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QUOTE OF THE DAY
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Why didn’t the government arrest and jail
the CM's brothers when a former sarpanch
in the CM's village Kondareddypally died
declaring that he was dying due to
harassment by the CM’s brothers? The CM
should reveal whether justice is different
for the CM and his family and others. Did
Congress leaders console the families of
the students who died eating
contaminated food in residential schools?
Did the government take
responsibility for the students
who died eating worm-infested f
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Devaansh Nara sets world record in solving chess puzzles

DON'T MISS...

R'Seema tourismto

grow: Durgesh

Minister for Tourism Kandula
Durgesh has pledged to develop
the Rayalaseema region as a
prominent tourism hub, focusing
on Gandikota and Siddavatam.
Speaking at an interaction meeting
on Sunday, where public
representatives from the Kapu and
Balija communities were felicitated,
the Minister reaffirmed his
commitment to advancing tourism
projects across the four districts of
Rayalaseema. Durgesh highlighted
the need to preserve ancient
irrigation tanks and wells in the
region, emphasising that tourism
development could ...

o
ISRO to study how
Crops grow in space

Demonstration of seed
germination in outer space, a
robotic arm to catch a tethered
debris there, and testing of green
propulsion systems are some of
the experiments planned on the
POEM-4 -- the fourth stage of
ISRO’s PSLV rocket that remains
in orbit after launching a satellite.
The PSLV-C60 mission, slated for
an yearend launch, is scheduled to
place the twin satellites "Chaser
and Target’ to demonstrate the
space docking technologies that
are crucial for building India’s
space station...
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‘BiTand FTAsare two
separate pacts’

Demands of certain developed
countries from India to negotiate
‘investment protection’ elements
under an FTA is inappropriate as
negotiating the matter as part of a
separate chapter under the trade
pact could have larger and
detrimental implications, source
said. Legally speaking, they said,
the investment protection element
provides a wide range of
obligations and commitments
bestowed upon foreign investors,
which are expansive in nature.
"Recently, a lot has been heard
about countries that ...

o
Rohit should change
his tactics; Shastri

With skipper Rohit Sharma
struggling to decipher a way to
score runs in the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy, former India coach Ravi
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PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Nine-year-old chess prodigy
Devaansh Nara has etched
his name in the annals of chess
history by setting a world
record for the “Fastest
Checkmate Solver - 175
Puzzles” The prestigious
World Book of Records,
London, has officially recog-
nised this remarkable feat,

along with two other records,
making Devaansh one of the
most accomplished young tal-
ents on the global stage.

The record-breaking event,
aptly titled “Checkmate
Marathon,” saw Devaansh
solving 175 progressively chal-
lenging puzzles derived from
the celebrated chess compila-
tion 5334 Problems,
Combinations, and Games by

Laszl6 Polgar. Demonstrating
extraordinary tactical acu-
men, Devaansh completed the
challenge within a stringent
time frame, showcasing his
sharp intellect and unwavering
focus.

Devaansh attributes his suc-
cess to the support of his par-
ents, Brahmani and Lokesh,
and the mentorship of his
coach, K Rajashekar Reddy.

The son of
Education & IT
Minister Lokesh
makes history

by clinching
'Fastest
Checkmate
Solver- 175

His father, Lokesh Nara,
expressed immense pride, stat-
ing, “T've seen Devaansh train
with laser-sharp focus and
passionately embrace the
sport. He draws inspiration
from the stellar performances
of Indian chess players on the
global stage. I am grateful to
Roy Chess Academy for mak-
ing chess engaging and enjoy-
able for him.”

Over the past six months,
Devaansh has been training
rigorously, dedicating five to
six hours daily to sharpen his
skills. His coach, K Rajashekar
Reddy, described him as a cre-
ative and focused learner,
adding, “Devaansh’s mental
agility and interest in solving
complex puzzles are excep-
tional.

Continued onPage2
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Like in Be

eying Telugu film stars

Banking on the latest tussle between the

ngal, BJP

Congress admin and Telugu film stars, the BJP
has jumped into the scene to win the support of
prominent film stars to strengthen its base in
both Telugu states and also to bag youth
support. As it successfully lured Bengali film
stars to counter Mamata Banerjee in West
Bengal, in the Telugu states too, the BJP is
reportedly making moves so as not to miss the
bus. As the star power in West Bengal helped it
enormously during elections and eroded the

clout of Mamata, the BJP
the same technique can b
the Telugu states if it can
Telugu film stars

PNS m HYDERABAD South India, the party appears
determined to expand its influ-
ence in the Telugu film industry.
A senior BJP leader from
Telangana, who hails from the
same community as Allu Arjun,
is reportedly spearheading these
efforts. This leader, who holds a
prominent position in the party,
has received the high command’s
nod to intensify engagement with
Tollywood stars. Efforts are also
underway to attract other promi-

The BJP is ramping up efforts to
court popular Tollywood stars to
boost its influence in Telugu
states. Sources reveal that the
party is actively working to bring
leading actors, including Allu
Arjun and Nagarjuna, into its
fold.

With its existing ally Pawan
Kalyan already being projected as
a prominent Hindutva face in

Allu Arjun's Hyd residence attacked

strongly thinks that
e used successfully in
secure the support of

nent Telugu actors into the BJP.

Meanwhile, the Congress has
found itself at odds with the
Telugu film industry. The demo-
lition of the N-Convention
Centre issue involving Nagarjuna
has further strained the relation-
ship between the party and
Tollywood.

Apart from this, Konda
Surekha’s comments against the
Akkineni family have not gone
down well with the industry.

‘Express feelings responsibly’

Speculations are rife that
Nagarjuna is already in touch
with BJP leaders.

The BJP’s focus on Tollywood
is seen as part of a larger strategy
to connect with youth and the
Telugu population, leveraging the
immense popularity of film stars.
With the green signal from the
high command, BJP’s moves in
this direction are expected to
gain momentum in the coming
months.

Andhra to boost energy
efficiency, lower power

bills: Spl CS Vijayanand

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Andhra Pradesh is set to implement
three key energy efficiency pro-
grammes — URJAVEER, efficient
cooking in Anganwadis, and star-
rated appliances in PMAY homes —
to lower electricity bills and combat
climate change.

Special Chief Secretary for Energy,
K Vijayanand, has said that these ini-
tiatives will significantly reduce
greenhouse gas emissions and align =~ ——= =
with the state's commitment to sus-
tainable development. He empha-
sised the government's focus on 24/7
power supply and attracting invest-
ments in energy efficiency, crucial for
industrial growth and job creation.

In a press release on Sunday,
Vijayanand highlighted the expect-
ed investment of Rs 2000-3000
crores in energy efficiency projects,
including the National Street
Lighting Energy Efficiency Project.
He also acknowledged the State
Energy Efficiency Action Plan

(SEEAP), prepared by APSECM
with CII, which estimates an invest-
ment potential of Rs. 8000 crores by
2031.

The State government is actively
collaborating with the Bureau of
Energy Efficiency (BEE) and other
central agencies to promote energy
efficiency and renewable energy
sources. This includes leveraging
support from organizations like
Energy Efficiency Services Limited
(EESL) to enhance power quality.

AP govt drops charges
against Retd IPS
Officer ABV

1 dead, another
hurt in suspected
shootout

PNS B RAYACHOTI

One person died, and another
was injured in a suspected
shootout in Annamayya district,
a police official said on Sunday.

A group claiming to be members
of the Osmania University Joint
Action Committee, on Sunday
damaged flowerpots and other
things at the residence of Telugu
actor Allu Arjun here.

The protesters threw stones
and tomatoes at the house of Allu
Arjun, barged into the premises
and destroyed flowerpots. They
climbed the house’s boundary

Shastri says the stylish batter
should go in with a clear mindset,
change his tactics, and attack the
bowlers. Rohit missed the opening
Test Down Under to be with his
family for the birth of his second
child. He was expected to reclaim
the opener’s spot but KL Rahul’s
impressive 77 in India’s win at
Perth prompted a rejig of the
batting order with Rohit moving
down to No.6...

-SPORTS

wall and created trouble at Allu
Arjun’s residence. They also
staged a dharna at the gate.

The protesters raised slogans
against the actor and sought jus-
tice for the woman who died in
a stampede at a movie theatre
here earlier this month on the
occasion of the screening of the
actor's latest film 'Pushpa-2.

Continued on Page2

PNS B NEW DELHI

Telugu cinema star Allu Arjun on
Sunday appealed to his fans to not
resort to any kind of abusive lan-
guage or behaviour, both online
and offline, amid fresh allegations
against him in the Sandhya
Theatre stampede case.

A 35-year-old woman died and
her eight-year-old son was injured
on December 4 during a stam-
pede-like situation at the cinema
hall in Hyderabad when thousands
of fans jostled to have a glimpse of
the actor at the premiere of his
recent release "Pushpa 2: The
Rule".

Telangana Chief Minister A
Revanth Reddy on Saturday
alleged that Arjun visited the the-

Pushpa star appeal to fans

atre during the film's screening
despite police permission being
denied, a charge that the actor
denied.

On Sunday, Arjun shared a
word of caution for his fans on
social media.

"I appeal to all my fans to
express their feelings responsibly,
as always and not resort to any
kind of abusive language or behav-
ior both online and offline," he said
in a statement posted on X.

"Misrepresenting as my fans
with fake IDs and fake profiles, if
someone indulges in abusive posts,
strong action will be taken against
them. I request the fans not to
engage with such posts,” the actor
further said in the post.

Continved on Page 2

CM adopts ¢
to reduce his security

PNS W VIJAYAWADA Operating autonomously, the drones
return to a designated docking station
Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu  to recharge after completing their sur-
has drastically reduced his security veillance tasks.

cover by leveraging advanced drone ~ The CM has directed that his
technology. Moving away from security be managed with fewer
conventional heavy securi- officials, ensuring efficien-
ty measures, the CM’s res- cy through the use of
idence in Undavalli now technology. This move

PNS B NEW DELHI

are also expected to attend the meet-
ing, but their names are still being
finalised. Those who attended the last
WEF annual meeting from the central
government included Ashwini
Vaishnaw, Smriti Irani and Hardeep
Singh Puri.

At least three chief ministers --
Devendra Fadnavis, Chandrababu
Naidu and Revant Reddy -- will join
over 100 CEOs and other leaders from
India in Davos next month for the
World Economic Forum Annual
Meeting 2025.

Naidu will also be joined by his
son and senior Andhra Pradesh
minister Nara Lokesh, while

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has also attended
the meeting in the
past, but there is no

official word so far
¥ about his participa-

tion in the high-profile summit, for
which the main theme this time
would be 'collaboration for the intel-
ligent age'.

Expected to be attended by nearly
50 heads of states and governments
from across the world, the annual
meeting would take place in the back-
drop of a change of regime in the US
and various geopolitical and macroeco-
nomic issues including the Ukraine
war and the continuing West Asia cri-
sis.

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Hanumanthu (45) and
Ramana (30), who earn a living
by collecting hair, selling old sil-
ver articles, and rearing goats,
informed their family members
that they were "shot at" early
Sunday morning near Rayachoti.

"This morning, at around 5.30
am, as they (Hanumanthu and
Ramana) were heading to
Madhavaram village, they alleged
that unknown persons shot at

The Andhra Pradesh government
has dropped all charges against
retired IPS officer AB
Venkateswara Rao, concluding a
prolonged legal and administrative
dispute. A Government Order
(GO) issued by Chief Secretary
Neerabh Kumar Prasad cited insuf-
ficient evidence to sustain allega-
tions of procedural lapses and
misuse of authority during Rao's
tenure as Director General of
Intelligence.

Continued on Page 2

Both Modi and Donald Trump had
attended the WEF Annual Meeting in
2018 for the first time as India's Prime
Minister and the US President, respec-
tively.

While Modi became Prime Minister
of India for the third consecutive term
earlier this year, Trump is set to
assume office for the .
second time on
January 20 and his
return is expected

them. They returned and
informed their family members,"
the police said.

Both men sustained injuries
under their right ribs and were
initially taken to a government
hospital in Rayachoti. They were
later shifted to RIMS Hospital in
Kadapa. Hanumanthu suc-
cumbed to his injuries while
undergoing treatment, the police
added.

Continued on Page 2

rone tech Naidu, Revanth for WEF meet in Davos next month

topics of discussion at Davos.

Maharashtra CM Fadnavis and
Andhra Pradesh CM Naidu have
been at Davos multiple times, while
Telangana CM Reddy attended the
WEF Annual Meeing in January 2024
as well.

Besides government leaders and

__ civil society members, the Indian

presence would comprise of top
executives of business conglomer-
ates like Reliance, Tata, Adani,
Birla, Bharti, Mahindra, Godrej,

relies on autonomous
drones for surveillance.
The drones, deployed
by the police, are pro-
grammed to monitor the

residence every two hours,‘ -
—

capturing video footage of the

surroundings. They are designed to
detect unusual movements or suspi-
cious objects and alert the monitoring  a convoy of 17 vehicles.
team in case of any anomalies.

Reddy’s tenure, the Chief Ministers — 2025.
security included 980 personnel and Some senior
Union ministers

Karnataka's Deputy Chief #
Minister D K Shivakumar, Tamil §
Nadu Minister T R B Rajaa and

aligns with his efforts to
reduce barricades and

heavy security arrange- ~ Uttar Pradesh minister Suresh '
ments that often alienate ~ Khanna will also be there for the
the public and party five-day annual congregation in
workers. the Swiss ski resort town

During Y.S. Jagan Mohan  starting on January 20, 4

Continued on Page 2

Naidu will also be joined by his son and senior Andhra .

" Pradesh minister Nara Lokesh, while Karnataka's Deputy ——
Chief Minister D K Shivakumar, Tamil Nadu Minister T R B Rajaa LY )
and Uttar Pradesh minister Suresh Khanna will also be there

for the five-day annual congregation in the Swiss ski

resort town starting on January 20, 2025

to be among key |

s Jindal, Bajaj and Vedanta groups.
Besides Mukesh Ambani and
* Gautam Adani, the next-genera-
) tion leaders from their groups
are also expected to be present,
while technology leaders includ-
ing Salil Parekh of
Infosys, Rishad

Premji of Wipro,
Continued on Page2
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REVANTH REDDY GIVES SMITA SABHARWAL
A RARE CHANCE TO SHINE

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy has done
what even ex CM K Chandrashekar Rao did-
n't—he gave Smita Sabharwal the opportu-
nity to sign Telangana’s first-ever tourism
policy. For the bureaucrat who spent the last
ten years as the CM’s secretary, this marks
a rare moment, as secretaries are typically
not signatories of any policies. The tourism
policy, a first for the state, has Smita’s stamp
all over it. She drafted the policy from scratch
and discussed its key points directly with
Revanth Reddy, who not only approved it but
also ensured that she would be the one to
officially sign it. Smita’s happiness is evi-
dent—after a decade of working behind the
scenes, this moment represents a significant
shift in her role. The tourism policy now
stands as a milestone, both for Telangana and
for Smita Sabharwal’s career.

PRAVEEN PRAKASH’S YOUTUBE LEAP
LEAVES BUREAUCRATS TALKING

When Praveen Prakash took VRS in July,
the buzz was all about his next move. But
no one saw this coming—a YouTube chan-
nel! Yes, the former bureaucrat, known for
his sharp administrative skills, is now shar-
ing tips and tales on PP Talks. From GST
debates to IIT/IIM dilemmas, Praveen is
covering it all. And while some find his can-
did takes refreshing, others in bureaucrat-
ic circles are raising their eyebrows.
Whispers in corridors of power are that he
traded files for fame. The timing of the chan-
nel's launch—right after his retirement—has
only added fuel to the gossip. Was this
always his plan? Whatever the case, one
thing’s for sure: Praveen isn’t looking back,
and his colleagues are glued to his next
upload!

PRATIK JAIN FACES BUREAUCRATIC
BACKLASH AMID DIVIDED OPINIONS
The bureaucratic circles in Telangana are

abuzz with whispers over the Pratik Jain
Lagacherla issue, with opinions sharply
divided. While the attack on the collector
has drawn widespread condemnation, not
everyone is rushing to defend Pratik him-
self. In fact, several senior bureaucrats are
quietly questioning his intentions, point-
ing out that collectors in the state tradition-
ally command immense respect—making
his situation a rather unusual one. Adding
to the murmur is Pratik’s recent meeting
with Tirupathi Reddy, brother of Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy. The meeting has-
n't sat well with many bureaucrats, who are
now openly discussing Pratik’s missteps. It’s
not just about the attack anymore, insid-
er remarked. It’s his conduct and decisions
that have raised eyebrows. For now, the
chatter continues, with the bureaucracy
seemingly at a crossroads—support a peer
or call out what they see as his mistakes.
Either way, Pratik finds himself in the eye
of a very stormy debate.

REVANTH REDDY’S “DIALOGUE, NOT
MONOLOGUE” APPROACH WITH
BUREAUCRACY

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy seems to
be on a mission to redefine how official
meetings are held. Unlike his predecessor
K Chandrashekar Rao, known for his
authoritative and often one-sided interac-
tions, Revanth’s style is turning heads. Word
in the corridors of power is that he’s met
with almost everyone—friends, foes, and
even those bureaucrats who were once
labeled as BRS loyalists. One senior official,
with a sly smile, couldn’t help but spill,
“With Revanth Reddy, it’s dialogue and not
monologue” Quite a loaded statement, isn’t
it? The buzz is that even those who've been
on the receiving end of loopline postings
are now seeing hope of being brought back
into the fold.

--Yours truly

YSRCP to protest against power tariff hike

PNS B TADEPALLI

YSRCP has announced state-
wide protests on December 27
against the steep hike in electric-
ity charges, which have imposed
an additional burden of Rs.
15,485 crores on the people of
Andhra Pradesh.

At the party’s central office in
Tadepalli, senior leaders, includ-
ing former ministers Merugu
Nagarjuna, Velampalli Srinivas,

and Jogi Ramesh, unveiled the
poster for the “YSRCP Porubata”
campaign.

The leaders criticized the
TDP government under
Chandrababu Naidu for betray-
ing pre-election promises and
burdening citizens with exorbi-
tant electricity rates.

They highlighted the party’s
commitment to fighting for the
people’s welfare and demanded
the immediate rollback of the

increased tariffs.

On December 27, protests will
be held across all constituency
headquarters in front of electric-
ity offices, accompanied by the
submission of representations.

YSRCP urged citizens to join
these protests in large numbers
to hold the government account-
able collectively.

“Until the burden is lifted,
YSRCP will continue its struggle
for justice;” the leaders vowed.

SCR Sr. DCM gets ‘Ati
Vishisht Rail Seva Award’

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

Rambabu Vavilapalli, Senior
Divisional Commercial Manager
(Sr. DCM) of South Central
Railway (SCR), has been hon-
oured with the prestigious Ati
Vishisht Rail Seva Puraskar. The
award was presented to him by
Ashwini Vaishnav, the Union
Minister of  Railways,
Information and Broadcasting,
Electronics and IT, during the
69th Railway Week Awards cer-
emony held at Bharat
Mandapam, Pragati Maidan,
New Delhi.

Rambabu Vavilapalli was
recognised for his bravery, espe-
cially during the Budameru flash
floods that disrupted train and
passenger  services  at
Rayanapadu and Kondapalli sta-
tions. His leadership and selfless
efforts in ensuring the safety and
security of railway passengers
were instrumental in mitigating
the impact of the disaster.

Despite the dangerous condi-
tions, Rambabu Vavilapalli led

ALMANAC
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the commercial team through
floodwaters to rescue passengers
stranded on the Tamil Nadu
Express at Rayanapadu. He
closely monitored the entire res-
cue and relief operation, ensur-
ing the safe return of 4,100
stranded passengers to their
destinations within 10 hours by
arranging special trains, all with-
out any casualties.

In addition to his heroic
efforts, he played a key role in
helping the Vijayawada Division
achieve significant milestones,
including surpassing Rs. 5,000
crore in revenue for two consec-
utive years, 2022-23 and 2023-24.
Under his leadership, the divi-
sion also recorded its highest-
ever freight revenue of Rs. 4,000
crore.

PNS B TIRUMALA

With a clarion call from Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu to harmonise tradition-
al aesthetics with modern func-
tionality, the Tirumala Tirupati
Devasthanams (TTD) is striv-
ing to make Tirumala a model
pilgrimage centre under its
"Vision 2047 Mission," stated
TTD Executive Officer (EO) J.
Syamala Rao on Sunday.

Addressing the media at
Annamaiah Bhavan in
Tirumala, the EO highlighted
the developmental initiatives
undertaken over the past six
months. Aligning with the
"Swarna Andhra Vision 2047,"
the TTD has invited proposals
for the "Tirumala Vision 2047,"
focusing on planned develop-
ment, environmental sustain-
ability, and heritage conserva-
tion.

The EO noted that while a
zonal plan for Tirumala was
prepared in 2019 under the
TUDA Master Plan, it relied on
outdated 2017 data and no
longer meets current require-
ments. Hence, the TTD is revis-
ing the zonal development plan
to address present and future

needs. Reputed agencies have
been invited to contribute to
this transformative vision,
which includes concept plans
for 18 projects such as smart
parking, new link roads, sub-
ways, and redevelopment of
areas like Rambagicha and

Balaji bus stands, as well as the
Alipiri base camp.

Preserving sanctity

The EO outlined recent ini-
tiatives aimed at preserving
the sanctity of Tirumala while
enhancing pilgrim facilities.

vijayawada 02
TTD’S VISION 2047

Balancing tradition & modernity

These include improving the
quality of Laddu Prasadam
with better ghee testing, provid-

ing round-the-clock
Annaprasadam in queue lines,
setting up donation kiosks,
streamlining queue manage-
ment, curbing encroachments,

regulating eatery rates, and
improving sanitation. "We've
accomplished 10% so far and
have much more to achieve," he
said.

To maintain Tirumala's spir-
itual essence, the EO men-
tioned plans to adopt urban
design guidelines ensuring aes-
thetic and sanctified construc-
tions. Additionally, all donor
rest houses will henceforth
bear only divine names.

Embracing technology

To enhance transparency
and efficiency, the TTD plans
to automate accommodation,
darshan, and other pilgrim ser-
vices, replacing manual opera-
tions. An Al-powered chatbot
is also under consideration to
assist devotees.

The EO emphasised that the
TTD's ultimate goal is to enrich
the pilgrim experience while
safeguarding Tirumala’s cul-
tural and spiritual heritage for
future generations.

TTD Additional EO Ch.
Venkaiah Chowdary, JEO
Goutami, CVSO Sreedhar, CE
Satyanarayana, and other offi-
cials were present at the
briefing.

Minister

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

State Labour Minister V.
Subhash stated that the Dr BR
Ambedkar Konaseema dis-
trict is making strides toward
industrial development,
aligning with the
Swarnandhra Vision 2047.
The district aims to foster the
concept of "An industrialist in

every home."
Addressing the "Speed of
Doing Business in

Konaseema" awareness pro-
gramme at VSM Engineering
College in
Ramachandrapuram on

highlights Konaseema’s industrial vision

Sunday, Minister Subhash,
along with District Collector
Mahesh  Kumar and
Kothapeta MLA Bandaru
Satyanarayana Rao, inaugu-
rated the event by lighting the
ceremonial lamp.

Minister Subhash empha-
sised that this was the first
MSME awareness initiative in
the state, aimed at eradicating
unemployment and empow-
ering youth with self-confi-
dence. He noted that
Konaseema’s potential for
agriculture-based and food-
processing industries makes
it an ideal location for MSME

development. The pro-
gramme is part of Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu’s Swarnandhra Vision
2047.

Subhash announced plans
to establish MSMEs and
industrial parks in every con-
stituency, providing compre-
hensive support through
bank loans and other incen-
tives. He assured aspiring
entrepreneurs of the govern-
ment's commitment to facil-
itating their ventures, stating,
"Come with determination,
and we will take responsibil-
ity to set up industries.”

Technical snag disrupts train services

Disrupted at

PNS B VISAKHAPATNAM

Train operations at
Visakhapatnam Junction were
disrupted early Sunday morn-
ing due to the snapping of over-
head equipment (OHE) cables
at the end of Platform No. 3
around 5:30 a.m. The incident
led to platform changes for sev-
eral trains and delays in their
arrival. However, railway offi-
cials clarified that the cable
replacement was part of
planned maintenance work.
"Maintenance of the OHE
was being carried out towards
the Chavulamadhum side of
PF-3, and the cable replace-
ment was part of the planned
work. There is no truth to
claims on social media suggest-
ing a sudden snap of the
cables," sources from the rail-
way department stated.
Technical teams worked
swiftly to replace the damaged
cable and restore operations.
Commuters praised the rapid
restoration efforts, with pas-
senger Ramesh Kumar saying,

Vis
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"I was impressed that the train
departed on time despite the
disruption.” However, not all
passengers were as fortunate.
Sravan, a traveler from
Secunderabad, reported that
his train, the 22204 Duronto
Express, was detained for
about an hour at Duvvada
and reached Visakhapatnam
three hours late.

Divisional Railway Manager
(DRM) Manoj Kumar Sahoo

akhapatnam rly station

addressed safety concerns, stat-
ing, "It was a technical snag,
and the issue was resolved
within an hour. There is no risk
to passengers in such cases, as
the system automatically cuts
off power supply when over-
head cables snap." Despite the
inconvenience, railway author-
ities were commended for
their swift action, ensuring
minimal disruption to ser-
vices.

Month & Paksham: Krishna Paksha Continued from Page 1
Tithi:
Ashtami: Dec 22 02:32 PM

to Dec 23 05:08 PM
Dec 23 05:08 PM
to Dec 24 07:52 PM

Navami:

journey.”

Nakshatram:

Uttara Phalguni: Dec 22 06:14 AM additional feats: completing the
. to Dec 23 09:09 AM seven-disc Tower of Hanoi puz-
Hasta: . Bec 33 ?g?? ﬁm zle in a mere 1 minute and 43 sec-
0 bec : onds and arranging nine chess
Rahukalam: 8:08 AM to 9:30 AM boards with all 32 pieces in their
Yamagandam:  10:53 AM to 12:15 PM correct positions within five min-
Varjyam: 06:38 PM t0 08:27 PM utes. All his Worlld lrecord
ika: ] ; ttempts were meticulously mon-
Gulika: 1:37 PM t0 2:59 PM & c I .
o - o itored by adjudicators and offi-
Amritakalam: None

Abhijit Muhurtham: 11:53 AM to 12:37 PM

VIJAYAWADA WEATHER

Forecast: Mostly Cloudy
Temp: 31%
Humidity: 61%
Sunrise: 6:32 AM
Sunset: 5:41 PM

Updated: December 22, 2024 5:00 PM

Records, London.

Devaansh’s journey under-
scores the power of perseverance
and dedication. His achieve-
ments highlight the immense
potential of Indian children,
proving that with proper guid-
ance and opportunities, they can
soar to remarkable heights on the

global stage.

Devaansh Nara...

This achievement is just a
milestone in his promising chess

Apart from the chess record,
Devaansh also accomplished two

cials from the World Book of

tions.

ng.

‘Express feelings ...

Continued from Page 1

Hours after Reddy slammed Arjun, the National
Award winner refuted the allegations saying, it was
not true, and in fact, the police were clearing the way
for him and he reached the venue under their direc-

He, without referring to anyone, also dismissed the
accusations that he held a roadshow waving to the
crowd. The eight-year-old boy, who is undergoing
treatment at a private super-speciality hospital in
Hyderabad after getting injured in the stampede, is
maintaining his vital parameters well on his own
without any external support of oxygen or inotropes,
as reported on Saturday.

Following the incident on December 4, the city
police registered a case against Arjun, his security
team, and the theatre management under different
sections of Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) at the
Chikkadpally police station based on the complaint
lodged by the deceased woman's family.

The actor was arrested by the city police in con-
nection with the death of the woman on December
13. The Telangana High Court granted him a four-
week interim bail on the same day and Arjun was
released from a prison here on December 14 morn-

Allu Arjun’s Hyd...

Continued from Page 1

The protesters were taken
away by the police. A placard
left by them said crores are
made by making films while
those watching films are dying.

Addressing the media, the
OU JAC leaders said that cin-

ema people are looting public
funds and earning crores. They
criticised film directors and
producers for not speaking
about Revathi’s death. Film
industry people should be
ashamed of criticising the
Congress Government which is
speaking for the poor, they said.

AP govt drops charges ...

Continued from Page 1

The allegations, initiated
under the previous govern-
ment, concerned alleged irreg-
ularities in procuring surveil-
lance equipment. However,
after a detailed review, the cur-
rent government found no
grounds to continue discipli-
nary proceedings. The GO
highlighted limitations under
retirement rules and refer-

enced a Supreme Court judg-
ment that discouraged pro-
longed departmental inquiries,
citing mental distress and ero-
sion of public trust.

The Advocate General and
the Law Department advised
against further inquiry, stating
that it would serve no purpose.
The government instructed
the Director General of Police
to implement the decision,
affirming Rao's exoneration.

Naidu, Revanth ...

Continued from Page 1
Continued from Page 1

as also Sumant Sinha of
ReNew, Vijay Shekhar Sharma
of Paytm and Adar
Poonawalla of Serum Institute
are expected in the Swiss
Alpine resort town.

Geneva-based WEE, which
describes itself as an internation-
al organisation for public-private
cooperation, will convene lead-
ers from government, business
and civil society as well as sci-
entific and cultural thinkers for
its 55th annual meeting under
the theme of 'Collaboration for
the Intelligent Age'.

According to the WEE, the
meeting will serve as a trusted
global platform for dialogue
and cooperation, bring togeth-
er a diverse community of stake-
holders, seek to connect the dots
in an era of complexity and be
firmly future-oriented -- both in
terms of insights and solutions.

Several sessions are expected
to be attended by Indian lead-
ers, including one on 'India's
Economic Blueprint'.

As one of the world's fastest-
growing major economies, India
has been growing at over 8 per
cent and this growth has been

buoyed by a focus on promot-
inglocal innovation and startups
in technology and manufactur-
ing, representing a departure
from traditional export-orient-
ed models.

Theleaders would deliberate
how has India capitalised on this
new blueprint and to what
extent can it continue to drive
global growth.

According to the WEE the
annual meeting will take place
at a time when geo-economic
fragmentation, geopolitical
polarisation and divisions over
values continue to impact coun-
tries and communities across the
world.

At the same time, exponen-
tial innovation and deployment
around whole sets of inter-con-
nected technologies -- from Al
and quantum to energy tech,
biotech and health tech -- offer
an unprecedented opportunity
to increase productivity and
hence standards of living.

Reviving and reimagining
growth is critical to building
stronger and more resilient
economies and the meeting
would seek to discuss how to
avoid an Age of Fragmentation
and instead work together on a
can-do, people-centred agenda
for an Intelligent Age.

CM adopts drone ...

Continued from Page 1

In contrast, CM Naidu,
despite being under Z-plus secu-
rity, is protected by only 121 per-
sonnel, with a convoy of 11 vehi-
cles.

The state government has
instructed district authorities
to adopt similar technology-
driven security protocols,
marking a significant shift in
the state’s approach to VIP
security.

1 dead, another hurt ...

Continued from Page 1

Additionally, they stated
that an investigation is ongo-
ing to ascertain the type of
weapon involved, noting that
"the area is notorious for the
use of pellet guns by hunters".

Police said more clarity
would emerge after the post-

mortem, and a case has been
registered based on a com-
plaint lodged by
Hanumanthu's wife.
Incidentally, Hanumanthu,
Ramana, and their families
had set up tents on the out-
skirts of Rayachoti only a
fortnight ago as part of their
livelihood activities.

Although every possible care and caution has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is being sold on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, and printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any
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Bhavani Deeksha devotees relinquishing their Deeksha at Arjun Street at Kanaka D

T " zre. B

urga Temple in Vijayawada

on Sunday. A heavy rush of ‘Bhavanis” was witnessed at the temple on the second day of the Deeksha relinquishment.

Temple in Vijayawada on Sunday

Home Min{ster Vangalapudi Anitha speaking to the Bhavani devoteesiat Kanaka Durga

-

-

(Photos: Ch.Vijaya Bhaskar)

60,000 Bhavani devotees visit Durga Temple on Day 2

B Over 4.64 lakh .addu Prasada

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

As part of the five-day Bhavani Deeksha
relinquishment, on Sunday, the second day
of the Bhavani Deeksha Viramana
Mahotsavam, over 60,000 Bhavani devo-
tees visited the Sri Durga Malleswara
Swamy Varla Devasthanam in Vijayawada
up to 5 pm. This marked an increase of
approximately 20,000 devotees compared
to the footfall on the first day of the five-
day Bhavani Deeksha relinquishment.
The surge in devotees underscores the
immense spiritual significance of the
Bhavani Deeksha Viramana Mahotsavam,
with devotees flocking to seek the bless-
ings of goddess Kanaka Durga during this
auspicious period. Temple authorities
have made special arrangements to man-
age the growing crowd and ensure
smooth darshan for all visitors. On the

second day, devotees were allowed to take
darshan at 3 a.m.

Thousands of devotees participated in
the Giri Pradakshina chanting 'Jai Durga
Jai Jai Durga'. They had Kanaka Durga
Devi darshan after taking holy bath in
Krishna. Later, the Bhavani Deeksha
devotees dropped the ghee-filled
coconuts and other materials in the
‘Trumudi’ at the ‘Homa Gundam’ at the
base of the hill.

Meanwhile, the Durga temple authori-
ties are providing Annadanam for all devo-
tees. Around 21,000 devotees received
Annadanam until 5 pm. As many as
2,70,000 Laddu Prasadams were sold out
while 10,228 Kesakhandana tickets were
sold, said Temple Executive Officer (EO)
KS Rama Rao. He noted that 42,000
Bhavani devotees had Durga Devi Darshan
on the first day. Also, 1,94,116 Laddu

Durga Temple Executive Officer KS Rama Rao and Vedic Scholars presenting a portrait to Home Minister
Vangalapudi Anitha at the Veda Ashirvachana Mandapam at Kanaka Durga Temple in Vijayawada on Sunday

Businesses hit by 18-month
suspension of international air cargo

| Local businesses now relying on road transport, which increases shipping costs and time

PNS B VISAKHAPATNAM

Visakhapatnam, a key industrial hub
in India, is grappling with significant
logistical challenges due to the ongo-
ing suspension of international air
cargo services at its international air-
port. The disruption, which has
lasted over 18 months, has severely
impacted the region's export and
import operations, forcing business-
es to rely on more costly and time-
consuming alternatives.

Local businesses are feeling the
pinch, with many relying on road
transport, which increases shipping
costs and time. "The delays are hav-
ing a direct impact on our ability to
meet global demand," said a repre-
sentative of a leading pharmaceuti-
cal company.

The situation is particularly acute
for companies like Brandix India
Apparel City in Atchutapuram,
which relies heavily on air freight
for importing raw materials from
and exporting finished garments to
Sri Lanka. "Around 50 per cent of
the cargo space on these flights

would be utilised by our ship-
ments, optimizing the overall flow;"
said a company representative.
Union Minister Kinjarapu Ram
Mohan Naidu has been actively
advocating for a resolution. "The
government is aware of the chal-
lenges faced by the industry," Naidu
said. "We are pushing for immedi-
ate steps to revive the internation-

al air cargo service." He raised the
matter with Minister Nara Lokesh
during a visit to Visakhapatnam in
September, who subsequently dis-
cussed it with the Union Minister.

Despite ongoing efforts, tangible
progress has been slow. O Naresh
Kumar, vice-president of the AP Air
Passengers Association, confirmed
that discussions are ongoing, saying,

"We met with the Union Minister
during his recent visit, and he
spoke to the Chairman of the
Airport Authority of India (AAI)
about the issue. We are hopeful that
air cargo services will resume soon.”

Currently, flights to destinations
like Singapore, Bangkok, and
Malaysia have the capacity to carry
cargo but are restricted to passen-
ger transport. Adding to the chal-
lenge, the Kuala Lumpur service is
slated to cease operations in January
due to insufficient passenger traf-
fic, further reducing potential cargo
capacity.

The local business community is
urging immediate action, as the
impasse continues to affect busi-
nesses in Visakhapatnam. Raja
Reddy, Director of Visakhapatnam
Airport, confirmed that discus-
sions regarding the resumption of
international cargo services are
ongoing in Delhi. "We are explor-
ing the possibility of assigning
international cargo operations to
the AP Trade Promotion
Corporation."
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Prasadam and 5,915 Kalyana Katta tick-
ets were sold, he added.

Further, he stated that on the second day,
up to 5 pm, 2,69,299 Laddu Prasadam and
10,228 Kalyana Katta tickets were sold. He
said that the total revenue on the first day
was Rs.36,48,759, while it was Rs.52,06,488
on Sunday. Further, he said that around
seven lakh devotees were anticipated dur-
ing the five-day Mahotsavam.

He said for the first time, they intro-
duced a special app for the convenience of
the devotees and security arrangements are
being supervised from the integrated
command control room at the Model
Guest House.

Meanwhile, Minister for Home Affairs
and Disaster Management Vanglapudi
Anitha, NTR District Collector Dr G
Lakshmisha and Police Commissioner SV
Rajasekhar Babu inspected the arrange-

eeksha Viramana Mahotsvam

ments. Later, the Home Minister moni-
tored the Bhavani Deeksha Viramana
Mahotsavam process from the Integrated
Command Control Room.

Prior to this, Home Minister Anitha vis-
ited the Durga temple. After having dar-
shan, she spoke to the devotees regarding
the arrangements. They are giving prior-
ity to drinking water and security, she said.
She expressed happiness over the arrange-
ments.

Later, Vedic Scholars gave blessings to
Anitha at the Veda Ashirvachana
Mandapam. EO Rama Rao and others pre-
sented her with Sesha Vastram, Laddu
Prasadam and portrait. Telangana State
Panchayat Raj and Rural Development
Minister D Anasuya alias Seetakka, film
actor Upendra, NTR District Police
Commissioner SV Rajasekhar Babu and
others also visited the temple.

GVMC wins national award for
public awareness programmes

PNS B VISAKHAPATNAM

The Greater Visakhapatnam
Municipal Corporation (GVMC)
has been recognised for its outstand-
ing public awareness initiatives.
GVMC has secured the first prize in
the Best Public Awareness
Programme category at the 2024
National Level Awards of the Public
Relations Society of India (PRSI).
GVMC officials, including
Additional Commissioner DV
Ramanamurthy and Public Relations
Officer N Nageswara Rao, received
the award during the 46th All India
Public Relations Conference held in
Raipur, Chhattisgarh the other day.

GVMC Commissioner Dr P
Sampath Kumar emphasised the
corporation's dedication to trans-
forming Visakhapatnam into a
clean, green, and aesthetically pleas-
ing city. Initiatives such as Eco-
Vizag, Swachh Survekshan, season-
al disease control, waste segrega-
tion, home composting, communi-
ty gardening, water conservation,
and the elimination of single-use
plastic items have contributed to
improving the city's environmen-
tal quality and actively engaged the
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public in environmental and health
awareness campaigns.

Dr. Sampath Kumar expressed
his gratitude to the residents of
Visakhapatnam, including the
Mayor, ward corporators, public
representatives, and various
organisations, for their active par-
ticipation and cooperation in

achieving this prestigious nation-
al recognition. Mayor Golagani
Hari Venkata Kumari stated that
this award serves as a testament to
the GVMC's commitment to pub-
lic service and its successful efforts
in raising public awareness on cru-
cial environmental and health
issues.

‘Sankranti Sambaralu’ celebrated in advance Seven DMHOs transterred

A scene from the Rangoli competition organised by SITI Cable at the KBC ZP High School at Patamata in Vijayawada on Sunday (Photo: Ch.Vijaya Bhaskar)

NTR police hold awareness
campaign for two-wheelers
on helmet use

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

In response to the Andhra Pradesh
High Court's recent directives
emphasising the enforcement of
helmet usage among two-wheeler
riders, the NTR District Traffic and
Law & Order Police in Vijayawada
have intensified their awareness
campaigns. These initiatives aim to
educate the public on the critical
importance of wearing helmets
and to address the issue of pend-
ing traffic challans.

As part of the awareness cam-
paigns, under the guidance of
Police Commissioner SV
Rajasekhar Babu, officers conduct-
ed extensive vehicle checks and edu-

cational programmes throughout
the city on Sunday. The focus was
on highlighting the life-saving ben-
efits of helmet usage, particularly
targeting young riders. During
these checks, police verified pend-
ing challans and urged violators to
settle them promptly. Emphasis
was placed on the legal requirement
to wear helmets, with officers
reminding riders of the potential
consequences of non-compliance.

Recently, the Andhra Pradesh
High Court expressed dissatisfac-
tion with the enforcement of
mandatory helmet laws, noting
that 667 fatalities occurred between
June and September due to non-
compliance.

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

response.

On the occasion of the late Potluri Ramakrishna's birth
anniversary, a prominent figure and founder of Siti
Cable in Vijayawada, Siti Cable, Lio, and Sri Chakra
jointly organised the Sankranti Sambaralu at the
Koneru Basavaiah Chowdary Zilla Parishad High
School in Patamata, Vijayawada, on Sunday. In this con-
nection, a Rangoli competition was organised exclu-
sively for women, which witnessed an enthusiastic

Vijayawada East MLA Gadde Rama Mohana Rao
along with VMC Corporator Mummaneni Prasad and
Siti Cable MD Potluri Sai Babu inaugurated the
Sankranti Sambaralu. The event, which celebrated the
spirit of the Sankranti festival, brought a lively village
atmosphere to the KBC ZP High School grounds. Later,
guests presented prizes AC, refrigerator, and washing
machine to the first three winners in Rangoli contest.
Also, consolation prizes were distributed.

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

The Andhra Pradesh State govern-
ment has transferred seven Civil
Surgeons serving as District Medical
and Health Officers (DMHOs) across
the State on administrative grounds.
The move comes after the relaxation
of the ban on transfers, enabling the
reshuffling of officials to improve
administrative efficiency in the
Health, Medical & Family Welfare
Department. In this connection, the
Health, Medical & Family Welfare
Department Special Chief Secretary,
MT Krishna Babu,
Government Order (G.O.Rt.No.781)
recently.

According to the Government
Orders, the State government trans-
ferred the DM&HO, Krishna District,

Dr G Geethabai, Civil Surgeon

(General Line) to Vijayawada

issued a

Municipal Corporation and posted her
as Chief Medical & Health Officer
(CMHO) on deputation. She has
worked in the same post earlier in the
VMC. While the DM&HO, Eluru, Dr
S Sermista, Civil Surgeon, was trans-
ferred and posted as Krishna
DM&HO.

Similarly, Srikakulam DM&HO Dr
B Meenakshi was transferred and
posted as Visakhapatnam RTC (Male)
Principal, while Vizianagaram
DM&HO Dr S Bhaskara Rao was post-
ed as DM&HO, Parvathipuram
Manyam district. Nellore DM&HO Dr

M Penchalaiah has been posted as

Additional
Rampachodavaram in the Alluri Sita
Rama Raju district.

DM&HO (T),

‘Star Arogya Digi Seva’ blends
telemedicine, mobile health units

PNS B VIJAYAWADA

Star Health Insurance has announced the
launch of its innovative CSR programme, Star
Arogya Digi Seva, in partnership with the
Centre for Chronic Disease and Control
(CCDC). This initiative seeks to bridge
healthcare gaps in rural communities by com-
bining the power of telemedicine with Mobile
Health Units to deliver essential medical ser-
vices in remote underserved and unserved
geographies. The programme will initially

serve 44 villages across four Aspirational

Districts in Andhra Pradesh Visakhapatnam,
Anakapalli, Vizianagaram, and Srikakulam -
focusing on preventive healthcare and man-
agement of non-communicable diseases such

as diabetes and hypertension.

Dimple Raisurana Kapur, EVP & Head out-
lined the transformative nature of the project:
“Star Arogya Digi Seva represents our com-
mitment to social responsibility and sustain-
able community impact. We believe that qual-

ity healthcare must be accessible to everyone
regardless of geography or socio-economic
status. By integrating technology with mobile,
on-the-ground services, we are developing a
healthcare model that empowers under-

served communities, promotes disease pre-
vention, and improves overall well-being. This
initiative reflects our deep commitment to
preventive healthcare aligned with IRDAT’s
mission of ‘Insurance for All”

Through the Star Arogya Digi Seva initia-
tive the free telemedicine service empowers
individuals to connect with qualified health-
care professionals for consultations, advice,
diagnostic services, and follow-up care.
Additionally, the programme includes edu-
cational outreach to increase awareness

about diabetes and hypertension manage-

ment, as well as iron nutrition to improve
community health. Mobile Health Units
extend this reach, ensuring that those in
remote and underserved areas receive time-
ly and vital medical attention.
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Durgesh vows to develop
tourism in Rayalaseema

PNS B KADAPA

Minister for Tourism Kandula
Durgesh has pledged to develop the
Rayalaseema region as a prominent
tourism hub, focusing on
Gandikota and Siddavatam.
Speaking at an interaction meeting
on Sunday, where public represen-
tatives from the Kapu and Balija
communities were felicitated, the
Minister reaffirmed his commit-
ment to advancing tourism projects
across the four districts of
Rayalaseema.

Durgesh highlighted the need to
preserve ancient irrigation tanks
and wells in the region, emphasis-
ing that tourism development could
bring much-needed employment
opportunities to the drought-affect-
ed districts. He assured that the gov-
ernment is determined to transform
Gandikota and Siddavatam into
prime tourist attractions in the
near future.

The Minister also announced
plans to enhance the famous
Suryalanka beach in Bapatla dis-
trict and mentioned the allocation
of Central Government funds for
the development of the Akhanda
Godavari and Gandikota tourism
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projects. “The government is com-
mitted to ensuring equal oppor-
tunities for Dalits, Kapus, and
Balijas in the backward
Rayalaseema districts. People
from the Kapu and Balija commu-
nities should draw inspiration
from the region’s prominent fig-
ures to achieve great heights,” he
remarked.

Durgesh lauded Deputy Chief

Command Control system
can check crimes: DIG

PNS B BAPATLA

South Coastal Range DIG Sarva
Shreshta Tripathi emphasised that
many types of crimes can be effec-
tively controlled through the estab-
lishment of command control sys-
tems.

During a surprise inspection on
Sunday, the DIG visited Chirala
One Town Police Station,
Karamchedu Police Station, and
the surrounding areas of
Ramapuram Beach. He reviewed
the law and order situation, traf-
fic issues, and crime-related con-
cerns, offering several suggestions
to local authorities.

Addressing the media, DIG
Tripathi stated that the inspection
was part of routine duties. He dis-
cussed traffic management, law
and order maintenance, pending
cases, and cybercrime with the
local authorities, providing action-
able recommendations.

He urged the public to remain
vigilant against cybercrime, cau-
tioning them to stay alert while

dealing with suspicious calls or
threats. He advised citizens to
report such incidents to the local
police station without hesitation. In
cases of financial loss due to cyber
fraud, he recommended immedi-
ately contacting the helpline num-
ber 1930. The DIG also stressed the
need for greater public awareness
about cybercrime.

SP Tushar Dudi noted that set-
ting up a command control system
would improve services to the
public. Plans are underway to
establish an integrated command
control at Chirala One Town Police
Station and Ramapuram Beach.
CCTV cameras and microphones
will be widely installed in Chirala's
urban, rural, and beach areas,
with all systems interconnected.

“This setup will enable author-
ities to alert on-duty personnel or
residents about suspicious situa-
tions through microphones. The
DIG has reviewed the proposal,
and steps will be taken for its
implementation soon,” SP Dudi
added.
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Minister K Pawan Kalyan for his
pivotal role in the coalition’ rise to
power. He praised Pawan Kalyan’s
leadership and expressed gratitude
for being part of Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu’s cabinet.
The Minister expressed opti-
mism about the collective leader-
ship of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Chief Minister Chandrababu
Naidu, and Deputy Chief Minister

Depression
weakens into
low pressure

PNS B GUNTUR

The well-marked low-pressure
area over the west-central Bay of
Bengal, which formed on
Saturday, continued to persist in
the same region as of 8:30 a.m. on
Sunday, according to the
Meteorological Centre. The asso-
ciated cyclonic circulation extends
up to 3.1 km above mean sea level.
The system is expected to move
west-southwestwards and reach
the southwest Bay of Bengal near
the northern Tamil Nadu and
southern Andhra Pradesh coasts
around December 24.

The weather forecast indicates
heavy rainfall at isolated places in
South Coastal Andhra Pradesh on
December 24, 25, and 26.
Thunderstorms accompanied by
lightning are likely at isolated
places in South Coastal Andhra
Pradesh from December 23 to 26,
in Rayalaseema on December 24,
25, and 26, and in North Coastal
Andhra Pradesh on December 23.
Light to moderate rain is likely at
one or two places across Coastal
Andhra Pradesh and Rayalaseema
over the next seven days. During
the past 24 hours, rainfall was
reported at a few locations in
Coastal Andhra Pradesh and at
one or two places in Rayalaseema,
the report added.

PD ACT INVOKED AGAINST
RED SANDERS SMUGGLER
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PNS B TIRUPATI

The police have invoked the Preventive
Detention (PD) Act against a notorious red
sander smuggler.

Superintendent of Police L Subba Rayudu
said here on Sunday that Sheik Champati
Jakhier was involved in eight cases of ille-
gal red sander transport.

SP Subba Rayudu recommended to
Kadapa District Collector and also District
Magistrate Cherukuri Sridhar that an order
be issued to invoke the AP Act against him.
The Collector issued orders to invoke the PD
Act against Jakhir. The police have invoked
the PD Act against Jakhir and sent him to
the Central Prison in Kadapa.
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Pawan Kalyan in steering the state
towards progress. He assured that
he is addressing grievances brought
to his office diligently.

The event was attended by MLC
C Ramachandraiah, Kapu
Corporation Chairman and for-
mer Minister Kottapalli Subba
Rayudu, Kanna Nagaraju, and JSP
district president Sunkara Srinivas,
among others.
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Ministers urge Collector to
consult NGRI on Dar31 tremors

PNS B ONGOLE

In light of the recent series of
earthquakes in the Darsi con-
stituency of Prakasam district,
Energy Minister Gottipati Ravi
Kumar and Social Welfare
Minister Dola Bala Veeranjaneya
Swamy have taken proactive steps
to address public concerns. The
Ministers have directed the
Prakasam District Collector to
conduct a detailed investigation
into the recurring seismic activi-
ty reported over the past two days.

Stressing the importance of
identifying the root causes of
these tremors, the Ministers
instructed the Collector to collab-
orate with the Disaster
Management Department and
engage with scientists from the
National Geophysical Research
Institute (NGRI). The aim is to
pinpoint the epicentre and under-
stand the reasons behind the fre-
quent earthquakes. The Ministers
also requested a comprehensive
report on the seismic events,
highlighting the necessity for sci-
entific analysis and precautionary
measures to ensure public safety.
They assured residents that the
government is committed to mit-
igating risks and safeguarding the
community. “We urge the people

Ministers address
concerns over frequent

earthquakes in Prakasam

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

The State is in focus with an
unusual series of earthquakes in
the Prakasam district, prompting
swift action from Ministers
Gottipati Ravi Kumar and Dola
Bala Veeranjaneyaswamy. They
have taken steps to address the
concerns of residents in the affect-
ed areas, particularly in the Darsi
constituency.

In an emergency meeting held
with the Prakasam District
Collector, the ministers discussed
the recurring seismic activity,
stressing the need for a deeper
understanding of the phenome-
non. They directed the Collector
to collaborate with the Disaster
Management authorities to inves-
tigate the underlying causes of the

earthquakes. To ensure a compre-
hensive assessment, the ministers
recommended involving experts
from the National Geophysical
Research Institute (NGRI) if nec-
essary. Their aim is to leverage sci-
entific expertise to analyse seismic
patterns and mitigate risks effec-
tively. Highlighting the urgency of
the situation, the ministers
instructed officials to prepare a
detailed report that includes data
on the frequency, intensity and
possible causes of the tremors. This
report will serve as a foundation
for implementing necessary mea-
sures to safeguard the public and
infrastructure.

Reassuring residents of the gov-
ernment's commitment to their
safety, the ministers urged people
to remain calm and avoid panic.

of Prakasam district to remain
calm and resilient during this peri-
od. The government is actively
monitoring the situation and
working with experts to provide
clarity and solutions;” said Minister
Gottipati Ravi Kumar. Minister
Dola Bala Veeranjaneya Swamy
added, “We are dedicated to
addressing the concerns of the
public and ensuring their safety.
Together, we will overcome this
challenge” The state government
reiterated its commitment to pri-
oritising the well-being of affect-
ed communities and promised to
provide timely updates as more
information emerges.
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PRAKASAM
ROCKED AGAIN

PNS M ONGOLE

Mild tremors were felt in Prakasam dis-
trict on Sunday, affecting villages in
Mundlamuru, Darshi, and Kurichedu
mandals. Fortunately, no damage to prop-
erty has been reported.

The tremors occurred at 10:40 am and
lasted for about a second, according to
officials. The seismic activity was record-
ed on the Richter Scale, though the exact
magnitude was not disclosed. Authorities
have been monitoring the situation close-
ly and have urged residents to remain vig-
ilant. It is noteworthy that similar tremors
were reported in parts of Prakasam and
Bapatla districts on Saturday morning,
registering a magnitude of 3.1 on the
Richter Scale. Local sources attribute the
recurring tremors to extensive granite
quarrying in the Chimakurthy region, sug-
gesting that the activity may be affecting
the earth’s internal layers. Officials are con-
tinuing to assess the situation to ensure
public safety.

DIG warns public
against buying properties

linked to illegal activities

PNS B VISAKHAPATNAM

Deputy Inspector General (DIG)
Gopinath Jatti has issued a stern
warning to the public regarding
property transactions, emphasising
the importance of exercising cau-
tion when dealing with individu-
als involved in illicit activities. Jatti
stated that acquiring properties
from such individuals can have
severe legal repercussions, includ-
ing the potential seizure of the
property by authorities.

"We are determined to disman-
tle these networks," Jatti declared.
"Properties accumulated through
illegal earnings will not only be
confiscated, but will also serve as
a strong deterrent to others
engaged in such activities." This

warning comes on the heels of the
conviction of Nageswara Rao, a key
figure in a State-wide ganja smug-
gling network. Following a decade-
long investigation, Rao was found
guilty of his extensive involvement
in the illegal trade.

A senior police officer revealed
that Rao's modus operandi involved
cultivating and transporting ganja
in remote areas, initially making it
difficult for authorities to track his
operations. However, persistent
efforts by the police led to the col-
lection of substantial evidence, ulti-
mately securing his conviction.
The police have now initiated the
process of identifying and seizing
properties acquired through the
proceeds of Rao's illegal smuggling
activities.

Minister announces EV fleet plans for APSRTC

PNS B VISAKHAPATNAM

As part of his North Andhra tour,
Minister for Transport, Youth
Affairs, and Sports, Mandipalli
Ramprasad Reddy, visited the
Visakhapatnam Depot of Andhra
Pradesh State Road Transport
Corporation (APSRTC) and inau-
gurated a Super Luxury bus and
three Express buses. These new
additions will operate on routes to
Paderu, Vizianagaram, and
Amalapuram, enhancing connectiv-
ity and travel comfort for passengers.

During his address, Ramprasad
Reddy announced plans to requisi-
tion additional buses, including
approximately 2,000 electric buses
to be allotted across Andhra
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Pradesh. This move aligns with
APSRTC's goal to convert its entire
bus fleet to electric buses by 2029.
The Minister emphasized the
importance of addressing employ-

‘Media, entertainment sector
offers great job opportunities’

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

The media and entertainment sec-
tor has a great opportunity for job
creation as well as entrepreneurship
potential, says ADG PIB Vijayawada,
Rajinder Chaudhry. Interacting with
the delegates of the Yuva Sangam
from Uttar Pradesh, Chaudhry said
that the government is organising the
World Audio Visual Entertainment
Summit-2025 (WAVES-2025) and it
will open new frontiers for creative
minds. He addressed a youth gath-
ering at Yuva Sangam, an exposure
tour for youth to various states of the
country, under the Government of

Indias initiative of Ek Bharat Shresht
Bharat (EBSB) programme, organ-
ised in the School of Planning and
Architecture, Vijayawada. The
youths consisting of students and
professionals are from different
parts of Uttar Pradesh, a pairing
State with Andhra Pradesh for
EBSB. He made a presentation at
Yuva Sangam, on WAVES-2025
scheduled for in New Delhi
February 5 to 9. Chaudhry said
WAVES is a step towards tapping
the job and entrepreneur opportu-
nities in the 2.60 trillion USD
worth market in the entertain-
ment sector.

KOPA presents <15 lakh in scholarships to 175 students

PNS W VIJAYAWADA

The Kapu Officials and Professionals
Association (KOPA) organised a scholarship
distribution programme at the Makineni
Basavapunnaiah Vignana Kendram (MBVK)
in Vijayawada on Sunday, providing Rs.15 lakh
in scholarships to 175 merit-based and eco-
nomically disadvantaged students. Former
Krishna District Collector B Lakshmikantham
distributed the scholarships in a programme
held at the Makineni Basavapunnaiah Vignana
Kendram (MBVK) in Vijayawada on Sunday.

Speaking on the occasion, Lakshmikantham
lauded KOPA for its 27 years of support to stu-

dents, regardless of political affiliations. He
noted that many beneficiaries of the pro-
gramme have successfully established careers
abroad. He commended them for doing the
programme irrespective of politics. He suggest-
ed the students improve their skills and effi-
ciency by using the KOPA scholarships to

achieve their targets.

€rs were present.

Canara Bank retired General Manager Puli
Sai Babu, KOPA founder and honorary pres-
ident Ballem Nageswara Rao, president Dr D
Kailasa Rao, secretary Dutta Ramesh Kumar,
treasurer G Rama Rao, ex-officio members R
Naga Satyam, K Venkata Ramana Rao and oth-

5

ee grievances and improving work-
ing conditions, acknowledging the
health concerns of RTC workers. He
assured efforts to provide better
facilities and amenities, prioritizing

both passengers and employees.

Gajuwaka MLA Palla Srinivasa
Rao reiterated the commitment to
fulfilling the TDP's election promise
of a 'free bus scheme for women,'
expected to be introduced soon.
RTC Zonal Chairman Donnu Dora
ensured that employee issues would
be regularly communicated to the
government and resolved promptly.

The event also saw the Minister
distributing awards to the best dri-
vers and conductors from seven
RTC Depots in the city, recogniz-
ing their exceptional service. The
ceremony was attended by sever-
al dignitaries, including Joint
Collector Mayur Ashok and
Deputy Transport Commissioner
Adinarayana.

Sanjay lashes out at CM over
Revathi’s death, Allu’s arrest

PNS B HYDERABAD

Demanding Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy to explain why
he did not arrest and jail his
brothers when a former
sarpanch of the CM’s village,
Kondareddypally, died declaring
that he was dying due to harass-
ment by the CM’s brothers, the
Union Minister of State for
Home Affairs, Bandi Sanjay
Kumar, asked the CM whether
justice is different for the CM
and his family.

In a statement issued on
Sunday, Sanjay said, “It is
shameful on the part of the
CM to create a problem again
by making a AIMIM Member
ask a question in the Assembly
about the Sandhya Theatre
issue. The Congress govern-
ment is conspiring to destroy
the Telugu cinema industry by
making the Assembly a forum
for that along with the
AIMIM, a party which has no
values”

Sanjay said the CM’s com-
ments are intended to character-
assassinate Allu Arjun. The CM
is behaving vengetully towards
the Telugu film industry even
after everyone condemned the
death of a woman in the
Sandhya Theatre incident.

Everyone is praying for Sri Tej’s
recovery and supporting
Revathi’s family, he said.

“Allu Arjun says that he came
to Sandhya Theatre after
informing the police. Since the
last 50 years, all film heroes
come to RTC Cross Roads on
the opening day of the movie.
Moreover, it is also common for
pan-India cinema benefit shows
to have huge audiences.
Knowing this, the admin should
have made advance security
arrangements. It is a shame to
blame others if an innocent
woman fell victim to the
Congress Government's negli-
gence and her son is left in
coma. Arresting Allu Arjun is
nothing but revenge and keep-
ing him in jail for a night
although he was granted bail by
the High Court is proof of the
Congress Government’s inten-
tions,” Sanjay said.

“Did Congress leaders con-
sole the families of the students
who died eating contaminated
food in residential schools? Did
the government take responsi-
bility for the students who died
eating worm-infested rice and
due to snake bites? Revanth
should stop seeking vengeance.
Or else it will suffer the fate of
the BRS, Sanjay said.
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Three-day rituals to mark
Ram Lalla’s consecration

hree-day rituals beginning January 11 will be held at the
TAyodhya Ram temple to mark the first anniversary of the

consecration of the Ram Lalla idol. Ram Lalla will be
anointed and a grand aarti performed at 12:20 pm on
January 11 -- Paush Shukla Dwadashi, according to the
Hindu calendar. The ’pran pratishtha (consecration)’
ceremony at the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Temple was held
on January 22 this year. Champat Rai, general secretary of
the Shri Ram Janmbhoomi Teerth Kshetra, told reporters
that seers who could not be invited or attend the
consecration programme would be invited for the ceremony.
Arrangements have also been made for the general public to
participate, both inside and outside the temple complex.
Programmes will be held at five locations to commemorate
the consecration. The second and third events will be held at
the Yajna Mandap and pilgrim facility centre in the temple
complex, respectively.
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Delhi’s air quality turns
‘severe’

Delhi’s air quality turned 'severe’ on Sunday, with the

24-hour average AQI recorded at 409, officials said.

The national capital’s Air Quality Index (AQI) was
recorded in the 'very poor’ category with a reading of 370
on Saturday. An AQI between zero and 50 is considered
‘good’, 51 and 100 ’satisfactory’, 101 and 200 'moderate’,
201 and 300 ’poor’, 301 and 400 ’very poor’, and 401 and
500 ’severe’. The maximum temperature was recorded
three notches above normal at 24.1 degrees Celsius. The
minimum temperature had settled a notch below normal
at 7.3 degrees Celsius, the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) said. The city experienced fog in the
morning, with humidity levels ranging between 68 per
cent and 97 per cent, it said. The IMD has forecast cloudy
skies with light rain for Monday. The maximum and
minimum temperatures are expected to settle at 20 and 7
degrees Celsius, respectively.

Teen commits suici(‘lre'és
mother refuses to buy phone

15-year-old boy allegedly committed suicide after his
Amother refused to get him a mobile phone on his

birthday in Maharashtra’s Sangli district, police said
on Sunday. The incident occurred in Miraj city on
Saturday night, an official said. Vishwajeet Ramesh
Chamdanwale allegedly committed suicide by hanging
himself at his house while his mother and sister were
asleep, he said. The official said Vishwajeet celebrated his
birthday two days ago and had asked his mother for a
mobile phone. The mother denied the request due to
some financial problems. The boy’s family found him
hanging the next day, he said. The official added an
accidental death report (ADR) has been registered, and
further investigation is underway.

Special drive against child
marriage in Assam; 431 held

PNS W GUWAHATI Sonitpur and South Salmara

districts," he added.
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India, Kuwait elevate ties
to strategic partnership

Modi holds talks with top Kuwaltl Ieadershlp

PNS B KUWAIT CITY

India and Kuwait on Sunday
elevated their relationship to a
strategic partnership after
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi held extensive talks with
Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh Meshal
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
that focused on giving new
momentum to the overall bilat-
eral ties.

In their meeting at the
majestic Bayan Palace here,
the two leaders especially
deliberated on boosting coop-
eration in areas of information
technology, pharmaceuticals,
fintech, infrastructure and
security.

Modi thanked the Emir for

ensuring the well-being of Kuwait while the Kuwaiti

over one million Indians in

Modi receives Kuwéit's highest honour

Kuwait on Sunday conferred
its highest honour - 'The
Order of Mubarak Al-
Kabeer' - on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for his role
in strengthening the good
relations between the two
countries.

Prime Minister Modi
received the honour from
Kuwait's Amir Sheikh Meshal
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al Sabah
at the Bayan Palace here.

"I am honoured to be
conferred the Mubarak Al-
Kabeer Order by His
Highness the Amir of
Kuwait, Sheikh Meshal Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al Sabah. I
dedicate this honour to the
people of India and to the

strong friendship between
India and Kuwait," Modi
said in a post on X.

The 'Order of Mubarak
Al-Kabeer' is a knighthood
order of Kuwait.

External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar said that the
conferment of the Mubarak
Al-Kabeer Order on Prime
Minister Modi is a proud
moment for all Indians.

The honour recognises
Prime Minister's steadfast
commitment and leadership
in strengthening linkages
with the Gulf region. Also
showcases the depth of
India-Kuwait historic ties
and people to people rela-
tions," he said in a post on X..

NC rules out joining BJP-led NDA

PNS B SRINAGAR

The National Conference on
Sunday ruled out joining the
BJP-led NDA and dismissed as
baseless a media report in this
regard.

This news being peddled by
certain so-called journalists is
nothing but a blatant lie, dri-
ven by malicious intent to mis-
lead the people of Jammu and
Kashmir, National Conference
chief spokesperson Tanvir
Sadiq said.

He was reacting to a report
published in a newspaper that
claimed Jammu and Kashmir's
ruling party might be prepar-
ing grounds for a return to the

BJP-led National Democratic
Alliance (NDA) in exchange
for the Union Territory's state-
hood.

"It is disgraceful and irre-
sponsible for anyone to
spread such Dbaseless
rumours... Let me challenge
the individual behind this
fabrication: name the so-
called 'top BJP leadership'
that Omar Abdullah alleged
to have met, or immediately
retract your claim and issue
a public apology," he said in
a post on X.

Sadiq also said Abdullah's
meeting with Union Home
Minister Amit Shah in Delhi
was held in full public view.

leader expressed appreciation
for the contribution of the
community in the develop-
ment journey of the Gulf
nation.

In a post on 'X', Modi
described his meeting with
the Emir as "excellent".

"Excellent meeting with His
Highness the Amir of Kuwait,
Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al Sabah. We discussed
cooperation in key sectors
like pharmaceuticals, IT,

FinTech, Infrastructure and
security,” he said.

"In line with the close ties
between our nations, we have
elevated our partnership to a
strategic one and I am opti-
mistic that our friendship will
flourish even more in the times
to come," he added.

On his arrival at the Bayan
Palace, Modi was given a cer-
emonial welcome and received
by Kuwaiti Prime Minister
Ahmad Al-Abdullah Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah.
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“Tripura remained

backward during Left rule’
Shah says BJP brought development

PNS B DHALAI (TRIPURA)

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Sunday hit out at Left
parties for turning Tripura
into a "backward" state during
their 35-year rule and said it
could witness progress only
after the BJP assumed power
in 2018.

Addressing a public meet-
ing here after visiting a village
where displaced Bru tribals
were rehabilitated, Shah said
that Tripura remained behind
on all parameters of develop-
ment during the communist
rule but is now moving for-
ward on the path of progress.

"For 35 years, the commu-
nists ruled Tripura. The com-
munists claimed that they
worked for the welfare of the
poor. The Congress also ruled
Tripura for a considerable

time. But the people of the
state always remained poor. It
was when the BJP came to
power that Tripura could wit-
ness development,” he said.

Shah said when he visited
Tripura in 2017 as BJP presi-
dent and stayed for five days,
only 11 people took party
membership. "Gradually we
started our work. We worked
hard and could oust the com-
munists from power" after
toiling for years, he said.

The home minister said dur-
ing the Left rule, just 2.5 per
cent of the people used to get
piped drinking water and now
85 per cent get potable water.

Under the communist rule,
there was no free foodgrains
for the poor but now each per-
son gets 5 kg rice and every-
one is getting free treatment of
up to Rs 5 lakh, he said.

UP CMO reaches
6 million
followerson X

PNS B LUCKNOW

The number of followers of
the official handle of the
Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister's Office on
microblogging platform X
reached 6 million on Sunday.

This milestone was made
possible by Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath's "proactive
approach in addressing pub-
lic concerns and providing
solutions", an official state-
ment issued here said.

Besides his effective com-
munication with the masses,
the chief minister remains
highly active on social media
platforms, it said.

The official X handle of the
Uttar Pradesh  Chief
Minister's Office (CM Office,
GoUP) has reached the
impressive milestone of 6
million (60 lakh) followers,
the statement said.

Orchestra dancer shot dead in

PNS m MEDININAGAR
(JHARKHAND)

A 30-year-old orchestra dancer
was shot dead by an unidenti-
fied assailant in Jharkhand's
Palamu district on Sunday
afternoon, police said.

The dancer, identified as
Pooja Kumari, was shot in the
head at her home in Nartaki
Mohalla near Harihar Chowk

in Hussainabad police station
area. She was taken to a hos-
pital, where doctors declared
her dead, a police officer said.

Six people have been
detained in connection with
the incident and their interro-
gation is  underway,
Hussainabad police station
officer-in-charge Sanjay
Kumar Yadav said, adding
police suspect the culprit is

broad daylight

among those detained.
Hussainabad Sub-division-
al Police Officer Mohammad
Yaqub also visited the spot.
The statement of the
deceased's family was being
recorded. Enraged over the inci-
dent, locals blocked the Japla-
Dangwar Road demanding
immediate arrest of the culprit.
The stir, which was underway,
disrupted traffic movement.

V-P Dhankar caII for
accountability of MPs

PNS B NEW DELHI

Against the backdrop of
Parliament witnessing poor
productivity due to disrup-
tions, Vice-President Jagdeep
Dhankhar on Sunday called for
accountability of lawmakers
and said people would force
them to think why they were
sent to Parliament.

He also said that for any
democracy to succeed, expres-
sion and dialogue must go
hand in hand with great
responsibility on both sides.

Dhankhar is the Rajya

Sabha's ex-officio chairman.
Calling for accountability
among parliamentarians, he
said, "... Make no mistake, I am
referring to parliamentarians.
People have learned to take
disorder as order. There is no
sense of revulsion."
Hopefully, people will write
and their thoughts will move,
the vice-president said, accord-
ing to an official statement.
"People will force you to
think, why did you go there
(Parliament)?" he said.
Addressing awardees of the
Chaudhary Charan Singh

Awards - 2024, the vice-pres-
ident said agriculture was the
spine of rural development.

"Unless agriculture develops,
the rural landscape cannot be
changed. And unless the rural
landscape changes, we cannot
aspire to have a developed
nation," he said.

For India to be a developed
nation by 2047, people's
income must increase eightfold
that, he said, was a "daunting
challenge".

Dhankhar also laid stress on
the need for strengthening the
village economy.

CPI(M) demands withdrawal
of election rule amendment

PNS B NEW DELHI

The CPI(M) on Sunday
demanded the immediate
withdrawal of an election rule
amendment preventing public
inspection of certain electron-
ic documents such as CCTV
camera and webcasting
footage.

In a statement, the CPI(M)
Politburo expressed its strong
objection to the amendment,
restricting the access of polit-
ical parties and candidates to
electronic records, including
video and other digital trails.

The government tweaked
the election rule to prevent
public inspection of certain

electronic documents such as
CCTV camera and webcasting
footage as well as video record-
ings of candidates to check
their misuse.

Based on the recommenda-
tion of the Election Commission
(EC), the Union law ministry on
Friday amended Rule 93(2)(a) of
the Conduct of Election Rules,
1961, to restrict the type of
"papers" or documents open to
public inspection.

The CPI(M) said these steps
were initially introduced by the
EC in consultation with polit-
ical parties to ensure greater
transparency, and described as
"retrograde” the move to
amend the rule.

Proper consultations were
not carried out with political
parties on the issue, it alleged.

"Media reports suggest that
the government held consulta-
tions with the Election
Commission of India while
drafting the new rules.
However, the Election
Commission's reported con-
currence was not preceded by
any consultation with political
parties, contrary to the estab-
lished precedents over the
years," the CPI(M) said.

The government's argu-
ment, which questions the
locus standi of the petitioner
on the conduct of the electoral
process, is specious.

PSLV-C60 MISSION

ISRO to study how crops grow in space

PNS B NEW DELHI

Demonstration of seed germination
in outer space, a robotic arm to catch

stage in a closed-box environment
with active thermal control as part of
the Compact Research Module for

Assam Police have arrested
more than 430 people and reg-
istered 345 cases in its third
special drive against child
marriage, a top officer said on
Sunday.

He added that some more
arrests are likely to be made.

Additional  Director
General of Police (ADGP)
MP Gupta, addressing a press
conference here, said, "The
third special drive was con-
ducted across the state last
night, in which 431 accused
were apprehended and 345
cases registered.”

"Among those arrested are
men who had married under-
age girls, family members and
also two kazis, one each in

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma, in a post on X on
Sunday morning, said, "Assam
continues its fight against
child marriage. In Phase 3
operations launched on the
night of Dec 21-22, 416 arrests
were made and 335 cases reg-
istered. The arrested individ-
uals will be produced in court
today. We will continue to take
bold steps to end this social
evil."

The number of arrests and
cases has increased since the
post was made.

Gupta said that in the first
special drive against the social
evil in February 2023, 3,425
arrests were made and 4,387
cases registered.

a tethered debris there, and testing of
green propulsion systems are some
of the experiments planned on the
POEM-4 -- the fourth stage of ISRO's
PSLV rocket that remains in orbit
after launching a satellite.

The PSLV-C60 mission, slated for
an yearend launch, is scheduled to
place the twin satellites 'Chaser and
Target' to demonstrate the space
docking technologies that are crucial
for building India's space station.

The PSLV Orbital Experiment
Module (POEM) will carry 24 exper-
iments -- 14 from various ISRO labs
and 10 from private universities and
start-ups -- to demonstrate various
technologies in space.

ISRO plans to grow eight cowpea
seeds from seed germination and

plant sustenance until the two-leaf Centre.

The PSLV Orbital
Experiment Module
(POEM) will carry 24
experiments -- 14
from various ISRO

Iabs and 10 from
private universities
and start-ups -- to
demonstrate various
technologies in
space

Orbital Plant Studies (CROPS) devel-
oped by the Vikram Sarabhai Space

ity and light.

POEM missions.

The Debris Capture Robotic
Manipulator, developed by VSSC,
will demonstrate the capturing of
tethered debris by a robotic manip- [
ulator using visual servoing and [
object motion prediction in the
space environment.

The robotic manipulator will be
capable of capturing free-floating
debris and refuelling tethered and
free-floating spacecraft in future

The Amity Plant Experimental
Module in Space (APEMS), devel- |
oped by Amity University, Mumbai, |
plans to study the growth of spinach
in a microgravity environment.

Two parallel experiments will be
carried out simultaneously -- one
on POEM-4 in space and one on
the ground at the university. The
experiment's outcome will pro-
vide insights into how higher
plants sense the direction of grav-

84 sqkm decrease
inMeghalaya's
forest cover

PNS M SHILLONG

Meghalaya lost over 84 sq km
forest cover between 2021
and 2023, according to the
latest India State of Forest
Report (ISFR).

Except for Sikkim, which
reported an increase of 2 sq
km forest cover, all other
states in the northeast region
witnessed a reduction of the
area under forests, it said. The
region, with 7.98 per cent of
land area, collectively con-
tributes 21.08 per cent of
India's forest and tree cover,
the ISFR, 2023, said.

Union Minister for
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change, Bhupendra
Yadav, had launched the report
at the Forest Research Institute
in Dehradun on Saturday.
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Outreach to Kuwait

With a focus on economic cooperation and cultural exchange, PM

Modi’s Kuwait visit strengthens the ties between the two nations

as he became the first Indian Prime Minister to visit the Gulf nation in over four

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s recent visit to Kuwait marked a historic moment,

decades. The visit, at the invitation of Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, underscores a renewed commitment to strengthening the ties
between India and Kuwait. With a focus on economic collaboration, cultural exchange,
and mutual prosperity, the visit paves the way for a deepened strategic partnership.
India and Kuwait share a relationship that dates back centuries, built on the founda-
tions of trade and cultural exchanges. Over time, this bond has evolved into a robust
partnership, encompassing energy, trade and people-to-people connections. Today,
Kuwait is a significant energy supplier for India, while Indian expertise and manpow-
er have become indispensable for Kuwait’s development. Prime Minister Modi high-
lighted the enduring solidarity between the two nations, citing instances of mutual

support during times of distress. With over one mil-
lion Indian expatriates residing in Kuwait, the Indian
diaspora has played a crucial role in Kuwait’s growth,
contributing to various sectors including healthcare,
engineering and education.

Addressing the expatriate community, Modi praised
their efforts, stating, “Their energy, love, and unwa-
vering connection to India are truly inspiring. Proud
of their role in strengthening ties between our
nations.” The economic relationship between India
and Kuwait is ripe for expansion. Kuwait, as a key
energy supplier, holds strategic importance for India’s
energy security. Simultaneously, India, with its bur-

geoning market and investment opportunities, offers Kuwait an attractive destina-
tion for its sovereign wealth fund. During his discussions, PM Modi noted the shared
aspirations of both nations: building a prosperous ‘New Kuwait’ and transforming
India into a developed nation by 2047. By aligning these goals, the two countries
can establish a partnership that drives mutual growth. Modi’s visit was not limited
to economic discussions; it also celebrated the cultural ties that bind the two nations.
The Prime Minister met with individuals who have contributed to fostering Indo-Kuwaiti
relations, including Abdullah Al-Baroun, a translator who brought Indian epics like
the ‘Ramayana’ and ‘Mahabharata’ to Arabic-speaking audiences. As India and Kuwait
look to the future, the visit has set the stage for a relationship that goes beyond tra-
ditional energy ties. The integration of India’s technological expertise with Kuwait’s
developmental ambitions holds the promise of transformative progress. Furthermore,
the strong presence of the Indian diaspora serves as a bridge, fostering deeper con-
nections and mutual understanding. By strengthening this partnership, India and Kuwait
are not only enriching their bilateral relationship but also contributing to stability and

development in the region.

A woman plucks aster flowers at an orchard, in Nadia

PTI

(Guardians of nature:
Saving the planet

As the world grapples with the escalating impacts of climate change, the wisdom of
indigenous communities shines as a vital resource for environmental preservation

he Role of Indigenous
Knowledge in
Combating Climate
Change: A Legacy of
Hope The discourse
on climate change dominated
discussions at COP 2024, the
United Nations Climate Change
Conference, held in Baku,
Azerbaijan, from November 11 to
22,2024. Rising global tempera-
tures, depleting natural resources,
and rampant environmental
degradation have emphasised the
urgency of adopting sustainable
practices and advancing conser-
vation efforts. Amid this pressing
crisis, the role of indigenous
communities in preserving the
environment emerges as a beacon
of hope.
Often referred to as the “guardians
of nature, these communities
have safeguarded ecosystems for
centuries through their tradi-
tional knowledge, sustainable
practices, and deep connection to
the land. One exemplary figure
embodying this harmonious rela-
tionship with nature was Padma
Shri Tulsi Gowda. Known as the
“Encyclopedia of the Forest” and
affectionately called the “tree
goddess” by her Halakki
Vokkaliga tribe in Karnataka,
Tulsi Gowdass life and work illus-
trate the profound impact of
indigenous wisdom on environ-
mental preservation. With an
unwavering commitment to
nature, she planted 30,000
saplings during her lifetime, nur-
turing them with meticulous
care.
Tulsi Gowda passed away on
December 16, 2024, at the age of
86, leaving behind an inspiring
legacy of environmental steward-
ship.Growing up in poverty, Tulsi
Gowdass love for plants and forests
remained unparalleled. From an
early age, she worked in plant
nurseries, demonstrating extraor-
dinary skill in nurturing saplings.
Her unique ability to identify the
“mother tree” of any species
exemplified her deep ecological
understanding.
Tulsi Gowda herself believed,
“Its not important how many
plants you have planted; what
matters is how much care you've
taken of those saplings.” The
contribution of indigenous com-
munities to environmental con-
servation extends far beyond

India. Globally, these commu-
nities represent less than 5 per
cent of the world’s population
but protect 80 per cent of the
planet’s biodiversity, according
to the United Nations. Their
traditional ecological knowl-
edge, passed down through
generations, serves as a crucial
tool for sustainable resource
management.

For instance, the Kayapo tribe
in Brazil has successfully
defended the Amazon rainfor-
est from logging, mining, and
industrial agriculture, preserv-
ing a vital carbon sink.
Brazilian environmentalist and
politician Dr. Marina Silva
emphasised, “The Kayapo
teach us that protecting forests
is not just about climate, but
about life itself”

Similarly, the Sami people of
Scandinavia maintain ecolog-
ical balance in Arctic regions
through sustainable reindeer
herding practices. In New
Zealand, the Maori concept of
kaitiakitanga (guardianship)
promotes a cultural commit-
ment to environmental stew-
ardship, influencing national
policies.

The Ogiek of Kenya, through
sustainable honey harvesting,
continue to conserve the Mau
Forest, a critical water catch-
ment area. This echoes
Wangari Maathai’s belief that
“The future of our forests lies
in the hands of those who
understand them best -
indigenous communities”

LETTERSE (B}

THE CHIPKO
MOVEMENT OF THE
1970S, WHERE
VILLAGERS IN
UTTARAKHAND
HUGGED TREES TO
PREVENT
DEFORESTATION,
DREW INSPIRATION
FROM THE BISHNOI’S
SACRIFICE. IN 2021,
A SIMILAR INITIATIVE
SAVED OVER 500
SACRED OAK TREES
IN JAAKHNI VILLAGE,
UTTARAKHAND,
NEAR FORESTS
DEDICATED TO THE
LOCAL GODDESS OF
JUSTICE

Challenges in CSR accounting:
Pathways to meaningful impact

India, too, has a rich tradition
of indigenous environmental
stewardship. The Bishnoi com-
munity of Rajasthan, one of the
earliest champions of conser-
vation, exemplifies this ethos.
Their sacrifice during the 1730
Khejarli Massacre, where 363
Bishnois gave their lives to pro-
tect sacred Khejri trees,
remains a cornerstone of eco-
logical movements. Similarly,
the Dongria Kondh tribe of
Odisha has valiantly defended
the Niyamgiri Hills from
destructive mining activities,
preserving their sacred land
and biodiversity.

The Apatani tribe of
Arunachal Pradesh showcas-
es innovative sustainability
through wet-rice cultivation
and fish farming, while the
Soliga tribe of Karnataka safe-
guards the Biligiriranga Hills
using indigenous forest man-
agement techniques. Such
efforts have inspired broader
environmental movements.
The Chipko Movement of the
1970s, where villagers in
Uttarakhand hugged trees to
prevent deforestation, drew
inspiration from the Bishnoi’s
sacrifice. In 2021, a similar ini-
tiative saved over 500 sacred
oak trees in Jaakhni village,
Uttarakhand, near forests ded-
icated to the local Goddess of
Justice.

From the hills of Uttarakhand
to the sacred groves of
Meghalaya, these movements
highlight Indias enduring envi-
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ronmental heritage. Despite
their invaluable contributions,
indigenous communities face
significant challenges, includ-
ing marginalisation, land dis-
possession, and exploitation.
Empowering indigenous com-
munities to take leadership
roles in environmental man-
agement has already shown
promising results. For exam-
ple, joint forest management
initiatives have demonstrated
effective resource manage-
ment and biodiversity conser-
vation. Combining indigenous
knowledge with modern sci-
entific approaches can create
innovative strategies for
addressing environmental
challenges. Practices like the
Zuni tribe’s waffle gardens in
New Mexico, which conserve
water in arid regions, exempli-
ty the sophistication of indige-
nous ecological wisdom.
In an era of environmental
crises, humanity must embrace
the profound knowledge of
indigenous communities to
forge a sustainable future.
Their traditions, deeply root-
ed in respect for nature, hold
the key to restoring ecological
balance. By integrating their
wisdom into global conserva-
tion strategies, we can create a
world that honors the delicate
harmony between humanity
and the natural world.

(The writer is Programme
Executive, Gandhi Smriti and

Darshan Samiti; views are

personal)

RAJESH SHAH

Implementing CSR initiatives effectively presents significant challenges, ranging

from a lack of clear objectives to complexities in measuring their impact

orporate Social
‘ Responsibility (CSR)

is a fundamental aspect
of modern business strategy,
reflecting a company’s com-
mitment to social equity,
environmental sustainability
and ethical practices.
In India, CSR became a legal
requirement in 2013, and
companies are now expected
to integrate these principles
into their operations.
However, while CSR initia-
tives are vital for societal and
environmental progress,
accounting for them presents
unique challenges that busi-
nesses must address to
achieve compliance and max-
imise impact.
Challenges in CSR Accounting:
1. Lack of Clear Objectives
Many companies undertake
CSR without clearly defined
goals, resulting in misaligned
initiatives that fail to res-
onate with stakeholders or
address critical social issues.
2. Insufficient Stakeholder
Engagement: CSR initiatives
often overlook the input of
key stakeholders such as
employees, customers, and
community members. For
instance, a clothing brand
may launch a sustainable
fashion line without consult-

ing suppliers or customers,
leading to low adoption and
minimal impact.

3. Limited Resources
Smaller businesses face bud-
get constraints and lack
expertise to implement effec-
tive CSR programmes. A
local coffee shop, for example,
might abandon a recycling
initiative due to insufficient
funds for bins or awareness
campaigns, missing the
chance to enhance its brand.
4. Fund Utilisation Issues
Companies often face compli-
ance challenges regarding the
disbursal of funds to imple-
menting agencies. Under
Section 135(5), mere fund
transfer does not qualify as
CSR spending unless the
implementing agency utilises
the funds appropriately.
Companies must plan and
monitor fund utilisation effec-
tively.

5. Difficulty in Measuring
Impact: Assessing the out-

comes of CSR initiatives is
complex, as many lack stan-
dardised metrics to measure
their social and environmen-
tal impact. For example, a
manufacturing firm may
struggle to quantify carbon
emission reductions from a
green energy project, making
it harder to demonstrate suc-
cess.

6. Reputation Risks
Greenwashing or poorly exe-
cuted initiatives can damage
a company’s credibility. For
instance, a beverage compa-
ny that markets itself as envi-
ronmentally friendly while
engaging in unsustainable
practices risks losing con-
sumer trust and suffering
long-term reputational harm.
Strategies to Overcome CSR
Challenges

1. Define Clear Objectives
Companies should set
SMART (Specific,
Measurable, Achievable,
Relevant, Time-bound) goals
for their CSR initiatives.

2. Engage Stakeholders Early
Regular engagement with
stakeholders ensures CSR ini-
tiatives address their needs
and receive their support.

3. Start Small and Scale Up
Small businesses can begin
with low-cost, high-impact

projects and expand as they
gain experience. A local
restaurant might start with a
composting programme and
later adopt a broader sustain-
ability plan, including local
sourcing and reduced waste.
4. Utilise Metrics and
Reporting: Establishing clear
metrics allows companies to
measure and report their
CSR progress effectively. For
instance, a tech firm could
publish an annual report
detailing energy savings,
employee participation, and
community engagement out-
comes.
5.Communicate
Transparently: Openness
about successes and chal-
lenges builds stakeholder
trust.
Conclusion: Proactively
addressing these issues helps
businesses enhance their rep-
utation, strengthen stake-
holder relationships, and
make meaningful societal
contributions. Successful CSR
initiatives ultimately benefit
both companies and commu-
nities, driving sustainable
growth.
(The writer is partner Audit
and Corporate Tax, Bhuta
Shah and Co.; views
are personal)

SC CONDEMNS WITCHCRAFT PRACTICES
Madam —Recently the Supreme Court
reprimanded the Patna High Court for
staying proceedings in a case involving the
abuse of women accused of witchcraft,
highlighting the issue as a violation of
Constitutional values. The Court con-
demned the practice of witchcraft as root-
ed in superstition and patriarchal control,
urging for protective measures and social
change to combat such discrimination
against vulnerable women. The Supreme
Court took a strong stance against the vic-
timisation of vulnerable women under the
guise of witchcraft, calling it a “blot” on the
constitutional spirit.
SC has rightly said that the incident that
took place in the 21st century was shock-
ing and underlined the failure of legisla-
tive, executive and judicial measures to pro-
tect vulnerable sections of society. In
India, witchcraft allegations are often
directed at women who are either widows
or elderly. The Court has also observed that
the incidents against women accused of
witchcraft go against the spirit of the
Constitution because they undermine
dignity. SC has expressed shock at cases
where women have been physically abused
and directed in public over witchcraft alle-
gations. The number of witchcraft-related
cases reported to the NCRB has been
increasing in recent years. The Prevention
of Witch Practices Act in Jharkhand crim-
inalises accusations of women as witches.
Criminalisation and punishment of those
involved in witch hunting is the most
appropriate way to end superstition and
harmful practices and provide redress to
victims.

P Victor Selvaraj | Tirunelveli

DELHI NEEDS DEVELOPMENT

Madam—Apropos of the news ‘BJP short-
lists candidates for Delhi as manifesto cam-
paign gains momentum’ (Dec 21), it is a
welcome sign and heartening that BJP pri-
oritises and takes the lead to frame Sankalp
Patra, as they call it a political manifesto,
with public opinion. BJP has got over
40,000 suggestions, which shows public

Dhaka takes anti-India stance

ndia’s relations with Bangladesh are passing
| through a difficult phase after the Sheikh Hasina

government succumbed before violent protests
led by students in the first week of August. All
development after her fall is quite worrisome for
New Delhi. No doubt it was a foregone conclu-
sion that Dhaka will no longer follow a pro-India
policy. But Bangladesh is hell-bent upon destroy-
ing the cordial and bilateral relations that New Delhi
crafted with the Sheikh Hasina regime. The ouster
of the liberal Sheikh Hasina regime has embold-

association with its manifesto. BJP has a
large number of MLA aspirants, so the
delay in the declaration of candidates is
directly proportional to the number of can-
didates. The manifesto should target the
new generation and focus on implemen-
tations of the New Education Policy 2000,
which echoes in the Lt. Governor’s initia-
tive in Samvad@Rajnivas.

DDA, MCD and NDMC may be associ-
ated in setting up government libraries
across Delhi for students and teachers.
Traffic jam is the perennial issue for
Delhiites, and it is easy to spot the trouble
areas. Delhi needs more flyovers across
Dwarka and East Delhi. The pollution in
Delhi is also a serious concern, and anti-
fogging machines need to be installed on
major roads. The waste and garbage
dumps, particularly in Gazipur Chowk and
Janakpuri, deface and stink Delhi. Delhi
Government needs to implement the
plans. The beggar problem at road cross-
ings is a nuisance. Illegal colonies and
Bangladeshi and Rohingya immigrants are
a big bane for Delhi. Delhi is not a poor
state, and per capita income is much high-

ened Jamat-e-Islami-led Islamic extremists who
are now targeting not only religious minorities but
also Sufi shrines and the press. Unfortunately, the
Muhammad Yunus government is only interest-
ed in flaring up anti-India sentiments in the coun-
try instead of containing sectarian violence. The
arrest of Hindumonk Chinmoy Krishna Das on
sedition charges shows its true colours.
Internationally too, Dhaka is interested in joining
hands with anti-India forces, particularly China and
Pakistan, and Yunus’s second meeting with
Shahbaz Sharif in the last four months. The anti-
India approach of the Yunus government can be
measured by a post of Yunus’ close aide, Mahfuz
Alam, in which he threatened to “annex” parts of
India. Before Dhaka intends to go to Islamabad’s
way, it must not forget that New Delhi holds sig-
nificant leverage over it in terms of both econo-
my and geopolitics.

Manoj Parashar | Ghaziabad

er than in other states, so the freebies like
free rations and electricity are not required,
and the funds should be allocated to build-
ing the infrastructure of flyovers, schools,
and hospitals.

Vinod Johri | Delhi

FOCUS ON CONSTRUCTIVE DEBATES
Madam — The parliamentarian should
understand that they need to be more pro-
ductive, constructive, and prolific during
the start of the session of the houses. As
the winter session of the 18th Lok Sabha
ended with the least possible outcomes that
Parliamentarians could deliver, causing a
scuffle between the members themselves.
It should be the moral and fundamental
duty to abide by the constitution to
uphold the dignity of the Parliament
houses and meant it for possible construc-
tive discussion on each and every issue
rather than politicising them on personal
and party grounds.

Dimple Wadhawan | Kanpur Nagar

Send your feedback to:
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MAKE A DIRECT
CONNECT WITH GOD

Our approach to the Divine has been shackled by rituals,
often muddling the true essence of spiritual connection

RAVI VALLURI

s a monolithic organisation, railway bureaucracy was once fos-
Asilised and adopted an ostrich-like approach while dealing with its

internal and external customers and also with rivals till it adopted
technology in attracting passenger and freight segments.
This cardinal principle of competitive advantage and adaptability also applies
in our relationship with religion, spirituality and almighty God. Humans
have been prisoners to an outdated pedagogy while approaching God.
The transaction between the Divine and the bhakta has been constrained
as the transmission of knowledge and blessings have been clogged in
drain pipes, as the seeker and the devout feels impotent and weak.
Can we recall two path-breaking movies from a few years back, OMG
— Oh My God! and PK, wherein the relationship of humans and God was
explored?
In OMG a petty trader, Kaniji challenges the orthodoxy of the religious
establishment by suing the Creator for the ruination of his business, much
to the chagrin of the priestly and spiritual class. Similarly, PK— an alien
who is marooned on planet Earth, as his spaceship leaves without him
— questions various religious and spiritual institutions with his childlike
curiosity, only to attract disapprobation.
If it was Lord Krishna’s flute and discus in the case of Kanji, it became
the symbolic wrong number in the case of PK to dispute the indurate
thought processes of a shambolic order. A distraught PK was unable to
connect with the Divine forms of various religious denominations and
all his trials ended in a sandbox of wrong numbers. So, what is the right
number? It is a Wi-Fi to God.

Let us for a split second assume that human beings and all the other
manifestations of this grand design are like computers, smartphones
or other electronic devices. Almighty God can be likened to the World
Wide Web possessing the repository of knowledge, of course with the
faculty of creation and destruction.

In the wired world all gizmos are connected to the internet through a
Wi-Fi. Aberrations or disruptions in the communication do take place,
when the battery power is low, or due to software glitches (this can be
attributed to low prana levels). The intermediaries, in the form of the
priestly class, astutely blame these muddles faced by the gizmos, either
in the hands of God or lack of tapas by the seeker. For centuries across
the world, as humans evolved from the inception as mere nature wor-
shippers, to established religions, the febrile human mind has always
been inquisitive about the acceptable and bizarre theories of existence.
Almighty God in all his manifestations and myriad forms is approach-
able to bestow benedictions. However, tragically it is the gizmo (humans)
and the channel (Wi-Fi) that have transfigured and remodeled since per-

haps, the Big Bang!
The Wi-Fi is symbolic of a direct connection with the Divine. A true bhak-
ta does he require an emergency quota to board the heavenly train. There
is no need to perform rituals, consult tarot card readers, visit places of
worship out of fear, beseeching for mercy or boons. A chip is embed-
dedinthe DNA to ensure the divine communion which needs to be acti-
vated. The regular practice of yogic postures is essentially Hatha Yoga
and a tonic for the physical body. The meditation that humans practice
is to fortify and safeguard the comfort of our minds, but it is our true
inner self, which pines for nourishment. The ordinary mortal today too
can be in this state of spiritual reverie through the power of breath. This
brings us closest to our inner self. This is the unalloyed Wi-Fi to con-

nect with the Divine.
(The writer is the CEQ of Chhattisgarh East Railway Ltd. and
Chhattisgarh East West Railway Ltd. He is a faculty of the Art of
Living; views are personal)
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Slowdown 1n growth:

Is it a temporary blip?

9

UTTAM GUPTA

"This temporary slowdown, attributed to reduced government spending, raises
broader concerns about the structural challenges underpinning India’s growth story

he GDP (gross domestic prod-:
uct) growth during the second:
quarter of the current financial:
year (FY) ending September 30,
2024, decelerated to 5.4 per:
cent down from 8.1 per cent achieved dur-:
ing the corresponding period of FY 2023-:
24. It was the lowest in seven quarters and:
well below the Reserve Bank of India’s:
(RBI) forecast of 7 per cent. It was even!
lower than the 6.7 per cent recorded dur-:
ing the first quarter of the current FY end-:
ing June 30, 2024.
Union Finance Minister Nirmala:
Sitharaman observed that deceleration:

w?s nota “sysglf;mic slov(\ir(iown”; (tlhaf[ it wgsg MINISTER
a temporary blip caused by a reduction in :
government expenditure (courtesy, elec-: NlRMAI—A
tions ended in the June quarter when many:
projects came to a standstill due to the: SlTHARAMAN
?gdel c?}(lietof condgct).ghg exugledélqnci; OBSERVED TH AT
idence that expansion during the third:
quarter would make up for the lost: DECELERAT|ON
momentum. The Ministry of Finance:
(MoF) expects full-year GDP growth to be: WAS NOT A
6.5 - 7 per cent. Coming on top of growth: “SYSTEMIC:
of 8 per cent plus achieved during the pre-: i
vious three consecutive years, 6.5 - 7 per: SLOWDOWN”,
cent during the current FY is indeed:
impressive. Even at this lower level, the: THAT IT WAS A
Indian economy continues to be the: TEMPORARY BLIP:
fastest-growing in the world. Then, why:
should it worry us? CAUSED BY A
Nearly 70 per cent of India’s GDP is dri-:
ven by domestic consumption; the remain- : REDUCTION IN
ing 30 per cent is driven by investment and: GOVERNMENT:
export. Domestic consumption includes:
government consumption and private: EXPENDlTURE

consumption. Likewise, investment con-:
sists of capital spent by the government and
private investment. During the last five:
years, the Central Government has done:
the heavy lifting especially when it comes:
to investment. An idea of this can be:
gauged from its budget outlay 2020-21: Rs:
30.42 lakh crore; 2021-22: Rs 34.83 lakh:
crore; 2022-23: Rs 39.45 lakh crore; 2023-:
24: Rs 45.03 lakh crore; 2024-25: Rs 48.20:
lakh crore.
The Centre’s capital spend during these:
years was 2020-21: Rs 4.39 lakh crore; 2021-
22: Rs 5.54 lakh crore; 2022-23: Rs 7.50 lakh
crore; 2023-24: Rs 10.01 lakh crore; 2024-:
25: Rs 11.11 lakh crore. The Central gov-:
ernment has also been helping the states:
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i to boost their capital spend.
¢ During 2022-23, it provided them
¢ with 50-year Rs 100,000 crore
i interest-free loans.

¢ During 2023-24, such transfers
i were Rs 130,000 crore. For the cur-
i rent FY, the transfers are kept at Rs
¢ 150,000 crore. It has also given
¢ incentives to promote investment
i in the private sector. The mother
i of all incentives was a reduction in
¢ the corporate tax rate to 15 per
i cent for new manufacturing enter-

UNION FINANCE

prises and 22 per cent for existing
enterprises. In this year’s budget,
the corporate tax rate on foreign
firms was reduced from 40 per
cent to 35 per cent.

The Centre has also done its bit to
give a boost to private consump-
tion. In the budget for 2024-25,
Sitharaman has given relief in
personal income tax (PIT) of
around Rs 17,500/- annually by
changing the tax slabs under the
New Income Tax regime and
increasing in standard deduction
by Rs 25,000/-. Less tax means
higher disposable income in the
hands of the people hence the
scope for more spending. But, ini-
tiatives by the government alone
can't ensure high growth on a sus-
tainable basis. To achieve high sus-
tainable growth, it is necessary to
give a boost to private consump-
tion. The dip to 5.4 per cent dur-
ing the second quarter of the cur-

i rent FY when the decline in urban
i demand took a toll even as heavy
¢ lifting by the Centre was not
i available (due to elections) should
i serve as a warning signal. This
¢ brings us to a systemic problem
i that has hampered growth for
. decades.

i This has to do with inequalities in
i the distribution of income and
i wealth. According to an Oxfam
i report, ‘Inequality Kills) the collec-
i tive wealth of India’s 100 richest
i people in 2021 hit a record high of
i 'US$ 775 billion or over 25 per cent
i of India’s GDP. In conversation
* with ET Now at the recently held
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Times Network India Economic
Conclave, Arvind Panagariya,
Chairman, of the 16th Finance
Commission said: “The inequali-
ty in the sense of the top 1 per cent
as a proportion of the bottom 5
percent, yes, that inequality has
gone up’. Thomas Piketty, a pro-
tessor at the Paris School of
Economics (he is known for his
groundbreaking research on eco-
nomic inequality, wealth distribu-
tion, and the dynamics of capital-
ism) says “the share of India’s top
10 percent population is current-
ly at 55-60 per cent”. According to
him, this should be 30-40 per cent.
Whichever source one looks at, we
can’t wish away the fact that India
is home to glaring inequalities in
income distribution.

This, in turn, has to do with the
manner in which fruits of devel-
opment are shared amongst the
people. Unambiguously, the shar-
ing is unequal. According to an
analysis of the financials of India’s
largest companies - those com-
prising the BSE 500 index — over
five years, the profits of corpora-
tions included in this index more
than doubled from Rs 480,000
crore during 2017-18 Rs 1000,000
crore during 2021-22, whereas
their revenue growth was only 47
per cent.

This means that payments to fac-
tors of production other than the
owners of capital such as to
employees/workers, etc., have been
kept under a tight leash, resulting
in a disproportionate boost to
profits. A big slice of these profits
has gone to the pockets of the
shareholders of these firms.
Thus, the aggregate dividend paid
by them increased from Rs 176,000
crore during 2017-18 to Rs 302,000
crore during 2021-22, which is an
increase of 72 per cent. In those
five years, cumulatively, they paid
34 per cent of aggregate net prof-
it as dividends. This is an unusu-
ally high payout ratio - even high-
er than 30 per cent paid by the

world’s largest companies in
Americas S&P 500. Whether
profits to the firms or high divi-
dends to shareholders, it has been
paid for or come at the cost of mil-
lions of others. Rs 1,000,000 crore
profits of firms in the BSE 500
index during FY 2021-22 came at
the cost of undermining the pur-
chasing power of millions of con-
sumers.
Likewise, the mammoth dividend
fills the coffers of a few - the
money that merely adds to their
idle cash balances or is spent on a
few luxury items — denying mil-
lions of workers decent income.
The tendency to appropriate a dis-
proportionate share of the pro-
ceeds of wealth generation by a few
persons at the top can be seen even
amongst the owners of small and
medium enterprises (SMEs) who
ape large enterprises when it
comes to making payments to
their workers.
The SMEs being employment
intensive, a general belief is that
giving a boost to them would help
in creating more jobs hence, lead
to a more equitable income distri-
bution. But, their owners’ paying
less to workers militates against
this objective.
Even the millions of small and
marginal farmers who by nature of
their occupation play the role of
owner as well as worker don’t get
to earn a good income as a hand-
ful of traders buy their crops at
throwaway prices even as the
minimum support price (MSP)
notified by the government
remains mostly on paper. When,
the enterprise-owning class no
matter which occupation it is in
and the scale of its operation is
intrinsically prone to sharing less
with those who are at the receiv-
ing end, inequalities are inevitable.
In such a scenario, how can we
expect a big push to the demand
needed for sustained growth?
(The writer is a policy analyst;
views are personal)

'The allure and impact of Reels: A double-edged sword

In an age where digital connectivity reigns supreme, short-form content like reels has taken centre stage, captivating millions with its addictive allure

from all walks of life are

increasingly drawn to the
virtual world, spending count-
less hours glued to their
screens rather than engaging in
real-world activities. Social
media platforms, online gam-
ing, and streaming services
have created an engaging yet
addictive digital ecosystem.
Among these, reels have
emerged as a dominant form
of entertainment, captivating
users with short, visually stim-
ulating content that ranges
from dance challenges and
comedy skits to educational
snippets and senseless videos.
While initially sought as a
break from daily routines,
reels often trap users in an end-
less cycle of mindless scrolling
that detracts from productiv-
ity and long-term goals.

In today’s digital era, people

GURDEEP KAUR

Reels are crafted with algo-
rithms and driven by artificial
intelligence to provide instant
gratification. However, this
seemingly harmless indul-
gence is contributing to a con-
cerning decline in social and
emotional wellbeing. The short
bursts of content, typically
lasting a few seconds to a
minute, are often paired with
catchy music, effects, and fil-

ters to maximise engagement.
These features captivate both
creators and viewers, fostering
an obsession that has sur-
passed earlier trends like the
selfie craze.

The statistics are staggering. In
2023, India had approximate-
ly 24 crore Instagram users,
accounting for nearly 17 per
cent of its population—the
highest globally. Children as
young as five years old are con-
suming reels, while parents
take pride in showcasing their
kids’ talents online. Although
reels highlight creativity and
talent, they come with signif-
icant risks. Overexposure to
adult themes, unsolicited crit-
icism, and the pressure to
perform for likes and shares
can severely impact a child’s
self-esteem and emotional
health. For parents, the drive

for online validation often
overshadows the responsibil-
ity to provide age-appropriate
environments for their chil-
dren.

The dopamine rush triggered
by watching reels creates a
cycle of instant gratification,
making it difficult for users to
focus on meaningful achieve-
ments that require sustained
effort. The infinite scroll fea-
ture exacerbates this issue,
leading to binge-watching that
consumes valuable time and
energy. For youth, who are
particularly vulnerable, this
translates to lost opportunities
for personal growth, skill
development, and building
genuine relationships.

Reels and Social Dynamics
The cultural impact of reels
extends beyond individual
habits, influencing societal

norms and behaviors. Content
creators often sensationalise
material to attract more view-
ers, blurring the lines between
private and public domains.
This trend has led to the nor-
malisation of inappropriate
content, including vulgarity,
obscenity, and indecent prac-
tices, which are being readily
adopted by impressionable
audiences.

The effects are troubling.
Incidents of cyberbullying,
harassment, and social media-

driven disputes are on the
rise. The dopamine-induced
focus on short-term gratifica-
tion undermines hard work
and perseverance, fostering a
culture of mediocrity. Youth, in
particular, are losing precious
productive years to the reel
marathon, trading real-life
interactions for virtual valida-
tion.

Physical and Cognitive
Consequences

The overconsumption of reels
is not only detrimental to
mental health but also poses
physical and cognitive risks.
Prolonged screen time leads to
issues such as poor concentra-
tion, memory deficits, sleep
disturbances, and decreased
academic or professional per-
formance. Lifestyle disorders
like obesity, diabetes, and
hypertension are becoming

more prevalent, exacerbated by
sedentary habits encouraged
by excessive reel consumption.
Breaking the Cycle

Addressing the negative
impact of reels requires a col-
lective effort. At an individual
level, self-discipline is crucial.
Setting clear limits on screen
time and prioritising meaning-
ful activities can help break the
cycle. Families play a pivotal
role, as parents must lead by
example, fostering environ-
ments that encourage “family
time” and shared activities.
Introducing hobbies and alter-
native forms of entertainment
can also reduce reliance on
digital distractions.

From a societal perspective,
stringent regulations are nec-
essary to monitor and control
the type of content being cre-
ated and shared. Governments

and tech companies should
collaborate to design features
that promote responsible plat-
form usage.

The Way Forward

They must be used responsi-
bly to avoid their harmful
consequences. Striking a bal-
ance between virtual and real-
world experiences is essential
for leading a fulfilling life.
Individuals need meaningful
relationships, emotional sup-
port, and real-life achieve-
ments to thrive.

By fostering awareness and
adopting healthier digital
habits, we can harness the ben-
efits of technology without
compromising our wellbeing.
(The writer has an experience
of 17 years of teaching the under
graduate students of Sri Guru
Gobind Singh College of
Commerce; views are personal)
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TN achleves mllestone with

10,000 DPIIT regd startups

mil Nadu has achieved a milestone by registering over

-I-?0,000 startups with the Department for Promotion of

Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT), under the Union
Ministry of Commerce and Industry, the state government said
on Sunday. StartupTN has played a crucial role in nurturing the
ecosystem by implementing various schemes and initiatives
like funding programmes, mentorship opportunities and
incubation support, StartupTN Mission Director and CEQ
Shivaraja Ramanathan said. The state’s startup ecosystem has
been ’thriving” with 9 regional hubs and a metro hub in
Chennai, providing a robust infrastructure for budding
entrepreneurs to grow, he said. "Tamil Nadu has achieved a
remarkable milestone of 10,000 DPIIT registered startups, a
significant jump from 2,300 in March 2021. This exponential
growth can be attributed to the revival of StartupTN under the
leadership of Chief Minister M K Stalin focusing on supporting
startups and fostering innovation," Ramanathan said in a social

media post. He said the government-promoted agency has
encouraged entrepreneurship among the youth, who drive

innovation and growth.
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Akasa Air expects to add
few more planes

kasa Air is in continuous discussions with Boeing on
Aaircraft deliveries and expects to add a few more planes

to its fleet in the current fiscal ending March 2025, the
airline’s chief Vinay Dube has said. The carrier, which started
flying in August 2022, currently has a fleet of 26 Boeing 737
MAX planes and 200 aircraft are on order. In a recent
interview to PTI, Dube said that 2024 has been a good year
for the airline and will continue to build on it in 2025. "On the
service excellence we have provided, | think consumers look
at Akasa as being a kind and gentler airline, little more
empathetic. We will continue to treat our travellers in a kind,
gentle manner," he said and added that the airline also
continues to make sure its employees feel loved and
respected. Earlier this month, some pilots flagged concerns
about alleged training and safety issues, and the airline had
rejected them as baseless and untrue. This year, the carrier
has inducted 4 planes into its fleet. When asked whether
there are any concerns regarding aircraft deliveries, Dube
said there are no supply chain issues at Akasa Air and also
that the airline has a great relationship with Boeing.

10C probes allegation of US
firm bribing its officer

probe into allegations of a US speciality chemicals firm

State-owned Indian Qil Corporation (I0C) has begun a

bribing its officials 15 years back to obtain contracts to
supply catalysts, according to a company’s regulatory filing.
Albemarle Corporation, a global speciality chemicals supplier
that develops and sells catalysts used in the operation of oil
refineries, allegedly "paid approximately USD 1.14 million in
commission to India intermediary company relating to Indian
0il Corporation business and obtained approximately USD
11.14 million in profits on that business between
approximately 2009 and 2011," according to a US SEC order
dated September 28, 2023. Albemarle was caught for bribery
by the US authorities in 2017 and then settled the case in
September 2023 by paying a hefty fine of more than USD
198 million to avoid prosecution. In a filing, 10C said it is
‘neither party to nor is there any allegation against the
company in relation to the proceedings" in the US SEC.

‘BIT and FTAs are
two separate pacts’

Should continue to remain so: Sources

PNS B NEW DELHI

Demands of certain developed
countries from India to negoti-
ate 'investment protection’ ele-
ments under an FTA is inappro-
priate as negotiating the matter
as part of a separate chapter
under the trade pact could have
larger and detrimental implica-
tions, source said.

Legally speaking, they said, the
investment protection element
provides a wide range of oblig-
ations and commitments
bestowed upon foreign investors,
which are expansive in nature.

"Recently, alot has been heard
about countries that are desiring
India to negotiate ‘investment
protection’ elements vis-a-vis
investment chapter as part of the
free trade agreement (FTA).
However, this is incorrect,” one
of the sources said.

For instance, the European
Union (EU) has been negotiat-
ing a separate investment protec-
tion agreement or treaty with
India, and not as part of the
India-EU free trade agreement.

"Having 'investment protec-

tion' as a chapter of a FTA
could have larger and detri-
mental implications even on
the trade agreements' structure,
especially when FTAs have spe-
cialised dispute settlement mech-
anisms which shall allow coun-
tries to take retaliatory measures
in unrelated sectors, even for
investment disputes," the source
said.

However, such a concern
would not arise when investment
protection agreements are nego-
tiated independently and free
from FTAs.

While prior to its Model BIT
(Bilateral Investment Treaty) of
2016, India has negotiated invest-
ment chapters in FTAs with
countries like Japan, Korea, and
Singapore, but there is a need for
a caution as such provisions
carry the perpetual risk of dis-
putes spilling over the trade
realm when matters are escalat-
ed to a country-country level of
dispute resolution.

"India has argued that trade
and investment protection agree-
ments should remain separate to
ensure better clarity in regimes

and minimize risks that might
arise out of regime interactions,
that is, trade and investments,"
sources said.

Another matter of concern
has been the "asks" of developed
countries for arbitration as a dis-
pute resolution mechanism for
investor-state disputes in a treaty,
they said, adding, interestingly
the developed countries them-
selves, by way of their national
policies, have been seen opting
out of investor-state arbitrations
as a dispute resolution mecha-
nism.

This is evident from their
recently negotiated treaties, for
example the UK-New Zealand,
UK-Australia, USA-Canada
under United States-Mexico-
Canada Agreement (USMCA)
do not have investor-state arbi-
tration as a dispute settlement
procedure.

Recently, many European
nations as well as the UK have
openly withdrawn from the
energy charter treaty which pro-
vided for an arbitration mecha-
nism for investor-state dispute
settlement.
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Solar91 Cleantech
SME PO to open
tomorrow

Sets price band at
Rs 185-195/share

PNS B NEW DELHI

EPC solutions provider
Solar91 Cleantech on Sunday
said it has fixed a price band
of Rs 185-195 per equity share
for the Rs 106 crore initial
share sale, which will hit mar-
kets on December 24.

The initial public offering
(IPO) will close on December
27. The bidding for anchor
investors will open for a day
on Monday, the company said
in a statement.

The shares of the company
will be listed on the SME plat-
form of BSE. At the upper end
of the price band, the compa-
ny is going to fetch around Rs
106 crore, it added.

The proposed IPO is entire-
ly a fresh issue of 54.36 lakh
equity shares with a face value
of Rs 10 each, according to the
red herring prospectus.

Sebi bans 9 entities

from mkt,

impounds

lllegal gains

PNS B NEW DELHI

Markets regulator Sebi has
uncovered a front-running
scheme involving PNB MetLife
India Insurance Company equi-
ty dealer Sachin Bakul Dagli and
eight other entities, who gener-
ated illegal gains of Rs 21.16
crore.

The front-running by these
entities continued for more than
three years.

Sebi, through an interim
order, prohibited Sachin Bakul
Dagli and eight other entities
from the securities market and
impounded the unlawful gains
made by them.

In a statement on Sunday,
PNB MetLife stated that it has
fully cooperated with Sebi in the
investigation and taken discipli-
nary action against the individ-
ual involved.

"In line with our internal
processes, we have taken disci-
plinary action. PNB MetLife is
committed to upholding the
highest standards of corporate

governance, transparency, and
integrity," the statement noted.

Sebi had conducted an exam-
ination into the suspected front
running of the trades undertak-
en by the Big Client, PNB
Metlife India Insurance, by cer-
tain entities.

The focus of the investigation
was to ascertain whether the sus-
pected entity(ies) had front-
run the trades of Big Client in
connivance with other entities,
including dealers and/or fund
managers, if any, and thereby
violated the provisions of the
SEBI's PFUTP (Prohibition of
Fraudulent and Unfair Trade
Practices) rules and SEBI Act.

Global trends,
dictate trends

PNS B NEW DELHI

Stock market participants would
track global trends and foreign
investors' trading activity in a
holiday-shortened week ahead,
amid lack of any major domes-
tic trigger in sight, analysts said.

Equity markets will remain
closed on Wednesday for
Christmas.

"Looking ahead, no major
events are scheduled. However,
a few global economic indicators
will be pivotal in shaping the

Flis’ move to
in markets

market direction, including the
USbond yields, dollar index per-
formance, initial jobless claims,
new home sales data.

"Amid heightened volatility
and persistent FIIs (Foreign

Institutional Investors) selling
pressure, investors are likely to
adopt a cautious stance. Despite
recent weakness, the market
outlook remains cautiously opti-
mistic. However, relentless sell-
ing by FIIs has added to market
pressure,” Pravesh Gour, Senior
Technical Analyst, Swastika
Investmart Ltd, said.

Last week, the BSE bench-
mark tanked 4,091.53 points or
4.98 per cent, and the Nifty
slumped 1,180.8 points or 4.76
per cent.

"The sudden change in FII
strategy from buying to selling
has impacted markets,” V K
Vijayakumar, Chief Investment
Strategist, Geojit Financial
Services, said.

PNS B NEW DELHI

Industry body CII has pro-
posed reforms in India's Priority
Sector Lending (PSL) frame-
work, suggesting inclusion of
emerging sectors and high-
impact sectors like digital infra-
structure, green initiatives,
healthcare, and innovative man-

ufacturing.
Arguing that current
Development Finance

Institutions (DFIs) like SIDBI
and NaBFID (National Bank for
Financing Infrastructure and
Development) have their roles
cut out as they have earmarked
sectors to finance, the chamber
also suggested setting up of a

high level committee to look at
the revision of PSL norms and
explore the need for any new
DFIs to cater to some of the new
and emerging sectors.

Priority Sector Lending is a
policy tool aimed at ensuring
that key sectors crucial to the
nation's development receive
adequate financial support.
Mandated by the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI), PSL obligates
banks to allocate a specified pro-
portion of their loans to sectors
such as agriculture, education,
housing, and small industries.

The framework ensures equi-
table credit distribution, con-
tributing to the socio-econom-
ic growth of underserved areas.

il

CII seeks reforms 1n priority sector lending framework

Despite its massive success,
the PSL framework requires
regular recalibration to remain
relevant. This recalibration is
essential to ensure that the
financial resources are optimal-
ly distributed, in harmony with
our vision of Viksit Bharat 2047,
CII stated.

For instance, while agriculture
contributes 14 per cent of the
GDP today, its PSL allocation
remains at 18 per cent,
unchanged from when its GDP
share exceeded 30 per cent.

Similarly, sectors like infra-
structure and innovative man-
ufacturing lack adequate PSL
focus despite their potential to
drive economic growth, the

chamber pointed out.

Chandrajit Banerjee
remarked, "Sectors like agricul-
ture have reduced contribution
to GDP from 30 per cent in
1990s to about 14 per cent
now.

Hence, it is time that Priority
Sector Lending (PSL) frame-
work be reviewed every 3-4
years to align based on emerg-
ing priorities and PSL allocations
should be in line with GDP con-
tributions and sectoral growth
potential. For instance, we could
look at inclusion of emerging
and high-impact sectors, includ-
ing digital infrastructure, green
initiatives, healthcare, and inno-
vative manufacturing.”

Govt to infuse Rs 500 cr in IFCl to

improve its financial health

PNS B NEW DELHI

The government has decided to
infuse Rs 500 crore capital in
state-owned IFCI to improve its
financial health ahead of the
company's proposed restructur-
ing and consolidation into a
group.

With the infusion, the govern-
ment of India’s holding in the
company is expected to further
increase from existing 71.72 per
cent as on September 2024.

The capital infusion plan for

IFCI was approved through the
passage of the first
Supplementary Demand for
Grants for 2024-25 in Lok Sabha
last week.

The Supplementary Demand
for Grants for 2024-25 made an
allocation for an additional
amount of Rs 499.99 crore for
‘Subscription to the Share Capital
of Industrial  Finance
Corporation of India (IFCI).

"Taking into account savings
of Rs 50.07 crore available in the
same section of the grant, the

remaining amount of Rs 449.92
crore will be met from surrender
of savings available in the capi-

tal section of Demand No.30-
DEA and it will not entail any
additional cash outgo," the
Supplementary Demand for
Grants said.

Earlier this year, IFCI had
raised Rs 500 crore capital
through the issuance of equity
shares to the government.

The Industrial Finance
Corporation of India was set up
by the government on July I,
1948 as the first Development
Financial Institution in the coun-

try.

INDIA CONFERENCE AT HARVARD

Nita Ambani to Champlon nation’s global influence

PNS B BOSTON

The India Conference at Harvard
(ICH) announced on Sunday
that Nita Ambani, a trailblazer in
philanthropy, education, and
culture, will take centre stage at
the highly anticipated India
Conference at Harvard, sched-
uled for February 15-16, 2025, in
Boston.

"As one of India's most influ-
ential voices, Ambani has pro-
foundly impacted over 80 million
lives through her social equity
initiatives and continues to advo-
cate for India's global potential,”
a statement by the organisers
said.

Her recent achievements --

including  hosting  the
International Olympic
Committee (IOC) session in
India after four decades and
championing India's bid for the
2036 Olympics -- symbolise the
nation's growing influence on the
global stage.

The India Conference at
Harvard is one of the largest and
most influential student-led
India-focused conferences in the
US. An annual event hosted
jointly at Harvard Business
School and Harvard Kennedy
School fosters dialogue on India’s
evolving role in global affairs,
bringing together thought lead-
ers, policymakers, entrepreneurs,
and cultural icons.

This year, the conference will
feature over 80 distinguished
speakers from diverse fields over
two days, exploring how Indian
ideas and innovations are reshap-

The India Conference at Harvard is
one of the largest and most
| influential student-led India-focused
‘ conferences in the US. An annual
event hosted jointly at Harvard

Business School and Harvard

|| Kennedy School fosters dialogue on
India's evolving role in global affairs,
bringing together thought leaders,
policymakers, entrepreneurs, and
cultural icons

ing global narratives.
Highlights of the conference
include a fireside chat with Nita
Ambani, Chairperson of Reliance
Foundation, showcasing her

vision for India's role on the
world stage.

The conference this year will
also feature a policy Hackathon
addressing climate challenges

and financial inclusion in rural
India and a startup pitch compe-
tition.

Ambani's "keynote aligns per-
fectly with this year's theme,
'From India to the World, cele-
brates India's emergence as a
global leader, shaping pathways
for peace, prosperity, and inno-
vation," the statement said.

Ayush Shukla, one of the con-
ference co-chairs, commented:
"The India Conference has
always strived to push the bound-
aries of dialogue around India's
growth story. This year's theme,
'From India to the World), cap-
tures the essence of India's trans-
formative journey - where local
ingenuity meets global impact".
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‘India has potential
to be key aviation
fuel producer’

PNS B GENEVA/NEW DELHI

India has the potential to be
akey producer of sustainable
aviation fuel by utilising its
ethanol supplies and availabil-
ity of lipids feedstocks like
non-edible industrial oils,
according to a senior official
at the global airlines' group-
ing IATA.

With decarbonisation in
focus, efforts are being made
to reduce emissions and over
the years, Indian carriers have
operated some flights with a
blend of Sustainable Aviation
Fuel (SAF) and traditional
Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF).

Hemant Mistry, Director of
Net Zero Transition at the
International Air Transport
Association (IATA), said the
ecosystem for SAF has devel-
oped but there is more work
to be done.

"There are some very good
opportunities for India right
now. One is in terms of SAF
feedstocks like agricultural
waste... there is a growing
understanding on what to do
for SAF production. We are
talking to a number of com-
panies to understand how we
can collaborate... oil compa-
nies," Mistry told PTI in a
recent interview in Geneva.

The International Air
Transport Association (IATA)
represents around 340 air-
lines, including Indian carri-
ers, that account for more
than 80 per cent of the glob-
al air traffic.

"India, the third largest
ethanol producer and con-
sumer today, has the poten-
tial to emerge as a key SAF
producer utilising its existing
and advanced ethanol sup-
plies.
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Blake Lively accuses
It Ends With Us director Justin
Baldoni of sexual harassment

the wife of Deadpool star Ryan

Reynolds, has levelled accusation
against her It Ends With Us director and co-
star Justin Baldoni of sexual harassment.

In her complaint, the actress has alleged
that Baldoni attempted to mount a smear
campaign against her and claims his behav-
iour caused her and her family “severe emo-
tional harm’, reports “Variety’

Bryan Freedman, a lawyer for Baldoni and
his production company Wayfarer Studios,
fired back at Lively’s complaint in a state-
ment.

As per ‘Variety, he called it “shameful” and
full of “categorically false accusations”. The
complaint lodged with the California Civil
Rights department, states that a meeting was
held in January of 2024 to address Lively’s
claims and her demands for returning to
work on It Ends With Us after the actors and
writers strikes had ended, allowing produc-
tion to resume. Lively’s husband, Ryan

H ollywood star Blake Lively, who is also

Reynolds, was reportedly in attendance at the
meeting.

At that meeting, Lively complained that
Baldoni had discussed Lively’s weight with
her trainer, pressed her to disclose her reli-
gious beliefs and talked about his sex life in
inappropriate ways. Lively also complained
that Jamey Heath, one of the producers of
the film and the CEO of Wayfarer Studios,
showed Lively a video of his wife naked and
giving birth.

Lively also alleged that both Baldoni and
Heath entered her makeup trailer without
getting her permission first, “including
when she was breastfeeding her infant
child” It goes on to state that “the concerns
(Lively) raised were not only for herself, but
for the other female cast and crew, some of
whom had also spoken up”.

Blake Lively achieved recognition for
her portrayal of Serena van der
Woodsen in the teen drama television
series Gossip Girl.

what's brewing?

nized singer and actress, has
opened up about the difficulties of
raising her children as a single moth-
er following her breakup with Ben
Affleck. The star candidly shared her
struggles during a recent interview,
emphasising the unique challenges she
has faced while balancing her career
and parenting responsibilities.
Lopez, who shares twins Emme and
Max with her ex-husband Marc
Anthony, revealed that being a single
mom requires immense strength and
resilience. Despite her fame and suc-
cess, she admitted that raising children
without a partner comes with emo-
tional and logistical hurdles. “It’s not
always easy, Lopez acknowledged,
adding that her focus remains on cre-
ating a stable and loving environment
for her kids.
The singer’s relationship with
Ben Affleck was one of the most
high-profile romances of the
early 2000s, captivating fans
and media alike. Although

Iennifer Lopez, the globally recog-

their engagement ended in 2004,
Lopez has often reflected on their time
together, expressing gratitude for the
experiences they shared. While the
split was challenging, she credits it for
teaching her valuable lessons about
love, life and personal growth.

In the years since, Lopez has become
a role model for women navigating sin-
gle parenthood. Her dedication to her
career, family and personal well-being
continues to inspire millions world-
wide. She remains focused on setting
an example for her children, showing
them the importance of hard work,
perseverance, and self-love.

Lopez’s reflections come at a time
when discussions about the chal-
lenges of single parenting are gaining
prominence. Her honesty about her
experiences sheds light on the realities
many parents face, offering a relatable
perspective despite her celebrity status.

Through it all, Lopezs message
remains clear: love and determination
can help overcome even the most dif-
ficult circumstances.

JENNIFER LOPEZ REFLECTS ON
CHALLENGES AS A “SINGLE MOW’

AYUSHMANN KHURRANA &

THAMA CAST BEGINS SHOOTING

yushmann Khurrana and Rashmika

Mandanna had made an official
announcement regarding their

forthcoming movie, Thama.

As per recent reports, the pair, together

with Paresh Rawal, have recorded their intro-
ductory scenes. Reports suggest that informa-
tion about Nawazuddin Siddiqui’s role in
Thama has been disclosed, and he is set to
begin shooting later.

Thama is poised to be the next chapter in
producer Dinesh Vijan's horror-comedy fran-
chise, will take place in two different settings—
modern Delhi and the historical Vijayanagara
Empire. Even though the project was originally
set to start in October 2024, it faced delays.
The report disclosed that Khurrana,

Mandanna and Paresh Rawal commenced film-
ing on December 12, 2024, starting with a night |
shoot. At Chitra Studio, production designers |
Subrata Chakraborty and Amit Ray have craft- |
ed a set that imitates the Delhi residence of
Paresh’s character.

The trio recorded their introductory scenes

at this site, where they will stay filming until
December 23, 2024, after which they will pause
for the New Year.

The group is anticipated to regroup in Delhi

in January 2025 for an ongoing filming agenda.
After a month of shooting in the capital, they
will travel to Ooty in February 2025, where
Nawazuddin Siddiqui will be added to the cast.
As per the reports, extended shoots are
scheduled in the Ooty forests, with
Nawazuddin’s character portrayed as residing in
the wilderness. The actor portraying the villain
will showcase a distinctive appearance created
by costume designer Sheetal Sharma.

Directed by Aditya Satpodar, this captivat-
ing romance unfolds amidst a violent setting
and is scheduled to debut on Diwali 2025.

Varun Dhawan opens up about being

ollywood star Varun Dhawan,
Bwho is gearing up for his upcom-

ing film Baby John, has spoken
about what needs to change in the
Hindi film industry.

The actor feels that Bollywood cur-
rently is dominated by people whose
thinking is not pan-India but caters to
Mumbai.

While it’s relatively easy to be influ-
enced by the city given it is the enter-
tainment capital of India and all deci-
sions of producers and directors may
come from the Mumbai based perspec-
tive, Varun feels it's important for voic-
es from across India to join Bollywood
to render a certain depth in story-
telling.

The actor said on the podcast, The
Ranveer Show, “I think some voices

e need to come from different places,
besides Bombay, some voices need to
come in. Besides cities, metropolitan
cities, besides the big 4-5 cities, tier
2 and tier 3, some voices need to come
in. They have to come from there. We

definitely need it”.

He further mentioned. “It used to
happen earlier. I think it has become
a little difficult now. To enter. Not to
enter. Now you are thinking that
should I enter the film industry?
Should I become an influencer? Should
I direct some shorts there itself? Or
should I go on OTT? Options have
come in”.

Varun also said that people in posi-
tions of power in Bollywood need to
understand the need to change with
time, and if they can’t then they

=

forcibly kissed and harassed in public

should be willing to let go of some
power to collectively uplift the indus-
try.

“I don’t want to sound rude. But it
might be that all the people in pow-
erful positions have reached a certain
age, in the Hindi film industry. They
have reached a certain age. They have
been doing the same for many years.
They are only at the helm. Now they
might not be recognising it. One thing
is to change with time. We all will have
to do it or else we will not be relevant.
I'will also not be relevant. Reinvention
is very important’, he added.

Speaking with Ranveer Allahabadia
on his podcast, Varun recalled how
the woman entered his house without
permission. “And that lady was the
wife of a very powerful man. I can't
say what position... but a very pow-
erful man and she was being catfished.
Someone was talking to her using my
name. She knew everything about my
house, and she thought I was going
to leave my family. It became very
scary” The actor said that he had to
inform the police female constables
came in and handled it} he said

The actor also revealed times when
fans behaved inappropriately with
him in public, including once when
a female fan forcibly kissed him and
he felt a little bit violated’ Varun also
added that people have pinched his
butt in public places in the past. “T feel
bad for the women because I straight-
away put myself in their position. If
this is happening with me, it must be
worse with them,” Varun added.
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Rent shock: Hyderabad
rises, affordable Ilvmg falls

yderabad’s rental market is
experiencing a dramatic
shift, propelled by the city’s
rapid economic growth and
the influx of migrants drawn
to its thriving IT sector and
quality of life. While the city continues to
attract professionals and businesses at an
unprecedented pace, rents have soared,
leaving middle-class families and new resi-
dents struggling to find affordable housing.
With post-pandemic economic trends, ris-
ing construction costs and urban migration,
Hyderabad is facing the dual challenge of sus-
taining growth while maintaining livability.

A rising demand fueled by the IT
boom

The technology sector remains
Hyderabad’s biggest growth engine, with the
city emerging as a prime hub for IT and relat-
ed industries. High-paying jobs in the tech
corridors of HITEC City, Gachibowli and the
Financial District have led to surging
demand for housing, particularly among
migrant professionals who prefer to live close
to their workplaces.

Prakash Yadav, Chief Operating Officer
at INDIS Group, explains the phenomenon:
“With the influx of professionals from
across the country, particularly from cities
like Mumbai, Delhi, Lucknow and
Bengaluru, there is an increased demand for
housing in close proximity to workplaces.
While local residents may not mind com-
muting from more distant areas, migrants
often prefer to live near their offices, further
driving up demand and rental prices in areas
like the Financial District and HITEC City”

For migrants like Aniket Sharma, an IT
professional who relocated from Lucknow,
rising rents have begun to limit housing
options. “When I moved to Hyderabad two
years ago, a decent 2BHK was within my
budget. Today, the same apartment costs
nearly 25% more. ’'m now looking at places
farther from the tech hubs, but the commute
will be tough,” he says.

The emergence of ancillary industries,
such as retail and hospitality, has further
compounded demand. “The creation of
additional jobs in sectors like hospitality—
with the rise of new star hotels—has creat-
ed exponential demand for both residential
and service-oriented accommodations,’
Yadav adds.

The city’s rental prices are not just a reflec-
tion of demand but also increasing develop-
ment costs. The pandemic disrupted the sup-
ply chain, driving up the prices of construc-
tion materials like cement and steel while cre-
ating labor shortages. Developers are pass-
ing these costs onto buyers and renters alike.

Rajasekhar Reddy, President of the
Telangana Builders Association, under-
scores this critical aspect: “Construction costs
have increased by over 30% in the last two
years, driven by inflation in raw materials and
a shortage of skilled labour. Developers have
little choice but to adjust pricing, which ulti-
mately impacts renters”

At the same time, changes to Floor Space
Index (FSI) regulations have encouraged
high-density projects, but the supply of
affordable housing remains limited. The

From

iconic actors and

Soaring rents and shnnkmg aﬁordabnlty As Hyderabad rises as an
economic powerhouse, middle-class renters struggle to keep pace.

bulk of new developments cater to premi-
um buyers or high-income tenants, leav-
ing a growing section of middle-class fam-
ilies in the lurch.

Migration and market dynamics

The affordability that once distinguished
Hyderabad from cities like Mumbai and
Delhi is gradually eroding. Rents in the west-
ern corridor—traditionally a preferred zone
for IT professionals—are now catching up
with metro benchmarks.

Prakash Yadav reflects on this trend:
“Compared to cities like Mumbai and Delhi,
Hyderabad still offers a lower cost of living.
However, rental costs are steadily catching
up, reflecting the broader transformation of
Hyderabad into a cosmopolitan city””

For example, a 2BHK apartment in
Gachibowli or HITEC City now commands
monthly rents of Rs35,000—half of what
similar apartments cost in Mumbai—but
that figure represents a 20% hike over the
past year alone. For new migrants to
Hyderabad, these numbers are a reality
check. “Migration into the city, both from
within India and abroad, has surged,
Reddy observes. “Hyderabad’s infrastruc-
ture, climate, and work opportunities are
key attractions, but with every new resident,
competition for affordable rental properties
intensifies”

The shift in demographics has reshaped
neighbourhoods. Localities like Banjara
Hills and Jubilee Hills cater to premium
clientele, while areas like Miyapur and
Kukatpally—once known for affordabili-

YEAR OF FAREWELL TO LEGENDS!

legendary musicians to

influential figures across, 2024 has
been a year marked hy the profound
loss of these personalities, whose
departures have left a void that feels
impossible to fill. While their legacies will
live on through their work, their ahsence is
deeply felt by fans, colleagues and loved
ones around the globe. Here’s looking back
at their incredible lives, the joy they
brought and the legacies they’ve left
bhehind, even as we continue to

feel their loss.

USTAD ZAKIR HUSSAIN

The loss of Ustad Zakir Hussain, the legendary tabla maestro, has left an
irreplaceable void in the world of music. Renowned for his unparalleled mastery,
innovative spirit and charismatic stage presence, he elevated Indian classical music
to global acclaim. Beyond his technical brilliance, Ustad Zakir Hussain was a bridge
between cultures, collaborating with artists worldwide and bringing diverse musical
traditions together. His passing marks the end of an era, but his legacy will endure
through his timeless performances and the countless musicians he inspired.

ROHIT BAL

The passing of Rohit Bal at the age of 63, marks a profound loss in the fashion
industry. Renowned for his unique blend of traditional Indian patterns with
modern sensibilities, Bal’'s designs captivated audiences both domestically and
internationally. His pioneering work in the 1990s redefined Indian fashion,
inspiring generations of designers. Despite health challenges, including a heart

S
T

until his recent passing.

RATAN TATA

SHARDA SINHA

The passing of Sharda Sinha, affectionately known as the ‘Bihar Kokila’, at the
age of 72, marks a significant loss in the realm of Indian folk music. Renowned
for her soulful renditions in Bhojpuri, Maithili and Magahi, she played a pivotal
role in bringing regional folk traditions to a broader audience. Her iconic Chhath
and traditional wedding songs became an integral part of cultural celebrations,
resonating deeply with listeners. Her demise, shortly after the loss of her
husband, underscores the profound bond they shared. Sinha’s legacy as a

ty—are becoming increasingly expensive.
The result is a growing affordability crisis,
pushing lower and middle-income tenants
to the city’s outskirts.

For renters like Preeti Menon, a market-
ing executive who relocated from
Bengaluru, this has been an unexpected
challenge. “I came to Hyderabad for bet-
ter opportunities and a better quality of life,
but I didn't expect rents to escalate so quick-
ly. Co-living spaces help for now, but I won-
der how sustainable it is,” she shares.

In response to soaring rents, co-living
spaces have emerged as an attractive
alternative for young professionals and sin-
gles. These shared housing arrangements
offer amenities and flexibility at relative-
ly lower costs.

“As the cost of living rises, co-living
spaces have emerged as a potential solu-
tion, particularly for younger profession-
als” Yadav explains. “However, even co-liv-
ing units are feeling the pinch, with prop-
erty owners converting apartments to cap-
italize on short-term rentals. This trend,
while innovative, does not address the
deeper need for affordable housing”

The co-living boom may temporarily
cushion the rental surge for some, but it
underscores Hyderabad’s transformation.
The city’s rising costs, once unthinkable,
are now a defining feature of its real estate
market.

A city at the crossroads

Despite these challenges, Hyderabad con-
tinues to hold a competitive edge over

condition diagnosed in 2010, Bal continued to influence the fashion world
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Padma Bhushan awardee and her contributions to preserving and popularising
Indian folk music will continue to inspire future generations.

As the former chairman of Tata Group, Ratan Tata was an instrumental in
transforming the conglomerate into a global powerhouse, overseeing

significant acquisitions such as Tetley, Corus and Jaguar Land Rover. His
visionary leadership not only expanded the company’s international footprint
but also modernized its management practices. Beyond his corporate
achievements, Tata was renowned for his philanthropy, contributing extensively
to healthcare, education, and rural development in India. His death is a

Mumbai, Delhi and Bengaluru, where the
cost of living remains significantly higher. Yet
the city risks alienating its growing migrant
workforce if rents remain unchecked.

Rajasekhar Reddy believes that targeted
policies can help: “To sustain Hyderabad’s
growth, there needs to be a focus on afford-
able housing. Incentivising developers, reg-
ulating construction costs and expanding
infrastructure to the city’s outskirts can ease
the current pressures on renters.”

Experts argue that unless supply catches
up with demand, Hyderabad’s affordability
advantage will fade. In areas like Kompally
and Bachupally, newer projects are catering
to budget-conscious buyers, but these local-
ities still lack the connectivity and infrastruc-
ture of central tech hubs.

Hyderabad’s real estate boom is a testa-
ment to its economic ascent, but the city
now faces a critical test: Can it sustain its
growth while remaining livable for its
expanding population? The city’s future
hinges on policies that bridge the gap
between supply and demand, ensuring
housing options for all income groups.

As Prakash Yadav concludes: “Hyderabad’s
transformation into a premium real estate
destination is undeniable, but this growth
must be inclusive. Without affordable hous-
ing solutions, renters will face increasing
hardship in what is otherwise a city of
immense opportunity.

For now, Hyderabad stands at the cross-
roads—its soaring rents a reflection of its suc-
cess but also a warning that unchecked
growth can come at a cost.

profound loss to the nation, leaving behind a legacy of innovation, integrity,

and social responsibility.

RAMOJI RAO
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The passing of Cherukuri Ramoji Rao marks the end of an era in Indian media and
entertainment. His visionary creation of Ramoji Film City, the world’s largest film
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Unlocklng your
babies happy tummy

lift their legs towards the tummy, or seem to

be excessively fussy? These could be
possible symptoms of constipation, a condition
that most infants get at some point. Constipation is
quite uncomfortable for a baby and they show it by
pulling away the bottom and tightening the upper
half of their body while feeding or smothering their
face into the bed while excessively crying, or even
holding back from eating completely.
QOther possible symptoms include bowel
movements less than three times a week, difficulty
passing soft stools or stools that are hard and
shaped like little balls, swollen tummies and stools
with traces of blood due to excessive straining. If
you recognize all or some of these signs, it will
allow you to treat the condition in its early phases
thereby allowing the infant to receive treatment as
fast as possible and in due time. For parents and
caregivers constipated infants are a bit of a worry.
An infant getting constipated is a concern not only
for the caregivers but also for the offspring and
while it is not uncommon for an infant to be
constipated once or twice lasting constipation does
require some form of treatment.
Diet changes can result in an infant getting
constipated and that is one of the primary reasons.
It can be difficult for infants to digest infant
formula when they are moving on from a diet
limited to breast milk as such formula milk has a
considerably harder texture. Also, adding solid
foods into an infants diet may temporarily lead to
constipation as the baby’s body gets used to the
new foods. In most instances it is not a problem
and the infant’s body gets used to the new food in
3 to 4 days, but if it extends beyond that duration,
seeking a doctor’s advice may be needed.
Dehydration is another common cause of
constipation. When fluid loss exceeds intake,
dehydration can occur, making stools harder and
more difficult to pass. llinesses such as vomiting,
diarrhea, or fever can reduce fluid levels in the
body, increasing the risk of constipation. Similarly,
reduced fluid intake during illnesses or excessive
sweating can also contribute to this condition.
Different medications and dietary supplements are
known to slow down bowel action resulting in
constipation; iron, anticonvulsants,
anticholinergics, or narcotic pain relievers are
some examples. Parents are advised to speak to
their physician if they suspect a medication to be
the source of the digestive trouble.
Constipation can also be caused by several health
conditions such as spina bifida, intestinal
obstructions, celiac disease, or even
hypothyroidism. In some rare proceedings other
factors such as suffering from conditions like
Hirshsprung’s disease which affects nerve control
in the colon can be a cause. Extreme measures
such as babies who are a little older intentionally
holding onto their stools due to the worry of pain
or hate being disrupted while playing can increase

H as your baby recently started to grunt, cry, or

by colleagues and fans alike.
‘DELHI GANESH

production facility, provided a monumental platform for filmmakers and

significantly boosted the Indian film industry. Rao’s entrepreneurial spirit extended
beyond media, with successful ventures in hospitality, finance, and food

industries. His contributions earned him the Padma Vibhushan, India’s second- .'.‘ 1

highest civilian honour.
PANKAJ UDHAS

Renowned for his soulful ghazals and emotive playback singing, Pankaj Udhas’s

g ]

Renowned for his versatile performances, ‘Delhi” Ganesh appeared in over 400
films spanning four decades, earning acclaim for his roles in classics like Sindhu
Bhairavi and Michael Madana Kama Rajan. His portrayal of characters in both
comedic and dramatic genres showcased his exceptional talent and adaptability.
‘Delhi” Ganesh’s contributions to Tamil cinema have left an indelible mark and his
legacy will continue to inspire future generations of actors and filmmakers.

cases of constipation.

To diagnose constipation, doctors rely on a
combination of medical history, physical
examination and diagnostic tests. They would pose
questions to caregivers like how often does the
child defecate, the texture of the stool, how does
their diet look like and do see touching routine.
Routine checkups would include checking if the
child had tempered skin, having an aching
stomach or lumps in the tummy, and at times even
checking the rectum. Diagnostic tests such as
blood tests, stool analysis and imaging may be
used if a more serious condition is suspected.
Treatment for constipation depends on its cause.
For mild cases, increasing fluid intake is often
sufficient to soften stools. Babies eating solid
foods can benefit from fiber-rich options such as
fruits, vegetables, and whole grains. Gently
exercising such as cycling using the legs of the
baby or tummy massage also helps to relieve the
bowels.

If constipation is noted to be due to certain
medicines, the physician would alter the medicine
or dosage. If the constipation issues are persistent,
counter medications like laxatives, enemas and
glycerin suppositories are suggested under
medical supervision. For older children, particular
behavioral strategies such as sitting on the potty
after meals, rewarding children for trying to use
the potty and taking a break from potty training
may be effective in reducing constipation.

To avoid constipation, babies need to be fed and
drink enough water especially when sick or in hot
climates. Solid food fed babies are supposed to be
consuming enough bulk foods to aid digestion.
Setting a habit of frequent and regular passing of
stools may also help in avoiding constipation.
Consistently seeing a physician would be helpful in
case there is an ongoing stomach or stomach
associated illnesses such as nausea, anal bleeding,
or despair that does not respond to home care
measures. Broadly it is an indication for concern
and signs of underlying illness which needs more
attention.

Constipation is a common issug in infants, often
caused by dietary changes, dehydration,
medications, or health conditions. Mild cases can
typically be managed through simple lifestyle
adjustments such as hydration, diet and gentle
exercises. However, persistent or severe cases may
require medical intervention. By promoting healthy
hydration, balanced nutrition and routine,
caregivers can help prevent constipation and
support their baby’s overall well-being. Always
consult a pediatrician if you are concerned about
your baby’s bowel habits or notice unusual
symptoms.

(The author, Dr. Srinivasa Murthy C L, is the
Lead Paediatrics, Consultant - Paediatrics and
Neonatology, at Aster Women & Children
Hospital, in Bengaluru.)
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career spanned over four decades, during which he captivated audiences with his
melodious voice and poignant renditions. His iconic song Chitthi Aayee Hai from
the film Naam became an anthem for expatriates, evoking deep emotions and
nostalgia. Honored with the Padma Shri in 2006 for his contributions to the arts,
Udhas’s legacy is etched in the annals of Indian music history. His demise leaves a
void that resonates with fans and fellow musicians alike, but his timeless melodies
will continue to inspire and soothe generations to come.

SUHANI BHATNAGAR

The untimely passing of Suhani Bhatnagar, at the age of 19, deeply saddened the
Indian film industry and her admirers. Best known for her portrayal of young Babita
Phogat in the acclaimed film Dangal, Suhani’s performance left an indelible mark
on audiences. Her life was tragically cut short by dermatomyositis, a rare
inflammatory disease that causes muscle weakness and skin rash. Despite her brief
career, Suhani’s talent and dedication shone brightly, and her loss is profoundly felt
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Rohit should change his tactics, he more attacking hatting at No. 6: Shastri

PTI B MELBOURNE

ith skipper Rohit Sharma
Wstruggling to decipher a

way to score runs in the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy, former
India coach Ravi Shastri says the
stylish batter should go in with a
clear mindset, change his tactics,
and attack the bowlers.
Rohit missed the opening Test
Down Under to be with his family
for the birth of his second child.
He was expected to reclaim the
opener’s spot but KL Rahul’s
impressive 77 in Indias win at
Perth prompted a rejig of the
batting order with Rohit moving
down to No.6.
The change though has not been
fruitful for Rohit as he has
managed 10, 3 and 6 runs in the
last three innings, while Rahul has
encashed on the opportunity by
notching up a fine 84 in the first
innings at Brisbane in the third
Test.

“I would like to see Rohit Sharma,
his tactics change a bit because he
can still be extremely dangerous at
that number (six),” Shastri opined
on ICC Review.

“I think he’s got to be very clear in
his mindset to go out there and
take the attack to the opposition
and not worry about anything
else,” the cricketer-turned-
commentator added.

Shastri felt Rohit should shun the
defensive mindset.

“The last thing you want is him to
be in two minds whether to defend
or attack. In his case, it should be
attack. He picks up length quickly,
he should take the opposition on
at that number.

“Because if he gets away in the first
10-15 minutes, in any way, he’s not
got past that 15-20 minutes, half
an hour. So why don’t you play a
natural game, go and take the
attack to the opposition and take it
from there?”

Shastri felt it’s the best way for

I,
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Rohit to get back into form and
win games for India, adding that
the best No.6 batters in the world
are those who have the ability to
counter-attack.

“I think that is his best way of not
just coming back into form,
winning a game for India as well.
Because that number is a crucial
number”

“The best No.6s in the world are
the guys who know how to have
the ability to counter-attack. They
read the situation well. Yes, if a lot
of wickets have fallen, maybe for a
little while. You might have to be
circumspect, but the intent has to
be far sooner than later.
“Especially when you have that
kind of ability and especially when
you open the batting for India and
you have all the shots for
Australian conditions”

Rohit had made his Test debut in
2013 at No. 6 position, marking
the occasion with a century.
Shastri backed Rahul to retain the

opener’s slot in the fourth Test
following his two half-centuries so
far in the five-Test series.

“I would have asked him (Rohit) to
open in the last Test match
(Brisbane) but then the way Rahul
has batted, he was a joy to watch
and the way he’s batting, I believe
he struck a purple patch,” Shastri
said.

“It could be a position he might
just want to keep and enhance the
way he’s playing because his
technique was faultless,” said
Shastri.

The former India captain said
Rahul was currently at the top of
his game and his confidence level
too was very high.

“The way he left the ball, the way
he allowed the ball to come onto
the bat, some of his cover drives
were as good as any played by
anyone in world cricket at the
moment. And so I think when
there’s that much confidence there,
you know, let it be”

Joe Root returns to England’s ODI
squad for India tour, Champions Trophy
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Wasn't Iocﬂng to save
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the follow-on that day in
Brishane: Akash Deep

PTI @ MELBOURNE

Akash Deep and Jasprit
Bumrah saved India the
blushes during the Brisbane
Test with a resolute 10th
wicket partnership but the
rookie pacer on Sunday said
his focus was on wholesome
contribution to the team
rather than looking to
“merely save the follow-on.”
With the Indian batters,
barring KL Rahul and
Ravindra Jadeja, failing once
again, the obstinate 47-run
partnership between
Bumrah and Akash took
India past the follow-on
mark during the Gabba Test,
which ended in a draw.

“We come to bat lower down
the order, so contributions of
20-25-30 runs are very
valuable. My mindset is just
to contribute. I wasn’t
looking to save the follow-on
that day; I was just looking
not to get out. My mindset
was this, God willing, we
were able to save the follow-
on,” Akash told reporters
here.

Akash smashed Pat
Cummins for a four to avoid
the follow-on as the Indian
dressing room broke into
celebrations on day four.
“When you save the match
from such a situation, the
entire team gets the
confidence and our dressing
room reflected just that.
Everyone was having fun
and enjoying”

Salvaging a draw after being
on the brink of losing in
Brisbane, the Indian team is
now filled with confidence,
feels Akash.

“If you look at it, it’s 50-50,
even though we were behind
in the last match. But the
confidence we built on the
last day, we still have that
confidence. So, I can say it’s
50-50, and this Test match

(Melbourne) is very
important for both the
teams.”

Akash did not feature in the
playing XI for the first two
Tests against Australia but
made his way into the team
for the third Test.

The 28-year-old gave a good
account himself, and was
unlucky to miss out on the
wicket of veteran batter Steve
Smith, whom he troubled no
end.

The pacer, who is playing on
foreign soil for the first time,
revealed tips from Bumrah
helped him.

“This is my first time playing
in Australia. Jassi bhai keeps
on telling us things about
how we can go about our job;
it makes our job easy”

“He told me one thing,
‘Don’t get too excited. Just
focus on your discipline.
How you go about your job
in Indian conditions, repeat
that here’ He told me just
this”

Short-pitched balls against
Head: Akash

Travis Head continues to be
a thorn in India’s flesh. After
being dismissed for 11 in his
first innings of the series, he
has gone on to score 89, 140
and 152 in his next three
outings.

Obviously, he did not detail
the plans, but hinted at a
bouncer strategy against the
left-hander.

PTI W LONDON

Veteran batter Joe Root’s
return to 50-over format
after more than a vyear
headlined England’s squad
announcement for the ODI
tour to India and the ICC
Champions Trophy.

Roots previous assignment
in the format was the 50-over
World Cup held in India in
2023.

All-rounder and Test skipper
Ben  Stokes was not
considered for selection as he
has been recovering from a
left ~ hamstring  injury
sustained during the third
Test against New Zealand
earlier this month.

Seasoned batter Jos Buttler

white ball tour to India.

Leg-spinner Rehan Ahmed,
who made his Test debut
against India earlier this year,
was included in the T20I

England ODI squad: Jos
Buttler (Captain), Jofra
Archer, Gus Atkinson, Jacob
Bethell, Harry Brook,
Brydon Carse, Ben Duckett,

will lead the side, and the squad. Jamie Overton, Jamie Smith,
Lancashire man will also In-form Harry Brook will get Liam Livingstone, Adil
captain England in the T20I another chance to play Rashid, Joe Root, Saqib

series against India, which
precedes the ODIs.

England will play five T20Is
and three ODIs during the

international bilateral cricket
in India after pulling out of
the Test series earlier this
year due to personal reasons.

Mahmood, Phil Salt, Mark
Wood.

England T20I squad: Jos
Buttler (Captain), Rehan

Ahmed, Jofra Archer, Gus
Atkinson, Jacob Bethell,
Harry Brook, Brydon Carse,
Ben Duckett, Jamie Overton,
Jamie Smith, Liam
Livingstone, Adil Rashid,
Saqib Mahmood, Phil Salt,
Mark Wood.

India vs England Schedule:
T20I: 1st T20I: January 22,
Eden Gardens, Kolkata.

2nd T20I: January 25, MA

Chidambaram Stadium,
Chennai.

3rd T20I: January 28,
Niranjan Shah Stadium,

Rajkot.

4th T20L: January 31, MCA
Stadium, Pune.

5th  T20I: February 2,
Wankhede Stadium, Mumbai
ODlIs:

Ist ODI: February 6, VCA
Stadium, Nagpur.

2nd ODI: February 9,
Barabati Stadium, Cuttack.
3rd ODI: February 12,
Narendra Modi Stadium,
Ahmedabad.

Women's players arrested over racist
incident in Brazil soccer semifinal

AP H SAQ PAULO

Four River Plate women’s
players were arrested by
Sao Paulo police and accused
of making a racial slur, Sao
Paulos  public  security
secretariat told The
Associated Press.

On Friday, a Brazil Ladies
Cup soccer semifinal between
Argentina’s River Plate and
Brazilian team Grémio was
stopped in the first half after
River Plate’s Candela Diaz
was accused of making
monkey gestures to a ball boy,
according to  broadcast
footage and local media
reports.

Diaz was detained along with
teammates Juana Cangaro,
Milagros Naiquen Diaz, and
Camila Ayelen Duarte, the
players’ lawyer, Thais Sankari,
told The AP. They remained
in custody on Saturday.
Sankari said the River Plate
players reacted only after
being provoked.

“We see in this decision a

great arbitrariness and the
Brazilian judiciary’s desire to
send a message. They used
this case for that purpose,
she said.

After Diaz’s gestures on
Friday, the Grémio players
walked off in protest. The
referee showed red cards to
six River Plate players
following an on-field fight
and ended the match because
there was no longer the
minimum number of players
required to continue.

The score was 1-1 but the

referee awarded the match to
Grémio, which will play in
the tournament final on
Sunday.

The Brazil Ladies Cup
banned River Plate from the
tournament for two years on
Saturday.

Tournament organizers said
in a statement on Saturday
that future editions will
immediately  ban  any
participating team whose
athletes or staff “engage in
racist gestures on the playing
field”

“The organisation reaffirms
its anti-racist stance and
emphasises that it will never
tolerate such incidents”
Grémio said on X it was
supporting its players, who
would file a police report.
“We regret what happened
and condemn any
discriminatory acts,” the team
said in the statement.
Grémio coach Thaissan
Passos said her players told
her River Plate players had
previously  called them
“monkeys.

“Incidents like this cannot
keep happening. How long
will we keep pretending
racism doesn’t exist?” she told
local broadcaster SporTV.
Diaz has not commented
publicly.

River Plate also condemned
the discriminatory gestures.
The club said in a statement
on X it was “taking the
appropriate disciplinary
measures and will continue
working to eradicate such
behavior.
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Atletico

Madrid

stuns Barcelona
with a 2-1 win

AP H MADRID

Atletico Madrid coach
Diego Simeone ran down
the touchline in joy while
Barcelona players sunk to the
turf in dismay.

Super sub Alexander Serloth
struck again deep in stoppage
time to hand Atletico a 2-1
comeback win at Barcelona
and ensure Atletico will
spend La Liga’s short winter
break on top of the table.
Atletico’s 12th straight win in
all competitions lifted it three
points above Barcelona.
Barcelona has only two wins
in its last nine games and
could find itself third on
Sunday if Real Madrid beats
Sevilla.

Simeone, coaching Atletico
since 2011, celebrated
winning at Barcelona for the
first time.

“We finally did it Atletico
goalkeeper Jan Oblak said.
“We are playing well, we
started poorly but we knew
our chances would come.
And in the last minute
Serloth  came  through.
Thanks to him we finally won
here. He is the striker we
needed”

It was a much more
impressive performance from
Barcelona, which dominated
for long periods and took a
deserved lead in the 30th
minute.

Pedri started and ended the
move, playing a one-two with
Gavi, and firing an angled
shot into the bottom right
corner.

Raphinha almost doubled
Barcelona’s lead in stunning

fashion in the 57th when he
lobbed the goalkeeper but the
ball came off the crossbar.
Robert Lewandowski got to
the rebound but sent it onto
the head of Axel Witsel, who
needed treatment.

Barcelona was made to rue its
missed opportunities when
Atletico levelled just three
minutes later, partly thanks to
a defensive blunder.
Barcelona midfielder Marc
Casado tried to clear Julidn
Alvarez’s cross but passed it
straight to Rodrigo De Paul,
who fired into the bottom
right corner. Casadé put his

hands to his head and
dropped to his knees in
dismay.

Worse was to come for
Barcelona as, in the sixth
minute of stoppage time,
Nahuel Molina made a
fantastic run to latch onto a
through ball and cross in for
Serloth to fire into the back
of the net.

It was Serloth’s eighth goal of
the season, five of them after
he’s come off the bench.
BILBAO’S UNBEATEN RUN
Athletic Bilbao came from
behind to beat Osasuna 2-1
and extend its unbeaten run
to 14 matches and remain just
five points behind Atletico.
Gorka Guruzeta and Alex
Berenguer  sealed  the
comeback win for fourth-
placed Bilbao after Lucas
Torro gave Osasuna a 25th-
minute lead at El Sadar.
Guruzeta headed Bilbao level
in the 31st and Berenguer
struck the winner in the 74th.
Mallorca won at Getafe 1-0
and moved up to fifth.

Manchester City crisis deepens after lossing to Aston Villa 2-1 in the Premier League

AP W MANCHESTER

Manchester City’s stunning
slump deepened after losing
to Aston Villa 2-1 in the Premier
League.

Goals from Jhon Duran and
Morgan Rogers at Villa Park
consigned the four-time
defending champion to a ninth
defeat in 12 games in a season
that is  unravelling. Pep
Guardiola’s team has won just
once during that run.

“We don't have a defense for the
results. They are not good,
Guardiola said.

Third-placed Arsenal closed the
gap on league leader Liverpool to
three points with a 5-1 win at
Crystal Palace, but has played two
games more.

City dropped to sixth in the
standings, nine points below
Liverpool, and has played two
games more.

“It's about what I can do with my
people to get the results back and
continue,” Guardiola said. “If
there is a moment that I cannot
overthink, it is right now. Try to
be simple, stick to my principles

and give certainty to the team.
TITLE HOPES FADING

After winning six titles in seven
years and an unprecedented four
in a row, City’s remarkable fall
shows little sign of stopping.
Guardiola admitted last week he
had not been good enough to turn
his team’s form around.

City was without a win in any of
its last eight away games in all
competitions. While it looks
unlikely to win a fifth straight
title, a place in the top four and
Champions League qualification
could also be in jeopardy after
fourth-placed Nottingham Forest
won at Brentford 2-0 to move four
points clear of City.

Only once under Guardiola has
City managed to win the title
when losing six times in the
league. That was in 2021, when it
lost two of its last three games,
having already been confirmed as
the champion.

City lost nine times when
Liverpool won the title in 2020,
but its sixth defeat didn’t come
until February. Guardiola also lost
six times in his first season in
English soccer in 2016-17 and

City finished third.

The latest defeat could have been
even more emphatic from a
dominant Villa, which moved up
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to fifth.

Duran scored his sixth goal in as
many starts in the 16th minute
from Rogers’ assist. Duran had a
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goal disallowed for offside in the
second half and Rogers hit the
post before doubling Villa’s lead

in the 65th.

Phil Foden pulled a goal back for
City in stoppage time, but it
wasn’t enough to spark a late
comeback.

“We have to stay positive, even
though it’s difficult, and we have
to keep working hard,” City
striker Erling Haaland said.
JESUS STREAK

It’s five goals in a week for Gabriel
Jesus against Crystal Palace.
After scoring a hat trick in
Arsenal’s 3-2 comeback win
against Palace in the English
League Cup quarterfinals on
Wednesday, the Brazil striker hit
another two goals when the teams
met again on Saturday.

Going into Wednesday’s game,
Jesus had only scored once for
Arsenal since the end of January.
Jesus struck twice in a frantic start
at Selhurst Park. He opened the
scoring in the sixth, with Ismaila
Sarr leveling five minutes later.
Jesus restored Arsenal’s lead n the
14th and was denied back-to-
back hat tricks when hitting the
post and then having another
close range effort saved by Palace
goalkeeper Dean Henderson.

Kai Havertz, Gabriel Martinelli

and Declan Rice also scored for
Arsenal.

FOREST FLYING HIGH

If City’s demise is a surprise story
of the season, so is Forest’s rise.
After battling relegation for much
of last term, Forest is in
contention to qualify for the
Champions League and possibly
more.

Facing a Brentford team that was
unbeaten at home, goals from Ola
Aina and Anthony Elanga
secured another statement win on
the road for Nuno Espirito Santo’s
side, having already won at
Anfield and Old Trafford this
year.

ISAK TREBLE

Alexander Isak hit a hat trick in
Newcastle’s 4-0 win at Ipswich.
The Sweden international, who
has 10 goals in his last 11 games,
wrapped up his treble inside 54
minutes at Portman Road,
including one in the opening
minute. Jacob Murphy also
scored.

Brighton was 1-0 up at West Ham
through Mats Wieffer, but
Mohammed Kudus levelled for

the draw.
Bl BN
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Allu Arjun’s controversial streak on the rise

SURESH KAVIRAYANI
sureshkavirayani@gmail.com

llu  Arjun’s film

Pushpa 2: The Rule

has created a sensa-

tion in Hindi, stand-

ing as the highest-

grossing cinema in
the region. However, the actor has
been unable to celebrate this success
due to his involvement in a legal
controversy. Allu Arjun seems to be
making mistakes one after another,
with each public statement leading
to further controversy.

The actor has repeatedly claimed
that he only learned about the
woman’s death in the stampede
at Sandhya Theatre two days
after the incident, which is
contradictory to the wide-
spread media coverage
of the event on the
same night. This rais-
es questions about
the effectiveness of

his PR team. With the incident
being extensively reported on social
media and regular media outlets, it
is surprising that Allu Arjun was
unaware of it. A source from the
industry suggests that his PR team
should have informed him about the
incident and advised him to post a
condolence message on his social
media, which could have mitigated
the criticism.

When the issue is sensitive and
involves a tragic incident at a the-
ater he visited, Allu Arjun should
have reacted promptly. His delayed
response has been perceived as a
reflection of his attitude, according
to the industry source.

Another significant mis-
take made by the actor
was forgetting the
name of the
Telangana Chief
Minister and fail-
ing to thank the
Telangana
Government for

issuing a GO regarding the ticket
price hike. Instead, he thanked the
AP government and only later
acknowledged the Telangana gov-
ernment after being criticised by a
politician.

Furthermore, after his release
from Chanchalguda jail, Allu Arjun’s
PR team made the mistake of send-
ing a live link of the actor being con-
soled by industry people at Geetha
Arts Office and his home. This live
coverage created a negative public-
ity.
tyIn addition, when Telangana Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy discussed
the Sandhya Theatre stampede inci-
dent in the Assembly, Allu Arjun
should have maintained silence for
a few days. Instead, he held a press
conference the same evening, indi-
rectly blaming the police for the inci-
dent, which was another mistake.

The police have since released
videos and evidence showing that
Allu Arjun was accompanied by
police personnel during his visit to

THE ACTOR SHOULD SACK HIS
PR TEAM FOR NOT ADVISING
HIM PROPERLY, LEADING TO A
SERIES OF MISTAKES

the theatre. The actor’s repeated mis-
takes have raised questions about
who is advising him. If he had
responded promptly and appropri-
ately after the incident, this contro-
versy may not have escalated.

It appears that Allu Arjun’s PR
team is weak and not providing him
with proper guidance. As a result,
the actor’s intentions, although
good, are being misinterpreted due
to his ineffective communication.
The Allu Arjun controversy has
become a widely discussed topic,
with many questioning his approach
to addressing the situation.

gives me confidence’

nanya Nagalla, a talented Telugu
Aactress, has been steadily making
a name for herself in the indus-

is extraordinary, revealing that it is
inspired by real-life events.
“The story revolves around a small

ashmika ’

lady of 20@?3::{;]”?‘;&5 Emerged as the leadin y ‘;—:—" try. She made her debut with the criti- incident that occurs simultaneously
massive b’O‘F:kbu t 0 of her films achieving g cally acclaimed film Mallesham and sub- ~ with the assassination of former Prime
Competition, €r Success, espite mini sequently showcased her acting chops  Minister Rajiv Gandhi. While everyone’s
With only Saj pajjayi ) in films like Vakeel Saab and Pottel. H ttention is f d on thel t
naran achieying sior Vi's dubbeg Tamij film in films like Vakeel Saab and Pottel. Her  attention is focused on the larger event,
i gnlflCéllnt success, Rashmikg: upcoming film, Srikakulam Sherlock someone pursues this smaller case,
directed mal opposite Ranpir Kapoor L) . " Holmes, where she plays the female uncovering shocking truths along the
I y ep Vanga, b and lead, is slated to release on way. That’s essentially the story,” Ananya
?ngSter nationwide, The ﬁlslr?]e ? fuge - December 25. explained. She also mentioned that the
a!n Ir Kapoor a caregr. best perf Ot only gae t “When director Mohan film features a cute love story. Ravi Teja
S0 Catapulteq Rashmika to tf Ormance byt narrated the story, I felt it was  Dasyam stars alongside Ananya in the
Nat’oﬂﬂl Crush, € status of 1 something new and unique.  film. “Tappreciated his dedication to giv-
In Anima, Rashmika shoy The way he weaves the ing his best performance in every

by_ Dortraying two distinct Cased her Versatility s narrative, where an inci- scene,” she said of her co-star.
brilliant perfoy mance ang Shad.es: delivering 5 e 1 : dent is seen from each Ananya had the opportunity to work
Simu taneously Beforenth Exuding glamoyr f \ \ person’s perspective, with Pawan Kalyan in Vakeel Saab.
er other film, pyg € Year conclugeg really intrigued me” “During the court scene, he compliment-

} said Ananya Nagalla. ed my performance, saying he could see
=g She confidently stat-  real pain and emotion in my acting. I was
\ e ed that the audience thrilled to receive his praise,” she recalled.
M y will definitely appre-  The actress expressed her willingness to
v ciate this film, citing

take on female-centric films. “I'm cur-

er pro its unconventional rently working on a Telugu film and
gﬁﬂ‘mg and romantig Scenes avlf,fgsl,ge storyline. another Hindi project, both of which fea-
aShml'lIin' Undoubtegly, 2024 belongs Ananya plays the ture strong female leads,” she revealed.
okt Ika Mandanna, thanks to these 0 role of  Ananya is pleased with her career
" USter successeg Ceording t e Bhramaramba in trajectory and the opportunities that
e She is also poiseq to bECOme%ho the film. “My char- have come her way. “After Pottel, 1
ucinema, In her upcoming fijm, - acter in this film is  received numerous compliments and
end, with the recently refe, o, ashmi very distinct from started getting more scripts. I've even
e it g Sity. Additionally, sh ased easer the roles I've played  signed two new films,” she shared.
e Hindli fijm Sikandar dirar € IS working in m revious Regarding her upcoming projects,
ar, directed p oy P garding her up & broj
VAR films,” she noted. Ananya mentioned that Kathakali and

She further empha-
sised that the story

i o

Lechindi Mahila Lokam are ready to hit
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Ram Charan begins
Game Changer promotions

in Dallas Puram

ANUPAMA’S COURT ROOM
DRAMA IN TELUGU

nupama Parameshwaran’s year has been a mixed bag,
A with her film Tillu Square achieving blockbuster suc-

cess alongside Siddhu Jonnalagadda, despite her char-
acter taking a negative turn towards the end. On the other
hand, her film Eagle with Ravi Teja as the lead actor, failed to
impress at the box office.

Although Anupama originated from the Malayalam film
industry, she has focused more on Telugu and Tamil projects
in recent years. However, she seems to be revisiting her
Malayalam roots, with several films in the pipeline, including
Janakai Vs State of Kerala (JSK), slated for release in February.

In JSK, Anupama plays the role of Janaki, with Suresh Gopi
starring as her lawyer. The film, directed by Praveen
Narayana and produced by J Phanindra Kumar, is an intense
courtroom drama based on a real-life incident.

The story revolves around Janaki’s fight for justice in the
face of courtroom injustice.
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hile Allu Arjun’s recent controversy con-
Wtinues to be a major talking point in the
industry, his cousin Ram Charan has

begun promoting his upcoming film Game
Changer in Dallas, USA. The film is directed by

Shankar and produced by Dil Raju.

On Saturday night, several personalities from
the film unit attended the promotional event in
Dallas. Addressing the gathering, Ram Charan
joked, “It feels as if we never left India. Maybe
that’s why Dallas is now called Dallas Puram?”

The actor expressed his gratitude to work with
Shankar, saying, “I always dreamed of asking him
to direct a Telugu film, but I never imagined I'd
get to work with him. It’s been a beautiful three-
year journey of learning and growth.

Ram Charan compared Shankar to Indian cin-
ema, likening him to Sachin Tendulkar in crick-
et. He termed Shankar the number one commer-
cial filmmaker. “This is my first solo film in five

years and it’s special,” said the actor.

Sukumar.

In a lighthearted moment, Ram Charan imi-
tated producer Dil Raju’s style, saying, Meeku enni
Venumo, Anni Irrukinga.

Sukumar, director of Pushpa, attended the
event as a special guest. He praised the Telugu
audience in the USA for their support of Telugu
cinema. “T cannot thank Dil Raju enough in my
life. When many producers hesitated to work with
new directors, he trusted me with Arya,” said

Sukumar revealed that he received his first
Filmfare Award from Shankar. Speaking about
Ram Charan, Sukumar said, “He is like my broth-
er and working with him is always a delight”

Sukumar shared that he watched Game
Changer with Chiranjeevi. “After the likes of
Shankar sir’s Gentleman and Bharateeyudu, 1
enjoyed this film a lot. I thought Charan would
win a National Award for Rangasthalam, but after
watching this film’s climax, I am certain he will
win it this time,” said Sukumar.

amannaah Bhatia stars as the

lead actress in the upcoming

film Odela 2, directed by
Ashok Teja. The first installment,
Odela Railway Station, achieved sig-
nificant success on OTT, prompt-
ing the creation of this sequel. While
Hebah Patel played the female lead
in the first part, Tamannaah takes
on the role in Odela 2. To coincide
with Tamannaah’s birthday, the
filmmakers released her look from
the film, generating substantial
interest.

Popular director Sampath Nandi
is producing Odela 2, which has
already sparked considerable
curiosity. Tamannaah portrays the
intriguing role of Naga Sadhu, a
character that has garnered atten-
tion with its captivating posters.

The striking poster hints at the
intense and powerful nature of her
character in the film.

To prepare for her role,
Tamannaah underwent rigorous
training, including extensive
rehearsals to perfect the breathtak-
ing stunts that will captivate audi-
ences. Odela 2 is being crafted on
an impressive scale, boasting a
massive budget and meticulous
attention to detail in every aspect
of production. The film promises
an exhilarating cinematic experi-
ence, focusing on the intense clash
between good, embodied by
Tamannaah and evil, portrayed by
Vasishta.

Ajaneesh Loknath, renowned
for his work on Kantara, serves as
the music director for Odela 2.
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