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‘WE SHOULD TRY AGAIN’: PUNJAB
ASSEMBLY SPEAKER ON FAILED
INDIA-PAK PEACE INITIATIVE

Cattle shelters along highways: Unique solution to a perennial problem
DEEPAK KUMAR JHA n NEW DELHI

In a step to enhance road safety
and address the challenge of stray

cattle and to avoid animal-related
accidents on the National Highways
(NH), the central road making
agency National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI) has
taken a pilot project to provide
cattle shelters along the NHs. The
initiative aims to create a safer travel
experience for commuters while
ensuring care and management of
stray cattle, and animals found
along the National Highways.
With shelter areas ranging from
0.21 to 2.29 hectares, shelters under
the pilot project will be strategically
located to serve as safe spaces for
stray cattle, reducing their presence
on National Highways. The
initiative will be implemented on
various National Highway
stretches, including the
UP/Haryana Border to Rohna

section of NH-334B, where shelters
will be set up along the Kharkhoda
Bypass. Similarly, shelters will be
constructed along Bhiwani - Hansi
section of NH-148B at Hansi
Bypass, Kiratpur-Nerchowk
section of NH-21 and the
Dangiyawas to Jajiwal section of
the Jodhpur Ring Road on NH-
112.
The NHAI has been facing
challenges posted by stray
cattle/animal movement on
National Highway in several states
across the country which is
hazardous to road users’ safety.
Although several steps for removal
of cattle from the National
Highways were taken in the past
but they could not get anticipated
success due to several ancillary
issues having social and sensitive
angles, which included problems
pertaining to unknown ownership/
transportation of cattle/
healthcare/ first aid treatment

during transportation of any
injured animals, feeding the cattle
till identification of owner or
handing them over to the State
Government agencies.
Several Courts in various states
were also very keen in holistic
resolution of the changes posted by
movement of stray cattle on
National Highways. Although
control for the root cause of this

issue lies in the purview of various
departments of respective State
Governments, NHAI has taken
this initiative to address this issue
within its jurisdiction.
To implement this initiative, NHAI
has signed an agreement with the
existing concessionaire Gawar
Construction Ltd. Under the
contract they will build Cattle-
Shelters on land provided by

NHAI. The concessionaire will
also maintain these shelters by
providing first aid, adequate
fodder, water, and caretakers
throughout the concession period,
ensuring the well-being of the
animals.
To further support this initiative,
the concessionaire under its CSR
initiative will deploy cattle
ambulances to transport and treat
injured stray animals, set up first-
aid centres and hospitals to cater
50 km on each side for timely
medical care of these animals.
Beyond the construction and
maintenance of shelters, the
concessionaire will ensure safe
transportation of stray cattle to
these facilities, provide feed and
enforce the provisions of the Cattle
Trespass Act, 1871.
NHAI Chairman Santosh Kumar
Yadav said by addressing the
challenges posed by stray
cattle/animals on the National

Highways, this unique initiative is
another step that furthers NHAI’s
commitment to not only to create
safer National Highways for
commuters by enhancing road
safety but also fulfils a humane
requirement of taking care of stray
cattle/animals. “I am sure that this
initiative will set a new benchmark
for a holistic National Highway
infrastructure development in the
country,” Yadav said.
Sharing his thoughts
Dineshchandra Agrawal, President
- National Highway Builders
Federation said “We welcome this
step from NHAI to develop
shelters for stray cattle/animals
along the National Highways and
offer our support for this initiative.
I would urge our members to come
forward and partner in this path
breaking initiative that will help
spread this noble cause of
rehabilitating stray animals and
enhancing road safety.”

Former Home
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Delhi Police bust gang settling
illegal migrants, 11 arrested

Jump in Maharashtra voter
turnout normal: EC issues FAQs  

Rupee at fresh record low of 85.20 against US dollar

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

The Commission for Air
Quality Management
(CAQM) on Tuesday

assessed the situation and
lifted the restrictions of Stage-
IV under the Graded
Response Action Plan
(GRAP) in Delhi and the
neighbouring region,
following a decline in
pollution levels. However, the
restrictions under GRAP
Stage I, II and III will
continue including curbs on
construction and industrial
activities remain in place to
control pollution levels. The
Stage-IV was enforced on
December 16 in Delhi and
NCR when it breached the
400 mark. 
The decision comes after
Delhi’s Air Quality Index
(AQI) improved to 369 (‘Very

Poor’) at 4 PM on December
24, down from a peak of 401
(‘Severe’) recorded on
December 16. The
improvement in air quality
was attributed to favourable
meteorological conditions,
including improved wind
speed, according to forecasts
from the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) and the Indian
Institute of Tropical
Meteorology (IITM).
Residents are urged to remain
cautious and adhere to
guidelines issued by the
authorities to mitigate the

impact of air pollution on
health and daily life.
Under Stage-III, classes up to
five are required to shift to
hybrid mode. Parents and
students have the option to
choose online education,
wherever available.  Stage III
bans on non-essential diesel-
operated medium goods
vehicles with BS-IV or older
standards within Delhi. The
restrictions also include on
plying of BS-III petrol and BS
IV diesel LMVs (4 wheelers)
in Delhi and in the districts of
Gurugram, Faridabad,
Ghaziabad and Gautam Budh
Nagar. Persons with
Disabilities shall be permitted
to ply BS-III Petrol / BS-IV
Diesel LMVs, provided that
these are specifically adopted
for them and are run only for
their personal use.

PTI n MUMBAI

The rupee extended the slide for the
second straight session and

depreciated 9 paise to settle at a fresh
all-time low of 85.20 (provisional)
against the US dollar on Tuesday,
dragged by a strong greenback against
major crosses overseas and subdued
domestic equities.
According to analysts, increased
demand of the dollar due to month-
end payment obligations and the fear
of an aggressive import tariff by the
Donald Trump administration in the
US strengthened the greenback.
Besides, surging crude oil prices
pushed the rupee down further, they
added.
At the interbank foreign exchange, the
rupee opened at 85.10 and touched

the lowest ever level of 85.21 against
the greenback during intra-day. The
unit finally ended the session at a
fresh all-time low of 85.20
(provisional) against the dollar,
registering a loss of 9 paise from its
previous close. On Monday, the rupee
settled 7 paise lower at 85.11 against
the US dollar.
Anuj Choudhary, Research Analyst at
Mirae Asset Sharekhan, said the rupee
fell to a fresh all-time low on weak
domestic markets and a strong US
dollar due to increased demand from
importers and surging crude oil
prices. He said a hawkish tone of the
US Federal Reserve and an improved
US economy may further support the
dollar. “FII outflows may also weigh
on the rupee. However, any
intervention by the RBI may support

the rupee at lower levels. USD-INR
spot price is expected to trade in a
range of Rs 85 to Rs 85.40,”
Choudhary said.

Meanwhile, the dollar index, which
gauges the greenback’s strength
against a basket of six currencies, was
trading higher by 0.11 per cent at
107.93, amid soaring US Treasury
yields and the fear of delayed interest
rate cuts by the US Federal
Reserve.Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, rose 0.69 per cent to USD
73.13 per barrel in futures trade.
In the domestic equity market, the 30-
share BSE Sensex closed lower by
67.30 points, or 0.09 per cent, at
78,472.87 points, while Nifty fell 25.80
points, or 0.11 per cent to close at
23,727.65 points.
Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs)
were net sellers in the capital markets
on Monday, as they offloaded shares
worth Rs 168.71 crore, according to
exchange data. 

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

Amid concerns flagged by
the Congress, the Election

Commission (EC) on Tuesday
clarified the misconception
regarding the jump in voting
percentage in Maharashtra
that occurred on polling day
saying the increase in voter
turnout from 5 pm to 11.45
pm is normal and there were
no arbitrary additions or
deletions of voters in the state. 
In its 66-page response to the
Congress, the Commission
said it would not be correct to
compare 5 pm voter turnout
data with final polling data.
The poll body asserted that it
is impossible to change actual
voter turnout as statutory
Form 17C giving details of
voter turnout is available with
authorised agents of
candidates at the time of close
of poll at the polling station
itself. 
The Congress had approached
the poll panel in November
flagging various concerns
related to the Maharashtra
assembly polls. In a letter to
the EC, the Congress said that
there was an “inexplicable
increase” in voter turnout
between 5pm and the final
voter percentage announced
by the EC at 11.30pm on the
day of polling.
Coming out with a detailed

note and frequently asked
questions (FAQs), the EC told
the Congress that increase in
voter turnout from 5 PM to
11:45 PM was normal, being
part of the process of
aggregation of voter turnout. It
said there can be bona fide but
inconsequential differences in
votes polled and votes
counted. It said rule-based
process was followed with
transparency in Maharashtra
electoral roll preparation and
there was no irregular pattern
in voter deletions in the state.
It told the Congress that due
process was followed,
including participation of
Congress representatives in
preparation of electoral rolls.
The poll body said that its
complaint of an average
addition of 50,000 electors
between July and November in
50 assembly seats, out of which
47 have been won by the
Mahayuti, is factually
incorrect and misleading.

SAUMYA SHUKLA n NEW DELHI

Even as a high voltage
political drama has been

underway over the issue of
Rohingyas and Bangladeshi
immigrants staying illegally
in the National Capital, the
murder of a man, who used
to push women in
prostitution, led to the Delhi
Police in busting a gang
involved in settling these
immigrants in Delhi. Police
have arrested 11 people
including four Bangladeshi
nationals.
The accused involve seven
people who were allegedly
involved in making forged
documents including
Aadhaar card, birth
certificates, caste certificates,
matriculation certificates,
COVID certificates, and
income certificates, at
nominal prices starting from

Rs 7, Aadhaar operators and
tech experts.
A woman in the intervening
night of October 20 and 21
came to Sangam Vihar police
station to report that her
husband, Santu Sheikh alias
Raja, has been murdered
which led to the police
tracking down four people
involved in his murder and
subsequently busting the
gang.
The Bangladeshi nationals,
26 years old Midul Miyan
alias Akash Ahmed and 24
years old Fardeen Ahmed
alias Abhi Ahmed along with
their wives,  were arrested
and interrogated in
connection with the murder
of Sentu Sheikh alias Raja.
Among the motives behind
the murder, Raja used to push
the wives of the accused into
prostitution and also tried to
make physical relations with

them while also bullying
them for minor issues. They
all lived in close proximity.
“However, the police learnt
during interrogation that
these accused had entered
India illegally and had been
residing in Sangam Vihar for
several years,” Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(South) Ankit Chauhan said.
They were found in
possession of Bangladeshi ID
cards (chip-based NID cards)
and birth certificates. Around
21 Aadhar cards, four voter
ID cards, and eight PAN
cards were also recovered
from the victim’s residence.
Chauhan said, “Under the
guidance of Hon’ble
Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena, we formed a
team to unearth the entire
matter and conduct a
thorough probe into the
illegal immigration issue.”
These immigrants came to
India through the jungle
route and then took bikes and
taxis to reach the nearest
town from where they took
AC trains to travel to Delhi,
he said.
Further questioning of the
accused led to the arrest of 26
year old Sahil Sehgal who ran
a ‘Poonam Online Computer
Centre’ in Rohini Sector 5. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
JAMMU

At least five Indian soldiers
were killed and several

others received injuries after
the vehicle in which they were
travelling rolled down in a
deep gorge in the Balnoi sector
of the frontier Poonch district
on Tuesday. 
The soldiers were on
operational duty at the time of
the mishap. Initial reports
suggested the army vehicle
skidded off the road and rolled
down a deep gorge after the
driver lost control of the
vehicle. 
Confirming the same Nagrota-
based  White Knight Corps in
a post on X said, “All ranks of
White Knight Corps extend
their deepest condolences on
the tragic loss of five brave
soldiers in a vehicle accident
during operational duty in the
Poonch sector”. 
According to statement the
vehicle, part of an army
convoy, veered off the road
near the Line of Control (LoC).
At the time of filing the report,
the rescue operations were
going on, and the injured
personnel were receiving
medical care in a nearby
hospital.

BISWAJEET BANERJEE n
LUCKNOW

In a horrifying incident
from Uttar Pradesh’s Basti

district, a 17-year-old Dalit
boy died by suicide after
being subjected to brutal
assault and humiliation
during a birthday party. The
boy was allegedly forced to
strip, beaten, made to drink
urine, and further humiliated
by being forced to lick spit.
The perpetrators also
recorded the abuse.
Traumatised by the ordeal,
the boy hanged himself at his
maternal uncle’s house on
Monday.
The victim, a Class 10 student
living with his maternal uncle
in Kaptanganj, was invited to
a birthday party on
December 20 by a local
youth. According to the
complaint filed by his uncle,
the boy was ambushed at the
gathering, where four to five
individuals forced him to
strip and assaulted him. They
urinated in his mouth and
recorded the incident.
When the boy later demanded
the deletion of the video, the
accused humiliated him
further by forcing him to lick
their spit. Unable to bear the
trauma and humiliation, the
boy returned home, narrated
the incident to his family, and
later took his life by hanging.
The family approached the
police soon after the incident,
but the initial response was
reportedly lackluster. Two
suspects were detained
briefly but were released the
same evening. This inaction
prompted the grieving family
to take the boy’s body to the
Superintendent of Police (SP)
office, demanding justice.
Amid public outrage, a case
was registered against four
individuals under charges of
assault, criminal
intimidation, and abetment
of suicide. Three accused-
Vinay Kumar, Akash, and
Kaju Prasad-have been
arrested, while efforts are
ongoing to nab the fourth
suspect, Sonal. The boy’s
family revealed that he had
been facing harassment from
the accused for some time. 
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Park street, Kolkata all decked up for Christmas eve PTI

Light rainfall lashed several parts of Delhi on Tuesday evening, temperatures are expected to drop further in the next two days
Photo: Ranjan Dimri/The Pioneer

MERRY CHRISTMAS
AQI under 400, Grap-III
invoked in Delhi NCR 

PNS n NEW DELHI

In a major reshuffle, former Union
Home Secretary Ajay Kumar

Bhalla has been appointed as
Manipur Governor amid ongoing
trouble in the north eastern State.
Some of the other States where
change was effected according to a
Rashtrapati Bhawan communique
includes former Union Minister and
army chief Vijay Kumar Singh was
appointed as Mizoram Governor,
while Arif Mohammed Khan was
moved to Bihar as Governor. 
In a surprise move following the
resignation of Raghubar Das as
Odisha governor, Hari Babu
Kambhampati was appointed as the
new man for the State’s gubernatorial
post. Das has served earlier as Chief
Minister of Jharkhand and State
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
President as well.

LoPs record
dissent over
NHRC postings

Accident in
Poonch: Five
soldiers killed 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI 

Leaders of Opposition
Mallikarjun Kharge and

Rahul Gandhi had recorded
their dissent over the
selection of the Chairperson
and Members of the National
Human Rights Commission
on the grounds that the
process adopted was
“fundamentally flawed” and a
“predetermined” exercise that
ignored mutual consultation
and consensus. They had
proposed the names of Justice
Rohinton Fali Nariman and
Justice KM Joseph for the
position of chairperson. The
Opposition leader’s dissent
note was released to the
media a day after former
Supreme Court judge V
Ramasubramanian was
appointed as the new
Chairperson of the NHRC. 
The Opposition leaders also
suggested retired High Court
judges Muralidhar and Akil
Abdulhamid Qureshi as
NHRC Members. The
meeting of the Selection
Committee for picking the
Chairperson and Members of
the NHRC was held on
December 18 at the
Parliament House. The
Selection Committee is
headed by the Prime
Minister and the panel
comprises Lok Sabha
Speaker, Deputy Chairperson
of Rajya Sabha, Home
Minister and Leaders of
Opposition from Lok Sabha
and Rajya Sabha.
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I, Sandeep Kumar S/o  

Ram Parkash R/o #231, 

Village-Bir Ghaggar, 

Chandimandir, Panchkula 

(Haryana) My son Vivek 

Lohat is out of my control, I  

disown him from my 

moveable/immoveable 

property.  Anybody deals with 

him, at their own risk.  

We, Sandeep Kumar S/o 

Surender Kumar, Dolly W/o 

Sandeep Kumar R/o 515, 

Model Town, Yamuna Nagar 

declare that our Son Nakul 

Wahi, daughter in law Pooja 

Wahi are out of our control. 

So, We disown them from our 

all movable - immovable 

properties. In future, the 

person dealing with them will 

himself be responsible, We 

and our family will not have 

any responsibility. 

I, Radhe Shyam S/o 

Babu Ram R/o C-2/2318, 

Vishal Nagar Colony, 

Jagadhri, Distt Yamuna 

Nagar declare that my Sons 

Bhupinder, Lalit Saini and 

Karan and daughter in laws 

Poonam, Roma and Reena 

all are out of my control. So, I 

disown them from my all 

movable - immovable 

properties. In future, the 

person dealing with them will 

himself be responsible, me 

and my family will not have 

any responsibility. 

I, Promila Devi, wife of 

Late Baljinder Singh, resident 

of House No. 285/1, Khudda 

Ali Sher, Chandigarh, hereby 

declare that my son, Riki 

Singh Bhumbak, and 

daughter-in-law, Lipika Anjali, 

are beyond my control. I 

disown them from all my 

movable and immovable 

properties. Anyone dealing 

with them shall do so at their 

own risk. 

I, Sheela W/o Sh. Hari 

Prkash R/o Qumaspur, 

Sonipat, Haryana has 

disowned my daughter Ritu 

from my all movable-

immovable property as she is 

out of my control. In future, if 

anybody deals with her, 

he/she will do at their own 

risk. 

I, Zile Singh S/o Sh. 

Sube Singh R/o Liwan, Distt. 

Sonipat, Haryana has 

disowned my son Pradeep 

Saroha & his wife Arpana 

alias Noori from my all 

movable-immovable property 

as they are out of my control. 

In future, if anybody deals 

with them, he/she will do at 

their own risk. 

I, Suman Sharma Widow 

Late Sh. Mahender Sharma 

R/o Ward No. 06, Cheeka, 

Tehsil Guhla, Distt. Kaithal 

(Haryana) declares that our 

son Sachin Sharma and his 

wife Preeti are out of my 

control. I disown/evict them 

from my movable/ immovable 

properties. I am no longer 

concerned with them. Deal 

with them at your own risk, 

Me and my family are not 

responsible for their 

work/dealing. 

I, Dayanand S/o Data 

Ram R/o Gandhi Nagar, 

Pehowa, Kurukshetra, my 

son Pawan Kumar, daughter-

in-law Rekha Rani, grandson 

Rohit Panchal and 

granddaughter Nidhi Panchal 

are out of our control. We, 

disown them  from all our 

moveable and immoveable 

properties. If Anybody deals 

with him at Their Own risk. 

I, Pushpa Singh Mother 

of No. 15707534M Hav Pinku 

Kumar Singh R/o Birla Gate, 

Kulti, PO & PS Kulti, Distt. 

Paschim Bardhaman (WB), 

Pin- 713343 declare that in 

my son's army record my 

name and Date of Birth was 

wrongly mentioned as 

Pushpa Devi and DOB 

written as 01-07-1964. My 

correct name is Pushpa 

Singh and DOB is 14-03-

1967. 

I, Rameshwar Singh 

Father of No. 15707534M 

Hav Pinku Kumar Singh R/o 

Birla Gate, Kulti, PO & PS 

Kulti, Distt. Paschim 

Bardhaman (WB), Pin- 

713343 declare that in my 

son's service record my Date 

of Birth was wrongly 

mentioned as 01-07-1961. 

My correct date of birth is 11-

02-1955. 

I, No. 16128051F Rank 

L/NK Name Vinoth Kumar D 

Unit 38 AER C/o 56 APO 

Bathinda Cantt. (Punjab) 

permanent resident of 1/77A, 

Perumal Kovil Street, 

Muthukondapuram, Distt. 

Tiruvallur, State Tamil Nadu-

631204 declare That I have 

changed name from Vinoth 

Kumar D C to Vinoth Kumar 

D vide affidavit no IN-

PB91806384739475W dated 

24.12.2024 before the court 

of Bathinda 

I, A Palaniammal legally 

mother of No. 16129571Y 

Rank Spr Name A 

Dharanikumar Unit 4 Engr 

Regt C/o 56 APO Bathinda 

Cantt. (Punjab) permanent 

resident of 12.2.95/2, 

Urkalasamy Street, 

Batlagundu, Nilakottai Distt. 

Dindigul, State Tamil Nadu-

624202 declare That I have 

changed name from A 

Palaniammal to 

Palaniyammal A vide affidavit 

dated 24.12.2024 

I, Smt. S Vaijayanthimala 

legally spouse of No. JC-

313774A Rank SUB Name B 

Sasi Kumar Unit 4 Engr Regt 

C/o 56 APO Bathinda Cantt. 

(Punjab) permanent resident 

of 3/224-7, Kottaimedu, 

Kamuthi, VTC : Kamuthi, PO 

Kottaimedu Distt. 

Ramanathapuram, State 

Tamil Nadu-623604 declare 

That I have changed name 

from S Vaijayanthimala to 

Vaijayanthimala vide affidavit  

dated 24.12.2024 

I, No. JC-315169L Rank 

Nb/Sub Name Anil Kumar V 

Unit 4 Engr Regt C/o 56 APO 

Bathinda Cantt. (Punjab) 

permanent resident of Anil 

Bhavan, Pavumba South PO, 

Karunagappally Pavumba, 

Distt. Kollam, State Kerala-

690574 declare That I have 

changed my minor daughter 

name from A Adhulya to 

Adhulya A vide affidavit dated 

24.12.2024 

I, Bisnupriya Parida W/o 

No. 15694812N Hav 

Nishikanta Behera R/o 

Khudaputali Dhanghera 

Udala, Dhanghera 

Mayurbhanj, Dhanghera 

Odisha Pin-757087 declare 

that in my husband's service 

record my name was wrongly 

written as Bisnu Priya 

Behera. My correct name is 

Bisnupriya Parida. 

I,  Sushma Devi  is 

spouse of JC-374218A Sub 

Madan Lal Sharma (Retd)  

resi of Vill – Bharoli Jadid, PO 

– Rakkar, Tehsil – Dehra 

Gopipur, Distt – Kangra 

hereby declare that my date 

of birth 03-03-1965 is 

recorded in service 

documents  of my husband is 

incorrect.  My correct date of 

birth is 12-03-1962 vide 

Affidavit dated 24 Dec 2024 

before executive Magistrate 

Jalandhar. 

I,  No. 15332843M Hav 

Nandha Kumar P (Unit – 201 

Engr Regt C/o 56 APO)   

residing at  129 (1), 

Killaimedu, Unaipallathur, PO 

– Unai, Distt – Vellore (TN) 

have changed my minor son 

name from N Kamalesh to 

Kamalesh N vide Affidavit 

dated 24/12/2024 before 

Executive Magistrate 

Jalandhar, (PB). 

I,  No. 15332843M  Hav 

Nandha Kumar P (Unit – 201 

Engr Regt C/o 56 APO)   

residing at 129 (1), 

Killaimedu, Unaipallathur, PO 

– Unai, Distt – Vellore (TN) 

have changed my minor son 

name from N Lingesh to 

Lingesh N vide Affidavit dated 

24/12/2024 before Executive 

Magistrate Jalandhar, (PB). 

I,  No. 16119469H Nk 

Burusu Nagaraju (Unit – 201 

Engr Regt C/o 56 APO) 

presently residing at House 

No. 1-29, Noonumudanapalli, 

H/o Kondamarri, Chowdepalli 

Mandal, Kondamarri, Chittoor 

(AP)  have changed my minor 

daughter name from B 

Trishika to Burusu Trishika 

vide Affidavit dated 

24/12/2024 before Executive 

Magistrate Jalandhar, (PB). 

I,  No. 16119469H Nk 

Burusu Nagaraju (Unit – 201 

Engr Regt C/o 56 APO) 

presently residing at House 

No. 1-29, Noonumudanapalli, 

H/o Kondamarri, Chowdepalli 

Mandal, Kondamarri, Chittoor 

(AP) have changed my minor 

daughter name from B 

Kiranya to Burusu Kiranya 

vide Affidavit dated 

24/12/2024 before Executive 

Magistrate Jalandhar, (PB). 

I, B Gowthami  spouse 

of  No. 16119469H  Nk 

Burusu Nagaraju (Unit – 201 

Engr Regt C/o 56 APO) 

presently residing at House 

No. 1-29, Noonumudanapalli, 

H/o Kondamarri, Chowdepalli 

Mandal, Kondamarri, Chittoor 

(AP) have changed my name 

from B Gowthami to Burusu 

Gowthami vide Affidavit dated 

24/12/2024 before Executive 

Magistrate Jalandhar, (PB). 

I, B Lakshmi Devi legally 

Mother of No. 16119469H Nk 

Burusu Nagaraju (Unit – 201 

Engr Regt C/o 56 APO) 

presently residing at House 

No. 1-29, Noonumudanapalli, 

H/o Kondamarri, Chowdepalli 

Mandal, Kondamarri, Chittoor 

(AP) have changed my name 

from B Lakshmi Devi to 

Burusu Lakshmi Devi vide 

Affidavit dated 24/12/2024 

before Executive Magistrate 

Jalandhar, (PB). 

I No. 15725489N, NK 

Bhuwan Prasad Sahu S/o 

Firat Ram Sahu R/o Q No. E-

7/7, Head Quarter 474 Engr. 

Bde Signal Section K-Area, 

Zirakpur SAS Nagar Punjab 

declare that my mother's 

name Firteen Bai and Date of 

birth 17-03-1970 mentioned 

incorrect in my service record. 

Her Correct name is Firtin Bai 

and correct date of birth is 01-

01-1976. Concern please 

note 

I, Sapna D/o Sh. Balram 

R/o H.No. 1486/11, Ranak 

Pura Rohtak declare that my 

date of birth is recorded as 

25-06-2004 in my 10th and 

12th class marksheet, 

whereas my date of birth is 

recorded as 26-06-2004 in 

my Aadhaar card. Now I want 

to get my date of birth 

corrected as 26-06-2004 

instead of 25-06-2004 in my 

10th and 12th class 

marksheet. 

I, Army No.2512125-Y  

Sunil Kumar NK Unit 30 

Punjab and presently posted 

at 22 Rashtariya Rifle S/o 

Joginder Pal R/o VP0 Dher 

Tehsil Anandpur Sahib Distt. 

Rupnagar (Punjab), declare 

that in my Army record my 

father's name entered as 

Joginder Lal, whereas his 

correct name is Joginder Pal.  

I, Bachittar Singh 

Banipal S/o Wazir Singh R/o 

Village Kamma Tehsil Khanna 

{Distt. Ludhiana} That I am 

known by Bachittar Singh 

Banipal, Gurdial Singh, 

Surinderpal Singh, 

Gurinderpal Singh, Gurinder 

Singh S/o Wazir Singh. That 

Bachittar Singh Banipal, 

Gurdial Singh, Surinderpal 

Singh, Gurinderpal Singh, 

Gurinder Singh S/o Wazir 

Singh is one and same 

person. 

It Is For The Information 

That I, Kuldeep Singh Kang 

S/O Amrik Singh R/O Village 

Dakaunda, Tehsil Nabha, 

District Patiala-147104 

Declares That In My Ppo No. 

1123046572 The Name Of 

Mime Has Been Wrongly 

Written As Kuldeep Singh. 

The Actual Name Of Mine Is 

Kuldeep Singh Kang, Which 

May Be Amended 

Accordingly. 

I, Nandha Kumar P 

Presently Serving With 201 

Engr Regt C/O 56 Apo 

Hereby Declare That In 

School Records My Son 

Name Erroneously Recorded 

As N Lingesh, Whereas His 

Correct Name Is Lingesh N.  

Father And Mother Name 

Also Erroneously Recorded 

As P Nandha Kumar  And N 

Devaki Respectively, 

Whereas Correct Name Are 

Nandha Kumar P And Devaki 

S Respectively Vide Affidavit 

Dated 24/12/2024 Before 

Executive Magistrate 

Jalandhar, (Pb). 

I, Suman Rani W/O 

Sandeep R/O H No.1136, 

Sector-12, Sonipat Have 

Changed My Name To 

Suman For All Purposes. 

I, Harshit Bishnoi s/o 

Ram Naresh r/o vpo 

Khairampur,  Mandi Adampur, 

District Hisar, Haryana (India) 

125052 have changed my 

name from Harshit to Harshit 

Bishnoi for all future 

purposes.  

I, Kapil Kumar Son of 

Rajesh Kumar, R/o H. No. 

1167, Durga Colony, Tehsil 

Jagadhri, District Yamuna 

Nagar-135003, Haryana, 

India declares that I have 

changed my name from Kapil 

Kumar to Kapil Gupta. 

I, Seema Rani Wife of 

Shri Jitender Kumar resident 

of H.No. 1180, Radha Krishna 

Enclave, Sector 24, Near 

Bharat Mata Chowk Panipat, 

Distt Panipat-132103, state 

that I have changed my name 

from Seema Rani to Seema. 

I, Neeru W/o Sh. Ajay 

Kumar R/o Uchana Mandi, 

Tehsil Uchana, Distt. Jind, 

have changed my name from 

Neeru to Neeru Devi. 

I Akshil S/o Anupam 

Ahuja R/o House No-  813, 

Sector -7, Panchkula 

Haryana 134109 have 

changed my name to Akshil 

Ahuja. 

I, Kuldip Kaur W/O Surjit 

Singh R/O Bhikhiwind Tehsil   

Patti Distt. Tarn Taran have 

changed my name from 

Kuldip Kaur to Kuldeep Kaur. 

Concerned please note.  

I, Rukmesh Rani W/o 

Nain Singh R/o Village 

Aliyaspur, Tehsil Barara, Distt 

Ambala have Changed my 

name from Rukmesh to 

Rukmesh Rani 

I, Parkasho Devi W/o 

Mohinder Saini R/o V.P.O  

Saran, Sub-Tehsil Saraswati 

Nagar, Tehsil Jagadhri, Distt 

Yamunanagar have changed 

my name from Parkasho Devi 

to Kamlesh Saini. 

I, Simran W/o Sh. 

Sukhpal Singh R/o DD122, 

Near Lal Godown, Ward 

No.03, Officer Colony, Tehsil 

Samalkha, Distt. Panipat, 

declare that my name Simmi 

written in my 10th and 12th 

Marksheet which is incorrect. 

But my real name is Simran 

for all purposes. 

I, Mayank S/o Sushil 

Kumar Garg R/o #465, 

Aggarwal Colony, Ward No.4, 

Gharaunda, Karnal 

(Haryana) have changed my 

name from Mayank to 

Mayank Garg. In future, I 

should be known as Mayank 

Garg. 

I, Raj Rani W/o Sh. Ram 

Chander R/o H.No.607, Ward 

No.23, Krishanpura, Panipat, 

declare that Janak Kumari 

and Raj Kumari and Raj Rani 

three are my same person 

name for all purposes. 

I, Ajay S/o Sh. Ishwar 

Singh, R/o Uchana Mandi, 

Tehsil Uchana, Distt. Jind, 

have changed my name from 

Ajay to Ajay Kumar. 

I, Faraha Naz Zaidi W/O 

Sayed Kamal, #164, Senior 

Citizen Society, Mohali Golf 

Range, Sector 48-C, 

Chandigarh. I Have Changed 

My Minor Son Name From 

Mohammad Askari Kazmi To 

Mohd Askari Kazmi. 

I, Jagjit Singh s/o Sh. 

Gurdarshan Singh Saini, R/o 

# 1977, Sector 45, Burail, 

Chandigarh have changed 

my name to Jagjit Singh 

Saini. 

I, Ranjana w/o Sh. Jagjit 

Singh Saini, R/o # 1977, 

Sector 45, Burail, Chandigarh 

have changed my name to 

Ranjana Singh Saini. 

I, Sheetal w/o Mukesh 

Kumar Resident Jagdish 

Nagar Colony, Hansi, Hisar, 

declare that Sheetal & 

Sheetal Madan both names 

are same and one person. 

I, Aarti Devi D/o 

Paramjeet Singh R/o Village 

Musimbal Hindwan, PO 

Mussimbal, Tehsil Jagadhri, 

Distt Yamuna Nagar, 

Haryana-135003, India 

declare that name of my 

mother has been wrongly 

written as Pragasi in my 10th 

class educational document. 

The actual name of my 

mother is Pargasho Devi. 

I, Bhawna D/o Nirmal 

Singh R/o Village Kandrauli, 

PO Gumthala Rao, Tehsil 

Radaur, Distt Yamuna Nagar, 

Haryana-135133, India 

declare that name of my 

mother has been wrongly 

written as Sukhbinder in my 

10th and 12th classes 

educational documents. The 

actual name of my mother is 

Sukhvinder. 

I, Gagan Bhambri S/o 

Durga Dass Bhambri R/o H. 

No. 676, Subhash Gali, Choti 

Line, Tehsil Jagadhri, 

Yamuna Nagar-135001, 

Haryana (India) declare that 

name of mine and my wife 

has been wrongly written as 

Gagan and Poonam 

respectively in my minor son 

(aged 16 years) Om Bhambri 

in his 10th class educational 

document. The actual name 

of mine and my wife are 

Gagan Bhambri and Poonam 

Bhambri. 

I, Keshav Malik S/o 

Kamal Kant Malik R/o H. No. 

C-7/173, Street No. 1, 

Gandhi Dham, Jagadhri, 

Tehsil Jagadhri, Distt Yamuna 

Nagar, Haryana-135001, 

India declare that name of my 

father and mother has been 

wrongly written as Kamal 

Malik and Ekta Malik 

respectively in my 10th class 

educational document. The 

actual name of my father and 

mother are Kamal Kant Malik 

and Akta Malik. 

I Raghubir Singh S/o 

Shri Ram R/o House No. 

2223, Sector -7, Urban 

Estate, Karnal have changed 

my name from Raghbir Singh 

to Raghubir Singh. 

I Sunita Chauhan W/o 

Sh. Raj Kumar R/o H.No. 39, 

Ranjit Enclave, (Ashoka 

Nursary), Karnal have 

changed my name from 

Sunita Chauhan to Sunita 

Rani. In future, I should be 

known as Sunita Rani. 

I Sandeep Singla S/o 

Nand Lal R/o House No.738, 

Sector -16, Karnal have 

changed my name from 

Sandeep Kumar to Sandeep 

Singla. 

I, JC 261479A Sub  

Gurmukh Singh (Retd.) S/o 

Late Sh. Baru Singh R/o 

Village Kishangarh, P.O. 

Rattangarh, Tehsil Shahbad 

(M), District Kurukshetra 

declares that in my service 

record my wife's name is 

wrongly written as 

Sukhminder Kaur instead of 

Sukhvinder Kaur. Note all 

concerns. 

I, Kulwant Kaur W/o 

Harbhajan Singh R/o Village-

Jharoli Khurd, Tehsill 

Shahabad Markanda, 

Distt.Kurukshetra (Haryana) 

have changed my name from 

Kulwant Kaur to Surender 

Kaur. 

I, Dilshad S/o 

Sarajudeen R/o Ward no. 02, 

VPO Buria, Tehsil Jagadhri, 

Distt Yamuna Nagar have 

changed my name from 

Dilshad Ahmed to Dilshad. 

I, Ankur Kukreja S/o 

Subhash Chander Kukreja, 

R/o H.No. 788, Near Town 

Park, Sector Police Line Area, 

Hisar-125001 have changed 

my minor daughter's name 

from Raavya to Raavya 

Kukreja. 

I, Bajinder S/o Sh. Man 

phool R/o Dhani Dhirja, Tehsil 

Siwani, Distt. Bhiwani declare 

that I have changed my name 

from Bajinder to Vijender 

Singh for all purposes. 

I, Babli W/o Raj Kumar 

R/o H. No. D-210, New Model 

Town Ext. Near Shiv Mandir, 

Hisar, Haryana, 125001 

declare that I have changed 

my name from Babli to Sunita 

Devi for all purpose. 

I, Eak Bahadur Karki S/o 

Sh. Lekh Bahadur R/o H. No. 

31 DC Qualti Foils, Hisar teh. 

and Distt. Hisar, Haryana, 

declare that I have changed 

the name of my minor 

daughter from Siya to Siya 

Karki for all future purpose. 

I, Jayant S/o Anil Kumar 

R/o House No. 356 Defence 

Colony, Hisar, Haryana, 

declare that I have changed 

my name from Jayant to 

Jayant Verma for all future 

purpose. 

I, Tanishq S/o Rajpal 

Sharma, R/o Shaheed 

Bhagat Singh Nagar, Chak 

Bhajura, Sujanpur, Tehsil & 

District Pathankot, Have 

Changed My Name From 

Tanishq to Tanishq Sharma, 

Kindly Note. 

I, Smt Ishro Kaur  

spouse of No 6798118 Ex NK 

Late Sadhu Ram resident of 

H. 17, VPO- Kakar Majra, 

Teh-Naraingarh Distt – 

Ambala (Haryana) have 

changed my name from Smt 

Eshwar Kaur  to  Smt. Ishro 

Kaur (Proposed/ adopted 

new name) Date of Birth 15-

07-1943 vide Affidavit dated 

24-12-2024  before 

Naraingarh. 

I Gugal S/O Tang Raj 

R/O H.No- 263 Village Nada 

Sahib Sector- 31 Panchkula, 

Have Changed My Name 

From Gugal To Gokul Nath. 

I, Priyanka Amit Singla 

W/O Sh. Amit Singla R/O 

House No. 378 P Sector-12 

Panchkula Haryana Have 

Changed My Name From 

Priyanka Bansal To Priyanka 

Amit Singla. 

I Vanita W/O Sh. Ram 

Kumar R/O # 26, Green 

Valley Near Ats, Barwala 

Road Dera Bassi, Tehsil Dera 

Bassi. Distt. SAS Nagar 

(Mohali), Punjab, Have 

Changed My Name From 

Vanita To Banita Rani. 

I Tarun Kumar Garg 

@Tarun Kumar S/O  Naresh 

Kumar Garg R/O  Kailash 

Bhawan, Bathinda Road, 

Near New Grain Market, 

Kotkapura, Faridkot 

I Rita Rani W/O Pirthi 

Village Badhupur Tehsil 

Mukerian Distt Hoshiarpur 

Have Changed My Name To 

Rita 

I Pirthi Chand S/O 

Kishan Singh  Village 

Badhupur Tehsil Mukerian 

Distt Hoshiarpur Have 

Changed My Name To Pirthi 

I, Tarsem Lal S/O 

Niranjan Singh Resident Of 

Village Kot Kalan, Distt. 

Jalandhar, Have Changed 

My Daughter Name From 

Manjeet Kaur To Manjeet 

Kaur Paul. 

I, No.14898336L Rank T-

Mate, Karnail Singh  S/O 

Sh.Prem Singh, R/O 

H.No.57, Village Bharouli, Po 

Kandaiwala, Mes 

Chandimandir Cantt. 

Panchkula, Declare That In 

Service Records Of My Minor 

Son Name Himanshu 

Written. Whereas His Correct 

Name Himanshu Bazad. 

I, Rahul Ramesh 

Mahajan Son Of Sh. Ramesh 

Laxman Mahajan, Resident 

Of Q. No. 20, Type-3, Niper, 

Sector-67, S.A.S. Nagar, 

Mohali Punjab, Declared That 

Rahul Ramesh Mahajan And 

Mahajan Rahul Ramesh Is 

The One And The Same 

Person. 

I, Rekha Devi W/o 

Bishan Pal, no 457/68, ward 

33, gali no 02, Topkhana 

bazar, Ambala Cantt, 

Haryana-133001, Have 

Changed My name to rekha 

Rani to Rekha Devi. 

I, Dharamwati (Aadhar 

no. 7533-6990-9652), wife of 

sh. raghuvir Singh Mann, 

Resident of H.no 240, Sector-

D, Defence Colony, Ambala 

Cantt-133001 Haryana. My 

bank record, passport and 

other documents my name is 

mentioned as Dharamvati. 

and my aadhar card, pan 

card and my husband 's PPO 

record my name is mentioned 

as Dharamwati. That 

dharamwati & Dharamvati 

both are the same and single 

person name 

I, Nikhil Sush S/o Bishan 

pal, H.no 457/68, ward 33, 

gali no 02, Topkhana bazar, 

Ambala Cantt, Haryana-

133001. have changed my 

name Nikhil to Nikhil Sush. 

I Vipin Kumar alias Vipin 

Raheja S/o Nathu Ram R/o 

H. n.2352, N.H.B.C., Sector 

11-12, Panipat have changed 

my name from Vipin Kumar 

alias Vipin Raheja to Vipin for 

all future purposes. 

I Ankush S/o Ompal 

Singh R/o H.n.319, Arjun 

Nagar kabdi road, Panipat 

have changed my name from 

Ankush to Ankush Bhatti for 

all future purposes. 

I Shilpi W/o Dheeraj 

Sharma R/o H. No. 701-L, 

near kinder kin school, model 

town Panipat have changed 

my name from Shilpi to Shilpi 

Sharma for all future 

purposes. 

I, Kamla W/o Sh. Prem 

Singh R/o Vill. Lalheri Khurd 

Tehsil Ganaur Distt Sonipat 

declare that my old name is 

Kamla and I want to change 

my name to Sumitra 

Devi.That I will be 

responsible myself for any 

illegal activity, If any is carried 

out by me after changing my 

name. 

I, Bhavi Garg S/o Sh. 

Ajay Kumar R/o Samalkha 

Distt. Panipat declare that in 

my Aadhar & Pan card my 

father's name is written Ajay 

Kumar & in Markseet name is 

Ajay Garg. That Ajay Kumar 

& Ajay Garg both are my 

father's name.In future will be 

consider. 

I, Satinder Singh S/o 

Kartar Singh R/o F-13/206, 

Gali No.5, Gopal Nagar, 

Friends Colony, Majitha 

Road, Amritsar, Punjab have 

changed my name from 

Satinder Singh to Satinder 

Singh Chawla. 

I, Vijay Singh Bisht S/o 

Baldev Singh R/o H.No.166, 

Gali No.7, Vishal Vihar, Ram 

Bali Chowk, Sandhu Colony, 

Amritsar, Punjab have 

changed my name from Vijay 

Singh Bisht to Vijay Singh 

I, Neelam Devi W/o Vijay 

Singh R/o H.No.166, Gali 

No.7, Vishal Vihar, Ram Bali 

Chowk, Sandhu Colony, 

Amritsar, Punjab have 

changed my name from 

Neelam Devi to Neelam Bist. 

I, Bajinder Kaur W/o 

Sukhpal Singh R/o Jand, PO 

Nangal Dial Singh, Distt. 

Amritsar, Punjab-143113 

have changed my name from 

Bajinder Kaur to Baljinder 

Kaur. 

I Tamanna D/o Balwan 

Singh R/o H.No- 2715/21 

Safidon Road, Near JIET 

School, Ekta Nagar, Jind, 

Haryana 126102 have 

changed my name from 

Tamanna to Tamanna Nehra. 

I Anil S/O Satpal Sharma 

R/O Po. Barwala Distt 

Panchkula Haryana I Have 

Changed My Name From Anil 

To Anil Kumar. 

I Jaswinder Singh S/o 

Kesar Ram , Dhkraba , 

Patiala , Punjab 147001 have 

changed my name from 

Jaswinder Singh to 

Jaswinder Sharma. 

I Fateh Singh S/o Sh. 

Ram Dia R/o H.No-21 New 

Kanch Ghar Ambala City 

have changed my Name as 

Fateh Singh Lakhwal S/o Sh. 

Ram Dia Lakhwal. 

I, Jasbir Singh S/o 

Sadhu Singh R/o VPO. Budhi 

Pind, Tehsil Tanda, Distt. 

Hoshiarpur, Punjab have 

changed my name from 

Jasbir Singh to Jasvir Singh. 

I, Sangeeta W/o Vinay 

Rana R/o 138/3, Top Khana 

Bazar, Jalandhar Cantt have 

changed my name to 

Sangeeta Rana. Concerned 

Note. 

I, Sukhvinder Kour W/o 

Parvinder Singh R/o 1367/10, 

Gali Shaheedan Chowk 

Pragdas, Amritsar have 

changed my name from 

Sukhvinder Kour to 

Sukhvinder Kaur 

I, Satish Kumar S/o 

Harban Lal R/o H.No.352, 

Akash Avenue, Near Bajwa 

Hospital, Fatehgarh Churian 

Road, Amritsar have 

changed my name from 

Satish Kumar to Satish 

Kumar Madaan 

I, Vishal S/o Inderjeet 

R/o H.No.21, New Golden 

Avenue, Opp Park, Amritsar 

have changed my name from 

Vishal to Vishal Kumar 

Mahajan 

I, Sindhi Devi mother of 

No.13781022H Nk Vishal 

Sharma Unit of 11 Jak Rif C/o 

56 Apo that in my son’s army 

service record my name has 

been wrongly entered as 

Sindhi Devi but my correct 

name is Shindi Devi Vide 

Affidavit No.IN-

PB91719336899252W 

Dt.24.12.2024 before 

Executive Magistrate Amritsar 

I, Amritpal Singh S/o 

Mangal Singh R/o VPO 

Dharar, Amritsar have 

changed my name Amritpal 

Singh to Amritpal as my 

Given name and Sing is my 

Surname. 

I, Beantroop Singh S/o 

Amir Singh R/o Village 

Gujjapeer PO Dhariwal Kaler, 

Amritsar have changed my 

minor son’s name from 

Harsimran Sngh to Harsimran 

Singh 

I, Ramchandra Kumar 

S/O Baldeo Singh R/O Qtr 

No.6/5, Raina Vihar, Sujanpur 

Cantt, Pathankot, Punjab 

declare that name of mine is 

wrongly written as Ram 

Chandra Kumar in my minor 

daughter Simran Kumari 

aged 14 years in her School 

Records. Actual name of 

mine is Ramchandra Kumar. 

I, Anshu Puri W/O 

Jatinder Pal R/O #01, Near 

Kalgidhar Gurdawara, 

Mohalla Mata Rani, Khanna, 

Ludhiana, Punjab-141401 

have changed my name to 

Anshu. 

I, Kavita Devi W/O 

Manender Singh R/O D 186, 

Kakrali (69), Palwal, Haryana-

121102 have changed my 

name and shall hereafter be 

known as Kavita. 

I, Gagandeep Singh S/o 

Charan Kanwal Bir Singh R/o 

140/2, College Road, New 

Sant Nagar, Gurdaspur have 

changed my minor son’s 

name from Ankit to Ankit 

Bawa. Concerned note. 

I, Harjit  S/o Jagdish 

Singh R/o H. No. 1018/25, 

Block No.5 Green Avenue, 

Trimmo Road, Gurdaspur 

have changed my name from 

Harjit to Harjit Singh. 

Concerned note. 

I, Sandeep Kumar S/o 

Satpal R/o Village Badnara, 

Tehsil Pundri, Distt. Kaithal 

(Haryana) declares that I am 

known by two names 

Sandeep Kumar and 

Sandeep, my both names are 

correct and used for the same 

one person but in future, I will 

be known by the name of 

Sandeep Kumar. All 

concerned please note. 

I, Sheela Devi W/o 

Sandeep Kumar R/o Village 

Badnara, Tehsil Pundri, Distt. 

Kaithal (Haryana) declares 

that I am known by two 

names Sheela Devi and 

Sheela, my both names are 

correct and used for the same 

one person but in future, I will 

be known by the name of 

Sheela Devi. All concerned 

please note. 

I, Bakhsheesh Kaur W/o 

Gurmail Singh R/o 1238 

Sector 80, SAS Nagar, 

Mohali, Punjab, have 

changed my name from 

Bakshish Kaur to 

Bakhsheesh Kaur. 

I, Sukhbir Narwal S/o 

Rajbir R/o Village Jhamola, 

PO Karela, Block Julana, 

Jind-126101, Haryana, 

declare that I have changed 

my name from Sukhbir to 

Sukhbir Narwal for all future 

purpose. 

I, Sapina Devi W/o 

Mohammad Azam R/o 

Mohalla Berian Wala, 

Malerkotla,  Distt Malerkotla, 

have changed my name to 

Speena. 

I, P Padmavathy Dhillon 

D/o Piara Singh Dhillon R/o 

Kothi No. 26, Phase-2, Tehsil 

& District SAS Nagar, Mohali, 

Punjab have changed my 

name from P Padmavathy 

Dhillon to Padmavathy 

Dhillon. 

I, Monikantan S/O 

Ayyasamy R/O House No. 

3541 1st Floor, Sector-71, 

Sas Nagar Mohali, Punjab, 

Have Changed My Name 

Monikantan To Monikantan 

Ayyasamy. 

I, Sornalatha W/O 

Monikantan R/O House No. 

3541 1st Floor Sector-71, Sas 

Nagar Mohali, Punjab Have 

Changed My Name From 

Sornalatha To  Sornalatha 

Monikantan. 

I Banarsi Dass S/o 

Chamela Ram R/o #176 

Sector-7 Urban Estate 

Ambala City Haryana have 

changed my name from 

Banarsi Dass to Banarsi Dass 

Saini. 

I, Army No. 15324991H 

Rank: HAV Name: Prakash D 

Unit: 1 AER C/o 56 APO, 

Residing at Village Mugaiyur 

Post Mugaiyur, Taluk 

Kandachipuram, Distt. 

Villupuram (State) Tamil Nadu 

Pin-605755 have changed 

my Son's name from Dalwin 

Arok to P Dalwin Arok. 

I, Army No. 15324991H 

Rank: HAV Name: Prakash D 

Unit: 1 AER C/o 56 APO, 

Residing at Village Mugaiyur 

Post Mugaiyur, Taluk 

Kandachipuram, Distt. 

Villupuram (State) Tamil Nadu 

Pin-605755 have changed 

my Son's name from Dalbert 

Arok to P Dalbert Arok. 

I, Suchitra Halder is 

legally Mother of Service No. 

16115506N Rank: NK Name: 

Rabin Halder residing at 

Village Jangal Para Post 

Mogra, Taluk Chinsurah, 

Distt. Hooghly (State) West 

Bengal Pin- 712148, have 

changed my name from 

Sulchitra Halder to Suchitra 

Halder. 

I, Kuldip Kaur wife of JC-

500411F Ex Subedar Kulbir 

Singh S/o Kirpal Singh 

Resident of Village Jamitpur 

Dheru PO Sherkhan Wala 

Tehsil and Distt Ferozepur, 

Punjab have changed my 

name from Kuldip Kaur to 

Kuldeep Kaur and also 

change my date of birth from 

10 Mar 1972 to 10 Mar 1976 

and shall hereafter be known 

as my New Name Kuldeep 

Kaur as per affidavit dated 24 

Dec 2024. 

I Shanta Hosamani is 

legally Mother of No. JC-

315598M NB/SUB 

Raghavendra Hosamani of 

Unit 22 Engr Regt C/o 56 

APO Ferozepur Residing at 

Tq-Gokak, Benachinamaradi 

#113, Urabinahatti, 

Pachhapur, Belgaum State 

Karnataka Pin-591122 

Declare That my Name 

Shanta and Date of Birth 

01.07.1970 Wrongly 

Mentioed in my Son Army 

Service Records but my 

correct Name is Shanta 

Hosamani and correct Date of 

Birth 06.06.1966. 

I, Meera M is legally 

Mother of No. 16135824Y 

SPR Aboorvan M of Unit 22 

Engr Regt C/o 56 APO 

Ferozepur Residing at No 

7/39, Shasthan Kovil Street, 

Vellanguli, Tirunelveli State 

Tamil Nadu Pin-627426 

Declare That my Name 

Meera Wrongly Mentioned in 

my Son Army Service 

Records but my correct Name 

is Meera M. 

I, Sarabjeet Kaur mother 

of Army No. 15218091N, 

L/HAV(TA) Gurwinder Singh 

resident of Vill: Jaimalwala 

PO: Mallanwala Khas, Distt: 

Ferozepur (Punjab) PIN- 

152021 at present serving 

with Army Unit 175 Med Regt, 

have change my name from 

Sarabjeet Kaur to Sarabjit 

Kaur and wrong date of birth 

as 01/07/1968 due to wrongly 

entered in my son military 

service Records. My correct 

DOB is 01/01/1968 as 

recorded in my Andhar.  

I, Laxmi Jogi, Wife of 

Army No. JC- 674392L, 

Rank. Sub Name Neeraj 

Kumar, presently Residence 

House No 1/32 Housing 

Board Churu Road 'District - 

Jhunjhunu ,State- Rajasthan 

Pin- 333001 have changed 

my Name from Laxmi Devi to 

Laxmi Jogi vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB 

91847022315043W, before at 

Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Hariharan T is legally 

Father of No.16127904F 

Rank: NK Name Vijay Kumar 

H Resident of S-71A, 

Vagavilagathuveedu, 

Kattukadai, Palapallam, 

Kanniyakumari, Tamil Nadu-

629159, India, have changed 

my name from T Hariharan to 

Hariharan T vide affidavit no. 

IN-PB 91873537955585W, 

Dated 24-12-2024 before at 

Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Surjeet Kaur is legally 

Mother of No.2495099K Rank 

: Hav Name Baljit Singh 

Resident of Village Passi Bet, 

Post Office Safdar Pur, Teh 

Dasuya District Hoshiarpur, 

State Punjab, Pin-144205, 

have changed my Name from 

Surjit Kaur to Surjeet Kaur 

vide affidavit no.IN-PB 

91872629743697W Dated 

24-12-2024 before at Notary 

Ferozepur. 

I, Balveer Singh is 

legally Father of 

No.2495099K Rank : Hav 

Name Baljit Singh Resident of 

Village Passi Bet, Post Office 

Safdar Pur, Teh Dasuya 

District Hoshiarpur, State 

Punjab, Pin-144205, have 

changed my Name from 

Balvir Singh to Balveer Singh 

vide affidavit no.IN-

PB91871953929082W Dated 

24-12-2024 before at Notary 

Ferozepur. 
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Amajor ruckus was witnessed
during the monthly gener-

al house meeting between
municipal councillors of the
Congress-Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) alliance and Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) over Union
Home Minister Amit Shah’s
controversial remarks on BR
Ambedkar.

Congress and AAP coun-
cillors passed a motion against
Shah, calling for his resignation.
The arguments started when
BJP councillors levelled allega-
tions against the city mayor,
claiming that sand was lifted
from the Dhanas area at his
behest.

Following this, Congress-
AAP members entered the well
with a poster of Anil Masih, a
nominated councillor, and start-
ed raising slogans against him by
chanting "Vote Chor, Vote Chor"
(Vote Thief). This led to a scuf-
fle between Congress councillor
Gurpreet Singh and BJP coun-
cillor Kuljeet Singh Sandhu, as
Sandhu tried to snatch the

poster from Singh's hands.
BJP’s Anil Masih, who was

allegedly involved in tampering
with the mayoral polls held
earlier this year, shouted that
Congress leaders Sonia Gandhi,
Rahul Gandhi, and AAP lead-
ers Arvind Kejriwal and Manish
Sisodia were all “out on bail”. He
argued that the Congress had no
right to criticise others.

As the situation grew tense,
several councillors rushed in to
manage the chaos and calm
everyone down. Eventually, the
situation escalated to the point
where a ten-minute break had
to be announced to de-escalate
tensions.

Masih, the returning officer
for the Chandigarh mayoral
elections held on January 30, was
allegedly caught on camera
defacing eight votes from AAP
councillors in an apparent
attempt to sway the election
results in favour of the BJP. In
response to a show-cause notice
from the Supreme Court for
making a false statement, he later
issued an unconditional apolo-
gy to the court.
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Following the success of the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) in

the recently-concluded Punjab
municipal elections, state unit
president Aman Arora, accom-
panied by senior leaders and
Ministers, on Tuesday met
with AAP supremo Arvind
Kejriwal and national general
secretary Sandeep Pathak in
Delhi. The leaders, buoyed by
their impressive win, congrat-
ulated Kejriwal and the central
leadership, setting the tone for
a high-stakes strategy session
aimed at the upcoming Delhi
Assembly elections.

The municipal poll results
have reaffirmed AAP’s growing
foothold in Punjab, with the
party securing victory in 55
percent of the wards.
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Delhi Chalo Andolan 2.0 —
the ongoing farmers’

protests at the Punjab-Haryana
borders since February — has
entered a pivotal phase with
senior farmer leader Jagjit Singh
Dallewal’s indefinite hunger
strike crossing 29 days on
Tuesday at the Khanauri border.
Despite his frail condition and
deteriorating health, Dallewal
remained resolute in his demand
for a legal guarantee on mini-
mum support price (MSP) for
crops — a key issue that has
reignited nationwide attention,
while giving farmers a call to
stand united.

As the farmers’ movements
gain momentum, the Samyukta
Kisan Morcha (SKM) — the
pan-India farmers’ body that led
the 2020 farmers’ agitation
against Centre’s three farm laws
— has, as of now, decided to
refrain from directly joining the
ongoing protest, while pledging
to intensify efforts for unity and
dialogue. A meeting with the
President or Union Agriculture
Minister is slated for early
January to push forward their
demands.

Meanwhile, a Punjab-wide
shutdown has been announced
for December 30, with detailed
planning underway to ensure
widespread participation while
safeguarding essential services. A
meeting, to decide the strategy,
is slated for December 26.

Dallewal, despite his frail
health and after losing over 15
kilograms during the 29 days of
his hunger strike, on Tuesday
addressed the gathered farmers
from a specially-arranged stage.
Expressing his unwavering deter-
mination, Dallewal said: “This
fight is for every farmer in the
country. We must stand togeth-
er to ensure that the government
cannot ignore us” — emphasiz-
ing the need for solidarity across
states.

“I want to tell all of you that
I am alright…We have to win
this battle. This battle will be won
only if the whole country fights
unitedly…I want that the gov-
ernment should not be able to
evict us from here at any cost. If
it is not able to do so, then either
we will win or die, one of two
things will happen,” said the 70-
year-old in his over two-minute-
long speech.

The protest, organized
under the banners of Samyukta
Kisan Morcha (Non-Political) —
led by Dallewal; and Kisan
Mazdoor Morcha (KMM) — led
by Sarwan Singh Pandher, has
seen farmers camping at the
Shambhu and Khanauri border
points between Punjab and
Haryana since February 13, fol-
lowing repeated blockades pre-
venting their march to Delhi.

Despite setbacks, the move-
ment’s spirit remained unde-
terred, with nationwide candle-
light marches on Tuesday
evening, and solidarity initiatives
highlighting the farmers'
demands for justice and digni-
ty.

Dallewal’s hunger strike,
which began on November 26,
revolved around securing a legal
framework for MSP, a demand
central to ensuring economic
security for farmers and shield-
ing them from market volatility.
His hunger strike, however, has
taken a severe toll on his health.
Doctors monitoring the 70-year-
old leader have raised alarms
over high ketone levels, com-
promised immunity, and the
risk of cardiac arrest.

“The hunger strike has

severely weakened his immune
system, making him susceptible
to infection. His vital organs,
including his liver and kidneys,
are also showing signs of strain,”
said one of the doctors attend-
ing him.

SKM leaders, including
Prem Singh Bhangu, have con-
demned the “stubborn” stance of
both the Central and Punjab
Governments, accusing them
of ignoring farmers’ legitimate
grievances. Bhangu announced
plans to meet the President or
Agriculture Minister in January
to discuss the MSP issue and
other critical concerns. “Efforts
for unity among farmers con-
t inue,”
Bhangu
stated,
underscoring the importance of
a cohesive approach to amplify
their demands.

Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann has also called
on the Central Government to
engage in meaningful dialogue
with the farmers. Criticizing the
government’s inaction, Mann
remarked, “If Prime Minister
Modi can mediate between
Russia and Ukraine, why can’t he
address the concerns of farmers
just 200 kilometers away?” He
further compared the govern-
ment’s behaviour to a pigeon
closing its eyes to an approach-
ing cat, urging immediate action
to resolve the impasse.

Meanwhile, BJP leader
Harjit Singh Grewal shifted the
onus onto Mann, suggesting
that the Chief Minister should
facilitate talks between the farm-
ers and the Central Government.
However, Mann’s appeals for
dialogue appear to have gained
limited traction at the national
level.

The farmers’ protest has
received significant support from
various quarters. The Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak
Committee (SGPC) president
Harjinder Singh Dhami also
visited Dallewal at the Khanauri
border, extending prayers and
solidarity. Across the country, a
candlelight march was orga-
nized on Tuesday evening to rally
public awareness and support for
the farmers’ cause. These ges-
tures of solidarity have further
strengthened the movement’s
resolve.
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On December 26, a strategic

meeting was planned at
Khanauri, bringing together
trade unions, social and religious
organizations, and taxi unions to
finalize preparations for the
Punjab shutdown. Scheduled
for December 30, the strike will
exclude essential services such as
medical and emergency facilities
but will see other activities sus-
pended from 7 am to 4 pm.
Organizers hope the strike will
draw significant attention to the
farmers’ plight and pressurize the
government to act.

The current agitation follows
the landmark 2020-21 farmers'
protests, during which nation-
wide mobilization compelled
the government to repeal three
contentious farm laws. However,
the demand for a legally guar-
anteed MSP remains unresolved.
Critics argued that without this
guarantee, farmers remain vul-
nerable to market exploitation
and economic instability, under-
mining their livelihoods.

Dallewal’s pivotal role in
both the earlier protests and the
current movement has made
him a symbol of the farmers’
fight for justice. His appeal for
nationwide unity — “This bat-

tle can only be won if we stand
together” — has resonated
deeply among farmers and sup-
porters alike. Farmers from
Haryana have already joined
their Punjab counterparts,
adding weight to the move-
ment’s demands.
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Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on Tuesday
strongly criticized the Narendra
Modi-led Union Government
for its “step-motherly treatment”
towards farmers, accusing it of
ignoring their legitimate

demands.
In a

s c a t h i n g
statement, Mann lamented that
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
seems more focused on por-
traying himself as a “global
leader”, intervening in interna-
tional crises like the Russia-
Ukraine war, while remaining
apathetic to the struggles of
India's food growers.

Mann underscored the cru-
cial role farmers have played in
making India self-reliant in food
production. “When the country
faced a severe food production
crisis, it was the relentless efforts
of our farmers, particularly those
from Punjab, that ensured the
nation’s food security,” he said.
The Chief Minister highlighted
the sacrifices made by farmers,
including the overexploitation of
fertile soil and water resources,
to fill the national food pool.
Despite these contributions, the
Union government has shown
hostility toward farmers and
refused to even engage in dia-
logue with those protesting just
200 kilometers from the nation-
al capital.

Calling the government’s
approach “deplorable”, Mann
accused the Prime Minister of
prioritizing his global image
over the needs of India’s citizens.
He described the Union gov-
ernment's refusal to meet with
agitating farmers as a reflection
of its “haughty attitude” and
urged it to shed its arrogance.
“The Centre must stop waiting
for a special moment and
immediately open avenues for
meaningful dialogue with the
farmers,” he said, emphasizing

that resolving their grievances
is imperative in the larger pub-
lic interest.

The Chief Minister also
reminded the Union govern-
ment of its duty to honour and
address the contributions of
farmers. “These are the same
people who made the nation self-
reliant in food production dur-
ing its darkest times. Ignoring
their cries for help is not only
unfair but also shortsighted,” he
asserted. Mann’s remarks come
at a time when tensions between
the farmers and the government
have reached new heights, with
protests intensifying over
demands for a legal guarantee on
minimum support price (MSP)
and other critical issues.

Mann urged the Centre to
act swiftly, warning that further
delay would deepen the crisis.
“Listen to the farmers, and
resolve their issues before it’s too
late,” he said, calling for imme-
diate action to restore trust and
ensure justice for the backbone
of India's economy.
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Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on

Tuesday said that the State
Government is working for
welfare and upliftment of
farmers, labourers and the
people  belonging to
Scheduled Castes  and
Backward Classes. “Our goal
is to ensure the overall devel-
opment of the State. It is the
government's duty to protect
the honor and self-respect of
every citizen,” said Saini while
addressing the gathering at a
statue unveiling ceremony
organized by the Bharatiya Jat
Vikas Manch, along with the
villagers of Phoolkan, on the
occasion of  Maharaja
Surajmal's Balidan Diwas
in village Phoolkan of Sirsa
district.

Saini said that payments
for crop purchases are direct-
ly deposited into the farmers'
bank accounts through Direct

Benefit Transfer (DBT). So
far, Rs 1 lakh 25 thousand
crore has been credited to the
accounts of 12 lakh farmers
for their crop purchases. He
also said that due to delayed
rains during the Kharif season
this year; farmers had to
make additional irrigation
and other arrangements for
sowing their  crops.
Acknowledging the struggles
of the farmers, the govern-
ment provided Rs 825 crore at
the rate of Rs 2,000 per acre.
Furthermore, the government
has completely abolished the
Abiana that has been in place
since the British era and has
also waived off previous dues
amounting to Rs 133 crore.

Saini said that the state
government has taken many
unprecedented decisions in
the interest of farmers. Earlier,
there used to be disputes
between landowners and
farmers regarding land pos-
session and compensation
etc. Now, by implementing

the Agricultural Land Lease
Act, we have completely erad-
icated these disputes. The
Chief Minister said that the
lease holders who have been
occupying Shamlat land for
20 years have been given
ownership rights of that land.
Also, people living in houses
up to 500 square yards built
on Panchayat land in villages
have been given their owner-
ship rights. These people can
get their ownership rights by
getting the registry done at
the collector rate.

Earlier, the Chief Minister
unvei led the statue of
Maharaja Surajmal installed
in the village and also plant-
ed a sapling. Thereafter, he
paid floral tributes to the
statue of Baba Saheb Bhimrao
Ambedkar.
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Steadily transforming into
an industrial powerhouse,

Punjab, over the past 30
months, has attracted invest-
ments worth Rs 86,000 crore,
paving the way for the creation
of 3.92 lakh jobs.

Highlighting the State
Government’s unwavering
commitment to propelling
Punjab’s development through
industrialization, Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann on
Tuesday noted that companies
like Tata Steel and Sanatan
Textiles are among the many
leading firms eager to invest in
the state, citing Punjab's peace-
ful and harmonious environ-
ment as a significant factor dri-
ving this growth.

The Chief Minister empha-
sized that his government is
leaving no stone unturned in
ensuring Punjab’s transition to
a high-growth trajectory.
“Within just 30 months, we
have provided a massive boost

to industrialization, making
Punjab a sought-after destina-
tion for major industries,” said
Mann, adding that this
unprecedented industrial surge
has been supported by the
state’s top-tier infrastructure,
skilled workforce, and
favourable business environ-
ment.

Mann underscored his
government’s commitment to
empowering local youth, stat-
ing that job creation for
Punjabis is a non-negotiable
condition for all incoming
investors. “Our primary con-
dition for investors is that
employment opportunities
must prioritize local youth.
This ensures that the state’s
young talent actively con-
tributes to Punjab’s socio-eco-
nomic growth,” he asserted.

The Chief Minister
expressed pride in Punjab’s
ability to attract top-tier
investors who are leveraging
the state’s strategic advantages.
“Entrepreneurs benefit

immensely from our excellent
infrastructure, reliable power
supply, skilled human
resources, and exemplary
industrial culture. These factors
have positioned Punjab as a
rapidly emerging industrial
hub,” Mann said.

He further reassured
investors of the government’s
openness to innovative ideas
and partnerships to accelerate
industrial growth. “We are
always receptive to new con-
cepts and technologies that
can propel Punjab’s industrial
ecosystem to new heights,” he
added.

Mann reaffirmed his vision
for Punjab’s industrial future,
highlighting that this transfor-
mative wave of investment not
only uplifts the state’s economy
but also creates sustainable
livelihoods for its people. With
communal harmony and eco-
nomic growth working hand in
hand, Punjab is poised to
emerge as a national leader in
industrial development.
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Himachal Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu

inaugurated the Winter
Carnival Shimla  at The Ridge
on Tuesday and said that such
carnivals and festivals depict
the rich culture and traditions
of the State.

Sukhu said that it was the
present State Government who
started Winter Carnivals at
Shimla and Dharamshala for
the first time. He said that the
Winter Carnival Manali was
also being organized on a large
scale by the Government,
adding that  the State
Government was making
earnest efforts to harness the
tourism potential of the State so
that more and more tourists are
attracted towards the State
thereby it could become a most
favoured tourist destination.

He said that the
Government has issued a noti-
fication regarding opening of
restaurants and other eatable
shops round-the-clock from
23rd December 2024 to 5th
January, 2025 so that tourists
and visitors do not face any

inconvenience during their stays
in the State, adding that the State
Government would provide all
logistic assistance to the tourists.
He urged the visitors to enjoy
the carnival and snowfall and
also made a fervent appeal to all
to keep the State polythene free
by using dustbins.

The Chief Minister
expressed hope that hilly areas
of the State including Shimla
city would get another spell of
snowfall during Christmas and
New Year which will be an
added attraction for the
tourists. He said that he was
optimistic that there will be

good snowfall during this win-
ter season which goes a long
way in recharging our water
sources.

Sukhu also participated in
Mahanati and flagged off a cul-
tural parade on the occasion in
which participants from 11
districts took part.
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Over 170  roads, including
three national highways, were
closed in Himachal Pradesh
following snowfall in several
districts, officials said on

Tuesday. Many of these roads,
however, were made opera-
tional for traffic after removing
snow.  Snowfall was recorded
in the Kinnaur, Lahaul and
Spiti and the higher reaches of
Shimla, Kullu, Mandi, Chamba
and Sirmaur districts. A max-
imum 89 roads were closed in
Shimla, followed by 44 in
Kinnaur and 25 in Mandi.
Some areas were without elec-
tricity after 683 transformers
stopped working, the State
Emergency Operation Centre
said.

Officials have advised the
tourists to adhere to the advi-
sories issued by the district
administration and the police,
listen to suggestions from locals
and refrain from driving in the
snow. Khadrala received 24
cm of snow, followed by Sangla
(16.5 cm), Shillaro (15.3 cm),
Chopal and Jubbal (15 cm
each), Kalpa (13.7 cm), Nichar
(10 cm), Shimla (7 cm), Pooh
(6 cm) and Jot (5 cm). Snowfall
was also witnessed in the sub-
urbs of Manali and Dalhousie
since Monday while a few
places in the mid and lower
hills received light rain.
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Chandigarh: To enhance citizen convenience, the Punjab
Government on Tuesday digitized the issuance of visitor pass-
es for Civil Secretariat-I and II in Chandigarh. Informing, the
state Governance Reforms Minister Aman Arora said that the
move will eliminate the need for citizens and government offi-
cials to wait in queues for physical passes by streamlining vis-
itor pass application process. The Minister said that citizens
and government officials can conveniently apply for visitor
passes online via Connect portal — connect.punjab.gov.in or
at the Reception Counter of PCS-1 and PCS-2. Applicants can
also track status of their applications and view their pass his-
tory in real-time.
������������
������	�����	��������	���
Chandigarh: An official spokesperson of the Punjab State
Election Commission on Tuesday said that the Model Code
of Conduct, enforced from December 8, 2024, following the
announcement of election schedule for General/Bye Elections
to various municipalities in the State of Punjab, now ceases
to be in operation in the revenue estates of the concerned
Municipalities in the State with immediate effect, with the con-
clusion of Elections Schedule.
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Chandigarh: Punjab Governor and UT-Chandigarh
Administrator Gulab Chand Kataria on Tuesday wished every-
one in Punjab and Chandigarh a joyous and blessed
Christmas. Kataria, in his message, said: “Christmas is a time
to celebrate the values of love, compassion, and selflessness,
as taught by Jesus Christ. His teachings of kindness, forgive-
ness, and service to humanity inspire us to strive for a bet-
ter, harmonious world…The spirit of Christmas encourages
us to foster unity, share joy with those in need, and strength-
en the bonds of brotherhood within our communities. Let us
embrace this festive season as an opportunity to promote peace
and goodwill among all.”
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Chandigarh:Punjab government is running ‘Our Elderly, Our
Pride’ campaign, under which the department officials will
be going door-to-door to collect health-related information
about the elderly. The Social Security, Women and Child
Development Minister Dr Baljit Kaur said that it is essential
to conduct health surveys to ensure the well-being of elder-
ly and improve their quality of life. She emphasized that the
Government's primary goal is to honour the elderly and make
their lives more fulfilling. “Anganwadi supervisors would visit
each household to collect data through the M-Seva mobile
app. This app will display details of pensioners, including their
name, age, village, phone number, and health information,”
she said.
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Chandigarh: Lashing out at Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann for holidaying in Australia during days of Shaheedi fort-
night of four Sahibzade of Guru Gobind Singh ji, the SAD
on Tuesday asserted that even though the farmer agitation
was going on since almost one year, the Chief Minister was
least bothered to get the issue resolved. SAD chief spokesman
Arshdeep Singh Kler said that it was shocking to note that
Mann had opted to enjoy new year partied at a time when
Punjabis were quietly observing Shaheedi fortnight by pay-
ing tributes to four Sahibzade of Guru Gobind Singh Sahib
ji who were martyred during the month of Poh. “It is shame-
ful for the Chief Minister that he did not even bother to talk
to farmers and get their grievances resolved by talking to the
Prime Minister but instead gave political statements that the
Centre was not bothered about farmers,” he added.
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Panchkula: Alok Mittal on Tuesday took charge as Director
General of Haryana Anti-Corruption Bureau at its
Headquarters in Panchkula. After assuming charge, he
inspected the bureau's office, gathered information about the
official and staff work processes, and provided necessary guide-
lines. Mittal outlined his priorities, stating that the formation
of the Haryana Anti-Corruption Bureau aims to make the state
corruption-free. “To achieve this goal, we must all work as
an effective and efficient team,” he added. Mittal emphasized
that it is essential for every officer and employee in the bureau
to have clarity about their work. The clearer the understanding
of one's work, the better and more effective the work process
will be. The bureau will adopt a zero-tolerance policy against
corruption. No negligence in this matter will be tolerated, he
added.
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Rohtak: Senior Congress leader Bhupinder Singh Hooda on
Tuesday led the Baba Saheb Ambedkar Samman March in
Rohtak and alleged that the BJP government and its leaders
are constantly insulting the Constitution and its maker, Dr
BR Ambedkar. The protest march, attended by Congress MLAs
and workers, submitted a memorandum to the district author-
ities, condemning Shah’s remark as derogatory. Talking to
reporters, Former Chief Minister Hooda emphasised that the
nation will not tolerate such insults, citing the Congress party’s
role in creating the Constitution under Ambedkar’s leader-
ship. The participants included Bharat Bhushan Batra from
Rohtak, Shakuntala Khatak from Kalanaur (reserved) and
Balram Singh Dangi from Meham.
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Chandigarh: Haryana Government will run a special cam-
paign under the ‘Swachh Haryana Mission’ for institutional-
ising Swachhata and minimising pendency in government
offices. Haryana Chief Secretary Vivek Joshi has written a let-
ter to all Administrative Secretaries, Chief Administrators of
Boards/Corporations and Divisional & Deputy
Commissioners wherein guidelines have been issued to carry
out activities under this campaign as preparatory phase up
to December 31. 
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Chandigarh:Under a plan by the Haryana government, mod-
ern plants will be established in every district of the state to
generate electricity from waste. These plants will convert waste
into energy, contributing to both cleanliness in districts and
electricity production.  This decision was taken during a review
meeting of the Department of New and Renewable Energy,
chaired by Haryana Energy Minister Anil Vij. The meeting
included detailed discussions on the use of renewable ener-
gy and energy conservation strategies. It was also discussed
in the meeting that solar panels will be installed on all gov-
ernment buildings in the state. Departments will be direct-
ed to provide information about their buildings to facilitate
this process. Besides this, solar powerhouses will be set up
in each district to power streetlights using solar energy. During
the day, energy will be stored, which will then be used to sup-
ply electricity to street lights at night.
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Rohtak: In a shocking incident, a 25-year-old student from
in Sonipat district attempted to end his life by shooting him-
self in the head outside the History Department of the
Maharshi Dayanand University (MDU), Rohtak. Eyewitnesses
said he fell on the ground bleeding profusely after he shot him-
self. The weapon used in the act was reportedly a pistol meant
for shooting sports. The injured student, identified as Sumit,
a Bachelor of Physical Education (B.P. Ed) student at MDU,
was immediately rushed to Rohtak PGI, Rohtak by fellow stu-
dents. His condition is said to be critical. Authorities, includ-
ing officers from the PGI police station and a Forensic Science
Laboratory (FSL) team, arrived at the scene after getting infor-
mation about the incident to collect evidence and initiate an
investigation.
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Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on

Tuesday chaired a key meeting
for the metro expansion under
the Gurugram Metro Rail
Limited (GMRL) from
Millennium City Center to the
Railway Station, Sector-22, and
Cyber City in Gurugram.

Saini said that for the con-
venience of the residents of
Gurugram, the expansion of
the metro network between
Gurugram's Millennium City
Center to Railway Station,
Sector-22 and Cyber City will be
done. “This project aims to fur-
ther enhance connectivity, ease
traffic congestion, and provide
an efficient, eco-friendly trans-
port option for the city. A total
investment of Rs. 5452.72 crores
will be allocated for the suc-
cessful completion of the metro
expansion project. The con-
struction work is scheduled to
begin on May 1, 2025,” Saini
added.

In the meeting, Saini was
apprised that the Metro expan-
sion will take four years to
complete. He directed officers
concerned to accelerate the

work while ensuring minimal
inconvenience to residents dur-
ing construction. He directed the
officers to create a robust infra-
structure to benefit people for
the long term. He said that
whenever a major infrastructure
project is undertaken, the offi-
cers concerned should devise a
plan that ensures its longevity
and provides long-term benefits
to the people.

The Chief Minister was
apprised that an amount of  Rs
896.19 crore will be spent on this
project by the Central
Government and Rs 4556.53
crore by the Haryana
Government. Under this project,
a medium metro will be estab-
lished and it will operate on stan-
dard gauge. Besides this, the
Metro will be based on
Communication-Based Train
Control ( CBTC) signaling and
will have a maximum speed of
80 km/h. Initially, it will operate
with three coaches, expandable
to six.  It was further informed
that five underpasses and fly-
overs will also be constructed as
part of the project. Industry
Minister Rao Narbir Singh and
former MLA Bimla Chaudhary
were present on the occasion.
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State Bank of India, Chandigarh  

Chandigarh: Under CSR initiative, State Bank of India, 

Chandigarh Circle donated a school bus to Army Public 

School, Chandimandir in the presence ofShri. Ashwini Kumar 

Tewari, Managing Director of SBI, Shri. Kishan Kumar, Chief 

General Manager, SBI Chandigarh Circle,Maj. Gen. A.S. 

Rathore, Brig. Ajay Jamwal, Chairman Army Public School 

and Ms. Poonam Kohli, Vice Principal, APS Chandimandir. 

Through this endeavor the Bank has emphasized its 

commitment to Corporate Social Responsibility. This initiative 

is a part of SBI’s CSR endeavours, reflecting our deep-rooted 

commitment to education and community welfare.  

Inauguration of solar panel and laying of 

foundation stone of lifts at Harco Bank 

Headquarters 

Today: the Honorable Chairman of Harco Bank, Mr. Hukam 

Singh Bhati and Managing Director/CEO Dr. Praful Ranjan, 

in compliance with the guidelines of Chandigarh 

Administration, inaugurated a 30 kW solar panel on the roof 

of the building in the bank. On this occasion, Dr. Ranjan 

informed that the cost of this project is about Rs 16.50 lakh and 

its energy production capacity is 120 units per day, due to 

which the bank will save electricity worth about Rs 0.3.50 lakh 

per year and this is an excellent initiative taken by the bank in 

view of the environment. He also informed that the work of 

installing new lifts has been started in place of the 12 lifts 

installed in the headquarters and staff colony sector-20 

Panchkula of Harco Bank, which had become very old. Apart 

from this, he informed that the Bank had signed an agreement 

with Haryana Warehouse Corporation for the renovation work 

of Bank Headquarters Building, Chandigarh and Employee 

Training Centre, Panchkula, the work of which has been started 

and the building will be equipped in an excellent manner. 

Trident Group Honoured by Union Minister 

Giriraj Singh for Excellence in HR at TBD 

Textile Connect 

Punjab / Chandigarh : Trident Group, a global USD 2 

Billion+ conglomerate, was recognized for its outstanding 

human resources practices at the prestigious TBD Textile 

Connect – Textile & Apparel Industry HR Summit 

Excellence Awards. Supported by the Ministry of Textiles, 

Government of India, Trident Group swept key categories, 

including Best HR Practice, Best Employer Manufacturing, 

Excellence in Recruitment and Campus Hiring, and 

Workforce Diversity. The awards were presented by Giriraj 

Singh, Union Minister of Textiles, at an event recently held 

at Noida, who commended Trident Group for its leadership 

in driving HR innovation and fostering an inclusive and 

diverse workforce. These accolades underscore the Group's 

dedication to creating a thriving work environment that 

prioritizes employee development, diversity, and sustainable 

growth, driving its global success. 

‘We are deeply honoured to receive these esteemed awards 

from the Ministry of Textiles. This recognition validates our 

unwavering commitment to building a workplace where 

individuals from all backgrounds have the opportunity to 

excel. Fostering a culture of inclusion and continuous 

development remains paramount at Trident, and we are 

inspired to continue empowering our workforce and driving 

a more sustainable future’, said Pooja B Luthra, CHRO, 

Trident Group. 

 

“How Is Art Transforming Lives in 

BaghaPurana?” 

Bagha Purana Punjab: Amid the quiet rhythm of this small 

town, a revolution is taking shape. At its heart is 17-year-old 

Rajkanwar from Punjab Convent School, an Innovative 

entrepreneur who has turned his passion for art and social 

justice into a mission to empower the women of BaghaPurana. 

Through his brainchild, Artiverse, Rajkanwar is creating 

pathways for underprivileged and underrepresented women 

artists to share their talent with the world. Founded during 

Rajkanwar’s teenage years, Artiverse is more than a platform; 

it’s a movement. Combining the rich tapestry of traditional 

Punjabi artforms like Phulkari with contemporary business 

strategies, Artiverse equips women artisans with the tools to 

market their craft on a global stage. “These women carry 

centuries of tradition in their hands,” says Rajkanwar. “My goal 

is to amplify their voices and let the world see their brilliance.” 

Rajkanwar’s journey began in the tracks of BaghaPurana, 

where he grew up watching women weave intricate stories into 

their art. However, these creations often remained confined to 

local markets, undervalued and overlooked. Determined to 

change this narrative, he founded his Non-Profit Artiverse to 

provide these artisans with the resources, mentorship, and 

connections they need to succeed. He did not create Artiverse 

to sell products; it was about selling stories,” explains 

Rajkanwar. “Every stitch, every brushstroke has a narrative, 

and the world needs to hear it.”  Artiverse has since evolved 

into a powerhouse for creative business consulting, offering 

design guidance and much more. The impact has been 

profound. Women who once earned limited wages now run 

thriving small businesses, and their artwork has found homes 

across the globe. Rajkanwar’s work embodies the Sikh 

principle of sarbat da bhala—the welfare of all. But his efforts 

go beyond altruism. They challenge societal norms, advocate 

for gender equality, and bring financial independence to women 

who have long been marginalized. 

USP





Your hat is fantastic. It
makes you look more
Bavarian than any of

us,  the concierge quipped as
I entered the venue for the
coffee-and-cake event at a
resort in southern Germany.
Although he was stretching
the truth — I have neither
blonde hair nor blue eyes —
I accepted the compliment
with a coy smile. “Danke
schön,” I said, tipping my
woolen hat. Just then, anoth-
er guest remarked, “That’s a
pretty pin on your hat,” point-
ing to the delicate hand-craft-
ed Edelweiss flower. A cher-
ished gift from my friends,
Wolfgang and Amelie, the pin
symbolised a friendship that
began just a year ago, in this
very Bavarian town of
Schliersee.
The Wolfgangs — a hand-
some, warm-hearted couple
— are a testament to the
unexpected joy of friend-
ships made in middle age.
Our bond didn’t begin with
shared childhoods or decades
of history but with a simple
“hello” and an open heart.
The modest origins of our
connection and the way it
blossomed over the past year
defy the notion that meaning-
ful friendships are reserved

for youth. Our paths crossed
serendipitously during an
evening walk. 
A casual exchange of pleas-
antries evolved into deeper
conversations about life, cul-
ture, and shared interests.
What began as polite conver-
sation in an Alpine country-
side ended with an exchange
of coordinates and it contin-
ued with texting in the
months after. It is widely held
that the friends we make in
our formative years are the
ones who stay, while those
forged later in life are fleeting,
superficial, or driven by
necessity. This belief may
hold some truth; adulthood
brings with it obligations,
scepticism, and wariness. 
We become cautious in
extending ourselves. The

innocence of youthful cama-
raderie gives way to guarded
interactions, and we con-
vince ourselves that the win-
dow for profound friendship
has closed. Yet, the Wolfgangs
remind me that this window
is not sealed shut — it mere-
ly takes a little more effort to
open.
Friendships formed in middle
age are special not despite our
life experiences, but because
of them. We bring to these
connections a deeper sense of
self-awareness, empathy, and
appreciation. 
There’s no rush to impress or
to conform. The pressures of
youthful identity-building are
gone. In their place, we find
sincerity, authenticity, and
the willingness to value peo-
ple for who they truly are.
They remind us of the univer-
sality of human warmth and
curiosity. Meeting someone
from another country —
someone whose life, tradi-
tions, and language are differ-
ent — can feel like discover-
ing an entirely new world. 
And when such encounters
lead to genuine friendship,
they break down the invisible
walls that geography and cul-
ture often build around us.
There is also a profound joy

in the intentionality of these
connections. In our younger
years, friendships are often
born of proximity — class-
mates, neighbours, or college
roommates. As adults, friend-
ships require deliberate effort.
This intentionality infuses
middle-aged friendships with
a depth and resilience that can
be even more rewarding than
the bonds of our youth. I
think back to the pin on my
hat — that delicate Edelweiss
— and I see it as a metaphor
for these kinds of friend-
ships. The Edelweiss, a rare
Alpine flower, thrives in chal-
lenging conditions. 
It symbolises courage, devo-
tion, and the willingness to
climb new heights. Like the
flower, friendships made in
middle age might take more
effort to cultivate, but they are
hardy, resilient, and precious.
A year after that first meeting,
I found myself once again in
Schliersee last month, sharing
coffee and cake with the
Wolfgangs, laughing over our
language blunders and cultur-
al quirks. It is never too late
to make friends. 

(The author is a columnist
and writing coach based in

Dubai. Views are
personal)

The curtains have fallen on one of the most illustrious chapters in Indian cinema.
Shyam Benegal, the pioneering filmmaker who redefined storytelling in Indian cin-
ema, passed away at the age of 90 on December 23, 2024. He succumbed to

chronic kidney disease at Wockhardt Hospital in Bombay Central. Known as the father
of Indian parallel cinema, Benegal’s legacy remains etched in the heart of Indian film-
making, his films celebrated for their realism, depth, and transformative impact on soci-
ety.  Born on December 14, 1934, Benegal celebrated his milestone 90th birthday just
days ago, surrounded by close family and friends. Yet, even in his twilight years, the
veteran filmmaker remained deeply connected to his art. Benegal’s career was marked
by his groundbreaking contribution to the Indian New Wave movement in the 1970s
and 1980s. With films like  ‘Ankur’ (1974), ‘Nishant’ (1975), ‘Manthan’ (1976), and
‘Bhumika’ (1977), he charted a new cinematic course that delved into realism and social

commentary, a stark contrast to the formulaic
escapism of mainstream Bollywood. 
His films gave voice to the marginalised and explored
themes of gender, class struggles, and rural India, bring-
ing to light the unseen facets of Indian society.
‘Nishant’, a harrowing tale of oppression and resis-
tance, and ‘Manthan’, inspired by Dr. Verghese Kurien’s
milk cooperative movement, became cult classics. The
latter, crowdfunded by 500,000 farmers, stands as a
testament to Benegal’s ability to connect with grass-
roots realities. The film, India’s official entry for the 1976
Academy Awards, exemplified his commitment to
blending art with advocacy. Benegal’s films also

became a platform for some of India’s finest acting talents. Actors like Shabana Azmi,
Naseeruddin Shah, Smita Patil, and Om Puri found their early footing in his films. Azmi,
who debuted in Benegal’s ‘Ankur’, recently shared a poignant moment from his 90th
birthday celebrations, underscoring the indelible bond they shared. His collaboration with
screenwriter Vijay Tendulkar produced narratives that were both poignant and thought-
provoking, winning multiple National Awards. From ‘Junoon’ to ‘Netaji Subhas Chandra
Bose: The Forgotten Hero’, Benegal’s oeuvre showcased an unmatched versatility, span-
ning historical dramas, rural sagas, and contemporary commentaries. Earlier this year,
‘Manthan’ was restored and screened at the Cannes Film Festival under the Cannes Classics
segment, reiterating the timeless relevance of Benegal’s vision. Despite his declining
health, the event underscored his enduring influence on global cinema. Benegal’s sto-
rytelling was never confined to entertainment. His films were instruments of change,
questioning societal norms and sparking dialogues. His pioneering approach laid the
foundation for generations of filmmakers who sought to marry art with social respon-
sibility.  Rest in peace, Shyam Benegal, the maestro who showed us the soul of India
through his lens.

Adieu Shyam Benegal

POPCORN PRICING DEBATE
Madam— The recent decision by the GST
Council has turned popcorn from a sim-
ple snack into a focal point of economic
debate. Under the new rules, salted pop-
corn is taxed at 5 per cent, packaged pop-
corn at 12 per cent, and sugar-flavoured
popcorn at 18 per cent. This decision rais-
es questions about the priorities of the tax
structure while adding complexity to peo-
ple’s daily lives. Will samosas, tea, and water
also be classified into tax categories based
on taste and packaging? 
The tax determination for popcorn signals
that the government is exploring every pos-
sible avenue to increase revenue. The
aroma of popcorn in cinemas might now
bring concerns about tax slabs before the
joy of taste. Popcorn, once a symbol of
social equality, has now become a mark-
er of class division due to the 5 per cent
and 18 per cent tax differential. This deci-
sion could negatively impact the Rs 1,200
crore popcorn industry, pushing people
toward cheaper alternatives. The govern-
ment must recognise that such decisions
add to the burden on citizens already grap-

pling with inflation. Popcorn is no longer
just a snack but a representation of the
complexities of policymaking.

RK Jain | Barwani

TRIBES PROTECT NATURE 
Madam —It is a great irony that all the well-
educated and better-placed-in-life popu-
lations are destroying nature and damag-
ing the environment; it is the indigenous
tribes across the world who are supposed-
ly backward and primitive who are doing
their best to protect it. The bond between
nature and her people has all but broken
down in all urban centres, and the city
dwellers do not think twice about their
lifestyles, which is slowly destroying the
environment. After all, we, the human race,
are not the sole inhabitants of the planet,
and other living creatures are co-inheritors
too. It is time for all the nations with trib-
al populations to learn from them on how
to care for and protect the planet. 

Anthony Henriques  | Mumbai

STRENGTHENING INDIA- KUWAIT TIES 
Madam —The two-day visit of PM
Narendra Modi to Kuwait will further
boost the bilateral ties between two histor-
ically friendly nations. This is the first visit
by any Indian prime minister to the Gulf
nation in 43 years. Though India and
Kuwait have enjoyed traditionally friend-
ly relations, which date back to the pre-oil
era of Kuwait when maritime trade with
India was the backbone of its economy,
India and most Arab countries, especial-
ly Kuwait, have enjoyed very cordial rela-
tions based on mutual trust and people-
to-people contact, nurtured over several
millennia. Till 1961, the Indian rupee was
the legal currency tender of Kuwait till it
introduced its currency, the Kuwaiti Dinar
(KWD). This was a symbol of enduring
economic and cultural centuries between
two brother nations.
PM Modi was conferred with Kuwait’s
highest civilian honour, the prestigious
“Order of Mubarak Al Kabeer. The Order
of Mubarak Al Kabeer’ is a knighthood
order of Kuwait. It is awarded to heads of
state and foreign sovereigns and members
of foreign royal families in a sign of friend-
ship and has been previously awarded to
foreign leaders like Bill Clinton, Prince
Charles, George Bush, King Salman Bin
Saud, and King Hussein of Jordan. This
visit of PM Modi holds great significance
as current global volatility requires better
cooperation and stability among nations,
especially among regional players, for
energy security, and India’s desire for sta-
bility in the Gulf region, beside Kuwait,
holds significant strategic importance.
The Kuwait Investment Authority (KIA)
has the world’s oldest and fifth largest sov-
ereign wealth fund, valued around US $1
trillion, which has US $969 billion in assets
under its management. This visit of PM
Modi has heralded a new era of friendship,
which will further boost trade, cooperation,
and peace at a time when economic con-
cerns and regional stability dictate are of
the foremost importance in the formation
of political alliances.

Ramesh G Jethwani | Bengaluru
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Tourists visit the historical Jantar Mantar, in Jaipur PTI LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

With passing of Shyam Benegal, Indian cinema has lost a

luminary, but his films will continue to illuminate and educate 

northeast. In the central
Sagaing region, Mandalay, the
second largest city after
Yangon, came under rocket
attack last month and National
Highway 3 from Mandalay to
China border, was under resis-
tance control. In sum, the
Junta controls less than 50 per
cent of the land but has the
majority of the population in
it. These are Bmar-predomi-
nant areas in Sagaing,
Irrawaddy Delta, the new cap-
ital Naypidaw and Yangon.
They are likely to lose more
ground next year despite pres-
sure from the Chinese on
EAOs. Beijing is the key play-
er in Myanmar’s economy and
is deeply invested in business
and industry. Beijing is nurs-
ing the Junta and its leader,
Hlaing. 
He was invited to meet PM Li
Qiang after attending the
Greater Mekong Subregional
Summit at Kunming last
month. China is replenishing
the Junta’s military arsenal – so
is Russia – including three
fighter jets with assured
ammunition supply. It wants to
locate a private security com-
pany (like in Pakistan) for the
protection of its strategic assets
like China Myanmar
Economic Corridor (CMEC)
containing oil and gas
pipelines along with a railway
link from Kunming to
Kyaukphyu. 
Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi is a frequent visitor to
Myanmar though most people
resent Chinese support for
the Junta and its presence. 
The Chinese consulate in

Mandalay came under attack
recently.  Theoretically, an
election could be held contin-
gent upon the ground situation
in November next year. Even
with low turnout and rigging
an election will be manipulat-
ed. ASEAN’s problem is
Myanmar after the failure of its
five-point consensus peace
formula. Many meetings have
been held with and without
Myanmar representation with-
out any light at the end of the
tunnel. During the 18
December talks in Bangkok,
with Myanmar’s neighbouring
countries, Foreign Secretary
Vikram Misri, a former
Ambassador in Myanmar, dis-
cussed prospects for elections
with Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Than
Shwe. 
There was a separate set of
talks with stakeholders from
non-neighbouring countries. 
India’s stakes are high given
competition with China, a
disturbed situation in its
northeast and a troubling rela-
tionship developing with
Bangladesh. Myanmar is a
pivotal land bridge for its Act
East policy, the Asean Trilateral
Highway and the security of its
Eastern frontier. 
The junta’s loss of control in
Rakhine and Chin states has
created an adverse situation
along the border with
Mizoram and a broken
Manipur. While India is not
proactive like China, its new
policy pronouncement – old
wine in a new bottle – is
“immediate cessation of vio-
lence, peaceful resolution of

the ethnic issue through a
genuine federal democracy
where the process should be
Myanmar-owned and
Myanmar-driven.
While Delhi has taken its time
to engage resistance groups, it
did organise one-and-a-half
track meetings with select
EAOs and Junta separately. In
November, it first engaged
Junta officials followed by
EAOs who met the Joint
Secretary (Bangladesh- Sri
Lanka- Myanmar) at the
Indian Council for World
Affairs. In September, it had
met representatives from Chin,
Rakhine, Sagaing and Magwe
who are already in refugee
camps in Mizoram. 
While India has not opened
humanitarian corridors to
these areas it is providing
food, fuel medicines across the
border. But that is not enough
as they also want weapons and
cash. Delhi does not want to
annoy the Junta with which it
has little leverage, unlike
China. NUG was not invited
to Delhi though it is being
engaged back channel. India
has to get real; be proactive,
take risks and support AA and
Chin rebels as its Act East pol-
icy is pivoted in areas under
their control. It can’t dump the
Junta as it will be a key con-
stituent of any outcome. 

(The writer, a retired Major
General, was Commander,

IPKF South, Sri Lanka, and
founder member of the

Defence Planning Staff, cur-
rently the Integrated Defence

Staff. The views expressed 
are personal)

India recalibrates
Myanmar strategy

After four years of civil
war in Myanmar,
India has quietly
changed its policy
towards the Junta

from one of total and unfailing
support following its coup against
democracy to one of nuanced
support. Junta leader General
Min Aung Hlaing has been advo-
cating holding elections for the
last four years but only now with
China’s assistance, they are slat-
ed for 2025. China is playing with
both sides: supporting the Junta
as well as some EAOs (Ethnic
Armed Organisations) especial-
ly in the north contiguous with its
Yunan province. India too has
shifted the goalposts but less
perceptibly and engaging some
EAOs and the National Unity
Government (NUG) after the
Junta lost its control in the
Rakhine and Chin territories
along India and Bangladesh bor-
ders. 
Last week the Junta’s control of the
ground began crumbling fur-
ther with the loss of Ann,
Headquarters Western Military
Command, the second military
command to fall to resistance
groups. Junta has lost two airports
– Thandwe (Rakhine) and
Lashio and 75 towns and cities
out of some 340 of them. It has
also lost control of six border trad-
ing posts. 40 of 70 towns in
Rakhine have been captured by
the Arakan Army which is part
of the Three Brotherhood
Alliance, the other two being
MNDAA and TNLA. 
Two critical seaports on the west
coast – India-operated Sittwe
and Chinese-owned Kyaukphyu
– are on AA’s target list next year
unless Beijing can dissuade it
from attacking Kyaukphu though
the loss of Ann has opened the
gates to it. Magaung is the other
target in Rakhine.  
On the Thailand border, the
Karen National Union took
Manerplaw, the Junta losing pos-
session after 30 years. A human-
itarian corridor with Thailand has
existed with the help of the Junta.
In the North, TBA has been per-
suaded by China to go slow
against the Junta, and not support
NUG and the People’s Defence
Force. The Kachin Independence
Army has seized Bemo and
Mansi, popular tourist areas in the

PV Sindhu marries Venkata Datta Sai 

LAST WEEK THE
JUNTA’S CONTROL

OF THE GROUND
BEGAN CRUMBLING
FURTHER WITH THE

LOSS OF ANN,
HEADQUARTERS

WESTERN MILITARY
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THE SECOND
MILITARY 
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Across cultures and ages: The

beauty of unexpected friendships

I
ndian badminton star Pusarla Venkata Sindhu,
a two-time Olympic (silver and bronze)
medallist, is married to Venkata Datta Sai in

Udaipur. Sindhu, a five-time World
Championship medallist, a few days ago,
clinched the Syed Modi India International title
and announced her engagement via an
Instagram post on December 14, 2024, that cap-
tured a memorable moment with the couple
holding their rings and smiling from ear to ear.
The wedding festivities began on December 20th

in the lake city of Rajasthan at the reclusive and
majestic Raffles Udaipur Resort. Pre-wedding
festivities included sangeet, haldi, and mehen-
di ceremonies. The families, long-time acquain-
tances, planned the wedding swiftly to accom-
modate Sindhu’s training schedule. 
Union Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat
(shockingly, he was wearing a black kurta in an
auspicious ceremony, even as a Hindu party
leader) shared a captivating photo of the cou-
ple, offering his blessings. Now the reception
is scheduled in Sindhu’s native city, Hyderabad,
on December 24. Congratulations to the darling
daughter of Mother India, P. V. Sindhu, and her
husband, Venkata Datta Sai. Best wishes to the
newlyweds for a wonderful & eternal married
life. Whatsoever, the first image of the wedding
has already captivated hearts, setting the tone
for the couple’s happily ever after. 
Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee | Faridabad

ASHOK K MEHTA

ASHA KUMAR IYER

The unexpected joy of forging meaningful friendships in middle age defies

the common belief that the best opportunities for connection are behind us

The stakes are high for India, balancing its Act East policy, border security and
competition with China, all against the backdrop of a fractured Myanmar
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ATAL JI PRESIDED
OVER THE

CREATION OF THE
NDA, WHICH

REDEFINED
COALITIONS IN

INDIAN POLITICS.
HE BROUGHT

PEOPLE
TOGETHER AND

MADE NDA A
FORCE FOR

DEVELOPMENT,
NATIONAL

PROGRESS AND
REGIONAL

AMBITIONS

The faithful recognise the profound benefits of chanting or reading
sacred texts, mantras, and scriptures like the Hanuman Chalisa and
Sundar Kand. These practices are especially embraced by large

numbers on auspicious days such as Tuesdays and Saturdays.The vibra-
tions generated by reading these sacred books and meditating on the
mantras foster positive thoughts, beautify the mind, and empower us
to overcome internal obstacles and dispel negativity clouding our per-
spective. Yet, many of us struggle to engage in these practices regular-
ly, often citing demanding schedules and lack of time. 
As spiritual leader Sri Sri Ravi Shankar observes, “The time given to the
Divine is the least.” Consequently, we neglect to devote quality time to
the Lord, remembering Him only in moments of distress. Even when
time is found, many face difficulties focusing, maintaining clarity, or chant-
ing with proper intonation. The mind frequently drifts into worldly con-
cerns.

To aid this practice, here is a simple version of Sundar Kand:
Ram Ram Jai Ram
Ram Jai Ram Ram
Peaceful, Compassionate, Sinless,
One served by Brahma and Shambhu,
One who appears in human form by Maya,
O Raghuvar, I bow to you.
You are my innermost Self. 
Liberate me, O Lord,
Instill devotion within me.
O Lord Hanuman, epitome of strength, knowledge, and wisdom, embold-
ened by Jambavanth’s counsel, set out to cross the mighty ocean in
search of Sita. He triumphed over the demoness Surasa and reached
Lanka under the cover of night. Guided by divine intuition, he discov-
ered Sita and presented her with Lord Ram’s ring, bowing at her feet
and seeking her blessings. Hanuman then wreaked havoc in Ashok
Vatika—eating fruits, breaking branches, and shaking trees. 
Allowing himself to be captured by the asuras, he was taken to Ravana’s
court. There, he urged Ravana to repent and return Sita to Lord Ram.
Ravana, consumed by ego, refused and instead set Hanuman’s tail ablaze.
In response, Hanuman used the fire to destroy Lanka’s golden city. Before
departing, Hanuman comforted Sita and took her Chudamani (jewel) as
a token for Lord Ram. On returning, he presented it to Ram, who embraced
him, deeply moved by his devotion and bravery. When asked how he
accomplished the task, Hanuman humbly replied that nothing is impos-
sible with the grace of Lord Ram. Lord Ram then instructed Sugreev to
assemble the army and seek the ocean’s permission to cross into Lanka.
Meanwhile, Mandodari, Ravana’s queen, warned him of the dire con-
sequences of his actions and implored him to release Sita, but he refused.
Ravana’s virtuous brother Vibheeshan also advised him to repent, cau-
tioning that even Lord Shiva would disapprove of his deeds. 
Ignoring all advice, Ravana’s stubbornness led Vibheeshan to abandon
Lanka and seek refuge at Lord Ram’s feet. Recognising his righteous-
ness, Lord Ram crowned Vibheeshan as the future king of Lanka. Ravana
sent spies disguised as messengers to gather information on Lord Ram’s
plans. They returned with alarming news and urged Ravana to free Sita,
but he remained defiant. With the help of Nal and Neel, Lord Ram con-
structed the Setu bridge to cross the ocean. Along the way, he released
the river Sarayu from its curse and advanced toward Lanka. This time-
less Sundar Kand, penned by Tulsidas, continues to inspire and guide
devotees on their spiritual journey.

(The writer is the CEO of Chhattisgarh East Railway Ltd.and
Chhattisgarh East West Railway Ltd. He is a faculty of the Art of

Living; views are personal)

FIRSTCOLUMN
THE ETERNAL WISDOM

OF SUNDAR KAND

The first time I saw New
York City during the
holidays, I was 19, a

college freshman on a whirl-
wind trip with my friends. It
was my first real taste of win-
ter-snow, bitter cold, and the
kind of brisk air that turns your
cheeks red. Coming from a
place where Christmas meant
palm trees with twinkle lights,
the sight of NYC blanketed in
snow felt like stepping into a
new world. I didn’t know it
then, but that trip would spark
a love affair with the city that
would eventually bring me
back here five years later.
My First Snow, My First NYC
Christmas
I still remember how the snow
caught me off guard. It wasn’t
the gentle, picture-perfect kind
I’d imagined from movies. It
was harsh, relentless, and

absolutely freezing. Walking
through Times Square that
Black Friday, bundled up in
layers that still didn’t feel like
enough, I saw the city come
alive in a way that felt electric.
It wasn’t just the towering bill-
boards or the endless sales
signs luring shoppers into
stores at all hours of the night.

It was the energy-the palpable
hum of people chasing holiday
deals while dodging each other
in the snow. It was chaotic,
overwhelming, and unforget-
table. Somewhere in the mad-
ness of flashing lights and icy
sidewalks, I knew I wanted to
come back someday-not as a
visitor, but as someone who
belonged here.
The Magic of NYC’s Holiday
Icons
During that trip, we did all the
things you’re supposed to do
when you’re experiencing
Christmas in New York for the
first time. We saw the
Rockefeller Center tree, tower-
ing above the skating rink,
every inch of it glowing like it
had been plucked from a fairy-
tale. The cold bit at my fingers
as we stood there, taking it all
in. For a moment, the crowds

and the cold faded away, leav-
ing only the soft twinkle of the
lights and the awe of standing
in front of something so icon-
ic.
The Met was another world
entirely. As someone who’d
only read about it in books,
stepping into its grandeur felt
surreal. Wandering through
the exhibits, I found myself
captivated by the way history
and art came alive here.
Outside, the snow was falling
again, but I was too caught up
in the beauty around me to
notice the cold.
The Broadway Moment That
Changed Everything
That trip wasn’t just about the
sights; it was about the
moments that stayed with me
long after I left. One of those
moments was seeing Phantom
of the Opera on Broadway.

Sitting in that theater, watch-
ing the chandelier crash and
the Phantom’s haunting story
unfold, I felt a kind of magic I
couldn’t quite explain. It was
more than just a show-it was
a moment that made me feel
alive in a way I hadn’t before.
Walking out of the theater into
the snowy night, the sounds of

the orchestra still echoing in
my mind, I felt a connection to
the city that I couldn’t shake.
It was as if New York had
opened its arms to me and
whispered, “Come back.”
Coming Full Circle
Five years later, I did come
back. I’d dreamed of living in
New York ever since that first

trip, and now here I was, not
as a wide-eyed tourist, but as
someone calling the city home.
It’s funny how those early
memories still feel so vivid, like
they’re a part of me.
Walking through Times
Square today, I still think
about that freezing Black
Friday night when I braved the
snow for the first time. Seeing
the Rockefeller tree now brings
back flashes of that first trip-
standing in awe of its beauty
and dreaming about a future
that somehow feels like the
present now. Even when I
catch a Broadway show, I can’t
help but remember how
Phantom of the Opera made
me fall in love with this city in
the first place.
The Spirit of a NYC
Christmas
There’s something timeless

about Christmas in New York.
No matter how many years
pass or how many times you
see it, the magic never fades.
The snow still glistens, the
lights still dazzle, and the city
still hums with that unmistak-
able holiday energy.
For me, it’s not just about the
sights or the snow-it’s about
how this city makes you feel.
It’s about the way it wraps you
up in its chaos, its beauty, and
its magic, and leaves you with
memories that last a lifetime.
A White Christmas in New
York City isn’t just a holiday-
it’s a story. And for me, it’s the
story of a 19-year-old who fell
in love with the snow, the
lights, and the city that would
one day become home!
(The writer is a researcher at

Johns Hopkins University;
views are personal)

Dreaming of a White Christmas in New York City

Sacred texts and mantras hold a
timeless power to uplift the soul

RAVI VALLURI

NARENDRA MODI

Today, as we mark the 100th Jayanti of Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, we celebrate the life

and legacy of a statesman whose vision and leadership continue to inspire generations

Atal ji: The statesman
with vision and resolve 

the social sector, an initiative like
the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan high-
lights how Atal Ji dreamt of build-
ing an India where modern educa-
tion is accessible to people across
the nation, particularly for the poor
and marginalised sections. At the
same time, his government
presided over many economic
reforms which set the stage for
India’s economic surge after sever-
al decades of following an econom-
ic philosophy which encouraged
cronyism and stagnation.
A wonderful example of Vajpayee
Ji’s leadership can be seen in the
summer of 1998. His Government
had just assumed office and on
11th May, India conducted the
Pokhran tests, known as Operation
Shakti. These tests exemplified
the prowess of India’s scientific
community. 
The world was stunned that India
had done the tests and expressed
their anger in no uncertain terms.
Any ordinary leader would have
buckled, but Atal Ji was made dif-
ferently. And what happened?
India stood firm and resolute with
the government calling for anoth-
er set of tests two days later, on 13th
May! If the tests of the 11th showed
scientific skill, the ones on 13th
showed true leadership. It was a
message to the world that gone
were the days when India would
buckle under threats or pressure.
Despite facing international sanc-
tions, the then NDA government
of Vajpayee Ji stood firm, articulat-
ing India’s right to safeguard its sov-
ereignty while simultaneously
being the strongest proponent of
world peace.
Atal Ji understood Indian democ-
racy and also the need to make it
stronger. Atal Ji presided over the
creation of the NDA, which rede-
fined coalitions in Indian politics.
He brought people together and

made NDA a force for develop-
ment, national progress and
regional ambitions. His
Parliamentary brilliance was seen
throughout his political journey.
He belonged to a party with a
handful of MPs but his words were
enough to rattle the might of the
all-powerful Congress Party that
time. As Prime Minister, he blunt-
ed the criticisms of the Opposition
with style and substance. His was
a career spent largely in the
Opposition benches but never car-
ried any trace of bitterness against
anyone, even though the Congress
stooped to new lows by going to
the extent of calling him a traitor! 
He was also not one to cling on to
power through opportunistic
means. He preferred to resign in
1996 instead of following the path
of horse-trading and dirty politics.
In 1999, his Government was
defeated by 1 vote. 
A lot of people told him to chal-
lenge the immoral politics happen-
ing then but he preferred to go by
the rules. Eventually, he came
back with another resounding
mandate from the people. When it
comes to commitment to protect-
ing our Constitution too, Atal Ji
stands tall. He was deeply impact-
ed by the martyrdom of Dr. Syama
Prasad Mookerjee. Years later, he
was a pillar of the anti-Emergency
movement. In the run-up to the
1977 elections after the Emergency,
he agreed to merger of his own
Party (Jan Sangh) into the Janata
Party. I am sure it would have been
a painful decision for him and the
others, but safeguarding the
Constitution was all that mattered
to him.
It is also noteworthy how deeply
rooted Atal Ji was in Indian culture.
Upon becoming India’s External
Affairs Minister, he became the first
Indian leader to speak in Hindi at

the United Nations. This one ges-
ture showcased his immense pride
in India’s heritage and identity, leav-
ing an indelible mark on the glob-
al stage. 
Atal Ji’s persona was magnetic
and his life was enriched by his love
for literature and expression. A pro-
lific writer and poet, he used
words to inspire, provoke thought,
and even offer solace. His poetry,
often reflective of his inner strug-
gles and hopes for the nation, con-
tinues to resonate with people
across age groups. 
For so many Bharatiya Janata
Party Karyakartas like me, it is our
privilege that we were able to
learn and interact with a person
like Atal Ji. His contribution to the
BJP was foundational. 
In those days to spear-head an
alternative narrative to the domi-
nant Congress showed his great-
ness. Alongside stalwarts like Shri
L.K. Advani Ji and Dr. Murli
Manohar Joshi Ji he nurtured the
party from its formative years,
guiding it through challenges, set-
backs and triumphs. Whenever the
choice came between ideology
and power, he always chose the for-
mer. He was able to convince the
nation that an alternative world
view from the Congress was pos-
sible and such a world view could
deliver.
On his 100th Jayanti, let us reded-
icate ourselves to realising his
ideals and fulfilling his vision for
India. Let us strive to build an India
that embodies his principles of
good governance, unity, and
progress. Atal Ji’s unwavering belief
in the potential of our nation con-
tinues to inspire us to aim higher
and work harder.

(This tribute to the visionary
statesman late former PM Atal

Bihari Vajpayee has been penned
by PM Narendra Modi)

Today, 25th December is a very
special day for all of us. Our
nation marks the 100th Jayanti
of our beloved former Prime
Minister, Shri Atal Bihari

Vajpayee Ji. He stands tall as a statesman
who continues to inspire countless peo-
ple. 
Our nation will always be grateful to Atal
Ji for being the architect of India’s tran-
sition into the 21st century. When he took
oath as PM in 1998 our nation had passed
through a period of political instability.
In about 9 years we had seen 4 Lok Sabha
elections. The people of India were get-
ting impatient and also sceptical about
governments being able to deliver. It was
Atal Ji who turned this tide by providing
stable and effective governance. Coming
from humble roots, he realised the
struggles of the common citizen and the
transformative power of effective gover-
nance. 
One can see the long-term impact of Atal
Ji’s leadership in so many sectors around
us. His era marked a gigantic leap in the
world of Information Technology, tele-
com and communications. This was par-
ticularly important for a nation like ours,
which is also blessed with a very dynam-
ic Yuva Shakti. The NDA Government
under Atal Ji made the first serious
attempt to make technology accessible to
the common citizens. At the same time,
there was foresight in connecting India.
Even today, most people recall the
Golden Quadrilateral Project, which
connected the length and breadth of
India. Equally notable were the Vajpayee
Government’s efforts to enhance local
connectivity as well through initiatives
like the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak
Yojana.  Similarly, his Government gave
a push to metro connectivity by doing
extensive work for the Delhi Metro,
which stands out as a world-class infra-
structure project. 
Thus, the Vajpayee Government not only
boosted economic growth but also
brought distant regions closer, fostering
unity and integration. When it comes to

The first snowfall and the twinkle of lights on the Rockefeller tree—there’s a certain magic that makes Christmas in New York unforgettable

SHREYA DAYAL
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Where does Santa live? It’s a trickier question to answer than you may think
THHE CONVERSATION n QUEENS-
LAND

Sending a letter to Santa can be
difficult as no one can agree on

where exactly Santa lives. Several
countries are competing to claim
Santa as one of their citizens.
Finland’s tourism industry suggests
Korvatunturi in Lapland is where
Santa keeps his workshop, and the
link between Santa and Lapland
brings in hundreds of millions of
tourist dollars.
Danes say Santa is in Greenland.
Sweden suggests Mora is the place,
and has built the theme park
Santaworld.
These places certainly look the part
with white snow in winter and
reindeer. They’re also close to the
North Pole.
Not so jolly traditions: They also
have old and often quite disturbing
folklore about the man in red.
Pagan Finns celebrated St Knut’s
Day in wintry January by having
men in furry jackets, the nuuttipuk-
ki, go from house to house with a
sack of presents. Except the
nuuttipukki weren’t giving gifts and
would likely make children cry.

They came demanding gifts and
would curse bad luck to any house-
hold not handing over a present.
Eventually the gift grabbing nuut-
tipukki became the gift giving
Joulupukki. Like other northern tra-
ditions such as the Yule Lads of
Iceland, this visitor gave gifts but
only to well behaved children.
By the 19th century, Santa Claus was
settled in popular awareness more
or less what we think of now: a jolly
old man with a beard, a sleigh, rein-
deer and presents, living some-
where northern and cold. That
image built on but sanitised the
more grotesque European folklores
of elves, gnomes and other supernat-
ural creatures who either brought or
demanded gifts.
But standardising Santa’s appear-
ance did not settle where he actu-
ally lived and worked.
In the mid-19th century the illus-
trator Thomas Nast portrayed
Santa as a jolly old man in Harper’s
Weekly, and the illustration and the
archetype took off. But Nast just
showed Santa in a wintry land-
scape.
It could have been the North Pole,
and no one in 1866 had actually

been to the Pole. No explorer
reached there until 1926, leaving
Santa, if he did live there, undis-

turbed in his workshop.
Santa and territorial disputes: 
The medieval and pagan mytholo-

gies in Finland and Scandinavia
give some credibility to these coun-
tries’ efforts to claim Santa as their

own. After all, these are old legends.
Other countries take a more mod-
ern approach. The Canadian gov-
ernment makes sure Christmas
happens each year by allowing
Santa to travel through Canadian
airspace. Taking that a step further,
in 2013 the Conservative govern-
ment of Stephen Harper issued
Santa and his wife with Canadian
passports.
That action might seem twee or
whimsical or simply some
Christmas fun for children, but it
may also have shown that some
governments want to claim a lot
more than Santa. Harper’s gesture
came at a time of an international
political dispute about ownership
of the North Pole and specifically
Canadian claims to Artic regions.
Somewhere hotter than the Pole:
But are all these countries wrong,
or being opportunistic?
Despite what we think, where
Santa really comes from is a lot hot-
ter and a lot further east – and
those red robes would be uncom-
fortable to wear.
Santa Claus is a name derived from
Sinterklaas or Saint Nicholas. Along
with pagan elves and gnomes,

another element in the long and
very complex history of Santa is the
Christian bishop St Nicholas of
Smyrna. Or is that Nicholas of
Myra?
Smyrna, now called Izmir in
Turkiye, and Myra, now Demre in
Turkiye, are both associated with
Nicholas. Just as in northern
Europe, different places in Anatolia
compete to be associated with
Santa.
Nicholas is patron saint of seeming-
ly everything including archers
and brewers but also children and
sailors. The link with children
explains the later association as
Santa, especially as Saint Nicholas
gave children gifts. The link with
sailors is why his legend is known
around the world.
A 2017 archaeological dig under
the Church of Saint Nicholas in
Turkiye was believed to have found
the burial place and therefore the
body of Saint Nicholas.
A grave full of old bones is not very
Christmas-like, but it may be an
authentic link between a place and
a person which no amount of
snow or reindeer in northern
Europe could match.

‘We should try again’: Punjab Assembly Speaker
on Vajpayee’s failed India-Pak peace initiative
PTI n LAHORE

“Even though the
chance was missed,
we should try again,”

says Punjab Assembly Speaker
Malik Ahmad Khan when
asked about Atal Bihari
Vajpayee’s 1999 ‘bus yatra’, a
bold attempt by the then Indian
prime minister to put India-
Pakistan relations on the peace
track.
Vajpayee took a bus ride to
Lahore on February 19, 1999.
He and Pakistan premier
Nawaz Sharif signed the Lahore
Declaration after a historic
summit here. The agreement
signalled a breakthrough, but
just months later a Pakistani
intrusion led to the Kargil War.
Wednesday is Vajpayee’s 100th
birth anniversary.
“Vajpayee’s visit to Lahore in
1999 was a defining moment.
Even though the chance was
missed, we should try again.
With Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, who follows Vajpayee’s
vision, leading India, and
Shehbaz Sharif, Nawaz’s broth-
er, in charge in Pakistan, there
is a real possibility of restarting
the peace process,” says Khan,
who is a senior member of the
Pakistan Muslim League-

Nawaz (PML-N).
Khan says the future of the
region depends on free trade
and unrestricted movement
between countries.
“Peace in the region is not just
a good idea – it is necessary for
growth and prosperity,” the
Punjab Speaker adds.
Another senior PML-N leader
from Punjab, Mohammad
Mehdi, describes Vajpayee’s
Lahore visit as historic. He
believes the visit could have led
to lasting peace if the Kargil
conflict had not happened.
“The Western media paid a lot
of attention to Vajpayee’s visit
because it came just months
after both countries became
nuclear powers,” Mehdi says,
referring to nuclear tests con-
ducted by India and Pakistan in
May 1998.
“There was excitement, espe-
cially within PML-N ranks,
when Vajpayee arrived in
Lahore in February 1999. His
speech, saying ‘Pakistan is a
reality, and both countries now
need to move forward and
leave the past behind,’ gave
hope to many,” Mehdi recalls.
Unfortunately, the Kargil con-
flict happened soon after, and
the peace efforts were unsuc-
cessful, he says.

Mehdi says Jamaat-e-Islami
(JI) held protests during
Vajpayee’s visit, which many
believe were organised by the
military led by General Pervez
Musharraf.
“Jamaat-i-Islami workers even
attacked the Turkish ambas-
sador’s car near Lahore Fort,
mistaking it for an Indian del-
egation,” he says.
Mehdi believes back-channel
talks between Pakistan and
India are still happening.
“Right now, relations between
the two countries are at their
lowest point. Neither country
has an envoy in the other’s cap-
ital. However, businessmen on
both sides desperately want to
restore ties to improve trade
and use shorter routes through
Pakistan to reach Central Asia
and Europe,” he says.
Political expert Brig (retd.)
Farooq Hameed says Nawaz
Sharif should have involved the
powerful Pakistan Army in
the peace process.
“The initiative failed because
the military was not consulted,
which led to the Kargil conflict
and ended the peace process. If
Nawaz Sharif had taken the
military on board before
Vajpayee’s visit, the chances of
the peace talks being success-

ful would have been higher.”
Hameed says Nawaz has
repeatedly shown interest in
improving ties with India,
including his desire to meet
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
after returning to Pakistan last
year from a four-year self-
imposed exile in London.
However, he pointed out, that
Nawaz’s younger brother,
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif,
has not made any recent pub-
lic statements indicating a sim-
ilar desire.
“Nawaz should first consult
Shehbaz, who enjoys the mili-
tary establishment’s favour, to
determine if he shares this
vision for improved relations
with India,” he says.
He also notes the lack of
progress after Indian Foreign
Minister S Jaishankar visited
Pakistan recently.
“Most Pakistanis are not anti-
India. Unlike in India, politi-
cians here do not need to crit-
icise India to win elections,”
Hameed says.
However, terrorism remains a
major obstacle to reconcilia-
tion, he says. India has often
accused Pakistan of supporting
terrorism, while Pakistan now
blames India for terror attacks
in Balochistan.

PTI n LONDON

Keir Starmer has said he will
be hoping for peace in the

Middle East, the birthplace of
the Christmas story, and a
brighter future for all in his first
festive message since being
elected British Prime Minister.
In a video message released by
Downing Street ahead of
Christmas Day on Wednesday,
Starmer attempts to strike an
optimistic tone and encour-
ages people to “look after those
around us”. He extended his spe-
cial gratitude to the armed
forces and frontline workers
who will be helping people up
and down the country.
“This Christmas, I will be hop-
ing for peace, particularly in the
Middle East as the birthplace of
the Christmas story,” said
Starmer.
“I’ll be looking towards a better,
brighter future for every person
and celebrating the joy and

wonder that Christmas brings,”
he said.
He said the festival was a
reminder of what’s really impor-
tant, such as family, friendship
and fellowship between all peo-
ple.
He added: “Being there for one
another – in these celebrations,
as well as the more difficult
times. I’d like especially to thank
those who will spend their

Christmas serving others this
year. In our NHS [National
Health Service] and emergency
services, our Armed Forces and
the churches and charities that
will welcome every person this
Christmas.”
“Because I know that this is not
an easy time for everyone, and
my thoughts are with all those
who are lonely this Christmas.
Having a tough time, missing a
loved one. You are not alone,
because as Christians celebrate
the birth of Jesus Christ, the
Christmas story reminds all of
us to reach out to one another.
To care for one another. And to
look after those around us,” he
said. Earlier, Downing Street
indicated that Starmer and his
family would spend Christmas
at the Prime Minister’s country
retreat of Chequers in
Buckinghamshire. He is then set
to travel abroad “for a few days”
for his first family holiday since
taking charge at 10 Downing

Street following the July gener-
al election.
It comes as King Charles III set
a new tradition for his custom-
ary Christmas Day message
and chose Fitzrovia Chapel in
London for its recording. It is
understood that his speech will
reflect on international, nation-
al and personal challenges and
how they can be overcome by
communities supporting one
another.
“The living Christmas tree
shown in this year’s broadcast
was decorated with sustainable
decorations including
pinecones, metal bells, twisted
glass and glass baubles,”
Buckingham Palace said.
It added that 2024 marks the
first time a British monarch’s
Christmas message has been
filmed outside a royal resi-
dence since 2006 when the late
Queen Elizabeth II filmed a
message at Southwark
Cathedral in London. 

UK PM Keir Starmer hopes for peace in
Middle East in Christmas message

People celebrate with Christmas decorations in Haifa, Israel. AP/PTI

Hong Kong police issue arrest
warrants, bounties for six activists
AP n HONG KONG

Hong Kong police on
Tuesday announced a fresh

round of arrest warrants for six
activists based overseas, with
bounties set at USD 1 million
Hong Kong dollars for informa-
tion leading to their arrests.
According to the warrants, the
six are wanted for national secu-
rity offences such as secession,
subversion and collusion with
foreign forces. They include
Tony Chung, the former leader
of now-defunct pro-indepen-
dence group Studentlocalism.
UK-based Carmen Lau, a for-
mer district councilor and cur-
rent activist with the Hong
Kong Democracy Council, as

well as Chloe Cheung, an activist
with the Committee for
Freedom in Hong Kong, also
had warrants issued against
them. The latest round of war-
rants signals that the Hong
Kong government is targeting
vocal critics based abroad.
The government had previous-
ly issued two rounds of arrest
warrants and bounties for more
prominent activists, including
ex-lawmakers Ted Hui and
Nathan Law.
The increasing number of want-
ed individuals abroad come as
Hong Kong continues to crack
down on political dissent follow-
ing massive anti-government
protests in 2019 that resulted in
a wave of pro-democracy move-

ments. Many outspoken pro-
democracy activists have since
been jailed, with others fleeing
abroad.
“The Hong Kong government’s
latest round of arrest warrants
and bounties against six Hong
Kong activists is a cowardly act
of intimidation that aims to
silence Hong Kong people,” said
Maya Wang, associate China
director at Human Rights
Watch.
“The six — including two
Canadian citizens — live in the
UK and Canada. We call on the
UK and Canadian governments
to act immediately to push back
against the Hong Kong govern-
ment’s attempts to threaten
Hong Kongers living in their

countries.”
Tuesday’s arrest warrants take
the total number of wanted
people to 19.
Others on the list Tuesday are
Chung Kim-wah, previously a
senior member of independent
polling organization Hong Kong
Public Opinion Research
Institute; Joseph Tay, co-founder
of Canada-based NGO
HongKonger Station; and
YouTuber Victor Ho.
Separately on Tuesday, the Hong
Kong government issued orders
for the cancellation of pass-
ports belonging to seven
“absconders”, including ex-law-
makers Hui and Dennis Kwok,
who are wanted under the secu-
rity law.

No justification in US curbs 
on Pak firms, says Shehbaz
PTI n ISLAMABAD

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Shari f  on Tuesday
defended Pakistan’s

nuclear and missile pro-
gramme, saying the recent US
sanctions against the coun-
try’s four entities have “no
justification”.
His remarks came days after
the US slapped sanctions on
four Pakistani firms, includ-
ing the state-owned flagship
aerospace and defence agency
— National Development
Complex (ND C) — on
charges of contributing to
ballistic missile programme.
In addition to the NDC, the
three other  entit ies  are
Akhtar and Sons Private
Limited,  Af f i l iates
International and Rockside
Enterprise. All three are
based in Karachi, while the
NDC is in Islamabad.
“The sanctions placed upon
our National Development
Complex and other entities
have no justification,” Prime
Minister Shehbaz said while
addressing a federal cabinet
meeting.

“Pakistan has absolutely no
intention for our nuclear sys-
tem to be aggressive. It is 100
per cent  for  Pakistan’s
defence. It’s just deterrence;
nothing else,” he added.
The prime minister also said
that Pakistan’s ballistic missile
programme was for defend-
ing itself “if God forbid there
is  aggression against
Pakistan”.
Earlier, the Foreign Office
termed the US decision to
impose sanctions on NDC
and three commercial entities
as “unfortunate and biased.
Shehbaz noted that the FO
had given a “comprehensive
response” and said that the
missile programme belonged
to the entire nation.
“It’s dearer to them (the pub-
lic) than their hearts and
there will be no compro-
mise,” he said, clarifying that
the nation was united on the
issue.
Pakistan and the US have
experienced an uneasy rela-
tionship in recent years due
to issues related to human
rights, terrorism, nuclear
weapons and missile pro-

gramme.
US expresses concern over
sentencing of 25 civilians by
Pakistan military court:
Expressing concern over the
sentencing of 25 civilians by
a military court in Pakistan,
the United States on Monday
said that it lacked judicial
independence, transparency
and due process guarantees.
“The United States is deeply
concerned that Pakistani
civilians have been sentenced
by a military tribunal for
their involvement in protests
on May 9, 2023.  These mil-
itary courts lack judicial inde-
pendence, transparency, and
due process guarantees,” said
State Department spokesper-
son Matthew Miller.
“The United States continues
to call on Pakistani authori-
ties to respect the right to a
fair trial and due process, as
enshrined in Pakistan’s con-
stitution,” he added.
However, a close aide of
President-elect  Donald
Trump described it as too lit-
tle and too weak.
“You are late. And this is too
little and too weak. Speak

normally. Free Imran Khan,”
said Richard Grenell, who
served as acting director of
national intelligence under
President Trump in 2020 and
was the US ambassador to
Germany from 2018 to 2020.
Indian American
Congressman Ro Khanna
joined Grenell in seeking
freedom for Imran Khan. 
“I agree with Richard Grenell.
It’s time to free Imran Khan
and allow the people of
Pakistan to hold new demo-
cratic elections,” Khanna said.
“Free Imran Khan. This is
bipartisan. We need to not
recognize the rigged election
in Pakistan and the new gov-
ernment. We need a new
election in Pakistan and
Imran Khan needs to be out
of jail,” Khanna said in a
video posted on a social
media platform.
Former Trump envoy on
Afghanistan, Zalmay Khalilzad,
said it is time to put more pres-
sure on Pakistan, especially
the military, to facilitate reach-
ing a balanced political agree-
ment with PTI and the release
of Imran Khan.

Syria’s new authorities ‘very receptive’
to probe of Assad war crimes
AP n UNITED NATIONS

The UN organization assist-
ing in investigating the

most serious crimes in Syria
said Monday the country’s new
authorities were “very recep-
tive” to its request for cooper-
ation during a just-concluded
visit to Damascus, and it is
preparing to deploy.
The visit led by Robert Petit,
head of the International,
Impartial and Independent
Mechanism for Syria, was the
first since the organization was
established by the UN General
Assembly in 2016. It was cre-
ated to assist in evidence-gath-
ering and prosecution of indi-

viduals responsible for possible
war crimes, crimes against
humanity and genocide since
Syria’s civil war began in 2011.
Petit highlighted the urgency of
preserving documents and
other evidence before it is lost.
Since the rebel overthrow of
Syria’s President Bashar Assad
and the rebel opening of pris-
ons and detention facilities
there have been rising demands
from Syrians for the prosecu-
tion of those responsible for
atrocities and killings while he
was in power.
“The fall of the Assad rule is a
significant opportunity for us
to fulfill our mandate on the
ground,” Petit said. “Time is

running out. There is a small
window of opportunity to
secure these sites and the mate-
rial they hold.”
UN associate spokesperson
Stephane Tremblay said
Monday the investigative team
“is preparing for an operational
deployment as early as possible
and as soon as it is authorized
to conduct activities on Syrian
soil.” The spokesperson for the
organization, known as the
IIIM, who was on the trip with
Petit, went further, telling The
Associated Press: “We are
preparing to deploy on the
expectation that we will get
authorization.” 
“The representatives from the

caretaker authorities were very
receptive to our request for
cooperation and are aware of
the scale of the task ahead,” the
spokesperson said, speaking
on condition of not being
named. “They emphasized that
they will need expertise to
help safeguard the newly acces-
sible documentation.”
The IIIM did not disclose
which officials in the new gov-
ernment it met with or the site
that Petit visited afterward.
“Even at one facility,” Petit
said, “the mountains of govern-
ment documentation reveal
the chilling efficiency of sys-
temizing the regime’s atrocity
crimes.”
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Bangladesh launches $5 billion graft probe against
Sheikh Hasina in nuclear power plant case
PTI n DHAKA

An anti-graft panel in
Bangladesh has launched an

investigation against former
prime minister Sheikh Hasina
and her family in connection
with the allegations of embezzling
USD 5 billion in the Rooppur
nuclear power plant, according to
a media report. Indian compa-
nies are participating in con-
structing the Rooppur nuclear
power plant which is being built
by Rosatom, Russia’s state-run
corporation, in Bangladesh.
The first Bangladeshi nuclear
power plant, the Russian-
designed Rooppur, is being built
160 km west of the Bangladeshi
capital of Dhaka.
Rosatom has refuted the
“provocative statements” in the
media about the Rooppur NPP
project. Along with Hasina, her
son, Sajeeb Wazed Joy, and Tulip
Siddiq, her niece and the UK’s
Treasury minister, were also
questioned, BDNews reported on
Sunday.
There are accusations of embez-
zling USD 5 billion in the
Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant
project, the report added.
The development came two days
after the High Court issued a rule
asking why the Anti-Corruption
Commission’s (ACC) inaction
over an alleged transfer of USD
5 billion from the Rooppur
Nuclear Power Plant project to a
Malaysian bank by Hasina, Joy,
and Tulip should not be declared
illegal, the report added.
According to ACC documents,
the allegations of corruption in
the Rooppur Nuclear Power

Plant project were brought to
light by Bobby Hajjaj, chairman
of the National Democratic
Movement (NDM).
Hasina, 77, has been living in
India since August 5 when she
fled the country following a
massive student-led protest that
toppled her 16-year regime.
Her sister Rehana accompanied
her. Joy resides in the US, while
her niece Tulip is a member of the
British parliament.
Bangladesh-based International
Crimes Tribunal (ICT) has issued
arrest warrants for Hasina and
several former Cabinet ministers,
advisers, and military and civil
officials for “crimes against
humanity and genocide”.
They are also named in multiple
murder cases filed in connection
with the demonstrations.
Refuting the allegations, the
Russian Corporation said that it
is committed to a policy of open-
ness and the principle of combat-
ing corruption in all its projects
and maintains a transparent pro-
curement system.
“Rosatom State Corporation
refutes provocative statements
about the implementation of the
Rooppur NPP project that have
appeared in the media,” the state-
ment said.
“Rosatom State Corporation is
ready to defend its interests and
reputation in court. We consid-
er false statements in the media
as an attempt to discredit the
Rooppur NPP project, which is
being implemented to solve the
country’s energy supply problems
and is aimed at improving the
well-being of the people of
Bangladesh,” it said.

South Korea’s opp party vows to
impeach acting president

US NSA Sullivan, Yunus
discuss human rights’ issue
PTI n SAN FRANCISCO

Amid growing outrage here about the large-scale attack on
minority Hindus and their places of worship in Bangladesh,

US National Security Advisor  Jake Sullivan on Monday spoke
with the interim government’s Chief Adviser Muhammad
Yunus and both leaders expressed commitment to protect human
rights in the troubled South Asian nation.
“Both leaders expressed their commitment to respecting and pro-
tecting the human rights of all people, regardless of religion,” the
White House said in a readout of the call between Sullivan and
Yunus.
The call comes less than a month before the Biden administra-
tion passes on the power to Donald Trump, who would be sworn
in as the 47th President of the United States on January 20 next
year.
This comes days after Indian American Democratic Congressman
Shri Thanedar urged the White House to strongly raise the issue
of killing of Hindus and destruction of their temples in
Bangladesh with the head of the country’s interim government.
“The United States has a storied history of championing the
oppressed and this issue should be no different. When we receive
a global call for help, we must respond appropriately as the world’s
bellwether of human rights. We must urge Prime Minister
Muhammad Yunus to fulfill his promise of restoring peace and
rebuilding the nation on principles of equality and justice,”
Thanedar told reporters at the footsteps of the US Capitol last
week.

AP n SEOUL

South Korea’s main opposi-
tion party said Tuesday it

will seek to impeach acting
leader Han Duck-soo after he
missed an opposition-set dead-
line to approve independent
investigations into impeached
President Yoon Suk Yeol and
his wife.
If realised, Han’s impeachment
would further deepen South
Korea’s political tumult and
worries by neighbouring coun-
tries caused by Yoon’s stunning
December 3 martial law decla-
ration and ensuing impeach-
ment. Han, the country’s No. 2
official, has taken over presi-
dential powers and duties since
Yoon’s impeachment. If he’s
impeached too, the finance
minister is next in line.
The main liberal opposition
Democratic Party, which holds
a majority in parliament, has
slammed Han for vetoing sev-
eral opposition-sponsored bills,
including a controversial agri-
culture bill. It also urged Han
to quickly appoint justices to
vacant seats on the
Constitutional Court, which is

reviewing Yoon’s impeachment
and will determine whether to
dismiss or reinstate him.
Filling the court’s three empty
posts could make conviction
more likely, as it requires the
support of six of the court’s
nine possible members.
The Democratic Party also
demanded that Han approve by
Tuesday bills calling for the
appointments of special pros-
ecutors to investigate Yoon for
rebellion over his marital law
decree, and his wife for corrup-
tion and other allegations.
But Han didn’t do so during
Tuesday’s Cabinet Council
meeting, calling for the ruling
and opposition parties to nego-
tiate.
Democratic Party floor leader
Park Chan-dae responded that
there’s no room for negotiations
about a Yoon investigation,
and that his party would begin
steps toward an impeachment
at once.
“We’ve clearly warned that it’s
totally up to Prime Minister
Han Duck-soo whether he
would go down in history as a
disgraceful figure as a puppet

of rebellion plot leader Yoon
Suk Yeol or a public servant
that has faithfully carried out
the orders by the public,” Park
told a televised party meeting.
Korean prosecutors and other
officials are separately probing
whether Yoon committed
rebellion and abuse of power,
but he’s ignored requests by
investigative agencies to appear
for questioning and allow
searches of his office.
Yoon’s defence minister, police
chief and several other senior
military commanders have
already been arrested over the
deployment of troops and
police officers to the National
Assembly, which prompted a
dramatic standoff that ended
when lawmakers managed to
enter the chamber and voted
unanimously to overrule Yoon’s
decree.
The governing People Power
Party said that the opposition’s
impeachment threats are inter-
fering with Han’s “legitimate

exercise of authority.” Floor
leader Kweon Seong-dong, a
Yoon loyalist, said the
Democratic Party’s “politics of
intimidation have reached their
peak.”
An impeachment vote would
face legal ambiguities. Most
Korean officials can be
impeached with a simple
majority of parliament, but
impeaching the presidents
takes two-thirds. The rival par-
ties differ on which standard
would apply to an acting pres-
ident.
The Democratic Party con-
trols 170 of the National
Assembly’s 300 seats, so it
would need support from
members of other parties
including Yoon’s own to get a
two-thirds majority.
The Constitutional Court has
up to six months to determine
Yoon’s fate. If he’s thrown of
office, a national election to
find his successor must take
place within two months.
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PTI n NEW DELHI

UPI transactions at
retail stores have
increased by 33 per

cent in semi-urban and rural
areas this year, reflecting the
growing adoption of digital
payments, says a report.
Moreover, insurance policy
purchases and premium
collections saw a 127 per cent
increase in transaction
volume and a 96 per cent
growth in new customer
adoption during the year, the
report by branchless banking
and digital network
PayNearby said.
“The data highlights the role
digital retail stores play in
overcoming the challenges of
insurance penetration across
Bharat,” it stated.
The report is based on an
analysis of real transaction
data derived from over
10,00,000 small retailers
(kirana stores, mobile
recharge stores etc) offering
financial and digital services
spread across India in rural

and semi-urban regions. The
findings compare business
data from January to
November 2024 with the
same period in 2023.
The report, Retail-O-
Nomics, stated that there has
been an impressive 297 per
cent volume rise across credit

products, including business
loans, gold loans, personal
loans, and revolving credit in
rural and semi-urban areas. 
This significant uptick
reflects a growing awareness
and demand for credit
solutions at the grassroots
level, it said.

However, micro ATM and
Aadhaar Enabled Payment
Systems (AePS) cash
withdrawals saw a decline in
2024. Both transaction
volumes and the average cash
withdrawal per transaction
saw a slight decline, with the
latter dropping from Rs 2,624

in 2023 to Rs 2,482 in 2024,
the report said. 
AePS withdrawals surged by
35-45 per cent during DBT
releases, particularly under
schemes like PM Kisan
Yojana, compared to the rest
of the year.
“Cash withdrawals in Jammu
and Kashmir recorded an
impressive growth of 58 per
cent in value and 74 per cent
in volume,” the report said.
“ By equipping local retailers
with tools to offer diverse
services like insurance, e-
commerce, and lending, we
are empowering them to
become key enablers of
financial access and
economic progress at the
grassroots,” Anand Kumar
Bajaj, Founder, MD & CEO,
PayNearby, said.
PayNearby is a branchless
banking and digital network
that operates on a B2B2C
model. It has more than 10
lakh retail touchpoints
comprising kirana stores,
medical shops, travel agents
and others. 

UPI transactions jump 33 per cent at
retail stores in India this year: Report PTI n NEW DELHI

Food and Consumer Affairs
Minister Pralhad Joshi on

Tuesday launched several
initiatives to strengthen
consumer protection,
including artificial
intelligence-enabled helpline
and tools to detect deceptive
marketing practices, while
major e-commerce players
pledged to enhance online
shopping safety.
Leading platforms, including
Reliance Retail, Tata Sons and
Zomato adopted a safety
pledge as the government
rolled out new consumer
protection measures like the
AI-enabled National
Consumer Helpline, e-maap
portal and Jago Grahak Jago
mobile application.
“Significant progress has been
made in expediting
resolutions of consumer
disputes,” Joshi said at the
National Consumer Day
event.
The minister, who attended
the event online, highlighted
that out of 3,628 cases filed
with the National
Commission between January
and November this year,
6,587 cases have been

disposed of through the
country’s three-tier consumer
court system at district, state
and national levels.
The government’s e-Daakhil
Portal, launched in 2020 and
expanded nationwide in June
2023, has achieved 100 per
cent adoption for online
complaint filing in states like
Karnataka, Punjab and
Rajasthan, as well as several
districts.
Addressing growing e-
commerce concerns, Joshi
said: “While this digital
revolution offers incredible
opportunities, the Indian
government believes it is
equally important for our

consumers to feel confident
and make informed choices.”
The Consumer Protection
Authority (CCPA) is drafting
new guidelines to regulate
surrogate advertising and has
issued notices to 13
companies for non-
compliance with existing
rules, he added.
Minister of State for
Consumer Affairs B L Verma,
Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India Chairman
Anil Kumar Lahoti, All India
Council for Technical
Education T G Sitharam and
Consumer Affairs Secretary
Nidhi Khare were present at
the event.

PTI n NEW DELHI

Puri, Varanasi and
Haridwar are the most

travelled spiritual
destinations while
Hyderabad is India’s top-
booked city this year,
according to OYO’s
‘Travelopedia 2024’ annual
report unveiled on Tuesday.
The report delves into travel
patterns and trends, with its
findings based on the
booking data of the travel
tech major for the entire year.
“In India, religious tourism
continued to be a key focus,
with Puri, Varanasi, and
Haridwar dominating the

pilgrimage sector. However, a
significant trend emerged
with Deoghar, Palani, and
Govardhan experiencing
substantial growth,
indicating a shift towards less
explored spiritual
destinations...”OYO stated.
Following Hyderabad, cities
like Bengaluru, Delhi, and
Kolkata rounded out the top
spots for bookings, with
Uttar Pradesh maintaining its
position as the most popular
state for travel. High volume
of bookings were reported
from Maharashtra,
Telangana, and Karnataka,
which continue to be
dominant travel

contributors. Smaller towns
like Patna, Rajahmundry,
and Hubli have shown
tremendous growth, with
bookings increasing by as
much as 48 per cent year-on-
year.
“The year also saw a surge in
leisure travel, with Jaipur
continuing to be a top tourist
magnet, followed by
perennial favourites Goa,
Pondicherry, and Mysore.
Interestingly, Mumbai saw a
drop in bookings, with
travellers preferring nearby
locations for leisure,” OYO
stated. Shreerang Godbole,
Global Chief Service Officer,
OYO said, “2024 has marked

a year of transformation in
the global travel landscape.
We’ve seen how travellers are
embracing flexibility and
adaptability, whether for
business or leisure. As
remote work trends continue
to shape how people
approach travel, the demand
for both quick getaways and
long stays has been a
significant driver of bookings
this year”.
The fourth of July weekend
saw the highest number of
bookings, aligning with
national celebrations, while
the Christmas season was
also notable for a sharp spike
in travel.

PTI n NEW DELHI

Heading towards a
slowdown amid

inflationary pressures, the
FMCG industry’s volume
growth during August-
October this year has
dropped to 4.3 per cent from
6.4 per cent in the year-ago
period, research and insight
firm Kantar said in a report.
Moreover, the FMCG volume
growth was lower
sequentially also as in the
May-July period, this was 4.5
per cent, according to
Kantar’s latest FMCG Pulse
report.
“We are in that last quarter,

and the FMCG growth as of
the quarter ending October is
4.3 per cent. This number is a
far cry from the 6.4 per cent
growth seen in Q/E Oct ‘23,
but is also a tad lower than
4.5 per cent we saw in the last
quarter, i.E. Q/E Jul ‘24,” it
said. Volume growth in the
urban market was at 4.5 per
cent in the August-October
period, down from 6.9 per
cent in the same period of
2023.
However, the report added:
“It is also true that a 4.5 per
cent growth following a near
7 per cent growth in the
previous term is extremely
rare. In fact, over the last five

years, this has only happened
in the quarters of 2024.”
Therefore, technically urban
is in a slowdown, though “it is
far from a slump”.
About the inflation, the
report said that per-
household average quarterly
spending crossed Rs 6,000 for
the first time in the August-
October period of 2022, and
two years since then,
spending has seen a 13 per
cent jump and is at Rs 6,761
during this quarter. In May-
July 2024, shoppers were
paying Rs 133 per KG of
FMCG on average. Just one
quarter since then, shoppers
are paying Rs 137 per KG, a

jump of Rs 4 per KG in the
latest August-October
period. “In recent years, this
kind of growth in a single
consecutive quarter was only
seen during the initial
months of the 2022 inflation
period,” it said.
With no signs of food
inflation relenting in the
immediate future, where
value growth rapidly draws
away from volume growth for
some more time, it’s hard to
see urban (market) growing
more rapidly than the current
levels. “We are expecting
similar levels of growth to
continue into the first half of
the next year,” it said.

Govt launches AI-enabled consumer
helpline, e-commerce giants pledge safety

Puri, Varanasi, Haridwar top spiritual destinations in 2024,
Hyderabad most-booked city: Travelopedia 2024 annual report

Inflation continues to hit FMCG industry,
urban growth expected to slow in H1/2025

PTInMUMBAI

Benchmark equity indices
Sensex and Nifty ended on a

flat note in a volatile trade on
Tuesday, as investors preferred
to stay on the sidelines awaiting
further triggers amid persistent
foreign fund outflows.
After gyrating between highs
and lows, the 30-share index
declined 67.30 points or 0.09
per cent to settle at 78,472.87.
During the day, it dropped
142.38 points or 0.18 per cent to
78,397.79. The NSE Nifty
dipped 25.80 points or 0.11 per
cent to 23,727.65. 
As many as 2,019 stocks
declined, while 1,977 advanced
and 96 remained unchanged on
the BSE.
“The domestic market
concluded flat ahead of the
holiday, with metal and power
stocks dragging performance
while FMCG and auto sectors
gained from recent corrections.
“The near-term market
trajectory hinges on the
outcome of Q3 results and the
Union budget, but caution
prevails due to a strong dollar,
high bond yields, and concerns
over rate cuts. The rupee hitting
an all-time low further evoked
the caution,” Vinod Nair, Head
of Research, Geojit Financial
Services, said.
From the 30 blue-chip stocks,
Power Grid, State Bank of
India, Titan, Tata Steel,
IndusInd Bank, UltraTech
Cement, Adani Ports and
Infosys were among the
laggards.
In contrast, Tata Motors, ITC,
Nestle, Tata Consultancy
Services, NTPC and Zomato
were among the gainers.
The BSE smallcap gauge
climbed 0.37 per cent, and the
BSE midcap index rose 0.09 per
cent.
“The Nifty index saw a
lacklustre start to the much-
anticipated ‘Santa Claus Rally
Period,’ with the index closing
at 23,728, down 26 points. The
sluggish session was attributed
to persistent selling by FIIs,
concerns over India’s slowing
economic growth, and a
weakening Indian rupee, which

hit a record low of Rs. 85.13
against the dollar.
“These factors weighed on
investor sentiment, keeping the
market directionless and
choppy throughout the day.
Our earlier call suggested a low-
volume trading session, and
that prediction held true as
Nifty traded in a volatile range,”
Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP
(Research), Mehta Equities Ltd,
said.
Among sectoral indices, metal
slumped 0.93 per cent, power
declined 0.73 per cent, utilities
(0.52 per cent), consumer
durables (0.50 per cent) and
commodities (0.33 per cent).

Sensex, Nifty settle almost flat in
highly volatile trade; metal, power
stocks drag
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AP n FLORENCE (ITALY) 

Inter Milan beat Como 2-0 to
cement third place in Serie A

and close the gap on top two
Atalanta and Napoli on
Monday.
Carlos Augusto got the opener
when he headed home a
corner kick in the 48th minute.
Marcus Thuram scored the
second in stoppage time with a
potent strike into the roof of
the net.
It was the first time these teams
have played each other in the
top division since 2003 and
although Inter had lost only
one league game all season it
struggled to impose itself on
15th-placed Como.
However, it won without
exerting itself and the three
points were enough to take
Simone Inzaghi’s men within
three points of leader Atalanta
and within one of Napoli. Inter
has a game in hand over both
clubs.
Fiorentina missed a chance to
go fourth when it lost at home
to Udinese 2-1.
The Florence club won a
record eight consecutive Serie

A games before losing to
Bologna 1-0 on Dec. 15, and it
looked to be back on track
when Moises Kean converted a
penalty after eight minutes to
become the first Fiorentina
player to reach double figures
in the league since Federico
Chiesa in the 2019-20 season.
However, Udinese was a
different prospect after the
break.
Lorenzo Lucca equalized with
the aid of sloppy defending
four minutes into the second
half and then Florian Thauvin
found space on the edge of the
box to curl in the second eight
minutes later.

The result left Udinese in ninth
place and Fiorentina in fifth.
The match was a special one
for Edoardo Bove, the
Fiorentina player whose
collapse with a heart issue led
to the suspension of its game
with Inter Milan on Dec. 1.
Bove was fitted with a
defibrillator implant soon after
and sat on the Fiorentina
bench for the first time since
his collapse.
He is not allowed to play but
his position on the sideline
alongside coach Raffaele
Palladino was seen as a step
towards normality for the 22-
year-old midfielder.

Inter Milan beats Como 2-0 to
cement third place in Serie A

AP n ST MORITZ

When Lindsey Vonn last
raced on the World Cup

circuit nearly six years ago, the
constant pain in her knee left
her in tears and led to
retirement.
Flash forward to Vonn’s
comeback race on a titanium
knee at age 40 last weekend,
and the American skiing
standout couldn’t have felt
more different.
No more pain. No more
swelling. No more tears.
“The last few years of my
career were so much different
than they are right now. I’m
skiing without thinking about
my knee, which I really haven’t
done since I first tore my ACL
in 2013. So it’s been a long time
that I felt this good,” Vonn said
on Saturday after placing 14th
in a super-G in St Moritz. 
“I’m a little bit older, but
honestly I’m a hell of a lot
stronger than I once was.”
So much stronger that she’s
talking up her knee
replacement surgery — the
first of its kind in World Cup
skiing — as a new frontier for
the sport. In April, Vonn had a
robot-assisted replacement
performed by Martin Roche, a
South Florida-based
orthopedist specializing in
complex knee disorders. Part
of the bone in her right knee

was cut off and replaced by two
titanium pieces. A month later,
she was planning her
comeback.
“It’s a lot better than my non-
existent cartilage,” said Vonn,
one of the most successful
skiers of all time with 82 World
Cup wins. 
“I’ve talked to a lot of skiers
already about it and I really
think that it could be
something that should be
considered.
“I feel amazing. I mean,
obviously not everyone
responds the same way to
surgeries. For some reason, I
bounce back pretty well from
surgery. But I think it’s
something to seriously
consider for athletes that have
a lot of knee problems.”
Knee replacements are usually
reserved for older people
Andrea Panzeri, the Italian
Winter Sports Federation’s
head physician and an
orthopedist who has operated
numerous times on Vonn’s
good friend and fellow
downhiller, Sofia Goggia, said
knee replacements are usually
performed on patients older
than 50.
“This is definitely the first time
in World Cup history that such
a young athlete has raced with
one,” Panzeri told The
Associated Press. 
“And I’m not aware of any

other elite-level athletes in
other sports competing with
one, either.”
Panzeri performs knee
replacements. But he had never
even thought about doing one
on a World Cup skier — until
he saw Vonn competing with
one.
“Partial prosthetics, like the
half-knee ones, are definitely
the ones that offer the best
performance and we’re seeing
that (with Vonn),” Panzeri said. 
“I don’t think her decision is
going to change pro sports. But
it could provide more
motivation for so-called
normal’ people to try a
prosthetic.”
Three-time Grand Slam tennis
champion Andy Murray
played with an artificial hip at
the end of his career. Vonn’s
former skiing teammate Julia
Mancuso also redid her hip a
few months after she retired in
2018 and maintains an active
lifestyle.
“I, for sure, would have
considered a comeback if I
didn’t have kids,” Mancuso told
The AP recently. 
“So I can totally relate to
Lindsey.”
But Panzeri said that “hips
have different biomechanics
than a knee and many more
people are able to play sports
with a hip prosthetic than a
knee prosthetic.”

Lindsey Vonn thinks her new titanium
knee could start a trend in skiing

PTI n NEW DELHI

Hero MotoSports Team
Rally on Tuesday named

young Chilean rider Nacho
Cornejo as its new recruit
while announcing a three-
member team for the Dakar
Rally 2025.
Cornejo will team up with
Sebastian Buhler and 2024
FIM World Rally-Raid
Championship (W2RC)
winner Ross Branch.
This will be the team’s ninth
appearance in the world’s
toughest race, scheduled to
take place in Saudi Arabia
from January 3 to 17.
It was memorable 2024 for
the young team as it secured
an overall second finish.
In the 12-stage 2024 edition,
Branch led the race for four
days and remained at second
spot for eight days, eventually
finishing second overall,
making Hero MotoCorp the
first Indian manufacturer

team to make it to the Dakar
podium.
For Botswana’s Branch, this
will be his third Dakar outing
with the team.
Buhler, a German living in
Portugal, has given consistent
performances this year,
marking his biggest
achievement by securing his
first FIM World
Championship race podium
at Rally Raid Portugal, where
he finished second overall.
At the 2024 Dakar Rally,
Buhler came close to winning
his first Dakar stage.
Young Chilean rider Cornejo
boasts of an impressive Dakar
record, including a fourth-
place finish in 2020 and nine
stage wins.
The 47th Dakar Rally will
kick off in Bisha, featuring a
prologue and 12 stages
spanning 7,700 km across the
vast desert. For the first time,
five stages will have separate
courses for FIM and FIA

vehicles, covering 45 per cent
of the timed distance.
Dakar 2025 will also be the
opening race of the fourth
edition of the World Rally
Raid Championship (W2RC).
Hero MotoSports is a Rally
GP-class participant at the
W2RC 2025, and will attend
its five rounds starting with
the Dakar, followed by the
Abu Dhabi Desert Challenge
(February), South African
Safari Rally (May), BP
Ultimate Rally Raid in
Portugal (September), and
finally closing the season
with the Rallye du Maroc
(October).
“2024 has been an incredible
year for us. Finishing second
at Dakar, a first for any Indian
manufacturer, and winning
the 2024 World
Championship have given us
a new level of respect and
recognition in motorsports,”
Wolfgang Fischer, the team
manager said. 

Hero MotoSports names Nacho Cornejo as new rider 
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PTI n MELBOURNE

Australia head coach
Andrew McDonald on

Tuesday defended the
selection committee’s
decision to drop Nathan
McSweeney in middle of the
series for Sam Konstas,
saying the talented teenager
will post a “new challenge”
for India.
McSweeney, a makeshift
opener, was dropped
because of a string of low
scores in the first three
Tests.
Former Australia skipper
Michael Clarke was very
critical of the decision to
sideline McSweeney.
However, McDonald said
tough calls have to be taken
at times.  
“We wanted to throw a new
challenge at India. We
believe Nathan is good
enough for the Test level. We
weren’t sure about how the
top order is functioning. So
yeah we challenged
ourselves with that
decision,” said the head
coach ahead of the fourth
Test.
“Whether it works or not,
time will tell. There will be
debate around this should he
or shouldn’t he. Selections
are highly debated.”
Konstas, 19, will become the
468th Australian men’s Test
cricketer to don the Baggy
Green when he takes the
field in the Boxing Day game
beginning on Wednesday. 
Konstas, 19, will become the
youngest Test debutant for
Australia since 18-year-old
Pat Cummins broke into the
squad in 2011.
“We wanted clarity for our

batting unit before the team
meeting,” McDonald said.
Selector Tony Dodemaide
informed Konstas about his
inclusion during training at
the MCG here on Thursday.
Dodemaide informing
Konstas about his inclusion
was a departure from
protocol as traditionally it’s
the Australian skipper who
confirms the playing XI on
match eve.
“It’s (breaking the news)
something we don’t usually
do because haven’t had too
many moving parts, but we
thought we’d get that out of
the way so everyone knows
that he’s in the team,” said
McDonald.
“He (Konstas) has been very
similar to what I’ve seen on
the outside within (the team)
– composed, relaxed, knows
his game. And what he’s
shown is an array of shots, the
ability to put pressure back
on to opponents and he gets
his opportunity,” he added.
Khawaja will get runs
McDonald also brushed aside
concerns over Usman
Khawaja’s form.
“I think Usman is not a
concern. The way he is
preparing runs will come. He
knows his methods and any
good player following
methods will return among
runs.”
Head clear for coach but
medical team nod needed
Head, one of the in-form
batters in the series with two
centuries, experienced “a
small strain to the quad”
during the last day of the
third Test at the Gabba.
The ‘player of the match’ in
the last two Tests faced only
throw-downs from assistant

coach Brad Hodge rather
than his fast-bowling
teammates at the nets on
Tuasday.
“I thought he looked good
with the bat in his hands so
obviously the skills are in
good order. It will just be
what risk is associated with
that,” said McDonald.
“But no concerns from my
end, he’s been able to do his
running so I think he’ll be
functional come game time.”
The coach did not speculate
on who could fill the spot in
the middle-order if Head fails
to prove his fitness. The
uncapped pair of Josh Inglis
and Beau Webster are the
stand-byes in the squad.
However, pacer Scott Boland
has been all-but confirmed to
replace Josh Hazlewood, who
is nursing a calf strain.
McDonald said with
temperatures expected to
soar to over 40 degrees
during the Boxing Day Test,
the pitch could end up being
more batter-friendly.
“This wicket might offer the
batters a little bit more in
terms of the surface as the
game draws on. If we didn’t
pick Scotty (Boland) here –
and I know I’m not allowed to
declare the team because
that’s Pat’s (Cummins) job
tomorrow – but I don’t think
I’m coming to the ground
Boxing Day if Scotty’s not in
the eleven.
“We’ve got great depth in
our bowling, and (all-
rounder) Mitch Marsh is
fully fit and able to bowl. But
he (Boland) is ready to go
and he’ll play a role in this
Test match with the ball
more so than the previous
ones.” 

PTI n MELBOURNE

With a smile, India
captain Rohit
Sharma on Tuesday

played down concerns
around Virat Kohli’s struggles
outside the off-stump in
Australia and backed his
longtime teammate to the
hilt, saying “modern-day
greats figure out their own
path.”
Kohli’s five innings in this
series Down Under read 5,
100 not out, 7, 11 and 3 for a
total of 126 runs at an average
of 31.50, not something the
team or the batting maestro
himself had hoped for before
embarking on the
challenging tour. 
But Rohit, who is also
battling poor form, is not
losing his sleep over the lack
of runs and is confident of a
turnaround. When a question
about Kohli’s struggles was

posed to him with some
sugar-coating, the skipper
added a dash of his own
humour in his response.
Do you say something or
leave a modern-day great
alone, the scribe asked.
“You only said he is a
modern-day great. Modern-
day greats figure out their
own path,” said a smiling
Rohit as others broke into a
peal of laughter.
Kohli was one of the earliest
to enter the nets at MCG and
Rohit was last among the
recognised batters to get a
knocking. The India skipper
played just two shots in the
last 20 minutes and left
everything else, as he tried to
curb his natural instinct to
push forward.
The desperation to control
his conditioned reflex of
moving hands towards the
fourth stump delivery was
evident.

“Harshit, is jagah se jaa rahi
hai (the ball is landing
here)?” he pointed out at an
imaginary fourth stump line
while trying to know from
the young pacer about the
line which looked just around
six inches outside off-stump.
This line has been Kohli’s
Achilles Heel in the ongoing
tour.
When Prasidh Krishna came
on, he was told to bowl on the
“channel” as he wanted to
leave balls. Prasidh dug one
short and he just about
defended. Then, the lanky
Karnataka man hit the
channel, and the batter
withdrew his willow in the
nick of time.
The 500-odd people present
inside would let out a
collective sigh. They made
noise and once Kohli was also
seen telling them to keep
quiet and let him concentrate.
When Rohit batted, he was

heard telling throwdown
specialist Raghavendra,
“Tappa sahi pakadna padega
(get the length right).” He
also got beaten by a throw
that reared from length.
“Rohit bhai, pull maaro naa
(play the pull shot),” yelled
one of the demanding young
fans from outside. Rohit just
left the next delivery.
With the chatter about his
form gaining decibels and
rumours about an imminent

retirement post Sydney
gaining traction, Rohit’s
answers about himself were
short. When someone has
one double digit score in five
innings, he wants to be left
alone but then commitments
needed to be honoured.
Asked about his batting
position, he was borderline
irritated.
“Let’s not worry about that. I
think who bats where, we
should be discussing that

within ourselves and I
shouldn’t be answering this
question in every press
conference,” the skipper said,
trying to hold his composure.
At the onset, he informed that
his knee which was hurt while
batting on an old practice
track, was “fine”.
Then next question was a
“flighted query” on where he
stood with regards to his
batting form.
“After last Test (in Brisbane)

we had two sessions. What
could have possibly changed
in two days?” he countered
with a wry smile.
As usual, he didn’t give away
anything about whether
playing two spinners while
factoring in the Melbourne
heat was feasible or not.
The inimitable Rohit was back
lacing everything with a bit of
humour when asked what led
to the selection of Tanush
Kotian over Kuldeep Yadav.

“Well Kuldeep didn’t have
visa,” he smiled before
informing that the wrist
spinner is still not hundred
percent fit.
“Axar couldn’t travel as he has
had a baby. I am not saying
Tanush is bad but he is here
more as a cover,” he said. 
The five-match series is
levelled at 1-1 with all to play
for in the remaining two
matches in Melbourne and
Sydney. 

Modern-day greats figure out their own path: Rohit backs Kohli

McDonald defends dropping
McSweeney for Konstas,
says teenager will throw new
challenge to India


