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Mamata and Akhilesh say
Central govt won’t

7 dastlong

PARUL'S

NOSTALGIC REFLECTIONS FROM
#BLUETICK (VERIFIED) SET!

DON'T MISS...

2 workers stranded
in Dubai rescued...

Two persons who were sent to
Dubai under the false promise of
lucrative employment have
returned to their native villages,
thanks to Swatantra TV, which
brought their plight to light. A few
days ago, Swatantra TV aired the
ordeal of ten individuals stranded
in Gulf countries. These individuals
were sent by an agent, Jhansi,
from West Godavari and East
Godavari districts, with the
promise of lucrative jobs on tourist
visas. Upon arriving in Dubai and
other locations, they found no
suitable jobs and endured severe
hardships, including...

‘Will offer shelter
toanyonein...

Responding to the ongoing
violence in Bangladesh, West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Sunday suggested
that she would keep the doors of
her state open for people in
distress from the neighbouring
country and offer them shelter.
Banerijee referred to the United
Nations Resolution on refugees as
justification for her stand over the
possible humanitarian crisis that
may emerge on account of the
severe law and order breakdown
that has gripped Bangladesh in the

ast few days...
pastiew cay -PAGE: 5

-PAGE: 4

Hamessing Alina
big way in public...

Comptroller and Auditor
General of India (CAG) Girish
Chandra Murmu has said
Artificial Intelligence (AI) has
arrived and the Supreme Audit
Institution (SAI) is taking
advantage of new technologies
in improving the quality of
public expenditure. "As it
develops, we will develop our-
selves accordingly. Whatever
challenges are there we will try
and overcome. We will follow
global experiences and prac-
tices related to this and share
our own to...

India triumph over
UAEby 78 runs...

Contrasting fifties from skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur and Richa
Ghosh were complemented nicely
by the bowlers as India notched up
a massive 78-run win over UAE in
their second match of the ongoing
women’s Asia Cup T20
tournament here on Sunday.
Invited to bat, Kaur played the
anchor’s role to perfection with a
47-hall 66, while Ghosh produced
late charge with an unbeaten 29-
ball-64 to power defending
champions India to 201 for five,
their first-ever 200-plus score in
T20ls. The bowlers...
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AP ASSEMBLY SESSION FROM TODAY

TDP, YSRCP draw battle lines

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

With the Assembly sessions scheduled
to begin on Monday, the TDP-led
NDA government and the YSRCP
have prepared their strategies to
address the current situation in the
State. The YSRCP plans to confront the
ruling party on law and order issues
and various other concerns related to
Andhra Pradesh, while the ruling
coalition government is set to highlight
the debt accumulated during the
YSRCP regime.

Initially, alliance leaders believed
that Jagan Mohan Reddy’s team of leg-
islators would skip the Assembly ses-
sions. However, after YS Jagan visited
Vinukonda, he decided that the
YSRCP should attend the session. He
clarified that the YSRCP would ques-
tion the TDP-led coalition government
during the Governor's speech on
Monday. They aim to draw national
attention to the alleged lawlessness and
anarchy that have plagued Andhra
Pradesh in the 45 days since the coali-
tion led by Chandrababu Naidu took
power. YS Jagan also stated that the
YSRCP demands the imposition of
President's Rule in the state and plans
to organise a protest in New Delhi on
July 24 to highlight the anarchy pre-
vailing in the State.

The YSRCP will emphasise the
alarming number of political murders
and murder attempts since the TDP
assumed power during the sessions.
Jagan reported that 36 political mur-

More rain pain
in store for AP

PNS B GUNTUR

Thunderstorms, lightning, and
strong surface winds with
speeds of 30-40 km/h are
expected in isolated areas of
North Coastal Andhra Pradesh
and South Coastal Andhra
Pradesh over the next 24 hours.

According to the
Meteorological Centre, rain or
thundershowers are anticipated
at several locations in North
Coastal Andhra Pradesh, South
Coastal Andhra Pradesh, and
Rayalaseema over the next
week. The South West Monsoon
remains normal over Coastal
Andhra Pradesh & Yanam but
has weakened over
Rayalaseema. Recent rainfall
has been reported at various
locations in Coastal Andhra
Pradesh and at isolated places in
Rayalaseema in the last 24

hours.
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@ YSRCP plans to
confront the TDP-led
government on law
and order issues.

@ Jagan Mohan Reddy
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_ | ® AVote-on-Account
for three months
will be introduced,
with the full budget
planned for October.

has confirmed @ YSRCP highlights 36 political ® The Business
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New Delhi on July 24.

law and order, excise, and finance.

ders and over 300 murder attempts
have occurred within just 45 days of
the coalition government taking the
reins of the state. Additionally, he
claimed that 37 individuals have com-
mitted suicide due to harassment by
the TDP. With such conditions in
Andhra Pradesh, Jagan argues that

there are grounds for the imposition
of President's Rule in the state.

On the other hand, the
Chandrababu-led government is pre-
pared to highlight the detrimental
impact of the YSRCP's five-year rule.
The Chief Minister has mobilised
efforts to inform the public about the

irreparable damage done to the state
and its people through seven white
papers. Four of these white papers have
already been released, covering the
Polavaram project, Amaravati capital,
the energy sector, and land grabbing
and exploitation of natural resources.
The remaining three white papers,
focusing on law and order, excise, and
finance, will be released and dis-
cussed in depth during the sessions.

The government will also table the
controversial Land Titling Act 2022,
introduced by the previous YSRCP
government, during the sessions.
Additionally, the government is expect-
ed to introduce a Vote-on-Account for
the next three months and plans to
present the full budget in October.

The rest of the assembly session's
agenda will be decided during the
Business Advisory Committee (BAC)
meeting following the Governor’s
speech.

Governor to address both Houses

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

The TDP-led NDA government is
likely to conduct a six-day Assembly
session from Monday. The coalition
government is expected to intro-
duce a Vote-on-Account for the
next three months. Additionally, the
government plans to present the

Full Budget in October.
On the first day of the
Assembly session, the

Governor will address both & "

the Assembly and Council
members, beginning at

10 am. It is reported
that the Land Titling

Act Repeal Bill will .

I,

~  be introduced in the House on

July 23.

~ Chief Minister Chandra-

' babu Naidu has already

released four white papers on
the previous regime of
the YSRCP govern-

ment.
\ Continued on Page2

Cropsin 1L acres
submerged in AP

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Heavy floods in the Godavari,
Shabari, Yerrakalva, and
Yanamadurru rivers have caused
extensive damage across the West
Godavari, East Godavari,
Visakhapatnam, and Srikakulam
districts. More than 100,000 acres of
crops have been inundated, with
hundreds of villages experiencing
severe damage to roads and infra-
structure.

The relentless rains and flooding
of major rivers, streams, and drains
have resulted in significant destruc-
tion. Although there has been a
temporary respite from the rains,
heavy inflows into the Godavari,

Shabari, Yerravagu, and
Yenamaduru drains continued on
Sunday.

Preliminary assessments indi-

cate that over 1,00,000 acres of crops
have been submerged, with paddy
crops being the worst affected.

In the Eluru district, the
Pedavagu River has caused signifi-
cant disruption, surrounding 12 vil-
lages in Velerupadu mandal with
floodwaters.

The West and East Godavari
districts have suffered consider-
able damage due to flooding in the
Godavari and Yerrakaluva rivers.
Reports suggest that 25 cattle have
been swept away and over 50 hous-
es have collapsed in Velerupadu
mandal. More than 1,000 flood
victims have been relocated to three
relief camps in the affected districts.
Roads leading to various villages
have been damaged in 126 locations,
and over 4,000 families have been
impacted by the Pedavagu floods.

Continued on Page 2

QUOTE OF THE DAY

% the pionecr

How many farmers will benefit
from the Musi project? What is the
storage capacity in TMCs? How
many acres will come under
irrigation? What will be the
increase in crop yield? What
industrial needs will be met? How
many new large reservoirs will

be constructed? KTR
questioned Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy's preference &% w
for the Musi project My
over the Palamuru-
Ranga Reddy
project, whichisin |
its final stages. . 4 |

- KT Rama Rao,
BRS working president

YSRCP
SCS at all-party meet

TDP urges Centre to fulfil
aspirations of AP people

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

YSRCP MPs raised the demand for
Special Category Status (SCS) for
Andhra Pradesh during the all-
party meeting ahead of the Budget
Session of Parliament in New Delhi
on Sunday. TDP members were also
present at the meeting convened by
the Centre but remained silent on
the matter. NDA ally JD(U) also
demanded Special Category Status
for Bihar. The all-party meeting held
in the Main Committee Room,
Parliament House Annexe, was
chaired by Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh.

During the meeting, YSRCP

JD(U) raise

members Vijayasai Reddy and
Midhun Reddy highlighted the
deteriorating law and order situation
and called for the imposition of
Presidents Rule in the state. Notably,
the Telugu state has been witness-
ing targeted attacks on YSRCP
leaders and workers ever since the
TDP alliance assumed power.
Chairing the party parliamentary
meeting at Tadepalli on Saturday,
party chief YS Jagan Mohan Reddy
urged the party MPs to raise their
voices in both houses of Parliament
against the murders, attacks, and
property destruction happening in
the state.
Continued on Page 2

Special teams active in power
restoration: Spl Chief Secretary

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

In view of the rains and floods pre-
vailing across the State, the Andhra
Pradesh Power Utilities are taking
steps on a war footing basis to tack-
le the damages and restore power
supply to normalcy in flood-affect-
ed areas in all the districts of the
State.

Special Chief Secretary Energy K
Vijayanand, who is directly moni-
toring the power infrastructure
damages and power restoration
activities in the State, has reviewed
the situation with AP Power utili-
ties along with MD APGENCO and
CMD APCPDCL KVN Chakradhar
Babu, CMD APEPDCL I Prudhvi
Tej, and CMD APSPDCL K
Santosha Rao.

Vet from AP dies
in US mishap

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Veterinary doctor Jetty Harika,
25, from Tenali in Guntur district,
tragically died in a road accident
in Oklahoma State, USA.

Harika has been pursuing a
Master’s degree in Veterinary
Medicine for the past 18
months.

Continued on Page 2

India’s own ‘madhya rekha’ passed through Ujjain

Reference to the Harappan civilisation as ‘Sindhu-Sarasvati’ among NCERT tweaks in textbooks

PNS B NEW DELHI

India had a prime meridian of its
own much ahead of the Greenwich
meridian and it was called "madhya
rekha", which passed through the
city of Ujjain in Madhya Pradesh,
according to a new Class-6 NCERT
textbook for social science.

No mention of caste-based dis-
crimination, tweaks in references to
B R Ambedkar's experience about
the discrimination, referring to the
Harappan civilisation as "Sindhu-
Sarasvati" are also among the
changes in the textbook developed
according to a new curriculum.

"The Greenwich Meridian is not
the first prime meridian. There
were others in the past. In fact, many
centuries before Europe, India had

a prime meridian of its own! It was
called madhya rekha (or 'middle
line') and passed through the city of
Ujjayini (today Ujjain), which was a
reputed centre for astronomy over
many centuries.

"Varahamihira, a famous
astronomer, lived and worked there

“The Greenwich Meridian is not the first
prime meridian. There were others in the
past. In fact, many centuries before Europe,
India had a prime meridian of its own! It was

called madhya rekha (or 'middle line') and
passed through the city of Ujjayini (today
Ujjain), which was a reputed centre for
astronomy over many centuries.”

some 1,500 years ago. Indian
astronomers were aware of the con-
cepts of latitude and longitude,
including the need for a zero or
prime meridian. The Ujjayini merid-
ian became a reference for calcula-
tions in all Indian astronomical
texts," the textbook reads.

In a departure from the past, the
textbook makes multiple references
to the "Sarasvati"” river in the chap-
ter pertaining to the beginning of the
Indian civilisation.

In the new textbook, the river
finds a prominent place in a chap-
ter on the "Beginnings of Indian

Civilisation", where the Harappan
civilisation is referred to as the
"Indus-Sarasvati” or "Sindhu-
Sarasvati" civilisation. It says the
"Sarasvati" basin included major
cities of the civilisation -- Rakhigarhi
and Ganweriwala -- along with
smaller cities and towns.

The river, according to the new
textbook, "today goes by the name
of 'Ghaggar' in India and 'Hakra' in
Pakistan (hence the name 'Ghaggar-
Hakra River')" and is now seasonal.

The textbook, titled "Exploring
Society India and Beyond", has
details on the Vedas without men-
tioning the caste system and that
women and Shudras were not
allowed to study these scriptures.
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Power restoratin works going on in
APEPDCL in the rain affected areas.

The Special Chief Secretary
Energy stated that, as per the
directions of CM Chandrababu

Naidu and Energy Minister
Gottipati Ravi Kumar, the Power
utilities are carrying out restoration
activities on a war footing to
ensure that power supply is
restored to the affected villages in
the shortest possible time.

“Special teams of power utilities
are working round the clock and
making all-out efforts for speedy
execution of works for early restora-
tion of power supply. The required
men and material are already avail-
able for the execution of works. Staff
are working round the clock with-
out any holidays and taking stock of
restoration works periodically to
restore power as soon as possible,”
Vijayanand said.

2

Jagan meets Guv, seeks
probe into violence

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

Former Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister and YSR Congress Party
(YSRCP) president Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy met Governor S Abdul Nazeer
at Raj Bhavan in Vijayawada on
Sunday to address the deteriorating
law and order situation in Andhra
Pradesh. Jagan Mohan Reddy request-
ed an investigation by central govern-
ment agencies into alleged atrocities
committed by the TDP government.

During the meeting, Jagan Mohan
Reddy informed the Governor that
constitutional institutions in the
state have failed, leading to a para-
lyzed administration and a lack of
protection for citizens. He accused
leaders and workers of the ruling
party of engaging in barbaric and
inhumane activities, spreading fear
among the populace.

Jagan Mohan Reddy claimed that
following the recent elections, the

TDP-led coalition government tar-
geted those who opposed them, par-
ticularly sympathisers of the YSR
Congress Party. He alleged that TDP
supporters have engaged in vio-
lence, including humiliation, beat-
ings, and killings, while destroying
properties such as residential hous-
es. He also mentioned damage to
government properties, including
Village Secretariats, RBKs, and Village
Clinics, which were targeted because
they were established by the previous
YSRCP government. Additionally,
statues of the late Dr. Y.S. Rajashekar
Reddy, former Chief Minister of
undivided Andhra Pradesh, were
reportedly vandalized.

The YSRCP highlighted the brutal
killing of party activist Rashid in
Vinukonda on July 17, 2024, noting that
the incident occurred in a busy area
with police nearby but seemingly unin-
volved. He also mentioned an attack on
MP PV Midhun Reddy in Punganur,
Chittoor district, where TDP mobs
attempted to murder him in the pres-
ence of police, demonstrating a severe
deterioration in state protection.

Jagan Mohan Reddy criticized the
state government's handling of law
and order, alleging that the admin-
istration has become politicized and
ineffective, allowing atrocities and
violence to persist. He concluded that
the law and order situation in Andhra
Pradesh has reached alarmingly low
levels, with governance being
replaced by anarchy.
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TALENT SHINES BEYOND BORDERS:
JAYESH TO ADVISE LOKESH

One of the most popular go-to persons
under the previous Bharat Rashtra Samithi
regime in Telangana, IT Secretary Jayesh
Ranjan, is likely to go to Andhra Pradesh
for replicating his magic there. The buzz
in the corridors of power in TG is that he
is going to seek voluntary retirement
before moving to AP as Advisor to IT
Minister Nara Lokesh. When yours truly
contacted Jayesh with this 'techtonic’ shift,
he termed it as just a "rumour’. Well, every-
one is aware of Jayesh's credentials in
attracting investments to Telangana. He has
incredible network within the industry.
This move by Lokesh ups the game of AP
in IT.

A PEP TALK WHERE NONE IS TONGUE-TIED

Communication is a two-way process,
unless one is talking about a monologue at
which members of the audience are prohib-
ited from interrupting the monologist. This
came to the fore the other day when
Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
held a marathon Collectors' Conference
(from 10:00 am-7:00 pm to be precise) at the
almost secretive seventh floor of the
Secretariat. When yours truly sounded
bureaucrats about their takeaways from the
meeting, their responses were illuminating.
One termed it as 'motivational talk'; while
another felt it was 'too early to say anything'.
Yet another, speaking also for his peers, said,
"It was a bonding session". Predictably, CMO
officials enthused: "Bureaucrats are very
appreciative of the meeting". All told, one
stark difference between the first CM and
the second one stood out. To paraphrase offi-
cials, "Everyone got to talk, including
Ministers". The whispers in the corridors of
power are whether this is merely a reflection
of 'initial josh' or are winds of change real-
ly blowing.

"FINISHING’ TOUCH TO A DISTINCTION

Finance Secretary K Ramakrishna Rao has
had the unique distinction of preparing nine
Budgets for Telangana. With the Telangana
government set to present a full budget next
week, and with Ramakrishna Rao still in the
loop, it would be the tenth budget shaped
by him. All eyes are on the Budget as the state
government is upset that revenue targets are
not being met like in the past. For newbies,
Ramakrishna Rao was appointed as the
Finance Secretary on February 29, 2016.
Recently Sandeep Sultania was appointed as
the Principal Secretary-- Finance without
disturbing Ramakrishna. The larger question
for the media is whether the customary post-
Budget briefing would take place at least this

Bihar to conduct
‘indoor air
pollution’ study

PNS B PATNA

The Bihar State Pollution Control
Board (BSPCB) has decided to con-
duct an “indoor air pollution” study
in Patna to identify types of pollutants
inside people's homes and their
effects, besides suggesting corrective
measures. The study will be first con-
ducted in the capital city and later it
will be held in Gaya, Muzaffarpur and
a few other cities of the state.

Devendra Kumar Shukla, Chairman
of the BSPCB, said, “We have initiat-
ed talks with the ITT-Tirupati for con-
ducting indoor air pollution study in
Patna to identify types of indoor air
pollutants, their effects and also sug-
gest corrective measures to reduce it.
Our talks with ITT-Tirupati are expect-
ed to be finalised very soon." Bihar is
probably the first state in India which
has decided to conduct an indoor air
pollution study; he said.

“People must know about the pol-
lution levels inside their homes. The
study will be conducted by dividing
the city into various zones. A few
houses will be selected from each
zone for the study using modern
techniques,” said the BSPCB head.

said.

ALMANAC

time, since the government is not seeking a
Vote-on-account.

HOMECOMING OF OLD HORSES

Following regime change, old horses are
galloping to Andhra Pradesh. Senior Indian
Revenue Service officer Ch Venkaiah
Chowdary is now the Joint Executive Officer
of TTD. During the previous TDP govern-
ment's tenure, he served as the Vice
Chairman and Managing Director of the
Andhra Pradesh Mineral Development
Corporation Limited. He had joined the state
service in 2016 and continued for three years.
However, following the change in govern-
ment in 2019, Chowdary chose to return to
his parent cadre. Ake Ravi Krishna (IPS:
2006: AP), Deputy Director, Intelligence
Bureau, was repatriated to his cadre from
Delhi. A V Rajamouli has been appointed
as Secretary to the Chief Minister. Rajamouli
is a 2003 batch IAS officer of the Uttar
Pradesh cadre. The Union government has
been quickly sending back officers on
request of the state government, reflecting
rare bonhomie between TDP and BJP.

IS THERE NOTHING ADHARM
ABOUT DHARMA REDDY?

Is a clean record questionable? Strangely,
the answer is in the affirmative under some
circumstances. Former TTD EO Dharma
Reddy seems to have an impeccable record.
For, the ongoing vigilance enquiry launched
against the former TTD EO has not yield-
ed anything incriminating so far. Almost two
weeks on, not a word or leak has come out
of the inquiry. A little bird told us that there
were no irregularities during his tenure,
though the powers that be want something
or the other to nail him. It would be inter-
esting to watch how the situation pans out
as the inquiry progresses.

HONOUR UNIFORM OR KOW-TOW
TO POLITICAL BOSSES

If khaki-clad officers honour their uni-
form and stick to rules, they need not bow
their heads in shame following regime
change. Nor will they be denied audience
with the new chief minister. They can hold
their heads high, rain or shine. In Andhra
Pradesh, recently some senior police officers
chose to bow before a senior TDP leader
apologetically. They felt sorry for their
behavior during the previous YSR Congress
government. They blamed it on 'pressure
from above'. Political circles exchanged
knowing smiles as these officials know only
how to please their present political masters,
regardless of their service requirements

and moral standards.
--Yours truly

Special teams...

Continued from Page 1

Vijayanand added that the energy department had
put the official machinery, particularly the power util-
ities, on high alert at all times to face any kind of
emergency, and foolproof arrangements are in place
to restore power supply to the areas, especially in dis-
tricts affected by adverse weather conditions and
heavy waterlogging. He urged the general public to
cooperate with AP power staff to restore power sup-
ply as and when water recedes in the affected areas.
He requested the general public to contact the toll-
free number (1912) of AP DISCOMs in case of power
disruptions. He also appealed to the general public
to take precautionary steps to prevent and avoid any
unforeseen incidents or accidents during the rainy
season.

Explaining the status of restoration works in
APEPDCL, CMD I Prudhvi Tej said that as a part of
preparatory measures, poles, transformers, and nec-
essary materials have been moved to the section
offices of the divisions in all the circles in advance,
and the necessary personnel have been arranged in
teams, allowing for quick restoration measures. The
DISCOMs are on high alert, recording complaints
received from consumers, which are being monitored
round the clock by call centres/control rooms,
enabling field staff to restore power quickly;” the CMD

APTRANSCO Director Grid AVK Bhaskar report-
ed minimal feeder trippings across the state on July
20, 2024, except for the 132kV lines between
Tadepalli and Guntur, and Tadepalli and ATIMS.

The Special Chief Secretary appreciated the efforts
of APTRANSCO & DISCOMs and asked officials to
speed up the remaining restoration works and pro-
vide 24x7 quality power to the consumers.

Crops in 1L acres...

Continued from Page 1

Governor to...

Continued from Page 1

Out of the seven white
papers, four have been
released, and the remaining
three—covering Law and
Order, Excise, and Finance
departments—will  be
released and discussed in the
House.

Telugu Desam Party legis-
lators and Council members,
including Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu, will go
to the Assembly on Monday
at 8:30 am after paying floral
tributes to the statue of TDP
founder Dr NTR at
Venkatapalem village. The
Telugu Desam Legislative
Party (TDLP) has suggested
that the legislators and
Council members of the
party should come in yellow
attire and scarves with the
bicycle symbol on them.

Live coverage of these ses-
sions will be provided to the
media from the media point
on the Assembly premises.
Special facilities are being
arranged for media represen-
tatives to cover the proceed-
ings of the assembly sessions
from the morning.

PNS B VISAKHAPATNAM

Visakhapatnam MP M
Sribharat expressed his pro-
found gratitude for the com-
munity's overwhelming sup-
port while unveiling a compre-
hensive array of initiatives
aimed at addressing the
Gajuwaka region's most press-
ing concerns. During a meet-
ing with pharmaceutical work-
ers and allied unions on
Sunday, Sribharat presented a
detailed plan to tackle signifi-
cant issues related to traffic
congestion and pollution. Key
to his strategy is the implemen-
tation of a dedicated pollution
control system that will com-
ply with National Green
Tribunal (NGT) directives.
"We are committed to creating
a sustainable environment for
our citizens," Sribharat stated,
underscoring the critical
importance of adhering to

environmental regulations.

A major highlight of
Sribharat's address was the
announcement of an ambi-
tious infrastructure project
involving the construction of
approximately 12 new bridges,
extending from Aganampudi to
Anandapuram. This initiative
also includes an expressway
that will connect three of these
bridges along the Sheela Nagar-

vijayawada 02

MP Sribharat unveils ambitious
plans for Gajuwaka’s growth

Port Road. The MP empha-
sized the strategic importance
of these developments, noting
that they will enhance city-wide
connectivity and alleviate chal-
lenges posed by rapid urbaniza-
tion and land acquisition.

Further bolstering
Visakhapatnam's growth tra-
jectory, Sribharat unveiled plans
for an international sports sta-
dium under a central govern-

Jagan making baseless charges
against govt: HM Anitha

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Home Minister Vangalapudi
Anitha has criticised YSRCP
president and former chief
minister YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy for making baseless
allegations against the State
government. Speaking to
media persons on Sunday at
Mangalagiri, the Minister stat-
ed that in the past two months,
only four politically motivated
murders have occurred in the
State, three of which involved
TDP activists.

The Home Minister ques-
tioned why action should not
be taken against YS Jagan for
his false claims that 36 politi-

cally motivated murders have
taken place. She noted that
during YSRCP's tenure, CID
officials arrested individuals
who posted comments on
social media about actual inci-
dents.

She argued that Jagan, who
is making baseless accusations
against the government, should

face similar consequences.

YS Jagan's recent statement
about staging a dharna in New
Delhi to seek Central rule in
the state was also criticized by
Anitha. She pointed out that
despite the people rejecting the
YSRCP, the party leaders con-
tinue to spread lies. The min-
ister demanded that YS Jagan
provide evidence for his claims
of 36 politically motivated
murders, 300 attempted mur-
ders, 30 suicides, over 560
incidents of property destruc-
tion, and 1,000 physical attacks.
She warned that severe action
would be taken if these details
were not provided.

Anitha suggested that YS

108’ team overcomes a challenge
In hospitalising a pregnant woman

PNS B PADERU

In a remarkable display of
dedication amidst a severe
weather event, the 108-emer-
gency medical services team in
D Polavaram region in Alluri
Sitaramaraju district facilitat-
ed the timely hospitalisation of
a pregnant woman experienc-
ing critical medical complica-
tions. The region has been
grappling with incessant heavy
rainfall, leading to widespread
inundation and impassable
roadways.

Despite the logistical imped-
iments caused by the damaged
infrastructure, the 108-team
responded promptly to a dis-
tress call from a local village
regarding a pregnant resident
suffering from acute abdomi-
nal pain. The prevailing road
conditions necessitated the
team to transport the patient
via a dolly for a distance of 3
kilometres before reaching
their ambulance.

The emergency personnel's
resolute commitment was fur-
ther tested by persistent heavy
rain and fallen trees obstruct-

Vet from AP dies...
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ing their path. However, the
team remained undeterred,
working tirelessly to clear the
debris and ensure the safe
passage of the ambulance.
Their unwavering focus on
their mission ultimately result-
ed in the successful trans-
portation of the woman to a
medical facility, where she is
currently receiving treatment
and is reported to be in stable
condition.

The woman's mother
expressed her profound grati-
tude to the 108 team for their
exceptional service and unwa-
vering commitment in a crit-
ical situation.

"Their timely intervention

YSRCP,

and remarkable perseverance
are truly commendable,” she
remarked, emphasizing the
pivotal role played by the
emergency responders in nav-
igating the perilous circum-
stances.

This incident serves as a
potent illustration of the para-
mount importance of emer-
gency medical services and
their unwavering dedication to
safeguarding lives under even
the most challenging condi-
tions.

The courage and unwaver-
ing resolve displayed by the
108 personnel exemplify the
tenacity of the human spirit in
the face of adversity.

JD(U) raise...
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Jagan is attempting to avoid
attending the Assembly ses-
sions by staging a dharna in
New Delhi. She emphasized
that the atrocities and looting
committed by YS Jagan have
been exposed through white
papers released by Chief
Minister Chandrababu Naidu.

The Home Minister also
highlighted that under the
current government, police-
men and officials are being
respected and necessary funds
are being released for regular
activities. She criticized YS
Jagan's administration for not
releasing funds to set up CC
cameras and a forensic lab
during his tenure.

ment scheme. "This stadium will
provide world-class facilities
and foster new opportunities for
our youth," Sribharat highlight-
ed, pointing to the benefits this
project will bring to local talent
and the wider community.

The meeting, which saw the
presence of prominent local
figures such as Gajuwaka MLA
and Telugu Desam Party State
President Palla Srinivasa Rao,
Gajuwaka BJP in-charge
Karanamreddy Narasinga Rao
(KNR), and various Gajuwaka
TDP corporators, reflected a
unified commitment to
advancing the region's devel-
opment. Sribharat's ambitious
initiatives are set to have a
transformative impact on the
Gajuwaka region, marking a
significant step forward in
Visakhapatnam's ongoing jour-
ney towards sustainable growth
and improved quality of life for
its residents.

More rain...
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Strong surface winds of 30-
40 km/h are also forecasted for
isolated areas in Rayalaseema
over the next five days and in
North Coastal Andhra Pradesh
and South Coastal Andhra
Pradesh from July 22-25.

The well-marked low-pres-
sure area over interior Odishaand
nearby regions moved north-
west and is now located over inte-
rior Odisha and adjoining
Chhattisgarh as 0f 08:30 hours on
Sunday. It is expected to contin-
ue moving northwest across
Chhattisgarh and gradually weak-
en into a low-pressure area with-
in the next 12 hours. The
Monsoon trough at mean sea level
currently extends from Jaisalmer
to Kota, Guna, Mandla, and the
centre of the well-marked low-
pressure area over interior Odisha
and adjoining Chhattisgarh, con-
tinuing eastwards to the east-cen-
tral Bay of Bengal.

Viksit Bharat primary goal of
Union Budget 2024-25: BJP

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

AP BJP spokesperson Lanka
Dinakar stated that the Union
Budget for 2024-25 is expected
to be between Rs 48 to 50 lakh
crore. He emphasized that this
budget will be a significant step
towards realizing the vision of
"Viksit Bharat."

In a press release on Sunday,
Dinakar described the Union
Budget as the "Viksita Sankalpa
Bharat Budget 2024-25." He
highlighted that the nation aims
to achieve a five trillion-dollar
economy and become the third-
largest economy in the world
over the next five years. He noted
that every state's contribution is
crucial for this objective. Dinakar
also mentioned that the interim
budget’s capital expenditure
reached a record size of Rs 15
lakh crore—one-third of the
total budget—and this level of
expenditure is expected to con-
tinue in the upcoming full bud-
get.

Dinakar said that in the past
decade, particularly after the
COVID-19 pandemic, the
Central government has signif-
icantly accelerated infrastructure
development through initiatives
like the Gati Shakti Yojana. This

momentum is expected to con-
tinue and even accelerate. He
also anticipated budgetary focus
on rural economic develop-
ment, job creation, support for
MSMEs, agro-based sectors, and
women's empowerment.

He noted that Andhra
Pradesh Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu has taken
initial steps by preparing a vision
document for "Viksit Andhra" to
align with the broader "Vikasit
Bharat" initiative. Naidu has
submitted this document to the
NITT Aayog Chairman, aligning
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision of a "Double
Engine Sarkar." Dinakar added
that a similar vision document
for the Prakasam district has
been provided to Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
with plans to present it to Chief
Minister Naidu soon.

Dinakar explained that
according to revised estimates,
the gross domestic product at
current prices is projected to
grow by 11%, while efforts will
be made to keep the fiscal deficit
at 5% to ensure fiscal prudence.
He concluded by stating that the
budget embodies the principles
of "Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas,
Sabka Vishwas, Sabka Prayas."

India’s own ‘madhya...
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According to the new book, "Many professions are men-

Month & Paksham: Sukla Paksha
Tithi: Pratipada: Jul 21 03:47 PM
to Jul 22 01:11 PM
Dwitiya: Jul 22 01:11 PM
to Jul 23 10:23 AM
Nakshatram:
Shravana: Jul 22 12:14 AM
to Jul 22 10:21 PM
Dhanishta: Jul 22 10:21 PM
to Jul 23 08:18 PM
Rahukalam: 7:32 AM to 9:09 AM
Yamagandam: 10:46 AM to 12:22 PM
Varjyam: 02:00 AM to 03:28 AM
Gulika: 1:59 PM to 3:35 PM
Amritakalam: 12:46 PM to 02:14 PM

Abhijit Muhurtham: 11:56 AM to 12:48 PM

VIJAYAWADA WEATHER

Forecast: Cloudy
Temp: 32
Humidity: 78%
Sunrise: 5:45 AM
Sunset: 6:43 PM

Updated: July 21, 2024 5:00 PM

Farmers report that sand has accumulated in their
fields. Eluru district Collector K. Vetri Selvi has issued
a first warning signal for the Godavari River at
Bhadrachalam. With increasing inflows, she has instruct-
ed officials to evacuate residents from Kukkunuru and
Velerupadu mandals to safer locations immediately. The
Yerrakaluva’s heavy inflows continue to flood thousands
of acres and affect more than 20 villages. A breach in a
tank at Tinga Rajupalem has submerged roads leading
to three villages. In the Anakapalli district, vehicular traf-
fic has been suspended to 60 villages in the Paderu divi-
sion due to damaged roads. All streams and drains in the
ASR district are also overflowing.

Konaseema district Collector Mahesh Kumar has
declared a holiday for educational institutions. Similarly,
ASR district Collector Dinesh Kumar has announced a
holiday for Monday, with road connectivity to 20 villages
cut oft after a bridge at Rampa village was submerged.

Officials report that 7.5 lakh cusecs of water is being
discharged into the sea at Dowleswaram barrage, with
the water level at 10 feet. No loss of life has been report-
ed as of Monday.

Her family, including her father Jetty
Srinivas Rao, a tax department employ-
ee, and her mother Nagamani, are cur-
rently awaiting the repatriation of her
body through the Indian Embassy.
They have appealed to the government
to expedite the process of returning
Harika’s body to Tenali for her final rites.

A close relative expressed their grief,
saying, “We are devastated by this sud-
den loss. Our immediate priority is to
bring Harika’s body back to Tenali to
conduct the final rites. We urgently seek
the government’s support and assistance
during this difficult time”

The family has requested Minister
Nara Lokesh to take the initiative and aid
in the repatriation process. Union
Minister Pemmasani Chandrasekhar is
coordinating with NRIs in the USA to
ensure the prompt return of Harika’s
remains to Tenali.

He invited all political parties to join the protest being
organized by YSRCP in the national capital on
Wednesday. The protest aims to highlight the worsen-
ing law and order situation in Andhra Pradesh.

On the other hand, during the all-party meeting, TD
Parliamentary Party leader Lavu Srikrishna Devarayalu
said that they have requested the central government to
fulfill the aspirations of the people of Andhra Pradesh.
He also mentioned the financial mismanagement in AP
during YSRCP’s five-year rule, explaining that there was
no development during this period. Lavu brought to
attention during the all-party meeting that they are releas-
ing white papers on the economic destruction caused
by the previous government in the assembly meetings.

After the all-party meeting, the MP said they discussed
the Polavaram project, Vizag Steel Plant, and Railway pro-
ject. He mentioned that during the Parliament session, they
would highlight issues related to the state. He further stat-
ed that the state government is giving top priority to law
and order and commented that the opposition is trying to
divert attention from the state's financial problems accumu-
lated during the previous government.

tioned in the vedic texts, such as agriculturist, weaver, pot-
ter, builder, carpenter, healer, dancer, barber, priest, etc."

The previous textbook said, "Some priests divided peo-
ple into four groups called varnas.... Shudras could not per-
form any rituals. Often women were grouped with
Shudras. Both women and Shudras were not allowed to
study the Vedas." "The priests also said that these groups
were decided based on birth. For example, if one's father
and mother were Brahmins, one would automatically
become a Brahmin and so on...," the old book said.

The references were also tweaked in the COVID-19 ratio-
nalisation, which was earlier termed temporary by the
NCERT to reduce burden. 