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Ahead of Budget, PM Modi slams
Opposition attempt to drown his voice

%� �&'���� ��	�� ���!�����(� �����!� �Bihar’s demand for Special
Status suffers setback

SC asks IIT Delhi to
examine issue of
NEET correct answer
)���� ($*��$�4'

The Supreme Court on Monday asked the
Director, IIT-Delhi to set up a team of three

experts that would go into a particular question
of Physics asked in the NEET-UG 2024 exam-
ination and submit a report on the correct
answer by Tuesday noon.
The top court’s order to IIT Delhi to set up a
team of three domain experts to examine the
issue of the correct answer to a question came
at the fag end of the day-long hearing on a
batch of petitions including those which are
seeking a re-test of the controversy-ridden
NEET-UG on grounds of question paper-leak
and other malpractices. A bench headed by
Chief Justice D Y Chandrachud asked the
petitioners seeking re-test to show with the
help of data released by the National Testing
Agency (NTA), which holds the examination,
that there was a “systemic failure” in its
conduct, and the paper leak was “widespread”
and not restricted to Patna and Hazaribagh
only.
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India’s GDP is likely to grow at 6.5
to 7 per cent in the current fiscal

year amid global challenges which
may impact exports, said Economic
Survey 2023-24 tabled in
Parliament on Monday.
The growth projected for 2024-25
is lower than the economic
growth rate of 8.2 per cent
estimated for the previous
financial year.
The Reserve Bank has projected
the GDP growth for the fiscal year
ending March 2025 at 7.2 per cent.

Global agencies like IMF and
ADB see India to grow at 7 per
cent.
“...The Survey conservatively
projects a real GDP growth of
6.5–7 per cent, with risks evenly
balanced, cognizant of the fact
that the market expectations are
on the higher side,” said the
document tabled by Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in
Parliament.
It said the domestic growth
drivers have supported economic
growth in 2023-24 despite
uncertain global economic

performance. Improved balance
sheets will help the private sector
cater to strong investment
demand.
The Survey also added a note of
caution saying “private capital
formation after good growth in
the last three years may turn
slightly more cautious because of
fears of cheaper imports from
countries that have excess
capacity”.
While merchandise exports are
likely to increase with improving
growth prospects in advance
economies, services exports are

also likely to witness a further
uptick.
A normal rainfall forecast by the
India Meteorological Department
and the satisfactory spread of the
southwest monsoon thus far are
likely to improve the agriculture
sector’s performance and support
the revival of rural demand, it
said. However, the monsoon
season still has some way to go,
the Survey said. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Monday said the Survey
highlights the prevailing strengths
of the economy and identifies

areas for further growth and
progress as “we move towards
building a Viksit Bharat”. 
Chief Economic Advisor V
Anantha Nageswaran on
Monday said a 7 per cent GDP
growth rate, the upper end of
the projection made in the
Survey, is doable depending on
monsoon and global financial
risks.
The Economic Survey is an annu-
al document presented by the
Government ahead of the Union
Budget to review the state of the
economy. 

�&�	��!&�#��$�)
�	*!�+��,����� � ������� ����$�	�����&�	 �!	�-�-./-0

���)�*�* +���#�����
($*��$�4'�

The first day of the Monsoon
cum Budget Session on

Monday witnessed the ruling
party and Opposition members
face off over the NEET and
NTA row with Leader of
Opposition Rahul Gandhi
demanding immediate resigna-
tion of Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan who in
turn said he is on the post “at the
mercy of his leader (Prime
Minister Narendra Modi)” and
that the Government is “collec-
tively answerable”. 
While Opposition called the
current entrance examination
system “rubbish”, Centre
asserted there have been no
evidence of entrance exam
paper leaks in last seven years.
Rahul carried on with his
scathing attacks. “It’s obvious
to the whole country that there
is a very serious problem in
our examination system. The
Minister has blamed
everybody except himself. I
don’t even think he

understands the fundamentals
of what is going on here,” the
Congress leader said. 
Samajwadi Party chief
Akhilesh Yadav said this
Government will create new
records in paper leaks.
“Students across the country
are protesting. Investigation is
leading to revelations, arrests
are being made. I have only
one request, students will not
get justice if this Minister
continues,” he said.
In response, Pradhan said the
results have been made public
as per the Supreme Court’s
directions. “I don’t want to do
politics, but I have a list of how
many paper leaks happened
when Akhilesh was in charge
(as Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister),” he said. Hitting
back, Pradhan said he has the
support of the people in his
constituency and does not
need a certification of
intelligence from anyone in
Parliament. 
“Lies will not become truth if
you shout. The country’s
examination system has been

called rubbish. There cannot
be a more unfortunate
statement by the Leader of the
Opposition. I condemn this,”
said Pradhan in the thick of
storm ever since irregularities
in the NEET followed by
UGC-NET have been
reported. A cornered Pradhan
then took a “remote control”
jab — a swipe the BJP routinely
use to target the Manmohan
Singh Government. 
“In 2010, three Bills for
education reforms had been
introduced by their Minister
Kapil Sibal. One of them was
to prohibit unfair practices.
What was their problem?
Under whose pressure was
that Bill withdrawn. Was it
due to the pressure of private
medical colleges? And they
are asking us questions” he
said.
Responding to the
Opposition’s allegations, the
Minister said the NTA has
conducted more than 240
exams and over 5 crore
students have appeared in
them. 
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In an interim order, the
Supreme Court on Monday

stayed the directives issued by
the Governments of Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand
directing eateries along the
Kanwar Yatra route to display
names of owners, the staff and
other details  “to ensure... no
confusion among kanwariyas”
but said they will be required
to display the kind of food they
are selling to the Kanwariyas.
The bench of Justices
Hrishikesh Roy and SVN
Bhatti passed the interim
order while issuing notice to
the Governments of Uttar
Pradesh, Uttarakhand and
Madhya Pradesh, where the

Ujjain municipal body has
issued a similar directive, on a
batch of petitions challenging
the Government directives.
The order comes amid an
escalating row over the

directives, as the Opposition
has alleged that the orders
were “communal and
divisive” and intended to
target Muslims and
Scheduled Castes by forcing
them to reveal their identity,
but the BJP maintained that
the step has been taken
keeping in mind law and
order issues and the religious
sentiments of pilgrims.
The bench, however, clarified
that the eateries should
display the type of food they
are serving like they are
vegetarian or non-vegetarian.
No one appeared for the State
Governments in the apex
court on Monday. The month
of Shravan starts from July
22 this year and lasts till
August 19.
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Aday before his
Government is to present

its first Budget in the third
term, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi outlined the agenda for
this Session with an appeal to
the Opposition to be con-
structive and a combative mes-
sage saying some parties have
practised “negative politics”
and “misused” Parliament to
hide their political failures.
“In a democracy, there
should be no place for
tantrums to silence the Prime
Minister for 2.5 hours,
stifling his voice. It is a cause
for concern that there is no
remorse or regret for such
actions,” the Prime Minister
said. His remarks were an
apparent reference to the
incident in the last Session
when Modi delivered his
reply to the debate on the
Motion of Thanks on the
President’s Address amid
vociferous protests and
sloganeering by the
Opposition that was
demanding that both MPs
from Manipur be allowed to
speak.
Asserting that Parliament is
not for ‘dal’ but for ‘desh’,
Modi said people have given
their verdict in the Lok
Sabha polls and now all
political parties must work
together for the country for
the next five years.  “This
Parliament is not for ‘dal
(party)’ but for ‘desh
(country)’ This Parliament is
not limited to MPs but it is
for 140 crore people of the
country,” the Prime Minister
said. He appealed to MPs
from all parties to set aside
political difference and
participate in discussions in

a constructive way.
“I want to tell all MPs, they
may be of any party, that
from January onwards we
fought a pitched electoral
battle, we conveyed to the
people what we wanted to
convey, some showed the way
while others misled, but that
period is over now. The
people have given their
verdict,” he said. 
“Now it is the responsibility
of all elected representatives
and of all political parties
which have fought for their
respective parties for the next
five years, we have to fight for
the country and strive for it,”
Modi said.
The Prime Minister said the
Union Budget, which will be
presented on Tuesday, will set
the direction for the journey
of the next five years and lay
the foundation for fulfilling
the dream of ‘Viksit Bharat’
in 2047.

JALABHISHEK ON SAAWAN KA PEHLA SOMVAR
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The NDA partner JD(U)’s
“pressure” on Centre over

demand of Special Status to
Bihar came down crashing
after the Government on
Monday cited an inter-
Ministerial group report pre-
pared in 2012 to assert that a
case for granting special cate-
gory status to Bihar is not
made out. The BJP’s allies from
Bihar demanded the status for
the backward State.
In a written reply in the Lok
Sabha on the first day of the
Monsoon Session, Minister of
State for Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary said Special
Category Status was granted
in the past by the National
Development Council (NDC)
to some States which were
characterised by a number of
features necessitating special
consideration.
These included hilly and
difficult terrain, low
population density or sizeable
share of tribal population,
strategic location along
borders with neighbouring
countries, economic and
infrastructural backwardness
and non-viable nature of state
finances, he said in reply to a
question asked by JD(U)
member Rampreet Mandal. 
The decision was taken based
on an integrated

consideration of all the factors
listed above and the peculiar
situation of a State, the
Minister said.
“Earlier, the request of Bihar
for Special Category Status
was considered by an Inter-
Ministerial Group (IMG)
which submitted its Report
on March 30, 2012. The IMG
came to the finding that
based on existing NDC
criteria, the case for Special
Category Status for Bihar is
not made out,” the Minister
said.
The Congress-led UPA was in
power at the time. JD(U)
leader Sanjay Kumar Jha had
voiced his party’s demand for
the status at an all-party
meeting on Sunday. 
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Close on the heels of the high-
level security review meeting,

chaired by Army Chief General
Upendra Dwivedi to chalk out a
strategy to flush out Pakistani terror-
ists occupying ‘Jammu Heights’, a
heavily armed group of terrorists
launched two more frontal attacks
on an Army post and the house of
the Shaurya Chakra awardee in the
Gunda village of Khawas tehsil in the
frontier Rajouri district in the wee
hours of Monday.
Following these fresh attacks, the
entire security grid has been
alerted to conduct a fresh audit of
the security arrangements given
the visit of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to Drass to
participate in the Kargil Vijay
Diwas celebrations marking 25
years of Victory in the Kargil war.
The Village Defence Group
member Parshotam Kumar
remained unscathed in the attack
while one of his close relatives
received minor injuries during the
firing incident. 
It is the first such attempt in recent
months where terrorists brazenly
targeted a member of the village
defence guard. Official sources
claimed the foreign terrorists were
reportedly briefed about the
presence of Shaurya Chakra
awardee in the village and local
over-ground workers must have
shared the exact coordinates with
the terrorists to target him.  
Kumar was bestowed the Shaurya
Chakra, the peacetime equivalent
of war’s Vir Chakra by the

President of India on July 5 in New
Delhi. According to the citation,
“Last year in August 2023, Kumar,
armed with an outmoded, inferior
rifle had taken on two highly
trained guerrilla warfare terrorists
of the PAFF-Jaish, who were
equipped with sophisticated
assault rifles and grenades.
Unmindful of his safety, he tailed
the two terrorists and (displaying)

raw courage and excellent field
craft, he closed in on the terrorists
and engaged them from a close
distance. He maintained contact
with the other till (security) forces
closed in. His brave act led to the
neutralisation of one foreign
terrorist.”
Soon after thwarting the terror
attack a hot chase was launched by
the joint team of security forces to

track down the footprints of
terrorists. Special forces were also
inducted in the ongoing operations
spread across the thickly forested
area.  
In a post on X, White Knight
Corps said, “ Terrorists attacked
the house of a VDC at Gunda,
Rajouri at 3.10 am. A nearby Army
column reacted and a firefight
ensued.  In another update the
White Knight Corps posted on X,
“Indian Army acted on
intelligence, anticipating the threat
to a Village Defence Guard in a
remote area in Rajouri - Reasi.
Tactical teams swiftly intervened,
ensuring no harm to the VDC
member and his family.
Operations are continuing and a
firefight is in progress”.
Additional troops remained
stationed in the area during the
day to instil confidence among the
fear-stricken residents.
The villagers also raised the
demand to equip the local village
defence guards with modern
weapons to tackle the growing
threat of terrorist violence in the
remote areas of the Jammu region.
To counter the growing threat of
terrorism in the Jammu region the
Indian Army has already inducted
more than 3,000 troops and 500
para commandos to launch
massive combing operations to
neutralise Pakistani terrorists
active in the area. 
According to a preliminary
assessment over 50 Pakistani
terrorists have infiltrated inside the
Indian territory to launch targeted
strikes on the security forces. 
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Ex-soldier kills 5 of his family in Naraingarh,
Ambala over property dispute
Ambala/Chandigarh:  In a shocking incident, an ex-service-
man allegedly killed five members of his family by slitting their
throats with a sharp-edged weapon at Rataur village in
Naraingarh of Ambala district on Sunday night due to a prop-
erty dispute. The accused has been identified as Bhushan, who
has been taken into custody along with his two brothers-in-
law, said Ambala Police on Monday.  Police said that those killed
were identified as Bhushan’s mother, Sarupi, brother Harish
and his wife Sonia, their daughter Yashika and a five-month-
old baby. The accused, Bhushan, also attacked his father, Om
Prakash, and another daughter of his brother. The injured father
has been admitted to the Civil Hospital in Naraingarh. The
daughter of the victim has been referred to GMCH-32 in
Chandigarh with critical injuries. After the crime, the accused
tried to cremate the bodies at night. Police reached the spot
and recovered the half-burnt bodies. The retired soldier fled
the spot but was rounded up by the police later. On receiving
the information, SP Surendra Singh Bhauria reached the spot
at 3 am and started investigating the case. The bodies have been
shifted to the Civil Hospital, Ambala Cantonment, for post-
mortem. According to Om Prakash, the crime was over a dis-
pute over two acres of land.

Over 600 staff nurses 43 OT assistants to be
deployed at Shimla's IGMC
Shimla: Over 600 staff nurses and 43 Operation Theatre
Assistants will be deployed at Indira Gandhi Medical College
(IGMC) to ensure proper medical care for the patients,
Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu said
on Monday. Currently, there are about 530 staff nurses
employed at IGMC and over 500 posts are vacant.  Last year,
when a new multi-storey building housing OPD was inaugu-
rated at the medical college, CM Sukhu had said that soon there
will be a provision of one nurse attending to six beds and one
doctor attending to 10 beds.  Additionally, 30 posts of Medical
Officers (MOs) will be filled to strengthen the department of
emergency medicines at the IGMC, Sukhu said while presid-
ing over a meeting of the health department.  Sukhu highlighted
the augmentation of infrastructure and filling of vacant posts
for doctors, paramedical staff and technicians to ensure spe-
cialised medical care within the state. The Atal Institute of
Medical Super Specialties here will offer super-specialty ser-
vices, and the state government will provide better working
conditions for doctors and supporting staff, he said. A study
will be conducted to identify prevalent ailments and high-foot-
fall OPDs, the CM said, adding that this will enable the gov-
ernment to increase doctor strength and facilities propor-
tionally. He also assured that funds are available to incorpo-
rate modern technologies and equipment and allocated Rs 25
crore for IGMC's modernisation.

91% of Parivar Pehchan Patra complaints resolved
in Samadhan Shivirs: Hry CS
Chandigarh:  Haryana Chief Secretary TVSN Prasad on
Monday said that about 91 percent of the grievances regard-
ing the Parivar Pehchan Patra received in the Samadhan Shivirs
organized at the district and subdivision levels have been
resolved. Presiding over a review meeting of the Samadhan
Shivirs with the Divisional Commissioners, Deputy
Commissioners, Superintendents of Police, and Sub Divisional
Officers virtually, Prasad said that over 30,831 grievances relat-
ed to the Parivar Pehchan Patra were received, of which 28,138
have been resolved so far. He said that the public response to
these Shivirs has been overwhelmingly positive. People have
appreciated the government's initiative to address their griev-
ances promptly in the Samadhan Shivirs, where officers from
all departments are present to resolve issues on the spot as much
as possible. The coordination among field officers has not only
enhanced the government's image but also significantly
increased public trust and satisfaction. The collaborative efforts
in the field have demonstrated the administration's commit-
ment to responsive governance, ensuring that citizens' con-
cerns are addressed efficiently and effectively. This initiative
has set a benchmark for proactive problem-solving and has
reinforced the government’s dedication to serving the public,
he added.

Hry Speaker to hear JJP’s petition demanding dis-
qualification of two JJP MLAs under anti-defec-
tion law
Chandigarh:  Haryana Vidhan Sabha Speaker Gian Chand
Gupta on Monday decided to hear the petition filed by Jannayak
Janata Party (JJP), demanding disqualification of two JJP MLAs
under the anti-defection law.  JJP’s office secretary Randhir
Singh had earlier submitted a petition regarding the same. In
a 15-page petition containing evidence in the form of videos
and newspaper clippings, the JJP said that the Narwana MLA,
Ram Niwas, and Barwala MLA, Jogi Ram Sihag, should be dis-
qualified as MLAs of Haryana Vidhan Sabha on the grounds
of indulging in anti-party activities. The JJP was a coalition
partner of the BJP-led government till mid-March. The Vidhan
Sabha official spokesperson said that after seeking opinion from
the Advocate General of Haryana, Speaker has decided to hear
the JJP’s petition. The Speaker has also issued instructions to
both the accused MLAs and the leader of the JJP Legislative
Party to present their case before him. They will have to pre-
sent their case within 4 weeks, the spokesperson added.

14 roads closed across Himachal due to heavy
rain;  Alert issued till July 26
Shimla: A total of 14 roads are closed for vehicular traffic in
Himachal Pradesh due to rains, and the local Met office has
issued a yellow alert till July 26. So far, 44 people have died in
rain-related incidents, and the state has suffered losses of about
Rs 333 crore in the ongoing monsoon season since June 27
till date, as per the state emergency operation centre.  A max-
imum of 11 roads are closed in Mandi district, two in Kinnaur
and one in Kangra and 31 transformers have been disrupted,
the centre said.  The National Highway-5 reopened for traf-
fic early Monday after remaining blocked for four hours due
to a landslide at Nigulsari in Kinnaur district, officials said.
Low to moderate flash flood risk is likely in isolated parts of
Kangra, Mandi and Chamba districts in the next 24 hours, the
MeT said. It also cautioned of damage to plantation and stand-
ing crops, vulnerable structures and kutcha houses due to strong
winds and waterlogging in low-lying areas. The local Met Office
has issued a yellow alert of heavy rain, thunderstorms and light-
ning till July 26.

HKRN to engage 13,500 personnel for various
departments
Chandigarh: Haryana Chief Secretary TVSN Prasad on
Monday directed the Haryana Kaushal Rozgar Nigam (HKRN)
to actively engage with administrative secretaries to prepare
a comprehensive menu of jobs to meet the skill requirements
of various departments. Presiding over the 7th Board Meeting
of the Haryana Kaushal Rozgar Nigam, Prasad emphasized the
need for the Nigam to operate more professionally and address
manpower requirements without delay. HKRN is in the process
of acquiring a Recruiting Agent License from the Protector of
Emigrants, Ministry of External Affairs, which will enable
HKRN to place job seekers abroad at its own level. HKRN has
selected 228 job seekers for placement abroad through the
NSDC. Looking ahead, HKRN plans to understand future man-
power needs in the private sector and overseas markets.
Candidates will be equipped with necessary skills through train-
ing at the Haryana Skill Development Mission.

Pb seeks Rs 1.32L-cr package as major
financial boost, to limit subsidy by 2031
PNSn CHANDIGARH

To reshape its economic
landscape, the Punjab

Government on Monday sub-
mitted a comprehensive
roadmap to the 16th Finance
Commission, seeking to limit
subsidies until 2031 and
requesting substantial financial
support to achieve this goal.
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann has outlined
an ambitious plan to reduce
electricity subsidies through
solarization, a project that
necessitates significant invest-
ment. To this end, Mann has
called for a special package
amounting to Rs 1,32,247 crore
to foster the state's holistic
development.

The Chief Minister pre-
sented the memorandum to the
Commission’s chairman Dr
Arvind Panagariya and mem-
bers, emphasizing Punjab's piv-
otal role in making India self-
sufficient in food production
and its historical contributions
to the nation's independence.
Mann highlighted the pressing
need for a special economic
package, asserting that such
support would catalyze
Punjab's economic growth and
bolster its infrastructure.

Currently, Punjab spends
approximately Rs 21,000 crore
on subsidies for free and afford-
able electricity to farmers,
industrialists, among others
— a sum comparable to the
state's GST revenue. The pro-
posed solarization initiative
aimed at alleviating this finan-
cial burden, enhancing the
reliability of the state's power
infrastructure in the long run.
However, implementing this
initiative will require substan-
tial funding from the Central
Government.

In addition, the Chief
Minister has requested Rs
75,000 crore for development
projects, Rs 17,950 crore for
agriculture and paddy diversi-
fication, Rs 5,025 crore to com-
bat stubble burning, and Rs
8,846 crore to address narco-
terrorism and drug abuse.

Furthermore, Mann has
sought Rs 6,000 crore for
industrial revitalization, Rs
9,426 crore for urban local
bodies, and Rs 10,000 crore for
rural local bodies.

Punjab's unique challenges,
particularly as a border state
facing narco-terrorism and
hostile border activity, were
also brought to the
Commission's attention. Mann
underscored the necessity of
modernizing the state police
force, which plays a crucial role

in maintaining national secu-
rity. Additionally, the Chief
Minister highlighted the inno-
vative Sadak Surakhya Force
(SSF), which has already saved
over 1,000 lives since its incep-
tion in February 2024.

Addressing the state's agri-
cultural crisis, Mann stressed
the urgent need for crop diver-
sification to conserve ground-
water, which is rapidly deplet-
ing. The Finance Commission's
recent approval of a proposal to
incentivize crop diversifica-
tion by providing Rs 17,500 per
hectare to farmers marks a sig-
nificant step towards breaking
the two-crop cycle and pro-
moting sustainable farming
practices, he added.

Mann noted that the
Punjab Agricultural University,
renowned for pioneering the
Green Revolution in India, is
now spearheading efforts to
promote crop diversification
under the leadership of world-
acclaimed tissue culture
experts.

The state’s farmers have
historically contributed
immensely to India's food
security by over-exploiting
Punjab's fertile soil and water
resources. However, this has led
to almost all blocks of the
state falling into the black zone
in terms of groundwater levels.
Mann expressed deep concern
over this issue, comparing the
high-powered motors used for
extracting groundwater in
Punjab to those used for oil
extraction in Dubai and other
Gulf nations. He emphasized
the need to shift towards using
canal water for irrigation,
which has increased from 30 to
70 percent under the current
government, thereby conserv-
ing groundwater and reducing
the burden on the state exche-
quer. Punjab's industrial sector
is also poised for growth, with
major companies like Tata Steel
showing interest in investing in
the state. However, the tax
holidays offered by other states
pose a challenge to Punjab's

industrial expansion. To
counter this, the state govern-
ment has introduced innova-
tive measures such as color-
coded stamp papers to facilitate
business operations and attract
entrepreneurs. Punjab is the
first state to introduce green-
colored stamp papers to ease
the process for entrepreneurs
setting up their units, marking
a revolutionary step towards
industrial growth.

In his appeal to the Finance
Commission, Chief Minister
Mann emphasized the impor-
tance of recognizing Punjab's
unique challenges and extend-
ing the necessary support to
overcome them. He asserted
that with the Commission's
guidance and financial assis-
tance, Punjab can revitalize its
economy, achieve sustainable
development, and restore its
former glory.

Mann also highlighted the
state's commitment to trans-
parent governance and efficient
resource mobilization. In the
last two years, the state's own
tax revenue has seen impressive
growth, surpassing national
growth rates. GST revenue has
increased by 33 percent, and
excise revenue has risen by
more than 50 percent, thanks
to robust administration and
honest governance. The State
Government is also reviewing
various expenditure items and
rationalizing unproductive
expenditure to improve finan-
cial stability.

The Chief Minister point-
ed out that many of Punjab's
problems are legacy issues
resulting from ill-advised polit-
ical decisions by previous gov-
ernments, such as the Rs 30,584
crore CCL Loan taken in
March 2017 and substantial
untargeted subsidies given
right before elections in 2021.
“These actions have had long-
lasting repercussions on the
state's economy. Despite these
inherited challenges, the cur-
rent government is making
concerted efforts to achieve
financial consolidation and
create a vibrant, prosperous
‘Rangla Punjab’,” he said.

Mann concluded by reaf-
firming Punjab's resilience and
determination to rise above
adversity, expressing confi-
dence that with the
Commission's support, the
state will continue its journey
towards prosperity and eco-
nomic stability. He reiterated
the state government's com-
mitment to restoring Punjab's
pristine glory and emphasized
that no stone will be left
unturned in this noble cause.

n Rs 1,32,247-cr special package
for holistic development
n Funds for Solarization to reduce
electricity subsidies
n Development Funds worth Rs
75,000 cr
n Rs 17,950-cr for agriculture and
paddy diversification
n Rs 5,025-cr for Stubble Burning
n Rs 8,846-cr for Narco-Terrorism
and Drug Abuse
n Rs 6,000-cr for Industrial
Revitalization
n Rs 9,426-cr for Urban Local
Bodies
n Rs 10,000-cr for Rural Local
Bodies

Punjab demands…

Punjab Demands 50%
Share in Central Taxes:
Finance Commission
PNSn CHANDIGARH

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on

Monday called upon the 16th
Finance Commission to
increase the state’s share of cen-
tral taxes to 50 percent from the
current 41 percent during the
Commission's visit to Punjab,
where extensive discussions
were held to assess the state's
economic and financial health.

Confirming the state's
request at a media briefing, the
Commission’s chairman Dr
Arvind Panagariya said: “The
Punjab government has
demanded that the states
should receive 50 percent of the
taxes collected by the Centre,
instead of the current 41 per-
cent.”

During the visit, the 16th
Finance Commission, com-
prising Dr Panagariya and
members Soumyakanti Ghosh,
Annie George Mathew, Ajay
Narayan Jha, and Dr Manoj
Panda, engaged in compre-
hensive discussions with Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann and
senior officials of the Punjab
government. The delegation
sought to understand the state's
socio-economic landscape, fis-
cal challenges, and the impact
of Goods and Services Tax
(GST) on its revenues.

Addressing the media, Dr
Panagariya highlighted the key
points of the meeting. He stat-
ed that CM Mann provided a
general overview of Punjab's
economic and financial fronts,
while the state's Finance
Minister elaborated on the
same themes. The finance sec-
retary delivered a detailed pre-
sentation, covering crucial
aspects such as Punjab's socio-
economic profile, demograph-
ic trends, fiscal health, and the
significant impact of GST on
state revenues.“The finance

secretary discussed at length
the challenges facing Punjab,
including issues related to
growth and revenue genera-
tion,” said Dr Panagariya. “The
state's demand for an increased
share of central taxes stems
from these pressing challenges
and the need for greater finan-
cial resources to drive devel-
opment,” he said.

Explaining the Finance
Commission's role, Dr
Panagariya said, "The Finance
Commission is appointed every
five years to make recommen-
dations on the distribution of
central taxes. Our mandate
includes determining how
taxes should be divided
between the Centre and the 28
states, and then among the
states themselves."

He elaborated on the
process of tax distribution,
known as vertical and hori-
zontal devolution. "The first
division between the Centre
and 28 states is called vertical
division, while the distribution
among the states is referred to
as horizontal devolution," he
explained. “Punjab's recom-
mendation is that vertical devo-
lution should be adjusted to
favor the states more, increas-
ing their share from 41 to 50
percent, which means half of
the shareable central taxes
should go to the states, enhanc-
ing their fiscal capacity,” he
added.

During the discussions,
the Finance Commission also
considered the broader impli-
cations of GST on state rev-
enues. Punjab has experienced
a significant impact due to the
subsumption of various state
taxes into GST, which has
altered its revenue landscape.
The state officials highlighted
the need for a revised tax
structure to compensate for
these changes and ensure sus-
tainable revenue streams.

Recruitment for 50,000 posts to
be initiated soon in Hry: CM Saini
PNSn CHANDIGARH

Stating that government jobs
are now being given without

‘kharchi-parchi’, Haryana Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini on
Monday said that 50,000 new
recruitments would be done
soon in the state. Additionally,
the State Government has
taken several steps to benefit
the poor, he added.

The Chief Minister made
these remarks as the chief
guest at an event in Karnal.
Criticizing the opposition,
Saini said that the Congress
party had only promised to
provide 100-square yard plots
to the poor but failed to deliv-
er the plot papers and posses-
sion. In contrast, the current
government has so far given
possession and papers for plots
to 20,000 individuals, and
those who have left will also be
given plots.

He also said that the gov-
ernment has decided to waive
the electricity surcharge for
connections up to 2 kilowatts.

Consumers will only pay for
the units consumed, meaning
that if they are out of town for
a month, their bill will be zero.
Additionally, the government
will install 2-kilowatt solar
panels on the roofs of houses
belonging to consumers with
an annual income of less than
Rs 1.80 lakh. The cost of this
installation, amounting to Rs 1
lakh, will be covered 60 percent
by the Central Government
and 40 percent by the Haryana
Government. Any surplus elec-
tricity generated by these solar
panels will be purchased by the
Power Corporation.

He said that the state gov-
ernment has provided free
travel up to 1,000 km per year
in state transport buses for 84
lakh people from 23 lakh fam-
ilies with an annual income of
less than Rs 1 lakh by issuing
them HAPPY cards.

Under the Mukhya Mantri
Shehri Awas Yojna, 30-square-
yard plots are being allocated
to the poor in cities, with
15,000 people already receiving
plots in 14 cities. He also high-

lighted that the benefits of the
Ayushman Bharat-Chirayu
Yojana are reaching the people
and that the government is cov-
ering the entire cost of educa-
tion for daughters from fami-
lies with an income of up to Rs
1.80 lakh.

Saini also criticized the
Congress for spreading misin-
formation. He said that during
their tenure, there were short-
ages of electricity and long
queues for gas cylinders. In
contrast, the current govern-
ment ensures 24-hour elec-
tricity and easy availability of
LPG cylinders. Taking a dig at
the opposition, the Chief
Minister stated that those with
questionable records are the
ones demanding account from
others. He remarked that both
the Congress and the Aam
Aadmi Party are trying to
deceive the public, criticizing
each other while also collabo-
rating.He recalled how a
Congress leader had warned
that if Narendra Modi became
Prime Minister, the
Constitution would be endan-

gered. However, he pointed out
that Modi has governed the
country in accordance with the
Constitution for the past 10
years, while the Congress for-
gets the Constitution when in
power.

Sanctions Rs 900
crore for construction of
Chaupals in rural areas

In another event, address-
ing the gathering in village
Ratangarh, Sindhuria Palace in
Karnal, Saini said that the
Government has allocated Rs
900 crore for the construction
of Chaupals for all sections in
the rural areas of the State. This
amount will soon be trans-
ferred to the accounts of the
Gram Panchayats. He said that
the government has signifi-
cantly developed rural areas
over the past 10 years, ensur-
ing that village residents now
have access to basic facilities
comparable to those in cities.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
envisions rapid development
across the country and the
state, ensuring that no village
is left behind in this progress.

Punjab’s political parties
present unified demands to
16th Finance Commission
PNSn CHANDIGARH

In a rare and significant dis-
play of political unity,

Punjab's major political parties
— Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),
Congress, Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD), Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP), among others — con-
verged to present a consoli-
dated set of demands before the
16th Finance Commission to
address the state's pressing
financial and developmental
issues, emphasizing the need
for special grants and reforms
to ensure equitable growth
and sustainability.

All the political parties,
unequivocally, raised the
demand for increased share of
central taxes, with other
demands like special grants
and schemes, historical griev-
ances, tax structure reform,
debt waiver for farmers, reso-
lution of state’s pending dues,
also finding voice in the meet-
ing.The Finance Commission,
led by chairman Dr Arvind
Panagariya, was on Monday in
Punjab to gather input on the
state’s economic needs and
challenges.The political parties
jointly urged the Finance
Commission to raise the state’s
share of central taxes from the
current 41 to 50 percent — an
adjustment seen as essential
due to the introduction of
GST, which has altered revenue
distribution, impacting the
state’s financial resources.

The parties have also
requested additional funds for
various sectors, including agri-
cultural diversification. An
extra Rs 10,000 crore has been
sought to support crop diver-
sification, promote horticul-
ture, and enhance food pro-
cessing capabilities; increased
funding for rural and urban
infrastructure projects; special
grants for social welfare pro-
grams and educational insti-
tutions; besides additional
resources to improve health-
care facilities and medical ser-
vices. Emphasis was also placed
on the need for economic

development initiatives, par-
ticularly in industrial and infra-
structure sectors, to stimulate
growth and create employ-
ment opportunities.

The parties have also called
for the resolution of historical
issues, such as the compensa-
tion for water provided to
Rajasthan as per the 1955
inter-state agreement and the
transfer of Chandigarh to
Punjab, along with settling
income discrepancies related to
Haryana’s failure to vacate the
capital.

SAD has specifically advo-
cated for a revision of tax
devolution formulas to better
accommodate Punjab's unique
challenges, including border
security costs and higher
expenditure on internal secu-
rity due to cross-border issues.
It also proposed a debt waiver
for farmers, citing the state's
high public debt and the finan-
cial strain on the agrarian sec-
tor. They also requested a reg-
ular grant for compensating
border farmers and tax con-
cessions for industry.

SAD also highlighted the
need for releasing pending
funds from the Rural
Development Fund (RDF) and
the Sarb Sikhya Abhiyan,
which are critical for main-
taining rural infrastructure.

The parties have urged the
Commission to support mea-
sures for groundwater conser-
vation and enhance canal water
usage to address the critical
issue of water depletion.

Led by former Cabinet
Minister Vijay Inder Singla, the
Congress delegation submitted
a comprehensive memoran-
dum to the Finance
Commission echoing broader
demand of increasing state
share of central taxes to 50 per-
cent; acknowledging the
adverse impact of GST on
Punjab’s revenues, particular-
ly from the loss of purchase tax
on agricultural goods; besides
a request for additional funds
to support agricultural activi-
ties and mitigate the effects of
water scarcity.

PNSn SHIMLA

Himachal Pradesh Vidhan
Sabha speaker Kuldeep

Singh Pathania on Monday
administered oath to the three
newly elected legislators,
including Kamlesh Thakur, the
wife of Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu.

The oath ceremony was
conducted inside the House in
the presence of the chief min-
ister, leader of the opposition,

cabinet ministers and other
members.  The members who
took oath included Congress

MLAs Kamlesh Thakur from
the Dehra assembly seat,
Hardeep Singh Bawa from the

Nalagarh seat and BJP legisla-
tor Ashish Sharma from the
Hamirpur assembly con-
stituency.

With the induction of the
three MLAs, the House is com-
plete with 68 members and the
strength of Congress has risen
to 40 while BJP has 28 mem-
bers in the legislative assembly.
There is no independent MLA
in the Vidhan Sabha for the first
time in the history of Himachal
Pradesh.  

Also, this is the first time a
couple, CM Sukhu and his
wife Kamlesh Thakur, are
members of the same House.

3 newly elected MLAs take oath in HP

Hry CM to attend State Level Public Representatives con-
ference at GJUST on July 25
Chandigarh: A state-level conference for public representatives will be
held at Guru Jambheshwar University of Science and Technology, Hisar.
An official spokesperson informed that Haryana Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini will attend the conference as the chief guest on July 25.
Haryana Health and Civil Aviation Minister Kamal Gupta will be a spe-
cial guest at the event, while Minister of State for Urban Local Bodies
Subhash Sudha will preside over the program, he added.
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It is for public information 

that my Ph.D degree, Regd. No. 

991596911024 yr 2018 issued 

by Calorx Teachers University 

Ahmedabad, Gujarat has been 

lost. Veena W/o Bhupender 

Beniwal R/o H. No. 33, Shanti 

Colony Azad Nagar, Distt. Hisar 

(Haryana). 

I, Labh Singh S/o Som 

Nath, R/o Vill. & P.O. Ramnagar, 

Tehsil Shahabad (M.) 

Kurukshetra, declare that my 

son Suresh Kumar, my son 

Mukesh Kumar, daughter-in-law 

Kiran, daughter-in-law 

Sukhwinder, grandson Rahul, 

grandson  Oren and 

granddaughter Aman are out of 

my control. and do not even 

behave well with us. So I 

disinherit them from my all 

moveable/immoveable 

Properties. If anybody deals with 

them in any manner, they will 

deal on his own responsibility. 

I, Kamla W/o Mato Ram # 

227, Dadu Majra 38 West, 

Chandigarh Declare that my 

daughter in law Dholy W/o Late 

Ramesh their children Sahil, 

Shama, and Gaurav his wife 

Jyoti out of my control, so I 

disown them my all moveable & 

immovable property, anybody 

deal with them at their own risk. 

I, Baldev Singh s/o Sadhu 

Ram r/o village Bagthala Tehsil 

Thanesar, Distt. Kurukshetra 

inform that my son Dharambir 

Singh is out of my control. 

Therefore, I disown him from my 

movable and immovable 

properties. My family will not be 

responsible for his good or bad 

deeds and transactions in 

future. 

I, Om Parkash S/o Sh. 

Ram Chander R/o Village Karur 

Distt. Rohtak declare that my 

elder son Ajay is out of my 

control. So I disown him from my 

all moveable/immoveable 

properties. Any body dealing 

with him at their own risk. I or my 

family are not responsible for 

any type of their legal or illegal 

acts. 

I Gurmeet Singh S/o 

Mastu Ram R/o #377, Village 

Burail, U.T., Chandigarh declare 

that my son Partik Singh Shah is 

out of my control. So I disown 

him from all my 

moveable/immoveable 

properties. if anybody deals with 

him they will do their own 

risk/responsibility. Me & my 

family member will be not 

responsible for their any activity 

or deed. 

I, Amarjeet Singh S/o 

Mahinder Singh Vill.Kalsa Tehsil 

Pehowa Distt.Kurukshetra My 

Son Kuldeep Singh and his wife 

Ramandeep Kaur is out of my 

control. I, disown them  from all 

My moveable and immoveable 

properties. If Anybody deals with 

him at Their Own risk. 

I, Santosh wife of late Shri 

Megh Singh, resident of village 

and post office Khatauli, Tehsil 

Barwala district Panchkula 

declare that my son namely 

Puneet and his wife, Shrimati 

Pooja are out of My Control so 

that I disown them both from my 

all movable and immovable 

properties. Anybody deals with 

them their own risk. 

I, Nisha, D/o Shri Balbir 

Singh, R/o Ward No. 4, Channa 

Colony, Naraingarh, Tehsil 

Naraingarh, District Ambala, 

declare that my son Janeshwar 

Rana (Shivansh) and daughter 

Chandrashvi Rana (Chailsi) are 

out of my Control/hearing. I evict 

both of them from my movable 

and immovable property. I will 

not be responsible for any 

dealings with them in future. 

I, Harminder Singh S/o 

Ajaib Singh R/o H.No. 1624, 

Sector 51 B Chandigarh Now 

R/o Ekta Vihar Patiala Tehsil & 

Distt. Patiala declare that my 

son Sandeep Singh is out of my 

control. So I disown him from my 

all movable and immovable 

property. If anybody deals with 

him will be responsible 

himself/herself. 

म� शुशील  िसंह पू� बु�� िसंह 

गांव िनवासी अंदोही पंगड़ा तहसील 

एवं िजला पठानकोट सूिचत करता �ं 

िक मेरा बेटा हरीश िसंह और उसकी 

प%ी ि&या पु�ी बलराम िसंह (तारागढ़ 

)यह दोनो ंमेरे कहने से बाहर है मेरी 

संपि* पर इनका कोई हक नही ंहै म- 

दोनो ंको अपनी चल अचल संपि* से 

वेदखल करता �ं जो भी इन दोनो ंसे 

लेनदेन करेगा वह खुद िज0ेदार होगा 

I, Suraksha Kumari W/o 

late Ramesh Kumar resident of 

22/6 Improvement Trust colony, 

Batala road, Gurdaspur (Punjab), 

declare that in Passport number 

M9789128 which belongs to my 

daughter Shaina Sharma, My 

name has been written as 

Suraksha Sharma whereas in all 

my documents and passport, My 

name is written as Suraksha 

Kumari. All concerned please 

note that Suraksha Kumari and 

Suraksha Sharma both names 

pertain to the same person and 

that is myself. 

I, Jasbir Singh S/o Arjun 

Singh R/o house no. 279, Near 

Lal Tanki, Shanti Nagar, Model 

Town, Panipat, declares that my 

name is Jasbir in my school 

certificate, Jasbir Singh in my 

Aadhaar card and Jasbir Malik 

in some documents. Jasbir, 

Jasbir Singh and Jasbir Malik, 

all three names are mine. In 

future I would like to be known 

as Jasbir Singh. 

I, Kulbir Kaur W/o Ajit 

Singh and No. 4490187H Naik 

Lovepreet Singh, Village 

Barnala, Po. Bhagran, Teh-

Mukerian Distt. Hoshiarpur 

declare that as per my son’s 

Army record my name wrongly 

recorded as Kulvir Kaur. But my 

correct name is Kulbir Kaur. 

I, No. JC414374P Ex-NB 

SUB-9 PARA SF/56 A.P.O.Jai 

Dev SM S/o Om Parkash R/o 

Village Nahara PS Kundali 

Tehsil & Distt. Sonepat-131103 

(Haryana) that my son's name 

has wrongly been written as 

GAURAV in my service records. 

But the correct name of my son 

is Gourav in Adhar Card and 

vide affidavit dated. 17.07.2024 

before Executive Magistrate 

Court Sonepat. 

I, Shehjadpreet Singh S/o 

Ranjit Singh  R/o Vill Nickko 

Sarai PO Talwandi Rama Distt 

Gurdaspur (Pb) 143604 declare 

that in my Aadhar card and 

matric Passing Certificate , my 

name written as Shehjadpreet 

Singh, which is my actual and 

correct name. That in my 12th 

Passing Certificate my name is 

written as Shehjadpreet. My 

name may please be amended 

as Shehjadpreet to 

Shehjadpreet Singh. That 

Shehjadpreet and Shehjadpreet 

Singh Pertains to one single and 

same person.  

I Raj Rani w/o Subha Singh  

r/o Vill. Sangu Dhaun, Sri 

Muktsar Sahib, do hereby 

solemnly affirm and declare that 

In the School Record of my 

minor daughter Ikrehmat Kaur 

her name wrongly enter as 

Ikrehmat Kaur Brar instead of 

Ikrehmat Kaur and her father 

name wrongly enter as Suba 

Singh Instead of his correct 

name Subha Singh All 

concerned may kindly note. 

I, Sukhvir Singh Dhull S/O 

Dalip Singh Dhull R/O Village 

and Post Office Ikkas, District 

and tehsil Jind. I declare that my 

name Sukhbir Singh was 

wrongly mentioned in passport 

no.M04475530.Whereas my 

real name is Sukhvir Singh 

Dhull. And in future this name 

will be used for every purpose. 

Be it official or unofficial. 

I Rameshwar S/O Sarvan 

Kumar R/O Talakaur Tehsil 

Jagadhri Distt Yamunanagar, 

Hariana- 133103 Declare That 

In My Army Record My Son 

Name Is Wrongly Recorded As 

Gorav . His Correct Name Is 

Gorav Saini 

I Jasvir Singh Mallhi s/o 

suhinder singh mallhi r/o phul 

(rural) District Bathinda is my 

father name sahinder singh 

mentioned in my passport 

number S1752667 which is 

wrong. My father correct name 

is suhinder singh mallhi please 

correct in my passport number 

S1752667. 

I Jyoti Sharma, Adhar 

Card No-332810721668, Widow 

Daughter Of Ex No-7092465, 

Ex-Late Hav Raj Kumar Kaushal 

Residence Of Pandori Gate 

Agwar Chahlan Da, Tehsil- 

Dharamkot, Distt- Moga, State- 

Punjab Declare That I Want To 

Amend My Name Jayoti To Jyoti 

Sharma And Date Of Birth 26-

04-1973 To 25-04-1975 

I Mohan Singh, Ex No- Jc-

499602F, Rank-Sub (Hony Lt), 

Residence Of Vill- Taprian Bare, 

Po- Bhanopli, Tehsil-Nangal 

Dam, District- Rupnagar, State - 

Punjab That I Change My 

Daughter's Name Lovepreet 

Kaur To Labhpreet And Date Of 

Birth 08-01-1998 To 11-01-1998 

I, No 14496345A Ex TS NK 

Paramjit Singh Village Gorsian 

PO Alampur Tehsil Dasuya Distt 

Hoshiarpur Punjab declare that 

Spelling of My Wife Name to be 

read as Satinder Kaur Instead of 

Satender Kaur And Date of Birth 

to be read as 10-10-1969 

Instead of 05-12-1969. 

I, Ex Army No. 3973919K 

Rank Nk Ramesh Chand S/o 

Late: Gian Chand R/o Vill: Toki 

Po. Chhanni Teh-Indora Distt. 

Kangra, H.P. declare that in my 

Army record my wife Manorma 

Devi wrongly entered DOB 20-

11-1961. But my wife correct 

DOB 27-03-1953. So amended 

my wife DOB from 20-11-1961 

to 27-03-1953 in my army 

record. 

I, Ravinder Rathi S/o Om 

Singh & Sita Rani w/o Ravinder 

Rathi r/o VPO Pandu Pindara, 

Teh. & Distt Jind, Haryana that 

in Our son's Jatin Rathi 10th 

certificate  Father name is 

Written as Ravinder and Mother 

name is Sita which is incorrect. 

While father correct name is 

Ravinder Rathi and  mother 

name is Sita Rani.   

It is for general information 

that I, Surender Kumar Laura 

son of Sh. Jai Chand residing at 

H.No. 150/13, Krishna Kunj, 

Hanuman Colony,1 Rohtak 

declare that name of my minor 

daughter has been wrongly 

written as Vidhi in my minor 

daughter's namely Vidhi Laura, 

aged 17 years, in her 10th and 

12th DMC, educational 

documents. The actual name of 

my minor daughter is Vidhi 

Laura which may be amended 

accordingly. Surender Kumar 

Laura 

I Manisha D/o Naresh 

Kumar R/o H.No 784, Sector 15, 

Sonipat, Haryana 131001 has 

changed my name to Manisha 

Sanduja for all purposes. 

I, Mithlesh Kumari D/o 

Dharmendra Singh, R/o Vill- 

Jianagla, PO Kanakpuri, Distt. 

Bareilly, UP have changed my 

name to Archna. 

I, Raman Kumar S/o 

Amarjeet Singh R/o House No. 

113, Ward No. 16, Fatehgarh, 

Tehsil & Distt. Hoshiarpur 

146001, Punjab. Declere that 

Raman Kumar Alias Raman 

Kumar Saini is one and the 

same person. Concerned note.  

I, Amarjeet Singh S/o 

Parkash Singh R/o House No. 

113, Ward No. 16, Fatehgarh, 

Tehsil & Distt. Hoshiarpur 

146001, Punjab. Declere that 

Amarjeet Singh Alias Amarjeet 

Singh Saini is one and the same 

person. Concerned note.  

I, Rohit S/o Ramesh 

Kumar, R/o W No 6, Purhiran, 

Hoshiarpur, Punjab- 146001, 

have changed my name and 

shall hereafter be Known as 

Rohit Kumar. 

I, Gita Devi w/o Manoj 

Patel, R/o # 281, Phase-2, Bapu 

Dham Colony, Sector 26, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name to Geeta Devi. 

I, Davneet Singh S/O 

Davinder Parkash Singh Nurpuri 

R/O. #1033, Old Sunny 

Enclave, Sector 125, Kharar, 

Sas Nagar,  Mohali, Punjab. My 

Father Correct Name Is 

Davinder Singh Instead Of  

Davinder Parkash Singh 

Nurpuri. 

I, Gurdayal S/O Sh. Kesar 

Dass R/O Village Basara Tehsil 

Samalkha Distt. Panipat, 

Haryana Declare That I Have 

Changed My Name From 

Gurdiyal To Gurdayal In Future 

All Purposes. Please Note All 

Concern. 

I, Rajni Jaiswal D/O 

Prabhu Narayan Jaiswal R/O D 

1675, Second Floor, Ansal 

Sushant City, Panipat(Hr) 

Declare That Have Change My 

Name Rajani Jaiswal To Rajni 

Jaiswal For All Purposes. 

I, Lalita Kumari W/o Sher 

Singh R/o V.P.O Janauri Distt. 

Hoshiarpur have changed my 

name to Radha Rani. 

Concerned Note. 

I, Rakesh Kumar Sharma 

S/o Sh. Sudershan Kumar R/o 

House No. 113/17, Ded Raj 

Mohalla, Near Hanuman Gali, 

Jind have changed my name 

from Rakesh Kumar Sharma to 

Rakesh Kumar for all future 

purposes. 

I, am Jai Singh, son of Mr. 

Jile Singh, resident of house 

number 6, gali number 1.Near 

New Subzi Mandi, Rishi Colony, 

Sonipat, I state that as per the 

school certificate (10th class) of 

my son Aditya Saini, my name is 

written as Jai Singh Saini 

whereas in my Aadhaar card 

and other documents, My name 

is written as Jai Singh. Now I 

declare that my child Aditya 

Saini's school certificate and In 

other documents/Aadhaar card, 

my name is known and 

recognized as Jai Singh. 

I, am Pinki Kumari, wife of 

Mr. Jai Singh, resident of house 

number 6, gali number 1.Near 

New Subzi Mandi, Rishi Colony, 

Sonipat, I state that as per the 

school certificate (10th class) of 

my son Aditya Saini, my name is 

written as Pinki Saini whereas in 

my Aadhaar card and other 

documents, My name is written 

as Pinki Kumari. Now I declare 

that my child Aditya Saini's 

school certificate and In other 

documents/Aadhaar card, my 

name is known and recognized 

as Pinki Kumari. 

I, Neetu Singhal W/o Uma 

Shanker R/o 47, Professor 

Colony, Yamuna Nagar have 

changed my name from Neetu 

to Neetu Singhal. In future I shall 

be known Neetu Singhal. 

I, Davinder Singh S/o 

Jagdish Singh # 102 ,D 5, Purab 

Premium APT, Near Hero 

Homes, Sector 88, Mohali, VTC: 

Sohana, PO Sohana,  District 

SAS Nagar Mohali have 

changed my name to Davinder 

Singh Sanghera. 

I, Ramesh S/o  Kancha, # 

962, Faidan Nizampur, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name to Baba Lama. 

I, Davinder Singh S/o 

Jagdish Singh # 102 ,D 5, Purab 

Premium APT, Near Hero 

Homes, Sector 88, Mohali, VTC: 

Sohana, PO Sohana,  District 

SAS Nagar Mohali have 

changed my name to Davinder 

Singh Sanghera. 

I, Ramesh S/o  Kancha, # 

962, Faidan Nizampur, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name to Baba Lama. 

I, Sourabh S/o Sh.Ramesh 

Kumar R/o A-350, Sector 19, 

Anshal Sushant city, Panipat 

have changed my name from 

Sourabh to Sourabh Majoka. 

I, Surinder Kaur Lal W/o 

Late Ashok Nirdosh R/o # 

3078/1, Sector 44-D, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name from Surinder Kaur Lal to 

Surinder Kaur. 

I, Pardeep S/o 

Bhoopnaresh R/o VPO Kohli, 

Hisar, Distt. Hisar, Haryana 

125052 declare that I have 

changed my name from 

Pardeep to Pradeep Noonia for 

all future purpose.  

I, 15670620X Rank HAV 

Name Shintre Kashinath 

Ganpati R/o Vill. Gadhinglaj, PO 

Gadhinglaj, Teh. Gadhinglaj, 

Distt. Kolhapur, Maharshtra-

416502 have changed the name 

of my daughter in army record 

from Jahnvi Kashinath Shintre to 

Shintre Jahnvi Kashinath vide 

affidavit dated 20-07-2024 

before Session Court Hisar. 

I, Vijaya Kashinath Shintre 

Wife of 15670620X Rank HAV 

Name Shintre Kashinath 

Ganpati R/o Vill. Gadhinglaj, PO 

Gadhinglaj, Teh. Gadhinglaj, 

Distt. Kolhapur, Maharshtra-

416502 have changed my name 

in army record from Vijaya 

Kashinath Shintre to Shintre 

Vijaya Kashinath vide affidavit 

dated 20-07-2024 before 

Session Court Hisar. 

I, 15670620X Rank HAV 

Name Shintre Kashinath 

Ganpati R/o Vill. Gadhinglaj, PO 

Gadhinglaj, Teh. Gadhinglaj, 

Distt. Kolhapur, Maharshtra-

416502 have changed the name 

of my daughter in army record 

from Harshita Kashinath Shintre 

to Shintre Harshita Kashinath 

vide affidavit dated 20-07-2024 

before Session Court Hisar. 

I, Doodh Nath Father of 

JC-677547N Rank SUB Name 

Kamlesh Yadav R/o Vill. 

Semruna, PO Barhi, Teh. Churi 

Chaura, Distt. Gorakhpur, UP-

273405 have changed my name 

in army record from Doodh Nath 

to Doodhnath vide affidavit 

dated 20-07-2024 before 

Session Court Hisar. 

I, Arjun Singh Kambo S/o 

Randhir Singh R/o 686, Gali No. 

2, Naraingarh, Dr. Het Ram 

Colony, Amritsar- I, PO 

Chheharta, Distt. Amritsar, 

Punjab- 143105 have changed 

my minor son's name from 

Harmanpreet Singh to 

Harmanpreet Singh Kambo. 

I, Laljee Surendra Singh 

S/o Col. B.S. Budhrain R/o 

House No. 6343A, Rajeev Vihar, 

AWHO, Sector 13, Manimajra 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name from Laljee Surendra 

Singh to Surendra Singh. 

I, Ramesho W/o Rajpal R/o 

House No. 2555, Sector 27-C, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name from Ramesho to Moshu. 

I, Kamlesh Rani w/o Som 

Nath r/o #255/8, Guru Ravidass 

Nagar, Ladwa, Distt. 

Kurukshetra have changed my 

name from Kamlesh Rani to 

Kamla Devi. In future, I will be 

knowns as Kamla Devi.  

I, Lokesh S/o Sh. Jai 

Parkash R/o 156 W.No. 13 New 

Shiv Mandir Kalanaur 

Rohtak124001 declare That I 

have changed my name from 

Lokesh to Lokesh Kumar 

Kaushik in future I will be called 

by the name of Lokesh Kumar 

Kaushik for all purposes. 

I, Kasmiri Lal S/o Buta 

Ram R/o VPO Rohti District 

Kurukshetra, have changed my 

name from Kasmiri Lal to 

Kashmiri Lal. 

I, Manjeet Kaur  W/o Late 

Sh. Satinder Pal  Singh R/o 

H.No- 1014/6, Novelty Road 

Ambala City have changed my 

name from Manjeet Chhatwal to 

Manjeet  Kaur 

I, Shinde Sarda S mother 

of Army no -15582988X Hav 

Shinde Balram Shahaji R/o 

Parewadi, (Pargaon) (NV) 

Ahmadnagar Maharashtra 

414201 have changed my name 

from Shinde Sarda S to Sharda 

Shahaji Shinde and date of birth 

from 26.09.1958 to 01.01.1958 

vide affidavit dated 22.07.2024 

before Season Court, Hisar 

I, Pooja Adinath Kasar 

W/o Army no -15582988X Hav 

Shinde Balram Shahaji R/o 

Parevadi, Pargaon Bhatodi, 

Ahmadnagar Maharashtra 

414201 have changed my name 

from Pooja Adinath Kasar to 

Shinde Pooja Balram and date 

of birth from 21.07.1994 to 

21.07.1996 vide affidavit dated 

22.07.2024 before Season 

Court, Hisar 

I, Shahaji father of Army 

no- 15582988X Hav Shinde 

Balram Shahaji R/o Parewadi, 

(Pargaon) (NV) Ahmadnagar 

Maharashtra 414201 have 

changed my name from Shahaji 

to Shahaji Haribhau Shinde vide 

affidavit dated 22.07.2024 

before Season Court, Hisar. 

I, Shital Spouse of Army 

No 14934367Y Nk- Pote 

Navnath Suresh R/o 

Jawalarjun, PO Javalarjun, 

Distt. Pune, Maharashtra- 

412303 have changed my 

name from Shital to Shital 

Navnath Pote vide affidavit date 

22.07.2024 before Session 

Court, Hisar. 

I, Swati Narula W/o 

Mohinder Sachdeva R/o Ward 

no 16, Near Improvement Trust 

Park Mandi Dabwali, Distt. Sirsa 

(Hry.)-125104 have changed 

my name from Swati Sachdeva 

to Swati Narula for all purposes 

in future. 

I, Maya W/o Pappu Ram 

R/o Vill. Sadalpur, Distt., Hisar, 

Haryana declare that I have 

changed my name from Maya 

Devi to Maya for all future 

purpose.  

I, Jayant S/o Pankaj Bhutra 

R/o H. No. 199, First Floor, 

Sector 15-A, Hisar, Haryana 

125001 declare that I have 

changed my name from Jayant 

to Jayant Bhutra  for all future 

purpose.  

I, Tanish S/o Sh. Naresh 

Kumar R/o H. No. 182/13, 

Pathro Wali Gali Pul Taliyan 

Hisar, Haryana, India declare 

that I have changed my name 

from Tanish to Tanish Wadhwa 

as such in future for all purpose. 

I may be called with my said 

new name Tanish Wadhwa.  

I, Rimpy (Old Name, which 

is to be changed) W/o Sh. 

Ranbir Singh R/o Near Water 

Tank, Josar, Jyotisar, Thanesar, 

Kurukshetra have changed my 

name from Rimpy (Old Name) 

to Rimpal (New Name) 

I, Kuldeep Saini S/o Teja 

Singh R/o VPO Bir Mathana, 

Tehsil Thanesar, District 

Kurukshetra, have changed my 

name from Kuldeep Saini to 

Kuldeep Singh Saini. 

I, Satish S/o Kuldeep 

Singh Saini R/o VPO Bir 

Mathana, Tehsil Thanesar, 

District Kurukshetra, have 

changed my name from Satish 

to Satish Saini. 

I, Verinder Mohan S/O 

Jagdish Chander R/O Friends 

Colony Patel Chowk,Pathankot-

145001 Dist. Gurdaspur, Punjab 

Has Changed My Name From 

Verinder Mohan To Varinder 

Mohan Sharma 

I Chander Kumar S/O 

Nikka Ram Sharma R/O 98, 

Ward No.54, Tungpai Abadi 

Sandhu Colony Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name To Chander 

Kumar Sharma 

I Ramna W/O Chander 

Kumar R/O 98, Ward No.54, 

Tungpai Abadi Sandhu Colony 

Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name To Ramana Sharma 

I, Mewa Dass S/O Sangat 

Ram R/O H.No.4009, Patel 

Nagar, Jandiala Guru, Tehsil 

And District Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From Mewa 

Dass To Mewa Ram 

I, Pradeep Aneja S/O 

Parveen Aneja R/O H.No.2806, 

Gali Gujjran Wali, Jandiala Guru 

Tehsil And District Amritsar 

Have Changed My Name From 

Pradeep Aneja To Pardeep 

Aneja 

I, Praveen Aneja S/O 

Lachhman Dass R/O 

H.No.2806, Gali Gujjran Wali, 

Jandiala Guru Tehsil And 

District Amritsar Have Changed 

My Name From Praveen Aneja 

To Parveen Aneja 

I, Jashanpreet Singh S/O 

Rashpal Singh R/O H.No.5292, 

Verowal Road, Jujhar Nagar, 

Janadiala Guru Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From 

Jashanpreet Singh To Jaskaran 

Singh 

I, Rachna Verma Alias 

Neena W/O Shukal Dev Verma 

R/O H.No.45, Medical Enclave, 

Circular Road, Amritsar Have 

Chagend My Name From 

Rachna Verma Alias Neena To 

Rachna Verma 

I Sangram Singh S/O Ram 

Ji R/O H.No. H2/761, Gali No.7 

New Joura Phatak Dashmesh 

Nagar Amritsar Have Changed 

My Name From Sangram Singh 

To Given Name Sangram 

Surname Singh. 

I, Samriti Budhiraja D/O 

Ved Parkash R/O H.No.16, Gali 

No.33, O/S Gate Hakima, Fateh 

Singh Colony, Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From 

Samriti Budhiraja To Priyanka 

Soni 

I, Sarabjit Singh S/O 

Kulwant Singh R/O Quater 

No.1, Ramsar Road, Gurdwara 

Printing Press, Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From 

Sarabjit Singh To Sarabjeet 

Singh 

I, Sarabjit Kaur W/O 

Rajinder Singh R/O H.No.78, 

Gali No.6, Shaheed Udham 

Singh Nagar, Sultanwind Road, 

Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name From Sarabjit Kaur To 

Sarbjeet Kaur 

I, Leela Rawat Spouse Of 

No.Jc-286821a Sub Kamal 

Kumar R/O Vill Patan, Po Bans, 

Tehsil Gangolihat, Distt. 

Pithoragarh State Uttarakhand-

262532 Have Changed My Date 

Of Birth From 10.04.1981 To 

05.07.1980 Vide Affidavit No.In-

Pb37871066298812w 

Dt.22.07.2024 Before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I Dimple Mahajan D/O Sh. 

Kewal Krishan W/O Navdeep 

Singh R/O 47a/7, The Mall, 

Dalmia Lane, Mall Road, 

Amritsar. I Have Changed My 

Name After Marriage Dimple 

Mahajan To Simran Kaur. 

I Ajay Kumar S/O Ashok 

Kumar R/O 11-3 Tokriya Wali 

Gali No.1 Khoo Kundiyan Wala 

Vishal Vihar Batala Road 

Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name To Ajay Kumar Thakur 

I, Sumangal Mother Of 

No.14930608w Hav Rahul Kutre 

R/O #11/A Lalwadi Herbal 

Khanapur Belgaum Karnataka-

591120 Now At 15 Mech Inf C/O 

56 Apo Have Changed My 

Name To Sumangala Kutre And 

Date Of Birth From 22.03.1957 

To 01.01.1959 Vide Affidavit 

No.In-Pb37487647928414w 

Dt.20.07.2024 Before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Jc-249953w Nb/Ris 

Deepak Kumar Khan S/O Sri 

Subhash Chandra Khan R/O 

Tehsil Udakishungunj Murli 

Chandwa Madhepura Bihar-

852220 Have Changed My 

Daughter’s Name From 

Deeksha To Deeksha Kattyean 

Vide Affidavit No.In-

Pb37839474327872w 

Dt.22.07.2024 Before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Aprajita Spouse Of Jc-

249953w Nb/Ris Deepak Kumar 

Khan R/O Tehsil Udakishungunj 

Murli Chandwa Madhepura 

Bihar-852220 Have Changed 

My Name To Aprajita Khan Vide 

Affidavit No.In-

Pb37844645952494w 

Dt.22.07.2024 Before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Amarjit Kaur W/O Joga 

Singh R/O Vill Natt,Po.Chahal 

Kalan,Teh Batala,Gurdaspur 

Have Changed My From Amarjit 

Kaur To Amarjeet Kaur 

I, Gurwinder Singh S/O 

Dalveer Singh R/O Vill Pihe Wali 

Po Kassoana Tehsil Zira District 

Ferozepur Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name Gurwinder  

Is My Given Name And Singh Is 

My Surname 

I, Jasbir Singh S/O Sohan 

Singh R/O Vpo Jalalpura, Block 

Majitha Amritsar Have Changed 

My Name Jasbir Is My Given 

Name And Singh Is My 

Surname 

I, Ravneet Kaur Alias 

Reeta W/O Surinderjit Singh 

R/O Village Kotli Aulakh, 

Vanieyke, Vanike Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From 

Ravneet Kaur Alias Reeta To 

Ravneet Kaur 

We, Himmat Singh And 

Harmeet Kaur R/O H.No.17-B, 

Adarsh Nagar, Ram Tirath 

Road, Amritsar Have Changed 

Our Son’s Name From 

Japadabvir Singh To Japadab 

Singh 

I, Dharambir Dependent 

Father of Satya Narayan 

Resident Of Village Bhuriyawas 

,Post Office Guriani , District 

Rewari, Haryana , PIN Code-

123301 have Changed My 

Name From Dharambir  To  

Dharmbir Sharma Vide Affidavit 

dated :19-07-2024 Before Mr. 

Satpal, Notary, Pathankot 

(Punjab). 

I, Preeti Kush w/o Mohit 

Kush R/o #748, Kheri Naru 

Distt. Karnal, Haryana have 

changed my name from Preeti 

to Preeti Kush. In future I should 

be known as Preeti Kush. 

I, Mridul S/o  Brij Bhushan 

R/o Flat No. 14, B 1, 3rd Floor, 

Gulmohar City, Zirakpur, Tehsil 

Derabassi (SAS Nagar), have 

changed my name  from Mridul 

to Mridul Jaitly.  

I, Manjeet Singh S/o 

Bhagat Singh Papneja,  R/o 

House No 347/2, 4, New 

Colony, Papneja House, Ladwa, 

District- Kurukshetra ,Pin-

136132.Haryana, Have 

changeed my name to Manjeet 

Singh  (Name) Papneja 

(Surname)  

I, Daljeet Kaur W/o 

Manjeet Singh Papneja  R/o 

House No 347/2, 4, New 

Colony, Papneja House, Ladwa, 

District- Kurukshetra, Pin-

136132, Haryana, have 

changeed my name to Daljeet 

Kaur (Name) Papneja 

(Surname)  

I, Balvinder singh s/o 

Diwan Singh Village jasraur Dist 

Amritsar changed the name 

Balvinder singh to Balwinder 

Singh all concerned noted 

I, Budh Singh (Lately 

Pargat Singh)  S/o Jarnail Singh  

Residing at Village Bhandal, Po. 

Lakhna, Tehsil Patti, tarnTaran-

143419 have Changed my 

name from Pargat Singh  to 

Budh Singh. 

I Ramesh Kumar Saini S/O 

Narata Ram R/O Sukhdaspur 

Tehsil Saraswati Nagar 

(Mustafabad) Distt Yamuna 

Nagar Have Changed My Name 

Ramesh Kumar To Ramesh 

Kumar Saini 

I Rohit Singh Son Of 

Harbans Singh Resident Of 

Village Sirkapada Tehsil & 

District Patiala Have Changed 

My Name From Rohit To Rohit 

Singh. 

I Veerpal Kaur W/O Late. 

Jagsir Ram Alias Jagseer Dass 

R/O Village Balianwali District 

Bathinda Did My Husband Have 

Two Names He Was Known By 

Both Names. 

I, Pandeep Singh Grewal 

S/O Mohan Singh R/O Vill. 

Adampal, Tehsil Malerkotla 

(Punjab), Have Changed My 

Name To Pandeep Singh. 

Concerned Please Note. 

I, Amandeep Kaur Somal 

W/O Gurpreet Singh R/O Vill. 

Matoi, Distt. Malerkotla, Have 

Changed My Name To 

Amandeep Kaur. Concerned 

Please Note. 

I, Gurpinder Kaur Jassar 

W/O Manpreet Singh R/O Vill. 

Matoi, Distt. Malerkotla, Have 

Changed My Name To 

Gurpinder Kaur. Concerned 

Please Note. 

I Lovedeep Singh Jassal 

S/O Bikram Singh, R/O Sbs 

College Road Kotkapura, 

Faridkot Have Changed My 

Name Two Lovedeep Singh  

I Rishi S/O Jaswinder 

Singh Vpo Basali Tehsil 

Anandpur Sahib Distt Ropar 

Have Changed My Name Rishi 

To Rishi Rana 

I Sneha Peswani W/O 

Ritesh Kumar R/O Flat No- 123, 

I Block, Army Flats, Mdc Sector- 

4 Panchkula, Have Changed My 

Minor Daughter Name From 

Dhriti To Dhriti Peswani. 

I Madhu Wife Of Rajesh 

Kumar R/O Street No.13 Guru 

Angad Nagar Kot Kapura Road 

Sri Muktsar Sahib Have 

Changed My Name Madhu 

Rani. 

Sanjay Kumar S/O Prem 

Bahadur R/O H.No. 31, Sector 

55, Palsora, UT, Chandigarh, 

Have Changed My Name From 

Sanjay To Sanjay Kumar. 

I Mangat Ram S/O Parkash 

Chand R/O Village Golra Po & 

Tehsil Mukerina, Distt 

Hoshiarpur Have Changed My 

Name Mangat Ram To Mangat 

Is My Given Name. Ram Is My 

Surname 

I, Aseem S/o Nishi Kant R/o 

Near OBC Bank Ward No. 12, 

Railway Road, Kalayat, Distt. 

Kaithal (Haryana) declares that 

I have changed my name from 

Aseem to Aseem Sharma. In 

future I will be known by the 

name of Aseem Sharma. All 

concerned please note. 

I, Savita W/o Sh. Anil Mann 

R/o H.No. 710, Sector -8, Urban 

Estate, Karnal -132001 have 

changed my name from Savita 

to Savita Mann. 

I, Kamlesh W/o Satyawan 

Vill.Ishaq, Pehowa, Kurukshetra 

have Changed My Given Name 

Kamlesh Surname Kumari. 

I, Satyvan S/o Hari Singh 

Vill.Ishaq, Pehowa, Kurukshetra 

have Changed My Name 

Satyawan. 

I, Pardeep Singh S/o 

Jaspal Singh Vill.Adhoya, 

Diwana, Pehowa, Kurukshetra 

have Changed My Given Name 

Pardeep Surname Singh. 

I, Shammi Goyal  W/o 

Rajiv Goyal V.P.O Azrana Kalan  

Tehsil Thanser Kurukshetra 

have Changed my name 

Shmmy Goyal. 

I, Boota Ram S/o Rai Singh 

Vill.Diwana, Pehowa, 

Kurukshetra have Changed My 

Name Buta Ram 

I Rajvinder Kaur w/o 

Sukhdev Singh R/o Village 

Satora Pehowa Haryana to 

Rajvinder (Name) Kaur 

(Surname) 

I, Surjeet Singh S/o Angrej 

Singh R/o Village Shergarh, 

Gharam, P.O. Gharam Distt. 

Patiala (Punjab) have changed 

my name from Surjit Singh to 

Surjeet Singh and changed my 

address from VPO. Karah 

Sahib, Pehowa, Kupian Plot, 

Kurukshetra to Village 

Shergarh, Gharam, P.O. 

Gharam Distt. Patiala, Punjab. 

I, Chaudhari Vimalaben 

Wife of Name Chaudhari 

Bhaveshbhai Bhurabhai R/o 

Vill.Post.Duva. Teh.Tharad.D 

ist-Banaskantha. Gujarat  Pin-

385310 declare that in my 

husband's service record my 

name wrongly mentioned 

Chaudhari Vimalaben but my 

correct name is Chaudhari 

Vimalaben Bhaveshbhai 

I Sanjay Kumar Sachdeva 

S/O Sh Om Parkash R/O H.No 

1959 Housing Board Colony 

Sector 6 Karnal I Have Changed 

My Name From Sanjay, Sanjay 

Kumar,  Sanjay Sachdeva To 

Sanjay Kumar Sachdeva. In 

Future I Shall Be Known As 

Sanjay Kumar Sachdeva. 

We, Ajay Pahwa s/o Ashok 

kumar Pahwa and Pooja Mehta 

w/o Ajay Pahwa R/o 284/1/4, 

Krishna colony, near old bus 

stand, Rohtak have changed 

our Daughter’s name from 

Tanishqa Pahwa to Niharika 

Pahwa for all Future Purposes 

I, D Varalakshmi is Wife of 

No. 15334405H Rank NK Name 

Kishore D, of Unit 41 Task 

Force C/O 56 APO Residing of 

4- 168-1 Village 

Gundlakattamanchi P.O K G 

Sathram Tehsil Bangarupalyam 

Distt. Chittoor State Andhra 

Pradesh PIN 517416 Declare 

That my date of birth 

23.05.1984 Wrongly written in 

my husband Army Service 

Records but my correct date of 

birth is 01/01/1987. 

I Gurjant Singh Sandhu 

son of Joginder Singh resident 

of Guru Ram Das Nagar Near 

Dana Mandi Ferozepur City 

Have changed my name to 

Gurjant Singh. 

I, Swarnjit Kaur W/o 

Balwinder Singh R/o F-2/5, 

S.B.S. Engineering college, 

Ferozepur have changed my 

name to Swaranjeet Kaur. 

I, Gurmehal Singh S/o 

Gurmej Singh R/o Village Jia 

Bagga, PO. Jhoke Hari Har, 

Tehsil & District Ferozepur have 

changed my name to Gurmehal 

Singh Dhanoa. 

I, Jasbir Kaur W/o 

Gurmehal Singh Dhanoa R/o 

Village Jia Bagga, PO. Jhoke 

Hari Har, Tehsil & District 

Ferozepur have changed my 

name to Jasbir Kaur Dhanoa. 

I, Bindi Devi is wife of No 

15622589Y Nk Arvind Kumar 

Singh, serving in unit 4 Guards 

(1 Rajput) C/o 56 APO have 

change my name from Bindi 

Kumari to Bindi Devi. 

I, Nohopinu legally 

wedded spouse of Eyozo 

Angami resident of Vill. Kezo 

Town, Po. Chakhabama, Distt. 

Kohima, State Nagaland, PIN-

797001 have changed my 

name from Nohopinu to 

Nohopinu Angami vide Affidavit 

dated 19 Mar 2024 before 

Notary Public Nagaland. 

Continuity Pg. No. 11 

Classifieds

LOST AND FOUND

CHANGE OF NAME

PUBLIC NOTICE

BEDAKHLI NOTICE
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On the 5th of July, the
Chairperson of the National
Commission for Protection of
Child Rights (NCPCR),
Priyank Kanoongo, declared
that the mica mines in
Jharkhand’s Koderma district
were free from child labour.
NCPCR’s announcement
holds immense significance
given that child labour in
Koderma’s mica mines has
been an open secret for
decades. 
Despite the International
Labour Organization con-
sidering mining and quarry-
ing as hazardous work and
one of the worst forms of
child labour child labour con-
tinues to persist throughout
the world, especially in the
marginalised sector. 
Children's small size makes
them ideal for navigating the
narrow caves and tunnels of
mica extraction. In the wake
of stringent environmental
regulations including the 1980
Forest Conservation Act, legal
mica mining paved the way
for illegal trade thriving in
Koderma and the rest of the
mica belt looping through the
dense forests of northern
Jharkhand and southern
Bihar.  I’ve witnessed this
journey up close. I’ve seen

Koderma transform from a
district where every family’s
children were engaged in
mica mining and collection to
a district with all children
from these mines enrolled in,
and going to schools. Back in
2005, while searching for the
children involved in mica
mining and collection, I was
in for a rude shock. 
The place resembled a paral-
lel universe—schools shut
down for months, CRPF bat-
talions camping in schools,
curfew-like atmosphere post
5 pm, no roads, mobile tow-
ers, electricity or tap water. I
realised that the mica, which
gave shimmer to our cars,
cosmetics and electronic
appliances, was coming from
a place, which was oblivious
to development and rights. 
Over the last 20 years, over
32,000 children identified as
working in mica mining and

collection, withdrawn from
work, enrolled and retained in
schools through the efforts of
NGOs under the Child
Labour Free Mica banner.
And over 22,000 in the last
two years alone. This monu-
mental change was achieved
by applying a multipronged
strategy at a scale in the tar-
geted geography:
Research: Data was gathered
to assess the problem and
plan their solutions. In 2019,
over 20,000 children, a major-
ity of them school dropouts,
were found working in mica
mines. 
Participation: Children’s
councils were formed to allow
the participation of children
in decision-making on issues
they were facing. This model
broke the systemic barriers of
oppression in access to rights
and injustice. Hundreds of
awareness programs were
organised in mica mining
villages to prevent child
labour. 
Protection: Based on infor-
mation received from credi-
ble sources, children were
rescued from mines from
time to time. Additionally, in
2019, the findings of a study
conducted on out-of-school
children were submitted to

NCPCR. As a result, the
stakeholders were able to
monitor the school atten-
dance of children to ensure
that rescued children were
retained in schools and no
child was leaving school to
work in mica mines.
Partnerships: MoU with the
Jharkhand state government,
partnership with the NITI
Aayog, local NGOs and
NCPCR enabled the Child
Labour Free Mica program to
reach the farthest corners of
the mica mining areas in
Koderma.
Enhancing social security:
People in mica mining-
dependent villages were con-
nected to social security
schemes. Labour cards were
made for daily wage labour-
ers; and people were linked
with the public distribution
system and pension schemes
The above interventions,  had
following impact: 20,584 chil-
dren withdrawn from labour
and 30,364 children were
enrolled in schools- Change
is possible, the child labour-
free mica program has proved
this.

(The author is a child rights
activist and founder of Just

Rights for Children; views
are personal)
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session of Parliament without opposi-
tion hurdles. Every party, state, and indi-
vidual leader has a wish list. The former
Chief Minister of Andhra Pradesh,
who previously demanded Special
Category Status for the state before
assuming office, was expected to achieve
this goal with an absolute majority.
However, to everyone's surprise, he
never addressed this issue and focused
instead on implementing Union govern-
ment programs. Now, having lost power,
he has again raised the issue of Special
Category Status for Andhra Pradesh.
People have come to understand the
leaders and their parties; it is now up to
the leaders to understand the people and
their demands.

A G Rajmohan | Anantapur
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Madam — It was a significant day at
Newport, Rhode Island, as Indian ten-
nis legends Leander Adrian Paes and
Vijay Amritraj were inducted into the
prestigious International Hall of Fame.
Leander Paes, a Padma Bhushan and

Padma Shri awardee, is renowned as one
of the all-time great doubles players,
holding the record for the most doubles
wins in Davis Cup. His illustrious
career includes eight men's doubles and
ten mixed doubles Grand Slam titles. 
In 1999, he, along with Mahesh
Bhupathi, became the first pair in the
Open era to reach the finals of all four
Grand Slams in men's doubles in the
same calendar year.
Vijay Amritraj, a Padma Shri awardee,
was inducted in the contributor catego-
ry, recognizing his visionary leadership
and transcendent impact on the sport.
In 2022, Amritraj was honored in
London by the International Tennis Hall
of Fame and the International Tennis
Federation for his lifetime contributions
to tennis. Their achievements continue
to inspire and shape the future of ten-
nis. Kudos to both Paes and Amritraj for
making India proud.
Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee | Faridabad
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Madam — The unrest in Bangladesh
due to student protests is a matter of
concern for India. Students from Dhaka
University are outraged about the gov-
ernment's quota system in education.
The dissatisfaction among locals from
the Awami League is evident, with
reports of killings in the Chittagong dis-
trict. Quotas and reservations were
initially tools to promote equity in soci-
ety, but their continued existence rais-
es questions about government account-
ability. 
This issue is not unique to Bangladesh;
India also has a complex reservation and
quota system that makes it difficult for
average students to access good educa-
tion and job opportunities. Brilliant stu-
dents succeed on their own merits,
while others rely on quotas, leaving
average students frustrated. 
The governments of India and
Bangladesh, along with other countries
that adhere to quotas and reservations,
need to address this critical issue to pre-
vent future unrest among students.
A number of Indian students are still to
be evacuated.  Their families are anx-
iously waiting any news about them as
most communication channels are
blocked.This situation not only high-
lights the immediate need for safety and
support for the students by the Indian
government
The international community, includ-
ing neighboring countries like India, is
closely monitoring the situation, recog-
nizing the potential for wider regional
implications. It is imperative that the
Bangladeshi government takes swift
and decisive action to address the stu-
dents' concerns and restore normalcy to
ensure the well-being and future of its
young population.

Kirti Wadhawan| Kanpur
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Madam — The All-Party meeting called
by the ruling dispensation seems intend-
ed to push through its agenda for this
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make hideous for terrorists
during winter for them to
come there and stay during
summer. Once the men move
out, there are a lot of women
in the Doda area who help ter-
rorists. 
These women give food and
information to the terrorists.
The terrorists generally hide in
Guwardi (resting place Gujjars
make) and hideouts made
during winters in higher reach-
es of Doda and these women
provide them food there. They
also provide them with infor-
mation about force movement
and then help them go to the
other side of the ridge. 
Many women work for money
yet others get physically
involved with these terrorists.
The army is not allowed to
interrogate these women or to
search them. Even after the
AFSPA the rules to interact
with women are very strict. If
the soldiers try to check the
movement details of these
women, false FIRs are some-
times lodged against them. 
It would be prudent to provide
Special Women Officers in
army posts who could search
these women and also interro-

gate them. Also, a lot of dog
squads could come in handy to
chase away these women after
smelling them. 
Till 2003 special women police
officers used to stay at far-off
army posts in Doda, however
as comparative normalcy
returned the practice was let
go. Special women units in city
centres like Doda, Jammu,
Udhampur etc could also help.
Doda has also had a history of
women moving as guides of
terrorists. They provide them
with local SIM cards which ter-
rorists keep disposing of. The
movement of forces from one
place to another is also com-
municated by these OGWs.
However, rape of these women
by terrorists is not uncommon.
One odd local terrorist gener-
ally accompanies these
Pakistani terrorists to act as a
physical guide. 
Security forces in Jammu and
Kashmir work together and
police and army share infor-
mation and intelligence, how-
ever when two different organ-
isations share intelligence
chances of overlap and double
cross increase. 
It will be prudent to share intel-

ligence but not mix standard
operating procedures which
may be different for the two
organisations. 
Lungars of jawans of both
forces must remain different at
all times. Also, each piece of
information and intelligence
shared must be carefully cor-
roborated by other sources
independent of each other. It
is also advised not to rush into
situations based on half-corked
information. 
The encounters in Jammu
region is an effort by the
enemy to showcase that there
is no region in Jammu and
Kashmir that is peaceful. They
want to also show that the
revocation of Article 370 has
made no difference to their
effort to bleed India. 
The entire effort of the enemy
is hinged on Foreign Terrorists
who are helped by local Over
Ground Workers. Hoping fast
action is taken against OGWs
while the army eliminates
these terrorists sent by Pakistan
on the instructions of China.

(The author has firsthand
experience of encounters in
Doda Forests for three long

years; views are personal) 
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There has been a spate of
terror attacks in the
Jammu Region in the
last few months. These
terror attacks clearly

show that the enemy has changed
its tactics to strike into regions
that had otherwise become peace-
ful. After the revocation of Article
370, China and Pakistan felt rat-
tled about the new dynamics.
China then tried to capture ter-
ritory in Leh and Galwan took
place. We all know Galwan was
a well-planned operation by the
PLA. This led to the movement
of Indian Army Troops from the
hinterland particularly from the
Jammu region. 
The void of boots on the ground
in near peace regions of Jammu
has led to a vacuum as far as the
intelligence network is concerned.
Normalcy has to be maintained
for some time, also with fewer
boots in the Jammu Region the
human intelligence that gets
developed over some time gets
depleted. 
Most of the army posts in Jammu
and Kashmir have an administra-
tive setup based on locals. These
locals provide fresh food, logistic
support and other admirative
material. Even in winter cut-off
posts locals provide wood, and
admirative backup in both
Jammu and Kashmir. Now when
troops are depleted all of a sud-
den, the intelligence gathering in
the area dries up. It also leads to
a shortage of earning opportuni-
ties for the locals making them
more vulnerable to the lure of
money to facilitate enemy design.
This vacuum of this intelligence
is being exploited by the enemy
and make no mistake China is
fully involved in helping Pakistan
in this. The attacks are well-
planned and deliberate. Pakistan
has started refuelling its Over
Ground Workers in the Jammu
region specifically. 
There have been a lot of FIRs reg-
istered by the army against these
OGWs over the years but little or
no action has been taken on
them. It's about time we took
action against these FIRs. Special
courts must be set up to fast-track
cases filed by the army against
underground workers. Many of
the men move to Himachal in
search of work from Doda dur-
ing summers. Some of them also
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Bihar is bereft of a berth
in the Olympics again.
By Gyan BhadraThe

last week of this month is
going to witness the glisten-
ing inaugural ceremony of
the Olympic games of 17-
days duration in Paris. In its
wake sports pundits in India
are preempting and counting
on their fingers the medal
tally Indian athletes will bag
for the country. However, at
the time of writing this
piece, the Ministry of Sports
and Youth Affairs had put its
imprimatur on the list of 117
athletes along with 140 sup-
porting Staff. Now the ques-
tion crops up: Is there any
athlete from Bihar represent-
ing India in the Paris
Olympics? The answer is a
resounding “no”. As in the
Tokyo Olympics; so in the 

Paris Olympics, there is no
representation of Bihar's
sportsmen. The reasons
behind it are threefold. One,
as far as sports infrastructure
in Bihar is concerned, there
is a lack of an adequate
number of stadiums, sports-
related training centres and
the ablest guidance of coach-
es. The reasons could be
attributed to the fact that
government investment in
the sports sector is abysmal-
ly low. Even central financial

assistance given to the Bihar
government to the tune of
50.83 crores as part of the
“Khelo India” scheme was
seemingly not utilised for
either the development of
infrastructure or the honing
of skills of athletes in the
state.
The patterns of allocation of
funds to the sports sector are
depressingly alarming. It has
been observed that money
meant for the overall growth
of the sports sector is divert-
ed as per the whims and fan-
cies of politicians. 
This invariably puts a toll on
the sports industry which
finds itself in a quandary and
struggling always.Two, it
goes without saying that the
association of politicians
with prominent sports bod-
ies is an age-old pastime.

Every politician worth its
salt desires to be a member
of sports bodies. 
Whether it be BCCI or
sports bodies at the state
level, every political leader
wants to usurp icing on the
cake of huge funds invested
in the sports bodies then
how could Bihar be left
behind? Instead of being
deeds heroes, espousing the

cause of sports development
in Bihar, politicians, once
getting a coveted position in
sports bodies, exploit avail-
able resources to serve their
ends. 
Public memory is short. But
not so painfully short that it
will forget the fact that for-
mer Chief Minister Lalu
Yadav, when, at the helms of
Bihar Cricket Association
as President, did not do
enough in the realm of train-
ing budding talents of
Bihar.The lack of Lalu’s
political will to promote
cricket could be gauzed by
the fact that during his
tenure as BCA president,
no cricket player from Bihar
had got a berth even in the
Ranji Trophy squad; what to
talk of big league matches at
an international level. Now

sports pundits may arguably
put a contention that during
Lalu’s tenure as BCA presi-
dent, Bihar did not have a
State Ranji Team as partition
of Bihar caused losses to
Bihar concerning sports
facilities. Jharkhand carried
takeaways of a major chunk
of sports facilities with itself.
However, taking refuge in
this excuse by sports pundits
held no water for scores of
young cricket players then.
This is more so because,
during that period, RJD was
led by Rabri Devi at the
helm of state affairs; and
Lalu could have done a lot
about setting up a proper
state Ranji  Team and
appointing the ablest coach-
es to train state’s cricket
players.
Three, the role of the Bihar

Olympic Association (BOA)
in preparing athletes for the
Olympic games leaves much
to be desired. Going by
records, BOA officials do not
take the trouble to organise
events and trials for groom-
ing athletes to the level of
world-level Olympic games.
So it springs no surprise that
no athlete from Bihar had
figured in the list of 117 ath-
lete-member teams for the
Paris Olympics. 
What is worse, there is a
blame game between BOA
and the state government
over this sorry state of sports
affairs. BOA puts the onus
on the state government for
sheer negligence about the
lack of infrastructure and
trained coaches. 
This results in BOA finding
itself unable to organise

events at regular intervals.
On the other hand, the state
government absolves itself of
essential responsibilities
about BOA by saying that
BOA is an independent enti-
ty and the government can-
not interfere with its func-
tioning. 
In this ongoing war of attri-
tion, budding talented ath-
letes are the losers.
Eventually, it  could be
summed up that the scheme
“Medal Lao, Naukri Pao”
may seem to be alluring to
a large number of youth at
first glance. However, due to
the lack of necessary sports
wherewithals in Bihar, the
scheme would not cut much
ice with scores of young tal-
ents.
(The author is a columnist,

views are personal)

����������	������������	�#�$�
�����
����	�����	

'�����	���������������������������#�	
���	�������	����������������

��/���������

%	���������������������	��������
�������&	������
�������������	���������	�������
�����'�������	������	��	���
�����!�%������
���	�������� ������%	���(����������	��	�


	���������

)� ��
��	������ �����	�
��������	�����������

motion of employment and entre-
preneurship in these women brings
substantial socio-economic returns.
Micro and sustainable industries
remain essential in empowering
women since they create employ-
ment, skills development, and
business opportunities for women.
Self-help groups, women-based
cooperatives and micro enterpris-
es are the best way to ensure
women’s productive participation
in the rural economy. These initia-
tives exist in areas where women
dominate including handcrafting,
production in textiles, manufactur-
ing of alternative/Ayurvedic prod-
ucts, processing of raw materials,
farming organically, milk produc-
tion, and food processing. Credit,
training, and market linkages also
enable women to set up and
expand their businesses besides
improving on household incomes
and community development.
Public private partnerships
A Channel for Facilitating PPP for
Rural Development PPP is a pow-
erful platform for pooling resources
and skills to promote rural devel-
opment. Thus, PPP models can ini-
tiate the development of small
and green industries in rural areas
with the support of the government
and private investors. The govern-
ment can provide policy support
and an environment for develop-
ment and financial backing while
the private players bring in funds,
technical expertise, and manager-
ial skills. As per this model, to
encourage rural development, a
part of ?1 lakh crore RBI dividends
can be spent to co-finance with pri-
vate entities. It can be used to fund
the development of industrial clus-
ters, renewable energy projects, and
training institutions with efficient
implementation and compliance
with social and environmental
responsibility.  
Capital formation and rural
employment
These are two basic objectives of

the growth process that need to be
understood and analysed. To sum
up, the provision of ?1 lakh crore
RBI dividends for capital invest-
ments in the form of sustainable
rural development plans provides
a strong base. Construction of
infrastructure such as roads,
bridges, renewable energy facilities,
and development of industrial
estates can offer employment in the
short run as well as in the long run
spur economic development. A tar-
geted investment can engage mil-
lions annually, thus erasing rural
unemployment and distress to a
large extent. In this way, employ-
ment of non-skilled and semi-
skilled people from rural areas is
possible, and thus future genera-
tions are protected from unemploy-
ment migration to urban areas, and
rural-urban disparity. The place-
ment of rural youth through place-
ment in local schools, hospitals,
and government offices helps in the
tackling of manpower issues lead-
ing to improved service delivery
and welfare of the populace.
Funding rural transformation
Funding the strategic rural devel-
opment agenda calls for out-of-the-
box funding acquisition strategies
to tap several sources of funds. To
the Rs 1 lakh crore RBI dividends,
contributions from CSR, and own
finances of panchayats and munic-
ipalities, and specific cess on fuel,
income tax, and GST can be added.
For example, the mandatory 25%
contribution from CSR funds can
be used to direct corporate money
into rural development causes
While a 0. 5% cess on luxury items,
cars, aeroplane fares and GST can
fetch a huge additional amount.
However, it revealed that addition-
al resources can be mobilized from
the Skill Development Schemes
(SKS) and hospital’s SKS funds for
support of wages in essential sec-
tors. The introduction of a small
cess on share trading can also pro-
duce a fairly good revenue for such

a scheme in turn funding the
rural employment programme per-
manently. 
Addressing rural unemployment
At the moment, unemployment

has touched the figure of 8% in
India. 1 per cent of the nation’s
unemployed populace is com-
prised of rural youth. If PM wants
to bring the unemployment rate
down to 6% and this is considered
nearly equal to the employment
rate observed in the developed
countries, the scheme should
ensure employment generation for
at least 1 crore rural youth. The
scheme should aim at offering
low-wage employment to the
increase in unemployment among
the rural youthful population while
at the same time ensuring that such
employment offers incentives to
make the youth stay in their given
community without competing
for skilled employment opportuni-
ties. This way the scheme means
setting wages at ? 10,000 per month
with 80:20 work distribution will
sustain rural households’ income
and at the same time does not hin-
der organised labour employers
markets.
A Roadmap to rural rejuvenation
Additional Rs1 lakh crore of RBI
dividends coupled with idea capi-
talisms as sources of funding open
the doors of a scheme that has the
potential of providing a road map
for rural rejuvenation. As a result,
the small-scale industries, green
industries, women and unskilled
rural labour can make the scheme
self-sustainable, reduce unemploy-
ment and bring a long-lasting
impact on the environment. PPP
and the focus on capital develop-
ment will help the scheme to be
sustainable and grow in scale, thus
painting a better picture for rural
India.

(The writer is Chairperson of the
National Unity & Security

Council; views are personal)

India's rural sector must be trans-
formed for inclusive growth and sus-
tainable development. This change
relies on small-scale and green
enterprises to boost the rural econ-

omy, empower women, and employ
unskilled workers. By channelling
resources such as the extra Rs 1 lakh crore
RBI dividends into capital projects and
innovative schemes, India can foster self-
sustainability in rural areas, mitigate
youth distress, and rejuvenate the demand
side of the economy. 
This comprehensive approach not only
addresses immediate employment needs
but also lays the foundation for long-term
capital formation and environmental
preservation.
Incorporation of small-scale and green
industries as the engine of growth
Micro enterprises have always been the
backbone of the Indian agriculture-based
economy. These labour-intensive enterpris-
es perfectly capture the unskilled and semi-
skilled manpower from the farming com-
munities, therefore, creating employment
and improving existence standards with-
out much training. The development of
these industries generates a massive mul-
tiplier effect on the creation of other busi-
ness lines that support them and the gen-
eral economy. Green industries are there-
fore leading this change. Encompassing
renewable energy, organic farming, and
sustainable manufacturing, these sectors
offer dual benefits: employment opportu-
nities for production and environmental
management. 
The establishment of green industries in
the rural region targets to solve social prob-
lems like climate change and environmen-
tal degradation and at the same time cre-
ate a sustainable means of living. This was
done by allowing biogas and biofuel
plants, solar energy farms, Ayurvedic and
Unani medicine industries, and coopera-
tive organic farming. These measures
create employment, lessen the dependen-
cy on fossil energy and foster the preser-
vation of the environment.  
Women empoerment Out of the total
rural population of India, the female
population is about 30 % which is a great
unexplored talent pool. It is shown the pro-
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COURT NOTICE 

(U/o 5 Rule 20 CPC) 

IN THE COURT OF Mandeep 

Kaur Principal Judge, Family 

Court, Amritsar 

PARVEEN KAUR 

Vs. 

ANGREJ SINGH 

CNR No.:PBAS01-015809-2023 

Next Date:-13-08-2024 

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 

ANGREJ SINGH:- SH. DARSHAN 

SINGH R/O VPO BANIYA, 

KHADOOR SINGH, TARN TARAN 

ROAD, DISTT. TARN TARAN. 

In above tiled case, the defendant 

(s)/ respondent (s) could not be 

served. It is ordered that 

defendant (s) /respondent (s) 

should appear in person or 

through counsel on 13-08-2024 at 

10:00 a.m.   

For details logon to 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice & district= 

Amritsar 

Mandeep Kaur Principal Judge,  

Family Court, Amritsar 

Dated, this day of 15-07-2024 

 

COURT NOTICE 

(U/o 5 Rule 20 CPC) 

IN THE COURT OF Sh. Jasvir 

Singh Civil Judge (Senior 

Division)-N.R.I. Court, Jalandhar 

JIWAN KUMAR MOHAN 

Vs. 

JASWINDER SINGH WALIA 

CNR No.:PBJL02-002127-2022 

Next Date:-05-09-2024 

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 1. 

JASWINDER SINGH WALIA S/O 

PRITAM SINGH 

2. JASPREET SINGH S/O 

JASWINDER SINGH WALIA S/O 

PRITAM SINGH BOTH R/O 

SHALIMAR AVENUE NEAR 

HARNAM SANKIRTAN MANDIR 

KAPURTHALA ALSO AT R/O 

7475 HURDLE CRESCENT, 

SURREY, BC, V3W 8T8, 

CANADA 

3. HARI OM, S/O SATISH KUMAR 

TENANT OF JASWINDER 

SINGH, SHALIMAR AVENUE 

NEAR HARNAM SANKIRTAN 

MANDIR KAPURTHALA 

In above tiled case, the defendant 

(s)/ respondent (s) could not be 

served. It is ordered that defendant 

(s) /respondent (s) should appear 

in person or through counsel on 

05-09-2024 at 10:00 a.m.   

For details logon to 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice & district= 

Jalandhar 

Civil Judge  

(Senior Division)-N.R.I. Court,  

Jalandhar 

Dated, this day of 18-07-2024 

HIMACHAL PRADESH  JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG
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Hundreds of migrants from
around a dozen countries

left from Mexico’s southern
border on foot Sunday, as they
attempt to make it to the US
border.
Some of the members of the
group said they hoped to make
it to the US border before
elections are held in November,
because they fear that if Donald
Trump wins, he will follow
through on a promise to close
the border to asylum-seekers.
“We are running the risk that
permits (to cross the border)
might be blocked,” said Miguel
Salazar, a migrant from El
Salvador. He feared that a new
Trump administration might
stop granting appointments to
migrants through CBP One, an
app used by asylum-seekers to
enter the US legally — by get-
ting appointments at US bor-
der posts, where they make
their cases to officials.
The app only works once
migrants reach Mexico City, or
states in northern Mexico.
“Everyone wants to use that
route” said Salazar, 37.
The group left Sunday from the
southern Mexican town of
Ciudad Hidalgo, which is next
to a river that marks Mexico’s
border with Guatemala.
Some said they had been wait-
ing in Ciudad Hidalgo for
weeks for permits to travel to

towns further to the north.
Migrants trying to pass
through Mexico in recent years
have organised large groups to
try to reduce the risk of being
attacked by gangs or stopped by
Mexican immigration officials
as they travel. But the caravans
tend to break up in southern
Mexico, as people get tired of
walking for hundreds of miles
(kilometres).
Recently, Mexico has also made
it more difficult for migrants to
reach the US border on buses
and trains.
Travel permits are rarely award-
ed to migrants who enter the
country without visas and
thousands of migrants have
been detained by immigration
officers at checkpoints in the
centre and north of Mexico and
bused back to towns deep in
the south of the country.
Oswaldo Reyna, a 55-year-old
Cuban migrant, crossed from
Guatemala into Mexico 45 days
ago and waited in Ciudad
Hidalgo to join the new cara-
van announced on social
media.
He criticised Trump’s recent
comments about migrants and
how they are trying to “invade”
the United States.
“We are not delinquents,” he
said. “We are hard-working
people who have left our coun-
try to get ahead in life, because
in our homeland we are suffer-
ing from many needs.” 
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Bangladesh remained without
internet for a fifth day and

the government declared a pub-
lic holiday Monday, as author-
ities maintained tight control
despite apparent calm following
a court order that scaled back a
controversial system for allocat-
ing government jobs that
sparked violent protests.
This comes after a curfew with
a shoot-on-sight order was
installed days earlier and mili-
tary personnel could be seen
patrolling the capital and other
areas. The South Asian country
witnessed clashes between the
police and mainly student pro-
testers demanding an end to a
quota that reserved 30% of
government jobs for relatives of
veterans who fought in
Bangladesh’s war of indepen-
dence in 1971. The violence has
killed more than a hundred peo-
ple, according to at least four
local newspapers. Authorities
have not so far shared official
figures for deaths.
There was no immediate vio-
lence reported on Monday
morning after the Supreme
Court ordered, the day before,
the veterans’ quota to be cut to
5%. Thus, 93% of civil service
jobs will be merit-based while
the remaining 2% reserved for
members of ethnic minorities as
well as transgender and disabled
people.
On Sunday night, some student
protesters urged the govern-

ment to restore internet services.
Hasnat Abdullah, a coordinator
of the Anti-Discrimination
Student Movement, told the
Associated Press that they were
withdrawing their calls for a
complete shutdown, which they
attempted to impose last week.
“But we are issuing an ultima-
tum for 48 hours to stop the dig-
ital crackdown and restore inter-
net connectivity,” he said, adding
that security officials deployed
at various universities should be
withdrawn, student dormitories
reopened and steps taken so stu-

dents can return to their cam-
puses safely. Abdullah also said
they wanted the government to
end the curfew and ensure the
country was back to normal
within two days.
Students have also demanded
some university officials to step
down after failing to protect
campuses. Sarjis Alam, anoth-
er coordinator of the Anti-
Discrimination Student
Movement, said that they would
continue with their protests if all
their demands weren’t met.
“We cannot step back from

our movement like a coward,”
he added.
Another key organiser of the
student protests, Nahid Islam,
told reporters that the internet
shutdown had disrupted their
ability to communicate and
alleged that authorities were try-
ing to create divisions among
protesters. “I am mentally trau-
matised ...our unity is being
destroyed,” he said.
The US Embassy in the capital
Dhaka described Sunday the sit-
uation as “extremely volatile”
and “unpredictable,” adding

that guns, tear gas and other
weapons have been used in the
vicinity of the embassy. They
said the Bangladeshi army had
been deployed and urged
Americans to be vigilant, avoid
large crowds and reconsider
travel plans.
The protests have posed the
most serious challenge to
Bangladesh’s government since
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
won a fourth consecutive term
in January elections that the
main opposition groups boy-
cotted. Universities have been
closed, the internet has been
shut off and the government has
ordered people to stay at home.
Protesters had argued the quota
system was discriminatory and
benefited supporters of Hasina,
whose Awami League party led
the independence movement,
and wanted it replaced by a
merit-based system. Hasina has
defended the quota system, say-
ing that veterans deserve the
highest respect regardless of
political affiliation.
The main opposition
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
has backed the protests, vowing
to organize its own demonstra-
tions as many of its supporters
joined the student-led protests.
The Awami League and the
BNP have often accused each
other of fueling political chaos
and violence, most recently
ahead of the country’s national
election, which was marred by
a crackdown on several oppo-
sition figures.
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The Pakistan Army on
Monday said that an

“organised political mafia” was
spreading misinformation
about a planned new counter-
terrorism operation, ‘Azm-e-
Istehkam’, aimed to flush out
militants and foster economic
growth and stability.
Army spokesperson Lt Gen
Ahmad Sharif addressing a
press conference in Rawalpindi
talked about various pressing
issues, including the launch of
the operation. “A massive ille-
gal, political mafia rose to sab-
otage the operation and the
first move of that mafia was to
make the operations controver-
sial through false and fake
arguments,” he said.
Referring to Pakistan’s earlier
major military operations,
Operation Zarb-e-Azb and
Operation Radd-ul-Fasaad,
which resulted in large-scale
displacements, a reporter
inquired if similar displace-
ments would occur during the
current operation, Azm-e-
Istehkam.
“This is not a military opera-
tion but a comprehensive
counter-terrorism initiative
aimed at fostering economic
growth and stability,” he said.
He referred to the previous mil-
itary operations and said, “Our
issue is that we make every
important issue … a joke
because of our politics”.
The army spokesperson said
the problem is that “we are sac-
rificing even very important
issues on the altar of politics
and Azm-i-Istehkam is one

such example of this”. 
He also clarified that it was only
for the purpose of “reinvigorat-
ing the already in-place
National Action Plan (NAP)”,
which was launched in 2014 to
eliminate militancy.
He said efforts already under-
way would be “augmented” by
law enforcement agencies
empowered by effective legis-
lation, as per the original
announcement of the opera-
tion. The spokesperson said a
“very strong lobby” did not
want the objectives of the NAP
to be fulfilled “because the
stakes in (sabotaging) opera-
tion are very high and it’s not
based on any ideology but
involves a lot of money”.
Pointing to the National Action
Plan’s 14 points, he said kinet-
ic operations were “underway
in a splendid manner” with
“four to five operations under-
way every hour”.
Sharif said the NAP decided in
2014 to set up Counter-
Terrorism Departments at the
provincial levels and they
would be responsible for lead-
ing operations against terror-
ism. He said it was also decid-
ed to register all the religious
seminaries but only 16,000 out
of about 32,000 seminaries
have been registered so far.
Sharif said that so far, 22,409
intelligence-based operations
have been conducted against
terrorists and their facilitators
this year. He said 137 officers
and soldiers died in these oper-
ations, while 398 terrorists
were also killed, including 31
high-value targets.  
The spokesperson said that

“digital terrorism” is active
against the army and its lead-
ership on social media, adding
that militants involved in
attacks on law enforcement
agencies and “digital terrorists”
have one thing in common and
that is both targeting the army
and its leadership.
“Digital terrorists are using
fake news to undermine the
relationship between the army,
the leadership of the army, the
army and the people.”
He said that “just as a terrorist
tries to get his point across by
holding a weapon, in the same
way, a digital terrorist tries to
get his point across by spread-
ing anxiety through mobile
phones, computers, lies, fake
news and propaganda”.
The spokesperson said that
only law and punishment can
stop digital terrorists, clarifying
that if digital terrorists are not
stopped, they will get more
space. “Those illegal elements
who want to make this coun-
try a soft state, we cannot
allow it,” he added. 
Sharif said over 112 operations
were being conducted daily by
the military and law enforce-
ment agencies against 
terrorism. 
To a question about the Bannu
protest case, he said that the
protesters became violent,
raised anti-state slogans and
looted an army supply depot. 
He accused the provincial gov-
ernment of failure to stop the
protesters. The spokesperson
also talked about fake news and
propaganda which was target-
ing the armed forces and other
institutions of the state.
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This year, Ukraine’s largest
music festival struck a dif-

ferent chord. Gone were the
international headliners, the
massive performance halls and
the hundreds of thousands of
visitors.
Instead, the country’s most
beloved local artists graced the
stage this past weekend at the
Atlas Festival. The stage was
erected on a shopping mall
parking lot, the only option that
contained a shelter large
enough to contain the 25,000
people that that organisers
expected in the event of an air
raid.
Carefree youth rubbed shoul-
ders with hardened military

commanders and famous
singers who crooned songs
imbued with national pride.
Music was the main draw, yes,
but so was shattering the illu-
sion that the capital is invulner-
able to the bloody battles play-
ing out hundreds of miles
away.
“Such kind of festivals can’t be
separated from the life of the
country. The country is at war.
The core issues here should
relate to the war,” said Vsevolod
Kozhemyako, a businessman
and one of the founders of the
13th “Khartia” Brigade, now a
part of Ukraine’s National
Guard and defending the front-
line in Kharkiv.
“People who are still young and
who don’t join (the fight)

should understand that they
cannot live in a bubble,” he said.
And yet, a bubble is precisely
how it feels to be in Kyiv, as the
war approaches its third year.
While Ukrainian soldiers are
killed and wounded everyday
along the snaking 1,000-kilo-
metre (620-mile) frontline in
the east, the capital is a contrast
with its bars and clubs filled
with patrons.
Every so often, Kyiv comes face
to face with the war. Last week,
a barrage of Russian missiles
destroyed a children’s hospital
and a private clinic, in one of
the deadliest attacks since the
full-scale invasion. Residents
have grappled with power cuts
caused by Moscow’s targeted
destruction of Ukrainian ener-

gy generation at the height of
a summer heat wave.
At every corner of the music
festival - the first time it was
held since Russia’s full-scale
invasion of the country in
February 2022 - visitors were
confronted with the
inescapable reality that theirs is
a country trapped in a bloody
war of attrition. Festival organ-
isers hoped to raise USD 2.2
million (2 million euros) to
help soldiers purchase sup-
plies on the front line.
In the mall’s basement parking
lot, various military units, from
Khartia to the 3rd Assault,
offered interactive games to
lure donations, and possible
recruits. First-person shooter
game offered visitors a chance

to improve target practice by
gunning down shadowy virtu-
al infantrymen. At another
corner, medics brandished sev-
ered plastic limbs and offered
emergency medical training.
The festival concluded Sunday
with a much-anticipated per-
formance from Serhii Zhadan
and his band Zhadan and
Dogs. Zhadan, a celebrated
artist dubbed the poet of the
Donbas, himself recently joined
Khartia.
“It’s just a small break, an
opportunity to take a breath,”
said Zhadan, minutes before
the crowd roared before he
took to the stage. “The most
important things, they are hap-
pening over there, at the front-
line.”

On stage, Zhadan starts with
one of his most beloved songs
“Malvi” or “Mallow”. The
crowd sings along with him,
word for word. “But what can
you do with my hot blood,”
they chant as one mass chorus.
“Who will come at us.”
18-year old Viktoriia Khalis
was excited to see his perfor-
mance, she said. She had been
to the Atlas music festival once
before in 2021. The difference
is stark, she said.
“The main thing that has
changed, unfortunately, now
the festival is connected with
donations,” she said. But she
also feels more connected to
her homeland, somehow. “I feel
this entire crowd is related to
me. I feel unity.”

Peshawar (PTI): Unidentified
militants blew up a government
girl’s school in a tribal district in
Pakistan’s restive Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province on
Monday, officials said. There
was, however, no loss of life in the
explosion. The militants blew up
the Govt Girls Middle School in
North Waziristan tribal district,
bordering Afghanistan, on the
intervening night of Sunday and
Monday, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Education Minister Faisal Khan
Tarakai said. Seven rooms of the
school were razed to the ground
in the blast. A total of 255 girls
were enrolled in the school.
Tarakai said the school would be
made functional soon. “Such
cowardly acts cannot deter our
resolve of education promotion
in tribal areas. Provision of edu-
cation is the top priority of the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa govern-
ment,” he said.
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Pakistan police on Monday
arrested jailed former prime

minister Imran Khan’s Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf ’s information
secretary Rauf Hasan in a raid
at the party’s central secretari-
at here, stepping up the crack-
down on the Opposition party.
Initially, it was reported that
PTI chairman Gohar Ali Khan
was also arrested but Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
spokesperson Zulfi Bokhari
rejected the report about Khan’s
arrest while confirming that
Hasan had been arrested.
It was not clear what are the
charges against Hasan who
was also attacked by unknown

persons a few weeks ago that
left bruises on his face.
The party also condemned the
move through its official X
account and lambasted the
Islamabad police. 
“It’s absolutely shameful how
Islamabad Police continues to
completely mock and disregard
every law in this country,” the
party said. “Law of the jungle
is reigning over Pakistan!”
PTI leader Khurram Sher
Zaman claimed that police
personnel were confiscating
documents and equipment
from the party’s office.
“We’ve been informed that
they’ve locked staff in a room
& waiting for [the] prison van
to arrive & have taken comput-

ers & important documents,”
he wrote on X.
Earlier, SSP Hassan Jahangir
Wattoo led the raid as the
police encircled the PTI head-
quarters in the federal capital.
The raid comes just days after
PTI’s international media coor-
dinator Ahmad Waqas Janjua
was arrested on Friday. 
According to Bokhari, he was
presented before the Anti-
Terrorism Court in Islamabad,
which handed him over to
police on a seven-day remand.
According to the charges,
explosives were recovered from
Janjua during his arrest and his
links with banned organisa-
tions are to be investigated,
police said in the court. 
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Acourt in the United Arab
Emirates sentenced dozens

of Bangladeshi nationals to
prison, including three for life
imprisonment, over protests
against their home govern-
ment in the Gulf country, state
media reported Monday.
The Abu Dhabi Federal Court
of Appeal on Sunday handed
10-year prison sentences to 53
Bangladeshi nationals and an
11-year term to another
Bangladeshi national, in addi-
tion to the three life imprison-
ments, according to the state-
owned Emirates News Agency,
WAM. The court ordered the
deportation of the Bangladeshis
from the UAE following their
prison terms.
“The court heard a witness who
confirmed that the defendants
gathered and organised large-

scale marches in several streets
of the UAE in protest against
decisions made by the
Bangladeshi government,”
WAM reported. 
On Saturday, authorities in the
United Arab Emirates ordered
an investigation and an expe-
dited trial of the arrested
Bangladeshi nationals.
The protests in the UAE fol-
lowed weeks of demonstra-
tions in Bangladesh by people
upset about a quota system that
reserved up to 30 per cent of
government jobs for relatives of
veterans who fought in
Bangladesh’s war of indepen-
dence in 1971. The country’s
top court on Sunday scaled
back the controversial system,
in a partial victory for the
mostly student protesters.
The UAE’s attorney general’s
office on Saturday indicted the
Bangladeshis on several

charges, including “gathering in
a public place and protesting
against their home govern-
ment with the intent to incite
unrest,” obstructing law
enforcement, causing harm to
others and damaging property,
according to WAM. 
Bangladeshi nationals make
up the UAE’s third-largest
expatriate community. Many of
them are low-paid labourers
seeking to send money back
home to their families. The
Emirates’ overall population
of more than 9.2 million is only
10 per cent Emirati.
Political parties and labour
unions are banned in the UAE,
a federation of seven
sheikhdoms. Broad laws
severely restrict freedom of
speech and almost all major
local media are either state-
owned or state-affiliated 
outlets.
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Rescuers on Monday were
searching for dozens miss-

ing after heavy rains caused
flash flooding and a bridge col-
lapse in different parts of China,
killing at least 25 people. Flash
flooding tore through a village
in southwestern Sichuan
province in the middle of the
night Saturday, and rescuers said
10 people died and they were
searching for another 29 miss-
ing. Days of heavy rain swelled
the river that runs through the
village of Xinhua in Hanyuan
county. The water swept away
40 houses on the riverbank,
according to local media, while
also breaking bridges and cut-
ting off roads.
In northwestern Shaanxi
province, vehicles fell into a
rushing river when part of a
highway bridge collapsed late
Friday, and state broadcaster
CCTV reported at least 15

deaths confirmed as of Monday.
A photo released by China’s
Xinhua news agency showed a
section of the bridge snapped
and folded at almost a 90-
degree angle into the rushing
brown water below.
Rescuers said Saturday some 20
cars and 30 people were miss-
ing. The collapse raised more
questions about the safety of
China’s road and bridge infra-
structure, which was built rapid-
ly in recent decades. A similar
collapse in May in Guangdong
province killed 36 people.
Heavy rain and flooding pose a
special risk to mountain road-
ways and highway bridges
because of erosion, debris flows
and landslides.
With climate change, the world
is likely to face more extreme
weather and climate events such
as record heat and rainfall. This
year, in just the first five days of
May, 70 countries or territories
broke heat records.
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Colombo (PTI): A group of
Tamil parties sans the main
party, ITAK, on Monday signed
an agreement to field a common
candidate for the presidential
election to be held later this year.
Last week, the election commis-
sion said that the date for the
much-awaited presidential elec-
tion in the island nation will be
announced by the end of this
month. Earlier this month, the
election commission has indi-
cated that the election is likely
to take place on a date between
September 17 and October 16.
The leaders of the Tamil Eelam
Liberation Organisation
(TELO), People’s Liberation
Organisation of Tamil Eelam
(PLOTE), Tamil Progressive
Alliance (TPA), Tamil National
People’s Front (TNPF), and
Eelam People’s Revolutionary
Liberation Front (EPRLF) along
with leaders of a civil group,
Tamil People’s Congress
Association (TPCA) signed the
agreement in Jaffna, sources
said.
However, the main Tamil party
Ilankai Tamil Arasu Kachchi
(ITAK), which heads the
umbrella group Tamil National
Alliance (TNA), was not a party
to the agreement, they said. The
Tamils from the north and east
regions have aligned historical-
ly with the opposition candidate
in presidential elections since
1982.
Among the group which signed
the pact for a common Tamil
candidate is the former north-
ern chief minister CV
Wigneswaran’s TPA.
Wigneswaran, a former
Supreme Court judge, was pub-
licly endorsing incumbent
President Ranil
Wickremesinghe until Monday’s
signing of the agreement to field
a common candidate.
Wickremesinghe as the then-
opposition challenger at both
the 1999 and 2005 presidential
elections had received TNA
backing. In 2005, a Tamil vote
boycott led by the LTTE saw
Wickremesinghe narrowly lose
to the then-candidate Mahinda
Rajapaksa.
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President Ferdinand Marcos
Jr. on Monday ordered an

immediate ban on widespread
and mostly Chinese-run online
gaming operations in the
Philippines accusing them of
venturing into crimes, includ-
ing financial scams, human
trafficking, torture, kidnap-
pings and murders.
Marcos also said in his state-
of-the-nation address that the
Philippines would press efforts
to strengthen its defensive
capability by forging security
alliances with friendly coun-
tries to counter threats to its
territorial interests in the South
China Sea, adding that his
country would only settle dis-
putes through diplomacy. 
He made the remarks on the
territorial conflicts before leg-
islators, top officials and diplo-
mats at the House of
Representatives after the worst
confrontation between
Chinese and Filipino forces in
the disputed waters last month.
Marcos’ decision to ban the

Chinese-run online gambling
outfits — estimated to number
more than 400 across the
Philippines and employing
tens of thousands of Chinese
and Southeast Asian nation-
als— came amid an ongoing
government crackdown
backed by Beijing. 
That led to the shutdown of
several sprawling complexes
with dozens of buildings,
where authorities suspect
thousands of Chinese,
Vietnamese and other nation-
als mostly from Southeast Asia
have been illegally recruited
and forced to work in dismal
conditions.
Relatedly, Philippine senators
have ordered the arrest of a
town mayor in Tarlac province
north of Manila who has failed
to appear in public hearings
where allegations against her
were being investigated,
including her alleged links to
a large online gambling outfit
near her townhall and suspi-
cions that she hid her Chinese
nationality fraudulently to be

able to run for a public office
reserved only for Filipinos. 
The mayor, Alice Guo, has
denied any wrongdoing but
has been suspended from her
post with her financial assets
ordered frozen. Philippine sen-
ators say the massive online
gambling industry has flour-
ished largely due to corruption
in regulatory agencies and
payoffs to local officials. 
“Disguising as legitimate enti-
ties, their operations have ven-
tured into illicit areas furthest
from gaming such as financial
scamming, money launder-
ing, prostitution, human traf-
ficking, kidnapping, brutal tor-
ture, even murder,” Marcos
said.
“The grave abuse and disrespect
to our system of laws must
stop.” Marcos ordered the gov-
ernment’s gaming agency to
wind down the operations of the
so-called Philippine offshore
gaming operators, or POGOs, by
yearend, drawing loud applause
from legislators and top 
officials.
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On the one hand, developing
nations are being

forcefully nudged to sign up for
climate commitments that they
are not ready for, on the other
hand, the developed world is in
a mad ‘Scramble for Africa’
kind of rush to usher in the
latest and the most expansive
energy guzzlers like Artificial
Intelligence ecosystem, the
Government's 'Economic
Survey 2023-24 has said.
“Even as the data centres are
ramping up energy demand,
cloud storage facilities, crypto
mining, and AI are all expected
to increase this exponentially.” 
The report also took exception
to the developed world’s fancy
to such energy demand driven
technologies while planning to
impose carbon taxes on
carbon-intensive imports by
the developing countries like
India.
This technological
advancement, aimed at
enhancing efficiency and

productivity, paradoxically
contributes to higher
emissions. “Despite ambitious
pledges by leading technology
firms to achieve Net Zero
emissions by 2030, their
pursuit of AI dominance has
resulted in a 30 per cent rise in
emissions by 2023,” the report
further cautioned.
This means that India not only
has to deal with climate change
and undertake energy
transition but also confront the
protectionism of developed
countries, said the report.
The European Union is on

course to implement its Carbon
Border Adjustment
Mechanism (CBAM), and both
the United Kingdom and the
United States are in different
stages of imposing their
versions of it in due course. The
EU argues that this mechanism
creates a level playing field for
domestically manufactured
goods, which must adhere to
stricter environmental
standards, and help reduce
emissions from imports.
However, other nations,
particularly developing
countries, worry that this
would harm their economies
and make it too expensive to
trade with the bloc.
According to a report by the
independent think tank Centre
for Science and Environment
(CSE), CBAM will impose an
additional 25 per cent tax on
carbon-intensive goods, such
as iron, steel, cement, fertilisers,
and aluminium, exported from
India to the EU.
Based on data from the past
three years, this tax burden
would represent 0.05 per cent

of India's GDP. "It would be a
comedy if it were not real and
tragic. Even as developed
nations prepare to impose a
carbon tax at the border on
imports coming into their
countries laden with carbon,
they are ramping up energy
demand like never before,
thanks to their obsession with
letting AI guide, take over and
dominate natural intelligence,"
the report said.
For instance, the report cited a
broad estimate by the
International Energy Agency
which said that a single Chat-
GPT search consumes 10 times
more energy than a similar
query on Google.
According to a research report
published in April, Goldman
Sachs analysts wrote that the
demand for power in the
United States would experience
growth not seen in a
generation, thanks to AI, and
that "transmission, one of the
major bottlenecks for clean
energy transition, and the
addition of data centres and AI
could exacerbate this".
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Lowering the cash deposit
ratio or the proportion of

deposits which banks are
mandatorily required to park
with the RBI will help the
lenders facing low deposit
growth, SBI Managing
Director Ashwini Kumar
Tewari said on Monday.
Conversations for such a cut
are on, he told reporters
here, clarifying that the
country’s largest lender does
not need such a reduction as
it is well placed on the
liquidity front.
There has not been any
formal request for a CRR cut
made either, he added.
Speaking at an event
organised by domestic rating
agency Careedge, Tewari
said, “We have to look at
various avenues for helping
tide over the challenge posed
by lower deposit growth”,
and specifically mentioned a
request to get bank deposits
at par with capital market
investments while referring

to CRR and SLR.
To a question on whether the
bank has sought a CRR cut,
he said, “We have not sought
any formal dispensation, but
it is a conversation we
continue to have. I don’t
think there is any move to do
this at the moment”. 
When asked if a CRR cut will
help banks tide over the
continuing wedge between
the credit and deposit
growth, he said, “Of course,
it will help”.
The economy will need
resources to help fund the
growth, he said, adding that
90 per cent of all economic
activity is funded by the
banks.
SBI’s statutory liquidity ratio
or investments in
government bonds are 2-3
per cent higher and hence, it
may not benefit as much. But
there are banks running
credit deposit ratios of up to
90 per cent for whom the
CRR cut, which expands the
lendable resources for a
bank, will be of help.
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Equity benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty ended

lower on Monday, dragged
down by heavy selling
pressure in Reliance
Industries and Kotak
Mahindra Bank ahead of the
Budget.
Besides, a weak trend in
global equity markets also
hit investors sentiment,
traders said.
Falling for the second day in
a row, the 30-share BSE
Sensex fell 102.57 points or
0.13 per cent to settle at
80,502.08. During the
session, it tanked 504 points
or 0.62 per cent to
80,100.65.
The NSE Nifty dipped 21.65
points or 0.09 per cent to
24,509.25. During the day, it
dropped 168.6 points or
0.68 per cent to 24,362.30.
Among the Sensex pack,
Reliance Industries declined
over 3 per cent after the
company reported a 5 per
cent drop in its June quarter
net profit.
Kotak Mahindra Bank also
fell more than 3 per cent
after its June quarter
earnings failed to cheer
investors.

ITC, State Bank of India,
HCL Technologies and
IndusInd Bank were the
other big laggards.
NTPC, UltraTech Cement,
HDFC Bank and Mahindra
& Mahindra were among
the gainers.
HDFC Bank climbed over 2
per cent after the company’s
consolidated net profit grew
33.17 per cent to Rs
16,474.85 crore in the June
2024 quarter.
In Asian markets, Seoul,
Tokyo and Shanghai settled
lower, while Hong Kong

ended in the positive
territory.
European markets were
trading higher in the mid-
session deals. US markets
ended lower in overnight
trade on Friday. 
According to the Economic
Survey, 2023-24 tabled in
Parliament on Monday,
capital markets are
becoming more prominent
in India’s growth story, with
an expanding share in
capital formation and
investment landscape on the
back of technology,

innovation and digitisation.
Further, Indian markets are
resilient to global geo-
political and economic
shocks, it added.
“Despite heightened geo-
political risks, rising interest
rates and volatile
commodity prices, Indian
capital markets have been
one of the best performing
among emerging markets in
FY24,” the Economic Survey
said.
Meanwhile, global oil
benchmark Brent crude
dipped 0.08 per cent to USD
82.53 a barrel.
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) bought
equities worth Rs 1,506.12
crore on Friday, according
to exchange data.
The BSE benchmark hit its
new all-time high of
81,587.76 in the initial trade
on Friday but failed to carry
forward the winning
momentum and tanked
738.81 points or 0.91 per
cent to settle below the
81,000 mark at 80,604.65.
Nifty tumbled 269.95 points
or 1.09 per cent and ended
at 24,530.90 after hitting its
fresh record peak of
24,854.80 during the
opening bell on Friday.
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Economic think tank GTRI
on Monday urged the

Government to cut import
duty on smartphone
components in the Budget as
it could lead to an increase in
superficial assembly plants
that rely heavily on imported
parts.
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman will present the
Union Budget for 2024-25
tomorrow.
The Global Trade Research
Initiative (GTRI) said the
current schemes and tariff
structure resulted in great
success, and the current
framework is also ensuring
duty-free imports of
components for exports.
“Do not cut import duty on
smartphone components in
this Budget. Removing tariffs
could lead to an increase in
superficial assembly plants
that rely heavily on imported
parts, contributing little to
the local economy. 

“Imported components and
subassemblies account for up
to 90 per cent of the bill of
material value for an India-
made phones,” GTRI
Founder Ajay Srivastava said.
Currently, import tariffs on
the product is 20 per cent
while duty on components
range between 0 and 20 per
cent. The Budget should
maintain these tariffs for
several compelling reasons,
he said.
“Smartphone is the most
celebrated success story
pushed by PLI (production
linked incentive) incentives
and a clever tariff arbitrage
between these phones and its
components,” he added.
India’s production of this
item has crossed USD 49
billion in FY24, and its
exports grew from USD
10.96 billion in FY23 to USD
15.57 billion in FY24, a
growth of 42 per cent.
Additionally, over 98 per cent
of smartphones sold in India
are made locally,

demonstrating the success of
policies like the PLI scheme,
which offers a 4-6 per cent
cash incentive on annual
incremental production. No
need to change a policy
giving great results, it said.

The GTRI added that Indian
manufacturers can import
necessary inputs or capital
goods duty-free for
manufacturing and
exporting electronic items,
facilitated through schemes

like Advance Authorisation,
Export Promotion Capital
Goods, Special Economic
Zones (SEZs), and 100 per
cent Export Oriented Units.
Firms can also use the
customs bond scheme for

duty-free imports without
localisation requirements.
“Apple, for example, through
its contract manufacturers
Foxconn and Wistron,
benefits from SEZs to
manufacture and export

smartphones. In 2023,
Apple’s iPhone production in
India exceeded Rs 1 lakh
crore (about USD 13.5
billion), with Rs 65,000 crore
worth of exports,” the think-
tank said.
Schemes like SEZs thus allow
import of all inputs at zero
duty, thus making Indian
smartphone globally
competitive, it added.
In FY24, electronics imports
crossed USD 83.92 billion,
with components growing
from USD 25.13 billion in
FY23 to USD 34.36 billion in
FY24, a 36.8 per cent
increase.
It added that the high
reliance on imported parts in
local manufacturing suggests
that cutting import duties
would eliminate incentives to
establish deeper
manufacturing operations in
India, leading firms to
assemble mobile phones
from nearly complete
imported kits and exit once
incentives disappear.

“Maintaining current import
tariffs is crucial for
sustaining the growth and
depth of India’s smartphone
manufacturing sector.
Reducing these tariffs could
encourage short-term
assembly operations over
long-term, valuable
manufacturing, undermining
the industry’s success and
future potential,” it said.
Srivastava said these tariffs
are not just protective
measures but catalysts for
fostering a robust, self-
reliant smartphone
manufacturing ecosystem in
India.
This ecosystem can compete
globally while driving local
employment and
technological advancement,
he added.
“Preserving these tariffs is
essential for continuing the
remarkable growth
trajectory and nurturing the
deep manufacturing
capabilities of India’s
smartphone sector,” he said. 
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The rupee consolidated in a
narrow range to settle 3

paise higher at 83.67
(provisional) against the
American currency on
Monday, as crude oil prices
and the US dollar retreated
from their elevated levels.
Forex traders said the Indian
rupee recovered from all-time
low levels and traded in a
narrow range as mixed-to-
weak domestic markets put
downside pressure on the
rupee. However, weak tone in
the US dollar and a decline in
crude oil prices cushioned the
downside.
At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
unit opened at 83.66, and
touched an intraday high of
83.65 and a low of 83.68
against the dollar during the
trading session.
It finally settled at 83.67
(provisional) against the
American currency,
registering a gain of 3 paise
from its previous close.

On Friday, the rupee
depreciated 7 paise to settle at
its all-time low of 83.70
against the US dollar.
“We expect the rupee to trade
with a slight negative bias on
the weak tone in the global
markets and overall strength
in the US dollar. Weak Asian
currencies and a weak yuan
may also support the dollar.
However, weakness in crude
oil prices and FII inflows may
support the rupee at lower
levels,” said Anuj Choudhary
- Research Analyst at

Sharekhan by BNP
Paribas.Any intervention by
the RBI may also support the
rupee. Investors may take
cues from India’s Union
Budget. USD-INR spot price
is expected to trade in a range
of Rs 83.20 to Rs 84.20,
Choudhary added.
Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of
six currencies, was trading
lower by 0.17 per cent at
104.22.
Brent crude futures, the

global oil benchmark, were
trading marginally lower by
0.29 per cent at USD 82.39
per barrel.
On the macroeconomic
front, India’s forex reserves
jumped by USD 9.699
billion to an all-time high of
USD 666.854 billion for the
week ended July 12, the RBI
said on Friday.
In the previous reporting
week, the kitty had
increased by USD 5.158
billion to USD 657.155
billion, surpassing the
previous high of USD
655.817 billion for the week
ended June 7.
In the domestic equity
market, the 30-share BSE
Sensex fell 102.57 points or
0.13 per cent to settle at
80,502.08 points and Nifty
dropped 21.65 points or 0.09
per cent to 24,509.25 points.
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) were net
buyers in the capital markets
on Friday as they purchased
shares worth Rs 1,506.12
crore, according to exchange
data. 
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Gold prices rose by Rs 100
to Rs 75,650 per 10 grams

in the national capital on
Monday due to increased
buying by jewellers and a firm
trend in the overseas markets.
However, silver prices
plunged by Rs 600 to Rs
91,000 per kg. In the previous
session, it had settled at Rs
91,600 per kg, as per the All
India Sarafa Association.
Saturday, the precious metal

rates had closed at Rs 75,550
per 10 grams.
Meanwhile, gold of 99.5 per
cent purity also rose by Rs 100
to Rs 75,300 per 10 grams. It
had ended at Rs 75,200 per 10
grams in the previous session.
Traders attributed the rise in
gold prices to fresh demand
by local jewellers and a firm
trend in the international
markets.
The white metal has declined
Rs 3,400 per kg in the past
four sessions since July 18
when it had fallen by Rs 400
to end at Rs 94,000 per kg.
Globally, Comex gold is
trading higher at USD
2,451.70 per ounce, up by
USD 4.90 per ounce from the
previous close.
“After a sharp pullback from
all-time highs last week,
Comex gold edged higher on
Monday as US election
uncertainty weighed on US
dollar and treasury yields,”
Kaynat Chainwala, AVP of
Commodity Research at
Kotak Securities, said.

President Joe Biden’s decision
to end his re-election
campaign and endorse Vice
President Kamala Harris
prompted speculation on
whether it would benefit or
hinder chances of former
President Donald Trump
returning to the White House.
As a result, the bulls of the US
dollar remained cautious and
the commodity prices gained
some traction.
Traders are now eagerly
anticipating the release of
several key economic
indicators ahead of the
Federal Open Market
Committee (FOMC) policy
decision next week,
Chainwala added.
However, silver was
marginally down at USD
29.25 per ounce in New
York.
According to commodity
market experts, traders also
worried about slowing
Chinese economic growth,
geopolitical risks from the
Russia-Ukraine war and the
ongoing conflicts in the
Middle East will benefit the
safe-haven asset.

Further, traders
are awaiting the upcoming
release of the US Personal
Consumption Expenditures
(PCE) price index data on
Friday for more cues about
the US Federal Reserve’s
monetary policy path,
which will provide
directions for the bullion
prices in the near future,
they said.
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Sebi has returned the draft
documents of student

recruitment solution
provider Crizac Ltd, which
was looking to float Rs 1,000
crore Initial Public Offering
(IPO), an update with the
markets regulator showed on
Monday.
The move might delay the
Kolkata-based company’s
initial share-sale.
The proposed IPO was
entirely an Offer For Sale
(OFS) by promoters, Pinky
Agarwal and Manish
Agarwal, with no fresh
issue component.

The OFS consists of the sale
of equity shares worth Rs
841 crore by Pinky Agarwal
and up to Rs 159 crore by
Manish Agarwal, according
to the offer document.
The company filed its Draft
Red Herring Prospectus
(DRHP) with the Securities
and Exchange Board of
India (Sebi) in April.
According to an update on
Sebi’s website on Monday,
the markets regulator
returned the company’s
offer document on July 15
without providing reasons
for the same.
Crizac offers international
student recruitment

solutions to global
institutions of higher
education in the United

Kingdom, Canada, the
Republic of Ireland,
Australia and New Zealand.

It has established
partnerships with leading
universities in the UK and
is a major player in student
recruitment from India to
the UK, holding a
significant market share of
about 13 per cent based on
the number of Indian
students pursuing higher
education in the UK in
2023, the draft papers
quoted a F&S report.
Over the last three years,
Crizac facilitated
enrolment applications
from over 72 countries
through its registered
agents on its technology
platform. It processed more

than 3.82 lakh student
applications and
collaborated with over 140
global universities.
Crizac’s pro forma
consolidated revenue from
operations during the fiscal
year 2023 jumped 79.5 per
cent to Rs 472.97 crore
from Rs 263.53 crore in the
previous year. Besides,
profit after tax grew 65.50
per cent to Rs 112.14 crore
for the financial year 2023
from Rs 67.76 crore in the
preceding fiscal.
Equirus Capital and Anand
Rathi Advisors are the
book-running lead
managers to the issue. 

Sensex, Nifty settle lower ahead of Budget
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Economic Survey slams energy
guzzling developed world
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DOMINANT INDIA
WOMEN FACE NEPAL,

EYE SEMIFINAL
BERTH IN ASIA CUP
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Buoyant India will look to
extend their winning
run and seal a semifinal

berth when they face Nepal in
their final Group A Women's
T20 Asia Cup match here on
Tuesday. 
India registered convincing
wins in their first two matches
of the continental tournament,
beating traditional rivals
Pakistan and United Arab
Emirates by seven wickets and
78 runs respectively to put one
foot in the semifinals. 
Minnows Nepal hardly have
any time to recover from the
thrashing they received at the
hands of Pakistan in their
previous outing on Sunday,
the same day when the
tournament's overwhelming
favourites and defending
champions India bulldozed
the hapless Emirates side.
While India are primed to
enter the last-four, Pakistan
improved their net run rate
with the comfortable win over
Nepal lifting them to the
second spot in Group A. 
India will, however, not be
bothered by how the other
teams are doing and will look
to sustain the momentum they
have gained with two
convincing victories heading
into the semifinals. 
India have flexed their
muscles in both batting and
bowling so far in the
tournament, and are likely to
continue in the same vein
come Tuesday. 
If the swashbuckling opening
duo of Smriti Mandhana and

Shafali Verma fired with the
bat in the victory over
Pakistan, after the bowlers'
excellent display, skipper
Harmanpret Kaur and Richa
Ghosh led the show in the
middle-order in the
hammering of the UAE. 
The big-hitting Ghosh,
especially, was in destructive
mood as she carted 64 in just
29 balls while Kaur compiled
66 in 47 deliveries. 
While Kaur played the
anchor's role to perfection, it
was Ghosh's blazing knock
which helped India score their
first-ever 200-plus total in
T20Is.
As far as the Indian bowling is
concerned, the likes of Renuka
Singh, Pooja Vastrakar and
Deepti Sharma have been
doing a wonderful job of both
containing runs and taking
wickets. 
Even Tanuja Kanwar, who was
roped in as a replacement for
injured off-spinner Shreyanka
Patil, performed her duty with
aplomb, giving away only 14
runs while taking a wicket in
her full quota of four overs. 
The Indu Barma-led Nepal,
which started the tournament
with a historic six-wicket
victory over the UAE, is well
aware of the task. 
They will certainly take
confidence from their first-
ever win in the event but the
Himalayan nation will need a
lot more than that to even
come close to challenging a
dominant India. 
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Town Official Language Implementation 

Committee, Shimla (Office-2) under the 

Chairmanship of SJVN Organizing half-yearly 

meeting 

n order to increase the use of Official Language Hindi in 

Central Government Offices , Undertakings and Banks, the 

half-yearly meeting of the City Official Language 

Implementation Committee , Shimla (Office-2), constituted by 

the Government of India under the Chairmanship of Chairman 

and Managing Director of SJVN Limited, was organized today 

at SJVN Limited., Corporate Headquarter, Shakti Sadan, 

Shanan, Shimla. The meeting was chaired by Executive 

Director (HR ), SJVN, Shri Chandra Shekhar Yadav On this 

occasion, General Manager (HR/Official Language) of the 

Corporation, Mrs. Seema Kumar and Deputy Director 

(Implementation) of Narakas-2, Shimla, Official Language 

Department , Home Ministry, Government of India, Mr. Kumar 

Pal Sharma were also present. 

The University Celebrated Its 55th Foundation 

Day With Simplicity We Will Work Together 

For The Academic Development Of The 

University - PVC 

Pro-Vice-Chancellor of Himachal Pradesh University Prof. 

Rajindra Verma has said that all the categories, non-teaching 

staff, students and teachers will work together for the academic 

development of the University. He was speaking on the 

occasion of the 55th foundation day of the HP University here 

today. 

Bank of Baroda Marks its 117th Foundation 

Day with the launch of Breakthrough Digital & 

Technology-led Initiatives 

 Bank of Baroda (Bank), one of India's leading public sector 

banks, todaycelebrated its117th Foundation Day. The theme for 

the Bank's 117 th year is “Trusted Today, Transforming 

Tomorrow”, On the occasion, the Bank launched a range of 

digital and technology-led initiatives aimed at further 

enhancing the payments and banking experience for customers. 

“On the Bank's 117 th Foundation Day, we are pleased to 

launch a widerange of initiatives and offerings that promise to 

delight our customers across the spectrum – retail, agri and 

corporate banking customers. Digital/ Technology Initiatives: 

GenAI-Powered Virtual Relationship Manager (VRM). 

Bank of India is organizing SAMJHAUTA DAY  

Bank of India is organizing SAMJHAUTA DAY on 26-07-

2024 (Friday) to settle the NPA loan accounts of borrowers 

under One Time Settlement(OTS) at all its branches/Zones and 

FGMOs across the country. The SAMJHAUTA DAY is 

specially designed for the NPA Borrowers who could not repay 

their loan in time due to distress in business / medical condition 

of the borrower or any other genuine reason. Our Bank is 

having special OTS schemes to settle small value accounts and 

mid-size accounts through which special and good discounts 

are offered to the borrowers whose accounts are NPA. All the 

borrowers whose accounts are NPA may come forward to avail 

this Golden opportunity by settling NPA loan accounts on 

SAMJHAUTA DAY on 26-07-2024.
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