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The security forces have
been kept in a state of high

alert ahead of the visit of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to attend the 25th
Kargil Vijay Diwas on Friday
in Drass. This will be the PM’s
first visit to the region after
recent spate of terror attacks
and also a few high-level
review meetings in this regard
held in the national Capital
with two of them chaired by
Modi himself.  
Army Chief General Upendra
Dwivedi who landed in
Srinagar early Thursday
morning visited forward areas
along the Line of Control in
Kashmir valley to review the
preparedness of the forces
involved in counter-
infiltration and counter-
terror operations.
The Army Chief later flew to
Kargil to supervise the
arrangements. Vital security
installations were also kept on
high-alert along the Jammu-
Pathankot National Highway
following the sighting of
seven suspected terrorists in a
village of the Pathankot
district of the neighbouring
State, Punjab.
Several schools at Army
installations in the Jammu
region and along the highway

were directed to remain
closed till July 29 as a
precautionary measure.
Massive search operations
were also launched by the
Army, police, and
paramilitary forces in the
border areas of Kathua

(Jammu) and Pathankot to
track down the suspects.
During his brief stay, the
Prime Minister will also carry
out the first blast of the
Shinkun La Tunnel Project,
virtually. 

Continued on Page 8
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At least three people were
electrocuted  in Pune and

three others feared trapped
under the debris of three
collapsed villas in a hill slide
at Lavasa, even as the heavy
rains wreaked havoc in Pune,
Mumbai and various parts of
Maharashtra, prompting the
Maharashtra Government to
seek the assistance of the
Army and Navy to deal with
the monsoon-related
incidents.   
Many parts of Pune lay thick
sheets of water as the heavy
rains ravaged the city since
Wednesday night, while
intense rains battered
Mumbai, Thane, Palghar and
other surrounding areas
resulting in heavy flooding in
low-lying areas and
disruption in train and flight
operations.  As a
precautionary measure, the
authorities declared holidays
for schools and colleges in
Pune, Mumbai and Thane.   
Three mobile snacks stall
owners were electrocuted
when they tried to move their
handcarts to safety through
the flood waters near Z bridge
at around 3.30 am in Pune,
while three others were feared
trapped nearby Lavasa city
after a hill-slide buried three
villas. 
A Nepali boy Shiv Jidbahadur
Pariyar (18) was among three
persons killed in Pune, while
two others killed in an
electrocution incident were
identified Akash Mane (21)
and Abhishek Ghanekar (25).
The State’s cultural, academic

and IT capital has been
clobbered by torrential rain
since last night leaving a trail
of destruction, paralysing
normal life as the district
administration ordered all
educational institutions to
remain shut for the day.
Several parts of Pune,
neighbouring twin towns of
Pimpri and Chinchwad and
dams around Pune  have
recorded very high rainfall.
Since the midnight
Wednesday-Thursday, heavy
rainfall was recorded in
Lavasa (454 mm), Lonavala
(323 mm), Nimgiri (233
mm), Malin (181 mm),
Chinchwad (175 mm),
Talegaon and Khadakwasla
(168 mm) and Lavale (167
mm). Pune received an
average rainfall of 115 mm.
After taking stock of the

situation arising out of heavy
rains in Pune, Mumbai
Raigad, Thane and other
parts of the State,
Maharashtra chief Minister
Eknath Shinde said, “The
units of NDRF, SDRF, Army,
Navy, Police, Fire Brigade,
Health System have been
directed to coordinate with
each other and lend help.”
“These agencies need to work
as a team and shift the flood
affected people safely, provide
them with food packets,
arrange medicines and water.
Instructions have been given
to take the help of NDRF,
Army, and Navy,” Shinde said.
“Around 40,000 cusecs was
discharged from the
Khadakwasla Dam,” Minister
of State for Civil Aviation
Murlidhar Mohol who is an
MP from Pune, said.

"There is also heavy rain in
Mumbai city and suburbs.
The administration is fully
alert to deal with any calamity
in Mumbai and I am in touch
with Pune, Raigad, Mumbai
Collectors and Municipal
Commissioners," Shinde said.
Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar also coordinated with
authorities in rushing help to
the people affected by rains in
Pune and various parts of the
State.
On a day when scores of trees
were uprooted and two-
wheelers and four-wheelers
remained stranded in flood
waters, personnel from
various agencies deployed to
ferry the people in the
marooned areas of Pune.
More than 500 people were
evacuated  from the low-lying
areas during the day.
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With a lot of
complications due to

the breakaway factions of two
important constituents —
NCP and Shiv Sena — in
Maharashtra, the Central
leadership of BJP, including
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, has personally started
taking stock of the situation.
The State is to go to Assembly
elections soon.
A day after Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar
demanded nearly 90 seats for
the NCP faction led by him
during his meeting with
Home Minister Amit Shah,
the PM on Thursday met MPs
of NDA allies in Maharashtra
and discussed the political
situation ahead of the
upcoming Assembly polls in
the state. Among those whom
the Prime Minister met
included Union Ministers
Nitin Gadkari, Piyush Goyal,
and others.
The BJP won just nine of the
28 seats it contested in the
Lok Sabha polls, down from
23 it won in 2019. Besides the
loss of Lok Sabha seats, BJP’s
vote percentage decline in the
State this elections has caused
a huge worry. In 2024, BJP got
27.84 per cent votes which
has been reduced to 26.1 per
cent this time. 

Continued on Page 8
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The legislative power to tax
mineral rights vests with

the States and the royalty paid
on minerals is not a tax, the
Supreme Court ruled on
Thursday in a landmark
judgement which will give a
huge revenue boost to
mineral-rich States.
A nine-judge constitution
bench headed by Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud, in
a majority 8:1 verdict, said
Parliament does not have the
legislative competence to tax
mineral rights under Entry
54 of List I of the
Constitution which pertains
to regulation of mines and
mineral development by the
Centre.
The pronouncement, which
came as a setback to the
Centre, however, said

Parliament can still legislate
to impose "any limitations"
on States' power to levy tax on
mineral rights.
It referred to the term "any
limitations" under Entry 50 of
List II and said its scope is
wide enough to include
imposition of "restrictions,
conditions, principles, as well
as a prohibition".
Entry 50 of List II pertains to
taxes on mineral rights
subject to any limitations
imposed by Parliament by
law relating to mineral
development.
Justice B V Nagarathna, in
her dissenting verdict, said
royalty is in the nature of a tax
or an exaction and the Centre
does have the power to levy it.
After the bench pronounced
its verdict, the counsel
appearing for various States
urged it to decide on recovery
of taxes worth thousands of
crores of rupees levied by the
Centre on mines and
minerals till now.
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The Centre on Thursday hit
out at Opposition leaders,

contending that they had
resorted to abusing Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
during the debate on the
Union Budget in Parliament
instead of speaking on the
finer aspects of the document.
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju said the
manner in which some
Opposition leaders made
their speeches amounted to
insulting the House and
lowering the dignity of the
Budget Session. "Let us
respect the mandate of the
people. They have given the
mandate to Prime Minister

Modi for the third
consecutive term. If anybody
tries to insult the verdict of
the people, they will be
punished in the elections,"
Rijiju said at a Press
conference.
His remarks came a day after
the Opposition claimed the
Union Budget was
"discriminatory" against non-
NDA-ruled States and
accused the Prime Minister of
running a "shaky and
vulnerable" coalition
Government.
During the general discussion
on the budget for 2024-25 in
the Lok Sabha on Wednesday,
various Opposition members
accused the government of
doling out sops to key allies
JD(U) and TDP, which rule
Bihar and Andhra Pradesh
respectively, to ensure that the
government faces no hurdles
from its coalition partners.
Rijiju said elections were over
and now the focus should be
to work towards a developed
India (Viksit Bharat) and hold
constructive discussion on
the Union Budget. "The
Prime Minister has said that
elections were over and now
was the time to rise above
political lines and work
together for the nation," Rijiju
said.

Continued on Page 8
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With a series
controversies related to

the UPSC and the exams
conducted by it including the
topmost Civil Services
Examinations, the
commission is now
preparing to enhance its
examination security
measures by incorporating
advanced technological
solutions such as Aadhaar-
based fingerprint
authentication, facial
recognition systems, and AI-
driven closed-circuit
television (CCTV)
surveillance, several media
outlets reported.
This overhaul, intended to
maintain the integrity of
UPSC exams, follows
widespread allegations of
cheating in certain national
level exams like the recent
NEET.  The commission has
proposed a real-time
attendance monitoring
system that includes GPS
coordinates to confirm that
enrolment occurs within the
designated shift.
The UPSC specifies that the
QR code on the Admit Card,
which includes the
candidate's roll number,
should be scanned to
automatically retrieve the
candidate's information from

the Application Database. If
the QR code cannot be
scanned, the candidate's roll
number must be entered
manually from the Admit
Card.
The UPSC also plans to
implement CCTV/video
surveillance with recording
and live broadcast
capabilities to monitor the
activities of candidates and
exam personnel across
various centres and venues
nationwide. 
The service provider will be
required to install an
adequate number of CCTV
colour cameras in every
classroom, ensuring at least
one camera for every 24
candidates. Cameras will also
be placed at the entry and
exit gates and in control
rooms where sensitive pre

and post-examination
materials are handled.
Additionally, the service
provider must arrange for
remote live viewing of the
CCTV footage at the UPSC’s
control room, ensuring real-
time monitoring and
enhancing overall security
during the examinations.
The UPSC has sought bids
from public sector
undertakings (PSUs) to
revamp its examination
process. This move also
follows a controversy
involving trainee IAS officer
Puja Khedkar, who is alleged
to have forged documents to
appear for the CSE 12 times,
exceeding the allowed
number of attempts. The
UPSC has filed a criminal
case against Khedkar.

Continued on Page 8
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An year after renaming the
famous Mughal Gardens

to “Amrit Udyan” on the
premises of Rashtrapati
Bhawan,  efforts continue to
align the iconic building with
India's status as a Republic
and underscore democratic
principles deeply ingrained in
Indian society since ancient
times. On Thursday, 'Durbar
Hall' and 'Ashok Hall', two
historic halls of this historic
residence and workplace of
the President, have been
rechristened as 'Ganatantra
Mandap' and 'Ashok Mandap'
respectively.
"Rashtrapati Bhavan, the
office and the residence of the
President of India, is a symbol
of the nation, and an
invaluable heritage of the
people. Continuous efforts are
being made to make it more
accessible to people. There

has been a consistent
endeavour to make the
ambience of the Rashtrapati
Bhavan reflective of the
Indian cultural values and
ethos," a statement issued by
the President's Secretariat
said.
Accordingly, President
Droupadi Murmu is pleased
to rename two of the
important halls of Rashtrapati

Bhavan — 'Durbar Hall' and
'Ashok Hall' — as 'Ganatantra
Mandap' and 'Ashok
Mandap', respectively, it said
on a day Murmu completed
two years of her presidency.
"Renaming 'Ashok Hall' as
'Ashok Mandap' brings
uniformity in language and
removes the traces of
anglicisation while upholding
the key values associated with

the word 'Ashok'," it added.
'Durbar Hall', located under
the central dome of
Rashtrapati Bhavan, is the
venue of important
ceremonies and celebrations
such as the presentation of
national awards. "The term
'Durbar' refers to courts and
assemblies of Indian rulers
and the British. 

Continued on Page 8
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The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) on

Thursday confirmed receiving
a note from Dhaka that
conveyed its objection to West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee's remarks
offering shelter to people
affected by violent-clashes in
that country. Bangladesh
Foreign Minister Hasan
Mahmud has earlier objected
to Mamata's recent remark of
offering "shelter" to people
from Bangladesh amid
ongoing protests in the
country.
External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal,
appearing to disapprove of
Mamata's comments, said
matters that bring "the Union
into relation with any foreign
country, are the sole
prerogative" of the Central
Government.
In an address at a public event
in Kolkata, Mamata, referring
to violence-hit Bangladesh,
said she would keep the doors
of West Bengal open for
people in distress from the
neighbouring country and
offer them shelter.
There were reports in the
Bangladeshi media that said
Dhaka has communicated to

New Delhi through diplomatic
channels its displeasure over
the West Bengal Chief
Minister's comments.
"I can confirm that we have
received such a
communication from the
Bangladesh side. It is
essentially on the lines
described in the reports,"
Jaiswal said during his weekly
media briefing while replying
to a question.
"I would underline that under
the Seventh schedule — List
one — Union List — item 10
of our Constitution, the
conduct of foreign affairs and
all matters which bring the
Union into relation with any
foreign country, are the sole
prerogative of the Union
Government," he said.

Continued on Page 8
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The Uttar Pradesh police
nabbed 18 people, includ-

ing two policemen, late on
Wednesday night for their
alleged involvement in facilitat-
ing smuggling of liquor and
other items into the state
through the Bihar border.
A team of Special Task Force,
led by ADG Varanasi and DIG
Azamgarh, conducted a raid at
the Bharauli intersection locat-
ed on the UP-Bihar border
under the Narhi police station
of Ballia district and arrested
the 18 accused on the spot,
DIG Vaibhav Krishna said on
Thursday.
The police team recovered Rs
37,500 in cash from the spot.
The government has trans-

ferred SP Ballia and ASP Ballia
and kept them on waiting list
and suspended the CO. Open
vigilance inquiry has been
ordered by the UP government
into the assets of CO, SHO and
police outpost incharge.
Besides, nine policemen,
including Narhi police station
in-charge Pannelal, have been
suspended following the raid
while all policemen of the
checkpost, including in-charge
of Korantadih outpost, have
been suspended and a case has
been registered against them.
The DIG said a challan had
been issued against the 18
arrested persons.
Soon after learning about this
development, Director General
of Police Prashant Kumar also
took cognisance of the matter

and instructed ADG Varanasi
Piyush Moradia to take strict
action against all the accused
policemen and others involved
in the crime.
Sources said that a report had
been sought to forward it to the
authorities concerned so that
all the men in uniform, found
to be involved in extortion,
could be removed from the
police force.
According to DIG Azamgarh
Vaibhav Krishna, four days
ago they received information
that some policemen posted in
Ballia were extorting money at
Bharauli checkpost.
After this input, a joint team of
ADG Varanasi and DIG
Azamgarh was formed and
late in the night on Wednesday, 

Continued on Page 8
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With the arrest of two
accued on Thursday, the

Madiaon police claimed to
have busted a gang involved in
duping people through ATM
card swap fraud. Those arrest-
ed were identified as Ashish
Kumar Singh alias Manoj
Kumar (28) from Rajapur
Musafirkhana in Amethi, and
Adarsh Pandey (29) from
Munshiganj, also in Amethi.
The police team recovered
over 80 ATM cards, a car, and
a laptop from the accused. An
employee of a well-known
service provider website was
reportedly leading the gang.
Authorities are also investigat-
ing the gang’s involvement in
similar cases reported in local-
ities beyond Madiaon.
DCP (North) Abhijeet R
Shankar stated that the police
received a tip-off about some
suspects sitting inside a car in
the area.
“Around 12:40 am on
Thursday, the police received
a tip-off from an informer that
two suspicious persons, whose
images were captured during
previous such incidents, were
sitting in a car. The police
team quickly mobilised and
arrested both suspects after
surrounding the vehicle,” the
DCP said.
He explained that the accused
were being sought due to a
surge in ATM card-swapping
incidents in the area. “The
images of the suspects were
obtained through CCTV
footage, and their activities are
under police surveillance,” he
added. During interrogation,

the accused confessed to their
crimes. Adarsh Pandey was
identified as an employee of
an online service provider
company. Explaining the
modus operandi, the DCP
said the accused would loiter
in ATM booths and target
elderly women and people
from rural backgrounds.
“Their scheme thrived on
ATM card users being unfa-
miliar with the machines,”
the DCP explained.
The accused would carry
ATM cards from various
banks and covertly swap them

with the victims’ cards. 
“They would use respectful
language and offer assistance
in operating the machines.
After the victim entered their
PIN, the accused would
stealthily press the ‘cancel’
button, exploiting the vic-
tims’ inattention. They then
swapped the victim’s card with
another card from the same
bank,” the DCP said.
The suspects would then
encourage the victim to
attempt another transaction
with the swapped card, which
would be declined as it was

not the victim’s original card.
During the search, police
found several ATM cards
from different banks, laptops,
and three mobile phones.
Initially, the accused misled
the police about the ATMs.
However, under strict interro-
gation, they admitted that
they, along with other accom-
plices, would stand outside
ATM booths in different
cities, targeting elderly indi-
viduals and women.
The police are now searching
for the other members of the
gang.
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A13-year-old student of Class
VIII ended her life because

she struggled with reading and
writing in Hindi, which led to
her classmates allegedly looking
down upon her. According to
reports, a neighbour saw the
minor girl hanging with a
dupatta tied around her neck
and informed her mother. Her
mother took her to Lok Bandhu
Hospital, where doctors pro-
nounced her dead.
The police took the body into
custody and sent it for autopsy.
Pravendra Singh, incharge of the
Quila outpost, said that the
deceased, Diya, who hailed
from Darjeeling, hanged herself
and died as a result. He stated
that the matter was under inves-
tigation.
The police reported that Diya
was depressed due to her diffi-

culty with reading and writing
in Hindi. Her mother works in
a security company, while her
father remains in their native
home in Darjeeling. 
Diya’s mother Nimakit
explained that she works in a
private security company and
that Diya had trouble under-
standing Hindi, which affected
her concentration and caused
her stress. She mentioned that
they had moved to Lucknow
only five months ago and were
living in a rented house in
Ruchi Khand, Ashiyana. Diya
attended a private school but
struggled to mingle with her
classmates because of her lim-
ited proficiency in Hindi, which
her peers spoke fluently. On
Wednesday morning, Nimakit
went to work, and in the after-
noon, Diya hanged herself to
death. Diya’s father Nirmal and
her elder sister live in

Darjeeling.
A woman riding a scooty died
in Sarojininagar on Wednesday
afternoon after being struck by
a tanker near Haj House. The
woman, identified as Priya from
Kanchanpuri Colony, was
returning home with her 5-year-
old daughter Nishtha from
school. The two were riding a
scooty when the incident
occurred.
Around 1 pm, near the Haj
House on Kanpur Road, a high-
speed, uncontrolled milk tanker
struck Priya’s scooty from
behind. Priya died as a result of
the collision, while Nishtha was
thrown a considerable distance
from the impact. The police
reached the scene and transport-
ed the seriously injured Priya to
Lok Bandhu Hospital, where she
was pronounced dead.
Priya had purchased the scooty
only four days ago. 
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A video of an Class VIII student
brandishing an illegal weapon
went viral on social media.
Police began questioning the
student after being informed.
The accused is reportedly the
son of a village head. Some peo-
ple filmed the minor, the son of
a gram pradhan in a village in
Mohanlalganj, and circulated
the video on social media. In
the video, the teenager is seen
holding a weapon.
Upon receiving information
about the video through social
media, the police immediately
went to the village and began
questioning the suspect. The
police stated that they are inves-
tigating the authenticity of the
viral video. If the video is con-
firmed to be genuine, appropri-
ate action will be taken to
determine who provided the
weapon to the minor.
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Leaders from various
Brahmin organisations gath-

ered for a candle march on
Thursday evening to protest the
death of property dealer Hrithik
Pandey. The march, which
began around 7:30 pm, saw
hundreds of participants con-
verge on Banthra police station.
The protesters chanted slogans
demanding death penalty for
the accused and later proceed-
ed to Pandey’s residence to
meet his family.
During the demonstration, the
group voiced strong criticisms
against both the police and the
local administration. The pro-
testers accused the authorities of
neglecting public grievances
and failing to address their
complaints effectively. They also

raised slogans targeting the
local MLA, expressing frustra-
tion over the lack of action taken
regarding the murder. The pro-
testers questioned why the
accused had not yet been arrest-
ed, despite the time elapsed
since the incident. The leaders
of the Brahmin organisations
assured Pandey’s family of their
commitment to seeking justice.
Hrithik Pandey was fatally
assaulted by a group of men
over a dispute related to the sup-
ply of electricity in their local-
ity. A case has been registered
against five named suspects—
Pratyush, Avnish, Shani Singh,
Rishi Singh—and ten unidenti-
fied accused. The charges
include entering Pandey’s home
armed and assaulting family
members, including women.
In response to the rising ten-

sions, the police have deployed
a PAC contingent in the village
to prevent further clashes. The
atmosphere remains charged
as supporters of the victim
demand stringent action against
the perpetrators. 
In a related development, the
SHO of Banthra, two sub-
inspectors, and a constable have
been suspended for dereliction
of duty in connection with the
case. Additionally, Pradeep
Singh, one of the accused, was
apprehended near the Sai river
bridge. The protest highlighted
ongoing concerns about police
response and administrative
accountability in handling such
cases. The community's call for
justice reflects broader issues of
public trust in law enforce-
ment and the need for effective
legal remedies.
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Lucknow (PNS): The
Janeshwar Mishra Park in
Gomti Nagar is set to have a
greener appearance in the com-
ing days following the planting
of 500 saplings on Thursday.
This initiative was led by
Lucknow Development
Authority Vice-Chairman
Prathmesh Kumar.
Initially, Divisional
Commissioner Roshan Jacob
was scheduled to be the chief
guest but she withdrew due to
other official commitments.
Addressing the officials, staff,
and the public who participat-
ed in the event, Kumar high-
lighted the major challenge of
water scarcity, exacerbated by
insufficient rainfall this mon-
soon season. He assured that
arrangements for watering the
saplings have been made, with
over eight tankers designated for
the task. If additional tankers are
needed, the development
authority will hire them from
private agencies.
The saplings were planted along
the walking and cycling tracks
and around the artificial lake.
The initiative aims to provide
shade for walkers and cyclists in
the future. The general public
actively participated in the plan-
tation drive, as there were no
restrictions on outsiders.
Walkers also joined in planting
the saplings. The LDA vice-
chairman said that the planta-
tion drive is part of a national
programme aimed at restoring
greenery, which has signifi-
cantly diminished globally. He
emphasised that positive results
can only be achieved with pub-
lic cooperation. Additionally,
free saplings were distributed to
locals with the promise of prop-
er care for their growth.

NOTICE

I Kamla Prasad S/o Late Nayak
Ram R/o House No 775 Raksha Khand,
Udyan II Ashirvad, Sector-3 Rae Bareli
Road Lucknow. notify that my son
Shailesh Pratap Bhaskar has Plot No-
D-284,DLF Garden city Purseni, in
Lucknow. My son died on 19-05-2020
leaving behind Kamla Prasad and my
wife Ramavati Devi as the legal heir of
Plot No D-284, DLF Garden City
Purseni, Lucknow. If Any one want to
claim his right in our property may
submit his objection within 21 days 

Kamla Prasad 
Phone No- 9838545126

This is to inform the sur name of
mother is Shalini Pathak in school
details of Manya Pathak which
should be Shalini Sharma instead of
Pathak. The spelling In school details
is Aayansh Pathak which should be
Ayansh Pathak.

NOTICE

I have changed my name from ANIS
ANWAR TO AMEES ANWAR W/o
Mohammad Anwar R/o
101/110,Talaq Mahal, Kanpur, for all
future purpose

NOTICE

Information
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Vipin kumar Singh    s/o    Om
prakash Singh, fattepur majra
sarai mo sharif,post Benikama,
bhadokhar, Raebareli
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The daughter of a CISF
officer was duped of Rs 1

lakh in an online fraud from
her bank account at a branch
in Sarojininagar. Her father
lodged a complaint, which
was forwarded to the
Sarojininagar police station.
In his complaint, CISF officer
Rajesh Kumar Mishra, who is
posted in Delhi, stated that his
daughter is pursuing MBA
from IIM-Jammu. “My
daughter Bhagyalakshmi is a
second-year MBA student at
the Indian Institute of
Management, Jammu. On
January 3, 2024,
Bhagyalakshmi received a
phone call from a mobile
number. The caller intro-
duced himself as an employ-

ee of FedEx courier company
and informed Bhagyalakshmi
that her courier had arrived
and a payment was required
to release it,” the complaint
read.
Rajesh explained that during
this time, a sum of Rs 99,810
was withdrawn from his
daughter’s Canara Bank
account in Sarojininagar
through a UPI transaction. 
“Upon discovering the fraud,
Bhagyalakshmi filed a written
complaint at the Nagrota
police station in Jammu, the
Cyber Crime police station in
Gandhi Nagar, and the
Sarojininagar branch of
Canara Bank. However, she
was advised to lodge the com-
plaint at the cyber police sta-
tion. She then filed a com-
plaint at the cyber police sta-

tion, where she was informed
that action would be taken by
the National Cyber Crime
Portal," Rajesh said.
The CISF officer added that
the complaint was subse-
quently forwarded to the
Sarojininagar police station
for resolution.
“The fraudster has an account
at the Punjab National Bank’s
Sabit Ganj branch in Etawah
district and he has cheated
many others in a similar man-
ner. As a result, there is a
freeze on withdrawing money
from his account. Upon
inquiry, it was found that a
sum of Rs 4 lakh is deposited
in his account,” he said, shar-
ing details of the investigation
provided by the police. The
case is currently under 
investigation.
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Gosainganj police have regis-
tered a case following the death
of a 60-year-old cyclist, Ram
Kumar, who was struck by an
overspeeding tractor on July
27. 
Ram Kumar, who was transport-
ing a sack of fertiliser, was
knocked down while traveling
from Lucknow. His family
admitted him to the hospital
after learning of the accident.
Police are currently searching for
the tractor driver.

In another case, a 25-year-old
woman named Lali from Vinay
Vihar in Indiranagar committed
suicide at her home on
Thursday. A native of Sitapur,
Lali was the wife of Luvkush, a
daily wage worker, and is sur-
vived by a son and a daughter.
Police found Lali hanging from
the ceiling with a dupatta tied
around her neck. No suicide
note was recovered. Authorities
suspect family discord may have
contributed to her suicide. 
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath is actively

monitoring the flood-affected
areas, leading to intensive relief
operations in 26 cities hit by
the disaster. Relief assistance
has been provided to 9,23,134
individuals so far. 
In response to the damage to
2,138 houses, free housing has
been offered to 1,759 benefi-
ciaries, with the process ongo-
ing for 379 more. The compre-
hensive efforts are aimed at
addressing the immediate
needs of those impacted by the
floods.
Relief Commissioner GS
Naveen mentioned that 26
districts in the state are cur-
rently affected by floods. These
include Lakhimpur Kheri,
Balrampur, Kushinagar,
Shahjahanpur, Barabanki,
Sitapur, Gonda,
Siddharthnagar, Ballia,
Gorakhpur, Bareilly,
Azamgarh, Hardoi, Ayodhya,

Bahraich, Badaun,
Farrukhabad, Basti, Deoria,
Mau, Moradabad, Rampur,
Maharajganj, Unnao, Pilibhit,
and Shravasti. 
In these flood-affected dis-
tricts, 77 tehsils, 1,809 vil-
lages, 40 wards, and 141 ero-
sion-prone villages are impact-
ed, with a total population of
over 16 lakh. Relief assistance
has been provided to 9,23,134
people so far. 
The relief commissioner fur-
ther said that 34,959 cattle have
been moved to safe locations.
The disaster has claimed 17
lives, and the families of the
deceased have received Rs 4
lakh each from the state gov-
ernment. Moreover, 29 cattle
have died due to the floods,
and compensation has been
provided to all livestock own-
ers. So far, 2,138 houses have
been damaged by the floods,
with 1,759 beneficiaries receiv-
ing free housing and the
process ongoing for 379 more.
He said that 101 public prop-

erties have been damaged by
the floods.
The relief commissioner said
that currently, 3,44,012.656
hectares of land in the state are
affected by floods. To assist the
flood-affected population,
2,773 boats and motorboats are
being deployed. So far, 2,12,678
food packets and 8,01,198
lunch packets have been dis-
tributed in the affected areas,
along with the operation of 52
community kitchens.
Additionally, 3,492.4 quintals
of fodder have been distributed
for livestock.
He also mentioned that the
state has established 1,357
flood relief shelters, 1,508 flood
control centres, and 2,014
medical teams. A total of
15,764 people have been relo-
cated to safe places. To support
health and hygiene, 9,47,932
chlorine tablets and 3,83,268
ORS packets have been 
distributed. Currently, 2,666
people are residing in flood
shelters.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath consistently

reassures residents that the
state government stands firm-
ly with them during times of
crisis and that they need not
worry. This commitment was
exemplified by the Kushinagar
district administration late
Wednesday night.
In a remarkable display of
bravery, the Kushinagar dis-
trict administration rescued
four individuals who were
trapped in the rapidly rising
waters of the Badi Gandak
river in Khadda tehsil. Despite
the dark conditions and strong
current, the team executed a
swift and successful rescue
operation, saving everyone.
The villagers have praised the
district administration for
their swift and effective
response. It is worth noting
that in 2003, 16 people lost
their lives at this very location
due to similar strong cur-
rents.
According to Relief
Commissioner GS Naveen, at
8 pm on Wednesday,
Kushinagar District Magistrate
Umesh Mishra reported that
Khadda tehsil SDM Rishabh
Pundir and ADM (FR)
Vaibhav Mishra had informed
him of a boat capsizing due to
sudden strong currents in the
Badi Gandak river and four
people were stranded in the
strong currents near the
Punihava bridge.
He added that District
Magistrate Umesh Mishra
requested permission for a
nighttime rescue operation.
Permission was granted
promptly, and the State
Disaster Response Force com-
mandant was instructed to

carry out the operation.
ADM (FR) Vaibhav Mishra
reported that upon receiving
permission for the operation,
the SDRF team arrived at the
scene. However, due to intense
darkness, the SDRF team ini-
tially indicated its inability to
proceed with the rescue.
Lighting was quickly arranged,
allowing the rescue operation
to begin.
ADM (FR) Vaibhav Mishra,
SDM Khadda Rishabh Pundir,
and the SDRF team demon-
strated exceptional bravery
and after considerable effort,
successfully rescued all four
individuals trapped in the fast
current of the water within 40
minutes.
Following the rescue, the indi-
viduals underwent medical
check-ups and after receiving
clearance from doctors, were
transported home by car.
District Magistrate Umesh
Mishra revealed that all four
individuals trapped in the
strong current of the Badi
Gandak river were residents of
Bihar. They had gone fishing
in the river late at night when
the flow suddenly increased
and their boat capsized. They
were stranded near the
Punihava bridge due to the
strong current.
Upon receiving information
from the villagers, SDM
Khadda Rishabh Pundir
informed ADM (FR) Vaibhav
Mishra at 8 pm. The rescue
operation commenced imme-
diately, and all four were suc-
cessfully rescued within 40
minutes. ADM (FR) Vaibhav
Mishra identified the indi-
viduals as Rajkumar Sahani,
Bhuwali Sahani, Subhash
Sahani, and Shailesh Kumar,
all from Bagah Narayanpur
Ghat in Bihar.
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Lucknow (PNS): The
Lucknow-Kanpur Expressway,
currently under construction, is
expected to be completed by
mid-next year. A senior official
from the National Highway
Authority of India, the agency
overseeing the project, stated
that construction began in 2022
and approximately 55 per cent
of the work has been complet-
ed. 
“The work is likely to be fin-
ished by June 2025. This will
reduce the travel time between
Kanpur and Lucknow to 45
minutes to one hour. Currently,
travelling via NH27 takes near-

ly two hours due to traffic
congestion at various points
within the city limits of
Lucknow,” he said.
Providing details, the official
mentioned that the Lucknow-
Kanpur Expressway is also
known as the National
Expressway (NE-6).
“This 63-km-long access-con-
trolled highway is designed for
high-speed vehicular traffic
with regulated traffic flow.
Additionally, it’s a six-lane high-
way,” he said.
He further explained that the
expressway will run parallel to
NH27, with about 85 km sep-

arating the existing and the pro-
posed parallel roads. “The
expressway begins at its junc-
tion with NH27 near the
Shaheed Path and connects
Bani, Kantha, Amarsas, and ter-
minates at its junction with
NH27 near Kanpur. It will have
two elevated sections between
Lucknow and Bani, including
one between Amausi and ring
road and another between ring
road and Bani. It will cross the
Ganga Expressway in Unnao
district,” he said. The official
noted that the construction at
Bani was causing minimal traf-
fic disturbance.
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The Uttar Pradesh Police
Recruitment and

Promotion Board has
announced the dates of written
examinations for the direct
recruitment of 60,244 consta-
bles in the civil police. The
exams will be held on August
23, 24, 25, and August 30, 31,
2024, stated an official press
release. The exam held earlier
was cancelled on the demand of
the candidates following allega-
tions of paper leak. Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath had
directed officials to reschedule
the exam within six months,
ensuring adherence to the high-
est standards of fairness and
transparency.
In line with the chief minister’s
commitment to a transparent
and fair examination process,
detailed guidelines were issued
by the UP government on June
19, 2024. These guidelines cover
all aspects of the examination,

including preparation, selection
of centres, candidate verification
and measures to prevent imper-
sonation. The upcoming exam
will be conducted strictly
according to these standards.
The Uttar Pradesh Police
Recruitment and Promotion
Board will conduct the written
exams for the direct recruitment
of 60,244 constable civil police
positions on the scheduled dates.
Due to the Janmashtami festival,
there will be a break in the exam
schedule. The exam will be held
in two shifts each day, with
approximately five lakh candi-
dates appearing in each shift.
Candidates appearing for the
exam will have access to free bus
services provided by the Uttar
Pradesh State Road Transport
Corporation (UPSRTC).
Candidates can avail themselves
of this service as per their con-
venience. To use the bus service,
candidates must download two
extra copies of their admit card.
One copy will be required for

travel to the exam centre, and the
other for the return journey after
the exam, and it must be pre-
sented to the bus conductor.
This arrangement ensures
smooth and accessible participa-
tion of all candidates, reinforc-
ing the commitment to a fair
and transparent recruitment
process.
It is noteworthy that the UP gov-
ernment has notified the Uttar
Pradesh Public Examination
(Prevention of Unfair Means)
Ordinance, 2024 on July 1, 2024,
to prevent unfair means in pub-
lic examinations, such as paper
leaks and tampering with
answer sheets. This ordinance
stipulates that using unfair
means in exams, cheating, facil-
itating cheating, impersonat-
ing, or conspiring to leak ques-
tion papers are considered
crimes and are punishable under
this law. In such cases, fines can
reach up to Rs 1 crore, and
offenders may face life impris-
onment.
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Ahead of the monsoon ses-
sion of the Uttar Pradesh

assembly, Speaker Satish
Mahana has convened an all-
party meeting here on Sunday
to ensure smooth conduct of
the proceedings of the House. 
The meeting of the business
advisory committee of the
assembly has also been con-
vened on the same day to
finalise the agenda of the ses-
sion. As per the tentative agen-
da of the session approved by
the speaker, there are likely to
be five sittings of the House
from July 29 to August 2.
The government has not given
any indication of bringing
important bills like the Finance
Bill for supplementary grants
for the current fiscal 2024-25.
The government is likely to
seek additional grants in view
of the need of resources for the
Kumbh mela in Prayagraj in
January next year.

Moreover, the Yogi Adityanath
government would like to put
its best foot forward ahead of
the coming bypolls to 10
assembly seats in Uttar
Pradesh. These seats fell vacant
as the incumbent MLAs were
elected to Lok Sabha during the
recent parliamentary elections.
Besides the bypolls, the mon-
soon session is important as it
is the first session after the Lok
Sabha elections concluded on
June 1, in which the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party faced
huge setback and its tally was
reduced to mere 33 seats out of
total 80 Lok Sabha seats in UP.
The opposition Samajwadi
Party, upbeat after its improved
tally of Lok Sabha seats, would
do its best to fish in troubled
waters of the BJP. 
The SP has already fired pot-
shots on the BJP following the
rumblings in the ruling party
with Deputy Chief Minister
Keshav Prasad Maurya and
BJP state president Bhupindar

Chaudhary trying to put the
entire blame at the doors of the
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
for the poor performance of the
party in Lok Sabha elections.
SP spokesman Rajendra
Chaudhary said the BJP’s dou-
ble-engine governments at the
Centre and in UP appear to be
on a course of confrontation. 
“The state government did not
say anything when Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman did not make a
mention of UP in the Union
budget,” Chaudhary said.
The SP, which is yet to appoint
a leader of opposition in the
assembly, has already given
indications that it will leave no
opportunity to target the BJP
government in the monsoon
session. Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath is busy setting his
house in order ahead of the
monsoon session.  For the past
couple of days, the chief min-
ister has been holding division-
al meetings and regularly meet-

ing BJP MLAs, MPs, and
organisational leaders to get
feedback about the 2024 poll
outcome. Yogi has directed the
divisional commissioners and
district magistrates to ensure
that complete information is
given by them well in time
about the questions or other
issues raised by legislators in
the assembly and legislative
council.
Meanwhile, Principal Secretary
(Parliamentary Affairs) JP
Singh, in a letter sent to all divi-
sional commissioners and dis-
trict magistrates, said there
should be no doubt about the
facts provided and the quality of
information given by them. He
said all the information being
sent should be signed by the
respective district magistrates.
In another letter, JP Singh said
no meeting of divisional and
district committees, having the
MLAs/MLCs as members,
should be convened by them
during the monsoon session.
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Kushinagar, the land where
Lord Buddha attained

Mahaparinirvana, will soon be
known for its spices. Under the
leadership of the double-engine
government, efforts are being
made with the help of the
National Research Centre on
Seed Spices (NRCSS) in Ajmer
to cultivate a wide array of
spices apart from Kushinagar’s
traditional produce turmeric.
The centre will help farmers
from Kushinagar to grow addi-
tional spices such as coriander,
cumin, fennel, mangrail and

celery. These spices are expect-
ed to enhance the flavour of
dishes not just locally, but also
in the kitchens of every Indian
around the world.
With assistance from the
NRCSS in Ajmer, certain spice
varieties will be cultivated in a
select number of farmers’ fields
during this year’s Rabi crop
season itself.
Ashok Rai, head of the Krishi
Vigyan Kendra in Kushinagar,
notes that turmeric farming
has a long-standing tradition
in the region. The climate of
Kushinagar and its surround-
ings is also conducive to grow-

ing seed spices, presenting a
signif icant opportunity.
Additionally, the local farmers
are knowledgeable, enhancing
the potential for cultivating
high-profit spices.
For several years, BM Tripathi
of Sustainable Human
Development has been focus-
ing on turmeric farming
among farmers with the help
of Tata Trust and Azim Premji
Foundation. Now, he is also
coordinating with the NRCSS
for spice cultivation.
The research centre emphasis-
es the processing of fenu-
greek, fennel, cumin and

carom seeds due to their
flavours and medicinal prop-
erties.
These spices can be made
more nutritious by mixing
them with millets. If the farm-
ers of Kushinagar find spice
cultivation favourable over
time, all these opportunities
will be available to them.
India is also known as the land
of spices.  When the
Portuguese first came to India,
their main goal was to profit
from the Indian spice trade.
About 18 lakh hectares of
land in India is used for spice
cultivation. Cumin is the main

crop in Gujarat and Rajasthan,
while most other spices are
grown in South India.
Spices are the soul of Indian
cuisine. Wherever Indians are
in the world, their kitchens are
unimaginable without spices.
The craze for spices has
increased due to the rise in dis-
eases and the medicinal prop-
erties of spices, especially after
COVID-19. 
Therefore, the potential for
spice cultivation has also
grown. The international air-
port in Kushinagar will further
enhance these prospects in the
coming times.
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The Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment, in its endeavour for

progress and development, has
launched two major initiatives
in Greater Noida. 
The first involves establishing
a Sequential Batch Reactor
technology sewerage treatment
plant in Sector-1 of Greater
Noida with a capacity of 45
MLD, at an investment of Rs
79.57 crore.
The process for selecting agen-
cies and allocating work for this
project, which includes estab-
lishment, operation, and test-
ing, is already underway.
The agency responsible will

first prepare a site environment
plan (SEP), ensuring that var-
ious environmental standards
are met, including monitoring
and minimising air and noise
pollution levels. The plant will
also function as a water recla-
mation facility, with a three-
month trial period established
to assess and implement oper-
ational standards.
A 12-month defect liability
period has been set to address
any issues that may arise.
Additionally, the plant will fea-
ture a disposal channel locat-
ed on the banks of the river
Hindon and will utilise solar
energy to power its hydraulic
pumps.

The plant’s sewage output for
waste management will be col-
lected through a deep gravity
outfall sewer, channelling the
raw sewage into a receiving
chamber. From there, it will be
transported downstream to a
coarse screen, where contam-
inants will be removed. After
screening, the sewage will enter
a wet well to provide adequate
hydraulic retention during
average and peak flow condi-
tions.
Additionally, efforts are under-
way to expedite the Ganga Jal
Project, by completing electri-
cal, mechanical, and civil works
across three zonal reservoirs
with a capacity of 85 cusecs.

This initiative, estimated to
cost Rs 11.44 crore, is being
executed by the Greater Noida
Industrial Development
Authority, with a focus on
ensuring both quality and time-
ly completion.
The Greater Noida Industrial
Development Authority has
outlined an action plan to
complete the project within 12
months, following the selection
of an agency and work alloca-
tion. 
This project focuses on rapid-
ly finishing the electrical,
mechanical, instrumental, and
other civil works in three zonal
reservoirs with a combined
capacity of 85 cusecs.
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The Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment is actively working

towards the comprehensive
development of cities in Uttar
Pradesh and increasing revenue
collection for urban local bod-
ies. As part of these efforts, the
Urban Development depart-
ment has launched the CM-
VNY, expanding various
schemes and missions under
the Mission to Movement ini-
tiative.
Under this scheme, municipal
corporations that achieve at
least a 25 per cent increase in
tax/non-tax revenue will
receive grants ranging from Rs
2.5 crore to Rs 50 crore.

Municipal councils and district
headquarters with a population
over one lakh that see at least
a 15 per cent increase in rev-
enue will be eligible for grants
ranging from Rs 25 lakh to Rs
20 crore.
For municipal councils and
district headquarters with a
population under one lakh, as
well as nagar panchayats that
achieve at least a 10 per cent
revenue increase, the grants will
range from Rs 10 lakh to Rs 5
crore.
In special circumstances, a
maximum fund of Rs 100 crore
per municipal corporation can
be allocated to achieve a rev-
enue increase of over 50 per
cent and implement innovative

projects, revenue-generating
initiatives, and projects of
national or international signif-
icance.
This provision is detailed in the
Standard Operating Procedure
(SOP) for implementing the
CM-VNY.
The scheme aims to boost self-
revenue collection by over 10
per cent compared to the base
year of 2022-23, setting this as
the eligibility criterion. It will
be in effect for five years, start-
ing from 2024-25, with a fund
of Rs 500 crore allocated for the
first year. The scheme will
cover all 762 urban local bod-
ies in Uttar Pradesh.
The initiative will adopt a 3E
approach to promote sustain-

able economic growth, equity,
and environmental protection
across all urban areas in the
state. Urban local bodies will be
categorised into three groups
based on type, population, and
area: Category-1, municipal
corporations (population over
3 lakh); category-2, municipal
councils and district head-
quarters (population over 1
lakh); and Category-3: munic-
ipal councils, nagar panchayats
and district headquarters (pop-
ulation under 1 lakh). Various
projects have been approved for
each category to support the
scheme's objectives.
For the scheme’s budget alloca-
tion, 40 per cent each of the
funds have been reserved for

Category-1 and Category-2,
and 20 per cent for Category-
3 for the financial year 2024-25.
The urban development min-
ister may adjust these alloca-
tions for municipal corpora-
tions, municipal councils, and
nagar panchayats as needed.
Each urban local body will pre-
pare a five-year vision plan and
an annual action plan based on
its requirements, following the
guidelines and consulting with
stakeholders. The action plan
for the first year must be sub-
mitted to the directorate along
with the vision plan. A project
management unit (PMU) will
be established at the directorate
level to support all activities
related to the scheme.
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Two people were killed when
their motorcycle crashed

into a tree in Khejuri area of the
district on Thursday, police
said. 
Santosh Paswar (32) and
Naresh Bharti (35) were return-
ing home in Karmar village
when a goat came in front of
their motorcycle. 
In a bid to save the stray ani-
mal, the rider lost control and
collided with the tree, police
said.  As a result the duo died
on the spot, police said.
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A32-year-old woman and
two others were arrested

here on Thursday for alleged-
ly staging a fake robbery, police
said.  
The accused, Sonam Saxena,
lodged a police complaint
claiming that on Sunday night
some unknown people had
looted her bag full of Rs 21 lakh

cash, they said.
Saxena got the money by sell-
ing a land, which was gifted to
her by her acquaintance
Rajneesh Mishra,
Superintendent of Police (SP)
Ashok Kumar Meena said.

When Mishra got to know
about the sale, he started pres-
suring Saxena to give him the
money she received in advance,
Meena said.

During investigation, it was
found that Saxena staged the
robbery to avoid giving the
money to Mishra, he said.

Saxena, along with Shakib
and Kamran, were arrested
on Thursday,  the
Superintendent of Police said,
adding that she confessed to
the crime during interroga-
tion and the three accused
were sent to jail. 
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Lucknow (PNS): Bahujan
Samaj Party president and for-
mer chief minister of Uttar
Pradesh, Mayawati, has demand-
ed an end to the controversial
National Eligibility cum Entrance
Test (NEET) and restoration of
the old system. Mayawati said, on
Thursday, on 'X', “This matter
regarding the irregularities in
NEET-Graduate Medical
Examination remained hot from
the road to Parliament and the
Supreme Court. Now whatever
be the result, the pain that lakhs
of candidates and their families
have suffered due to this will
always haunt them.”
She said, “'The Centre has so far
failed to assure the country about
conducting such an important
medical examination properly,
which is making the problem
more serious. The old system
should be restored by ending the
NEET UG-PG examination.” The
governments of Tamil Nadu and
West Bengal have also demanded
the restoration of the old medical
entrance examination system.
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In a tragic road accident on
the Agra-Lucknow

Expressway, a bus carrying 150
passengers collided with a
truck around 1 am on
Thursday,  resulting in three
fatalities and multiple injuries.
According to Superintendent of
Firozabad’s Police (Rural)
Ramvijay Singh, the bus was on
its way to Delhi from Bahraich
when the collision took place,
killing the driver and one other
person on the spot. 
Many passengers sustained
injuries and were rushed to
nearby hospitals for treatment,
while about 40-45 passengers
escaped unhurt and were sent
home. S
Singh said police were investi-
gating the cause of the collision.
The deceased were identified as
40-year-old bus driver Irfan of
Hapur and 45-year-old
Ramdev of Ram Nagar,
Bahraich. One body could not
be identified. 
If the passengers are to be
believed, there were 125-150
people in the bus, most of
whom are residents of
Payagpur village of Bahraich
district. 
Everyone was sleeping at the
time of the accident.
The police sent the injured to
hospital by eight ambulances.
Meanwhile, Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath expressed con-
dolences to the bereaved fam-
ilies of the deceased. 
The chief minister instructed
the officials to provide proper
treatment of the injured.




�������������	
	����� 
	���� ���	����

���
����
���������������7�1���,�

Uttar Pradesh Minister of
State (Independent

Charge) for Stamp and Court
Registration Fees Ravindra
Jaiswal held a public hearing in
the Prime Minister’s parlia-

mentary office here on
Thursday. During this, he came
face to face with the problems
of the people and assured their
resolution and disposal. In
many cases, he also directed the
officers concerned by talking
directly to them on mobile
phone to ensure immediate
resolution of problems with
quality. 
In the ‘jansunwai’ (public hear-
ing), the people of the sur-

rounding area informed the
minister about their problems.
Taking cognizance of it Jaiswal
assured to ensure speedy dis-
posal. When Radhika Devi of
Gangapur requested for an
Ayushman card for herself, the
minister directed the chief

medical officer (CMO) to take
action as per rules. When the
people of Chowkaghat area
informed the minister about
the problems of sewer and
electricity, he summoned the
departmental officers con-
cerned and directed them to
solve the problem immediate-
ly.
EMPLOYMENT FAIR: Many
companies have shown interest
in the mega employment fair

held in the city here on
Wednesday. As many as 84 can-
didates got job offers and out
of them, three candidates,
including a woman got the
highest job offer of Rs 3 lakh
per annum package.
The Yogi government is bring-
ing big corporate companies to
the cities to give jobs to the
youth. Youth are getting jobs by
proving their talent in the job
fairs. Companies are offering
jobs to the youth as per their
talent. Employment Fair
incharge of Varanasi Regional
Employment Office Deep
Singh said that 569 candidates
participated in the huge
employment fair organised in
the Employment Office of
Varanasi on Wednesday. Out of
these, 84 youth got employ-
ment in which one woman and
two male youths got the high-
est job offer of � 3 lakh per
annum package for the post of
relationship managers in ICICI
Bank.
He informed that 10 companies
from Agra, Patna and Varanasi
and other places participated in
this job fair, the major ones
being ICICI Bank, C-DAC
India Private Limited of Patna,
Shiv Shakti Agritech Private
Limited, Jan Kalyan Trust, LIC,
Saten Credit Care of Agra,
Goodwill India Management
Group of Companies, Article
Industry, Khetihar Organic
Solution, Pukhraj Health Care
Private Limited etc.
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The Indian Institute of
Information Technology,

Allahabad (IIIT-A) has been
selected for the prestigious
ERASMUS (Eramus +) project
of the European Union.
In this international project,
professors, PhD scholars and
students of Business
Informatics specialisation of
IIIT Allahabad will get oppor-
tunities and support for group
research and projects through
joint research work and confer-
ences, symposia and seminars
with THM University of
Germany.
Research Project Coordinator
Prof OP Vyas  said on
Thursday that a new course
BTech (IT- Business
Informatics) has been started in
IIIT Allahabad from the year
2019 for which proposals are
coming from India and abroad
for joint teaching and research
work. One of the proposals

received from the prestigious
THM University of Germany
has been approved by the
European Union under which
a team of business informatics
experts, researchers and stu-
dents of both the institutes
returned after working for a
week in Germany in the month
of June.
Under the said project, a work-
shop was organised in
Germany on new research and
applications in the field of AI
(Artificial Intelligence) in

which efforts are being made
towards new technology
through AI in the field of
health and medicine.
Professor Vyas said that under
the said project, being conduct-
ed under the guidance of
Professor Mukul Sharad
Sutawane, Director of IIIT-A,
a team of professors and
research students of the
Department of Business
Informatics from Germany is
proposed to visit IIIT-A  in
January 2025.
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New Municipal
Commissioner Sudhir

Kumar Gahlot assumed charge
at the Kanpur Nagar Nigam on
Thursday. He was hitherto
posted as the chief develop-
ment officer (CDO) here.
Immediately after assuming
charge, he held a meeting with
the mayor and other officers
and took stock of the function-
ing of the Nagar Nigam and
other development works.
Talking to mediapersons, he
emphasised on focusing on
revenue recovery, sanitaion
and encroachment. He said
most of the city roads were dea-
maged during the monsoon.
These would be made
motorable after survey, he
added. On the problem of
house tax billing, he said to
accord priority to the issue.
Camps will be held in each
zone and ward to resolve peo-
ple’s problems. He said efforts
will be made to increase rev-
enue recovery to Rs 700 crore
from Rs 500 crore. Besides,
arrangements for sanitation in
the whole city will also be
improved. He said the problem
of waterlogging during rains
will be solved soon. The work
anti-larva spray and fogging
will be intensified. He said the
condition of revenue recovery
in small city like Surat was

much better. He said the major
problem of traffic jam on city
roads was due to encroachment
for which a special drive would
be launched after identification.
After survey in society areas,
the problem of waterlogging
there will also be solved, he
added.
ELECTROCUTED: A youth
was electrocuted after coming
into contact with electric cur-
rent flowing in a table fan in
Gopalpur village under
Bhognipur Kotwali police sta-
tion area of Kanpur Dehat late
on Wednesday night. His kin
took him to the district hospi-
tal in the night itself where the
doctor on emergency duty
declared him dead. Radhey
Shyam (30) was electrocuted
while switching on the fan  
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Former Uttar Pradesh BJP
MLA Udaybhan Karwariya,

sentenced to life in prison for
the 1996 murder of a
Samajwadi Party (SP) legislator,
was released from prison on
Thursday following his pardon
by Governor Anandiben Patel.
Naini Central Jail senior super-
intendent Rang Bahadur Patel
told PTI, “The release orders of
Udaybhan Karwariya were
received on Wednesday
evening. Acting on the order,
he was released on Thursday
morning.”

The governor, using powers
conferred on her under Article
161 of the Constitution, had
passed an order to release
Karwariya after accepting the
state government’s recommen-
dation for his premature
release.
Article 161 empowers the gov-
ernor of a state to grant par-
dons, reprieves, respites or
remissions of punishment or to
suspend, remit or commute the
sentence of any convict against
any law relating to a matter to
which the executive power of
the state extends.
Prayagraj’s senior superinten-

dent of police and the district
magistrate made the recom-
mendation to release
Karwariya, citing his good con-
duct in jail, officials said.
The pardon order was issued
last week. An additional ses-
sions judge in Prayagraj sen-
tenced Karwariya to life in
prison on November 4, 2019,
for the August 1996 murder of
Samajwadi Party MLA Jawahar
Yadav. Yadav was shot dead in
Prayagraj and a case was reg-
istered against Karwariya, his
brothers Kapilmuni Karwariya
and Surajbhan Karwariya and
another. 
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Due to family discord, a
woman allegedly after

hanging her five-year-old son
to death, committed suicide in
the Ajgain Kotwali police sta-
tion area of Unnao on
Thursday morning. Her par-
ents accused her in-laws of
killing her. Reports said that
Shanti (30), wife of Deshraj of
Malaon, Ajgain Kotwali,
Unnao, after hanging her son
Deoraj (5) to death around 6
am on Thursday, also hanged
herself. Her husband Deshraj
was distraught after seeing his

wife and son hanging from
both ends of a saree. On getting
information police rushed to
the spot and carried out inves-
tigation. Deshraj informed that
he was a labourer in Mumbai
and had come to in village five
months ago.  Deshraj is among
three brothers who live separate-
ly.Police have quizzed the hus-
band Deshraj and the residents.
Her parents of Shivdinkheda in
Dahi police station area have
accused the in-laws of their
daughter of killing her and
staged an agitation. Kotwali
incharge Avaneesh Singh
assured to initiate action against

the guilty on the basis of the
autopsy report. He said the
woman, after hanging her son
to death, committed suicide.
TRAGIC END: An elderly
man, returning from morning
walk, was killed by a stray bull
in Hamirpur district on
Wednesday evening. In view of
serious injury his kin took
him to a private hospital and
from there to the Medical
College, Jhansi. But on reach-
ing Jhansi, he succumbed to his
injury. Besides Nidhi (18) of
Pathanpura locality was injured
after being hit by a stray bull
and was admitted to the CHC. 
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The International Rice
Research Institute (IRRI)

organised a special brainstorm-
ing session at the Varanasi-
based IRRI-South Asia
Regional Center (ISARC) on
Wednesday to discuss opportu-
nities to integrate and leverage
artificial intelligence (AI) and
digital-based solutions in rice
cultivation in Uttar Pradesh.
Senior officials of the World
Bank’s 2030 Water Resources
Group and technology compa-
nies like Microsoft,
Click2Cloud etc participated in
this meeting with senior scien-
tists of ISARC. The UP govern-
ment launched an AI Centre of
Excellence (CoE) in Lucknow
in early 2024 to support devel-
opment in key sectors, includ-
ing agriculture in the state and

focus on AI and digital tech-
nologies. In this context, this
brainstorming session was
organised to deliberate on the
use cases and opportunities to
bring the benefits of AI and
digital technologies to rice
farmers in the state under the
Accelerator Pragati Project.
Integrating AI in rice farming can
enhance crop management by
providing real-time data on soil
health, weather and pests,

enabling optimised irrigation,
fertiliser management and pest
control. This will increase yields
and reduce resource use, reduc-
ing costs and environmental
impact. 
AI can also reduce post-harvest
losses through improved storage
and transportation management.
To support agribusiness and agri-
entrepreneurship, AI can help
improve supply chain trans-
parency, efficiency and food

security, while providing market
trend predictions and demand
forecasts. This will ultimately
empower farmers, boost pro-
ductivity, support sustainability
and enhance sector efficiency and
resilience of rice-based agri-food
systems. In the meeting, leading
scientists of ISARC also dis-
cussed low emission rice tech-
nologies that can help reduce
greenhouse gas emissions with-
out affecting rice productivity.
These technologies will boost
global efforts to fight climate
change and AI integration will
give further impetus to these
efforts. This collaborative discus-
sion laid a strong foundation for
the next phases of the project so that
concrete steps can be taken to rev-
olutionise rice production, pro-
mote sustainable practices and
enhance the livelihood of farm-
ers through integration of AI. 
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The three-day 53rd Regional
Sports Competitions (Boys)

started at the Kendriya
Vidyalaya IIT Kanpur on
Thursday. As many as 246
children and 40 escorts from 33
Kendriya Vidyalayas from
Lucknow region are taking
part in different sports, includ-
ing basketball, badminton,
lawn tennis, table tennis and
swimming.  The winners will
be selected for the national level
competitions.
The programme began with a
welcome song by the students
of the vidyalaya. A mesmeris-
ing Bharatanatyam dance per-
formance was also a part of the
cultural programme. The
school children presented a
mesmerising yoga demonstra-
tion. The chief guest of the pro-
gramme was Sanjeev Pathak, a

national and international-
level table tennis player, who
was welcomed by the Principal
Ravish Chandra Pandey. The
school’s sports teacher,
Vandana Rathore, adminis-
tered the oath to the partici-
pants. In his address, chief
guest Sanjeev Pathak encour-
aged all participants to work

hard and give their best in the
sports competitions. The entire
programme reflected the spir-
it of “Khelo India and Fit
India”. The programme con-
cluded with the national
anthem. The vote of thanks
and anchoring of the pro-
gramme was done by Priyanka
Tiwari.
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‘Mirzapur’ web series actor
Anjum Sharma, and his

wife Neelima Sharma, a
voiceover artist, attended as the
chief guests in an interactive ses-
sion, organised by the Institute
of Management Studies, Banaras
Hindu University (IM-BHU) here
on Thursday.   “Knowledge, wis-
dom, control and power give you
spontaneity,” said Mirzapur web
series actor Anjum Sharma, in an
interactive session held by IM-
BHU. “Training is essential for
excellence in work,” he said, shar-
ing how he started his career with
theatre and how he gained expe-
rience by doing internships with

big cinematographers, and later
started doing stage plays.
Giving his opinion on fashion, he
said that what looks good and
makes one comfortable should be
fashion. Explaining the trend of
OTT, he said that theatre audi-
ences are moving towards OTT.
“If your product is credible, it
becomes a force that no one can
stop”, he added.  IM-BHU
Director Prof Ashish Bajpai and
Dean of the Faculty of
Management Studies (FMS) Prof
SK Dubey commenced the pro-
gramme with a welcome note and
by presenting a memento. Student
advisor Dr Shashi Srivastava
conducted the programme and
coordinated the session.
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Preparations for the Maha
Kumbh to be held on the

banks of Sangam are going on
in full swing. There is a special
focus on health, security and
cleanliness in this Maha
Kumbh Mela.
In the same series, there is a
plan to build two large tempo-
rary central hospitals for the
convenience of devotees com-
ing from all over the country.
A large temporary one was
built in the Kumbh of the year
2019, but this time due to

more crowd, it will be made
two. Along with this, 10 sector
hospitals will be built which
will be built in different sectors.
For this, instructions have been
given to the officials concerned
in the meeting of the apex com-
mittee by Chief Secretary
Manoj Kumar Singh. Along
with this, renovation of com-
munity health centres (CHCs)
and primary health centres
(PHCs) in Prayagraj,
Pratapgarh, Fatehpur and
Kaushambi at a cost of Rs
21.24 crore and construction of
Warehouse Teliyarganj near

the Maha Kumbh Mela area
will be done.
The chief secretary said the
upcoming Maha Kumbh-2025
should be clean and green. The
toilets installed in the mela area
should be clean. To ensure
that the toilets are being
cleaned daily or not, inspection
should be done by a third
party. Polluted water should not
flow into the Ganga. Action
should be taken to connect 100 per
cent houses to the sewer line. He
said the devotees coming to the
Mela area should not face any kind
of inconvenience in movement.

Better security and traffic arrange-
ments should be ensured by mak-
ing a plan.
Special arrangements should be
made for foreign tourists and
VIP guests coming to the Maha
Kumbh. As many as 55 premium
tents will be set up by the Tourism
department in the Parade Ground
of the mela area at a cost of Rs 351
lakh. The work of road widening,
strengthening and beautification
from IERT culvert (near the
Peepal tree) to the Ganga river
bank will be done by the Prayagraj
Development Authority (PDA)
at a cost of �789.34 lakh.
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An elderly man was killed
when the motorcycle he

was riding was hit hard by an
unidentified vehicle on the
Koraon Kohdar national high-
way late at night in Meja.  On
getting information the police
took the body into possession
and sent it for the post-mortem
examination. Reports said that
Ram Bahadur (65) of Hargarh
village under Meja police sta-
tion  had come to drop his
neighbour’s relative in Tarav
village of Koraon police station
area on his bike.
While returning after dropping
him, he fell on the middle of
the road after being hit by an
unknown vehicle near Gaura
village on the national highway.
He died on the spot.
In the morning when the vil-

lagers woke up, they saw that
someone was lying dead in the
middle of the road in an acci-
dent and a huge crowd of peo-
ple gathered there. The people
informed the Koraon police
about the incident. The police
reached the spot and took him
to the Community Health
Centre (CHC) in Koraon by  an
ambulance where the doctors
declared him dead.
The family was informed about
the incident through mobile
phone. As soon as the family
got the information about the
accident, they became incon-
solable. The deceased has five
daughters and a son. His son
Ram Prasad said that his father
had gone to drop Rakesh
Adivasi, a relative of a neigh-
bour, to Tarav village. After
having dinner there, he left for
home around 11 pm. But he

did not reach home till morn-
ing. He was thinking of calling
him in the morning, when he
got the news of his father's
death.
On the other hand, police sta-
tion in charge Rakesh Kumar
Bharti said  on the complaint
of Ram Prasad a case was reg-
istered against unidentified
persons and the body was sent
for post-mortem. Further pro-
ceedings are underway.
Meanwhile troubled by debt
and studies, Rajesh Kumar
(21) committed suicide by
hanging himself in his room. 
MEMORANDUM SUBMIT-
TED: Angry over the alleged
gang rape of a minor girl in
Nagar Panchayat Koraon in
Meja, family members and
people gheraoed the Koraon
police station here on
Thursday. A memorandum

addressed to the Police
Commissioner Prayagraj was
handed over to the newly
appointed station in-charge
Nitin Shukla for taking action.
The victim’s father filed a com-
plaint against two named
accused and an unidentified
person. The police registered a
case and arrested two named
accused in the case and sent
them to jail. The angry family
members and people gheraoed
the police station again on
Thursday and handed over a
memorandum for action of
the remaining accused.
Demand was made to deploy
police force near all inter col-
leges, at the pink police booth
established near Gopal
Vidyalaya, trace the vehicle
involved in the incident and
and arrest the remaining
accused immediately.
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The activists of Namami
Gange performed Maa

Ganga’s aarti at Assi Ghat here
on Thursday on the eve of
beginning of Paris Olympics-
2024 wishing for a better perfor-
mance of the country’s Olympic
participants.  Till date, India’s best
performance was seen in the last
Tokyo Olympics in 2020 when
the country’s team won seven
medals, including a gold medal
for first time in track and field
event. Defending gold medal
winner Neeraj Chopra will try
again to repeat his show at Paris
this time.  Namami Gange mem-
bers encouraged the players by
carrying the national flag on the
banks of Ganga river apart from
raising slogans like ‘Bharat Vijayi
Bhava’. They also raised the pic-
tures of Olympic players and
sought blessings for them from
Lord Vishwanath. Through plac-
ards, they encouraged the Indian

Olympic team and appealed to
the people to keep the morale of
the Indian Olympic team high. 
Regional coordibator of Namami
Gange (Kashi Region) Rajesh
Shukla said the Indian players
have worked hard and the hopes
of 140 crore Indians are on the
Indian Olympic team. While  extend-
ing best wishes, he said the whole
country is supporting the Olympic
team and it is the wish of Kashi res-
idents that the Indian team wins a
lot of medals. City in-charge
Pushpalatha Verma, Amit Tyagi,
Shalini Tyagi, Nimesh Solanki,
Ravi Tiwari, Ashok Upadhyay,
Swami Jagdish, Swami
Narayandas etc were present.

/��:��"&�>
:�$"�!
&�;�
$#��%����%�= ,���!�


2��!#��$= ������$

���
��"��A$
��%%��
#�����!����


���
����
���������������/����1

The District Legal Service
Authority (DLSA) with the

help of voluntary organisation
‘Apradh Mukt Samajik Chikitsa
Samiti’ organised a camp in the
district jail here on Wednesday.
Clinical psychologist Dr
Aradhana Gupta and her team
comprising Pawan Mishra and
Deepak Kumar counselled the
inmates. 
Jail Superintendent Dr BD
Pandey said the programme
was chaired by the Additional
District and Session
Judge/Secretary, DLSA, Shubhi
Gupta. Psychologist Dr
Aradhana Gupta suggested
some ways to prevent depres-
sion, the main being keeping
busy in any positive activity like
sports, yoga practice, painting
etc. In order to keep them ten-
sion free, she stressed on doing
work and interacting with more
and more people to ward off
loneliness/depression. Jail
Superintendent Dr BD Pandey

expressed gratitude to the psy-
chologist Dr Aradhana Gupta
and her team for organising the
camp and urged her to keep on
conducting the same in future
also. 
Samiti chairman Ashutosh
Bajpai, general secretary
Yogesh Bajpai, Secretaries
Ankush and Rajesh, Medical
Officer Dr Samir Narain, jailor
Manish Kumar, pharmacist
Indrajit Singh Rana, deputy
jailors Arun Kumar Singh,
Kamal Chandra and Prem
Narain were present.
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Chief of Defence Staff (CDS)
General Anil Chauhan has

conveyed his felicitations and
wishes to all ranks of the armed
forces on the occasion of the
25th anniversary of the Kargil
War.
In his message, he underscored
that the supreme sacrifices
made by the brave hearts in
Kargil War, will not go in vain.
“It will continue to inspire and
motivate future generations of
not only soldiers but also the
youth of the nation,” he said.
Highlighting the uniqueness of
the Kargil War, the CDS said,
there were lessons in the war
for not only the military but for
all those who deal with nation-
al security. He stressed that the
lessons learnt by shedding
blood must not be forgotten,
the mistakes must not be
repeated and the right lessons
must be reinforced.
Regarding the ongoing reforms
in the Armed Forces, General
Chauhan underlined that the
Tri-services are on the thresh-
old of a major reform, that

range from organisational,
structural, conceptual to cul-
tural.
“The underlying aim of these
reforms is to improve fighting
efficiency and keep the Armed
Forces battle ready at all times.
We must be prepared to shed
the obsolete practices and
adopt new ones. The shape and
contour of reforms must reflect
the uniqueness of the Indian
environment and challenges,”
he said.On the occasion, CDS
assured the citizens that the
Armed Forces remain enthused
with new energy as the nation
steps into the Amritkaal and
are determined to march in
step with the rest of the coun-
try to make India a ‘Viksit
Bharat’.
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There has been no incident
of paper leak reported in

the recruitment examinations
conducted by the Union Public
Service Commission (UPSC),
Staff Selection Commission
(SSC), Railway Recruitment
Board (RRB) and Institute of
Banking Personnel Selection
(IBPS), during the last two
years, the Rajya Sabha was
informed on Thursday.
“Recently, National Testing
Agency (NTA) conducted
NEET(UG) examination on
May 5, 2024 in OMR (Pen and
paper) mode. Certain cases of
alleged irregularities/cheat-
ing/impersonation/malprac-
tices were reported,” Union
Minister of State for Personnel
Jitendra Singh said in a written
reply.
After review, the matter was
entrusted to the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI) for com-
prehensive investigation on
June 22, 2024, he said.
“No incidence/event of paper
leakage has been reported in
the recruitment examinations
conducted by Union Public
Service Commission (UPSC),
Staff Selection Commission
(SSC), Railway Recruitment
Board (RRB) and Institute of
Banking Personnel Selection
(IBPS), during the last two
years,” Singh said.In order to
provide for prevention of unfair
means in public examinations,
the Government has enacted
the Public Examination
(Prevention of Unfair means)
Act, 2024, which has been
brought into force vide and
subsequently rules under this
law have also been notified, he
added.The Minister also
informed the Upper House
that the National Recruitment
Agency (NRA) is conducting a
detailed study of the prevalent
recruitment systems in central
and State Governments to con-
duct a free and fair examina-
tion.
The NRA, mandated to con-
duct online examinations to
screen Government job aspi-
rants, was given an approval in
2020 by the Union cabinet.
“NRA is conducting a detailed
study of the prevalent recruit-
ment systems in central and
State Governments and the
procedure followed by various
Public Examination Authorities
(PEAs) for conduct of exami-
nation and also examining the
issues which are likely to arise
in the new examination system
and address them ab initio so
as to conduct a free and fair
examination,” Singh said in a
written reply. The Minister
was responding to a query
whether the NRA has con-
ducted any recruitment tests
since its inception. Singh said
the NRA is also in the process
of developing protocols and
policy frameworks to address
various issues associated with
conduct of the new examina-
tion system as well as evolving
effective means for ensuring
compliance of normative stan-
dards and guidelines by all con-
cerned.He said four Governing
Body meetings have been held
since the inception of the NRA,
which functions from its head-
quarters at New Delhi.
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An Indian Army contingent
on Thursday departed for

the Multinational Military
Exercise KHAAN QUEST. The
exercise is scheduled to be con-
ducted from July 27-August 9 at
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, defence
ministry said here.
Giving details, officials said the
exercise will bring together mil-
itary forces from around the
world to collaborate and
enhance their peacekeeping
capabilities. Last edition of
Exercise KHAAN QUEST was
conducted in Mongolia from
June 19-July 2 last year. The
exercise first started as a bilateral
event between USA and
Mongolian Armed Forces in the
year 2003. Subsequently, from
the year 2006 onwards the exer-
cise graduated to a Multinational
Peacekeeping Exercise with cur-
rent year being the 21st iteration.
The Indian Army contingent
comprising 40 personnel is
being represented mainly by

troops from a battalion of the
Madras Regiment along with
personnel from other arms and
Services. One Woman Officer
and two Women Soldiers will
also form part of the contingent.
Aim of Exercise KHAAN
QUEST is to prepare Indian
Armed Forces for peacekeeping
missions while operating in a
multinational environment,
thereby increasing interoper-
ability and military readiness in
peace support operations under
Chapter VII of United Nations
Charter. The exercise will focus
on high degree of physical fit-
ness, joint planning and joint
tactical drills.
Tactical drills to be practiced
during the exercise will include
establishment of Static and
Mobile Check Points, Cordon
and Search Operations,
Patrolling, Evacuation of
Civilians from Hostile Area,
Counter Improvised Explosive
Device drills, Combat First Aid
and Casualty Evacuation, among
others.
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Tribal families displaced
from Chhattisgarh due to

Leftwing extremism are unwill-
ing to return to the state despite
the availability of rehabilitation
schemes and security arrange-
ments through security camps,
the Government told
Parliament.
Replying to a question by
Congress MP Phulo Devi
Netam, Union Minister of State
for Tribal Affairs Durgadas
Uikey told the Rajya Sabha that
the State Government had
formed teams to conduct sur-
veys in the adjoining districts
of neighbouring Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh to identify
tribal families displaced from
Chhattisgarh due to leftwing
extremism.
He said a total of 10,489 tribal
people from 2,389 families
were displaced from the
Sukma, Bijapur and Dantewada
districts due to leftwing
extremism. A total of 9,702
tribal people were displaced
from Sukma, 579 from Bijapur
and 208 from Dantewada.
“The families so affected were
unwilling to return to their
original villages/place despite
providing them the informa-
tion of rehabilitation schemes
of the State Government and
the security arrangement avail-
able through security camps,”
the Minister said.
The Union Tribal Affairs
Ministry and the National
Commission for Scheduled
Tribes had, in July 2019, asked
Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana and
Maharashtra to conduct a sur-
vey to ascertain the number of
tribal people displaced due to
leftwing extremism before
December 13, 2005, so that a
process could be initiated to
rehabilitate them.
The states were given three
months to complete the survey.
In October 2019, the home
ministry also wrote to these
State Governments to deter-
mine how many tribal people
had been displaced from
Chhattisgarh.According to trib-
al rights activists who have
repeatedly raised the issue with
the National Commission for
Scheduled Tribes and the trib-
al affairs ministry, an estimat-
ed 50,000 tribal people were
displaced from Chhattisgarh
due to leftwing extremism.
They now live in 248 settle-
ments in the forests of Odisha,
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana
and Maharashtra.
These people are living in
deplorable conditions without
access to drinking water and
electricity. They receive lower
wages and most of them do not
have ration cards or voter IDs,
making it impossible to prove
their citizenship, one tribal
rights activist told PTI.
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Veteran filmmaker Shekhar
Kapur, known for films such

as  ‘Mr India’, ‘Bandit Queen’ and
‘Elizabet’, has been appointed
festival director for the
International Film Festival of
India (IFFI).
Kapur will head the festival, held
annually in Goa, for the 55th and
56th editions, the Information
and Broadcasting Ministry said
in a notification.
“With the approval of the
Competent Authority, it has been
decided to appoint Shri Shekhar
Kapur as the Festival Director for
the 55th and 56th editions of the
International Film Festival of
India, Goa,” the notification read.
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The Rajya Sabha on
Thursday saw debate on

issues like minimum support
price (MSP) to makhana (fox
nut) farmers in Bihar, staff
recruitment in Ekalavya
schools and an appeal to the
Government to allocate � 83.52
crore for the development of
the Ganagapura Dattatreya
Temple in Karnataka's
Kalaburagi.
Raising the makhana issue,
RJD MP A D Singh urged the
Government to establish a
makhana farmers' cooperative
in Bihar, and extend mini-
mum support price (MSP) for
the crop.Raising the issue dur-
ing Zero Hour in the Rajya
Sabha, Singh highlighted that
Bihar accounts for about 90 per
cent of India's total makhana
(fox nut) production, with cul-
tivation primarily concentrat-
ed in nine districts of the
Mithila region. The crop is
largely grown by the Malar
community.
“Despite its significance, farm-
ers are not receiving fair prices
for their produce,” Singh said,
pointing out the stark dispari-
ty between international
wholesale rates and farmers'
earnings.
“While makhana fetches up to
Rs 8,000 per kg in the interna-
tional market, farmers struggle
to get even Rs 400 per kg due
to lack of Government sup-
port,” he said.
Emphasising the labour-inten-

sive nature of fox nut cultiva-
tion, Singh advocated for the
formation of a cooperative to
improve the livelihood of the
Malar community. 
He urged the Government to
implement an MSP regime for
the crop.
Fox nut is recognised for its
high nutritional value. Bihar's
annual production of 10,000
tonnes constitutes 90 per cent
of the national output. Notably,
India caters to 80 per cent of
the global fox nut demand.
Singh also noted that fox nut
thrives in water-abundant
areas, making it a suitable crop
for certain regions of Bihar.
DMK MP Tiruchi Siva urged
the Government to hand back
the responsibility of staff
recruitment for the Ekalavya
Model Residential Schools
(EMRS) to State Governments.
Speaking during Zero Hour,
Siva cited concerns over
decreased student engagement
due to hiring of individuals
from North India for schools in
the South.

The MP highlighted the inef-
ficiencies arising from the
recent shift in recruitment
from State Governments to
the National Education Society
for Tribal Students (NESTS).
This centralised approach,
aimed at addressing teacher
shortages across 400 EMRS by
filling 38,000 positions nation-
ally, has led to unintended
consequences, according to
Siva.”The first batch of 303
principals, 707 junior secre-
tarial assistants, and other staff
now primarily consists of indi-
viduals from North Indian
states appointed across South
India,” Siva said. He argued that
this mismatch is detrimental to
education, where understand-
ing local tribal culture and
context is crucial.
The DMK leader pointed out
that the mandatory Hindi
requirement in hiring criteria
has resulted in communication
gaps, affecting teaching effec-
tiveness. “New staff members
are burdened with learning
the local language within two

years,” he added.
Siva urged the Government to
revert the recruitment respon-
sibility to respective State
Governments. “Education is
on the concurrent list. I urge
the Government to bring it
back to the state list,” he
emphasised, calling for serious
consideration of the issue.
BJP MP Jaggesh urged the
Government to allocate Rs
83.52 crore for the develop-
ment of the Ganagapura
Dattatreya Temple in
Karnataka's Kalaburagi.
Speaking in Kannada during
Zero Hour, Jaggesh highlight-
ed the temple's significance as
a major pilgrimage site located
on the banks of the River
Bhima. He noted that devotees
from across the country visit
the holy place.”The temple
premises are too small, sur-
rounded by houses and shops.
It's becoming difficult to man-
age the increasing number of
pilgrims and provide adequate
facilities,” Jaggesh said.The MP
emphasised the need for
widening roads connecting to
the temple. He mentioned that
the Dattatreya Samithi has pre-
pared a master plan for the
development.
In a separate appeal, BJP MP
Sikandar Kumar called for
improving rail connectivity to
the Tara Devi and Hanuman
temples in Himachal Pradesh.
The demands come as part of
ongoing efforts to enhance
infrastructure at religious sites
across the country.
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President Droupadi Murmu,
who completed two years in

office on Thursday, took up the
role of a teacher and interact-
ed with students on the issue of
global warming and ways to
check it.
During an interactive session
with Class 9 students of Dr
Rajendra Prasad Kendriya
Vidyalaya in the President's
Estate here, she emphasised the
need for water conservation
and encouraged them to plant
more trees in a bid to reduce
the impact of climate change.
“I was thinking for the past
many days to talk to you as
today's kids are very talented.
There is so much to learn
from them,” she said, address-
ing the class of 53 students.
At the beginning of her inter-
action, the President asked the
students about their ambitions
and subjects they liked and
expressed her happiness after
learning that they aspired to
become scientists and doctors,

among others.
“Around the world, scientists,
people, administrators and
rulers conduct symposiums,
summits and seminars on a
very big problem. 
Do you know what it is?”
President Murmu asked and
immediately got answers as
“climate change”, “global warm-
ing” and “environmental pol-
lution”.
The president said she was
taught in school about six sea-
sons but “we feel only four”.
“Out of these four, we feel
summer for the maximum
time because of global warm-
ing. 
Day by day, the temperature is
rising and not only humans but
animals, birds and trees all feel
its impact,” President Murmu
said.
Because of global warming,
parts of the country face
drought. Thus, there is a need
to conserve water, she said.
“Children also know that the
environment is getting pollut-
ed and we should plant more
trees. 

We should also take steps to
reduce water wastage and con-
serve it. We should make rain-
water harvesting pits to con-
serve water,” President Murmu
said.
Asserting that more trees than
needed were being cut, the
President said there was a need
to have more trees, conserve
forests and reduce air pollution,
then “we will be able to check
(global warming) in future”.
She also talked about the 'Ek
Ped Maa Ke Naam' initiative
started by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and asked the

students to plant a tree on their
birthdays.
“I really felt very good inter-
acting with you all. I got the
opportunity to learn a lot from
you. You are studying in Class
9 and you are so talented. You
are very aware about the impact
of global warming. 
I am sure, when you grow up,
global warming will definitely
be reduced (with all people's
effort),” she said while con-
cluding her interaction on the
day she completed two years of
her presidency.
Born on June 20, 1958, at
Uparbeda village in Odisha's
Mayurbhanj district, she was
sworn in as the country's 15th
president on July 25, 2022.
Before taking over the top
constitutional office, she was
the governor of Jharkhand
from 2015 to 2021.
An avid reader with a keen
interest in spirituality, President
Murmu has devoted her life to
empowering the downtrodden
and the marginalised sections,
besides deepening the democ-
ratic values.
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Union Civil Aviation
Minister Ram Mohan

Naidu Kinjarapu on Thursday
promised to conduct an
enquiry into allegations of
abrupt fare hike when MPs try
to book tickets on Air Vistara
airline, following complaints by
MPs and a nudge by Lok Sabha
Speaker Om Birla. He assured
the House that his primary
focus remains on enhancing
the 'Ease of Flying' for all citi-
zens.
Raising the issue during
Question Hour in Lok Sabha
through a supplementary ques-
tion, DMK member Dayanidhi
Maran alleged that whenever
he tries to book ticket on Air
Vistara for the Chennai-Delhi
route, initially it shows a price
in the range of around Rs
25,000. However, by the time
he concludes the whole book-
ing process, the fare goes up by
two to three times more, he
alleged.
The DMK leader wondered
whether some technology
applied by TCS, a software
giant belonging to the same
Tata group, drives up the air
fare.
Intervening in the discussion,
Birla said he had received sim-
ilar complaints from a few
other MPs too and the matter
should be thoroughly investi-
gated as the “money of the tick-
ets goes from Parliament”. At
this, the Minister replied: “We
will get the matter

inquired”.Parliament sources
said the MPs are entitled to
travel by business class.
Replying to another question,
Naidu said ever since he has
taken over the charge of the
civil aviation ministry, he has
been trying make air travel
affordable for the common
people.However, he said, the air
fare is market driven and lots
of factors come into play while
deciding the fare of any sector.
“Customer is king and that is
the priority of the ministry. We
will do whatever we can to
make the air travel affordable,”
he said.
The Minister also said that he
will look into the allegations of
high air fare during holiday
season on international routes.
“As far as regulation of airfare
is concerned, the government
does not regulate the fares set
by airlines- Indian or foreign.
The fares on any route are
dependent on seasonality, hol-
idays and festivals, cost of avi-
ation turbine fuel, competition
and other similar factors,” he
said.
Naidu said airline pricing runs

in multiple levels (buckets or
RBDs) which are in line with
the practice being followed
globally and due to dynamic
fare pricing, the tickets bought
in advance are much cheaper
than those purchased near the
travel date.     
He said under the provisions of
Rule 135(1) of the Aircraft
Rules, 1937, the airlines are free
to fix tariffs, having regard to
all relevant factors, including
cost of operation, characteris-
tics of services, generally pre-
vailing tariff etc.
“DGCA's Tariff Monitoring
Unit (TMU) ensures that the
fares being charged by the air-
lines are as per the tariff estab-
lished by the airlines. 
At present, there is no propos-
al in the ministry to intervene
with the existing regulatory
framework on airfare,” he said.
Naidu, in his debut session,
demonstrated exceptional
capability by proactively
addressing the MPs' questions
and providing comprehensive
answers. His performance was
met with admiration and sup-
port from his peers.
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The Lok Sabha was
adjourned twice in the

post-lunch period on Thursday
as a war of words broke out
between the treasury and
Opposition benches, triggered
by Congress MP Charanjit
Singh Channi's spat with BJP's
Ravneet Singh Bittu.
Participating in a debate on the
Union Budget, Channi referred
to the assassination of Bittu's
grandfather, former Punjab
Chief Minister Beant Singh.
This led to a war of words
between Channi and Bittu,
who recently quit the Congress
to join the BJP.
Bittu, the Minister of State for
Railways and Food Processing
Industries, countered by mak-
ing certain personal remarks
against Channi and former
Congress President Sonia
Gandhi, triggering an uproar.
Amid the angry exchange of
words, Congress member
Amrinder Singh Raja Warring
tried to enter the Well of the
House, but was stopped by
Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi.From the treasury
benches, Bittu also tried to
enter the Well.
BJP member Sandhya Ray,
who was in the chair, then
adjourned the proceedings for
30 minutes till 2 pm.
When the House reconvened,
Defence Minister and Deputy
Leader of the Lok Sabha
Rajnath Singh urged Speaker

Om Birla to remove any unpar-
liamentary references and con-
tinue with the debate.
Birla also directed the treasury
and the opposition members to
maintain the dignity of the
House, adding that ministers
especially should not break
the rules. Channi then pro-
ceeded to conclude his speech.
He mentioned the meeting of
Rahul Gandhi with some
farmer leaders on Wednesday,
adding that they had also
sought time to meet the prime
minister. 
Channi also accused the gov-
ernment of not keeping its
promises to the farmers.
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal intervened and accused
the Congress MP of misleading
the House, saying he should
authenticate the allegations he

was making.
Channi accused the ruling
party members of obstructing
his speech and alleged that the
government was overlooking
farmers. He stressed that the
farmers had several demands,
including one for a loan waiv-
er.
As he alleged that National
Security Act provisions were
invoked against protesting
farmers, Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju said
Channi should authenticate
the allegations and accused
him of misleading the House.
Rijiju also urged the chair to
move a privilege motion
against Channi. The war of
words between the ruling and
the opposition benches went on
even after Channi concluded
his speech.

As Nationalist Congress Party
MP Tatkare Sunil Dattatrey
started his speech, Trinamool
Congress MP Kalyan Banerjee
objected to a Minister taking
the seat next to the member.
Speaker Birla clarified that
seats have not been allotted yet,
and the Minister was sitting on
a seat meant for NDA mem-
bers.Banerjee then said he
would also sit on a different
seat, and sat on the treasury
benches' side. He later returned
to his seat.As the ruckus con-
tinued, Jagadambika Pal, who
was then in chair, adjourned
the House till 3 pm. The House
resumed normal functioning
after it met at 3 pm.
Speaking outside Parliament
later, Bittu accused former
Punjab Chief Minister Channi
of indulging in “anti-national”
behaviour.
“An ex-CM was behaving like
an anti-national, and is mis-
leading the world through the
House. What did he do? He
said NSA was imposed on
farmers, while NSA has been
imposed on those who were
trying to divide the country
and Punjab,” Bittu said.
“An ex-CM made remarks that
were aimed at dividing the
country and Punjab, and
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
was sitting there. When I said
on the floor that he should pro-
vide evidence, he went on
back-foot. 
The Congress party and INDI
alliance have been embarrassed
because of him,” Bittu said.
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Union budget 2024- a
thrust on agriculture
for a visit bharatBiju

DharmapalanIn the Union
Budget 2024 presented by
Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman,
great emphasis has been
placed on agriculture and
space. Both are essential pil-
lars for transforming our
country into a developed
nation. 
The latter is futuristic, and the
former is the lifeline of the
present generation. No nation
can survive without the farm-
ing community, and they are
the ‘Annadata’. In the chang-
ing global climate and envi-
ronmental conditions, the
traditional farming sector
would not be sufficient to feed
the population. The govern-
ment has allocated
Rs.1,51,851 crores for the
agricultural and allied sectors.
Stress has been given to agri-
cultural research to increase
productivity and release 109
new high-yielding and cli-
mate-resilient varieties of 32
field and horticulture crops. 
Climate-resilient crops have
become essential under the
prevailing global climatic con-
ditions. During the past few
years, we have noticed
changes in the climate in

various parts of the country.
We had severe summers even
in high altitudes of the
Himalayas and a deficit in
rain during the monsoons.
This has badly affected the
agricultural sector, where
most of our crop cultivation
is based on climatic patterns. 
Farmers are forced to grow
temperate plants like apples
and grapes in plains. People
are even trying to grow rain-
fed crops like paddy in garden
pots. Change in agricultural
patterns is inevitable. Climate
change affects agriculture in
numerous ways. Heat stress
triggers alterations in respira-
tion and photosynthesis,
resulting in a reduced life
cycle and decreased plant
yield. Additionally, higher
temperatures can lead to
increased evapotranspiration,
necessitating more water for
crops when water resources

are scarcer.Experiencing
drought-like situations in sev-
eral parts of the country due
to climate changes has badly
affected the soil health, mak-
ing the farmland unhealthy
for future farming. Moreover,
the frequency and severity of
droughts are expected to rise,
particularly in regions that are
already water-stressed.
Drought conditions reduce
crop yields and affect soil
health, making it more diffi-
cult for future crops to grow. 
On the other hand, excessive
rainfall and flooding, becom-
ing more common, can
destroy crops, erode soil, and
wash away essential nutrients.
Extreme weather patterns
will not only affect crop pro-
ductivity and microbial bio-
diversity, which keeps our
planet healthy.In addition, it
will expedite the emergence of
new pests and diseases that
may affect crop growth and
productivity. The emergence
of new diseases may even lead
to a pandemic affecting sev-
eral crop species across the
globe. This may jeopardise
our food security. Developing
resilient crops for the next
century is a challenging task.
It requires significant invest-
ment in research and devel-

opment. Our laboratories in
the agricultural universities
need thorough transforma-
tion. They need to be
equipped with state-of-the-art
facilities that can handle mol-
ecular breeding programmes
and large crop phenomics
facilities that can speed up the
development of new crop
varieties. Our scientific com-
munity should acknowledge
the farmers and share the
benefits of the genes taken
from traditional varieties for
developing resilient crops. 
By promoting healthy soils,
biodiversity, and resilience,
natural farming has the
potential to support long-
term food security and envi-
ronmental health. 
Agriculture is not merely an
occupation; it is the bedrock
of our food supply and a crit-
ical component in balancing
the health of our planet. So,
we need to promote and
incentivise our  farmers who
take up new technologies so
that farming remains a viable
and respected profession for
youngsters. 

(The writer is an adjunct
faculty at the National

Institute of Advanced
Studies, Bengaluru; views

are personal)  
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Madam — The Telangana-cadre IAS
officer Smita Sabharwal is being criti-
cized for questioning the need for a dis-
ability quota in civil services. She asked
the "rights activists" to examine why the
policy was yet to be implemented in
police services, foreign services, and the
defense sector. By raising such ques-
tions, she violated the code of conduct
for civil servants and is punishable
under the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act 2016 and other relevant
laws. Prominent coach and mentor of
civil services aspirants in Hyderabad,
Bala Latha Mallavarapu, challenged
Smita to sit for the UPSC examination
again and beat her score. The Supreme
Court recently ruled in favor of Pankaj
Kumar Srivastava, a 100 percent visu-
ally impaired candidate who cleared the
Civil Services Examination in 2009
but was denied an appointment. This
ruling marks a significant milestone in
the fight for disability rights in India.
inappropriate remarks.

Yash Pal Ralhan| Jalandhar

"����#��$���#��%�����$������
Madam —Joe Biden Withdraws from
Presidential RaceMadam,Accepting the
views of prominent Democratic leaders,
including former President Barack
Obama, President Joe Biden has
announced his withdrawal from the
presidential race. Age is not on his side,
and Donald Trump, after surviving an
assassination attempt, has gained
momentum. Vice President Kamala
Harris is likely to take on the aging
Donald Trump. In India, Kamala Harris’
presumptive nomination elicited only
lukewarm enthusiasm. During the 2019
election campaign, she criticised Prime
Minister Modi’s policies on Kashmir,
saying, “We have to remind Kashmiris
that they are not alone in the world.”
The possibility of tension in relations
between the two countries, despite
statements of warm friendship, cannot
be ignored.

Haridasan Rajan | Kozhikode

"&�'�����������
Madam — Apropos the news headline
"Less Tax, More Jobs" (July 24). Finance
Minister (FM) Nirmala Sitharaman’s
2024 Union budget should be the bud-
get of the whole country, but the FM has
presented it as if it is the NDA's bud-
get. To make matters worse, taxpayers
have to foot the bill for the NDA gov-
ernment’s political survival. There is
nothing wrong when the Leader of the
Opposition (LoP) Rahul Gandhi criti-
cizes the NDA government's Union
Budget, claiming it undermines India's
federal structure. He highlights neglect
towards other states and vows to advo-
cate for equal justice. INDIA protests
against the 'Kursi Bachao' Budget in
Parliament.
Interestingly, FM Sitharaman, elected
from Karnataka, provided nothing in
the budget for her state, which is ruled
by the Congress. In her Purvodaya
scheme for the all-round development
of Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal,
Odisha, and Andhra Pradesh, only
Bihar and Andhra Pradesh benefit sig-
nificantly. For instance, Rs 11,500 crore
was allocated to Bihar for flood mitiga-
tion, while West Bengal, one of the worst
flood-affected states, is crying for help.
Salaried employees in the new tax
regime will save up to Rs 17,500 in
income tax. Corporate tax rates on for-
eign companies were reduced to 25%.
Family pensions were enhanced from Rs
15,000 to Rs 25,000. 
However, nearly 60 lakh EPF pension-
ers have been receiving Rs 920 to Rs
1000 per month since 1995 without any
increase.The government deserves
praise for exempting three cancer med-
icines from custom duties and allocat-
ing Rs 2.2 lakh crore to make housing
more affordable. It’s also commendable
that FM Sitharaman has introduced an
internship program similar to Congress'
Nyay Patra. Overall it is a mix bag but
could have addressed the pressing
issues on priority.
Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee| Faridabad
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Kamal Dahal,Prachanda. In
this manner, yet another coali-
tion of Communist Party of
Nepal (Unified Marxist-
Leninist) and Nepali Congress
came into existence today fol-
lowing the humiliating defeat
of Prachanda, a diehard loyal-
ist of China' on the floor of
house .New regime will be
headed by Ex PM,Oli which
had preceded withdrawal of
the support to current PM, on
July 3, 2024 thereby reducing
it into minority. The Janata
Samajwadi party led by Ashok
Rai having 7 PMs also with-
drew the support and recalled
three ministers from
Prachanda government.
The coalition government will
be dominated by Pro India,
Nepali Congress, though a
die-hard communist leader,
former PM, Oli will be head-
ing it for a term of one half year
which will be followed by a
takeover by former PM, Deuba
of Nepali congress as agreed
by two coalition partners.
Foreign policy experts say that
major factors responsible for
the collapse of collation of
Prachnda-Oli, duo, included
Power Struggle, style of func-
tioning of prime minister,
Policy Differences, Coalition
Dynamics and Coalition
Dynamics which may lead to
more stable dispensation com-
prising of Nepali Congress,
Nepal (Unified Marxist-
Leninist) and Janata
Samajwadi party.
Amidst the toppling game,

midnight power sharing agree-
ment between two former
Prime ministers, viz. Sher
Bahadur Deuba, and Nepali
Congress and K.P.S.Oli chair-
man of Communist Party of
Nepal (Unified Marxist-
Leninist) was signed on July 5,
2024 thereby leading to a sud-
den change of regime in Nepal.
New coalition government of
Oli and Deuba is bound to face
multiple challenges which will
be key to success otherwise its
fallout could be midterm polls.
The fragile nature of the new
government consisting of the
communists (Pro China) and
Nepali Congress (Pro India)
having opposing ideologies
could pose a major challenge
to keep them in unison and
amalgamated.
Oli and Deuba combine will

be under compulsion to keep
equi-distance with two region-
al powers viz. India and China
which have got geo-political
and strategic interests in the
affairs of Nepal.  Oli's previous
stint as PM was marked by his
extreme Anti India action of
redrawing the map which had
shown Indian territories
including Lipulekh,
Limpiyadhura and Kalapani as
part of Nepal. It had exasper-
ated India which rejected this
misadventure thereby terming
it as baseless besides being an
attempt to spoil ties. Now, as
dominant partner in the coali-
tion, the onus of checking
this tendency will lie on Deuba
to prevail upon Oli to come

out of Anti-India mentality
and protect age-old relations
between two nations.
The communists regimes led
by Prachanda always gave
clear indications about the
commitment to China which
will expect new government to
go ahead with Belt and Road
(BRI) initiative especially when
outgoing PM  has approved
the proposal which had been
signed between two countries
on May 12, 2017. 
It will be an uphill task for Oli
to stick to his predecessors'
resolve to toe China's line
about BRI as Nepali congress
is totally opposed to it hence
chances of any progress seem
to be remote. It will be a test
of the new government to
deal with India's Agnipath
scheme which is one of the
major irritants so far.  Nepal's
border issues with India,
including disputes over terri-
tories require a multifaceted
approach. 
Strengthening the Nepal-India
Joint Boundary Commission
to expedite the resolution of
boundary issues through tech-
nical and diplomatic means
may yield positive results. The
survival of the coalition will
depend solely on mutual trust
of partners and balanced
diplomatic strategy and refrain
from offending two regional
giants which had been lacking
in the past. 

(Writer is a senior journalist
and a political analyst; views

are personal)
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Politicians have been
grabbing the power by
f o l l o w i n g
Machiavavillan princi-
ple of showing complete

disrespect to means, the morali-
ty and values.  This is true of
Pushpa Kamal Dahal who  fell
from the grace  after facing
humiliating defeat while seeking
trust vote in Nepal parliament.
While seeking trust vote in Nepal
parliament, Prachnda faced the
worst type of humiliating defeat
as he got 63 votes (Rashtria
Swatantra Party-21,CPN(US)-10
and his party-32)as against 194
votes of new coalition combina-
tion of Nepali Congress(89 MPs)
and Nepal (Unified Marxist-
Leninist)(78 MPs) which also
got support from other smaller
parties like Rastriya Prajatantra
Party(RPP),Janata Samajwadi
Party(Upendra faction) etc. in the
house of 275 where majority
mark was 138 only. Oli has staked
claim after president Ram
Chandra Poedel invited the polit-
ical parties having strength to
form the government.
In a positive move, Dr. Rajan
Bhattarai, the Foreign Affairs
Department chief and a Standing
Committee member of the CPN-
UML emphasized that CPN-
UML believes that Nepal's
progress or the welfare of its peo-
ple can be achieved only by
adopting a Pro -India stance. He
made it clear that the party's
chairman, KP Sharma Oli, is
keen on taking Nepal-India rela-
tions to new heights thereby
aligning with the requirement and
urgency of the modern era.
Due to fragile nature of democ-
racy in Nepal, unabated and per-
sistent instability has been trade-
mark of the government which is
evident from 16 time change of
guards in the span of 13 years
thereby hitting the interests of the
common people in the country
besides pushing the country into
financial crisis and debt liabilities
especially huge loans advanced by
China.
In a midnight swoop and a dra-
matic turn of events on July 9, a
secret deal was clinched between
two former Prime ministers viz.
Sher Bahadur Deuba of Nepali
and K.P.S. Oli of Nepal (Unified
Marxist-Leninist) which sealed
the fate of current PM,Pushpa
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Visitors to Drass, a town
situated at an altitude of
10,760 feet (3,279

metres) in India-administered
Kashmir, are greeted with a
signboard that says at -60
degrees Celsius on January 9,
1995, it was the second-cold-
est inhabited place on the
planet. Drass, located in Kargil
district, has an additional claim
to fame. In the summer of
1999, it was on its western edge
with rocky and barren
Himalayan peaks that India
and Pakistan fought their last
war. 
That year, Pakistan’s military
and Kashmiri rebels occupied
strategic positions on the
Indian side of the de facto bor-
der between them (known as
the Line of Control or LoC),
prompting a counter-offen-
sive by India. While 

Pakistan had named its move 
to take over the control of
Indian posts along the LoC as
'Operation Badr,' India called
its offensive 'Operation Vijay'.It
was a war fought in the era of
satellite news channels. The
battles were broadcast direct-
ly to homes in both countries,
making Drass and Kargil as a
whole, a symbol of India’s
nationalism, inspiring a raft of
jingoistic Bollywood movies.
This July 26 is the 25th Kargil
Vijay Divas. On this day in

1999, the Indian forces threw
out the Pakistanis from the
incursion points in the gener-
al area of Kargil, which they
had illegally occupied, bring-
ing to a close a two-month war.
It was a tough war, fought on
sheer grit and courage, as
gutsy young officers, most of
them in their twenties, led
equally brave soldiers up naked
rock faces and managed to
evict the enemy within weeks.
Names such as Tiger Hill,
Tololing, Point 5140, Point
4700, Three Pimples, Chorbat
La, Point 5203, Point 4875,
Khalubar, and Jubar Top
became household names
across the country. On 26 July
1999, the Kargil conflict offi-
cially came to an end. The
Indian Army announced the
complete eviction of Pakistani
intruders, but a price was paid

for it in blood and tears. We
lost 527 of our brave soldiers;
1363 came back wounded.
The Indian army has marked
July 26 – the day the Kargil war
ended – as “Vijay Diwas”
(Victory Day). 
Every year for the past 25
years, the whole nation cele-
brates proudly on this day.
Army also undertakes com-
memorative treks on the Icy
features, where our Braves
became invincibles. What
seemed an impossible task to
the world, was accomplished
in a mere 50 days, with all the
features lost, back under our
control. 
The '50 Day War' as it is fond-
ly called, was a record in
itself.Whenever the story of
Kargil is told, it shall be incom-
plete without paying homage
to the steely resolve and cold

courage of these young men
who went to fight for their
nation knowing that they
might never return. Barely
out of the academy, they
fought against all odds, with
single-minded devotion, and
set new benchmarks in hero-
ism. Their spirit and daring
will be difficult to replicate.
The war will always be remem-
bered for its strategic and tac-

tical surprise, the self-imposed
national strategy of restraint in
keeping the war limited to the
Kargil–Siachen sector, military
strategy and planning, and
the dedication, determination
and daring junior leadership at
the tactical level. 
In fiercely fought combat
actions, on the most difficult
terrain that gave immense
advantage to the enemy, we
were able to evict Pakistani
troops from most of their sur-
reptitiously occupied posi-
tions. The Pakistani leadership
was forced to sue for a cease-
fire and seek the withdrawal of
its troops from the remaining
areas. Operation Vijay – the
Indian codename for the war
– was a blend of strong and
determined political, military
and diplomatic actions, which
enabled us to transform an

adverse situation into a mili-
tary and diplomatic victory. As
two prime ministers of
Pakistan later acknowledged,
‘Kargil war was Pakistan's
biggest blunder and disaster.'
A reflection on the Kargil
War can never be complete
without a mention of the bril-
liant junior leadership that we
witnessed during battles. 
Such acts  by young officers
and men can never be forgot-
ten. They make us proud.
Commanding officers of many
infantry battalions displayed
steely resilience and single-
minded devotion to duty.
There were actions by young
artillery forward observation
officers and battery comman-
ders who took over infantry
companies when their compa-
ny commander colleagues
were killed. A victory in war is

achieved when battles are won.
Battles are won when soldiers
put duty before themselves.
Soldiers who put their lives at
stake in wars and war-like sit-
uations and expect nothing in
return. But what the nation
owes to them is recognition
and gratitude. For every single
brave deed noticed and recog-
nized, many went unnoticed in
the fog of war. These legendary
tales deserve mention not only
in our military history books
but also in school textbooks to
serve as inspiration for young
people. This success shall not
be taken for granted. With
heights averaging 15000 feet,
bone-chilling temperatures
and a dominating hostility, the
Kargil war in itself is a global
legend.

(The author is freelance
writer; views are personal)
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tering entrepreneurship. Such
positive support for this crucial
sector is bound to give it the con-
fidence to shed its risk-averse
nature and grow with ambition
on the road to 2047.

Skilling and Job Creation
With this budget,  the
Government has responded pos-
itively to the need for job oppor-
tunities and skill development
among youth in our country. The
continued emphasis on skilling
will allow training institutions
and large corporations to partic-
ipate in creating a pool of profes-
sionally trained manpower that
would be readily absorbed by
them and the larger MSME
ecosystem, which is  often
strained for funds for training
purposes. Meticulous implemen-
tation will, however, be key to set-
ting the ball rolling in the right
direction of creating jobs.Rural
Economy

The rural economy
continued to receive support

from the government,  as
strengthening this segment will
be crucial for the sustained eco-
nomic growth of the country.
Budget 2024 had some big
announcements for them that
would increase productivity and
food security in grains and
oilseeds. Such measures will go a
long way in creating new eco-
nomic clusters that will support
sustained growth. 
With 1 crore farmers to be
trained in natural farming, mar-
keting, certification, and brand-

ing, organic farming is all set to
receive a big stimulus. The focus
on addressing the impact of cli-
mate on our food basket show-
cases the government's long-
term vision towards building
resilience in the ecosystem.’

Start-ups and E-Commerce
There is general cheer in the
start-up ecosystem across India
over the abolition of the angle tax,
proposed in the budget. 
Angel tax, introduced in 2012,
was imposed on the capital raised
by unlisted companies through
the issue of shares to Indian
investors if the share price
exceeded the fair market value
(FMV) of the company.Traders
and artisans using e-commerce
sites got a lift up in this budget
when TDS was not just reduced
but TDS delays were decriminal-
ized. 
E-commerce exports, $2 billion
now, are expected to be $350 bil-
lion by 2030. With revised cus-
tom duties, the Government
hopes to give the required fillip
to these artisans/traders who sell
their wares using websites, in line
with its Make in India strategy.

Energy security
India is a fast-developing econ-
omy and our energy needs are
rising rapidly. By encouraging
private investment in setting up
small nuclear energy reactors
and encouraging R&D into newer
forms of nuclear energy, the bud-
get aims to achieve India’s goals
of energy security. 
With regular energy audits across

clusters, larger commercial ther-
mal plants and a pumped storage
policy, the budget aims to help
India cope with the rising
demand without missing a step.
However, our green economy
targets are very ambitious and
much more needs to be done to
ensure our transition to green
fuels.

Digitization of Land Records
This one step is perhaps the most
impactful step the budget has
outlined for the growth of India’s
economy. Vast tracts of our land,
especially in rural India, are
often embroiled in disputes with
no proper documentation. This
is a key hurdle in land acquisition
for major projects. By digitising
these records across India, the
Government will end middlemen
and reduce the number of land
cases in the legal system.Overall,
the Union Budget 2024-25 rein-
forces the Government’s commit-
ment to sustained long-term
growth. 
With strategic investments and
forward-looking policies, India is
poised to navigate global chal-
lenges while harnessing its
immense potential for socio-
economic development. The road
towards Viksit Bharat could have
its set of challenges, especially
given the global dynamics, but
the sustained vision and progres-
sive policy support will help
realise the dream of a Viksit
Bharat.

(The writer is secretary general
of ASSOCHEM; views expressed

are personal)

In a pivotal move aimed at strength-
ening India’s economic prowess, the
Union Budget for the fiscal year
2024-25 has made significant
strides in assuring continuity of

progressive reforms. There is cheer in the
MSME, E-commerce and start-up worlds,
which have been extended additional
support as the country progresses on the
road towards a Viksit Bharat. The Finance
Minister made various announcements
to empower the Garib, Mahila, Yuva and
Kissan. The announcements made under
this budget are timely and set to propel
the Indian economy to new heights dur-
ing the Amrit Kaal, enhancing its
resilience in an ever-evolving global
landscape. 

A booster for MSMEs
The budget rightfully supports the bot-
tom of the industrial pyramid by offer-
ing much-needed ease of credit for the
MSME segment. India has 633.9 lakh
MSMEs, where over 99% of them qual-
ify as micro-enterprises that make up
630.5 lakh enterprises. One of the criti-
cal reasons why micro enterprises (with
investments up to INR 10 million) do not
graduate to being small or medium
enterprises is the lack of access to formal
credit. By doubling the MUDRA loan
amounts and setting up new SIDBI
branches, credit will now be more acces-
sible to these organizations. Other steps
(mandator y Trade Receivables
Discounting System) have improved liq-
uidity, while Industrial parks will provide
the much-needed digital support that
MSMEs usually cannot afford for growth.
Additionally, the new credit guarantee
scheme for MSMEs offers term loans
without collateral or third-party guaran-
tees, significantly easing the financial
burden on small business owners and fos-
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Trashing pleas for re-test on
grounds of paper leak and

other malpractices, the
Supreme Court has said there
is no evidence to conclude
that the entire result of NEET-
UG, 2024 was vitiated and
there was a “systemic breach”
in the sanctity of the examina-
tion. On July 23, the top court
dismissed the pleas seeking
cancellation and re-test of the
controversy-ridden exam and
the order was uploaded on
Wednesday night.
“At the present stage, there is an
absence of material on the
record to lead to the conclusion
that the entire result of the
examination stands vitiated or
that there was a systemic
breach in the sanctity of the
examination,” said the 14-page
interim order penned by Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud.The
detailed and reasoned judge-
ment on as many as 40 peti-
tions would be delivered later.
The bench, also comprising
Justices JB Pardiwala and
Manoj Misra said, “The data
which has been produced on
the record city-wise and centre-
wise and the comparison of
data for the years 2022, 2023
and 2024 are not indicative of
a systemic leak of the question
paper impacting the sanctity of
the examination.”

It said ordering a re-test this
year “would be replete with
serious consequences for over
two million students who have
appeared in the examina-
tion.”The order said adopting
such a course of action would
lead to a disruption of admis-
sion schedule, setting back the
entire process by several
months, and would lead to a
cascading effect on the course
of medical education.
It said the order of re-test
would also impact the avail-
ability of qualified medical
professionals in the future and
“cause a serious element of dis-
advantage to students belong-
ing to marginalized commu-
nities and weaker sections for
whom reservation has been

made in the allocation of seats.”
The top court also asked the
National Testing Agency
(NTA) to revise its merit list by
treating the answer suggested
by a panel of three experts of
IIT Delhi to a controversial
physics question as correct.
It scrutinised issues like
whether the alleged breach
took place at a systemic level
and if the breach was of a
nature which affected the
integrity of the entire exami-
nation process. It also exam-
ined whether it was possible to
segregate beneficiaries of the
fraud from the untainted stu-
dents.
As per earlier judgements, a re-
test can be ordered if segrega-
tion of beneficiaries of fraud

from genuinely successful can-
didates is not possible. It said
an interim order was needed
for providing certainty and
finality to a dispute which
affected the careers of over two
million students.
“The fact that a leak of the
NEET (UG) 2024 paper took
place at Hazaribagh in the
state of Jharkhand and at Patna
in the state of Bihar is not in
dispute,” the order said.
Referring to the Central Bureau
of Investigation’s (CBI) status
report, the order said the probe
is continuing and as per the evi-
dence, which emerged during
the probe so far, there were
about 155 students, who took
up tests at examination centres
in Hazaribagh and Patna, are
prima facie beneficiaries of
the fraud.
While refusing to order a re-
test, the bench said it was
guided by the well-settled test
of whether it is possible to seg-
regate tainted students from
those whose candidature does
not suffer from any taint.
“If the investigation reveals
the involvement of an increased
number of beneficiaries over
and above those who are sus-
pects at the present stage,
action shall be pursued against
every student found to be
involved in wrongdoing at any
stage, notwithstanding the
completion of the counselling
process,” it said.No student,

who is revealed to have
engaged in fraud, would be
entitled to claim a vested right
in continuation of the admis-
sion in the future by virtue of
the findings in this judgment,
it said.
It took note of the submissions
of the Centre that it has con-
stituted a seven-member expert
committee chaired by K
Radhakrishnan, former
Chairman, ISRO to suggest
measures to strengthen the
examination mechanism to
ensure fair play.
“The Committee will abide by
such further directions as may
be issued by this Court in its
final judgment and order in
regard to the areas which
should be enquired into by it so
as to ensure that (i) the process
of conducting the NEET (UG)
and other examinations falling
within the remit of the NTA is
duly strengthened; and (ii) the
instances which came to light
during the course of the present
year are not repeated in the
future,” it said.
Doubts about the sanctity of
the exam arose when a total of
67 students scored a perfect
720, unprecedented in the
NTA’s history, with six from a
Haryana centre figuring in the
list.The number of candidates
sharing the top rank came
down to 61 from 67 after the
NTA announced the revised
results on July 1.
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The Delhi High Court has
allowed a plea filed by

jailed Delhi Chief Minister
(CM) Arvind Kejriwal to hold
two additional meetings with
his legal team while he is
lodged in Tihar Jail, saying
‘special situations call for spe-
cial remedies’. Kejriwal, was
hitherto entitled to two meet-
ings with his lawyers a week, in
accordance with prison rules.
Justice Neena Bansal Krishna
granted the relief to Kejriwal in
recognition of his fundamen-
tal right to fair trial and effec-
tive legal representation.
“Special situations call for spe-
cial remedies. In view of the
foregoing discussion, it is held
that in recognition of funda-
mental right of fair trial and
effective legal representation,
the petitioner be granted two
additional legal meetings with
the Counsel through video
conferencing in a week, till he
is confined to Jail. The petition,
is accordingly, allowed,” the
Court said.
In its order, the court said, “It
can also not be ignored that
similar relief of additional legal
meetings has been allowed to
co-accused/Sanjay Singh.
While the Learned special

counsel for the respondent
No. 2 has explained that the
said Order was essentially ex
parte, is not tenable since the
respondents had appeared in
the end while the Order was
being passed and even there-
after, it has not been challenged
by the State”.
However, the High Court has
now opined that Kejriwal is
only seeking the enforcement
of his fundamental right to a
fair trial and legal consultation
while he is confined to Tihar
Jail as he has 30-40 cases in
various States against him.
“To confine this fundamental
right to a particular case and
to insist on an independent
application in each case is not
only taking a myopic view but
would result in a multiplicity
of similar relief being asserted
in different cases; in fact it can
lead to utter confusion if such
relief is considered a pertain-
ing to individual case and not
individual person. 
To ask the petitioner to move
independent Application in
each case would lead to delay
but may indirectly be denying
him the right of effective legal
help,” the Court said.
The Court concluded that any
objections on such aspects are
only technical objections that
hold no merit.

“It is pertinent to observe that
the Jail policy has been enact-
ed by the concerned Jail
Authority after having due
regard to all the modalities and
the infrastructural capacity
and number of the inmates of
the jail. Therefore, generally,
the courts are slow to interfere
in the matters of policy”, reads
the order.
. However, when balancing
the policy with the funda-
mental rights of the jail inmate,
the request of the petitioner for
two additional legal meetings
with his Lawyers through
video conferencing, in the
given circumstance of huge
number of cases pending
against him, cannot be termed
unreasonable,” reads the order.
The AAP leader’s counsel had
submitted he was facing
around 35 cases across the
country, and for a fair trial, he
required two additional meet-
ings with his lawyers via video
conference.
The plea was vehemently
opposed by the counsel for the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
and Tihar jail authorities.
The AAP leader was arrested
by the CBI on June 26 from
Tihar Jail, where he was lodged
in judicial custody in a con-
nected money laundering case
filed by the ED.
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From Page 1
“It lost relevance after India
became a Republic, that is,
‘Ganatantra’. The concept of
‘Ganatantra’ is deeply rooted
in Indian society since the
ancient times, making
‘Ganatantra Mandap’ an apt
name for the venue,” the
statement said. Its corridor
displays the busts of former
Indian presidents, carved by
noted sculptors from across
the country. Six tall banners
in deep red with the national
emblem of India in gold also
adorn the hall.
Against the wall is placed a
fifth century AD statue of
Lord Buddha on a crimson
velvet background. In front
of this statue is placed the
president’s chair. Earlier, two
thrones for the viceroy and
the vicereine were placed at
this spot.
On renaming the ‘Ashok
Hall’, the president’s office
said it was originally a
ballroom. ‘Ashok Mandap’
pays homage to Emperor
Ashok, known for promoting
peace and unity, reflecting
values deeply rooted in
Indian traditions.
“The national emblem of the
Republic of India is the lion
capital of Ashok from
Sarnath. The word also refers
to the Ashok tree, which has
deep significance in Indian
religious traditions as well as
arts and culture,” it added.
The hall is used for
presentation of credentials

by heads of missions of
foreign countries and as a
formal place of
introductions for the visiting
and Indian delegations prior
to the commencement of the
state banquets hosted by the
president.
While the floor is wooden
and has springs beneath the
surface, the ceilings are
decorated with oil paintings.
With the glow of six Belgium
glass chandeliers, the hall
provides a fascinating sight
to visitors. A loft was also
designed in the state
ballroom as a space for the
orchestra.
However, it is now used for
playing the national anthem
during important functions,
according to the Rashtrapati
Bhavan. Remarkable art
pieces adorn the hall. These
include a long case clock that
was made in England and
has a marking of British
Clock Enfield by Cooke &
Kelvey Limited, Calcutta.
The Persian style carpet,
measuring 32 metres by 20
metres, was designed
especially for the hall,
keeping in mind its
grandeur. 
The carpets were said to have
engaged five hundred
weavers for two years,
according to its official
descri This renaming
initiative reflects a
commitment to align these
spaces with India’s cultural
values and ethos.

From Page 1
“The Commission intends to
make use of the latest digital
technology to match and cross-
check the biometric details of
the candidates and to monitor
various activities of the
candidates during the
examination to prevent
cheating, fraud, unfair means
and impersonation,” said
UPSC.The UPSC will provide
the data and images submitted
by applicants during the online
registration process to the
service provider to prevent
impersonation. This data will
be used for Aadhaar-based
fingerprint authentication and
facial recognition systems to
verify candidates on the exam
day. Fingerprint scanners and
facial recognition devices will
be deployed at examination
centres to ensure candidates’
identities are accurately
verified.UPSC conducts 14
examinations annually,
including the prestigious Civil
Services Examination (CSE),
along with various recruitment
tests and interviews for
induction to Group ‘A’ and
Group ‘B’ posts within the
Government of India.

From Page 1
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla
too asked members to
maintain respect and not
make remarks that would
hurt the dignity of the House.
With the opposition members
protesting, Birla said there
was a lot of respect for the
House and also the
Parliamentary tradition.
Rijiju said opposition leaders
did not say anything on the
budget, they just indulged in
politics during the discussion
on the Budget which began
on Wednesday. “They have
insulted the mandate of the
people. The opposition
leaders have abused the prime
minister,” Rijiju said.
He said the floor leaders of
political parties should direct
the members not to create
ruckus in Parliament and
have a civilised and sensitive
debate during the Budget
session.Birla on his part said
members can express their
views, participate in
discussions but should also
ensure the respect and dignity
of the House and that they
should not be doing things
that would hurt its dignity.

From Page 1
Mahmud, in a video shared
widely on X, was heard
saying, “With all due respect
to Mamata Banerjee, with
whom we share a
relationship of mutual
interests... However, her
statement has created
confusion and has the
potential to create confusion

among people. Therefore, we
have sent a note to the
Indian government on her
statement.” Mahmud
communicated with the
Indian government through
diplomatic channels.
West Bengal Governor C V
Ananda Bose has also urged
Banerjee not to make any
“ p o l i t i c a l l y - m o t i v a t e d

populist remarks” on the
current situation in
neighbouring Bangladesh
that could affect the nation’s
external affairs.
In her remarks on Sunday,
Banerjee also referred to the
UN Resolution on refugees
as justification for her stand
over the possible
humanitarian crisis that may

emerge on account of the
severe law and order
breakdown that gripped
Bangladesh.
“I should not be speaking on
the affairs of Bangladesh
since that is a sovereign
nation and whatever needs
to be said on the issue is a
subject matter of the Centre,”
Banerjee said.
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From Page 1
Sources said a section of the
BJP leadership is in fix over the
being party to Ajit Pawar led
NCP who besides pressing for
maximum number of seats for
forthcoming assembly polls
has been demanding a cabinet
berth in the Union Council of
Ministers. The party opted out
from the Council of Ministers
when it was formed by Modi
who took over as PM in his
third tenure last month.   
Sources said the Prime
Minister took feedback from
all the MPs regarding the
upcoming assembly elections
in the meeting. During the
conversation, the PM also gave
a mantra to all the MPs on
how to win the elections by
keeping a close watch on
activities at booth level. The
Prime Minister asked the MPs
to be active from the booth to
the ground and work for the
people. He told the MPs that
everyone should focus on how
to reach as many people as
possible.
During the meeting, Modi also
asked the newly elected MPs
from Maharashtra about their
experience so far. “Meeting
was scheduled soon after the
canards were spread by the
Opposition ranks that
Maharashtra has been
completely ignored in the
Budget announced this week.

PM personally desired to set
aside apprehensions and
shared that all representatives
of the Maharashtra coalition
should reach out to the people
and explain how several
projects and many funds have
been allocated to the State,”
sources said after the meeting
that transpired between the
PM and MPs in the
Parliament.  
During his meeting with Amit
Shah, Pawar insisted on seat
distribution at the earliest and
asked to avoid lingering
around till the last minute like
the Lok Sabha polls. After his
meeting with Amit Shah, Ajit
Pawar also met deputy CM
Devendra Fadnavis and other
senior BJP leaders in the
national capital. According to
sources, Pawar is likely to
make another visit on July 28.
The Ajit Pawar-Amit Shah
meeting comes he was blamed
for NCP’s alliance with the BJP
for the latter’s loss in the just
concluded Lok Sabha
elections.
The Ajit Pawar-led NCP won
just one seat, Raigad, while the
Sharad Pawar led NCP bagged
eight. On the other hand the
Shiv Sena faction of Chief
Minister Eknath Shinde is
determined to contest 100
seats while the BJP has set a
target of 160 to 170 seats of the
total of 288 Vidhan Sabha.
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From Page 1
The Shinkun La Tunnel Project consists
of a 4.1 km long Twin-Tube tunnel which
will be constructed at an altitude of
around 15,800 feet on the Nimu —
Padum — Darcha Road to provide all-
weather connectivity to Leh. 
Once completed, it will be the highest
tunnel in the world.
The Shinkun La tunnel will not only
ensure swift and efficient movement of
our armed forces and equipment but also
foster economic and social development
in Ladakh.  
Former Army Chief Gen VP Malik along
with several other army veterans, Veer
Naris, and the next of kin of fallen
soldiers have assembled at the Kargil

War Memorial to pay their homage to
mark the occasion. 
Meanwhile Punjab police have also
released a sketch of one of the suspects
based on the description of a woman
who spotted the seven ‘suspicious’ men
in the Phangtoli. A joint team of the
security forces has also launched an
operation along the International Border
(IB) in the Samba sector to detect
underground and cross-border tunnels.
“A comprehensive anti-tunnel exercise
has commenced to ascertain the
presence of any cross-border tunnels,”
said a police officer involved in the
operation.The search operations also
involve the deployment of drones and are
being conducted daily in response to the
ongoing security threats posed by
potential terrorist infiltrations, he said.
“Security forces are clearing dense bushy

areas to eliminate the possibility of the
existence of tunnels,” the officer added.
Reports also indicate that between 50 to
60 foreign terrorists have infiltrated
Jammu via the International Border and
Line of Control over the past few
months, according to police.
In Kathua, two alleged overground
workers (OGWs) were arrested for their
involvement in a terror attack on an
army patrol party in Jammu and
Kashmir’s Kathua district, police said.
According to a police spokesperson. “two
OGWs were apprehended for their
involvement in supporting terror-related
actions”.
On July 8, five army personnel, including
a junior commissioned officer, were
martyred and five others were injured in
the attack by heavily armed terrorists in
the remote Machedi area of the district.
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From Page 1
the Bharauli checkpost,
Korantadih police outpost and
Narhi police station were raid-
ed simultaneously.
Both the senior IPS officers
were also present in the raid
and to maintain confidentiali-
ty of police action, even the
Ballia SP want not given prior
information.
According to information

received from ADG Varanasi
office, inputs about extortion
and collection of money at
Bharouli checkpost was
received several days ago.
However, continuous recce was
done for four days, and when
the matter was confirmed, the
raid was conducted.
The action started after mid-
night at Bharauli picket across
the Ganga river bridge on the

UP-Bihar border of the Narhi
police station area on a com-
plaint of illegal recovery from
trucks laden with sand as well
as vehicles carrying liquor and
cattle at the border. The team
took into custody three police-
men and 17 others from the
picket.
A large number of motorcycles,
registers and mobiles were also
recovered from the spot. All the

accused were kept at a nearby
temple and interrogated
throughout the night. On
Thursday morning, the vehicle
used for carrying prisoners
was called from Ballia and the
people caught were brought to
Narhi police station. The team’s
action continued at the Narhi
police statio and the room of
station in-charge was sealed.
Police station in-charge

Pannelal was missing from the
spot. After this, searches of the
policemen’s barracks were also
started.
In the morning, DIG Vaibhav
Krishna and SP Devranjan
Verma, along with the addi-
tional superintendent of police
and circle officer also reached
the spot.
DIG Vaibhav Krishna, who
came out of the police station

after hours of investigation, told
media that Narhi police station
in-charge Pannelal as well as in-
charge of Korantadih police
post of the police station, along
with all the policemen posted
there, had been suspended.
He said police recovered Rs
37,500 in cash and 14 bikes.
Three policemen are abscond-
ing and a case is being regis-
tered against all of them.
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Aday after senior BJP
Leader Suvendu

Adhikari was involved in a
verbal spat with Trinamool
Congress MLA Tapan
Chatterjee on the assembly
premises, Speaker Biman
Bandyopadhyay on Thursday
asked legislators to behave
responsibly. Adhikari had
alleged that the TMC
legislator abused him
verbally and tried to assault
him on the premises of the
assembly.
In a letter to the Speaker, the
BJP leader said he was feeling
“insecure” in the assembly
and demanded action against
Chatterjee.
The TMC MLA, however,
had claimed he did not
threaten or assault Adhikari
but merely confronted him
over some comments by the
BJP leader against him and
his daughter during an
election meeting at his
constituency.On the
contrary, Chatterjee alleged,
Adhikari had threatened him
with dire consequences when
he wanted his explanation at
the assembly lobby for the
comments. Taking a serious

view of the incident, the
Speaker said, “What
happened in the assembly
premises yesterday is
unfortunate, unexpected and
inappropriate”.
“We need to behave with
restraint. We need to conduct
ourselves appropriately as
stakeholders of the  ssembly,”
he said  ddressing both
treasury and opposition
benches.
Referring to Adhikari’s claim
that he and other opposition
MLAs were feeling insecure
in the House,  andyopadhyay
said, “Adequate security
arrangements are in place in
the House but people’s
representatives should not
act in a provocative manner.”
Adhikari was not present in
the House when the Speaker
made the observation, but
Chatterjee was around.
The Speaker had said on
Wednesday he has initiated
an investigation into the
allegations of
Adhikari.Adhikari, the BJP
MLA of Nandigram, in his
letter also held the Speaker
somehow responsible for the
incident since he disallowed
entry of personal bodyguards
of MLAs inside the assembly. 
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Delhi Metro, often referred
to as the city's lifeline, has

become a hotspot for “reelers”
and “Instagrammers” using
the trains as backdrops for
their social media content.
This trend has not only
caused discomfort among
fellow passengers but has also
led to a significant increase in
prosecutions for creating
nuisances. 
Between April and June, over
1,600 commuters were
booked for making reels and
other disruptive activities on
metro premises, marking a
three per cent rise from the
same period last year.
Be it two girls indulging in
obscene activities in the
metro of making videos while
putting colours on eah other
or a girl dancing to a
Bollywood song and shooting
it with people visibly
uncomfortable around, the
Delhi Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC) has taken a strict
approach to curb such
nuisance from happening in
the metros.
According to the data, 1,647
penalties were issued for
creating nuisance in three
months under Section 59 of
the Metro Railways

(Operations and
Maintenance) Act. The
corresponding number for
the same period last year was
1,600.
A senior DMRC official on
Thursday said creating
nuisance may also include
offences such as sitting on the
floor of the train and eating
inside the train, among
others.
The DMRC issued 610, 518
and 519 penalties in April,
May and June, respectively
while the corresponding

numbers for the previous year
were 528, 485 and 587, the
data showed.
DMRC Managing Director
Vikas Kumar said they
penalised people for creating
nuisance in the metro area.
"We use our machinery so
that such kind of incidents
should not happen on the
metro premises. 

We have a provision of
penalising if someone creates
nuisance on the metro
premises and we do penalise
them. It is an ongoing process

and the more you keep doing
it, the more people will get
discouraged," he said.
"But the issue is that we do
not have enough manpower
to check every corner. If we
have 67 lakh passengers a day,
then monitoring such a huge
number of people is not easy.
We have CCTV surveillance
through which we get to
know if anything happened
on the premises," he added.
The DMRC has also put up
posters at several metro
stations, dissuading
passengers from making reels
and causing discomfort. In
April, the DMRC asked the
Delhi Police to conduct a
thorough investigation after a
video emerged online of two
women applying colours on
each other inside a train. The
video, which surfaced ahead
of Holi, drew criticism from a
large section of commuters.
The DMRC had said at the
time that it was running
various campaigns, both
online and offline, to
discourage passengers from
indulging in any activity that
might cause inconvenience to
fellow commuters. Mobile
checking squads are also
deployed at times to check
activities considered
inappropriate.
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US President Joe Biden has
said his decision to quit

the 2024 presidential race and
endorse Kamala Harris as the
Democratic presidential nom-
inee was aimed at unifying the
nation and passing the “torch
to a new generation.” In an
emotional prime-time tele-
vised address to the nation on
Wednesday, Biden told
Americans that he decided to
end his faltering 2024 re-elec-
tion campaign in a bid to save
US democracy. “So I’ve decid-
ed the best way forward is to
pass the torch to a new gener-
ation. That’s the best way to
unite our nation. I know there
is a time and a place for long
years of experience in public
life, but there’s also a time and
a place for new voices, fresh
voices, yes, younger voices,
and that time and place is now,”
Biden said in his rare address
from the Oval Office.

Biden, 81, said he revered
the President’s Office but he
loved his country more. “It’s
been the honour of my life to

serve as president but in the
defence of democracy, which is
at stake, I think it’s more
important than any title,” he
said. “I believe my record as
president, my leadership in the
world, my vision for America’s
future all merited a second
term,” Biden said, three days
after he withdrew from the
November 5 presidential elec-
tion. “But nothing, nothing can
come in the way of saving our
democracy. That includes per-

sonal ambition, so I’ve decid-
ed the best way forward is to
pass the torch to a new gener-
ation,” Biden said in a speech
which lasted about 11 minutes.
It also marked the beginning of
the closing chapter of his pres-
idency and half-century in
public service.

On Vice President Harris,
Biden said she is “experienced,
she’s tough, she’s capable” and
called her an “incredible part-
ner” during their three-and-a-

half years together. “I’ve made
my choice. I’ve made my views
known … Now, the choice is
up to you, the American peo-
ple,” he said. Biden continued
to emphasise what he believes
is at risk this election, which
he’s repeatedly cast as an
“inflection point” to save the
nation’s founding principles.

While Biden did not men-
tion Donald Trump by name,
he tried to draw a clear contrast
with the former president,
whose ambition led him to
claim victory in an election he
did not win in 2020. “The great
thing about America is, here,
kings and dictators do not
rule,” Biden said. “The people
do. History is in your hands,
the idea of America lies in your
hands.” “I ran for president
four years ago because I
believed, and still do, that the
soul of America was at stake,
the very nature of who we are
was at stake,” he said. “And
that’s still the case.” “I’ve made
it clear that I believe America
is at an inflection point, one of
those rare moments in histo-
ry when the decisions we make

now will determine the fate of
our nation and the world for
decades to come,” he said.

Harris, 59, who is of Indian
and African origin, has now
emerged as the presumptive
presidential nominee of the
Democratic Party. He was sur-
rounded by First Lady Jill
Biden, his son Hunter Biden
and several family members.
Toward the end of remarks,
Ashley Biden reached for the
hand of her mother, Jill Biden,
who was seated next to her.

After the president con-
cluded his remarks, Jill Biden
walked to the Resolute Desk
and stood next to her husband.
Harris watched Biden’s
Address to the Nation from
Houston.

Biden in his remarks said
that America is going to have
to choose between moving
forward or backward, between
hope and hate, between unity
and division. “We have to
decide, do we still believe in
honesty, decency, respect, free-
dom, justice and democracy. In
this moment, we can see those
we disagree with not as ene-

mies, but as fellow Americans,”
he said.

Biden also looked ahead to
what he still hopes to do in
these final six months. He
zeroed in on the need to
address gun violence, and cli-
mate change, continuing to
improve the economy and
reforming the US Supreme
Court.

“That means I’ll continue
to lower costs for hard-work-
ing families, grow our econo-
my, and I’ll keep defending our
personal freedoms and our
civil rights from the right to
vote to the right to choose. I’ll
keep calling out hate and
extremism, and make it clear
there is no place, no place in
America for political violence
or any violence ever, period.
I’m going to keep speaking out
to protect our kids from gun
violence, our planet from cli-
mate crisis, is the existential
threat,” he said.

Biden said he was the first
president in this century to
report to the American people
that the United States is not at
war anywhere in the

world.“We’ll keep rallying a
coalition of proud nations to
stop Putin from taking over
Ukraine and doing more dam-
age. We’ll keep NATO stronger,
and I’ll make it more powerful
and more united than at any
time in all of our history,” he
said.

“I’ll keep doing the same
for allies in the Pacific. When
I came to office, the conven-
tional wisdom was that China
would inevitably surpass the
United States. That’s not the
case anymore. I’m going to
keep working to end the war in
Gaza, bring home all the
hostages and bring peace and
security to the Middle East and
end this war,” said the presi-
dent. Biden said in just a few
months, the American people
will choose the course of
America’s future.Biden, who
initially resisted calls to step
aside and insisted he was the
best person to take on Donald
Trump, said he now believes a
new path is necessary. The
president did not address
ongoing Republican criticisms
about his fitness to serve. 
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Washington (AP): Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu is
set to make a long-awaited White
House visit Thursday to meet
with President Joe Biden and
likely Democratic nominee Vice
President Kamala Harris at an
important moment for all three
politicians.
Netanyahu’s White House visit,
his first since before President
Donald Trump left office in
2020, comes at a time of grow-
ing pressure on all three to find
an endgame to the nine-month
war that’s left more than 39,000
dead in Gaza. What’s more,
dozens of Israeli hostages and the
remains of others who have
died are still languishing in
Hamas captivity. Biden is press-
ing to get Israel and Hamas to
seal his proposal to release
remaining hostages in Gaza over
three phases — something that
would be a legacy-affirming
achievement for the 81-year-old
Democrat, who abandoned his
reelection bid and endorsed
Harris. It could also be a boon for
Harris in her bid to succeed him.
White House officials say that the
negotiations are in the closing
stages but there are issues that
need to be resolved.
Following their midday talks,
Biden and Netanyahu will meet
the families of American
hostages.
Harris, who will meet separate-
ly with Netanyahu later, is trying
to demonstrate that she has the
mettle to serve as commander in
chief. She’s also being scrutinized
by those on the political left who
say Biden hasn’t done enough to
force Netanyahu to end the war
and by Republicans looking to
brand her as insufficient in her
support for Israel.
A senior administration official,
who briefed reporters on the
condition of anonymity under
ground rules set by the White
House, said there is “no daylight
between the president and vice
president” on Israel. Harris’ last
one-on-one engagement with
Netanyahu was in March 2021,
but she’s taken part in more than
20 calls between Biden and
Netanyahu.
Netanyahu, meanwhile, is trying
to navigate his own delicate
political moment. He faces pres-
sure from the families of hostages
demanding a cease-fire agree-
ment to bring their loved ones
home and from far-right mem-
bers of his governing coalition
who demand he resist any deal
that could keep Israeli forces
from eliminating Hamas.
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Officials from Egypt, Israel,
the United States and

Qatar were expected to meet
Thursday in Doha with the
aim of resuming talks for a
proposed three-phase cease-
fire to end the war between
Israel and Hamas and free the
remaining hostages. But an
Israeli official said Israel’s nego-
tiating team was delayed and
would likely be dispatched
next week. Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
addressed Congress in
Washington on Wednesday as
thousands of protesters gath-
ered near the U.S. Capitol to
denounce the war. Hamas
slammed the speech Thursday
and accused Netanyahu of
obstructing efforts to end the
war and return the
hostages.Netanyahu has sig-
naled that a cease-fire deal
could be taking shape after
nine months of war, but dur-
ing his f iery speech to
Congress, he vowed to press
forward with Israel’s war until
he achieves “total victory.” 
Palestinians displaced by the
Israeli military’s latest order to
leave parts of the southern
Gaza city of Khan Younis say

they are sleeping in the streets.
The Health Ministry in Gaza
says more than 39,100
Palestinians have been killed in
the war. Hamas slams
Netanyahu’s speech to
Congress
The Palestinian Hamas group
slammed Israeli Prime

Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s fiery speech to the
United States Congress, accus-
ing him Thursday of obstruct-
ing efforts to end the war and
return the hostages.
In his high profile visit to
Washington, Netanyahu
pledged to achieve “total vic-

tory” against the militant group
in his nearly one-hour address
in Congress, and derided
protests against the Israel-
Hamas war in the Gaza Strip,
now in its ninth month.
Hamas said Netanyahu’s
Washington visit was an
address to improve his image

after the International
Criminal Court requested to
issue arrest warrants against
him for war crimes. The ICC
also requested warrants for
his Defense Minister Yoav
Gallant, Hamas officials
Mohammed Deif, Yehya
Sinwar, and Ismail Haniyeh.
“He (Netanyahu) is the one
who thwarted all efforts aimed
at ending the war and conclud-
ing a deal to release the pris-
oners, despite the continuous
efforts of mediators from the
brothers in Egypt and Qatar
despite the flexibility and pos-
itivity shown by the move-
ment,” the militant group said
in a written statement, adding
that the Israeli prime minister
talking about intensified efforts
to free the hostages is a “com-
plete lie” to mislead public
opinion.
They also rejected Netanyahu’s
vision for Gaza’s future —
which would consist of a
demilitarized civilian adminis-
tration in the enclave — and
accused Netanyahu of being
dishonest about aid delivery
into the Gaza Strip and down-
playing the number of
Palestinians killed in the ongo-
ing war. 
6 hostage relatives are released

after being detained in
Washington dur In Tel Aviv -
A group representing the fam-
ilies of Israeli hostages held in
Gaza said Thursday that six
hostage relatives have been
released after they were briefly
detained during Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s speech to the joint
session of Congress.The fam-
ily members stood in the hall
silently during the address
Wednesday and wore yellow
shirts that read “Seal the Deal
Now,” referring to a cease-fire
deal to free the hostages, before
they were removed from the
House chamber by security
officers. They were released a
number of hours later, the
Hostages Family Forum said.
“Benjamin Netanyahu spoke
for 54 minutes and he did not
mention once the need to seal
the deal and to sign the deal
now,” said Gil Dickmann,
whose cousin, Carmel Gat, is
being held in Gaza.
The six said they were invited
by members of Congress to
attend the speech. Netanyahu
brought to the speech rescued
hostage Noa Argamani and a
number of family members of
the hostages as part of his offi-
cial delegation.
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Unleashing a volley of
attacks against his new

campaign opponent Vice
President Kamala Harris, for-
mer president and Republican
presidential candidate Donald
Trump has said she is “unfit to
rule” and described her as a
“radical left lunatic” whom
voters will reject in November.
Trump, 78, launched a scathing
attack on Harris as he took the
stage for the first time to
address an election rally on
Wednesday after Harris
became the presumptive nom-
inee of the Democratic Party.
Over the weekend, President
Joe Biden, 81, announced that
he was dropping out of the race
and named Harris as his suc-
cessor.
Harris, 59, will be officially
announced as the party’s pres-
idential candidate at its
Democratic National
Convention in August.
“For three and a half years,
Lyin Kamala Harris has been
the ultra-liberal driving force
behind every single Biden cat-
astrophe. She is a radical left
lunatic who will destroy our

country if she ever gets the
chance to get into office. We’re
not going to let that happen,”
Trump said.
Trump, who has previously
called Biden “Sleepy Joe,” gave
Harris the nickname “Lyin
Kamala”.
“I was supposed to be nice.
They say something happened
to me when I got shot. I
became nice,” Trump said,
referring to his brief call for
national unity after the July 13
assassination attempt on him.  
“And when you’re dealing with
these people, they’re very dan-

gerous people. When you’re
dealing with them, you can’t be
too nice. You really can’t be. So
if you don’t mind, I’m not
going to be nice. Is that okay?”
he asked his supporters amidst
huge applause from the audi-
ence.
Harris is the most liberal elect-
ed politician in American his-
tory, he said.
This November, the American
people are going to tell her, no
thanks, Kamala, Trump said.
“You’ve done a terrible job.
You’ve been terrible at every-
thing you’ve done. You’re ultra-
liberal. We don’t want you
here. We don’t want you any-
where. Kamala, you’re fired.
Get out of here. You’re fired,”
Trump said. 
Trump continued linking
Harris to Biden and his poli-
cies and argued that both
worked to cover up the presi-
dent’s physical decline while in
office.She was appointed by
this horrible president, this
horrible guy...what they’ve
done to our country is
unthinkable,” he alleged.
Trump told his cheering sup-
porters that Harris lies.
A vote for Harris is a vote for

four more years of dishonesty,
incompetence, weakness and
failure, Trump said.  Trump
alleged everything Harris
touches turns into a total dis-
aster. He mentioned Harris as
many as 45 times in his speech.
“When Kamala Harris was
sent to Europe to deter Russia
from attacking Ukraine, how
did that work out? Russia
answered by launching the
invasion just five days after she
left. Putin laughed at her like
she was nothing. She is noth-
ing. She’s so bad for us.
Everything Kamala touches
turns into a total disaster. She’s
destroyed San Francisco with
the policies,” Trump
said.Harris has worked as a
prosecutor, first as the district
attorney in San Francisco and
later as the attorney general of
California.  
“She’ll destroy our country if
she’s elected. So we won’t let
her be elected. We can’t let that
happen. Unbelievably, despite
all of the damage she’s caused,
radical, liberal Kamala Harris
now wants a promotion to
deliver four more years of
chaos. We’ve had the worst
four years,” he said.
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Two Chinese and two Russian
long-range bombers were

tracked flying over internation-
al waters near Alaska and US
and Canadian fighter jets were
sent up in response, their joint
aerospace command said. The
Chinese and Russian military
activity Wednesday was not
seen as a threat, the North
American Aerospace Defense
Command, known as NORAD,
said. China and Russia con-
firmed Thursday that they had
conducted a joint air patrol
over the Bering Sea, which
divides Russia and Alaska.
“NORAD will continue to mon-
itor competitor activity near
North America and meet pres-
ence with presence,” the com-
mand said in a news release.
While Russia’s military has long
been active in the north Pacific,
China has emerged as a new
actor in recent years as its grow-
ing navy and air force expands
their presence farther from the
country’s shores. The Russian

Defense Ministry said the joint
patrol also flew over the Chukchi
Sea, which is on the north side
of the Bering Strait. Russian
fighter jets and strategic
bombers were joined by Chinese
strategic bombers in the exercis-
es, which lasted more than five
hours, the ministry said.
The joint patrol tested and
improved coordination between
the two air forces, said Zhang
Xiaogang, a spokesperson for
China’s Defense Ministry. He
said it was the eighth joint
strategic air patrol since 2019. He
declined to comment when
asked if it was the first such
patrol over the Bering Sea.
NORAD said it had detected the
two Chinese H-6 and two
Russian Tupolev Tu-95 bombers
in the North American US Air
Defense Identification Zone, an
area beyond US and Canadian
airspace in which those coun-
tries require aircraft to be iden-
tified for national security rea-
sons.A photo released by the
Russian Defense Ministry
showed a Russian Su-30 fighter

jet escorting a Chinese bomber.
Another photo posted online by
the military channel of China’s
state broadcaster CCTV showed
Russian and Chinese long-
winged bombers flying in par-
allel formation against mostly
blue skies.
The Japanese military has grown
increasingly concerned about
joint China-Russia drills and the
potential threat they represent to
the security of Japan and the
region. A fleet of Russian and
Chinese warplanes including
Tu-95s and H-6s was seen fly-
ing together last December over
the waters between Japan and
Korea, Japan’s Defense Ministry
said. At the time, China’s
Defense Ministry called it the
seventh joint strategic air patrol
with Russia. Chinese naval ships
have showed up in internation-
al waters near Alaska, most
recently in mid-July when the
Coast Guard spotted four ships
in the US Exclusive Economic
Zone, which extends 200 nauti-
cal miles (370 kilometers) from
the shore.
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Nepalese authorities on
Thursday recovered the

black box of the aircraft that
crashed here a day before and
handed it over to a probe team
formed to inquire into the
tragic accident that killed 18
persons, including a child. A
Pokhra-bound Bombardier
CRJ-200 aircraft of Saurya
Airlines, carrying 19 people,
crashed and caught fire short-
ly after taking off from the
Tribhuvan International
Airport here on Wednesday,
killing 18 people aboard, and
seriously injuring the pilot.
The deceased included two
crew members, technical staff
of the airline, and a family of
three, including a four-year-old
boy.  Hansa Raj Pandey, deputy

director general of the Civil
Aviation Authority, said the
black box of the crashed aircraft
has been recovered and hand-
ed over to a probe team for nec-
essary action. 
The probe team is headed by
Ratish Chandra Lal, former
director general of the Civil
Aviation Authority, and

includes four other experts.
The team has to submit its
probe report along with recom-
mendations within 45 days.
The dead bodies are in the
process of identification after
conducting a post mortem and
they will be handed over to the
family members by Friday,
Pandey said.
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Kathmandu (PTI): Captain
Manish Raj Shakya, the lone
survivor of a deadly plane
crash in Nepal that killed 18
other people on board, was
saved after the cockpit of the
aircraft was sheared off by a
freight container seconds
before the rest of the aircraft
went up in flames, a media
report said on Thursday.The
Bombardier CRJ-200 aircraft of
Saurya Airlines, carrying 19
people, including two crew
members, technical staff of the
airline and a child and his
mother caught fire shortly after
taking off from the Tribhuvan
International Airport (TIA)
here on Wednesday.
The aircraft was bound for the

Pokhara International Airport
for regular maintenance ser-
vice.
Of the deceased, 15 died on the
spot while three died during
treatment at a local hospital,
authorities said.
Airport security personnel said
when the plane hit the contain-
er, the front part of the cock-
pit got stuck in it, while the rest
of the plane fell to the ground
reaching another side of the
ground.
According to Deputy Inspector
General and Chief of TIA
Airport Security Office Ram
Dutt Joshi, Captain Shakya, 37,
was rescued from inside the
container which was on the
TIA premises.  

“We rescued Captain Shakya
from inside the container,” The
Rising Nepal newspaper quot-
ed DIG Joshi as saying.
Doctors have initiated an inves-
tigation into the brain scars of
Shakya.Shakya is currently
receiving treatment at
Kathmandu Medical College
(KMC).According to the doc-
tors involved in treatment,
although the injuries in differ-
ent parts of the body and the
broken bones at two places of
the backbone have not caused
serious problems, the doctors
are investigating to find out the
cause of the scars on Shakya’s
brain. 
Neurosurgeon Dr Amit Thapa
said that he could provide fur-

ther information only after the
Magnetic Resonance Imaging
(MRI) scan of Shakya’s brain
scars.  Captain Shakya’s health
condition showed improve-
ment on Thursday as compared
to Wednesday. The doctors
said he is “free from danger”
and can speak. He can also con-
sume liquid food.
According to KMC sources,
Captain Shakya sustained sev-
eral internal injuries despite not
being burnt in the fire. The
doctors are preparing for
surgery to address his broken
bones.
In solemn tribute to the 18 lives
lost, the Nepal government
has decreed that the national
flag will be flown at half-mast

on Thursday.In response to
the tragedy, a five-member
probe commission has been
formed to investigate the inci-
dent. The commission will be
led by Ratish Chandra Lal
Suman, former Director
General of the Civil Aviation
Authority of Nepal (CAAN).
The commission is tasked with
delivering its report and recom-
mendations within 45 days to
prevent similar accidents in the
future.Authorities are conduct-
ing an autopsy on the 18 peo-
ple who lost their lives in the
accident.The postmortem of
the deceased began on
Wednesday evening at the
Tribhuvan University Teaching
Hospital (TUTH). 
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Washington (PTI): Pro
Palestinian-protestors on
Wednesday lowered an
American flag and burned it
down a few blocks away from
the US Congress and hoisted a
Palestine flag in its place. The
incident happened in front of
the Union Station, near the US
Congress, where Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
addressed a Joint Session of the
US Congress. 
The protestors in several hun-
dreds were protesting against
the US policy in the Middle
East and the bombing of inno-
cent civilians by Israelis in
Gaza and parts of Palestine. Six
people were arrested by the
local police. Videos posted
online showed that the protes-
tors were shouting pro-Hamas
and anti-Israeli slogans. They
lowered a huge American flag
in front of the busy Union
Station and burned it down,
then they raised the flag of
Palestine which was much
smaller.
The protests were also held in
several parts of the city as
Netanyahu addressed the

���%�$�
�������
$-$#��"�"
�;��
���6%���%��&
!��
London (AP): A British police
officer was suspended from all
duties Thursday after a video was
posted on social media that
appeared to show an officer
kicking and stamping on the
head of a man lying on the floor
of a terminal at Manchester
Airport. Greater Manchester
Police said the incident occurred
while police were trying to break
up a fight at the airport’s Terminal
Two on Wednesday. Three offi-
cers were assaulted, with one suf-
fering a broken nose and anoth-
er requiring hospital treatment,
the force said. “We understand
the deep concerns that have
been widely raised with us, and
will continue to meet and discuss
these feelings with Greater
Manchester residents and elect-
ed representatives, whilst this
independent investigation takes
place,” Police said in a statement.
The incident comes amid rising
distrust of police in Britain fol-
lowing allegations of excessive
force used against ethnic minori-
ties and scandals involving two
serving police officers who were
arrested for rape and murder.
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The Budget announcement
about a comprehensive

review of the Income Tax
Act, 1961, is an attempt to
make the “bulky” law
“simpler” to understand and
comfortable to use for
taxpayers along with aligning
new technology processes
with it, CBDT Chairman
Ravi Agrawal has said.
The Act that started its
journey in 1922 contains 298
sections, 23 chapters and
other provisions in its
current form of 1961.
Speaking to PTI during a
post-budget interview on
Wednesday, Agrawal said the
Act has seen “redundancies”
over a period of time making
it “thick and bulky.”
“The taxpayers also feel that
the Act is not so simple, as it
ought to be...It is
cumbersome...So the attempt
is if we can make this Act
simpler, simpler to
comprehend, simpler in
terms of language, simpler in
terms of presentation, then
that hitch of the taxpayer to
actually not see the Act and
take the help of a tax
practitioner or someone
(maybe eased)...”

“We are working towards
how can we make it (Income
Tax Act) simple so that the
taxpayer feels comfortable
seeing the provisions himself
or herself and that it is more
user friendly,” the Central
Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) head said.
It is also important to review
the law as technology has
become an integral part of
tax administration and “we
have to see where the gaps
are and how we actually can
align technology with the
provisions of the Act,”
Agrawal said.
We are looking to undertake
further improvements (in the
law), he added.
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, while

presenting the Union Budget
for 2024-25 on Tuesday,
announced a
“comprehensive” review of
the Income Tax Act of 1961.
“The purpose is to make the
Act concise, lucid, easy to
read and understand. This
will reduce disputes and
litigation, thereby providing
tax certainty to the taxpayers.
It will also bring down the
demand embroiled in
litigation. It is proposed to be
completed in six months,”
she said.
Sitharaman added that a
beginning was being made in
the Finance Bill by
simplifying the tax regime
for charities, TDS rate
structure, provisions for
reassessment, search

provisions and capital gains
taxation.
Asked about the budget
proposal of granting
immunity from penalty and
prosecution to a ‘benamidar’
(in whose name a benami
asset is standing) under the
Benami Transactions
Prohibition Act, the CBDT
chief said this was aimed to
make the act “effective”.
The minister said the move
was intended to “improve
conviction” under this law,
which was enacted in 1988
but implemented in
November 2016 by the Modi
government.
A convict under this law can
be sentenced to a rigorous
imprisonment of up to seven
years and a fine of up to 25
per cent of the fair market
value of the property.
Benami properties are those
in which the real beneficiary
is not the one in whose name
the property has been
purchased.
Agrawal also said that the
Income Tax Department has
completed about 6.5 lakh
assessment cases and about 2
lakh appeals under the
faceless assessment regime
that was launched by the
government in 2019-20. 
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Rationalisation of customs
duties in the Budget on

leather sector will help
create more jobs and push
exports, CLE said on
Thursday.
The Council for Leather
Exports (CLE) said that the
Budget announcement of
support for setting up
working women hostels,
establishing creches and
women-specific skilling
programmes will further
enhance the women
workforce in the sector.
The employment linked
incentive scheme is a major
support measure for the
leather and footwear sector,
as this is a labour-intensive
sector, CLE Chairman
Rajendra Kumar Jalan said.
“Two major measures have
been announced for the
leather and footwear sector
in the Union Budget. One is
the rationalisation of export
duties on leathers and the
other is the inclusion of
more inputs including wet
blue chrome tanned leather,
wet white leather, crust
leather and finished leather
under the Duty Free Scheme
for leather garments, leather

products and footwear
exporters,” he said.
Jalan added on the export
duty front, the levy on wet
blue and crust leather has
been brought down from 40
per cent to 20 per cent.
This will facilitate the export
of value-added processed
leathers from the country as
there is a huge demand for
these leathers in the global
market, he said.
“We hope that the
government will further
reduce this export duty for
crust leathers from 20 per
cent to nil in future, so as to
achieve our objective of
enhancing the export of

value-added leathers by
USD 1 billion in the next 2-
3 years,” Jalan said.
He added that allowing duty
free imports of critical raw
materials and inputs,
including wet blue, crust
and finished leathers, will
help facilitate the export of
value-added products from
the country.
“This will be a major step in
realising our ambition of
achieving the exporter
target of USD 13.7 billion by
2029-30 by the leather and
footwear sector, from the
export value of USD 4.69
billion during 2023-24,” he
said. 
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India’s cybersecurity market
has posted a compounded

annual growth rate of 25 per
cent since 2019, crossing the
USD 6 billion mark in 2023,
and is projected to expand
further with global spending
touching USD 200 billion this
year, Prayank Swaroop, partner
at global VC fund Accel, said
on Thursday.
Cybersecurity startups in the
country are poised to see a
steady growth on the back of
higher spending in the
domestic market, he said at the
Accel Cybersecurity Summit
2024 in Bengaluru.
Highlighting the potential of
the country’s cybersecurity
market, Swaroop said Indian
cybersecurity startups are
poised to make a global impact,
and continue their growth
momentum amid a sharp rise
in spending for cybersecurity
globally.
The Accel Cybersecurity
Summit 2024, India’s largest
cybersecurity summit, saw
participation from across the
world. The gathering included
prominent founders, global
cybersecurity experts and
CISOs (chief information
security officer) of major
enterprises.
“Our mission with this summit
is to elevate the ecosystem of
cybersecurity founders and
operators by bringing together
some of the best minds in the
domain,” said Swaroop.
Data available with IDC,
Gartner, and other leading

research firms suggest that
global spending in
cybersecurity is expected to
cross USD 200 billion in 2024.
“Indian cybersecurity startups
will impact the global
landscape as the market
proliferates significantly,” he
said, adding that the country’s
cybersecurity market
witnessed a 25 per cent CAGR
since 2019 and crossed USD 6
billion in 2023.
Indian cybersecurity startups
received USD 157 million
funding in the past two years.
Multiple reports attest to the
spike in global spending for
cybersecurity, with an IDC
report projecting spends
upwards of USD 36 billion in
the Asia Pacific alone.
This spike in spending, the
growing importance of security
awareness, a need to foster a
robust security system and
looking for solutions to the
rising spectre of cybersecurity
threats were the crux of
Swaroop’s inaugural address at
the summit.
Despite growing interest, data

security and privacy remain
significant concerns, alongside
issues such as data breaches,
IoT attacks, and social and
regulatory pressures, Swaroop
said.
He pointed out that cyber
attacks have increased by 71
per cent on a year-on-year basis
and are conducted using stolen
or compromised credentials.
This, he said, makes
safeguarding data, the most
valuable asset, very important.
Generative AI is the flavour of
the season, and Swaroop dwelt
on the impact of generative AI
on cybersecurity in-depth and
termed it a ‘gamechanger’.
This is not just introduction of
spaces but also the usage of
cutting-edge technology to
automate security services
spending, estimated to be
worth up to USD 50 billion.
On the generative AI impact,
Swaroop said, “AI can
significantly enhance
operational efficiency by
streamlining tasks such as log
monitoring, alert
summarisation, patch

management, and reporting,
thereby allowing cybersecurity
practitioners to dedicate more
time to strategic initiatives and
strengthening defences against
cyberthreats.”
The growing importance of AI
in cyber defence, especially in
areas such as early vulnerability
detection, automated threat
modelling, and real-time threat
detection, was also emphasised.
According to Swaroop,
generative AI has emerged an
indispensable tool in the war
against cyber threats. 
“In the future, AI will play an
increasingly pivotal role in
cyber defence. It is reshaping
the industry by enhancing key
areas such as early vulnerability
detection, automated threat
modelling, and real-time threat
detection.
“Moreover, it improves vendor
risk management, penetration
testing, and addressing new
attack surfaces created by AI
technologies,” he said.
The evolution of AI solidifies
its status as an indispensable
tool in the ongoing war against
cyber threats. “We think it is
important to secure the AI
stack against threats like data
poisoning and supply chain
vulnerabilities while ensuring
compliance and security,”
Swaroop said.
The Accel partner concluded
his address by highlighting the
importance of integrating AI
technologies to create new
opportunities and face more
formidable challenges as the
broader cybersecurity market
expands. 
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Amid rising competition
from homegrown

challenger Ola Maps, Google
on Thursday announced a
slew of new features on
Google Maps to woo users in
India, including EV charging
station information, flyover
callouts and AI-driven
routing capability to reduce
narrow road usage for four-
wheeler drivers.
It is “an exciting time in
mapping”, Google Maps said
announcing its lineup of new
features, which comes in the
backdrop of a pitched battle
with Ola.
Google recently decided to
cut the pricing of Google
Maps platform for developers
by up to 70 per cent from
August 1, just weeks after Ola
Founder and CEO Bhavish
Aggarwal openly nudged
Indian developers to shun
Google Maps and offered
them sweeteners like one-year
free access to Ola Maps.
Replying to a question on the
timing of Google Maps’ price
cuts - coming right after an
offensive from Ola - Google
Maps senior executives said
that while “it’s tempting to
think that way, but we
actually do not focus on
competitors”.

“We’re very focused on
making sure we’re serving our
user base and our partner
community, which is our
developer partners. And to be
honest, we timed it with our
IO Connect event in
Bengaluru,” Miriam Daniel,
VP and GM at Google Maps,
said at a briefing.
Daniel added: “...This is
something our partners have
been requesting of us for a
while, and we’ve been
working on it for quite some
time to make sure our
infrastructure, our pricing
systems are localised and
adapted to the needs of our
partners in India.”
On Thursday, the company
announced six ways it is
enabling more efficient and
sustainable journeys on

Google Maps in India,
powered by AI and local
partners.
“These new features reaffirm
our commitment to making
digital mapping even more
helpful for users, businesses,
developers and society at
large.
“We’re excited to continue our
journey of innovation and
build the future of Google
Maps right here in India,” a
blogpost by Daniel and
Lalitha Ramani, GM at
Google Maps, India, read.
Stating that navigating
narrow or congested roads in
unfamiliar areas can be a
challenge for four-wheeler
drivers, Google Maps
announced it is introducing a
new feature for users in India
designed to reduce the use of

narrow roads when driving
four-wheelers.
“To address this, we’ve
developed an AI model
specifically for Indian roads
that incorporates multiple
signals satellite imagery,
Street View and other
information like road types,
distance between buildings,
paved sections, etc. To
estimate road widths at scale.
Using these road width
estimates, we’ve fine-tuned
our existing AI routing
algorithms to help four-
wheelers avoid narrow roads
whenever possible, without
significantly impacting travel
time or distance,” the blogpost
said.
This means four-wheeler
drivers can enjoy a less
stressful driving experience,
and it also benefits bikers,
pedestrians and other
commuters who can now use
these narrow roads more
safely and confidently, it
added.
Google Maps is starting to roll
out this feature on Android
devices this week in eight
cities - Hyderabad,
Bengaluru, Chennai,
Coimbatore, Indore, Bhopal,
Bhubaneswar and Guwahati,
and has promised to bring the
feature to iOS and more cities
soon.

Another new feature on
Google Maps is call-out
flyovers along the
recommended route. This
feature helps users anticipate
upcoming flyovers and
prepare ahead of time to get
onto the flyover.
“Starting this week, you’ll see
these flyover callouts in 40
cities across India for both
four-wheeler and two-
wheeler active navigation on
Android apps and Android
Auto. IOS and CarPlay
support will be coming soon,”
it said.
Both Narrow Roads and
Flyover features have been
pioneered in India, tailored to
the unique navigation needs
of users, it said.
To ensure EV drivers have the
tools they need to confidently
hit the road, the company has
also announced the
availability of information
about EV charging stations
on both Google Maps and
Google Search in India.
“To achieve this, we’re
collaborating with leading
EV charging providers in
India ElectricPe, Ather,
Kazam, and Statiq to add
authoritative information for
over 8,000 charging stations,
representing a significant
portion of available charging
stations in India,” it said. 
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Sugar industry body ISMA
on Thursday said it has

presented a plan to the
government to transform
sugar mills into bio-
refineries, aiming to boost
production of sustainable
aviation fuel and other green
energy sources.
The representatives of the
Indian Sugar & Bio-Energy
Manufacturers Association
(ISMA) met with Food
Minister Pralhad Joshi to
discuss a policy framework
for the transition, which
would expand beyond
current ethanol,
bioelectricity, and biogas
production, a statement said.
ISMA Director General
Deepak Ballani said the
initiative would help India
meet international aviation
blending targets set to take
effect in 2027 under CORSIA
mandates while supporting
the country’s net-zero and

self-reliance goals.
“We see a future where local
resources drive national
development,” Ballani said in
the statement adding that
“This aligns with the
government’s vision for a self-
reliant India.”
The plan aims to create
alternative markets for India’s
estimated 55 million
sugarcane farmers, building
on the success of the current
ethanol blending programme
in increasing farmer incomes.
The government launched
400 E-100 fuel pumps last
year. Joshi stressed the need
to promote E-100 use,
particularly given India’s
leadership of the Global
Biofuels Alliance.
ISMA pledged to work
closely with the government
on the swift implementation
of the bio-refinery plan,
which is expected to set new
benchmarks in the sector and
strengthen India’s energy
security. 
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Budget announcements
for the marine sector

such as rationalisation of
customs duties and
financing facilities will
help boost the country’s
India’s aquaculture and
seafood exports, MPEDA
said on Thursday.
The Marine Products
Export Development
Authority (MPEDA) also
said the Budget includes a
range of strategic measures
aimed at bolstering the
competitiveness of marine
products, with a particular
focus on shrimp
production and export.
Various inputs used in the
manufacture of shrimp
and fish feed will now
enjoy customs duty
exemptions, it said adding
a number of feed inputs
such as mineral and
vitamin pre-mixes, krill
meal, fish lipid oil, crude
fish oil, algal prime, algal
oil are fully exempted from
any import duty.
Artemia and Artemia cysts
which are key nutritional
inputs in aqua hatchery
were also fully exempted
from any import duty.
The Basic Customs Duty
(BCD) on essential
aquafarm/ hatchery inputs
such as Vannamei and
black tiger broodstock,
polychaete worms, and
fish/shrimp feed has been

reduced to 5 per cent.
Import duty for insect
meal and single-cell
protein has been cut down
to 5 per cent.
“These announcements
made in the Union Budget
2024-25 are set to
significantly enhance
aquaculture and seafood
export sectors,” the
authority said.
It also said that the
government has
committed to providing
substantial financial
support to establish a
network of Nucleus
Breeding Centres (NBCs)
for shrimp broodstocks.
“This initiative is
anticipated to drastically
reduce India’s reliance on
imported broodstock,
potentially saving the
industry up to Rs 150 crore
annually,” it said adding
hatchery operators are
expected to benefit
significantly, with
projected savings of 50 per
cent on broodstock costs.
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Equity market benchmark
indices Sensex and Nifty

stayed on the back foot for the
fifth straight session on
Thursday as investors
offloaded metal, banking and
finance stocks amid a
lacklustre trend in global
markets. 
Heavy foreign fund outflows
after a hike in securities
transaction tax and short-
term capital gains tax also
impacted markets’ sentiment
negatively, traders said. 
However, strong buying in oil
& stocks, energy and auto
shares helped the indices
offset some losses, they added.
After a sharp fall in intra-day
trade, the 30-share BSE
Sensex managed to recover
some of the lost ground to
settle 109.08 points or 0.14 per
cent lower at 80,039.80, as a
sharp rally in Tata Motors and
Larsen & Toubro restricted its
fall. During the day, it tanked
671 points or 0.83 per cent to
79,477.83. 
Shares of Larsen & Toubro
ended nearly 3 per cent higher
after the company posted a 12
per cent rise in consolidated
profit after tax (PAT) in the
June quarter.
Tata Motors jumped nearly 6
per cent.
The NSE Nifty dipped 7.40
points or 0.03 per cent to
24,406.10. Intra-day, it
tumbled 202.7 points or 0.83

per cent to 24,210.80.
In five days, the BSE
benchmark has tumbled
1,303.66 points or 1.60 per
cent, while the Nifty declined
394.75 points or 1.59 per cent.
“Overnight slump in US
equities caused a major slump
in domestic markets in early
trade due to heavy profit-
taking in banking, IT, metals
and realty stocks.
“However, markets recouped
most of its losses towards the
end, with Sensex managing to
close above the crucial 80k-
mark amid buying in oil & gas
and automobile stocks,
indicating that investors are
willing to bet on good
fundamental sectoral stocks
despite rising concerns of the
stretched valuations of the
Indian markets,” Prashanth
Tapse, Senior VP (Research),
Mehta Equities Ltd, said.
From the Sensex pack, Axis
Bank declined over 5 per cent

after the company’s June
quarter earnings failed to
cheer investors.
Nestle, Titan, ICICI Bank,
Tata Steel, IndusInd Bank,
ITC, JSW Steel and State Bank
of India were the other
laggards.
Sun Pharma, Kotak Mahindra
Bank, Bajaj Finance and
Power Grid also ended in the
positive territory.
“After a volatile session, the
Indian market concluded on a
flat note, influenced by lower-
than-expected earnings
growth from major banks.
Global indices also reacted
pessimistically due to the
disappointing results from top
US tech companies.
“However, the government’s
commitment to improving
consumption and bridging the
gap for energy transition in
the budget buoyed sectoral
sentiments,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research, Geojit

Financial Services.
In the broader market, the
BSE midcap gauge declined
0.22 per cent, and smallcap
index dipped 0.14 per cent.
Among the indices, metal lost
1.19 per cent, bankex (1.10
per cent), realty (0.80 per
cent), telecommunication
(0.65 per cent) and financial
services (0.60 per cent).
On the other hand, energy,
healthcare, industrials,
utilities, auto and oil & gas
were among the gainers.
“Global stocks tumbled on
Thursday after a tech-fuelled
sell-off on Wall Street last
night. A slew of disappointing
results caused traders to panic
that the artificial-intelligence
frenzy that has powered the
bull market this year may have
been overdone,” Deepak
Jasani, Head of Retail
Research, HDFC Securities,
said.
In Asian markets, Seoul,
Tokyo, Shanghai and Hong
Kong settled lower.
European markets were
trading in the negative
territory in the mid-session
deals. US markets ended
significantly lower on
Wednesday.
Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) offloaded equities
worth Rs 5,130.90 crore on
Wednesday, according to
exchange data.
Global oil benchmark Brent
crude declined 1.73 per cent
to USD 80.31 a barrel.
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Some would be carrying a huge
burden of expectations, some
others would look to spring a

surprise and a few more would be
eyeing the perfect closure to their
glittering careers as the 117-strong
Indian contingent aims for a
better-than-before performance in
the Olympic Games, starting here
on Friday.
India returned from Tokyo with
seven medals, and it is only natural
that a double-digit performance is
now desired in Paris.
Except for wrestlers, who have
waded through a highly
controversial build-up, athletes in
all disciplines have have had no
complaints about their
preparations.
Whether it was training abroad or
getting the best of facilities to
sharpen their skills, there was
planning in place.
But will the hard work, the
strategies and the unbridled
support translate into medals?

THE BIG PICTURE
It will be a Heculean task to match
the Tokyo figures of seven medals,
given that except for reigning
Olympic champion Neeraj
Chopra, not many are top
contenders in their respective
disciplines.
More than half of the 117-member
contingent is from three sports --
athletics (29 ), shooting (21) and
hockey (19). Of these 69 athletes,
40 are debutants.
In other sports too, there are
debutants like tennis player N
Sriram Balaji and wrestler Reetika
Hooda. They are not exactly
inexperienced, but largely, India’s
campaign will be driven by the

athletes, who will be competing on
a stage this grand for the first time.
Then there are the seasoned ones
who would be expected to raise
their game suitably.
Two-time medallist shuttler PV
Sindhu, tennis player Rohan
Bopanna, legendary table tennis
player Sharath Kamal and hockey
goalkeeper PR Sreejesh are
certainly playing their last
Olympics.
The hockey team has endured
patchy form in the build-up to the
Games, the boxers and wrestlers
are lacking in real competition
time. The shooters too have
notched up mixed results heading

into the Olympics.
The track and field athletes,
especially Avinash Sable, have
done well of late, but compared to
their global rivals, their
performances don’t seem enough
to put them in the bracket of
medal hopefuls.
For instance, steeplechaser Sable
has been consistently bettering his
own national record. His best
stands at 8:09.94 but there are
seven international runners who
have achieved better timing than
that in the run-up to the Games.
Given this, Even making the finals
will be considered a huge
achievement.

BEST CHANCE
India’s hopes for podium finishes
largely hinge on Neeraj, despite
concerns around his adductor
niggle, and the in-form badminton
duo of Chirag Shetty and
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy.
The coveted 90m mark has eluded
Neeraj from Tokyo to Paris but the
ace javelin thrower seems to be
doing just enough, and most
importantly, consistently, to land
global titles.
On big competition days, Neeraj
has fared better than his other
fancied rivals and if he is fit, the
javelin thrower from Panipat will
have a chance to become only the

third athlete in India’s sports
history to win back-to-back
Olympic medals.
Only Sindhu (2016 Rio and 2012
Tokyo) and wrestler Sushil Kumar
(2008 Beijing, 2012 London) have
managed to win two consecutive
medals.
Rankireddy and Chirag have
grown into one of India’s most
formidable men’s doubles teams
and they are being seen as certain
medal winners.
Talking about Sindhu, she is not in
the best of form and has also got a
tough draw but if she can come
through the initial rounds, the vast
experience could help her make

the medal round.
HOCKEY: The men’s hockey team
has been inconsistent. It lost all
five games in Australia recently
after a mixed run in the Pro
League. It was a far cry from the
Asian Games in Hangzhou where
the team emerged champion.
Penalty Corner conversion and
maintaining the tempo
throughout a match remain a
concern.
And if that’s not enough, the
Indian team has been clubbed with
heavyweights Australia, Belgium,
Argentina, New Zealand and
Ireland. There is no room for error
if the team has to make the top-
four from this pool.
SHOOTING: It’s been a quiet
build-up for the 21-member
shooting contingent, the biggest
ever, compared to London and
Tokyo where stars such as Manu
Bhaker and Saurabh Chaudhary
had raised medal hopes with their
exceptional performances in the
run-up to the Games.
Even Divyansh Panwar and
Elavenil Valarivan were hailed as
future superstars but all of them
have flattered to deceive. 
There is hardly any spotlight on
shooters but still Sift Kaur Samra
(50m three position) , Sandeep
Singh (10m air rifle) and Aishwary
Pratap Singh Tomar (men’s 50 m
rifle) have it in them to end the 12-
year wait for a medal.
Gagan Narang, who is now India’s
Chef de Mission, was the last
Indian shooter to climb the
podium when he won the 10m air
rifle bronze in the 2012 London
Games.
WRESTLING: The sport has
delivered a medal for India in the
last four editions. The hopes of
winning four to five medals were

raised for the Paris Games but the
protest against the Wrestling
Federation of India brought the
sport to a standstill.
There was no national camp, and
no competition for a long time.
The qualified wrestlers have
trained on their own at the centres
of their choice -- both in India and
abroad.
Fitness status of many is not
known, but going into the Games,
Anshu Malik, Antim Panghal and
Aman Sehrawat are considered
India’s best bets. Reetika Hooda,
the U-23 world champion, will be
a dark dorse.
OTHERS: The archers and TT
players have qualified for the
Games on the basis of their
rankings. While it is a huge
achievement for TT players, the
same can’t be said about the
archers.
They have promised a lot in the
past too but have not been able to
deliver. The recent episode of their
coach being denied the Games
accreditation means the campaign
has started on a negative note. 
Weightlifter Mirabai Chanu, the
Tokyo Games silver-medallist, has
struggled with injury and form of
late and is perhaps not in the best
frame of mind. There are question
marks if she will be able to repeat
her success. 
Experienced boxer Nikhat Zareen
and Nishant Dev will be watched
keenly as their latest results have
been encouraging. So far, India
have won 35 medals at the
Olympics with shooter Abhinav
Bindra (2008) and Neeraj Chopra
(2021) being the only two
individual gold medal winners. 
It’s time to turn aspirations into
achievements. Let the Games
begin. 
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Debutant Ankita Bhakat
left behind seasoned

campaigners like Deepika
Kumar to emerge as the
best-placed Indian archer at
11th in the Paris Olympics’
women’s individual recurve
qualifications as the country
secured a quarterfinal spot
in the team event by
finishing fourth here on
Thursday.
The 26-year-old Ankita was
the top-ranked Indian
woman with 666 points,
followed by Bhajan Kaur
(22nd with 559 points) and
Deepika Kumari (23rd with
658 points).
In the team event, India
grabbed the fourth spot by
scoring 1983 points. South
Korea topped the standings
with 2046 points. China
finished runners-up while
Mexico grabbed the third
spot. The top four in the
team standings directly
advance to the quarterfinals,
while those ending between
5th to 12th play the Round
of 16 fixtures.
India will face the winner of
the contest between France
and Netherlands in the
quarterfinals.
If they clear the quarters,
India could be headed for a

semifinal showdown with
heavyweights Korea.
The Korean women’s team
has been invincible in the
Olympics, winning a ninth
straight medal in Tokyo
three years ago.
In the individual section,
Korea’s Lim Sihyeon
smashed a world record
score of 694 to top the
standings, while her
compatriot Suhyeon Nam
scored 688 points to finish
second. China’s Yang Xiaolei
was third with 673.
Ankita, who hails from
Bengal and represents Tata

Academy, was the surprise
package on the day from the
Indian perspective, even as
four-time Olympian
Deepika faltered to return
her worst ever qualification
result at the Games.
Deepika will, for the first
time, miss out on the mixed
team berth as Ankita topped
among the Indians.
Ankita will partner the top
Indian finisher in the men’s
qualification in the mixed
team finals.
The men’s qualifiers get
underway in the afternoon
session. 
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Indian hockey forward
Sukhjeet Singh is unfazed

by the pressure of playing at
the highest level and is
watching the clips of his
international goals to boost
his confidence ahead of his
Olympic debut at the Paris
Games.
“I made my debut in the
Indian team in 2022 and
scored a goal in my debut
match against Spain in the
FIH Pro League. The journey
so far has been good and I try
to do my best in every match,”
he told PTI Bhasha in an
interview before departing
for Paris.
Having scored 22 goals in 70
international matches so far,
Sukhjeet is prepared
physically and mentally to
face the pressure of the
Olympics.
He is one of the five debutants
-- Sanjay, Abhishek,
Rajkumar Pal, and
Jarmanpreet Singh -- who
have joined the 11 members
of Tokyo Olympic bronze
medalist team for the Paris
Games. 
“I am not feeling any pressure

at all. We have played big
tournaments, so we know
how to handle pressure. We
are confident of playing well
against big teams in the pool
as our preparation has been
really good,” said the 27-year-
old.
The team will begin its
campaign on July 27 against
New Zealand, followed by
matches against Argentina
(July 29), Ireland (July 30),
Belgium (August 1) and
Australia (August 2).
India and Australia have
clashed on the hockey field a

total of 43 times since 2013,
according to data from the
FIH Data Hub.
Australia have emerged
victorious 33 times, while
India have won 8 games and 7
matches ended in a draw.
Similarly, India has 8 wins, 16
losses and 6 draws in 30
matches against Tokyo
Olympic champion Belgium
in the last 10 years.
Sukhjeet had scored six goals
in his debut tournament --
FIH Pro League -- in 2022.
After this, he scored three
goals in the 2023 World Cup

held in India. He was also
part of the Indian team that
won the gold medal in the
Asian Games in Hangzhou.
“I watch my clips of the
matches in which I scored
goals before big matches. This
increases my confidence and I
try to do better in the next
match. My previous
performance makes me
mentally stronger,” he said
when asked about mental
preparations for the
Olympics.
“Apart from this, talking to a
sports psychologist before the
semi-finals or finals in the
Asian Games and also during
the Asian Champions Trophy
has benefited a lot. They tell
us how to handle pressure.
The tips I get from them are
very useful.
“Senior players in our team,
Shree Bhai (PR Sreejesh),
Manpreet, Harmanpreet have
a lot of experience. They tell
us about their experiences
and motivate us to perform
well. If we have any problem,
we talk to them.”
Sukhjeet was introduced to
hockey by his father Ajit
Singh when he was six years
old. Former Punjab Police

hockey player Ajit could not
play for the national team but
he wanted his son to don the
India jersey.
“My father used to play for
Punjab Police and he always
had a dream to see his son
represent India. It is because
of his support that I am at this
stage. It will be a proud
moment for him and my
entire family when I step on
the field in Paris,” he said.
Asked which players he is
eager to meet in the Olympic
Games Village, Sukhjeet said
that at present the focus is on
his preparation.
“I am looking forward to
meeting Australian hockey
team forward Blake Grovers,
against whom I have played
many matches. But the focus
is on our preparation, not on
the glamour of Games
Village.
“There is a good coordination
between young and
experienced players in the
team and we are sure that the
trend started in Tokyo will
continue further in Paris,”
said Sukhjeet, who loves to
listen to Punjabi songs to
relax and unwind amid
rigorous training. 
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From spending time in a
hypoxic chamber to

sparring with a variety of
partners to adapt to
different styles, Indian
badminton ace PV Sindhu
has left no stones unturned
to be battle-ready for the
Paris Games, where she will
be chasing an
unprecedented third
consecutive Olympic medal.
Sindhu’s form has been
patchy of late but she says the
hat-trick of medals is very
much possible because the
last eight months spent with
mentor Prakash Padukone
has instilled confidence in
her.
No Indian player has won
three Olympic medals on the
trot and a podium finish will
make Sindhu arguably India’s
greatest athlete.
“I am aiming for a medal,
definitely, yes. Whether it’s
one or two or three, it doesn’t
matter. I’ve won two medals
and I don’t want to take
pressure by thinking that, oh,
what is the third one,” she said
after a training session at
Porte de la Chapelle Arena
here.
“Every time I play Olympics,
it’s a new Olympics for me. So
every time I go out there, I
want to get a medal and
hopefully, I will do that hat
trick soon.”

Sindhu had won silver and
bronze in the last two
Olympics at Rio de Janeiro
and Tokyo respectively.
Before coming to Paris,
Sindhu trained at
Sportcampus Saar in
Saarbrucken, Germany where
the altitude, the weather, and
the conditions are similar to
the French capital.
There she created a hypoxic
chamber (low oxygen) in her
room and slept for a couple of
days. Hypoxic chambers help
prepare an athlete’s body to
function at higher-altitude
places.
“I couldn’t go to the high

altitude training center. I
didn’t have much time and
obviously, there I couldn’t
have been playing. So I just
thought, it would be good for
me instead of going
somewhere, getting it here
and doing some changes and
sleeping that way,” she
explained.
So, if the conditions demand
the maximum from an
athlete, with such training
they feel ready to negotiate
the challenge.
Sindhu said she has improved
her strokes and is more
consistent during the long
rallies.

“Being much more confident
in strokes,” she replied when
asked what difference she
finds after training with
Padukone.
“In women’s singles now,
there are a lot of long rallies
and long matches, being
consistent. I am confident in
that now,” she said.
“With every opponent, it’s a
different style and, you need
to play the right stroke at the
right time. And that’s what
Prakash sir also keeps saying.
We’ve been working on that.
And that’s almost there.
There’s a lot of improvement.
You will see that on court.”

The 29-year-old also shared
her training regime in
Germany, where she sparred
with all kinds of players and
sometimes competed
against two players at the
same time.
“Saarbrücken training was
really good. I was there for
almost a couple of weeks and
I got my own sparring
partners as well. I got an
opportunity to train with
different people. One was
like a left-hander and one
was an attacking player, a
rally player.
“And I had a Nigerian guy,
who also was sparring with
me. And one was a German
singles player who was also
playing with me for a couple
of days.”
Sindhu was an underdog in
the 2016 Olympics, while she
competed at Tokyo Games as
an experienced player.
Talking about her journey,
Sindhu said: “I’ve
experienced two different
kinds of Olympics where, in
one, a lot of people shouted
and cheered, but there was no
pressure. In the second one,
there were a lot of
responsibilities and pressure,
everybody wanted you to get
a medal, but there was no
crowd.
“But now it’s a mixture of
both (in Paris). I’m hoping for
the best medal to come out
there.” 
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Experienced table tennis
player Harmeet Desai

believes the Indian men’s TT
team has “a very good chance”
of reaching the optimum level
of performance at the Paris
Olympics and beat any side
on its day, having prepared in
earnest for the Games.
The Olympics will begin in
the French capital on Friday
with a grand opening
ceremony in the iconic Seine
river. 
“On a given day, I think we
really have a very good
chance of beating any team.
We have won against top
teams in the world in the past
and it is possible this time
also if we give our best. 
“In the Olympics, if all three
of us can put on the best show
then anything is possible,” the
31-year-old said during an
interview with Ultimate Table
Tennis.
He played an important role
in helping India clinch
Commonwealth Games gold
medals in 2018 and 2022.
Desai is part of the Indian
men’s team along with
Achanta Sharath Kamal,

Manav Thakkar and Sathiyan
Gnanasekaran. He will also be
competing in the individual
events.
Desai’s confidence stems from
the fact that the Indian men’s
team had defeated the mighty
Japan in the quarter-finals to
clinch the bronze medal at the
2018 Asian Games.
Speaking about the rise of
Indian table tennis on the
world stage, Desai credited
the government’s various
schemes and the launch of
Ultimate Table Tennis in 2017

for the development of the
sport.
“UTT has helped us get more
experience and exposure to
play with international
players and get guidance from
foreign coaches. That was not
the case before 2017. 
“So, this kind of experience
has helped the players get
more self-belief and perform
well in the international
arena,” he said.
The Indian table tennis
contingent created history
earlier this year when both
the men’s and women’s teams
qualified for the Olympics for
the first time and the
preparatory camps, in
Bengaluru from June 7-16
and in Saarbrucken, Germany
earlier this month, were
focused on working out the
perfect combinations for the
team events. 
The Indian men’s team will
face China in the opening
round while the women’s
side will open their
campaign against Romania.
The individual events will be
played from July 27 to
August 4 whereas the team
events are scheduled from
August 5 to 10. 
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New India head coach
Gautam Gambhir will
have the onerous task

of choosing between Rishabh
Pant and Sanju Samson
during the three-match T20I
series against Sri Lanka
starting from Saturday.
While most of the key stars of
the T20 World Cup winning
side sans the retiring duo of
Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli
are in the Island nation, the
choice between two
flamboyant wicketkeeper
batters Pant and Samson won’t
be an easy one.
Worse, even with two slots
vacant, one can’t fit in both the
hard-hitting batters. Pant with
171 runs was the third highest
run-getter for India in the T20
World Cup in the Americas
but Samson, though was part
of the team, didn’t get into any
game.
A bilateral series against Sri
Lanka, of late, has become a
low-stakes affair with the two
countries often engaged in
inconsequential series, some
of which India plays to help
other international cricket
boards stay afloat.
One such series was supposed
to be the upcoming one
against Sri Lanka but it has
assumed greater significance

after Gambhir took over as the
coach and Hardik Pandya, a
sure-shot candidate for
captaincy was surpassed by
Suryakumar Yadav.
In this backdrop, the presence
of Gambhir, a fiercely
opinionated former India
opener and a successful
franchise-level mentor, will
certainly have a broader say in
the team composition,
something that will be built
over two years in the run-up
to the next T20 World Cup.
The choice of a keeper-batter

in T20Is hasn’t exactly been a
straight forward one for India,
especially during the time
Pant was out of action due to a
horrific car accident in
December, 2022.
Ishan Kishan was around for
some time before he fell out of
favour after leaving the tour of
South Africa midway. Samson
has featured in some games,
so has Jitesh Sharma and
Dhruv Jurel in the interim.
Samson, one of Pant’s
contemporaries, has so far
played 28 T20I games with a

couple of fifties and strike rate
of 133 plus. But it will be fair
to say that 27 of those matches
have come in the period
between 2020 to present,
having made his debut back in
2015. So in three and half
years, 27 matches sporadically
isn’t a lot of games to build on
confidence.
While average is a slightly less
important aspect in the
shortest format, the Kerala
star would himself admit that
21.14 doesn’t do justice to his
immense potential. On the

other hand, Pant from his 74
T20I games has three fifties
and a strike-rate of a shade
below 127. Samson’s average is
thus pretty similar to the
Delhi Capitals skipper, who
scored at 22.70 per game.
In terms of sheer numbers
there is not much to choose
between the two. Both are
audacious stroke-makers,
Pant’s falling pull shots are
fascinating while Samson on
his day can hit the fastest of
bowlers over extra cover for
maximums.

It will also purely depend on
what the new team
management feels. When it
came to Rohit Sharma, he has
blind faith in Pant’s
capabilities and Samson
despite being in the squad
wasn’t even up for discussion
during the T20 World Cup.
However, in the next tour
following the T20 World Cup
when most first XI boys were
rested, Samson played the last
three games in Zimbabwe and
was also appointed vice-
captain to Shubman Gill.
In terms of keeping, Pant is a
far better keeper to spinners
like Ravi Bishnoi but in T20Is,
keeping skills aren’t that
important as there are very
few balls that would pose
trouble for the glovesmen.
Gambhir was Pant’s first first-
class captain and has seen him
as an 18-year-old even before
he played for the India U-19s.
But he has also been a big
advocate of Samson’s T20
prowess and vocal about his
inclusion during his days as a
TV pundit. 
It will be a very tough choice
and even if Pant is picked for
the series, he knows that he
would have to not only score
quick but also play a few big
innings to stack up the
numbers and keep Samson at
bay. 
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Frenchman Esteban Ocon
will drive for Haas from

next season as a replacement
for Kevin Magnussen, the
American Formula 1 team
said on Thursday.
Details of the deal were not
announced, with Haas only
saying that the 27-year-old
driver committed to a “multi-
year contract starting with the
2025 FIA Formula 1 World
Championship.”
Ocon, the only driver to win a
race for Alpine since it
rebranded from Renault at
the end of 2020, has picked up
just three points this season
and had already announced
he was leaving the French-
owned team. His Alpine
contract is expiring at the end
of the season.
Ocon made his F1 debut in
2016 with Manor and joined
the then-Renault team for
2020. His sole career win

came at the Hungarian Grand
Prix in 2021 for Alpine after a
crash in wet conditions took
out much of the field.
“I am thrilled to embark on
this new chapter in my
Formula 1 career,” Ocon said..
“I’ll be joining a very
ambitious racing team, whose
spirit, work ethic, and
undeniable upward trajectory
has really impressed me.”
Haas announced last week
that Magnussen would leave
Haas at the end of the season
when his contract expires.
On the eve of the Belgian
Grand Prix, team principal
Ayao Komatsu said Ocon
will bring crucial experience
to the team after 19-year-old
Oliver Bearman also joined.
The British driver will take
the seat vacated by German
driver Nico Hulkenberg,
who is joining Sauber at the
end of the year ahead 
of its rebranding to Audi for
2026.
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Top-seeded Novak
Djokovic could meet his

longtime rival Rafael Nadal
in the second round of the
Paris Olympic tennis
tournament.
Djokovic was drawn
Thursday against Australian
Matthew Ebden and Nadal
faces Hungary’s Marton
Fucsovics, with the winners
of those matches meeting in
Round 2.
The 38-year-old Nadal won a
record 14 of his 22 major
trophies at the French Open.
He won gold in singles at
Beijing in 2008, and in
doubles with Marc López at
Rio de Janeiro in 2016.
“Roland Garros as everybody
knows is the most special
place in tennis for me. I am
enjoying the fact I am back
for the Olympics,” Nadal said
on stage after the draw. “I am
just trying to enjoy every
single moment.”
French Open champion
Carlos Alcaraz takes on
Lebanese player Hady Habib.
Top-ranked Iga Swiatek of
Poland faces Irina-Camelia
Begu of Romania in the
opening round of the
women’s draw with second-
seeded American Coco
Gauff taking on Australian
Ajla Tomljanovic.
Gauff is the reigning US
Open champion and is
making her Olympic debut.
She is a flag bearer for the US
team at Friday’s opening
ceremony along with
basketball star LeBron James.

She will be the first tennis
athlete to carry the US flag.
Djokovic and Swiatek have
not won Olympic gold.
Djokovic owns 24 Grand
Slam trophies, more than
anyone else in tennis apart
from Margaret Court, but his
only Olympic medal was a
bronze in Beijing in 2008.
Swiatek has won the French
Open four of the past five
years on the same clay courts
at Roland Garros. 
Four-time major winner
Naomi Osaka of Japan takes
on three-time major
champion Angelique Kerber
of Germany.
Men’s and women’s first-
round play begins Saturday,
and the top-ranked man
won’t be playing.
Jannik Sinner pulled out on
Wednesday because of
tonsillitis. The 22-year-old
from Italy posted on X that
he took medical advice to sit
out the Summer Games.
Tokyo Games champion
Alexander Zverev of
Germany plays Australian
Alex de Minaur.
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Shafali Verma will be aiming
to come out all guns blazing

while Smriti Mandhana will be
more than motivated to get a
big one as India start
overwhelming favourites
against Bangladesh in the semi-
final of the women’s Asia Cup
here on Friday.
Shafali, with 158 runs, has been
the second highest run-scorer
in the tournament so far and
against Nigar Sultana’s team,
which has a host of slow
bowlers, she will have to give
India a good start. 
The ‘Women In Blue’
pummeled the opposition in all
three games -- winning by
seven wickets against Pakistan,
78 runs against UAE and by an
82-run margin against Nepal.

However, skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur knows that
in Asia Cup, it is only the
semi-final and final matter the
most and they would not miss
the fact that Bangladesh on
select days can be a dangerous
side.
The start will be very
important for India and
Shafali will want her senior
opening partner Mandhana to
also fire in unison. The elegant
left-hander was in great nick
during her 45 against Pakistan,
which could have been a bigger
one in terms of volume.
With UAE and Nepal being
two of the three opponents
during the group league stage,
the Indian team would
certainly face a sterner test
against a bunch of decent slow
bowlers in the Bangladesh

ranks. Slow left-arm orthodox
Nahida Akhter and young leg-
spinner Rabeya Khan have
both claimed five wickets
apiece. 
While Nahida with a
parsimonious economy rate of
3.25 would like to build the
pressure on an experienced
batting line-up while leg-break
bowler Rabeya is likely to push
for wickets.

The medium pace department
comprises veteran Jahanara
Alam along with Ritu Moni,
who also has chipped in with
three wickets.
However, with Harmanpreet,
Richa Ghosh and Jemimah
Rodrigues coming in the
middle-order and all-rounders
Deepti Sharma and Puja
Vastrakar to complement
them, India have a lot of quality

in their ranks. 
With pitches at the Dambulla
Stadium slowing down
considerably during the second
half, India would like to defend
a total on the big day. The semi-
final will, however, be an
afternoon game.
Off-spinner Deepti has been
very consistent with the ball
taking eight wickets in three
games so far. The economy rate
of 4.66 has been equally
impressive compared to Radha
Yadav, who has been on the
slightly expensive side.
The Indian new ball duo of
Renuka Singh Thakur and
Vastrakar have been on target
during the games.
For Bangladesh, they haven’t
had too many impactful batters
and if India can post anything
in the range of 140-plus, it

could well be enough for a
place in the final. 
TEAMS
INDIA: Harmanpreet Kaur
(C), Richa Ghosh (WK), Uma
Chetry (WK), Smriti
Mandhana (VC), Shafali
Verma, Deepti Sharma, Pooja
Vastrakar, Arundhati Reddy,
Jemimah Rodrigues, Renuka
Thakur, Dayalan Hemalatha,
Asha Sobhana, Radha Yadav,
Shreyanka Patil, Sajana
Sajeevan.
BANGLADESH: Nigar
Sultana Joty (C), Shorna Akter,
Nahida Akter, Murshida
Khatun, Shorifa Khatun, Ritu
Moni, Rubya Haider Jhelik,
Sultana Khatun, Jahanara
Alam, Dilara Akter, Ishma
Tanjim, Rabeya Khan, Rumana
Ahmed, Marufa Akter, Sabikun
Nahar Jesmin. 
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Paris has long been a city of
dreamers: Just look at the

Eiffel Tower, for decades the
world's loftiest structure.
Audacity also underpins the
French capital's plans for its
first Olympic Games in a
century, which open Friday
with an opening ceremony
for the ages. 
The most sprawling and
elaborate Olympic opening
ever — a gala spectacular
Friday evening on the River
Seine that even French
President Emmanuel Macron
says initially felt like “a crazy
and not very serious idea” —
kicks off 16 days of
competition that promise to
be ground-breaking, with

nearly every corner of the
city hosting some aspect of
competition.
After two toned-down,
p a n d e m i c - h a m p e r e d
Olympics, expect a bold
celebration. The heady
marriage of sports and
France's world-renowned
capital of fashion,
gastronomy and culture
could also help secure the
Olympics' longer-term
future. 
Olympic organizers were
struggling to find suitable
host cities for their flagship
Summer Games when they
settled on Paris in 2017,
enticed by its promise of
innovations and the potential
for the city of romance to
rekindle love for the

Olympics, especially with
younger audiences that have
so many other entertainment
options. But Paris' challenges
are huge, too. 
Past and present sorrows
hang over the Games
The city that has been
repeatedly struck by deadly
extremist attacks has to
safeguard 10,500 athletes and
millions of visitors. The
international context of wars
in Ukraine and Gaza add
layers of complication for the
gargantuan security effort.
French elite special forces are
part of the security detail for
Israel's delegation.
Still, if all goes well, Paris
hopes to be remembered as a
before-and-after Olympic
watershed.

The first Games with nearly
equal numbers of men and
women, an advance that's
been a long time coming
since 22 women first got
accepted as Olympians 124
years ago, also in Paris, will
take another step toward
aligning the Olympics with
the post-#MeToo world. 
Paris also hopes to reassure
c l i m a t e - c o n s c i o u s
Generations Z and beyond by
staging Games that are less
polluting, more sustainable
and more socially virtuous
than their predecessors.
Many of the sports venues
are temporary, because Paris
didn't want to repeat the
mistake of previous Olympic
host cities that built new
arenas and then had no use

for them.
With iconic Paris
monuments as backdrops —
beach volleyball in the Eiffel
Tower's shadow — and
breakdancing added to a
growing list of Olympic
sports that target young
audiences, expect plenty of
viral moments on Instagram,
TikTok and elsewhere.
Crowds will be back for the
first time since the
coronavirus pandemic forced
Tokyo to push back its
Games to 2021 and keep
spectators away, and the
Beijing Winter Games in
2022, when China was locked
down.
Prize-winning French
theater director Thomas Jolly
is turning central Paris into

an open-air stage for the
opening ceremony that will
run through sunset and
showcase France, its people
and their history. The 330-
meter-tall (1,083-foot-tall)
Eiffel Tower will surely
feature prominently.
Hundreds of thousands of
people, including 320,000
paying and invited ticket-
holders, are expected to line
the Seine's banks as athletes
are paraded along the river
on boats. 
During the extravaganza, a
no-fly zone extending for 150
kilometers (93 miles) around
the capital will close Paris'
skies, policed by fighter jets,
airspace-monitoring AWACS
surveillance flights,
surveillance drones,

helicopters that can carry
sharpshooters and drone-
disabling equipment.
Helping Parisians move past
the attacks of 2015
Showcasing and celebrating
Paris could be joyously
cathartic for the city that was
plunged into mourning by
extremist attacks in 2015. 
Guesses about the identity of
the person or people who
might get the honor of
lighting the Olympic
cauldron include soccer icon
Zinedine Zidane and other
French sporting heroes, but
also survivors of Islamic
State-group gunmen and
suicide bombers who killed
130 people on Nov. 13, 2015. 
Paris is also taking gambles
in hopes of leaving an

indelible impression on the
Olympics' global audience of
billions.
The decision not to stage the
opening ceremony in the
traditional setting of France's
biggest stadium — the Stade
de France that was among
the 2015 attackers' targets
and is now the venue for
Olympic track and field and
rugby sevens — and to host
skateboarding, archery and
other sports in temporary
arenas in the heart of Paris
have made safeguarding the
Games more complex. 
Rights campaigners and
Games critics worry about
the broad scope and scale of
Olympic security, including
the use of AI-equipped
surveillance technology.
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Former All India Chess
Federation (AICF) chief

Sanjay Kapoor has been
unanimously elected the
president of FIDE India
Zone, the sport's apex body
in the country said on
Thursday. 
The announcement was
made during the Annual
General Meeting (AGM) of
AICF in Ahmedabad. 
Kapoor has been elected as
the zone president for four
years, and FIDE president
Arkady Dvorkovich
congratulated the Indian

administrator.
Kapoor's new role marks a
pivotal moment for chess
governance in India,
entrusting him with the
responsibility of overseeing
the game's growth and
development across the
globe. Speaking on his
appointment, Kapoor said, "It
is an immense honour to be
elected as the FIDE India
Zone President. I am
committed to the growth of
chess in every corner of our
country and ensuring that we
produce Grandmasters from
each and every state."
"My experience with the 44th

Chess Olympiad has shown
me the incredible potential
we have, and I am excited to
work towards a bright future
for chess in India and
internationally," he added.
Kapoor has been at the
forefront of successfully
staging the 44th edition of the
Chess Olympiad in India. He
was the AICF president when
India hosted the event.
Meanwhile, On International
Chess Day (July 20) last week,
FIDE also launched its
Guinness World Record
attempt for the most games
played online and over-the-
board in 24 hours. 
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Olympic medallist shooter
Gagan Narang said

Indian athletes' mindset has
changed over the years and
their confidence has touched
unprecedented levels,
encouraging them to set
their sights on a gold medal.
The London Games bronze
medallist, who is serving as
India's Chef-de-Mission at
the Paris Olympics, felt the
Indian athletes are now not
intimidated by their
counterparts from other
countries.
"There is a huge change in
the motivation and the level

of thinking our athletes have
today. We used to feel scared,
under-confident because
other countries were better.
But slowly that's changed,
the mindset (has) changed,"
Narang told reporters here.
"People started watching
sports, playing it, then we
had great performances. The
confidence is at a new high.
Today's athletes don't go just
to participate, they go to
perform.
"Someone in the top 8 or 5
wants to win a medal today
and not just any medal but a
gold. That's the difference in
thinking of the athletes
today.

"They don't think anyone is
above them. They rate
competitors at par and that's
a very positive sign for
Indian sport," Narang
added.
The 41-year-old said there
has been an "unprecedented
coordination" between the
Sports Ministry, Indian
Olympic Association (IOA)
and the national federations.
"The support we have got
from the government (this
time) we never got before.
The support has increased in
the past few years, TOPS'
players have increased, they
have got all the facilities they
wanted.
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