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Microsoft users globally,
including several in

India, reported massive
outages in services, with the
outage tracking website
Downdetector showing users
flagging disruptions across
various services. A new
update from Crowdstrike, a
cybersecurity software firm,
is being cited as the cause of
the outage, which has
impacted Windows-based
desktops and laptops.
Globally, long queues formed
at airports in the US, Europe,
and Asia, including India, as
airlines lost access to check-in
and booking services at a time
when many travellers are
heading away on summer
vacations.
News outlets in Australia —
where telecommunications
were severely affected — were
pushed off air for hours.
Hospitals and doctor's offices
had problems with their
appointment systems, while
banks in South Africa and New
Zealand reported outages to
their payment system or
websites and apps.
Some athletes and spectators
descending on Paris ahead of
the Olympics were delayed as
was the arrival of their
uniforms and accreditations,
but games organisers said

disruptions were limited and
didn't affect ticketing or the
torch relay.
Amid the massive global
outage that hit operations of
airlines, banks and businesses
across the globe, Microsoft on
Friday said it is aware of the
issue affecting Windows
devices due to an update from
a third-party software
platform. A Microsoft
spokesperson said, "We
anticipate a resolution is
forthcoming.”
“We're aware of an issue
affecting Windows devices due
to an update from a third-party

software platform," the
spokesperson said. The outage
put operations of businesses
and systems across the globe in
a state of limbo.
On outage tracking website
Downdetector, users reported
problems across Microsoft
line-up including Azure, and
Teams. Microsoft said it is
investigating the issue
"impacting users ability to
access various Microsoft 365
apps and services". 
"Our services are still seeing
continuous improvements
while we continue to take
mitigation actions," according

to Microsoft 365 Status post on
social media.
The glitch caused users to see
the Blue Screen of Death error
messages, and there are
widespread reports of
disruptions in international
airlines, banks and media
outlets.
Union Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said MEITY is in
touch with Microsoft and its
associates regarding the
global outage and assured
that State run NIC network
was not affected. The IT
Minister said the reason for
this outage has been
identified and updates have
been released to resolve the
issue. CERT too issued a
technical advisory.
"It has been reported that
Windows hosts related to
Crowdstrike agent 'Falcon
Sensor' are facing outages and
getting crashed due to recent
update received in the product.
The concerned windows hosts
are experiencing a 'Blue Screen
of Death (BSOD)' related to
Falcon Sensor," CERT-In
advisory said.
A widespread Microsoft
outage disrupted flights, banks,
media outlets and companies
around the world including
India. Escalating disruptions
continued hours after the
technology company said it
was gradually fixing an issue
affecting access to Microsoft
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Multiple airports and
airline operations on

Friday faced major
disruptions across the
country due to outages of
Microsoft Window cloud
service. Several airports
suspended operations as
services like bookings,
check-in and boarding
process including issuance of
boarding passes were carried
out manually, thereby taking
longer than expected time
and leading to long queues at
airports. It caused chaos for
several low-cost airlines,
posing security concerns.   
The outage hit booking and
check-in services of several
airlines, including Air India,
IndiGo, Akasa Airlines and
SpiceJet. Flyers have been
advised to get to the airport
well in advance, as manual
check-ins take more time.
They have also been urged to
carry dry food items and
water in case the wait
stretches. 
Airlines are posting updates
on their social media
handles to warn passengers
about delays. 
Advising passengers to
cooperate with airport staff
during this period of
disruption, the Ministry of
Civil Aviation (MoCA) said
it is "committed" to
minimising inconvenience

and ensuring well-being of
all travellers.
The airports and airline
operations, whose systems
were based on Microsoft,
faced significant disruptions
since about 10.40 am on
Friday. IndiGo, SpiceJet ,
Air India and Akasa saw
disruptions in their online
check-in and boarding
processes across their
networks, forcing them to
switch to manual mode.

Airlines are facing issues in
making fresh bookings;
urging passengers not to
make multiple bookings for
a journey and urging them
not to contact call centres
— which are facing
tremendous call volumes
due to flight delays —
unless their flight is
scheduled to depart in 24
hours.
Union Minister for Civil
Aviation Ram Mohan Naidu

said his Ministry and
Airports Authority of India
(AAI) are actively managing
the situation arising out of a
global Microsoft outage,
which severely impacted
airport and airline
operations in the country.
The Civil Aviation Ministry
in collaboration with AAI
has implemented manual
backup systems to maintain
operational continuity,
Naidu said in a statement.

Unease in NDA over
Yogi’s fresh order
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The Supreme Court on
Friday agreed to examine

the contours of Article 361 of
the Constitution which grants
'blanket immunity' to
Governors from any kind of
criminal prosecution.
The top court's order came on a
plea of contractual woman
employee of West Bengal 'Raj
Bhavan' who has alleged
molestation by Governor C V
Ananda Bose and her wrongful
confinement by the officials
there.
A bench comprising Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud and
justices JB Pardiwala and
Manoj Misra also issued a
notice to the West Bengal
Government on the plea of the
woman and granted her liberty
to make also the Central
Government a party.
It also sought the assistance of
Attorney General R
Venkataramani in dealing with
the constitutional issue.
At the outset, senior advocate
Shyam Divan, appearing for
the woman whose name has
been redacted from the judicial
records, said, "It cannot be that
there is no investigation.
Evidence has to be gathered
right now. It cannot be deferred
indefinitely till the Governor
demits office."
The plea said the immunity
granted to the Governors
under clause 2 of Article 361
cannot bar the investigation
and moreover, the time is the
essence in such probes.
"The petition raises the issue
pertaining to the ambit of the
protection which is afforded to
the Governor under clause (2)

of Article 361 of the
Constitution," the bench said in
its order of issuing notice to the
State Government and others.
The Article deals with the
protection of President and the
Governors and its clause 2
reads, "No criminal
proceedings whatsoever shall
be instituted or continued
against the President, or the
Governor of a State, in any
court during his term of office."
The woman petitioner has also
sought directions to frame
specific guidelines under which
Governors enjoy immunity
from criminal prosecution.
"This court has to decide
whether a victim like the
petitioner can be rendered
remediless, with the only
option being to wait for the
accused to demit his office,
which delay will then be
inexplainable during the trial,
and render the entire
procedure a mere lip service,
without any justice to the
victim herein," the plea said.
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Home Minister Amit Shah
on Friday chaired a high

-level meeting with the
various heads of security and
law enforcement agencies to
review the functioning of
Multi Agency Centre (MAC)
of IB, responsible for tackling
security challenges in the
country.  
Addressing the meeting
Home Minister instructed
heads of security agencies to
adopt a whole-of-the
Government approach
towards national security. 
He stressed upon greater
synergy between all the
agencies to dismantle the
terror networks and their
supporting eco-system, to
address the evolving security
threat scenario of the country.
While reviewing the overall
internal security situation in
the country and the fight
against terrorism, Shah
impressed upon all the
participants to increase
engagement in the Multi
Agency Centre and make it
into a cohesive platform.
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In twin disciplinary measures,
Union Public Service

Commission (UPSC) has
launched criminal prosecution of
a controversial probationary IAS
officer Puja Manorama Diliprao
Khedkar and also issued a show-
cause notice to her  for
cancellation of her candidature
from Civil Services Examination-
2022/debarment from future
examinations/selections”.
In a statement issued on Friday,
the UPSC said it had conducted
detailed investigations against

Puja Khedkar for her alleged
“misdemeanour”. “From the
investigation, it has been revealed
that she fraudulently availed
attempts beyond the permission
limit under examination rules by
way of changing her name and the
names of her father and mother,
her photograph, her email id,
mobile number and address,” the
UPSC said.   The UPSC said it had
initiated a series of actions against
her, including a criminal
prosecution by filing a First
Information Report (FIR) with
the police, and served her a show
cause notice.

The UPSC said “in fulfilling its
Constitutional obligations, it
stringently adheres to its
Constitutional mandate, and
conducts all its processes,
including all examinations, with
the highest possible order of due
diligence without any
compromise”. “Te UPSC has
ensured the sanctity and integrity
of all its examination processes
with the utmost fairness and strict
observance of rules,” the
statement said.
“The UPSC has deservedly earned
the trust and credibility of a very
high order from the public,

especially the candidates. The
UPSC is unequivocally
committed to ensure that such a
high order of trust and credibility
remains intact and
uncompromised,” the statement
added. It may recalled that on July
16, their daughter and
probationary IAS officer Dr Puja
Manorama Dilip Khedkar — who
is under scanner for alleged
misuse of power and privileges —
was ordered to return to her alma
mater Lal Bahadur Shastri
National Academy of
Administration (LBSNAA),
Mussoorie.
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The Centre has listed six new Bills
for introduction, including the

one which seeks to replace the 90-
year-old Aircraft Act, to provide
enabling provisions for ease of
doing business in the aviation
sector, in the upcoming Parliament
Session beginning Monday.
Besides the Finance Bill, the
Government has also listed 'The
Disaster Management
(Amendment) Bill' for introduction,
consideration and passing. The
proposed legislation aims to bring
more clarity and convergence in the
roles of different organisations
working in the field of disaster
management, a Lok Sabha bulletin
issued Thursday said.
The Bhartiya Vayuyan Vidheyak,
2024 seeks to replace the Aircraft
Act of 1934 to provide enabling
provisions for ease of doing business
in the Civil Aviation sector. The
Session beginning July 22 will
conclude on August 12. Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman is
scheduled to present the Union
Budget on Tuesday, July 23.
Other Bills listed for introduction
and passage during the Session are
the Boilers Bill to replace the pre-
Independence era law, the Coffee
(Promotion and Development) Bill
and the Rubber (Promotion and
Development) Bill.
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla has
also constituted the Business
Advisory Committee (BAC), which
decides the parliamentary agenda.
The committee chaired by the
Speaker has Sudip Bandyopadhyay
(TMC), PP Chaudhary (BJP), Lavu
Sri Krishna Devarayalu (TDP),
Nishikant Dubey (BJP), Gaurav
Gogoi (Congress), Sanjay Jaiswal
(BJP), Dileshwar Kamait (JD-U),

Bhartruhari Mahtab (BJP),
Dayanidhi Maran (DMK), Baijayant
Panda (BJP), Arvind Sawant (Shiv
Sena-UBT), Kodikunnil Suresh
(Congress), Anurag Thakur (BJP)
and Lalji Verma (SP) as members.
The Centre has also convened an
all-party meeting on Sunday ahead
of the Monsoon Session. The
meeting has been called by
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Kiren Rijiju, the Ministry said in a
statement.  
This will be Leader of Opposition
and Congress MP Rahul Gandhi's
first time at the customary Session-
eve meeting of the floor leaders
from all parties if he attends it.
Another large party in the
Opposition ranks, Trinamool
Congress, has regretted it won't
attend the meet. 
The Opposition parties under the
INDIA Bloc too have convened a
meeting of their Parliamentarians
the same evening and another on
July 22 morning ahead of the
resumption of Parliament to discuss
the strategy to raise the issues
during the three-weeks-long
Monsoon cum Budget session.
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Afresh order by Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath

directing the businesses in the
Kanwar pilgrims route to display
nameplates, has caused unease
within a section of party as well as
the BJP’s partners in NDA like
JD(U) and LJP. The Uttarakhand
Government too followed the suit
and issued similar directives
besides verification of the shops
and its owners enroute the Kanwar
pilgrimage which orginates from
Haridwar.   
The fresh order came after the
controversial directives of
Muzzaffarnagar police which
mandated the eateries enroute to
display names of owners later to be
withdrawn saying it was just
optional advisory.
Not only the Opposition but senior
BJP leader Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi,
Union Minister Chirag Paswan,
JD(U) spokesman KC Tyagi
amongst several others expressed
concern over the communal
directives. Congress said it as an
"attack on the Constitution" and
demanded the order be withdrawn.
The BJP, which is in power at the
Centre and in Uttar Pradesh, has
defended the measure, claiming
that it allows fasting Hindus who
may want to eat at a pure
vegetarian restaurant, where the
likelihood of them being served
'satvik' food is higher.
“Nameplate will have to be put on
the food shops on the Kanwar
routes across Uttar Pradesh. The
decision was taken to maintain the
purity of the faith of Kanwar
pilgrims. Action will also be taken
against those selling products with
Halal certification,” the Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister’s office
said.

UP State Minister Kapil Dev
Agarwal said most of the outlets
with names of Hindu deities are
run by Muslims and they sell non-
vegetarian food. He said those
outlets must be identified and
prohibited.
“This is not a matter about every
food cart. Those who carry 'jal'
from Haridwar and travel for 250-
300 km cross this route to reach
their destination. We had urged the
district administration that all such
people who run their dhaba/hotel
after the names of Hindu deities are
mostly from the Muslim
community. Kanwariyas visit their
shops where non-vegetarian food is
sold. So, the name of the shop is
after a Hindu deity, but non-
vegetarian is sold there; all such
establishments should be
prohibited, they should be
identified,” the Minister said.
Agarwal said they are not against
the sale of non-vegetarian food but
Kanwariyas would not eat from
such outlets. “We have no objection
to the sale of non-vegetarian food,
Kanwariyas would not purchase it.
We have only urged that non-
vegetarian food should not be sold
by opening shops after the names
of Hindu deities; so the
administration has acted
accordingly. Politicians are giving it
a Hindu-Muslim angle. But it is not
a Hindu-Muslim matter, it is a
matter of social harmony. People
can sit and eat wherever they want,
but they should have the
knowledge of where they are
sitting,” Agarwal added.
Naqvi slammed the decision and
said the hasty orders may give rise
to the disease of untouchability. “
Faith must be respected, but
untouchability must not be
patronised," the former Union
Minister in Narendra Modi’s
second term, said.

INDIA AMONG MAJOR NATIONS HIT BY MICROSOFT OUTAGE
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SC to review immunity 
to Guvs from prosecution

Shah for synergy
among agencies
to dismantle
terror networks

IAS officer Khedkar’s career on the line as UPSC files FIR
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Flights, banks, media outlets disrupted globally 
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It is for information that my 

Matriculation Statement of Marks No. 

TF 20066413, Unique ID 6726836 

Pass Out Year 2018, Pass Certificate 

& Migration Certificate issued by 

CISCE New Delhi have been lost. 

Jannat Nanda D/o Rakesh Kumar 

W/o Uttam Singh R/o Village 

Rajasansi, Sub-Tehsil Rajasansi, 

Tehsil Lopoke, Distt. Amritsar, Punjab. 

We Desh Raj Guleria S/o Late 

Bhawani Dutt and Manjeet Kaur W/o 

Desh Raj Guleria # 1446, Pushpak 

society Sector 49-B, Chandigarh 

Declare that our son Harsh Guleria 

& his wife wife Sunita @Simmi out 

of our control. We disown them from 

our moveable immovable 

properties. Anybody deal with them 

at their own Risk. 

I, Darshna Devi W/o Sh. Dev 

Raj, R/o H.No. 10, Ward-1, Teh. 

Shahabad (M.),  Distt. Kurukshetra I 

declare that my son Sonu and his 

wife Suman are out of my control , 

and do not even behave well with us. 

So I disinherit them from my all 

moveable/immoveable Properties. If 

anybody deals with them in any 

manner, they will deal on his own 

responsibility. 

I, Swami Nath  S/o  Sh. Bahati 

Ram R/o House no 35 , Near 

Shivalik Garden, Pipli wala Town, 

Mamimajra, Chandigarh inform that 

My son Akhilesh Kashyap is out of 

my control. I Disown him from my all 

moveable and immovable 

Properties. Anybody deal with him at 

their own risk. 

I, Popinder Kumar S/o Sh. 

Mohan Lal R/o House No. 314, 

Village Mauli Jagran Chandigarh 

inform that my son Gurpreet out of 

my control. I disown him from my 

moveable and Immovable 

Properties. Anybody deal with him at 

their own Risk. 

I, Inderjeet Kaur wife of Satpal 

Singh, resident of House No. 03, 

Street No. 06, Peerwali Gali 

Phusgarh Road, Vikas Nagar Karnal 

Tehsil & District Karnal Haryana, 

declare that my son Parvinder Singh 

and his wife Parminder Kaur are out 

of my control. Therefore I disown 

them from my movable and 

immovable properties. Me and my 

family will not be responsible for their 

good or bad deeds and transactions 

in future. 

We, Harvinder Singh S/o 

Manjeet Singh and smt. Harjinder 

Kaur W/o Harvinder Singh R/o 

village Kurali Distt Karnal, inform that 

our son Vishwajeet Virk and his wife 

Arshdeep Kaur, both of whom are 

beyond my reach. Therefore, we 

evict both of them from our movable 

and immovable property. In future, 

the person doing transactions with 

these two will himself be 

responsible. We and any member of 

our family will not have any 

responsibility in this. 

I Sureshi Devi W/o Late. Sh. 

Nanu Ram R/o H. no. 352 street no. 

6 Karan Vihar Karnal inform that my 

son Ravi is out of my hearing. 

Therefore, I evict him from my 

movable and immovable property. In 

future, the person doing the 

transaction will be responsible for 

himself. Neither I nor any member of 

my family will have any responsibility 

in this. 

I, Banto Devi W/o late Balwant 

Singh R/o village Munda Khera, 

Tehsil Thanesar, District 

Kurukshetra, have evicted my son 

Vikram Rana from all my movable- 

immovable properties, as he is out of 

my control. Anybody dealing with 

him at their own risk. 

I, Bindu Devi W/o Ajay Kumar 

Vill.Dhand Distt. Kaithal My Son 

Vivek Is Out Of My Control. I, Disown 

Them  From All My Moveable And 

Immoveable Properties. If Anybody 

Deals With Him At Their Own Risk. 

I, Santokh Ram, S/oRatan Lal, 

R/o 246/2, Gandhi Nagar Tehsil 

Pehowa District, Kurukshetra, my 

daughter Manjeet Kaur and her two 

children Anjali and Shiv are my  Out 

Of My Control. I, Disown Them  

From All My Moveable And 

Immoveable Properties. If Anybody 

Deals With them At Their Own Risk. 

We Madan Lal S/O Kundan Lal 

And Santosh Rani W/O Madan Lal 

R/O H.No.-500/27 Near Shiv Mandir 

Shastri Nagar Jagraon Distt. 

Ludhiana Declare That Our Son 

Ramesh Kumar And His Wife 

Sangeeta Rani (Our Daughter-In-

Law) Are Out Of Our Control. So, We 

Disinherit Them From Our All 

Movable And Immovable Property. 

Anybody Deal With Them At Their 

Own Risk And Responsibility. We 

Will Not Be Responsible In This. 

Concerned Please Note. 

We, Anil Kumar S/o Manohar 

Lal & Rajni W/o Anil Kumar R/o 

Aliwal Araian Teh-Batala 

(Gurdaspur) Pb, India, declare that 

our son Abhi Verma and his wife 

Priyanka are out of our control. So 

we disown with them from our 

moveable/immoveable property. If 

anybody dealing with them at his/her 

own risk. 

म�, जय िसंह पु� छगन िसंह िनवासी 

गांव खोहरा ठाकरान, तहसील कोटकािसम, 

िजला अलवर हाल आबाद गली न�र 2, 

भािटया कॉलोनी, नजदीक कृ" मंिदर, 

फतेहाबाद,  तहसील व िजला फतेहाबाद 

अपने पु� सुरज िसंह व उसकी प&ी िशव 

राज बाई जोिक मेरे व मेरे प)रवार के कहने-

सुनने से बाहर है को अपनी चल-अचल 

संपि, से बेदखल करता -ं। भिव/ म0 उनसे 

लेन देन करने वाला 1यं िज2ेवार होगा 

नािक म3 और मेरा प)रवार। 

म�, जय िसंह पु� छगन िसंह िनवासी 

गांव खोहरा ठाकरान, तहसील कोटकािसम, 

िजला अलवर हाल आबाद गली न�र 2, 

भािटया कॉलोनी, नजदीक कृ" मंिदर, 

फतेहाबाद,  तहसील व िजला फतेहाबाद 

अपने पु� कुलदीप िसंह व उसकी प&ी राज 

बाई जोिक मेरे व मेरे प)रवार के कहने-सुनने 

से बाहर है को अपनी चल-अचल संपि, से 

बेदखल करता -ं। भिव/ म0 उनसे लेन देन 

करने वाला 1यं िज2ेवार होगा नािक म3 

और मेरा प)रवार। 

I, Tribhuwan Rajak S/o Dudh 

Nath R/o House No. 1026, Sector 

38 (West) Dadu Majra Colony, 

Chandigarh declare that in my 

daughter Sapna matriculation 

certificate of CBSC (Roll No. 

2313391), my name has been 

wrongly written as Tribhuwan Rajak 

whereas it is Tribhuvan Rajak. 

I Palwinder Singh S/o 

Sulakhan Singh R/o V.P.O : 

Sekhwan, Teh. Batala, Distt. 

Gurdaspur declare that in my 

passport No. L9470551, my father's 

name has been wrongly written as 

Sulakhanh Singh. But the correct 

name of my father in all documents 

is Sulakhan Singh. Concerned Note. 

I, Gurjit Kaur W/o Gurdeep 

Singh R/o Village Pir Mohamad 

Tehsil Zira District Ferozepur, 

Punjab that in my son Sukhdeep 

Singh is 10th class certificate his 

name wrongly written as Sukhdep 

Singh and my name wrongly written 

as Gurjeet Kaur. My son correct 

name is Sukhdeep Singh and my 

correct name is Gurjit Kaur. So 

Amend name Sukhdep Singh to 

Sukhdeep Singh & Gurjeet Kaur to 

Gurjit Kaur in my son's school 

certificate. 

I Raghav Jugran s/o Late  

Capt. Sunil Kumar Jugran R/o 

House no SF4, Phase- 1 Ashiana 

Complex MDC Sector -4 Panchkula 

Haryana declare that in my Father's 

service record my name is Wrongly 

written as Abhishek Jugran, 

whereas my correct name is 

Raghav Jugran. 

I, Army No 15793059H Naik 

Velladurai T S/o Sh. Thangadurai 

R/o village - Nelkattumseval, Post- 

Office - Nelkattum sevel,  Teh- 

Shivagiri, Distt.  Thirunelveli, 

Tamilnadu, pincode - 627758, 

Declare that in my army record my 

wife name is wrongly recorded as M  

Sivasakth. Her correct name is 

Sivasakthi  V. 

I, Neetu W/O Ramesh Paul. 

R/O Village Tibber. Tehsil/Distt 

Gurdaspur,  Punjab-143529. 

Declare That My Son Name Vansh 

Kumar Studying In Hra International 

School Gurdaspur. His School 

Record My Name Neetu Is 

Wrong.But My Name Neetu Rani Is 

Correct. 

I, Snimardeep Kaur D/o Baljit 

Singh Virk R/o H.No. 20034/A St.No. 

12 Jujhar Singh Nagar, (Bathinda) 

Punjab, declare that Snimardeep 

Kaur & Snimardeep Kaur Virk are 

one and same person. 

I Army No. 18003802K Hav 

Pawanpreet Singh, Resident Sheikh 

P.B In my army record my son name 

is wrongly recorded as Gurtej Singh. 

His correct name is Gurtaj Singh. 

I No. 14687253W Rank NK 

Aman R/o H.No. 54, Saini Colony, 

Kaithal Road, Karnal I inform that in 

my service records my daughter's 

name is recorded as Sejal with 

which Malik surname should be 

recorded, but as per all the 

documents the correct name of my 

daughter is Sejal Malik. 

I, Rajesh Kumar alias Rajesh 

Sharma S/o Ram Kishan R/o V.P.O. 

Bilaspur, Teh. Bilaspur, Distt 

Yamunanagar declares that in my 

son Keshav Certificates my name is 

written as Rajesh Sharma. Rajesh 

Kumar alias Rajesh Sharma S/o 

Ram Kishan both are one & same 

person. 

I Dhruv Sachdeva @ Akash 

S/o Dheeraj Kumar R/o H. No. 2034, 

near Sanatan Dharm Mandir 

Rajpura under my LIC Policy No. 

165799640  declare that Dhruv 

Sachdeva @ Akash is the same 

person. Both names is mine.  

It is for general information that 

I, Poonam Kumari D/O Satlal 

residing at Village-Jeetpura (27), 

Umarwas, District Bhiwani, 

Haryana-127030 declare that the 

name of my father has been wrongly 

written as Satpal in my Board of 

School Education Haryana Class 

10th & Class 12th Educational 

Documents. The actual name of my 

father is Satlal respectively which 

may be amended accordingly. It is 

certified that I have complied with 

other legal requirements in this 

connection. 

I, Devangna D/O Shri 

O.P.Sharma R/O #117 Sector 27-A 

Chandigarh have changed my name 

from Devangna to Devangna 

Sharma. 

I, Khyat Singh Negi S/o Arjun 

Singh, R/o #1523, Block-F, Adarsh 

Nagar, Nayagaon, SAS Nagar 

(Mohali) have changed my name to 

Khyat Singh. 

I, Raman S/o Khyat Singh 

Negi, R/o #1523, Block-F, Adarsh 

Nagar, Nayagaon, SAS Nagar, 

(Mohali) have changed my name to 

Raman Negi. 

I, Santoshi W/o Khyat Singh 

Negi, R/o #1523, Block-F, Adarsh 

Nagar, Nayagaon, SAS Nagar 

(Mohali) have changed my name to 

Santoshi Negi. 

I, Suman Lata W/o Virender 

Singh D/o Late Dal Singh Chauhan 

R/o H.No. 86/1, Bank Colony, 

Manimajra, Chandigarh have 

changed my name from Suman Lata 

to Suman Chauhan. 

I, Sudheer S/o Mahender 

Singh R/o 581, Village Mahra (157), 

Sonipat have changed my name to 

Sudhir Malik for all future purposes. 

I, Sonia W/o Sonu R/o Gali No. 

4A/6, Gohana Road, Mayur Vihar, 

Sonipat have changed my name to 

Sonia Dahiya for all future purposes. 

We Anuj Duggal S/o Sh. 

Suresh Duggal and Pooja Duggal 

W/o Sh. Anuj Duggal R/o #1091 

Sector-4 Panchkula, We have 

changed our minor daughter name 

from Anandita to Anandita Duggal. 

We Anuj Duggal S/o Sh. 

Suresh Duggal and Pooja Duggal 

W/o Sh. Anuj Duggal R/o #1091 

Sector-4 Panchkula, We have 

changed our minor son name from 

Aarav to Aarav Duggal. 

I, Dharampal S/o Piara Lal 

R/o 5/6, Phase-III, Kalindi Colony, 

Lal Dwara, Yamuna Nagar have 

changed my name from Dharampal 

to Dharam Pal. 

I, Gaurav Luthra S/o Satpal 

Luthra R/o 93-E, Gali No. 4, 

Professor Colony, Jagadhri, 

Yamuna Nagar have changed my 

minor daughter’s name from 

Radhika to Radhika Luthra. 

I, Sanjeev Kamboj S/o 

Parvesh Kumar R/o VPO Damla, 

Tehsil Radaur, Distt Yamuna Nagar 

have changed my name from 

Sanjeev Kamboj to Sanjeev Kumar. 

I, Sehajta D/o Deeptanshu 

Verma R/o 243, Professor Colony, 

Yamuna Nagar have changed my 

name from Sehajta to Sehajta 

Verma. 

I, Paramjeet Sandhu S/o 

Mahipal Sandhu R/o VPO-Gagsina, 

Distt.Karnal (Haryana) have 

changed my son name from Arpit to 

Arpit Sandhu.  

I, Jitender Singh S/o Mahipal 

R/o VPO-Gagsina, Distt.Karnal 

(Haryana) have changed my son 

name from Ayush to Ayush Sandhu. 

I, Ram Sarup Khurana, son of 

Shri Vasanda Ram Khurana, 

resident of House No. 1598, Sector 

13, Hisar, Haryana, declare that my 

father's name is written as Vasanda 

Ram in the passport, whereas in 

my Aadhaar card and PAN card, 

Vasanda Ram Khurana is written. 

Which is right and correct. If any 

other person objects to these 

names of mine, it will be my 

responsibility.  

I, Jasveer Singh S/o Barkha 

Ram R/o VPO Jaula Kalan, Tehsil 

Dera Bassi, Mohali have changed 

my Minor Son name from Om 

Mehra to Ashish Mehra. 

I, Surender son of Ran Singh 

Resident of Village Manaktabra 

Distt. Panchkula. I have changed 

my name from Surender to 

Surinder Singh. 

I, Rampati W/o Balbir Singh, 

R/o House No. 61, Shiv Mandir 

Peont, District Karnal Haryana 

have changed my name from 

Rampati to Rampatti Devi. 

I, Joginder Pal Sharma 

residing at Village Jol, P.O Dangar, 

Tehsil Ghumarwin, Distt Bilaspur, 

Himachal Pradesh , am hereby 

giving notice that I have changed 

my name to Joginder Pal for all 

future references. 

I, Sankranti Chandel W/o Sh. 

Ashish Chandel, R/o  Chandel 

Cottage, Below Music Hutt, Near 

Lift, The Mall, Shimla(H.P) declare 

that I have changed my name from  

Sankranti to Sankranti Chandel . All 

concern may please note. 

I, Neha W/o Ranjeet 

KumarR/o H.no 35 Defence colony, 

Sector-C, Ambala Cantt 133001. 

That I Have Changed My name 

From Neha Kumar to Neha. 

I, Anu Rani W/o Ved Parkash 

R/o #276, Ward No.13, Raipur 

Rani, Panchkula (Haryana) have 

changed my name from Anu Rani 

to Anu. 

I, Jasbir Singh S/o Ajaib 

Singh R/o 109 Near Railway 

Workshop Putlighar, Amritsar, 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Jasbir Singh to Jasbir Singh 

Aneja. 

I, Rohit S/o Vipan Kumar R/o 

T229/11, Gali Lamba Wali, Toba 

Bhai Salo Ji, Amritsar, Punjab-

143001 have changed my name 

from Rohit to Rohit Aggarwal. 

I, Charanjeet Singh S/o Hari 

Singh R/o 2 City Light Complex, 

Opp Railway Workshop, G.T Road, 

Amritsar, Punjab- 143001 have 

changed my name from Charanjeet 

Singh to Charanjit Singh. 

I, Surinder Pal Singh S/o 

Khem Singh R/o 9494, Sultanwind 

Road, Near Sarwar Pura, Amritsar, 

Punjab- 143001 have changed my 

name from Surinder Pal Singh to 

Surinderpal Singh. 

I, Meena Devi wife of Satish 

Kumar R/O H.No. 78 Village Theh 

Newal Tehsil Guhla District Kaithal 

(Haryana) have changed my name 

from Meena to Meena Devi. 

I, Suman Sharma W/O Manoj 

Kumar R/O village Mowana Tehsil 

Safidon District Jind Haryana have 

changed my name from Suman to 

Suman Sharma. 

I, No. 14395414K Ex Hav Om 

Parkash S/o Shri Gian Chand R/o 

Village Pandori PO Lamin Tehsil 

Mukerian Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab 

have changed the name of my son 

from Shubam Minhas to Shubhan 

Manhas. 

I, Manisha W/o Anmol Kumar 

R/o Sant Baba Sohan Singh 

Colony, Tibba Sahib, Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Punjab have changed 

my name from Manisha to Manisha 

Kumari. Concerned note. 

I Yukti Billa W/o Mr. Vipul 

Garg R/o H. No. 373-A, Garg 

Niwas, Prem Nagar, Hisar, Haryana 

125001 hereby declare that in 

future I should be known with my 

new name Yukti Billa Garg. 

I, Prashant S/o Vijay Kumar 

R/o H. No. P-90-B  BHP Colony 

Satord Khurd, Hisar, Haryana 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Prashant to Prashant  

Kumar for future purpose. 

I, Kuldip Singh S/o Bishan 

Singh R/o Village Kharkan, Distt. 

Kaithal (Haryana) declares that I 

have changed my name from 

Kuldip Singh to Kuldeep Singh. All 

concerned please note. 

I, Rama W/o Rahul R/o House 

No. 780, R.K. Puram Colony, Near 

RKSD College, Kaithal, Distt. 

Kaithal (Haryana) declares that I 

have changed my name from Rama 

to Rama Devi. In future, I will be 

known by the name of Rama Devi. 

All concerned please note. 

I, Suman W/o Pardeep Kumar 

R/o Village Teontha, Distt. Kaithal 

have changed my name from 

Suman to Suman Devi.  

I, Biresh Bir Singh S/o 

Sudesh Pal Singh R/o Village 

Shahkulipur PO Manpur Distt 

Meerut (Uttar Pradesh) PIN- 250406 

have changed my mother name 

from Ram Rathi to Ramarti due to 

wrong name record in my service 

record. 

I, Nisha Rani W/o Harkesh 

Kumar R/o Vill Kalandar Garhi PO 

Khurja Jn, Tehsil Khurja Distt 

Bulandshahar (Uttar Pradesh) PIN- 

203132 have changed my name 

from Nisha Rani Devi to Nisha Rani 

due to wrong name recorded in my 

husband’s Army Service record vide 

affidavit before Notary Public 

Gurdaspur dated 18.07.24. 

I, Mahesh Singh R/o Village 

Nagla Mohkam PO Biswar Tehsil 

Sadabad Distt Hathras (Uttar 

Pradesh) PIN- 281302 declare that 

my mother has changed her name 

from Mahendra Vati  to Mahendrwati 

due to wrong name record in my 

service record. 

I, Simaranjeet Kaur daughter 

of Service Number JC-423555F 

Rank Subedar Name Sukhvinder 

Singh presently residing at Vill- Nai 

Basti (Tanda), PO- Sanjwan, Teh & 

Distt-  Samba, State- J & K, PIN- 

184120 have changed my name 

from Simaranjeet Kaur to Simranjeet 

Kaur due to wrong name recorded 

in my father’s Army service record 

vide Affidavit IN- PB 

32637051455376W dated 05 July 

2024 before Notary Public 

Gurdaspur. 

I, Manjeet Kaur wife of Service 

Number JC-423555F Rank Subedar 

Name Sukhvinder Singh presently 

residing at Vill- Nai Basti (Tanda), 

PO- Sanjwan, Teh & Distt-  Samba, 

State- J & K, PIN- 184120 have 

changed my name from Manjeet 

Kaur to Manjit Kour due to wrong 

name recorded in my husband’s 

Army service record vide Affidavit 

IN- PB 32635790539536W dated 05 

July 2024 before Notary Public 

Gurdaspur. 

I, Sukhvender Kaur  W/o 

Raminder Singh R/o Village Theh 

Tikha (Gurdaspur), have changed 

my name Sukhvender Kaur to 

Sukhwinder Kaur, concerned note. 

I, Deepa, W/o Chandan Singh 

Patwal, R/o House No. 1483, Saini 

Vihar, Phase-3, Baltana, District 

SAS Nagar, Punjab-140604, declare 

that I have changed my name from 

Deepa to Deepa Patwal. All 

concerned may note. 

I, Arsh Rathi S/o Rishi Pal 

Rathi R/o H.No.D2/4, Sector, Eldeco 

Estate one, Distt. Panipat declare 

that my documents my mother's 

name mention is Neelam. But my 

mother documents her name is 

Neelam Rani. Neelam and Neelam 

Rani both are names of my mother. 

All Concerned noted. 

I, Mohan Kumar S/o Balraj 

Singh, # 08, Indira Awas Colony, 

Ramdarbar, Chandigarh have 

changed my name to Mohan. 

I, Babita Wd/o Mukesh Kumar 

R/o H. No. 55, Block No. 3, Near 

Aadhar Hospital, Uttam Nagar, Hisar 

declare that in my son Viren Bura 

school record my name is recorded 

as Babita but my correct name is 

Babita Rani and his father name in 

his school record is recorded as 

Mukesh but his father's correct 

name is Mukesh Kumar as per his 

Birth Certificate. 

I, Parul Kumar Mehta S/o Sh. 

Bans Raj R/o # 1000-P Sector 16-

17, Hisar have Changed my name 

from Parul Mehta Urf Parul Kumar 

Mehta to Parul Kumar Mehta for 

future purposes. 

I, Rohit Gupta S/o Sh. 

Subhash Kumar R/o 1619 Boga 

Mandi, Mandi Adampur, Tehsil 

Adampur, Distt. Hisar, Haryana 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Rohit to Rohit Gupta for 

all purpose. In future I shall be 

known Rohit Gupta.  

I, Maya (Aadhaar No. 

445762402941) W/o Pappu Ram 

R/o Village Sadalpur, Tehsil 

Adampur, Distt. Hisar declare that 

my son Amit Kumar passport my 

name is recorded as Maya Devi 

whereas my real name is Maya. 

Now I want to get my name 

corrected as Maya instead of Maya 

Devi in the passport record of my 

son.  

I, Hitherto Known As Akanksha 

Daughter Of Surinder Kumar 

Residing At Village Lodhwan Khas 

Tehsil Indora District Kagra-176201 

Himachal Pradesh Have Changed 

My Name And Shall Hereafter Be 

Known As Pinky 

I, Hitherto Known As 

Gurbhinder Kaur Wife Of Sher 

Singh Residing At Road Adaltpur, 

Dera I.T.I Road, Kalanaur District 

Gurdaspur-143512  Punjab Have 

Changed My Name And Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As Gurpinder 

Kaur. 

I, Hitherto Known As Bant 

Singh Son Of Bahadar Singh 

Residing At Village Buttar Kalan, 

Tehsil And District 

Gurdaspur143516 Punjab Have 

Changed My Name And Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As Banta 

Singh. 

I, Amandeep Singh S/O Manjit 

Singh R/O H.No. 13/13, Lane No. 6, 

Shakti Nagar, Khandwala, 

Chheharta, Amritsar,  Punjab Have 

Changed The Name Of My Minor 

Daughter Gurleen Sandhu, Age 16 

Years And She Shall Hereafter Be 

Known As Gurleen Kaur. 

I Kusumjit Kaur Alias 

Gurpreet Kaur W/O Jasbir Singh 

R/O 309 Medical Enclave Amritsar 

Have Changed My Name To 

Kusamjit Kaur 

I Mohindar Singh S/O Amar 

Chand R/O H.No.11 Opp. Hardas 

Fuel Point Alps Avenue Majitha 

Road Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name To Mohinder Singh 

I Sidhi W/O Navneet Sethi 

R/O H.No.6 Anand Avenue 

Backside Manav Public School 

Amritsar Have Changed My Name 

To Siddhi Bharti 

I, Hitherto Known As Ravi 

Arora Son Of Sham Sunder 

Residing At H.No.549, B-Block, 

Ranjit Avenue, Amritsar-143001 

Punjab Have Changed My Name 

And Shall Hereafter Be Known As 

Ravi Kant Arora. 

I, Hitherto Known As Seema 

Wife Of Sukhdev Singh Residing At 

Ward No.10, Garden Colony, 

Fatehgarh Churian Road, 

Gurdaspur-143602 Punjab Have 

Changed My Name And Shall 

Hereafter Be Known As Sarbjit 

Kaur. 

I, Hitherto Known As Shalini 

Uppal Daughter Of Trilok Nath 

Uppal Wife Of Sushil Kumar 

Residing At H.No.235, New Teacher 

Colony, Bhadroya Road, Pathankot-

145001 Punjab Have Changed My 

Name And Shall Hereafter Be 

Known As Shalini. 

I, Priya W/O Kush Sonik R/O 

H.No.6-D, Dayanand Nagar, Gali 

No.1, Lawrence Road, Amritsar 

Have Changed My Name From 

Priya To Priya Sonik After Marriage 

I, Rajni D/O Harvinder Singh 

R/O H.No.98, Gali No.5, Jandhpeer, 

Near Khandwala, Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From Rajni To 

Rajni Gill 

I Sandeep Singh  S/O Gurdev 

Singh R/O Abadi Daburji Po Sohian 

Kalan Distt Amritsar Have Change 

My Name From Sandeep Singh Gill 

To Sandeep Singh 

I Malkeet Kaur  W/O 

Sukhwinder Singh R/O Vill Viram 

Po Wadala Viram Distt Amritsar 

Have Change My Name From 

Malkiat Kaur To Malkeet Kaur 

I, Kamal Kumar Mohindru S/O 

Surinder Kumar Mohindru R/O 

H.No.274, Shivala Colony Amritsar 

Have Changed My Name From 

Kamal Kumar Mohindru To Kamal 

Mahendru 

I, Reetu Passan W/O Kamal 

Mahendru R/O H.No.274, Shivala 

Colony Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name From Reetu Passan To Ritu 

Mahendru 

I Rashpal Singh Bhatti S/O 

Darshan Singh Bhatti R/O H.No.124 

Gali Police Chonki Wali Navi Abadi 

Faizpura Amritsar Have Changed 

My Name To Rashpal Singh 

I, Jasbir Singh S/O Sohan 

Singh R/O Vpo Jalalpura, Block 

Majitha Amritsar Have Changed My 

Name Jasbir Is My Given Name 

And Singbh Is My Surname 

I, Surinder Kaur S/O Beli Ram 

R/O Paris Avenue, San Sahib 

Road, Chheharta, Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From Surinder 

Kaur To Surinder Kumar 

I, No.15482307p Dfr Baburao 

Kaviti S/O K. Krishnamma R/O 

Village Gunjalova, Post Jarjangi 

Tehsil Kotabommali Distt 

Srikakulam State Andhra Pradesh-

532195 Have Changed My Son’s 

Name From Sumanth To Kaviti 

Sumanth Vide Affidavit No.In-

Pb36660537282244w 

Dt.18.07.2024 Before Notary Public 

Amritsar 

I, Subhash Komal Spouse Of 

No.14941194p Sep Bhor Subhash 

Bapu R/O Khadakwadi Vtc/Po 

Bhorwadi, Distt Ahmadngar State 

Maharashtra-414005 Now At 15 

Mech Inf C/O 56 Apo Have 

Changed My Name To Komal 

Subhash Bhor Vide Affidavit No.In-

Pb36657647976182w 

Dt.18.07.2024 Before Notary Public 

Amritsar 

I, Santro Devi Mother Of 

No.14947262n L/Nk Pushpendra 

Kumar R/O Kudwara Mathura, Uttar 

Pradesh-281202 Now At 15 Mech 

Inf C/O 56 Apo Have Changed My 

Name To Santo Devi And Date Of 

Birth From 10.06.1970 To 

01.01.1969 Vide Affidavit No.In-

Pb37170311130617w 

Dt.19.07.2024 Before Notary Public 

Amritsar 

I, Sonu Kaur W/O Sukhwinder 

Singh Arora Resident Of B-154, 

Imperial City Loharka Road, 

Amritsar Have Changed My Name 

From Sonu Kaur To Sonu Arora 

I Anumeet Kaur W/O Manjot 

Singh Khurana R/O 223 Rishi Vihar 

Amritsar Have Changed My Name 

After Marriage Anumeet Kaur To 

Anumeet Kaur Khurana. 

I, Manjeet Kaur W/o 

Bhupinder Singh Vill Saras Pur PO 

Bhumbli (Gurdaspur) have changed 

my name as Manjit Kaur. All 

concerned note. 

I, Ashwani Masson S/O Sh. 

Sohan Lal R/O House No. 1708, 

Sector-17, Huda, Jagadhri,  Distt. 

Yamuna Nagar (Haryana). That I 

Have Change My Name From 

Ashwani Masson To Ashwani 

Kumar 

I Babita W/O Rinku Resident 

Of Village Jand Mangholi, Tehsil 

Rajpura District Patiala Have 

Changed My Name To Babita Rani. 

I Ashwani Bhaskar So 

Parshotam Datt Bhaskar , Ro  9-B 

1214-A Sunstar Building Near Pulia 

, Vishnu Nagar Jagadhri Workshop, 

Yamunanagar. That I Have Change 

My Name From Ashwani Bhaskar 

To Ashwani Kumar Bhaskar . 

I Mandeep Singh S/O 

Davinder Singh R/O Village 

Attalgarh Tehsil Mukerian Distt 

Hoshiarpur Have Changed My 

Name From Mandeep Singh To 

Given Name Mandeep & Surname 

Singh 

I Umesh Kumar S/O Ved 

Parkash R/O #68, Ward No. 9, 

Pancholiya Mohalla Pehowa, Tehsil 

Pehowa, District Kurukshetra, 

Declare That Umesh, Umesh 

Kumar And Umesh Mangla Are My 

Names And I Should Be Known By 

All Three Names. 

I Tripta W/O Mahender Singh 

Gaira R/O House No. 750, Sector-

19 Panchkula Have Changed My 

Name From Tripta To Tripta Gaira 

I Kavita Muker W/O Anish 

Muker R/O H.No- 1237, Sector- 15 

Panchkula, Haryana, Have 

Changed My Name From Kavita 

Muker To Kavita. 

I Ranjit Singh Gill S/O Salwant 

Singh R/O Village Gill Kaler Tehsil 

Khadoor Sahib Distt Tarn Taran 

Have Changed My Name To Ranjit 

Singh. 

I Gujant Singh Mavi S/O 

Dalbara Singh Mavi R/O House No 

4, Village Butrela, Sector-42, 

Chandigarh Have Changed My 

Name From Gurjant Singh To 

Gurjant Singh Mavi. 

I, Md. Mostafa Legally Father 

Of No. 16118801f  Rank Hav   Name 

Md. Badal Hossain Unit 15 Engr 

Regt C/O 56 Apo Bathinda Cantt 

(Punjab) Permanent Resident Of 

Lmamnagar, Kismat Sultanpur, Vtc : 

Alal, Po : Alal, Distt. Malda State 

West Bengal-732128 Have 

Changed My Dob From 01.01.1955  

To  01.01.1954 

I, Amena Legally Mother Of 

No. 16118801f  Rank Hav   Name 

Md. Badal Hossain Unit 15 Engr 

Regt C/O 56 Apo Bathinda Cantt 

(Punjab) Permanent Resident Of 

Vill.  Lmamnagar, Vtc : Alal, Po : 

Alal, Distt. Malda State West 

Bengal-732128 Have Changed My 

Name From Amena Bibi To Amena 

And Dob From 02.03.1963  To  

01.01.1963 

I, Amar Jeet Singh (Aadhar 

No. 7991 1006 1810), S/O Sh. 

Sadhu Ram, R/O Mameran Road, 

Near Shyam Mandir, Ellenabad 

Distt. Sirsa (Haryana), Have 

Declared That The Real Name Of 

My Wife Is Savita Singh. Whereas In 

My Passport (No. J6587994) My 

Wife's Name Is Written As Savita 

Singh Which Is Not Correct. My 

Wife's Name Should Be Recorded 

As Savita Singh In My Passport. 

I Pratik Kumar Singh  S/O P S 

Rana R/O #27 D, Ram Nagar Near 

Ekta Vihar Chowk, Ambala Cantt, 

Ambala Have Changed My Name 

To Prerna Singh 

I, Amarjeet Singh Dhaliwal 

S/O Pilla Singh Resident Of Dhaula 

Dist. Sri Muktsar Sahib Have 

Changed My Name From Amarjeet 

Singh To Amarjeet Singh Dhaliwal. 

I, Harjeet  Singh  Othee  S/o 

Sham Singh  R/o Vpo Othian, tehsi 

Ajnala District Amritsar have 

Changed my name from Harjeet 

Singh Othee to  Harjeet Singh 

I, Sham Singh Othee  S/o 

Resham Singh  R/o Vpo Othian, 

tehsi Ajnala District Amritsar have 

Changed my name from Sham 

Singh Othee to Sham Singh 

I Sarbjit Kaur  W/o Balbir 

Singh  R/o 2348, Street No.10, 

Jagdambay Colony Near Mir Shah 

Majitha Road, Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name To Sarbjit As 

Given Name And Kaur  As Surname 

All Concerned Note. 

I, Jagdip  Singh  (Lately 

Nachhatar Singh)   S/o Budh Singh   

R/o at Village Bhandal, PO. Lakhna, 

Tehsil Patti, TarnTaran-143419 

Punjab have Changed my name 

from Nachhatar Singh  to  Jagdip 

Singh 

I, Budh   Singh  (Lately Pargat 

Singh)   S/o Jarnail Singh   R/o at 

Village Bhandal, PO. Lakhna, Tehsil 

Patti, TarnTaran-143419 Punjab 

have Changed my name from 

Pargat Singh  to  Budh  Singh 

I, Rajbir Kaur  W/o  Army 

No.JC502287k  Rank NB SUB  

name Balwinder Singh  R/o.Unit  16 

RR,  resident of Chachowali, 

jaintipur, Amritsar punjab-143502 

declare that in my husband service 

documents my name is mentioned 

as  Ragbir Kaur  which is incorrect 

but my correct name is Rajbir Kaur   

I,  Army No.JC502287k  Rank 

NB SUB  name Balwinder Singh  

R/o.Unit  16 RR,  resident of 

Chachowali, jaintipur, Amritsar 

punjab-143502 declare that as per 

my service documents my  daughter 

name is mentioned as  Agajdeep 

Kaur  which is incorrect but his 

correct name is Agaazdeep Kaur   

I, Madhu Tiwari Wife Of Army 

No. JC382158L Rank Sub Name 

Bipin Kumar Tiwari Unit- 15 Idsr 

Resident Of Barawa, Mehnajpur, 

Azamgarh, Uttar Pradesh 276203, 

Have Changed My Name From 

Madhubala Pandey To Madhu Tiwari 

And Change My Date Of Birth From 

10-02-2003 To 02-07 1981, Vide 

Affidavit No. In- 

PB37389456564719W, Dated 19 

07-2024. Before Distt. Court, 

Amritsar. 

I,  Phool Kumari  Mother of 

Army No.15188626Y rank Hav 

name Pramod Mishra, Unit 173med 

regmet, Resident of Village 

Kandipur, Tehsil - Jalalpur, P/o 

Katghar Musa, Distt. Ambedkar 

Nagar, Uttar Pradesh - 224186, 

have changed my Name from Fool 

Devi  to  Phool Kumari, Vide Affidavit 

No. IN- PB35043293867136W, 

Dated 12-07-2024 Distt. Court, 

Place Amritsar. 

I, Phool Kumari Mother of 

Army No.15188626Y rank Hav 

name  Pramod Mishra, Unit 173med 

regmet, Resident of Village 

Kandipur, Tehsil - Jalalpur, P/o 

Katghar Musa, Distt. Ambedkar 

Nagar, Uttar Pradesh - 224186, 

have changed my Date of Birth from 

05-08-1960 to 01-01-1960, Vide 

Affidavit No. IN- 

PB35071692067283W, Dated 12-

07-2024 Distt. Court, Place Amritsar 

I, Pitta Bimla W/o Pita Muthu 

Swamy R/o H. No. 1220, Badal 

Colony, Shiv Mandir, Lohgarh Road, 

Zirakpur, Tehsil Derabassi (SAS 

Nagar), have changed my name to 

Pitta Bimla Swamy. 

I, Ishwar Dass Mangla S/o 

Nohar Chand R/o Prem Nagar 

Tohana  (Fatehabad), have changed 

my name to Ishwar Dass. 

I,  Ashok Kumar Singla S/o 

Charanji Lal R/o Gupta Gali Tohana 

(Fatehabad), have changed my 

name to Ashok Kumar. 

I, Neha Singhal W/o Amit 

Singla R/o Gupta Gali Tohana 

(Fatehabad), have changed my 

name to Neha. 

I, Amit Kumar Goyat S/o Sh. 

Om Parkash R/o H.No. 1142, 

Sector – 4 Extn. Rohtak declare 

that previously I was known as 

Amit Kumar and now I have 

changed my name from Amit 

Kumar to Amit Kumar Goyat. Now 

I may be known as Amit Kumar 

Goyat in future for all purposes. 

Amit Kumar and Amit Kumar 

Goyat is one and same person i.e. 

myself. 

I, Kamlesh W/o Late Sh. 

Inderjeet Singh R/o #569, Gali No. 

11, Kirti Nagar, Sirsa, (Haryana). 

That I have changed my name 

from Kamlesh Swami to Kamlesh, 

in future my name is to be called 

as Kamlesh. 

I, Satpal S/o Sh. Balram R/o 

Gali Old Gumber Flats, Near Mini 

Delhi Byepass, GTM Colony, Sirsa 

(Haryana). That I have changed 

my name from Satpal to Satpal 

Prajapati , in future my name is to 

be called as Satpal Prajapati. 

I, Rabina Kumari W/o Satish 

Kumar R/o H. No. 16, Ram Nagri, 

Saket Colony, Rajgarh Road, 

Hisar declare that I have changed 

my name from Ranbina Kumari to  

Rabina Kumari  for all future 

purpose. 

I, Randhir Singh s/o Baru 

Ram R/O H.No. 119 B, Laxmi 

Nagar, Jandli, Ambala have 

changed my name from Randhir 

Ravish to Randhir Singh. I will be 

known by this name for all future 

purposes. 

I, Shelly Thapar D/o Gulshan 

Rai R/o #96, MS Enclave, 

Dhakauli, SAS Nagar, Mohali 

(Punjab) declare that in my some 

documents my name written as 

Shelly Thapar and Shelly 

Marwaha and Shelly. Above all 

names are my & one person. In 

future I will be known as Shelly 

Thapar. 

I, Pragya D/o Sh. Laxmi 

Narayan Sharma R/o 432/34, 

Circular Road, Near HP Petrol 

Pump, Janta Colony, Rohtak-

124001 Haryana declare that I am 

the same person who is known as 

Pragya and also known by name 

Pragya Sharma. Pragya and 

Pragya Sharma are the names of 

one and same person i.e.myself. 

I, Kushal S/o Harbans Singh 

R/o VPO. Udho Nangal, Tehsil 

Baba Bakala, Distt. Amritsar, 

Punjab-143114  have changed my 

name from Kushal to Akashdeep 

Singh. Concerned Note.  

I, Gurbakhash Kaur W/o 

Ramesh Kumar R/o VPO. 

Khalwara, Tehsil Phagwara, Distt. 

Kapurthala, Punjab have spelling 

correction in my name from 

Gurbakhash Kaur to Gurbaksh 

Kaur. 

I, Jitendra Kumar, resident 

of Village Kaua Khoh, Po. 

Khiriyama, Kaua Khoh, Gaya 

Bihar 805131 have change my 

daughter name from Dolly to Dolly 

Kumari. 

I, Raga Pedda Veeraiah 

father of No. 15433137M 

Hav/ORA Raga Chinna Ramaiah, 

serving in unit MH Jalandhar C/o 

56 APO have change my name 

from R Pedda Veeraiah to Raga 

Pedda Veeraiah. 

I, Gourav S/o Sh. Bhim 

Bahadur R/o H.No. 54-A, Mahavir 

Avenue, Jalandhar have changed 

my name from Gourav to Gourav 

Gurung. All concerned note 

please. 

I, Bhupinder Singh S/o 

Sukhwinder Singh R/o Village 

Pattar Khurd, Po. Pattar Kalan, 

Tehsil Kartarpur, Distt. Jalandhar 

have changed my name from 

Bhupinder Singh to Bhupinder 

Singh Sahota. 

I, hitherto Known as 

Talwinderjit Kaur D/o Milkha Singh 

W/o Harmesh Singh R/o VPO. 

Ladhra, Distt. Jalandhar-144201, 

Punjab have changed my name 

and shall hereafter be known as 

Kulwinder Kaur. 

I, Sunder Prasad S/o 

Mohinder pal Vill. Dhand Tehsil 

Dhand Distt. Kaithal has changed 

my name Sunder Parsad Singla 

I, Priya Goyal W/o Sunder 

Parsad Singla Vill. Dhand Tehsil 

Dhand Distt. Kaithal has changed 

my name Priya Rani singla. 

I, Service No.15110160P 

Rank: Ex. LNK Swinder Singh S/o 

Kartar Singh R/o St. No.22, Bhakra 

Enclave, Malomajra, PO. Pasiana, 

Tehsil Patiala, Distt./NRS Patiala, 

Punjab 147001 declare that my 

name is recorded as Sawinder 

Singh in my Service Record but my 

correct name is Swinder Singh 

I, Service No.15110160P 

Rank: Ex. LNK Swinder Singh S/o 

Kartar Singh R/o St. No.22, Bhakra 

Enclave, Malomajra, PO. Pasiana, 

Tehsil Patiala, Distt./NRS Patiala, 

Punjab 147001 declare that my 

daugher's name is recorded as 

Jasprit Kaur in my service record but 

her correct name is Jaspreet Kaur. 

I, Army No. JC-314905M 

Rank: NB SUB Name: MANI D, Unit: 

1 AER C/o 56 APO, resident of 

Village Kannika Puram, Post 

Rathinagiri, Taluk Walaja, Distt 

Vellore, State Tamil Nadu, Pin-

632517 have changed my 

Daughter's name from 

Priyadharshani to M Priyadharshani. 

Continuity Pg. No. 04 

Classifieds

LOST AND FOUND

CHANGE OF NAME
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The ripple effect of a global
Microsoft server crash has

hit Punjab, with significant
disruptions reported at
Amritsar and Chandigarh air-
ports. The tech giant’s server
troubles have caused wide-
spread issues, affecting banking
and airport services across
India, the United States, and
several other countries.

The turbulence began at 1
pm, leading to substantial
delays in flight schedules. The
bottleneck left airlines strug-
gling to manage operations
smoothly. Passengers, much
like a queue at a popular movie
hall on a Friday, formed long
lines outside the airport ter-
minals. Every flight faced

delays ranging from 90 minutes
to two hours, turning the ter-
minals into a scene reminiscent
of a slow bar service on a busy
night.
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With the digital systems
down, airlines resorted to the
old-fashioned method of issu-
ing handwritten boarding pass-
es. The ground staff of airlines
such as Indigo and Air India,
grounded by the tech hiccup,
could not issue online passes.
Instead, they scribbled board-
ing passes by hand, promising
to upload the details online
once the servers were back up.
This retro approach, akin to
serving cocktails without mod-
ern mixology tools, added to
the passengers’ frustration.
���
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At Amritsar Airport, the
chaos was evident. Flight
6E6288 to Srinagar, scheduled

for a 1:10 pm departure, took
off at 2:11 pm. The AI169
flight to London, slated for 1:40
pm, finally took off at 2:08 pm.
Other flights, like the 2 pm
Indigo flight to Delhi, the
Vistara flight UK692 to Delhi,
and the 4 pm flight 6E478 to
Bengaluru, were also delayed
by 45 minutes to an hour.
Chandigarh Airport experi-
enced similar turbulence. Flight
6E2195 to Delhi, originally set
for 1:30 pm, took off at 2:25
pm. The 2:30 pm Indigo flight
to Goa and the 3:10 pm Vistara
flight UK658 to Bengaluru
awaited manual clearance
before they could take off.
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Ahead of the Assembly elec-
tions in the state, Haryana

Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini on Friday met Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
New Delhi to discuss various
schemes being implemented in
Haryana and had a detailed
discussion about the 'Agniveers'
and the welfare schemes run by
both the state and central gov-
ernments.

After meeting the Prime
Minister, Saini interacted with
journalists  at  Har yana
Bhawan and stated that sig-
nificant benefits have been
decided for Har yana's
Agniveers by the state gov-
ernment. These include a 10
percent horizontal reserva-
tion in government job
recruitment, age relaxation of
5 and 3 years as per rules, and

interest-free loans of up to Rs.
5 lakh for employment. The
Chief Minister said that the
Prime Minister is focused on
the Agniveer scheme. If any
industry in Haryana hires an
Agniveer, the state will give
that institution a rebate of Rs.
60,000. The Prime Minister
carefully listened about the

scheme run by the state gov-
ernment for the welfare of
Agniveers.

Saini emphasized that
poor people need not worry as
the Prime Minister is meticu-
lously gathering feedback on
each scheme to ensure bene-
fits reach the last person. He
also said the Prime Minister

has taken detailed information
about the schemes being run
in Haryana and also got feed-
back on the implementation of
the central government's
schemes as well. There was
also a discussion on upcoming
projects and the upcoming
assembly elections, he added.

The CM stated that sig-

nif icant changes have
occurred in the state over the
past 10 years and work has
been carried out at a rapid
pace. "Efforts have been made
to strengthen roads in every
district, and four-lane roads,
greenfield roads, and express-
ways have been constructed.
Haryana has become a symbol

of development in every sec-
tor," said the Chief Minister.

In response to a question,
Saini said that during the Lok
Sabha elections, the opposi-
tion wanted to stop Prime
Minister, Narendra Modi, but
they failed. The opposition
parties have different ideolo-
gies and no concrete issues to
discuss as they rely only on
lies, and the public has under-
stood their deceit, he said.

Regarding the demand to
make Dabwali a district, the
Chief Minister said that the
state government has formed
a committee for this purpose
and any demand that comes in
is sent to the committee. The
committee will make a deci-
sion based on parameters,
whether it is a demand to cre-
ate a district or to make an
area a block. The demand for
Dabwali will also be sent to
the committee, said Saini.
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The Enforcement Directorate
(ED) has seized Rs 78 lakh in

unaccounted cash and various
digital devices during searches
conducted against Punjab-based
liquor firm Malbros
International Private Limited
and its former director Gautam
Malhotra. Gautam is the son of
former SAD MLA Deep
Malhotra. The raids, which
began on July 16, were carried
out across seven locations in
Punjab, Delhi, and Madhya
Pradesh.

The enforcement action
stems from a money laundering
case linked to a criminal com-
plaint filed by the Punjab

Pollution Control Board. The
complaint alleged that Malbros
International Private Limited
violated several sections of the
Water (Prevention and Control
of Pollution) Act, 1974, by con-
taminating soil and groundwa-
ter around its factory premises in
Ferozepur. This complaint was
lodged in the Court of Chief
Judicial Magistrate, Ferozepur.

According to an ED state-
ment, the company discharged
industrial effluent into bore-
wells illicitly installed at its
Ferozepur unit, leading to severe
soil and water contamination.
The pollution reportedly posed
significant public health risks and
caused cattle deaths in the sur-
rounding areas.
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Union Minister Manohar
Lal Khattar on Friday

chaired a review meeting on
the power sector and urban
missions along with Himachal
Pradesh Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu at
Himachal Bhavan in
Chandigarh.

Khattar, who holds the
portfolios of Housing and
Urban Affairs and Power, told
reporters that after the portfo-
lio allocation, he reviewed pro-
jects of his departments to
understand issues of various
states and discuss what new
projects can be brought in
future. "Chaired an important
review meeting of the Power
sector & Urban
Missions/Schemes along with
Hon'ble Chief Minister,
Himachal Pradesh Shri
@SukhuSukhvinder at
Himachal Bhawan. Govt. of
India is committed to trans-

form the Power & Urban infra-
structure and ensure a bright &
sustainable future for the peo-
ple of Himachal Pradesh,"
Khattar posted on X.

Khattar said discussions
were also held on ongoing
projects, including power,
smart city, and urban develop-
ment projects. Khattar, who is
MP from Karnal, while refer-
ring to urban development
projects, said various schemes,
including Prime Minister
SVANidhi scheme, were also
discussed and feedback was
taken about the utilisation of
grants issued/allocated by the
Centre.

In the meeting, Chief

Minister Sukhu called on the
Central Government to adopt
distinct norms for hilly States
like Himachal Pradesh for
sanctioning projects under Atal
Mission for Rejuvenation and
Urban Transport (AMRUT)
Scheme, keeping in view the
difficult terrain and topogra-
phy.  A statement issued said
that projects under AMRUT
were sanctioned on the basis of
population and the current
population based criteria was
unsuitable for Himachal
Pradesh and needed to be
relaxed to take maximum ben-
efit under the Scheme.

Sukhu said that the rec-
ommendations of 15th Finance
Commission should also be
reviewed periodically as the
cost of projects escalated over-
time.  He said that Himachal
Pradesh was one of the best
performing states under
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
(PMAY) and urged for funds to
be released for PMAY-2 once
the funds under PMAY-1 were
fully utilized.

The Chief Minister urged
the Central Government to
amend the tender policy sys-
tem, reducing the period from

60 days to 10 days to acceler-
ate the pace of development
works. He said that system
monitoring was an important
concept and focus should be
laid on it. He urged the
Ministry of Power to allow one
MW capacity solar systems
with battery backups for bor-
der areas like Spiti to mitigate
the hardships caused by snow
and adverse weather.  He said
that Rs. 362 crore has been ear-
marked to ensure uninterrupt-
ed power supply in these areas.

It was informed in the
meeting that clean cities of
Himachal Pradesh may be
declared Safai Mitra Surakshit
Shehar, which would attract
additional funding from the
central government to enhance
cleanliness efforts.

Khattar said that a proposal
of developing a new township
at Jathia Devi near Shimla has
been  received and was under
process. He said that solid
waste management plants may
be set up in Municipal
Corporations because big pro-
jects were not feasible in a small
state like Himachal Pradesh.
He said that the concept of
Sanjha Bazar should be
explored in Himachal Pradesh
so that Self Help Groups could
sell their products at one place
to earn their livelihood.

The Union Minister sug-
gested to the state to increase
power production and the state
should ensure maximum uti-
lization of running water to
harness the hydropower.

Urban Development
Minister Vikramaditya Singh
and senior officials were pre-
sent in the meeting.
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Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on

Friday said that Haryana is the
first state in the country to
implement Sant-Mahapurush
Vichar Samman and Prasar
Yojana to officially celebrate
the anniversaries of not only
Sikh Gurus but also other
great personalities of the soci-
ety. The present State
Government is committed to
conveying the teachings of
Sikh Gurus to the new gener-
ations, he added.

Addressing the members
of the Haryana Sikh Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee at his
residence, in Chandigarh, Saini
emphasised that preserving
their memories and teachings
is essential, and everyone
should incorporate the princi-
ples of harmony, tolerance,
brotherhood, and mutual love
shown by the Sikh Gurus into
their lives, as this is the key to
human welfare and the true
tribute to the Gurus.

The Chief Minister high-
lighted the bravery of the Sikh
community, who sacrificed
their lives to protect their reli-
gion, without bowing down.

All Indians take pride in the
sacrifices and bravery of the
Sikh community. He said that
the brave Sikh warriors active-
ly participated in the country's
freedom movement and made
significant sacrifices to protect
India after independence. The
contributions of the Sikh com-
munity to the nation's devel-
opment are written in golden
letters, he said.

Saini said that whenever
humanity faces a crisis, Sikhs
are there to offer protection
and service. Even during the
COVID-19 pandemic,
Gurdwaras opened their doors
to everyone and organised
‘langar’ for everyone. He
recalled the bravery of Guru
Tegh Bahadur Singh, who
refused to cut his hair even
under the threat of execution
by Mughal ruler Aurangzeb.
The Chief Minister expressed
pride in being among such a
brave community.

Saini praised Prime
Minister Narendra Modi for
promoting the teachings of
Guru Granth Sahib globally for
the first time. He reiterated that
the greatest legacy of the Sikh
Gurus is the message of love,
equality, and brotherhood.
Guru Nanak Dev Ji preached,

Awal Allah noor upaya ‘Kudrat
ke sab bandey, Ek noor se sab
jag upja, Kaun bhaley, kau
mandey’

The Chief Minister said
that the establishment of the
'Khalsa Panth' on April 13,
1699, was to protect the coun-
try and religion and to safe-
guard people from oppression
and exploitation. This com-
munity was founded on prin-
ciples of humanity, brother-
hood, mutual and generosity.
He said that while Haryana
separated from Punjab on
November 1, 1966, the teach-
ings of the Gurus remained
integrated. All ten Sikh Gurus
visited Haryana, which is a
matter of great pride for the
state. Historic Gurdwaras have
been established at all the
places wherever these Sikh
Gurus have visited, said Saini.

The Chief Minister said
that Guru Nanak Dev Ji sanc-
tified places like Sirsa, Karah
(Kurukshetra), Pehowa,
Kurukshetra, Kapal Mochan,
Karnal, Panipat, and Pinjore
with his holy presence. Guru
Nanak Dev Ji even celebrated
his birthday at Kapalmochan.
Eight Gurus visited
Kurukshetra from time to
time.

He said that Prime Minister
Modi decided to commemorate
the martyrdom of Guru Gobind
Singh Ji's sons,  Baba Zorawar
Singh and Baba Fateh Singh, as
'Veer Bal Diwas' every year to
inspire the youth with the sto-
ries of their bravery. The gov-
ernment has launched the
'Swarn Jayanti Guru Darshan
Yatra Yojana' to provide finan-
cial assistance to pilgrims visit-
ing Sri Hazur Sahib, Sri
Nankana Sahib, Sri Hemkunt
Sahib, and Sri Patna Sahib.

On this occasion, mem-
bers of the Haryana Sikh
Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee presented an 18-
point demand letter to Chief
Minister, who assured them of
necessary actions by forward-
ing it to the relevant depart-
ments. The members hon-
oured the Chief Minister by
presenting him a ‘saropa’. Rajya
Sabha, MP Krishan Lal
Panwar, President, Haryana
Sikh Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee, Baba Bhupinder
Singh, former MLAs Bakshish
Singh Virk, Manjinder Singh
Sirsa, Baljit Singh Daduwal,
Kawaljit Singh Ajrana and a
large number of people from
the Sikh community were pre-
sent during the programme.
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The Punjab Government has
suspended a forester

accused of using a fake caste
certificate to secure his job. The
action was initiated following
an order from the Forest and
Wildlife Preservation Minister
Lal Chand Kataruchak, who
mandated a thorough investi-
gation into the allegations
against Gulab Singh, a forester
with the Office of Divisional
Forest Officer in Sri Amritsar
Sahib.

The Financial
Commissioner (Forest),
Krishan Kumar, officially
placed Gulab Singh under sus-
pension after the probe’s pre-
liminary findings confirmed
the misconduct.

It was brought to the atten-
tion of the Forest and Wildlife
Preservation Department that
Gulab Singh, who belongs to
the general category, had been
working under the pretense of
belonging to the Scheduled
Caste (SC) category, support-
ed by a falsified certificate.
This revelation prompted an

investigation led by the Forest
Range Officer in Sri Muktsar
Sahib. The preliminary inquiry
substantiated the allegations,
leading to Gulab Singh's
immediate suspension. During
the suspension period, his
headquarters have been relo-
cated to the office of the
Divisional Forest Officer in
Gurdaspur.

Minister Kataruchak
emphasized the government's
commitment to eradicating
corruption and maintaining
transparency in public service.
“This action serves as a stern
warning to all public servants
that deceit and malpractices
will not be tolerated…We are
determined to uphold the prin-
ciples of fairness and integrity
in all government depart-
ments,” he said.

The investigation into Gulab
Singh’s fraudulent activities is
ongoing, with a separate, detailed
probe already underway. The
government has assured that all
aspects of the case will be thor-
oughly examined, and appro-
priate actions will be taken based
on the findings.
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In a significant crackdown on
corruption, the Punjab

Vigilance Bureau (VB) has reg-
istered a case against officials of
Nabha Municipal Council
(MC) and a contractor for the
embezzlement of Rs 1.84 crores
(1,84,45,551). The funds,
meant for the Pradhan Mantri
Shehri Awaas Yojna (PMSAY)
under the ‘House for All’
scheme, were misappropriated
through fraudulent means.

An official spokesperson
from the VB on Friday said that
a meticulous investigation
revealed substantial financial
discrepancies dating back to
2018. During this period, MC
Nabha had received consider-
able funds under the PMSAY
initiative, aimed at providing
housing for all. However, a
detailed probe uncovered that
the officials, in collusion with
the contractor, fabricated fake
bills for development works,
siphoning off the allocated
funds over just six days, from
November 1 to 6, 2018.

“It was discovered that no
actual development work was
carried out with the
funds…Instead, the accused
individuals manipulated
records to falsely depict devel-
opment activities, thereby
diverting the funds intended
for the housing scheme,” stat-
ed the spokesperson.

The investigation identified

a series of fraudulent transac-
tions and fake billing process-
es used to create an illusion of
legitimate expenditure on
development projects. The
spokesperson highlighted that
this deceptive practice not only
betrayed the trust of the ben-
eficiaries but also undermined
the integrity of the govern-
ment's housing initiative.

Based on the findings of
the probe, the VB has lodged
an FIR under various sections
of the Indian Penal Code (IPC)
and the Prevention of
Corruption Act. The case, reg-
istered on July 18, 2024,
includes charges under sections
406 (criminal breach of trust),
420 (cheating), 409 (criminal
breach of trust by public ser-
vant), 465 (forgery), 467
(forgery of valuable security),
468 (forgery for purpose of
cheating), 471 (using as gen-
uine a forged document), and
120-B (criminal conspiracy)
of the IPC, along with sections
13(1)(A) and 13(2) of the
Prevention of Corruption Act.

The spokesperson assured
that further investigations are
underway to uncover the full
extent of the embezzlement
and to identify all individuals
involved in this fraudulent
scheme. “The Vigilance Bureau
is committed to bringing all
culprits to justice and ensuring
that such malpractices are thor-
oughly eradicated from the
system,” he added.

All preparations made for

safe travel during Kanwar

Yatra in Haryana

Chandigarh: The Haryana
Government on Friday said
that it has made all necessary
preparations for the safe travel
of the devotees participating in
the Kanwar Yatra on the occa-
sion of Shivratri. Necessary
directions have been issued to
the officials for this purpose, a
government spokesperson said.

The spokesperson said that
many devotees from Haryana
carry Kanwar from Haridwar
on the occasion of Shivratri.
Most devotees bring Kanwar via
the Yamunanagar route. The
state government is fully alert
regarding the Kanwar Yatra,
which will take place from July
22 to August 2, 2024, he added.
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To enhance agricultural pro-
ductivity, create employment

opportunities and increase the
farmers’ income, Punjab
Agriculture and Farmers Welfare
and Food Processing Minister
Gurmeet Singh Khudian on
Friday proposed the Union Food
Processing Industries Minister
Chirag Paswan to set up a Mega
Food Park at Bathinda.

Khudian, during a courtesy
meeting with the Union Minister
in New Delhi, apprised him that
the Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann has envisioned to increase
farmers’ income by value addi-
tion to their produce, besides cre-
ating robust employment oppor-
tunities for the youth.

Highlighting the need of
Mega Food Park in Malwa
region, Khudian said that this
facility will go a long way to lever-
age perishable agricultural pro-

duce by manufacturing processed
food products for domestic as
well as export markets.

Khudian further informed
that with the remarkable success
of the Mega Food Park at
Ladhowal in Ludhiana, the state
has huge potential for another
Mega Food Park in Malwa
region. He offered that adequate
land will be provided by the State
Government for setting up the
Mega Food Park.

He also impressed upon the
Union Food Processing Minister
to intervene for the release of
fourth installment of grant-in-aid
for Ladhowal Mega Food Park,
besides awarding a Food Testing
Laboratory for Amritsar with
requisite accreditation as food
processing enterprises, traders,
Punjab Rice Millers Association
and Achaar-Murabba
Association have to get their food
products tested from Mohali or
Delhi.
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Chandigarh: On behalf of Haryana Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini, his wife Suman Saini on Friday presented a cheque
of Rs. 1 lakh from Chief Minister's petty grant quota as finan-
cial assistance to a farmer's daughter. Farmer Krishan Kumar,
a resident of Khanpur Rajputan village of Ambala district, suf-
fered crop damage after heavy rains due to which he was fac-
ing a financial crisis. Kumar had taken a loan for farming but
due to the crop damage, the burden of debt had increased fur-
ther. Due to this, he was facing difficulties in taking care of
his family.  His family had requested the Chief Minister for
help. Saini promised assistance to the farmer and the farmer’s
daughter Swati reached the Chief Minister's residence and
received a cheque of Rs 1 lakh.
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Shimla: Deputy Chief Minister Mukesh Agnihotri while chair-
ing a meeting of the Board of Directors of Himachal Road
Transport Corporation (HRTC) on Friday, held a detailed dis-
cussion on reducing the expenditure and increasing the rev-
enue of the corporation. He said that a decision has been taken
in the meeting to increase the honorarium of the Daily wagers
from Rs. 375 to Rs. 400 adding that the process of appoint-
ing 357 conductors has also been completed and soon they
will be providing their services.  He  stated that HRTC was
going to complete 50 years of its existence and it was a mat-
ter of pride that the corporation's buses were providing ser-
vices to 70 lakh people in the state. Agnihotri announced that
soon the HRTC will purchase 297 electric vehicles. The ten-
ders will be floated soon besides 24 old Volvo buses will be
replaced with the new ones. The discount scheme on bus fares
will continue as before. He said that 100 tempo travelers would
be purchased and introduced on the specific routes to ensure
a comfortable journey to the commuters.  Besides 250 diesel
buses will be purchased in the near future, he remarked.
Managing Director of HRTC, Rohan Chand Thakur assured
that the corporation's functioning will be improved and bet-
ter services would be provided.
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I, No.4486860F Rank: Hav. 

Name: Sandeep Singh, Unit: 15 

Sikh LI C/o 99 APO, resident of 

Village Lakho Majra, Tehsil 

Rajpura, Dist. Patiala (Punjab) 

have changed Date of Birth of my 

daughter Anmolpreet Kaur from 12-

04-2010 to 12-10-2009 vide 

affidavit dated 19-07-2024 before 

Notary Public, Patiala. 

I, Karamvir Singh Sidhu s/o 

Surinder Singh r/o H.No. 2092/5, 

Lehal Colony, Patiala have 

changed my name to Karamvir 

Singh. 

I, Rulai SK, Father of Asrof SK 

Resident of Village Kharera Post 

Office Kharera P.S Salar Tehsil 

Kandi Distt Murshidabad State 

West Bengal-742401 have change 

my name from Rulay SK to Rulai 

SK Vide Affidavit Dated 19 July 

2024 before at Notary Ferozepur. 

I Priya daughter of Ashok 

Sharma Resident of Old Post Office 

Ward No. 24 Ferozepur City Have 

changed my name to Priya 

Sharma.  

I Gaganpreet Kaur Dhillon 

daughter of Manjeet Singh wife of 

Karamdeep Singh Khosa Resident 

of Vpo Rupana Tehsil & District Sri 

Muktsar Sahib Punjab 152032 India 

have Changed my name to 

Gaganpreet Kaur Khosa. 

I Sarbjeet Kour Wife of 

Bhupinder Singh Resident of 

Guruharsahai Tehsil Guruharsahai 

District Ferozepur have Changed 

my name to Sarbjeet Kaur. 

I Sat Pal Son of Kashmiri Lal 

Resident of House No. 54 Out Side 

Amritsari Gate Block - A Jai Maa 

Lakshmi Enclave Ferozepur City 

Have changed my name to Satpal. 

I Payal Batra w/o Sh. Vikrant 

Batra R/o H.No. 1439/17 Jat 

Gazette, Jhajjar Road Rohtak 

declare That I  have changed my 

name from Neetu Rani to Payal 

Batra In future I will be called by the 

name of Payal Batra for all 

purposes. 

I, Swatanter Kumari D/o 

Anant Ram, W/o Suhash Bakshi, 

R/o House No 2347, Pushpac First 

Society, Sector 48-C, Chandigarh 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Swatanter Kumari to 

Swatanter Bakshi. 

I, Kawaljit Kaur W/O Kamaljit 

Singh. R/O Pahra.Tehsil/Distt 

Gurdaspur, Punjab-143521. Have 

Changed My Name From Kawaljit 

Kaur To Kawaljeet Kaur. 

I Ravinderjit S/O Lekh Raj 

R/O H.No.15479, St.No.13, 

Parbhat Nagar Ludhiana Have 

Changed My Name To Ravinder Jit. 

I Rashpal Singh Sandhu S/O 

Dalip Singh R/O Village Karmu 

Wala District Ferozepur Have 

Changed My Name To Rashpal 

Singh. 

I Manjit Kaur W/O Amar Singh 

R/O Village Daudhar Sharki District 

Moga 142053 (Punjab) Have 

Changed My Name To Manjeet 

Kaur. 

I Joginder Singh S/O Joga 

Singh Basra R/O Mehli, District 

SBS Nagar Have Changed My 

Name From Joginder Singh To 

Joginder Singh Basra. 

I Akash S/O Satish Kumar 

R/O 129, Ward No.18, Lamian 

Mohalla, Sarafan Bazar, Phagwara, 

District Kapurthala Have Changed 

My Name From Akash To Akash 

Bhanot. 

I Hardip Singh S/O Joginder 

Singh R/O Vill. Bhadiaran, P.O. 

Datarpur District Hoshiarpur Punjab 

Have Changed My Name From 

Hardeep Singh To Hardip Singh. 

I, No JC-730247H Sub 

Satyanand Shukla of Unit 2ASD 

(18 FAD) C/O 56 APO, have 

changed my daughter Nidhi Shukla 

DOB from 11 July 1999 to 11 July 

1998 Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB37168467778549W dated 19 

July 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Vijaylaxmi Shukla spouse 

of No JC-730247H Sub Satyanand 

Shukla of Unit 2ASD (18 FAD) C/O 

56 APO, have changed my name 

from Vijay Lakshmi Shukla to 

Vijaylaxmi Shukla Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB37167372009894W dated 

19 July 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, No.17014525N Hav 

Mallarapu Rajesh resident of 

Village- Kanchili, Post- Kanchili, 

Tehsil- Kanchili, District- 

Srikakulam, State- Andhra 

Pradesh, Pin-532290, have 

changed my Mother Mallarapu 

Kamala DOB from 15 Aug 1970 to 

01 Jan 1972 Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB36023167552479W dated 16 

July 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

We, Om Parkash S/o Sh. 

Ramdiya and Kamlesh Devi W/o 

Om Parkash R/o H.No. 636/6 Patel 

Nagar Patiyala Chowk Jind Teh. & 

Distt. Jind (Hr.) declare that our 

daughter is out of our control. So, 

we disown her from our movable 

and immovable properties. 

Anybody dealing with her will do so 

at their own risk, We are not 

responsible. 

I, Aditya S/o Sh. Kuldeep 

Singh R/o VPO Dighal, Tehsil- The 

Beri, District Jhajjar Haryana have 

changed my name from Aditya to 

Naveen  

I, Bhaavna  Bajaj W/o Sh. 

Rahul Popli, Permanent Address- 

H.No-441 Sector 15 Panchkula and 

Presently Residing at 36 Oakwood 

Avenue Purley CR81AQ U.K. 

Declare That I have changed my 

name from Bhaavna Bajaj to 

Bhaavna Popli. 

I, Joginder Pal S/o Shri Roop 

Lal R/o VPO,Nangal Bhor,Tehsil & 

Distt ,Pathankot (Punjab) declare 

that my daughter actual and correct 

name is Diksha and in my daughter 

all documents i.e. Birth 

Certificate,Aadhar Card etc. my 

daughter name is written as 

Diksha.My daughter is studying in 

Kendriya Vidyalaya School, Nangal 

Bhor Pathankot,my daughter school 

record my daughter name written 

has been incorrect Deeksha.Diksha 

and Deeksha are name of one and 

the same person i.e. my 

daughter.My daughter name change 

from Deeksha to Diksha. 

I, Gaurav Arora S/o Sh. 

Raman Kumar R/o H.No-1197, 

Sector 18-C Chandigarh Declare 

that in my Matriculation DMC my 

Name Wrongly Written as Gaurav 

Kumar Arora As per my Aadhar Card 

etc my Correct Name is Gaurav 

Arora. 

I, Mahiq Deep Singh is Son of 

Army No- 15339290K Rank-Hav 

Name-Sukhdev Singh Presently 

Serving in Unit: 57 Engr Regt C/o 56 

APO K-Area Zirakpur Permanent 

Address: 00, Vill-Naranwali, 

Bishankot, Gurdaspur, Punjab-

143512 Declare that I have changed 

My Name from Mahiq Deep Singh to 

Mehakdeep Singh.Vide Affidavit 

No:54AA 510440,Dated-19/07/24 

I, Raman Kumar S/o Sh. Brij 

Lal R/o H.No-1197, Sector 18-C 

Chandigarh Declare that In my Son's 

Matriculation DMC my Name 

Wrongly Written as Raman Kumar 

Arora As Per my Adhar/ Pan Card 

my Correct Name Mentioned as 

Raman Kumar. 

I, Satvinder Kaur D/o Satnam 

Singh W/o Gurpreet Singh R/o 

Smadhi Road Mohalla Jattan Wala 

Zira (Ferozepur) Pb, India, (142047) 

have changed my name as 

Simranjeet Kaur. 

I, Mohni W/o Mastan Singh R/o 

B-22, MCH-357, Street No. 20, Moh. 

Tibba Sahib Hoshiarpur have 

changed my name to Mohani Saini. 

I, Taranpreet Kaur D/O Sukhjit 

Singh Gill R/O Kothi No. 1130, Tdi 

Airport Road,  Sector 117, Kharar  

Mohali Have Changed My Name To 

Taranpreet Kaur Gill. 

I Pooja Garg D/o Ashok Kumar 

W/o Mayank Bansal R/o Wadhwar 

Colony, Giddarbaha Distt. Sri 

Muktsar Sahib-152101 have 

changed My Name to Pooja Bansal. 

I Hans Bali S/o Ramzan 

Mohammed Vill Alam Wala Kalan  

Tehsil Baghapurana District Moga 

have changed my name Hans Ali. 

I Malkiat Singh S/O Sundar 

Singh  R/O Vill. Bhotna  Teh. 

Tapa(Barnala) have changed my 

name Malkit Singh. 

I, Rajpal Gill S/o Gurdeep 

Singh R/o VPO. Jhurar Tehsil Malout 

Distt. Sri Muktsar Sahib I have 

changed name Rajpal. 

I, Manjit Singh Sandhu S/o 

Surjit Singh R/o Vpo. Chhapian Wali 

Tehsil Malout Distt. Sri Muktsar 

Sahib have changed name Manjit 

Singh. 

I, Eknoor Singh Jhand S/o 

Bikram Singh R/o Vpo. Karam Patti 

Tehsil Malout Distt. Sri Muktsar 

Sahib have changed name Eknoor 

Singh. 

I, Raj W/o Sarwan Dass R/o 

Vill: Fathepur Teh-Balachaur (SBS 

Nagar) Pb, India, have changed my 

name Raj to Raj Kaur. 

I, Jasbir Kaur W/O Santokh 

Singh R/O # 200,Village Ranbirpura, 

Tehsil & District Patiala Have 

Changed My Name From Jaswinder 

Kaur To Jasbir Kaur After My 

Marriage.  

I, Kuldeep Kaur W/o Charanjit 

Singh R/o Vill: Boparai Khurd 

(Ludhiana) have changed my minor 

son Gurpreet Singh to Harpreet 

Singh. 

I, Simranjit Kaur W/o Atamjit 

Singh R/o Vill: Ucha Bet Po. 

Saiflanbad (Kapurthala) have 

changed my name from Simranjit 

Kaur to Simarjit Kaur. 

I, Kulwindr Kaur W/o Sarabjit 

Singh R/o Village Malak Nangal Po 

Udho Nangal Tehsil Baba Bakala 

Distt Amritsar have changed my 

name from Kulwindr Kaur to 

Kulwinder Kaur. 

I, Harpreet Singh Hans Son of 

Karnail Singh Resident of Street No. 

03 Bagh Phul Chand Ferozepur City 

Have changed my name to Harpreet 

Singh. 

I Sarabjit Kaur Hans wife of 

Harpreet Singh resident of Street 

No. 03 Bagh Phul Chand Ferozepur 

City Have changed my name to 

Sarabjit Kaur 

I Gagandeep Kaur Hans 

Daughter of Harpreet Singh resident 

of Street No. 03 Bagh Phul Chand 

Ferozepur City Have changed my 

name to Gagandeep Kaur. 

I Manmeet Kaur Gharu D/o 

Parmjit Singh Gharu R/o Church 

Street, Old Cantt Road, Faridkot, 

Faridkot Punjab - 151203, have 

changed my name to Manmeet kaur 

I Jugtashver Singh S/O 

Manmohan Singh R/O H.No.11, 

Ram Bagh Colony, Patiala Have 

Changed My Name To Jagteshwar 

Singh. 

I Seema W/o Sanjiv Vohra R/o 

Old 65, NEW 21 E Partap Nagar, 

Street No. 4/1, Near Railway Cantt 

Station, Patiala have changed my 

name to Seema Passi. 

I Shruti Chopra D/o Davinder 

Kumar and W/o Vinay Arora R/o 

FRB-302, Faculty Residence, 

Thapar University, Patiala Punjab 

147001 has changed my name to 

Shruti Arora vide Affidavit No.IN-

PB37364596667903W Dated 19 

July 2024, before the Executive 

Magistrate, Patiala. 

I, Sukhwinder Singh S/o 

Boota Singh R/o Vill: Hathur 

(Ludhiana) have changed my name 

to Sukhwinder Singh Sidhu.  

I, Jasvir Kaur W/o Sukhwinder 

Singh Sidhu R/o Vill: Hathur 

(Ludhiana) have changed my name 

to Jasvir Kaur Sidhu. 

I Amarjeet Singh S/o 

Gamdoor Singh R/o Village Burj 

Jawahar Singh Wala,Teh. Jaitu 

(Faridkot) have Changed my name 

to Amarjit Singh. 

I, Pooja W/o Mukesh Kumar 

R/o W.No. 5 Old Post Office Tanda 

(Hoshiarpur) Pb, have changed my 

name to Pooja Rani. 

I, Paramjit Kaur alias Paramjit 

Kour W/o Jaspal Singh Aulakh R/o 

Kothi No. 163-D Star City Colony 

Malout (Sri Muktsar Sahib) declare 

that both name are one and the 

same person.

Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME

Bank of Baroda Extends Support to Late DYESA 

Officer's Family with Rs. 40 Lakhs Accidental Claim 

Amritsar: In a heartwarming gesture of support, the Bank of 

Baroda Regional Office in Amritsar has handed over a cheque 

amounting to Rs. 40 lakhs as a personal accidental claim to Smt. 

Sunita, wife of Lt. Sh. Sandeep Kumar, a DYESA (Dy. 

Economic & Statistical Advisor) in Amritsar DC Office. The 

claim, covered under the Baroda Govt. Employee Salary 

Package, was presented by Sh. Ghanshyam Thori, Deputy 

Commissioner of Amritsar, and Sh. Vinod Kumar, Deputy 

Regional Head of Bank of Baroda. The unfortunate incident 

occurred when Lt. Sh. Sandeep Kumar tragically lost his life in 

a road accident. The timely and compassionate response of Bank 

of Baroda in processing the claim has provided crucial financial 

support to his bereaved family during this difficult time. 

Plantation of trees by Zonal Office Chandigarh 

on 19th July, 2024 to commemorate the 

Foundation Day of the Bank 

On the occasion of the 117th Foundation Day of the Bank,  fruit-

bearing saplings were planted by General Manager and Zonal 

Head Mr. Nishant Kumar in Government Senior Secondary 

School, Sarangpur, Chandigarh under the campaign Bob Earth 

launched by the Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer 

of the Bank. On this occasion, Deputy General Manager Mr. 

Rajesh Kumar Sharma, Deputy General Manager Mr. Rajey 

Bhaskar and Assistant General Manager Mr. Baljeet Singh and 

Deputy General Manager and Regional Head, Chandigarh Mr. 

Mukhtiar Singh also planted saplings. On this occasion, staff 

members of the Zone, Regional Office Chandigarh and teachers 

and students of the school were also present. 

Bank of Baroda Celebrates 117th Foundation 

Day with Tree Plantation Drive 

Jalandhar: Bank of Baroda is celebrating its 117th Foundation 

Day on 20th July 2024 with great pomp and various social 

programs are also being organized on this occasion. First of all, 

a day before the foundation day, on 19.07.2024, Bank of Baroda 

Regional Office Jalandhar planted trees in Ryan International 

School, Nakodar Road. A total of 117 saplings were planted on 

this occasion. Regional Head Mr. Dev Raj Bansal, while 

addressing the staff members, said that trees are life-giving for 

us and we all must plant trees. On this occasion, Principal of 

Ryan International School Ms. Pooja Puri, Deputy Regional 

Head Mr. Rajesh, Mr. Sachin Amrit, Chief Manager, Mr. Piyush 

Gupta, Chief Manager, Mr. Ramu Tiwari, Senior Manager, 

Branch Managers from Jalandhar Urban Branches, Mr. Ritesh 

Dogra, Mr. Digvijay Negi, Mr. Prateek Sharma, Mr. Nitin Kondal 

and officers of the regional office were present. 

 

PizzaExpress Opens Its 30th Outpost in Mohali 

Chandigarh: For the pizza aficionados, PizzaExpress outlet was 

launched on Friday at CP 67, Sector 67, Mohali. It showcases its 

brand-new menu featuring artfully crafted cocktails, mocktails, 

sangrias, and a wine portfolio complemented by all-new bar bites 

offerings. Gourmet Investments Private Limited, the food and 

beverage vertical of Bharti Family Office, has brought the 

international franchise to India. PizzaExpress now operates 30 

restaurants across nine key cities in India. Ramit Bharti Mittal, 

Chairman and Director of Gourmet Investments, said, “Our 

vision is to redefine the dining experience in India and bring the 

best-in-class global brands to the country.GIPL is committed to 

building on the partnership with PizzaExpress Global.” Krunal 

Chahwala, Brand CEO of PizzaExpress, said, “We are excited 

to add to the colorful tapestry of the pizza industry in India by 

bringing authentic Britalian flair and innovative offerings. The 

launch of our Mohali Pizzeria-Café is close to our hearts as it 

brings something unique like Calzones from Naples, Leggera for 

the health-conscious audience, and of course, our iconic 

rectangular pizzas, Calabrese, to Punjab." 

 

Corrigendum 

Please refer to the news item  “Punjab Vigilance Bureau nabs 

SBI Assistant Manager taking Rs 10000/- bribe”, published on 

July 17, 2024. This was entirely  based on a press statement 

issued by Punjab Vigilance Bureau. However, according to a 

statement issued by the Assistant General Manager, State Bank 

of India, Marketing, Communication and CSR Deptt. LHO, 

Chandigarh, this News contains incorrect information as the 

person about whom the news is not an employee of State Bank 

of India. He is an employee of  SBI General Insurance and the 

incident took place outside the Branch premises.  "This 

erroneous publication has misinformed the public and damaged 

the reputation of our institution," the statement added.  

 

Central Bank of India 

Central Bank of India is organizing a property expo on 21st 

July 2024 at Suvidha Hotel, Una, Himachal Pradesh from 11 

am onwards. Mr. Mukesh Chaudhary Regional Head, Shimla 

of the Bank,informed that in the said event, an exhibition of the 

properties in physical possession with the bank is being 

organized in which interested persons are cordially invited.

USP
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In my weekly routine of
phone and computer
upkeep, there is a ritual

that I detest – clearing my
inbox. My mailbox is inun-
dated with dozens of noti-
fications and newsletters
from sites that I have sub-
scribed to. I don’t under-
stand the logic of getting so
many letters delivered to me
when I don’t find time to
open more than half of
them. 
Yet I desist from unsub-
scribing to them because all
the emails carry loads of
matter and meaning, gal-
lons of insight and informa-
tion, and heaps of dispens-
able literature. In my over-
enthusiasm to stay up to
speed with the times, I
invite an excess of knowl-
edge which eventually gets
junked because my mind
and memory are not com-
mensurate with the incom-
ing barrage.
With barrels of scattered
information already laid to
waste in the brain and fresh
bulks languishing in the
inbox, I have begun to see
the futility of hoarding
them. The writer and
columnist in me is forever
greedy to add fresh knowl-

edge in the hope of widen-
ing my horizons, but I am
now beginning to burst at
the seams with an overload.
There is a lot out there to
absorb into the intellect,
and the attic is smarting,
unable to withstand the
pressure. All that finds a
parking space on the inter-
net is meant to grab atten-
tion and impact the reader,
and how easily we have
fallen prey to the entice-
ments of the information
age! We are now in an end-
less cycle of grazing and
chewing anything that we
see on our screens. 
Our decision-making is
based on external influ-
ences rather than on our
convictions.  Midway
through research, we devi-
ate and branch out to some-
thing unrelated, and then

we are all over the place,
ferreting about, lost and
unsure of what we had
wanted in the first place.
And oh, how does one deal
with the digital amnesia
that follows all the binge-
reading of fluffy, oversim-
plified material created with
the only intention of grab-
bing eyeballs and garnering
views? 
We don’t read anymore; we
skim through shorts.
American journalist and
writer Nicholas Carr, in his
best-seller, The Shallows:
What the Internet Is Doing
to Our Brains highlights
how the internet is chang-
ing us superficially. 
He writes that browsing
through huge quantities of
information often results in
shallow processing, pre-
venting us from deeply

understanding the
subject.It’s time to know
what I need and what I
don’t as a professional
writer,  compassionate
human and rational thinker.
I need to bring focus and
mindfulness into my read-
ing and information-gath-
ering exercises so that I
don’t bombard my senses
with junk. 
Why do I need all the facts,
figures and findings that
exist on the information
highway? I must learn to
curate and consume stories
that strictly contribute to
my growth. Trying to catch
up with every incident,
comment and development
around the world in the fear
and guilt of missing out is
overkill. 
Not all that I find there is
nourishment to my mind
and soul; neither will they
enhance my life experience
on the whole. If only I can
be discreet and prudent
enough henceforth, I will
perhaps be saved before I
become a rubbish dump of
useless narratives.

(The author is a 
columnist and author

based in Dubai; 
views are personal)
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ment in the unorganized sector, a grad-
uate often develops a distaste for it,
potentially becoming a highly frustrat-
ed and alienated individual.A possible
solution would be to limit college
enrollment and instead open thou-
sands of new polytechnics, where
humanities courses are mandatory in
every semester.
Without such measures, the frustrations
of unemployed youths may lead to
severe consequences for both individ-
uals and the nation. To avoid wide-
spread frustration and potential social
issues, the government should limit col-
lege enrollment and establish more
polytechnics with mandatory humani-
ties courses.

Devesh Vijay| Delhi

���������	�
�������
Madam — CPR – or Cardiopulmonary
Resuscitation – is an emergency lifesav-
ing procedure performed when the
heart stops beating. 
Immediate CPR can double or triple
chances of survival after cardiac arrest.

No one dies of cardiac arrest if attend-
ed in a timely manner. 
A video of the incident was shared on
social media platform X and quickly
went viral, garnering millions of views
and countless praises from netizens. The
doctor's actions were hailed as a testa-
ment to the importance of quick
response and lifesaving skills in emer-
gency situations. According to reports,
the man collapsed on the floor, prompt-
ing the doctor to spring into action and
begin administering CPR. 
With passersby watching in amazement,
the doctor asked others to call for emer-
gency services at the airport. Her efforts
paid off, as the man began to show signs
of revival. The timely medical assistance
is a dear life. This was  how Ewan
Chatfield, who almost felt dead, was
resuscitated after being hit by a crick-
et ball in New Zealand a long time ago.
Everyone must be trained to give CPR. 

Jayanthy Subramaniam | Mumbai


�������������������������
Madam — It is shocking and heart-
breaking to learn about yet another
"heart-attack" train accident in India.
This latest incident occurred in Uttar
Pradesh on 18 July 2024. This time, the
Dibrugarh Express, traveling from
Chandigarh to Dibrugarh, derailed
near Jhilaahi Railway Station in Gonda,
Uttar Pradesh. The derailment of 10 to
12 coaches underscores the severity of
this tragic accident. The immediate
assistance provided by villagers is a
noble and commendable act.
It is high time for the relevant Indian
railway experts to convene and brain-
storm foolproof solutions to prevent
accidents such as train collisions, derail-
ments, fires, rail-track crossings, signal-
ing errors, and trains running late,
which jeopardize the safety of passen-
gers and other trains. These measures
are crucial to saving lives, properties,
and assets. We suggest implementing an
additional charge of Re.1 on every
train ticket as accident insurance. This
small fee could significantly aid com-
muters from poor and middle-class fam-
ilies in the event of an accident, provid-
ing financial support if the family's
breadwinner is lost. Additionally, it
would contribute to government rev-
enue. 
We hope the relevant administrators and
the army will promptly provide the nec-
essary assistance, including medical
care, financial support, hospitality, and
alternative arrangements for the stay
and expenses of those accompanying the
hospitalized victims.
PV Srinivas Sreelekha| JSecundrabad

�����������������������
Madam — The government has planned
to double higher education intake by
2030. This initiative, however, might do
more harm than good given that the
Indian organized sector currently lacks
the capacity to absorb such a large influx
of job seekers.While a less educated per-
son can adapt more easily to employ-
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the web of NPAs, etc., both
before and after independence.
Additionally, it critically dis-
cusses the echoes of bank pri-
vatization, the economics of
agricultural loan waivers,
demonetization, the Jan Dhan
scheme, the autonomy of the
Reserve Bank, the increasing
popularity and risks of digital
banking, etc.
After independence, both pri-
vate and public banks existed
in the country, but numerous
scams and failures occurred
within them. Nonetheless,
public banks remained a key
driver of economic growth and
business expansion. Private
banks generally did not even
open accounts for ordinary
people. The nationalization
of banks in July 1969 led to
increased access to banks for
the general public. During
this period, many banks
merged, which led to some
positive outcomes. However,
gradually, corruption, bribery,
and political interference in
public banks led to the
issuance of huge loans to gen-
uine and fake companies,
many of which went unrecov-
erable or partially recover-
able. This resulted in massive
losses for both public and pri-
vate banks.
In the early 1990s, liberaliza-
tion policies were adopted, and
shortly after, private banks
like HDFC, ICICI Bank, Yes
Bank, etc., became popular due
to their use of modern technol-
ogy (credit operations, debit

operations, fast clearing of
checks, insurance, mutual fund
opening, etc.). The new prod-
ucts, schemes, and modern
technology of private banks
posed stiff competition to
public banks. This forced pub-
lic and other private banks to
adopt new products, schemes,
and modern technology. As a
result, some improvement in
the condition of public and
private banks was recorded,
but the wave of liberalization
also saw a continuation of
scams, bribery, corruption,
and political interference. 
Events like the Harshad Mehta,
and Ketan Parekh scams, and
the sinking of banks like
Global Trust occurred during
this period. In the first term of
the Modi government, a major
crisis arose due to scams in
PNB Bank, PMC Bank and
other cooperative banks, Yes
Bank, and the flight of mega-
fraudsters to foreign countries.
The burden of NPAs of banks
reached record levels. In this
context, the commendable ini-
tiative of merging smaller
banks with large public banks
to reduce their number was
taken. Meanwhile, India's trade
continued to grow rapidly,
maintaining liquidity in banks.
The Reserve Bank's supervi-
sion was made more robust.
Demonetization, the Jan Dhan
scheme, housing schemes, and
significant boosts were given
to Atmanirbhar Bharat, man-
ufacturing, and other sectors.
In the meantime, the COVID-

19 pandemic struck, giving a
severe blow to the economy.
However, within a few months,
the Modi government made
concrete efforts to regain con-
trol over the economic front.
During the pandemic, transac-
tions via digital banking
increased significantly, break-
ing all records worldwide. 
UPI is making its mark not
only in India but also
abroad.Despite this, the health
of banks cannot be considered
worry-free. Sporadic bank
scams are still occurring, dig-
ital banking frauds are on the
rise, and the network of cyber
criminals in banking is con-
stantly expanding. This is
causing serious damage not
only to banks but also to
account holders. A foolproof
control over this issue has not
yet been established. Shri Pal
Jain correctly stated in the con-
clusion of his book, "Currently,
most banks are moving
towards profits. The Modi
government has turned prob-
lems and challenges into
opportunities, in which the key
contribution of the Reserve
Bank's supervision can be
seen." However, until corrup-
tion,  lending  based on fake
documents, and infiltration
of cybercriminals into banking
are stopped, the dream of
bank strengthening and fool-
proof security will remain
half-fulfilled. 

(The writer is a senior jour-
nalist and author of two

books; views are personal)

The re-election of the
Narendra Modi gov-
ernment at the centre
has raised hopes for
concrete steps to be

taken towards making the bank-
ing sector more transparent and
efficient. In recent years, Indian
banks have faced more ups and
downs than perhaps any other
country's banks. Indian banks
have been plagued by numerous
scams, loan defaults, frauds,
increasing non-performing assets
(NPAs), and wrong policies of
loan waivers, leading to their sink-
ing or facing huge losses. While
previous central governments
took some steps to address these
issues, their half-hearted imple-
mentation did not yield the
desired results.Fortunately, the
Modi government took swift
action to address the irregulari-
ties in the banking sector, leading
to a gradual improvement in the
banks' condition. 
Many banks are not only recov-
ering from losses and moving
towards profits but also bringing
scams under control. Many fraud-
sters' assets have been seized to
recover loans, banks have been
recapitalized, and the burden of
NPAs has been significantly
reduced. Isn't it a positive situa-
tion that NPAs, which were
12.47% between 2013 and 2017,
have gradually reduced to 3.2% in
September 2023, even though the
government's recapitalization of
banks played a crucial role in this
reduction? The question now is
whether this current state of
improvement in banks will con-
tinue in the future or will the
adage "The fool returns home"
prove true.Indian banks are wit-
nesses to the fact that they have
been sinking or suffering huge
losses both before and after inde-
pendence. 
This turbulent state compels us to
ponder that until the reform
process continues for a long time,
a permanent solution to the
problem is not possible. A recent
publication by senior writer Shri
Pal Jain, "Bharatiya Bankon Ka
Badalta Chehra" (The Changing
Face of Indian Banks), analyzes
these various aspects in detail. It
provides a detailed account of
scams, mega-fraudsters, fraudu-
lent tricks, cybercrime in bank-
ing, the rise and fall of Yes Bank,
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Arestaurant, a place to
tantalize one’s taste buds
and enjoy conversations

with friends and family, is the
picture that comes to mind, yet
no one can imagine that these
restaurants can also be a place
to conserve a huge amount of
water and inculcate water con-
scious behaviour. Water often
plays a supporting role, unno-
ticed yet indispensable. Water
is needed for everything from
kitchen operations to guest ser-
vices. The world is increasing-
ly becoming conscious of envi-
ronmental sustainability, and
the restaurant sector is one of
the main ones where water
conservation practices could
result in huge water savings.
We are witnesses to the recent
water stress situation in
Bangalore city, where resi-
dents had to face a severe water

crisis, and there is almost a
perpetual shortage of around
500 million litres every day.
Limited water sources, a
depleting groundwater table,
and erratic monsoon patterns
have all conspired to bring
Bangalore to this crisis.
Demand-side water manage-
ment strategies are needed to
salvage the situation and bal-
ance the disproportion of
water demand and supply
gaps. 
This common urban water
stress scenario calls for every
demand sector, including the
hospitality sector, to shoulder
the responsibility of water
conservation.Mission Life,
launched by the Hon’ble Prime
Minister of India, Shri
Narendra Modi, called for
lifestyle-related changes for
environmental conservation.

Mission LiFE puts an individ-
ual and collective duty on
everyone to live a life that is in
tune with Earth and does not
harm it. 
As part of this mission, a
global call for ideas and papers
(GCIP) was launched, and
the best 5 entries were award-
ed to pilot test their ideas. One
of the award-winning ideas led
by Dr. Sonia Grover focused
on - Promoting water conser-
vation in restaurants through
the ‘Blue Star Rating’ system. 
The team pilot tested this idea
in a few restaurants in Delhi
that were selected on a random
basis in the North Delhi and
the New Delhi Municipal
Corporation (NDMC) areas of
Delhi. Restaurants were in
different categories, including
fine dining, casual dining, and
state canteens. The two main

tasks of this project included
developing a star rating system
to grade and score the restau-
rants based on the water-sav-
ing interventions adopted by
the restaurants.  
These included both technical
and behaviour change-related
interventions. This rating
framework is called the ‘Blue
Star Rating’. This was devel-
oped because ratings serve as
a powerful tool for quantifying
and monitoring interventions
toward water-saving practices. 
This includes behaviour
change by providing feedback,
promoting awareness, foster-
ing healthy competition,
incentivizing action, leveraging
social influence, and inform-
ing policy decisions, all of
which ultimately lead to huge
water savings and a ripple
effect.The second important

task was to visit the restaurants
to identify water-saving poten-
tial through simple interven-
tions such as low-flow aerators,
which facilitate reducing the
flow rate of water from faucets.
They achieve this by mixing air
into the water stream, which
maintains the pressure while
using less water. 
This results in decreased water
consumption without com-
promising the functionality
of the faucet. It’s one of the

most cost-effective solutions to
save water in both commercial
and residential settings. For
handwashing taps, it was
observed that flow rates at
some restaurants were as high
as 15 litres per minute. By
installing these aerators, the
flow rates were reduced on
average by a range of 30-60%,
which is a significant saving. In
addition, for some taps, the
flow was regulated by adjust-
ing the pressure valves to opti-
mize the flow. Also, visible
leakages were fixed to save the
water. With just these few
interventions, around 5000
litres per day of water were
saved in just less than 50
restaurants. Delhi has around
1,00,000 eateries, both orga-
nized and unorganized. 
If all of these restaurants strive
towards water conservation

with such simple solutions, the
amount of water saved can
help us tide over the water
stress situation to a significant
level. If a Blue Star Rating is
placed in the system, restau-
rants can be encouraged to
take more water-saving inter-
ventions that are feasible and
economically beneficial for
them. Together, this sector
can elevate water conservation,
which also makes business.
For restaurants, adopting
water-saving practices not only
helps to mitigate environmen-
tal impact but also  reduces
operational costs. Water sav-
ings easily translate into mon-
etary benefits accrued due to
reduced utility bills. Simple yet
effective measures like low-
flow faucets and repairing
leaks promptly are small
adjustments that yield signif-

icant savings over time. In
addition, sensitizing staff
ensures the sustainability of the
interventions undertaken. By
championing sustainability
through various interventions,
restaurants can inspire con-
sumers to consider the envi-
ronmental implications of their
choices. Restaurants can also
be a platform for learning by
engaging diners through infor-
mation, education, and com-
munication (IEC) collateral
to raise awareness about the
restaurant's water-saving initia-
tives, which can foster a sense
of community around sus-
tainability. 
(Dr Sonia Grover is Senior
Consultant and Nathaniel
Bhakupar Dkhar is senior
research scientist at Mu
Gamma Consultants,
Gurugram; views are personal)
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cy. It essentially allows responsible
voluntary decision-making based
on correct knowledge, the right atti-
tude, and access to quality services,
which together promote the welfare
of the family unit and contribute to
the social development of the coun-
try.Contraception prevents unwant-
ed pregnancies and many more
unwanted situations that follow. 
For married couples, it allows them
to time their pregnancies and help
determine the number of children
in the family. It also helps in tim-
ing the births, particularly the first
and last, about the age of the
mother, which is particularly
important because teenage preg-
nancies and pregnancies at a mater-
nal age of 35 years or more carry
their risks. Each of these aspects is
very important for the welfare of all
family members. So, family plan-
ning has to emerge from whispers
in private quarters to a basic human
right and an important aspect of
family health and social
welfare.Contraceptives are prima-
ry prevention for pregnancy and
primordial prevention for high-risk
pregnancies. 
These high-risk pregnancies, if not
detected in time and managed
properly, can lead to serious com-
plications and even deaths. At the
individual level, the morbidity and
mortality of the mother and new-
born associated with an unplanned
pregnancy can be avoided. If all
couples had access to family plan-
ning services, it would help reduce
maternal deaths by 25% and infant
deaths by 20%. 
Apart from deaths, the diseases
associated with HRPs (20-30%) are
also prevented. High-risk preg-
nancies are those pregnancies
where the mother/baby has an
increased risk of adverse outcomes.
This could be due to anaemia, high
BP, or high sugar levels during preg-
nancy. Pregnant women with obe-
sity, twin or breech pregnancy,

history of preterm labour, or cesare-
an section are also HRPs. 
This is particularly true for teenage
and elderly pregnancies because
they have a higher share of morbid-
ity. Moreover, pregnancies beyond
the age of 35 have a high risk of con-
genital anomalies. So, preventing
these births improves the quality of
the population and reduces the bur-
den on parents in particular and
society in general. It also reduces
early and late fetal deaths.
Women's health also benefitted
from the improvement of nutrition-
al status and the reduction of com-
plications by addressing modifiable
risk factors before the next concep-
tion, like weight reduction, manage-
ment of medical illnesses, and
allowing a reasonable gap of at least
3 years between two deliveries.
Proper use of contraceptive meth-
ods would also reduce the need for
abortions and thus decrease abor-
tion-related complications like sep-
tic abortions and even death. 
This issue is most sensitive for
unmarried girls who are forced to
seek abortion services at unrecog-
nized centres and are unable to seek
normal pregnancy care. This also
calls for greater awareness about
emergency contraceptive pills.Good
health of the infant and siblings,
proper care, nutrition, and reduced
vulnerability to diseases are all
seen in families with a limited num-
ber of children. Hence, contracep-
tives play an important role in the
overall well-being of the
family.Thus, the importance of
contraception for the health of
women and children is clear and
government facilities, NGOs, and
private providers are all working to
offer and improve family planning
services. 
The availability of better client-
friendly methods, from daily pills
to once-a-week pills, lactational
pills, self-administered three-
monthly injections, devices work-

ing for 10 years, along good follow-
up facilities, have made modern
women’s lives easier.What remains
is to connect the dots so that max-
imum benefits can be reaped from
the services. What also needs to be
worked upon is the change in atti-
tude of not only the clients but also
the caregivers. The clients need to
work upon the hesitation in access-
ing these services and the caregivers
need to refrain from underscoring
the importance of family planning
services. Let us all reflect on our
roles as stakeholders in this solvable
problem which is so important for
our health and progress.In conclu-
sion, the discourse on contraception
and maternal health underscores
the critical need to prioritize repro-
ductive rights and access to family
planning services. 
As we bridge the gap between rights
and reality, it is imperative to fos-
ter an environment where informed
choices and comprehensive educa-
tion empower individuals and cou-
ples. 
Collaborative efforts among gov-
ernment bodies, NGOs, healthcare
providers, and the community are
essential to ensure that family plan-
ning services are accessible, accept-
able, and utilized effectively. 
By doing so, we not only enhance
maternal and child health but also
reduce the risk to women arising
from unplanned pregnancies, high-
risk pregnancies, and abortion-
related complications which are
entirely preventable. So, let us all
contribute to the broader socio-eco-
nomic development of our nation.
The journey towards a healthier,
more informed society begins with
each of us advocating for and
embracing the significance of con-
traception in our collective well-
being.

(The writer is Assistant Professor,
Department of Community

Medicine in MLB Medical College
Jhansi UP. Views are personal)

World Population Awareness
Fortnight, starting from
July 11th, brings attention
to the fact that India is the
most populous country in

the world, having surpassed China last year.
According to UN projections, India’s pop-
ulation is expected to peak at 1.7 billion in
2064, beyond which it will decline. Out of
4 births each second across the world, one
birth occurs in India. It is important to
understand what can be done to balance the
resources with the requirements of the pop-
ulation in the country. With only 2.4% of
the world’s land, India supports 17.76% of
the world’s population. 
Nowhere is a discussion on contraception
and mother and child health services more
relevant and meaningful than
here.Demographers use a parameter called
Total Fertility Rate (TFR), which is the num-
ber of children a woman has in her lifetime.
The TFR, which should be 2.1 for the pop-
ulation to remain steady, has already
dipped below 2 in 2022. But keeping it with-
in that range will require constant efforts
to increase the awareness of the youth and
adolescents towards these matters.
Moreover, family planning offers many
more benefits beyond the prevention of
pregnancies.Uttar Pradesh ranks first
among the states in India with a population
of 257 million and a TFR of 2.18 (2015-16).
It is relevant to mention here that our coun-
try was the first to launch an official fam-
ily planning program way back in 1952. In
the decades that have followed, the options
have increased and so have the availabili-
ty and accessibility. 
With the basket of contraceptive choices
available at all government hospitals free of
cost, social marketing of contraceptives, and
home delivery of contraceptives by ASHAs
in rural areas, accessibility to these meth-
ods has improved. This has translated to an
increase in the Couple Protection Rate by
13%, which is 67% at present, and a
decrease in unmet need for family planning
of 3.5%, which now stands at 9.4%.The
country has made substantial progress in
the delivery of family planning services
across the country. The reach of family plan-
ning services has extended from target cou-
ples to eligible couples to all women and
adolescent girls and should extend to all
men of reproductive age.
Their share in decision-making and sup-
porting women in using these methods
makes it imperative for them to have this
information as well. They can make an
important contribution.If the present dis-
cussion gives a message that each couple
should be forced to use a contraceptive to
limit family size to stabilize the population,
that is not true. 
Family planning methods should help to
fulfil the unmet needs of 9.5% of couples
and help many others plan pregnancy at a
proper time.According to the Guttmacher
Institute, India Country Profile, 2022,
between 2015–and 2019, there were a total
of 485 lakh pregnancies annually in India,
of which 44% were unintended. Of these,
2/3rd of these unplanned pregnancies
ended in abortion. It is these couples who
are in dire need of contraception. 
These abortions could have been avoided
had they received counselling and proper
contraceptive measures at the right
time.Contraception is not just a method of
preventing unwanted pregnancies. It is a
means to provide freedom to couples to
exercise their reproductive rights. The
freedom to choose when to plan a pregnan-
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The UK’s airports and trains
experienced delays, with

the London Stock Exchange
and the National Health
Service among the other organ-
isations in the country dealing
with the fallout of a global IT
outage on Friday that has
grounded planes and caused
chaos around the world. The
outage, related to an issue at
US-headquartered prolific
cybersecurity firm Crowdstrike
and Microsoft, affected
Windows PCs globally and
also forced ‘Sky News’ off the
air.  Crowdstrike, a cybersecu-
rity service designed to stop
internet breaches or hacks for
the world’s biggest companies,
has since apologised for the
problems caused by a soft-
ware bug even as it ruled out
the possibility of this being a
cyberattack. Microsoft has also
identified an update to the
CrowdStrike Falcon Sensor
software as the factor behind
the global tech issues. “We’re
deeply sorry. The update had a
software bug in it and caused
an issue with the Microsoft
operating system,” George
Kurtz, CEO of Crowdstrike,

told news channels. “We iden-
tified this very quickly and
remediated the issue,” he said.
He had earlier taken to X to
state that “this is not a securi-
ty incident or cyberattack”.
“The issue has been identified,
isolated and a fix has been
deployed. We refer customers
to the support portal for the lat-
est updates and will continue to
provide complete and contin-
uous updates on our website,”
he said.
UK Cabinet Minister Pat
McFadden said ministerial
teams were coordinating their
response to the major outage
through COBRA, the govern-
ment’s emergency response
committee. “Ministers are
working with their sectors and
respective industries on the
issue,” he said. London’s biggest
airport, Heathrow, said in a
statement that its “flights are
operational though we are
experiencing delays”. While
the airport said it is implement-
ing contingency plans to min-
imise impact, Gatwick Airport

said passengers “may experi-
ence some delays” when check-
ing in and passing through
security. Luton and Edinburgh
Airport, meanwhile, switched
to manual systems to support
operations.
The London Stock Exchange
Group said trading continues
to operate as normal while it is
working on resolving an issue
with its RNS Service, which
provides the Regulatory News
Service announcements. The
IT outage, which is not believed
to be linked with a malicious
attack or hack, also hit several
National Health Service (NHS)
general practitioner (GP) surg-
eries around the UK as they
were unable to access patient
records or book online
appointments.
NHS England said the IT out-
age is “causing disruption in the
majority of GP practices” in
England but there is currently
no known impact on its 999 or
emergency services. Royal
Surrey NHS Foundation Trust
declared a “critical incident” cit-

ing external IT issues, affecting
its delivery of radiotherapy
treatment.  “We are unable to
access driver diagrams at cer-
tain locations, leading to poten-
tial short-notice cancellations,
particularly on the Thameslink
and Great Northern networks,”
said Govia Thameslink
Railway, one of the train com-
panies impacted.
“Additionally, other key sys-
tems, including our real-time
customer information plat-
forms, are also affected,” it
added.
National Rail, in charge of the
country’s railway network, said
its IT teams are “actively inves-
tigating to determine the root
cause of the problem”. All major
UK supermarkets including
Tesco, Sainsbury’s, Asda, Lidl,
Morrisons and Waitrose also
reported issues with online
services.The first reports of
the outage emanated from the
United States late on Thursday
after a breakdown of Microsoft
services such as Azure and 365. 
In a post on X, Microsoft 365

Status stated that “multiple
services are continuing to see
improvements in availability as
our mitigation actions
progress”. 
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Police and security officials in
Bangladesh fired bullets and tear gas

at protesters and banned all gatherings in
the capital on Friday, as internet and
mobile services were cut off after days of
deadly clashes over the allocation of gov-
ernment jobs. The protests, which began
weeks ago but escalated sharply on
Monday, represent the biggest challenge
to Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina since she
won a fourth consecutive term in office
after elections in January. Main opposition
groups boycotted those polls. Somoy TR,
a local television channel, reported that
four more people died in the latest clash-
es.
This comes a day after the bloodiest day
of demonstrations to date when 22 peo-
ple were killed, according to local media,
as protesting students attempted to impose
a “complete shutdown” on the country.
Authorities could not be reached imme-
diately to confirm figures for the deaths.

The chaos has highlighted cracks in
Bangladesh’s governance and economy
and the frustration of young graduates
who face a lack of good jobs.
The government has deployed police and
paramilitary forces across the capital to
lock down campuses and break up
protests. On Wednesday, universities
including the country’s largest suspend-
ed classes and closed dormitories, and on
Friday Dhaka police said they were ban-
ning all gatherings and demonstrations in

the capital.
An Associated Press reporter saw border
guard officials fire at a crowd of more than
1,000 protesters who had gathered outside
the head office of state-run Bangladesh
Television, which was attacked and set on
fire by protesters the previous day.
The border guards shot at the right
crowd with rifles and sound grenades,
while police officers fired tear gas and rub-
ber bullets. Bullets littered the streets,
which were also marked by smears of
blood.
A news producer and reporter at
Bangladesh Television on Thursday told
the AP that protesters had broken through
the main gate and set fire to vehicles and
the reception area. They spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity for fear of reprisals. “I
escaped by leaping over the wall but some
of my colleagues got stuck inside. The
attackers entered the building and set fur-
niture on fire,” the producer said by phone.
Internet services and mobile data were
widely disrupted on Thursday night and
remained down on Friday in the capital,
Dhaka. Social media platforms like
Facebook and WhatsApp were also not
loading. It coincided with a widespread
internet outage on Friday that disrupted
flights, banks, media outlets and compa-
nies around the world, but the disruptions
in Bangladesh were substantially greater
than seen elsewhere. A statement from the
country’s Telecommunication Regulatory
Commission said they were unable to
ensure service after their data centre was
attacked on Thursday by demonstrators,

who set fire to some equipment. The
Associated Press has not been able to inde-
pendently verify this.
Student protesters said they will extend
their calls to impose a shutdown on Friday
as well, and urged mosques across the
country to hold funeral prayers for those
who have been killed. Major universities
have said they will close their doors until
tensions ease.
The protesters are demanding an end to
a quota system that reserves up to 30 per
cent of government jobs for relatives of
veterans who fought in Bangladesh’s war
of independence in 1971 against Pakistan.
They argue the system is discriminatory
and benefits supporters of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, whose Awami League
party led the independence movement,
and they want it replaced with a merit-
based system. But Hasina has defended the
quota system, saying that veterans deserve
the highest respect for their contributions
to the war regardless of their political affil-
iation. The Bangladeshi leader is credit-
ed for bringing stable growth to
Bangladesh, but rising inflation — thanks
in part to the global upheaval sparked by
the war in Ukraine — has triggered
labour unrest and dissatisfaction with the
government. Even though job opportuni-
ties have grown in some parts of the pri-
vate sector, many people prefer govern-
ment jobs because they are seen as more
stable and lucrative. But there aren’t
enough to go around — each year, some
400,000 graduates compete for around
3,000 jobs in the civil service exam.
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Yemen’s Houthi rebels on
Friday claimed responsibil-

ity for an early morning drone
strike that hit a part of central
Tel Aviv near the United States
Embassy, leaving at least 10
injured and one dead. The
aerial strike rumbled through
the streets causing shards of
shrapnel to rain down and
spreading shards of glass over
a large radius.  The Houthis
have repeatedly launched
drones and missiles toward
Israel throughout the nine-
month-long war, in solidarity
with the Palestinian people
and against Israel. But until
Friday, all were intercepted by
either Israel or Western allies
with forces stationed in the
region.
Yahya Sare’e, the Houthis’
spokesperson, said in a state-
ment published on the social
media platform X that the
strike was made in retaliation
to the war underway in Gaza
between Israel and Hamas and
had hit one of many of the
group’s targets. The Houthis
claimed that their newest
drones can bypass Israel’s aer-
ial defence systems. However,
a spokesperson for Israel’s mil-
itary said on Friday that the
explosive-laden drone had
been identified on Thursday
and attributed the hit to
“human error.” The military’s
assessment of aerial threats
has not changed because, the
military said, Israel’s adver-
saries have attempted such
strikes for months.
“It was a terror attack that was
targeted to kill civilians in
Israel,” the Israeli spokesperson
said. The Houthi strike hit
hours after Israel’s military
confirmed one of its airstrikes

had killed a Hezbollah com-
mander and other militants in
southern Lebanon.  Israel has
so far not made attacks on the
Houthis, allowing its allies
instead to take the lead as it
focuses its efforts on the war in
Gaza and ongoing fighting
with Lebanon’s Hezbollah mil-
itant group.
It comes as international medi-
ators continue to hold out
hope for a cease-fire agreement,
pushing Israel and Hamas
toward a phased deal that
would halt fighting and free
about 120 hostages held by the
militant group in Gaza.
The prospects a deal could
improve as Israeli leaders sig-
nal their operation underway
in Rafah is close to finished.
However, fears of potential
escalation resurfaced on
Thursday after Israel’s far-right
national security minister,
Itamar Ben-Gvir, visited
Jerusalem’s most sensitive holy
site on Thursday to pray for the
return of Israeli hostages, he
said, “without a reckless deal,
without surrendering.” Local
police in Tel Aviv said that the
Friday blast sounded at around
3:10 am, reverberating to near-
by cities and physically injur-
ing at least 10 people. Tel Aviv
District Commander Peretz
Amar said officers could not
locate the point of contact, sug-
gesting the explosion occurred
in the air.
“The force of the explosion
caused damage that is not great
but is spread over a large area.
At the moment we don’t know
what the object was,” Amar
said. Israel possesses a multilay-
ered aerial defense system,
capable of intercepting threats
ranging from long-range ballis-
tic missiles to drones and short-
range missiles. 
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Wall Street Journal reporter
Evan Gershkovich was

convicted Friday of espionage
and sentenced to 16 years in a
maximum-security prison on
charges that his employer and
the US government have reject-
ed as fabricated.
The conclusion of his swift and
secretive trial in the country’s
highly politicized legal system
could potentially clear the way
for a prisoner swap between
Moscow and Washington.
Gershkovich, his head shaved,
looked calm as he stood in a
glass defendants’ cage in the
Sverdlovsk Regional Court and
listened impassively to the ver-
dict. When the judge asked him
if he understood it, the journal-
ist replied yes.
After the judge finished reading
the verdict, someone in the
courtroom shouted, “Evan, we
love you!” Closing arguments

took place behind closed doors
at the trial, where Gershkovich
did not admit any guilt, accord-
ing to the court’s press service.
Prosecutors requested an 18-
year sentence, but the judge
opted for a shorter term. “This
disgraceful, sham conviction
comes after Evan has spent 478
days in prison, wrongfully
detained, away from his family
and friends, prevented from
reporting, all for doing his job as
a journalist,” Dow Jones CEO
and Wall Street Journal
Publisher Almar Latour and
Editor in Chief Emma Tucker
said in a statement.
“We will continue to do every-
thing possible to press for Evan’s
release and to support his fam-
ily. Journalism is not a crime,
and we will not rest until he’s
released. This must end now,”
the statement added.
Gershkovich, 32, was arrested
March 29, 2023, while on a
reporting trip to the Ural

Mountains city of Yekaterinburg.
Authorities claimed, without
offering any evidence, that he
was gathering secret information
for the US.
He has been behind bars since
his arrest, which will be count-
ed as part of his sentence. Much
of that was spent in Moscow’s
notorious Lefortovo Prison — a
czarist-era lockup used during
Josef Stalin’s purges, when exe-
cutions were carried out in its
basement. He was transferred to
Yekaterinburg for the trial.
Gershkovich was the first US
journalist taken into custody on
espionage charges since Nicholas
Daniloff in 1986, at the height of
the Cold War. Foreign journal-
ists in Russia were shocked by
Gershkovich’s arrest, even
though the country has enacted
increasingly repressive laws on
freedom of speech after sending
troops into Ukraine.
Unlike the trial’s opening on
June 26 in Yekaterinburg and

previous hearings in Moscow in
which reporters were allowed to
see Gershkovich briefly before
sessions began, there was no
access to the courtroom on
Thursday when the trial
resumed, but media was allowed
in court on Friday for the ver-
dict. Espionage and treason
cases are typically shrouded in
secrecy.Russian courts convict
more than 99 per cent of defen-
dants, and prosecutors can
appeal sentences that they regard
as too lenient. They even can
appeal acquittals.
The US State Department has
declared Gershkovich “wrong-
fully detained,” committing the
government to assertively seek
his release. Asked Friday about
a possible prisoner swap involv-
ing Gershkovich, Kremlin
spokesman Dmitry Peskov
refused to comment.
Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov said Wednesday at the
United Nations that Moscow

and Washington’s “special ser-
vices” are discussing an
exchange involving
Gershkovich.  Russia has previ-
ously signaled the possibility of
a swap, but said a verdict would
have to come first. Even after a
verdict, any such deal could take
months or years. State
Department deputy spokesman
Vedant Patel on Thursday
declined to discuss negotiations
about a possible exchange, but
said: “We have been clear from
the get-go that Evan did noth-
ing wrong and should not have
been detained. To date, Russia
has provided no evidence of a
crime and has failed to justify
Evan’s continued detention.”
Russian President Vladimir
Putin hinted earlier this year that
he would be open to swapping
Gershkovich for Vadim
Krasikov, a Russian serving a life
sentence for the 2019 killing in
Berlin of a Georgian citizen of
Chechen descent.
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The last time Republicans
gathered for a full conven-

tion, they were plagued by inter-
nal division and fear. Morale was
near rock bottom. And the
party’s presidential nominee
showed little desire, or capacity,
to add new voters to his politi-
cal coalition.
The Republican officials, strate-
gists and activists who packed
Milwaukee for the Republican
National Convention this week
expressed a collective confi-
dence at levels not seen in
decades. Boos and infighting
marred Donald Trump’s first
convention in 2016, but this one
was defined by overwhelming
displays of unity as GOP leaders
— Trump skeptics among them
— reveled in what most view as
an all but certain victory come
November. Trump’s survival after

nearly being assassinated at a
Pennsylvania rally over the week-
end, they said, was the last piece
to bring everyone together in
spite of the former president’s
extraordinary personal and polit-
ical baggage. “It feels like 1980,”
said a smiling New York GOP
Chair Ed Cox on the conven-
tion’s red-carpeted floor this
week, referring to Ronald
Reagan’s landslide presidential
victory. Cox pointed to a sense
of inevitability building around
Trump and the GOP. “We final-
ly came completely together.”
For Democrats, it is the worst of
times. Back in Washington, the
party intensified a public and pri-
vate lobbying effort to force
President Joe Biden to drop out
of the race after his disastrous
debate against Trump last
month. Donors, elected offi-
cials and leaders within Biden’s
own campaign believe he cannot

win. And an Associated Press-
NORC Center for Public Affairs
Research poll indicated that the
vast majority of Democratic vot-
ers have lost confidence in
Biden’s ability to govern and want
him to step aside before it is too
late to stop Trump.
Only about a third of Democrats
believe Biden is more capable
than Trump of winning in
November, according to the poll,
which also found that nearly
two-thirds of Democrats say
Biden should withdraw from the
presidential race and let his
party nominate a different can-
didate.
By contrast, about 7 in 10
Republicans say Trump is more
capable of winning the election.
Almost no Republicans think
Biden is more capable of win-
ning. The doubters include Black
Democrats, who make up the
backbone of Biden’s political

coalition. Only about half of
Black Democrats think Biden is
better able to win, according to
the poll. Many Democrats now
privately expect — or perhaps
hope — that someone other than
Biden will be on stage to accept
the party’s nomination when the
Democratic National
Convention begins in Chicago in
a month.Hours before Trump’s
triumphant convention speech
on Thursday, a top Biden cam-
paign official repeatedly pushed
back against a flurry of new ques-
tions about whether the presi-
dent is going to step aside.“I do
not want to be rude, but I don’t
know how many more times I
can answer that,” Quentin Fulks,
principal deputy manager of
Biden’s reelection campaign, told
a news conference in Milwaukee
when asked whether the presi-
dent’s commitment to his reelec-
tion may be softening. 
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Milwaukee (PTI): In his first
major public address since sur-
viving an assassination attempt,
Donald Trump gave a clarion
call for unity as he accepted his
Republican party’s presiden-
tial nomination with a pledged
to deliver a government that
will begin four greatest years in
American history if he is elect-
ed in November.
The 78-year-old former US
president took to the stage at the
Republican National
Convention Thursday night to
accept his party’s nomination
for a third consecutive presi-
dential bid. Trump also gave
details about the attempt on his
life last week and thanked
Americans for their “outpour-
ing of love and support.”  
“So tonight, with faith and
devotion, I proudly accept your
nomination for president of the
United States,” Trump said to
applause. In his speech, Trump
urged Americans to help him
win the race for the White
House on November 5.
“Tonight, I ask for your partner-
ship, for your support, and I am
humbly asking for your vote.

Every day, I will strive to hon-
our the trust you have placed in
me, and I will never let you
down,” Trump said. “To all of
the forgotten men and women
who have been neglected, aban-
doned, and left behind, you will
be forgotten no longer. We will
press forward, and together, we
will win, win, win,” he said.
In his first speech after the
assassination bid on him on
Saturday in Pennsylvania,
Trump said he stands before
Americans with a message of
confidence, strength, and hope.
“Four months from now, we
will have an incredible victory,
and we will begin the four
greatest years in the history of
our country,” Trump said.
“In an age when our politics too
often divide us, now is the time
to remember that we are all fel-
low citizens. 
We are one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and
justice for all,” he said.
The former president basked in
the adoring cheers of thousands
as he called for unity behind his
effort to return to the White
House after the attack.
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The Hague (AP): The top
United Nations court has ruled
that Israel’s settlement policy
and use of natural resources in
the occupied Palestinian terri-
tories violate international law.
The panel of 15 judges from
around the world at the
International Court of Justice
said “the transfer by Israel of
settlers to the West Bank and
Jerusalem as well as Israel’s
maintenance of their presence,
is contrary to article 49 of the
Fourth Geneva Convention”.
It also said the use of natural
resources was “inconsistent”
with its obligations under inter-
national law as an occupying
power.
The court’s president, Nawaf
Salam, was reading out the
court’s full opinion in a Friday
session, which is expected to
take about an hour.
The top United Nations court
has opened a hearing to deliv-
er a non-binding advisory

opinion on the legality of
Israel’s 57-year occupation of
lands sought for a Palestinian
state, a ruling that could have
more effect on international
opinion than it will on Israeli
policies.
International Court of Justice
President Nawaf Salam is
expected to take about an hour
to read out the opinion of the
panel that is made up of 15
judges from around the world.
Friday’s hearing comes against
the backdrop of Israel’s devas-
tating 10-month military
assault on Gaza, which was
triggered by the Hamas-led
attacks in southern Israel. In a
separate case, the International
Court of Justice is considering
a South African claim that
Israel’s campaign in Gaza
amounts to genocide, a claim
that Israel vehemently denies.
Israel captured the West Bank,
east Jerusalem and Gaza Strip
in the 1967 Mideast war. The

Palestinians seek all three areas
for an independent state. Israel
considers the West Bank to be
disputed territory, whose future
should be decided in negotia-
tions, while it has moved pop-
ulation there in settlements to
solidify its hold. It has annexed
east Jerusalem in a move that
is not internationally recog-
nised, while it withdrew from
Gaza in 2005 but maintained a
blockade of the territory after
Hamas took power in 2007.
The international community
generally considers all three
areas to be occupied territory.
At hearings in February, then-
Palestinian Foreign Minister
Riad Malki accused Israel of
apartheid and urged the United
Nations’ top court to declare
that Israel’s occupation of lands
sought by the Palestinians is
illegal and must end immedi-
ately and unconditionally for
any hope for a two-state future
to survive.
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Tokyo (AP): Japanese and
Taiwanese coast guards con-
ducted what is believed to be
their first joint drill off Japan’s
eastern coast, officials said Friday,
a move seen as an effort to
expand maritime cooperation
amid concern about China’s
increasingly assertive activity in
regional seas.The drill was held
amid escalating tension between
China and Taiwan. Beijing
claims Taiwan as its own territo-
ry and has not ruled out using
force to take it.
China routinely sends coast
guard vessels into waters sur-
rounding Japanese-controlled
disputed islands in the East
China Sea, confronting Japanese
patrol ships. However, Japanese
Chief Cabinet Secretary
Yoshimasa Hayashi Friday
denied the drill targeted any spe-
cific country, including China.
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Apolice officer was wound-
ed in a knife attack in Paris

on Thursday in the high-end
Champs-Elysees neighbour-
hood and the assailant was shot
and died of his injuries, author-
ities said, just days before the
opening ceremony of the
Summer Olympics.
Paris police chief Laurent
Nunez said the attack did not
appear linked to the Olympics
and no terrorist motive was
suspected. French Interior
Minister Gerald Darmanin
posted on X that the attack
happened in the 8th
arrondissement of Paris while
police were “responding to a
call from officers securing a
store”. Security agents at the
flagship Louis Vuitton store on

the Champs-Elysees contacted
police after noticing “suspi-
cious behaviour” by a man out-
side the store, according to a
police official.
Speaking in front of the Louis
Vuitton store after the stabbing,
Paris police chief Laurent
Nunez said the assailant
“pulled out a knife and threat-
ened them (the officers), tried
to stab them multiple times
and succeeded in stabbing”.
He defended the police
response as “totally propor-
tionate. They were facing an
assailant who was threatening
their lives”.
The suspect died of his injuries
after being shot, the Paris
prosecutor’s office said. An
investigation was opened into
attempted murder of a police
officer, the prosecutor’s office

said. The police officer was
hospitalised but not in life-
threatening condition.
The area was thronging with
tourists and Parisians when the
attack happened around the
corner from the Louis Vuitton
boutique. Some took photos as
police cordoned off the area,
while others continued their
dining in nearby sidewalk
cafes.
Associated Press journalists
saw police reinforcements
rushing in after the stabbing.
At a luxury hotel nearby, guests
arriving in a taxi had to pass
under police tape to enter
their hotel, as a porter wheeled
their baggage under the cor-
don. The Louis Vuitton store
often has long lines outside and
is among the biggest draws on
an avenue packed with luxury

boutiques. Louis Vuitton par-
ent company LVMH did not
comment on what happened.
Thursday’s knife attack comes
just days after a man stabbed
and wounded a French soldier
patrolling Paris on Monday
outside the Gare de l’Est train
station in eastern Paris. The
man was taken to a psychiatric
hospital, according to French
prosecutors.
France is under its highest
security alert before the start of
the Paris Games on July 26.
Paris police imposed strict
new security measures in the
centre of town starting
Thursday to prepare for the
exceptional opening ceremony,
which will be held in the open
all along the Seine River
instead of in a closed 
stadium.
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President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy urged Britain’s

new government to help
Ukrainian forces attack deep-
er inside Russia to stop dead-
ly missile strikes on his coun-
try, as he gave a rare address by
a foreign leader to a UK
Cabinet meeting.
Zelenskyy said “long-range
capability” to destroy sites
where Russian weapons are
concentrated is key to Ukraine’s
defence.
“I ask you to show your lead-
ership” in lifting restrictions on
Ukraine’s use of Western
weapons, Zelenskyy told Prime
Minister Keir Starmer.
Russia has deployed devastat-
ing firepower as it pursues a
summer offensive in eastern
Ukraine, reducing villages to
rubble and pushing back
Ukrainian troops in places. It
has also launched missile and
drone attacks across Ukraine,
killing dozens and hitting tar-
gets including a Kyiv children’s
hospital.
Some of Kyiv’s allies are reluc-
tant to let Ukraine use their

weapons to strike Russian ter-
ritory because of concerns that
the West could be drawn into
direct conflict with Russia. The
British government has said it’s
up to Ukraine how to use mis-
siles supplied by the UK, as
long as international law is
upheld.
In an interview with the BBC,
Zelenskyy said he was seeking
clarification about Ukraine’s
ability to use Storm Shadow
missiles supplied by Britain
against targets in Russia. The
Storm Shadow is an air-
launched cruise missile with a
range of more than 250 
kilometres.
“We need a decision about
long-distance weapons, long
range, to use it,” Zelenskyy
said. “We need it very much.
They’re targeting our hospitals,
schools. We just want to answer
exactly to the point where
from they target us.”
UK Defence Secretary John
Healey said Ukraine already
has permission to use the mis-
siles against Russia, but the
rules for exactly what can be
targeted and under what cir-
cumstances are “complex ques-

tions” that are the subject of
intense negotiations.
“We’re providing weapons to
Ukraine for their defense of
their sovereign country, and
that does not preclude them
hitting targets in Russia, but
that must be done by the
Ukrainians. It must be done
within the parameters and the
bounds of international

humanitarian law,” Healey told
the BBC. The United States,
Ukraine’s biggest military
backer, recently shifted its posi-
tion, with the Pentagon saying
last month that Ukraine could
use longer-range missiles pro-
vided by the US to strike tar-
gets inside Russia if it is acting
in self-defence.
Since the beginning of Russia’s

2022 invasion, the US had
maintained a policy of not
allowing Ukraine to use the
weapons it provided to hit tar-
gets inside Russia for fear of
further escalation.
Zelenskyy received a standing
ovation from Starmer’s govern-
ment as he entered the Cabinet
room at 10 Downing St. The
last foreign leader invited to
address a Cabinet meeting in
person was US President Bill
Clinton in 1997.
Zelenskyy briefed ministers on
the situation in Ukraine and the
need for European countries to
ramp up defense production in
the face of Russian aggression.
Zelenskyy said Ukraine had
repelled Russian attempts to
advance on Kharkiv, Ukraine’s
second city, showing that “we
can stop any Russian attempt to
expand the war.”
Starmer, whose centre-left
Labour Party government was
elected two weeks ago, is keen
to stress that the UK’s strong
support for Ukraine will con-
tinue on his watch.
Starmer said the UK would
“double down” on support for
Ukraine, including with a treaty

that aims to help both countries
ramp up military production.
The UK is also giving Ukraine
access to 3.5 billion pounds
(USD 4.5 billion) of export
financing to purchase weapons.
“Ukraine is, and always will be,
at the heart of this govern-
ment’s agenda, and so it is only
fitting that President Zelenskyy
will make a historic address to
my Cabinet,” Starmer said in a
statement. “Russia’s incremen-
tal gains on the battlefield are
nothing compared with the
collective international sup-
port for Ukraine, or the
strength of ties between our
people.”
During a visit to Britain that
included a summit of the
European Political Community
on Thursday, Ukraine’s presi-
dent repeated his increasingly
urgent calls for more ammuni-
tion and weapons and tougher
sanctions on Russia.
European leaders at the sum-
mit agreed to tighten sanctions
against a “shadow fleet” of
hundreds of illegitimate and
often decrepit ships the West
says Russia is using to transport
oil and evade sanctions.
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The population of Hindus in
Pakistan increased from 3.5

million in 2017 to 3.8 million
in 2023 to make it the largest
minority community in the
Islamic nation, according to the
official data of last year’s census.  
The Pakistan Bureau of
Statistics (PBS) released results
of the 7th Population and
Housing Census 2023 on
Thursday, the Dawn newspaper
reported. The country’s total
population in 2023 stood at
240,458,089. It showed that the
share of Muslims in the total
population decreased slightly
from 96.47 per cent in 2017 to
96.35 per cent in 2023, while the
population of all major religious
minorities increased in the past
six years. However, their share

in the percentage of the total
population gives a mixed pic-
ture.
The population of Hindus
increased from 3.5 million in
2017 to 3.8 million in 2023, but
their share in the total popula-
tion went down from 1.73 to
1.61 per cent, which showed
other minority communities
increased at a faster rate.
The population of Christians,
also increased from 2.6 million
to 3.3 million, with their share
in the total population also
going up from 1.27 to 1.37 per
cent. Ahmadis witnessed a
decline in their real population
as well as their share in the total
population. The size of their
community was reduced by
29,053, from 191,737 (0.09 per
cent) in 2017 to 162,684 (0.07
per cent). The population of the

Sikh community stood at
15,998 and Parsi at 2,348. The
data showed that the country’s
population increased from
207.68 million in 2017 to 241.49
million in 2023 at a growth rate
of 2.55 per cent. 
At this rate, the data showed
that Pakistan’s population is
expected to double by 2050.
According to the population
breakdown, the total number of
males stood at 124.32 million,
compared to 117.15 million
females, with a gender ratio of
1.06. The population of trans-
gender has been reported at
20,331. Data showed that 67 per
cent of the total population in
2023 was below the age of 30
and 80 per cent below 40.
Those of 67 years or above con-
stituted only 3.55 per cent of the
total population. 
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Atop Sri Lankan police offi-
cer, blamed for criminal

negligence in the 2019 Easter
suicide attacks that killed over
270 people, including 11
Indians, has been sent on com-
pulsory leave, it was announced
here.
Senior DIG Nilantha
Jayawardena, the number two
in the police force, has been sent
on compulsory leave with effect
from Thursday, the indepen-
dent police commission
announced. This followed the
decision to institute disciplinary
action against him as recom-
mended by the Supreme Court
in connection with the funda-
mental rights petitions filed in
the 2019 Easter Sunday suicide
bomb attack investigations.
Jayawardena was one of the top
defence officials blamed for
criminal negligence in the
Easter Sunday suicide bomb-
ings which killed over 270
including foreigners.
Nine suicide bombers belong-

ing to the local Islamist extrem-
ist group, the National
Thowheeth Jama’ath (NTJ)
linked to ISIS carried out a
series of devastating blasts that
tore through three Catholic
churches and as many luxury
hotels on April 21, 2019, being
observed as Easter Sunday that
year, killing nearly 270 people,
including 11 Indians and other
foreigners, and injuring over
500.
The independent police com-
mission said the Supreme Court
on January 12, 2023, had rec-
ommended disciplinary action
be taken against Jayawardena,
who had headed the police’s
state intelligence service at the
time of the Easter Sunday
attacks.
The Supreme Court had ques-
tioned why the National Police
Commission had not initiated
action against the former Chief
of the State Intelligence Service,
as per its court order, said
NewsWire.lk.
The commission added that
Jayawardena, who is currently

the deputy inspector general of
police (administration), was
chargesheeted on November
17, 2023 to which he had
responded on March 12, 2024.
On July 1 this year, the police
commission had begun discipli-
nary proceedings against
Jayawardena.
The commission said the order
to send Jayawardena on com-
pulsory leave has surfaced given
his ability to influence wit-
nesses in his role as the head of
police administration.
Jayawardena, along with former
President Maithripala Sirisena,
is accused of failing to prevent
those terror attacks, despite
receiving intelligence informa-
tion, said NewsWire.lk report-
ed. Sirisena and Jayawardena
alongside several other top
brass were ordered to pay heavy
compensation to the kith of the
victims. Jayawardena was
ordered to pay Rs 75 million
while Sirisena was ordered to
pay Rs 100 million. Both have
paid only part payments so far
while pleading for more time.
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South Korea said Friday it has
restarted blasting propagan-

da broadcasts into North Korea
to retaliate against the North’s
latest round of trash-carrying
balloon launches, a resumption
of Cold War-style tactics that
are raising animosities between
the rivals.
South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of
Staff said in a statement that it
used frontline loudspeakers to
blare anti-Pyongyang broad-
casts over the border between
Thursday evening and Friday
morning.
The broadcasts were the first of
their kind in about 40 days. The
contents of the broadcasts were
not immediately known, but its
previous ones on June 9 report-
edly included K-pop songs,
weather forecasts and news on
Samsung, the biggest South
Korean company, as well as
outside criticism of the North’s
missile program and its crack-
down on foreign video.
The South Korean broadcasts
could trigger an angry response
from North Korea which is
extremely sensitive to any out-

side attempt to undermine its
political system. In 2015, when
South Korea restarted loud-
speaker broadcasts for the first
time in 11 years, North Korea
fired artillery rounds across the
border, prompting the South to
return fire, according to South
Korean officials. No casualties
were reported.
South Korea’s military earlier
said North Korea floated the
balloons on Thursday after-
noon in its seventh such bal-
loon campaign in recent
months.
Starting in late May, North
Korea has floated more than
2,000 balloons carrying
wastepaper, scraps of cloth,
cigarette butts and even
manure toward South Korea,
saying they were in response to
South Korean activists sending
political leaflets to the North
via their own balloons. No
hazardous materials were
found. North Korea last flew
such balloons in late June.
In response, South Korea sus-
pended a 2018 tension-reduc-
tion deal with North Korea,
resuming propaganda broad-
casts briefly and front-line live-

fire military drills at border
areas.
Earlier this week, the power-
ful sister of North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un hinted at
flying rubbish-carrying bal-
loons again or launching new
countermeasures,  saying
South Korean balloons have
been found again at border
and other areas in North
Korea. In her statement
Tuesday, Kim Yo Jong warned
that South Korean “scum”
must be ready to pay “a grue-
some and dear price.” That
raised concerns that North
Korea could stage physical
provocations, rather than bal-
loon launches.
South Korea’s military said
Wednesday it has boosted its
readiness to brace for any
provocation by North Korea.
It said North Korea may fire
at incoming South Korean
balloons across the border or
floating mines downriver.
It wasn’t immediately known
whether groups in South
Korea have recently scattered
leaflets in North Korea. For
years, activist groups led by
North Korean defectors have

used helium-filled balloons to
drop anti-North Korean
leaflets, USB sticks containing
K-pop music and South
Korean dramas and US dollar
bills in the North.
North Korea views such activ-
ities as a serious security
threat and challenge to its ban
on foreign news for most of its
26 million people. In 2020,
North Korea destroyed an
unoccupied South Korean-
built liaison office  on its ter-
ritory in a furious response to
South Korean civilian leaflet-
ing campaigns. In 2014, North
Korea fired at balloons flying
toward its territory and South
Korea returned fire, though
there were no casualties.
Tensions between the Koreas
have heightened in recent
years because of North Korea’s
missile tests and the expansion
of US-South Korean military
drills that North Korea calls
invasion rehearsals. Experts
say North Korea’s expanding
ties with Russia could embold-
en Kim Jong Un to stage big-
ger provocations, particular-
ly ahead of the US presiden-
tial election in November.

,�2��������������%��%�+�	��
4�����������������4������

��
��������������=
�4
))����)
�����


���	������	������

����	
��
	���
�������	
����	�0�����������	����

�
��������
�����
+�

	4�����	���
�
�
��
��������
�
�������(�����
�������
�

Beijing (PTI): China’s ruling
Communist Party has
announced an anti-corruption
investigation against another
head of its strategic missile
force, which continues to be
plagued by graft at its top ech-
elons, a media report said on
Friday. Former Defence
Minister Gen Li Shangfu, who
earlier headed the nine-year-
old Rocket Force, which han-
dles a host of missiles, includ-
ing nuclear weapons, was
sacked and investigated for
corruption along with his suc-
cessor Gen Li Yuchao, who
assumed the role of its com-
mander in 2022.
Li Shangfu, who headed the
Rocket (Missile) Force before
becoming Defence Minister,
is being tried for alleged cor-
ruption. Li Yuchao, who was
also part of the strategic force,
was sacked along with him. On
Thursday, the Communist
Party plenary meeting, while
endorsing the Politburo’s earli-
er decision to expel Gen Li
Shangfu and Gen Li Yuchao,
also announced the anti-cor-
ruption investigation against
Gen Sun Jinming, who recent-
ly headed the Rocket Force.
Sun is the Chief of Staff of the
PLA Rocket Force, the Hong
Kong-based South China
Morning Post reported on
Friday. His downfall followed
anti-corruption probes since
last year into at least seven past
or serving senior military offi-
cials from the Rocket Force,
which oversees the country’s
nuclear arsenal, in the latest
anti-corruption purge in the
military since last year, the
report said.
Sun, an alternate member of
the party’s 20th Central
Committee, took on the role of
chief of staff of the force in 2022
after serving a long stint in its
predecessor, the Second
Artillery Corps. The rocket
force, established in 2015 as
part of Chinese President Xi
Jinping’s military overhaul, has
been at the centre of the latest
anti-corruption campaign tar-
geting the military.
While most corruption cases
involving the PLA appeared to
be winding down, the investi-
gations have cast a shadow over
the military, the report 
said.
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Conceding that the African
National Congress govern-

ment had failed the people of
South Africa in his first term as
President, Cyril Ramaphosa has
vowed to address all the chal-
lenges faced by the country as he
leads an unprecedented 10-
party coalition government in
his second term.
Ramaphosa was speaking on
Thursday evening at the open-
ing of the seventh Parliament in
Cape Town almost two months
after the general elections that
saw his African National
Congress (ANC) lose its major-
ity for the first time since Nelson
Mandela led the party to victo-
ry in the first democratic elec-
tions in 1994 after decades of
white minority apartheid rule.

The May 29 election threw a
split verdict thanks to a massive
anti-incumbency of three
decades and the ANC garnered
only 40 per cent of the vote.
Weeks later, Ramaphosa entered
into negotiations with other
parties, including the long-term
opposition Democratic Alliance,
and formed the Government of
National Unity (GNU) of 10
parties, and was sworn in on
June 19 to lead the seventh gov-
ernment since 1994.
Analysts said this (the multi-
party coalition) poses several
challenges because of differing
party policies on a range of
issues, including foreign policy,
employment equity laws, and
land distribution but
Ramaphosa said the parties
have agreed on a Minimum
Programme as the foundation

for the GNU’s work and issued
a Statement of Intent.
“Through their votes, (citizens
have) determined that the lead-
ers of our country should set
aside their political differences
and come together as one to
overcome the severe challenges
that confront our nation,”
Ramaphosa, 71, said as he jus-
tified the decision to establish
the GNU. “They sent a clear
message that without unity,
cooperation and partnership,
our efforts to end poverty,
unemployment and inequality
will not succeed,” he added. “In
an act that is unprecedented in
our democratic history, 10 polit-
ical parties represented here in
our Parliament have agreed to
craft a common programme to
build a better, more equal and
more just South Africa,” he said.
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Santiago (Chile): A magnitude 7.4 earthquake hit northern Chile
near its border with Argentina late Thursday, according to the US
Geological Survey. There were no immediate reports of injuries or
major damages. The quake’s epicenter was 45 kilometers (28 miles)
east-southeast of San Pedro de Atacama, Chile, and it had a depth
of 117 kilometers, according to the USGS.
President Gabriel Boric wrote on social platform X that according
to preliminary information there were “no reports of injuries or seri-
ous damages.” The quake did not activate a tsunami alarm. Boric
later said that some rocks had comes loose and rolled onto the high-
way connecting the cities of Calama to Tocopilla, east of the epicen-
ter, and there power outages in San Pedro de Atacama. He said author-
ities were still collecting information. Chile’s National Disaster
Prevention and Response Service said the earthquake was felt, with
different intensities, in several regions of the country including
Tarapacá, Antofagasta, Atacama, Coquimbo, Arica and Parinacota. 
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Stepping into the serene
ambiance of Triveni Kala
Sangam, visitors are

transported into a world
where art and nature
intertwine seamlessly in
Laxmi Gupta’s latest
exhibition, “The Flower
Always Sheds Its Fragrance.”
This alluring showcase of
artworks is an attestation to
Gupta’s deep-rooted
admiration for the natural
world, particularly the
ethereal beauty of flowers and
their profound impact on our
environment and well-being.
The exhibition unfolds like a
poetic journey through lush
landscapes and vibrant
gardens, each artwork a
tribute to Gupta’s skillful
portrayal of nature’s splendor.
Known for her mastery of
color and texture, Gupta’s
paintings exude a sense of
tranquility and wonder,
inviting viewers to explore
the intricate details and
layered compositions that
define her work.
At the heart of Gupta’s artistic
exploration lies a profound
connection to nature. Her
fascination with flowers,
sparked during the isolation
of the COVID-19 lockdowns,
blossomed into a series of
paintings that reflect both
personal introspection and a
broader environmental
message. Through her art,
Gupta seeks to capture not
just the visual allure of
flowers but also their
symbolic significance as
bearers of hope, resilience
and natural beauty.
The inspiration behind her
thematic focus on flowers,
Gupta shared, “During
COVID-19, confined to our
homes, I found solace in
daydreams of leisurely walks
and the simple joy of
gathering wildflowers. It was
a time when everyone
seemed gloomy and subdued,
and the vibrancy of flowers
became a beacon of positivity
for me. They symbolise
resilience and the ability to
thrive despite adversity,
which resonated deeply with
me.”
Gupta’s artistic journey is
characterised by a
harmonious blend of
mediums and techniques.

From the precise lines of pen
and ink to the fluidity of
watercolors and the depth of
acrylics, each artwork reflects
her meticulous attention to
detail and her commitment
to exploring the interplay of
light, color and form. This
diversity of approaches
ensures that each piece in the
exhibition offers a unique
perspective on the natural
world, inviting viewers to
contemplate its beauty from
various angles.
Central to Gupta’s artistic
philosophy is her belief in the
transformative power of art.
Beyond aesthetic pleasure,
her paintings convey a subtle
yet powerful message about
the importance of
environmental conservation
and the symbiotic
relationship between
humanity and nature. By
highlighting the delicate
beauty of flowers and their
role in sustaining
biodiversity, Gupta
encourages viewers to pause
and reflect on the fragility of
our natural surroundings and
the urgency of preserving
them for future generations.
The exhibition not only
showcases Gupta’s technical
prowess but also invites
viewers on an emotional
journey through her creative
process. Each artwork tells a
story, capturing fleeting
moments of beauty and
inviting contemplation on
themes of growth, resilience

and the interconnectedness
of all living things. Through
her use of vibrant colors and
intricate compositions, Gupta
creates a visual narrative that
celebrates the beauty of
nature, inspiring viewers to
reconnect with the natural
world and appreciate its
wonders.
As visitors explore “The
Flower Always Sheds Its
Fragrance,” they are greeted
by a rich tapestry of emotions
and sensations. Gupta’s ability
to evoke a sense of wonder
and reverence for nature
through her art is a witness to
her skill as a storyteller and
her deep-seated passion for
the environment. Each
painting serves as a window
into Gupta’s artistic soul,
inviting viewers to experience
the world through her eyes
and discover the profound
beauty that surrounds us all.
Laxmi Gupta’s exhibition is
not merely a display of
artistic talent but a
celebration of nature’s
timeless elegance. Through
her evocative paintings,
Gupta invites us to pause,
reflect and reconnect with
the natural world, reminding
us of the importance of
preserving its beauty and
diversity. “The Flower
Always Sheds Its Fragrance”
is a tribute to the enduring
power of art to inspire, uplift
and enrich a deeper
appreciation for the wonders
of our planet.

At the Prestigious
Shridharani Art
Gallery, Artist
Seema Pandey’s
solo exhibition,

“Between These Lines in This
Space I Root and Grow,”
invites viewers into a
meditative exploration of
black and white contrasts.
This collection, a culmination
of two years of dedicated
artistry, threads personal and
environmental landscapes
into a visual journey of
tranquility and
contemplation. Through these
lines, Seema Pandey weaves
moments, memories and
dreams, creating an ever-
evolving narrative of being
and becoming.
The exhibition features over
100 miniature and larger
artworks that reflect Pandey’s
keen observations and
creative explorations. Each
piece is a tribute to her holistic
and free-spirited approach to
art, drawing inspiration from
diverse surroundings,
memories and imaginations.
The intriguing title, “Between
These Lines in This Space I
Root and Grow,” encapsulates
the essence of her journey,
merging the personal with the
universal, the immediate with
the timeless.
The concept behind this
exhibition is deeply rooted in
Seema’s acute observation and

awareness of her
environment. Over two years,
she meticulously curated this
project, with a two-month
execution phase that saw her
transforming mental images
into artistic expressions. From
coffee shops to her home
surroundings, each locale
provided a unique influence
that was retrofitted into her
studio work. This process
resulted in a collection rich in
techniques, autobiographical
inputs and a celebration of the
natural world.
Seema Pandey’s art is a
harmonious blend of personal
experiences and natural
elements. She finds
inspiration in everything
around her, particularly
nature. Trees, skies and
weather changes are recurring
motifs in her work, reflecting
her deep connection to the

environment. Even indoor
structures in her artworks are
infused with elements of
nature, highlighting her
fascination with the organic
world. This integration of
autobiographical glimpses
and natural themes creates a
narrative that is both personal
and universally relatable.
One of the most striking
aspects of this exhibition is
Seema’s use of black and white
contrasts. This palette
enhances the themes and
emotions expressed in her
artworks, creating a visual
dialogue that is both bold and
nuanced. The black and white
tones bring out the subtleties
of her subjects, allowing
viewers to delve deeper into
the layers of meaning within
each piece. This choice of
palette also underscores the
exhibition’s themes of

resilience and the human
spirit, offering a stark yet
serene visual experience.
Seema’s creative process is as
captivating as her final pieces.
She began with small format
drawings and eventually
transitioned to larger surfaces,
maintaining the same style
and technique. One notable
piece is a depiction of a tree
with flowers, created using
thread. This meditative work
invites viewers to contemplate
the interconnectedness of
nature and the human
experience. The exhibition
also features artworks that
move away from box-like
combinations to embrace
circular motifs. These pieces
explore themes of
womanhood, personal
history, and the fluidity of
time, offering a dynamic
contrast to the linear
compositions and enriching
the visual experience with
movement and continuity.
In addition to trees and
circular motifs, Seema’s
exhibition includes
depictions of rock
formations, which serve as
timekeepers of an
orchestrated rhythm. These
rocks, both stark and
evocative, represent links to
the past, present, and future.
Seema’s minimalist approach
is evident in her use of thread
and needle, which she

employs to decode a womanly
story. These humble materials
are transformed into
evocative resources, guiding
viewers to discover deeper
sensibilities through the
parallel lines of falling rain,
the symmetry of bare trees,
and the arrangement of
flower forms.
Seema Pandey’s ability to
correlate disparate content
into a cohesive whole is a
hallmark of her artistic
prowess. Her exhibition fuses
the vertical with the
horizontal, the past with the
future, creating a sanctum of
art that is both contextual and
unconventional. This
approach allows viewers to
engage with the artworks on
multiple levels, uncovering
new angles of contrasts and
connections with each
viewing.
Seema Pandey’s work is a
power of art to reflect,
discover and inspire. Through
her intricate lines and
thoughtful compositions, she
invites us to see the world
through her eyes, finding
beauty and meaning in the
spaces between. This
exhibition is not just a display
of artworks but a journey of
discovery, where each piece
offers a glimpse into the
artist’s soul and the endless
possibilities of artistic
expression.
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Buckle up for laughs with
Bad Newz, a Bollywood
comedy that throws

everything at the wall and sees
what sticks, resulting in a wild
ride of humor and chaos.
Directed by Anand Tiwari, the
movie stars the charming
Vicky Kaushal as Akhil
Chadha, National crush Tripti
Dimri as Saloni Bagga and
everyone’s favourite Ammy
Virk as Gurbir Pannu. The
film is a rollercoaster of
craziness and hilarity, with a
surprising plot that keeps you
engaged from start to finish.
The story centers on Saloni,
who unexpectedly becomes
pregnant without knowing
who the father is. The plot
takes a wild turn when a
paternity test reveals that it is a
case of heteropaternal
superfecundation - a medical
marvel you’ll have to look up!

This twist sets the stage for a
series of comedic events. The
film’s greatest strength lies in
its humor. The script is sharp
and witty, relying on well-
timed deliveries from the cast.
Discussing the plot’s details
would spoil the fun, but let’s
just say it follows a familiar
Bollywood arc of love,
marriage, divorce and
(somewhat predictable)
reconciliation. There’s even a
humorous nod to the famous
American TV show FRIENDS
, where an actor humorously
quotes Rachel’s (Jennifer
Aniston) line, “No uterus, no
opinion.” Friends fans, keep
an ear out for this familiar line
delivered with perfect
comedic timing.
The movie is filled with
references to old Bollywood
songs and dialogues, which
add nostalgic depth to the
narrative. These elements are
not just thrown in for the sake

of it, they add a layer of depth
and connect with the audience
on an emotional level.
Director Anand Tiwari has
skillfully integrated these
elements into the narrative,
making them feel integral to
the story rather than mere
add-ons. An unexpected
appearance by Neha Sharma
wows the audience and Pati
Patni Aur Woh actress
Ananya Pandey’s special entry
is an ironic and delightful
surprise.
Director Anand Tiwari
balances comedy with

moments of genuine
emotion, exploring themes
such as dreams,
relationships and familial
bonds. Despite its comedic
exterior, the movie subtly
values these connections.
Ammy Virk’s performance
deserves special mention.
His comedic timing and on-
screen presence add a lot to
the film. The chemistry
between Vicky Kaushal and
Tripti Dimri is another
highlight. They bring a
natural ease to their roles
that makes their on-screen
relationship believable and
engaging. Kaushal, in
particular, looks incredibly
charismatic and handles the
comedic elements with
finesse.
However, it’s crucial to
manage your expectations.
Bad Newz might be light-
hearted and entertaining, but
it doesn’t aim to be anything

groundbreaking. Unlike its
possible namesake, Good
Newwz, this film isn’t a game-
changer. It’s only the fresh
pairing of the trio that saves
Bad Newz and shines in an
otherwise completely
predictable film.
Despite all its positives, Bad
Newz is best approached with
tempered expectations. It’s a
fun ride but it won’t leave a
lasting impact. It is a delightful
comedy that entertains with
its sharp humor, nostalgic
references and charming
performances. The film
delivers on its promise of
comedy but doesn’t aim to be
anything more. It’s a one-time
watch, but don’t expect too
much or your Bad Newz
movie date might end up
being a bad date for you. So
grab your popcorn, sit back
and enjoy this fun-filled ride,
just don’t take it too seriously.
Rating: 3/5
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AHBAAB by the Poet Aman
Deep Sidhu Chatha is an

eloquent collection of poems
that grub around into the rich
concept of “Ahbaab” – a term
encompassing friends, lovers
and loved ones. Presented in a
unique triglot format, this
collection features couplets in
Urdu, Hindi and English,
following the precedent set by
Deep’s earlier work, Ifsha. The
translations aim to capture the
essence of the original verses,
allowing for a nuanced and
interpretative reading
experience rather than a strict
word-for-word approach. The
publication of Ahbaab by
Ferntree Publishing attests to
the literary value of this
collection.
The book is thoughtfully
divided into sections, each
exploring various facets of

human emotions and
experiences. Titles such as
SHAAYARI AUR HUM,
ISHQ, SHOKHI AUR
NAZAAKAT and GUFTGU
guide readers through themes
of love, beauty, conversation
and spirituality. Each poem
within these sections resonates
with profound emotional
undertones, blending
traditional poetic forms with
contemporary sensibilities. For
instance, SHAAYARI AUR
HUM reflects on the nature of
poetry itself, capturing the
poet’s humility and the
intrinsic beauty of poetic
expression. ISHQ highlights
the universality of love while
acknowledging the rarity of
true passion and SHOKHI
AUR NAZAAKAT explores
the complexities of friendships
and relationships, emphasising

the delicate balance between
personal adornment and the
nurturing of meaningful
connections. GUFTGU
celebrates the beauty of
conversation, underscoring the
joy and liberation found in
sincere dialogues.
The collection also goes into
spiritual and philosophical
realms. Sections like
BANDAGI examine the
profound relationship between
the divine and the human,
illustrating the poet’s sense of
being cherished by a higher
power. Meanwhile, ROOH KI
BAATE.N offers reflections on
the soul’s journey, emphasising
its timeless nature and the
mysteries that lie beyond
human comprehension. Deep’s
poetic style is characterised by
its simplicity and depth,
employing everyday language

imbued with profound
insights, making her poetry
both accessible and thought-
provoking. The triglot format

enriches the reader’s
experience, enabling an
appreciation of the lyrical
beauty of Urdu poetry
alongside the Hindi and
English translations. Deep’s
interpretative freedom is
evident as she revisits her
original thoughts, presenting
them with renewed clarity and
emotion.
Ahbaab is a beautiful journey
of shayari that reaches deep
into the reader’s heart. It

directly captures the essence of
the reader’s experience,
making every section a
magical reflection of human
emotion. Each piece of poetry
in the book brings to light the
significance of those who are
no longer part of one’s life,
showcasing the stages of
emotions that words often fail
to describe. Aman Deep’s heart
and mind are palpably present
in her work, revealing the
challenges and beauty of
writing a collection so deeply
rooted in human connection.
The book, originally written in
Urdu, carries a profound
resonance with the human
mind and heart, with each line
reflecting a deeper connection.
The translations into English
and Hindi adding another
layer of depth to the work.
Each chapter establishes a

profound connection with
every line of the poem,
touching the reader’s heart and
evoking wonder at the magic
embedded in the words. This
intricate interplay of emotion
and language makes  Ahbaab a
remarkable and unforgettable
literary journey.
In addition, it is a poignant and
introspective compilation that
beautifully captures the myriad
shades of human emotions and
experiences. The triglot
presentation enhances its
uniqueness, making it a
significant contribution to
contemporary poetry. With
themes ranging from love and
beauty to spirituality and
philosophical musings,
Ahbaab invites readers to
embark on a reflective journey,
enriching an appreciation for
the simple yet profound

moments in life. Deep’s
authentic poetic voice
resonates deeply, making
Ahbaab a must-read for poetry
enthusiasts and anyone
interested in exploring the
depths of human connections.
Arguably, Ahbaab stands as a
tribute to Aman Deep’s literary
prowess and her ability to
weave complex human
emotions into poetic forms.
The collection’s unique triglot
format, combined with its
profound thematic
explorations, ensures that it
will leave a lasting impression
on readers, inviting them to
reflect on their own
connections and experiences.
This is a collection not to be
missed, offering a rich and
resonant journey through the
landscape of human emotions.
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