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The security forces have
been kept in a state of high

alert ahead of the visit of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to attend the 25th
Kargil Vijay Diwas on Friday
in Drass. This will be the PM’s
first visit to the region after
recent spate of terror attacks
and also a few high-level
review meetings in this regard
held in the national Capital
with two of them chaired by
Modi himself.  
Army Chief General Upendra
Dwivedi who landed in
Srinagar early Thursday
morning visited forward areas
along the Line of Control in
Kashmir valley to review the
preparedness of the forces
involved in counter-
infiltration and counter-
terror operations.
The Army Chief later flew to
Kargil to supervise the
arrangements. Vital security
installations were also kept on
high-alert along the Jammu-
Pathankot National Highway
following the sighting of
seven suspected terrorists in a
village of the Pathankot
district of the neighbouring
State, Punjab.
Several schools at Army
installations in the Jammu
region and along the highway

were directed to remain
closed till July 29 as a
precautionary measure.
Massive search operations
were also launched by the
Army, police, and
paramilitary forces in the
border areas of Kathua

(Jammu) and Pathankot to
track down the suspects.
During his brief stay, the
Prime Minister will also carry
out the first blast of the
Shinkun La Tunnel Project,
virtually. 
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At least three people were
electrocuted  in Pune and

three others feared trapped
under the debris of three
collapsed villas in a hill slide at
Lavasa, even as the heavy rains
wreaked havoc in Pune,
Mumbai and various parts of
Maharashtra, prompting the
Maharashtra Government to
seek the assistance of the Army
and Navy to deal with the
monsoon-related incidents.   
Many parts of Pune lay thick
sheets of water as the heavy
rains ravaged the city since
Wednesday night, while
intense rains battered
Mumbai, Thane, Palghar and
other surrounding areas
resulting in heavy flooding in
low-lying areas and
disruption in train and flight
operations.  As a
precautionary measure, the
authorities declared holidays
for schools and colleges in
Pune, Mumbai and Thane.   
Three mobile snacks stall
owners were electrocuted
when they tried to move their
handcarts to safety through
the flood waters near Z bridge
at around 3.30 am in Pune,
while three others were feared
trapped nearby Lavasa city
after a hill-slide buried three
villas. 
A Nepali boy Shiv Jidbahadur
Pariyar (18) was among three
persons killed in Pune, while
two others killed in an
electrocution incident were
identified Akash Mane (21)
and Abhishek Ghanekar (25).
The State’s cultural, academic

and IT capital has been
clobbered by torrential rain
since last night leaving a trail
of destruction, paralysing
normal life as the district
administration ordered all
educational institutions to
remain shut for the day.
Several parts of Pune,
neighbouring twin towns of
Pimpri and Chinchwad and
dams around Pune  have
recorded very high rainfall.
Since the midnight
Wednesday-Thursday, heavy
rainfall was recorded in
Lavasa (454 mm), Lonavala
(323 mm), Nimgiri (233
mm), Malin (181 mm),
Chinchwad (175 mm),
Talegaon and Khadakwasla
(168 mm) and Lavale (167
mm). Pune received an
average rainfall of 115 mm.
After taking stock of the

situation arising out of heavy
rains in Pune, Mumbai
Raigad, Thane and other
parts of the State,
Maharashtra chief Minister
Eknath Shinde said, “The
units of NDRF, SDRF, Army,
Navy, Police, Fire Brigade,
Health System have been
directed to coordinate with
each other and lend help.”
“These agencies need to work
as a team and shift the flood
affected people safely, provide
them with food packets,
arrange medicines and water.
Instructions have been given
to take the help of NDRF,
Army, and Navy,” Shinde said.
“Around 40,000 cusecs was
discharged from the
Khadakwasla Dam,” Minister
of State for Civil Aviation
Murlidhar Mohol who is an
MP from Pune, said.

“There is also heavy rain in
Mumbai city and suburbs.
The administration is fully
alert to deal with any calamity
in Mumbai and I am in touch
with Pune, Raigad, Mumbai
Collectors and Municipal
Commissioners,” Shinde said.
Deputy Chief Minister Ajit
Pawar also coordinated with
authorities in rushing help to
the people affected by rains in
Pune and various parts of the
State.
On a day when scores of trees
were uprooted and two-
wheelers and four-wheelers
remained stranded in flood
waters, personnel from
various agencies deployed to
ferry the people in the
marooned areas of Pune.
More than 500 people were
evacuated  from the low-lying
areas during the day.
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With a lot of
complications due to

the breakaway factions of two
important constituents —
NCP and Shiv Sena — in
Maharashtra, the Central
leadership of BJP, including
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, has personally started
taking stock of the situation.
The State is to go to Assembly
elections soon.
A day after Deputy Chief
Minister Ajit Pawar
demanded nearly 90 seats for
the NCP faction led by him
during his meeting with
Home Minister Amit Shah,
the PM on Thursday met MPs
of NDA allies in Maharashtra
and discussed the political
situation ahead of the
upcoming Assembly polls in
the state. Among those whom
the Prime Minister met
included Union Ministers
Nitin Gadkari, Piyush Goyal,
and others.
The BJP won just nine of the
28 seats it contested in the
Lok Sabha polls, down from
23 it won in 2019. Besides the
loss of Lok Sabha seats, BJP’s
vote percentage decline in the
State this elections has caused
a huge worry. In 2024, BJP got
27.84 per cent votes which
has been reduced to 26.1 per
cent this time. 
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Rain-ravaged Maharashtra seeks Army, Navy help
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The legislative power to tax
mineral rights vests with

the States and the royalty paid
on minerals is not a tax, the
Supreme Court ruled on
Thursday in a landmark
judgement which will give a
huge revenue boost to
mineral-rich States.
A nine-judge constitution
bench headed by Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud, in
a majority 8:1 verdict, said
Parliament does not have the
legislative competence to tax
mineral rights under Entry
54 of List I of the
Constitution which pertains
to regulation of mines and
mineral development by the
Centre.
The pronouncement, which
came as a setback to the
Centre, however, said

Parliament can still legislate
to impose “any limitations”
on States’ power to levy tax
on mineral rights.
It referred to the term “any
limitations” under Entry 50
of List II and said its scope is
wide enough to include
imposition of “restrictions,
conditions, principles, as well
as a prohibition”.
Entry 50 of List II pertains to
taxes on mineral rights
subject to any limitations
imposed by Parliament by
law relating to mineral
development.
Justice B V Nagarathna, in
her dissenting verdict, said
royalty is in the nature of a tax
or an exaction and the Centre
does have the power to levy it.
After the bench pronounced
its verdict, the counsel
appearing for various States
urged it to decide on recovery
of taxes worth thousands of
crores of rupees levied by the
Centre on mines and
minerals till now.
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Delhi Metro, often referred
to as the city’s lifeline, has

become a hotspot for “reelers”
and “Instagrammers” using
the trains as backdrops for
their social media content.
This trend has not only
caused discomfort among
fellow passengers but has also
led to a significant increase in
prosecutions for creating
nuisances. 
Between April and June, over
1,600 commuters were
booked for making reels and
other disruptive activities on
metro premises, marking a
three per cent rise from the
same period last year.
Be it two girls indulging in
obscene activities in the
metro of making videos while
putting colours on eah other
or a girl dancing to a
Bollywood song and shooting
it with people visibly

uncomfortable around, the
Delhi Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC) has taken a strict
approach to curb such
nuisance from happening in
the metros.
According to the data, 1,647
penalties were issued for
creating nuisance in three
months under Section 59 of
the Metro Railways

(Operations and
Maintenance) Act. The
corresponding number for
the same period last year was
1,600.
A senior DMRC official on
Thursday said creating
nuisance may also include
offences such as sitting on the
floor of the train and eating
inside the train, among
others.
The DMRC issued 610, 518
and 519 penalties in April,
May and June, respectively
while the corresponding
numbers for the previous year
were 528, 485 and 587, the
data showed.
DMRC Managing Director
Vikas Kumar said they
penalised people for creating
nuisance in the metro area.
“We use our machinery so
that such kind of incidents
should not happen on the
metro premises. 
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The Centre on Thursday hit
out at Opposition leaders,

contending that they had
resorted to abusing Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
during the debate on the
Union Budget in Parliament
instead of speaking on the
finer aspects of the document.
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju said the
manner in which some
Opposition leaders made
their speeches amounted to
insulting the House and
lowering the dignity of the
Budget Session. “Let us
respect the mandate of the
people. They have given the
mandate to Prime Minister

Modi for the third
consecutive term. If anybody
tries to insult the verdict of
the people, they will be
punished in the elections,”
Rijiju said at a Press
conference.
His remarks came a day after
the Opposition claimed the
Union Budget was
“discriminatory” against non-
NDA-ruled States and
accused the Prime Minister of
running a “shaky and
vulnerable” coalition
Government.
During the general discussion
on the budget for 2024-25 in
the Lok Sabha on Wednesday,
various Opposition members
accused the government of
doling out sops to key allies
JD(U) and TDP, which rule
Bihar and Andhra Pradesh
respectively, to ensure that the
government faces no hurdles
from its coalition partners.
Rijiju said elections were over
and now the focus should be
to work towards a developed
India (Viksit Bharat) and hold
constructive discussion on
the Union Budget. “The
Prime Minister has said that
elections were over and now
was the time to rise above
political lines and work
together for the nation,” Rijiju
said.
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With a series  of
controversies related to

the UPSC and the exams
conducted by it including the
topmost Civil Services
Examinations, the
commission is now
preparing to enhance its
examination security
measures by incorporating
advanced technological
solutions such as Aadhaar-
based fingerprint
authentication, facial
recognition systems, and AI-
driven closed-circuit
television (CCTV)
surveillance, several media
outlets reported.
This overhaul, intended to
maintain the integrity of
UPSC exams, follows
widespread allegations of
cheating in certain national
level exams like the recent
NEET.  The commission has
proposed a real-time
attendance monitoring
system that includes GPS
coordinates to confirm that
enrolment occurs within the
designated shift.
The UPSC specifies that the
QR code on the Admit Card,
which includes the
candidate’s roll number,
should be scanned to
automatically retrieve the
candidate’s information from

the Application Database. If
the QR code cannot be
scanned, the candidate’s roll
number must be entered
manually from the Admit
Card.
The UPSC also plans to
implement CCTV/video
surveillance with recording
and live broadcast
capabilities to monitor the
activities of candidates and
exam personnel across
various centres and venues
nationwide. 
The service provider will be
required to install an
adequate number of CCTV
colour cameras in every
classroom, ensuring at least
one camera for every 24
candidates. Cameras will also
be placed at the entry and
exit gates and in control
rooms where sensitive pre

and post-examination
materials are handled.
Additionally, the service
provider must arrange for
remote live viewing of the
CCTV footage at the UPSC’s
control room, ensuring real-
time monitoring and
enhancing overall security
during the examinations.
The UPSC has sought bids
from public sector
undertakings (PSUs) to
revamp its examination
process. This move also
follows a controversy
involving trainee IAS officer
Puja Khedkar, who is alleged
to have forged documents to
appear for the CSE 12 times,
exceeding the allowed
number of attempts. The
UPSC has filed a criminal
case against Khedkar.
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Ayear after renaming the
famous Mughal Gardens

as “Amrit Udyan” on the
premises of Rashtrapati
Bhawan,  efforts continue to
align the iconic building with
India’s status as a Republic
and underscore democratic
principles deeply ingrained in
Indian society since ancient
times. On Thursday, ‘Durbar
Hall’ and ‘Ashok Hall’, two
historic halls of this historic
residence and workplace of
the President, have been
rechristened as ‘Ganatantra
Mandap’ and ‘Ashok Mandap’
respectively.
“Rashtrapati Bhavan, the
office and the residence of the
President of India, is a symbol
of the nation, and an
invaluable heritage of the
people. Continuous efforts are
being made to make it more
accessible to people. There

has been a consistent
endeavour to make the
ambience of the Rashtrapati
Bhavan reflective of the
Indian cultural values and
ethos,” a statement issued by
the President’s Secretariat
said.
Accordingly, President
Droupadi Murmu is pleased
to rename two of the
important halls of Rashtrapati

Bhavan — ‘Durbar Hall’ and
‘Ashok Hall’ — as ‘Ganatantra
Mandap’ and ‘Ashok Mandap’,
respectively, it said on a day
Murmu completed two years
of her presidency.
“Renaming ‘Ashok Hall’ as
‘Ashok Mandap’ brings
uniformity in language and
removes the traces of
anglicisation while upholding
the key values associated with

the word ‘Ashok’,” it added.
‘Durbar Hall’, located under
the central dome of
Rashtrapati Bhavan, is the
venue of important
ceremonies and celebrations
such as the presentation of
national awards. “The term
‘Durbar’ refers to courts and
assemblies of Indian rulers
and the British. 

Dhaka takes umbrage at Didi
remark, complains to India
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The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) on

Thursday confirmed receiving
a note from Dhaka that
conveyed its objection to West
Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee’s remarks
offering shelter to people
affected by violent-clashes in
that country. Bangladesh
Foreign Minister Hasan
Mahmud has earlier objected
to Mamata’s recent remark of
offering “shelter” to people
from Bangladesh amid
ongoing protests in the
country.
External Affairs Ministry
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal,
appearing to disapprove of
Mamata’s comments, said
matters that bring “the Union
into relation with any foreign
country, are the sole
prerogative” of the Central
Government.
In an address at a public event
in Kolkata, Mamata, referring
to violence-hit Bangladesh,
said she would keep the doors
of West Bengal open for
people in distress from the
neighbouring country and
offer them shelter.
There were reports in the
Bangladeshi media that said
Dhaka has communicated to

New Delhi through diplomatic
channels its displeasure over
the West Bengal Chief
Minister’s comments.
“I can confirm that we have
received such a
communication from the
Bangladesh side. It is
essentially on the lines
described in the reports,”
Jaiswal said during his weekly
media briefing while replying
to a question.
“I would underline that under
the Seventh schedule — List
one — Union List — item 10
of our Constitution, the
conduct of foreign affairs and
all matters which bring the
Union into relation with any
foreign country, are the sole
prerogative of the Union
Government,” he said.
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Reel makers face DMRC heat 
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Ahead of the Assembly elec-
tions, Haryana Chief

Minister Nayab Singh Saini
announced significant decisions
on Thursday to enhance the
powers of Councillors within
Municipal Corporations,
Municipal Councils and
Municipal Committees.

Besides, he also announced
the introduction of a meeting
allowance for these representa-
tives. The Chief Minister said
that until Ward Committees are
formally established, the
Councillors of the respective
wards will be granted full author-
ity to ensure the acceleration of
development work within their
wards.  In addition, if a Secretary
is not appointed to the Ward
Committee or is absent from a
meeting for any reason, the
councillor will have the author-
ity to provide a remuneration of
Rs. 1000 per meeting to a grad-
uate for preparing the meeting's
proceedings. Councillors will
also receive a meeting allowance
for serving as chairpersons at
each quarterly meeting of the
ward committee.

Saini made these announce-
ments while addressing public
representatives from across the
state at the state-level conference
of urban local bodies in Hisar.
On this occasion, the Chief

Minister also announced the
formation of a committee led by
the Minister of State for Urban
Local Bodies Subhash Sudha, to
increase the honorarium for
Municipal Body representatives.
This committee will soon present
its report after consulting with all
stakeholders.

He announced that council-
lors of Nagar Palikas will now
receive a meeting allowance of Rs.
1600 for attending quarterly
meetings. Similarly, councillors of
Nagar Parishads will receive Rs.
2400, and councillors of Nagar
Nigams will receive Rs. 3000.
Additionally, for organizing
events on August 15 and January
26, councillors of Nagar Nigams,
Nagar Parishads, and Nagar
Palikas will be granted amounts
of Rs. 30,000, Rs. 20,000, and Rs.
10,000 respectively when the
Chief Minister or Union Minister
attends the program.

Saini said that all municipal
councillors will monitor various
tasks within their respective
wards. These tasks include bud-
geting for development works
and any change, managing clean-
liness, land development or CLU
and zoning plan work, main-
taining playgrounds, roads, and
street lights, monitoring health
center activities, ensuring water
supply, managing education and
health services, and arranging
basic services for the urban poor.
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In support of their pending
demands, the Government

doctors in Haryana went on an
indefinite strike on Thursday,
adversely affecting medical ser-
vices in state-run hospitals. The
Strike was called by the Haryana
Civil Medical Services
Association. The doctors'
demands include the formation
of a specialist cadre for them
and a career progression scheme
that ensures parity with their
central government peers. The
association called for a shut-
down of health services in the
government hospitals as a mark
of protest.

Following the protest,
patients were seen in long
queues outside OPDs in various
hospitals of the State and they
complained that they were
being treated by interns or
retired doctors. To resolve the
issue, government representa-
tives are holding talks with the

doctors' body which began on
Thursday afternoon.

A day ahead of the strike
call, the State Government had
urged the doctors' association to
consider the impact of the strike
on the patients. "Doctors of var-
ious government health insti-
tutions have proceeded on an
indefinite strike across the state,"
Association President Dr Rajesh
Khyalia said while talking to
reporters.  The institutions
include civil hospitals, sub-dis-
trict hospitals, community and
primary health centers, he said.
Khyalia said that OPD, emer-
gency and post-mortem exam-
inations have also been impact-
ed. Nearly 3,000 doctors across
the state were expected to take
part in the strike before it
began.

On Wednesday, four asso-
ciation members, including
Khyalia, had also started an
indefinite hunger strike in front
of the office of the Health
Services director general in

Panchkula. The other demands
of the doctors include no direct
recruitment of senior medical
officers and a reduction in the
bond amount for postgraduate
courses. On the government's
invitation for talks on Thursday,
Khyalia said, "We will attend the
meeting but if there is no out-
come, then our strike will con-
tinue indefinitely."

Long queues of patients
were seen in outpatient depart-
ments (OPDs) of district hos-
pitals at many places, including
Panipat, Gurugram, Bhiwani
and Hisar. The patients said they
were told that the doctors were
on strike. At a few other places,
some patients in OPDs said they
were attended to by doctors
undergoing postgraduate train-
ing, retired doctors or those
doing internship. However, the
health officials said alternate
arrangements had been made so
that not much inconvenience is
caused to the patients. "Over the
past several months, we have

been given repeated assurances
pertaining to our various
demands but those remain
unfulfilled. So, we have decid-
ed to observe a total shutdown
of health services, including
OPD, emergency and post-
mortem from Thursday,"
Khyalia had said on Wednesday.

On July 15, the government
doctors observed a two-hour
strike to press for their
demands. The strike had affect-
ed OPD services in government
health care institutions across
the state. According to the
association, the doctors have to
submit two bonds of Rs 1 crore
each for admission to post-
graduate courses. It demands
that the amount should be
considerably reduced. On the
direct recruitment of senior
medical officers, the association
has said it will block the growth
of hundreds of medical officers
awaiting promotion to the post
after completion of 20 years of
service.
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The Himachal Pradesh
Cabinet on Thursday rec-

ommended the governor to con-
vene the Monsoon Session of the
state assembly from August 27 to
September 9 at Shimla. It also
decided to close 99 government
schools with zero enrolments.

In its meeting held here on
Thursday under the chairman-
ship of Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu, the

Cabinet recommended conven-
ing the Monsoon Session with 10
sittings from August 27, a state-
ment issued here said. The
Cabinet also decided to close 89
government primary schools
(GPS) and 10 government mid-
dle schools (GMS) with zero
enrolments and approved the
merger of GPS and GMS with
five or less students within two
and three kilometre radius.

There are 287 GPS with less
than five students located with-
in a radius of two kilometres
while the number of such GMS
in three-kilometer radius was 46.
The enrolments in government
primary schools had dropped
from 1,30,466 in 2002-2003 to
49,295 in 2023-24. Moreover, the
Cabinet mandated that all
schools hold a morning assem-
bly with the national anthem and
high and senior secondary
schools unfurl the national flag
daily and conduct physical edu-
cation classes daily and make it
compulsory.

The Cabinet also decided to
create a Police District Dehra
and a Public Works Department
Circle at Dehra, the assembly
constituency Kamlesh Thakur,
the wife of CM Sukhu, who had
recently won the assembly
by-election.
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Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on

Thursday announced that his
government will boycott the
NITI Aayog meeting called by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on July 27 in New Delhi. The
dramatic decision, aimed
squarely at the heart of the
Central Government, comes in
response to what Mann decried
as a blatant disregard for
Punjab’s significant contribu-
tions to the nation, dubbing the
Union Budget of being a “Kursi
Bachao Budget” that sidelines
non-BJP ruled states.

In solidarity with the INDI
Alliance (INDIA), the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP)-led State
Government joined the boycott
of NITI Aayog meeting. The
decision aligned with the stance
taken by other non-NDA
states, including Himachal
Pradesh, Telangana, Karnataka,
and Tamil Nadu. These states
have also expressed similar
grievances regarding the Union
Budget's perceived neglect of
non-BJP-ruled states.

The boycott follows
announcements by Congress
and DMK to also abstain from
the meeting. The INDI Alliance
has collectively criticized the
central budget for ignoring the
needs of states not governed by
the NDA.

Up until the Chief
Minister’s announcement on
Thursday, preparations for the
NITI Aayog meeting were
underway in the Chief
Minister’s office, including
drafting Mann’s speech. The
Chief Minister had planned to
address the Central
Government regarding the out-
standing Rs 10,000 crore,
emphasizing the need for funds

allocated to rural development
and mandi development funds.

Justifying his decision,
Mann criticized the Union
Budget for failing to give
Punjab “special” preference
despite its significant contri-
butions to the nation. “If
Jammu and Kashmir and
Himachal Pradesh receive spe-
cial status, why can't Punjab?
We are also a landlocked state,”
he asserted.

Mann, interacting with
media in Jalandhar on
Thursday, expressed deep dis-
appointment with the Union
Budget, accusing the Central
Government of political
vendetta against non-BJP ruled
states, including Punjab. Mann
highlighted that despite
Punjab's significant contribu-
tions to the nation's food secu-
rity and economy, the state was
conspicuously ignored in the
recent budget allocations.

“The Union Budget has
failed to allocate necessary
funds to Punjab, which is a
main and major grain-pro-
ducing state. The Finance
Minister’s announcement of
providing ration to 80 crore
people did not mention Punjab,
which is an outright neglect of
our farmers’ contributions,”
said Mann.

Emphasizing Punjab's piv-
otal role in the nation's securi-
ty and economy, Mann said:
“With a 532-kilometer inter-
national border, Punjab has
always been at the forefront of
national interest.” He recalled
his efforts to waive off Rs 7.5
crore charge imposed by the
Union Government for sending
military forces during the
Dinanagar and Pathankot
attacks, highlighting the finan-
cial burdens placed on the
State.

Mann assured that his gov-

ernment would seek alternative
financial resources to make
Punjab economically viable
and demanded a special status
for the State. He underlined
Punjab's historical contribu-
tions to the freedom struggle
and its vital role as the food
bowl of India, arguing that
these contributions warrant
better treatment from the cen-
tral government.

The Chief Minister criti-
cized the central government
for withholding Rs 10,000 crore
from Punjab, including crucial
funds for rural development
and mandi development.
“What's the need to attend
such meetings if our demands
won't be met? The word
‘Punjab’ wasn't even mentioned
in the budget. We contribute 47
percent to the nation's food
bowl, and the ration distributed
by the Centre comes from
Punjab,” Mann said. He also
pointed out that while other
states' police forces primarily
serve their states, 30 percent of
Punjab’s police work to protect
the nation’s borders.

Questioning the Centre's
approach, Mann asked if it
intends to govern with just two
states while sidelining those
where they don’t secure elec-
toral victories. “Will the Centre
run the government with just
two states and ignore the oth-
ers?” he queried, underscoring
the perceived political vendet-
ta against non-BJP ruled states.

He also expressed frustra-
tion with the Governor’s fre-
quent raising of what he called
“trivial issues”, urging cooper-
ation rather than conflict.
Mann also touched on the
governance issues, asserting
that decisions regarding the
appointment of Vice-
Chancellors of Universities
should rest with elected repre-

sentatives, not appointed offi-
cials. He appealed to the
Governor to maintain the con-
stitutional decorum of his posi-
tion and avoid creating an
atmosphere of conflict.
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Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) on Thursday vehe-
mently condemned Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann’s
decision to boycott the upcom-
ing Niti Aayog meeting, calling
it suicidal for Punjab’s interests.

Senior SAD leader Daljit
Singh Cheema criticized the
move, emphasizing that the
Niti Aayog meeting is a crucial
platform for states to present
their specific needs and influ-
ence central policies. “This
forum allows states to advocate
for tailored schemes and
counter the one-size-fits-all
approach of central programs,”
Cheema stated.

Cheema accused Mann of
prioritizing politics over
Punjab’s welfare by aligning
with the Congress-led boy-
cott. He highlighted the lack of
consultation with the Vidhan
Sabha and other political par-
ties before making this deci-
sion.

He urged the Chief
Minister to reconsider and
attend the meeting, stressing
the importance of presenting
Punjab's case effectively to the
Niti Aayog. “Boycotting the
meeting forfeits an essential
opportunity to hold the Union
Government accountable for its
neglect of Punjab in the Union
Budget 2024,” Cheema assert-
ed, calling for Mann to fulfill
his constitutional duties and
protect Punjab’s interests.
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Buoyed by the recent win in
the Jalandhar West assem-

bly bypoll, the ruling Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) has swung
into action, preparing for the
upcoming by-elections in
Punjab’s four more segments by
appointing in-charges and co-
incharges.

Punjab is staring at byelec-
tions in Dera Baba Nanak,
Gidderbaha, Chabbewal, and
Barnala after the sitting MLAs
— Sukhjinder Singh
Randhawa, Amarinder Singh
Raja Warring, Dr Raj Kumar
Chhabewal, and Gurmeet
Singh Meet Hayer, respective-
ly — were elected as Lok Sabha
members, leaving their seats
vacant.

Of the four seats, three
were won by Congress.
However, Dr Chabbewal later
went on to join AAP and was
elected MP from Hoshiarpur.

As per the orders issued by
AAP, senior leaders — four
Cabinet Ministers, sitting MP,
and three legislators — have
been appointed as in-charges or
co in-charges.

For Dera Baba Nanak, NRI
Minister Kuldeep Singh
Dhaliwal has been appointed as
in-charge, with Batala MLA
Amansher Singh Shery Kalsi as
co-incharge. Notably, Shery
Kalsi had contested Lok Sabha
elections from Gurdaspur, of
which Dera Baba Nanak is a
part, and finished third with
25.72 percent vote share.

Two-time MLA and
Employment Minister Aman
Arora will serve as in-charge
for Gidderbaha, assisted by
Dharamkot MLA Davinder
Singh Laddi Dhos as co-
incharge. Education Minister
Harjot Singh Bains has been
named in-charge for
Chabbewal assembly segment,
with Dasuya MLA Karmbir
Singh Ghumman as co-
incharge.

For Barnala, former
Minister, and Sangrur MP
Meet Hayer will be the in-
charge, supported by
Horticulture Minister Chetan
Singh Jodamajra as co-
incharge. Notably, Meet Hayer
has been representing Barnala
assembly segment for past two

terms. The segment, which fall
vacant after his election to Lok
Sabha, also falls under the par-
liamentary constituency he
currently represents.

AAP’s swift and strategic
appointments reflected its
determination to maintain
momentum and secure victo-
ries in the by-elections. Despite
failing to secure impressive
seats and vote share during Lok
Sabha elections, AAP's recent
success in Jalandhar West has
bolstered its confidence,
demonstrating that it can effec-
tively mobilize support and
win over voters.

By appointing experienced
and trusted leaders to spear-
head the campaign in these
constituencies, AAP aimed to
replicate its success across the
State.

As of now, in the 117-
member House, AAP has 91
MLAs — one less from the
seats it won in 2022 state
assembly polls after Meet
Hayer’s left Barnala seat vacant.
Congress, the principal oppo-
sition in the state, has 15 leg-
islators — three fewer from
seats it won in 2022. These
three MLAs, including one
who had shifted allegiance to
AAP, have been elected MPs.

Besides, Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD) has three MLAs,
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
two, one by the Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP), and one is repre-
sented by an Independent.

AAP’s approach to these
by-elections, the dates for
which are yet to be declared by
the Election Commission,
reflected a broader strategy to
strengthen its presence in
Punjab. By focusing on local
leadership and addressing con-
stituency-specific issues, the
party aimed to build a strong
foundation for the upcoming
elections.The upcoming by-
elections will be another litmus
test for AAP’s strategies and its
ability to sustain the momen-
tum it gained from recent elec-
toral success. If AAP manages
to secure victories in these
constituencies, it will not only
bolster its position in Punjab
but also send a strong message
to its political adversaries about
its growing influence and orga-
nizational strength.
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Chandigarh: Punjab School
Education Department on
Thursday opened an online
portal for general transfers of
teachers, which will remain
open till August 5, 2024.
Spokesperson said that the
transfer of teachers will be
processed as per the Teachers
Transfer Policy-2019, and
according to the amendments
made from time to time. Apart
from this, Transfers of
Computer faculty and non-
teaching staff will be as per the
instructions issued in 2019
and 2020. Spokesperson said
that they can modify their
online application till August
5, 2024.

����
�������	�����������������	�������� ���
������������*��+,+���������-�����!��
�
��� ��	
��	��

Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on

Thursday laid the foundation
stone of development works
worth more than Rs 313 crore
at a ‘Pragati rally’ in Fatehabad.
He said that a wildlife treat-
ment centre will be built in
Badopal. As per the govern-
ment policy, the electricity
poles installed in the middle of
the roads and the wires passing
over the houses will be
removed free of cost by the
local corporation. In various
villages where voltage is low, a
big transformer will be installed
by the Electricity Department,
Saini added.

The Chief Minister also
announced that a boosting sta-
tion will be built in Ward
number 13-14, if land is avail-
able. The mini bypass of
Fatehabad will also be reno-
vated. The committee consti-
tuted by the government is con-
sidering making Bhuna a sub-
division and Bhattu a tehsil,
and as soon as the criteria are
met, this work will be com-
pleted.

Addressing the gathering,
Saini, “We have risen above the
district, city and constituency
and looked at the entire state
with one vision. Rising above

regionalism and nepotism, we
have worked for the progress
and prosperity of the entire
Haryana.”

Taking a dig at the
Opposition, the Chief Minister
said those who are demanding
an account of the 10-year
tenure of the current state gov-
ernment should look into their
own conscience. Their gov-
ernment used to work in com-
mission mode, while our gov-
ernment works in mission
mode. Corruption was at its
peak during their rule, only
those who had recommenda-
tions and money used to get
government jobs whereas the
present government worked
to change the system in the
state and gave government jobs
to the youth on merit. “Our
government has closed the
shops of such middlemen who

used to do brokerage in getting
government jobs or getting
government work done for
people. We have made the
state a developed state by free-
ing it from fear, corruption,
nepotism and regionalism,” he
said.

Hitting at the Opposition
parties, Saini further said that
those people whose own
records were poor, who gave
birth to corruption, nepotism
and left the people to fend for
themselves, were today asking
us for accountability. The
account of our tenure is given
by those youths who have got
government jobs without any
expenses and slips. The poor
person whose treatment is
being done free of cost today is
giving the government’s report.
The farmer in whose account
the amount of crop insurance

and compensation is going
directly is giving the govern-
ment’s report. The elderly are
also giving the government’s
report as they do not have to
run around offices to get their
pension. Their pension is being
given while they are sitting in
their homes. Under the previ-
ous government, the elderly
had to run around offices for 6-
6 months to get their pension.

Saini said that during the
reign of the Congress, the con-
dition of Fatehabad city was
like a remote village. The roads
were broken, the drinking
water system was in a shambles
and there was shortage of elec-
tricity. Waterlogging used to
happen during rain. In the last
10 years, the government has
constantly accelerated the
wheel of development here.
Development works worth
crores of rupees have been
completed and works worth
crores of rupees are in progress,
he said.

The Chief Minister said in
the last 10 years, the govern-
ment has laid a network of 4-
6 lane highways in the state.
Bypasses, flyovers and railway
overbridges and underbridges
have been built to facilitate traf-
fic. A new era is being ushered
in the field of education by the
establishment of high-quality
educational institutions. Today,

the development of Haryana is
being discussed not only in the
country but also abroad.

The Chief Minister said
that the aim is to open a med-
ical college in every district.
Taking a step in this direction,
Sant Shiromani Shri Guru
Ravidas Government Medical
College is being opened in
Rasulpur village of Fatehabad.
Similarly, under the target of
opening a hospital in every dis-
trict, a 200-bed hospital is
being constructed in Sector-9
at a cost of Rs 45 crore. A 100-
bed seven-story hospital is also
being constructed in Tohana at
a cost of Rs 138 crore. The gov-
ernment has also opened many
new institutions to make this
district a leader in the field of
education.

He said the government
has worked to increase its con-
nectivity to accelerate the
development of this area. The
Mandi Dabwali-Sirsa-
Fatehabad-Delhi National
Highway is passing through
here. Similarly, with the con-
struction of Hansi-Maham-
Rohtak railway line, the people
of this area have got more rail
connectivity to Delhi. Maharaja
Agrasen Airport being built in
Hisar is just 35 km from here.
In this way, this area has also
got air connectivity, the chief
minister added.
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Chandigarh: To enhance the communication capabilities of
prison staff, ensuring the safety and security of inmates and prison
personnel, Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini on
Thursday approved the purchase of 186 walkie-talkie sets at the
cost of around Rs 56.7 lakh for various prisons in Haryana. In
a statement, the Director General of Prisons, Haryana, highlighted
the critical need for robust communication systems among prison
staff, including those stationed at watchtowers. Effective com-
munication is paramount for maintaining order and address-
ing any security concerns promptly, he added.
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Shimla: A delegation of Himachal Pradesh Administrative
Services Officers led by its President Shravan Manta called on
Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu on Thursday.  The Chief
Minister said that the State Government was doing reforms in
various government sectors to provide quality services to the peo-
ple of the State and HPAS officers could play a very instrumental
role in these initiatives. He said that the Education and Health
sectors were the main focus areas of the State Government and
there was a lot of scope to revamp the system in the interest of
the common man.  He asked HPAS officers to work diligently
and dedicatedly to come up to the expectations of the people of
the State. HPAS Association assured  full cooperation to the Chief
Minister for implementation of policies and programmes of the
State Government in a letter and spirit.
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Shimla:Project Director, Himachal Pradesh State AIDS Control
Society Rajiv Kumar on Thursday said that a training workshop
was organized for the participants of Police, ITBP, NCC, Home
Guard and SSB Medical Center. The main objective of this work-
shop is to provide training to the participants as master train-
ers regarding HIV/AIDS, so that all the master trainers can pro-
vide information about various training programs on HIV/AIDS
in the respective training institutes. He said that 30 to 40 mas-
ter trainers were being trained every year by the AIDS Control
Society. In the training program, all the jawans of Police, ITBP,
NCC, Home Guard and SSB would be trained as master train-
ers by providing them detailed information about HIV/AIDS,
so that they could further spread awareness. Project Director said
that the District AIDS Control Program Officers of the Society
also organize workshops in all the Police Training Centers of the
state.
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Chandigarh:The song, "Khite Tur Giya Yara..!" will released to
pay tribute to the iconic Punjabi singer Surinder Chhinda on
his first death anniversary. The event, scheduled for July 26, will
take place at the Punjab Kala Bhavan in Chandigarh. Cabinet
Minister Dr. Baljit Kaur will grace the occasion as the chief guest,
accompanied by a host of veteran artists from the Punjabi film
industry. Renowned lyricist Babu Singh Maan Marara wala,
Padma Shri awardee Hansraj Hans, Gurpreet Singh Ghuggi, Gugu
Gill, Karamjit Anmol, Pali Detwalia, Yuvraj Hans, and former
MP Mohammad Sadiq will be among the distinguished guests.
The ceremony will also be attended by prominent film person-
alities, including Harpreet Sekhon, producer Taljinder Singh
Nagra, Bobby Bajwa, and many others. The song, "Khite Tur Gyan
Yara..!", is a heartfelt tribute to Surinder Chhinda, who
enthralled audiences with his soulful voice in hits like "Jatt Jiuna
Mor", "Put Jattan De", and "Truck Ballye". This event is a testa-
ment to the enduring legacy of Surinder Chhinda and his con-
tribution to Punjabi music and culture.
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Chandigarh: Haryana Chief Electoral Officer Pankaj Agarwal
on Thursday said that changes have been made to the special
summary revision program of the voter list. According to the
guidelines of the Election Commission, new voters will now be
registered considering July 1, 2024 as the qualifying date. Providing
detailed information in this regard, the Chief Electoral Officer
mentioned that the draft voter list will be published on August
2. He mentioned that the revised schedule of June 25 has now
been extended to August 1. Agarwal informed that claims and
objections can be filed from August 2-16. The resolution of claims
and objections will be carried out by August 26. Special dates
of August 3, 4, 10 and 11 will be issued for the BLOs to be pre-
sent at the polling stations by the office of the Chief Electoral
Officer. He also urged the representatives of political parties to
instruct their booth level agents to contact the BLOs on these
dates and be present at the polling stations. No voter can cast
their vote without their name on the voter list. The final publi-
cation of the voter list will be on August 27, he added.
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I, Rajinder Singh Bisht s/o 

Dayal Singh Bisht and wife Manju 

Devi R/O #10- Retired Officer's 

Colony, Kansa Devi Road, 

Kansal, Nayagaon Distt SAS 

Nagar, Mohali-160103 (PB.) 

hereby disown our Son Rahul 

Bisht and his wife Sakshi Rawat 

from our all moveable /immovable 

properties. They are out of our 

control. If any body deal with them 

will do so at own risk 

/responsibility, We and our other 

family members will not be 

responsible for their any deeds. 

I, Mohan Lal Yadav S/o Hira 

Lal, R/o House No. 176, Village 

Mauli Jagran Chandigarh inform 

that my son Prince Yadav out of 

my control. I disown him from my 

all moveable and immovable 

Properties. Anybody deal with him 

at their own Risk. 

I, Surinder Singh S/o Pritam 

Singh, R/o House no. 4, Bhai 

Manj Singh Road, Kot Mit Singh, 

Tarn Taran Road, Amritsar declare 

that my daughter Ramandeep 

Kaur W/o Harmeet Singh is out of 

my control. I disinherited her from 

all my moveable, immovable 

properties. Anyone who deals with 

her will do so at their own risk and 

responsibility. 

I, Swaran Singh S/o  Sh. Sh. 

Anokh Singh R/o House No.1220, 

Gali No.11, Shiv Colony,  District 

Karnal declare that my son 

Gurpreet Singh is out of my 

control. I disown him from my 

moveable and immovable 

property. He will be responsible 

for his transactions, good-bad, 

legal-illegal activities. 

I, Tejinder Singh s/o Ajit 

Singh R/O H.No. 1314/23 

Salarpur Road near Agarwal 

Nursing Home, Kurukshetra 

declare that I have evicted my son 

Kamaljit Singh from all my 

movable- immovable property as 

he is out of my control. Anybody 

dealing with him at their own risk. 

I, Kusum Devi W/O 

Rajender R/O Village Saidkehri 

Tehsil Rajpura Distt Patiala 

Declare That My Son Gagan His 

Wife Puja Are Out Of My Control 

So I Disowned Both Of Them 

From All My Movable And 

Immovable Properties. Anybody 

Dealing With Them On Their Own 

Risk. 

I, Karnail Singh S/O Basava 

Singh R/O Village Bahadurgarh 

Tehsil Derabassi Distt SAS Nagar 

Declare My Son Harwinder Singh 

Is Out Of My Control. So I 

Disowned Him From All My 

Movable And Immovable 

Properties. Anybody Dealing With 

Him On Their Own Risk. 

I, Neelam Puri W/O Rajiv 

Puri R/O #1375, Ward Gali No.1, 

Sadhu Nagar, Derabassi Tehsil 

Derabassi Distt SAS Nagar 

Declare My Son Amit Puri And His 

Wife Kashish Are Out Of My 

Control. So I Disowned Both  

From All My Movable And 

Immovable Properties. Anybody 

Dealing With Them On Their Own 

Risk. 

I, Usha W/o Late Yash Pal 

Verma R/o H.No. 29, Gali No. 2, 

Sainik Vihar, Dhilwan Road, 

Rama Mandi, Jalandhar declare 

that my son Deepak Verma and 

his wife Renu Bala are out of my 

control. I disinherit them from my 

moveable and immovable 

properties. I and my family shall 

not be held responsible for any of 

their acts, deeds and things. 

ਮ� ਸ਼ਾਝੀ ਰਾਮ ਪੁੱਤਰ ਧਰਮ ਚੰਦ ਵਾਸੀ 

ਿਪੰਡ ਐਮਾਂ ਮੁੱਗਲਾਂ, ਡਾਕਖਾਨਾ ਪੰਜੋੜ, 

ਤਿਹਸੀਲ ਤੇ ਿਜ਼ਲ� ਾ ਪਠਾਨਕੋਟ ਦਾ ਰਿਹਣ 

ਵਾਲਾ ਹਾਂ। ਮੇਰੇ ਲੜਕੇ ਕੇਵਲ ਿਕ$ਸ਼ਨ ਅਤੇ 

ਿਬਸ਼ਨ ਦਾਸ ਿਜਹੜੇ ਿਕ ਮੇਰੇ ਕਿਹਣੇ ਤ( 

ਬਾਹਰ ਹਨ। ਸੋ ਅੱਜ ਮ) ਉਨ�ਾਂ ਦੋਨਾਂ ਨੰੂ 

ਆਪਣੀ ਤਮਾਮ ਚੱਲ-ਅਚੱਲ ਜਾਇਦਾਦ ਤ( 

ਬੇਦਖ਼ਲ ਕਰਦਾ ਹਾਂ। ਅੱਜ ਤ( ਬਾਅਦ ਉਨ�ਾਂ 

ਦੋਨਾਂ ਨਾਲ ਜੋ ਵੀ ਲੈਣ-ਦੇਣ ਕਰੇਗਾ ਉਹੱ 

ਖੁੱਦ ਿਜਮੇਵਾਰ ਹੋਵੇਗਾ। ਸਬੰਧਤ ਨੋਟ ਕਰਨ। 

म
, पुकीित� शमा� पु2 3ी 

ताराचंद िनवासी उकलाना मंडी, सब 

तहसील उकलाना मंडी, िजला िहसार 

अपने पु2 मुकेश शमाJ व पु2वधू काजल 

शमाJ को अपने कहने सुनने से बाहर होने 

पर अपनी चल अचल सNित से बेदखल 

करता Pँ, भिवS मT इनके साथ िकसी भी 

Wकार का लेन देन या Yवहार करने 

वाला Zयं िज[ेवार होगा, मेरी व मेरे 

प]रवार की कोई िज[ेवारी नही ंहोगी I 

I Dalbir Moond S/o Sh. 

Banwari Lal R/o Balaji Vihar, Near 

Sai Mandir, Tipra Tehsil Kalka, 

Distt. Panchkula, Haryana Have 

Change My Name Dalbir Moond 

To Dalbir Singh. 

I Kamal Moond W/o Sh. 

Dalbir Singh R/o Balaji Vihar, 

Near Sai Mandir, Tipra Tehsil 

Kalka, Distt. Panchkula Haryana 

Have Change My Name Kamal 

Moond To Kamal 

I Subhash Chander S/o  

Lakshmi Chand, Vill Bhatton Teh. 

Nangal (Ropar) declare that on 

my Passport my father name 

wrongly mention as Laxmi 

Chand,  but my father's correct 

name is Lakshmi Chand. 

I,  Jatinder Kumar S/o  

Shubhkarn Village Sasonwal, 

Tehsil Nangal,  Rupnagar,  

declare that my name is written 

as Jaswinder Kumar in 

Jamanbandi. I am known by both 

names. Jaswinder Kumar Alias  

Jatinder Kumar my name is true 

and correct.  

I, Battini Kantamma Legally 

Spouse Of No. 16114574p Rank 

Hav Name Battini Hemaraju Unit 

15 Engr Regt. C/O 56 Apo 

Bathinda Cantt.(Punjab) 

Permanent Resident Of 1-8, Main 

Street, Mandasa Mandal, 

Sinklaputtuga Village, Haripuram 

Post, Distt. Srikakulam State 

Andhra Pradesh-532243 Have 

Changed My Dob From 

02.10.1988 To 20.10.1991 

I, Rajan C Legally Father Of 

No. Jc-311480n Rank Sub Name 

Sivaprasad R Unit 4 Engr Regt. 

C/O 56 Apo Bathinda 

Cantt.(Punjab) Permanent 

Resident Of Alamparutha, 

Elavampadam, Kizhakkencheri-Ii, 

Elavampadam, Distt. Palakkad 

State Kerala-678684 Have 

Changed My Dob From 

01.07.1955 To 23.07.1953 

I, Simpal Devi Legally 

Spouse Of No. Jc-493219m Rank 

Nb/Sub Name Deepak Kumar 

Unit 22 Jat Regt. C/O 56 Apo 

Bathinda Cantt.(Punjab) 

Permanent Resident Of Vill 

Phulsanda, Post Phulsanda, 

Aaku,  Distt. Bijnor State Uttar 

Pradesh-246733 Have Changed 

My Dob From 15.01.1993 To 

19.03.1993 

I, Ishwar Shivram Nalawade 

Legally Father Of No. 16116908x 

Rank L/Nk Name Nalavade 

Nagesh Ishwara  Unit 15 Engr 

Regt C/O 56 Apo Bathinda Cantt 

(Punjab) Permanent Resident Of 

Vill Pangiri  (B), Post Pangiri (B)  

Ps Nipani, Distt. Belgaum State 

Karnataka-591237 Have Changed 

My Name From Ishwara To Ishwar 

Shivram Nalawade And Dob From 

01.07.1955 To 01.01.1955 

I, NO-IC13556H Brig 

Surendra Pal Singh, Vsm (Retd) 

R/O Vpo Badesra The & Distt 

Bhiwani (Haryana) Declare That 

My Daughters Name Is Wrongly 

Mentioned As Arun In My Service 

Records. Which Is Incorrect. 

Correct Name Is Aurna Makhija. 

I, Milan Malhan S/O Taman 

R/O H.No. A - 42, Block A, Bjp 

Office, Suncity, Sector 36 - A, Vtc, 

Rohtak, Haryana Declare That In 

My All Documents My Mother's 

Name Is Mentioned As Sonika But 

In My Mother's Aadhar Card Her 

Name Is Mentioned As Sonika 

Malhan. The Both Name Of My 

Mother's Sonika And Sonika 

Malhan Which Is Name Of One 

And Same Person. 

I, Milan Malhan S/O Taman 

R/O H.No. A - 42, Block A, Bjp 

Office, Suncity, Sector 36-A, Vtc, 

Rohtak, Haryana Declare That In 

My All Documents My Father's 

Name Is Mentioned As Taman But 

In My Father's Aadhar Card His 

Name Is Mentioned As Taman 

Malhan. The Both Name Of My 

Father's Taman And Taman 

Malhan Which Is Name Of One 

And Same Person. 

I, Rajwinder Singh S/o 

Sudagar Singh R/o Village 

Talwandi Bhinder, Po. Veela Bajju, 

Tehsil Batala, Distt. Gurdaspur, 

Punjab, India declare that name of 

my Father has been wrongly 

written as Saudagar Singh in my 

Passport No-L2144327. The 

actual name of my Father is 

Sudagar Singh, which may be 

amended accordingly. All Please 

Note. 

I, Inderjit Rampal alias 

Inderjit Sharma alias Inderjeet 

Rampal alias Inderjeet Sharma 

S/o Late Karam Chand Rampal 

R/o 386/23 (D 17/1259), gali No.3, 

B/S Post Office Chheharta, Kartar 

NagarChheharta, Amritsar Punjab, 

have declared that above names 

are mine one and same person. 

I, Madan Mohan S/o Piara 

Lal R/o Khem Karan Tehsil Patti 

District Tarn Taran declare that in 

my real Daughter's school (Sacred 

Heart Convent School) record her 

name was wrongly written as 

Bhumika Bajaj and my name also 

wrongly written as Madan Mohan 

Bajaj. But my daughter correct 

name is Bhumika and my correct 

name is Madan Mohan. 

I, Rajvinder Kaur am legal 

spouse of No. 2501419M Rank 

Hav name Harvinder Singh R/o 

Vpo. Shutrana Teh-Patran 

(Patiala) declare that in my 

husband Marriage Part-2 Order 

my name wrongly entered 

Rajwinder Kaur. But my correct 

name is Rajvinder Kaur. So 

amended my name from 

Rajwinder Kaur to Rajvinder Kaur 

in my husband marriage Part-2 

order. 

I, Gurmit Kaur am legal 

spouse of No. 2501419M Rank 

Hav name Harvinder Singh R/o 

Vpo. Shutrana Teh-Patran 

(Patiala) declare that in my 

husband Marriage Part-2 Order 

my name wrongly entered 

Gurpreet Kaur. But my correct 

name is Gurmit Kaur. So amended 

my name from Gurpreet Kaur to 

Gurmit Kaur in my husband 

marriage Part-2 order. 

I, No 14647567P Rank Ex 

Sep Name Ravi Kumar father of 

Tanish Kangotra  (old Name) 

resident of Vill – Baroi Jhikli, Post 

- Sujanpur, Tehsil & Distt – 

Pathankot, Punjab – 145023, have 

changed name of my daughter 

from Tanish Kangotra (Incorrect 

name) to Tanisha Kangotra  

(Correct name) vide affidavit dated 

25 Jul 2024 sworn before 

Executive Magistrate, Pathankot. 

Pl correct 

Change of name of mother of 

serving soldier Dalip Kaur leglly of 

No. 2501903-Y Rank L/Hav Name 

Gurpreet Singh R/o Vill: Saidewala 

Teh-Budhlada Distt. Mansa 

(Punjab) Pin-151503, serving in 

army unit 13-Punjab (Jind) Regt. 

Do hereby declare that I have 

changed my name from Gurdeep 

Kaur (name as per Nokin regords) 

to Dalip Kaur new name of servis 

records of my son (Gurpreet 

Singh) vide affidavit No. IN-

PB39534885681155W, Dated 

25-07-2024. 

I, No. 18003814Y Rank Hav 

Gurmukh Singh S/o Satnam Singh 

R/o Village Ghanshampur, Tehsil 

Baba Bakala, Distt. Amritsar 

declare that my father Satnam 

Singh actual Date of Birth 01-01-

1965 and my mother Harjit Kaur 

Date of Birth 01-01-1968 is correct 

as per both aadhar cards. But my 

father's Date of Birth is wrongly 

entered in my army record as 15-

02-1967 and my mother's Date of 

Birth wrongly entered as 05-05-

1969. May correct my father's 

Date of Birth in my army record as 

01-01-1965 in place of 15-02-1967 

and my mother's Date of Birth as 

01-01-1968 in place of 05-05-

1969. 

I, Adarsh Gupta S/o G L 

Gupta R/o # 65, Near Ram Mandir, 

Sector- 4, Panchkula Haryana 

have changed my name to  Adarsh 

Kumar Gupta. 

I, Anil Devi W/o Jai Kumar 

R/o H.No. 202, SP, Sector-8, Part-

1, Sonipat have changed my name 

to Anil Kumari for all future 

purposes. 

I, Madan Gopal S/o Sadhu 

Ram R/o Villa No. E-1158, Omaxe 

City, Near Kamaspur, Sector-18, 

Sonipat, Haryana-131001 have 

changed the name of my minor 

son Siddharth aged 16 years and 

he shall hereafter be known as 

Siddharth Gautam.  

I, Ashish Kumar S/o Madan 

Lal R/o Village Garhi Banjara, Post 

Office Udhamgarh, Distt Yamuna 

Nagar have changed my minor 

son’s name from Elvish to Shivay. 

I, Sumit Chadda S/o Surinder 

Chadha R/o 870, Rana Line, 

Behind Anand Market, Yamuna 

Nagar have changed my name 

from Sumit Chadda to Sumit 

Chadha. 

I, Geeta Sarohi W/o Darshan 

Lal R/o #1133, Near Community 

Centre, Sector -26, Panchkula 

Haryana after marriage I have 

changed my name to Geeta 

Gayasia. 

I, No 15462349A Rajbala w/o 

Rank SWR late kitab Singh R/o 

VPO Jitgarh Po Roopgarh Disstt  

Jind my husband service record 

my son's name Rakesh and date 

of barth 15-01-92 my son's correct 

name is Rakesh Kumar and date 

of birth 01-11-1990. 

I, Bindu Kumar Raghav 

W/O. Arun Kumar R/O. #139, 

Ground Floor, Mansa Devi 

Complex, Sector 4, MDC, 

Panchkula – Haryana. I Have 

Changed My Name From Bindu 

Kumar Raghav To Bindu Raghav. 

I, Krishna Rani Pathania 

alias Krishna Devi Rana W/o Sh. 

Mohan Singh Pathania R/o Village 

and Post office Gulgehar Sub 

Tehsil Gagret at Kaloh Tehsil 

Ghanari District Una Himachal 

Pradesh have changed my name 

to Krishna Kumari. 

I, Pradeep Kumari w/o 

Munish Sehgal r/o Attari Colony, 

Shahabad Markanda, Distt. 

Kurukshetra have changed my 

name from Pardeep Sehgal to 

Pradeep Kumari. Concerned 

Note. 

I, Aditya Darolia s/o C. R. 

Darolia r/o #E-42, University 

Campus, Tehsil Thanesar, Distt. 

Kurukshetra have changed the 

name of my minor son Rivaan 

Darolia to Kabir Singh Darolia. 

I, Karamvir Singh S/o Sh. 

Sukhi Ram R/o Urban Estate, Jind 

have changed my name from 

Karamvir Singh to Karambir Singh 

for all future purposes. 

I, Sandeep S/o Naresh 

Chander R/o Purani Abadi near 

Guru Ravidass mandir Vpo 

Awankha, Dinanagar, distt 

Gurdaspur have changed my 

name from Sandeep to Sandeep  

Sharma. Sandeep is my given 

name and Sharma is my 

Surname. 

I, Hira Masih s/o Diwan 

Masih r/o village Faizulla Chak PO 

Naushera Majja Singh district 

Gurdaspur have changed my 

name from Hira Masih to Masih 

Hira. In future Masih is my 

surname and Hira is my given 

name. Concerned note. 

I, Paramjit S/o Sadiq Masih 

R/o Village Tariza Nagar PO 

Dhariwal Distt Gurdaspur Punjab 

have changed my name from 

Paramjit to Parmjit. Concerned 

note.  

I, Sunny Singh S/o Shri Raju 

R/o #458, village Alipur Titu 

Kheda, Tehsil and District Sirsa, 

state on my affidavit that my name 

in my 10th certificate is Sunny. But 

in my Aadhar card, PAN card etc. 

my name is Sunny Singh which is 

correct. Therefore, my name 

should be changed to Sunny 

Singh in my 10th certificate. 

I, Santosh Kumari Mongia 

W/o Late Sh. Subhash Chander 

R/o 187/2, Sector 45-A, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name from Santosh Kumari 

Mongia to Santosh Mongia. 

I, Arnav Mehta S/O Late. 

Manav Mehta R/O H.No. 880 

Shivalik Housing Society Sector 

49 Chandigarh Have Changed My 

Name From Ashley Mehta To 

Arnav Mehta. 

I, Ramandeep Singh S/O 

Gurdip Singh R/O house no 717, 

mohalla Ajit  Nagar Kapurthala 

declare that in my some 

documents my father name 

spelling is mentioned Gurdeep 

Singh. which is incorrect.  His 

correct name spelling is Gurdip 

Singh. Please note. 

I, Ritu Choudhry w/o Ranbir 

Singh  R/o Kheri Naru, Karnal. 

Have changed my name from Ritu 

Choudhry to Ritu Choudhary.In 

future i should be known as Ritu 

Choudhary. 

I, Rajbir Singh S/o Lal Singh 

R/o Vill. Jaurasi Khalsa, Tehsil 

Samalkha, Distt. Panipat, declare 

that Rajbir Singh and Rajbir both 

are my names and one person for 

all purpose. 

I, Smt. Gurcharan Kaur W/o 

No. 1254910F Ex Hav Gurdev 

Singh R/o Vill. Miani (Ward No. 04) 

PO Miani Tehsil Dasuya Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Punjab have changed 

my date of birth from 29 years (As 

per PPO) to 10-08-1959.  

I, Khalil S/o Mazid, # 917, 

Gugga Maadi, Sector 45, Burail, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name to Khalil Ahmad. 

I, Ghamandi Lal S/o Mange 

Ram, # 2817, Sector 25 D, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name to Ghamandi Lal Khairwal. 

I, Sombir Singh S/o Sarup 

Singh R/o 340, Viilage Ritauli 

(107), Tehsil and Distt Rohtak 

have changed my name from 

Somvir to Sombir Singh. 

I, Shivam Saluja S/O Ram 

Murti Saluja R/O 1152/3, Near 

Hari Mandir, Kaziwara, Ambala 

City, Haryana-134003 have 

changed my name to Shivam. 

I, Ravish Kumar Rana S/o 

Sh. Kanwar Pal Rana & Rajni Devi 

W/o Sh. Ravish Kumar Rana R/o 

H.No. 40, Gali No. 2, Kunjpura 

Road, R.K. Puram, Karnal have 

declared that in the 10th class 

school certificate of my daughter 

Khushi Rana, father's name 

should be recorded as Ravish 

Kumar Rana and mother's name  

Rajni Devi. 

I, Sunita W/o Sh. Sukhbir 

Singh R/o Tandwal Distt Ambala  

have changed my name from 

Sunita  to Sunita Devi. I used my 

name in future as Sunita Devi 

I, Rimpi Narang C/o Sh. 

Rishabh Narang R/o H.No.1408, 

Sec.12 Huda, Behind Nava Kot 

Gurudwara, Panipat  declare that 

Rimpy Narang and Rimpi Narang 

both are same person name, all 

concern noted. 

I, Monika Goel W/o Subhash 

Goel R/o H.No.574, Virat Nagar, 

Panipat, declare that I have 

changed my name from Monika 

Goel to Monika Gupta. For all 

future purposes. 

I, Sourabh Bajaj S/o  Sh. 

Amar Nath Bajaj  r/o House No 

587, Sector 40 A, Chandigarh 

have changed my father  name 

from Amar Nath to Amar Nath 

Bajaj.  

I, Sunny Singla s/o Tarsem 

Aggarwal #2350, B-12, Geeta 

Nagri, Ambala City, Haryana 

declared that I have changed my 

name from Sunny to Sunny 

Singla. please Note. 

I, Sarabjeet Singh S/o Balbir 

Singh R/o VPO Tarsikka, Tehsil 

Baba Bakala, Distt. Amritsar, 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Sarabjeet Singh to Sarabjit 

Singh. 

I, Jaganpreet Singh S/o 

Shamsher Singh R/o H.No. E-1-

1233, Near Gurdwara , Vill. Guru Ki 

Wadali, PO. Chheharta, Amritsar, 

Punjab- 143105 have changed my 

name from Jaganpreet Singh to 

Singh is my surname and 

Jaganpreet is my given name. 

I, Mandeep Kour W/o Harpal 

Singh R/o 2165/2, Gali Maseet, 

Ward 41, Chowk Baba Bhouri 

Wala, Amritsar, declare that I have 

changed my name from Mandeep 

Kour to Mandeep Kaur. 

I Gurmeet Singh S/O Ajit 

Singh R/O Village / Vpo Rajla 

Tehsil Samana Distt Patiala Have 

Changed My Name From Gurmit 

Singh To Gurmeet Singh. 

I, Parwari Devi W/o Ram 

Kumar R/o H . No.2997/8,  Ward 

No. 20  Krishna Nagar Gamari. 

Thanesar, Kurukshetra  Have 

Changed My Name  to Krishna 

Devi. 

I, Pooja Sharma W/o Gurjit 

Singh R/o 260, B2, Saini Mohalla 

Pinjore , Kalka Distt Panchkula 

Have Changed my Name to 

Pooja. 

I, Abhijeet S/o Krishan 

Kumar R/o #668, Gandhi Nagar, 

Distt.Sonipat have changed my 

name from Chanchal to Abhijeet 

I, Shombir S/o Hawa Singh 

R/o village Adiyana tehsil 

Madlauda  Panipat have changed 

my name Shombir to Sombir for all 

future purposes.  

It is for general information 

that I, Hardeep Singh s/o Jasmer 

Singh r/o Ramsaran Majra (147), 

Kurukshetra, Haryana – 136156, 

declare that name of mine and my 

wife has been wrongly written as 

Hardeep Saini and Neelam Saini 

in my minor daughter Anjali (17 

years) in her 10th & 12th class 

educational documents. The 

actual name of mine and my wife 

are Hardeep Singh and Neelam 

Rani respectively, which may be 

amended accordingly. 

I, Bhanwari Devi mother of 

Army No- 15723257W NK 

Prameshwar Lal R/o VPO 

Togawas, Teh Taranagar, Dist 

Churu, Pin Code-331304 

(Rajasthan) have changed my 

dater of birth from 01.01.1963 to 

01.01.1964 vide affidavit dt. 

26.07.2024 before Session court, 

Hisar 

I, Kavita W/o Army No. 

15619291K HAV Satyawan R/o 

Village Gopalwas, PO Mandholi 

Kalan, Tehsil Loharu, Distt. Bhiwani 

(Hry)-127043 have changed my 

name from Kavita to Kavita Devi 

vide affidavit dated 26.07.2024 

before Session Court, Hisar. 

I, Sudhir Goel S/o Parmod 

Kumar Goel R/o 56-A, Bank 

Colony, Near Kali Devi Mandir, 

Hisar, Haryana-125001 declare 

that I have changed my name 

from Sudhir Goel to Sudhir Kumar 

Goel for future purpose.  

I Sushil S/o Kanval Singh 

R/o Masudpur Tehsil 

Hansi.Distt.Hisar declare that in 

my light Licence HR-

212009002351 my father name is 

Kanwal Singh.In my other 

documents his name is Kanval 

singh Kanwal Singh & Kanval 

singh is same person. RTO office 

request my heavy licence HR 

39/0001584/2024  father name 

Kanval Singh all my documents. 

I, Neelam Rani w/o Dinesh 

Kumar r/o # 650 B, Huda Sector-

1, Part-2. Shahabad Markanda, 

Distt. Kurukshetra have changed 

my name from Neelam Rani to 

Neelam Kalra after Marriage. 

I, Suneel Kumar Munjal s/o 

Jagdish Rai r/o #1698/6A, Opp. 

Sec.13, Kailash Nagar, Thanesar,  

Kurukshetra -136118 (Haryana) 

have changed my name from 

Suneel Kumar Munjal to Suneel 

Kumar. In future, know me as 

Suneel Kumar only. Concerned 

please note. Suneel Kumar 

Munjal, Deponent. 

I, Hitherto Known As Takdir 

Daughter Of Roshan Singh 

Residing At Daya Nand Nagar, 

Nangli, Bhatha, F.G.C Road, 

District Amritsar-143008 Punjab 

Have Changed My Name And 

Shall Hereafter Be Known As 

Takdir Kaur. 

I, Hitherto Known As Sophiya 

Daughter Of Bittu Residing At Vpo 

Fatehgarh Shukar Chak, Block 

Verka District Amritsar-143501 

Punjab Have Changed My Name 

And Shall Hereafter Be Known As 

Jyoti. 

I, Parsanta Dutta W/O Om 

Parkash R/O Village Dhirowal P.O 

Mansoorpur Tehsil Mukerian Distt 

Hoshiarpur Have Chagned My 

Name From Parsanta Devi To 

Parsanta Dutta 

I, Balvir Singh S/O Sulakhan 

Singh R/O Village Zaffarwal Po  

Zaffarwal Tehsil And District 

Gurdaspur Have Changed My 

Name From Balvir Singh To Balbir 

Singh 

I, Ramandip Singh S/O 

Amarjit Singh R/O Village 

Sochetgarh Po Naushera Majja 

Singh Tehsil And District 

Gurdaspur Have Changed My 

Name From Ramandip Singh To 

Ramandeep Singh Chhina 

I, Simranjit Kaur W/O 

Bhajan Singh R/O Village Bhojraj, 

Post Office Dhariwal Tehsil And 

District Gurdaspur Have Changed 

My Name From Simranjit Kaur To 

Simarjit Kaur 

I, Hitherto Known As Surinder 

Pal Son Of Om Parkash Gulati 

Residing At H.No.168, Near 

Railway Phatak, Shivala Colony 

District Amritsar-143001 Punjab 

Have Changed My Name And 

Shall Hereafter Be Known As 

Surinder Pal Gulati. 

I, Hitherto Known As Kanchal 

Kalasi Wife Of Gurinder Singh 

Residing At H.No.L 12/1719, Gali 

No.8, Guru Nanak Pura, 

Sultanwind Road, District 

Amritsar-143001 Punjab Have 

Changed My Name And Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As Kanchan 

Kaur  

I, Avtar Singh Dadwal S/O 

Gurcharan Singh R/O Dhire Kot 

Bhangwan District Amritsar Have 

Chagend My Name From Avtar 

Singh Dadwal To Avtar Singh 

I, Tejinder Singh S/O 

Narinder Singh R/O 3481/21, Gali 

No.3, Azad Nagar, Putlighar, 

Amritsar Have Changed My Name 

From Tejinder Singh To Tajinder 

Singh 

I Savinder Singh S/O 

Kashmir Singh R/O 1373/8 Bazar 

Abblwahian Moni Chowk Amritsar 

Have Changed My Name To 

Sawinder Singh. 

I Ranjit Singh Sodhi S/O 

Narinder Pal Singh R/O Street 

No.8 Shaheed Balwinder Singh 

Nagar Faridkto Have Changed My 

Name To Ranjit Singh 

I Hardip Singh Son Of Dilbag 

Singh R/O Vill. Gill P.O. Raipur 

Kalan Distt. Amritsar Punjab. Have 

Declare That Singh Is My 

Surname And Hardip Is My Given 

Name. 

I, Simran Kour W/O Tarsem 

Singh R/O 60,40 Khoo Near Joda 

Fatak Rssool Pur Disttamritsar 

Have Changed My Name From 

Simran Kour To Simran Kaur 

I, Rajesh Bhagat S/O Ishar 

Dass R/O Hig 13, Gf, Mall Mandi 

Colony Amritsar Have Changed 

My Name From Rajesh Bhagat To 

Rajesh Kumar Bhagat 

I, Bhawna Arora W/O 

Manish Arora R/O H.No.Hm 32, 

Aman Avenue, Gate Hakima 

Amritsar Have Changed My Name 

From Bhawna Arora To Bhawna 

I, Jc-289023x Nb/Sub 

Mukesh Kumar S/O Richpal Singh 

R/O Village Fouzimat Kota Bhoora 

Rani Udham Singh Nagar 

Uttarakhand-263153 Have 

Changed My Daughter’s Name 

From Yashika Malik To Yeshika 

Malik Vide Affidavit No.In-

Pb39190371461788w 

Dt.25.07.2024 Before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Bhagwan Das Father Of 

No.14933055w Hav Prem Singh 

R/O Gonsili Thana Khedarathor 

Tehsil Bah Agra Uttar Pradesh-

283104 Now At 15 Mech Inf C/O 

56 Apo Have Changed My Name 

To Bhagvan Das And Date Of Birth 

From 26.02.1950 To 01.011950 

Vide Affidavit No.In-

Pb39186356350447w 

Dt.25.07.2024 Before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, No. 15481202y Dfr Upin 

Bihari Verma Is Father Of 

Diptanksh Verma Resident Of 

Village Samodha, Po Dalel Nagar, 

Sandila Hardoi, Uttar Pradesh-

241204 Now At 23 (I) Armd Bde 

C/O 56 Apo Have Changed My 

Son’s Date Of Birth From 18 Oct 

2007 To 18 Oct 2009 Vide Affidavit 

No. In-Pb39203179464619w 

Dated 25-07-2024, Before Notary 

Public, Amritsar 

I, Gajanan Father Of No. 

14933912l Hav Tone Krishndeo 

Gajanan Presently Residing At 

Vpo Walekhindi, Tehsil Jat, District 

Sangli, Maharashtra-416404, 

Have Changed My Name From 

Gajanan To Gajanan Savaba Tone 

And Date Of Birth From 01 Jul 

1949 To 01 Jan 1946 Vide Affidavit 

No. In-Pb39203756723657w 

Dated 25-07-2024, Before Notary 

Public, Amritsar 

I Daljit Kaur W/O Bachitar 

Singh R/O Vill.Kohala Po Tarsikka 

Tehsil Baba Bakala Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From Daljit 

Kaur To Given Name Daljit 

Surname Kaur. 

I, Munish Kapoor S/O Brij 

Kishore R/O 205/1, Jail Gali Josan 

Market, Hall Bazar, Amritsar Have 

Chagend My Name From Munish 

Kapoor To Munish Kumar 

I, Bhaskar Father Of 

No.14928339w Hav Jadhao 

Sudhir Bhaskar R/O Shirla Akola 

Maharashtra-444501 Now At 15 

Mech Inf C/O 56 Apo Have 

Changed My Name To Bhaskar 

Payru Jadhav And Date Of Birth 

From 01.07.1955 To 31.12.1957 

Vide Affidavit No.In-

Pb39188243382286w 

Dt.25.07.2024 Before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Yashodhra Jadhav Mother 

Of No.14928339w Hav Jadhao 

Sudhir Bhaskar R/O Shirla Akola 

Maharashtra-444501 Now At 15 

Mech Inf C/O 56 Apo Have 

Changed My Name To 

Yashodhara Bhaskar Jadhav And 

Date Of Birth From 01.07.1960 To 

01.07.1963 Vide Affidavit No.In-

Pb39188243382286w 

Dt.25.07.2024 Before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Pardeep Kumar S/O 

Patras Adiwal R/O H.No.137, Gali 

Sandhan Wali, Ward No.10, Raja 

Sansi, Amritsar Have Changed My 

Minor Daughter Name From 

Suneha To Suneha Adiwal. 

I, Akanksha D/o Ram 

Rakesh Jangir R/o H. No. 428, 

Sector PLA, Hisar Distt. Hisar, 

Haryana 125001 declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Akanksha to Akanksha Jangir for 

all future purpose. 

I, Poonam W/o Rakesh 

Sapra R/o H. No. 91/12, Gobind 

Garh, Bazaar Hisar Haryana 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Poonam to Poonam 

Sapra for future purpose. 

I, Rajesh Kumar Dhanda S/o 

Sh. Shamsher Singh R/o H. No. 

248B, Sector-35, Suncity, Rohtak 

declare That I have changed my 

name from Rajesh Kumar to 

Rajesh Kumar Dhanda In future I 

will be called by the name of 

Rajesh Kumar Dhanda for all 

purposes. 

I, Vikas Goyal s/o Krishan 

Goyal r/o Nissing, Sub Tehsil 

Nissing, Distt. Karnal (Haryana) 

have changed my name from 

Vikash Goyal to Vikas Goyal & my 

father name in my passport should 

be changed from Krishan Lal to 

Krishan Goyal. 

I, Vivek Bajaj S/o Gulshan 

Malik R/o House No. 214/15, 

Kharadiyan Mohalla, Kaithal-

136027, Distt. Kaithal (Haryana) 

declares that I have changed my 

minor son’s name from Neev to 

Neev Bajaj. In future, he will be 

known by the name of Neev Bajaj. 

All concerned please note. 

I, Rajeev S/o Ram Pal R/o 

Village Fatehpur, Tehsil Pundri, 

Distt. Kaithal (Haryana) declares 

that I have changed my name 

from Rajeev to Rajeev Goyal. In 

future, I will be known by the name 

of Rajeev Goyal. All concerned 

please note. 

I, Suman W/o Rajeev Goyal 

R/o Village Fatehpur, Tehsil 

Pundri, Distt. Kaithal (Haryana) 

declares that I have changed my 

name from Suman to Suman 

Goyal. In future, I will be known by 

the name of Suman Goyal. All 

concerned please note. 

I, Rekha Bhagat W/o  Late 

Sh.Kuldeep Bhagat R/o H. No. 

415, Sector 30-A, Chandigarh,  

have changed my name from 

Homa Vatti to Rekha Bhagat, is 

one and the same person. 

I, Som Kumar, 1804/3 

Housefed Complex Phase 10 SAS 

Nagar have changed minor 

daughter name Ananya to 

Ananaya. 

I, Sachin  S/o Bishan Dass, 

H.No. 1189, Burail, Sector 45, 

Chandigarh, have changed my 

name from Sachin to Suresh 

Kumar. 

I, Prabh Jot Kaur  W/o 

Satnam Singh  R/o.VPO –

Jhander, Tehsil Ajnala Distt 

Amritsar punjab Have Changed 

my name from Prabjot Kaur  to  

Prabh Jot Kaur 

I, Sunil Handa  S/o Durga 

Dass  R/o.H.No.787/5, Gali  

Kamboj, Chowk Chintpurni Bazar 

District Amritsar Punjab Have 

Changed my name from Sunil 

Kumar  to Sunil  Handa 

I, Santosh Kumari Mehta 

W/O Ram Parkash Mehta R/O 

H.No. 441, Inder Puri Mohola, 

Ward No.- 18, Sirsa - 125055 

(Haryana) Have Changed My 

Name To Santosh Mehta. 

I Baljinder Kaur W/O Major 

Singh R/O Vill.Balbawa Distt. 

Amritsar Have Changed My Name 

To Harjinder Kaur 

I, Ram Parkash Mehta S/O 

Lal Chand Mehta R/O H.No. 441, 

Inder Puri Mohola, Ward No.- 18, 

Sirsa- 125055 (Haryana) Have 

Changed My Name To Ram 

Parkash. 

I Baljit Kaur W/o Gurcharan 

Dass R/o Village Hussainpur, 

Tehsil Nakodar, District Jalandhar 

have changed the name of my 

minor son from Sorav Gill to 

Saurav Gill. All concerned please 

note. 

I, Neetu (Existing Name Of 

Spouse As Per Nok) Is Legally 

Wedded Of Army No. 14927133m 

Rank Hav Dvr Name Amarender 

Kumar Tripathi Unit 8 Mech C/O 

56 Apo, R/O Village Gadwa And 

Post Office Bagad, Tehsil Rampur 

Naikin And Diss Sidhi Madhya 

Pradesh Have Changed My 

Name From Neetu To Neetu 

Tripathi Due To Wrong Name 

Mentioned In Record Of Service 

Of My Husband. 

I, Kulbir Singh S/o Dharmvir 

R/o H.No. 3272, Ansal Sushant 

City, Sector -32, Umri, District 

Kurukshetra, have changed my 

name to (Given Name) Kulbir and 

(Surname) Singh. In future I 

should be known as (Given 

Name) Kulbir and (Surname) 

Singh. 

I, Ranjna Devi W/o Nishchal 

Bansal R/o H.No. 1344, Sector 

13, Urban Estate, District Karnal, 

have changed my name from 

Ranjna Devi to Ranjna. 

I, Amarjeet Kaur alias Rajni 

W/o Avtar Singh R/o 842, Amin 

Road, Bye Pass Chowk, Patiyala 

Bank Colony, Thanesar, 

Kurukshetra, have changed my 

name from Amarjeet Kaur alias 

Rajni to Amarjeet Kaur. 

I, Daljit Kumar S/o Das Lal 

R/o H.No. 505, Gali No. 5, Sainik 

Vihar, Dhilwan Road, Rama 

Mandi, Jalandhar, Punjab declare 

that in school record of my 

daughter Diksha Karde her name 

is written as Diksha. Whereas her 

correct name is Diksha Karde be 

amended in my daughter's school 

record. All concerned please 

note. 

I, Joginder Singh S/o Fakir 

Singh R/o Village Pathan Majra, 

Tehsil & Distt. Patiala, (Punjab) 

have changed my name to 

Juginder Singh. 

I, Rinki W/o Sonu R/o H.No. 

724, Street No 7, Taffazalpura, 

Patiala (Punjab) have changd my 

minor son's name from Bihan to 

Kartik. 

I Babita daughter of Rajinder 

Kumar, resident of SCO 23-24-

25, Second Floor, near regional 

passport office, Chandigarh, 

sector 34-A, Chandigarh declare 

that the I have Added surname to 

my name from Babita to Babita 

sharma 

I, Selvi K is mother of Army 

No. 16123864N, NK, 

Sanjeevkumar C of Unit 5 Engr 

Regiment c/o 56 APO, have 

changed my name from Selvi K to 

Selvi Chenrayan and date of birth 

from 19.02.1964 to 03.07.1975 

Vide Affidavit Dated 26 July 2024 

before at Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Chetana Tejappanavar Is 

Wife Of No. 2616211w, Hav, 

Shivappa Goudar Unit Of 28 

Madras C/O 56 Apo Ferozepur 

Cantt, Resident At Village Herur, 

Po. Herur, District Bagalkot, 

(Karnataka) Pin 587154, Have 

Changed My Name From 

Chetana Tejappanavar To 

Chetana Shivappa Goudar Vide 

Affidavit Dated 25 July 2024 

Before At Notary 

Ferozepur.Hereafter My Name 

Will Be Chetana Shivappa 

Goudar For All Purpose 

I, Bhagvati Devi Is Mother 

Of Sandeep Kumar Of Unit 48 Inf 

Bde Camp C/O 56 Apo, Residing 

Nagala Naya, Barnahal, Mainpuri, 

State Uttar Pradesh Pin 205261 

Have Changed My Name From 

Bhagvati Devi To Bhagvati Vide 

Affidavit Dated 25 July 2024 

Before At Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Lilavati Mother Of No. 

3003051f Hav Sunil Babu 

Sharma Unit 17 Rajput C/O 56 

Apo Residing At Village 

Mohanpur, Po Koта, Кота 

Hathras, Mursan, Uttar Pradesh, 

Pin 204213 Have Changed My 

Name From Leela Vati Devi To 

Lilavati And Change Date Of Birth 

From 08-07-1953 To 01-01-1942 

Vide Affidavit Dated 25 July 2024 

Before At Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Durga Prasad Father Of 

No. 3003051f Hav Sunil Babu 

Sharma Unit 17 Rajput C/O 56 

Apo Residing At Village 

Mohanpur, Pо Кота, Кота 

Hathras, Mursan, Uttar Pradesh, 

Pin 204213 Have Changed My 

Name From Durga Prasad 

Sharma To Durga Prasad And 

Change Date Of Birth From 15-

05-1950 To 01-01-1943 Vide 

Affidavit Dated 25 July 2024 

Before At Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Leela Dei, Mother Of No. 

Jc-483090w Nb/Sub Bhoopal 

Singh Unit 17 Rajput C/O 56 Apo 

Residing At Judge Patti Colony, 

Uchcha Bharatpur, State 

Rajashtan, Pin 321302 Have 

Changed My Name From Leela 

Devi To Leela Dei And Change 

Date Of Birth From 06-02-1952 

To 01-01-1957 Vide Affidavit 

Dated 25 July 2024 Before At 

Notary Ferozepur. 

I Seema Bala w/o Sh. Amit 

Tandon R/o House No. 95. 

Dhawan Colony, Ferozepur City 

Declare That my Daughter 

Poornima Studying class 9th, in 

St joseph convent school, 

Ferozepur Cantt. my Daughter 

Mother name Seema Tandon has 

been written in school records 

That Seema Bala and Seema 

Tandon and Seema is the name 

of same Person. 

I Seema Bala w/o Sh. Amit 

Tandon R/o House No. 95. 

Dhawan Colony, Ferozepur City 

Declare That my Daughter Saanvi 

Studying class 5th, in St joseph 

convent school, Ferozepur Cantt. 

my Daughter Mother name 

Seema Tandon has been written 

in school records That Seema 

Bala and Seema Tandon and 

Seema is the name of same 

Person. 

I, Gurmeet Malik S/o 

sh.karamvir  singh R/o village 

Gamri tehsil Gohana and district 

sonipat declare that in my all 

documents my name is Gurmeet 

Malik. Now I have changed my 

name Gurmeet Malik to Pranjul 

Malik for all future purposes. 

I Sonia garg w/o Parul garg 

R/o # 1897-G,UID No. Z-1-10998, 

Gandhi gali near arya samaj 

chowk bathinda have changed my 

name from Soniya/Sonia Sharma 

to Sonia garg after marriage. 

It is informed to all concerned 

& general public that I have 

changed my name from Anoop 

Singh to Anoop Singh Saroha as 

it is already mentioned in my 

Aadhar card & other documents. 

It is also submitted that Anoop 

Singh & Anoop Singh Saroha are 

the same person. Regards  

(Anoop Singh Saroha) Flat No. 

2044, Parker Residency, Sector-

61, village:Rasoi, Distt. Sonipat 

(Hry.)-131029 

I Bakhshish Singh Pawar 

s/o Balkar Singh R/o vill. 

Khappian wali Teh & Distt. Sri 

Muktsar Sahib, Punjab-

152026Have Changed my Name 

from Bakhshish Singh Pawar to  

Bakhshish Singh All concern note 

it. 

I Kumari Gunjan  D/O Sh 

Leela Ram R/O Unit 359 Asc 

Supply C/O 56 Apo, 

Chandimandir Cantt Panchkula, 

Haryana, Have Changed My 

Name From Kumari Gunjan To 

Gunjan Arya. 

I, Gurbakhas Singh S/O 

Atma Singh R/O Village 

Girdharpur (Bir Khairi) Teh. 

Thanesar Distt. Kurukshetra I 

Have Declare That Gurbakhas 

Singh & Gurbax Singh Are Same 

One Person. 

I, (Old Name, Which Is To Be 

Changed Sapna Goyal (Old 

Name, Which Is To Be Changed) 

Wife Of Neeraj Goyal Resident Of 

H No. 541/1, Gali Chokhan, Lohar 

Bazar Distt. Bhiwani Haryana 

127021  Have Changed My Old 

Name From Sapna Goyal To 

Sapna Rani (New Name). 

I No.15627361M, Sepoy 

Parveen S/O Satbir R/O  Vill 

Dhanana Teh & Distt Bhiwani 

Declare That In My Army Record 

My Mother Name Is Premo 

Devi.Which Is Incorrect.Correct 

Name Is Prem Devi.  

I Ajit Singh  Ubbi S O 

Hardev Singh R O Hira Singh 

Nagar, Kotkapura District Faridkot 

I'll Changed My Name To Ajit 

Singh 

I Ranbir Singh S/O Nirmal 

Singh Village Samra Teh 

Mukerian Distt Hoshiarpur Have 

Changed My Name To Singh 

Ranbir 

I Paras S/O Surjit Singh R/O 

Village Muradpur Jattan Tehsil 

Mukerian Distt Hoshiarpur Have 

Changed  Paras To Paras Paras 

I, K A Renuka Devi Legally 

Mother Of No. 16122119f Rank 

Nk Name Ajesh Kumar M Unit 4 

Engr Regt. C/O 56 Apo Bathinda 

Cantt. (Punjab) Permanent 

Resident Of Nooratthu House, 

Mannar, Po Kuttemperoor, Distt. 

Alappuzha, State Kerala-689623 

Declare That I Have Changed My 

Name From Renuka Devi A To K 

A Renuka Devi 

I, Babukutty K Legally 

Father Of No. 16125611x Rank 

L/Nk Name Subeesh Babu Unit 4 

Engr Regt. C/O 56 Apo Bathinda 

Cantt.(Punjab) Permanent 

Resident Of Subin Nivas, 

Vilangara,  Plappally P.O, Vtc : 

Kottarakkara, Distt. Kollam, State 

Kerala-691531 Have Changed My 

Name From Babu Kutty K To 

Babukutty K 

I Seema Rani W/O Tarsem 

Lal R/O Village Ghagar Sarai Po 

Shambhu Tehsil Rajpura Distt 

Patiala Have Changed My Name 

From Seema Devi To Seema Rani 

I Parwinder Kaur Pawar @ 

Parminder Kaur Pawar W/O 

Bakhshish Singh R/O Vill. 

Khappian Wali Teh & Distt. Sri 

Muktsar Sahib, Punjab-152026 

have Changed My Name To  

Parwinder Kaur All Concern Note 

It 

I Leela Ram S/O Sh Prem 

Ram R/O Unit 359 Asc Supply 

C/O 56 Apo, Chandimandir Cantt 

Panchkula, Haryana, Have 

Changed My Minor Son Name 

From Dipanshu Kumar To 

Dipanshu. 

I Neema W/O Leela Ram 

R/O Unit 359 Asc Supply C/O 56 

Apo, Chandimandir Cantt 

Panchkula, Haryana, Declare 

That In My Husband Army Record 

My Dob Mentioned Is 07-11-1983, 

Whereas My Actual Dob Is 04-02-

1975. 

I Seema Rani W/O Tarsem 

Lal R/O Village Ghagar Sarai Po 

Shambhu Tehsil Rajpura Distt 

Patiala Have Changed My Name 

From Seema Devi To Seema 

Rani. 

I Falel Singh S/O Rikhi Ram  

R/O Ghagar Sarai, Po Shambhu 

Tehsil Rajpura Distt Patiala Have 

Changed My Name From Phulel 

Chand To Falel Singh. 

I, Sushila w/o Rajesh Kumar 

r/o House No. 321, 8 Marala 

Colony, Patel Nagar, Hisar 

125001 ( Haryana) have changed 

my name from Sushila Devi to 

Sushila for all future purposes. 

I, Gian Singh S/o Jarnail 

Singh R/o Village Kalsa Pehowa 

Haryana TO Gyan (Givename) & 

Singh(Surname) 

I, Manjeet Kaur wife of Babu 

Ram Vill.Urnai, Teh.Pehowa, 

Distt.Kurukshetra, Hry. I have 

change my name Manjeet Kaur to 

Rita. All concerd please be note. 

I Ramesh S/O Surjoo Ram 

R/O Kalsa(1), Kurukshetra, 

Haryana-136128 name of my wife 

wrongly written as Neelam in my 

passport no.W4197768. actual 

name of my wife is Kamlesh Devi. 

I, Jaskaran S/o Sahib Singh 

R/o H.No. BX-731, Kishanpura, 

Near Mandir Wali Gali, Jalandhar, 

Punjab 144004 have changed my 

name as Jaskaran Sohal. (Sohal 

as Surname) 

I, Inderjit S/o Sant Ram R/o 

VPO. Begowal, Distt. Kapurthala, 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Inderjit to Inderjit Singh. 

I, Kamal S/o Ashok Kumar 

R/o Near Singh Sabha 

Gurudwara,  VPO. Ladhewali, 

Distt. Jalandhar have changed my 

name from Kamal to Kamal 

Kumar. 

I, Imtiyaz Ahmed Parrey S/o 

Mohd Subhan Parray R/o R/o 

419-C, Type-02, Rail Coach 

Factory Township, Distt. 

Kapurthala-144602, Punjab have 

changed my spelling name to 

Imtiyaz Ahmad Parray. 

I, Ekta Chawla W/o Harish 

Kumar R/o H.No. 231, Master 

Tara Singh Nagar, Jalandhar-

144001, Punjab have changed my 

name from Ekta Chawla to Ekta 

Kakkar. 

I, Jadh Singh S/o Surjit 

Singh R/o Po. Manak Rai, 

Loharan, Distt. Jalandhar-144201, 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Jadh Singh to Jodh Singh. 

I, Gurdiyal S/o Sardara Ram 

R/o H.No. H-14/15, Partap Nagar, 

PO. Model Town, Jalandhar have 

changed my name from Gurdiyal 

to Gurdyal. 

I, Gedela Koteswara Rao 

resident of 1-130, main street, 

VTC : Ponugutivalasa, PO : 

Bodduru, Tehsil: Santhakaviti, 

Distt : Sriakulam, AP - 532127 

have changed name of my son  

from Gedela Karthik to Gedela 

Divikesh Naidu vide Affidavit 

dated  24 July 2024 before 

Executive Magistrate Jalandhar, 

(PB). 

I, Laxmi Devi am legally 

wedded spouse of  Narain Singh   

resident of Village Vijay Enclave, 

PO. Palam, Tehsil Dabri, Distt. 

Nazafgarh, New Delhi-110045 

have changed my name from 

Laxmi Devi to Laxmi vide Affidavit 

dated  24 July 2024 before 

Executive Magistrate Jalandhar, 

(PB). 

I, Samarjit Kaur is  legally 

mother of  Harmaldeep Singh 

resident of 260, Vill. Kalian Malka, 

PO. Kalan Sukha Distt. Bathinda, 

State  Punjab -151102 have 

changed my name from Samarjit 

Kaur to Simarjit Kaur  vide 

Affidavit dated 24 July 2024 

before Executive Magistrate 

Jalandhar, (PB). 

I, Sandeep Kumar Panwar 

S/o 13949297M HAV Late. Sh. 

Satyavir Singh R/o VPO-Kaimla, 

Teh Gharaunda, Distt-Karnal 

(Haryana)- 132114 declare that in 

my father's service records my 

name recorded as Sandeep 

Kumar Panwar but in my 

documents my name written as 

Sandeep Kumar. Kindly correct 

my name as Sandeep Kumar.  

I, Tejinder Singh S/O Rattan 

Singh. Vpo- Chak Sharif, 

Teh/Distt- Gurdaspur. Declare 

That In 10th Class Dmc Of My 

Son Harpreet Singh. My Name 

Wrongly Written As Tajinder 

Singh, My Correct Name Is 

Tejinder Singh. 

I, Gurdeep Singh S/O 

Rashpal Singh R/O Village - 

Katowal. Vtc- Katowal, Po- 

Pandori Bainsan, Sub District - 

Gurdaspur, State- Punjab. Pin 

Code - 143531. Declare That My 

Son Name Kiratpal Singh. But My 

Son Given Name As Kiratpal And 

My Son Surname As Singh. 

I, Number 19007316A Naik 

Davinder Singh Alias Davinder 

Kumar S/O Jarnail Singh. R/O 

Village Bhatton, Post Office 

Takhatgarh, Tehsil Anandpur 

Sahib , Distt Rupnagar Punjab -

140119. Declare That Changed 

My Name Davinder Singh Alias 

Davinder Kumar Is Wrong. But 

My Name Davinder Singh Is 

Correct. Vide Affidavit No. In- 

PB39399981096440W Dated 25-

07-2024 Before Notary Public 

Gurdaspur Punjab. 

I  Aruna Khanna W/O Varun 

Anand   Resident Of  H No 565 

Ward No 04 Krishna Nagar 

Gurdaspur Have Changed My 

Name From Aruna Khanna  To 

Aruna  Concerned Note Please. 

I, Bina Spouse Of   No. 

14452236N Rank Ex Hav Name 

Ramesh Chand Presently 

Residing At Vpo – Badhani, Tehsil 

Pathankot, District Pathankot, 

State Punjab, Have Changed  My 

Name From Bina To Veena Rani 

Vide Affidavit No. In-

PB39418331345519W Dated 

25-07-2024 Before Executive 

Magistrate Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, Bishno Devi Wife Of 

Narinder Lal Residing At Ward 

No. 6, Rulia Ram Colony, Jail 

Road, Gurdaspur, Punjab-

143521, Do Hereby Declare That 

I Have Changed My Name From 

Bishno Devi To Meenakshi Bains. 

All Nears And Dears May Note. 

I  Aruna Khanna W/O Varun 

Anand   Resident Of  H No 565 

Ward No 04 Krishna Nagar 

Gurdaspur Have Changed My 

Name From Aruna Khanna  To 

Aruna  Concerned Note Please. 

I Dinesh Vohra S/o Jawahar 

Lal Vohra R/o 727, Gali Gusaian 

Wali, Katra, Bhai Sant Singh, 

Amritsar have Changed my name 

Dinesh Kumar Vohra. All 

Concerned to note. 

I, Navdeep S/O Satya 

Parkash R/O 3646 Urban Estate 

D Block Jind Tehsil And District 

Jind Have Changed My Name 

From Navdeep To Navdeep 

Sheokand. 

We, Om Prakash S/O Sh. 

Ramdiya Aadhar No. 

950132319599 And Kamlesh 

Devi W/O Om Parkash Aadhar 

No. 890396382792 R/O H.No. 

696/6 Patel Nagar Patiyala 

Chowk Jind Teh. & Distt. Jind 

(Hr.) Declare That Our Daughter 

Is Out Of Our Control. So, We 

Disown Her From Our Movable 

And Immovable Properties. 

Anybody Dealing With Her Will 

Do So At Their Own Risk, We Are 

Not Responsible. 

I, Chetna Kaushal W/O 

(Sanket Sharma) Born On 

02.04.92 Residing At House 

Number 414 Sector 8 Panchkula, 

Have Changed My Name To 

Chetna Sharma. 

I, L Sakhuja W/O Sh. R.K 

Sakhuja R/O H.No 641-A Sector 

8 Panchkula Haryana Declare 

That I Have Changed My Name 

From L Sakhuja To Lubhawini 

Rakesh Kumar Sakhuja. 

I, Sawnit Kaur Is Daughter 

Of Army No: 15349681h Rank: 

Nk Name- Lakhwinder Singh 

Presently Posted At Unit: 62 Engr 

Regt C/O 56 Apo Permanent 

Address: Ward No: 06, Srinagar, 

Hanumangarh Town, 

Hanumangarh, Rajasthan-

335513 Declare That I Have 

Changed My Name From Sawnit 

Kaur To Savneet Kaur.Vide 

Affidavit No:54aa 510494, Dated: 

25/07/24 

I Charanpreet Singh S/O 

Iqbal Singh R/O Ghalla Kalan 

Road Moga Have Changed My 

Name As Charanpreet Singh Gill. 

I Sahil S/O Shinder Pal R/O 

Patti Malsian, District Jalandhar 

Have Changed My Name From 

Sahil To Sahil Kumar. 

I Hardeep Kaur W/O Manjit 

Singh Khosa R/O Kot Karor 

Khurd Distt. Ferozepur Have 

Changed My Name As Hardeep 

Kaur Khosa. 

I Amarjit Singh Sadhu S/O 

Babu Singh R/O H.No.-364/35 

St.No.2 Atam Nagar Jagraon 

Distt. Ludhiana Have Changed 

My Name To Amarjit Singh. 

I Parmjit Kaur W/O Gurdial 

Singh R/O Street No.-I, Bains 

Colony, Una Road Bajwara 

Kalan, Hoshiarpur Punjab Have 

Changed My Name From Parmjit 

Kaur To Paramjeet Kaur. 

I Karamjit Kaur W/O Gurjit 

Singh R/O Vpo. Bhinder Kalan 

Distt. Moga Have Changed My 

Name To Karamjeet Kaur. 
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Union budget 2024- a
thrust on agriculture
for a visit bharatBiju

DharmapalanIn the Union
Budget 2024 presented by
Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman,
great emphasis has been
placed on agriculture and
space. Both are essential pil-
lars for transforming our
country into a developed
nation. 
The latter is futuristic, and the
former is the lifeline of the
present generation. No nation
can survive without the farm-
ing community, and they are
the ‘Annadata’. In the chang-
ing global climate and envi-
ronmental conditions, the
traditional farming sector
would not be sufficient to feed
the population. The govern-
ment has allocated
Rs.1,51,851 crores for the
agricultural and allied sectors.
Stress has been given to agri-
cultural research to increase
productivity and release 109
new high-yielding and cli-
mate-resilient varieties of 32
field and horticulture crops. 
Climate-resilient crops have
become essential under the
prevailing global climatic con-
ditions. During the past few
years, we have noticed
changes in the climate in

various parts of the country.
We had severe summers even
in high altitudes of the
Himalayas and a deficit in
rain during the monsoons.
This has badly affected the
agricultural sector, where
most of our crop cultivation
is based on climatic patterns. 
Farmers are forced to grow
temperate plants like apples
and grapes in plains. People
are even trying to grow rain-
fed crops like paddy in garden
pots. Change in agricultural
patterns is inevitable. Climate
change affects agriculture in
numerous ways. Heat stress
triggers alterations in respira-
tion and photosynthesis,
resulting in a reduced life
cycle and decreased plant
yield. Additionally, higher
temperatures can lead to
increased evapotranspiration,
necessitating more water for
crops when water resources

are scarcer.Experiencing
drought-like situations in sev-
eral parts of the country due
to climate changes has badly
affected the soil health, mak-
ing the farmland unhealthy
for future farming. Moreover,
the frequency and severity of
droughts are expected to rise,
particularly in regions that are
already water-stressed.
Drought conditions reduce
crop yields and affect soil
health, making it more diffi-
cult for future crops to grow. 
On the other hand, excessive
rainfall and flooding, becom-
ing more common, can
destroy crops, erode soil, and
wash away essential nutrients.
Extreme weather patterns
will not only affect crop pro-
ductivity and microbial bio-
diversity, which keeps our
planet healthy.In addition, it
will expedite the emergence of
new pests and diseases that
may affect crop growth and
productivity. The emergence
of new diseases may even lead
to a pandemic affecting sev-
eral crop species across the
globe. This may jeopardise
our food security. Developing
resilient crops for the next
century is a challenging task.
It requires significant invest-
ment in research and devel-

opment. Our laboratories in
the agricultural universities
need thorough transforma-
tion. They need to be
equipped with state-of-the-art
facilities that can handle mol-
ecular breeding programmes
and large crop phenomics
facilities that can speed up the
development of new crop
varieties. Our scientific com-
munity should acknowledge
the farmers and share the
benefits of the genes taken
from traditional varieties for
developing resilient crops. 
By promoting healthy soils,
biodiversity, and resilience,
natural farming has the
potential to support long-
term food security and envi-
ronmental health. 
Agriculture is not merely an
occupation; it is the bedrock
of our food supply and a crit-
ical component in balancing
the health of our planet. So,
we need to promote and
incentivise our  farmers who
take up new technologies so
that farming remains a viable
and respected profession for
youngsters. 

(The writer is an adjunct
faculty at the National

Institute of Advanced
Studies, Bengaluru; views

are personal)  
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Madam — The Telangana-cadre IAS
officer Smita Sabharwal is being criti-
cized for questioning the need for a dis-
ability quota in civil services. She asked
the "rights activists" to examine why the
policy was yet to be implemented in
police services, foreign services, and the
defense sector. By raising such ques-
tions, she violated the code of conduct
for civil servants and is punishable
under the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act 2016 and other relevant
laws. Prominent coach and mentor of
civil services aspirants in Hyderabad,
Bala Latha Mallavarapu, challenged
Smita to sit for the UPSC examination
again and beat her score. The Supreme
Court recently ruled in favor of Pankaj
Kumar Srivastava, a 100 percent visu-
ally impaired candidate who cleared the
Civil Services Examination in 2009
but was denied an appointment. This
ruling marks a significant milestone in
the fight for disability rights in India.
inappropriate remarks.

Yash Pal Ralhan| Jalandhar

"����#��$���#��%�����$������
Madam —Joe Biden Withdraws from
Presidential RaceMadam,Accepting the
views of prominent Democratic leaders,
including former President Barack
Obama, President Joe Biden has
announced his withdrawal from the
presidential race. Age is not on his side,
and Donald Trump, after surviving an
assassination attempt, has gained
momentum. Vice President Kamala
Harris is likely to take on the aging
Donald Trump. In India, Kamala Harris’
presumptive nomination elicited only
lukewarm enthusiasm. During the 2019
election campaign, she criticised Prime
Minister Modi’s policies on Kashmir,
saying, “We have to remind Kashmiris
that they are not alone in the world.”
The possibility of tension in relations
between the two countries, despite
statements of warm friendship, cannot
be ignored.

Haridasan Rajan | Kozhikode

"&�'�����������
Madam — Apropos the news headline
"Less Tax, More Jobs" (July 24). Finance
Minister (FM) Nirmala Sitharaman’s
2024 Union budget should be the bud-
get of the whole country, but the FM has
presented it as if it is the NDA's bud-
get. To make matters worse, taxpayers
have to foot the bill for the NDA gov-
ernment’s political survival. There is
nothing wrong when the Leader of the
Opposition (LoP) Rahul Gandhi criti-
cizes the NDA government's Union
Budget, claiming it undermines India's
federal structure. He highlights neglect
towards other states and vows to advo-
cate for equal justice. INDIA protests
against the 'Kursi Bachao' Budget in
Parliament.
Interestingly, FM Sitharaman, elected
from Karnataka, provided nothing in
the budget for her state, which is ruled
by the Congress. In her Purvodaya
scheme for the all-round development
of Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal,
Odisha, and Andhra Pradesh, only
Bihar and Andhra Pradesh benefit sig-
nificantly. For instance, Rs 11,500 crore
was allocated to Bihar for flood mitiga-
tion, while West Bengal, one of the worst
flood-affected states, is crying for help.
Salaried employees in the new tax
regime will save up to Rs 17,500 in
income tax. Corporate tax rates on for-
eign companies were reduced to 25%.
Family pensions were enhanced from Rs
15,000 to Rs 25,000. 
However, nearly 60 lakh EPF pension-
ers have been receiving Rs 920 to Rs
1000 per month since 1995 without any
increase.The government deserves
praise for exempting three cancer med-
icines from custom duties and allocat-
ing Rs 2.2 lakh crore to make housing
more affordable. It’s also commendable
that FM Sitharaman has introduced an
internship program similar to Congress'
Nyay Patra. Overall it is a mix bag but
could have addressed the pressing
issues on priority.
Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee| Faridabad
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Kamal Dahal,Prachanda. In
this manner, yet another coali-
tion of Communist Party of
Nepal (Unified Marxist-
Leninist) and Nepali Congress
came into existence today fol-
lowing the humiliating defeat
of Prachanda, a diehard loyal-
ist of China' on the floor of
house .New regime will be
headed by Ex PM,Oli which
had preceded withdrawal of
the support to current PM, on
July 3, 2024 thereby reducing
it into minority. The Janata
Samajwadi party led by Ashok
Rai having 7 PMs also with-
drew the support and recalled
three ministers from
Prachanda government.
The coalition government will
be dominated by Pro India,
Nepali Congress, though a
die-hard communist leader,
former PM, Oli will be head-
ing it for a term of one half year
which will be followed by a
takeover by former PM, Deuba
of Nepali congress as agreed
by two coalition partners.
Foreign policy experts say that
major factors responsible for
the collapse of collation of
Prachnda-Oli, duo, included
Power Struggle, style of func-
tioning of prime minister,
Policy Differences, Coalition
Dynamics and Coalition
Dynamics which may lead to
more stable dispensation com-
prising of Nepali Congress,
Nepal (Unified Marxist-
Leninist) and Janata
Samajwadi party.
Amidst the toppling game,

midnight power sharing agree-
ment between two former
Prime ministers, viz. Sher
Bahadur Deuba, and Nepali
Congress and K.P.S.Oli chair-
man of Communist Party of
Nepal (Unified Marxist-
Leninist) was signed on July 5,
2024 thereby leading to a sud-
den change of regime in Nepal.
New coalition government of
Oli and Deuba is bound to face
multiple challenges which will
be key to success otherwise its
fallout could be midterm polls.
The fragile nature of the new
government consisting of the
communists (Pro China) and
Nepali Congress (Pro India)
having opposing ideologies
could pose a major challenge
to keep them in unison and
amalgamated.
Oli and Deuba combine will

be under compulsion to keep
equi-distance with two region-
al powers viz. India and China
which have got geo-political
and strategic interests in the
affairs of Nepal.  Oli's previous
stint as PM was marked by his
extreme Anti India action of
redrawing the map which had
shown Indian territories
including Lipulekh,
Limpiyadhura and Kalapani as
part of Nepal. It had exasper-
ated India which rejected this
misadventure thereby terming
it as baseless besides being an
attempt to spoil ties. Now, as
dominant partner in the coali-
tion, the onus of checking
this tendency will lie on Deuba
to prevail upon Oli to come

out of Anti-India mentality
and protect age-old relations
between two nations.
The communists regimes led
by Prachanda always gave
clear indications about the
commitment to China which
will expect new government to
go ahead with Belt and Road
(BRI) initiative especially when
outgoing PM  has approved
the proposal which had been
signed between two countries
on May 12, 2017. 
It will be an uphill task for Oli
to stick to his predecessors'
resolve to toe China's line
about BRI as Nepali congress
is totally opposed to it hence
chances of any progress seem
to be remote. It will be a test
of the new government to
deal with India's Agnipath
scheme which is one of the
major irritants so far.  Nepal's
border issues with India,
including disputes over terri-
tories require a multifaceted
approach. 
Strengthening the Nepal-India
Joint Boundary Commission
to expedite the resolution of
boundary issues through tech-
nical and diplomatic means
may yield positive results. The
survival of the coalition will
depend solely on mutual trust
of partners and balanced
diplomatic strategy and refrain
from offending two regional
giants which had been lacking
in the past. 

(Writer is a senior journalist
and a political analyst; views

are personal)
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Politicians have been
grabbing the power by
f o l l o w i n g
Machiavavillan princi-
ple of showing complete

disrespect to means, the morali-
ty and values.  This is true of
Pushpa Kamal Dahal who  fell
from the grace  after facing
humiliating defeat while seeking
trust vote in Nepal parliament.
While seeking trust vote in Nepal
parliament, Prachnda faced the
worst type of humiliating defeat
as he got 63 votes (Rashtria
Swatantra Party-21,CPN(US)-10
and his party-32)as against 194
votes of new coalition combina-
tion of Nepali Congress(89 MPs)
and Nepal (Unified Marxist-
Leninist)(78 MPs) which also
got support from other smaller
parties like Rastriya Prajatantra
Party(RPP),Janata Samajwadi
Party(Upendra faction) etc. in the
house of 275 where majority
mark was 138 only. Oli has staked
claim after president Ram
Chandra Poedel invited the polit-
ical parties having strength to
form the government.
In a positive move, Dr. Rajan
Bhattarai, the Foreign Affairs
Department chief and a Standing
Committee member of the CPN-
UML emphasized that CPN-
UML believes that Nepal's
progress or the welfare of its peo-
ple can be achieved only by
adopting a Pro -India stance. He
made it clear that the party's
chairman, KP Sharma Oli, is
keen on taking Nepal-India rela-
tions to new heights thereby
aligning with the requirement and
urgency of the modern era.
Due to fragile nature of democ-
racy in Nepal, unabated and per-
sistent instability has been trade-
mark of the government which is
evident from 16 time change of
guards in the span of 13 years
thereby hitting the interests of the
common people in the country
besides pushing the country into
financial crisis and debt liabilities
especially huge loans advanced by
China.
In a midnight swoop and a dra-
matic turn of events on July 9, a
secret deal was clinched between
two former Prime ministers viz.
Sher Bahadur Deuba of Nepali
and K.P.S. Oli of Nepal (Unified
Marxist-Leninist) which sealed
the fate of current PM,Pushpa
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Visitors to Drass, a town
situated at an altitude of
10,760 feet (3,279

metres) in India-administered
Kashmir, are greeted with a
signboard that says at -60
degrees Celsius on January 9,
1995, it was the second-cold-
est inhabited place on the
planet. Drass, located in Kargil
district, has an additional claim
to fame. In the summer of
1999, it was on its western edge
with rocky and barren
Himalayan peaks that India
and Pakistan fought their last
war. 
That year, Pakistan’s military
and Kashmiri rebels occupied
strategic positions on the
Indian side of the de facto bor-
der between them (known as
the Line of Control or LoC),
prompting a counter-offen-
sive by India. While 

Pakistan had named its move 
to take over the control of
Indian posts along the LoC as
'Operation Badr,' India called
its offensive 'Operation Vijay'.It
was a war fought in the era of
satellite news channels. The
battles were broadcast direct-
ly to homes in both countries,
making Drass and Kargil as a
whole, a symbol of India’s
nationalism, inspiring a raft of
jingoistic Bollywood movies.
This July 26 is the 25th Kargil
Vijay Divas. On this day in

1999, the Indian forces threw
out the Pakistanis from the
incursion points in the gener-
al area of Kargil, which they
had illegally occupied, bring-
ing to a close a two-month war.
It was a tough war, fought on
sheer grit and courage, as
gutsy young officers, most of
them in their twenties, led
equally brave soldiers up naked
rock faces and managed to
evict the enemy within weeks.
Names such as Tiger Hill,
Tololing, Point 5140, Point
4700, Three Pimples, Chorbat
La, Point 5203, Point 4875,
Khalubar, and Jubar Top
became household names
across the country. On 26 July
1999, the Kargil conflict offi-
cially came to an end. The
Indian Army announced the
complete eviction of Pakistani
intruders, but a price was paid

for it in blood and tears. We
lost 527 of our brave soldiers;
1363 came back wounded.
The Indian army has marked
July 26 – the day the Kargil war
ended – as “Vijay Diwas”
(Victory Day). 
Every year for the past 25
years, the whole nation cele-
brates proudly on this day.
Army also undertakes com-
memorative treks on the Icy
features, where our Braves
became invincibles. What
seemed an impossible task to
the world, was accomplished
in a mere 50 days, with all the
features lost, back under our
control. 
The '50 Day War' as it is fond-
ly called, was a record in
itself.Whenever the story of
Kargil is told, it shall be incom-
plete without paying homage
to the steely resolve and cold

courage of these young men
who went to fight for their
nation knowing that they
might never return. Barely
out of the academy, they
fought against all odds, with
single-minded devotion, and
set new benchmarks in hero-
ism. Their spirit and daring
will be difficult to replicate.
The war will always be remem-
bered for its strategic and tac-

tical surprise, the self-imposed
national strategy of restraint in
keeping the war limited to the
Kargil–Siachen sector, military
strategy and planning, and
the dedication, determination
and daring junior leadership at
the tactical level. 
In fiercely fought combat
actions, on the most difficult
terrain that gave immense
advantage to the enemy, we
were able to evict Pakistani
troops from most of their sur-
reptitiously occupied posi-
tions. The Pakistani leadership
was forced to sue for a cease-
fire and seek the withdrawal of
its troops from the remaining
areas. Operation Vijay – the
Indian codename for the war
– was a blend of strong and
determined political, military
and diplomatic actions, which
enabled us to transform an

adverse situation into a mili-
tary and diplomatic victory. As
two prime ministers of
Pakistan later acknowledged,
‘Kargil war was Pakistan's
biggest blunder and disaster.'
A reflection on the Kargil
War can never be complete
without a mention of the bril-
liant junior leadership that we
witnessed during battles. 
Such acts  by young officers
and men can never be forgot-
ten. They make us proud.
Commanding officers of many
infantry battalions displayed
steely resilience and single-
minded devotion to duty.
There were actions by young
artillery forward observation
officers and battery comman-
ders who took over infantry
companies when their compa-
ny commander colleagues
were killed. A victory in war is

achieved when battles are won.
Battles are won when soldiers
put duty before themselves.
Soldiers who put their lives at
stake in wars and war-like sit-
uations and expect nothing in
return. But what the nation
owes to them is recognition
and gratitude. For every single
brave deed noticed and recog-
nized, many went unnoticed in
the fog of war. These legendary
tales deserve mention not only
in our military history books
but also in school textbooks to
serve as inspiration for young
people. This success shall not
be taken for granted. With
heights averaging 15000 feet,
bone-chilling temperatures
and a dominating hostility, the
Kargil war in itself is a global
legend.

(The author is freelance
writer; views are personal)
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tering entrepreneurship. Such
positive support for this crucial
sector is bound to give it the con-
fidence to shed its risk-averse
nature and grow with ambition
on the road to 2047.

Skilling and Job Creation
With this budget,  the
Government has responded pos-
itively to the need for job oppor-
tunities and skill development
among youth in our country. The
continued emphasis on skilling
will allow training institutions
and large corporations to partic-
ipate in creating a pool of profes-
sionally trained manpower that
would be readily absorbed by
them and the larger MSME
ecosystem, which is  often
strained for funds for training
purposes. Meticulous implemen-
tation will, however, be key to set-
ting the ball rolling in the right
direction of creating jobs.Rural
Economy

The rural economy
continued to receive support

from the government,  as
strengthening this segment will
be crucial for the sustained eco-
nomic growth of the country.
Budget 2024 had some big
announcements for them that
would increase productivity and
food security in grains and
oilseeds. Such measures will go a
long way in creating new eco-
nomic clusters that will support
sustained growth. 
With 1 crore farmers to be
trained in natural farming, mar-
keting, certification, and brand-

ing, organic farming is all set to
receive a big stimulus. The focus
on addressing the impact of cli-
mate on our food basket show-
cases the government's long-
term vision towards building
resilience in the ecosystem.’

Start-ups and E-Commerce
There is general cheer in the
start-up ecosystem across India
over the abolition of the angle tax,
proposed in the budget. 
Angel tax, introduced in 2012,
was imposed on the capital raised
by unlisted companies through
the issue of shares to Indian
investors if the share price
exceeded the fair market value
(FMV) of the company.Traders
and artisans using e-commerce
sites got a lift up in this budget
when TDS was not just reduced
but TDS delays were decriminal-
ized. 
E-commerce exports, $2 billion
now, are expected to be $350 bil-
lion by 2030. With revised cus-
tom duties, the Government
hopes to give the required fillip
to these artisans/traders who sell
their wares using websites, in line
with its Make in India strategy.

Energy security
India is a fast-developing econ-
omy and our energy needs are
rising rapidly. By encouraging
private investment in setting up
small nuclear energy reactors
and encouraging R&D into newer
forms of nuclear energy, the bud-
get aims to achieve India’s goals
of energy security. 
With regular energy audits across

clusters, larger commercial ther-
mal plants and a pumped storage
policy, the budget aims to help
India cope with the rising
demand without missing a step.
However, our green economy
targets are very ambitious and
much more needs to be done to
ensure our transition to green
fuels.

Digitization of Land Records
This one step is perhaps the most
impactful step the budget has
outlined for the growth of India’s
economy. Vast tracts of our land,
especially in rural India, are
often embroiled in disputes with
no proper documentation. This
is a key hurdle in land acquisition
for major projects. By digitising
these records across India, the
Government will end middlemen
and reduce the number of land
cases in the legal system.Overall,
the Union Budget 2024-25 rein-
forces the Government’s commit-
ment to sustained long-term
growth. 
With strategic investments and
forward-looking policies, India is
poised to navigate global chal-
lenges while harnessing its
immense potential for socio-
economic development. The road
towards Viksit Bharat could have
its set of challenges, especially
given the global dynamics, but
the sustained vision and progres-
sive policy support will help
realise the dream of a Viksit
Bharat.

(The writer is secretary general
of ASSOCHEM; views expressed

are personal)

In a pivotal move aimed at strength-
ening India’s economic prowess, the
Union Budget for the fiscal year
2024-25 has made significant
strides in assuring continuity of

progressive reforms. There is cheer in the
MSME, E-commerce and start-up worlds,
which have been extended additional
support as the country progresses on the
road towards a Viksit Bharat. The Finance
Minister made various announcements
to empower the Garib, Mahila, Yuva and
Kissan. The announcements made under
this budget are timely and set to propel
the Indian economy to new heights dur-
ing the Amrit Kaal, enhancing its
resilience in an ever-evolving global
landscape. 

A booster for MSMEs
The budget rightfully supports the bot-
tom of the industrial pyramid by offer-
ing much-needed ease of credit for the
MSME segment. India has 633.9 lakh
MSMEs, where over 99% of them qual-
ify as micro-enterprises that make up
630.5 lakh enterprises. One of the criti-
cal reasons why micro enterprises (with
investments up to INR 10 million) do not
graduate to being small or medium
enterprises is the lack of access to formal
credit. By doubling the MUDRA loan
amounts and setting up new SIDBI
branches, credit will now be more acces-
sible to these organizations. Other steps
(mandator y Trade Receivables
Discounting System) have improved liq-
uidity, while Industrial parks will provide
the much-needed digital support that
MSMEs usually cannot afford for growth.
Additionally, the new credit guarantee
scheme for MSMEs offers term loans
without collateral or third-party guaran-
tees, significantly easing the financial
burden on small business owners and fos-
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APhilippine oil tanker sank
in Manila Bay early  on

Thursday after encountering
huge waves, and the coast
guard was working to deter-
mine whether the vessel was
leaking oil — in what could be
a major spill — after it rescued
16 of 17 crew members in a
nighttime operation, officials
said.
The tanker Terra Nova left
Bataan province en route to the
central province of Iloilo with
about 1.4 million liters
(370,000 gallons) of industri-
al fuel oil stored in watertight
tanks when it got buffeted by
huge waves and took on water.
The crew struggled to steer the
tanker back to port but it
eventually sank shortly after
midnight, coast guard
spokesperson Rear Admiral

Armando Balilo said, citing
statements from surviving
crew members.
The sinking followed days of
monsoon rains, exacerbated by
a passing offshore typhoon,
that caused landslides and
floodings across the archipel-
ago, leaving at least 22 people
dead and displacing more than
half a million people.
An aerial survey spotted an oil
spill about 3.7 kilometers (2.3
miles) long near the rough sea-
waters where the tanker sank
but that may have come from
the fuel intended to power the
tanker’s engine, not the much
greater amount of fuel the
Terra Nova was carrying as
cargo, Balilo said.
A coast guard ship, the BRP
Melchora Aquino, was in the
waters where the tanker sank,
more than 6 kilometers (about
4 miles) from Bataan province’s

coast, to search for the last
missing crewman and to carry
out an initial assessment of the
tanker’s fuel oil cargo, Balilo
told an online news confer-
ence. He added that the coast
guard was bracing to contain
a possible major oil spill.
“There’s a big danger that
Manila would be affected, its
shorelines, if the fuel leaks
because this happened within
Manila Bay. It’s part of the con-
tingency we’re preparing for,”
Balilo said. “The effect on the
marine environment would
not be good.”
Balilo later said the oil tanker
sank at a relatively shallow
depth of 34 meters (111 feet),
based on an initial assessment,
and raised the possibility that
its fuel oil cargo could be
siphoned off by special ships in
a delicate operation that could
take about a week.
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The United States is con-
cerned about the possibili-

ty of growing Chinese presence
in Bangladesh, a senior admin-
istration official has told the law-
makers.     
“We are concerned about the
possibility of a growing Chinese
presence in Bangladesh. But I
would say the Bangladeshis
have been pretty careful about
not overextending quickly,”
Assistant Secretary of State for
South and Central Asia told the
lawmakers during a
Congressional hearing on
Tuesday.
“In terms of Russia, Chinese
influence in Bangladesh in that
area, have you seen any uh
things that are concerning in
that regard as well?”
Congressman Bill Keating
asked.
“I would say the most influen-
tial country in Bangladesh is
actually not Russia or China, it’s
India. And we have a really
active dialogue with India about
our policies in Bangladesh and

throughout the wider region,”
Lu said in response to the ques-
tion.
Congresswoman Young Kim
said the Chinese Communist
Party is a top trading partner for
Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka,
Pakistan and Afghanistan,
which is around America’s
strategic partner India.
“The PLA’s presence is also
intensifying both along the
Indian border and in the Indian
Ocean. Aid and cooperation
play a pivotal role not only in
advancing US interests in South
Asia, but also in enhancing
their prosperity and keeping the
region free and open,” she said.
Responding to another question
from Congressman Andy Kim,
Lu said that the recently held
elections in Bangladesh had
less violence than the previous
two. 
“We believe that these elections
were less violent than the last
two in Bangladesh, in part due
to both government and oppo-
sition taking a step back because
of the threat of sanctions,” he
said.
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APakistani court on
Thursday set aside the

physical remand of Imran Khan
in connection with 12 cases
linked to last year’s May 9 riots,
in a major relief to the jailed for-
mer prime minister who has
been imprisoned for almost a
year. On July 16, an anti-terror-
ism court granted Punjab police
Khan’s 10-day physical remand
in a dozen cases linked to the
May 9 riots. Supporters of Khan
attacked several important gov-
ernment buildings and army
installations following his arrest
in an alleged corruption case in
May last year.
The Punjab police last week
arrested Khan in 12 terrorism
cases, including an attack on a
senior army officer in Lahore,
soon after he and his wife
Bushra Bibi were acquitted in
the Iddat case, making sure the
cricketer-turned-politician
remains in Adiala Jail in
Rawalpindi.
On July 18, Khan approached
the Lahore High Court chal-
lenging his physical remand in
12 criminal cases of last year’s
violent attacks on military facil-
ities and other properties,
including the Lahore corps
commander’s residence.
Khan, the 71-year-old Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) founder,
had argued that the anti-terror-
ism court order be declared ille-
gal and set aside, and that his
custody be transferred from
the police to judicial custody.
“The Lahore High Court’s two-
member bench grilled the
Punjab prosecutor general for
seeking physical remand of
Imran Khan for more days to
conduct polygraph, voice
matching and other tests. As the
suspect was already in custody
why the police need his physi-
cal remand for the purpose as
they could have done it much
earlier in jail even without a
physical remand,” a court offi-
cial told PTI after the 
hearing.
The two-member bench com-
prising Justice Tariq Saleem
Sheikh and Justice Anwarul
Haq Pannu further noted that

what kind of evidence the prob-
ing team want to get from the
suspect (Khan).
The court asked the Punjab
prosecutor general to read out
the transcript of Khan under
which police have registered
multiple cases against for incit-
ing the public to attack the state
and military installations. 
“Physical remand is a serious
matter. It is not acceptable if you
say a girl is not a girl but a boy,”
Justice Pannu remarked and
further noted “judges are being
given more threats these days.”
“The court official further said
the LHC observed that if Imran
Khan was not leading the vio-
lent protest no case could be
instituted against him. On this
the prosecutor general argued
that Khan incited the public,”
the court official said.
After hearing the arguments of
the prosecutor general and
Khan’s counsel, the LHC set
aside the anti-terrorism court’s
decision to grant his physical
remand noting that he will
remain in judicial custody in
these cases. Khan is facing over
200 cases mostly of which he is
on bail. He has been in jail since
August last year.
The PTI believes he is being
arrested in more cases on the
behest of the powerful military
establishment to make sure that
he does not come out of jail. 
Separately, Khan filed a petition
against his potential handover
to military custody in connec-
tion with the May 9 riot cases,
arguing that detainees involved
in the events should remain

under the jurisdiction of civil-
ian courts.
The petition was submitted by
Khan’s lawyer, Uzair Karamat, to
the Lahore High Court. The
federal government and the
Inspector Generals (IGs) of all
four provinces have been made
respondents in the case, the
Express Tribune newspaper
reported.
Khan said that a false narrative
had been constructed, accusing
him of inciting protests at the
General Headquarters (GHQ).
He described the May 9 incident
as a “false flag operation,” assert-
ing that those who stole the
CCTV footage of the events
were the true culprits.
He criticised the comparison of
the May 9 incident to the US
Capitol Hill protests on January
6, 2021, highlighting that a
thorough and transparent inves-
tigation was conducted in the
case, leading to the punishment
of only the involved individuals,
without implicating the entire
Republican Party of Doland
Trump.
The former premier urged the
court to order that custody in
the May 9 cases remain with
civilian courts and to issue a stay

order preventing his handover
to military authorities.
On Monday, the cricketer-
turned-politician expressed
concerns that he and his wife,
Bushra Bibi, might be sent to a
military jail in connection with
the May 9 riot cases.
“They plan to send me to a mil-
itary jail for the May 9 inci-
dents,” he said while speaking to
the media during a hearing of
the Al-Qadir Trust case in the
Adiala Jail Rawalpindi.
He had lamented the biased
treatment meted out to Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) workers
detained in military jails, sug-
gesting a plan to also incarcer-
ate him under similar charges.
Khan was booked on the
charges of abetment in attacks
on Lahore Corps Commander
House known as Jinnah House,
Askari Tower, and Shadman
police station on May 9, 2023.
He clarified that he had called
for peaceful protests outside the
army’s General Headquarters
(GHQ) if arrested but never
authorised any violent actions.
Khan accused Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI) of stealing
CCTV footage related to the
May 9 events.
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Germany’s busiest airport
canceled more than 100

flights Thursday as environ-
mental activists launched a
coordinated effort to disrupt air
travel across Europe at the
height of the summer holiday
season to highlight the threat
posed by climate change.
Frankfurt Airport said flights
were halted for safety reasons
after climate activists breached
security fences, triggering a
response from police, firefight-
ers and airport security officers.
All runways were back in oper-
ation by 7:50 am local time, it
said. About 140 flights have
been cancelled so far, but fur-
ther disruptions are expected
throughout the day, the airport
said.
Environmental groups said
they planned to target airports
around Europe this summer to
remind people about the link
between fossil fuels, such as
those used by airliners, and cli-
mate change. The groups are
calling for governments around
the world to end the extraction
and burning of fossil fuels by
2030.
“We sharply condemn these
unauthorized demonstrations,
and we reserve the right to take
legal action against the partic-
ipants,” Frankfurt Airport said.
“Their activities pose severe
danger to flight operations –
possibly putting human life at
risk.”
Climate data showed that
Monday was the hottest day
ever recorded as human-caused
climate change continues to
drive unprecedented heat and
growing weather extremes.
Global investments in planet-
warming oil and gas are expect-
ed to increase by 7 per cent this
year, according to the
International Energy Agency,
despite global promises to slash
fossil fuel use.
Flying is considered one of the
most carbon-intensive activi-
ties, but the aviation industry
is expected to grow steadily
over the coming decades
despite efforts to contain the
climate crisis.
The Last Generation group,
which organized the Frankfurt

demonstration, said six protest-
ers cut holes in the perimeter
fence and headed toward the
runways on foot, bicycles and
skateboards.
It was the second time in as
many days that a protest by Last
Generation caused disruption
at a German airport.
On Wednesday, five protesters
glued themselves to a taxiway
at Cologne-Bonn Airport, forc-
ing a roughly three-hour halt to
flights. That protest resulted in
31 flights being canceled. There
were other protests or attempt-
ed protests in other European
countries.
Climate activists staged similar
actions in Finland, Norway,
Switzerland and Spain on
Wednesday.
At Helsinki Airport, a handful
of protesters blocked the main
check-in area for about 30
minutes, but police said the
demonstration caused no
delays to flights or other dis-
ruption.
At Oslo’s main Gardermoen
airport, three activists managed
to enter the runway area early
Wednesday, waving banners
and disrupting air traffic for
about half an hour. 
Police said there were no major
flight delays. Police in London
said Wednesday that they pre-
vented a planned protest at

Heathrow Airport that could
have had a significant impact
on Europe’s largest airport.
Seven members of the group
known as Just Stop Oil were
arrested at Heathrow and three
others were taken into custody
at other locations as part of an
“intelligence-led” operation,
the Metropolitan Police Service
said in a statement.
One of those arrested in
London was Sean Callaghan,
29, who described himself as an
environmental educator.
“I’m taking action at airports
this summer because it is
impossible for me to see a way
in which we can inspire and
enthuse students about the
future of our planet,” Callaghan
said in a video posted on social
media.
Last week, the German Cabinet
approved legislation that would
impose tougher penalties on
people who break through air-
port perimeters.
The bill, which still requires
approval by lawmakers, fore-
sees punishment ranging up to
a two-year prison sentence for
people who intentionally
intrude on airside areas of air-
ports such as taxiways or run-
ways, endanger civil aviation,
or enable someone else to.
Currently such intrusions only
draw a fine.
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Islamabad (PTI): Pakistan’s
Election Commission has noti-
fied 39 successful MPs as law-
makers of Imran Khan’s party
after the Supreme Court
ordered the top electoral body
to do so in its verdict on the
reserved seats case, a media
report said on Thursday.
The notification for the 39
MNAs (Member of the
National Assembly of Pakistan)
was issued on Wednesday, the
Dawn newspaper reported.
On July 12, the Supreme Court
declared jailed former prime
minister Khan’s Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) eligible
to receive reserved seats for
women and non-Muslims in
the national and provincial
assemblies, giving the party a
new lease on life in the legisla-
ture by declaring it to be a par-
liamentary party.

Despite an 8-5 split, all 13
judges declared the PTI a par-
liamentary party. The majori-
ty judgement explained that 39
out of the 80 MNAs, shown by
the ECP as PTI candidates,
belonged to the party. The rest
of the 41 independents would
have to file duly signed and
notarised statements before
the commission within 15 days,
explaining that they contested
the February 8 general elec-
tions as a candidate of a partic-
ular political party, the paper
said. The ECP had finally
decided last week to implement
the apex court’s decision. In a
notification, the ECP said the
following “returned candidates
against general seats of
National Assembly are declared
to have been returned as can-
didates” of Khan’s political
party.


�� �(�2�!/�45�/&##!//2&�
1/��/��� ���$�6!"/

&%��/.!"�0�$$�
���������(!/(�2��� 
.�/��!2! #!��(
��� �(�� ��
/!#&"�(��("���
Hong Kong (AP): A defence
lawyer said on Thursday that
prominent publisher Jimmy
Lai will testify in his defence in
the landmark national securi-
ty trial brought under a
Beijing-imposed law that has
all but wiped out public dis-
sent. Lai, the 76-year-old
founder of the now-defunct
Apple Daily newspaper, was
arrested in 2020 during a
crackdown on the mass pro-
democracy protests that rocked
Hong Kong in 2019. He was
charged with colluding with
foreign forces to endanger
national security and conspir-
ing with others to put out sedi-
tious publications. If convict-
ed, he faces up to life in prison. 
On Wednesday, Lai’s lawyer
Robert Pang argued his client
had no case to answer because
the prosecutors’ evidence was
insufficient. Pang said the
prosecution had failed to prove
Lai’s intent after the introduc-
tion of the 2020 law and
stressed the importance of
freedom of speech.
But judges Esther Toh, Susana
D’Almada Remedios and Alex
Lee ruled against him on
Thursday. “Having considered
all the submission, we ruled
that the first defendant has a
case to answer on all charges,”
Toh said, without elaborating.
Pang later said in court that Lai
would testify in his defense, but
when he would do so was not
immediately settled.
Observers said Lai’s high-pro-
file case, which has already
stretched over 90 days, is a trial
of press freedom and a test for
judicial independence in the
Asian financial hub.
When Britain handed back
Hong Kong to China in 1997,
the city was promised to have
its Western-style civil liberties
kept intact for 50 years.
However, the freedoms that
once set Hong Kong apart
from mainland China, includ-
ing freedoms of press and
assembly, have drastically
shrunk since the enactment of
the 2020 security law. 
Beijing and Hong Kong gov-
ernments insist that the law
brought back stability to the
city following the social 
unrest.
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Days of China investing in
Pakistan is now a thing of

the past, a senior administra-
tion official has told the law-
makers noting that the United
States is the future.
“China is the past in terms of
investments in Pakistan, we
are the future,” Assistant
Secretary of State for South
and Central Asia Donald Lu
told lawmakers during a
Congressional hearing on
Tuesday.
Lu was responding to ques-
tions from the Congressmen,
who expressed concerns over
the Chinese investment in
Pakistan and other countries
in South and Central Asia,
including Sri Lanka and
Maldives.
“I would argue the Chinese
plan is to have a military base
in every country and every
infrastructure project is made
with high interest Chinese
loans and low paid Chinese
workers. We just see this
model all throughout the
region,” he said.  The Chinese
bring in their own workers.

They don’t actually train local
workers to do their enterpris-
es. They extract minerals, lit-
erally take gold and copper
from the ground and just ship
it back for processing in
China.
“They don’t spend any money
in local communities. This is
going to have a boomerang
effect for Chinese businesses
and their interests. We talked
about Pakistan and the invest-
ments there, USD26 billion.
They put a huge amount of
money in Pakistan. I actually
don’t see them putting a dime
in there right now because
they’re really worried about
whether they’re going to get
their money back there,” he
said.
“Their really terrible invest-
ment strategy is biting them in
the ass and we have an oppor-
tunity to do a better job to
make sure countries know
there are options and they
don’t have to be beholden to
one,” Lu said.
Congressman Rich
McCormick said China has
vastly outspent the United
States throughout the entire

region, especially in Pakistan
since 2012. They are making
solid progress in the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor
known as CPAK. 
This gives China a significant
leverage over Pakistan, he
noted.
“I’m really worried about the
future as we invest, how do we
leverage our position with
Pakistan, our historic relation-
ship given also our relation-
ship with India and that’s
developing very quickly. How
do we balance that and keep
that in our advantage?” he
asked.
Lu said the US is facing ongo-
ing challenges and opportuni-
ties in Pakistan.
“The president’s  budget
requests a straight lining of
our USD101 million Pakistan
budget. That money will be
used to strengthen democra-
cy and civil society, fight ter-
rorism and extremism and to
support economic reforms
and debt management to help
to stabilize Pakistan’s 
economy and prevent further
overreliance on China,” he
said.

Tokyo (AP): Japan’s total popu-
lation marked the 15th straight
year of decline, according to gov-
ernment data released
Wednesday, dropping by more
than a half-million people as the
population ages and births
remain low. Births in Japan hit
a record low of 730,000 last year.
The 1.58 million deaths last
year were also a record high.
Japan’s population was 124.9
million as of January 1.
The data released by the Internal
Affairs Ministry also showed that
the 11% increase in foreign res-
idents helped their population
surpass 3 million for the first
time. They now make up near-
ly 3% of the total population and
are mostly of working age from
15 to 64.
Surveys show that younger
Japanese are increasingly reluc-

tant to marry or have children,
discouraged by bleak job
prospects, the high cost of living
— which rises at a faster pace
than salaries — and a gender-
biased corporate culture that
adds a burden only on women
and working mothers.
The government earmarked 5.3
trillion yen ($34 billion) as part
of the 2024 budget to fund
incentives for young couples to
have more children, such as
increasing subsidies for childcare
and education, and is expected
to spend 3.6 trillion yen ($23 bil-
lion) in tax money annually
over the next three years. Experts
say the measures are largely
meant for married couples who
plan to have or who already have
children, and don’t address the
growing number of young peo-
ple reluctant to get married.

Moscow (AP): Russian President
Vladimir Putin met President
Bashar Assad of Syria in the
Kremlin, video distributed by the
Kremlin press service on
Thursday showed. “I am very
interested in your opinion on
how the situation in the region
as a whole is developing,” Putin
said to Assad. “Unfortunately,
there is a tendency towards
escalation, we can see that. This
also applies directly to Syria.”
The Kremlin said Putin and
Assad’s meeting took place
Wednesday. Putin and Assad last
met in March 2023 in the
Kremlin on the anniversary of
Syria’s 12-year uprising-turned-
civil war. At that meeting, Putin
emphasized the Russian mili-
tary’s role in stabilizing the coun-
try. Russia has waged a military
campaign in Syria since
September 2015, teaming up
with Iran to allow Assad’s gov-
ernment to fight armed opposi-
tion groups and reclaim control
over most of the country. While
Russia now concentrates the
bulk of its military resources in
Ukraine, it has maintained a mil-
itary foothold in Syria and keeps
troops at its bases there.

Bucharest (AP): Debris from
what is believed to be a Russian
drone landed in a rural area of
Romania, the country’s Defense
Ministry said on Thursday, in the
latest apparent incident of drone
wreckage from the war in neigh-
boring Ukraine falling onto the
NATO member’s soil.
Since the war started in February
2022, Romania has confirmed
drone fragments on its territory
on several occasions. The debris
of what the Defense Ministry
called a “Russia origin” drone
were found following Russian
attacks on Ukraine’s port infra-
structure near the border. The
fragments were discovered by a
team of specialists in an unin-
habited area near the village of
Plauru in Tulcea county.
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Lu told the lawmakers that the
United States has been follow-
ing very closely this past week
the violence in Bangladesh. 
“We’ve condemned that vio-
lence we’ve called on the gov-
ernment to respect freedom of
assembly and freedom of
speech. We’ve called upon the
government to restore internet
to the country, which has been
off now for several days,” he said.
“You will be aware that there is
a curfew that has been put in
place by the government as a
response to some of the violence
that’s happened. Some in police
have said there’s a shoot on sight

order for anyone involved in.
That’s what I heard. So we have
condemned from the
spokesperson of the State
Department uh the shoot on
sight order and ask them to roll
that back,” Lu said.
“It’s a very tense moment in
Bangladesh between protesters
and the government. We hope
that calm is restored. I have been
in touch with senior leaders in
Bangladesh. We remain in touch
with them now to try to encour-
age them to find a peaceful way
to resolve this crisis,” said the
Assistant Secretary of 
State. 
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The Budget announcement
about a comprehensive

review of the Income Tax
Act, 1961, is an attempt to
make the “bulky” law
“simpler” to understand and
comfortable to use for
taxpayers along with aligning
new technology processes
with it, CBDT Chairman
Ravi Agrawal has said.
The Act that started its
journey in 1922 contains 298
sections, 23 chapters and
other provisions in its
current form of 1961.
Speaking to PTI during a
post-budget interview on
Wednesday, Agrawal said the
Act has seen “redundancies”
over a period of time making
it “thick and bulky.”
“The taxpayers also feel that
the Act is not so simple, as it
ought to be...It is
cumbersome...So the attempt
is if we can make this Act
simpler, simpler to
comprehend, simpler in
terms of language, simpler in
terms of presentation, then
that hitch of the taxpayer to
actually not see the Act and
take the help of a tax
practitioner or someone
(maybe eased)...”

“We are working towards
how can we make it (Income
Tax Act) simple so that the
taxpayer feels comfortable
seeing the provisions himself
or herself and that it is more
user friendly,” the Central
Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT) head said.
It is also important to review
the law as technology has
become an integral part of
tax administration and “we
have to see where the gaps
are and how we actually can
align technology with the
provisions of the Act,”
Agrawal said.
We are looking to undertake
further improvements (in the
law), he added.
Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, while

presenting the Union Budget
for 2024-25 on Tuesday,
announced a
“comprehensive” review of
the Income Tax Act of 1961.
“The purpose is to make the
Act concise, lucid, easy to
read and understand. This
will reduce disputes and
litigation, thereby providing
tax certainty to the taxpayers.
It will also bring down the
demand embroiled in
litigation. It is proposed to be
completed in six months,”
she said.
Sitharaman added that a
beginning was being made in
the Finance Bill by
simplifying the tax regime
for charities, TDS rate
structure, provisions for
reassessment, search

provisions and capital gains
taxation.
Asked about the budget
proposal of granting
immunity from penalty and
prosecution to a ‘benamidar’
(in whose name a benami
asset is standing) under the
Benami Transactions
Prohibition Act, the CBDT
chief said this was aimed to
make the act “effective”.
The minister said the move
was intended to “improve
conviction” under this law,
which was enacted in 1988
but implemented in
November 2016 by the Modi
government.
A convict under this law can
be sentenced to a rigorous
imprisonment of up to seven
years and a fine of up to 25
per cent of the fair market
value of the property.
Benami properties are those
in which the real beneficiary
is not the one in whose name
the property has been
purchased.
Agrawal also said that the
Income Tax Department has
completed about 6.5 lakh
assessment cases and about 2
lakh appeals under the
faceless assessment regime
that was launched by the
government in 2019-20. 
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Rationalisation of customs
duties in the Budget on

leather sector will help
create more jobs and push
exports, CLE said on
Thursday.
The Council for Leather
Exports (CLE) said that the
Budget announcement of
support for setting up
working women hostels,
establishing creches and
women-specific skilling
programmes will further
enhance the women
workforce in the sector.
The employment linked
incentive scheme is a major
support measure for the
leather and footwear sector,
as this is a labour-intensive
sector, CLE Chairman
Rajendra Kumar Jalan said.
“Two major measures have
been announced for the
leather and footwear sector
in the Union Budget. One is
the rationalisation of export
duties on leathers and the
other is the inclusion of
more inputs including wet
blue chrome tanned leather,
wet white leather, crust
leather and finished leather
under the Duty Free Scheme
for leather garments, leather

products and footwear
exporters,” he said.
Jalan added on the export
duty front, the levy on wet
blue and crust leather has
been brought down from 40
per cent to 20 per cent.
This will facilitate the export
of value-added processed
leathers from the country as
there is a huge demand for
these leathers in the global
market, he said.
“We hope that the
government will further
reduce this export duty for
crust leathers from 20 per
cent to nil in future, so as to
achieve our objective of
enhancing the export of

value-added leathers by
USD 1 billion in the next 2-
3 years,” Jalan said.
He added that allowing duty
free imports of critical raw
materials and inputs,
including wet blue, crust
and finished leathers, will
help facilitate the export of
value-added products from
the country.
“This will be a major step in
realising our ambition of
achieving the exporter
target of USD 13.7 billion by
2029-30 by the leather and
footwear sector, from the
export value of USD 4.69
billion during 2023-24,” he
said. 
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India’s cybersecurity market
has posted a compounded

annual growth rate of 25 per
cent since 2019, crossing the
USD 6 billion mark in 2023,
and is projected to expand
further with global spending
touching USD 200 billion this
year, Prayank Swaroop, partner
at global VC fund Accel, said
on Thursday.
Cybersecurity startups in the
country are poised to see a
steady growth on the back of
higher spending in the
domestic market, he said at the
Accel Cybersecurity Summit
2024 in Bengaluru.
Highlighting the potential of
the country’s cybersecurity
market, Swaroop said Indian
cybersecurity startups are
poised to make a global impact,
and continue their growth
momentum amid a sharp rise
in spending for cybersecurity
globally.
The Accel Cybersecurity
Summit 2024, India’s largest
cybersecurity summit, saw
participation from across the
world. The gathering included
prominent founders, global
cybersecurity experts and
CISOs (chief information
security officer) of major
enterprises.
“Our mission with this summit
is to elevate the ecosystem of
cybersecurity founders and
operators by bringing together
some of the best minds in the
domain,” said Swaroop.
Data available with IDC,
Gartner, and other leading

research firms suggest that
global spending in
cybersecurity is expected to
cross USD 200 billion in 2024.
“Indian cybersecurity startups
will impact the global
landscape as the market
proliferates significantly,” he
said, adding that the country’s
cybersecurity market
witnessed a 25 per cent CAGR
since 2019 and crossed USD 6
billion in 2023.
Indian cybersecurity startups
received USD 157 million
funding in the past two years.
Multiple reports attest to the
spike in global spending for
cybersecurity, with an IDC
report projecting spends
upwards of USD 36 billion in
the Asia Pacific alone.
This spike in spending, the
growing importance of security
awareness, a need to foster a
robust security system and
looking for solutions to the
rising spectre of cybersecurity
threats were the crux of
Swaroop’s inaugural address at
the summit.
Despite growing interest, data

security and privacy remain
significant concerns, alongside
issues such as data breaches,
IoT attacks, and social and
regulatory pressures, Swaroop
said.
He pointed out that cyber
attacks have increased by 71
per cent on a year-on-year basis
and are conducted using stolen
or compromised credentials.
This, he said, makes
safeguarding data, the most
valuable asset, very important.
Generative AI is the flavour of
the season, and Swaroop dwelt
on the impact of generative AI
on cybersecurity in-depth and
termed it a ‘gamechanger’.
This is not just introduction of
spaces but also the usage of
cutting-edge technology to
automate security services
spending, estimated to be
worth up to USD 50 billion.
On the generative AI impact,
Swaroop said, “AI can
significantly enhance
operational efficiency by
streamlining tasks such as log
monitoring, alert
summarisation, patch

management, and reporting,
thereby allowing cybersecurity
practitioners to dedicate more
time to strategic initiatives and
strengthening defences against
cyberthreats.”
The growing importance of AI
in cyber defence, especially in
areas such as early vulnerability
detection, automated threat
modelling, and real-time threat
detection, was also emphasised.
According to Swaroop,
generative AI has emerged an
indispensable tool in the war
against cyber threats. 
“In the future, AI will play an
increasingly pivotal role in
cyber defence. It is reshaping
the industry by enhancing key
areas such as early vulnerability
detection, automated threat
modelling, and real-time threat
detection.
“Moreover, it improves vendor
risk management, penetration
testing, and addressing new
attack surfaces created by AI
technologies,” he said.
The evolution of AI solidifies
its status as an indispensable
tool in the ongoing war against
cyber threats. “We think it is
important to secure the AI
stack against threats like data
poisoning and supply chain
vulnerabilities while ensuring
compliance and security,”
Swaroop said.
The Accel partner concluded
his address by highlighting the
importance of integrating AI
technologies to create new
opportunities and face more
formidable challenges as the
broader cybersecurity market
expands. 
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Amid rising competition
from homegrown

challenger Ola Maps, Google
on Thursday announced a
slew of new features on
Google Maps to woo users in
India, including EV charging
station information, flyover
callouts and AI-driven
routing capability to reduce
narrow road usage for four-
wheeler drivers.
It is “an exciting time in
mapping”, Google Maps said
announcing its lineup of new
features, which comes in the
backdrop of a pitched battle
with Ola.
Google recently decided to
cut the pricing of Google
Maps platform for developers
by up to 70 per cent from
August 1, just weeks after Ola
Founder and CEO Bhavish
Aggarwal openly nudged
Indian developers to shun
Google Maps and offered
them sweeteners like one-year
free access to Ola Maps.
Replying to a question on the
timing of Google Maps’ price
cuts - coming right after an
offensive from Ola - Google
Maps senior executives said
that while “it’s tempting to
think that way, but we
actually do not focus on
competitors”.

“We’re very focused on
making sure we’re serving our
user base and our partner
community, which is our
developer partners. And to be
honest, we timed it with our
IO Connect event in
Bengaluru,” Miriam Daniel,
VP and GM at Google Maps,
said at a briefing.
Daniel added: “...This is
something our partners have
been requesting of us for a
while, and we’ve been
working on it for quite some
time to make sure our
infrastructure, our pricing
systems are localised and
adapted to the needs of our
partners in India.”
On Thursday, the company
announced six ways it is
enabling more efficient and
sustainable journeys on

Google Maps in India,
powered by AI and local
partners.
“These new features reaffirm
our commitment to making
digital mapping even more
helpful for users, businesses,
developers and society at
large.
“We’re excited to continue our
journey of innovation and
build the future of Google
Maps right here in India,” a
blogpost by Daniel and
Lalitha Ramani, GM at
Google Maps, India, read.
Stating that navigating
narrow or congested roads in
unfamiliar areas can be a
challenge for four-wheeler
drivers, Google Maps
announced it is introducing a
new feature for users in India
designed to reduce the use of

narrow roads when driving
four-wheelers.
“To address this, we’ve
developed an AI model
specifically for Indian roads
that incorporates multiple
signals satellite imagery,
Street View and other
information like road types,
distance between buildings,
paved sections, etc. To
estimate road widths at scale.
Using these road width
estimates, we’ve fine-tuned
our existing AI routing
algorithms to help four-
wheelers avoid narrow roads
whenever possible, without
significantly impacting travel
time or distance,” the blogpost
said.
This means four-wheeler
drivers can enjoy a less
stressful driving experience,
and it also benefits bikers,
pedestrians and other
commuters who can now use
these narrow roads more
safely and confidently, it
added.
Google Maps is starting to roll
out this feature on Android
devices this week in eight
cities - Hyderabad,
Bengaluru, Chennai,
Coimbatore, Indore, Bhopal,
Bhubaneswar and Guwahati,
and has promised to bring the
feature to iOS and more cities
soon.

Another new feature on
Google Maps is call-out
flyovers along the
recommended route. This
feature helps users anticipate
upcoming flyovers and
prepare ahead of time to get
onto the flyover.
“Starting this week, you’ll see
these flyover callouts in 40
cities across India for both
four-wheeler and two-
wheeler active navigation on
Android apps and Android
Auto. IOS and CarPlay
support will be coming soon,”
it said.
Both Narrow Roads and
Flyover features have been
pioneered in India, tailored to
the unique navigation needs
of users, it said.
To ensure EV drivers have the
tools they need to confidently
hit the road, the company has
also announced the
availability of information
about EV charging stations
on both Google Maps and
Google Search in India.
“To achieve this, we’re
collaborating with leading
EV charging providers in
India ElectricPe, Ather,
Kazam, and Statiq to add
authoritative information for
over 8,000 charging stations,
representing a significant
portion of available charging
stations in India,” it said. 
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Sugar industry body ISMA
on Thursday said it has

presented a plan to the
government to transform
sugar mills into bio-
refineries, aiming to boost
production of sustainable
aviation fuel and other green
energy sources.
The representatives of the
Indian Sugar & Bio-Energy
Manufacturers Association
(ISMA) met with Food
Minister Pralhad Joshi to
discuss a policy framework
for the transition, which
would expand beyond
current ethanol,
bioelectricity, and biogas
production, a statement said.
ISMA Director General
Deepak Ballani said the
initiative would help India
meet international aviation
blending targets set to take
effect in 2027 under CORSIA
mandates while supporting
the country’s net-zero and

self-reliance goals.
“We see a future where local
resources drive national
development,” Ballani said in
the statement adding that
“This aligns with the
government’s vision for a self-
reliant India.”
The plan aims to create
alternative markets for India’s
estimated 55 million
sugarcane farmers, building
on the success of the current
ethanol blending programme
in increasing farmer incomes.
The government launched
400 E-100 fuel pumps last
year. Joshi stressed the need
to promote E-100 use,
particularly given India’s
leadership of the Global
Biofuels Alliance.
ISMA pledged to work
closely with the government
on the swift implementation
of the bio-refinery plan,
which is expected to set new
benchmarks in the sector and
strengthen India’s energy
security. 
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Budget announcements
for the marine sector

such as rationalisation of
customs duties and
financing facilities will
help boost the country’s
India’s aquaculture and
seafood exports, MPEDA
said on Thursday.
The Marine Products
Export Development
Authority (MPEDA) also
said the Budget includes a
range of strategic measures
aimed at bolstering the
competitiveness of marine
products, with a particular
focus on shrimp
production and export.
Various inputs used in the
manufacture of shrimp
and fish feed will now
enjoy customs duty
exemptions, it said adding
a number of feed inputs
such as mineral and
vitamin pre-mixes, krill
meal, fish lipid oil, crude
fish oil, algal prime, algal
oil are fully exempted from
any import duty.
Artemia and Artemia cysts
which are key nutritional
inputs in aqua hatchery
were also fully exempted
from any import duty.
The Basic Customs Duty
(BCD) on essential
aquafarm/ hatchery inputs
such as Vannamei and
black tiger broodstock,
polychaete worms, and
fish/shrimp feed has been

reduced to 5 per cent.
Import duty for insect
meal and single-cell
protein has been cut down
to 5 per cent.
“These announcements
made in the Union Budget
2024-25 are set to
significantly enhance
aquaculture and seafood
export sectors,” the
authority said.
It also said that the
government has
committed to providing
substantial financial
support to establish a
network of Nucleus
Breeding Centres (NBCs)
for shrimp broodstocks.
“This initiative is
anticipated to drastically
reduce India’s reliance on
imported broodstock,
potentially saving the
industry up to Rs 150 crore
annually,” it said adding
hatchery operators are
expected to benefit
significantly, with
projected savings of 50 per
cent on broodstock costs.

I-T Act review attempt to make it
simpler for taxpayers: CBDT chief
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Map war intensifies, Google announces new features to woo users in India

� ��� �#�%!"/!#&"�(��/(�"(&�/����/!��2�"�/("� '
'"��(.��$���"�/� '�'��%���/�! �7�/��/��##!�

,-&��
��"-$%��
��"�
#��#�$�$
���9��������
%���$�%���
#���
%�
3�;%

����� ������

Equity market benchmark
indices Sensex and Nifty

stayed on the back foot for the
fifth straight session on
Thursday as investors
offloaded metal, banking and
finance stocks amid a
lacklustre trend in global
markets. 
Heavy foreign fund outflows
after a hike in securities
transaction tax and short-
term capital gains tax also
impacted markets’ sentiment
negatively, traders said. 
However, strong buying in oil
& stocks, energy and auto
shares helped the indices
offset some losses, they added.
After a sharp fall in intra-day
trade, the 30-share BSE
Sensex managed to recover
some of the lost ground to
settle 109.08 points or 0.14 per
cent lower at 80,039.80, as a
sharp rally in Tata Motors and
Larsen & Toubro restricted its
fall. During the day, it tanked
671 points or 0.83 per cent to
79,477.83. 
Shares of Larsen & Toubro
ended nearly 3 per cent higher
after the company posted a 12
per cent rise in consolidated
profit after tax (PAT) in the
June quarter.
Tata Motors jumped nearly 6
per cent.
The NSE Nifty dipped 7.40
points or 0.03 per cent to
24,406.10. Intra-day, it
tumbled 202.7 points or 0.83

per cent to 24,210.80.
In five days, the BSE
benchmark has tumbled
1,303.66 points or 1.60 per
cent, while the Nifty declined
394.75 points or 1.59 per cent.
“Overnight slump in US
equities caused a major slump
in domestic markets in early
trade due to heavy profit-
taking in banking, IT, metals
and realty stocks.
“However, markets recouped
most of its losses towards the
end, with Sensex managing to
close above the crucial 80k-
mark amid buying in oil & gas
and automobile stocks,
indicating that investors are
willing to bet on good
fundamental sectoral stocks
despite rising concerns of the
stretched valuations of the
Indian markets,” Prashanth
Tapse, Senior VP (Research),
Mehta Equities Ltd, said.
From the Sensex pack, Axis
Bank declined over 5 per cent

after the company’s June
quarter earnings failed to
cheer investors.
Nestle, Titan, ICICI Bank,
Tata Steel, IndusInd Bank,
ITC, JSW Steel and State Bank
of India were the other
laggards.
Sun Pharma, Kotak Mahindra
Bank, Bajaj Finance and
Power Grid also ended in the
positive territory.
“After a volatile session, the
Indian market concluded on a
flat note, influenced by lower-
than-expected earnings
growth from major banks.
Global indices also reacted
pessimistically due to the
disappointing results from top
US tech companies.
“However, the government’s
commitment to improving
consumption and bridging the
gap for energy transition in
the budget buoyed sectoral
sentiments,” said Vinod Nair,
Head of Research, Geojit

Financial Services.
In the broader market, the
BSE midcap gauge declined
0.22 per cent, and smallcap
index dipped 0.14 per cent.
Among the indices, metal lost
1.19 per cent, bankex (1.10
per cent), realty (0.80 per
cent), telecommunication
(0.65 per cent) and financial
services (0.60 per cent).
On the other hand, energy,
healthcare, industrials,
utilities, auto and oil & gas
were among the gainers.
“Global stocks tumbled on
Thursday after a tech-fuelled
sell-off on Wall Street last
night. A slew of disappointing
results caused traders to panic
that the artificial-intelligence
frenzy that has powered the
bull market this year may have
been overdone,” Deepak
Jasani, Head of Retail
Research, HDFC Securities,
said.
In Asian markets, Seoul,
Tokyo, Shanghai and Hong
Kong settled lower.
European markets were
trading in the negative
territory in the mid-session
deals. US markets ended
significantly lower on
Wednesday.
Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) offloaded equities
worth Rs 5,130.90 crore on
Wednesday, according to
exchange data.
Global oil benchmark Brent
crude declined 1.73 per cent
to USD 80.31 a barrel.

Markets extend losses for 5th session
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I, A Chellam Am Mother Of 

No. 16117071p Rank L Hav 

Name Seetha Ram A Presently 

Residing At 161 Br Coy, 16 Engr 

Br Regt (Pms), Chandimandir 

Cantt Panchkula Haryana 

Declare That I Have Changed My 

Name From Chellam To A 

Chellam And Also Change My 

Date Of Birth From 01 July 1961 

To 01 Jan 1957. 

I, Kavita Sati Maindoli  Is 

Legally Wedded Spouse Of Army 

No:18010703k Rank: Nk Name- 

Mohan Prasad  Presently Posted 

At Unit: 57 Engr Regt C/O 56 Apo 

Permanent Address: Vill-Gulari, 

Post-Gulari, Gulari, Chamoli, 

Uttrakhand-246435 Declare That 

I Have Changed My Name From 

Kavita Sati Maindoli  To Kavita 

Mandoli. Vide Affidavit No: 54aa 

510493,Dated: 25/07/24 

I, Jasvandi Is Legally 

Wedded Spouse Of No Jc 

334183m Rank: Sub Name-

Pawar Samadhan Shivaji 

Presently Posted At Unit: Ge 

Project Airforce, Ambala, 

Haryana Declare That I Have 

Changed My Name From 

Jasvandi To Jasvandi Samadhan 

Pawar.Vide Affidavit No:54aa 

510491,Dated:25/07/24 

I, Bindu W/O No 4002063a 

Hav Ravinder Kumar Resident Of 

Village Tatehal, Post-Tatehal  

Teh: Palampur Distt. Kangra (Hp) 

Have Changed My Name From 

Bindu To Bindu Devi Vide 

Affidavit/Self Declaration On 

Dated 25/7/24 

I, No Jc 334183m Rank: 

Sub Name-Pawar Samadhan 

Shivaji Presently Posted At Unit: 

Ge Project Airforce, Ambala, 

Haryana Declare That I Have 

Changed My Son’s Name From 

Utkarsh To Utkarsh Samadhan 

Pawar.Vide Affidavit No:54aa 

510492,Dated:25/07/24 

I, Jaliffan Begam Am 

Mother Of Army No-18020993a 

Rank-Spr Name-Jahid Khan 

Presently Posted At Unit: 57 Engr 

Regt C/O 56 Apo Permanent  

Address: Ragadipada, 

Kottapalla, Ragadipada, Cuttack, 

Odisha-754031 Declare That I 

Have Changed My Name From 

Jaliffan Begam To Julfan 

Begum.Vide Affidavit No: 54aa 

510495,Dated:25/07/24 

I, Saraswathi C Mother Of 

No.14648159w Hav P Jeya 

Sundar Resident Of Village- 

Nattlam, Post- Mulankuzhi, 

Tehsil- Vilavancode, District- 

Kanyakumari, State- Tamil Nadu, 

Pin-629162, Have Changed My 

Name & Dob From Saraswathi C 

To Saraswathi K And Date Of 

Birth From 01 July 1949 To 10 

May 1948 Vide Affidavit No.In-

Pb38918501429336w Dated 24 

July 2024 Before Notary Public 

Pathankot 

I, M Poonambalam Father 

Of No.14648159w Hav P Jeya 

Sundar Resident Of Village- 

Nattlam, Post- Mulankuzhi, 

Tehsil- Vilavancode, District- 

Kanyakumari, State- Tamil Nadu, 

Pin-629162, Have Changed My 

Name & Dob From M 

Poonambalam  To Ponnampalam 

Muthaiyan & Date Of Birth From 

01 July 1943 To 28 April 1945 

Vide Affidavit No.In-

Pb38917519664944w Dated 24 

July 2024 Before Notary Public 

Pathankot 

I Naveen Kumar Singh S/O 

Lal Muni Singh R/O H.No. 34 Jd 

Farm Defence Colony Block D 1 

, Ambala Cantt That I Have 

Changed My Minor Son's Name 

From Vihaan Singh To Vihhan 

Saral Singh . Concerned Note 

I, Gurpal Singh, S/O Nanak 

Singh, R/O Village Bhinder Nagar 

(Gar Baga), Tehsil Sri Anandpur 

Sahib, District Rupnagar, Have 

Evicted My Son Maninder Singh 

And His Wife Dilpreet Kaur From 

Their Movable And Immovable 

Property For Non-Compliance. 

They Themselves Will Be 

Responsible For The Loss Of 

Profit And Loss. 

I, Jatin S/O Sh. Kaptan 

Singh R/O Vpo Rithal (107), 

Distt. Rohtak Declare That In My 

Lic Policy My Name Is Written As 

Vikram But In My Other 

Documents Written As Jatin. Now 

I Want To Change My Name As 

Jatin Instead Of Vikram. In Future 

My Name Will Called And Known 

As Jatin. Jatin & Vikram Is One 

And Same Person. 

I, Surekha Spouse Of 

No.2801278f Hav Yogesh 

Krishna Sail Resident Of Village- 

Kariwade, Post- Kariwade, 

Tehsil- Sawantwadi, District- 

Sindhudurg, State- Maharashtra, 

Pin-416510, Have Changed My 

Name From Surekha To Surekha 

Yogesh Sail Vide Affidavit No.In-

Pb38920127197224w Dated 24 

July 2024 Before Notary Public 

Pathankot 

I, Ashok Kumar S/o 

Balwant Rai R/o Vill: Bassian 

(Ludhiana) have changed my 

name to Ashok Kumar Jain. 

I, Gurmeet Singh S/o Malkit 

Singh R/o 1004/3 Kulla Patti 

Raikot (Ludhiana) have changed 

my name to Gurmeet Singh 

Kailey. 

I, Seema Kaushal W/o 

Gagandeep Singh R/o W.No.8 

Balachaur Teh-Balachaur (SBS 

Nagar) have changed my name 

from Seema Kaushal to Seema 

Rathore. 

I Hardarshan Singh S/O 

Sewa Singh R/O Vpo Fatehabad 

Tehsil Khadur Sahib Distt Tarn 

Taran  Have Changed My Name 

From Herdershan Singh To 

Hardarshan Singh. 

I, Mohit Kumar S/o Rajinder 

Kumar R/o Vill: Gill Patti Teh-

Goniana Mandi (Bathinda) Pb, 

have changed my name from 

Mohit Kumar Mangla to Mohit 

Kumar. 

I, Anu W/o Suresh Kumar 

R/o H.No. 1732/1 Atam Suja 

Puria Jagraon (Ludhiana) have 

known by both names Anu & Anu 

Bala one and the same person. 

I, Jaswinder Singh S/o 

Bhura Singh R/o Sada Patti, Jaitu 

(Faridkot) have changed my 

name to Jaswinder Singh 

Chahal. 

I, Manpreet Kaur W/o 

Jaswinder Singh Chahal R/o 

Sada Patti, Jaitu (Faridkot) have 

changed my name to Manpreet 

Kaur Chahal. 

I, Ramandeep Singh Sidhu 

S/o Balwant Singh R/o Wara 

Bhaika (Faridkot) have changed 

my name to Ramandeep Singh. 

I, Lakhvir Singh S/o Pritam 

Singh R/o Vill: Gorsian Teh-

Dasuya (Hoshiarpur) Pb, have 

changed my son’s name from 

Taranjeet Singh to Taranjit Singh. 

I, Perminder Kaur W/o 

Gurpreet Singh Ratan R/o W.No. 

12 Nanak Nagri Makhu Road Zira 

(Ferozepur) have changed my 

name to Perminder Kaur Ratan. 

I, Gurpreet Singh S/o 

Balwinder Singh R/o W.No. 12 

Nanak Nagri Makhu Road Zira 

(Ferozepur) have changed my 

name to Gurpreet Singh Ratan. 

I, Surender Kaur W/o 

Ravinder Singh R/o W.No. 06 

Kartar Nagar Moga (Moga) have 

changed my name to Surinder 

Kaur. 

I Daya Wanti W/o Harpal 

Singh R/o Factory Road, 

Kotkapura (Faridkot) have 

Changed my name to Daya 

Yadav. 

I Gurpreet Singh S/o 

Basant Singh R/o Village 

Dawareana (Faridkot) Declares 

that I am known by two names 

Gurpreet Singh and Gurpreet 

Singh Sandhu. 

I Aarti Arora W/O Sunil 

Kumar R/O Noordi Adda Chowk 

Tehsil & District Tarn Taran Have 

Changed My Name From Aarti 

Arora To Aarti Kapoor Arora. 

I Amandeep Singh S/o 

Sarabjit Singh Gujral R/o H.No. 

3, Urban Estate, Phase 1, Patiala 

(Pb.) have changed my name to 

Amandeep Singh Gujral. 

I Daljinder Singh Gill S/o 

Jiwan Singh, R/o Village: 

Jhander, Tehsil: Ajnala,  Amritsar 

(Punjab) have changed my name 

to Daljinder Singh. 

I, Poonam Rani W/o 

Ravinder Kumar R/o V.P.O. Garhi 

Birbal, Tehsil Indri, Distt Karnal  

have changed my name from 

Poonam to Poonam Rani. 

I, Ravinder Kumar S/o 

Shyam Murari  R/o V.P.O. Garhi 

Birbal, Tehsil Indri, Distt Karnal  

have changed my name from 

Ravinder to Ravinder Kumar. 

I, Pooja Sethi W/o Mr. Ajay 

Sethi R/o H.No. 203/13 

Extension Urban Estate, Karnal I 

have changed my name from 

Puja Prothia to Pooja Sethi. 

I, Raj Kaur W/o Late Gulzar 

Singh R/o H. No. 270, Village 

Dabri, Distt. Karnal, I Declare that 

I have changed the name of my 

minor Granddaughter Gursirat to 

Gursirat Kaur. 

I Himani Bansal W/o Ravish 

Goyal R/o #108 Puda Enclave-1 

Patiala have changed my name 

to Himani Goyal. 

I Isha W/o Ravish Goyal R/o 

#110-A Sant Nagar Patiala have 

changed my name to Isha Goyal. 

I Monika Rani W/o Ajay 

Goyal R/o #8 Narula Colony 

Lower Mall Patiala have changed 

my name to Monika Goyal. 

I Harvinderpal Singh S/O 

Harjinder Singh R/O Vill Attari, Po 

Mahalam, Ferozepur Have 

Changed My Name Harvinderpal 

Singh Thind. 

I, Pardeep Kumar S/o 

Sagan Lal R/o Inder Nagri 

Jalalabad West Tehsil Jalalabad 

West Distt Fazilka Have 

Changed My Name From 

Pardeep Chugh To Pardeep 

Kumar. 

I Gurreet Kaur Dhillon W/o 

Jagnandan Singh Dhillon R/o 

Vpo Bhuttiwala District Sri 

Muktsar Sahib Have Changed 

My Name To Gurpreet Kaur 

Dhillon. 

I, Balvir Singh S/o Darshan 

Singh R/o Vill: Ghasitpur Teh-

Mukerian (Hoshiarpur) have 

changed my name from Balbir 

Singh to Balvir Singh. 

I Parmjit Singh S/O Hazara 

Singh Village Chak Bamu PO 

Alampur Tehsil Dasuya Distt 

Hoshiarpur Have Changed My 

Name Parmjit Singh To Paramjit 

Singh. 

Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME

The Pioneer does not take 

responsibility for the contents 

for the advertisement (Display / 

Classified) carried in this 

newspaper. The Paper does 

not endorse the same. Readers 

are requested to verify the 

content on their own. 

Disclaimer
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Some would be carrying a
huge burden of
expectations, some others

would look to spring a
surprise and a few more
would be eyeing the perfect
closure to their glittering
careers as the 117-strong
Indian contingent aims for a
b e t t e r - t h a n - b e f o r e
performance in the Olympic
Games, starting here on
Friday.
India returned from Tokyo
with seven medals, and it is
only natural that a double-
digit performance is now
desired in Paris.
Except for wrestlers, who have
waded through a highly
controversial build-up,
athletes in all disciplines have
have had no complaints about
their preparations.
Whether it was training
abroad or getting the best of
facilities to sharpen their
skills, there was planning in
place.
But will the hard work, the
strategies and the unbridled
support translate into medals?

THE BIG PICTURE
It will be a Heculean task to
match the Tokyo figures of
seven medals, given that
except for reigning Olympic
champion Neeraj Chopra, not
many are top contenders in
their respective disciplines.
More than half of the 117-
member contingent is from
three sports -- athletics (29 ),
shooting (21) and hockey
(19). Of these 69 athletes, 40
are debutants.

In other sports too, there are
debutants like tennis player N
Sriram Balaji and wrestler
Reetika Hooda. They are not
exactly inexperienced, but
largely, India’s campaign will
be driven by the athletes, who
will be competing on a stage
this grand for the first time.
Then there are the seasoned
ones who would be expected
to raise their game suitably.
Two-time medallist shuttler
PV Sindhu, tennis player
Rohan Bopanna, legendary
table tennis player Sharath
Kamal and hockey goalkeeper
PR Sreejesh are certainly
playing their last Olympics.
The hockey team has endured
patchy form in the build-up to
the Games, the boxers and
wrestlers are lacking in real
competition time. The

shooters too have notched up
mixed results heading into the
Olympics.
The track and field athletes,
especially Avinash Sable, have
done well of late, but
compared to their global
rivals, their performances
don’t seem enough to put
them in the bracket of medal
hopefuls.
For instance, steeplechaser
Sable has been consistently
bettering his own national
record. His best stands at
8:09.94 but there are seven
international runners who
have achieved better timing
than that in the run-up to the
Games.
Given this, Even making the
finals will be considered a
huge achievement.
BEST CHANCE

India’s hopes for podium
finishes largely hinge on
Neeraj, despite concerns
around his adductor niggle,
and the in-form badminton
duo of Chirag Shetty and
Satwiksairaj Rankireddy.
The coveted 90m mark has
eluded Neeraj from Tokyo to
Paris but the ace javelin
thrower seems to be doing just
enough, and most
importantly, consistently, to
land global titles.
On big competition days,
Neeraj has fared better than
his other fancied rivals and if
he is fit, the javelin thrower
from Panipat will have a
chance to become only the
third athlete in India’s sports
history to win back-to-back
Olympic medals.
Only Sindhu (2016 Rio and

2012 Tokyo) and wrestler
Sushil Kumar (2008 Beijing,
2012 London) have managed
to win two consecutive
medals.
Rankireddy and Chirag have
grown into one of India’s most
formidable men’s doubles
teams and they are being seen
as certain medal winners.
Talking about Sindhu, she is
not in the best of form and has
also got a tough draw but if
she can come through the
initial rounds, the vast
experience could help her
make the medal round.
HOCKEY: The men’s hockey
team has been inconsistent. It
lost all five games in Australia
recently after a mixed run in
the Pro League. It was a far cry
from the Asian Games in
Hangzhou where the team

emerged champion.
Penalty Corner conversion
and maintaining the tempo
throughout a match remain a
concern.
And if that’s not enough, the
Indian team has been clubbed
with heavyweights Australia,
Belgium, Argentina, New
Zealand and Ireland. There is
no room for error if the team
has to make the top-four from
this pool.
SHOOTING: It’s been a quiet
build-up for the 21-member
shooting contingent, the
biggest ever, compared to
London and Tokyo where
stars such as Manu Bhaker
and Saurabh Chaudhary had
raised medal hopes with their
exceptional performances in
the run-up to the Games.
Even Divyansh Panwar and
Elavenil Valarivan were hailed
as future superstars but all of
them have flattered to deceive. 
There is hardly any spotlight
on shooters but still Sift Kaur
Samra (50m three position) ,
Sandeep Singh (10m air rifle)
and Aishwary Pratap Singh
Tomar (men’s 50 m rifle) have
it in them to end the 12-year
wait for a medal.
Gagan Narang, who is now
India’s Chef de Mission, was
the last Indian shooter to
climb the podium when he
won the 10m air rifle bronze
in the 2012 London Games.
WRESTLING: The sport has
delivered a medal for India in
the last four editions. The
hopes of winning four to five
medals were raised for the
Paris Games but the protest
against the Wrestling
Federation of India brought

the sport to a standstill.
There was no national camp,
and no competition for a long
time. The qualified wrestlers
have trained on their own at
the centres of their choice --
both in India and abroad.
Fitness status of many is not
known, but going into the
Games, Anshu Malik, Antim
Panghal and Aman Sehrawat
are considered India’s best
bets. Reetika Hooda, the U-23
world champion, will be a
dark dorse.
OTHERS: The archers and
TT players have qualified for
the Games on the basis of
their rankings. While it is a
huge achievement for TT
players, the same can’t be said
about the archers.
They have promised a lot in
the past too but have not been
able to deliver. The recent
episode of their coach being

denied the Games
accreditation means the
campaign has started on a
negative note. 
Weightlifter Mirabai Chanu,
the Tokyo Games silver-
medallist, has struggled with
injury and form of late and is
perhaps not in the best frame
of mind. There are question
marks if she will be able to
repeat her success. 
Experienced boxer Nikhat
Zareen and Nishant Dev will
be watched keenly as their
latest results have been
encouraging. So far, India
have won 35 medals at the
Olympics with shooter
Abhinav Bindra (2008) and
Neeraj Chopra (2021) being
the only two individual gold
medal winners. 
It’s time to turn aspirations
into achievements. Let the
Games begin. 

Indians eye double-digit medal haul as Paris Olympics set for grand start 
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Debutant Ankita Bhakat
left behind seasoned

campaigners like Deepika
Kumar to emerge as the
best-placed Indian archer at
11th in the Paris Olympics’
women’s individual recurve
qualifications as the country
secured a quarterfinal spot
in the team event by
finishing fourth here on
Thursday.
The 26-year-old Ankita was
the top-ranked Indian
woman with 666 points,
followed by Bhajan Kaur
(22nd with 559 points) and
Deepika Kumari (23rd with
658 points).
In the team event, India
grabbed the fourth spot by
scoring 1983 points. South
Korea topped the standings
with 2046 points. China
finished runners-up while
Mexico grabbed the third
spot. The top four in the
team standings directly
advance to the quarterfinals,
while those ending between
5th to 12th play the Round
of 16 fixtures.
India will face the winner of
the contest between France
and Netherlands in the
quarterfinals.
If they clear the quarters,
India could be headed for a

semifinal showdown with
heavyweights Korea.
The Korean women’s team
has been invincible in the
Olympics, winning a ninth
straight medal in Tokyo
three years ago.
In the individual section,
Korea’s Lim Sihyeon
smashed a world record
score of 694 to top the
standings, while her
compatriot Suhyeon Nam
scored 688 points to finish
second. China’s Yang Xiaolei
was third with 673.
Ankita, who hails from
Bengal and represents Tata

Academy, was the surprise
package on the day from the
Indian perspective, even as
four-time Olympian
Deepika faltered to return
her worst ever qualification
result at the Games.
Deepika will, for the first
time, miss out on the mixed
team berth as Ankita topped
among the Indians.
Ankita will partner the top
Indian finisher in the men’s
qualification in the mixed
team finals.
The men’s qualifiers get
underway in the afternoon
session. 
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Indian hockey forward
Sukhjeet Singh is unfazed

by the pressure of playing at
the highest level and is
watching the clips of his
international goals to boost
his confidence ahead of his
Olympic debut at the Paris
Games.
“I made my debut in the
Indian team in 2022 and
scored a goal in my debut
match against Spain in the
FIH Pro League. The journey
so far has been good and I try
to do my best in every match,”
he told PTI Bhasha in an
interview before departing for
Paris.
Having scored 22 goals in 70
international matches so far,
Sukhjeet is prepared
physically and mentally to
face the pressure of the
Olympics.
He is one of the five debutants
-- Sanjay, Abhishek, Rajkumar
Pal, and Jarmanpreet Singh --
who have joined the 11
members of Tokyo Olympic
bronze medalist team for the
Paris Games. 
“I am not feeling any pressure
at all. We have played big

tournaments, so we know
how to handle pressure. We
are confident of playing well
against big teams in the pool
as our preparation has been
really good,” said the 27-year-
old.
The team will begin its
campaign on July 27 against
New Zealand, followed by
matches against Argentina
(July 29), Ireland (July 30),
Belgium (August 1) and
Australia (August 2).
India and Australia have
clashed on the hockey field a
total of 43 times since 2013,
according to data from the
FIH Data Hub.
Australia have emerged

victorious 33 times, while
India have won 8 games and 7
matches ended in a draw.
Similarly, India has 8 wins, 16
losses and 6 draws in 30
matches against Tokyo
Olympic champion Belgium
in the last 10 years.
Sukhjeet had scored six goals
in his debut tournament --
FIH Pro League -- in 2022.
After this, he scored three
goals in the 2023 World Cup
held in India. He was also part
of the Indian team that won
the gold medal in the Asian
Games in Hangzhou.
“I watch my clips of the
matches in which I scored
goals before big matches. This

increases my confidence and I
try to do better in the next
match. My previous
performance makes me
mentally stronger,” he said
when asked about mental
preparations for the
Olympics.
“Apart from this, talking to a
sports psychologist before the
semi-finals or finals in the
Asian Games and also during
the Asian Champions Trophy
has benefited a lot. They tell
us how to handle pressure.
The tips I get from them are
very useful.
“Senior players in our team,
Shree Bhai (PR Sreejesh),
Manpreet, Harmanpreet have
a lot of experience. They tell
us about their experiences and
motivate us to perform well. If
we have any problem, we talk
to them.” Sukhjeet was
introduced to hockey by his
father Ajit Singh when he was
six years old. Former Punjab
Police hockey player Ajit
could not play for the national
team but he wanted his son to
don the India jersey.
“My father used to play for
Punjab Police and he always
had a dream to see his son
represent India. 
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From spending time in a hypoxic
chamber to sparring with a

variety of partners to adapt to
different styles, Indian badminton
ace PV Sindhu has left no stones
unturned to be battle-ready for the
Paris Games, where she will be
chasing an unprecedented third
consecutive Olympic medal.
Sindhu’s form has been patchy of
late but she says the hat-trick of
medals is very much possible
because the last eight months spent
with mentor Prakash Padukone has
instilled confidence in her.
No Indian player has won three
Olympic medals on the trot and a
podium finish will make Sindhu
arguably India’s greatest athlete.
“I am aiming for a medal, definitely,
yes. Whether it’s one or two or
three, it doesn’t matter. I’ve won
two medals and I don’t want to
take pressure by thinking that, oh,
what is the third one,” she said
after a training session at Porte de
la Chapelle Arena here.
“Every time I play Olympics, it’s a
new Olympics for me. So every
time I go out there, I want to get a
medal and hopefully, I will do that
hat trick soon.”
Sindhu had won silver and bronze
in the last two Olympics at Rio de
Janeiro and Tokyo respectively.
Before coming to Paris, Sindhu
trained at Sportcampus Saar in
Saarbrucken, Germany where the
altitude, the weather, and the
conditions are similar to the
French capital.
There she created a hypoxic

chamber (low oxygen) in her room
and slept for a couple of days.
Hypoxic chambers help prepare an
athlete’s body to function at higher-
altitude places.
“I couldn’t go to the high altitude
training center. I didn’t have much
time and obviously, there I couldn’t
have been playing. So I just thought,
it would be good for me instead of
going somewhere, getting it here
and doing some changes and
sleeping that way,” she explained.
So, if the conditions demand the
maximum from an athlete, with
such training they feel ready to
negotiate the challenge.
Sindhu said she has improved her
strokes and is more consistent
during the long rallies.
“Being much more confident in
strokes,” she replied when asked

what difference she
finds after training with
Padukone.
“In women’s singles
now, there are a lot of
long rallies and long
matches, being
consistent. I am
confident in that now,”
she said.
“With every opponent,
it’s a different style and,
you need to play the
right stroke at the right
time. And that’s what
Prakash sir also keeps
saying. We’ve been
working on that. And
that’s almost there.
There’s a lot of
improvement. You will
see that on court.”
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