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The Supreme Court on
Thursday directed the

National Testing Agency
(NTA) to publish the city
and centre-wise results of
this year’s NEET-UG exam
on their website, masking
the identity of the
candidates, by 12 noon of
July 20 (Saturday). The top
court will resume hearing
the arguments on July 22 on
a batch of pleas seeking
cancellation, re-test and a
court-monitored probe into

the allegations of large-scale
malpractices in the
prestigious test held on May
5.
“We direct the NTA to
publish the marks obtained
by students at the UG-2024
NEET examination, while, at
the same time, without
disclosing the identity of the
students. The result should
be declared city and centre
wise by 12 noon on July 20,
2024 and shall be uploaded
on the website of the NTA,”
the bench, also comprising
Justices JB Pardiwala and
Manoj Misra, said in its

order. “We want the identity
of students be masked. You
can have dummy roll
numbers. But let us see it
centre-wise what is the
marks pattern,” the bench
said.
The call for city-and centre-
wise results underlines the
focus this hearing has taken
a deep-dive into data about
the precise number of
students who sat for the
exam and passed, as well as
the number who have asked
for a re-test or for results to
be scrapped, and those
opposing any intervention.
The bench noted the counsel
for the petitioners have
submitted that it would be
appropriate if the result of
NEET-UG 2024 examination
was published on the NTA
website so as to bring about
transparency with regard to
centre-wise marks obtained
by candidates. 
It also said material
collected by the Bihar Police
and the report of its
Economic Offences Wing
(EOW), before the
investigation was taken over
by the CBI, shall be filed in
the court by 5 pm on July 20.
At the outset, the bench said
it has prioritised the hearing
on the pleas over other cases
as these have “social
ramifications” and lakhs of
students are waiting for the
outcome.
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Two passengers were killed
and 20 injured when eight

coaches of the Chandigarh-
Dibrugarh Express derailed
near Gonda in Uttar Pradesh
on Thursday.  
A railway bulletin said in the
wake of the accident, three
trains were being run on
diverted route. The diverted
trains are 15707 Katihar-
Amritsar Amrapali Express,
15603 Guwahati-Jammu Tawi
Amarnath Express and 15910
Lalgarh-Dibrugarh Avadh
Assam Express. 
Gonda District Magistrate
Neha Sharma, who reached
the spot, said eight coaches of
the train got derailed. He said
the injured are being rushed to
hospital and relief operations
are on at the site. 
A 40-member medical team
and 15 ambulances are at the
spot and more medical teams
and ambulances are being

rushed there, Relief
Commissioner Kumar said.
Eyewitnesses said the loud
noise of the coaches leaving
the track and toppling over to
the left was followed by loud
cries of the passengers,
especially children. The
passengers started coming out
of the emergency windows
and doors of the tilted sleeper
coaches, and some went back
to pull out their belongings. In
the AC coaches, passengers
helped each other break the
window panes and pull out
those injured or stuck.
Passengers had to wade
through knee-deep water in
the fields on either side of the
track to reach the nearby
approach road. Others,
shocked by the accident or
injured, sat on the track itself,
waiting to be rescued. When
police teams reached the spot,
officials made
announcements asking people
to stay away from the
damaged coaches. 
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In an interesting development,
the Karnataka Government on

Thursday ordered closure of a
mall for seven days after a farmer
was allegedly denied entry owing
to his attire — a ‘dhoti’ and a
white shirt — an incident which
drew strong condemnation from
members cutting across party
lines in the Legislative Assembly.
The Government also termed the
alleged insult to the farmer as an
infringement on “dignity and self
respect”, and said it cannot be
tolerated.
“I checked with the BBMP
(Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara
Palike) commissioner as to what
can be done. The Government
has the powers. Action will be
taken against the (G T World)

mall in accordance with law
immediately and we will ensure
that the mall is closed for seven
days,” Urban Development
Minister Byrathi Suresh told the
House.
Social Welfare Minister HC
Mahadevappa said the incident is
condemnable. “For every
individual self respect and
dignity are important, this has
been violated, and the
Government will take action,”
said the Minister. The incident
reportedly happened on Tuesday
when septuagenarian Fakeerappa
from Haveri district visited the
mall, along with his wife and son
to watch a movie at a multiplex.
Fakeerappa was reportedly
wearing white shirt and ‘panche’
(dhoti), and the security staffer at
the mall allegedly told him and
his son that he won’t be allowed

inside in a ‘panche’, and asked
him to “wear trousers and come.”
Earlier, Assembly Speaker U T
Khader raised the issue and asked
the Government to take action.
“I saw in the media that a youth

from the rural area, who is
studying here in Bengaluru,
when he took his father wearing
‘panche’ — which is the
traditional attire of Karnataka —
to show him the mall, he was not

let in because of the attire. This is
highly condemnable and strict
action should be taken by the
government, which becomes a
lesson for all malls,” he said.
“Merciless action should be
taken, however big the mall
owner or management is,” the
Speaker said. “We have nothing
to do with them, we have to show
that the super rich owning malls
are not important for us, and it is
the common man, poor and last
person of the society who are
leading a life with self esteem are
important,” he said.
Congress MLA Laxman Savadi,
stating that mere condemnation
won’t help, urged the
Government to at least cut the
power supply to the mall for a
week.
Ranebennur Congress MLA
Praksh Koliwad, noting that the

farmer belongs to a village in his
constituency, said, “The farmer
has given education to all his nine
children, one of his son is
studying MBA here in Bengaluru
and the son wanted to take his
father to show him the mall. The
farmer was disrespected for his
attire and the mall should be
closed down.”
Congress MLA and chief whip
from the ruling side Ashok
Pattan suggested that action
should also be taken on private
clubs in Bengaluru, which
impose dress code.
Leader of Opposition R Ashoka
said such issues have been
discussed in the House earlier
too, “but what’s the result? “ The
Speaker or the Government will
have to issue some orders, which
should be implemented strictly by
the secretaries and bureaucrats.
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While gradually inducting
more troops on ground

zero, the Indian Army is
preparing for the long haul
ahead of flushing out
Pakistani terrorists occupying
‘Jammu Heights’.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi also reviewed the
current security situation in
Jammu in the wake of number
of terrorist attacks in the past
weeks.  He chaired a meeting
of Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS), which
includes Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh and Home
Minister Amit Shah.
Adopting offensive posturing
the Indian Army has already
rushed additional troops to be
deployed along the higher
reaches of the Kathua district
bordering Himachal Pradesh
to plug the gaps and block the
escape routes of infiltrating
terrorists.
Troop deployment is also
being reviewed across the
frontier districts of Rajouri
and Poonch as the region has
witnessed repeated ambushes
on army trucks and patrol
parties since October 2021.
The security forces are also
contemplating setting up
additional posts in the upper
reaches of the Doda and
Kishtwar districts to block the
traditional routes of crossing
into the Kashmir valley.  
As per the preliminary
assessment made by the
different agencies, part of the
multi-layered security grid in
Jammu and Kashmir, the
involvement of ex-Pak army

regulars along with a well-
trained cadre of Jaish-e-
Mohammad (JeM) terrorist
outfit cannot be ruled out
behind these attacks.
Most of these ambushes were
planned and executed under
the same command structure
and the desired objective was
to inflict maximum casualties
on the Indian security forces
to spread the ‘Arc of terror’
across the peaceful Jammu
region.  
Before the four soldiers were
martyred in the Dessa forest
area of Doda, five soldiers
were ambushed by Pakistani
terrorists in the Badnota area
of Machhedi in the Billawar
tehsil of Kathua on July 8.
The security grid along the
International border has been
kept in a state of high alert to
prevent fresh infiltration
attempts from across the
border.  
Meanwhile, two terrorists
were killed as security forces
foiled a fresh infiltration bid

along the Line of Control in
Jammu and Kashmir’s
Kupwara district on
Thursday.
In a post on X, the Srinagar-
based Chinar Corps said, “An
infiltration attempt has been
successfully prevented with
the elimination of two
terrorists today on the LoC in
Keran Sector, Kupwara. Anti
Infiltration Operations are
continuing”.
In Doda, two Army personnel
were injured when a group of
terrorists lobbed a grenade
and opened indiscriminate
firing on the Government
school building where these
soldiers had taken a
temporary shelter during the
night.
According to official
sources, the information
about the presence of
soldiers in the school
complex may have been
shared by the local
associates of the terrorists in
the Kastigarh area of Doda. 

Express coach derailment
in UP leaves two dead

SC directs NTA to upload NEET UG
results on its portal by July 20th

India issues advisory
after shocking Bangladesh

quota protests
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India on Thursday issued an advisory to
its nationals and students in

Bangladesh, urging them to restrict
movement outside their living premises.
The advisory comes in the wake of the
ongoing quota violence across parts of
the country claiming six lives. India also
issued some 24-hour emergency
numbers.
“In view of the ongoing situation in
Bangladesh, the Indian community
members and the Indian students
residing in Bangladesh are advised to
avoid travel and minimise their
movement outside their living premises,”
the advisory read.
“In case of any urgency or need for
assistance, please reach out to the High
Commission and our Assistant High

Commissions,” it stated.  There were
approximately 7,000 Indians in
Bangladesh, according to the High
Commission’s website.
On Wednesday, student protesters
demanding reforms in the quota system
in government jobs announced plans to
enforce a complete nationwide shutdown
on Thursday in response to the actions of
the security forces. The clashes left at
least six people, including four students,
dead across the country.
A key coordinator of the movement, Asif
Mahmud, in a Facebook post, said all
establishments, barring hospitals and
emergency services, will remain closed,
and only ambulance services will be
permitted to operate.
The movement urges students from all
educational institutions to participate
and calls on guardians to support their
cause, a newspaper reported.
Meanwhile, authorities called out the
paramilitary Border Guard Bangladesh
(BGB) troops in four major cities after
hundreds of policemen in riot gear
fanned out in public university campuses
across the country.

Disgraced daughter Puja
Khedkar leads mother into
remand, father on the run
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Within days after controversial
probationary IAS officer Puja

Khedkar was shunted back to her
Mussoorie-based alma mater on
disciplinary grounds, the police arrested
her mother Manorama Khedkar on
Thursday for allegedly threatening some
farmers at gunpoint to grab their land at
Mulshi taluka in Pune district.
Manorama — who had been absconding
for nearly a week after
a video showing her
threatening farmers at
Mulshi in a bid to
usurp their land went
viral — was traced to a
small lodge, Parvati
Niwas, near Mahad
town in Raigad
district where the visiting Pune rural
police reached and arrested her.
Manorama was later brought back to
Pune where a court Judicial Magistrate
First Class SG Barde remanded her in
police custody till July 20. A former
Sarpanch (village headwoman) of
Bhalgaon in Pune district, Manorama had
been staying at the lodge under a fake
name of ‘Indu Dnyandev Dhakane’ with
another person identified as ‘Dadasaheb
Dnyandev Dhakane’.  Acting on a
complaint lodged by farmer
Pandharinath Pasalkar (65), the Paud
police had registered a complaint against
Manorama and her husband Diliprao
Khedkar, both residents of National
Housing Society in Baner, and one
Ambadas Khedkar of Ambi village in
Haveli, and other unidentified persons. 
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After drawing fire from
various quarters,

including politicians, over
display of owners’ names
over the eateries enroute
Kanwar Yatra, the
Muzzaffarnagar Police on
Thursday issued fresh
advisory making it a
“voluntary” measure to put a
board of names of their
owners.
The Muzaffarnagar Police
said its intention was not to
create any kind of religious
discrimination but only to
facilitate the devotees
passing through
Muzaffarnagar district and
prevent any untoward
situation. “During the holy
month of Shravan, many
people, especially
Kanwariyas, abstain from
certain food items in their
diet,” the Muzaffarnagar
Police stated through its

social media posts.
“In the past, such instances
have come to light where
some shopkeepers selling all
types of food items on
Kanwar Marg named their
shops in such a way that it
created confusion among the
Kanwariyas and created a law
and order situation. 
To prevent such a
recurrence, hotels, dhabas
and shopkeepers selling food
items on Kanwar Marg have
been requested to voluntarily
display the names of their
owners and employees... This
system has been prevalent in
the past, too,” the advisory
further said.
The fresh advisory came
after the administration’s
earlier order asking eateries,
including roadside carts, to
display the names of the
owners in front of their
shops faced severe
criticism. Police personnel
had also started to enforce
the order.
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Aday after political activities
were reported from Uttar

Pradesh, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thursday
reached out to the party
workers to boost the sagging
morale after not so good
performance in the just
concluded general elections in
which BJP could not secure
majority on its own to form the
Government just like it did
comfortably in 2014 and then
in 2019.
Sources said Modi reached the
BJP headquarters in the
evening and moved around the
party’s huge complex on DDU
Marg and chatted impromptu
with many of the workers. The

PM also visited a few offices of
party workers and then moved
on to interact with the party
workers and volunteers in a
conference hall.
Modi interacted with them in
what is being seen as his
appreciation for their work
following his return to power
for a third straight term.
Hailing their contributions,
Modi said he will continue to
meet them in future.  Modi was
greeted by BJP president J P
Nadda as he arrived at its
headquarters. 
“He was too glad to meet us
and personally identified many
of us to whom he said he has
been knowing several of the
dedicated workers for more
than five decades now. He

reminisced some of the chit
chats and also cracked jokes
while recalling some of the
events that happened in the
closed premises of the party
headquarters which was earlier
at Ashoka Road in Lutyen’s,”
said a worker attached to a
party General Secretary while
quoting the PM. 
He mentioned that Modi told
them to continue working with
the same zeal as it is their sole
contribution for making BJP
the largest political party of the
world, another worker said,
quoting the PM.
This gesture is not
unprecedented, as Modi has
similarly met and thanked
party workers following the
2014 and 2019 Lok Sabha
elections, aiming to boost
morale and recognise their
contributions.
The BJP, known for its robust
cadre-based structure, upholds
a tradition of top leadership
engaging directly with ground-
level workers to bolster their
efforts. 
In the 2024 Lok Sabha
elections, the party lost its
parliamentary majority,
securing 240 seats, a decrease
of 63 seats compared to their
2019 performance. Notably, in
the crucial State of Uttar
Pradesh, the party’s seat count
dropped from 61 in the
previous term to 33 in this
election.
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Army prepares for long haul in Jammu 

Religion display on stalls on UP
highways to help Kanwars eat right
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SOCIAL CANVAS

Let Odisha execute Action Plan for SCs, STs in Budget 24-25

MANAS JENA

T
he ongoing consultation for
Budget 2024-2025 by the
Government of Odisha

must not be  a ritual to follow like
their predecessors; rather it  must
include real concerns with the spe-
cial allocations for the Dalits and
Adivasis, which represent a consid-
erable segment of Odisha's  popu-
lation.

The concept of  a separate allo-
cation in the budget for SCs and
STs has been mandated by the erst-
while Planning Commission dur-
ing the 5th five year plan. This is
called the Development Action
plan for Scheduled Castes (DAPSC)
and Development action plan for
Scheduled Tribes (DAPST) in place
of  Scheduled Caste Sub Plan and
the Tribal Sub Pan used earlier.
Under this provision, funds are ear-
marked in the annual Budget by
both the Union and State Govern-
ments for the welfare of SCs and
STs. In the early eighties, the then
Planning Commission observed
that the annual budgetary spend-
ing  of different Ministries and
departments did not equally ben-
efit  all sections of people, espe-

cially the SCs and STs.
As per 2011 Census, the SCs and

STs constitute about one- fourth of
the population of our country but
ironically, the development of this
segment of population has been
historically neglected for a number
of reasons. So, in order to bridge
the development gap between SCs
/STs and other advanced social
groups and to ensure their inclu-
sion in the Government's planned

developmental spending, a special
component plan outlay within the
total State plan expenditure was
made. The allocation percentage
was decided on the basis of their
population percentage. Unfortu-
nately, such an important plan of
the Government that is directly
connected to the development of
the marginalised groups has not
been grounded effectively even af-
ter more than 40 years of its exist-
ence. There is no foolproof mecha-
nism to track the fund allocation
and its utilization by different de-
partments. However, every year
there are notional allocations only.

The replacement of the Planning
Commission with NITI Aayog in
2015 has changed the business rules
and the implementation process. In
the new arrangement, the Minis-
try of Finance, MSJE and MoTA
have  to monitor these provisions
based on the overall framework
developed by  NITI Aayog. From
the budget year 2017-2018, the
planned and non-planned expen-
diture have been merged. In the
new arrangement a total of 39
ministry departments for SCs and

42 departments for STs have been
allocating funds under different
schemes (about 250 schemes), ex-
clusively for their inclusion. The
total Budget allocation of the
schemes and programmes under dif-
ferent ministries and departments
where DAPSC allocation has been
made during the year 2022-2023 is
Rs 9.04,541 crore out of which Rs
1,42,342 crore has been allocated for
the welfare of SCs which is 15.74
percent of the total allocation un-
der the identified schemes. Similarly,
42 ministries have allocated Rs
87,584 crore out of total Rs
12,28,361 crore in the year 2022-
2023 under different central schemes
and central supported schemes for
welfare of STs which is 7.13 percent
of the total budget.

The NITI Aayog has issued guide-
lines for earmarking of funds but
mostly these are advisories in the
absence of legislative backing to fix
accountability.  There has been a
demand to introduce a suitable cen-
tral legislation to make the provi-
sion meaningful,but things are get-
ting delayed in the absence of the
political will.

The States, such as Karnataka, AP
and Telengana, have enacted legis-
lation in their States for better
monitoring of the Subplan funds.
The AP SCSP and TSP (planning,
allocation and utilization of finan-
cial resources Act 2012 and the
Karnataka SCSP and TSP (Plan-
ning ,allocation and utilization of
financial resources )Act 2013 are
seen as  the right step to ensure ef-
fective implementation of funds
under various schemes.

What is the Government of
Odisha doing on this matter?

In this context, the 17th Lok
Sabha Parliamentary Committee
on the welfare of SCs and STs, com-
prising 30 MPs from both Houses,
in their report noticed a number of
anomalies in the implementation
of the plan. While examining the
schemes under allocation for the
welfare of SCs and STs  under dif-
ferent centrally-sponsored schemes
and central sector schemes, the
committee headed by its Chairper-
son, Dr Kirit Premi Bhai Solanki,
MP, has recommended that all State
Governments should be instructed
to submit annual reports giving

details of sector-wise and scheme-
wise financial and physical targets
achieved for better transparency
and accountability. The committee
also observed that many of the
schemes have failed to deliver de-
sirable results due to lack of effec-
tive management among the Min-
istries, the NITI Aaayog and the
State Government. The commit-
tee has taken note of non-alloca-
tion of funds  in proportion to the
population by many States, such as
Assam and Jharakhand. Referring
to a report of CAG,   it is observed
that funds earmarked for SCs and
STs have been diverted for other
purposes.

Though the Finance Ministry has
instructed to all concerned that the
appropriation of funds from SC and
ST heads to other head is barred.
The funds in some cases have been
diverted to such institutions which
are no way related to the develop-
ment of SCs and STs. The most
shocking part of it was the
nonutilisation of funds within the
financial year and its return. The
committee has also observed that
there have been notional allocations

in the Budget, but the real spend-
ing is much less. There were also
delays in release of funds affecting
timely implementation of schemes
and funds remain largely
unutilised.

It is denial of  development to
socially marginalised sections by
denying them of their due share in
the budget. It has a bearing on the
livelihood and living standards of
these  people. In recent times, the
Government of India has started
an online e-utthaan programme
under Public Finance Management
System to track the spending but
this is more as generating data with-
out addressing the real issues.
Therefore, the advisory, guideline
and executive instructions which
are not being followed by the min-
istries and States in true letter and
spirit must be replaced by  legisla-
tion to mitigate the issues of non-
implementation and the violation
of provisions.Along with legisla-
tion, the Government must en-
courage social audit and involve
people at each stage, from planning
to impact assessment.
(manasbbsr15@gmail.com)

Inner Ratna Bhandar chamber again reopens Adhara Pana offered to Lords

Heavy rains predicted in State for 3 days

‘Food processing a thriving sector in Odisha’

Contractors lodge FIR again
Naveen, ex-Ministers

All BJP promises to be fulfilled: CM

After valuable are
shifted, repair of
Bhandar to be
done by ASI
PNS     �����   PURI

As per an earlier decision,
the Ratna Bhandar, the trea-
sury of the Jagannath Temple
here, was reopened again at
9.51 am on Thursday for shift-
ing of the ornaments and valu-
ables stored inside the inner
chamber of the Bhandar.

After offering prayers be-
fore the Lord Jagannath and
His siblings on their chariots
near the temple, the commit-
tee set up by the State Govern-
ment for the purpose entered
the temple around 9 am and
reopened it at the scheduled
auspicious time of 9.51 am.

Puri Collector Siddharth
Shankar Swain informed that
the authorised members en-
tered into the treasury with
traditional attires. If the shift-
ing work is not completed on
the day, the further work
would be undertaken as per the
SOP.

Meanwhile, Puri Gajapati
Maharaja Dibyasingha Deb
visited the Ratna Bhandar to
supervise the ongoing works.

Speaking to mediapersons,
he said, "The Khatasheja Ghara
is being used as a temporary
strong room. Ornaments and
valuables from the inner cham-

ber of Ratna Bhandar will be
shifted to the Khatasheja Ghara
amid high security."

After shifting of the valu-
ables, the Khatasheja room
would be sealed and repair
work of the Bhandar would be
done by the ASI, he said.

He informed that the valu-
ables' inventory work would
begin only after the repair
work is completed by the ASI
and the valuables are restored
inside the Ratna Bhandar.

Deb said the almirahs and
chests inside the inner cham-
ber of Ratna Bhandar are in-
tact and the process of mov-
ing and shifting has already
begun. Once the almirahs are
removed, the ASI can ascer-
tain whether any secret cham-
ber is there inside the Ratna
Bhandar or not.

"High-security systems like
installation of CCTVs and spe-
cial secure doors have been used
at the temporary strong room.
Today, all the ornaments and
valuables will be kept inside;
after that, the room will be
locked and sealed. As per the
Temple Rules, the SJTA Chief
Administrator will deposit the
keys in treasury," Deb said.

Last time, the treasury was
opened on July 14 at 1.28 pm.
On that day, the ornaments
and valuables of the outer
chamber of Bhandar were
shifted to a strong room. Now,
the valuables of the inner
chamber are shifted to another
strong room. After proper
scanning, the Ratna Bhandar
will be handed over to the ASI
to carry out required repair
works.

Niladri Bije today
PNS     �����   PURI

A day after Suna Besha
when the sibling deities of
Shree Jagannath Temple here
began glittering in golden at-
tires, huge pots filled with
sweet drinks were carried onto

the three chariots as offerings
on Thursday.

This ritual of Adhara Pana
literally translates as Adhara -
Lip and Pana - Juice. The
terracotta pots were placed on
each chariot parked near the
Lions Gate of the temple. The
pots reach up to the Lords' lips.

The nine pots are then bro-
ken to liberate the souls/spir-
its and other invisible beings
residing in the chariots. Devo-
tees are forbidden to partake
it.

The Niladri Bije (the Lords'
return to the temple) ritual will
be performed on Friday.

PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

Utkal Gaurav Madhusudan
Das, who was born in this area,
played an important role in the
formation of modern Odisha
and formation of the State on
the basis of language.
Ganakabi Baishnab Pani en-
riched Odia literature, culture
and Asmita, said Chief Minis-
ter Mohan Charan Majhi at
the diamond jubilee celebra-
tion of Ahmad Bux Govern-
ment High School in
Nischintakoili on Thursday.

Majhi said the school set up
in the name of Zamindar
Ahmad Bux has earned fame
in Cuttack district for impart-

ing quality education. In the
coming days, the school
would be turned into a model
school and all its problems
would be solved.

The CM said his govern-
ment is a "people's govern-
ment". In the last 24 years,
leave alone shaking hands
with the then Chief Minis-
ter, people could not see him.
After coming to power, the
BJP government has taken
many decisions including the
opening of the four gates of
the Shreemandir within 24
hours of taking oath. What-
ever promises have been
made by the BJP would be
fulfilled.

As low pressure
forms over BoB
PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

As predicted by the India
Meteorological Department

(IMD), a low-pressure area has

formed over the central and

adjoining north Bay of Ben-

gal on Thursday,

As per the IMD, the low-

pressure area is likely to be-

come more marked and move

north-westwards towards the

Odisha coast during the next

two days.

The weather office has is-

sued an Orange warning for

heavy to very heavy rainfall
in several districts of the State
in the next three days.

On Friday, heavy to very
heavy rainfall (7 to 20cm) is
very likely to occur at one or
two places in the districts of
Koraput, Malkangiri, Gajapati
and Ganjam, said the IMD is-
suing an Orange warning.

Besides, heavy rainfall (7 to
11cm) is very likely to occur
at one or two places in the dis-
tricts of Rayagada,
Nabarangpur, Kalahandi,
Kandhamal, Khordha,
Nayagarh and Puri, said the

weather office issuing a Yel-
low warning.

On Saturday, scattered
heavy to very heavy rainfall
(7 to 20 cm) with isolated ex-
tremely heavy rainfall (20cm)
is very likely to occur in the
districts of Kalahandi,
Nabarangpur ans Koraput, said
the IMD issuing a Yellow warn-
ing.

Also, heavy rainfall (7 to
11cm) is very likely to occur
at one or two places in the dis-
tricts of Nuapada, Balangir,
Subarnapur, Nayagarh,
Khordha, Bhadrak,
Jagatsinghpur, Kendrapada

and Cuttack, said the weather
office issuing a Yellow warn-
ing.

On Sunday, heavy to very
heavy rainfall (7 to 20cm) is
very likely to occur at one or
two places in the districts of
Boudh, Subarnapur and
Nayagarh. Besides, heavy rain-
fall (7 to 11cm) is very likely
to occur at one or two places
in the districts of Ganjam,
Gajapati, Kalahandi,
Kandhamal, Sambalpur,
Angul, Dhenkanal, Cuttack,
Khordha, Nuapada, Balangir,
Bargarh and Jajpur on the day,
said the IMD.

ICC holds talk
PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

The Indian Chamber of
Commerce (ICC), held a con-
ference on the prospects of the
food processing industry in
collaboration with the Union
Ministry of Industries here on
Tuesday.

 ICC Odisha State Council
Chairman JB Pany presided
over the function and said that
the food processing (FP) sec-
tor has emerged as an impor-
tant segment of the Indian
economy in terms of its con-
tribution to GDP, employ-
ment and exports. 

 During 2015-2022, FP sec-
tor has exhibited an Average
Annual Growth Rate (AAGR)

of around 7.3%, a robust
growth with record levels of
production.  There is an urgent
need for research and devel-
opment (R and D) for the sec-
tor to become more competi-
tive across the States and
worldwide as well, he opined. 

 Odisha is endowed with di-

verse agro-climatic conditions,
fertile soil, and ample water
resources, which support the
cultivation of a wide variety
of crops including rice, pulses,
oilseeds, fruits, vegetables,
spices, and marine products. 
These abundant agricultural
resources provide a strong

foundation for the food pro-
cessing industry in the State
to emerge as a significant con-
tributor to the State’s economy
since the sector has the poten-
tial to add significant value to
agricultural produce, reduce
post-harvest losses, and gen-
erate employment opportuni-

ties, especially in rural areas,
he added.

 ICC Agri and Food Process-
ing Committee Chairman
Sriram Panda gave detailed
information on the
programme. Harshita Joshi of
Invest India presented on
World Food India-2024. Addi-
tional Secretary, Union Minis-
try of Food Processing Indus-
tries Minhaj Alam as the chief
guest spoke about the various
initiatives of the Government
of India to promote the food
sector.

 To promote the upcoming
World Food India, which show-
cases the potential of the FP sec-
tor in global perspective, Alam
invited the Odisha Government
to participate in the mega event.

 He highlighted the various

components like exhibition,
buyer-seller meet, etc which will
occur during the 4-day event in
September. He also invited the
entrepreneurs and Startups from
the food fraternity from the
State to join and get global ex-
posure.

 Industry and MSME Prin-
cipal Secretary Hemant
Sharma as guest said pack-
aged food is in high demand
in the city. Many large food
processing companies have
opened units in Odisha.
Many MNCs want to enter
in franchise mode. So, entre-
preneurs of Odisha can take
advantage of this, he added,
saying further that the food
packaging industry has a fu-
ture as an entrepreneur can set
up with a small investment.

Allege cheating of
Odia contractors
PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

The All Odisha Contractors'
Association on Thursday
lodged a complaint against
former Chief Minister and
present Leader of Opposition
Naveen Patnaik and seven
others at the Mancheswar po-
lice station here.

Besides Naveen, the associa-
tion filed the FIR against other
six BJD leaders, Niranjan
Pujari, Prafulla Mallik, Pratap
Jena, Sudam Marndi, Susanta
Singh and Raghunandan Das
and Works Department Prin-
cipal Secretary Vir Vikram
Yadav.

The association has alleged
that its members had staged a
demonstration in 2019 over a
10-point charter of demands.
The then government formed
a committee and assured to
fulfill the demands. Based on
the assurances by the former
Chief Minister, the association
subsequently called off their
agitation on November 17,
2019. However, the demands
of the association were not

fulfilled in the subsequent four
years.

"The committee blatantly
cheated contractors with
malafide intention. Te ex-
Chief Minister and ex-Minis-
ters indulged in a criminal
conspiracy and gave false as-
surance to fulfill the demands
of the association, thereby
committing criminal breach of
trust and causing irreparable
loss to the association and its
members," the association al-
leged in its complaint.

Nearly 15,000 members of
the association had staged a
demonstration in 2019; but so
far, the demands have not been
fulfilled, claimed the contrac-
tors.

"We wanted all works in
Odisha to be given to local
contractors besides other de-
mands. Despite repeated de-
mands, no step was taken by
the previous government and
the Works Secretary," alleged
a contractor.

"Due to some rules, we are
not getting contracts at the
right prices. We want imple-
mentation of schedule rate so
that all contractors can get
work," said another member.
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12 KIIT STUDENTS QUALIFY FOR PARIS OLYMPICS
Bhubaneswar: In a big achievement for the KIIT Deemed to
be University here, its 12 students have successfully qualified
for the Paris Olympics 2024 beginning July 26, bringing pride

and joy to the institution. The KIIT is the first university in
the country to be sending the largest contingent of athletes.
KIIT and KISS founder Dr Achyuta Samanta announced Rs 7
lakh to each of the athletes, encouraging them to give their
best in the field and bring glory to the country.

DURGAMADHAB GRANTHABALI DEDICATED TO READERS
Bhawanipatna: Durgamadhab Granthabali, edited by Dr D
Acharya and G Pradhan, was dedicated to the readers in a
ceremony here. The event was graced by chief guest Prof
Sanjaya Satpathy, Vice-Chancellor of MM University, in the

presence of Maharaja of Kalahandi Ananta Pratap Deo and
other dignitaries. Prof Satpathy provided a comprehensive
account of the history of the drama movement in Odisha,
highlighting the significant contributions of Birbikram Deo
of Khariar and Durga Madhab Deo of Rampur. The book is a
collection of five dramas, some poems, a travelogue on
Kalahandi, two prose pieces and a compilation of Kui words
with their meanings, all authored by Durga Madhab Deo.
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Woman Postal
staff found
hanging
PNS     �����   BRAHMAPUR

A woman Postal employee
was found hanging in her
room on Thursday morning at
Arabinda Nagar in the Buguda
area of Ganjam district.

The deceased was identified
as Rashmita Behera, a native
of Sorona village of Tangi
Tehsil in Khordha district.
Behera had been employed at
the Buguda post office and was
residing at Arabinda Nagar in
a rented accommodation.

Police were informed by the
house owner as Behera did not
open the door when he
knocked at it. When a police
team broke open the door, they
found Behera hanging from a
ceiling fan in her room.

The Buguda police have reg-
istered a case of unnatural
death and are investigating to
ascertain what circumstances
led the woman to take the ex-
treme step.

NIST Univ talkNIST Univ talkNIST Univ talkNIST Univ talkNIST Univ talk

Significance of AI, Data
Science highlighted

Railway flyover project in Sambalpur

Another gets 20-
yr RI for same
offence
AKSHAY ROUT     �����   JAJPUR

The Jajpur Additional Dis-

trict and Sessions Judge,

POCSO Court, on Thursday

convicted a man for raping a

minor girl in 2022 and sen-

tenced him to life imprison-

ment.

The court also imposed a

fine of Rs 1.20 lakh on the

convict Sambhunath Mallik,

a resident of the Jajpur police

station area. If he defaults in
paying the fine, Mallik has to
undergo another 16 months'
imprisonment.

Apart from sentencing
Mallik based on depositions
recorded by 18 witnesses, the
court directed the District Le-
gal Services Authority (DLSA)
to pay a compensation of Rs 7
lakh to the rape survivor.

 Mallik had raped the vic-
tim while she had gone to his
betel shop.

In another incident, the
Jajpur Special POCSO Court
convicted one Nirmal Mallik,
a resident of Mangalpur po-

lice station in the district, in a
minor girl rape case and
awarded him 20 years of rig-
orous imprisonment (RI).

The court convicted him
based on statements re-
corded by six witnesses.
Nirmal was also directed to
pay a fine of Rs 1,000 on him
and in default to undergo im-
prisonment for two more
months. The District Legal
Services Authority was also
asked to pay a compensation
of Rs 7 lakh to the rape survi-
vor. Mallik had raped the girl
in 2021 after finding her
alone.

PNS     �����   JHARSUGUDA

A day after Revenue and
Disaster Management Minis-
ter Suresh Pujari said that ille-
gally encroached land by rich
and influential would be freed
on priority, some encroach-
ments were demolished in the
Bandhabahal area of
Jharsuguda on Thursday.

Bulldozers  were used by the
local administration to demol-
ish the illegal structures built
by an history-sheeter, Md
Sonu, who had been booked
under the Arms Act and the
IPC on multiple occasions.

Other members of Sonu's

family were booked in at least
30 cases by the police. They
had built a garage, a meat
shop, a ration shop and an-
other illegal structure at Indira
Awas Colony at Bandabahal
under the Banharpali police
station.

Additional Tehsildar
Kulamani Dalei said Sonu had
encroached government land

and constructed illegal struc-
tures. All of these were identi-
fied and demolished. "Similar
action will be initiated against
all encroachers in the locality,"
he said. Earlier, Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi had di-
rected the district Collectors to
take possession of government
lands encroached in rural and
urban areas.

RAJESH BEHERA     �����
KENDRAPADA

At least 50 families of
Bankuala and Durgaparasad
villages, who have been resid-
ing for long by encroaching
on revenue and forest land
along with six hotel owners
under Rajnagar block within
the Bhitarkanika National
Park were served eviction no-
tices by the Revenue Depart-
ment recently. As a result, the
villagers are on tenterhooks.

 Ramachandra Mallick of
Bankuala village said, “The
marauding sea has devoured
our homestead land in the 90s,
forcing several of us to settle
in Bankuala. Now, a notice has
been served to leave the forest
land. Consequently, a fear
of displacement once again
looms large over us.”

 Similarly, another fellow

villager, Basanta Mandal said
the erstwhile King of
Rajkanika had granted land
Pattas to their grandfathers in
the 1930s. The officials, with-
out verifying records, have la-
belled several fellow villagers as
encroachers and issued eviction
notices.

 “We have been residing
over the last many years in these
villages. If we are evicted, where
will we go with our family? We
will protest the eviction drive
for sure,” stated several villag-
ers, who were served notices.

 Tehsildar of Rajanagar Ajay
Kumar Mohanty
served the encroachment no-
tices under section 9 of Odisha
Prevention of Land Encroach-
ment Act, 1972 to six hotel
owners who have set up hotels
by encroaching on forest land.
Besides this, notices were served
to 50 persons of Bankuala and

Durgaprasad villages for en-
croaching on the forest and
revenue land. It has been di-
rected to the encroachers to
appear before the Tehsildar of
Rajnagar on July 20 and 23 to
submit their stand and objec-
tions.

 According to Tehsildar
Mohanty, allegations were ear-
lier made before the district
Collector and DFO of Rajnagar
Mangrove (forest) and wildlife
division that several hotels have
come up near Bhitarkanika
National Park main gate by
encroaching Government and
forest land. As a result, on July
9, a joint inquiry was
conducted by the Revenue and
Forest departments with the
help of the local police.

 The local administration
organised a land survey with
the presence of Tehsildars of
Rajnagar, Pattamundai, the

ACF, SDPO of Pattamundai,
Rajnagar IIC and police
force. During the land survey
it came to the notice that Ho-
tel Satya Priya, Hotel Red
Crab, Hotel Bhitarkanika and
Kanika Sundari Resort were set
up after encroaching on forest
land. Whereas Mangrove Pitta
Homestay Hotel has en-
croached on revenue land,
some portion of Hotel Swad has
been set up in forest land. The
50 persons of Bankuala and
Durgaprasad villages also en-
croached on the forest land and
converted the land into home-
stead.

 “Increasing congestion on
the main road to Bhitarkanika
has become a major concern,
with the setting up of illegal
hotels. Legal action will be
taken against those who refuse
to vacate the land,” Tehsildar
Mohanty warned.

In KeonjharIn KeonjharIn KeonjharIn KeonjharIn Keonjhar
Misappropriation of funds by ITDA

Many have to go
to private facility
SIBDAS KUNDU     �����   BALESWAR

Patients depending on the
District Headquarters Hospi-
tal for availing free healthcare
facilities, especially the radiol-
ogy-related investigations, are
facing a tough time as the DR
(digital radiology ) is out of
order for about a month.

The patients, including  the
indoor ones, are facing diffi-
culties for the X-ray as the DR
room is shut for about a month
since its roof is found to be
leaking.

A staff of the DR unit said
the roof is leaking. Probably
the water leak is from the toi-
lets in the first floor which ac-
commodates orthopedics.

Since fear of short circuits
in the unit due to  water leak-
age is apprehended, the room
was closed and the DR is also
shut.

Regarding the issue, while
the problems were vented to
the Works Department, the
Works Department said it
would take some time to fix
the glitch.

In the want of the DR facil-

ity, the patients are depend-
ing only on the computed ra-
diology. As a result, a long
queue is seen every day before
the department while some
others are going  to private
hospitals to get the X Ray re-
ports.

"The digital radiology is
faster and more convenient.
Earlier  the X- rays were  con-
ducted through DR as well as
CR  and delivery was about
250 per day. Since the DR is
stopped due to seepage in the
roof  and CR is only effective,

only 100 patients are being
attended," said one staff mem-
ber of X- Ray unit.

Chief District Medical  Of-
ficer Dulalsen Jagdev said that
the Works Department would
soon take up the work and fin-
ish it.

Meanwhile, reports also
added that in the DHH besides
fans and ACs, the CCTVs  are
out of order in most locations
and departments. Some of
them are unserviceable  for
months and not repaired, it is
alleged.

288.61 cr
sanctioned
PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

The Ministry of Railways
has sanctioned ?288.61 crore
for construction of a railway
flyover connecting the
Sambalpur station to the
Sambalpur city station cover-
ing a distance of 8.10 km. The
infrastructure project aims to
enhance train operations and
alleviate congestion at these
critical junctions.

The flyover will facilitate si-
multaneous train movements
from all directions at

Sambalpur, easing train traf-
fic and ensuring hassle-free
operations towards Titilagarh,
Angul and Jharsuguda. The
project is part of the Energy
Corridor of Indian Railways.

Currently, cross-traffic from
the Jharsuguda, Titilagarh and
Angul directions leads to delays
and operational inefficiencies at
the Sambalpur junction and
Sambalpur city stations. The
construction of the flyover will
resolve these issues by enabling
simultaneous train movements
without surface crossings, thus
preventing detentions and en-
hancing overall train opera-
tional capabilities in the region.

Allegation of
Scam in MPLAD
fund
PNS     �����   KEONJHAR

It is alleged that the ITDA
(Integrated Tribal Develop-
ment Agency) whose primary
job is to look after the devel-
opment of tribal people by
executing durable jobs, is en-
gaged in misappropriation of
the funds allocated for the
same.

This has come to notice re-
cently when  the residents of
Magurgadia village protested
against the display board re-
garding the details of road
construction from Birabar
house to Amarbar Khatua

house for Rs 2,00,000  allo-
cated in the  MPLAD fund for
the year 2019- 2020.

The major complaint of the
residents is that no such road
has been made as displayed in
the board.

When ITDA officials were
contacted to know the details
of the allegation, there was no
response from their side. How-
ever, when Soumya Saswat
Mishra, PA, ITDA, was con-
tacted, he informed that he
would inquire into the matter.

Fishers
apprehend news
species to dent
dam's fish
population
besides affecting
ecology
RAJKUMAR SHARMA
�����   JHARSUGUDA

The fishermen in
Jharsuguda district are gearing
up for a large-scale protest
against the State
Government's introduction of
Tilapia pisciculture and cage
culture, known locally as the
Gheri system, in the Hirakud
reservoir.

The local fishing commu-
nity fears that these practices
could lead to the privatisation
of the reservoir, threatening
their primary source of liveli-

hood.
 The fishermen, whose fami-

lies depend on the reservoir for
sustenance, have voiced
strong objections to the intro-
duction of Tilapia, a fish spe-
cies native to Africa. Due to
limited initial awareness about
Tilapia's impact, the fishermen
and the general public were
initially slow to react. How-
ever, as understanding has
grown, so has the opposition.

 Dr Prasanta Kumar Nanda,
a local specialist, has warned
that the introduction of Tila-
pia could significantly reduce
the population of approxi-
mately 50 other fish species in
the reservoir. Dr Nanda also
emphasized the need for pub-
lic awareness campaigns to
educate the community about
the potential ecological risks.

 "The cage culture of Tila-
pia, if continued, will lead to a
decline in other fish species in

a few years. This practice will
also deter migratory birds,
which are attracted to the res-
ervoir for its diverse fish popu-
lation," Dr Nanda explained.
He also highlighted the envi-
ronmental degradation caused
by the dumping of ash and
industrial waste into the reser-
voir, further contaminating
the water.

 Historically, the fishermen
have formed five primary co-
operative societies encompass-
ing villages such as Tamdei,
Lachhipalli, Thebra,
Birenbandh, Ib, Bada Sarua,
and Mahammadpur. These so-
cieties, supporting around
10,000 fishermen, rely on the
reservoir's water levels, which
only allow fishing for six
months each year. During the
off-season, the fishermen face
severe economic hardship.

 The proliferation of over
fifty cage culture systems has

created significant obstacles
for traditional fishing prac-
tices.

Gopinath Majhi, a leader of
the Budi Anchal Area Agita-
tion Committee, urged the
Government to halt the Gheri
culture. He stressed that such
practices undermine the sacri-
fices made by the local fisher-
men for the reservoir's devel-
opment.

 "Our fishermen have sacri-
ficed everything for the
Hirakud reservoir. The
Government's current policies
are threatening their survival,"
Majhi stated.

 As the agitation gains mo-
mentum, the fishermen of
Jharsuguda district remain
resolute in their demand for
the preservation of their tradi-
tional fishing rights and the
prevention of further environ-
mental degradation in the
Hirakud reservoir.

Renders huge
service to society
PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

Eminent academicians on
Wednesday heaped accolades
on the Siksha 'O' Anusandhan
Deemed to be University
(SOA) for emerging as one of
finest institutions of higher
learning saying it has been
rendering a huge service to the
society at large.

"SOA has grown because of
visionary leadership and has
provided the educational sce-
nario a huge boost," Prof
Shreepad Karmalkar, Director
of IIT, Bhubaneswar, said while
addressing the 18th Founda-
tion Day programme of the
university here.

MLA Babu Singh, Vice-
Chancellor of Biju Patnaik
University of Technology Prof

Amiya Kumar Rath and Vice-
Chancellor of Odisha Univer-
sity of Technology and Re-
search (OUTR) Prof Bibhuti
Bhushan Biswal also graced the
occasion.

The speakers praised the
university's founder-president
Prof (Dr) Manojranjan Nayak
saying his visionary leadership
has contributed to the
institution's incredible growth
within a short span of time.

Prof Pradipta Kumar Nanda,
Vice-Chancellor of SOA, pre-

sided. Prof Karmalkar said the
SOA has been continuously
striving to excel and truly lives
up to its name which meant
'education' and 'research'.

Referring to the oft-asked
question why there are no
Nobel laureates from India,
Prof Karmalkar said he has
found a link between the read-
ing habits of a country and the
Nobel Prize. Israel and Hun-
gary are two countries where
the people are avid readers. The
average person in Israel reads

about 64 books a year while
Hungary has around 20,000
libraries with one library serv-
ing 500 people, he said, add-
ing that Israel and Hungary
have several Nobel Prize win-
ners.

The NAAC has re-accred-
ited the SOA with the highest
grade as the university main-
tained its quality while ben-
efitting the community. The
students who pass out from the
university are spread across the
world, he said.

3 guns, ammo, Rs
24L cash, cars
seized
NISHAN PATTNAIK     �����
JEYPORE

The Koraput police have
arrested 13 persons, including
four hardcore criminals, in
connection with the recent
kidnapping of a rice mill
owner, A Ramesh Patra, of
Kumuliput in the district.

Police seized three country-
made pistols, live ammuni-
tions, iron rods, two cars, a
bike and cash of Rs 24.80 lakh
from the possession of the ac-
cused.

The prime accused were
identified as Tulu Khosala and
Santosh Beniya. One accused,
Abhijeet Mahuria alias Jeet, has
12 cases registered against him
in different police station ar-

eas of the district.
 Patra, who owns Sri

Lakshmi Modern Rice Mill in
Perahandi, was returning
home in his car when the cul-
prits intercepted him near
Perahandi Chowk under
Boriguma block and kid-
napped him.

As Patra didn't return home,
his family members filed a
complaint with the
Borigumma police, which
managed to rescue the victim
after two days after conduct-
ing raids on several hideouts.

Sources said a ransom de-
mand of Rs 70 lakh had been
made to the victim's family
after the abduction. Patra's
family paid Rs 25 lakh to the
kidnappers out of which Rs
24.80 was recovered.

The SP said two more ac-
cused were still at large and
would be arrested soon.

PNS     �����   BRAHMAPUR

A comprehensive three-day
workshop on 'Manufacturing
and Industry 4.0' was inaugu-
rated at the NIST University
on Wednesday. Dr Subrata
Panda from the National In-
stitute of Technology (NIT),
Rourkela presided over the in-
augural meeting.

The inaugural event was
also graced by the Registrar of
the university Dr Bishnukar
Nayak and HR and head of ad-
ministration  Er Sayad
Suleman Ali.

Dr Prajapati Naik, the coor-
dinator of the programme, pro-
vided an elaborate overview of
the workshop's impact and ob-
jectives. Participants from vari-
ous institutes joined the work-
shop emphasizing the collabo-

rative spirit and shared interest
in advancing knowledge in
manufacturing and Industry
4.0. In a virtual address, presi-
dent of NIST University Dr
Sukant K Mohapatra discussed
the significant impact of Arti-
ficial Intelligence (AI) and Data
Science on Industry 4.0, un-
derscoring the importance of
these technologies in modern
industrial applications.

The three- days workshop
contributed featuring presen-
tations from renowned experts
like Professor Susanta Tripathy
and Dr Swayam Bikas Mishra
who delivered lecture focusing
on 3D printing and reverse
engineering.

 Dr Basanta Sahoo, co-coor-
dinator of the workshop, con-
cluded the inaugural session
with a vote of thanks.
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Flagging the issue of “decline in real wages”,
the Congress on Thursday said Prime

Minister Narendra Modi has been delivered a
“stinging rebuke by voters” in his efforts to reach
“400 paar” in the Lok Sabha but the Budget
offers him the chance to achieve “Asli 400 paar”
of a nationwide minimum wage of Rs 400 per
day.
Congress general secretary in-charge commu-
nications Jairam Ramesh said multiple data
sources, including the government's own offi-
cial statistics, are unanimous in showing that
workers can buy less today than they could 10
years ago.
“A combination of slow wage growth and back-
breaking inflation has caused an unprecedent-
ed decline in real wages (wages adjusted for
price rise),” he said in a statement.
Citing the government data of labour bureau's
wage rate index, Ramesh said real wages for
labourers stagnated between 2014 and 2023, and
in fact declined between 2019 and 2024.
He further cited the Ministry of Agriculture's
Agricultural Statistics to claim that under
Manmohan Singh, real wages for agricultural
labourers grew at 6.8 per cent each year, while
under Modi, real wages for agricultural labour-
ers declined by minus 1.3 per cent each year.
Citing Periodic Labour Force Survey Series,
Ramesh said the average real earnings over time
have stagnated between 2017 and 2022 across
all employment types - salaried workers, casu-

al workers, and self-employed workers
He further cited data from Centre for Labour
Research and Action to claim that real wages
of brick kiln workers have stagnated or declined
between 2014 and 2022. “Brick kilns involve
intensive labour and are a low-paying work of
last resort for India's poorest,” he said. 
To deliver justice to 'Shramiks', and to dispel this
cycle of stagnant wages, the Congress had guar-
anteed a nationwide minimum wage of Rs 400
per day of work in its 'Nyay Patra' manifesto,
he said.
“The self-anointed non-biological PM has
been delivered a stinging rebuke by voters in
his efforts to reach 400 paar in the Lok Sabha. 
The Union Budget offers him the chance to
achieve what the INC has called Asli 400 paar.
A nationwide minimum wage of Rs 400 per day
is an idea whose time has come,” Ramesh said.
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Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri will pay a two-day visit

to Bhutan beginning Friday, in
his first trip abroad after assum-
ing charge of the top post.
In Bhutanese capital Thimphu,
Misri will meet Prime Minister
Tshering Tobgay, Foreign
Minister DN Dhungyel and
Foreign Secretary Pema
Choden among others, the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) said while announcing
the visit.
The foreign secretary's visit
underscores the “highest pri-
ority” the government of India
attaches to its 'Neighbourhood
First' policy, it said. Misri will
also receive an audience with
Bhutanese King Jigme Khesar
Namgyel Wangchuck, accord-
ing to the MEA.
\In their talks, Misri and
Choden are expected to carry
out a comprehensive review of
the bilateral ties, including
issues having mutual security
interests, people familiar with
the visit said.
“Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri will pay an official visit to
Bhutan from July 19-20, which
will be his first visit abroad after
taking over as the foreign sec-
retary,” the MEA said.
“During the visit, Foreign
Secretary Misri will receive an
audience with His Majesty The
King of Bhutan. He will call on
the Prime Minister, Minister of
Foreign Affairs and External
Trade, and meet the foreign sec-
retary and other senior officials
of the Royal Government of
Bhutan,” it said.
The MEA said the two foreign
secretaries will also co-chair the
India-Bhutan development
cooperation talks. 
“The visit is in keeping with the
tradition of regular high-level
exchanges between India and
Bhutan, and underscores the
highest priority Government of
India attaches to its
'Neighbourhood First' Policy,” it
said in a statement. 
Last month, the Bhutanese

Prime Minister was among the
leaders of seven countries from
India's neighbourhood and the
Indian Ocean region who
attended the swearing-in cere-
mony of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the Union
council of Ministers.
Misri's visit to Thimphu also
comes against the backdrop of
China and Bhutan looking at an
expeditious resolution of their
festering boundary row that
could have implications for
India's security interests.
Around 10 months back,
Bhutan's then Foreign Minister
Tandi Dorji held talks with his
Chinese counterpart Wang Yi in
Beijing.
A Chinese readout on the talks
said Bhutan firmly abides by the
one-China principle and stands
ready to work with China for an
early settlement of the bound-
ary issue.
New Delhi has been keeping a
close eye on the negotiations
between Bhutan and China on
their boundary row as it could
have implications for New
Delhi's security interests, espe-
cially in the Doklam tri-junc-
tion.
In August last year, China and
Bhutan agreed to expedite and
take simultaneous steps to
implement a “three-step
roadmap to resolve their fes-
tering boundary dispute.
In October 2021, Bhutan and
China signed an agreement on
the “three-step roadmap” to
expedite negotiations to resolve
their boundary dispute.
The signing of the pact came
four years after the Indian and
Chinese armies were locked in
a 73-day stand-off at the
Doklam tri-junction after
China tried to extend a road in
the area that Bhutan claimed
belonged to it.
The India-China stand-off in
the Doklam plateau in 2017
even triggered fears of larger
conflict between the two neigh-
bours. 
Bhutan had said the area
belonged to it and India sup-
ported the Bhutanese claim.
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The BJP on Thursday
accused the Congress of

often using remarks, which
incite violence, against Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, and
said words like 'maut' and
'hinsa' should not be used in
speeches to target political
rivals.
Information and Broadcasting
Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw
said the Opposition should
maintain decorum and seri-
ousness in its political dis-
course as the use of such incite-
ful words have a psychological
impact in society, promoting
violence and raising unneces-
sary tensions.
“The choice of words is very
important in public life. The
kind of comments used by the

Opposition for PM Modi is a
matter of grave concern,” he
said. 
The Minister and BJP
spokesperson Sudhanshu
Trivedi cited a write-up of a

former IPS officer to highlight
that rhetoric used for short-
term political benefits at times
incites violence.Trivedi referred
to the killing of former
Japanese Prime Minister

Shinzo Abe and the recent
assassination attempt on
Donald Trump to make the
point.Targeting the Congress,
Trivedi said its leader Rahul
Gandhi used words like vio-

lence and murder in Parliament
and had rationalised as throw-
ing of some article at Modi's
convoy during the poll cam-
paign as an evidence of people's
fear of the Prime Minister
ending.
Modi's security was endan-
gered in Punjab when the
Congress ruled the state, he
said, contrasting this with the
security provided to Rahul
Gandhi in sensitive places like
Kashmir and Manipur.
Someone who spoke of cutting
Modi into pieces is a Congress
MP now, and it was the
Congress leader Sonia Gandhi
who had used “maut ka sauda-
gar” barb against him in 2007
when he was Chief Minister of
Gujarat, Trivedi said.  The BJP
never wished death to the then
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi

even after she imposed
Emergency, he said.
Trivedi said Rahul Gandhi, as
the Leader of Opposition,
should show maturity in his
speeches, and anyone not doing
so is not fit for politics.
In this context, Trivedi referred
to the Ishrat Jahan case, saying
the CBI, which reports to the
central government, changed
its first affidavit that called her
a terrorist for political reasons
as she was targeting Modi. 
She along with her accom-
plishes were killed in an
encounter in 2004 by the
Gujarat police. The Congress-
led UPA was in power at the
Centre at that time.The
Congress has often supported
separatists and terrorists but it
is now speaking their language
as well, he alleged..

Congress remarks often incite violence against Modi: BJP
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Chief of Defence Staff (CDS)
General Anil Chauhan on

Thursday hailed the heroism of
soldiers in the Kargil conflict and
said besides recalling memories
of a war, it is also important to
look at its aftermath and draw
the “right lessons” for the future.
Speaking at an event held here
to mark the 25th anniversary of
the Kargil war, he also said 
“We must not repeat the same
mistakes”. 
War and warfare are evolving at
a very, very rapid pace. Their
character and nature are chang-
ing rapidly because of transfor-
mation in technology and ongo-
ing geopolitical flux, he said.
“The memories of sacrifices
made by our soldiers must
become a part of our national
folklore, as indeed it has become
with the Kargil war,” General
Chauhan said.
Saga, bravery and fortitude must
continue to inspire future gen-
erations of the youth as well as
soldiers who join the Indian
armed forces, the CDS said.
Besides recalling memories of
war, it is also important to look
at its aftermath and draw useful
lessons for the future, he said.
He also said multiple initiatives
are being taken by the Indian
Armed Forces to maintain an
edge over our adversaries, and
improvements in our war fight-
ing doctrines, strategy and con-
cepts as per perceived threat
have been enunciated.
Presenting the Kargil Honours,
CDS thanked the Veterans and
Veer Naris for their immense
contributions and sacrifices dur-
ing the Kargil War. He also laud-
ed the Indian Defence Industry
for supporting the national
effort.
General Chauhan said capabil-
ity development to include infra-
structure and robust opera-

tional logistics is being attempt-
ed in a progressive manner
through indigenous means to
build future ready Armed
Forces. Multiple re-organisa-
tion and re-structuring initia-
tives are ongoing to enhance war
fighting efficiency and effec-
tiveness, he added.
The CDS highlighted that the

nature of future military and
non-military security challenges
brings to fore the imperative
need for the Armed Forces to be
prepared for multi-domain and
multi-spectrum challenges.
“There is an inescapable require-
ment of seamless integration
across all domains - land, sea, air,
space, info and cyberspace, and
infusion of inter-operable sys-
tems among various branches of
Armed Forces,” he said.  
Kargil was a conflict that under-
scored the need for a robust and
responsive defense strategy. “The
Kargil conflict highlighted the
significance of maintaining vig-
ilance and preparedness for
safeguarding our borders. 
It also emphasised the impor-
tance of public and international
diplomacy, a strategy which was
used effectively to maintain the
neutrality of inimical nations
and gain global support,” said
CDS.
Highlighting the steps taken
towards integration of the
Armed Forces, Chief of Defence
Staff said, moving beyond joint-
ness, the three services are now
working towards promoting
joint culture and integrating
themselves in a number of
domains.
Mentioning Kargil War as the
first televised war in India where
free and open media exist, CDS
stressed that with constant bat-
tle of narratives attempting to
shape perceptions across the
world, 'Information domain'
has emerged as another key bat-
tle zone.
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday ordered the

release of YouTuber 'Savukku'
Shankar who was detained
under the Goondas Act in
May by the Tamil Nadu Police.
Granting the interim relief to
Shankar currently lodged in
the Coimbatore Central
Prison, a bench of Justices
Sudhanshu Dhulia and
Ahsanuddin Amanullah said it
would not decide the case on
merit as Madras High Court is
seized of the matter.
The bench recorded the sub-
mission of lawyers appearing
for the parties that they will
mention the matter before the
Chief Justice of the High Court
or before the appropriate
bench on Monday or Tuesday
seeking to expedite the hearing
in the matter.
“We are definitely of the view
that the petitioner has no
hands in the delay caused in
the matter. In the peculiar
facts, the petitioner be released

till the case against detention
is decided by the high court,”
the bench said while clarifying
that its order pertains only to
the preventive detention mat-
ters.
If the petitioner is in jail in any
other case, this order will not
affect that, the bench said.
The top court was hearing an
appeal challenging the Madras
High Court order adjourning
the habeas corpus petition
that was filed by Shankar's
mother challenging his deten-
tion under the Goondas Act.
At the outset, the apex court

asked senior advocate
Siddharth Luthra, appearing
for Tamil Nadu government, to
explain need of preventive
detention against Shankar.
Luthra submitted that the
YouTuber has been accused of
forging documents, and
indulging in malafide acts.
The bench then asked, 
“How can he be put in deten-
tion? Is he a threat to the secu-
rity of this country? 
This is not an ordinary civil
dispute but a preventive deten-
tion matter. Somebody's liber-
ty is at stake. He is in preven-

tive detention for over two
months.” Senior advocate
Siddhartha Dave, appearing
for Shankar's mother, submit-
ted that the YouTuber was
detained only on the basis of
apprehension that he would
come out on bail in criminal
cases.
Based on the orders of
Commissioner of Police,
Greater Chennai, Sandeep Rai
Rathore, the detention order
under the Goondas Act was
served on Shankar by a cyber
crime (Chennai) police inspec-
tor on May 12. 
There are seven cases pending
against Shankar in Chennai
police's central crime
branch/cyber crime out of
which three are under investi-
gation, charge sheets have been
filed in two and the remaining
are pending trial, according to
a Chennai police press note.
Shankar, 48, was arrested by
Coimbatore police on May 4
for alleged derogatory state-
ments about women police
personnel/police officials in

an interview to a YouTube
channel.
Other cases Shankar faces
include one for possession of
ganja, which was registered by
Theni police. 
The YouTuber had submitted
in court that he was assaulted
in Coimbatore prison.
A detainee under the Goondas
Act may be imprisoned for one
year, subject to scrutiny by an
advisory board and the valid-
ity of such detentions is also
examined by the High Court
based on petitions filed by the
affected persons.
Shankar, who has been accused
by a number of people of
making personal attacks and
uncivil remarks is also a strong
critic of the DMK regime and
Chief Minister MK Stalin. 
A former special assistant in
the Directorate of Vigilance
and Anti-Corruption, the
YouTuber was accused in 2008
of leaking sensitive conversa-
tions between officials and a
court had years later acquitted
him in that case.
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The conviction rate under
the Prevention of Child

Marriage Act stands at 11 per
cent while for all other crimes
against children it is 34 per cent,
according to a new report.     
In 2022, out of the total 3,563
child marriage cases listed for
trial in courts under the
Prohibition of Child Marriage
Act, a mere 181 cases were suc-
cessfully concluded in terms of
trial completion.
Despite the fact that there are
3,365 cases pending, with the
current rate of disposal, the
country may take 19 years to
clear the backlogs as of 2022,
according to a report by the
India Child Protection (ICP)
research team which was
released by child rights body the
National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR).
The total number of child mar-
riage cases registered during
the last five years was less than
the number of girl child mar-
riages taking place in a single day
in the country, according to a
new study. On an average, only
one case of child marriage per
district was registered for pros-
ecution in 2022.
The report said the official data
has showed that out of 63,513
children of kidnapping and
abduction who were recovered
in 2022, 15,748 (25%) were kid-
napped and abducted for the
purpose of either 'marriage' or
'illicit intercourse'. Of this, 15,142
children recovered in 2022 were
kidnapped solely for the purpose

of marriage.This report used a
multi-faceted approach, com-
bining primary data gathered at
the village level through engage-
ment with key stakeholders,
including Panchayati Raj
Institution functionaries and
NGO activists involved in child
protection initiatives.
Secondary data from the
National Family Health Survey-
5 (NFHS-5) and the Crime in
India Reports published by the
National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) from 2018 to 2022
were analysed, along with an
extensive literature review to
enhance understanding of the
barriers to child marriage elim-
ination efforts and their impact
on children, particularly girls.
The primary data was collected
from a sample of 1,132 random
villages across 20 districts of
Assam, encompassing a total
population of 21 lakhs and a
child population of 8 lakhs.
The report said 81 per cent
reduction in the instances of
child marriage between 2021-22
and 2023-24 in the state.
In absolute numbers, the inci-
dence of child marriages in the

study villages has declined from
3,225 cases in 2021-22 to
627cases in 2023-24.
In 30 per cent of the villages sur-
veyed in Assam, child marriage
has been completely eradicated.
Additionally, 40 per cent of vil-
lages reported a significant
decline in the occurrence of
child marriage.
The study said 98 per cent of the
respondents believed that the
Assam government's strict law
enforcement initiatives in 2023
had a substantial and striking
influence on the reduction of
child marriages within their
communities.
The overwhelming majority of
respondents acknowledged the
effectiveness of stringent
enforcement measures in curb-
ing child marriage.
In 12 districts, out of 20, over 90
per cent of respondents believe
that taking legal action such as
arresting individuals and filing
FIRs in cases related to child
marriage can effectively address
the occurrence of such cases.
Overall, the same percentage for
all 20 districts stands at 72 per
cent.
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India and Malaysia have
decided to increase coop-

eration between the two
countries in the field of Oil
Palm and other sectors.
This was discussed here on
Thursday during the meet-
ing of the Union Minister
for Agriculture and Farmers
We l f are  an d  Ru r a l
Development Shivraj Singh
Chouhan and Minister of
P l a nt at i ons  a n d
Commodities of Malaysia
Datuk Seri Johari Abdul
Ghani.
The Malaysian Minister is
on a visit to India from 16-
19 July  and met Chouhan at
Krishi Bhawan here to dis-
cuss opportunities to deep-
en the bilateral agriculture
cooperation between India
and Malaysia.
The sides expressed the
desire to collaborate on the
National Mission on Edible
Oil Palm, discussed the
market access issues related
to agriculture and allied
products, institutionaliza-
tion of the cooperation in
agriculture, and application
of digital technology in the
plantation sector.
The meet ing concluded
with Chouhan thanking
M i n i s t e r  Joh ar i  Ab du l
Ghanifor a fruitful visit to
India and expressing opti-
mism for continued coop-
eration in Agriculture and
other areas.
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Janata Dal (United) leader KC
Tyagi on Thursday said the

Muzaffarnagar Police order
asking eateries on the Kanwar
Yatra route to display their
owners' names should be with-
drawn as it may cause com-
munal tension and there should
not be any discrimination on
the basis of religion or caste.
Police in Muzaffarnagar have
reportedly ordered all eateries
on the Kanwar Yatra route to
display the names of their
owners to avoid any “confu-
sion”.
Asked about the order which
has drawn flak from the politi-
cians and members of the civil
society, Tyagi said the 'Kanwar
Yatra', a pilgrimage undertak-
en by the Hindus during the
month of Sawan of the Hindu
calendar, has been crossing
different areas of western Uttar
Pradesh for ages and commu-
nal tension has not been
reported.

The JD (U) leader said such
discrimination on the basis of
religion is wrong and will only
widen the communal divide.
“Kanwar Yatra has been cross-
ing through the areas of west-
ern Uttar Pradesh for ages and
communal tension has not
been reported,” Tyagi said.
“Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs as
well welcome the pilgrims by
setting up stalls. Muslim arti-
sans are also involved in mak-
ing the Kanwars... Such orders
can increase communal ten-
sion,” he added.
In the yatra, devotees, who are
called “Kanwarias”, carry pitch-
ers of holy water on their
shoulders, balanced on deco-

rated slings known as Kanwars.
Tyagi said the district admin-
istration should review its deci-
sion and take it back. “Police
should investigate that no anti-
social elements should be run-
ning any shops, but there
should not be any discrimina-
tion on the basis of religion or
caste. It increases the divide in
the society,” he said. “Such
directives can increase com-
munal tension. It should not be
implemented,” he added.
Muzaffarnagar Police chief
Abhishek Singh earlier on
Monday said, “About 240 km of
Kanwar Yatra route falls in the
district. All the eateries, includ-
ing hotels, dhabas and carts, on
the route have been asked to
display the names of their pro-
prietors or those working on
these shops.”
“This has been done to ensure
that there should be no confu-
sion among kanwarias and no
law and order situation arises.
All are following this volun-
tarily,” he told reporters.
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Telangana government will
launch a farm loan waiver

programme, part of its poll
promise benefitting 70 lakh
farmers, on Thursday, official
sources said.
Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy had earlier announced
that the government would
implement the loan waiver
up to Rs 2 lakh by August 15.
The loan waiver funds up to
Rs one lakh will be deposited
in the farmers’ accounts at 4
pm on Thursday.
The chief minister said Rs
7,000 crore in total would be
credited to the accounts of
farmers whose loans of up to
Rs one lakh are being waived.
Crop loans of up to Rs 1.5
lakh would be waived by the
end of July, and the loan
waiver process would be
completed in August when
loans of up to Rs two lakh are
dispensed with.
Reddy also suggested
organising a gathering of
farm loan waiver scheme
beneficiaries at “Rythu
Vedikas” and Ministers,
MLAs and other public
representatives of the
respective districts should
also attend and share the joy
with the farmers.
Ahead of the launching of the
flagship programme, Deputy
CM Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka
will hold a meeting with

bankers this morning.
A senior level officer will be
made available for two
districts (undivided old
district) in the Secretariat to
clarify the doubts, if any,
raised by the Collectors on
loan waiver scheme and
resolve them immediately.
The state government has
clarified that ration cards are
used only for family
identification.
The total number of ration
cards in the state is 90 lakh
and the number of farmer
accounts with bank loans is
only 70 lakh.
The chief minister clarified
that 6.36 lakh farmers who
do not possess ration cards
and took farm loans are also
eligible to avail the farm loan
waiver benefit.
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The ruling TDP and
opposition YSRCP on

Thursday accused each other
over the party affiliation of
the person who murdered a
25-year-old man in this
district.
According to police, Sheik
Jilani (25), hacked Sheik
Rashid to death in the middle
of a road at Mundlamuru bus
station at Vinukonda in
Palnadu district around 9 pm
on Wednesday.
However, the local police
noted that there ‘was nothing
political’ in this incident but
only personal enmity between
the two.
“There was no political issue.
There were only personal
issues between the two
persons (Rashid and Jilani).
Rumours are being circulated
and some people are
projecting it as a political
murder,” a police official told
PTI on Thursday.
Palnadu superintendent of

police K Srinivas Rao noted
that the crime scene will be
reconstructed today, followed
by the arrest of Jilani under
Section 103 of Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).
Reacting to the murder,
former Andhra Pradesh chief
minister and YSRCP chief YS
Jagan Mohan Reddy alleged
that a “demonic reign” is
prevailing in the southern
state, bereft of law and order.
“My deepest condolences to

the family of Rashid, who was
murdered by TDP cadres in
Vinukonda,” said Reddy,
adding that there is no safety
to people’s lives under the
TDP government.
According to the opposition
leader, Andhra Pradesh has
turned into a den for
murders, rapes, political
vendetta and attacks in just 45
days of the new government
assuming power.
Terming the Vinukonda

urder as a shame to the TDP-
led government, Reddy
alleged that Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu and
other persons are
perpetrating these atrocities.
Rebutting Reddy, the TDP
claimed that Jilani was a
follower of the YSRCP chief
and called on the former CM
to ‘stop supporting’ the
murderer.
It asserted that Palnadu’s
superintendent of police had
‘denied any political
connection to the cold
blooded murder’ that took
place in Vinukonda.
“The killing is purely on
ersonal issues and no political
party is involved in the
murder,” said the TDP in a
release, quoting Srinivasa
Rao.
According to the ruling party,
prohibitory orders were
clamped down in Vinukonda,
while the SP warned of
serious action on anyone
resorting to law and order
violations in the town.
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The Gujarat Anti Terrorist
Squad (ATS) has busted a

mephedrone manufacturing
unit on the outskirts of Surat
city and seized drugs and raw
materials of Rs 51.4 crore, an
official said on Thursday.
Three persons — Sunil Yadav,
Vijay Gajera and Haresh
Korat — have been arrested in
this connection, an ATS
release said.
It was found that the three
persons had hired an
industrial shed at Kareli
village in Palsana taluka of
Surat district on a monthly
rent of Rs 20,000 to
manufacture mephedrone,
also known as MD drugs,
using various materials, it
said.
The ATS officials recently
received a tip off that Yadav,
Gajera and Korat were
involved in manufacturing
mephedrone at the shed in
Kareli and selling it to

Mumbai resident Salim
Saiyad, the release said.
Based on the information, a
team of ATS raided the shed
in Darshan Industrial Area of
Kareli on Wednesday night
and apprehended Yadav and
Gajera from the spot while
Korat was nabbed from a
place in Junagadh in the early
hours, it said.
The ATS recovered 4
kilograms of mephedrone and
31.4 kg of raw materials
valued at Rs 51.4 crore from
the unit, which was sealed
after the raid, the release said.
A preliminary probe
indicated Yadav was into
chemical trading business and
learnt the technique of
manufacturing mephedrone
from the Internet.
The three persons came
together and started
manufacturing the drug at the
shed and had already
delivered 4 kg of mephedrone
to Saiyad some time back, the
release said, adding further
probe was on into the case. 

����� �����

BJP national general
secretary Vinod Tawde on

Thursday cautioned the
people of Bihar that if the RJD
is voted to power, they might
redirect the quotas from
backward classes to Muslims.
Tawde, who also serves as the
party’s Bihar in-charge, made
this remark during his
address to the state executive
meeting.
“The Congress robbed OBCs
of their reservation benefits in
Karnataka where the facility
has been extended to

Muslims. If Tejashwi Yadav
wins the next assembly polls,
the same thing could happen
in Bihar. Workers of our party
must explain this to the
people”, the BJP leader said.
He further added, “People
must also be informed that
the false campaign during the
Lok Sabha polls, alleging that
BJP aimed to amend the
Constitution, was part of an
international conspiracy to
prevent Narendra Modi’s
return to power. Billionaire
George Soros had splurged
about Rs 6,000 crore for the
purpose”.

“No wonder, the amount of
unaccounted cash recovered
by Election Commission in
raids during the polls was
more than Rs 9,000 crore.
Despite all this, the number of
seats won by the BJP alone is
more than the combined tally
of the entire INDIA bloc. That
is some cause for celebration”,
Tawde added.
In his more than 30 minutes
long speech, the BJP leader
lambasted the Congress and
RJD for opposing “tribal
woman” Droupadi Murmu in
the Presidential polls.
He also expressed confidence

that the BJP-led NDA will win
handsomely in next year’s
Bihar assembly polls,
notching up “more than 200
seats” of the 243-strong
House.
The state executive meeting
was attended, among others,
by Deputy Chief Ministers
Samrat Choudhary, who is
also the Bihar BJP president,
and Vijay Kumar Sinha.
Also present on the occasion
were former state BJP chiefs
Nityanand Rai, currently the
Union Minister of State for
Home, and Sanjay Jaiswal,
Lok Sabha member. 
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Congress leader Vijay
Wadettiwar on Thursday

demanded a high-level
inquiry into the violence
during an anti-encroachment
drive at Vishalgad Fort in
Kolhapur as well as action
against the collector and
superintendent of police.
In a letter to Chief Minister
Eknath Shinde, the leader of
opposition in the state
assembly claimed anti-social
elements targeted a particular
community in the name of
removing encroachment in
Vishalgad. 
“The violence at Gazapur in
Vishalgad was government-
sponsored,” Wadettiwar
alleged and said the main
culprit should be unmasked.
“The unfortunate incident
happened in the presence of
the collector and
superintendent of police. The
collector should be
transferred and the

superintendent of police
should be suspended,” he
said. The anti-encroachment
drive at Vishalgad Fort
turned violent on Sunday as a
mob hurled stones at police
personnel and damaged
properties, leading to the
arrest of 21 persons,
according to police.
he situation turned tense
after some right-wing
activists led by Maratha royal
and former MP Sambhajiraje
Chhatrapati, who had come
from Pune, were stopped at
the base of the fort in view of
prohibitory orders.
Addressing a press
conference here, Wadettiwar
claimed the ground was
slipping under the feet of
communal forces after the
victory of a candidate
upholding progressive values
in the Lok Sabha polls in
Kolhapur.
“The violence was engineered
keeping in mind the
upcoming assembly elections.
Those indulging in violence

cannot be followers of
Chhatrapati Shivaji. Hence,
the government must find
out who are the culprits,” he
said.
The Congress leader accused
the police of inaction while
the violence was on. 
The issue of encroachment
could have been resolved
through dialogue, but the
government did not want that
to happen, he claimed.
On Tuesday, Maha Vikas
Aghadi leaders, including
Kolhapur MP Chhatrapati
Shahu Maharaj and MLC

Satej Patil, both from
Congress, visited Vishalgad.
Shahu appealed to the
government to ensure peace
at the site. Deputy Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis
on Tuesday underlined the
government’s commitment to
legally address the issue of
encroachments at the
Vishalgad Fort
The Deputy CM has urged
Opposition leaders to clarify
their position on the
Vishalgad issue, emphasising
the need to preserve
historical sites while dealing
with illegal constructions.
Vishalgad Fort holds
profound significance in
Maratha history as
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
escaped to it after being
besieged at Panhala Fort in
1660.  In 1844, Vishalgad was
ruled by the Kolhapur State
when a rebellion was led
against a Brahmin regent
installed by the British as the
natural heir to the throne was
underage.
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Alandslide occurred in a ghat section of
Goa in the wee hours of Thursday

following incessant rains, disrupting
vehicular traffic movement from the state
to neighbouring Karnataka, police said.
The India Meteorological Department
(IMD) has issued an ‘orange alert’ for Goa,
predicting heavy rains in the next 24 hours.
In the last one day, both North Goa and
South Goa districts received heavy
showers. Ponda taluka in South Goa
received the highest 190 mm rainfall,
according to the IMD.
The landslide occurred near Dudhsagar
Temple at Anmod Ghat, located on the
southern boundary of Goa, leading to
Karnataka, a police official said.
Traffic movement from the ghat section to

areas like Belgaum and Khanapur in
Karnataka was disrupted, he said.
“A huge pile of mud was seen on the road
near Shree Dudhsagar Temple in the ghat
region. Personnel of the fire and
emergency services rushed to the spot to
clear it, but it could not be removed till
morning,” he said. Traffic movement
through the Anmod Ghat will remain
closed at least till the afternoon, the official
said. Anmod Ghat is an important link
between Goa and Karnataka, used for
going to Belgaum and Khanapur in
Karnataka and Kolhapur in Maharashtra.
Several vehicles were seen lined up in the
ghat section after the incident, as per
sources. Police were stopping the vehicles
at Mollem check post, alerting travellers
about the landslide.
Many vehicles carrying essential items like

milk and vegetables pass through this
route. Goa continued to receive heavy rains
on Thursday amid the ‘orange’ alert.

The IMD bulletin said heavy rains at
scattered places with very heavy showers at
isolated places are expected along with
strong surface winds over North Goa and
South Goa districts. 

The Indian National Centre for Ocean
Information Service (INCOIS) has issued a
high wave warning for the North Goa coast
from Chapora to Panaji (Malim), as per the
IMD.
“High waves in the range of 3.7-4.0 meters
are forecast from 17:30 hours on 16-07-
2024 to 23:30 hours on 18-07-2024. It is
advised that small vessels should not ply
and nearshore recreation activities be
totally suspended as erosion/wave surges
are possible,” it said.

Karnataka CM to go slow on
private sector job quota Bill
����� ���
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Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah on

Thursday said his
government has decided to
withhold the bill mandating
job reservation for
Kannadigas in private sector
due to “certain confusion.”
He said the bill will be taken
up for discussion in the next
cabinet meeting to clear the
doubts. “On Monday,
complete discussion (on the
topic) could not take place in
the cabinet meeting. By then
reports had appeared in the
media,” he told the
Karnataka assembly. 
“There was some confusion.
We will clear those
confusions in the next
cabinet meeting. Let’s have a
detailed discussion.” The CM
was replying to Leader of the
Opposition R Ashoka’s
demand to clarify the state
government’s stand on the
bill. He said the Chief
Minister changed his
message on ‘X’ thrice.
Ashoka recalled that
Siddaramaiah in his first
post said that the cabinet has
decided 100 per cent
reservation for Kannadigas
in the private sector and then
deleted it. The Chief
Minister then posted
another message saying that
there will be 50 per cent
reservation in the
management category and
70 per cent in non-
management category for
Kannadigas. “Finally, you

announced putting the bill
on hold. 
There appears to be a
Tughlaq government in
Karnataka,” he said. In his
reply, the Chief Minister
said, “There is no Tughlaq
government, but
Siddramaiah government.
We will take up the bill in the
next cabinet meeting.” 
The state cabinet had on
Monday cleared the
Karnataka State Employment
of Local Candidates in the
Industries, Factories and
Other Establishments Bill,
2024’, which makes it
compulsory for private firms
to reserve jobs for
Kannadigas.
“Any industry, factory or

other establishments shall
appoint fifty per cent of local
candidates in management
categories and seventy per
cent in non-management
categories,” the bill read. 
If the candidates do not
possess secondary school
certificates with Kannada as
a language, they should pass
a Kannada proficiency test as
specified by the ‘Nodal
Agency’, it added. 
The nodal agency will have
powers to call for any
records information or
documents in the possession
of an employer or occupier
or manager of an
establishment for the
purpose of verifying the
report. 

The government may
appoint an officer not below
the rank of Assistant Labour
Commissioner as the
authorised officer for the
purposes of compliance of
the provisions of the Act.
Any Employer or Occupier
or Manager of an
Establishment, who
contravenes the provisions of
this Act should be liable for a
penalty between Rs 10,000 to
Rs 25,000. The move drew
flak from the industry. 
NASSCOM even cautioned
that the companies will move
out of Karnataka. 
Ministers quickly issued a
statement assuring
companies that their interest
will be protected. 
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Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) chief

Mohan Bhagwat on
Thursday asserted that after
the Covid-19 pandemic, the
entire world came to know
that India has the roadmap
to peace and happiness.
He also stated that ‘Sanatan
Dharma’ believed in the
welfare of mankind.
“Various experiments were
made in the past 2,000 years,
but they failed to provide
happiness and peace that are
ingrained in India’s
traditional way (of life).
After corona, the world
came to know that India has
the roadmap to peace and
happiness,” Bhagwat said. 
He was addressing a village-
level workers meeting
organised by Vikas Bharti, a
not-for-profit organisation. 
“The Sanatan Sanskriti and
Dharma did not come from
royal palaces but from
Ashrams and forests. With
changing times, our clothes
may change but our nature
will never change,” said the
RSS head.
“To continue our work and
services in the changing
times, we need to adapt to
new ways and methods.
Those who keep their nature
intact are called developed,”
he said.  Bhagwat asserted
that everyone should work
relentlessly towards the
welfare of society. He also
said the tribals have
remained backward and a lot
of work is needed in the area

of education and health for
them.
“In forest areas where the
tribals traditionally live, the
people are peaceful and
simple in nature which is not
found in big cities. Here I
can trust villagers with
closed eyes but in cities, we
have to be careful with
whom we are talking,” he
added.
Bhagwat added that he was
never worried about the
country’s future as many
people were working
collectively for its
betterment which was
bound to show results.
“There has been no doubt
about the country’s future.
Good things should happen,
as all are working for it. We
are also making efforts,” he
said. 
The RSS head said people of
India have their own nature
and many are working for
the welfare of the country
without a desire for name or
fame.

“We have different styles of
worship as we have 33 crore
Gods and Goddesses and
more than 3,800 languages
are spoken here and even the
food habits are different.
Despite the difference, our
mind is one and cannot be
found in other countries,” he
said.
“When we work for the
betterment of anyone, our
development also takes
place. Human beings never
live alone and they are not
scared of death. If he is made
to live alone in a closed
room, he will get mad in a
few months. If humans live
together they have
sentiments attached to
them,” the RSS chief said.
Bhagwat added that these
days so called progressive
people believe in giving back
to society which was
ingrained in Indian culture.
“It is nowhere written in the
scriptures but generation by
generation it is there in our
nature,” he said. 
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Red alert issued
for Nilgiris
district following
incessant rain
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The Regional
Meteorological Centre in

Chennai on Thursday issued
a red alert for Nilgiris district
following incessant rains.
The RMC has predicted
isolated heavy to very heavy
rain with extremely heavy
rain at one or two places in
the district.
The movement of vehicles
from the Nilgiris to Kerala is
likely to be affected as the
road linking the
neighbouring state is
damaged at Nadugani. Traffic
between Gudalur and
Karnataka was affected at
Thorapalli area in the district
for nearly five hours as the
gusty winds accompanying
the rain uprooted bamboo
trees and tossed them on the
road.
Over one hundred houses
and agricultural lands were
inundated by rainwater in
Pandalur and Uppatti areas
near Gudalur. 
People affected by inundation
have been shifted to safe
places, a senior district
official said. 
Landslide occurred at
Avalanche-Upper Bhavani
road.
State Tourism Minister K
R a m a c h a n d r a n ,
accompanied by Additional
Collector H R Koushik and
other officials, visited the
affected places and directed
the authorities to take
appropriate action. 
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Baiju (name changed),
an 11-year-old boy
from Telia village in

Kudhni block, 22 km from
Muzaffarpur in Bihar, wakes
up every morning like other
children. However, instead
of going to school, he heads
off to work as a labourer, a
burden he has borne for the
past three years. Baiju, who
belongs to the Mahadalit
community, used to attend
school. Life changed after his
father's death, as he was
forced to drop out of school
and start working to support
his family. He explains that his
mother’s meagre income is
not enough to sustain the six
members of their family. 
Consequently, he had to give
up his education and begin
working. She does not have
enough money to educate her
children, forcing her to send
Baiju to work.
Child labour is a grave issue
affecting millions of children
worldwide, and in our coun-
try, it has reached alarming
proportions. According to a
UNICEF report based on the
2011 census, there are approx-
imately 10.1 million child
labourers in India, including
5.6 million boys and 4.5 mil-
lion girls. Most child labour-

ers can be found working in
domestic services, tea shops,
and brick kilns. In India,
child labour is more prevalent
in rural areas compared to
urban ones. Children from
socially and economically
disadvantaged communities
are often compelled to work
in these areas, stripping them
of their fundamental right to
education and perpetuating
the cycle of poverty. 
This not only obstructs their
education but also hampers
their overall development.
Children should be in school
and playing, not toiling as
labourers. Pinki Devi (name
changed), a 45-year-old resi-
dent of Telia village, has two
children who have left school
to work as labourers. She
explains that her husband, a
daily wage labourer, is often
ill. In such a situation, it
became impossible to support
the family with his income

alone, forcing her to send her
children to work. 
Social worker Phuldev Patel
points out that children from
the most economically vul-
nerable Dalit and Mahadalit
communities are predomi-
nantly involved in child
labour. The dire economic
conditions of their house-
holds compel them to aban-
don their education and start
working. He asserts that the
actual number of child
labourers is significantly high-
er than what official statistics
reveal. 
The government provides
free books, notebooks, uni-
forms, and mid-day meals
under the Right to Free and
Compulsory Education to
encourage children to attend
school. However, the harsh
economic realities overshad-
ow these provisions, pushing
children into labour. He fur-
ther notes that human traf-
fickers exploit this vulnerabil-
ity, selling children as labour-
ers in other states.Local jour-
nalist Amritanj observes that,
like Telia village, there are
numerous remote rural areas
in Muzaffarpur where chil-
dren work as labourers. He
notes that the government
may not have official statistics

on this issue because it is car-
ried out in a highly systemat-
ic manner. Although the strict
child labour laws and the vig-
ilance of the local administra-
tion have reduced the rate of
child labourers in recent
years, it has not been entire-
ly eradicated. Even today,
children can be seen working
in brick kilns, tea shops, gro-
cery stores, construction sites,
and as domestic helpers. As in
previous years, this year too,
the World Day Against Child
Labor was observed on June
12 in India and around the
world. When children in a
society begin working as
labourers at a young age
instead of attending school, it
prompts deep introspection
within that nation and its
society. They must confront
why a child is forced to aban-
don books for labour. When
a child's right to childhood,  is
denied, and they are thrust
into labour, they endure phys-
ical, mental, and social
exploitation, transforming
their childhood into one
marred by labour—an ordeal
known as child labour. 

(The author is a grassroots
writer from Bihar. Views

expressed are personal.
Charkha Features)
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students. Instead, offer alternatives
such as arts, computers, and English lit-
erature. This approach is especially
considerate for students from families
frequently relocated due to transfers,
sparing them the burden of learning
multiple new languages. Prioritizing sci-
entific subjects will benefit both the
nation and the world in the
future.Moreover, emotional ties to lan-
guage should not lead to interstate con-
flicts or frequent changes in the names
of streets, villages, towns, cities, and
states, as this results in unnecessary
expenditures and administrative confu-
sion. Language should serve as a tool for
communication, fostering a civilized,
scientifically advanced, and happy soci-
ety characterized by excellent health,
peace, prosperity, progress, and success.
An inclusive and optimistic outlook,
embracing the principle of "live and let
live," is essential for universal develop-
ment. By prioritizing practical education
and unity, we can ensure a brighter
future for all.
PV Srinivas Sreelekha |Secunderabad
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Madam — It's good that the Supreme
Court has accepted to form a constitu-
tional bench to look into the controver-
sial issue of money bills in parliament.
The money bills do not need to get
approval of Rajya Sabha as they may be
connected to urgent financial affairs of
the country. Of late, it has become a prac-
tice for the Government which doesn't
have majority in Rajya Sabha to introduce
and get passed some bills as financial bills
in parliament in order to bypass the close
vetting by Rajya Sabha. The Aadhaar Act
and Prevention of Money Laundering Act
have been passed in that manner, attract-
ing criticism from many. Now the high-
est judiciary would step in to clear the air
in this regard. The executive should
respect the constitutionally mandated role
of the legislature in true spirit. This move
is essential for maintaining the delicate
balance of power. 

DVG Sankara Rao| Vizianagaram
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Madam — It is disheartening to note
that four army personnel sacrificed their
lives fighting terrorists in Doda district,
Jammu. This cowardly attack must be
condemned in the strongest terms.
Our intelligence sources seem unable to
effectively address the challenges in
Jammu & Kashmir, leading to repeated
attacks on our army. Despite the brave
efforts of the army in counterinsurgency
operations, the situation is worsening,
with increasing casualties. This raises
serious questions about Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's abrogation of Article
370, which was intended to bring peace
to the valley. 
There is a clear lack of coordination
between the State and Central govern-
ments, and a trust deficit between local
people and the army, contributing to
these escalating attacks. It is high time
for Prime Minister Modi to act decisive-
ly rather than relying on empty assur-
ances, as ground realities are more pre-
carious than they appear. This failure is
not only an intelligence issue but also
deeply demoralizing for our armed
forces, who are currently engaged in
counterinsurgency operations while
also keeping vigil over Ladakh's sover-
eignty. The increasing attacks are erod-
ing the morale of the troops and caus-
ing immense grief to their families. The
government must prioritize tangible
actions over rhetoric to ensure the
safety and security of our soldiers and
restore faith among the local population. 
Janga Bahadur Sunuwar|Jalpaiguri
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Madam — Encouraging the use of
one's mother tongue and regional lan-
guages is important, but it's equally cru-
cial to ensure that English education is
not neglected from childhood. English
provides citizens, regardless of age,
gender, or profession, with global
opportunities in education, employ-
ment, business, and services.No state
should impose any regional language on
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for some permanent therapies
or solutions. That may well
prove to be more than a life-
time and generational effort.
However, what can be done is
to create certain awareness,
which helps to restore a
greater sense of balance and
strengthen sanity all around.
Election after election and
contention after contention
somehow veers around to
undertones of communal
issues. This is avoidable if a
consensus can be built up not
to go public with statements
and actions on issues that are
essentially communal. Many
countries of the Third World
broke away from the yoke of
imperialism through the 20th
century and beyond. In
many cases, there was an
undertone of violence that
persisted. There was vio-
lence over race, there was vio-
lence over ideology, there
was violence over the protag-
onist of the Cold War, but
nowhere in the world was the
post-independence issue so
intertwined as an undercur-
rent with communalism as in
the case of the sub-continent.
Even a casual look at much of
the media and listening to
much of the media’s drum-
ming up of concerns shows
how much of communication
time is spent on overtones of
communal concern. This is

avoidable because it does not
help development and it does
not strengthen equity. Indians
are known to be bright, intel-
ligent, and have long tradi-
tions of intellectual excel-
lence, which many parts of
the world have not only rec-
ognized but gained strength
from. To put it simply, a
broad question can be asked:
is it possible to freeze all talk
from communal concerns as
a public issue and let the con-
cerns embedded in it be tack-
led only at the inter-commu-
nity level? 
This needs to be done with-
out blowing it up as a region-
al or national issue which
begs support from communi-
ties that may not have even
understood what was being
debated. Whether Faizabad
election results were deter-
mined by the nature and
quantum of compensation
to the communities is some-
thing on which the jury is still
out. This issue needs to be
understood in greater depth.
However, one can avoid con-
verting these concerns into
fanning communally backed
political support.
In other words, can one sim-
ply delink religion from pol-
itics so that religion remains
a matter of faith and politics
deals with the struggle for
control of the decision-mak-

ing process? 
A legitimate question that
needs to be understood is
whether anyone gaining by
bringing religion so widely
into the political processes. Is
it possible to have religion be
a matter of faith and politics
a matter of control over gov-
ernance? All political talk
needs to avoid reference to
religion, if for nothing better
than avoiding emotiveness
and irrelevant dissipation of
energy.
Political discourse can deal
with economics, sociology,
even history, and more,
anthropology can be brought
in, and so can industrializa-
tion and agriculture, but
avoid drawing in religious
loyalties, and emotions.
Attempts to draw upon
eschewed fervour with self-
defeating orientation need to
be stopped. An attempt to
eliminate communalized
political narratives and con-
tentions may be an option
worth considering. Some
nations have successfully
achieved this, and while they
may be experiencing various
forms of violence, violence
stemming from religious loy-
alties is not their failing.
(The writer is a well-known
management consultant of
international repute. The
views expressed are personal)
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Acommunity is also
known for the issues
it raises and seeks to
debate. The nation-
al narrative over the

last 100 years or more has been
severely overloaded with reli-
gious contention. India is prob-
ably the only country in the
world that got its independence
with conditions in which the
imperial power worked assidu-
ously to debate/impose decisions
in areas that were subjected to be
tackled with the investiture of
independence. The open threat
and use of bloodshed in many
parts of the sub-continent while
sorting out such issues in the
days preceding independence
made the matter particularly
gory. It was in many ways
reminiscent of a civil war insti-
gated for various reasons.
Perhaps it will take still more
time to coolly reflect on what
happened, where and how, and
indeed if it was at all avoidable.
Interpersonal relationships,
intertwined with religious over-
tones spilt over the streets and
private homes in a matter which
still makes one wonder how a
noble cause of independence
could so inextricably get mixed
up with pre-disposed religious
zeal and interpretation.
Experience showed that parti-
tion did not solve the problem
but only split the problem into
two pieces. The two indepen-
dent states of India and Pakistan
are still to rise beyond the
echoes of what happened. The
price paid at the human level
cannot be comprehended
through the aid of books, cine-
matography, or visuals. As the
generation that experiences it
gradually passes away, the
tremors of partition remain. 
This cannot be done well as a
method of problem-solving for
contentious issues. One won-
ders if the realization is suffi-
ciently around to the effect that
‘enough is enough’. The hatch-
et needs to be buried before the
agony continues to reign with
many real forms of misery.The
subject is not just one of emo-
tions, but how it has affected the
very concept of nation-building
in many ways, big and small.
This cannot be the place to hope
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If technology is rapidly transforming
our lives, can we overlook the role
of competitive sports? Uncertainty

is the only constant in world-class
sporting events. Recent years have
shown that age is no barrier to success.

Athletes like Serena Williams, Novak
Djokovic, MS Dhoni, Tiger Woods,
Rohan Bopanna, James Anderson, and
recently, Lionel Messi, continue to out-
perform younger competitors. Their
success can be attributed to advance-
ments in medical science, financial sup-
port, rest, temperament, a balanced diet,
exercise, a positive attitude, and a
relentless passion for their sport.
Lionel Messi, despite participating in
four major tournaments including the
2016 Copa America without victory,
finally triumphed in this year's final,
proving his skill and defying age. He has
recreated the magic that Diego
Maradona brought to soccer. We hope
he continues to adapt and maintain his
enthusiasm and spirit.

Vijay Singh Adhikari| Nainital
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On September 13 last
year, the Central
I n f o r m a t i o n

Commission (CIC) admitted
a second appeal from this
columnist under Section 19 (3)
of the RTI Act, 2005. The
appeal, apart from seeking
imposition of penalty on the
CPIO, for denial of informa-
tion, also contained a few rel-
evant suggestions for better
implementation of the Act.
However, on November 6, Ms
Saroj Punhani, the
Information Commissioner
who dealt with cases for that
particular ministry retired at
the end of her tenure. On the
same day Uday Mahurkar,
another Information
Commissioner retired, where-
as their colleague Suresh
Chandra had retired two days
earlier. Several other 

Information Commissioners
like Ms. Vanjana N. Sarna,
Neeraj Kumar Gupta and Dr.
Amita Pandove had retired
earlier last year at the end of
their respective tenures. Y. K.
Sinha, the Chief Information
Commissioner, retired on
October 3 whereupon Heeralal
Samariya, the Information
Commissioner was elevated to
the position of Chief
Information Commissioner.
The total strength of the

Commission plummeted to a
mere three by the end of 2023,
from the maximum permissi-
ble ten at the beginning of the
year. Even after the formation
of the new government last
month, little interest has been
shown in filling up the vacan-
cies that exist. 
The reduction in the strength
of the Commission has led to
a proportionate overload of
second appeals and complaints
at CIC Bhawan. The second
appeal of this columnist,
already pending for ten
months, is likely to see an
indefinite waiting period. The
outcome could hardly be com-
pared with a long wait in the
judiciary. Information is frag-
ile, and prone to obsolesce
faster than justice. This is
where this columnist’s sugges-
tions would have helped. In his

limited experience as an RTI
activist since 2010, he has
found the CPIOs (Central
Public Information Officers)
generally share the informa-
tion dutifully. However, where
they do not, the Appellate
Authority, who are generally
their senior officers in the
department/ministry is of lit-
tle help. 
They collude with their juniors
to suppress the information,
apparently in exchange for
favours/obligations in office
politics. Uday Mahurkar, as
Information Commissioner,
reportedly disposed of 5056
RTI appeals in 2021-22, the
highest since the year of enact-
ment of the RTI Act, 2005.
However, it is equally a reflec-
tion of the utter non-perfor-
mance of the Appellate
Authority. Had those cases

been satisfactorily disposed at
the stage of the first appeal,
within the department itself,
there was little need for
approaching CIC with a sec-
ond appeal. Information could
be suppressed for a variety of
reasons. In rare cases, it could
be that the CPIO has commit-
ted some action in his substan-
tive capacity (as Section Officer
or Under Secretary) which he
wants to be probed. In the
instant case, a person has been
blacklisted, on trumped-up
charges, despite not having any
financial dealing with the min-
istry. 
The blacklisting order was
signed, though with approval
of competent authority, by the
CPIO in his substantive capac-
ity as Under Secretary. When
asked to provide the file notes,
complaints if any, rules posi-

tion violated he deflected the
matter saying the file was
under submission (there is no
such ground for denying infor-
mation under the RTI Act,
2005 even if the file is submit-
ted with the PMO or
Rashtrapati Bhawan). 
This columnist requested the
same information after the
lapse of a year (thanks to the
appeal pending for months in
CIC) only to find that the file
was still “under submission”! 
The conclusions are obvious.
On both occasions, the First
Appellate Authority, who is an
IAS officer, helped the cause of
suppression rather than trans-
parency. Under Section 20 (1)
of the RTI Act, 2005 there is a
provision for a penalty on the
CPIO not exceeding Rs,25,000
for unjustified denial of infor-
mation to the applicant. There

is, however, no penalty for the
First Appellate Authority rec-
ognizably failing in his duty or
acting in a mala fide manner.
Endowing a member of the
executive with quasi-judicial
power without any scope of
disciplinary proceedings is
bait for misuse of power. 
The CIC notice for hearing of
appeal is sent only to the
CPIO and not the First
Appellate Authority. The fear
of dressing down by the
Information Commissioner,
in front of the CPIO, who is a
junior officer, will ensure the
integrity of action on the part
of the First Appellate
Authority. 
Disciplining the First Appellate
Authority is the key to reduc-
ing the load of pendency at the
Central Information
Commission’s desk. The gov-

ernment has recently decided
to commemorate June 25 as
“Samvidhan Hatya Divas”, a
queer-sounding name, in
memory declaration of
Emergency in 1975. 
Whereas the Emergency might
have been anti-democratic, it
was in itself not unconstitu-
tional being declared under
Article 352. If the govern-
ment is interested in deepen-
ing democracy in the 21st cen-
tury then rhetoric like
“Samvidhan Hatya Divas” or
even “India Mother of
Democracy” will not work if
the CIC’s strength is curtailed.
The RTI Act, of 2005 was a
major tool for transparency,
accountability and governance. 
(The writer is an author, inde-
pendent researcher and RTI
activist based in New Delhi. The
views expressed are personal) 
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the highest death rate per capita.
This is a prime example to under-
stand how the internal structure is
falling apart. This cannot be
stopped by exporting ammunition
stocks and advanced weaponry to
Ukraine and Israel through front
channels while to other proxy
wars in Africa and elsewhere
through back channels.In societies,
the root issue often isn't just insti-
tutions but the erosion of core val-
ues. Without a cohesive value sys-
tem, managing politics becomes
daunting. 
This dilemma arises: while
progress demands new values,
preserving core societal values is
crucial for stability and harmony.
Neglecting this balance risks soci-
etal chaos and moral crisis. The
inevitable decline, akin to the set-
ting sun, cannot be halted by
force alone. The political climate
in the United States reflects the
consequences of its global actions,
suggesting a looming downfall
through unpredictable events.
Trump is a product of long-stand-
ing policies that have often ignored
domestic ramifications. 
He represents a symptom, not the
cause, of the systemic issues with-
in American politics, stemming
from a history of exploiting other
nations at the expense of the
American public.Needless to say,
engaging in political violence is
fundamentally misguided and
counterproductive. What
Americans are slowly leading into
what American decision-makers
have executed throughout the
world in recent history at the
expense of unarmed civilians.
Taking someone's life, regardless of
their role or perceived wrongs, is
morally indefensible. Whether it's
a political adversary, a troublesome
neighbour who's pushed you to the
edge, a stranger evoking fear, or
anyone else who has crossed your
path, resorting to violence only
perpetuates harm and suffering
without resolution. 
However, the Trump assassination
attempt raises numerous unan-
swered questions. There is no
indication that gunshot detectors
were in use at the rally, although

such detectors can rapidly triangu-
late and locate a shooter. The
shooter, Thomas Matthew Crooks,
used a gun that was legally pur-
chased by his father, which he had
access to at a gun range the previ-
ous Friday. Questions arise about
whether the gun was bought
specifically for him, as
Pennsylvania law allows 20-year-
olds to buy guns. Reports state the
shooter was identified by DNA,
suggesting family members pro-
vided samples. Additionally, the
reports suggested that no effort
was made to obscure the gun's ser-
ial number, and the shooter had
recently purchased 50 rounds of
5.56mm ammunition.
Preliminary acoustic evidence sug-
gests the potential involvement of
multiple shooters in the incident
aimed at Trump. Initial gunfire
originated from the shooter's posi-
tion, with subsequent bursts
detected from unidentified
sources, as reported by news
sources. Despite Secret Service
snipers reportedly firing a single
shot to neutralise the threat, dis-
crepancies with acoustic evidence
persist, necessitating further scruti-
ny of ballistic recordings for clar-
ity. Questions arise over security
failures allowing a 20-year-old to
breach measures and reach a
rooftop near Trump, firing multi-
ple shots. Thomas Matthew
Crooks, identified as the primary
shooter, raises speculation about a
potential second shooter.
Described as a loner without a
social media presence, Crooks'
unexpected role and the presence
of explosives in his vehicle suggest
possible exploitation. 
Criticism of rally security focuses
on inadequate building coverage,
allowing the shooter an unimped-
ed view of Trump, and exposing
significant security vulnerabili-
ties. These shortcomings empha-
sise systemic flaws in pre-event
security protocols and the need for
rigorous reforms. Political vio-
lence, however, has rarely solved
the issues it aims to address, often
creating a climate of fear and
leading to further crackdowns on
dissent. Historically, such violence

has only resulted in cycles of dis-
aster, undermining the causes it
purported to support. What we
can see is that nihilism pervades
American culture, dealing a fatal
blow to its cultural and spiritual
development. This decline in val-
ues undermines democracy itself.
Democracy, while liberating indi-
viduals from traditional con-
straints, necessitates self-judge-
ment—a task hindered by the
erosion of traditional Western
values. Without a genuine guiding
societal value system, the state
structures of any nation inevitably
falter in fulfilling their role in shap-
ing individual decisions. 
The collapse of collective ideas cor-
relates closely with societal insti-
tutions and behaviours. As Wang
Huning, a leading Chinese politi-
cal theorist, argued in his book
"America Against America," “The
American spirit confronts pro-
found challenges, compounded
by the younger generation's unfa-
miliarity with traditional Western
values. This spiritual shift raises
critical questions about its impact
on societal development and gov-
ernance.” The viability of any
social system hinges not solely on
legal frameworks but on collective
belief in fundamental values guid-
ing behaviour. If these values fal-
ter, the sustainability of the social
order is called into question. The
attempt on Trump's life demands
a reevaluation of rhetoric and
policies that normalise political
violence. The incident calls for a
reevaluation of gun laws and the
broader societal acceptance of
violence as a means to resolve con-
flicts. All sides of the political
divide must recognise the danger
of escalating violent rhetoric and
its potential to incite further vio-
lence. This incident serves as a
wake-up call to address the deep-
er issues within American society
and politics, emphasizing the need
for a shift towards reasoned dis-
course and humane policies.
Ironically, America has been com-
pelled to a point where it can't
afford to lose Trump. 

(The writer is a journalist and
author. Views are personal)

Is the United States hurtling towards
an internal civil war? Alex Garland's
recent film 'Civil War,' which pre-
miered earlier this year, depicts a fic-
tional yet chillingly plausible sce-

nario of such a conflict. This leads us to
consider whether the repercussions of US-
initiated wars in recent decades, aimed at
maintaining supremacy, now echo omi-
nously at home, haunted by the spectres
of those who perished globally. That is the
inexorable wheel of karma. The shocking
assassination attempt on former President
Donald Trump at a rally in Butler,
Pennsylvania, thrusts this issue into stark
relief. In the aftermath, numerous conspir-
acy theories swirled around the incident,
casting a spotlight on secret agencies
whose heads have publicly voiced criticism
against Trump. A police sniper had pho-
tographed the shooter, Thomas Matthew
Crooks, just half an hour before the 20-
year-old opened fire on Trump during the
rally, suggesting multiple missed oppor-
tunities to prevent the attempted assassi-
nation, as reported. Despite the attack,
Trump's political stature has only strength-
ened, evidenced by his selection of
Republican Senator JD Vance as his run-
ning mate for the 2024 presidential elec-
tion. Once a vocal critic of Trump, Vance
now stands as a staunch ally, vigorously
defending him and endorsing his policies. 
The incident, which reshaped Trump's
political narrative—where a bullet grazed
his ear—left him wounded but resolute.
This assault, though shocking, accentuates
a longstanding history of political violence
in the United States, a phenomenon
entrenched since the nation's inception.
Abraham Lincoln, the 16th president, was
the first to be assassinated, shot by John
Wilkes Booth in 1865. Lincoln's support
for Black rights during the Civil War,
marked by the Emancipation
Proclamation, has been cited as a motive
for his assassination. Subsequent presi-
dents, including James Garfield, William
McKinley, and John F. Kennedy, also fell
victim to such violence, with Garfield
being shot in 1881, McKinley in 1901, and
Kennedy in 1963.
Each of these assassinations profoundly
impacted the nation and its political struc-
ture. Political violence has not been con-
fined to presidents alone. Presidential can-
didates like Robert F. Kennedy and
George C. Wallace were also targeted, with
Kennedy being killed in 1968 and Wallace
being left paralyzed in 1972. Presidents
like Gerald Ford and Ronald Reagan sur-
vived assassination attempts, highlighting
the persistent threat of violence in
American politics. The United States
today exemplifies how a state structure can
deteriorate when policymakers focus
more on external affairs, neglecting inter-
nal issues. For instance, the fentanyl cri-
sis devastates U.S. communities, with tod-
dlers and infants increasingly falling vic-
tim to the potent opioid, which is 50 times
stronger than heroin, according to pub-
lic health experts. While adults account
for the majority of fentanyl-related deaths,
more children under 5 are either dying or
ending up in emergency rooms after test-
ing positive for the drug, due to acciden-
tal ingestion or exposure at home. The
number of child overdoses has surged
even as overall drug overdose rates in the
country have declined recently. California
leads in total fentanyl deaths, with 6,473
reported in 2022, while West Virginia has
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US Republican vice presi-
dential nominee J D Vance

praised former president
Donald Trump and promised
to fight for working-class
Americans “cast aside and for-
gotten” by the Democrats, as he
made his debut at the
Republican National
Convention.
Vance, 39, formally accepted
the Republican vice-presiden-
tial nomination on the third
day of the convention on
Wednesday, making him
among the youngest Americans
to ever fill that role.
Introducing himself to millions
of Americans, the Ohio Senator
channelled his humble roots in
the Midwest as he assailed
politicians like President Joe
Biden.
Trump and his running mate
Vance will challenge President
Biden and his Vice-President
Kamala Harris from the
Democratic Party in the
November 5 presidential elec-
tion.  Vance said for the last
eight years, President Trump
has given everything he has to
fight for the people of our
country.
Trump didn’t need politics,
but the country needed him, he
said.
“Prior to running for president,
he was one of the most success-
ful businessmen in the world.
He had everything anyone
could ever want in life. And yet,
instead of choosing the easy

path, he chose to endure abuse,
slander, and persecution,” he
said.
The author of the best-selling
memoir Hillbilly Elegy, about
his impoverished family, said
“America’s ruling class” had
destroyed communities like
his hometown with trade
agreements and foreign wars.
“From Iraq to Afghanistan,
from the financial crisis to the
Great Recession, from open
borders to stagnating wages,
the people who govern this
country have failed and failed
again,” he said.
Trump represents America’s
last best hope to restore what
– if lost – may never be found
again, he said.
“I pledge to every American, no
matter your party, I will give
everything I have,” Vance said.
“To serve you and to make this
country a place where every
dream you have for yourself,
your family and your country
will be possible once again.”
He accused “career politicians”
like President Biden, 81, of
destroying communities like
his with ill-fated trade policies
and foreign wars.
“When I was in the fourth
grade, a career politician by the
name of Joe Biden supported
the North American Free Trade
Agreement, a bad trade deal
that sent countless good
American manufacturing jobs
to Mexico. When I was a
sophomore in high school, a
career politician by the name of
Joe Biden gave China a sweet-

heart trade deal that destroyed
even more good middle-class
jobs. And when I was a senior
in high school, Joe Biden sup-
ported the disastrous invasion
of Iraq,” he said.
“And at each step of the way, in
small towns like mine in Ohio,
or next door in Pennsylvania,
or in Michigan and other states
across our country, jobs were
sent overseas and children
were sent to war. Somehow, a
real estate developer from New
York by the name of Donald
Trump was right on all of
these issues while Joe Biden
was wrong. Donald Trump
knew, even then, that we need-
ed leaders who would put
America First,” he said.
Vance said Trump’s vision is
simple: “We won’t cater to Wall
Street, we’ll commit to the
Working man. We won’t
import foreign labour, we’ll
fight for American citizens.”
The United States under the
leadership of Trump will pro-
tect the wages of American
workers and stop the Chinese
Communist Party from build-
ing their middle class on the
backs of hard-working
American citizens.
He said Biden and the other
out-of-touch politicians in
Washington gave Americans a
country that was flooded with
cheap Chinese goods, cheap
foreign labour and deadly
Chinese fentanyl.
“Joe Biden screwed up, and my
community paid the price,”
Vance alleged.
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Milwaukee (PTI): Donald
Trump Jr has asserted that his
father’s instinct in the face of an
assassination attempt has
shown the world that the “next
American president has the
heart of a lion”.
Addressing the Republican
Party’s once-in-four-year con-
vention here on Wednesday
night, Trump Jr, said that the
assassination attempt on his
father on Saturday “once
seemed unimaginable became
a terrifying reality.” Trump,
78, survived an assassination
attempt at a campaign rally on
Saturday in Pennsylvania,
injuring his right ear. The
shooting left one spectator
dead and two others critically
injured. The 20-year-old male
attacker was also shot and
killed by a member of the
Secret Service. “They say you
can’t truly know how you’ll
respond in a moment of dan-
ger until you’re actually con-
fronted with it,” the 46-year-old
eldest child of the former pres-
ident, said.
“So what was my father’s
instinct, as his life was on the
line? Not to cower, not to sur-
render, but to show for all the
world to see that the next
American president has the
heart of a lion,” he said, a day
ahead of Donald Trump’s
acceptance speech as the
Republican Party’s nominee in

the November 5 presidential
election. He said the world saw
a spirit that could “never be
broken”. “In that moment, my
father didn’t just show his char-
acter, he showed America’s
character when he stood up
with blood on his face and the
flag at his back. The world saw
a spirit that could never be bro-
ken,” Trump Jr, a businessman
said. He said the US came “mil-
limetres away” from one of its
darkest moments.
“A brave firefighter died, oth-
ers were injured, and as those
bullets rained down, we came
millimetres away from one of
the darkest moments in our
nation’s history,” he said. He
said after the assassination
attempt, the Republican pres-

idential candidate “may have
moved to the ground, but he
stood back up.” “And when he
did, my father raised his fist
into the air. He looked out at
the crowd, and what did he
say?” he asked the audience.
“We will fight, we will fight, we
will fight with our voices,”
Trump Jr said, adding that
they will fight with their votes
in November. The Republican
convention on Monday nomi-
nated Trump as the party’s
presidential nominee against
incumbent Democratic
President Joe Biden. Trump’s
eldest granddaughter Kai
Madison Trump also spoke at
the convention in support of
her grandfather. In her first
public speech, the 17-year-old
promised to “share the side of
my grandpa that people don’t
often see.”  “To me, he’s just a
normal grandpa. He gets us
candy and soda when our par-
ents aren’t looking,” she said.
She described Trump brag-
ging when she had made the
honour roll at school and pep-
pering her with questions about
her golf game.
Trump’s wife, Melania, his
daughter Ivanka Trump, son-
in-law Jared Kushner and other
family members are expected
to attend the convention on
Thursday in a rare show of
public support for the former
president as he accepts the

party’s nomination for the pres-
ident’s post, CNN reported, cit-
ing sources. 
Donald Trump takes the stage
Thursday at the Republican
National Convention to accept
his party’s nomination again
and give his first speech since
he was cut off mid-sentence by
a flurry of gunfire in an assas-
sination attempt at a rally in
Pennsylvania.Trump’s address
will conclude the four-day con-
vention in Milwaukee. H  e
appeared each of the first three
days with a white bandage on
his ear, covering a wound he
sustained in the Saturday
shooting.His moment of sur-
vival has shaped the week,
even as convention organisers
insisted they would continue
with their programme as
planned less than 48 hours after
the shooting.  Speakers and del-
egates have repeatedly chanted
“Fight, fight, fight!” in homage
to Trump’s words as he got to
his feet and pumped his fist
after Secret Service agents
killed the gunman. And some
of his supporters have started
sporting their own makeshift
bandages on the convention
floor.Speakers attributed
Trump’s survival to divine
intervention and paid tribute to
victim Corey Comperatore,
who died after shielding his
wife and daughter from gunfire
at the rally.
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Milwaukee (PTI): US
President Joe Biden has tested
positive for COVID-19, halting
his campaign at a critical junc-
ture in the presidential election
when he was facing increasing
pressure about his health and
concerns about his viability as
a candidate.
“I’m sick,” Biden, 81, wrote on
X. Biden tested positive for
COVID-19 on Wednesday,
disrupting a key campaign
event in Las Vegas meant to
shore up support with Latino
voters.
“He is vaccinated and boosted
and he is experiencing mild
symptoms, White House Press
Secretary Karine Jean-Pierre
said in a statement.
Biden has returned to his
home in Delaware where he
will self-isolate and will contin-
ue to carry out all of his duties
fully during that time. The
White House will provide reg-
ular updates on the president’s
status as he continues to carry
out the full duties of the office
while in isolation, she said.
The president was scheduled to
speak at the Unidos event in
Las Vegas on Wednesday after-
noon.
“His symptoms remain mild,
his respiratory rate is normal
at 16, his temperature is nor-
mal at 97.8 and his pulse
oximetry is normal at 97%.
The President has received his
first dose of Paxlovid. He will
be self-isolating at his home in
Rehoboth,” the White House
said.
“I feel good,” Biden told
reporters, as he boarded Air
Force One in Las Vegas to fly
back to his beach house in
Delaware. He was not wearing
a mask, nor were the people
closest to him on the tarmac.
It’s unclear where and when the
president contracted COVID-
19. But the sudden diagnosis
will place him behind closed
doors at a time when
Democratic lawmakers have
been clamouring to see him
out front.
Centres for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) recom-
mends staying home until the
infected person has been with-
out a fever – with no fever-
reducing medicine – for at least
24 hours and symptoms have
been improving for 24 hours.
It then recommends wearing a
mask for five days after.
The president’s physician, Dr
Kevin O’Connor, said that
Biden “presented this after-
noon with upper respiratory
symptoms, to include rhinor-
rhea (runny nose) and non-
productive cough, with gener-
al malaise”.
The president felt okay for his
first event of the day, but given
that he was not feeling better,
point-of-care testing for
COVID-19 was conducted,
and the results were positive
for the COVID-19 virus, he
said.
“Given this, the president will
be self-isolating in accordance
with CDC guidance for symp-
tomatic individuals. PCR con-
firmation testing will be pend-
ing,” the doctor said.
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Israel’s far-right national secu-
rity minister visited

Jerusalem’s most sensitive holy
site on Thursday morning,
threatening to disrupt Gaza
cease-fire talks.  Itamar Ben-
Gvir, an ultranationalist settler
leader, said he had gone up to
the contested Jerusalem hilltop
compound of Al Aqsa Mosque
to pray for the return of the
hostages ?but without a reckless
deal.”
Ben-Gvir said he was pressur-
ing Netanyahu not to give in to
international pressure and to
continue with the military
campaign in Gaza. 
The move threatens to disrupt
sensitive talks aimed at reach-
ing a cease-fire in the 9-month-
old Israel-Hamas war. Israeli
negotiators landed in Cairo
on Wednesday to continue
talks.
Ben-Gvir’s visit also came just
days before Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu leaves
for a trip to the United States,
where he will address Congress.
Ben-Gvir last visited the site in
May, to protest countries uni-
laterally recognizing Palestinian
statehood.
Jews and Muslims both claim
the Jerusalem hilltop com-
pound, which is considered the

holiest site for Jews.
Palestinians consider the
mosque a national symbol and
view such visits as provocative,
though Ben-Gvir has frequent-
ly visited the site, revered by
Jews as the Temple Mount, dur-
ing tense periods. Tensions
over the compound have fueled
past rounds of violence. 
Meanwhile, an Israeli delega-
tion has arrived in Egypt to
press ahead with cease-fire
talks, as Israel and Hamas con-
sider the latest proposal. 

That’s according to three
Egyptian airport officials, who
did not provide further details.
International mediators are
pushing Israel and Hamas
toward a phased deal that
would halt the fighting and free
about 120 hostages held by the
militant group in Gaza.
Talks were rattled over the
weekend when Israel said it tar-
geted the Hamas military com-
mander in a massive strike. His
status remains unclear.
Hamas’ Oct. 7 attack sparked
the war when militants
stormed into southern Israel,
killing some 1,200 people —
mostly civilians — and abduct-
ing about 250. Since then,
Israeli ground offensives and
bombardments have killed
more than 38,600 people in
Gaza, according to the territo-
ry’s Health Ministry. It does not

distinguish between combat-
ants and civilians in its count.
Two international courts have
accused Israel of war crimes
and genocide – charges Israel
denies. Most of Gaza’s 2.3 mil-
lion people are crammed into
squalid tent camps in central
and southern Gaza. Israeli
restrictions, fighting and the
breakdown of law and order
have limited humanitarian aid
efforts, causing widespread
hunger and sparking fears of
famine. 
Jerusalem — Israel’s parlia-

ment extended a temporary law
which allows the country to
shut down foreign media out-
lets they consider a threat to
Israel’s security. In a marathon
session that lasted until early
Thursday morning, the parlia-
ment gave final approval to
extend the emergency law until
Nov. 30. 
Israeli officials used the new
law on May 5 to close Qatar-
based Al Jazeera within Israel,
confiscating its equipment,
banning its broadcasts and
blocking its websites.
Under the law, Israel’s
Communications Ministry also
briefly seized AP broadcasting
equipment from southern
Israel after accusing it of violat-
ing a new media law by provid-
ing images to Al Jazeera. The
government returned the

equipment to AP several hours
later.
A bill that would make the
emergency legislation perma-
nent is currently making its
way through the Israeli parlia-
ment. The draft said a perma-
nent bill is needed because
Israel “has faced serious secu-
rity threats since its establish-
ment and is expected to contin-
ue to face them in the future,
possibly even more severely.”
Critics say the measure passed
earlier this year is undemocra-
tic and a threat to press free-
dom.
Israeli strikes kill at least 11

people in central Gaza
Deir Al-Balah — Overnight
Israeli strikes Thursday in cen-
tral Gaza killed at least 11
people, including women and
children.
Early Thursday an Israeli strike
hit a house in central Gaza,
killing at least six people, while
another strike later hit a car,
killing at least three. The dead
were taken to the Aqsa Martyrs
Hospital, where an Associated
Press journalist counted the
bodies. Among the six killed in
the early strike in Zawaida
were two children and two
women. The area struck is
close to Deir al-Balah, where
many Palestinians displaced
from across the war-torn Gaza
Strip have fled.
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Yekaterinburg (Russia) (AP):
Closing arguments in the espi-
onage trial of US journalist
Evan Gershkovich will be held
Friday, a Russian court said, as
the proceedings picked up
speed in a case that has seen the
reporter held in pre-trial cus-
tody for over a year.

Gershkovich attended a trial
session for a second day behind
closed doors on Thursday, the
court said. He faces charges
that he, his employer and the
US government vehemently
deny.
Unlike previous sessions in
which reporters were allowed
to see Gershkovich briefly
before the proceedings began,
there was no access to the
courtroom and he was not
seen, with no explanation
given. Espionage cases are typ-
ically shrouded in secrecy.
Gershkovich, 32, was arrested
on March 29, 2023, while he
was on a reporting trip.
Authorities claimed, without
offering any evidence, that he
was gathering secret informa-
tion for the US. The American-
born son of immigrants from
the USSR, Gershkovich is the
first Western journalist arrest-
ed on espionage charges in
post-Soviet Russia.
The US State Department has
declared him “wrongfully

detained,” thereby committing
the government to assertively
seek his release. Gershkovich
faces up to 20 years in prison
if found guilty, which is almost
a certainty. Russian courts con-
vict more than 99 per cent of
defendants, and prosecutors
can appeal sentences that they
regard as too lenient. They even
can appeal acquittals.
Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov said Wednesday
at the United Nations that
Moscow and Washington’s
intelligence services are dis-
cussing an exchange involving
Gershkovich, according to
Russian state news agency Tass.
Russia has previously signalled
the possibility of a swap, but it
says a verdict would have to
come first.Gershkovich’s trial
began June 26 in the Ural
Mountains city of
Yekaterinburg after he spent
about 15 months in in
Moscow’s notorious Lefortovo
Prison.
At the trial’s first day, the court
said it was adjourning until
mid-August. But Gershkovich’s
lawyers asked for the second
hearing to be held earlier,
Russian state news agency RIA
Novosti and independent news
site Mediazona reported
Tuesday, citing court officials.
The Russian Prosecutor
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London (PTI): The British
public was failed by the govern-
ment’s planning and processes
when the COVID pandemic hit
the country in early 2020, a
damning independent public
inquiry concluded on Thursday
and called for “radical reform”
for future civil emergencies. In
the first of nine reports to be
published by the ‘UK COVID-
10 Inquiry,’ chair Baroness
Heather Hallett said the gov-
ernment prepared for the
“wrong pandemic” and called
for “radical reform” of the state
of the UK’s structures and pro-
cedures to prepare for future
civil emergencies. The UK offi-
cially recorded more than
2,35,000 deaths involving
COVID-19 up to the end of
2023 and the inquiry report
finds that some of that “human
cost” may have been avoided
had the country been better
prepared for the deadly out-
break.
“Never again can a disease be

allowed to lead to so many
deaths and so much suffering,”
said Hallett.
“I have no hesitation in con-

cluding the processes, planning
and policy of the civil contin-
gency structures across the
UK failed the citizens of all four
nations. 
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Seoul (AP): South Korea’s top
court ruled Thursday that same-
sex couples are eligible to receive
the same health insurance bene-
fits as heterosexual couples, a land-
mark verdict hailed by human
rights groups. The Supreme Court
said it ruled that the state health
insurance agency’s refusal to pro-
vide spousal insurance coverage
for gay couples was an act of dis-
crimination that violates the con-
stitutional principle of equality.
Thursday’s ruling is final and can-
not be appealed.
“Today’s ruling is a historic vic-

tory for equality and human
rights in South Korea,” Amnesty
International said in a statement.
“The court has taken a significant
step towards dismantling sys-
temic discrimination and ensur-
ing inclusivity for all.” A legal bat-
tle between a gay couple, So
Seong-wook and Kim Yong Min,
and the National Health Insurance
Service began after the insurance
agency revoked So’s registration as
a dependent of Kim, prompting
So to file an administrative suit.In
2022, the Seoul Administrative
Court ruled in favour of the
insurance agency. But in February
2023, the Seoul High Court over-
turned the earlier verdict, saying
that denying So’s spousal coverage
rights without reasonable grounds
was discriminatory because such
benefits are given to heterosexu-
al spouses.
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British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer welcomed leaders

from the European Union to
Oxfordshire in south-east
England to initiate a “reset”
with the 27-member econom-
ic bloc, which the UK is no
longer a member of since a ref-
erendum in favour of leaving it
in 2016. At a meeting of the
European Political Community
(EPC) in Blenheim Palace, the
birthplace of Britain’s war-time
prime minister Winston
Churchill, Starmer sought to
set a new direction for his
Labour Party government’s
post-Brexit ties with Europe to
align on issues such as illegal
migration and the Russia-
Ukraine conflict.
Distancing his new govern-

ment from the previous
Conservative Party policies,

the Labour Leader reiterated
that the “unworkable” scheme
of deporting illegal migrants to
Rwanda had been “scrapped”
and that the UK will never
withdraw from the European
Convention on Human Rights
(ECHR). “The EPC will fire the
starting gun on this govern-
ment’s new approach to
Europe, one that will not just
benefit us now, but for gener-
ations to come, from disman-

tling the people smuggling
webs trafficking people across
Europe to standing up to
[Russian President] Putin’s bar-
baric actions in Ukraine and
destabilising activity across
Europe,” said Starmer. “I take a
practical view of how the UK
can meet this moment. I’m not
driven by ideology – but by
what is best for my country. So
we will strengthen our existing
relationships and we will build
new ones. This includes reset-
ting our relationship with the
EU… and this summit is an
opportunity to set a new path
on illegal migration; to trans-
form the way that we work
together on border security
and law enforcement,” he said.
Starmer then joined the EPC’s
Migration Working Group,
which included leaders from
Italy, Albania, Germany, Malta,
Denmark, Hungary, the

Netherlands and Slovakia.
Downing Street said the gov-
ernment is redeploying more
than 100 Home Office staff
from the Migration and
Economic Development
Partnership (MEDP) to a new
rapid returns unit to take con-
trol of the country’s borders.
This will mean asylum applica-
tions from designated “safe”
countries, such as India, will be
speedily processed and illegal
migrants returned to their
country of origin. 
It comes after the government
announced a new Border
Security Bill in Parliament on
Wednesday to tackle criminal
smuggling gangs giving a new
Border Security Command
counter-terrorism-style powers
to disrupt organised immigra-
tion crime and ensure smug-
glers can be prosecuted for
preparatory offences such as

supplying materials to facilitate
organised immigration crime.
“Dangerous small boat cross-

ings are undermining our bor-
der security and putting lives at
risk. Criminal smuggling gangs
are making millions out of
small boat crossings. We will
work right across Europe to
tackle this problem at (the)
source, going after those prof-
iting from this awful trade and
bringing them to justice,” said
UK Home Secretary Yvette
Cooper.
The EPC is a pan-European
meeting of leaders, including
the heads of the EU institutions
and, for the first time at this
EPC, leaders of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation
(NATO), the Council of
Europe and the Organisation
for Security and Cooperation
in Europe (OSCE) have also
been included. 
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New York/Seattle (PTI): A US
police officer, whose insensitive
comments and laughter follow-
ing the horrific death of a 23-
year-old Indian student had
caused outrage, has been fired
from the Seattle Police
Department.
Jaahnavi Kandula was struck by
a speeding police vehicle driven
by Seattle Police Officer Kevin
Dave as she was crossing a
street on January 23 last year.
Dave was driving at more than
119 kmph on the way to a report
of a drug overdose call. Kandula
was thrown 100 feet when she
was struck by the speeding
police patrol vehicle.
In bodycam footage released by
the Seattle Police Department,
Officer Daniel Auderer was
heard laughing after the deadly
crash and had remarked: “Uh, I
think she went up on the hood,
hit the windshield, and then
when he hit the brakes, flew off
the car…But she is dead.” After
making these comments,
Auderer “laughed hard for four
seconds,” the department’s
Disciplinary Action Report said.
Auderer’s body-worn camera
also captured him saying, “Yeah,
just write a check. Just, yeah
(laughter). USD 11,000. She
was 26, anyway. She had limit-
ed value.”  
When asked at an Office of
Police Accountability interview
about his comments that
Kandula had “limited value”,

Auderer claimed he was “ridicul-
ing the city attorneys who would
be tasked with litigating a poten-
tial wrongful death lawsuit.”
Interim Chief Sue Rahr at the
Seattle Police Department said
in an internal email, seen by PTI
Wednesday, that the hurt
Auderer’s words have inflicted
on Kandula’s family “cannot be
erased. The actions (of) this
individual police officer have
brought shame on the Seattle
Police Department and our
entire profession, making the job
of every police officer more
difficult.”
Rahr said that as the leader of the
organisation, it is her duty to
uphold the high standards nec-
essary to maintain public trust.
“For me to allow the officer to
remain on our force would only
bring further dishonour to the
entire department. For that rea-
son, I am going to terminate his
employment,” she said in the
internal email.
Rahr noted that at the root of
this case lies an extremely diffi-
cult judgment call of how to fair-
ly balance “intent versus impact.”
“There is no doubt that the
named officer’s cruel comments
and callous laughter about the
tragic death caused deep pain to
Ms Kandula’s family, but also
immeasurable damage to the
public trust of police in the
Seattle community, across the
nation, and around the world,”
she said in the email.
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Washington (AP): NASA has said
that it is cancelling its water-seeking
moon rover, citing cost overruns and
launch delays.
The Viper rover was supposed to
launch in late 2023 aboard a lander
provided by Astrobotic Technology,
but extra testing and increased costs
kept delaying the mission, threaten-
ing other projects, the space agency
said on Wednesday. The rover had
aimed to explore the moon’s south
pole. About $450 million had been
spent so far on its development,

NASA said.
The announcement comes days before
the 55th anniversary of the Apollo 11
mission,  which landed Nei l
Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin on the
moon on July 20, 1969. NASA said it
plans to study the presence of lunar
ice through other projects.
Astrobotic still plans to fly its Griffin
moon lander — minus a rover — by
the end of next year. The company’s
first moonshot ended in failure in
January with a fiery plunge over the
South Pacific. 
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Lawmakers at the European
Parliament on Thursday re-

elected Ursula von der Leyen to
a second 5-year term as president
of the European Union’s executive
commission, giving her a com-
fortable majority and heading off
a possible leadership vacuum.
Von der Leyen raised both fists in
victory as the Parliament
President Roberta Metsola read
out the result at the legislature.
The re-election ensures leadership
continuity for the 27-nation bloc
as it wrestles with crises ranging
from the war in Ukraine to cli-
mate change, migration and
housing shortages.
A majority in the 720-seat legis-
lature voted for the German
Christian Democrat after a speech
in which she pledged to be a
strong leader for Europe in a time
of crisis and polarization.
Von der Leyen gained 401 of the
707 votes cast. There were 284
votes against her candidacy, 15
abstentions and seven void bal-
lots. The secret ballot came hot on
the heels of strong gains by the far
right in last month’s election for
the European Parliament. “I will
never let the extreme polarisation
of our societies become accepted.
I will never accept that dema-
gogues and extremists destroy our
European way of life. And I

stand here today ready to lead the
fight with all the Democratic
forces in this house,” von der
Leyen said in her final pitch. If
lawmakers had rejected her can-
didacy, it would leave leaders of
the 27-nation bloc scrambling to
find a replacement as Europe
grapples with crises ranging from
the war in Ukraine to climate
change. Instead, the continent
now has an experienced pair of
hands at the helm. In a speech that
sought to shore up support from
across the political spectrum,
von der Leyen pledged to
strengthen the EU economy, its
police and border agencies, tack-
le migration and pursue policies
tackling climate change while also
helping farmers who have staged
protests against what they call sti-
fling EU bureaucracy and envi-
ronmental rules. She also took a
swipe at Hungarian Prime
Minister Viktor Orban and his

recent visit to Russia shortly after
his country took over the rotat-
ing six-month EU presidency.
“This so-called peace mission was
nothing but an appeasement
mission,” von der Leyen said as
she vowed that Europe would
remain shoulder-to-shoulder with
Ukraine. One radical right law-
maker, Diana Iovanovici-Sosoaca
of Romania, was escorted out of
the parliament’s chamber for
heckling a speaker during the
debate following von der Leyen’s
speech. Iovanovici-Sosoaca briefly
wore what appeared to be a
muzzle and held up religious
icons before being led out of the
room. Over the past five years,
von der Leyen has steered the bloc
through a series of crises, includ-
ing Britain’s exit from the EU, the
COVID-19 pandemic and
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. She
has also pushed a Green Deal
aiming to make the EU climate-
neutral by 2050. As the debate
ended, she told lawmakers: “I
hope to have your trust and con-
fidence for the next years. Long
live Europe.” Von der Leyen’s elec-
tion came as newly elected UK
Prime Minister Keir Starmer was
welcoming some 45 heads of gov-
ernment to discuss migration,
energy security and the threat
from Russia as he seeks to restore
relations between the UK and its
European neighbours. The lead-

ers signed off on the conservative
German von der Leyen at a
summit meeting late last month.
The 65-year-old von der Leyen’s
bid was boosted when the
European People’s Party, which
includes von der Leyen’s Christian
Democratic Union, remained
the largest group at the EU
Parliament after the elections.
The German politician has been
praised for her leading role dur-
ing the coronavirus crisis, when
the EU bought vaccines collec-
tively for its citizens. But she also
found herself receiving sharp
criticism for the opacity of the
negotiations with vaccine makers.
The EU general court ruled
Wednesday that the commis-
sion did not allow the public
enough access to information
about COVID-19 vaccine pur-
chase agreements it secured with
pharmaceutical companies dur-
ing the pandemic. Before voting
got underway, a majority of law-
makers rejected a motion from a
leftist bloc in parliament calling
for the election to be delayed until
September in light of the court
ruling. Following the elections for
EU Parliament, European Union
leaders agreed on the officials who
will hold the key positions in the
world’s biggest trading bloc in the
coming years for issues ranging
from antitrust investigations to
foreign policy.
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The Bangladesh government
on Thursday expressed

willingness to hold talks with
the students protesting against
the quota system in jobs after
fresh violence erupted across
the country as they attempted
to enforce a nationwide shut-
down over the issue.
Authorities deployed Border
Guard Bangladesh personnel
across the country including
the capital, to maintain law and
order, the official BSS news
agency reported.
Addressing a press conference,
Law Minister Anisul Huq said
the government decided to sit
in for a dialogue with protest-
ing students and entrusted him
and Education Minister
Mohibul Hassan Chowdhury
with the task of the discussion.
“Whenever they agree, we will
sit...it could be held this
(Thursday) afternoon even,”
he said.
“Government has agreed to
hold talks with the quota
reformists,” he told journalists
at a press briefing.
He also said Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina asked
the law minister to take the ini-
tiative to hold an early hearing
of the quota-related case pend-
ing with the Supreme Court.
He said he has already instruct-
ed the Attorney General to take

the initiative on this, and the
AG will file an appeal with the
Supreme Court on Sunday
seeking an early hearing of the
case.
The government has decided to
form a judicial probe commit-
tee led by High Court Justice
Khandaker Diliruzzaman to
investigate the violent inci-
dents that have claimed at least
seven lives, including four stu-
dents.
The committee will be formed
upon receiving approval from
the chief justice.
The law minister also request-
ed the protesters to either end
or suspend their protest as the
government is ready to hold
talks with them.
Fresh violence erupted in
Bangladesh on Thursday after
an overnight lull as thousands
of students attempted to
enforce a nationwide shut-
down.
Mainstream media and wit-
nesses said the protesters
clashed with police, leaving
many people injured and
prompting people to stay
indoors. Owners preferred to
keep many shopping malls
shut.
According to TV footage, riot
police fired rubber bullets and
tear gas canisters to disperse
protesters while students
aligned with Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina’s ruling Awami
League confronted them on the

streets with bricks and bamboo
sticks.
Witnesses said the protesters
laid a siege on the state-run
Bangladesh Television Bhaban
in the Rampura area in Dhaka
and damaged its front side
while some 1,200 staff, includ-
ing journalists, were stranded
inside.
The protestors overnight
vowed to enforce a “complete
shutdown” after days of
demonstrations and violent
clashes that left at least seven
dead.
The seventh death was report-
ed on Thursday in Dhaka.
Government offices and banks
were open as paramilitary
Border Guard Bangladesh
(BGB), riot police and elite
anti-crime Rapid Action
Battalion (RAB) patrolled
streets in Dhaka and other
major cities, but the atten-
dance appeared thin because of
limited transport.
Many offices asked their staff
to work from home.
Bus services between Dhaka
and the rest of the country were
also cut off, with people stay-
ing at home.
Staff members at different bus
counters in Dhaka’s Gabtoli and
Sayedabad Bus Terminal told
The Daily Star that bus owners
have asked them not to run any
buses on the roads. Many bus
counters at the terminal were
closed. Additionally, buses were

seen standing idle in queues at
the terminal, our correspon-
dent reports from the spot.
Local markets and shopping
malls had limited entry points
open. Some roadside shops
were open, while others
remained closed.
The clashes erupted on
Monday as activists of ruling
Awami League’s student front
confronted the protestors who
insist the existing quota system
was largely debarring the enrol-
ment of meritorious students in
government services.
Demonstrators accused the
ruling party’s student wing,
Bangladesh Chhatra League of
attacking their “peaceful
protests” with backing from the
police.
Fifty-six per cent of govern-
ment jobs are reserved under
the current quota system, with
30 being for the descendants of
the 1971 Liberation War free-
dom fighters, 10 per cent for
backward administrative dis-
tricts, 10 per cent for women,
five per cent for ethnic minor-
ity groups and one per cent for
the handicapped people.
Every year some 3,000 govern-
ment jobs open up to nearly
400,000 graduates.
The protestors waged the cam-
paign for the reform of the sys-
tem, saying it was debarring
meritorious students’ recruit-
ment in first-class and second-
class government jobs. 
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Acrucial meeting of China’s
ruling Communist Party

on Thursday adopted a resolu-
tion for comprehensive reforms
to lift the sluggish growth of the
world’s second-largest economy
by achieving socialist moderni-
sation by 2035 and re-empha-
sised President Xi Jinping’s “core”
leadership position. Stated to be
a defining moment of Xi’s lead-
ership of the party, the third
plenum of the Communist Party
of China (CPC) Central
Committee discussed and
adopted a report, presented by
Xi, 71, an official communique
said here at the end of the four-
day meet. The plenum took
place at a time when China,
beset by a slowdown affected by
COVID lockdowns, is struggling
with various curbs and sanctions
from the US and the EU, espe-
cially for its high-tech products.
It is also trying to assure both
foreign business and the private
sector at home about the coun-
try’s economic prospects to
attract investments as the eco-
nomic growth, in the April to
June quarter, slowed to 4.7 per
cent on an annual basis.
Xi delivered explanatory
remarks on the draft version of
the resolution proposing reforms
to revitalise broad sections of the
economy at the meeting attend-
ed by 364 members of the CPC
Central Committee, which is the
top policy body of the party.
Although details of the reform
package presented by Xi are yet
to be released, the commu-

nique said he mostly focussed on
building a high-standard social-
ist market economy.
“The overall objectives of fur-

ther deepening reform compre-
hensively are to continue
improving and developing the
system of socialism with
Chinese characteristics and
modernise China’s system and
capacity for governance,” the
communique said.
“By 2035, we will have finished
building a high-standard social-
ist market economy in all
respects, further improved the
system of socialism with
Chinese characteristics, general-
ly modernised our system and
capacity for governance, and
basically realised socialist mod-
ernisation,” it said.
The reform tasks laid out in the
resolution shall be completed by
the time the country celebrates
its 80th founding anniversary in
2029, it added. The Plenum also
highlighted the “core” leadership

position of Xi, who is in his
unprecedented third five-year
term in power and called for
improving national security
institutions and the CPC’s con-
trol over the military “to effec-
tively safeguard the country’s sta-
bility and security over the long
term,” the communiqué said.
Aiming to achieve basic mod-
ernisation of national defence
and the armed forces, the com-
muniqué further urged main-
taining the Party’s absolute lead-
ership over the armed forces and
fully strengthening the military
through reforms for a strong
guarantee for realising the goals
for the centenary of the People’s
Liberation Army in 2027.
In improving the Party’s leader-
ship “we must acquire a deep
understanding of the decisive
significance of establishing
Comrade Xi Jinping’s core posi-
tion on the Party Central
Committee and in the Party as
a whole and establishing the
guiding role of Xi Jinping
Thought on Socialism with
Chinese Characteristics for a
New Era,” it said.

In building a high-standard
socialist market economy, the
role of the market must be bet-
ter leveraged, with a fairer and
more dynamic market environ-
ment to be fostered and resource
allocation to be made as efficient
and productive as possible.
Restrictions on the market will
be lifted while effective regula-
tion will be ensured to better
maintain order in the market
and remedy market failures, the
communique said.
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Beijing (PTI): At least 16 peo-
ple were killed after a fire broke
out at a shopping mall in south-
west China’s Sichuan Province.
The incident occurred on
Wednesday around 6 pm at the
14-story building, located in a
high-tech zone in the city of
Zigong, Sichuan province,
according to Chinese state
media.
Dramatic images and videos
showed a huge column of black
smoke billowing from the
building. Several people were
also seen gathered on a balcony.
The rescue operation was com-
pleted on Thursday. Around 75
people who were trapped inside
the building were evacuated, the
local fire department said.
A total of 16 people have been
killed, and the rest were evac-
uated from the building, state-
run Xinhua news agency
reported.
According to the preliminary
investigations, the fire was
caused by construction work,
the report added.
China’s Ministry of Emergency
Management and National Fire
and Rescue Administration
said it has dispatched a work-
ing team to investigate the inci-
dent. Fire experts from across
the country will also be sent to
participate in the accident
investigation, the Ministry said.
China continues to witness
major fire accidents despite
the directives from President Xi
Jinping to implement strict
preventive measures for provin-
cial governments.
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North Korea resumed flying
balloons likely carrying

trash toward South Korea on
Thursday, the South’s military
said, days after it vowed to
respond to what it called
repeated South Korean civilian
leafleting campaigns in the
North.
South Korea’s Joint Chiefs of

Staff said in a statement that
the balloons were flying north
of Seoul, which is about an
hour’s drive from the border,
on Thursday afternoon.
It warned the South Korea
public to be cautious of falling
objects and report to authori-

ties if they spot balloons on the
ground. 
Beginning in late May, North
Korea has floated numerous
balloons carrying wastepaper,
scraps of cloth, cigarette butts

and even manure toward South
Korea, saying they were in
response to South Korean
activists sending political
leaflets to the North via their
own balloons. No hazardous
materials were found. 
In response, South Korea sus-
pended a 2018 tension-reduc-
tion deal with North Korea,
resuming propaganda broad-
casts briefly and front-line
live-fire military drills at bor-
der areas.
Earlier this week, the powerful
sister of North Korean leader
Kim Jong Un vowed to
respond to what she called new
South Korean civilian leaflet-
ing activities. She said South

Korean balloons have been
found frequently at the North
Korean border and other
areas.In her statement Tuesday,
Kim Yo Jong threatened new
retaliatory steps, saying South
Korean “scum” must be ready
to pay “a gruesome and dear
price.” 
That raised concerns that
North Korea could stage phys-
ical provocations, rather than
balloon launches. South
Korea’s military said
Wednesday it has boosted its
readiness to brace for any
provocation by North Korea. It
said North Korea may fire at
incoming South Korean bal-
loons across the border. 

1;��
��	����
�����������$��������	����
Kathmandu (PTI): Rescuers in Nepal
have so far recovered 19 bodies, includ-
ing that of four Indians, after two buses
were swept into a swollen river following
a landslide in the Chitwan district last
week, sources here said on Thursday.
The landslide happened in the Simaltal
area along the Narayanghat-Mugling
road in Chitwan district on Friday. Out
of 54 people, three people swam to safe-
ty soon after the incident.
Twenty-four people, including seven
Indian nationals, were travelling on the
first bus heading towards Kathmandu
from Birgunj. Another bus heading to
Gaur from Kathmandu was carrying 30
people. The two buses plunged into the
Trishuli River when heavy mudslides hit
them.

Bodies of nineteen people have been
recovered from the Simaltal twin bus acci-
dent site so far. Out of 19 bodies, four
corpses belong to Indian nationals,
according to the Armed Police Force
sources.
Five male dead bodies are yet to be iden-
tified.
The local authorities in Nepal are coor-
dinating with the Indian authorities in
Bihar and UP to carry out rescue work.
The search and rescue works continued
on Thursday too, according to the police.  
On Wednesday, the dead body of Indian
national Vivek Kumar, 27, was recovered
during the search carried out by securi-
ty personnel.
Earlier, three dead bodies belonging to
Rishi Pal Shah, 28, Jay Prakash Thakur,

30 and Sajad Ansari, 23, were recovered
from the accident site.
The authorities have used high-quality
sonar cameras, powerful magnets and
water drones to assist in the rescue
works.
The bodies from the two buses were
washed away down the Trishuli River as
far as 100 kilometres.
Nepal’s rivers are generally fast-flowing
due to the mountainous terrain. Heavy
monsoon downpours in the past few days
have swollen the waterways and turned
them murky brown, making it even
more difficult to see the wreckage.
Monsoon season brings heavy rains to
Nepal from June to September, often trig-
gering landslides in the mountainous
Himalayan country.
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Newly-appointed Prime
Minister K P Sharma Oli

on Thursday said that Nepal’s
future is “bright”, but its current
scenario needs to be changed,
amidst frequent political tur-
moil in the Himalayan nation.

Oli, who was sworn in on
Monday as the Himalayan
nation’s prime minister for the
fourth time, said the country’s
current scenario is not good,
The Rising Nepal newspaper
reported.
Addressing the Engineer Day
event here, the 72-year-old
veteran Communist leader said
that though the country is
praiseworthy, its situation does
not match it.
Nepal has faced frequent polit-
ical turmoil as the country has
seen 14 governments in the
past 16 years after the
Republican system was intro-
duced. 
“There is an issue in the coun-
try. If a body is unwell, then it
cannot be said that hands are
fine. Just like when the fever
comes, the whole body suffers;
the situation of the country is
not good overall, at least not
praiseworthy,” Oli was quoted
as saying.
“The history of our country is
glorious and worth praising,
just like the country is. There
is no doubt that the future of
our country is good, but it is,
at present, not in a place of sat-
isfaction. Therefore, it needs to

be changed,” he said.   He
underscored that the need of
the hour was to take the coun-
try towards betterment from
the present deteriorated condi-
tion, Nepal’s state-run RSS
news agency reported.
Asserting that the government
was involved in resolving the
country’s existing problems,
Oli said, “There is no condition
of being satisfied. We have to
change this condition. There is
no doubt that the future of the
country is bright.” He expressed
commitment that the govern-
ment would advance, resolving
problems surfacing in every
sector.
Oli, who needs to secure a vote
of confidence from Parliament
within 30 days of appoint-
ment, will take a vote of con-
fidence on Sunday. PTI 
Meanwhile, Chinese Premier Li
Qiang on Thursday expressed
his desire to implement the
understanding reached
between the top leaders and the
two countries in the past to col-
laborate under the China-
Nepal Belt and Road
Cooperation and also to pro-
mote collaboration in other
areas to further promote bilat-
eral ties.
In a message to the newly
appointed Prime Minister of
Nepal, Li extended hearty con-
gratulations to KP Sharma Oli
on behalf of the Chinese gov-
ernment and on his own behalf. 
He also expressed his desire to
implement the understanding

reached between the top lead-
ers and the two countries in the
past to collaborate under the
China-Nepal Belt and Road
Cooperation and also to pro-
mote collaboration in other
areas as well.
Nepal and China signed a
memorandum of understand-
ing on the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI), a flagship ini-
tiative of Chinese President Xi
Jinping.
Under this, the two countries
are expected to focus on con-
nectivity, trade, development
strategies, and policy dialogue
for cooperation in the fields of
economy, environment, tech-
nology and culture, among
others.
Li said that he is always willing
to see new progress in Nepal -
China-friendly strategic part-
nership for attaining develop-
ment and prosperity.
Li also said the relations
between the two countries are
based on peaceful coexistence,
equality and collaboration in a
win-win situation.
During Chinese President Xi
Jinping’s visit to Nepal in 2019,
the existing bilateral relations
between Nepal and China were
elevated to a strategic level. It
was agreed by both countries to
transform the Nepal-China
relationship from a “compre-
hensive partnership of cooper-
ation featuring everlasting
friendship” to a “strategic part-
nership for development and
prosperity.” 

��%��
���������	��
���	
���������������
��	9�6+.
��	�����	����������
		����������	���������
����	

being employed to blindside
the most popular party of the
country, thwarting freedom of
speech even after oppression,
now sounds like freedom to
discriminate, by the power
hub. PTI 

Lahore (PTI): After successful-
ly blocking X for over six
months, the Pakistan govern-
ment has targeted more social
media platforms — Facebook
and Instagram — and restrict-
ed their access to the people, a
step seen as a plan to impose a
complete ban on social media.
Since Wednesday, Facebook
and Instagram have been
restricted in Pakistan, causing
users to experience difficulties
accessing the social media plat-
forms across various internet
service providers (ISPs).
Some users are also experienc-
ing issues with other Meta-
owned apps, such as WhatsApp.
There has been no official word
so far from the Pakistani gov-
ernment regarding restrictions
placed on access to Facebook
and Instagram. The ban comes
amid an ongoing tussle between
the superior judiciary, former
premier Imran Khan’s Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) and the
powerful military establishment
which is apparently running the
government.
The Punjab government led by
Chief Minister Maryam Nawaz
earlier had asked the federal
government to ban all social
media platforms — YouTube, X,
WhatsApp, Facebook,
Instagram, TikTok, etc — from
6 to 11 Muharram (July 13 to
18) in Punjab, a province of over
120 m people, to “control hate

material, misinformation to
avoid sectarian violence” during
the holy month.
Nayatel, a telecommunication

company, said on X on
Thursday: “Facebook and
Instagram services have been
disrupted with all service
providers across the country for
the last two days. This blockage
is in addition to the already
blocked Twitter/X. We are wait-
ing for a reply from the Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority
for the reasons for this blockage
and when this ban will be lift-
ed.”
Downdetector which tracks
outages by collating status
reports from several sources
including users showed that
user reports indicated problems
in accessing Facebook.
According to NetBlocks, a glob-
al internet tracking agency,
“Restrictions on Facebook are in
effect on multiple providers in
Pakistan.”
X (formerly Twitter) has been
banned in Pakistan since
February 17, 2024, following
outrage on the “stolen mandate”
of Imran Khan’s Pakistan
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) backed
candidates in the February 8
general election. Pakistan Army
Chief Gen Asim Munir has
already declared social media a
“vicious media” and under-
scored the need to fight against
this “digital terrorism.”

Pakistan’s Deputy Prime
Minister Ishaq Dar who also has
the portfolio of foreign minis-
ter has also called for placing a
complete ban on social media.
Both the military and the gov-
ernment have been receiving
backlash on social media since
the ouster of former prime
minister Imran Khan through a
no-confidence motion in April
2022. The government has
arrested dozens of social media
activities of Khan’s party since
then. After keeping mum on the
ban on X for about five months,
the Ministry of Interior recent-
ly told a higher court that it had
taken the step as “X is a threat
to peace and national security
as it spreads “misinformation
and incites violence.”
The Shehbaz government also
said that the ban was imposed
on X “on the basis of reports
from the intelligence agencies.”
Khan’s PTI on Thursday lam-

basted placing restrictions on
more social media apps like
Facebook, saying: “After Twitter,
Facebook and Instagram were
also banned in Pakistan.
Freedom of speech and access
to information is not just a con-
cept of the inherent human right
to voice one’s opinion publicly
without fear of censorship or
punishment, but also a right
everyone’s born with.”
The PTI further said that times
like these when all tactics are
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Steps such as increasing
exports, making local

currency trading workable
and a free trade agreement
with the Eurasian Economic
Union will help boost trade
between India and Russia,
think tank GTRI said on
Thursday.
India should not worry over

the trade deficit, as it is
getting crude petroleum oil
at cheaper than market rates
from Russia and it is also
cutting India’s overall oil
import bill, the Global Trade
Research Initiative (GTRI)
said.
Since the Ukraine war began
in February 2022 and the US
imposed sanctions on
Russia, the trade
relationship between India
and Russia has shifted
significantly.
There has been a sharp
increase in imports from
Russia, resulting in a notable
trade imbalance.
Exports during the financial
year 2020-21 and 2023-24
grew by 59 per cent, while
imports surged by about
8,300 per cent, the report
said, adding the trade deficit
rose from USD 2.8 billion
before the war in 2020-21 to
USD 57.2 billion at present.
It said that the import surge
is solely due to India’s

strategic procurement of
crude oil from Russia
influenced by favourable
trade terms and Russia’s
need to find new markets
amidst Western sanctions.
During Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s Russia
visit on July 8-9, India and
Russia have set an
ambitious bilateral trade
target of USD 100 billion
by 2030.
With current bilateral trade
at USD 65.7 billion in
2023-24, the target seems
achievable, GTRI Founder
Ajay Srivastava said.
In 2023-24, India’s exports
to Russia were 4.3 billion,
while imports driven by
crude oil stood at USD 61.4

billion.
Share of crude oil and
petroleum products in
imports was 88 per cent.
India exports a diverse
range of products to Russia
including smartphones,
shrimp, medicine, meat,
tiles, coffee, parts of
airplanes and helicopters,
chemicals, computers, and
fruits.
“India has competitive
advantage in these
products and hence the
potential to export more to
Russia. India should
prepare a product-level
strategy to promote
exports,” Srivastava said.
On local currency trade,
the report said that trade

cannot be settled in rupee
due to limited international
use of the Indian rupee and
Russia’s reluctance to
accumulate it beyond a
limit.
After the Ukraine war, the
US put sanctions on Russia,
not allowing it to use
SWIFT (Society for
Worldwide Interbank
F i n a n c i a l
Te l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n )
pipeline for dollar
transactions.
The key question for India
is finding the best way to
pay Russia the amount
equal to USD 60 billion in
trade deficit.
“Local currency trading
would be the best solution.
To facilitate this, India
needs to establish a
transparent and open
currency exchange. This
exchange would provide
clear, market-determined
exchange rates between
local currencies like Indian
rupee and other currencies
such as the Russian rouble,
Malaysian ringgit, Thai
baht, or Chinese yuan,” it
said.
It added that this would not
only give banks a reliable
reference for issuing letters
of credit but also help
businesses understand
currency volatility better.
“Countries with currency
surpluses, like Russia with

its Indian rupee surplus
from oil exports to India,
could exchange their
surplus for other currencies
more efficiently in such a
multi-currency exchange
platform,” it said.
It also suggested making
the International North-
South Transport Corridor
(INSTC) functional.
The INSTC is a 7,200-
kilometer multi-modal
route linking India with
Iran, Azerbaijan, Russia,
Central Asia, and Europe.
“When functional, it would
reduce transit time
between India and western
Russian ports from 45 to 25
days and cut freight costs
by 30 per cent compared to
the Suez Canal route.
INSTC, despite these
advantages, has limited use
due to underinvestment in
infrastructure,” it said.
The frequent loading and
unloading of cargo along
the INSTC and the
involvement of sanctioned
Iran also pose logistical
challenges. Chabahar is a
key part of this corridor.
India is negotiating the
‘India-Eurasian Economic
Union (EAEU) Trade
Agreement” with Russia,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Armenia, and Belarus.
Formal talks for the
agreement have not yet
started.
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Equity benchmark indices
turned negative soon after

hitting new record-high levels
in a highly volatile trade on
Thursday.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
opened on a weak note, but
bounced back later and
climbed 193.9 points to hit a
new record peak of 80,910.45.
However, the benchmark
failed to hold on to the gains
and traded 151.38 points
lower at 80,550.97 at 11:22
hours.
Similarly, the NSE Nifty after
a weak beginning recovered
the early lost ground and
climbed 65.9 points to hit a
fresh lifetime high of
24,678.90. The Nifty also gave
up all the gains and quoted
66.35 points down at
24,546.65.
Among the Sensex pack,
Adani Ports, Asian Paints,
Tata Steel, NTPC, Power Grid
and UltraTech Cement were
the biggest laggards.
On the contrary, Tata
Consultancy Services,
Hindustan Unilever, Bajaj
Finserv, Tech Mahindra and
State Bank of India were
trading in the positive
territory.

In Asian markets, Seoul,
Tokyo and Shanghai were
trading lower, while Hong
Kong quoted higher.
The US markets ended mostly
lower on Wednesday.
Global oil benchmark Brent
crude climbed 0.45 per cent
to USD 85.45 a barrel.
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) bought
equities worth Rs 1,271.45
crore on Tuesday, according
to exchange data.
Stock markets were closed on
Wednesday on account of
Muharram.
The BSE benchmark climbed
51.69 points or 0.06 per cent
to settle at a new lifetime high
of 80,716.55 on Tuesday. The
NSE Nifty went up by 26.30
points or 0.11 per cent to
settle at an all-time closing
high of 24,613. 
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With India looking to
embrace artificial

intelligence rapidly,
cybersecurity players expect
that the upcoming Union
Budget will include measures
to boost safety of the
country’s digital space
through further allocation of
funds and incentives.
Innefu Labs, CEO and Co-
founder Tarun Wig said the
global focus on AI presents a
critical juncture for India.
“The AI and ML (machine
learning) models can be
trained to identify and
prevent ‘zero-day’ attacks. But
this will require support from
the government (in)
nurturing and retaining top
cyber talent, and empowering
companies to invest in
training AI models for
cybersecurity,” Wig said.
He added that while other
nations are busy building
their AI infrastructure, India
must prioritise on optimum
use of AI which could include
training AI and ML models
for improving our defence
and intelligence posture, and
to reduce cyber crimes which
are on the rise, to identify
money laundering networks
or using AI to take
governance to the far flung
villages of the country.
“Adding government support

for research and development

initiatives to proven
companies in the private
sector and not just academia
would create a win-win
situation. It would attract and
retain talent while enabling
companies, large and small, to
innovate. This, in turn, would
foster a digital environment
that can support future
advancements in AI and other
emerging technologies,” Wig
said.
The government had
announced a fund worth Rs 1
lakh crore for R&D in sunrise
technologies in the interim
budget for financial year
2024-25.
IIT Kanpur’s Artificial
Intelligence and Innovation-
Driven Entrepreneurship
Centre of Excellence (AIIDE-
CoE) incubated Future Crime
Research Foundation (FCRF),
Co-Founder Shashank
Shekhar said investment on
cybersecurity is similar to

insurance for digital
economies.
He said India faces one of the
highest number of cyber
attacks globally every year.
“While the government is
making an effort to digitally
empower every citizen of the
country, it becomes
imperative to secure them as
well. We request the
government to consider
building Indian champions in
the cybersecurity space to
meet the aspiration of Viksit
Bharat by 2047,” Shekhar said.
Futurex, South Asia-Vice
President, Ruchin Kumar said
it is important to increase
funding for cybersecurity
training programs to address
the workforce skill gap.
“To achieve this,
collaborations with
educational institutions to
develop specialized
cybersecurity courses and
certifications must be

fostered. We strongly
recommend fund allocation
specifically for protecting
critical infrastructure, such as
power grids, transportation
networks, and healthcare
systems, from cyber threats,”
he said.
He said that the government
should also mandate and fund
regular security audits and
vulnerability assessments for
critical infrastructure sectors.
Zeron, Founder, Sanket
Sarkar said the government
has consistently
demonstrated its
commitment to this critical
industry through strategic
investments and supportive
policies.
“Reflecting on the past years,
it’s clear that our digital
defenses have been
significantly strengthened. I
am optimistic that this year’s
budget will further amplify
this focus, with substantial
allocations to enhance our
cybersecurity infrastructure,”
he said.

Sarkar said
continued prioritisation of
cyber resilience and
innovation is crucial for
defending against evolving
threats and driving economic
growth. “This budget will not
be merely a financial
planning; it’ll be a bold
declaration of India’s intent to
become a global cybersecurity
leader,” he said. 
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Toshiba Group on
Thursday said it will

invest 10 billion Japanese yen
(over Rs 500 crore) to
increase the capacity of
producing power
transmission and distribution
equipment in India.
Toshiba Transmission &
Distribution Systems (India)
Pvt Ltd (TTDI) will increase
its capacity of manufacturing
power transformers and
distribution transformers by
about 1.5 times compared to
FY2023, over a three-year
period from FY2024 to
FY2026, it stated.
Toshiba Group has positioned
power T&D as a focus
business and will invest about
JPY 10 billion (over Rs 500
crore) in TTDI to expand its
capacity.
Hiroshi Furuta, Chairperson
and Managing Director,
TTDI, said in the statement,
“Furthering our commitment
to make-in-India and export-
from-India, the new
investment will improve
operational efficiency,
increase speed-to-market,
and support in expanding our
business in India and
overseas.”
With this investment, TTDI
will increase its assembly and
test line capacity for
distribution transformers and

power transformers for the
transmission grids and
distribution networks.
Enhanced testing capacity for
power transformers will
represent a significant
upgrade, specifically geared
towards expanding exports as
well as meeting the high
demand for 400kV/765kV
transformers in the Indian
market.
Distribution transformer
expansion is aimed at
creating a dedicated facility
for CRGO (Cold Rolled
Grain Oriented) steel
processing centre in order to
enhance the vertical
integration facility, which
would help the company
reduce the process lead time
and enhance quality and
safety, the company said.
Besides, TTDI will also build
a new manufacturing facility

for surge arresters during the
first half of FY24 and the
products will be
commercially available in the
market by the second half of
the year.
TTDI offers a range of
innovative and reliable
technologies for the
renewable energy sector,
including photovoltaic (PV)
inverters, power
transformers, gas-insulated
switchgear (GIS), and
inverter duty transformers.
TTDI is also focusing on
enhancement of GIS,
transformers, control relay &
substation automation
system solutions to
applications in energy
(renewable sector), data
centre for smart cities, and
for industry segments like
petro chemical plants,
refineries and railway. 
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Wireless and fixed-
network equipment

maker Nokia Thursday
reported a double-digit fall in
profit and sales in the second
quarter due to a continuing
weak market as clients are
holding off investments in 5G
technology.
The Espoo, Finland-based
company reported a net profit
of 328 million euros (USD
359 million) for the April-
June period, down 20 per cent
from 409 million euros (USD
447 million) a year earlier.
Net income attributable to
shareholders was 325 million
euros (USD 355 million),
down from 410 million euros
a year earlier.
Similarly to its Nordic rival
Ericsson of Sweden, Nokia
has suffered in the past year
from operators cutting back
on investments into 5G and
other telecom technology
because of economic
uncertainty and high
financing costs.
“Our financial performance
in the second quarter
continued to be impacted by
the ongoing market weakness
with net sales declining 18 per
cent year-on-year in constant
currency,” Nokia CEO Pekka
Lundmark said in a
statement. Nokia’s sales were
down 18 per cent at 4.5 billion
euros (USD 4.9 billion)

compared with 5.4 billion
euros (USD 5.9 billion) a year
earlier.
The Finnish company is one

of the world’s main suppliers
of 5G, the latest generation of
broadband technology along
with Ericsson, China’s Huawei
and South Korea’s Samsung.
Lundmark said that the
company’s sales would
improve in the second half of
this year, particularly in its
network infrastructure
business unit.
“Looking forward, we believe

the industry is stabilizing and
given the order intake seen in
recent quarters we expect a
significant acceleration in net
sales growth in the second
half,” he said.
However, in Nokia’s mobile

network unit, the biggest
business entity during the
quarter by sales, “the market
dynamic remains challenging
as operators continue to be
cautious” of spending in 5G
technology and equipment,
Lundmark said.

�'&�
�����	
������1��		�����--����

����� ��������	

Sales of luxury housing units,
each costing Rs 4 crore and
above, rose 27 per cent to
around 8,500 units during the
January-June period across
seven major cities on high
demand, according to real
estate consultant CBRE.
In its report ‘India Market
Monitor Q2 2024’ released on
Thursday, CBRE said that
India’s luxury housing (units
priced Rs 4 crore and above)
segment maintained strong
sales momentum, registering
a 27 per cent annual increase
in January-June 2024.
“Total sales of luxury units
during the January-June
period stood at around 8,500
compared to about 6,700
units during the same period
last year,” the consultant said.
Delhi-NCR, Mumbai and
Hyderabad emerged as
prominent markets,
accounting for nearly 84 per
cent of the total luxury
housing sales across the top
seven cities. Further, Pune
recorded a noteworthy
increase in luxury sales
activity with demand growing
nearly six-fold on an annual
basis to touch around 1,100

units.
Sales in Delhi-NCR rose 14
per cent annually to 3,300
units. Mumbai saw a growth
of 14 per cent to 2,500 units.
Housing sales in Hyderabad
stood at 1,300 units, up 44 per
cent annually.
Pune registered sales of 1,100
units, marking a 450 per cent
year-on-year increase during
this period.
In Chennai and Kolkata, sales
of luxury housing units, each
priced at Rs 4 crore and
above, remained flat at 100
units and 200 units,
respectively.

CBRE data showed that
Bengaluru did not witness
any sale in this price
category during the January-
June 2024 period as against
200 units in the year-ago
period.
Anshuman Magazine,
Chairman & CEO - India,
South-East Asia, the Middle
East & Africa at CBRE, said,
“We foresee a strong
momentum in the housing
market for the remainder of
the year. This optimism is
driven by favourable home
buying sentiments, festive
season promotions, and

significant land acquisitions
by developers.”
These elements are expected
to balance supply and
demand dynamics and
invigorate market activity, he
added.
“The luxury housing
segment, particularly for
properties priced at INR 4
crore and above, is set to
thrive as buyers seek homes
that align with their affluent
lifestyles. Capital value
growth in this segment is
projected to stabilise, with
an increasing focus on core
project fundamentals such
as quality, location, and
access to essential
infrastructure,” Magazine
said.
Moreover, he said the
ongoing mega infrastructure
projects across the country,
including transportation
networks, highways, airports
and metro systems, are
poised to bolster real estate
growth.
“These developments are
likely to unlock new
markets, establish satellite
cities, and stimulate growth
in peripheral areas, making
luxury housing an attractive
investment,” Magazine said.
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Ahead of the budget,
recycling industry body

MRAI has urged the
government to remove the
import duty on aluminium
scrap, saying it will help
promote sustainability in the
industry.
According to the Material
Recycling Association of
India (MRAI), the recycling
process of aluminium scrap
emits only 0.3 million tonnes
(MT) of Co2 on per tonne of
production compared to 14
tonnes of carbon emissions
on the production of 1 MT of
aluminium through smelters
route which involves
maintaining of coal-based
capacities for power supply.
“Among the key challenges
faced by the Indian
aluminium recycling industry
is 2.5 per cent import duty on
aluminium scrap. It is a key
raw material for aluminium
recycling and the government
should make it to zero until
the quality material (scrap) is
available in sufficient quantity
in the domestic market,”AI
said in a letter to Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman.
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman will present the
full Union Budget for the

financial year 2024-25 in
Parliament on July 23.
Many countries have realized
the importance of scrap that it
is sustainable because of
recyclable in nature.
The demand driver for
aluminium in the next few
years is going to be
substantially higher due to
India’s projected higher
growth of GDP and ambitious
infrastructure development.
The production of primary
aluminium metal is also
associated with the
consumption of large
volumes of natural resources,
bauxite ore and coal and the
generation of large quantities
of solid wastes, it noted.
“Aluminium recycling has
become an important part of
aluminium production in
India because it is much less
energy intensive than the
production of primary
aluminium,”AI said.
Lower per capita aluminium
consumption of 2.5 kg in
India is also a challenge
against a world average of 11

kg, as the recycling industry
has to rely more on imports
for quality aluminium scrap
to meet the shortfall.
“India’s aluminium recycling
industry plays a pivotal role in
harmonising efforts to
combat climate change and
bolster environmental
sustainability. Recycling helps
to combat the climate crisis by
limiting the use of raw
materials, protecting natural
resources like bauxite and
reducing the waste going into
landfills,”AI President Sanjay
Mehta said.
“We need to take decisive
steps here when it comes to its
goals towards sustainability
and low carbon ecosystem.
World over metal scrap,
especially Aluminium is
considered as the greenest
raw material to be used for
metal production.
“Having import duties on
Aluminium scrap could be
retrograde and would
decelerate our efforts in
reaching sustainability goals,”
said Dhawal Shah, Senior
Vice President, ofAI.
The association has also
sought zero duty on copper
scrap and brass scrap which
attract 2.5 per cent duty at
present, and zinc and lead
which have 5 per cent import
duty. 
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Tyre maker Ceat on
Thursday said its

consolidated net profit
increased by 7 per cent to Rs
154 crore in the first quarter
ended June 2024.
The company had reported a
net profit of Rs 144 crore in the
April-June period of last fiscal.
Revenue increased to Rs 3,193
crore in the first quarter as
against Rs 2,935 crore in the
year-ago period, Ceat Ltd said
in a regulatory filing.
“We are encouraged by the
strong growth we’ve had in the
replacement and export
segments across all categories
during the quarter,” Ceat MD
& CEO Arnab Banerjee said.
Despite facing margin pressure
from significant increases in
raw material costs and ocean
freight, the company is actively
mitigating these challenges
through strategic price
adjustments, he added.
“Our strategic focus on
premiumising passenger car
tyres has begun to yield
positive results. Looking
ahead, we anticipate continued
momentum in volume
throughout Q2 and beyond,”
Banerjee stated.
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Standing on the 2023 National
Games podium adorned with 10
medals, eight of them gold, ace

Indian swimmer Srihari Nataraj was
utterly exhausted.
After all, he had been competing non-
stop at major events since 2017 when he
was just 16, and the relentless
competitive grind, coupled with the
rigours of training had finally taken a
toll on his body.
"I just needed time off to rest because
my 2023 season was crazy and so hectic
with so many races. I think if I didn't
take any time off, my body would have
broken down by now," Nataraj told PTI
in an interview.
"And it could have led to an injury or I
would have lost the drive to train. My
body was under so much stress. I kind
of just needed a few weeks off just to let
my body rest," he added.
Refreshed after the much-needed
break, the 23-year-old is ready for his
second Olympics, where he will
compete in the 100m backstroke event.
Nataraj qualified for the Paris Games
via the Universality Quota, which
allows countries to recommend their
two highest-ranked swimmers for the
showpiece if no one makes the cut
through the regulation process.
Having secured direct qualification for
the previous Tokyo Olympics, the entry
to the Paris Games through the
Universality Quota was not ideal by
Nataraj's own admission. But he has
opted not to dwell on the
disappointment.
"It was annoying and disappointing that
I didn't get the qualifying time because
I had been training really well. But I'm
not really bothered about what

happened," he asserted.
"I got the quota spot. It might be a step
back, but I still got the spot. And now I
can spend the coming weeks either
thinking 'oh, this is not the way I
wanted it'. Or I can focus on what I
want to do in Paris. So, I'm taking it as
motivation."
Since returning from the break, Nataraj
has been training better, which resulted
in two silver medals at the Mare
Nostrum meet in Spain and France in
May.
"This season, the training's been so
much better than last season. It's so
good. I think it's all because of that
break," he said.
There have been times when Nataraj

has come close to a podium finish but
missed out by a fraction of a second.
Some other times, his best performance
has not come at the right time.
"I think it just hasn't clicked on race day
yet," he conceded.
Nataraj has not been able to improve his
best time in the 100m backstroke since
2021, when he clocked 53.77s.
However, he and his coach Nihar
Ameen have been able to identify
where exactly the Bengaluru swimmer
has been lacking.
"I think it's just race execution. I am
working on having a little more speed -
- front end speed and a little more
natural speed so that I don't have to put
in as much effort on the first 50," he

explained. He has been able to improve
his first 50m and claims to have gone
"fastest I've ever been" in training.
"We're doing a lot more high intensity
explosive short sprints. And we're just
hoping that it converts in time and I can
open the first 50 a little more
effortlessly.
"I've always had good capacity in good
second 50m."
Nataraj, who has a season's best of
54.68s, aims to better his personal best
time which would put him in semifinal
contention at the Paris Games.
"I just have a goal towards trying to get
a personal best. And I think if I make a
personal best, it puts me in a good spot
to be in the semifinals."
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Indian club Odisha FC were
drawn alongside Etihad Club

(Jordan) and Lion City Sailors
FC (Singapore) in Group B of
the preliminary stage of the
2024-25 AFC Women's
Champions League, following
the draw conducted in Kuala
Lumpur on Thursday.
Odisha FC, the champions of
the 2023-24 Indian Women's
League, will travel to Jordan to
play in the preliminary stage,
which will be held in a
centralised league format from
August 25 to 31.
Thirteen sides will contest the
preliminary stage, which
features four groups - one
group of four teams and three
groups of three. The four

group winners will qualify for
the 12-team group stage,
joining the other eight clubs
that have qualified directly.
Should Odisha FC top their
preliminary stage group and
qualify for the next group
stage, they will be placed in
Group C alongside Urawa Red
Diamonds Ladies (Japan),
Taichung Blue Whale
Women's Football Team
(Chinese Taipei), and hosts Ho
Chi Minh City Women's FC
(Vietnam).
The group stage comprises
three groups of four teams and
will also be contested in a
centralised league format from
October 6 to 12.
Clubs were seeded and placed
in pots for the draw according
to their respective member

association rankings, based on
the FIFA women's world
ranking (as of March 15, 2024).
The top two finishers of each
group and the two best third-
placed sides will progress to
the quarterfinals, to be played
on March 22 and 23, 2025.
A knockout stage draw will be
conducted prior to the
quarterfinals to determine the
four pairings, which will be
contested in a single-leg
format, with the higher-ranked
team of each tie to serve as the
home side.
This will be followed by a
centralised finals, which will
see the semi-finals and final -
all single-leg ties - being played
out from May 21 to 24, 2025, to
determine the first ever
champions of the tournament.
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Formula 1 driver Kevin
Magnussen will leave Haas

at the end of the season when
his contract expires, the team
said on Thursday.
The 31-year-old Magnussen is
competing in his seventh
season with the American
team, starting 135 grand prix
across two spells, from 2017-20
and 2022-24.
The former McLaren and
Renault driver achieved a
career-high ninth in the
drivers' standings for Haas in
2018. He has five points this
season.
Haas did not say who is going
to replace Magnussen.
"I'm proud to have raced for
such a great team of people

these last few years," he said.
"While I'm looking forward to
the next chapter of my racing
career, I remain fully focused
on giving everything I've got
for the rest of 2024."
On the eve of the Hungarian
Grand Prix, team principal
Ayao Komatsu said he hopes
they can "find a way to keep
working together in some
capacity."
News of Magnussen's
departure came after Oliver
Bearman signed a multiyear
deal with Haas from 2025
onward. The 19-year old
British driver will take the seat
vacated by German driver
Nico Hulkenberg, who is
joining Sauber at the end of the
year ahead of its rebranding to
Audi for 2026.
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With no men picked to
compete in artistic

swimming at the Paris
Olympics, where they are
eligible for the first time, a
former world champion is
ending his career this week.
At the Italian national
championships, four-time
worlds gold medalist Giorgio
Minisini said he is competing
for the last time at age 28.
"Obsession is a young man's
game," Minisini, who was left
off the Italian Olympic team in
April, wrote on his Instagram

account Tuesday. 
Minisini and Bill May of the
United States were the two
most likely Olympic pioneers
aiming to be picked for Paris
as the first men to compete in
artistic swimming. The sport
debuted at the 1984 Los
Angeles Olympics as
synchronized swimming.
However, the 96 athletes
picked by 18 different nations
for the Olympics were all
women.
"World Aquatics is very
disappointed that no male
artistic swimmers have been
selected for Paris 2024," the

governing body said. "This
should have been a landmark
moment for the sport."
The rules change by World
Aquatics in December 2022
allowed up to two men to be
selected in an eight-athlete

squad for the Olympic open
team event. The only other
medal event in Paris is
women's duet.
Minisini specializes in the
mixed duet event which is not
yet on the Olympic program,

and missed selection to the
team event.
May was on the U.S. Team that
won silver and bronze medals
in team acrobatic routine at
the past two world
championships. At age 45, he
did not make the Olympic
team last month.
"All of us in the artistic
swimming community need
to work even harder to
progress opportunities for
male athletes in the sport," said
World Aquatics, which hopes
to add a mixed duet event for
the 2028 Los Angeles
Olympics.
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The iconic LZR Racer, the
swimsuit that Michael

Phelps wore while winning
eight golds medals at the
Beijing Olympics, is still
revered around Speedo's
design center.
It serves as a reminder of just
how much a suit can push a
swimmer to greater heights.
"In so many ways, that was the
golden era," said Coora
Lavezzo, the head of
innovation at Speedo's
Aqualab in London. "We've got
those suits upstairs, and even
though I wasn't there at the
time, I'm fascinated by them
and just how we can get back to
a smidge of that former glory."
Of course, the rules these days
are much more of a hindrance
to swimsuit designers, the
result of a wild summer 15
years ago in which rubberized
attire was all the rage, leading

to 43 world records being set at
the championships in Rome.
The international governing
body, now known as World
Aquatics, decided the
polyurethane suits - many of
them covering nearly the entire
body - were making a mockery
of the sport. So the
organization hastily imposed
strict new rules requiring
textile fabrics and limiting the
amount of body coverage from
the hip to just above the knees
for men, while women's racing
attire cannot extend past the
shoulder or cover the neck.
For coaches such as Bob
Bowman, who worked with
Phelps over his entire career
and was on hand in Rome for a
speed show that bordered on a
farce, the rules are just fine the
way they are.
"Everybody is on a level
playing field," he said. "We're
still breaking world records in
these suits. The sport is

moving forward."
But major swimsuit designers
such as Speedo, TYR and arena
are pushing for the guidelines
to be liberalized.
They pump millions of dollars
into the sport, and would love
nothing more than to be
allowed to come up with
revolutionary new designs that
lead to vastly improved
performances. But as things
stand now, their hands are
largely tied. Faster times come
in tiny increments.
The suits remain an important
element for any swimmer's
performance, but the impact is
nothing like it was during the
rubber era.
"I think a lot of our sport is just
mental," U.S. Olympian
Hunter Armstrong said. "It's
just about feeling good in the
water."
The manufacturers are
desperate to do more.
"When the pushback came

after those world
championships in Rome,
(World Aquatics) freaked out
and they said we need rules
quickly, we need to do
something," said Greg Steyger,
the head of innovation and
design at Italian-based arena.
"Unfortunately, that was in
such a hurry that those rules
are not the right rules for sure.
But they've stuck to them,

they've defended them, they've
done everything to keep them."
Rachel Ripley, the director of
merchandising at TYR, said
her company is constantly
lobbying for an easing of the
restrictions.
"It's been pretty status quo for
15 years," she said. "There
hasn't really been much push
or shake-up. It's something
that I think we constantly talk

about, but it requires more
than just the manufacturers to
make that change happen."
Even with rules as they are, the
swimsuit manufacturers say
they are still able to come up
with innovative creations that
can make a crucial difference
in a sport where races are often
decided by mere hundredths of
a second.
For Speedo, the new Fastskin
LZR Intent and LZR Valor
suits were developed through a
partnership with Lamoral, a
company better known for
protective coatings that are
used to extend the life of
satellites in outer space.
Then there's TYR's Venzo suit,
which is made with a
frictionless yarn that evolved
from military uses, most
notably in socks worn by
infantry soldiers who do a lot
of marching.
Not to be outdone, arena has
come up with the

POWERSKIN Primo that it
bills as the "world's first
tensoelastic suit," made of a
trademarked fabric known as
Hyperforce that supposedly
provides the maximum
amount of body compression -
a key element in buoyancy -
but far more flexibility than
previous designs.
"You're talking about maybe a
1% difference in a race," said
Olympic gold medalist Ryan
Murphy, America's top men's
backstroke swimmer and a
longtime Speedo-endorsed
athlete. "Any little thing we can
get to improve times, improve
body position in the water,
assist your technique, you're
really looking for that."
Most swimmers seem content
with the state of affairs, though
everyone is looking for ways to
go a bit faster to gain that little
extra edge.
"The innovation should be in
other areas, like maybe the

starting blocks," Italian
swimmer Nicolò Martinenghi
said.
Sarah Sjostrom of Sweden
certainly had no complaints
about the polyurethane suits
allowed back in 2009, which
she wore while winning the
100-meter butterfly in a world-
record time a few weeks before
her 16th birthday.
But she also remembers the
down side.
"The biggest stress for me back
then and as well as other
swimmers was like getting the
suit on," Sjostrom said. "It's a
lot easier nowadays to put on
the suit, but they still give a
good compression, which is
really important to have a good
feeling in the water."
She said the current guidelines
also keep prices more
affordable for a wider range of
swimmers, though a high-tech
female suit can still go for
around $650.
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Argentina was confirmed as the
world's No. 1 team in the FIFA

men's rankings on Thursday, as the
national government doubled down on
defending the players who celebrated
winning the Copa America by singing a
racist song targeting No. 2-ranked
France.
The fallout of the chant sung late on
Sunday in Miami - which mocked the
African heritage of some France players
- continued four days later, including a
rebuke to Argentina's critics by the vice
president in its far-right government.
Argentina's government on Wednesday
fired one of its leading sports officials
who urged Lionel Messi and the
president of the Argentine Football
Association to apologize.
The sports under-secretary, Julio Garro,
spoke after FIFA said it was looking
into the incident and English club
Chelsea started a disciplinary process

against its midfielder Enzo Fernandez.
He broadcast the footage on social
media from the Argentina team bus in
Florida.
Fernandez later published an apology
on his Instagram account, which
disappeared by Thursday, saying he was
"truly sorry. That video, that moment,

those words, do not reflect my beliefs or
my character."
However, a defiant post by the vice
president of Argentina, Victoria
Villarruel, on social media hit back at
the country's critics.
"No country with a colonial history is
going to put us down for a song sung on

a field nor for speaking a truth that
nobody wants to admit," Villarruel
wrote.
"Enough of pretending to be offended,
hypocrites. Enzo I am with you, Messi
thanks for everything! Argentines
always keep your heads high! Long live
Argentina!"
Villarruel said Argentina's history had
been forged by people of all races: "We
never forced our way of life on anyone,
nor will we tolerate that someone tries
to do the same to us."
The song refers to France players being
"all from Angola," having parents from
Nigeria and Cameroon, and also
includes an offensive reference to
Kylian Mbappé.
One of Fernandez's French teammates
at Chelsea, Wesley Fofana, who is Black,
described the video as "uninhibited
racism." France players Jules Koundé
and Mike Maignan also posted critical
comments about the Argentina
incident.
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The second edition of
Hockey India's sub junior

men's and women's South
Zone championship involving
six teams will be held at
Kollam in Kerala from Friday. 
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu, Telangana,
Puducherry and Kerala are
the six teams in men's and
women's categories in the
competition. 
The format of the tournament
will be round-robin wherein
all teams will play against
each other once. The top two
teams will advance to the
final after the end of the first
round whereas the third and
fourth placed sides will battle
for third-place finish. 
"This championship is not
only about winning but also
about learning and growing
as players. It provides a
crucial platform for young
players to showcase their
skills and gain valuable
experience," HI president
Dilip Tirkey said in a
statement.
On the first day, Andhra
Pradesh will take on
Puducherry, Karnataka will
face Telangana, while Tamil
Nadu will lock horns with
Kerala in the men's category. 
In the women's section,
Telangana will compete with
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu
will face Puducherry, and
Kerala will take on
Karnataka.

FROM EXHAUSTION TO EXUBERANCE: SWIMMER
NATARAJ EYES SEMIFINALS IN PARIS OLYMPICS
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Hockey men’s
and women’s sub
junior South Zone
championship
from today
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The Women’s Asia Cup is
set for a blockbuster
start when defending

champions India take on
arch-foes Pakistan in a prime-
time clash here on Friday,
with the eight competing
teams hoping to firm up their
combinations ahead of the
T20 World Cup in October.
Harmanpreet Kaur’s India are
the team to beat going into
this iteration of the Asia Cup,
having won the competition
three out of four times in the
T20 version and each of the
four times in 50-overs format.
Additionally, India are also
the most successful team in
the Women’s Asia Cup T20
with 17 wins in 20 matches.
They beat Bangladesh in the
final of the last edition in
2022.
India’s record against Pakistan
has also been stellar in the
shortest format with 11 wins
against three defeats in 14
matches so far and Kaur’s
team will lean on it in
addition to the rich form
shown in recent outings to
clinch the Group A clash here.
While India are coming off a
1-1 draw against South Africa
earlier this month with the
second of the three T20Is
being washed out, Pakistan
will be short on game-time as
well as confidence since their
last outing was in England in

May when the hosts blanked
them 3-0.
Smriti Mandhana’s rich form
with the bat will be India’s
greatest weapon at the top of
the order but the biggest gain
from recent all-format
outings has been the way their
bowling has shaped up, with
pacers and spinners putting
on a combined show.
India pacer Pooja Vastrakar’s
eight wickets across three
outings against South Africa
indicate her form but
additionally, Radha Yadav’s
successful return to the mix of

spinners has been
encouraging. The spin attack
also includes Deepti Sharma,
Sajeevan Sajana and the
sprightly Shreyanka Patil.
Even though Pakistan
retained Nida Dar as skipper
for the Asia Cup, the squad
has undergone significant
overhaul since the debacle in
England.
Three players, Iram Javed,
Omaima Sohail, Syeda Aroob
Shah, who have not played
any matches so far this year,
were included with the
uncapped Tasmia Rubab

while six others were
dropped.
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Also placed in Group A are
Nepal and the United Arab
Emirates who will face off
here earlier in the day at the
Rangiri Dambulla
International Stadium.
The top two teams from the
group will play in the
semifinals.
While Nepal are returning to
the competition for the first
time since 2016, UAE are set

for their second consecutive
appearance and will be high
on confidence having won
more than half of their
matches this year.
The lack of game-time will be
a concern for Nepal whose
last outing was in mid
February when they lost to
Malaysia in the Asian Cricket
Council’s Women’s Premier
Cup.
UAE were last seen in action
in May when they lost in the
T20 World Cup Qualifier
semifinal to Sri Lanka.
Teams (from):

India: Harmanpreet Kaur
(c), Smriti Mandhana,
Shafali Verma, Jemimah
Rodrigues, Richa Ghosh
(wk), Uma Chetry (wk),
Pooja Vastrakar, Deepti
Sharma, Arundhati Reddy,
Renuka Singh, D
Hemalatha, Asha Sobhana,
Radha Yadav, Shreyanka
Patil, Sajeevan Sajana.
Pakistan: Nida Dar (c), Aliya
Riaz, Diana Baig, Fatima
Sana, Gull Feroza, Iram Javed,
Muneeba Ali, Najiha Alvi
(wk), Nashra Sandhu,
Omaima Sohail, Sadia Iqbal,
Sidra Amin, Syeda Aroob
Shah, Tasmia Rubab, Tuba
Hassan.

Match starts at 7pm (IST)
Nepal: Indu Barma (capt),
Sita Rana Magar, Rajmati
Airee, Rubina Chhetry, Dolly
Bhatta, Mamta Chaudhary,
Kabita Joshi, Kabita Kunwar,
Kritika Marasini, Puja
Mahato, Bindu Rawal, Roma
Thapa, Sabnam Rai,
Samnjana Khadka, Kajal
Sreshtha (wk).
UAE: Esha Oza (c), Theertha
Satish (wk), Emily Thomas,
Samaira Dharnidharka,
Kavisha Egodage, Lavanya
Keny, Khushi Sharma,
Indhuja Nandakumar,
Rinitha Rajith, Rishitha
Rajith, Vaishnave Mahesh,
Suraksha Kotte, Heena
Hotchandani, Mehak
Thakur, Rithika Rajith.
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England cricketing great
Sir Geoffrey Boycott has

undergone a successful
surgery to remove a
tumour from his throat, his
daughter Emma said.
The former England batter
had undergone extensive
chemotherapy for the same
in 2002. But in May, the 83-
year-old learnt his cancer
had returned.
“Just to let everyone know
my Father, Geoffrey, has
successfully come out of
surgery this evening after a
3 hour operation to remove
his throat cancer.
“Yet to see him but surgeon
says it went well. He asked
that I post an update,”
Boycott’s daughter Emma
tweeted from the cricketer’s
account on Wednesday.
In his illustrious career
spanning 1964 to 1982,
Boycott scored 100 first-
class hundreds while
amassing over 8,000 runs in
108 Tests at an average of
nearly 48.
Former Australia player
and head coach Darren
Lehmann reacted to the
news along with ex-
England players Alan
Butcher and Michael
Vaughan, who posted a red
heart on X.
“Thanks for the update,
please pass on our thoughts
to the whole family and

glad the surgery went well,”
Lehmann wrote, while
Butcher wrote, ‘Great news’.
While announcing his
diagnosis last month
Boycott had said, “In the
last few weeks, I have had
an MRI Scan, CT Scan, a
PET Scan, and two
biopsies, and it has now
been confirmed I have
throat cancer and will
require an operation.”
“From past experience, I
realize that to overcome
cancer a second time I will
need excellent medical
treatment and quite a bit of
luck, and even if the
operation is successful,
every cancer patient knows
they have to live with the
possibility of it returning.
So I will just get on with it
and hope for the best,” he
added.
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His body has been ravaged
by a spate of illnesses, the

most recent being a bout of
chikungunya, but seasoned
Indian badminton player H S
Prannoy is unwilling to let it
come in the way of a dream
Olympic debut that is
happening a tad late in his
career.
He is focussed on building his
stamina for the grind that
awaits him in Paris later this
month and helping him is his
coach and former player
RMV Gurusaidutt. The 32-
year-old Kerala shuttler, a
2022 Thomas Cup title
winner and a world and Asian
Games bronze-medallist, has
battled past a chronic
stomach disorder, a nagging
back injury, and more
recently a week-long bout of

the mosquito-borne viral
disease. “The preparations
that we started after the
Australia Open, those are on
point, we are on the right
track,” Gurusaidutt told PTI.
“The best thing about
Prannoy in this entire journey
is that though he was
struggling, he was showing up
for training and giving his
best. Of course now, since he
had another rough patch, it is
not easy to get into the
winning momentum,” he
explained.
But Gurusaidutt is confident
nonetheless and does not feel
that the latest illness will
trigger “too many changes” in
Prannoy’s training routine.
“He has been that kind of a
player who steps up on big
occasions. He’s done that
multiple times over the last
three or four years. So, as a

coach, me and Gopi sir
(national coach Pullela
Gopichand) have that
confidence in him.”
Following the high of his
world championship bronze
in 2023, Prannoy was laid low
by another stomach disorder,
a condition which was similar

to the chronic acid reflux
problem that he had suffered
in the past. Such was
complexity of his illness that it
was difficult for him to have a
meal without wanting to
throw up later.
The result was six first-round
exits and a semifinal and a

quarterfinal appearance this
year. But he has persevered.
Gurusaidutt said the coaching
team has introduced some
specific drills to address the
minor issues, mainly related
to speed and enduring long
rallies. “We wanted to
introduce a few programs.
Gopi sir thought he needed to
play longer matches...Based
on the last 3-4 tournaments, I
particularly felt people were
trying to push him at the pace
in terms of making him move
quickly.
“...There is not too much time
for him to get space between
the shots. So that was
something that we thought we
could make it easier for him
in training. Otherwise, it was
about getting him confidence,
and getting his fitness levels
up. Those were the major
aspects,” he said.
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Cycling Federation of India (CFI) secretary
general Maninder Pal Singh on Thursday

said the COVID-19 pandemic dashed their
hopes of participation at Paris Olympics but
asserted they “have plans in place” for 2028
Los Angeles Games. 
The country has won three medals in cycling
at the Asian Games but is yet to see
representation at the Olympics.
When asked about India’s failure to qualify for
cycling at the Paris Games, Maninder said
COVID-19 affected their plans during the
qualification campaign.
“Cycling is not a sport that you can equate to
others when it comes to Olympic qualification.
It takes two and a half years to qualify for the
Games. Besides taking part in the qualifiers,

one needs to attain points from events of
various classes,” he told PTI in an interaction
arranged by HCL.
“This year, we were hopeful of our riders
qualifying. But, because of COVID, events in
Asia took a hit, unlike Europe, where the
riders took the required points to qualify.
“Nonetheless, we are well on our way to
making it to the next Olympics (in Los
Angeles). We have our plans in place and are
both hopeful and confident of qualifying for
the first time.”
Maninder further explained the challenges
faced by the sport in the country and said
infrastructure has a massive role to play in
preparing cyclists.
“Cycling alone cannot thrive on its riders, but
it is hugely dependent on its infrastructure,
not only the equipment but also the coaches.
And, it’s not easy to get since the infrastructure
is very expensive.
“About 4-5 years back, there were some
velodromes that were not being utilised due to
some problems. While Chennai already has
one, there’s one coming up in Kolkata and also
one in the state of Odisha. Currently, we have
about 16-17 velodromes in the country.”
Maninder was in the city on Thursday to
launch a cyclothon event, an initiative of the
CFI to promote the sport in the country.
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Rider Kavin Quintal is all
set to make a historic

debut at the WorldSBK
SSP300 competitions and
become the first Indian rider
to participate in a World
Superbike Championship.
Thanks to the opportunity
provided by the Irish team,
Team#109 Retro Traffic
Kawasaki and its management
company Gaman Racing
Global Service, Quintal’s
entry was accepted for the SSP
event in the fourth round
which begins at Most, Czech
Republic on Friday.
SBK, founded in 1988, is an
event for heavily modified
production sports
motorcycles and consists of a
series of rounds held on
permanent racing facilities.
The 19-year Chennai star,
Quintal, will be filling in for
the Irish team’s main rider,
Spaniard Daniel Mogeda, who
suffered an injury after
leading the Supersport 300
class, in an unfortunate crash
that paved the way for the
Irish team to rope in the

Indian.
Quintal, a world-class rider, is
currently competing in the
European Stock
Championship within the
FIM JuniorGP and in the Asia
Road Racing Championship.
In the three rounds of
JuniorGP, Quintal had a top-
10 finish.
As a rider, who took his baby
steps at 13, he was the
youngest to earn points in the
Indian National events. He
went on to win the Talent Cup
twice, in 2021 and 2023, in
India.
Later, after the Asia Talent
Cup events, he soon
blossomed into a mature
rider, moving to Europe.
“It is a great opportunity that I
will try to learn and enjoy at
the same time. I will be able to
show my maximum level
together with a great team
that surrounds this structure.
I would like to thank the team
for this opportunity,” Quintal
said.
The practice sessions will be
on Friday followed by a race
each on Saturday and Sunday
at Most, Czech Republic.
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Making use of the buzz
around the upcoming

Paris Olympics, Sports Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya will inau-
gurate the second phase of the
the government’s ambitious
Khelo India Rising Talent
Identification (KIRTI) pro-
gramme here on Friday.
The first phase of KIRTI was
launched by Mandaviya’s prede-
cessor in the post, Anurag
Thakur, in Chandigarh on

March 12.
KIRTI aims to conduct 20 lakh
assessments across the country
throughout the year to identify
promising athletes through noti-
fied Talent Assessment Centres.
A scouting and assessment pro-
gramme of this scale is a first in
India. KIRTI’s athlete-centric
programme is conspicuous by its
transparent selection methodol-
ogy based on Information
Technology, it was stated in a
press release.
Data analytics based on Artificial

Intelligence are being used to
predict the sporting acumen of
an aspiring athlete, the release
said. In its first phase, out of
3,62,683 registrations across 70
centres, close to 51,000 assess-
ments in 28 states and union ter-
ritories have been made.
Maharashtra and Haryana, two
states which have always done
well in Khelo India meets, have
had the maximum number of
assessments - 9168 and 4820 --
respectively. Assam was third
with 4703 assessments.

Evaluation of aspiring athletes
has happened in 11 disciplines
- archery, athletics, badminton,
boxing, football, hockey, kabad-
di, kho-kho, volleyball,
weightlifting and wrestling.

Maximum assessments have
happened in athletics (13804)
and football (13483).
Mandaviya will lay emphasis on
the project that aims to achieve
20 lakh assessment in the finan-
cial year 2024-25 by “onboard-
ing all states and treating the dis-
trict as a unit of assessment”. 

The press release said this is in
line with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s “vision to take
sports to every child in the coun-
try through mass participation
and ultimately achieve excel-
lence through Khelo India’s
structured pyramidal pro-
grammes”.
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