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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Saturday said
that the “Congress led by

Gandhi family”, having
“tasted blood”, repeatedly
“wounded the Constitution”,
while his Government’s
policies and decisions since it
took office in 2014, have been
aimed at boosting India’s
strength and unity in line
with the vision of the
Constitution. In his 107-
minute speech, outlining 11
‘Sankalps’ For ‘Viksit Bharat’,
Modi accused the Gandhi
family, from Nehru to Sonia
Gandhi, of “doing everything

in their power to harm the
Constitution”. He said his
Government “changed the
Constitution for the
betterment of dalits, women
empowerment” and “removed
Article 370 to unify the
country”. 
PM Modi emphasised that he
was specifically targeting the
family due to their prolonged
rule, with its members in
power for 55 years. Replying
to a two-day debate in Lok
Sabha on the 75th
anniversary of the adoption of
the Constitution, he took a
swipe at the past Congress
governments, accusing them
of planting “poisonous seeds”
in the country’s diversity to

accentuate its contradictions
and damage its unity. 
Training guns at the Nehru-
Gandhi family of the
Congress, he said they left no
stone unturned to strike
blows to the Constitution.
“This family challenged the
Constitution at every level,”
he said, adding that he was
singling out the family as its
members were in power for
55 years.  The family, having
“tasted blood”, repeatedly
wounded the Constitution, he
said, citing several decisions
of Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira
Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi
when they held the office of
Prime Minister. 
“Their next generation is also
into the same game”, he said
in a swipe at the Leader of
Opposition in the House
Rahul Gandhi and his MP
sister Priyanka Gandhi Vadra.
The PM said leaders like him,
and many others who came
from ordinary families could
never have reached where
they did but for the strength
of the Constitution, as he
underlined his long
commitment to its values. 
As Chief Minister of Gujarat,
PM Modi said that his
government celebrated the
60th year of the Constitution’s
adoption by placing a copy of
the document on an elephant
while he walked underneath
barefoot in a symbolic gesture
to highlight its supremacy.
Slamming the Nehru-Gandhi
family, he said India’s first PM
Jawaharlal Nehru “amended
the country’s guiding
document to curb freedom of
expression and his daughter
Indira Gandhi imposed
Emergency to defy a Supreme
Court judgment that annulled
her election as an MP”. 

“She throttled India’s
democracy and mutilated the
Constitution” when the 25th
year of its adoption was
approaching, to save her chair
as PM”, he said, adding that
“she also effected an
amendment to protect the
President, Vice president and
herself from any legal
challenge to their position
with a retrospective effect.
The country was turned into
jail and the judiciary was
throttled”.
“Rajiv Gandhi, who took over
as PM after his mother’s
assassination, also amended
the Constitution. This blot on
the Congress cannot be
washed off ”, Modi asserted.
Without naming Rahul
Gandhi, the PM said an
“arrogant” person tore the
decision of the Cabinet when
the Congress-led United
Progressive Alliance (UPA)
Government headed by the
then PM Manmohan Singh
was in power. The National
Advisory Council (NAC),
which was headed by Sonia
Gandhi, was put “above” the
Cabinet during the UPA rule,
the PM added. 
While the makers of the
Constitution took a
considered decision to
disallow reservation on the
basis of religion and faith in
the interest of the country’s
unity and integrity, the PM
said that the Congress in its
“greed for power” and to
“appease its vote bank”
pushed for it in violation of
the constitutional spirit, he
said. His government, Modi
said, repealed Article 370 to
“unify the country” and
brought in GST to roll out
“one nation one tax regime”. 

Continued on page 5

�	�� #��0�� ���#��1� �����
��	� �0 � �� �&�'()*

Uttar Pradesh has experienced
a tourism surge, breaking

records with an impressive 47.61
crore tourists visiting the state
between January and September
2024. Ayodhya, home to the
under-construction Shri Ram
Temple, has emerged as the state’s
most visited destination,
surpassing even the iconic Taj
Mahal in Agra.
According to the Uttar Pradesh
Tourism Department, Ayodhya
alone welcomed 13.55 crore
domestic tourists and 3,153
international visitors during this
period. The upcoming
inauguration of the Ram Temple
has played a pivotal role in
drawing unprecedented crowds.

“The rise in Ayodhya’s tourism is
nothing short of phenomenal,”
said Rajesh Tiwari, a Lucknow-
based travel agent. “We have seen
a 70% increase in bookings for
Ayodhya tours compared to last
year. Devotees and cultural
enthusiasts from across the
country want to be part of this
historic transformation.”
While the Taj Mahal remains a
global icon, its tourist numbers
have seen a slight decline in
domestic visitors, though
international arrivals rose from
26,84,825 in 2022-23 to 27,70,340
in 2023-24. The overall domestic
tourist count to the Taj Mahal
decreased by 1,93,298 compared
to the previous year.
“The Taj Mahal is still an
essential stop for international
tourists,” remarked Suresh Gupta,

a tour operator from Agra.
“However, domestic travelers
now prefer spiritual and
culturally significant sites like
Ayodhya and Varanasi. People are
looking for meaningful travel
experiences that connect them to
their heritage.”
Tourism Minister Jaiveer Singh
highlighted the state’s broader
tourism success. “The tourism
surge is not limited to Ayodhya,”
he stated. “Varanasi attracted 6.2
crore domestic tourists and 1.84
lakh foreign visitors. Prayagraj
drew 4.80 crore tourists,
including 4,790 foreigners.
Mathura, the birthplace of Lord
Krishna, saw 6.8 crore visitors,
including 87,229 international
tourists. Even Mirzapur recorded
1.18 crore visitors.”
The state’s Buddhist circuit hub,

Kushinagar, also saw substantial
growth, welcoming 16.2 lakh
visitors, including 1.53 lakh
international tourists. Agra,
despite competition from
Ayodhya, received 1.25 crore
tourists, including 9.24 lakh
foreigners. Tour operators
remain optimistic. “We expect
even higher numbers with the
upcoming Pran Pratishtha
ceremony at the Ram Temple,”
said Poonam Verma, a tourism
consultant from Delhi. “Religious
tourism has become a defining
factor in Uttar Pradesh’s tourism
industry. Events like the Kumbh
Mela, along with better
infrastructure and connectivity,
have boosted travel significantly.”
Industry experts believe that
consistent marketing and
improved facilities have helped

Uttar Pradesh build a strong
global tourism presence. “The
government’s focus on religious
tourism is commendable,” noted
Amit Sharma, a hospitality
consultant. “We now see better
hotels, guided tours, and easier
transport options, making the
state an attractive destination for
all types of travelers.”
Other destinations like
Siddharthnagar (86,215 visitors),
Lakhimpur Kheri (46.5 lakh),
Pilibhit (30.6 lakh), Bijnor (34.4
lakh), and Sonbhadra (19.4 lakh)
also contributed to the state’s
growing tourism footprint. With
the Ram Temple nearing
completion and major religious
events on the horizon, Uttar
Pradesh is poised to strengthen
its position as India’s top cultural
and religious tourism hub.
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Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi on Saturday

accused the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), and the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) of
being “supporters of
Manusmriti” adding that
“their supreme leader
Savarkar always blamed the
Indian Constitution”.
Participating in a debate in
the Lok Sabha on the 75 years
of the adoption of the
Constitution, the Congress
leader said that while talking
of protecting the
Constitution, the ruling party
is “ridiculing” Savarkar. 
Drawing a parallel with the
story of Eklavya who had to
chop off his thumb as ‘Guru
Dakshina’ to Dronacharya,
Gandhi alleged that by
creation of “monopolies” for
the Adani Group in various
sectors, bringing in the
Agnipath scheme, firing
teargas at protesting farmers,
bringing in lateral entry and
allowing paper leaks, the
government was “chopping
off ” the thumb of the youth,
tillers, backward class people
and the poor. 
Gandhi said that he wants to
tell every poor person that the
Constitution protects them,
but the BJP keeps attacking it
24X7. He also reiterated his
promise made on the floor of
the House last session that a
caste census will be
conducted and the 50 per cent
cap on reservation will be
done away with to usher in a
“new type of development” in
the country. 
“I want to start my speech by

quoting your supreme leader
Savarkar and his ideas on the
Constitution of India and how
he thought India should be
run. He says, ‘The worst thing
about the Constitution of
India is that there is nothing
Indian about it. Manusmriti is
that scripture that is most
worshippable after the Vedas,
and which, from ancient
times, had begun the basis of
our culture, customs, thought,
and practice. This book for
centuries has codified the
spiritual and divine march of
our nation. Today,
Manusmriti is law’,” Gandhi
said. 
‘“Savarkar has clearly stated in
his writings that there is
nothing Indian about the
Constitution and that the
book that India is run by
should be superseded by the
Manusmriti,” Gandhi said,
“adding that this is what the
fight is about.  “It is nice that
all of you are so-called
defending the Constitution.
But I want to ask you, do you
stand by your leader’s words?
Do you support your leader’s
words? But when you speak
about defending the
Constitution, you are

ridiculing Savarkar, you are
abusing Savarkar, you are
defaming Savarkar,” Gandhi
said. 
Countering Rahul Gandhi’s
criticism of Savarkar, the BJP
and its ally, Shiv Sena,
reminded the Congress leader
that his grandmother and
former Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi had hailed the
Hindutva ideologue as a
“remarkable son of India” and
issued a postage stamp in his
honour. Launching a scathing
attack on the Congress, Shiv
Sena MP Shrikant Shinde
wondered whether Indira
Gandhi was also anti-
Constitution as she had
praised Savarkar as a
“remarkable son of India”. 
He read out a letter written by
Indira Gandhi to Pandit
Bakhle of the Swatantryaveer
Savarkar Rashtriya Smarak on
the occasion of the freedom
fighter’s birth centenary
celebrations. “Was your
grandmother also anti-
Constitution? You have the
habit of speaking nonsense
about Savarkarji.... But we
revere Savarkarji, we are
proud of him,” Shinde said. 

Continued on page 5
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Agroup of farmers, who
made a fresh attempt to

march towards Delhi from
Shambhu border point of
Haryana on Saturday at
around 12 pm, faced tear gas
and water cannons launched
again by the Haryana police.
After that, they suspended
their march to Delhi and
announced a tractor march on
December 16 and “rail roko”
protest in Punjab on
December 18.
Farmer leader Sarwan Singh
Pandher said, “On December
16, a tractor march will be
organised outside Punjab, and
on December 18th, we have
called ‘Rail Roko’ in Punjab.
We appeal to all Punjabis to
participate in “Rail Roko’ in
large numbers… The
Opposition should not run
away from their role by just
giving a statement.” Ahead of
the ‘Dilli Chalo’ foot march,
Pandher compared the
ongoing farmers’ protest to
the Parliament’s Constitution
debate.
The clash took place when a
group of 101 farmers, who
had resumed their march
from the Shambhu protest site
on the Punjab-Haryana
border around noon, reached
the barricades set up by
Haryana police. A few farmers
were injured during the tear

gas shelling and were taken to
a nearby hospital by
ambulances stationed at the
site. Visuals from the
Shambhu border showed
police using tear gas to
disperse the protesting
farmers and stop them from
marching towards the
National Capital.
Meanwhile, Congress leader
Bajrang Punia visited the
Shambhu border and
expressed his dismay over the
farmers not being allowed to
march towards Delhi. Punia, a
wrestler who joined the
Congress ahead of the
October 5 Haryana Assembly
polls, also criticised teargas
shelling and use of water
cannons against the protesting
farmers by the Haryana

security personnel. He also
inquired about the health of
the injured farmers at the civil
hospital in Rajpura.
Earlier in the day, Ambala
Deputy Commissioner Parth
Gupta and Superintendent of
Police S S Bhoria tried to
persuade the farmers to seek
permission from Delhi
authorities before continuing
their march. However, the
farmers stood firm on their
decision to proceed, urging
the security forces to let them
pass.
This is the third time the
farmers have attempted to
march towards Delhi. Previous
attempts on December 6 and
December 8 were also blocked
by Haryana police.

Continued on page 5
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The Commission for Air
Quality Management

(CAQM) on Delhi-NCR air
quality has issued a revised
plan to tackle winter
pollution, asking states to
implement stricter measures
when the air quality
deteriorates and making it
mandatory for schools to shift
to hybrid learning on days
with severe air pollution. 
“The Chief Secretaries of
Delhi and NCR  shall
frequently review the actions
and implementation of the
GRAP especially when the air
quality falls or is likely to fall
in the ‘Severe’ or ‘Severe +’
category (Stage III and
beyond). The Commission
may decide upon any
exceptions and additional
measures to the schedule of
the GRAP, under different air
pollution categories i.e.,
Stages I to IV, as per the
prevalent AQI and weather

forecast,” read the advisory.
During the first stage,
Discoms are advised to
minimise power supply
interruptions in NCR.
According to CAQM, the total
number of days with ‘Good to
Moderate’ air  quality in 2024
is 207  so far, which is the
highest since 2018 (barring
2020 , the COVID Year). The
record highest  number, six
days with ‘Moderate’ AQI in
2024, as against only one day
each in 2018 ,2019 and 2020;
‘0’ days in 2021 & 2023; and ‘2’
in 2022 . On the other hand,
the number of days with ‘Poor
to Severe’  AQI in December
are also the lowest in the
current year since  2018 i.e.
only eight . A lowest avg AQI
of  234 for  the month of
December (till 14th) has also
been recorded in the current
year 2024, since 2018, when
the AQI has generally been in
the  range of ‘300-400’ i.e Very
Poor,” it said.

Continued on page 5

� #������� ��� (�*����+,

The prestigious New Delhi
Assembly seat is likely to

witness a fierce electoral
contest with incumbent
legislator, and Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) supremo, Arvind
Kejriwal pitted against the
sons of former Chief Ministers
of Delhi, who have been
fielded by the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) and and Congress
as their star candidates. The
Congress party has fielded
two-time former Member of
Parliament (MP) and former
Chief Minister (CM) Sheila
Dikshit’s son Sandeep Dikshit. 
Meanwhile, BJP senior leader
and former MP, Parvesh Sahib
Singh Verma, the son of
former Delhi CM Sahib Singh
Verma, on Saturday also
claimed that he has been
“asked to prepare for
contesting from the New Delhi
constituency”. If this
candidature materialises, the
election will pit two scions of
politician families against
Kejriwal, making it a
triangular battle of high-
profile leaders. While the AAP
and Congress have announced
some candidates, BJP is still
figuring out their list. The
AAP has so far declared two
lists with 31 names.
According to poll experts, this
election is more than just a
political contest for Sandeep
Dikshit, it is a chance for him
to reclaim his family’s legacy
and ‘settle old scores’ in the
New Delhi seat. Sources in the

Congress said a team which
worked with Sheila Dikshit is
still active in New Delhi which
may help him to counter
Kejriwal’s narratives. 
Even in 2020, when it drew a
blank in the Assembly polls for
the second time in a row, the
Congress had banked on the
late Congress stalwart to revive
its fortunes in what was once
its citadel. The party’s
campaign song in 2020 had a
line, “‘Ek Dilli thi vo jo Sheila
ne khud se sawari tha. Fir se
Congress wali Dilli’…” 
Some insiders say in the past
10, the Congress is out of
power in Delhi and their
leaders and workers have lost
their connectivity with the
people. Currently, the
Congress has no face that
connects with people. The
New Delhi constituency is one
of the smallest, numerically
speaking, of the total 70
Assembly seats and is
dominated by the government
employees as voters.
On the other hand, AAP
convener has an advantage as
he has a connection with
people. Speaking at an event
earlier on Friday, Kejriwal
rejected the rumours that he

was going to shift from the
New Delhi seat to some other
constituency in the Assembly
elections which are due in
February next year. “There
will be no change. I will
contest from the New Delhi
seat and Chief Minister Atishi
from Kalkaji,” he said when
asked about the possibility of
changing seats by them.
Verma, a former West Delhi
Lok Sabha MP, said, “My party
has asked me to prepare for
this seat.”  The list of BJP
candidates is yet to come out,
he added.
The AAP supremo shot to
fame in the political arena of
the country by defeating then
chief minister Sheila Dikshit
from the New Delhi
constituency in the 2013
Assembly polls by a margin of
over 25,000 votes. He won the
seat again in 2015 defeating
BJP’s Nupur Sharma by over
31,000 votes. In 2020, the last
Assembly election, Kejriwal
defeated BJP’s Sunil Yadav by
over 21,000 votes. Congress
candidate Romesh Sabharwal
got just 3,220 votes in the New
Delhi seat in the 2020
Assembly elections.

Continued on page 5
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Veteran Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) leader Lal

Krishna Advani has been
admitted in the ICU of
Indraprastha Apollo
Hospitals. “LK Advani ji,
former Deputy Prime
Minister of India, has been
admitted to the ICU of
Indraprastha Apollo
Hospitals for medical
management and
investigations,” the hospital
said in a statement. 
“He is under the care of Dr
Vinit Suri and is currently
stable,” it added. Suri is a
senior consultant in the
neurology department. 
The hospital, however, did
not disclose any information
on the reason for his
hospitalisation. Persons
associated with the 96-year-
old were brought to the
hospital about two days ago.
He had been admitted to the
same hospital earlier this year
as well.
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The 350th martyrdom year
of Guru Teg Bahadur, the

ninth Guru of Sikhism, will be
commemorated across Uttar
Pradesh with year-long cele-
brations. The event will be
inaugurated on December 26
on the special occasion of
Veer Bal Diwas from the Chief
Minister’s  residence in
Lucknow. This inauguration
will be broadcast live in all the

gurdwaras of the state and will
culminate in a grand ceremo-
ny next year.
In a special meeting on
Saturday, Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath stated, “The sacri-
fices of Sikh Gurus for the
preservation of the nation
and religion are unparalleled.
Their festivals should be cel-
ebrated with traditional joy
and enthusiasm throughout
the state.”
The chief minister also direct-

ed that, starting from the next
academic session, the inspira-
tional stories of the Sikh
Gurus’ sacrifices and martyr-
dom will be included in the
school curriculum.
Additionally, under the chief
minister’s directive, a book
detailing the life and legacy of
Guru Teg Bahadur will be
published. As part of the cel-
ebrations, a grand Maha Yagya
featuring 11,000 Sahaj Paath
recitations will also be organ-

ised. The chief minister
instructed that a special cer-
emony to commemorate Veer
Bal Diwas be organised across
the state.
He emphasised, “The Guru
Granth Sahib should be recit-
ed, and all Granthis should be
invited to participate in the
programme. MPs, mayors,
MLAs, MLCs, public repre-
sentatives, and other digni-
taries should also be invited to
these events, which will be

held in gurdwaras across all
districts.”
Highlighting the inspirational
legacy of Sikh Gurus, the
chief minister stated, “Their
biographies and sacrifices
should be incorporated into
the school curriculum.
Additionally, poetry, essay,
and debate competitions on
topics related to Sikh Gurus
should be organised, and win-
ning participants duly 
rewarded.”
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The Uttar Pradesh State
Road Transport

Corporation (UPSRTC) will
deploy 350 shuttle buses to
facilitate smooth travel for vis-
itors and devotees during the
Maha Kumbh 2025 in
Prayagraj.
A dedicated team of 22 officers
will oversee the system’s effi-
ciency and ensure seamless
operations during the Maha
Kumbh, which will take place
from January 13.
Service manager, Moradabad,
Anurag Yadav has been
appointed as incharge of this
initiative.
Minister of State for Transport
(Independent Charge)
Dayashankar Singh said that to
handle emergencies effective-
ly, Quick Response Teams
(QRTs) have been deployed on
seven routes leading to
Prayagraj. These teams,
equipped with interceptor
vehicles, will  consist of
UPSRTC enforcement officers
and technical staff who can
address any immediate
requirements.
The QRTs aim to ensure swift
assistance in case of opera-
tional or technical issues dur-
ing the fair. He further said that
eight temporary bus stations
have been built within the fair

area to manage the influx of
visitors. These stations are
staffed by chief manager-level
officers from the headquarters,
supported by retired advisors.
Additionally, temporary work-
shops have been set up near
these bus stations to address
any technical problems in
buses arriving from outside
regions. The transport minis-
ter also announced that 2,000
buses will be deployed in the
first phase of the fair. For the
main bathing dates in the sec-

ond phase, the number will
increase significantly, with
7,000 buses—including 6,800
ordinary buses and 200 AC
buses—operational on Mauni
Amavasya, one of the most sig-
nificant bathing festivals.
Furthermore, 200 city electric
buses will also function as
shuttles on these key dates.
Managing Director of
UPSRTC Masoom Ali Sarwar
stated that under the instruc-
tions of the transport minister,
they have accelerated prepara-

tions for the Maha Kumbh. He
further said that Gaurav Verma
has been appointed as the fair
officer for UPSRTC.
Mobile diesel dispensing units,
referred to as ‘browsers’, will be
stationed at temporary bus
depots to ensure uninterrupt-
ed fuel supply. Additionally,
UPSRTC’s toll-free number
(1800 1802 877) and
WhatsApp helpline
(9415049606) will be opera-
tional 24/7 to assist devotees
throughout the event.
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With the arrest of four
accused on Friday night,

the Special Task Force (STF) of
Uttar Pradesh, Lucknow,
claimed to have worked out the
case involving the abduction of
a Chinhat-based homoeopath-
ic doctor, who was released
after a ransom of Rs 7 lakh was
paid.
The accused arrested have been
identified as Ram Babu Verma,
a resident of Gonda (the gang
leader), Rajan Kumar of Basti,
and Amit Kumar and Raj
Kumar Yadav, both from
Gonda district.
The STF team recovered Rs
1.13 lakh in cash, a car, four
mobile phones, and an
Aadhaar card from the
accused. They were arrested
near Goyal Height, Kisan Path,
under the BBD police station
area at around 11:30 pm on
Friday.
Following the incident, and
after the victim doctor returned
home after paying the ransom,
the STF was assigned the task
of apprehending the culprits,
who had been frequently
changing their locations.
On December 8, a team work-
ing under ASP (STF) Vishal
Vikram Singh began gathering
information to uncover the
details of the sensational kid-
napping of Dr Surendra Kumar
Singh, a homoeopathy physi-
cian from the BBD police sta-
tion area in Lucknow.
As the investigation progressed,
an informer provided crucial
information that members of
the gang responsible for Dr
Singh’s kidnapping on
December 8 were expected to
be near Goyal Height, Kisan

Path. Acting on the tip-off, the
STF team nabbed the accused.
During interrogation, the
arrested gang leader, Ram Babu
Verma, revealed that after com-
pleting his intermediate educa-
tion, he enrolled in a DPharma
course at Saket College in
Ayodhya in 2021. It was there
that he became good friends
with Rajan Kumar, who was
also studying DPharma at the
same college.
Rajan, along with his friends
Amit Kumar and Raj Kumar
Yadav, was renting a room at
Gurukul Hostel in Matiyari.
Ram Babu Verma, facing finan-
cial difficulties, confided in
Rajan Kumar about his debts
and asked him for a way to earn
money. Rajan suggested that Dr
Surendra Kumar Singh, a res-
ident of Shivpuri Colony
Kamta, operated a clinic and
Diabetic Centre and held a
franchise for BSS (Bharat Sevak
Samaj) in Chennai, offering
diplomas in Homoeopathy
Pharmacy via distance educa-
tion.
Rajan further explained that Dr
Singh was involved in admit-
ting children for this pro-
gramme and would travel to

any location when called for
admissions.
Rajan, who had previously
rented a room at Dr Singh’s
house about 10 months earli-
er, knew the doctor’s routine
well.
He informed Ram Babu that if
Dr Singh were kidnapped, they
could easily extort Rs 40-50
lakh. The gang then devised a
plan. On December 8, they
lured Dr Singh to Ayodhya
Road, near Global Hospital,
under the pretext of discussing
money and documents for
admitting five children into the
DPharma programme.
Upon Dr Singh’s arrival in his
car, the gang ambushed him.
After engaging in conversation,
they forcefully entered the car,
beat him, and took control of
the vehicle, pushing him into
the back seat.
They then drove around con-
tinuously in Basti and Gonda,
threatening the doctor and
demanding a ransom of Rs 20
lakh. After some negotiation,
Dr Singh agreed to pay Rs 10
lakh. However, he later trans-
ferred only Rs 7 lakh after bor-
rowing Rs 9 lakh from his son-
in-law and a friend.
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The Lucknow police on
Friday seized property

worth approximately Rs 34
crore of the prime accused in
the triple murder case in
Malihabad in February 2024.
National Security Act (NSA)
was also invoked against the
accused, Siraj Ahmed aka
Lallan Khan. On February 2,
2024, Siraj Ahmed, along with
his son Faraz and associates
Furqan and Asharfi Lal, alleged-
ly shot dead Muneer Ahmad
Khan alias Taj (55), his nephew
Hanzala Khan (15), and
Hanzala’s mother Farheen Khan
(40) in the Mohammad Nagar
area of Malihabad.
The crime reportedly stemmed
from a dispute over a land mea-
surement exercise. A 50-second
video of the incident went viral
on social media.
A case was filed against the
accused under sections 302
(murder), 504 (intentional
insult), 506 (criminal intimida-
tion), and 34 (common inten-
tion) of the Indian Penal Code
(IPC), as well as sections 27/30
of the Arms Act. The accused
were promptly arrested and
sent to jail.
According to the police, Siraj
Ahmed, a notorious criminal,
has over 20 cases registered
against him spanning several
decades, including murder, rob-
bery, and illegal arms posses-
sion. Faraz, Siraj’s son, is also
implicated in multiple criminal
cases, including the triple mur-

der. The father-son duo, along
with their associates, amassed
significant assets through ille-
gal means. Following their
arrest and investigation, it was
revealed that Siraj Ahmed and
his associates accumulated
movable and immovable assets
worth about Rs 34 crore
through their involvement in
organised crime.
In response, the police invoked
Uttar Pradesh Gangsters and
Anti-Social Activities
(Prevention) Act (UP Gangsters
Act) and seized these properties
under Section 14(1) of the Act.
On December 13 (Friday), the
police seized these assets as part
of their ongoing crackdown
on professional criminals and
organised crime syndicates.
This move follows the approval
of a gang chart and the registra-
tion of an additional case under
the Gangsters Act. The seizure
and NSA action are part of a
coordinated effort by the
Malihabad police, led by
inspector-in-charge Satyendra
Chandra Sahu, additional
inspector Sachidanand, and
other senior officers.
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The roof of a house in
Mohanlalganj collapsed

while it was being demol-
ished on Saturday afternoon,
causing a labourer to be seri-
ously injured after being
buried under the debris. He
later succumbed to injuries.
Police reached the spot as
soon as the information was
received. With the help of
local people, the injured
labourer was taken to the
hospital,  where doctors
declared him dead.
It  was reported that
Omprakash (60), a resident of
Mau village, had come to
Mohanlalganj to work as a
labourer. 
The roof of a house under
construction was being
demolished when, around 1
pm, it suddenly collapsed,
causing Omprakash to be
buried under the debris.
Fellow labourers pulled him
out of the rubble. Upon

receiving the information, the
police took him to the hospi-
tal, where he died during
treatment.
Family members then beat up
the landlord. On receiving
information about the inci-
dent, the family members of
the deceased arrived at the
scene, expressed their anger
and attacked the landlord.
The family members claimed
that the labourer died due to
the negligence of the contrac-
tor who was overseeing the
work. 
They also accused the doctors
of failing to provide timely
treatment. Omprakash is sur-
vived by his wife Sushila Devi,
and five children: Santosh,
Yogesh, Shivam, Manish, and
Lakshmi.
Inspector, Mohanlalganj, said
that the investigation into the
case has begun and further
necessary action is being
taken after receiving a com-
plaint from the victim’s 
family.

Lucknow (PNS): The Uttar
Pradesh government on
Saturday removed Anil Kumar
Sagar, Chairman of the New
Okhla Industrial Development
Authority (Noida) and Principal
Secretary, Industry, from both
positions following an indict-
ment by the Lucknow bench of
the Allahabad High Court.
The bench, headed by Justice
Pankaj Bhatia, directed the state
government to take action
against the chairman. If no
action was taken, the court
warned, it would be forced to
order an inquiry by the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
into the serious corruption
charges against the officer.
The next hearing of the case is
scheduled for December 16. In
response to the court’s directive,
the state government removed
Sagar from both posts on
Saturday, placing him in wait-
ing.
Anil Kumar Sagar faces charges
related to the arbitrary approval

I Taha son of Mohammad Qasim
Asad holder of indian passport
no.T2381405 issued at Dubai (UAE)
on 10/03/2021, resident of
Dharammarpur, Karanda, Ghazipur,
UP do hereby announce to change my
name from Taha to Taha Mohammad
with immediate effect.

NOTICE

AUCTION NOTICE

ÁŒŸÊ°∑§ wy.vw.wÆwy ¬˝ÊÃ— vÆ—ÆÆ ’¡ ÄflÊ≈¸U⁄U
◊ÊS≈U⁄U Á«¬Ê≈U¸◊ã≈U ∑§◊Êã« •S¬ÃÊ‹ (‚ã≈˛‹
∑§◊Êã«), ‹πŸ™§ ◊¥ ¬Áé‹∑§ ª˝Êã≈U S≈UÙ‚¸ ∑‘§
•ŸÈ¬ÿÙªË– ÁŸc¬˝ÿÙíÿ ÉÊÙÁ·Ã ‚Ê◊Áª˝ÿÙ¥ ∑§Ë
ŸË‹Ê◊Ë, Á‚ÄUÿÙÁ⁄U≈UË L§Æ vÆ,ÆÆÆ/- Ÿ∑§Œ, ¡Ë.
∞‚. ≈UË. ¬¥¡Ë∑§⁄UáÊ, •ÊœÊ⁄U, ¬ÒŸ∑§Ê«̧ ∑‘§ ‚ÊÕ ¡◊Ê
„UÊªË– •Êß¸. ¬Ë. Á‚¥„ ∞á« ‚ã‚–

I Amina daughter of Mohammad
Qasim Asad holder of indian passport
no.T8286120 issued at Dubai (UAE)
on 07/08/2019, resident of
Dharammarpur, Karanda, Ghazipur,
UP do hereby announce to change my
name from Amina to Amina
Mohammad with immediate effect.

NOTICE

I have changed my name YASEEN
to MOHD YASEEN S/O NIZAM
for future purpose. Add- KOT
MOHAN UNNAO.

NOTICE

I, Sgt Anand Kumar Singh (retd),
Service No. 767505-G & my wife
Suman Singh, hereby inform that the
date of birth of our daughter, Aastha
Singh, has been mistakenly recorded
as 07-05-2007 instead of 07-05-2008
in the IAF service records. Also
07-05-2008 is mentioned in her
school records, birth certificate and
Aadhaar. Therefore, 07-05-2008 is to
be accepted as valid date of birth in
all records.

NOTICE

I Suman Devi W/o Sub Ranveer
singh army no. JC482129L. 4 Rajput
R/o Gwaliar (M.P) in my husband
army service record my name entered
Suman which is incorrect my correct
name is Suman Devi vide affidavit
dated 18.09.2024 before notery
public. lucknow.

NOTICE

I Pushp Lata M/o SEP Abhimanyu
singh army no. 3024851N. 4 Rajput
R/o Balia (U.P) in my son's army
service record my name entered
Pushalata Devi which is incorrect my
correct name is Pushp Lata vide
affidavit dated 20.09.2024 before
notery public. lucknow.

NOTICE

I HAVE PURCHASED PLOT NO. 282
A Dated 05/05/1997 BLOCK E
SCHEME No. 40 PANKI, KANPUR
FROM JAGRANI W/O CHHEDILAL.
CHAIN DEED DATED 28/10/1970
HAS BEEN LOST ANYWHERE, IF
ANYONE USE CHAIN DEED
WHICH IS ILLEGAL. RAM
DULARE GAUR S/O PARMESHWAR
GAUR, 282 A, E BLOCK, PANKI,
HANUMAN MANDIR, PANKI,
KANPUR.

NOTICE

NOTICE

AUCTION NOTICE

ÁŒŸÊ¥∑§ v}.vw.wÆwy •¬⁄UÊã„ w—ÆÆ ’¡ ‚„Êÿ∑§
•Ê‚ÍøŸÊ éÿÍ⁄UÙ (∞‚. •Êß̧. flË.), vvÆ-◊Ê‹ ⁄UÙ«,
‹πŸ™§ ◊¥ ÁŸc¬˝ÿÙíÿ ∑§ÊÿÊ¸‹ÿ »§ŸË¸ø⁄U,
•À◊ÊÁ⁄UÿÊ°, ⁄UÒÄU‚, •ãÿ ‚Ê◊Áª˝ÿÙ¥ •ÊÁŒ ∑§Ë
ŸË‹Ê◊Ë, Á‚ÄUÿÙÁ⁄U≈UË L§. z,ÆÆÆ/- Ÿ∑§Œ, ¡Ë. ∞‚.
≈UË. ¬¥¡Ë∑§⁄UáÊ, •ÊœÊ⁄U, ¬ÒŸ∑§Ê«¸ ∑‘§ ‚ÊÕ ¬˝ÊÃ—
vÆ—ÆÆ ’¡ - vw—ÆÆ ’¡ Ã∑§ ¡◊Ê ∑§⁄UŸ ©¬⁄UÊãÃ
‚Ê◊Áª̋ÿÊ° ÁŸ⁄UËˇÊáÊ ∑§⁄U¥– •Êß̧. ¬Ë. Á‚¥„ ∞á« ‚ã‚.–

AUCTION NOTICE

ÁŒŸÊ¥∑§ xÆ.vw.wÆwy •¬⁄UÊã„ x—ÆÆ ’¡ ‚„Êÿ∑§
•Ê‚ÍøŸÊ éÿÍ⁄UÙ (∞‚. •Êß¸. ’Ë.) vvÆ-◊Ê‹ ⁄UÙ«,
‹πŸ™§ ◊¥ ÁŸc¬˝ÿÙíÿ ÉÊÙÁ·Ã ∑§êåÿÍ≈U⁄U/‚„flÃË¸
©¬∑§⁄UáÊÙ¥, flÒÁ≈˛ÿÙ •ÊÁŒ ∑§Ë ŸË‹Ê◊Ë, Á‚ÄUÿÙÁ⁄U≈UË
L§. z,ÆÆÆ/- Ÿ∑§Œ »§◊¸ ∑ ‘ § ß ¸-flS≈ U
Á«S◊ã≈U‹⁄U/Á⁄U‚Êß∑§‹⁄U ‚Á≈U¸Á»§∑‘§≈U, ¡Ë. ∞‚. ≈UË.
¬¥¡Ë∑§⁄UáÊ, •ÊœÊ⁄U, ¬ÒŸ∑§Ê«̧ ∑‘§ ‚ÊÕ •¬⁄UÊã„ v—ÆÆ
’¡. w—xÆ ’¡ Ã∑§ ¡◊Ê ∑§⁄UŸ ©¬⁄UÊãÃ ‚Ê◊Áª˝ÿÊ°
ÁŸ⁄UËˇÊáÊ ∑§⁄U¥– •Êß¸. ¬Ë. Á‚¥„ ∞á« ‚ã‚.–

•Êfl‡ÿ∑§ÃÊ „Ò– ◊Œ⁄U‚Ê ßS‹ÊÁ◊ÿÊ, flÊ⁄UËª«∏„UË, ⁄UÊ◊Ÿª⁄U
flÊ⁄UÊáÊ‚Ë-wwvÆÆ} ◊¥ ÁŸãŸ ∑§Ë (v) •Á‚S≈U¥≈U ≈UËø⁄U
(Ã„ÃÊÁŸÿÊ)-| (‚ÊÃ) ¬Œ, •ÊÿÈ- ãÿÍŸÃ◊ v} fl·¸ •„¸ÃÊ—
•ÊÁ‹◊ ÿÊ ©ŒÍ̧ ‚ ßã≈U⁄U ÿÊ „ÊÁ»§∏¡∏ flÃŸ ¬’Òá« ~xÆÆ-xy}ÆÆ
ª˝«¬ y{ÆÆ/-∑‘§ ◊ÒÁ≈˛ÄU‚ ‹fl‹ { ◊¥ L§. xzyÆÆ/- (w)
•Á‚S≈U¥≈U ≈UËø⁄U (»§ı∑§ÊÁŸÿÊ) x (ÃËŸ) ¬Œ, •ÊÿÈ ãÿÍŸÃ◊
wÆfl·¸– •„U¸ÃÊ—  FÊÃ∑§/‚◊∑§ˇÊ zÆ ¬˝ÁÃ‡ÊÃ •¥∑§Ù ‚ ÃÕÊ
•ÊÁ‹◊/ßã≈U⁄U ©ŒÍ̧ (x) flÒ∑§ÁÀ¬∑§ Áfl·ÿ ≈UËø⁄U (»§ÊÒ∑§ÊÁŸÿÊ)
w (ŒÙ) ¬Œ •ÊÿÈ wÆ fl·¸ ãÿÍŸÃ◊– •„¸ÃÊ— ‚¢’¥ÁœÃ Áfl·ÿ
◊¥ FÊÃ∑§/‚◊∑§ˇÊ zÆ ¬̋ÁÃ‡ÊÃ •¥∑§Ù ‚ ÃÕÊ ©ŒÍ̧/•⁄U’Ë/»§Ê⁄U‚Ë
‚ ◊È¥‡ÊË/◊ı‹flË ‚ •ÁŸêŸ SÃ⁄U ∑§Ê ¬˝◊ÊáÊ¬òÊ •ÕflÊ ◊ÊãÿÃÊ
¬˝Ê# ◊Œ⁄U‚ ‚ ∑§Ê⁄UË ∞fl¥ ©ŒÍ¸/•⁄U’Ë/»§Ê⁄U‚Ë ‚Á„Ã •ÊÁ‹◊ ‚
•ÁŸêŸ SÃ⁄U ∑§Ê ¬˝◊ÊáÊ¬òÊ (y) •Á‚S≈U¥≈U ≈UËø⁄U •ÊÁ‹ÿÊ
(◊È¥‡ÊË/◊ı‹flË) v (∞∑§) ¬Œ, •ÊÿÈ ãÿÍŸÃ◊ wv fl·¸– •„¸ÃÊ—
•⁄U’Ë/ »§Ê⁄U‚Ë/ ŒËÁŸÿÊÃ ‚ FÊÃ∑§ÙûÊ⁄U/‚◊∑§ˇÊ ÃÕÊ »§ÊÒ∑§ÊÁŸÿÊ
∑§ˇÊÊ•Ù¥ ∑§Ê ÃËŸ fl·¸ ∑§Ê ‡ÊÒˇÊÁáÊ∑§ •ŸÈ÷fl (z) flÒ∑§ÁÀ¬∑§
Áfl·ÿ ≈UËø⁄U (◊È¥‡ÊË/◊ı‹flË) w(ŒÙ) ¬Œ •ÊÿÈ ãÿÍŸÃ◊ wv
fl·¸– •„¸ÃÊ— ‚¢’¥ÁœÃ Áfl·ÿ ◊¥ FÊÃ∑§ÙûÊ⁄U zÆ ¬˝ÁÃ‡ÊÃ •¥∑§Ê
‚ ÿÊ ¬̋Á‡ÊÁˇÊÃ SŸÊÃ∑§ zÆ ¬̋ÁÃ‡ÊÃ •¢∑§Ê¥ ‚ ß‚∑‘§ ‚ÊÕ •ÊÁ‹◊
ÿÊ ßã≈U⁄U ©ŒÍ̧ ©ÄÃ (w), (x), (y) fl (z) „ÃÈ flÃŸ- ¬’Òã«
~xÆÆ-xy}ÆÆ ª̋« ¬ y}ÆÆ/ ∑‘§ ◊ÒÁ≈̨ÄU‚ ‹fl‹ | ◊¥ L§. yy~ÆÆ
•ãÿ ‡ÊÃ¸ ©U0¬˝0 •‡ÊÊ‚∑§Ëÿ •⁄U’Ë/ »§Ê⁄U‚Ë ◊Œ⁄U‚Ê ‚flÊ
ÁflÁŸÿ◊Êfl‹Ë wÆv{ ÿÕÊ ‚¥‡ÊÙÁœÃ ∑‘§ •ŸÈ‚Ê⁄U, •„U¸ •èÿÕË¸
ÁŒŸÊ¢∑§ Æ{.Æv.wÆwz ß¸. Ã∑§ •ÊflŒŸ ∑§⁄U ¬ÍáÊ¸ ¬ÃÊ ◊Ù0 Ÿ0
•fl‡ÿ Á‹π– •ÊÁ‚»§ •ÅÃ⁄U (◊ÒŸ¡⁄U) ~yzzyy||x~

•Êfl‡ÿ∑§ÃÊ „Ò
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Mahakumbh Nagar (PNS): In
an effort to safeguard the 45
crore devotees expected to
attend the Maha Kumbh 2025,
the Uttar Pradesh government
has deployed a robust anti-
drone system in Mahakumbh
Nagar.
With strict measures in place
against unauthorised drone
flights, the police intercepted
two drones f lying over
Mahakumbh Nagar, and
notices have been issued to the
operators. On the directions of
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, the police in
Mahakumbhnagar have height-
ened their vigilance to ensure
the safety of devotees at the
grand event.

Senior Superintendent of Police
Rajesh Dwivedi stated that
special measures are being
implemented to protect the
over 45 crore devotees attend-
ing the event from across the
country and abroad.
“An anti-drone system has been
activated in the Maha Kumbh
fair area. On the very first day,
a high-tech anti-drone system
successfully shot down and
deactivated two drones flying
without permission. Notices
have been issued to the oper-
ators,” he said.
Dwivedi emphasised that
drones will not be allowed to fly
in the Maha Kumbh fair area
without prior approval.
Permission must be obtained

from the police in advance for
any drone operations. Strict
action will be taken against
anyone found operating drones
without authorisation.
A highly advanced anti-drone
system has been deployed in
Mahakumbhnagar to ensure
the safety of devotees. To man-
age this system, experienced
experts have been brought in,
and they have immediately
taken their positions in the fair
area. These experts are sta-
tioned at a central location,
continuously monitoring all
drones flying in the vicinity. On
high alert 24/7, they have the
capability to disable any suspi-
cious drone mid-flight if nec-
essary.
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and cancellation of real estate
projects in Noida. The High
Court also uncovered several
discrepancies in the affidavit
filed by the Noida chairman
before the court. Sagar, who also
served as the Principal Secretary
of Industry, issued three contra-
dictory orders in similar cases,
where in one instance he
approved a project, while in
another, he cancelled it.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath on Saturday

stated that Sanjay Gandhi
Postgraduate Institute of
Medical Sciences (SGPGI) is
setting high standards in
healthcare and medical educa-
tion, not just in Uttar Pradesh
but across North India.
Highlighting its quiet yet
impactful progress, he said the
institute is achieving excel-
lence and scaling new heights.
The CM was speaking at the
41st Foundation Day celebra-
tions of SGPGI in Lucknow.
Highlighting the institute’s
success, CM Yogi said, “SGPGI
is currently performing robot-
ic surgeries and is now advanc-
ing towards becoming a cen-
tre for utilising AI to enhance
patient care. This reflects the
institute’s remarkable
progress.”
He further mentioned that in
2024 alone, SGPGI registered
1,16,000 patients, treated
48,600 of them, and conduct-
ed over 14,000 surgeries. The
institute successfully complet-
ed 114 kidney transplants, 32
bone marrow transplants, one
liver transplant, 591 open-
heart surgeries, and 319 robot-
ic surgeries.
These achievements under-
score SGPGI’s excellence and
its growing contribution to
healthcare, he noted.
During the event, CM Yogi
released the institute’s coffee-
table book. He also honoured
faculty members and students
for their outstanding research
and exemplary performance.
The CM stated that SGPGI has
significantly increased its pace
over the past seven years, and
the next five years will be even
more crucial for the institute.
Departments that were once
unimaginable are now being
established, and the institute is
working in mission mode with
full  commitment, he
remarked.
Highlighting a unique achieve-
ment, the CM mentioned that
SGPGI is the first institution
in the country to receive Rs
500 crore through CSR funds.
“These funds are being used to

support initiatives like the
Saloni Heart Foundation,
which provides life-saving
heart surgeries for children.
Additionally, a shelter home
(Rain Basera) is being con-
structed with CSR support,” he
stated.
He added, “Every patient seeks
quality care, and to meet this
demand, doctors need to triple
their efforts. The government
will ensure all necessary
resources are provided.”
Reflecting on the challenges
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic, he noted that at that
time, 36 districts in Uttar
Pradesh lacked ICU beds. On
the director’s suggestion, the
Tele-ICU facility was intro-
duced, saving thousands of
lives. He added that six med-
ical colleges have already been

integrated into the Tele-ICU
system in the first phase, and
efforts are underway to con-
nect all medical colleges in the
state to this facility in the
future. The CM further point-
ed out that between 1947 and
2017, only 12 medical colleges
were established in the state.
However, in 2023 alone, 13
government medical colleges
became operational, admit-
ting students for the first time.
Additionally, three govern-
ment colleges under the PPP
model and two private medical
colleges were inaugurated,
making a total of 18 new
medical colleges this year.
“The government has now
opened medical colleges in 65
districts, ensuring that every
district has access to modern
healthcare. Free dialysis ser-

vices have been introduced in
all districts, along with the
establishment of blood separa-
tor units in blood banks. The
state also organises
‘Mukhyamantri Jan Arogya
Mela’ every Sunday to provide
free healthcare services,” the
CM stated.
Highlighting the impact of
Ayushman Bharat scheme,
CM Yogi said that over 9
crore people in Uttar Pradesh
are benefiting from Ayushman
cards, with over 5,25,000 gold-
en cards issued recently.
Senior citizens above 70 years
are also eligible for free health
insurance coverage of Rs 5
lakh per year under the
Ayushman Vayam Vandana
Yojana. The CM also men-
tioned that Rs 73 crore was
disbursed from the Chief

Minister’s Relief Fund in the
last year alone to the Homi
Bhabha Cancer Hospital for
the treatment of over 21,000
patients. He assured that no
poor patient would face hur-
dles in treatment due to lack
of funds, as the government is
fully committed to providing
financial assistance for health-
care.
On this occasion, Deputy CM
Brajesh Pathak, Minister of
State for Health
Mayankeshwar Sharan Singh,
Principal Secretary (Health
and Medical Education)
Partha Sarthi Sen Sharma,
SGPGI Director Dr RK
Dhiman, Vice-Chancellor of
Geetam Institute of Medical
Science and Research Prof
Geetanjali Batman Bane, etc
were present.
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As part of its continued
efforts to promote Shri

Anna (millets) cultivation and
support farmers, the Uttar
Pradesh government has pro-
cured 28,631 metric tonnes of
jowar, surpassing the target of
20,000 metric tonnes, in the
ongoing Kharif season, an offi-
cial statement said.
So far, the government has pur-
chased 73,246 metric tonnes of
millet from 13,617 farmers, and
29,773 metric tonnes of jowar
from 6,335 farmers.
Shree Anna procurement will
continue until December 31,
2024, ensuring farmers get fair
prices for their produce, the
statement added.
The government has also trans-
ferred Rs 200 crore to the reg-
istered millet growers’ accounts
through the transparent Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT) system.
The payments are being
processed within 48 hours of
procurement, ensuring quick
financial relief to farmers, the

statement said. The state gov-
ernment is prioritising Shri
Anna to enhance public health
and increase farmers’ income.
Under the leadership of Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, the
state is actively promoting the
cultivation of Shri Anna vari-
eties such as millet, jowar, and
maize, according to the state-
ment. It is worth mentioning
here that the government is
procuring coarse grains and
paddy at the minimum support
price (MSP). The MSP for mil-
let is Rs 2,625 per quintal, while
jowar (hybrid) and jowar (mal-
dandi) are priced at Rs 3,371
and Rs 3,421 per quintal, respec-
tively. Maize is being procured
at Rs 2,225 per quintal.
Meanwhile, the state has also
purchased over 23 lakh metric
tonnes of paddy from 3,27,915
farmers to date. The govern-
ment is ensuring fair prices for
farmers by purchasing paddy
and coarse grains at the pre-
scribed MSP for the Kharif
marketing year 2024-25.
To facilitate this, the state has

established 306 purchase centres
for millets and 79 centres for
jowar across identified districts,
making it easier for farmers to
sell their produce at guaranteed
rates. These centres are open
daily from 9 am to 5 pm.
Farmers visiting these centres
benefit from proper arrange-
ments, including seating, drink-
ing water, shade, and facilities
for drying crops, the statement
said. This initiative not only sup-
ports farmers financially but
also promotes the cultivation of
nutritious coarse grains like
millet and jowar, aligning with
the government’s focus on agri-
culture and public health, the
statement added.
The government has set ambi-
tious procurement targets of
220,000 tonnes of millet, 15,000
tonnes of maize, and 20,000
tonnes of jowar, with purchas-
es continuing until 31
December 2024. This initiative
ensures fair prices for farmers
while boosting the production
of nutrient-rich crops, accord-
ing to the statement.

�0	�� �
42+
�

The Sambhal administration
on Friday reopened a tem-

ple locked since 1978 following
communal riots in the town.
Officials said the temple, a
stone’s throw from the Shahi
Jama Masjid, was opened after
authorities “stumbled” on it
during an anti-encroachment
drive. The Bhasma Shankar
temple houses an idol of Lord
Hanuman and a Shivling.
The temple had remained
locked since 1978 after the
communal riots that led to the
displacement of the local
Hindu community, locals
claimed.
Sub-Divisional Magistrate
(SDM) Vandana Mishra, who
was leading a campaign against
electricity theft in the area, said,
“While inspecting the region,
we stumbled upon this temple.
Upon noticing it, I immediate-
ly informed the district 
authorities.
“We all came here together and
decided to reopen the temple,”
Mishra said, adding that the
temple had been closed for
decades and the local resi-
dents confirmed it had been
locked since 1978.
The temple also has a well near-
by which the authorities plan to
reopen.
Weeks after four people died in
a violence over a court-ordered
survey of the Shahi Jama
Masjid in this Uttar Pradesh
district, the administration has
launched a campaign to tack-
le encroachments and power
theft in areas around the
Mughal-era mosque.
Local residents shared their
memories of the temple, with
many highlighting its impor-
tance as a religious site for the
community.
The temple, located in Khaggu
Sarai is just over a kilometre
away from the Jama Masjid
which is situated in Kot Garvi
area.
Mukesh Rastogi, a resident of
Kot Garvi, said, “We had heard
a lot about this temple from our
ancestors. It is an ancient tem-
ple but it was closed long ago
because people only a particu-
lar community lived there.
“We have heard that this tem-

ple must be at least 500 years
old,” he said. Vishnu Shankar
Rastogi, 82-year-old patron of
the Nagar Hindu Mahasabha,
shared his personal connection
with the temple.
“I have lived in Khaggu Sarai
since my birth. After the 1978
riots, our community was
forced to migrate from the
area. This temple, dedicated to
our Kulguru, has been locked
since then,” Rastogi said.
“Around 25-30 Hindu families,
including ours, used to live in
the Khaggu Sarai area. After the
1978 riots, we sold our house
and left this place,” Rastogi said.
He said it is an ancient temple
and was known as Bhasma
Shankar temple. It was called
the temple of the Rastogi com-
munity, he added.
“Earlier, the people of our
community used to come here
for worship,” he said.
Sanjay Sankhydhar, a resident
of Sambhal, said he has heard

a lot about this temple.
“People’s sorrows were relieved
by visiting here. But it was
closed for a long time. Now the
people here will visit again
and earn the benefits of virtue,”
he said.
Violence had taken place in
Sambhal on November 24 over
surveying of the Mughal-era
Shahi Jama Masjid. Four peo-
ple were killed and several,
including police personnel,
were injured in the violence.
An imam of another mosque in
Sambhal was on Friday fined
Rs 2 lakh for allegedly using a
loudspeaker at high volume,
officials said.
The incident took place in the
Anar Wali Masjid in the Kot
Garvi area, according to
administration officials.
The imam was directed to
refrain from similar conduct
for the next six months, accord-
ing to an order passed by the
SDM.
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Weeks after four people
died in a violence over a

court-ordered survey of the
Shahi Jama Masjid in this Uttar
Pradesh district, the adminis-
tration has launched a cam-
paign to tackle encroachments
and power theft in areas around
the Mughal-era mosque.
The comprehensive drive aims
to revitalise the area and crack
down on illegal power connec-
tions, district officials said on
Saturday.
District Magistrate Rajender
Pensiya confirmed that the
administration was taking steps
to address encroachments
around the historical mosque. 
Violence erupted during the
November 24 survey as protest-
ers gathered near the mosque
and clashed with security per-
sonnel, leading to stone pelting
and arson. Four people died
and several others were injured
in the clashes. The police have
denied allegations that it fired
at the protesters.
“We are marking the area as it
is in the documents and ensur-
ing it is cleaned up. There is a

well nearby, which we are in the
process of reviving,” Pensiya
said. 
Encroachments along drains,
particularly in areas around
the mosque, have been an
ongoing concern. The district
administration launched a ded-
icated encroachment removal
campaign in the Chandausi
city on Friday and is expanding
it to other parts of Sambhal.
“The campaign will continue
for two to three months and all
encroachments will be cleared,”
Pensiya said. 
He clarified that a thorough
assessment of the situation
would be carried out after the
cleanup around the Shahi Jama
Masjid.
The senior official said the
authorities discovered wide-
spread electricity theft during a
surprise inspection at several
local mosques and residential
areas. 
“We conducted a check on
loudspeakers at religious sites
on Saturday and uncovered
illegal electricity connections in
around 250 to 300 houses,
mosques and madrasas,” he
told reporters.

The district authorities uncov-
ered a case in which 150 to 200
houses were drawing power
from a single distribution unit.
“An entire roof has been con-
verted into an illegal power dis-
tribution unit,” Pensiya said

and added that an FIR would be
filed against those responsible.
Superintendent of Police
Krishna Kumar Bishnoi said the
authorities were checking the
use of loudspeakers at temples,
mosques and other religious

sites. Saturday’s crackdown tar-
geted locations with suspected
illegal power connections with-
in the Nakhasa police station
jurisdiction.
“We have uncovered significant
power theft in these areas, with

electricity being supplied
through illegal connections to
entire neighbourhoods,”
Bishnoi said. “In some cases, the
electricity is being provided
from makeshift power con-
nections atop a mosque
minaret.”
The police are identifying all
those involved and profiting
from these illegal connections.
“Action will be taken under the
Uttar Pradesh Gangsters and
Anti-Social Activities
(Prevention) Act if any mater-
ial benefits are being collected
using unlawful means,” Bishnoi
said. With cases already being
registered with the electricity
department, the drive is expect-
ed to continue for several days,
sources said. District officials
also announced plans to make
Sambhal “100 per cent electric-
ity theft-free”. 
The goal is part of the district
administration’s broader com-
mitment to improving infra-
structure and cracking down on
illegal activities. As part of the
drive, a mosque imam was
fined Rs 2 lakh for allegedly
using a loudspeaker at high vol-
ume on Friday.
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Acriminal wanted in con-
nection with several cases

in Uttar Pradesh and Delhi was
killed in an encounter with
police in Uttar Pradesh’s
Meerut district during the early
hours of Saturday, officials
said.
Anil alias Sonu Matka (39) —
a known associate of the
Hashim Baba gang in Delhi —
had been wanted in multiple
cases, including the killings of
a man and his nephew in the
national capital’s Farsh 
Bazar area on Diwali (October
31).
“The encounter took place in
the jurisdiction of TP Nagar
police station. The joint oper-
ation was conducted by the
Special Task Force (STF) of the
Uttar Pradesh Police and the
Delhi Police’s Special Cell,”
said Additional Director
General of Police (STF)
Amitabh Yash.
The officer added that the
Baghpat native was a known
associate of the Hashim Baba
gang and had a bounty of Rs
50,000 on his head. He was
involved in numerous robbery
and murder cases in Uttar
Pradesh and Delhi.
“During the encounter, Matka

suffered critical injuries and
subsequently succumbed to
them while undergoing treat-
ment,” Yash said.
The police are investigating the
matter. According to Delhi
Police officers, two sophisticat-
ed pistols and 10 live rounds
were seized from Matka.
One officer said, “Matka was
travelling on a motorcycle.
When he was signalled to stop,
he opened fire at the police
party. He suffered gunshot
wounds in the retaliatory 
firing.”
Matka was identified as the
shooter in the October 31
killings of Akash Sharma and
his nephew Rishabh in Delhi.
The two were bursting fire-
crackers in front of their home
in Farsh Bazar when they were
shot dead by two assailants.
One of the assailants was
arrested and he revealed that
Matka was the shooter.
Matka had been absconding
since then, the officer said.
He was also wanted in a rob-
bery case in Delhi’s Lahori
Gate and the Delhi Police had
declared a reward of Rs 50,000
for information on his arrest.
Another officer said Matka
was involved in a robbery of Rs
1.5 crore at an office in Karol
Bagh on October 7.
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Jhansi  (PTI): A jailor of the
district jail here was injured in
an attack by unidentified
assailants on Saturday, with the
police suspecting that a prison
guard’s sons were involved in
the incident.
The incident took place in
Navabad area around 12.30
pm when Kasturi Lal Gupta
(50) was pulled out of his car
and thrashed with sticks and
rods, Station House Officer
(SHO) Dipendra Kumar
Singh.

The injured is undergoing
treatment at the district hos-
pital, he said.
Preliminary investigations
suggest that the attack may be
linked to the recent transfer of
a prison guard, Kamlesh
Yadav, to Hamirpur jail, the
officer said.
It is suspected that Yadav’s
sons were angered by the
transfer and targeted the jailor,
Singh added. Further investi-
gation in the matter is under-
way, he said.
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Lucknow (PTI): An eight-
year-old boy was killed after
suffering bullet injuries during
celebratory firing at a wedding
function in Deoria district,
police said on Saturday.
The incident occurred in
Garouna village on December
9, when Abhinandan (8) alias
Kanha went to watch fireworks
along with his friends, Bhola
and Abhishek, they said.
Abhinandan was hit when
some people opened celebrato-
ry firing during the wedding
function, the police said.
The boy was taken to a med-
ical college for treatment where
he died during treatment, they
added. Following his crema-
tion, an FIR was registered on
Friday evening based on the
complaint lodged by his moth-
er, Maya Devi, a police officer
said.
He said that Abhinandan’s
father, Niranjan Vishwakarma,

confirmed the events and said
that his son was  at his mater-
nal uncle’s house when the
incident occurred. SP Sankalp
Sharma said, “A case has been
registered in the matter and
efforts are underway to identi-
fy those who were responsible
for the celebratory firing.”
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Meanwhile, a 16-year-old girl
was stabbed to death by a
man from her village in
Balrampur district on Saturday,
police said. The incident took
place when the girl from
Samda village, who is in class
eight, was riding her bicycle,
they said.
They said that she was taken to
the hospital where doctors
declared her brought dead.
According to police, the
accused, Dharampal Chauhan
(19) has been been arrested,

Additional Superintendent of
Police Namrata Srivastava said. 
A case has been registered
based on the complaint of the
girl’s brother.
Meanwhile, a woman alleged-
ly hanged herself to death in
Eldeco Udyan-2 on Friday
night. Her body was found
hanging from the iron mesh in
the courtyard.
The deceased, identified as
Aarti (35), lived with her hus-
band Dilip Kumar and sons
Veer and Ved in Ashraya
Colony, Eldeco Udyan-2. The
family originally hails from
Mahura Kala village in
Gosaiganj. According to Dilip
Kumar, everyone had dinner
together on Friday before
going to sleep. When he got up
at 3 am on Saturday, he discov-
ered her hanging with a dupat-
ta tied around her neck. Dilip
is an e-rickshaw driver and the
couple had married in 2015.
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The Energy Conservation
Week concluded success-

fully at Banaras Locomotive
Works (BLW) here on Saturday.
Various awareness pro-
grammes were organised
throughout the week with the
aim of making the people
aware of the importance of
energy conservation to
Programmes like awareness
rally, essay writing, quiz, draw-
ing competition and street play
organised during the week
raised awareness towards ener-
gy conservation. During the
closing ceremony of the pro-
gramme, the chief guest and
General Manager (GM) Naresh
Pal Singh in his address high-
lighted the importance of ener-
gy conservation and said sav-
ing energy is a national respon-
sibility. He said by using ener-

gy judiciously, we can not only
save resources but can also face
global challenges like climate
change. He also highlighted
various projects going on in
BLW towards energy conserva-
tion and added that the BLW
family successfully celebrated
Energy Conservation Week
from December 7-14 as per the
instructions of the Railway
Board. 
The GM said awareness and
participation are important in
achieving the target of Net
Zero Carbon Emission of the
Government of India by the
year 2070 and the 2030 target
for railways. “More than 60 per
cent of the energy is consumed
in the BLW Colony area and
this energy consumption can
be reduced by using solar ener-
gy, energy efficient appliances
and green building concepts.
Let us contribute together
towards energy conservation
and make this campaign a suc-
cess”, Singh said. 
Principal Chief Electrical
Engineer (PCEE) Sushil Kumar
Srivastava said the limited
energy resources are coming to
an end. “We all should min-
imise the use of electricity in
our daily lives. When traveling
alone, instead of using big
vehicles, bicycles or motorcy-
cles can be used, which can
save a lot of energy”, he said. 

Chief Electrical Service
Engineer (CESE) Bhardwaj
Chaudhary gave detailed infor-
mation about the week-long
programmes organised dur-
ing Energy Conservation Week
ithrough a power point presen-
tation. 
During the week, energy con-
servation awareness rally was
organised on December 7, quiz
competition on December 9,
essay competition on
December 10, painting compe-
tition on December 11, street
play on December 12, aware-
ness among employees on
December 13 and the closing
ceremony on December 14. On
the occasion of the closing
ceremony, the students and
BLW employees who per-
formed excellently during the
week were awarded and hon-
oured by the GM. 
The programme was also
attended by Principal Chief
Materials Manager (PCCM)
Rajneesh Gupta, Principal
Chief Mechanical Engineer
(PCME) Subroto Nath,
Principal Chief Medical Officer
(PCMO) Dr Devesh Kumar,
Principal Chief Personnel
Officer (PCPO) Janardan
Singh, Chief Design Engineer,
Electrical MK Gupta, Chief
Mechanical Engineer
(CME/Production) Sunil
Kumar, Chief Design Engineer

(Mechanical) Praveen Kumar,
Chief Electrical Engineer
(Loco) MK Singh, Chief Safety
Officer (CSO) SB Patel, Chief
Quality Assurance Manager Ram
Janm Choubey, Principal of
Technical Training Centre (TTC)
Jitendra Agarwal, Deputy Chief
Vigilance Officer Dharmendra
Kumar, Deputy General Manager

Anuj Katiyar, Assistant Electrical
Engineer Ghulam Sarwar and
Public Relations Officer (PRO)
Rajesh Kumar along with other
department heads and a large
number of officers and employ-
ees. In the end, Deputy Chief
Electrical Engineer
(Maintenance) Neeraj Singh pro-
posed the vote of thanks.
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“Don’t chase money, chase
making a difference. A

sense of accomplishment is
what drives human beings”,
were the golden words shared
by Zscaler CEO, Chairman
and Founder, Jay Chaudhry
with the graduating students as
he delivered the 104th convo-
cation address at Swatantrata
Bhawan in Banaras Hindu
University (BHU) here on
Saturday. The illustrious alum-
nus exhorted students to strive
with a positive attitude towards
life and look for their area of
passion and fall in love with
learning.
Chaudhry advised the students
to embrace resilience and con-
tinuous learning as they step
into their future. Emphasising
that success comes from dedi-
cation, adaptability and taking
risks, he urged them to be bold
and not fear challenges but
view them as opportunities to
grow. “Your future is in your
hands,” he said, reminding the
students that life is full of ups
and downs and figuring out the
areas of weakness and improv-
ing on them is very, very
important. Sharing his per-
sonal journey from a humble
background to becoming a
global tech icon, Chaudhry
underscored the importance of
finding opportunities out of
adversities. He recalled how his
parents, from a small-scale
farming family, struggled to
make sure that their children
got a good education.
“Adversity is a wonderful thing.
Adversity makes you figure
things out, what to do and how
to do?”, said Chaudhry while
mentioning how adversities in
his childhood helped him
develop the work ethic. “We
always come across opportuni-
ties. If you work hard, you do
good things, good things hap-
pen to you. They may not
happen every time, but nine

out of 10 times, people who
work hard and go the extra
mile, good things happen to
them,” he added. Reflecting on
his own experiences at BHU,
Jay Chaudhry spoke about his
fond memories on the campus,
walks across Ganga ghats, and
strolls in the Lanka area.
Crediting BHU for the success
he got in his life, the 1980
Bachelor of Technology in
Electronics Engineering pass-
out inspired students to work
hard, be diligent, honest and
strive with a positive outlook in
life in order to achieve excel-
lence. The chief guest said the
day of graduation marks a
new beginning for students
and it is up to them to choose
the direction they wish to
head, while having an adapting
nature as life demands them to
be.
In his address, Vice-Chancellor
(V-C) Prof Sudhir Kumar Jain
shared the significant progress
made by the university for its
growth by hiring and nurtur-
ing talent, deployment of
resources and building culture
and governance. He listed the
university’s initiatives for holis-
tic development of students,
empowering faculty members,

infrastructure development
and promoting excellence in
education and research. The V-
C mentioned the progress
made by the university in
strengthening its alumni
engagement and informed that
it now has a database of near-
ly 62,000 alumni records.
Prof Jain said the university
community is exuberant in
celebrating the academic suc-
cess, personal growth and start
of a new journey of graduating
students. “The world you are
stepping into is one of
immense opportunity but also
unprecedented complexity.
The challenges ahead require
not only technical expertise but
also a commitment to ethics,
collaboration and lifelong
learning”, he said, reminding
students to be mindful of two
fundamental traits throughout
their lives: values and gratitude.
“Always remember that values
and ethics will be your great-
est partners in your personal
and professional growth and
never forget to express your
gratitude – to not just to your
teachers and families but also
to the society. Let this gratitude
motivate you to give back to
the society”, Prof Jain told stu-

dents. A total of 34 medals
were conferred on 30 students
from the dais during the con-
vocation ceremony at
Swatantrata Bhawan. These
included Chancellor’s Medals,
Maharaja Vibhuti Narayan
Singh Gold Medals, and BHU
medals. As part of the 104th
convocation, 14,072 degrees
are being presented to students
across institutes and faculties.
These comprise 867 PhD, 21
MPhil, 5,074 postgraduate and
8,110 undergraduate degrees.
Besides, 544 medals are being
conferred upon students at
various degree distribution
programmes. Institutes and
faculties are holding their
degree distribution pro-
grammes at different venues
across BHU campus.
Registrar Prof Arun Kumar

Singh announced the names of
the students who were present-
ed the medals. Rector Prof
Sanjay Kumar welcomed the
guests and the gathering. The
ceremony concluded with a
vote of thanks by the Registrar.
Prof Padmini Ravindranath
conducted the programme while
Prof Patanjali Mishra recited the
mangalacharan at the beginning
of the programme.
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In a huge ‘Bijli Panchayat’ held
at Hanumanji Temple locat-

ed in Bhikaripur here on
Saturday, a proposal to with-
draw the decision of privatisa-
tion of Purvanchal Vidyut
Vitran Nigam Limited
(PuVVNL) was passed and
sent to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath.
Hundreds of electricity work-
ers and general consumers par-
ticipated in it. The Vidyut
Karamchari Joint Sangharsh
Samiti, UP announced that on
the December 17  a similar Bijli
Panchayat of employees, farm-
ers and domestic consumers
will be organised in Agra. The
office-bearers of the Vidyut
Karamchari Sanjukt Sangharsh
Samiti UP led by its state con-
venor Shailendra Dubey said
even four years ago in 2020, a
decision was taken to privatise
PuVVNL. After talks with the
joint action committee (JAC),
in the written agreement made
on October 6, 2020 with the
Finance Minister of UP Suresh
Khanna and the then Energy
Minister Shrikant Sharma, it is

clearly stated that the decision
to privatise PuVVNL is with-
drawn. It is also written in the
agreement that no privatisation
of any kind will be done any-
where in the energy corpora-
tions of UP without taking the
employees into confidence.
The JAC said now this unilat-
eral decision of privatisation is
a blatant violation of the writ-
ten agreement made on such a
large scale, which is extremely
unfortunate. “The privatisa-
tion is a big conspiracy. This
conspiracy will be exposed as
soon as the request for propos-
al (RFP) document is issued.
Everyone understands in
whose interest it is to hand over
the land of the entire 21 dis-
tricts to private houses for just
one rupee”,said state convenor
Shailendra Dubey, questioning
that what is the meaning of pri-
vatising the assets of PuVVNL
worth billions of rupees on the
basis of a reserve price of only
� 1,500 crore without getting it
audited by the CAG? 
The JAC leaders alleged that
the assets of PuVVNL and
Dakshinchal Vidyut Vitran
Nigam worth billions of rupees
are being sold to private com-

panies for a pittance, which nei-
ther the employees nor the
common consumers will
accept. They said the biggest
blow from privatisation will be
on the consumers. Tata Power
and Adani Power operate in
Mumbai. The electricity rates
for domestic consumers in
Mumbai are �17-18 per unit.
The maximum electricity rate
for domestic consumers in UP
is �6.50 per unit. “It is clear that
as soon as privatisation hap-
pens, the electricity rate for
farmers and domestic con-
sumers in UP will immediate-
ly increase to �10 per unit or
more”, they added. 
The Bijli Panchayat of Varanasi
unanimously rejected the pri-
vatisation of PuVVNL and
demanded from the govern-
ment that the proposal of pri-
vatisation should be withdrawn
immediately in the interest of
consumers and employees so
that there is no unnecessary
industrial unrest in the energy
corporations. After the ‘Bijli
Panchayat’, consumers and
employees peacefully marched
on foot to the headquarters of
Purvanchal Vidyut Vitran
Nigam. No management offi-

cial was available at the head-
quarters to take the memoran-
dum. Therefore, on the instruc-
tions of the JAC, everyone
went back peacefully.
Earlier, the election of office-
bearers of JAC of Purvanchal
has been held. In the presence
of Shailendra Dubey, Avinash
Kumar was elected unopposed
as the convenor of Purvanchal,
while Narendra Verma and
Ramkumar Jha as co-con-
venors and Ankur Pandey as
media secretary in charge. On
the call of JAC, the power
employees and engineers of all
the energy corporations includ-
ing the districts, observed ‘Anti-
Privatisation Day’ through a
huge gathering at Hanuman
Temple (Bhikharipur). While
addressing the gathering, the
speakers informed that a
nationwide ‘Anti-Privatisation
Day’ was observed in protest
against the privatisation of
electricity in UP and
Chandigarh and protest meet-
ings were held in all the dis-
tricts and projects across the
country.  The meeting was
addressed by Shailendra Dubey,
Avinash Kumar, Ashish Kumar
Mayashankar Tiwari and others.
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The IFFCO’s Phulpur Unit-
I has received the first posi-

tion in the Uttar Pradesh State
Energy Conservation Award
(UPSECA)-2024.  while
Phulpur Unit-II was awarded a
certificate of appreciation
under it. This honour was
given in a ceremony organised
under the aegis of Uttar
Pradesh New and Renewable
Energy Development Agency
(UPNEDA). This prestigious
award was given on Saturday by
the Secretary of Uttar Pradesh
New and Renewable Energy
Development Agency during a
programme organised in
Lucknow, which was received
by Nishit Narayan, Chief
Manager (Process), present as
a representative of IFFCO
Phulpur unit.
This achievement of IFFCO
Phulpur units reflects their
commitment towards energy
conservation and sustainable
development. These awards
are a testament to the excellent
efforts made by both the units

in the field of energy efficien-
cy and judicious use of
resources.
Senior Executive Director (Unit
Head) of IFFCO Phulpur Unit,
Sanjay Kudesia, said the IFFCO
family is feeling proud to
receive this honour and it
inspires to continue working in
the interest of farmers and the
environment. All employees
along with IFFCO Officers’
Association president Anurag
Tiwari and general secretary
Swayam Prakash, IFFCO
Employees’ Union president
Pankaj Pandey and general
secretary Vijay Kumar Yadav
expressed joy and happiness.

�
'����
������
�������
�	���������������	������1
-
(
�,

The Banaras Locomotive
Works (BLW) has

achieved a remarkable accom-
plishment in the field of ener-
gy conservation and has
secured first place in the
Energy Conservation Award
2024 in the Railway Workshop
Sector by Uttar Pradesh New
and Renewable Energy
Development Agency (UPNE-
DA). 
Giving this information at
closing function of Energy
Conservation Week here on
Saturday, GM Naresh Pal
Singh said that this honour is
the result of BLW’s continuous
commitment towards energy
conservation and use of new
technologies. “Various innova-
tions have been adopted to

reduce energy consumption
along with the use of solar
energy, energy efficient equip-
ment and green energy. This
honour from BLW will pro-
mote awareness towards ener-
gy conservation not only in
railways but in the entire
region”, he said, adding that
the BLW family feels proud of
this achievement and will
continue to work towards the
goals of energy conservation
in future as well.
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The peshwai i.e. royal procession of
Sripanchdashnam Juna Akhara

and the Devtva Yatra of Kinnar Akhara
were taken out on Saturday. Maha
Kumbh is starting from January 13 and
sadhus and saints from all over the
country have started arriving here a
month before this event.
The procession of Juna Akhara, the
largest Akhara was taken out in a royal
style and entered the Mela area. More
than 10,000 Naga Sadhus from the
country and the world participated in
it. On Saturday the saints of Juna
Akhara rode on chariots. More than
65 Mahamandaleshwars, including
Acharya Mahamandaleshwar Swami
Avdheshanand, participated in this
peshwai. 
A huge convoy of Juna Akhara left for
entry at 12:30 pm from Maujgiri
Ashram situated on the banks of
Yamuna. Naga sadhus were moving
ahead. Guru Dattatreya’s Charan
Paduka was also mounted on a char-
iot. Juna Akhara spokesperson
Srimahant Narayan Giri said the pesh-
wai was taken out with full pomp and
show. More than 10,000 Naga sadhus
participated in it. More than 65

Mahamandaleshwars rode on differ-
ent chariots. Juna A large number of
kinnar saints were also present in it.
Acharya Mahamandaleshwar,
Mahamandaleshwar, Jagadguru,
Peethadheeshwar, Mahant and other
office-bearers took part in the pesh-
wai. Jagadguru Swami Narendranand
Saraswati, President of Juna Akhara
Mahant Premgiri, Gargacharya
Muchkund Peethadheeshwar Swami
Mahendranand Giri, Jagadguru
Swami Bhuvaneshwari Giri were also
present during the procession.
On the other hand, two drones fly-
ing without permission were caught
in the Mahakumbh Mela area on

Saturday. Both were put in deactivat-
ed mode. The police have issued a
notice to the people who were flying
them.  Senior Superintendent of
Police of Mahakumbh Nagar, Rajesh
Dwivedi said the anti-drone system
has been activated in the
Mahakumbh area. He said drones
cannot be f lown in the
Mahakumbhnagar Mela area without
permission at any cost. For this, per-
mission will have to be taken from
the police in advance. Strict action will
be taken against those who operate
drones without permission. He said
that for this experienced experts have
been called here. 
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Varanasi (PNS): The
International Rice Research
Institute (IRRI) South Asia
Regional Centre (ISARC) wel-
comed the Swiss Ambassador
Maya Tissafi as well as the
Head of International
Cooperation, Swiss Agency for
Development and Cooperation
(SDC) India Office Philippe Sas
and the Head of Culture and
Legal Affairs, Embassy of
Switzerland Simone Schaefer
here on Saturday. The visit
was aimed at strengthening
partnerships and exploring
new ideas for sustainable agri-
culture and climate-resilient
rice systems. The ambassador
and the accompanying delega-

tion were welcomed by
Director of ISARC Dr
Sudhanshu Singh.  He intro-
duced the guests to ISARC’s
state-of-the-art facilities, such
as the Speed Breed Lab and
experimental farm. The delega-
tion visited various research
and innovation centres of
ISARC, including GHG Plot
and Regenerative Agriculture
(sustainable farming experi-

ments), Mechanization Centre
and Speed Breed Facility
(demonstration of new farming
techniques and faster methods
of crop development),  state-of-
the-art laboratories (such as
GIS, Plant and Soil Lab and
Computational Biology Lab)
and Ed-Tech Studio (for
knowledge sharing and capac-
ity building). 
During the presentation and
discussion, Dr Singh high-
lighted the pioneering work of
ISARC. He explained how
ISARC is playing a vital role in
promoting low emission and
sustainable rice production
technologies. Senior Scientist,
ISARC, Dr Prakashan, spoke

on low emission rice tech-
nologies and their dissemina-
tion under the project support-
ed by SDC. Other senior scien-
tists discussed developing sus-
tainable solutions to combat
climate change through nation-
al and international collabora-
tion.
At the end there was a discus-
sion between the ISARC team
and the delegation on future
collaboration opportunities.
Praising ISARC’s achievements,
Tissafi said, “IRRI is a symbol
of excellence in rice research
and sustainability. I am inspired
by the commitment and inno-
vation here to solve agricultur-
al challenges.”
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Postmaster General (PMG) of Varanasi
Region Colonel Vinod Kumar said chess

develops decision-making ability and this brain
game has a great role in infusing enthusiasm
and energy in the monotonous and boring
environment of the office. He was inaugurat-
ing the workshop organised for Varanasi
region workers here on Saturday. 
“Regular practice of chess can also prevent
Alzheimer’s disease, which often occurs in old
age, because in the game of chess, the player
has to keep an eye on his moves as well as
opponent’s every move, due to which the devel-
opment of every cell of the body, especially the
brain cells, takes place through the flow of
energy”, Col Kumar said. 
A chess workshop was organised in the audi-
torium of the Regional Office, Varanasi. The
workshop was started by Assistant
Superintendent Pallavi Mishra by welcoming
the PMG Col Vinod Kumar, General Secretary
of Varanasi District Chess Organisation Vijay
Kumar and international standard chess play-
er and chess referee in Senior National Arbiter
Tushar Saraswat.
During the workshop, the postal employees of
Regional Office, Varanasi were taught the
importance of chess and the moves of chess
pieces like king, queen, camel, horse, elephant
and pawn. The postal employees learnt with

great interest about the special move of the
king in which the king exchanges places with
the elephant that is castling. The moves of
pawns in the game of chess were also discussed
and it was explained how a pawn can be pro-
moted with its full move and become queen,
camel, horse, elephant. 
Inspector Aniket Ranjan, out of curiosity, asked
questions on other moves of chess. After
understanding all the aspects of chess in detail,
a practice match was also organised among the
postal employees in which all participated
enthusiastically.
Tushar, who was conducting the workshop,
appreciated the interest of the postal employ-
ees towards chess and assured that certainly
one of them will reach a high level in this game.
Accountant Plaban Naskar expressed his
gratitude to the PMG, workshop trainers and
postal workers of the regional office in
Varanasi for the successful conduct of this
workshop. At the conclusion of the workshop,
postal workers Shambhu Prasad Gupta,
Saurabh Kumar, Naushad, Anand Pradhan,
Manish Mishra and all others expressed their
gratitude to the PMG for conducting this excel-
lent workshop. 
Vicky Kumar said earlier he was only inter-
ested in cricket, but after this workshop his
interest in chess has increased and now he will
always play this game. Pankaj Kumar now con-
siders chess as a hobby.
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Varanasi (PNS): The Russian
Society of Urology (RSU) and
the Arab Association of
Urology (AAU) recently invit-
ed Dr Yashasvi Singh, a
renowned urologist from the
Institute of Medical Sciences,
Banaras Hindu University
(IMS-BHU), as a distinguished
speaker at the 21st Annual
Arab Association of Urology
(AAAU) Congress. The event,
held in Qatar recently, brought
together leading international
experts in the field of urology.  
Dr Yashasvi Singh, an associate
professor of Urology specialis-
ing in uro-oncology and neuro-
urology, delivered ground-
breaking presentations that
highlighted his cutting-edge
research and clinical innova-
tions. One of his key contribu-
tions was on the ‘miRNA cor-
relation with prostate biopsy’, a
revolutionary technique poised
to redefine the diagnostic and
therapeutic approaches to
prostate cancer. This research
promises to significantly
improve patient outcomes,
marking a paradigm shift in the
early detection and manage-
ment of prostate cancer.  Dr
Singh also shared his insights
on the ‘role of thoracic CT
scans in renal cancer patients’.
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The Department of Applied Sciences, IIIT-
Allahabad organised a one-day symposium

on Emerging Trends in Quantum Science and
Technology on Saturday. The symposium was
followed by a meeting where experts from
national institutes and faculty members of IIIT-
A joined in a discussion on starting a MTech
programme in Quantum Information and
Technology. The programme is expected to
start in the academic session starting from July
2025. 
Eminent scientist and Shanti Swaroop
Bhatnagar  Award winner  Professor Aditi Sen
De  of Harishchandra Research Institute and
senior faculty of IIT Madras,  Professor  Ranjit
Kumar Nanda delivered  lectures outlining dif-
ferent aspects of quantum technologies. Experts
from C-DAC Pune also joined the meeting. 
Director in charge Prof OP Vyas and Dean
Academic & Research (in charge) Prof Pavan
Chakraborty applauded the initiative taken by the
faculty members of IIIT-A to open such a unique
programme at IIIT-A. Dr Srijit Bhattacharjee and
Dr Akhilesh Tiwari of Department of Applied
Sciences coordinated the meeting and the sym-
posium. Dr Pramod Kumar, head, Department of
Applied Sciences, provided valuable input during
the meeting. The HoD, Department of IT, Dr K
P Singh and HoD, Department  of ECE, Dr Sanjai
Singh and incharge (Academic and Research) Prof
Pavan Chakraborty also joined the meeting.
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BJP leaders on Saturday
claimed that a demolition

notice issued by the Railways
to a temple outside Mumbai's
Dadar station has been
stayed, with Maharashtra
Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis saying it would be
regularised as per rules.
The assertions by the ruling
party leaders came a day after
Shiv Sena (UBT) chief
Uddhav Thackeray slammed
the BJP over the notice.
BJP legislator Mangal Prabhat
Lodha said the Dadar
Hanuman temple will be
protected.
Lodha visited the shrine near
Platform No. 12 at Dadar
East, adjacent to the Central
Railway station. He interacted
with the temple trustees and

joined the ‘aarti'.
MLA Kalidas Kolambkar and
members of Bajrang Dal and
Vishwa Hindu Parishad were
also present at the temple.
Lodha said he had spoken
with Union Railway Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw and an
order has been issued to halt
the demolition.
Shiv Sena (UBT) chief
Thackeray on Friday claimed
that Railways had issued a
‘fatwa' (edict) to bring down
the 80-year-old Hanuman
temple built by porters.
Taking a dig at the BJP's “ek
hai to safe hai” slogan, he said
even temples are not safe in
the saffron party's regime.
After his temple visit, Lodha,
who represents the Malabar
Hill assembly constituency in
the city, told reporters that the
BJP-led governments at the

Centre and Maharashtra
listen to the concerns over
Hindutva and that of the
people.
“We understand the
sentiments of the Hindu
community regarding this

temple, and I assure you that
no harm will come to this
sacred place. Since we learnt
about the situation, BJP
leaders, and Bajrang Dal and
Vishwa Hindu Parishad
workers have all been in

contact with railway minister
Vaishnaw,” he said.
The BJP leader said they have
made every effort to protect
the temple and would
continue to do so.
“Any attempt to politicise
religious sentiments has been
thwarted before it could
succeed, and we have
successfully saved the temple,”
he asserted.
In a notice dated December 4
to the trustee/pujari of the
temple, the Railways said the
structure was an
encroachment and
constructed without
authorisation on land owned
by it.
These structures are affecting
the movement of commuters
and vehicular traffic. It is also
obstructing the construction
of infrastructure works at

Dadar station, it said. The
Railways had given a seven-
day notice for the removal of
the structure. Lodha said the
notice has been stayed.
Responding to a question
about the temple, Fadnavis,
who was at the ‘Pune Book
Festival 2024', said, “The
process of classification of
temples is underway. Ancient
temples are preserved. The
issue of Dadar Hanuman
temple will be discussed with
the railway administration
and a solution will be found.
We will regularise it as per the
rules.”
His party colleague and
former MP Kirit Somaiya also
visited the temple on
Saturday. He told the trustees
that the railway officials had
assured him the temple
wouldn't be demolished.
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Thousands of passengers
continue to be impacted

by technical issues faced by
IndiGo flights on the
Istanbul-India sector after
their flight to Delhi and
Mumbai was cancelled on
Friday due to a technical
issue, the Consulate General
of India, Istanbul, has
stepped in to aid passengers.
As hundreds of passengers
scheduled to fly to India
remain stranded, IndiGo
despatches two Airbus A321
planes to Istanbul which will
likely bring the fliers back in
around 20 hours.
The airline’s flights on
December 11 to both Delhi
and Mumbai were delayed
by almost two days. Then
Istanbul-Delhi of December
13 was also delayed, adding
to the number of flyers
stranded there. IndiGo has
been asked to take care of
passengers. Other steps by
the government will be

considered after the report
of IndiGo is received," a civil
aviation ministry official
said. The Consulate was in
touch with the airlines
regularly and responding to
all calls from passengers.
The passengers were
provided lounge, stay, and
food.  Turkey had abolished
visa on arrival for eligible
Indian travellers in April
2014. All Indian passport
holders need to have an

electronic visa (e-visa) or a
sticker visa  issued by a
Turkish diplomatic or
consular mission abroad in
order to be able to enter into
Turkey. Which means that a
significant number of
IndiGo passengers stuck at
Istanbul airport were not
able to leave the airport.
Passengers took to social
media to express their
frustration about the long
wait and lack of adequate

facilities at the airport.
Meanwhile, another IndiGo
flight to Jeddah, Saudi
Arabia, was on Saturday
forced to make an
emergency landing at the
Jinnah International Airport
in Pakistan's Karachi city
following a medical
emergency onboard. The
aircraft, which departed
from New Delhi, was in
Pakistani airspace when a
male passenger fell seriously
ill, according to sources
from the Civil Aviation
Authority (CAA).
On Thursday, hundreds of
IndiGo passengers were
stuck at Istanbul airport
after their flights to Delhi
and Mumbai were delayed.
They were stranded for over
24 hours, and many took to
social media to complain
about the delays and lack of
facilities. There was a
cascading effect on the
airline's scheduled flights on
the two routes.
IndiGo, on Friday evening,

said all necessary steps were
taken to ensure customers
were apprised and provided
with refreshments and
accommodation, where
possible.
On Saturday, IndiGo said its
flight 6E 12, operating from
Istanbul to Delhi, was
cancelled due to a technical
issue. The cancellation
happened on Friday.
The airline operates two
daily flights to Istanbul with
leased Boeing 777 aircraft --
one from Delhi and another
from Mumbai.
"Alternative aircraft have
been arranged to transport
passengers to their
destination. We sincerely
regret the inconvenience
caused and appreciate their
understanding in this
matter," the airline said in a
statement on Saturday.
Details about the number of

passengers who were booked
on the cancelled flight on
Friday could not be
immediately ascertained.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on

Saturday charge-sheeted
Hakam Khan alias Hakim
Din, accused in the case
relating to the terrorist attack
on a bus carrying pilgrims
from Shiv Khori, Ransoo to
Katra.  Hakim Din, a resident
of the Bandrahi area of the
Rajouri district, was arrested
almost six months ago by the
Jammu and Kashmir police
for sheltering and providing
logistics support to foreign
terrorists behind the
gruesome attack on a pilgrim
bus on June 9, 2024. The
foreign terrorists had paid a
paltry sum of Rs 6000 to
Hakim Din for acting as their
guide and extending other
logistic support.  A total of
nine pilgrims were killed and
41 others were injured in the

terror attack which coincided
with the swearing-in
ceremony of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for a third
term in succession.
According to a spokesman of
the National Investigation
Agency (NIA), the agency has
arrested accused Hakam
Khan @ Hakim Din under
various IPC and UA(P) Act
sections.
The Ministry of Home Affairs
had handed over the probe in
the case to the NIA.

NIA investigations revealed,
"Hakim Din had confessed to
being part of the conspiracy
behind the attack, which was
executed by three terrorists
with his active logistic
support. Besides providing
them with food and stay
arrangements, he had helped
the terrorists in identifying
the attack spot, an NIA
spokesman said.
Further investigations in the

case RC-02/2024/NIA/JMU
are continuing.
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Aphysically challenged
woman was burnt to

death during a violent clash
between two groups in
Laharwadi village of
Haryana's Nuh district over
the arrest of the accused in an
eight-month-old murder
case, police said on Saturday.

The family of the woman,
identified as Shehnaz, alleged
that she was set afire by the
rival group. The 24-year-old
woman suffered from a
walking disability and died on
the spot.
"The death of the woman in

clash between two groups is a
matter of investigation. We

are investigating to find out
the truth in the matter," said
Pradeep Kumar, Deputy
Superintendent of Police,
Punhana.

Tension prevailed in the
village after the incident on
Friday and a large contingent
of police personnel have been
deployed to maintain peace,
the police said. According to
the police, a youth named
Rizwan was murdered in
Laharwadi village eight
months ago over a dispute
over dumping soil in a field.
The clash on Friday occurred

between groups supporting
the victim and accused, and
the woman Shehnaz belonged
to the family of the accused.
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From page 1

The House witnessed
tumultuous scenes when
Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi sought to respond to
Shinde’s remarks, but was
disallowed by the Chair.
“I had asked this question to
Indira Gandhi when I was
younger. Indira Gandhi said
Savarkarji compromised with
the British, wrote a letter to
the British and asked for
forgiveness from the British,”
he said. “Indira Gandhi said
(Mahatma) Gandhiji went to
jail, (Jawaharlal) Nehruji went
to jail and Savarkarji sought
forgiveness. This was the
position of Indira Gandhi,” he
said. 
He narrated the story of
Eklavya from the epic
Mahabharta and said that just
like Dronacharya got Eklavya’s
thumb cut, this government is
chopping off the thumb of the

country.  When this
Government hands over the
country’s assets to Adani, then
the thumbs of small and big
industries and businessmen of
this country are cut, he 
said. 
Referring to his visit to Uttar
Pradesh’s Hathras, Gandhi
said he met the family of the
woman who was allegedly
gangraped and killed. He said
the victim’s family is locked in
the house, while the accused
roam free. “Where is this
written in the Constitution
that the family of the person
raped be confined to a house.
This would be written in your
(BJP) book not in the
Constitution,” he said. The
INDIA Bloc will facilitate the
relocation of the family if the
government does not do it, he
added. 
Gandhi also referred to the
Sambhal violence, saying five
innocent people lost their

lives. He accused the BJP of
spreading division in the
society. The ideology of the
INDIA bloc has brought the
Constitution to the country
and “we all together protect
the Constitution”, he said.
Quoting BR Ambedkar,
Gandhi said, “If there is
political equality but no social
and economic equality,
political equality will be
destroyed.” 
“These are the words of
Ambedkar ji and today it is
clear that political equality
has ended. There is no social
equality and there is no
economic equality either.
That is why our next step will
be caste census. We want to
show the country whose
thumbs have you cut? We
want to show the Dalits,
Adivasis, backward classes,
farmers, labourers whose
thumbs have been cut off by
the Government?” he said.

From page 1

Punjab farmer leader Jagjit
Singh Dallewal, whose fast
unto death entered the 19th
day on Saturday, said the lives
of those farmers, who are
committing suicide because of
the alleged wrong policies of
governments, is more valuable
than his. His remark came a
day after the Supreme Court
directed the Centre and Punjab
government representatives to
immediately meet him,
provide him with medical help
and persuade him to break his
indefinite fast saying his life
was precious. Dallewal (70), a
cancer patient, has been on a
fast-unto-death at the
Khanauri border between
Punjab and Haryana since
November 26 to press the

Centre to accept the agitating
farmers’ demands, including a
legal guarantee of MSP on
crops.
Doctors have already
recommended his
hospitalisation, saying he has
turned weak because of the
prolonged fast. During his
brief address to the media at
Khanauri, Dallewal thanked
the apex court for expressing
concern over his health. “The
honourable Supreme Court
says that my life is more
valuable than the agitation. But
I believe that the lives of those
farmers, who are committing
suicide due to the wrong
policies of the government are
more valuable than my life,”
said Dallewal.
Earlier, the agitating farmers
had made two attempts, on

December 6 and 8, which were
thwarted by the Haryana
security personnel who fired
tear gas shells and used water
cannons to disperse them. A
total of 22 farmers were then
injured. The farmers under the
banner of SKM (Non-Political)
and KMM have been camping
at Shambhu and Khanauri
border points between Punjab
and Haryana since February 13
after their march to Delhi was
stopped by the security forces.
Besides a legal guarantee on
the minimum support price
(MSP) for crops, the farmers
are demanding a debt waiver,
pension for farmers and farm
labourers, no hike in the
electricity tariff, withdrawal of
police cases and “justice” for
the victims of the 2021
Lakhimpur Kheri violence.

From page 1

Poor air quality, driven by
unfavourable weather
conditions, usually persists
for long periods during
winter, from November to
January. During this time,
Delhi frequently enforces
restrictions under the Graded
Response Action Plan
(GRAP), which categorises air
quality into four stages: Stage
I (Poor) with AQI between
201 and 300, Stage II (Very
Poor) between 301 and 400,
Stage III (Severe) between 401
and 450, and Stage IV (Severe
Plus) for AQI above 450.
During the second stage, the
advisory asked for
mechanical/ vacuum
sweeping and water
sprinkling of the identified

roads on a daily basis.
Enhance the number of shifts
/ hours of deployment of such
machines to further intensify
mechanised sweeping. People
are advised to use public
transport and minimise use of
personal vehicles and use
technology, take less
congested routes, even if
slightly longer.
According to the revised plan,
inter-state buses from NCR
states, except those EVs and
those running CNG or BS-VI
diesel, will not be allowed to
enter Delhi under Stage II.
This provision earlier came
into effect under Stage III.
Resident welfare associations
will also be required to
provide electric heaters to
staff involved in sanitation,
gardening, and other services,

in addition to security staff, to
prevent open burning of
biomass or solid waste during
winters.
“Do not idle your vehicle, also
turn off the engine at red
lights.  Prefer hybrid vehicles
or EVs to control vehicular
pollution. Keep the engines of
your vehicles properly tuned.
Do not drive/ply end of life/
10/15 years old Diesel/Petrol
vehicles,” it said. Persons with
disabilities are exempt from
restrictions imposed on BS-
III petrol and BS-IV diesel
cars in Delhi and the districts
of Gurugram, Faridabad,
Ghaziabad, and Gautam
Budh Nagar under Stage III. 
The Delhi government has
been directed to ban diesel
medium goods vehicles
(MGVs) with BS-IV or older

standards, except those
carrying essential goods or
services, within the city under
Stage III. Similarly, non-
essential diesel light
commercial vehicles (LCVs)
of BS-IV or older standards,
registered outside Delhi, will
not be allowed to enter the
city. Previously, such
restrictions applied only to
BS-III vehicles.
It advised people to walk, or
use cycles, for small distances
during the stage III and
choose  a cleaner commute.
“Share a ride to work or use
public transport. People,
whose positions allow
working from home, may
work from home,” it said. The
panel has also mandated that
schools and colleges in Delhi,
Gurugram, Faridabad,

Ghaziabad, and Gautam
Budh Nagar shift classes up to
Class V to hybrid mode (both
online and offline) under
Stage III. Students and
parents will have the option to
choose online education
wherever it is available.
Under Stage IV, which is
invoked when the AQI
crosses the 450 mark, schools
in Delhi and NCR districts
will be required to conduct
classes for students from
Class VI to IX and XI in the
hybrid mode. The Delhi and
NCR State Governments have
also been directed to stagger
timings for public offices and
municipal bodies under Stage
III. The Centre may decide on
similar staggered timings for
central government offices in
Delhi-NCR.
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From page 1

In 1993, Kirti Azad won from the New Delhi
Assembly seat on a Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) ticket. Sheila Dikshit won the seat as a
Congress candidate in 1998, 2003 and 2008.
Interestingly, the Congress list has also drawn
criticism for apparent nepotism, with tickets
going to Mudit Agarwal and Shivank Singhal,
sons of senior Congress leaders.
The Congress on Thursday announced its first
list of 21 candidates for the upcoming Delhi
Assembly elections which include 12 first-
time candidates, signalling the party’s intent to

inject fresh energy into its campaign. Key
names among them are Mudit Aggarwal from
Chandni Chowk, Aruna Kumar from Narela,
and Shivank Singhal from Adarsh Nagar.
Prominent party members Jai Kishan, Ragini
Nayak, and Anil Bharadwaj will contest from
Sultanpur Majra, Wazirpur, and Sadar Bazar,
respectively.
The Congress and the AAP are partners in the
INDIA Bloc but are rivals in Delhi and Punjab.
Earlier this week, Kejriwal ruled out any
possibility of alliance with the Congress in the
upcoming Assembly polls in the National
Capital. 
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From page 1

The PM hailed India’s journey
since the adoption of the
Constitution in 1949 as
“extraordinary”, asserting that
the country’s ancient
democratic roots have long
been an inspiration for the
world. India is not only a big
democracy but it is the
mother of democracy, he said
in the Lok Sabha replying to a
two-day debate on the 75
years of the adoption of the
Constitution. Modi said India

has resolved to become a
developed country by 2047
and its unity is the biggest
requirement to achieve the
goal. “Our Constitution is the
basis of our unity,” he said. 
Modi said India defied all
apprehensions about its
democratic future after
independence and added its
Constitution has brought the
country to this stage. He paid
tributes to the makers of the
Constitution and the country’s
citizens for living up to the
spirit of its makers. Those

involved in the making of the
Constitution were well aware
that India was not born in
1947 or turned democratic in
1950, he said, citing remarks
of eminent personalities like
Purushottam Das Tandon and
Bhim Rao Ambedkar.
Women were given voting
rights by the Constitution,
Modi said, adding the
country is now seeing
women-led development. He
lauded the parliamentarians
for the unanimous passage of
the law to give reservation to

women in the Lok Sabha and
State Assemblies. 
In his speech, PM Modi laid
out 11 Sankalps, which he
said would guide the nation
towards becoming a “Viksit
Bharat” (developed India) by
2047. “1. Both governments
and citizens will perform
their duties diligently. 2. The
development of every region
and society will be prioritised
- Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas. 3.
A zero-tolerance policy
against corruption. 4. People
must have pride in the law

and its implementation. 5.
Moving away from a slavery
mindset. 6. Eradicating
nepotism in politics. 7.
Honouring the Constitution.
8. Ensuring reservations are
not based on religion and
safeguarding them. 9. Leading
in women-led development.
10. Focusing on the
development of both states
and the nation. 11. Promoting
the idea of “Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat”,” out lined
Modi about his vision for
India by 2047.
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Aday after two key
suspects in the rape and

murder of a doctor at the
RG Kar hospital got bail, the
Left parties and the
Congress on Saturday took
out protest rallies at various
locations in Kolkata,
alleging that the CBI has
“failed” to deliver justice in
the case.
They also alleged that the
ruling Trinamool Congress
(TMC) in West Bengal and
the BJP-led Centre have a
“tacit understanding”.
The Congress took out a

procession from Rabindra
Sadan area to the CBI office
at Nizam Palace in southern
Kolkata and criticised the
central probe agency for its
alleged inability to frame
charges against the two
accused in the case.
During the procession,
Congress activists were seen
holding the party flags aloft
and chanting slogans like
‘We demand justice’ and
‘Bichar chai Tilottoma
(Tilottoma wants justice)’.
The police stopped the
Congress activists from
entering the Nizam Palace,
which led to a scuffle

between the protesters and
the police personnel.
Hundreds of people took
part in a rally, organised by
the West Bengal Junior
Doctors Front (WBJDF),
from Karunamayee to
another CBI office at CGO
Complex in Salt Lake area,
covering a distance of one
kilometre.
Junior doctors’ forum
organised the march to
protest the “delay in framing
charges by the Central
Bureau of Investigation
(CBI)” against all the
“conspirators” in the rape
and murder of the woman

doctor at RG Kar Medical
College and Hospital on
August 9.
The parents of the deceased
medic also participated in
the rally. “We will fight for
justice and it is our right,”
said the mother of the
deceased doctor.
The protestors were holding
placards which read “If the
system has failed, we will
make it function to deliver
justice”. In a separate rally,
SUCI (Communist) activists
marched from
Karunamoyee to the CGO
Complex in Salt Lake, while
a rally was taken out by SFI,

the students’ wing of the
CPI(M), in College Street
area in the northern part of
the city. The Sealdah court
in Kolkata had on Friday
granted bail to RG Kar
Medical College and
Hospital’s ex-principal
Sandip Ghosh and former
officer-in-charge of the Tala
Police Station Abhijit
Mondal in the rape and
murder case of the on-duty
doctor.
They were granted bail after
the CBI “failed” to file a
charge sheet against them
within the mandatory 90-
day period.
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South Korea’s parliament on
Saturday impeached President
Yoon Suk Yeol over his stunning

and short-lived martial law decree, a
move that ended days of political
paralysis but set up an intense debate
over Yoon’s fate, as jubilant crowds
roared to celebrate another defiant
moment in the country’s resilient
democracy.
The National Assembly passed the
motion 204-85. Yoon’s presidential
powers and duties were subsequent-
ly suspended and Prime Minister Han
Duck-soo, the country’s No. 2 official,
took over presidential powers later
Saturday.
The Constitutional Court has up to
180 days to determine whether to dis-
miss Yoon as president or restore his
powers. If he’s thrown out of office, a
national election to choose his succes-
sor must be held within 60 days.
It was the second National Assembly
vote on Yoon’s impeachment after rul-
ing party lawmakers boycotted it last
Saturday. Some People Power Party
lawmakers had since said they would
vote for Yoon’s impeachment as pub-
lic protests intensified and his approval
rating plummeted.
National Assembly Speaker Woo Won
Shik said Yoon’s impeachment was an
outcome driven by “the people’s ardent
desire for democracy, courage and

dedication.”
Hundreds of thousands of people gath-
ered near the parliament roared in
jubilation, waved banners and bran-
dished colourful K-pop glow sticks, as
a lead activist shouted on stage, “We
have preserved the constitutional
order!”
In a central Seoul plaza, another huge
crowd gathered supporting Yoon, but
they grew subdued after hearing he
had been impeached. Both rallies have
largely been peaceful.
The new leader bolsters the country’s
security posture: Yoon issued a
statement saying he would “never give
up” and calling for officials to main-
tain stability in government functions
during what he described as a “tem-
porary” pause of his presidency.
“I will carry with me all the criticisms,
encouragement and support directed
toward me, and I will continue to do
my utmost for the country until the
very last moment,” Yoon said.
Yoon’s December 3 imposition of
martial law, the first of its kind in more
than four decades in South Korea, last-
ed only six hours, but has caused mas-
sive political tumult, halted diplomat-
ic activities and rattled financial mar-
kets. Yoon was forced to lift his decree
after parliament unanimously voted to
overturn it.
Han, who became the acting leader,
ordered the military to bolster its secu-
rity posture to prevent North Korea

from launching provocations by mis-
calculation. Han asked the foreign
minister to inform other countries that
South Korea’s major external policies
remain unchanged, and the finance
minister to work to minimize poten-
tial negative impacts on the economy
by the political turmoil, according to
Han’s office.
South Korea’s executive power is con-
centrated with the president, but the
prime minister leads the country if the
president becomes incapacitated. Han
is a seasoned official and has previous-
ly held a string of top government
posts such as trade and finance and
was the ambassador to the US. He also
served as a prime minister from
2007-2008. After declaring martial law,
Yoon sent hundreds of troops and
police officers to the parliament to try
to impede its vote on the decree, before
they withdrew after the parliament
rejected Yoon’s decree. No major vio-
lence occurred.
Opposition parties and many experts
accuse Yoon of rebellion, citing a law
that categorises as rebellion the stag-
ing of a riot against established state
authorities to undermine the consti-
tution. They also say that a president
in South Korea is allowed to declare
martial law only during wartime or
similar emergencies and has no right
to suspend parliament’s operations
even under martial law.
The impeachment motion alleged

that Yoon “committed rebellion that
hurts peace in the Republic of Korea
by staging a series of riots.” It said
Yoon’s mobilization of military and
police forces threatened the National
Assembly and the public and that his
martial law decree was aimed at dis-

turbing the constitution.
Yoon remains defiant: In a fiery
speech on Thursday, Yoon had reject-
ed the rebellion charges, calling his
order an act of governance. The con-
servative Yoon said he aimed to issue
a warning to the main liberal opposi-

tion Democratic
Party, calling it “a
monster” and
“anti-state forces”
that he argued
has flexed its leg-
islative muscle to
impeach top offi-
cials and under-
mine the govern-
ment’s budget bill
for next year. He
claimed the

deployment of troops was meant to
maintain order, rather than disrupt it.
Democratic Party leader Lee Jae-
myung called Yoon’s speech a “mad
declaration of war” against his own
people.
Observers say Yoon’s speech suggest-
ed a focus on legal preparations to
defend his martial law decree at the
Constitutional Court, even as opinion
surveys showed more than 70 per cent
of South Koreans supported his
impeachment. A survey released
Friday put Yoon’s approval rating at 11
per cent, the lowest since he took office
in 2022. Some of Yoon’s claims don’t
align with testimony by some military
commanders whose troops were
deployed to the Assembly.
Most notably, Kwak Jong-keun, com-
mander of the Army Special Warfare
Command, said that after martial law
was announced, Yoon called him
and asked for his troops to “quickly

destroy the door and drag out the law-
makers who are inside.” Kwak said he
didn’t carry out Yoon’s orders.
Yoon is the third South Korean pres-
ident impeached while in office. In
2016, parliament impeached Park
Geun-hye, the country’s first female
president, over a corruption scandal.
The Constitutional Court upheld her
impeachment and dismissed her from
office.
In 2004, President Roh Moo-hyun was
impeached at parliament over an
alleged election law violation but the
court later overturned his impeach-
ment and restored his presidential
powers. Roh jumped to his death in
2009, after he had left office, amid a
corruption scandal involving his fam-
ily.
Yoon has been banned from leaving
South Korea: He has the presidential
privilege of immunity from criminal
prosecution but that doesn’t extend to
allegations of rebellion or treason.
Subsequently, Yoon could be investi-
gated, detained, arrested or indicted
over his martial law decree, but many
observers doubt that authorities will
forcefully detain him because of the
potential for clashes with his presiden-
tial security service.
Yoon’s defence minister, police chief
and the head of Seoul’s metropolitan
police agency have been arrested.
Other senior military and government
officials also face investigations.
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US President-elect Donald
Trump has called for the

“shooting down” of the mystery
drones that have been appear-
ing in various parts of the
country.

These drones were first
spotted in New Jersey a few
days ago and are now being
seen in other areas as well.

The federal government
and the White House have so
far maintained that these do
not pose any national security
threat and nor there is any evi-
dence of a foreign hand in it.
The appearance of the mystery
drones, however, continues to
be the subject of investigation.

“Mystery Drone sightings
all over the Country. Can this
really be happening without
our government’s knowledge?
I don’t think so,” Trump said on
Friday in a post on Truth
Social, a social media plat-
form owned by him.

“Let the public know, and
now. Otherwise, shoot them
down!!! DJT,” he said with his
personal signature at the end of
the post.

The White House on
Thursday said there was no evi-
dence yet that the reported
drone sightings pose a nation-
al security or a public safety
threat or that they have a for-
eign nexus.

The Department of
Homeland Security and the FBI
are investigating these sight-
ings, working closely with state
and local law enforcement to
provide resources, using
numerous detection methods
to better understand their ori-
gin, White House National
Security Communications
Advisor John Kirby told
reporters.

He added that “... upon
review of available imagery, it
appears that many of the
reported sightings are actually
manned aircraft that are being
operated lawfully.”

“The United States Coast
Guard is providing support to
the State of New Jersey and has
confirmed that there is no evi-
dence of any foreign-based
involvement from coastal ves-
sels. And, importantly, there are
no reported or confirmed
drone sightings in any restrict-

ed airspace,” Kirby said.
In a joint statement, the

Department of Homeland
Security and FBI also said that
there was no evidence yet that
the reported drone sightings
pose a national security or a
public safety threat or have a
foreign nexus.

“We are supporting local
law enforcement in New Jersey
with numerous detection
methods but have not corrob-
orated any of the reported
visual sightings with electron-
ic detection. To the contrary,
upon review of available
imagery, it appears that many
of the reported sightings are
actually manned aircraft, oper-
ating lawfully. There are no
reported or confirmed drone
sightings in any restricted air
space,” the statement read.

In a letter to the DHS, FBI
and the Federal Aviation
Administration, Senator
Kirsten Gillibrand, Senate
Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer and Senators Cory
Booker and Andy Kim said
that “since late November,
communities in the New York
City area and northern New

Jersey have reported several
incidents of unattributable
drone sightings at night, alarm-
ing both residents and local law
enforcement”.

They highlighted that “the
potential safety and security
risks posed by these drones in
civilian areas is especially per-
tinent considering recent drone
incursions at sensitive military
sites in and outside of the con-
tinental United States over the
past year”. Congressman Josh
Gottheimer from New Jersey
on Friday urged federal law
enforcement agencies, led by
the FBI and DHS, to allow state
and local law enforcement to
deploy assets that can safely
take down drones that “should
not be in our skies”.

He wrote a letter to the FBI,
DHS and the FAA, asking
them to immediately brief the
public.

“They also need to work
closely with state and local
law enforcement to give them
the equipment they need to
monitor drone activity. There
is clearly too much of it here in
Jersey and other parts of the
country,” Gottheimer said.
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Afederal appeals court has
left in place a mid-January

deadline in a federal law
requiring TikTok to be sold or
face a ban in the United States,
rejecting a request made by the
company to halt enforcement
until the Supreme Court
reviews its challenge of the
statute. 
Attorneys for TikTok and its
China-based parent company,
ByteDance, are expected to
appeal to the Supreme Court. 
It is unclear if the nation’s
highest court will take up the
case, though some legal
experts have said they expect
the justices to weigh in due to
the types of novel questions it
raises about social media,
national security and the First
Amendment.
TikTok is also looking for a
potential l ifeline from
President-elect Donald
Trump, who promised to
“save” the short-form video
platform during the presiden-
tial campaign. 
Attorneys for TikTok and
ByteDance had requested the

injunction after a panel of
three judges on the US Court
of Appeals for the District of
Columbia Circuit sided with
the US government and reject-
ed their challenge to the law. 
The statute, which was signed
by President Joe Biden earlier
this year, requires ByteDance
to sell TikTok to an approved
buyer due to national securi-
ty concerns or face a ban in the
US.
The US has said it sees TikTok
as a national security risk
because ByteDance could be
coerced by Chinese authorities
to hand over US user data or
manipulate content on the
platform for Beijing’s interests.
TikTok has denied those
claims and has argued that the
government’s case rests on
hypothetical future risks
instead of proven facts.
In the request filed last week,
attorneys for TikTok and
ByteDance had asked for a
“modest delay” in enforce-
ment of the law so that the
Supreme Court could review
the case and the incoming
Trump administration could
“determine its position” on the

matter.
If the law is not overturned,
the two companies have said
that the popular app will shut
down by January 19, just a day
before Trump takes office
again. More than 170 million
American users would be
affected, the companies have
said.
The Justice Department had
opposed TikTok’s request for
a pause, saying in a court fil-
ing last week that the parties
had already proposed a sched-
ule that was “designed for the
precise purpose” of allowing
Supreme Court review of the
law before it took effect.
The appeals court issued its
December 6 ruling on the
matter in line with that sched-
ule, the Justice Department fil-
ing said. 
Meanwhile, two influential
US lawmakers, including
Indian-American Raja
Krishnamoorthi, have asked
Google and Apple to remove
TikTok from their app stores
ahead of a potential ban on the
video-sharing platform next
month.
Ahead of the January 19 dead-

line, House Select Committee
on the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP) Chair John
Moolenaar and Ranking
Member Krishnamoorthi on
Friday wrote to Apple CEO
Tim Cook, Google CEO
Sundar Pichai and TikTok
CEO Shou Chew.
The lawmakers asked Cook
and Pichai to prepare to
remove TikTok from their
play stores by January 19. In
their letter to the TikTok CEO,
they urged Chew to “immedi-
ately execute a qualified
divestiture”.
All three letters come after the
DC Circuit Court’s 3-0 opin-
ion that upheld the Protecting
Americans from Foreign
Adversary Controlled
Applications Act.
In the letters to Cook and
Pichai, the lawmakers said,
“Today, we sent a letter to
TikTok highlighting that
Congress has provided ample
time—233 days and count-
ing—for the company to take
the necessary steps to comply
with the law and pursue a
divestment that protects US
national security.”
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Raising the issue of attacks
over minority Hindus in

Bangladesh, Indian-American
Congressman Shri Thanedar
has said that the time has
come for the US Congress to
act.
“The crowds of the majority
have destroyed Hindu tem-
ples, Hindu deities and Hindus
who are practising their reli-
gion in peace,” Thanedar said
on the floor of the US House of
Representatives on Wednesday.
“The time has now come for
the United States Congress to
act and the US government to
act ... every possible tool in our
hands needs to be used to
ensure that such atrocities in
Bangladesh against Hindus
stop right away,” he said.
Thanedar has consistently
raised the issue of alleged vio-
lence against Hindus in

Bangladesh since the fall of the
Sheikh Hasina government.
“Since 1971, when Bangladesh
got its freedom from Pakistan,
there have been numerous
occasions where minority
Hindus have been attacked.
More recently, we have seen a
Hindu priest being arrested and
his lawyer was murdered,” he
alleged.
On Thursday, the White House
said President Joe Biden was
closely monitoring the situation
in Bangladesh and the United
States will hold the Bangladeshi
interim government account-
able for ensuring the protection
of religious and ethnic minori-
ties in the country.
“The security situation in
Bangladesh has been difficult
following the ouster of the for-
mer prime minister. And we
have been working closely with
the interim government to
enhance the capability of their

law enforcement and security
services to deal with the chal-
lenge,” White House National
Security Communications
Advisor John Kirby said at a
news conference. Indian-
American Congressman Raja
Krishnamoorthi has urged
members of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee to
address the issue of violence
against minorities, primarily
Hindus, in Bangladesh during
the confirmation hearing of
Senator Marco Rubio for the
position of secretary of state.
President-elect Donald Trump
has nominated Senator Rubio
for the top diplomatic position.
The date of his confirmation
hearing has not been
announced yet. A large num-
ber of Indian-Americans
recently held a march from the
White House to the US Capitol
over alleged attacks on Hindus
in Bangladesh.
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Law enforcement agencies on
Saturday arrested four peo-

ple for vandalising and damag-
ing houses and shops of the
Hindu community and the local
Loknath temple in Sunamganj
district in north Bangladesh.
Police also filed a case against
150-170 people, mentioning
the names of 12 of them.
Alim Hossain, 19, Sultan
Ahmed Raju, 20, Imran
Hossain, 31, and Shajahan
Hossain, 20, were arrested for
vandalism in the Doarabazar
area of Sunamganj district ear-
lier this month, a press release
from the Chief Adviser’s press
wing here.
On December 3, a Facebook
post by Akash Das, a resident of
the Sunamganj district, sparked
tensions in the district. Even
though he deleted the post,
screenshots spread widely, lead-
ing to violence in the area,

state-run news agency
Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha
(BSS) said quoting the press
release. Local police arrested
Das immediately, but, amid
concerns over his safety, trans-
ferred him to another station.
On the same day, a mob van-
dalised and damaged the
homes, shops, and local
Loknath temple of the Hindu
community.
The district Superintendent of
Police, Deputy Commissioner
(DC), and the army personnel
rushed to the place and brought
the situation under control.
The police identified the
accused involved in the incident
and filed a case against 150-170
people, mentioning the names
of 12 people on Saturday, the
BSS added.
Earlier on Tuesday, Bangladesh
acknowledged 88 incidents of
communal violence against
minorities, primarily Hindus,
following the ouster of then-pre-

mier Sheikh Hasina in August.
Interim government head
Muhammad Yunus’ press secre-
tary Shafiqul Alam also said that
70 people have been arrested in
those incidents.
He made the disclosure a day
after Foreign Secretary Vikram
Misri flagged regrettable inci-
dents of attacks on minorities
and conveyed India’s concerns,
including those related to the
safety and welfare of minorities,
during his meetings with the
Bangladeshi leadership in
Dhaka.
A total of 88 cases have been
filed in incidents related to
minorities from August 5 to
October 22, Alam told
reporters.
There have been a spate of inci-
dents of violence against Hindus
and other minorities, as well as
attacks on temples in
Bangladesh in the last few weeks
that triggered strong concerns
in New Delhi.
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A26-year-old Indian-origin
former employee of the

artificial intelligence giant
OpenAI has died by suicide in
San Francisco, authorities said.
Suchir Balaji was found dead
inside his Buchanan Street
apartment in San Francisco on
November 26 on Thanksgiving
Day.
The medical examiner’s office
determined the manner of
death to be suicide and police
officials said there is “current-
ly, no evidence of foul play.”
“The Office of the Chief
Medical Examiner (OCME)
has identified the decedent as
Suchir Balaji, 26, of San
Francisco,” the office’s
Executive Director David
Serrano Sewell said.
“The manner of death has
been determined to be suicide.
The OCME has notified the
next-of-kin and has no further
comment or reports for publi-
cation at this time.”
The San Francisco Police
Department (SFPD) said in a
statement that officers respond-
ed to a residence on the 100
block of Buchanan St. at about
1:15 pm for a well-being check.
“Officers and medics arrived on
scene and located a deceased
adult male from what appeared
to be a suicide. No evidence of
foul play was found during the
initial investigation,” SFPD offi-
cer Robert Rueca wrote in a
statement.
Balaji spoke to the Times in
October, saying he was one of
the researchers who worked
gathering data to train
OpenAI’s programmes like
GPT4, which users interact
with through the chatbot
ChatGPT.

OpenAI was “devastated” that
Balaji had passed away, the San
Francisco Chronicle reported.
“We are devastated to learn of
this incredibly sad news today
and our hearts go out to
Suchir’s loved ones during this
difficult time” OpenAI said in
a statement.
Balaji was known for whistle-
blowing the blockbuster artifi-
cial intelligence company
which is facing a swell of law-
suits over its business model.
Balaji’s death comes three
months after he publicly
accused OpenAI of violating
US copyright law while devel-
oping ChatGPT, a generative
artificial intelligence pro-
gramme that has become a
moneymaking sensation used
by hundreds of millions of
people across the world, the
report said.
Its public release in late 2022
spurred a torrent of lawsuits
against OpenAI from authors,
computer programmers and
journalists, who say the com-
pany illegally stole their copy-
righted material to train its pro-
gramme and elevate its value
past USD 150 billion.
In an interview with the New
York Times published on
October 23, Balaji argued that
OpenAI was harming busi-
nesses and entrepreneurs
whose data were used to train
ChatGPT.
Balaji left OpenAI because he
no longer wanted to contribute
to technologies that he believed
would bring society more harm
than benefit, the report added.
“If you believe what I believe,
you have to just leave the com-
pany,” he told the outlet, adding
that “this is not a sustainable
model for the internet ecosys-
tem as a whole.”
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Turkish Foreign Minister Hakan
Fidan says that Turkey’s Embassy in

Syria’s capital of Damascus will reopen
on Saturday, for the first time since 2012.
In an interview with Turkey’s NTV tele-
vision Fidan said a newly appointed
interim charge d’affaires had left for
Damascus on Friday together with his
delegation.
“It will be operational as of tomorrow,”
he said.
The Embassy in Damascus had sus-
pended operations in 2012 due to the
escalating security conditions during the
Syrian civil war. All embassy staff and
their families were recalled to Turkey.
Earlier on Friday, thousands of Syrians
gathered in Damascus’ historic main
mosque for the first Muslim Friday
prayers since the ouster of President

Bashar Assad, while giant crowds cele-
brated in the capital’s largest square and
across the country.
The gatherings were a major symbolic
moment for the dramatic change of
power in Syria, nearly a week after insur-
gents swept into Damascus, ousting the
Assad-led state that had ruled the coun-
try for a half century with an iron grip.
It came as US Secretary of State Antony
Blinken met with allies around the
region looking to shape the transition,
calling for an “inclusive and non-sectar-
ian” interim government. 
Blinken arrived in Iraq on a previously
unannounced stop after talks in Jordan
and Turkey — which backs some of the
Syrian insurgent factions. So far, US offi-
cials have not talked of direct meetings
with Syria’s new rulers.
The main insurgent force, Hayat Tahrir
al-Sham, has been working to establish

security and start a political transition
after seizing Damascus early Sunday. The
group has tried to reassure a public both
stunned by Assad’s fall and concerned
over extremist jihadis among the rebels.
The insurgents’ leadership says it has bro-
ken with its extremist past, though HTS
is still labeled a terrorist group by the
United States and European countries.
HTS’s leader, Ahmad al-Sharaa, former-
ly known as Abu Mohammed al-Golani,
appeared in a video message Friday con-
gratulating “the great Syrian people for
the victory of the blessed revolution”.
“I invite them to head to the squares to
show their happiness without shooting
bullets and scaring people,” he said. “And
then after we will work to build this
country and as I said in the beginning,
we will be victorious by the help of God.”
Huge crowds, including some insurgents,
packed Damascus’ historic Umayyad

Mosque in the capital’s old city, many
waving the rebel opposition flag — with
its three red stars — which has swiftly
replaced the Assad-era flag with with its
two green stars. 
According to Arab TV stations, the
Friday sermon was delivered by
Mohammed al-Bashir, the interim prime
minister installed by HTS this week. 
The scene resonated on multiple levels.
The mosque, one of the world’s oldest
dating back some 1,200 years, is a
beloved symbol of Syria, and sermons
there like all mosque sermons across
Syria had been tightly controlled under
Assad’s rule. Also, in the early days of the
anti-government uprising in 2011, pro-
testers would leave Friday prayers to
march in rallies against Assad — before
he launched a brutal crackdown that
turned the uprising into a long and
bloody civil war.

The interim prime minister, al-Bashir,
had been the head of a de facto admin-
istration created by HTS in Idlib, the
opposition’s enclave in northwest Syria.
The rebels had been bottled up in Idlib
for years before fighters broke out in a
shock offensive and marched across
Syria in 10 days. 
Al-Sharaa, HTS’ leader, has promised to
bring a pluralistic government to Syria,
seeking to dispel fears among many
Syrians — especially its many minority
communities — that the insurgents will
bring a hard-line, extremist rule. 
Another key factor will be winning inter-
national recognition for a new govern-
ment in Syria, a country where multi-
ple foreign powers have their hands in
the mix. The Sunni Arab insurgents who
overthrew Assad did so with vital help
from Turkey, a longtime foe of the US-
backed Kurds. 
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Rajat Patidar's
international career did

not take off as he would have
liked, but the Madhya
Pradesh batter is confident
of "re-creating" the
opportunity through
domestic matches and don
the India jersey again.
Patidar's six innings against

England earlier this year
produced just 63 runs, but
the right-hander has shown
impressive touch in the first
half of the Ranji Trophy and
the ongoing Syed Mushtaq
Ali Trophy. 
"I enjoyed going to the Test

team. But sometimes I feel
bad that I missed the
opportunity. But it's alright
sometimes things don't go
your way," Patidar said

during an interaction here
on Saturday.

Patidar has accepted his
"failure" and has moved
away from that
disappointing space.

"I think acceptance is the
key. You have to accept that
there will be failure in the
cricketing journey. So, it's
important for me to face it
and learn from it. 
"I have just accepted it and I

am moving forward. It's a
part and parcel of the game.
I can re-create the
opportunity," he added.
In that context, the 31-year-

old has taken a bold first
step, scoring a good amount
of runs in domestic
tournaments.

From five Ranji Trophy
matches, the Madhya
Pradesh captain has made

427 runs at an average of
53.37 with a hundred and a
fifty.   Patidar is also the
third highest run-getter in
the ongoing SMAT behind
Ajinkya Rahane (432) and
Bihar's Sakibul Gani (353)
with 347 runs from nine
matches at a strike-rate of
182.63 with four fifties.
The powerful right-hander

said trusting his skills was
the reason behind his good
run.
"I am just trying to back my

strength in the areas where I
am going to hit, like I was
doing in the last couple of
years. I am just trying to find
out the same pattern that I
was playing in the IPL.
"My mantra is to play one

ball at a time. I try to put my
impact on the opposition for
my team. I don't try to get

big scores. I have never paid
attention to that," he said. 

Patidar also received a
confidence-booster when
Royal Challengers
Bengaluru retained him
ahead of the IPL auction. 
"Yes, definitely. RCB is a big

franchise and I love playing
for RCB. So it (retention)
gave me a lot of confidence
that they retained me."

Patidar's name is doing
rounds within RCB circles as
their prospective captain for
IPL 2025 after the franchise
released Faf du Plessis.

He was open to that
challenge. 

"Of course, if I get an
opportunity to lead RCB,
that is what I am there for,
and I will be happy. But it all
depends on the franchise,"
he said. 

However, Patidar has an
immediate goal to
accomplish, guiding Madhya
Pradesh to their maiden
SMAT title against Mumbai
on Sunday at a venue where
they won the Ranji Trophy
two seasons ago.

Incidentally, they had
beaten Mumbai that time
and Patidar had made 122 in
MP's six-wicket victory. 
The captaincy sits light on

his shoulders. 
"I have learnt a lot out of it.

I have enjoyed learning the
tactics. I love seeing players
and anticipating what they
can do. 

"I have learnt a lot about
captaincy from my coach
(Chandrakant Pandit).
Everybody knows that he is
the best coach in India," he
said. 
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New Zealand steadily
squandered a good

start, slumping from 172-2
to 231-7 before rallying to
315-9 at stumps Saturday on
the first day of the third test
against England.
Mitchell Santner hit the last
ball of the day for six to
reach his fourth test half
century and was 50 not out
while Will O'Rourke had yet
to score. The New Zealand
tail added 76 runs in the last
eight overs of the day to
bring some balance back
into the game after the
failure of the middle order.
After a 105-run opening
partnership between Tom
Latham and Will Young,
New Zealand enjoyed the
rare experience of holding
the upper hand over
England in a series which so
far has been one-sided in
favor of the tourists.
England holds an

unassailable 2-0 lead,
winning the first test in four
days by eight wickets and the
second in three days by 323
runs. In those seven days,
New Zealand only
occasionally had a dominant
session.
But England won the toss
and chose to bowl and by
lunch New Zealand was 93-0
At that point it appeared
England captain Ben Stokes
might have misread or over-
estimated the conditions
when he decided to send
New Zealand in. The pitch at
Seddon Park had a slight
green hue and warm
conditions and puffy clouds
seemed to offer the promise
the ball would swing.
Instead, there was a firm
brown surface under a thin
cover of grass and the day
warmed quickly, burning off
the overcast so that the ball
neither seamed or swung to
any great extent. 
Latham and Young set a
sound platform for the New

Zealand innings when they
put on 105 for the first
wicket, the Kiwis' best
opening partnership in 28
tests.
Young was selected in place

of Devon Conway whose
wife has just given birth to
their first child. 
There already was a clamor
for his selection as Conway
had made only 21 runs in

four innings in the first two
tests of this series and Young
was Player of the Series and
averaged almost 50 when
New Zealand swept India 3-
0 at home in October and

early November.
Young played with
boldness from the start
Saturday and was 42 not
out at lunch including 40
runs from boundaries. At
42 he surpassed 1,000 runs
in test cricket and became
the first New Zealander
since Stephen Fleming to
achieve that milestone
without making a test
century.
Rachin Ravindra made 18
with four well-hit
boundaries and seemed set
when he played loosely at a
wide ball from Brydon
Carse and was caught by
Ben Duckett in the gully.
There was an anxious pause
when the television umpire
checked for a no ball but
there was no reprieve for
Ravindra and this time no
bad news for Carse who
bowled Williamson with a
no-ball in the second test.
Kane Williamson reached 44
with every sign of authority
on his home pitch on which

he averages 94. Then he
clamped down on a ball
from Matthew Potts which
bounced back onto his
stumps and he tried vainly
to kick it away.
Potts marked his return in
place of the rested Chris
Woakes with figures of 3-75
and the prized wicket of
Williamson.
“I didn't have a great view of
it. I was a bit confused but
then I saw a bail drop down
by his feet and it was pure
elation after that,” Potts said.
“It was a massive wicket at
that point in the innings. It's
less about personal
milestones and
achievements of getting
good players out but, at that
key point in time, Kane
could have taken the game
away from us."
In quick succession New
Zealand lost Daryl Mitchell
(14), Glenn Phillips (5) and
second test century-maker
Tom Blundell (21), all to
unwise shots. 

Santner and Matt Henry put
on 41 for the eighth wicket
before Henry (8) was
brilliantly caught by Harry
Brook off Stokes.
Brook first caught the ball

standing on the boundary
rope at fine leg, threw it up
in the air and stepped over
the boundary, then caught
it again as he stepped back
into the field of play. 
That brought out Tim
Southee in his 107th and last
test for New Zealand.
Southee will retire at the end
of the series aged 36 and as
New Zealand's second-
highest test wicket-taker
with 389.
Southee, who received a
guard of honor from the
England fielders when he
walked out, hit the second
ball he faced for the 96th six
of his career and the fourth
ball for the 97th. England
took the second new ball
and Southee hit the first ball
bowled with it for his 98th
six.
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Assam's first Arjuna
Awardee sprinter

Bhogeswar Baruah has
criticised the state
government's sports policy,
saying it is not taking
enough initiatives to identify
and nurture talent in rural
areas.
"It is sad to say that there is
no production of sports
persons anywhere in Assam.
Earlier, we used to organise
camps to attract new talents,
but it is not happening
anymore," Baruah, a gold
medallist in 800m at the
1966 Asian Games, told PTI.
The 84-year-old said the
government has engaged so
many coaches who could be
sent to districts to organise
such camps and impart
training, but such initiatives
are not happening.
"If there is no coaching, how
will we produce sports
persons? If any sports event
takes place, the kids are just
taken there to participate. If
there is no training or camp,
how will our children
progress? 
"If there is any tournament,
children are called and taken
to participate -- this is
Assam's sports policy,"
Baruah said.

Baruah, who won gold and
silver at the Asian Games in
1966 and 1970 respectively,
accused the government of
encouraging only those who
have achieved success on
their own.
"Has the government made
anyone a sports person?
Government is not
identifying and picking up
talents from the ground.
When someone shines, only
then the government comes
into the picture. That is what

is happening nowadays," he
said.
Baruah said it has been
almost 6 to 7 years that any
sports camp has been
organised in the state.
"If they (government) were
interested, I would have also
taken interest. I would have
definitely gone to the
ground and given tips to the
athletes. When the
government has no idea, no
intention, no aim, what can I
do?" he said.

Baruah said earlier 2 to 3
such camps used to be
organised annually but
questioned why they have
stopped.
"You go and ask the Director
of Sports. They have not
organised a camp for so
many years! Why is it not
happening nowadays?" he
remarked.
Baruah claimed he had
requested the concerned
officials several times to
hold sports camps, but there
has been no response.
"I had even sought
equipment saying that we
would hold a camp. Give at
least one set of hurdles for
doing training. You need 10
hurdles in one line, but we
sought five for training
purposes. There is no
jumper, pole vaulter --
nothing is available," he
claimed.
Asked if he spoke to the state
Sports Minister regarding
this, Baruah said due to his
age he could not meet him to
discuss the matter.
Reflecting on the future of
sports in Assam, Baruah
said: "I can't say anything. I
will say what is right. There
has been no camp at all
during the tenure of the
present government."
The Assam government is

currently organising the
second edition of 'Khel
Maharan', aiming at
identifying and nurturing
rural talent through
g r a s s r o o t s - l e v e l
competitions.
"All sports persons are in the
villages. We have to search
and nurture them. Rural
sports is the only way to find
real talents, otherwise we
won't get it," Baruah said
when asked about 'Khel
Maharan'.
In 2021, the Assam
government had decided to
observe Baruah's birthday
September 3 as 'Sports Day'.
Baruah heaped praise on
Asian Games gold medalist
runner Hima Das and
Olympic medalist boxer
Lovlina Borgohain, saying
their success is largely due to
the efforts of their parents.
"There is nothing that the
government should take
credit for," he added.
Baruah recalled advising
Das on improving her
running technique.
"Earlier, she used to run
straight. Later, I told her to
bend slightly forward and
she is doing accordingly. I
asked her to bend her upper
body. Now, she is doing well.
Her body is very strong," he
commented on the sprinter. 
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Controversial Pakistan
left-arm pacer

Mohammad Amir bid adieu
to international cricket on
Saturday, months after
coming out of retirement to
play in the T20 World Cup.
Amir, who was banned from
cricket for five years
between 2010 and 2015 on
spot-fixing charges and was
briefly jailed for his crime,
had retired from all forms of
international cricket in
2020.

However, he changed his
mind and returned to play in
T20 World Cup earlier this
year.

"After careful
consideration, I have taken
the difficult decision to
retire from international
cricket. These decisions are
never easy but are inevitable.
I feel this is the right time
for the next generation to
take the baton and elevate
Pakistan Cricket to new

heights!" he wrote on his
social media handles.

"Representing my country
has been and always will be
the greatest honour of my
life. I would sincerely like to
thank the PCB, my family

and friends and, above all,
my fans for their continuous
love & support," he added.
Amir had been involved in

the infamous spot-fixing
scandal that rocked the
cricket world in 2010.

The pacer, who was 19 then,
had deliberately over-
stepped along with fellow
quick Mohammed Asif at
the behest of former skipper
Salman Butt and they were
all caught. All three were
briefly jailed in the UK,
where fixing is a crime but
were later released.
The ICC banned them for

five years between 2010 to
2015. Only Amir made a
successful return to
international cricket and
was the hero of Pakistan's
Champions Trophy triumph
over India in 2017 in the
UK.
A key member of Pakistan's

team over the years, he
featured in 36 Tests, 61 ODIs
and 62 T20Is since making
his international debut in
June 2009. 

He took 271 international
wickets and scored 1,179
runs across the three
formats and was a part of the
the 2009 ICC T20 World
Cup-winning side.

The announcement comes a
day after all-rounder Imad
Wasim decided quit
international cricket.
Both Amir and Wasim came
out of retirement earlier this
year after being assured of
selection for the tours of
Ireland and England, as well
as the World T20 Cup, by the
board and its selectors, who
believed the two could help
Pakistan perform well in
these assignments.

Unfortunately, that didn't
materialise, and neither has
he been picked by the
national selectors for any of
the matches since the World
Cup. Amir's final outing in
Pakistan colours came in
June this year during the
T20 World Cup against
Ireland in Lauderhill, USA.
In 2020, Amir announced a

dramatic end to his
international cricket career,
alleging that he has been
"mentally tortured" by his
national board's
management. 
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Her poor leadership under
constant scanner, a

beleaguered Indian captain
Harmanpreet Kaur will need
to quickly pick up pieces from
the Australia series debacle as
hosts take on West Indies in
the opening game of the
three-match WT20I series
starting here on Sunday. 
India have won each of their
last eight T20Is against the
West Indies in the shortest
format since November 2019.
But to maintain this
dominating run, India will
have to dig deep from rapidly
depleting reservoirs of both
resources and confidence to
keep the ship afloat.
It has not been a smooth ride
for the Indian skipper whose
questionable selection calls
during the Australia ODI
series left everyone
wondering as to how long the
national selectors will persist
with her despite Smriti
Mandhana well and truly
ready to take over the mantle.
This is India's first T20 series
after the inglorious T20
World Cup exit where the
only consolation was a hard-
earned win against Pakistan. 
India after that won an ODI

series against New Zealand at
home and were blanked by
Australia during the
subsequent 50 over series
Down Under. 
While Harmanpreet's own
batting form has been better
than many, it is her
unimaginative leadership that
is causing a lot of problems as
the team is still playing
archaic brand of cricket
across both white ball
formats.
The profligate Shafali Verma
has been ignored by the
selectors once again even
though her chances of doing
well in T20Is in Indian
conditions is way better
where she can employ her
cross batted game.
First-up, India will need a

quick turnaround from their
forgettable ODI tour of
Australia which ended in a 0-
3 rout with the visitors being
thoroughly outplayed in all
departments.
Having lost the final ODI in
Perth last Wednesday, Kaur
and her side will not got
enough time to rest and
recover as they have made it
to the DY Patil Stadium here
for the series opener. 
The packed schedule — three
T20Is with a gap of one day
each — will further test the
fitness and morale of the team
that is low on confidence and
without their preferred
players in Pooja Vastrakar,
Shreyanka Patil, Yastika
Bhatia, Priya Punia and most
importantly, Verma. 

-���./
*
�0����1����������� ����2�
*���������������,�3����*������

�0	�� '
-
�+,

Jason Gillespie decided to
step down from his role as

Pakistan's red-ball coach after
not being consulted on the
selection of the national squad
for the upcoming two-Test
series in South Africa.

A well-informed source,
familiar with the
developments, revealed that
some officials in the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) had
created a difficult environment
for Gillespie, who just a month
ago had even been offered the
job of head coach of the white-
ball squad  "Circumstances
were created to make the
former Australian player feel
alienated in major decisions
about the team," the source
said.
"First despite his request the

board didn't renew the
contract of high performance
coach Tim Nielsen and then
the Test squad for the SA series

was announced without
consulting him," he added.

The source said that while
Gillespie was aware that the
board had stripped him of say
in the selection matters, he
expected as head coach, he
would be consulted by the
selectors in the selection of any
series.
"Gillespie was also not happy

that while refusing to renew
contract of Nielsen whom he
had recommended the board
preferred to bring in Shahid
Aslam from the national

cricket academy as a coach into
the support staff on
recommendation of interim
white ball head coach and
senior selector Aaqib Javed,”
the source added.
He said that in recent weeks,

Gillespie's calls were not being
regularly answered by some
officials, which irked him. This
was particularly frustrating as
he had agreed to serve as
interim coach for the white-
ball series in Australia, where
Pakistan won the ODI series
for the first time since 2002.
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“Elegance is not being noticed, 
it’s about being remembered.”

Walking into
“Shubhrajyotsna,” you are
instantly transported to a
world of delicate artistry
and enduring tradition.
The event, hosted by
Princess Manjari Mishra of

Ayodhya, was a heartfelt tribute to her late
mother, Rani Jyotsna Mishra. Every detail of the
event reflected the deep connection between
heritage and craftsmanship, creating an
environment that felt both majestic and intimate.
The inauguration saw the presence of iconic
figures like Padma Shri Hema Malini, Padma
Bhushan Sudha Murthy and Padma Vibhushan
Sonal Mansingh. Their words of admiration for
Rani Jyotsna Mishra and her daughter’s efforts
added depth to the event. The venue was an
aesthetic masterpiece, with every corner adorned
with designs that captured the essence of
Ayodhya’s cultural legacy. The stunning collection
of textiles and accessories from Shilpmanjari,
Princess Manjari’s artisanal atelier, was the
highlight. From soft velvets to the intricate
zardozi and gota-patti embroidery, each piece
displayed a level of craftsmanship that was
nothing short of breathtaking.
The showcased clothing celebrated the rich
tradition of Indian fashion. The embellished
sarees, paired with elegant cummerbunds and
shawls, exuded a sophistication that stood out in
a world often focused on fast fashion. These
garments were steeped in tradition but had a
contemporary appeal, making them versatile for
any occasion. Princess Manjari’s personal style,
marked by subtlety and grace, was evident in each
piece, which was not only a reflection of her
cultural roots but also a vision of elegance.
In addition to the sarees, the accessories
collection stole the show. Beaded potlis,
embroidered belts and delicate hairbands were
inspired by the flora, fauna and folklore of India.
These accessories were carefully designed to
complement the clothing, with each piece telling
its own unique story. The work was rich in detail,
from the vibrant designs to the tiny beads and
pearls that added a touch of opulence.
Princess Manjari also created the
“Shubhrajyotsna,”  perfume, which holds a special
place in her heart as a tribute to her mother. The
perfume’s floral and woody notes perfectly reflect
Rani Jyotsna’s essence. Princess Manjari shared
that her mother always loved the ingredients
included in the fragrance and through this
perfume, she feels her mother’s presence will
always be with them. The scent acts as a beautiful
reminder of Rani Jyotsna, carrying her spirit with
every use.
The collections from Shilpmanjari also featured
the Panchatantra Collection, where the spirit of
folklore was brought to life through clothing

adorned with vibrant animal and bird motifs.
This collection honored the mythical tales that are
part of India’s collective memory, blending
tradition with creativity. Similarly, the Darbar
Collection offered rich velvets and satin robes,
reminiscent of the royal courts of yore. These
regal garments, embellished with semi-precious
stones, evoked the grandeur of royal darbars,
where opulence was essential.
The garments from Shilpmanjari are not just
pieces of clothing; they are embodiments of
history, heritage and art. Each design is
thoughtfully crafted to celebrate the elegance of
royalty while making it accessible for modern-day

wearers. The quality of the fabrics, the precision
of the embroidery and the cultural inspiration
that runs through every piece make them truly
timeless.
Shubhrajyotsna beautifully blends the past with
the present, offering a rare glimpse into a world
where tradition meets modern style. The event
not only celebrated exquisite craftsmanship but
also highlighted the importance of preserving our
cultural heritage. True beauty lies in the details,
where tradition and creativity come together and
every piece tells its own meaningful story.
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Amaran is a action war film that tells the
inspiring story of Major Mukund
Varadarajan, a brave Indian Army

officer. While the film boasts strong
performances, particularly from
Sivakarthikeyan and Sai Pallavi, it
unfortunately succumbs to the familiar tropes
of the genre. 
Sivakarthikeyan delivers a commendable
performance, effectively portraying the
transition from a carefree college student to a
dedicated soldier. His physical transformation
and portrayal of Mukund's unwavering
commitment to duty are particularly
noteworthy. Sai Pallavi, as always, is a force of
nature, delivering an emotionally resonant
performance that captures the strength and
resilience of a grieving wife. Her portrayal of
Indhu's internal struggles, her unwavering
love for Mukund, and her ultimate acceptance
of his sacrifice are truly moving. Rahul Bose
provides a solid supporting role as the
commanding officer, adding gravitas to the
film.
The film's plot, while emotionally charged,
follows a predictable trajectory. The narrative,
unfortunately, lacks originality, relying heavily
on familiar tropes seen in countless other
army-related films. The fast-paced nature of
the film often leaves little room for viewers to
fully process the emotional impact of certain

scenes. The film could have benefited from a
slower pace, allowing for greater emotional
depth and character development.
The soundtrack features some catchy tunes.
While some songs may appeal to a specific
audience, they do little to enhance the
narrative or elevate the emotional impact of
the film. The background score, however,
effectively builds tension and adds to the
overall atmosphere of the film.
The film undoubtedly aims to create strong
emotions, and in some instances, it succeeds.
The scenes depicting the love story between
Mukund and Indhu, as well as the poignant
moments of grief and loss, are genuinely
moving. However, the film's reliance on
melodrama and predictable plot points
sometimes undermines its emotional impact.
The film could have benefited from a more
nuanced portrayal of the complexities of war
and its impact on the soldiers and their
families.
Amaran is a well-intentioned film that pays
tribute to the sacrifices made by our soldiers.
While the performances are commendable,
and the film boasts some emotionally
resonant moments, its predictable plot and
reliance on familiar tropes prevent it from
reaching its full potential.

Rating: 3.5/5
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In the fast-paced life of Noida, where long
commutes and traffic have become a daily
struggle, Rcube Monad Mall has emerged as

a refreshing new destination, offering
everything from shopping and dining to
entertainment, all in one place. Located in
Sector 43, this modern mall is quickly
becoming the heart of the community,
redefining urban living with convenience,
luxury and family-friendly experiences.
“We are incredibly proud to introduce Rcube
Monad Mall to Noida, a place that is more
than just a shopping destination; it
represents our commitment to creating
sustainable and innovative urban spaces
that enhance the quality of life for the
communities we serve,” said Mr. Anuj
Malhan, Founder at Rcube Projects Pvt
Ltd.
Rcube Monad Mall isn't just
another commercial centre; it’s a
thoughtfully designed
neighbourhood hub. As Richa
Malhan, shares, “We wanted to
create a destination close to
home, offering everything you
need within minutes.” The mall is
a one-stop shop for all things
lifestyle, from retail stores
featuring popular brands like
Lifestyle and Fab India to
essential services like salons and
beauty parlours, all just
moments away from nearby 

residential communities.
For families, this mall is a game-changer. It
offers a variety of experiences for all ages, from
Funky Island, an interactive play zone for kids,
to family-friendly dining options like
McDonald’s and Popeyes. For parents looking
for a place to unwind, the Birch bar provides
the perfect space to relax, while MovieMax
Edition, Noida’s first luxury cinema with all-
recliner seating, promises a premium movie
experience. But the vision doesn’t stop at
shopping and entertainment. The Mall is
committed to sustainability and plans to make
the mall pet-friendly in the future, ensuring

that even furry friends can enjoy the
experience. This commitment to creating
a space that caters to families, friends and
pets alike reflects the mall's dedication to
improving the quality of life for everyone.

In a world that often feels rushed, Rcube
Monad Mall stands as an example of a
slower, more connected way of living.
It’s a space that blends convenience,
luxury and community, offering a
new, more human-centric approach
to the modern lifestyle. Whether
you’re sipping coffee in the morning,
enjoying lunch with family or
watching a movie in the evening,
Rcube Monad Mall has everything

you need to make the most of your
day and it’s right in the heart of Noida.
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Maison Sia has launched its
flagship store in Delhi, setting
a new benchmark for luxury

home decor in India. The boutique is
a refined space that mixes global
craftsmanship with Indian
sensibilities.
The store presents a curated collection
of design pieces by internationally
renowned names like Jean-François
Lemaire and Glasremis, each
reflecting a unique story that
transcends borders. These works
which are handpicked for their
artistry and innovation, are a
reflection of the brand’s philosophy of
offering sophisticated design
solutions.
Vratika Gupta, the founder of Maison
Sia, notes, “India’s emerging luxury
design market, with its hunger for
authentic and extraordinary
experiences, perfectly mirrors Maison

Sia’s creative philosophy.”
The store is not just a retail space but
a statement of how the brand fuses the
best of global and local design.

Featuring a collaboration with the
esteemed furniture brand EDRA, the
Delhi store also marks the debut of
Maison Sia’s first furniture line,

Maison Sia x Edra. The synergy
between local architects, such as Seza
Architects, and international design
houses has shaped a unique and
immersive shopping experience.
With luxury home décor products like
funky showpieces namely Leblon
Delienne, Sas Atelier, different-sized
candles, and heavy coffee table books,
the boutique also features exquisite
lighting solutions, with each piece
crafted from responsibly sourced
materials, adding character and
sophistication to any space. Designer
wallpapers and precisely curated
furniture further elevate the store’s
ambiance, offering a glimpse into a
world of design where quality and
creativity meet. Maison Sia’s Delhi
flagship store signals the brand’s
commitment to bringing global
design luxury narratives to India’s
most refined design enthusiasts.
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The Ministry of Development of
North Eastern Region (DoNER)
took a remarkable step in
celebrating and showcasing the
diverse culture and vibrant
traditions of Northeast India. In
an effort to bring the essence of

this unique region closer to the heart of the
nation, the Government of India concluded the
first edition of the Ashtalakshmi Mahotsav, a
festival that honoured the unparalleled cultural
heritage of the eight northeastern states. Held in
the national capital Delhi, the event resonated
with the lively spirit, colours, and flavours of the
region, leaving an indelible impression on
visitors.
The festival’s name, “Ashtalakshmi,” has been
derived from the eight northeastern states
namely Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya,
Manipur, Nagaland, Mizoram, Tripura, and
Sikkim , which were often referred to as the
‘Ashtalakshmi’ or the eight forms of prosperity.
These states played an important role in
enriching India’s cultural, social, and economic
fabric, making them indispensable contributors
to the nation’s diversity. True to its name, the
festival served as a lively celebration of the
region’s unparalleled beauty, artistic heritage,
and deep-rooted traditions.
The Ashtalakshmi Mahotsav 2024 was a three-
day event held from December 6th to 8th at the
Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi. The event
provided a grand platform to showcase the
region’s thriving textile industry, elegant
artisanal crafts, and distinct Geographical
Indication (GI) products. It was a unique
opportunity for the audience to engage with the
intricate artistry and cultural richness of the
northeastern states.
The festival’s inauguration was graced by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, whose presence
underscored the government’s commitment to
promoting and uplifting the northeastern states.
The opening day featured an impressive array of
performances and exhibitions, offering a
glimpse into the vibrant artistic traditions of the
region. A key highlight of the day was a
spellbinding performance by the renowned
Shillong Chamber Choir, whose unique fusion of
traditional and contemporary music set a
magical tone for the festival. The choir’s soulful
melodies were accompanied by traditional dance
performances and folk music, providing an
alluring and enriching cultural experience for
the attendees.
One of the major attractions of the Ashtalakshmi
Mahotsav was the food journey through the
region’s diverse cuisines, each dish telling a story
of its own. Visitors had the opportunity to

savour an array of flavours that beautifully
captured the essence of the Northeast. Assam’s
simple yet delectable offerings included rice, fish
curry, and traditional pitha. Arunachal Pradesh
presented its flavourful rice-based dishes like
Thukpa and Zan, often prepared with locally
sourced ingredients like bamboo shoots.
Manipur delighted the crowd with healthy
delicacies such as Eromba and Singju, which
highlighted the region’s love for fresh vegetables
and aromatic spices.
Nagaland’s bold flavours took centre stage with
dishes like smoked pork and Akhuni, while
Mizoram’s milder but equally delicious offerings
included Bai and smoked pork. Tripura brought
forth an exquisite blend of Bengali and
indigenous influences with dishes like Wahan
Mosdeng and Mui Borok. Meghalaya’s hearty
preparations, such as Jadoh and Dohneiiong,
resonated with the region’s rich culinary
heritage, and Sikkim’s popular Phagshapa and
Momos emphasised fresh ingredients and simple
yet delightful flavors. Together, these dishes
created a vibrant gastronomic experience,
allowing visitors to relish the authentic taste of
Northeast India.
The second day of the Mahotsav continued to
captivate audiences with a mesmerising blend of
music and artistry. Pangpari, a talented singer-
songwriter from Aizawl, Mizoram, enchanted
the audience with her emotive blend of pop,
indie, and jazz. Her heartfelt performance
seamlessly merged modern music with
traditional influences, offering a soulful

experience. Following Pangpari was Sofiyum, a
Lepcha folk fusion band from Gangtok, Sikkim,
that enthralled the crowd with its unique blend
of traditional Lepcha folk songs and
contemporary musical styles. Their performance
beautifully illustrated the importance of
preserving cultural heritage while adapting it to
modern sensibilities.
The day also featured the Eastern Elements
Unplugged session, an innovative musical
experience that fused the Blues with Raga jazz,
delivering a fresh perspective on regional music.
The performances underscored the Northeast’s
incredible ability to adapt its traditional art
forms to contemporary frameworks, creating
something entirely unique and memorable.
A major highlight of the festival was the
Ashtalakshmi Fashion Show, which celebrated
the rich textile heritage of Northeast India.
Curated under the creative direction of
renowned fashion stylist and show director
Prasad Bidapa, the fashion show presented a
stunning amalgamation of traditional
handlooms and contemporary designs. The
event emphasised sustainable fashion,
highlighting eco-friendly and ethically produced
garments as a part of the growing global
discourse on sustainability.
Prominent designers from the region showcased
their creations, each bringing their unique vision
and dedication to preserving the Northeast’s
sartorial traditions. Jenjum Gadi from Arunachal
Pradesh mesmerised with nature-inspired,
gender-neutral designs. Bambi Kevichusa from
Nagaland showcased her exquisite bridal wear
while promoting sustainable craftsmanship.
Richana Khumanthem from Manipur
collaborated with local weavers to present
garments that told stories of the region’s weaving
traditions.
Other notable designers included Patricia
Zadeng from Mizoram, who focused on

uplifting female artisans, and Daniel Syiem from
Meghalaya, whose work highlighted the
indigenous fabric Ryndia. Karma Sonam Bhutia
from Sikkim revived the traditional art of nettle-
weaving, while Priyanka D Patwari from Assam
and Jyotsana Dev Verman from Tripura brought
their distinct styles to the event. Together, these
designers painted a vivid picture of the
Northeast’s creative and cultural potential.
The final day of the Ashtalakshmi Mahotsav was
a fitting conclusion to the three-day celebration,
featuring a series of breathtaking performances.
Basavdutta Chongtham (BASAV) from Manipur
attracted the audience with her emotive vocals
and poetic storytelling, while FeatherHeads
Haokui, a Tangkhul Naga folk band, delivered
lively renditions that celebrated the oral
traditions of the Tangkhul tribe.
Adding a traditional touch was the graceful
Peacock Dance (Kaa Kingnara Kingnari) from
Arunachal Pradesh, which showcased the beauty
and elegance of Tai Khamti culture. The festival’s
final act, Imnainla Jamir, an exceptional electric
guitarist from Nagaland, brought a modern twist
to the celebration. Her performance blended
Western music with Indian influences,
embodying the fusion of tradition and
innovation that defines the artistic spirit of
Northeast India.
The Ashtalakshmi Mahotsav not only celebrated
the traditions and cultural heritage of Northeast
India but also provided a significant platform
for these states to gain broader national
recognition. Through its rich array of
performances, exhibitions, and culinary
delights, the festival strengthened the cultural
bonds between India’s diverse regions and
highlighted the immense potential of the
northeastern states. It was a tribute to the spirit
and resilience of the people of the Northeast
India, whose contributions continue to enrich
the nation’s cultural and social fabric.

��������	
���
���	�
�
�����������
���
�����	
�	�

�+��
�+�
�
'�+4,
4
+)��
1�()��)(�.

����2-
�����+�
�-
�,�,)(��
(�

�&��&-
��+�-,�
/��)3
()-�+�
���,(�,
�2&�


��)��-)1,����

�,/(,3,�
(����
�3)-4
3)-��+������
�����)

/
,(�2-)
��-�(
�,)(
�
-��)/(,�,)(!

����
%����� %�"��4����%�9�ABAC���������������$�����%5����5���$����9���%���������������������%�����%����%��������
���������%����5������������������������������$����������������%%��������2������4��$���"����(�8������5�%�	%� ��	��	�!� �

*+,#	-.).$#	/#�!"01	)!	),!1#
�,!	/#��#(#	�"	),#	/#�.)�	!-

),#�$	�$#�&12

D ��#�"!$	�!!1#(#�)



	�����
*���+���

�������
?,3�.)&�-�
��.�*
(���)�4
'��
�3-,�(�5
/)��)��)4�)(�E��+)&���
(���
��*,�+
+,4!!!�+����)����*+)�/,1��.)&��+�,-

3))��/,1��.)&��+�,-�+�
-�@
D�����
-��+
1�= ,�������
$���*���
!"�
-.-/

Chanakyapuri, Delhi’s diplomatic
enclave, has welcomed a new
culinary star, Boya Restaurant. This
contemporary dining destination
promises a delightful experience

that blends innovative gastronomy with an
inviting ambience. Helmed by the celebrated
Chef Augusto, who is both the Executive Chef
and Chief Operating Officer (COO), Boya has
quickly become a beacon for food
connoisseurs and culinary adventurers alike.

'��(.0&'�/�30�04&��5'.0�5$
“Boya represents my vision of creating a
dining experience that celebrates authenticity
while embracing creativity,” shares Chef
Augusto. “Every dish on the menu has been
crafted with passion, ensuring that it tells a
story, evokes an emotion, and leaves a
memorable impression.” True to his words, the
menu at Boya is a masterpiece that showcases
an eclectic mix of global flavours with a
modern twist.
The restaurant’s menu is a symphony of
carefully curated dishes that highlight seasonal
ingredients and culinary finesse. Signature
offerings include the succulent Charcoal-
Grilled Lamb Cutlets infused with exotic spices
and the delicately balanced Miso-Glazed Black
Cod, a dish that perfectly marries sweet and
savoury notes. Vegetarians will rejoice at the
Truffle-Scented Wild Mushroom Risotto, which
Augusto describes as “a warm embrace in a
bowl.”
“For me, food is more than just sustenance; it’s
an art form,” Chef Augusto explains. “Every

ingredient is chosen with care, and every
preparation is a homage to its origin.” This
ethos is evident in every bite, where the
harmony of textures and flavours takes centre
stage.
An Ambience That Speaks Volumes
The allure of Boya extends beyond its food.
The restaurant’s design is a visual treat that
complements the culinary journey it offers.
With its understated elegance, Boya combines
modern architecture with subtle cultural
motifs. The interiors are adorned with warm,
earthy tones, ambient lighting, and bespoke
art pieces that create an atmosphere of refined
comfort.
“We wanted Boya to be more than just a place
to eat,” says Chef Augusto. “It’s a space where
people can connect, celebrate, and create

memories.” This philosophy resonates
throughout the establishment, from the
welcoming staff to the thoughtful table
settings.
The open kitchen design adds another layer of
intrigue, allowing diners to witness the chefs
in action. The theatrical display of culinary
craftsmanship not only enhances the dining
experience but also reinforces the
transparency and authenticity that Boya
embodies.

'�%4'�%�%4���'�%�1'&�60�
Boya’s beverage programme is equally
impressive, featuring a curated selection
of wines, artisanal cocktails, and non-
alcoholic options. The Sommelier’s
Selection highlights rare vintages and
regional specialities, while the signature
cocktails, like the Citrus Bloom Martini
and Smoked Maple Old Fashioned, are
crafted to perfection.
“Our drinks menu is an extension of
our culinary philosophy,” Augusto
notes. “It’s about balance, creativity,
and ensuring every sip
complements the flavours on the
plate.” The mocktails, such as the
refreshing Basil Lemonade and the
exotic Lychee Rose Fizz, are equally
delightful, catering to diverse palates.

'��4.'$5��'&$�'&%0�0�'%04&
Despite its recent launch, Boya has
already garnered acclaim from critics and
patrons. Food enthusiasts have praised

the restaurant for its innovative menu and
impeccable service. Many have also
commended Chef Augusto’s ability to create an
experience that feels both luxurious and
personal.
“The response has been overwhelming,” says
Augusto. “It’s heartening to see diners
appreciate the effort and thought we’ve put
into Boya. For us, this is just the beginning.”

'�1(�%730�0%�$5�%0&'%04&
Whether you’re a seasoned foodie or simply
looking for a memorable meal, Boya

Restaurant is a destination that should be
on your radar. With its exceptional menu,
stunning ambience, and the genius of
Chef Augusto at the helm, Boya is set to
redefine the dining landscape in Delhi.
“Boya is not just a restaurant; it’s a

celebration of life, flavours, and
togetherness,” Augusto
concludes. “We’re here to create

moments that linger long
after the last bite.”
In a city teeming with
culinary options, Boya
shines bright as a
testament to what
passion, creativity, and
excellence can achieve.

Make your reservations
soon, this is one dining

experience you won’t
want to miss.

Under the open sky and
also for people loving
indoors, Blaq and

Wyte in the Defence Colony,
opens its doors to a chilling
concept for the food and
party lovers. With a unique
concept of both daytime and
evening preferences with flair
and sophistication one side
of the place is Blaq and the
other is referred to as Wyte.
With doors above the urban
hustle, Blaq and Wyte
promises a meal and a mood with
slices of the heavens on both sides.
Blaq’s menu specialises in Pan
Asian cuisine, featuring signature
dishes like crunchy iceberg
vegetable dumplings, Chengdu
Lamb, and Tuna Tataki. By day,
Blaq is a refined dining
destination, but after 9 PM, it
transforms into a lively party
space with led displays and Asian-
inspired cocktails, creating a
nightlife experience.
On the other hand, the Wyte offers
a contrasting and complementary atmosphere
as a day-themed chill cafe and restro-bar. Wyte
features Mediterranean cuisine, serving dishes
like Lamb Adana Kebab, Mezze Platter, and
Stuffed Cannelloni. Wyte provides a relaxed,
airy ambiance that’s perfect for casual
gatherings or unwinding over a leisurely meal.

Its bright and inviting decor
makes Wyte an ideal daytime
spot for savouring a curated
selection of Italian and
Mediterranean dishes in a

laid-back setting.
“The Blaq’s interiors feature black

and gold, highlighting how black
enhances the prominence of

other colours. Our vision
was that without black,
other colours wouldn't

stand out as much. Blaq
evolved into a proper party

destination after 9–10 p.m,
catering to Delhi’s party crowd.
However, we noticed a demand
from guests seeking a more
relaxed and conversational
ambiance. That inspired Wyte,
chill space with subdued music
where guests can unwind, enjoy
their food and drinks, and
connect.” said Nikhil Sharma,
Founder of Blaq and Wyte.
Together, the place offers a great
chill time from day to night
bringing its own unique flair and

appeal to Delhi’s upscale dining scene.
Whether it’s a relaxed afternoon at Wyte or an
elegant, vibrant evening at Blaq, guests are
invited to explore both spaces and embrace the
full range of experiences offered in this
exceptional dual dining destination.
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Step into Basko, the newly launched culinary bar in Noida,
where ambiance, impeccable service and gastronomic
artistry converge to create an unparalleled dining

experience. Perched on a stunning rooftop, Basko exudes
contemporary elegance with its warm, inviting interiors that
seamlessly transition from a relaxed
daytime haven to an energetic evening
hotspot.
Basko’s menu is a curated journey
across global cuisines, featuring
standout dishes like the Lebanese
Breaking Balloon, a feast for both
the eyes and palate, and the
Balochistan Raan, a richly spiced
lamb delicacy slow-cooked to
perfection. Adventurous foodies will
love the Basko Surf & Turf Wingsand
the umami-packed Sesame Crusted
Tofu with Teriyaki Glaze.
The handcrafted cocktail program
elevates the experience further, with
offerings like the Basko Ball, blending
buttery popcorn flavors with refreshing
twists, and the Picante Twist, a fiery
delight for spice lovers. Each sip is as
inventive as it is indulgent.
With its exceptional service, vibrant social
atmosphere, and thoughtfully curated events,
including live performances and exclusive
launches, Basko is redefining Noida’s dining and
entertainment scene. It’s more than a restaurant;
it’s a destination where every visit feels like
a celebration.
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Delhiites experienced a rare
glimpse of Peru's vibrant
culture and cuisine during the

Peru Festival, organised by the
Embassy of Peru in Delhi. The
event was inaugurated by H.E.
Mr. Javier Manuel Paulinich
Velarde, Ambassador of Peru to
India, who kicked off a week-
long celebration promising an
immersive journey into the
culinary and cultural treasures
of the South American nation.
Held at Le Méridien, the festival
quickly became a highlight for
food enthusiasts, culture lovers, and
those passionate about exploring
global traditions. The grand
inauguration set an engaging tone,
featuring mesmerising performances of
traditional Peruvian music that captivated
attendees. The event was launched by the
distinguished ambassador alongside senior
executives of Le Méridien, underscoring the
shared values of cultural exchange and
hospitality.
The heart of the Peru Festival lay in its culinary
offerings, curated by renowned Peruvian Chef Julio

Castillo. Guests indulged in an authentic menu
featuring iconic dishes such as ceviche, lomo

saltado, anticuchos, and ají de gallina. Dessert
lovers enjoyed classics like suspiro a la

limeña and picarones, paired with
traditional beverages such as pisco
sour and chicha morada.
Chef Castillo highlighted Peru's rich
and diverse culinary heritage,
shaped by Indigenous, Spanish,
African, and Asian influences.

"Food is the soul of our culture,
and we're thrilled to share this
with the world," he said.
Le Méridien's Marketing

Manager Gitanshu Jetly echoed this
sentiment, stating, "The Peru Festival

exemplifies our commitment to
celebrating global cultures and connecting

our guests to enriching experiences. This
partnership allows us to bring the vibrancy of

Peru's heritage to our guests in a unique and
memorable way."
The Peru Festival was an instant hit, drawing
crowds eager to savour the sights, sounds, and
tastes of Peru. The event offered Delhiites an
opportunity to immerse themselves in the
essence of Peruvian culture without leaving the

city-a chance that visitors embraced
wholeheartedly.

for what was to come. Then, guests
were treated to Khasta and Aloo –
the crisp, golden kachoris paired
with tangy potatoes in a tomato
gravy, a comforting prelude to the
main course.
For the grand finale, the Zaffrani
Biryani emerged as the hero –
tender meat and fragrant rice slow-
cooked under a blanket of saffron-
infused steam, capturing the
essence of Awadhi luxury. The
Nihari, a slow-cooked stew of
tender meat, braised overnight with
aromatic spices, was a hearty winter
delight, while the vegetarian dishes
like Lauki Musallam – a stuffed
gourd in a rich gravy – and the
fresh, zingy Nimona, stole the
spotlight.
The evening ended with the
indulgent Phirni, a saffron-
flavoured rice pudding crowned
with dry fruits and silver warq,
served in charming earthenware
bowls.
Chef Mansi’s Lucknowi Dawat was
not just a meal, but a celebration of
culture, heritage, and culinary
craftsmanship, a truly magical
experience at Tamra, where
tradition and innovation met with
warmth and hospitality.
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If you’ve ever found yourself
dreaming of a regal feast fit for
royalty, look no further than the

heart of Lucknow, brought to life at
Tamra, Shangri-La Eros New Delhi.
Here, home chef Mansi, a culinary
prodigy from the UP Khatri
community, delighted food lovers
with an exquisite journey through
Lucknowi Dawat, a celebration of
Awadhi cuisine, reimagined with a
deeply rooted respect for tradition.
Chef Mansi, whose expertise in
authentic Awadhi flavours is
steeped in generations of family
recipes, hosted a unique pop-up
event at the renowned international
cuisine restaurant. Her cooking,
inspired by the women of her
family, honoured the vegetarian
traditions of her community while
introducing a delightful array of
North Indian delicacies. Focusing
on slow cooking and seasonal
ingredients, she brought life to
every dish, from the rich Zaffrani
Biryani to the soul-soothing Dal.
The evening began with Shammi
Kababs, delicate, spiced patties of
minced meat, their tender texture
and bold flavours setting the stage
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St. James’ Court, a luxurious retreat
nestled in the heart of Westminster,
exudes an irresistible charm that
makes it a favourite among the
glitterati. This opulent hotel
seamlessly blends grandeur with the
warmth of Indian hospitality, creating

a setting that feels as if it’s been plucked straight
from a glamorous film set.
Celebrities such as the Bachchans, Ajay Devgan,
Sunil Shetty and Manisha Koirala have often
sought solace here, drawn by its enchanting
ambience and impeccable service. From the
moment you enter its grand lobby, the elegance of
marble floors and the soft glow of chandeliers
whisk you into a world of sophistication. The
melodious strains of a grand piano fill the air,
offering a romantic atmosphere perfect for both
lively conversations and intimate moments. Cosy
nooks adorned with vibrant artworks provide
ideal spots for quiet reflection or a relaxing chat
over chai, making the hotel a discreet haven for
stars escaping the public eye.

A Serene Oasis of Elegance

The hotel’s fairy-tale-like courtyard, shared
with the adjacent Taj 51 Buckingham Gate,
offers a tranquil oasis featuring a

picturesque fountain encircled by lush greenery.
It’s an ideal setting for celebrity sightings or
impromptu photoshoots. This serene
environment allows guests to unwind, far
removed from the city’s hustle and bustle, making
it a sanctuary for those seeking both luxury and
tranquillity.
The accommodation at St. James’ Court is a
sensory delight, blending modern design with
Indian elegance. Rich textiles and intricate details

evoke the splendour of royal living, ensuring
guests a sumptuous retreat after a day of
exploring. A standout feature is the renowned Jiva
Spa, where rejuvenating treatments transport
visitors into a state of bliss, proving that relaxation
here is an art form perfected.
Conveniently located just a ten-minute stroll
from Victoria Station, the hotel is a prime base for
discovering London’s iconic attractions.
Landmarks such as Westminster Abbey and Big
Ben are just a leisurely walk away, while St. James’s
Park offers stunning views and peaceful
pathways. This enchanting locale has not only
captured the hearts of tourists but also
photographers and filmmakers seeking
inspiration.

Where Bollywood Glamour Meets
Exquisite Cuisine

Dining at St. James’ Court is a culinary
adventure designed to impress even the
most discerning Bollywood stars. With an

array of dining options, each venue celebrates
global cuisines with a touch of flair.
TH@51 Restaurant & Bar delivers an
international menu catering to diverse palates,
making it a hotspot for both locals and globe-
trotting celebrities. For a quintessentially British
experience, Kona reimagines afternoon tea with
innovative themes that are as Instagram-worthy
as they are delicious.
For authentic Chinese cuisine, The House of Ming
offers a menu inspired by Sichuan and Cantonese
traditions, guaranteed to captivate any A-lister.
Meanwhile, the Michelin-starred Quilon presents
a vibrant tribute to the culinary treasures of
India’s southwest coast, each dish weaving a story
that could easily inspire a Bollywood screenplay.

For those drawn to adventurous Indian flavours, a
short cab ride to the Bombay Brasserie unveils a
modern twist on traditional recipes, reminiscent
of a Bollywood blockbuster reinterpreting a
classic tale.
As evening falls, the Hamptons Bar beckons with
masterfully crafted cocktails, set against the
soothing melodies of a resident pianist. In the
summer, the TH@51 Courtyard transforms into a
magical alfresco dining venue, complete with
fairy lights, offering an experience straight out of
a romantic Bollywood scene.

Blending Indian Hospitality with
British Elegance

St. James’ Court not only boasts exceptional
cuisine but also offers beautifully appointed
rooms and suites that balance luxury with

comfort. Thoughtfully designed, these spaces are
perfect for families and friends, echoing the
ensembles often seen in Bollywood films.
With its unique combination of Indian hospitality
and British sophistication, St. James’ Court has
earned its place as a favourite among Bollywood’s
elite. It is more than just a luxury hotel; it is an
elegant canvas capturing the essence of a magical
getaway.
For stars who seek not only opulence but also a
serene escape from the crowds, St. James’ Court
stands as a testament to comfort, charm, and an
unforgettable London experience.
Where? 54 Buckingham Gate, London SW1E
6AF, United Kingdom

— Rupali Dean, awarded ‘Best Food Writer 
in the Country’ by the Indian Culinary Forum,
WACS, and the Ministry of Tourism, writes on

food and travel

Sri Lanka beckons, a land
where vibrant city life is in
synergy with calming pulse of
pristine beaches. Adding to
the Sri Lankan hospitality is a

luxury wellness haven, Jetwing
Lagoon, a signature masterpiece
originally envisioned in 1965 by
legendary architect Geoffrey Bawa, as
his first resort design project.

REVIVE. REJUVENATE REFLECT
Nestled between the quiet Negombo
lagoon and the gorgeous Indian
Ocean, this luxury wellness resort
embraces the serenity of the inland
waters for a perfect island retreat. 
As I step in, a feeling of calm and
peace embraces me. I walk from the
reception towards the suites, crossing
the centrepiece 100 metre swimming
pool which boasts of being one of the
largest in the region. To my utmost
pleasure, I have the company of one
pretty egret following me in the
garden. She stops when I go towards
the staircase as my suite is located on
the first floor. We look at each other
conveying the message of ‘see you’
later. 
Suites here are epitome of luxury and
mine is lagoon facing while featuring
all modern amenities. With the
sunrise, I look forward to my bespoke
wellness plan which begins with yoga
and meditation session. And yes,
meeting my friend once again in the
garden. 
There is something about the air at
the resort that comforts, heals, and
brings in peace. An in-house Senior
Ayurvedic Physician, Dr. Gayathri
Nissanka awaits, ready to curate a
wellness plan following a
personalised consultation.

WELLNESS ETHOS 
Dr Gayathri explains, “At Jetwing
Lagoon, the Wellness Experience is
thoughtfully crafted around five key
pillars: Mindfulness, Nutrition,
Movement, Rest, and Community.

The wellness packages integrate these
pillars, ensuring that every guest
embarks on a transformative journey
that inspires lasting lifestyle changes.
From slow flow yoga and meditation
sessions, luxurious spa treatments,
age-old ayurvedic treatments, and
nourishing wellness cuisine, we
provide a comprehensive approach to
rebalancing and restoring your body,
mind, and spirit.”

MINDFUL DINING
Dining at the Resort is a journey
through a wholesome culinary
experience. Designed to nourish the
body, mind, and spirit in harmony
with serene surroundings, wellness
cuisine is at the heart of the culinary
philosophy at Jetwing Lagoon. The
culinary philosophy focuses on the
use of fresh, natural, and nutrient-
rich ingredients, thoughtfully
prepared to enhance health, vitality,
and balance. Every dish is crafted
with care, prioritising plant-based
whole foods while also offering lean
meats and seafood, ensuring a diverse

menu that caters to a variety of
dietary preferences. There is a
commitment towards preserving the
integrity of each ingredient, avoiding
processed foods and artificial
additives.
Set within the tranquil surroundings
of the resort, ‘Blue Lagoon’ restaurant
lives up to its name with a spacious,
serene setting that overlooks the
stunning Negombo Lagoon. Inspired
by the impressive length of the
swimming pool, ‘100 Meters’ is the
Poolside Bar with a menu as
extensive as its name. Have your pick
from tropical cocktails and mocktails,
or from a range of international
beverages and spirits. Here at the
Pool Bar, you will also find refreshing
station, featuring fresh juices,
smoothies, detox beverages, and
selected mocktails. 
‘Pier Dining’ turned out to be my

favourite. On a cloudy evening, I
chose to dine at the table set up right
at the edge of gentle waters of the
Negombo Lagoon. An open-air setup
on a private pier that extends out into

the open expanse of the lush
landscapes is truly a memorable
experience. 

THE LOCAL NARRATIVE 
Step out of the resort and explore
fascinating tales of Negombo and its
surrounding regions. 
For the birding enthusiasts, a journey
through the historic Dutch canals
that lead to the famed mangroves of
Muthurajawela in the south, or the
lush open sanctuary of
Anawilundawa to the north are great
natural aviaries abound with a
number of endemic and migratory
species that can be spotted on special
excursions. For the adventure
seekers, there are water sports to
indulge in adrenalin-filled
experiences on a sunny Negombo
afternoon.
Take a city tour and discover history
and culture at every turn. How the
ruined Dutch Fort reflects Negombo’s
colonial legacy, while the bustling
Lellama Fish Market pays tribute to
its roots as a traditional fishing
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“With luxurious villa-styled
rooms sprawling expansively

in a harmonious blend of
tropical modernism, spaces
bathed in natural light and

lush gardens that transcends
the calm of the gentle waters,
Jetwing Lagoon is a sanctuary
of peace and tranquility for a

wellness getaway that
rebalances, restores and

revives.”
ROMELLO PERERA 

General Manager, Jetwing Lagoon

“Besides therapies we also
curate specific meals that

align with guests’ individual
health goals. For a more

interactive experience, we let
guests join the chefs in

preparing nutritious dishes,
offering a hands-on journey
into wellness cooking. This
immersive approach allows

you to savor the satisfaction of
dining on meals you’ve crafted
yourself. Such experiences go
beyond just dining-they offer a
chance to connect with nature,
embrace wellness, and enjoy
mindful eating in the tranquil

atmosphere of Jetwing
Lagoon.”

DR. GAYATHRI
NISSANKA

Senior Ayurvedic Physician,
Jetwing Lagoon
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village. I was not surprised
why Negombo is also fondly
known as ‘Little Rome’ as it is
home to outstanding
collection of churches. Also,
do not miss the 300-year old
Angurukaramulla Temple,
which abounds in a number of
ancient murals while a large
Buddha statue stands as an
icon prominently. 

TO CONCLUDE
In this serene environment,
worries melt away as you
prepare to embark on a
transformative journey. So go
ahead and discover an iconic
sanctuary meticulously
designed to welcome guests
seeking rejuvenation amidst
luxe pampering.

“The culinary experience at Jetwing
Lagoon goes beyond taste-it is about

embracing a mindful approach to
eating that supports your overall well-

being. From vibrant salads and
nourishing soups to revitalising

juices and herbal teas, our menu is
designed to rejuvenate your senses
and restore your energy, creating a
holistic dining journey that aligns

with the tranquil ethos of our resort.”
ROHAN FERNANDO

Executive Chef, Jetwing Lagoon
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‘Food is just a part of a balanced
diet’ … For us it is about what
goes into it and how we consume

it - a spiritual act.
Across cultures and beliefs, the spiritual
significance of food mirrorsthe deep
connection between us, nature,
nourishment,and the divine. It is the
‘Sutradhar’ the common thread running
through belief systems, occasions,
connect of self with nature, community
sharing, mindfulness, and holistic
wellbeing.
In Christianity, the Eucharist involves the
symbolic consumption of bread and
wine, representing the body and blood of
Christ.
In Sanatan Dharma,
Annaprashnasignifies the initiation of
feeding the first grain to a babyaccording
to family customs.
The spiritual purport of variety and
ingredients - cooked rice as the
beginning of life, variety of fruits
forNaivedyam or Bhog to God as a
gratitude to Him being the provider,
clarified butter (ghee) in rituals
symbolizes the cosmic connect.
Cinnamon and cloves signify energy
givers and absorbers, sweets for
auspicious beginnings, Ganesh Chaturthi
brings in ModhakandTeej / Raksha
Bandhanannounces Ghewar. Pongal (the
festival)beckons Pongal - The
dish,DhokarDalnarings in Puja festivities
in Bengal.

Simple water is so inspiringly sacrosanct
- ‘Mindfulness and Gratitude’ -
Sprinkling water with recitation of
mantras (invoking the divine within), is a
way of seeking blessings, purifying
oneself &the food making us more
receptive eating - to be aware and present
during meals bringing sanctity.
Festivals ring in the community sharing
embodying principles of generosity and
hospitality. 
A recommended spiritual practise
isUpavasa(Staying near Oneness) or
abstinence from food signifyinga direct
connect to the Self- an act of self-

discipline and sacrifice abstaining from
all the four forms chewing, licking,
swallowing, and drinking.Going within
to Purge and Purify for heightened
awareness.
As per Vedic traditions, food is
intertwined with spiritual evolution and
the attainment of higher consciousness.
In the Taittiriya Upanishad, the concept
of “Annam Brahma”(Food is Para
Brahman - The One and Only
Supreme)encapsulates that foodis not
just material sustenance but embodying
the divine consciousness (Para
Brahman). Taking our connect with

Annam to another level of spiritual
awareness.
Everyday offering to God is Bhog or
Naivedyam. Central to Vedic rituals is
Yajna(rituals with sacred fire and
mantras)- where offerings, including
food, are made into the sacred fire as a
deference to the Deities. Krishna explains
in the Bhagavat Gita …: 
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‘All beings are born from and subsist on
food. Food is produced by rains. Rains
arise from the performance of sacrifice
(Yajna), and sacrifice is produced by the
performance of prescribed duties.’

A brilliant explanation of the
interrelationbetween food, sustenance
(rain), and the performance of sacrificial
duties (Yajna).
We are what we consume. The idea of
Ahara (food) and Vihara (lifestyle) -
Sattvic(simple) Aharaand Spiritual
Evolution in Ayurveda is exceptional.
Everything is composed of 5 basic
elements (Pancha Mahabhootas),-Earth
(Prithvi), Water (Appu), Fire (Teja), Air
(Vayu) Ether (Akasha). So, the
Panchabhuta components of ingested
food nourishes their respective elements
in the body. Correct Ahara is the best
medicine - essentially sayingthat Ahara
and Vihara are agreeableto metabolism
and constitution of an individual. 

The gunas qualities of sattvic foodis
considered to promote clarity of mind
and spiritual growth. The Bhagavad Gita
describes this as
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‘Foods that promotes life span, purity,
increase virtue, strength, health,
happiness, and satisfaction, which are
juicy, succulent, wholesome, naturally
tasteful, nourishing and pleasing to the
heart, are dear to those in the mode of
purity, goodness and righteousness
(Sattva).’

Consuming Sattvic food supports
physical health, nurtures a harmonious
state of mind for spiritual practice.
Food is Prasadawhen consumed with
piety-with Blessings and Gratitude
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“All that you do, you eat, you offer as
oblation &gift, and all austerities that you
perform, do them as an offering to Me’

Surrendering of one’s actions, including
that of consuming food, as a pious
offering fosters spiritual growth.
It is not food and eating. It is spiritually
evolving with masterful compositionsof
gratitude, mindfulness, self-discipline,
interweaving us with nature and divine
awareness. It is about ‘Prana’ - The Life
Force.
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