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‘My role in Viraaji is unlike
any I’ve played 

BEFORE’

Deepening ties with
India in several 

areas: US
‘I DON’T WANT
MY DAUGHTER SEE ME
PLAYING NEGATIVE ROLES’

Veligonda project
will be completed...
District Collector A. Thameem
Ansariya announced today that the
Veligonda project is on track for
completion soon, ensuring swift
resolution of issues faced by
evacuees. During her inspection of
project sites on Tuesday, Collector
Ansariya visited affected areas and
received updates from officials and
engineers on progress. She
engaged with villagers in
Kalanutala, a submergence village,
discussing their concerns such as
access to drinking water and basic
amenities. Villagers expressed
readiness to relocate pending fair
compensation and...
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‘Only 8 countries
could lower...
Even as premature deaths due to
cancer have come down across
three-fourths of the world, only
eight countries are likely to meet
the related United Nations'
Sustainable Development Goals
(SDG) Target 3.4, pointed out a
recent study. The target is
concerned with slashing
premature deaths from non-
communicable diseases (NCDs),
including cancer, by a third by
2030 through prevention and
treatment. For the study,
researchers, including those from
the World Health...

International toy
fair to begin on...
More than 300 domestic
companies and over 100 foreign
buyers from the US, Germany and
other countries are expected to
participate in the four-day
international toy fair beginning on
July 6 in the national capital, a
statement said on Tuesday. More
than 250 Indian brands will display
their products during the fair,
which is being organised at Pragati
Maidan here, Toy Association of
India senior vice-president Naresh
Kumar Gautam said in the
statement. Gautam said that the
15th Toy Biz...

Lot of time for me
to sleep, for now...
Rohit Sharma held the T20 World
Cup trophy like a new-born baby
as he walked towards the beach
here for the triumphant captain's
post-tournament photo shoot, a
serene smile refusing to leave his
face and the feeling of being a
world champion yet to fully sink in.
He couldn't be faulted for being a
bit dazed. After all, a jinx that
lasted over a decade had been
broken. "It's surreal. It feels like a
dream. It feels like it hasn't
happened. Although it has
happened but it feels like it hasn't
happened," Rohit...
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The BRS would return to power
and govern the state for
another 15 years. Schemes
launched by YSR like Arogyasri
and fee reimbursement were
continued without changing
their names but were
implemented better
by the BRS. Some
people want to wipe
out all traces of KCR.
So will you remove
Telangana also
then as I fought
for its statehood 

- K. Chandrasekhar Rao, BRS chief P4

VMC Commissioner
Swapnil transferred to
Srikakulam as Collector

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

In a significant administrative
reshuffle, the Andhra Pradesh gov-
ernment has reassigned eleven
IAS officers to different districts
across the state. Chief Secretary
Neerabh Kumar Prasad issued
orders under GO Rt No 1160 on
Tuesday, detailing the transfers.

Swapnil Dinkar Pundkar, previ-
ously Commissioner of Vijayawada
Municipal Corporation, has been
transferred from the MA & UD
Department to assume the role of
Collector & District Magistrate in
Srikakulam District, replacing
Manazir Jeelani Samoon.

Among other transfers, A Shyam
Prasad, Joint Collector &
Additional District Magistrate of
Palnadu District, will now serve as
Collector & District Magistrate in
Parvathipuram Manyam District,
succeeding Nishant Kumar. Vijaya
K, Director of Social Welfare,
moves to Anakapalli District as
Collector & District Magistrate,
taking over from Pattanshetti Ravi
Subash.

Dr Mahesh Kumar Ravirala,
Secretary of APSWREIS, transi-
tions to the position of Collector &
District Magistrate in Dr B.R.
Ambedkar Konaseema District,
replacing Himanshu Shukla.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
N. Chandrababu Naidu
expressed his joy at the
announcement made by Anand
Mahindra, Chairman of the
Mahindra Group, regarding the
imminent opening of a second
cafe featuring Andhra Pradesh's
renowned Araku coffee in Paris.

"Another cafe in Paris - that's
fantastic news! Delighted that
Araku coffee continues to gain
the global recognition it
deserves," CM Naidu shared on
'X', reacting to Anand Mahindra's
earlier announcement.

"The journey of Naandi
Foundation's Arakunomics and
the Girijan Cooperative
Corporation has transformed the
lives of our tribal communities. I
eagerly anticipate more such suc-
cess stories emerging from

Andhra Pradesh," the Chief
Minister added.

Anand Mahindra, Chairman of
the Naandi Foundation Board,
had previously disclosed plans to
open a second cafe near the

Pantheon in Paris. He expressed
gratitude to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for mentioning
Araku coffee in his 'Mann Ki
Baat' broadcast on June 30.

Mahindra highlighted that
tribal farmers in the Araku
Valley employ regenerative agri-
cultural methods to grow coffee,
resulting in a globally renowned
product acknowledged as among
the finest coffees worldwide.

Reflecting on Naandi
Foundation's 25-year journey,
Mahindra credited Chandrababu
Naidu and the late Dr. K Anji
Reddy for their vision in estab-
lishing Naandi to uplift tribal
farmers through high-quality
coffee cultivation.

Mahindra praised Naandi
Foundation CEO Manoj Kumar
and his team for their dedication
in transforming Araku coffee into
a global brand. He noted that the

first cafe, located in Paris' Marais
district, has already attracted sub-
stantial local patronage.

"We are thrilled to announce
the opening of our second Cafe
near the Pantheon in Paris.
Additionally, we have outlets in
Bengaluru and Mumbai,"
Mahindra shared.

He underscored the significant
impact of Arakunomics, stating
that over 300,000 tribals have
been lifted out of poverty, with
more than 42,000 farmer families
becoming prosperous, earning Rs
1,00,000 in profit per season
from coffee cultivation.
Mahindra also highlighted the
environmental contribution of
planting millions of trees by
these tribal families.

"This is the real 'Return on
Equity' of building a global social
enterprise brand from India,"
Mahindra concluded.

PNS n NELLORE

Tragedy struck near Kavali town on
Tuesday when a collision between a
lorry and a school bus resulted in one
fatality and injuries to 15 students.
The incident occurred on Tuesday
morning on the outskirts of Kavali,
as the bus was transporting 20 stu-
dents to RSR International School.

According to the police, the accident
happened as the bus attempted a ‘U’
turn on the Chennai-Kolkata highway.
A speeding lorry collided with the bus,
causing it to overturn on the road.
Tragically, the school's cleaner lost his
life instantly in the collision. The

injured students, suffering from var-
ious degrees of injuries, were prompt-
ly taken to nearby hospitals where they
are currently receiving treatment.

MLA Kavya Krishna Reddy visit-
ed the hospital to meet with the

injured students and instructed offi-
cials to ensure they receive the best
possible care. Expressing his dismay
over the incident, Minister for IT and
Human Resources Development
Nara Lokesh took to social media to
address the issue. "I am deeply sad-
dened by the tragic accident involv-
ing the school bus and the loss of life
of the cleaner," Lokesh wrote. "I urge
school authorities to prioritize the
maintenance of school buses. I have
instructed officials to ensure strict
compliance with safety standards."

Authorities are continuing their
investigation into the circumstances
surrounding the collision.

1 dead, 15 students hurt as lorry rams school bus

PNS n KAKINADA

Panchayat Raj and Rural
Development Minister K. Pawan
Kalyan lamented that a funds
crunch has crippled the Panchayat
Raj system in the State.

Pawan Kalyan held a meeting
with Collector Shan Mohan Sagili
and other officials on Tuesday to
review various issues.

Speaking on the occasion, he said
the government earns over Rs 1000
crore from sand extraction in East
Godavari district, but it has not
given the Panchayat Raj its share.

"The village panchayats are fac-

ing a funds crunch because the state
government has diverted their funds
to other purposes. The panchayats
should receive their share from
sand extraction, mines, registra-
tions, and labour taxes, but the gov-
ernment has not allocated the due
funds. I was shocked at the dismal
financial situation of the village pan-
chayats when officials explained,"
Pawan Kalyan asserted.

Due to the indifference of the
erstwhile YSRCP government,
Andhra Pradesh did not receive
funds under the Jal Jeevan Mission,
and the matching funds were not
released.  Continued oon PPage 22

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Chief Minister Nara Chandrababu
Naidu has directed officials to take
immediate measures to address the
problems faced by various sections
of people. On Tuesday, the CM held
a series of review meetings with con-
cerned ministers and officials at the
Secretariat. The discussions focused
on issues including the availability
of sand in the State, the new sand
policy, damaged roads, and the
price control of essential commodi-
ties.

The Chief Minister emphasised
that many problems faced by the
people are a result of the previous
government's policies, and quick
steps should be taken to resolve
them. He instructed officials to
prepare a necessary roadmap to
address these issues.

Chandrababu asked the officers to
study the prevailing situations in dif-
ferent parts of the State, evaluate
immediate measures, and formulate
long-term plans to resolve these
issues. Initially, he reviewed the
availability of sand and the new pol-
icy to be adopted. Officials detailed
the results of policies implemented
by the TDP regime between 2014
and 2019 and the losses incurred
due to the new policies introduced
by the YSRCP government. They
informed Chandrababu that the
construction industry had suffered

significantly due to high sand prices,
scarcity of stocks, and lack of trans-
parency in the maintenance of sand
quarries. The officials also briefed
the Chief Minister on large-scale
irregularities in sand supply and
marketing, including the policies on
online systems. "There was no prop-
er assessment of sand mining quan-
tities due to the lack of supervision,"
they reported.

In response, Chandrababu direct-

ed officials to ensure the immediate
availability of sand for the construc-
tion industry and to prevent stock
shortages. He emphasized the need
to control sand prices and develop
a new policy for sand supply.

Reviewing the condition of roads
in the state, the Chief Minister
noted that many roads were dam-
aged due to the negligence of the
previous government. 

Continued oon PPage 22

CM begins stock-taking
Reviews sand availability, damaged roads, inflation with top officials

n Naidu says problems due to
previous government's policies
and calls for a roadmap to
resolve them.

n Immediate and long-
term measures to be
formulated based on
current state
evaluations.

n The construction industry
suffered due to high sand prices
and a lack of transparency in sand
quarry maintenance.

n Immediate actions to ensure sand
availability and control prices

were directed

n CM stresses the need to
repair damaged roads
and adopt new
technologies despite
financial difficulties.

n Urgent measures to curb
rising prices of essentials,

especially onions, tomatoes, and
rice, discussed.

n

Officials brief
CM about sand

supply irregularities
and online system

policies

PNS n HATHRAS(UP)

A stampede at a religious congrega-
tion here killed 116 people on
Tuesday as devotees suffocated to
their deaths and bodies piled atop
each other in the worst such tragedy
in recent years.

The stampede took place as the
devotees – most of them women -
- headed home after a ‘satsang’ in
the Hathras district’s Phulrai village,
conducted by Baba Narayan Hari
who is also known as Saakar Vishwa
Hari Bhole Baba.

Some accounts said some people
slipped in the slush, triggering the
stampede. Twenty-seven bodies were
brought to a hospital in neighbouring
Etah district. Senior Superintendent of
Police Rajesh Kumar Singh said 23 of
them were women. And 89 lay dead
in Hathras itself.

UP chief secretary Manoj Kumar
Singh put the death toll at 116.
Baring seven children and a man,
the dead are all women. Singh said

72 have been identified so far.
Victims, dead or unconscious,

were brought to the Sikandara Rau
Trauma Centre in trucks and ‘tem-
pos’. The bodies lay scattered out-
side this Hathras health centre as
people milled around them.

A video clip showed a woman
crying as she sat in a truck, amid five
or six bodies. Another showed a
man and a woman lifeless in anoth-
er vehicle. Clips before the stampede
showed people in a large ‘shamiana’,
listening to Bhole Baba. The 'baba'
sat before them on a throne-like
chair.

The preacher was a policeman in
the 1990s when he left the force, and
started holding satsangs, according
to one account. Politicians are said
to be among his devotees.

District Magistrate Ashish Kumar
said the 'satsang' was a private
event for which the sub-divisional
magistrate had granted permis-
sion. 

Continued oon PPage 22

116 killed in stampede at UP
‘satsang’, most victims women

NEET-PG likely to be held

mid-August: Sources

PNS n NEW DELHI

The National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test-Post Graduate (NEET-
PG) 2024 is likely to be held mid-
August, sources said on Tuesday.

The revised date for the medical
entrance exam is expected to be
announced this week.

A meeting was held in the Union
home ministry on Monday, in which
officials from the health ministry,
National Board of Examinations in
Medical Sciences (NBEMS), along
with its technical partner Tata
Consultancy Services (TCS), and
Cyber Cell officials discussed the pre-
paredness for the NEET-PG, which is
to be held online. "Besides the NEET-
PG, the meeting was held to evaluate
the robustness of the system for the
conduct of the Foreign Medical
Graduates Examination, which is
scheduled for July 6," a source said.

‘Funds crunch crippled
Panchayat Raj system’

CM delighted over 2nd Araku cafe in Paris

Naidu for Delhi today
To discuss State proposals

for Union Budget

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Chief  Minister  Nara
Chandrababu Naidu will visit
the  capita l ,  Delhi ,  on
Wednesday evening to discuss
the proposals related to the
State in the upcoming Union
Budget. This visit is significant
as it is the first meeting since
Naidu assumed office as Chief
Minister.

Reports indicate that he will
hold talks with Prime Minister
Narendra  Modi,  Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, and other key
officials during his visit. There
is also a possibility that discus-
sions will include the imple-
mentation of state bifurcation
promises.

Chandrababu Naidu is
expected to address pending
state projects and other criti-
cal issues with NDA leaders at
the Centre. Officials have
already compiled detailed
information on the pending
projects from the last five
years

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The Belgian Ambassador to India,
Didier Vanderhasselt, met with
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister
Nara Chandrababu Naidu on
Tuesday. The delegation, composed
of Belgian trade and industry rep-
resentatives led by Ambassador
Vanderhasselt, discussed potential
investment opportunities in the
state.

Chief Minister Chandrababu
Naidu emphasized the govern-
ment's commitment to fostering a
business-friendly environment in
Andhra Pradesh. He stated, "We
welcome businesses from India and
across the world to invest in our
state."

The Belgian delegation visited the
state capital, Amaravati, and
engaged in discussions aimed at
exploring various avenues for eco-
nomic collaboration.

Following the meeting, Chief
Minister Naidu took to social media
to share his thoughts. He tweeted,
"Had a meeting with a delegation of
trade and industry representatives
led by Belgian Ambassador Didier
Vanderhasselt. Our government is
working with sincerity to create an
environment conducive to business
in Andhra Pradesh. We invite busi-
nessmen from all over the world,
including India, to invest in the
state."

He also shared photos of the
meeting with the Belgian team to
highlight the event.

11 IAS officers
shifted in AP

‘Yes, let’s meet and iron
out bifurcation issues’

Revanth accepts Naidu’s praposal to meet on 6
th

July

Jagan returns from
B'luru sojourn

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

YS Jagan Mohan Reddy arrived in
Tadepalli on Tuesday evening after a
brief stay in Bengaluru. He returned to
Tadepalli on Tuesday.

Following the election results, YS
Jagan toured his home district, YSR
Kadapa, where he met with YSR
Congress Party leaders and workers, lis-
tening to their grievances. Afterwards,
he travelled to Bengaluru with his fam-
ily for a brief rest period. On Tuesday,
YS Jagan arrived back in Tadepalli.

A large crowd, along with YSR
Congress Party leaders and workers,
gathered outside Gannavaram Airport
to greet YS Jagan. 

Belgian envoy meets Naidu

PNS n HYDERABAD

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy has
accepted an invitation from AP Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu for a
face-to-face meeting on July 6 at the
Jyoti Rao Phule Praja Bhavan.

“I completely agree with the need for
an in-person discussion to better serve
the people of our respective states," he
said. "On behalf of the people of
Telangana, I am delighted to invite you
to the meeting on July 6 in Hyderabad,”
he added.

He concurred with CBN’s reflections
on the necessity of resolving all pend-
ing issues of the Bifurcation Act
through an in-person meeting, empha-
sizing the importance of building a
strong foundation for cooperation.

Continued oon PPage 22
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ALMANAC

Updated: July 2, 2024 5:00 PM

Forecast: Mostly Cloudy
Temp: 36

oc

Humidity: 64%
Sunrise: 5:39 AM
Sunset: 6:44 PM

TODAY

VIJAYAWADA WEATHER

Month & Paksham: Krishna Paksha

Tithi: Dwadashi: Jul 02 08:42 AM

to Jul 03 07:10 AM

Trayodashi: Jul 03 07:10 AM

to Jul 04 05:54 AM

Nakshatram: 

Rohini: Jul 03 04:40 AM

to Jul 04 04:07 AM

Mrigashirsha: Jul 04 04:07 AM

to Jul 05 03:54 AM

Rahukalam: 12:20 PM to 1:58 PM

Yamagandam:  7:27 AM to 9:05 AM

Varjyam: 09:40 AM to 11:15 AM

Gulika: 10:42 AM to 12:20 PM

Amritakalam: 12:59 AM to 02:33 AM

Abhijit Muhurtham: Nil

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

Minister for Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises (MSME)
and NRI Affairs, Kondapalli
Srinivas, highlighted Chief
Minister Nara Chandrababu
Naidu's commitment to bringing
joy and prosperity to the people's
lives. Speaking at the release of
irrigation water from the
Gorrepati Butchi Apparao
Tatipudi Reservoir in Gantyada
mandal on Tuesday, the minis-
ter emphasised the mission to
uplift communities and spread
happiness across the region.``

Minister Srinivas assured com-
prehensive irrigation coverage
for the suburbs surrounding the
Tatipudi Reservoir, a vital water
source for approximately 15,365
acres spanning 35 villages in
Gantyada, Jami, and S. Kota
mandals. Criticizing past admin-
istrations for neglecting the irri-
gation sector, Minister Srinivas
pledged to desilt all canals by next
year, with initial efforts already
underway on the MN channel.
Plans are also in motion to secure
funds from Visakhapatnam to
further develop the reservoir,
which crucially supports the
city's drinking water needs.

The minister also promised
the restoration of the local boat
with enhanced safety standards
and envisioned the area as a bur-

geoning tourist destination. He
highlighted the recent distribu-
tion of NTR Bharosa pensions,
bringing joy to senior citizens,
widows, and disabled individu-
als. "Honoring the elders' contri-
butions by providing these pen-
sions is our duty," he emphasized.

District Collector Dr. BR
Ambedkar announced that agri-
culture, irrigation, education,
and medical sectors would
receive top priority. He commit-
ted to making substantial contri-
butions towards the Tatipudi
reservoir's advancement.

S. Kota MLA Kolla
Lalithakumari praised the reser-
voir, built on the Gosthani River,
as a lifeline for Visakhapatnam's
drinking water and the region's
irrigation needs. She noted that it
benefits around 40,000 farmers
across 35 villages in three mandals.

However, she criticized the previ-
ous government's neglect of cru-
cial projects like Polavaram, which
suffered from a lack of allocated
funds even for essential repairs.
Lalithakumari called for the
Tatipudi reservoir's development
in both irrigation and tourism.

Parliamentary Constituency
TDP President Kimidi Nagarjuna
affirmed their commitment to
addressing farmers' issues. Local
farmer and TDP leader Rongali
Krishna shared the challenges
faced by the Tatipudi communi-
ty, emphasizing the need for
immediate action. 

The event saw participation
from key officials, including
RDO MV Suryakala, Irrigation
EE Seetharamanaidu, DE
Govinda Rao, JE Tamminaidu,
MPDO Bhavani, Tashildar
Neelakantheswara Reddy, local

Water released from
Tatipudi Reservoir

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

AP cab drivers in Hyderabad
brought their grievances to IT
Minister Nara Lokesh during a
Praja Darbar session on Tuesday.
They submitted a representation
seeking his intervention to resolve
a pressing issue: the Telangana
government's demand for life tax
payment on their vehicles, mark-
ing the completion of Hyderabad's
10 years as the joint capital.

The drivers highlighted that they
had already paid life tax when the
states were unified and argued that
imposing it again would create
severe financial hardship. They also
complained about alleged harsh
treatment of Andhra Pradesh
vehicles by local authorities in
Hyderabad. With the upcoming
meeting between the CMs of both
states scheduled for July 6, the dri-
vers appealed for a resolution to
their concerns and requested an

extension to continue operating
their vehicles in Hyderabad.

Meanwhile, at the Praja
Darbar, Minister Lokesh also
addressed concerns from leaders
of teacher unions regarding
stalled transfer orders due to the
Election Code. Lokesh assured

them that teacher transfers would
be conducted transparently and
according to regulations, empha-
sising his commitment to uphold-
ing integrity in the process.

The Praja Darbar, which Lokesh
initiated to engage directly with
constituents, has garnered signif-

icant participation from people
across the state, highlighting var-
ious issues for his attention. Such
has been the response that MLAs
from the ruling party are now con-
sidering organising similar sessions
in their respective Assembly seg-
ments.

AP cab drivers in Hyderabad
seek Lokesh’s help over life tax 
Leaders of teachers’ unions also meet the Education Minister

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

Visakhapatnam is set to
become a pioneer in green
energy with India's first
desalination-based hydro-
gen project underway. The
Indian Institute of
Petroleum and Energy
(IIPE) and NTPC Limited
are collaborating on this
landmark initiative, esti-
mated to cost Rs 35 crore.

The project will see a 1
tonne per day (TPD)
capacity plant installed at
NTPC Simhadri. This
aligns with NTPC's com-
mitment to clean energy, as
the company pursues a
comprehensive green
hydrogen agenda. Their
vision includes establishing
an energy park at
Pudimadaka in Anakapalli
district, with approval from
the Andhra Pradesh State
Investment Board in 2023.
This ambitious project,
with a total investment of
?1.1 lakh crore across two
phases, aims to produce
green hydrogen, green
ammonia, and green
methanol, significantly
boosting India's renewable
energy capabilities.

Professor Shalivahan,

Director of IIPE, highlight-
ed the project's environ-
mental benefits. "Our
approach leverages desali-
nated water from NTPC
Simhadri's existing plant
for hydrogen generation
through electrolysis," he
explained. This eliminates
the reliance on freshwater
resources, a crucial advan-
tage in water-scarce
regions.

Dr. Somnath Ghosh, the
project's lead investigator,
provided technical details.
"We use desalinated water
to produce one tonne of
hydrogen daily, requiring
around 10 tonnes of water
obtained from 300 tonnes
of seawater. The produced
hydrogen will be stored at
NTPC's facilities," he said.

While currently reliant
on conventional electricity
sources, Dr. Ghosh empha-
sized the significant envi-
ronmental benefits. 

"Unlike traditional
methods that emit carbon
dioxide, ours is carbon-
neutral," he explained. 

"We utilize waste heat
from the power plant for
desalination, essentially
converting wasted energy
into valuable hydrogen.

India's first desalination-based
Hydrogen plant in Vizag

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The construction of the Seed
Access Road in Amaravati,
the capital of Andhra Pradesh,
has gained momentum.
According to the initial plans,
efforts are underway to expe-
dite the completion of the sec-
ond phase of this crucial infra-
structure project.

Following the election of the
Telugu Desam Party (TDP)-led
NDA government, the con-
struction work on the Seed
Access Road, which connects
the Secretariat in Amaravati to
the Chennai-Kolkata National
Highway, was accelerated. This
project, estimated to cost
around Rs 500 crores, had
seen little progress under the
previous government over the
past five years. The TDP gov-
ernment began construction in
2017, completing nearly 80
per cent of the first phase.
However, the proposals for
the second phase stalled after
the YSR Congress Party
(YSRCP) came to power.

The second construction
phase covers 18.27 km, with
the Chandrababu Naidu-led
government aiming for com-
pletion by the end of April
2025. NCC Company is cur-
rently executing the four-lane
road works for Rs 125 crores.
This Seed Access Road is
designed to connect govern-
ment building complexes in
the seed capital with the
National Highway. The road
starts from the National
Highway near Manipal
Hospital and extends towards
Borupalem after crossing the

Kanaka Durga Varadhi from
Vijayawada to Guntur. This is
the second major project
undertaken by the govern-
ment following the construc-
tion of the temporary secretari-
at in the capital.

The Seed Access Road is
divided into two parts, with a
total length of 21.5 km.
Initially, tenders were called for
18.27 km. A 16.3-meter wide
median has been reserved for
the Bus Rapid Transit System
(BRTS) and Metro Rail. A
two-lane road, each 7.25
meters wide, will be construct-
ed on either side, along with
cycle tracks. The first phase of
the road will start near
Undavalli and continue to
Borupalem. Three of the seven
major roads being construct-
ed in the capital pass through
this route. The road will feature
approach roads at approxi-
mately 30 locations, and the
median will remain open at 12
points. Additionally, 41 cul-
verts and two mini bridges will
be constructed along the 18.27-
km stretch.

While the government has

acquired some land through
land pooling, additional land is
still required. Farmers have
expressed willingness to pro-
vide their land only if compen-
sated under the Land
Acquisition Act introduced by
the Central government,
rejecting the Land Pooling
Act. The construction area
includes lands from Undavalli,
Penumaka, and Tadepalli vil-
lages, as well as Sundarayya
Nagar and Sitanagaram
colonies near Manipal
Hospital.

Officials have identified 78
families and 68 acres of agri-
cultural land that need to be
acquired. The compensation
for Rehabilitation and
Resettlement (R&R) is estimat-
ed to cost Rs 49 crores. The
government is considering
negotiating with landowners to
expedite the acquisition
process. 

Reports suggest that author-
ities are planning to relocate
the affected families of
Sundarayya Nagar and
Sitanagaram to alternative
housing in other areas.

AMARAVATI IN FAST LANE

Seed Access Road
work gains speed

‘YSRCP leaders looted public wealth’
PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

Former finance minister
Yanamala Ramakrishnudu has
launched a scathing attack on
the YSR Congress Party
(YSRCP) government, accus-
ing its leaders of widespread
corruption and financial mis-
management over the past five
years. In a strongly worded let-
ter addressed to the TDP gov-
ernment, Yanamala
Ramakrishnudu alleged that
YSRCP leaders have systemat-
ically looted the wealth of the
Telugu people, leaving the
state's economy in dire straits.

Yanamala Ramakrishnudu
urged the government to take
decisive action, proposing the
use of the Revenue Recovery
Act or the introduction of spe-
cial legislation to reclaim the
allegedly misappropriated
assets of YCP leaders. He
applauded the current gov-
ernment's efforts to mitigate
economic losses incurred dur-
ing Jagan Mohan Reddy's
tenure and put forward 15
key recommendations aimed at
bolstering the state's financial
health and fulfilling manifesto
promises.

Central to Yanamala
Ramakrishnudu's recommen-
dations is the implementation
of the Comprehensive
Financial Management System
(CFMS) for transparent bill
payments and seeking rev-
enue regularization from the
Center. He advocated for

securing reasonable fixed loans
and increasing grant-in-aid to
the state. Yanamala empha-
sized the necessity of prudent-
ly managing Ways and Means
advances and Overdrafts (OD),
ensuring that welfare schemes
reach deserving beneficiaries
only.

Furthermore, Yanamala
Ramakrishnudu stressed the
importance of cutting costs,
plugging leakages in capital
expenditure, and transforming
Andhra Pradesh into a thriv-
ing industrial hub while safe-
guarding natural resources.
He underscored strict adher-
ence to the Financial
Responsibility and Budget
Management (FRBM) Act to

uphold fiscal discipline.
"Temporary control of the

fiscal deficit will pave the way
for a sustainable reduction in
the years ahead," 

Yanamala Ramakrishnudu
asserted, highlighting the
imperative of combating cor-
ruption to foster an environ-
ment conducive to economic
progress and prosperity. He
expressed confidence in
Chandrababu Naidu's leader-
ship and commitment to good
governance, envisioning sus-
tainable economic growth
under his stewardship.

The TDP has long accused
the YCP government of ram-
pant corruption, particularly in
sectors like liquor, sand, and

mining. An internal investiga-
tion is underway to quantify
these alleged misappropria-
tions, with plans to identify and
legally pursue those responsi-
ble. 

Yanamala Ramakrishnudu's
proposal for a dedicated law
targeting the recovery of assets
allegedly looted by YCP lead-
ers has sparked widespread
public interest and debate.

As Andhra Pradesh con-
fronts formidable economic
challenges, Yanamala
Ramakrishnudu's bold asser-
tions and comprehensive rec-
ommendations are poised to
shape discussions on gover-
nance and economic recovery
across the state.

n The government to take decisive action,
proposing the use of the Revenue
Recovery Act or the introduction of
special legislation to reclaim the
allegedly misappropriated assets of YCP
leaders. 

n Central to Yanamala Ramakrishnudu's
recommendations is the
implementation of the Comprehensive
Financial Management System (CFMS)
for transparent bill payments and
seeking revenue regularization from the
Center. 

‘Guilty won't be spared’

PNS n NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
told the Lok Sabha on Tuesday
that the government is working
on a war footing to curb
incidents of paper leaks,
while asserting that
those playing with the
future of youngsters
will not be spared.

The prime minis-
ter's comments came
amid a raging row over
alleged irregularities, includ-
ing paper leaks, in competitive
examinations such as the NEET
and the NET. The opposition
has been demanding a discus-
sion on the issue in Parliament.

Replying to a two-day debate
on the Motion of Thanks to the
president's address to a joint sit-
ting of Parliament, Modi said
arrests are being made across the

country in connection with the
National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test (NEET) issue.

"The president expressed con-
cerns about paper leaks in her

address. I also want to tell
students and young-

sters that the gov-
ernment is serious
about controlling
such incidents and
we are taking back-

to-back steps on a war
footing to fulfil our

responsibilities," he said.
"Those playing with the future

of youngsters will not be spared,
arrests are being made across the
country in the NEET issue. The
Centre has already framed strict
laws and important steps are
being taken to strengthen the
entire system of conducting
examinations," the prime minis-
ter added. 

Working on war footing to curb paper leaks: PM 

‘Funds crunch...
Continued from Page 1

Under the Jal Jeevan
Mission, drinking water
could be supplied to every
village, he stated.

The Panchayat Raj Minister
assured the development of
Hope Island as an Eco-
Tourism Park. Without harm-
ing marine life, eco-tourism
would be developed at Hope
Island, he announced.

Pawan Kalyan deplored
the destruction of the Mada
forest to provide house sites.
Moreover, the harmful
Malaysian breed of Kono
Carpus saplings was planted
for greenery, and they would
be removed in a phased man-
ner, he stated.

The Minister recalled
being kept informed for a
long time about the disap-
pearance of over 30,000
women and girls in the state.
Following a complaint from
a Bhimavaram couple, he
directed the Vijayawada CP
to trace their missing daugh-
ter. The police traced the girl
in Jammu within 72 hours
and are bringing her to
Vijayawada, he disclosed.

Pawan Kalyan proposed
setting up a special cell for
missing girls and informed
that he would discuss the
matter in the next Cabinet
meeting. MP Tangella Uday
Srinivas, MLAs Vanamadi
Venkateswara Rao, Pantam
Nanaji, V. Satyaprabha,
Jyothula Nehru, and SP Satish
Kumar were among those
who attended the meeting.

CM begins...
Continued from Page 1

He directed officials to prepare reports on the extent
of damaged roads and take steps to repair them across
the state. He also urged officers to study the latest tech-
nology available for road repairs. Despite financial dif-
ficulties, the State Government is committed to repair-
ing the roads to prevent inconvenience for the public,
he assured. The Chief Minister also called for urgent mea-
sures to curb rising prices of essential commodities.
Reviewing the current prices of essentials with officers
from Agriculture, Marketing, and Civil Supplies,
Chandrababu stressed the immediate need to reduce
prices, especially of onions, tomatoes, rice, and other
commodities. He expressed regret that the existing Rythu
Bazaars were not being maintained properly, thus fail-
ing to meet their intended purpose. Ministers Kollu
Ravindra, BC Janardhan Reddy, K Atchen Naidu, and
Nadendla Manohar, along with officials from the
respective departments, attended the review meetings.

11 IAS
officers...

Continued from Page 1

Further changes include P
Arun Babu, who moves from Sri
Satya Sai District to become
Collector & District Magistrate
of Palnadu District. Anand O.,
Joint Commissioner (CT) in
Visakhapatnam, is transferred to
SPS Nellore District as Collector.
Dr Venkateswar Salijamala,
Director of Secondary Health,
takes over as Collector & District
Magistrate in Tirupati District.

Sridhar Chamakuri moves
from Joint Collector &
Additional District Magistrate
of Bapatla District to Collector
& District Magistrate in
Annamayya District. Siva
Sankar Lotheti, who was await-
ing posting, is appointed as
Collector & District Magistrate
of YSR district. Chetan TS,
Managing Director of AP
Beverages Corporation, shifts
from the Revenue (Excise)
Department to become
Collector & District Magistrate
of Sri Satya Sai District. Lastly,
B Raja Kumari, Joint Collector
& Additional District Magistrate
of Guntur District, moves to
Nandyal District as Collector.

Continued from Page 1

The local administration provid-
ed security outside the venue while
the arrangements inside were made
by organisers, he added. According
to Additional Director General of
Police (Agra Zone) Anupam
Kulshrestha, 40 personnel were
deployed at the venue.

Eyewitness Shakuntala Devi told
PTI Videos that the stampede took
place while people were leaving the
venue. People fell atop each other,
she said, and then the bodies were
pulled out.

According to Sikandra Rau sub
divisional magistrate Ravendra
Kumar, the stampede took place
when devotees tried to get a
glimpse of Bhole Baba as the event
ended. They also wanted to collect
some soil from around the baba’s
feet, he said. Satsang participant
Sonu Kumar blamed the slippery
ground for the stampede.

“When Guru ji left the place after
almost one and half hours, all of a
sudden devotees ran behind him to
touch his feet,” he said. When they
turned back, some slipped.

Sikandra Rau police station SHO
Ashish Kumar blamed “overcrowd-
ing” at the ‘satsang’. Another eye-
witness, who left the place before
the end of the ‘satsang’ said the
arrangements were not adequate,
given the number of devotees.

Agra’s additional director gener-
al of police and Aligarh divisional
commissioner are part of a team
that would probe the incident, the
state government said. 

116 killed in...

‘Yes, let’s meet...
Continued from Page 1

On behalf of the people of Telangana and his government,
Revanth expressed delight in accepting Naidu's invitation for
a meeting. The discussion is scheduled for the afternoon of July
6 at the Mahatma Jyoti Rao Phule Bhavan in Hyderabad.

In a letter dated July 2, Revanth expressed his gratitude for
the letter he had received from Chandrababu on July 1 and con-
gratulated him on his victory in the recent Assembly and Lok
Sabha elections in Andhra Pradesh.

Revanth acknowledged Chandrababu Naidu's historic
achievement of being sworn in as Chief Minister for a fourth
time and wished him the best.
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PNS n VIJAYAWADA

YSRCP leader and former
MP Nandigam Suresh has
made it clear that they will
knock on the door of the
court against the anarchy of
Telugu Desam in the state
from the moment they come
to power. He said that the
riots and attacks committed
by the TDP leaders are not
trivial, beatings, personal
insults and destruction of
government and private
properties are outrageous. 

Addressing a press meet-
ing at the YSRC central
off ice at  Tadepall i  on
Tuesday, he said that so
many atrocities are happen-
ing in the state and CM
Chandrababu Naidu is silent
forgetting his promises to
the people of no rebellion
against the Opposition
Party. People gave power not
for retaliat ions,  said
Nandigam Suresh and
recalled that after the elec-
tion results in the state,  the
anarchies committed by the
TD leaders increased day by
day and Naidu failed to
control the law and order
situation. He recalled that
Jagan Mohan Reddy ruled
the administration for the
last 5 years but such inci-
dents of attacks did not
happen. 

He asked CM Naidu if the
people empowered TD to
take revenge on the opposi-
tion. or to do good to the
people?  He expressed anger
that MLA Kolikapudi

Srinivas was doing anarchy
in Tiruvuru and demolished
the local YSRC MPP's house
without listening to the
police. Nandigam Suresh
said that since there is no
situation to implement the
promises given, they are
trying to start a fight and
scare. 

Former MLA Kayle Anil
Kumar said that the govern-
ment of bulldozers is run-
ning under the leadership of
Chandrababu and the
demolishing of the structure
illegally by  Tiruvuru MLA
of TDP Kolikapudi Srinivas
reflected the same. He
expressed his anger that
MLA Srinivas did not
behave like a human being
and went to a huge rally in
cars and demolished hous-
es with bulldozers despite
police efforts to stop the
anarchy. Anil  Kumar
demanded stern action
against MLA Srinivas and
other TDP culprits who
demolished the houses of
YSRCP leaders and to stop
illegal demolitions.

Ramachandraiah, Hari
Prasad file papers for MLA

quota MLC posts 
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Chief Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu has made a surprise
move in the selection of candi-
dates for the two MLC seats
under MLAs' quota, by-elec-
tions for which are scheduled
to be held on July 12.

Naidu announced the names
of former MLC C
Ramachandraiah and Jana
Sena Party official spokesper-
son and secretary of party's
political affairs committee P
Hari Prasad.

Both Ramachandraiah and
Hari Prasad filed their nomina-
tions before 3 pm, the deadline
for filing of nominations. Since
there are no other nominations,
they will be declared elected as
MLCs unanimously by July 5,
the last date for withdrawal of
nominations.

Till the other day, there
were reports from within the
TDP camp that Chandrababu
Naidu had decided to nomi-
nate former MLA SVSN
Varma, who sacrificed his seat
for Jana Sena Party chief

Pawan Kalyan in Pithapuram
constituency. In fact, Varma
himself declared his own can-
didature on X. Besides, there
was a talk that the second MLC
seat will be given to a minor-
ity candidate -- either former
legislative council chairman
MD Ahmed Sharif or former
MLC Mohd Iqbal.

But to the surprise of every-
one, Naidu gave a shock to
both the leaders, by choosing
former MLC C
Ramachandraiah, who was
disqualified for defecting from
YSRCP to TDP, just before the
recent elections.

Tiruchanoor school kitchen gets
Tirupati's first PNG connection
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

AG&P Pratham, committed to
promoting cleaner and more
efficient cooking solutions, has
activated its first commercial
piped natural gas (PNG) con-
nection at Edify School's
kitchen in Vaishnavi Nagar,
Tiruchanoor. The school has
now switched to using PNG as
its cooking fuel. This initiative
aims to provide the school with
a convenient, cost-effective,
and eco-friendly cooking fuel
option. During the inaugural
ceremony, Praneeth, Chairman
of Edify School, along with
senior management from
AG&P Pratham, ignited the
canteen gas stove, marking the
commencement of kitchen
operations powered by PNG.

The Edify School canteen
serves meals to over 2,000 peo-
ple, including students and
staff. AG&P Pratham has
installed 148 kilometres of PE
network in the city and plans to
lay an additional 130 kilometres

by the end of 2024, covering
many households and com-
mercial establishments in
Tirupati.

Gautam Anand, Regional
Head & Assistant Vice President
of AG&P Pratham, stated that

the PNG supply is expected to
reduce the commercial kitchen's
fuel bill. He explained, "It's
great to see Tirupati embracing
sustainable culinary practices.
By switching to PNG, the
school can enjoy significant

cost savings of 20-30% com-
pared to LPG cylinders.
Additionally, piped gas connec-
tions ensure secure and hassle-
free daily usage by eliminating
the need for booking, storage,
and handling of LPG cylinders."

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

MAXICON -24, a Continuing
Medical Education (CME)
event, was held under the aegis
of Maxivision Eye Hospital, in
association with the
Vijayawada Academy of
Ophthalmology. The event wit-
nessed active participation
from ophthalmologists,
optometrists, and medical stu-
dents across Andhra Pradesh

fostering an environment of
learning and collaboration.

Dr AAV Ramalinga Reddy
said MAXICON-24 has been
an incredible platform for shar-
ing knowledge and advancing
the field of ophthalmology.
“We are grateful to the
Vijayawada Academy of
Ophthalmology for their sup-
port and collaboration. We are
committed to continuous edu-
cation and excellence in eye

care. Events like MAXICON-
24 help us stay at the forefront
of medical advancements and
improve patient outcomes,” he
added.

Dr Prabhavathi delivered an
insightful presentation on
pathophysiology and manage-
ment of diabetic macular
edema (DME). She elaborated
on the underlying mechanisms
contributing to DME, empha-
sising the importance of early

detection and intervention. Dr
Prabhavathi highlighted vari-
ous treatment modalities,
including anti-VEGF thera-
pies and corticosteroids, and
shared recent advancements in
surgical techniques that are
proving to be effective in man-
aging this condition.

Dr Srujana emphasised the
growing need for specialised
myopia clinics, given the
increasing prevalence of

myopia globally. She discussed
the importance of early diagno-
sis and regular monitoring to
prevent severe complications.
Dr Srujana also introduced
the audience to various preven-
tive strategies and treatment
options, including orthokera-
tology and atropine eye drops,
which have shown promising
results in slowing the progres-
sion of myopia in children
and adolescents.

Vijayawada Academy of Ophthalmology organises CME

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Minister of Education, IT and
Electronics Nara Lokesh has
stated that the government is
committed to providing skill
training to the students and
creating jobs across the state.
Minister Lokesh conducted a
review with the senior officials
of the Skill Development
Department on Tuesday. The
government has launched the
Skill Senses programme to
identify the skills among the
youth of the state and train
them in the respective fields.

The meeting discussed the
procedures for participation of
various departments in Skill
Senses. In particular, they dis-
cussed the possibilities of con-
ducting a house-to-house sur-
vey through village and ward
secretariats under the aus-
pices of APSSDC, Industries
Department. Minister Lokesh
directed the officials to study
the skill development pro-
grammes being implemented

in various states in the coun-
try and prepare further plans
with better policies. The
authorities were advised to
look into the procedures
implemented in other states.
He said that the issue of train-
ing for courses in demand
abroad should be looked into.

Skill Development and
Training Secretary Saurabh
Gaur, APSSDC MD Raja
Babu, DET Navya, CEO
Srinivasulu, ADG Dinesh and
others participated in the
meeting.

Govt committed
to skill training for
students: Lokesh

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

In a decisive move against the
illegal trafficking of ganja,
Home Minister Vangalapudi
Anitha has pledged to bring the
true culprits to justice. Her visit
to the Visakhapatnam Central
Prison marked a significant
moment in her commitment to
addressing the plight of inno-
cent tribals and youth wrong-
fully imprisoned. During her
inaugural visit, Minister Anitha
highlighted the severe over-
crowding in the prison, which
has a capacity of 800 but cur-
rently houses 2,000 inmates.
Disturbingly, among these
inmates, 1,200 are young indi-
viduals apprehended for
involvement in ganja traffick-
ing. Expressing deep concern
over this issue, she promised a
thorough investigation to
ensure that justice prevails for
those falsely accused.

In a media briefing, Anitha
discussed her meticulous
review of the prison conditions
and her interactions with
remand prisoners involved in
ganja cases. She expressed
alarm at the number of young
individuals trapped in legal
battles while the true perpetra-
tors remain free. She
announced plans for a compre-
hensive study of the issue and
assured necessary actions to
rectify the situation.

To improve inmate welfare,
Anitha inaugurated an Any
Time Clinic (ATC) in the
Pranahita Block. This facility
aims to prevent the need for
inmates to leave the premises
for medical examinations,
offering 17 types of services

within the jail. Additionally, she
revealed plans to establish a de-
addiction centre and provide
psychiatric services, ensuring
holistic support for the
inmates.

Her inspection extended to
various vocational units with-

in the jail, including printing,
bookbinding, handloom, sani-
tiser production, and steel
units. Observing the skilled
work of inmates, she interact-
ed with them to understand
their experiences and chal-
lenges, noting the production

of notebooks, bound books,
handloom cloths, chairs, and
sanitiser kits.

The Minister was visibly
moved by the stories of young
individuals caught in ganja
cases during her interaction
with remand prisoners. She lis-
tened to grievances about
delayed relief despite good
conduct and assured that she
would consult legal experts
and act according to the
Supreme Court's guidelines
to expedite justice.

Minister Anitha outlined
her vision for a more equitable
and supportive correctional
system. She pledged to
enhance facilities and rights for
both prisoners and jail staff,
promising quarters, vehicles,
and essential amenities.
Emphasising a policy of
friendly policing, she under-
scored the importance of
improving marketing facili-
ties for products made by pris-
oners.  

Accompanying the Minister
on her visit were
Superintendent Kishore
Kumar, Additional
Superintendent Venkateswara
Rao, Deputy Superintendents
Ramachandra Rao and
Kamalakar Rao, Civil DCP,
and other officials, ensuring a
comprehensive assessment of
the jail's operations and con-
ditions.

Anitha vows justice for tribals
She visits Visakhapatnam Central Prison

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

State Water Resources
Minister Nimmala
Ramanaidu announced that
water will be released to the
Pattiseema lift irrigation
scheme starting at 7:27 am on
Wednesday. The Minister
conducted inspections at var-
ious sites including the
Polavaram Project,
Pattiseema, Purushothama-
patnam, Tadipudi,  and
Pushkara lift schemes on
Tuesday. Subsequently, he
convened a review meeting
with officials from concerned
departments to discuss the
water release for these lift

irrigation schemes.
Addressing the media,

Minister Ramanaidu empha-
sised the critical importance of
addressing irrigation and
drinking water challenges for
the Krishna Delta region
through these schemes. He
detailed the allocation of water
resources, stating that 7,000
cusecs will be directed to
Pattiseema, 870 cusecs to
Tadipudi, 3,500 cusecs to
Purushottam Patnam, and
1,225 cusecs to Pushkara.

Minister Ramanaidu under-
scored the vision of Chief
Minister Chandrababu Naidu
to ensure Andhra Pradesh
becomes drought-free with

the completion of the
Polavaram project, which is
vital for the state's populace.
He highlighted that the
Pattiseema and Purushothama
Patnam lift irrigation schemes
were initiated to mitigate
drinking and irrigation water
shortages until the Polavaram
project reached fruition.

The minister also expressed
dissatisfaction, attributing
delays in the Polavaram pro-
ject to former CM YS Jagan
Mohan Reddy. He asserted
that under TDP leadership,
had they come to power in
2019, the Polavaram project
would have been completed
by 2020.

Water release for Pattiseema
scheme today, says Nimmala

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

N Abhinaya, Joint
Commissioner, Income Tax,
said that while the collection of
revenue is critical to the task of
nation-building, it should be a
smooth process, as Chanakya
mentioned in his Arthashastra
“to collect taxes from a taxpay-
er is just like a bee collects
honey from a flower without
disturbing its petals”.

Speaking to the gathering at
an awareness programme
organised by the Vijayawada
Division, South Central
Railway, and the Income Tax
Department on Tuesday, she
said navigating the complexi-
ties of taxation can often be
daunting without proper guid-
ance. “Our programme aims to
demystify income tax, empow-
er you with knowledge, and
foster compliance with tax
laws. Also, through this pro-
gramme, we shall highlight
critical issues of incorrect
claims of deductions and
exemptions.”

Narendra A Patil, Divisional
Railway Manager, while

addressing the huge gathering
of serving and retired employ-
ees, said that most of the pub-
lic relies on other people for
their tax filing needs. “Though
we may feel that tax filing is a
difficult task, it is not. All we
need to do is read the income
tax provisions and try to
understand them, and then we
can file our own taxes with
ease. We should teach this to
our spouses and children, and
inculcate the habit of under-
standing money and finance
related matters. The govern-
ment relies on revenue gener-
ation through the taxes paid by

us. We, being government
employees, need to be extra
careful while filing our taxes
and ensure that we do not neg-
ligently resort to any wrongdo-
ing which might lead to tax
evasion,” he said. He also
thanked the Income Tax
Department team for conduct-
ing this awareness programme.

A team of income tax offi-
cers also gave a PowerPoint
presentation on the basics of
income tax, tax filing proce-
dure, tax benefits and deduc-
tions, refund scams and red
flags. They even gave case
studies to showcase how peo-

ple can calculate income tax
returns and the avenues avail-
able under proper provisions to
save taxes.

K Srinivas, Additional DRM
(Operations), E
Sivaramakrishna, Senior
Divisional Finance Manager,
Katta Anand, Senior Divisional
Personnel Officer, Ravi Kumar,
Senior Divisional Mechanical
Officer, Vijayawada Division,
SCR, D Vijay Babu and R
Chamundeswari, Additional
Commissioner, Income Tax,
other Railway and Income Tax
officers and staff participated
in the programme.

Paying income tax in time is our duty: DRM
Awareness programme organised on tax filing, laws

Both Ramachandraiah and
Hari Prasad filed their
nominations before 3 pm,
the deadline for filing of
nominations. Since there
are no other nominations,
they will be declared
elected as MLCs
unanimously by July 5, the
last date for withdrawal 
of nominations

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

In a bold move to enrich its bio-
diversity and offer an immersive
experience to visitors, the Indira
Gandhi Zoological Park (IGZP)
is set to initiate a landmark ani-
mal exchange programme with
the Greens Zoological Rescue
and Rehabilitation Centre, sup-
ported by the Radhe Krishna
Temple Elephant Welfare Trust
from Moti Khavdi, Jamnagar,
Gujarat.

Scheduled for July 3 evening,
this pioneering initiative will wit-
ness a diverse array of exotic
species migrating between these
prestigious institutions. From the
Radhe Krishna Temple Elephant
Welfare Trust, IGZP eagerly
awaits the arrival of Green
Winged Macaws, Scarlet
Macaws, Military Macaws,
Medium Sulphur Crested
Cockatoos, Squirrel Monkeys,
Common Marmosets, Red-
Necked Wallabies, and
Meerkats. In return, the Greens
Zoological Rescue and
Rehabilitation Centre will wel-
come Striped Hyenas, Hog Deer,
Painted Storks, Grey Pelicans,

Star Tortoises, Gharials, Jungle
Cats, Dholes, Wolves, and Gaurs.

This exchange not only intro-
duces four new species to IGZP’s
already diverse collection, but
also enriches the portfolio at the
Greens Zoological Rescue and
Rehabilitation Centre. Ahead of
being displayed in their respec-
tive enclosures, all incoming ani-
mals at IGZP will undergo a
mandatory quarantine period,
ensuring their health and safe-
ty alongside the park’s visitors.

G. Mangamma, the Curator
of the Indira Gandhi Zoological
Park, emphasised the profound
impact of such exchange pro-
grammes in advancing wildlife
conservation efforts and provid-
ing enhanced educational
opportunities for visitors. 

YSRCP demands
action against TDP 

ATTACKS AND RIOTSIGZP expands wildlife diversity
through exchange programme
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M
aking Andhra
Pradesh “the
number one

state in the country” may
be easier said than done
for Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu,
given its current dismal
fiscal position. Although he
has vast experience; Naidu, in
his current stint as chief min-
ister is bound to face formida-
ble financial problems for run-
ning the government smooth-
ly.  Investors, who can help fos-
ter growth, will look at the fis-
cal health of the state before
making or continuing invest-
ments in AP. 

The much-awaited distrib-
ution of pensions to about 65
lakh beneficiaries across
Andhra Pradesh is consid-
ered to be the touchstone of

NDA's rule under
Naidu with the assis-
tance of his deputy
Pawan Kalyan. Of
course, they have vowed

to work together
for the well-being of the

state. Likewise, the cadres of
Telugu Desam Party and Jana
Sena Party must work closely
for good governance. 

There have been differ-
ences between the TDP and
JSP in the past, particularly in
2014 when JSP president
Pawan Kalyan openly sup-
ported BJP headed by
Narendra Modi. Pawan chose
not to contest the elections
then only to avoid a possible
split in the positive vote bank
for Modi. But there is also a
view that Pawan paved the
way for Naidu's victory in the

state in the 2014 elections. But
the TDP had swept the elec-
tions held for local bodies ear-
lier (results of which were
released after the Assembly
elections). There were no
friendly ties between the two
parties then. TDP cadre went
to the town claiming that the
overwhelming results of polls

to local bodies were “not
because of Pawan Kalyan”.
The situation continued till
the 2019 elections in which
TDP, BJP and JSP chose to be
a divided house. This came in
handy for the then principal
opposition YSR Congress
Party (YSRCP) to register an
impressive win by bagging

151 seats out of 175 in the AP
Legislative Assembly. 

Having dislodged YSRCP
from power, the TDP, JSP and
BJP will have to cement their
friendship for their collective

political interests.  Naidu and
Pawan appear to be ideologi-
cally connected under the
influence of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. It is believed
that they are contemplating
possible replication of the
NDA formula in neighbouring
Telangana also for strengthen-
ing the alliance. 

As for Chandrababu Naidu’s
immediate tasks, he must
focus on the resumption of
construction of the capital city
Amaravati and address the
impediments in the way of
completion of Polavaram mul-
tipurpose project. Completion
of the project before the end of
Naidu’s current term is unlike-
ly, going by his comments fol-
lowing his visit to Polavaram
project site. Besides, the cases
filed by Odisha and

Chhattisgarh states against the
Polavaram project, highlight-
ing submergence of their
lands, may complicate matters
for Naidu.

Chandrababu Naidu has
declared that his government
will spend Rs.1.65 lakh crore
towards giving community
pensions to 65 lakh poor
and needy people. Other
schemes too require sub-
stantial funds. 

Special Category Status for
the state is another key issue
that can disturb Naidu at any
time. NDA alliance partner,
president of Janata Dal
(United) and Bihar Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar has
demanded SCS for Bihar. If he
succeeds in getting such
bonanza from the Centre, it
will certainly haunt Naidu! 

There is widespread dissat-
isfaction among people that
taxpayer money is not being
used properly in terms of pub-
lic access to community assets
and benefits. Most people
want to see creation of tangi-
ble assets across the state to
reflect real development. 

In view of the foregoing
challenges, one can foresee a
bumpy road ahead for
Chandrababu Naidu with all
his determination to take the
state to the next level. 

Interestingly, it was Naidu
who had written the letter of
consent for bifurcation of the
undivided AP state as part of
his political strategy when he
was in the Opposition back in
2008. Now, he has to come to
terms with bifurcation blues in
a new avatar!

M D RATNA KUMAR 
Senior Journalist

There have been differences between the

TDP and JSP in the past, particularly in 2014

when JSP president Pawan Kalyan openly

supported BJP headed by Narendra Modi.

Pawan chose not to contest the elections

then only to avoid a possible split in the

positive vote bank for Modi. But there is also

a view that Pawan paved the way for Naidu's

victory in the state in the 2014 elections
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Bumpy road ahead for Chandrababu in setting right AP!

Veligonda project will be
completed soon: Collector
PNS n ONGOLE

District Collector A.
Thameem Ansariya
announced today that the
Veligonda project is on track
for completion soon, ensuring
swift resolution of issues faced
by evacuees.

During her inspection of
project sites on Tuesday,
Collector Ansariya visited
affected areas and received
updates from officials and
engineers on progress. She
engaged with villagers in
Kalanutala, a submergence
village, discussing their con-
cerns such as access to drink-
ing water and basic amenities.
Villagers expressed readiness
to relocate pending fair com-
pensation and appealed for an
extension of the cutoff date for
identifying evacuee families.

Collector Ansariya assured
villagers that their concerns

would be brought to the gov-
ernment's attention and
resolved promptly. She also

visited the rehabilitation
colony in Vemulakota to
observe the facilities provided

to residents. Later, she inspect-
ed the ongoing construction of
intake wells at the project site
and visited the rehabilitation
colony in Idupuru, interacting
with its residents.

In a separate meeting,
Markapuram MLA Kandula
Narayana Reddy met with
Collector Ansariya at the sub-
collector’s off ice in
Markapuram. The MLA urged
swift completion of the
Veligonda project and advo-
cated for immediate water
release. He also appealed for
increased water supply to
rehabilitation colonies via
tankers.  Accompanying
Collector Ansariya were
Markapuram sub-collector
Rahul Meena, SE Abooth
Aleem, Mardan Ali, Special
Collector for Land Acquisition
Jhansi Lakshmi, and Special
Deputy Collector D.
Nagajyothi.

SCS not a demand, but right 
of AP people: Subba Reddy

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

YSR Congress MP (Rajya Sabha)
YV Subba Reddy, while speak-
ing during the debate on the
Motion of Thanks to the
President's address in Rajya
Sabha, emphasised that Special
Category Status (SCS) is not
merely a demand, but a right of
the people of Andhra Pradesh,
which has "suffered immensely
due to unjust bifurcation".

He said that Telugu Desam is
in power in Andhra Pradesh and
sharing power with the NDA
government at the Centre, so it’s
high time Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu prevails
upon the Centre to get Special
Category Status granted to the
State.

Subba Reddy asserted that
Andhra Pradesh should be
given SCS and it is not a
demand, but the right of peo-
ple. He also reminded the
Centre to resolve the pending
issues following the bifurcation
of the State.  In his Rajya Sabha
speech, Subba Reddy request-
ed the Centre to stop privatis-
ing the Vizag Steel Plant. He
also demanded the allocation of
captive iron mines to revive the
steel plant. 

Subba Reddy further
requested the Centre for sanc-
tioning a metro from the new
airport to Visakhapatnam. He
asked the government to
increase the safety of passengers
in the trains and also stressed
on the need for upgrading the

Kavach, which is an automat-
ed train protection safety sys-
tem designed to prevent colli-
sions on the same track. The
Railways should complete its
work on the Nadikudi
Srikalahasti project at the ear-
liest, he added. He also request-
ed the Centre to complete the
works on Visakha-Chennai
Industrial Corridor. 

Highlighting the initiatives of
YS Jagan Mohan Reddy’s gov-
ernment to enhance the med-
ical education infrastructure,
Subba Reddy said the govern-
ment established 16 medical
colleges in the State. The pre-
vious government also intro-
duced the Family Doctor pro-
gramme to provide preventive
healthcare to the needy.

Officials warned of action over
laxity in diarrhoea control
PNS n ELURU

District Collector K Vetri Selvi
has issued a stern warning to
officials, stating that any report
of diarrhoea cases in the dis-
trict due to unhygienic condi-
tions and contaminated water
will result in strict action
against the responsible depart-
ments.

In a video conference held
on Tuesday with municipal
commissioners and mandal-
level officials, the Collector
reviewed sanitation, drinking
water, and other pressing issues
in the district. She emphasized
the need for heightened atten-
tion to sanitation, drinking
water, and mosquito eradica-
tion during the monsoon sea-
son.

Collector Vetri Selvi direct-
ed officials to ensure full-scale
sanitation programs in both
rural and urban areas as the
rains decrease. She stressed the
importance of preventing any
diarrhoea cases by maintaining
high standards of cleanliness.

She instructed municipal
commissioners, panchayat sec-
retaries, and EO PRDs to
supervise sanitation work from
6 AM onwards. Surprise
inspections will be conducted,
and any negligence leading to
diarrhoea cases will result in
severe repercussions for the
officials involved.

All overhead drinking water
tanks in rural and urban areas

must be cleaned, and water
should only be supplied post-
chlorination. Drainages should
be cleared daily to prevent
sewage accumulation, and
measures such as spreading
Malathion and Abate for mos-
quito eradication should be
implemented. The Collector
also ordered fogging to com-
bat mosquitoes in every town
and village and instructed
daily road cleaning to prevent
rainwater stagnation.

Panchayat Secretaries are
required to reside in their
respective work locations. The
Collector also urged officials to
respond promptly to sanita-
tion, contaminated drinking
water, and mosquito-related
issues reported in daily news-
papers and to send a rejoinder
on the actions taken to the
journalists.

ZP CEO T. Srinivas
Viswanath, RWS SE
Satyanarayana, Municipal
Commissioner S. Venkata
Krishna, and other officials
attended the meeting.

Pawan’s action yields results as
missing girl traced in Jammu
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The swift intervention by
Minister for Panchayat Raj, K.
Pawan Kalyan, has led to the suc-
cessful tracing of a missing girl
in Jammu.

A couple from Bhimavaram
town approached Pawan Kalyan
a few days ago, informing him
about their daughter who had
been missing for approximately
nine months. Despite complain-
ing at the Machavaram police
station, they claimed no action
had been taken, and they broke
down in front of the minister,
moved by their distress.

In response, Pawan Kalyan
immediately contacted the con-
cerned police officials, including
Commissioner of Police PHD
Ramakrishna and the CI of
Machavaram police station,
instructing them to take imme-

diate steps to locate the missing
girl. Following Pawan Kalyan's
directives, the police acted swift-
ly, forming special teams dedicat-
ed to the search. Their efforts led
to the girl being found in Jammu.
A police team was dispatched to

Jammu, where they met the girl
and arranged for her return to
Vijayawada. Commissioner
PHD Ramakrishna informed
Pawan Kalyan that the girl was
being brought back to the city.

Pawan Kalyan expressed his
appreciation and congratulated
the police team for their efficient
and rapid response in locating
the girl. It is noteworthy that
Pawan Kalyan has been vocal
over the past year about the dis-
appearance of over 30,000 girls
and women in Andhra Pradesh,
criticizing the YSRCP-led gov-
ernment for their lack of
response.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Minister for IT and Human
Resources Development Nara
Lokesh has made it clear that
the District Selection
Committee (DSC) examina-
tion will be conducted effi-
ciently and flawlessly.  

The Minister held a meeting
with the officials concerned
and reviewed the conducting
of DSC and Teacher Eligibility
Test (TET) examinations and
the issuance of notifications for
the exams.  

Speaking on the occasion,
Lokesh said that requests were
received from the candidates

that there should be a long gap
between the DSC and TET
examinations. He suggested
to the officials that opinions
should be elicited from the
candidates on when the DSC
should be conducted.

He inquired with the offi-
cials about the misleading pro-
paganda being spread on social
media about the syllabus of the
DSC. He made it clear that no
change had been made to the
syllabus of DSC. The candidate
could get the details of the syl-
labus at https://aptet.apcfss.in,
he informed.

Lokesh directed the offi-
cials to submit a comprehen-

sive report on the damage
caused by the GO 117, which
was issued by the erstwhile
YSRCP government for wind-
ing up of some government
schools.

The IT Minister ordered
the officials to take steps to
provide quality mid-day meals
to the students. He also
ordered the officials to focus
on providing drinking water to
schools and carrying out san-
itation during the rainy season.
School Education Principal
Secretary Kona Seshidhar and
Commissioner Suresh Kumar
were among those who attend-
ed the meeting.

PNS n GUNTUR

Thunderstorms accompanied
by lightning and strong winds
with speeds of 30-40 Kmph are
likely to occur at isolated places
in North Coastal Andhra
Pradesh, , South Coastal
Andhra Pradesh, and
Rayalaseema during the next
five days, the Meteorological
Centre said on Tuesday. In a
daily weather report here, it said
that light to moderate rain or
thundershowers is likely to occur
at many places, at a few places,
or at one or two places in North
Coastal Andhra Pradesh and
South Coastal Andhra Pradesh,
and Rayalaseema during the
next seven days. The monsoon
is weak over coastal Andhra
Pradesh and Yanam and normal
over Rayalaseema. 

Rainfall occurred at two
places over Coastal Andhra
Pradesh, and at a few places
over Rayalaseema, and dry
weather prevailed during the
last 24 hours, the report added.

Heavy rain
forecast over
next one week

DSC will be conducted
efficiently, without flaws: Lokesh

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

M N Harendhira Prasad, IAS
(2015), Additional Chief
Electoral Officer, Andhra
Pradesh, and ex-Officio Joint
Secretary to Government,
General Administration
(Elections) Department, has
been transferred and posted
as Collector and District
Magistrate, Visakhapatnam.
Chief Secretary Neerabh
Kumar Prasad issued GO Rt
No 1159 in this regard on
Tuesday.

Harendhira Prasad will
hand over the charge of
Additional CEO to P
Koteswara Rao, IAS, (2009).

Harendhira
Prasad posted

as Vizag DC

High time Chandrababu Naidu prevailed upon Centre
to get Special Category Status granted to the State

During her inspection of project sites on Tuesday, Collector
Ansariya visited affected areas and received updates from offi-
cials and engineers on progress. She engaged with villagers in
Kalanutala, a submergence village, discussing their concerns
such as access to drinking water and basic amenities.

BRS will be back and rule again 
l Asserts confident KCR, recalls 10 years of BRS’s good governance

PNS n HYDERABAD

BRS president K.
Chandrasekhar Rao said that
he was confident that the BRS
would return to power and rule
for another 15 years.

He criticised the Congress
stating that once in power they
act recklessly making the pub-
lic despise them. He recalled a
similar situation after NTR's
rule. On Tuesday, KCR held a
meeting with the ZP chairper-
sons of Telangana at his farm-
house in Erravelli.

Speaking on the occasion,
KCR acknowledged the key
role ZP chairpersons played in
the state's development during
BRS rule and congratulated
them on completing their
terms.  He urged them to aim
for greater heights, emphasiz-
ing that real politicians work
for the people regardless of
power. Reflecting on the 10

years of BRS governance, he
said that everything ran
smoothly, contrasting it with
problems regarding electricity,
drinking water and law and
order under the Congress gov-
ernment which led to commu-
nal riots.

He asked why the same offi-
cials were unable to maintain
peace now and stressed that the
BRS government achieved
unprecedented development
in 10 years.

He commented on BRS lead-
ers who left the party after
holding high posts and ques-
tioned their inability to stay
without posts for a short peri-
od.

He said that the schemes
launched by YSR like Arogyasri
and the fee reimbursement
scheme were continued with-
out changing names but was
implemented better by the
BRS.

He said the successful Rythu
Bandhu scheme was intro-
duced to stabilize agriculture.
He expressed concern over the
Congress government's
attempts to undermine the
scheme, citing potential cor-
ruption if not implemented
properly.

KCR predicted that the BRS
would return to power and
urged his party workers to be
patient. He said that there
might be a reorganization of
constituencies in the next two
years, increasing the number of
constituencies to 160 in
Telangana, which would create
more opportunities for women.

He emphasized the need for
the reconstruction of
Telangana and stated that who-
ever receives the B-form from
the BRS will be victorious. He
said the BRS would soon com-
plete appointing committees at
all levels and would also

strengthen its social media
presence.

KCR concluded by speaking
about Prof. Hashmi of
Bangladesh, who set up 71,000
savings groups for poor women
and zero-pollution cities where
mayors are closely connected
with the public.

KCR felicitated the ZP chair-
persons with shawls and along
with their families the chairper-
sons took photographs with
KCR. He greeted each chair-
person by name congratulating
them for their contributions to
development in their respective
districts.

BRS Working President KTR
spent considerable time talking
to the ZP chairpersons and
their families. He later present-
ed Yadadri Prasadam and
mementos to the chairpersons.

The chairpersons and their
families expressed joy at meet-
ing the BRS chief. 

BRS chief K Chandrasekhar Rao addresing ZP chairpersons in his farmhouse at Erravelli on Tuesday

RASHMI BHUMIREDDY
n HYDERABAD

With the rise in train colli-
sions across the country, peo-
ple raised concerns on the
safety measures taken by the
railways. They questioned
why the railways have been
dilly-dallying in installing
train collision avoidance sys-
tem (TCAS), called ‘Kavach.’

It has been adopted as an
automated train protection
system. To avert these dread-
ful collisions, Indian Railways
took initiative to develop
Kavach system in 2012 and
completed its development
in 2022. However, despite its
development, some of the
areas still remain uncovered
under the Kavach system due
to various factors.

According to a South
Central Railway (SCR) offi-
cial, the Automated Train
Protection (ATP) system cov-
ers only 25 per cent i.e 555
route kilometers (Rkms) of
Telangana under South
Central Railways (SCR) zone.
The kavach system was
deployed across 1,465 route
kilometers (Rkms) in the
entire zone. This includes
555 Rkms in Telangana (out
of a total of 2,014 Rkms in the
State), 129 Rkms in Andhra
Pradesh, 132 Rkms in
Karnataka, and 576 Rkms in
Maharashtra. Additionally,
the ATP system has been

installed in 159 locos and at
136 stations. But,
S e c u n d e r ab a d - R ai chu r,
Vi j a y a w a d a - K a z i p e t -
Balharshah sections remained
uncovered by the system.

People are raising concerns
about the safety of other sec-
tions which remain uncov-
ered by the system. Most of
these sections are critical
especially when it comes to
Vijayawada-Balharshah route
which witnesses numerous
trains followed by
Vijayawada-Visakhapatnam,
Secun derabad-Raichur,
N i z a m a b a d - M a n m a d ,
Guntakal-Hubli all of which
are in the dire need of Kavach
system. One of the main rea-
sons behind uncoverage of
critical sections in Telangana
is, there is a significant 
manpower shortage for han-
dling the Kavach system,
especially for crucial safety-
related activities such as 
locomotive pilots, station
masters, and track maintain-
ers. Approximately 15,000
posts are vacant across the
SCR limits.

Manpower shortage hampering
deployment of ‘Kavach’ in SCR



nation 05 VIJAYAWADA | WEDNESDAY | JULY 3, 2024

IN
D

IA
 C

O
R

N
E

R

A
51-foot-tall statue of Sage Parshuram, considered one of the incarnations of Lord
Vishnu, will be erected at 'Parshuram Kund', a holy spot on the bank of the Lohit river
in Arunachal Pradesh, an official said on Tuesday. The state government is making

efforts to develop 'Parshuram Kund' in Lohit district as a major pilgrimage centre in the
Northeastern regions, the official said. Under the central government's Pilgrimage
Rejuvenation and Spiritual Heritage
Augmentation Drive scheme, a grant of Rs
37.87 crore has been allocated to develop
the site, he said. The project includes
installing a 51-foot statue of Sage
Parshuram which will be donated by the
VIPRA Foundation, an organisation
dedicated to develop the Kund.
The official said that the statue will be
erected on the bank of the Lohit river at the
holy site, which attracts lakhs of devotees
who take holy dips during Makar
Sankranti.

A
court here on Tuesday granted two-hour custody parole to Kashmiri leader Sheikh
Abdul Rashid to take oath as a Lok Sabha MP on July 5, subject to some
conditions. Rashid, also known as Engineer Rashid, was elected from Baramulla

seat as an independent candidate defeating National Conference leader Omar Abdullah in
the recent Lok Sabha polls. He was arrested in a 2017 Jammu and Kashmir terror
funding case. Rashid had moved the
court seeking interim bail, or custody
parole in the alterative, to take oath
and perform his parliamentary
functions. Additional Sessions Judge
Chander Jit Singh allowed custody
parole for two hours on July 5 to
enable him to take oath, subject to a
few conditions. These included a
custody parole of two hours or till the
conclusion of proceedings, whichever
was later. The designated time of two
hours excluded travel time.

A
28-year-old woman has approached the Bombay High Court seeking to terminate her 26-
week pregnancy as the same was "unwanted". The woman in her plea said she already
has a four-year-old daughter and is going through divorce proceedings with her

estranged husband. As per the plea, the woman is in a relationship with a friend with whom
she got pregnant. "If the petitioner is made to go through the unwanted pregnancy, then there
is likelihood of mental and physical anguish
and trauma," the plea said. Pursuant to the
plea, the high court last week directed a
medical board to examine the woman and
submit a report on its opinion. A division
bench of Justices A S Gadkari and Neela
Gokhale on Tuesday perused the medical
board's report and noted that it was not in
favour of termination of the pregnancy.
The bench asked the woman's lawyer Tejas
Dande to ask the woman to go through the
report and posted the matter for further
hearing on Wednesday.

51-foot-statue of sage Parshuram to
come up on holy river bank in Arunachal

Court allows two-hour custody parole
to Engineer Rashid to take oath as MP

Woman moves HC seeking termination
of ‘unwanted' pregnancy

PNS n WASHINGTON

The US is deepening its ties
with India in several key areas,
including economic and secu-
rity cooperation, a senior offi-
cial has said, emphasising that
Washington will continue to
cultivate this relationship.

State Department Deputy
Spokesperson Vedant Patel
made the remarks on Monday
at his daily news conference in
response to a question on US-
India relations and the recent
conversation between
President Joe Biden and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
the sidelines of the recent G7
Summit in Italy.

"India is a country in which
we are deepening our relations
within a number of key spaces,
especially as it relates to deep-
ening our economic ties, deep-
ening our security coopera-
tion," Patel told reporters.

President Biden "had the
opportunity to briefly see
Prime Minister (Narendra)
Modi in the margins of the G7
a couple of weeks ago," he
added.

“So this is an area where we
will continue to cultivate this
relationship," he said.

Noting that the US hosted
Prime Minister Modi for a state

visit last year, he said, "I imag-
ine there will be a number of
additional areas where we con-
tinue to deepen cooperation."

Prime Minister Modi visit-
ed the US in June last year at
the invitation of President
Biden during which the two
countries signed a raft of mega
defence, trade and space coop-
eration agreements.

Patel added that National
Security Adviser Jake Sullivan
visited India a few weeks ago
too.

Sullivan visited India from
June 17 to 18 and held exten-
sive talks with his counterpart
Ajit Doval primarily focusing
on the implementation of the
ambitious India-US Initiative
on Critical and Emerging
Technologies (iCET).

Responding to a question on
Pakistan and on India-Pakistan
ties, Patel said the US would
hope that any country on the
face of the planet condemns
terrorism anywhere.

“But ultimately, this is
between India and Pakistan.
Broadly, of course, we welcome
any countries making more
positive relations with their
neighbours. But as it relates to
this specifically, I just, I don't
have anything to offer,” he
said.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Tuesday asked NDA
MPs to follow parliamentary
rules and conduct, and learn
from senior members about
the best practices, comments
that came a day after the rul-
ing alliance accused Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi of
making a "most irresponsible"
speech.

Addressing a meeting of
NDA MPs, Modi said the
opposition is upset as for the
first time a non-Congress
leader, that too a "chai-wala",
has become prime minister for
a third straight term, sources
said. 

Highlighting his humble
origins, he took an apparent
jibe at the Nehru-Gandhi fam-
ily saying that its members
used to be prime minister and
gave little recognition to those
from outside their fold, the
sources said.

Briefing reporters,

Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju said Modi asked
MPs to study parliamentary
issues, attend Parliament reg-
ularly and raise the matters
related to their constituency
effectively.

Asked if Modi referred to
Gandhi's Monday speech in
Lok Sabha, Rijiju said he made
no such mention but added
that when the country's prime
minister speaks, the message
is for everyone.

Gandhi had launched a no-
holds-barred attack on the
BJP in the Lok Sabha on
Monday, accusing the leaders
of the ruling party of dividing

people on communal lines,
drawing massive protests from
the treasury benches, with
Prime Minister Modi slam-
ming the Congress leader for
calling the entire Hindu com-
munity violent.

At the alliance meeting,
Modi was felicitated by NDA
leaders for his "historic" third
term, Rijiju added.

Sources said the prime min-
ister asked MPs to study any
issue before making com-
ments on it before the media,
and said they should stay in
touch with their constituencies
and thank voters for support-
ing them.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Nearly 1500 stones were
removed from a woman's gall-
bladder at a private hospital in
Delhi.

A 32-year-old woman, who
was suffering from persistent
bloating and heavi-
ness after eating
junk and fatty
foods, had her gall-
bladder removed
which contained
nearly 1500 stones,
said Dr Manish K.
Gupta, Vice
Chairperson and
Senior Consultant,
Laparoscopic and
General Surgeon at Sir Ganga
Ram Hospital.

The woman Riya Sharma,
who successfully underwent a
laparoscopic cholecystectomy
at Sir Ganga Ram Hospital, had
also been self-medicating for
what she believed to be gas, Dr
Gupta said. She also experi-
enced recurrent episodes of
right upper abdominal pain
radiating to her back and shoul-
der, often accompanied by nau-
sea and vomiting, he added.

After a thorough evalua-
tion, the patient was scheduled
for a laparoscopic cholecystec-
tomy, a minimally invasive
procedure to remove the gall-
bladder and stones.

"During her surgery (on
Saturday), 10 mm and 5 mm
incisions were made in her
abdomen to facilitate the
removal of the gallbladder,"
Dr Gupta said.

Speaking about her condi-
tion, Riya Sharma, who lives in

Gurgaon, told PTI,
"I live by myself,
which is why I am
mostly dependent
on outside food."

"A few weeks
back, I was suffer-
ing from persis-
tent bloating and
heaviness. After
consulting my
family physician,

an ultrasound revealed that
my gallbladder was full of
stones and I was then referred
to Sir Ganga Ram Hospital," she
added. Despite the extensive
number of stones, the patient
was discharged the day after
surgery, able to eat a normal
diet and move around indepen-
dently, Dr Gupta said.

He also emphasised the
importance of timely inter-
vention, noting that small
stones can migrate into the
common bile duct (CBD),
causing jaundice and pancreati-
tis, while large stones can lead
to chronic irritation and poten-
tially gallbladder cancer if left
untreated.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Criminal cases involving alle-
gations of sexual violence can-
not be quashed on the basis of
monetary payments as doing
so would imply that “justice is
for sale”, the Delhi High Court
has observed.

The high court said even if
the parties have reached a
compromise in a sexual vio-
lence case, they cannot
demand quashing of the FIR
as a matter of
right.

The court
made the obser-
vation while
rejecting a plea
moved by a rape
accused seeking
quashing of an
FIR registered by a woman on
the ground that the matter was
amicably settled between the
parties and that she agreed to
settle for Rs 1.5 lakh.

“… This court is of the
opinion that criminal cases
involving allegations of sexu-
al violence cannot be quashed
on the basis of monetary pay-
ments, as doing so would
imply that justice is for sale,”
Justice Swarana Kanta Sharma
said.

The high court, in an order
passed on Monday, said it has
considered the fact that the
FIR itself reveals serious alle-
gations against the man and
his family members, including
consistent threats to the pros-
ecutrix (woman) to prevent
her from lodging a complaint.

The court noted that the
memorandum of understand-
ing (MOU) entered into by the
parties is not the result of a res-
olution of misunderstandings
through family intervention
but an exchange of money
totalling Rs 12 lakh, intended
to secure the quashing of the
FIR. The woman had initially
demanded Rs 12 lakh from the
man but later settled for Rs 1.5
lakh.

In the FIR, the woman,
who was
divorced and had
a child, alleged
that the accused
had misrepre-
sented himself as
a divorcee and
engaged in sexu-
al relationship

and sexual violence with her
under the false pretext of mar-
riage.

The FIR also alleged shoot-
ing of inappropriate videos
and photos by the accused,
threats to kill her and her son,
and repeated misrepresenta-
tion by the accused.

Later, it was submitted that
the FIR had been lodged since
the woman was angry and that
it be now quashed as they have
reached a settlement.

The prosecutor opposed
the plea saying if the FIR is
quashed on the ground that
the prosecutrix had lodged the
complaint out of anger
towards the accused, it would
be a travesty of justice and an
abuse of the criminal justice
system.

PNS n NEW DELHI

India is in talks with Africa
as well as Latin America to
get critical mineral blocks on
a government-to-govern-
ment basis, Veena Kumari
Dermal, joint secretary of the
Ministry of Mines, said on
Tuesday.

Critical minerals such as
lithium are essential compo-
nents in many of today's
rapidly growing clean ener-
gy technologies, including
wind turbines, electricity net-
works, and electric vehicles.

"We are having lots of dis-
cussions with many other
resources-rich countries both
in Africa as well as in Latin

America for getting... a block
on a G2G basis or on a pri-
ority basis," Dermal said at
India Energy Storage Week
(IESW) 2024 organised by
India Energ y Storage
Alliance (IESA).

The mines ministry, she
said, is giving more and more
importance to the explo-
ration of critical minerals in
India. At the domestic front,
the government has success-
fully auctioned one lithium
block in Chhattisgarh, the
joint secretary added.

She said the Chhattisgarh
government will take steps to
start the exploration and
production from the lithium
block at the earliest.

Maiki South Mining Pvt
Ltd had last month bagged
the country's first lithium
block in Chhattisgarh that
was put up for sale.

Meanwhile, the govern-
ment cancelled the auction of
14 critical minerals that were
on offer in the second round
of auction.

In June, the government
had put on sale 21 blocks in
the fourth round of auction
of critical and strategic min-
erals .  The government
received 56 physical bids and
56 online bids for 18 of the
20 blocks offered during the
first tranche of the auction,
which began on November
29, 2023.

PNS n HARIDWAR

The seers of Haridwar on Tuesday demanded
the immediate disqualification of Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi as MP for calling Hindus
violent and insulting the entire community.

They said Gandhi had "lost his mind" and
should apologise to Hindus.

In his first speech as the leader of opposition
in the Lok Sabha on Monday, Gandhi had
launched a no-holds-barred attack on the BJP,
accusing the leaders of the ruling party of divid-
ing people on communal lines.

His remarks drew massive protests from the
treasury benches, with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi slamming the Congress leader for call-
ing the entire Hindu community violent.

Gandhi, however, clarified that he was speak-
ing about the BJP.

Mahant Ravindra Puri, president of Akhil
Bharatiya Akhara Parishad, said Gandhi holds
a constitutional post and such irresponsible
behaviour is not expected of him.

"By calling Hindus violent and liars in
Parliament, he has insulted the 140 crore peo-
ple of the country. Hindus are tolerant and in
majority in the country. So, everyone is secure.
Rahul Gandhi must apologise to Hindus," Puri
said.

Mahanandaleshwar of Sri Panchayati Bada
Udaseen Akhara Swami Rupendra Prakash also
condemned Gandhi's remarks.

"Rahul Gandhi has insulted the entire Hindu
community. 

PNS n NEW DELHI

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman on Tuesday asked
Viduthalai Chiruthaigal Katchi
(VCK) member Thol
Thirumavalavan to "preach"
prohibition in his own state of
Tamil Nadu where 56 people
died recently after consuming
spurious liquor.

Participating in the debate
on Motion of Thanks on the
President's address in the Lok
Sabha, the VCK MP, who
spoke in Tamil, raised the
drug abuse issue in his speech.

The VCK is an ally of the
DMK government in Tamil
Nadu.

Intervening in the debate,
Sitharaman said
Thirumavalavan is requesting
the Union government to
invoke provisions given in the
Constitution, particularly
referring to the Preamble, to
bring in prohibition and also
to ensure that there are no
drugs in the country.

Sitharaman, who is a Rajya
Sabha member from Andhra
Pradesh, said the VCK MP has
raised a very noble cause,
which is appreciable.

"But the party, with which
he's in alliance in Tamil Nadu,
is in power there...where more
than 56 people died due to
consumption of illicit liquor.
He should first preach there.
Drug abuse is rampant in
Tamil Nadu," Sitharaman said
in the Lok Sabha.

The hooch tragedy in Tamil
Nadu's Kallakurichi district
took place last month. The
tragedy left over 56 people
dead and many are still hospi-
talised.

PNS n JAIPUR

The Rajasthan cabinet on
Tuesday decided to repeal the
Gandhi Vatika Trust Act, 2023
brought by the previous
Gehlot government for the
operation and management of
'Gandhi Vatika', a museum
based on the biography of
Mahatma Gandhi.

The other decisions taken
by the cabinet include build-
ing a 'green field' airport in
Kota and opening 'flying acad-
emy' in Kishangarh and other
places.

After the meeting,
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Jogaram Patel told reporters
that the decision to repeal the
Gandhi Vatika Trust Act was
taken in the meeting as there
were some flaws in the Act.

He said the previous
Congress government gave
such unlimited powers to the
Gandhi Vatika Trust which
were not needed. He said the
operation of Gandhi Vatika
will continue.

Congress leaders Mallika
rjun Kharge and Rahul
Gandhi and the then chief
minister Ashok Gehlot inau-
gurated the 'Gandhi Vatika'
built in the Central Park of
Jaipur on September 23 last
year. The initiative aimed at
introducing the new genera-
tion to the thoughts of
Mahatma Gandhi. 

The theme of Gandhi
Vatika, built at a cost of Rs 85
crore, was prepared under the
guidance of a committee of
Gandhian thinkers.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Even as premature deaths due
to cancer have come down
across three-fourths of the
world, only eight countries are
likely to meet the related
United Nations' Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG)
Target 3.4, pointed out a recent
study.

The target is concerned with
slashing premature deaths from
non-communicable diseases
(NCDs), including cancer, by a
third by 2030 through preven-
tion and treatment.

For the study, researchers,
including those from the World
Health Organization (WHO),
Switzerland, calculated the risk
of dying prematurely for peo-
ple aged 30-69 years to discern

how the pattern of yearly pre-
mature deaths due to cancer
changed from 2000-2019
across 183 countries.

Data from the WHO Global
Health Estimates were used.

The research team found
that while overall early deaths
due to all cancers fell across
South-East Asian countries,
early deaths due to breast, col-
orectal and pancreatic cancer
increased. The findings were
published in The Lancet
Oncology.

However, "for most coun-
tries, (early deaths due to can-
cer) rates are not declining fast
enough to reach SDG 3.4 tar-
gets. 

No WHO region will reach
SDG 3.4 targets for all cancers
combined," the authors wrote.

By 2050, 35 million new
cancer cases are predicted,
with the highest burden
expected in lower-middle-
income countries (LMICs)
and low-income countries

(LICs), according to the
researchers.

Previous studies have found
that cancer, along with cardio-
vascular (heart-related) dis-
ease, are now the first or sec-

ond causes of premature death
in most countries and WHO
regions, the authors said.

However, no studies have
evaluated early deaths due to
each cancer type, they said.

Deepening ties with India
in several areas: US

‘Only 8 countries could lower early deaths’

‘Oppn upset as 1st time non-Cong
leader became PM for 3rd term’

PNS n NEW DELHI

Samajwadi Party (SP) MP
from Faizabad in Uttar
Pradesh Awadhesh Prasad
regretted on Tuesday that
there was no mention of
Ayodhya, the birth place of
Lord Ram, in the president's
address to a joint sitting of
Parliament.

In his maiden speech in the
Lok Sabha, Prasad said there is
filth on the streets of Ayodhya
and people have to wade
through the filth to reach the
newly-built Ram temple.

"I was very surprised to see
that in the 29-page speech of
the president, there was no
mention of Ayodhya, no men-
tion of the birth place of Lord
Ram," the SP leader said dur-
ing a discussion on the Motion
of Thanks to the president's
address. He also regretted that
poor people from whom land
has been acquired for building
an airport at Ayodhya are yet
to receive their due compen-
sation

By 2050, 35 million

new cancer cases

are predicted, with

the highest burden

expected in lower-

middle-income

countries (LMICs)

and low-income

countries (LICs),

according to the

researchers

Delhi: Around 1500
stones removed from
woman's gallbladder

Quashing sexual violence cases
upon monetary settlement would

imply "justice is for sale": HC

India in talks with Africa, Latin
America for critical mineral block

Rahul insulted Hindus, should be
disqualified as MP, say Haridwar seers

Raj govt decides
to repeal Gandhi
Vatika Trust Act

‘No mention of
Ayodhya in
Prez's speech’ 

Preach prohibition in Tamil Nadu:
Sitharaman to VCK member in LS



D
riven on one side by
developments in
technology and on

the other by changes to the
global social order, we face
tectonic shifts in the future
of the workforce and chal-
lenges such as climate
change and conflict. With
this as a backdrop in mind,
there is an urgent need to
ensure that we can equip
today’s youth with the skills
and mindsets to thrive in
this dynamic environ-
ment.Education for the last
200 years has largely been
based on imparting knowl-
edge. 
With increasing levels of
specialization through the
Industrial  Revolution,
knowledge became more
valuable; however, today,
soft skills, also known as
Life Skills, have become
much more needed.
Without these skills, it is
difficult to survive and suc-
ceed.More importantly,
character building becomes
imperative if we are to be
prepared to tackle the glob-
al challenges facing us. We
must define leadership not
by position but as “Strength
of Character” and “Sense of
Community.”There is plen-

ty of research and evidence
showing that skills such as
collaboration and commu-
nication, critical and cre-
ative thinking, and charac-
ter traits such as self-confi-
dence, grit, and resilience,
as well as having a growth
mindset, can be effectively
developed through experi-
ential learning that uses
mediums such as team
sports, the arts, and free
play.
Music is one of the most
powerful art forms that
supports the development
of these skills in multiple,
effective ways. Learning
music requires practice and
self-discipline to improve. It

requires the student to set
goals, like mastering a piece
of music or preparing for a
performance, and then
implement a plan to achieve
these goals. 
Performing in a group
teaches students the impor-
tance of working together,
listening to each other, and
supporting one another.
Students who learn differ-
ent types and forms of
music develop empathy and
a deeper understanding of
different perspectives. Most
music programs encourage
composition and improvi-
sation, allowing students
to develop their creative
thinking skills. Performing

in front of an audience
helps build self-confidence
while learning from mis-
takes during a performance
helps build resilience and a
growth mindset.Today, a
well-rounded music cur-
riculum is available in high-
er-end private schools, but
all children must get the
same opportunity. We need
to ensure that music educa-
tion becomes a core part of
the school curriculum and
is not treated as an
extracurricular activity. 
Only then can we ensure
equal access, regardless of
background or skill level.If
we can make teaching
music in schools the norm,
it will ensure the holistic
development of all chil-
dren. Building character
and life skills will mean that
we will not only support
children in their journey
towards personal and pro-
fessional success, but we
will also help develop a
generation of leaders capa-
ble of taking care of them-
selves and the world around
them.

(The writer is CEO and
founder, Enabling

Leadership; views are
personal)

A
s the rumbling in clouds becomes louder and the humidity rises, it is time for mon-
soon. It is welcome as it brings much relief from the scorching heat and a lot of
discomfort that comes with it but as the monsoon progresses it also becomes a

challenge, exposing our inadequacies and unpreparedness to meet this annual phenom-
enon. The monsoon season, while a welcome relief from the summer heat, brings with
it significant challenges. The Indian Meteorological Department (IMD) has issued a red
alert for heavy rainfall in seven states: Maharashtra, Gujarat, Kerala, Karnataka, Uttarakhand,
Goa, and Madhya Pradesh. Residents of these areas are advised to brace for severe
weather conditions, including the potential for flash floods, particularly in Uttarakhand,
Goa, and Karnataka. This year's monsoon is expected to be more severe than usual.
The IMD has warned of extremely heavy rainfall over the next few days, which could
lead to significant disruptions and pose serious risks to life and property.It is just a mat-

ter of days before Delhi will wear a Venice look as water
logging is a norm that repeats every year. The people
living on the banks of Yamuna would be rendered home-
less as if it were their destiny. And after the waters
recede it would be life as usual for the people and the
Government alike. But a lot of misery is in store for
Uttarakhand where flash floods are predicted.
Uttarakhand faces an elevated risk of flash floods. The
steep slopes and narrow valleys can quickly channel
rainwater, leading to sudden and severe flooding. Goa
is also vulnerable to heavy rains and flash floods dur-
ing the monsoon. The state’s infrastructure can become
quickly overwhelmed, leading to waterlogging and dis-

ruption of services. Karnataka is expected to experience torrential downpours. The Western
Ghats, which run along the western edge of the state, can intensify the rainfall, increas-
ing the risk of floods and landslides. 
It is not just the monsoon, but its aftermath is equally challenging. The waterborne dis-
eases and spectre of epidemics loom large while authorities watch it happening as mute
spectators. Indeed it is high time authorities in the affected states take proactive mea-
sures to mitigate the impact of the heavy rains and prepare for the possible evacuation
of vulnerable populations to safer areas. Issuing regular updates and warnings to keep
the public informed and safe. Ensuring that critical infrastructure, such as dams and
drainage systems, are prepared to handle the increased water levels. Many bridges in
Bihar have collapsed even before the monsoon, airport Terminal T1 in Delhi collapsed
and several highways have caved in, if these are not warning signals then what is? Blaming
the monsoon is certainly lame. It is not sudden or unexpected. It happens every year
yet we are ill-prepared for it. Besides,  we so much depend upon it for irrigating our
fields and providing drinking water. One can find so many pains when the rain is falling
but then Without the rain, there would be no rainbow! 

Brace for a deluge

were publicly flogged in Una Gujarat in
2016, the BJP leaders asked Anandiben
Patel to resign! When spine-chilling
gangrape/murder /forced cremation
took place in Hathras Unnao Budaun;
did the BJP leaders demand the resig-
nation of Yogi Adityanath?  When
Kuki women got paraded naked in
Manipur before gang rape, why didn't
the BJP leaders demand the resignation
of N Biren Singh immediately? Why
didn't the resignation of Pushkar Singh
Dhami get demanded after a lady
receptionist  was murdered in
Uttarakhand? When Bengali migrant
labourer Afrazul Khan was burnt alive
to death in Rajsamund in 2017, did the
BJP leaders ask Vasundhara Raje to
resign? 
Hardly two weeks ago, street vendor
Aurangzeb had been brutally lynched to
death in full view of the Aligarh pub-
lic! Did the "conscientious" leaders of
the BJP act honestly enough to demand
the resignation of Yogi Adityanath?
Indeed, two wrongs do not make a right,
but the greater truth remains that the

leaders of the hypocrite BJP simply hold
no moral right to deliver unsolicited ser-
mons about human rights.

Kajal Chatterjee |Kolkata

MONSOON IS A CHALLENGE
Madam — In the past few days, the
number of rain-related deaths in the
nation’s capital has reached 11, with six
deaths reported on Saturday alone.
The heavy rainfall on Friday caused
widespread waterlogging in Delhi. In
response, the New Delhi Municipal
Council (NDMC) has expanded its
staff to address waterlogging issues.
To effectively tackle urban waterlogging,
a holistic approach is needed, incorpo-
rating infrastructure improvements,
sustainable urban design, and active
community engagement. By imple-
menting these strategies, cities can
mitigate the impacts of heavy rains and
enhance their resilience for the future.

Neha Tomar | Ujjain

INDIA’S PHOENIX MOMENT:
Madam — India’s Phoenix Moment: A
T20 World Cup TriumphIndia’s crick-
et team exhibited remarkable determi-
nation and resilience, clinching the
T20 World Cup 2024 title with a breath-
taking comeback in the final five overs.
Rising like a phoenix from the ashes,
India soared to victory, proving their
mettle on the grandest stage.In the
thrilling conclusion, Hardik Pandya’s
final over was nothing short of brilliant,
and a spectacular catch by Suryakumar
Yadav (SKY)—who went beyond the
boundary and timed his leap perfectly
to secure the catch on his second
attempt—played a crucial role in seal-
ing India’s victory.Earlier in the match,
King Virat Kohli’s solid 76 runs and
Akshar Patel’s crucial 47 provided sta-
bility to the Indian innings, setting a
record-high T20 Cup final total of 176.
Despite this, the South African team, the
Proteas, responded with a strong per-
formance, reaching a respectable score
and losing just four wickets.
However, with only 30 runs needed
from the last 30 balls and six wickets in
hand, the Proteas faltered under
immense pressure. Boundaries that
were expected to seal the win for them
turned into catches or mere singles,
proving that "luck did not favor them"
in those decisive final overs.Yes, indeed,
a blend of luck and daring spirit won the
game for India. Team India deserves all
the praise for its fantastic performance.

PVM Nivriti| Secunderabad

SELECTIVE OUTRAGE 
Madam — Apropos the report titled
"Flogging of couple: BJP seeks resigna-
tion of Didi" (July 2); if the TMC leader
Tajemul Islam has indeed beaten up a
youth and a woman with sticks, he must
be awarded exemplary punishment
according to law. But by which temer-
ity can the leaders of BJP dare to act as
"moral guardians" of the country and
atrociously demand the resignation of
Mamata Banerjee? When Dalit youths
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Villagers use a boat to travel acros a flood affected area after heavy rainfall, in Morigaon district PTI LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

As India transitions from the scorching summer heat to the

monsoon season, a dramatic shift in weather is on the horizon

town swell. These aliens from
outer states come in obscene-
ly big cars, they drive nasty,
trying to edge us locals in our
sensible little cars off the
road, showing the finger on
occasions and mouthing
expletives, throwing rubbish
out of their windows, drink-
ing on unlit highways, and
then crashing their cars into
unsuspecting locals,” says
Manucha.Things get worse
during the weekends as the
Rajpur road gets clogged. The
'tourists' really don't mind
spending hours in the serpen-
tine queues. 
However, the residents of
Doon living either on the arte-
rial road or the smaller roads
prefer staying at home lest
their plan to visit somebody
gets wasted in the jam.
Dehradun till about 10 years
back was not like this. It was
still an idyllic town preferred
by people to live a retired life.
In broadening the roads to
accommodate ever-increas-
ing traffic flow, trees have
been cut. Given the winter
pollution in Delhi-NCR, a
large number of people have
bought apartments in Doon
Valley to spend the winter
months. This demand has
given rise to the building of
multi-storeyed apartments.
In turn, these apartments
have been built clearing the
lychee orchards, which once
kept the valley

green.Dehradun till some
years back did not need the
use of air-conditioners. The
hotels with the ACs largely
used them during the winter
months for room heating
purposes. But you can now
see the topography of the
valley with houses having air-
conditioners jutting out of
their windows.This ‘hor-
rorscape’ is not just limited to
the summer tourist season.
Dehradun in the past two
decades has evolved into a
major centre for higher edu-
cation. 
The large number of the col-
leges, both professional and
general, have mushroomed
along the ridges and the
plains. They are not exactly
home to centres for great
knowledge earning but cer-
tainly, give a graduate degree
for a handsome fee.Given the
high fee structure, there is
always a dearth of students
and vacant seats. The market-
ing teams of these institutions
scout far and wide specially
looking for the youth wanti-
ng some fun with a degree as
a bonus. These ‘students’ pre-
fer staying in the apartments
outside the campus, as it can
accommodate their costly
cars, as there are no restric-
tions on their timing to return
home and none really both-
ered if their vehicle fell into a
gorge as they drove in a
drunken state.Uttarakhand

too has liberal liquor laws like
Goa. Excise duty earned from
liquor sales is the mainstay of
the state revenue. But should-
n’t Dhami be concerned about
the image of Uttarakhand
like Parrikar was for Goa?The
late leader streamlined things
in Goa without really tinkling
with the existing laws.
Parrikar emphasized the need
for a robust law enforcement
framework to tackle alcohol
and drug tourism. 
He increased police
patrolling in tourist hotspots
and enhanced coordination
with central agencies.Second
Parrikar pushed for regula-
tions to control the sale and
consumption of liquor in
tourist areas. This included
measures such as restricting
liquor outlets and promoting
responsible drinking
through awareness cam-
paigns.Dhami government
in Uttarakhand too needs to
make the presence of the
cops more effective and con-
trol the misery that the res-
idents of the city are being
made to face.  It’s  also
depressing for those who
regularly visit Doon to spend
some time in peace who are
now ending up being shooed
by the blaring horns of
speeding vehicles.
(The writer is the author and

president, of the Centre for
Reforms, Development &

Justice; views are personal) 

Reclaiming Dehradun:

Battling tourism woes

I
n the pantheon of the lead-
ers belonging to the
Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), the name of the late
Manohar Parrikar would

always be taken with a lot of
respect. A Goan and an IITan,
Parrikar was never happy with
the stereotypical image of his
state being a tourist destination
for cheap alcohol, drugs and also
sex.While Goa attracted tourists
for its natural beauty and cultur-
al magnetism, since the 1990s,
there has been a noticeable
increase in visitors drawn to the
state for its permissive environ-
ment regarding alcohol, drugs,
and sex tourism. Manohar
Parrikar was vocal about his
reservations concerning this shift
in the tourist profile. He believed
that such trends would tarnish
Goa’s image and disrupt the
social fabric of the state once and
for all.A leaf could be taken out
from the books of Parrikar by the
current Chief Minister of
Uttrakhand, Pushkar Singh
Dhami regarding a similar crisis
being faced by the Himalayan
state. 
Take a drive from Clock Tower
in Dehradun on the legendary
Rajpur Road to Mussoorie, you
will realise that all the cars
parked on the roadside are dou-
bling up as bars.This ‘car-o-bar’
would often be a vehicle with a
Haryana, UP and Punjab num-
ber plate. The two days that one
was in the Doon Valley recent-
ly, as these bars roared in the
costly model cars, one could not
find a single soul in the police
uniform to check them.
Somewhere it seemed that the
absence of the cops on this road
was deliberate to let these bars
prosper.Dehradun was once
known as the bakery capital of
India. These bakery shops lining
Rajpur Road have been overtak-
en by wine shops with glitzy
lights announcing prominently
what they sell. Well, one cannot
protest about the shops but buy-
ing bottles and drinking outside
on the roads have to be surely
protested.Author Ratna
Manucha, whose family has
stayed in the valley for ages, calls
these ‘car-o-baris’ the Aliens
from the other states. “Each
year the crowds coming into my

Unjustified opposition to new criminal laws

DEHRADUN TILL

ABOUT 10 YEARS

BACK WAS NOT LIKE
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AN IDYLLIC TOWN
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BROADENING THE

ROADS TO

ACCOMMODATE
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CUT

The need for music and life

skills in modern education

T
he recent introduction of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), and the Bharatiya

Sakshya Adhiniyam (BSA) has sparked mixed
reactions from experts. Some members of the
legal community suggest continuing with the old
laws for another 20 years, a recommendation that
is both impractical and counterproductive. It's
unreasonable to speculate on future circumstances
even one or two years ahead, let alone 20 years.
This suggestion essentially advocates for delay-

ing the implementation of the new laws indefinite-
ly.As is often the case, opposition parties have unit-
edly opposed these new laws, not on their mer-
its or demerits, but because they were discussed
during the previous Lok Sabha in their absence.
This argument holds no water. Their absence dur-
ing the discussions and debates in the previous
session was not justified, and they missed an
opportunity to contribute meaningfully. No one
prevented them from participating; they chose not
to, and that cannot be a valid reason to stall the
implementation of these new laws. 
The custodians of the law, who are highly edu-
cated and capable individuals, can certainly under-
stand and implement these new legal frameworks.
Union Home Minister Amit Shah aptly stated that
these laws are created by Indians, for Indians, and
by the Indian Parliament, marking the end of colo-
nial criminal justice laws.

KV Setharamaiah |Bengaluru

SIDHARTH  MISHRA

RAVI  SONAD

To ensure holistic development and equal opportunities for all children,

music must become an integral part of the school curriculum

Once an idyllic retreat and educational hub, Dehradun is now
grappling with unchecked tourism, threatening its serene character
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THE NATIONAL
SAMPLE SURVEY

ORGANISATION
DATA SHOWS

THAT 45.5 PER
CENT OF THE

WORKFORCE IS
EMPLOYED IN

AGRICULTURE,
12.4 PER CENT IN
CONSTRUCTION,

AND ONLY 11.6
PER CENT IN

MANUFACTURING,
DESPITE ITS

POTENTIAL TO
CREATE A

MULTITUDE OF
JOB

OPPORTUNITIES

M
ost of us might have heard the proverb ‘You only know what
you’ve got when it’s gone’ many times in our lives. But, in spite
of that, many of us realize the fortune we had, only when we

lose it. The stream of life flows on and every second the water in the
stream is changing. At any given moment the water at the same spot
in the stream is different. What is present now will move on to the next
moment, so every moment life is unfolding and something new is being
presented. Life unfolds in the present. But so often, we let it slip away,
allowing time to rush past unobserved and unseized, and squandering
the precious seconds of our lives as we are lost in the past or caught
up in the future. 
It’s very common for most of us to fantasize about things like shopping
or going to a movie while we are at work. And while we are actually in
a movie theatre, we worry about the work piling up on our desks, isn’t
it ironic? We are trapped by intrusive memories of the past or fret about
what may or may not happen in the future and in this whole struggle,
we don't appreciate the Present because we identify ourselves with our
thoughts, beliefs and emotions strongly. We forget the fact that we need
to live in the Present i.e. the NOW, and for that, we need to be very still
inside but we are constantly distracted by our thoughts linked to the past
and future. Most of us think in a conditioned, addictive way. 
We are addicted to the patterns and beliefs we created in the past which
keep driving our thoughts in the present. Instead of thinking conscious-
ly and with full awareness, we are controlled by our thoughts of the past.
To change this pattern we need first to pause and observe what's going
on in our mind. We need to step back and watch and then steer our
thoughts towards the present moment and creative goals. We need to
focus on being before thinking, judging, analysing and doing. Living in
the present is a state of active, open, intentional attention to the present.
When we become aware of what's going on inside our mind, we real-
ize that we are not our thoughts; we are the observer of our thoughts
from moment to moment and stop judging them. It is like watching waves
rising and falling on the surface of the ocean. Spiritual wisdom makes

us aware and realise that we are souls — sentient points of light and
purity, peace, joy and love are our original state of being. As the noise
and chatter of the mind slow down, we can experience our true nature
and just relax in our state of being. Then we are connected to the now
not influenced by the past, future or anything out there. We are in a high-
ly creative state when our pure awareness creates pure energy of love,
joy and peace in every moment and shapes our destiny. Under such a
stage, we are flowing with life without grasping, chasing, wanting, need-
ing or holding on to anything. We are in a truly liberated state and truly
powerful and creative. There is fresh energy in every thought and action.
Living in the present reduces impulsive and reactive behaviour. Those
who live in the moment can hear negative feedback without feeling threat-
ened. 
They are more accepting, accommodating and flexible, as a result of
which they have easy and satisfying relationships. It is very important
for all of us to realize that we are now in the most important and ben-
eficial age when the Almighty Himself is bestowing His treasures of wis-
dom, love and powers upon humanity. Hence, by becoming soul con-
scious we can live in the present and make the best out of each sec-
ond of this valuable period. Being aware of the self as a soul and of being
connected to the Supreme liberates us in a second and we are able to
flow with life with ease and lightness. So, don’t look back because you
are not going that way.

(Writer is a spiritual educator and popular columnist; 
views are personal)

FIRSTCOLUMN
EMBRACING THE PRESENT

WITH MINDFULNESS

T
he petrodollar system,
inaugurated in 1974, has
long been a linchpin of

global finance and geopolitics.
Established through an agree-
ment between the United
States and Saudi Arabia, it stip-
ulated that the kingdom would
exclusively sell its oil in US dol-
lars. This arrangement not
only guaranteed a consistent
demand for the dollar but
also directed oil revenues back
into the US economy through
investments in US Treasury
bonds and other financial
assets. 
As a result, the system creat-
ed a significant source of fund-
ing for the US government and
solidified the dollar's status as
the world's primary reserve
currency.Geopolitically, the
petrodollar system forged a
symbiotic relationship between

the US and oil-exporting
nations, particularly those in
the Middle East. 
In exchange for security assur-
ances and economic assis-
tance, these countries commit-
ted to conducting oil transac-
tions in dollars, thereby grant-
ing the US significant sway
over global oil markets and the
broader economy. This sym-
biosis reinforced the US's
geopolitical influence and
allowed it to project power in

the strategically vital Middle
East, ensuring the uninterrupt-
ed flow of oil, which is critical
for the global economy.
Recent developments suggest
a potential departure from
this long-standing arrange-
ment. On June 9, Saudi Arabia
declared its intention to dis-
continue exclusive oil sales in
US dollars. This decision is
part of a broader strategy to
diversify the Saudi economy
and diminish reliance on oil
revenues. The move away
from the petrodollar system is
seen by some as a step towards
strengthening ties with other
economic powers, notably
China, which seeks to promote
its currency, the yuan, as an
alternative in global trade.
The role of Henry Kissinger, a
pivotal figure in establishing
the petrodollar system, under-

scores its historical signifi-
cance. Kissinger’s negotiations
with Saudi Arabia in the 1970s
not only secured American
dominance in global finance
but also assured protection for
Saudi Arabia and other Gulf
states, cementing their alliance
with the US through military
cooperation and strategic part-
nerships.
Reactions to Saudi Arabia's
decision vary widely. Analysts
speculate it could weaken the
dollar’s global hegemony,
potentially leading to its depre-
ciation and higher inflation
rates in the US. However, mit-
igating factors include the US’s
current status as an oil
exporter, reducing vulnera-
bility to fluctuations in oil
prices and currency dynamics.
The broader implications for
the global economy remain

uncertain. A shift away from
the dollar in oil transactions
could promote greater curren-
cy diversification and lessen
dependence on the US finan-
cial system. For oil-importing
countries, this shift could offer
more stable pricing if transac-
tions are conducted in their
own currencies or other stable
alternatives.In conclusion,
Saudi Arabia's strategic pivot
signifies a significant evolution
in global financial systems.

While it may not immediate-
ly dismantle the petrodollar’s
influence, it signals a transition
towards a more multipolar
economic order, where multi-
ple currencies could assume
pivotal roles in global trade
and finance. This transfor-
mation is anticipated to unfold
gradually, with profound
implications for international
relations and economic strate-
gies worldwide. 
Throughout decades, the
petrodollar system has upheld
the dollar's global dominance,
intertwining economic power
with geopolitical
influence.ConclusionThe
petrodollar system's historical
context and its prospective
decline illustrate the dynamic
nature of global financial and
geopolitical landscapes. 
The shift in Saudi Arabia's pol-

icy highlights the kingdom's
strategic intent to align itself
more closely with emerging
economic powers and reduce
its over-reliance on oil revenue.
This move is emblematic of a
broader global trend toward
economic diversification and
the quest for greater financial
sovereignty among oil-pro-
ducing nations.
The gradual erosion of the
petrodollar system could her-
ald the rise of alternative finan-
cial paradigms, challenging
the entrenched supremacy of
the US dollar. As countries
explore new avenues for con-
ducting international trade
and finance, the world may
witness an increase in curren-
cy diversification, potentially
leading to a more balanced and
less US-centric global econo-
my. Such a shift could also

encourage more equitable eco-
nomic partnerships and
reduce the economic vulner-
abilities associated with depen-
dence on a single dominant
currency. Moreover, the poten-
tial decline of the petrodollar
system invites a reexamination
of existing geopolitical
alliances and economic depen-
dencies. 
The ripple effects of these
changes could extend beyond
the realm of finance, influenc-
ing international diplomacy,
trade policies, and even secu-
rity dynamics The focus will
likely shift toward fostering a
more multipolar financial
ecosystem that accommo-
dates a diverse array of cur-
rencies and economic influ-
ences. 

(The writer is an associate
professor; views are personal)

The petrodollar system and its influence on global finance and geopolitics

True peace and creativity flourish when 
we fully engage with the present

RAJYOGI BRAHMAKUMAR NIKUNJ JI

Despite the country's emerge as a major manufacturing hub, the sector has seen
limited progress, contributing to a rising unemployment rate among the youth

AS MITTAL

Modi Govt’s imperative
for employment growth

ed in 2020 to invigorate the
domestic manufacturing sector,
showing the desired results. The
progress of schemes worth over
Rs.2 lakh crore covering 14 sec-
tors, especially in labour-intensive
sectors like automobiles, auto
components, textiles, IT hard-
ware, and medical devices, it has
been slow. 
The PLI scheme's broader goals,
such as job creation, attracting
substantial investments, enhanc-
ing exports, and positioning India
as a global manufacturing hub,
have yet to be fulf i l led.
Restructure GST: The current
Goods and Service Tax(GST)
structure applies to over 1250
items and services, with standard
tax rates of 5%, 12%, 18%, and the
highest rate of 28%. Additionally,
there are zero and special rates of
0.25%, 1.5%, and 3% for certain
goods and services. 
To address inflation and tax-
related issues, a restructuring of
the tax system is necessary. This
could involve transitioning from
the existing four-slab structure to
a two-slab model and providing
exemptions for items such as
farm implements, which were
previously exempted under the
Pre-GST regime. 
Opportunities in next-genera-
tion sectors: Opportunities in
renewable energy, aerospace, and
high-tech manufacturing sectors
such as semiconductors and
mobile devices is a case in point
as the $ 12 billion exports in FY
23, more than double the $ 4.8 bil-
lion in FY20, are rapidly emerg-
ing as the world transitions to a

green and connected future.
Building a solid foundation in
these sectors requires focusing on
R&D, investments in technology
transfers, global tie-ups, and
incentivizing investments, along
with collaboration across acade-
mia, industry, and the govern-
ment.
Smart manufacturing stack:
India's technology stack is a lead-
ing example of digital disruption
at scale and showcases the coun-
try's capabilities for innovative
solutions.A similar innovative
leap in manufacturing, oriented
toward the next generation of
smart industrial clusters, connect-
ed factories, enhanced efficiency
and reduced waste, high-pro-
ductivity assets, end-to-end value
chain transparency, and tech-
enabled real-time interventions,
can be significant differentia-
tors.Accelerate future-ready
infrastructure: India's inefficien-
cies are costing the nation heav-
ily in time and money. 
It is imperative to reduce current
logistics costs from 8-10 per cent
to 6 per cent of GDP by 2030. This
requires a $1.2 billion invest-
ment in industry-focused corri-
dors. To provide a level playing
field to the northern India man-
ufacturing hubs, away from sea-
ports, especially land-locked bor-
der states like Punjab needs pol-
icy-backed support to combat
over double freight burden in
comparison to southern-western
states. 
Labour-intensive manufacturing:
As technological advancements
drive productivity in manufactur-

ing across various sectors, the
government also needs to address
the transition of the workforce
from agriculture and other fields.
The 2024 India Employment
Report by the International
Labour Organization (ILO)
emphasizes the need to promote
labour-intensive manufacturing
and enhance efforts in skilling. It
is crucial to prioritize skill devel-
opment, and industry leaders
should play a pivotal role in dri-
ving this initiative.
The Way Forward: A thriving
and self-reliant domestic manu-
facturing sector is essential for
India to achieve inclusive growth
by implementing an aggressive
and effective reform agenda and
navigating geopolitical risks and
climate change-driven calami-
ties. 
It is crucial to ensure that the
recent promises made in the poll
can be fulfilled to transform India
into a global manufacturing hub,
resulting in employment genera-
tion and tangible progress. India
has the capacity and resources to
excel in this area, and it's time for
the new government to make it
happen. 

(The Author is Vice-Chairman of
Sonalika ITL Group, Vice-

Chairman(Cabinet minister
rank) of the Punjab Economic

Policy and Planning Board,
Chairman of ASSOCHAM

Northern Region Development
Council and President of Tractor

and Mechanization
Association(TMA). Views

expressed are personal)

T
here has been a long-standing
vision to make India a global
manufacturing hub to create mil-

lions of jobs. However, considering
India's size and status as one of the
world's fastest-growing economies, it's
perplexing how the potential for job cre-
ation and growth in the manufacturing
sector has been overlooked for so
long.The new government must imple-
ment a new industrial policy having deci-
sive measures to address current struc-
tural constraints and reshape India’s
manufacturing sector in response to
global supply chain shifts. This is crucial
for achieving a GDP of $5 trillion and
making India the world’s third-largest
economy by 2027. It's alarming that
unemployment among young people
with graduate degrees is at an all-time
high of 29 per cent as India moves
towards becoming the third-largest econ-
omy.In 2019, manufacturing was the sec-
ond-largest employer in India after agri-
culture, but it has now fallen to fourth
place behind the construction sector,
trade, and hospitality. 
The National Sample Survey
Organisation(NSO) data shows that
45.5% of the workforce is employed in
agriculture, 12.4% in construction, and
only 11.6% in manufacturing, despite its
potential to create a multitude of job
opportunities. Manufacturing still
employs around 60 million people in
India, effective action is needed to
unlock its full potential for job creation
at large.India's impressive growth is hin-
dered by the lacklustre performance of
the manufacturing sector, which has
shown limited expansion over the past 25
years. Unlike other countries, India's pro-
duction structure has shifted directly
from agriculture to services-driven
growth, resulting in a stagnant contribu-
tion of manufacturing to India's GDP at
15-17%, significantly lower than in East
and South-East Asian countries. China
has a 31.63% share of global manufactur-
ing, the US has 15.87%, Japan 6.52%,
Germany 4.78%, and India 2.87%. This
highlights the urgent need for India to
address the challenges in its manufactur-
ing sector.
The reasons for this stagnation could be
diverse, such as high tax burden, over-
burdened regulatory compliances, inad-
equate infrastructure and connectivity,
unreliable electricity, lack of access to
credit or a skilled workforce, and insuf-
ficient focus on research, development,
and technology adoption. 
Despite these obstacles, Indian manufac-
turers are now more emboldened to tran-
scend their comfort zones and align with
the nation's goal of becoming a global
player. 
Areas to be addressed:
Focus on sectors of strength: There are
strong capabilities in various sectors such
as automobiles (especially e-vehicles, to
raise its current share from 7% to over
30%), pharmaceuticals and chemicals,
textiles and apparel, engineering goods,
farm-implements, and bicycles. However,
there are significant gaps in mega-scale
facilities that can anchor large-scale
exports. The reliability of supporting
infrastructure and fostering global part-
nerships for MSMEs are critical for
accelerating growth.
Revisit PLI: It is necessary to reevaluate
the effectiveness of the Production
Linked Incentives (PLI) scheme, creat-

SANTOSH MATHEW

A more multipolar financial ecosystem that accommodates a diverse array of currencies and economic influences is taking shape
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roww Asset Management Ltd (formerly known as Indiabulls Asset Management
Company Ltd) and its trustee have settled with markets watchdog Sebi a case pertaining
to alleged violation of regulatory norms after paying Rs 9 lakh. This came after the

applicants -- Groww Asset Management Company and Groww Trustee Ltd (earlier known as
Indiabulls Trustee Company Ltd) -- proposed to settle the alleged violation by "neither
admitting nor denying the findings of fact". "It is hereby ordered that any proceedings that
maybe initiated for the violations...are settled
in respect of the applicants," the Securities
and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) said in
its settlement order passed on June 28. The
applicants have submitted that on account of
change in control of Indiabulls Asset
Management Company and Indiabulls
Trustee due to the acquisition of these
entities by Nextbillion Technology Pvt Ltd, the
entities are now known as Groww Asset
Management and Groww Trustee with effect
from May 3, 2023. 

E
xpress logistics firm Allcargo Gati Ltd on Tuesday said it has raised Rs 169.28
crore by issuing equity shares through a Qualified Institutional Placement (QIP).
The fresh capital has been secured after the fund-raise committee of the

company's board has approved the issue and allotment to successful qualified
institutional buyers at the issue price of Rs 101 per equity share at its meeting on
June 28, Allcargo Gati Ltd said in a
statement. QIP saw participation from
various investors raising a total amount
of Rs 169.28 crore, it added. "The
response to our QIP underscores
investor confidence in our business
strategy and market position. The funds
raised will strengthen our financial
position and support our growth
initiatives across key segments," said
Pirojshaw Sarkari, Managing Director
and CEO, Gati Express and Supply
Chain Pvt Limited (GESCPL).

T
he country's coal production rose by 14.49 per cent to 84.63 million tonne (MT) in
June. The country's coal output was 73.92 MT in June last fiscal, according to
provisional figures of the government. In June Coal India Ltd's (CIL) production was

at 63.10 MT, registering a rise of 8.87 per cent compared to the same period last year,
the coal ministry said in a statement. India’s coal dispatch in June was at 85.76 MT, up
by 10.15 per cent compared to the same period last year. Additionally, as on June 30, the
coal stock held by coal companies
witnessed a surge, reaching 95.02 MT.
"This surge reflects an impressive annual
growth rate of 41.68 per cent
underscoring the robust performance and
efficiency of the coal sector. Concurrently,
the coal stock at thermal power plants
(TPP) marked a notable increase to 46.70
MT (Provisional) on the same date, with
an annual growth rate of 30.15 per cent,"
it added. Coal India accounts for over 80
per cent of domestic coal output.

Groww Asset Management, trustee
settle case with Sebi; pay Rs 9 lakh

Allcargo Gati raises Rs 169.28
crore through QIP

India's coal production rises 
14% in June

PNS n NEW DELHI

More than 300 domestic com-
panies and over 100 foreign
buyers from the US, Germany
and other countries are expect-
ed to participate in the four-
day international toy fair
beginning on July 6 in the
national capital, a statement
said on Tuesday.

More than 250 Indian
brands will display their prod-
ucts during the fair, which is
being organised at Pragati
Maidan here, Toy Association
of India senior vice-president
Naresh Kumar Gautam said in

the statement.
Gautam said that the 15th

Toy Biz International B2B
Expo 2024 is the largest fair in
South Asia. "It is a big platform
for Indian toy makers to show-
case their products and capa-
bilities to the global audience.
It helps us attract new cus-
tomers and partners, expand
market reach for our toys and
boost exports," he said.

In addition, he said, Toy Biz
also provides a platform for
industry players to network
and connect with each other,
which can help foster collabo-
rations, partnerships and joint

ventures.
Gautam, who is also the

CEO of Noida-based Little
Genius Toys Pvt Ltd, also sug-
gested the government provide
fiscal support to manufactur-
ers in organising these fairs.

"At least Rs 1 lakh should be
given to all the stalls in these
fairs. At present, we are provid-
ing hotel accommodation to
foreign buyers and ticket cost
up to Rs 1 lakh," he added.

He said that the expo can
also help raise awareness about
the importance of the Indian
toy industry, both domestical-
ly and internationally.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Shares of Divine Power Energy
Ltd, a manufacturer of insulat-
ed wires and strips, on
Tuesday made a remarkable
debut, closing with a premium
of more than 284 per cent
against the issue price of Rs 40.

The stock was listed at Rs
155, reflecting gains of 287.50
per cent from the issue price
on the NSE SME platform
Emerge.

Later, shares of the compa-
ny settled at Rs 150 apiece,

down by 3.23 per cent.
At the close of the trading

session, the company's market
valuation stood at Rs 322.01
crore.

In volume terms, 31.44 lakh
shares of the company
exchanged hands on the
bourse.

Last week, Divine Power
Energy's initial public offer-
ing (IPO) was subscribed
nearly 394 times on the final
day, driven by an overwhelm-
ing response from retail
investors.

PNS n RAIPUR

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Vishnu Deo Sai on Tuesday
launched the second edition of
the 'single window system' (SWS)
to facilitate speedy approvals of
various clearances required for
setting up industries.

Speaking at the launch of the
portal at his official residence
in Raipur, Sai said the state
government would extend all
possible assistance to entrepre-
neurs interested in investing in
the state.

The Commerce and
Industry Department already

operates a 'single window sys-
tem' portal which has been
updated and re-launched, Sai
said.

The system will ensure

speedy clearances and
approvals for the convenience
of investors and new industri-
alists, he said, adding that
"good governance and zero

tolerance towards corruption"
are top priorities of the govern-
ment.

The online facility helps
simplify the process by reduc-
ing administrative physical
interference in the grant of
clearances and approvals, he
said.

The state has abundant
resources and has immense
potential for industrial growth.
With the new system, all the
facilities will be available at one
click and the process of setting
up new units will become easi-
er, which will attract investment,
the chief minister said.

International toy fair to begin on July 6;
over 100 foreign buyers to participate

Divine Power Energy's makes stellar
debut; shares jump over 284%

Chhattisgarh govt launches ‘single window
system 2.0’ for ease of industrialists

Sensex, Nifty
close flat after
hitting fresh
lifetime highs
PNS n MUMBAI

Equity benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty hit fresh
lifetime high levels before
closing flat due to profit-
taking in select banking and
telecom shares amid mixed
global cues on Tuesday.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
declined 34.74 points or 0.04
per cent to settle at 79,441.45
in a volatile trade. During the
day, it jumped 379.68 points
or 0.47 per cent to hit a record
peak of 79,855.87.

The Nifty declined by
18.10 points or 0.07 per cent
to 24,123.85. Intra-day, it
climbed 94.4 points or 0.39
per cent to hit a lifetime
high of 24,236.35.

Among the Sensex pack,
Kotak Mahindra Bank, Bharti
Airtel, IndusInd Bank, Tata
Motors, ICICI Bank, Bajaj
Finance, State Bank of India
and Titan were the biggest
laggards.

Larsen & Toubro, Infosys,
HDFC Bank, Tata
Consultancy Services, HCL
Technologies and Tata Steel
were the biggest gainers.

Stock broking firms tumble;
Angel One tanks nearly 9%

PNS n NEW DELHI

Shares of stock broking firms
declined on Tuesday, a day
after markets regulator Sebi
directed stock exchanges and
other market infrastructure
institutions (MIIs) to imple-
ment a uniform and equal
charge structure for all mem-
bers rather than varying
charges based on their volume
or activity.

At the close of trade, the
stock of Angel One tanked
8.72 per cent,  Geojit
Financial Services tumbled
6.83 per cent, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services dropped

4.19 per cent, SMC Global
Securities went lower by 2.81
per cent, Dolat Algotech
declined 2.28 per cent and
5paisa Capital dipped 0.05
per cent on the BSE.

During the day, shares of
Angel One tumbled 10.50
per cent, Geojit Financial
Services tanked 7.59 per
cent,  Dolat Algotech
dropped 5.39 per cent,
Motilal Oswal Financial
Services went lower by 4.63
per cent, 5paisa Capital
declined 4.51 per cent and
SMC Global Securities fell
4.13 per cent.

The regulator instructed

stock exchanges, clearing cor-
porations, and depositories
constituted as MIIs to ensure
that any charges recovered
from the end client are 'True
to Label'.

PNS n MUMBAI

The RBI on Tuesday proposed
rationalising regulations that
cover export and import trans-
actions with an aim to promote
ease of doing business and
empower banks to provide
more efficient service to their
foreign exchange customers.

The central bank has issued
'Regulation of Foreign Trade
under Foreign Exchange
Management Act (FEMA),
1999 – Draft Regulations and
Directions' in this regard.

As per the draft, every
exporter should furnish to the
specified authority a declara-
tion specifying the amount
representing the full export
value of the goods or services.

"The amount representing
the full export value of goods
and services shall be realised
and repatriated to India with-
in nine months from the date of
shipment for goods and date of
invoice for services," it said.

The draft also proposes that
an exporter who has not
realised the full value of export

within the time specified may
be caution listed by the autho-

rised dealer.
An exporter who has been

caution listed can undertake
export only against receipt of
advance payment in full or
against an irrecoverable letter
of credit, to the satisfaction of
the authorised dealer.

According to the draft, no
advance remittance for the
import of gold and silver
should be permitted unless
specifically approved by the
Reserve Bank of India.

The RBI said the proposed
regulations are intended to
promote ease of doing busi-
ness, especially for small
exporters and importers.

They are also intended to
empower Authorised Dealer
banks to provide quicker and
more efficient service to their
foreign exchange customers,
the central bank said.

The RBI has sought com-
ments on the draft regulations
under FEMA and directions to
authorised dealer banks by
September 1.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Shares of Kotak Mahindra
Bank on Tuesday declined
over 2 per cent, wiping out Rs
7,777.33 crore from its mar-

ket capitalisation as the com-
pany's name cropped up in
the Adani-Hindenburg row.

The stock went lower by
2.16 per cent to settle at Rs
1,769.60 apiece on the BSE.
During the day, it tumbled 3.98
per cent to Rs 1,736.65. On the
NSE, it declined 2.12 per cent
to Rs 1,769.60 per share.

The company's market val-
uation eroded by Rs 7,777.33
crore to Rs 3,51,787.86 crore.

Billionaire banker Uday
Kotak founded bank and bro-
kerage created and oversaw an
offshore fund used by an
unnamed investor to profit
from a plunge in Adani shares

that followed a damning
Hindenburg report, the US
short-seller said.

Hindenburg Research,
which had in a January 2023
report alleged stock market
manipulations and accounting
fraud at the Adani group, said
it has received a show cause
notice from Indian markets
regulator Securities and
Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
over gains made from betting
on the conglomerate's shares.

The US short-seller said it
had disclosed that it had bets
against the group, adding that
its gains were only over US$
4 million.

PNS n NEW DELHI

India's peak power demand
may surpass the projected 384
GW mark and even cross 400
GW by 2031-32, according to
Power Secretary Pankaj
Agarwal.

Speaking at
the CII-Smart
M e t e r i n g
Conference, the
official on
Tuesday said
peak power
demand had
already reached
250 GW in May.

"The way power demand
has grown in some states in
the last  two years,  the
demand will touch 384 GW
and may easily cross 400

GW by 2031-32. For this we
must have an installed (power
generation) capacity of 900
GW," Agarwal said.

The government's projec-
tion for this year's peak power
demand is 260 GW, which is

expected by
S e p t e m b e r ,
according to
Agarwal.

With the
onset of mon-
soon, peak
power demand
has been show-
ing a downward

trend. As per official data, peak
demand was around 209 GW
on Monday. He further said
beneficiaries of PM Surya Ghar
Yojana must be provided meters
under the RDSS scheme.

‘Country’s peak power
demand may cross
400 GW by FY32’

PNS n NEW DELHI

Private sector lender ICICI
Bank on Tuesday launched a
pre-paid Sapphiro Forex Card,
crafted specifically for stu-
dents who are going abroad for
higher education.

The card, powered by Visa,
provides exclusive benefits
and convenience to students
and their parents to manage
education-related expenses
abroad like admission fees,
course-related fees and other
day-to-day expenses, includ-
ing travel, dining and gro-
ceries, among others, the bank
said in a statement.

The card offers the freedom
of loading and transacting in

15 currencies without any
cross-currency mark-up
charge being levied by the
bank, allowing students to
conveniently travel across the
globe even if they load only
one currency on the card, it
added.

The card comes with an
array of joining benefits up to
Rs 15,000, along with exclusive
privileges, it said.

It comes with a welcome kit
with two cards -- a primary
and a replacement card --
that can be activated digitally
through iMobile Pay, internet
banking or by calling the
bank’s customer care in the
event of loss/damage of the
primary card, it noted.

Iffco launches campaign to boost
nano-fertiliser adoption in India
PNS n NEW DELHI

Indian Farmers Fertiliser
Cooperative Limited (Iffco) on
Tuesday said it has launched a
major initiative to promote the
use of nano-fertilisers among
farmers across India.

The "Nano Fertilizer Usage
Promotion Mahaabhiyan" aims
to create 200 model nano village
clusters, covering 800 villages,
where farmers will receive a 25
per cent subsidy on the maxi-
mum retail price (MRP) of
Nano Urea Plus, Nano DAP,
and Sagarika fertilisers, it added.

To encourage the use of
modern application techniques,
Iffco will provide a grant of Rs
100 per acre to drone entrepre-

neurs, enabling farmers to
access low-cost spraying ser-
vices, it said in a statement. The
cooperative plans to raise aware-
ness about the benefits of nano
fertilisers, including improved
crop quality and increased pro-
duction through demonstra-
tions in these model villages.

The move comes as the gov-
ernment seeks to reduce its
dependence on chemical fertilis-
ers and promote more sustain-
able agricultural practices. The
government has also launched
a 100-day action plan to pro-
mote nano-fertilisers and plans
to hold 1,270 demos of Nano
DAP (liquid) in 413 districts
and 200 trials of Nano Urea Plus
(liquid) in 100 districts.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The commerce ministry is
developing a platform for reg-
istering non-tariff barriers
(NTBs) faced by exporters
and taking up with the con-
cerned countries for their res-
olution, a senior official
said.

At present, there is an
information gap on these
barriers particularly for
small items.

"We are making a por-
tal so that we can priori-
tise all the NTBs. Traders
will register their com-
plaints and the ministry
will pursue that," the
official said.

In cases where the
barrier is impacting a large vol-
ume of goods will be priori-
tised for their redressal and
action-taking.

Economic think tank GTRI
in its report has stated that
India needs to act in a fast-
track manner for the removal
of NTBs, being faced by
domestic exporters in different
countries like the US, China
and Japan, to achieve export
target of US$ 1 trillion for
goods by 2030.

The Global Trade Research
Initiative (GTRI) has suggest-
ed a two-pronged strategy to
mitigate the influence of NTBs
on exports.

It asked for upgrading domes-
tic systems, in cases where
Indian products are rejected

due to quality issues; and retal-
iating if unreasonable standards
or rules continue to obstruct
exports from New Delhi.

"Many of India's exports
suffer due to time taking prior
registration requirements and
unreasonable domestic stan-
dards/rules in many coun-
tries. "India must talk to part-
ner countries for reasonable
solutions," GTRI Co-founder
Ajay Srivastava has said.

Many of India's food and

agriculture products face prob-
lems due to higher pesticide lev-
els, presence of pests and con-
taminations due to foot and
mouth disease. India's exports
are far below potential as they
face NTBs in the EU (European
Union), the US, China, Japan,

Korea and many other
countries.

Key Indian exports
that routinely face high
barriers include chill-
ies, tea, basmati rice,
milk, poultry, bovine
meat, fish, chemical
products to the EU;
sesame seed, black
tiger shrimps, medi-
cines, apparel to Japan;
food, meat, fish, dairy,
industrial products to

China; shrimps to the US; and
bovine meat to South Korea.

According to the report, the
other products which face
these barriers include ceram-
ic tiles in Egypt; chilli in
Mexico; medicines in
Argentina; microbiological
regents in Saudi Arabia; elec-
trical, medical devices, and
household appliances in Brazil;
veterinary pharmaceuticals,
feed additives, and machinery
in Russia.

Centre developing platform for
resolution of non-trade barriers

RBI proposes rationalising
norms on ex-im transactions

The central bank has issued 'Regulation of Foreign
Trade under Foreign Exchange Management Act
(FEMA), 1999 – Draft Regulations and Directions'
in this regard. As per the draft, every exporter
should furnish to the specified authority a
declaration specifying the amount representing
the full export value of the goods or services

ICICI Bank launches
Forex Card for students

Kotak Mahindra Bank shares decline
over 2%; mcap erodes by Rs 7,777 cr



ADITYA SEAL
JOINS KAJOL &

PRABHU DEVA IN

MAHARAGNI
A ctor Aditya Seal is set to join the star-studded cast of the

highly anticipated film Maharagni. Directed by Charantej
Uppalapati, the film boasts an ensemble cast that includes
the legendary Kajol and the iconic Prabhu Deva.
Aditya Seal, known for his compelling performances in films
such as Tum Bin 2 and Student of the Year 2, is thrilled
about his new role. The actor expressed his excitement,
emphasising how significant this opportunity is for him.
“It's a dream come true for me,” Aditya Seal said. “I grew

up watching Kajol's versatility as an actor and the ‘God of
Dance’, Prabhu Deva. Sharing screen space with both

the stalwarts is surreal. I am ecstatic about this
opportunity to work alongside such legendary actors.”

Maharagni promises to be a captivating blend of
drama, dance and emotion, bringing together some

of the finest talents in the industry. Aditya Seal's
addition to the cast is expected to bring
fresh and dynamic energy to the film.

Nimrit Kaur looks back on her
emotional transformation
Actress Nimrit Kaur Ahluwalia has opened up about her journey of overcoming

depression and taking charge of her life, shedding light on the challenges
she faced and the transformative changes she made for a healthier and

happier life. 
Ahluwalia, known for her resilience and determination, speaks of her

struggles with depression, both during her college years and after her
stint in the reality show Bigg Boss 16.

Following her eviction from Bigg Boss 16, where she stood on the top 6
list, she found herself grappling with depression as she struggled to find

work in the industry. This experience triggered memories of similar
struggles she faced during her college days, where she was bullied by

classmates due to her weight, significantly impacting her mental
health. Recalling her journey, she shared, “Battling depression has

been a significant challenge in my life, both during my college years
and after my stint in Bigg Boss 16. Facing rejection and struggling
to find work in the industry took a toll on my mental health. These

experiences brought back memories of the bullying I endured
during my college days, which deeply affected me.”

Despite the challenges, she found the strength to take charge
of her life, undergoing emotional transformations. 

“Taking charge of my life was a turning point for me. I
underwent an emotional transformation,

committing myself to a healthier
lifestyle and pursuing my passion for
modeling and television,” Ahluwalia

continued.

The directors of John Wick are preparing to adapt Nikhil Nagesh Bhat's brutal thriller Kill into a
Hollywood picture. This is not the first time a Bollywood film has inspired the West. However, the

majority of Hindi films that have done so, have given their plots to Hollywood films rather than
being officially adapted.
Panorama Studios has revealed that Jeetu Joseph's 2013 Malayalam murder thriller, starring
Mohanlal, will become the first Indian film to be formally converted into an English remake.
The film has already been converted into Hindi, and the cast includes Ajay Devgn, Tabu,
and Shriya Saran. It has also inspired a sequel in Hindi and Malayalam, respectively.
According to reports, Lionsgate and 87Eleven Entertainment have partnered to
produce an English adaptation of Kill. These production companies have financed
Keanu Reeves' John Wick franchise. The Nikhil Nagesh Bhat-directed film drew
attention when it premiered at the Toronto International Film Festival's Midnight
Madness section, as well as at the Tribeca Film Festival. The film tells the
narrative of an Indian Army commando who faces thugs on a train to New
Delhi as his fiance is taken captive.
The English remake will be directed by Chad Stahelski, Jason Spitz and Alex Young
from 87Eleven Entertainment. Stahelski told, “Nikhil creates relentless action
sequences that need to be watched by as large an audience as possible. It's thrilling
to be creating an English-language version; we have large shoes to fill.”
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Akshay Kumar asks Jackky Bhagnani
to keep his BMCM pay on hold
The last few weeks have shown multiple crew members coming up with their stories of

delayed payments. Finally addressing the swirling rumours about unpaid dues, actor-
producer Jackky Bhagnani, on behalf of the producers of Bade Miya Chote Miyan, has

opened up on the issue. 
Not long ago, the leading man of their last film Bade Miya Chote Miyan, Akshay Kumar,

met with Jackky Bhagnani and asked for his payment to be put on hold until the entire
cast and crew were paid.

Speaking on the same, he shared, “Akshay sir and I had met to discuss this matter.
Upon learning about this situation, Akshay sir didn't hesitate to step forward and

show his support for the crew. He has insisted that his payments be placed on
hold until every single crew member working on our projects receives their full

and final payment. We are incredibly grateful for Akshay sir’s understanding and
his willingness to stand with us during this time. The movie business hinges on

strong relationships and that is the spirit we strive to foster in the industry.”

Steve Carell dives
deep into ‘Gru’ for
Despicable Me 4

F
ormer Supervillain Gru is all set to create mayhem with Lucy, his adorable children, Margo, Edith

and Agnes along with the newest addition, Gru Junior. In addition, the minions are back and
stronger than ever in their new avatar, the Mega Minions! The latest addition to the Despicable Me

franchise is directed by Chris Renaud and Patrick Delage. Universal Pictures brings to audiences this July, a
Chris Melandari and Illumination production, the much anticipated, Despicable Me 4.

The upcoming release features a star-studded cast with Steve Carell, Kristen Wiig, Miranda Cosgrove, Dana Gaier
and Pierre Coffin as returning characters, with exciting new additions of Sofia Vergara as Valentina, Joey King as
Poppy, Madison Polan as Agnes and Will Ferell as Maxime Le Mal. The film begins on a wholesome, family-fun
note until things take a turn for the worse when Gru has to run away with his family to a secluded location to

avoid his former arch-nemesis, Maxime Le Mal and his girlfriend, Valentina.
On balancing ‘Gru Jr.’ and protecting his family with a threat over his head, Carell adds, “Lucy and the girls have

always been his motivation to be the best that he can be, but with the arrival of Gru Jr., the family dynamic
changes. Gru Jr. is a chip off the old block, but he’s not warming up to dear old dad. Gru has nothing but
love for his baby boy, but he faces an uphill battle to win his son’s affection. It’s every parent’s nightmare

to not instantly bond with your kids, and Gru struggles to establish a relationship with his new bundle
of joy, while simultaneously saving the world as an AVL agent.”

Steve Carell excitedly reveals what makes his character tick in the new film, he says “Some
people aren’t so nice, but they try to convince the world that they are; Gru is nice, but he
tries to convince the world that he’s not! As the series has progressed, the writers have

explored different aspects of Gru’s world.”
Will ‘Gru’ be able to manage his new parenting role, while trying to fight

off his old nemesis and protect his family from evil dangers?
Catch Despicable Me 4 available in theatres in English,

Hindi, Tamil and Telugu on July 2024.

what’s brewing?

John Wick makers to remake Kill in English
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TEJAL SINHA

E
very daily soap viewer will remember
Sangita Ghosh as Muskaan Mallik in
Mehndi Tere Naam Ki or Pammi in Des
Mein Niklla Hoga Chand. These back-
to-back shows had made her a house-
hold name in the television industry. 

Well, her stint in the industry goes way beyond
that, but hey, why do we talk about it when we
have her for an exclusive chat with The Pioneer?
“Oh god, you are making me sit and think about it
(we laugh). It’s been a long journey, but it has just
passed by. Television you work day in and out. You
don’t realise it. These days, people come up
and meet me on sets and say, ‘Humne
aapka yeh show dekha tha and oh god,
you still look the same.’ It’s then that I
realise ‘Itne saal hogaye. I need to tell
them all, ‘Relax guys, don’t make me
old, tee-hee.”

However, it’s been a rewarding
journey for her and considering get-
ting the opportunity to work on
shows loved by people with good
teams, she says, it’s been quite a
fulfilling journey with a lot more
to come. 

Initially, she began her journey
as a child actor before she could
get her big break at the age of
around 23 with Mehndi Tere
Naam Ki. She did do shows,
including Daraar and Adhikaar,
but in a supporting role. Back then,
she recalls, “We did not think of it as
struggles. I did it because I wanted to do
television and amongst many other rea-
sons, I started liking what I was doing. I was
not sure what I was going to do. I gave an
audition and got selected for one of the roles
and that’s how the journey started.
Struggles, however, if you ask, were reach-
ing the studios on time. I was fortunate that,
back then, at that time, I got to work with
very good people. Initially, you do have
struggles, but I don’t want to get into them
and glorify them. I don’t consider it a strug-
gle, but just like your learning period.”

No doubt, vamps and villains play a signifi-
cant role in television shows, or even films,
for that matter. And what is a show with a
negative character? If you look back at her
stints, she too has played several negative
characters, including Doli Saja Ke, Rishton
Ka Chakravyuh and Divya Drishti. So is there
like another type of fascination for such
roles, we wonder and the Kehta Hai Dil Jee Le
Zara actress gleefully shares, “Thank you for
reminding me of Doli (she  giggles). Doli Saja
Ke was the first show where I played an antago-
nist! Doli was offered to me by Aruna Ji, which
was a cameo and I couldn’t say no to her. With
her itself, I had worked on her shows as a pro-
tagonist and she asked me. For her, I can do
anything. Even if she asks me to give a passion
shot, I’d love to do it. Rishton Ka Chakravyuh:
I found the role to be very prompt and it did-
n’t bother me that I was not the protagonist of
the show. The way the role was narrated, I was
just hooked on it.”

But with Divya Drishti, on the other hand,
she did have questions in her mind about
how the maker felt that she could do justice
to the role! She further continues, “It was a
fantasy show and I genuinely didn’t think
of playing a ‘Pisachini’. When I met Mukta,
she was like, just do it; you’ll have fun. It
was something different and I wanted to
challenge myself. I didn’t know how I
would do it, but once I did that show, I
had so much fun.”

It was so much fun for her on the
sets that there were times she’d end up
laughing at the dialogue she had to
say. Then came Swaran Ghar, with
whom she wasn’t sure about playing a
negative character, keeping in mind
that she has a daughter now. “I was-
n’t sure whether I wanted my daugh-
ter to see me playing a negative role
because, she’s just two and a-half.
Luckily, she’s not watching televi-
sion and I was like, let’s do it until
she watches me on-screen! She
needs to grow up to know
that these are just roles and

this generally does not happen in real life.” 
She also recalls one of the incidents when her

daughter somehow watched a clip of her feeling
playing that character, where she fell dizzy. And

her daughter immediately called her, saying,
‘Mumma girl gayi’. 

Going ahead, she feels very fortunate to be get-
ting to play different lead roles. “We need to look
for roles that have a lot of meat. I feel antagonis-
tic roles have a lot of meat, are fun, purposeful
and colourful. If you can crack it, then it’s a lot
of fun to play it,” says the Nach Baliye star,
adding, “I don’t think playing negative charac-
ters should really impact. Personally, I under-
stand the difference between what’s real and
what’s reel. I always tend to leave it behind. As
an actor, I do try to feel the backstory of the
character. There are times I ask my director,
‘Yeh aurat pagal toh nahi hai na’. However, I
believe that there are flaws within everyone
and I don’t approach any such character with
pressure. I try to have fun and bring my own
logic to it.”

Talking of her negative roles, she’s once
again seen playing the role of an antagonist,
Saroj, in Sun Neo’s Saajha Sindoor. Getting
onboard was no less than a cakewalk for her,
having known the makers already. With
Nandita, she goes back to a much-long asso-
ciation, right from Mehndi Tere Naam Ki to
Des Mein Niklla Hoga Chaand and many
more. “I got a chance to work with her after
17 years, so I was in. However, when she
told me it was an antagonist, I was in two
minds. However, she convinced me that if
I’d do it, the role would be something else.
Then I knew the writer also and I have
been working with him for a long time. He
narrated the role, and something just hit
within and I was like, Let’s do it. There was
a lot of back and forth, but again, just
because it was a negative role was not the
reason, but a lot of things, like thinking
about my daughter, I had to leave her in
Jaipur and travel to Mumbai. I wanted the
role to be worth it for me to leave my
daughter and travel. I had immense trust
in the team and so I went along.”

Working with Sun Neo on Sun TV was
again a plus point for her to get on board.
She further found it intriguing to play a
second wife. 

For Parvarrish fame, it’s always been
about the role, the production
house and the vibe. Sangita,
who doesn’t limit herself to
any genre or character on a
concluding note, speaks of
why she hasn’t worked in
films. She humorously
shares, “Koi offer hi nahi
karta, kya kare. I don’t
really sit and think

much about it. I feel
that if it has to come

to me, it will. I am okay
with giving auditions, but not to

prove myself as an actor. If the director
thinks I might fit in that role, then that’s dif-
ferent, but not to prove my capability. I
have worked for so many years. Even if I
had to give 100 auditions to play that

particular role, I would do it, but sorry,
I wouldn’t give auditions just to check if

I could act or not.”

AARTI SREENATH 

I
n a surprising turn of events, the last
eviction from the ongoing season of
Bigg Boss OTT 3 saw the eviction of
Payal Malik, leaving many fans in

shock and disappointment. 
However, despite her early exit, Payal
expressed her unwavering support for
her two ‘Sher’s’, Armaan and Kritika
Malik. “Though I have been evicted, I
feel happy that two of my ‘sher’s’ are still
in the game. I would definitely support
them and hope at least one of them wins
the Bigg Boss title,” she declared with
characteristic enthusiasm in this
exclusive chat with The Pioneer.
Talking of Bigg Boss as a whole, there’s
always a debate on whether the show is
scripted or not. Well, initially, Payal was
also one of them. However, addressing
these misconceptions, she shares, “I had
a very wrong notion that the show was
scripted, but after entering the house, I
realised it was all genuine.”
Her comments have lent a new level of
credibility to the show, which has often
been criticised for allegedly
manipulating events for dramatic effect.
However, her praise for the show's
authenticity was tempered by her
disappointment over her eviction. “I feel
bad that I was evicted at an early stage.
The eviction process wasn’t genuine at
all. I had to leave the house only because
of the other contestants,” she asserted.
This candid admission has sparked
discussions among fans and viewers
about the fairness of the eviction
process!
Throughout her journey, Payal
highlighted that though she had Armaan
and Kritika, Ranvir Shorey, Sana
Maqbool, and Chandrika Dixit, aka the

‘Vadapav girl', she felt supported
unwaveringly, helping her further
navigate the ups and downs of the Bigg
Boss house.
“When everyone used to dance in the
morning and share their stories, it used
to be my favourite part of the day,” Payal
recalled. These moments of camaraderie
were a welcome respite from the often
tense and competitive atmosphere of the
house.
Her advice to the future participants is
clear and direct: “Start playing as soon as
you enter the house. Don’t wait for
others to start, or you might get evicted.”
Payal emphasised the importance of
being proactive and strategic from the
very beginning, a lesson she learned the
hard way through her own experience.
In addition to her reflections on the
game, Payal also addressed when asked
about a viral video where Sana Maqbool
questioned Armaan Malik about their
situation, specifically if it would have
been acceptable if Payal had gotten
married to someone else. He blatantly
denied it, to which Payal responded,
“Initially, it was difficult for me to
accept, but due to certain reasons, I had
to. It was a shocker, but later I had no
other option.” 
Sharing the challenges of having her
personal life broadcasted so publicly,
Payal admitted it was tough initially but
has since grown accustomed to it.
“Explaining our situation to new people
we meet has become less painful over
time, but it still affects me when people
are too intrusive. I have now learned to
cope with the public interest and
maintain my composure.”
When asked if she would consider
returning as a wild card entry, Payal
enthusiastically responded, “I would love
to make an entrance as a wild card.” Her
readiness to re-enter the house
underscores her competitive spirit and
her desire to continue her journey on
Bigg Boss.

C
entella Asiatica, commonly
known as Gotu Kola, is a herb
with a rich history in traditional

medicine, particularly in Asian cul-
tures. Known for its wide range of ben-
efits for both skin and overall health,
Centella Asiatica is often regarded as a
powerhouse for wellness and beauty.

For skin benefits, it stands out due
to its ability to promote wound heal-
ing. Compounds like asiaticoside in
the herb boost collagen production
and enhance the tensile strength of
new skin, aiding in faster recovery
from injuries. Its anti-aging properties
are equally impressive. Rich in antioxi-
dants, it combats free radicals that
cause premature aging. It helps main-
tain skin elasticity and firmness by
stimulating collagen production, there-
by reducing the appearance of fine
lines and wrinkles.

A standout feature of it is its ability

to reduce inflammation. This makes it
an effective treatment for conditions
like eczema, psoriasis and acne. The
herb soothes irritated skin and reduces
redness, providing relief from discom-
fort. Additionally, it hydrates and
nourishes the skin naturally. Packed
with amino acids, beta carotene, fatty
acids and phytochemicals, it helps
maintain the skin’s moisture barrier,
leaving it soft and supple.

Centella Asiatica also improves skin
tone and texture. Regular use can lead
to a more even skin tone and smoother
texture. It reduces the appearance of
scars and blemishes, contributing to a
clearer complexion.

The health benefits of the herb are
equally impressive. Traditionally used
to boost cognitive function, studies
suggest it may enhance memory,
improve concentration, and reduce
symptoms of anxiety and depression. It

is believed to protect brain cells and
improve circulation, which can help
prevent cognitive decline.

Supporting cardiovascular health is
another significant benefit.
Centella Asiatica helps
strengthen veins and
capillaries, improving
circulation and reducing
the risk of conditions like
varicose veins and chronic
venous insufficiency. It also pro-
motes digestive health
by aiding
digestion and
alleviating
stomach issues
such as indi-
gestion and
ulcers. Its anti-
inflammatory
properties
soothe the

digestive tract and
promote a healthy gut
environment.
The herb is known

for its anti-anxiety and
stress relief properties. As an

adaptogen, it helps the
body cope with
stress, having a
calming effect on the

nervous system,
which can reduce anxi-

ety levels and promote a
sense of well-being.
Additionally, it boosts
the immune system by
stimulating the produc-

tion of white blood cells that fight off
infections, and its antioxidant proper-
ties protect the body from oxidative
stress and free radical damage.

Centella Asiatica can be consumed
in various forms. Topical applications
include creams, serums and ointments
infused with centella asiatica extract,
which are commonly used for skin

benefits.
Supplements, such
as capsules or
tablets containing
Gotu Kola
extract, can be

taken to improve
overall health. Dried

leaves can be brewed
into teas and liq-

uid extracts can
be added to bev-
erages.

Gotu Kola,

embodies a rich tradition of healing
and rejuvenation in Asian medicine,
offering profound benefits for both
skin and health. Its role in promoting
wound healing, reducing inflamma-
tion, and enhancing cognitive function
underscores its versatility and effec-
tiveness. Whether applied topically in
skincare products or consumed as a
supplement, it continues to prove its
value in supporting overall well-being.
Embracing this botanical powerhouse
can lead to healthier, more resilient
skin and a strengthened foundation for
holistic health. Integrating centella asi-
atica into daily routines offers a natur-
al path towards vitality and beauty,
rooted in centuries of herbal wisdom
and modern scientific validation.

(The author, Dr. Aravind Badiger,
is a Technical Director at BDR

Pharmaceuticals.)

Sangita Ghosh, an actress, is well-
known in the industry for her ability to

bring characters to life on screen. In an
exclusive phone conversation with The

Pioneer, she discusses her journey,
her skepticism about portraying

unpleasant characters and her
thoughts on making movies.

Goodness of ‘centella asiatica’ for overall well-being

Evicted but unbroken: 
Payal Malik cheers on
her Bigg Boss allies

‘I DON’T WANT MY DAUGHTER SEE
ME PLAYING NEGATIVE ROLES’

EX-BIGG BOSS OTT 3

PARTICIPANT AND
WELL-KNOWN

YOUTUBER PAYAL
MALIK WAS THE ONE

TO BE ELIMINATED
FROM THE SHOW.  IN

AN EXCLUSIVE
INTERVIEW WITH THE

PIONEER.SHE TALKS
ABOUT HER EVICTION

AND WHAT SHE
LEARNED FROM

THE SHOW.
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PTI n BRIDGETOWN (BARBADOS)

R
ohit Sharma held the
T20 World Cup trophy
like a new-born baby as

he walked towards the beach
here for the triumphant
captain's post-tournament
photo shoot, a serene smile
refusing to leave his face and
the feeling of being a world
champion yet to fully sink in.
He couldn't be faulted for
being a bit dazed. After all, a
jinx that lasted over a decade
had been broken.
"It's surreal. It feels like a
dream. It feels like it hasn't
happened. Although it has
happened but it feels like it
hasn't happened," Rohit
laughed trying to process his
thoughts after 24 hours while
talking to BCCI.TV.
The coastal city of

Bridgetown is battling a
hurricane. The same could
also be said about the Indian
captain, only that his is a
battle to control a gamut of
emotions threatening to
overwhelm him like a huge
sea wave every now and then.
"Last night we had a good
time, we had a blast with the
teammates till the early
morning," he couldn't stop
grinning before becoming a
touch emotional. I would say I
didn't sleep properly but that's
absolutely fine by me. There is
a lot of time for me to go back
and sleep. 
"I want to live this moment,
each minute, each second that
is passing by and will try to
make the most of it," he said
describing how it felt to lead
an Indian team to its first ICC
title in 11 years.

"It's been a great moment
right from the time the game
got over to till now. That's the
emotions and feelings you
have," said the skipper.
His marauding run at the top,
especially in the knockouts,
fetched Rohit a place in the
team of the tournament but
all he can think about for now
is a sense of joyous relief.
"We have dreamt about this
for such a long period of time,
we worked hard as a unit for
such a long period of time
and to see this (the trophy)
with us, it feels quite relieved
as well.
"When you have worked hard
for something and eventually
at the end you get it, feels
really, really nice," the skipper
reiterated.
People were amazed and
amused to see Rohit walk to

the 22-yard strip at
Kensington Oval and put a
tiny speck of soil in his
mouth, just like Novak
Djokovic does after winning
the Wimbledon. 
The 37-year-old said it was a
spur of the moment act.
"Nothing was scripted. It was
all coming instinctively. I was
feeling the moment," Rohit
said about his ode to the turf
that gave him the best
moment of his life.
"When I went to the pitch,
that pitch gave us this trophy.
I will remember that ground
forever in my life and that
pitch as well. I wanted to have
a piece of it with me.
"Those moments are very
special, the place where all
our dreams came true and I
wanted something of it," he
concluded.

Lot of time for me to sleep, for now I want to live every second of this win: Rohit

PTI n BRIDGETOWN (BARBADOS)

Had he not received a phone
call from India skipper

Rohit Sharma, requesting him
to continue after the ODI
World Cup final defeat, Rahul
Dravid wouldn't have been a
part of history, the outgoing
head coach revealed in his
farewell speech to the team
after it was crowned T20 world
champion here.
Dravid's tenure had ended
with the ODI World Cup after
India lost to Australia in the
final despite a 10-match
winning run, but the coaching
staff got an extension till the
end of the T20 World Cup that
concluded on Saturday last.
While Dravid has not
reapplied for the role after
India's second T20 World Cup
win, he mentioned Rohit's role
in urging him to continue as
the coach during his speech in
the Kensington Oval dressing
room after the team's win
seven-run win in the final
against South Africa on
Saturday.
"Ro, thank you very much for
making that call to me
November and asking to
continue," Dravid said in a
video shared by BCCI on

Tuesday.
"I think it's been such a
privilege and a pleasure to
work with each and everyone
of you, but Ro, also thanks for
the time...There is a lot of time
we have to chat, we have to
discuss, we have to agree, we
have to disagree at times, but
thank you so very much,"
Dravid said as Rohit laughed.
Dravid praised the players for
putting up collectively solid
performances through the
tournament and urged them to
celebrate the achievement as

much as they would like.
"All of you will remember
these moments. We always say,
it is not about the runs, it is not
about the wickets, you never
remember your career but you
remember moments like this,
so let's really enjoy," Dravid
said.
"I could not be more proud of
you guys, to come back the way
you did, the way you fought,
the way we worked as a
team...The resilience. There
has been some disappointment
over the years where we have

come close, we have never
been able to cross the line," he
said.
With BCCI secretary Jay Shah
in attendance, Dravid also
spoke about the sacrifices that
people close to each and every
player made in order to allow
them the spotlight they are
now enjoying.
"So many sacrifices that each
and everyone of you make, to
see your families here today
enjoying it, so many of your
families back home, just think
about all the sacrifices, each

and everyone of them has
made since the time you were
kids, for you to be here in the
dressing room," Dravid said.
"Today, your parents, your
wives, your children, your
brother, your coaches, so many
people have made so many
sacrifices and worked so hard
with you for you to enjoy this
memory in this moment...
Really, really proud to have
being a part of this memory
with you guys," he continued.
Usually articulate, Dravid
admitted he was falling short of
words but praised the team for
their respect towards the
outgoing coaching staff.
"I'm not usually short of words
but on a day like today, for me
to be part of this, I could not be
more grateful for the respect,
for the kindness, for the effort
that each and everyone of you
are shown to me, to my
coaching staff to my support
staff," he conceded.
Dravid also praised the BCCI
officials and others for their
work behind the scenes.
"Behind a great team, there is
also a successful organisation
and we have to acknowledge
the work of BCCI and people
behind the scenes for the work
they have done," he added.

Thanks for that call Ro: Dravid reveals how Rohit
stopped him from quitting after ODI WC heartbreak

PTI n JOHANNESBURG

A"gutted" David Miller said
the T20 World Cup final

loss to India was a tough blow,
but the swashbuckling batter
expressed confidence that
despite enduring pain the
resilient South African team
would continue pushing
boundaries.
Shedding the unwanted tag of
perennial "chokers", the
Proteas had marched into
their maiden T20 World Cup
final unbeaten.
However, they faltered in the
summit clash, losing to India
by seven runs.
"I am gutted!! Really tough pill
to swalllow after what
transpired 2 days ago. Words
don't explain how I am feeling.
One thing I do know is how
proud I am of this unit," Miller
posted an Instagram story late
on Monday.
Before the final, the Proteas
enjoyed a sensational run,
ekeing out wins in the pressure
situations to become
favourites for the title.
"This journey was an
incredible one, with highs and
lows throughout the entire
month. We have endured pain,
but I know this team has the

resilience and will keep raising
the bar," he wrote.
South Africa had looked on
course to a memorable win
needing 30 runs in as many
balls. However, Indian
bowlers, led by Jasprit
Bumrah, fashioned a
remarkable turnaround
picking the key wicket of
Heinrich Klaasen followed by
Marco Jansen.

With Miller at the crease and
16 needed off the last over, the
Proteas still remained hopeful.
But a spectacular catch by
Suryakumar Yadav at the
boundary ended Miller's
innings while deflating hopes
of a South African win.
It was the closest South Africa
had come to winning a title,
having made seven semifinal
exits in ICC global events.

Gutted, tough pill to swallow:
Miller on T20 World Cup final loss

PTI n BUCHAREST (ROMANIA)

Grandmaster R
Praggnanandhaa will look

to sharpen his game after
squandering winning
opportunities when he takes
on last-placed Deac Bogdan-
Daniel of Romania in the sixth
round of the Superbet Classic
Chess tournament.
While Praggnanandhaa has
not been at his best in better
positions, World
Championship challenger D
Gukesh has survived pretty
well despite living dangerously
in a couple of games in the
tournament, which is a part of
the Grand chess tour.
With five rounds gone and just
four more to come, the two
Indians with three points
apiece, are within striking
distance of the tournament
leader Fabiano Caruana of
United States who is on 3.5
points. Alireza Firouzja and
Maxime Vachier-Lagrave of
France, Russian Ian
Nepomniachtchi and
American Wesley So share the
fourth spot on 2.5 points each,
a half point ahead of
Dutchman Anish Giri and
Uzbek Nodirbek Abdusattorov.
Bogdan-Daniel is at the bottom
of the table with 1.5 points.
Gukesh will have black pieces
against Maxime Vachier-
Lagrave and it should not be a
tall order for the Indian who
has been trying various set ups
against the King pawn opening.
Vachier-Lagrave, on the other
hand, will be hoping for a

complicated struggle but the
fact that he is not very
adventurous when it comes to
opening choices makes his
task a little more difficult.
Praggnanandhaa will not only
be favourite but will also be
under pressure. In the
previous round, the Indian
missed out on a
straightforward winning
manoeuvre against Wesley So
while earlier on, Gukesh
survived what was a
technically difficult but
theoretically lost endgame
against him.
With the white pieces to back
him the ball will be in
Praggnanandhaa's court to
deliver the goods.
Bogdan-Daniel is still hunting
for an elusive victory with just
three draws thus far and the
Romanian knows it will not be
easy to cross a tiger on the
prowl.
Caruana has had some good
games and will like to continue
in similar fashion. The next
round is against Ian
Nepomniachtchi who has
drawn all his games so far in
the tournament.
Pairings round 6: Maxime
Vachier-Lagrave (Fra, 2.5) vs
D Gukesh (Ind, 3); Nodirbek
Abdusattorov (Uzb, 2) vs
Anish Giri (Ned, 2); Alireza
Firouzja (Fra, 2.5) vs Wesley
So (Usa, 2.5) R
Praggnanandhaa (Ind, 3) vs
Deac Bogdan Daniel (Rou,
1.5); Fabiano Caruana (Usa,
3.5) vs Ian Nepomniachtchi
(FID, 2.5).

PTI n LONDON

India's top singles player Sumit
Nagal committed 44 unforced

errors as he made a first round
exit from the Wimbledon,
going down in four sets to
Miomir Kecmanovic of Serbia
here.
Making his maiden appearance
in the men's singles main draw,
Nagal toiled hard for two hours
38 minutes and even managed
to take a set off world number
53 Kecmanovic before
conceding a 2-6 6-3 3-6 4-6
defeat on Monday night.
The 26-year-old, ranked 72 did
show flashes of brilliance as hit
47 winners but in general,
struggled on the grass court. In
the end, he could manage only
104 points against
Kecmanovic's 122.
The 53rd ranked Serbian fired
six aces and only conceded two
double faults.
This was Kecmanovic's second
win in as many matches against
Nagal, having beaten the Indian

at the ATP 250 event in
Cologne, Germany, four years
ago.
The Paris Olympics bound
Nagal is the first Indian in five
years to play a Wimbledon
men's singles main draw match.
Prajnesh Gunneswaran had
made a first-round exit in 2019.
Nagal is having a dream season
as he had also qualified for the
main draw of the Australian
Open earlier this year. He had
stunned 31st-seeded Alexander
Bublik of Kazakhstan in the
opening round to become the
first Indian male tennis player
to beat a seeded player in 35
years in a Slam. 
He had also qualified for the
main draw of the Indian Wells
Masters and Monte-Carlo
Masters, the ATP 1000 events.
The Indian has won two
Challenger events this season
the Heilbronn Challenger and
the Chennai Open ATP
Challenger. He also competed
at the French Open, losing in
the opening round.

Praggnanandhaa to take on
Bogdan-Daniel; Gukesh up
against Vachier-Lagrave

PTI n MUMBAI

Ayoung-Indian cricket team under
National Cricket Academy head VVS

Laxman left for Zimbabwe to play a five-
match T20I series starting in Harare on July
6.
The team will be led by Shubman Gill while
the likes of youngsters Riyan Parag and
Abhishek Sharma have been rewarded for
their exploits in the last IPL with maiden
India call-ups.
Skipper Gill, the reserve opener for the T20
World Cup was on a break and will link up
with the Zimbabwe-bound squad direct-
ly in Harare from the US.
The BCCI took to X to post pictures of
those who boarded the flight, which
includes Sharma, Parag, Ruturaj Gaikwad,
Avesh Khan, Ravi Bishnoi, Washington
Sundar, Tushar Deshpande and NCA head
Laxman.
Five members of the squad -- Shivam Dube,
Sanju Samson, Yashasvi Jaiswal, Rinku
Singh and Khaleel Ahmed were either part

of the T20 World Cup-winning team or
were travelling reserves are stranded in
Barbados due to hurricane Beryl. They will
join the squad later.
With Rohit Sharma, Virat Kohli and
Ravindra Jadeja retiring form the shortest
format of the game, the T20 series against
Zimbabwe will provide the youngsters with
the perfect opportunity to cement their

places in the team for future series. 
India's squad for T20I series against
Zimbabwe: Shubman Gill (Captain),
Yashasvi Jaiswal, Ruturaj Gaikwad,
Abhishek Sharma, Rinku Singh, Sanju
Samson (WK), Dhruv Jurel (WK), Shivam
Dube, Riyan Parag, Washington Sundar,
Ravi Bishnoi, Avesh Khan, Khaleel Ahmed,
Mukesh Kumar, Tushar Deshpande.

PTI n LONDON

Young left-hand batter Sai
Sudharsan and the seasoned

Prithvi Shaw failed to get big
scores in their ongoing English
county games for Surrey and
Northamptonshire respectively.
Both are into their second
season with their county sides.
In a home game at the Oval
against Essex, Surrey scored 262
in their first essay with
Sudharsan, who normally bats
at the top of the order for Tamil
Nadu, coming in at No. 6 and
managing 14 off 47 balls with
two boundaries.
He was dismissed by left-arm
medium pacer Paul Walter with
former South Africa
international Simon Harmer
taking the catch.
However, Sudharsan is yet to bat
in the second essay where
Surrey are currently 44 for 3
with a lead of 126 runs after
taking an 82-run first innings
lead bowling the visitors out for
180.

In another game between
Northamptonshire and Sussex,
flamboyant right-hander Shaw
struck 13 boundaries across two
innings -- seven in a 22-ball-31
and another six in 37 off 41
balls, but failed to get a big score.
In the first innings, Sussex's

second change medium pacer
Fynn Hudson-Prentice got his
wicket, caught by Jack Carson.
Shaw's score was the second
highest in his team's dismal first
innings performance of 97 all
out in little over 20 overs. This
was after Sussex had scored 143

in their first innings.
In the second innings,
Northamptonshire were 137 for
four in a chase of 284 with Shaw
contributing another quick-fire
37 before left-arm seamer Sean
Hunt breached through his
defences.

Error-prone Nagal
makes first round
exit from Wimbledon

Indians in County: Sudharsan scores 14 for
Surrey, Shaw manages 31 and 37 for Northants

Laxman-coached India team leave
for Zimbabwe, Gill to link up from US
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F
resh off the success of his recent
film Nindha, Varun Sandesh is all
set to enthrall audiences once

again with his upcoming project, Viraaji.
Produced by Mahendra Nath Kondla
under the M3 Media banner in collab-
oration with Maha Movies, Viraaji
marks the directorial debut of Adhyanth
Harsha, promising a fresh perspective
and a captivating narrative.

The excitement surrounding Viraaji
peaked with a grand title launch event
held at Hyderabad’s Prasad Labs on
Tuesday, where the team unveiled the
film’s intriguing title and shared insights
into what audiences can expect from
this venture.

According to the director, Viraaji is
a strong title, and the film will showcase
Varun Sandesh in a completely new
avatar. This film is being made by a

bunch of newcomers and the makers
sought support from the audience.
“The soon-to-be-revealed first look
will undoubtedly impress you. This film
is tailor-made for Varun Sandesh,” said
the director.

In a quick conversation with us,
Varun Sandesh revealed his initial reac-
tion to the script, saying, “When Harsha
narrated the story of Viraaji to me, I was
immediately captivated. The first half
was intriguing, but it was the second half
that truly gripped me. I saw immense
potential in the narrative and knew I
wanted to be a part of it.”

Reflecting on the success of Nindha,
which marked a significant milestone in
his career, Varun Sandesh added, “The
response to Nindha has been over-
whelming, and it has been a great source
of motivation for me. Just like Nindha,
Viraaji promises to be a refreshing expe-
rience for the audience.”

Speaking about his character in

Viraaji, Varun Sandesh teased, “This role
is unlike any I’ve played before. It
required extensive preparation, and I
can confidently say it’s one of my cra-
ziest yet. The first look at the film, set
to be unveiled on the July 10, will give
audiences a glimpse into this exciting
journey.”

RAM CHARAN, VIKRAM
REDDY'S THE INDIA
HOUSE LAUNCHED
Global star Ram Charan, in collaboration with Vikram Reddy of

UV Creations under V Mega Pictures, and Abhishek Agarwal
Arts, known for their groundbreaking films, has embarked on a new
cinematic journey with the prestigious pan India project, The India
House. Directed by Ram Vamsi Krishna, the film promises to be a
captivating period drama set in 1905, exploring themes of love and
revolution. The grand pooja ceremony for The India House took place
amidst the majestic surroundings of Virupaksha Temple in Hampi
(Kishkinda), marking a fitting beginning for this ambitious venture. The
event was attended by the core team, including the lead actor Nikhil
Siddharth, lead actress Saiee Manjrekar and veteran actor Anupam Kher, who
plays a pivotal role in the film.
Ram Charan, expressing his enthusiasm for the project, stated, “I am excited to
venture into film production with The India House. We aim to deliver cinema that
not only entertains but also leaves a lasting impact on audiences worldwide.”
Vikram Reddy of UV Creations added, “We are proud to partner with Ram Charan in
this endeavour to create path-breaking cinema. The India House is a testament to
our commitment to storytelling that transcends boundaries.” Abhishek Agarwal,
known for his visionary productions, commented, “We
are thrilled to collaborate on The India House, a film
that promises to captivate audiences with its rich
narrative and stellar cast.”
Director Ram Vamsi Krishna, known for his creative
prowess, shared insights about the film, saying, “It's an
honor to helm The India House, a project that blends
historical intrigue with emotional depth. We have
assembled a talented team to bring this epic story to life.”
The film's regular shoot commences on Wednesday
(today), promising to showcase the craftsmanship of
seasoned technicians. Cameron Bryson will handle
cinematography, capturing the essence of the period
setting, while Vishal Abani takes charge as the production
designer, ensuring authenticity in every frame.

Revisiting tragic
history of Bengal

with Maa Kaali

I
n a bold cinematic endeavour, People Media
Factory and director Vijay Yelakanti, known

for their upcoming project Karthikeya 2,
are set to illuminate a significant yet often

overlooked chapter of Indian history with Maa
Kaali. This compelling narrative delves into the
harrowing events of the 1946 Calcutta Killings,

which marked a pivotal moment leading to
India's partition. The film stars Raima Sen and

Abhishek Singh, a former IAS officer turned
actor, in prominent roles. Unveiling the poster

for Maa Kaali, the makers have announced the
teaser launch scheduled for July 4. This true pan-

India film aims to shed light on the tragic events of
Direct Action Day and the Naokhali massacres,

events that left an indelible mark on Bengal's history.
Director Vijay

Yelakanti
expressed, “Maa

Kaali is a tribute to
the lives lost during the

ruthless massacre driven
by power and ambition. The

events of August 16, 1946, known
as ‘The Week of Long Knives’,

continue to resonate as an untold story
of human suffering. Through this film,

we strive to give voice to the victims
and bring their stories to the forefront.”

The film, shot in Hindi and set for
release in Bengali and Telugu as well,
promises to explore the deep-rooted

scars left by communal violence in
Bengal. Producer TG Vishwa Prasad and co-producer Vivek Kuchibhotla are
confident that Maa Kaali will spark important socio-political conversations

across the nation. Raima Sen, making a powerful comeback to the big screen,
plays a pivotal role in Maa Kaali, embodying the spirit of resilience and

remembrance amidst historical turmoil. As the teaser launch approaches,
anticipation mounts for Maa Kaali, a film poised to uncover a chapter of

history that demands attention and reflection.

Rakul Preet Singh is eager to
return to her Telugu roots!

Rakul Preet Singh, who made her Hindi film debut with Yaariyan, is currently at the
peak of her career, with several projects lined up for release. But according to a

recent post, Singh might make her comeback with a Telugu film down south. The actress
dropped a hint through an Instagram story that has got her fans excited about her upcoming

venture. In a recent AMA session, Rakul revealed she is reading Telugu scripts. Talking about the
same, she said, “I really miss all my Telugu fans, and I really want to do a Telugu film soon. I'm just
waiting for the right script—maybe something that's exciting because I feel the part of me, which is

the ‘Telugu Ammai’, is really missing Telugu now, so hopefully soon. I'm reading a couple of
things, hopefully soon.”

Rakul Preet Singh worked in the Telugu film Venkatadri Express and the Tamil film Thadaiyara
Thaakka, as well as other Tamil and Telugu films like Loukyam, Pandaga Chesko,

Sarrainodu, Dhruva and Nannaku Prematho. Rakul Preet Singh is a renowned name in the
South Indian film industry and has marked her presence with her humongous success in

films and her remarkable acting.
With a strong lineage in South Indian cinema, one of Bollywood's most admired and
prettiest actresses, Rakul Preet Singh, has an incredible slate of films, including the

highly anticipated Indian 2,  which stars the legendary Kamal Haasan. Rakul's De
De Pyaar De 2 has been a major project because of the original installment's

success. Her next film, Mere Husband Ki Biwi, is slated to release after De De
Pyaar De 2 and Indian 2. It looks like a delightful ride. She also has Ameeri

scheduled, which is expected to be an intense drama.

B
race yourselves for a spine-chilling cinematic experience as Ninnu Vadalanu,
a gripping horror suspense thriller, prepares to captivate audiences. Directed

by Sheraz Mehdi and produced by Ashok Khullar, with co-production by
Devendra Negi under the banners of UVT Hollywood Studio (USA) and Shreya

Productions, this film promises to be a unique blend of terror and intrigue.
Starring Lyuba Palm and Khushbu Jain in pivotal roles, alongside noted
actors Gangadhar, Vizag Sharif, Vizag Ravi Teja, Ajay and Ananth, Ninnu

Vadalanu unfolds its haunting tale against the atmospheric backdrops of
Goa and Hyderabad.

Lyuba Palm, hailing from Russia, brings a wealth of international
experience to the Telugu film industry. A multifaceted talent, she has

not only graced screens but also delved into producing and
writing. In Russia, Palm's credits include producing the
documentary Save the Children and contributing as a

writer and producer to the TV series Love Over Evil. Now,
she steps into the spotlight with Ninnu Vadalanu,

marking her debut in Telugu cinema.
Commenting on her role and the film, Lyuba Palm

shared, “I'm thrilled to be a part of Ninnu Vadalanu.
It's a genre that challenges me as an artist and the

script immediately resonated with me. Working
alongside such a talented team has been a rewarding

experience.”

Kubera team teases
fans with a sneak peek
of Rashmika’s character

S
ekhar Kammula, a National Award-winning
director best known for films like Fidaa and Love
Story, is the director of Kubera.

For the first time, Dhanush and filmmaker Sekhar
Kammula collaborated on the movie, which has defi-
nitely generated excitement among viewers. A sneak
peek into Rashmika Mandanna’s character in the
movie has now been revealed by the directors, who
guarantee that it “intrigues with every layer!”

The official Rashmika look teases a character reve-
lation that will happen on July 5, 2024, but does not
show her appearance. The character of Nagarjuna
Akkineni in the film had already been teased by the
directors.

The movie, which also stars Jim Sarbh and
Nagarjuna, is produced by Suniel Narang and Puskur
Ram Mohan Rao under the auspices of Sree
Venkateswara Cinemas LLP, an Asian Group compa-
ny, in collaboration with Amigos Creations Pvt Ltd.,
and is presented by Sonali Narang.

Rashmika will next be seen in Pushpa: The Rise
and was last seen in Sandeep Reddy Vanga’s Animal.
In her kitty, she also has Rainbow, The Girlfriend and
Chaava.

Suhas’ next with 
Dil Raju titled 
Janaka Aithe Ganaka
Dil Raju Productions, renowned for their recent blockbuster

Balagam, is gearing up for another promising venture titled
Janaka Aithe Ganaka, featuring the talented actor Suhas in the
lead role. This marks the prestigious production house's fourth
production, following
their successful
launch in December
last year.
Directed by Sandeep
Reddy Bandla, known
for his work on
Salaar and presented
by Shirish, the film
has generated buzz
with its intriguing
premise and
impressive cast.
Sankeertana Vipin,
known for her
elegance, stars
opposite Suhas as
the female lead, while
Harshith Reddy and Hanshitha Reddy are handling the project's
production. The announcement of the film's title, Janaka Aithe
Ganaka, was accompanied by the release of its captivating first
look, which hints at a blend of family entertainment and courtroom
drama. In the poster, Suhas is depicted holding a slate adorned
with the film's title, his expression laden with intrigue. The imagery
also features symbols evoking justice, a children's school bag, a
school bus and a teddy bear, hinting at the film's thematic depth.
Expressing his excitement about the project, Suhas commented,
“I'm thrilled to be a part of Janaka Aithe Ganaka. It's a departure
from my recent roles and promises to offer something unique to
audiences. I'm eager for viewers to experience this engaging tale.”
The film's teaser, scheduled for release on July 4, is expected to
further tantalise audiences with glimpses of its narrative richness
and Suhas's compelling portrayal. With cinematography by Sai
Sriram and music composed by Vijay Bulganin, known for his
work in Baby, the technical aspects of the film are poised to
elevate its storytelling.

tollywood
‘My role in Viraaji is unlike
any I’ve played before’
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‘My role in Viraaji is unlike
any I’ve played before’
‘My role in Viraaji is unlike
any I’ve played before’
‘My role in Viraaji is unlike
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The upcoming romantic comedy Darling,
starring Priyadarshi and Nabha Natesh and

directed by debutant Aswin Raam, has been
generating considerable excitement ahead of its
release. Produced by K Niranjan Reddy and
Chaitanya of PrimeShow Entertainment, the
film has already made waves with its
entertaining promos and hit songs.
Following the success of its first single, touted
as a ‘Frustrated Anthem', the makers
have now unveiled the film’s second
single, Raahi Re. Unlike its
predecessor, Raahi Re is a
delightful melody that serves as
the perfect soundtrack for solo
adventures. The accompanying
visuals feature Nabha Natesh

embarking on a solo trip across
various picturesque locations in
India, capturing unforgettable moments
along the way. Cinematographer Naresh
Ramadurai has beautifully captured the
essence of these journeys.
Nabha Natesh shines in Raahi Re,
complemented by Vivek Sagar's striking
composition and the catchy lyrics
penned by Kasarla Shyam. Kapil
Kapilan's vocals add a magical touch to
the song, ensuring it resonates instantly
with listeners, much like the first single.
The film Darling also features
Brahmanandam, Vishnu, Krishna Tej,
Ananya Nagalla and several other
talented actors in pivotal roles. A team
of skilled technicians, including
dialogue writer Hemanth, editor
Pradeep E Ragav of Love Today and
production designer Gandhi,

contributes to the film’s visual and
narrative appeal.
Scheduled for a worldwide release on
July 19, Darling promises to be a

refreshing take on romance, infused with
humor and memorable musical moments.
As anticipation builds, fans
of Priyadarshi and Nabha
Natesh eagerly await the
film’s release, anticipating
a blend of laughter,
romance, and
heartwarming melodies.

‘Frustrated

Anthem’ from

Darling out now!

Raashii Khanna reveals Talakhon Mein
Ek is ‘one of the toughest films’ she did

A fter wreaking havoc with the recently released Aranmanai 4, Raashii
Khanna is gearing up to feature in Talakhon Mein Ek, alongside Vikrant

Massey. Khanna, who has never shied away from experimenting with roles and
films, opened up about Talakhon Me Ek and said, “It is one of the toughest films
I have done.” Raashii further shared that she has given her “heart and soul” to the

film. The young Pan-Indian actress also assured that the audience would get to
see her in a “different” role. 

Currently, the versatile powerhouse is basking in the success of her horror comedy
Aranmanai 4. The film not only ended the dry spell at the Tamil box office but

also established Raashii as the golden girl of the industry, who scored her
third consecutive hit with the Sundar C directorial.

Beyond Talakhon Mein Ek, Raashii will be seen sharing the screen
space with Vikrant Massey yet again in their upcoming collaboration

The Sabarmati Report, which is slated for a theatrical release
on August 2. Beyond a lineup of these interesting

projects, the actress also has a Telugu film
Telusu Kada in the pipeline.

Russian beauty in Ninnu Vadalanu
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