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After party hopping in sever-
al political outfits in recent

years, former Haryana Congress
president Ashok Tanwar finally
decided to change loyalties once
more before the Lok Sabha elec-
tions as he joined the BJP in New
Delhi on Saturday.

Tanwar joined the BJP in the
presence of Haryana Chief
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
among other leaders and lauded
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
leadership, saying the country has
changed in the last 10 years. He
told reporters that it was his good
fortune that he joined the BJP
ahead of the Ram temple conse-
cration ceremony on January 22.
Welcoming him into the BJP,
Khattar called Tanwar his "bhan-
ja" (nephew) as he and the Dalit
leader's mother hail from the
same village. Tanwar was likely to
join the BJP after leaving the
Congress but his "train" took a
wrong track and reached AAP,
the Haryana chief minister said
in a lighter vein, adding that they
have often been in touch.
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Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar on

Saturday said the state govern-
ment will establish a Science
City on 50 acres in either
Faridabad or Gurugram district
to promote new scientific
research and innovations.

"The search for suitable
land is currently underway," he
said as he addressed as the
Chief Guest during the closing
ceremony of the 9th India
International Science Festival
held at THSTI Biotech
Institute, Faridabad.

Khattar said that today
Haryana has got the opportu-
nity to host this 9th Science
Festival. Congratulating on the
successful organization of the
event, he highlighted the par-
ticipation of students, teachers,
researchers, scientists, entre-
preneurs, educators, startups,
and international representa-
tives in the Science Festival and
commended all participants
for their contributions.

He stated that the Science
Festival showcases India's
achievements in the fields of
science and technology, fos-
tering knowledge exchange
and dialogue between various
stakeholders engaged in the
same field. The India
International Science Festival is
the country's largest science fes-
tival, with the theme "Science

and Technology Public
Outreach in Amrit Kaal."  He
acknowledged the valuable
contributions of Indian scien-
tists throughout history, from
ancient times to modern-day
stalwarts like Homi Jehangir
Bhabha, Jagadish Chandra
Bose, Srinivasa Ramanujan,
Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar, and
others.

Khattar expressed pride in
India's achievements, such as
the successful development of
two COVID-19 vaccines and
their distribution to other
countries. He highlighted
India's progress in space explo-
ration, including the successful
landing of Chandrayaan-3 on
the southern pole of the moon
and the establishment of the
Aditya L-1 mission for solar
study. He commended the
visionary Vikram Sarabhai,
Chairman of the Indian
National Committee for Space

Research, for conceptualizing
the use of satellite technology
for communication and weath-
er forecasting. He also men-
tioned the initiation of the
Satellite Instructional
Television Experiment (SITE)
in India. He encouraged the
youth to engage in research and
innovation, stating that in
today's new India, opportuni-
ties are opening up in the
fields of research and innova-
tion in science, technology,
and entrepreneurship.

The CM highlighted the
significance of the Science
Festival in promoting creativ-
ity in science, technology, and
innovation for India's progress,
fostering a platform for inter-
action among all stakeholders.
The festival included work-
shops, symposiums, science
competitions, technology
shows, exhibitions, and more,
spanning 17 subjects over three

days. India has been a pioneer
in the fields of science and tech-
nology since ancient times,
and the Chief Minister
expressed optimism about the
ongoing wave of startup pro-
grammes in science in con-
temporary India.

To promote science edu-
cation, the establishment of sci-
ence clubs is underway in 10
government senior secondary
schools in each district. These
science clubs will play a crucial
role in fostering scientific
thinking and awareness among
young students.

Exposure visits are orga-
nized to enhance the interest of
meritorious students in science.
During these visits, students are
taken to various science centres
and science cities across the
country to acquaint them with
scientific research. Exceptional
scientists in the state are hon-
ored with Haryana Vigyan
Ratna and Yuva Vigyan Ratna
Awards. Last year, in the cere-
mony organized on National
Science Day, 11 scientists were
honoured for the years 2019,
2020 and 2021. The amount of
the 'Haryana Vigyan Ratna'
award has been increased from
Rs. 2 lakh to Rs. 4 lakh.
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"With the spirit of
Antyodaya, we have worked for
the development of the com-

mon people," Khattar said and
highlighted the successful cam-
paigns, such as "Beti Bachao-
Beti Padhao," which brought
about significant improvements
in gender ratios across the state
while answering questions in a
‘Samvad’ programme at Manav
Rachna University, Faridabad.

Khattar stated that January
22 is a historic day and empha-
sized the importance of light-
ing lamps in every home on
this day. Reflecting on the
achievements of the state gov-
ernment over the past nine
years, he said that we have
worked for the development of
the common people with the
spirit of Antyodaya. He said
that he understood the grass-
roots problems of the farmers
and worked to resolve them.
Answering a question, he said
that 9 years ago the gender ratio
of the girls in the state was 871.
After this, successful cam-
paigns like Beti Bachao-Beti
Padhao were launched and
today the state’s sex ratio
peaked at 932.

He stated that corruption,
crime, and caste-based politics
have been eliminated in
Haryana and the establishment
of an Anti-Corruption Bureau
has led to stringent actions
against individuals involved in
corrupt practices. He high-
lighted continuous efforts for
the development of farmers,
promoting natural farming over
traditional methods.
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Chandigarh: The Punjab
and Haryana High Court
Saturday asked the Chandigarh
administration to consider
rescheduling of the mayoral
polls while taking up a petition
challenging the order of post-
poning elections to February 6.

The division bench of
Justices Sudhir Singh and
Harsh Bunger also issued
notices to the Union Territory
administration, Chandigarh
Municipal Corporation and
police for filling their replies on
January 23.     The matter came
up for hearing on the petition
filed by AAP councillor
Kuldeep Kumar, who had chal-
lenged the UT administra-
tion's order to postpone the
mayoral polls to February 6.

Advocate Ferry Sofat, one
of the counsels for the peti-
tioner, said during the hearing,
the court asked the Chandigarh
administration to consider
rescheduling of the polls. The
court orally asked the UT
administration to come up
with a next date for holding the
mayoral polls between January
23 and January 26, said Sofat.

Sofat further said when
the counsel for the Chandigarh

administration mentioned the
law and order issue for defer-
ring the polls, the court sug-
gested if the Chandigarh police
could not handle the law and
order for the mayoral polls,
then a central agency could be
roped in.  During the hearing,
the court was apprised about
the programmes taking place in
the city in the wake of the con-
secration ceremony at the Ram
Temple in Ayodhya on January
22 by the counsel for the
administration. Thereafter,
police would be busy in the
arrangement of the Republic
Day celebrations, it was also
submitted.

The petitioner's counsel
during the hearing submitted
that the Chandigarh Deputy
Commissioner has no author-
ity to defer the polls. Senior
advocate Chetan Mittal, repre-
senting the Municipal
Corporation, however, con-
tended that the DC, who is the
prescribed authority, has the
power to postpone the elec-
tions.

Petitioner Kumar, who was
the candidate for the mayor
post, had sought that the
January 18 order of the DC be

set aside and elections should
be conducted forthwith. On
Thursday, the AAP had moved
the high court after the
Chandigarh mayoral polls were
abruptly postponed with coun-
cillors being told that the pre-
siding officer had fallen ill.

During the hearing
Thursday evening, the counsel
for the Chandigarh adminis-
tration informed the high court
that February 6 had been fixed
as the next date for the mayoral
polls after assessing the law and
order situation. The petitioner
had also sought quashing the
order of the municipal corpo-
ration authorities restricting
the entry of councillors in the
MC premises.

The petitioner had
demanded the holding of the
mayoral polls in a fair and free
manner. The mayoral polls,
which were slated to take place
on Thursday, were deferred till
further orders after presiding
officer Anil Masih fell sick. The
Congress and the AAP, which
have joined hands for the may-
oral polls, have slammed the
BJP, accusing it of not deferring
elections apprehending its
"imminent defeat". (Agencies)
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Balkar Singh, Punjab Local
Government Minister, dis-

tributed trophies and certifi-
cates to the winners at a State
Level ceremony held at Punjab
Municipal Bhawan, Sector 35,
Chandigarh on Saturday. He
expressed his satisfaction with
the quality of entries and
announced that more initia-
tives would be taken to encour-
age and recognize the trans-
formative efforts made by cities
and wards across the State in
creating beautiful, innovative,
and inclusive public spaces.

He said that The Ministry
of Housing & Urban Affairs,
Government of India, orga-
nized the City Beauty
Competit ion, wherein
Municipal Corporations and
Councils from various cities
participated. A total of 46
entries from Urban Local
Bodies (ULBs) in the State
qualified for the competition.
The competition focused on
judging wards and public
spaces against five key pillars:

Accessibility,  Amenities,
Activities, Aesthetics, and
Ecology. Aesthetics held the
maximum weightage of 50%.

The minister added that
after a thorough evaluation by
a jury consisting of Town
Planners,  Heritage,
Environment, and Fine Arts
Experts, the top five entries in
different categories were
selected. The winners include
UBDC Canal Waterfront
Project in Amritsar for the
Waterfront category, goal
Bagh Amrit Project for the
Park category, Sarabha Nagar
Ward in Ludhiana for the
Ward category, Phase-3B2
Market in SAS Nagar for the
Commercial Space category,
and the Redevelopment of
Walled City Project near
Golden Temple in Amritsar
for the Heritage category.  The
Minister recommended these
five winning entries to the
Ministry of Housing & Urban
Affairs, Government of India,
for participation in the
National Level City Beauty
Competition.

!���
��
�
�"�	"
��"��
�������������
�
�
����
��
��
��������������� �#��������
���
&�!�� !��+,�

Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Sukhvinder

Singh Sukhu on Saturday said
the first state-of-the-art cancer
hospital will be established in
Hamirpur to effectively deal
with the ailment.

Presiding over the 'Sarkar
Gaon Ke Dwar' programme at
Kanjyan village under the
Bhoranj assembly constituen-
cy of Hamirpur district, the
chief minister said the increas-
ing cancer cases in Himachal
Pradesh is a matter of concern.
"The state is witnessing an
increase of 2.2 per cent of can-
cer patients while the country's
average rate is 0.6 per cent" he
said.

Talking to the media later
on the sidelines of the pro-
gramme, Sukhu said that the
results of various examina-
tions conducted by the dis-
solved Himachal Pradesh Staff
Selection Commission
(HPSSC) would be declared
soon by the government.  He
said the government is also
going to issue appointment
letters within a month to those
examinations whose results
have been declared.

Sukhu said the govern-
ment is working towards
employing the youth based on
ability.

Talking about the upcom-
ing Lok Sabha elections, the
chief minister said the
Congress will according to the
circumstances go among the
voters regarding the public-

related issues. He said that the
interest of the state was ignored
by three BJP MPs and the
financial plan of Rs 10,000
crore presented by the govern-
ment was also ignored. The
MPs need to stand with the dis-
aster-affected families but they
are working completely against
the interests of the people, he
said, adding obstacles are also
being created in releasing the
loss relief amount.

The chief minister assert-
ed that his party would win all
four Lok Sabha seats in the state
this time and upset the BJP's
applecart.
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Chief Minister Sukhu on
Saturday put on hold a policy
on engaging annual period-
based guest teachers and said
further decisions to implement
the policy will be taken after a
detailed discussion. Speaking to
media persons, he said the pol-
icy was being misunderstood.

Under the policy, when a

teacher goes on leave for a week
or 10 days or is transferred, a
guest teacher could be appoint-
ed on an hourly basis so that
children can get quality edu-
cation, the chief minister said.
"There is confusion among the
people that these guest teach-
ers might be recruited for a year
or two. The guest teachers will
not be a permanent recruit-
ment rather they will be
appointed temporarily," he said.

"Seeing the confusion, we
have decided to put this poli-
cy on hold and further deci-
sions regarding this policy will
be taken after another round of
discussion," Sukhu added.  The
state Cabinet on January 12 had
given in-principle approval to
engage 'Annual Period-Based
Guest Teachers' in the depart-
ments of elementary and high-
er education to enhance edu-
cational standards and nurture
the next generation in the state.
The decision drew flak from
the opposition as well as the
youngsters, who also staged
protests across the state.
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Shimla: Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu on Saturday
flagged off the educational tour vehicles of students going to
Kerala. The vehicles were flagged off under the 'teacher and
student exchange programme' of 'Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat' scheme from Chauda Maidan, Shimla.  The pro-
gramme was organized under 'Samagra Shiksha'. This year
240 students from different districts have been included for
the educational tours. The students will board Rajdhani
Express from New Delhi to Kerala on Sunday. Sukhu said that
under the 'Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat' scheme, the students
of the state would get the opportunity to know and under-
stand the art, culture and customs of Kerala. He added that
the personality of students develops through educational tours.
The experiences gained during such visits help students under-
stand the values of life from the right perspective. Along with
developing the students' understanding on diversity in
India, the visit would also help them imbibe the innate feel-
ing of brotherhood, he said.

��+����,� �+� ���"�"��.�!� �!�� �/
� ��-��
&�-$��.!����)�-���$
Shimla: Himachal Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
during his one-day visit to Bhoranj Assembly constituency
of Hamirpur district on Saturday, inaugurated and laid the
foundation stones of 12 projects worth Rs. 150 crore for the
area. The inaugurations included the improvement works of
Rs. 45.51 crore Lagwalti Bamsan drinking water project,
Sameerpur-Matlana Bhuana road constructed at a cost of Rs.
8.34 crore, new building of Bhoranj Hospital constructed at
a cost of Rs 11.49 crore and the new building of the Office
of the Executive Engineer of the PWD constructed at a cost
of Rs 2.06 crore in Bhoranj.
The foundation stones were laid for Maliyan Sadharyan Lift
Drinking Water Scheme to be built on Beas River at a cost
of Rs 45 crore, Rajiv Gandhi Green Industry Area to be build
in Jahu at a cost of Rs 16.58 crore, repair works of various
drinking water projects of Bhoranj Assembly constituency to
be carried out at a cost of Rs 6.09 crore, Sammu Tal bus stand
to be built at a cost of Rs. 3.34,  inspection cottage of Jal Shakti
Department in Bhoranj to be built at a cost of Rs 2.58 crore,
building and residence of Executive Engineer of Jal Shakti
Department, Bhoranj, to be built at a cost of Rs 2.11 crore,
beautification project of natural pond in Sammu Tal to be com-
pleted at a cost of Rs 1.98 crore and Rajiv Gandhi Day Boarding
School at Karah in Bhoranj.
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Chandigarh:To promote clean and eco-friendly practices for
the well-being of its city, the Municipal Corporation
Chandigarh distributed containers for the collection of seg-
regated waste at worship places as part of the ongoing Swachh
Teerath Campaign. This initiative aims to enhance cleanli-
ness and sustainability at these sacred places by introducing
specialized waste collection containers. The primary focus of
this endeavor is the collection of floral waste and various items
such as chunnaris, frames, and idols, which will be recycled
to create incense sticks, cones, and other useful materials. The
respectful handling of deity clothes collected in Visar is also
prioritized, ensuring religious sentiments are upheld. Anindita
Mitra, Commissioner, said that the Corporation fully dedi-
cated to collaborating with the community for a cleaner and
sustainable environment. Through the Swachh Teerath
Campaign, the MCC aims to encourage responsible waste
management and promote material recycling, benefiting both
the environment and the local community.  The ongoing deep
cleansing drive undertaken at worship places across the city
encompasses activities such as sweeping, washing, repairing,
litter picking, cleaning dustbins, and collecting floral waste.
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The chief priest of the
Ram Lalla temple,
Satyendra Das, has

raised concerns about the
appearance of pictures
depicting the idol of Ram
Lalla with uncovered eyes.
Das said this is a violation of
Hindu rituals, emphasising
the need for an enquiry to
identify and penalise the
individual responsible for
unveiling the eyes.
In explaining his stance, the
chief priest outlined the
customary procedure of
installing the idol, which
includes covering its eyes to
maintain a veil until the
consecration ceremony,
known as Praan Pratisthaa.
“The sanctum sanctorum is
the designated space for this
sacred installation. This is the
only place where the eyes
should be uncovered by
removing the cloth,” Das said.
While admitting uncertainty
about the authenticity of the
images circulating in
newspapers and on TV
channels, Das asserted that
any depiction of the idol with
open eyes before the Praan
Pratisthaa ceremony is
inaccurate, as the idol assumes
that form only during the
consecration ritual. 
“Expressing concern over the
situation, the chief priest
remarked, “If someone has
removed the cloth from the
eyes, then it should be

investigated.”  
He referenced Hindu
scriptures, which strictly
prohibit the removal of the
cloth covering the eyes before
the consecration ceremony.
The eyes must remain
covered throughout other
preparatory rituals, including
bathing, adornment, and

offerings.
A member of the Shri Ram
Janmbhoomi Teertha Kshetra
Trust had earlier informed
that the eyes would be
uncovered on January 22
during the “Netronmelan”
ritual, involving the
application of honey to a gold
bar.
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As the city of Ayodhya
eagerly anticipates the

historic Praan Pratishthaa
ceremony at the new Ram
Lalla temple on January 22,
the administration has
implemented stringent
security measures by
sealing the city’s boundaries
and restricting entry for
outsiders and vehicles from
January 20.
Special Director General
(Law and Order) Prashant

Kumar underscored the
importance of these
measures, said, “No
outsider will be allowed to
enter the city from January
20.” 
This decision is a critical
component of the security
plan to ensure the smooth
and secure conduct of the
consecration ceremony,
which is expected to draw a
large congregation of
devotees and spectators.
Subsequently, the security
cover for Prime Minister

Stringent Bandobast in Ayodhya
Narendra Modi during the
coronation will be of the
highest order, with a five-tier
arrangement involving 550
commandos from the Anti-
Terrorism Squad (ATS) and 35
SPG personnel already
stationed in Ayodhya.
An extensive security
blueprint has been devised for
the event, deploying over
30,000 personnel from various
agencies, including civil

police, with special attention
given to the Prime Minister’s
security.
The five-tier security cordon is
designed to create an
impenetrable shield around
the Prime Minister. The first
tier will consist of SPG
bodyguards armed with
assault rifles, automatic guns,
17M revolvers, and other
modern weaponry. The second
layer will comprise SPG

commandos, followed by the
elite Black Cat commandos of
the NSG taking charge in the
third layer.
ATS and other commandos
will be strategically
positioned. The fourth layer
will include personnel from
paramilitary forces, while the
fifth and final layer will consist
of civil police personnel
responsible for securing the
surroundings.
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I, Mahima D/o Naresh Kumar 

R/o H.No 137, Mast Nath Colony, 

Hisar Cantt, TCP 2, Hisar declare 

that my 10th Certificate Roll No. 

2145174 year 2018 issued by 

CBSE has been lost. if anybody is 

found then contact me at my above 

address. 

I, Gyan Dei W/o Late Sh. 

Tarachand R/o 426/7, 

Pradhanawas Moholla, Gannaur, 

Sonipat has disowned my son 

Naveen from my all movable-

immovable property. In future, if 

anybody deals with him, he/she will 

do at their own risk. 

I, Yash Pal, S/o Sant Lal, R/o 

H.No. 229, Patel Nagar, Hisar 

(Haryana), declare that my son 

Hardik and his wife Anita are out of 

my control, I evict them from my 

movable-immovable property. If 

anybody deals with them they will 

do it at their own risk, my family & I 

will not be responsible. They will be 

responsible for their own good and 

bad. 

I, Meenakshi Puri w/o Mr. 

Ashish Kumar, R/o 1512-B, 

Modern Colony, Near I.T.I. 

Yamunanagar-135 001 (Haryana) 

declares name of my minor 

daughter’s is written as Arshita in 

her educational documents and my 

name is written as Meenakshi as 

mother’s name, whereas complete 

name of my daughter is Arshita 

Doomra and mine is Meenakshi 

Puri, which are to be amended in 

the aforesaid educational 

documents accordingly. I have 

complied with other legal 

requirements in this connection. 

Meenakshi Puri (Signature) 

I, Kamlesh W/o Late Sh. 

Kuldeep Singh R/o #131 Village 

Dadu Majra, Chandigarh declare 

that my Son Jaswinder Singh is out 

of my control. I disown him from my 

movable immovable properties. 

Anybody dealing with him at their 

own risk. 

I, Darshana Devi W/o Late 

Shekhar Chander R/o 649, Dehra 

Sahib, Manimajra, Chandigarh 

declare that my son Sachin Kumar 

Sharma & his wife Meena are out 

of my control I disown them from 

my moveable/immoveable 

property If any body deals with 

them will do so on his/her own risk 

and responsibility. 

I, Raj Kumari w/o Balbir 

Singh r/o Mehlanwali, Distt 

Hoshiarpur Punjab- 146110 

declare that in Army Service record 

of my son, my Date of birth wrongly 

written as 05/05/1958. My correct 

DOB is 06/08/1959. 

I, Tilak Raj S/o Sh. Mange 

Ram resident of Old Mandi 

Gohana tehsil Gohana 

Distt.sonipat (Haryana) declare 

that my son Sunny and his wife 

Priya are out of my control. So I 

disown both of them from my 

movable / immovable properties. if 

anybody deals with them at their 

risk. 

I, Mukesh W/o Sh. Krishan 

Kumar R/o H. No. 452 Village  

Kheri Damkan, Teh-Gohana, Distt 

Sonipat (Haryana) declare that my 

Adhar Card in my name is Mukesh 

& My 10th class Marksheet in my 

name is Mukesh Rani. Mukesh & 

Mukesh Rani both names are one 

same person. 

Harpreet Kaur, wife of 

Manjeet Singh, resident of village 

Rajoke, district Tarn Taran, affidavit 

states that my husband's name is 

wrongly written as Manjit Singh in 

my passport, the correct name is 

Manjeet Singh. 

I, Seema W/o Sh. Sumeet 

Jain R/o Flat No. T-503, Sunrise 

Greens, VIP Road, Zirakpur, Distt. 

Mohali (S.A.S Nagar). Punjab. 

have changed my name from 

Seema to Seema Jain. 

We, Ajay Kumar S/o Sh. Om 

Prakash Gupta and Monika Singla 

W/o Ajay Kumar R/o  H No. 3225, 

Sector 27-D, Chandigarh have 

changed my minor son name from 

Rehan Singla to Aarav Singla. 

I hitherto known as Arin S/O 

Rajesh Kumar Residing at VPO 

Ward No.03 (111), Tehsil & District 

Charkhi Dadri, Haryana-127306 

have changed my name and I 

shall hereafter be known as Arin 

Baloda. It is certified that I have 

complied with other legal 

requirements in this connection. 

I hitherto known as Aditya 

S/O Dharamveer Singh Residing 

at VPO House No.303 Loharu 

Road, Ward No.16, Charkhi 

Dadri, Tehsil & District Charkhi 

Dadri, Haryana-127306 have 

changed my name and I shall 

hereafter be known as Aditya 

Singh. It is certified that I have 

complied with other legal 

requirements in this connection. 

I, Surinder Kaur W/o Iqbal 

Singh Village Jhawan Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Punjab declare that I 

Surinder Kaur and Kewal Kaur is 

one and the same person. 

Concerned note.  

I Kanishk Goyal S/o Ajay 

Goyal R/o #163, Sector-5, urban 

estate Kurukshetra has change 

my name from Kanishk to Kanishk 

Goyal. 

I Rajinder Singh Saini S/O 

Mool Raj Saini R/O Raj Parura, 

P.O- Sarna, Tehsil & District 

Pathankot, In 10th Marksheet of 

My son Kartik Saini My Name is 

Wrongly Entered as Rajinder 

Singh Instead of Rajinder Singh 

Saini. Please Note. 

I, Payal Batra W/o Harsh 

Batra R/o 138, Sector 17, HUDA, 

Jagadhri, Distt Yamuna Nagar 

have changed my name from 

Payal Batra to Payal Grover. 

I, Nisha W/o Mohinder Singh 

R/o VPO Jaroda, Tehsil Jagadhri, 

Distt Yamuna Nagar have 

changed my name from Nisha to 

Nisha Devi. 

I, Savir Ahmad S/o Jeet 

Mohd R/o Village Baroli Tehsil  

Naraingarh  Distt Ambala have 

changed my name from Shabir 

Ahmad to Savir Ahmad. 

I, Tulsi Ram S/o Ram 

Sharan Yadav, House No. 263, 

Village Khuda Lahora, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name from Tulsi Ram to Tulsi 

Ram Yadav. 

I, Brij Bhushan Sharma, S/o  

Rameshar Das, R/o House No. 

201, Sector 44-A, Chandigarh, 

declare that Brij Bhushan Sharma 

and B.B. Sharma and Brij 

Bhushan, all three names belong 

to the same person. 

I, Urvashi Arora W/o Anshul 

Goel R/o H.No.1141/3 pachranga 

bazar Panipat declare that I have 

changed my name from Urvashi 

Arora to Urvashi in future I should 

be known as Urvashi. 

I, Kamalpreet Kaur W/o 

Vikas Verma R/o Friends Colony 

Street-B, Dhangu Road 

Pathankot (PB)-145001,  Declare 

That I Have Changed My Name 

From Kamalpreet Kaur To Rimpy 

Verma, All Concerned To Note 

Please.  

I, Parmod Kumar Gupta S/o 

Raj Kumar Gupta R/o 54, Ward 

No. 34, Near Triveni Park, Janta 

Colony, Rohtak have changed my 

name from Parmod Kumar Gupta 

to Parmod Kumar. 

I Asha Rani urf Kamlesh 

Rani 52 wife of no. 1374 7864F 

Ex-NK Gopal Chand VPO 

chanour tehsil Indora district 

Kangra declare that my name has 

been entered as Kamlesh Rani in 

the service records of my 

husband. Kindly correct it to Asha 

Rani urf Kamlesh Rani as per the 

affidavit before tehsildar Indora on 

17 January 2024 

I,  Harpreet Singh  S/O 

Pritam Singh R/O House no 3313, 

New Sunny Enclave, Sector 125,  

Kharar, S.A.S. Nagar (Mohali), 

Punjab, have changed my name 

to Harpreet Singh Toor. 

I Ranjana W/O Sanjay 

Bhandari Residence of House No 

- 105, Mohalla Sant Nagar, Teh/ 

Distt Pathankot Have Changed 

My Name From Ranjana To 

Ranjana Bhandari. 

I, Rimple W/o Gurwinder 

Singh Deo R/o Village Jiwan 

Nangal, P.O Shikar Machian, 

Tehsil Dera Baba Nanak, Distt. 

Gurdaspur, Punjab, India have 

changed my name from Rimple to 

Rimple is my surname and 

Rimple is my given name. 

I, JC-490646X Subedar 

Mahavir Singh S/o Sh. Harikesh 

R/o Village Kukarkanda, P.O. 

Mandhwal, Tehsil Pundri, Distt. 

Kaithal declares that in my 

service record my daughter’s 

name written as Anjli Devi which 

is wrong. My daughter’s correct 

name is Anjali Kumari which is 

written in all of her documents. All 

concerned note. 

I, Neeraj Kumar Singla S/o 

Ramesh Chand R/o H.No. 485/5A, 

Ambala Road, Shankar Colony, 

Pipli Tehsil Thanesar District 

Kurukshetra, declare that I am 

known by two names: Neeraj 

Singla & Neeraj Kumar Singla. My 

Correct name is Neeraj Kumar 

Singla. 

I, Reshma Devi W/o Niranjan 

Singh R/o Village Bhukhri 

Postoffice Shahpur Nurdh, 

Naraingarh, District Ambala, have 

changed my name from Rehsma 

Devi to Reshma. 

I, Rajesh Kumar S/o Man 

Singh R/o VPO Kirmach Tehsil 

Thanesar District Kurukshetra 

have changed my name to (Given 

Name) Rajesh and (Surname) 

Kumar. 

I Parmjit kaur Sandhu w/o 

Jasbir singh Sandhu r/o village 

Booh havellian tehsil patti distt Tarn 

Taran have changed my name 

from parmjit kaur Sandhu to 

Paramjit kaur Sandhu please 

concerned note 

I Gurmit Kaur W/O Manjit 

Singh R/O Vpo Khanpur Tehsil 

Mukerian Distt Hoshiarpur Have 

Changed My Name To Gurmeet 

Kaur 

I Gurinder Singh S/o Sh. 

Karnail Singh R/o Village 

Ashrafgarh Jind Have declare that 

my name Changed from Gurinder 

Singh to Gurvinder Singh in Future 

all purposes. 

I, Karishna Kant S/o Sh. Hari 

Baboo R/o Village  Piparouli, 

Bhadousi, Kannauj, Uttar Pradesh-

209734 have changed my name 

from Yogesh  to  Krishnakant  for 

all future purposes. 

I,  Harjeet Kaur  W/O Hardev 

Singh  R/O.H.No.21/13, Court 

Road, Nikki Mandi, Patti District 

Tarn Taran Have Changed My 

Name To Harjit Kaur 

I, Sucheta Mehra Alias Anju 

Talwar  W/O Sunil Mehra R/O.13-

A, Doctor Avenue Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name From Sucheta 

Mehra All Concerned Please Note 

I  Rajeev Mehra  S/O  Kali 

Charan Mehra  R/O H.No. 225, 

Opp. Gobind Park ,Basant Avenue 

Amritsar Punjab Pin 143001 Have 

Changed My From Rajeev Mehra 

Name To  Rajiv Mehra Concerned 

Note. 

I, Jaskaran Singh Randhawa 

S/O Jasbir Singh  R/O.Vill-

Dyalpura, Po-Chamyari, 

Tehsil-Ajnala Distt Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name To Jaskaran 

Singh 

I, Sukhjit Kaur Pawar  W/O 

Jaskaran Singh  R/O.Vill-Dyalpura, 

Po-Chamyari, Tehsil-Ajnala Distt 

Amritsar Have Changed My Name 

To Sukhjit Pawar 

I, Onkar Singh  Son Of 

Jatinder Singh  R/O Vpo Adliwala, 

Tehsil Ajnala,  District Amritsar-

143101,  I Have Changed My 

Name To Onkar Is My Given Name 

And Singh Is My Surname. 

I, Kulvinder Kaur w/o Jaspal 

Singh r/o #74, Ganjo Garhi, Karnal 

(Haryana) have changed my name 

from Kulvinder Kaur to Kulwinder 

Kaur. In future I should be known 

as Kulwinder Kaur. 

I, Sangeeta Mittal w/o 

Parvesh Singla r/o # 527, Ward No. 

8, Main Bazar, Singla Card Palace, 

Shahabad Markanda, Distt. 

Kurukshetra have changed my 

name from Sangeeta Mittal To 

Sangeeta Singla. 

I, Lavish s/o Parvesh Singla 

r/o # 527, Ward No. 8, Main Bazar, 

Singla Card Palace, Shahabad 

Markanda, Distt. Kurukshetra have 

changed my name from Lavish to 

Lavish Singla. 

I, Parvesh Kumar s/o Ishwar 

Chand Gupta r/o #527, Ward No. 

8, Main Bazar, Singla Card Palace,  

Shahabad Markanda, Distt. 

Kurukshetra have changed my 

name from Parvesh Kumar to 

Parvesh Singla. 

I, Dherminder Jawa S/o 

Tirlok Chand Jawa R/o H.No. G-

6/16, 4th Floor Eldeco, Sector-3, 

Panipat declare that I have 

changed my name from 

Dherminder Jawa to Dharmender 

Jawa in future I should be known 

as Dharmender Jawa. 

I, Pankaj Jawa S/o Trilok 

Chand Jawa R/o H.No.569-R, near 

pruthi chowk, Model Town, Panipat 

declare that in my passport no. 

F0739702 and School Certificate 

name of my father is wrongly 

written Tirlok Jawa But My Father 

Correct name is Trilok Chand 

Jawa. 

I, Sunny Kamboj S/o Sh. 

Dharamveer Kamboj R/o H.NO 

1201/5 Chotti Line Shankarpuri 

Jagadhri, Tehsil Jagadhri, Distt. 

Yamuna Nagar I have Change my 

name from Vijay Alias Sunny 

Kamboj to Sunny Kamboj All 

concerned note. 

I, Kumar Mandeep S/o Roop 

Lal, Chak Hakim, Kapurthala, have 

changed name to Mandeep 

Kumar. 

I, Manjit Kaur W/o Jagdeep 

Singh Walia R/o H.No. 33/156, 

Patel Nagar, Gurdaspur Road, 

Pathankot, Punjab have changed 

my name to Manjeet Kaur. 

I, Jagdeep Singh S/o Baldev 

Singh R/o H.No. 33/156, Patel 

Nagar, Gurdaspur Road, 

Pathankot, Punjab have changed 

my name to Jagdeep Singh Walia. 

I, Razia Khan w/o Babar 

Khan r/o #3709, Near Gargi 

School, Barda, Distt. Ambala have 

changed my name from Razia 

Khan to Rajia Sultan. 

I Monika Gupta w/o shri 

Naveen Gupta R/O E-4/88, 2nd 

Floor, Sector-7, Rohini, Delhi-

110085 have changed my name 

from Monika Devi Gupta to Monika 

Gupta. 

I, Manju Verma W/o Sh. 

Sushil Kumar, R/o H.No. 58, Gali 

No. 4, Surya Nagar, Hisar declare 

that I have changed my name from 

Manju to Manju Verma for all 

future purposes. I will be 

responsible for any conversation  

in future. 

I, Suman Dhaka W/o Pawan 

Kumar R/o H. No. 73/62, Govind 

Nagar, Dabra Chowk, Hisar, 

Haryana 125001 declare that I 

have changed my minor son name 

from Dhairya to Dhairya Singh for 

future purpose.  

I, Kushan S/o Pawan Kumar 

R/o H. No. 73/62, Govind Nagar, 

Dabra Chowk, Hisar, Haryana 

125001 declare that I have 

changed my name from Kushan to 

Kushan Singh for future purpose.  

I, Surinder Gulati S/o Ram 

Tikya Gulati R/o Gulati Hospital, 

Near Railway Station, Vijay Nagar, 

Hisar, Haryana 125001 declare 

that I have changed my name from 

Surinder Gulati to Surinder Kumar 

Gulati for future purpose.  

I, Santosh Rani W/o Rajiv 

Sihag R/o 1171, Near Satija 

Hospital, Krishna Nagar, Hisar, 

Haryana 125001 declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Santosh to Santosh Rani for future 

purpose.  

I, Manjeet Singh S/o 

Darshan Singh R/o Shri Guru 

Ravidas Gurudwara, Raowali, PO. 

Industrial Town, Jalandhar-II, 

Jalandhar, Punjab-144004, India 

have changed my name to Singh 

Manjeet. Concerned Note. 

I Ravinder Kaur Wife of Balur 

Singh Brar Resident of Village 

Shakoor Tehsil and District 

Ferozepur have changed my 

name Ravinder Kaur To Ravinder 

Kaur Brar. 

I, Ramesh Kumar S/o Bhajan 

Das R/o 1532, Shiv Nagar, 

Millgate, Hisar declare that my 

name in my daughter Priyani's 

10th document ICSE Board is 

mentioned Ramesh my correct 

name is Ramesh Kumar in her 

DOB Certificate and all my 

documents. Please consider my 

(Father's) Name as Ramesh 

Kumar in my daughter's document 

in your ICSE Board Record, I have 

no objection to correct my name 

as Ramesh Kumar. 

I, Anil Kumar S/o Fateh 

Singh R/o Gali No.12 Defence 

Colony, Kaithal Have Changed My 

Name Anil Banwala 

I, Pardeep Singh Chauhan 

S/o Sugan Singh R/o Ward No.10, 

Gharaunda, Karnal have Changed 

My Name Pradeep Singh. 

I, Sugan Singh Chauhan S/o 

Girwar Singh R/o Ward No.10, 

Gharaunda, Karnal have Changed 

My Name Sugan Singh. 

I, Rajvinder Kaur W/o 

Gurjeet singh Vill.Nanakpura 

Sandhola, Pehowa, Kurukshetra 

Have Changed My Given Name 

Rajvinder Surname Kaur. 

I, Vikamjit Singh S/o Naib 

Singh Vill.Majri kalan Tehsil 

Pehowa Kurukshetra have 

Changed my name Vikram jit 

Singh. 

I, Satish Kumar and Satish 

Saini, S/o Satpal village 

Roshanpur, tehsil and district 

Ambala, known by both names, 

the person is one. 

I, Kiran Bala W/o Pawan 

Mehta, House No. 318 Block-A 

Phase-1 Ecocity Sector-5 

Mullanpur, Mohali (SAS Nagar) 

Punjab changed my name to Kiran 

or Surname  Mehta. 

I, Ajay Babbar S/O Kahan 

Chand. R/O Chuni Lal Kahan 

Chand Saraf Main Bazar, 

Gurdaspur, Tehsil/Distt- 

Gurdaspur. Pin-143521, Punjab, 

India. Have Changed My Name 

From Ajay Babbar To Ajay 

Bubber. 

I, Khan Chand Bubber S/O 

Chuni Lal R/O Chuni Lal Kahan 

Chand Saraf Main Bazar, 

Gurdaspur, Tehsil/Distt- 

Gurdaspur. Pin-143521, Punjab, 

India. Have Changed My Name 

From Khan Chand Bubber To 

Kahan Chand. 

I Anjna Kumari Alias Anjna 

W/O Parshotam Lal, R/O House 

No.130/7, Mahilpur Hoshiarpur 

Punjab 146105 Have Changed 

My Name To Anjna Kumari.  

I Jasdeep Kaur W/O 

Dharmjit Singh Randhawa R/O 

Vpo. Tanel, Amritsar Have 

Changed My Name To Jasdeep 

Kaur Randhawa After Marriage, 

All Concerned Note. 

I Manpreet Singh S/O 

Jagmail Singh R/O Vpo. Roomi 

Distt. Ludhiana Have Changed 

My Name To  Manpreet Singh 

Gill. 

I Gurcharan Singh S/O 

Ranjeet Singh R/O Talwandi Bhai 

Distt. Ferozepur Have Changed 

My Name To Gurcharan Singh 

Brar. 

I Inderpreet Kaur Malhi W/O 

Manpreet Singh R/O Village Kot 

Karor Kalan Distt. Ferozepur 

Have Changed My Name TO 

Inderpreet Kaur After Marriage. 

I, Alpana Rajawat spouse of 

Mr Rajesh Singh resident of 

Village- Sameer Nagar, Post- 

Bhind, Tehsil & District- Bhind, 

State- MP, Pin- 477001, have 

changed my name from Alpana 

Rajawat to  KM Alpana Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB78434844697201W dated 19 

Jan 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Girija Mother of 

No.2806393L Hav Vijeesh AV 

resident of Village- Kadalundi, 

Post- Mannur, Tehsil- Calicut, 

District- Calicut, State- Kerala, 

Pin-673328, have changed my 

name from Girija to Girija A V Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB78125964534887W dated 18 

Jan 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Parkash Kaur Mother of 

No.4481234N Hav Balkar Singh 

resident of Village- Thathian, 

Post- Sathiala, Tehsil- Baba 

Bakala, District- Amritsar, State- 

Punjab, Pin- 143205, have 

changed my name from Parkash 

Kaur to Paso Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB78591268767788W dated 20 

Jan 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I Sunita Seth W/o Vikas 

Seth R/o H.no 43 Krishna Nagar , 

Jattal Road , Distt Panipat declare 

Sunita Seth and Sunita Anand 

both are my name and in future 

my name is Sunita Seth. 

I Prince s/o Shri Varinder 

Kumar R/O  Village Mullanpur, 

SAS Nagar, Mohali (Pb.) have 

change my name from Prince to 

Prince Kumar. 

Classifieds

LOST AND FOUND

CHANGE OF NAME

PUBLIC NOTICE

PRADHAN MANTRI GRAM SADAK YOJNA
(PMGSY)
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HIMACHAL PRADESH  PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

LOST & FOUND

I, Naresh Kumar S/o Sh. Ram Saran in 

respect of plot measuring 5 Marla or 150.0 sq. 

yards. i.e., which is 5/727 share out of 

property 36K-7M comprising of Khewat no. 

893, Khata no. 809, Rect & Killa no. 126//34, 

situated in the revenue estate of Jind, waka 

Rakba Syam Nagar colony Tehsil & District 

Jind as per Sale deed no. 2869 dated 

01.08.2014.I lost Sale deed no. 5275 dated 

28.03.2002 anywhere in Jind . A DDR also 

registered at Jind. I also declare that I have 

not taken any type of Loan, CC Limit or OD 

Limit on the said property. If anybody found 

and any concern with in this property, please 

contact , Ph no. 9992125944  within 7 day of 

this publication. 

COURT NOTICE

(U/o 5 Rule 20 CPC)

IN THE COURT OF Sh. 

Amardeep Singh Bains 

Additional Civil Judge (Senior 

Division), Mukerian

CNR No.:PBHOC0-000122-2019

Next Date:-07-02-2024

PAWAN KUMAR 

Vs.

PARVEEN SINGH 

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 4.

Kuldeep Singh Father:- Rattan 

Singh Village Kolian, Tehsil 

Mukerian, Distt. Hoshiarpur 

In above tiled case, the defendant 

(s)/ respondent (s) could not be 

served. It is ordered that 

defendant (s) /respondent (s) 

should appear in person or 

through counsel on 07-02-2024 at 

10:00 a.m.

Sh. Amardeep Singh Bains 

Additional Civil Judge

(Senior Division) 

Mukerian

Dated, this day of 19-01-2024 

COURT NOTICE

(U/o 5 Rule 20 CPC)

IN THE COURT OF Ms. Aarti 

Sharma Civil Judge (Junior 

Division), Mukerian 

CNR No.:PBHOC0-000089-2018

Next Date:- 31-01-2024

Subhash Chand S/o Dharam 

Singh R/o Village Bhambotar, 

Tehsil Mukerian, District 

Hoshairpur. 

Vs.

Kashmir Singh R/o Ranka Ram 

R/o Village Bhambotar, Tehsil 

Mukerian, District Hoshairpur. 

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 

3(a) Sanjeev Kumar S/o Santosh 

Kumar 3(b) Rajeev Kumar S/o 

Santosh Kumar 3(c) Sandeep 

Kumar S/o Santosh Kumar 18.

Ishya Devi D/o Dharam Singh 19.

Jit Kaur D/o Dharam Singh 36.

Screena Devi D/o Raj Kumar All 

resident of Village Bhambotar, 

Tehsil Mukerian, District 

Hoshiarpur. 9. Karmu S/o Lachhmi 

10. Girdhari S/o Lachhmi 11. Bano 

D/o Lachhmi 12. Pushpa Devi D/o 

Lachhmi 13. Sona S/o Lachhmi 

All resident of Village Gnari 

Nangal, Tehsil Amb, District Una 

(H.P.) 

21. Kashmir Singh S/o Vidhya 

Devi R/o Village Beh Chur, 

(Kamahi Devi), Tehsil Mukerian, 

District Hoshairpur. 23. Neha 

Sharma D/o Karam Singh R/o 

Kothi No.2188, Sector-15, 

Panchkula (Haryana) 24.

Darshana Devi D/o Kallo wife of 

Khushal Chand 27. Balwinder 

Singh S/o Kallo wife of Khushal 

Chand.

Both resident of Village Dhar, 

Tehsil Mukerian, District 

Hoshiarpur. 

In above titled case, the 

defendant(s)/ respondent(s) could 

not be served. It is ordered that 

defendant(s)/ respondent(s) 

should appear in person or 

through counsel on 30-01-2024 at 

10:00 a.m. 

For details logon to 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice & district= 

Hoshiarpur

Ms. Aarti Sharma  

Civil Judge (Junior Division),

Mukerian
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Benchmark indices Sensex
and Nifty pared initial
gains and settled lower

on Saturday due to selling in
FMCG and IT shares.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
fell by 259.58 points or 0.36 per
cent to settle at 71,423.65 as 24
of its components declined
and six advanced.

The Nifty declined 50.60
points or 0.23 per cent to
21,571.80.

Among the Sensex firms,
Kotak Bank, PowerGrid, ICICI
Bank, HDFC Bank, PowerGrid
were the major gainers.

HUL, TCS, M&M,
IndusInd Bank, HCL Tech

were among the losers.
"Amid rising optimism

about AI, US markets surged
over the weekend. However,
domestic markets exhibited a
subdued trend influenced by
extended holidays, low vol-
umes, and weekly option expi-
ration," Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit Financial
Services said.

Profit booking was noted
in IT and FMCG, while private
banks witnessed selective buy-
ing post the recent sharp cor-
rection and stable Q3 earnings,
Nair added.

Among sectors, FMCG
and IT stocks suffered the
most, while banks and financial
services gained. Shares of HUL and Reliance Industries were under

pressure after their December
quarter results.

Reliance Industries shares
settled 0.80 per cent down at Rs
2713.20 on BSE post its third
quarter earnings announce-
ment on Friday.

The company posted a 9
per cent rise in its December
quarter net profit as a planned
maintenance-induced weak-
ness in oil business earnings
was offset by stability in retail
and telecom verticals.

The stock of HUL was
closed 3.72 per cent down at Rs
2469.30 apiece.

Hindustan Unilever Ltd
on Friday reported an 1.08 per
cent increase in consolidated
net profit at Rs 2,508 crore in

the third quarter ended
December 2023.

On Friday, the 30-share
BSE Sensex jumped 496.37
points or 0.70 per cent to set-
tle at 71,683.23 points. The
Nifty climbed 160.15 points or
0.75 per cent to close at
21,622.40 points.

Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) offloaded equi-
ties worth Rs 3,689.68 crore on
Friday, according to exchange
data. NSE and BSE on Friday
announced holding normal
trading sessions on Saturday as
stock markets are closed on
January 22 amid a half-day hol-
iday declared by banks. Money
markets and forex trading will
also be closed on Monday.
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The number of women striv-
ing to join the active work-

force in the tier-II and III
cities witnessed a 13 per cent
growth in 2023 with 1 crore
applications, a report said on
Saturday.

In 2022, there were 2.7
crore applications from tier-II
and III cities, of which 87 lakh
were from women looking for
financial independence,
according to data from jobs

and professional networking
platform apna.Co.

According to the report,
the total applications for tier-
II and III cities in 2023 were 3.2
crore, of which 1 crore were
from women, the report said.

Over 100 job applications
per minute from women in
tier-II and III cities signal a
turning point in workforce
dynamics, the report said.

Over 80 per cent of these
applications are for office-
based roles, underlining the

eagerness of women to engage
in the workplace physically,
refusing to let the option of
working from home limit their
career growth, it revealed.

The report by apna.Co is
based on an analysis of data of
job applications and postings
on its platform in 2022 and
2023. There has been a tenfold
increase in managerial job
postings in sales support, enter-
prise sales, advertising, real
estate, inside sales, brand and
marketing and e-commerce, as

per the report. 
"Applications pouring in

from women in tier II-III
cities... Totaling 1 crore. The
surge reflects the unstoppable
rise of women in reshaping our
workforce," apna.Co founder
and CEO Nirmit Parikh said.

The report added that the
job market in the smaller cities
is witnessing a growth in fresh-
ers hiring with 60 per cent of
job postings in tier-II and III
cities specifically targeting
those new to the workforce.
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Shares of Hindustan Unilever
settled lower by nearly 4 per

cent on Saturday, after the
company reported its quarter-
ly earnings.

On Friday, the company
reported a 1.08 per cent
increase in consolidated net
profit to Rs 2,508 crore in the
third quarter ended December
2023.

Its revenue from sales of
products was slightly down at
Rs 15,259 crore in the
December quarter. The compa-
ny's HUL's total expenses in the
given period were marginally
higher at Rs 12,305 crore.

On the BSE, the shares of
the company opened at Rs
2,514.15, touched an intraday
low of Rs 2,465 and finally set-
tled at Rs 2,469.30, down by
3.72 per cent over its previous
close. Similar movement was
seen on the NSE as well, where
the stock opened at Rs 2,519.95,
then touched an intraday low
of Rs 2,466.10 and settled for
the day at Rs 2,470.00, lower by
3.72 per cent over its last close.
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Major investments in gen-
erative AI (artificial intel-

ligence), incentives from the
government and open-source
content can boost employment
generation and reduce dispar-
ities in the country, say experts.

Generative artificial intel-
ligence refers to the use of new-
age technology to create new
content like text, images, music,
audio, and videos.

"Generative AI will boost
new job roles and can help peo-
ple with limited skill levels per-
form higher level jobs, thus
reducing the economic divide",
said Vishal Talwar, Director,
IMT Ghaziabad in a state-
ment.

According to the state-
ment, highlighting the need for
robust infrastructure and spe-
cial provisions in the upcom-
ing budget for Generative AI-
related innovation, IMT
Ghaziabad steered a key dis-
cussion on Generative AI's
role in skill development, job
creation, and business educa-
tion transformation earlier this
month.

The deliberations conclud-

ed that major Investments in
Generative AI can boost
employment and reduce dis-
parities in society.

Talwar, emphasized during
the deliberation that in the
wake of India's ambitious AI
initiatives, including India's
AI Mission, the nation is poised
for a significant leap in AI-dri-
ven skill development and job
opportunities..

The IMT Ghaziabad envi-
sions a future where Generative
AI acts as a catalyst, not just for
technological advancements

but for empowering individu-
als with the skills needed in a
rapidly evolving job landscape,
he stated.

Prof. Mohanbir Sawhney
Associate Dean, Digital
Innovation, McCormick
Foundation Chair of
Technology, Director of the
Centre for Research in
Technology & Innovation,
Northwestern University's
Kellogg School of Management
said that Indian companies
can level the playing field in
Generative AI by using the

platforms and tools already
created and building upon
those tools to develop applica-
tions relevant for the Indian
context.

"We have big problems in
sectors like education, health-
care, agriculture. There are
massive opportunities for solv-
ing these problems with
uniquely Indian AI and
Generative AI-powered solu-
tions," he pointed out.

Given the scale of these
problems, he said, "I believe
they should be addressed by a
collaborative effort between
the private sector, the govern-
ment, and NGOs. We also
need to create nation-wide AI
skilling initiative to ensure that
we are building the talent
needed for the future.

Nitin Mishra, Chief
Technology Officer, ONDC,
opined that Generative AI can
improve the lives of people at
the bottom of the pyramid.

During the deliberations,
Raghav Gupta, MD, India and
Asia Pacific, Coursera, focused
on the role of Generative AI in
making learning more engag-
ing and widening access to
high-quality education.
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Retirement fund body EPFO
added 13.95 lakh net mem-

bers in November 2023, as per
the latest payroll data released
on Saturday.

Cumulative net addition of
members during the current
financial year continues to
remain higher than that of the
corresponding period of the
previous year, a labour ministry
statement said. 

According to the state-
ment, the EPFO's (Employees'
Provident Fund Organisation)
provisional payroll data high-
lighted that the body added
13.95 lakh net members in
November. The data indicates
that around 7.36 lakh new
members were enrolled during
the month.

The 18-25 age-group con-
stitutes 57.30 per cent of the
total new members added dur-
ing the month, showing that a
majority of members joining
the organised sector workforce
of the country are youth, who
are mostly first-time job seek-
ers.

The payroll data reflects
that about 10.67 lakh members
exited but rejoined EPFO dur-
ing the month.

In fact, these members
switched jobs and rejoined the
establishments covered under
the ambit of EPFO, and opted
to transfer their accumulations

instead of applying for final set-
tlement, thereby extending
their social security protec-
tion, it stated.

A gender-wise analysis of
payroll data showed that of the
7.36 lakh new members added,
around 1.94 lakh are new
female members joined EPFO
for the first time, it stated.

Total female members
addition during the month
stood at around 2.80 lakh. 

Percentage of net female
members of net subscriber
addition stood at 20.05 per cent
-- the highest since September
2023 -- showing a growing par-
ticipation of female employees
in the organised sector work-
force. 

State-wise analysis of pay-
roll data denotes that net
member addition is highest in
the f ive states/Union
Territories of Maharashtra,
Tamil  Nadu, Karnataka,
Haryana, and Delhi. 

These constitute around
58.81 per cent of net member
addition, with 8.20 lakh mem-
bers during the month. 

Of all states, Maharashtra
led with 21.60 per cent net
members additions.

Month-on-month compar-
ison of industry-wise data dis-
plays significant growth in the
members working in estab-
lishments engaged in agricul-
ture farms, coffee plantations,
sugar, rubber plantations, tiles. 
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The Steel Ministry has sus-
pended two board-level

officials of steel PSU SAIL and
one director of iron ore major
NMDC for alleged miscon-
duct, according to exchange
filings by the companies.

SAIL also has suspended
26 other officials with imme-
diate effect for violation of its
code of conduct, the steel PSU
said in a filing to BSE.

The filing said the
Ministry of Steel vide its let-
ters dated January 19, 2024,
"in exercise of the powers
conferred by sub-rule (1) of
Rule 20 of the Conduct,
Discipline and Appeal Rules,
1977 of Steel Authority of
India Limited, has placed
V.S. Chakravarthy, Director
(Commercial) and A.K.
Tulsiani, Director (Finance)
on suspension with immedi-
ate effect".

Another Steel Ministry
PSU NMDC also announced
that its board-level official, V.
Suresh, has been suspended
with immediate effect. 

"Ministry of Steel...In exer-
cise of the powers conferred by
sub-rule 1 of Rule 20 of the
Conduct, Discipline and
Appeal Rules, 1978 of NMDC
Ltd. Has placed V. Suresh,
Director (Commercial),
NMDC Ltd. Under suspension
with immediate effect,"
NMDC said.

SAIL also said that 26
below-board-level officials of
the company have also been

suspended with immediate
effect

"The company has also
placed some below-board level
officials which include S.K.
Sharma, ED (F&A), CMC,
Vinod Gupta, ED
(Commercial), Atul Mathur,
ED (Sales & ITD) and R.M.
Suresh, ED (Marketing
Services), on suspension with
immediate effect," it said. 

In a separate statement,
SAIL said the issue pertains to
some investigations being car-
ried out as per the directions
of Lokpal. 

SAIL Chairman
Amarendu Prakash said "The
company's business is being
carried out as usual and it is
not going to impact the perfor-
mance of the company. We are
dedicated to uphold the high-
est standards of corporate gov-
ernance and ethical conduct.
SAIL continues to stand strong
in the industry focussing on
quality and customer satisfac-
tion." 

SAIL, under the Ministry
of Steel, is the country's largest
steel-making company, while
NMDC is India's largest iron
ore producing entity.
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Shares of Reliance Industries
recovered some of the lost

ground and settled for the day
lower by 0.80 per cent on
Saturday after the company
reported its quarterly earn-
ings.

During the morning deals,
it fell 1.30 per cent as the oil-
to-retail-to-telecom conglom-
erate reported a consolidated
net profit of Rs 17,265 crore in
the third quarter of the current
fiscal, 9.3 per cent higher com-
pared to the year-ago period.

The stock touched an intra-
day low of Rs 2,698.60 during
the day on the BSE. Later, it
recovered some of the early lost
ground and ended at Rs
2,713.20, lower by 0.80 per cent
from the previous close.

On the NSE, the shares of
Reliance Industries opened at Rs
2,730.00, then fell to Rs 2,700.00
and finally settled for the day at
Rs 2,716.00, down 0.69 per cent
over its last close. Reliance
Industries' quarter-on-quarter
profit was lower when compared
to Rs 17,394 crore earnings in
the preceding three months
ended September 30.
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In its pre-Budget wish list,
realtors apex body CREDAI

has urged the government to
increase tax exemption limit on
principal amount as well as
interest paid on home loans to
boost demand for residential
properties.

Confederation of Real
Estate Developers' Associations

of India (CREDAI) has also
sought changes in definition of
affordable housing.

In its pre-Budget recom-
mendations, CREDAI has
sought deduction under sec-
tion 80C for principal repay-
ment of housing loan should be
increased from existing limit of
Rs 1.5 lakh.

Alternatively, it suggested
that the deduction for princi-

pal repayment of housing loan
should be considered for a
separate or standalone exemp-
tion.

Moreover, CREDAI said
the definition of affordable
housing, which was capped at
Rs 45 lakh, was given in 2017
and is yet to change since.

"Due to inflation alone,
there has been significant rise
in real estate prices in the past

7 years. As per data from the
National Housing Bank
(NHB), there has been an
increase of 24 per cent in
housing rates since June 2018
in India, which makes the cur-
rent cap of Rs 45 lakh extreme-
ly unfeasible for developers to
adhere to," it argued.

CREDAI has recommend-
ed that the definition of afford-
able housing to be revised as "a

unit with 90 square meter
RERA carpet area in Metros
Cities and 120 square meter
RERA Carpet Area in Non-
metros without a cap on cost of
the unit".

Among other major
demand, the association said
the present limit for deduction
of interest on home loans
under section 24(b) is Rs 2
lakh.
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The amusement industry is grow-
ing at 15 per cent and is likely to

reach the Rs 25,000 crore mark by
2030 or even before that in the coun-
try, say industry officials.

Industry experts said that the sec-
tor holds huge potential for job cre-
ation and offers investment opportu-
nities in religious and mythological
theme-based parks with the help of
technological innovation, laser shows
and others.

Speaking at a panel discussion on
the growth of tourism, amusement,
food, travel, Indian Association of
Amusement Parks and Industries
(IAAPI) chairman Shrikant Goenka
said that the amusement industry is
growing at the rate of 15 per cent, and
there are huge employment opportu-
nities."

There are immense investment

opportunities to create more theme-
based stories, mythological and reli-
gious theme parks with the help of
technological innovation, laser shows,
videos etc. At various religious cir-

cuits which are being developed by
the Centre and State tourism boards,
Goenka said.

"Our annual turnover stands at Rs
11,500 crore and we hope that it will

reach Rs 25,000 crore by 2030 or we
will be able to achieve this figure even
before that," Goenka said. 

There are about 300 amusement
parks and 2,500 indoor amusement
centres in India. 

Panelists that included Arun
Chittilappilly, Managing Director,
Wonderla Holidays, Jai Malpani,
Managing Director of Imagicaaworld
and Abhishek Bansal, Executive
Director of Pacific Development
Corporation also discussed the growth
prospects in the amusement industry
in collaboration with other related
associations like travel, food will help
in driving tourism in the country. 

Experts also discussed the growth
of the amusement industry in recent
years, the opportunities that exist, and
the challenges ahead at the event on
Friday, the Indian Association of
Amusement Parks and Industries
(IAAPI) said in a statement. 
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ICICI Bank on Saturday said its consolidat-
ed net profit for the December quarter

jumped 25.7 per cent to Rs 11,052.60 crore,
up from Rs 8,792.42 crore. 

The second largest private sector lender
posted a 23.6 per cent rise in standalone net
profit for the third quarter of the current fis-
cal to Rs 10,272 crore.

The bank's core net interest income was
up 13.4 per cent to Rs 18,678 crore, on the
back of net interest margin narrowing to 4.43
per cent and the domestic advances growth
coming at 18.8 per cent.

The bank's other income grew 19.8 per
cent to Rs 5,975 crore during the reporting
quarter. 

Its provisions came down to Rs 1,049.37
crore from the Rs 2,257.44 crore in the year-
ago period, helping the profit growth.
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New Delhi: Material Recycling Association of India is organis-
ing the 11th IMRC conference and expo on the recycling indus-
try from January 23-25 at Biswa Bangla Mela Prangan, Kolkata.
The 11th IMRC conference and Expo is Asia’s biggest event which
will be attended by more than 2,000 delegates having 200
exhibitors from more than 35 countries are participating in this
event.  The year 2024 will turn out to be the year in which India's
newly introduced reforms will propel it into a growth trajecto-
ry exceeding 8 per cent which will cross the $4 trillion GDP mark,
said Sanjay Mehta, president, MRAI.

Ayodhya: Havells has com-
pleted the project of lighting
Shri Ram Mandir in Ayodhya.
We feel honored and privileged
to have been entrusted with the
responsibility of illuminating
Shri Ram Mandir, contributing
to the timeless legacy of this
sacred site, said Parag
Bhatnagar, president, Havells
India.
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Ill-timed side-lining of expe-
rienced players, apparent
inconsistency in tempo, and

inability to address long-stand-
ing weaknesses — there would
be plenty to ponder for the
Indian women’s hockey team
when it gets down to the ardu-
ous task of rebuilding for the
next Olympic cycle after the
shocking failure to qualify for
Paris.
The 0-1 loss to Japan in the
third-place match of the FIH
Olympic Qualifiers here on
Friday can seem stunning on the
face of it but dig just a little bit
deeper and it would be appar-
ent that the debacle was a long
time coming.
Skipper Savita Punia and her
teammates had tears rolling
down their dejected faces and all
one could see in their eyes was
uncertainty, perhaps a hint of
fear too as to what awaits them
next.
“I don’t know,” said the team’s
very shaken coach Janneke
Schopman unable to articulate
what the future holds for either
her or her wards.
Hockey India has ruled out any
drastic measures and quite
frankly with an Olympic cycle
lost, what would any drastic
measure achieve at this point?
The rebuilding process, after all,
has to be a carefully thought out
one.

Having qualified for two consec-
utive Olympics in 2016 and
2020 after efforts of more than
three decades, the Indian
women made gradual progress
at the world level.
The big moment under the sun
was of course the Tokyo
Olympics. There was no medal
but the side’s gallantry in a
campaign that fetched it the
fourth spot won over the nation,
which decided that these women
deserved to be feted as much as
those who came back with a
medal around their necks.
So, what changed in a matter of
three years? Where did the
momentum go?
The answer to these questions is
not an all-encompassing one
fact. 
The first of the many reasons
probably lies in the loss of their
charismatic Dutch coach Sjoerd
Marijne, who decided to pack
his bags after Tokyo as he did-
n’t want to stay away from his
family in a high-pressure job.
Marijne had created a very
committed, happy unit that
roared in Tokyo and Schopman,
also from the Netherlands, was
his assistant at that point. It
looked like a smooth transition
of role to her.
But clearly, she has struggled to
get the balance right even
though to her credit, the team
did rise to its highest ever world
number six standing on the back
of some good performances.

And that’s why none could be
faulted for believing that this
team ought to have made it to
Paris in the Asian Games last
year, where a gold was needed
to seal the deal.
Instead, the Indians brought

home a bronze, one would say
a medal nonetheless but then, it
was just that, a medal which did
not fetch them the bigger prize
on offer.
That result should have set
alarm bells ringing but call it

complacency or confidence,
there was immense belief that in
Ranchi, the job would be done.
And now that it hasn’t happened,
the questions are aplenty.
“...Obviously it has been a disap-
pointing outing for us. We now

have to start from the scratch
and have four years time in hand
to prepare for the next
Olympics,” Hockey India secre-
tary general Bholanath Singh
told PTI.
The optimism of his statement

can barely hide the fact that it
would be a hustle for the team
and that decades of hard work
has come undone in a matter of
months. And HI has a lot to
answer as well for its own role
in what has transpired.
Rani Rampal, the mid-field ful-
crum and captain of the side in
Tokyo, was axed within months
of the Games without so much
as a proper explanation.
There were murmurs of rift in
the side and the currently 29-
year-old did not mince words in
saying that only the coach, the
team management and the selec-
tors knew just why she was being
ignored.
A nagging hamstring injury
had a role to play perhaps but
her exclusion from the Asian
Games squad was still a sur-
prise and she made her dis-
pleasure clear especially after
making a strong case for come-
back with 18 goals in the
National Games. 
What followed was HI’s bizarre
decision to appoint her as the
coach of sub-junior players
despite the fact that she had not
yet retired. She accepted the role
but refused to give up on a pos-
sible comeback on the field.
Seasoned defender and penalty
corner specialist Deep Grace
Ekka and drag-flicker Gurjit
Kaur also made way for younger
players but the experiment did-
n’t yield the desired result, as was
visible here.

While Gurjit was simply drop-
ped, Deep Grace, after talking
about how devastated she felt
following the Asian Games
heartbreak, opted out of the
Olympic Qualifiers for person-
al reasons.
The two were key players for
India in Tokyo even though one
could argue that the team man-
agement was entitled to take a
punt on youth.
Their replacements — Deepika
and Udita —, however, lacked
consistency.
“Deepika is young and doesn’t
have that experience, while
Udita has just one slap shot.
There is no variation,” said for-
mer India captain Ajitpal Singh.
“I don’t know why the Indian
team management didn’t select
Deep Grace and Gurjit, who are
very good from penalty corners
and also have the experience
behind their backs,” he won-
dered.
Having said that, it is not that the
Indians played badly in the
tournament, but they were guilty
of not playing to their strength
which is attacking hockey.
Skipper Savita, who is also the
goalkeeper, mid-fielder Neha
Goyal, forward Navneet Kaur
are among those who would face
some tough questions. 
But for any fair assessment, the
team will have to first overcome
the agony of missing out on an
Olympics. And that wound will
take a while to heal. 
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Young Raiza Dhillon secured
India’s 18th quota place for

the Paris Games with a silver
medal in women’s skeet event of
the Asia Olympic Qualification
for Shotgun here on Saturday.
Dhillon, 19, looked to be on top
of her game and led the six-
women final till it reached the
halfway stage, following which
the Indian missed two-three
targets to cede ground to China’s
Jinmei Gao, who won the gold
medal by shooting 56 targets in
the 60-shot final. 
Dhillon finished second with 52
hits. 
Both Gao and Dhillon secured
a Paris Games quota each for
their respective country. 
Dhillon’s compatriot Mahesh-
wari Chauhan settled for the
bronze with 43, while Ganemat
Sekhon, the other Indian shoot-
er in the final, ended in fourth
position with 30.
To begin with, Dhillon was on
top of the table with six out of

six targets. The Indian continued
to lead the final with 14 hits,
remaining two ahead of Gao. 
However, in what was turning
out to be an engrossing final,
Dhillon then missed two targets
as Gao went in lead for the first
time in the competition. 
Dhillon missed again in the next
outing as the Chinese main-
tained her lead to leave the two
Indians — Dhillon and
Chauhan — to fight for the sil-
ver medal. Dhillon prevailed to
enter the fight for the gold
medal, as Chauhan left her sta-
tion with bronze. 
Dhillon missed twice at the
start of gold medal contest, as
Gao led by three points to seal
the issue in her favour. 
Earlier, Sekhon was second in
the qualification with a total
score of 117, Chauhan was
placed third with 115 after pre-
vailing in shoot-off with Qatar’s
Al Sharshani Reem, while
Dhillon qualified for the final in
sixth place, completing the top
six lineup. 
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Tokyo Olympics silver medallist Tai Tzu
Ying of Chinese Taipei progressed to her

second successive women’s singles final of
the season with a straight-game win over
Singapore’s yeo Jia Min at the India Open
Super 750 tournament here on Saturday.
The former world number one, who has
decided to retire after this season, had fin-
ished runner-up at Malaysia Open Super
1000 last week.
On Saturday, the fourth seeded Taiwanese
erased a six-point deficit in the second game
to record a 21-13 21-18 win over world no.
20 Jia Min in the first women’s singles semi-
final.
She will face the winner of the all-Chinese
semifinal match between Olympic champi-

on and second seed Chen Yu Fei and Eang
Zhi Yi.
Tai Tzu was behind in both the games but
stepped up just in time to outwit Jia Min,
who suffered her fifth straight loss to the
Taiwanese in as many meetings.

The Chinese shuttlers continued their
impressive run with two of their pairs pro-
gressing to the finals of mixed and women’s
doubles competition in the tournament.
World no. 5 Jiang Zhen Bang and Wei Ya
Xin were the first to dazzle as they beat
Korea’s Kim Won Ho and Jeong Na Eun 21-
19, 21-18 in the mixed doubles semifinals
at the KD Jadhav Indoor Hall.
The world no. 7 pair of Zhang Shu Xian and
Zheng Yu then prevailed over compatriots
Li Wen Mei and Liu Xuan Xuan 19-21, 21-
17, 21-18 in the women’s doubles semi-finals.
World no. 7 Dechapol Puavaranukroh and
Sapsiree Taerattanachai of Thailand also
made it to the summit clash after beating Ye
Hong Wei and Lee Chia Hsin of Chinese
Taipei in the second semifinals in mixed
doubles category. 
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Celebrating the 500th match-
win milestone of his career,

Rohan Bopanna says his consis-
tent success had a lot to do with
the clarity of thought and
improved health that came with
practising Iyengar Yoga.
Bopanna and his Australian
partner Matthew Ebden beat
John Millman and Edward
Winter in the second round of
the Australian Open. This was
Bopanna’s 501st win of his
career.
Bopanna is one of the most suc-
cessful Indian tennis players.
Leander Paes and Sania Mirza
have enjoyed more than 700
wins in their respective glorious
careers while Mahesh Bhupathi
ended his own successful career
just three short of the 700-win
mark.
“It’s a truly special feeling that I
got myself to 500 wins. There
have been a lot of sacrifices in
this journey and a lot of people
were with me during this time,”
Bopanna, who is still going
strong at the age of 43, told offi-
cial broadcast channel while
talking to former Indian player
Somdev Devvarman.
Asked about the changes and
adjustments he had to make
during his journey, Bopanna
said he had altered his playing
style of serve and volley and
restricted himself to baseline
play due to a knee issue.
“It was very difficult to not be
able to serve and volley which I
was always taught to do and was

my style. I did not have cartilages
on my knee and it would pain.
“I had to manage it and find new
ways of playing that worked
while playing at the highest
level. Back in 2020, during the
pandemic, I started doing the
Iyengar Yoga and that signifi-
cantly made a positive impact on
my health. I could do 90-minute
sessions four times a week.”
Iyengar Yoga is a style of yoga
taught and made famous by
Bellur Krishnamachar Sundara-
raja Iyengar, who was a yoga
teacher and author of many
books on yoga.
“I think mentally also I became
much stronger. I was clearer in
the way I was thinking while
playing tennis. That made a
great difference, it resulted in a
great last year for me as I
enjoyed myself being on the
court.”
At 43, Bopanna became the old-
est tennis player to win a ATP
Masters series doubles title when
he triumphed at Indians Masters
with partner Ebden.
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Amatured and experienced
HS Prannoy is enjoying the

best phase of his career and
would be one of the dark hors-
es at the Paris Olympics, reck-
ons Denmark’s head coach
Kenneth Jonassen.
Prannoy had a phenomenal
season in 2023, winning a maid-
en bronze medal at the Asian
Games and World Champion-
ships, and also sealed his first
super 500 title at the Malaysia
Masters besides finishing run-
ner-up at Australia Open.
Jonassen, who has coached the
likes of world no. 1 Viktor
Axelsen and world no. 7 Anders
Antonsen, believes Prannoy has
an all-round game and is men-
tally strong.
“I definitely see him as one of

dark horses. The last 12 months
that he’s had, he is again
extremely confidence. His game
is very rounded. It’s a good

attack, good defense, very phys-
ical appearance, fast and men-
tally very strong on court,”
Jonassen told PTI during an

interview.
Prannoy, 31, qualified for his
maiden semifinal at the India
Open Super 750 badminton
tournament after defeating
Chinese Taipei’s Wang Tzu Wei
here on Friday.
“I see him as one of those out-
siders that maybe not go in as a
favourite. But one of those that
when he puts in his his ‘A’ game
is very, very hard to beat, no
matter who you are.
“And, I think a little bit what has
seemed to have happened, he
has been injury free for a long
time. He is slowly getting con-
fidence and then matured and
experienced, all put into one.
“And that’s why I believe, togeth-
er with his coaches, he’s enjoy-
ing, I think, the best time of his
badminton career at the
moment.”
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Outside of a great honey-
moon to start 2023, Lydia

Ko had a year she’d pretty much
like to forget. She struggled
mightily on the golf course after
winning three times the previ-
ous season, and on several occa-
sions left the 18th green at a
tournament in tears.
Ko, a 19-time LPGA Tour win-
ner, two-time major champion
and still only 26, will have a great
chance to bounce back this
weekend at the Hilton Grand
Vacations Tournament of
Champions on the Lake Nona
course she now calls home.
Ko played bogey-free for a 5-
under 67 as temperatures began
to cool in the LPGA’s season
opener, and she heads into the
weekend alongside Japan’s Ayaka
Furue (71) in a share of the 36-
hole lead.
They were at 8-under 136.
Scotland’s Gemma Dryburgh
(68) and Mexico’s Gaby Lopez,
a former TOC champion who
shot 71, are two shots back.
Defending champion Brooke
Henderson and Alexa Pano - at
19, the youngest player in this
week’s field - will begin the week-
end three shots out of the lead.
Both shot 70 on Friday.
Ko tasted success elsewhere in
2023, winning an event on the

Ladies European Tour (the Saudi
Ladies International) and an
unofficial mixed-team tourna-
ment alongside the PGA Tour’s
Jason Day late in the year. That
gave her the confidence she was
searching for.
Her results on the LPGA were
a mess. After a tie for sixth to
begin her season in Thailand last
February, Ko teed it up in 19
other LPGA events, with only
one other top-10 finish. She
failed to qualify for the year-end-
ing CME Group Tour
Championship, which was

something of a shock to her sys-
tem.
Two days into the TOC - which
features LPGA winners from the
past two years - Ko’s game
appears strong, and very steady.
She ripped a 3-wood into the
par-5 ninth hole to set up an
eagle from 9 feet and finished
strongly with a 4-hybrid to 15
feet to run in one last birdie at
the 18th hole. She missed only
one green on a challenging day. 
Ko and her fellow LPGA pros
will be tested this weekend with
a cold front expected to drop

temperatures into the low 40s
Fahrenheit. On Friday, she and
a few other late finishers, includ-
ing Furue, dealt with rain at the
end of the round.
“It wasn’t easy, especially the
wind picking up after nine
holes,” Ko said. “So that’s going
to be the mindset for the next
couple days ... But definitely glad
that I’m done and it’s still rain-
ing outside.”
One season after leading the
LPGA in total strokes gained on
the field, Ko slipped to 56th last
season. Ko is close enough to be

thinking about the World Golf
Hall of Fame - she is two points
away, with victories counting as
one point and majors two - and
she enters a new season
refreshed, with a new coach (Si
Woo Lee) and boosted confi-
dence.
Furue, a 23-year-old who is a
strong putter and owns one
LPGA victory at the 2022
Scottish Open, did not play as
well as she did a day earlier,
when she opened with a tourna-
ment-record 65. But she man-
aged to hang in there in more
difficult conditions. Furue did
not make her first birdie until the
12th hole, and one more birdie
on the shortened par-5 15th car-
ried her to an under-par round.
The LPGA members play 72
holes of stroke play in their sea-
son opener, doing so alongside
a field of 50 athletes and celebri-
ties who compete in a separate
division using a Modified
Stableford points system.
Annika Sorenstam, a 72-time
winner on the LPGA and a Lake
Nona resident, is tied with for-
mer NHL player Jeremy
Roenick for first among the
celebrities, with 75 points.
Former MLB pitcher Derek
Lowe, who clipped Sorenstam in
a playoff two years ago, had one
of his best rounds, shooting the
equivalent of 70 on Friday.
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Aymen Hussein scored both goals as Iraq
shocked Asian Cup favorite Japan 2-1 to claim

a place in the knockout stage on Friday.
Hussein struck twice in the first half at Education
City Stadium to inflict Japan’s first group-stage loss
at the Asian Cup since 1988. An injury-time head-
er from Wataru Endo was a late consolation for
Japan.
The win lifted Iraq, the 2007 champion, to the top
of Group D and a guaranteed spot in the round
of 16. Four-time winner Japan, Asia’s highest-
ranked team at 17, was second.
“It’s impossible to have a perfect match but we were
close to perfect,” Iraq’s Spanish coach, Jesus Casas,
said. “It is a great day for the people of Iraq.”
Iraq took the lead after just six minutes when Japan
goalkeeper Zion Suzuki palmed Ali Jasim’s cross
from the left straight to Hussein, who headed it
home.
Japan streamed forward in search of an equaliz-
er but Iraq defended in numbers and doubled its
lead in first-half added time. Hussein headed in
Aymed Yahya’s cross.
“Conceding at the end of the first half hit us hard
and made it a very difficult game,” Japan coach
Hajime Moriyasu said.
Japan was awarded a penalty 10 minutes into the
second half after Takuma Asano was judged to
have fouled by Rebin Sulaka. However, referee
Khalid Al-Turais overturned his original decision
after viewing the pitchside monitor.
Endo eventually got Japan within a goal in added
time when goalkeeper Jalal Hachim failed to col-
lect the ball.

Indonesia moved level with Japan in the stand-
ings after beating Vietnam 1-0.
The deadlock was broken after 42 minutes when
Nguyen Thanh Binh pulled Rafael Struick’s shirt
in the area. Captain Asnawi Mangkualam fired
home the penalty to give Indonesia the victory and
a chance of a place in the second stage for the first
time.
Vietnam, which has lost both of its games, was
reduced to 10 men late in the game after Le Pham
Thanh Long’s second yellow card.
In the final round of games in the group on
Wednesday, Vietnam takes on Iraq while Japan
meets Indonesia.
In Group C, Iran defeated Hong Kong 1-0 to
secure a place in the round of 16. Mehdi Ghayedi
scored with more than an hour left.
The win put three-time champion Iran on top, two
points ahead of the United Arab Emirates. The
teams meet on Tuesday. Hong Kong stayed on the
bottom with successive defeats, a point behind
final group opponent Palestine.
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Pitching full length deliveries,
attacking the stumps and set-

ting straighter field placements
should be the mantra for
England pacers when they
counter a star-studded Indian
batting line-up during the
upcoming Test series, says South
Africa great Allan Donald.
Donald had toured India in 1996
and in 1999-00. On the second
occasion, South Africa managed
to blank India 2-0 with four
pronged pace attack comprising
Donald himself, Shaun Pollock,
Nantie Hayward and Jacques
Kallis making life miserable for
Indian batters.
Donald, in fact, had dismissed
Rahul Dravid at Wankhede sta-
dium and Sachin Tendulkar at
Chinnaswamy stadium during
that series.
An acclaimed bowling coach
now, Donald was asked what
could potentially work for the
likes of James Anderson, Ollie
Robinson and co during the next
five weeks and he narrated what
they did during the 1999-2000
series. 
“Our mindset was always to
attack when Hansie Cronje was
captain. Coach (late) Bob
Woolmer obviously had more
Indian experience than we ever
did because he played a fair bit,
he coached there, understood
the mindset, Indian mindset and
the mentality,” Donald told PTI
during an interaction arranged
by SA20.
“The first thing we always talked
about was the importance of the
first 25 to 30 overs with a new
ball. And the length was always
going to be slightly fuller, attack-
ing the stumps, setting straight
fields almost straight away.”
The ‘White Lightening’ feels
that English pacers would know

that pitches won’t have a lot of
carry. 
“We knew that there weren’t
going to be much carry in the
pitches, so bringing the stumps
into play almost every ball is
important. And if there is a bit
of swing, that’s the only thing
that you’ve got to work with in
a short space of time,” he
explained.
Donald believes that setting
negative fields like stationing a
deep square leg or sweeper is
actually a negative strategy in
India.
“Once we get past that new ball,
you don’t set negative fields, you
don’t have sweepers out, but you
do have maybe an extra fielder
out into the covers. It gives you
that extra protection,” he further
elaborated.
Donald, who was Bangladesh’s
bowling coach till ODI World
Cup, said he would love to be
back in the IPL set-up like ear-
lier times when he was associ-
ated with RCB and before that
with a franchise in SA20.
“I’d love to, I really do. Obviously,
when SA 20 came in, I was busy
with Bangladesh, so that would
have been in conflict of interest. 
“So I missed out there and
hopefully next year something
comes up. And hopefully even
in the IPL, with the years going
forward, I had such a wonder-
ful time with RCB. It’s a magnif-
icent franchise. 
“And not to talk about the IPL,
IPL is just an amazing two
months that you will never for-
get. It’s the best tournament in
the world. There’s no question
about it. 
“I’m definitely not discounting
myself out. It’s just a matter of
getting an opportunity or foot in
the door and hopefully that
will happen next year,” the leg-
end said. 
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Given their recent success
with the ‘Bazball’ approach,

former skipper Nasser Hussain
has warned against writing off
England’s chances in the
upcoming five-match Test
series in India, though the
hosts will start as firm
favourites.
Since embracing Bazball,
England are yet to lose a Test
series, while India remain
unbeaten at home since 2012-
13.
“India are the favourites, but
every single challenge Bazball
has faced they’ve stuck to their
guns and Ben Stokes and
Brendon McCullum’s record is
seriously good, I wouldn’t write
them off,” Hussain told Sky
Sports.
“Bazball has been very success-
ful, especially at home, and the
two toughest places to tour are
India or Australia. It’s going to
be a massive challenge for
England.
“India want to see how this new
approach will work at home. It
will be fascinating cricket and
will be interesting to see how
this particular side will go
against what is one of the great

cricketing outfits at the
moment, which is the India
side.”
‘INDIA’S SPINNERS ARE
VERY DIFFERENT TO
ENGLAND’S’: With the Indian
pitches traditionally being slow,
spin will again play an impor-
tant role. Former captain
Michael Atherton feels the
Indian spin attack offers more
variety. 
“If you go to India, spin will play
a big part, it historically has
done, and I suspect it always
will do. India do have a very
strong seam attack as well.

“India’s four spinners are very
different to England’s. They
have two left-arm finger spin-
ners in Ravindra Jadeja and
Axar Patel. They have a wrist
spinner in Kuldeep Yadav, and
Ravichandran Ashwin is one of
the greatest spinners of all time.
“England have a solid left-arm
spinner in Jack Leach and then
three very inexperienced spin-
ners after that with Tom
Hartley, Shoaib Bashir and
Rehan Ahmed. It will be a par-
ticular challenge for them, but
the selectors see a high ceiling
for them,” he said.
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Narayan Jagadeesan smas-
hed his way to unbeaten

245 as it propelled Tamil Nadu
team to a commendable first
innings score of 489 against
Railways on the second day of
its Ranji Trophy Group C fix-
ture. Resuming the day on
286 for five, Jagadeesan added
45 more to bring up his maid-
en first-class double ton.
He got decent support from the
other end and added another
45 before eventually running
out of partners. For Railways,
Akash Pandey grabbed three
whereas, with the bat, it man-
aged to finish the day on 126
for two, with Pratham Singh
currently batting on 76.
Openers Shivam Chaudhary
(16) and Vivek Singh (11) have
been dismissed for the

Railways, with Sandeep
Warrier knocking them over in
both instances. In another
Group C in Mysore, courtesy
hundreds from Mayank
Agarwal (114) and Devdutt
Padikkal (101) have propelled
Karnataka to 251 for 4.
Karnataka has managed to fin-
ish Day 2 on 251 for four, trail-
ing by 70 runs, with Goa’s Dar-
shan Misal and Mohit Redkar
clutching two wickets each.
Earlier, Karnataka bundled out
Goa for 321. The visitors began
the day on 228 for eight, with
Arjun Tendulkar (53) being
their last man to be dismissed,
whereas Snehal Kauthankar
(83) was their top scorer.
Vijaykumar Vyshak, M
Venkatesh and Rohit Kumar
got three wickets each for
Karnataka.
In Chandigarh’s Group C

encounter, Gujarat finished
Day 2 on 86 for two against
Chandigarh after the opening
day’s play was called off due to
bad light.
With the hosts opting to field,
Gujarat was reeling at 19 for
two, as Jagjit Singh dismissed
both openers Priyank Panchal
(5) and Urvil Patel (14).
Also, in Mohali’s Group C
meet, Punjab finished Day 2 on
78 for seven versus Tripura
after Day 1’s play was suspend-
ed due to poor visibility. As the
visitors chose to field, it turned
out to be the right decision.
So far, Punjab opener
Prabhsimran Singh (21) and
Nehal Wadhera (33) have been
the only two lads to enter dou-
ble figures, while for Tripura,
Manisankar Murasingh and
Rana Dutta have captured two
wickets each.

BRIEF SCORES:
IN COIMBATORE: Tamil
Nadu 489 (Narayan Jagadeesan
245, Boopathi Kumar 67; Sai
Kishore 59; Akash 3/102) leads
Railways 126-2 (Pratham
Singh 76 batting; Sandeep
Warrier 2/35) by 363 runs.
IN MYSORE: Goa 321 (Snehal
Kauthankar 83, Arjun
Tendulkar 52, Heramb Parab
53; Vijaykumar Vyshak 3/76, M
Venkatesh 3/41, Rohit Kumar
3/90) leads Karnataka 251-4
(Mayank Agarwal 114, Devdutt
Padikkal 101; Mohit Redkar
2/65) by 70 runs.
IN CHANDIGARH: Gujarat
86-2 (Sunpreetsingh Bagga 39;
Jagjit Singh 2/27) vs
Chandigarh.
IN MOHALI: Punjab 78-7
(Nehal Wadhera 33; Manisan-
kar Murasingh 2/11) vs
Tripura.
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Left-arm spinners Saumy Kumar
Pandey and Musheer Khan head-
lined a dominant Indian perfor-

mance as the defending champions out-
classed Bangladesh by 84 runs in their
opening game of the ICC U-19 World
Cup here Saturday.
While the total of 251 for 7 didn’t look
big, the two Indian spinners choked the
run-flow, shooting out ‘Tiger Cubs’ for
a meagre 167 in 45.5 overs.
Skipper Uday Saharan (64 off 94 balls)
and left-handed opener Adarsh Singh
(76 off 96 balls) hit half-centuries after
Bangladesh invited the holders to take
first strike. 
Saumy (4/24) was economical and
bowled the lethal arm ball with a skid-
dy action while all-rounder Musheer
(2/35) tossed it up and got enough drift
to tighten the noose around
Bangladeshi batters. 
Musheer, younger brother Mumbai’s
domestic stalwart Sarfaraz Khan, was
a livewire on the field. He also effect-
ed a run-out.
What was impressive to see was no
overt celebrations from either Saumy or
Musheer, who carried on their job like
thoroughbred professionals.

It was a fairly ill-tempered match with
players from both sides indulging in
sledging as the two teams have histo-
ry of tension across senior men, senior
women and U-19 level.
For Indian team, it was a sweet revenge
after losing the Asia Cup semi-final to
Bangladesh.

While the Indian batters found it dif-
ficult to get boundaries, the target was
never below par as average score of
teams batting first in Youth ODIs (U-
19 ODI) at this ground was 201, and the
highest successful chase being 243. 
In fact, India’s 251/7 on the day was the
third highest score at this ground.

The team’s designated finisher Sachin
Dhas showed admirable technique
and temperament during death overs
with a nice little unbeaten cameo of 26
off 20 balls that took the score past 250-
run mark. The pulled six off seamer
Rohanat Doullah Borson was a treat for
the eyes.

This despite allowing Bangladeshi
bowlers to bowl dot balls worth 26 overs
during their innings.
Left-arm seamer Maruf Mridha (5/43)
did damage at the start and during slog
overs by bowling in right areas but
would be a bit miffed with his skipper,
who got his calculations wrong and did-
n’t let him complete his quota of 10
overs.
Possessing a skiddy action like
Mustafizur Rahaman, Maruf varied his
lengths, bowled closer to stumps at the
start and mixed cutters with wide york-
ers at the death to make life difficult for
the India colts.
The foundation of the Indian innings
was laid by Adarsh (76 off 96 balls) and
skipper Saharan (64 off 94 balls), who
added 116 runs for the third wicket in
nearly 23.5 overs.
The two youngsters didn’t look com-
fortable against the Bangladesh spinners
— offie Sheikh Paevez Jibon (0/39) and
left-arm spinner Mahfuzur Rahaman
Rabby (1/41).
The two spinners didn’t let the set bat-
ters get away as Adarsh had six fours
and Saharan only four. In fact, Indian
batters got only 14 boundaries and two
sixes in 50 overs but it proved to be
enough in the end. 
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Kona Bharat made a strong
case for his selection for the

first Test against England with an
attacking hundred as India A
made hot pursuit of an improb-
able winning target of 490 before
the opening first-class game
against England Lions ended in
a draw, here Saturday.
When umpires called off pro-
ceedings on the fourth and final
day, India were 426 for 5 in 125
overs, eventually finishing 64
runs short of the target.
Bharat, whose batting perfor-
mances left a lot to be desired in
Test matches, made 116 not out
off 165 balls with 15 boundaries.
With India looking to give relief
to KL Rahul from keeping wick-
ets, Bharat’s century would come
as a big relief for his greatest
backer, head coach Rahul
Dravid, who has been bullish
about playing the Andhra play-
er in Tests despite his below-par
batting record.
Manav Suthar, who came in as
night-watchman on third
evening, remained unbeaten on
a dogged 89 off 254 balls with 16
boundaries — 10 of which came
off left-arm spinner Callum
Parkinson (3/182).
While B Sai Sudharsan (97 off

208 balls) missed out on a hun-
dred, Bharath-Suthar duo took
full advantage of flat deck adding
207 runs for the unbroken sixth
wicket stand in 54.5 overs. The

only wicket to fall on the day was
southpaw Sudharsan.
On the final day, England Lions
skipper Josh Bohanon mainly
bowled with his spinners —
Parkinson and off-break bowler
Jack Carson (0/74 in 21 overs).
Bharat was solid on both flanks
as nine off his 15 fours came off
the two spinners and were most-
ly hit on the on-side. He got an
able ally in Suthar, who applied
himself well and by tea time,
even England Lions knew that
they have lost an opportunity to
win a first-class game on an
Indian track.
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Medium-pacer Mohit Avas-
thi singlehandedly dis-

mantled Kerala batting line-up
with seven wickets to leave
Mumbai in command on day
two of their Ranji Trophy Group
B fixture here on Saturday.
In response to Mumbai’s first
innings 251, the home side were
restricted to 244 with Avasthi’s
accurate and disciplined bowl-
ing (7/57). With a narrow lead
of seven runs in the first innings,
Mumbai came out for their sec-
ond innings with a strong intent
to extend their advantage.
Openers Jay Bista and Bhupen
Lalwani exhibited class and
composure, remaining unbeat-
en at the close of play.
Bista’s unbeaten 59 (67b; 3x4,
1x6), combined with Lalwani’s
resilient 41 (90b; 4x4), pro-
pelled Mumbai to 105 for no
loss, an overall lead of 112 runs
with all wickets intact.

Earlier, Sachin Baby was Kerala’s
top scorer (65; 130b) but he
could not convert it into a big
one, falling to Tanush Kotian
(1/10; 3 overs).
Skipper Sanju Samson (38) also
fell cheaply with Avasthi running
through the Kerala middle-
order.
POREL’S MAIDEN TON
POWERS BENGAL: Young
gun Abishek Porel notched up
his maiden first-class century to

steer hosts Bengal to a formida-
ble 381/8 against Chhattisgarh at
Eden Gardens in Kolkata.
The 21-year-old wicketkeeper-
batter’s knock of 114 runs came
off 219 deliveries, featuring an
impressive array of strokes,
including 14 boundaries and a
six.
Porel’s innings proved to be the
backbone of Bengal’s batting,
providing stability and resi-
lience against the Chhattisgarh

bowling attack.
His 120-run partnership with
veteran Anustup Majumdar,
who contributed 71, played a
pivotal role in Bengal’s innings.
Resuming the day on 206/4, the
duo completed their respective
fifties before Chhattisgarh final-
ly broke the partnership with
Sourabh Majumdar dismissing
the Bengal veteran.
Suraj Singh Sandhu (33 batting)
Karan Lal (24 batting), Shubham

Chatterjee (21) also made valu-
able lower-order contributions
to take Bengal close to the 400-
mark.
ANDHRA TAKE UPPER
HAND: In Dibrugarh, Lalith
Mohan and Manish Golamaru
bagged three wickets each to
lead Andhra’s bowling, as Assam
were bundled out for 160 in 60.1
overs from being 43 for no loss
overnight.
At close on day two, Andhra
were 147/1, taking an overall
lead of 175. Skipper Ricky Bhui
(52) and Hanuma Vihari (48)
were at the crease in an unbro-
ken 100-run partnership for
the second wicket. 

BRIEF SCORES
IN THUMBA: Mumbai 251
and 105 for no loss; 26 overs (Jay
Bista 59 batting, Bhupen Lalwani

41 batting). Kerala 244; 55.2
overs (Sachin Baby 65, Rohan
Kunnummal 56; Mohit Avasthi
7/57). Mumbai lead by 112
runs.
IN KOLKATA: Bengal 381/8;
128 overs (Abhishek Porel 114,
Sudip Gharami 49, Suraj Sindhu
Jaiswal 33 batting; Shashank
Singh 2/42, Sourabh Majumdar
2/72, Vashudev Bareth 2/85) vs
Chhattisgarh.
IN DIBRUGARH: Andhra 188
and 147/1; 42 overs (Ricky Bhui
52 batting, Hanuma Vihari 48
batting) Assam 160; 60.1 overs
(Rahul Hazarika 39; Lalith
Mohan 3/27, Manish Golamaru
3/21, Nitish Reddy 2/32).
Andhra lead by 175 runs.
IN MEERUT: Bihar 126/3; 48
overs (Sraman Nigrodh 72) vs
Uttar Pradesh. 
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It is rare to find out from book
readers those who have not

read at least a dozen spy novels in
their youth. Authors ranging
from Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
(the Scotland born writer credited
with the creation of Sherlock
Holmes and his associate John
Watson), Agatha Christie, Ian
Fleming, Ken Follet, Frederick
Forsyth, Robert Ludlum etc were
a craze for generations belonging
to the pre-1980 era. The National
Network of Doordarshan had
telecast the series “The
Adventures of Sherlock Holmes”
during late 1980s and it had
considerable viewership.
Agatha Christie was rated as the
best-selling novelist by none
other than conservative literary
critics. Once you start reading
books by Christie to Ludlum,
chances of leaving the books
midway through are bleak
because of the heights to which
these works elevate readers and
the style in which these authors
tell the stories. Fleming’s James
Bond, (the British spy with a

license to kill!!)  had been an
obsession among the youth as
well as the middle aged for
decades.
The spy novels by authors from
USA and UK had focused on two
World Wars and the subsequent
Cold War which kept the world
tense and panicky. There was no
literature in these works of fiction
except the possibilities of science
and technology which were
utilized to its full extent by the
authors. Thus, we had James
Bond wearing a wrist watch with
which he could communicate
with his Boss sitting in London
from anywhere in the world.
These books had varieties in them.
The plots did not limit to just
Capitalism v Communism but the
two World Wars too provided
enough canvas for the authors. Ken
Follet’s “Key To Rebecca” and “Eye
of the Needle” are based on Second
World War and retain their
freshness even today. The Day of
the Jackal by Frederick Forsyth is
based on a real life story featuring
the then President of France
General Charles de Gaulle. An
assassin was hired to assassinate de
Gaulle in 1963 and this forms the
plot of the story.

The fact that a spy story need not
be written in the format of a novel
was first established by “God’s
Bankers, A History of Money
and Vatican” authored by
Gerald Posner, a lawyer-turned-
journalist. It is a chilling
account of the death of Pope
John Paul I, the last Italian to be
ordained  as the Holy See and the
boss of the Vatican Bank. The
book is the result of nine years of
painstaking research by Posner
and it is as exciting and thrilling
as any work of fiction. Posner’s
another book “Case Closed: Lee
Harvey Oswald and the
Assassination of JFK” has been
described as a classic work of
investigation and research.  
Spy novels are a rare commodity
in India, despite the fact that the
Moghul Rule and the freedom
fight against the British colonial
masters offer a wide canvas to
prospective authors. Once the
Cold War ended and the unipolar
world emerged, the spy novels
lost their charm, But the
emergence of a new form of
terrorism in West Asia with
special focus on Iraq, Iran,
Afghanistan, Pakistan and of
course  the Punjab’s Khalistani

ultras has given enough
ingredients and raw materials for
our spy masters.
Indian authors are yet to make use
of the possibilities while one of the
works by Forsyth had Islamic
terrorism as theme (The Afghan).
The book featured India in certain
chapters and it was a runaway
success in the subcontinent.

Though B Raman, a reputed
counter terrorism expert working
with RAW had forewarned the
policymakers through his treatise

“A Terrorist State As a
Frontline Ally”, our own
Flemings and Follets

failed to see the scope of
the topic. It took many years

for an Indian author to hit
bookshelves decades and

SWORDPLAY by Bappaditya
Chakravarty is the book which

we were waiting for.
The book is published by Garuda
Prakashan, which shot into fame
by bringing out the pathbreaking
work “Delhi Riots 2020-The
Untold Story”, authored by
Monika Arora, Sonali Chitalkar
and Prerna Malhotra.

SwordPlay is a chilling account of
extremism of the highest order
involving Islamic and Khalistani
terrorists capable of doing
anything for realizing their
objectives. What the world
missed with the collapse of
Communism as well as the Iron
Curtain has come back to haunt
us. SwordPlay has everything
including the terrorists, various
schools of terrorism, drug and
arms running, under cover

agents, cold blooded murders and
experts in double crossing.
Set in America, Europe, Asia
(particularly Pakistan,
Afghanistan, Iraq, south east
Asia, India and Hong Kong), the
book takes the reader for a
trouble -free flight from the
opening page itself. Please do not
ask whether this is a work of
fiction or a flower that bloomed
in a fertile mind. There is a
proverb that states that no
questions should be asked about
the authenticity of a work of
fiction. The undercover agent
Paramjyot Singh and his deputies
declare an inter-continental war
against an axis of Islamist-
Khalistani terrorists and tuhat
forms the storyline..
The Khalistani terrorists have
managed to mobilize a nuclear
weapon from the country’s
western border to Haridwar
under the guise of a bike-rally for
unity of religions. The spy master
Brigadier Paramjyot Singh is the
person who briefs the country’s
top political authority about the
operation which has been
launched to save millions. The
narration shifts from Canada to
Marseilles to New Delhi and

central India as the plot unfolds.
To bring in  a feeling of western
spy thrillers, the author has added
steaming black coffee, bourbon
whiskey and what not. The only
items missing are the
conventional Aston Martin and
other sleek sports cars. SwordPlay
may not be in the same league as
that of Eye of the Needle, Day of
the Jackal, Odessa File or Bourn
Identity. But it is interesting and
readers will enjoy it. Chakravarty
has made it easy for a movie
maker to make a suspense thriller
and the film to be made out of
this plot has the potential to fill
the moolah. Hope he writes more
as with IS, JeM, LeT and
Khalistani Forces working
overtime to create subversion
across India. One more important
observation to be noted is that
forces are out to disintegrate India
by hook or by crook. This has
been brought to light by Rajeev
Malhotra through his works
“Breaking India” (co-author
Aravindan Neelakandan)  and
“Snakes in the Ganga” (co-author
Vijaya Viswanathan). Bappaditya
Chakravarty has a bright future to
be a desi Frederic Forsyth or Ken
Follet.
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India is on the cusp of a
transformation. Nothing speaks
this more than the sense of

exhilaration in the air ahead of Ram
Mandir inauguration in Ayodhya.
There may be a small section which
is associating the event with a
particular political party, but largely
across India, people are mostly
engulfed in a sense of warm comfort
that finally their revered God will be
in a home of his own. That’s not it,
there is a strong conviction even
among the most elite and educated
class that the Ram Mandir
inauguration marks a moment of
civilisational awakening in India. It
is this India which is confident
about its roots that Utpal Kumar is
writing about in his latest book,
Bharat Rising: Dharma, Democracy,
Diplomacy.
As someone who has lived through
the 1990s and 2000s and grown up
watching Doordarshan, studied
from NCERT textbooks and
watched TV debates with one-sided
panels full of Lutyens’ club
members, the current India seems
like a fundamentally changed
country. When Kumar writes about
this new India, he starts by outlining
the characteristics of the Old India
first. The old India refers to India
under Congress rule where
Jawaharlal Nehru may have been
personally active only until his death
in 1964 but the remnants of
Nehruvian state continued to shine
for nearly 50 years thereafter. Even
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, a Prime
Minister from the Sangh fold, hasn’t
been spared by Kumar for being a

Lutyens insider after all. The real
change begins only with the current
Prime Minister Narendra Modi who
despite ruling for two consecutive
terms hasn’t once bothered to
co-opt the Lutyens
coterie and vice
versa.
Kumar points out
the excesses of
Nehruvian consensus
in almost every single
domain of Indian life
including religion,
domestic politics and
international politics. He notes
how an empowered section of
historians continued to build their
scholarship with no evidence in
hand except their access to power
corridors and their poor scholarship
of cross-citing each other
exclusively. The Indian state in its
desperation to please the Left-
’liberal’ lobbies world over, chose
secularism which turned out to be
Hindumisic in all its glory. Whether
it was the forced imposition of
personal laws on only Hindus, or the
unspoken truth of state-sponsored
violence against Brahmins and
Dalits, or even the insertion of the
very word ‘secular’
undemocratically by the Indira
Gandhi government during
Emergency in the Constitution, the
Indian state has done more to
damage the civilisational fabric of
this country than to actually make
India more egalitarian in character
for all the religions.
Kumar’s book has focused on three
important pillars of new India which
include - Dharma, Democracy and
Diplomacy. Each of them have been

addressed through twelve eclectic
essays that are a must-read for every
young Indian in today’s date.
Revisionist scholarship can
sometimes pave the way for a more
confident and self-secure polity. For
instance, when Kumar talks about
the “three musketeers” of India’s
freedom struggle - Subhas Chandra
Bose, VD Savarkar and BR
Ambedkar and how they were
personally hounded by Gandhi-
Nehru regime for presenting an
alternative idea of free India, then it

justifies India’s current quest to
gather tangible power something
Bose actually did and also stay
aware of the danger of pan-
Islamism, something which
Ambedkar warned about.
Similarly when Kumar calls
Marxist scholarship on India as a
project to declare it as a “Railway
Station” where no one is native
and everyone including the
Indians themselves have
migrated, then it leads to a
reckoning as to why the
positioning of India as a
civilisational state which it
rightfully is leads to so much
discomfort among the Left-
’liberals’ today.
Kumar’s attention is not limited
to domestic politics or dharma

debates alone. He shifts his thoughts
to the domain of international
politics where early Indian leaders’
failure to read the political
undercurrents has caused
significant strategic damage to
India. As an Indian who grudgingly
looks at China today in terms of its
economic size and geopolitical
reach, I can’t but agree
wholeheartedly with him. At a time
when Beijing was courting Western
powers to build its strength by
showing them the chimera of an
accommodative China, India was
busy putting its foot on the
diplomatic axe. We failed to read
Mao’s aggression, we were busy
identifying the good Pakistani from
the bad Pakistani, and we kept on
ignoring the friendly Japan and
sympathetic US in the process.
Kumar highlights this while also
cautioning that India’s rise is 

not something to which US 
should be expected to commit
unconditionally. Among other gems
that this book offers, this one stands
out for its sheer truth value. If China
slows down, the daggers will be out
for India’s rise and that’s already
started to happen if we look at the
West’s attitude towards India lately.
We must always keep this in mind
while focusing on our long-term
future.
Overall, Kumar’s book is a sincere
attempt in critiquing the old
shibboleths and explaining why the
new India must get rid of them to
enable its rise globally. Every single
country that has become a
formidable power in the world had a
set of people who were proud of
their civilisational bedrocks and
believed that they are destined for
great things. In India, too much
energy has been spent in pleasing
the international lobbies - whether it
includes nitpickers who cajole India
to appease Islamists or the
international press that vents out its
hatred towards strong governments
in India by shaming its democracy.
Kumar has befittingly exposed them
without any mercy at all. His book
will be one for the keeps which must
be read by every young Indian mind
today. A great intellectual churn is
going on and Utpal Kumar’s
contribution to this would be
notable.

The revieweris a columnist and a
visiting faculty of International

Relations at NECU, Dimapur. She
completed her PhD from South

Asian University and writes
regularly on strategic affairs and

foreign policy.
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In Romance of the Three
Kingdoms, a Chinese

classic, there is a story of
Zhuge Liang, a general of
the Shu kingdom. As the
story goes, the general finds
his fortress city of Xicheng
besieged by a much superior
army of the Wei kingdom.
Finding it difficult to hold
on to the fort, Zhuge does
the unthinkable: he gets all
the city gates opened and
asks his soldiers to disguise
themselves as ordinary
householders and go about
their daily lives in full view
of the advancing Wei army.
Zhuge himself sits atop a
city gate, playing 'qin', a
Chinese string instrument.
Confused, the Wei forces
dare not enter the gates,
suspecting some sort of
ambush awaiting them.
They, instead, make a
hurried withdrawal. 
While one should desist
from robotically applying
historical patterns, much
less an old tale, to
understand present-day
China, the story does
provide an overarching view
about how the Chinese
mind works: that China may
not always mean what it
says, and it can do what it
vehemently denies in public.
This makes China a difficult
country to comprehend,
more so if one is alien to its
history and culture. The
communist cocktail, present
in China for over a century
now and in power since
1949, has further given a
heady turn to the already
intricate Chinese mind. 
Today, as the militaries of
India and China are stuck in
a standoff-like situation for
more than three years at the
Line of Actual Control
[LAC] in eastern Ladakh,
India needs to crack the
Chinese code faster than
others. It needs to
understand why China
would never say never to a
neighbour's territory that it
strongly believes it can
annex, intrude into, or at
least lay claims at. And, why
the proverbial elephant
invariably finds itself on the
wrong side of the dragon.
Explaining the innate
imperialist streak in China,
eminent historian R.C.
Majumdar wrote in The
Organiser, Diwali issue,
1965: "Thanks to the
systematic recording of
historical facts by the
Chinese themselves, an
almost unique achievement
in oriental countries […] we
are in a position to follow

the imperial and aggressive
policy of China from the
third century BC to the
present day, a period of
more than 2,200 years… It is
characteristic of China that
if a region once
acknowledged her nominal
suzerainty even for a short
period, she would regard it
as a part of her empire
forever and would
automatically revive her
claim over it even after a
thousand years whenever
there was a chance of
enforcing it."
Sadly, for most part of its
post-Independence history,
scholars like R.C. Majumdar
were viciously targeted and
hounded out by the Leftist
gang of intellectuals who
found instant political
patronage in the Nehruvian
ecosystem. This new
intellectual class, despite its
proclaimed emphasis on
scientific temper and rational
academic rigour, was attuned
to give preference to ideology
over truth. 
India, thus, failed to
produce real experts on
China. There is no doubt a
few brilliant Indian minds
explaining China, but they
exist not because of Chinese
Studies in India but despite
them. To add to it,
becoming an independent-
minded China expert isn't
an easy exercise. As Michael
Pillsbury writes in The
Hundred-Year Marathon:
China's Secret Strategy to
Replace America as the
Global Superpower, "It has
long been known among
China scholars that the
people most trusted to
report on China are those
academics, journalists and
writers who have been
denied visas into the
country. The rest routinely
make compromises,
consciously or
subconsciously, to maintain
their access." 
No wonder, India still doesn't
have a thorough,
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
understanding of the 'idea of
China'. Most scholars who
masquerade as China experts,
especially in the field of
academia, are Sinophiles,
who blindly admire Chinese
system and culture, are often
in awe of them, and many a
times compromised by
Chinese favours! 

The above article is an
edited extract from Utpal

Kumar's book, 'Bharat
Rising: Dharma, Democracy,

Diplomacy', published by
Bluone Ink
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AS RAM RISES, BHARAT TOO WILL
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The journey towards the
consecration of Lord Ram
in Ayodhya on January 22
is a testament to a five-
century-long arduous
struggle. This historic

moment, marked by the completion of
the grand Ram temple, is the
culmination of a tumultuous saga
characterised by disputes, violence, and
prolonged legal battles. The path to this
monumental achievement was paved by
the unwavering perseverance of
devotees and a landmark court ruling
that resolved long standing conflicts.
The Ram Janmabhoomi struggle had its
roots deeply embedded in history, with
the dispute over the site being a focal
point for centuries. It revolved around
the belief that the Babri Masjid was
constructed on the birthplace of Lord
Ram, becoming a flashpoint for
communal tensions and triggering a
series of events that defined the course
of the struggle.
The perseverance of the devotees
emerged as a driving force that
sustained the movement across
generations. The unwavering faith in
Ayodhya as the sacred birthplace of
Lord Ram fueled the determination of
those involved in the movement. Over
decades, they encountered challenges
ranging from political opposition to
societal discord, yet their commitment
remained steadfast.
The movement also witnessed the
instrumental role played by key figures
who became central to its narrative.
These individuals not only dedicated
their lives to the cause but also
navigated the intricacies and challenges
of the struggle. Their leadership, often
in the face of adversity, was crucial in
steering the movement towards its
ultimate goal.
A landmark court ruling in 2019
provided a decisive resolution to the
legal disputes surrounding the site. The
judgment acknowledged the historical
and religious significance of the land,
paving the way for the construction of
the Ram temple. This legal victory
marked a turning point in the struggle,
offering a path for reconciliation and
unity.
As Ayodhya prepares for the
consecration of the Ram temple, it
stands as a symbol of triumph over
adversity and a testament to the
indomitable spirit of those who
dedicated their lives to the cause. The

completion of the majestic temple
signifies not only a religious milestone
but also reflects the resilience and
determination that shaped the history of
the Ram Janmabhoomi struggle.
The saga witnessed significant
contributors who played pivotal roles in
shaping the movement and steering it
towards success. Among them are key
figures whose journeys reflect the
intricacies and challenges faced during
this transformative period.
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The Rath Yatra led by former Deputy
Prime Minister Lal Krishna Advani in
1984 is widely regarded as a watershed
moment in the Ram temple movement.
In the aftermath of Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi's assassination, Advani's
Rath Yatra became a significant catalyst,
solidifying the roots of the movement.
Despite the BJP winning only two seats
in the 1984 Lok Sabha elections, Advani
assumed leadership, emphasising
Hindutva policies. Under his guidance,
the BJP included the goal of building
the Ram temple in its manifesto.
In 1990, Advani announced the Rath
Yatra from Somnath in Gujarat to
Ayodhya in Uttar Pradesh. The journey,
filled with fervent support, encountered
obstacles when Lalu Prasad, then Chief
Minister of Bihar, arrested Advani.
Nevertheless, the Rath Yatra had already
set the movement in motion, becoming
a defining moment in the history of the
Ram temple struggle.
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After Advani, Murli Manohar Joshi
emerged as a significant leader actively
involved in the Ram temple movement.
Present during the demolition of the
disputed structure in Ayodhya, Joshi
played a crucial role in shaping the
movement's strategies. His involvement
extended to studying every aspect
related to the Ram Mandir movement,
contributing to meticulous planning
and implementation.
Joshi's influence reached a peak during
a meeting held in Lucknow in
December 1992, where he urged people
to go to Ayodhya the next day. His
resolute stance, expressed in statements
like "there is no power that can stop the
construction of the Ram temple,"
underscored his commitment to the

cause. Joshi's political career included
serving as an MP from various
constituencies, including Varanasi,
Allahabad (now Prayagraj), and Kanpur.
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In 1991-92, at the peak of the Ram
Mandir movement, then UP Chief
Minister Kalyan Singh played a crucial
role in galvanising Ram devotees.
Initially expected to refrain from
participating in the yatra to avoid
potential arrest, Singh surprised
everyone by joining the procession near
Hanumangarhi. His impassioned
address emphasised the relentless
pursuit of building the Ram temple,
further energising the movement.
Despite the movement's success, Kalyan
Singh faced political repercussions and
lost his position due to his unwavering

commitment to the cause.
Unfortunately, he passed away in
August 2021, missing the consecration
of the Ram temple.
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In 1984, Vinay Katiyar assumed the role
of the first president of Bajrang Dal,
formed for the Ram Mandir movement.
Tasked with rallying people for the
cause, Katiyar travelled from village to
village, organising meetings, and
garnering support. These efforts bore
fruit as, under Vinay Katiyar's
leadership, Bajrang Dal successfully
connected people across the country for
the Ram Mandir movement.
His political stature grew post-
movement, leading him to become the
National General Secretary of the BJP.
He served as an elected Member of

Parliament thrice from the Faizabad
(Ayodhya) Lok Sabha seat.
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Known for her fiery speeches during
times of crisis, Uma Bharti played a
pivotal role in the Ram Janmabhoomi
movement. Post the movement, Bharti
remained active in politics, serving as a
minister in the central government of
Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Narendra
Modi. She also held the position of CM
of Madhya Pradesh from 2003 to 2004.
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As the second firebrand woman leader
of the Ram Mandir movement, Sadhvi
Ritambhara's impassioned speeches
resonated across the country. Despite
her withdrawal from active politics, she

continues her spiritual journey, running
an ashram named Vatsalya Gram in
Vrindavan.
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Ashok Singhal, the international
president of Vishwa Hindu Parishad for
20 years, is considered one of the chief
architects of the Ram Janmabhoomi
movement. His strategic planning and
leadership were instrumental in shaping
the movement, including the
organisation of the parliament held at
Vigyan Bhawan in Delhi in 1984.
Singhal's role extended to leading the
Kar Sevaks who demolished the
disputed structure in 1992. He passed
away on November 17, 2015.
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Real brothers from Kolkata, Ram
Kumar Kothri, and Sharad Kumar
Kothri played significant roles in the
movement. They were part of the initial
group of Karsevaks in 1990, raising the
saffron flag on the disputed structure.
Tragically, both brothers were shot
during the kar seva on November 2,
1990, becoming martyrs and inspiring a
surge of support for the movement."
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Champat Rai, the General Secretary of
Ram Mandir Trust, worked diligently
behind the scenes, gathering
documentary evidence related to the
Ram temple even before the demolition
of the disputed structure. Rai's
meticulous efforts included studying
thousands of documents, reading
scriptures, and providing crucial
evidence to lawyers fighting the legal
battle for Ram Janmabhoomi.
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Alongside Vinay Katiyar, Praveen
Togadia actively contributed to the Ram
Mandir movement as a leader
associated with Vishwa Hindu Parishad.
Recognised for his dynamic speeches,
Togadia played a significant role in
rallying public support and fostering
enthusiasm during the movement.
Although currently not affiliated with
Vishwa Hindu Parishad, Togadia's
legacy remains connected to the fervor
of the Ram Janmabhoomi movement. 
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The Russia-Ukraine war,
which began in February

2022, is about to enter its
third year. When Russia
invaded Ukraine, not even
those within President
Vladimir Putin’s inner circle
believed that the war would
last for such an extended
period.
Why has the West provoked
Russia? Can Putin reshape his
image as a strongman after
the bloody war? Is Volodymyr
Zelenskyy a winner? It is
certain that, under the
leadership of the US, the West
has been attempting to
encircle post-Cold War
Russia. Putin, being a former
KGB man, is sensitive to the
limits of security and the
opportune time to intervene.
Russia can’t be further bullied
by the West. The reason
behind this is that the West,
especially the US, has its own
internal problems and
external responsibilities.
For Putin, losing is not an
option. He is desperate to win
not only against Ukraine but
also against the West. As
temperatures drop to freezing
points, forces on both sides
are gearing up for hardened
battles.
For Zelenskyy, the war,
despite being a significant
financial burden and
humanitarian crisis, hardly
makes any difference. The
reason is that Ukraine, as a
frontline state to Russia, has
been reeling under the threat
of war for years. Ukrainians
know what they are destined
for; they have to fight for their
survival against the onslaught
of a Russian invasion,
whether today or tomorrow.
The international community
still recalls what Zelenskyy
aired just before the onset of
the war in 2022. He warned
the West not to create panic
about the buildup of Russian
forces on the border of
Ukraine. However, US
President Joe Biden then
clearly stated that he believed
“Russia could attack its
neighbour next month.”
Ultimately, Putin did attack
Ukraine, signaling his
intention to dislodge and
denazify the country.
A war-monger from the
beginning, Putin employed
numerous narratives to justify
his invasion of Ukraine.
Initially, he claimed that
Ukraine’s government is
“openly neo-Nazi” and “pro-
Nazi,” controlled by the “Little
Nazis.” 
A top Russian lawmaker then
asserted that President Biden
and American officials are
responsible for the
Nazification of Ukraine and

should be tried before a court.
Another lawmaker called for
the establishment of a
“modern analogy to the
Nuremberg Tribunal” as
Moscow geared up to
denazify Ukraine. In
summary, the language used
by various Russian top
leaders, officials, pro-Kremlin
journalists, writers, and
especially Putin himself, was
absolutely shocking. 
Clearly, the term Nazi was an
unbelievable assertion about
a country whose leader,
Zelenskyy, is Jewish.
Interestingly, just before the
war’s onset last fall, Zelenskyy
had passed a law combating
antisemitism in his country.
Certainly, the war between
Russia and Ukraine is a battle
of wills and might. The
current conflict, propelled by
Putin’s belligerence and
arrogance, caught the
attention of the media
showman Zelenskyy, who had
scarcely understood how to
address and when to convince
the major world powers to

stop the Muscular Man of
Moscow. By the time Kiev
took action, Moscow was
already well ahead in
launching the invasion,
ostensibly in the name of
protecting the ethnic Russian
population in the Donbas
region. Indeed, Putin had
planned it long in advance.
According to many experts,
he remained quiet for nearly
eight years after the
annexation of Crimea from
February to March 2014. 
As John Simpson rightly said,
“The annexation of Crimea
was the smoothest invasion of
modern times. It was over
before the outside world
realised it had even started.”
The occupation of Crimea
had occurred entirely by
stealth. Putin is a world-class
strategist, a true “Spy Guy”.
On many occasions, the West
had miscalculated his moves,
and he, too, had failed to
understand how the US and
its allies in Europe might
react to what he had been
doing overtly or covertly.

When the current war had
just begun, both Bill Powell
and Naved Jamali strongly
argued that “Putin has never
lost a war.” They further
pointed out that “during past
conflicts in Chechnya,
Georgia, Syria, and Crimea,
over his two decades in
power, Putin succeeded by
giving his armed forces clear,
achievable military objectives
that would allow him to
declare victory credibly in the
eyes of the Russian people
and a wary watching world.
His latest initiative in Ukraine
is unlikely to be any different.”
So, these are the strong
credentials of Putin, who has
delivered significant victories
to his fellow countrymen
since his accession to power
in August 1999, when the first
President of the Russian
Federation, Boris Yeltsin,
entrusted him with the job of
Prime Minister after the
tumultuous breakdown of the
erstwhile USSR.
The political atmosphere in
Russia at that time led to

Yeltsin’s resignation, paving
the way for Putin to take over
as the Acting President of the
country. Subsequently, he
won the presidential election
in March 2000, becoming the
second President of the
Russian Federation. Since
then, he has been the
President of the country,
except for a full term from
2008-2012 when his friend
Dmitry Medvedev occupied
the post, simply because the
Russian Constitution barred a
person from remaining as
President for a third
consecutive term. 
However, this provision no
longer exists (thanks to a
referendum conducted in
2021), and Putin can continue
to remain as President until
2036.
Today, he is the longest-
serving Russian leader since
Joseph Stalin, who ruled the
USSR from 1924 to 1953. This
is how Putin has risen to the
current rank and power.
Washington needs to handle
the former KGB man very

carefully. He is well-versed in
all the routes and dangers that
might emerge from the
current war. An aging Biden
and NATO members in
Europe, not closely aligned
(as many, like Germany, have
definitive interests and
dependence on Russia), may
fail to check Putin’s Kremlin
this year in Ukraine.
Yes, it is true that the
offensive moves from both
Ukraine and Russia have
failed to attain a decisive
victory for either party
throughout the year 2023.
However, this has led to a
narrative suggesting that the
war has reached a stalemate.
Given the current global
focus on the Israel-Hamas
conflict since October 7 of
last year, discussions and
efforts for an immediate
solution to the situation in the
contested Gaza Strip have
taken precedence, pushing
the Russia-Ukraine war to a
backseat in global politics.
The perception of a stalemate,
debated by many strategic

experts, is flawed. The
material and military
advantage of both parties will
determine the course of
action this year. The West,
especially the US (facing a
presidential election on
November 5), will face a
challenging time, and the rest
of Europe, particularly NATO
members, will need to decide
whether to provide
substantial aid to Kiev for a
credible offensive in 2025
against Moscow or concede
an irrecoverable advantage to
Putin. Putin is expecting and
planning his grand strategies
accordingly. However, a new
strategy can protect the
sovereign frontiers of Ukraine
and prevent Russia from
winning the war.
Peace continues to elude
Ukraine, with Russia on a
warpath and Putin showing
no inclination to negotiate.
Since his entry into the
Kremlin, Putin has been
consistently opposed to the
West. The futile goal of the
West so far has been to defeat
Russia and humiliate Putin,
but this approach is no longer
effective. Engagement with
Russia by the West must be
realistic and flexible, offering
a sustainable guarantee that
Russia’s leadership is
acknowledged, and further
NATO expansion in Europe is
halted to avoid encircling the
country. It is time to address
mutual interests, and
Washington should adopt a
forward-looking approach if
Putin is willing to abandon
his aggressive stance.
Importantly, the West needs to
understand that Putin and the
Kremlin, under his leadership,
do not speak for all Russian
people, even though it may
seem so for now. America
should have learned by now
how to navigate dealings with
leaders like Putin. If Biden
returns to power in 2025, he
must remember that in Putin’s
unpredictable world,
expecting the unexpected is
always prudent.
America should be realistic
and agile in handling Putin to
prevent further suffering akin
to that of Zelenskyy. The
world has witnessed enough
bloodshed in the last three
decades, and a significant
portion of it can be attributed
to Washington’s
miscalculations or misguided
policy perspectives. While
Putin is not solely to blame,
America bears its share of
responsibility for the current
chaos. 

(The writer is currently
president of the Global
Research Foundation)

Crafting the narrative for
the 2023 novel “Lost in

the Love Maze,” Mukul
Kumar, a postmillennial
writer, delves into the
perpetual complexities of
love. He emphasises
commitment, seizing
opportunities, and immersing
in the space between
conflicting interests and
practices. The author
skillfully dramatises
contradictions within Mihir’s
character, addressing shyness
and egoism, thereby adding
dynamism and
multidimensionality to his
personality. Kumar’s
heightened awareness
canonises the storyline,
exploring internal conflicts,
character development, and
the potential for growth or
transformation.
This commitment to
precision is evident in the
author’s exploration of
themes such as identity, self-
discovery, and the nuances of
human behaviour. Kumar
engages with cultural
ramifications that contribute
to the overwhelming
separation of Jyoti and Mihir.
Mukul skillfully dramatises
the crises, vulnerabilities, and
enduring efficacy of

commitment across aesthetic,
ethical, political, filial, and
religious dimensions. 
The author adopts a focus on
poetic realism, exemplified
through Mihir’s dual dreams
of becoming an IAS officer
and a writer. This choice
reflects the complexity of
Mihir’s aspirations and
mirrors the multifaceted
nature of human desires.
Kumar’s approach places
emphasis on psychology and
a broader exploration of the
human fabric.
The juxtaposition of
bureaucratic ambition with
the creative pursuit of writing
highlights the tension
between societal expectations
and personal passion.
Importantly, this poetic
realism acknowledges the
insights from modernism,
learning from them rather
than disregarding them. 
As a postmillennial writer,
Kumar delves into the socio-
cultural institutional
structures of love, marriage,
family, and caste. He
navigates the difference
between actual didactic
institutions and the school of
life through the “lived”
realities in the creation and
production of postmillennial

fiction.
Jyoti’s realisation of Mihir’s
melancholy suggests an
underlying emotional
struggle, possibly stemming
from the conflict between
conventional paths and
unconventional aspirations.
Mihir’s analogy of life as a
balloon with the potential to
burst at any time conveys
fragility and unpredictability,
echoing existential themes.
The reference to Albert
Camus and absurdism adds a
philosophical layer,
deepening the thematic
exploration of existential
angst and the quest for
purpose in the face of life’s
uncertainties.
The writer shifts to relational
aesthetics, turning away from
utopianism and the aesthetics
of confrontation towards an
ethos of collaboration and
dialogue. The struggles of
characters to achieve
meaningful empathetic
connections challenge
readers’ assumptions.
Characters like Jyoti and
Mihir dislocate themselves
outside narrow cultural
models to imagine and
maintain their empathies
with others, challenging
assumptions and embracing

collaborative approaches.
They envision the
experiences of the other while
the writing seems to be in
competition with reality.

Acknowledging Mihir’s
divided love and obligations
to his parents and Jyoti
initiates a nuanced
exploration of conflicting

responsibilities. The clash
between parental selflessness
and Mihir’s love creates a
moral dilemma, urging
readers to ponder the
navigation of societal norms
and personal fulfillment.
Mihir’s sacrifice for Jyoti,
while recognising his parents’
sacrifice, adds moral and
philosophical dimensions,
influencing characters’
choices and the narrative
trajectory. This prompts
readers to consider
implications and question
expectations when pursuing
happiness within the
constraints of obligation and
parental love.
The character of Sheetal
introduces another angle to
the paradigm of narcissistic
ego, deception, and
manipulation to achieve one’s
goals, implying a strategic and
opportunistic approach to
interpersonal relationships.
Sheetal, also the author’s
favorite, serves as a catalyst,
highlighting the dual and
contradictory aspects of
human behaviour and
tensions between genuine
emotions and concerns,
especially in the pursuit of
love. This adds depth to the
establishment of the moral

fabric for postmillennial
readers.
The line of argument in the
novel unfolds as a character-
driven chronicle, seamlessly
blending the cultural
backdrop into the lives of its
protagonists. 
Mukul Kumar’s emphasis on
the complex fabric of human
existence elevates aesthetic
commitments and aspirations
into a moral form, crafting a
nuanced depiction of identity
and otherness that resonates
not only with 20th-century
readers but also transcends its
temporal boundaries to
endure in the new
millennium. The author has
indeed intensified exploration
and succeeded in infusing
virtue into potentially
repetitive and recycled
anecdotes, transforming the
work into a psychologically
nuanced and socially detailed
masterpiece. This
transformation, deeply rooted
in enduring beliefs about
character, authenticity, and
agency, broadens the range of
perspectives offered to
readers and leaves a
compelling and enduring
impression.
“Lost in the Love Maze”
manages to leave a lasting

imprint with its exploration of
human complexities,
poignant thematic depth, and
Mukul Kumar’s skilled
portrayal of characters
navigating the delicate
balance between collective
expectations from life and
personal desires. Despite
minor flaws, the novel
succeeds in delivering a
thought-provoking and
emotionally resonant
experience.

(‘Lost in the Love Maze’ author
Mukul Kumar is a
bureaucrat, novelist, and poet.
He serves as an Indian
Railway Traffic Service Officer
and is currently posted in the
Ministry of Railways. Mukul
has received the National
Award for outstanding service
to the Indian Railways, the
Bharat Nirman Award for
literary excellence from the
Bharat Nirman Foundation,
and the Poorvanchal Gaurav
Samman for his contributions
to society as both a bureaucrat
and a writer. His latest work is
his fourth fiction title. 
The reviewer, Chetana
Pokhriyal, is the Head of
Department of English, Dean,
School of Languages, Doon
University, Dehradun) 
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Mind defines the functional
mandate of a being and then
steers through the journey of

life. All happenings out in open origi-
nate in mind by way of arousal of
desire and thereby related thoughts,
ideation, articulation, and the will to
act upon.  Also, it directs the mind
how to engage with the world around,
and react or respond to external stim-
uli. It is again our mind, which carries
forward the legacy carried over from
the past. That makes a deep imprint in
our mind and psyche, which sets the
terms of the way we perceive issues in
hand, and accordingly act upon. But
mind is just an instrument. It has no
drive of its own as it doesn’t have a
light of its own either. It draws light
from the fundamental element of con-
sciousness. Mind, in fact, is just like
earth mass, which transforms a seed
sown into a plant. Similarly, mind acts
takes off on feed primarily drawn from
two sources – thought seeds in store
reflecting indwelling desire trends and
habit tendencies, coming as it may as
Karmic carryover from the past, and
external influences.   

In so far as earth mass is con-

cerned, the farmer is in control of
what seed he plants, depending on
what to grow based on environmental
and soil conditions. Mind’s control
mechanisms is, however, complex.
Invariably, every being is born with a
preconditioned mind, bound by desire
trends, habit tendencies, likes, dislikes,
prejudices and passions. That tempts
the Ahamkara element – the sense of
‘I’ that brings in doer element in a
being, and which drives all actions on
our part – identify itself with the
inherent tendencies and passionately
follows them as if that would be its
end game. It doesn’t allow looking
beyond for a reality check.
Consequently, one remains slave to
inherent mind traits. But at the same
time every being carries an inherent
sense of freedom. Also, human beings
are armed with exclusive privilege to
guide their actions by choice and dis-
crimination. The two, read together,
offers the opportunity to transcend
imitations of mind through conscious
efforts, when it gets submerged in the
omniscient fundamental element of
consciousness. Whence, it knows no
limits as full landscape of mind

becomes accessible. Otherwise, a
clouded mind has access to hardly 5 to
7 percent of mind space. You then
become master of your mind, and use

it as an instrument. The choice is
yours. Mind, in fact, is a versatile
equipment, which offers window to
self-reflect, identify and acknowledge

one’s limiting tendencies, and then
address them through fresh educative
inputs. All that is needed is to get into
dhyana mode, turn your attention
inwards, when the limiting tendencies
will come into sight. Following the
process further, one needs to get into
pratyahara mode – get disengaged
from the indwelling thought seeds that
otherwise prove limiting. You then
become master of your own self.

Long back, someone having met
successive failures, and having lost all
hope in life, came asking: “Sir, what is
in store of my destiny. What wrong I
did that I have been through such an
unpleasant ordeal for so long?” Well,
you have been a victim of your own
self-undoing acts. “How?” He coun-
tered. You are born in fiery sign Aries,
with its lord too in another fiery sign.
That makes you haughty, impulsive,
aggressive, and erratic. You wish to live
in a demanding mode on your whims
and fancy. You are self-willed and
overconfident about your capability.
Adverse aspect of Mars over Jupiter
points to your inflated ego. That binds
you to self-defined beliefs and percep-
tions. It doesn’t allow the space neces-

sary to look beyond for a reality check.
You are not keen to entertain advisory
and counsel, of elders and superiors.
It is difficult for you to digest things
don’t happen on expected lines. Moon
opposite Venus makes you emotionally
too much sensitive, which makes you
get overexercised even on trivial
issues. You keep unnecessarily mulling
on them much beyond their due.
Consequently priority preferences get
compromised. You jump into action
without applying proper forethought.
Moon being in a dual sign, you lack
the focus necessary to put in consis-
tent efforts. The result is there to see.
“Is it possible to overcome the above
shortcomings that are certainly there
in me?” He asked. You need to pursue
dhyana regularly to fry the indwelling
thought seeds that are limiting and
then redefine the thought process
afresh seeking regular counselling. He
religiously followed the advisory and is
a changed man now. Through his rea-
soned conduct, has tasted success..      
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