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Chori chori chupke chupke… cable theft delays Metro ops

Pricy tomatoes,
add sharp bite to
veg thali rates 

IndiGo Airlines crashlands as
one of the worst ranked: report

Fadnavis Bhau-kaal
returns to Maharashtra

Doodh mein kitna paani: Court
takes four years to deliver verdictSAUMYA SHUKLA n NEW DELHI

Thousands of Delhi Metro
commuters were in for a

rough ride on Thursday
morning when services on the
busy Blue Line came to a
standstill, due to the theft of
150 metres of signalling cable
between Moti Nagar and Kirti
Nagar stations. For nearly six
hours, the Blue Line, an
arterial route that connects
Dwarka to Vaishali and Noida
City Centre, witnessed
frustration, delays, and
overcrowded platforms,
throwing off schedules for
office-goers and daily
passengers alike.
As commuters scrambled to
adjust, the theft sparked a
wave of reactions, including a
sharp critique from former
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal, who questioned the
city’s safety under the Union
Home Ministry’s watch.
“Nothing is safe in the
national capital. Amit Shah ji,
what is happening in Delhi?
The cable of the Delhi Metro
has been stolen. Nothing is

safe,” he said.
At 8 am, the Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC)
informed commuters about
the incident and later updated
that normal services had
resumed from 1.38 pm. The
line services key areas such as
Rajiv Chowk, Yamuna Bank,
Mayur Vihar Phase 1, Noida
Sector 16, and Noida Sector
18, where many offices are
located. With the delay
coinciding with morning
office hours, passengers faced
inconvenience, particularly
those commuting to work in

areas served by the Blue Line.
In a statement, the Delhi
Metro said that 20
maintenance personnel
restored the vital section of
the Blue Line in a record time
of 30 minutes. “A specialised
team of 20 personnel was
formed and deployed at the
affected area at 1 pm to carry
out the repair work. A total of
140 metres of cable had been
damaged, and these
personnel executed the
restoration work in a record
time of just over 30 minutes.
Eventually, normal services

were restored on the Blue
Line at 1.38 pm,” DMRC’s
Principal Executive Director
Anuj Dayal said.
Initially, a decision had been
made to carry out the repair
work at night after the end of
passenger services. However,
considering the convenience
of passengers, particularly
during the evening peak
hours, a quick decision was
taken to attempt the
restoration during the
afternoon non-peak hours,
Dayal said.
While the repair work was
being carried out on the up
line (towards Dwarka), train
services continued on the
down line, ensuring both
directions of travel were
operational, he explained.
Earlier, the DMRC had stated
that train services on the Blue
Line were regulated from the
morning due to what
appeared to be a case of theft
and damage to the signalling
cables by miscreants between
Moti Nagar and Kirti Nagar
stations.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

Avegetarian thali’s price
increased seven per cent,

to Rs 32.7, primarily due to a
35 per cent jump in tomato
prices to Rs 53 per kg and 50
per cent increase in potato at
Rs 37 per kg. A non-
vegetarian thali cost inched
up 2 per cent to Rs 61.5 in
November due to a three  per
cent increase in the cost of
broilers, which have a 50 per
cent weightage in
computation.  A veg thali
comprises roti, vegetables,
onion, tomato and
potato,along with rice, dal,
curd and salad. A non-veg
thali has the same elements
except for dal, which is
replaced by broiler chicken.  
According to a CRISIL Roti
Rice Rate (RRR) report for
November, the price of
potato increased 50 per cent
on-year on a low base to Rs
37 per kg from Rs 25 per kg
in November 2023 due to a
20 per cent on-year decline
in arrivals amid low yield
following late blight
infestation in Punjab, Uttar
Pradesh and Gujarat. Price of
tomato increased 35 per cent
on-year to Rs 53 per kg from
Rs 40 per kg in November
2023.
Additionally, prices of pulses
rose 10 per cent, it said,
adding that they will decline
with fresh arrivals in
December, while import duty
hike led to a 13 per cent
increase in vegetable oil
prices.Prices are expected to
dip once fresh arrivals begin
in December. “Adding to the
cost, vegetable oil prices rose
13 per cent on-year due to
import duty hike, coupled
with the festive and wedding
season demand,” Crisil
stated.

BISWAJEET BANERJEE n
LUCKNOW

In a rare development, the
Additional Chief Judicial

Magistrate-I has delivered
judgments in four-decades-
old cases of food adulteration
involving low-fat content in
milk and substandard sugar.
The verdicts, pronounced in
the last week of November,
imposed fines and symbolic
imprisonment on the
accused, marking the
conclusion of cases filed
under the Prevention of Food
Adulteration Act, 1954 (PFA
Act 1954).
Moti Lal, a milk vendor from
Allunagar Diguriya, was
penalised 42 years after being
found guilty of selling milk
with fat content below the
permissible standard. On
October 24, 1982, the Food
Safety and Drug
Administration (FSDA)
collected a sample of milk
from him, which failed the fat

content test. The court fined
him Rs 3,000 and sentenced
him to remain in court
custody until the court
adjourned for the day.
Similarly, Ram Lal, a milk
vendor from Indiranagar, was
found guilty of selling
adulterated milk with 30%
less fat. His sample was taken
by the FSDA on June 22, 1988,
at Wireless Square. The court
imposed the same

punishment on him as Moti
Lal. 
In a third case, Keshav, the
owner of a dairy in
Semrapreetpur, Gosainganj,
was also convicted for milk
adulteration. A sample
collected from his dairy
revealed 22% less fat than the
prescribed standard. He was
fined Rs 3,000 and given a
similar symbolic sentence.
Reacting to the verdict, an
FSDA official said, “This
judgment, though delayed,
reiterates the importance of
food safety laws. Adulteration
in essential commodities like
milk affects the health of
countless individuals,
especially children.”
The court also resolved a 21-
year-old case involving
adulterated sugar. On
September 8, 2003, FSDA
officials collected a sample
from the shop of Suresh
Chandra Gupta, a resident of
Bakshi Ka Talab (BKT). 

BLUE SKY, BRIGHT SUN, GRAP IV REVOKED

People neither have respect nor fear of the law: Gadkari

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday relaxed curbs
in Delhi-NCR under the

Graded Response Action Plan
(GRAP) stage III and IV
measures imposed in Delhi
following the improved Air
Quality Index (AQI). The SC
advised the CAQM to also
consider adding certain
measures under GRAP-Stage
III. If the AQI crosses 350,
GRAP-III should be imposed
and if it crosses 400, GRAP-IV
must be imposed, the SC said.
Following this, the
Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM)
revoked restrictions under
Stage-III and Stage IV  of
GRAP in the entire NCR,
with immediate effect. The
restrictions have been
reduced to Stage 2 of the
GRAP which involves less
stringent curbs such as a ban
on the use of coal and
firewood in industries and
commercial establishments,
including eateries.
This means people using BS-3
petrol and BS-4 diesel
vehicles can ply their on the
road in the National Capital
region. Under GRAP III and
IV, diesel-powered medium
and heavy goods vehicles (BS-
IV or lower) are prohibited,
except for essential services
while non-essential light
commercial vehicles from
outside Delhi were also
restricted under GRAP stages
3 and 4. All construction and
demolition activities,
including public
infrastructure projects like
highways, flyovers, and
pipelines, were also banned.
“The Sub-Committee,
accordingly, has decided to

revoke Stage-IV and Stage-III
of GRAP in the entire NCR,
with immediate effect. GRAP
Stages II and I, to however,
remain in-force in the entire
NCR,” CAQM said in a post
on X.  The ban of BS-3 and
BS-4 vehicles was
implemented on November
15 when the CAQM decided
to escalate GRAP measures to
stage III. According to
CAQM, the restrictions under
stage II and I of GRAP will
continue.
“Actions under Stage-l & ll of
the GRAP shall however
remain invoked and be
implemented, monitored and
reviewed by all the agencies
concerned in the entire NCR
to ensure that the AQI levels
do not slip further. All
implementing agencies shall
keep strict vigil and especially
intensify measures under

Stage-I & II of GRAP.
Construction & Demolition
project sites and industrial
units which have been issued
specific closure orders on
account of violations/ non-
compliances of various
statutory directions, rules,
guidelines etc. under no
circumstances shall resume
their operations without any
specific order to this effect
from the Commission”.
“The Sub-Committee, shall
be keeping a close watch on
the air quality scenario and
review the situation from
time to time for further
appropriate decision
depending upon the Air
Quality in Delhi and forecast
made by IMI)/IITM,” it said.
The overall Air Quality Index
(AQI) recorded in Delhi was
165, categorised as ‘moderate’
, the cleanest air day of

December so far. The
improvement began on
Wednesday afternoon, with
AQI levels falling from 211 in
the morning to 178 by the
evening. Of the 38
monitoring stations that
recorded air quality data, only
six stations reported levels in
the poor category. It marks a
significant improvement as
on Tuesday, the AQI was
recorded in the “poor”
category with a reading of
268, compared to 280 on
Monday and 285 on Sunday.
For the month of 
December, the city has not
seen such clean air since
December 14, 2022, when the
AQI was 163.
Under GRAP-II, the
restriction  will continue
which include ban on diesel
generators across all sectors,
including industrial,

commercial, and residential
areas, increased mechanical
or vacuum sweeping and
water sprinkling on identified
roads, especially in high-
traffic areas and pollution
hotspots, use of dust
suppressants every alternate
day during non-peak hours,
along with proper disposal of
collected dust, intensified
inspections at construction
and demolition sites to
enforce dust control measures
and specific actions to focus
on pollution hotspots
throughout the city.
Earlier, a Bench of Justices
Abhay S Oka and Augustine
George Masih allowed the
authorities to go down from
Stage IV of Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP) to Stage
II.  However, the Court also
asked the CAQM to put in
place additional measures
from Stage III. “We have
perused the figures of AQI
from Nov 18- Dec 4. Up to
Nov 30, it was consistently
above 300 and it is only
during last four days that the
levels came down below 300.
It is true that at some stage the
court will have to leave to the
Commission to decide about
GRAP applicability.
Considering the data placed
before us, we do not think
that it will be appropriate at
this stage to allow the
Commission to go below
Stage-II,” the SC said.
The SC further clarified that
when the Air Quality Index
(AQI) goes above 350, Stage
III will have to be
immediately implemented as
a precautionary measure. “If
AQI crosses 400 on a given
day, Stage 4 to be
reintroduced,” it ordered.

T N RAGHUNATHA n MUMBAI

Twelve days after the
MahaYuti returned to

power in the state in a
spectacular manner, Bharatiya
Janata Party’s (BJP) Devendra
Fadnavis was sworn in as the
31st Chief Minister of
Maharashtra at a grand
ceremony held in the presence
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at the historic Azad
Maidan in south Mumbai on
Thursday evening.    
Eknath Shinde of the Shiv
Sena (ES) and Ajit Pawar of
the Nationalist Congress Party
(AP) were sworn into office as
the Deputy CMs in the BJP-
led MahaYuti government in
the state, at a ceremony
attended by Union Ministers,
CMs of several states,
corporate bigwigs, film and
sports stars, and leading
personalities from different
walks of life. Maharashtra

Governor CP Radhakrishnan
administered the oath of
office and secrecy to CM
Devendra Fadnavis, Dy. CMs
Shinde and Ajit Pawar at the
ceremony.
A six-time MLA from Nagpur
South-West constituency, 54-
year-old Fadnavis has taken
over as the CM for a third
term. Shinde (60), a five-time
MLA from Thane’s Kopri-
Pachpakadi who has assumed
charge as the deputy chief
minister, was earlier the chief
minister in the MahaYuti
Government. In a record of
sorts, Ajit Pawar (65), an
eight-time MLA from
Baramati, has become the Dy.
CM for the sixth term.  
Given that the three
constituents of the MahaYuti,
BJP, Eknath Shinde-led Shiv
Sena and Ajit Pawar-led NCP,
have not yet formalised the
nitty-gritties of the new
government, the oath-taking

ceremony was restricted t0 the
swearing-in of Fadnavis,
Shinde and Pawar. Talking to
media persons after taking
over as the CM, Fadnavis said
that he would expand the State
Cabinet before the Winter
Session of the Maharashtra
Legislature scheduled to begin
towards the end of this month.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

Union Transport Minister
Nitin Gadkari on

Thursday said despite the
Government’s continuous
efforts to reduce deaths in
road accidents, the casualties
have been on the rise as
people neither have respect
nor fear of the law.
Responding during Question
Hour in the Lok Sabha,
Gadkari said he himself has
been a victim of a road
accident and is sensitive about
the issue.
The minister said there are
four factors which can help
reduce road accidents, road
engineering, automobile
engineering, enforcement of
law and education of people.
“Biggest problem of the
society is neither they have
respect for the law, nor they
have fear of law. There are
problems like people don’t
stop on red signal, don’t wear
helmets… 30,000 people die
only because they aren’t
wearing helmets. I have been
a victim myself, my leg has
been broken at four places in
an accident when I was
Leader of Opposition in
Maharashtra and I am

continuously sensitive about
it.
“I have no hesitation in
accepting this but distressed
that despite trying hard there
have been 1.68 lakh road
accident deaths this year. A
large number of these deaths
are because there has not been
strict implementation of rule
of roads… Without
cooperation from public
representatives, media or
society, this is not possible.
We have increased fines too
but people don’t follow rules,”
he said. Gadkari said a car
jumped the traffic signal in
front of him on Wednesday.

The Minister urged the
Speaker to keep a separate
discussion on this issue and
asserted that the government
is committed to improving
the situation.
“The problem also is that
there are some black spots
and the government has
already decided to spend
40,000 crores on blackspots.
As per mistakes identified in
the detailed project report,
blackspots are there, and we
are very much committed for
that,” he said.
Replying to another question,
the minister said four
contractors have been held

responsible for deficiencies
detected in the construction
of the Delhi-Mumbai
Expressway and strict action
will be taken against them.
After taking note of the
matter, experts from IIT
Kharagpur and Gandhinagar
inspected the expressway and
found deficiencies in its
construction.
“We have issued notices to
four contractors and will
blacklist them. Strict action
will be taken. Action will also
be taken against concerned
officials,” the transport
minister said during Question
Hour in the Lok Sabha. “After
noting deficiencies, we had
roped in experts from IIT
Kharagpur and IIT
Gandhinagar. Initial findings
of the report show there are
deficiencies in the
construction,” Gadkari said.
He said the Delhi-Mumbai
Expressway is the country’s
longest such road and was
constructed in the shortest
time. “The expressway was
constructed at a cost of Rs 1
lakh crore. It has reduced the
distance between Delhi and
Mumbai by 200 km. The
travel time between the two
cities has now reduced to 12
hours,” he said.

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

India’s largest air transporter, IndiGo
Airlines, has fared poorly in an annual

ranking of international airlines and airports
released by AirHelp. As per the reports based
on air users feedback, Indigo has been ranked
at 103rd out of 109 airlines, making it one of
the worst performers. Sooner the rankings
surfaced the airliner faced a heavy backlash on
social media with netizens reminiscing about
their experiences with many of them cast
aspersions on behaviour of crew and ground
staff as well questioning the quality of meals
served on board. 
Tata’s Air India fares slightly better, standing at
61st with a 4.1/10 score for claim handling. At
the top of the list, Brussels Airlines has been
named the best airline, followed by Qatar
Airways. India’s largest domestic carrier, rated
4.80/10. The low rating is attributed to
underwhelming customer satisfaction and
poor handling of flight disruption claims. 
The rankings for airlines are based on three
criteria, on-time performance, customer
opinion, and processing of compensation
claims. According to AirHelp, the three
criteria contribute to the airline’s score in equal
measure, or 33.33 per cent each.The analysis
covers data from January to October,
incorporating on-time performance, customer
claims processing, and feedback from
passengers across 54 countries on food,
comfort, and service.
The report analyses key performance indicators

including flight punctuality, customer service
responsiveness, and claim resolution efficiency.
Researchers collected data on how airlines
handle flight disruptions, manage
compensation claims, and deliver consistent
service across international routes.The analysis
considers not just operational efficiency, but
also the human experience of air travel,
including factors like crew service quality, meal
offerings, and passenger comfort.
Responding to the ranking, IndiGo criticised
the methodology, saying the survey does not
disclose the sample size from India, “casting
doubt on the survey’s credibility.” In its
statement, IndiGo pointed out that the survey
did not disclose the sample size from India or
consider the methodology and compensation
guidelines followed by the global aviation
industry, “casting a doubt on its credibility”.
The airline emphasised its strong track record,
noting that it consistently scores high on
punctuality and has the lowest customer
complaint ratio among airlines of similar size
and operational scale.

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari speaks in the Rajya Sabha during the Winter session
of Parliament File photo: PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi  and Maharashtra Governor CP Radhakrishnan with the newly-sworn Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis and Deputy Chief Ministers Eknath Shinde and Ajit Pawar PTI

Photo: Ranjan Dimri/The Pioneer
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11 MLAs MINISTERS TAKE
OATH IN JHARKHAND

Six new faces and two women are
among 11 MLAs who took oath as
ministers in the Hemant Soren
government in Jharkhand on
Thursday. Of the 11 legislators
who were sworn in as ministers,
six are from the JMM and four
from the Congress. Governor
Santosh Kumar Gangwar
administered the oath to the
ministers at Ashok Udyan of the
Raj Bhavan.



PNS n NAINITAL

Ordering that the use of
heavy machinery for

mining on riverbeds is
banned, the Uttarakhand
High Court has directed that
such work should be done
manually. The court also
directed the State government
to submit its reply within four
weeks.

The division bench of acting
chief justice Manoj Kumar

Tiwari and justice Vivek
Bharti Sharma issued this
direction while hearing a pub-
lic interest litigation chal-
lenging the permission grant-
ed by the State government on
use of heavy machinery for
mining in the Suswa and
another river in the Doiwala
area of Dehradun.

According to the case
details, Dehradun resident
Virendra Kumar had filed the
PIL in the HC stating that the
State government had grant-
ed permission for the use of
heavy machinery for mining
in the Suswa and another
river in the Doiwala area of
Dehradun district.

The petitioner stated
that the use of heavy
machinery for mining has
resulted in lowering the level
of water in the river. In
addition to this, his arable
land is also getting affected.
He is unable to get water
even for irrigation.

Apart from this, the
petitioner contended that
the use of heavy machinery
for mining is rendering the
local people without work.

Earlier, the locals used
to get work mining on the
riverbed but they have been
rendered jobless since the
government granted per-
mission for the use of heavy
machinery for mining work,
the petitioner stated.

The PIL requests the
court to impose a
ban on the use of
heavy machinery
for mining in
addition to mea-
sures for protect-
ing his arable
land and accord-
ing priority to the
local residents
instead of
machinery in
mining work.

The counsel
representing the
government stat-
ed that consider-
able quantities of
silt, debris and
boulders end up
in the river dur-
ing the monsoon.

This results
in altering the
course of the
river. Machiners
instead of man-
power are needed
for the task of
clearing the
channel of the
r i v e r .
Considering this,

the government had granted
permission for the use of

machines in public inter-

est to maintain the unre-
stricted flow of the river, the
government counsel said.
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HC prohibits use of heavy
machinery for riverbed mining

Two brothers die
after tractor hits
motorcycle in
Bazpur
PNS n LALKUAN

With there being no respite
from fatal road mishaps

in various parts of the State,
two brothers died in the latest
accident in the Bazpur area of
Udham Singh Nagar district
on Thursday.  The two broth-
ers died when their motorcy-
cle was hit by a tractor on
Malaria Road in Bazpur early
on Thursday morning. The
tractor driver has been
absconding since the mishap.
According to information
received, brothers Mohammed
Iliyas (28) and Farid Ahmed
(23) were riding on a motor-
cycle to Sita Colony when
their motorcycle was hit by a
tractor. The duo sustained
serious injuries in the mishap.
The tractor driver escaped
from the scene of the mishap
even as bystanders gathered to
check the situation.  The police
reached the site on bring
informed and sent the two
injured men to the sub district
hospital. The two were
declared dead by the doctors
in the hospital. The police are
investigating the case and
searching for the absconding
tractor driver.



PNS n DEHRADUN

The weather is expected to
take a turn in the State on

the weekend. Light rain and
snowfall are forecast in the State
on December 8 and 9, accord-
ing to the India Meteorological
Department (IMD). 

Further, the maximum and
minimum temperatures are

likely to gradually decrease by
two to four degrees Celsius
during the next three to four
days in the State.

According to the State
Meteorological Centre director
Bikram Singh, light to very
light rain is forecast on
December 8 and 9 in some
parts of all the districts.

Apart from this, snowfall
is likely to occur at isolated
places situated at altitudes of
2,500 metres and above on
December 8 and 9 in the State.
The weather is expected to

return to dry on the following
days.

For Friday the meteoro-
logical centre has forecast that
dry weather is likely to prevail
in all districts of the State.

The provisional State cap-
ital Dehradun is forecast to wit-
ness a mainly clear sky with
mist likely to occur during the
morning hours.

The maximum and mini-
mum temperatures are likely to
be about 25 degrees Celsius and

eight degrees Celsius respec-
tively in Dehradun today.

The maximum and mini-
mum temperatures recorded in
various parts of the State on
Thursday were 25.2 degrees
Celsius and 8.3 degrees Celsius
respectively in Dehradun, 23.6
degrees Celsius and 5.2 degrees
Celsius in Pantnagar, 20.3
degrees Celsius and 5.9 degrees
Celsius in Mukteshwar and
18.6 degrees Celsius and six
degrees Celsius in New Tehri.

While the maximum was two
degree above normal in
Dehradun, the minimum tem-
perature was normal.

The maximum was a
degree below
normal while
the minimum
was two
degrees below
normal in
P a n t n a g a r .
Similarly, the
maximum was
four degrees
above normal
with the mini-
mum being a
degree above
normal in
Mukteshwar
whereas both
the maximum
and minimum
temperatures
were normal in
New Tehri.

PNS n DEHRADUN

Sports minister Rekha
Arya met Union

Minister for Youth Affairs
and Sports Mansukh
Mandaviya in Delhi late on
Wednesday to discuss the
upcoming National Games
and related preparations.
During the meeting, Arya
expressed her gratitude to
the Union minister for
entrusting Uttarakhand
with the responsibility of
hosting the 38th National
Games and thanked him
for his continued guid-
ance in ensuring the event’s
success. One of the key
highlights of the meeting
was Arya’s proposal to
include seven traditional
and emerging sports in
the national games sched-
ule. She urged the Union
Minister to consider
adding Yogasana,
Mallakhamb, rafting, pow-
erlifting, speed climbing,
Karate and Lagori to the

roster of events. Arya
underscored the cultural

and sporting significance
of these games in
Uttarakhand, noting that
their inclusion will
enhance the diversity of
the National Games while
also promoting these
sports at a national level.
She further detailed the
state’s preparations for
these sports and their
growing popularity among
local athletes and enthusi-
asts. Responding to Arya’s

request, Mandaviya
acknowledged the senti-

ments of the people of
Uttarakhand and the
importance of these sports
in the State’s heritage. He
assured her that the pro-
posal to expand the list of
events will be seriously
considered. Arya also
made the union minister
aware about various
aspects of organising the
national games and the
State’s readiness and enthu-
siasm for hosting this

event. Arya said that the
State is fully prepared to
deliver a memorable and
well-organised sporting
spectacle.

The 38th National
Games are scheduled to
take place in Uttarakhand
from January 28 to
February
14, 2025.
The State
is keen to
showcase
its organ-
isational
capabili-
ties and
promote
i t s
u n i q u e
cultural
a n d
sporting
heritage
through
t h e s e
g a m e s ,
A r y a
said.
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CANDID NOTES
Gajendra Singh Negi

Fatal STPs

The recent death of two Himalayan bears at Namami Gange
sewage treatment plant (STP) at Gopeshwar in Chamoli

district by electrocution has revived the horrifying memories
of the Chamoli STP catastrophe of July 19 last year when 16
innocent people were electrocuted to death. The incident also
highlighted that the authorities have not learnt any lesson from
the Chamoli electrocution incident and the STPs are contin-
uing to remain a major threat to humans and wild animals. It
is clear that the dangerous concoction of corruption, negligence
and apathy is at the root of the malfunctioning of the STPs of
Namami Gange project. Interestingly, the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) has also expressed its concern on the poor
quality of water being emanated by the STPs and their pol-
luting effect on River Ganga. It is apparent that the Namami
Gange, once considered to be the dream project of PM
Narendra Modi has failed to get desired results even after 10
years of its launch and spending a whopping sum of Rs 40,000
crore.  

Assembly facelift

With multi-crore reconstruction and renovation works
nearing completion, the Vidhan Sabha building locat-

ed in provisional State capital Dehradun is grabbing everyone's
eyeballs. The central hall of the assembly is also undergoing
a facelift with the latest state of the art modern gadgets being
installed on the tables of the legislators. On the entrance of the
house, a glittering wall of valour showcasing the pictures of
statehood movement martyrs is worth watching. However the
pictures of two martyrs of the Khatima firing incident, Saleem
Ahmed and Rampal are conspicuous by their absence. One
hopes that these bravehearts will also find their due place on
the honour roll of the Vidhan Sabha and the swanky new build-
ing will prompt the law makers and the government to improve
their legislative performance and attendance in the house to
effectively put forward the issues of the general public. This,
in turn, is also likely to increase the number of annual sittings
of the Vidhan Sabha of the Himalayan State which inciden-
tally is among the lowest in the country. 

Misplaced aggression

The unsavoury incident involving the Youth Congress work-
ers and the journalists at police line ground in Dehradun

has once again brought forth the follies of misplaced aggres-
sion and misunderstanding. In the video clips and pictures mak-
ing rounds on the social media platforms, the president of State
Congress Karan Mahara is seen seething in anger and mov-
ing forward menacingly towards the scribes gathered in the
ground to play a cricket match. Though the regret expressed
by Mahara on the incident has probably closed the chapter of
bad blood between the Congress party and journalists, it has
given a chance to the ruling BJP to browbeat the PCC presi-
dent and it has linked the incident to the frustration of Congress
generated due to loss in the high stake Kedarnath bypoll. Many
sympathisers of the grand old party are pointing out that instead
of engaging in such activities which end up in a volte face for
the party, their young and enthusiastic State president should
use his aggression and energy to attack the ruling BJP and
rebuild the party in the State.

Two sons murder father in
Rudraprayag, attempt to burn body
PNS n DEHRADUN

The police arrested two men
on Thursday on charges of

murdering their father Balveer
Rana in Bedula village of
Rudraprayag district. The offi-
cials informed that crime came
to light on Thursday morning
when the brothers, Amit Rana
and Manish Rana attempted to
cremate the body near a ghat.
According to officials, the two
sons killed their father on
Wednesday night following a
heated argument at their home
in Kalimath Valley's Bedula vil-
lage, under Guptkashi police
station jurisdiction. The broth-
ers reportedly used a heavy
stick to fatally attack their
father. The next morning, they
reportedly carried the body
near the ghat to dispose of it.
The officials said that some vil-
lagers noticed smoke rising
from the cremation site on

Thursday morning and
approached the brothers.
When questioned, the brothers
reacted aggressively, hurling
abuses at the onlookers.
Alarmed, the villagers
informed the police.

However, by the time officers
arrived, the body had already

been almost entirely burnt.
The officials claimed that both
men have confessed to the
crime. They claimed that their

father had been physically abu-
sive toward them during their
childhood, which led to a deep
resentment that eventually cul-
minated in the murder. One of
the accused, Amit, works in
Mumbai and had returned to
the village just three days
before the incident.

The officials said that the
investigation is ongoing and

further action will be taken
accordingly.

Confusion still prevails on dates
of ULB elections in Uttarakhand
PNS n DEHRADUN

Even as both the major polit-
ical parties, the BJP and

Congress have started the
process of selection of candi-
dates, confusion still prevails
over the dates of the elections
of Urban Local Bodies (ULBs)
in the State.

The State government has
given an undertaking in the

Uttarakhand High Court that
the process of ULB elections
will be completed in the State
before December 25 but the
ordinance on the OBC reser-
vation is still pending with the
Raj Bhawan.

After approval of the State
cabinet the government had
sent the ordinances on pro-
tecting the slums and change in
OBC reservation in ULBs to
the Raj Bhawan. The secretariat
of governor has given its
approval to the ordinance on

slums but the OBC reservation
in ULBs ordinance is pending
in the Raj Bhawan. It is learnt
that the Raj Bhawan is pon-
dering over the ordinance since
the issue is pending with the
select committee of the Vidhan
Sabha.

Some experts however
opine that the State govern-
ment can still hold the ULB
election on the basis of an order
of Supreme Court order on sin-

gle member commission for
deciding OBC reservation in
ULBs.

It is worth mentioning
here that during the monsoon
session of Uttarakhand Vidhan
Sabha, the Speaker Ritu
Bhushan Khanduri had sent
the contentious Uttarakhand
(Uttar Pradesh Municipal cor-
poration 1959) Amendment
Bill 2024 to the select com-
mittee of the Assembly. After
some deliberations the select
committee gave its green signal
to the government to decide
OBC reservation on the basis
of the census of 2011.

There are 102 ULBs in the
State and the elections for 99
ULBs (barring Kedarnath,
Badrinath and Gangotri Nagar
Panchayats) will be held. The
term of the ULBs in the State
had ended in December 2023
after which administrators
were appointed in the ULBs.

PNS n DEHRADUN

The Bharatiya Janata Party
has demanded the resig-

nation of Pradesh Congress
Committee president Karan
Mahra following allegations
of an attack on journalists dur-
ing a sports event held at the
Police Line in Dehradun on
Wednesday. The State presi-
dent of BJP Mahendra Bhatt
strongly condemned the inci-
dent, terming it a direct assault
on the freedom of the press,
which he described as democ-
racy’s fourth pillar. He said that
an altercation occurred when
journalists present at the event
reportedly requested the
Congress leaders, including
Mahra, to maintain order. The

situation escalated, allegedly
leading to senior Congress
leaders attacking the journal-
ists. The BJP has attributed the
incident to Congress' frustra-
tion over consecutive electoral
defeats in the State. Bhatt crit-
icised the Congress party,
accusing it of hostility toward
various sections of society,
including the media, in its
desperation.  “After losing in
Kedarnath, Congress seems to
view everyone as its rival.
Attacking the Press, the fourth
pillar of democracy, is an
assault on democracy itself
and is unacceptable,” Bhatt
stated. He called for Mahra to
step down on moral grounds,
emphasising that such actions
undermine the democratic fab-
ric of the nation. He said that

the incident has sparked sig-
nificant outrage, with media
professionals condemning the
behaviour of the party workers.
He urged the Congress party to

introspect and ensure account-
ability, as acts of aggression
against journalists could have
severe implications for democ-
racy.

BJP seeks PCC president's resignation
over alleged attack on journalists

Mahara regrets Youth Cong work-
ers' alteration with journalists
PNS n DEHRADUN

The Pradesh Congress Committee (PCC) president Karan
Mahara has held the Police and administration respon-

sible for Wednesday’s incident involving Youth Congress work-
ers and journalists.  In a statement released on Thursday, the
PCC president termed the Police Lines incident unfortunate.
He said that after detaining the workers of the Youth Congress
and him from the secretariat march the Police took them to
the Police Lines where the cricket match of the journalists
was underway. Mahara said that he and the Youth Congress
workers were unaware about the cricket match and pro-
gramme of the Uttaranchal Press Club. “The police usually
take the detainees of protest to the Police Lines. We were not
aware about the programme of the journalists and probably
the journalists also thought that we had arrived there for some
protest. The entire episode occurred due to some misun-
derstanding,’’ he said. The PCC president also expressed his
regret over the unsavoury incident.

He said that the opposition and the journalists comple-
ment one another and their coordination is important for a
healthy democracy. Mahara said that the police should have
been present with the Congress workers or it should have
made arrangements for detaining the party workers at some
other place.

Rs 15 crore subsidy given by
UPCL on bills of 5 lakh consumers

PNS n DEHRADUN

Following the announcement
of chief minister Pushkar

Singh Dhami on reducing the
electricity bill of poor con-
sumers by half, the
Uttarakhand Power
Corporation Limited (UPCL)
has so far disbursed a subsidy
of Rs 15 crore to more than five
lakh consumers in the State. 

On the occasion of his
birthday in September this
year, the CM had said that the

State government will give 50
per cent subsidy to the con-
sumers using less than 100
units in a month. He said that
in the snow covered areas of
high Himalayan mountain
ranges the consumers using up
to 200 units in a month will get
the benefit of the subsidy. The
consumers having maximum
demand of one Kilowatt are eli-
gible for the subsidy.

The managing director of
UPCL, Anil Kumar said that
the benefit of this subsidy is
being given on the electricity
consumption of consumers
from September 1 this year
through the billing system of
UPCL. At present more than
five lakh consumers have
received subsidies of more
than Rs 15 crore on their elec-
tricity consumption from
September to November, he
said.

MCD fines 76 persons
for littering in river

PNS n DEHRADUN

In an effort to combat pollu-
tion in rivers and streams,

the Municipal Corporation of
Dehradun (MCD) has
launched a special campaign
targeting those who dump
waste irresponsibly. Under this
initiative, the corporation’s
team has issued fines to 76 vio-
lators so far and has been rais-
ing awareness about the harm-
ful effects of such practices.
The deputy municipal com-
missioner Gopal Ram Binwal
said that the sanitation team
imposed a penalty on 76 peo-
ple for dumping garbage in the
Bindal River. Besides this, a
hefty penalty of Rs 50,000 was
also imposed on a person
found disposing of construc-
tion debris into the river. He
stated that the municipal
authorities are actively working
to educate the public about the
impact of waste on water bod-
ies and the environment.

During the monsoon season,
clogged rivers and drains often
result in water spilling into res-
idential areas, causing signifi-
cant inconvenience and dam-
age. Despite previous cam-
paigns and repeated warnings,
the issue of garbage dumping
persists, prompting stricter
enforcement measures. Binwal
stated that all sanitation inspec-
tors and their teams have been
instructed to take continuous
action against those found lit-
tering in public spaces, rivers,
drains or vacant plots. Special
monitoring is being carried out
along the Rispana and Bindal
rivers using CCTV cameras to
catch offenders. The campaign
aims to preserve the integrity
of rivers and create a cleaner
and healthier environment for
all. Regular patrols and public
awareness initiatives will con-
tinue to address the root cause
of the problem and discourage
individuals from polluting nat-
ural water bodies, he said.

Arya meets Union Sports Minister to
discuss National Games preparations

Rain & snowfall forecast in State on Dec 8-9
Temperatures to gradually drop within a week in State

Karan Mahra



PNS n DEHRADUN

The Uttarakhand govern-
ment has decided to make

geo-tagging of all bovines
mandatory to solve the prob-
lem of destitute bovine animals
in the State.

A decision in this regard
was taken in a meeting of the
Uttarakhand Animal Welfare
Board on construction of cow
shelters at the State secretariat
on Tuesday. The chief secretary
Radha Raturi chaired the meet-
ing.  

As per the data of the
board there are 20,887 destitute

bovine animals in the State.
Emphasizing on the use of
modern technology and IT
for long-term solution to the
problem of helpless bovine
animals, the CS said that apart
from mandatory geo-tagging,
the data analysis related to
age, medical and other infor-
mation of each bovine animal
in the app and dashboard will
soon be launched in the State.  

Raturi  directed the secre-
tary Urban Development
department to ensure that all
the municipal bodies review,
monitor and take concrete
steps for sending the destitute

bovine animals found on the
roads in urban areas to the cow
shelters.

She said that in
Uttarakhand, the honorarium
given to those who adopt des-
titute bovine animals is Rs 80
per animal per day which is the
highest compared to other
states in the country. 

In the meeting Raturi
directed the Urban
Development department to
complete the construction
work of 36 cow shelters to be
established in urban areas
soon.

The department has iden-

tified land for 36 cow shelters
in all the districts of the state
and the construction work of
13 shelters is under progress.

The chief secretary direct-
ed the Panchayati Raj depart-
ment to start the construction
work of 26 cow shelters in the

rural areas of the State soon.
For this, an amount of Rs 10
crore has already

been released to the
department through the miss-
ing link scheme, she said.

The department officers
informed that the work of

identification of land for the
cow shelters has been com-
pleted.

She described Gausevak
Yojana as important in the
care of destitute animals and
instructed for its maximum
expansion.

On a stern note, she said
that the operation and main-
tenance of the cow shelters
both under construction and
those already operational
should be monitored.

She said that adequate
arrangements of fodder, straw,

light, medical care, security and
medicines for the cows in the
cow shelters should be ensured.

Secretaries BVRCC
Purushottam, Nitesh Jha,
Chandresh Kumar, V
Shanmugam and others attend-
ed the meeting.
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Surprise inspec-
tion of IGNOU
exams conducted
NAINITAL: The assistant direc-
tor of IGNOU regional office
Dehradun Rajeev Kumar con-
ducted a surprise inspection of the
examinations going on at the
IGNOU Centre of Kumaun
University's DSB campus on
Thursday. During the inspection,
he interacted with IGNOU stu-
dents. He said that 265 students
had taken admission at IGNOU
in DSB campus of Kumaun
University this year.
He further said that IGNOU has
branches in many countries with
more than 300 subjects left for the
students to take. adding that it is
also providing MBA education.
The IGNOU examinations start-
ed on December 2 and will con-
tinue till January 9, 2025 at the
campus and 917 students were
registered.

Dehradun district judge Prem Singh Khimal flags off a van of Uttarakhand State Legal Service Authority to raise public
awareness on legal rights and various government schemes in the district on Thursday .Pioneer photo

U’khand to make geo-tagging of all bovine animals mandatory

16K homes to be built in State for EWS by March
PNS n DEHRADUN

The State government will
build about 16,000 eco-

nomical homes for the eco-
nomically weaker section by
March next year. The
Uttarakhand Avas Evam Vikas
Parishad (UKAVP)

and the Mussoorie
Dehradun Development
Authority (MDDA) are in the
process of constructing these
residential units for families
from the economically weak-
er section of society. According
to the officials, the UKAVP is
working for the first time on its
residential project. The coun-
cil is preparing 15 projects
along with private investors.
These projects will include
12,856 homes while develop-
ment authorities concerned

are building five residential
projects comprising 3,104
homes. The Housing addi-
tional commissioner PC
Dumka said that 1,760 homes
have been built with private
participation and handed over
to the beneficiaries so far. In
addition to this, the allotment
of 14,365 homes has also been
done. The government has set
a target of completing all the
remaining residential projects
by March 2025. According to
officials, the residential project
for EWS involves the private
investor constructing a home
comprising two rooms, a
kitchen and a toilet for Rs six
lakh. Out of this amount, Rs
3.5 lakh is provided under
various schemes of the Central
and State governments. As a
result, the beneficiary can avail
easy home loan to procure the

home for Rs 2.5 lakh. The
entire cost of the land and con-
struction is borne by the pri-
vate investor. The families
without a home and with an
annual income of less than Rs
three lakh will be eligible under
this scheme. Further, the fam-
ily must also be a resident of
the State since before June 15,
2015.

The MDDA is also work-
ing on three housing projects.
These comprise 224 residential
units in Transport Nagar and
240 flats in Tarla Amwala,
which have been built while
240 flats in Dhaulas will be
ready by March 2025. The
MDDA vice chairman
Banshidhar Tiwari informed
that the selection of beneficia-
ries under these projects has
been done in a transparent
manner. 

GBPUAT to hold 117th Kisan
Mela from March 7 to 10

PNS n PANTNAGAR

The GB Pant University of
Agriculture and

Technology (GBPUAT) will
organise the 117th Akhil
Bharatiya Kisan Mela from
March 7 to 10 next year.
Chairing the meeting of the
Kisan Mela advisory board on
Thursday, the university’s vice
chancellor Manmohan Singh
Chauhan said that the Kisan

Mela will be held in a more
attractive format. The univer-
sity’s Extension Education
director Jitendra Kwatra
informed the proposal and
action regarding the Kisan
Mela. The university vice chan-
cellor approved organising the
event from March 7 to 10.
Chauhan further said that the
theme of this Kisan Mela will
be ‘sustainable agriculture
development through the
medium of cooperative farm-
ing’. He also directed the vari-
ous officials and committee
members to ensure that the
necessary measures are taken
to make the event a success.
The organisers will also ensure
the convenience of the farmers
in the Kisan Mela, he added.

Youth carrying
smack held
ALMORA: A joint team of
Kotwali police station and
SOG arrested a youth with
smack worth more than Rs 1.5
lakh from Pandey Khola area.
The accused was identified as
Kamal Joshi (35), resident of
Pandey Khola, Almora dis-
trict.Sharing details, the
Kotwali police said that the
smack seized from Joshi
weighed around 5.31 gram
and its price at the international
market is around Rs 1, 59, 300.
Police further said that the
youth had been booked under
relevant sections of  the
Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act and appropriate
actions were being taken
against him.    

Tehri DM meets officials about
departmental schemes

PNS n NEW TEHRI

The Tehri district magis-
trate Mayur Dixit took

stock of the progress of sever-
al development projects being
implemented at present at a
meeting on Thursday. Officers

of numerous departments like
Rural Development,
Cooperatives), Agriculture,
Animal Husbandry, Panchayati
Raj, Horticulture, Fisheries,
Forest, Minor Irrigation, Rural
Construction, Dairy and
Pharmaceuticals were present.
The DM stressed on inter-
departmental coordination for
swift development of the dis-
trict and gave directive for
holding salary of an official for
negligence in departmental
works. He also directed the dis-
trict development officer to
hold a meeting with BDO for
creating employment under
MNREGA and provide the list
of water conservation works to
DFO Tehri under Jal
Sanrakshan Abhiyan.

Kirby donates equip-
ment to hostel for
unprivileged children
HARIDWAR: Laldhang Kirby,
Building Systems and
Structures Private Limited,
Haridwar, under its corporate
social responsibility (CSR),
handed over mess equipment,
classroom furniture and water
purifier to Netaji Subhash
Chandra Bose Residential
Hostel, Laldhang on
Thursday. Among those pre-

sent on the occasion were the
former State Cabinet Minister
Swami Yatishwaranand and
the district chief education
officer K K Gupta. Besides,
members of the Kirby family
were present.

Kirby set up Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose
Residential Hostel Laldhang.
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
CHANDIGARH/NEW DELHI

A'jatha' of 101 farmers will
embark on a march to

Delhi at one pm Friday from
the Shambhu border in
Haryana-Punjab protest site,
farmer leader Sarwan Singh
Pandher has said.
Ahead of the Punjab farmers'
proposed march to the
national capital on December
6,  the Delhi  Police on
Thursday said they are ready
to deal with any situation at
the Singhu border in the
national capital.  Police offi-
cials, however, said as of now
there is no extra deployment
of security personnel at the
Singhu border with Haryana.
Addressing a press conference
at  Shambhu border on
Thursday, Pandher said, "The
jatha will march towards
Delhi. What the government
will do, it is for them to
think. We will begin our
march towards Delhi at 1 pm
from the Shambhu border."
He said that even now if the

government stops them from
carrying out their march, it
will be a "moral victory" for
them.
"Because their leaders have
been saying if farmers do not
bring tractor trolleys then
there should be no objection,"
he said.
Ambala Police in Haryana
flagged a high alert following
farmers plan of a Delhi march
and sent senior off icers
including Ambala district
police chief to the border to
assess security.
Central paramilitary forces
have also been deployed on
the Haryana side of the bor-
der.      
Ambala had on Wednesday
asked farmers to reconsider
their march and contemplate
any action only after getting
permission from the Delhi
Police.
The administration has
already imposed Section 163
of Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita, restricting assembly
of five or more persons in the
district and issued notices at

the protest site.
"It does not look like a
Punjab-Haryana border, but
an international territory. If
they have their way they will

not allow even a bird to cross
it," Pandher told reporters.
He also said there was no plan
yet of a march from Khanauri
border in Haryana.

"We have no announcement
to march (to Delhi) from
Khanauri  border point,
despite that there is heavy
deployment of police," he

said.
Earlier in the day, Deputy
Inspector General of Police
Mandeep  S ing h  S idhu
(Patiala Range) and Senior
Superintendent of Police
Patiala Nanak Singh met
Pandher and Surjit Singh
Phul at Shambhu border.
Farmers, gathered under the
banner of the Samyukta Kisan
Morcha (non-political) and
the Kisan Mazdoor Morcha,
had earlier announced a foot
march to the national capital
seeking a legal guarantee for
minimum support price of
crops, and over their several
other demands.
Sidhu said the farmer assured
police that they will be peace-
ful and will not take tractor-
trolleys in the march. "They
will go on foot," he said about
the marchers.
Farmers have been camping at
Shambhu and Khanauri bor-
der points between Punjab
and Haryana since February
13 after their march to Delhi
was stopped by security
forces.

Police have also erected a
steel mesh to shield them
from any stone pelt ing.
Ambala administration is yet
to lift the barricading.
On February 21, Shubhkaran
Singh, a farmer from Punjab,
died during a clash at
Khanauri border when pro-
testers tried to march towards
Delhi. Teargas shells were
also lobbed by the security
forces.
Besides the MSP, farmers
are demanding a farm debt
waiver, pension for farmers
and farm labourers, no hike
in electricity tariff, with-
drawal of police cases and
"justice" for the victims of
the 2021 Lakhimpur Kheri
violence.
Reinstatement of the Land
Acquisition Act, 2013, and
compensation to the families
of the farmers, who died dur-
ing a previous agitation in
2020-21, are also two of their
demands.
Ahead of the Punjab farmers'
proposed march to the
national capital on December

6,  the Delhi  Police on
Thursday said they are ready
to deal with any situation at
the Singhu border.   Police
officials, however, said as of
now there is no extra deploy-
ment of security personnel at
the Singhu border.
"We have planned a signifi-
cant deployment at  the
Singhu border on Delhi-
Chandigarh highway ahead of
farmers' march towards the
national capital.  We are
analysing the situation and if
we get any intelligence input
or information about the
movement of farmers, the
decision will be taken accord-
ingly," a senior police officer
said.
"As of now no extra deploy-
ment at the Singhu border has
been made, but we are ready
to tackle any situation," the
officer said.
Presently, the Singhu border
witnesses check posts by the
local police to ensure the
enforcement of GRAP-4 mea-
sures and law and order,
another officer said. 

Farmers’ ‘jatha’ will march to Delhi from Shambhu border on Friday: Pandher

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN n
CHENNAI

It has been eight years since
Jayalal ithaa Jayaram

breathed her last becoming
the second chief minister of
Tamil Nadu to die in office.
The factors that led to the
demise of Jayalalithaa remain
a mystery despite a commis-
sion of inquiry probing the
same for more than five years.
It is not known how many
among the AIADMK leader-
ship are aware of the findings
of the A Arumughaswamy
Commission which submitted
its report in August 2022.
The Pioneer was the first
newspaper in the country to
predict that with the death of
Jayalalithaa, the AIADMK
would become a part of his-
tory. With dozens of leaders
belonging to the Thevar,
Vanniyar and Gaunder com-
munities pulling the party in
different directions,  the
AIADMK, Tamil  Nadu’s
largest political party ended
up in groups, sub-groups
headed by families and local

chieftains. Jayalalithaa who
led the party to impressive
victories in 2011 and 2016
assembly elections and 2014
Lok Sabha polls ensured that
the party reached an unas-
sailable position.
Though there was deteriora-
tion in her health after the
2016 assembly election, nei-
ther her aides or party sub-
ordinates took any interest in
admitting her to a hospital.
She was seen shivering and
struggling to take even a step

during the Independence Day
Flag Hoisting Ceremony at
Fort Saint George (Tamil
Nadu’ seat of power). She
was admitted to a corporate
hospital in Chennai on 22nd
September 2016 where she
passed away around 11.30
pm on  5th December 2016.
O Panneerselvam succeeded
Amma (as Jayalalithaa was
addressed by party cadres
and followers) and he was
ousted within two months
through a palace coup staged

by her close aide V K Sasikala
and her nephews. 
Stage was set in for the swear-
ing in of Sasikala as chief
minister on 14th February
2017. But the Supreme Court
order upholding the
Parappana Agrahara special
court verdict which had sen-
tenced Jayalal ithaa and
Sasikala for four years rigor-
ous imprisonment in a dis-
proportionate asset case.
Since Jayalalithaa was no
more, Sasikala and her two
relatives, who were the co-
accused  had to undergo the
imprisonment.
On the day she was to sworn
in as chief minister, Sasikala’s
cavalcade rushed to the
Bangalore jail and surren-
dered before the IG (prisons).
Before leaving for serving her
jail term, Sasikala had anoint-
ed Edappadi Palaniswamy as
chief minister. But within
months, TTV Dhinakaran,
her nephew who had suc-
cessfully infiltrated into Veda
Nilayam (Jaya’s palatial build-
ing in Poes Garden) launched
his mission to overthrow

Palaniswamy and appoint
himself as chief minister. That
attempt failed and the disin-
tegration of AIADMK com-
menced on the 45th year of its
launching. What Tamil Nadu
saw after Jayalalalithaa’s
demise was the withering
away of the AIADMK while
the DMK became a rallying
point.
Jayalalithaa’s first tenure as
chief minister wad enmeshed
in corruption while her sub-
sequent tenures (2001-2006
and 2011-2016 did not throw
out any corruption charges.
The male chauvinist ic
Dravidian parties could not
digest the fact that a woman
could speak chaste English,
Hindi, Telugu and Kannada.
It was Jayalalithaa who taught
the north Indian politicians
some basic rules of the game.
Brand Amma became a
household name by the time
she was hospitalized. With her
passing away, the second rung
leadership went astray and the
AIADMK is in deep trouble
from which the party is
unlikely to get out. 

TN remembers Amma, but what about her party leaders?
PTI n BHUBANESWAR

Odisha food supplies and
consumer welfare minis-

ter KC Patra on Thursday
blamed the West Bengal gov-
ernment for the ongoing
potato crisis in the state,
accusing it of creating an
artificial scarcity to tarnish
the reputation of the state's
BJP-led government.
"Artificial scarcity was creat-
ed to bring disrepute to the
Odisha government. West
Bengal chief minister recent-
ly stopped supply of potatoes
to Odisha, before agreeing to
resume shipments," he told
reporters. Amidst mounting
criticism for his handling of
the crisis, Patra remarked, "I
don't understand why they
(West Bengal) are doing this.
It's obvious that prices will
rise when there's less supply
in the market."
Asked about the duration of
the crisis, Patra reassured the
public, "As of now, there is
sufficient potato stock in

Odisha, and prices will even-
tually come down on their
own."
However, BJD MLA Goutam
Buddha criticised Patra's
comments, accusing him of
deflecting responsibility.
"The minister is making such
statements to cover up the
government's failure to meet
the potato requirements of the
people. The fact is that peo-
ple are suffering," Buddha
said.
The state has been grappling
with a severe potato shortage
after West Bengal halted

exports on November 28 after
prices in local markets surged
to Rs 35-40 per kg.
As a result, hundreds of
trucks carrying potatoes to
Odisha were turned back at
the border, leading to chaos in
markets and prices soaring to
Rs 60 per kg.
Patra assured that the Odisha
government is prepared to
source potatoes from Uttar
Pradesh and Punjab if West
Bengal halts supply again,
noting that the state heavily
relies on its neighbour for
potato imports.

Odisha Minister blames Bengal
Govt for potato crisis in the State

BISWAJEET
BANERJEE/KAMLESH
SRIVASTAVA n AYODHYA

Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath,

speaking at the inauguration of
the 43rd Ramayana Mela at
Ram Katha Park, drew paral-
lels between the historical
actions of Babur's comman-
ders in Ayodhya and Sambhal
500 years ago and the ongoing
events in Bangladesh. He
stressed that both share a
common intent of division
and cautioned against ignoring
such threats.
“Divisive forces are active
within our society, eroding
social harmony and unity,”
the Chief Minister stated. He

added that those promoting
discord often have properties
abroad and would flee in times
of crisis, leaving others to face
the consequences.
Drawing parallels between the
past and present, Adityanath
remarked, “What a general of
Babur did 500 years ago in
Ayodhya and Sambhal is
reflected in what is happening
in Bangladesh today. The
nature and intent of these
forces are the same.”
In his address he emphasized
the unifying legacy of Lord
Ram and blamed internal divi-
sions for India’s historical sub-
jugation by foreign invaders.
"Had we valued unity and
prevented the strategies of
enemies from sowing social

animosity, India would never
have become a slave nation. A
handful of invaders would
have been crushed by our
brave soldiers. But internal
obstacles allowed these forces
to succeed," said Adityanath.
He added, "Even today, those
who engage in caste-based
politics to destroy the social
fabric are active. The DNA of
such divisive forces remains
unchanged.”
In his address, CM Adityanath
urged the audience to draw
inspiration from Lord Shri
Ram’s ideals and work towards
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision of 'Ek Bharat,
Shreshtha Bharat'. He released
a booklet during the event and
assured full government sup-

port for the Ramayana Mela
Committee’s initiatives, empha-
sizing research on the
Ramayana and the revival of
Ayodhya Dham’s ancient her-
itage.
Highlighting Lord Ram’s con-
tributions to fostering unity,
CM Adityanath lamented that
internal divisions and social
hatred had historically made
India vulnerable to invasions.
He expressed concern that
caste-based politics and other
divisive tactics continue to
weaken the nation.
“Ayodhya has been a beacon of
wisdom and welfare for
humanity for thousands of
years,” he said. “Today,
Ayodhya Dham is emerging as
a global spiritual and cultural

hub, free from hatred and
conflict, offering solutions to
global strife.”
Reflecting on India’s enduring
devotion to Lord Ram, CM
Adityanath mentioned how
Ram Leelas, initiated by
Tulsidas Ji, are performed
across the country. He recalled
the 1990s, when families gath-
ered to watch the Ramayana
serial on Doordarshan, show-
casing the deep cultural con-
nection to Lord Ram.
The Chief Minister also criti-
cized those who lack reverence
for Lord Ram and Janaki, call-
ing them adversaries. He reit-
erated the slogan from the
1990s, “Jo Ram ka nahi, vo kisi
kaam ka nahi” (Those who do
not stand with Ram, stand for

nothing). CM Adityanath
emphasized the relevance of
Lord Ram’s values today,
pointing out how disputes
over property and caste-based
divisions fragment society. He
encouraged emulating Lord
Ram’s relationships, such as his
friendship with Nishadraj,
which revitalized the social
fabric of Chitrakoot.
He recalled how Lord Ram,
despite winning Kishkindha
and Lanka, crowned Sugriv
and Vibhishan as rulers,
underscoring his selflessness
and commitment to unity. As
a tribute, the government has
erected a 56-foot-high statue
in Shringaverpur, symbolizing
Lord Ram’s enduring teach-
ings.

What happened in Ayodhya and Sambhal 500 years ago is happening today in Bangladesh: Yogi

PTI n RANCHI

Six new faces and two women
are among 11 MLAs who

took oath as ministers in the
Hemant Soren government in
Jharkhand on Thursday.
Of the 11 legislators who were
sworn in as ministers, six are
from the JMM and four from
the Congress.
Governor Santosh Kumar
Gangwar administered the
oath to the ministers at Ashok
Udyan of the Raj Bhavan here.
The six JMM legislators, who
took oath as ministers, are
Sudivya Kumar, Deepak Birua,
Ramdas Soren, Chamra Linda,
Yogendra Prasad and Hafijul
Hasan.
Congress MLAs Deepika
Pandey Singh, Shilpi Neha
Tirkey, Irfan Ansari and
Radhakrishna Kishore were
sworn in as ministers, while
RJD's Sanjay Prasad Yadav also
found a berth.
JMM leader Hemant Soren
took oath as the chief minister
on November 28.
Six new faces have been induct-
ed into the Hemant Soren gov-
ernment, while Deepika
Pandey Singh, Irfan Ansari,
Deepak Birua and Ramdas
Soren have got ministerial posi-
tions for the second time and
Hafizul Hasan for the third.

The swearing-in ceremony
began with Stephen Marandi
taking oath as the pro-tem
speaker of the assembly.
Marandi, a senior JMM MLA,
was appointed as pro-tem
Speaker of the assembly after
Hemant Soren took oath as the
chief minister last week.
The CM, soon after the swear-
ing-in ceremony told reporters,
“Now our work will gain
momentum and the govern-
ment will move ahead with full
speed.”
Congress' Shilpi Neha Tirkey
thanked the senior leadership
of the party for giving her the
responsibility.
“It's a big responsibility and I
will try to fulfil it. Whatever
department is given to me, I
will try to do justice with my
work,” she said.

JMM's Sudivya Kumar said, “I
will work for the betterment of
the state and make all efforts to
take all vital development
indices to the top."
The JMM-led alliance, last
month, stormed to power in
Jharkhand for the second time
in a row, securing 56 seats in
the 81-member assembly, while
the BJP-headed NDA man-
aged 24.
The Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD), which emerged as a sur-
prise element in the Jharkhand
assembly elections with its can-
didates winning in four of the
six seats where the party con-
tested, got one ministerial
berth.
In 2019, the RJD managed to
win only the Chatra seat where
Satyanand Bhokta had won.
The JMM got a total of seven

berths, including CM Soren, in
the 12-member cabinet.
The Jharkhand Mukti Morcha
(JMM) contested 43 seats and
won 34, the highest-ever con-
stituencies bagged by the party
in the assembly polls.
The Congress got four minis-
terial berths. The party had
won 16 seats in the assembly
elections, while CPI(ML)
Liberation, which secured two
seats as an ally of the INDIA
bloc, earlier announced that it
would not be a part of the cab-
inet.
The BJP contested 68 seats,
won 21 and emerged as the sec-
ond-largest party in the assem-
bly.
After Soren took oath last
Saturday, it was also decided
that an assembly session would
be held from December 9-12.
Congress' Kishore won the
Chattarpur assembly seat by
defeating BJP's Pushpa Devi by
736 votes while JMM's Birua
registered a thumping victory
from the Chaibasa constituen-
cy over BJP's Geeta Balmuchu
with a margin of 64,835 votes.
JMM's Linda bagged the
Bishunpur seat by a margin of
32,756 votes, defeating BJP
candidate and former Rajya
Sabha MP Samir Oraon, while
RJD's Yadav beat BJP's Amit
Kumar Mandal by a margin of

21,471 votes to win the Godda
assembly seat.
Similarly, JMM's Ramdas Soren
won the Ghatshila seat by
defeating BJP's Babulal Soren,
who is also the son of former
chief minister Champai Soren,
by a margin of 22,446 votes and
Congress' Ansari registered a
victory from the Jamtara
assembly seat by beating BJP
candidate Sita Murmu (Soren)
by 43,676 votes.
JMM's Hasan won the
Madhupur assembly seat by
defeating BJP's Ganga Narayan
Singh by 20,027 votes while
Congress' Deepika Pandey
Singh secured the Mahagama
assembly constituency by beat-
ing BJP's Ashok Kumar by a
margin of 18,645 votes.
While JMM's Yogendra Prasad
won the Gomia assembly seat
by defeating AJSU Party's
Lambodar Mahato by a margin
of 36,093 votes and the party's
Sudivya Kumar won the
Giridih segment, defeating
BJP's Nirbhay Kumar
Shahabadi by a margin of 3,838
votes.
Congress' Shilpi Neha Tirke,y
who is the daughter of former
minister Bandhu Tirkey, regis-
tered a win over BJP's Sunny
Toppo in the Mandar assembly
constituency with a margin of
22,803 votes.

11 MLAs take oath as Jharkhand Ministers
PTI n BHUBANESWAR

President Droupadi Murmu
on Thursday called on agri-

culture scientists to develop
and disseminate technologies
in a timely manner to deal with
natural disasters, adverse effects
of climate change and excessive
exploitation of resources.
The President made the
remarks while addressing the
gathering at the 40th convoca-
tion of Odisha University of
Agricultural and Technology
(OUAT) here.
She also urged the agriculture
scientists to come up with
ideas to protect soil, water and
environment from the adverse
impact of climate change.
“Agriculture is facing new chal-
lenges such as natural disasters,
adverse effects of climate
change, decreasing per capita
farm size, and excessive
exploitation of natural
resources. To deal with these
challenges, our scientists will
have to develop and dissemi-
nate technologies timely. We
have to emphasise on environ-
mental protection, soil health
protection, water and soil con-
servation, and better use of nat-
ural resources,” Murmu said.
She noted that climate change-

related issues such as rising
temperatures and increase in
greenhouse gases are affecting
agricultural production in the
country.
“Agricultural scientists have an
important responsibility to deal
with all such issues,” she said,
adding, excessive use of chem-
ical fertilisers and pesticides has
also emerged as new chal-
lenges for the sector.
“Their (fertiliser and pesti-
cide) effect on soil, water and
the environment are a matter of
concern for all. Young scientists
would find solutions to solve
these problems,” the President
said.
She, however, expressed satis-
faction that over the past

decade, India has achieved
extraordinary success in agri-
cultural production and
exporting farm goods to other
countries.
“This has been possible due to
the guidance of our agricultural
scientists and the tireless hard
work of our farmers,” Murmu
said.
Murmu said India's economy
can be strengthened by the
development of agriculture,
fishery production and live-
stock.
The President also urged the
students to contribute to the
goal of making India a devel-
oped nation by 2047 through
their innovative ideas and ded-
icated actions.

President calls on scientists to deal 
with challenges in agriculture sector



India stands poised on the
brink of a transformative
era, with unprecedented

opportunities for economic
and social progress. Yet, one
critical area remains starkly
underdeveloped: women’s
participation in the work-
force. Despite notable strides
in various sectors, women’s
workforce participation in
India stagnates at a concern-
ing 20 per cent. 
This is not just a social
inequity but a pressing eco-
nomic challenge. The pri-
vate sector, which is experi-
encing rapid growth and evo-
lution, holds immense poten-
tial to address this imbalance.
By integrating sexual and
reproductive health (SRH)
into workplace policies, India
can pave the way for greater
gender parity, enhanced pro-
ductivity, and accelerated eco-
nomic growth.
Women and Workforce-
Bridging the Gap
Women constitute nearly half
the global population, yet
workplaces often fail to
accommodate their needs
adequately. According to the
UNFPA report Advancing
Sexual and Reproductive
Health and Rights in the
Private Sector - The Case for

Action and Accountability in
the Workplace, businesses
must take comprehensive
actions to ensure women’s
well-being in professional
environments. 
SRH as a Catalyst for
Women’s Empowerment
Sexual and reproductive
health (SRH) plays a vital role
in empowering women to
reach their full economic
potential. In India, limited
access to essential services like
reproductive healthcare, fam-
ily planning, and childcare
continues to hinder women’s
workforce participation.
These barriers are com-
pounded by societal norms
that disproportionately bur-
den women with caregiving
responsibilities, making it
challenging to balance per-
sonal and professional lives. 
Elevating the Care Economy

The care economy, encom-
passing both paid and unpaid
caregiving roles, is a corner-
stone of workforce participa-
tion, particularly for women.
Many women are compelled
to leave the workforce or
transition to part-time roles
due to caregiving responsibil-
ities. Affordable childcare,
eldercare, and flexible work
arrangements provided by
businesses can significantly
alleviate these challenges.
Investing in the care econo-
my is more than corporate
social responsibility it is a
sound economic strategy.
When women are supported
in managing their dual roles,
they are more likely to remain
in the workforce, contributing
to economic growth and
workplace inclusivity.
Strengthening Social
Protections Robust social
protections are fundamental
to ensuring women’s eco-
nomic security. Enhancing
maternity benefits, broaden-
ing health insurance coverage,
and providing mental health
support can create a work-
place culture where women
feel valued and supported.
Such measures are crucial to
fostering gender equality and
inclusivity.

Fostering Inclusivity An
inclusive workplace requires
more than offering flexible
hours or equal pay-it
demands a cultural shift.
Companies must actively
combat discrimination and
harassment, creating envi-
ronments where women feel
safe and supported. Initiatives
like vocational training and
entrepreneurship pro-
grammes can also help close
the gender gap.
Creating a Supportive
Ecosystem for SRH
Effective SRH initiatives
require a supportive ecosys-
tem that promotes aware-
ness and access to resources.
This includes regular training,
accessible services, open dia-
logue, and confidential coun-
seling for employees.
Ensuring Accountability
To maximise the impact of
SRH policies, businesses must
establish clear metrics for
monitoring and evaluation.
Regular progress reports pro-
mote transparency and
accountability, building trust
among employees and stake-
holders. 
(The writer is CEO, UpFront,
member of UNFPA’s Coalition
for Reproductive Justice in
Business; views are personal)

Abrief martial law was imposed in South Korea, a country known to have a sta-
ble democracy and prosperity to vie for. The South Korean President Yoon Suk
Yeol took this extreme step to preserve his position amid falling popularity. He

faces the toughest challenge of his presidency after a controversial decision to impose
martial law backfired spectacularly, plunging the nation into a deep political crisis.
The fallout has sparked widespread protests, calls for his resignation, and even moves
toward impeachment. Yoon declared martial law, citing national security concerns
and the need to eliminate “anti-state elements.” However, many viewed the mea-
sure as a desperate attempt to consolidate power amid mounting political and per-
sonal scandals. The backlash was immediate and severe, with lawmakers rushing
to overturn the decree and protesters gathering en masse in the streets of Seoul.
Within hours, Yoon revoked the order, but the reversal failed to quell public anger.

The damage was done. 
Yoon’s presidency, which began with a narrow 2022
election victory, has been riddled with controversy.
His platform, focused on gender neutrality and hawk-
ish stances on North Korea, initially appealed to
younger male voters. However, a series of missteps
and scandals—ranging from allegations of corrup-
tion involving First Lady Kim Keon Hee to tensions
with the opposition-controlled National Assembly—
have steadily eroded his approval ratings. The
Democratic Party’s landslide win in April’s parlia-
mentary elections further isolated Yoon politically.
With an emboldened opposition, efforts to impeach

key government officials linked to Yoon’s administration gained momentum, leaving
the president with limited room to maneuver. The martial law declaration was a last-
ditch effort by a president grappling with dwindling support and mounting resistance
within his own party. Indeed the move was a miscalculation, a desperate attempt
which backfired miserably with significant political fallout. The incident has intensi-
fied efforts by the opposition to impeach Yoon, with some members of his party
now openly calling for his resignation. Protesters have taken to the streets in unprece-
dented numbers, with labour unions threatening nationwide strikes unless Yoon steps
down. The crisis has raised alarm among South Korea’s allies, including the United
States and Japan have expressed serious concerns. Their worst fear of course is
that North Korea may exploit the internal chaos to escalate tensions with the South,
further destabilising the region. For South Korea, this moment represents a critical
test of its democratic resilience. The swift revocation of martial law suggests that
institutional checks and balances remain robust. However, the path forward will require
careful navigation to prevent further polarisation and ensure stability in one of Asia’s
most vibrant democracies.  

Korean crisis 

and China. There is no point in soliciting
the UN Peacekeeping force in Bangladesh,
as the UN failed to stop even the bloodi-
est wars in West Asia and Ukraine.

Vinod Johri | Delhi

WATER AS ‘HIGH-RISK FOOD’
Madam — The food regulatory body of
India, FSSAI, has categorised packaged
drinking water and mineral water as
"high-risk food." According to FSSAI, high-
risk foods are those that pose a higher risk
of food poisoning due to contamination,
poor storage, or poor handling. These
require closer and regular inspections to
safeguard consumers from food poisoning
and other health issues. Consumption of
drinking water that is not fully purified can
lead to cholera, diarrhoea, typhoid, ame-
biasis, hepatitis, gastroenteritis, and vari-
ous other health issues. 
Also, if the containers used to store water
are unsafe, it can lead to chronic health
issues. According to the FSSAI, manufac-
turers of packaged drinking water will have
to pass mandatory inspections before get-
ting a license, and packaged drinking water

products will now undergo more stringent
safety checks through regular inspections
and audits.  

M Pradyu | Kannur

FRAUDSTERS TARGET SENIOR CITIZENS
Madam — Increasing cybercrime frauds
are a nightmare for senior citizens. The
senior citizens are not tech-savvy enough
to operate a smartphone, which they pre-
fer to use mostly for communicating with
their near and dear ones. The fraudsters
target the senior citizens who are lonely and
carry on their vices, resulting in losing their
hard-earned savings. Banks may exercise
adequate caution in honouring the trans-
fer requests by delaying a day or two by
instituting sufficient checks on the desti-
nation account before carrying on the
instructions. The telecom authorities also
may advise the service providers to insti-
tute sufficient firewalls on the spam
callers.

Gopalaswamy J | Chennai

INDIA MUST ACT NOW
Madam — Apropos of the editorial ‘No
love lost’  and the headlines ‘Bangladesh
challenges India,’  the trajectory of diplo-
matic relations between India and
Bangladesh is steeply going down from
unfriendliness to the bottom of hostility in
the long-term perspective. Bangladesh is
moving menacingly fast to Pakistan’s fate
with a point of no return. Atrocities on
Hindu minorities have been echoed across
continents and the phenomenon is simi-
lar to Pakistan and Afghanistan. Hindus
in India are in deep anguish and seek diplo-
matic and trade and commerce cessation
with Bangladesh. The extremist political
and religious culture of Bangladesh will not
allow cordiality of diplomatic relations with
India even at the cost of their own peril as
Pakistan did. Afghanistan has already
done it. Pakistan, Afghanistan, the
Maldives, and now Bangladesh, all neigh-
bours of our country, are in long-lasting
turmoil on religious militancy, extremism,
and atrocities on minorities, as well as eco-
nomic bankruptcy. 
These countries are killing their own
minorities of Hindus and other religions
and even their own minorities within the
Islamic fold. Bangladesh is now a liability
for India, and we can’t risk our 4156 km
border with Bangladesh with insecurity,
violence, and infiltration. We can’t afford
to allow five states-Assam, Tripura,
Mizoram, Meghalaya, and Tripura-to be
inflamed in communal violence and anar-
chy. Bangladesh is devastated by its extrem-
ists and their supporters and sponsors in
the government. Truly, the mayhem on
Hindus can’t be perpetrated without gov-
ernment support. It is the most opportune
time to stop and cease all civil & food sup-
plies, electricity, tourism, and rail-air-
road links with Bangladesh. Even
Bangladesh-bound air traffic on our skies
should be banned. As Pakistan is fighting
for its existential survival, so will
Bangladesh, sooner than later. The Modi
government must contemplate tough
action against Bangladesh, as it will send
a strong message to countries like Pakistan
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Flamingos at the Pulicat Lake with backwaters brimming to the full, near Sriharikota PTI LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

President Yoon Suk Yeol briefly declared martial law, a move
that ignited domestic outrage and international condemnation

energy resources are some
new take away of the G 20
meetings. On the other hand,
the member countries have
increasingly realised the need
for sustainable development
along with increasing con-
cern for deadly spikes of
increasing temperature across
the globe. The fullest utilisation
of modern technology in the
economy such as the digital
economy remains another
important topic that can play
a magnificent role in upgrad-
ing the old pattern to save valu-
able time. The rich experience
of India in promoting broth-
erhood and uplifting stan-
dards particularly from devel-
oping countries to undoubted-
ly a developed nation is a lot
to learn from. 
India’s remarkable progress in
the IT industry has opened
new doors for Indian compa-
nies, which are now aggres-
sively expanding into overseas
markets. 
The country’s compliance and
regulatory authorities have
ensured that foreign invest-
ments are secure and econom-
ic transactions are monitored
thoroughly. Despite the chal-
lenges posed by a tough glob-
al economic climate, India’s
G20 Presidency during 2023
had already provided it with an
opportunity to position itself
as a key player in global man-
ufacturing and a reliable part-
ner in various sectors. The
cooperation among G20

nations has also fostered the
development of new strategies
to meet the needs of vulnera-
ble countries, fostering a more
inclusive global society. 
This cooperation could pro-
mote a positive shift in inter-
national relations, promoting
greater harmony and collabo-
ration. India’s impressive
progress is largely attributed to
its incredibly foresighted lead-
ership, immense talent and
superb foresight. The setting
up of the International Solar
Alliance, the Green Hydrogen
Innovation Centre, One Sun
One World One Grid. and
the Global Biofuel Alliance
along with the waste-to-ener-
gy efforts of India speaks vol-
umes of its being the front
leader among G 20
Countries. Prime Minister
Modi has very well highlight-
ed the remarkable efforts and
achievements of India in his
speech. 
He is undoubtedly the most
respected and popular leader
of World Politics who has
made India the leading voice
of the Global South. Gradually
the scope of G 20 partnership
has expanded to include crit-
ical areas such as disaster
management, digital infra-
structure, and climate change,
making it a multifaceted initia-
tive with both security and
development dimensions as
these are also some issues that
are raising concerns about the
international community.

However, the G-20 countries
are also navigating through
social and political pressures
and their success will depend
on how these countries main-
tain growth momentum amid
numerous challenges. By
addressing these challenges
on account of socio, cultural
economic and political pangs,
the G 20 can further solidify its
position as a global economic
powerhouse, capable of driving
growth not only among mem-
ber countries but also able to
create an inclusive world order. 
By fostering diplomatic
engagement and conflict res-
olution mechanisms, the G 20
group members may also pro-
mote stability while ensuring
economic prosperity for all
member nations. The group’s
shared strategic vision is vital
in shaping a multi-layered,
multilateral strategy for deal-
ing with not only economic
but also security challenges in
an increasingly interconnect-
ed world. 
The G 20 can also become a
platform for fostering develop-
ment in fields such as educa-
tion, science, biotechnology,
and strategic planning, further
strengthening the bonds
between its members and
slowing the entire world com-
munity and India is playing
front runner’s role with the
ablest leadership at the helm.
(The writer is a professor and

expert on strategic affairs;
views are personal)

G20 Rio summit: A new
voice for the Global South

The nineteenth Summit
of the G 20 held
recently in Rio de
Janeiro, Brazil  holds a
lot of significance in

raising the voice of the Global
South. In addition to the 19
member states, this summit also
had two more members which
included the African and the
European Unions. Amid uncer-
tainty on account of West Asian
crises and the ongoing Russian-
Ukraine conflict the summit
focused on two pertinent issues:
the increasing economic dispar-
ities and the degradation of the
environment besides, the ques-
tion of food security and pover-
ty alleviation have also become
paramount topics of the agenda
for a stable and peaceful world
order. 
In the wake of the economic cri-
sis of 1997, the G-20 Group was
formed in 1999 with the basic
purpose of uplifting the
economies from economic doom
and since then economic aggran-
dizement has been the central
point of discussions in all the G-
20 summits. The Group of 20
includes an amalgamation of the
most powerful as well as the
developing countries of the glob-
al order like: the United States,
France, China, India, Japan,
Germany, Russia, the UK, Brazil,
Canada, Italy, Indonesia, Japan,
Mexico, Saudi Arabia, South
Africa, South Korea, Turkey,
Argentina, Australia. 
Adding Spain as a permanent
guest of the G20 and the recent
inclusion of the African Union
and the European Union has
extended its scope and area of
influence. 
The latest meeting of G 20 is
important from the point of view
that now countries of the south
started giving a major push to
their innate aims and the latest in
the series is the idea of green
industrial planning and strategies. 
The increasing demand for bring-
ing about a few reforms in the
major international monetary
and governing institutions such as
the World Bank, IMF the WTO
and the Security Council of the
UNO indicates the changing
dimensions of the Group as now
there seems to be a shift towards
a more transparent and inclusive
world system beside the Cultural
Contiguity and exchanges about

Assassination bid on Badal

DESPITE THE
CHALLENGES POSED
BY A TOUGH GLOBAL
ECONOMIC CLIMATE,

INDIA’S G20
PRESIDENCY DURING

2023 HAD ALREADY
PROVIDED IT WITH

AN OPPORTUNITY TO
POSITION ITSELF AS

A KEY PLAYER IN
GLOBAL

MANUFACTURING
AND A RELIABLE

PARTNER IN
VARIOUS SECTORS

Sexual and reproductive health
can drive economic growth

T
The attack on SAD chief Sukhbir Singh
Badal at the Golden Temple complex is the
surprising incident. Sukhbir Singh, who

is fulfilling his religious punishment given by
Akal Takt, has been targeted by the lone wolf
attacker, Narain Singh Chaura. The open fire

incident within the Harmandir Saheb Golden
Temple Complex is a sheer breach of securi-
ty and raised concerns over the safety of the
Gurudwar complex. 
Although Sukhbir Singh is safe now, thanks
to the Z-plus protection, the police in plain
clothes rescued him from the intended act of
the assassination. Amidst the bullet-firing
attack, it is regrettable that security failure hap-
pened, although the alertness of the police per-
sonnel halted any misdeed, and every worship-
per is safe, including Sukhbir Singh. But some-
where the security breach at the golden tem-
ple complex yet remains a question. Meanwhile
the investigation is initiated, and police are
probing for the real guilty for this whole act;
the government must step in to enhance the
security of the golden temple complex so that
future such incidences can be avoided. 

Kirti Wadhawan | kanpur

SUDHIR HINDWAN

SHAONLI
CHAKRABORTY

By prioritising sexual and reproductive health in workplace policies, the
private sector can be a powerful catalyst for change and lead the way

The summit addressed pressing global challenges such as economic
disparities, environmental degradation, food security and poverty alleviation
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BHARAT’S RE-
ENGAGEMENT

WITH ITS VEDIC
AND

UPANISHADIC
TRADITIONS IS

NOT MERELY AN
ACADEMIC

EXERCISE BUT A
MEANS OF

RECONNECTING
WITH ETERNAL

PRINCIPLES THAT
TRANSCEND THE

TEMPORAL
CONSTRUCTS OF

MODERNITY

The loaded guns are out for the two largest economies of the world,
the US and China, even before the original hard hitter Donald Trump
takes charge as the new President in January next year. In one of

his last “Containing China” measures outgoing President Joe Biden has
imposed additional export controls on high-end chips, chip-making equip-
ment to China, which can be used as components or in the manufac-
turing of weapons as well. The new restrictions also directly target some
of the largest chipmakers in China, thus throwing in as many road blocks
as possible in the dragon’s aggressive weaponisation programme. Not,
to be cowered China imposed retaliatory controls on the export of crit-
ical minerals such as Gallium, Antimony etc, which are essential com-
ponents of the chips. 
Even as these measures were being announced, President-elect Donald
Trump has been threatening the 9 member BRICS nations with severe
100 per cent tariffs, in case, they choose to create an alternate global
currency to the dollar. Mr Trump has already threatened Canada, Mexico
and the EU with the tariffs scalpel unless they come back to him with
offers that are hard to ignore. Trump’s third favourite word is tariffs, which
he uses as leverage to negotiate trade deals with allies and enemies. 
The nations that have faced the latest threat of high tariffs from Donald
Trump have already taken a cautionary approach to negotiating with the
tough business person. Canada and Mexico have sounded out that would
be more interested in sweetening the deal with the US under Trump, than
confronting him on the tariff issues. China knows that Trump would be
higher on optics, than his predecessor Joe Biden, on issues where the

US considers them as a direct threat. In one of the recently published
editorials in the Chinese government mouthpiece Global Times, the Internet
Society of China, the China Association of Automobile Manufacturers,
the China Semiconductor Industry Association, and the China
Association of Communications Enterprises are quoted to have issued
statements terming US chips as unsafe and unreliable. 
It further states “The US has used this measure to greatly expand its
power, affecting many countries and regions, including Japan, the
Netherlands, Israel, Malaysia, Singapore, South Korea, and China’s Taiwan
region. This will severely disrupt the stability of the global industrial and
supply chains and undermine the international economic and trade order.”
Incoming President Trump is likely to have a harder stance on export
controls and, high tariffs for China imports. The incoming administra-
tion is likely to focus on high decibels, high optics, and control China
measures than what the Joe Biden administration has achieved. It would
be worthwhile to note, that some of the restrictive measures against China
introduced, during Trump’s first presidency, have only been upgraded
and made tougher under President Joe Biden. 
Therefore at some level, there is bipartisan support for containing China
in the US government.India has been watching this space carefully and
knows well that it cannot escape the US tariff cannon for too long. It is
also well aware that, there is a trade surplus with the US, which means
it exports more than imports. Incoming President Trump even though
has good relations with Indian PM Modi, is hardly going to miss this
infraction. Obviously, the only safe prediction is a degree of unpredictabil-
ity. Different countries have had their own experiences from the first
Administration and would presumably draw from that to approach the
second. Naturally, between two major economies, there will always be
some give and take. When we look at economic or technology domains,
the case for trusted and reliable partnerships have actually increased in
recent years. A lot of what lies ahead would be in fashioning terms of
engagement that are perceived as mutually beneficial. “A careful recal-
ibration of India’s trade relations is on the anvil, not just with the US, but
also with its other allies. 

(The writer is a policy analyst; views are personal)

FIRSTCOLUMN
US-CHINA TRADE 
WAR HEATS UP

As we are about to wrap
up 2024, it cannot be
underestimated how

important financial literacy is
with changing trends of the
economy, where education is
pivotal in determining India’s
arrival as an economic super-
power. Even now, with the
growing financial awareness,
only 27 per cent of Indian
adults are financially literate;
that number drops to a mere
16.7 per cent for students.
Recognising the urgency for
the skills of financial manage-
ment, the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020 revolves
around putting in place finan-
cial literacy from the early days
of schooling in the country’s
educational system. Teaching
children money management
skills early in life helps devel-
op financially responsible

adults who can make sound
decisions benefiting both
themselves and the economy.
In earlier times, financial edu-
cation was largely informal.
The previous generation was
focused on accumulating tan-
gible assets like gold and prop-
erty. However, India’s banking
and financial system has
undergone a vast transforma-
tion since the 1990s. With
SEBI paving the way for new
regulated asset classes for the

common public - mutual
funds, stocks, bonds, REITS
and multiple other financial
products are available for the
common public to invest and
grow their capital. The estab-
lishment of the Securities
Exchange Board of India
(SEBI), has instilled confi-
dence in financial markets
and led to greater participation
in investments. As India pro-
gresses towards a digital finan-
cial ecosystem, the demand for
financial literacy has never
been so crucial in navigating
opportunities.
Why Financial Literacy Needs
to Start Early: Financial liter-
acy goes beyond just education;
it is a life skill and mindset that
needs to be cultivated from an
early age. All the education
policies stress encourage stu-
dents to be mindful and well-

read towards financial issues so
that they can cope with any-
thing ranging from budgeting
to retirement savings. Students
with such financial sensibilities
provided that they have been
exposed practically to these
concepts, would be able to cope
with investment volatility,
financial contingencies and
planning for a strong future.
Building such a ground is vital
for citizens to contribute
towards building a balanced
economy.
Taking Inspiration across the
globe: Switzerland, Japan, and
South Korea have leveraged
their core strengths—bank-
ing, technology, and manufac-
turing, respectively—to drive
economic growth and establish
distinct global identities. These
unique specialisations have
not only accelerated their eco-

nomic development but also
secured their positions as glob-
al leaders in their respective
domains.
Following their example, India
could prioritise financial liter-
acy as a national initiative to
enhance its citizens’ saving
and investing behaviours while
increasing economic participa-
tion. This focus could yield sig-
nificant social benefits: reduc-
ing poverty, narrowing income

inequality, and improving the
quality of life for millions.
India’s abundant advantages—
from its tech-savvy youth to its
robust educational infrastruc-
ture—position it favourably
for global leadership in finan-
cial prosperity. However, these
strengths alone are insuffi-
cient. Without proper financial
knowledge, even the most tal-
ented individuals may struggle
to maximise their potential,
ultimately hindering econom-
ic growth. By combining finan-
cial education with India’s tech-
nological expertise and
expanding educational frame-
work, the nation can nurture
future entrepreneurs, investors,
and professionals who will not
only excel in their careers but
also effectively manage and
grow their wealth.
A multi-pronged approach can

help to establish a financially lit-
erate India. The key steps to fol-
low:
Integrating Personal Finance
into Curriculums: Personal
finance should be included as
part of the school and college
syllabus so that a strong foun-
dation towards money man-
agement & finance for a life-
time.
Nationwide Awareness
Programs: Public campaigns
on financial literacy will reach
areas lacking financially liter-
ate communities, effectively
democratizing access to that
knowledge as well as encour-
aging wider economic partic-
ipation.
Leveraging Technology and
Partnerships: Public-private
partnerships can make finan-
cial education accessible and
attractive. By using technolo-

gy, it is possible to cast inter-
active sessions and impart
practical, real-life skills to a
broader audience, regardless of
their location.
A Call to Action for all of us:
It is now time to recognise
financial literacy as an indis-
pensable part of our journey
towards education and the
economic boom of India.
Financial literacy, more than a
skill, should be regarded as a
strategic enabler to achieve
personal growth. Through the
infusion of financial education
across all levels, which range
from classrooms to board-
rooms, we can unleash a super-
power that will help our pop-
ulation bloom and lead us
into the 21st century. 

(The writer is founder and
CEO of StockGro; views are

personal)

Financial literacy: The key to unlocking India’s economic power

Trump set to amplify Biden’s tough 
stance with tariffs and export controls

KUMARDEEP  BANARJEE

BHABANI SONOWAL

Renowned Russian philosopher Aleksandr Gelyevich Dugin advocates
for civilisational revival and the decolonisation of the mind

Charting Bharat’s role
in a multipolar world

“Modernity is a project that has
exhausted itself. The future lies in the
revival of traditional societies, meta-
physical truths, and spiritual values.”
For Dugin, multipolarity represents
an alternative to this unipolar dom-
inance, offering a framework for
civilisations to engage with one
another as equals. 
This vision is rooted in dialogue
rather than conflict, with each civil-
isation contributing its unique
insights and values. Bharat, China,
and Russia, he argues, form a nat-
ural triad that can anchor this new
world order. He views these three
civilisations as distinct yet comple-
mentary, with Bharat’s Vedic tradi-
tions, China’s Confucianism and
Taoism, and Russia’s Orthodoxy
providing diverse philosophical and
spiritual foundations for a balanced
global system. Dugin’s ideas resonate
with contemporary geopolitical real-
ities, as platforms like BRICS
demonstrate the potential for collab-
oration among major civilisational
powers. 
He sees BRICS not merely as an eco-
nomic bloc but as a symbolic
embodiment of multipolarity—a
round table where civilisations can
cooperate without succumbing to
Western hegemony. Drawing on the
Arthurian legend, Dugin suggests
that the multipolar world should
function as a round table, where all
participants, including the West,
have an equal seat, provided they
relinquish hegemonic ambitions.
Bharat’s renaming from India, in
Dugin’s view, exemplifies the philo-
sophical and cultural depth of this
multipolar project. 
He perceives this act as a profound
rejection of the colonial narrative
imposed by Western powers. For
Dugin, names carry immense meta-
physical significance, and “Bharat”
embodies a self-affirmed identity
that reclaims the spiritual and cul-
tural essence of the civilisation.
This aligns with his broader advo-
cacy for civilisations to transcend the
artificial constructs of modernity
and rediscover their historical and
spiritual cores. The philosopher

also stresses the strategic importance
of Eurasia in achieving this vision. 
He argues that the geographic, cul-
tural, and economic ties between
Bharat, China, and Russia make
them natural allies in reshaping
global power structures. By aligning
their civilisational and strategic
interests, these three powers can
mediate international conflicts and
create a more equitable world order.
As Dugin writes in Foundations of
Geopolitics, “Russia’s mission is to
unite the peoples and nations of
Eurasia into a single geopolitical
space that rejects Western domina-
tion and promotes a multipolar
world.” Central to Dugin’s vision is
the rejection of Western universal-
ism. 
He critiques the West’s attempt to
impose its values globally, arguing
that this approach erases the distinc-
tiveness of other cultures and leads
to alienation. In contrast, the mul-
tipolar world Dugin envisions cel-
ebrates diversity, recognising the plu-
rality of human experience and
thought. Civilisations, he asserts,
should engage in dialogue while pre-
serving their unique identities. As he
states in ‘The Great War of
Continents,’ “The salvation of
humanity lies in preserving the
plurality of cultures and civilisa-
tions.”
This rejection of universalism
extends to Dugin’s critique of
modernity, which he sees as a
destructive force that undermines
traditional values. He identifies a
global trend toward the revival of
traditionalism, noting that civilisa-
tions are increasingly turning to their
spiritual roots in response to the
moral and cultural relativism of lib-
eralism. From Bharat’s Vedic revival
to Russia’s Orthodox resurgence
and China’s embrace of
Confucianism, Dugin sees a world-
wide movement toward reclaiming
heritage. “The return to tradition,”
he writes, “is not an act of nostalgia
but a necessity for survival in the face
of cultural erosion.”
Dugin views Bharat as a cornerstone
of this traditionalist resurgence. Its

ability to mediate tensions, whether
between China and the Islamic
world or within the broader multi-
polar framework, highlights its
potential as a stabilising force.
Bharat’s emphasis on spiritual her-
itage and cultural unity, he argues,
sets an example for other civilisa-
tions seeking to harmonise their
internal diversity with their external
roles. The path to a multipolar
world is not without challenges.
Dugin acknowledges that the West’s
resistance to relinquishing its dom-
inance could lead to conflicts, even
escalating to dangerous levels.
However, he remains optimistic
about the long-term prospects of
multipolarity, which he sees as a nat-
ural evolution of global history.
This optimism is grounded in his
belief that civilizational revival offers
a more stable and equitable alterna-
tive to the power struggles of unipo-
larity.
In Dugin’s analysis, the future lies in
the hands of civilisations willing to
reclaim their spiritual and cultural
identities. Bharat’s role is pivotal in
this transformation. By embracing
its Vedic heritage and fostering
partnerships with other great civil-
isations, Bharat can help shape a
world that values harmony over
domination. As Dugin wrote in The
Fourth Political Theory, “The mul-
tipolar world is not a competition of
powers but a symphony of civilisa-
tions, each contributing its melody
to the greater harmony.”
Dugin’s vision challenges conven-
tional paradigms of International
Relations, offering a deeply philo-
sophical and civilisational approach
to global politics. By placing spiri-
tuality and tradition at the core of
his analysis, he provides a frame-
work for a world that celebrates
diversity while striving for collective
progress. Bharat’s role in this vision
is both profound and indispensable,
symbolising the potential for civil-
isations to lead humanity toward a
more balanced and equitable future.

(The writer is an Assistant
Professor at Bennett University;

views expressed are personal)

Aleksandr Gelyevich Dugin, the
Russian philosopher, presents a
compelling vision of a multipo-
lar world that seeks to restore
balance and harmony to inter-

national relations. His recent visit to India,
during which he delivered an insightful
speech at the Russian Centre in New Delhi
on November 19, highlighted his ideas on
the importance of civilisational revival.
Listening to Dugin was a profound experi-
ence, as he articulated the need for great
civilisations such as Bharat (India), Russia,
and China to assume their rightful roles in
shaping a new global order. Dugin’s philos-
ophy is deeply intertwined with the concept
of State-Civilisation, which transcends the
boundaries of the Nation-State model
imposed by the Westphalian system. In this
framework, civilisations are not merely polit-
ical entities but repositories of spiritual, cul-
tural, and historical identity. 
For Dugin, Bharat exemplifies this notion
as it represents a civilisation rooted in ancient
wisdom, from the teachings of the Vedas and
Upanishads to its rich traditions of Dharmic
philosophy. He argues that this heritage
uniquely positions Bharat to lead a process
of decolonisation—not just politically, but
mentally and spiritually. Decolonisation of
the mind, Dugin asserts, is essential for
nations seeking to reclaim their civilisation-
al sovereignty. Bharat’s re-engagement with
its Vedic and Upanishadic traditions is not
merely an academic exercise but a means of
reconnecting with eternal principles that
transcend the temporal constructs of moder-
nity. In his view, traditional spiritual process-
es should be revived as living, evolving
frameworks that can guide contemporary
governance and social organisation. 
He draws a parallel with Russia’s return to
Orthodox Christianity, which he sees as a
similar act of reclaiming spiritual identity
in defiance of Western liberalism.The
philosopher emphasises that the post-Cold
War unipolar world order, dominated by
Western hegemony, has exhausted itself.
Dugin critiques the universalisation of lib-
eral values, arguing that they are inherent-
ly tied to the Atlanticist worldview and there-
fore unfit to govern the plurality of human
cultures. Liberalism, he contends, prioritis-
es individualism and market ideology at the
expense of collective, spiritual, and civilisa-
tional values. 
As he wrote in The Fourth Political Theory,

AJAY LAKHOTIA

By teaching money management skills early, India can cultivate a generation of financially savvy individuals capable of driving economic growth
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No-confidence vote topples
Barnier govt in France
AP n PARIS

French President Emmanuel
Macron will address the

nation Thursday, a day after the
National Assembly ousted
Prime Minister Michel Barnier
in a historic no-confidence
vote that has left France with-
out a functioning government.
Macron is expected to focus on
stabilising the political crisis
and possibly naming a new
prime minister to navigate the
fractured parliament. 
Barnier formally submitted his
resignation Thursday morning
at the Elysée Palace, fulfilling a
constitutional obligation. The
no-confidence motion passed
by 331 votes in the National
Assembly, forcing Barnier to
step down after just three
months in office — the short-
est tenure of any prime minis-
ter in modern French history. 
Pressure to act swiftly :
Macron faces the critical task of
naming a replacement capable
of leading a minority govern-
ment in a parliament where no
party holds a majority. Yaël
Braun-Pivet, president of the
National Assembly and a mem-
ber of Macron’s party, urged the
president to move quickly. 
“I recommend he decide rapid-
ly on a new prime minister,”
Braun-Pivet said Thursday on
France Inter radio. “There must

not be any political hesitation.
We need a leader who can
speak to everyone and work to
pass a new budget bill.” 
The process may prove chal-
lenging. Macron’s administra-
tion has yet to confirm any
names, though French media
have reported a shortlist of cen-
trist candidates who might
appeal to both sides of the
political spectrum.
Macron took more than two
months to appoint Barnier
after his party’s defeat in June’s
legislative elections, raising
concerns about potential delays
this time. 

Calls for Macron to step
down: The no-confidence vote
has galvanised opposition lead-
ers, with some explicitly calling
for Macron’s resignation.
“I believe that stability requires
the departure of the President
of the Republic,” said Manuel
Bompard, leader of the far-left
France Unbowed party, on
BFM TV Wednesday night.
Far-right National Rally leader
Marine Le Pen, whose party
holds the most seats in the
Assembly, did not explicitly call
for Macron’s resignation but
warned that “the pressure on
the President of the Republic

will get stronger and stronger.” 
Macron, however, has dis-
missed such calls and ruled out
new legislative elections. The
current French constitution
does not call for a president to
resign after his government was
ousted by the National
Assembly.
“I was elected to serve until
2027, and I will fulfil that
mandate,” he told reporters
earlier this week.
The constitution also says that
new legislative elections cannot
be held until at least July, cre-
ating a potential stalemate for
policymakers.
Economic uncertainty: The
political instability has height-
ened concerns about France’s
economy, particularly its debt,
which could rise to 7 per cent
of GDP next year without sig-
nificant reforms. Analysts say
that Barnier’s government
downfall could push up French
interest rates, digging the debt
even further.
Rating agency Moody’s warned
late Wednesday that the gov-
ernment’s fall “reduces the like-
lihood of consolidating public
finances” and worsens the
political gridlock. 
Macron’s speech, scheduled for
8 pm local time, is expected to
address these economic chal-
lenges while setting a course for
the future government.

French Prime Minister Michel Barnier addresses the National Assembly prior to a
vote on a no-confidence motion that could bring him down and his cabinet for the
first time since 1962 in Paris. AP/PTI

AP n NEW YORK

Bitcoin has topped the USD
100,000 mark as a massive

rally in the world’s most pop-
ular cryptocurrency sparked by
the election of Donald Trump
rolls on. 
The milestone comes just hours
after the President-elect sig-
nalled a lighter regulatory
approach to the crypto indus-
try when he said he intends to
nominate cryptocurrency
advocate Paul Atkins to be the
next chair the Securities and
Exchange Commission.
Bitcoin has soared to unprece-
dented heights since Trump
won the election November 5.
The cryptocurrency has
climbed dramatically from
USD 69,374 on Election Day
and rose as high as USD
103,713 Wednesday, according
to CoinDesk. Just two years

ago, bitcoin dropped below
USD 17,000 following the col-
lapse of crypto exchange FTX.
How long bitcoin will stay
above the USD 100,000 mark
is uncertain. It fell back to just
under USD 102,000 early
Thursday. As with everything
in the volatile cryptoverse, the
future is impossible to predict.
And while some are bullish on
future gains, other experts con-
tinue to warn of investment
risks.
Back up. What is cryptocur-
rency again? Cryptocurrency
has been around for a while
now. But, chances are, you’ve
heard about it more and more
over the last few years.
In basic terms, cryptocurrency
is digital money. This kind of
currency is designed to work
through an online network
without a central authority —
meaning it’s typically not

backed by any government or
banking institution — and
transactions get recorded with
technology called a blockchain.
Bitcoin is the largest and old-
est cryptocurrency, although
other assets like ethereum,
tether and dogecoin have also
gained popularity over the
years. Some investors see cryp-
tocurrency as a “digital alterna-
tive” to traditional money, but
the large majority of daily
financial transactions are still
conducted using fiat currencies
such as the dollar. Also, bitcoin
can be very volatile, with its
price reliant on larger market
conditions.
Why is bitcoin soaring?: A lot
of the recent action has to do
with the outcome of the US
presidential election.
Trump, who was once a cryp-
to sceptic, has pledged to make
the US “the crypto capital of the

planet” and create a “strategic
reserve” of bitcoin. His cam-
paign accepted donations in
cryptocurrency and he court-
ed fans at a bitcoin conference
in July. He also launched World
Liberty Financial, a new ven-
ture with family members to
trade cryptocurrencies.
Crypto industry players have
welcomed Trump’s victory, in
hopes that he would be able to
push through legislative and
regulatory changes that they’ve
long lobbied for — which,
generally speaking, aim for an
increased sense of legitimacy
without too much red tape.
Trump made a move in that
direction Wednesday when he
said he intends to nominate
Paul Atkins to chair the
Securities and Exchange
Commission. Atkins was an
SEC commissioner during the
presidency of George W. Bush.

In the years since leaving the
agency, Atkins has made the
case against too much market
regulation. He joined the Token
Alliance, a cryptocurrency
advocacy organization, in 2017. 
Under current chair Gary
Gensler, the SEC has cracked
down on the crypto industry,
penalizing a number of compa-
nies for violating securities
laws. But he’s also faced criti-
cism from industry players in
the process, like the chief legal
officer of Robinhood, who
described Gensler’s approach
toward crypto as “rigid” and
“hostile.” Gensler will step
down when Trump takes office. 
One crypto-friendly move the
SEC did make under Gensler
was the approval in January of
spot bitcoin ETFs, or exchange
trade funds, which allow
investors to have a stake in bit-
coin without directly buying it.

The Spot ETFs were the dom-
inant driver of bitcoin’s price
before the election — but, like
much of the crypto’s recent
momentum, saw record
inflows postelection. 
What are the risks?: History
shows you can lose money in
crypto as quickly as you’ve
made it. 
Long-term price behaviour
relies on larger market condi-
tions. Trading continues at all
hours, every day.
At the start of the COVID-19
pandemic, bitcoin stood at just
over USD 5,000. Its price
climbed to nearly USD 69,000
by November 2021, during
high demand for technology
assets, but later crashed during
an aggressive series of rate
hikes by the Federal Reserve.
And the late-2022 collapse of
FTX significantly undermined
confidence in crypto overall,

with bitcoin falling below USD
17,000.
Investors began returning in
large numbers as inflation start-
ed to cool — and gains sky-
rocketed on the anticipation
and then early success of spot
ETFs. But experts still stress
caution, especially for small-
pocketed investors. And lighter
regulation from the coming
Trump administration could
mean less guardrails.
“I would say, keep it simple.
And don’t take on more risk
than you can afford to,” said
Adam Morgan McCarthy, a
research analyst at Kaiko,
adding that there isn’t a “magic
eight ball” to know for certain
what comes next.
What about the climate
impact?: Assets like bitcoin are
produced through a process
called “mining,” which con-
sumes a lot of energy.

Operations relying on pollutive
sources have drawn particular
concern over the years.
Recent research published by
the United Nations University
and Earth’s Future journal
found that the carbon footprint
of 2020-2021 bitcoin mining
across 76 nations was equiva-
lent to the emissions from
burning 84 billion pounds of
coal or running 190 natural
gas-fired power plants. Coal
satisfied the bulk of bitcoin’s
electricity demands (45 per
cent), followed by natural gas
(21 per cent) and hydropower
(16 per cent).
Environmental impacts of bit-
coin mining boil largely down
to the energy source used.
Industry analysts have main-
tained that clean energy has
increased in use in recent years,
coinciding with rising calls for
climate protections.

Bitcoin tops USD 100,000 as big rally sparked by Trump election win rolls on

Yoon replaces defence minister as S  Korea’s
parliament nears vote on their impeachments
AP n SEOUL

South Korea’s president
replaced his defence minis-

ter Thursday as opposition
parties moved to impeach both
men over the stunning yet
short-lived imposition of mar-
tial law that brought armed
troops into Seoul streets.
The main opposition
Democratic Party and other
small opposition parties sub-
mitted a joint motion to
impeach President Yoon Suk
Yeol on Wednesday over his
martial law declaration the
previous night. Martial law
lasted about six hours, as the
National Assembly quickly
voted to overrule the president,
forcing his Cabinet to lift it
before daybreak Wednesday.
On Thursday, Yoon’s office
said he decided to replace
Defense Minister Kim Yong
Hyun with Choi Byung Hyuk,
a retired four-star general who
is South Korea’s ambassador to
Saudi Arabia. 
Vice Defense Minister Kim
Seon Ho will be the acting min-
ister until Choi assumes the job
after a parliamentary hearing.
The hearing is a formality as
the president holds the power
to appoint ministers outside of
the prime minister without
the approval of lawmakers. 
Yoon’s office didn’t provide
any further comments by him.

He hasn’t appeared in public
since he announced in a tele-
vised address that his govern-
ment was lifting the martial law
declaration. 
The opposition parties earlier
submitted a separate motion to
impeach Kim, alleging he rec-
ommended that Yoon impose
martial law. Kim had offered to
resign and apologized for caus-
ing disruption and concern to
the public. Kim said “all troops
who performed duties related
to martial law were acting on
my instructions, and all respon-
sibility lies with me,” according
to the Defense Ministry. 
The impeachment motion
against Yoon was introduced in
parliament early Thursday,
meaning it can be put to a vote
between Friday and Sunday. It
will be scrapped if it isn’t voted
within 72 hours of its parlia-
mentary introduction, but a
new motion can be submitted
if the current one is scrapped
or voted down, according to
National Assembly officials.
Jo Seoung-lae, spokesperson of
the Democratic Party, said it
will push for a National
Assembly vote on the impeach-
ment motion on Saturday
evening, to provide sufficient
time for the conservative law-
makers to contemplate their
decisions on what he described
as an “unconstitutional, illegal
rebellion or coup.”

On Friday, the Democrats and
other opposition lawmakers
voted to impeach Choi Jae-hae,
chairman of the country’s
board of audit and inspection,
and three top public prosecu-
tors, including Seoul Central
District Prosecutors’ Office
chief Lee Chang-soo. The four
will be suspended from their
duties until the Constitutional
Court rules whether to remove
them from office. Members of
the Yoon’s ruling conservative
People Power Party boycotted
the votes, leaving the totals
overwhelming over the thresh-
hold to impeach them. 
The Democratic Party’s contin-
ued impeachment attempts of
senior government officials
and prosecutors have been a
major source of conflict with
Yoon, who during his martial
law announcement accused
the opposition of “anti-state
activities” and “paralyzing the
government.”
Prospects for Yoon’s impeach-
ment isn’t clear as Yoon’s People
Power Party decided Thursday
to oppose the motion’s passage.
Choo Kyung-ho, the floor
leader of the PPP, told reporters
that his party would hold
another meeting to determine
how to oppose the motion’s pas-
sage. Observers say PPP mem-
bers could simply boycott a
floor vote or cast ballots against
the motion.

Impeaching him would require
support from two-thirds of the
National Assembly, or 200 of its
300 members. The opposition
parties together have 192 seats
and they need additional votes
from the PPP. Some experts
earlier said the motion will like-
ly be passed through parliament
as 18 PPP lawmakers, who
belong to an anti-Yoon faction
in the party, already voted
down Yoon’s martial law decree
together with opposition law-
makers. But speaking to
reporters Thursday, PPP leader
Han Dong-hun, head of the
anti-Yoon faction, said he
would work to ensure that the
impeachment motion doesn’t
pass though he remains critical
of Yoon’s action, which he
described as “unconstitutional.”
Han said that there is a need to
“prevent damage to citizens
and supporters caused by
unprepared chaos.”
Experts say rival factions in PPP
could unite not to repeat their
traumatic experiences following
the 2016 impeachment of scan-
dal-ridden conservative
President Park Geun-hye,
which happened after some
lawmakers at her own party
voted to impeach her. Park
was eventually removed from
office and arrested in 2017, and
the liberals easily won the pres-
idency in a by-election as con-
servatives remained in disarray. 

Starmer to outline his ‘Plan for Change’
AP n LONDON

British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer is trying to change

the narrative on his five-
month-old government after
plummeting approval ratings,
business anxiety over tax hikes
and protesting farmers clogging
London streets.
Conservative opposition leader
Kemi Badenoch calls it an
“emergency reset” by a floun-
dering administration.
But Starmer’s office says the
“Plan for Change” speech the
prime minister will deliver on
Thursday is not a relaunch or
about-face, but “the next phase”
in his government plan, intend-
ed to persuade voters that the
government is making their
lives better.
Starmer’s centre-left Labour
Party was elected in Jul — end-
ing 14 years of Conservative
government — on a promise to
get Britain’s sluggish economy
growing and restore frayed
public services such as the
state-funded National Health

Service. But it has been criti-
cised, including by Labour
supporters, for failing to show
people how their lives will
improve any time soon.
The speech will set out “mile-
stones” for measuring progress
on economic growth, clean
energy, reforming childcare
and education, bolstering the
NHS and cutting crime. It
includes a pledge of 13,000
more neighbourhood police
officers within five years.
Starmer’s office said he will say
that “hard-working Brits ...
reasonably want a stable econ-
omy, their country to be safe,
their borders secure, more cash
in their pocket, safer streets in
their town, opportunities for
their children, secure British
energy in their home, and an
NHS that is there when they
need it.”
The government hopes to
reverse a slew of negative head-
lines over its economic deci-
sions — taken, it says, because
the previous Conservative gov-
ernment left a 22 billion pound

($28 billion) “black hole” in the
public finances.
Spending cuts have included
removing from millions of
retirees a payment that helps
cover winter heating costs – a
move that sat awkwardly with
revelations that Starmer had
accepted clothes and other
freebies at a time when millions
of people are struggling with
the cost of living
The government’s first budget
in late October included bil-
lions in new money for the
health system, but also hiked a
tax paid by employers, to the
alarm of many businesses, and
imposed inheritance tax on
farmers for the first time in
decades.
Thousands of farmers thronged
the streets around Parliament
in November to protest a levy
they say will ruin many fami-
ly farms. The government says
three-quarters of farms won’t
have to pay inheritance tax
under the new rules.
Starmer also lost a member of
his Cabinet last week, when

Transport Secretary Louise
Haigh resigned over an old
fraud conviction involving a
cell phone she’d reported stolen.
The bad news has sent
Starmer’s poll ratings plunging
deep into negative territory –
though the opposition
Conservatives are no more
popular.
Starmer has had more success
abroad, where he is trying to
reset Britain’s relations with its
European neighbours following
years of acrimony over Brexit.
But efforts to move closer to the
bloc risk angering incoming
President Donald Trump, who
is hostile to the EU and has
threatened to impose tariffs on
European goods,
Members of Starmer’s govern-
ment have been strongly criti-
cal of Trump in the past, but
the Labour government has
worked to build ties with the
president-elect. Before the US
election, Starmer flew to New
York for dinner with the then-
Republican presidential candi-
date.

Bangladesh’s ICT bans Sheikh
Hasina’s ‘hate speeches’
PTI n DHAKA

The International Crimes
Tribunal (ICT) of Bangladesh

on Thursday ordered the author-
ities to ban the dissemination of
all the “hate speeches” of ousted
prime minister Sheikh Hasina in
the media and on social network-
ing platforms. The order follows
Hasina’s recent speech, her first
public address after fleeing
Bangladesh four months back, in
which she mounted a stinging
attack on the country’s interim
leader Muhammad Yunus,
accusing him of perpetrating
“genocide” and failing to protect
minorities including Hindus.
Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha
(BSS) reported that a two-mem-
ber tribunal led by Justice Md

Golam Mortuza Mozumder
passed the order and directed the
authorities to remove all the
“hate speeches” of Hasina from
social media and take necessary
steps to stop their dissemination
in future in all types of mass
media. Prosecutor Advocate
Abdullah Al Noman told the
news agency that the tribunal
asked secretaries of the ICT
Division, Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting, and
Bangladesh Telecommunication
Regulatory Commission (BTRC)
to execute the order. 
The prosecution earlier filed the
petition, pleading to remove and
restrict all types of hate speech
and incitement by the ousted
prime minister, which may
intimidate the witnesses or vic-

tims or hamper investigation.
Earlier, prosecutor Gazi MH
Tamim briefed the media in this
regard, saying not only in
Bangladesh, making hate speech
is a criminal offence in every law
and every country around the
world.  “Sheikh Hasina has
made speeches, where she was
heard saying she got the license
to kill 227 people as the same
number of cases were filed
against her. She was even heard
giving threats to the victims
and witnesses of the cases
against her, through these
speeches,” Tamim said.
In remarks delivered virtually
to her supporters at an event in
New York, Hasina, presently
living in India, also claimed
that there were plans to kill her

and her sister Sheikh Rehana
just like their father Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman was assassi-
nated in 1975. Describing
Yunus as “power-hungry”,
Hasina alleged that the places
of worship in Bangladesh are
under attack and the current
dispensation has totally failed
to deal with the situation.
Hasina was speaking to sup-
porters of her Awami League
party at the event organised on
Sunday to mark “Bijoy Dibos”
or Victory Day that falls on
December 16. Though Hasina
made several statements in the
last few months, it was her first
public address after taking
shelter, said an expert closely
tracking developments in
Bangladesh.

Syrian army withdraws from Hama after
insurgents broke through its defences
AP n BEIRUT

The Syrian army says it has
withdrawn from the central

city of Hama after insurgents
broke through its defences, in
another setback for President
Bashar Assad.
The announcement Thursday
came hours after opposition
fighters said they had entered the
city and were marching toward
the centre. The Syrian army said
it redeployed from Hama and
took positions outside the city to
protect the lives of civilians.
The capture of Hama, Syria’s
fourth largest city, is another blow
for Assad days after insurgents
captured much of the northern
city of Aleppo, the country’s
largest city.
Syrian state media confirmed
violent clashes between govern-
ment forces and opposition gun-
men on the eastern edges of
Hama city but denied that the

insurgents had breached it. 
Hama is one of the few cities that
remained under full govern-
ment control during Syria’s con-
flict, which broke out in March
2011 following a popular upris-
ing. Its capture would be a major
setback for President Bashar
Assad. The offensive is being led
by the jihadi group Hayat Tahrir
al-Sham as well as an umbrella
group of Turkish-backed Syrian
militias called the Syrian National
Army. Their sudden capture of
the northern city of Aleppo, an
ancient business hub, was a stun-
ning prize for Assad’s oppo-
nents and reignited the conflict
which had been largely stalemat-
ed for the past few years.
Aleppo’s takeover marked the
first opposition attack on the city
since 2016, when a brutal Russian
air campaign retook it for Assad
after rebel forces had initially
seized it. Intervention by Russia,
Iran and Iranian-allied Hezbollah

and other militant groups has
allowed Assad to remain in
power. The latest flare-up in
Syria’s long civil war comes as
Assad’s main regional and inter-
national backers are preoccupied
with their own wars. 
Tens of thousands of people
have been displaced by the
renewed fighting, which began
with the surprise opposition
offensive on November 27.
The insurgents claimed on their
Military Operations Department
channel on the Telegram app
Thursday that they have entered
Hama and are marching toward
its centre. “Our forces are taking
positions inside the city of Hama,”
the channel quoted a local com-
mander identified as Maj. Hassan
Abdul-Ghani as saying.
The Britain-based Syrian
Observatory for Human Rights,
an opposition war monitor, said
gunmen have entered parts of the
city, mainly the neighbourhoods

of Sawaaeq and Zahiriyeh to the
northwest. It added that gunmen
are also on the edge of the
northwestern neighbourhood of
Kazo. “If Hama falls, it means that
the beginning of the regime’s fall
has started,” the Observatory’s
chief, Rami Abdurrahman, told
The Associated Press.
Hama is a major intersection
point in Syria that links that
country’s centre with the north as
well the east and the west. It is
about 200 kilometres north of the
capital, Damascus, Assad’s seat of
power. Hama province also bor-
ders the coastal province of
Latakia, a main base of popular
support for Assad.
The city’s name is synonymous
with the 1982 massacre of Hama,
one of the most notorious in the
modern Middle East, when secu-
rity forces under Assad’s late
father, Hafez Assad, killed thou-
sands to crush a Muslim
Brotherhood uprising.

Taiwan, Guam should work together
to defend freedom, says Prez Lai
AP n TAIPEI (TAIWAN)

Taiwan and Guam should
work together to defend

freedom and democracy in
the region, Taiwanese President
Lai Ching-te said Thursday
on a visit to the American ter-
ritory.
Guam was Lai’s second US
stop during an ongoing tour
of the Pacific Islands, follow-
ing a visit to Hawaii last
weekend. China’s government
claims Taiwan as its territo-
ry and says the self-governing
island must come under its
control at some point in the
future.
Lai, speaking to Guam’s leg-
islature, emphasised the
shared values and strategic

importance of Taiwan and
Guam in the Indo-Pacific
region.
“Let us together become the
crucial force in defending
freedom, democracy in the
first island chain,” he said,
referring to a string of islands
off the Asian continent that
includes Japan, Taiwan and
part of the Philippines.
China,  which considers
Taiwan a renegade province,
opposes any official interac-
tion between the island’s gov-
ernment and the United
States. The US is the main
overseas supplier of arms for
Taiwan’s defence, and has
naval and air force bases on
Guam. In Beijing, China’s
Foreign Ministry announced

sanctions on Thursday on
13 American companies and
six executives in response to
recently announced weapons
sales to Taiwan. The execu-
tives include the president
and vice  president  of
Raytheon’s  Naval  Power
strategic business unit. The
sanctions include a ban on
entering China, including
Hong Kong and Macao.
Earlier this week, the min-
istry said it “strongly con-
demned” US support for Lai’s
visit to Hawaii and had
lodged a complaint with the
United States.
A resolution from Guam’s
legislature welcomed Lai and
expressed appreciation for
Taiwan’s “significant contri-

butions to Guam’s economy
and community,” Speaker
Therese Terlaje said.
Lai called for deeper cooper-
ation with Guam, highlight-
ing aquaculture, hydroponic
agriculture, construction pro-
jects and alternative energy as
potential areas of partnership.
Lai arrived in Guam on
Wednesday night after visits
to the Marshall Islands and
Tuvalu. He was scheduled to
fly to Palau, the final stop on
his trip. The three Pacific
Island countries are among
12 governments that recog-
nise Taiwan diplomatically.
The rest of the world, includ-
ing the United States, has
official ties with the Chinese
government in Beijing.
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Amnesty International says genocide being committed
against Palestinians in Gaza, Israel rejects accusation
AP n CAIRO

Amnesty International
accused Israel of committing

genocide in the Gaza Strip dur-
ing its war with Hamas, saying it
has sought to deliberately destroy
Palestinians by mounting dead-
ly attacks, demolishing vital infra-
structure and preventing the
delivery of food, medicine and
other aid.
The human rights group released
a report Thursday in the Middle
East that said such actions could
not be justified by Hamas’ Oct.
7, 2023, attack into Israel, which
ignited the war, or the presence
of militants in civilian areas.
Amnesty said the United States
and other allies of Israel could be
complicit in genocide, and called
on them to halt arms shipments.
“Our damning findings must
serve as a wake-up call to the
international community: this is
genocide. It must stop now,”
Agnès Callamard, Secretary
General of Amnesty
International, said in the report.

Israel, which was founded in the
aftermath of the Holocaust, has
adamantly rejected genocide alle-
gations against it as an antisemit-
ic “blood libel.” It is challenging
such allegations at the
International Court of Justice,
and it has rejected the
International Criminal Court’s
accusations that Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and his for-
mer defense minister committed
war crimes in Gaza.
“The deplorable and fanatical
organization Amnesty
International has once again
produced a fabricated report
that is entirely false and based on
lies,” Israel’s Foreign Ministry said
in a statement. Israel accused
Hamas, which has vowed to
annihilate Israel, of carrying out
a genocidal massacre in the
attack that triggered the war, and
said it is defending itself in
accordance with international
law. 
Amnesty says Palestinians face
a slow, calculated death
Amnesty’s report adds an influ-

ential voice to a growing list of
players that have accused Israel
of committing genocide — which
would put it in the company of
some of the deadliest conflicts of
the past 80 years, including
Cambodia, Sudan and Rwanda. 
The accusations have largely
come from human rights groups
and allies of the Palestinians. But
last month, Pope Francis called
for an investigation to determine
if Israeli actions amounted to
genocide, and Saudi Arabia’s
crown prince, Mohammed bin
Salman, who has signaled readi-
ness to establish diplomatic rela-
tions with Israel, accused it of
committing genocide.
Israel says it is at war with
Hamas, not the people of Gaza.
And key allies, including the US
and Germany, have also pushed
back against the genocide allega-
tions. But Amnesty accused Israel
of violating the 1951 Genocide
Convention through acts it says
are intended to bring about the
physical destruction of Gaza’s
Palestinian population by expos-

ing them to “a slow, calculated
death.”
Amnesty said it analyzed the
overall pattern of Israel’s conduct
in Gaza between Oct. 7, 2023 and
early July. It noted that there is no
casualty threshold in proving the
international crime of genocide,
which is defined by the United
Nations as acts intended to
destroy, in whole or in part, a
national, ethnic, racial or religious
group.
To establish intent, Amnesty
said it reviewed over 100 state-
ments by Israeli government
and military officials and others
since the start of the war that
“dehumanized Palestinians,
called for or justified genocidal
acts or other crimes against
them.”
Israeli officials have previously
said that such statements were
taken out of context or referred
to their stated goal of destroying
Hamas, not Palestinian civilians.
Israel says it goes to great lengths
to protect civilians and comply
with international law — includ-

ing ordering civilians to evacu-
ate areas ahead of airstrikes and
ground offensives. It also says it
has facilitated the deliveries of
large quantities of food and
humanitarian supplies — a claim
that is disputed by the UN and
aid organizations working inside
Gaza.
On Sunday, a former top Israeli
general and defense minister
accused the government of
ethnic cleansing in northern
Gaza, where the army has
sealed off the towns of Beit
Hanoun and Beit Lahiya and
the Jabaliya refugee camp and
allowed almost no humanitar-
ian aid to enter.
Amnesty said it found that Israel
“deliberately inflicted conditions
of life on Palestinians in Gaza
intended to lead, over time, to
their destruction.” Those actions
included the destruction of
homes, farms, hospitals and
water facilities; mass evacuation
orders; and the restriction of
humanitarian aid and other
essential services.

PTI n WASHINGTON

On the occasion of the 40th
anniversary of the Bhopal

chemical disaster, three
Senators have introduced a
resolution to designate
December 3 as National
Chemical Disaster Awareness
Day. Introduced by Senators
Jeff Merkley, Ron Wyden and
Peter Welch, the resolution
recognises the 40-year effort of
the survivors of the 1984
Bhopal chemical disaster in
India to ensure that no other
community around the world
suffers another such catastro-
phe by designating December
3 as National Chemical
Disaster Awareness Day.
On December 3, 1984, a Union
Carbide pesticide factory
released a dense cloud of toxic
methyl isocyanate gas into
Bhopal, killing 8,000 people
within 72 hours and perma-
nently injuring 5,00,000 more
in what is considered to be the
world’s worst industrial disas-

ter. Applauding the resilience of
the Bhopal chemical disaster
survivors in battling to over-
come ill health, poverty, and
marginalization to try to estab-
lish a deterrent against future
chemical disasters; the resolu-
tion calls on the Department of
Justice to take timely steps in
response to requests by the
Indian Government concern-
ing Dow Inc., who purchased
the Union Carbide facility
where the disaster took place.
The resolution also calls for any
other actions necessary for the
United States to comply with
obligations under the Treaty on
Mutual Legal Assistance in
Criminal Matters, signed at
New Delhi on October 17,
2001 (TIAS 05–1003).
It seeks to engage with the sur-
vivors of the Bhopal chemical

disaster to strengthen the pub-
lic’s understanding of the dan-
gers of chemical disasters; and
emphasises that supporting
human rights and protecting
the right to freedom from dis-
crimination are and should
remain key pillars of United
States foreign policy worldwide.
The resolution notes that
Union Carbide and its repre-
sentatives have ignored repeat-
ed summonses to appear in
court in India, and applications
under 2 extradition treaties
between India and the United
States dating back to 1942 have
failed to secure their appear-
ance.
Dow Inc., the owner of Union
Carbide since 2001, has not
compelled its subsidiary to
attend any proceedings relating
to the Bhopal disaster; it said. 

Resolution recognises 40-year 
efforts of 1984 Bhopal gas

tragedy survivors

US Senate for designating Dec 3 as
Chemical Disaster Awareness Day

Opp party leader held
as Georgia authorities
try to curb protests 
AP n TBILISI (GEORGIA)

Georgian police on
Wednesday raided the

offices of an opposition party
and arrested its leader in an
apparent attempt to squelch a
wave of mass protests trig-
gered by the governing party’s
decision to suspend negotia-
tions on joining the European
Union.
During the past six nights,
riot police used water can-
nons and tear gas to disperse
the demonstrators, who threw
fireworks at police officers and
built barricades on the
Georgian capital’s central
boulevard. More than 300 pro-
testers have been detained since
Thursday and over 100 people
have been treated for injuries.
On Wednesday, the Coalition
for Change opposition party
said that police raided its offices
and detained its leader, Nika
Gvaramia. It shared a video
showing several officers drag-
ging Gvaramia into a car.
Georgian media reported that

police also raided the offices of
several other opposition groups
and non-government organiza-
tions.
Prime Minister Irakli
Kobakhidze of the Georgian
Dream party said the raids tar-
geted those who encouraged
violence during protests in an
attempt to topple his govern-
ment. “I wouldn’t call this
repression; it is more of a pre-
ventive measure than repres-
sion,” he said.
The ruling Georgian Dream
retained control of parliament
in the disputed Oct. 26 election,
which was widely seen as a ref-
erendum on Georgia’s EU aspi-
rations. The opposition and the
pro-Western president have
accused the governing party of
rigging the vote with neighbor-
ing Russia’s help and boycotted
parliament sessions.
Mass opposition protests
sparked by the vote gained new
momentum after the governing
party’s decision on Thursday to
put the EU accession talks on
hold.

14 fresh cases
against Imran
PTI n ISLAMABAD

Fourteen cases were filed
against former premier

Imran Khan in Islamabad after
the violent protest by his sup-
porters last week, taking the
total cases against him in the
national capital to 76, accord-
ing to a report submitted to a
Pakistani court.
The details were shared with
the Islamabad High Court
(IHC) in a report submitted by
the Islamabad Capital Territory
(ICT) police.
It showed that 14 additional
cases were filed after the D-
Chowk protest of November
24, taking the total cases against
him in the federal capital from
62 to 76.
Khan had issued a “final call”
for nationwide protests,
demanding the restoration of
the PTI’s electoral mandate, the
release of detained party mem-
bers, and the reversal of the
26th Amendment, which he
said had strengthened a “dicta-
torial regime”.
His Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
party launched the protest on
November 24 to give a sit-in at
D-Chowk in Islamabad’s Red
Zone, where most government
buildings are located. His sup-
porters were forcibly dispersed
on the night of November 26
when they reached close to D-
Chowk.
Noreen Niazi, one of Khan’s sis-
ters, had filed a petition in the
IHC seeking details of cases
against him. In response, the
National Accountability Bureau
(NAB) and the Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA)
prepared details of the ongoing
cases against Khan, which the
police shared.
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GNDU SECURES SECOND RUNNERS-UP TROPHY IN
INTER-UNIVERSITY YOUTH FESTIVAL 2024

AMRITSAR: Guru Nanak Dev
University has brought laurels to
the state by securing the Second
Runners-Up Trophy in the Punjab
State Inter-University Youth
Festival 2024. 

GNDU RESEARCH STUDENT BAGS PRESTIGIOUS
PRIME MINISTER FELLOWSHIP

AMRITSA: Ms. Aanchal Khanna
from Department of
Pharmaceutical Sciences of Guru
Nanak  Dev University bagged the
prestigious Prime Minister
Fellowship for doctoral research for
the 2024 session. 

PSPCL DIRECTOR ADMIN  WELCOMES NOTIFICATION
ON ELECTRICITY CONNECTIONS 

PATIALA: Punjab State Power
Corporation Limited (PSPCL)
Director Administration Jasbir Singh
Sur Singh has welcomed a notifica-
tion issued regarding release of
electricity connections to the appli-
cants of unauthorised regularised
colonies.

INBRIEF

PTI n NEW DELHI

India has pitched for fast-
tracking negotiations in the

WTO on special safeguard
mechanism (SSM), which
would allow developing
countries to temporarily raise
tariffs on agricultural imports
in response to import surges
or price drops, an official said.
The country flagged the
issues during a meeting of a
committee on agriculture
issues in Geneva on
December 4.
In the meeting, India
emphasized on the need to
prioritize unresolved
mandated issues such as a

permanent solution to public
stockholding, SSM, and
cotton, treating them as

standalone issues.
"India highlighted the Nairobi
Ministerial Decision's

mandate to prioritize and
fast-track SSM negotiations,
calling for modalities that are
simple, operational, and
equitable," the Geneva-based
official said.
Regarding Guyana's proposal,
India reiterated that any
facilitator-led processes
should be consensus-based
and respect WTO's (World
Trade Organization)
multilateral principles,
rejecting the non-traditional
approach based on
convergence. Guyana has
presented a new proposal to
advance agricultural
negotiations ahead of MC14
(ministerial conference). 

The 14th conference is
tentatively scheduled to take
place in Cameroon (Africa) in
2026.
Further India has urged
members to conduct text-
based negotiations on finding
permanent solution to public
food stockholding.
Under text-based
negotiations in WTO, an
agreement is finalised around
draft texts floated by the chair
of a particular committee
dealing with the subject. 
The draft is based on
discussions amongst the
member countries and is fine-
tuned till all the nations are in
agreement with it.

Government open to explore alternative
financing models for MSMEs: Piyush GoyalIndia pushes for fast-tracking special

safeguard mechanism at WTO
PTI n NEW DELHI

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on

Thursday urged the industry
to share specific issues they
are facing in accessing bank
credit and suggested that the
government is open to
exploring alternate financing
models for MSMEs.
He also said the ministry can
earmark particular areas in
the proposed industrial
townships for the MSMEs
(Micro, Small, and Medium
Enterprises).
Exporters have raised
concerns over declining bank
credit, particularly to the
MSME segment. 
While exports grew by 15 per
cent in the rupee terms
between 2021-22 and 2023-
24, the outstanding credit in
March 2024 dropped by 5 per
cent over the same month in

2022, according to exporters.
"Give me specific details (as
in) what kinds of problems
they (MSMEs) face. 
Is too much collateral being
asked? 
Suppose an ECGC (Export
Credit Guarantee
Corporation) cover is
available, do they (banks)
still ask for collateral, what
kind of interest they charge
when a 90 per cent guarantee
is taken by ECGC in the
event of any failure of export
credit?
"If we get that more specific
feedback then we will be able
to take it up with the bankers.
ECGC is looking at factor
services also but my own
personal view is that being
costlier,              people will
still prefer to go to the bank
and take a loan but we are
open to the idea of alternate
financing models," he said

here at a function. 
In August, the cabinet
approved 12 new project
proposals under the National
Industrial Corridor
Development Programme
(NICDP) with an estimated
investment of Rs 28,602 crore
to set up industrial
parks/townships in the
country. 
These industrial areas will be
located at Khurpia in
Uttrakhand, Rajpura-Patiala
in Punjab, Dighi in,
Maharashtra, Palakkad in
Kerala,  Agra and Prayagraj
in UP, Gaya in Bihar,
Zaheerabad in Telangana,
Orvakal and Kopparthy in
AP and Jodhpur-Pali in
Rajasthan.
"I am happy to commit to a
particular area earmarked for
MSMEs because without
MSMEs no large industries
will survive. 

India awarded
for social
security good
practices
PTI n NEW DELHI

India has received awards for
adopting good practices in

providing social security to its
workforce at a regional forum
of Asia-Pacific held in Saudi
Arabia, an official statement
said on Thursday. The 'Good
Practice Award for Asia and
Pacific 2024' was presented by
Mohammed Azman, President
of ISSA (International Social
Security Association), at
Regional Social Security
Forum in Riyadh, Saudi
Arabia, the labour ministry
said in a statement.  The
Employees' Provident Fund
Organization (EPFO) received
five certificates of merit for
communication channels,E-
proceedings: A case on use of
information and
communication technology in
justice delivery, district
outreach programme (Nidhi
Aapke Nikat), multilingual call
centres.

Finance Minister to begin
pre-Budget consultation
from Friday
PTI n NEW DELHI

Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman will start pre-

Budget consultations with var-
ious stakeholders beginning
Friday as part of Budget mak-
ing exercise.
The first meeting as part of
this series will be held with
eminent economists on
December 6.
Sitharaman, who will chair
these meetings, will seek their
inputs regarding upcoming
Budget amid seven-quarter
low GDP print of 5.4 per cent
in second quarter of the
current financial year.
It will be followed by a
meeting with farmer
associations and agriculture
economists and stakeholders
in MSME sector on
December 7, sources said.
Union Budget 2025-26 is
likely to be tabled in
Parliament on February 1.
This would be the eighth
straight Budget of
Sitharaman and second full
budget of the Modi 3.0
government, which will give

policy direction for achieving
the goal of Viksit Bharat
(developed India) by 2047.
The pre-Budget consultations
will end on December 30
with consultations with
captains of Indian industry
and players in the social
sector, especially education
and health.
Besides the finance minister,
Minister of State for Finance
Pankaj Chaudhary; Finance
Secretary and DIPAM
Secretary Tuhin Kanta
Pandey; Economic Affairs
Secretary Ajay Seth; Revenue
Secretary Sanjay Malhotra;
and Financial Services
Secretary M Nagaraju are
expected to be present.
The Budget for the current
fiscal had projected a
nominal GDP growth of 10.5
per cent, while fiscal deficit
was pegged at 4.9 per cent of
the gross domestic product
(GDP). Prime Minister
Narendra Modi-led
government in 2017 scrapped
a colonial-era tradition of
presenting the Budget at the
end of February.

Sebi mulls revising requirement on
settlement of account of clients' funds
PTI n NEW DELHI

To facilitate ease of doing
business, markets regula-

tor Sebi on Thursday pro-
posed that funds of clients,
who have not done any trans-
action in the last 30 days, will
be settled by stock brokers on
the upcoming settlement
dates of monthly running
account settlement cycle.
Under the rule, if a client
has not done any
transaction in the last 30
days and has a credit
balance, the stock broker is
required to return the fund
to the client within three
working days. 
This is known as running
account settlement or
quarterly settlement.
With a view to facilitate ease
of doing business as well as
to safeguard the investors'
interest,                     Sebi, in
its consultation paper,
proposed revising the
requirement of mandatory
settlement of such clients'
funds.
"It is being proposed that
the funds of such clients
who have not traded in the
last 30 calendar days shall

be settled on the upcoming
settlement dates of monthly
running account settlement
cycle as notified by
exchanges in the annual
calendar issued by them
from time to time," Sebi
said.
The proposal came after
Brokers' Industry Standards
Forum (ISF) represented
that the current
requirement necessitates
TM to identify such clients
daily, potentially leading to

the daily settlement of client
funds and resulting in
procedural inefficiencies.
Also, it has further been
represented that since the
client funds are anyway
upstreamed to the clearing
corporation, there is a need
to revisit the time for
settling such client's funds.
The Securities and
Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) has sought public
comments on the proposal
till December 26.

Gold climbs `300 to reclaim `79k-mark, silver continues to shine for third day
PTI n NEW DELHI

Gold price surged to
reclaim the Rs 79,000-

level in the national capital
on Thursday due to fresh
buying by jewellers and
stockists,       according to
the All India Sarafa
Association.
Snapping its three-day
losing run, the precious
metal of 99.9 per cent purity
rose Rs 300 to Rs 79,150 per
10 grams from the previous
close of Rs 78,850 per 10
grams on Wednesday.
Traders said gold climbed
due to fresh demand by
jewellers and retailers in the
local markets.
Silver continued to shine for
the third straight day by
jumping Rs 1,300 to Rs
93,800 per kg on Thursday. 
It ended at Rs 92,500 per kg
on Wednesday.
Price of gold of 99.5 per cent
purity advanced Rs 300 to Rs

78,750 per 10 grams. 
It settled at Rs 78,450 per 10
grams in the previous
trading session.
Meanwhile, in futures trade
on the Multi Commodity
Exchange (MCX), gold
contracts for February

delivery dipped Rs 160 or
0.21 per cent to trade at Rs
76,932 per 10 grams.
"Gold traded flat to positive.
In MCX, gold is expected to
trade within the range of Rs
76,700-77,400," Jateen
Trivedi,          VP Research

Analyst - Commodity and
Currency,        LKP
Securities, said.
Silver contracts for March
delivery declined Rs 188 or
0.2 per cent to Rs 93,105 per
kg on the exchange.
Globally, Comex gold
futures fell USD 7.20 or 0.27
per cent to USD 2,669 per
ounce.
"Persistent global risk, as
well as political uncertainty
in France and South Korea,
contribute to driving up the
safe-haven precious metal
price.
"Traders will be awaiting the
US macroeconomic data,
including new
unemployment claims and
trade balance to be released
later on Thursday," Saumil
Gandhi,       Senior Analyst
of Commodities at HDFC
Securities, said.
According to commodity
market experts,     the
bullion remained slightly

subdued as Federal Reserve
(Fed) Chair Jerome Powell
on Wednesday said the US
economy is in good shape,
adding that September's
policy rate cut was a message
to support the labour
market. 
Powell stated that despite
showing progress, it's
premature to declare victory
on inflation,           and the
US central bank could be
cautious in setting monetary
policy.
Silver also traded 0.27 per
cent lower at USD 31.83 per
ounce in the Asian market
hours. 
"Traders believe gold prices
are poised to rise further,
though a potential delay in
additional interest rate cuts
could lead to short-term
declines, offering
opportunities to
accumulate," Abans
Holdings' Chief Executive
Officer Chintan Mehta, said. 

Amazon Web Services commits
USD 100 million in cloud credits
for underserved students
PTI n NEW DELHI

Amazon Web Services
(AWS) on Thursday said it

is committing up to USD 100
million in cloud credits over
the next five years to help
eligible educational
institutions and underserved
students worldwide develop
and scale digital learning
solutions.
The programme, a part of
AWS Education Equity
Initiative, will grant recipients
cloud credits, which function
similarly to cash, allowing
organisations to reduce their
expenses when utilising AWS's
cloud services.
"At AWS, we are committed to
levelling the playing field in
education, ensuring learners
from underrepresented and
underserved communities
have equal access to
transformative learning
opportunities. That's why
AWS is committing up to USD
100 million in cloud credits
over the next five years to help
qualifying education
organisations around the
world build or scale digital
learning solutions as part of

the AWS Education Equity
Initiative," a company blog
said.
With these credits, recipients
can leverage AWS's
comprehensive portfolio of
cloud technology and
advanced AI services to create
innovations such as AI
assistants, coding curriculums,
connectivity tools, educational
platforms, mobile
applications, chatbots, and
various technology-driven
learning experiences, it said.
Additionally, they will have
access to technical guidance
from AWS solution architects,
who will offer architectural
guidance, best practices for
responsible AI
implementation, and
continuous optimisation
support. AWS is already
working with more than 50
organisations from across 10
countries, and in the past year,
more than 2 million students
have received over 17 million
hours of science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics
(STEM), literacy, and career
development courses as part of
the AWS Education Equity
Initiative, the blog read.

Rupee rises three paise to close at 84.72 against US dollar

PTI n MUMBAI

The rupee recovered from
its all-time low level and

settled for the day with gains
of just 3 paise at 84.72
(provisional) against the US
dollar in a range-bound trade
on Thursday, amid a positive
trend in domestic equities.
Forex traders said the Indian
rupee recovered slightly on
strength in the domestic
markets and overnight
decline in crude oil prices.
However, a positive US dollar
capped a sharp upside.
At the interbank foreign

exchange, the rupee opened at
84.72, moved in a narrow
range and touched an
intraday high of 84.70 and a
low of 84.74 against the
greenback.
On Wednesday, the rupee
slumped by 7 paise to hit its
lowest-ever closing level of
84.75 against the US dollar.
"We expect the rupee to trade
with a negative bias on the
strong dollar and worries over
economic slowdown.
However, weakness in crude
oil prices and fresh FII
outflows may support the
rupee at lower levels," said
Anuj Choudhary – Research
Analyst at Mirae Asset
Sharekhan.
Choudhary further added
that traders may take cues
from weekly unemployment
claims and trade balance data
from the US. "USD-INR spot
price is expected to trade in a
range of Rs 84.50 to Rs 84.95,"
he said.

Moreover, market
participants are also awaiting
cues from the upcoming
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
monetary policy on Friday,
which will likely focus on
balancing inflation and
growth.
The Reserve Bank's high-level
panel on Wednesday started
deliberations on the bi-
monthly monetary policy
amid expectations of status
quo on interest rate as the
retail inflation is above the
upper tolerance level of the
central bank.
The decision taken by the RBI
Governor Shaktikanata Das
headed six-member
Monetary Policy Committee
(MPC) will be announced on
Friday.
Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback's
strength against a basket of
six currencies, was trading
lower by 0.16 per cent at
106.15.

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

The Directorate of Revenue
Intelligence (DRI)’s

report on ‘Smuggling in
India’ 2023-24 highlights a
rise in commercial fraud,
including misuse of foreign
trade agreements (FTA) by
i n d i v i d u a l s / c o mp a n i e s .
According to the report, the
agencies have detected cases
of FTA misuse worth Rs
1,427 crore during 2023-24
compared to Rs 481 crore in
2022-2023. 
Moreover, the DRI booked
109 cases involving 8223.61
kg of narcotic drugs and
psychotropic substances
including 107.31 kg of
cocaine, 48.74 kg of heroin,
136 kg of methamphetamine,
236 kg of mephedrone and
7348.68 kg of ganja in 2023-
24. 
The seizures indicate an
increasing trend of smuggling
of cocaine through air
passenger route, from 21
cases in 2022-23 to 47 cases
in 2023-24, with majority of
seizures effected at airports.
According to report, Free

Trade Warehousing Zones in
the Middle East are emerging
as a major transit point from
where cigarette- concealed
consignments are shipped to
India. 
“Though illicit cigarettes are
reportedly manufactured in
certain South East Asian
countries, it appears that the
consignments are initially
shipped to Dubai from
southeast Asia and then re-
routed to India,” it said.
According to the report for
the fiscal 2023-24, the DRI
initiated 485 import cases,
involving illegal benefits
totaling Rs  5,907.79 crore.
The most common offenses
included mis-

declaration/mis-classification
(201 cases), misuse of end-
use and other notifications
(52 cases), misuse of Free
Trade Agreements (FTA) (51
cases), undervaluation (47
cases), and evasion of anti-
dumping duties (38 cases). 
Misuse of the ASEAN-India
FTA (33 cases) and
Notification No. 50/2017-
Customs (27 cases) were also
notable issues. 
On the export side, 27 cases
were booked, involving illegal
benefits worth Rs 123.34
crore.
The first half of 2024-25 saw
cigarette seizures climb by 19
per cent, reaching 3.95 crore
sticks, compared to 3.31 crore

sticks during the same period
in FY24. 
Illicit foreign currency
seizures have also surged.
DRI officials seized Rs 13.8
crore in foreign currency
during the first half of FY25,
surpassing the Rs 12.4 crore
confiscated in all of FY24.
Additionally, the agency
uncovered a Rs 576 crore
trade-based money
laundering (TBML) racket.
The scheme involved
importing cheap electrical
goods and cosmetics at
inflated prices to channel
foreign exchange out of the
country.
According to the report, gold
smuggling in India follows a
"hub and spoke" model. 
In this system, contraband is
first brought into the country
and transported to central
hub locations before being
distributed to various
destinations. 
During the financial year
2023-24,         the DRI seized
a total of 1,319 kg of gold,
with the land route
accounting for 55% of the
seizures and the air route

contributing around 36%. 
The DRI has also shared
valuable intelligence with
Customs field formations,
resulting in significant gold
seizures by these units.
The report highlights how
gold smuggling in India has
evolved over time. 
Smuggling syndicates now
employ a wide range of
"mules," including foreign
nationals,      families, and
even insiders.  These
syndicates are increasingly
using international departure
gates, where airport workers
and other staff are involved in
smuggling gold from transit
passengers. 
Furthermore, there has been
a rise in the number of
carriers used by these
syndicates to transport
smaller amounts of gold,
which helps reduce potential
losses if the gold is
intercepted by law
enforcement.
There is a sharp rise in
seizures of drugs such as
cocaine and
m e t h a m p h e t a m i n e ,
contraband cigarettes and

illicit foreign currency over
the past year. 
According to report, the
agency conducted 47 cocaine
seizures worth Rs 975 crore
in 2024—more than double
the number recorded in the
previous financial year. 
The quantity of cocaine
smuggled into India,
primarily through airports,
increased by 9 per cent to 107
kg during the same period.
M e t h a m p h e t a m i n e
smuggling has also spiked,
especially in northeastern
states like Assam and
Mizoram,    according to
DRI’s latest bulletin. 
While 2024 recorded meth
seizures of 136 kg, the first
half of 2025 alone saw 123 kg
confiscated in 11 cases.
In 2024,           DRI booked
109 cases involving 8,224 kg
of narcotic drugs and
psychotropic substances. 
This included 107 kg of
cocaine (Rs 975 crore), 49 kg
of heroin (Rs 365 crore), 236
kg of mephedrone (Rs 357
crore),                  and 136 kg
of methamphetamine (Rs 275
crore).

DRI report reveals rise in commercial fraud, FTA misuse worth `1,427 Crore in 2023-24
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Varun Soni’s India Beyond
the Metros: Dekho Apna
Bharat serves as an
insightful travelogue
that ventures into the
heart of India’s lesser-

explored Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities. Unlike
conventional guides focusing on
metropolitan hubs or popular tourist
destinations, this book offers a window
into the charm and cultural richness of
small-town India. Covering
approximately 50 cities, each chapter
provides a comprehensive travel guide
detailing places to visit,
accommodation options,
transportation and unique shopping
experiences.
The book’s unique appeal lies in its
focus on destinations that often remain
overlooked, such as Jabalpur,
Gorakhpur, Kollam and Hubballi.
Soni’s narrative highlights the beauty
and significance of these locations,
offering readers a chance to explore
India’s hinterlands. His accounts are not
just factual but are peppered with
personal anecdotes and observations
gathered during his extensive travels
since 2010. For instance, Soni sheds

light on the breathtaking North Kerala,
the architectural marvel of the
Brihadeeswara Temple in Thanjavur
and the serenity of the Krishna-
Godavari Sangam.
Each chapter is thoughtfully crafted to
guide readers through the essence of
the city, from its historical significance
to its natural beauty and cultural
heritage. The depiction of Jabalpur, for
example, showcases its strategic
location on the Narmada River and its
rich history as a hub of the Kalachuri
and Gond dynasties. Similarly, the
chapter on Kollam highlights its
enchanting Ashtamudi backwaters and
the iconic Jatayu Earth Centre, a
masterpiece of art and mythology.
Soni’s ability to bring these cities to life
is commendable. His description of
local attractions, such as Hubballi’s
Chandramouleshwara Temple and
Ranmal Lake or Jamnagar’s Lakhota
Palace and Darbargadh Palace, reflects
his keen observation and deep
appreciation for India’s diverse culture.
Furthermore, the book also includes
practical travel tips, like transportation
options and shopping suggestions,
making it a useful resource for

travellers.
The book serves as a timely reminder
for urban dwellers, often caught up in
international travel plans, to turn their
gaze inward and rediscover the
treasures within their own country. By
exploring these smaller cities and
towns, Soni argues, one can truly
experience the pulse of India’s vibrant
traditions, natural beauty, and historical
depth. However, India Beyond the
Metros is not just about sightseeing. It
subtly urges readers to appreciate the
cultural and historical wealth that lies
beyond the metropolitan gloss. It also
recognises the role of local tourism,
noting that nearby residents often form
the backbone of these cities’ visitor
economies.
India Beyond the Metros is an inspiring
and informative read that fills a much-
needed gap in Indian travel literature. It
is not only an invitation to explore but
also a celebration of the untapped
potential of India’s smaller cities. Ideal
for corporate travellers, families or
anyone looking to delve deeper into the
country’s heartland, this book is both a
guide and a companion for those ready
to embrace the unexplored.

The governments at the Centre and
the States are sincere in their
efforts to provide shelter to those
without roofs over their heads. It
must be said that food, clothing,

and shelter remain the essential elements
that constitute the life of any ordinary
person. The administrations have conceived
and executed many housing projects such as
the Prime Minister’s Awaas Yojana and the
Indira Gandhi Housing Scheme. In Tamil
Nadu, former Chief Minister J Jayalalithaa
launched a mission to construct houses for
the poorest of the poor at heavily subsidised
rates.
During the tenure of C Achutha Menon as
Chief Minister (1969 to 1977), the Kerala
Government launched Laksham Veedu
(1,00,000 Houses), a housing scheme for the
poorer sections of society. Small houses
were built under this scheme across the State
for the benefit of people below the poverty
line. Although the intention was noble,
these houses ended up as dens of all vices.
Residents of Laksham Veedu colonies were
treated as anti-social elements, as many
excelled in dubious professions such as theft,
dacoity, bootlegging, pimping, and
prostitution. The scheme died a natural
death, like many other government-
sponsored initiatives. Later, the LDF
Government led by Pinarayi Vijayan
launched Life Mission in 2016 with the aim
of providing residential accommodation to
those without homes. However, this multi-
crore project is reportedly embroiled in
corruption, with central agencies
investigating the issue.
In Tamil Nadu, the Slum Clearance Board
has constructed four-storey apartments for
the poor along the scenic Marina Beach.
However, the quality of construction and
the ambience are worse than the slums
themselves. Why do government schemes
fail so frequently? The answer is not difficult
to ascertain. Massive corruption involving
public works departments, bureaucrats,
contractors, and politicians turns these
schemes into milch cows. “To hell with the
beneficiaries… we can make as much
money as possible from these schemes,”
seems to be the driving mantra of these anti-
nationals.

The Central Public Works Department,
responsible for constructing central
government buildings, and the State PWDs,
entrusted with building roads, offices, and
residential accommodations, are classic
examples of corruption in high places. One
need only look at the buildings, be they
office complexes, hospitals  or housing
projects for the poor. What stands out is the
careless manner in which they have been
designed and built. Hygiene and sanitation
in these buildings are often appalling. Walls
double as spittoons, toilets are worse than
hell, and cleanliness seems alien to such
structures.
Contrast this with the apartments and villas
built by private developers, and the
difference is stark. Major players such as
Tata Housing, L&T, DLF, Ashok Leyland,
the Godrej Group, Hiranandani, Chettinadu
Group, Ceebros, Puravankara, and Sobha
City (to name a few) create visual treats.
Their projects cost a fortune and cater to the
affluent, but they stand as a testament to

quality construction and planning. The
townships they build, with their panoramic
views, starkly contrast the stinking low-
income group apartment complexes
constructed by CPWD and PWDs. These
public works departments have effectively
become Public Waste Departments, proving
themselves incapable of fulfilling their
intended purpose.
It is indeed possible to build beautiful and
safe houses for the poor. What is needed is a
change in the attitude and approach of
bureaucrats. The success of private
developers in building well-planned
townships and apartments stems from
thoughtful planning and treating
construction as an art. The life and
achievements of Kushal Pal Singh (KP
Singh), who single-handedly built the DLF
empire, illustrate this point. The township at
Gurugram (which I have read about and
seen on television) is a breathtaking
achievement. Thanks to companies like
DLF, India has become a global player in

constructing townships, major software
parks, and apartment complexes. Is it not
possible for doyens like K P Singh to build
affordable housing for the poor?
Such a vision could materialise by loosening
the stranglehold of the government (both
Centre and State) on these sectors. For every
high-end township that private developers
construct, they could be tasked with
building housing complexes for low-income
groups, complete with well-laid-out
landscapes. Given proper incentives and
recognition, these companies would likely
embrace such missions. It would also be
crucial to foster respect for business leaders
like Singh, the Godrejs, the Tatas, and
others. India cannot afford to view its
entrepreneurs, who employ millions, with
suspicion. Business and entrepreneurship
are forms of art that can drive progress
where the government cannot.
The memoir Why The Heck Not, by K P
Singh with Aparna Jain, is an eye-opener. It
highlights the often-overlooked role of
Indian entrepreneurs in nation-building.
Figures like JRD Tata and Dhirubhai
Ambani were visionaries who lacked the
recognition they deserved within India,
even as foreign media sought their insights.
Singh’s story, from studying aircraft
maintenance engineering in Coventry to
heading the DLF Group, is nothing short of
inspiring. His advice, peppered throughout
the book, offers valuable lessons for parents,
youth, and policymakers alike.
After reading the memoir, one cannot help
but wish Singh another 95 years of health,
strength, and happiness. His contributions
to India’s infrastructure and business
landscape make him a national treasure.
The insights he shares about India’s fragile
infrastructure and the steps needed to
achieve the five trillion-dollar economy are
profound. His vision of a better, more
inclusive India should inspire policymakers
to let a thousand flowers bloom.
One blemish on Singh’s otherwise
remarkable career is his association with a
less-than-reputable individual, often
referred to as Damaad Shree. With his
wisdom and experience, Singh could have
avoided such associations and still achieved
success.
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Jatwang Wangsa
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Revamping India's Housing
Government housing schemes often fail due to corruption and 

poor execution, highlighting the stark contrast with private sector successes, 
says KUMAR CHELLAPPAN
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“India Beyond the Metros:
Dekho Apna Bharat” by Varun
Soni explores 50 lesser-known
cities, highlighting their cultural,
historical and natural attractions,
says SAKSHI PRIYA

A JOURNEY BEYOND THE METROS

ABOUT THE BOOK
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Publisher: Zorba Books Pvt Ltd

Price: `299 Pages: 172

Shakila and Other Stories is a compelling
anthology that showcases Dr. Lakshmana
Iyer Rama Swamy's nuanced cultural

insights and humanistic vision. Renowned for
his contributions to Telugu short fiction, Dr.
Swamy adeptly captures the essence of middle-
class Telugu life alongside the complexities of
industrial labor. The collection, translated into
English by T.S. Chandra Mouli, a distinguished
scholar in translation studies, brings Swamy’s
narratives to a global audience while retaining
their cultural authenticity.
Swamy’s stories are a masterful blend of
tradition and modernity, juxtaposing rural
values against urban dilemmas to illuminate
the evolving Telugu society.
As a Tamil Brahmin from
Kerala, his life is as
fascinating as his
storytelling. Multilingual
and multicultural, Swamy
embodies the intersection
of diverse identities, an
influence evident in his
writing. Fluent in
Malayalam, Tamil, Telugu,
Hindi, and English, he
brings a rich linguistic
texture to his work, infusing
his characters with
authenticity and vitality.
In the foreword, Prof. Sushil
Kumar Sharma praises
Swamy’s narrative finesse,
which melds traditional
storytelling zeal with
modern sensibilities.
Sharma highlights
storytelling as an ancient art
form that Swamy
rejuvenates by weaving
timeless themes with contemporary relevance.
Swamy’s identity as a polyglot and chemical
engineer further enriches his writing. His
exposure to varied cultural contexts—Malayali
traditions in Assam, Telugu life in Mumbai,
and Tamil values in Dubai—adds a unique
depth to his narratives. With over 40 short
stories, numerous translations, and insightful
journalistic work, Swamy has cemented his
place in Indian literature. His acclaimed short
story Shakila, part of the anthology Hundred
Stories Hundred Writers, exemplifies his
storytelling prowess.

A TALE OF LOVE, CLASS AND
CULTURAL IDENTITY: The titular story
Shakila delves into complex themes of love,
class and cultural identity through the evolving
relationship between a childless mistress and
her maid, Shakila. Adopted and raised abroad,
Shakila becomes a bridge between her
employer’s values and her estranged birth
family. Her marriage to Kabir, a man from her

own faith, challenges societal norms but also
underscores interfaith cohesion. Swamy’s
narratives, such as Shakila, The Sun and the
Moon, and A Cry in the Wilderness, often
examine the intersection of industrialisation
and globalisation with everyday lives. His
characters grapple with conflicts between
tradition and modernity, presenting a poignant
critique of urbanisation’s impact on
relationships and the natural world. The
juxtaposition of organic life against
mechanised industrial settings underscores a
recurring theme: “one who works among
machines becomes a machine.”

A VOICE FOR CHANGE:
Swamy’s writing is marked
by realism, emotional
depth, and a secular
outlook. His stories tackle
superstition, advocate
reform, and celebrate
resilience. His portrayal of
women is particularly
notable, as they emerge as
agents of change,
challenging traditional
norms and embodying
strength. His use of Telugu
expressions, preserved in
translation by Chandra
Mouli, adds authenticity
while inviting global
readers to engage with the
richness of Telugu culture.

THE TRANSLATOR’S
CRAFT: T.S. Chandra
Mouli’s translation
preserves the essence of
Swamy’s stories, balancing

fidelity to the original text with accessibility for
a global audience. By retaining Telugu phrases
and providing contextual explanations, Mouli
captures the cultural subtleties that make
Swamy’s work unique. 

A UNIVERSAL APPEAL: Shakila and Other
Stories transcends regional boundaries,
offering readers a vivid portrayal of the human
experience through the lens of Telugu culture.
Swamy’s characters, caught between tradition
and modernity, resonate universally, reflecting
the complexities of contemporary society.
Chandra Mouli’s meticulous translation
amplifies this resonance, ensuring that the
anthology’s themes remain both timeless and
relevant.
The collection reaffirms the significance of
regional Indian literature in representing the
country’s socio-cultural landscape. It invites
readers into a world deeply rooted in Indian
ethos while exploring universal questions of
resilience, ethics, and the search for meaning. 

A Celebration of culture, humanity,
and timeless narratives

Shakila and Other Stories stands as a remarkable anthology that
transcends its regional origins to deliver universally resonant

narratives, writes SHALEEN KUMAR SINGH

ABOUT THE BOOK
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Publisher: Aadi Publications
Price: `375



DEHRADUN | FRIDAY | DECEMBER 6, 2024
sports 12

PTI n ADELAIDE

KL Rahul’s composure
and brilliant technique
while opening the

innings in Perth convinced
skipper Rohit Sharma to
move himself down the order
and “bat somewhere in the
middle” in the day/night Test
against Australia starting
here on Friday.
The Indian captain said on
Thursday he didn’t wish to
tinker with a combination
that brought the team success
in the series opener of the
five-match rubber which the
visitors lead 1-0 following
their 295-run win at Optus
Oval.
Rahul looked solid with
scores of 26 and 77 and added
201 runs with fellow opener
and centurion Yashasvi
Jaiswal in the second innings
of the first Test.
“He (Rahul) will open the
innings. I will play

somewhere in the middle,”
Rohit told reporters on the
eve of the second Test.
The Indian skipper was both
categorical and objective in
his reply when asked about
his hotly-debated batting slot
after returning from a brief
paternity break.
A team man to the core, the
37-year-old Rohit explained
part by part the need for
continuity.
“How I came to that decision
of, you know, batting down
the order is clearly, you know,
we want results. We want
success,” Rohit was
categorical about his decision
to take a step back after
opening the innings for five
years.
He was also objective about
the rationale.
“Those two guys (Jaiswal and
Rahul) at the top, just looking
at this one Test match, they
batted brilliantly. I was at
home with my newborn (son

Ahaan) in my arms and I was
watching how KL batted.”
Rohit didn’t want to disturb
Rahul but also said that the
decision is based on current
situation. 
“It was brilliant to watch, to
be honest. And I felt that
there is no need to change
that now. I don’t know, may
be in the future, things will be
different.”
Rahul has so far scored eight
Test hundreds, and five of
those tons have come in
Australia, South Africa and
England, and the skipper
feels the Karnataka player is
the most deserving to face the
new ball.
“Based on what has happened
and what KL has shown
outside of India, you know,
he probably deserves that
place at this point in time.
And, you know, it is
something that has given us
success in the first Test, to
have that big partnership

with Jaiswal on the other
side.”
With the team getting 500-
odd runs in the second
innings besides a double-
century opening stand, Rohit
doesn’t want unnecessary
tweaks which can become
counter-productive.
“You know, when you come
here in a place like Perth and
you get 500 runs, it’s a
massive tick to the box. So, I
don’t see we need to change
that.
“But what I saw from the
outside looked brilliant. So,
and there was no need to
change anything. So, it was
actually pretty simple for me.”
While Rohit waxed
eloquence on the 32-year-old
Rahul, he didn’t want to
divulge the details of the
conversation he had with the
player.
“This is between me and him.
It’s a personal matter. I can’t
share it,” he said. 

KL Rahul will open innings, I will bat in middle: Rohit

PTI n BRISBANE

India put up a dismal show
with the bat as Australia

stamped their superiority
over the visitors with a five-
wicket win in the first
Women’s ODI here on
Thursday. 
Opting to bat, India collapsed
to 100 all out in 34.2 overs
with Australia pacer Megan
Schutt returning an
impressive five-wicket haul.
Australia did experience a
minor stutter in the run
chase, when Renuka Thakur
struck twice in the same over,
before coasting to victory in
16.2 overs.
Debutant opener Georgia
Voll (46 not out off 42 balls)
produced a measured knock
to ensure a comfortable win.
Her effort included a six off
Renuka in the cow corner
region. 
Her opening partner Phoebe
Litchfield (35 off 29 balls)
was the aggressor in their 48-
run stand, smashing six fours
in a row, four of those
coming off Renuka and two
off debutant pacer Titas
Sadhu.
The second ODI will be
played at the Allan Border
Field here on December 8. 
Jemimah Rodrigues, who
batted at number five, top-
scored for India with a 23 off
42 balls. 

Opting to bat, India failed to
get off the blocks, losing the
openers in the first seven
overs. Priya Punia (3 off 17),
playing in place of the
dropped Shafali Verma,
looked totally out of sorts in
her comeback game.
Smriti Mandha (8 off 9) was
caught behind, chasing a
wide outswinger from Schutt.
Punia, in her attempt to
break the shackles, was
caught at backward point off
Schutt.
Skipper Harmanpreet Kaur
(23 off 42) was trapped in
front by pacer Annabel
Sutherland. Rodrigues
looked comfortable in the
middle until she was bowled
by Kim Grath as she tried to
run a delivery down to the
third man.
From 62 for three, India were
all out for 100 in 34.2 overs.
Their last three batters got
out with the score reading
100 on the board. 
Schutt completed her maiden
five wicket haul by castling
Priya Mishra. 
It was a batting performance
to forget for India. 
Brief Scores: 
India Women: 100 all out in
34.2 overs (Jemimah
Rodrigues 23; Megan Schutt
5/19). 
Australia 102/5 in 16.2 overs
(Georgia Voll 46 not out;
Renuka Thakur 3/45). 

Indian women’s team
loses to Australia by
five wickets in first ODI

PTI n ADELAIDE

The Adelaide debacle of 2020 is history
now but it should be at the back of

players’ minds when they take field in the
day/night Test against Australia, reckons
Ravi Shastri, who was India’s coach in that
series.
India, under Virat Kohli, were shot out for
their lowest-ever Test total of 36 in the
second innings of the Adelaide Test that
Australia won by eight wickets. 
Bruised and battered, and with hardly
anyone giving them a revival chance,
India staged a remarkable comeback to
win the four-Test series 2-1 to clinch the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy.
“I don’t think it (Adelaide drubbing) will
play any role but it should be at the back
of their mind because you know things
happen very quickly with a pink ball,”
Shastri, who was the coach of the India
team during the series, told The ICC
Review.
A 1-0 lead in pocket, India will clash with
the hosts in the second Test, starting
Friday.

“You realise that in a session of play if
things don’t go your way and the bowling
is good, things can happen rapidly.”
Shastri added that India’s defeat in the
match was a freak thing and that he had
not seen so many nicks flying to the
fielders in his four decades of cricket.
“What we did after that 36 was – like I said
at that time – that I’d never seen, and I
said it in the dressing room, I’d never seen
so much of playing and nicking as
opposed to playing and missing.
“And I’d watched cricket for about 40
years. And to be honest, that was a session

where hardly any player played and
missed. If he did anything, he got a nick.
So it was not beating the bat. You know,
the bowlers (being) unlucky... It was just
the batsmen being unlucky on that day.”
The legendary all-rounder added that the
1-0 lead in the ongoing series should act
as a catalyst for India to further tighten
their grip on the hosts, who he felt were
under pressure.
“Now the fact that they are one-up, should
put them in a really great frame of mind
going ahead in this Test match because I
think it’s a massive opportunity for India
to tighten the screws further. The pressure
will be on Australia.”
“In my mind, it was very clear you can’t do
worse than that (Adelaide). You’ll have a
day when the luck is in your favour and
you can bounce back. And that’s exactly
what happened.
“Sometimes you don’t over-think when
something as drastic as that happens. You
don’t want a knee-jerk reaction taking
place where you just lose the plot.
Sometimes calmness in situations like that
produce the best results.” 

PTI n ADELAIDE

He has won the ODI World
Cup, the Ashes and also the

Test Championship mace but the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy against
India remains the “one last”
unchecked item in the bucket list
of Australia skipper Pat
Cummins, who is confident of
pulling it off this time despite the
opening Test debacle.
Cummins, who made his Test
debut in 2011, played a Test
against India for the first time in
2017. Since 2014-15, Australia
have not won an India series
either at home or away. The pacer
is determined to change this stat
despite the 295-run drubbing in
the Perth game last month.
“For half of the (Australian)
change room, we haven’t won the
Border Gavaskar Trophy. It is one
last thing to tick off for a lot of us.
Almost every challenge that we
faced in last few years, we have
stepped up and done well,”
Cummins spoke with a lot of
determination on the eve of the
second Test against India in
Adelaide.
“I think we need to do that for

another home summer and
series. From two-three season
thing, it has suddenly been a half
a generation thing,” he added.
Mitchell Starc, Josh Hazlewood
(not playing this Test), Mitchell
Marsh, and Nathan Lyon are
some of the players, who were
part of the 2-0 win back in 2014-
15.
From that point onwards, India
have won all four series – two at
home (2017 and 2023) and two
overseas (2018-19, 2020-21).
So, is there pressure on him to
win it back this time?
“I don’t think it’s pressure. You
are playing at home and you want
to do well. We know they (India)
are a really strong side and lot of
us were part of those recent three
series (defeats).
“Yeah, it’s a big series and kind of
not looking too far in the past.
And every summer, when we play
against them we want to do well,”
Cummins said.
The 31-year-old, who has 272
wickets from 63 Tests, didn’t want
to compare the Ashes with the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy (BGT)
but termed the battle with Indian
teams as the most closely

contested over the years.
“I think it has been the most
closely fought. I think the Ashes
has got a rich history and (it is)
watched as well but I think

Border-Gavaskar Trophy has
been a very tight series that I have
kind of seen in recent times.
“Both teams play quite similar at
times. For the first time (since

1991-92), it is a five-Test series
and that adds a bit extra. It really
gets attritional with its history as
well so it is a big one,” the skipper
said.

All praise for Nitish Reddy
With Rishabh Pant coming in at
number five and one among
Shubman Gill or Rohit Sharma at
number six followed by
Washington Sundar and Nitish
Reddy, India’s top-order does
have a scary look. But Cummins
backed his bowlers.
“Pretty scary five, six and seven I
think. If they come in and
bowlers have already had plenty
of overs into them, then they are
a scary proposition.
“Just like we have seen, when we
have been two, three or four
down, then (Mitchell) Marshy or
(Travis) Heady have put out a
100. That changes dynamics
pretty quickly,” Cummins said.
Having captained Reddy in the
IPL for Sunrisers Hyderabad,
Cummins is pretty impressed
with the Andhra all-rounder’s
seam-up bowling.
“He didn’t bowl as much as he
potentially could have but really
impressed with what we saw and
looks like he can swing the ball a
little bit. Great young kid.”
Boland only change and Marsh fit
to play
Cummins confirmed that pacer

Scott Boland will replace the
injured Josh Hazlewood in the
playing eleven for the Adelaide
game. Also, Mitchell Marsh has
been declared fit to bowl.
“As a captain, it’s pretty awesome
for someone like Scotty to come
in. You know he can bowl a huge
amount of overs if you need. He’s
super consistent, he’s performed
at this level, so he’s ready to go.”
Cummins said that Marsh will
bowl as he has been in good
shape.
“Mitchell Marsh will definitely
bowl in this Test. I would imagine
a few spells but he is ready to go.
He (Marsh) is bowling well this
week. His body is great and this
has been for a while. So, he is
ready to go out there and happy
to bowl,” he added.
Cummins agreed that play on the
opening day could be a start-stop
affair with potential rain threat.
“The pitch looks good with even
coverage of grass and so not sure
what to make of it. It is going to
be a bit more rain than what they
had perhaps thought and there
will be covers on and off but right
now the sun is baking it,” he
added. 

Border-Gavaskar Trophy victory is one last thing to tick off for lot of us, says Cummins

AP n MADRID

Kylian Mbappé missed a
penalty kick again and

Federico Valverde gifted a late
goal as Real Madrid lost
ground to Barcelona in the
Spanish league after a 2-1 loss
at Athletic Bilbao.
Mbappé had his penalty saved
by Athletic goalkeeper Julen
Agirrezabala in the 68th
minute, and Valverde lost
possession on defense to
allow an easy winner by
Gorka Guruzeta in the 80th.
“We knew that he is a good
penalty taker,” Agirrezabala
said of Mbappé. “He missed
the last one and I believed
that he was going to choose
the same side and luckily
that’s what happened.”
Valverde had control of the
ball but gave it away while
trying to get past a few
Athletic players instead of
passing it to a teammate,
leaving Guruzeta with an easy
run into the area for his goal.

Álex Berenguer had put the
hosts ahead in the 53td and
Jude Bellingham equalized for
Madrid in the 78th.
Mbappé had also missed a
penalty in Madrid’s 2-0 loss at
Liverpool in the Champions
League last week. He didn’t
take the one for the club in a
Spanish league match on
Sunday, but he scored in the
2-0 win over Getafe to ease
some of the pressure on him

and the club.
But it was another lackluster
outing for Mbappé, who
continues to struggle in his
first season since finally
joining the Spanish
powerhouse.
“I won’t evaluate the
performance of a player
because of a missed penalty.
Obviously he is sad and
disappointed, but you have to
move on,” Madrid coach

Carlo Ancelotti said about
Mbappé. “He is not at his best
level, but you have to give him
time to adapt. You have to
give him time to be able to do
better.”
The defeat left Madrid four
points behind Barcelona,
which on Tuesday ended a
three-match winless streak in
the league with a 5-1 rout at
Mallorca. Madrid, which has
a game in hand, had won
three consecutive league
games since a 4-0 loss at home
in the “clasico” against
Barcelona.
Madrid has lost five of its last
11 matches in all
competitions.
Athletic moved to fourth
place with the victory, its
fourth consecutive across all
competitions.
Both matches on Tuesday and
Wednesday were moved
forward in the schedule
because the clubs will be
playing in the Spanish Super
Cup in January.

Mbappé misses another penalty kick and
Real Madrid loses to Athletic Bilbao 2-1

Don’t think Adelaide debacle of 2020 will
haunt India in upcoming pink-ball Test: Shastri 

ICC Chairman Jay Shah
vows to take cricket to
‘unprecedented heights’ 
PTI n DUBAI

Newly-appointed ICC
chairman Jay Shah on

Thursday vowed to take
cricket to “unprecedented
heights” following his first
visit to the headquarters of
the game’s global governing
body as its head.
Elected unopposed in
August, the 36-year-old Shah
became the youngest and
fifth Indian to take over as
the ICC chair.
His term began on
December 1.
Shah visited the ICC
Headquarters in Dubai for
the first time in his role as
chairman as he described it
as “productive and
inspiring.”
“While I am encouraged by
what I have seen, I recognise
that this is just the
beginning,” Shah stated in an
ICC release.
“The hard work to elevate
cricket to unprecedented
heights starts now, and I am
confident that together, we
will deliver on this vision.”
Speaking after meeting with
ICC Board Directors and
staff, Shah emphasised the
importance of collaboration
in shaping the future of

cricket.
“This visit provided an
invaluable opportunity to
connect with my colleagues
on the ICC Board where we
discussed the initial
roadmap and strategies to
shape the future of this
incredible sport.
“I was equally delighted to
meet with the dedicated ICC
team working tirelessly
behind the scenes to propel
cricket forward.”
ICC deputy chairman Imran
Khwaja commended Shah
for his ambitious vision for
the sport.
“On behalf of the Board I
would like to welcome Jay
Shah to the role and share
our enthusiasm for his
tenure,” Khawaja said.
“Shah’s ambition and
experience will be
instrumental in guiding the
ICC and the sport into the
future. It has been a very
productive visit for
everyone, and we look
forward to working
alongside him, the Members
and ICC team in achieving
success.”
Shah succeeded Greg
Barclay, who had held the
post of ICC chairman since
2020. 
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