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DEEPAK KUMAR JHA B NEW DELHI

he tragedy in infamous by-lane
I of Old Rajinder Nagar in the

national Capital, which
claimed the lives of three IAS aspi-
rants last week, rocked Parliament on
Monday. Leaders cutting across party
lines demanded a high-level probe
and called for a mechanism to curb
mushrooming of coaching centres
nationwide, particularly in Delhi.
Lok Sabha members demanded an
enquiry into the tragic incident,
while Rajya Sabha Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar said the culture
of coaching centres has spawned
“gas chambers” and stressed on the
need to examine the huge
expenditure  on  newspaper
advertisements by them.
Given the sensitivity and urgency of
the matter the Upper House agreed
for a short duration discussion on
the deaths of three UPSC aspirants
by drowning in a coaching centre in
Delhi due to waterlogging.
While BJP’s New Delhi Lok Sabha
MP Bansuri Swaraj blamed the
AAP-led Delhi Government for
“utter apathy”, AAP leader Sanjay
Singh urged the Rajya Sabha
Chairperson to hold discussions in
the House also on NEET, Manipur
violence and “infiltration” by
China.
DMK MP Tiruchi Siva sought to
know had this incident happened in
a NEET centre, what would have
the Treasury Benches done. He said
the Delhi Lieutenant Governor has
all the powers in the national
Capital and only he should be held
responsible (for this incident).
“The Chief Minister of Delhi is just
for namesake,” he said.
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Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan informed
Parliament that there are clear
guidelines for running coaching
centres and it is the duty of the State
Governments to supervise their
functioning. “We must fix
responsibility so that such incidents
do not recur. There should be no
politics... Negligence has happened
and someone has to take
responsibility so that a solution can
be found,” Pradhan said.

The Government has sent
advisories related to coaching
centres to the States and Union

Territories in 2017, 2019, 2020 and
2024, he informed.

nurtured,

dividend of the country has to be
I further

find that

BJP MP Sudhanshu Trivedi who
initiated the discussion in Rajya
Sabha, pointed towards the
“laxities” of the Delhi Government’s
various departments. “There were
many complaints (against the
institute). A student complained on
June 26 and then a reminder on July
22 while the fire department gave
NOC (no-objection certificate) for

coaching has become virtually
commerce.” He also pointed out the
high sums earned by the coaching
centres leading to
commercialisation of education.

“Coachings have become a
flourishing industry with high
returns.... Every time we read a
newspaper front one or two pages

the use of the basement as storage,”
Trivedi said.

In his remarks Dhakhar said,
youth demographic

find

that

Every

are by way of advertisements....
penny

spent on

advertisement is coming from the

students, every new building is
coming from the students,” he said.

Comparing the coachmg culture to
no less than “gas chambers’, the
Chairman stated, “In a country
where opportunltles are growing
this silo is turning out to be a
problem... They are becoming no
less than a gas chamber” He urged
the members to tell the youths

about  the  various  other
employment and skill
opportunities available in the
country.

Congress MP Randeep Singh

Surjewala demanded a law to
regulate fee structure and ensure
safety of students, Samajwadi Party
chief Akhilesh Yadav wrote to
Speaker Om Birla urging him to
direct the Government to pay Jone
crore compensation to the next of
kin of the students who died.

In the Lok Sabha the issue of
suicides in the coaching hub of
Kota in Rajasthan was also raised
and Minister of State for Education
Sukanta Majumdar said several
initiatives have been taken by the
Centre to curb incidents of suicide
among students.

“According to NCRB (National
Crime Records Bureau) and
Accidental Deaths & Suicides in
India, only 1.2 per cent of total
suicide cases are related to failure in
examinations,” Majumdar told the
House.

On the other hand a civil services
aspirant wrote to Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud  seeking action
against officials responsible for the
deaths of three fellow students. In
his letter, Avinash Dubey said
students residing in these areas are
“living a life of hell” due to annual
flooding caused by “apathy” of the
authorities.
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After a day-long protest by the
mediapersons over the
security norms to curb the
movement of journalists in the
Parliament premises on
Monday, Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla met a group of jour-
nalists and assured them that all
their grievances would be
redressed and better facilities
would be provided to them to
discharge their duties.

Print and TV journalists
routinely record comments
from MPs near the entry and
exit points of the Parliament
building but on Monday they
were restricted to a porta-cabin
enclosure made for them.
Reporters were removed from
Parliaments Makar Dwar
where they usually interact
with MPs. Makar Dwar is one
of the entrances to the new
Parliament building.

Leader of the Opposition

Rahul Gandhi raised the issue
in the Lok Sabha and requested
the Speaker to remove the
restrictions imposed on the
media within Parliament
premises.

“Sir, I would request you to
allow the media, who have
been restricted to a cage, to
move out,;” Rahul said in the
Lok Sabha. Birla reminded
Rahul about the rules of
procedures of Parliament and
said such issues should be
discussed with him in person
and not be raised on the floor
of the House.

Rahul and other Opposition
leaders such as Trinamool
Congress  leader  Derek
O’Brien, Congress MP Karti
Chidambaram, and Shiv Sena-
UBT MP Priyanka Chaturvedi
met mediapersons in the
media enclosure.

“This is censorship. This is
completely unacceptable. We
are with you in this fight”
O’Brien said.

Jammu terrorised

MOHIT KANDHARI B JAMMU

Alate-night fire incident, in which
at least four houses belonging to
Kashmiri Pandits were gutted under
mysterious circumstances in the
Mattan area of Anantnag district on
Sunday, has once again sparked a
debate and raised serious security
concerns among the Kashmir Pandit
community living in exile since
1990.

The houses stood tall and
witnessed over three-decade-long
struggle before they were gutted
under mysterious circumstances
late last night.

“We received this news early in the
morning. The fire incident took
place around 2.30 am. We demand
a high-level probe into the fire, a
close relative of the family living in
Jammu told reporters.

The multi-floor building was
considered heritage site in the area.
Most visitors reaching Mattan to
fulfil their religious obligations
used to pay a visit to the area and
soak themselves in the glorious
history of their forefathers who had
constructed these architecturally
rich structures.

A prominent Kashmiri Pandit activist
Ravinder Padita, associated with the
Save Sharda in a post on X commented,
“Is it sabotage or natural causes? One

needs to know”.

At least four houses belonging to Kashmiri Pandits were gutted
under mysterious circumstances in the Mattan area of Anantnag

district
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Another Kashmiri Pandit sharing his
angst posted a message on X, “A
Kashmiri Pandit house gutted in Mattan,
Anantnag, Kashmir last night. The
genocide continues for 34 years”.

Chetan Wanchoo, a political worker

associated with the BJP said, “I
strongly resent the fire incident at
Mattan, Anantnag, where more
than 4 houses of Kashmiri Pandits
were gutted. This incident raises
serious concerns. Urgently request
L-G Manoj Sinha to form a high-
level enquiry to uncover why these
houses were targeted. The main
concern is clear: Why are Kashmiri
Pandit homes and Hindu shrines
repeatedly targeted? Time has
come to take decisive action
against the miscreants.”
Meanwhile, Chief Spokesman of
the Jammu and Kashmir National
Conference Tanvir Sadiq in a post
on X commented, “Very sorry to
hear that. These are such aesthetic
constructions, and architecture
which are disappearing slowly. Its a
significant loss. I request the police
to investigate the case and find out
reasons behind this fire incident”
Umesh Talashi, also associated
with the National Conference said,
Heartbroken as four KP houses,
including mine, were gutted in a
fire in Mattan. Urging Deputy
Commissioner Anantnag and
Jammu Kashmir Police to take

swift action and ensure justice. At the
time of the fire incident, no one was
staying in the house. Family members
claimed in the absence of any power

connection the question of fire caused by

a short circuit does not arise.

Kejriwal booked

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

he Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) on
Monday filed a chargesheet
against Delhi Chief Minister

operator Vinod Chauhan,
and businessman Ashish
Mathur as accused.

According to the agency, it
has been revealed that Vijay
Nair [former media in charge
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Arvind Kejriwal in connection
with its corruption probe into
the now scrapped 2021-22
Delhi excise policy, calling
him one of the conspirators of
the criminal conspiracy.

In a related development, the
Delhi High Court on Monday
reserved its order on the bail
plea by Kejriwal in the
corruption case.

The verdict was reserved by
Justice Neena Bansal Krishna
after hearing the counsel
appearing for the AAP leader
as well as the CBI.

In the trial court, the CBI
filed a chargesheet against
Kejriwal alleging the AAP

received kickbacks worth
%100 crore.
The CBI, which first

questioned Kejriwal in April

2023, has so far filed five
chargesheets in the case
against 18 accused including

Kejriwal’s  former deputy,
Manish Sisodia, and Bharat
Rashtra Samithi leader K
Kavitha. The CBI said the one
filed today, will be its final
charge sheet in the case.

The development came days
after Delhis Rouse Avenue
Court extended Kejriwal’s
judicial custody in the case

till August 8.The court also
extended the judicial custody
of Sisodia and Kavitha in
connection with a money-
laundering case linked to the
liquor policy case.

The CBI has named Kejriwal,
AAP MLA Durgesh Pathak,
non-executive director of
Aurobindo Pharma P. Sarath
Chandra Reddy, director of
Buddy Retail Pvt Ltd Amit
Arora, alleged hawala

of AAP), a close associate of
Kejriwal, was contacting
various liquor manufacturers
and traders and demanding
undue gratification since
March 2021, for
incorporation of provisions
favourable to them in the
upcoming Delhi excise policy
2021-227
The CBI also alleged that
kickbacks of around ¥90-100
crore were paid in advance to
some politicians of the ruling
AAP in Delhi and other
public servants by some
persons in the liquor business
from South India through co-
accused Vijay Nair, Abhishek
Boinpally and Dinesh Arora
to tweak the Excise Policy for
2021-22.
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RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

The Rau’s IAS Study Circle,
coaching centre incident
has triggered a political blame
game in the national capital
with sources in Raj Niwas
claiming on Monday that
Minister in-charge Irrigation
and Flood Control trol Saurabh
Bharadwaj is yet to take action
on a proposal to tone up flood
control measures in the after-
math of the “shameful flood-
ing” in July last year.
According to sources, a file on
a proposed comprehensive plan
for desilting of drains in the
city, prepared by a three-mem-
ber committee comprising the
MCD commissioner, PWD
principal secretary and Delhi
Jal Board (DJB) CEO, has been
pending with Bharadwaj for
months.

However, Bharadwaj rejected
the claim saying the file has
been approved on April 29 this
year and will be implented
post Monsoon. He further said
the LG does not take action
against officials who do not lis-
ten to its ministers.

Lt Governor’s office also said
the latest proposal was sent to
the minister in April while
Bharadwaj alleged that he
wrote several times since
February to Chief Secretary
Naresh Kumar for chalking
out a comprehensive strategy
for desilting of drains but he
evaded responding to the mat-
ter. Atishi also alleged that
Chief Secretary has not sub-
mitted a report on this incident
so far.

The MCD is responsible for the
desilting of storm water drains.
It has been alleged the drainage
system near the coaching cen-

tre in the Old Rajier Nagar

area was not working proper-
ly due to which a large quanti-
ty of rainwater got accumulat-
ed at the road, and gushed into
the basement.

¢ After sitting on the file for
more than 05 months,
Bharadwaj sent the file back to
the Principal Secretary (I&FC)
asking for a meeting of all
stakeholders and demanding a
Presentation. Thereafter the
file was sent back to Bharadwaj
on April 08, 2024. Since then
the proposal is lying pending
with him,” Raj Niwas said.
Giving details, officials said in
the aftermath of the “shameful
flooding” in Delhi last year, the
Chief Secretary of Delhi had
called a workshop of all gov-
ernment departments/agencies
on 23.07.2023.

“Based on the deliberations
thereafter, a Committee of 03
officers in-charge of drains,
sewerage, drainage and de-
silting in Delhi, viz. Principal
Secretary (I&FC), Principal
Secretary (PWD) and CEO
(DJB) and Commissioner

(MCD) jointly met on August
07, 2023. It put a proposal that
included Consolidation of
drainage management of 18
drains under one authority for
de-silting and maintenance,
Master Drainage Plan for Delhi
by DJB and Barrage operations.
This proposal was put up with
joint signature of all the 03 offi-
cers to the Chief Secretary on
08.08.2023. The proposal there-
after was sent by the Chief
Secretary to Bhardwaj/CM
ArvindKejriwalon 21.08.2023,
sources said.

“After sitting on the file for
more than five months,
Bharadwaj sent the file back to
the Principal Secretary (I&FC)
asking for a meeting of all
stakeholders and demanding a
Presentation. Thereafter the
file was sent back to Bhardwaj
on 08.04.2024. Since then the
proposal is lying pending with
him,” they said.

“LG Office is claiming the
decision is awaited as file is
pending with Minister. They
should know that file was

approved long back. “Even

Order has been issued vide
E16(918)/UD/W/2024/021769
737/2545 - 2575 dated 29 April,
2024 with the Subject as ‘Order
assigning the responsibility,
management and operation of
twenty-two (22) open drains
which out falls in river Yamuna
to I&FC, Department as a sin-
gle agency’ “And this will be
implemented post Monsoons.
Right now, respective agencies
have to take care of desilting
their drains,” Bharadwaj post-
ed on X

The file is about 22 drains
falling directly into Yamuna
and it was decided that hand-
ing over can be done only
after Monsoons. This file is not
at all related to water logging in
the city;” Bharadwaj said.
“The LG office should answer
why desilting was only done on
papers ¢ Why CS did not share
the desilting reports with the
Government inspite of regular
written directions ¢ What was
CA Naresh Kumar hiding ?
Why CS did not conduct a
third party audit inspite of
written directions of Minister
and orders of the High Court
?, Bharadwaj questioned.
Bharadwaj further said it was
also decided that I&FC depart-
ment does not have manpow-
er and budget to take up all the
drains in this season and it will
be taken up in month of Sept-
October 2024. The CS and all
officers know this. The LG saab
does not understand Delhi.
We are sharing video of
Additional Cheif Secretary
Naveen Chaudhary in presence
of CS Naresh Kumar and all top
officers where he is explaining
that IFC drains have no relation
with Waterlogging in the city
which is being discussed.

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

With questions being
raised over Rau’s
coaching centre running its
library illegally in the base-
ment which led to the death
of three IAS aspirants, the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) launched a seal-
ing drive in Delhi’s Mukherjee
Nagar and old Rajinder nagar,
a hub of UPSC coaching cen-
tres in the national Capital.
The civic body also suspend-
ed Junior Engineer along with
the Assistant Engineer and
Tent Engineer, who have been
terminated.

This comes two days after
three civil services aspirants
died after a library housed
illegally in the basement of
their coaching centre, Rau’s
IAS Study Circle, in central
Delhi’s Old Rajinder Nagar
got inundated following heavy
rain, and reportedly led to the
failure of the single biometric
entry and exit point.

In a crackdown , the MCD
sealed more than a dozen
coaching centres including
Drishti IAS coaching centre,
a popular destination for civil
services aspirants in
Mukherjee Nagar. The body
put new locks on its doors
and a stamped paper at the
entrance instructing the office
to contact city authorities.
Officials stated that the base-
ment classes were illegal and
consequently, five rooms were
sealed.

“Action is being taken against

capitalnation 02

Parties indulye in biame game over coaching centre tragedy

MCD launches sealing drive

establishments illegally using
basements in the area,” an
MCD official said, adding
that a similar drive will later
be carried out across the city
against establishments oper-
ating illegally from base-
ments.

Other centres sealed in the
old Rajinder nagar include
IAS Gurukul, Chahal
Academy, Plutus academy,
Sai trading, TAS setu, Topper’s
academy, Dainik samwad,
Civil’s daily IAS, Career
Power, 99 notes, Vidya Guru,
Guidance IAS and Eassy for
IAS. Rau’s IAS Study Circle,
where the three students died
on Saturday, has already been
sealed by police.

A UPSC aspirant studying at
one of the coaching centres in
Mukherjee Nagar said
libraries at most of the centres
have been closed after the
Saturday incident. “I have to
appear for UPSC Mains in
one and a half months and the
library at my centre has been
closed. My books and all the
preparation material are
inside the library and now I
am not allowed to collect my
books,” the student said.
“We got a message on Sunday
night, saying we should col-
lect our books, etc from the
library by 6 am today. I was
sleeping so how was I sup-
posed to collect them by
morning. Most students here
are preparing for UPSC
Mains,” the student added.
Meanwhile, the Delhi Police
has written to the MCD seek-

ing status of de-silting of
drains near the Rajinder
Nagar coaching centre, which
was flooded Saturday
evening. Police have sought
details if any complaint was
given against the coaching
institute to the civic agency or
not. And if the complaint was
given, what actions were
taken by them.

Due to Rajinder Nagar
tragedy, the MCD’s House
meeting witnessed stormy
session as the councillors
trooped into the well of the
house, demanding resignation
of the mayor Dr Shelly Oberoi
and Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal over the inci-
dent. The BJP and Congress
councillors also raised slogans
and carried posters against
the AAP-led Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD).
Amid the ruckus, the mayor
adjourned the House even
before it could begin and left
the House.

After the adjournment, BJP
councillors staged a protest on
the fourth floor of the agency
headquarters, demanding the
mayor to resume the House.
A heavy deployment of police
force was seen at the Civic
Centre at the agency head-
quarters.

The mayor also called an
emergency meeting with the
MCD commissioner, Chief
Executive Office of Delhi Jal
Board (DJB) and Principal
Secretary of Public Works
Department (PWD).

BJP-AAP stage
protest against
each other over
student deaths

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

The BJP and the AAP on
Monday staged protests
against each other on the
deaths of three civil services
aspirants who died when the
basement of Rau’s IAS Study
Circle in central Delhi’s Old
Rajinder Nagar was flooded
following heavy rain. BJP
leaders and workers on
Monday staged a protest near
the AAP oftfice here, demand-
ing resignation of the Arvind
Kejriwal government as Delhi
BJP chief Virendra Sachdeva
termed the deaths of three
civil services aspirants at a
coaching centre a “murder”
while the AAP staged a
protest near the LG
Secretariat and demanded
that officers who allegedly
failed to issue directions for
desilting of drains in Delhi be
sacked.

“Those three students, who
were the country’s future,
died due to corruption of the
Aam Aadmi Party that gov-
erns Delhi and MCD,
Sachdeva said. “This is not an
accident, it’s murder,” alleged
Sachdeva during the protest.
“Strict action must be taken
against officers responsible
for the death of these stu-
dents. Whether they are from
the MCD or any other agen-
cies, they should be hanged,
Sachdeva said.

BJP conspiring to parch
and partition Bengal: Didi

SAUGAR SENGUPTA W KOLKATA

engal Chief Minister

Mamata Banerjee on
Monday made it clear that
she would never allow the
implementation of Teesta
Water Agreement with
Bangladesh as that would hurt
the northern part of her State.
Iterating that she loved
Bangladesh but would not
allow that love to deprive
Bengal. “We love Bangladesh.
(But) that is a different issue,”
Banerjee said adding “there is
not enough water in the River
Teesta to be shared with
Bangladesh. People of North
Bengal will not have access to
drinking water. I will not allow
anything like that,” the Chief
Minister said during his speech
in the State assembly.
Reminding how the Centre
had put across a number of
barrages on the Teesta
upstream in Sikkim without
consulting Bengal she said,
“already there is no water in the
River ... there is problem of

drinking water ... I cannot
allow more harm?”

The Chief Minister earlier said
the Centre’s lack of attention on
Bengal’s river issues was caus-
ing floods and draught simul-
taneously. She had raised the
issue of Atreyee River in
Balurghat district which had
dried up because of a barrage
built by Bangladesh with the
help of China.

Dwelling on the issue she also
blamed the Damodar Valley
Corporation for not carrying
out enough dredging activities
in various rivers which was
causing floods in southern
Bengal.

Outrage over ill-treatment
of temple priest in Kerala

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN B KOCHI

I Inderscoring charges
made by various organi-

sations that Hindus are not
safe in Kerala,
Thiruvananthapuram City
Police dragged a priest per-
forming puja in a temple,
handcuffed him, and forcibly
took him to a distant station
under the pretext of interro-
gating him about the theft of

a panchaloha idol.
The incident occurred in the
capital city late Friday

evening when Arun Potti, a
poor priest engaged in the
evening puja at the
Muthumari Amman Temple
— an ancient sacred site
managed by the Viswakarma
sect but attracting devotees
from across the capital —
was interrupted.

When police barged into the
temple, Arun was in the
midst of the dusk puja.
When asked to leave the
he
he

sanctum
amiably

sanctorum,
replied that

would come out once the
puja was over.

However, the police team,
led by Circle Inspector
Mohammed Nizar, stormed
into the sanctum sanctorum,
dragged Arun out,
handcuffed him, and took
him to a distant police
station. “The police did not
inform the temple
administration about their
move to take the priest into
custody. Had they told us, we
would have made
arrangements for the priest
to accompany them to the
station and also made
alternate arrangements for
the smooth conduct of the
puja;, M Nanda Kumar,
president of the Manakkadu
Muthumari Amman Temple
Trust, told The Pioneer.

The puja rituals were
disrupted due to the high-
handed behaviour of the
police and could only be
completed after the priest
performed purification
rituals upon his release.

US woman
found tied to tree
in Maha forest

T N RAGHUNATHA B
MUMBAI

The Maharashtra police are
investigating the mystery
surrounding a 50-year-old
woman of an Indian origin
with a copy of US passport
and other documents who
was found chained to a tree in
the forests of Karadi in
Sindhudurg district in
Konkan region during the
weekend.

Identified as one Lalita Kayi-
Kumari, the woman ---wear-
ing brown trousers and a
dark windcheater —was found
crying for help by a few shep-
herds who alerted the Banda
Police station in Sindhudurg
district on Saturday evening.
Since she was in a bad shape
because of lack of food and
water for the past few days,
the woman was rushed to the
Goa Medical College &
Hospital, Bambolim for treat-
ment.

Sridhar
honoured as
fellow in UK

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI

Dr Sundergopal Sridhar, a
distinguished chemical
engineer and chief scientist at
CSIR Indian Institute of
Chemical Technology,
Hyderabad, has been honored
as a Fellow of the Royal Society
of Chemistry (FRSC), London,
UK. With over 26 years in
research, Dr. Sridhar’s innova-
tions extend to medical-grade
ultrapure water systems for
dialysis, atmospheric water
generators for arid regions,
and cost-effective masks dur-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic,
which benefited over 6 lakh
people and generated substan-
tial revenue for NGOs.

His career highlights also
include pioneering membrane
pilot plants for various indus-
trial applications and designing
over 75 water purification
plants to address water-borne
diseases affecting millions.

Demand by students
for space to offer Friday
prayer resolved amicably

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN B KOCHI

The demand by Muslim
students of Nirmala
College , Muvattupuzha in
Kerala for separate hall for
saying Namaz (Friday prayer)
has been resolved ‘amicably’
on Monday in a conciliation
meeting convened by the col-
lege authorities.

Father Jestin Kuriakose, prin-
cipal of the 71-year-old
Catholic Church administered
college, told the agitating stu-
dents that it was not possible
to allocate an auditorium/hall
exclusively for them to offer
Namaz as this would led to
students from other commu-
nities demanding the same
facility. “We told them unam-
biguously that ours is an insti-
tution maintaining high aca-
demic standards and secular
credentials. They were asked
to make use of the mosques
nearby for Namaz as the col-
lege functions taking into

account the needs of the
Muslim community mem-
bers,” said Fr Kuriakose.
Students affiliated to Muslim
League and the CPI(M) had
staged a gherao in front of the
Principal’s chamber for two
hours and this had shocked
the college management.
Though the CPI(M) affiliated
students made a hasty retreat
washing their hands off the
issue, the news reached across
the State upsetting the
Christian community.
Members of the local Mahul
committee and religious
police shadowing the students
too participated in the dis-
cussion. With the College
management remaining stub-
born in their decision not to
allocate hall for Namaz, the
Mahul leaders too changed
their tact and told media that
the students were not right in
pressing for a separate Namaz
facility in the college premis-
es.

Bulldozer roIIs in, five arrested

SAUMYA SHUKLA B NEW DELHI

As outrage over the deaths of
three IAS aspirants con-
tinued, the Delhi Police on
Monday arrested five more
people. The now infamous
locality, Old Rajinder Nagar,
witnessed a bulldozer in action,
cracking down on encroach-
ments.

Preliminary investigations by
the police have suggested that
a Force Gurkha SUV wading
through the rainwater was a
contributing factor to the
flooding of the coaching
institute, which claimed three
young lives.A viral video
showed the speeding vehicle
creating ripples in the water,
causing it to breach the
coaching centre’s gates and
leading to the sudden
flooding of the basement in
just a few minutes. “The
vehicle owner is a separate
individual. He has no
connections with anyone
from the coaching centre or
the owners,” said a senior
police official, adding that the
police are committed to
ensuring strict action against
all those responsible.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Central) M Harsha
Vardhan said each floor of the
building is owned by a
different person. “Five more
persons have been arrested in
connection with the flooding
case in Rajinder Nagar. This
includes the owner of the
basement of Rau coaching
and the individual who drove
a vehicle which appears to
have damaged the gate of the

Ranjan Dimri

building (leading to water
gushing in the basement),” he
said.

The owner and coordinator
were produced before a
magisterial court on Sunday.
The number of arrests in the
case has increased to seven,
including the earlier arrests of
the owner, Abhishek Gupta,
and the coordinator, Deshpal
Singh, of Rau’s IAS Study
Circle. All the seven people
have been sent to 14 days
judicial custody.

They were charged under
under sections 105 (culpable
homicide), 106(1) (death of
any person by doing any rash

or  negligent act not
amounting  to  culpable
homicide), 115(2)

(punishment for voluntarily
causing hurt), 290 (negligent
conduct with respect to
pulling down, repairing or
constructing buildings) and
35 of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS).

The arrested people include
four co-owners of the
building namely Parvinder
Singh, Sarvjit Singh,
Harvinder  Singh  and
Tejender Singh and the driver
of the SUV identified as

Manoj Kataria.

Meanwhile, the old Rajinder
Nagar area, which is a hub of
UPSC coaching centres, saw a
‘bulldozer action’ cracking
down on encroachments on
the drains which leads to
heavy waterlogging in the
area.

Further, Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
launched a crackdown with
bulldozers employed to clear
out encroachments blocking
drains. The civic body began a
bulldozer operation to clear
cement blocks obstructing
drains that leave the area
chronically waterlogged.

The Delhi Fire Services (DES)
also initiated the process of
cancelling the NOC (no-
objection certificate) of the
coaching centre. “The fire
NOC was issued to the
building after it fulfilled all
the norms. But there was no
system to pump the water out
from the basement. We have
initiated the process of
cancelling the fire NOC a
senior Delhi Fire Services
official said, adding that a
letter will be issued from the

department regarding
cancellation of the NOC of
the building.

Delhi Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena visited
the coaching hub in the area
and interacted with protesting
students over the death of
their colleague. Officials said
the protesting  students
explained their grievances to
the LG who assured them that
action will be taken in the
matter.

SC refuses to stay Patna
HC's order to scrap 65% quota

PNS B NEW DELHI

In a setback to the Bihar
Government, the Supreme
Court on Monday refused to
stay the Patna High Court
ruling that set aside the
increase in reservation for
Backward Classes, Extremely
Backward Classes, Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes
(SC/STs) in Bihar from 50 per
cent to 65 per cent in public
employment and educational
institutions.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud
and justices JB Pardiwla and
Manoj Misra, however,
agreed to hear as many as 10

petitions of the Bihar
Government against the
Patna HC verdict. The

bench, which did not even
issue notices on the pleas,
granted leave for appeal and
said the petitions will be
heard in September. “We
will list in September. No
interim relief [at this stage],”
CJI Chandrachud said.

Appearing for the State
Government, senior
advocate Shyam Divan
urged the bench to stay the
HC order. He referred to a
similar case of Chhattisgarh
and said that the top court
had stayed the order of the
high court in that case. But
CJI Chandrachud pointed
out that the high court had
found that already 68 per
cent of the civil services
consist of reserved
candidates. “We will list the

matter, but we will not grant

any stay (on the HC
verdict),” the CJI said.
Diwan then requested the
court to say in the order, no
interim relief “at this stage”
The bench agreed and
accordingly modified the
order to say “no interim
relief at this stage”.

The High Court had on June
20 set aside the law after a
batch of petitions filed
before it alleged that the
quota hike violated the right
to equal opportunity for
citizens in matters of
employment and education.
The High Court set aside the

Bihar Reservation of
Vacancies in Posts and
Services (for Scheduled

Caste, Scheduled Tribes and
Other Backward Classes)
Amendment Act, 2023 and
The Bihar (In admission in
Educational Institutions)
Reservation (Amendment)
Act, 2023 as ultra vires the
constitution and violative of
equality  clause  under
Articles 14, 15 and 16 of the
Constitution.

Sabotage hits Pams Illvmmcs agam

AP M PARIS

The French Government says
multiple telecommunica-
tions lines have been hit by acts
of vandalism, affecting fiber
lines and fixed and mobile
phone lines as cities around
France are hosting events for the
2024 Paris Olympics.

The scale of the impact is
unclear, as is whether it has
affected any Olympic activities.
The vandalism came after a
rson attacks hit train networks
around France on Friday,
hours before the Olympics
opening ceremony.

Marina Ferrari, secretary of
state in charge of digital affairs,
posted on X that damage in
several regions overnight
Sunday to Monday affected
telecommunications operators.
She said led to localised impact
on access to fiber lines and

fixed and mobile telephone
lines.
Paris
organisers
immediately comment.

A French police official said at

2024 Olympics

would not

least six of  France’s
administrative departments
were affected, which include
the region around the
Mediterranean ~ city  of

Marseille, hosting Olympic
soccer and sailing
competitions.

Telecom operators Bouygues
and Free confirmed their
services were affected. French
media reports said lines
operated by provider SFR also
were hit. The parent company
of Free said its teams are
mobilised to restore services.

Kejriwal booked

told Reddy to provide funds to his Aam

From Page 1

The probe agency has alleged that liquor
businessman Magunta Sreenivasalu Reddy
(now a TDP MP) met Kejriwal on March 16,
2021, at his office in the Delhi Secretariat.
Reddy allegedly requested Kejriwal to
provide support in his liquor business in the
national capital by tweaking the Excise
Policy 2021-22 which was then in the
making, the CBI said in its charge sheet

against K Kavitha.

Kejriwal assured support to Reddy and
asked him to contact the accused K Kavitha
as she was working with his team on the
Excise Policy of Delhi, the CBI has alleged.
The Delhi chief minister, in turn, allegedly

South lobby.

Aadmi Party, the probe agency has alleged.

The agency had alleged that these kickbacks
are found to have been returned to them
subsequently out of the profit margins of
wholesalers holding L-1 licenses through
different modes, like issuance of excess
credit notes, bank transfers, and outstanding
amounts left in accounts of the companies
controlled, by some conspirators from the

The CBI had alleged that a cartel was formed
between three stakeholders of the said
policy -- liquor manufacturers, wholesalers
and retailers -- by violating provisions and
against the spirit of the policy.
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Fuel prices lowest in India
flespite glohal unlu:k Minister

PNS B NEW DELHI

nion Petroleum and

Natural Gas Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri on
Monday said India is the only
country where rates of petrol
and diesel have come down
between November 2021 and
April 2024. Replying to various
queries during Question Hour
in Rajya Sabha, the Minister
also said that the Government
is encouraging dialogue
between Oil Marketing
Companies (OMCs) and deal-
ers regarding margins for the
latter.
Puri noted that petrol and
diesel were deregulated during
the UPA Government.
Deregulation means that prices
of the commodity in the mar-
ket are not set by the
Government, he added.
“Prices here being high and
elsewhere being low. It’s exact-
ly the opposite. In India today,
the prices are the lowest and is
the only country where prices
have actually come down,” Puri
said.
He attributed this to very bold,
ambitious and farsighted deci-
sions taken by the Prime

—
=S
Minister.
“The prices in the world, I am
giving you a two-year reference
period between November
2021 and April 2024. Why I'm
doing this because we have
prices available. In India the
price of petrol came down
13.65 per cent and of diesel
10.97 per cent,” the Minister
said.

However, he said in France the
increase in petrol price has
been 22.19 per cent, Germany
15.28 per cent, Italy 14.82 per
cent, Spain 16.58 per cent.

These are all published inter-
national figures of prices, he
added. Puri also highlighted
that while prices in India have
declined, the rates have gone up
in neighbouring countries.
The Minister also attacked the
UPA Government for floating
oil bonds. “Oil bonds were
floated for ¥ 1.41 lakh crore.
Today we are having to pay
back ¥ 3.5 lakh crore for that
kind of a farsighted decision,”
he said.

On the dealers’ margin
increase, Puri said this is a

commercial contractual situa-
tion between OMCs and the
dealers whom they employ as
part of that contract.

As of July 1, 2024, there are
90,639 retail outlets in the
country of which about 90 per
cent belong to public sector
companies and rest to the pri-
vate sector companies.

“We have been monitoring
this, there are discussions going
on between OMCs and the
dealers. Last time the margins
were increased was in 20177
Dealers went to court, because
they saw that some of the con-
ditions in the stipulated guide-
lines were somewhat stringent.
“So, when the dealer margin is
raised, one of the conditions
that the dealer has to comply
with is to ensure that the wages
to their employees are paid
according to the minimum
wages act.

“So OMCs won the case in the
High Court and then the deal-
ers went up to the Supreme
Court in 2022. It is sub judice
but we are encouraging dia-
logue between OMCs and deal-
ers and we would like to see
them coming to a conclusion,”
he said.

Surge in snakebites ¢
warming, 50,000 deat

PNS B NEW DELHI

Echoing findings from vari-
ous studies on climate
change and biodiversity, BJP
MP Rajiv Pratap Rudy raised a
critical issue in the Lok Sabha
on Monday regarding the rise
in snakebite incidents and fatal-
ities in India.

Rudy attributed this surge to
climate change, noting that
rising temperatures above 28
degrees Celsius are contribut-
ing to an increase in snakebite
cases. India already has the
highest rate of snakebite fatal-
ities globally, with approxi-
mately 50,000 deaths and 3 to
4 million bites reported annu-
ally in the country.

This is for the first time that the
issue of surge in snakebites
linking with climate change
was raised in Parliament, thus
underscoring the need for
urgent action in the matter.
The MP from Saran con-
stituency in Bihar emphasized
that many of these deaths could
be avoided, particularly in
Bihar, which suffers dispro-
portionately due to its poverty
and vulnerability to natural
disasters.

According to government data,
snakebites result in 2,000

deaths in the country but stud-
ies contravene these claims
stating that only 7.23 per cent
of snakebite deaths are officially
reported. Studies, including
one published in Lancet
Planetary Health, suggest that
climate change will alter snake
habitats, pushing them into
new areas and increasing the
likelihood of encounters with
humans.

This shift is expected to occur
if greenhouse gas emissions
remain unchecked, with ven-
omous snakes potentially mov-
ing into new regions by 2070.
The World Health
Organization (WHO) too has
warned that climate change will
exacerbate the problem by
affecting snake distribution
and behavior.

“As temperatures rise and
extreme weather events
become more frequent,

nation 04

human-snake interactions are
predicted to become more
common.” According to
WHO, changes in farming
practices and increased human
migration will further height-
en these interactions.
Globally, snakebites afflict
about 5.4 million people each
year, resulting in 81,410 to
137,880 deaths, along with
numerous amputations and
disabilities.

The study published in the
Lancet Planetary Health which
is co-authored by ecologist
Pablo Ariel Martinez from the
Federal University of Sergipe in
Brazil predicts that savannas,
grasslands, and deserts will
see an influx of venomous
snake species, while tropical
rainforests will lose some.
Notably, three viper species—
Bitis rhinoceros, Vipera aspis,
and Vipera ammodytes—are
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expected to expand into new
habitats, particularly in areas
undergoing agricultural expan-
sion and experiencing warmer,
drier conditions. Rural com-
munities are particularly at
risk as these new species
encroach upon their environ-
ments.

Climate change induced
extreme weather events such as
floods can also worsen the
problem. Research in Southeast
Asia has shown that snakebite
incidents increase during the
monsoon season; this is
because snakes and people
both seek shelter away from
floodwaters and become more
likely to encounter each other.
Hence, as climate change
increases flooding, the risk of
snakebite may rise even further.
Despite these threats to
humans, the researchers assert-
ed that venomous snakes are
crucial parts of ecosystems as
predators of animals such as
rats and insects.

They also brought home the
point that these venoms con-
tain some compounds that
have potential medical uses
unrelated to snakebite, such as
cytotoxins with anticancer
potential or proteins that can be
used in antihypertensive drugs.
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INDIAK COAST GUARD

CG rescus erd
crew member from
fire-nit LPG tanker

PNS B NEW DELHI

ndian Coast Guard (ICG)

successfully evacuated a crit-
ically injured patient from LPG
tanker Limra (Flag: Panama)
and brought to Kochi at 1942
hrs on Sunday, officials said
here on Monday.
The patient was shifted to
Aster Medcity Hospital for fur-
ther medical treatment.
Giving details, they said on
Sunday at approximately 1620
hrs, the ICG Maritime Rescue
Coordination Centre (MRCC),
Mumbai, received a distress
alert from the LPG tanker
Limra reporting major fire in
engine room.
The incident occurred at
around 1453 hrs resulting in
total power and propulsion
failure, prompting the crew to
raise a distress alarm.
The vessel was en route from
Chittagong, Bangladesh, to
Khor Fakkan, UAE, with 21
crew including 18 Indian

nationals, 1 Ukrainian, 1 Sri
Lankan, and 1 Pakistani
national.

The crew successfully con-
tained the fire; however, a 36-
year-old Sri Lankan national,
was found missing during the
firefighting efforts. On locating
the crew member his vitals
were found to be critical.

The crew administered basic
aid and requested urgent med-
ical evacuation.The ICG
promptly activated the Search
and Rescue mechanism and
immediately dispatched. ICG
Ship Abhinav for SAR assis-
tance.Additionally, an
Advanced Light Helicopter
(ALH) equipped for medical
emergencies was launched
from Kochi at 1800 hrs approx-
imately.

The patient was evacuated and
brought to Kochi at around
1942 hrs and transported
toAster Medcity Hospital.
Despite all efforts, the patient
succumbed to his injuries.

SC dismisses PIL against UGC-NE'T

PTI B NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday refused to enter-
tain a PIL challenging the
Government’s decision to can-
cel the UGC-NET examination
following alleged question
paper leak.

A bench comprising Chief
Justice D' Y Chandrachud and
justices JB Pardiwala and
Manoj Misra, however, said the

dismissal of the PIL does not
amount to a decision on the
merits of the PIL as it was filed
by a lawyer and not by aggriev-
ed students.

“Why are you (lawyer) coming?
Let the students come here
themselves,” the CJI told the
lawyer, adding “while declining
the above PIL, we express
nothing on merits”.

The bench asked advocate
Ujjawal Gaur, who has filed the

PIL as a petitioner, to focus on
some legal matters and leave
such issues for aggrieved per-
sons.The plea was filed against
the decision of the Union
Education Ministry and the
National Testing Agency to
cancel the UGC-NET exam fol-
lowing inputs that its integrity
may have been compromised.
The Ministry on June 19 had
ordered the cancellation of the
UGC-NET exam and handed

over the matter to the CBI for
an investigation.

In the plea, Gaur also sought a
direction to immediately stay
the proposed re-examination of
the UGC-NET exam until the
CBI completes its inquiry into
the paper leak allegations.
“The petitioner asserts that
the decision is not only arbi-
trary but also unjust, given the
recent findings of the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI).

exam cancellation

“The CBI's investigation brings
the fact that the evidence sug-
gesting the paper leak is doc-

tored, thus nullifying the
grounds on which the cancel-
lation was based,” the plea, filed
through advocate Rohit
Pandey, said.

The petitioner submitted that
the “unwarranted” cancella-
tion of the exam has caused sig-
nificant distress, anxiety, and an
unnecessary expenditure of
resources for the aspirants who
have rigorously prepared for
this crucial examination..

SC rejects ED's challenge to Jharkhand CM Soren’s ball

PTI W NEW DELHI

n arelief to Jharkhand Chief

Minister Hemant Soren, the
Supreme Court on Monday
dismissed the Enforcement
Directorate’s plea challenging a
High Court order granting
him bail in a money launder-
ing case linked to an alleged
land scam.
The apex court said the
Jharkhand High Court’s June
28 order granting bail to Soren
was a “very well reasoned
judgement””We are not
inclined to interfere with the
impugned order,” a bench of
Justices B R Gavai and K V
Viswanathan said. However,
the top court said that since the
observations made by the High
Court were with regard to con-
sideration for granting bail,
the same would not influence
the trial judge, either at the
stage of trial or any other pro-
ceedings” We find a very well
reasoned judgement has been
rendered by the single judge (of
the High Court),” the bench
said, adding, “We don’t want to

pash

observe anything more... If we
observe, you (ED) might be in
difficulty”Soren, the Executive
President of the Jharkhand
Mukti Morcha (JMM), had
resigned as Chief Minister
shortly before the ED arrested
him on January 31 in the case.
After coming out of jail on bail
in the case, he returned as the
Chief Minister of JTharkhand on
July 4.0pposing Soren’s bail
plea in the High Court, the ED
had alleged that he misused his
position as the Chief Minister
to “unlawfully” acquire 8.86
acres of land in the Bargain area
in the state capital Ranchi.

Soren’s lawyer had earlier con-

tended that he was falsely
implicated in the criminal case
by the central agency.

During the hearing in the apex
court on Monday, Additional
Solicitor General S V Raju,
appearing for the ED, claimed
the probe agency has evidence
to show that the Chief
Minister’s office was directly
dealing with the issue con-
cerning the land in ques-
tion”Detailed statements are
there which clearly indicate his
(Sorens) role;” Raju said, adding
that it is substantiated by evi-
dence also.He argued the High
Court has said that statements
recorded by the ED under

Section 50 of the Prevention of
Money Laundering Act
(PMLA) cannot be relied upon
at the stage of bail. The bench
observed that the High Court
has considered the statements
recorded under Section 50 of
the PMLA and given reasons.It
said there was a specific find-
ing that in all the records
which were seized from one of
the co-accused, there was noth-
ing implicating Soren.

Justice Gavai also referred to a
recent statement given by Chief
Justice of India (CJI) D Y
Chandrachud in Bengaluru
that the trial courts play safe
when the question of granting
bail arises.The ED had claimed
that during the probe, Soren’s
media consultant Abhishek
Prasad admitted that the MM
leader had instructed him to
manipulate official records to
change the ownership details of
the plot.The agency had also
claimed that the original owner
of the land, Raj Kumar Pahan,
had tried to lodge a complaint
about his land being usurped
but it was never acted upon.

Min: Govt takes action to
address student suicides

PNS B NEW DELHI

he Government has taken

several steps to curb suicide
cases among students, Union
Minister of State for Education
Sukanta Majumdar said in the
Lok Sabha on Monday and
added that 1.2 per cent of sui-
cides were related to examina-
tion failures.
Asked about student suicides in
Kota, a hub of coaching centres
in Rajasthan for competitive
examinations, the Minister said
a number of steps had been
taken by the Central and the
State Governments.Several ini-
tiatives have been taken by our
Government to curb incidents
of suicide among students.
According to NCRB (National
Crime Records Bureau) and
Accidental Deaths & Suicides
in India, only 1.2 per cent of
total suicide cases are related to
failure in examinations,
Majumdar told the House.
He said the Union education
ministry had started the

‘Manodarpan’ initiative for pro-
viding psychological support to
students. He added that the
Rajasthan Government had
also taken several steps to
ensure mental health support
for the students”The Rajasthan
Government issued a guideline
in 2022 and again in 2023,
which is enforced by the district
administration. They have
appointed 90 psychological
counsellors ... There is also a
toll free helpline,” he said.
Majumdar added that 10,000
hostel gatekeepers had been
trained to identify if a student
required mental health-related
help.

SC launches Special Lok Adalat for
settlement of cases, media allowed

PTI B NEW DELHI

In a first, the first seven
benches of the Supreme
Court commenced a Special
Lok Adalat at 2 pm on Monday
for an amicable resolution of
disputes, with media cameras
being allowed inside court-
rooms.

The week-long special Lok
Adalat, celebrating 75 years of
the Supreme Court, began with
the aim to “facilitate amicable
settlements of suitable pending
cases’, in matters that have
“elements of settlement”.
Earlier in the day, Chief Justice
of India (CJI) D Y
Chandrachud said the first
seven benches of the apex
court will hear cases in the
Special Lok Adalat at 2 pm.
The top court will hold the
Special Lok Adalat till August
3, in an effort to reduce the
pendency of cases.

“From today till Friday, we will
have the Supreme Court Lok
Adalat and the first seven
benches will sit for it. If lawyers
have cases which can go before
the Lok Adalat, please bring
them,” the CJI said at the out-

set of the day’s proceedings.
Justice Chandrachud had ear-
lier requested citizens, who
have pending cases before the
Supreme Court, to take part in
the special Lok Adalat to get
their disputes resolved amica-
bly and speedily.

In a video message uploaded
on the court’s website, he had
said, “From July 29 to August
3, the Supreme Court is organ-
ising a Special Lok Adalat.
This is part of a series of activ-
ities which the Supreme Court
is observing to commemorate
the 75th year since the estab-
lishment of the Supreme
Court”Most significantly, the
CJT had said judges dedicated
to the institution of justice are
concerned about the large
backlog of cases.

“The Lok Adalat represents a
very informal technology-
based solution to resolve cases
involving our citizens to their
satisfaction in a purely volun-
tary, consensual mode.
“Therefore, on behalf of all my
colleagues and the staff of the
Supreme Court, I would appeal
to all citizens who have cases
before the Supreme Court or
lawyers advocates on record to
take the advantage and benefit
of this opportunity in an
attempt to resolve the cases
speedily, in a manner which is
acceptable to every contesting
party;” Justice Chandrachud
had said.The top court said Lok
Adalats are an integral com-
ponent of the country’s judicial
system, enhancing alternative
dispute resolution as a means
of expediting and fostering
amicable settlements.It said
cases with elements of settle-
ment, including those relating
to matrimonial disputes, prop-
erty disputes, motor-accident
claims, land acquisition, com-
pensation, service and labour,
pending before the apex court
would be taken up to facilitate
a speedy disposal.

DAC approves Advanced
Navigation System for AFVs

PNS B NEW DELHI

In an effort to give a fillip to
operational preparedness,
nod was given on Monday for
acquisition of Advanced Land
Navigation system (ALNS) to
armoured fighting vehicles for
the army and 22 interceptor
boats for the Coast Guard.
Giving details here, Defence
Ministry officials said a meet-
ing of Defence Acquisition
Council (DAC), under the
Chairmanship of Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh on
Monday considered various
Capital acquisition proposals.
Acceptance of Necessity (AoN)
was accorded to the procure-
ment of Advanced Land
Navigation System (ALNS) for
Armoured Fighting Vehicles
(AFVs) of the Indian Army.
The system is spoof-proof with
high levels of encryption.

The ALNS Mk-II is compatible
with Indian Regional
Navigation Satellite System,
NAVigation using Indian
Constellation (IRNSS, NavlC),
India in addition to Global
Positioning System (GPS) and
Global Navigation Satellite
System (GLONASS).

The ALNS MK-II offers com-
patibility with Defence Series
Maps resulting in very high
accuracy in navigational appli-
cations for AFVs. This equip-
ment will be procured from
Bharat Electronics Limited
(BEL), Chennai under Buy
[Indian-Indigenously Designed
Developed and Manufactured
(IDDM)] category.

In order to enhance the capa-
bilities of the Indian Coast
Guard, the DAC accorded AoN
for procurement of 22
Interceptor Boats with latest
state-of-art system capable of
quick interception and shallow
water operation in territorial
waters. These boats will be used
for coastal surveillance and
patrolling, search and rescue
operations, including medical
evacuation.

Navy pulls out oil tanker, looks for
truck washed away in Uttara Kannada

PNS B NEW DELHI

Indian Navy is working round
the clock as part of rescue
and relief effort in rain hit
Shirur, Ankola in Uttara
Kannada district (40 kms south
of Karwar) since last week and
pulled out an oil tanker. Rescue
team were now looking for a
truck washed away, Navy offi-
cials said here on Monday.
Giving details, officials said
incessant monsoon rains trig-
gered a landslide at Shirur on
Ankola — Kumta Road, in
Uttara Kannada district (40
kms south of Karwar),
Karnataka on July 16.

This led to the closing of
National Highway 66 between
Kumta and Karwar. It has been
reported that a few personnel
and vehicles including a
Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Limited (HPCL)
tanker were missing or washed
away into the adjoining
Gangaveli river.

The Uttara Kannada district
administration had requested
assistance from the Indian
Navy to locate the HPCL
tanker in the area. Responding
promptly, two diving teams

(comprising twelve divers and
six Hydrographers) with inflat-
able craft/ requisite equipment,
from the Indian Navy’s Base at
Karwar were dispatched to the
site in Shirur.

In coordination with the
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) team, the Naval
personnel tackling strong river
currents recovered the HPCL
LPG tanker that had fallen
into the river and by July 17 was
hauled ashore, where repre-
sentatives from HPCL then
drained the gas making it safe
and avoiding any potential
danger.

Thereafter, from July 19
onwards two Indian Navy
teams, along with high-resolu-
tion sonar, have been searching
for another missing truck pur-
portedly driven by Arjun
Mooladikuzhiyil from Kerala.
The strong currents in the
river, dislocated debris from the
hill, and adverse weather con-
ditions have made searching
the riverbed difficult.

A coordinated response by the
Indian Navy, the NDRF and the
district administration is
presently underway to locate
the missing personnel and
truck near the landslide area.
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Ready to discuss Mekedatu project

implementation with TN: Karnataka G

PTI B MYSURU

Kgrnataka Chief Minister
iddaramaiah on
Monday said his government
was ready to discuss with
Tamil Nadu regarding
implementation of Mekedatu
project across river Cauvery,
but the neighbouring state
was not coming forward
despite it not “causing any
problem to them”.

If the Centre gives necessary
permissions, the State is
ready to implement the
project, he told reporters
here.

Siddaramaiah along with Deputy
Chief Minister D K Shivakumar,
several Ministers and officals today
(traditional
thanksgiving) to river Cauvery at
Krishnaraja Sagar (KRS) dam in

offered  ‘bagine’

was responding to a question on
whether he will hold discussions
with Tamil Nadu or the Centre for a
“concrete programme” as a lot of
water is flowing into the sea, with
Mettur dam in Tamil Nadu expected

officials.

A separate Project Division and two
Sub-Divisions have already been set
up to implement the ambitious
‘Mekedatu Balancing Reservoir and
drinking water project of Cauvery

involves building a balancing
reservoir near Kanakapura in
Ramanagara district (now
renamed as Bengaluru South
district). Tamil Nadu has
been opposing the project,
raising apprehensions that
the state would be affected if
the project takes shape.

The project, once completed,
is aimed at ensuring drinking
water to Bengaluru and
neighbouring areas (4.75
tmcft); it also can generate
400 MW power, and the
estimated cost of the project
is Rs 9,000 crore (2019 rates),
according to Karnataka

PUBLIC NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that my client Sanjay Mehta is|
in process to avail the LAP against his Entire First Floor
(without roof rights), built on portion of Property
Bearing No. B-11, area measuring 50 sq. yards ie.
41.81 sg. mtrs approx, out of Khasra No. 19/5,
situated in the abadi of Gali No. 15, New Gobind Pura,
in the area of village Khureji Khas, lllagua Shahdara,
Delhi - 110051 (taking loan from DCB Bank Ltd.),
having acquired the same vide sale deed dated
5.7.2024 executed by Shilpi Aggarwal and Krishna
Aggarwal (Doc No. 2024/4/1/6583}

All personfs having any claim against or in respect of|
the said Property, or any part thereof, by way of sale,
exchange, mortgage ({equitable/ registered or
otherwise), gift, trust, inheritance, family
i bequest, partnership,
possession, lease, sublease, tenancy, license, lien,
charge, pledge, easement or otherwise howsoever, are
hereby requested to notify the same in writing to us
with supporting documentary evidence at the address
mentioned below within 7 days from the date hereof,
failing which the claim or claims, if any, of such persen
or persons will be considered to have been waived|
andjor abandaned.  yamal Kant Gupta (Advocate)

Unit No. FF-2, First floor, Mahaluxmi Metro Tower|
Sec-4, Vaishali, Gzh., U.P., Mab. 9810063351

ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO. 92 OF 2024

Indian bank a body corporate constituted under banking
Companies (Acquisition and Transfer of undertaking Act of
1970 Having its its Corporate office at 254 260 avvai
shanmugam salai Royapetttah Channai 600014 and among
others a branch office at Sainik Nagar Branch: Rai Bareilly
Road, Lucknow Indian Bank (Erstwhing Allahabad Bank)
through its letter of authorization issued by Zonal office in
favour of Sri Rajeev K. Singh working as Senior Manager at
Lucknow of the applicant bank.

1. M/S Sagar Solar Pvt. Ltd. Unit Addres. H.No. 3/195, Viram
Khand, Gomti Nagar, Lucknow 226010, Regd. Office 1006-
7-8 FBlock, Mangolpuri Delhi, 110083

2. SriPrahlad Singh S/O ShriJagan Singh Regd. Office 1006-7-

FORM NO. 5
DEBTS RECOVERY TRIBUNAL

600/1 UNIVERSITY ROAD
{Area of Jurisdiction- part of Uttar Pradesh)
Summons for filling Reply & Appearance by Publication
Summons to defendant under Section 19{3) of Recovery of
Debts due to Bank and financial

Dated: 25-04-2024

....... Applicant
Versus

Srirangapatna taluk in Mandya

to fill up in a couple of days.

river’ valley, Siddaramaiah had said,

8 F Block, Mangolpuri Delhi 110083

district.

It is customary to offer a ‘bagina’ to
the rivers in the state, when the dams
are filled to their maximum capacity.
“We are ready to discuss. Despite
Mekedatu not causing any problem
to them (Tamil Nadu), they are not
ready to discuss. If the central
government gives permission we are
ready to construct the Mekedatu
reservoir,, Siddaramaiah said. He

Shivakumar, who is also the Water
Resources Minister, had recently
made a passionate appeal to the
government
cooperate with the implementation
of the Mekedatu project, stating that
it would be more beneficial to the

Tamil Nadu

neighbouring State.
Mekedatu is a

multi-purpose
(drinking water and power) project
proposed by Karnataka, which

February.

to

authorities”

presenting the state budget in

“A survey to identify land that will be
submerged under this project and
the counting process of trees have
already been initiated,
said, adding, “action will be taken on
priority to commence the work early
after obtaining remaining necessary
clearances from the competent

> he had also

absence.

3. Sukh Sagar Singh Chauhan S/O Sri Prahlad Singh, R/O. E-10
E-Block, Sector 1 Rohini Delhi 110085
In the above noted application you are required to file reply
in paper book form in to sets along with document and
affidavit (if any) personally or through your duly authorized
agent or legal practioner in this tribunal after serving copy of
the same of the applicant in his counsel/duly authorized
agent after publication of the summons and thereafter to
appear before the tribunal on 05.11.2024 at 10:30AM failing
which the application shall be heard and decided in your

Registrar
Debts Recovery Tribunal
Lucknow

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform to the public at large that Smt.
Ved Kumari became the Owners of the
Freehold society built-up Duplex type flat
bearing No. A-12, on second and third floor at
Jai Shiv Co-Operative Group Housing Society
Ltd. Known as Jai Shiv Apartment , Plot No. C-
2, In the Layout Plan of Pitampura Residential
Scheme, West Enclave, Pitampura, Delhi
vide Sale Deed dated 17/06/2005 Regn No.
21250. That, It is hereby declared that Smt.
Harsana W/o Sh. Bhupinder Kumar is going to
purchase and mortgaged the aforementioned
Property with the State Bank of India RACPC,
Janpath, New Delhi by mortgaging All Original
documents. In the entire chain of title
documents there are 3 documents which are
not traceable i.e Death Certificate of Smt.
Nutan Gupta and Sh. A K. Gupta alongwith
one substitution letter on the basis of which
DDA got the mutation in favour of their Sons
Mr. Amit Gupta and Mr. Sumit Gupta. As the
currentowner Smt. Ved Kumari is intending to
sell the aforesaid property and the State Bank
is going to sanction a loan against the said
praperty, any person having any type of claim
right/title/interest over the said property or Plot
may inform in writing at the address mentioned
below about his/her objections within 15 days
from today, failing which it shall be presumed
that the said property is free from all type of
Encumbrances, lien etc. orany claim

nation 05

NOTICE REGARDING LOCKER OPERATION

Mofica is being published heretry for break open of lnckers for which annual rend has nol bean
paid by the lockors holders kor (s years of mons in 8 row. Mobice]s] Sent o the respecive
locker hireets) hashinve been retumed unserved. The locker hirgns Yother inferested parbes
are heneby mormed that in case they fal 1o regulanze e locker ermangement by visitng the
[Branch, wihin 7 dayys from the date of Sis nobce, Bank will be consirained io force open the
lockerfs) and take necessary Rurther actions, &5 the Bank may deam § a1 the cost and
exparisars of tha ockerren(s): Listof such lockiers ace minbonod below:-

Ranjan Kumar Jha (A }
Chamber:231,Western Wing Tis Hazari Court
Delhi-1 Mobile : 0647

NOTICE is hereby given that Prem Lata
claims to be owner and in possession of
Third Floor with Roof Rights, Prop. no
95, in Aviation Employees CHBS Ltd.,,
Gagan Vihar, Khureji Khas, lllaga
Shahdara, Delhi -51 ( herein after called
the said property) by virtue of
Relinquishment Deed dated 18.04.201%
executed by Praveen Kumar & ors., vide
Doc. No. 2119 after the death of Hari Singh
riw Rectification Deed 10.04.2024, Doc.
No. 2024/5/1/2805, & said Prem Lata has
agreed to sell the said Property to Divya
Aneja and said Divya Aneja agreed to
create a mortgage in favour of our clients
IDFC First Bank Ltd, ITO Branch, any
person/s having claim against the said
Property, or any part thereof, by way of sale,
exchange, mortgage (equitable/registered
or otherwise), gift, trust, inheritance, lien or
otherwise howsoever, are hereby intimated
to notify the same in writing to us with
supporting documentary evidence at the
address mentioned below within 7days
from the date hereof, failing which the claim
or claims, if any, of such person or persons
will be considered to have been waived
and/or abandoned and our client shall
proceed with the disbursement of loan and
subsequent creation of mortgage in respect
thereof. Vishal Diwan (Advocate)
For Diwan and Company LLP

H. No.2 (LGF}, NRI Complex New Delhi-19
Mobile No. 9818399399

Kamban's Ramayana to be
translated into En

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN M KOCHI

The biggest publishing coup
of 2024 is here. The
monumental work Ramayana
by Kampan (Tamil literary
tradition’s Greatest Poem) is
being translated into English
by a team of eminent scholars
and the eight-volume work is
expected to hot book shelves
across the globe between 2028
to 2030, according to Penguin
Random House.

In a media release on Monday,
Penguin’s Saumya Jha, said
that her company has acquired
the complete English
translation of Kampan’s
Ramayana which ‘stands out
for its innovative use of
language, the psychological
depth of its characters, and its
profound engagement with the
themes of power, truth, and
divinity. The influence of
Kampan’s Ramayana extends
far beyond Tamil Nadu,
impacting literary traditions in
Kerala, parts of the Indian
peninsula, and even the
Southeast Asia. Despite its vast
influence, a reliable and

complete English translation
of the text has been long
overdue, largely due to its

immense size. This new
translation aims to prioritize
completeness, clarity, and
poetic beauty, making this
influential poem accessible to
both scholars and general
readers alike’

According to Saumya Jha,
Penguin Random House, the
translation of Kampan’s
Ramayana is being executed
by Dr Shiv Subramaniam,
Emory University — Volume
1: Bala (Youth), Prof David
Shulman, Hebrew University -
Volume 2: Ayodhya (on
Ayodhya), Prof Whitney Cox,
University of Chicago —
Volume 3: Araya

Pawar raises fears
of Maharaghtra
going Manipur way;
BJP hits back

PTI W THANE

ationalist Congress Party

(SP) chief Sharad Pawar
has expressed deep concern
over the potential for
Manipur-like disturbances in
Mabharashtra and called for
maintaining social unity for
the development of the
country.
Addressing a Social Unity
Conference in Navi Mumbai
on Sunday evening, Pawar
also criticised the Centre’s
handling of the ethnic strife in
Manipur, which has claimed
several lives since last May.
Pawar didn’t specify the
reason for his assessment,
however, the remarks come
days after he flagged the “rift”
among communities over the
Maratha-OBC quota tussle
and recent criticism by Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
who dubbed the veteran
Maratha politician a

E-RUCTION NOTICE

E- Auction forms are invited from interested
buyers for disposal, strictly on “As Is Where
Is” basis, on ‘Lot basis’, for damaged
salvage “Wet damaged & affected -
Bearings -142611 Pcs” belonging to
M/s Nirmal Bearings, 5456 & 5457
Chowk Niarian, GB Road, Behind 60
GB Road, Delhi-110006.
Last date for inspection &

EMD Deposit- 04/08/2024
E-Auction to be held on 05/08/2024.
For E-Auction forms,
Contact Mr. Harpreet Singh at
Mob: - +91-8178624994 of

Bid2win Private Limited {Auctioneer)
For More Details: www.bid2win.in

sh for

ISt time

(Wilderness), Dr Jennifer
Clare, Independent Scholar -

Volume 4: Kikindha (on
Kikindha), Prof. Archana
Venkatesan, UC Davis -
Volume 5: Sundara

(Loveliness), Dr. Aniruddhan
Vasudevan, Princeton
University — Volume 6 and 7:
Yuddha Part 1 and 2 (War).

PUBLIC NOTICE

My client Sh. Raj Kumar Gupta S/o Late S.C. Gupta
Alias Late Sh. Suresh Chand Gupta is the owner of
50% undivided share in property bearing no. B-77,
area 200 sq. yds. i.e. 167.22 sq. mirs. with roof rights
khasra no. 478, khata no. 17/18, village Mandawali
Fazalpur, B-Block, Shakarpur, Delhi-110092 through
registered relinquishment deed dated 03.07.2018
executed by (1) Smt. Kusum (2) Smt. Mamta Gupta
(3) Smt. Hema Gupta W/o Mr. Ajay Kumar Gupta {4)
Smi. Hema Gupta W/o Anil Gupta (5) Smt. Ashu
Gupta W/o Mr. Manprest Gupta All D/o Late Mr.
Suresh Chand Gupta vide reg. no. 3866 at SR-VIII-A
Delhi the above-mentioned property is going to be
mortgage with Fed Bank Financial Services Limited. If
any person / bank / financial institution having any
claim / right, lien, any cbjection whatsoever in regard
to the above property, should nofified to the
undersigned/adv. Vishal Mehan, E-713, Karkardooma
Court, Delhi-110092 along with documentary
evidence under address through registered within 7
days from the date of publication of this notice failing
which any claim, lien or objection shall be deemed to
have beenwaived. VISHAL MEHAN, ADVOCATE
E-713, Karkardooma Court, Delhi -110092,

Mobile No. 9811215181

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is be known to the Public in General that
Sh. Rajinder Kumar Oberoi had been missing
since 29.07.2006 and a complaint was
lodge on the same day with the PS. Mayur
Vihar. A suit for the declaration regarding the
missing person bearing no. 564/2017 is
pending before the Hon'ble Court of Sh.
Fahad Uddin, Ld. ASCJ/JSCC/GJ, East,
Karkardooma Courts, Delhi for declaring Sh.
Rajinder Kumar Gberoi as a dead person and
same is pending for further proceedings on
08.08.2024, the public in general is
informed through the present notice to raise/
file any objection if they have before the
Honble Court.

Gopesh Tripathi (Advocate)
Ch. No. E-712, Karkardooma Gourts, Delhi-32

PUBLIC NOTICE

{In case of chain title deed)

NOTICE is hereby given that one Mr. Sanjeev
Sahai (hereinafter referred to as the said
Mortgagors/ Borrowers) owner of the property
situated at Entire Ground Floor, Entire 1st Floor, 3rd
Floor (with roof right) built up Property Bearing No.
EG-68, built on Plot No. 68, area measuring 225.33
8q. Yds., in Block-EG, situated in the area of Village
Naraina in the Abadi of colony Known as Inderpuri,
New Delhi ( hereinafter referred to “said property”) vide
Relinguishment Deed dated 18.10.2021 as doc
n0.5256. He has agreed fo create mortgage in respect
of the said property in favour of my/our clients IDFC
FIRST Bank Limited (the Bank) (Branch Address:
PLOT NO 6B, PUSA ROAD, RAJENDAR NAGAR,
NEW DELHI- 110060)

If any person, body, individual, instifution having
any claim and /or objection in respect of or against
or relating to or touching upon said property or part
of the property by way of sale, exchange, lease,
lien, mortgage, charge, encumbrance, gift, trust,

+| CHANGE OF NAME |¢

I, Prashant Rastogi S/o Shri
Suresh Chand Rastogi R/o
331/67A, Rajgarh colony,
Gandhi Nagar, Delhi 110031,
have changed my name to
PRASHANT KUMAR Instead
of PRASHNAT RASTOGI for
PASSPORT and all future
purposes.

PD(631)C
I, Manoj Kumar Bhatt S/o Sh.
Suresha Nand R/o Plot No.
2A, RK. Block, Gali No. 20,
Jain Road, Mohan Garden
Extn., Uttam Nagar, Delhi-
59.1 declare that my real
name is Manoj Kumar Bhatt.
That the name Manoj Kumar
Bhatt & Manoj pertain the
same and one person. In
future please know me as
Manoj Kumar Bhatt.

easement, maintenance, inheritance, testamentary
deposition or otherwise or having in their custady
any title, documents pertaining the said property
shall communicate the same to the undersigned at
my address within 10 days from the publication of
this notice with documentary evidence in support
thereof, failing which all the claim, of such person
shall be considered to have been waived and or
abandoned. Any objections raised after the
completion of the 10 days shall not be binding upon
the said property or my Client.

Place: Delhi Dated this 29th day of July 2024

Sd/- Law Veritas: North (Advocates &
Legal Consultants) Office No. 11, 1st Floor,
Building No. A-44/A, Sector-16, Noida, Uttar
Pradesh-201301. Landline{s}: +910120-
3101683. e-mail: accounts@lvnorth.in

IELT Locker Holders Locker No. |
1 PRIYANEA SHARMA BT |
2 DINESH CHADHA 58 |
3 DEEPAK NIMESH | 330 |
Duate : 30,07, 2024 Branch Head,
Place : Faridabad Kamataka Bank Lid., Faridabad Branch-Sector 21C

1 Sneh Gaur W/o Sh. Ranvir Singh R/0 B-
166, Sector-14, Noida is the G.PA.
holder of Plot No. C-2/32 Sector-31
Noida in the name of Smt. Pushpa
Kayat and Sh. Gopi Ram. I have lost the
Share Certificate whose share Number
is 4117(A) issued by Kendriya Sarkari
Seva Sehkari Bhumi Tatha Grih Nirman
Samiti Ltd. (Regd.) Noida for said
above plot. If someone found it, please
return the same to my residential
address.

PUBLIC NOTICE
IT is hereby issued notice in the interest
of Public under instructions and behalf of
my client that Sh. Ravi S/o Prasadee Lal
R/o Jhuggi No. 64, Isirieal Camp,
Rangpuri Pahari, South West, Delhi - 37,
has disown his brother namely Sh.
Ravindra S/o Prasadee Lal due to his
unsocial conduct and bad habits and also
debar him from all legal rights, movable
and immovable properties with effect
from today. It is further issued in public
interest that in future, if anybody is having
any kind of relation with brother of my

PUBLIC NOTICE
This is to inform the Public at large that Sh. Jitendra
Kumar Chaurasia S/o. Late Sh. Ram Chandra
Chaurasia and Smt. Labina Chaurasia W/o. Sh.
Jitendra Kumar Chaurasia are the 'Title Holders' in
possession of ‘DDA Built Up Freehold Property
|Bearing Flat No. 4488, Second & Third Floor|
(Duplex), Category — Ill, Sector — B, Pocket— 5 &
6, Vasant Kunj Residential Scheme, Vasant
Kunj, New Delhi with Scooter Garage',
hereinafter referred to as 'Schedule Property'vide
Sale Deed dated 20.05.22, duly registered as Regn.
No. 2759, Book No. 1, Vol. No. 1905, pp. 67-78 on
20.05.22 in the Office of the Sub Registrar-VII-A,
Sarojini Nagar, New Delhi. That original documents
i.e. (i) Letter for Inclusion of Name of Mr. Loveline
Oliver, (i) 5th and Final Demand Letter dated
10.12.1991, (ii)) NOC for Water & Electricity dated
30.03.92, (iv) Possession Slip issued by DDA, (v)
Letter for Deletion of Name of Sh. Loveline Oliver
dated 31.03.10, (vi) Transfer Letter (Loveline Oliver)
dated 08.03.22 and (vii) Legal Heirship Certificate
dated 06.04.22 w.r.t. the Schedule Property have all
been lost/ misplaced and are untraceable as on
date, in lieu of which Information Report dated
29.07.24 bearing LR No. 1979629/ 2024 has
been filled with Delhi Police. This notice is thus
issued to the Public at large, i.e. any Person(s),
Company(ies), Authority(ies), Society{ies),
Organisation(s), Financial [nstitution(s), Bank(s),
HUFs etc. having any knowledge, custody or
possession of the above mentioned lost/ misplaced/|
untraceable original documents or otherwise having
any claims, rights, title, interests, possession etc. in
the Schedule Property, by way of Ownership,
Succession, Inheritance, Sale, Mortgage,
Exchange, Charge, Lien, Gift, Trust, Encumbrance
etc., may come forward with supporting documents,
to be delivered to the undersigned within 10 days
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PUBLIC NOTICE

0 ‘ Branch Office: ICICI Bank Ltd. 4/10, Mythree Tower, Bommanhalli Hosur Main
IC'C’ Bank Road Bangalore- 560068

The following borrower(s) has/have defaulted in the repayment of principal and interest towards the Loan
facility(ies) availed from ICICI Bank. The Loan(s) has/have been classified as Non-Performing Asset(s) (NPA).

A Notice was issued to them under Section 13(2) of the Securitisation and Re-construction of Financial Assets
and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, at their last known addresses. However, it has not been served
and are therefore being notified by way of this Public Notice.

Sr. Name of the Borrower/ Description of Secured Date of Notice sent/| NPA
No.| Co-Borrower/Guarantor/ (Loan Asset to be enforced Outstanding as on | Date
Account Number) & Address Date of Notice
1. | Jitendra Kumar Gupta/ Rashmi (As Described in The Loan Document/ 04.12.2023 03/02/
Gupta/ Unit No. G-703, 7th Floor, | Property Document Covering Unit No. G- Rs. 2023
The Melia, Situated At Sector 35, | 703, 7th Floor, The Melia, Situated at Sector 67,78,030.00/-
Sohna Haryana Gurgaon- 35, Sohna Haryana Gurgaon- 122103
122103/ LBBNG00005042405 (Admeasuring an area of 1350 Sq. Ft.

Date: July 30, 2024
\Pluce: Gurgaon

These steps are being taken for substituted service of Notice. The above borrower/s and/or guarantor/s (as
applicable) is/are advised to make the outstanding payment within 60 days from the date of publishing this
Notice. Else, further steps will be taken as per the provisions of the Securitisation and Re-construction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002.

Sincerely, Authorised Signotory
For ICICI Bank Ltd. -/

CIN: L70101DL1992PLC047541

GOLDEDGE ESTATE AND INVESTMENTS LIMITED

Regd Office:-C-115, Mansoravar Garden, Ground Floor, New Delhi-110015

EXTRACT OF UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER ENDED JUNE 30, 2024

Rs. in lakhs except per share data
Quarter Ended Year Ended
NS(;. Particulars 30-Jun-24 31-Mar-24 30-Jun-23 31-Mar-24
(Unaudited) | (Audited) | (Unaudited) | (Audited)
1 | Total income from operations (gross) 7.75 747 6.85 28.72
2 | Other Income 60.27 - - -
3 | Total income (net) 68.02 747 6.85 28.72
4 | Net Profit for the period (before tax and exceptional items) 64.65 3.70 3.38 10.82
5 | Net Profit for the period before tax (after exceptional items) 64.65 3.70 3.38 10.82
6 | Net Profit for the period after tax (after exceptional items) 62.90 2,77 253 8.09
7 | Total Comprehensive Income for the period [Comprising
Profit for the period (after tax) and Other Comprehensive 62.90 277 2.53 8.09
Income (after tax)]
8 | Paid-Up Equity Share Capital (Face Value of Rs. 10/- 512.24 512.24 512.24 512.24
each)
9 | Other Equity - - - 78.96
10 | Eamings Per Share (of Rs. 10/- each)
Basic : 1.23 0.05 0.05 0.16
Diluted: 1.23 0.05 0.05 0.16

Place : New Delhi
Date:- 29.07.2024

Note : The above is an extract of the detailed format of Quarterly Financial results filed with Stock Exchange under Regulation 33
of the SEBI (Listing obligations and other disclosure Requirements) Regulations 2015. The full format of the Quarterly results are
available on the stock exchange websites i.e. www.msei.in and on Company website www.goldedgeestate.in

For and on behalf of the Board

For Goldedge Estate and Investment Limited

Jagdish Chand Agrawal
Chairman
DIN : 01898337

of receipt of the said Notice.

2002 and in exercise of the powers conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcemen
issued Demand Notices to the borrower(s) mentioned below, to repay the amount mentioned in the Motice within 60 days from the date

PHYSICAL POSSESSION NOTICE

0’0’6’ Bank IBrcnch Office: ICICI Bank Ltd. 4/10, Mythree Tower, Bommanhalli Hosur Main Road Bangalore- 560068

The Authorised ICICI Bank Officer under the Securitisation, Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Securite;) Interest Act,

Rules 2002,

Having failed to repay the amount, the Notice is issued to the borrower and theé)ublic in general that the undersigned has taken possession of
the property described below, bﬁ' exercising powers conferred on him/her under

the below-mentioned dates. The borrower in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the property. Any
dealings with the property will be subject to charges of ICIC| Bank Limited.

ection 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said rules on

Measuring 8% Guntas and Sy. ¥
Guntas Situated at Kengeri Village, Presently Comes Under Bbmp Limits Bearing
Katha No.4961, 39/10/48/4/55/1, Kengeri Hobli, Bangalore South Taluk, Dul
Converted Into Non-agriculture Purpose, Vide Om No.ALN[S][KAM]SR-78/2009-10

Dated 3-8-2010, Issued By Special D¢, Bangalore District, Bangalore, and Bounded
On The: East By : Road West By : Passage

Sr. Name of the Description of Property/ Date of Demand| Name
MNo| Borrower(s)/ Loan ical P i Nq“cﬁ'{ Amod"'"t of
Account Number Kot of Physical Poasasion wotisre“?ﬁ]g Branch
1. | Arnav Tandon/ Schedule 'A' Property (Description of The Entire Property) All That Piece and Parcel| 14.11.2022  |Bangalore
LEBNGO0005829057/ of The Converted Land Bearing Sy. No.48/4 Measuring 10 Guntas, Sy.No.55/1 Rs.
LEBNGD0005864325 0.39/10 Measuring % Guntas in All Measuring 19 60.,33,802.00/-

orth B

: Sri. P. Shivakumar's Land;

client, my client shall not be held from the date of this Publication, post expiration of|

: f which, any claim(s) or objection(s), if raised or|
responsible for any km.d of received, shall be treated as null & void and as
consequences. Bhalendu Mishra Lyaived, and the Title Holder shall proceed to sell the

Advocate Ch. No. 454, Lawyer's
Chamber, Dwarka Courts, N. Delhi-
110075

Schedule Property, as is presently intended.
Parvesh Kumar {Advocate),

Office Address: 27, Basement, Shreshtha Vihar, Delhi-92

Chamber Address: 363, %aw

APPENDIX IV-A
Sale Notice for sale of Inmovable Property

E-Auction Sale Notice for sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002
read with proviso to Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower{s) and
Guarantor(s) that the below described Immovable Property mortgaged to Sammaan
Capital Limited (formerly known as Indiabulls Housing Finance Ltd.) [CIN :
L65922DL2005PLC136029] (“Secured Creditor”}, the constructive possession
of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of the Secured Creditor, will be sold
on “as is where is”, “as is what is” and “whatever there is” basis on 31.08.2024
from 04.00 P.M. to 05.00 P.M., for recovery of Rs. 42,20,941/- (Rupees Forty Two
Lakh Twenty Thousand Nine Hundred Forty One only} pending towards Loan
Account No. HHLGRG00532640, by way of outstanding principal, arrears (including
accrued late charges) and interest till 25.07.2024 with applicable future interest in
terms of the Loan Agreement and other related loan document(s) w.e.f. 26.07.2024
along with legal expenses and other charges due to the Secured Creditor from
SUMANT KUMAR and NEHA CHAUDHARY.
The Reserve Price of the Immovable Property will be Rs. 45,25,000/- (Rupees Forty
Five Lakh Twenty Five Thousand only) and the Earnest Money Deposit (“EMD”)
will be Rs. 4,52,500/- (Rupees Four Lakh Fifty Two Thousand Five Hundred only)
i.e. equivalentto 10% of the Reserve Price.

DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

THIRD FLOOR WITH ROOF RIGHTS, OUT OF PROPERTY BEARING NO. D - 130,
AREA MEASURING 100 $Q. YARDS, OUT OF KHASRA NO.83/16, SITUATED IN
THE AREA OF VILLAGE HASTSAL, DELHI STATE, IN THE COLONY KNOWN AS
“BLOCK - D, ARYA SAMAJ ROAD, UTTAM NAGAR, NEW DELHI - 110059, WITH
PROPORTIONATE RIGHTS OF THE LAND UNDERNEATH, TOGETHER WITH
ONE CAR PARKING SPACE ON GROUND FLOOR AND WHICH IS BOUNDED AS

FOLLOWS :-
EAST ROAD NORTH PROPERTY NO. 131
WEST ENTRY SOUTH ROAD

For detailed terms and conditions of sale, please refer to the link provided on the

website of the Secured Creditor i.e. www.sammaancapital.com; Contact No : 0124-

6910910, +91 7065451024; E-mail id : auctionhelpline@sammaancapital.com. For
bidding, log on to www.auctionfocus.in.

Sd/-

AUTHORIZED OFFICER

SAMMAAN CAPITAL LIMITED

(Formerly known as

INDIABULLS HOUSING FINANCE LTD.)

Date : 25.07.2024
Place : NEW DELHI

naiga

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida, G.B. Nagar (U.P)
Website : www.noidaauthorityonline.com

E - TENDER NOTICE

E-Tenders are invited from eligible contractors/firm for the
following jobs against which bids can be uploaded and same
shall be opened/downloaded as per schedule mentioned. The
details and conditions of all tenders are available on Noida
Authority's official website: www.noidaathorityonline.in &
https://etender.up.nic.in. Please ensure to see these websites
for any changes/amendments & corrigendum etc.

(A) Fresh-Tender Work:

sL Tender
No. Job No. Name of Work Amount
. (in Lacs)
1 10/DGM/SM  |M/o Building (Interior| 3548
(WC-1)/ renovation of House No.1
2024-25 Camp Office, Sector- 14A),
Noida.
2 09/DGM/SM | M/o Building (Renovation of|  35.46
(WC-3)/ Community Centre in
2024-25 Sector-44), Noida.
3 05/DGM/SM  |M/o Drain and Raising of| 52.73
(WC-10)/ ET/ |drain, CC Pavement and
2024-25 cover of drain near Gali
No.11, 12. Main Gate of
Village-Nalgaraha, Noida

The above tenders can be uploaded by dated 12.08.2024 up to
5.00 PM. Pre-qualification shall be opened/downloaded on
dated 13.08.2024 at 11.00 AM.

Dy. General Manager (Civil)
NOIDA

CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

/ ASSETS CARE & RECONSTRUCTION ENTERPRISE LTD.

Ac == Corporate Office : Unit No. 502, C Wing, ONE BKC, Plot No.
: C — 66, G — Block, Bandra Kurla Complex, Mumbai — 400051.

MAKING ASSETS WORK Tel : 022 68643101

Registered Office : 14th Floor, EROS Corporate Tower, Nehru

Place, New Delhi — 110019
E-mail : acre.arc@acreindia.in | Website : www.acreindia.in |
CIN : U5993DL2002PLC 115769

APPENDIX IV-A

Sale Notice for sale of Inmovable Property
E-Auction Sale Notice for sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002
read with proviso to Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and
Guarantor(s) that the below described Immovable Property mortgaged to Assets
Care & Reconstruction Enterprise Ltd. [CIN : U65993DL2002PLC115769]
(“Secured Creditor”), the constructive possession of which has been taken by the
Authorised Officer of the Secured Creditor, will be sold on “as is where is”, “as is
what is” and “whatever there is” basis on 31.08.2024 from 04.00 P.M. to 05.00
P.M., for recovery of Rs. 1,97,75,319/- (Rupees One Crore Ninety Seven Lakh
Seventy Five Thousand Three Hundred Nineteen only) pending towards Loan
Account No. VO15XIl [Old Loan Account No. HHLVAS00077996], by way of
outstanding principal, arrears (including accrued late charges) and interest till
24.07.2024 with applicable future interest in terms of the Loan Agreement and other
related loan document(s) w.e.f. 25.07.2024 along with legal expenses and other
charges due to the Secured Creditor from VINOD KUMAR BANSAL, NEENA
BANSAL, FICUS SECURITIES (P) LTD. (THROUGH ITS DIRECTORS) and
VOTARY INVESTMENTS PVT.LTD. (THROUGH ITS DIRECTORS).
The above Loan Account bearing No. HHLVAS00077996, along with all right(s),
title(s), interest(s), underlying security(ies), pledge(s) and / or guarantee(s), including
the Immovable Property, had been assigned by Sammaan Capital Limited (“SCL")
(formerly known as Indiabulls Housing Finance Ltd.) to Indiabulls Asset
Reconstruction Co. Ltd. (“lIARCL”) vide Assignment Agreement dated 31.12.2019,
which was renumbered by IARCL and bears new Loan Account No. V015XII. The said
Loan Account has been further assigned by IARCL to and in favour of the Secured
Creditor, acting as a Trustee of ACRE-102-Trust, vide Assignment Agreement dated
26.04.2021 read with Rectification Deed dated 26.08.2021.
The Reserve Price of the Immovable Property will be Rs. 1,65,00,000/- (Rupees One
Crore Sixty Five Lakh only) and the Earnest Money Deposit ("EMD”) will be
Rs. 16,50,000/- (Rupees Sixteen Lakh Fifty Thousand only) i.e. equivalentto 10%

“corruption ringleader”.
“The prime minister never

and South By : Sri Beerappa, Ramakrishnappa and Others Land Schedule 'B'
Procinertyc‘Dcscripticn of Undivided Land Share Hereby Conveyed) 310 Sft., of
ndivided Share, Right, Title, Interest and Ownership in Schedule-A Property

ofthe Reserve Price.
DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

PD(629)A

felt the need to visit Manipur
in the wake of social
disturbances in the north-
eastern state and console
people. In neighbouring states
also such incidents occurred,
especially in Karnataka where
same things happened,
Pawar said.

Rehana Irfan, W/o. Mohd
Irfan Khan, R/o. E-31, Okhla
Vihar, Jamia Nagar, New
Delhi-110025 have changed
my name from Rehana Irafan
to Rehana Parveen for all
future purposes.

PD(632)A

No.

Schedule 'C' Propert

Super Built Up Area Alon% With
Apartment is Having Vitrifi
Physical Possession On/24/07/2024.

(Description of Apartment Hereby Conveyed) All
Property Being Two Bedrooms, Hall, Kitchen Residential Apartment Bearin
01 in Ground Floor of The Development Known As "Dream Deli
Presently Bearing Bbmp Katha No.4961/39/10/48/4/55/1 GF-001 With 1150 Sft., of
One Car Parking Slot No.01, in Stilt Floor,
ed Tiles Flooring and Jungle Wood Windows./ Date of

hat
ht" an
The

sold after 30 days from the date o

Date: July 30, 2024
\Place: Gurgaon

The above-mentioned Imrr‘:r\.v\.rtzr's?}.lr uarantors(s) isfare hereby issued a 30 day Notice to repay the amount, else the mortgaged properties will be
publishing this Notice, as per the provisions under Rules 8 and 9 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002.

Sincerely Authorised Signutory
For ICICI Bank Ltd.

THE PREMISES BEARING PLOT NO. 0006, MAIN 00, STREET NO. 06, HAVING
SUPER AREA 239.19 8Q. YDS. IN “THE WILLOWS*, SITUATED AT UNITECH
GRANDE, SECTOR - 96, 97 AND 98, NOIDA-201305, UTTAR PRADESH.

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided on the
website of the Secured Creditor i. e. www.acreindia.in; Contact No : 0124-6910910,
+91 7065451024; E-mail id : auctionhelpline@sammaancapital.com. For bidding, log
on to www.auctionfocus.in.

Sdi-

AUTHORIZED OFFICER

ASSETS CARE & RECONSTRUCTION ENTERPRISE LTD.
TRUSTEE OF ACRE-102-TRUST

Date : 26.07.2024
Place : NOIDA
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Talk tough, act tougher

Despite PM Modi’s stern warning to Pakistan,
crossborder terrorism is showing no signs of waning

border terrorism remains a grim reality. In what must be a grave concern for

D espite warnings, increased presence of troops and diplomatic manoeuvres cross-

all, the Indian Army has reported the loss of its 12th soldier this month, fur-
ther straining the already tense relations between India and Pakistan. Rifleman Mohit
Rathour was killed, and a Major along with three other soldiers were wounded in an
unprovoked attack by Pakistanis Border Action Team (BAT) on an Indian forward post
during an operation against terrorists attempting to cross the LoC at Kamkari in Machhal
sector, north Kashmir. BAT, comprising Pakistani military personnel and terrorists,
often provides cover fire for intruders crossing the LoC. In this latest assault, Pakistani
personnel exploited poor weather and low visibility to attack the Army post with grenades
and gunfire, resulting in a prolonged gunfight that critically wounded two soldiers,
one of whom later died. In response to the surge in terror attacks, security in J&K

consequences.

has been tightened, with the Government deploying
two BSF battalions, totalling over 2,000 personnel,
to the Union territory. The recent attack comes a day
after the India Prime Minister warned Pakistan of dire

On Kargil Vijay Diwas, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
issued a stern warning to Pakistan, asserting that
ithe evil designs of the masters of terror will never
succeedi and that India will overcome every terror
challenge. This strong message came amidst a rise
in terror attacks in Jammu and Kashmir, including
a deadly attack on a bus carrying pilgrims. But the
PM’s warning had little effect on the perpetrators.

The ongoing skirmishes along the Line of Control (LoC) and heightened insurgency
activities in Jammu and Kashmir have contributed significantly to these casualties.
While Pakistan's alleged support for militant groups continues to stir trouble, India
must chalk out a comprehensive strategy to end such activities and ensure the safe-
ty of citizens and secure borders. Indeed, it is a tough task, given the difficult ter-
rain but we must show resolve to take on terrorism and give fitting reply when such
an incident takes place. Isolating Pakistan on international forums, especially at the
UN, can work provided we present our case discreetly with proof. So far, despite the
provocations, India has been steadfast in its efforts to normalise the situation in Jammu
and Kashmir. The Government’s approach includes developmental initiatives, infra-
structural investments, and engagement with local communities to foster peace and
stability. But clearly, it is not enough and terrorists must be dealt with more vigor-
ous force using high-tech solutions. The martyrdom of the soldiers should not go
waste and we should strengthen India's resolve to pursue peace and stability in the
region. Cross-border terrorism must stop now and we should have zero tolerance
towards infiltrators to protect our borders and the people.

‘Kanwariyas’ gather at Har Ki Pauri ghat to collect ‘Ganga jal, in Haridwar

BRS faces existential

crisis as KCR falters

Despite substantial party funds, the BRS now faces an existential crisis,
compounded by internal defections and declining support

he Bharatiya Rashrta
Samithi, formerly the
Telangana Rashtra
Samithi, sets itself apart
from other declining
political parties. Led by the ambi-
tious K. Chandra Shankara Rao,
or KCR, the party's national
expansion has been marked by
setbacks, including its failure to
retain power in Telangana. This
fate is shared by many political
parties and their leaders, as most
eventually fade away after hold-
ing power at a state or national
level. The downslide continued as
BRS suffered a significant and
sudden setback with no Lok
Sabha seat in 2024. Despite hav-
ing around Rs 1,000 crore in party
funds, KCR's hopes of national
expansion were dashed. Rao
renamed his party BRS in 2022,
dropping the word Telangana,
and KCR opened branches in
Maharashtra and Andhra
Pradesh. Those units are defunct
NOW.
This is a stark example of how the
political landscape can change
instantly. Having lost power in the
2023 Assembly elections to
Congress in the wilderness for the
past ten years, the BRS is now fac-
ing a significant struggle for sur-
vival. The BRS has no represen-
tation in the Lok Sabha for the
first time after the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls. The party, which dominat-
ed Telangana politics for about
two decades and ruled the state
for almost a decade, has now been
voted out of the Lok Sabha in
2024. Just last week, BRS. received
a further setback. BRS MLA A.
Gandhi defected to the ruling
Congress, which reflects the
party's decline.
The Congress now boasts 75
M.L.A.s, including 65 from
Congress, one from C.PIL, and
nine former BRS. Members. In
2001, KCR made a historic deci-
sion to resign from the Telugu
Desam Party (T.D.P.). He believed
that creating a separate state was
the only way to end the discrim-
ination in the Telangana region,
sparking a demand for separation.
TRS was formed to achieve sep-
arate Telengana, a seemingly
impossible regional objective. He
was 47 at the time. T.D.P. was the
second-largest party in the
National Democratic Alliance. In

e

2004, the TRS. Joined forces
with the Congress and secured
five Lok Sabha seats. Following
this, KCR was appointed the
Union Minister for Labour
and Employment in the
United Progressive Alliance
(U.PA.) government, headed
by U.PA. Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh. He contin-
ued his struggle inside and
outside Parliament. In 2009, he
initiated a hunger strike to
demand the introduction of
the Telangana Bill in
Parliament.

After a few days, the Centre
conceded to his demands.
Shortly before the 2014 elec-
tion, the UP.A. government
announced the formation of
Telangana state. The TRS. per-
formed well in the Assembly
and Lok Sabha elections, win-
ning 11 seats, its highest tally.
However, it lost power to the
Congress in the 2023
Assembly polls. On December
9, 2022, TRS. was officially
renamed BRS., indicating
KCR's intention to pursue
national ambitions.

Now that the BRS. has failed
to win even a single Lok Sabha
seat in the state and its vote
share has dropped to only
16.69%, the party faces a gen-
uine existential crisis. The
BRS. lost power last year, with
just 35 seats in the Assembly.

LETTERS KNy}
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The BRS chief struggled to
keep the party together during
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections.
It could not implement plans
to field candidates in other
states. KCR's attempt to estab-
lish a dynastic rule by appoint-
ing his son, nephew, and
daughter to significant posi-
tions has been a point of con-
tention. It was seen as a devi-

UNLIKE ation from the party's found-
ing principles and a sign of
CHANDRABABU ' increasing autocracy. Secondly,
like many dictatorial leaders,
WHO HAD Rao failed to develop a second
THE BACKING tier of leadership, which is an
for any political leader
OF THE KAMMA St hromoting his fam
pt promoting his family.

COMMUNITY. Thirdly, KCR, who rose to
’ power through agitation and
KCR LACKS protests, steadily withdrew
from public spaces. His inac-
SUPPORT cessibility and his aversion to
FROM ANY media have significantly con-
tributed to the disconnect
CASTE GROUP  between him and his leaders
d workers. Rao surrounded

EXCEPT falrilmself with
people who
VELAMAS. lacked substance and only

" praised him.

A SMALL  Asaresult, he could not see the
GROUP reality and fell into the trap of

his sycophants, who present-
ed false facts. Unlike
Chandrababu, who had the
backing of the Kamma com-
munity, KCR lacks support
from any caste group except
Velamas, a small group.

E EDITOR

KALYANI SHANKAR

£

This political isolation is a sig-
nificant factor in his decline.
Fifthly, there were allegations
of corruption. His daughter
Kavitha is now in jail for
alleged corruption in the Delhi
liquor case. Sixthly, instead of
concentrating on the state,
KCR began dabbling in
national politics and went
around the Opposition-ruled
states with a naked ambition of
becoming Prime Minister. But
he failed.
This wavering resulted in BRS.
Unable to form the govern-
ment in the 2024
polls.Seventhly, he thought he
and his party were unbeatable
and would continue to rule
Telangana indefinitely like
many other tinpot dictators.
Eighthly, BRS. Faced defec-
tions.
However, he also induced
defections when he was the
chief minister. KCR has now
joined a group of once-influ-
ential leaders such as Sharad
Pawar, Lalu Prasad Yadav,
Edapadi Palaniswamy, Deve
Gowda, Mayawati, Uddhav
Thackeray, and others who
have previously held power but
are now struggling. In politics,
it's like playing a game of
snakes and ladders.
(The author is a popular
columnist; views are
personal)

Monsoon mayhem: The &=
pothole predicament

Despite millions being spent annually by road authorities to ensure safe travel, the

- -
-
. "

RACHNA
LAKHPATI

recurrence of potholes raises serious questions about where the money is going

he arrival of the mon-
Tsoon season brings

relief from the scorch-
ing heat, but it also brings
along a familiar foe:
"Potholes". This issue con-
stantly frustrates commuters
and raises doubts about the
effectiveness of road mainte-
nance. Every year, the Road
Authorities spend millions
of rupees to ensure a smooth
and secure journey for trav-
ellers. However, these haz-
ardous holes continue to
deface the roads. All that
money—where is it going?
The other day I had to take a
chance and walk the distance
between the Amar Business
Zone and the Hinjewadi Bus
Stop. The rain was so intense
that vehicles and cabs were
unavailable, so I had to face
it on my own. I prayed while
I walked, hoping that I would-
n't hurt myself. The flooded
streets and obscured foot-
paths turned the walk into a
risky journey, where every
step held the risk of either
finding solid ground or
plunging into an unseen pot-
hole.
This scene is not unique.
Every monsoon, countless
homebound commuters
endure this torment, whether

e o

they are on foot or in their
vehicles. The unpredictable
nature of the road, obscured
by the coverings of water, is
risky. Potholes, which are fre-
quently hidden beneath
murky pools, become silent
causes of numerous acci-
dents, damaged vehicles, and
occasionally fatal injuries.
This issue demands urgent
attention and a lasting reso-
lution.

The persistence of potholes is
a glaring testament to a sys-
temic failure. Despite the
annual financial outlay, the
roads remain in a perpetual
state of disrepair. One can't
help but wonder about the
quality of materials used, the
thoroughness of the repair
work, and the accountability

e =

of the authorities involved.
Are these millions being fun-
neled into quick fixes rather
than sustainable solutions?
Moreover, the economic
implications of this issue can-
not be ignored. In an inflat-
ed world, where every rupee
counts, the costs incurred
from vehicle repairs, medical
bills, and lost productivity due
to traffic caused by bad roads
are substantial. It's an added
burden on the average citizen,
who is already grappling with
the rising cost of living.

So, what can be done to
address this perennial prob-
lem? First and foremost, there
needs to be a shift from reac-
tive to proactive maintenance.
Regular inspections, espe-
cially before the monsoon

season, can help identify
potential trouble spots and
address them preemptively.
Employing advanced materi-
als and technologies in road
construction can also play a
pivotal role in enhancing
durability.
Clear records must be kept of
how the funds are spent and
allocated. Citizens have the
right to know where their
money is going and, more
importantly, to hold the
authorities accountable for
substandard work. It may be
worth considering a public-
private partnership to
enhance the expertise and
efficiency in road mainte-
nance.
In conclusion, the monsoon,
while a welcome relief from
the heat, should not bring
with it the dread of navigat-
ing pothole-ridden roads. It's
high time the Road
Authorities move beyond
mere patchwork solutions
and invest in lasting infra-
structure improvements. For
the sake of every commuter's
safety and sanity, let's pave the
way for smoother, safer jour-
neys, rain or shine.
(The author is a freelance
writer and a motivator;
views are personal)

DO NOT SUBVERT NITI AAY0G
Madam — Boycotting NITI Aayog
Meetings Undermines Democratic
ProcessesBoycotting NITI Aayog meet-
ings by some political parties contradicts
the principles of cooperative federalism.
With parties from the INDIA bloc
attending, it was expected that others,
including the Congress party with its
significant representation in Lok Sabha,
would also participate.
The central government's allocation of
more funds to Bihar and Andhra
Pradesh, seen as politically motivated,
should be addressed through dialogue
rather than boycotts. Cooperation
between the government and opposition
is essential for national interest.
Opposition parties staying away from
NITI Aayog meetings miss the oppor-
tunity to voice their concerns and
influence critical decisions.
Boycotts serve as ineffective protests,
harming democratic processes and
national unity. Continuous stalling of
official processes by the opposition,
since Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
tenure began, undermines the democ-
ratic framework.For citizens, the con-
cern is about the smooth functioning of
democracy. The opposition's confronta-
tional approach hinders cooperative fed-
eralism, affecting national interest.
Addressing grievances through partic-
ipation, not boycotts, ensures a health-
ier democratic process.Same Old
StoryEducated middle-class citizens
often await the budget with anticipation,
only to feel disappointed afterward. The
recent budget, though promising in
terms of infrastructure, employment,
and other areas, fell short of transfor-
mational changes, particularly in taxa-
tion. The Finance Minister missed an
opportunity to significantly alter the
taxation structure, leading to disillusion-
ment among the middle class. This cycle
of expectation and disappointment
continues, echoing Indiana Jones' sen-
timent: "Same old, same old.

Dorai Ramani Suresh| Ghaziabad

Ensure safety norms at coaching centres

in Delhi are endangering the lives of UPSC

aspirants, who face numerous hardships to
pursue their dreams of becoming IAS officers. The
recent tragic incident where three aspirants
drowned in a basement flooded with rainwater
underscores the dire state of India’s coaching cen-
ters. Previously, such stories were common from
Kota, but now Old Rajinder Nagar has also gained

CELEBRATING PARENTS DAY
Madam — Parenting responsibilities are
a testament to the unconditional love,
support, and sacrifices parents make
throughout their lives. This day empha-
sizes the importance of family values,
fostering stronger relationships, and
promoting gratitude and respect
towards parents. Parents guide us with
unwavering love and support, enduring
countless silent and selfless sacrifices to
ensure our happiness.
Despite the challenges of raising chil-
dren, including teenage tantrums and
door slams, their disciplined approach
aims to provide us with a better life.
As we transition into adulthood, parents
continue to support us, often silently,
checking on us and ensuring our well-
being. Their selfless gestures speak
volumes, even if they are not always
expressive. It is time to show our appre-
ciation and thankfulness for the support
and love parents provide. The young
generation must understand that one
day they would be parents too!

MR Jayanthi| Mumbai

-I-he coaching institutions at Old Rajinder Nagar

notoriety for exploiting students for profit. This
area, known as the UPSC hub, is filled with over-
priced, poorly maintained apartments rented out
to students from low and middle-income fami-
lies who struggle to afford them.The Delhi gov-
ernment must take immediate action against neg-
ligent property owners and coaching institutions,
enforcing strict standards to ensure the safety of
the aspirants. These standards should include reg-
ulations on the number of students per batch,
proper ventilation, parking facilities, and reason-
able rent for student accommodations.
Additionally, a toll-free number should be estab-
lished for students to report grievances related
to their living and studying conditions directly to
the police, ensuring their safety and empower-
ing them against exploitation. These measures are
crucial to protect the lives and aspirations of future
officers and uphold societal responsibility.
Kirti Wadhawan |Kanpur

NAIL THE MYTH
Madam —Scientific facts have broken sev-
eral myths and misconceptions . Will it put
a break to political rhetoric in India
which advocates population control based
on false assumptions that the minority pop-
ulation is growing at a faster pace than its
majority counterparts. Now that the pan-
demic period is over, the focus must be
to release the 2021 census based on latest
survey conducted so as to ascertain a clear
picture of the socio economic scenario
rather than targeting any particular com-
munity or area. It is absurd to predict about
the future only on narrow rhetoric and
political compulsions rather than using the
demographic dividend for the progress of
the country . So, no single community or
religion be held responsible for rising pop-
ulation since it can falsify facts. If the
Minority phobia is real or a mechanism
to gain political dividends is a million dol-
lar question.

Vijay Singh Adhikari | Nainital

Send your feedback to;
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THE HIDDEN
ENEMY WITHIN

By keeping their ego in check, we can create a positive and productive

Equitable revenue sharing

work environment that will foster innovation and sustained success

facebook.com/dailypioneer | @TheDailyPioneer | instagram.com/dailypioneer/

is must for fiscal federalism S

Punjab’s declining GDP reflect the broader issue of uneven development. Addressing these

disparities 1s essential for promoting holistic growth and preventing social distress across states

SAKSHI SETHI

life is the outside world. The most common enemy that lies with-

in an individual is the three-letter word ‘Ego’. At the beginning of
the career, it impedes learning and the cultivation of talent. With the
progress, it blinds to their faults and sows future problems and in fail-
ure, it magnifies each blow and makes the recovery more difficult. The
ego, which is often defined as a person's sense of self-esteem or self-
importance, is often viewed as a necessary trait for leaders. However,
when ego inflates to unhealthy levels, it becomes a significant obstacle
to effective leadership thereby stifling personal growth, distorting deci-
sion-making, eroding trust and ultimately jeopardizing the success of
an organization.Collaboration is a cornerstone of effective leadership. Great
leaders understand the importance of harnessing the collective intelli-

Today, many of us insist the main impediment to a full, successful

gence and diverse perspectives of their team.

Apart from collaboration, Constructive feedback is also essential for per-
sonal and professional growth. Leaders who embrace feedback can adapt,
learn and improve continuously. While a healthy level of self-confidence
is essential for leadership, an inflated ego can have detrimental effects.
Leaders with big egos often believe their ideas are superior, which can
prevent them from valuing the input of their team. This attitude can sti-
fle creativity and innovation, as team members may feel undervalued

and less motivated to share their ideas.

Moreover, such leaders may resist feedback, seeing it as a threat to their
authority or self-image. This resistance can prevent them from grow-
ing and improving, leading to repeated mistakes and missed develop-
ment opportunities. Above all, ego can erode trust within a team. If team
members feel that their leader is self-serving, they may become disen-
gaged and less loyal to the organization. For a high-functioning team, it
is the trust, and clear accountability mechanisms, that can allow lead-
ers to build strong relationships with their team members thereby fos-
tering a positive work environment where individuals feel safe, valued

and motivated to contribute their best efforts.
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their ego and its impact.

By addressing and learning from their failures, leaders can drive con-
tinuous improvement and inspire their teams to do the same. Moreover,
leaders who practice humility and openness, encourage a culture of col-
laboration, thereby fostering an environment where ideas can flourish
and the best solutions can emerge.Remember, ego in the workplace lead-
ership can be a double-edged sword. By promoting self-awareness, fos-
tering a culture of humility, encouraging open communication, setting
clear accountability, and leading by example, organizations can mitigate
the negative impacts of ego and cultivate more effective and empathet-
ic leaders. In an era that glorifies social media and other forms of shame-
less self-promation, the battle against ego must be fought on many fronts.
Great leaders recognize the importance of humility, empathy and a com-
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The absence of the said factors can lead to a toxic work environment
as leaders with large egos may struggle to admit when they are wrong
which will ultimately prevent learning from mistakes and perpetuate prob-
lems. For an organisation to flourish, it becomes vital to acknowledge
the mistakes continuously for continuous improvement and to build a
culture of honesty and transparency. There is no denying the fact that
leaders with inflated egos may prioritize short-term gains and person-
al accolades over long-term success and sustainability. This can lead
to decisions that provide immediate benefits but can harm the organi-
zation in the long run. The only way to mitigate this is by encouraging
leaders to engage in self-reflection and seek feedback; creating an envi-
ronment where open communication is valued and establishing clear
accountability mechanisms that can help them become more aware of

mitment to the collective goals of their team and organization.

(The writer is an educator; views are personal)

he current state of India’s fis-:

cal federalism is significantly:

detrimental to the states. The:

system needs to be reoriented

to spur a competitive environ-:
ment across the country, not just within:
some individual states.The recent union:
budget was expected to set a comprehen-:
sive five-year economic agenda for the:
country's wholesome growth.
In Budget 2024-25, unique packages:
were granted to Bihar of Rs 26,000 crore:
and Rs 15,000 crore to Andhra Pradesh:
in exchange for political support, result-:
ing in an even wider fiscal imbalance. It's:
essential to ask why a similar approach:
has yet to be taken to address the eco-:
nomic growth of other financially dis-: P
tressed states. For example, Punjab, as a:
landlocked border state facing location-:
al disadvantages, requires a fair platform:
to compete on an equal footing.
Once a prosperous and progressive state, :

Compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR)

fiscal years, ranking 12th. In contrast, the:
neighbouring state of Haryana has:

5.9%.Punjab ranked first in GDP in:
1981 and fourth in 2004. In the fiscal year: |

In comparison, the neighbouring state of
Haryana's GDP stands at Rs 11.20 lakh:

DO

once part of the economically chal-:

GDP of Rs 8.59 crore in FY 2023-24.
Allowing lopsided economic development
in a sensitive state like Punjab will have:
serious repercussions. Failing to ensure:

¢ holistic development will ulti-
i mately lead to accusations of
i inefficiency in managing human
i resources. Unemployment exac-
i erbates various issues in dis-
i tressed areas, including mental
i health, crime, and drug abuse.
i Substantial evidence links drug
: abuse and law and order prob-
i lems directly to unemployment.
i These issues must be addressed
i assertively to ensure the overall
i progress and well-being of

ONCE A
ROSPEROUS
AND

PROGRESSIVE
STATE, PUNJAB

Punjab grapples with a significant prob-: :
lem of unchecked unemployment stem-: GRAPPLES WlTH

ming from distressed farming and an:
imbalanced industrial base dominated by A SIGNIFI CANT
99.7% of small and medium-sized enter-: PROBLEM OF
prises (SMEs). :
Punjab accounts for only 5% of industri- UNCHECKED

al units in the country, with a 3.6%; UNEMPLOYMENT
in the industrial sector over the last fiveg STEMM'NG FROM

DISTRESSED

demonstrated higher growth rates até FARN”NG AND AN

MBALANCED

2023-24, with a GDP of Rs 6.98 lakh:
crore, the state was ranked 16th. |NDUSTRIAL BASE

MINATED BY

i Punjab.

Economic distress in Punjab has
led to unemployment and a sig-
nificant migration of its human
resources to Canada, which has
created a breeding ground for
radicals and anti-Indian
Khalistani extremist activities on
Canadian soil; it is a globalised
challenge that must be addressed
promptly. Secondly, the Pakistan
border has been adversely affect-
ing Punjab's economy.

This, along with illegal arms
supply and drug-related terror-
ism, has severely impacted
Punjab's social fabric and law and
order. The central government
has not adequately compensated
Punjab for its unique challenges
compared to other states.The
revenue-sharing disparity is a
pressing issue causing significant,
alarming socio-economic dis-
tress in Punjab. The state receives
only 51 paise for every rupee it
contributes to the Centre's tax
pool, compared to states like

: i Bihar, which receive Rs 1.20.
crore, ranked 12th. Interestingly, Bihar,: 99.7% OF SMALL

This highlights the urgent need
for equitable revenue sharing to
ensure Punjab's socio-economic

Currently, Punjab's contribution
to the country's tax kitty stands

lenged states known as 'BIMARU' (Bihar, : AND MEDIU M'
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, and Uttar: SIZED: well-being.
Pradesh), is now a fast-growing econo-:
my with a growth rate of 10.6% and a: ENTERPR'SE

i atapproximately 3%, and it only
i receives 1.8% of the divisible
¢ pool of taxes allocated by the
- Fifteenth Finance Commission. It

is concerning that Punjab only
received 1.8% of the Rs 8,16,649
crore distributed by the Centre to
the states during 2022-23.
However, the large areas and
population figures of Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar provide them
with additional leverage from
the central tax pool. Uttar
Pradesh received the highest
share at 18% (Rs 1,46,525 crore),
and Bihar received the second-
highest share of 10%.

This highlights why Punjab and
other states argue they must
receive a fair share of funds
despite contributing more to the
exchequer.During the fiscal year
2022-23, Punjab contributed Rs
32,800 crore to the central taxes
fund, which included CGST,
income tax, corporation tax,
wealth tax, union excise duty,
customs, and service tax.
However, in return, the state
only received Rs 14,756 crore.
Punjab has raised the issue with
the Sixteenth Finance
Commission, which believes it
deserves a fair share of central
tax. The Finance Commission
recommends the distribution of
tax revenues between the Centre
and States.

Despite recommendations to
allocate 42% and 41% of net tax
revenue to States, their share of
gross tax revenue fell to 35% in
2015-16 and 30% by 2023-24.
For 2024-25, the Gross Tax
Revenue (GTR) is projected to
grow at 11.7%, raising concerns
about adequacy in meeting state
fiscal needs. The introduction of
the Goods and Services Tax
(GST) Act has had significant and
varying consequences on fiscal
federalism.

It has given the Centre more
extensive taxation powers, alter-
ing the budget landscape and
transforming budgetary federal-

ism in the country.
While GST has led to revenue
growth, it also restricts the finan-
cial autonomy of the states.In a
recent memorandum submitted
to the 16th finance commission
chairman, Punjab highlighted
the loss on account of GST intro-
duction, indicating that the state
would have earned more than Rs
45,000 crore with VAT versus the
budgeted GST of Rs 25,750 crore
in FY 2024-25.
This gap is expected to increase
to Rs 95,000 crore with VAT and
GST at Rs 47,000 crore by 2030-
31.
The Way Forward: In the current
fiscal federalism, it is crucial to
adopt a comprehensive and inclu-
sive approach to budgetary pru-
dence, local employment gener-
ation, and social harmony,
regardless of demographic and
political differences. Devolve
more fiscal powers to states,
enhancing their flexibility in rev-
enue generation, expenditure
planning, and borrowing limits.
Reforms are necessary to address
imbalances in the revenue trans-
fer system.
A Finance Act amendment is still
pending to establish fairness and
accountability in managing the
resource imbalances between the
Centre and the States, which has
led to growing regional tensions.
Ultimately, fair, competitive, and
effective fiscal federalism is
essential to ensure that resources
result in improved services and
infrastructure for citizens.
(The Author is Vice-Chairman
of Sonalika ITL Group, Vice-
Chairman of the Punjab
Economic Policy and Planning
Board, Chairman of
ASSOCHAM Northern Region
Development Council. Views
expressed are personal)

India’s population: A liability or an untapped asset with immense potential

As the world population nears 8 billion, it becomes imperative to reassess the impact of population dynamics on sustainability and progress.

uch is being written
Mand spoken about
India’s  teeming

human population. Huge con-
cerns are being raised on the
spectre of the burgeoning pop-
ulation becoming a severe lia-
bility for national survival.
India’s population was 1.44 bil-
lion in January 2024 and could
be a shade above this at pre-
sent. This population has been
growing at the rate of nearly 1
per cent per year during the
last decade. People say that the
country cannot progress eco-
nomically and become a devel-
oped nation unless population
growth is checked. Or, in other
words, a big population is a
most severe dampener to
national growth and develop-
ment.

How far is this true and is there
historical precedence to cor
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roborate this concern? The
subject of the population needs
to be analysed from a larger,
global perspective. The popu-
lation of the world is close to
8 billion today and has trebled
over the last 100 years. The
core issue regarding popula-
tion being considered an asset
or liability pertains to the cur-
rent paradigms of tapping and
using global material resources
and the huge disparity in own-
ership of those resources.
Humans do not and cannot

produce babies at will like
goods are produced in a fac-
tory. Humans can only cohab-
it and copulate, like lower ani-
mals. This is borne out by the
fact of decreasing fertility in
many parts of the world
despite the professed advance-
ments of modern medical sci-
ence.

Scientists and medical profes-
sionals can help with the
process of fertilisation of repro-
ductive cells but cannot
achieve conception at will. It
stands to reason that babies are
produced in the factory of
nature by the subtle action of
a supernatural, omnipotent
entity. You can call him
Creator or God who is also the
controller and regulator of the
world and the larger universe.
This is a prime scientific fact
if science is correctly under-

stood as the systematic and
logical treatment of any sub-
ject. Hence population growth
or decline is a subject more of
God than of man. If popula-
tion growth is high and
humans fear that it will make
human life unsustainable, their
Creator knows better. He
makes humans learn and
realise their mistakes through
natural disasters like climate
change, wildfires, cyclones,
tornados, earthquakes, floods
and epidemics. These serve to
balance out the excessive pop-
ulation from time to time. It
has to be admitted that mod-
ern science has done a lot to
conquer life-threatening ill-
nesses and increase the
longevity of humans.

Average life expectancy glob-
ally today is almost double
compared to what it was 200

years ago. But this increase has
come at the cost of the envi-
ronment. We have used chem-
ical fertilizers for crops abun-
dantly which have under-
mined the quality and fertili-
ty of soil. We have used chem-
ical, reductionist formulation-
based drugs and vaccines
aplenty whose serious, sneaky
side effects are slowly coming
into evidence. But we cannot
go on doing it ad infinitum
without seriously prejudicing
sustainability. Today, humans

are ravaging and pillaging
global material resources like
never before. They are enhanc-
ing human comforts at the cost
of the environment.

Life expectancy is rising at the
cost of life quality. Infectious
diseases are being combated
through strong chemical for-
mulation drugs, while insidi-
ously inviting chronic diseases
and newer ailments unheard of
before. Humans are unwitting-
ly proceeding towards a situ-
ation of unsustainable exis-
tence. Let us go back to the
prime metaphysical truths of
existence. God regulates all life.
He is the source of all knowl-
edge which is enshrined in the
divinely revealed scriptures
called Vedas.

These scriptures are the repos-
itory of all knowledge includ-
ing science and technology.

Vedic hymns declare that each
human couple should pro-
duce 10 children. The same
Vedas exhort humans to live
up to at least 100 years, healthy
and fit. In the above backdrop,
the human population is an
asset, not a liability. We should
know how to utilise the man-
power productively and fruit-
tully. If we follow the modes of
agriculture and food produc-
tion as per Vedic sciences,
using technologies based on
such sciences, we will never
have to compromise the qual-
ity or fertility of the soil and
can produce bumper crops
season after season.

We can achieve this through
strictly organic farming and
protect our environment and
ecosphere. Following assidu-
ously the principles of
Ayurveda, we can ensure

sound health and high longevi-
ty without recourse to synthet-
ic chemical drugs. All we have
to do is change our systems
and paradigms of living to
reduce the stark wealth dispar-
ity witnessed today where 20
per cent of the global popula-
tion holds 80 per cent of glob-
al resources. Our instinct of
self-aggrandisement, driven
by capitalism based on the
banal baser element of greed
hasled to the present situation.
Population needs to be consid-
ered an asset and it will be
regarded as an asset if we
change our living paradigms to
align with nature and embrace
environment-friendly tech-
nologies expounded in our
ancient Vedic scriptures.
(The author is a management
consultant based in New
Delhi; views are personal)
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Quad calls for respecting sovereignty of nations

China accuses Quad of
‘inciting’ confrontation

PTI H TOKYO

In aloud and clear message to
China, the Quad on Monday
reaffirmed its steadfast com-
mitment to a free and open
Indo-Pacific and resolved to
work towards a region where no
country dominates others and
each state is free from “coercion”
in all its forms.

The grouping comprising India,
the US, Japan and Australia, after
a meeting of their foreign min-
isters, announced a plan to
expand its ambitious Indo-
Pacific Maritime Domain
Awareness (IPMDA) pro-
gramme to the Indian Ocean
region that would facilitate mon-
itoring the strategic waters.
The Quad also said that it was
working for early operationalisa-
tion of its South Asia pro-
gramme through India’s
Information Fusion Centre for
the Indian Ocean Region.

The Quad foreign ministerial
meeting also called for uphold-
ing the free and open rules-based
global order and respecting the
principle of freedom, human
rights, democratic values, sover-
eignty and territorial integrity of
nations.

Without directly naming China,
the ministers expressed serious
concern over the situation in the
East and South China Seas and
reiterated the Quad’s strong
opposition to any “unilateral
actions that seek to change the
status quo by force or coercion”

Beijing (PTI): China on
Monday accused the Quad
nations, including the US and
India, of “artificially creating
tension” and “inciting con-
frontation” to “contain” the
development of other countries
in the Asia Pacific region.
Beijing’s statement came hours
after the foreign ministers of
the Quad countries, compris-
ing the US, Japan, India and
Australia, in a meeting in
Tokyo, reaffirmed its steadfast
commitment to a free and
open Indo-Pacific, vowing to
work towards a region where
no country dominates others
and each state is free from
coercion in all its forms.

The Quad was “artificially cre-
ating tension, inciting con-
frontation and containing the

The meeting was attended by
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken, Japanese
Foreign Minister Yoko
Kamikawa and Australia’s
Foreign Minister Penny Wong.
“All countries have a role in con-
tributing to regional peace, sta-
bility, and prosperity, while seek-
ing a region in which no coun-

development of other coun-
tries”, Chinese Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Lin
Jian said at a press briefing here
when asked for his reaction to
the joint statement of the for-
eign ministers of the Quad
countries released after the
end of their meeting.

This is against the global trend
of peace and development and
stability in the Asia Pacific, Lin
said.

In a loud and clear message to
China, the Quad foreign min-
isters in Tokyo called for
upholding the free and open
rules-based international order
and respecting the principle of
freedom, human rights, demo-
cratic values, sovereignty and
territorial integrity of nations.
The meeting was attended by

try dominates and no country is
dominated, competition is man-
aged responsibly, and each coun-
try is free from coercion in all its
forms and can exercise its agency
to determine its own future,” the
ministers said in a joint state-
ment.

It said the Quad continues to
advance the development of a
“trusted, secure and robust”

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken, Japanese
Foreign Minister Yoko
Kamikawa and Australia’s
Penny Wong.

Without directly naming
China, the four foreign minis-
ters expressed serious con-
cern over the situation in the
East and South China Seas and
reiterated the Quad’s strong
opposition to any “unilateral
actions that seek to change the
status quo by force or coercion”
Lin said China believes coop-
eration among countries and
regional initiatives to be con-
ducive to regional develop-
ment, stability and prosperity
rather than forming small cir-
cles harming mutual trust and
cooperation.

telecommunication network,
and announced a plan to roll out
Open Radio Access Networks
(Open RAN) in island nation
Palau.

In his remarks at a press confer-
ence, Jaishankar said the Quad
is not a “talk shop” but a platform
that generates practical out-
comes.

In their statement, the Quad for-

worid

Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong, left, Indian External Affairs Minister Subrahmanyam Jaishankar, second left, and U.S.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken, second right, arrive for the Quad Ministerial Megting, at the Foreign Ministry’s likura
guesthouse in Tokyo, Monday.

AP/PTI

eign ministers also expressed
“deepest concern over the war
raging in Ukraine including its
terrible and tragic humanitarian
consequences.’

“We reiterate the need for a com-
prehensive, just, and lasting
peace in line with international
law, consistent with the purpos-
es and principles of the UN
Charter, including respect for

sovereignty and territorial
integrity; they said.

The Quad foreign ministers also
referred to increasing Chinese
manoeuvres in the South China
Sea, especially the “dangerous
use” of coast guard and maritime
militia vessels.“We continue to
express our serious concern
about the militarisation of dis-
puted features, and coercive and

intimidating manoeuvres in the
South China Sea, “ the joint state-
ment said.“We also express our
serious concern about the dan-
gerous use of coast guard and
maritime militia vessels, the
increasing use of various kinds
of dangerous manoeuvres, and
efforts to disrupt other countries’
offshore resource exploitation
activities,” it said.

6 UK lawmakers
vie for Conservative
Party leadership
post-election defeat

London (AP): Six British lawmak-
ers have announced they are run-
ning to lead the defeated
Conservative Party, ahead of a
Monday deadline, in a contest that
will decide whether the opposition
party tacks to the right or steers
toward the political centre ground.
Contenders include former Foreign
Secretary James Cleverly and law-
maker Tom Tugendhat from the
party’s centrist grouping. Former
Home Secretary Priti Patel and ex-
Business Secretary Kemi Badenoch
have support from the right of the
party. Former immigration minis-
ter Robert Jenrick and lawmaker
Mel Stride also have secured the
required support of 10 Conservative
lawmakers before the deadline of
2:30 pm (9:30am EDT, 1330GMT)
on MondayBadenoch, who came
third in the party’s last leadership
election in 2022, was the early
favorite with bookmakers. She
said the party should lead “a renew-
al for capitalism” built around a
smaller state and seek to persuade
voters “why conservatism should
matter” In the wake of the party’s
defeat this month, Conservatives
are split between moderates and
hard-liners who want tougher
migration and law and order poli-
cies to regain political territory lost
to the Reform UK partyled by anti-
immigration firebrand Nigel
Farage.

Maduro wins Venezuela’s
presidential election

AP B CARACAS

icolas Maduro was

declared the winner in
Venezuela’s presidential elec-
tion Sunday, even as his oppo-
nents were preparing to dis-
pute the results, setting up a
high-stakes showdown that
will determine whether the
South American nation tran-
sitions away from one party
rule. Shortly after midnight,
the National Electoral Council
said Maduro secured 51% of
the vote, overcoming the main
opposition candidate,
Edmundo Gonzalez, who gar-
nered 44%.
But the electoral authority,
which is controlled by Maduro
loyalists, didn’t immediately
release the tallies from each of
the 30,000 polling booths
nationwide, hampering the
opposition’s ability to chal-
lenge the results after claiming
it had data for only 30% of the
ballot boxes.
Foreign leaders held off recog-
nizing the results as the elec-
toral council promised to
release official tallies in the
“coming hours”
“The Maduro regime should
understand that the results it
published are difficult to
believe,” said Gabriel Boric, the
leftist leader of Chile. “We
won't recognize any result that
is not verifiable”
U.S. Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said the U.S. has “seri-
ous concerns that the result
announced does not reflect the
will or the votes of the
Venezuelan people,” speaking
in Tokyo.
The delay in announcing
results — six hours after polls
were supposed to close —
indicated a deep debate inside
the government about how to
proceed after Maduro’s oppo-
nents came out early in the
evening all but claiming victo-

ry.

Vz,/hen Maduro finally came
out to celebrate the results, he
accused unidentified foreign
enemies for trying to hack the
voting system.

“This is not the first time that
they have tried to violate the
peace of the republic,” he said

to a few hundred supporters at
the presidential palace. He
provided no evidence to back
the claim but promised “jus-
tice” for those who try to stir
violence in Venezuela.
Opposition representatives
said tallies they collected from
campaign representatives at
the polling stations showed
Gonzalez trouncing Maduro.
Meanwhile, the head of the
electoral council said it would
release the official voting acts
in the coming hours.

Maduro celebrated the result
with a few hundreds support-
ers at the presidential palace.
He ca

Maduro, in seeking a third
term, faced his toughest chal-
lenge yet from the unlikeliest
of opponents in Gonzalez: a
retired diplomat who was
unknown to voters before
being tapped in April as a last-
minute stand-in for opposition
powerhouse Maria Corina
Machado.

Earlier, opposition leaders cel-
ebrating, online and outside a
few voting centers, what they
assured was a landslide victo-
ry for Gonzélez.

“I'm so happy,” said Merling
Fernandez, a 31-year-old bank
employee, as a representative
for the opposition campaign
walked out of one voting cen-
ter in a working class neigh-
borhood of Caracas to
announce results showing
Gonzalez more than doubled
Maduro’s vote count. Dozens
standing nearby erupted in an

impromptu rendition of the
national anthem.

“This is the path toward a new
Venezuela,” added Fernandez,
holding back tears. “We are all
tired of this yoke”

Voters started lining up at
some voting centers across the
country before dawn Sunday,
sharing water, coffee and
snacks for several hours.

The election will

have ripple effects throughout
the Americas, with govern-
ment opponents and support-
ers alike signaling their inter-
est in joining the exodus of 7.7
million Venezuelans who have
already left their homes for
opportunities abroad should
Maduro win another six year
term.
Authorities set Sunday’s elec-
tion to coincide with what
would have been the 70th
birthday of former President
Hugo Chavez, the revered left-
ist firebrand who died of can-
cer in 2013, leaving his
Bolivarian revolution in the
hands of Maduro. But Maduro
and his United Socialist Party
of Venezuela are more unpop-
ular than ever among many
voters who blame his policies
for crushing wages, spurring
hunger, crippling the oil indus-
try and separating families
due to migration.The opposi-
tion managed to line up behind
a single candidate after years of
intraparty divisions and elec-
tion boycotts that torpedoed
their ambitions to topple the
ruling party.

Vandalism hits
communication
lines in France

Paris (AP) The French govern-
ment says multiple telecom-
munications lines have been
hit by acts of vandalism, affect-
ing fiber lines and fixed and
mobile phone lines as cities
around France are hosting
events for the 2024 Paris
Olympics.

The scale of the impact is
unclear, as is whether it has
affected any Olympic activi-
ties. The vandalism came after
a rson attacks hit train net-
works around France on
Friday, hours before the
Olympics opening ceremony.
Marina Ferrari, secretary of
state in charge of digital aftfairs,
posted on X that damage in
several regions overnight
Sunday to Monday affected
telecommunications opera-
tors. She said that led to local-
ized impact on access to fiber
lines and fixed and mobile
telephone lines.

Isracli military detains 9 soldiers
for alleged detainee abuse

Tel Aviv (AP) The Israeli mil-
itary said Monday it was hold-
ing nine soldiers for question-
ing following allegations of
“substantial abuse” of a detainee
at a shadowy facility where
Israel has held Palestinian pris-
oners throughout the war in
Gaza. The military did not dis-
close additional detailsur-
rounding the alleged abuse,
saying only that its top legal
official had launched a probe.
An investigation by The
Associated Press and reports by
rights groups have exposed
abysmal conditions at the Sde
Teiman facility, the country’s
largest detention centre.

A report by the United Nations
agency for Palestinian refugees,
UNRWA, earlier this year said
that detainees alleged they
were subjected to ill-treatment
and abuse while in Israeli cus-
tody, without specifying the
facility.

\

A heated argument erupts between soldiers at the Sde Teiman detention facility in
southern Israel after Military Police investigators arrived to detain suspects for

questioning.

AP/PTI

The military has generally
denied ill-treatment of
detainees. Following the accu-
sations of harsh treatment,
Israel has said it is transferring
the bulk of Palestinian

detainees out of Sde Teiman
and upgrading it.

Israeli media reported that
military police officers who
arrived at Sde Teiman in south-
ern Israel to detain the soldiers

were met with protests and
scuffles. The detentions of sol-
diers prompted an outcry
among members of Israel’s far-
right government, who con-
demned the investigation into
their conduct, saying it was an
affront to their service.

Israel has detained thousands
of Palestinians since the Oct 7
Hamas attack that sparked the
war in Gaza, according to offi-
cial figures, though hundreds
were released after the military
determined they were not affil-
iated with Hamas.

Israeli human rights groups say
the majority of detainees have
at some point passed through
Sde Teiman.

International mediators are
trying to bring Hamas and
Israel to agree to a cease-fire
deal that would wind down the
war in Gaza and free the
remaining 110 hostages held
there.

Absolutely no reason why Kamala
Harris should not win: Rushdie

PTI ® NEW YORK

umbai-born  author

Salman Rushdie has
endorsed Kamala Harris’s can-
didacy for the US presidency
and said he believes she is the
person who can prevent former
president Donald Trump from
dragging the country towards
authoritarianism. Rushdie on
Sunday extended his support
and endorsement of US Vice
President Harris during a virtu-
al ‘South Asian Men for Harris’
event attended by scores of
leading names from the Indian-
American community, includ-
ing prominent lawmakers,
authors, policy experts, entre-
preneurs and diaspora organi-
sations. “Its a critical moment.
I'm a boy from Bombay and it’s
great to see an Indian woman
running for the White House.
And my wife is African-
American, so we like the fact

that a Black and Indian woman
is running for the White House,”
Rushdie said.

Harris, 59, is the presumptive
presidential nominee of the
Democratic Party. She official-
ly declared her candidacy after
incumbent President Joe Biden
withdrew from the race for a
second term on July 20. She is
expected to be officially declared
as the presidential candidate by
the Democrats next month.
The 77-year-old British-
American novelist also noted
that ethnicity itself is not
enough. “We would not be
gathering in this way let’s say for
Usha Vance or Nikki Haley;” he
said, referring to the Indian-
American wife of Republican
Vice Presidential nominee ] D
Vance and the Indian-American
former South Carolina gover-
nor. Rushdie emphasised that
the momentum is because
something “very extraordinary,

transformative has happened in
American politics” in just under
one week.“The conversation
has entirely changed with the
arrival of Kamala Harriss can-
didacy and it's changed most
joyfully, a way of optimism and
positive, forward-thinking,” he
said.Rushdie underscored that
the community has to make that
work because “we can't allow the
alternative to happen”“This hol-
low man without a single noble
quality, trying to drag this coun-
try towards authoritarianism.
That cannot happen,” he said,
referring to 78-year-old Trump,
a Republican.Rushdie voiced
his confidence that Harris “is
the person who can prevent it.
And so I'm right in 1,000 per
cent in for her”He added that
star power matters in America
and one could argue that
Trump’s celebrity status from
being on TV for many years
helped him get elected to the

White House in 2016.“Well,
right now, he doesn’t look like
the star. He looks like the old,
fat guy. Kamala looks like the
superstar. And I think the
charisma she brings to the cam-
paign could be critical in the
weeks ahead,” he said.

In response to a question that
there are sceptics in the coun-
try who believe that America
would not elect a woman with
Black and Indian heritage as
President, Rushdie said this
may well have been an argu-
ment even as recently as maybe
a decade but the times have
changed.“T think the way in
which women’s leadership is
viewed now is different. The
way in which the race issue can
be made a positive is a new
thing. And so I think there’s
absolutely no reason why
Kamala Harris should not win
and actually win it quite hand-
ily)” Rushdie said.

Social media hinders

AP B SUNSHINE COAST

Over recent months, a num-
ber of politicians have sup-
ported calls to ban social media
for children under 16 in
Australia. Currently, kids under
13 are not allowed to use social
media.

There’s some research that sug-
gests social media can be help-
tul for certain young people by,
for example, connecting them
with like-minded peers.

That said, there are a raft of rea-
sons for this proposed change.
The most compelling is evi-
dence showing inappropriate
screen time and social media
use are linked to poor mental
health in children and young
people, including depression
and anxiety.

Overuse or misuse of social

media can damage many areas
of psychological wellbeing. But,
as an expert in adolescent devel-
opment, I've been exploring
one that’s not often considered:
identity development.

Identity development has long
been regarded as the core psy-
chological business of adoles-
cence. You decide who you are,
what you want to become, what
underlying values you stand for
and what you want out of life as
you move toward adulthood.
But might social media risk
thwarting this process?
Between the ages of about 11
and 15, the human brain
becomes increasingly sensitive
to attention and feedback from
peers. The parts of the brain
responsible for developing per-
spective, judgment, critical
thinking and self-control will

teens’ self-discovery

not fully mature until a person’s
early to mid 20s.

Teenagers have always com-
pared themselves to others.
They seek validation from peers
as they explore their values,
develop their personalities and
seek to express themselves. But
social media have provided a
platform for adolescents — par-
ticularly those high in FOMO,
or fear of missing out — to obsess
over how they compare to many
more people, including aptly
named “influencers’.

It can be difficult for a young
person to develop a clear sense
of self when they’re constantly
comparing themselves to and
following others.

Similarly, young people are
developing many of their opin-
ions based on what they see on
social media. An individual’s

tendency to conform to other
people’s opinions is sometimes
called the “bandwagon
effect”While plenty of social
media content can be harmless
enough, social media - like the
real world - are becoming
increasingly political and
polarised, with little tolerance
for opposing ideas. Some teens
may find themselves latching
onto ideologies fed to them via
marketing algorithms. And we
know young people can become
radicalised through social
media. How do you see your-
self? Are you the same person
in public, in private, with
friends, family or at work?
Would you honestly admit some
of your deepest feelings to your
work colleague, friend, or even
your partner? How about to
yourself?

Amitabh Bachchan statue in US listed
as tourist attraction on Google Maps

PTI B WASHINGTON

life-size  statue  of

Bollywood superstar
Amitabh Bachchan installed by
an Indian-American business-
man outside his New Jersey res-
idence in the US has now been
listed by Google as a tourist
attraction.
Gopi Seth installed Bachchan’s
life-size statue in August 2022
outside his residence in Edison
city, about 35 kilometres south
of Manhattan in New York.
“Our home has become one of
the most popular tourist attrac-
tions, thanks to the Amitabh
Bachchan statue. Recognised
by Google Search, this site
attracts a growing number of
visitors each day;” Seth told PTI

5%

s

on Sunday. In two years since
then, fans of the Indian super-
star have been coming to this
place, taking pictures and self-
ies, with many of them posting
on social media platforms like
Instagram and X.

“Fans of Mr Bachchan from all
around the world travel to see
the statue, with 20 to 25 cars of
families arriving daily. Visitors
often leave greeting cards and
letters, expressing their admi-
ration for the legendary actor,”
Seth said, sharing some of the
videos of the fans visiting the
statue.

Seth said the popularity of his
home extends far beyond in-
person visits. “Enthusiastic fans
post videos, photos, and tweets
about their experiences, flood-
ing social media platforms like
Instagram, YouTube, and
TikTok. These posts have gar-
nered significant attention, fur-
ther boosted the site’s fame and
made it a trending destination
on the internet,” he said.

Firefighters
make progress
amid wildfires
spreading smoke
across US West

Forest Ranch (US) (AP):
Firefighters made progress and
were aided by improving
weather over the weekend in
the battle against wildfires
covering massive areas and
leaving a trail of damage in the
western United States, but fur-
ther evacuations and resources
have been necessary as thou-
sands of personnel tackle the
flames.

The so-called Park Fire, the
largest wildfire in California
this year, was one of more than
100 blazes burning in the US
on Sunday, according to the
National Interagency Fire
Centre. Some were sparked by
the weather, with climate
change increasing the frequen-
cy of lightning strikes as the
western US endures blistering
heat and bone-dry conditions.
The Park Fire had scorched an
area greater than the city of Los
Angeles as of Monday, darken-
ing the sky with smoke and
engaging thousands of fire-
fighters. The blaze spanned
more than 562 square miles
(1,455 sq km) of inland
Northern California.

Winds and temperatures were
expected to increase slightly
amid a drop in humidity, offi-
cials said in an update early
Monday. Air quality alerts
were issued for Monday in the
northwestern US and western
Canada.

The Park Fire started
Wednesday, when authorities
say a man pushed a burning
car into a gully in Chico and
then fled. A man accused of
setting the fire was arrested
Thursday and is due in court
Monday. Firefighters increased
containment to 12% on
Saturday, aided by cooler tem-
peratures and more humidity,
officials said.
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PTI W DHAKA

For the first time, the
Bangladesh government on
Monday officially acknowl-
edged that 150 people were
killed across the country dur-
ing the students’ unrest over the
quota system.

Violence gripped Bangladesh
recently and the government
called in the army to quell
protests against job quotas.
The protests, which started in
universities and colleges earli-
er this month, quickly turned
into a more widespread agita-
tion against Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina and her govern-
ment. The unrest has left sev-
eral thousand people, including
policemen, wounded and
major government installa-
tions damaged.

“The government has decided
that a nationwide mourning
will be observed tomorrow...
People have been urged to
wear black badges to mourn
the deaths (during the vio-
lence),” Cabinet Secretary
Mahbub Hossain told a media
briefing after a meeting chaired
by Hasina at the Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO).

He said mosques, temples,
pagodas and churches across
the country were also urged to
offer prayers for the departed
souls and the wounded people.
The top bureaucrat said Home
Minister Asaduzzaman Khan
Kamal presented a report at the
meeting about the overall sit-
uation and confirmed 150

deaths in clashes across the

country.

The announcement came on a
day when the military and
paramilitary troops patrolled
the streets of the capital Dhaka
while police in riot gear
enforced a strict vigil as a fac-
tion of the protesting students
overnight called a new round
of protests.

The group called the new
protest after six of their coor-
dinators announced the with-
drawal of the demonstrations,
which the protestors said was
obtained under duress in police
custody.

The six student leaders in an
appearance before the media
overnight announced the with-
drawal of the street demonstra-

tions as their demand for
reforms in the quota system
was met by the government fol-
lowing a Supreme Court order.
“We have mobilised forces to
prevent fresh violence;” a police
official said.

Witnesses and live
TV footage showed the securi-
ty forces guarding major points
in the capital with military and
police armoured personnel car-
riers patrolling the streets
alongside the paramilitary
Border Guard Bangladesh.
The protests subsided after the
apex Appellate Division of uni-
tary Bangladesh’s Supreme
Court on July 21 ordered a
massive quota reform, keeping
only seven per cent of reserve
posts instead of the existing 56

per cent.

The government subsequently
issued a Gazette notification in
line with the order saying 93
per cent of jobs would be open
to candidates on merit.

“Our main demand for logical
reforms to the government job
quota system has been met,’
student coordinator Nahid
Islam on Sunday said in a
video message, calling for edu-
cational institutions to re-open.
However, other students, call-
ing for a new protest, claimed
their leaders were forced to
announce while in police cus-
tody. Meanwhile, the govern-
ment ignored an ultimatum to
release their leaders and apol-
ogise for those killed in dead-
ly unrest.

Groups of youths held scattered
street protests but were quick-
ly chased away by police in
parts of the capital and else-
where.

Their demand included a pub-
lic apology from the prime
minister for the casualties, the
dismissal of several of her min-
isters, and the reopening of
schools and universities around
the country which were closed
for an indefinite period as the
unrest reached its peak.

A nationwide curfew gripped
Bangladesh mid-July, and the
government called in the army
in aid to the police and para-
military Border Guard
Bangladesh (BGB) to quell
protests against job quotas that,
according to media reports,
killed more than 200 persons
across the country.

The mass circulation ‘Prothom
Alo’ newspaper cited 210
deaths, 113 of them being chil-
dren. Most others were juve-
niles and youths. The newspa-
per said at least 9,000 people
were arrested nationwide since
the beginning of the unrest.
According to observers and
political commentators, the
students protests were largely
peaceful until the ruling Awami
League student activists were
asked to quell the protestors
and police attacks on demon-
strators, who were later pre-
sumed to be backed by the
opposition political quarters.
The government leaders said
the peaceful and issue-specif-
ic students’ movement was not

130 killed in unrest, B’desh announces mourning

involved in violence and attrib-
uted the anarchy to the Jamaat-
e-Islami (JI) party and their
student activists backed by the
main Opposition outside par-
liament Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) of ex-premier
Khaleda Zia. The BNP had
boycotted the January 7 elec-
tions. The government has
accused JI of hijacking the
protests to cause a nationwide
anarchy.

The unrest significantly
impacted Bangladesh’s econo-
my with the Foreign Investors
Chamber of Commerce and
Industries (FICCI) estimating
the economic impact to be
around USD 10 billion and ris-
ing. President of the country’s
apex business chambers,
Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industries
(FBCCI), Mahbubul Alam, said
the major export-earning gar-
ment industries alone incurred
losses of Bangladeshi Taka
6,4000,000 (USD 5,45,167).
Bangladeshi authorities said
they restored internet services
in the country after a 10-day
disconnection of both mobile
internet and the key social
media platform as the situation
returned to normal following
the disbandment of the
protests.

However, the resumption of
mobile internet on Sunday
failed to relieve tens of thou-
sands of F-commerce sellers,
who rely on Facebook to sell
their goods and services, were
yet to resume.

Pak seeks reprofiling
of over $27-bn debt
with friendly nations

Islamabad (PTI): Cash-
strapped Pakistan has sought
the re-profiling of more than
USD 27 billion in debt and lia-
bilities with China and two
other friendly nations to secure
a bailout package from the
IMF, according to a media
report on Monday.

The  Washington-based
International Monetary Fund
last month announced that it
signed a staff-level agreement
with Pakistan to provide a
USD 7 billion loan which
would be disbursed for 37
months.

However, it attached stringent
conditions with it, requiring
Pakistan prior action before the
fund’s board accords final
approval for the loan.

Finance Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb after returning from
Beijing told the media on
Sunday that talks have been
going on with China, Saudi
Arabia and the UAE for a re-
profiling of USD 27 billion.
Aurangzeb said Pakistan had
already asked the friendly bilat-
eral trio of lenders to roll over
its more than USD 12 billion
annual debt portfolio by three
to five years to secure the IMF
board’s approval, which is
expected next month.

This is on top of Islamabad’s
request to Beijing to convert
imported coal-based projects to
local coal and re-profile more
than USD 15 billion in energy
sector liabilities to create fiscal
space amid difficulties in time-
ly repayments.

Pakistan has a peculiar finan-
cial arrangement with these
three countries in the shape of
commercial loans and SAFE
deposits that are rolled over
every year and form a major
part of the IMF programme in
terms of external financing
needs.

Pakistan has now requested the
maturity period of these loans
— USD 5 billion from China,
USD 4 billion from Saudi
Arabia, and USD 3 billion
from the UAE — to be extend-

ed to at least three years, offer-
ing greater predictability under
the IMF programme.
Aurangzeb said the Chinese
side acknowledged Pakistan’s
foreign exchange difficulties
and wanted to help in new
business ventures and the re-
profiling of energy sector pay-
ments besides playing its role
in supporting Pakistan’s case at
the IMF board as one of the
major stakeholders.
He said the process of debt and
equity rescheduling had been
started and would now go to
the working groups with rele-
vant financial institutions and
sponsors of Chinese projects
for which Pakistan hired local
Chinese consultants.
“Between now and the IMF
board meeting (on the 37-
month bailout package), we
have to ensure confirmation of
external financing” from
friendly bilateral partners, the
minister said.
However, he explained that
the Chinese energy sector debt
reprofiling had nothing to do
with the IMF programme as
other prior actions had been
completed and structural
benchmarks were under imple-
mentation.
Aurangzeb said he was in con-
tact with the Chinese, Saudi
and UAE finance ministers for
an extension in debt rollover
for three years and they had
assured their support that
would place Pakistan in a very
comfortable position in terms
of external financing gap.
“I can assure you we are at a
very good place on external
financing for the next three
years, including year one, year
two and year three,” he said.
He said the IMF had
worked out a financing needs
assessment for three years that
also included its own USD 7
billion Extended Fund Facility.
After rollovers from friendly
countries, the remaining exter-
nal financing gap would
become very manageable, he
said.

Pakistan court extends remand of
P’'IT’s info secretary by two days

PTI M ISLAMABAD

Pakistani court has extend-

ed the physical remand of a
close aide of jailed former prime
minister Imran Khans party
for two more days and sent a
female social media activist,
allegedly linked to the political
organisation, to judicial remand.
The Federal Investigation
Agency (FIA) presented
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf’s (PTI)
Central Information Secretary
Raoof Hasan before Dis-trict
and Sessions Judge Judge Murid
Abbas on Sunday after the
expiry of his three-day remand
granted last week, the Dawn
newspaper reported on Monday.
The FIA prosecutor informed
the judge that the case record,
including transcripts of videos,
has been submitted to court. The
forensic analysis of the videos
has to be carried out, the pros-

ecutor said and sought eight
days’ physical remand of Hasan.
Following the arguments, the
judge extended Hasan’s physical
remand for two more days, the
report said.

During the last hearing on
Thursday, the FIA presented a
report to the court claiming that
Hasan received “instructions
through messages, audio notes,
graphics and videos” from
abroad daily. It alleged that the
PTI member oversees the party’s
social media teams that run
trends on social media platforms
“to incite violence, create law and
order situation and fan cybert-
errorism’.

The FIA also presented Syeda
Arooba Kanwal, a social media
activist who was allegedly linked
with the PTI in court.

The FIA prosecutor claimed
that Kanwal was operating the
party’s account on social media

platform X, which she refused to
surrender to the investigators,
and sought her physical remand
for investigation.

The defendants lawyer, Ali
Bukhari, said Kanwal was an
employee and handled PTTs
social media account. He
claimed the entire case has been
based on data retrieved from a

cell phone, which is already in
FIAs custody. The advocate
requested the court to discharge
all the accused.

However, the judge sent Kanwal
to jail on judicial remand. The
Pakistan government last week
formed a joint investigation
committee to identify those
involved in creating disorder in
the country through “malicious
social media campaigns” No
party or person has been named
against whom the possible inves-
tigation would be directed.
However, analysts say, the step
may be targeted at the PTI
party. Hasan was arrested on
Monday last week along with 11
other PTI supporters and was
booked by the FIAs cybercrime
wing under Sections 9 (glorifi-
cation of an offence), 10 (cyber
terrorism) and 11 (electronic
forgery) of the Prevention of
Electronic Crimes Act (PECA).

3 killed after protesters clash
with security forces in Gwadar

PTI B KARACHI

At least three people have
been killed and many oth-
ers were injured when protest-
ers clashed with security per-
sonnel in Pakistan’s restive
Balochistan province following
a sit-in for the rights of Baloch
people in Gwadar city, media
reports said on Monday.

The sit-in organised by the
Balochistan Yakjehti
Committee (BYC) began on
Sunday even as scores of peo-
ple, including 14 persons in
Mastung, were injured in
clashes with security person-
nel.

The BYC is holding a demon-
stration for the rights of the
people of Balochistan province
and the safeguarding of its nat-
ural resources.

Although the authorities set up
roadblocks at several places

leading to Gwadar, a large
number of people still man-
aged to gather at Marine Drive
for the rally named the ‘Baloch
Rajee Muchi’ (Baloch National
Gathering), the Dawn newspa-
per reported.

Clashes were reported with
security personnel at some
checkposts and near Gwadar as
protesters started arriving at
the Marine Drive.

There were also reports of
protesters attacking checkposts
in some areas, forcing securi-
ty personnel to use tear gas
shells and rubber bullets.

Till Monday, at least three
people died in the clashes
while around 28 have been
injured, hospital sources con-
firmed.

Three dead bodies at the gov-
ernment hospital in Gwadar
besides eight others injured,
they said.

On Saturday evening, securi-
ty forces opened fire during
clashes, injuring 14 persons in
Mastung. Four others were
injured in Turbat on Sunday.
Balochistan Home Minister
Ziaullah Langove and provin-
cial spokesperson Shahid Rind
were unavailable for comments
due to a communications
blackout in many parts of
Balochistan.

Later, addressing the gathering
in Gwadar, BYC leader Dr
Mahrang Baloch and others
vowed not to abandon their
struggle for the rights of the
Baloch people and the protec-
tion of the province’s resources.
Authorities said life has been
derailed in many parts of the
province since Sunday with
roads and highways leading to
Gwadar and Quetta blocked
by protesters or security
personnel.

‘Sexual violence rampant in Sudan civil war’

AP W CAIRO

An international rights
group on Monday accused
a paramilitary group in war-
torn Sudan of sexual violence
against women, including rape,
gang rape, and forced and
child marriage. A smaller num-
ber of incidents were also
attributed to the military, it
said.

Human Rights Watch called for
the United Nations and the
African Union to establish a
joint mission to protect civil-
ians in Sudan as more than 15
months of fighting between the
military and the paramilitary
Rapid Support Forces has
shown no signs of abating.
“The Rapid Support Forces
have raped, gang raped, and
forced into marriage countless
women and girls in residential
areas in Sudan’s capital,” said

Laetitia Bader, deputy Africa
director at Human Rights
Watch. The group also accused
both warring parties of block-
ing survivors access to critical
emergency care, and said the
military has “willfully restrict-
ed” shipments of humanitari-
an supplies to RSF-controlled
areas, including medical sup-
plies and aid workers since
October last year.

The RSE, meanwhile, has pil-
laged medical supplies and
occupied medical facilities, it
said. RSF fighters also commit-
ted sexual violence against ser-
vice providers, the group said,
citing local responders.
Sudan plunged into chaos in
April last year when simmering
tensions between the military
and the RSF exploded into
open fighting in the capital,
Khartoum, and elsewhere in
the country. The fighting has

killed more than 14,000 people
and wounded 33,000 others,
according to the UN, but rights
activists say the true toll could
be much higher.

The conflict has created the
world’s largest displacement
crisis, with over 11 million peo-
ple forced to flee their homes.
The formerly military-aligned
RSF grew out of the Janjaweed
militias formed during the
conflict in Darfur in the 2000s
by former President Omar al-
Bashir, who ruled the country
for three decades until he was
overthrown during a popular
uprising in 2019. He is wanted
by the International Criminal
Court for charges of genocide
and other crimes committed
during the conflict.

In a report released on Sunday,
Human Rights Watch said it
documented widespread sexu-
al violence, as well as forced

and child marriage during the
conflict in Khartoum and the
nearby cities of Omdurman
and Bahri, or Khartoum North.
The three cities are known as
Greater Khartoum.

These acts constitute “war
crimes and crimes against
humanity”, it said.

The group said most of the
cases were attributed to the
Rapid Support Forces, but
some were also blamed on the
military, especially as the mil-
itary retained control of
Omdurman earlier this year. It
said men and boys have also
been raped, including in deten-
tion. Both the RSF and the mil-
itary didn’t immediately answer
requests for comment.
Human Rights Watch said nei-
ther party has taken meaning-
ful steps to prevent its forces
from committing rape or
attacking health care, nor to

independently and transparent-
ly investigate crimes commit-
ted by their forces.

It said an RSF spokesman
denied occupying hospitals or
medical centres in Khartoum
and its sister cities, but didn’t
provide evidence that the group
has carried out effective inves-
tigations into allegations of
sexual violence by its forces.
It called on the African Union
and the United Nations to
jointly deploy a new mission to
protect civilians in Sudan,
including preventing sexual
and gender-based violence.
“The United Nations and
African Union need to mobilise
this protection and states
should hold to account those
responsible for ongoing sexu-
al violence, attacks on local
responders, health facilities
and the blocking of aid,” Bader
said.

Top radical leader
booked in Pak for
issuing death
threats to CJ

Islamabad (PTI): An FIR was
filed against a top leader of the
radical Islamist group
Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan
and its 1,500 workers for issu-
ing death threats to Chief
Justice of Pakistan Qazi Faez
Isa.

The FIR was registered against
Pir Zaheerul Hasan Shah, the
Deputy Amir of Tehreek-e-
Labbaik Pakistan (TLP).

The charges against Shah
include sections of the Anti-
Terrorism Act (ATA), inciting
religious hatred, causing pub-
lic disorder, intimidating the
judiciary, threatening the judi-
ciary, interfering in official
duties, and obstructing legal
functions.

According to the FIR, during
a protest outside the Press
Club, Shah incited hatred
against the judiciary and
announced a reward of PKR
10 million for anyone who
brings the head of Justice Faez
Isa. The FIR also includes
charges against 1,500 Tehreek-
e-Labbaik Pakistan workers.
The FIR was registered after
Defence Minister Khawaja
Asif said that strict action
would be taken against those
issuing death threats to the
Chief Justice, emphasising that
the state will not tolerate such
fatwas.

During the press conference,
Asif condemned the inflam-
matory remarks made against
Chief Justice Isa and highlight-
ed attempts on social media to
incite the public to commit
murder.

He warned that permitting
such rhetoric could lead to the
disintegration of the state’s
structure.

Defence Minister Khawaja
Asif pointed out that there are
efforts to incite violence in the
name of religion, with Chief
Justice Isa being targeted
through various pretexts.
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Braverman lashes out
on colleagues over
Tory leadership race

PTI ® LONDON

ritain’s former home secre-

tary, Suella Braverman, on
Monday lashed out at her
Conservative Party colleagues
for branding her “mad, bad and
dangerous” as she decided not
to contest the Tory leadership
contest to succeed Rishi Sunak
as Opposition Leader.
The 44-year-old Indian-origin
member of Parliament from
Fareham and Waterlooville in
south-east England was widely
expected to not join the race by
Monday’s nomination deadline
to go up against fellow Indian-
origin former home secretary
Priti Patel and other former
ministers — Kemi Badenoch,
James Cleverly, Tom Tugendhat,
Robert Jenrick and Mel Stride.
However, contrary to some
media reports that she had
failed to find the requisite 10
MPs to propose her candidacy,
Braverman said she had chosen
to step aside because her party
was unwilling to accept her
diagnosis of what led to its worst
electoral defeat in history earli-
er this month.
“I've been branded mad, bad
and dangerous enough to see
that the Tory Party does not
want to hear the truths I've set
out,” writes Braverman in ‘The
Daily Telegraph.
“Although I'm grateful to the 10
MPs who wanted to nominate
me for the leadership, getting
onto the ballot is not enough.
There is, for good or for ill, no
point in someone like me run-
ning to lead the Tory Party
when most of the MPs disagree
with my diagnosis and prescrip-
tion. The traumatised party
does not want to hear these
things said out loud. Instead,
platitudes about ‘unity’ are fash-
ionable. That’s all fine but it’s not
honest,” she writes.
According to the former min-
ister who was sacked by Sunak
as home secretary, the party’s
disastrous election result was
down to the party’s failures on
“migration, taxes and trans ide-
ology”. She also lamented the
lack of a proper rebellion against
the former British Indian leader
as she criticised his leadership
over the party’s controversial
Rwanda scheme to deport ille-
gal migrants to the African
nation.
She writes: “The reality is that
we were a united party under
Rishi Sunak. We MPs united to

install him as PM with a coro-
nation...Precisely everything on
Rishi’s agenda was nodded
through: smoking bans, pedi-
cabs, tax rises, Windsor frame-
work and even the misguided
early general election.

“In fact, if only our Rwanda
rebellion had succeeded, we
would have got flights off. But
not enough colleagues joined us,
instead putting ‘unity’ above a
fatally flawed law that failed to
stop the boats — as we predict-
ed” A barrister by profession,
the Goan heritage politician
had led calls for the UK to leave
the European Convention on
Human Rights (ECHR) to make
the Rwanda scheme work,
something the incoming Labour
government has categorically
ruled out as it shelved the
deportation programme.
However, while admitting that
the Tories got things “monu-
mentally wrong” and declared
that the general election defeat
was “predicted, preventable,
deserved and, as yet, unad-
dressed”, she pledged to support
whoever takes charge as a back-
bench MP.

“I wish all the candidates the
best. The survival of our party
depends on the outcome of this
contest. And it is not just about
unity. Pretending that we are
united on the surface when we
are unreconciled on policy won't
work,” she added.

The final list of candidates in the
race to replace Sunak will be
unveiled this week after which
they will kick off their cam-
paigns to sway enough MPs to
vote for them in the first round
of votes ahead of the
Conservative Party conference
at the end of September. After
a whittling down process to the
final two candidates who will
fight it out for the wider Tory
membership vote through
October, the new leader will
take their place as the UK’s
Opposition Leader on
November 2.

Na. E-499218/302

JanasanyogCFANAIEI0-Jul- 26

NOTICE FOR CANCELLATION OF TENDER

Due to insufficient participation of bidders in the e-tender invited
vide NIT No. E-499218/3 dated 11 June 2024, are cancelled
and re-tender is invited. The detailed notice inviting re-tender

is avilable in the website www.assamtenders.gov.in.

e

Date: 27.07.2024

Sa-Mission Director,
Samagra Shiksha Axom
Kahilipara, Guwahati-19

NOTICE INVITING E-TENDER

Mo. E-49921831

PM.

Jansvenyog CFATRIAO0-SUL-2E

The Mission Director, Samagra Shiksha, Assam, invites bids
from reqistered appropriate class of contractor for 8 group of
building works in different schoals as per the detailed notice
inviting tender which can be downloaded from the website

hitps:'www.assamtenders.govin.
The last date of submission of tender is 19-08-2024 upte 2:00

=g

Date : 27.07.2024

Sd/-Mission Director,
Samagra Shiksha Axom
Kahilipara, Guwahati-19

wverliks

Qualification:

field experience.

will be considered.

considered.

APPOINTMENTS

The Punjab state Cooperative Milk Producers' Federation Limited
(Milked Punjab) invites applications/resumes for appointment of 01 post
of Animal Nutrition Officer (ANO), 02 posts of Animal Nutrition
Supervisor and 05 posts of Calf Rearing Programme Supervisor on
contract basis till March 2026 under JICA Project (which could be
extended further as per requirement of the project)

1. For the post of Animal Nutrition Officer:- Veterinary post
graduate/graduate or agriculture post graduate/graduate with relevant

2. For the post of Animal Nutrition Supervisor:- Graduation in
veterinary Sciencelagriculture. However, if such graduates cannot be
found, then candidates with diploma in veterinary sciencefagriculture
if even such candidates are not available then
bachelor's degree in any discipline, having field experience will be

3. For the post of calf Rearing Programme Supervisor:-
graduate. In case person with graduation is not available, then suitable
candidate with Higher Secondary School

Certificate(Class 12) will be considered.

All the requisite details of the posts and process of submitting
"Career Section" of our website
http://www.verka.coop/career/. The last date of receipt of the
resumes/applications is 15.08.2024.

applications are available under

NAS12/24407/2023/36097 Dated CHD :- 7/29/2024

Any

General Manager (QASE)/
Incharge (HR)
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Govt’s debt set to rise
to 3185 Iakh crin FY25

PTI W NEW DELHI

The government estimates
its  debt, including
external borrowing, valued at
current exchange rate and
public account and other
liabilities will increase to Rs
185 lakh crore, or 56.8 per
cent of the GDP, during the
current fiscal year.

The total debt stood at Rs
171.78 lakh crore, or 58.2 per
cent of the gross domestic
product (GDP), at the end of
March 2024, Minister of State
for Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary said in a written
reply to the Lok Sabha on
Monday.

As per the International
Monetary  Fund, World
Economic Outlook, April
2024, Indias Gross Domestic
Product at current prices has
already reached USD 3.57
trillion in 2023-24, he said.
Replying to another question,
Chaudhary said the growth
rate of the private final
consumption  expenditure
(PFCE) at constant prices in

2022-23 and 2023-24 is 6.8
per cent and 4 per cent,
respectively, he said, quoting
provisional GDP estimates for

2023-24 released by the
National Statistical Office.
The growth rate of PFCE at
current prices in 2022-23 and
2023-24 is 14.2 per cent and
8.5 per cent, respectively, he
said, adding that the ratio of
PECE to the GDP at current
prices in 2023-24 is 60.3 per
cent.

In response to another
question, Chaudhary said the
normal net borrowing ceiling
(NBC) of the states for 2021-

22 was fixed at 4 per cent of
gross state domestic product
(GSDP) as recommended by
the 15th Finance
Commission.

Of the normal NBC of 4 per
cent of projected GSDP for

2021-22, the borrowing
ceiling of 0.50 per cent of the
projected GSDP was
earmarked for the
incremental capital
expenditure incurred by

states during 2021-22, for
which, a target for capital
expenditure was fixed for
each state, he said.

In another reply, he said the

Union government under the
head ‘Special Assistance’
under Demands for Grants
‘Transfers to States’ provide
grants-in-aid to states for
spill-over committed
liabilities for which Budget
provision is not made and for
other need-based assistance
to states.

Further, NITI Aayog, in its
report titled ‘Report on
Developmental Support to
the Successor State of Andhra
Pradesh under Andhra
Pradesh Re-organization Act

(APRA), 2014 dated
December 1, 2015, has,
recommended “..A total

assistance of Rs 2,100 crore
for the seven backward
districts of Andhra Pradesh at
the rate of Rs 300 crore per
district.

Based on recommendations
of NITI Aayog, he said the
Department of Expenditure
has released an amount of Rs
1,750 crore so far under the
APRA, 2014 for development
of seven backward districts of
Andhra Pradesh.
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Digitalisation 1n finance paving way
for next-generation banking: RBI Guv

 T—

PTI B MUMBAI

Digitalisation in finance is
paving the way for next-
generation banking and
improving access to financial
services at affordable cost,
said Reserve Bank Governor
Shaktikanta Das on Monday.
In the foreword of the Report
on Currency and Finance
(RCF) for 2023-24, the
Governor also said the
flagship Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) has
revolutionised the retail
payment experience for end-
users, making transactions
faster and more convenient.
In the digital currency arena,
the Reserve Bank is at the
forefront with pilot runs of
the e-rupee, the central bank
digital currency (CBDC).
The digital lending ecosystem
is becoming vibrant with
initiatives such as Open
Credit Enablement Network,
Open Network for Digital
Commerce and the Public
Tech Platform for Frictionless
Credit.

He said fintechs are
collaborating with banks and
non-banking financial

companies (NBFCs) as
lending service providers.
They are also operating
platforms to facilitate digital
credit. BigTechs are backing
payment apps and lending
products as third-party
service providers.
“Digitalisation in finance is
paving the way for next-
generation banking;
improving access to financial
services at affordable costs;
and enhancing the impact of
direct benefit transfers by
effective targeting of
beneficiaries in a cost-
efficient manner,” Das said.
He noted that loans in the

retail segment are being
enabled by online payments
and  innovative  credit
assessment models with
instant disbursements. Also,
e-commerce is being boosted
through embedded finance.

“All these innovations are
making financial markets

more efficient and
integrated,” the Governor
said.

At the same time, Das said
digitalisation also presents
challenges related  to
cybersecurity, data privacy,
data bias, vendor and third-
party risks, and customer
protection.

“Increased inter-
connectedness may lead to
systemic risks. Additionally,
emerging technologies can
introduce complex products
and business models with
risks that users may not fully
understand, including the
proliferation of fraudulent
apps and mis-selling through
dark patterns,” he said.

Das further said digitalisation
may induce human resource
challenges in the financial
sector, necessitating strategic
investments in upskilling and
reskilling.

Taking stock of India’s digital
journey so far, the report
explores emerging
opportunities and challenges,
supported by surveys of key
stakeholders ~and  data
analytics.

It finds empirical support for
a positive role of the
regulatory framework in
increasing the confidence of
consumers in  digital
financial products, boosting
operating and technical
efficiencies of financial
institutions and engendering
more liquid and integrated
financial markets.

India’s power generation capacity rises
to 4.46 GW in 10 years: MoS Power

PTI B NEW DELHI

ndia’s total installed power

generation capacity has
grown around 80 per cent
over the last 10 years to
4,46,190 MW (4.46 GW) in
June 2024, Parliament was
informed on Monday.
The installed capacity, which
was 2,48,554 MW in March
2014, reached 4,46,190 MW
in June, the Union Minister of
State for Power Shripad Naik
said.
In a reply to the Rajya Sabha,
he said the installed capacity
of coal-based power has
increased from 1,39,663 MW
in March 2014 to 2,10,969
MW in June 2024.
While the installed capacity of
renewable sector has
increased from 75,519 MW in
March 2014 to 1,95,013 MW
in June 2024, the minister
added.
The Government of India
proposes to set up an
additional minimum 80 GW
coal-based capacity by 2031-
32, Naik said.
He further said 1,95,181
circuit kilometer (ckm) of
transmission lines, 7,30,794

transformation

MVA  of
capacity and 82,790 MW of
inter-regional capacity have
been added, connecting the
whole country into one grid
running on one frequency

with  the capability of
transferring 1,18,740 MW
from one corner of the
country to another.

“India’s grid has emerged as
one of the largest unified
grids in  the  world.
Connecting  the  whole
country into one grid has
transformed the country into
one unified power market,” he
added.

Now, the  distribution
companies (discoms) can buy
power at cheapest available

rates from any generator in
any corner of the country,

thereby enabling cheaper
electricity tariffs for
consumers.

Besides, 2,927 new

substations have been added,
upgrade of 3,965 existing sub
stations has been carried out
and 8.5 lakh ckms of high
tension and low tension lines
have been added/upgraded,
the MoS said.

As a result of these measures,
the availability of power in
rural areas has increased from
12.5 hours in 2015 to 21.9
hours in 2024, Naik said,
adding that the availability of
power in urban areas is 23.4
hours.

Rupee settles flat at
83.73 against US
dollar in restricted trade

PTI @ MUMBAI

The rupee moved in a
narrow range before
settling  flat at 83.73
(provisional) against US
dollar on Monday as a firm
American  currency in
overseas markets offset the
gains from weak crude oil
prices.

Forex traders said a recovery
in the US dollar and dollar
demand from importers
restricted gains for the
domestic unit.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
unit opened at 83.70 and
touched a low of 83.74 against
the dollar during the trading
session.

It finally settled at 83.73
(provisional) against the
American currency,
unchanged from its previous
close. On Friday, the rupee
recovered from its all-time
low level and appreciated 5
paise to 83.73 against the US
dollar.

“We expect the rupee to trade
with a slight negative bias on
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month-end dollar demand
from importers and oil
marketing companies. A
recovery in the US Dollar
ahead of the Federal Open
Market Committee (FOMC)
meeting this week may also
weigh on the rupee,” said
Anuj Choudhary - Research
Analyst at Sharekhan by BNP
Paribas.

Choudbhary further noted that
“a positive tone in the
domestic markets and fresh
foreign fund inflows may
support the rupee at lower
levels. Investors may remain
cautious ahead of the FOMC,
Bank of England (BoE) and
Bank of Japan (BoJ) meeting
this week.

B' o
f"ﬁ‘,

Sensex, Nifty settle flat after
hitting fresh all-time high levels

PTI W MUMBAI

Benchmark indices Sensex
and Nifty hit intra-day
record high levels before
closing almost flat on
Monday due to profit-taking
in FMCG and IT shares by
cautious investors ahead of
the key US Fed interest rate
decision later this week.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
closed higher by 23.12 points
or 0.03 per cent at 81,355.84 -
- its all time closing high --
with 16 of its components
advancing and 14 ending
lower. The index opened
higher and jumped 575.71
points or 0.70 per cent to hit
a new intra-day record peak
of 81,908.43 in late morning
deals following a decline in
US bond yields.

However, investors preferred
to book profits at record high
levels amid high volatility
dragging the index down.
The NSE Nifty ended
marginally up 1.25 points or
0.01 per cent at an all-time
closing high of 24,836.10.
During the day, it surged
164.9 points or 0.66 per cent

to hit a fresh lifetime peak of
24,999.75.

From the Sensex pack,
Larsen & Toubro, Bajaj
Finserv, Mahindra &
Mahindra, UltraTech
Cement, State Bank of India,
Indusind Bank, Reliance
Industries and Sun Pharma
were among the biggest
gainers.

Bharti Airtel, Titan, ITC,
Kotak Mahindra Bank, Tech
Mahindra and HDFC Bank
were among the laggards.

In Asian markets, Seoul,
Tokyo, Shanghai and Hong
settled in the positive
territory.

European markets were
trading on a mixed note. The
US markets rallied on Friday.
“An ease in the US personal
consumption expenditure to
2.5% and the subsequent
drop in the US 10-year yield
have fuelled optimism that
the Fed might cut rates in
September, leading to a
global rally. However, profit-
booking was triggered in the
domestic  market given
trading in the overbought
territory and closed flat,” said
Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit Financial
Services.

Foreign Institutional
Investors  (FIIs) bought
equities worth Rs 2,546.38
crore on Friday, according to
exchange data. Global oil
benchmark Brent crude
declined 0.31 per cent to
USD 80.88 a barrel.

The BSE benchmark jumped
1,292.92 points or 1.62 per
cent to settle at 81,332.72 on
Friday.

The NSE Nifty surged 428.75
points or 1.76 per cent to
settle at an all-time closing
high of 24,834.85.

Vedanta Nico signs pact for supplying
nickel to US- based AE3|r Technologies

PTI W NEW DELHI

Vedanta Nico, a subsidiary
of Vedanta Ltd, on
Monday said it has entered into
a pact with US-based AEsir
Technologies for the supply of
nickel, a critical component for
next-generation batteries.
Nickel plays an important role
in EV battery technology,
particularly in the cathode,
where it enhances energy
density, power output, and
battery lifespan. Nickel-rich
batteries, such as nickel-zinc
variants, offer fast charging,
reduce reliance on cobalt, and
improve the overall electric
vehicle (EV) value proposition.
The global demand for nickel
in batteries is projected to
reach 500,000 tonnes by 2025
from 150,000 tonnes in 2020
due to the expanding EV
market adoption.

The International Energy

Agency (IEA) forecasts that the
number of electric cars will rise
from over 10 million in 2020 to
145 million by 2030, spurred
by larger battery capacities,

faster charging, and
advancements in reducing
cobalt use.

“Vedanta Nico, India’s primary
nickel producer, has signed a
strategic Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
AEsir Technologies, Inc, a US-
based innovator in advanced

battery technologies,” Vedanta
Nico said in a statement.
Vedanta Nico has now joined
forces to develop and
commercialise cutting-edge
nickel-zinc batteries for critical
infrastructure, 5G telecom,
and electric vehicle chargers, it
said.

“We are thrilled to partner
with AEsir Technologies to
create a game-changing battery
solution for the critical
infrastructure, 5G telecom,
and EV market. Our expertise
in nickel production, coupled
with AEsirs innovative zinc
battery technology, positions
us to deliver a product that
meets the evolving needs of the
industry.

This collaboration aligns with
our vision of contributing to a
sustainable future through
responsible mining and value-
added products,” Vedanta Nico
COO Prashuk Jain said.

STATE EANK OF INDIA

BRANCH OFFICE : HOME LOAN CENTRE, Al / 24, JANAKPURI, NEW DELHI-110058

POSSESSION NOTICE {For Immovable Assets under Rule 8(1)}
Nobice ks hereby given under the Secuntisation and Reconstnuction of Financial Assets & Enforcement of Secunly Interest
Act. 2002 and in exercisa of powers conferred under Saction 13(12) read with Rula 3 of the Security interest (Enforcement)
Rules, 2002, The Bank issued demand nolices on the date mentioned agains! account and amount stated hersinalter calling
wpon them to repay the amount within sixty days from the date of receipt of said nobces. The barmower having faded 1o repay
the amount, notice is hereby given (o the bormowers, guaraniors and the public in general that the undersigned has taken
possession of the property described henein below in exercise of powers conferned on himMher under saction 13(4) of the said
Act read with Rule 8 of the said Rules on the dales menfioned against account and amount below. The borower and
guarantor in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not 1o deal with the property, Any dealing with proparty
will be subject 1o the charge of State Bank of India for the amount and interes! thereon. Details of Properly where
Possession has been takan i as fallow:-

The borrowe:*s attention is invited to provisions of sub section (8) of Section 13 of the Act, in respect of time avallable, to

redoemthesacurndassels.  DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY
Name of the Bamewes  Gaarantar Description of the Mortgaged Property | Aml. 0/'s (s pes Notica U/5.13(2) [hael (37 bt  Datest
BORROWER: Entire Ground Floor withoul Rooff Rs.6,11,887/ 22.05.2024 | 29,07.2024
:: :;ﬁ:;ﬁﬁﬁ:ﬁﬂ- Terrace Rights admeasuring 160 ':Tlduﬂﬁﬂi;ﬁ'g Lﬁmﬁlm‘ﬁﬁ
L ; Thousand Eight Hundred
GUARANTOR: Sq.Mirs. being part of buill up property Eighty Seven Oniy) 25 on
MS.SAKINDERKAUR | Ui on FiotNa. 112, Block H, Vikaspuni,| 53 05 3024 plus interest and
Mew Delhi cwned by Ms. Sakinder| incidental expenses incurmed
KaurWio Late Mr. Bhulla Singh by bank woo.f. 23.05.2004
DATE: 29.07.2024 _ PLACE: NEW DELHI Autharized OMficer, Stats Bask O Indla, Home Loas Cesitre, | A, Delhi
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Report flags employer-employee
expectations mismatch

PTI ® MUMBAI

Around 34 per cent of
organisations in  the
country struggle to find the
right talent and one in three

grapples  with  retaining
existing employees as the gap
between employer

expectations and employee
realities regarding hiring and
retention continues to grow,
according to a report.

Even as employers and job
seekers agree that flexibility,
higher salaries and career
progression are top priorities,
employees value company
culture and ethics more than
the organisations realise while
organisations overvalue the
importance of brand and
incentives, said Michael Page
‘Talent Trends 2024 - India
Expectation Gap’ report.
Coming out of the pandemic,
a convergence of factors
resulted in a subtle but
transformative change in
workplace dynamics, with
people  thinking  more
holistically about the value
their job gives to their lives,

said Nicolas Dumoulin,
Michael Page Senior
Managing Director for India,
Thailand, Philippines, and
Vietnam.

Michael Page ‘Talent Trends
2024 - India Expectation Gap’
report is based on interviews
among 3,087 respondents
across India.

The report further revealed
that, on one hand, companies
struggle to meet salary
expectations, while on the
other hand, they face a
scarcity of applicants with the
required skills who also align
with  the  organisation’s
culture.

Meanwhile, the report found
that most employees are open
to new careers and job roles in
2024 compared to last year
and 94 per cent of
respondents were open to
exploring different roles this
year, according to the report.
Though openness to new
roles has varied slightly across
demographics, this shift has
endured since 2022, during
the great resignation, it
added.

The report also revealed that
41 per cent of respondents in

India would refuse a
promotion to maintain well-
being.

When it came to workplace
discrimination, the report
found that in India 47 per
cent of employees report
workplace  discrimination,
which is higher than the Asia
Pacific average of 31 per cent.
However, 45 per cent of the
Indian  employees  who
experienced discrimination
still face barriers in formally
reporting such incidents, it
added.

“Discrimination remains a
pervasive issue in India’s
workplaces, as highlighted in
our ‘Talent Trends 2024 -
India  Expectation Gap’
report. This has created an
urgent need for
comprehensive diversity,
equity and inclusion (DE&I)
initiatives to address
systematic bias and foster a
more inclusive
environment...,” Michael Page
India Managing Director
Anshul Lodha told.

NTPC DECLARES Q1 FY25 UNAUDITED RESULTS
New Delhi: The country’s largest integrated power utility- NTPC Ltd.,

with a group installed capacity of more
than 76GW, declared unaudited financial
results for Q1 FY25 on July 27, 2024.
NTPC Group generated 3114 Billion
Units in Q1 FY25 as compared to 3104

billion units in Q1 FY24. NTPC’s

standalone gross generation in Q1 FY25
is %98 hillion units as compared to 88

e

billion units in the corresponding previous period.

INTEGRATION OF Al INTO DENTAL EDUCATION

New Delhi: A high-level stakeholders

meeting was held at GGSIPU to integrate

Artificial Intelligence (Al) into dental
education. As per the WHO Global Oral
Health Status report, oral diseases affect 3.5 =
billion individuals globally. To tackle this case |
load, the academic experts feel Al can play a
vital role. The technology enhances

ST

diagnostic accuracy, treatment planning, and patient care in dentistry.

JUNCKERS’ OAK NATURE LAUNCHED

New Delhi: Freddy Svane, the Ambassador at the Royal Danish
Embassy in New Delhi launched “Oak Nature” by Junckers, Europe’s
leading manufacturer of premium solid wood flooring for sports,
residential, and commercial uses. The launching was celebrated the
Junckers’ 25 successful years in India, marking significant growth in
the industry. The launch event, titled “Discover Junckers: A Night of
Art and Design,” was held at the Kiran Nadar Museum of Art (KNMA)
in Saket highlighting Danish craftsmanship in an Indian setting.

LOHIA LAUNCHES ELECTRIC 3-WHEELER MODELS
New Delhi: Lohia, one of India’s largest electric automobile
manufacturers, has announced the launch of new electric three-
wheeler (E3W) models, signalling a renewed focus on this segment.
This strategic move aims to revolutionise the EV market with
innovative, sustainable solutions, offering a wide range of electric
rickshaws and three-wheelers to meet diverse customer needs.

REC DECLARES 1ST INTERIM DIVIDEND 0F 3.50 PER SHARE

New Delhi: The Board of Directors of
REC Limited, today approved the limited
reviewed standalone and consolidated
financial results for the quarter ended

30th June 2024.

INTER-SCHOOL AQUATIC MEET HELD

New Delhi: LPS Global School hosted the Inter-school Aquatic Meet,
Nautica, on July 26, 2024, welcoming 233 participants from 22
prestigious schools across the region. The event, held at LPS Global
School, showcased spirited competition and camaraderie among
young athletes passionate about aquatic sports.
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Manu-Sarabjot duo enters bronze
medal round; Ramita finishes Seventh

PTI m CHATEAUROUX

confident Manu Bhaker
Aplaced herself  in

contention for a second
Olympic medal as she
combined with Sarabjot Singh
to make the bronze playoff in
the 10m air pistol mixed team
event but Ramita Jindal ended
seventh in the 10m air rifle
womens competition here on

Monday.
The 22-year-old Bhaker came
into the mixed team

qualifications after winning a
historic bronze medal in the
10m women’s air pistol event
on Sunday. Bhaker and

Sarabjot finished with a total of
580 to make the medal round
to be held on Tuesday.

The Indians will face Koreans
Oh Ye Jin and Lee Wonho, who
shot 579, in the bronze-medal
match. The other Indian pair
of Rhythm Sangwan and Arjun
Singh Cheema finished 10th
with a score of 576 and failed to
make it to the medal rounds.
Turkiye, = who  equalled
Qualification Olympic Record
with 582, and Serbia (581),
who finished second,
respectively, will contest the
gold-medal match.

Bhaker was sensational with
her 98s in the first two series,

but a 95 in the third set pulled
the team down a bit. However,
the pair did enough to make
the medal round in the end.

Sarabjot, who missed out on
gaining a spot in the finals of
the mens 10m air pistol event
by a whisker, shot 97 in the
second and third, after a 95 in

the first.
RAMITA FACES TOUGH
COMPETITION: Young

Indian shooter Ramita’s score
was 145.3 when she bowed of
the high-quality eight-women
final. She was placed seventh
after 10 shots (104.0), when the
elimination began.

In danger of being eliminated,

a 10.5 pushed Ramita to sixth
place even as Norways Hegg
Jeanette Duestad made an exit.
But the Indian could not save
herself after that.

She was placed fourth at one
point but failed to maintain the
momentum.

In the qualifications on
Sunday, she  performed
exceedingly well to make the
final in the fifth place.

Ramita, the Hangzhou Asian
Games bronze-medallist in the
event, beat World
Championship medallist
Mehuli Ghosh and Tilottama
Sen at the domestic trials to
make it to Paris Games.
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Refugee athletes want more of them to compete
Olympics as migration takes global focus

AP M PARIS

The first time Perina Lokure Nakang
began to run for sport, she ran 9 miles
(14 kilometers) along the road near her
refugee camp in northwestern Kenya.
Now, the 21-year-old South Sudanese
runner is competing in the Paris
Olympics, among many of the 37 athletes
on the Olympic refugee team who are
pushing to see more refugees like her able
to compete in the Games.

“I told myself if I continue running this, it
is going to change my life,” she said. “In the
Olympics, everyone is looking to me to
represent them?”

They are getting support from former
refugee Olympians and UN. High
Commissioner for Refugees Filippo
Grandi, who told The Associated Press in
an interview Sunday that the team is “a
symbol of inclusion, of equality, of
achievement for a large community
around the world of refugees and
displaced people”

The Olympic refugee team was born at the
2016 Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, a
collaboration between the International
Olympic Committee and UNHCR, with
just 10 athletes from four different
countries.

Now, it has expanded to dozens of athletes
that have fled 11 countries - ranging from
Cuba to Afghanistan and South Sudan like
Nakang, who escaped war when she was 7.
The refugee team has spurred hope by
many to recover their dreams that were
lost when they left their lives behind to
start from scratch in a new country. These
athletes have taken center stage in the
Paris Olympics, a competition that has
underscored themes like diversity and
inclusion at a time of historic global
migration.

In Friday’s opening ceremonies, Grandi
was honored with the Olympic laurel for
his support of the Olympic refugee team
and “his dedication to support refugees
recognizing the power of sport.”

“It is a moment in which people that have

i

often lost everything can gain back
dignity, identity and give back to the
communities hosting them,” Grandi told
the AP. “And theyre not the objects of
charity in a way, but are actors and the
active participants in their communities.”

The Olympics are set during a tense time
in France: The country’s far-right party
has made political gains in recent elections
while focusing on anti-immigration
policies.

French and local authorities in Paris also
have come under fire for breaking up
homeless camps largely made up of
migrants from African countries once
colonized by the French, including
Burkina Faso, Guinea, Ivory Coast and
Senegal.

Migrants have been loaded up on buses
and taken out of the city in an effort by
authorities to clean up the streets during
the Olympics.

“We understand the city needs to manage
itself; Grandi said. But especially with
asylum-seekers, finding “solutions that are
humane is very important. And this is a

message that goes far beyond the
Olympics. This is a message that goes far
beyond the French government.”

Still, many current and former refugee
athletes like Yiech Pur Biel see the
platform offered by the Olympics as
crucial in a larger push to humanize
refugees and people fleeing their homes as
nations around the world clamp down on
access to asylum.

Another South Sudanese runner, the 29-
year-old Biel was among the first 10
athletes to compete on the Olympic
refugee team in 2016. Now living in
Nebraska and working with UNHCR, Biel
said he hopes the team can “bring back the
dream of refugees” and “showing what
refugees can do”

With growing representation of refugees
in the Olympics, he said he hopes to
reduce the need for there to be a refugee
team at the Games.

“The team will grow. We don’t want to see
(refugee populations) growing, but no one
can control what is happening in the
world,” Biel said.

Afghan judoka traverses five countries
before realising Paris dream

PTI ® CHATEAUROUX (FRANCE)

For most athletes, a journey
to Olympics under normal
circumstances involves
gruelling training, discipline
and some perseverance but
when the aspirant hails from
war-torn Afghanistan, it ends
up being a 6000km voyage to
safety and sporting
opportunities.

Afghan judoka Sibghatullah
Arab fled Taliban in 2021, took
refuge in five different
countries before settling in
Germany, covering 6000km.
Arab will be representing the
IOC (International Olympic
Committee) refugee team in
the men’s 81kg category at the
Paris Olympics.

He as learned many things
from judo, a sport he came to
love after watching the world
championships on television at
home in the rural north of his
native Afghanistan.

But nothing could prepare him
for what happened in 2021
when, with the Taliban
regaining huge swathes of
territory in and around his
home province of Kunduz, he
fled to Europe.

Arab was merely 19 and had
just broken into the Afghan
judo team at that time.

“When I left Afghanistan,
there were many problems, I
did not know if I would be
alive and if I would arrive,” he
said.

After nine months of travelling
through countries including
Iran, Turkiye, Greece, Bosnia
and Slovenia, he settled in
Germany. The journey full of
risks had an adverse impact on

his health.

“I had many problems on the
way, there was stress, my
health was not good,” he said,
not wanting to go into the
details.

After his lengthy journey, he
first arrived in Kamen, a small
town to the east of Dortmund,
and was placed in a refugee
centre. This proved to be a
turning point in his judo
career. “There was a guy who
told me I can go to a judo club
in Monchengladbach - thats
how I found my coach, who is
from Iran and could speak
Persian with me. He helped me
so much.”

Despite his new surroundings,
Arab regained his strength and
settled into a new routine
under the guidance of Vahid
Sarlak, who is the IOC refugee
team coach in Paris. He is
himself exiled from the
country of his birth -- Iran.
“The first time I came into the
gym in the judo club, I had
more stress and did not see a
way for my future, the now
23-year-old said.

“I did not know what would
happen, if I can continue this
way or not. But after a time, I

found my way and I thought I
can follow it. I am going to the
gym every day now; he added.
The hard work began to pay off
with a seventh-place finish at
the European Open in Madrid
in 2023 offering some
encouragement. Aside from
becoming an Olympian, Arab
says his parents, who are still in
Afghanistan, remain one of his
biggest sources of motivation.
“My family calls me every day,
especially my mother and my
brother, who encourage me to
have a good programme for
eating, sleeping and training.
This is very important because
I will be a member of the
refugee team in Paris. They
give me advice every day,” he
said.

On his selection in the refugee
squad, he added: “When I
heard I will be part of the team,
I was nervous but then I
thought, ‘Now I am
responsible to do more.

“This is an important duty for
me and I am trying to do
everything for myself and my
team. I am ready for the
tournament. All I am thinking
about are my goals and my
time in Paris,” Arab added.

Nemour impresses with her bars routine at Olympics

AP W PARIS
hen Kaylia Nemour
competes alongside
Simone Biles and her

gymnastics rivals at the Paris
Olympics, she feels right at
home. The 17-year-old athlete,
one of the best in the world on
uneven bars, was born in
France. She grew up here, and
still trains here.

She posted the best score on
her favorite apparatus during
Sunday’s  womens  team
qualifications and will be
aiming for the gold medal in
that discipline. Too bad for the
Olympics host country, she
competes for Algeria.

The situation is due to a dispute
between the French gymnastics
federation and Nemour’s club

of Avoine Beaumont, which
has led the gymnast to embrace
her father’s Algerian
nationality.

The long-lasting crisis was
settled after the French
minister for Sport intervened
following an initial refusal from
the federation to release the
gymnast that could have
jeopardized her presence in
Paris.

Nemour’s massive score of
15.600 on Sunday was
unmatched by any of her rivals.
It was the second highest score

overtraining during a time her
body was growing up and
decided to postpone the
moment she would return to
competition, despite  her
surgeon giving a go-ahead.
The long dispute ended last
year as she was finally
authorized to put on an
Algerian leotard. Since she
switched, Nemour has been
on a high-speed ride to
success.

At last years  world
championships, she won a
silver medal on uneven bars,

of the day on any apparatus,
bettered only by Biles’ first vault
score of 15.800. Nemour was
consistent on all four events
and also qualified in fifth place
for the all-around final, where
no French athlete will be

represented.

“I'm in the mix with the best,
and I can improve things, I
have some time left to work,
she said.

The conflict between Nemour -
who holds dual citizenship -

and the French federation
started after Nemour suffered
from a bone and cartilage
condition and had to undergo
surgery on both knees in 2021.
The federation thought her
problems were the result of

the first World medal by a
gymnast representing an
African nation. She is also an
African all-around champion
and has an element named
after her in the Code of
Points.

AP B NANTERRE (FRANCE)

orri Huske touched the wall and
turned to teammate Gretchen
Walsh knowing they each had won an
Both Americans

Olympic medal.

quickly spun their heads around to see

the scoreboard to find out who had

captured gold.

Huske had her elusive Olympic title, by
just .04 seconds over Walsh in the
butterfly on
Sunday night. She edged the world-
record holder swimming to her right,

women’s 100-meter

Huske  said.

coming from behind in a fantastic cap.

finish.

Walsh led at the 50-meter mark and
was under her world-record pace, with

Huske in third.

Huske caught Walsh, something she
couldn't do at the Olympic trials last
month, touching the wall in 55.59
seconds, just ahead of Walsh’s 55.63.

“You never really know for sure and I
first saw the light by the block and
seeing that it was just very surreal, I
didnt even know how to process it

Zhang Yufei won bronze, her second of
the Games after her Chinese team
finished third in the 4x100-meter
freestyle relay Saturday. Zhang was
among the 23 swimmers from China
who tested positive for a banned heart
medication ahead of the Tokyo Games
three years ago but were allowed to

compete.

“It’s
overwhelming when you've been
dreaming of this moment for so long”
Huske lifted her goggles from her eyes
and covered her mouth with her left
hand as Walsh reached over the lane
line with a congratulatory pat on the

This has been a long time coming for
Huske, a Stanford swimmer who has
been working on improving her final

just  very

50

meters
disappointing results. She just missed a
medal at the Tokyo Olympics, placing
fourth with a 55.73.

It has been a great start for Huske in
Paris. She earned a silver in the 4x100-
meter freestyle relay Saturday. On
Sunday, her final followed French star
Leon Marchand’s commanding 400
individual medley victory, which
ignited the home crowd at La Defense
Arena.

“Honestly I don't remember my race
that much. My first 50 felt really good
and then TI've been working on my
second 50 a lot, especially after last
year; Huske said. “T had kind of a weak
finish and I kind of died in my race.
And last Olympics, also, I lost it all in
the last 507

Swimmer Torri edges teammate Walsh
by just .04 seconds in 100 butterfly

following  some

AP B MARSEILLE (FRANCE)

mbattled Canada women’s

soccer coach Bev
Priestman apologized to her
players and pledged to
cooperate with an
investigation into the drone-
spying scandal at the Paris
Olympics.
The team was deducted six
points and Priestman was
banned for a year after two of
her assistants were caught
using drones to spy on New
Zealand's practices before their
opening game Wednesday.
“I am absolutely heartbroken
for the players, and I would
like to apologize from the
bottom of my heart for the
impact this situation has had
on all of them,” Priestman said
in a statement. “As the leader of
the team on the field, I want to
take accountability, and I plan
to fully cooperate with the
investigation”
Canada kept alive its hopes of
advancing despite the sanction
by beating France 2-1 Sunday
after Vanessa Gilles’s winner in

Banned coach Bev heartbroken, apologises
in Canada drone-spymg scandal at Olympics

the 12th minute of added time
in Saint-Etienne. But the win
still left the defending Olympic
champion pointless and in
need of victory against
Colombia in its final Group A
game.

Canada’s players celebrated
wildly after the winning goal -
likely in response to the
pressure the team has felt after
a turbulent first week at the
Games.

Priestman led Canada to the
Olympic title in Tokyo in 2021,
but her reputation has been
marred by the scandal, which
has raised questions about the
practices of the country’s men’s
and women’s soccer teams and
how widespread the issue
could be.

She also apologized to Canada
as a nation, but appeared to try
to defend her legacy.

“This program and team have
allowed this country to reach
the pinnacle of women’s
soccer, and their winning of
the gold medal was earned
through  sheer grit and
determination, despite reports
to the contrary, she said. “I
fought with every ounce of my
being to make this program
better, much of which will
never be known or
understood. I wish I could say
more, but I will refrain at this
time, given the appeals process
and the ongoing investigation”
It has emerged that a
complaint against the women’s
team for filming an opponent’s
training session was made at
the 2022 CONCACAF W
Championship, which served
as a qualification tournament
for last summer’s Women’s
World Cup.

The revelation is part of the
fallout of the drone scandal.

FIFA banned Priestman - who
had already been sent home

from France - and two of her
coaches and imposed a hefty
$226,000 fine on Canada
Soccer.

There was little sympathy from
Germany  coach  Horst
Hrubesch, who said Canada’s
behavior was “stupidity”
Canada was looking into an
appeal, but said they suspected
a “systemic ethical
shortcoming”

Also Sunday, Canada sports
minister Carla Qualtrough
said the government will
withhold funding “relating to
suspended Canada Soccer
officials for the duration of
their FIFA sanction” Drone
surveillance of a closed
practice, she said, “is cheating”
She called the episode a
“significant distraction and
embarrassment”  for  all
Canadians.

Canada Soccer CEO and
general secretary Kevin Blue
said this week he learned of a
possible  drone incident

involving the men’s national
team at the recent Copa
America.

He said it was his
understanding that it did not
have an impact on the
competitive integrity of the
tournament but would not
offer details.

Asked whether men’s coach
Jesse Marsch was aware of
possible drone usage at that
tournament that ended this
month in the United States,
Blue said Marsch was aware
after the fact and has
“denounced it as a practice to
his staff” Canada lost in the
Copa semifinals to Argentina
2-0.

A CONCACAF official
confirmed a complaint at the
2022 W Championship but
offered few details. The United
States defeated Canada in the

tournament final in Mexico,
with both countries earning a
berth in the Women's World
Cup and Olympics.

The Sports Network in Canada
reported other incidents of
surveillance, including at the
Tokyo Games, citing unnamed
sources with knowledge of the
filming.  FIFA  declined
comment when asked by the
AP if the matter would lead to
a wider investigation into
drone spying in soccer.

The case is an embarrassment
for the Canadian federation,
which is teaming with the
United States and Mexico to
host the 2026 men’s World Cup
across North America.
Meanwhile, Canada’s sanctions
are likely heading for the
Court of Arbitration for Sport’s
special Olympic court in Paris.
Canada Soccer and the
Canadian Olympic Committee
said late Saturday that they
planned to appeal the points
deduction, which makes it
difficult, but not impossible for
Canada’s women to advance to
the knockout round.
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Rohil, Kokl among India players

train ahead of ODIS against Sri Lanka

PTI ® COLOMBO

ndia  skipper  Rohit
ISharma, Virat Kohli and a

few other players will start
their training from Monday
ahead of the three-match ODI
series against Sri Lanka
starting August 2.
While the Indian T20I team
under Suryakumar Yadav will

play the third and final match
on Tuesday in Pallekele, Rohit,
Kohli and a few others like
rookie Harshit Rana will train
in Colombo after reaching the
island nation’s capital on
Sunday. Rohit, Kohli and
Kuldeep Yadav will hit the
ground running nearly a
month after they helped India
win the T20 World Cup in the

Americas for the second time.
The ODIs against Sri Lanka
will also mark the return of
Shreyas Iyer into the national
side. It was in late 2023 that
Iyer last played a limited-overs
match for India, against South
Africa in December.

The squad also features Delhi
all-rounder Rana, who was a
member of the IPL-winning

Kolkata Knight Riders team
earlier this year.

These players will train under
India assistant coach
Abhishek Nayar in Colombo.
Each of the three ODIs will be
played at the R Premadasa
Stadium here. While the first
match is on August 2, the
second and third ODIs are on
August 4 and 7 respectively.
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Players will fight tooth and nail to be there:
Dravid on cricket’s Olympic debut at LA 2028

PTI M PARIS

AR ardent supporter of
crickets inclusion in the

Olympics, former India head
coach and batting legend Rahul
Dravid says the “serious
dressing room conversations”
that he has heard indicate that
players are going to “fight tooth
and nail” to be there at the
world’s biggest sporting event.
Dravid was in the French
capital on Sunday to attend a
panel discussion on ‘Cricket at
the Olympics: Dawn of a New
Era, celebrating the sport’s
inclusion in the 2028 Los
Angeles Games, at the recently
inaugurated India House.

“I've already heard a few
conversations in the dressing
room. People are talking about
the 2026 T20 World Cup, there
is an ODI World Cup in 2027,
and you hear people saying
there is the Olympics in 2028,
Dravid, who also caught up on
some tennis action at the
Games before coming for the
event, said during the
discussion.

“People are going to want to
win that gold medal, stand on
the podium, and be a part of
the Games Village, a great
sporting event, and interact
with so many athletes.

“As you get closer, I have no
doubt that teams will be
preparing and checking out
facilities. They will take this
seriously, and players will fight

tooth and nail to be out there,
he added.

The Test great had ICC CEO
Geoff Allardice for company
during the discussion at India
House here.

“You grow up watching the
Olympics, seeing Carl Lewis
winning the gold medal,
watching the great athletes
perform. You always want to be
part of great events like this.
The environment, the energy --
it's a dream come true.”

Dravid hoped that India would
win both the mens and
womens gold medals at the LA
Games.

“The dream for me to have a
fantastic cricket tournament,
hopefully Indian men and
women winning the gold
which would be nice.

“Unfortunately, I won't be able
to play, but I will make every
effort to be in LA in some
capacity or another. If not
anything else, I will try to get a
media job,” joked Dravid, who
ended his tenure as India head
coach after the recent T20
World Cup triumph in the
West Indies.

The men’s and women’s cricket

competitions will run
concurrently at the LA
Olympics.

As far as Allardice is
concerned, he said cricket will
be one of the “star attractions”
in LA four years from now.

“It's quite surreal to be here in
Paris, seeing the energy around
sport and how it’s getting
together. Cricket is starting to
dawn on the global sporting

community.

“I think cricket will be one of
the star attractions in Los
Angeles...When you see global
stars of big sports around the
world competing in one city at
a time -- watching Rafael Nadal
at tennis this afternoon -- and
then if you are in LA, you can
watch the best tennis players,
best golfers, and the best
cricketers.

“We are going to be very, very
strong come 2028, he said.
WOMEN’S CRICKET IS
GOING FORWARD: Dravid
also shared his thoughts on the
growth of womens cricket,
saying it is progressing well and
increasing participation by
young players is making the
sport more inclusive and
attractive.

“Women’s cricket is already
going forward. I don't think it
needs anything else. It’s
fantastic to have it going on
concurrently. Even when you
talk to people at the grassroots
level, to coaches, one of the
things they constantly tell you
is the level of participation
from young girls.

“Every year in every academy,
the percentage is growing
exponentially, sometimes even
more than the boys. Cricket is
becoming a lot more inclusive
and attractive. This could
potentially be a career. You
would not have said that five or
six years ago. That's what we
want to see.”

Clinical India eye series whitewash
against wobbly Lanka in third T20I

PTI M PALLEKELE

There will be no let-up in intensity as
a ruthless India, under the
leadership of new coach Gautam
Gambhir and captain Suryakumar
Yadav, seek to exploit Sri Lanka’s
weaknesses and push for a series
whitewash in the inconsequential third
and final T20I here on Tuesday.

The fate of the series was decided after
India swept aside Sri Lanka in the first
two games, leaving the possibility of an
embarrassing whitewash hanging over
the hosts’ heads.

India secured a seven-wicket victory on
Sunday in a rain-shortened match in
the second T20I, thwarting Sri Lanka’s
charge once again.

Despite the hosts’ flying start, their fight
fizzled out for the second consecutive
game due to subpar batting.

On the same day, the Sri Lankan
women’s team beat tournament-
favourites India in the final for their
maiden Women’s T20 Asia Cup title in
Dambulla but it seemed to have no
impact on the men’s side which
continued to grapple with existing
issues.

Sri Lanka’s embarrassing batting
collapses in the middle overs is the
prime reason of their undoing in this
series so far, while India have gone
about their business like a true world
champion side.

India has proven to be the superior side
by a significant margin, demonstrating
greater confidence in their plans, skills,
and execution, and never faltering
under pressure.

There have been moments when Sri

Lanka have appeared to be running
away with the contest but each time
India has found their way back,
particularly with their incisive bowling,
to keep their upper hand.

The ‘bowlers’ captain’ Suryakumar has
not only marshalled his troops with
precision to make effective bowling
changes, but he has looked to lead from
front with the bat having scored 58 and
26 in the two outings so far.

India have remained aggressive right
from the word go to reap rich benefits,
putting a 200 plus score in the opener.
In the second game, a slight change in
the batting line-up delivered a seven-
wicket win which helped them seal the
series.

It remains to be seen if vice-captain and
opener Shubman Gill is fit in time for

this contest after he missed the second
game due to a stiff neck.

His replacement, Sanju Samson had to
wait for over an hour to face his first
ball due to a rain break and when his
chance arrived, the right-hander
missed one from Maheesh Theekshana
for a golden duck.

Samson and India will be seeking
improved performances from the
batter, who has been a fixture around
the T20I squad for some time,
including serving as a non-playing
member of the World Cup-winning
team.

But at the other end, Yashasvi Jaiswal
has looked to go all-out with his
attacking game to rake up 70 runs in
two outings and he remains one of the
biggest threats for the Lankans.

For the hosts, Pathum Nissanka (111
runs) and Kusal Perera (73) have
provided the fireworks at the top but Sri
Lanka’s middle-overs struggles have led
to their downfall.
India spinner Ravi Bishnoi, who helped
script a win in the second game with
3/26, highlighted Sri Lankan batters
inability to navigate spin bowling in the
series.
“They play spin really well but I do not
know what (has) happened, they are
collapsing in the middle overs,” Bishnoi
said after the second T20L
“They are known as a good spin-batting
team but I think something has gone
wrong,” said Bishnoi, possibly hinting at
the lack of skills and aptitude among Sri
Lankan players generally which has led
to their struggles across formats.
With the ball, Matheesha Pathirana
returned an expensive 4/40 in the
opening game but Sri Lanka will want a
lot more from their bowlers.

TEAMS (FROM):
India: Suryakumar Yadav (c), Shubman
Gill, Yashasvi Jaiswal, Rinku Singh,
Riyan Parag, Rishabh Pant (wk), Sanju
Samson (wk), Hardik Pandya, Shivam
Dube, Axar Patel, Washington Sundar,
Ravi Bishnoi, Arshdeep Singh, Khaleel
Ahmed, Mohammed Siraj.
Sri Lanka: Dinesh Chandimal, Avishka
Fernando, Kusal Mendis (wk), Pathum
Nissanka, Kusal Perera, Charith
Asalanka (c), Wanindu Hasaranga,
Kamindu Mendis, Dasun Shanaka,
Chamindu Wickramasinghe, Binura
Fernando, Asitha Fernando, Dilshan
Madushanka, Matheesha Pathirana,
Maheesh Theekshana, Dunith
Welalage.

Covering 22,000 kms in 2 years, Kerala
cyclist reaches Paris to cheer for Neeraj

PTI M PARIS

India’s star athlete Neeraj
Chopra will have a special
supporter at the Paris
Olympics: a Kerala cyclist
who has travelled all the way
from Calicut, riding more
than 22000 kilometers over
two years.

Fayis Asraf Ali’s arrival in the
French capital was the
culmination of a long journey
on his Surly bicycle that took
him across 30 countries,
beginning on August 15,
2022.

Ali set off with a mission to
cycle from “India to London
to spread peace and unity”.
Having cycled across 17
countries, he stopped in
Budapest  one  August
afternoon last year, when he
came to know that the Tokyo
Olympics gold medallist was
staying across the street.

The ace javelin thrower was
with the athletics contingent
for the World Championships
in which claimed another
historic win.

A few hurried calls to a
“known Kerala coach” led to a
“dream meeting” with his
sporting idol.

“I got a few minutes to talk to
the Indian athletes and Neeraj
told me since ‘you are going
to London why don't you
come to Paris for the
Olympicsy Ali told PTI

during an interaction after
ending his journey at India
House here on Sunday.
“I thought it would be a
wonderful opportunity to see
him again in Paris so I altered
my plan a bit and procured
the required visa and cycled
to the UK before ending my
journey here.
“I am so excited to meet him
again. I've requested PT Usha
maam (IOA chief). 'm here
to see him create history
again. We will cheer for him
(on August 8),” he added.
He carries four pairs of
clothes, a tent, a sleeping bag
and a mat that takes the total
weight of the cycle to 50kgs.
“I never stay in a hotel and
get some sponsors on the way
and that’s it. In between twice,
I flew to Kerala to arrange
visas. “Visa is all you need to
cross the border, a cyclist does
not need any other
documentation,” he added.
Is he not tired or facing any
health issues?
“No, never. The love of the
people and the warm
reception I get everywhere
keeps me going. I'm here and
so excited, added Ali, who
was greeted by star cricketers
Chris Gayle, Harbhajan Singh
and Suresh Raina while he
was in the UK.
An engineer by profession,
Ali was into his fourth year in
Saudi Arabia when his father

was diagnosed with a heart
ailment in 2015. His father
died in 2018.

Being the only son, he had to
return to India to look after
his father. He had quit his job
and was back home in
Calicut. His wife is a medical
professional and he has two
sons.

He also has a thyroid issue
that makes him put on
weight.

“Those three years made me
realise that health is the most
important thing in life, not
money. One fine morning I
saw a couple of cyclists
touring and thought of
starting riding;” he recalled.
He first bought a Rs 13K
bicycle to get used to riding
and then chalked out plans for
his maiden solo ride: Calicut
to Singapore. Then he
upgraded it to a Rs 1 lakh
cycle, especially designed for
long trips. For the trip to Paris,
he had to buy a more advanced
bicycle, costing Rs 2.5 lakh. He
set out on his first trip on
August 7, 2019 and reached
Singapore on November 21,
clocking 8000kms across
seven countries.

“Rotary arranged my trip and
I got a few sponsors. But my
biggest supporter was my wife
who took care of both my kids
and the family. So I just had to
embark on my journey, he
said.

India’s tennis campaign at Olympics ends

PTI W PARIS

India’s tennis campaign at the
Paris Olympics lasted just
one day as Sumit Nagal and the
mens doubles pair of Rohan
Bopanna and N Sriram Balaji
bowed out after losing their
respective opening matches to
French  challengers, here
Sunday.

Nagal was first to take court,
but his strong baseline game
didn’t seem to be enough
against mercurial Corentin
Moutet, who earned a stylish
three-set win.

In his second appearance at the
Olympic ~ Games, Nagal
bounced back after losing the
first set but fell 2-6 6-4 5-7 in
two hours and 28 minutes at a
packed court seven at the
Roland Garros.

In the Tokyo Games, Nagal
had lost in the second round to
Russian Daniil Medvedev but
could not make the most of a
manageable opener today. He
was up 2-0 in the decider with
an early break but allowed
Moutet to claw his way back
and win.

Later in the day, Bopanna and

Balaji went down fighting 5-7
2-6 against Edouard Roger-
Vasselin and Gael Monfils,
who replaced injured Fabien
Reboul in the home team at the
last minute.

India have won only one
Olympic medal in tennis,
when Leander Paes bagged a
bronze in the 1996 Atlanata
Games.

Monfils’ big-hitting helped the
home team that was egged on
by the partisan crowd.

It was probably the last time
Bopanna represented India in
a multi-sport event. The 44-
year-old has already
announced his retirement
from Davis Cup.

The doubles match featured
several fiery baseline
exchanges between Bopanna
and both the French players.
The French ploy of engaging
Bopanna in long rallies from
the back took Balaji out of the
picture on many points, and it
largely denied the debutant
opportunity of a quick finish at
the net.

The Indians dropped serve
first when Bopanna went
down 0-40 in game six

following a long rally that
ended with Indian team’s
unforced error.

Bopanna and Balaji though got
the break back in the next
game on Roger-Vasselin’s
serve. Down by a breakpoint,
Monfils could not put away a
volley.

The match was back on serve.
Eventually, Balaji came out to
serve at 5-6 to stay in the set.
Feeling the mnerves, he
struggled to put first serves in
and committed a double fault
to get to 15-30. A long rally
ensued, which ended in home
team’s favour. At second set
point, Bopanna netted a
backhand volley.

Balaji could not hold serve in
the second set, as Bopanna too
stuggled to cope with the
powerful strokes of the French
players.

The match ended with Indian
team’s unforced error.

It has always been a battle of
attrition between Nagal and
Moutet with three of their last
four outings being three-set
affairs and it was no different
today.

Nagal had got the better of

Moutet in their last meeting in
Grand Prix of Hassan in the
Moroccan city of Marakkech
in April this year.

Nagal didn't seem to have a
plan B but Moutet had a few
tricks in his bag to unsettle his
rival. He served underarm a
number of times and used the
drop shots, the forehand slice
and the backhand slice very
effectively.

The chants of Coco-Coco,
Aaale-Aaale and Moutet-
Moutet certainly gave the
home player the energy
required in such a slugfest.
Nagal had a nervy start with a
boisterous  crowd  behind
Moutet. A drop volley error at
30-all put him down by a break
point. Another unforced error
cost him the opening game.
The French player began with

an underarm serve, much to
the amusement of the home
fans. He, however, ended up
serving a double fault. It was an
easy hold for the southpaw
even as Nagal also bounced
back with a hold at love.

Nagal said he was expecting
underarm serves from him but
obviously didn’t appreciate
that.

Moutet struggled a bit with his
first serve but fed Nagal a lot of
high balls and attacked his
backhand more to build on the
break.

Nagal had his chances to get
the break back in game four
but squandered four
breakpoints.

He was down by another break
point in game five but saved
and held when Moutet just
missed the line with his return.
The crowd favourite again
amused the gathered
supporters at court seven as he
crossed over the court to check
the spot if the ball landed
inside the line.

It was crucial for Nagal to hold
serve after falling behind 2-4
but he erred on overhead
volley at breakpoint.

in single day

Moutet pocketed the opening
set when Nagala forehand
return  soared over the
baseline.

The second set was not a one-
way traffic with Nagal finding
his rhythm. The free points
were not given. The set
remained in serve till game
five.

After playing two deuce points,
Moutet again served
underarm, and this time he got
the point as Nagal netted the
return. Nagal was furious but
the crowd loved the moment.
Nagal finally had his first break
of the match when Moutet’s
dropped shot crashed into the
net.

Before that on the second
break point, when he netted
the return, Nagal had banged
his racquet on the court, letting
go of the frustration. However,
he gathered himself with the
crucial break. The crowd stood
and began singing the national
anthem to egg on their
favourite.

Nagal though, consolidated the
lead with a hold and levelled
the match by breaking his rival
in game eight when Moutet

netted a volley return.

The French player yet again
resorted to giving high balls
and drop shots to Nagal to
break the momentum, and
almost succeeded, but Nagal
too stuck to his guns, avoiding
an early break.

He then broke Moutet when he
double faulted while facing his

fourth break point.
Leading 2-0 in the decider,
Nagal had a  perfect

opportunity to run away with
the match but found himself
down 0-40. He saved the first
breakpoint but a drive volley
error from him meant that the
set was back on serve.

Serving at 5-5, Nagal began by
netting a forehand, and Moutet
found a stunning forehand
slice passing-winner on the
run. Another forehand error
put Nagal down by three break
points. He lost fourth pointin a
row when he could not pick up
a half volley. It was not difficult
from there for Moutet to close
the match.

He will play either Australian
world number six Alex di
Minaur or Germany’s Jan-
Lenard Struff next.
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