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After social media outrage over a
Budget proposal making it

mandatory to get tax clearance
certificates for going abroad, the
Government on Sunday clarified that the

p r o p o s e d
amendment is not
for all, and only
those accused of
f i n a n c i a l
irregularities or
having substantial
tax arrears need
such clearance.
The Finance
Ministry, in the
Finance Bill,
2024, has

proposed to add the reference of the
Black Money Act, 2015, to the list of
Acts, under which any person should
clear his liabilities to obtain the tax
clearance certificate.
“The proposed amendment does not
require all the residents to obtain the tax
clearance certificate,” the ministry said
in a statement.
As per section 230 of the Income-tax
Act, 1961, every person is not required
to obtain a tax clearance certificate. Only
in the case of certain persons, in respect
of whom circumstances exist, which
make it necessary to obtain a tax
clearance certificate will be required to
obtain such a certificate.
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Nirmala College at
M u v a t t u p u z h a

(established in 1953) in Kerala
finds itself in the middle of a
new controversy as hundreds
of Muslim students in the
institution are on a warpath
with the college management.
On Friday, students under the
leadership of SFI (the
students’ wing of the CPI-M)
and Muslim League gheraoed
the college principal Father
Jestin K Kuriakose, for almost
two hours demanding special
classrooms/auditoriums for
offering namaz.
This is a new development in
the history of the 71-year-old
college, which was established
by the Catholic Church to
make higher education
accessible to students
belonging to the State’s high

ranges.
“We were taken aback by the
action of the students
picketing the principal or
gheraoing the teachers or
management. Till now the
Muslim students were making
use of the mosques in the
neighbourhood for offering
Friday prayers. What made
them demand for special
classrooms or auditoriums
remains a mystery,” Kuriakose
told The Pioneer on Sunday.
The demand made by the
students has been put up
before  the college
management. “To set apart
exclusive prayer auditoriums
for students believing in
different sects is not an easy
task. Though ours is a
Christian minority
institution, we follow the
directives issued by the
university and Government,”

said a senior official of the
management.
Though the church is keen on
resolving the issue amicably,
the recent developments in
the State have to be seen as
factors that made the students
resorting to extreme
measures. 
The CPI (M)-led Kerala
Government has recently
appointed a senior IAS officer
as the de facto foreign
secretary of the State to
communicate and coordinate
with Governments in Europe,
USA, Australia and Africa.
Sources in Government
Secretariat said the move has
turned out to be a “treatment
worse than the disease” as the
External Affairs is an area
that comes under the
exclusive domain of the
Centre.
Another demand that has

been overlooked by the
media in the State is the
creation of separate district of
Muvattupuzha and the
bifurcation of the State itself
as Kerala and Malabar. The
change in Kerala’s religious
demography and the
emergence of Muvattupuzha
as a hotbed of religious
extremism are seen as the
factors contributing to the
change in the attitude of the
people. Christian Association
and Alliance for Social action
(CASA) has condemned the
students picketing the
principal of the college over
an issue which has nothing to
do with academics. 
“We have heard about people
who disrupt normal life and
traffic by forcibly occupying
public places under the
pretext of religious
congregation and namaz. 
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President Draupadi Murmu effected
major gubernatorial appointments

with changes in the Governors of some
States with Lakshman Prasad Acharya
appointed as the Governor of Assam
with the additional charge of Manipur
while Gulab Chand Kataria replaced
Banwarilal Purohit as the Governor of
Punjab.
Acharya has replaced Kataria, who has
also been appointed the administrator
of the Union Territory of Chandigarh,
according to a communique issued by
the Rashtrapati Bhavan on Saturday
night. According to a Rashtrapati
Bhavan communication Murmu has
accepted the resignation of Purohit as
the Governor of Punjab and the
administrator of Chandigarh, it said.
“Lakshman Prasad Acharya, Governor
of Sikkim, appointed as Governor of
Assam and has also been given
additional charge of the Governor of
Manipur,” the statement said. Anusuiya
Uikye has been serving as the Governor
of Manipur since February last year.
Veteran BJP leader Om Prakash
Mathur will be the new Governor of
Sikkim, the communique said.
Jharkhand Governor CP
Radhakrishnan, who was also holding
additional charge of Telangana, has
been appointed as the new Governor of
Maharashtra, succeeding incumbent
Ramesh Bais.
Former Union Labour and
Employment Minister Santosh Kumar
Gangwar will be the new Jharkhand
Governor in place of Radhakrishnan.
Former Deputy Chief Minister of

Tripura, Jishnu Dev Varma, will be the
new Telangana Governor.
Former IAS officer K Kailashnathan,
one of the trusted aides of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, has been
appointed as Lt Governor of
Puducherry with effect from the date
he assumes charge of his office.
Kailashnathan, chief principal
secretary to Gujarat Chief Minister
Bhupendra Patel, stepped down on
June 30 after holding the post for more
than a decade after his retirement.
Senior BJP leader from Maharashtra
Haribhau Kisanrao Bagde has been
appointed the Governor of Rajasthan,
succeeding Kalraj Mishra. Former Lok
Sabha member from Assam Ramen
Deka has been appointed as the
Governor of Chhattisgarh, and C H
Vijayashankar, the former Lok Sabha
member from Mysore in Karnataka,
will be Meghalaya Governor, the
communique said. These
appointments will take effect from the
dates they will assume charge of their
respective offices, the statement added.

Major gubernatorial reshuffle
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A22-year-old Haryana girl
clinched the first medal

for India. Manu Bhaker
strikes the bronze medal in
Women’s 10m Air Pistol event
in Paris Olympics in 2024.
With her medal she becomes
the first female shooter to win
medal for India in Olympic
games.
On July 27 Manu Bhaker had
qualified for the final of her
event with a score of 580
points, finishing third out of
45 competitors with the top-
eight going through to
Sunday’s final.
Bhaker scored 221.7 in the
final round in which she
fought hard against Korea’s
Kim Yeji who bagged silver
and Jin Ye Oh bagged the gold
with a games record of 243.2.
Bhaker stated, “I was fighting
with all the energy I have.
Really grateful that I could
win the bronze. I read
Bhagwat Gita and always
tried to do what I am
supposed to do, left
everything else to god”.
“We can’t fight destiny,” said
Bhaker who appeared in her
second Olympic stint.
Previously she couldn’t make
it to the final and registered a
bronze in this 2024 Olympic
ending a drought in Olympic
event.

This was fifth medal in
shooting for India.
Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore
(silver in Athens Olympics,
2004), Bindra (gold, Beijing
2008), Gagan Narang
(bronze, London 2012) and
Vijay Kumar (silver, London)
have brought prestige to the
country in shooting.
Bhaker is one of the favourite
contenders for India to top
the medals in the Olympic.
Bhaker, who hails from
Jhajjar district in Haryana, is
an accomplished athlete with

a distinguished career, having
secured 15 gold medals at
various levels, including nine
at the World Cups.
At just 22, she made a
stunning debut at the
International Sport Shooting
Federation (ISSF) World Cup
in Guadalajara, Mexico,
clinching gold in the 10m air
pistol final against top
competitors like Olympic
gold-medalist Anna Korakaki
and three-time World Cup
medalist Celine Goberville
and in her first appearance in

2018 Common Wealth
Games she clinched gold in
10m air pistol at the age of 16.
In 2018, Manu became the
first Indian to win a gold
medal at the Youth Olympic
Games. She has competed in
two Olympic Games but
faced challenges during her
debut in Tokyo three years
ago when her pistol
malfunctioned in the 10m air
pistol qualification,
preventing her from reaching
the finals in both the mixed
10m pistol and 25m pistol
events. Despite this setback,
Manu is now on a redemption
path, earning the distinction
of being India’s first female
Olympic medalist. 
With her historic
achievement, Bhaker has not
only inspired millions of
young Indians but has also
solidified her position as one
of the country’s brightest
shooting stars. Her bronze
medal is a testament to her
dedication, hard work, and
unwavering belief in her
abilities.
India is celebrating this
momentous victory, with the
entire nation joining in to
congratulate the young
champion. Her achievement
is expected to give a
significant boost to shooting
in the country, encouraging
more young talents to take up
the sport.

Govt clarifies on tax
clearance certificate
for going abroad
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National Testing Agency
(NTA) on Sunday

announced the results for
the Common University
Entrance Test (CUET)-UG,
paving the way to begin the
undergraduate admission
process which has been
delayed this year.
The NTA had on July 7
released the provisional
answer keys of the CUET-
UG 2024. A retest for more
than 1,000 candidates
whose grievances were
found genuine by the
agency was conducted on
July 19.
The delay in the CUET-UG
results came amid a row
over alleged irregularities in
competitive exams,
including in the NEET-UG
and the UGC-NET. 

)�% #��)�%*���� ��������	

Phones kept buzzing with
messages on WhatsApp

groups with helpless students
trying to find where their
friends — studying at the
Rau’s Coaching centre’s
library on Saturday evening
— were following the death of
three civil services aspirants
due to rain-induced flooding
in the basement of the
coaching centre. 
While reports claimed only
three lives were lost, students
who were witness to the tragic
incident unfolding before
their eyes claimed a higher
number.
All the deceased had cleared
their preliminary
examination, the results of
which was declared a few days
ago and were burning
midnight oil to prepare for
the Mains examinations
scheduled in October-
November which is second
stage of Civil Services
Examinations to qualify to
become an IAS, IPS or allied
services officer. 
Thousands like the ones who
fell prey to lackadaisical civic
amenities make national
Capital their karambhoomi
for a few years to get into
elite Government services.   
“We have WhatsApp groups
of UPSC aspirants. Those
groups are full with students
asking about the
whereabouts of their friends.
I am sure that the numbers

are much higher and the
authorities are not giving us
the full picture,” said 27-
year-old Ankit, adding that
while protesting in the wee
hours of Saturday,
authorities also threw
drainage water on them to
disperse them.
Old Rajinder Nagar, which is
usually bustling with UPSC

aspirants in haste to get to
their classes, witnessed
protests of angry students
who are worried about the
whereabouts of their
colleagues who are nowhere
to be found. 
Albeit, police claiming three
lives, students claimed on
seeing at least four to five
bodies being taken and the

authorities shutting the
lights off regularly to not let
the general public know the
exact situation.
Meanwhile, at the Ram
Manohar Lohia (RML)
Hospital, there was anger
among the relatives of the
deceased, who claimed they
were not being allowed to see
the bodies even though they

have been waiting since
morning.
Deceased Shreya Yadav’s
uncle Dharmendra Yadav
shared his harrowing
experience. “I saw the news
about the incident late at
night and called Shreya over
phone, but she didn’t
answer,” he said. 
A resident of Ghaziabad, he

said when his niece did not
respond to his calls, he
rushed to the institute in Old
Rajinder Nagar. “When I
reached the coaching centre,
I was directed to RML
Hospital, where I learned
that a body identified as that
of Shreya had been found,
but I was not allowed to see
her,” he added.
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After arresting two
people, the Delhi Police

has registered an FIR and
formed multiple teams to
probe the Rau’s coaching
centre flooding incident
which claimed the lives of
three IAS aspirants, who
had already cleared their
prelims exam and were
preparing in the library of
the coaching institute for
the Mains exams of UPSC.
According to the police on
Sunday, they have arrested
owner Abhishek Gupta and
coordinator Deshpal Singh
of the Rau’s IAS Study
Circle and booked them for
culpable homicide and
under other charges. 
“Multiple teams have been
formed to investigate the
entire incident. We have
asked the Delhi Fire
Services to provide us
report about the building
and the basement which
was being used as a library
but mentioned as ‘store
room’,” a senior police
officer said.
The officer said the
basement was eight-feet
below the ground level and
more than 18 students

were present in it on
Saturday evening when it
got flooded after heavy
rain. According to sources
in the police department,
the gate of the basement
was closed, but due to high
pressure of rain water, it
got damaged and water
gushed in.
“We are checking CCTV
footage from the area to
ascertain the sequence of
the events. After scanning
the CCTV footage, we will
identify the people who
were standing close to the
institute during the time of
incident and will record
their statements,” said the
officer.
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The Rau’s IAS Study
Circle centre in

Delhi’s Rajinder Nagar,
where three students died
in rain-induced flooding,
was functioning illegally
as a library. 
The coaching institute
was issued a fire safety
certificate just 18 days
before the incident. 
Notably, the institute,
had falsely shown that
the basement was being
used for parking and as a
store room, as per the
building plan and No
Objection Certificate
(NOC) of the fire
department.
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Indore: The students of Medi-
Caps School of Excellence
indore and Medi-Caps
International School, Rau,
indore commemorated the
25th Kargil Vijay Diwas with
great enthusiasm and patriot-
ic spirit. This special occasion
saw students paying heartfelt
tributes to the brave soldiers
who laid down their lives for
the nation during the Kargil
War.
The celebration was marked
by a series of activities and
presentations aimed at edu-

cating the students about the
significance of this historic
day. A vibrant cultural pro-
gram featured students from
various classes showcasing
their talents through colorful
performances.
The highlight of the event was
a stirring address by the
Principal, Yogeshwari Rathore.
She provided the students
with valuable insights into
the Kargil War and empha-
sized the importance of
remembering the valor and
sacrifice of the Indian soldiers.

Rathore's speech was comple-
mented by captivating songs
and dances that resonated
with themes of patriotism.
In her address, Principal
Rathore spoke about the hero-
ism displayed by the Indian
soldiers during the Kargil
conflict and urged the students
to always honor and remem-
ber their sacrifices. She
encouraged the young minds
to draw inspiration from the
soldiers' bravery and to strive
to contribute positively to the
nation.

)��.. +���+��+�� 5�(�$�

Two out of 8 sluice valves
of Kolar Dam near
Bhopal have been

opened in the morning. The
gates were opened when the
water level of Kolar Dam
Veerpur increased to 458.70
meters. 
Harsha Jainwal, Executive
Engineer of Kolar Canal
Division, said, both the gates of
Kolar Dam have been opened
40-40 centimeters.
Kolar Dam is in Sehore district,
but half of Bhopal's population
gets drinking water from here.
The full tank level of Kolar is
462 meters.
The special thing is that the
gates of Kolar Dam were
opened on July 21 (Sunday) last
year and July 28 (Sunday) this
year. Here, the water level of
Upper Lake  in Bhopal has
reached 1665.00 feet. The full
tank level is 1.80 feet empty. As

soon as the water level reaches
1666.80 feet, the gates of
Bhadbhada Dam will be
opened.
After the water was released
from the dam, the Water
Resources Department has
already alerted the people of
Kolar river and nearby villages.
Even after this, the inflow of
water continued. Due to heavy
rains, the gates of the dam have
been opened to maintain the
water level. Tourists are arriving
to see the water flowing from
the dam gate. Employees of the
Water Resources Department

are preventing people from
going near the water. All roads
have been closed.
Kolar Dam is in Sehore district,
but half of Bhopal's population
gets drinking water from here.
It has been raining
intermittently in  Bhopal since
Sunday morning. Roads in
many areas have submerged in
water. Due to heavy rains in the
catchment area and the Kolans
river flowing above the level,
the water in Upper Lake  is
increasing rapidly. On Sunday
morning, the level has reached
1665.00 feet. That is, the pond

is only 1.80 feet empty. Due to
good inflow of water, it is
being monitored every
moment.
On Saturday, Mayor Malti Rai,
MIC member Ravindra Yati
and other public
representatives reached
Bhadbhada Dam and inquired
about the water level. MIC
member Yati said, if there is
continuous heavy rain for 2 to
3 hours, the gates of
Bhadbhada Dam can be
opened. Preparations for this
are complete. Public
announcement will also be
made in the surrounding areas.
The water of Kolans river
reaches the big pond. When
the pond is full, the gates of
Bhadbhada Dam are opened.
After this, the gates of Kaliyasot
Dam will also open. Let us tell
you that Kolans, Bada Talab,
Bhadbhada and Kaliyasot
Dams are connected to each
other. If water falls

continuously, the gates of
Bhadbhada Dam can be
opened even before it reaches
the full tank level.
This time the Bhopal monsoon
entered on 23 June. Since then
the rain continues. Due to
this, about 60 percent of the
rain has occurred in a month
itself. The total normal rainfall
in Bhopal is 37.6 inches. In
comparison, 22.5 inches of
water has fallen so far.
Close to the July quota of rain
If we look at the data of the last
10 years, this is the lowest
rainfall in 10 years. The
maximum rainfall of 33.6
inches was recorded in the
years 2015 and 2022, while 6.1
inches of rain fell in 2020. This
time 13.6 inches of rain has
already occurred. An average
of 14.4 inches of water falls in
Bhopal in July. Now as soon as
one inch of rain falls, the
quota of July will also be
completed.
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Police probing the April 24
rape and murder of a 9-
year-old girl in Madhya

Pradesh's Rewa, have found that
her teenage brother sexually
assaulted her after watching a
pornographic video on mobile
and then killed her, following
which his mother and his two
elder sisters helped in the cover-
up, an official said.
The police cracked the case and
detained the victim's 13-year-old
brother, their mother and sisters
aged 17 and 18 after interroga-
tion of 50 people, intense ques-
tioning of the accused persons
and on the basis of technical evi-
dence, he said on Saturday.
Providing details of the case,
Superintendent of Police Vivek
Singh said, "A nine-year-old girl
was raped and strangulated to
death under Jawa police station
limits on April 24, following
which the police had registered
a case and started a probe."
"The body of the victim was
recovered from the courtyard of
her house where she was sleep-
ing at the time of the incident,"
he added.
After the intense interrogation of
the family members, it came to
light that the victim's 13-year-old
brother had slept beside her at
night. It was found that the
teenage boy raped his sister after

watching obscene videos on the
mobile phone, he said. When the
victim threatened to tell this to
their father, the boy stranguled
her and later woke up his moth-
er and confided in his mother.
She then found that the victim
was still alive. On seeing that, the
accused again strangled her,
Singh said.
In the meantime, his two elder
sisters also woke up and all of
them changed the spot of their
bed before informing the police
to mislead the probe. However,
they finally admitted to their
crime after being repeatedly
interrogated, he said. Further
legal steps are being taken after
detaining the boy, his two sisters
and their mother, the official
said.
"The police received information
on April 24 morning that the
body of the girl was lying in the
courtyard of the house. Evidence
relating to rape and murder were
found in the post-mortem report
and an SIT team was constitut-
ed for the probe," Singh said.
In order to mislead the investi-
gators, the family members had
told the police that the girl died
after being bitten by a poisonous
insect, he said. The probe
revealed that there was no sign of
anybody entering the house, and
family members also denied
hearing any sound during the
night, he said.
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BJP State President and
Khajuraho MP
Vishnudutt Sharma on

Sunday listened to the "Mann Ki
Baat" program of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi along
with the officials of the booth
committee at Sahu Samaj
Dharamshala located at booth
number 109 of Ward No. 35,
Barkhedi Mandal, Bhopal. 
After the Mann Ki Baat pro-
gram, BJP State President and
MP Vishnudutt Sharma said
that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi brings the voice of the
common man in front of the
country through the Mann Ki
Baat program. 
The Prime Minister mentioned
the changes in the lives of
women through the women
self-help groups of Haryana.
The Bharatiya Janata Party is

continuously working for the
empowerment of women
power.
Sharma said that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
mentioned the Maheshwari
saree of Madhya Pradesh along
with the handloom of Haryana
in the "Mann Ki Baat" program
today. The BJP government is
promoting local products, due
to which local products are
getting recognition in the coun-
try and the world. 
The BJP government is working
to give pride to local products
on the lines of 'Mera Utpadan-
Mera Gaurav'. The Prime
Minister has also mentioned vil-
lage industry. Today the market
of village industry has become
one and a half lakh crore, which
is 400 percent more than before.
The BJP State President said
that today the Prime Minister
has appealed to the youth to stay
away from drugs. For this, 1933

toll free number has also been
issued, by calling on this num-
ber, the youth can get advice to
avoid drugs as well as give sug-
gestions. He appealed to the
youth of Madhya Pradesh and
said that youth are the future of
the country, they should stay
away from drug addiction. He
said that the Prime Minister
gave an example of
Ranthambore and told how
people stopped deforestation

to save tigers. I am an MP from
Khajuraho Lok Sabha con-
stituency, where there are many
tigers in Panna Tiger Reserve.
I also appeal to the people of
Madhya Pradesh to become
tiger friendly, because Madhya
Pradesh is a tiger state. We have
to protect the forests to save
tigers and conserve them. 
In Indore, a record of planting
11 lakh saplings in a single day
was made yesterday with the
joint efforts of Madhya Pradesh
government and BJP workers.
The Prime Minister has also
mentioned this today. Under the
Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam cam-
paign, BJP workers are planti-
ng saplings across the state. I
appeal to those workers who
have not planted saplings in this
campaign to also plant saplings.
Sharma said that the Prime
Minister has also mentioned the
'Har Ghar Tiranga Abhiyan' in
the Mann Ki Baat program. I

appeal to the people of Madhya
Pradesh and BJP workers to
work to make this campaign
historic. On 15 August
Independence Day, the com-
mon people and BJP workers
should participate in the Har
Ghar Tiranga Abhiyan and
hoist the tricolor in their respec-
tive homes and upload its self-
ie on various social media plat-
forms. 
Har Ghar Tiranga Abhiyan will
work to further increase the
spirit of the country. On this
occasion, District President
Sumit Pachauri, Mandal
President Hemant Jogi, Mandal
Vice President Vikas Jogi, for-
mer Councilor Dinesh Yadav,
BJYM District Minister  Ajay
Sahu, Mandal Minister Pawan
Yadav, Booth No. 109 President
Prakash Aheliya along with
Booth Committee officials and
a large number of party work-
ers were present.
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BJP's State General
Secretary and MLA
Bhagwandas Sabnani

expressed his gratitude to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Union
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnav, State Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav and BJP's State
President and Khajuraho MP
Vishnudutt Sharma for the
approval of the new rail service
between Bhopal-Rewa in a press
conference held at the BJP State
Office on Sunday. 
He said that the people of
Vindhya region have been
demanding this rail service for
a long time. On November 13
last year, Vindhya Ekta Parishad
had demanded this rail service
from Union Railway Minister
Shri Ashwini Vaishnav in the
Deepawali Milan Samaroh and
he has given approval on July
25. This makes it clear how seri-
ous and sensitive the leadership

and government of the BJP are
about the problems of the peo-
ple.
BJP's State General Secretary
and MLA Shri Bhagwandas
Sabnani said that a large num-
ber of people from the Vindhya
region live in the capital Bhopal.
About 50 thousand people live
in the South-West Assembly
constituency of Bhopal, while
their number in Bhopal Lok
Sabha constituency is more
than 4 lakh. 
At present, only Rewanchal
Express is the direct rail service
available between Bhopal and
Rewa, in which it takes two
months to get reservation. In
such a situation, the demand for
another rail service other than
Rewanchal Express has been
going on for a long time. 
During the assembly elections,
on November 13, Vindhya Ekta
Parishad officials Sunil Pandey,
Vandana Dwivedi and coun-
cilor RK Singh Baghel had

demanded this rail service from
Union Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnav present in the
Deepawali Milan program, then
Ashwini Vaishnav had assured
that if you make Bhagwandas
Sabnani an MLA, we will try to
start a new rail service. Union
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnav ji called on July 25 and
told that he has approved this
rail service. 
He said that getting the
approval of the rail service in
such a short time shows how
promptly the BJP leadership
and the government work to
solve the problems of the peo-
ple.State General Secretary and
MLA Shri Bhagwandas Sabnani
read out the letter written by
Union Railway Minister Shri
Ashwini Vaishnav regarding
the approval of the rail service
and congratulated the people of
Vindhya region on his behalf on
the approval of the new rail ser-
vice.
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Under the guidance of
Prof. (Dr.) Ajai Singh,
Executive Director of

AIIMS Bhopal  an awareness
camp on organ donation camp
was organized on Saturday at
Sagar Public School. 
The event was a significant part
of the Government of India's
Organ Transplant Month ini-
tiative, aimed at raising aware-
ness and providing vital infor-
mation about organ transplan-
tation. The camp featured
detailed sessions by the
Department of Anesthesia,
Urology Department, and
Cardiac Surgery of AIIMS
Bhopal. 
Experts from these departments
shared comprehensive insights
into various aspects of organ
transplants, educating students
on the importance and proce-
dures involved in organ dona-
tion.
Students participated enthusi-
astically in various quiz com-
petitions organized during the
camp, demonstrating their keen
interest and eagerness to learn
about organ transplantation.
The event also aimed to inspire

students to become advocates
for organ donation within their
communities.
Prof. (Dr.) Ajai Singh empha-
sized the profound impact of
organ donation, stating, "Organ
donation not only gives life to
one person but also brings hope
and life to an entire family." He
highlighted the importance of
such events in fostering a culture
of organ donation and trans-
plantation in the country.
As part of AIIMS Bhopal's
ongoing public awareness cam-
paign, students were encouraged
to motivate their families, neigh-
bors, and relatives to join the
cause of organ donation. They
were also guided to take a
pledge for organ transplantation
by visiting the Government of
India's dedicated website.
This camp is one of the many
initiatives by AIIMS Bhopal to
promote organ transplantation
awareness and encourage active
participation in the organ dona-
tion movement. By organizing
such impactful events, AIIMS
Bhopal continues to play a piv-
otal role in advancing organ
donation awareness and con-
tributing to the health and well-
being of the community.
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Bhopal: Regional Museum of
Natural History, Bhopal orga-
nized ‘Mask Making
Workshop’ on July 24, 25 &
28, 2024 to mark the
‘International Tiger Day-
2024’. Twenty underprivi-
leged students from Parvarish
- the Museum School, Bhopal
participated in this work-
shop. 
During the inauguration ses-
sion on first day of workshop
(24 July, 2024), Head of Office
of the Museum Dr. Beenish
Rafat welcomed all the par-
ticipants and informed them
about the importance of Tiger
and its Conservation.  
After the inauguration,
Arvind Anupam, Modeller of
RMNH, Bhopal facilitated
the participants with the
demonstration to create 3D
Model of Face of Tiger.
Participants also made 3D
Models of Face of Tiger with
soil under the guidance of
Arvind Anupam. The work-
shop continued on July 25,
the participants learned to
paste several layer of old
newspaper with the help of
fevicol on the face of tiger
which was made on first day. 
During the workshop,
Scientist-C Shri Manik Lal
Gupta detailed about the
ecosystem services of tiger. 
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The government's scheme
which develops the society
and builds a better society

should be welcomed. PM Surya
Ghar Free Electricity Scheme is
also such an ambitious scheme
which is necessary in the interest
of the society. 
This was said by senior journal-
ist and political analyst Shri Girija
Shankar in a dialogue program
organized by the Bhopal chapter
of the Public Relations Society of
India. 
While presiding over the pro-
gram, he said about the PM
Surya Ghar Free Electricity
Scheme that there has always
been talk of development, but if
work is done which brings pros-
perity in the life of the society and
the individual, then that is called
true development. 
Girija Shankar said that we have
tried to exploit the natural
resources. We are also seeing
many adverse effects of climate
change. While discussing about

the old Town and Country
Planning of Bhopal, he said that
earlier it was ordered at the gov-
ernment level that four fruit
trees must be planted before
construction, but now it has
ended. 
If people are made aware, then a
better society can be built by
using natural resources in a
restrained and balanced manner.
The outline of the dialogue pro-
gram organized at 9 Masala locat-
ed at local Bhopal Haat was
given by Manoj Dwivedi,

President of PRSI Bhopal, in the
form of a welcome speech. In the
program, the main speaker
Saurabh Srivastava, Deputy Chief
General Manager (NCE) Madhya
Kshetra Vidyut Vitran Company
Limited Bhopal and Om Prakash
Mehra, Solar Energy Expert
expressed their views.
Deputy Chief General Manager
Saurabh Srivastava discussed in
detail the work being done by the
Energy Department regarding
the PM Surya Ghar Free
Electricity Scheme and the deliv-

ery of this scheme to the con-
sumers. He told that now solar
power plants have been installed
at many places in Bhopal and
consumers are getting benefited
from it. He also told that the
Central Government is also pro-
viding subsidy of Rs 30 thousand
per 1 kilowatt, Rs 60 thousand per
2 kilowatt and Rs 78 thousand per
3 kilowatt or more to the con-
sumers on installing solar power
plants. 
The other speaker of the program,
solar energy expert Om Prakash
Mehra gave information about
installing solar power plants at
people's places and its mainte-
nance and guarantee warranty. In
the end, a question-answer ses-
sion was also held in which
DGM NCE Shri Shankar Agarwal
resolved the queries of the peo-
ple. At the end of the program,
Secretary of PRSI Bhopal Chapter
Shri Pankaj Mishra expressed
his gratitude to everyone. A large
number of public relations per-
sonnel, journalists and others
participated in the program.
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New Delhi: A 17-year-old girl
was slapped and pushed from the
terrace of a single-storey house,
allegedly by her neighbour over
a property dispute in Rohini's

Aman Vihar area, police said on
Saturday.
A purported video of the incident
surfaced online, where the man
and the girl could be seen argu-
ing. In the video, the accused
slapped the girl and pushed her
off the terrace with no boundary

wall, due to which she fell on the
road. According to police, the
incident took place at Karan
Vihar in Kirari Suleman Nagar on
Thursday at 4 pm. Upon reach-
ing the spot, the police team came
to know that the victim had
been shifted to MGM Hospital.

New Delhi: Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar led a mas-
sive plantation drive in the
National Capital as part of the
ambitious “Ek Ped Maa ke
Naam” campaign that aims at
increasing the green cover and
enriching the ecology.
He planted a sapling in the
honour of his mother Kesari
Devi at the Asita, an ecological
park developed by Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
on the eastern floodplains of
Yamuna opposite ITO in New
Delhi.
Dhankhar planted a sapling of
Tabebuia Rosea (commonly
known as rosy trumpet tree), a
flowering tree species, along the
greenway of Asita. His wife
Sudesh Dhankhar also planted
a sapling in the honour of her
mother Bhagvati Devi at Asita.
Delhi’s Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena and
Chairperson of the National
Green Tribunal (NGT), Justice

Prakash Shrivastava also plant-
ed saplings in the honour of
their mothers Vedwati Saxena
and Kamla Srivastava, respec-
tively, at the venue. The
saplings planted at Asita includ-
ed Jamun, Gular, Tabebuia,
Arjun, Shisham, Guava,
Largestroemia and Jacaranda.
Simultaneously, a total of
1,11,111 trees were planted on
Saturday in various parks
and green belts of Delhi by
the DDA, other agencies, stu-
dents, RWAs, common Delhi
residents and officials.
Dhankhar interacted with
over 250 school children,
who had assembled at Asita
for the plantation drive, and
administered them a pledge
that they would also urge
their family members to plant
trees for a greener and sus-
tainable Delhi. The school
children too planted saplings
at Asita Park with great
enthusiasm.
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Legendary freedom fighter
Subhas Chandra Bose’s

grandnephew Chandra
Kumar Bose on Sunday
appealed to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to bring back
the “mortal remains of
Netaji” from Japan’s Renkoji
temple by August 18.
He also said a final statement
should come from the central
government on the matter so
that “false narratives” about
Netaji are laid to rest.
Stating that the NDA-led
government took initiative to
declassify files related to the
freedom fighter, Bose said
after the release of all the “10
inquiries — national and
international”, it is evident
that “Netaji perished on
August 18, 1945” in an air
crash in Taiwan.
“It is therefore imperative
that a final statement is made
from the Government of
India so that false narratives
about the liberator of India
are laid to rest,” Bose wrote in
a letter to Modi on Sunday.
“My humble appeal to you is
to bring back the mortal
remains of Netaji from
Renkoji to India by August
18, 2024,” he said.
In an interview to PTI
Videos, Bose, also a former
vice president of the West
Bengal BJP, said the
declassification process has
exposed secret files and
documents, “which
conclusively establish that
Netaji died in this air crash
on August 18, 1945”.
He said that Netaji wanted to
return to India after
Independence, but could not
as he died in the air crash.
“It is highly insulting that
Netaji’s remains have been
kept at the Renkoji temple,”
Bose said.

“We have been writing to the
prime minister for the last
three-and-a-half years, that
in order to honour the
liberator of India, his remains
must touch Indian soil,” he
said.
Bose maintained that Netaji’s
daughter Anita Bose Pfaff
wants to perform his last rites
as per the Hindu tradition.
“I think the Government of
India must respond. If they
feel that these remains are not
of Netaji, then maintenance
should not be provided to
keep those at Renkoji. A
statement is expected from
the prime minister regarding
this,” he said in the interview. 
Bose said a few years ago, his
family members had visited
the Renkoji temple and met
the high priest there, who
stated that Netaji fought for
the freedom of India and as
such, his remains should be
taken to India.
Netaji’s grandnephew said the
icon’s remains should be
brought to Delhi and a
memorial built to pay
homage to the leader.
“It is very unfortunate that no
response has come from the
government or the prime
minister,” Bose said.

In his letter to Modi, Bose
said the circumstances of
Netaji’s death from an air
crash while leaving Taiwan in
a Japanese military aircraft in
the aftermath of Japan’s
surrender in August 1945,
perhaps with a plan to make
his way to the Soviet Union to
continue the struggle, was
seen by many as just another
ruse to escape his enemies.
He claimed that his brother
Sarat Chandra Bose and
widow Emilie, however, did
not have any definite
knowledge of Netaji being
alive after August 18, 1945.
There is no doubt of the
genuine disbelief among
some that Netaji perished in
the manner described in a
host of contemporary
accounts from multiple
sources, said Bose.
“After all, here was a man
who had once given the slip
to the British and undertook
an arduous trek from
Calcutta through north India
to Afghanistan, eventually
reaching Berlin by air
through Moscow. Only a few
years later in the midst of a
raging world war, he survived
an even more perilous voyage
by submarine from Germany
to South East Asia. How
could such a man die!” he
said in the letter.
“The... Justice Mukherjee
Commission of Inquiry 2005
finding that Netaji did not die
in the said air crash was
found to be based on
fundamental errors and the
Government of India thus
rejected it,” Bose said.
Maintaining that an array of
“unscrupulous persons”
found plenty of scope and
opportunities for exploitation
over the issue, he said from
around the mid-1960’s began
the phenomenon of the re-
appearance of Netaji. 

Bring back Netaji’s remains
from Japan, Modi urged 
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The Kerala High Court has
ruled that the Prohibition of
Child Marriage Act, 2006 is
applicable to every citizen of
this country irrespective of
his or her religion as every
Indian is a citizen first and
then becomes a member of a
religion.
Justice PV Kunhikrishnan in
a recent order on a petition
to quash a case registered in
2012 in Palakkad against a
child marriage, said
irrespective of religion,
whether a person is Hindu,
Muslim, Christian, Parsi
etc., the Act is applicable to
all. The petitioners,
including the father of the
then minor girl, contended
before the court that being a
Muslim she enjoys the

religious right to marry after
attaining puberty, i.E., at the
age of 15. “A person should
be a citizen of India first,
and thereafter only his
religion comes. Religion is
secondary and citizenship
should come first.
Therefore, I am of the
considered opinion that,
irrespective of religion,
whether a person is Hindu,
Muslim, Christian, Parsi
etc., Act 2006 is applicable to
all,” the court said in its July
15 order. It observed that
child marriages deny
children their basic human
rights, including the right to
education, health and
protection from exploitation
and early marriages and
pregnancy can lead to health
problems such as infant
mortality, maternal

mortality and sexually
transmitted infections.
“Child marriage often forces
girls to drop out of school,
limiting their education and
future opportunities. 
Child brides are more

vulnerable to domestic
violence and abuse. Child
marriage can perpetuate
poverty and limit economic
opportunities for individuals
and communities. “Child
marriage can lead to

emotional and psychological
trauma, including
depression and anxiety to
the children. 
Child marriage can lead to
social isolation and
disconnection from the
family and community.
Moreover, child marriage is
a violation of international
human rights law and
conventions as well,” the
court said in its 37-page
order. An Integrated Child
Development Scheme
Officer (ICDS Officer) had
lodged a complaint to the
Vadakkencherry police
about a child marriage that
took place on December 30,
2012. The court said it was
sad to hear that even after
the enactment of the
Prohibition of Child
Marriage Act decades ago,

there are allegations of Child
Marriage in Kerala. “The
saddest thing is that the
petitioners herein are trying
to justify the alleged child
marriage stating that as per
Mohammedan Law, a
Muslim girl enjoys a
religious right to marry after
attaining puberty
irrespective of age, even
though the Prohibition of
Child Marriage Act apply to
all the citizens of India
without and beyond India,”
the judge said. 
The high court urged the
society to let the children
study, travel and enjoy their
life according to their wishes
and when they attained
maturity, let them decide
about their marriage. “In the
modern society, there
cannot be any compulsion

for marriage. 
“Majority of the girls are
interested in studies. Let
them study and let them
enjoy their life, of course
with the blessings of their
parents. When they attain
majority and decided that a
partner is necessary in their
life, let it happen at the
appropriate stage so that
child marriage can be
eradicated from the society,”
the court said. 
It also suggested that the
print and the visual media
can play a significant role in
raising awareness and
prohibiting child marriages. 
“It is the duty of the print
and visual media to publish
articles highlighting the
evils of child marriage,
sharing stories of survivors
and victims, creating

awareness about the loss and
consequences of child
marriage, promoting
education and
empowerment of girls and
exposing perpetrators and
their actions,” the order
read. 
The court also noted that the
complaint against the child
marriage was filed by a
person from the Muslim
community itself. 
“The same will show that
every citizen of this country
is aware of the evil of child
marriage irrespective of
their religion,” it said.
However, the court asked
the petitioners to approach
the appropriate court on
their contention that the
date of birth of the child was
wrongly mentioned in the
concerned school register. 
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Chief Justice of India D Y
Chandrachud on Sunday

said the trial judges prefer
playing safe by not granting bail
on important issues of crime
when it is looked at with a
degree of suspicion.
The Chief Justice underlined
the need for a ‘sense of robust
common sense’ to look at the
nitty-gritty of each case.
“People who should be getting
bail in the trial courts and not
getting it there, as a result of
which, they have to invariably
move the high courts. People
who should be getting bail in
the high courts will not
necessarily get it, as a result of
which, they have to move to the
Supreme Court. This delay

compounds the problem of
those who are facing arbitrary
arrests,” Justice Chandrachud
said.
He was replying to a question at
the end of a keynote address
during the ‘11th Annual
Conference of the Berkeley
Centre on Comparative
Equality and Anti-
Discrimination’. The question
was on the arbitrary arrests.
The questioner said we seem to
live in a society where one acts
first and seeks forgiveness later.
This has become particularly
true for public authorities
acting in a politically motivated
manner by detaining activists,
academics, journalists and even
politicians, including the chief
ministers of opposition parties,
he said.

According to him, all of these
actions are taken with deep
trust in the face of justice
coming very slowly.
In reply, Justice Chandrachud
said the Supreme Court has
been constantly trying to
convey that part of the reason
for it is that there is an inherent
distrust in the institutions
within the country.
“I think it’s important that we
learn to trust people who may
be in a hierarchical legal
system, like much below, which
are the trial courts. We have to
encourage trial courts to be
more receptive to the need for
accommodating concerns of
people who are seeking liberty,”
the CJI said.
“Unfortunately, the problem
today is this, that we look at any

grant of relief by trial judges
with a degree of suspicion. That
means that the trial judges
increasingly are playing it safe,
not granting bail on important
issues of serious crimes,” he
explained.
According to the CJI, judges
have to look at the nitty gritties
and see the fine prints of each
case.
“You (judges) have to have a
sense of robust common sense.
Now, unless we, therefore,
separate the grains from the
chaff in criminal jurisprudence,
it’s very unlikely that we will
have just solutions and to allow
for decision makers to separate
the grain from the chaff, it’s
important that we also place a
great deal of trust,” Justice
Chandrachud noted.
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Two days after the Centre’s
nod for the construction

of AIIMS in Bihar’s
Darbhanga district, the state
government has directed
officials concerned to
complete the process of
transfer and hand over the
identified land on an urgent
basis.
Senior officials of all
concerned departments have
been asked to complete all
required work, including
transfer and hand over of the
identified land to the Union
Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, for
construction of Darbhanga
AIIMS on an urgent basis,
Bihar Health minister,
Mangal Pandey told PTI on
Sunday.
“The Centre has given its
approval for the construction
of Darbhanga AIIMS. It’s a
great gift by the Centre to
Bihar. We thank PM
Narendra Modi Ji and Union
Health Minister J P Nadda Ji,
for giving the nod for the
construction of Darbhanga
AIIMS. Under the leadership
of our PM and Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar, the work of
improving medical facilities
in the state has progressed at a
rapid pace and it will continue

further... “, said Pandey.
“The state health department
received a letter from the
Centre on July 25 in this
regard. Darbhanga AIIMS
will be the second in the state
after Patna AIIMS. This will
lead to a massive expansion of
Darbhanga town and its
surrounding districts and will
also create a lot of
employment opportunities”,
said the state health minister.
The Director of Pradhan
Mantri Swasthya Suraksha
Yojana(PMSSY) of the Union
Health ministry in a letter
dated July 25 to the
Additional Chief Secretary,
Bihar Health department,
said, “This is to inform that
on the recommendation of
the central technical team, the
competent authority has
approved the establishment of
AIIMS at Shobhan in
Darbhanga. The team visited
Darbhanga on March 18-19,

2024 to assess the feasibility
and suitability of the site at
Ekmi Shobhan in Darbhanga
for the establishment of
AIIMS there”.
The state government is
requested to transfer and
hand over the required
encumbrance-free land to this
ministry and initiate
necessary action for the
provision of permanent
electricity connection of 20
MVA from two alternate
sources. Besides, four-lane
road connectivity and potable
water supply of 1.5 MLD
required for the establishment
of Darbhanga AIIMS,
according to the letter.
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar’s JD(U), NDA alliance
partner expressed its
happiness over the Centre’s
permission for the
construction of Darbhanga
AIIMS.
In a post on X, JD(U) national

working president, Sanjay
Kumar Jha, wrote,
“Darbhanga AIIMS will be
built in Shobhan itself,
construction will start soon.
For this approval, I express
my heartfelt gratitude to the
respected PM, Union Health
Minister and CM Nitish
Kumar, on my behalf and on
behalf of all the people of
Mithila region. The state
government will soon transfer
the entire land (more than
150 acres) to the Centre free
of cost”.
“Along with this, the state
government will also take
necessary steps to arrange
electricity and water supply at
the site from its own
resources and will provide
four-lane connectivity to it.
This will create employment
opportunities in the area. The
state government is also
redeveloping the Darbhanga
Medical College Hospital. A
plan of Rs 2,742.04 crore is
underway to build a new
2500-bed hospital there.
“After the construction of
both the super specialty
hospitals, Darbhanga will
become a major medical
centre not only for North
Bihar but also for Nepal”,
wrote Jha, who also shared
the Center’s letter on the
micro-blogging site. 
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Union Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman

lashed out at Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah asking him
whether it was ‘Nyay’ (justice)
to siphon off money
belonging to the tribal
Valmiki community. 
Referring to the Rs 187 crore
scam in the Karnataka
Maharshi Valmiki Scheduled
Tribe Corporation including
the illegal transfer of Rs 88
crore, Sitharaman, speaking to
reporters at the BJP office
here, accused Siddaramaiah of
concealing facts and trying to
pass the blame on to the
central government because
bank officials of a nationalised
bank were involved. On
Siddaramaiah’s charge that the
union finance minister should
be held accountable because
banks were involved,
Sitharaman said, “He can say

that because he is used to
talking like this… That’s so
irresponsive. You have your
minister resigned. You have
your people saying that the
money has been siphoned into
private accounts.” The
minister said that action has
already been taken as a first
step against the conniving
bank officials and further
action will be taken against
them. 
“No protection will be offered
to them for sure.” She,
however, sought to know, “A
minister had to resign under
whose oversight? Attempt to
deny, attempt to shift blame,
or to say that no scandal has
taken place. It’s SC/ST money.
Whose money was taken away
— Valmiki community’s. Is
there no sense of outrage?”
“They (Congress) talk about
‘Nyay’ (justice) during
election campaign. Is this
Nyay for the SC/ST

communities?” Sitharaman
said. During the Lok Sabha
election, the Congress had the
slogan ‘Ab Hoga Nyay’ to do
justice for downtrodden
communities and to enact
policies for their upliftment. 
Stating that the bank is
already on the job of taking
action against the erring
officials, the FM asked
Siddaramaiah how the
minister involved in the scam
and the chief minister who
holds finance portfolio did

not stop the bank from
illegally transferring money.
“You denied the whole thing,
your minister did not even
resign. 
And regarding the money
which has gone into the
private accounts, you go to the
assembly to say it’s not Rs 180
crore or Rs 140 crore, it’s only
some Rs 80 crore. You are
concealing it, sir. 
This is the outrageous thing
that is happening particularly
with the SC/ST money,” the
FM said. Rs 187.33 crore of
the Valmiki Corporation kept
in different accounts,
including Rs 40 crore in the
government treasury, is said to
have been diverted towards
the Union Bank of India’s MG
Road branch in the scam. Of
the Rs 187.33 crore, Rs 88.63
crore was illegally transferred
to at least 217 bank accounts
in Telangana including that of
18 firms. Former Karnataka

minister B Nagendra, who was
arrested by the Enforcement
Directorate, is in judicial
custody in connection with
the case. The scam came to
light after the Accounts
Superintendent of Valmiki
C o r p o r a t i o n
Chandrasekharan P died by
suicide. 
In his suicide note, he
explained in detail how the
money was transferred and
what role the corporation and
the bank officials had played
in the scam. The opposition
BJP has accused the ruling
Congress of being involved in
the scam. It has alleged that
the transfer of money could
not have happened without
the knowledge of
Siddaramaiah, who heads the
finance ministry. 
The chief minister has
rubbished the allegation and
said he had no information
about it. 
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Mizoram has requested a
special financial package

from the Centre to implement
its flagship programme, ‘Bana
Kaih’ or ‘Hand-holding’ policy,
an official from the Chief
Minister’s Office (CMO) said
on Sunday.
During the NITI Aayog
meeting chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Saturday, Mizoram Chief
Minister Lalduhoma
announced that his
government will implement
the hand-holding policy to
reduce economic disparity
between urban and rural
populations and generate
more employment in the state,
according to an official.
The policy aims to address the
availability of institutional
credit, particularly
microcredit, for agricultural
and small industrial
endeavours. The programme
will integrate various central
government schemes and
initiatives. The Mizoram
government has allocated Rs
200 crore for the policy for the
fiscal year 2024-25, in addition
to a Rs 110 crore corpus fund
for agricultural assurance.
The policy focuses on
empowering various sectors,
including supporting farmers
through the purchase of local
agricultural or horticultural

produce, food processing,
marketing agricultural and
allied products, promoting
entrepreneurship and skill
development, creating
employment opportunities for
youths, and boosting small-
scale and agro-based
industries.
Horticulture, fisheries,
veterinary and animal
husbandry, and sericulture
activities, which are vital for
many in the state, will receive
renewed attention under the
hand-holding policy.
During the NITI Aayog
meeting, Lalduhoma noted
that Mizoram faces high living
and project costs due to its
remote location. Despite these
challenges, the state
government is striving to
match the development levels
of other states through
aggressive implementation of

sustainable development
goals.
Lalduhoma highlighted
Mizoram’s need for better
roads and communication
infrastructure, pointing out
that the state’s road density is
significantly below the
national average. He also
emphasised the state’s acute
shortages in water, power,
education, public health,
hygiene, and administrative
infrastructure.
Unlike other states, Mizoram
has limited industrial income
sources and requires special
consideration and assistance. 
The chief minister requested
financial aid in the form of a
‘peace dividend,’ noting that
Mizoram has not received
funds under the security-
related expenditure (SRE)
scheme like its neighbouring
states. 
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In a tragic incident, an 18-
month-old boy died after

falling into a pit while playing
here on Sunday afternoon,
police said.
According to the police, the
incident happened in the
Ghuri Baba Tola village under
the Sikandarpur police station
area, where Avyansh Yadav
fell into a pit made for
draining dirty water. 
SO Sikandarpur Dinesh
Pathak said that Avyansh’s
mother Amrita made him sit
in the courtyard and got busy
in her daily routine. After
some time, when Avyansh was
not seen in the courtyard, she
started searching for him, and
found him fallen in the pit. 
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AGovernment school
teacher in Telangana’s

Khammam district chopped
off the hair of 15 male
students as she felt it was long,
following which the woman
was suspended.
The incident occurred in
Kalluru mandal of the district
on Saturday and the English
teacher has been placed under
suspension pending enquiry,
education department
officials said on Sunday.
The teacher trimmed the hair
of nearly 15 students of class
8,9 and 10 in the school
premises using scissors, they
said.
The students who were upset
over the haircut, complained
to their parents who in turn
staged a protest in front of the
school against the teacher’s
act.”It (resorting to hair cut) is
not the job of teachers. If they
(the students) are irregular
and if they were indisciplined,
she could have informed their
parents and should not have
acted like that (cutting hair of
students),” the official said.
The woman teacher on her
part said the students were
advised several times to get a
haircut as they were found
attending the classes with
long hair.
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Automation has been at
the core of human evo-
lution since the begin-

ning of time. Humans have
always sought out ways to
make their jobs faster and eas-
ier. From physical labour to
mechanized tools and now
artificial intelligence, the
unprecedented rate at which
this sector has evolved has
been transformative. With
every upgrade, the next set of
expectations is demanded
immediately. This leads us to
the conclusion that the future
of work is NOT in the future;
It is NOW! 
This continuous evolution is
significantly impacting the
workplace, redefining the
nature of work, the role of
workers, and the environment
in which they operate. As we
navigate this transformation,
HR and business leaders must
understand the implications
of AI on the future of work.As
I reflect on the developments
in the field of AI and its
impact on the future of work,
I see the following 6 implica-
tions that every HR and
Business leader must know:
Job Transformation Over
Displacement: There is a
widespread concern that AI
will lead to massive job loss-

es. However, historical prece-
dents show that technological
advancements tend to trans-
form rather than displace
jobs. AI is no different. It will
change how we work, intro-
ducing new methods and
enhancing collaboration
between humans and
machines. According to a
report by SHRM and The
Burning Glass Institute on
Generative Artificial
Intelligence and the
Workforce, the impact of
Gen AI will be less about
automation  and more about
augmenting workers’ pro-
ductivity and effectiveness.
According to a Global Report
by Thomson Reuters, 77% of
professionals believe AI will
significantly impact their
work within the next five
years. 
The ‘War for Talent’ Will Be
Fought on Newer Terrains:
The traditional paradigms of
skills and talent acquisition

are evolving rapidly.
Organizations must look
beyond conventional talent
pools to find the right candi-
dates. 
Competitive Edge through
Generative AI:  A growing
number of organizations are
already incorporating gener-
ative AI into their HR
processes, and many are
exploring its potential in other
functions. 
organizations have already
introduced the use of
Generative AI in their HR
processes, and many organi-
zations are exploring possible
uses. 
Human Creativity: The
Ultimate DifferentiatorAs
generative AI becomes more
accessible, human creativity
and ingenuity will become
even more valuable. While AI
can process data and provide
insights, it is human attribut-
es such as creativity, empathy,
and strategic thinking that
will set organizations apart.
The ability to connect dis-
parate ideas and develop
innovative solutions beyond
AI's capabilities will be cru-
cial. Human ingenuity will be
the key differentiator in a
world where AI is a common
tool.The case for Reverse

AugmentationAI's potential is
best realized when combined
with human intelligence (HI).
This synergy enables more
effective and differentiated
applications of AI, resulting in
higher return on investments.
By leveraging the strengths of
both AI and HI, organizations
can achieve superior out-
comes and drive innovation.
Investing in Leadership
Development: As generative
AI enhances operational effi-
ciencies, the focus on devel-
oping leadership talent will
become increasingly impor-
tant. Leadership development
will require targeted invest-
ments to ensure they are
equipped to navigate the
complexities of a rapidly
changing environment.
Organizations must prioritize
investments in both technol-
ogy and human capability
development to remain com-
petitive. 
Organizations must stay agile,
continuously adapting to the
changes brought about by
AI. The foresight to navigate
these changes will be the key
to sustaining growth and
achieving long-term success.

(The writer is CEO SHRM
India, APAPC and MENA;

views are personal)
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'taxation ' are different recognizing both as
separate. In the case of Mineral Area
Development Authority vs Steel Authority
of India, the nine-judge constitution bench
of the Supreme Court gave this decision
in an 8:1 split. Eight judges including Chief
Justice of India D Y Chandrachud voted
in favor of this decision while Justice B V
Nagarathana disagreed. The decision,
pending for more than 25 years, finally clar-
ifies that States can levy additional taxes on
mining activities and land used for such
purposes. 
The decision is a significant development
in empowering States to generate more rev-
enue, which can be used to meet local
needs and mitigate the adverse effects of
mining. The distinction between royalties
and taxes was at the centre of the court's
decision. Royalties are payments made by
mining leaseholders to the lessee on the
basis of a specific agreement as stipulated
under Section 9 of the Mines and Minerals
(Development and Regulation) Act, 1957
(MMDRA). These payments are made in
exchange for the right to extract minerals
and are thus seen as compensation for the

use of land and resources. Taxes, on the
other hand, are more commonly imposed
by governments and used to fund public
services and infrastructure.  

Yash Pal Ralhan | Jalandhar
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Madam — In the lead-up to its 100th year,
Narendra Modi just gave a birthday gift to
the RSS. Amidst speculations of a deepen-
ing rift between the RSS and the Modi-
Shah-controlled BJP, the NDA government
withdrew the order dated 1966 that pro-
hibits government employees from partic-
ipating in RSS activities. 
Is this an olive branch, considering the
inexplicable statement made by J P Nadda,
almost declaring independence from the
RSS in the middle of the Lok Sabha elec-
tions?  This comes on top of several  grants
and appointments going to people and
organisations belonging to or close to the
RSS. 

C K Ramanathan | Mumbai
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Madam — This refers to the report "Modi
warns Pak on terrorism," The Pioneer, Jul
27. PM Narendra Modi, while addressing
the 25th Kargil Diwas celebrations, has
warned Pakistan against continuing its
futile policy breeding and sponsoring
cross-border terror. Both the message
and the timing were perfect. PM Modi has
given voice to the frustrations of most
Indians, and was echoing the viewpoint of
the entire Indian polity and the Parliament
by expressing the national consensus that
Kashmir belongs to India. No policy of ter-
ror or initiation of war-like action will ever
deter India was his clear pronouncement.
He also reflected our national resolve
strongly that India would not think twice
about doing all it takes to protect its ter-
ritory and people. Nevertheless, as Mr
Modi rightly said, Pakistan has not learnt
its lessons. It continues to wage war in the
garb of terrorism and proxy wars. And it
still continues to be a sanctuary for anti-
India terrorists, if the recent surge in attacks
in Jammu is any indication.
Indian leaders have time and again sought
to mend relations with Pakistan and have
made genuine overtures for peace. But each
time we have received only deceit and back-
stabbing in return. In the last 25 years, the
differential between India and Pakistan in
terms of economic prosperity and global
reputation has sharply widened. But
Pakistan has still not grown out of its desire
to be hyphenated with India and is, in the
process, only harming its own people.

N Sadhasiva Reddy|Bengaluru
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Madam — Due to historic verdict on min-
ing royalty and taxes now the state govern-
ment is empowered to levy taxes on min-
ing companies and due to this reason con-
cerning States will be hugely benefited and
the financial state of these States will be
improved. and it is due to  a landmark judg-
ment on July 25, a nine-judge constitution
bench of the Supreme Court which upheld
the right of States to levy taxes on mining
activities, recognizing that 'royalty ' and
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future path to greatness there-
fore shall be marked with
supreme sacrifices by its war-
riors who if confined to the
dustbin of state apathy, as
reflected by the Government
disinclination towards public
commemoration of supreme
sacrifice by 1171 Indian sol-
diers KIA in Sri Lanka, may
adversely impact the national
will during the inevitable
future military confrontations.
The  Government is very vocal
in pronouncing its nationalist
credentials but sluggish in
putting money into building
deterrent capabilities. 
Last week's defence budget was
a green signal for China to race
even further ahead under the
illusion there will be no war.
Still, policy pronouncements
are not enough unless backed
by a revitalised and reorgan-
ised military competent to
safeguard its economic inter-
ests, all aspirational talk is mere
rhetoric. Building National
War Memorials is one thing;
honouring the fallen braves
appropriately is quite another
matter regardless of the out-
come because victory or defeat
on the battlefield is never
complete unless it is surren-
dered as in 1971. 
This is where the IPKF comes
into the picture because it
was not permitted to complete
its military mission.  Its con-
tribution to the preservation of
Sri Lanka’s territorial integri-
ty is fully acknowledged; in
Colombo especially. New
Delhi must honour its sacri-
fices on 29 July as a tribute to

the valour of the fallen brave.
The political parameters of the
ISLA had been achieved by the
IPKF by December 1988. The
ethnic Sri Lanka Tamil pre-
dominant Northern and
Eastern Provinces were amal-
gamated into a unitary
Northeastern Province, gener-
al elections to the North East
Provincial Council were suc-
cessfully conducted, with a
duly elected EPRLF-led gov-
ernment sworn in. Had the
IPKF stay been extended to
tame the LTTE, the military
mission could have created
conditions for implementing a
political solution short of
Elam. 
This would have secured
national interest, but the new
Indian government should
not have endorsed the new  Sri
Lankan government’s demand
to withdraw IPKF from the
island in August 1989.
Ascribing the failure of ISLA
to IPKF, which was just a
corollary to  ISLA,  is unfair.
The failures lay in the diplo-
matic and government policy,
which the establishment wish-
es to cover up by laying the
blame at the doorstep of its
military. 
The ISLA had weak founda-
tions. The contingency of Sri
Lanka and LTTE reneging on
the ISLA was not thought
through. The withdrawal of
IPKF left India without deci-
sive influence to oversee the
implementation of the
promised political package by
Sri Lanka to remove the dis-
criminatory state practices

against its ethnic Tamil minor-
ity, impacting Indian policy
towards Sri Lanka even in the
present. 
The provision of weapons and
allied support by R&AW to the
LTTE even when militarily
engaged against IPKF, and the
availability of physical infra-
structure support to LTTE in
Tamil Nadu, was against
national interests. Similar pri-
macy to political interests can
be sensed by the refusal of the
Indian state to  commemorate
KIA of Operation ‘Pawan.’
There is angst against the
injustice of the government
and the armed forces not offi-
cially commemorating the
IPKF operations at the NWM
as is done for the 1971 and
Kargil wars. Graves of some of
the Indian soldiers killed dur-
ing Operation ‘Pawan’ are still
in Sri Lanka. It is hard to
understand the dichotomy of
the Indian leadership, both
political and military, paying
public tributes at the IPKF war
memorial in Colombo, in the
heart of Sri Lanka, but failing
to honour those KIA during
Operation ‘Pawan,’ at the
NWM at New Delhi. The
IPKF war veterans are ever
hopeful that the Govt will
realise the injustice and con-
sent to a befitting annual
national homage to 1171 of its
Bravehearts who made the
supreme sacrifice during
‘Operation Pawan’.   
(The writer won Sena Medal is
an Operation ‘Pawan’ veteran;
he is strategic thinker, and
author;  views are personal)

���������������	������
���������
��������

India’s future path to great-
ness shall be marked with
supreme sacrifices by its
warriors who if confined to
the dustbin of state apathy,

as reflected by the Government
disinclination towards public
commemoration of supreme sac-
rifice by 1171 Indian soldiers KIA
during Operation ‘Pawan’ in Sri
Lanka, may adversely impact the
national will during inevitable
future military confrontations.To
recall Operation ‘Pawan,’ the
Indian Peace Keeping Force
(IPKF) operation in Sri Lanka,
was the largest joint services mil-
itary operation conducted by
India, in the 1971 War. It led to
the establishment of
Headquarters IPKF, a Corps-size
tri-service organisation with near-
ly 100,000 troops from the three
services under its command.
Had the proposed Maritime
Theatre Command been in exis-
tence, Operation ‘Pawan’ would
have come under its ambit. 
The intensity of this 32-month-
long ‘politico-military peace keep-
ing’ operation, undertaken from
29th of July 1987 to 24th of March
1990, is best gauged from the gal-
lantry awards won and casualties
suffered by this force.  1172
Indian soldiers were Killed In
Action (KIA), and more than
3500 soldiers suffered grievous
injuries. The IPKF was awarded
1 Param Vir Chakra, 6 Maha Vir
Chakras, 98 Vir Chakras and
scores of other gallantry
awards.The ghost of the political
failure to see through to the end
of its first geopolitical foray in
near abroad continues to impact
Indian policy establishment even
in the present times. 
As of now, against the backdrop
of a sustained Chinese presence
in Sri Lanka, India is struggling
to adopt a coherent strategy to
deal with the continued intransi-
gence by the Sri Lanka
Government to implement the
political solution of devolution to
the Tamils enshrined in the
Indian Sri Lanka Agreement
(ISLA) of 29th of July 1987.
India is bound to invite hostility
from the dominant geopolitical
forces in its neighbourhood. 
This will mandate it to be pre-
pared for Out-of-area military
operations to secure its econom-
ic and geopolitical interests. India’s
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If Kamala Harris wins, she will become
the first woman President of the USA.
If Donald Trump wins, he will become

the second president to serve non-con-
secutive terms (45th and 47th), follow-
ing Grover Cleveland, who was the
22nd and 24th president. Franklin D.
Roosevelt is the only U.S. president to
have served three terms. Whether any-
one will surpass that record remains a
long-term puzzle. All eyes will be on

November 5th, 2024, ballot day in the
USA. As of July 27, 2024, 29 nations
around the world have women as heads
of state or government (Presidents or
Prime Ministers). 
The history of women heads of state and
government is fascinating. The world's
first woman president was María Estela
'Isabel' Perón of Argentina (1974 to
1976). The first elected woman Prime
Minister was Sirimavo Bandaranaike of
Sri Lanka in 1960, who served three
terms. In the 1970s, three women Prime
Ministers—Bandaranaike (Sri Lanka),
Indira Gandhi (India), and Golda Meir
(Israel)—were known as the "Iron Ladies
Trio." Later, Margaret Thatcher, the "Iron
Lady No. 4," became the Prime Minister
of the UK.

P V Madhu Nivriti  | Secundarabad
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The global aviation
industry is undeniably
a significant contribu-

tor to carbon emissions,
accounting for about 2.5 –
3.0% of the world’s carbon
output. Recognising this
impact, initiatives like IATA’s
“Fly Net Zero” are crucial
steps towards achieving car-
bon neutrality by 2050.
Airlines are actively pursuing
various strategies to reduce
their environmental foot-
print, with fleet moderniza-
tion being a cornerstone.
One key pillar of the indus-
try's sustainability strategy is
investment in a modern, fuel-
efficient f leet. Jazeera
Airways, for instance, has
invested in the Airbus A320
neo aircraft, known for its
20% reduction in fuel con-
sumption and emissions. The

airline was also the first to
order over 2000 of the world’s
lightest aircraft seats from
Expliseat. These seats will
contribute to a weight saving
of 1.2 metric tons per aircraft
resulting in enhanced fuel
efficiency and reduced emis-
sions per flight.Beyond fleet
upgrades, airlines are imple-
menting carbon offsetting
programs as part of their
sustainability efforts. These
programs allow passengers to
mitigate the environmental

impact of their air travel by
investing in projects that
reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions elsewhere. Jazeera
Airways’ carbon offsetting
initiatives specifically sup-
port projects in renewable
energy and reforestation,
allowing passengers to con-
tribute to environmental con-
servation efforts directly
linked to their flights.
Technological innovation also
plays a pivotal role in enhanc-
ing operational efficiency and
passenger experience.
Airlines are increasingly
adopting digital solutions
such as paperless ticketing,
digital baggage tracking, and
personalized sustainable trav-
el options. These technologies
not only streamline opera-
tions but also minimize waste
and carbon emissions associ-

ated with traditional paper-
based processes. Addressing
plastic waste is another
important aspect of the
industry's sustainability
efforts. Airlines are replacing
single-use plastics with
biodegradable alternatives
and exploring sustainable
options like Palmade prod-
ucts made from palm leaves. 
Energy efficiency is another
critical focus area for airlines,
extending to both aircraft
operations and airport infra-
structure. State-of-the-art air-
port terminals are designed
with sustainability in mind,
incorporating energy-effi-
cient lighting, climate control
systems, and renewable ener-
gy sources. 
The airline industry is active-
ly leading the way towards a
more sustainable future for air

travel, setting a precedent for
environmentally responsible
practices that extend beyond
its operations. The adoption
of CORSIA (Carbon
Offsetting and Reduction
Scheme for International
Aviation) marks a substantial
advancement in its commit-
ment to mitigating environ-
mental impact and combat-

ing climate change. CORSIA
ensures that international
aviation contributes to glob-
al efforts to reduce green-
house gas emissions while
continuing to support global
connectivity and economic
growth. Additionally, the
development and adoption of
Sustainable Aviation Fuel
(SAF) and the utilization of

advanced software solutions
like those offered by
NAVBLUE are critical mile-
stones in the airline industry's
efforts to achieve net-zero
emissions and address climate
change.
Achieving net-zero emis-
sions by 2050 requires col-
laboration among airlines,
governments, and passen-
gers. Through ongoing inno-
vation, investment in sus-
tainable technologies like
SAF, reduction of plastic
waste, and improvements in
operational efficiency, the
aviation industry is actively
leading the way towards a
more environmentally
friendly future for air travel.
These efforts not only aim to
reduce the industry's carbon
footprint but also set a prece-
dent for sustainable practices

that can inspire broader
global initiatives beyond 
aviation.
Aviation industry today is
dedicated to collaborating
closely with partners, passen-
gers, and communities to
foster a greener and more sus-
tainable future for air travel. 
This commitment drives us to
innovate and implement ini-
tiatives that reduce our envi-
ronmental footprint, promote
sustainable practices, and
contribute positively to the
global effort against climate
change. 
Together with our stakehold-
ers, we aim to lead by exam-
ple and inspire lasting change
in the aviation industry and
beyond.
(The writer is regional man-

ager South Asia - Jazeera
Airways; views are personal)
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rebound in the US economy, India
could achieve growth even higher
than 6.5 – 7 per cent projected in
the Economic Survey for 2023-24.
But, there is a flip side to it.This has
to do with the fiscal deficit or FD
(excess of total expenditure over
total receipts). Sitharaman has set
it at 4.9 per cent of the GDP which
is 0.2 per cent less than a target of
5.1 per cent fixed in the interim
budget. This has been made pos-
sible due to a mammoth dividend
transfer of Rs 210,000 crore by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) to the
Central Government from its oper-
ations during the FY 2023-24
which is Rs 130,000 crore higher
than the provision of Rs 80,000
crore made in the interim budget.
It won’t be easy to achieve the 4.9
per cent target during the current
year. This is because the gross tax
revenue (GTR) target of Rs
3840,000 crore is over-ambitious
and the budget assumes receipts of
Rs 50,000 crore from disinvestment
of government shares in PSUs, a
program it has decided not to pur-
sue. Even major expenditure items
could get out of control as the year
progresses.
For instance, the ‘fertilizer subsidy’
is budgeted at Rs 164,000 crore
during 2024-25. This is based on
the assumption that the declining
trend in the international price of
fertilizers and raw materials used
in their production seen during
2023-24 continues during the cur-
rent year as well. It takes a small
disruption in the global supply
chain (given the current highly
uncertain geo-political situation,
this is quite likely), for this assump-
tion to go haywire. That apart, to
go down from 4.9 per cent to 4.5
per cent next year set by the FM
her 2021-22 budget (this by itself
is far more generous than FD of 3
per cent that was to be achieved in
2020-21 as per the amendment to
the FRBM Act, 2018) can be
daunting, all the more when the

RBI is unlikely to repeat its bonan-
za/gift to the Center. During an
interactive with the press,
Sitharaman alluded to the Centre’s
plan to design fiscal trajectory in
a manner such that from FY 2026-
27 onward, its debt to GDP ratio
starts declining. Sans target setting,
this may not instil confidence. 
Yet, she won’t set the target as these
are often missed. The Center’s
debt-to-GDP ratio is currently
around 57 per cent against the 40
per cent mandated for 2024-25
under the FRBM Amendment Act
(2018).
Meanwhile, to address the con-
cerns on employment, MSMEs
(micro, small and medium enter-
prises) and agriculture, the budget
has proposed several initiatives.For
MSMEs, it proposes a new credit
guarantee scheme to facilitate term
loans to enable them to purchase
machinery and equipment without
requiring collateral or third-party
guarantees (a self-financing guar-
antee fund is mooted that could
provide each applicant with guar-
antee coverage of up to Rs 100
crore); increase in the limit of
Mudra (Micro Units Development
Refinance Agency, a subsidiary of
SIDBI) loans to Rs 2000,000 for
those who have repaid previous
loans; expanding SIDBI branches
to provide the much-needed access
to credit and additional support for
further growth. 
The initiatives on employment all
aligned to the EPFO (Employees
Provident Fund Organization)
enrollments include Scheme A: a
one-month wage payout of up to
Rs. 15,000 per month (payable in
three instalments) to first-timers
in the workforce, with all formal
sectors with an eligibility limit of
a salary of Rs 100,000 per month.
Scheme B: meant for creating
‘additional’ jobs in the manufactur-
ing sector linked to first-time
employees; it includes an incentive
to employees and employers con-

cerning EPFO in the first 4 years
of employment. 
These schemes are expected to
benefit 240 lakh youth. Scheme C
meant support to employers to
enable them to give additional
employment in all sectors for
those earning up to Rs 100,000 per
month. The government will reim-
burse employers up to Rs. 3000 per
month for two years towards EPFO
contribution for each additional
employee. This Scheme will ben-
efit 50 lakh persons.To make the
youth employable, Sitharaman has
announced a new centrally spon-
sored scheme for skilling in collab-
oration with States and industry.
2000,000 youth will be skilled
over five years under this scheme. 
One thousand industrial training
institutes (ITIs) will be upgraded
in the hub and spoke arrangement,
with course content aligned to the
skill needs of the industry. In agri-
culture, the measures include ini-
tiating 10 million farmers into nat-
ural farming in the next two years;
releasing 109 climate-resilient new
seed varieties across 32 field and
horticulture crops in the next 100
days; Jan Samarth-based Kisan
Credit Card in five States to give a
boost to shrimp farming and
export; launch a national cooper-
ation policy; digital public infra-
structure (DPI) to create a registry
of 60 million farmers with the
details of their land over the next
three years; developing large-scale
vegetable clusters closer to major
consumption centres; promoting
FPOs, cooperatives and start-ups
for vegetable supply chains; pursu-
ing the mission for pulses and
oilseeds production etc. All the
above announcements sound like
the proverbial ‘Many a slip between
the cup and the lip’. For instance,
on employment, Sitharaman clar-
ified ‘the government can only
nudge private firms.’

(The writer is a policya nanalyst;
views are personal)

On top of a GDP (gross domes-
tic product) growth of 8 per
cent plus for three consecutive
years, the Union Budget for
FY 2024-25 presented by

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on
July 23, 2024, has all the ingredients to sus-
tain the momentum during the current
year as well. For the current year, she has
proposed capital expenditure at Rs
1111,111 crore, which is 17 per cent high-
er than the revised estimate (RE) for FY
2023-24.In her Budget for 2019-20, she had
laid a roadmap for catapulting the Indian
economy to US$5 trillion by 2024-25. In
sync with this target, she had projected an
investment requirement of over Rs 100 lakh
crore to build the infrastructure over five
years. 
Out of this, 39 per cent or Rs 39,00,000
crore was to come from the Centre and
states each and the balance was Rs
22,00,000 crore from the private sector.The
Centre’s capital spend during the previous
four years was 2020-21: Rs 439,000 crore;
2021-22: Rs 554,000 crore; 2022-23: Rs
750,000 crore; 2023-24: Rs 1000,961 crore.
This adds up to Rs 2700,000 crore. Add to
this Rs 1111,111 crore for 2024-25, the total
over five years comes to Rs 3800,000 crore
which is more or less close to the amount
the Centre intended to contribute. The
Central government has also been helping
the states to boost their capital spend.
During 2022-23, it provided them with 50-
year Rs 100,000 crore interest-free loans.
During 2023-24, such transfers were Rs
130,000 crore. For the current year, the
transfers are kept at Rs 150,000 crore. 
To promote investment in the private sec-
tor, the Centre has reduced the corporate
tax rate to 15 per cent for new manufac-
turing enterprises and 22 per cent for exist-
ing enterprises. In this year’s budget, the
corporate tax rate on foreign firms has been
reduced from extant 40 per cent to 35 per
cent. With this and assuming that private
consumption/demand remains strong (a
relief of around Rs 17,500/- in personal
income tax or PIT resulting from the
change in tax slabs under the New IT
regime and increase in a standard deduc-
tion by Rs 25,000/- will give some boost)
besides exports getting a leg up, courtesy
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Arocket strike on Saturday
at a soccer field killed at

least 12 children and teens,
Israeli authorities said, in the
deadliest strike on an Israeli
target along the country’s
northern border since the
fighting between Israel and the
Lebanese militant group
Hezbollah began. It raised
fears of a broader regional
war. Israel blamed Hezbollah
for the strike in the Israeli-con-
trolled Golan Heights, but
Hezbollah rushed to deny any
role. Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu warned
that Hezbollah “will pay a
heavy price for this attack, one
that it has not paid so far”. The
Israeli military’s chief
spokesman, Rear Adm. Daniel
Hagari, called it the deadliest
attack on Israeli civilians since
the Hamas attack on October
7 that sparked the war in
Gaza. He said 20 others were
wounded. “There is no doubt
that Hezbollah has crossed all
the red lines here, and the

response will reflect that,”
Israeli Foreign Minister Israel

Katz told Israeli Channel 12.
“We are nearing the moment

in which we face an all-out
war.”

Hezbollah chief spokesman
Mohammed Afif told The
Associated Press that the group
“categorically denies carrying
out an attack” on the town of
Majdal Shams. It is unusual for
Hezbollah to deny an attack.
The office of Netanyahu, who
was on a visit to the United
States, said he would cut short
his trip by several hours, with-
out specifying when he would
return. It said he will convene
the security Cabinet after arriv-
ing. Far-right members of
Netanyahu’s government called
for a harsh response against
Hezbollah. But an all-out war
with a militant group with far
superior firepower to Hamas
would be trying for Israel’s mil-
itary after nearly 10 months of
fighting in Gaza.
Footage aired on Israeli
Channel 12 showed a large
blast in one of the valleys in the
Druze town of Majdal Shams,
in the Golan Heights, which
Israel captured from Syria in
the 1967 Mideast war and
annexed in 1981. Some Druze
have Israeli citizenship. Many

still have sympathies for Syria
and rejected Israeli annexation,
but their ties with Israeli soci-
ety have grown over the years.

Video showed paramedics
rushing stretchers off the soc-
cer field toward waiting ambu-
lances.
Ha’il Mahmoud, a resident,
told Channel 12 that children
were playing soccer when the
rocket hit the field. He said a
siren was heard seconds before
the rocket hit, but there was no
time to take shelter.
Jihan Sfadi, the principal of an
elementary school, told
Channel 12 that five students
were among the dead: “The sit-
uation here is very difficult.
Parents are crying, people are
screaming outside. No one
can digest what has happened.”
Israel’s military said its analy-
sis showed that the rocket was
launched from an area north of
the village of Chebaa in south-
ern Lebanon.
The Israeli military said early
Sunday that it struck targets
deep inside Lebanon as well as
in southern Lebanon. There

were no reports of casualties
and the strikes were no more
intense than what has become
routine over the past 10
months.
The strike at the soccer field,
just before sunset, followed
earlier cross-border violence
on Saturday, when Hezbollah
said three of its fighters were
killed, without specifying
where. Israel’s military said its
air force targeted a Hezbollah
arms depot in the border vil-
lage of Kfar Kila, adding that
militants were inside at the
time.
Hezbollah said its fighters car-
ried out 10 different attacks
using rockets and explosive
drones against Israeli military
posts, the last of which target-
ed the army command of the
Haramoun Brigade in Maaleh
Golani with Katyusha rockets.
In a separate statement,
Hezbollah said it hit the same
army post with a short-range
Falaq rocket. It said the attacks
were in response to Israeli
airstrikes on villages in south-
ern Lebanon.
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Beijing (PTI): A landslide
caused by heavy rains from a
tropical storm hit a house in
central China’s Hunan on
Sunday, killing 15 people and
injuring six others. The provin-
cial emergency command cen-
tre said the landslide hit Yuelin
village in Hengyang city at
about 8 am.
It washed away part of a resi-
dential house, burying 18 peo-
ple.
Fifteen people were killed and
six others injured in the land-
slide, the state-run Xinhua
news agency reported. The
landslide was reportedly caused
by flash flooding on a moun-
tain. The injured have been
taken to hospital.
Over 300 rescuers have been
dispatched and rescue efforts
have concluded, the report
said.
China has suffered a summer
of extreme weather, with flash
floods in the north and south-
west.
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Japanese and US defence chiefs
and top diplomats agreed to

further bolster their military
cooperation by upgrading the
command and control of US
forces in the East Asian coun-
try and strengthening
American-licensed missile pro-
duction there, describing the ris-
ing threat from China as “the
greatest strategic challenge”. US
Forces Japan headquartered in
Yokota in the western suburbs
of Tokyo, tasked with managing
their bases, has no command-
ing authority. Instead, instruc-
tions come from the US Indo-
Pacific Command in Hawaii.
The plans will give the USFJ
greater capability while still
reporting to INDOPACOM.
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken and Defence Secretary
Lloyd Austin joined their
Japanese counterparts, Yoko
Kamikawa and Minoru Kihara,
at the Japan-US Security
Consultative Committee in
Tokyo, known as “2+2” securi-
ty talks where they reaffirmed
their bilateral alliance following
President Joe Biden’s withdraw-
al from the November presiden-

tial race.
“We are standing at a historic
turning point as the rules-
based, free and open interna-
tional order is shaken to the
core,” Kamikawa said. “Now is
a critical phase when our deci-
sion today determines our
future.”
Austin, in his opening remarks,
said China is “engaging in coer-
cive behaviour, trying to change
the status quo in the East and
South China Seas, around
Taiwan and throughout the
region”, adding that North
Korea’s nuclear program and its
deepening cooperation with
Russia “threaten regional and
global security”. In the joint
statement issued after the talks,
the ministers said China’s for-
eign policy “seeks to reshape the
international order for its own
benefit at the expense of others”
and that “such behaviour is a
serious concern to the alliance
and the entire international
community and represents the
greatest strategic challenge in
the Indo-Pacific region and
beyond”. China has been at
odds with many countries in the
Asia-Pacific for years because of
its sweeping maritime claims

over the crucial South China
Sea. It also claims self-govern-
ing Taiwan as its territory, to be
annexed by force if necessary. In
March, Beijing announced a 7.2
per cent increase in its defense
budget, already the world’s sec-
ond-highest behind the United
States, marking a massive mil-
itary expansion.
The ministers said the US com-
mand reorganisation, set for
March to be in line with Japan’s
own command updating, aimed
“to facilitate deeper interoper-
ability and cooperation on joint
bilateral operations in peacetime
and during contingencies” and
enhance intelligence coordina-
tion, surveillance, reconnais-
sance and cybersecurity.
Japan has long suffered from
cybersecurity threats that
Washington believes are of grave
concern. Lately, Japan’s space
agency revealed it suffered a
series of cyberattacks, and
though sensitive information
related to space and defence was
not affected, it has triggered
worry and pushed the agency to
pursue preventative measures.
The ministers in a joint state-
ment reaffirmed the US com-
mitment to “extended deter-

rence”, which includes atomic
weapons — a shift from Japan’s
earlier reluctance to openly dis-
cuss the sensitive issue, as the
world’s only country to have suf-
fered atomic attacks, amid
nuclear threats from Russia and
China.
Japan has been accelerating its
military buildup and has
increased joint operations with
the US as well as South Korea
while trying to strengthen its
largely domestic defense indus-
try.
Tokyo has significantly eased its
arms export restrictions and in
December accommodated a US
request for shipment of surface-
to-air PAC-3 missile intercep-
tors produced in Japan under an
American license to replenish
US inventories, which have
decreased due to its support for
Ukraine.
The ministers said they will pur-
sue efforts to expand Japanese
production of PAC-3 intercep-
tors for export to the United
States, as well as co-production
of Advanced Medium-Range
Air-to-Air Missiles to meet
“critical demand” for such sys-
tems to be ready when needed
“to deter aggression”.
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Kamala Harris will deliver
crime, chaos, mayhem, and

death to the US, Donald Trump
has said, intensifying his attacks
on his Democratic rival  as the
2024 presidential election cam-
paign entered a critical final
100 day stretch.
Vice President Harris, 59, is the
new presidential candidate of
the Democratic party after
incumbent President Joe Biden,
81, withdrew from the race.  
Trump, a former US president
and the 2024 Republican pres-
idential candidate,  painted his
new chief rival, Harris, as worse
than President Biden at a rally
in Minnesota on Saturday
along with his running mate
Senator J D Vance. 
“Ultra-liberal Kamala Harris
will deliver crime, chaos, may-
hem, and death to our country.
I will restore law and order, jus-
tice in America,” Trump, 78,
said.Trump said on his very
first day back in the White
House, that he would terminate
every single open border pol-
icy of the Biden-Harris
Administration. 
“And we will seal the border

and we will stop the horrible
invasion into our country.... No
person in American politics has
been more of an open border
zealot than Border Czar
Harris,” he said. 
He slammed Harris’ political
record, saying that she
“destroyed San Francisco” as
county district attorney.
“Kamala Harris was the origi-
nal Marxist district attorney.
She destroyed San Francisco
and she will destroy our coun-
try,” he alleged.     
“This November, the American
people are going to reject
Kamala Harris’s crazy liberal
extremism in a massive land-
slide... We’re not going to let her
turn the United States into
communist San Francisco,” he
said. “Harris is so extreme and
unhinged that she has even
declared the terms ‘illegal alien’
and ‘radical Islamic terrorism’
to be forbidden and unaccept-
able,” he alleged.  Describing
her as a ‘radical left lunatic”
Trump alleged that Harris is
“the most incompetent, unpop-
ular, and far-left vice president
in American history, probably
the most far-left person in
American history.”
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Washington (PTI) Republican
presidential candidate Donald
Trump has said incumbent US
President Joe Biden was forced
to exit the presidential race,
describing it a “coup” by the
Democratic Party.
The former president’s remarks
came during an election rally in
Minnesota on Saturday.
“This was really a coup of and

by the Democrats. This was a
coup of a man that had 14 mil-
lion votes. He wanted to run.
They wouldn’t let him run.
They treated him horribly. They
said to him, we can do it the nice
way, or we can do it the hard
way. To Joe, he’s president,”
Trump claimed.
This was a coup with the pres-
idency, he said. “They threat-
ened him with the 25th
Amendment. They said, Joe,
we’re going to threaten you with
the 25th Amendment. You’re
cognitively and physically a
mess. And if you don’t get out,
we’re going to take you out with

the 25th Amendment,” Trump,
78,  alleged. The 25th
Amendment of the US
Constitution was passed by
Congress to determine the pres-
idential succession after the
assassination of former President
John F Kennedy.
It also gives power to the vice
president as well as the Cabinet
to remove a president from
office if they are deemed phys-
ically incapable.
“And he said, I’ll go. And then
the fake news said, oh, he was so
brave. He was so brave. No, he
was forced to leave,” Trump
claimed.
Biden, 81, on July 20 announced
his decision to withdraw from
the 2024 presidential elections
and endorsed Kamala Harris as
Democratic Presidential nomi-
nee.
This followed a series of fast-
moving developments after his
disastrous debate performance
in Atlanta on June 27 and a failed
assassination attempt on Trump.
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Britain’s new left-leaning
government said Sunday

that the nation is “broke and
broken,” blaming the situation
on its predecessors ahead of a
major speech on the state of
the public finances that is
widely expected to lay the
groundwork for higher taxes.
In a sweeping assessment
three weeks after taking
power, Prime Minister Keir
Starmer’s office professed
shock at the situation they
inherited after 14 years of
Conservative Party rule, while
releasing a department-by-
department analysis of the
perceived failures of the pre-
vious government.
The critique comes a day
before Treasury chief Rachel
Reeves is expected to outline
a 20-billion-pound ($26 bil-
lion) shortfall  in public
finances during a speech to
the House of Commons.
“We will not shy away from
being honest with the public
about the reality of what we
have inherited,” Pat
McFadden, a senior member

of the new Cabinet, said in a
statement. “We are calling
time on the false promises that
British people have had to put
up with and we will do what
it  takes to f ix Britain.”
Starmer’s Labour Party won a
landslide election victory ear-
lier this month following a
campaign in which critics
accused both major parties of
a “conspiracy of silence” over
the scale of the financial chal-
lenges facing the next govern-
ment.
Labour pledged during the
campaign that it wouldn’t
raise taxes on “working peo-

ple,” saying its policies would
deliver faster economic
growth and generate the addi-
tional revenue needed by the
government.  The
Conservatives, meanwhile,
promised further tax cuts in
the autumn if they were
returned to office.
As proof that the previous
government wasn’t honest
about the challenges facing the
country, Starmer’s office
pointed to recent comments
from former Treasury chief
Jeremy Hunt confirming that
he wouldn’t have been able to
cut taxes this year if the
Conser vatives had been
returned to power. Those
comments came in an inter-
view with the BBC in which
Hunt also accused Labour of
exaggerating the situation to
justify raising taxes now that
they’ve won the election.
“The reason we’re getting all

this spin about this terrible
economic inheritance is
because Labour wants to raise
taxes,” Hunt said on July 21.
“If they wanted to raise taxes,
all the numbers were crystal
clear before the election...They

should have levelled with the
British public.” The govern-
ment on Sunday released an
overview of the spending
assessment Reeves commis-
sioned shortly after taking
office. She will deliver the
complete report to Parliament
on Monday. Those findings
led the new government to
accuse the Conservatives of
making significant funding
commitments for this finan-
cial year “without knowing
where the money would come
from”.
It argued that the military had
been “hollowed out” at a time
of increasing global threats
and the National Health
Service was “broken”, with
some 7.6 million people wait-
ing for care.
And despite billions spent to
house migrants and combat
the criminal gangs ferrying
migrants across the English
Channel on dangerous inflat-
able boats, the number of
people making the crossing is
still rising, Starmer’s office
said. Some 15,832 people have
crossed the Channel on small
boats already this year, 9%

more than during the same
period in 2023. “The assess-
ment will show that Britain is
broke and broken - revealing
the mess that populist politics
has made of the economy
and public services,” Downing
Street said in a statement.
The quandary the govern-
ment finds itself in should be
no surprise,  said Paul
Johnson, the director of the
Institute for Fiscal Studies, an
independent think tank
focused on Britain’s econom-
ic policies.
At the start of the election
campaign, the institute said
that the UK was in a “parlous
fiscal position” and the new
government would have to
either raise taxes, cut spend-
ing or relax the rules on pub-
lic borrowing.
“For a party to enter office and
then declare that things are
worse than expected’ would be
fundamentally dishonest,” the
IFS said on May 25. “The next
government does not need to
enter office to open the books.’
Those books are transparent-
ly published and available for
all to inspect.” 
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Jeevun Sandher, one of
Britain’s newest members of

Parliament elected in the
Labour Party’s landslide gen-
eral election victory earlier this
month, is determined to
restore trust in politics and
strengthen his party’s con-
nection with India and its
diaspora communities.The
British Sikh first-time MP was
elected from Loughborough in
the East Midlands region of
England, considered a bell-
wether constituency which
has reflected the national
result in UK general elections
over the years.  He referenced
the visit of UK Foreign
Secretary David Lammy to

India earlier this week as a
symbol of the high level of pri-
ority the incoming govern-
ment places on the relation-
ship as it gets on with the job
of “delivering change”.“From a
personal perspective, I am a
part of the Indian diaspora so
I see it as a natural connection,
for the Labour Party and the
incoming Labour govern-
ment,” he told PTI in an inter-
view at the Parliament com-
plex in London this week.“It is
a hugely important strategic
partnership for us, which is
why David has gone out there
to stress that it is an incredi-
bly important partnership for
us in the region and globally.
India is the world’s largest
democracy, there is a trade

deal in the works as well. It is
about ensuring that we achieve
a lot together for the mutual
benefit of both nations,” he
said.Sandher, in his mid-30s,
was born in the eastern
England town of Luton to
parents who migrated from
Punjab and regularly travels
back to the region with his
family. While these India vis-
its will now face a few more
protocol hurdles given his
new parliamentary role, his
work with voluntary organisa-
tions such as Labour Indians
keeps him closely connected to
the country of his heritage.“I
think Labour Indians has
helped inform policy, helped
me personally as well. I’m
incredibly proud of what we’ve

achieved and look forward to
achieving even more in the
weeks, months and years to
come,” he said of his party’s
diaspora outreach.“I am real-
ly proud of my Indian roots
and really proud of the way
our contribution is reflected
and recognised in this coun-
try. We watch football and
then go for a curry, that is the
country we live in and it says
a lot about our culture,” he
noted.As an economist and
political strategist who also
spent some time as a teacher
in classrooms with disadvan-
taged children in Somaliland,
Sandher feels he has been
training all his life for this new
challenge in the House of
Commons. 
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Forest Ranch (AP): Thousands
of firefighters battling a wildfire
in Northern California received
some help from the weather
hours after it exploded in size,
scorching an area greater than
the size of Los Angeles.
The blaze was one of several
tearing through the western
United States and Canada,
fuelled by wind and heat.
Cooler temperatures and an
increase in humidity could help
slow the Park Fire, the largest
this year in California. Its inten-
sity and dramatic spread led fire
officials to make unwelcome
comparisons to the monstrous
Camp Fire, which burned out of
control in nearby Paradise in
2018, killing 85 people and
torching 11,000 homes.
Paradise again was near the
danger zone on Saturday. The
entire town was under an evac-
uation warning, one of several
communities in Butte County.
Evacuation orders were also
issued in Plumas, Tehama and
Shasta counties. An evacuation
warning calls for people to pre-
pare to leave and await instruc-

tions, while an evacuation order
means to leave immediately.
Temperatures are expected to be
cooler than average through the
middle of next week, but “that
doesn’t mean that fires that are
existing will go away”, said Marc
Chenard, a meteorologist at
the National Weather Service
Weather Prediction Centre in
College Park, Maryland.
As of Saturday night, the Park
Fire had scorched 547 square
miles (1,416 square kilome-
ters) and destroyed 134 struc-
tures since igniting Wednesday,
when authorities said a man
pushed a burning car into a
gully in Chico and then fled. It
was 10 per cent contained and
moving to the north and east
near Chico.
The fire is larger than the city of
Los Angeles, which covers about
469 square miles (1,214 square
kilometers), and now ranks
seventh on the list of the state’s
top 10 largest wildfires by
acreage, Cal Fire said in a social
media post.
Nearly 2,500 firefighters were
battling the blaze, aided by 16

helicopters and numerous air
tankers.
Jeremy Pierce, a Cal Fire oper-
ations section chief, said fire-
fighters were taking advantage
of the cooler weather while it
lasts: “We’re having great success
today.” Susan Singleton and her
husband packed their SUV with
clothes, some food and their
seven dogs and rushed to evac-
uate their home this week in
Cohasset, a town of about 400
northeast of Chico. They have
since learned that their house
burned down.
“Everything else we had burned
up, but getting them out, getting
us out, was my priority,”
Singleton said on Saturday,
standing outside her SUV as her
dogs rested. They have all been
sleeping in the car outside a Red
Cross shelter at a church that
does not allow animals, and
Singleton, 59, said the next
thing is to find a place for her
pets to stretch out.
“We’ve got to have a place to
land and stop doing this,
because this is what’s stressing
me out,” she said. 
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Seven people were killed
and many others were

injured during a stampede at
a music concert in Congo’s
capital Saturday, authorities
said.The stampede occurred
at the 80,000-capacity Stade
des Martyrs stadium in the
heart of Kinshasa where
Mike Kalambayi, a popular
Congolese gospel singer, was
performing, Kinshasa Gov.
Daniel Bumba said.State tele-
vision RTNC said seven peo-
ple were killed in the chaos
and some of those injured
were admitted to intensive
care.
Authorities did not com-
ment on what caused the
stampede, saying an investi-
gation into the incident was
underway. However,  the

local music management
company that organised the

event said the chaos erupted
when “the security services

tried to neutralise some
troublemakers.”
An estimated 30,000 people
attended the concert, which
featured several other musi-
cians and pastors, the man-
agement company Maajabu
Gospel said in a statement.
Videos that appeared to be
from the scene and broadcast
of the event showed large
crowds gathered outside the
stadium in front of barri-
cades as they waited to enter.
Inside, people could be seen
rushing to the centre stage.
Congo has witnessed such

stampedes in past years,
often blamed on poor crowd
control measures such as
excessive use of force. Eleven
people died in a similar
crush at the same stadium
last October during a music
concert.
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Ukraine on Sunday said it
struck an oil depot in

southern Russia that supplies
the Kremlin’s troops as
Russian strikes in Ukraine’s
eastern Donetsk region, where
Moscow claimed further
gains, left five civilians dead
and 15 others wounded.
Ukraine’s General Staff said in
a statement Kyiv’s security
services were responsible for
a drone strike in Russia’s
southern Kursk region that
morning on an oil depot used
to meet the needs of the
Russian military, and con-
tains 11 tanks with a total vol-
ume of 7,000 cubic metres
(about 247,202 cubic feet),
adding the attack prompted
“powerful explosions and a
fire...probably involving con-
tainers with oil products”.
“The defence forces continue
to take all measures to under-
mine the military and eco-
nomic potential of the Russian
occupiers and force the
Russian Federation to stop its
armed aggression against
Ukraine,” the statement said.
Earlier on Sunday, Russia’s
Defence Ministry said seven
Ukrainian drones were shot
down overnight over Russian
territory, while a regional offi-
cial said a drone strike set fire

to the oil depot in the Kursk
province. Firefighters were
battling the blaze on Sunday
morning after three fuel tanks
went up in flames, according
to acting regional Gov Alexey
Smirnov. Smirnov said
nobody was hurt.
The Kursk region lies on the
border with Ukraine’s Sumy
province where Ukraine has in
recent months repeatedly tar-
geted various sites, including
oil depots and other military
infrastructure, inside Russian
territory, with drones and
other weapons. Ukrainian
officials have been pressuring
Western allies to be able to use
their modern and more
sophisticated weapons to
strike more valuable targets
inside Russian territory.
Also on Sunday, Russian
troops continued to eke out
gains in Ukraine’s war-torn
eastern Donetsk province as
they pushed westward toward
the towns of Pokrovsk and
Kurakhove. 
Russia’s Defence Ministry on
Sunday said that its forces had
taken control of two neigh-
bouring villages some 30 km
(19 miles) east of Pokrovsk,
Prohres and Yevhenivka. The
day before, Moscow claimed
the nearby vil lage of
Lozuvatske, one of nearly a
dozen it says it has captured in

the province this month.
Russia started its full-scale
invasion of Ukraine in Feb
2022, sending millions of peo-
ple fleeing to neighbouring
countries. Taking control of all
of Donetsk, part of the coun-
try’s industrial heartland that
now bears the scars of years of
f ighting,  is  one of the
Kremlin’s main war goals.
Five civilians died and 15
more suffered wounds fol-
lowing Russian strikes in the
Donetsk region on Saturday
and overnight, local Gov
Vadym Filashkin reported on
Telegram Sunday. Shortly
later, other Ukrainian officials
said Russian shelling wound-
ed more civilians, including
children, in the east and south.
At least eight people suffered
wounds after Moscow’s forces
on Sunday struck the eastern
Ukrainian city of Nikopol,
local Gov Serhii Lysak report-
ed that same day. 
Lysak said a toddler and a 10-
year-old girl were among the
victims, six of whom had to be
hospitalised.
Russian shelling on Sunday
also wounded eight further
civilians, including a 10-year-
old and two teenagers, in a vil-
lage in Ukraine’s southern
Kherson province,  local  
official Roman Mrochko
reported.
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Iran’s supreme leader on
Sunday formally endorsed

Masoud Pezeshkian as presi-
dent, allowing the reformist
politician and heart surgeon to
take charge of a country weak-
ened by economic sanctions
over its nuclear programme.
During an endorsement cere-
mony, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
urged Pezeshkian to prioritise
neighbours, African and Asian
nations as well as countries that
have “supported and helped”
Iran in Tehran’s foreign rela-
tions policies.
Khamenei criticised European
nations for “behaving badly to
us” by adopting sanctions, an
oil embargo and for calling out
alleged human rights abuses.
He also condemned Israel for
its actions in Gaza in the deaths
of children, women and hospi-
talised people “who did not
shoot a single bullet” against
Israeli forces.
“The Zionist regime is showing

its ugliest face as a war crimi-
nal,” said Khamenei, accusing
Israel of setting a “new record
in assassinations” and cruelty.
He also denounced the US
Congress for allowing Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu to address the leg-
islative body.
Speaking at the same ceremo-
ny, Pezeshkian paid homage to
Gen. Qassem Soleimani, the
architect of Iran’s regional mil-
itary activities, who was killed
in US drone attack in 2020. He
reiterated his promise to pur-
sue a “constructive and effi-
cient” foreign policy, bolster the
rule of law offer equal oppor-
tunities to citizens, support
families and protect the envi-
ronment.
In his first official act in office,
Pezeshkian appointed
Mohammad Reza Aref, 72, as
his first vice-president. Aref,
who’s considered a moderate
reformist, held the post
between 2001-2005 under for-
mer president Mohammad

Khatami. Aref holds a doctor-
ate in engineering from
Stanford University.
Pezeshkian takes over from
his predecessor Ebrahim Raisi
whose death in a May heli-
copter crash that sparked the
early election. He will take the
oath of office in parliament
Tuesday and will have two
weeks to form his own cabinet
for a vote of confidence in par-
liament.
The new Iranian president
pledged in his election cam-
paign that he would make no
radical changes to Iran’s Shiite
theocracy, embracing
Khamenei as the final arbiter in
all matters of state. Pezeshkian
could bend Iran’s foreign pol-
icy toward either confrontation
or collaboration with the West
and faces the constant chal-
lenge of hard-liners still pulling
the strings in government.
Pezeshkian has tried to walk
the line between hard-liners
and reformists with whom he
has identified. 

���� 5�	6	�+

Chinese diplomats are pres-
suring lawmakers from at

least six countries not to attend
a China-focused summit in
Taiwan, participants told The
Associated Press.
Politicians in Bolivia,
Colombia, Slovakia, North
Macedonia, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, and one other
Asian country that declined to
be named, say they are getting
texts, calls and urgent requests
for meetings that would con-
flict with their plans to travel to
Taiwan, in what they describe
as efforts to isolate the self-gov-
erned island.
The summit begins Monday
and is being held by the Inter-
Parliamentary Alliance on
China, a group of hundreds of
lawmakers from 35 countries
concerned about how democ-
racies approach Beijing. The
Associated Press spoke to the
organizers and three lawmak-

ers, and reviewed texts and
emails sent by Chinese diplo-
mats to the lawmakers asking
whether they were planning to
participate in the summit.
“I’m Wu, from Chinese
Embassy,” read a message sent
to Antonio Miloshoski, a mem-
ber of parliament in North
Macedonia. “We heard that
you got an invitation from
IPAC, will you attend the
Conference which will be held
next week in Taiwan?”
In some cases, lawmakers
described vague inquiries about
their plans to travel to Taiwan.
In other cases, the contact was
more menacing: One lawmak-
er told AP that Chinese diplo-
mats messaged the head of her
party with a demand to stop
her from going.
“They sent a direct message to
the President of my party, to
stop me from traveling to
Taiwan,” said Sanela Klaric, a
member of parliament in
Bosnia and Herzegovina. “He

showed me the message from
them. He said, I will advise you
not to go, but I cannot stop you,
it’s something you have to
make a decision.’”
China routinely threatens retal-
iation against politicians and
countries that show support for
Taiwan, which has only infor-
mal relations with most coun-
tries due to Chinese diplomat-
ic pressure. Klaric said the
pressure was unpleasant but
only steeled her determination
to go on the trip.
“I really am fighting against
countries or societies where the
tool to manipulate and control
peoples is fear,” said Klaric,
adding that it reminded her of
threats and intimidation she
faced while suffering through
the Balkans war in the 1990s.
“I really hate the feeling when
somebody is frightening you.”
China vehemently defends its
claim to Taiwan, a self-gov-
erned island that Beijing views
as its own territory to be

annexed by force if necessary.
Last week, Beijing criticized
Taiwan for its annual Han
Kuang military drills, saying
that Taiwan’s ruling Democratic
Progressive Party was “carrying
out provocations to seek inde-
pendence.”
“Any attempt to whip up ten-
sions and use force to seek inde-
pendence or reject reunification
is doomed to failure,” Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son Mao Ning told reporters.
The Chinese Foreign Ministry
did not immediately respond to
a request for comment. The
Inter-Parliamentary Alliance
on China, which aims to coor-
dinate diplomacy in response to
perceived threats from Beijing,
has long faced pressure from
the Chinese government. Some
members have been sanctioned
by Beijing, and in 2021 the
group was targeted by Chinese
state-sponsored hackers,
according to a U.S. indictment
unsealed earlier this year.
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Polls have opened in
Venezuela, where people

are voting Sunday in a presiden-
tial election whose outcome will
either lead to a seismic shift in
politics or extend by six more
years the policies that caused
the world’s worst peacetime
economic collapse.
Whether it is President Nicolás
Maduro who is chosen, or his
main opponent, retired diplo-
mat Edmundo González, the
election will have ripple effects
throughout the Americas.
Government opponents and
supporters alike have signalled
their interest in joining the
exodus of 7.7 million
Venezuelans who have already
left their homes for opportuni-
ties abroad should Maduro win
another term.
Polls open at 6 am local time.
The number of eligible voters is
estimated to be around 17 mil-

lion. Authorities set Sunday’s
election to coincide with what
would have been the 70th birth-
day of former President Hugo
Chávez, the revered leftist fire-
brand who died of cancer in
2013, leaving his Bolivarian
revolution in the hands of
Maduro. But Maduro and his
United Socialist Party of
Venezuela are more unpopular
than ever among many voters
who blame his policies for
crushing wages, spurring
hunger, crippling the oil indus-
try and separating families due
to migration.
Maduro, 61, is facing off against
an opposition that has managed
to line up behind a single can-
didate after years of intraparty
divisions and election boycotts
that torpedoed their ambitions
to topple the ruling party.
González is representing a
coalition of opposition parties
after being selected in April as
a last-minute stand-in for oppo-

sition powerhouse Maria
Corina Machado, who was
blocked by the Maduro-con-
trolled Supreme Tribunal of
Justice from running for any
office for 15 years.
Machado, a former lawmaker,
swept the opposition’s October
primary with over 90% of the
vote. After she was blocked
from joining the presidential
race, she chose a college profes-
sor as her substitute on the bal-
lot, but the National Electoral
Council also barred her from
registering. That’s when
González, a political newcom-
er, was chosen.
Sunday’s ballot also features
eight other candidates chal-
lenging Maduro, but only
González threatens Maduro’s
rule. Venezuela sits atop the
world’s largest proven oil
reserves, and once boasted
Latin America’s most advanced
economy. But it entered into a
free fall after Maduro took the

helm. Plummeting oil prices,
widespread shortages and
hyperinflation that soared past
130,000% led first to social
unrest and then mass emigra-
tion. Sanctions from US
President Donald Trump’s
administration seeking to force
Maduro from power after his
2018 reelection - which the US
and dozens of other countries
condemned as illegitimate -
only deepened the crisis.
In recent days, Maduro has
crisscrossed Venezuela, inaugu-
rating hospital wards and high-
ways and visiting rural areas
where he had not set foot in
years. His pitch to voters is one
of economic security, which he
underscores with stories of
entrepreneurship and refer-
ences to a stable currency
exchange and lower inflation
rates. The capital, Caracas, saw
an increase in commercial
activity after the pandemic,
bolstering an economy the

International Monetary Fund
forecasts will grow 4% this
year - one of the fastest in Latin
America - after having shrunk
71% from 2012 to 2020.
“They tried to subjugate our
people,” Maduro said of the
United States during his closing
rally Thursday in Caracas, “but
today we are standing tall and
ready for victory on the 28th of
July.”
But most Venezuelans have
not seen any improvement in
their quality of life. Many earn
under $200 a month, which
means families struggle to
afford essential items. Some
work second and third jobs. A
basket of basic staples - suffi-
cient to feed of family of four for
a month - costs an estimated
$385. The opposition has tried
to seize on the huge inequities
arising from the crisis, during
which Venezuelans abandoned
their country’s currency, the
bolivar, for the US dollar.
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The mobile internet connec-
tion was restored in

Bangladesh on Sunday, 10
days after it was restricted by
the authorities across the
country to stop the spread of
fake news on social media
amidst the deadly nationwide
violence over reforms in the
quota system in government
jobs.
Addressing a press confer-
ence here, Minister of State for
Information and
Communication Technology
(ICT) Zunaid Ahmed Palak
announced that 5GB internet
will be given for free to all
users for three days after the
connection is restored, the
Dhaka Tribune newspaper
reported.
The mobile internet connec-
tivity was restored at around
3:00 pm local time.
Users of Robi, Grameenphone,
Banglalink and other opera-
tors in Dhaka said they could
access the internet through
their phones around 3 pm, the

report said.
On July 18, the government
shut down mobile internet
following the escalation of
violence across the country.
At the time, Palak said the
decision was made “in light of
the current crisis in the coun-
try and to stop the spread of
fake news on social media”,
The Daily Star newspaper
reported.
The next day, amid escalating
violence, the Department of
Disaster Management building
was set on fire, adjacent to
which was a data centre. While
Internet Service Providers
Association of Bangladesh
(ISPAB) officials said that the
fire might cut 30-40 per cent
of the bandwidth supply,
broadband internet connec-
tion for the entire country was
disrupted within an hour.
Bangladesh stayed disconnect-
ed from both broadband and
mobile internet between July
18 and July 23, when broad-
band internet was restored in
stages.
However, mobile internet

remained unavailable until
Sunday.
Regarding access to social
media platforms, Palak said
the Bangladesh
T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n
Regulatory Commission
(BTRC) has sent letters to
authorities of social media
platforms, including Facebook,
Tiktok and YouTube.
“Their representatives have to
come to Dhaka by July 31 to
give explanations. Then, after
discussing it with them, we
will make a decision,” he said.
The BTRC is responsible for
regulating all matters related to
telecommunications in
Bangladesh.
Bangladesh witnessed violent
clashes between the police
and mostly student protesters
demanding an end to a contro-
versial quota system that
reserved 30 per cent of govern-
ment jobs for relatives of vet-
erans who fought in
Bangladesh’s War of
Independence in 1971.
The internet and mobile ser-
vices were snapped following

the countrywide violence.
On Monday last, the apex
court slashed the veterans’
quota to just 5 per cent. Thus,
93 per cent of civil service jobs
will be merit-based while the
remaining 2 per cent reserved
for members of ethnic minori-
ties, transgender and physical-
ly challenged people.
The violence has reportedly
killed more than 100 people,
according to local newspa-
pers. However, there are no
official figures available for
deaths.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
on Tuesday defended her deci-
sion to enforce a curfew with
a shoot-on-sight order fol-
lowing the clashes, asserting
that tough measures were
taken to ensure the security of
the lives and properties of the
people.
Bangladesh crawled back to
normalcy on Wednesday with
rush hour traffic returning to
streets in the capital, and lim-
ited reopening of banks, gar-
ment factories and internet
services.

����� 	%�$0$5$�

The Pakistan Peoples Party-
led by Bilawal Bhutto

Zardari has said that it is ready
to talk with jailed former prime
minister Imran Khan if the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
founder is willing to engage,
amidst heightened political
instability in the cash-strapped
country.
“It is being said that the PTI
founder is ready to talk. If
Imran Khan is ready to talk
then that’s a positive thing,”
Senior PPP leader Khurshid
Shah said while speaking to the
media in Quetta, the provincial
capital of Balochistan.
Shah welcomed the possibili-
ty of talks as a positive devel-
opment. “President Asif Ali
Zardari has always tried to
solve problems through nego-

tiations, and the PPP would
play its role if needed,” Shah
was quoted as saying by the
Express Tribune newspaper.
The PPP’s willingness to
engage with Khan’s party
comes amidst heightened
political instability, following
the PTI’s hard-line stance
against the incumbent Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) led government. The PPP,
along with the Muttahida
Qaumi Movement-Pakistan
(MQM-P) and other allies,
supports the PML-N of Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif. The
two former rivals recently wit-
nessed a war of words. The rul-
ing PML-N accepted all the
demands of PPP over the fed-
eral budget and allocation of
development funds.
Since Khan’s ouster through a
vote of no confidence in 2022,

the PTI has maintained a
strong opposition to the PPP-
PML-N alliance.
Political tensions increased
after the February 8 elections,
which saw the two parties
forming a coalition govern-
ment in the Centre.
Calls for reconciliation have
been growing from various
societal and political quarters,
urging the PTI to negotiate
with the government. Khan’s
party had previously rejected
talks with what it termed the
“Form-47 government,”
instead showing a preference
for dialogue with the military
establishment. In April, PTI’s
Shehryar Afridi indicated a
preference for negotiations
with Army chief Gen Asim
Munir and the Director
General of Inter-Services
Intelligence (DG ISI).

Beijing (AP): Italy’s Prime
Minister Giorgia Meloni is on
an official visit to China this
week to try to reset relations as
fears of a trade war with the
European Union are interwo-
ven with continued interest in
attracting Chinese investment
in auto manufacturing and
other sectors.
Meloni met Chinese Premier Li
Qiang in the Chinese capital on
Sunday ahead of a forum with
Italian and Chinese business
leaders.
Her five-day visit comes sever-
al months after Italy dropped
out of China’s Belt and Road
Initiative, a signature policy of
Chinese leader Xi Jinping to
build power and transportation
infrastructure around the world
to stimulate global trade while
also deepening China’s ties with
other nations.
Italy’s decision to join in 2019
appeared to be a political coup

for China, giving it an inroad
into Western Europe and a
symbolic boost in a then-rag-
ing trade war with the United
States. But Italy says the
promised economic benefits
didn’t materialise, and its mem-
bership created friction with
other Western European gov-
ernments and the United States.
Still, Italy remains keen to pur-
sue an otherwise strong eco-
nomic relationship with China.
Stellantis, a major automaker
that includes Italy’s Fiat,
announced in May that it had
formed a joint venture with
Leapmotor, a Chinese electric
car startup, to begin selling EVs
in Europe. Electric vehicles
have become a symbol of grow-
ing China-EU trade tensions,
with the European Union
imposing provisional tariffs of
up to 37.6 per cent on China-
made electric vehicles in early
July.
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Russia may deploy new strike
weapons in response to the

planned US stationing of longer-
range and hypersonic missiles in
Germany, Russian President
Vladimir Putin said on Sunday.
Speaking at a naval parade in St
Petersburg, Putin vowed “mir-
ror measures” after the US ear-
lier this month announced that
it will start deploying the
weapons in 2026, to affirm its
commitment to NATO and
European defence following
Moscow’s all-out invasion of
Ukraine in February 2022.
“If the US implements such
plans, we will consider ourselves
free from the previously
imposed unilateral moratori-
um on the deployment of inter-
mediate and shorter-range strike
weapons, including increasing
the capability of the coastal
forces of our navy,” Putin said.
He added that Moscow’s devel-
opment of suitable systems is “in
its final stage”.
Both Washington and Moscow
have in recent weeks signalled
readiness to deploy intermedi-
ate-range ground-based
weapons that were banned for
decades under a 1987 US-Soviet
treaty. The US pulled out of the
agreement in 2019, accusing
Moscow of conducting missile

tests that violated it.
The allegations, which Russia
denied, came as tensions
mounted between Moscow and
the West in the wake of the

downing of a Malaysian airlin-
er carrying 298 people over
war-torn eastern Ukraine. Two
Russians and a pro-Moscow
Ukrainian were ultimately con-

victed over their role in the
attack.
Washington and Berlin said in
a joint statement this month
that the US weapons to be

placed in Germany would ulti-
mately include SM-6 missiles,
Tomahawk cruise missiles, and
“developmental hypersonic
weapons”, including those with
a significantly longer range
than the ones currently
deployed across Europe.
Most of Russia’s missile systems
are capable of carrying either
conventional or nuclear war-
heads. Russia’s deputy foreign
minister, Sergei Ryabkov, said
last week that the Kremlin did
not rule out new deployments
of nuclear missiles in response
to the US move.
Ryabkov added that defending
Kaliningrad, Russia’s heavily
militarised exclave wedged
between NATO members
Poland and Lithuania, was of
particular concern.
Putin has for years cast US
deployment of missile infra-
structure in Europe as an
aggressive move aimed at ham-
stringing Moscow’s capabili-
ties. The news about the
planned stationing of new
weapons in Germany came at a
NATO summit in Washington
earlier this month. At the same
event, allies announced that a
new US base in Poland,
Ukraine’s western neighbour, is
ready to enter operation and
will be capable of intercepting
ballistic missiles. 
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The I-T Department has
asked income tax return

filers to not make bogus
claims for expenses, under-
report their earnings or
exaggerate deductions as this
is a punishable offence and
causes a delay in issuance of
refunds.
The ITR filing season for
assessment year 2024-25 will
end on July 31 for all
categories of taxpayers whose
accounts are not supposed to
be audited.
According to the Income Tax
Department and its
administrative body Central
Board of Direct Taxes
(CBDT), over five crore ITRs
have been filed, as of July 26.
In a recent public
communication, the Income
Tax Department asked
taxpayers to file their returns
correctly to get timely
refunds. “Refund claims are
subject to verification checks,
which may cause delays.
Accurate filing of ITR leads to
quicker processing of refunds.
Any discrepancies in the
claims made will prompt a
request for a revised return
(to be filed by the taxpayer),”
it said.
It cautioned ITR filing

taxpayers to not claim
“incorrect” Tax Deducted at
Source (TDS) amounts, not
“under-report” their income
or “exaggerate” deductions or
submit claims for “bogus”
expenses.
The department informed the
taxpayers that their claims
should be “correct and
accurate.”
“Filing a false or bogus claim
is a punishable offence,” the
public communication said.
Taxpayers can claim a variety
of deductions and exemptions
to lower their tax liability
under the old ITR filing
regime while those opting for
the new regime will get a
lower tax rate but cannot avail

these benefits.
CBDT Chairman Ravi
Agrawal had recently told PTI
during a post-Budget review
that more than 66 per cent of
ITR filings this time were
under the new regime which
is being promoted by the
government to make the
direct tax system better and
simpler.
The communication stated
that in case due refunds are
delayed, taxpayers should
check their e-filing account to
see if the I-T department has
sent them any message in this
context and if yes, then it
should be responded through
the “pending action and
worklist section” tab.

CBDT chief Agrawal was also
asked about the recent Budget
proposal of withholding the
refund being extended up to
60 days, from the existing
thirty days, from the date on
which such assessment or
reassessment is made.
He said such cases “would not
be very substantial in
numbers.” 
“This is basically in those
cases where there is already a
demand in the case of the
same assessee or the demand
is likely to arise,” Agrawal
said.
Suppose, he said, the refund
has been generated but the
assessment proceeding is
going on and it is felt that
there is a demand that is likely
to come.
“The provisions are that once
the assessment is completed,
then an assessee gets 30 days
to pay the demand. So,
demand gets due 30 days after
the assessment and therefore,
to adjust the refund, that 30-
day period has to be there,
and therefore, this timeline.
“It is just rationalising that
effectively. But then those
refunds would be not very
substantial in number, they
would be very minuscule. It is
only enablement,” the head of
the direct taxes body said. 
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Public sector banks are
expected to get another

two-year extension to comply
with Sebi’s minimum public
shareholding (MPS) norms, a
top Government official has
said.
Out of 12 public sector banks
(PSBs), five are yet to comply
with MPS norms and the
government’s holding is
beyond 75 per cent.
As per the Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(Sebi), all listed companies
must maintain an MPS of 25
per cent.
However, the regulator gave
special forbearance to state-
owned banks till August 2024
to meet the requirement of 25
per cent MPS.
“We have written to the
Department of Economic
Affairs for the extension,”
Financial Services Secretary
Vivek Joshi told PTI in an
interview.
Generally, he said, a two-year
extension is given and
hopefully it should come
sooner than later.
Five banks have minimum
public shareholding of less
than 25 per cent.
Currently, government
holding in Delhi-based
Punjab & Sind Bank is 98.25
per cent. It is followed by
Chennai-based Indian

Overseas Bank at 96.38 per
cent, UCO Bank 95.39 per
cent, Central Bank of India
93.08 per cent, Bank of
Maharashtra at 86.46 per
cent.
It is expected that the
government holding in Bank
of Maharashtra could come
below 75 per cent during the
current fiscal, he said.
However, Joshi said, the
banks’ will take decision on
share sale through Qualified
Institutional Placement (QIP)
or other route depending on
their capital absorption
needs.
Depending on market
conditions, each of these
banks will take a call in the
best interest of shareholders,
he added.
Asked about the Budget
announcement of the
financial sector vision and
strategy document, Joshi said

it will be anchored by the
Department of Economic
Affairs (DEA) and released
during the current fiscal.
“The strategy we have for
Vision 2047 will be covered in
this document. For example,
how many banks will be
needed for a Viksit Bharat,
and how many global banks
like SBI and ICICI Bank will
be required by 2047.
“We need a strategy to
modernise regulations and
regulators in anticipation of
changes where banks will not
only be banking companies
but also information-
technology companies,” he
said.
The Department has done
some work while legislation is
another big area being
reviewed, he said, adding, the
document would be
completed during the current
financial year. 
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Foreign investors injected
over Rs 33,600 crore into

Indian equities so far this
month on the expectation of
continued policy reforms,
sustained economic growth
and a better-than-expected
earnings season.
However, they pulled out over
Rs 7,200 crore from equities
in the last three trading
sessions (July 24-26) after the
government hiked taxes on
Futures and Options trades
(F&O) and capital gains from
equity investments in the
Budget.
Market experts believe that
Indian equity is well-
positioned for the year to
attract foreign investments.
However, there may be some
monthly volatility due to
short-term news.
“Indian equity market and
bond market are favourably
placed for the year. This
should attract foreign flows
into the country. There could
be some volatility in the flows
on a month-on-month basis
due to short-term news
flows,” Nimesh Chandan,
CIO of Bajaj Finserv AMC,

said.
According to the data with
the depositories, foreign
portfolio investors (FPIs)
have made a net inflow of Rs
33,688 crore in equities this
month (till July 26).
This came following an
inflow of Rs 26,565 crore in
equities in June, driven by
political stability and the
sharp rebound in markets.
Before that, FPIs withdrew Rs
25,586 crore in May on poll
jitters and over Rs 8,700 crore
in April on concerns over a
tweak in India’s tax treaty
with Mauritius and a

sustained rise in US bond
yields.
“Economically, India stands
on a strong footing.
Moreover, the better-than-
expected earnings season so
far has improved corporate
India’s balance sheet that
would help in building
investor confidence.
“Furthermore, there is
growing anticipation of an
interest rate cut by the US
Federal Reserve in
September,” Himanshu
Srivastava, Associate Director
- Manager Research at
Morningstar Investment

Research India, said.
Upward revisions in India’s
GDP forecast by the IMF and
ADB, and a slowdown in
China work in India’s favour,
he added.
A key trend in FPIs and
domestic institutional
investors’ (DII) investment in
equity over the last 30 months
is that whenever FPIs were
consistent sellers, DIIs were
consistent buyers.
The large inflow of money
into domestic mutual funds
and the growing influence of
retail investors have
strengthened domestic
investors compared to their
foreign counterparts, VK
Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist, Geojit
Financial Services, said.
Apart from equities, FPIs
invested Rs 19,223 crore in
the debt market during the
period under review. This has
pushed the debt tally to Rs
87,847 crore this year so far.
With the inclusion in the
international bond indices,
foreign flows are expected to
come into the Indian bond
market. This is likely to push
G-Sec yields lower, Bajaj
Finserv AMC’s Chandan said.
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Realty firm DLF’s rental
arm DCCDL has posted

an 11 per cent annual increase
in office rental income to Rs
942 crore during the first
quarter of this fiscal on better
demand for its premium
workspace.
DLF Cyber City Developers
Ltd (DCCDL) is a joint
venture between DLF and
Singapore sovereign wealth
fund GIC.
DLF holds a 66.67 per cent
stake, while the GIC has a
33.33 per cent stake in
DCCDL.
According to the latest
investor presentation,
DCCDL’s rental income from
office buildings rose to Rs 942
crore during the April-June
period of the current fiscal
from Rs 851 crore in the year-
ago period.
The rental income from retail
real estate space grew 9 per
cent to Rs 210 crore in the
first quarter of this fiscal from
Rs 192 crore a year ago.
On the commercial real estate
segment, DLF said it has
achieved “double-digit rental

growth through organic
growth and new
developments”. 
“Significant increase in retail
presence; portfolio to grow to
2 times in the next 4-5 years,”
it added.
DLF said it is unlocking the
development potential and
also modernising existing
assets.
At present, DCCDL has a
portfolio of 42 million square
feet with occupancy levels at
93 per cent.
On the financial performance
front, DCCDL’s revenue has
grown 10 per cent annually to
Rs 1,553 crore in the April-
June period of 2024-25 from

Rs 1,411 crore in the year-ago
period.
Its profit after tax increased
20 per cent to Rs 470 crore
from Rs 391 crore in the
corresponding period of the
previous year.
“We continue to have a
positive outlook on the rental
business and are accelerating
our capex commitments to
further strengthen our rental
portfolio and deliver healthy
growth,” DLF said.
DLF is India’s largest real
estate developer in terms of
market capitalisation.
In the past seven decades,
DLF has developed more than
178 real estate projects
comprising more than 349
million square feet of area. 
DLF Group has 220 million
square feet of development
potential across residential
and commercial segments.
It is primarily engaged in the
business of the development
and sale of residential
properties (the Development
Business) and the
development and leasing of
commercial and retail
properties (the Annuity
Business). 
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The Bill for setting up a
National Financial

Information Registry (NFIR)
is in the advanced stage of
preparation, and it may be
introduced in the next session
of Parliament, Economic
Affairs Secretary Ajay Seth
has said.
“It is at an advanced stage. It is
in the closing stages of inter-
ministerial consultation. We
will finalise the Bill soon,” he
told PTI in a post-budget
interview.
However, he said, it cannot be
introduced in the ongoing
session of Parliament but may
be in the next session.
The objective is to build a
public infrastructure for
credit-related information,
and the right information can
be made available by the
NFIR to lending agencies.
A National Financial
Information Registry will
serve as the central repository
of financial and ancillary
information. 
This will facilitate the efficient
flow of credit, promote
financial inclusion, and foster
financial stability.
The passage of the Bill will
enable in setting up of a
registry and thus help in
consolidating all financial
information and facilitating
financial inclusion, and take
the Indian economy onto a
faster growth trajectory. 
The Budget 2023-24
proposed setting up of NFIR
as a central repository of

financial information to
facilitate the efficient flow of
credit, promote financial
inclusion and foster financial
stability in the country.
Talking about growth
projection in the Budget, Seth
said it has assumed a
reasonable nominal GDP
growth rate of 10.5 per cent,
as a higher assumption could
have led to a larger fiscal
deficit.
“As far as the current year is

concerned, fiscal prudence
places the demand on us that
we are realistic or a bit
conservative in assuming
what the potential revenues
may be while at the same time
providing adequate
provisions for productive
priorities of the government.
That is what this Budget
does,” he said. Compared to
the interim Budget, he said,
there is a higher provision of
about Rs 90,000 crore,
including for newer schemes.
In that context, he said, “10.5
per cent, we feel, is a
reasonable estimate of
nominal growth in the
economy.”
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Leading cement
manufacturer UltraTech

will acquire an additional
32.72 per cent stake in India
Cements Ltd from the
promoters of the South-based
company for Rs 3,954 crore.
The board of the Aditya Birla
firm on Sunday approved the
proposal to acquire the
promoters’ 32.72 per cent
stake at Rs 390 per share,
UltraTech said in a regulatory
filing on Sunday.
It has entered into three share
purchase agreements to
acquire 32.72 per cent of the
equity share capital of ICL
from the promoter family led
by Srinivasan N and
Gurunath, along with the
holding entities.
After the completion of the
Rs 3,954 crore deal,
UltraTech’s stake in India
Cements Ltd (ICL) will reach
over 55 per cent, mandating it
to go for an open offer as per
the Sebi regulations.
The board UltraTech has also
approved an “open offer for
up to 8.05 crore equity shares
representing 26 per cent of
the equity share capital of the
target, at a price of Rs 390 per
equity share from the public
shareholders of Target”, the
filing said.
The price offered by
UltraTech is 4.1 per cent
higher than the ICL shares’
closing price of Rs 374.60 last
Friday. 

“Post signing of SPA and
obtaining regulatory
approvals, UltraTech will pay
Rs 3,954 crore at Rs 390/share
for buying 32.72 per cent
stake in India Cements from
the promoters & their
associates.
“This will trigger a
mandatory open offer at Rs
390/ share. The Open Offer
will be done subsequently
after obtaining all regulatory
approvals,” said a statement
from the company.
Earlier, in June, UltraTech
acquired 23 per cent shares of
ICL. It had acquired Damani-
group’s stake in India
Cements Ltd (ICL) through
two block deals, estimated at
around Rs 1,900 crore. 
“The proposed transaction is,
therefore, an endeavour to
extend the company’s
footprint and presence in the
highly fragmented,
competitive and fast-growing
Southern market in the

country, particularly Tamil
Nadu, where it has limited
presence,” said UltraTech.
This primary acquisition is
subject to the receipt of
applicable statutory and
regulatory approvals from the
Competition Commission of
India and others.
Aditya Birla Group Chairman
Kumar Mangalam Birla said
the India Cements
opportunity is an exciting
one as it enables UltraTech to
serve the Southern markets
more effectively and also
accelerates our path to over
200 MTPA capacity.
“UltraTech Cement’s
investments over the years,
both organic and inorganic,
have been designed to propel
India to become a building
solutions champion globally.
Every investment in a core
sector like cement accelerates
economic activity and drives
progress.”
These investments have also

facilitated India’s nationwide
infrastructure upgrade,
powering the country’s
growing need for housing,
roads, and other vital
infrastructure. This, in turn,
has had a tremendous impact
on the lives and aspirations of
people,” he added.
ICL has a total group capacity
of 16 MTPA, including 1.5
MTPA from its subsidiary
Trinetra Cement Ltd.
While UltraTech has a
consolidated capacity of
152.7 million tonnes per
annum (MTPA) of grey
cement. 
It has 24 integrated
manufacturing units, 33
grinding units, one
clinkerisation unit and 8 bulk
packaging terminals.
Its capacity, over the past two
decades, “has grown 11x, far
outpacing the industry
growth of 4x”, according to an
earlier statement by the
company.
“It took 36 years for the
cement business of Aditya
Birla Group to get to a
capacity of 100 MTPA. And
UltraTech has subsequently
added the next 50 mtpa in
less than 5 years with an
investment of around Rs
32,000 crore,” it added.
In the last AGM in 2023, Birla
had set a target for 200
MTPA, aiming to become
one of the largest cement
companies in the world. 
UltraTech Cement Limited is
the cement flagship company
of the Aditya Birla Group. 

����� ��������	

The WTO’s dispute
settlement body has

accepted a request from India
and Chinese Taipei not to
adopt the ruling against New
Delhi’s import duties on
certain information and
technology products till
October-end, as both sides
are engaged in resolving the
matter mutually, an official
said.
The issue came up during a
meeting of the dispute
settlement body (DSB) in
Geneva on July 26.
“The DSB agreed to the latest
requests from Chinese Taipei
and India,” the Geneva-based
official said.
At the July 26 meeting, India
and Chinese Taipei once
again requested additional
time from the DSB to
consider the adoption of the
panel rulings in the case
initiated by Chinese Taipei
regarding India’s tariffs on
certain high-tech goods.
The two sides had asked that
the DSB further delay
consideration of the panel
reports until October 28,
2024, to help facilitate the
resolution of the disputes.
The dispute body had earlier
agreed to four previous such
requests from India and
Chinese Taipei to delay
consideration of the reports.
As per the rules of the World
Trade Organization (WTO),
the panel’s ruling will have to
be adopted by the DSB for
implementation within 60
days of the release of the
order. However, countries can
mutually request the body to
delay the adoption of the
ruling.
In its report, a dispute panel
of the WTO on April 17,
2023, said import duties
imposed by India on certain
information and technology
products violate global
trading norms.
The ruling followed a case
filed by the EU, Japan and
Taiwan against these duties in
WTO.
In May 2019, Chinese Taipei
filed a case against India in
the WTO over the import
duties imposed on certain
electronic goods, including
telephones for cellular
networks; machines for
reception, conversion and
transmission or regeneration
of voice, images or other data;
and parts of telephone sets.
India has stated that these
ICT products are part of
WTO’s Information
Technology Products (ITA-2)
agreement, and New Delhi is
not a part of this pact. India is
a part of ITA-1, signed in
1997, which did not have any
obligation to eliminate
customs duties on these
products.

Making exaggerated, bogus claims to get
refunds punishable offence: I-T Department
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Commerce and
Industry Minister

Piyush Goyal on Sunday
said that removal of angel
tax, which was introduced
in 2012 by the UPA
government, for all classes
of investors will help
startups attract
investments.
He also said that the
customs duty reduction
for gold and silver from 15
per cent to 6 per cent will
not only help small
artisans but also promote
the country’s gems and
jewellery exports.
“The Budget 2024-25 has
removed the angel tax and
through it, we will be able
to attract investors into the
country,” he said here at a
post-budget interaction
with the industry.
Further Goyal informed
that the budget has
announced the setting up

of 12 industrial townships
in the country.
He said that one of these
will be in Maharashtra and
it will help create jobs and
a strong ecosystem for the
industry and trade.
The budget has also
announced steps to
p r o m o t e
diamond trade.
India is a world leader in
the diamond cutting and
polishing industry, which
employs a large number of
skilled workers.
The budget has
announced that India
would provide for safe
harbour rates for foreign
mining companies selling
raw diamonds in the
country.
Angel tax (income tax at
30 per cent rate) was
imposed on funding raised
by unlisted companies, or
startups, if their valuation
exceeded the company’s
fair market value. 
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After the highs of Tokyo
Olympics where India
secured their best ever

medal haul, the country is
poised to get medals in
double digits in Paris, sports
administrator and IOC
member Nita Ambani has
said. 
Talking to PTI in an exclusive
interaction on the sidelines of
the opening of ‘India House’
at La Villette, she also said the
day India hosts the Olympics
is “not far”.
In October last year, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi had
announced India’s bold intent
to bid for the 2036 Olympics,
pledging to spare no effort to
fulfil the dream of 1.4 billion
people in the country.
“We are going to do very well.
Forty seven per cent of our
athletes are girls. All for
women power and all for our
young boys and girls, we are
rooting and cheering for
them. I hope we can see
double digits in medals for
the first time. Go India go,
make India proud,” Nita said.
A day after the Paris
Olympics began with a

glimmering opening
ceremony that had the
attention of the world, the
India House, the first-ever
country house at the
Olympics, had a star-studded
opening ceremony attended
by BCCI secretary Jay Shah
and IOC officials and
administrators.
“India has arrived. It is time
that the flame that was first
lit in Athens must light the
sky in our ancient land -
Bharat. The day is not far
when India will host the
Olympic Games. Let this be
our collective resolve at the

opening of the India House,”
she added.
“For the first time, India has
its own house at the Paris
2024 Olympics. It’s a place
where we are going to honour
our athletes, celebrate their
achievements, and wish them
well.
“We will celebrate our
heritage and our culture, with
many of our artisans present
and cultural programs
scheduled. This is going to be
a home away from home for
our athletes.
Asked how this idea come to
her mind, she said: “When I

went to Brazil, Korea Winter
Olympics, and then Tokyo, we
didn’t have an India House.
“I just felt that India, with its
1.4 billion people, needed a
house of its own. So that’s
when I started thinking about
having an Indian House at the
Olympics for our athletes and
everyone to see what the spirit
of India really is.
“Envisioned as a symbol of
India’s Olympic aspiration, we
hope that it becomes a home
away from home for our
athletes where we honour
them and salute their
achievements,” she added. 
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Concerns over the water
quality of Paris’ Seine River

have continued into the 2024
Olympics, with a pre-race
triathlon event there canceled
Sunday. 
Organizers said they nixed the
swimming leg of the triathlon
familiarization scheduled for
Sunday morning after a meet-
ing about water quality among
authorities tasked with carry-
ing out water quality tests.
That included representatives
of World Triathlon, as well as
city and regional authorities.
Swimming in the Seine has
been banned for over a centu-
ry in big part due to poor water
quality. Organizers have invest-
ed $1.5 billion to prepare the
Seine for these Games, and the
government has said the river
would be clean enough to hold
events, including the swim-
ming portion of the triathlon
and the marathon swimming
event.
Daily water quality tests in
early June indicated unsafe
levels of E. Coli bacteria, fol-
lowed by recent improvements.
Parisian Mayor Anne Hidalgo
took a famous dip in the river
less than two weeks before
Olympic events were set to
start, fulfilling a promise to
show that the long-polluted
waterway was clean enough to

host swimming competitions.
Heavy rain during the opening
ceremony revived concerns
over whether the long-pollut-
ed waterway will be clean
enough to host swimming
competitions, since water qual-
ity is deeply linked with the
weather in the French capital.
Since 2015, organizers have
invested heavily to prepare the
Seine for the Olympics and to
ensure Parisians have a clean-
er river after the Games. The
plan included constructing a
giant underground water stor-
age basin in central Paris, ren-
ovating sewer infrastructure
and upgrading wastewater
treatment plants.
Triathleletes have expressed
hope that the waters would be
clean enough for them to swim
in.
“Hopefully we get to swim, bike
and run because I don’t swim
this much to just run and
bike,” Spanish triathlete Alberto
Gonzalez said.
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India’s Ramita Jindal gave a
strong display of

marksmanship to qualify for
the women’s 10m air rifle
final in fifth place even as
Elavenil Valarivan
succumbed to pressure to
miss out despite being
among the contenders,
finishing 10th at the Olympic
Games here on Sunday.
Ramita, the Hangzhou
Asian Games bronze
medallist in the event,
aggregated 631.5 to become

the second shooter from the
country after pistol
exponent Manu Bhaker to
secure a berth in the final,
while Elavenil scored 630.7.
Ramita had a sluggish start
and was not among the top-
eight till the sixth and final
series but she rallied
superbly to book a berth in
the final while stalwart
Elavenil, who had finished
16th at the Tokyo Olympics
three years back, held on to
the fifth position for much
of the qualification round.
But a poor last series of 103.8
saw the 24-year-old former

junior world champion take a
mighty tumble from fifth to
10th slot and miss the eight-
shooter final.
Ramita, who had scored
636.4 points, 0.1 more than
the world record during the
Olympic Selection Trials in
New Delhi and Bhopal, was
patchy initially, shooting a
below-par 104.6 in the
opening series before she
shot 106.1 in the next round. 
Another ordinary 104.9 was
followed by two successive
105.3 and a 105.7 which
fetched her a dream entry
into the final.
South Korea’s Ban Hyojin
smashed the Qualification
Olympic Record (QOR) with
a superb score of 634.5,
eclipsing the previous mark
of 632.9 set by Norway’s
Jeanette Hegg in Tokyo
Games.
Elavenil, who had struggled
following the Tokyo Games
and could not enter the
squad for the Hangzhou
Asian Games last year, kept
averaging a score of 10.5
throughout the qualifying
round as she shot superb
series of 105.8, 106.1, 104.4,
105.3, 105.3 but a rank poor
final series of 103.8 saw her
bowing out. 

����■ "�$��$)*()2�=,*$�"�>9�

Norway shooting coach
Tore Brovold, the silver

medallist at the 2008
Olympics, is being forced to
stay away from skeet shooters
in the national team as there
are not enough rooms
available at the Athletes’
Village here. 
Chateauroux, a quiet town in
central France with a
population of less than
50,000, is hosting all the
shooting events of the Paris
Olympics. It is a two-and-a-
half hour train ride from the
bustling French capital,
leaving 340 Olympians pretty
much cut off from the Games

hub.
After completing the 270km
long journey from Paris, one
would struggle to commute
within Chateauroux due to
limited public transport,
which is free for everyone. 
For athletes, coaches, officials
and media staying outside the
Village, the only way to
commute between the Games’
venues is via the transport
provided by the Organising
Committee.
“These Games have been a
disaster on the transport
front. I went to the bus stop
near the train station last
night but this morning they
changed the timings and the
athletes had to go ahead with

the training in my absence,”
Brovold, who has also worked
with Indian shotgun shooters,
told PTI.
Due to limited availability of
rooms, he had a choice to
make: either stay at the
Games’ Village at the expense
of a shooter or stay at a hotel
outside. Keeping in mind the
best interest of the team, he
chose the latter.
“I have also come to know
that the organisers are
offering free
accommodation to visiting
teams outside the village as
they are short on rooms,”
said the 54-year-old.
Emin Jafarov, the deputy chef
de mission of the Azerbaijan

contingent, too is staying in a
hotel due to shortage of
rooms.
“I am in staying in a hotel as
there are not enough rooms at
the Village and the athletes
need it more than me,” said
Jafarov.
A majority of Great Britian’s
shooting squad is staying
outside the Athletes’ Village
by choice as that ensures
them the food of their
choice.
“It just works better for us.
The hotel staff takes care of
our individual requirements
and we can also go out to eat
in different places,” said a
support staff from Team GB
on condition of anonymity.

The 21-member Indian team
too is going out to eat
everyday as the shooters are
not getting the food of their
choice.
“If you want food like home,
then it is not possible. The
shooters have been going out
for meals and that is totally
fine,” said a coach with the
Indian team.
On Sunday, a team doctor
associated with the Portugal
team arrived here due to a
transport delay.
“It has only been a day so far.
I can tell you more about the
challenges we are facing here
after three four days,” the
doctor said without wanting
to be named.
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Two-time Olympic medallist
Indian shuttler PV Sindhu

began her Paris Olympics
campaign with a resounding
straight games win over
Maldives’ Fathimath Abdul
Razzaq in the women’s singles
group stage match, here on
Sunday.
The gulf of class between the
two players was evident as
Sindhu, who is vying for a third
Olympic medal, took just 29
minutes to dispatch her lower-
ranked opponent 21-9 21-6 in
the Group M fixture.
“It was a good start, I am
happy. I was able to get used to
the court and the atmosphere.
It has been a long time, coming
back after three years, it’s a very
special one. 2016 (Olympics)
was different and 2020 (2021)
was completely different. It is a
sort of mixture of both,” said
Sindhu about her Olympic
journey.
“I am enjoying and looking to
the second match.”
After a couple of unforced
errors, Sindhu was quick to
assess the condition and took
control of the proceedings,
racing to a 11-4 lead.
The world No 111 Fathimath

was no match against the
former world champion who
finished the first game in a
mere 13 minutes.
The second game followed a
similar manner with Sindhu
claiming the first four points in
the blink of an eye to take an
early lead.
However, Razzaq capitalised
on Sindhu’s error to bridge the
gap to make it 3-4. But it

became a one-sided contest
once again as the Indian
increased the gap to 10-3.
In the end, Sindhu had as many
as 14 match points but the
world No 13 needed only one
to seal the tie.
The 10th seeded Indian, who
won the silver medal in the Rio
Games in 2016 and a bronze in
the last edition in Tokyo, will
take on World No 75 Kristin

Kuuba of Estonia in her second
group match on Wednesday.
Sindhu has been mentored by
the legendary Prakash
Padukone in the past few
months, and she said the
association has been beneficial
to her.
“I have been with Prakash sir
for more than six months now
and it’s going on very well.
Everything is coming together.

We have to know each other
very well to work together,” she
said.
“Prakash sir is a legend, he is
very experienced and he will
come and tell me what is
required, what I need to
change.”
Asked about the aspects of
her game which has
improved since she started
working with Padukone, she
said, “Overall, it has not
changed the way I feel but
there have been add-ons.
“When after I got injured It was
getting difficult to move well
on court and it was at times
getting hard to get the
momentum back. We worked
on that, we worked on strokes,
not just on net and defence but
on overall game. You need to
be at your 100 per cent in every
big tournament or on every
stroke.”
She said mental strength is very
important for players,
especially during a big event
like the Olympics.
“It is very important to be
mentally strong. You at times
don’t know what is happening,
everything gone from you. We
worked on the mental things
also. I tried to be positive, keep
myself calm and do yoga.” 
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Australian cyclist Lucas
Plapp underwent

abdominal surgery overnight
at a Paris hospital following a
hard crash on rain-slicked
roads during the Olympic
time trial on Saturday, the
Australian team said.
AusCycling, Australia’s
cycling governing body,
confirmed the procedure
early Sunday. No other details
were available.
Plapp was among the last
riders to start on the 32.4-
kilometer (20-mile) course
and was laying down a medal-
worthy ride at the first time
check, trailing then-leader
and eventual bronze medalist
Wout van Aert by just two
seconds. But when Plapp
reached a technical portion of
the course, his bike slid out
from under him and he
crashed hard onto the
pavement.
The crash was not shown on
the race broadcast, but
AusCycling said Plapp was
conscious and moving
afterward. He was lifted into
the team vehicle and taken to
the hospital for precautionary
scans, and later he required
the abdominal procedure.
“Plapp slid under a barrier
fence shortly after passing the
first checkpoint
approximately 14 kilometers
into the 32-kilometer course,”
AusCycling said. “His parents

and an Australian team
doctor were at the hospital
with him.”
The 23-year-old Plapp, who
won bronze at the Tokyo
Games as part of the
Australian pursuit team, is the
reigning national time trial
and road race champion. He
was supposed to ride
alongside Simon Clarke in
support of teammate Michael
Matthews in the Olympic
road race next Saturday.
Remco Evenepoel won the
time trial, giving Belgium two
riders on the podium, while
Filippo Ganna of Italy
finished second. But both the
women’s and men’s races were
marred by a series of crashes
on a course made treacherous

by the rain.
Among those who fell was
American rider Chloe
Dygert, the reigning time trial
world champion, who
remounted her bike and
rallied to finish third behind
gold medalist Grace Brown of
Australia and Anna
Henderson of Britain.
“If we were in Britain, these
(conditions) would be
absolutely perfect. The roads
are better to take corners on.
When we’re in Spain, France
or Italy, I feel like it’s a little
more icy,” said Dygert, who
still plans to compete in the
road race and team pursuit
this Olympics. “But for sure it
definitely plays a factor into
the race itself.
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India set for double-digit medal haul at Paris Olympics, says Nita Ambani
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One of the challenges that
the U.S. Women’s

basketball team faces at the
Paris Olympics with limited
practice time is getting
everyone on the same page
defensively.
There’s no doubt that all 12
players on the roster can score
at will, but it takes time to build
the chemistry and trust
necessary to be a great
defensive team. 
For now, it’s a work in progress,
with the first test coming
Monday against Japan.
“We spent a little more time on
it,” U.S. Coach Cheryl Reeve
said before practice Sunday.
“Each team that you play poses
a different challenge. Certainly
Japan, you know plays
different than the rest of the
group. We have to tweak our
scheme a little bit.”
Japan plays a style with all five
players on the perimeter,
which negates a little bit of the
Americans’ interior advantage.
That means that players like
Brittney Griner, A’ja Wilson
and Breanna Stewart may have
to guard more on the outside
with no true post player for the
Japanese team. 
“I know I may have to play

outside more defensively and
I’m ready for it,” Griner said.
The two teams met for the gold
medal in the Tokyo Games and
the Americans came away with
a 90-75 victory. Griner
finished with 30 points,
making 14 of her 18 shots. It
was the most points ever by a
U.S. Player in a gold medal
game, surpassing the 29 by
Lisa Leslie in 1996.
While the Americans have
been able to outscore their
opponents easily during the
55-game Olympic winning
streak that dates to the 1992
Barcelona Games, being able
to stop the opponent certainly
has helped.

The U.S. Gave up an average of
68.7 points at the Tokyo
Games, the most since the
1996 Atlanta Olympics, when
the streak of seven straight
gold medals started.
There is a wealth of talented
defenders on the U.S. Team. It
just takes a little bit of time to
get used to playing with one
another and the defensive plan
that Reeve has installed. The
U.S. Had only about 14 hours
of practice time together
before the Olympic opener.
“I think the biggest thing was
taking away our schemes that
we may have with our
(WNBA) teams where we just
know how to guard people and
just trust the process,” two-
time WNBA defensive player
of the year A’ja Wilson said.
“Sometimes we’re just so used
to schemes and this player
wants to get here versus
overseas is like literally just
play everyone honest.” 
Wilson said the biggest thing is
trust and that just takes time.
“The more we play alongside
each other, the better,” she
added. “I think we’re slowly
starting to trust each other
and getting an understanding
of just knowing we have to
have layers and we’re starting
to get it.”
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India all-rounder Axar
Patel says new T20I
skipper Suryakumar Yadav

is a bowlers’ captain who
allows them the freedom to
execute their plans.
The spin all-rounder also said
that the team will look to
maximise its batting
combinations in the ongoing
series against Sri Lanka.
Suryakumar and India made
a winning start to the three-
match series here on Saturday
when they crushed hosts Sri
Lanka by 43 runs in a high
scoring opening T20I.
“I played in the last Australia
series with Surya bhai (as
captain). I know that he is a
bowlers’ captain. He gives you
free hand (in a way) that you
decide first,” Axar said at the
post-match press conference
on Saturday.
“Whenever you get hit, he
comes and says that it was a
good ball. He keeps giving
you inputs. As a player, there
is a good bond with him.”
Axar recalled the experience
of playing under Suryakumar
in the five-match T20I series
against Australia in India late
last year which the hosts won
4-1.
“As a captain, I have also
played with him in the last
five matches (against
Australia) and when I was
playing today, I didn’t feel

much change,” he said.
“In the first three overs when
we were going for runs, he
was telling me that we can do
this or do that and how we
can take a wicket. There is no
problem if a four or six goes
in it. As a bowler, you get
confidence from that if the
captain is backing you and
telling you that you can do

this.”
Axar said India’s batting line-
up in the opening T20I which
did not feature Rishabh Pant
at the top was formulated
with the idea that the team
maximises its left and right-
hand options.
In the last assignment, the
T20 World Cup which India
won, Pant batted at No 3

whereas on Saturday skipper
Suryakumar came out at the
coveted spot and the
wicketkeeper-batter dropped
down to No 4.
“Our team has four lefties and
four righties. If there is a left-
right combination (in the
middle), it becomes very hard
for the bowlers to maintain
the line and lengths

consistently especially with
rotations with singles.”
“Now if there are four lefties,
how can you use them? If you
have that chance (to ensure)
that there are no two lefties or
two righties (in the middle) at
the same time.”
“If you have that chance, if
you have those players in
batting, then why not use

them? You also have to keep
changing the batting order as
per the bowling options that
the opposition has got,” he
added. The spinner said the
message from India’s new
staff under head coach
Gautam Gambhir has been
that the team will not
experience a major overhaul
in the way it operated. 
While fielding coach T Dilip
has continued in his role,
Abhishek Nayar, Sairaj
Bahutule and Dutchman
Ryan ten Doeschate are now a
part of Gambhir’s support
staff for this tour of Sri Lanka
as positions will be finalised
after the tour ends.
“I have been playing for 10
years. I have played with
different coaches and
captains. I don’t think a lot
will change in the team,” he
said.
“When we were talking in the
team meeting, they also said
the same thing that the coach
and captain keep changing
but the team remains the
same and the 11 or 15 players
who stay, they have to do it,”
he said.
“They have told us that we
will play the way we have
been playing. Obviously, the
coach and his input can be
different. The thinking can be
different, they keep telling
you here and there. But there
is not much change in the
team’s atmosphere,” he added. 
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USA Cricket has fulfilled
one of the two critical

requirements to avoid being
disqualified as an ICC
Associate nations by
appointing Jonathan Atkieson
as its chief executive officer
effective August 1.
The USAC was ‘put on notice’
by the ICC earlier this month
for breaching two norms.
While not having a CEO was
one, the other was USAC not
fulfilling the governance
norms which are set by the US
Olympic and Paralympic
Committee (USOPC).
As per the norm, it is
necessary for every sport
governing body to earn the
National Governing Body
(NGB) status which is needed
for all sports added in the Los
Angeles 2028 Olympic
Games.
The International Olympic
Committee during its 141st
Session and Executive Board
meeting in Mumbai last year
had given its nod for the
inclusion of cricket in the Los
Angeles Games.
“USA Cricket has announced
the appointment of Johnathan

Atkeison as its new CEO,
effective August 1st, 2024,”
the USAC said on its website.
Atkeison most recently served
as the Chief Operating
Officer of USA Rugby. He
joins USA Cricket with over
15 years of national governing
body experience.
“I’m honoured to join the
team at USA Cricket. It’s an
incredible time for the sport
here in the United States with
the historic performance of
the men’s national team in the
recent T20 World Cup, the
completion of the second
season of Major League
Cricket, and the first
opportunity to showcase
cricket in the Olympics here
on home soil during the LA28
games,” Atkinson said.
“Our goal is to build a world-
class organisation to capitalise
on that momentum, and
firmly establish cricket’s
position in the American
sporting landscape,” he
added.
Atkieson is credited for
leading USA Rugby through a
financial restructuring in
2020 followed by ‘a four-year
period of rapid growth and
development’. 
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Iga Swiatek and Carlos
Alcaraz got the Paris

Olympics tennis competition
started with first-round
victories under closed roofs

at Roland Garros, the site of
their French Open titles less
than two months ago.
Novak Djokovic also won in
straight sets as he, like
Swiatek and Alcaraz, opened
a bid for a first Olympic gold

medal. Djokovic’s second-
round opponent could be
longtime rival Rafael Nadal,
who was scheduled to play
his opening singles match
Sunday - but said he isn’t
sure whether he will remain

in that event. 
“Tomorrow, I don’t know
what’s going to happen,”
Nadal said Saturday. “I don’t
know if I’m going to play or
not.”
In Saturday’s last match,

Angelique Kerber defeated
Naomi Osaka 7-5, 6-3 in a
contest between two women
who have been ranked No. 1
and own multiple Grand
Slam titles. Kerber has said
she will retire after

representing Germany at
these Games; Osaka was
hoping for a deeper run than
her third-round exit at the
Tokyo Olympics three years
ago after lighting the
cauldron during the opening

ceremony in her native
Japan.
Nadal, the Spaniard who
won a record 14 of his 22
Grand Slam titles at the
French Open and owns two
Summer Games golds, was a

surprise torch carrier during
the rain-soaked opening
ceremony along the Seine
River on Friday night. He
won his doubles opener
alongside Alcaraz on
Saturday night.
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