
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

In a significant administrative move,
the Andhra Pradesh government
has appointed K Vijayanand, IAS
(1992), as the new Chief Secretary
of the State. Vijayanand, who cur-
rently serves as the
Special Chief Secretary
in the Energy
Department, will take
over from Neerabh
Kumar Prasad, IAS
(1987), who is set to
retire on December 31,
2024, upon reaching
the age of superannu-
ation.

Upon his appointment,
Vijayanand met Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu, expressing
his gratitude for the opportunity to
serve as the Chief Secretary. He also
thanked Deputy Chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan, Minister for IT &
Electronics Nara Lokesh, Energy

Minister Gottipati Ravi Kumar, and
other Cabinet ministers for their
support and guidance.

Vijayanand assured that he would
strive to implement the Chief
Minister’s vision of inclusive growth
and development, with a focus on

the backward regions
and weaker sections of
society. He also
acknowledged his
predecessor Neerabh
Kumar Prasad’s dedi-
cation to the State’s
developmental efforts.

Vijayanand has held
several key positions in
the State, including

Chairman and Managing Director
of APTRANSCO and Chairman of
APGENCO. His leadership in the
energy sector has been marked by
swift resolutions to power-related
issues, both within Andhra Pradesh
and neighbouring southern states. 

PNS n SRIHARIKOTA

The countdown for ISRO's Space
Docking Experiment onboard a
PSLV rocket on Monday that would
be a key milestone in India's space
programme, commenced on Sunday
evening, the space agency said.
A cost-effective technology demon-
strator mission for in-space docking,
it would make India join an elite list
featuring China, Russia and the
US.
ISRO has scheduled the lift-off of the
PSLV-C60 rocket, at 9.58 pm from
the first launch pad at this spaceport
here on December 30 and it would
carry SpaDeX with two spacecraft as
the primary payloads along with 24
secondary payloads.
"PSLV-C60/SpaDeX Mission Launch
countdown commenced at 9 pm" on
Sunday, an ISRO official told PTI.
The in-space docking technology
would be essential for taking up

India's ambitions in space including
sending human to the Moon, bring-
ing samples from there, and also
building and operating India's own
space station- Bharatiya Antariksh

Station.
The docking technology would also
be utilised when multiple rocket
launches are planned to achieve
common mission objectives.

ISRO said the two spacecraft in the
PSLV rocket-- Spacecraft A (SDX01)
and Spacecraft B (SDX02) would be
placed in an orbit that would keep
them 5 km apart from each other.
Later, scientists at ISRO headquar-
ters would try to bring them closer
up to 3 metre which would subse-
quently lead them for merging
together at an altitude of about
470km above Earth.
The process is expected to take place
about 10-14 days after the scheduled
lift-off on Monday, ISRO officials
said.
In the SpaDeX mission, Spacecraft
A carries a High Resolution Camera,
while Spacecraft B has Miniature
Multispectral Payload and a
Radiation Monitor Payload. These
payloads would provide high reso-
lution images, natural resource mon-
itoring, vegetation studies among
others.
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Thanks to the Narendra Modi

Government for inviting tenders

for the construction of Triple-R

roads. This is a Sankranti gift to

the people of Telangana from the

Centre. It is estimated

that the construction of

the Triple-R roads

will cost around Rs

18,000 crore, and

the Centre is

ready to bear

this expense 

- Bandi Sanjay Kumar,, 
Union Minister of State for Home Affairs

The Jeju Air plane crashed

while landing in the town of

Muan, about 290 kilometres

south of Seoul. The Transport

Ministry said the plane was a

15-year-old Boeing 737-800

jet that had arrived from

Bangkok and that the crash

happened at 9:03 am. A total

of 179 people — 85 women,

84 men and 10 others whose

genders weren't immediately

identifiable — died in the fire,

the South Korean fire agency

said.

PNS n SEOUL

A passenger plane skidded off a runway
at a South Korean airport Sunday,
slammed into a concrete fence and burst
into flames after its front landing gear
apparently failed to deploy. All but two of
the 181 people on board died in one of
the country's worst aviation disasters.
The Jeju Air plane crashed while landing
in the town of Muan, about 290
kilometres south of Seoul. The Transport
Ministry said the plane was a 15-year-
old Boeing 737-800 jet that had arrived
from Bangkok and that the crash
happened at 9:03 am.

A total of 179 people — 85 women, 84
men and 10 others whose genders
weren't immediately identifiable — died
in the fire, the South Korean fire agency
said. Emergency workers pulled two
people, both crew members, to safety.
Health officials said they are conscious
and not in life-threatening condition.
Among the 177 bodies so far found,
officials have so far identified 88 of them,
the fire agency said. The passengers
were predominantly South Korean, as
well as two Thai nationals. Thailand's
Foreign Ministry said its embassy in
Seoul received confirmation from South
Korean authorities that the two Thai

passengers were among the fatalities.
The fire agency deployed 32 fire trucks
and several helicopters to contain the
blaze. About 1,570 firefighters, police
officers, soldiers and other officials were
also sent to the site, according to the fire

agency and transport ministry.
Footage of the crash aired by
South Korean television
channels showed the plane
skidding across the airstrip at
high speed, 

Cabinet panel fails to arrive at consensus on guidelines

No headway on Rythu Bharosa
KOLISHETTY VENKATESHWARLU
venkat.k.warlu@gmail.com
n HYDERABAD

The Cabinet Sub-Committee on
the Rythu Bharosa Scheme has not
yet arrived at a consensus on Rythu
Bharosa guidelines.

It is learnt that the Committee will
meet again and that the members of
the Cabinet Sub-Committee had

heated arguments on whether ‘to
give Rythu Bharosa sops to taxpay-
ers.’ 

It is learnt that the Cabinet Sub-
Committee analysed the proposed
Rythu Bharosa conditions and its
political impact.

It is learnt that a member of the
Cabinet Sub-Committee objected to
the condition not to give Rythu
Bharosa to taxpayers saying that

there are lakhs of taxpayers in the
SCCL belt which covers the former
districts of Khammam, Karimnagar
and Adilabad and that it will dam-
age the interests of the Congress if
such conditions are imposed.

It is learnt that the Cabinet Sub-
Committee arrived at a consensus
only on one proposed condition, that
is, Rythu Bharosa should be given to
cultivated lands.

However, the Committee asked
officials to prepare reports on the
basis of information collected from
across the state in the past and sub-
mit it to the Cabinet Sub-
Committee.

The Cabinet Sub-Committee dis-
cussed several issues on Sunday at
the Secretariat. The Committee dis-
cussed the guidelines to identify
farmers eligible for the Rythu
Bharosa scheme. The Cabinet Sub-
Committee will submit its recom-
mendations to the Cabinet after
meeting once again.

The Committee discussed the
way the scheme was being imple-
mented from the time it was
launched. It also discussed the opin-
ions of farmers collected from across
the state when the Committee mem-
bers toured the state. They also dis-
cussed the information the officials
collected, it is learnt.

179 people perish
in South Korea

Ministers--Duddilla Sridhar Babu, Tummala Nageshwara Rao, Bhatti Vikramarka and Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy participates in Cabinet
Sub-Committee on Rythu Bharosa at Secretariat on Sunday

PNS n HYDERABAD

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
said the ‘people's government’s
objective is ‘Rising
Telangana’ and that the
dream is coming true. He
said the state has
achieved a proud rate of
growth in attracting
Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI).

Posting this on
Sunday on ‘X,’ the
CM said, “The
will of the people's
government is
“Rising Telangana” and that dream
is becoming true. From the first
month of swearing-in, we have

been visiting places like
Davos, the US, and South
Korea and trying to attract
investment and that is giv-
ing good results. Compared
to 2023 April – September

and 2024 April –
September, we have

achieved amazing
results. We regis-
tered a growth rate
of 33 per cent in
attracting foreign
direct investment
of Rs 12,864 crore.

This will lead to
job creation. This is

proof that our admin
works. Thanks everyone for con-
tributing to this.”

PNS n HYDERABAD

Roads and Buildings (R&B) Minister
Komatireddy Venkat Reddy said that
BRS MLA T. Harish Rao had asked
the government to appoint a Special
Investigation Team (SIT) to probe
the alleged irregularities in the
Outer Ring Road (ORR) lease ten-
ders only to fix former Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao
and his son KT Rama Rao.

Addressing the media on Sunday,
he said that Harish had

made the demand
only to fix his uncle
and cousin. The
Chief Minister
accepted Harish’s

demand and
h a d

ordered the constitution of a SIT to
probe the ORR lease scam, he
added.

Venkat made it clear the SIT will
probe the alleged irregularities in
granting the ORR lease and the law
will take its own course.

Targeting KTR, Venkat said that
thieves involved in the Formula E-Car
Racing were found and that the
thieves behind granting ORR lease ten-
ders would also be detected one day.

He said that the Regional Ring
Road (RRR) is a turquoise necklace
around Hyderabad city and that it
got Central permission in 2017.
However, it could not be complet-
ed as the BRS Government was in
deep slumber.

Venkat said that he had met the
Union Minister of Road Transport
and National Highways, Nitin
Gadkari, and had ensured that the
tender process for RRR North was
launched. He said the RRR road will
cover 50 per cent of Telangana and
the RRR will play a key role in the
development of Hyderabad.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Union Minister of State for Home
Affairs Bandi Sanjay Kumar
demanded that the state government
should pay students’ fee reimburse-
ment arrears before Sankranti.

He issued an ultimatum stating
that if this is not done, massive
protests will be launched after
Sankranti under the leadership of
Kishan Reddy. He also demanded
the immediate fulfilment of the
promise to fill two lakh posts in gov-
ernment service.

He said that the Congress failed
to fulfil any of the promises it made
in its ‘Youth Declaration.’ They did-
n’t even honour their commitment

to pay an unemployment allowance
of Rs 4,000. The government owes

each unemployed individual Rs
48,000 in arrears. This must be paid
immediately, and the two lakh
vacancies filled. Otherwise, the BJP
will launch intense protests, Sanjay
warned.

Sanjay felicitated candidates who
had secured government jobs after
undergoing training at the ‘Deen
Dayal Coaching Centre,’ on Sunday
at his MP’s camp office in
Karimnagar. The coaching centre
was established by Sanjay.

Later, addressing the media, he
slammed the Congress Government
saying that the lack of fee reimburse-
ment is causing severe hardship to
lakhs of students.

TG dreams coming true: CM
Says state registered impressive results in attracting FDI

RRR is Modi govt’s gift to TG: Bandi
Demands govt to pay students’ fees before Sankranti

To launch spacecraft today

‘Harish wanted SIT probe into
ORR lease to fix KTR & KCR’
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CM to move
condolence motion

in Assembly
PNS n HYDERABAD

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
would move a condolence motion
expressing profound grief at the
demise of former Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh at a special ses-
sion of the Assembly on Monday.
The House will convey its deep sor-
row to the bereaved family.

Meanwhile, Speaker Gaddam
Prasada Kumar, Legislative Affairs
Minister Duddilla Sridhar Babu
and the Assembly Secretary exam-
ined arrangements for the
Assembly’s special session on
Sunday. They suggested that pre-
cautionary measures should be
taken to ensure 

Union Minister Bandi Sanjay addressing
the media at Karimnagar on Sunday
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Controversies that overshadowed
Telugu Cinema’s 

SUCCESS

‘Stay vigilant against

enemies’ ‘DOCTORS
AREN’T JUST LIFESAVERS;
THEY’RE HUMAN TOO’

Koneru Humpy
creates history
Grandmaster Koneru Humpy
capped a wonderful year for Indian
chess, defeating Irene Sukandar of
Indonesia to emerge the FIDE
Women’s World Rapid Chess
champion here on Sunday. Humpy
had won the event back in 2019 at
Georgia and the Indian No. 1 is
only the second player after
China’s Ju Wenjun to clinch the
title more than once. Humpy’s
achievement laced a sensational
year for the chess fraternity after D
Gukesh defeated China’s Ding
Liren to emerge champion in the
classical format World  ...
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Tech Centre to fix 
traffic issues 
The Greater Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC), in
collaboration with the Civil
Engineering Division of NIT
Warangal, is planning to establish
a Technology Centre to address
critical urban challenges such as
traffic congestion and drainage
management. This initiative aims
to deliver modern, practical and
sustainable solutions,
incorporating them at the planning
stage itself.  The Traffic and
Transportation division of the
centre will conduct in-depth ...

India to host first
WAVES Summit
India will host the World Audio
Visual Entertainment Summit
(WAVES) for the first time in
February next year which will be a
global platform for its creative
talents, fostering collaborations
and showcasing the country's
potential as a hub for world-class
content creation. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi spoke extensively
about the WAVES Summit in his
monthly 'Mann ki Baat' Radio
address on Sunday. Comparing
the WAVES to global events like
the World Economic Forum in
Davos, Modi said the...

India to boost power
generation, infra 
India will set up more coal-fired
and hydro-power plants and ramp
up transmission infrastructure to
achieve round-the-clock ‘Power for
All' in 2025, besides meeting rising
demand fueled by economic
expansion. To meet the growing
energy demand, the government
has devised a major plan for
power generation capacity addition
and the expansion of transmission
infrastructure. According to
Minister of State for Power
Shripad Yesso Naik, India can
definitely achieve ‘24x7’ power for
all with all the efforts...
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DDOONN’’TT MMIISSSS......

PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana DGP Jitender said on
Sunday that law would take its own
course in the case related to the
death of a woman in a stampede
here during the premiere show of
the blockbuster film 'Pushpa-2'.

Actor of the film Allu Arjun, is
an accused in this case.

Reacting to a query during a
year-end press conference here, the
top police officer, however, refused
to elaborate much, saying the mat-
ter is sub judice.

"The case is already under inves-
tigation. The court is also looking
into this. It is sub judice also.
Moreover, law will take its own
course. This is what I have to say.
Nothing more," Jitender said.

STAMPEDE CASE

Law will take
its course: DGP
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Countdown begins for ISRO's space docking experiment Vijayanand made AP's new CS



PNS n HYDERABAD

BRS MLC Kavitha delivered
a fiery speech in Nizamabad,
her first visit after her release
from jail, accusing the BJP
and the Congress of conspiring
to malign her and BRS
Working President KT Rama
Rao (KTR) through ‘false’ cases.
She asserted that no amount of
intimidation or legal harass-
ment would weaken the BRS’s
resolve. 

“Our blood doesn’t fear, it
ignites fear,” Kavitha declared,
vowing that BRS workers would
rise like sparks of fire against
political conspiracies. Claiming
that these ruling parties lack the
guts to confront K.
Chandrasekhar Rao (KCR), she
said they are  trying to intimi-
date her and her brother.

Earlier, Kavitha was wel-

comed by BRS leaders and
thousands of supporters. At
Indalwai toll plaza, prominent
leaders including MP KR

Suresh Reddy, former MLAs
Jeevan Reddy and Bajireddy
Govardhan, and district lead-
ers greeted her with garlands.

The BRS also organised a
massive rally led by Kavitha to
Subhash Nagar, where she paid
homage to the Telangana Talli
statue, reinforcing her commit-
ment to Telangana’s identity
and culture.  Kavitha accused
the BJP of targeting those who
oppose it with fabricated cases,
she blasted the TG Congress
Government for ‘authoritarian-
ism.’

She criticised Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy’s misuse of the
police, calling it “Congress-
friendly policing” instead of
“people-friendly governance.”
She added, “If we remain silent,
the government will not act,”
reaffirming the leadership of
KCR and the BRS. “We are the

ones who fought for Telangana
and achieved Statehood. We
will stand strong and fight for
the people,” Kavitha said.

Highlighting unfulfilled
promises like giving scooters to
women, providing a monthly
allowance of ?2,500, and gold
under the Kalyana Lakshmi
scheme, Kavitha urged people
to hold the Congress account-
able for betraying the public.
Kavitha slammed the state gov-
ernment’s failure to address
welfare concerns like hiking
pensions and employment
guarantees. Expressing outrage
over the deaths of 57 students
due to government negligence
in Gurukul schools, Kavitha
accused the Congress of endan-
gering their lives and futures. 

Addressing a large crowd in
Nizamabad, Kavitha also con-
demned the cultural erosion
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Monday Mirchi
POLITICAL GOSSIP BREWS AT WEDDING OF

TOP COP'S SON 
Politics makes strange bedfellows. And, it

is not a coincidence that the laidback
atmosphere at marriage functions provides
the perfect setting for broaching political
alliances (or signalling break-ups). The
wedding of a top cop's son, apart from being
a family affair in the company of near and
dear, became an unintended networking hub
for Bharatiya Janata Party and Congress lead-
ers. A little birdie tells us that amidst the cel-
ebrations; a Union Minister and a prominent
Telangana Minister were found engaged
deeply in a conversation. While the details
of their predictably juicy exchange remain
a matter of conjecture, onlookers within their
earshot could not help speculate the prob-
abilities. A little bird told us that it looked
intense-like they weren't just talking about
the wedding menu. Could this be a rare
moment of camaraderie, or was it political
chess being played under the canopy of fes-
tivity? Only time will tell!

KTR'S FORMULA E CASE TWIST SENDS
BABUS SCRAMBLING FOR COVER 

The latest twist to the Formula E case has
sent shockwaves through bureaucratic cor-
ridors, with Arvind Kumar's ordeal leaving
a lasting impact. Bureaucrats, normally
habituated to follow verbal directives, are
now insistent on obtaining written orders
from their political bosses, wary as they are
now of being caught in the political cross-
fire at any time in the future if not now.
Former minister KT Rama Rao, who had
once declared 'Ask me' on matters relating
to the probe, thus endorsing his camaraderie
with officials, took an unexpected stance
while filing his counter affidavit. He pinned
the blame squarely on departments for pro-
cedural lapses. He contended that any pro-
cedural irregularities in the execution of the
agreement were the responsibility of the offi-
cers concerned. Despite his political finesse,
even KTR admitted in court that ministers
don't handle procedures-a statement that has
further unsettled the bureaucracy. What had
started with MAUD Secretary Arvind
Kumar and the Chief Engineer being under
scrutiny has now spread to include other offi-
cers, notably from finance. "When blame
starts flying, it doesn't stop at one depart-
ment," an insider quipped. The political
drama may dominate headlines, but with-
in government offices, the atmosphere these
days is one of extreme caution and deep-seat-
ed distrust.

AVINASH MOHANTY BREAKS MOULD AND
LETS ACTIONS SPEAK LOUDER

At a time when publicity-hungry cops
never miss an opportunity to pose with
recoveries of booties after busting gangs of
property offenders or bull-dozing modified
bike silencers as if they went beyond their
call of duty;  Avinash Mohanty, the youngest
Police Commissioner, is rewriting the rule-
book, and it is not going unnoticed.
Steering clear of the spotlight, Mohanty gets
his team's Deputy Commissioners to hold
press conferences - in stark contrast to the
ways of his predecessors who basked in
media glare. "At the Commissioner level,
my job is to empower my team," Mohanty
told this correspondent, after the Annual
Press Meet. "It has been nearly two years,
but how many press meetings have you
actually seen me in?" While deigning to
attend the annual pressers, Mohanty has
extended his minimalist style to the annu-
al reports. Last year, he ditched the hefty
booklets for a single sheet encapsulating
vital statistics. This year, he pared it down
further: pure data, no frills. What if other
Commissionerates proudly display officer
headshots? "Why waste space with photos
when journalists need the facts?" a senior
officer under his command quipped.
Clearly, Mohanty is on a mission to let the
numbers do the talking. His quiet revolu-
tion has started making waves.

RANGANATH KEEPS THE IPS TRADITION
ALIVE AT HYDRAA

When it comes to year-end stock-tak-
ing of achievements, it is the in thing for
IPS fraternity. IAS officers do not have
much leeway in this grand tradition as
their verticals differ, apart from dissimi-
lar lines of authority. So, when A V
Ranganath, HYDRAA's dynamic chief,
rose to the occasion, the media already
knew what to expect-and he didn't disap-
point. Amid a subdued buzz in media cir-
cles, with some placing bets on whether
Ranganath would stick to the IPS script,
he did deliver and how! With his signature
style and precision, he turned HYDRAA's
annual review into a memorable event.
"Let's be honest, HYDRAA wouldn't have
had this flair if it was led by anyone else,"
a reporter conceded. True enough,
Ranganath didn't just live up to expecta-
tions; he reminded everyone why IPS offi-
cers cultivate a knack for making even a
simple report look grand.

--Yours truly

ALMANAC

Updated: December 29, 2024 5:00 PM

Forecast: Mostly Sunny
Temp: 31

oc

Humidity: 55%
Sunrise: 6:46 AM
Sunset: 5:52 PM

TODAY

HYDERABAD WEATHER

Month & Paksham: Krishna Paksha

Tithi: 
Amavasya: Dec 30 04:01 AM

to Dec 31 03:56 AM
Sukla Paksha
Pratipada: Dec 31 03:56 AM

to Jan 01 03:22 AM

Nakshatram: 
Moola: Dec 29 11:22 PM

to Dec 30 11:57 PM
Purva Ashadha: Dec 30 11:57 PM

to Jan 01 12:03 AM

Rahukalam: 8:11 AM to 9:34 AM

Yamagandam:  10:56 AM to 12:18 PM

Varjyam: 06:38 PM to 08:27 PM

Gulika: 1:41 PM to 3:03 PM

Amritakalam: 05:29 PM to 07:07 PM

Abhijit Muhurtham: 11:56 AM to 12:40 PM
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The BJP’s Medak MP, M.
Raghunandan Rao, asked BRS
MLC Kavitha to withdraw her
comment that the Centre is fil-
ing cases to intimidate BRS
leaders.

Extending solidarity to agi-
tating Samagra Shiksha con-
tract employees at Sangareddy
on Sunday, Raghunandan
asked Kavitha to explain what
connection the BJP and Prime
Minister Modi have with the
case filed against BRS MLA KT
Rama Rao.

The case filed against KTR

is for sending funds from the
exchequer to foreign coun-
tries for the Formula E-Car
Racing event without getting
the permission of the Election
Commission, the RBI and the
Centre, he said.

Reacting to the allegations of
Kavitha against the Centre
made at Nizamabad on
Sunday, he said that BRS lead-
ers are shedding crocodile
tears for BCs. He asked Kavitha
to reveal what connection she
has with BCs. “Why did
Kavitha speak for the BCs
when the BRS was in power for
10 years?” he asked.

Raghunandan pointed out
that the BRS government was
supposed to give 10 minister
posts to BCs. However, it gave
only two or three Minister
posts to BCs and Kavitha never
spoke about that, he said.

Describing the BRS as a
dead snake, Raghunandan
demanded that the BRS should
give its party president post or
the BRSLP leader post to a BC
if it is sincere.

“Why didn’t Kavitha speak
about the BC census when the
BRS was in power and why is
she speaking about that now,”
he said.

PNS n HYDERABAD

BRS MLA T. Harish Rao that
public safety is in shambles
under the Congress
Government. He said that
Telangana is witnessing a
shocking 22.5% surge in
crime, with a 28.94% rise in
rapes, with 2,945 cases regis-
tered in a year, that is, averag-
ing eight per day.

Posting about this on X
on Sunday,  he  said,
“Telangana is witnessing a
shocking 22.5% surge in
crimes, with a 28.94% rise in
rapes, that is, 2,945 cases
registered in a year, averag-
ing eight per day. There is an
82% jump in kidnapping
and abduct ion cases .
Women’s safety is at risk.
Public safety is in shambles
under  the  C ongress
Government. 

Heinous crimes like the
murder of retired bank man-

ager Ganga Reddy and his
wife in Amberpet (4 months
ago) and BRS leader Sridhar
Reddy (6 months ago)
remain unsolved. No arrests,
no justice. Over 163 major
crimes are unresolved, and
financial frauds worth ?10
crore have not been solved.
Telangana’s crime detection
rate of 31% is now worse
than Bihar’s 39%. 

The golden period for solv-
ing crimes—the first week
after the incident—is being
wasted. Victims and families
are left without justice while
criminals roam free. Police
inaction is alarming. Despite
the expertise of the Telangana
Police, governance failure
under CM @revanth anumu-
la who handles the Home
Ministry, is evident. Law and
order have deteriorated.
Instead of addressing public
safety and justice, the Congress
is busy politicking.”

PNS n HYDERABAD

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
praised students for demon-
strating skills like identifying
colours and reading words
blindfolded. The CM said that
steps should be taken to fos-
ter such skills in government
schools and residential
schools.

The CM visited Kanha
Shanti Vanam on Sunday and
inquired about the soft skills
which are being imparted to
children and students at the
Kanha Shanti Vanam in the
Kanha village of Nandigama
mandal in Rangareddy district.

Later, the Chief Minister

visited the Tree Conservation
Centre on the same premises.
The Shanti Vanam’s adminis-
trators explained to the CM
the procedures for the devel-
opment of various types of
trees and the cultivation of
plants.

The Chief Minister also
visited the rain forest which
has been developed at the
Shanti Vanam and also plant-
ed a Galibuda (Hildergardia
Populifolia) sapling at the
meditation centre. 

The CM’s Advisor, Vem
Narender Reddy, Government
Advisor Srinivasa Raju, MLA
Shankaraiah and senior offi-
cials were also present.

CM visits Kanha Shanti
Vanam, plants sapling

PNS n HYDERABAD

Stressing the vital role of par-
liamentary democracy in
empowering individuals,
Irrigation and Civil Supplies
Minister Capt. N. Uttam
Kumar Reddy said that India’s
democratic framework is the
foundation for realising the
dreams of commoners.

“We are fortunate that for 77
years after independence, par-
liamentary democracy has
continued to survive in India,
whereas democracy in most
neighbouring countries and
many other parts of the world
is limited,” he said.

“Parliamentary democracy
in India has given countless
individuals, including myself,
the opportunity to grow and
serve the nation. It’s a system
that we must cherish and pro-
tect,” he said during a lecture
at the Indian Institute of
Management (IIM)

Ahmedabad on Sunday.
Uttam praised IIM

Ahmedabad as one of the
leading business schools not
only in India but globally and
said it has produced alumni
who have reached dizzy
heights as corporate leaders.

Speaking to an audience of
students and faculty, Uttam
shared his inspiring journey
from a fighter pilot in the
Indian Air Force to a promi-
nent political leader in
Telangana.

“I started my career as a
cadet in the National Defence
Academy, not knowing where
life would take me. I went on
to become a fighter pilot in
the Indian Air Force, flying
MiG-21 and MiG-23 jets in
frontline squadrons.
Discipline, focus, and preci-
sion were non-negotiable, as
even a minor error could cost
lives and compromise mis-
sions,” he said.

He said he had served at the
Rashtrapati Bhavan as a senior
officer under Presidents R.
Venkataraman and Dr Shankar
Dayal Sharma.

“Serving two Presidents was
a unique experience. It gave me
a deep understanding of the
functioning of our country’s
highest office and strengthened
my admiration for our democ-
racy.”

Transitioning to his political
journey, Uttam told the audi-
ence how he left his govern-
ment job in 1994 to join the
Congress.

“I was inspired by the idea
of serving people directly. It
wasn’t an easy start as I lost my
first election in Kodad. It was
a bitter experience, but one
that taught me resilience. I
continued working for the
people and won Kodad in
1999. That victory marked the
beginning of a journey I deeply
cherish,” he said.

‘Democracy vital for realising
dreams of common people’

No safety for public under
Congress rule: Harish

Kavitha must withdraw comment saying Centre filing

cases to intimidate BRS leaders: Raghunandan

Continued from page 1
The Committee discussed

the cut-off date for giving
Rythu Bharosa, the land area
for which it is given, tenant
farmers and other matters, it
is learnt. The Ministers dis-
cussed whether the cut-off
land area should be for five or
7.5 or 10 acres and how many
acres should be the limit. It is
learnt that the Cabinet Sub-
Committee prepared four
drafts regarding this.

There is a chance of the
Rythu Bharosa scheme being
launched after cabinet
approval after considering the
Cabinet Sub-Committee rec-
ommendations, it is learnt.

It is also learnt that the Cabinet
Sub-Committee discussed
whether to extend the Rythu
Bharosa scheme to government
employees, software company

employees and taxpayers.
The Committee also dis-

cussed the process of PM Kisan
Scheme implementation as it is
helping only a few farmers. It
is learnt that the Committee
discussed what points to be
taken from the PM Kisan
Scheme for implementing the
Rythu Bharosa scheme.

It is learnt that the Cabinet
Sub-Committee also discussed
the Rs 500 bonus per quintal
scheme for fine variety paddy.

The Cabinet Sub-
Committee held a meeting at
the secretariat on Sunday
under the chairmanship of
Deputy Chief Minister Mallu
Bhatti Vikramarka. Ministers
Tummala Nageshwara Rao,
Duddilla Sridhar Babu,
Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy and
senior officials attended the
meeting.

Continued from page 1
that Members do not face any

problems. They also held a telecon-
ference with the Chief Secretary,
top officials, the DGP and other
police officials. The Speaker
appealed to the government and
officials to extend their coopera-
tion for holding the session and
suggested that officials should
make arrangements so that the ses-
sion can be held peacefully.

Continued from page 1
“College managements are incurring losses and are on

the verge of closure. They are pressuring students to pay
fees. Students are caught between the government and
managements. Hence, we are issuing an ultimatum to the
government that fee reimbursement arrears must be
cleared before Sankranti. Otherwise, under the leader-
ship of Kishan Reddy, we will organise protests,” he said.

“It is shameful that the Congress is politicising
Manmohan Singh’s funeral. During Manmohan Singh’s
tenure as Prime Minister, Sonia Gandhi acted as super
prime minister and reduced him to a rubber stamp. When
the Manmohan Singh government introduced an ordi-
nance amending the Representation of the People Act,
Rahul Gandhi tore it up and insulted him. However, rec-
ognizing Manmohan Singh’s contributions, the Modi
Government held an official funeral for him and will
build a memorial for him in New Delhi,” Sanjay said.

The Congress which insulted former Prime Minister
PV Narasimha Rao by denying him a proper funeral in
New Delhi, has no moral right to criticise the Modi
Government, he said. Responding to the RRR issue,
Sanjay said, “Thanks to the Modi government for invit-
ing tenders for the construction of the Triple-R roads.
This is a Sankranti gift from the Centre to the people of
Telangana. It is estimated that the construction of the
Triple-R roads will cost around ?18,000 crore, and the
centre is ready to bear the expense.”

Law will take ... 
Continued from page 1

A 35-year-old woman died and her eight-year-old
son was injured on December 4 during a stampede-
like situation at the Sandhya Theatre in Hyderabad
when fans jostled to have a glimpse of the actor at
the premiere of 'Pushpa 2' movie.

Following the incident, the city police registered a
case against Allu Arjun, his security team, and the the-
atre management under different sections of Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) at the Chikkadpally police sta-
tion based on the complaint lodged by the deceased
woman's family.

Continued from page 1
apparently with its landing gear still

closed, overrunning the runway and col-
liding head-on with a concrete wall on
the outskirts of the facility, triggering an
explosion. Other local TV stations
aired footage showing thick plumes of
black smoke billowing from the plane,
which was engulfed in flames. Lee
Jeong-hyeon, chief of the Muan fire sta-
tion, told a televised briefing that the
plane was completely destroyed, with
only the tail assembly remaining recog-
nisable among the wreckage. Lee said
that workers were looking into various
possibilities about what caused the
crash, including whether the aircraft was
struck by birds, Lee said.

Transport Ministry officials later
said their early assessment of com-
munication records show the airport
control tower issued a bird strike
warning to the plane shortly before
it intended to land and gave its pilot
permission to land in a different area.
The pilot sent out a distress signal
shortly before the plane overshot the
end of the runway and skidded

across a buffer zone before hitting the
wall, the officials said.

Senior Transport Ministry official
Joo Jong-wan said workers have
retrieved the flight data and cockpit
voice recorders of the plane's black
box, which will be examined by gov-
ernment experts investigating the
cause of the crash and fire. He said
it may take months for investigators
to complete their probe. The runway
at the Muan airport will be closed
until January 1, the ministry said.

Thailand's prime minister,
Paetongtarn Shinawatra, expressed
deep condolences to the families of
those affected by the accident in a
post on social platform X.
Paetongtarn said she ordered the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs to pro-
vide assistance immediately.

Kerati Kijmanawat, the director of
Airports of Thailand, confirmed in
a statement that Jeju Air flight 7C
2216 departed from Suvarnabhumi
Airport with no reports of abnormal
conditions with the aircraft or on the
runway.

RRR is Modi ...

No headway ...

CM to move ...

PNS n NEW YORK

Grandmaster Koneru Humpy capped a
wonderful year for Indian chess, defeat-
ing Irene Sukandar of Indonesia to
emerge the FIDE Women’s World Rapid
Chess champion here on Sunday.

Humpy had won the event back in
2019 at Georgia and the Indian No. 1 is
only the second player after China’s Ju
Wenjun to clinch the title more than
once. Humpy’s achievement laced a sen-
sational year for the chess fraternity after
D Gukesh defeated China’s Ding Liren
to emerge champion in the classical for-
mat World
Championship recently
in Singapore.

In September, India
had also won its first-
ever gold medals in
Open and Women's cat-
egories in the Chess
Olympiad in Budapest.

The Indian, who start-
ed the tournament here
with a first-round defeat,
was the lone winner in the 11th and final
round, helping her to top the tables with
8.5 points, half a point clear of six oth-
ers including compatriot D Harika.

“I’m very excited and happy. In fact,
I expected it to be a very tough day, like
some sort of tie-break. But when I fin-
ished the game, the arbitrator told me
(about winning), and it was a tense
moment for me,” said Humpy, who
began with black pieces, after her vic-
tory.

“So, this is quite unexpected because
the whole year I have been struggling and
I had very bad tournaments where I just

ended up in last place. So, this came as
a surprise,” she added.

Ju Wenjun of China finished second
as the tie-break was resolved while
Kateryna Lagno of Russia ended third.
Harika, who had eight points, had to
be content with a fifth-place finish.
Humpy credited her family for the suc-
cess. “I think it was possible because of
the support from my family. My hus-
band and my parents…they support me
a lot. My parents look after my daugh-
ter when I travel. “It's not easy to become
a World Champion at 37. It's quite dif-
ficult when you get older to keep that

motivation and stay sharp
when required. I'm glad
that I made it,” she said.

The seasoned player
said she was motivated to
do well after her first
round defeat, which saw
her eventually slipping to
2.5 points after four
rounds.

“I started with a loss. I
was 2.5/4, then on the

second day I won four games,” she
added.

Humpy said her victory will now
prompt other Indians to take up chess.

“I think it's high time for India. We
also have Gukesh as world champion
and now I got the second world title in
the rapid event. So, I think this will moti-
vate a lot of youngsters to take up chess
professionally,” she noted.

Meanwhile in the open section, young
18-year-old Russian Grandmaster
Volodar Murzin won the gold medal
ahead of a star studded field showing
tremendous nerves.

Plane bursts ...

Koneru Humpy creates history

Countdown  begins ...
Continued from page 1
Apart from this significant
mission, scientists would also
conduct the PSLV Orbital
Experimental Module-4
(POEM-4) in which 24 pay-
loads--14 from ISRO and 10
from industry and academia,
would be placed in the desired
orbits one after the other over
a 90 minute period after the
lift-off.
The life of the payloads in the
fourth stage would be about
three to four months. The
vehicle for the PSLV-C60
mission used here would be
the 18th Core-Alone variant.
This would be ISRO's last
mission in 2024 and the
PSLV-C60 is the first vehicle
to be integrated upto the
fourth stage at the PSLV
Integration Facility that has
been established here.

Grabs historic women's
Rapid chess world title

‘We are KCR’s children, we do not have fear’

Continued from page 1
As Special Chief Secretary, he was

instrumental in formulating the
Andhra Pradesh Integrated Clean
Energy Policy, 2024, aimed at trans-
forming the state into a global clean
energy hub by adding over 160 GW
of renewable energy capacity.

Vijayanand's expertise in the power
sector spans over 14 years, during
which he played a pivotal role in
enhancing Andhra Pradesh's energy
infrastructure. Notable projects under
his leadership include the commis-
sioning of several thermal and hydro-
electric plants, such as the 2X250

MW units at Kothagudem, the 500
MW unit at Bhupalpalli, and the 800
MW solar plants at Thalari Cheruvu
and Anantapur. He also oversaw the
establishment of robust infrastructure
for APTRANSCO and APGENCO at
Vidyut Soudha in Vijayawada, a first
in the post-bifurcation period.

In addition to his energy sector con-
tributions, Vijayanand served as Principal
Secretary for IT & Electronics from 2016
to 2019, playing a key role in attracting
IT and electronics industries to the state.
His tenure saw companies like HCL and
TCL set up operations in Vizag,
Vijayawada, and Tirupati.

BRS MLC Kalvakuntla Kavitha addressing a public meeting at Nizamabad on
Sunday

Vijayanand made ...
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Christmas Bazaar

Exhibition-cum-Sale 

Venue

Lulu mall 
Till  December 31,
daily at 10:00 am

Weekend kids
cooking camp

Master cooking and bak-
ing in 09 fun weekends

Venue

Culinary Guru Institute,
Hyderabad.

Till January 11, 2025. 

03

NYU CARNIVAL 

With singer  KARTHIK

Venue

Boulder Hills, Hyderabad 
December 31

Annual Day Celebrations 

by Edumeta I-School

Venue

Ravindra Bharathi, 
December 30 

(1:30 pm to 5 pm)

kuchipudi dance

by Arjun Dasanamiyan

Venue

Ravindra Bharathi ,
December 30 (6 pm to

10 pm)

Book Release Function

By Mrunalini

Venue

Conference Hall -
Ravindra Bharathi
December 30 (9 am 

to 10 pm)

State Level 
CM Cup 2024 

Rowing 
Championship

Venue

Hussain Sagar 
Lake December 30 

(10 am)

Numaish expo at
Nampally postponed

to January 3

All India Industrial Exhibition Society Convener 
D Suresh Kumar speaking at a meeting in Hyderabad

on Sunday

PNS n HYDERABAD

The 84th All India Industrial Exhibition
(Numaish 2025), scheduled to begin on
January 1, 2025, at the Nampally Exhibition
Grounds, has been postponed to January 3,
2025. This decision was made following the
Central government's announcement of a
mourning week upon the death of former
prime minister Manmohan Singh.
Organised by the All India Industrial
Exhibition Society, the event will run for 46
days, ending in the last week of February.
Over 2,000 stalls are expected to attract lakhs
of visitors.

The Exhibition Society announced that
the event would open on the evening of
January 3, to be inaugurated by Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy. Timings are 4:00
pm to 10:30 pm on weekdays and 4:00 pm
to 11:00 pm on weekends and holidays.
Tickets are priced at Rs 50, up from last
year's Rs40.

Special features at the exhibition this year
includes prime stall locations have been allo-
cated to participants like SIDBI and the
Telangana Industrialists Welfare Federation
to support MSMEs in showcasing their
products. Special consideration has been
given to local manufacturers, businesses and
entrepreneurs.

For visitor safety, the police will imple-
ment security measures, including a special
police station and CCTV cameras. Other
facilities like free parking, open relaxation
areas, an ATM, a health dispensary and an
on-site ambulance are also provided this
year.

Cyber Security Bureau
book highlights how
to keep kids safe in
digital space 
PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana State Police and
Cyber Security Bureau's has
released a book with a title-
'How to keep your children
safe in the Digital space'.

In relation to the increas-
ing number of children fac-
ing bullying on digital space
from applications such as
Facebook, Instagram,
Snapchat and Youtube, this
book has given guidelines to
parents to communicate
with their children in a safe
manner.

Another additional infor-
mation was on how parents
can have control over the
gaming consoles of their
children. The parents are
told that fostering open
communication and work-
ing together with your child
is crucial for ensuring their
online safety. 

It has asked parents to set
digital boundaries, age
appropriate rules, maturity
family discussion and
encourage openness. Let
teens know they can share
online experiences without
fear of judgment. Let there
be device curfews: Set a time
each evening when all
devices are put

away. Make certain
rooms or times, like family
meals, free of digital devices.
Have open conversations
about safe internet use and
family rules.

Watch for signs like
mood swings, withdrawal,
or secrecy. The most impor-
tant was to identify and deal
with cyber bullying. Ask
children to keep records
and save screenshots or
messages as evidence of
bullying.

For kids the settings of
Youtube kids was explained
as screen time is increasing
due to the content on orig-
inal Youtube.

There is also different
section on how parents can
have control on their chil-
dren's games applications to
limit the timings.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Air Force Academy (AFA), Hyderabad
conducted a training camp for 54
cadets of the National Cadet Corps
(NCC) Air Wing, Senior Division and
Senior Wing, in coordination with
Secunderabad (Air Wing) from
December  16 to 29.

A total of 54 cadets from 16 NCC
Directorates pan-India, including 18 girl
cadets, participated in the camp. The
camp was coordinated by the No-1
Telangana Air Squadron NCC,
Secunderabad. In addition to camp

training, the cadets were exposed to
ground-level functioning of the Indian
Air Force through visits to various ver-
ticals under the Operations,
Maintenance and Administration
departments in the Air Force Academy.
They also interacted with the trainees
who had joined the IAF through the
NCC entry scheme.  The NCC camp
training programmes are designed to
provide first hand exposure to the
working of Indian Armed Forces oper-
ational bases so as to motivate the cadets
towards actively seeking a career in the
Armed Forces in service to the nation.

PNS n HYDERABAD

The National BC Welfare
Association has demanded
that the government increase
reservations for Backward
Classes (BCs) in Panchayati
Raj institutions from 20% to
42%, as promised in the
Congress manifesto. At a state-
level meeting chaired by Nila
Venkatesh, representatives
from 30 BC unions, 39 caste
unions, employees and student
unions participated.

In the meeting on Sunday,
president R Krishnaiah
emphasised the need for
urgent action, citing the man-
ifesto's promise to increase
reservations for sarpanch,
MPTC, ZPTC and ward mem-
bers to 42%. He warned of
potential legal challenges if
reservations are delayed until
after a caste census. Krishna
urged Parliament to amend the
Constitution, questioning why

similar urgency shown for
upper caste reservations can-
not be extended to BCs, who
make up 50% of the popula-
tion.

Recalling history,
Krishnaiah highlighted that
former chief ministers NT
Rama Rao and Vijayabhaskar
Reddy raised BC reservations,
but the Supreme Court later
reduced them to 22%. Since
then, protests have been held,

pushing for a caste census and
higher reservations.

The meeting adopted key
resolutions,  such as to
increase BC reservations in
local  elections to 42%.
Remove the creamy layer in
education and job reserva-
tions. Form 40 more caste-
based corporations. Provide
50% political reservations for
BCs. Establish a separate min-
istry for BCs and special

development schemes. Grant
BC employees reservations
in promotions. Increase job
and education reservations
from 27% to 56%. Extend
post-matric scholarships and
fee reimbursement. Mandate
SC/ST/BC reservations in the
private sector.

The association urged
immediate action, warning 
of protests if  demands 
are unmet.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Overall crime in Telangana has witnessed
a rise with an increase of 22.53 per cent from
1,38,312 cases in 2023 to 1,69,477 cases in
2024 with an increase of 31,165 cases,
according to the annual report released by
Director General of Police (DGP) Dr
Jitender on Sunday in Hyderabad.

"The State has been largely calm as sit-
uation has been brought to control in the
year 2024. There has been lot of concen-
tration on convictions and seizures.
The three Commissionerates, along with
Narcotic Drugs Wing, have worked very
well.  In all, 85 extremists were arrested

in Telangana and activities of Naxals
remained largely under check," said Dr
Jitender.  The conviction rate remains
decreased to 35.63 per cent against 2023
with 36.85 per cent.

Cybercrimes saw a staggering increase
of 43.33 per cent, while incidents of mur-
der, rape, cheating, robbery and burglary
also rose significantly across the State.
Every month, Wednesday to be the
awareness day on Cyber crimes, especial-
ly digital arrest.  Rape cases in Telangana
increased by 28.94 per cent in 2024, with
2,945 cases reported compared to 2,284
in 2023. Among them 82 per cent of vic-
tims were under 18 years of age.

On the increase number of suicides
of police constables and sub-inspectors,
the DGP said that every person has a dif-
ferent problem.  Telangana Police Annual
Report said that teenage relationships are
becoming an increasing area of concern.
The Police arrested accused in 940 cases
within eight hours, marking a 15 per cent
improvement over 2023- (812) cases.
SC/ST cases increased by 20.34 per cent
in 2024 compared to the previous year,
with 2,257 cases reported in 2024 against
1,877 cases in 2023.  1,950 NDPS cases
were registered; drugs worth Rs 142.95
crore seized, reflecting strong action on
narcotics.

Tech Centre proposed to fix 
traffic and drainage issues 

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Greater Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC), in collab-
oration with the Civil Engineering
Division of NIT Warangal, is
planning to establish a Technology
Centre to address critical urban
challenges such as traffic conges-
tion and drainage management.
This initiative aims to deliver
modern, practical and sustainable
solutions, incorporating them at
the planning stage itself.

The Traffic and Transportation
division of the centre will conduct
in-depth analyses of the city's traf-
fic patterns and transportation
systems. It will develop innovative
and up-to-date solutions for traf-
fic management, infrastructure
optimisation and transportation
planning to meet Hyderabad's
growing urban needs.

The Drainage Information
Centre will undertake a compre-
hensive study of Hyderabad's
entire drainage network, includ-

ing nalas (storm water drains).
Detailed mapping, measurements
and assessments will be con-
ducted, enabling the centre to
propose professional and techni-

cal solutions to mitigate flooding
and enhance drainage efficiency.

During a meeting at the GHMC
headquarters, Commissioner
Ilambarithi emphasised the impor-

tance of collaborative efforts
between GHMC and NIT
Warangal to define the framework
and objectives of the project.
Professor Prasad from NIT

Warangal suggested entering into
a structured agreement to ensure
sustained operations. The
Commissioner directed the engi-
neering officials to prepare the nec-
essary guidelines and agreements
to formalise the collaboration.

The proposed centre will oper-
ate within the university campus,
leveraging the expertise of NIT
Warangal's faculty and post-grad-
uate students. The Commissioner
highlighted the significance of
combining academic research
with practical urban solutions to
create a technically sound and sus-
tainable approach to infrastruc-
ture planning.

This initiative builds on NIT
Warangal's previous contribu-
tions, such as providing project
reports on traffic and urban
infrastructure issues in
Hyderabad. The GHMC remains
committed to fostering partner-
ships with leading institutions to
address the city's evolving urban
challenges.

100 families suffer from
health issues due to waste

burning at Gayathri Colony 
PNS n HYDERABAD

Increased waste burning at
Gayathri Colony dump yard
is causing severe health issues
for 100 families, according to
residents in Muthangi village,
Patancheru mandal.

Waste from the village
and nearby areas has been
dumped into potholes, which
over time have become large
piles of plastic and sewage
waste. To reduce the foul
odor and make space for
more garbage, the waste is
frequently set on fire. Over
the past six months, this has
caused children to suffer
from throat infections and
other health problems.

The 100 families in
Gayathri Colony must use
the 100-foot dump yard road
to reach the main road.
While passing, they experi-
ence foul odours, thick
smoke and harmful gases
from burning plastic. The

waste burning, which is occa-
sional, has now become a
24/7 problem, is filling the
surroundings with toxic
smoke and worsening air
quality.

Despite complaints to the
Tellapur Municipal
Commissioner, no action
has been taken. Residents
worry about serious long-
term health effects, including
skin diseases and cancer.
Many of the families have
already become habituated to
the stench, garbage and pol-
lution, but the continuous
burning poses a grave risk to
their well-being.

The residents urge the
Tellapur Municipal
Commissioner to act and find
a new dumping site to stop
further harm to their health
and environment. The colony
families state that they are suf-
fering from worsening health
problems daily, leading to
serious complications.

GHMC Commissioner Ilambarithi with NIT Warangal professors on Sunday

Overall crime in TG witnesses increase of 22.53%, says DGP 

DGP Dr Jitender releasing the annual crime report on Sunday

CHILDREN SUFFER FROM 

THROAT INFECTIONS

National BC Welfare Association
demands increase in reservations

National BC Welfare Association president R Krishnaiah speaking at a state-level meeting in Hyderabad on Sunday

Air Force Academy conducts
training for 54 NCC cadets

GHMC invites tenders
for road-sweeping
machines at `12 cr
for six months 
PNS n HYDERABAD

With the road maintenance
contract of several agencies,
appointed by the GHMC, is
coming to an end in two
months, the civic body is
going to maintain the roads
all by itself for about six
months hiring road-sweeping
machines. Therefore, it invit-
ed tenders zone wise and is
prepared to spend Rs 12
crore towards the hire charges
of these machines for the
maintenance of the roads
under the Comprehensive
Road Maintenance
Programme (CRMP).

The move attracted criti-
cism in the wake of allega-
tions that the sweeping
machines hired by the civic
body earlier are out of order
and hence gathering dust. 

Experts suggest deploy-
ment of more sanitation
workers in place of the road-
sweeping machines. 

The GHMC earlier entrust-
ed maintenance of 811.9 km
of roads, including those in
the city, to the private agen-
cies spending Rs 400 crore per
annum for the purpose. The
agreement is that to pay Rs
2,000 crore to the agencies
over a period of five years.
Thus, the GHMC expenditure
for maintenance of roads per
km boil down to Rs 50 lakh. 

Besides cleaning the roads,
the agencies are also allowed
to develop roads and main-
tain the foot-paths also. The
five-year tenure is going to
end very soon, leading to the
agencies move out of the
contract. 

IMD predicts 
foggy conditions 
in Telangana
PNS n HYDERABAD

Telangana will witness foggy and misty
conditions during the morning hours
in isolated pockets of a few districts
over the next five days. The IMD pre-
dicts temperatures to be 2 to 4 degrees
Celsius above normal during the next
three days.

The IMD has also forecast partly
cloudy skies during this period, apart
from the foggy weather. The mini-
mum temperature in Hyderabad
recently dropped to 16.3 degrees
Celsius, recorded at the University of
Hyderabad. The lowest minimum
temperature in the State is, 12.9
degrees Celsius recorded in
Rangareddy district.

Hyderabad residents are advised to
be cautious of colder mornings and
reduced visibility, urging slower driving
speeds.

CYBERCRIMES SAW A STAGGERING INCREASE OF 43.33 PER CENT
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PNS n MEDAK

In two separate tragic incidents,
two constables took their own lives,
with one of them having poisoned his
wife and children before he ended his
life. While the family members of the
constables survived and were hospi-
talised, the constable died.

The tragic incident came close on
the heels of a sub-inspector of police
and constable, besides computer
operators, who died by suicide after
jumping into a tank in Kamareddy
district a few days ago. Earlier, one
more sub-inspector shot himself
dead with his service revolver in
Mulugu district.

In the first incident, head consta-
ble Sai Kumar, aged 52, was found
hanging from a tree on the premis-
es of the Kulcharam police station in
Medak on Sunday morning. The
tragedy left the personnel at the
Kulcharam station in a state of shock.
Sai Kumar's body was shifted to the
government hospital in Medak for a
post-mortem examination.

In the second incident, a
Telangana Special Police (TGSP)
constable Pandari Balakrishna com-
mitted suicide by hanging after feed-

ing his wife and children rat poison-
laced water and milk respectively at
Kalakunta in Siddipet district.
Neighbours promptly took
Balakrishna’s wife and their children,
Yaswanth (11) and Ashrith (9), to the
government hospital in Siddipet,
where their condition is reported to
be stable.

Balakrishna hailed from Siddipet,
was serving in the 17th battalion in
Siricilla. The motive behind his
drastic action remains unclear and
the Siddipet police are currently
investigating the matter.

Tragedy: 2 constables 
die by suicide in 
Medak, Siddipet

Sairkumar Balakrishna

PNS n KHAMMAM

Communist Party of India-Marxist (CPI-M) dis-
trict secretary Nunna Nageshwar Rao on Sunday
said that the party would intensify struggle
against the anti-people policies being followed
by the Central and State governments. He was
speaking as the chief guest at a meeting of the
party’s Paleru division, held at the local
Sundarayya Bhavan in Khammam, under the
chairmanship of CPI-M district committee
member Nandra Prasad.

In his address, Nageshwar Rao emphasised the
need for mass movements across the district in
March and April against the anti-people policies

of the State government. An action plan are being
prepared under the leadership of all the division
committees. He highlighted that the Paleru divi-
sion has a strong movement base, having wit-
nessed several struggles of farmers, laborers, stu-
dents, youth, women, and workers, and urged
current party activists to continue this legacy.

Speaking on the occasion, CPI-MM district
leader Bugga Veethi Sarala called for women to
join movements against attacks on them.

Party division secretary Bandari Ramesh
remarked that the CPI-M has a strong cadre base
in the Paleru constituency and recalled the past
experience of winning the MLA seat and being
the main opposition party.

The meeting was attended by party district
committee members Sheikh Basheeruddin,
Godavarthi Nageshwar Rao, Uuradi Sudarshan
Reddy, Kommu Seenu, Mallela Hanumanth
Rao, mandal secretaries Totakuri Rajasekhar,
K.V. Reddy, Bellam Lakshmi, Pendayala
Sumathi, Veginati Mangatayaru, as well as other
prominent leaders like Perumallapalli Mohan
Rao, Nandigama Krishna, Pratap,
Venkateshwarlu, Vadlamudi Venkateshwarlu,
Bhukya Nageshwar Rao, Tulluru Nageshwar
Rao, Dasari Mahender, Angirekula Narasayya,
Pagidi Kattula Nageshwar Rao, Racha
Narasimhar Rao, Seelam Gurumurthy,
Bikkasari Gangadhar, and over 200 others.

Officials told to complete repairs to
double bedroom colony by Jan 15
PNS n NALGONDA

District Collector Ila Tripathi has instruct-
ed the completion of all minor repairs in the
double bedroom houses colony under con-
struction at Nalgonda Urban Colony by
January 15. On Sunday, the Collector, along
with officials concerned, inspected the hous-
es being at Nalgonda Urban Colony. She
reviewed the progress of construction and

directed the officials to prepare the estimates
for minor repairs and complete them by
January 15. A total of 550 homes are being
built in a G+2 model. During the inspection,
officials found minor damage to houses
already constructed. Housing Construction
Project Director Rajkumar, Panchayat Raj
Superintending Engineer Tirupathayya,
Panchayat Raj Executive Engineer, and other
officials accompanied the District Collector.

While cop Siakumar was
found hanging from a tree
on the police station
premises, another
policeman Balakrishna
committed suicide by
hanging after feeding his
wife and children poison-
laced beverage to his
wife and children

Temple staff rescuing the boy after his
head got stuck in grill at Yadagirigutta
temple on Sunday

Tension as
boy’s head
stuck in grill
at temple
PNS n YADADRI BUVANGIRI

Tension briefly gripped the Sri
Lakshmi Narasimha Swamy
Temple in Bhongir on Sunday
after a young boy's head got
stuck in the grills in the Rs 150
darshan queue lines on
Sunday.

The incident occurred when
seven-year-old Dayakar and
his parents, who had come
from Boduppal for darshan,
stood in the queue. As they
were waiting, the boy’s head
accidentally became lodged in
the metal grills.

Temple staff and security
personnel were quickly alerted
by other devotees. After about
45 minutes of painstaking
effort, they successfully freed
the boy’s head without causing
any harm. Both the temple
staff and the boy’s parents
heaved a sigh of relief.

UTF calls for allotment of
sizeable budget for education

PNS n NALGONDA

The United Teachers Federation (UTF)
on Sunday urged the State government to
significantly increase funding, improve
infrastructure and address pressing prob-
lems being faced by teachers and students.

On the second day of the UTF State
Conference in Nalgonda, leaders came
together to voice their concerns and
demands, calling for significant reforms
to strengthen the education system. The
UTF leaders highlighted the urgent need
for increased funding, better infrastruc-
ture, and a commitment to quality edu-
cation for all students.

MLC A Narsi Reddy emphasised need
to strengthen the education sector in the
State. He reiterated that the state govern-
ment must allocate 15 per cent of the State
budget for education, while the Central
government should set aside 5-6 per cent
of the national budget for educational
development. He stressed that the current
funds for primary education were not
enough to meet the growing demands of

the sector. He also raised concerns about
the quality of the midday meals being pro-
vided in schools, calling for an increase
in menu charges to improve food stan-
dards. "Quality education is not just about
books, but also ensuring that our children
are well-fed and healthy," he said.

Jangayya, UTF State unit president,
focused on the importance of government
supervision in schools. He called for

vacant posts in schools and educational
institutions to be filled with permanent
staff and stressed the need to replace tem-
porary teachers with regular appoint-
ments to ensure a stable and qualified
teaching workforce.

Chava Ravi, the General Secretary of
UTF, spoke passionately about the need
for the Right to Education Act to be fully
implemented with adequate funding.

PNS n RANGAREDDY

The Lambadi's Simha Garjana
Meeting was organised at a function
hall in Shadnagar under the auspices
of the Lambadi Rights Struggle
Samithi on Sunday. The event saw
the participation of Lambadi lead-
ers from across Telangana, demand-
ing the inclusion of Gor-Boli, the
Lambadi language, in the 8th
Schedule of the Constitution. 

The programme began with a
massive rally that was taken out
from the Shadnagar railway station
to the Old National Highway bus
stand junction. Organised under the
leadership of the Lambadi Porota
Samiti, the rally saw a significant
turnout, with youth and tribal lead-
ers from six mandals of the con-
stituency joining in large numbers
to make the event a success.  Leaders
at the event emphasised the need for
governments to work towards the
development of the Lambadi com-

munity, which they said has been
neglected for years. They urged the
Central government to recognise
Gor-Boli as an official language and
adopt measures to develop Thandas,
including the provision of roads,
schools, and primary health centers.
They lamented the lack of infra-
structure in many Lambadi villages
and highlighted the importance of
political representation for the com-

munity’s socio-economic growth. 
Rambal Naik, who was appoint-

ed as the president of the Telangana
Lambadi Rights Struggle Samithi,
criticised the neglect faced by the
Lambadi community. He pointed
out that despite their historical sig-
nificance and contributions,
Lambadis are often reduced to
being a mere vote bank. He also
raised concerns about the illegal

arrests of Lambadi youth during
peaceful protests, particularly in
Lagacharla, and demanded justice
for the community. 

The leaders called for govern-
ments to declare Gor Boli as an offi-
cial language on the occasion of
Sewalal Jayanthi. They emphasised
the need for unity among Lambadi
people and urged them to fight col-
lectively for their rights. Speakers at

the event also highlighted the
achievements of Lambadi leaders in
increasing reservation quotas and
establishing village panchayats,
asserting that further progress
requires sustained efforts and polit-
ical empowerment. 

Participants sang songs address-
ing the discrimination faced by the
Lambadi community, including
lyrics that questioned the dispari-
ty in treatment between Lambadi
children and other communities.
The meeting concluded with a
collective demand for justice and
recognition of Gor Boli as an offi-
cial language. 

Leaders including Rambal Naik,
Mittu Naik, Mangulal Naik,
Chandra Naik, Das Ram Naik,
Humla Naik, Laxman Naik, Tulsi
Ram Naik, Raju Naik, and Ramulu
Naik were present at the meeting,
along with a large number of
Lambadi youth and community
members.

Farmers worry as cotton prices dip
PNS n ADILABAD

The price of cotton, known as
‘white gold,’ is declining, causing
concern among farmers. Farmers
are worried that they will face
severe losses and are demanding
an increase in prices. Due to the
international demand for
Adilabad cotton, the area under
cultivation in the district has
been increasing every year. This
year, cotton was cultivated on
4,20,000 acres. Officials estimate
that the district will produce
around 42 lakh quintals of cotton.

Since October 25 this year,
cotton procurement has begun in
the district through 31 ginning
mills under private and Cotton
Corporation of India (CCI) man-
agement. CCI is purchasing cot-
ton with 8 per cent to 12 per cent
moisture at a support price of Rs
7,521 per quintal.

However, deductions in price
made by CCI in the name of
moisture content, the farmers
are paid only Rs 6,800 per quin-
tal, leading to significant losses.
On the other hand, when farm-
ers approached private traders,
they faced additional cuts.

In the wake of the CCI reducing
price in the name of higher mois-
ture content, farmers received only
Rs 6,800 per quintal, leading to sig-
nificant losses for them.
Meanwhile, as farmers turned to
private traders, the latter took
advantage of the situation by reduc-

ing the prices drastically, purchas-
ing cotton at Rs 6,500 per quintal.

As a result, farmers have suf-
fered substantial losses. So far,
about 30 per cent of the cotton in
the district has been purchased
through CCI and private traders.
However, farmers who were dry-
ing their cotton in the hope of
higher prices expected support

prices to be offered. But with CCI
lowering the price by Rs 50 per
quintal, the farmers are now fac-
ing uncertainty. Farmers, who had
stored their cotton at home, are
now left with bad news as the
prices have fallen further.

Farmers who had already sold
their cotton are frustrated by the
quality-based price cuts, which

resulted in major losses. The
recent price reduction by CCI has
further fueled their anger.
Farmers who had hoped to sell
their stored cotton at higher
prices now face even greater
losses due to the price drop, lead-
ing to distress and concern.

Given the heavy investments
already made, farmers are worried

that with the CCI price reductions,
they may be pushed into financial
ruin. They are urging the govern-
ment to step in and prevent further
price reductions, asking for action
to increase the prices and provide
support to help the farmers. They
are demanding minimum support
prices to be provided to save them
from the crisis.

Cotton growers in the Adilabad district raise concern as the Cotton Corporation
of India reduces price for produce in the name of higher moisture content

Lambadi Porota Samiti taking out a rally in Shadnagar on Sunday

Centre urged to recognise Gor-Boli as official language

CPI-M Khammam district secretary Nunna Nageshwar Rao addressing the party meeting in
Khammam on Sunday

CPM to intensify struggle against State, Central govts

United Teachers Federation leaders speaking to the media in Nalgonda on Sunday

Nalgonda Collector Ila Tripathi inspecting the double bedroom
colony in Nalgonda on Sunday

Several injured in 
multi-vehicle pileup

PNS n NALGONDA

Several people travelling in a car and
a bus suffered injuries in a pileup of
vehicle on the highway at Tipparthy
in Nalgonda district on Sunday.
According to eye-witness accounts,
a container, while taking a U-turn
crashed into a stationary tractor. The
tractor came to a halt following the

burst of the tyre. Subsequently, a car
came crashing into the tractor. A
bus, which was on its way to
Hyderabad, came almost close to
crashing into the multi-vehicle pile-
up. The passengers in the bus had
a miraculous escape. The occupants
of the car which crashed into the sta-
tion tractor also escaped with sim-
ple injuries.

Scene of multi-vehicle pileup
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T
wo people were burnt alive following a collision between
two trucks in Hamirpur district of Uttar Pradesh, police said
on Sunday. The incident occurred around 8:30 pm on

Saturday, on National Highway 34 in the Sumerpur area, Circle
Officer Rajesh Kamal said. "Two trucks were involved in the
accident. One truck caught fire following the collision, leading to
the deaths of the driver and his assistant. Their identities are yet to
be established," the officer told PTI. "The occupants of the other
truck fled the scene and search is underway to locate them. We
have not received any complaint in the matter yet. We are trying to
contact the owners of both trucks," he added. The police said a fire
brigade was called to the site and rescue and relief measures were
initiated. Some locals at the scene were reportedly seen capturing
pictures and videos of the incident, they said. One of the video
clips of the incident which surfaced on social media allegedly
shows the assistant attempting to open the truck door to escape,
while his body was almost entirely engulfed in flames.

Two burnt alive in road
accident in Uttar Pradesh

U
P's Panchayati Raj Minister Om Prakash Rajbhar on
Saturday said that Lord Hanuman was born in the
Rajbhar caste. Rajbhar, who heads the Suheldev

Bhartiya Samaj Party (SBSP), a BJP ally, also hit back at
Congress and Samajwadi Party for their newfound "love for
BR Ambedkar". Addressing a public meeting, Rajbhar said,
"Hanuman ji was born in Rajbhar caste. When (demon)
Ahiravan took Ram ji and Laxman ji to Patal Puri, no one
had the courage to bring them back. Only Hanuman ji, who
was born in the Rajbhar caste, was the only one to have the
courage to do it. Hanuman ji brought Ram and Laxman ji
out of Patal Puri." He made the remarks after the 'bhoomi
pujan' for the construction of the statue of Maharaja
Suheldev at the main gate of Vasudeva village in the
Chitbaragaon area of Ballia. Targeting opposition parties in
the state, the SBSP chief said.

‘Hanuman ji was born in
Rajbhar caste'

D
elhi recorded a maximum temperature of 18 degrees
Celsius, two degrees below normal, according to the
India Meteorological Department. The minimum

temperature stood at 13 degrees Celsius on Sunday, six
notches above the season's average for this time of the
month. The weather department has predicted very dense
fog on Monday, with the maximum and minimum
temperatures expected to settle around 18 and 6 degrees
Celsius, respectively. The 24-hour Air Quality Index (AQI)
was recorded at 225 in the 'poor' category at 4 pm on
Sunday. On Saturday, the city's AQI was in the 'moderate'
category. Out of 28 monitoring stations, Anand Vihar,
Sirifort, and Vivek Vihar reported AQI levels in the 'very poor'
category, with readings exceeding 300. The remaining
stations recorded AQI levels in the 'moderate' and 'poor'
categories, as per the Sameer App. An AQI between 0 and 50
is classified as 'good,' 51 to 100 as 'satisfactory,' 101 to 200
as 'moderate,' 201 to 300 as 'poor,' 301 to 400 as 'very
poor,' and 401 to 500 as 'severe.'

Delhi records low of 
13 deg C, dense fog likely 

PNS n MHOW (MP)

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Sunday termed India
a “not very lucky” nation on the
security front and urged sol-
diers to keep a sharp eye on
internal and external foes who
he said are always active.

He was addressing Army
personnel at the more-than-
two-century-old Mhow can-
tonment in the Indore district
of Madhya Pradesh.

“Taking the security sce-
nario into account, Bharat is not
a very lucky country because
our northern border and west-
ern border continuously face
challenges,” said Singh, who is
on a two-day tour of the state.

Mhow cantonment, 25 km
from Indore, is home to three
premier training institutes –
Army War College, Military
College of Telecommunication
Engineering and Infantry
School – other than the
Infantry Museum and Army
Marksmanship Unit.

“We also face challenges on
the internal front. In the back-
drop of this, we can't sit quiet,
unconcerned. Our enemies,
whether internal or external,
remain active always. In these

circumstances, we must keep a
close eye on their activities and
take appropriate and timely
effective steps against them,” he
told the Armymen.

To make Bharat a developed
and self-reliant country by
2017, the role of the Army is
very crucial, said the defence
minister. “as the country’s
defence minister, I would like

to tell you that we should be
alert always. This patch of
time, though often referred to
as peacetime, struck me deeply
when I arrived and witnessed
the discipline and dedication
with which you are undergoing
training. Your regimen is no
less than that of a war,” he told
the gathering.

“To maintain such a level of

discipline, dedication and firm
conviction are needed,” he
added. Singh said he was
impressed by the cleanliness at
the Army establishments and
cantonments across the coun-
try. “Your dedication to work
inspires me. I can say that the
most appealing thing is your
devotion towards work and
sense of responsibility. It is

inspiring to all of us,” Singh
said. Earlier, Singh along with
the Chief of Army Staff General
Upendra Dwivedi paid floral
tributes at the memorial of Dr
B R Ambedkar at Mhow.

The memorial of Ambedkar,
the chief architect of India's
Constitution, has been built at
his birthplace in the Kali Paltan
area of Mhow cantonment.

‘Stay vigilant against enemies’
RAJNATH SAYS INDIA NOT ‘LUCKY’ ON SECURITY FRONT

“We also face challenges
on the internal front. 
In the backdrop of this,
we can't sit quiet,
unconcerned. Our
enemies, whether
internal or external,
remain active always. 
In these circumstances,
we must keep a close
eye on their activities
and take appropriate
and timely effective
steps against them,” 
he told the Armymen

PNS n NEW DELHI

India will host the World
Audio Visual Entertainment
Summit (WAVES) for the first
time in February next year
which will be a global platform
for its creative talents, foster-
ing collaborations and show-
casing the country's potential
as a hub for world-class con-
tent creation.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi spoke extensively about
the WAVES Summit in his
monthly 'Mann ki Baat' Radio
address on Sunday.

Comparing the WAVES to
global events like the World
Economic Forum in Davos,
Modi said the leaders from the
media and entertainment
industry as well as creative
minds from across the globe
will gather in Delhi for the
Summit being held from
February 5-9.

"This Summit is an impor-
tant step towards making India
a hub of global content cre-
ation," he said. The prime
minister emphasized the piv-
otal role of young creators in
the preparations for WAVES,

reflecting the dynamic spirit of
India's creative community.

He expressed pride in the
enthusiasm of the country's
youth and their contribution to
the burgeoning creator econ-
omy, a key driver as India
advances toward becoming a
five trillion dollar economy.

"Whether you are a young
creator or an established artist,
associated with Bollywood or
regional cinema, a profession-
al from the TV industry, an
expert in animation, gaming,
or an innovator in entertain-
ment technology, I encourage
you to be a part of the WAVES

Summit," Modi said. He urged
all stakeholders in the enter-
tainment and creative indus-
tries to actively participate in
the WAVES. "The WAVES
Summit is poised to serve as a
global platform for India's cre-
ative talents, fostering collab-
orations and showcasing the
country's potential as a hub for
world-class content creation,"
Modi said.

The Summit will also high-
light India's advancements in
animation, gaming, entertain-
ment technology, and region-
al and mainstream cinema, he
added.

PNS n NEW DELHI

About 6.21 lakh applications
have been received for 1.27
lakh opportunities under the
Prime Minister's Internship
Scheme and the selection
process is continuing, the gov-
ernment said on Sunday.

The scheme, announced in
the 2024 Union Budget, aims
to provide internship opportu-
nities to 1 crore youth in top-
500 companies over five years.

A pilot project of the
scheme, started on October 3,
aims to provide 1.25 lakh
internship opportunities dur-
ing 2024-25.

In a release on Sunday, the

corporate affairs ministry said
approximately 6.21 lakh appli-
cations have been received
against 1.27 lakh internship
opportunities. "The selection
process for internship is ongo-
ing." Partner companies have
posted about 1.27 lakh intern-
ship opportunities on the
internship scheme portal.

About 4.87 lakh individuals
have completed their KYC
and registered themselves on
the portal, the release said.

Under the scheme, interns
will be provided a monthly
financial assistance of Rs 5,000
for 12 months and a one-time
grant of Rs 6,000.

While mentioning about

various initiatives taken this
year, the ministry said the
framework governing cost
record and audit will be
amended after considering
stakeholders' comments and
recommendations of the min-
istry-appointed committee.

From financial year 2023-24,
the ministry has issued regu-
lar advisories to companies on
adhering to the prescribed
timelines for filing cost audit
reports.

"This initiative has led to a
14 per cent increase in the
timely submission of cost audit
reports during 2023-24 com-
pared to the previous year," the
release added.

PM INTERNSHIP SCHEME

6.21 lakh applications for 1.27 lakh opportunities

India to host first WAVES
Summit in February: PM 

PNS n LUCKNOW

Samajwadi Party (SP) president
Akhilesh Yadav has called for
elections to be conducted using
ballot papers, citing a lack of
trust in electronic voting
machines (EVMs).

The former Uttar Pradesh
chief minister said this at a
press conference at the SP
headquarters here on Sunday,
alongside Rahul Kumar
Kamboj, an Indian-origin
member of Parliament in
Germany. "Even a country like
Germany conducts elections
using ballot papers. But in
India, elections are conducted
with EVMs to serve vested
interests," Yadav said.
Emphasising the need for elec-

tions that inspire confidence, he
said, "No one trusts EVMs.
Even the faces of those who win
elections seem dejected as they
too do not have faith in the sys-
tem." At the press conference,
Kamboj highlighted the bene-
fits of Germany's ballot-paper
voting system. "In Germany,
voting is still conducted using

ballot papers. It is an important
system because any discrepan-
cies can be addressed with a
recount," he explained.

Reflecting on his visit to
Lucknow and his longstanding
relationship with Yadav,
Kamboj said, "My efforts are
focused on fostering a collab-
oration between Indian-origin
individuals and Germany, so
that the qualities of both coun-
tries can come together. We
aim to facilitate cultural
exchanges and I invite every-
one to participate in the
upcoming cultural festivals in
Germany. Visa issues will no
longer be a hurdle," he said.

Kamboj also spoke of build-
ing a bridge between opportu-
nities in Europe and their
implementation in India,
specifically in Uttar Pradesh. "If
we can identify the opportuni-
ties available in Germany and
Europe, and bring them to
places like Lucknow, it will
open new avenues. That is my
mission," he added.

Welcoming Kamboj, Yadav
expressed enthusiasm for
strengthening ties. "Your visit
has created an opportunity to
deepen the relationship
between our regions, which
will benefit the people of this
state and country," he said.

Akhilesh pitches for ballot voting
SAYS EVMS NOT TRUSTWORTHY

PNS n NEW DELHI

AAP chief Arvind Kejriwal
on Sunday accused the BJP of
trying to manipulate voter list
in the run-up to the Delhi
Assembly elections.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence alongside Rajya Sabha
MP Raghav Chadha and
Delhi Chief Minister Atishi,
Kejriwal claimed the BJP was
trying to win elections
through "unfair means" after
failing to present strong can-
didates or issues. "BJP has
already lost the elections.
They don't have a chief min-
isterial face or even proper
candidates. They only aim to
win through manipulation,
but we won't let them suc-
ceed," he said.

The former Delhi chief
minister alleged that the BJP
had filed 11,000 voter dele-
tion applications in one con-
stituency alone, but the move
was halted at the Chief
Election Commissioner's
intervention. "We exposed
this and thankfully it was
stopped," he said.

Kejriwal said that a large-
scale operation began on
December 15, with 5,000
voter deletion applications
and 7,500 addition requests
filed so far in his New Delhi
Assembly constituency.

He claimed that this could
alter 12 per cent of the con-
stituency's votes. The total
number of voters in the con-
stituency, he said, is 106,873, as
per the voter list published on
October 29 after the summa-
ry revision, which was con-
ducted between August 20
and October 20. "Operation
Lotus has now reached my
constituency. They are attempt-
ing to manipulate the electoral
rolls to change the election out-
come," Kejriwal alleged.

"This kind of manipulation
undermines democracy. We
appeal to the Election
Commission to continue its
strict monitoring to prevent
such malpractice," he said.

Kejriwal 
accuses BJP of
manipulating
electoral roll

PNS n ALAPPUZHA (KERALA)

The Congress on Sunday
alleged that union govern-
ment could not identify a des-
ignated space for performing
the last rites of former PM
Manmohan Singh, where a
memorial could be built later,
as it intervened in the matter
with a "hidden agenda".

It has long been the practice
to set up a memorial at the same
place where the last rites are
performed. However, the BJP-
led Union government mishan-
dled the issue and worsened the
situation, the party alleged.
Speaking to reporters here,
AICC General Secretary K C
Venugopal said that not only
the Congress party but also the
Shiromani Akali Dal had harsh-
ly criticised the Union govern-
ment on the matter.

"A designated space was
not found for Manmohan
Singh's last rites and memor-
ial because the central govern-
ment intervened in the matter
with a specific hidden agenda,"
he alleged. The Congress
leader also wanted a discus-
sion on the "brutal approach"

and lapses on the part of the
Centre. "It should be explained
why the government is show-
ing such disrespect to a great
leader who rose to the post of
Prime Minister from the Sikh
community," Venugopal said.

He also accused the Centre
of "failing to consult" the
Congress party or Manmohan
Singh's family members
regarding the arrangements.
"Seats were not even arranged
for the closest relatives,"
Venugopal claimed, adding
that the central government
had "tarnished the late Prime
Minister's reputation by not
making the necessary arrange-
ments for his last rites".

MANMOHAN MEMORIAL 

Congress accuses Centre of
having "hidden agenda"

PNS n SABARIMALA

The Sabarimala Lord Ayyappa
temple will reopen on Monday
for this year’s makaravilakku
festival, the temple authorities
said.

The temple will be opened
at 4 pm by Melshanthi S Arun
Kumar Namboothiri, in the
presence of the head priest,

Tantri Kandararu Rajeevaru.
Pilgrims can ascend the

sacred 18 steps for darshan
after the Melshanthi performs
the ceremonial lighting of the
fire at the fireplace (aazhi) in the
sanctum. The temple was ear-
lier closed on December 26 at
10 pm following the mandala
puja, accompanied by the recita-
tion of Harivarasanam.

Sabarimala temple to reopen today

PNS n NEW DELHI

Atleast seven illegal immi-
grants were deported from
south Delhi, police said on
Sunday. Deputy Commi
ssioner of Police (south) Ankit
Chauhan said on Saturday a
team apprehended seven
nationals of Bangladesh,
including five women, near
the Arjangarh Metro Station
in Fatehpur Beri area.

He said raids were con-
ducted in slums, labour
camps, and unauthorised
colonies, leading to the cap-
ture of the illegal immigrants.

The detained individuals
were identified as Mohammad
Umor Faruk (33), Riyaj Miyan
(20) and five women, all hail-
ing from Bangladesh, he added.
During interrogation they
revealed that they had illegal-
ly crossed the border and were
residing in Rajeev Nagar in
Gurgaon. Verification of their
mobile phones and documents
confirmed their Bangladeshi
citizenship, said the DCP.

They were handed over to
the Foreigners Regional
Registration Office (FRRO)
following completion of neces-
sary documentation, he said.

Illegal immigrants from
Bangladesh deported 



I
f there is one thing that we
relentlessly pursue in life—
the only thing we put all

our pennies on in this big
worldly gamble—it is happi-
ness. The ultimate goal that
we all crave is everlasting bliss.
What charades and circuses
we play to attain the state of
eternal joy! While this rigma-
role governs our everyday
thoughts and actions,  anoth-
er element sneaks in as soon
as we reach our dream: Fear—
the fear of losing the happi-
ness that we know is
ephemeral. 
Come to think of it, much as
we covet it, happiness fright-
ens us. It also makes us wary
of revealing our joys, and we
often hide good things to
avoid getting jinxed. Why do
we fear happiness? Why do
we think every moment of joy
comes at a price?
The fear of happiness is a
paradox embedded in the
human psyche. It’s almost as
if we’ve been conditioned to
believe that joy is too fragile
to last, that it carries an expiry
date we cannot predict. 
This belief turns happiness
into a double-edged sword:
on one side, it is the elation we
strive for; on the other, it is the
dread of its inevitable end.

Where does this fear origi-
nate? Perhaps it stems from a
deep-seated awareness of life’s
impermanence. 
We’ve all seen moments of
bliss snatched away by unex-
pected turns of fate. A child’s
innocent laughter may be
followed by tears, a promo-
tion at work may bring
unforeseen stress, and a long-
anticipated celebration may
be marred by tragedy. These
experiences condition us to
approach happiness with cau-
tion, to brace ourselves for the
fall even as we revel in the
peak.This trepidation finds
cultural expressions, too.
Superstitions like “knock on
wood” or “touch iron” are
more than quaint habits; they
are safeguards against the
perceived fragility of joy.
Similarly, the kaala teeka or
talisman traditions reflect a
universal belief that happiness
attracts envy and, by exten-

sion, misfortune.
We place such conditions
maybe because happiness,
unlike sorrow, feels fleeting
and illusory. Pain lingers and
forces us to adapt, but happi-
ness feels transient, like a but-
terfly—beautiful, delicate, and
always ready to flit away. Is it
fair to treat happiness as a pre-
carious treasure? By fearing it,
do we not dilute its essence
and sabotage our ability to
experience it fully? Modern
life has made this paradox
even more pronounced. With
social media encouraging us
to share our highs, celebrat-
ing joy has become a public
event. On one hand, we feel
validated by likes and com-
ments; on the other, the expo-
sure amplifies our unease. 
Will the digital applause
somehow disrupt the bal-
ance of our good fortune?
These questions linger, even
as we hit the “share” button
with a smile.But perhaps the
greater fear is not external—
it’s internal. Happiness asks us
to be present, to be vulnera-
ble, and to believe that we
deserve good things. 
For many, this is a daunting
proposition. When shaped
by struggles or conditioned to
expect the worst, joy feels for-

eign, even undeserved. The
fear of losing it becomes a
defence mechanism, a way of
preparing ourselves for the
inevitable end of happy times.
It is important to recognise
that happiness, like all emo-
tions, is inherently fleeting.
Accepting its impermanence
allows us to savour it without
clinging or dreading its end. 
Happiness deserves the same
grace.Vulnerability is the price
of true happiness, and the
courage to embrace it, how-
ever briefly, is what makes life
rich. Sharing our joy—
whether with loved ones or
the world—is not an invita-
tion to misfortune but an act
of trust in the abundance of
good things. 
Let’s challenge the belief that
happiness comes at a cost.
Life’s highs and lows are
inevitable, but they are not
always sequential. A moment
of joy does not necessitate a
subsequent sorrow.
Joy, in its purest form,
deserves to be embraced—
without caution, without
apology, and most important-
ly, without fear. It’s all easier
said than done, I admit. 

(The author is a columnist
and writing coach based in
Dubai. Views are personal)

P
oliticians seldom walk their talk and do not mind taking u-turns even if it means
reversing their own previous positions. Donald Trump the US President elect is
the latest example. Trump has expressed his  support for the H-1B visa program,

which facilitates the entry of skilled foreign workers into the United States. This devel-
opment comes as a marked departure from his earlier stance during his first presiden-
tial term, where he labeled the program ’very bad’ and ‘unfair’ to American workers.
Trump’s latest remarks not only align him with tech magnate Elon Musk but also have
significant implications for Indian professionals and US companies. The controversy sur-
rounding the H-1B program reignited when Musk took to social media to vociferously
defend the program against criticisms from immigration hardliners. Musk’s electric vehi-
cle company, Tesla, alone secured 724 H-1B visas this year, underscoring his vested
interest in maintaining the program. Trump echoed Musk’s sentiments in an interview,

stating, “I’ve always liked the visas. I have used it many
times. It’s a great program.” 
This admission not only signals a softening of his ear-
lier rhetoric but also a pragmatic acknowledgment of
the program’s benefits to the US economy. Indian IT
professionals stand to benefit immensely from
Trump’s change in stance. Historically, Indians have
been the largest beneficiaries of the H-1B visa program,
occupying a lion’s share of the annual quota. Trump’s
endorsement could reassure prospective applicants and
existing visa holders about the continuity of the pro-
gram, which has often been a lifeline for skilled work-
ers seeking opportunities in the United States. The move

also counters recent fears of stringent immigration policies that could hinder their aspi-
rations. The US technology sector, which has long relied on the H-1B visa program to
address skill shortages, is likely to welcome Trump’s shift. Companies like Google,
Microsoft, and Tesla have consistently advocated for thec ontinuation of the program,
citing a lack of homegrown talent to meet the industry’s demands. Musk’s pointed cri-
tique of American culture’s celebration of mediocrity over excellence highlights the role
of foreign talent in driving innovation and maintaining the US’s competitive edge glob-
ally. Trump’s stance, however, has drawn ire from far-right activists and prominent fig-
ures within his own party. Critics, including Steve Bannon and Nikki Haley, argue that
prioritising foreign workers undermines American labour and exacerbates domestic unem-
ployment. Trump’s endorsement of the H-1B visa program reflects a pragmatic shift
rather than an ideological reversal. Recognising the indispensable role of skilled immi-
grants in the US economy, his administration’s move signals a commitment to foster-
ing economic growth and maintaining technological leadership. For Indian profession-
als, it offers renewed hope, and for US tech companies, it ensures access to the glob-
al talent pool they rely on to innovate and thrive. 

Shifting stance

against the dollar. It is an all-time low
after a steady drop for some weeks, and
the rupee is unlikely to rise soon.
There are situations when a weaker cur-
rency does good to the economy and
sometimes, conscious policy initiatives
are taken towards that. But that is not
the case with India now. Both global and
domestic factors have contributed to the
weakening of the rupee. India’s econom-
ic growth has fallen to its lowest level
in three quarters and merchandise
trade deficits widened. The weaker
rupee offers some opportunities. 
It provides an export advantage and
could boost export-oriented industries
like textiles. Incentives may be offered
to such industries and suitable trade
strategies can be formulated in their
favour. 
Meanwhile, domestic manufacturing
and productivity should be improved
and reliance on imports should be
reduced as they will become costlier.
But, a weaker rupee fuels inflation as
imported goods and services become
dearer. RBI interventions and other

measures will provide only temporary
relief. The lasting solution to rupee
depreciation and other global challenges
is to strengthen the domestic economy
by improving production and increas-
ing exports.

N Sadhasiva Reddy | Bengaluru

PROVIDE MEDICAL HELP TO DALLEWAL
Madam — Apropos to providing med-
ical help to Dallewal. The Supreme
Court  has clarified in clear terms to
provide medical help to the agitating
farm leader to save his life and deal with
the resisting crowd with iron hand if
required. However the state government
representatives have expressed their
reservations of taking the risk of phys-
ical jostling with the resistance. The
point to ponder is who is then going to
do the needful if not the state authori-
ties putting the  credibility of the
Supreme Court order in question.

R S Narula | Patiala

THE LEGACY OF MANMOHANOMICS
Madam — In the article Dr. Manmohan
Singh's legacy as a pivotal figure in
Indian politics and economics is
thoughtfully and comprehensively eval-
uated. Through his tenure as prime
minister for two consecutive terms and
as finance minister in the 1990s, it rec-
ognizes his crucial contribution to the
development of contemporary India.
His strategic diplomatic engagements
and economic liberalisation initiatives,
such as the historic civil nuclear agree-
ment between the United States and
India, are rightfully hailed as turning
points that have improved India's
resilience and status in the world. 
Singh's lasting impact on India's socioe-
conomic structure is also highlighted in
the article, from social welfare reforms
to Aadhaar-based delivery systems.
Nonetheless, it is not afraid to criticize
his administration, pointing out his dif-
ficulties with coalition politics, the
impression of policy paralysis, and cor-
ruption scandals that damaged his
administration's reputation. His person-
al integrity and his special status as a
technocrat negotiating the turbulent
waters of Indian politics are acknowl-
edged in order to counterbalance these
criticisms. What is noteworthy is the
article's claim that, despite changes in
administration, Singh's vision and poli-
cies continue to support India's
advancement. It is convincing and evi-
dence of Singh's enduring influence that
"Manmohanomics" is being promoted
as a "Make in India" paradigm for
emerging countries. Overall, this arti-
cle is a contemplative homage to a leader
whose accomplishments merit a more
lenient assessment from the past.

Janvi Rajwani | Ujjain

THE FALLING RUPEE 
Madam— Apropos, "Rupee falls further
23 paise to hit fresh record low of 85.5
against US dollars," The Pioneer, Dec 28.
Its a cause of concern that rupee has
crossed the psychological barrier of 85
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Trump’s support for H-1B visas marks a major shift, offering

relief to US  companies and Indian tech workers alike

and rich profile as Dr
Manmohan Singh has and
with this, he has etched his
name in the history of India.
As such no academician or
economist in India could hope
to achieve the post of Prime
Minister of India considering
our varied polity and its nature.
Most of the professionals end
up on bureaucratic posts and
some may occupy the consti-
tutional position of President
or Vice-President of India or
Governors. Sonia Gandhi will
also be remembered for choos-
ing him as Prime Minister of
India after she was elected as
leader of the Congress
Parliamentary Party in the
year 2004 and refused to hold
the post considering opposi-
tion to her foreign origin.
The Indian masses specially
educated elite and young
brains aspiring to be great lead-
ers in many fields including
politics must take several
lessons from the life of Dr
Manmohan Singh. The first,
he was talented and humble
but more than that he had a
very high emotional intelli-
gence.
These days lot of people in
diverse fields end up failing
even though they have high
calibre, capability, knowledge
and intelligence but lack emo-
tional intelligence. It is the
emotional intelligence that
frames the mental makeup of
individuals reflected in their
demeanour while dealing with

people of diverse background
and situations. 
Second, he had an uncanny
talent for perceiving things
with poise and confidence
coming his way and organiz-
ing his capability most effi-
ciently for the benefit of his
organizations and ultimately
for the country as Prime
Minister of India and for his
party. Many of our leaders in
politics as also in bureaucracy
lack poise and confidence and
that results in making mistakes
at crucial times. Third is how
to handle provocative situa-
tions and when to be outspo-
ken. This quality is essential
while handling diversified
issues with conflicting claims
and counterclaims in both
politics and administration.
The fourth is to be silent like
when Rahul Gandhi tore a
proposed bill of his govern-
ment publically, and act firm
like a solid rock and take a
decision to its logical end
without any compromise. 
The iron will he had shown
when while signing the nuclear
deal with America had shown
his strong commitment and
capability to carry his decision
to its logical end even though
the CPM withdrew support for
his government. His govern-
ment was, however, bailed out
by the Samajwadi party but it
has shown his strong person-
ality as a national leader while
dealing with international
diplomacy. This attitude is the

hallmark of excellent leaders
who can balance things con-
sidering what is best for the
governance and the country. 
The fifth lesson which is most
important for today’s leaders is;
that he was above favouritism,
caste or religion and thus deft-
ly handled his government
with loyalty to his party leader
and the country. However,
sometimes the hangers-on in
power especially in the bureau-
cracy do play mischief as
observed by this writer never-
theless, such things always
happen with all powerful posts
and people. 
Though he was criticised by
the opposition he maintained
his poise and firmly remained
loyal to his way of doing
things and because of his
scholarly eloquence and
demeanours he was respected
by all world leaders who mat-
tered in international diploma-
cy. Dr Manmohan Singh, the
academician par excellence,
achieved dazzling heights.
Such personas are born in pol-
itics once in a century or not
born at all. I hope the current
politicians of his party and the
budding politicians/social and
administrative aspirants
imbibe these virtues to become
effective leaders of tomorrow,
which India needs today.

(The writer is the former
Director-General in the

Ministry of Environment and
Forest, Government of India;

views are personal)  

The statesman
and a gentleman

A
s the country mourns
the death of former
Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh
who breathed his last

on 26th December 2024 at the age
of 92. The world leaders condone
the death of a man who was a
common man’s Prime Minister
and a golden boy of destiny. 
He ruled the nation for 10 years
after having successfully dealt
with the economic crisis of 1991
when the then Prime Minister
Narsimha Rao appointed him
Finance Minister and the rest is
history of dismantling the license
raj and ushering in economic lib-
eralization of the economy and
the nation is grateful to him and
the Narsimha Rao for opening up
the economy of caged lion that is
India the benefits of which the
nation is reaping today. I write this
article when the country’s politics
is witnessing high conflicts and
drama and the entire gamut of
politicians coming from a back-
ground which is miles away from
Dr Manmohan Singh’s academ-
ic background as most of the time
the politicians are jostling with
each other in the quest for power,
position and money. 
The fractured polity of India is the
creation of politics of power and
money which also seamlessly
spreads across sectors of society
and administration. Dr
Manmohan Singh was born in
Pakistan and came to India as a
poor student but due to the sheer
dent of his talent, perseverance
and hard work obtained a schol-
arship and attained high educa-
tional qualifications as an econ-
omist from the University of
Cambridge and Oxford. As an
academician and economist, he
served the nation with dignity
and aplomb as an officer and
bureaucrat in the Planning
Commission, Chief Economic
Advisor and Secretary in the
Ministry of Environment,
Governor of the Reserve Bank of
India, Chairman of the University
Grant Commission and finally as
politician member of Rajya Sabha
for more than 30 years and Prime
Minister for 10 years. 
The luck favours the brave as the
saying goes and he had plenty of
it.No Prime Minister in the past
nor the near distant future is
going to have such a background

Memorial for Dr Singh  

THE LUCK FAVOURS

THE BRAVE 

AS THE SAYING 

GOES AND HE HAD

PLENTY OF IT.

NO PRIME MINISTER

IN THE PAST

NOR THE NEAR

DISTANT FUTURE IS

GOING TO HAVE

SUCH A

BACKGROUND

AND RICH PROFILE

AS DR MANMOHAN

SINGH HAS AND

WITH THIS, 

HE HAS ETCHED

HIS NAME 

IN THE 

HISTORY OF INDIA

The paradox of happiness:
Why we fear what we seek

I
n a bid demand to allocate space for
a memorial" for the former Prime
minister of India, Dr. Manmohan

Singh. The people of our country are
simply unable to understand why
govt of India could not find a location
for his cremation and memorial that
is befitting of his global stature, record
of outstanding achievements, and
exemplary service to the nation for
decades. 
Kharge also demanded that Singh's last
rites be conducted at a place where a
memorial can be built. 
When Kharge explained the demand
and his communication with Modi to
CWC, sources said a member of the
Gandhi family even suggested that the
cremation could be done at Shakti
Sthal or Veer Bhumi - the resting
places of former PMs Indira Gandhi
and Rajiv Gandhi. 

Dimple Wadhawan | Kanpur

V K BAHUGUNA

ASHA IYER KUMAR

As much as we strive for everlasting joy, we often find ourselves
wary of its fleeting nature, hesitating to fully embrace it

Dr Singh’s journey from a humble student to a distinguished
statesman is a testament to perseverance, intellect and humility
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‘ASIA PIVOT'

T
he teaching profession, often referred to as one of the noblest voca-
tions, faces significant challenges in today’s world. As society
evolves, so do the expectations placed upon educators. Despite

their pivotal role in shaping future generations, teachers grapple with numer-
ous issues ranging from inadequate compensation to increased work-
loads and shifting societal dynamics. Addressing these challenges is cru-
cial towards ensuring the sustainability and effectiveness of education
systems worldwide. 
Today, one of the most pressing issues for teachers is the sheer vol-
ume of work they manage. Beyond classroom teaching, educators are
tasked with lesson planning, grading, administrative duties, and even par-
ticipating in extracurricular activities. This workload which quite often
extends beyond school hours, leaves little time for their family life or per-
sonal development. Even the pressure to meet standardized testing bench-
marks and adaptiveness to diverse student needs adds to their stress
levels, contributing to burnout and high attrition rates within the profes-
sion. Despite the critical importance of their role, many teachers feel under-
valued and underpaid. In numerous countries, teacher salaries lag behind
those of other professions requiring similar levels of education and exper-
tise. 
This financial disparity not only affects their quality of life but also dis-
courages talented individuals from entering the profession. There is no
denying that recognition for the hard work and dedication put up by a
teacher is very limited which nowadays is diminishing their morale and
job satisfaction.The integration of technology into education has trans-

formed teaching methodologies, requiring teachers to continually update
their skills. While digital tools have enhanced learning experiences, they
also demand significant effort from educators to adapt and implement
effectively. The shift to online and hybrid learning models during the COVID-
19 pandemic underscored this challenge, highlighting gaps in training
and access to resources. Not only adaptations towards new learning
models but another complexity that a teacher faces is classroom man-
agement. 
With the advent of Gen Alpha, the role of a teacher has become increas-
ingly complex as they now have to deal with a wide range of student
behaviours and needs. Issues such as bullying, mental health challenges,
and lack of discipline have increased enormously, and the abolishment
of corporal punishments requires educators to act as counsellors and
mediators in addition to their teaching roles. At the same time, rising
parental expectations and involvement have also created added pres-
sure, with some parents demanding individualized attention for their chil-
dren.Despite so many challenges, there are multiple opportunities to
improve the teaching profession and support educators. Increased invest-
ment in education systems, including better salaries and benefits, can
help attract and retain talented teachers. It is extremely important to know
that teaching is the only profession that creates other professions. 
Promoting a culture of respect and appreciation for teachers, by recog-
nizing their contributions through awards, public acknowledgement, and
meaningful feedback can boost morale and reaffirm their value to soci-
ety. The challenges faced by teachers today are multifaceted and require
comprehensive solutions. By addressing issues such as workload, com-
pensation, and training, society can ensure that educators are equipped
and motivated to excel in their roles. Supporting teachers is not just an
investment in their well-being but in the future of the students they inspire
and educate. It is imperative to honour their dedication and create con-
ditions that allow them to thrive, for the benefit of all.

(The writer is an educaor; views are personal)

FIRSTCOLUMN

THE CHALLENGES OF
A NOBLE PROFESSION

A
s the year winds
down, it is natural to
reflect on the resolu-

tions that were made in
January. While there would
be some of us who could
hold on to their resolutions
and some others who could
not. However, there is no
reason to feel lost. Making a
New Year’s resolution itself
is a combination of aware-
ness about oneself and a
conscious decision to do
better. Even setting a goal is
a step in the right direction;
this is more than most peo-
ple manage. 
Being vegan once seen as a
fringe l ifestyle choice,
appears to be occupying an
increasingly bigger place not
only in the West but also in
India.Reports indicate that
vegan diets create 75% fewer 

greenhouse gas emissions
that contribute to global
warming, as well as 
much less water pollution
and wildlife damage. 
Fruits and vegetables,
legumes, and grains require
less energy, land, and water
to produce than animal-
derived diets. While diet
seems to be the biggest con-
cern for those wanting to

make the switch fact is that
veganism is not just about
diet, it is a lifestyle that
refrains people from any
form of animal exploitation.
Veganuar y- the global
behaviour

change organisation
encouraging people to try
vegan in Januar y and
beyond- understands the
importance of building a
supportive community.
Prashanth Vishwanath, who
heads the organisation in
India says “We know it takes
a whole ecosystem to form
positive habits. That’s why
we work with brands, restau-
rants and retailers to make
plant-based products more
accessible. Our 11 celebrity
ambassadors from India
show how they’re on top of
their game while eating

vegan. And anyone trying
vegan with us receives more
than 10 free resources
including daily support
emails. The idea is to make
the transition to eating more
plant-based as fun and
rewarding as possible.”
Building the ‘try vegan’
ecosystem
Collaborating with brandsIn
January 2024, 140 Indian
firms participated in the
Veganuar y movement,
launching new goods, spe-
cial deals, and menu items.
More than 40 new goods
were launched in India,
ranging from vegan eggs to
curry meal sets. 
Nature's Basket, Amazon
Fresh, Hilton Hotels, Big
Basket, and Hard Rock Cafe
were among the firms that
participated, and the cam-

paign anticipates that many
more will join this year.
Celebrity support
Veganuar y's  Indian
Ambassadors include film
stars, professional athletes,
and mountaineers, with
Mallika Sherawat being the
most recent addition. They
are passionate about it and

they have literally helped
show millions of people how
enriching plant-based eating
can be.
They send a loud and obvi-
ous message: a plant-based
diet is a huge advantage for
looking good on screen,
channelling inner creativity,
and fueling world record

feats. Free resourcesAnnual
Veganuary campaigns that
encourage people to try
vegan for a month as the
new year rolls in come with
an impressive list of free
goodies to make the transi-
tion enjoyable and hassle-
free. 
Participants gain access to a
digital celebrity cookbook,
with vegan recipes from
Indian and global celebrities,
a complete vegan starter kit,
with comprehensive answers
to any questions about
adopting a plant-based diet
and a lot more. 
In India, embracing vegan-
ism is especially practical,
thanks to the wide range of
naturally vegan foods that
are culturally familiar, and
easy to prepare taking out
the need for expensive or

exotic ingredients. It just
needs a little bit of planning
to ensure it meets all the
necessary nutrients. 
The list of vegan food vari-
eties is expanding every day,
offering plenty of options to
not only nourish your body
but also delight your taste
buds.
So, whether it’s for your
health, the planet, or com-
passion for animals, embrac-
ing a plant-based lifestyle is
more accessible than ever.
With the right support and
an abundance of options,
choosing to eat better could
be the most rewarding res-
olution you take on this
year.

(The writer is Country
Director for India,
Veganuary; views 

are personal)

Veganism: A resolution for health, planet, and compassion

Despite their vital role, educators remain

undervalued and overstressed, leading to burnout

SAKSHI SETHI

PRASHANTH
VISHWANATH

In 2024, a year of rising conflicts and environmental crises, the race for space
supremacy highlights a paradox: we look to the stars while neglecting our planet

NILANTHA
ILANGAMUWA

Reaching for the stars,
ruining the earth

tation, driven by centuries-old
dogmas and self-serving political
agendas, all of which continue to
wreak havoc on the lives of mil-
lions of Muslims. 
The situation in South Asia mir-
rors this instability. With the re-
election of Narendra Modi and
the BJP, India is significantly
expanding its global influence,
even as internal crises—such as
communal violence in the
Northeast and Kashmir—con-
tinue to intensify, with the gov-
ernment blaming its negligence. 
India is poised to become the
world’s third-largest economy
within five years, yet rising ten-
sions with the United States pre-
sent an opportunity to reassess
the true nature of America’s 'Asia
Pivot.' As tensions escalate in
Pakistan and neighbouring
Afghanistan, the region teeters on
the brink of broader conflict.
Political instability in Bangladesh,
exacerbated by alleged U.S.-spon-
sored 'people’s protests' that oust-
ed Sheikh Hasina, and fragile pol-
itics in Nepal, which increasing-
ly aligns with China, further fuel
the growing unease. 
Sri Lanka and the Maldives, after
years of political turmoil, have
found a degree of stability by
year’s end. Sri Lanka, in particu-
lar, has experienced a remarkable
political shift, with a single party
securing a supermajority in par-
liament, now populated by a
wave of inexperienced young
politicians. 
While the Maldives continues to
navigate its political challenges,
South Asia—often dismissed as a
'dead regional idea'—remains a
crucial player in global geopoli-
tics.Meanwhile, in 2024, Africa
boldly rejects colonial influence,
with nations like Niger, Burkina
Faso, Senegal, and Chad expelling
French forces and reclaiming
sovereignty. Yet, the continent's
vast resources fuel a neocolonial

scramble, exposing deep-rooted
corruption and divisive leader-
ship. Despite efforts to break
free, Africa remains trapped by
external exploitation and the
greed of its elites, hindering true
autonomy and progress.At the
same time, the relentless march
of artificial intelligence in 2024
highlights a more subtle threat:
the obliteration of labour. 
Entire industries, from retail to
finance, have been disrupted by
automation, leaving millions of
workers displaced. In the U.S.,
unemployment rates hovered
around 4.5% in 2024, but these
statistics scarcely reflect the many
individuals who have been rele-
gated to underemployment or
excluded from the labour market
entirely. Meanwhile, global pro-
jections suggest that job dis-
placement due to automation
will increase by up to 30% over
the next decade. While the tech-
nocrats celebrate AI’s progress,
mill ions are left  behind.
Simultaneously, the integration of
AI into military systems raises the
frightening possibil ity of
autonomous warfare, where
human lives are subject to the
whims of algorithms. 
In 2024, climate change wors-
ened, but leaders offered only
empty words. The COP29 col-
lapse highlighted the wealthiest
nations’ evasion of responsibili-
ty, leaving the vulnerable to suf-
fer while the crisis, fueled by
inequality and unchecked indus-
trialisation, deepened. By 2024,
over 700 million people world-
wide were living in extreme
poverty, with hunger rates climb-
ing sharply due to both the eco-
nomic pressures of conflict and
climate-related calamities. 
For many, securing enough food
to survive has become an increas-
ingly insurmountable struggle.In
space, the race for hegemony
reached new heights, as the U.S.,

China, and private corporations
competed for supremacy in the
cosmos. 
Yet, one must question: why are
such vast resources being allocat-
ed to space exploration when the
world’s most pressing issues
remain unaddressed? The billions
being invested in Mars colonisa-
tion could be better used to
address the problems on Earth,
yet the Western obsession with
space reflects a deeper sense of
hubris. 
Humanity looks to the stars but
fails to confront the crises that are
unfolding on its soil.The year
2024 will be remembered as one
that exposed the profound con-
tradictions of our age. The
Western world is at war with
itself, consumed by political divi-
sions, economic inequality, and
an incapacity to respond to the
genuine challenges of our time.
The rise of populism, authoritar-
ianism, and unchecked techno-
logical advancement portends a
future in which the divide
between the rich and the poor
widens, and the planet teeters on
the brink of environmental col-
lapse. In this environment, the
struggle for survival will no
longer be merely political—it
will be existential. 
We are increasingly forfeiting
our collective responsibility, con-
tinuing to vie for better accom-
modations in a sinking vessel,
fully aware that we are all
doomed to submerge. As we
enter 2025, may we dare to con-
front the tumult of our times with
the audacity to question every-
thing, forging a future that chal-
lenges the very forces seeking to
dominate us. Wishing you a year
of purpose and unity. 

(The writer is a journalist and
policy analyst. Views expressed

are personal)

T
hat was a harrowing near-miss.
Trump endured an assassina-
tion attempt, and the ensuing
spectacle was nothing short of
fantastical. As he emerged,

emboldened and defiant, a self-pro-
claimed martyr rallying Americans to
"fight…fight…fight," the undercurrent of
turmoil in the U.S. political sphere
became irrefutable. Following the attack,
responsibility was squarely placed on the
Secret Service, prompting the resignation
of its chief, Kimberly Cheatle. However,
the pivotal question is not about securi-
ty oversights but rather the significance
of his survival. 
The fact that Trump has now emerged
from such an ordeal only solidifies his
centrality in American political dis-
course. His rhetoric will escalate to
unprecedented levels of provocation,
further inflaming a deeply divided nation.
As January 20 nears and he ascends to the
presidency as the 47th leader, we must
confront an uncomfortable truth:
America is on the precipice of a more
ominous epoch. This is not merely about
one man’s political endurance—it is
about the disintegration of American
society itself, driven to the brink by long-
standing forces in motion.On the broad-
er geopolitical stage, 2024 has been a year
of unsettling reconfigurations. 
In Asia, China’s dominance over Taiwan
is undeniable, with global consensus
growing that Beijing’s ambitions will not
yield to Western opposition. For years, the
U.S. has provoked China through military
deployments and arms to Taiwan. Yet,
China’s psychological and economic war-
fare has shifted the global balance of
power, eroding America's influence in the
Pacific. Despite this, the U.S. persists, its
foreign policy increasingly marked by
desperation and entrenched
arrogance.Meanwhile, the war in Ukraine,
now in its third year, serves as a painful
reminder of the West’s misguided strat-
egy of intervention. NATO’s resolve is
deteriorating, and support for Kyiv is
dwindling in many Western capitals as the
economic cost of the war becomes more
pronounced. Public disillusionment with
the conflict is palpable, yet the U.S. con-
tinues to allocate resources to a war with
no clear resolution in sight. 
The arms industry flourishes, and NATO’s
failure to pursue a diplomatic resolution
leaves a bitter aftertaste, as Russia,
empowered by internal European divi-
sions, presses its advantage. In 2024
alone, the global arms trade reached a
staggering $632 billion, with much of that
revenue enriching manufacturers who
profit from relentless destruction. The
grim reality is that war has evolved into
a lucrative enterprise, sustaining the
military-industrial complex while civil-
ians bear the cost. 
A similar dynamic is unfolding in West
Asia, where Israel’s military actions
against Palestine and Lebanon have
extended into Syria by year’s end, driven
by a voracious expansionist agenda, all
under the protective mantle of U.S. sup-
port. The missile exchanges between
Iran and Israel risk escalating into full-
scale warfare, with no resolution in sight. 
Yet, the West remains obsessively focused
on preserving its hegemonic power, bla-
tantly disregarding the mounting human-
itarian catastrophes. In parallel, the Arab
world exposes its deep-seated fragmen-

Beyond being a dietary choice, veganism offers transformative benefits for personal health, environmental sustainability, and animal welfare.
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T
he Engineering Export Promotion Council (EEPC), India
on Sunday proposed the introduction of a “faceless”
GST audit system to boost ease of doing business in the

country. The apex engineering exports promotion body’s
proposal comes following the successful implementation of
‘faceless assessment’ by the Income Tax department. “The
faceless GST audit system, by using technology and
ensuring anonymity, will reduce compliance costs. A faceless
system will streamline procedures allowing MSMEs to focus
on growth and innovation," said Pankaj Chadha, chairman of
EEPC India. The proposal is a part of EEPC India's Budget
2025 recommendation. By introducing a “faceless” GST
audit system, India can further improve its ranking in the
Ease of Doing Business index, making it a more attractive
destination for foreign investors, it said. It also proposed that
Reverse Charge Mechanism (RCM) related liabilities should
be eligible for the ‘Amnesty Scheme’ to address challenges
faced by exporters, who may be unaware of foreign bank
charges and foreign business services.

EEPC India bats for
‘faceless' GST audit system

I
ndia's exports to its trade agreement partner Australia rose
64.4 per cent year-on-year to USD 643.7 million in
November on account of healthy growth in sectors such as

textiles, chemicals and agricultural products, according to the
commerce ministry data. However, the country's merchandise
exports recorded a decline of 5.21 per cent year-on-year to
USD 5.56 billion during April-November 2024-25, the
preliminary data showed. India and Australia implemented an
interim trade pact -- Economic Cooperation and Trade
Agreement (ECTA) -- on December 29, 2022 and are now in
negotiations to widen the scope of the pact and make it a
Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement (CECA). On
the completion of two years of ECTA, Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal said the agreement has brought with it
increased market access for Indian exporters, expanded
opportunities for MSMEs and farmers, and generated several
employment avenues. It has also enabled growth in exports by
14 per cent in 2023-24; notable boost in IT/ITeS, business and
travel services; and port-study work and work holiday visas,
he said in a port on social media platform. 

India's exports to 
Australia up 64.4 pc

T
wenty-five years ago, on December 28, 1999, Reliance
launched its first refinery at Jamnagar, Gujarat. The
refinery overnight turned India from a fuel deficit nation

to a self-sufficient one and later into a surplus, exporting
gasoline and gasoil to Europe and the US. Today, Jamnagar
has become the world's refining hub - an engineering marvel
that is India's pride. When Reliance Industries Ltd, India's
most valuable company, first spoke of building an oil refinery
to process and convert crude oil pumped out of ground and
from below seabed, into fuels like petrol (gasoline) and
diesel (gasoil), majority of the experts had said that it would
be impossible for an Indian company to set up the world's
largest grassroots refinery in three years. But Reliance
achieved that in a world-record time of just 33 months,
notwithstanding lack of infrastructure and a severe cyclone
that had hit Jamnagar then, sources aware of the matter
said. More importantly, the 27 million tonnes a year
(560,000 barrels per day) capacity unit was built at nearly 40
per cent lesser cost (per tonne) in comparison to
contemporary refineries in Asia.

Reliance's Jamnagar ‘super'
refinery completes 25 yrs 
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Money
Govt cancels auction of
11 critical mineral blocks
PNS n NEW DELHI

The government has cancelled
the auction of 11 critical min-
eral blocks in the fourth round
due to poor response.

While no bids were received
for four blocks, the remaining
seven mines got less than three
technically qualified bidders,
according to the annulment
notice.

The four blocks which
include tungsten and glau-
conite, are located in the states
of Chhattisgarh and Arunachal
Pradesh.

"Since there were nil bids
received....the auction process
for four mineral blocks stands
annulled," the notice said.

Critical minerals, such as
cobalt, copper, lithium, nickel
and rare earths, play crucial
roles in the production of
clean energy technologies,
ranging from wind turbines to
electric vehicles.

"Since there were less than
three technically qualified bid-
ders...the auction process of
these seven mineral blocks
stands annulled," the notice
said.

The government had earli-
er cancelled the auction of
three critical mineral blocks in

the third round, 14 blocks in
the second round, and 14 in
the first tranche of critical
minerals as the response was
lukewarm. The government
had earlier said that 24 critical
and strategic mineral blocks
have been sold in four rounds
of auction.

"Out of 48 blocks put to e-
auction, 24 have been success-
fully auctioned, including four
mining lease (ML) and 20
composite licenses (CL)
blocks," the mines ministry
had said.

India is all set to launch a
Critical Mineral Mission in the
upcoming year to secure vital
resources for green energy and

technology.
The initiative involves gov-

ernment, industry, and
research collaboration, focus-
ing on acquiring overseas
assets like lithium and cobalt,
particularly in Australia, and
boosting domestic mining
through auctions and road-
shows.

With a series of high-profile
roadshows abroad along with
plans to acquire critical miner-
al assets in Australia, India is
set to woo international
investors and make its mark on
the global mining map.

The countries are now rac-
ing in a bid to secure these vital
resources, which include lithi-

um and cobalt, through a com-
plex web of policies and
alliances, realising that critical
minerals are the new lifeblood
of the 21st-century economy.

According to an estimate by
the World Bank, by 2050, the
production of minerals, includ-
ing lithium and cobalt, will
need to increase by nearly 500
per cent in a bid to meet the
growing demand for clean
energy technologies.

At the same time, the
International Energy Agency
foresees that the rise in electric
vehicles and battery storage
will speed up the demand for
these minerals at least 30 times
by 2040.

PNS n NEW DELHI

India will set up more coal-fired
and hydro-power plants and
ramp up transmission infra-
structure to achieve round-the-
clock ‘Power for All' in 2025,
besides meeting rising demand
fueled by economic expansion.

To meet the growing energy
demand, the government has
devised a major plan for power
generation capacity addition and
the expansion of transmission
infrastructure.

According to Minister of State
for Power Shripad Yesso Naik,
India can definitely achieve ‘24x7’
power for all with all the efforts

in the ministry under the lead-
ership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. “We can do it.
In 2025, we will be almost there
to have 24X7 power for all in the
country," Naik said.

He also said that the govern-
ment is ready to support the
expansion plan of the power sec-
tor in view of rising demand.

According to government esti-
mates, peak power demand is
expected to touch 270 GW in the
summer season in 2025, up
from the record high of 250 GW
in May 2024 and 243 GW in
September 2023. The peak power
demand is estimated to reach a
level of 446 GW by 2035.

The Ministry of Power along
with states, has planned about 80
GW by 2031-32. Besides about
14 GW of hydro projects and
6,050 MW Pumped Storage
Projects (PSP) are under con-
struction. About 24.22 GW of

hydroelectric projects and
50.76GW MW of PSP are under
various stages of planning and are
targeted to be completed by
2031-32.

About 7,300 MW of Nuclear
Capacity is under construction

and 7,000 MW is under various
stages of planning and approval.

Besides, the government will
also add about 300 GW of
renewable energy capacity to
have 500 GW of non-fossil fuel-
based power generation by 2030.

To evacuate electricity from
the additional power genera-
tion capacity, the government has
planned an investment of Rs 9.16
lakh crore to ramp up transmis-
sion infrastructure by 2032 to
meet the rising demand for elec-
tricity.

Chairman, CII National Power
Committee, and Managing
Director, Adani Energy Solutions
Anil Sardana said, "With signif-
icant strides in renewable ener-
gy integration, grid modernisa-
tion, and an unwavering com-
mitment to carbon reduction, the
sector has taken a giant leap
towards meeting both domestic
and global energy demands."

India to boost power generation, transmission infra 
According to Minister of State for
Power Shripad Yesso Naik, India can
definitely achieve ‘24x7’ power for all
with all the efforts in the ministry
under the leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. “We can do it. In 2025,
we will be almost there to have 24X7
power for all in the country," Naik said

YEAR-POWER

PNS n NEW DELHI

Industry body CII in its budget
suggestions for 2025-26 has rec-
ommended lowering the excise
duty on fuel to boost consump-
tion, especially at the lower
income level, arguing that fuel
prices significantly drive infla-
tion. The budget could also
consider reducing marginal tax
rates for personal income up to
Rs 20 lakh per annum. This
would help trigger the virtuous
cycle of consumption, higher
growth and higher tax revenue,
said CII. Asserting that the gap
between the highest marginal
rate for individuals at 42.74 per
cent and the normal Corporate
Tax Rate at 25.17 per cent, is
high, it said, inflation has
reduced the buying power of
lower and middle-income earn-
ers.

"The central excise duty alone
accounts for approximately 21
per cent of the retail price for
petrol and 18 per cent for diesel.
Since May 2022, these duties
have not been adjusted in line

with the approximately 40 per
cent decrease in global crude
prices. Lowering excise duty on
fuel would help reduce overall
inflation and increase disposable
incomes," the industry body
said. Chandrajit Banerjee,
Director General, CII, said
domestic consumption has been
critical to India’s growth story,
but inflationary pressures have
somewhat eroded the purchas-
ing power of consumers.

"Government interventions
could focus on enhancing dis-
posable incomes and stimulat-
ing spending to sustain econom-
ic momentum. Persistent food
inflationary pressures particular-
ly impinge upon low-income
rural households who allocate
larger share to food in their con-
sumption basket”, he added.

BUDGET 2025-26

CII calls for cut in excise
duty on fuel to stir demand

Markets to end 2024 with positive
returns despite roller coaster ride
PNS n NEW DELHI

Dalal Street had a roller coast-
er ride in 2024 from shattering
record after record to facing
heavy correction off-late but
equity markets still rewarded
investors with positive returns,
driven by a surge in domestic
fund flows and a resilient
macro landscape.

The first half of the year saw
robust corporate earnings, a
surge in domestic flows, and a
resilient macro landscape, dri-
ving the Nifty to an all-time
high of 26,277.35 in September
2024, according to Motilal
Oswal Wealth Management.

"In the last two months, the
market has corrected from its
all-time high. This correction
marked the third major decline
since the COVID-19 pandem-
ic in 2020, with unprecedent-
ed selling by Foreign
Institutional Investors (FIIs)
due to a combination of
domestic and global factors," it
said in a note.

As of December 27, the BSE

benchmark Sensex has gained
6,458.81 points or 8.94 per cent
while the NSE Nifty climbed
2,082 points or 9.58 per cent.
The year was marked by signif-
icant events, with the Indian
general elections and the US
Presidential polls taking centre
stage.

Equity markets also grap-
pled with two major geopolit-
ical turmoil -- the Israel-Iran
conflict and the ongoing
Russia-Ukraine war.

"2024, was a year of tug of
war between the bulls & bears

marked by volatility majorly
driven by global microeco-
nomic data points followed by
geopolitical tensions impacting
markets. Despite all the uncer-
tainties around the world,
Indian markets sustained the
pressure and delivered very
decent returns.

"It was also a year of surge in
valuation to the peak making
Indian markets the most
expensive in the world. While
the excess liquidity in the mar-
ket pushed valuations as high
as possible surpassing funda-

mentals theories which even-
tually invited corrections in the
markets from the top,"
Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP
Research, Research Analyst,
Mehta Equities Ltd, said.

The BSE benchmark Sensex
hit its record peak of 85,978.25
on September 27 this year, and
the NSE Nifty also reached the
lifetime high of 26,277.35 on
the same day.

"2024 marked the ninth con-
secutive year of gains for the
Indian equity market. Despite
a challenging final quarter, the
market delivered strong returns
for the year, with midcap and
smallcap stocks outperforming
and rewarding investors hand-
somely.

"However, benchmark
indices like the Nifty and
Sensex lagged behind their
global counterparts, particular-
ly the US markets. This under-
performance was largely driven
by persistent and aggressive
selling by FIIs," Santosh Meena,
Head of Research, Swastika
Investmart Ltd, said.

YEAR-STOCKS

Markets to track FII
trading, macroeco data,
global trends: Analysts

PNS n NEW DELHI

Macroeconomic data
announcements, trading activ-
ity of foreign investors and
global trends will guide equi-
ty market movement this week,
which would also mark the
beginning of the new calendar
year and month, analysts said.

Movement of rupee, which
registered the steepest fall in
almost two years to hit its life-
time intra-day low on Friday,
will also be tracked by
investors.

"Persistent FIIs (Foreign
Institutional Investors) selling
has been a source of pressure
on Indian markets, and their
stance in the new year could
shape near-term trends.
Meanwhile, monthly auto sales
data will also be closely
watched. As the Q3 earnings
season approaches, corporate
quarterly updates will begin
trickling in, setting the stage for
market expectations," Santosh
Meena, Head of Research,
Swastika Investmart Ltd, said.

On the international front,
key economic indicators like

manufacturing PMI data from
China and the US, along with
US jobless claims, will play a
crucial role, Meena said.

However, the dollar index
and US bond yields remain the
most critical factors influenc-
ing the direction of global
markets, he added.

Auto stocks will also remain
in the limelight this week amid
monthly sales data announce-
ment.

"As we step into the new cal-
endar year and month, auto
sales data will be closely mon-
itored for initial market cues. In
the absence of any significant
events, attention is likely to shift
toward FII flows and currency
movement, especially as the
rupee continues to weaken
against the US dollar. These
factors could play a crucial role
in shaping market direction in
the near term," Ajit Mishra --
SVP, Research, Religare
Broking Ltd, said.

Last week, the BSE bench-
mark climbed 657.48 points, or
0.84 per cent, and the Nifty
went up 225.9 points, or 0.95
per cent.

PNS n NEW DELHI

India is poised to achieve new heights in
foodgrain production in 2025, driven by
favourable monsoon, though significant
challenges persist in pulses and oilseeds
production as the country's agricultural
sector shows signs of robust recovery.

The Agriculture Ministry's initial pro-
jections paint an optimistic picture, with
kharif (summer) foodgrain production
estimated at a record 164.7 million tonnes
for the 2024-25 crop year ending June 2025.

Winter crop planting has maintained
steady progress, with wheat sown across
29.31 million hectares as of mid-December
2024, while total rabi (winter) crops cover
55.88 million hectares.

"We had a good kharif crop because of
normal rainfall," Agriculture Secretary
Devesh Chaturvedi told PTI.

"Overall, the crop prospect for the
whole year looks promising," he added,
though cautioning against potential heat

waves in February-March that could affect
the winter wheat harvest.

The agricultural sector is projected to
bounce back strongly, with growth projec-
tions of 3.5-4 per cent in 2024-25, up from
1.4 per cent in the previous fiscal year.

Agri-economist S Mahendra Dev attrib-
utes this improvement to "good monsoon
and rise in rural demand".

This growth comes despite localised
floods and droughts affecting crops in parts
of Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, and
Rajasthan. Climate change-induced weath-
er anomalies have particularly impacted

onion and tomato yields in certain regions.
However, the path ahead isn't without

hurdles.
To address the persistent challenge of

self-sufficiency in pulses and oilseeds, the
government will roll out the National
Mission on Edible Oils - Oilseeds (NMEO-
Oilseeds) in 2025, backed by a substantial
budget of Rs 10,103 crore. The initiative
aims to reduce import dependency
through targeted interventions and
increased support prices.

The horticulture sector has shown
remarkable progress, with record produc-
tion of fruits and vegetables. The success
is attributed to improved farming practices
and technology adoption under various
government schemes.

The sector is witnessing increased tech-
nological adoption, with drones and AI-
driven tools gaining traction. "These inno-
vations offer immense potential to enhance
productivity," said Ashish Dobhal, CEO of
UPL Sustainable AgriSolutions.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Employee attrition in private
sector banks has witnessed an
increase to about 25 per cent
and this high turnover rate
poses significant operational
risk, according to the latest
Report on Trend and Progress
of Banking in India 2023-24.

Employee attrition rates are
high across select private sec-
tor banks and small finance
banks (SFBs), the report,
which was released by the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
said.

The total number of
employees of private banks
surpassed that of public sector
banks (PSBs) during 2023-24,
but their attrition has
increased sharply over the last
three years, with average attri-
tion rate of around 25 per cent,
it said.

"High attrition and employ-
ee turnover rate pose signifi-
cant operational risks, includ-
ing disruption in customer
services, besides leading to loss
of institutional knowledge and
increased recruitment costs. In
various interactions with
banks, the Reserve Bank has
stressed that reducing attrition
is not just a human resource
function but a strategic imper-

ative," it said.
Banks need to implement

strategies like improved
onboarding processes, pro-
viding extensive training and
career development opportu-
nities, mentorship pro-
grammes, competitive bene-
fits, and a supportive work-
place culture to build long-
term employee engagement, it
said.

In view of several irregular-
ities observed in grant of loans
against gold ornaments and
jewellery, including top-up
loans, the Reserve Bank
advised supervised entities to
comprehensively review their
policies, processes and prac-
tices on gold loans to identify
gaps and initiate appropriate
remedial measures in a time-
bound manner. Supervised
entities were advised to close-
ly monitor their gold loan
portfolios and ensure ade-
quate controls over outsourced
activities and third-party ser-
vice providers, it said.

Foodgrain output set to scale new
peak as farm sector eyes 4 pc growth

Critical minerals, such
as cobalt, copper,
lithium, nickel and rare
earths, play crucial
roles in the production
of clean energy
technologies, ranging
from wind turbines to
electric vehicles

‘High employee attrition
in private banks pose
operational risk’
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‘Doctors aren’t just 
lifesavers; they’re human too’

TEJAL SINHA

tejal.sinha30@gmail.com

A
amir Ali is a name that res-
onates with versatility and
passion in the entertain-
ment industry. With a
career spanning from tele-
vision to different other

mediums, Aamir has proven time and
again that he is more than just an
actor—he is a storyteller who brings his
characters to life with unmatched depth
and authenticity. Known for his com-
pelling performances in both drama
and comedy, his work has captivated
audiences across a variety of genres. 

His latest project, the medical drama
Doctors, marks a new chapter in his
career, where he plays Dr. Dhaval, a com-
plex character navigating the highs and
lows of the medical world. The show
takes a unique approach to the lives of

doctors, offering a glimpse into their per-
sonal struggles and the toll their demand-
ing profession takes on them. With his
dedication, emotional depth and eye for
meaningful roles, he continues to solid-
ify his place as one of the most exciting
and respected actors in the industry. In
an exclusive conversation with The
Pioneer, the F.I.R actor opens up about
his experience working on this project,
his thoughts on the character of Dr.
Dhaval and the challenges of portraying
such a complex role.

When asked about his initial feelings
before embarking on a new project, Ali
admits that a sense of jitteriness is
always part of the process. “Whenever I
start a project, I’m always jittery. That’s
the only thing I’m jittery about—the pro-
ject itself,” he shared. “I’m very particu-
lar, very concerned about the little
things. There’s always this self-doubt,
wondering whether I should do it or not.

But once I’m sure about the project, I sur-
render completely to it, and then I stop
questioning things.”

His methodical approach was evident
when he first met the team behind
Doctors. “When I met producer Sidharth
Malhotra the producer and director
Sahil, I was gauging everyone. I needed
to understand the script,” he said. “It was
pretty visible on my face, the uncertain-
ty, but I could feel that there was some-
thing special about this project. The way
they were planning it, it was unlike any
other series I had seen before. This was-
n’t just about an incident happening in
a doctor’s life; it was about their lives,
what they go through on a personal and
professional level.”

Aamir explained how Doctors sets itself
apart from other medical dramas. “There
are shows made about doctors, but most
of them are incident-based. This one is dif-
ferent. Yes, there are medical aspects, but
it’s much more about the emotions and
experiences of the doctors. We take doc-
tors for granted, considering them life-
savers, but their job is often thankless.
They’re expected to be available 24/7. If

they don’t pick up the phone at 3 in the
morning, we blame them,” the Faraaz
fame pointed out. “But the show also
acknowledges that they can make mis-
takes and get tired. It shows them as
real people who deal with complex
emotions, which is something I found
very beautiful about the script.”

Regarding the show’s overall tone,
hepraised the subtle approach taken by

the makers. “What I loved about the
show is that it’s not preachy. It pre-
sents the right kind of information,

but it doesn’t hit you over the
head with it. It feels authen-

tic and true to the lives of
doctors, without trying to
lecture the audience.”

As the conversation
shifted to the release of
the trailer and the audi-
ence’s response, The
Trial actor expressed
his excitement. “The
trailer gives you a
glimpse of the show,
but trust me, the
show is so much
better. I was
blown away
when I saw parts
of it. I had high
expectations, but
it turned out
even better than
I imagined. The
look, the feel,
e v e r y t h i n g
about it is top-
notch. People

have even com-
pared it

to international shows, which is a huge
compliment. It’s thrilling and gives that
kind of vibe.”

Aamir plays Dr. Dhaval, a doctor with
a complex past. While he couldn’t reveal
too much about his character, he shared
a little about what makes him unique. “Dr.
Dhaval is a man who’s been through a lot
in life—anger, betrayal, but also peace. He’s
a very layered character and that’s what
drew me to him. He’s complicated, and
that’s what makes him interesting. When
you watch the show, you’ll understand why
he’s such a complex guy.”

Discussing the challenges of portraying
such a character, he shared that it was not
an easy role. “This show was difficult for
a number of reasons,” he admitted. “We
had workshops on what to do and what not
to do and that really helped us get into
character. The director’s style was very par-
ticular; we did many takes from different
angles, which was exhausting. But once you
see the final product, you’ll understand
why it was necessary to get the mood just
right.”

Another challenge was mastering the
technical language and the medical pro-
cedures. “We had to learn a lot of techni-
cal terms and some of them were quite
complex. We also had to be trained on how
to wear surgical gloves, handle medical
instruments, and wear the gear a surgeon
wears. It was all very precise, and we had
two doctors—Dr. Agni and Dr. Jeev—on
set to guide us. They made sure we did
everything correctly, from how to move to
how to pronounce the medical terms prop-
erly.”

When asked about memorable moments
from the shoot, Aamir reflected on the
intensity of the surgical scenes. “There were
some surreal moments. We used silicone
models for surgeries, and they were so real-
istic. When you’re doing a neurosurgery
scene, it feels so real that it honestly makes
you nervous. You’re trying to get everything
right and it’s a lot to take in.”

The conversation then turned to his
admiration for OTT projects, which he had
expressed in a previous interview. “I’ve
always loved the freedom and boldness
that OTT platforms offer. There’s a lot of
great content out there and Doctors is one
of those projects that stands out. It’s
thrilling, emotional, and realistic. It’s
exciting to be part of such a great show. I’m
happy to be working with amazing mak-
ers and I think the audience will really
appreciate this one.”

Looking ahead, Aamir teased some
exciting future projects but was unable to
share details. “I’m working on something
interesting, but I can’t talk about it right
now,” he said with a smile. “I’m bound by
confidentiality, but it’s something I’m
really looking forward to.”

As Aamir continues to take on new roles
and challenges, one thing is clear: Doctors
is a project he is incredibly proud of. With
its unique perspective on the medical pro-
fession and a cast committed to authen-
ticity, Doctors promises to be a must-watch
series as it is currently streaming on Jio
Cinema. 

DEEPIKA PADUKONE–RANVEER SINGH

In 2024, Deepika
Padukone and
Ranveer Singh
embraced
parenthood with
the birth of their
daughter, Dua
Padukone Singh.
The couple
shared the joyful
news on
Instagram,
explaining the significance of her name, “Dua,”
which means “prayer,” as she was the answer to
their heartfelt wishes. Since becoming a mother,
Deepika has offered glimpses into her journey,
candidly sharing moments like adjusting to Dua's
playful sleep patterns. 

RICHA CHADHA-ALI FAZAL

Bollywood actors
Richa Chadha and
Ali Fazal welcomed
their first child, a
daughter named
Zuneyra Ida Fazal.
The couple shared
their joy on social
media, expressing
gratitude for their
healthy baby girl.
Since then, Richa

has offered glimpses into her life as a new
mother, sharing moments of joy and reflection
with her followers. The family was also spotted
embarking on their first vacation together,

marking a new chapter in their lives.

ANUSHKA SHARMA-VIRAT KOHLI

Bollywood actress Anushka Sharma and cricketer
Virat Kohli welcomed their second child, a son
named Akaay. The unique name “Akaay”
garnered significant public interest, becoming the
second most searched term in Google's Year in

Search 2024 sub-
category
“Meaning.” In
November 2024,
Anushka shared
the first picture of
Akaay with his
sister Vamika,
delighting fans
and offering a
glimpse into their
growing family. 

RADHIKA APTE-BENEDICT TAYLOR

Actress Radhika Apte and her husband, Benedict
Taylor, welcomed their first child, a baby girl.
Radhika shared the joyous news on Instagram,
posting a heartfelt photo of herself breastfeeding

her newborn during a work meeting, highlighting
her seamless transition back to professional life.
The couple, who married in 2012, had kept the
pregnancy private until Radhika's appearance at
the BFI London Film Festival in October 2024,
where she debuted her baby bump.

SONNALLI SEYGALL-ASHESH 

L SAJNANI

Actress Sonnalli
Seygall and her
husband, Ashesh
L Sajnani,
welcomed their
first child, a
daughter named
Shukar. The
couple, who
married in 2023,
shared their joy
on social media,
with Ashesh
posting a heartfelt video of himself dancing in the
hospital room after their daughter's birth.
Sonnalli expressed her gratitude, explaining that
the name “Shukar” embodies the thankfulness
they feel in their lives. Embracing motherhood,
Sonnalli has been open about her experiences,
choosing to care for her newborn without a
nanny and sharing insights into her journey as a
new mother. 

NATASHA DALAL-VARUN DHAWAN

Fashion designer Natasha Dalal and her husband,
actor Varun Dhawan, welcomed their first child, a
daughter named Lara. The couple shared the

joyous news on
social media, with
Varun posting a
heartfelt message:
“Our baby girl is
here. Thank you for
all the good wishes
for the mama and
the baby.” Since
Lara's birth, Natasha
and Varun have
been adjusting to
their new roles as
parents, cherishing
this special time in their lives.

MASABA GUPTA–

SATYADEEP MISRA

Fashion
designer and
actress Masaba
Gupta and her
husband, actor
Satyadeep
Misra,
welcomed their
first child, a
daughter born
on the
auspicious

occasion of Durga Ashtami. The couple shared
the joyous news on Instagram, posting a heartfelt
announcement along with a glimpse of their
newborn's tiny feet. Masaba's mother, veteran
actress Neena Gupta, expressed her happiness
by sharing a photo holding her granddaughter,

captioned “Meri beti ki beti - Rab rakha,”
reflecting the family's joy and gratitude. 

YAMI GAUTAM–ADITYA DHAR

Actress Yami Gautam and her husband,
filmmaker Aditya Dhar, welcomed their first child,
a son named Vedavid. The couple shared the
joyous news on social media, expressing their
excitement about embarking on the journey of
parenthood. Yami took a brief hiatus from her

professional commitments to embrace
motherhood, sharing glimpses of her new life,
including her appreciation for traditional postnatal
foods like panjeeri ladoo.

AMALA PAUL-JAGAT DESAI

Actress Amala Paul and her husband, Jagat
Desai, welcomed their first child, a son named
Ilai. The couple shared the joyous news on
Instagram, posting a heartfelt video that
offered glimpses of their newborn and the
celebrations at home. In September, during the

Onam festival, Amala delighted fans by
revealing Ilai's face in a series of festive
photographs, expressing her happiness in
cherishing family traditions with her son. 

PRANITHA SUBHASH-NITIN RAJU

Pranitha
Subhash and her
husband, Nitin
Raju, are
overjoyed to be
expecting their
second child.
The actress, who
has made a
mark in
Kannada, Telugu,
Tamil, Hindi and
Malayalam
cinema, shared
the exciting news on Instagram on July 25, 2024,
with a series of beautiful photos showcasing her
baby bump. In her typical playful style, she
captioned the post, “Round 2… The pants don't
fit anymore,” adding a humorous touch to the
announcement.

T
he concept of holistic educa-
tion—a philosophy focused on
educating the whole person,

beyond core academics—is gaining
momentum in schools. With the advent
of technology and the prevalence of
instant gratification, children increasing-
ly struggle to maintain a happy lifestyle.
Schools, where children spend the
majority of their time, are beginning to
recognise that students need more than
just a solid foundation in core subjects;
they also need the support of a commu-
nity and the opportunity to develop a
compassionate understanding of the
world around them.

The holistic approach is a comprehen-
sive tool that educators use to address
the emotional, social, ethical and aca-
demic needs of students within an
integrated learning framework. Soul
Science is one such framework, empha-
sizing the comprehensive development
of the mind, body and soul. Students are
taught to reflect on their actions and
how they impact both the global and
local communities, as well as how to
learn from the community around
them. Teachers often engage students in
real-life, application-based projects that
hone critical-thinking skills and pro-
mote social-emotional learning.

The primary goal of Soul Science is
to cultivate a child's physical, emotion-
al, moral, psychological and spiritual
attributes. Educating the whole child
means providing a suite of opportuni-
ties tailored to a child’s unique skills and
emotions. Soul Science is not just
another subject; it is a real-life discipline
where lessons are conducted in a safe,
supportive environment, enabling stu-

dents to leverage their innate talents. The
educator’s role is crucial, serving as a
guide to nurture students with varying
educational levels and learning capabil-
ities. While holistic education offers a
comprehensive approach, educators
may employ a variety of methods and
strategies to create a holistic learning
culture, tailored to the specific context
of the school and community.

Soul Science, a homegrown initiative
of Birla Open Minds, is one of the
strongest unique selling points (USPs)
of our network of schools. It has proven
effective in fostering happiness, devel-
oping skills and shaping the subcon-
scious minds of children, acting as a
North Star for their life’s journey.

Soul Science is the cornerstone of
holistic teaching and learning. By har-
monizing the soul, mind and body, stu-
dents can transcend the confines of ego,
competition and materialism. This
approach fosters a deeper appreciation
for compassion and nurtures a healthy
sense of integration within the commu-
nity. A wide spectrum of educational
stakeholders—such as policymakers,
researchers, curriculum designers,
teacher educators and pre-service and
in-service teachers—can learn and
grow from Soul Science. It stands as one
of the most effective remedies for
addressing the crises and chaos of the
modern world, reforming Indian edu-
cation and replacing it with a curricu-
lum grounded in happiness and holis-
tic principles.

(The author, Yatharth Gautam, is
the Director and COO of Birla Open

Minds Education Pvt Ltd.)

Nurturing minds,
bodies & souls

From baby bumps to baby bliss
The year 2024 has been a year of joy and new beginnings for several Bollywood stars, as many embraced the beautiful

journey of parenthood. This year has truly been a heartwarming chapter for these beloved stars and their growing families.
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what’s brewing?

Suchirindia conducted the
CV Raman National
Olympiad, attracting

approximately 75,000
students from 1st to 10th

classes across 560 centers
in India. To recognise and
reward their achievements,
Suchirindia will honour the

top performers with
scholarships, medals and
Young Genius Awards at a
gala function scheduled to
take place on February 16,

2025, at Lalitha Kala
Thoranam in Nampally in

Hyderabad.

Dr. P.C. Gupta, President of
the Vascular Society of

India, inaugurated a new
Diabetic Foot and Vascular

Clinic in Kondapur. The
new clinic, a joint effort by
Dr. Gupta and Dr. Mokal,

aims to provide
comprehensive care for

diabetic patients,
emphasising preventive
measures and lifestyle

modifications to promote
better health outcomes.

P
h

o
to

s 
b

y-
S

V
 C

h
ar

y
PA

R
T

Y

Helvetica Eyewear Boutique in Hyderabad celebrated its 25th
anniversary in style with an elegant evening of luxury and jazz at
Banjara Hills. The Silver Jubilee celebration was inaugurated by

philanthropist Sudha Reddy, Telangana Assembly Speaker Gaddam
Prasad Kumar, Dr. Shashikala Reddy and chairman Ashok Doshi. 

l Sudha Reddy

l Raunaq Yar Khan  and Anita Advani 

l Manisha Kapur

l Anikal Aditya

l Vidhan and Sushila

l Ashok Dosh

l Sara

Hyderabad Models
unveiled the poster
of New Year's Eve
event, “One Last

Night,” at a
glamorous launch
event held at Hotel

Katriya in
Somajiguda. The

evening's festivities
were kicked off by

the Founder of
Hyderabad Models,

Vamshi Palle,
alongside renowned
actresses Naveena
Reddy and Bhavya.

l Naveena Reddyl Shamimal Bhavya

ARCHIE

GARFIELD
REALITY CHECK CROSSWORD

GINGER MEGGS

NANCY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

SPEED BUMP

Yesterday’s solution

SUDOKU

Rules

l Each row and column can
contain each number (1 to 9)
exactly once.

l The sum of all numbers in
any row or column must
equal 45.

FUN



NAYAN
SARIKA 

MAKES IT BIG
Hyderabad girl Nayan Sarika made her debut

with Gam Gam Ganesha opposite Anand
Deverakonda. Although the film

underperformed at the box-office, she
secured two more projects, both of which
were commercial hits. She played a village
girl in Aay, produced by Niharika Konidela,

which became an instant hit. Nayan then
acted opposite Kiran Abbavaram in KA,

which was a super hit. Despite her debut
film's failure, Nayan's career is thriving

in Telugu, with multiple projects in
the pipeline.

There are many other actresses like Bhumika Shetty debut with Sharathulu
Vartistyahi, Yasha Shivakumar with Yeh Daruvey, Samyuktha Viswanathan in
Chaari 111 opposite Vennela Kishore, Pankhuri Gidwani opposite Navdeep in Love
Mouli, Athira Raji played female lead in Krishnamma opposite Satya Dev made
their debut in Telugu. Tamil actress Preity Mukundan made her debut in Om Bheem
Bush, but the film didn’t do well. Sri Lella made her debut opposite Nara Rohit in
Prathinidhi 2 and interestingly later she engaged with the same actor in real life.
The film is a disaster at the box-office.

GUNTUR
KAARAM VS
HANUMAN
Mahesh Babu and
director Trivikram joined
forces for their third film,
Guntur Kaaram,
released on January 12,
2024. On the same day,
Prashanth Varma's
Hanuman also released,
but a controversy
surrounding theatre
allocations marred

the occasion. The Hanuman makers had made an
agreement with some exhibitors, but those exhibitors
failed to honor the agreement and instead screened
Mahesh Babu's film. The Hanuman team officially
complained to the Telugu Film Producers Council
about the exhibitors' failure to honor their
agreements. Interestingly, Mahesh Babu's film
received negative reviews, while Hanuman
premiered to positive reviews and eventually
became a huge blockbuster in Telugu and
other languages. Teja Sajja, an upcoming
actor, became a star with this film and
director Prashanth Varma became the
most sought-after director following the
film's massive success.

Like every year, 2024 also saw
many imported actresses make
their debut in Tollywood. Some

prominent names include
Bhagyashree Borse, Jahnvi Kapoor,

Rukmini Vasanth and Nayan Sarika.
While some of them achieved

blockbuster success, others faced flops.
Despite the setbacks, some of these

actresses continue to sign new projects.

JANHVI
KAPOOR’S

DOUBLE 
HIT

Sridevi and Boney Kapoor's daughter
Janhvi Kapoor is a popular Bollywood

actress who made her Telugu debut
opposite Jr NTR in 'Devara', directed

by Koratala Siva. Although her screen
presence was limited, her songs

became extremely popular on the
internet and YouTube channels.

Despite mixed reviews, the film was
declared a blockbuster, marking a

successful Telugu debut for Janhvi
Kapoor. The film's sequel is awaited,

and the makers claim that Janhvi's
role will be stronger in the second

part.

BHAGYASHREE
SHINES BRIGHT IN

AN OTHERWISE
DULL FILM

Another Hindi actress Bhagyashree Borse made her
debut with Mr Bachchan opposite Ravi Teja. She
actually did a Hindi film Yaariyaan 2 and director

Harish Shankar impressed her and roped in her for
his Telugu film. The film was a big disaster at the box-

office, but Bhagyashree is an instant hit. Big production
house Peoples Media Factory produced this ‘Mr

Bachchan’ and the producer later admitted that the film
was a mistake. Though the film is not commercially

viable, Bhagyashri is getting big projects in Telugu. She
paired opposite Vijay Deverakonda in an upcoming

film and also Dulquer Salman in another film.

RUKMINI
VASANTH

DOUBLE
HIT

This Kannada actress became
an insKannada actress

Rukmini Vasanth became an
instant hit in Kannada cinema

with films like Sapta
Saagaradaache Ello – Side A
and Side B. Before her Telugu

debut, she was supposed to
debut in Appudo Ippudo
Eppudo opposite Nikhil
Siddhartha, directed by

Sudhir Varma. However, the
film was released this year

after a delay. Unfortunately,
her debut Telugu film was a

box-office disaster.
Nevertheless, Rukmini

Vasanth remains a
hit in Kannada

cinema.
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RAJ TARUN VS
LAVANYA
Actor Raj Tarun was embroiled in a
personal controversy that made headlines
for several weeks. Lavanya, his alleged
wife, accused Raj Tarun of cheating on
her. She claimed that the two had
been in a live-in relationship for nearly
11 years and that their families were

aware of their
marriage.

Lavanya also
accused Raj
Tarun's co-
star, Malvi
Malhotra, of
being the reason
for their separation.

Lavanya alleged that Raj
Tarun had forced her to undergo an abortion.
Later, police filed a case against Raj Tarun,

who obtained anticipatory bail. He accused
Lavanya of being a drug addict, and both

parties made headlines during this
time. Malvi Malhotra had acted

opposite Raj Tarun in the film
Tiragabadara Saami. Interestingly, Raj

Tarun's films, including
Purushottamudu, Tiragabadara
Saami and Bhale Unnade, released
during this controversy, failed to
achieve success.

RGV IN ANOTHER
CONTROVERSY

Director Ram Gopal Varma is in the
news for allegedly hiding to avoid

arrest by the Andhra Pradesh police.
The police issued notices for some of

his posts about AP Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu and his son Nara
Lokesh, as well as Deputy CM Pawan
Kalyan. A police case was registered

against RGV in various places in
Andhra Pradesh, citing that his posts

were defamatory and indecent.
The AP police visited RGV's Hyderabad
office to question him, but he was not

present. He filed for anticipatory bail
and reportedly went underground.

However, after two days, RGV
emerged, stating that he had not

hidden anywhere and was available at
his office.

NAYANTHARA VS DHANUSH
Nayanthara and Dhanush, popular actors in Telugu and Tamil films, are
embroiled in a feud over the documentary film Nayanthara: Beyond the
Fairytale. A documentary about Nayanthara was streamed on a private OTT
channel, and she requested actor Dhanush for a No Objection Certificate (NOC)
to use some visuals from the film Naanum Rowdy Dhaan. Nayanthara acted in
the film, which was directed by her husband Vignesh, and they met for the first

time during the film's production. Dhanush, the film's
producer, rejected her request. The documentary was

released with a few seconds of visuals from the film,
prompting Dhanush to send a legal notice to Nayanthara
for using the visuals without his permission. Nayanthara
responded by calling Dhanush a tyrant and criticizing
him, stating that his actions reflected poorly on his
character. She wrote a three-page letter and posted it
on her Instagram, criticizing Dhanush for not giving

permission as she and her
team worked two

years on this
documentary
and to obtain
NOC. Both
these actors
were on
loggerheads
and they

made
headlines for a
few days.

KONDA SUREKHA VS AKKINENI FAMILY
Telangana Minister Konda Surekha made shocking comments about Akkineni
Nagarjuna and Samantha, Naga Chaitanya's divorce. The minister alleged that

Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) president K.T. Rama Rao was responsible
for Naga Chaitanya and Samantha's divorce.

She made a shocking allegation that
KTR had asked Nagarjuna to send

Samantha to him to leave N-
Convention. The minister added that

this had caused significant
disturbance to the Akkineni family,

leading to the couple's divorce. The
entire film industry came out in

support of Nagarjuna, condemning
Minister Surekha's comments on

social media. Nagarjuna also
condemned the minister's

comments and filed a defamation case against her. Nagarjuna
sent a strong message, stating that it was inappropriate to
involve oneself in the personal lives of film stars who stay

away from politics to attack political opponents. Samantha
also strongly condemned the minister's comments, and
later, the minister apologized to Samantha. This incident
shook the entire nation and made headlines nationwide.

JANI MASTER ARRESTED, 
OUT ON BAIL
Popular choreographer Shaik Jani Basha, known as Jani Master, was arrested
in Goa by the Telangana police. A sexual assault case was registered against
him by a woman choreographer who had worked with Jani Master on several
films. The Narsingi police booked him under the Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act. The victim alleged that Jani Master had
harassed and sexually assaulted her over the past six years. Jani Master was
later granted bail and the case is currently in court. This episode shook not
only the Telugu film industry but the entire nation. A few choreographers
came out in support of Jani Master.

MANCHU FAMILY WEB SERIES
In 2023, Manchu Manoj posted a video accusing his elder brother,
Vishnu, of assaulting his associate. However, Vishnu later posted the
video, hinting that it was part of a reality show like Keeping Up with the
Kardashians. The Manchu family remained silent for a while but later
openly accused each other. This year, Manoj filed a case against his
father, senior actor Manchu Mohan Babu, claiming that his life was
in danger. In another case, Mohan Babu filed a complaint that his
younger son and daughter-in-law were forcefully taking his
house. While the Manchu family drama unfolded, veteran actor
Mohan Babu assaulted a journalist who came to his house to
cover the news. Mohan Babu later apologised, but the
journalist's ear was damaged, and he filed a complaint against
Mohan Babu, which is still pending. Mohan Babu released audio
files explaining his version of events, but Manoj filed another
case, alleging that his brother Vishnu removed power and put
sugar in generators. Until then, the men in the Manchu family
were in the news, but suddenly, Mohan Babu's wife and Manoj's
mother, Nirmala Devi, complained to the police that Vishnu was a
good person who had celebrated her birthday and did not harm
anyone. There are media reports that Mohan Babu has gone into
hiding, and his whereabouts are unknown. The case is still pending.

The year 2024 has
been a tumultuous one for

the Telugu film industry, with
several high-profile controversies

making headlines. Despite the industry
witnessing some huge hits, the

controversies ultimately overshadowed the
successes. The year started with a

controversy between Mahesh Babu’s Guntur
Kaaram and Prashanth Varma’s Hanuman.
The year has seen many big controversies

that shook not only the Telugu Cinema,
but the entire Nation. Here are
some of the controversies that

dogged the industry.
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SANDHYA THEATRE STAMPEDE
The Sandhya theatre stampede incident rocked not only the Telugu film industry but also made national headlines. Allu Arjun and
director Sukumar's combination film Pushpa 2: The Rule was released on December 5 and the makers started premieres on
December 4 night. Allu Arjun, along with his family members, went to Sandhya Theatre to watch his film, but a large crowd gathered
to see him, resulting in a stampede-like situation. A 35-year-old woman lost her life and her son was admitted to the Intensive Care
Unit. The police filed a case against the theatre owners, actors, and producers of the film. The actor responded to the incident two
days later. This issue rocked the entire Telugu film industry and made national headlines. The police arrested Allu Arjun in connection
with the case, and the Nampally court remanded him to custody for two weeks. Later, the Telangana High Court granted him bail,
but due to delays in receiving the bail papers, Allu Arjun had to spend a night in jail before being released the next morning. The
entire film industry rallied around Allu Arjun, offering support. Many actors, producers and directors consoled him, stating that they
stood by him. Some actors responded to his arrest on social media. Later, Allu Arjun held a media conference, stating that some
individuals were attempting to tarnish his reputation. He emphasised that the incident was unfortunate and not his fault. However,
the police released a video of the entire Sandhya Theatre episode the next day, showing Allu Arjun entering and leaving the theatre.
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PTI n MELBOURNE

The collective roar of Indian
fans after Nitish Kumar

Reddy's maiden hundred is
something that he has never
heard at the MCG, and
Cricket Australia's outgoing
CEO Nick Hockley said on
Sunday that it validated the
decision to add a Test to the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy.
The CA's decision to increase
the number of Tests for the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy from
four to five has proved to be
a masterstroke as crowd atten-
dance and viewership records
are set to surpass the hallowed
Ashes. 
“I want to say thank you to
everyone who turned up, the
atmosphere last night when
Nitish Kumar Reddy scored
his hundred, the roar of the
crowd was nothing that I
have ever heard,” Hockley
told PTI in an exclusive inter-
action. 
The record total attendance
(over five days) for a Boxing
Day Test till date is 271,865
against England back in 2013
and the fourth Test involving

India has already witnessed a
footfall of 255,462 spectators. 
With two more days left, CA
is expecting the attendance to
go well past 300,000.
Hockley couldn't be more
thrilled.
“Absolutely thrilled with the
number of fans that have
come round from all over
India. It's been an absolutely
incredible atmosphere as we
got over a quarter million
people over the gates and
that's too on days one, two
and three,” Hockley said. 
“ This Border-Gavaskar
Trophy has had the biggest
Boxing Day crowd ever pass-
ing the Ashes and the series
is so delicately poised now, it
is living up to every hype.”
Hockley, who has had a good
working relationship with the
BCCI, said it was a no-brain-
er that the four-Test series
between India and Australia
transformed into a five-match
rubber, considering its mas-
sive following.
“I think it speaks about the
relations between India and
Australia and fans are always
excited to see these two teams.

The five-Test series is what
the fans deserve, players
deserve. This series is likely to
be alive going into Sydney.
“We haven't had a full fifth
day as we have had some
unfinished business. I thank
and am very grateful to the
BCCI to have agreed to play
a five-Test series. Hope it
continues for the rest of the
time.”
Days 1, 2 and 3 in Sydney all
but sold out
There is forecast of rain dur-
ing the New Year's Test in
Sydney but even then the
Indian diaspora will throng to
the grounds with very limit-
ed tickets still left for the first
three days.
“Sydney will be very, very full.
I think there are only very few
tickets left for days one, two
and three. We encourage peo-
ple to quickly get their tick-
ets if they want to come on
Day 4. 
“There is a wonderful com-
munity from India in Sydney
and we expect a similar
atmosphere like MCG,” he
noted. 
Excited about prospects of

cricket's inclusion in Brisbane
2032
Los Angeles Olympics 2028
will witness the re-introduc-
tion of cricket at the qua-
drennial extravaganza and
Hockley along with current 
ICC chairman Jay Shah are
also in talks with Local
Organising Committee
(LOC) of Brisbane 2032 for
keeping the sport in the
Games' roster.
“I am super excited for crick-
et being in Los Angeles, 2028.
It is going to be amazing. It
will be an opportunity to
showcase cricket to a global
audience and we are very
excited to host the Olympics
in Brisbane in 2032. We are
hopeful and excited about the
prospects of cricket being part
of Brisbane 2032.”
“It is exciting times for crick-
et and the Olympics. We want
more people who get to see
our great game. T20 cricket
for men and women is incred-
ible entertainment and it has
been the starting point of
our discussion as to how we
can help to grow the game
globally,” Hockley concluded. 

Roar by MCG crowd after Reddy's hundred is something I never heard: CA CEO Hockley 

PTI n MELBOURNE

Nitish Reddy wanted to
confute his critics and the

naysayers who doubted his
ability to excel in Test format,
and the gritty century at the
iconic MCG was his way of
conveying that he belongs to
highest level of cricket. 
A few former players, includ-
ing a former chairman of
selectors, were sceptical about
Reddy's elevation as a Test
player but with 293 runs in six
innings and a batting average
of 58-plus, he has answered
them back in a befitting man-
ner.
Reddy's 114 formed the cor-

nerstone of India's f irst
innings score of 369 and
attracted a lot of attention on
the young batter.
Did you ever feel that you

will be highest scorer in this

team? 
"Some people doubted me,

like a youngster who played
IPL, can't perform in such a
big series. I know a lot of peo-
ple did talk like that," Reddy
said, sharing his frustration
after the end of fourth day's
play.  "I just want to make
them feel wrong about what
they have said about me and
that's what I am doing, I
want people to know that I
am here to give my 100 per-
cent for Indian team," the 21-
year-old said and his plain
speaking was as aggressive as
his purposeful batting.
Asked how he looks at the

past one month during which
his life changed, he was quick
to reply: "I guess for you
guys, it is like one or two
months. For me, it's like, I can
see my my past two to three
years. How hard I've been

working on my batting and
bowling."
A lot of people don't know

that Reddy had hired side-
arm throwdown experts
before the start of 2024 IPL
and practised against them
with speed of deliveries
cranking up to 145 clicks
from around 18 yards.
"After the first IPL season, I

realised what I  have to
improve my batting and I
came up with a plan. When I
got the off-season, I worked a
lot on my batting and that's
what is giving results now. It's
not about the one month and
two months, I have done the
work from last two-three
years to be here."
The sacrifices made by his

family is well documented
and the Australian media was
also keen to know about the
man behind the player and

the role of his father Mutyalu.
"To be honest, my father had
25 years of service in central
government and when I was
a nobody, and hadn't played
a state-level game, the first
person who believed in me
was my father," he was a
touch emotional.
“He believed in me and he
resigned from his job for me.
He would take me to the
ground, gym, always he want-
ed to be with me. He made a
lot of sacrifices. If I have to tell
about him, time won't be suf-
ficient but I am so grateful to
have a father like him."
"I helped my team in a diffi-

cult situation to where we can
fight back strongly. So that
was a special century for me
and for my father as well.”
Talk about Virat Kohli, the

man he looked up to when he
decided to pursue the game,

and he said it was a surreal
moment to see his idol give
him a standing ovation.
"I have been watching Virat

from my childhood. He is my
idol and now finally I have
played with him. When he
scored a hundred in Perth, I
was at the non-striker's end.
I felt so happy. 
"Now, I scored a century, he

appreciated me. He came to
me and said that 'you really
played well, you got the team
back in the game'. I always
dreamt about that moment
and finally when he talked
with me, that's the best
moment for me," he said as
his face beamed.
Asked about the chase on the
final day, Reddy said: "First we
have to take their last wicket.
We will come back strongly
and rectify our mistakes from
the first innings." 

Wanted to prove critics wrong for doubting my Test credentials: Reddy

AP n WELLINGTON

Four-time Grand Slam
champion Naomi Osaka

says she won't "hang around" in
tennis if her results fail to
match her high expectations.
The 27-year-old Japanese play-
er will play her first match since
she suffered a back injury in the
China Open in October at the
ASB tennis classic in Auckland
on Monday.
Osaka told a pre-tournament

news conference in Auckland
on Sunday she was “humbled”
by her form in 2024 in which
she picked up her profession-
al career after an almost 15
month break for the birth of
her first child. She ended the
season ranked 58.
"I don't think I'm the type of

player that would hang
around," Osaka told reporters. 
"I have a lot of respect for all

the players on tour, but the
point of my life that I'm at right
now, if I'm not above a certain
ranking, I don't see myself
playing for a while.
"I'd rather spend time with my
daughter if I'm not where I
think I should be and where I
feel like I can be."
Osaka had a 22-17 win-loss

singles record in 2024, reach-
ing the quarterfinals at Doha
and at s-Hertogenbosch in the
Netherlands.
"I think 2024 humbled me, but

I also feel like I grew a lot," she
said. 
"I worked way harder than I've
ever worked before. So in that,
I guess it was very painful to
not get the results I wanted, but
I feel like I'm growing and
learning and I am really excit-
ed for this year (2025).
"I played really good matches.
People still talk to me about my
Iga (Swiatek) match at the
French Open (lost 7-6 1-6 7-5).
So I'm glad that I was able to
give people memories as well.
"Even though I got injured in

Beijing, which was my last
tournament, I feel pretty opti-
mistic about how that match
would have turned out (against
Coco Gauff) and I am excited
to play on hardcourt again."

Osaka won the Australian

Open in 2019 and 2021 and the
US Open in 2018 and 2020. She
says she still has a deep love for
tennis, despite recent injury set-
backs.
"I've been playing tennis since
I was three, and a huge part of
that I owe to my parents, but I
never really saw my life doing
anything else," she said. 
"Then, when I sat there and

had the opportunity to do
other things, I realized that I'd
rather be playing tennis.
"So it was kind of one of those
realization moments where
you feel like you thought you
were forced to do something,
but in actuality you very much
truly loved it."
Osaka will play Lina Glushko

of Israel in the first round of the
ASB Classic.

Naomi Osaka says she won't ‘hang 
around’ in tennis if the results don't come

AP n BRISBANE

On the eve of his return to the
court, Novak Djokovic has

weighed in on tennis' high-
profile doping cases and criti-
cised what he perceives as dou-
ble standards in the sport.
The former world No. 1, who

is chasing a record 25th Grand
Slam title at next month's
Australian Open, expressed his
frustration Sunday at being
"kept in the dark" regarding top-
ranked Jannik Sinner's doping
case. Djokovic is the top seed in
the Brisbane International this
week, making his first appear-
ance at the event since 2009. He
will also team up with Australia's
Nick Kyrgios in doubles, with
the duo headlining Monday's
action.
Off the court, Djokovic lent his
voice Sunday to Kyrgios's strong
criticisms made a day earlier,
speaking out at length about the
ongoing doping case involving
current world No.1 Jannik
Sinner. 
"I'm not questioning whether

(Sinner) took the banned sub-
stance intentionally or not,"
Djokovic said at a press confer-
ence Sunday in Brisbane. 
"We've had plenty of players in
the past and currently under sus-
pension for not even testing pos-
itive to banned substances.
"Some players with lower rank-
ings waiting for their case to be

resolved for over a year. I've been
really frustrated ... To see we've
been kept in the dark for at least
five months ( on the Sinner case
)."

The International Tennis
Integrity Agency (ITIA) charged
both Sinner and former
women's world No.1 Iga Swiatek
with anti-doping breaches ear-
lier in the year.
Sinner tested positive twice for
an anabolic steroid in March but
avoided a ban after the ITIA
ruled he was not at fault. The
World Anti-Doping Agency has
appealed the decision.  Swiatek
accepted a one-month suspen-
sion in November after testing
positive for the banned sub-
stance trimetazidine.
The Serbian further criticised

the lack of transparency from
tennis authorities regarding dop-
ing breaches.
"The ATP hasn't really talked in
depth about it. Why have they
kept that case away from the

public? We see Simona Halep's
case on the WTA Tour, now Iga
Swiatek's case," Djokovic said.
"It's not a good image for our

sport. I'm just questioning the
way the system works and why
certain players aren't treated
the same as others. Maybe some
ranking reasons are behind it, or
some players have more finan-
cial backing and stronger legal
teams to tackle these cases."

Despite his frustrations,
Djokovic remains focused on
the season ahead. After under-
going knee surgery earlier this
year, he returned to reach the
Wimbledon final but skipped
the end-of-year ATP Finals,
where Sinner capped a domi-
nant season with his eighth
title.  Djokovic is looking to
extend his legacy at Melbourne
Park, where he has claimed 10
Australian Open titles, and has
brought on former rival Andy
Murray as his coach for the tour-
nament. 
"It's strange for me to share all

these kinds of insights about
how I feel on the court, some of
the secrets of what I'm going
through, what I'm thinking
about, how I see my game, with
somebody who has been one of
my top rivals," Djokovic said.

"But I'm so glad and very
thankful that he has accepted to
work with me, and in Australia
… he's very meticulous, dedi-
cated, and professional.

Djokovic says players have ‘been kept in 
the dark’ on Sinner, Swiatek doping breaches

PTI n BHOPAL

Local shooter Ashi Chouksey
overcame a strong field,

that had the likes of Olympians
Anjum Moudgil and Shriyanka
Sadangi, to clinch her maiden
national title in the 50m rifle 3-
positions event here on Sunday.
Ashi shot a superb 466.7, a full
3.1 points clear of two-time
Olympian Anjum at her home
range, the MP State Academy,
during the 67th National
Shooting Championship.

Upcoming shooter Sakshi
Sunil Padekar of Maharashtra
won the bronze with an effort
of 451.3. She then went on to
win a silver medal in the junior
women's 3P as well to round-
off a successful day.
Ashi, who has been in great

form over the past two years
and was also a part of the Paris
Olympic Games trials, extend-
ed her run of good form with
a solid 590 in qualifications, to
get into the eight-woman
match-up in third place.
Bhakti Bhaskar Khamkar of

Maharashtra topped the qual-
ification field with a blazing
592, while Anjum qualified
second, her effort of 590 con-
taining more hits to the inner-
10 ring than Ashi.

Sakshi took the sixth spot,

while another Olympian
Shriyanka Sadangi qualified
seventh.
In the final, however, Ashi was
in a different league altogeth-
er opening up a 2.3 points gap
over Anjum at the end of the
first 'Kneeling' position round.
She maintained the lead after
the 15 shots in the second
'Prone' position also.
The lead increased to 2.9 after
10-shots of the last 'Standing'
position and despite a few high
9s after that, the result was
never in doubt.

In junior women's 3P,
Karnataka's Anoushka H
Thokur shot 460.5 in the final
to upstage Sakshi, who settled
for silver on 456.3.
Haryana's Nishchal, an ISSF

World Cup silver medallist last
year, shot 443.9 to settle for
bronze.

Ashi clinches
maiden women's
3P national title

AP n CENTURION
(SOUTH AFRICA)

South Africa collapsed to
116-8 against Pakistan as

fast bowler Mohammad Abbas
ran riot on Day 4 of the first
Test with the tourists closing in
on their first Test win in South
Africa in 18 years on Sunday.
Abbas grabbed 6-43 on his

return to Test cricket after
more than three years and
South Africa still needed 32
runs at lunch to seal a place in
next year's World Test
Championship final.

Tailenders Kagiso Rabada,
unbeaten on 10, and Marco
Jansen with 5 not out was
fighting a grim battle for the
home team against the relent-
less Abbas.

Captain Temba Bavuma's con-
troversial dismissal punctuat-
ed a South Africa collapse as it
lost four wickets for just three
runs with Abbas grabbing three

off his six balls. Bavuma, who
made 40, surprisingly didn't
request a television review
when replays suggested that
Abbas' ball had brushed the

batter's pocket and didn't make
contact with the inside edge of
the bat but the South African
skipper walked back to the
dressing room.
Abbas bowled an unchanged

marathon spell of 13 overs, but
had to wait until Aiden
Markram (37) and Bavuma
saw off the testing first hour.
Resuming at a wobbly 27-3,

with still 121 runs needed for
victory, Bavuma and Markram
showed plenty of patience
against Abbas' probing line
and length before the fast
bowler finally got the break-
through after the first drinks
break.
Abbas was rewarded for his

brilliant seam bowling when he
beat the outside edge of
Markram's bat and knocked

back the off stump.
Bavuma survived a couple of

close chances when he suc-
cessfully overturned an on-
field lbw decision against him
early in the day and Naseem
Shah couldn't hold onto a
sharp catch at fine leg as he
overstepped the boundary
cushion while grabbing the
ball over his head.
South Africa had controlled

the game at 96-4 before
Bavuma's dismissal saw Abbas
finding the outside edges of
David Bedingham (14) and
Corbin Bosch's (0) bat off suc-
cessive deliveries and in
between Kyle Verreynne
dragged Naseem Shah's deliv-
ery back onto his stumps to
give Pakistan a chance for vic-
tory.

South Africa collapses to 116-8 against Pakistan 

PTI n
BENGALURU

Indian women's football
team coach Joakim

Alexandersson said on
Sunday selected a mix of
senior and U20 players in the
23-member squad for the
two international friendlies
against Maldives here on
December 30 and January 2.
The matches will be played

at the Padukone-Dravid
Centre for Sports Excellence.

"We have some senior
women's players joining us in
the Bengaluru camp so we'll
have a mix of U20 and senior
players for this match. We're
going to try and implement

some things in tomorrow's
game. 
"It's nice to see and train the
best in the country," said the
Swede, who was named chief

coach of India's women's U20
and U17 national teams ear-
lier this month.
The squad:
Goalkeepers:  Hempriya

Seram, Maibam
Linthoingambi Devi ,
Nandini.
Defenders: Aruna Bag, Juhi

Singh, Juli Kishan, Sangita
Basfore,  Sanju,  Shivani
Toppo, Sorokhaibam Ranjana
Chanu, Toijam Thoibisana
Chanu, Vikshit Bara.
Midfielders: Grace Dangmei,
Kajol  Dsouza,  Neha,
Nongmeikapam Sibani Devi,
Nitu Linda, Rimpa Haldar.

Forwards: Lhingdeikim,
Lynda Kom Serto, Pooja,
Pyari Xaxa, Simran Gurung. 

Women's coach Alexandersson announces
23-member squad for Maldives friendlies
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