer of kinnow
and honey, ranking second and
third respectively. Bittu’s role in
this department will directly
connect him, or say the BJP, with
70 percent of Punjab’s popula-
tion involved in agriculture,
potentially boosting the saffron
party’s influence among the
farmers.

Northern India has a sig-
nificant railway industry, and
Punjab houses the Rail Coach
Factory (RCF) at Kapurthala —
a major contributor to railway
manufacturing. Bittu’s focus on
this sector is expected to create
numerous employment oppor-
tunities. Also, the proposed
high-speed rail project between
Amritsar and Delhi, spanning
approximately 465 kilometers,
will drastically reduce travel
time and enhance connectivity
not only within Punjab but also
with Haryana.

Additionally, the
Chandigarh-Rajpura railway
line, approved in 2016 but yet to
see the light of the day, holds
potential for significant employ-
ment opportunities for the peo-
ple in the tricity area and other
states. The railway department,
last held by the former Congress
leader and former Chandigarh
MP Pawan Kumar Bansal, has
now returned to this part of the
region.
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Asserting that Congress vote
percentage has increased

significantly in the recently
concluded Lok Sabha Elections,
former Chief Minister and
senior Congress leader
Bhupinder Singh Hooda on
Tuesday said that INDI Alliance
is functional only at the nation-
al level, ruling out the possibil-
ity of any alliance for the assem-
bly elections later this year.

He said the Congress did
not “need an alliance with any
party for fighting Assembly
elections in the state as it is
capable of fighting the elections
alone.”  As part of the seat-shar-
ing arrangement of the INDIA
bloc during Lok Sabha Election,
the Congress conceded the
Kurukshetra Lok Sabha seat to
AAP but its candidate Sushil
Gupta lost to industrialist
Naveen Jindal of the BJP. The
Congress contested nine seats
and won five--Rohtak, Sirsa,
Hisar, Sonipat and Ambala,

with the BJP winning the other
five.

Talking to reporters in
Chandigarh, Hooda, the Leader
of Opposition in the Assembly,
said that the people of Haryana
had reduced the BJP to half in
the Lok Sabha elections, and the
party will be completely wiped
out in the assembly elections.
The vote percentage of
Congress had shown a signifi-
cant increase in the Lok Sabha
elections in Haryana. “The
party has received full support
of all communities. In com-
parison to all the states, INDIA
Alliance has got the highest 47.6
percent votes in Haryana.
Compared to the last Lok Sabha
elections, the votes of the
Congress alliance have
increased by about 20 percent
while the votes of BJP have
decreased by 12 per cent.
Congress has taken the lead in
46 assembly segments,” he said.

The Senior Congress leader
said after the crushing defeat in
the Lok Sabha elections, and

fearing a complete washout in
the Vidhan Sabha elections,
BJP has now remembered the
free plots scheme of 100 yards,
started during the Congress
government. “The scheme was
started during the Congress
government, and free plots of
100 yards were distributed to
about four lakh poor, SC and
OBC families,” he said.

The Congress party had
planned to give these plots to
more than 7 lakh families of the
state, but the BJP stopped this
scheme as soon as it came to
power. Due to this, some of the
beneficiary families could not
get possession allotted by
Congress. For 10 years, the BJP
kept the beneficiaries deprived
of the plots. By stopping this
scheme, the BJP snatched the
right of 100 square yards plots
from more than 3 lakh families.
The BJP should apologize to all
the poor, SC and OBC families
for this,” he said.

BJP entangled the public in
the web of portals like Parivar

Pehchan Patra and Property ID,
as about 90 to 95 per cent flaws
were found in it. Therefore,
Congress has announced that
all unnecessary portals will be
abolished after the formation of
the government,” he promised.

Hooda said that BJP is
continuously eliminating per-
manent jobs, reservation for SC
and OBC. “This is the reason
why permanent recruitments
are not being done for the 2
lakh vacant posts in the state,
and these posts are being filled
through Kaushal Nigam. There
is no transparency in Kaushal
Nigam, no provision of merit
and no reservation,” he said.

He also spoke about the
power shortage in the state. He
said the public is constantly fac-
ing a severe shortage of elec-
tricity and water. “As soon as the
elections were over, the gov-
ernment started imposing long
power cuts. Now it is being said
that the state will have to buy
2000 MW of additional elec-
tricity,” he said.
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Ahead of the onset of mon-
soon season, Haryana Chief

Minister Nayab Singh Saini on
Tuesday instructed officials to
complete flood prevention
preparations by June 30. Last
year, Ambala and Kurukshetra
districts suffered significant
flood damage. He also empha-
sized to ensure the completion
of works of short-term schemes.

Presiding over a meeting of
Irrigation and Water Resources
Department on flood regarding
preparations for flood preven-
tion, Saini said that the work of
soil filling should be started
immediately to strengthen the
embankments of canals and
drains. With paddy plantation
scheduled to begin after June 15,
waterlogged fields pose chal-
lenges for soil lifting. In addi-
tion, land owners' fields also do
not remain vacant.

He issued a stern warning
to officials, indicating that those
responsible for any repeat of last

year's flood incidents will face
consequences. The department
should hire as many JCBs as
necessary to remove the silt
from the canal.He said that the
villages of Harda-Hardi,
Shergarh, Chandpura, Shahpur,
Hemamajra, Rampur Sassedi of
Ambala, Jhaansa, Jalbehra of
Kurukshetra and Guhla Cheeka
of Kaithal were badly affected.
This time, if floods happen due
to negligence in the preparations
being done before the monsoon,
then strict action will be taken
against those responsible.

During the meeting, it was
informed that 320 flood-prone
hotspots had been identified,

and short-term schemes had
been devised accordingly. To
date, 44 schemes have been suc-
cessfully completed, with work
ongoing on 179 schemes.

Expressing urgency, the
Chief Minister said that due to
time constraints, the remaining
work must be expedited by the
department with utmost
urgency. He directed officials to
establish a portal for uploading
daily reports on all flood-relat-
ed tasks being undertaken
before the monsoon. A video
should be made by taking the
village sarpanch along and
uploaded on this portal which
he would personally oversee.

The Chief Minister said
that on Wednesday, Irrigation
and Water Resources Minister
Dr. Abhe Singh Yadav,
Commissioner and Secretary of
the Department Pankaj
Agarwal, and Advisor to the
Chief Minister Bharat Bhushan
Bharti will visit flood-prone
areas in Ambala, Kurukshetra,
and Kaithal districts to assess the
situation and compile a report.
He gave clear instructions that
flood prevention measures
should be visibly implemented
on the ground and he himself
would personally review the
preparations on June 13.
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In the interest of workers of
the Haryana Building and
Other Construction Welfare
Board, Saini also directed the
officers of the Labour
Department to immediately
release pending funds for
toolkits, bicycle schemes, and
sewing machines. Besides this,

he has also directed the officers
to create a new scheme to pro-
vide health benefits to con-
struction welfare board work-
ers similar to those of ESI.  He
gave these directions while
chairing a meeting with officers
of the Labour Department.
Industries and Commerce and
Labour Minister Mool Chand
Sharma also attended the meet-
ing. Saini also directed that
pending death claims of work-
ers should be immediately
processed to provide financial
aid to poor families. He said
that the grant given for the
marriage of workers' daughters
under the board should be
provided three days before the
marriage to offer financial ben-
efit.
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Saini directed the officers
to convene a joint meeting of

the officers from the
Department of Social Justice,
Empowerment, Welfare of
Scheduled Castes and
Backward Classes and
Antyodaya Department
(SEWA), and the Higher
Education Department at the
earliest to release the pending
amount of the post-matric
scholarship for Scheduled
Caste students from the previ-
ous year. Additionally, from
this year onward, the scholar-
ship amount should be dis-
bursed at the time of admission
to prevent students from facing
financial difficulties in contin-
uing their education.

In the meeting with the
officers concerned, it was
informed that under the Post-
Matric Scholarship Scheme,
Scheduled Caste students with
an annual family income of less
than Rs. 2.5 lakhs are eligible to
apply. This scheme is imple-
mented in a 60:40 ratio
between the central and state
governments.
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To raise awareness about the
hazards of drug abuse and

to mobilize community action
against this issue, Haryana
Police, in collaboration with the
Narcotic Control Bureau (NCB)
under the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA), has launched
the 'Drug-Free India' fortnight
campaign from June 12 to June
26. The campaign will culmi-
nate on June 26, marking the
International Day Against Drug
Abuse and Illicit Trafficking, a
spokesperson of the Haryana
Police said on Tuesday.

The spokesperson said that

the NCB Chief Satya Narayan
Pradhan has emphasized the
importance of this campaign in
a letter to all states. The
Haryana State Narcotics
Control Bureau (HSNCB) and
district police units will under-
take a series of activities to
engage and educate the public.
Under the e-pledge drive, cit-
izens will be encouraged to
electronically commit to a
drug-free lifestyle. Educational
sessions will be held in schools,
colleges, and community cen-
ters to spread knowledge about
the dangers of drug abuse,
prevention strategies, and sup-
port mechanisms for those
affected by addiction. Public

rallies will be organized across
various districts to visibly
demonstrate the collective
resolve against drug abuse.
Simultaneously, a robust social
media campaign will target
the younger demographic,
spreading the anti-drug mes-
sage across popular online
platforms.

Shatrujeet Singh Kapur,
Director General of Police,
Haryana, said, “We urge every-
one to take the e-pledge to
show their commitment
against drug abuse. This col-
lective action will demonstrate
our united resolve to fight this
menace and build a healthier,
safer community.”



CHANDIGARH | WEDNESDAY | JUNE 12, 2024 04

I, Kamlesh, Mother Of 

No.3011829k Nk Vivek Tomer 

Unit 17 Rajput C/O 56 APO 

Residing At Village And Post 

Sirsali, Tehsil Baraut, District 

Baghpat , State U.P, Pin 250645, 

India Have Changed My Name 

From Kamlesh Devi To Kamlesh 

And Change Date Of Birth From 

22-07-1958 To 01-01-1956 Vide 

Affidavit Dated 11 June 2024 

Before At Notray Ferozepur. 

I, Anupama Spouse Of 

No.3011829k, Nk, Vivek Tomer 

Unit 17 Rajput C/O 56 APO 

Residing At Village And Post 

Sirsali, Tehsil Baraut, District 

Baghpat, State U.P, Pin 250645, 

India, Have Changed My Name 

From Anupama Tomer To 

Anupama Vide Affidavit Dated 11 

June 2024 Before At Notray 

Ferozepur. 

I Sukhvinder Singh S/o 

Avtar Singh R/o Lakho ke Behram 

Distt. Ferozepur have changed 

my name from Sukhwinder Singh 

to Sukhwinder Singh. 

I Surinder Singh Sidhu Son 

of Balvir Singh Resident of Village 

Dona Mattar District Ferozepur 

have Changed my name to 

Surinder Singh. 

I Ramanjit Kaur wife of 

Surinder Singh Resident of 

Village Dona Mattar District 

Ferozepur have Changed my 

name to Ramanjeet Kaur.  

I Balvir Singh Kaura s/o 

Sadhu Singh Resident of Basti 

Kartarpur Vpo Lohgarh District 

Ferozepur have Changed my 

name to Balbir Dingh. 

I, Sunil Chaudhary S/o 

Vishwamitter R/o H.No.115, 

Sodal Nagar, Jalandhar, Punjab 

have changed my name from 

Sunil Chaudhary to Sunil Kumar. 

I, Gopal Ram is father of No. 

15626746X L/Hav Ramkrishn, 

serving in unit 4 Guards (1 

Rajput) C/o 56 APO have change 

my name from Gopal Ram to 

Gopal Ram Sahu. 

I, Kamini Satiza w/o 

Lakshay Dhingra r/o H.No. 

381/15, Near New Sabji Mandi, 

Panipat, Haryana have changed 

my name Kamini Satiza  to 

Kamini. 

I, Ashok Kumar S/o Hans 

Raj R/o H.No. C/41, Near Primary 

School, New Beant Nagar, 

Jalandhar, Punjab have changed 

my name from Ashok Kumar to 

Ashok Gherra.  

I, Sukhdev Singh Daudhar 

S/o Gurnam Singh R/o VPO. 

Chitti, Distt. Jalandhar-144028, 

Punjab have changed the spelling 

of my surname from Sukhdev 

Singh Daudhar to Sukhdev Singh 

Daudher. 

I, Narinder Kaur Daudhar 

W/o Sukhdev Singh R/o VPO. 

Chitti, Distt. Jalandhar-144028, 

Punjab have changed the spelling 

of my surname from Narinder 

Kaur Daudhar to Narinder Kaur 

Daudher. 

I, Steevan S/o Shinder Pal 

R/o Vill. Ali Chak, P.O. Basti 

Guzan, Jalandhar have changed 

my name from Steevan to 

Steevan SIdhu.   

I, Bijay Kumar Singh father 

of Devesh Kumar Singh resident 

of Vill. Shahjadpur, Distt. 

Bhagalpur, State Bihar-813108 

have changed my name from 

Bijay Kumar Singh to Vijay Kumar 

Singh and date of birth from 01-

07-1951 to 01-01-1950 vide 

Affidavit dated 11/06/2024 before 

Executive Magistrate Jalandhar, 

(PB). 

I, hitherto known as 

Bhupinder Singh Phull S/o Avtar 

Singh R/o H.No. 54, A. S Villa, 

Near Doli Palace, Kala Sangha 

Road, Basti Sheikh, Jalandhar-

144002, Punjab have changed 

my name and shall hereafter be 

known as Bhupinder Singh. 

I, hitherto known as Amarjit 

Kaur Phull D/o Mangal Singh W/o 

Bhupinder Singh R/o H.No.54, 

A.S Villa, Near Doli Palace, Kala 

Sangha Road, Basti Sheikh, 

Jalandhar-144002, Punjab have 

changed my name and shall 

hereafter be known as Amarjit 

Kaur. 

I Satnam Singh Brar S/O 

Gurmel Singh R/O Vpo. 

Ramuwala Distt. Bathinda Have 

Changed My Name To Satnam 

Singh. 

I Sandeep Singh Saund S/O 

Surjit Singh R/O Dayalpura Bhai 

Ka Distt. Bathinda Have Changed 

My Name To Sandeep Singh. 

I Karamjeet Kaur Brar W/O 

Nishan Singh Brar R/O Vill. Burj 

Ladha Singh Wala Distt. Bathinda 

Have Changed My Name To 

Karamjit Kaur Brar. 

I Virpal Kaur W/O Gurmeet 

Singh R/O Vpo. Aulakh Distt 

Faridkot Have Changed My 

Name To Veerpal Kaur. 

I Paramjit Singh Sidhu S/O 

Bikkar Singh R/O Vpo. Mallah 

Tehsil Jagraon Distt. Ludhiana 

Have Changed My Name To 

Paramjit Singh. 

I Narinder Singh S/O 

Bachitar Singh R/O H.No.-20, 

New Shastri Nagar Tehsil And 

District Hoshiarpur Punjab Have 

Changed My Minor Son’s Name 

From Vishwas To Vishwas Singh. 

I, Parmjit Kaur W/O 

Rajinder Kumar R/O Village 

Maruli Brahmanan Tehsil And 

District Hoshiarpur, Punjab Have 

Changed My Minor Daughter’s 

Name From Muskan To Muskan 

Kaur. 

I, Sarabjit Kaur W/O Dalip 

Kumar R/O Vill. Sherpur Golind, 

P.O. Nainowal Jattan District 

Hoshiarpur (Punjab) Have 

Changed My Name From Sarabjit 

Kaur To Sarbjit Kaur.  

I Rachhpal Singh Jaggo 

Potte S/O Lakhvir Singh R/O 

Khuni Massit Road Moga Tehsil & 

Distt. Moga (Pb) 142001 Have 

Changed My Name To Rachhpal 

Singh 

I Kuldeep Kaur W/O Amarjit 

Singh Dhanjal R/O 17-B, 

Khothran Road, Shaheed Bhagat 

Singh Nagar, Phagwara, District 

Kapurthala Have Changed My 

Name As Kuldeep Kaur Dhanjal. 

I Sarabjit Kumar S/O Sat 

Pal R/O Vpo Dhesian Kahna, 

Tehsil Phillaur, District Jalandhar 

Have Changed My Name From 

Sarabjit Kumar To Sarbjit Kumar. 

I Mandeep Singh S/O 

Manjinder Singh R/O New 

Dashmesh Nagar, St.No. 2, Moga 

Have Changed My Name To 

Mandeep Singh Gill. 

I Mukhtiar Kaur W/O 

Harjinder Singh R/O Vpo. Sulhani 

(Ferozepur) Have Changed My 

Name From Mukhtiar Kaur To 

Sukhwinder Kaur. 

I Veerpal Kaur W/O 

Manpreet Singh R/O Vpo. Gill 

(Ferozepur) Have Changed My 

Name To Veerpal Kaur Ghuman. 

I Vikas Kumar S/O Raj 

Kumar R/O H.No.-847 Ward No.-

10 Shanti Nagar Jandu Wali Gali 

Moga Have Changed My Name 

To Vikas Kaura. 

I Renu Bala W/O Vikas 

Kaura S/O Raj Kumar R/O H.No.-

847 Ward No.-10 Shanti Nagar 

Moga Have Changed My Name 

To Rajni Kaura After Marriage.  

I Mandeep Singh S/O Dyal 

Singh R/O Hotel Navdeep 

Shaheed Bhagat Singh Markit 

Moga Have Changed My Name 

To Mandeep Singh Manni. 

I Rajni W/O Mandeep Singh 

R/O Hotel Navdeep Shaheed 

Bhagat Singh Markit Moga Have 

Changed My Name To Rajni 

Manni. 

I Shalini Jhanwar W/O Amit 

Karwa R/O H.No.-706 St.No.-10 

New Geeta Colony Moga Have 

Changed My Name To Shalini 

Karwa.  

I, Sahil Nischal S/o Ramesh 

Kumar R/o WS-107, Sattra 

Mohalla, Basti Sheikh, Jalandhar 

that my daughter Drishti Nischal 

minor child that I declare that I 

have change surname Drishty 

Nischal (Nischal as Surname) 

I, Suman Rani  w/o Sh. 

Rakesh Tiwari R/o, H.No. 3268, 

Back Side Sadar police chonki, 

Kali Mata Mandir, Sadar Bazar, 

Karnal (Haryana) have changed 

My Name Suman Tiwari to 

Suman Rani . My name will be 

known as Suman Rani in future. 

I, Rakesh Tiwari S/o Sh. 

Ramesh Chand Tiwari R/o, H.No. 

3268, Back Side Sadar police 

chonki, Kali Mata Mandir, Sadar 

Bazar, Karnal (Haryana) have 

changed My Minor son name 

Anirudh to Anirudh Tiwari. My 

name will be known as Anirudh 

Tiwari in future. 

I, Jasbir Singh resident of 

Village- Sabhra, Tehsil- Patti, 

District- Tarn Taran, State- 

Punjab, Pin-143416, have 

changed my Mother name from 

Harjander Kour to Harjinder Kaur 

Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB23735726818640W dated 08 

June 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Sukhwinder Singh 

resident of Village- Pangdour, 

Tehsil- Samba, District- Samba, 

State- Jammu & Kashmir, Pin-

184121, have changed my 

Daughter name from Baljeet Kaur 

to  Baljeet Kour Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB23738976457013W 

dated 08 June 2024 before notary 

public Pathankot 

I, Ashwini spouse of 

No.2808569K Sep Lokare Amol 

Sahadev resident of Village- 

Dehugaon, Post- Dehugaon, 

Tehsil- Haveli, District- Pune, 

State- Maharashtra, Pin-412109, 

have changed my name from 

Ashwini to Ashwini Amol Lokare 

Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB23734814945703W dated 08 

June 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Devinder Kour spouse of 

No.JC-432042N Sub Devinder 

Singh resident of Village- Kainkh 

Jagir, Post- Kainkh Jagir, Tehsil- 

Akhnoor, District- Jammu, State- 

J&K, Pin-181201, have changed 

my name from Devinder Kaur to 

Devinder kour Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB23470848755767W 

dated 07 June 2024 before notary 

public Pathankot 

I, Smt Vandana legal wife of 

JC-432763X Sub Devinder Singh 

resident of VilI : Bohra, PO : 

Bohra, Tehsil : Palampur, Distt : 

Kangra, (HP) 176087, have 

changed my name from Bandana 

to Vandana Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB21737016254762W dated 02 

June 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I Kumar Narinder S/o Ram 

Nariyan R/o Lakkar Mandi VPO 

Barara Tehsil Barara Ambala that 

I have changed my name from 

Narinder Kumar to Kumar 

Narinder and surname to Kumar . 

Concerned note 

I Jyoti W/o Parveen Kumar 

R/o Janakpuri Colony VPO 

Barara Tehsil Barara Ambala 

Haryana that I have changed my 

name from Jyoti Mehndiratta to 

Jyoti . Concerned note 

I Kumar Parveen S/o 

Krishna Lal R/o Janakpuri Colony 

VPO Barara Tehsil Barara 

Ambala Haryana that I have 

changed my name from Parveen 

Mehndiratta to Kumar Parveen 

and surname to Kumar . 

Concerned note 

I, Army No-15347796X, 

Rank- Hav Name-Kailash Singh 

Presently Posted At Unit: 70 Engr 

Regt C/o 56 APO Permanent 

Address: House No: 3, 22 Fit 

Road,Near Hp Petrol Pump,Rajiv 

Colony, Ballabgarh, 

Faridabad,Haryana-121004 

Declare that I have changed the 

name of my Daughter from 

Kasish To Kashish. Vide Affidavit 

No: RD 0021735877, 

Dated:11/06/24 

I, Maturkar Bhavna is 

legally Wedded Spouse of Army 

No: 6506419P Rank: Sep Name-

Maturkar Mehul Kishore Bhai 

Presently Residing At Unit: 603 

ASC BN (AM) C/o 56 APO Pin-

905603, Chandigarh Declare that 

I have changed My Name from 

Maturkar Bhavna to Bhavna 

Mehul Maturkar. Vide Affidavit 

No:RD 0021735872, Dated: 

11/06/24 

I, Anil Kumar Bansal S/o 

Farangi Lal Bansal R/o H.No 338, 

Sector 12A Panchkula Haryana 

134109, Now I have changed my 

name from  Anil Kumar Bansal to 

Anil Bansal 

I, Navdha D/o Anil Bansal 

R/o H.No-47, Bachittar Nagar, 

Patiala Punjab -147001, Now I 

have changed my name from 

Navdha to Navdha Bansal 

I Parampal Kaur Grewal 

W/o Komalpreet Singh R/o Vpo 

Chogawan Rupowali Distt 

Amritsar Punjab India have 

changed my name to Parampal 

Kaur Randhawa (After marriage) 

I Simarjeet Kaur W/O 

Inderjeet Singh Hehar R/O Heran 

(Ludhiana)Have Changed My 

Name Simarjeet Kaur Hehar. 

I Jagtar Singh Rai S/O 

Jagroop Singh R/O Raikot 

(Ludhiana) Have Changed My 

Name Jagtar Singh. 

I Surinder Kaur Kalsia W/O 

Om Parkash W/No 08 Krishna 

Colony Dasuya Distt Hoshiarpur 

Have Changed My Name 

Surinder Kaur Kalsia To Surinder 

Kaur. 

I Om Parkash Kalsia S/O 

Amar Nath W/No 08 Krishna 

Colony Dasuya Distt Hoshiarpur 

Have Changed My Name Om 

Parkash Kalsia To Om Parkash. 

I, Gurpreet Singh S/o 

Joginder Singh R/o Mian Wind, 

Mian Wind, Po. Rayya (Tarn 

Taran) have changed my name 

from Gurpreet Singh to Gurpreet 

is my given name and Singh is my 

surname. 

I, Mohinder Singh Saharan 

S/o Gurdial Singh R/o H.No. 53 

W.No. 23 Street Mistrian Wali 

Near Akalsar Gurudwara Sahib 

Moga (Moga) have changed my 

name to Mohinder Singh. 

I, Kuljit Singh S/o Kirpal 

Singh R/o Sekhon Colony, 

Samana, Tehsil Samana, Distt. 

Patiala have change my name 

from Kuljeet Singh to Kuljit 

Singh. 

I, Anita Rani w/o Johri Lal 

Garg R/o H.No. 239/1, Sekhon 

Colony, Samana, Tehsil 

Samana, Distt. Patiala have 

change my name from Anita 

Garg to Anita Rani. 

I, Sukhpal Singh Alias 

Sarja Singh S/o Shubeg Singh 

R/o Village Danewala Tehsil 

Malout Distt. Sri Muktsar Sahib I 

have changed name Sukhpal 

Singh. 

I Gurlal Singh Jhamant S/o 

Sukhdev Singh Vill Alkara Tehsil 

Tapa,Distt. Barnala have 

changed my name Gurlal Singh. 

I, Rakesh Kaur S/o Ashok 

Kumar R/o 1664/12 Mohalla 

Tangarian Raikot (Ludhiana) 

have changed my name to 

Rakesh Kumar Garg. 

I, Neha Sharma W/o 

Rakesh Kaur Garg R/o 1664/12 

Mohalla Tangarian Raikot 

(Ludhiana) have changed my 

name to Neha Garg after 

marriage. 

I, Parmjeet Kaur W/o 

Jasvir Singh R/o Jaitu (Faridkot) 

have changed my name to 

Paramjit Kaur. 

I Inderjeet Singh S/O 

Balkar Singh R/O Village 

Marhana Tehsil & District Tarn 

Taran Have Changed My Given 

Name To Inderjeet And Surname 

To Singh. 

I  Harjinder Pal Singh S/O  

Paramjit Saingh R/O Village 

Rasulpur Tehsil&Distt Tarn 

Taran  I Have Change My Name  

To Harjinder Pal Singh S/O 

Paramjit Singh. 

I, Manjeet Kaur W/o Malkit 

Singh R/o V.P.O Kandhala 

Jattan Distt. Hoshiarpur have 

changed my name to Manjit 

Kaur. 

I, Varinder Kaur W/O Gurjit 

Singh R/O Village Khatra 

(Ludhiana) Declare That My 

Minor Daughter's Name Manreet 

Kaur Be Read As Manreet Her 

Given Name And Kaur As Her 

Surname. 

I Navreet Kaur Sandhu 

W/O Jagseer Singh R/O Kohar 

Singh Wala Ferozepur Have 

Changed My Name Navreet 

Kaur. 

I Jagseer Singh Sandhu 

S/O Surjit Singh R/O Kohar 

Singh Wala Ferozepur Have 

Changed My Name Jagseer. 

I Jagroop Singh S/O 

Gurdeep Singh R/O Pind 

Thandewala, Muktsar Ferozepur 

Have Changed My Name Roop 

Singh. 

I, Maninder Singh S/o S. 

Sucha Singh R/o VPO. Rukna 

Begu, Tehsil & District 

Ferozepur have changed my 

name to Maninder Singh Sidhu. 

I, Sachin S/o Parvesh 

Kumar R/o House No. 79, 

Backside Anand Palace, 

Dashmesh Nagar, Ferozepur 

City have changed my name to 

Sachin Chanana.  

I Balwant Kaur W/o 

Kashmir Singh R/o Vill Alampur 

Teh Rajpura Distt Patiala 

Changed Name As Kulwant 

Kaur. 

I Sanjay, S/o Sh Satbir Atri, 

R/o House No. 171, Gali No. 3, 

Karna Vihar, Karnal, declare that 

both the names Rihansh and 

Rihnash belong to my same son 

(minor). And in future he will be 

known as Rihansh. In which no 

changes will be made by me in 

future. 

I Pawan Kumar S/o Ram 

Lal R/o H.No.-660 B, Gali No.- 

5, Guru Nanak Pura West, 

Jalandhar - l, Chogitti, Jalandhar 

- l, Jalandhar, Punjab - 144009, 

have changed my name to 

Kumar Pawan. 

I, Nikhil Verma S/o Sh. 

Narendra Verma R/o village 

Rasulpur, Tehsil Bilaspur, Distt 

Yamunanagar have changed my 

name from Nikhil to Nikhil 

Verma. 

I, Saurav Dhir S/o Anil Dhir 

R/o H.No. 22, Kailash Nagar, 

Sodal Road, Jalandhar, Punjab, 

India  have changed the name of 

my minor daughter from Kiara to 

Kiara Dhir  (Surname as Dhir). 

Concerned Note.  

I, Sugandha Chopra Dhir 

W/o Saurav Dhir R/o H.No. 22, 

Kailash Nagar,  Sodal Road, 

Jalandhar, Punjab, India have 

changed my name from 

Sugandha Chopra Dhir  to 

Sugandha Chopra. Concerned 

Note. 

I, Jaspal Kaur Bhatoa W/o 

Kulwant Singh R/o W.No.22, Near 

Gaushala, Basant Nagar, Khanna 

(Ludhiana) have changed my 

name to Jaspal Kaur. 

I, Gurmej Singh S/o Kundan 

Singh R/o Vill: Gorkha Po. Daleke 

(Tarn Taran) have changed my 

name from Gurmej Singh Bal to 

Gurmej Singh. 

I, Sharda Devi W/O Late 

Mahindr Singh R/O Village - 

Amipur, Po- Bhopar Saidan, 

Gurdaspur Pin- 143520, Punjab, 

India. Declare That In My 

Passport My Husband Name 

Mahinder Singh Is Wrong. But My 

Husband Name Mohinder Singh 

Is Correct. 

I, Raghwinder Singh S/O 

Baldev Singh. R/O Village Mahan 

Dev Khurd ,Po-Sohal, Distt 

Gurdaspur, Punjab. Have 

Changed My Name From 

Raghwinder Singh To Raghwinder 

Singh. 

I, Arvinder Kaur W/O No. 

2487686 Ex-Nk-Manjit Singh 

Resident Of Village- Bagrian, Po-

Alma Tehsil And Distt-Gurdaspur, 

Punjab, That I Declare Changed 

My Name From Arvinder Kaur To 

Ravinder Kaur And Date Of Birth 

From 02/06/1977 To 15/09/1976 

In My Husband Army Record. 

I No. 3393801-M, Ex, Hav, 

Manjit Singh Sm S/O Sh Chain 

Singh R/O Village Kiri Afghana Po 

Bhattian Tehsil And Distt 

Gurdaspur State Punjab Have 

Changed My Daughter Name 

From Praneet Kaur To Parneet 

Kaur. 

I Smt, Harvinder Kaur W/O 

No. 2470914-F, Ex, Hav, Sukhdev 

Singh R/O Village Narwan Po 

Bhagowal Tehsil And Distt 

Gurdaspur State Punjab Have 

Changed My Name From 

Harwinder Kaur To Harvinder 

Kaur. 

I, No 15795174f Rank L/Hav 

Name Trilochan Sahoo  Presently 

Residing At Vpo – Anantapur, 

Tehsil – Soro, Distt - Baleswar, 

State – Odisha, Have Changed 

The Name Of My Son From Dipti 

Ranjan Sahu To Dipti Ranjan 

Sahoo Vide Affidavit No In-

Pb24078802102957w  Dated 11 

Jun 2024 Before Executive 

Magistrate Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, No 13826878 Ex Nk 

Parshotam Singh Resident Of 

Village And Post Office Jangal,  

Tehsil And Distt Pathankot 

(Punjab) Have Changed The 

Name  Of My Wife From Darshan 

Kumari To Darshania Kumari Vide 

Affidavit No. In-

Pb23907044648884w Dated 10 

Jun 2024 Before Executive 

Magistrate Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, Shakundala Devi Spouse 

Of   No 13745293p Rank Nk 

(Hony Hav) Name Jagdev Singh  

Resident Of Vpo - Bamial, Tehsil 

& Distt Pathankot, State – Punjab, 

Have Changed My Name From 

Shakundala Devi To Shakuntla 

Devi Vide Affidavit No In-

Pb24078384594721w Dated 

11-06-2024 Before Executive 

Magistrate Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, Army Jc-243218k Rank 

Ris Hardial Singh. R/O Village 

Chak Bhaghwan, Po-Naushera 

Majha Singh, Tehsil/Distt 

Gurdaspur [Punjab-

143518].Declare That In My Army 

Records My Wife Name Sarinder 

Kaur Is Wrong. But My Wife Name 

Surinder Kaur Is Correct. Vide 

Affidavit No. In-

Pb22213241539543w  Dated 

04-06-2024 Before Executive 

Magistrate Naushera Majha 

Singh.
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Public Notice 

îËº êðÃéåÅ ç¶òÆ êåéÆ ñ¶à. 
ÇåñÕ ðÅÜ ôðîÅ òÅÃÆ î.é§. 
BDC ×Åðâé Õñ¯éÆ êáÅéÕ¯à 
åÇÔ òÅ ÇÜñ·Å êáÅéÕ¯à ê¿ÜÅì-
ADE@@A ÇìÁÅé ÕðçÆ Ô» ÇÕ î¶ð¶ 
êåÆ ç¶ éÅî êð Improvement 

Trust Building Balmiki Chowk

Çò¾Ú ì±æ é§. H þ Áå¶ î¶ðÆ êåÆ 
çÆ BE-@D-B@BC ù î½å Ô¯ ü¾ÕÆ 
þÍ À¹Õå ì±æ î¶ð¶ Û¯à¶ ê¹¾åð ð¯Ôé 
ôðîÅ ê¹¾åð ñ¶à ÇåñÕ ðÅÜ ôðîÅ 
ç¶ éÅî êð Õð Çç¾åÆ ÜÅò¶ îËù 
Áå¶ î¶ð¶ ò¾â¶ ê¹¾åð ð¯Çìé ôðîÅ ù 
ÇÂÃ Çò¾Ú Õ¯ÂÆ ÇÂåðÅÜ éÔÆº þÍ 
À¹Õå ì±æ çÆ ÃÅðÆ ÇÜ§î¶òÅðÆ Ô¹ä 
ð¯Ôé ôðîÅ ê¹¾åð ñ¶à. ÇåñÕ ðÅÜ 
ôðîÅ çÆ Ô¯ò¶×ÆÍ î¶ð¶ À¹Õå Çç¾åÅ 
ÇìÁÅé ÃÔÆ òÅ çð¹Ãå þ, ÇÂÃ 
Çò¾Ú Õ¯ÂÆ ×¾ñ «ÕÅ-Û¹êÅ Õ¶ éÔÆº 
ð¾ÖÆ ×ÂÆÍ 

HPPWD NOTICE INVITING TENDER BHARWAIN DIVISION HPPWD
BHARWAIN TEHSIL AMB DISTRICT UNA (H.P).

The Pioneer does not take 

responsibility for the contents 

for the advertisement (Display / 

Classified) carried in this 

newspaper. The Paper does 

not endorse the same. Readers 

are requested to verify the 

content on their own. 

Disclaimer
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PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Arvind Malhan S/o Radhe Ram R/o 

H.No.-94, Bansal Colony, Sirsa  declare 

that my original sale deed no. 760, dated 

- 05- 05- 1980 and 3840 dated  15- 10- 

1987 has been lost at Sirsa on dated -

14- 05-2024. If found & any type of ob-

jection regarding this may informed to 

mobile no - 9649818149 of which 7 days 

of the publication of this notice.

PUBLIC NOTICE

I Sushma W/o Devender R/o 

365/27 Panchkula Haryana Have 

lost my four original  documents 

Booth No.72 /4 Panchkula 

DDR.no 132350202401166 

Chandimandir if anybody found 

contact 94664-58075

PUNJAB AGRICULTURAL UNIVERSITY, LUDHIANA

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is to inform to the general public that the Modern Group of Colleges 

(College of Management) is under process of merger with Modern 

Group of Colleges. It is confirmed that prior to this merger, all financial 

and legal obligations of Modern Group of Colleges (College of 

 Management) have been fully settled and: 

1. All salaries and dues for faculty and staff have been fully paid. 

2. Institution has no financial commitments to party. 

3. There are no ongoing court cases or legal complaints against the 

 College of Management. 

4. All other potential liabilities have been resolved. 

Chairman



The Reserve Bank of
India's latest report
reflects a surge in glob-

al optimism regarding India's
economic prospects, particu-
larly in the energy sector. This
year alone, green energy pro-
jects valued at approximate-
ly Rs 700 billion are set to
commence, marking a signif-
icant investment milestone.
By 2025-26, further project
investments are anticipated to
reach Rs 765.2 billion, sup-
ported by progressive policies
promoting sustainable ener-
gy. India's power sector has
now achieved full electrifica-
tion and is integrated into a
unified national grid, provid-
ing rural areas with 20 hours
of electricity daily and urban
areas with 23.5 hours.
Additionally, India has
ascended to become the
world's third-largest produc-
er of renewable energy,
underscoring its commit-
ment to sustainable develop-
ment.
A key innovation on the hori-
zon is green coal, which is
poised to revolutionize ener-
gy production in India. Green
coal offers significant poten-
tial as a sustainable alternative
to traditional coal, seamless-
ly integrating into existing

thermal power plants. For
instance, a 1,000 MW power
plant consuming around five
million tonnes of coal annu-
ally could see a significant
reduction in carbon emissions
by replacing just 10 per cent
of its fossil fuel with green
coal, equating to half a million
tonnes of sustainable fuel. It
is estimated that using 1 kg of
green coal instead of fossil
coal can reduce CO2 emis-
sions by approximately 2 kg
per kg of coal replaced. 
India's largest state-run power
generation company is mak-
ing substantial strides in the
green energy sector, including
green coal initiatives. An
Initial Public Offering (IPO)
for NTPC Green, a subsidiary
focused on green energy, is
expected by the end of the
year. NTPC, a major player in
India's power sector, had pre-
viously planned to produce
green coal, also known as tor-
refied charcoal, from munic-
ipal waste. This project, exe-
cuted by its subsidiary NTPC

Vidyut Vyapar Nigam Ltd
and awarded to Macawber
Beekay, boasts a plant with a
capacity to process 600 tonnes
of waste daily, producing 200
tonnes of green coal from
municipal solid waste
(MSW). 
The success of NTPC's
Varanasi Harit Koyla
Pariyojna, managed by
Macawber Beekay Private
Limited (MBL).Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
while inaugurating the
Varanasi Harit Koyla
Pariyojna, praised the project
as a testament to the govern-
ment's dedication to environ-
mental sustainability.
The green coal project is a
cornerstone of the "Make in
India" initiative and repre-
sents significant progress
towards the "Atmanirbhar
Bharat" mission. MBL has
successfully produced green
coal for NTPC Ltd, one of
India's largest coal consumers
in the power sector. After
demonstrating the technolo-
gy in Varanasi, the CPSU has
entrusted MBL with addition-
al projects, including the
establishment of the world's
largest waste-to-green coal
plant in Greater Noida. 
Indian companies have

increasingly diversified into
green energy solutions, with
MBL leading the way in trans-
forming municipal solid
waste into eco-friendly green
coal. The inauguration of the
world's first commercial green
coal plant by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi highlighted
the company's innovative
capabilities. The technology
not only converts waste into
a viable alternative to fossil
fuels but also addresses crit-
ical waste disposal challenges.
The waste-to-energy process
involves the meticulous col-
lection and treatment of
MSW, followed by moisture
removal and the segregation
of non-combustible materials.
The refined waste is then
processed  to produce high-
calorific charcoal powder that
exceeds the energy value of
traditional coal. This method
reduces carbon emissions,
promotes carbon neutrality,
and provides economic ben-
efits by lowering the costs
associated with traditional
coal usage and mitigating the
health risks linked to mining
and waste accumulation.

(The writer is Chairman &
Managing Director,

Macawber Beekay; views are
personal)
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Rules, 2005, highlight the government's
dedication to enabling consumers to
establish and maintain dedicated transmis-
sion lines, enhancing energy efficiency. The
Green Energy Open Access Rules of 2022
aim to simplify approval procedures, fos-
tering transparency and consistency
nationwide. Judicial interventions are vital
for ensuring proper interpretation and
enforcement of laws. These efforts signi-
fy significant advancement in India's
renewable energy drive towards a green-
er, more sustainable future.

Reyansh Tiwari | Tirupati
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Madam — Apropos the news story
“Factors that influence our attitudes,”
published on June 10, this is my response.
Reading about the Mahabharata and its
timeless narratives offers profound insights
into human nature. The epic, attributed to
sage Veda Vyasa and transcribed by Lord
Ganesha, vividly portrays the complexi-
ties of human attitudes. It showcases a
spectrum of emotions and standpoints that
drive actions, often influenced by exter-

nal factors. Duryodhana, a prominent
character, exemplifies how arrogance and
anger, fueled by his uncle Shakuni and oth-
ers, lead to destructive behaviour. This
mirrors historical atrocities like the Nazi
genocide, highlighting the dangers of prej-
udice and hatred.
Conversely, the story of the Zen Master
and the Thief underscores the transforma-
tive power of compassion. The Master’s
forgiveness and understanding helped the
wayward student reform, illustrating that
empathy can foster positive change.
Human attitudes, shaped by social inter-
actions and experiences, can lead to
either constructive or destructive out-
comes. This continuous learning process
underscores the importance of compassion
and understanding in shaping a better
society. Harold S Geneen aptly encapsu-
lates this, emphasising that leadership is
reflected in attitudes and actions, not just
words.

Aarush Kapoor | Vijayawada
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Madam — Apropos the news story
"Sunshine on shoulders, a spring in my
step!," published on June 11, this is my
response. Summers have been harsh this
year. I do not recall Delhi temperatures
shooting to 50 degrees plus in the 26 years
since we shifted to the national capital.
Advisories have been issued by the state
governments to avoid venturing out in the
afternoons. However, a month down the
line, we would forget the harrowing days
and long for a glimpse of the sun as mon-
soon clouds darken the skies.
The sun’s impact on our lives is undeniable.
Reflecting on a hazy morning in east India
and contrasting vacations in England
highlight how sunlight influences our
mood and activities. Sunshine's warmth
and brightness are universally cherished,
sparking joy in parks and bringing health
benefits like the essential 'sunshine vitamin.'
Despite modern conveniences, nothing
rivals the sun's antibacterial properties for
drying clothes. Beyond practical benefits,
the sun inspires language and culture, as
seen in phrases celebrating people as
'sunshine.' However, this fleeting sunlight
also reminds us of the urgent need to com-
bat pollution. By prioritising a cleaner envi-
ronment, we can ensure future generations
enjoy the sun's life-giving rays.

Siya Bhatia | Mangalore
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Madam — Apropos the news story "India's
green power policies come of age," pub-
lished on June 7, this is my response. As a
daily reader of the newspaper, it's encour-
aging to see the strides being made
towards green energy in India. The
MNRE’s Surya-Ghar initiative and other
regulatory reforms highlight a significant
shift towards renewable energy (RE) acces-
sibility. The Surya-Ghar scheme aims to
provide affordable electricity through
rooftop solar installations, potentially ben-
efiting millions of households by 2027. This
is a commendable step towards sustainable
energy for all.
The recent amendments to the Electricity
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party falling way short of the
halfway mark.
The communication battle
on the farm laws, instead of
focusing on the merits of the
reforms, became a fight
between the Hindustanis and
Khalistanis. The attempt to
paint those opposed to the
reforms as espousing the
agenda of Balkanisation was
ill thought of, and the BJP has
paid a heavy price for it elec-
torally not just in Punjab but
across the farmlands of the
country.
Several other initiatives
which could have welded
people strongly in the sup-
port of the Modi 2.0, got
undone by the showing of the
brute power of large num-
bers, not as much on the
ground, as in the narratives
floated by the establishment's
publicity arm. The whole
attitude to run down the
'Argumentative Indian', an
expression borrowed from
the title of the bestseller by
Amartya Sen, as anti-nation-
al in the event of s/he not
agreeing with the
Government only helped
firm up the anti-Government
stand than making them fall

in the Government's line.
The biggest question which
must be haunting the BJP
leadership is that when the
residents of Uttar Pradesh
took an "overwhelming" part
in the celebration of the con-
secration of the Ram Temple,
why did it not endorse the
party as enthusiastically when
it came to the electoral battle?
Once again, the propaganda
machinery only helped turn
a happy moment into an
instant of loyalty test.
It was seen that handing out
an invitation to the
Opposition leaders to a
'quasi-political' function was
to get them to refuse and get
branded as 'anti-Hindu'. No
communication expert
would ever prepare a model
which would spend time in
their hour of glory on the
rivals. The narrative so float-
ed in the end created a situ-
ation where the 'homecom-
ing' for Ram Lalla got over-
taken by 'Ayodhya-coming'
of the Opposition leaders.
Today, the BJP Government
is perched on the support of
Chandrababu Naidu's Telugu
Desam Party and Nitish
Kumar's Janata Dal (United).

Both the leaders did not
come to Ayodhya but have
come to the support of
Narendra Modi 3.0. In the
past, they have even called
the Ramjanambhoomi
Movement as a 'political pro-
ject' of the BJP.
The latest narrative of the
open denouncement of the
voters of Uttar Pradesh by the
BJP's extended family will
certainly not find traction
with either Kumar or Naidu.
The castes and communities
who did not vote for the BJP
voted for Kumar and Naidu
in their respective States.
The call of the hour is to
change the nature of the dia-
logue from confrontation to
consensus, not only among
the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) partners but
among all the stakeholders of
India, that is Bharat. The
demand of the situation is to
push the economic and
strategic agenda as statecraft
than a tool to demonise and
belittling those opposed to
the Government.
(The writer is an author and
president of the Centre for
Reforms, Development &
Justice; views are personal.)
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The seamless swearing
in of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for
the third term, given
the fractured man-

date handed out by voters in the
Lok Sabha elections in 2024,
must have come as big relief for
those who invest in the Indian
market. The investor could be a
small-time shareholder or a
rich corporate professional.
The economic reforms launched
by Dr Manmohan Singh, the
Finance Minister in the
Narasimha Rao Government
in 1991, have tumbled on
through the regimes of anoth-
er five Prime Ministers, who fol-
lowed Rao, including
Manmohan Singh himself. The
importance of the continuity of
these reforms can be gauged
from the fact that in the past
three decades, it has lifted more
than 50 crore Indians out of
mortifying poverty.
From the economic point of
view, the Narendra Modi
Government's biggest short-
coming during its second term,
which had a very strong man-
date, was its inability to carry
out farm reforms. It faltered in
communicating to the farmers
the benefits of the new agricul-
ture laws and the profits it
could accrue to the farm hands.
The negative narrative perpet-
uated by the communication
machinery of the Modi regime,
which was largely taken over by
the IT Cell of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), proved to be
an impediment not just in the
implementation of the farm
legislations but also failed to
immerse the spirit of Hindu
pride in the months following
the consecration of the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya.
An aggressive narrative, bor-
rowed from the cantankerous
television debates and not nec-
essarily backed by facts, on the
social media platforms prove to
be counterproductive. With the
rise of the fact-checking tools,
the decisions to let Jawaharlal's
Nehru's love stories and propa-
ganda of similar genre over-
shadow the Narendra Modi
Government's achievements
proved to be one of the biggest
deflating factors in the BJP's
campaign of 2024, with the
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There was a time in the
country when every-
thing produced was

organic, the farmers used
natural manures like cow
dung and compost fertilisers
in their fields. The yield was
low but it was healthy, taste-
ful and above all sustainable
practice. Then came chemical
fertilisers which no doubt
increased the yield manifold
but also led to several side
effects. It is not sustainable
and lacks the taste of organic
products and above all not as
healthy as it should be.
Besides the farmers are also
paying the price in terms of
their health and overuse of
Urea and other chemicals
ruining the soil quality and
depleting the water table. In
this scenario, organic farming
is the way to go. Now with

newfound awareness people
in large numbers are turning
to organic products and get-
ting healthy chemical-free
products on their plates,
India's organic product mar-
ket has witnessed an unprece-
dented surge over the last
decade, driven by growing
consumer awareness about
health, sustainability, and
environmental impacts. 
As urban populations increas-
ingly seek out healthier
lifestyle options, the demand
for organic food products has
soared. This trend is not just
limited to a niche segment; it
has permeated mainstream
consumer preferences, push-
ing organic products to the
forefront of the food industry.
The organic food market in
India, valued at $1,582.2 mil-
lion in 2023, is expected to

grow exponentially to
$8,918.5 million by 2032,
showcasing an impressive
growth rate of 21.19% per
annum. This meteoric rise is
indicative of a larger green
wave sweeping across the
country, where consumers
are increasingly inclined
towards sustainable and eco-
friendly products. Consumers
today are more inclined to
buy products that are sustain-
able and environmentally
friendly. This aligns with the
broader trend towards sus-
tainable and ethical consump-
tion, making organic foods an
appealing choice for con-
sumers. 
Today organic companies
have impressive portfolio of
hundreds of SKUs, including
staples like pulses, millet,
wheat, mustard, barley, rice,

and oils. The products of
organic companies are avail-
able not only through its
website but also on major e-
commerce platforms such as
Amazon, Flipkart, and
Bigbasket, making them
accessible to a broad con-
sumer base. 
The brands have also expand-
ed their product range into
seed verticals, encompassing

wheat, barley, mustard, and
other grains. By doing so,
organic companies aim to
ensure that their organic
farming practices start from
the very beginning of the
agricultural process.What is
interesting is that Organic
companies are committed to
sustainable farming practices
and farmer welfare. 
They provide specialised

training programs to farmers
to enhance crop management
skills and boost yields. The
farmers must be safeguarded
from any potential contami-
nants in their food supply so
that the end users get a real
organic product. There is def-
initely a need to  maintaining
high-quality standards in
organic farming else the con-
sumer trust is broken and the
industry as a whole suffers . 
With online registration and
certification processes in place
most of the fraudulent prac-
tices in the segment have
been wiped off.But the field is
not without challenges.
However, the transition from
chemical to organic is not
simple. It is a painstaking
process but rewards are grat-
ifying. Transforming agricul-
tural land into organic farm-

ing takes around three years.
And in places where chemi-
cal fertiliser use is rampant, it
could go beyond three years.
Besides, fraudsters often dam-
age their reputations. Often
prices are jacked up unrealis-
tically.
The growth of organic prod-
ucts in India is a testament to
the changing consumer land-
scape and increasing aware-
ness about health and sustain-
ability. 
Still, the market share of
organic products is just one
per cent but the growth is
exponential. This sector is
growing at the rate of 20 per
cent which shows the growing
demand for organic food and
people’s interest in them.

(The writer is confounder of
Natureland Organics; views

are personal)
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of the battalion who arrived in
1887 chose this ridge-top locale
and declared it their mess which
sprouted only in 1892. Its red slant-
ing roof and miniature Victorian-
style colonnades are draped with
ivy and creepers. 
In the middle of the lawn is the still
functional Sun Dial measuring
time by the position of the sun.
Carved below is: "The shadow of
my finger cast divides the future
from the past; Before it stands the
unborn hour in darkness and
beyond thy power: Behind its
unreturning line the vanished
hour no longer thine: One hour
alone is in thy hand, the now of
which the shadow stands."  Nearby
is the ubiquitous Unknown
Soldier, covered with bushwork.
The Officer's  Mess initially had
three large rooms: the main hall,
dining room and billiards room.
Add-ons were the Card room, the
Generals gallery, the indispensable
bar and two libraries on either
flank. Rooms are resplendent in
silver trophies and walls covered by
big and small  game heads and
skins that will draw ire from
RSPCA. The Visitors' Book table
is eye-popping and studded with
memorabilia. The broken China-
glass floor is laid out in a design
that radiates towards four Maltese
Crosses, the original crest of the

Regiment. Crocodile skin sofa
sets glisten as no one sits on
them. To insert the John Roberts
and Co. made billiards table, the
entire roof had to be uprooted
while the piano from  Chappells,
Bond Street London (more famous
for sartorial products) rests rhyth-
mically in a corner. The glistening
mahogany dining table adorning
the dining hall is credited to mak-
ers C Lazarus also of Calcutta. 
Every room has a fireplace with
brass railings and customised set-
tings The Card room  contains the
letter by Field Marshal Bill Slim
written in 1967 eulogizing the gal-
lant Garhwali: " I have command-
ed Battalions of every Regiment of
Indian Army but I never had a bet-
ter one than 3 Garhwal-and that's
something from a dyed in the wool
Gurkha  as me to say. But it is true".
The bar has charming water-
colour sketches made by a local
Gorkha lad, a long-gone Gopal
Chhetri that cheer your drinks.
The quaint downtown market
survives on a small but happy pop-
ulace determined not to let
Lansdowne be renamed either
Jaswant Garh (after MVC awardee
Jaswant Singh Rawat of 1962 war)
or even Bipin Nagar (after late
CDS Gen Bipin Rawat whose
Shaun village is 30 km away).
Soldiers and civilians are agnostic

about shedding colonial legacy
and wish to retain Lansdowne.
Locals say the state government is
monumentally corrupt: so ex-
servicemen and politicians don't
mix. Still, two Generals made it
good. Bhuwan Khanduri who
became Chief Minister and TPS
(Tipsy) Rawat many times minis-
ter while highly decorated  Ajay
Kothiyal KC, SC, VSM and a
double Everester lost his deposit
during the last state elections.
Subedar Major Shailendra Mohan
Bhist located at Garhwal
Regiment's Kotdwar detachment
is look-alike brother of Ajay Bisht
more famous as Yogi Adityanath!
The clock has moved a full circle:
Garhwalis bhullas (brothers) are
now again joining the depleting
Gorkha Regiments and learning to
speak Nepali. The Garhwal regi-
mental legacy is protected by its
three symbols: Lord Badrinath, the
regimental deity, the iconic
Unknown Soldier and the Royal
Rassi. They help instil gumption
and guile while invoking Jai Badri
Vishal Ki Jai.

(The writer, a retired Major
General, was Commander, IPKF

South, Sri Lanka, and founder
member of the Defence Planning

Staff, currently the Integrated
Defence Staff. The views
expressed are personal)

The still air in June over the
Bhawani Dutt Joshi Parade
Ground carved out of
Kaludanda (renamed
Lansdowne after the then

Viceroy) converts into an air pocket
when the fourth batch of 251 Agniveers
call out Jai  Badri Vishal Ki Jai, the feared
Garhwal regiment war cry. The raising of
the first Garhwal Battalion was ordered in
1887 by C-in-C, later Viceroy, Lord
Roberts. The British may owe India USD
49 Trillion as reparation but their payback
was impressive: instruments of gover-
nance, strategic culture and infrastructure,
including 5000 to 6000 feet high ridge-top
cantonments, today's hill stations like
Lansdowne whose Mall Road became the
exclusive white's only- promenade,
restricting locals to the windswept
'Thandi-sadak' on the reverse slope. 
Dotted with pine, oak and rhododen-
drons, the ridge lights up with the majesty
of Nanda Devi towering among the dis-
tant Himalayas. The sprawling Bungalow
No 6 amongst a hundred such, construct-
ed in 1906 was home to Colonel
Mainwaring commandant of 3/9 Royal
Garhwal Rifles and was bought by MES
for a princely Rs 10,053!
It was after Nepal's second invasion that
Garhwal capitulated and through leg-
endary Jung Bahadur Rana's progeny mar-
ried into Garhwal's Sah ruling family.
Scattered but indistinguishable descen-
dants of erstwhile Nepalese can be found
in Pathankot village as are remnants of 2/3
Gorkha Rifles also raised here which have
an umbilical cord with the Garhwal
Regiment. Originally Garhwalis and
Kumaonis joined 5 Gorkha Rifles(
Frontier Force) whose first Colonel was
Bobs Bahadur, Victoria Cross winner,
Lord Roberts who gave Veer Garhwali a
separate identity. 
The nom de plume of the Garhwali sol-
dier is valour: in World War I and
Waziristan, it won three Victoria Crosses
(Rfn Gabbar Singh Negi -posthumously;
Naik Darwan Singh Negi and Lt  David
Kenny) and innumerable battle and the-
atre honours and gallantry awards till 1947
that would fill this page. After indepen-
dence, the Regiment bagged one Ashoka
Chakra, four MVC, 18 KC, 51 SC, 52 VrC,
and 375 Sena Medals. The Regiment has
22 Infantry battalions, three Rashtriya
Rifle battalions and two Territorial Army
battalions. To commemorate its unique
achievements in operations, the Regiment
was conferred the Royal title: Royal Rassi
(Lanyard) in 1921 and to honour its braves
and martyrs, an iconic bronze statue was
built in 1923 which was unveiled by C-in-
C, Lord Rawlinson. Designed by makers
of Victoria Memorial Calcutta, Martin and
Co, the statue on green granite is the most
unique and defiant image in the world-
of unknown soldiers, the Veer Garhwalis. 
Added later was the epic shloka from
Mahabharat. Lord Krishna to Arjun:
'Lament not the death of a warrior; for one
killed in battle is honoured in heaven'. It
was a silver replica of this Unknown
Soldier that PM Modi presented to the PM
of France in 2015 to commemorate the
centenary of WWI.
The Darwan Singh War Museum is the
grand repository of the history and
achievements in war and peace of the
Regiment. But the creme d la crème of
Lansdowne is the Garhwali Officers Mess
which is India's most spectacular, filled
with collector's items. Officers and ladies
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The UN Security Council on
Monday overwhelmingly

approved its first resolution
endorsing a cease-fire plan
aimed at ending the eight-
month war between Israel and
Hamas in Gaza. The US-spon-
sored resolution welcomes a
cease-fire proposal announced
by President Joe Biden that the
United States says Israel has
accepted. It calls on the militant
Palestinian group Hamas to
accept the three-phase plan.
The resolution - which was
approved with 14 of the 15
Security Council members vot-
ing in favour and Russia
abstaining - calls on Israel and
Hamas “to fully implement its
terms without delay and with-
out condition”.
Whether Israel and Hamas
agree to go forward with the
plan remains in question, but
the resolution’s strong support
in the UN’s most powerful
body puts added pressure on
both parties to approve the pro-
posal.

US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken was in Israel on
Monday, where he urged Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
to accept the plan for postwar
Gaza as he pushed for more
international pressure on
Hamas to agree to the cease-fire
proposal. Netanyahu has been
sceptical of the deal, saying that
Israel is still committed to
destroying Hamas.
Hamas said it welcomed the
adoption of the resolution and
was ready to work with medi-
ators in indirect negotiations
with Israel to implement it. The
statement was among the
strongest from Hamas to date,
but it stressed the group would
continue its struggle against
Israeli occupation and work on
setting up a “fully sovereign”
Palestinian state.
“Efforts are continuing to study
and clarify some matters to
ensure implementation by the
Israeli side,” Hamas spokesper-
son Jihad Taha said Tuesday.
He said Israel was “stalling
and procrastinating and creat-
ing obstacles in order to con-

tinue the aggression.”
A senior Israeli diplomat did
not directly mention the reso-
lution, telling the council
Israel’s position is unwavering:
“We will continue until all of
the hostages are returned and
until Hamas’ military and gov-
erning capabilities are disman-
tled.”
“This also means that Israel will
not engage in meaningless and
endless negotiations, which
can be exploited by Hamas as
a means to stall for time,”
Minister Counsellor Reut
Shapir Ben Naftaly said.
US Ambassador Linda
Thomas-Greenfield reiterated,
however, that Israel has accept-
ed the cease-fire deal, which is
supported by countries around
the world.
The resolution’s adoption, she
said, “sent a clear message to
Hamas to accept the cease-fire
deal on the table.” “The fight-
ing could stop today, if Hamas
would do the same,” Thomas-
Greenfield told the council. “I
repeat, this fighting could stop
today.” US deputy ambassador

Robert Wood told reporters
earlier on Monday that the
United States sees the deal as
“the best, most realistic oppor-
tunity to bring at least a tem-
porary halt to this war”.
Earlier Monday, Hamas and
Palestinian Islamic Jihad lead-
ers met in Qatar to discuss the
proposed cease-fire deal and
said later that any deal must
lead to a permanent cease-fire,
a full Israeli withdrawal from
Gaza, reconstruction and “a
serious exchange deal” between
hostages in Gaza and
Palestinians held in Israeli jails.
Russia’s UN Ambassador
Vassily Nebenzia said Moscow
abstained because details of the
three-phase plan haven’t been
disclosed and “we have a whole
host of questions”.
“Hamas is called upon to accept
this so-called deal, but still
there is no clear clarity regard-
ing official agreement from
Israel,” Nebenzia said. ”Given
the many statements from
Israel on the extension of the
war until Hamas is complete-
ly defeated ... what specifically

has Israel agreed to?”
Algeria’s UN Ambassador
Amar Bendjama, the Arab rep-
resentative on the council, said
that while the text isn’t perfect,
“it offers a glimmer of hope to
the Palestinians, as the alterna-
tive is (the) continuing killing
and suffering of the Palestinian
people”.“We voted for this text
to give diplomacy a chance to
reach an agreement that will
end the aggression against the
Palestinian people that has
lasted far too long,” Bendjama
said.
The war was sparked by
Hamas’ surprise Oct 7 attack in
southern Israel  in which mil-
itants killed about 1,200 people,
mainly Israeli civilians, and
took about 250 others hostage.
About 120 hostages remain,
with 43 pronounced dead.
Israel’s military offensive has
killed more than 36,700
Palestinians and wounded
more than 83,000 others,
according to the  Gaza Health
Ministry. It has also destroyed
about 80% of Gaza’s buildings,
according to the UN.
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US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken met Monday with

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu during his latest
trip to the Middle East, where
America’s top diplomat urged
approval of a cease-fire propos-
al that faced new uncertainty
following Israel’s hostage rescue
operation that killed many
Palestinians and turmoil in
Netanyahu’s government.With
no firm public response yet
from Hamas or Israel to the pro-
posal they received 10 days
ago, Blinken started his eighth
visit to the region since the con-
flict began in October by meet-
ing with President Abdel Fattah
el-Sissi of Egypt, a key media-
tor with the militant Hamas
group. He then flew to Israel for
talks with Netanyahu and other
Israeli officials.
Blinken once again called on
Hamas to accept the plan, which
he said has wide international
support.
“If you want a cease-fire, press
Hamas to say yes,” he told
reporters before leaving Cairo
on the trip that also will take
him to Jordan and Qatar.

Blinken said Israel has accept-
ed the proposal, though
Netanyahu has expressed skep-
ticism.
“I know that there are those who
are pessimistic about the
prospects,” Blinken said, putting
the onus on Hamas. “That’s
understandable. Hamas con-
tinues to show extraordinary
cynicism in its actions, a disin-
terest not only in the well-
being and security of Israelis but
also Palestinians.”
While President Joe Biden,
Blinken and other US officials
have praised the rescue of four
Israeli hostages on Saturday, the

operation resulted in the deaths
of 274 Palestinian civilians and
may complicate the cease-fire
push by emboldening Israel
and hardening Hamas’ resolve
to carry on fighting in the war
that started with its October 7
attack in Israel.
Blinken said the plan is the “sin-
gle best way” to get to a cease-
fire, release the remaining
hostages and improve regional
security.
In his talks with el-Sissi, Blinken
also discussed plans for post-
conflict governance and recon-
struction in Gaza. 
“It’s imperative that there be a

plan, and that has to involve
security, it has to involve gover-
nance, it has to involve recon-
struction,” Blinken said.
Netanyahu and his government
have resisted calls for any “day
after” plan that would bar Israel
from having some form of secu-
rity presence in the territory.
Blinken said he would urge
Israel to come up with alterna-
tives that would be acceptable.
“It would be very good if Israel
put forward its own ideas on
this, and I’ll be talking to the
government about that,” he said.
“But one way or another, we’ve
got to have these plans, we’ve got
to have them in place, we’ve got
to be ready to go if we want to
take advantage of a cease-
fire.”The three-phase plan calls
for the release of more hostages
and a temporary pause in hos-
tilities that will last as long as it
takes to negotiate the second
phase, which aims to bring the
release of all hostages, a “full
withdrawal of Israeli forces
from Gaza” and “a permanent
end to hostilities,” according to
an American-drafted resolu-
tion put before the U.N. Security
Council. The third phase calls
for reconstruction in Gaza.
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Geneva (AP): The UN human
rights office is citing possible
war crimes by Israeli forces and
Palestinian armed groups in
connection with a deadly raid
by Israeli forces that freed four
hostages over the weekend.

Office spokesman Jeremy
Laurence expressed concerns
about possible violations of
rules of proportionality, distinc-
tion and precaution by the
Israeli forces in Saturday’s raid
at the urban Nuseirat refugee
camp. Palestinian health offi-
cials say at least 274
Palestinians, including dozens
of women and children, were
killed in the operation.
Laurence said Palestinian
armed groups who are holding
hostages in densely populated
areas are putting the lives of
nearby civilians and the
hostages at “added risks” from
the hostilities.
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Empowered by a stunning tri-
umph at the European elections,

France’s far-right National Rally on
Tuesday hit the national campaign
trail running with its star leader,
Jordan Bardella, promising support-
ers “the largest possible majority”
at the upcoming parliamentary
elections.
Opposition parties on the left and
the right have been scrambling to
form alliances and field candidates
in the snap national elections called
by President Emmanuel Macron
after his party suffered a crushing
defeat by the far right in the
European Union vote on Sunday.
While sharp differences between
parties on both sides of the politi-
cal spectrum remain, prominent
figures calling for a united front in
both camps appear to have one
thing in common: They don’t
want to cooperate with Macron.
Despite their divisions, left-wing
parties agreed late Monday to
form a new alliance that includes
the Greens, the Socialists, the

Communists and the far-left France
Unbowed of Jean-Luc Melenchon.
Leaders have not agreed on who
will head the new coalition nor on
its program. In light of the
European polls, politicians on the
left are focused on closing ranks to
prevent a win for the National Rally
that could result in the French far
right leading a government for the
first time since World War II. 
For now they have also vowed not
to join forces with Macron’s cen-
trists.
In a joint statement, the alliance
called on all forces on the left,
including the influential labor
unions, to unite behind a “new pop-
ular front” to form an “alternative
to Emmanuel Macron and to fight
against the racist project of the far
right.”
The National Rally leader Marine
Le Pen is working to consolidate
power on the right ahead of the
two-round elections that will take
place on June 30 and July 7. Le Pen’s
niece, Marion Marechal, who won
a seat in the European Parliament
on Sunday as a member of the rival

Reconquer! party of Eric
Zemmour, on Monday visited
National Rally headquarters in
Paris to negotiate a far-right alliance
at the upcoming elections. 
Le Pen also met with members of
the conservative Republicans party
to discuss a united front. Some con-
servative lawmakers have support-
ed some of Macron’s bills in the
National Assembly since the pres-
ident lost a majority in the lower
house of the French parliament fol-
lowing the 2022 general election.
“We have a historic chance to allow
the national camp to put France
back on track,” Le Pen said in an
interview with the French public
broadcaster on Monday evening.
She said the National Rally and the
conservatives could agree on sev-
eral policy goals, including an eco-
nomic recovery plan, boosting
purchasing power and curbing
immigration. Bardella, Le Pen’s 28-
year-old protege and the face of the
far right’s European triumph, also
urged French conservatives to ride
the wave of popularity with the
National Rally.
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Beijing (AP): Chinese police have detained a
suspect in a stabbing attack on four instructors
from Iowa’s Cornell College who were teach-
ing at a Chinese university in the northeast city
of Jilin, officials said Tuesday. Jilin city police
said a 55-year-old man surnamed Cui was walk-
ing in a public park on Monday when he
bumped into a foreigner. He stabbed the for-
eigner and three other foreigners who were with
him, and also stabbed a Chinese person who
approached in an attempt to intervene, police
said.
The instructors from Cornell College were
teaching at Beihua University, officials at the US
school said.
The injured were rushed to a hospital for treat-
ment and none was in critical condition,
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Lin Jian
said at a daily briefing Tuesday. He said police
believe the attack in Jilin city’s Beishan Park was
an isolated incident, based on a preliminary
assessment, and the investigation is ongoing.

Cornell College President Jonathan
Brand said in a statement that the instructors
were attacked while at the park with a faculty
member from Beihua, which is in an outlying
part of Jilin, an industrial city about 1,000 km
(600 miles) northeast of Beijing. Monday was
a public holiday in China.
The State Department said in a statement it was
aware of reports of a stabbing and was moni-
toring the situation. The attack happened as
both Beijing and Washington are seeking to

expand people-to-people exchanges to help bol-
ster relations amid tensions over trade and such
international issues as Taiwan, the South China
Sea and the war in Ukraine. An Iowa state law-
maker posted a statement on Instagram saying
his brother, David Zabner, had been wounded
during a stabbing attack in Jilin. Rep Adam
Zabner described his brother as a doctoral stu-
dent at Tufts University who was in China under
the Cornell-Beihua relationship. “I spoke to
David a few minutes ago, he is recovering from
his injuries and doing well,” Adam Zabner
wrote, adding that his brother was grateful for
the care he received at a hospital.
News of the incident was suppressed in China,
where the government maintains control on
information about anything considered sensi-
tive. News media outlets had not reported it.
Some social media accounts posted foreign
media reports about the attack, but a hashtag
about it was blocked on a popular portal and
photos and video of the incident were quickly
taken down.
Cornell spokesperson Jen Visser said in an email
that the college was still gathering information
about what happened. Visser said the private
college in Mount Vernon, Iowa, partners with
Beihua University. A college news release from
2018, when the program started, says Beihua
provides funding for Cornell professors to trav-
el to China to teach a portion of courses in com-
puter science, mathematics and physics over a
two-week period.
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Rishi Sunak doesn’t know
whether he’ll still be Britain’s

prime minister the day after next
month’s election. There’s nothing
unusual about that. What is
unusual is that he’s been forced
to deny rumours he could quit
even before polling day, amid
alarm inside the governing
Conservative Party over Sunak’s
lackluster campaign.
Sunak gets a chance — maybe
one of his last — to change the
narrative on Tuesday when he
releases the Conservatives’ man-
ifesto, a handbook of policies that
forms each UK party’s blueprint
for power. Despite gloomy polls
and bruising headlines, Sunak
insists the election is not a “fore-
gone conclusion” and says
resigning has not crossed his
mind. “People are going to say
what they’re going to say,” he told
reporters on Monday. “The real-
ity is I’m not going to stop
going, I’m not going to stop fight-
ing for people’s votes, I’m not

going to stop fighting for the
future of our country.”
The Conservative manifesto is
likely to include promised cuts
to personal taxes, a chance for
Sunak to repeat his claim that a
government led by Labour’s Keir
Starmer would raise taxes while
a Conservative one would lower
them. The Labour Party points
out that the tax burden has
risen to its highest level in
decades during 14 years of Tory

rule. On July 4 British voters will
elect lawmakers to fill all 650
seats in the House of Commons,
and the leader of the party that
can command a majority —
either alone or in coalition — will
become prime minister.
Sunak’s surprise decision to call
a summer election — several
months earlier than most people
expected, even those in his own
party — was intended partly to
catch the opposition unpre-

pared. But it’s the Conservatives
who have seemed off-balance
from the moment Sunak stood
outside 10 Downing St. in the
rain on May 22 to announce the
start of the campaign.
The Conservatives were already
on the defensive after jettisoning
two prime ministers without an
election in quick succession in
2022: first Boris Johnson, felled
by scandals, then Liz Truss, who
rocked the economy with dras-
tic tax-slashing plans and lasted
just seven weeks in office. 
The party’s prospects worsened
last week when populist fire-
brand Nigel Farage announced
that he would run for Parliament
at the helm of the right-wing
party Reform UK, vowing to be
a “bloody nuisance” to the estab-
lished parties. 
While Reform, with its anti-
establishment and anti-immigra-
tion rhetoric, is aiming to attract
disaffected voters from both
Conservatives and Labour, it’s
likely to take more votes from
Sunak’s party.
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Cairo (AP): A boat carrying
migrants sank off the coast of
Yemen, leaving at least 49
dead and 140 missing, the
UN’s International
Organization for Migration
said Tuesday. The boat was car-
rying some 260 Somalis and
Ethiopians from the northern
coast of Somalia on the 320-
kilometer journey across the
Gulf of Aden when it sank
Monday off Yemen’s southern
coast, the IOM said in a state-
ment.
It said search efforts were con-
tinuing and so far 71 had been
rescued. 
Among the dead were 31
women and six children, it
said. Yemen is a major route for
migrants from the East Africa
and the Horn of Africa trying
to reach Gulf countries for
work.
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The Hague (Netherlands)
(AP) :The International
Criminal Court’s chief prosecu-
tor appealed on Tuesday for
information and evidence of
atrocities in Sudan, saying his
ongoing investigation “seems to
disclose an organised, system-
atic and a profound attack on
human dignity”.
ICC Prosecutor Karim Khan

released a video statement in
the aftermath of an attack
Sunday by the notorious Rapid
Support Forces paramilitary
group that forced the closure of
a main hospital in the western
Darfur region. The group fired
shots and looted the hospital in
al-Fasher, aid group Doctors
Without Borders reported.
The attack came as the RSF,
which has been fighting the
Sudanese army for a year,
intensified its offensive seeking
to wrest control of the city, the
military’s last stronghold in
the sprawling Darfur region.
Two weeks of fighting last
month in and around al-Fasher
has killed more than 120 peo-

ple. “The terrible events in
West Darfur, including El-
Geneina, in 2023 are among
our key investigative priorities,”
Khan said. “In addition, I am
extremely concerned about
allegations of widespread inter-
national crimes being commit-
ted in al-Fasher and its sur-
rounding areas as I speak.”
A long-running conflict
Sudan’s conflict began in April
last year when soaring tensions
between the leaders of the mil-
itary and the RSF erupted into
fighting in the capital,
Khartoum, and elsewhere in
the country.
The war has killed more than
14,000 people and wounded
thousands more, while pushing
its population to the brink of
famine. The UN food agency
warned the warring parties
last month that there is a seri-
ous risk of widespread starva-
tion and death in Darfur and
elsewhere in Sudan if they
don’t allow humanitarian aid
into the region.
The war also created the world’s

largest displacement crisis as
more than 10 million people
have been forced to flee their
homes, including over 2 mil-
lion people who crossed into
neighbouring countries, the
UN migration agency told The
Associated Press Monday.
Khan said he is urgently inves-
tigating in Sudan.
“The evidence my office has
collected to date seems to show
credible, repeated, expanding,
continuous allegations of
attacks against the civilian pop-
ulation, in particular, attacks
directed against camps for
internally displaced persons,”
he said.  “It seems to show the
widespread, prevalent use of
rape and other forms of sexu-
al violence. It seems to disclose
consistently the shelling of
civilian areas, the looting of
properties and attacks against
hospitals,” he added, stressing
that he was “particularly con-
cerned by the ethnically moti-
vated nature of these attacks
against the Masalit and other
communities”.
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Zealand authorities offered
a reward and immunity

from prosecution on Tuesday
to anyone who can help their
search for three children who
have been missing since their
father vanished with them
from a remote rural commu-
nity more than two years ago.
The December 2021 disap-
pearance of Tom Phillips and
his children — now aged 8, 9
and 10 — has confounded
investigators. They are not
believed to ever have travelled
far from the remote rural
settlement where they lived,
but there have been no cred-
ible sightings of the family for
months.
Police officers converged on
the township, Marokopa, pop-
ulation 69, to seek fresh leads
in a case that has fascinated
the country of 5 million peo-
ple. Phillips is accused of

committing an armed bank
robbery while on the run in
May 2023. He allegedly shot
at a member of the public and
fled on a motorbike with a
passenger who investigators
believe was one of his chil-
dren. 
Phillips no longer has legal
custody rights for his chil-
dren,  Acting Detect ive
Inspector Andrew Saunders
said at a news conference in
the city of Hamilton, south of
Auckland, on Tuesday.
“These are not the actions of
a good father,” said Saunders.
The children have not had
access to formal education or
healthcare since they went
missing, he added, and police
have concerns “for the welfare
of the children who have
been living in isolation for the
past two and a half years, with
no connection to others”.
Saunders said that a reward of
80,000 New Zealand dollars

(USD 49,000) — large by
New Zealand standards —
and an offer of immunity
from prosecution is targeted
at people who already know
the family’s whereabouts. The
authorities have long said
they believe that Phillips has
had help concealing hifamily.
The reward, approved by New
Zealand’s Commissioner of
Police, expires in two weeks,
Saunders said.
“We don’t want them waiting
months and months to
decide,” he said. “Come for-
ward and tell us where the
children are.”
It is not the first time Phillips
prompted national news
headlines after disappearing
with his children. 
The family went missing in
September 2021, provoking a
3-week land and sea search
after Phillips’ truck was found
abandoned on a wild beach
near where he lived. 
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Blantyre (Malawi) (AP):
Malawi’s vice president and
nine others were killed in a
plane crash, the country’s pres-
ident said Tuesday. The wreck-
age of the military plane carry-
ing Vice President Saulos
Chilima was located in a
mountainous area in the north
of the country after a search
that lasted more than a day.
There were no survivors of the
crash, Malawian President
Lazarus Chakwera said in a live
address on state television.
Hundreds of soldiers, police
officers and forest rangers had
been searching for the plane
that also carried a former first
lady after it went missing
Monday morning while mak-
ing the 45-minute flight from
the southern African nation’s
capital, Lilongwe, to the city of
Mzuzu, around 370 kilometers
(230 miles) to the north.
Air traffic controllers told the
plane not to attempt a landing
at Mzuzu’s airport because of

bad weather and poor visibili-
ty and asked it to turn back to
Lilongwe, Chakwera said. Air
traffic control then lost contact
with the aircraft and it disap-
peared from radar, he said.
Seven passengers and three
military crew members were on
board. The president described
the aircraft as a small, propeller
driven plane operated by the
Malawian armed forces. The
tail number he provided shows
it is a Dornier 228-type twin
propeller plane that was deliv-
ered to the Malawian army in
1988, according to the ch-avi-
ation website that tracks aircraft
information.
Around 600 personnel were
involved in the search in a vast
forest plantation in the Viphya
Mountains near Mzuzu,
authorities said.
Chilima was serving his second
term as vice president. He was
also in the role from 2014-2019
under former President Peter
Mutharika.
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Melbourne (AP): Chinese
Premier Li Qiang will visit
New Zealand, Australia and
Malaysia starting Thursday,
officials said. Li will visit the
three countries from June 13 to
20, a Chinese Foreign Ministry
statement said Tuesday.
Australia earlier announced
that Li would land in the
Australian city of Adelaide on
June 15 and leave Perth on
June 18.
Australian Prime Minister
Anthony Albanese and Li are
to hold an annual leaders’
meeting at Parliament House
in the Australian capital,
Canberra, during the visit.
The New Zealand and
Malaysian governments have
yet to announce Li’s itinerary
in their countries.
Li’s visit to Australia and New
Zealand will be the first by a
Chinese premier, the second
most powerful official in

China’s leadership, in seven
years. A Chinese premier has-
n’t visited Malaysia since 2015.
Li’s Australian trip follows a

visit by Albanese to Beijing last
November, when leaders
agreed to resume key bilater-
al dialogues and further sever-
al areas of cooperation.
China imposed a series of
official and unofficial trade
barriers that cost Australian
exporters up to 20 billion
Australian dollars (USD 13
billion) a year after Australia’s
previous government urged
an international inquiry into
the origins of the COVID-19
pandemic.
Most of those barriers have
been removed since Albanese’s
government was elected in
2022.
Albanese said he would push
for barriers to Australian lob-
ster to be lifted and for impris-
oned Australian democracy

blogger Yang Hengjuno to be
freed.
“Premier Li Qiang’s visit to
Australia is an important
opportunity to engage direct-
ly on key issues for both our
nations,” Albanese said.
“Australia continues to pursue
a stable and direct relationship
with China, with dialogue at its
core,” he said.
New Zealand officials say their
discussions with Li will focus
on their aim to double the
value of the nation’s exports to
China in a decade.
New Zealand has traditional-
ly sought to balance its trade
relationship with China with
the interests of its Western
allies in the Five Eyes intelli-
gence sharing partnership, who
have more assertively decried
China’s growing influence in
the region. Malaysia has sim-
ilarly resisted taking sides in
the US-China rivalry.
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The US has lifted a ban on
providing American

weapons and training to a con-
troversial Ukrainian military
unit that was key to the defense
of the major port city of
Mariupol, the State Department
said on Tuesday.
The Azov Brigade is among

Ukraine’s most effective and
popular fighting units — but
has been dogged by its origins
as a volunteer battalion that
drew fighters from far-right
circles and criticism for some of
its tactics. The US had banned
the regiment from using
American weapons, citing the
neo-Nazi ideology of some of its
founders. The current members
of the Azov Brigade, which has
been absorbed into Ukraine’s
National Guard as the 12th

Special Forces Brigade, reject
accusations of extremism and
any ties with far-right move-
ments. But the Kremlin has
seized on the regiment’s origins
in its efforts to cast Russia’s inva-
sion as a battle against Nazi
influence in Ukraine. US law
prohibits providing equipment
and training to foreign military
units or individuals suspected
of committing gross human
rights violations. The State
Department said in a statement
that it found “no evidence” of
such violations. “This is a new
page in our unit’s history,” the
Azov Brigade wrote in a state-
ment on Instagram. “Azov is
becoming even more powerful,
even more professional and
even more dangerous for occu-
piers.”
“Obtaining western weapons
and training from the United

States will not only increase the
combat ability of Azov, but
most importantly, contribute to
the preservation of the lives and
the health of personnel,” the
statement said.
Up until the State Department’s
decision, Azov was prohibited
from sending fighters to
Western military exercises or
accessing weapons bought with
American funds. Lifting the ban
will likely bolster the brigade’s
fighting capacity at a difficult
time during the war against
Russia’s invasion. Ukraine suf-
fers from persistent ammuni-
tion and personnel shortages.
Years before Russia’s full-scale
invasion of Ukraine in 2022,
Human Rights Watch raised
concerns about Azov, writing
that credible allegations of egre-
gious abuses had been made
against its fighters.
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The United States needs
Japan’s help to quickly

replenish missile inventory and
repair warships as conflicts in
the Middle East and Ukraine
continue and Washington seeks
to keep its deterrence credible
in the Indo-Pacific, the US
ambassador to Japan said.

“It is clear that the United
States military industrial base
cannot meet all the strategic
challenges that we have and
obligations we have,”
Ambassador Rahm Emanuel
said on Monday. He spoke as
Japan and the US held their
first talks to accelerate military
industrial cooperation, two
months after an April agree-
ment between Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida and
US President Joe Biden.
This week’s talks in Tokyo are
between US Under Secretary of
Defence for Acquisition and
Sustainment William LaPlante
and his Japanese counterpart,
Masaki Fukasawa, head of the
Acquisition, Technology and
Logistics Agency.
They agreed to establish work-
ing groups for missile co-pro-
duction and for maintenance
and repair of US Navy ships
and Air Force aircraft in the
region, the Japanese Defence
Ministry said in a statement.
There will be also a group to
discuss a stronger supply chain.
On Tuesday, the two countries
held the first meeting of the
Japanese shipyard repair work-
ing group, which will help US
shipbuilders focus on new ships
while allowing ships to be
repaired in Japan for greater
efficiency and deterrence.
Fukasawa, in his opening
remark at the meeting, said he
hoped regional repair of US
Naval ships will help strength-
en the Japanese defence indus-
try, whose customers are large-
ly limited to Japan’s Defence
Ministry and Self-Defence
Force. Recent changes to
defense policies are seen to be
creating new business opportu-
nities, however.
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South Korean soldiers fired
warning shots after North

Korean troops briefly violated
the tense border earlier this
week, South Korea’s military
said on Tuesday, as the rivals
are embroiled in Cold War-
style campaigns like balloon
launches and propaganda
broadcasts.

Bloodshed and violent con-
frontations have occasionally
occurred at the Koreas’ heavi-
ly fortified border, called the
Demilitarized Zone. While
Sunday’s incident happened
amid simmering tensions
between the two Koreas,
observers say it won’t likely
develop into another source of
animosity as South Korea
believes the North Koreans
didn’t deliberately commit the
border intrusion and North
Korea also didn’t return fire. At
12:30 p.m. on Sunday, some
North Korean soldiers who
were engaged in unspecified
work on the northern side of
the border crossed the military
demarcation line that bisects
the two countries, South
Korea’s Joint Chiefs of Staff said.
Those North Korean soldiers
carrying construction tools —
some of them armed — imme-
diately returned to their terri-
tory after South Korea’s military

fired warning shots and issued
warning broadcasts, the Joint
Chiefs of Staff said. It said
North Korea had not conduct-
ed any other suspicious activ-
ities. South Korea’s military
has assessed that the North
Korean soldiers didn’t appear to
have intentionally crossed the
border because the site is a
wooded area and MDL signs
there weren’t clearly visible,
Joint Chiefs of Staff spokesper-
son Lee Sung Joon told
reporters.
Lee gave no further details. But
South Korean media reports
said that about 20-30 North
Korean soldiers had entered
South Korean territory about
50 metres (165 feet) after they
likely lost their way. The reports
said most of the North Korean
soldiers were carrying pickax-
es and other construction tools.
The 248-kilometer (155-mile)
-long, 4-kilometer (2.5-mile) -
wide DMZ is the world’s most
heavily armed border. An esti-
mated 2 million mines are
peppered inside and near the
border, which is also guarded
by barbed wire fences, tank
traps and combat troops on
both sides. It’s a legacy of the
1950-53 Korean War, which
ended with an armistice, not a
peace treaty.
On Sunday, South Korea
resumed anti-Pyongyang pro-

paganda broadcasts from its
border loudspeakers in
response to the North’s recent
launches of balloons carrying
manure and rubbish across
the border. South Korea said
North Korea has installed its
own border loudspeakers in
response but hasn’t turned
them on yet. North Korea has
said its balloon campaign was
in response to South Korean
activists’ launches of their own
balloons to drop propaganda
leaflets critical of leader Kim
Jong Un’s authoritarian rule,
USB sticks with K-pop songs
and South Korean drama
shows, and other items in
North Korea.
North Korea is extremely sen-
sitive to any outside criticism of
its political system as most of
its 26 million people have no
official access to foreign news.
On Sunday night, Kim’s sister
and senior official, Kim Yo
Jong, warned of “a new
response” if South Korea con-
tinued its loudspeaker broad-
casts and refused to stop civil-
ian leafletting campaigns.
The tit-for-tat over speakers

and balloons — both Cold
War-style psychological war-
fare — have deepened tensions
between the Koreas as talks
over the North’s nuclear ambi-
tions have remained stalled
for years. 
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Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy

appealed for short-term help in
repairing his country’s electric-
ity network and long-term
investment in its energy system
as a conference to gather sup-
port for Ukraine’s recovery
from the destruction wreaked
by Russia’s war opened on
Tuesday.
Starting a week of intense
diplomacy that will also see
him travel to the Group of
Seven summit of Ukraine’s
leading Western allies in Italy
and a global peace summit in
Switzerland, Zelenskyy also
renewed his calls for more
help in repelling missile attacks
by Russian forces.
The two-day Ukraine Recovery
Conference in Berlin follows up
on a similar gathering in
London a year ago.
The German hosts say it is
bringing together 2,000 people
from national and local politics,
business and other areas, argu-
ing that the task of supporting
Ukraine’s recovery is too big for
governments alone.
Among other immediate prob-
lems, sustained Russian attacks
on Ukraine’s power grid in
recent weeks have forced ener-
gy companies to institute
nationwide rolling blackouts.
Zelenskyy told the conference
that, in the coming month,
Ukraine needs equipment for
heating and electricity plants
that are currently out of action.
“This will allow us to respond
to the situation here and now,”
he said.
According to the president,
nine gigawatts of electricity
generating capacity have been
destroyed — including 80 per
cent of thermal power and
one-third of hydroelectric
power — while the peak con-
sumption in Ukraine last win-
ter was 18 gigawatts. Energy, he
said, continues to be “one of
(Russian President Vladimir)
Putin’s main targets.”
Looking beyond Ukraine’s
immediate problems,
Zelenskyy said foreign invest-

ments in energy would be
mutually beneficial.
“Ukraine has all the natural
foundations for modern ener-
gy, but without your financing
and investments, we won’t be
able to realize this,” he said.
“This is not about grants, but
about high-yield investments
for your companies, about a
large market for your equip-
ment, about loan programs
for your institutions,” all of
which could create tens of
thousands of new jobs, he
added.
That message was echoed by
German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz, who said the World
Bank has estimated that
rebuilding and modernizing
Ukraine will require invest-
ments of nearly USD 500 bil-
lion over the next 10 years.

“The reconstruction of
Ukraine is and also must be a
business case,” Scholz told par-
ticipants. He said that is illus-
trated by Ukraine having

exported excess electricity to
the European Union since 2022
— “that makes clear what goes
for the reconstruction of
Ukraine as a whole: it benefits
all concerned”.
Scholz, whose country has
become Ukraine’s second-
biggest weapons supplier after
the United States, appealed
anew to other allies to help
strengthen Ukraine’s air
defense, “because the best
reconstruction is that which
doesn’t have to take place”.
Since Russia launched a spring
offensive around Kharkiv,
Zelenskyy has insisted Ukraine
urgently needs seven more US-
made Patriot air defence sys-
tems.  The Berlin conference
also focuses on support for
reforms that Ukraine has
embarked on in its bid to join
the EU. On Monday, the head
of the State Agency for
Restoration of Ukraine,
Mustafa Nayyem, announced
his resignation on Facebook.

He cited “systemic obstacles
that prevent me from exercis-
ing my powers effectively” and
accused the government of
bogging his agency down in red
tape. Ukraine hasn’t had a
minister dedicated to recon-
struction since Oleksandr
Kubrakov was dismissed in
May. Nayyem complained that
Ukraine’s prime minister
barred him from attending the
Berlin conference.
Zelenskyy, making his third
visit to Berlin since Russia’s full-
scale invasion started in
February 2022, is also expect-
ed to make a speech to the
German parliament, or
Bundestag. He made a video
address to lawmakers a few
weeks after the war started.
The Ukrainian president last
visited in mid-February, when
he signed a bilateral security
agreement with Scholz, one of
a string of such accords that
allies have reached with Kyiv to
signal their long-term backing.
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Russia and its ally Belarus on
Tuesday launched a second

stage of drills intended to train
their troops in tactical nuclear
weapons, part of the Kremlin’s
efforts to discourage the West
from ramping up support for
Ukraine.

In announcing the nuclear
maneuvers last month, the
Russian Defense Ministry said
they were in response to
“provocative statements and
threats of certain Western offi-
cials regarding the Russian
Federation”.
The Kremlin has expressed
outrage after French President
Emmanuel Macron said he
doesn’t exclude deploying
troops to Ukraine, and the US
and some other NATO allies
allowed Kyiv to use the
weapons supplied by them for
striking targets on the Russian
territory.
Speaking to reporters Tuesday,
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry
Peskov noted that “such drills
and maintaining combat readi-

ness” are important in view of
the “hostile decisions and
actions” by the US and its allies
in Europe and their “daily
provocations”.
During the second stage of the
drills that began Tuesday,
Russian and Belarusian troops
will undergo joint training in
non-strategic nuclear weapons
used in combat, the Defence
Ministry said. It noted that the
exercise is aimed at maintain-
ing readiness of personnel and
equipment to ensure “sover-
eignty and territorial integrity”
of the alliance of Russia and
Belarus.
The first stage of the exercise
last month envisaged a prepa-
ration for nuclear missions
and deployment for launches,
according to the Defense
Ministry. The Russian military
had trained separately during
the initial stage of the maneu-
vers before joint drills with
Belarusian forces. Last year,
Russia moved some of its tac-
tical nuclear weapons into
neighbouring Belarus, which
also borders Ukraine and

NATO members Poland,
Latvia and Lithuania. Belarus’
authoritarian President
Alexander Lukashenko has
relied on close ties with Russia
and provided his country as a
staging ground for the war in
Ukraine.
Tactical nuclear weapons
include air bombs, warheads
for short-range missiles and
artillery munitions and are
meant for use on a battlefield.
Usually they are less powerful
than the strategic weapons —
massive warheads that arm
intercontinental ballistic mis-
siles and are intended to oblit-
erate entire cities.
Russian President Vladimir
Putin has noted, however, that
even Russia’s battlefield nuclear
weapons are much more pow-
erful than the two atomic
bombs the US dropped on
Japan at the end of World War
II.

Last week, Putin declared
that the West is wrong to pro-
ceed from the assumption that
Russia will never use its atom-
ic arsenal.
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Jailed former Pakistan
prime minister Imran

Khan on Tuesday claimed
the media has been forced
into silence by the state and
journalists who dissent have
faced suppression over the
last two years in the country.
Khan has been lodged at the
high-security Adiala Jail at
Rawalpindi since his arrest
10 months ago for his
involvement in multiple
cases, some of which have
resulted in conviction.  “In
Pakistan, the media has
always been vulnerable to
control by the state while
journalists have been target-
ed for  their  crit ical
approaches. Over the last
two years in Pakistan, the
media has been forced into
silence, and journalists who
dissent face suppression,”
Khan, 71, said on his X
account. The former prime
minister’s post comes days
after the Punjab govern-
ment – headed by Maryam
Nawaz, daughter of Khan’s
arch-rival and former prime
minister Nawaz Sharif –
recently introduced the
‘Punjab Defamation Act
2024,’ a controversial legis-
lation about defamation
which imposes massive
curbs on press freedom in
the name of fake news.
Independent media is one of

the most important pillars of
the state. It acts as a watchdog
and compels the government to
correct its course, the founder
of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) party said. “My govern-
ment tried to change this envi-
ronment by bringing in the
Protection of Journalists and
Media Law but it has been
sidelined since the engineered
VoNC,” he said.
VoNC he referred to was the
vote of no-confidence in April
2022 that threw out his govern-
ment over an alleged leak of a
diplomatic cable.
On Tuesday, the PTI founder
cited examples of some journal-
ists who were either murdered
or forced to leave the country
for their crit icism of the
Pakistan Army for its role in
politics. “Arshad Sharif was dri-
ven into exile by grave threats
and was murdered in cold
blood in Kenya. Dr Moeed
Pirzada, Sabir Shakir, and
Wajahat Saeed Khan have been
compelled to leave the country.
“Imran Riaz Khan was abduct-
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ed and tortured for over six
months, while journalists like
Siddique Jan, Sami Ibrahim,
Arif Hameed Bhatti and Adeel
Habib have been under con-
stant pressure,” he said, and

questioned: “Who is orches-
trating this systematic oppres-
sion in clear violation of our
Constitution and our commit-
ments under international
conventions?”
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AChinese ex-navy captain,
claiming to be a defector,

caught Taiwan’s navy off-guard
by driving his speedboat
directly to a pier outside the
capital Taipei on Sunday.
The intrusion by a mainland
Chinese man amid high-secu-
rity measures in the midst of
recurring tensions with China
came in for strong criticism
from Taiwan’s top politicians.
China views Taiwan as a rebel
province that must be reuni-
fied with the mainland, even
by force.
The man, identified as Ruan,
60, was spotted 11 km off the
coast of Tamsui in New Taipei.
After entering the Tamsui
River, which leads to down-
town Taipei, the boat hit a
ferry at the pier, according to
the coastguard, the Hong
Kong-based South China
Morning Post reported on
Tuesday.
Ruan, who claimed to be a for-
mer Chinese navy captain,
said he left Ningde port in
China’s coastal city of Fuzhou
a day earlier.  However,
Taiwan’s coastguard said no
food or drink was found on
the boat and the man did not
appear to have a tan.
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The Rev. James Lawson Jr.,
an apostle of nonviolent

protest who schooled activists
to withstand brutal reactions
from white authorities as the
Civi l  Rights  Movement
gained traction, has died, his
family said Monday. He was
95.
His family said Lawson died
on Sunday after a short illness
in Los Angeles, where he
spent decades working as a
pastor, labor movement orga-
nizer and university professor.
Lawson was a close adviser to
the Rev Martin Luther King
Jr, who called him “the lead-
ing theorist and strategist of
nonviolence in the world”.
Lawson met King in 1957,
after spending three years in
India soaking up knowledge

about Mohandas K Gandhi’s
independence movement.
King would travel to India
himself two years later, but at
the time, he had only read
about Gandhi in books.
The two Black pastors —
both 28 years old — quickly
bonded over their enthusiasm
for the Indian leader’s ideas,
and King urged Lawson to put
them into action in the
American South.
Lawson soon led workshops
in church basements in
Nashville, Tennessee, that pre-
pared John Lewis, Diane
Nash, Bernard Lafayette,
Marion Barry, the Freedom
Riders and many others to
peacefully withstand vicious
responses to their challenges
of racist laws and policies.
Lawson’s lessons led Nashville

to become the first major
city in the South to desegre-
gate its downtown, on May
10, 1960, after hundreds of
well-organised students
staged lunch-counter sit-ins
and boycotts of discriminato-
ry businesses. Lawson’s partic-
ular contribution was to
introduce Gandhian princi-
ples to people more familiar
with biblical teachings, show-
ing how direct action could
expose the immorality and
fragility of racist white power
structures.
Gandhi said “that we persons
have the power to resist the
racism in our own lives and
souls”, Lawson told the AP.
“We have the power to make
choices and to say no to that
wrong. That’s also Jesus.”
Years later, in 1968, it was

Lawson who organized the
sanitation workers strike that
fateful ly  drew King to
Memphis. Lawson said he
was at first paralyzed and
forever saddened by King’s
assassination. “I thought I
would not live beyond 40,
myself,” Lawson said. “The
imminence of death was a
part of the discipline we lived
with, but no one as much as
King.”
Still, Lawson made it his life’s
mission to preach the power
of nonviolent direct action.
“I’m still anxious and frustrat-
ed,” Lawson said as he marked
the 50th anniversary of King’s
death with a march in
Memphis. “The task is unfin-
ished.” 
James Morris Lawson Jr., was
born on Sept. 22, 1928, the

son and grandson of minis-
ters ,  and grew up in
Massillon, Ohio, where he
became ordained himself as a
high school senior. He told
The Tennessean that his com-
mitment to nonviolence
began in elementary school,
when he told his mother that
he had slapped a boy who had
used a racial slur against him.
“What good did that do,
Jimmy?” his mother asked.
That simple question forever
changed his life, Lawson said.
He became a pacifist, refusing
to serve when drafted for the
Korean War, and spent a year
in prison as a conscientious
objector. The Fellowship of
Reconciliation, a pacifist
group, sponsored his trip to
India after he finished a soci-
ology degree.
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Automakers dispatched
over 3.47 lakh passenger

vehicles to dealers in
domestic market in May,
recording an year-on-year
growth of 4 per cent over
same month last year,
industry body SIAM said on
Tuesday.
The overall passenger vehicle
(PV) dispatches from
companies to dealers stood at
3,47,492 units last month, as
compared to 3,34,537 units in
May 2023.
The dispatches were the
highest ever for the month of
May so far, driven by robust
offtake of utility vehicles.
Maruti Suzuki sold 1,44,002
units last month, as against
1,43,708 units in May 2023.
Hyundai Motor India
dispatched 49,151 units in
May, as compared to 48,601
units in May 2023.
Mahindra & Mahindra sold
43,218 units last month, as
against 32,886 units in the
year-ago period.
All the segments -- passenger
vehicles, commercial vehicles,
two-wheelers and three-
wheelers have posted growth
in May, as compared to the
same month last year, the
Society of Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM)

President Vinod Aggarwal
said in a statement.
"Passenger vehicles have only
witnessed a moderate growth,
primarily owing to a high
base effect of the previous
year," he noted.
Two-wheeler sales rose 10 per
cent to 16,20,084 units last
month, as compared to
14,71,550 units in the year-
ago period. Three-wheeler
dispatches rose 15 per cent to
55,763 units in May, as against
48,610 units in May 2023.
"With expectations of above
normal monsoon and
continued emphasis on
economic development by the
new government, as it pursues
its goal of Viksit Bharat by
2047, the auto industry is
optimistic of steady growth in
2024-25 as well," Aggarwal
stated.
Elaborating further, SIAM
Director General Rajesh
Menon said PV dispatches
last month were the highest
ever in May so far.
Two-wheelers saw a growth of
10 per cent last month but still
remains lower than 2017-18
levels of May, he said.
"Domestic sales of three-
wheelers in May 2024 grew by
14.7 per cent compared to
May 2023, posting the
highest-ever sales in May,"
Menon said. 
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The micro loans portfolio
of various lenders grew by

27 per cent year-on-year for
the March 2024 quarter, a
report said on Tuesday.
After remaining stable or
improving over the last many
quarters, the stress levels in
terms of loan default inched
up marginally during the
quarter, the report by credit
information company Crif
High Mark said.
At a time when the regulator
is flagging concerns on
unsecured loans, the data
pointed out that personal loan

outstandings of microfinance
borrowers witnessed the
second fastest growth among
other retail assets with a
portfolio growth of over 38
per cent.
The gross loan portfolio grew
28 per cent to Rs 4.42 lakh
crore in December, the report
said, adding that the growth
was 8.5 per cent as compared
to the preceding December
quarter figure.
The top 10 states account for
83.5 per cent of the Gross
Loan Portfolio (GLP), it said,
adding that West Bengal,
Bihar and Uttar Pradesh
posted the fastest growth

during the January-March
period.
However, the proportion of
loan assets overdue for the
duration between 31 days and
180 days grew to 2.1 per cent
in March from the 2 per cent
level in December 2023, the
report said.
Tirunelveli district was the
worst performer nationally on
asset quality, followed by
Coimbatore and Madurai,
making Tamil Nadu home to
the three top districts where
microlenders are facing
maximum stress.
Tamil Nadu also topped
nationally on the average

balances per account front,
with an outstanding of Rs
62,200 per borrower.
The report said borrowers
with a higher number of
active loans have higher
delinquency and added that
over 12 per cent of the
borrowers have four or more
active loans. Karnataka leads
the states where borrowers
have the maximum active
loans.
It said 14.2 per cent of the
MFI borrowers have an active
retail loan, which is
marginally lower than the
14.9 per cent in the year-ago
period.
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India ranks sixth globally
for its employment outlook

for September quarter 2024,
with 30 per cent of businesses
planning to increase their
staff over the next three
months, according to a global
survey by workforce
solutions company
ManpowerGroup.
India's Net Employment
Outlook (NEO), calculated
by subtracting employers
planning reductions versus
those planning to hire, stood
at 30 per cent. It weakened
from the previous quarter
and the same time last year by
6 per cent, as employers are
cautious in their hiring intent
for the next three months.
India ranks sixth globally for
its employment outlook, 8
points above the global
average. The survey was
conducted in 42 countries.
Globally, Costa Rica reported
the strongest hiring
expectation for July-
September at 35 per cent,
followed by Switzerland (34
per cent), Guatemala (32 per
cent), Mexico (32 per cent)
and South Africa (31 per cent).
On the other hand, Argentina
and Romania reported the
weakest NEO at 3 per cent.
In the Asia Pacific region, the
country has the strongest
outlook. India (30 per cent)
and China (28 per cent)
continue to report the
strongest outlook in the

region. Most cautious outlooks
were reported by employers in
Hong Kong (8 per cent) and
Japan (12 per cent).
In the latest edition of the
M a n p o w e r G r o u p
Employment Outlook Survey,
3,150 employers in India
were asked about their third
quarter hiring intentions.
"The global slowdown has
been impacting the IT sector
in India for quite a while.
Added to the circumstances,
is the political uncertainty
looming over the country due
to general elections during
data collection of this survey.
Clearly, employers are being
cautious in their short-term
resource planning," said
ManpowerGroup's India and

Middle East Managing
Director Sandeep Gulati.
The real estate sector,
however, has seen an
increased investor interest
with a capital inflow to the
tune of USD 1.1 billion led by
the residential sector.
"We hope the gap between
the demand of specific skills
and supply is bridged with
strategic long term talent
planning in corporates in
India. Hire, train and deploy
is a strategy that can make a
difference to mitigate this
problem," Gulati said.
Overall, the hiring intentions
in North India stood at 36 per
cent, followed by West (31
per cent), South (30 per cent),
and East (21 per cent).

Hiring sentiments across all
sectors however declined
when compared to the same
period last year.
Going by the industry size,
large organizations (with
1,000-4,999 employees)
indicate strongest optimism in
hiring with NEO of 42 per cent
followed by small (50 -249
employees) and medium (250-
999 employees) organizations
(34 per cent) and large
enterprises (30 per cent).
Sector-wise, the financials
and real estate sector and
healthcare and life sciences
continue to dominate the
market with strongest hiring
intentions. The weakest
outlook is indicated in
communication services and
transport, logistics and
automotive, the survey said.
More than 62 per cent of
employers have adopted AI
including generative
conversational AI with 80 per
cent of the senior leadership
team optimistic about the
positive impact of AI on
overall business, as opposed
to 68 per cent of frontline and
factory workers.
Contrary to common belief,
almost 68 per cent of
employers plan to increase
headcount due to adoption of
AI and Machine Learning
over the next 2 years led by
the communication services
sector, Financial and Real
Estate, Industrials &
Materials and Information
Technology. 
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Capital markets watchdog
Sebi on Tuesday initiated

the process to hire 49 officers
in different departments this
year, a move that will help in
faster and more effective
execution of its regulatory
role. 
This came after the Securities
and Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) invited applications in
March for the 97 senior-level
posts.
The link for submitting the
application online was
originally scheduled to open
on April 13. However, it was
decided to postpone the same
due to the schedule of the
General Elections. 
Now, in a fresh notice on
Tuesday, Sebi has invited
applications for 49 posts of
Officer Grade A (Assistant
Manager) for General, legal,
information technology,
engineering electrical,
research and official language
streams.
The link for submitting the
application online will be
open till June 30.
The regulator is looking to fill
34 positions in the General
stream, 10 in information
technology, two in the legal
team and one each in
engineering (electrical),
research and official language
departments.
Selection will be carried out
in three phases beginning July
27.
Sebi has been beefing up its
headcount over the last few

years. In July 2022, the
regulator invited applications
for 25 senior-level executives
in the information technology
department.
In January 2021, the markets
regulator invited applications
for the recruitment of 120
Officer Grade A (Assistant
Manager) in different
streams. 
In March 2020, the regulator
invited applications for 147
senior-level officials and
around 1.4 lakh people
applied for these positions.
Formed by the government in
1988, Sebi was given statutory
powers following the passage
of the Sebi Act in 1992 after
the Harshad Mehta scam that
hit the Indian markets. As per

its preamble, Sebi is mandated
to protect the interests of
investors in securities as well
as promote and regulate the
securities markets.
It regulates business in stock
exchanges and other
securities markets, registers
and regulates various market
intermediaries, including
brokers, merchant bankers,
registrars, portfolio managers
and investment advisers, as
well as foreign portfolio
investors, credit rating
agencies, mutual funds and
venture capital funds.
Besides, Sebi is mandated to
check fraudulent and unfair
trade practices, insider
trading and other
manipulative activities. 

India reports sixth strongest hiring outlook
globally in September quarter, says survey
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The total tyre exports from
India during 2023-24

stood at Rs 23,073 crore,
matching previous year's
figure on the back of a sharp
recovery in the second half of
the fiscal, the Automotive
Tyre Manufacturers'
Association (ATMA) said on
Tuesday.
In the first half of the year,
tyre exports were severely
impacted by falling demand
in view of slowdown in
advanced economies,
geopolitical uncertainties and
inflationary pressures, the
industry body said in a
statement.
"Tyre exports from India
made a sharp recovery in the
second half of FY2023-24 and
went up by 12 per cent in
value terms against the year-
ago period," ATMA said
citing data released by
Ministry of Commerce.
The total tyre exports from
India during FY2023-24
stood at Rs 23,073 crore
matching previous year's
figure, it added.
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Benchmark equity indices
Sensex and Nifty ended

almost flat on Tuesday after a
record-breaking rally as
investors preferred to remain
on the sidelines awaiting
further triggers. 
After trading in the positive
territory for the most part of
the session, the 30-share BSE
Sensex declined 33.49 points
or 0.04 per cent to settle at
76,456.59 due to fag-end
selling. During the day, it
jumped 370.45 points or 0.48
per cent to 76,860.53.
In a volatile trade, the NSE
Nifty ended marginally up by
5.65 points or 0.02 per cent to
23,264.85.
Sensex and Nifty hit their all-
time high levels in the early
trade on Monday.
"After a notable rebound, the

domestic market has
stabilised, awaiting further
triggers. With the resolution
of uncertainties in
government formation,
attention has shifted back to

global and domestic
indicators. Concerns have
risen regarding potential US
rate cuts following last week's
strong US job data, leading to
an increase in US bond
yields.
"However, FIIs have been net
buyers lately. Investors are
now gearing up for this
week's policy decisions from
the US Fed and the BoJ, as
well as key inflation data
from the US and India,
seeking insights into the
trajectory of rate cuts," Vinod
Nair, Head of Research,
Geojit Financial Services,
said.
Among the 30 Sensex
companies, Kotak Mahindra
Bank, Asian Paints, Reliance
Industries, ITC, Sun Pharma,
ICICI Bank, Axis Bank and
JSW Steel were the major
laggards.
On the other hand, Larsen &
Toubro, Tata Motors, Maruti,
NTPC, Mahindra &
Mahindra and UltraTech
Cement were among the
gainers.
In the broader market, the

BSE smallcap gauge climbed
0.95 per cent, and midcap
index rallied 0.74 per cent.
Among sectoral indices,
telecommunication rallied
1.93 per cent, oil and gas
climbed 1.84 per cent, realty
soared 1.04 per cent, energy
jumped 1 per cent, auto (0.89
per cent) and consumer

discretionary (0.60 per cent).
In contrast, metal, FMCG
and consumer durables were
the laggards. 
"The markets remained
range-bound and ended
unchanged, continuing the
Monday's trend. After a flat
start, the Nifty gradually
climbed higher, but profit-

taking in the latter half erased
all gains, eventually settling at
23,264.85," said Ajit Mishra -
SVP, Research, Religare
Broking Ltd.
In Asian markets, Seoul and
Tokyo settled higher, while
Shanghai and Hong Kong
ended lower. European
markets were trading lower.
US markets ended in positive
territory on Monday. "Global
equities were mixed on
Tuesday in a busy week that
will bring some important
reports on US inflation along
with a policy meeting of the
Federal Reserve.
" The UK unemployment rate
unexpectedly climbed to its
highest level (4.4 per cent in
February-April vs 4.3 per
cent in the previous period)
in two and a half years.
European assets extended
Monday's losses as
nervousness over political
upheaval in France
continued," Deepak Jasani,
Head of Retail Research at
HDFC Securities, said.
Signalling continuity, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on

Monday retained Amit Shah,
Rajnath Singh, Nirmala
Sitharaman and S Jaishankar
in charge of the four high-
profile ministries - Home,
Defence, Finance and
External Affairs -
respectively, in his new
government.
The four ministers in charge
of these portfolios make up
the crucial Cabinet
Committee on Security
headed by the prime minister.
Global oil benchmark Brent
crude declined 0.32 per cent
to USD 81.37 a barrel.
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) bought
equities worth Rs 2,572.38
crore on Monday, according
to exchange data.
After breaching the 77,000
mark during early trade on
Monday, the BSE benchmark
Sensex came under selling
pressure at the fag-end of the
session and ended 203.28
points or 0.27 per cent lower
at 76,490.08. Halting its
three-day rally, the NSE Nifty
dipped 30.95 points or 0.13
per cent to settle at 23,259.20. 

Sensex, Nifty settle almost flat amid volatile trade
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SBI, the country's largest
lender, on Tuesday said

small business lending will be
the "focal point" for growth
and profit for the next five
years. The state-owned lender
launched a product
christened "SME (small and
medium enterprises) Digital
Business Loans", under which
loans will be sanctioned in 45
minutes.
"MSME (micro, small and
medium enterprises)
advances have been identified
as the focal point for the
bank's growth and

profitability over the next five
years," an official statement
said. The bank is aiming to
broaden credit accessibility
for small businesses in the
coming months by extending
availability across all partner
customer service point
touchpoints and via QR codes
at outdoor touchpoints in the
coming months, the
statement said.
For the year ended on March
31, 2024, the bank's overall
SME book grew by over 20
per cent to Rs 4.33 lakh crore
and gross non performing
assets in the book came down
to 3.75 per cent from a peak

of 9.43 per cent in FY20.
The newly launched product
was termed as "a significant
leap forward" in digitalisation
by offering SMEs a digital
loan journey with an end-to-
end sanction turnaround time
of up to 45 minutes.
"By leveraging the rich data
footprint of MSME units in
the ecosystem, we aim to
provide the fastest and most
intuitive lending process,
further solidifying our
position as the leading MSME
lender in the country," the
bank's chairman Dinesh
Khara said.
The newly launched

proposition eliminates the
need for traditional credit
underwriting and lengthy
appraisal processes, the bank
statement said, adding that it
offers simplicity, speed, and
accessibility in MSME
lending.
The new platform relies on
data footprints from sources
such as ITR, GST returns, and
bank statements, the
statement said, adding, the
bank has developed a data-
driven credit assessment
engine capable of providing
sanction decisions within 10
seconds after submitting the
required details.
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Additional Secretary and
Director General, Labour

Welfare in the Union Labour
Ministry, Kamal Kishore Soan,
a senior IAS officer from
Jharkhand Cadre (Batch :1998)
has been given the additional
charge of Director General of
Employees’ State Insurance
Corporation (ESIC).
With his extensive experience
across multiple departments in
the state of Jharkhand, he
brings a wealth of knowledge
and a proven track record in
governance and management

to his new position.
His background in areas such
as land revenue management,
district administration,
agriculture, health, finance,
and social justice underscores
his versatility and capability to
lead effectively in diverse
fields, according to a statement
here.
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Nexgen Exhibitions,
organisers of the

renowned International
Police Expo, one of Asia’s
premier homeland security
and defence expos, have
released the findings of a
comprehensive survey aimed
at streamlining Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI) and
bolstering Defence Research
& Development (R&D) and
manufacturing capabilities.
This initiative aims to propel
India towards its ambitious
$5 billion defence exports
target by 2024-25. 
The survey, conducted across
15 cities in India, saw
participation from over 130
national and international
arms, ammunition, and
security equipment
manufacturers, exporters,
and start-ups.
The key highlights
underscored the need for
streamlined FDI inflows,
elevated technology
integration with AI and other
futuristic technologies, and a
robust skill development
ecosystem to create a large
pool of industry-ready
professionals. 
By enhancing R&D and
manufacturing capabilities,
India’s homeland security and
defence sector is poised to
emerge as a global
manufacturing hub.
Additionally, increasing
procurement categories is a

significant step toward
boosting domestic defence
manufacturing. Currently,
India exports defence
equipment to over 75
countries, demonstrating its
growing footprint in the
global defence market. 
The homeland security sector
is crucial for maintaining
internal stability and
protecting national interests.
Integrating advanced
technologies and data
analytics is paramount for
effective threat detection,
surveillance, and response. 
By leveraging AI and
machine learning, security
agencies can predict and
mitigate risks more
efficiently. Moreover,
developing a robust disaster
management mechanism
ensures preparedness and
swift response to
emergencies, enhancing
public safety and national
resilience. 
Aadhar Bansal, Director,
Nexgen Exhibitions said,
“The increase in
procurement categories and
emphasis on quality and
innovation have positioned
India as a reliable defence
equipment supplier on the
global stage. The
Government’s supportive
policies, coupled with
strategic partnerships and
collaborations, are driving
the growth of India’s defence
exports, bringing the country
closer to its $5 billion target
by 2024-25.” 
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Survey highlights need for
streamlined FDI to propel India as
global defence manufacturing hub
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Women’s pistol ace
Manu Bhaker was
the only one to be

picked in two individual
events after her excellent
run of form in selection
trials as the national
shooting federation on
Tuesday announced a 15-
member Indian rifle and
pistol team for the Paris
Olympics.
The team was finalised
during a selection meeting
held virtually. The squad has
eight rifle shooters and
seven in pistol discipline. 
The selectors decided to give
precedence to trial results,
shutting the door on the
likes of world champion
Rudrankksh Patil, who has
been pleading to be
considered despite
underwhelming scores in his
pet 10m air rifle event as he
had won the quota.
In shooting, quotas are won
by countries and not
individual athletes.
All the team members, along
with the coaches and

support staff, are currently
in a camp in Volmerange-
Les-Mines, France, mainly
aimed at “acclimatisation
and hard-training” before
they come back home for a
two-week break.
The shotgun squad will be
announced after the ISSF
World Cup in Lonato, Italy,
competitions in which start
from Wednesday and go on
till June 18.
The Paris Games will be held
from July 26 to August 11.
Indian shooters managed to
secure a record 21 of the 24
possible quotas, including a
full allocation of eight each
in rifle and pistol events.
This is India’s best-ever
quota haul in shooting at
any edition of the Olympics,
eclipsing the 15 from Tokyo
Games.
This means the athlete who
clinched the quota can be
replaced by another, leading
up to the Games on the basis
of scores in the selection
trials conducted by the
national federation.
Sharing his thoughts,
National Rifle Association of

India’s (NRAI) senior vice
president Kalikesh Narayan
Singh Deo, said, “The
selection committee met and
deliberated at length. After
deliberating at length, we
feel we have selected the best
team on current form as per
merit and sticking to the
policy.
“We are confident that
everything has been put in
place for the team to deliver.
Given our depth in rifle and
pistol, some very good
shooters are not part of the
squad. However, they will
have a chance to make a
comeback. We wish the
squad all the very best.”
Deo is right as the
performance of the shooters
in the trials underlined
India’s depth and bench
strength in rifle and pistol
shooting but that is no
guarantee for a rich haul at
the Olympics.
For proof, one can go back
to the Tokyo and Rio Games,
where India fielded 12 and
15-member teams and
returned empty-handed on
both occasions.

On behalf of the federation,
Deo thanked the
Government of India, the
Sports Ministry, and the
Sports of Authority of India,
who have “guided and
supported us in every step of
the preparations.”
Besides all 16 possible shots
at a medal, in eight
individual rifle and pistol
events, India will also have a
record five starts across the
four individual shotgun
events. Additionally, India
will also field five mixed
teams, two each in rifle and
pistol and one in shotgun.
K Sultan Singh, secretary
general at NRAI, said, “The
team is in good form and
battle ready, consisting of as
many as four Olympians and
other senior shooters as well
as a lot of extremely
promising, confident and
matured young talent.
“They have been training
very systematically for a
long time under the
guidance and support of the
entire training squad of the
HPD (High-Performance
Director), foreign coaches,

national coaches, the sports
science team, the physios
etc. Who have been
steadfastly and minutely
working towards one goal
and that is to have a
successful podium finish.”
The NRAI will also be
looking to exchange the
spare quota place which has
freed up because of Bhaker
making it to two events,
appropriately as per ISSF
(International Shooting
Sport Federation) rules.
Indian rifle and pistol team
for Paris Olympics:
Rifle: Sandeep Singh, Arjun
Babuta (10m Air Rifle M),
Elavenil Valarivan, Ramita
(10m Air Rifle W), Sift Kaur
Samra, Anjum Moudgil
(50m Rifle 3 Positions W),
Aishwary Tomar, Swapnil
Kusale (50m Rifle 3
Positions M)
Pistol: Sarabjot Singh, Arjun
Cheema (10m Air Pistol M),
Manu Bhaker, Rhythm
Sangwan (10m Air Pistol
W), Anish Bhanwal
Vijayveer Sidhu (25m RFP
M) , Manu Bhaker, Esha
Singh (25m Pistol W).
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India will host next year’s
men’s Junior Hockey World

Cup, marking the event’s
return to the country after nine
years, the Executive Board of
the International Hockey
Federation announced on
Tuesday.
The tournament will be held in
December and it will be the
first time ever that a Hockey
Junior World Cup will include
as many as 24 teams.
This was announced by FIH
President Tayyab Ikram who
said: “Giving more
opportunities to play to a
larger and more diverse
number of National
Associations is one of the key
pillars of our empowerment
and engagement strategy.”
“We saw at the FIH Hockey5s
World Cup in Oman this year
how more diversity brings a
huge added value to our
events.
“Therefore, I’m very happy
that we’ve increased the
number of participating teams
for the FIH Hockey Junior
World Cups and I look
forward to seeing these 24
young teams, representing the
future of our sport, next year!”
he added.
The last edition of the
tournament was held in Kuala
Lumpur in 2023 with
Germany emerging winners
with a 2-1 win over France.

Spain and India took the third
and fourth places respectively.
India have, in the past, hosted
the tournament three times in
2013 (New Delhi), 2016
(Lucknow) and 2021
(Bhubaneswar). India were the
winners of the 2016 edition as
well.
“At this stage, I would like to
extend our sincerest gratitude
to Hockey India for their
commitment to organise yet
another fantastic event,” Ikram
added.
Extending his gratitude,
president of Hockey India
Dilip Tirkey said: “This
prestigious tournament
highlights India’s growing
importance in international
hockey and shows our
dedication to developing the
sport for future generations.
“We’re excited to share India’s
rich hockey history and
provide a stage for young talent
to showcase their skills.”
Secretary general of Hockey
India Bhola Nath Singh termed
this a significant step for HI.
“We appreciate the FIH’s trust
in us. This event offers a
fantastic chance to bring
hockey to even greater heights,
inspiring a whole new
generation of players and fans
in India and globally.
“We’re committed to making
this tournament a memorable
experience that celebrates
everything hockey is about,” he
added.
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American standout Sydney
McLaughlin-Levrone is

leading the way as expected in
the 400 meters with the Paris
Olympics less than 50 days
away.
Jamaica’s Nickisha Pryce and
Poland’s Natalia Kaczmarek
are not far behind, though.
Kaczmarek clocked 48.98
seconds at the European
athletics championships on
Monday to mark the third
straight day that a woman has
cracked the 49-second barrier.
Pryce got it started with a 48.89
for Arkansas at the NCAA
championships on Saturday.
Then McLaughlin-Levrone
responded with a 48.75 in New
York on Sunday.

In Rome, Kaczmarek surged
past Ireland’s Rhasidat Adeleke
in the final meters to smash
Irena Szewinska’s 48-year-old
Polish national record of 49.28
and set the fastest time by a
European this century.
“Coming to the start, I was
dreaming about the Polish
record but this 48.98 was

something more than my
imagination,” said Kaczmarek,
the silver medalist at the
worlds last year.
Adeleke, who helped Ireland to
gold in the 4x400 mixed relay,
took silver in 49.07. Lieke
Klaver of the Netherlands
claimed bronze in 50.08.
In the men’s 400, Alexander

Doom of Belgium also came
from behind to win in a
championship record 44.15
ahead of Charles Dobson of
Britain (44.38) and Liemarvin
Bonevacia of the Netherlands
(44.88). There was an upset in
the hammer throw when Sara
Fantini of host Italy beat three-
time defending Olympic
champion Anita Wlodarczyk
for gold. Then Timothe
Mumenthaler of Switzerland
silenced the home crowd when
he edged Filippo Tortu - the
anchorman from Italy’s 4x100
gold at the Tokyo Olympics - to
win the 200 in 20.28.
“It was a lost opportunity,”
Tortu said. “The gold was
within reach. I just didn’t run
well. It’s very upsetting and I
can’t celebrate this silver.
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Goalkeepers and defenders:
Exhale.

The most feared striker in Europe
won’t be playing at the European
Championship.
That’s because Erling Haaland’s
Norway didn’t qualify.
Haaland’s goal-scoring statistics
with both club and country are
staggering: 90 goals in 98 matches
across all competitions in two
seasons with Manchester City, and
30 in 32 matches for Norway since
his national team debut in 2019.
But Halaand produced “only” five
goals in six qualifying matches for
Norway, which finished third in
Group A behind Spain and
Scotland and didn’t even reach the
playoffs.
Norway’s absence also means that
Arsenal and Norway captain Martin
Odegaard won’t be at the
tournament in Germany.
Norway won only three of eight
qualifiers and finished six points
behind group runner-up Scotland.
A look at some other top players
who won’t be at Euro 2024, which
starts Friday:
THIBAUT COURTOIS Thibaut
Courtois was healthy enough to

make two key saves during the first
half of the Champions League final
and help Real Madrid to another
title.
But the Belgium goalkeeper
announced in December that he
would miss the Euros and has not
backpedaled on his decision despite
returning to full fitness for Madrid
after a long-term knee injury.
There’s also this: There are ongoing
tensions between Courtois and
Belgium coach Domenico Tedesco.
Courtois questioned Tedesco’s
“reality” after the coach accused
him of abandoning his teammates
and faking an injury before a
qualifier last year.
Without the Madrid ‘keeper,
Tedesco’s choices in goal are: Matz
Sels (Nottingham Forest), Koen
Casteels (Wolfsburg) and Thomas
Kaminski (Luton).
KARIM BENZEMA Benzema
retired from France’s national team
the day after “Les Bleus” lost the
2022 World Cup final without the
striker.
Then last year he left Real Madrid
for Saudi Arabian club Al-Ittihad
and now, at age 36, his days at the
top seem finished.
Benzema was awarded the Ballon
d’Or as the world’s top player in

2022 but then missed the World
Cup in Qatar that year after tearing
a left thigh muscle in pre-
tournament training.
He also didn’t play in France’s
victorious 2018 World Cup
campaign because he was still exiled
from the national team for his
alleged role in a sex-tape scandal

with teammate Mathieu Valbuena.
France coach Didier Deschamps
has plenty of options up front
without Benzema, led by captain
Kylian Mbappé. France’s other
forwards include Bradley Barcola,
Kingsley Coman, Ousmane
Dembélé, Olivier Giroud, Randal
Kolo Muani and Marcus Thuram. 

Two more former France starters
missing are midfielder Paul Pogba,
who is serving a doping ban, and
defender Lucas Hernandez, who
recently underwent surgery after
rupturing his left ACL.
MARCUS RASHFORD The
Manchester United striker paid the
price for a disappointing season at

the club level and failed to make the
cut for England coach Gareth
Southgate’s initial 33-man selection.
Rashford managed just eight goals
for a United team that suffered its
lowest-ever Premier League finish -
eighth.
The omission comes only two
seasons after Rashford had a career-
best campaign, scoring 34 goals for
club and country.
Jack Grealish, Harry Maguire and
Jordan Henderson - who all played
in the final when England lost to
Italy in a penalty shootout in 2021 -
were also left out by Southgate.
“These are difficult calls, you are
talking about players who are very
good players, who have been an
important part of what we have
done,” Southgate said. “With
Marcus, I feel players in the same
area of the pitch have had better
seasons, it’s as simple as that.”
MATS HUMMELS Reaching the
Champions League final wasn’t
enough for Mats Hummels to make
the squad for host Germany.
Hummels made a strong case for
inclusion with his inspirational
performances in Borussia
Dortmund’s run in Europe. But
Germany coach Julian Nagelsmann
said there were “1,000 components”

to the decision not to include the
veteran defender. Nagelsmann sees
Real Madrid’s Antonio Rüdiger and
Bayer Leverkusen’s Jonathan Tah as
his preferred central defensive
pairing - and anyone else would
need to be content with a backup
role.
Dortmund defender Nico
Schlotterbeck is evidently content to
take the reserve role and did make
the squad.
Bayern Munich midfielder Leon
Goretzka was also left out, despite a
strong finish to the Bundesliga
season.
SANDRO TONALI Newcastle
midfielder Sandro Tonali is serving
a 10-month ban for betting on
teams he played for - ruling him out
of consideration for defending
champion Italy.
It leaves coach Luciano Spalletti
without his top choice at playmaker
but opens space for the likes of
Jorginho and Lorenzo Pellegrini.
Tonali had seemed poised to inherit
the role that once belonged to
Andrea Pirlo by setting the pace and
directing the attack for Italy’s squad.
Several other Italy players are out
injured: Domenico Berardi, Nicolò
Zaniolo, Francesco Acerbi and
Giorgio Scalvini
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Former Commonwealth
heavyweight champion

Sangram Singh is set to
become the first Indian male
wrestler to join mixed martial
arts.
Sangram will be the second
Indian overall after Puja Tomar
to compete as a MMA fighter
for which he has requisite skills

being a wrestler, stated a
release on Tuesday. 
“Wrestling has given me so
much including the love from
the people of my country and I
hope that they will continue to
do the same in my new
endeavour,” Sangram said. 
“MMA is the future, its
growing popularity in the last
few years speaks for itself.
India has one of the highest
viewerships for the sport and I
hope that the fans of the sport
can support me in the same
manner,” he added. 
The 38-year-old Sangram
recently made his return to
wrestling after six-year gap at
the Dubai Pro Wrestling
Championship, in which he
defeated Pakistan’s
Muhammad Saeed in a largely
one-sided affair.
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Strikers Robert Lewandowski and
Karol Swiderski were in doubt for

the European Championship after they
were injured as Poland beat Turkey 2-1
in a warmup on Monday.
Lewandowski set up Swiderski for the
opening goal in the 12th minute. But in
his celebrations, Swiderski hurt his
ankle and had to be replaced.
Captain Lewandowski, Poland’s all-
time leading goal-scorer, lasted until
the 32nd when he hurt his right leg and
was substituted.
The double blow was a nightmare for
Poland. Arkadiusz Milik was to be up
front with Lewandowski for the Euros
until he damaged his left knee on
Friday in the friendly against Ukraine.
Milik returned to Juventus and had
successful knee surgery on Monday.
Lewandowski and Swiderski have only
until Sunday to recover when Poland
opens its Euros campaign against the
Netherlands in Hamburg.
Turkey threatened the equalizer in the
second half. Arda Güler and Orkun
Köktoçü were saved but goalkeeper
Wojciech Szczesny was helpless when
halftime substitute Baris Alper Yilmaz’s
shot from the edge of box deflected in.
After Turkey’s Kerem Akturkoglu hit
the crossbar from long range, Poland
won in the 90th thanks to a beauty by
Nicola Zalewski, who weaved past two
defenders to the box and scored his
maiden international goal.

Turkey faces Georgia in its opener on
Tuesday week in Dortmund, while
Poland will be sweating on its strikers.
There was nothing wrong with the
Dutch attack. They have warmed up
with consecutive 4-0 wins.
Iceland was put to the sword in
Rotterdam, with Virgil van Dijk and

Wout Weghorst scoring, just as they did
against Canada last Thursday at De
Kuip.
Xavi Simons’ first goal for the
Netherlands was teed up by Denzel
Dumfries’ header in the first half, then
Nathan Ake’s nod set up Van Dijk.
Substitute Donyell Malen scored thanks

to Memphis Depay, but Depay was
denied moments later when VAR ruled
out his goal because of an earlier
handball.
However, VAR overturned another on-
field decision to allow Weghorst’s goal
in added time.
The Czech Republic struggled to
subdue North Macedonia 2-1, needing
two second-half penalties in Hradec
Králové.
After Malta was ravaged 7-1 last Friday,
the Czechs made nine changes to give
their likely Euro lineup a run before
facing Portugal in a week in Leipzig.
But nobody scored until the 60th when
Patrik Schick converted a penalty for a
foul on Tomas Soucek.
Just five minutes later, North
Macedonia was level after Isnik Alimi
headed in a rebound of Aleksandar
Trajkovski’s shot off the right post.
The Czechs needed all seven minutes of
added time to find the winner, from a
spot kick by Antonin Barak.
They suffered a setback on Sunday
when midfielder Michal Sadilek, who
captained the team against Malta,
withdrew from the Euro 2024 squad
after injuring his shin from falling off a
bike on a day off.
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Adhoc Committee, Delhi
Swimming Association

(Regd.) as appointed by the
Swimming Federation of India
will conduct trials on Saturday,
15 June 2024 at 10.00 am
onwards at the Dr. SPM Sports
Complex Swimming Pool,
New Delhi, to select Delhi
Water polo & Diving Teams of
Junior Boys & Girls. These
selected Teams will participate
in the ensuing 40th Sub Junior
& 50th Junior National
Swimming Championship
(Water-polo & Diving Events)
- 2024 which will be held in
Indore (MadhyaPradesh) from
7th to 11th July 2024 as
informed by its Chairman Mr.
Balraj Sharma. All interested
players who wish to participate
in these selection trials are
required to reach the venue at
the specified time with valid
SFI UID Card renewed up to
31.03.2025.
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Indore to host diving
and water polo trials
for National Junior
Championships
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RIFLE, PISTOL TEAM FOR OLYMPICS ANNOUNCED; BHAKER PICKED IN TWO INDIVIDUAL EVENTS
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India’s batting prima donnas
would want to unchain
themselves from the

vagaries of a much-maligned
drop-in track and chance their
arms freely against an
impressive-but-inexperienced
USA in their group league
game of the T20 World Cup
here on Wednesday.
India, who are classified as A1
(irrespective of points), need
just one more win to ensure
their Super Eight berth and
despite the two-paced nature
of the Nassau County track,
they wouldn’t like a repeat of
the match against Pakistan
where they lost their last seven
wickets for 28 runs.
Against USA, the approach
could be a high-risk one like
Pakistan but perhaps with
higher dividends.
Their dreams of wearing the
India blues remained
unfulfilled but when a
sprightly bunch of Indian
Americans take the field
against their country of birth,
the likes of Saurabh

Netravalkars and Harmeet
Singhs would once again like to
be the proverbial David against
the Goaliaths of the game.
Even though the track has
significantly bridged the gap
between teams, the USA,
which is an eclectic mix of
eight Indians, two Pakistanis, a
West Indian, one New
Zealander, a South African and
a Dutch might just find the gulf
with India too much to bridge.
Neither have they grabbed air
time on American channels
nor the famous broadsheets
have been devoting any
newsprint on them even after
the Super Over win over
Pakistan but Wednesday could
just be the day when the
country of their choice takes
note of their performance.
Monank Patel, Harmeet,
Netravalkar, Jessy Singh and
Noshtush Kenjige all have their
little Indian story to tell and if
the opposition has Rohit
Sharma, Virat Kohli, Jasprit
Bumrah and Rishabh Pant in
its ranks, it would be a touch
more endearing.
It’s not everyday that one gets a

chance to bowl at Kohli and
Sharma and face Bumrah even
if it’s far from being a sweet
experience. But it’s experience
nevertheless and that too of a
lifetime.
For India, it will be their last
match in the ‘Big Apple’
extension and the one where
they wouldn’t mind batting
first.
If India bowl first, there could
be a high chance that USA
might not be able to touch the
three-figure mark against
Bumrah, Mohammed Siraj and
Ravindra Jadeja.
There will be some beautiful
and emotional sub-plots as
well if Netravalkar gets a
chance to bowl to his former
Mumbai teammate
Suryakumar Yadav with whom
he played in Mumbai U-15,
Ranji and Vijay Hazare Trophy.
“It will be an emotional
moment to play against India
and especially Surya as we go
back a long way,” Netravalkar
told PTI recently.
For the two left-arm spinners
Harmeet and Kenjige, the
challenge of trying to keep

Rishabh Pant quiet will be of
altogether different level.
Both Harmeet and Kenjige will
try to maintain dart-like

accuracy but that could well be
dismantled by Pant, who is
sure to use his feet.
For Ali Khan, his extra pace

and the bounce that he extracts
from even benign surfaces
would certainly provoke Rohit
to use his pull shot frequently.

There would be Nitish Kumar,
who could be cheeky with his
shot selection and prove to be a
thorn in India’s flesh.
SHIVAM DUBE AND AN
EXTRA SPINNER: In the first
game, India’s weakest link was
Shivam Dube. The Chennai
Super Kings’ most valued
‘Impact Player’ is finding it
tough on two-paced tracks
where the ball is gripping and
coming late onto the bat.
But unlike tactician-par-
excellence Mahendra Singh
Dhoni, who could bench him
during CSK’s bowling in the
IPL, national skipper Rohit
Sharma doesn’t have such
luxury and needs to hide him
in areas of the field where the
ball is expected to travel less.
Dube is a monstrous hitter of
spinners on good flat decks
and his military medium
seam-up stuff does give the
Indian skipper cushion to
manoeuvre with the bowling
combination.
But in a format like T20, the
team management, which
asked for Dube at the expense
of Rinku Singh, would want

him to come good.
Else, there is Yashasvi Jaiswal
in the 15, who is a way more
rounded batter than the big-
bodied Mumbaikar.
Two wrist spinners, Yuzvendra
Chahal and Kuldeep Yadav,
should be given some game
time or else they might just
enter the Super Eights a bit
undercooked in the Caribbean
where the pitches will be more
spin-friendly.

SQUADS:
India: Rohit Sharma (c),
Hardik Pandya, Yashasvi
Jaiswal, Virat Kohli,
Suryakumar Yadav, Rishabh
Pant, Sanju Samson, Shivam
Dube, Ravindra Jadeja, Axar
Patel, Kuldeep Yadav,
Yuzvendra Chahal, Arshdeep
Singh, Jasprit Bumrah, Mohd.
Siraj.
United States: Monank Patel
(c), Aaron Jones, Andries
Gous, Corey Anderson, Ali
Khan, Harmeet Singh, Jessy
Singh, Milind Kumar, Nisarg
Patel, Nitish Kumar, Noshtush
Kenjige, Saurabh Nethralvakar,
Shadley Van Schalkwyk,
Steven Taylor, Shayan Jahangi

INDIA VS MINI INDIA: ROHIT & CO EYE BETTER BATTING SHOW AGAINST USA
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Living up to the favourites
tag with two consecutive

wins, a confident Australia will
aim to secure a Super Eight
berth when they face lower-
ranked Namibia in their Group
B T20 World Cup clash here on
Wednesday.
Australia fired in unison to
become the first team in this
edition of the tournament to
score 200-plus runs in a one-
sided 36-run win over arch-
rivals England in their last
group league match.
It was their second win from as
many matches, having started
off with a 39-run triumph over
Oman. Beating Nambia will be
enough for them to make the
cut before they take on
Scotland in their concluding
Group B league fixture.
Scotland lead the table with
five points and along with
Australia, are firmly ahead in
the race to make the Super
Eight at the expense of
defending champions England
who have one point from two
matches. Their opening game
against Scotland was a
washout. 
Australia defeated Namibia by
seven wickets after restricting
their opponents to 119/9 in
their only T20 meeting, albeit
in a warm-up game two weeks
back.
Playing his last World Cup for
Australia, David Warner has
been in splendid form with one
half century and it was his 16-
ball 39 that set the tone for
their 201/7 against England.
Warner incidentally scored a
fifty in the warm-up against
Namibia as well. He has 97
runs in the tournament at a
fine strike rate of 141.79.
Warner’s opening partner
Travis Head has also been at
his explosive best and the duo
will look to give the team a
fiery start.
Namibia will expect their
veteran all-rounder David
Wiese to step up after he
starred in their Super-Over

win against Oman.
The globe-trotting all-rounder
has the experience of facing
Australia four times in T20Is
during his stint with South
Africa.
Left-arm spinner Bernard
Scholtz, who has been tidy
conceding just one four and
one six in his eight overs, will
also look to make an impact.

TEAMS (FROM)
Australia: Mitchell Marsh (c),
Ashton Agar, Pat Cummins,
Tim David, Nathan Ellis,
Cameron Green, Josh
Hazlewood, Travis Head, Josh
Inglis, Glenn Maxwell,
Mitchell Starc, Marcus Stoinis,
Matthew Wade, David Warner
and Adam Zampa.
Namibia: Gerhard Erasmus
(c), Zane Green, Michael Van
Lingen, Dylan Leicher, Ruben
Trumpelmann, Jack Brassell,
Ben Shikongo, Tangeni
Lungameni, Niko Davin, JJ
Smit, Jan Frylinck, JP Kotze,
David Wiese, Bernard Scholtz,
Malan Kruger and PD
Blignaut.
Match starts: 6am IST.

SL IN MUST WIN CLASH
VS NEPAL
Former champion Sri Lanka’s
campaign has gone terribly
haywire after defeats to South
Africa and they are now faced
with a do-or-die clash against

Nepal in a group D fixture in
Lauderhill, Florida. Nepal, on
the other hand, lost to the
Netherlands by six wickets in
their only match so far.
South Africa have already
qualified to Super Eight
following their nervy win over
Bangladesh.
A win for the Wanindu
Hasaranga-led side will further
heat up the race for the second
spot with Bangladesh,
Netherlands, and Nepal also in
the reckoning. For that to
happen, the onus will be on the
batters.
A loss, on the other hand,
would mean curtains for Sri
Lanka.

TEAMS (FROM):
Nepal: Rohit Paudel (c), Aasif
Sheikh, Anil Kumar Sah,
Kushal Bhurtel, Kushal Malla,
Dipendra Singh Airee, Lalit
Rajbanshi, Karan KC, Gulshan
Jha, Sompal Kami, Pratis GC,
Sundeep Jora, Abinash Bohara,
Sagar Dhakal and Kamal Singh
Airee
Sri Lanka: Wanindu
Hasaranga (c), Charith
Asalanka, Kusal Mendis,
Pathum Nissanka, Kamindu
Mendis, Sadeera
Samarawickrama, Angelo
Mathews, Dasun Shanaka,
Dhananjaya De Silva, Maheesh
Theekshana, Dunith
Wellalage, Dushmanth
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Aday after being called out for
making disrespectful comments

against India pacer Arshdeep Singh,
former Pakistan wicketkeeper-batter
Kamran Akmal apologised for his
“inappropriate” remarks while
analysing the recent T20 World Cup
clash between the two sides in New
York.
In a viral video, Akmal was seen
making fun of Arshdeep’s Sikh religion,
prompting a furious response from ace
Indian cricketer-turned-commentator
Harbhajan.
“I deeply regret my recent comments
and sincerely apologise to Harbhajan
Singh and the Sikh community. My
words were inappropriate and
disrespectful. I have the utmost respect
for Sikhs all over the world and never
intended to hurt anyone. I am truly
sorry. #Respect #Apology,” Akmal

wrote on X, tagging Harbhajan.
Akmal’s remarks came during the tense
penultimate over of the clash, when
Pakistan needed 17 runs in the last over

in their chase of 120.
Left-arm pacer Arshdeep performed
the task to perfection, sealing a six-run
win over the arch-rivals. Akmal, while

analysing the match on ARY News,
made the controversial comments on
Arshdeep before he came in to bowl.
“Kuch bhi ho sakta hai... Dekhe last
over karna Arshdeep Singh ne hai.
Waise uska rhythm nahi laga. 12 baj
gaye hai (Anything can happen. The
last over will be bowled by Arshdeep
Singh; he hasn’t looked in a great
rhythm. And It is already 12),” he said.
In the video reposted by Harbhajan,
Akmal was also seen laughing with
other panellists on the show. The
Indian off-spinner lashed out at Akmal.
“...You should know the history of sikhs
before u open ur filthy mouth. We Sikhs
saved ur mothers and sisters when they
were abducted by invaders, the time
invariably was 12 o’clock. Shame on you
guys.. Have some Gratitude.”
The win at the Nassau County
International Cricket Stadium in New
York put India at the top of Group A
with four points from two wins.
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If the ICC wants to market T20
cricket in the USA, the pitch and

outfield at the Nassau County Cricket
Ground isn’t a “great selling product”,
South Africa’s flamboyant batter
Heinrich Klaasen said joining the
chorus of criticism against the venue.
The new drop-in pitch at the ground
located in the Long Islands has been
dual-paced with uneven bounce,
making batting very difficult. India
and South Africa have been able to
defend totals as low as 119 and 113
respectively on back-to-back days on
this track.
“Obviously, if you have to showcase it
to the world and sell it, I don’t think
it’s a great selling product, but for
cricket, it’s tight competition. It brings
the other teams and the higher teams
very close to each other,” Klaasen, who
scored 46 off 44 balls in team’s four-
run win said at the post-match press
conference.
The power-hitter said that all premier
batters across teams would love to just
get out of New York while the bowlers
would love to stay put forever. The
ICC has already acknowledged that
the pitches here have not played as
consistently as was desired.

“I think all the batters are keen to get
out of this place, to be fair. The
bowlers would love to stay here but -
no we’ve done our job that was the
goal to win three out of three here.
Obviously, it was a little bit harder
than what we thought,” he said.
“For us, it’s very nerve-wracking,
because every game becomes a really
big game. There’s no easy games for us
especially in our group. So, it’s still
good entertaining cricket. Everyone is
on the edge of their seats and any team
can beat any team on the down this on
this field.”
Klaasen was a part of the inaugural
edition of Major League Cricket last
year and when asked if he has enjoyed
this ICC project of trying to market
cricket in a new city with a temporary
stadium, his answer was a mixed one.
“Yes and No,” he said before
elaborately explaining his take.
“I played in Dallas and in North
Carolina where I think there’s a little
bit more cricket there. The wickets
(pitches) are better so it’s easier to sell
cricket in that aspect,” he said.
“It’s fantastic what they’ve done with
the stadium here and I think as the
wicket matures, but obviously I think
they’re taking it out in two - three
days’ time so that doesn’t help,”

Klaasen explained.
“The more the wicket matures, the
better these conditions will get and I
think it will be a better showcase for
the people. This wicket is I think, four
months old, so there’s a lot of maturity

that needs to go into the wicket that
will produce bigger scores.”
Klaasen was an integral part of a very
successful Sunrisers Hyderabad
batting unit which redefined
Powerplay in this year’s IPL with the
help of an Impact Player and flat
batting decks. The towering batter
said that one month is ancient history
now.
“Yeah, it’s a big change you see scores
there - well it was a month and a half
ago we were part of a score that’s 270 -
260 so it’s well off, but it’s part of the
game.
“It doesn’t look like the Caribbean
wickets are too much better. So, we
have to play smart cricket and use our
cricket brain a little bit more.”
He feels that once the Super Eight
starts in the West Indies, the par-score
will be 160 plus.
“Out of us all, the thing on stats that
are out of 18 games, it’s only been one
score above 200. So normally in the
Caribbean, it’s about 160 as par. If you
get to 160-170, you’re in a good shot
and you have to bowl well.
“So, I reckon that’s normally the good
scores there, or power scores.
Depending where you play, the
wickets are very different around the
Caribbean.”
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The on-field umpire’s deci-
sion to adjudge veteran

batter Mahmudullah Riyad
LBW, which was subsequently
overturned in a review, was a
bad call that cost Bangladesh
the match against South Africa,
their young batter Towhid
Hridoy has said.
Bangladesh ended at 109/7
while chasing a target of 114
against South Africa. A con-
tentious ICC rule saw them lose
four leg bye runs when
Mahmudullah was given out leg
before by on-field umpire Sam
Nogajski off an Ottneil
Baartman delivery. The ball
had crossed the boundary ropes
but it was deemed dead as
Mahmudullah opted for DRS
and got the decision overturned.
As per ICC rules, no extra runs
(leg-byes or byes) can be given
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Chennaiyin FC have signed
Colombian striker Wilmar

Jordan Gil ahead of the 2024-
25 season, the Indian Super
League club announced on
Tuesday.
The Colombian striker brings
a wealth of experience and skill
to the club, having been part of
ISL for two seasons.
Wilmar made his ISL debut
with NorthEast United FC in
2022. He then continued his
impressive journey with ISL
debutants Punjab FC the fol-
lowing season, scoring eight
goals in 15 appearances.
Joining Chennaiyin on a one-
year deal, Jordan’s arrival marks
the club’s fifth signing for the
2024-25 season and their third
foreign acquisition, following
Elsinho Dias and Chima
Chukwu. The club had earlier
announced an extension for
captain Ryan Edwards.

“Wilmar has had a fantastic
career and scored goals every-
where he has been. Scoring 24
goals in 33 appearances
between NorthEast and Punjab
is a great ratio for a striker. We
are delighted to add that kind
of firepower to our attack,”
coach Owen Coyle said.
Throughout his career, Wilmar
has excelled on various stages,

including domestic leagues and
international competitions. He
began his senior career with
Monagas in Venezuela, where
he made 35 appearances and
emerged as the top scorer with
20 goals. “I am very happy to
be part of this great club and
team, and very grateful for
this great opportunity they
have given me. With a lot of
work, humility, and sacrifice,
we can fulfill all the objectives
we set for ourselves and win the
title,” Wilmar said.
In 2011, he joined Gyeongnam
FC in South Korea before head-
ing to Bulgarian side Litex
Lovech in 2013, where he once
again topped the scoring charts
with 20 goals.
He has also had stints with
Chinese Super League club
Tianjin Teda, U.A.E. Side
Emirates Club on loan,
Portuguese club Chaves, and
Colombian side Atletico Huila.
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It was not a good call for us:
Hridoy on Bangladesh losing 4
leg byes due to DRS rule

if on-field umpire gives a bat-
ter out LBW even if the deci-
sion is overturned by the third
umpire. However, leg-bye runs
can be awarded if the on-field
umpire’s decision of not out
stays after a review.


