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The financial resources of Telangana are
not enough to pay even the interest on
the loans taken by the BRS Government.
It is a fact that the BRS Government
failed to implement some of the
assurances it had given to the
people during elections.
Delay is taking place in
B &| implementing welfare
* schemes due to the previous

- Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy, Minister

KCR government's
. extortion. The
government will
definitely
implement all
its assurances
[
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Green channel for
funds to Gurukulams

Minister for Social Welfare
Ponnam Prabhakar visited the
Social Welfare Center of
Excellence (Boys) in Shaikpet
on Saturday to oversee its
facilities and launch key
initiatives. The minister
inspected the library,
computer lab, and digital
classroom facilities while
reviewing special courses
offered through the Center of
Excellence. He assured that
mess charges would be
disbursed promptly through
the green channel. As part of
the program, Ponnam ...
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140 leaders launch
common diet plan

In a landmark initiative, 140
people’s representatives,
including Ministers, MLAs,
MLCs, and corporation
chairpersons, along with 450
senior IAS, IPS, and IFS
officers, simultaneously
launched the Common Diet
Plan in welfare hostels across
Telangana on December 14. The
programme, aimed at providing
uniform, nutritious meals to
students in Scheduled Castes,
Scheduled Tribes, Backward
Classes, and Minority Welfare
Hostels, was celebrated as a
significant step toward
improving the health and
education standards for
underprivileged students in the
state. Chief Minister ...
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Farmers tomarch
to Delhi foiled again

Protesting farmers suspended
their foot march to Delhi after
some of them were injured on
Saturday in teargas shelling and
use of water cannons by
Haryana security personnel, who
foiled the agitators’ third attempt
in less than 10 days to cross the
Punjab-Haryana border. Farmer
leader Sarwan Singh Pandher
claimed that 17 farmers were
injured in the action by the
Haryana security personnel. "The
two forums (of farmers’ unions)
have decided to call back our
‘jatha’ (group),” Pandher told
reporters here. "How are 101
farmers a danger to the law ...
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E-commerceto
adopt Safety Pledge

Major e-commerce platforms
such as Zomato, Ajio, and Ola
will adopt a Safety Pledge on
National Consumer Day on
December 24 as part of steps to
enhance product safety for online
shoppers. The voluntary
commitment, announced by the
Department of Consumer Affairs,
aims to detect and prevent the
sale of unsafe and spurious
products on digital marketplaces,
an official statement said. A
committee chaired by consumer
activist Pushpa Girimaji
developed the pledge after ...
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PNS B HYDERABAD

Opening a healthy chapter in
Telangana’s education sector, Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy visited the
Social Welfare Residential School at
Chilkoor on Saturday to launch the
“Uniform Diet Programme,” empha-
sising the government’s commitment
to improving education and infra-
structure in all residential schools.
Revanth highlighted the govern-
ment’s resolve to equip students with
skills and confidence, transforming
them into active contributors to
Telangana’s development. As per the
menu, students will be served chick-

Y chapter opens In

P |
i

-

- SR

CM Revanth Reddy having lunch with students after launching the Common Diet Menu

en, mutton and Bagara rice at least
once a week apart from vegetarian
dishes.

The CM dismissed the miscon-
ception that private institutions pro-
duce more talented students than

government schools.

He acknowledged the historical
contributions of residential schools,
initiated by PV Narasimha Rao in
United Andhra Pradesh, in nurtur-
ing individuals who have excelled in
various fields, including IAS and IPS
officers like B. Venkatesham and
Mahendar Reddy.

The Chief Minister criticised the
previous governments for neglecting
essential aspects such as diet, cos-
metics and infrastructure in govern-
ment schools.

“For the first time in the country’s
history, Telangana has increased
diet charges Continued on Page 2

‘I am a law-
abiding citizen’
Allu Arjun walks out of prison,
says a testing time for his family

PNS B HYDERABAD

Actor Allu Arjun was released on
Saturday morning from the jail
where he spent the night after
being arrested in connection with
the death of a woman in a stampede
here during the premiere of his lat-
est film, Pushpa 2.

Arjun had to spend Friday night
in prison despite the Telangana
High Court granting him bail, as the
authorities had not received a copy
of the bail order until late last night.

"He has been released," Ashok
Reddy, his counsel, told reporters at
the Chanchalguda prison.

After reaching home, Arjun
thanked his followers and others
across the country for their love and

support and said he is a law-abid-
ing citizen and respects the law.
Continued on Page?2

No grudge on film
industry: Govt

The Telangana Chief Minister’s
Office (CMO) has issued a state-
ment addressing the arrest of
actor Allu Arjun and subsequent
developments. The clarification
comes in the light of public spec-
ulation and alleged propaganda
following the incident.
According to the statement
issued by Continued on Page2

Actor Allu Arjun addressmg med|a on Saturday in Hyderabad

‘Will address Madiga demands’

Judicial panel report on SC sub-classification likely soon: CM

PNS B HYDERABAD

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
attended the Global Madiga Day cel-
ebrations held in Hyderabad on
Saturday and reaffirmed the govern-
ment's resolve to address the long-
standing demands of the Madiga
community.

Speaking at the event, Revanth

highlighted the steps taken by the
government to ensure justice for the
community, emphasising its signif-
icant role in his political journey and
in shaping Telangana’s social fabric.

He recalled Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi’s pre-election assurance of
taking a positive decision regarding
the Madiga community’s demands.

He stressed that the Congress

commitment to

justice for
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled
Tribes was explicitly outlined in the
SC and ST Declaration.

Continued on Page2

(M vows to back
Kuruma community
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Political slugfest over Allu Arjun’s arrest

BJP smells political vengeance

PNS W HYDERABAD

The Union Minister of State for Home Affairs, Bandi
Sanjay Kumar, continued to direct flak at the
Congress Government in connection with Allu

Arjun's arrest.

Ministers justify actor’s arrest

PNS B HYDERABAD

The Congress Ministers of Telangana defended the
arrest of Telugu film ‘Pushpa’ fame Allu Arjun.
Transport Minister Ponnam Prabhakar said

that the Congress Government had always encour-

Posting on X, Sanjay said on
Saturday that actors like Allu
Arjun motivate millions, far
more than the leaders who treat
public office as a cash cow, get
caught with bags of loot or make
corruption their life’s mission.

“Cinema has always been a
battlefield of emotions, inspiring

aged cinema and the arts.

“Why should we harbour
anger at cinema people and
Allu Arjun? If the government
is angry with the cinema indus-
try then will it make Dil Raju the
Chairman of the Telangana Film
Development Corporation,”
Ponnam said on Saturday.

He said the BRS has lost its

patriotism and unity from
‘Sandese Aate Hain® songs to
‘Uri’ many films have

common sense along with 9
power and that it is
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KTR slams Congress
govt over demolition

PNS B HYDERABAD

BRS Working President KT Rama
Rao took to X to express his out-
rage over a building demolition in
Telangana, where a bulldozer
reportedly destroyed a home while
two women were still inside.
KTR criticised the Congress-led
state government’s insensitivity
and inhumanity in
handling the situa-
tion. In a scathing
post directed at
&= #= ¥ Congress leader
+ =~ Rahul Gandhi, KTR
=== wrote, “If this were to
happen to your own
family, will you be
able to accept it
. @RahulGandhi
28 Ji? Only the
,_ (ontlnued onPage?

Action if KTR is involved in Formula
E Car racing scam: Mahesh

PNS B HYDERABAD

Declaring that officials have found
that funds were misappropriated
during the Formula E Car Racing
event, TPCC chief B. Mahesh
Kumar Goud said that action will
be taken if BRS Working President
KT Rama Rao was found guilty.

Addressing the media on
Saturday at the Gandhi Bhavan,
Mahesh said that BRS leaders
should answer why they held a
round table meeting. He said the
Congress Government had
installed the Telangana Thalli stat-
ue sticking to its word.

Mahesh asked BRS leaders KCR,
Kavitha, KTR and Harish Rao to
explain why Continued on Page 2
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PNS B HYDERABAD

The financial resources of Telangana
are not enough to pay interest for
the loans taken by the BRS govern-
ment, Revenue Minister Ponguleti
Srinivas Reddy said.

He said that it is a fact that the
Congress government could not
implement some of its
assurances given to the
people during elections.

He said the delay in
implementing welfare
& schemes is due to the
previous KCR gov-
ernment's financial
= imprudence. The
Congress
Government will |
implement all its
assurances, he '

Y

Telangana’s income not enough to
service BRS govt’s debts: Ponguleti

added.

He said that it is a fact that the
state has financial problems and that
the Congress government will strive
for the welfare of the poor after solv-
ing its financial problems.

Ponguleti said that due to KCR
admin’s policies conditions in hos-
tels have become miserable. The
KCR government kept children in
sheds of old chicken and dairy farms
and in dilapidated rundown build-
ings. The BRS government didn't

' provide good food and children

faced lots of problems, he said.
Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy is constructing
"‘JI" 1ntegrated schools in
o place of residential
schools and they
will have ade-
quate facilities.

OBTUSE ANGLE

Our govt strengthened Constitution, asserts Modi
Says Cong repeatedly wounded it after tasting blood

PNS B NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Saturday alleged that the Congress,
having "tasted blood", repeatedly
wounded the Constitution while his
government's policies and deci-
sions since it took office in 2014
have been aimed at boosting India's
strength and unity in line with the
vision of the Constitution.
Replying to a two-day debate in
Lok Sabha on the 75th anniversary
of the adoption of the Constitution,

he took a swipe at the past Congress
governments, accusing them of
planting "poisonous” seeds in the
country's diversity to accentuate its
contradictions and damage its unity.
Training guns at the Nehru-
Gandhi family of the Congress, he
said they left no stone unturned to
strike blows to the Constitution.
"This family challenged the
Constitution at every level," he said,
adding that he was singling out the
family as its members were in power
for 55 years. Continued on Page 2
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Modi proposes
11 resolutions

PNS B NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
proposed 11 resolutions which
include upholding existing reser-
vations for marginalised sections
but strongly opposing any reli-
gion-based quota.

Replying to a two-day debate
in Lok Sabha on the 'Glorious
Journey of 75 Years of the
Constitution of India’, Modi said
the Constituent Assembly had
decided against religion-
based reservations 9
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any Congress insiders are in awe
Mof the public image of the party’s

Telangana firebrand leader and
Chief Minister Revanth Reddy. From tak-
ing bold decisions, be it arresting nation-
al icon Allu Arjun in his 'Pushpa Raj'
avatar or launching HYDRAA operations
to fix ‘concrete’ blunders being commit-
ted from the dim past, Revanth seems to
have mastered the art of impactful gov-
ernance. HYDRAA isn't just a disaster
management authority, with the Revanth
administration subtly rebranding it as
one that will be involved in continual
course correction of brazen violations in
civic areas. In the process, Revanth has
cemented his image as a go-getter in peo-
ple's minds. Initially after the regime
change, there were occasions when, due
to a slip of the tongue (or perhaps
Freudian slip), some called the CM
‘KCR? That stopped abruptly when
HYDRAA amplified its operations (per-
haps not coincidentally) with another
actor’s N Convention. It looks as if
Revanth has planted a flag emblazoned
with unmistakable words: “This is my era.
Revanth’s critics may pan the bulldozer-
driven civic operations and high-profile
confrontations as a PR gamble or stunts,
but Congress cadre are thrilled. "Our
leader isn't afraid of big names, and this
shows he can't be tamed’, a party insid-
er shared, beaming with pride.
Nationally, the Congress
has begun branding
Revanth as the legendary
Robin Hood or the do-
gooder with whom no
one messes, when it
comes to delivering what he believes is
justice. The lightning speed with which
his administration has acted on a stam-
pede that caused one death is now
being compared in political circles to the
Bharatiya Janata Party’s kid-glove
approach towards handling of the
Hathras’ stampede tragedy that had left
121 dead, with agonizingly delayed
response from the BJP government.
Going by whispers, Congress insiders are
gloating over the stark fact that party
moneybag DK Shivakumar may have
been in currency for a while, but now
Revanth is surely the man of the moment.

Weekend kawar: Revanth’s
arrest playbook keeps
Telangana on edge

In Telangana, Fridays are no longer just
dates saved for release of movies made
with massive budgets. Real life excite-
ment seems to have an edge in Telangana
under the Congress regime, given head-
line-grabbing arrests. The Bharat Rashtra
Samithi may have seen the writing on the
wall, but Tollywood certainly couldnt
envision it. From HYDRAA’s swift crack-
downs to high-profile detentions, it
seems the Sherlockian suspense begins
on the weekend, leave alone relaxation.
The strategy is simple yet impactful:
arrest on Friday, ensuring the detainee
spends the weekend in jail due to court
holidays or ‘normal time taken for
scrutiny of frantically obtained bail
papers. BRS insiders admit they’ve
grown accustomed to this routine. Alas
Allu! Tollywood has become a cameo in
the political narrative. From the stand-

Revanth Reddy turns
‘Robin Hood’ of Congress

point of the public, weekends, instead of
being time to unwind over Netflix-and-
chill sessions, feature live political
thrillers. Opposition leaders in political
crosshairs are no longer unwinding on
Fridays; they're watching their backs. The
buzz is palpable, with people glued to
news channels, waiting for the next twist
in the tale. Revanth Reddy summed it up
best when he reportedly said, "I'm a star,
and I have fans”. His fan base is bound
to expand in direct proportion to time
for which he will keep the dramas as well
as political potboilers alive and the peo-
ple hooked to news channels as distinct
from entertainment channels.

Rejoinders passé: FIRs
hecome the norm

In Telangana, some of the Congress
leaders have brought about a dramatic
shift in how they deal with inaccuracies
in media reporting. The age-old standard
practice of issuing a rejoinder to the pub-
lication or channel first and then follow-
ing it up with legal notices in the
absence of a clarification has now been
replaced with post-haste filing of police
cases and registration of FIRs. This
somewhat coercive approach has raised
questions about press freedom and the
boundaries of government interven-
tion. A recent incident surrounding the

REPORTERS’ DIARY

Vemulawada cattle issue illustrates this
new trend. When a Telugu newspaper
affiliated with the Bharat Rashtra Samithi
published a report critical of the govern-
ment, Minister Konda Surekha followed
the traditional protocol by issuing a
rejoinder. However, what happened next
was unprecedented—an FIR was filed
about the publication and also against
individuals who had shared the report on
social media. Among those named in the
FIR were accounts like "BRS Party,"
"Federal TG," and "Sripaad," sparking
concerns about the implications of dis-
tasteful (for the government) digital dis-
course. This isn’t the only instance.
Dileep Konatham, former Digital Media
Director, found himself in a similar sit-
uation after sharing an image original-
ly posted by a Telugu electronic media
outlet. Instead of targeting the source, the
government opted to extend its net to
those amplifying the content. While the
Congress administration defends these
actions as measures to curb the spread
of ‘misinformation, critics see it as
administrative overreach that bypasses
established norms. Unlike rejoinders,
FIRs and case do not allow room for ami-
cable clarifications and dialogue. As
this approach becomes the norm, it is not
just journalists but also social media users
who will find themselves walking on
eggshells, if not paranoid about sharing
or amplifying any report that might not
sit well with the ruling establishment.

Air Show takes the spotlight,
Drone Show flops

The Telangana government's Air
Show organized as part of the Praja

Palana Vijayotsavalu celebrations enrap-
tured people with breathtaking aerial
maneuvers by the Indian Air Force’s
Suryakiran over the Hussain Sagar on
Sunday. Nine jets took to the skies as the
team of 13 highly skilled pilots wowed
the crowd with intricate formations like
loops, rolls, and heart-shaped patterns.
However, to share another dil ke baat,
the widely-anticipated Drone Show left
many of spectators unimpressed.
Interestingly, it was not a standalone mis-
fire. The Drone Show, popularized by
former CM K Chandrasekhar Rao and
followed by AP CM Chandrababu
Naidu, former AP CM YS Jagan, and
even Revanth Reddy, was expected to be
taken to the next level under CM
Revanth's leadership. But the whole
thing fell flat. Naturally, parallels were
drawn. “The Air Show was mesmeriz-
ing; no one cared much about the
drones after that,” a spectator remarked.
Even the roads mirrored the pull of the
shows. Traffic, which had come to a
standstill during the Air Show on
Sunday, remained unaffected during the
Drone Show on Monday.

Media support does
not work always

If the situation demands, actors at
times tend to overact in the absence of
a script. The recent
episodes involving Allu
Arjun at Sandhya theatre
during the premiere of
Pushpa - 2: The Rule
and Mohan Babu at their
residence while dealing with Manchu
Mohan Babu’s tantrums are cases in
point. According to cops, Allu’s bid to
spring a surprise caused the stampede
that claimed a womans life. Mohan Babu
has a history of not thinking of a script
when it comes to his impulsive and vio-
lent responses. No wonder he chose a
mic to fracture a media person’s jaw-
bone. In both cases, the real life action
clashed with the expectations of people
and law-keepers. Media circles, political
parties and lay people have differing
opinions about the way the actors or
their families treated the media. Some
suggested that Mohan Babu’s family
should learn lessons from the manner in
which Allu Arjun family treated media
persons. Mohan Babu and company ini-
tially defended their attack on media
personnel alleging that they had barged
into his house and that he was confused
as to who among the intruders were
media personnel and who ‘anti-social
elements’! In contrast, Allus family
thanked the media for extending ‘full
support’ in Allu Arjun's issue. Otherwise,
some reasoned, the police would have
arrested Mohan Babu’s family members.
The TG High Court however questioned
what work the media had at Mohan
Babu's residence? One senior scribe
wondered why, despite media’s supposed
‘role, Allu Arjun went to jail and why
Mohan Babu did not go to jail. Another
scribe chipped in quite insightfully:
'Media support' doesn't work always.
Only one party will be in power if media
support works”.

(With inputs from Naveena
Ghanate and K Venkateshwarlu)

‘Will address ...

Continued from page 1

"The Congress Government acted
promptly after coming to power by
appointing a legal team, led by
Damodar Raja Narsimha, to present
strong arguments in the Supreme
Court regarding SC categorisation,"
he said.

The Chief Minister acknowledged
the complexity of the SC categorisa-
tion issue and compared it to the pro-
longed struggle for Telangana state-
hood.

He assured that the government’s
objective is to respect the aspirations

of the Madiga community and deliv-
er justice.

"Your arguments have strength,
and the government is committed to
ensuring the community gets its due
share," he stated.

Revanth announced the formation
of a cabinet sub-committee chaired
by N. Uttam Kumar Reddy, to study
the implementation of court orders
without legal hurdles to address the
matter comprehensively.

He also noted the establishment of
a judicial commission to submit a
detailed report within 60 days.

Healthy chapter...

Continued from page 1

Action if ...

He instructed officials to

Continued from page 1

they had failed to install the Telangana Thalli
statue during their 10-year rule.

Responding on Allu Arjun's arrest, the TPCC
chief said that a woman lost her life and her son is
fighting for his life due to the Sandhya Theatre stam-
pede. He said that all are equal before the law and
no one is above it. He said that Allu Arjun's father-
in-law belongs to the Congress. Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy has a relationship with Allu Arjun’s
family. The Congress also has a relationship with
the Telugu film industry. Congress governments
have given lands to film personalities to construct
studios in Hyderabad and to bring the Telugu film
industry from Chennai to Hyderabad, he said.

Technology Centres in col-

ALMANAC

Month & Paksham: Sukla Paksha

Tithi:

Purnima: Dec 14 04:58 PM
to Dec 15 02:31 PM

Krishna Paksha

Pratipada: Dec 15 02:31 PM
to Dec 16 12:27 PM

Nakshatram:

Mrigashirsha: Dec 15 03:54 AM
to Dec 16 02:20 AM

Ardra: Dec 16 02:20 AM
to Dec 17 01:13 AM

Rahukalam: 4:18 PM to 5:40 PM

Yamagandam: 12:11 PM to 1:33 PM

Varjyam: 10:20 AM to 11:52 AM

Gulika: 2:55 PM to 4:18 PM

Amritakalam: 06:06 PM to 07:36 PM

Abhijit Muhurtham: 11:49 AM to 12:33 PM

HYDERABAD WEATHER

Forecast: Sunny
Temp: 28”
Humidity: 44%
Sunrise: 6:38 AM
Sunset: 5:44 PM

Updated: December 14, 2024 5:00 PM

by 40% and cosmetic
charges by 200%, addressing
the challenges faced by stu-
dents,” he said.

Revanth noted that 23
lakh students are studying in
26,000 government schools,
while 33 lakh are enrolled in
11,000 private schools. He
questioned why government
institutions couldn’t produce
multi-talented students, urg-
ing introspection and long-
term planning to reform the
education system.

Revanth expressed sorrow
over a recent food poisoning
incident in a school that led
to a student’s death, calling for
immediate precautions to
prevent such tragedies.
“Parents place immense trust
in us by sending their chil-
dren to hostels. It is our
responsibility to honour their
trust and ensure such inci-
dents don’t recur;” he said.

release funds through the
green channel by the 10th of
every month and empha-
sised empowering students
by establishing Mess
Management Committees to
oversee food quality.

As part of the ‘Uniform
Diet Programme, the Chief
Minister announced that
school uniform stitching fees
had been increased from Rs
25 to Rs 75, and that the
work has been entrusted to
women self-help groups.

He also announced that
free electricity would be sup-
plied to all government
schools and instructed pub-
lic representatives and offi-
cials to visit residential
schools regularly.

Recognizing the growing
unemployment due to lack of
skills, Revanth outlined ini-
tiatives like upgrading 75
ITIs into Advanced

laboration with Tata and
providing skill development
through Young India Skills
University. “ “This universi-
ty has become a role model
for the nation,” he said.
Revanth also revealed plans
to establish a Young India
Sports University and Sports
Academy with the goal of
winning medals in the 2028
Olympics.

The Chief Minister praised
sports icons Nikhat Zareen
and Mohammed Siraj, who
have been given government
jobs to inspire students. He
encouraged students to excel
in sports and other talents,
promising facilities and train-
ing support.

Revanth also announced
plans to establish a Young
India Integrated Residential
School in all Assembly con-
stituencies, ensuring quality
education and basic facilities.

Inaugu_rates Doddi

PNS W HYDERABAD

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
inaugurated the Doddi
Komuraiah Kuruma Bhavan,
honouring the legacy of Doddi
Komuraiah, a freedom fighter
and leader of the armed farm-
ers' movement.

Speaking at the event, the
Chief Minister hailed
Komuraiah as a warrior who
stood at the forefront in the
fight for justice and equality. “It
is a matter of pride to inaugu-
rate a Bhavan in the name of
such a legendary figure who
continues to inspire the
Kuruma community;” he said.

The Chief Minister reiterat-
ed the government’s commit-
ment to providing all facilities

Govt will protect
journalists, says
Seethakka

PNS B HYDERABAD

Declaring that the Congress
Government will protect
journalists, Panchayati Raj
Minister Seethakka said
there is no place for attacks
on journalists under the
Congress admin.

Speaking to the media on
Saturday, Seethakka said that
the guilty will be punished
whoever it may be and there
is no tolerance towards them.

She said that she con-
demns the attack on journal-
ist Ranjith by cine actor
Mohan Babu and that
Mohan Babu should bear the
cost of treating Ranjith and
also help his family.

Ourgovt...

Continued from page 1

The family, having "tasted
blood", repeatedly wounded
the Constitution, he said, cit-
ing several decisions of
Jawaharlal Nehru, Indira
Gandhi and Rajiv Gandhi
when they held the office of
prime minister.

Their next generation is
also into the same game, he
said in a swipe at the Leader
of Opposition in the House
Rahul Gandhi and his MP
sister Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra.

Modi said leaders like him
and many others who came
from ordinary families could
never have reached where
they did but for the strength
of the Constitution, as he
underlined his long commit-
ment to its values. As chief
minister of Gujarat, he said, his
government celebrated the
60th year of the Constitution's
adoption by placing a copy of
the document on an elephant
while he walked underneath
barefoot in a symbolic gesture
to highlight its supremacy.

KTR slams ...

Continued from page 1
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for the education and develop-
ment of the Kuruma commu-
nity.

Criticizing previous govern-
ments, he said, “They did not
even consider increasing diet
and cosmetic charges for stu-

oy

hyderabad 02
CM vows to back Kuruma community

Komuraiah Kuruma Bhavan

;

dents in welfare hostels.
However, our government has
tried to improve the quality of
education and nutrition by
significantly increasing these
charges”

Revanth highlighted the wel-

Govt not providing relief package to
Wayanad, says Priyanka

PNS B NEW DELHI

Congress MP Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra on Saturday
accused the Centre of denying
assistance to landslides-affect-
ed people of Wayanad due to
politics and asserted that there
should be no discrimination in
times of natural disasters.

Her remarks came after
MPs from Kerala, including
Wayanad MP Priyanka
Gandhi, staged a protest in
Parliament premises Saturday,
demanding a relief package
from the Centre for land-
slides-hit Wayanad.

Staging their demonstra-
tion in front of the steps of the
Makar Dwar, the MPs raised
slogans calling for "justice for
Wayanad". They also held a
banner with "Justice for
Wayanad, provide relief pack-
age for Wayanad" written on it.

Modi...

Continued from page 1

after a thorough discus-
sion, and alleged the
Congress is now promising it
to appease its vote bank.

The 11 resolutions pro-
posed by Modi towards the
end of his over 110-minute
speech also included a call
for an end to dynastic poli-
tics, promoting meritocracy
over nepotism in gover-
nance, and a pledge to have
zero tolerance to corrup-
tion.

The prime minister said
these resolutions are aimed
at shaping India's future.

The prime minister
emphasised that these reso-
lutions should guide both
citizens and the government
in building a stronger and
more inclusive nation.

He said that collective
efforts and commitment to
constitutional values were
essential for national
progress.

most insensitive and inhuman government can do this!!”

Highlighting the severity of the situation, KTR questioned
the safety and accountability of the women involved.

“Two women are very much inside their house while a bull-
dozer is ruthlessly destroying their home in Telangana. Who
will be held responsible for their safety?” he asked.

Taking a jab at Rahul Gandhi’s political campaign slogan,
KTR concluded with, ‘Ek Aur Nazara Mohabbat Ki Dukaan
Ka, implying a stark contrast between the Congress leader’s
promises and the ground reality under the Congress govern-

ment in Telangana.

| am a law-abiding ...

Continued from page 1

Tll cooperate with them
and I'll do the needful. And
very importantly, I would like
to give my condolences once
again to the family. It ( death
of a woman) is very very
unfortunate,” he told the
media.

Arjun said he was watching
the movie long with his fam-
ily when the unfortunate inci-
dent happened.

Several film personalities
such as producer Daggubati
Suresh and his son Rana, Vijay
Devarakonda and director
Sukumar, among others
arrived at the actor's resi-
dence soon after he reached
home.

On his arrest, the 42-year-
old actor said he believed in
the law and respected it.

"When the law is taking its
course, [ should not deal with
the case, so I should not talk

about it. From a legal stand-
point, I would not like to talk
about it," he said.

Arjun said it was a challeng-
ing time for his family.

A 35-year-old woman died
and her eight-year-old son
was  hospitalised on
December 4 during a stam-
pede-like situation at the
Sandhya  Theatre in
Hyderabad when thousands
of fans jostled to have a
glimpse of the actor at the
premiere of the blockbuster
'Pushpa : The Rule'".

Following the incident, the
city police registered a case
against Allu Arjun, his secu-
rity team, and the theatre
management under different
sections of Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS) at the
Chikkadpally police station
based on the complaint lodged
by the deceased woman's fam-

ily.

Speaking with reporters,
Priyanka Gandhi said, "We are
very disturbed by the fact that the
government is refusing to give a
special package to Wayanad.
We have gone to the home min-
ister, we have written to the
prime minister and to everyone
possible, to declare that this asa
calamity of a severe nature and
to give a special package."

Similar large-scale destruc-
tion took place in Himachal
Pradesh where the Congress is
in power and there also they
have been demanding for the
longest time that the Centre
provides assistance, she said.

"In Wayanad, the whole
country has seen the devasta-
tion, the pain and suffering of
the people and yet just because
of politics, the central govern-
ment, in both cases, is refus-
ing to give what is due to the
victims," she said.

fare schemes being implement-
ed by the government, includ-
ing farmer loan waivers and
free electricity, while emphasiz-
ing the special attention given
to marginalized communities.

Referring to Kancha Ilaiah's
perspective, he said, “This is
not a feudal Telangana, but a
Telangana of the Bahujans.
Our Telangana Talli represents
the aspirations of every moth-
er who wishes for her children’s
success and prosperity.”

On caste census, the Chief
Minister said it was nearing
completion, with 98% of the
work already done. “The caste
census is like a mega health
check-up. Once it is complete,
the Kuruma community will
receive their rightful share

KCR’s bro-in-law
facesatrocity case
PNS m HYDERABAD

A case has been reportedly
registered against senior BRS
leader Ram Kishan Rao, the
brother-in-law of former
Chief = Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao and
father-in-law of MLC
Kavitha, in connection with
aland dispute in Nizamabad.

The complaint was filed by
Gadhari Gopi, who alleged
that Ram Kishan Rao and his
associates attempted to
encroach on his 235-square-
yard plot adjacent to Ram
Kishan Raos apartment. Based
on the complaint, the police
registered an SC/ST atrocity
case against the senior BRS
leader. The incident sparked
controversy drawing atten-
tion due to Ram Kishan Rao’s
political stature and familial
ties to KCR and Kavitha.

Govt destroying TG's cultural identity, traditions: Kavitha

PNS B HYDERABAD

Telangana Jagruthi founder BRS MLC Kavitha launched a strong
attack on the TG Congress Government accusing it of system-
atically ‘eroding’ the state's cultural identity and traditions.

Speaking at a round table conference organised by Telangana
Jagruthi, Kavitha said that the Congress admin, led by Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy, has tampered with the symbols of
Telangana’s honour, including the iconic Telangana Talli stat-
ue, and had insulted the Bathukamma festival.

Ministers ...

Continued from page 1

politicising all issues. BRS
leaders should be aware of
the law, he added.

He said that KTR who did
not respond when a woman
died in the Sandhya theatre
incident, has no right to speak
about the arrest of Allu Arjun.
He asked KTR whether the
BRS Government had filed
murder cases against KTR
when Sircilla handloom
workers died.

He said that if a case was
filed against them then they
could file a case against the
Congress Government now.

Panchayat Raj Minister
Seethakka said they don't
have any enmity against Allu
Arjun and that action was
taken as ‘per the law’

She said that actor
Chiranjeevi and Allu Arjun's
father-in-law are Congress
activists and that Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy has
ties with their family.

No grudge ...

Continued from page 1

CPRO Ayodhya Reddy on
Twitter (X), the arrest
stemmed from an unfortunate
incident during the release cel-
ebrations of Allu Arjun’s latest
movie at Sandhya Theatre.

While the theatre man-
agement had informed the
police about the actor and
crew visiting to watch the
movie, Allu Arjun arrived in
an open car to greet fans and
passersby.

This resulted in an unex-
pected crowd surge, leading
to a stampede. Tragically,
one woman lost her life, and
her son is in coma. The
police filed cases against all
responsible parties, listing
Allu Arjun as accused num-
ber 11 (A11).

The CMO emphasized that
the police handled the actor’s
arrest with utmost care. “The
visuals in the public domain
provide clear evidence of the

BJP smells...

Continued from page 1
stirred the nation,” Sanjay
said.

Patriotism isn’t just stand-
ing at the India-Pak border.
Its in inspiring a nation.
May be the Congress should
stop looting and start learn-
ing.

Just revisited my patriot-
ic playlist ahead of this week-
end. What’s on yours?”

The BJP’s Chevella MP,
Konda Vishweshwar Reddy,
suspected political vengeance
behind Allu Arjun’s arrest.
He said the over-enthusiasm
of the police to arrest Allu
Arjun indicates that.

“Allu Arjun did nothing
wrong. Why didn’t the gov-
ernment release Allu Arjun
after he got bail? It seems
there was political pressure
and vengeance behind the
incident,” he said.

He said that 90 per cent of
people in Telangana con-
demned the arrest of Allu
Arjun.

diligence and respect shown
by the police during the
process, the statement read,
dismissing allegations of mis-
conduct.

The government also
addressed misleading claims,
reiterating its supportive
stance toward the film indus-
try and Allu Arjun. “There are
no grudges against any cine
personality, including Allu
Arjun;” the statement clarified.

The government had
approved special shows and
enhanced ticket prices for the
film as requested, and Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy
expressed happiness over Allu
Arjun’s positive comments on
the state’s anti-drug initia-
tives.

The statement highlighted
the government’s commit-
ment to supporting the film
industry, including logistical
assistance for movie shoots
and product launches.
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CITY EVENTS

Samskruthi Foundation

Guru Sanmanam
Venue
Ravindra Bharathi

December 15,
at 4:30 pm

Jaipur Real Estate
Expo

Venue

Hotel Rajdhani
December 15, at 11 am

SION Fellowship

Venue
Bharathi Vidya Bhavan
cultural

December 15, at
8:00 am to 1 pm

All India Crafts Mela

Biggest handlooms and
handicrafts mela in South
India

Venue

Shilparamam
December 15 to 31,
10.30 am to 8 pm

Self-confidence
and character
building
Venue

Swamy Vivekananda
Institute Of Human
Excellence, Hydrabad
Till December 15,
at 6:00 pm.

NYU CARNIVAL
With singer KARTHIK

Venue

Boulder Hills, Hyderabad
December 31
||

Weekend kids
cooking camp
Master cooking and bak-
ing in 09 fun weekends

Venue

Culinary Guru Institute,
Hyderabad.
Till January 11, 2025.

City Pioneer
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[IT-focused coaching institute to be set
up at Maheshwaram Welfare School

PNS B RANGAREDDY

To enable talented students to
secure admissions in IITs,
Principal Secretary for
Municipal Administration
and Urban Development
Dana Kishore announced
plans to establish a dedicated
IIT coaching institute at the

Social Welfare Girls’
Residential School in
Maheshwaram.

Attending the launch of
the new Common Diet Menu
at the school on Saturday,
Dana Kishore emphasised the
government’s commitment to
strengthening Gurukula
schools across Telangana. He
inspected classrooms, sanita-
tion facilities, and interacted
with students, joining them
for a meal as part of the pro-
gram.

Speaking on the occasion,
Dana Kishore said the gov-
ernment has taken significant
steps to revitalise welfare
schools and improve their
infrastructure. “This
Gurukula school has pro-
duced students who scored
exceptional marks, such as
980 and 974 out of 1,000.
However, due to the lack of
proper guidance and training,
they could not secure admis-
sions in IITs;” he noted.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of IIT education, he
added, “Over 30 per cent of
IAS officers are IIT graduates,
and students from institutions
like the Indian School of
Business receive lucrative
salary packages from domes-
tic and international compa-
nies. We aim to provide the
same opportunities to our
students by offering spe-
cialised coaching for IIT
admissions”

Dana Kishore announced
that a special health camp
under the supervision of a
gynaecologist will be con-
ducted next Saturday for 550
students of the school and
junior college. He also
revealed plans to utilise Rs 60
lakh in CSR funds to provide
mineral water facilities,
benches, and other basic
amenities.

The Principal Secretary
emphasised the need to cre-
ate a pleasant environment for
students, announcing the
establishment of a floral gar-
den within the school premis-
es. To identify and implement
development projects, a com-
mittee comprising the Zonal
Commissioner, RDO, CDPO,
OSD, and the school princi-
pal will be formed.

Hyd CP visits Minorities
Residential School

As directed by Chief Minister A Revanth
Reddy to address issues in government hos-
tels, Hyderabad Police Commissioner CV
Anand, IPS, visited the Telangana Minorities
Residential Girls School in Musheerabad, Bagh
Lingampally, on Saturday. The visit aimed to
review the facilities and understand the chal-
lenges faced by the students.

During his inspection, Commissioner
Anand interacted with the principal K
Vanishree, and Dr K Challa Devi, Deputy
Director of the Social Welfare Department.
They provided details about the diet plan,
showcasing the kitchen, sanitation areas, sci-
ence and computer labs, robotic lab, sports
room, and dormitories. He also reviewed the
teaching methods and inspected the infrastruc-
ture on each floor of the Gurukul school.

Speaking to the students, the Commissioner
emphasized the importance of maintaining a
healthy diet and participating in extracurric-
ular activities like sports to build a well-round-
ed personality. He highlighted the significance
of these activities in facing life’s challenges and
interacting effectively with others.

Commissioner Anand lauded the Telangana
government for its efforts to improve facilities
in welfare hostels, noting the allocation of Rs
500 crore to enhance nutrition and provide
essential beauty products. “The amenities pro-
vided to students, including education, food,
and sports infrastructure, are commendable,”
he said.

Congratulating students who cleared nation-
al-level entrance exams like NEET, Anand
attributed their success to the dedication of the
teachers. He encouraged students to aim high-
er, suggesting civil services exams as a future
goal. “Stay healthy, stay safe, and work hard
to fulfill the dreams of your parents and teach-
ers,” he advised.

M|n|ster or Transport Ponnam Prrabhakar having lunch with students after launching Common Diet Plan at Sha|kpe in
Hyderabad on Saturday

Common diet menu
launched at TGMRS Girls
Hostel at Bahadurpura

DS Chauhan, Principal Secretary and
Commissioner of Consumer Affairs, Food
and Civil Supplies, inaugurated the Common
Diet Menu at the TGMRS Girls Hostel in
Bahadurpura today. The initiative, intro-
duced by the State Government, aims to
establish a uniform menu, standardized
preparation methods, and improved storage
and kitchen maintenance across all hostels.

As part of the program, D S Chauhan
inspected the quality of provisions, vegeta-
bles, and rice, alongside the overall mainte-
nance of the kitchen, dining areas, and class-
rooms. The visit also included participation
in cultural programs performed by the chil-
dren and the inauguration of the Common
Diet Menu banner. During the event, DS
Chauhan interacted with the children and
their parents, joining them for lunch to eval-
uate the quality of food served. He noted that
the menu adhered to the specified standards
and expressed satisfaction with the food
quality. In his address to the students and
staff, he highlighted the benefits of fortified
rice and the government’s efforts to stream-
line hostel operations. Encouraging the
children to aim high and stay dedicated to
their studies, he emphasized that success is
attainable through consistent effort.

The children and their parents expressed
happiness with the hostel’s maintenance and
appreciated the quality of food and facilities.
The Principal and Warden shared that they
have been receiving good-quality rice every
month, with notable improvements over the
past year.

The event marked a significant step in
enhancing the living and learning environ-
ment for hostel students, aligning with the
government’s commitment to providing
quality education and facilities.

Green channel for
dishursing funds to
Gurukul Schools

Minister for Social Welfare Ponnam
Prabhakar visited the Social Welfare Center of
Excellence (Boys) in Shaikpet on Saturday to
oversee its facilities and launch key initiatives.
The minister inspected the library, computer lab,
and digital classroom facilities while reviewing
special courses offered through the Center of
Excellence. He assured that mess charges would
be disbursed promptly through the green
channel.

As part of the program, Ponnam Prabhakar
inaugurated the Common Diet Menu for the
welfare school and joined the students for a meal
to assess the quality of food being served. The
event was attended by District Collector
Anudeep Durishetty and other officials.

Speaking on the occasion, the Minister
emphasised the state government’s commitment
to education and welfare. "On completing one
year in office, the Telangana government is
ensuring that all students in SC, ST, BC, and
minority hostels receive nutritious food prepared
under expert guidance," he said. He also high-
lighted the government’s efforts to revitalise the
education system, which had been neglected for
adecade. "We have addressed teacher grievances

y implementing promotions, transfers, and
recruitment. Any negligence in welfare schools
will not be tolerated," he warned.

The minister announced that Rs. 1,100
crore had been allocated for improving infra-
structure in 25,000 schools under Amma
Aadarsa Pathashala. Books and uniforms are
being provided on time, and diet and cosmet-
ic charges have been increased by 40% and
200%, respectively, to address rising costs.

Students told to
embrace technology to
enhance efficiency

PNS B HYDERABAD

The Indian Institute of Packaging (IIP)
Hyderabad, an autonomous body under the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry,
Government of India, organised its first con-
vocation ceremony for the 1st and 2nd
batches of the Master of Science in
Packaging Technology programme. The
event was held at Dr Marri Chenna Reddy
HRD Institute here on Saturday.

On this occasion, Prof V Balakrishna
Reddy; in charge of the Vice-Chancellor of
JNTUH, attended as the Chief Guest and
distributed certificates to graduates, while
RK Mishra, IRS, Director of IIP Mumbai,
also participated.

Prof Reddy encouraged students to
innovate and contribute to global society,
highlighting five key factors influencing
careers and businesses: globalisation, liber-
alisation, digitalisation, privatization, and
"Covidization." He urged students to seize
opportunities and adapt to change.

Addressing the Students, Director of ITP
Mumbai, RK Mishra noted Hyderabadss sig-
nificance as an educational and industrial
hub, emphasising the packaging industry's
rapid growth. He encouraged graduates to
embrace technology; as it enhances efficien-
cy and creates jobs. Mishra advised students
to stay informed, pursue additional certifi-
cations, and leverage their degree for pro-
fessional success. He also shared updates
about IIP’s initiatives, including a packag-
inglab in Mumbai, set to open by 2026, and
a new regional centre in Lucknow. Mishra
concluded by reminding students to value
both their mothers and their alma mater for
nurturing them.

Thirty students received convocation cer-
tificates, with Aparna of the first batch earn-
ing a gold medal for academic excellence.
The Master's program combines theory and
practical training, preparing students for
successful careers in the packaging indus-
try.

The ceremony was attended by IIP fac-
ulty, staff, alumni, parents, and profession-
als.

Director of IIP Mumbai RK Mishra addressing a
gathering at the convocation ceremony of Masters of
Science in Packaging Technology at Dr MCR HRD
Institute on Saturday

Techwave to leverage Al to
solve cmplex challenges
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Information Technology Minister D. Sridhar Babu inaugurating the Techwave second office and Al Engineering Hub at Tech
Park, Financial District, in Hyderabad on Saturday

All set for Group-2
examinations from today

PNS B HYDERABAD

Telangana Public Service
Commission (TGPSC)
Chairman Burra Venkatesham
on Saturday assured aspirants
that the Group 2 examination
results would be announced
quickly. A total of 551,847
candidates are registered to
take the examinations on

Telangana shooters excel in NSCC

PNS ®m HYDERABAD

The 67th National Shooting
Championship Competitions
(NSCC) 2024, organised by
the National Rifle Association
of India (NRAI), saw
Telangana participants excel in
various shooting disciplines,
including Rifle, Pistol, and
Shotgun which includes, Skeet
and Trap.

Gusti Noria won the Gold
Medal, showcasing Telangana’s
growing talent in shooting.
The participants, members of

Association (TRA), competed
across different age groups
from Sub-Youth, Youth,
Senior, Masters, Senior
Masters, and Super Masters,
both individually and in mixed
teams.

TRA President Amit Sanghi
expressed pride in TRA mem-
bers, saying, “We are proud of
Gusti Norias outstanding per-
formance and all our shooters
representing Telangana at the
national level. Their hard
work reflects our commit-
ment to excellence in shoot-

PNS B HYDERABAD

Techwave, a global information
technology and engineering
solutions leader, opened its
second office in Hyderabad
and its first Al Engineering
Hub at Tech Park, Financial
District, here on Saturday. The
facility was inaugurated by
Information Technology
Minister D Sridhar Babu, aim-
ing towards innovation and
global expansion journey.

The 100,000-square-foot,
state-of-the-art facility is
designed to drive creativity,
collaboration, and productiv-
ity. It will accommodate 1,200
associates and serve as a hub
for driving growth across all
service lines, including
expanded offerings in artificial
intelligence.

Techwave’s commitment to
innovation, regional develop-
ment, and global excellence.
Alongside its two Hyderabad
locations, Techwave is expand-
ing its presence to Khammam,
where its office now houses
over 400 associates. The com-
pany has also strengthened its
global footprint with new
offices in Brisbane, Houston,
and the Netherlands.

The AI Engineering Hub, a
cutting-edge centre of excel-
lence, aims to revolutionise
enterprises by leveraging Al to
solve complex challenges and
deliver specific solutions. The
facility will enable dynamic
collaboration with clients.

Speaking on the occasion,
Damodar Rao Gummadapu,
Co-Founder and Chairman,
said, “As we celebrate our 20th

reflects our commitment to
innovation, well-being, and
delivering value to associates,
clients, and partners globally”
Raj Gummadapu, CEO and
Co-Founder, added, “This
expansion signifies Techwave’s
dedication to providing excep-
tional services and supporting
global teams through collabo-
rative innovation.”
Meanwhile, Chandra Rao,
Senior Vice President, noted,
“The new facility enhances
client engagement and
strengthens our ability to deliv-
er creative, end-to-end solu-
tions. It reflects our growth
strategy and commitment to
making a positive impact on
associates and clients alike”
Techwave’s new facility posi-
tions it to lead confidently in
the rapidly evolving digital

December 15 and 16. the  Telangana  Rifle ing sports” The new facility highlights anniversary, this milestone landscape.

At a press meet,
Venkatesham stated that 58
regional centres have been set ANTHOLOGY OF TELUGU Sripathi, Chaso, Ravisastry, by Kunapuraju Kumar, a one-man of 11 female and 19 male writers are
up across all 33 districts. In all, STORIES Ranganayakamma, Puranam, army, whose book was released on featured with nine stories represent-
1,368 examination centres have  1aps( Chairman Burra Venkatesham addressing the media on Saturday Palagummi, Peddibhotla, Sundaylast. This compilation of 30 ing Telangana, six from Rayalaseema
been established. Paper-I GWM Madhurantakam, Nelluri stories represents the writers of all and 11 from Andhra. The selection

examination will be held on
Sunday and Monday from 10
am to 12:30 pm, while Paper-
II would take place from 3 pm
to 5:30 pm.

The Chairman noted that
the examinations will be in
English/Telugu and
English/Urdu, with 150 objec-
tive-type questions. Candidate-
specific OMR sheets will be
provided.

A total of 58 Regional
Coordinators, 58 Additional
Regional Coordinators, 245
Local Route Officers, 1,368
Chief Superintendents, 1,556
Observers, 24,420 Invigilators
17,926 Support Staff, 64 Special
Observer-cum-Route Officers
4,130 Biometric Invigilators, 18
Monitoring Officers have been
drafted to ensure smooth con-

duct of examintions.

Coming to district authori-
ties, 33 District Nodal Officers,
58 Custodian Officers, 245
Joint Route Officers and 1,383
Scribes, totaling: 1,719 would
be deployed.

Coming to the police per-
sonnel, 232 Escort Personnel
(Hyderabad), 490 at centers,
522 at strong rooms, 5,472
security personnel, 33 Police
Nodal Officers, Venkatesham
stated that 70 to 80% of can-
didates are expected to attend
the examinations over the two
days, and the results will be
announced as quickly as pos-
sible. He emphasised that
extensive groundwork has
been done to ensure the
smooth conduct of the exam-
inations, with all necessary

arrangements in place.

He assured candidates that
there is no need to worry
about the conduct of the exam-
inations. CCTV cameras have
been installed in every center,
and authorities will ensure
there are no issues.

The Chairman also men-
tioned that the TGPSC com-
mission will visit Delhi on
December 18 and 19 to meet
with officials from the UPSC,
Staff Selection Commission
(SSC), and National Testing
Agency (NTA). He announced
that significant changes would
be introduced in TGPSC oper-
ations starting January 2025.
Additionally, he assured that
future Group examination
notifications will be more
transparent.

ow can we forget the meta-
Hmorphosis Telugu story-
telling has undergone, leav-

ing nostalgic memories of great
works of writers like Bhushan,

of Andhra,

Kesavaswami and others that have
embodied the essence of the dialects
Telangana
Rayalaseema? Similar, is the great
contribution of Kodavatiganti,
Bhuchhibabu, Tripura, Chalam,
Kalyana Sundari Jagannath, Abburi

%'uﬂ‘umf

Chaya Devi and the like who have
enriched Telugu story writing.

At this juncture of almost a
downslide of Telugu story writing,
an anthology has come out
'Yikaalapu Telugu Katha' which
delves into the Telugu story writing
which emerged after 2010, compiled

and

parts of the two Telugu states.
Starting with Sannapureddy Venkata
Ramireddy to the budding writer
Surendra Seelam, the anthology
covers the stories of Kathi Padma,
Jupaka Subhadra, MSK Krishna
Jyothi and others. Stories dealing

Heritage§

with the way of life are all depicted
in this book. The thought process-
es of the contemporary story writ-
ers and their contribution to liter-
ature have been taken as the gold-
en rules for bringing out this anthol-
ogy, says senior journalist Tadi
Prakash. Wonderful Telugu stories

of the stories is based on the con-
temporary milieu, with an indepth
analysis of their worthiness.

Story writing over the century has
been flowing like the perennial
rivers in accordance with the chang-
ing time and course. Telugu short

story took its wings in 1930,
with great writers like
Chinta Deekshitulu and
Gudipati Venkata Chalam
leading the trend. At a time
when reading habit is on the
wane, Kunapuraju Kumar

has rekindled interest in Telugu
short stories by bringing out this
timely anthology.

Senior Journalist
(The writer can be reached at
venkobbr@gmail.com and 9297204401)
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140 leaders launch common diet plan
across Telangana Welfare Hostels

PNS B HYDERABAD

In a landmark initiative, 140 peo-
ple’s representatives, including
Ministers, MLAs, MLCs, and cor-
poration chairpersons, along with
450 senior [AS, IPS, and IFS offi-
cers, simultaneously launched the
Common Diet Plan in welfare
hostels across Telangana on
December 14. The programme,
aimed at providing uniform, nutri-
tious meals to students in
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes, Backward Classes, and
Minority Welfare Hostels, was cel-
ebrated as a significant step toward
improving the health and education
standards for underprivileged stu-
dents in the state.

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
inaugurated the programme at the
TG Social Welfare Residential
School in Chilkoor, Rangareddy
district, while Deputy Chief
Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka
launched it at the Mahatma Jyotiba
Phule Gurukula School in Bonakal,
Madhira constituency.

Addressing the gathering,
Revanth Reddy announced that
from now on, diet charge bills
would be processed through a
green channel by the 10th of every
month to ensure timely payments.

et~
e

Revenue Minister Pon?ulen Srinivas Reddy launching Common Diet Plan at Telangana Tribal Welfare School

and College in Tiruma

diet charges by 40% and cosmetic
charges by 200% to provide high-
quality meals and hygiene products
for students.

The initiative was launched at
several key locations across the
state. Speaker Gaddam Prasad

He also emphasized the govern-
ment’s historic decision to increase

Kumar inaugurated the plan at a
Minority Welfare Hostel in

L

ayapalem on Saturday

Vikarabad, while Revenue and
Housing Minister Ponguleti
Srinivas Reddy presided over the
programme at Telangana Tribal
Welfare School and College in
Tirumalayapalem. BC Welfare
Minister Ponnam Prabhakar led the
event at the Social Welfare Center
of Excellence Boys’ College in

Sheikhpet, Hyderabad.

In Nirmal, Women and Child
Welfare Minister Danasari Anasuya
Seethakka launched the plan at the
Telangana Tribal Welfare Boys’
Residential School in Khanapur.
Nagarkurnool’s Social Welfare Girls’
Residential School in Kollapur
hosted Minister Jupally Krishna
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Rao for the launch. In Ganapuram,
Ministers Damodar Rajanarasimha
and Duddilla Sridhar Babu started
the new diet plan at the Mahatma
Jyotiba Phule Residential School.

Minister Konda Surekha inaugu-
rated the programme at Dr BR
Ambedkar Century Junior College
for Boys in Hatnur, Sangareddy dis-
trict. Civil Supplies Minister Uttam
Kumar Reddy launched the
Common Diet Plan at Mahendra
Hills Girls’ Welfare Hostel in
Hyderabad.

The state government has priori-
tised improving the welfare hostel
system with this initiative, ensuring
all students receive standardized,
nutritious food regardless of loca-
tion. The programme is part of a
larger effort to modernize facilities
in these hostels, including better
infrastructure, clean water, and
gardens to create a conducive
learning environment.

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
emphasised the government’s com-
mitment to students’ health and
academic success. "This initiative
ensures that every student has
equal access to nutrition and sup-
port, fostering their growth and
future achievements," he said.
Parents and students welcomed the
programme, acknowledging it as a
milestone in the state’s welfare and

education system.

FTCCI hosts
conference on
Clean energy

PNS B HYDERABAD

The Energy Committee of
the Federation of Telangana
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FTCCI), in
collaboration with the
Ministry of Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises
(MSME), Government of
India, hosted an
International Conference on
Clean Energy for MSMEs.
The event, held at the HICC
in Madhapur on Saturday,
aimed to promote emis-
sions-free growth and effi-
cient industrial systems.

The conference attracted
over 400 delegates from
across India and included
international speakers from
Germany, Thailand, and Sri
Lanka, with participants
from more than 10 countries
attending.

Ajay Mishra, former
Special Chief Secretary of
the Energy Department,
Government of Telangana,
inaugurated the event as the
chief guest. He emphasised
that MSMEs, which employ
one in every seven people,
have no alternative but to
transition to clean energy.
Mishra stressed that MSMEs
must receive proportionate
support and benefits from
the government to facili-
tate this shift.

Harish Rao visits ailing
Gurukul student Leelavathi

PNS B HYDERABAD

Former Minister Harish Rao, accom-
panied by Opposition Leader
Madhusudhan Chari and former
ministers Sabitha Indra Reddy and
Sunitha Lakshma Reddy, visited
NIMS Hospital to meet Leelavathi, a
student from a tribal Gurukula
school at Tandur in Vikarabad dis-
trict, who has been undergoing treat-
ment after a food poisoning incident.

Harish Rao expressed deep
anguish over the plight of the student
and her family. He lamented that the
girl, who should have been enjoying
her school days with friends, was now
lying silently on a hospital bed. “It is
heartbreaking to see her in such a
condition. I pray for her speedy
recovery, he said.

The former minister criticised the
Congress government for its failure
to address recurring food poisoning
incidents in welfare schools and
hostels. He pointed out that on
December 10, 15 students fell ill after
consuming food at the Tandur trib-
al ashram school, and despite their
deteriorating condition, they were
kept in the hostel without proper
medical care for four days.

Harish further highlighted the
government’s negligence in han-
dling such crises, citing multiple inci-
dents of food poisoning, dog bites,
snake bites, and other avoidable
mishaps in Gurukula schools. “The
government’s indifference has turned
welfare schools into crisis centers.

!

Former minister T Harish Rao visiting ailing Gurukul student Leelvathi at
NIMS Hospital in Hyderabad on Saturday

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy’s
promises to take strict action against
those serving contaminated food
have proven hollow;” he said.

Drawing attention to the State’s
failure to ensure basic facilities,
Harish criticided the government for
withholding salaries for hostel staff,
failing to clear pending bills, and
neglecting essential needs such as
warm water and proper clothing for
students during winter. “Even in their
own districts, government schools
and hostels are left neglected. How
many more lives need to be lost
before this government wakes up?”
he asked.

Harish also condemned the gov-
ernment’s celebratory events amid

ongoing crises in welfare schools.
“The government’s focus on public-
ity over student welfare is disgrace-
ful. Instead of addressing these issues,
they choose to blame wardens and
principals for systemic failures,” he
added.

Harish demanded immediate
measures, including shifting affect-
ed students to NIMS for better
medical care if necessary. He also
urged the government to provide
financial and emotional support to
Leelavathi’s family, who are in dis-
tress over her condition. “It is time
for the government to stop posing for
photos and start delivering hot
meals and proper care to these stu-
dents,” he said.

Slams govt for
delaying salaries
to Anganwadi
workers

PNS B HYDERABAD

Former Minister T Harish Rao
has strongly criticised the
Congress-led Telangana gov-
ernment for its failure to dis-
burse salaries to Anganwadi
workers, retired teachers, and
other employees on time.

In a scathing statement,
Harish pointed out that despite
promises of timely payments,
salaries for 39,568 Anganwadi
teachers and helpers remain
unpaid even 14 days into the
month, causing significant dis-
tress among the workforce.
Harish highlighted that the
government has not paid rent
for Anganwadi centres for the
past 10 months, adding to the
hardships faced by workers.
“This is the legacy of one year
of Congress rule—unfulfilled
promises and financial mis-
management;” he said, accus-
ing the government of neglect-
ing those who play a critical role
in community welfare. Retired
teachers and employees have
also been affected, with many
unable to access their rightful
retirement benefits. “Despite
High Court directives, the gov-
ernment is withholding retire-
ment benefits, forcing families
to face severe difficulties,
Harish said, calling it a betray-
al of the trust placed by govern-
ment servants.

Seventh edition of the Smart
India Hackathon concludes

PNS B HYDERABAD

The Indian Institute of
Technology- IIT Hyderabad
hosted the Grand Finale of the
7th Smart India Hackathon
(SIH) - Software Edition from
December 11-12. Organised
under the Ministry of Education
and AICTE, this marked the first
time IITH hosted the event.
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan inaugu-
rated the hackathon virtually,
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi interacted with partici-
pants on December 11.

The valedictory session on
December 12 was led by Dr
Praveen Malik, CEO of
Agrinnovate India, who served
as chief guest and awarded the
winners. Dr Shreenivas Desai,
from UAS Dharwad, was the
guest of honour. Over 200 par-
ticipants from 26 teams worked
for 36 hours, creating innovative
solutions to agricultural chal-
lenges.

Four teams who won Rs1 lakh

Winners of the Grand Finale of the 7th Smart India Hackathon, ~Software Edition

at IIT Hyderabad on Friday

prize each are team Agritech
Titan from Welingkar Institute,
Mumbai introduced mobile app
for direct market access. The
team Code Fusers from Techno
Main in Kolkata made available
Al-driven crop disease predic-
tion. GRO CODE: Sustainable
Fertilizer Usage Optimiser from
Yashwant Rao Chavan
Engineering College Nagpur.
Void Seeker from NIET, Greater
Noida displayed Assured
Contract Farming System.

The Director of I'TH Prof BS
Murty appreciated the partici-
pants, highlighting innovation

and collaboration's role in
national growth. He introduced
IITH’s BUILD program, which
supports student innovators
with financial aid, mentoring,
and resources to develop their
ideas.

Meanwhile, Dr Malik empha-
sised technology’s transforma-
tive impact on agriculture and
urged students to innovate con-
fidently. The event concluded
with a vote of thanks by Dr
Phanindra Varma Jampana, cel-
ebrating the collaborative efforts
of participants, mentors, and
organisers.

BRS working president Kalvakuntla Taraka
Rama Rao extended warm pre-Christmas
greetings to the people of Telangana, wish-
ing for a festival of love, peace, and joy.
Attending the grand pre-Christmas cele-
brations in Jubilee Hills on December 14,
KTR, alongside local MLA Maganti
Gopinath, cut the Christmas cake and
inaugurated the festivities. He also partic-
ipated in special prayers with Christian cler-
gy, seeking blessings for peace and pros-
perity in the state. KTR expressed con-

Peaceful environment during KCR’s
tenure deteriorated: KTR

PNS W HYDERABAD cern over the current Congress-led gov-

ernment halting festival gifts and welfare

schemes for Christians, calling it a regret-
table move. “The peaceful environment
and religious harmony we maintained dur-
ing KCRs tenure have significantly dete-
riorated,” he remarked. The event, orga-
nized with great enthusiasm, saw partici-
pation from Christian religious leaders,
BRS party members, and devotees in large
numbers. Speaking on the occasion, KIR
praised the efforts of the previous KCR-led
government in promoting Christian wel-
fare, calling them unparalleled.

NARSAPUR URBAN FOREST PARK
Surekha announces plans for
eco-tourism development

Minister for Environment, Forest Konda Surekha at Urban Forest Park in
Medak district on Saturday

PNS B MEDAK

Minister for Environment, Forest, and
Endowments Konda Surekha
announced that the Narsapur Urban
Forest Park in Medak district would
be developed as an eco-tourism des-
tination. During her field visit on
Saturday, the Minister toured the
park, accompanied by District
Collector Rahul Raj, DFO Joji, Medak
Library Chairman Chilumula
Suhasini Reddy, Narsapur RDO
Mahipal Reddy, Tahsildar Srinivasulu,
and other officials and public repre-
sentatives.

The Minister and officials planted
saplings and explored the forest exhi-
bition, where they reviewed park-
related details with the District Forest
Officer. From the watchtower, the
Minister admired the natural beauty
of the forest and emphasised the gov-
ernment’s commitment to making the
park a major tourist attraction while
increasing its revenue.

Minister Surekha directed officials
to prepare a Detailed Project Report
(DPR) for the park's development.
She highlighted the rich history of
Narsapur’s forest, which has been a
significant natural asset since the
Nizam era. The park spans 600 acres
within Medak district's 4,300-acre
forest area. She announced plans for
improved facilities, including guest
houses, tourist cottages, reception
centers, kitchens, and storage.

Infrastructure upgrades include

serene environment, she said.

check dams, a rock-filled dam, a 50-
kilometer pipeline, and additional
amenities for trekking and cycling.
The minister detailed plans for a 685-
meter trekking trail, a 700-meter
cycling track, and a 50,000-liter
water sump. The park will also
become plastic-free, with enhanced
play areas for children and a new
main gate plaza.

The development strategy includes
plantation projects, such as semi-
mechanical planting across 10 acres,
labour-intensive planting on 15 acres,
and urban park plantation on 42
acres. Additional efforts include estab-
lishing youth-bearing plantations
and improving production texture
and finishing.

The Minister shared that the park
has generated Rs 1.53 crore in rev-
enue to date, with Rs. 35 lakh allo-
cated for development and Rs. 18
lakh remaining as surplus. Over
1.12 lakh tourists have visited the
park so far, and cottage construction
is expected to boost this number
further.

She emphasised the vision of Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy to develop
every forest area into an eco-tourism
hub. “Just like Hyderabad’s Botanical
Gardens, Narsapur Urban Forest
Park will be transformed into a
model eco-tourism destination. The
park's natural beauty, rich vegetation,
birds, and wildlife will captivate vis-
itors while providing a healthy and

Shocked over leopard
attack in Adilabad

PNS ®m HYDERABAD

Minister for Environment, Forest, and
Endowments Surekha expressed deep
concern over a leopard attack at Dedra
village under Bazarhatnoor mandal in
Adilabad district, where a woman,
identified as Arka Bhoombai (52), sus-
tained injuries. Speaking to PCCF
Dobriyal over the phone, the Minister
sought detailed information about the
incident.

The PCCF informed the Minister
that the leopard, believed to have
crossed into Adilabad from the
Maharashtra border, attacked the
woman early in the morning while she
was at the edge of the village attending

to personal work. The leopard, initial-
ly targeting a herd of cattle grazing
nearby, shifted its attention to the
woman due to her movement.

The injured woman was immediate-
ly rushed to RIMS Hospital in Adilabad
town, where she is receiving treatment.
Doctors assured that she will be dis-
charged and sent home once she fully
recovers. The PCCF also informed the
minister that financial assistance has
already been provided to the victim on
behalf of the government.

Following the incident, Minister
Surekha directed the Forest
Department to alert residents in the
area and closely monitor the leopard’s
movements to prevent further attacks.

Role of technology 1n
stressed

healthcare

DrV Mohan, Chairman of D. Mohan'’s Diabetes Specialities Centre, along with other members, at
the Healthcare Summit 2024 at T-Hub on Saturday

PNS B HYDERABAD

The Fourth Edition of the Healthcare
Summit 2024 took place at T-Hub on
Saturday, hosting 350 delegates and
featuring 40 speakers from various
healthcare-related industries. The
event included 11 sessions and two
workshops on diverse topics.

The summit, branded as ‘Sangam,
symbolised the convergence of health-
care professionals, scientists, innova-
tors, and researchers, exploring next-
generation healthcare technologies. It
was a platform for exchanging ideas,
expertise, and innovations to shape
the future of healthcare.

Dr V Mohan, Chairman of Dr

Mohan's Diabetes Specialities Centre,
emphasised the importance of using
technology as a tool to improve lives,
saying, Trust technology and take it
as our slave, not as our master. Key
topics were discussed, such as Al in
Diagnostics: Reducing Errors and
Optimizing Workflows. Telemedicine
& Tele-ICU: Enhancing Patient
Outcomes. Pharma’s Role in Digital
Therapeutics.  Wellness &
Nutraceuticals in Modern Healthcare.
Why 90% of Startups Fail: Lessons
from Health Entrepreneurs.

The event also featured an awards
ceremony, recognizing excellence in
healthcare innovation and contribu-
tions.

PNS B MEDAK

State Minister for Health and
Family Welfare Damodar Raja
Narasimha,
Information Technology and
Industries Minister D Sridhar
Babu, inaugurated several
healthcare
Bhupalpally on Saturday.
Accompanied by Bhupalpally
MLA Gandra Satyanarayana
Rao, District Collector Rahul

Sharma, and SP Kiran Khare,

the ministers laid the founda-

along with
service.

initiatives in

tion stone for a Rs. 13-crore,
four-storey hospital building
and launched a new ambulance

During the event, Minister
Raja Narasimha held a meeting
with doctors and warned them
against negligence in providing
medical care. He emphasised
the importance of maintaining
high-quality healthcare ser-

vices, particularly in industri-
al regions like Bhupalpally,
which cater to patients from
nearby districts and states.
“Any negligence in remote
areas will result in strict action,”
the Minister cautioned,
instructing medical staff to
remain vigilant and ensure
round-the-clock services. He
announced that two primary
health centers and two com-
munity health centers would

Doctors warned against laxity in providing healthcare
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soon be sanctioned for the dis-
trict.

Minister Raja Narasimha
also highlighted the govern-
ment’s focus on non-commu-
nicable disease services and
directed officials to submit
regular reports. He revealed
plans to establish NCD clinics
in every district and mandal
center, along with 400 sub-cen-
ters and 130 primary health
centers.
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Have not resigned as Maha
Congress chief: Patole

said he had not tendered resignation from his party

I\/laharashtra Congress chief Nana Patole on Saturday

post. Party sources had claimed on Friday that
following the rout faced by the Congress in the assembly
elections, Patole had emailed a letter to party president
Mallikarjun Kharge and expressed the desire to be relieved of
his current responsibility. "I have not tendered any
resignation...rumours are being spread," he told reporters
here. "Actually, the tenure of MPCC (Maharashtra Pradesh
Congress Committee) chief is of three years, and | have
completed four years. | have earlier also said that I fulfilled
my responsibilities properly, and it is an internal matter, not
to be disclosed. The party will decide, and | feel everyone
should get the opportunity to work in the organisation.”

Assam: Inter-state
cybercrime gang busted

n inter-state cybercrime gang was busted with the
Aarrest of five people in Nagaon district of Assam,

police said on Saturday. Following intelligence inputs,
a team of the Juria police station arrested the accused on
Friday night, Nagaon Additional Superintendent of Police
Jayanta Barua told reporters here. The gang was mostly
involved in making fake Aadhaar cards apart from other
financial crimes, he said. Barua said that out of the five
accused criminals, two each are from Assam and Uttar
Pradesh, and one hails from Bihar."The investigation is
underway to find more members of the gang and expose
the complete network. We appeal to the public that don’t
let cybercrime go unnoticed," he added.

Cold wave sweeps
Punjah, Haryana

Haryana and Punjab on Saturday, with Faridkot shivering at a

Cold weather conditions persisted across many parts of

minimum temperature of one degree Celsius, the
meteorological department said. According to the data from the
Met department, Faridkot was the coldest place in Punjab.
Pathankot recorded a low of 2.3 degrees Celsius, while Gurdaspur
and Bathinda experienced chilly nights with minimum
temperatures of 2.8 degrees Celsius and 3.4 deg Celsius,
respectively, the data read. The data showed that Amritsar logged
3.4 degrees Celsius, Ludhiana 7.8 deg C and Patiala recorded a
low of 6 degrees Celsius. In Haryana, mercury plunged in Karnal
recording a low of 4 degrees Celsius while Hisar and Bhiwani
registered a minimum of 4.1 degrees Celsius, as per the data. The
weather office said that piercing cold swept Narnaul, which logged
a low of 4.5 degrees. Rohtak recorded 6.8 degrees Celsius while
Ambala recorded 7.5 degrees Celsius, it said. Chandigarh, the joint
capital of Haryana and Punjab, recorded a minimum temperature
of 6.6 degrees Celsius, the weather office said.

Another attempt by farmers
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to march to Delhi foiled

PNS B SHAMBHU

Protesting farmers suspended
their foot march to Delhi
after some of them were
injured on Saturday in teargas
shelling and use of water can-
nons by Haryana security per-
sonnel, who foiled the agita-
tors' third attempt in less than
10 days to cross the Punjab-
Haryana border.

Farmer leader Sarwan
Singh Pandher claimed that 17
farmers were injured in the
action by the Haryana securi-
ty personnel. "The two forums
(of farmers' unions) have
decided to call back our 'jatha'
(group),” Pandher told
reporters here.

"How are 101 farmers a
danger to the law and order
and peace of the country? You
are debating the Constitution
(in Parliament). Which
Constitution allows the use of
force against farmers," he
asked. No discussion is taking
place on the issue of farmers in
Parliament, Pandher said.

On the next course of action,

he said a tractor march will be
taken out in states except
Punjab on December 16. A 'rail
roko' protest will be held on
December 18 from 12 noon to
3 pm in Punjab, he added.
The farmers under the ban-
ner of Samyukta Kisan
Morcha (Non-Political) and
Kisan Mazdoor Morcha have
been pressing for various
demands, including a legal

guarantee for Minimum
Support Price (MSP). They
have also demanded that the
Centre initiate talks with them
to address their issues.

It was the third attempt by
protesting farmers to march
towards the national capital.
Farmers had earlier made two
attempts to cross the Shambhu
border point on December 6
and December 8 but they

were not allowed to proceed
by security personnel in
Haryana.

Ahead of the resumption of
their march, the Haryana gov-
ernment had on Saturday sus-
pended mobile internet and
bulk SMS services in 12 vil-
lages in Ambala till December
17 "to prevent any distur-
bance of peace and public
order".

Cong must earn its place as INDIA bloc leader; Omar

PNS B NEW DELHI

Acknowledging growing dis-
content among INDIA bloc
partners with the Congress,
Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah has
asked the party to justify its
leadership role in the alliance
instead of taking it for granted.

Abdullah, while recognising
the Congress' significant posi-
tion as a pan-India party and
the largest opposition in
Parliament, emphasised that
leadership "has to be earned"
and cannot be taken for grant-
ed. He also suggested that the
party should raise the issue of
restoration of statehood in

Jammu and Kashmir.

"By virtue of being the sin-
gle largest party in Parliament,
and also having the leader of
opposition in both the Lok
Sabha and the Rajya Sabha, the
fact that they have a pan-India
footprint, which no other party
can lay claim to, they are nat-

ural sort of leaders of an oppo-
sition movement," Abdullah in
his first interview after becom-
ing the chief minister in
October.

Yet some of the allies feel dis-
quiet because they feel the
Congress is “not doing enough
to justify it or to earn it or to
keep it. That's something the
Congress might wish to consid-
er.

Still, Abdullah praised for-
mer Congress president Sonia
Gandhi, describing her as a
leader of unparalleled stature
within the opposition alliance.
"When the INDIA bloc comes
together, she plays an impor-
tant leadership role," he added.

65 people hooked
for forging age
proof for pension
PNS B KENDRAPARA (ODISHA)

Odisha Police have registered cases
against 65 people for forging their age
proof documents to reap benefits of
old-age pensions under social secu-
rity schemes in Kendrapara district,
officials said on Saturday. The 65
people are aged between 40 and
50 years, and all of them are from
Argala gram panchayat area.

They received old-age pen-
sion from February to August
this year on the basis of school
certificates and other docu-
ments, which were later found
to be fake.

Your ‘supreme leader’

Savarkar preferred
Manusmriti to Constitution’

Rahul jabs BJP
PNS B NEW DELHI

Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi on Saturday cited
Hindutva idealogue V D
Savarkar's criticism of the
Constitution that there was
"nothing Indian about it" to
attack the BJP and said the
ruling party is "defaming
and ridiculing" its own
"supreme leader" when it
talks about protecting the
Constitution.

The BJP and the RSS are
"supporters of Manusmriti"
but the country will be run
on the Constitution, Gandhi
said.

Drawing a parallel with
the story of Eklavya who
had to chop off his thumb
as 'Guru Dakshina' to
Dronacharya, Gandhi
alleged that by creation of
"monopolies" for the
Adani Group in various
sectors, bringing in the
Agnipath scheme, firing
teargas at protesting farm-
ers, bringing in lateral
entry and allowing paper
leaks, the government was
"chopping off" the thumb
of the youth, tillers, back-
ward class people and the
poor.

Participating in a debate
on 75 years of the adoption
of the Constitution, Gandhi
used the metaphor of the
thumb as a symbol of liveli-
hood and skill.

BJP. Shiv Sena
counter Rahul’s
attack on Savarkar

PNS B NEW DELHI

Countering Rahul
Gandhi's criticism of VD
Savarkar, the BJP and its
ally, Shiv Sena, reminded
the Congress leader on
Saturday that his grand-
mother and former prime
minister Indira Gandhi
had hailed the Hindutva
ideologue as a "remark-
able son of India" and
issued a postage stamp in
his honour.

Launching a scathing
attack on the Congress,
Shiv Sena MP Shrikant
Shinde wondered
whether Indira Gandhi
was also anti-Constitution
as she had praised
Savarkar as a "remarkable
son of India".

He read out a letter
written by Indira Gandhi
to Pandit Bakhle of the
Swatantryaveer Savarkar
Rashtriya Smarak on the
occasion of the freedom
fighter's birth centenary
celebrations.

"Was your grandmoth-
er also anti-Constitution?
You have the habit of
speaking nonsense about
Savarkarji.... But we revere
Savarkarji, we are proud
of him," Shinde said.

Jharkhand to be taken

forward by strengthening
all sections of society: CM

PNS M SAHIBGANJ
(JHARKHAND)

Jharkhand Chief Minister
Hemant Soren on Saturday
said his government would
take the state forward by
strengthening all sections of the
society.

Soren said his government
made all efforts to empower
women in the state.

Jharkhand became the first
state in the country, which has
increased the monthly financial
assistance to women to Rs
2,500 from Rs 1,000 under
‘Maiyan Samman Yojana', the
CM claimed.

Soren was speaking at a
government function at
Bhognadih in Sahibganj, where
he inaugurated and laid the
foundation stones for 331 pro-
jects worth around Rs 350
crore for Sahibganj and Pakur
districts.

He also distributed assets
worth around Rs 187 crore
among beneficiaries of various
government schemes in the
two districts.

The CM said that the people
of Jharkhand have again elect-
ed Abua Sarkar (our govern-
ment)’ and voted for the state's
dignity, development of tribals,
farmers, workers, women and

protection of ‘jal, jungle and
jamin' (water, forest and land).

“The state’s mineral
resources strengthen the coun-
try’s economy but there has not
been any change in the lifestyle
of the poor, tribals and origi-
nal inhabitants of the state.
Jharkhand remained backward.
We will all work together to
delete the stigma of backward-
ness and take the state forward
by strengthening all sections of
the society;” Soren said.

The CM said his govern-
ment made all efforts to
strengthen women in the state.

“We have linked more than
50 lakh women with the
'Maiyan Samman Yojana'
under which Rs 1,000 assis-
tance was given to them.
Jharkhand has become the
first state in the country, which
is honouring the struggle of
women by increasing month-
ly assistance amount from Rs
1,000 to Rs 2,500,” he said.

Kejriwal faces off against sons of former CMs

PNS B NEW DELHI

The prestigious New Delhi
Assembly seat is likely to witness
a fierce electoral contest with sit-
ting MLA and AAP supremo
Arvind Kejriwal pitted against
the sons of former Delhi chief
ministers as the BJP and
Congress candidates.

Parvesh Verma, the son of for-
mer Delhi chief minister Sahib
Singh Verma, on Saturday told
PTT that he has been asked to
prepare for contesting from the
New Delhi constituency. The
Congress has already announced
its candidate Sandeep Dikshit on
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the seat. He is son of three-time
former Delhi chief minister
Sheila Dikshit.

Speaking at an event earlier on

Friday, Kejriwal rejected the
rumours that he was going to
shift from the New Delhi seat to
some other constituency in the

upcoming assembly elections
which are due in February next
year. "There will be no change. I
will contest from New Delhi seat
and Chief Minister Atishi from
Kalkaji," he said when asked
about the possibility of changing
seats by them.

Referring to Dikshit and
Verma, the AAP supremo said
they are the sons of former
chief ministers and claimed him-
self to be an "Aam Aadmi".

The former Delhi chief min-
ister asserted that the contest in
the New Delhi constituency will
be a battle between the "CM sons
and the common man".

‘Need systemic solution to stubble burning’

PNS B NEW DELHI

Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar emphasised the need
for a systemic solution to stub-
ble burning, stating that our neg-
ligence endangers people's lives.

Addressing the National
Energy Conservation Day
function, Dhankhar said the
national capital suffers every
year due to hazardous environ-
mental conditions arising out
of stubble burning.

Society needs to embrace
innovation and seek a systemic

solution rather than leaving it
to individuals, he added.
"The system must come of
age...Just imagine our lack of
attention. Our negligence is
putting us in jeopardy in sev-
eral ways. One is our health.
Second, loss of hours of work.
Third, disruption of normal
life. And fourth, we need to
take care of our children.
"You can't go to school on
this day because pollution is
very high, and therefore, every-
one must converge to con-
tribute," Dhankhar stated.

He also called for finding a
systemic solution to stubble
burning, saying it should not
be left to individuals.

"Climate change, the cri-
sis...The threatening problem
obliterates social barriers. Rich
or poor, urban or rural. We
must act together, or we perish
together," he noted. Referring to
ethos and traditional wisdom,
Dhankhar said, "Our civilisa-
tional wisdom is a heritage, and
I would say, in a sense, survival
manual, encyclopaedic, for this
climate emergency.

India-Indonesia to consolidate
strategic partnership

Navy Chief on a 4-day visit from today

PNS B NEW DELHI

Navy Chief Admiral Dinesh K
Tripathi will begin a four-day
visit to Indonesia from Sunday
to consolidate a comprehensive
strategic partnership, especial-
ly in the maritime domain,
between the two countries.

Admiral Tripathi is sched-
uled to hold talks with Indonesia's
top defence brass, including
Defence Minister Lt Gen Sjafrie
Sjamsoeddin (retd), Commander
of Indonesian Armed Forces
Gen Agus Subiyanto, and Navy
Chief Admiral Muhammad Alj,
officials said.

"The discussions are expect-
ed to cover a broad spectrum
of defence cooperation areas,

particularly maritime securi-
ty, joint training initiatives, and
exploring avenues for further
strengthening the operational
collaboration between the two
navies," the Indian Navy said.

The visit is part of ongoing
efforts to further consolidate
bilateral defence relations in
line with the comprehensive
strategic partnership, with a
focus on enhancing naval
cooperation, it said.

The visit from December 15
to 18 underscores the strong
maritime relations between
the two countries, conforming
to the shared vision of India-
Indonesia maritime coopera-
tion in the Indo Pacific, the
Navy said in a statement.

Paracetamol linked to side eftects in digestive tract

PNS B NEW DELHI

Paracetamol, a common over-
the-counter medication, may
increase the risk of gastroin-
testinal, heart- and kidney-
related complications among
adults aged 65 and above, a
new study has found.

Taken commonly for treat-
ing mild-to-moderate fever,
paracetamol is also the first
drug recommended for treat-
ing osteoarthritis -- a chronic
condition causing pain, stiff-
ness and swelling in the joints
due to wear-and-tear -- as it is
considered effective, relatively
safe and accessible.

However, some studies have
provided evidence to contest
the effectiveness of paraceta-
mol in relieving pain while oth-
ers have shown increased risks
of gastrointestinal side effects,
such as ulcers and bleeding,

from prolonged use.

The latest study, conducted
by researchers from the
University of Nottingham, UK,
found that paracetamol use was
linked to a 24 per cent and 36
per cent increase in risk of pep-
tic ulcer bleeding (bleeding
due to ulcer in the digestive
tract) and lower gastrointesti-
nal bleeding, respectively.

Taking the drug may also

increase the risk of chronic kid-
ney disease by 19 per cent,
heart failure by 9 per cent and
hypertension by 7 per cent.
"This study shows a signifi-
cant incidence of renal, cardio-
vascular and gastrointestinal
side effects in older people,
who are prescribed aceta-
minophen (paracetamol)
repeatedly in the UK," the
authors wrote in the study

published in the journal
Arthritis Care and Research.
"Due to its perceived safety,
paracetamol has long been
recommended as the first line
drug treatment for osteoarthri-
tis by many treatment guide-
lines, especially in older people
who are at higher risk of drug-
related complications,” said
lead researcher Weiya Zhang
from the University of

“Due to its perceived safety,
paracetamol has long been

recommended as the first line
drug treatment for
osteoarthritis by many
treatment guidelines,

especially in older people who
are at higher risk of drug-
related complications.”

Nottingham's School of
Medicine.

"Whilst further research is
now needed to confirm our
findings, given its minimal
pain-relief effect, the use of
paracetamol as a first line pain
killer for long-term conditions
such as osteoarthritis in older
people needs to be carefully
considered," Zhang said. For
their analysis, the researchers
looked at health records of
1,80,483 (1.80 lakh) people
repeatedly prescribed paraceta-
mol (more than two prescrip-
tions within six months).

Their health outcomes were
compared to those of 4,02,478
(4.02 lakh) people of the same
age who were never prescribed
paracetamol repeatedly.

Data from the Clinical
Practice Research Datalink-
Gold was analysed for the
study.

Mahakumbh: NG
gives UP govt
time to submit
sewage plan

PNS B NEW DELHI

The National Green Tribunal
has allowed time for the
Uttar Pradesh government to
place on record a "compre-
hensive sewage management
system" plan for the upcom-
ing Mahakumbh mela.

The 2025 Mahakumbh will
be held at Prayagraj from
January 13 (Paush Poornima)
to February 26 (Maha
Shivratri). It is organised
every 12 years.

The green body was hear-
ing the issue of preventing
sewage discharge into the
Ganga and Yamuna rivers in
Prayagraj.

In the order dated
December 9, a bench of NGT
Chairperson Justice Prakash
Shrivastava noted the submis-
sions by the additional advo-
cate general (AAG) for Uttar
Pradesh seeking three days to
"place on record the compre-
hensive sewage management
system which had been pre-
pared by the authorities con-
cerned, in view of the existing
load and increased load" dur-
ing the Mahakumbh.
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hanakyapuri, Delhi’s diplomatic
enclave, has welcomed a new
culinary star, Boya Restaurant. This
contemporary dining destination
promises a delightful experience
that blends innovative gastronomy with an
inviting ambience. Helmed by the celebrated
Chef Augusto, who is both the Executive Chef
and Chief Operating Officer (COO), Boya has
quickly become a beacon for food
connoisseurs and culinary adventurers alike.

A CULINARY VISION REALISED
“Boya represents my vision of creating a
dining experience that celebrates authenticity
while embracing creativity, shares Chef
Augusto. “Every dish on the menu has been
crafted with passion, ensuring that it tells a
story, evokes an emotion, and leaves a
memorable impression.” True to his words, the
menu at Boya is a masterpiece that showcases
an eclectic mix of global flavours with a
modern twist.

The restaurant’s menu is a symphony of
carefully curated dishes that highlight seasonal
ingredients and culinary finesse. Signature
offerings include the succulent Charcoal-
Grilled Lamb Cutlets infused with exotic spices
and the delicately balanced Miso-Glazed Black
Cod, a dish that perfectly marries sweet and
savoury notes. Vegetarians will rejoice at the
Truffle-Scented Wild Mushroom Risotto, which
Augusto describes as “a warm embrace in a
bowl”

“For me, food is more than just sustenance; it’s
an art form,” Chef Augusto explains. “Every

the ploneer

ingredient is chosen with care, and every
preparation is a homage to its origin” This
ethos is evident in every bite, where the
harmony of textures and flavours takes centre
stage.

An Ambience That Speaks Volumes

The allure of Boya extends beyond its food.
The restaurant’s design is a visual treat that
complements the culinary journey it offers.
With its understated elegance, Boya combines
modern architecture with subtle cultural
motifs. The interiors are adorned with warm,
earthy tones, ambient lighting, and bespoke
art pieces that create an atmosphere of refined
comfort.

“We wanted Boya to be more than just a place
to eat,” says Chef Augusto. “It’s a space where
people can connect, celebrate, and create

memories” This philosophy resonates
throughout the establishment, from the
welcoming staff to the thoughtful table
settings.

The open kitchen design adds another layer of
intrigue, allowing diners to witness the chefs
in action. The theatrical display of culinary
craftsmanship not only enhances the dining
experience but also reinforces the
transparency and authenticity that Boya
embodies.

A TOAST TO CRAFTSMANSHIP
Boya’s beverage programme is equally
impressive, featuring a curated selection
of wines, artisanal cocktails, and non-
alcoholic options. The Sommelier’s
Selection highlights rare vintages and
regional specialities, while the signature
cocktails, like the Citrus Bloom Martini
and Smoked Maple Old Fashioned, are
crafted to perfection. :
“Our drinks menu is an extension of |
our culinary philosophy,” Augusto |
notes. “It’s about balance, creativity,
and  ensuring  every  sip
complements the flavours on the !
plate” The mocktails, such as the
refreshing Basil Lemonade and the
exotic Lychee Rose Fizz, are equally
delightful, catering to diverse palates.

bW

¥
ACCOLADES AND ANTICIPATION |

Despite its recent launch, Boya has |
already garnered acclaim from critics and
patrons. Food enthusiasts have praised

PERIENCE

Experience two different worlds at Blag and Wyte, Wlth
both daytime relaxation and rocking nightlife on the
rooftop, writes TEAM AGENDA

nder the open sky and /4—
l | also for people lov1ng

indoors, Blaq and
Wyte in the Defence Colony,
opens its doors to a chilling
concept for the food and party
lovers. With a unique concept
of both daytime and evening
preferences with flair and -~
sophistication one side of
the place is Blaq and the
other is referred to as Wyte.
With doors above the urban
hustle, Blag and Wyte
promises a meal and a mood with
slices of the heavens on both sides.
Blag’s menu specialises in Pan
Asian cuisine, featuring signature
dishes like crunchy iceberg
vegetable dumplings, Chengdu
Lamb, and Tuna Tataki. By day,
Blag is a refined dining
destination, but after 9 PM, it
transforms into a lively party
space with led displays and Asian-
inspired cocktails, creating a
nightlife experience.
On the other hand, the Wyte offers
a contrasting and complementary atmosphere
as a day-themed chill cafe and restro-bar. Wyte
features Mediterranean cuisine, serving dishes
like Lamb Adana Kebab, Mezze Platter, and
Stuffed Cannelloni. Wyte provides a relaxed,
airy ambiance that’s perfect for casual
gatherings or unwinding over a leisurely meal.

ey Its bright and inviting decor
™, makes Wyte an ideal daytime
spot for savouring a curated
selection of Italian and
J Mediterranean dishes in a
7 laid-back setting.
— “The Blagss interiors feature black
and gold, highlighting how black
enhances the prominence of
other colours. Our vision
was that without black,
other colours wouldn't
# stand out as much. Blag
evolved into a proper party
destination after 9-10 p.m,
catering to Delhi’s party crowd.
However, we noticed a demand
from guests seeking a more
relaxed and  conversational
ambiance. That inspired Wyte,
chill space with subdued music
where guests can unwind, enjoy
their food and drinks, and
connect” said Nikhil Sharma,
Founder of Blaq and Wyte.
Together, the place offers a great
chill time from day to night
bringing its own unique flair and
appeal to Delhi’s upscale dining scene.
Whether it’s a relaxed afternoon at Wyte or an
elegant, vibrant evening at Blaq, guests are
invited to explore both spaces and embrace the
full range of experiences offered in this
exceptional dual dining destination.

BLAQ
Address: D-21, Third Floor,
Defence Colony, Delhi - 110024
Contact Number: 9582222702, 9582222703
Timings: 5 PM - 1 AM

WYTE
Address: D-21, Third Floor,
Defence Colony, Delhi-110024
Contact Number: 9582221704, 9582221705
Timings: 12 PM - 1 AM

Mr.

“IF YOU REALLY WANT TO MAKE A FRIEND,
GO TO SOMEONE’S HOUSE AND EAT WITH
HIM...THE PEOPLE WHO GIVE YOU THEIR
FOOD GIVE YOU THEIR HEART."
— CESAR CHAVEZ

By TEAM AGENDA

elhiites
D glimpse ! i '
culture and cuisine during the .~

Peru Festival,
Embassy of Peru in Delhi. The
event was inaugurated by H.E.
Javier Manuel Paulinich
Velarde, Ambassador of Peru to
India, who kicked off a week-
long celebration promising an
immersive journey into the
culinary and cultural treasures

Boya Restaurant at
Chanakyapuri, Delhi,
IS a gastronomic
gem with finely
curated dishes from
celebrity chef
Augusto and equally
tastefully done
interiors, writes
TEAM AGENDA

the restaurant for its innovative menu and
impeccable service. Many have also
commended Chef Augusto’ ability to create an
experience that feels both luxurious and
personal.

“The response has been overwhelming,” says
Augusto. “It's heartening to see diners
appreciate the effort and thought we've put
into Boya. For us, this is just the beginning”

A MUST-VISIT DESTINATION

Whether you’re a seasoned foodie or simply
looking for a memorable meal, Boya
Restaurant is a destination that should be
on your radar. With its exceptional menu,
stunning ambience, and the genius of
Chef Augusto at the helm, Boya is set to
! redefine the dining landscape in Delhi.
“Boya is not just a restaurant; its a
celebration of life, flavours, and
togetherness,” Augusto
concludes. “We're here to create
. moments that linger long
gy © 8 after the last bite”
In a city teeming with
culinary options, Boya
shines bright as a
| testament to  what
passion, creativity, and
excellence can achieve.
I Make your reservations
k' soon, this is one dining
| experience you won't
want to miss.

food
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By TEAM AGENDA

where ambiance, impeccable service and gastronomic

artistry converge to create an unparalleled dining
experience. Perched on a stunning rooftop, Basko exudes
contemporary elegance with its warm, inviting interiors that
seamlessly transition from a relaxed
daytime haven to an energetic evemng
hotspot.
Basko’s menu is a curated journey 4
across global cuisines, featuring
standout dishes like the Lebanese
Breaking Balloon, a feast for both
the eyes and palate, and the"
Balochistan Raan, a richly splced
lamb delicacy slow-cooked to
perfection. Adventurous foodies will
love the Basko Surf & Turf Wingsand
the umami-packed Sesame Crusted . ]
Tofu with Teriyaki Glaze. e |
The handcrafted cocktail program 1 N
elevates the experience further, with |
offerings like the Basko Ball, blending { = il = -
buttery popcorn flavors with refreshing Li'i,'-'-:_::_—'
twists, and the Picante Twist, a fiery "=
delight for spice lovers. Each sip is as P —a
inventive as it is indulgent.
With its exceptional service, vibrant social §§
atmosphere, and thoughtfully curated events,
including live performances and exclusive \
launches, Basko is redefining Noida’s dining and
entertainment scene. It's more than a restaurant; [
it’s a destination where every visit feels like k
a celebration. T

“~

Step into Basko, the newly launched culinary bar in Noida,

Hours of Operation: 11 AM to 1 AM, Monday to Sunday
For Reservations, Please Contact: 95991 99499
Address: Basko, 6th Floor, Starling Mall, Sector 104,
Noida, Uttar Pradesh, 201303

experienced a
of Peru's vibrant

rare

organised by the

of the South American nation.

Held at Le Méridien, the festival

quickly became a highlight for

food enthusiasts, culture lovers, and

those passionate about exploring
global  traditions. = The  grand
inauguration set an engaging tone,
featuring mesmerising performances of p
traditional Peruvian music that captivated
attendees. The event was launched by the /
distinguished ambassador alongside senior /
executives of Le Méridien, underscoring the /
shared values of cultural exchange and '
hospitality.

The heart of the Peru Festival lay in its culmary
offerings, curated by renowned Peruvian Chef Julio

By TEAM AGENDA

dreaming of a regal feast fit for

royalty, look no further than the
heart of Lucknow, brought to life at
Tamra, Shangri-La Eros New Delhi.
Here, home chef Mansi, a culinary
prodigy from the UP Khatri
community, delighted food lovers
with an exquisite journey through
Lucknowi Dawat, a celebration of
Awadhi cuisine, reimagined with a
deeply rooted respect for tradition.
Chef Mansi, whose expertise in
authentic Awadhi flavours is
steeped in generations of family
recipes, hosted a unique pop-up
event at the renowned international
cuisine restaurant. Her cooking,
inspired by the women of her
family, honoured the vegetarian
traditions of her community while
introducing a delightful array of
North Indian delicacies. Focusing
on slow cooking and seasonal
ingredients, she brought life to
every dish, from the rich Zaffrani
Biryani to the soul-soothing Dal.
The evening began with Shammi
Kababs, delicate, spiced patties of
minced meat, their tender texture
and bold flavours setting the stage

If you've ever found yourself

Castzllo Guests indulged in an authentic menu

featuring iconic dishes such as ceviche, lomo

saltado, anticuchos, and aji de gallina. Dessert

lovers enjoyed classics like suspiro a la

~ limefiaand  picarones, paired with

4. traditional beverages such as pisco sour
and chicha morada.

Chef Castillo highlighted Peru's rich

. and diverse culinary heritage,

)’ shaped by Indigenous, Spanish,

/ African, and Asian influences. "Food

is the soul of our culture, and we're

_— thrilled to share this with the

#— world," he said.

N

i Le  Méridien's  Marketing
Manager Gitanshu Jetly echoed this
sentiment, stating, "The Peru Festival
exemplifies our commitment to

celebrating global cultures and connecting
our guests to enriching experiences. This
partnership allows us to bring the vibrancy of
~ Peru's heritage to our guests in a unique and
. memorable way."
The Peru Festival was an instant hit, drawing
crowds eager to savour the sights, sounds, and
tastes of Peru. The event offered Delhiites an
—  opportunity to immerse themselves in the
essence of Peruvian culture without leaving the
city-a chance that visitors embraced
* wholeheartedly.

for what was to come. Then, guests
were treated to Khasta and Aloo -
the crisp, golden kachoris paired
with tangy potatoes in a tomato
gravy, a comforting prelude to the
main course.

For the grand finale, the Zaffrani
Biryani emerged as the hero -
tender meat and fragrant rice slow-
cooked under a blanket of saffron-
infused steam, capturing the
essence of Awadhi luxury. The
Nihari, a slow-cooked stew of
tender meat, braised overnight with
aromatic spices, was a hearty winter
delight, while the vegetarian dishes
like Lauki Musallam - a stuffed
gourd in a rich gravy - and the
fresh, zingy Nimona, stole the

spotlight.
The evening ended with the
indulgent  Phirni, a saffron-

flavoured rice pudding crowned
with dry fruits and silver warg,
served in charming earthenware
bowls.

Chef Mansis Lucknowi Dawat was
not just a meal, but a celebration of
culture, heritage, and culinary
craftsmanship, a truly magical
experience at Tamra, where
tradition and innovation met with
warmth and hospitality.
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In the heart of Westminster, London, St. James’ Court offers a unique blend — -
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“THE REAL VOYAGE OF DISCOVERY
CONSISTS NOT IN SEEKING NEW
LANDSCAPES, BUT IN HAVING
NEW EYES”

— MARCEL PROUST

of Indian warmth and British charm, loved by Bollywood stars, says RUPALI DEAN

t. James’ Court, a luxurious retreat
nestled in the heart of Westminster,
exudes an irresistible charm that
makes it a favourite among the
glitterati.  This  opulent hotel
seamlessly blends grandeur with the
warmth of Indian hospitality, creating
a setting that feels as if it's been plucked straight
from a glamorous film set.
Celebrities such as the Bachchans, Ajay Devgan,
Sunil Shetty and Manisha Koirala have often
sought solace here, drawn by its enchanting
ambience and impeccable service. From the
moment you enter its grand lobby, the elegance of
marble floors and the soft glow of chandeliers
whisk you into a world of sophistication. The
melodious strains of a grand piano fill the air,
offering a romantic atmosphere perfect for both
lively conversations and intimate moments. Cosy
nooks adorned with vibrant artworks provide
ideal spots for quiet reflection or a relaxing chat
over chai, making the hotel a discreet haven for
stars escaping the public eye.

A Serene Oasis of Elegance
he hotel’s fairy-tale-like courtyard, shared
I with the adjacent Taj 51 Buckingham Gate,
offers a tranquil oasis featuring a
picturesque fountain encircled by lush greenery.
Its an ideal setting for celebrity sightings or
impromptu  photoshoots. ~ This  serene
environment allows guests to unwind, far
removed from the city’s hustle and bustle, making
it a sanctuary for those seeking both luxury and
tranquillity.
The accommodation at St. James’ Court is a
sensory delight, blending modern design with
Indian elegance. Rich textiles and intricate details

evoke the splendour of royal living, ensuring
guests a sumptuous retreat after a day of
exploring. A standout feature is the renowned Jiva
Spa, where rejuvenating treatments transport
visitors into a state of bliss, proving that relaxation
here is an art form perfected.

Conveniently located just a ten-minute stroll
from Victoria Station, the hotel is a prime base for
discovering Londons iconic attractions.
Landmarks such as Westminster Abbey and Big
Ben are just a leisurely walk away, while St. James’s
Park offers stunning views and peaceful
pathways. This enchanting locale has not only
captured the hearts of tourists but also
photographers and  filmmakers seeking
inspiration.

Where Bollywood Glamour Meets
Exquisite Cuisine

ining at St. James’ Court is a culinary
Dadventure designed to impress even the

most discerning Bollywood stars. With an
array of dining options, each venue celebrates
global cuisines with a touch of flair.
TH@51 Restaurant & Bar delivers an
international menu catering to diverse palates,
making it a hotspot for both locals and globe-
trotting celebrities. For a quintessentially British
experience, Kona reimagines afternoon tea with
innovative themes that are as Instagram-worthy
as they are delicious.
For authentic Chinese cuisine, The House of Ming
offers a menu inspired by Sichuan and Cantonese
traditions, guaranteed to captivate any A-lister.
Meanwhile, the Michelin-starred Quilon presents
a vibrant tribute to the culinary treasures of
India’s southwest coast, each dish weaving a story
that could easily inspire a Bollywood screenplay.

travel
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For those drawn to adventurous Indian flavours, a
short cab ride to the Bombay Brasserie unveils a
modern twist on traditional recipes, reminiscent
of a Bollywood blockbuster reinterpreting a
classic tale.

As evening falls, the Hamptons Bar beckons with
masterfully crafted cocktails, set against the
soothing melodies of a resident pianist. In the
summer, the TH@51 Courtyard transforms into a
magical alfresco dining venue, complete with
fairy lights, offering an experience straight out of
a romantic Bollywood scene.

Blending Indian Hospitality with
ritish Elegance
t. James’ Court not only boasts exceptional
Scuisine but also offers beautifully appointed
rooms and suites that balance luxury with
comfort. Thoughtfully designed, these spaces are
perfect for families and friends, echoing the
ensembles often seen in Bollywood films.
With its unique combination of Indian hospitality
and British sophistication, St. James’ Court has
earned its place as a favourite among Bollywood’s
elite. It is more than just a luxury hotel; it is an
elegant canvas capturing the essence of a magical
getaway.
For stars who seek not only opulence but also a
serene escape from the crowds, St. James Court
stands as a testament to comfort, charm, and an
unforgettable London experience.
Where? 54 Buckingham Gate, London SWI1E
6AF, United Kingdom
— Rupali Dean, awarded ‘Best Food Writer
in the Country’ by the Indian Culinary Forum,
WACS, and the Ministry of Tourism, writes on
food and travel

Where Luxury Meets Holistic Wellness In Perfect Harmony

A luxurious sanctuary of tranquility and wellness, Jetwing Lagoon is a perfect retreat for holistic
wellness, says SHARMILA CHAND

g

“Besides therapies we also
curate specific meals that
align with guests' individual
health goals. For a more
interactive experience, we let
guests join the chefs in
preparing nutritious dishes,
offering a hands-on journey
into wellness cooking. This
immersive approach allows
you to savor the satisfaction of
dining on meals you've crafted
yourself. Such experiences go
beyond just dining-they offer a
chance to connect with nature,
embrace wellness, and enjoy
mindful eating in the tranquil
atmosphere of Jetwing
Lagoon.”

DR. GAYATHRI
NISSANKA
Senior Ayurvedic Physician,
Jetwing Lagoon

ri Lanka beckons, a land

where vibrant city life is in

synergy with calming pulse of

pristine beaches. Adding to

the Sri Lankan hospitality is a
luxury wellness haven, Jetwing
Lagoon, a signature masterpiece
originally envisioned in 1965 by
legendary architect Geoffrey Bawa, as
his first resort design project.

REVIVE. REJUVENATE REFLECT
Nestled between the quiet Negombo
lagoon and the gorgeous Indian
Ocean, this luxury wellness resort
embraces the serenity of the inland
waters for a perfect island retreat.

As T step in, a feeling of calm and
peace embraces me. I walk from the
reception towards the suites, crossing
the centrepiece 100 metre swimming
pool which boasts of being one of the
largest in the region. To my utmost
pleasure, I have the company of one
pretty egret following me in the
garden. She stops when I go towards
the staircase as my suite is located on
the first floor. We look at each other
conveying the message of 'see you'
later.

Suites here are epitome of luxury and
mine is lagoon facing while featuring
all modern amenities. With the
sunrise, I look forward to my bespoke
wellness plan which begins with yoga
and meditation session. And yes,
meeting my friend once again in the
garden.

There is something about the air at
the resort that comforts, heals, and
brings in peace. An in-house Senior
Ayurvedic Physician, Dr. Gayathri
Nissanka awaits, ready to curate a
wellness  plan  following a
personalised consultation.

WELLNESS ETHOS
Dr Gayathri explains, “At Jetwing
Lagoon, the Wellness Experience is
thoughtfully crafted around five key
pillars:  Mindfulness, Nutrition,
Movement, Rest, and Community.

The wellness packages integrate these
pillars, ensuring that every guest
embarks on a transformative journey
that inspires lasting lifestyle changes.
From slow flow yoga and meditation
sessions, luxurious spa treatments,
age-old ayurvedic treatments, and
nourishing wellness cuisine, we
provide a comprehensive approach to
rebalancing and restoring your body,
mind, and spirit”

MINDFUL DINING
Dining at the Resort is a journey
through a wholesome culinary
experience. Designed to nourish the
body, mind, and spirit in harmony
with serene surroundings, wellness
cuisine is at the heart of the culinary
philosophy at Jetwing Lagoon. The
culinary philosophy focuses on the
use of fresh, natural, and nutrient-
rich  ingredients, thoughtfully
prepared to enhance health, vitality,
and balance. Every dish is crafted
with care, prioritising plant-based
whole foods while also offering lean
meats and seafood, ensuring a diverse

“The culinary experience at Jetwing
Lagoon goes beyond taste-it is about

embracing a mindful approach to

eating that supports your overall well-

being. From vibrant salads and
nourishing soups to revitalising

juices and herbal teas, our menu is
designed to rejuvenate your senses
and restore your energy, creating a

holistic dining journey that aligns

with the tranquil ethos of our resort.”

ROHAN FERNANDO
Executive Chef, Jetwing Lagoon

AL R .

menu that caters to a variety of
dietary preferences. There is a
commitment towards preserving the
integrity of each ingredient, avoiding
processed foods and artificial
additives.

Set within the tranquil surroundings
of the resort, 'Blue Lagoon' restaurant
lives up to its name with a spacious,
serene setting that overlooks the
stunning Negombo Lagoon. Inspired
by the impressive length of the
swimming pool, '100 Meters' is the
Poolside Bar with a menu as
extensive as its name. Have your pick
from tropical cocktails and mocktails,
or from a range of international
beverages and spirits. Here at the
Pool Bar, you will also find refreshing
station, featuring fresh juices,
smoothies, detox beverages, and
selected mocktails.

'Pier Dining' turned out to be my
favourite. On a cloudy evening, I
chose to dine at the table set up right
at the edge of gentle waters of the
Negombo Lagoon. An open-air setup
on a private pier that extends out into

the open expanse of the lush
landscapes is truly a memorable
experience.

THE LOCAL NARRATIVE
Step out of the resort and explore
fascinating tales of Negombo and its
surrounding regions.

For the birding enthusiasts, a journey
through the historic Dutch canals
that lead to the famed mangroves of
Muthurajawela in the south, or the
lush open sanctuary of
Anawilundawa to the north are great
natural aviaries abound with a
number of endemic and migratory
species that can be spotted on special
excursions. For the adventure
seekers, there are water sports to
indulge in adrenalin-filled
experiences on a sunny Negombo
afternoon.

Take a city tour and discover history
and culture at every turn. How the
ruined Dutch  Fort reflects
Negombo's colonial legacy, while the
bustling Lellama Fish Market pays
tribute to its roots as a traditional

“With luxurious villa-styled
rooms sprawling expansively
in a harmonious blend of
tropical modernism, spaces
bathed in natural light and
lush gardens that transcends
the calm of the gentle waters,
Jetwing Lagoon is a sanctuary
of peace and franquility for a
wellness getaway that
rebalances, restores and
revives.”
ROMELLO PERERA
General Manager, Jetwing Lagoon

fishing village. I was not
surprised why Negombo is
also fondly known as 'Little
Rome' as it is home to
outstanding  collection of
churches. Also, do not miss
the 300-year old
Angurukaramulla  Temple,
which abounds in a number of
ancient murals while a large
Buddha statue stands as an
icon prominently.

TO CONCLUDE

In this serene environment,
worries melt away as you
prepare to embark on a
transformative journey. So go
ahead and discover an iconic
sanctuary meticulously
designed to welcome guests
seeking rejuvenation amidst
luxe pampering.




sunday pioneer

I HYDERABAD | SUNDAY | DECEMBER 15, 2024

fJJ,P_Q

Eleganz Interiors files IPO
papers with NSE Emerge

leganz Interiors, a leading provider of interior fit-out
Esolutions provider, on Saturday said it has filed draft

papers with NSE Emerge to mobilise funds via an initial
public offering. The initial public offering (IPO) is entirely a
fresh issuance of up to 60.05 lakh shares, each with a face
value of Rs 10, the company said in a statement. The shares
of the company will be listed on the SME platform of the
National Stock Exchange (NSE) Emerge, according to the
draft red herring prospectus. Vivro Financial Services is the
sole book-running lead manager, while Bigshare Services is
the registrar for the IPO. Mumbai-based Eleganz intends to
leverage its existing footprint and expand its presence in
these key regions to further solidify its market position.
Proceeds from the issue worth Rs 25 crore will utilised by
the company to repay outstanding debt and Rs 30 crore to

fund working capital needs.

Pune sees 11 pc drop in
property registration

egistration of properties in Pune fell 11 per cent year-
Ron-year in November to 13,371 units despite strong

demand, according to Knight Frank India. In a
statement on Saturday, real estate consultant Knight Frank
India said Pune recorded 13,371 property registrations in
November 2024, generating Rs 475 crore in revenue for the
state exchequer. As many as 14,988 units were registered in
November last year. Registration of properties fell 36 per
cent in November compared to 20,894 units in October this
year. Knight Frank India Chairman and Managing Director
Shishir Baijal said, "Pune’s property market continues to
exhibit steady registrations, adapting to evolving buyer
preferences and market conditions'. Commenting on the
data, Rohit Gera, Managing Director of Pune-based Gera
Developments, said the registrations in November typically
result from sales made in September.

Senco Gold raises Rs 459
crore via QIP

olkata-based jewellery retail chain Senco Gold Limited
Ksaid it raised Rs 459 crore through a Qualified

Institutions Placement (QIP) by allotting 40.8 lakh equity
shares. The QIP committee of the company’s board approved
the issuance and allotment of equity shares of Rs 10 were
issued at a price of Rs 1,125 per share, including a premium
of Rs 1,115, Senco Gold said in a regulatory filing on Friday
evening. Post the QIP, the company’s paid-up equity share
capital has increased to Rs 81.80 crore, comprising 8.18
crore shares, from Rs 77.72 crore (7.77 crore shares), the
company added. Among the major allottees, four funds under
Tata AIA Life Insurance Co. grabbed 14.49 per cent of the
issue size. On a standalone basis, Tata Multicap Fund
received the largest portion with 8.77 per cent of the issue
size, followed by Tata AIA Life Insurance Co. Ltd’s Emerging
Opportunities Fund (6.40 per cent) and ICICI Prudential Life

Insurance Co. Ltd (6.54 per cent).

Dept of Posts to go

PNS B NEW DELHI

Union Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia on Saturday said the
Department of Posts is going
through a business process
restructuring exercise to transi-
tion to a digital platform as he
asserted that Dak Sewa is Jan
Sewa (postal service is public
service).

Speaking on the occasion of
the 50th Foundation Day of
Indian Post &
Telecommunication Accounts
and Finance Service, the minis-
ter said the shift is particularly
relevant in the context of e-com-
merce growth, positioning the
department to lead in this
emerging business avenue.

"Our department is going to
go digital. Our department is
going through a business process
restructuring exercise, where
we will transform ourselves in
the days to come into a logistics
corporation, where we must
become the leaders in the world,
with a new business avenue that
is growing in terms of e-com-
merce," he said.

He noted that the
Department of Posts today is the
largest distribution network
across the world, with 1,64,000
post offices.

"We serve the common
man...Not only officers sitting in
Dak Bhawan, but my grameen
(rural) Dak Sewak ... who on the
field goes from house to
house...he is the epitome of the
slogans -- Dak Sewa is a Jan
Sewa," he said.

The digital transformation
aligns with India's broader goals
of bridging the digital divide and

enhancing access to information
for all citizens, he said.

India has made remarkable
strides in telecommunications,
achieving a penetration rate
exceeding 86 per cent, the min-
ister said, adding that innova-
tion, inclusivity, and security
should be taken as guiding
principles for future develop-
ments.

The minister further spoke on
the transformative journey of the
telecommunications sector over
the past 50 years and acknowl-
edged the critical contributions
of various stakeholders..

"We were dependent fully on
foreign technology. We were
limited to the landline
phones...we were used to man-
ual switching systems, and
mobile technology was a very,
very distant dream, and in that
environment, it is this cadre
(IP&TAFS) that has formed the
very backbone of our telecom

sector;strengthening us finan-
cially and empowering us to
look at new fields of develop-
ment," he said.

It will be a quantum leap for
the country as it moves from ter-
restrial networks to non-terres-
trial networks, he added.

He said the country has expe-
rienced remarkable growth in
internet and broadband sub-
scriptions over the past decade.

"10 years ago, we had 250 mil-
lion internet subscribers. Today,
we have 954 million internet
subscribers. Every single person
in this country would only con-
sume 1 GB of data. Today, the
average GB of data consumed is
20 GB. Broadband subscribers
have increased from 60 million
to 924 million."

"India followed the world in
4G, it marched with the world
in 5G, and it will lead the world
in 6G," Scindia reiterated his
statement.

Money 08

RBI raises collateral-free
agricultural loan limitto Rs 2 L

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
has enhanced the collateral-free
loan limit for farmers from Rs 1.6
lakh to Rs 2 lakh, effective
January 1, 2025, a move aimed
at supporting small and margin-
al farmers amid rising input
costs.

The new directive instructs
banks nationwide to waive col-
lateral and margin requirements
for agricultural and allied activ-
ity loans up to Rs 2 lakh per bor-
rower.

According to the agriculture
ministry, the decision comes in
response to the rising input
costs and the need to improve
credit accessibility for farmers.

"This measure will significantly
benefit over 86 per cent of farm-
ers who are small and marginal
landholders," the statement said.

Banks have been instructed to
implement the guidelines swift-
ly and ensure widespread aware-
ness about the new loan provi-
sions.

The move is expected to facil-
itate easier access to Kisan Credit

Card (KCC) loans and comple-
ment the government's Modified
Interest Subvention Scheme,
which offers loans up to Rs 3
lakh at a4 per cent effective inter-
est rate.

The initiative is seen as a
strategic step to enhance finan-
cial inclusion in the agricultur-
al sector, providing farmers with
much-needed financial flexibil-
ity to invest in agricultural oper-
ations and improve their liveli-
hoods.

Agri experts view the initia-
tive as a critical step towards
enhancing credit inclusivity and
supporting agricultural eco-
nomic growth, addressing infla-
tionary pressures on farming
input costs.

Bihar gets over 3,800 proposals
for setting up industries: CS

PNS B PATNA

Bihar has received more than
3,800 proposals for setting up fac-
tories in the state since it floated
a progressive industrial invest-
ment promotion policy in 2016,
proving to be a pivot for its rapid
development, its Chief Secretary

Amrit Lal Meena said.

Bihar Industrial Investment
Promotion Policy, 2016, offers
incentives to investors that range from inter-
est subvention to reimbursement of State GST,
stamp duty waiver, export subsidy and con-
cessions for transportation, power, and land
fees. It also created a State Investment
Promotion Board to approve investment pro-

posals.

"From 2016 till now, in the last nine years,
there has been a massive response from the
industry because of the promotional policy,
and subsequently, sectoral policies have been
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approved by the government. So,
from different sectors, there are
over 3,800 proposals for consid-
eration of a state industrial promo-
tion board and 3,100 proposals
have been accorded first-stage
approval," he said.

Over 780 industries are opera-
tional, providing employment to

i | about 34,000.

"Rs 8,000 crore worth of invest-
ment has come (so far)," he said, adding that
the industries are mainly from the food pro-
cessing, textile, manufacturing, renewable
energy, IT and cement sectors.

The state has created a land bank of over
3,000 acres to be provided to set up industries.
Bihar is also offering about 2.4 million square
feet of ready-to-move plug-and-play industri-
al sheds, equipped with all basic infrastructure
requirements, situated in industrial areas
across the state. These are available for any
industry at a fixed rate.

China keen to invest USD 1
hillion in Pakistan

PNS B KARACHI

A Chinese business delegation
has met with President Asif Ali
Zardari here and expressed
interest in investing USD 1 bil-
lion to establish a medical city in
Pakistan, according to a media
report. Pakistan has held strong
bilateral relations with China
which has supported it through
many investments and develop-
ment projects such as the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor
project which was termed as a
“lifeline” for the country’s econ-
omy.

The delegation of Chinese
investors during a meeting with
Zardari on Thursday outlined
their plans to invest USD 1 bil-
lion into creating the medical
city in Karachi's Dhabeji

Economic Zone which is outside
Pakistan's biggest city and finan-
cial hub. The medical city would
be Pakistan's first fully integrat-
ed pharmaceutical and medical
ecosystem.

Korangi Association of Trade
and Industry (KATT) which is
tasked with the running of the
Dhabeji Economic Zone said in
a statement that the pledge by
the Chinese investors is an
example of the growing eco-
nomic ties between the two
countries.

The meeting which was also
attended by Sindh Chief
Minister, Syed Murad Ali Shah
and the Chinese Consul General
was held after successful nego-
tiations between the Sindh gov-
ernment and the conglomerate
of Chinese investors.

ED restitutes assets worth

PNS B NEW DELHI

The ED has restituted assets
worth Rs 4,025 crore of the
erstwhile Bhushan Steel and
Power Limited to JSW Steel fol-
lowing approval from the
Supreme Court, the federal
probe agency said on Saturday.
JSW Steel was the successful
resolution applicant to the
assets of the insolvent compa-
ny under the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) of the
Corporate Insolvency
Resolution Process (CIRP).
These assets were earlier
attached by the federal probe
agency under provisions of
the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) in an
investigation against Bhushan
Steel and Power and its pro-

Rs 4,025 crore
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moters on charges of alleged
bank loan fraud and "diver-
sion" of those funds for person-
al investments.

The Enforcement

Directorate (ED) said the resti-
tution of assets worth Rs 4,025
crore was made under Section

8(8) of the PMLA (restitution
pending trial), read with Rule
3A of PMLA Restoration of
Property Rules.

E-commerce to adopt Safety Pledge
to protect online consumers

PNS B NEW DELHI

Major e-commerce platforms
such as Zomato, Ajio, and Ola
will adopt a Safety Pledge on
National Consumer Day on
December 24 as part of steps to
enhance product safety for
online shoppers.

The voluntary commitment,
announced by the Department
of Consumer Affairs, aims to
detect and prevent the sale of
unsafe and spurious products
on digital marketplaces, an

official statement said.

A committee chaired by
consumer activist Pushpa
Girimaji developed the pledge

after extensive stakeholder
consultations in November
2023.

With India projected to have
500 million online shoppers by
2030 and currently hosting
880 million internet users, the
initiative addresses critical
challenges in the rapidly
expanding e-commerce land-
scape. The pledge requires
platforms to cooperate with
statutory authorities and raise
product safety awareness
among sellers.

"The unique nature of e-
commerce, where physical
product examination is impos-
sible, makes this safety initia-
tive crucial,” the department
said.

The move aligns with the
Consumer Protection Act,
2019, which mandates protec-
tion against hazardous prod-
ucts and unfair trade practices.

E-commerce entities are
now duty-bound to ensure
product standards and con-
sumer safety.

‘India needs strategic approach for int’l taxation

PNS B NEW DELHI

The suspension of the MFN
(most favoured nation) clause
by Switzerland underscores
the need for India to adopt a
more consistent and strategic
approach to international tax-
ation treaties, think tank GTRI
said on Friday.

This suspension introduces
tax challenges for Indian firms
operating in Switzerland, par-
ticularly in sectors like finan-
cial services, pharmaceuticals,
and IT, it said.

They will now have to pay a
10 per cent tax on dividends
and other incomes, up from the
earlier 5 per cent, effective
January 1, 2025.

It said that proactive nego-
tiations to clarify and har-
monise interpretations of treaty

provisions are essential to safe-
guard Indian firms' interests
abroad.

Additionally, India must
ensure that its treaty frame-
works reflect contemporary
business realities, particularly
in the digital and service sec-
tors, to reduce tax uncertainties
and promote global competi-
tiveness, the Global Trade
Research Initiative (GTRI) said.

The Swiss government has
suspended the most favoured
nation status (MFN) clause in
the Double Taxation Avoidance
Agreement (DTAA) between
India and Switzerland, poten-
tially impacting Swiss invest-
ments in India and leading to
higher taxes on Indian compa-
nies operating in the European
nation.

According to a December 11

India must ensure that its treaty
frameworks reflect contemporary
business realities, particularly in
the digital and service sectors, to

reduce tax uncertainties and
promote global competitiveness,
the Global Trade Research
Initiative (GTRI) said

statement by the Swiss finance
department, the move follows
the Supreme Court of India last
year ruling that the MFN clause
doesn't automatically trigger
when a country joins the
OECD if the Indian govern-
ment signed a tax treaty with

that country before it joined the
organisation.

GTRI founder Ajay
Srivastava said the suspension
of the MFN clause is a setback
for Indian firms operating in
Switzerland.

Previously, Indian compa-

nies benefited from a reduced
tax rate of 5 per cent on divi-
dends and other incomes,
thanks to Switzerland's earlier
application of MEN benefits.
With the reversion to a 10
per cent residual rate starting
January 1, 2025, these firms

treaties’

face higher tax liabilities, reduc-
ing their competitiveness com-
pared to businesses from coun-
tries still benefiting from MFN
provisions, he said.

The Supreme Court judg-
ment sets a precedent that
could influence how India han-
dles similar clauses in agree-
ments with other trading part-
ners, he said, adding that if dis-
putes over MFN interpretations
persist, Indian businesses could
face similar challenges in other
jurisdictions, potentially deter-
ring outbound investments.

"The suspension of the MFN
clause by Switzerland and ear-
lier issues with Australia under-
score the need for India to
adopt a more consistent and
strategic approach to interna-
tional taxation treaties,"
Srivastava said.

Sonowal to launch cargo
promotion scheme

PNS B KOLKATA

Union Shipping and Waterways
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal is
scheduled to flag-off three cargo
vessels from here on Sunday,
launching a new Cargo
Promotion Scheme and
Scheduled Cargo Vessel Services
along National Waterways 1
and 2, with routes to Varanasi,
Patna, and Guwahati.

The Guwahati-bound cargo
vessel will follow the Indo-
Bangladesh protocol route,
which has so far remained unaf-
fected despite the ongoing unrest
in the neighbouring country.

The cargo vessel headed to
Patna will carry gypsum, while
the one bound for Varanasi will
transport coal, and the one to
Guwahati will carry cement,
officials said.

Inland Waterways Authority
of India (ITWAI) officials told PTT
that trade via the protocol route
has not been disrupted despite
the political unrest in
Bangladesh.

"Both countries are providing
permissions without any issues
so far," an IWAI official said. He,
however, acknowledged that
trade between the two countries

has declined over the past year
due to several factors.

Sagar Khastagir, an Indo-
Bangladesh trade analyst, point-
ed out that the transportation of
fly ash—a key commodity for
cement plants in Bangladesh—
has dropped by nearly 35-40 per
cent in recent months.

"This decline is linked to a
slowdown in infrastructure
development in Bangladesh,
following the fall of the Hasina
government and the resulting
political instability," he said,
adding that delays in payments
are also affecting vessel opera-
tors.

He noted that under normal
circumstances, over 3,000 ves-
sels used to annually transport
fly ash, but both the volume and
the number of vessels have
declined due to the ongoing
political and financial chal-
lenges.

Former FIEO (Federation of
Indian Export Organisations)
Eastern Region chairman Sushil
Patwari, however, claimed that
while there have been no signif-
icant disruptions in trade, the
business volume has taken a hit
because of broader economic
challenges.
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"The future belongs to those
who believe in the beauty of
their dreams”

— Eleanor Roosevelt

-

The Ashtalakshmi Mahotsav 2024 bought the traditidns, art, an flaours of the eight northeastern states to théﬂ

national stage, celebrating their unparalleled cultural richness at the Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi, says ABHI SINGHAL

he Ministry of Development of
North Eastern Region (DoNER)
took a remarkable step in
celebrating and showcasing the
diverse culture and vibrant
traditions of Northeast India. In
an effort to bring the essence of
this unique region closer to the heart of the
nation, the Government of India concluded the
first edition of the Ashtalakshmi Mahotsav, a
festival that honoured the unparalleled cultural
heritage of the eight northeastern states. Held in
the national capital Delhi, the event resonated
with the lively spirit, colours, and flavours of the
region, leaving an indelible impression on
visitors.
The festival’s name, “Ashtalakshmi,” has been
derived from the eight northeastern states
namely Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya,
Manipur, Nagaland, Mizoram, Tripura, and
Sikkim , which were often referred to as the
‘Ashtalakshmi’ or the eight forms of prosperity.
These states played an important role in
enriching India’s cultural, social, and economic
fabric, making them indispensable contributors
to the nation’s diversity. True to its name, the
festival served as a lively celebration of the
regions unparalleled beauty, artistic heritage,
and deep-rooted traditions.
The Ashtalakshmi Mahotsav 2024 was a three-
day event held from December 6th to 8th at the
Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi. The event
provided a grand platform to showcase the
region’s thriving textile industry, elegant
artisanal crafts, and distinct Geographical
Indication (GI) products. It was a unique
opportunity for the audience to engage with the
intricate artistry and cultural richness of the
northeastern states.
The festival’s inauguration was graced by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, whose presence
underscored the government’s commitment to
promoting and uplifting the northeastern states.
The opening day featured an impressive array of
performances and exhibitions, offering a
glimpse into the vibrant artistic traditions of the
region. A key highlight of the day was a
spellbinding performance by the renowned
Shillong Chamber Choir, whose unique fusion of
traditional and contemporary music set a
magical tone for the festival. The choir’s soulful
melodies were accompanied by traditional dance
performances and folk music, providing an
alluring and enriching cultural experience for
the attendees.
One of the major attractions of the Ashtalakshmi
Mahotsav was the food journey through the
region’s diverse cuisines, each dish telling a story
of its own. Visitors had the opportunity to

savour an array of flavours that beautifully
captured the essence of the Northeast. Assam’s
simple yet delectable offerings included rice, fish
curry, and traditional pitha. Arunachal Pradesh
presented its flavourful rice-based dishes like
Thukpa and Zan, often prepared with locally
sourced ingredients like bamboo shoots.
Manipur delighted the crowd with healthy
delicacies such as Eromba and Singju, which
highlighted the region’s love for fresh vegetables
and aromatic spices.

Nagaland’s bold flavours took centre stage with
dishes like smoked pork and Akhuni, while
Mizoram’s milder but equally delicious offerings
included Bai and smoked pork. Tripura brought
forth an exquisite blend of Bengali and
indigenous influences with dishes like Wahan
Mosdeng and Mui Borok. Meghalaya’s hearty
preparations, such as Jadoh and Dohneiiong,
resonated with the region’s rich culinary
heritage, and Sikkim’s popular Phagshapa and
Momos emphasised fresh ingredients and simple
yet delightful flavors. Together, these dishes
created a vibrant gastronomic experience,
allowing visitors to relish the authentic taste of
Northeast India.

The second day of the Mahotsav continued to
captivate audiences with a mesmerising blend of
music and artistry. Pangpari, a talented singer-
songwriter from Aizawl, Mizoram, enchanted
the audience with her emotive blend of pop,
indie, and jazz. Her heartfelt performance
seamlessly merged modern music with
traditional influences, offering a soulful

THE ASHTALAKSHMI
MAHOTSAV NOT ONLY
CELEBRATED THE
TRADITIONS AND
CULTURAL HERITAGE OF
NORTHEAST INDIA BUT
ALSO PROVIDED A
SIGNIFICANT PLATFORM
FOR THESE STATES TO
GAIN BROADER NATIONAL
RECOGNITION.

experience. Following Pangpari was Sofiyum, a
Lepcha folk fusion band from Gangtok, Sikkim,
that enthralled the crowd with its unique blend
of traditional Lepcha folk songs and
contemporary musical styles. Their performance
beautifully illustrated the importance of
preserving cultural heritage while adapting it to
modern sensibilities.

The day also featured the Eastern Elements
Unplugged session, an innovative musical
experience that fused the Blues with Raga jazz,
delivering a fresh perspective on regional music.
The performances underscored the Northeast’s
incredible ability to adapt its traditional art
forms to contemporary frameworks, creating
something entirely unique and memorable.

A major highlight of the festival was the
Ashtalakshmi Fashion Show, which celebrated
the rich textile heritage of Northeast India.
Curated under the creative direction of
renowned fashion stylist and show director
Prasad Bidapa, the fashion show presented a
stunning amalgamation of traditional
handlooms and contemporary designs. The
event emphasised sustainable fashion,
highlighting eco-friendly and ethically produced
garments as a part of the growing global
discourse on sustainability.

Prominent designers from the region showcased
their creations, each bringing their unique vision
and dedication to preserving the Northeast’s
sartorial traditions. Jenjum Gadi from Arunachal
Pradesh mesmerised with nature-inspired,
gender-neutral designs. Bambi Kevichusa from
Nagaland showcased her exquisite bridal wear
while promoting sustainable craftsmanship.
Richana Khumanthem from Manipur
collaborated with local weavers to present
garments that told stories of the region’s weaving
traditions.

Other notable designers included Patricia
Zadeng from Mizoram, who focused on

uplifting female artisans, and Daniel Syiem from
Meghalaya, whose work highlighted the
indigenous fabric Ryndia. Karma Sonam Bhutia
from Sikkim revived the traditional art of nettle-
weaving, while Priyanka D Patwari from Assam
and Jyotsana Dev Verman from Tripura brought
their distinct styles to the event. Together, these
designers painted a vivid picture of the
Northeast’s creative and cultural potential.

The final day of the Ashtalakshmi Mahotsav was
a fitting conclusion to the three-day celebration,
featuring a series of breathtaking performances.
Basavdutta Chongtham (BASAV) from Manipur
attracted the audience with her emotive vocals
and poetic storytelling, while FeatherHeads
Haokui, a Tangkhul Naga folk band, delivered
lively renditions that celebrated the oral
traditions of the Tangkhul tribe.

Adding a traditional touch was the graceful
Peacock Dance (Kaa Kingnara Kingnari) from
Arunachal Pradesh, which showcased the beauty
and elegance of Tai Khamti culture. The festival’s
final act, Imnainla Jamir, an exceptional electric
guitarist from Nagaland, brought a modern twist
to the celebration. Her performance blended
Western music with Indian influences,
embodying the fusion of tradition and
innovation that defines the artistic spirit of
Northeast India.

The Ashtalakshmi Mahotsav not only celebrated
the traditions and cultural heritage of Northeast
India but also provided a significant platform
for these states to gain broader national
recognition. Through its rich array of
performances, exhibitions, and culinary
delights, the festival strengthened the cultural
bonds between India’s diverse regions and
highlighted the immense potential of the
northeastern states. It was a tribute to the spirit
and resilience of the people of the Northeast
India, whose contributions continue to enrich
the nation’s cultural and social fabric.
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OPENING VISTAS OF SOCIAL IMPAGT
VIA ART DESIGN GULTURE COLLECTIVE

he Pioneer brings you an

exclusive glimpse into

the groundbreaking

event, where India’s cul-

tural icons gathered to

celebrate the powerful
intersection of art, design and social
impact at the launch of the Art Design
Culture Collective, presented by
KHUSHII NGO.

On the evening of December 12th,
the storied house became the epicen-
ter of artistic brilliance and purposeful
philanthropy. The inaugural event of the
Art Design Culture Collective (ADCC),
organised by KHUSHII NGO, tran-
scended the boundaries of a typical art
gathering. This invite-only evening
united India’s cultural luminaries,
patrons and visionaries for a celebration
that seamlessly blended art, design
and humanity. With its gilded chande-
liers, historic architecture and an air of
exclusivity, it provided the perfect stage
for an unforgettable night, setting the
tone for the days to come.

At the helm is Rahul Kumar, a
Fulbright Scholar with a master’s degree
in arts from the USA. With works that
have graced Sotheby’s auctions and are
featured in collections like the Kiran
Nadar Museum of Art, Rahul’s eye for
talent and innovation is unmatched. For
him, it is a labour of love and a clarion
call for the future of Indian art. Among
the luminaries gracing the inaugural
evening of the Art Design Culture
Collective was Vandana Luthra, the
iconic founder of VLCC and vice
chairperson of the NGO, Khushii. She
shared her thoughts: “For 21 years, I
have dedicated myself, nurturing it like
my own child, alongside Khushii, which
has also been a labour of love. My con-
nection stems from my deep affection
for children. As a grandmother to
four, I've always valued the importance

AUC

of fostering growth in the younger gen-
eration. Today, more than ever, I believe
that empowering the future begins
with education and that empower-
ment extends beyond academics to
include mental health and holistic
wellness”

She further added, “Khushii’s pro-
grams were a natural progression of this
vision, particularly given the pressures
children face in today’s world. Even in
early education, the competitive atmos-
phere can weigh heavily on young
minds. Drawing from personal experi-
ence—having faced similar challenges
as a child—I recognise the value of sup-
port systems such as child psychologists
and counselors. These professionals not
only help children navigate their emo-
tions but also guide parents in under-
standing and addressing their childrens

needs. Counseling, both for children
and their parents, fosters healthier
relationships and equips families to
manage the complexities of modern life.
Through Khushii, I hope to continue
empowering children and their families,
ensuring a brighter, more balanced
future for the next generation”

No event celebrating Indian art
would be complete without the presence
of Shabana Azmi and Javed Akhtar. As
ambassadors, this revered couple
brought their unmatched gravitas and
passion to the gathering. Akhtar reflect-
ed on the power of art: “Art is like a
flag—it begins with society and has the
ability to unite people, even without an
established group. But for it to truly res-
onate, it needs a clear mission and pres-
ence in society. Once established, it
reaches beyond its immediate circle and

begins to inspire a wider audience”

Azmi, speaking on the role of art in
today’s world, remarked, “In an age
where resources are abundant, we must
view art as a contribution to society, not
as a luxury. It is only through such a
perspective that we can inspire a new
generation of creators, who can produce
fresh and meaningful content.”

The couple also lauded the work of
Ngo, which is currently educating over
240,000 children. Azmi shared, “What
is truly remarkable about Khushii is its
focus on mental health. Many children
today are overwhelmed by the pressures
of exams and competition. We often
overlook the emotional toll this takes
on them.”

Their involvement underscored mis-
sion to intertwine creativity with soci-
etal change, ensuring that art is not just

a visual experience but a catalyst for
social transformation.

The night reached new creative
heights with a talk by celebrated design-
er Sussanne Khan. Chronicling her
journey through the ever-evolving
world of design, Khan captivated the
audience with her tales of resilience,
innovation and inspiration. Her narra-
tive of melding modern aesthetics with
timeless Indian elements provided a
window into her artistic process.

Khan began, “In today's world, I
believe that spaces should not be
designed based solely on trends or
external influences but rather with a
focus on the needs and lifestyle of the
people who live or work there. As a
designer, I see luxury as a deeply per-
sonal concept. For some, it lies in sim-
plicity—creating spaces that embrace

sustainability and harmonise with
nature, where the natural environment
becomes a form of luxury. For others,
it may be defined by cutting-edge
technology and innovation. Ultimately,
luxury is subjective, shaped by the
unique preferences and aspirations of
each individual we design for”

Central mission is its partnership
with Kinship for Humanitarian Social
and Holistic Intervention in India,
founded by cricket legend Kapil Dev in
2003. In an exclusive conversation,
Kapil Dev reflected on the importance
of both mental and physical well-
being, especially for younger genera-
tions. “As a sportsperson, I have always
believed in the power of physical activ-
ity to alleviate stress,” he said. “Today,
with children and young people so
engrossed in gadgets, its critical to
encourage them to step away, get mov-
ing and embrace an active lifestyle.
Physical activity is essential not just for
the body, but for the mind”

The evening’s literary highlight was
the much-anticipated book launch of
The Serengeti: Wild Wonders of Africa
by Rajan Kapoor. Guests were
enthralled by Kapoor’s visual journey
through the untamed landscapes of
Africa, accompanied by conservation-
ist Dr. Rajiv Bhartari’s compelling
insights on the urgent need to preserve
wildlife. The book, a confluence of stun-
ning photography and evocative story-
telling, reminded the audience of
humanity’s shared responsibility to
protect the planet’s fragile ecosystems.

In a nutshell, the opening night of the
Art Design Culture Collective was a tri-
umph of vision, artistry and purpose.
It set the stage for what promises to be
an extraordinary journey over the
coming days—a journey where creativ-
ity meets compassion and where every
moment inspires change.

TAKOS MS

Imagine a garden or
outdoor space adorned
with big flower pots,
contributing to a visual
symphony of
contemporary elegance.
They are huge U-shaped
geometric planters that
provide you with that feat.
These planters embody
design innovation and
modern style.

Price; 28,550/-

!

coloured sofa with

DECORATIVE SPARKLE MOUSSE
VELVET CUSHION COVER

Add a touch of elegance to your home with this decorative
sparkle mousse velvet cushion cover. Featuring a plush
velvet texture and shimmering details, it's perfect for
enhancing any space with luxurious charm.

Price: 1,499/

Price: 1,574/-

complement each other. This
premium throw is an all-season
home essential that you just
can’t do without.

Price: 3,999/

PRINTED RUNNER

Mona B table tunners are perfect for special occasions
be it Diwali, Holi, Christmas, or Eid.
for the center table are just perfect. They can be used as

living room decorative items or as the best fit for a
dining room table, or bedside table.

ULTIMATE CHRISTMAS
x=—= GIFT AND HOME MAKEOVER
=l IDEAS FOR YOUR HOME

™ ()
.l

EVAN LATTE
WOVEN THROW
WITH CUSHION

COVERS

There is nothing a bed wants
more than to be draped with one
of these fabulous woven throws

and free matching cushion
covers. Drape this textured
throw over any solid or neutral-

The holiday season is here along with the joy of
decorating our homes and the excitement of
finding the perfect gifts for loved ones. Christmas
is about sharing special moments and creating a
cozy, welcoming environment and not only about
having fun. This year, transform your celebrations
with a curated selection of exquisite products that
effortlessly blend style and utility

cushions that

OLEZIO

Perfectly sized it helps you transform your balcony

I into a dreamy and vibrant space. Whether you prefer

'I blooming flowers or lush greenery, this planter is the

perfect fit for styling your balcony.
Price: 4230-20700/-

THALI CENTER TABLE

An exquisite piece of furniture that seamlessly blends
elegance and functionality: a striking red table with a
luxurious gold base. This table is designed to be a
statement piece in any room, featuring a vibrant red
tabletop that captures attention and adds a pop of color to
your decor. The rich hue of the red surface is
complemented by a beautifully crafted gold base, which
not only provides sturdy support but also enhances the
overall aesthetic appeal of the table.

Price: On request

These table runners

Top Christmasﬁ &

holiday menus in India!

ed to take your readers on a festive

journey to the most iconic feats around
India. Each place brings its own holiday
magic. With joyful celebrations, delicious
feasts and experiences crafted to create
lasting memories, these destinations are all
set to make this Christmas extra special!

In the spirit of the holiday season, excit-

Trincas - Christmas magic on
Park Street

In Kolkata, Christmas comes alive on
Park Street and Trincas stands as its shin-
ing star—a 97-year-old icon brimming
with festive cheer. This December, don't
miss out on an exclusive celebration at
Trincas, an icon that embodies the magic
of Christmas like no other.

Live entertainment: From nightly music
(6 PM-midnight) to jazzy weekend lunch-
es and Karaoke Thursdays, it fills every
moment with melody and joy.

Heritage menu: Indulge in festive classics,
including the Christmas Special —smoky
Bandel cheese-wrapped chicken breast
with garlicky greens, slow-cooked gravy
and caramel custard.

Festive setting: A nostalgic red, gold and
green décor adorned with poinsettias,
candy-cane ribbons, and holiday accents
creates the perfect backdrop for celebrations.

The Westin Goa - tropical christ-
mas bliss

Celebrate the magic of Christmas in the
tropical elegance of The Westin Goa,
where festive joy meets tropical charm.

Festive hampers: Discover indulgent
hampers filled with artisanal treats and
seasonal surprises, perfect for gifting or
savouring.

Christmas eve dinner: A lavish buffet

showcasing seasonal specialties with live
performances.

Cost: Starting from INR 3,500 + taxes

Christmas day brunch: A vibrant affair
featuring a specially curated festive menu,
lively music and family-friendly activities.

Cost: INR 4,000 + taxes onwards

Drift sundowner: End Christmas Day
with a dazzling poolside celebration under
the stars.

JW Marriott Aerocity - A feast
for season

Celebrate the holiday season at JW
Marriott Aerocity, where great food, fes-
tive cheer, and joyful celebrations come
together for the perfect Christmas expe-
rience.

Christmas eve dinner: Relish a decadent
festive buffet at K3, featuring classic hol-
iday dishes like roast turkey with cranber-
ries, plum pudding with brandy sauce and
more.

Prices: INR 4,600+ (non-alcoholic bever-
ages)
INR 6,200+ (alcoholic beverages)
INR 2,300+ (kids)

Omakase brunch experience: Indulge in
a luxurious seven-course fine-dining
brunch at Adrift Kaya, crafted by Chef
Vladimir and paired with a curated selec-
tion of beverages.

Price: INR 7,000+ per guest

These festive celebrations weave togeth-
er the flavors, music and joy of Christmas,
making them perfect for a feature. From
culinary brilliance to the warmth of tra-
ditions, each venue brings its own magic
to the season.
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lyrical genius’ words have shaped
the soul of Indian cinema’s most
unforgettable songs. A poet at
heart and a storyteller in spirit,
Irshad Kamil has an unparalleled
ability to capture the complexities
of human emotions with simplicity and elegance.

His career took off with Chameli (2003), where
his evocative lyrics stood out and marked the
beginning of a remarkable journey. Over the
years, he has penned unforgettable songs for
iconic films such as Jab We Met, Love Aaj Kal
(both 2009 and 2020 versions), Rockstar,
Tamasha, Raanjhanaa, Highway, Jab Harry
Met Sejal and Atrangi Re. Each project has show-
cased his versatility, from the soul-stirring Kun
Faya Kun in Rockstar to the heartbreakingly ten-
der Agar Tum Saath Ho in Tamasha. Hits like
Tum Se Hi, Matargashti, Raabta, Hawayein,
Chaka Chak and Tu Chahiye highlight his abil-
ity to adapt to a wide range of genres and moods.
His lyrical genius extends beyond romance, delv-
ing into themes of self-discovery, spirituality and
unspoken emotions, as seen in tracks like Phir
Se Ud Chala (Rockstar) and Rait Zara Si
(Atrangi Re).

As The Pioneer connects with the
maestro for our special segment, the
lyricist behind the iconic songs
reflects on the immense love and
appreciation he has received for
his work. “Its a good feeling
when you do something serious-
ly, and people respond positive-
ly;” he shares with a smile. “It’s
not just one or two songs that
I'm proud of; I believe all three
of my songs should have my
lyrics. I have that much faith in
them?” For Kamil, the recognition
he receives is more than just val-
idation—it serves as a constant
source of motivation and inspi-
ration to keep creating.

When it comes to his collab-
oration with the legendary AR
Rahman, his gratitude is evident.
“Working with Rahman sir is like
going to music school—no, its
more like a spiritual school. You
learn so much
from him,
not
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Not Agar Tum Saath Ho, Irshad Kamil
reveals they had different song for scene!

just about music, but about life and how to
approach it with a deeper sense of understand-
ing!

gOne of the most significant lessons Kamil has
taken away from Rahman is how to handle both
criticism and praise with grace. “Rahman sir has
this incredible ability to take it all—good and
bad—with composure. He has a unique, non-
fear attitude. There’s always pressure to make a
song a hit, but Rahman sir stays calm and
focused and without that pressure, you can truly
enjoy the work you’re doing”

Irshad Kamil recalls a memorable moment
working with AR Rahman on the song Tu Kya
Jaane from Amar Singh Chamkila. While work-
ing late at Rahman’s studio, Kamil was about to
leave when Rahman insisted they stay and con-
tinue working. Despite being exhausted, Kamil
complied and within 15 minutes, a line came to
him: “Tu Kya Jaane Mere Yaar, Chup Chup Takhti
Hoon, Rehna Sakhti Hoon” Rahman immediate-
ly loved it, and the song became a cherished cre-
ation. Kamil fondly remembers how Rahman’s
determination and sweet insistence helped

bring the song to life.
The Atrangi Re
fame also fondly
remembers
another
magical
musical
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people. The song becomes
the audience’s once it's out

moment: the creation of Vidaah Karo. “I
remember sitting with Imtiaz and Rahman sir,
and Rahman ji was playing the piano. He sud-
denly said, ‘Lights kamm kar dete hai’—and as
he began composing, I started writing the lyrics.
Vidaah Karo came out of that magical sitting””

For the Mausam songwriter, every song is like
a child and each one must be treated with care,
depending on its nature. “Every song is differ-
ent. When you write an emotional song, the
process is different from that of a dance num-
ber. With a dance number, we usually get the
composition first, and then the lyrics follow. You
look for that one line—the refrain—that
becomes the song’s hook, the headline of the
piece. But in emotional or romantic songs, it’s
all about the feel. The thought behind the lyrics
matters more than the words themselves. When
I first listen to a composition, I hear it 20 to 25
times to understand the approach. It's impor-
tant to align myself with the mood of the music
and understand where the song is taking me.
Once the thought is clear in my mind, the words
start to flow naturally. It's a seamless process—
feeling the composition and enhancing it with
the words”

Reflecting on his experience, the Raabta fame
reveals a thoughtful perspective on creativity and
the unpredictability of success. “I remember once
reading a quote by Charles Dickens when he was
asked about the message in his novel. He said,
‘Message? Why message? 'm not a postman, 'm
a writer” Kamil chuckles before continuing,
“That resonates with me a lot. When you're
working on something, youre not thinking
about whether the song will be a hit or a flop,
or whether it will be a classic. You're focused on
capturing the essence of the song in the
moment, within the circumstances you've been
given. Your job is to write with honesty and
integrity. That way, later, you don't look back and
think, T should have made this part better””
Speaking about his long-standing collaboration
with filmmaker Imtiaz Ali, the Highway lyricist
highlights the musical synergy they share.
“Imtiaz is a very musical director. He tries to cre-
ate magic on-screen, both visually and emotion-
ally,” Kamil says.

Recalling the making of Tamasha’ iconic Agar
Tum Saath Ho, the Kun Faya Kun lyricist reveals,
“Initially, a different song was shot for that scene.
But when Rahman sir and I saw the visuals, we
felt something was missing in the song. The visu-
als were so touching, and we kept trying again
and again to reach their emotional depth. It’s
directors like Imtiaz, Anurag Basu, Sanjay
Leela Bhansali, and Anand L Rai who value
music deeply and understand its importance in
storytelling”

Reflecting on some of his most cherished
works, Kamil shares, “There are so many songs
close to my heart. In Raanjhanaa, I love Aise Na
Dekho, but I feel it didn’t reach as many people
as it deserved to. Similarly, in Oo Meherama and
Tanhaa Joh are personal favourites out of the
many. Sometimes, despite the effort, a song does-
n't receive the appreciation it deserves when the
film releases, but later, it finds its audience. For
instance, Seedhe Saadha Saara Saudha from
Aakrosh is now trending with reels being
made, though it went unnoticed at the time”

He remains humble about his contributions
to the industry. “I don’t think I have a legacy of
my own,” he chuckles. “T just try to do my best
with every project. Time is the true judge of one’s
work?”

Looking ahead, Irshad Kamil has an exciting
lineup of projects, including Baby John, Sky Force
in January, Chhava and Kesari 2. With his unwa-
vering dedication to storytelling through music,
Kamil continues to leave an indelible mark on
the hearts of audiences.

| never anticipated that
Agar Tum Saath Ho from
lamasha, Ranjhaana
songs or Shayad would
resonate so deeply with

there. You can’t force it or
tell people to like it. The
credit also goes to the
listeners and the collectors
who, in their own way,
embrace and elevate the
song

he Pioneer had the privilege of interacting with
Chanchalapathi Dasa, gaining unique insights
into the Chandrodaya Temple’s groundbreaking
vision, where spirituality, sustainability and
modernity converge to reshape the future of
devotion In the sacred town of Vrindavan,
where the stories of Lord Krishna’s divine pastimes echo

through every temple and alleyway, a monumental structure is

taking shape. The Chandrodaya Temple, envisioned as the
tallest religious structure in the world, is not just an
architectural marvel but also a spiritual beacon. It is a project

that seeks to harmonise devotion, heritage and modernity on a

scale never before seen.

At the heart of this transformative endeavour is ISKCON
(International Society for Krishna Consciousness) and one of its
leading voices, Chanchalapathi Dasa, Vice Chairman of ISKCON

Bangalore. In an exclusive conversation with us, Dasa shared his
insights into the purpose, philosophy and aspirations behind the
temple. “This temple is going to be more than a place of worship.
[tis a cultural and spiritual complex to present the timeless
teachings of Krishna,” Dasa began, outlining the project’s
purpose. Towering over 700 feet, the temple will not only become
a record-breaking landmark but also serve as a “center to attract
people from all over the world to experience Vedic culture and
Krishna consciousness.”

Dasa emphasised that the temple’s primary goal is spiritual
upliftment. “We want to introduce the world to the glories of
Vrindavan and the message of the Bhagavad-gita, which is so
relevant for humanity today,” he explained.

Once a tranquil town steeped in spirituality, Vrindavan has faced
challenges with urbanisation and ecological degradation. The
temple, Dasa believes, will play a pivotal role in addressing these
issues.

“Our goal is not just to build a temple but also to contribute to
Vrindavan’s restoration. We want to revive the spiritual sanctity of
this place by promoting Krishna bhakti and ecological
sustainability,” he said. ISKCON's initiatives include planting trees,
cleaning the Yamuna riverbanks and creating infrastructure that
supports both pilgrims and residents.

An immersive experience

Unlike traditional temples, the temple is designed to offer a
multidimensional experience. “It's going to be an immersive
experience. The temple will feature exhibits, sound and light
shows and interactive spaces to help people understand the
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D GUKESH

D Gukesh’s historic
win at the FIDE World
- Chess Championship
~ 2024 has made the

. whole nation proud.
At just 18 years old,
he became the
youngest World
Chess Champion,
defeating China’s
Ding Liren in the
. championship match.
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Anado Kabika, just went to the 73rd Miss Universe
pageant, wearing a condom-only outfit, she turned
heads. In order to offer protection against sexually
transmitted diseases, her outfit promoted safe practices!

Manoj Bajpayee’s
Despatchis a trending
film due to its aspirational
and ambitious
narrative,
capturing the
spirit of =
fearless y
journalism and highlights =, =
how ordinary individuals E '
can challenge high-stakes i f\

corruption.
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FATEH KAR FATEH

-

wl
Avijit Singh, India’s hitmaker, has returned with Fateh Kar
Fateh, a fiery patriotic song for Sonu Sood’s first feature film
as director. The dynamic combo Haroon-Gavin and Mandeep
Khurana wrote the song, which is a throbbing blend of raw
emotion and unwavering energy.

KEERTHY SURESH’S
FAIRYTALE WEDDING

PICTURE

Actress Keerthy Suresh has tied the knot with her longtime
boyfriend, Antony, in an intimate ceremony. The couple,
who has been dating for several years, exchanged vows in
a private function attended by close family and friends.

history into a cohesive experience.

Braj is home to twelve sacred forests or kananas, each tied to
Krishna’s divine activities. Vrindavan, for example, was known for
its abundance of Tulasi plants, while Talval was renowned for its

teachings of the Vedas in a contemporary way,” Dasa Shared.
One of the highlights will be the “Vedic Planetarium,” a
unique feature that will explore the cosmology described in 7
ancient scriptures. “It's an opportunity to blend spirituality
with science, to show people the profound knowledge
contained in our scriptures,” he said.

FUTURE OF DEVOTION

As the temple rises higher each day, it stands as a
testament to what faith, vision and determination can
.. — achigve. For Chanchalapathi Dasa and his team, the
) journey is as sacred as the destination. “This temple
is not just a building. It's a symbol of our devotion,
our aspirations, and our commitment to Krishna,”

Building such a massive structure while - he said.
preserving its spiritual authenticity has been 1% i o Set to redefine Vrindavan as a global
no small feat. “The architectural design \ = / spiritual destination, the temple

combines traditional elements with
state-of-the-art technology. This is
a once-in-a-lifetime project, and
we're determined to get it

right,” Dasa remarked.

The project’s scale has ’ .
attracted top talent from 1
around the world, including
architects, engineers and
artisans dedicated to

realising this vision.

While deeply rooted in the
bhaki tradition, the temple

is being built with an

inclusive spirit. “The message
of Krishna consciousness is
universal. Itis not limited to any
one religion or community. It is about
understanding our eternal nature and our
connection to God,” Dasa explained.

He emphasised that the temple is open to people of

all faiths. “We want everyone to feel welcome, to experience the
joy of devotion and the peace it brings.”

Reflecting on the relevance of this project in today’s world, Dasa
said, “Krishna's message is timeless. His teachings on dharma,
devotion and detachment are solutions to the problems we face in
modern life. This temple is an effort to share those teachings with
the world in a way that resonates with them.”

Transforming lives

Beyond its physical structure, the temple is poised to have a
profound social impact. Through educational programs,
healthcare initiatives and community outreach, ISKCON aims to
uplift the lives of people in and around Vrindavan.

“We believe in serving humanity as a service to God. Whether it's
feeding the hungry, educating children, or protecting cows, every
act of service is an offering to Krishna,” Dasa said.

embodies a timeless message in a
modern world: that devotion is
limitless, and so is the potential
. of humanity when guided by
divine purpose.

| i\ Reviving Krishna's spiritual

homeland
In a reflective moment,
Das shared a story that
highlights the profound
vision of Srila Prabhupada,
the founder of the
] International Society for
Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON). "Rupa Goswami
was deep in his scholarly work
% W when Prabhupada sat with a group
of Western disciples, delivering a
class on one of Goswami’s texts. In this
session, Prabhupada expounded on the
concept of Yukta Vairagya—the idea of using material
resources for spiritual purposes. Prabhupada noted that Western
society’s tendency to build towering skyscrapers could be
redirected for spiritual benefit. Rather than constructing buildings
for personal indulgence, he suggested these skyscrapers could be
used to create towering temples for Krishna. These structures,
Prabhupada envisioned, would become spiritual havens,
promoting Krishna consciousness globally."
This vision, rooted in Prabhupada’s teachings, has evolved over
time and is beginning to take shape in projects such as the
Heritage Tower. The tower, set to rise beyond its 70-foot frame, is
designed to be more than just a building. The project includes
biodiversity parks, reflecting Vrindavan’s sacred forests and
Krishna's divine pastimes. According to Das, the Heritage Tower
seeks to recreate the sacred ambiance of Braj—the region where
Krishna spent his youth—integrating nature, spirituality and

palm trees. Yet, the essence of these sacred forests has been
compromised by poverty, invasions, and natural calamities. “The
ambition of the project is not merely to recreate these forests but
to revive them in their original glory,” said Das. “The project plans
to feature dioramas and miniature depictions of Krishna's
pastimes, allowing visitors to experience the stories that unfolded
in these sacred spaces. The aim is to restore their spiritual
essence and offer visitors a deeper connection to Krishna’s 5,000-
year-old heritage.”

Ecological sustainability and spiritual integrity

A core aspect of this project is ecological sustainability. Beyond
the biodiversity parks, the entire design incorporates
environmental consciousness, from renewable energy sources
to a zero-waste approach. The Heritage Tower strives to
balance spirituality with environmental stewardship, offering
spaces where visitors can enjoy nature while learning about
Krishna's teachings.

However, preserving the space’s spiritual integrity amid modern
development is another challenge. Religious sites often become
commercialised tourist attractions, but the mandir intends to
maintain its sanctity as a place of devotion. Das explained, “The
Heritage Tower will feature educational components like the
Bhagavad Gita Expo, which will offer profound spiritual insights
and practical applications for daily life. This balance of education
and entertainment—referred to as ‘edutainment'—aims to engage
visitors on both intellectual and spiritual levels.”

Additionally, an International Youth Center will address
contemporary issues such as loneliness and depression,
particularly among young people in the digital age. By offering
spiritual teachings and life skills training, the center will help
youth navigate personal challenges and foster healthier, more
fuffilling lives.

The Science and Spirituality Expo will further bridge the gap
between reason and faith, presenting scientific perspectives on
spiritual practices to demonstrate that the two can coexist
harmoniously.

Lastly, the project will emphasise the preservation of India’s
cultural heritage through courses in traditional arts and
performances that showcase the region’s rich spiritual traditions.
These cultural initiatives will ensure that the spiritual and artistic
heritage of India is passed on to future generations.

Through these layers of innovation, the Heritage Tower aspires to
be more than just a physical structure—it aims to be a living
space of spirituality, environmental sustainability and cultural
preservation, reviving Krishna's homeland’s spiritual traditions in
the modern world.
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AVOICE FOR YOUTH AND

BALMOOR VENKAT’S JOURNEY FROM

BEING A STRIPLING IN HYDERABAD TO
BECOMING A PROMINENT LEADER IN
TELANGANA POLITICS IS ONE MARKED BY
SEVERAL MILESTONES OF RESILIENCE AND
PASSION. DESPITE PERSONAL HARDSHIPS,
INCLUDING LOSING HIS FATHER AT A YOUNG
AGE, VENKAT PURSUED MEDICINE TO FULFIL
HIS MOTHER’S DREAM BEFORE DISCOVERING
HIS TRUE CALLING IN STUDENT ACTIVISM. IN
A CONVERSATION WITH NAVEENA GHANATE
OF :
HE SHARES HOW HE
ROSE THROUGH THE
RANKS OF

THE NATIONAL
STUDENTS’ UNION
OF INDIA

AGAINST 0DDS TO
BECOME

A STAND-OUT
CHAMPION FOR
YOUTH AND
EDUCATION
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RAPID FIRE

A glimpse
into my world

Hobhies: | play cricket
and am a movie buff

Favourite colour:
White  Favourite
actor: Pawan Kalyan

Favouite movie:
Leaderand Jagadam

Song you listen often:
Ye Mera Jahan from
Khushi

Favourite politician:
Rahul Gandhi
Favourite food: Biryani

Favourite quote:
George Reddy’s
quotation “Jeena Hai
toh marna seekho;
kadam kadam par
ladna seekho”

Happiest moment:
Completing
my medical degree

Saddest moment:
Youth Congress
election struggles

Favourite sports star:
Virat Kohli

ﬁ}eam éstination:
Tadoba wild life
sanctuary

EARLY LIFE AND EDUCATION

| was born and raised in Hyderabad, immersed in its vibrant culture and
dynamic pace of life. My schooling began at Gitanjali High School, where |
studied from LKG to fifth grade, before moving to Brilliant Grammar High
School in Narayanaguda for classes five through ten. Later, | pursued my
first year Intermediate education at Little Flower Junior College, Uppal and
the second year at Narayana College. Fulfilling my mother’s dream, | joined
MBBS in Chalmeda Anand Rao College, securing a seat in management
quota. | lost my father Madan Mohan Rao in an accident when | was in my
sixth class. Yet, his influence during my early years has stayed with me till
today. My mother Padma Rao worked tirelessly as a chemist, running a
medical shop to ensure we had everything we needed. Watching her
resilience taught me the importance of perseverance and sacrifice. Although
| was brought up in the city, my roots lie in Karimnagar, the native place of
my grandparents. My brother Rahul has completed engineering and runs a
business of polymer drums manufacturing unit. | was briefly married but
due to my political career, resulting in cases being filed against me, we have
separated. When we recollect anything from the past, with one good
moment, | have 10 bad moments in my past. | am a fitness freak and used
do workout until a year ago. | am a professional bodybuilder. But after my
rib injury, | stopped. The cops beat me during an agitation and six of my ribs
got fractured. Doctors advised me to take rest for 3 years.

MY MOTHER’S SUPPORT AND HER ONLY RULE

Although my mother’s dream was to see me do medicine, | found my calling
in student activism. Throughout my journey in student politics, my mother
never stopped me from pursuing what | was passionate about. She
understood my drive and the importance | placed on making a difference.
However, she did set one clear rule for me: | should never do anything that
could tarnish the name of our family or society. She would often remind me
that my father never smoked or drank alcohol and she expected me to
uphold the same standards. Her words resonated deeply with me. Even as |
navigated the often-chactic world of politics, | kept her advice close to my
heart. | knew that every action of mine would reflect not just on me but also
on her as my mother. | was always mindful of how society might
perceive her, especially as a single parent who had worked hard to
raise me. This sense of accountability kept me grounded and
ensured that | never crossed any ethical boundaries, no
matter how intense the challenges became. My mother’s
unwavering support and her principles have been a
guiding force throughout my life.

VENTURING INTO STUDENT POLITICS

! My journey began during my Intermediate years
(2009-10) when | joined the National Students’
Union of India (NSUI). There is no such post as

Intermediate college president. But | was deemed
to be Intermediate college president. In 2011, the
Congress was in power in the (erstwhile AP)
state. | became increasingly drawn to its
ideology and its youth organization, NSUI. What
fascinated me most was the democratic
election process within the organization. Unlike
other groups, in which leadership roles were

CONTESTING FOR

YOUTH CONGRESS PRESIDENT POST

|'had contested the Youth Congress elections with a clear vision of
strengthening the party at the grassroots level. Over the past
decade as NSUI state president, | have built strong connections
with the youth of the party, identifying and nurturing loyalists who
shared my commitment to the Congress. | believed that as Youth
Congress president, | could place these dedicated individuals in
positions that would benefit the party, such as securing local body
polls’ tickets and nominations. During the process, | emphasized to
the national leadership, including Rahul Gandhi, that my intention
was not personal ambition but to strengthen the party’s structure.
While others view positions like Youth Congress president as
stepping stones to becoming an MLA or MLC, | saw it as a platform
to ensure Congress’ longevity and stability. | pointed out that if |
were focused on personal gains, | would have confined myself to
one constituency, like some of my colleagues. Despite facing
conspiracies and even opposition from within the party, | remained
committed to ensuring the party’s progress. With 88 cases spread
across 16 districts, | endured challenges that few others in my
position faced. Ultimately, | conveyed my intentions to KC
Venugopal, Rahul Gandhi, and senior leaders like Bhatti Vikramarka,
reaffirming my readiness to work in any capacity for the party’s
growth. Regardless of the outcome, my priority has always been
Congress and its future.

desire to return to Telangana, feeling that my work in my home state was far
from complete. Rahul Gandhi’s guidance and support reaffirmed my
commitment to the Congress party’s vision. Eventually, | resigned as NSUI
national secretary to refocus on my responsibilities in Telangana. In fact, they
had made NSUI state presidents of Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Uttar
Pradesh and me from Telangana as national secretary. Those of Chhattisgarh

handed out by senior and Madhya Pradesh also
leaders, NSUI required resigned just like me. While
candidates to contest states like Madhya Pradesh
elections ar]d secure and Chhattisgarh avoided
membership support elections by directly
—— from colleges. This appointing state presidents,
participatory structure Telangana held a full-scale

was new to me and

wion I; election because of Captain
deeply inspiring. Initially, | | Uttam Kumar Reddy and his

! er_mouraged two of my y < obligations. | contested for
friends to contest for s the presidency across 33
leadership rqlesl in the l | districts and emerged
Hyderabad district. ko e victorious in 29 of them. My

However, they weren't as
enthusiastic about politics and questioned why
| wasn't contesting myself. Their response
,  Made me realize that perhaps | was the one
- who truly wanted to take the plunge. My
social circle was large, and | was actively
involved in various student issues, which
gave me the confidence to step forward.

panel secured a resounding
victory, with the highest margin in the country—3,400 votes against my
opponent’s 1,200. Despite this success, my journey wasn't without hurdles.
My results were initially put on hold due to allegations that | wasn't a regular
medical student. This claim led to 4-5 months of scrutiny and cross-
verification, delaying the official declaration. However, truth prevailed and my
dedication to the role was recognized.

F .

position myself.

FREEDOM AND
OPPORTUNITIES IN NSUI

What drew me to NSUI was the freedom it offered.
Unlike other organizations and youth wings of parties like
Bharat Rashtra Samithi, NSUI didn’t impose restrictions or autocratic
practices. Even as a state president, | had the liberty to question the
Congress party itself—a privilege explicitly mentioned in the
organization’s framework. This openness resonated with me, especially
as a young leader eager to make a difference. Initially, it wasn't about
ideology for me. It was about creating a space where | could act
independently, address real issues, and bring about meaningful change.
By April 15, 2015, | was elected as the first NSUI state president after
Telangana’s formation. Representing 10 districts, my role allowed me to
work on a larger scale, connecting with students and addressing their
concerns. My journey with NSUI spanned nearly a decade, marking a
critical phase in my political career.

THE SHIFT TO NATIONAL SECRETARY

In 2018, | was ‘promoted’ to the position of NSUI national secretary -- a
move | initially saw as a demotion.

Certain political dynamics in Telangana )

led to my transfer to Delhi. Some i !
leaders believed my presence in
Telangana might disrupt their plans; so, = ——
| was strategically moved. While | &
accepted the position, | remained
determined to serve my state. After
taking up the role, | had the opportunity
to meet Rahul Gandhi. During our
interaction, |
expressed
my

political career in NSUI, | have
felt the pressure of being a new
entrant and the weight of
expectations. This was especially
evident during my first tenure as
NSUI state president. The work |
accomplished during that period
was immense—| conducted
Padayatras, Bus Yatras, and Campus
Chalo Yatras, travelling across the state four

times within my first four years. | visited every

Assembly constituency, raising student and youth issues and addressing
grassroots concerns. However, the COVID-19 pandemic brought significant
challenges. While most people stayed indoors, | took the initiative to fight
for students’ and youth rights through digital platforms. | conducted
YouTube live sessions, filed legal petitions, and used social media to
amplify critical issues. To date, | have filed 54 writ petitions and PILs in~~
the High Court, highlighting my commitment to advocacy even during
unprecedented times.

THE NINE-YEAR MBBS JOURNEY

Balancing my responsibilities in NSUI with my education was no easy task.

Contesting for the post of district president FIGHTING FOR
| wasnt easy. There were ideological debates
' and even confrontations with others wing for ~ STUDENTS’ ISSUES
l . 1 / leadership roles. | decided to run for the From the beginning of my

politics often took precedence over academics. | missed exams frequently,

completing my course in 2018. Even after finishing the academic portion of
my MBBS, | couldn't declare myself a doctor immediately, as | hadn't
completed my mandatory internship. During the by-election, this became a
point of contention. | couldn’t include my MBBS qualification in my
affidavit and had to list my highest completed qualification as
Intermediate. It wasn't until 2020, after attending college three
days a week to meet the biometric requirements, that |

finished my internship and officially became a doctor. |
fuffilled my mother's long-

YOUNGEST MLC

I've always believed that until the age of 30 or 35, we can fight
on the field with full energy and aggression. Beyond that, the role transitions to
guiding and strategizing. With this mindset, | aspired to work at the national level to help the Congress
party form a government in Delhi. | was one of the top three contenders for the position of NSUI national president and even
had an interview with Rahul Gandhi for the role. However, Rahulji said they were seeking someone under 30, and | had just
crossed that mark by two months. During this time, | expressed my desire to be placed where | could continue fighting against the
ruling party. | rejected suggestions of roles like chairman positions in corporations, as | felt they lacked meaningful work. | wanted to
enter the legislature and work in the Assembly, but many senior leaders were vying for MLC roles, and my aspirations seemed far-
fetched. Despite this, Rahul Gandhi, KC Venugopal, and other leaders recognized my efforts and nominated me as an MLC, making
me the youngest MLC in Indian political history at 30 years and 10 months. It was a proud moment, especially since the youngest
MLC in Gujarat was 33. Walking into the Legislative Council for the first time was daunting. | felt the weight of responsibility, knowing
any mistake could lead to criticism of my maturity or capability. In my first session, | remained quiet, observing and learning the
proceedings. Learning quickly is one of my strengths, and | soon grasped how to question policies effectively and what issues could or
couldn't be raised. Senior leaders like Jegvan Reddy were instrumental in guiding me through this process.

Completing my MBBS degree, supposed to take six years, ended up being a
ning-year journey. By 2016, | should have graduated, but my involvement in

postponing them to the following year. Despite the delays, | persisted, finally
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cherished dream. While | have no plans to pursue a super-specialty degree, |
carry the satisfaction of honoruing her wishes and balancing the demands of
both my political and academic journeys.

HIGHEST NUMBER OF CASES IN THE STATE

| believe | hold the record for

the highest number of cases o
in the state. My first FIR was =
registered on August 22,
2015, during a national call
for a farmers’ protest. Danam
Nagender, the then-Congress
in-charge, tasked me with
blocking buses, specifically at
the Secunderabad Bus Depot,
one of the largest in the state. That day, | was new to large-scale agitations
and didn’t know how to handle the chaos that followed. While organizing the
boycott, the situation escalated. Some people began pelting stones at buses,
and all those actions were attributed to me as | was leading the protest. On that
single day, eight FIRS were registered against me. It was a daunting experience,
and | didn’t know how to navigate such legal battles.Initially, the idea of even
one FIR was terrifying. However, as the cases piled up, | gradually grew
accustomed to the legal challenges. This became so frequent that my meetings
and discussions would sometimes take place at the police station itself. My
supporters and visitors knew that finding me at the police station was as likely
as meeting me anywhere else. Till date, | have faced 84 cases, with some still
pending resolution. Slowly but surely, the fear turned into a sense of purpose.
My first arrest and remand came after the first wave of COVID-19. On social
media, | openly challenged (former chief minister K Chandrasekhar Reddy) KCR
and declared that | would come to Pragati Bhavan, climb the gates, and protest
against the government's inaction. True to my word, | jumped the gates of
Pragati Bhavan during an agitation, leading to my arrest along with 36 others.
We were remanded and spent two days in jail during the pandemic. By that
time, | already had around 20 cases against me and had come to terms with the
fact that fighting for change requires resilience and courage.

INFLUENCE OF CONGRESS IDEOLOGY

My entry into politics was driven purely by passion. Initially, | was deeply
interested in student politics, but my perspective broadened after an
unforgettable interaction with Rahul Gandhi in 2018. What was supposed to be
a brief 15-minute meeting turned into a 4-hour-long conversation. It was during
this interaction that | began to understand the larger vision of the Congress
party and the depth of its ideology.
Adding to this influence was my familial
connection to T Purushotham Rao, a
stalwart of the Congress party and a key
figure in the Telangana agitation of 1962.
Athreg-time MLA from Telangana Praja
Samithi, he was married to my
grandmother’s first cousin. He explained
how the party works. Growing up in
Hyderabad, | was largely unaware of
caste divisions or regional differences.
However, my grandfather helped me
understand how Congress embodies this
very spirit of inclusivity and unity. He explained that while Hyderabad thrives on
these ideals, rural areas and districts often grapple with caste-based
distinctions. Coming from the Velama community, which is largely associated
with the BRS (formerly TRS), | have faced suspicion from colleagues and peers.
In megtings, people would look at me with skepticism, wondering if | aligned
more with my community and gave information to BRS than the party. This
perception often left me feeling isolated, and during sensitive or closed-door
discussions, | would voluntarily excuse myself to avoid any misunderstandings.
I've often thought about how different my journey might have been if | had
belonged to a politically influential caste like the Reddys or BGs.

CONTESTING

THE HUZURABAD BY-ELECTION

In 2021, I contested the Huzurabad by-election, a
decision that raised many eyebrows. At just 28 years old,
| stepped into an election that garnered national
attention. Contesting the Huzurabad by-election was a
pivotal moment to prove my loyalty to the Congress party
amidst doubts about my dedication. Despite the high
stakes, and with seasoned leaders avoiding the contest, |
stepped forward at the age of 28, driven by the need to
show my commitment. Winning wasn’t my priority; it was
about demonstrating that | could campaign effectively
and represent the party with courage. Post-election, |
worked tirelessly to strengthen the
Congress in Huzurabad by enrolling
34,000 members, forming
mandal committees, and
building grassroots support.
However, | realized that
focusing solely on one
constituency wouldn’t
help the party’s revival.
My efforts extended
statewide, mobilizing
’ youth and ensuring that
the Congress’ survival in
Telangana became a

/ long-term reality.
/ Revanth Reddy said in
front of media after I lost in
the Huzurabad by election:
“Venkat will become
leader for party and
state”-- a word
given in front of

) state.
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