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InSiDE

MONEY 10
SIX ENTITIES PAY ` 3.49 CRORE
TO SETTLE FRONT-RUNNING
TRADE CASE WITH SEBI

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on
Friday ruled that the

Delhi-Noida-Direct (DND)
flyway will be toll-free as it
dismissed a plea by a private
firm challenging the 2016
decision of the Allahabad
High Court order asking it to
stop collecting toll from
commuters. The decision will
benefit lakhs of people who
commute daily on the flyway. 
A Bench of Justices Surya
Kant and Ujjal Bhuyan held
that awarding a contract to
private firm Noida Toll
Bridge Company Ltd
(NTBCL) to collect toll from
commuters plying on the
DND flyway was unjust,
unfair and arbitrary. 
“There is no reason for the
collection of user or toll fee to
continue. We hold that the
agreement (for toll
collection) is invalid,” the
bench said. It pulled up the
NOIDA authority for
delegating toll collection to
private firm NTBCL, which
did not have any prior
experience and said it has
resulted in unjust
enrichment.

DND flyway
will remain
toll-free: SC

PM Modi leaves
for Kuwait today

MARKETS
SENSEX 78,041.59 t -1.49%
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11 killed in LPG tanker-truck
collision on Jaipur-Ajmer highway

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA n
NEW DELHI

The Winter Session of the
Parliament came to an
end on Friday as it was

adjourned sine die, but not
before an unprecedented
verbal spat, bitterness
between the Ruling and
Opposition members, and
less productivity of the Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha.
However the Session also saw
the gamechanger
simultaneous polls Bill being
tabled.
The Parliament this session
witnessed a low point of
alleged pushing and shoving
amidst rival parties’ Members

of Parliament (MPs) that left
two Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) members hospitalised,
and leading to an FIR against
Leader of the Opposition in
Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi. The
acrimony forced the
Opposition parties to move a
motion of no-confidence
against the Vice President and
Rajya Sabha Chairman
Jagdeep Dhankhar, which
was, however, dismissed by
the Upper House Deputy
Chairman Harivansh.
Unrelenting protests peaked
and ranged from the Adani
controversy to Sambhal and
then to the demand of sacking
of Home Minister Amit Shah
for his remarks on Dr BR

Ambedkar, the architect of
the Indian Constitution.
The Parliament also saw a
four-day debate on the
constitutional journey of
India, which began on a high
pitched note of talks on
Ambedkar’s legacy pertaining
to the Constitution, which saw
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s participation.
However, the debate ended
with a speech by Home
Minister Amit Shah in Rajya
Sabha, creating flutters and
sparking protests across the
country for his remarks on
Baba Saheb which both the
ruling parties and Opposition
parties have made attempts to
capitalise on.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
JAIPUR

At least 11 people were
killed and about 35

injured after an LPG tanker
collided with a truck on
Friday here sparking a
massive fireball. It turned a
stretch of the Jaipur-Ajmer
highway into an inferno and
nearly 40 vehicles were
gutted.
President Droupadi Murmu,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, Home Minister Amit
Shah, Rajasthan Governor
Haribhau Bagade, Chief
Minister Bhajanlal Sharma
and his predecessor Ashok
Gehlot expressed grief 
over the loss of lives in the
crash.

The Rajasthan government
announced financial
assistance of Rs five lakh to
the next of kin of the deceased
and Rs one lakh for the
injured. In a social media

post, Modi announced an ex
gratia of Rs two lakh from the
Prime Minister’s National
Relief Fund to the next of kin
of the deceased and Rs
50,000 to the injured.

President Murmu said the
news of the loss of lives in
the Jaipur gas tanker
accident was very painful
and offered her condolences
to the families of the
deceased.
“The news of the death of
many people due to a road
accident in Jaipur is very
painful. I pray to God for
peace to the departed souls.
My deepest condolences to
their families! I pray that the
injured get well soon,” she
said in a social media post in
Hindi.
Expressing grief over the loss
of lives, Prime Minister
Modi spoke to the Chief
Minister to enquire about
the incident and assured him
of all possible support.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s two-day visit to

Kuwait beginning Saturday
will help in opening a new
chapter in bilateral ties, the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA) said on Friday. The
visit would help develop a
more dynamic partnership
between the two countries, it
said. The MEA said India was
looking at boosting ties in a
range of areas including
defence and trade.
Modi is paying the visit at the
invitation of Kuwaiti Emir
Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, it said.
During the visit, Modi will
hold discussions with the
leadership of Kuwait and also
interact with the Indian
community. The last Indian
PM to visit Kuwait was Indira
Gandhi in 1981.

The Indian community is the
largest expatriate community
in Kuwait. India is among its
top trading partners, with
bilateral trade valued at USD
10.47 billion in the financial
year 2023-24.  Kuwait is
India’s sixth largest crude
supplier, meeting 3 per cent of
the country’s energy needs.
Indian exports to Kuwait
reached USD 2 Billion for the
first time, while investments
by the Kuwait Investment
Authority in India exceed
USD 10 Billion. India and
Kuwait have enjoyed
traditionally friendly
relations, with links dating
back to pre-oil Kuwait when
maritime trade with India
was the backbone of its
economy.
Kuwait’s economy revolved
around its fine harbour and
maritime activities which
included ship building, pearl
diving, fishing and voyages to
India on wooden dhows
carrying dates, Arabian
horses and pearls that were
traded for wood, cereals,
clothes and spices, according
to people tracking the ties
between the two nations.

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

Amid the persistent dry and cold
weather, the Jammu and

Kashmir region is ready to face the
40-day-long harshest winter period
of 'Chillai Kalan', beginning from
the intervening night of December
20 and December 21. This period
of Chillai Kalan, which begins with
Winter Solstice spans from
December 21 to January 31, marks
the apex of Kashmir's severe winter.
Chillai Kalan is also known as
"Shahenshah-e-zamistan." Chilla-i
Kalan is a Persian term which
means "major cold" while the
intense cold conditions are known
as 'Jaada' in North and East India.
During Chilai Kalan, the chilling
cold increases further, while heavy
snowfall and temperatures well
below freezing point cause water

bodies and even water taps in
homes to freeze. In this 40-day
period, nights are chilly and day
temperatures are in single
digits.The winter games at the
skiing resort of Gulmarg are held
during this period.
During Chillai Kalan, many
Kashmiri families prepare
'Shabdeg' on the first day of 'Chillai
Kalan'. Meat is slow cooked with
turnips and spices in an earthen
vessel during the night intervening
December 20-21, to mark the onset
of the coldest phase of the season.
During its 40 days, the Chillai
Kalan leaves no chance to put
people through the most difficult
of hardships. Generally, however,
due to the icy winds in Chillai
Kalan, the entire valley is gripped
by severe cold. The ongoing cold
wave is said to reach its peak with

Kashmir's mountains covered in
snow for weeks, and the famous
Dal Lake also reaching freezing
point until the end of January.

Kashmir's winter pans out in three
stages starting with a 40-day
intense period from December 21
(locally called Chillai Kalan)

followed by 20 more days which
are less intense (Chillai Khurd)
and then 10 days of mild cold
(Chillai Bache). Chillai-Kalan is
the 40-day
period of harsh winter in Kashmir
that begins December 21 and ends
on January 31.
According to meteorological
reports, this year's Chillai Kalan
will begin with a cold wave, and
temperatures are expected to dip
significantly across the Kashmir
Valley. The Meteorological
Department has also predicted
that there could be light to
moderate snowfall in the coming
days, especially in the higher
reaches of the valley. The plains
are likely to experience a drop in
temperature, which may cause
frost. Srinagar recorded a
minimum temperature of minus

6.2 degrees Celsius, slightly down
from minus 6 degrees Celsius the
previous night.
According to the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), in South Kashmir,
Pahalgam, which also serves as
one of the base camps for the
annual Amarnath Yatra, registered
a low of minus 8.2 degrees Celsius,
down from the previous night's
minus 6.8 degrees Celsius.
It said Gulmarg, a tourist spot
popular for skiing, logged a
minimum of minus six degrees
Celsius, a degree down from the
previous night. A hamlet on the
outskirts of Pampore town,
Konibal, was the coldest weather
station in the valley as the
minimum settled at the low of
minus 9.2 degrees Celsius, the
office said.

PNS n CHANDIGARH/
NEW DELHI

Om Prakash Chautala, a
prominent Jat leader and

former Haryana Chief
minister whose career was
marked by dizzying highs and
rock bottoms, including stints
in jail, died on Friday. He was
89. A party spokesperson
said Chautala had hiccups in
the morning and collapsed in
his house. He was rushed to a
hospital, where he died.
The eldest son of former
deputy prime minister Devi
Lal, the five-time chief
minister headed the Indian
National Lok Dal (INLD), a
party founded by his father.
Tributes for Chautala poured
in from across the political
spectrum, with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
expressing anguish at his
passing and Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD) leader Sukhbir
Singh Badal describing it as a
“huge personal loss”. The
Haryana government
declared a three-day state
mourning from Friday. It has
also declared Saturday, when
his funeral will be held, as a
public holiday.
“He (Chautala) was active in
the state politics for many
years and strove constantly to
advance the work of Devi
Lal,” Modi said. Although
Chautala, born into an
influential political family on
January 1, 1935, in Chautala

village, could never match
the stature of his father who
was known as a messiah of
farmers, he was known for
his sharp political acumen
and wit despite not being
well-educated.
While serving his 10-year
prison term, Chautala was
released from Delhi's Tihar
jail in July 2021. He was
already out on parole at the
time. He was sent to Tihar jail
again in May 2022 after being
awarded a four-year sentence
in a disproportionate assets
case. At 87, he became the
oldest inmate. In August
2002, Delhi High Court
suspended the sentence.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

India has lodged a strong
protest with Dhaka over

certain controversial
comments by a key aide of
Bangladesh’s interim
government Mahfuj Alam. In
a now-deleted Facebook post,
Alam said India should
recognise the uprising that
forced the then Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina to
resign.
In a related issue, Lok Sabha
was informed that a total of
2,200 cases of violence against
Hindus and other minorities
have been reported in
Bangladesh this year till
December 8, and India’s
expectation is Dhaka will take
necessary measures to ensure
their safety, the government
said on Friday.
As regards controversial
comments, Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA)
spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
said “We have registered our
strong protest on this issue
with the Bangladesh side. We
understand that the post
being referred to has
reportedly been taken
down.We would like to
remind all concerned to be
mindful of their public
comments.”
He said “While India has
repeatedly signalled interest
in fostering relations with the

people and the interim
government of Bangladesh,
such comments underline the
need for responsibility in
public articulation.”
New Delhi on Thursday
expressed concern at
incidents of violence targeting
Hindus and other minorities
in Bangladesh and said the
interim government in Dhaka
has the primary responsibility
of protecting their life and
liberty.
Minister of state for external
affairs, Kirti Vardhan Singh,
made the comments in Rajya
Sabha less than a fortnight
after foreign secretary
Vikram Misri visited
Bangladesh and conveyed
India’s concerns on the issue
to members of the caretaker
administration against
minorities, Singh said.
“India’s concerns regarding
the need to ensure the safety

and protection of Hindus and
all other minority
communities in Bangladesh
have been conveyed and
reiterated to the authorities of
the interim government of
Bangladesh on various
occasions, including at the
highest level,” he added.
In a related issue, Rajya Sabha
was informed that a total of
2,200 cases of violence
against Hindus and other
minorities have been
reported in Bangladesh this
year till December 8, and
India’s expectation is Dhaka
will take necessary measures
to ensure their safety, the
government said on Friday.
Minister of State for External
Affairs Kirti Vardhan Singh
gave the information in a
written response to a query in
Rajya Sabha, citing data from
minority and human rights
organisations.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI 

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Friday

searched multiple locations in
five States in connection with a
case relating to attempts at
revival of the banned CPI
(Maoist) outfit, according to an
official statement. Extensive
searches were conducted at the
premises of suspects at two
locations in Patiala and Sri
Muktsar Sahib districts of
Punjab, four locations in
Manesar and Gurgaon districts
of Haryana, two locations in
New Delhi, and one location
each in Patna district of Bihar
and Azamgarh district of
Uttar Pradesh, it said. 
The suspects whose premises
were searched were believed
to be involved in propagating
the ideology of CPI (Maoist)
and the revival of its
northern regional bureau
wing through various frontal
organisations. The searches

led to the seizure of digital
devices, including mobile
phones, pen drives/hard
disks, laptops and memory
cards, SIM cards and other
incriminating documents
related to naxalism, said the
statement issued by the NIA. 
The searches were conducted
in a case that relates to
attempts by CPI (Maoist)
leaders, cadres, sympathisers
and over-ground workers
(OGWs) to renergise the
outfit's decrepit influence in
the NRB region, comprising
Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Delhi, Punjab, Haryana, and
Himachal Pradesh.
The NIA's investigations
have revealed that long-time
associates and other OGWs
of the outfit were being
provided funds from the
eastern regional bureau,
especially from Jharkhand, to
recruit cadres and raise the
front organisation in the
northern states, the
statement said.

WEATHER
AQI 429
MAX 23.3°C(+1)
MIN 7.5°C(-1)

Delhi continued to be the most polluted
place in India - for the fifth consecutive
day - with the overall air quality of the
national capital continuing to be in the

"severe" category. According to the
Central Pollution Control Board

(CPCB) data,  Delhi's overall 24-hour
average air quality index (AQI) was 429

(severe) at 4 pm. on Friday. The air
pollution in Delhi was over 17 times

the limit prescribed by the World
Health Organisation (WHO), in the

morning which rose to 43 times in the
evening, according to official data. The

overall level of PM2.5 (a chief
pollutant) in Delhi was 255.3
micrograms per cubic meter.

Firefighters at the site of the accident after a truck loaded with a chemical collided
with some other vehicles and caught fire on the Jaipur-Ajmer Highway PTICongress MP Priyanka Gandhi Vadra greets Samajwadi Party MP Jaya Bachchan during INDIA bloc MPs’ protest against

Home Minister Amit Shah over his remarks related to Dr BR Ambedkar, at Vijay Chowk Photo: Ranjan Dimri/The Pioneer

NIA raids multiple
locations, in five States

Three-day state mourning
for Om Prakash Chautala

Be mindful of public comments,
MEA tells Bangladesh officials 

Heavy snowfall, shabdeg, and kangris… ‘Chillai Kalan', begins in J and K

Photo: Ranjan Dimri/The Prioneer

File pphoto: PPTI

Photo: PTI

Bitter Winter Session
comes to a stormy end Delhi pollution is 43 times over WHO limit 
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Old stock gym health 

equipment for sale contact 

8288879466. 

I Pawandeep Singh Malhi 

S/O Labh Singh Malhi R/O Village 

Jalaldiwal, Tehsil Raikot, Distt. 

Ludhiana, Hereby Declares That 

My Matriculation (2003) And 12th 

Class (2005) Certificates Of ICSE 

Board, New Delhi, Have Been 

Lost. If Anybody Found Please 

Inform- 70872-78300 

I, Satnam Singh s/o S. 

Santokh Singh, R/o # 10, Sector 

18-A, Chandigarh and permanent 

R/o M-4/3, Model Town-III, New 

Delhi declare that my son 

Gagandeep Singh and his wife 

Prabhleen Kaur are out of my 

control. So, I disown them from all 

my moveable/ immoveable 

properties. Anybody deals with 

them will do so at their own risk. 

We Arvind Kumar s/o Ram 

Saroop and wife Mrs Beena R/O 

191- Village Burail, Sector 45-

Chandigarh hereby disown our son 

Gourav Kumar and his wife Akriti 

from over all moveable /immovable 

properties. They are out of our 

control, if anybody deal with them 

will do so at own risk/responsibility. 

I, Sukhpati W/o Late Sh. 

Dewan Singh R/o H.No. 1523, 

Sector-15, Sonipat has disowned 

my daughter-in-law Kanta W/o Late 

Sh. Dheeraj Ranga & my grand 

daughters Poorva & Tejas from my 

all movable-immovable property as 

they are out of my control. In future, 

if anybody deals with them, he/she 

will do at their own risk. 

I, Krishan Boora S/o Sh. 

Umrao Singh R/o VPO Mirzapur, 

Tehsil & Distt. Hisar (Haryana) 

hereby disown my unmarried son 

Lakshay Boora from my moveable 

and immoveable property as he is 

out of my control. I or my family is 

not responsible for his any act, deal 

and dispute. Who do so ever will be 

responsible himself. 

I, Lachhman  Singh S/o Sh. 

Maghar Singh R/o Village Alipur, 

Jaloli, Panchkula Haryana, Declare 

that my daughter Gagandeep Kaur 

is out of my control. So, I disown 

her from my all Moveable / 

Immoveable Properties. Anybody 

Dealing with her at their own Risk. 

I Sahib Singh S/O Sarja 

Singh R/O Bhagora Sub Tehsil 

Ghanaur Tehsil Rajpura Distt 

Patiala Declare That My Son 

Sumitpal Singh And His Wife 

Kawaljit Kaur Are Out Of My 

Control. So I Disown Both Of Them  

From All My Movable And 

Immovable Properties. Anybody 

Dealing With Them On Their Own 

Risk. 

I, Shivnandan Sharma s/o 

Durga Parsad r/o Gali No. 2, 

Shastri Colony, Karnal declare that 

my son Manish is out of my control. 

I disown him from my movable & 

immovable properties. In future he 

will be responsible for his own 

transactions, legal and illegal 

activities. I and any member of my 

family will not be responsible for 

this. 

I, Subhash Chander, son of 

Krishna Lal, resident of 371, Gali 

No. 3, Basant Bihar, Karnal, 

Haryana, hereby declare that my 

son, Kamal Sharma, and his wife, 

Hani Sharma, are out of my control. 

Therefore, I hereby disown both of 

them from all my movable and 

immovable properties. Anybody 

deal with them will do at their own 

Risk. Neither I nor my family will be 

held responsible for their actions in 

any manner. 

We Satish Kumar S/o Puran 

Singh and Sunita Devi W/o Satish 

Kumar R/o House No 4494-A, 

Sector 46-D, Chandigarh inform 

that our daughter Anu Rani W/o 

Bikram Singh and her husband 

Bikram Singh R/o Ward No 8, 

Balachaur, Nawanshahr Punjab 

and out of our control. We disown 

them from our all moveable and 

Immovable Properties. Anybody 

deal with them will do at their own 

Risk. We are not responsible for 

their any activities. 

I, Turi Devi W/o Amar Gir 

Vill.Tikri, Pehowa, Kurukshetra My 

Daughter Shobha Devi I had 

evicted her but now she is within 

my control, therefore I cancel the 

eviction and include her back in the 

family and in future she will inherit 

my movable and immovable 

property. 

We, Ram Saroop S/o Sh. 

Sadhu Ram & Soma Vati W/o Sh. 

Ram Saroop both resident of Dhar 

ki Ber, PO-Dharampur, Distt. Solan, 

Himachal Pradesh-173209 declare 

that our son Nitin Chaudhary and 

his wife Kavita is not in our Control. 

We disown our Son and his wife 

from our Movable and immovable 

Properties. Anybody dealing with 

them will be solely responsible for 

his legal and illegal Activities. We 

and any of our family member have 

nothing to do with him. 

We, Javid Sha S/o Miya Sha 

and Shehnaj Bano W/o Javid Sha 

R/o House No. 132, Village- 

Budhanpur, Sector-16, Panchkula. 

Tehsil & Distt. Panchkula Haryana 

Declare that our Son Shanwaj is 

out of our control. We Disown our 

Son From our All Movable and 

immovable Properties. Anybody 

dealing with him will do at his own 

risk and cost. We will have nothing 

to do with it. 

I Manmohan Bakshi S/o 

Barkat Ram R/o H.no. 976 Vill. & 

PO Boh Near Bus Stand Ambala 

Cantt that my son Narinder 

Bakhshi and his wife Priya Bakshi 

are out of my control so I disown 

them from all my moveable 

immoveable properties.  In future 

anybody dealing with them at their 

own risk, me and my family will not 

be responsible. 

I Jagdish Lal S/o Bhagwan 

Dass R/o H.No.09, Ward No. 9, 

permanent resident of Sanaur. My 

son Tarun Kumar and his wife 

Kamal both are beyond my words. 

I disown them from my movable 

and immovable property. I and my 

family members will have no 

connection with them. 

ਮ�, ਮੋਹਨ ਿਸੰਘ ਪੁੱਤਰ ਚਰਨ ਿਸੰਘ 

ਵਾਸੀ ਭੰਗਵਾ ਤਿਹਸੀਲ ਅਤੇ ਿਜਲਾ 

ਗੁਰਦਾਸਪੁਰ ਆਪਣੀ ਲੜਕੀ ਕੁਲਜੀਤ ਕੌਰ 

ਪਤਨੀ ਰਿਜੰਦਰ ਿਸੰਘ ਵਾਸੀ ਮੱਦੋਵਾਲ  ਨੰੂ 

ਆਪਣੀ  ਚੱਲ ਅਚੱਲ  ਜਾਇਦਾਦ ਤ! ਬੇਦਖਲ 

ਕਰਦਾ ਹਾਂ ਿਕਉਿਂਕ ਉਹ ਮੇਰੇ ਕਿਹਣੇ ਿਵੱਚ 

ਨਹੀ ਂਹੈ। ਉਸ ਨਾਲ ਲੈਣ ਦੇਣ ਕਰਨ ਵਾਲਾ 

ਖੁਦ ਿਜੰਮੇਵਾਰ ਹੋਵੇਗਾ। 

I Simarjeet Kaur w/o 

Narinder Singh R/o Vill:  Kala 

Afgana, Teh. Batala, Distt. 

Gurdaspur declare that Simarjeet 

Kaur and Simarnjeet Kaur both 

name are one and same person 

only. Concerned Note. 

I Parveen Vohra W/o Mangat 

Ram R/o Randev Mohalla, Purana 

Bazar, Kahnuwan declare that 

Parveen Vohra and Parveen 

Kumari both name are one and 

same person only i.e. myself. 

Concerned Note. 

I, Gurmeet Kaur M/o 

No.15142032L Nk Gurmel Singh 

(Retd.) R/o Village Nika Thetharke,  

Post Office Dera Baba Nanak, 

Tehsil – Dera Baba Nanak Distt 

Gurdaspur, State Punjab  declare 

that in the army service record of 

my son my name Gurmit Kaur and 

DOB 11 Feb 1957 is recorded, 

which is incorrect but my correct 

and exact name is Gurmeet Kaur 

and DOB is 25 Nov 1958 vide 

affidavit no IN-

PB80785096746285W dated 

18/12/2024 before Executive 

Magistrate Dera Baba Nanak 

I,  Smt. Gurdeep Kaur 

mother of No.3400684X Ex Hav. 

Mukhtiar Singh Residence of 

Village Gorsian, PO-Bhattian, 

Tehsil and District Gurdaspur  

(PB)-143517   have   changed my  

name  from  Gurdip Kaur to 

Gurdeep Kaur and  date  of  birth  

from  15/09/1954   to 01/01/1961 

E-Stamp   No   ( Affidavit)     IN-

PB67436188171014W  Dt   

04/10/2024 produced  before 

Executive  Magistrate Kahnuwan 

(Gurdaspur). Please note   all   

concerned. 

I Mahabir s/o Chatar Singh 

r/o village Madanheri Tehsil Bass. 

District Hisar declare on my own 

that my name has been wrongly 

written as Mahabir in my Aadhar 

card whereas my correct name in 

all the documents is Bhiru Ram. In 

future I should be known and 

identified by the name of Bhiru 

Ram. 

I Gurmeet Singh S/O Iqbal 

Singh R/O Uncha Chandna Tehsil 

Jagadhri Distt Yamunanagar 

Declare That In My Passport No. 

A8584429 My Wife Name Is 

Wrongly Mentioned As Rajinder 

Kaur And My Place Of Birth 

Recorded As Yamuna Nagar. My 

Wife Correct Name Is Rajender 

Kaur And My Place Of Birth Is 

Uncha Chandna 

I, Pradeep R/o Rajmal Dalal 

R/o Vill Ghuskani, PO Tigrana, Teh 

& Distt Bhiwani, declare that in my 

10th class mark sheet enrollment 

number 21-2-HB-575-0008 and roll 

number 1021150487 my DOB is 

mentioned as 12-12-2006 which is 

wrong. My correct DOB is 05-10-

1999 which should be corrected in 

my mark sheet. 

I, Shamsher Singh son of 

Nathu Ram resident of Kheri 

Masania Tehsil Uchana District 

Jind (Haryana) declare on my 

affidavit that my name has been 

mistakenly recorded as 

Shaamsher Singh in my Aadhar 

Card No. 4492 3850 1143. 

Whereas in all my other 

documents my name is recorded 

as Shamsher Singh which is 

correct. 

I, Premvati W/o No. 

13930253 Ex Sepoy Udey Singh 

Rajput S/o Sh. Jai Narayan Singh 

R/o Vill. & P.O. Rithal, Teh. & Distt.  

Rohtak (Haryana) declare that my 

name Boli Bai and my DOB 

08.06.1949 are wrongly mentioned 

in my husband Army record. But 

my correct & actual name is 

Premvati and my correct DOB is 

06.08.1947. vide affidavit dated 

20.12.2024 before Notary Public 

Rohtak. 

I, Usha Rani W/o Sh. Vipin 

R/o H.No. 168, Village Chimni, 

Distt. Jhajjar Haryana declare that 

in my son Birth Certificate his 

name mentioned as Armaan, 

father's name is Vicky, mother's 

name is Sonia and address is 

Chimni. My correct name is Usha 

Rani, my husband's correct name 

is Vipin and my son's correct name 

is Armaan Kadyan. In future, my 

son will be known as Armaan 

Kadyan instead of Armaan, I will be 

known as Usha Rani instead of 

Sonia and my husband will be 

known as Vipin instead of Vicky. 

I, Shantabai Ganpat 

Wadekar Mother of No. JC-

770524L Rank Sub Name 

Wadekar Santosh Ganpat 

Permanent resident of Village & 

P.O. Mandwad, Tehsil Nandgaon, 

Distt. Nashik, State- Maharashtra, 

Pin Code-423106, of (Unit) 758 (I) 

Fd Wksp Coy C/o 56 APO declare 

that in my son's service record my 

name and D.O.B. is wrongly 

entered as Shantabai Wadekar 

and 01-07-1956 instead of 

Shantabai Ganpat Wadekar and 

15-08-1960 vide Affidavit dated 19-

12-2024 before Sat Pal Notary 

Pathankot (PB) 

I, No. 13618067Y Rank Ex-

L/Hav, Name Kuldip Singh son of 

Sh. Jagat Ram resident of Village 

Najo Chak P/o Narangpur Tehsil & 

District Pathankot -145025, Punjab 

declare that I have changed my 

daughter's name from Siwani 

Thakur to Shiwani Thakur and my 

D.O.B is 20-01-1992 

I Sunny Kaura S/O Sh. Shiv 

Kumar Kaura, R/O Uma Hardware 

and Sanitary Store, Main Bazar 

Banikhet, P. O. Banikhet, Tehsil 

Dalhousie, Distt Chamba (HP) 

declare that in my daughter's birth 

certificate her name is wrongly 

entered as Aahana instead of 

Aahana Kaura. 

I, Charanjit Kaur wife of 

Bhagwant Singh Litt presently 

residing at 2041 Bradner Road, 

Abbotsford, BC V4X 1E1 Canada. 

My address in India is VPO Burj 

Littan, Distt: Ludhiana PB INDIA, 

have changed my name to 

Charanjit Kaur Litt w.e.f, from 

today 06 Dec 2024. All concerned 

may please note. 

I, Des Raj Nigah S/O Jeet 

Ram R/O Vill. Kutbewal, P.O. 

Goraya, Distt. Jalandhar Punjab, 

India Presently Living At 38 

Littledale Street Kampston Bedford 

MK82 8PH UK Have Changed My 

Name From Des Raj To Des Raj 

Nigah Subject To The Approval Of 

Indian High Commission At UK. 

I, S Antonyamal Is Legally 

Mother Of No 15334548H HAV, R 

Selvaraj Unit Of 5 Engr. Regt. (372 

FD COY) C/O 56 APO, Residing At 

1/79, Matha Kovil Street, VPO. 

Llaiyarasanendal, Distt. 

Thoothukkudi, (Tamil Nadu) Pin-

627713, Have Changed My Name 

From S Antonyamal to S 

Antonyammal & Date Of Birth From 

01/07/1964 To 12/08/1973. 

I,  No 14400290M Ex- Nk 

Satvinder Singh resident of VPO 

Chhat,  Tehsil Dera Bassi, Distt 

SAS Nagar (Punjab) hereby 

declare that name of my wife 

recorded in Army documents as 

Charanjeet Kour and date of birth 

19 Feb 1974 which is incorrect. 

Correct name is Charanjeet Kaur 

and date of birth is 15 Dec 1974 as 

recorded in her Aadhar Card and 

PAN Card. Please note. 

It is for general information 

that I, Kashish Jain D/o Puneet 

Jain R/o H.No. 350, Adarsh Nagar, 

PO. Basti Guzan, Jalandhar, 

Punjab- 144002 declare that name 

of my father has been wrongly 

written as Rakesh Jain in my 

educational documents. The actual 

name of my father is Puneet Jain 

respectively which may be 

amended accordingly. 

म� सतबीर मिलक पु* +ी मह/0 

िसंह मिलक िनवासी मकान नंबर 82 ;<ा 

से>र 2 िजला रोहतक हBरयाणा अपने 

हF से बयां करता Gं िक सतबीर मािलक 

और सतबीर िसंह मिलक दोनो ंमेरे ही नाम 

है | मेरे पाBरवाBरक कागजो ंम/ मेरा नाम 

सतबीर िसंह मिलक है जो की सही है | 

I, Neelam W/O Varinder 

Kumar R/O House no - 912, 

Mohalla Sant Nagar, Teh/Distt 

Pathankot Have Changed My 

Name From Neelam To Neelam 

Dogra. 

I, Varinder Kumar S/O 

Manohar Lal R/O House no - 

912, Mohalla Sant Nagar, 

Teh/Distt Pathankot Have 

Changed My Name From 

Varinder Kumar To Surname 

Kumar Given Name Varinder. 

I, Anil S/o Om Parkash 

Kaushik R/o 989/29, Gali No. 3, 

Malviya Nagar, Mehlana Road, 

Near Sector-23 Main Road, 

Sonipat, Haryana have changed 

my name to Anil Kaushik for all 

future purposes. 

I, Palak D/o Varinder Singh 

Phull resident of House No. 

3165, Sector 28-D, Chandigarh 

have changed my name from 

Palak to Palak Phull. All 

concerned please note. 

I, Acchari Devi W/o Sh. 

Diwan Chand R/o Village Tajpur, 

Post office Gardley, Tehsil 

Anandpur Sahib, Distt. 

Rupnagar have changed my 

name from Acchari Devi to 

Anjana Devi. 

I, Sushma Rani W/O Anand 

Walia, R/O H.No. 1231, Sector- 

4, Panchkula (Haryana), have 

changed my name from Sushma 

Rani to Sushma Walia. 

I, Manjit Singh Galhotra 

S/o Santa Singh R/o 420-A, 

Ward no. 13, Krishana Gali, 

Chotti Line, Jagadhri, Yamuna 

Nagar have changed my name 

from Manjit Singh Galhotra to 

Manjeet Singh. 

I, Manjeet Singh S/o late 

Santa Singh R/o 420-A, Ward 

no. 13, Krishana Gali, Chotti 

Line, Jagadhri, Yamuna Nagar 

declare that in my Passport no. 

A1063051  my father name 

written as Santa Singh Galhotra. 

My father’s correct name is 

Santa Singh. 

I Sandeep Kumar S/o 

Sohan Lal R/o H. no. 1585, 

Block-D, Ansal Sushant City, 

Panipat have changed my minor 

daughter's name from Aradhya 

Khurana to Aradhya for all future 

purposes.  

I, Rachel Raj w/o Nishu 

Kumar R/o # 44, Village 

Garnala, Post Office Dhankaur, 

Distt  Ambala have changed my 

name from Rachel to Rachel 

Raj. 

I, Manish Kumar C/o 

Mansa Ram R/o Ward No. 5, 

Jakhera, District Una, Himachal 

Pradesh - 174315, have 

changed my name Manish 

Kumar to Iqra Bains. 

I, Arjinder Singh Kalsi S/o 

Tarlok Singh R/o H No.7, Ajit 

Nagar, Near Dingra Hospital, 

Amritsar, Punjab have changed 

my name from Arjinder Singh 

Kalsi to Arjinder Singh. 

I, Sonu Singh S/o Sh. 

Ramphal R/o Village Rohera, 

Tehsil Rajaund, Distt. Kaithal, 

inform that I have changed my 

name from Sonu to Sonu Singh. 

In future I may be known as 

Sonu Singh. 

I, Sahil S/o Rakesh, House 

No 2761, Janta Colony, Sector 

25, Chandigarh have changed 

my minor daughter name from 

Vishakha to Shanaya. 

I, Prashant Jha S/o Pawan 

Kumar Jha R/o D-11, Shalimar 

Enclave HMTG, Dhakauli, SAS 

Nagar Mohali Punjab inform that 

in my some documents my 

father name is Pawan Kumar 

Jha and some other documents 

Pawan Jha. My father Correct 

name is Pawan Kumar Jha. 

I, Poonam Kumari W/o 

Shish Pal R/o House No. 1704, 

Hallomajra, Chandigarh have 

changed my name from Poonam 

Kumari to Pooja Devi. 

I, Shishpal Kumar S/o 

Amiri R/o House No. 538, 

Hallomajra, Chandigarh have 

changed my minor daughter 

name name from Kajal Jaiswal 

to Kajal. 

I, Shishpal Kumar S/o 

Amiri R/o House No. 538, 

Hallomajra, Chandigarh have 

changed my name from 

Shishpal Kumar to Shish Pal. 

I, Tannu Bathla alias Geeta 

Rani W/o Sh. Naresh Bathla R/o 

H.No. 922/8, Sanoli Road, 

Panipat, declare that in a house 

located in the area of population 

New Ramesh Nagar, Panipat, 

Barue Vasika S.R. Panipat, my 

name is written as Geeta Rani. 

Tannu Bathla and Geeta Rani are 

both the names of the same 

person for all purposes. 

I, Service No 15774600w 

Rank Hav(Occ) Name Lakhan 

Singh Of Unit105 Ad Regt C/O 56 

Apo, R/O Vpo-Pali, Tehsil Suroth, 

Distt-Karauli, State- Rajasthan, 

Have Changed My Daughter 

Name From Anjna To Anjana 

Kumari Vide Affidcavit Dated 20-

12-2024 Before Ambala Cantt. 

I, Savita Yadav Is Legally 

Wedded Spouse Of Service No 

15772311h Rank Rhm(Occ) Name 

Virendra Singh Yadav Of Unit 105 

Ad Regt C/O 56 Apo, R/O Vill-

Kalgaon, Po- Bamnwas, Teshsil- 

Buhana, Distt- Jhunjhunu, State- 

Rajasthan, Have Changed My 

Name From Savita Yadav To 

Savita Devi Vide Affidavit Dated 

20-12-2024 Before Ambala Cantt. 

I, Meera Urf Sunita Bhambhu 

W/o  Surajbhan  R/o H. No. 164,  

Village Gawar (19), Distt. Hisar, 

Haryana declare that I have 

changed my name from Meera Urf 

Sunita Bhambu to  Sunita 

Bhambhu  for all future purpose. 

I, Mohit Kumar Kathpalia s/o 

Jai Dayal r/o H.No.3600, Sector 

15, part 3, Sonipat have changed 

my name to Mohit Kumar for all 

future purposes. 

I, Gurwinder Singh S/O 

Surain Singh R/O VPO Padde, 

Tehsil Batala, Gurdaspur, Punjab-

143514 have changed my name to 

Gurwinder Singh Padda. 

I, Narinder Kaur W/O 

Gurwinder Singh Padda R/O VPO 

Padde, Tehsil Batala, Gurdaspur, 

Punjab-143514 have changed my 

name to Narinder Kaur Padda. 

I, Prashant S/O Ramesh R/O 

Ward No-3, Naya Bazar, Tehsil 

Theog, Shimla, Himachal Pradesh-

171201 have changed my name to 

Prashant Sharma. 

I, Navneet Kaur Dhani D/o 

Kanwardeep Singh R/o H.No.163, 

Link Road, Sahibzada Jujhar 

Singh Avenue Tabowali, Amritsar 

have changed my name from 

Navneet Kaur Dhani to Navneet is 

my Given name and Kaur is my 

Surname. 

I, hitherto Known as Divnoor 

Kaur Daughter of Bhupinder Singh 

Gogna residing at Village Daad, 

PO Lalton Kalan, District 

Ludhiana-142022 Punjab have 

changed my name and Shall 

hereafter be known as Divnoor 

Gogna 

I, Sukhjinder Singh S/o 

Sardara Singh R/o Village Maman, 

PO Rai Chak District Gurdaspur 

have declare that my minor son 

Given name is Navarjun and 

Surname is Singh 

I, Baldev Raj S/o Mohan Lal 

R/O M-3/781 Noori Muhalla, Gate 

Bhagtan Wala District Amritsar 

have change my minor Son’s 

name from Devraj to Diljan Singh 

I, Ashwani Kumar Mahajan 

S/o Kewal Krishan Gupta R/o A - 

220 Ranjit Avenue Distt Amritsar 

143001 have changed my name 

Ashwani Kumar Mahajan to 

Ashwani Kumar Gupta 

I, Gurbaj Singh Arora S/o 

Arwinder Singh R/o D-17/1181, 

Kartar Nagar Gali No.1 Chheharta, 

Amritsar have changed my name 

Ffrom Gurbaj Singh Arora To 

Gurbaj Singh. 

I, No.15185821L Hav (Rst) 

Pradip Kumar S/o Chandra Pal 

Singh R/o Village Bhurrka Post 

Saraineem, Jalesar, Etah Jalesar, 

Uttar Pradesh-207302 have 

changed my daughter’s name from 

Kumari Suhana Yadav to Suhana 

Yadav Vide Affidavit No.IN-

PB90591324038912W 

Dt.20.12.2024 before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Lalit Kumar Sachdeva S/o 

Khan Chand R/o 86 A Anand 

Avenue Backside Manav Public 

School District Amritsar have 

changed my name from Lalit 

Kuamr Sachdeva to Lalit Kumar 

I, Anuj Khanna S/o Subash 

Khanna R/o H.No.122, Anand 

Avenue, Amritsar have changed 

my minor daughter’s name from 

Aazia to Aazia Khanna 

I, Major Singh S/o Lakha 

Singh R/o VPO Khilchian Tehsil 

Baba Bakala District Amritsar have 

declare that Major is my Given 

name and Singh is my Surname 

I, Manohar Singh S/o Surta 

Singh R/o Village Rattangarh, PO 

Bhinder Tehsil Baba Bakala District 

Amritsar have declare that 

Manohar is my Given name and 

Singh is my Surname 

I, Viney Mohan S/o Rajender 

Kumar R/o H.No. 443, Sector 21-

P, MGA, Hisar, Haryana-125001, 

have changed the name of my 

minor daughter Nikisha aged 5 

years 01 month and she shall 

hereafter be known as Nivaanya 

Nokhwal. 

I, Viney Mohan S/o Rajender 

Kumar R/o H. No. 443, Sector 21-

P, MGA, Hisar, Haryana-125001, 

have changed the name of my 

minor daughter Saanvi aged 12 

years 11 months and she shall 

hereafter be known as Devanshi 

Nokhwal. 

I, Suhail S/o Ebadul Hak R/o 

Upmahole Tipra, Tehsil- Kasoli, 

Distt. Solan (HP) have changed 

my name from Golu to Suhail and 

DOB from 04-04-1999to 04-04-

2001. 

I Bhupinder Sohi S/o Jai Pal 

Singh R/o House no 1033, Sector- 

6, Urban Estate Karnal, Haryana  

have changed my name from 

Bhupinder Sohi to Bhupinder 

Singh 

I Harsh S/O Gyan Chand R/O 

861 Ugala Ambala Haryana,  Have 

Changed My Name From Harsh To 

Harsh Kumar. 

I, Rajender Singh S/o Mewa 

Singh R/o VPO Chhattar Ramna 

Patti Tehsil Nerwana Distt Jind 

(Haryana)- 126125 , India have 

changed my mother name from 

Bimla Devi to Bimla due to wrong 

name record in my Army Service 

record. 

I, Dilbag Singh S/O Gurdial 

Singh R/O 76, Sewa Nagar, Ram 

Tirath Road, Amritsar have 

changed my name from Dilbag 

Singh to Dilbag Singh Chauhan. 

Concerned please note. 

I Surjit Kaur M/O No. 

15562220f Rank Hav Name Sardul 

Singh, R/O Vpo Wadala Khurd, 

Tehsil Baba Bakala Sahib, Distt. 

Amritsar, Declare That I Have 

Changed My Name Sarjeet Kaur 

To Surjit Kaur And My Dob Is 01-

01-1958. 

I Sukhmander Singh S/O 

Jarnail Singh R/O Mirza Patti, Vpo 

Panjgrain Kalan (Faridkot) Have 

Changed My Name To 

Sukhmander Singh Brar. 

I Kamaljit Kaur W/O 

Sukhmander Singh Brar R/O Mirza 

Patti, Vpo Panjgrain Kalan 

(Faridkot) Have Changed My 

Name To Kamaljit Kaur Brar. 

I Rajveer Kaur Sidhu W/O 

Navdeep Singh Brar R/O Partap 

Nagar, Kotkapura (Faridkot) Have 

Changed My Name To Rajveer 

Kaur Brar After Marriage. 

I Sarla Chauhan W/O Romi 

Chauhan R/O Sainj (334), Sainj, 

Shimla Himachal Pradesh Have 

Changed My Name From Sarla 

Chauhan To Sarla 

I Khushvinder Nagpal  S/O 

Sh.Narain Dass R/O Vpo. 

Saraswati Nagar (Mustafabad)Teh. 

Jagadhri Distt. Yamunanagar 

(Haryana) Have Changed My 

Name From Khushvinder Nagpal  

To Khushinder Nagpal. In Future,I 

Should Be Known As Khushinder 

Nagpal 

I, Sumit Son Of Kuldeep 

Kumar  Vpo Jindwari(Jindbari) 

Tehsil Nangal District Rupnagar, 

Declare That My Name Is Sumit 

And My Surname Is Also Sumit 

I Amandeep Kaur D/O 

Pawitar Singh R/O Kala Manj Road 

Mukerian Distt Hoshiarpur Have 

Changed My Name From 

Amandeep To Amandeep Kaur 

I Veerpal Kaur W/O Ramdiyal 

Singh Brar R/O Village Burj Hari Ka 

(Faridkot) Have Changed My 

Name To Veerpal Kaur Brar. 

I, Service No. Jc-3113609p, 

Rank-Sub, M G Nanjappa S/O  M 

B Ganapathi, Resident Of Vill. 

Manchalli, Manchalli, & Forest 

District-Kadagu, Karnataka-

571250, Have Changed His Name 

From M G Nanjappa To Nanjappa 

M G In His Son School Record. 

I Am Harinder Singh, Ex No-

15110347-F, Rank- Nk, Residence 

Of Vill- Khairpur, Po-Dhangrali, 

Tehsil-Rupnagar, District-

Rupnagar, State - Punjab Declare 

That I Change My Daughter's 

Name (Damanprit Kaur To 

Damanpreet Kaur) 

I Yogesh Kumar S/O Late Sh. 

Parshotam Dass Gupta R/O H.No. 

2097, Gf, Sector 45-C Chandigarh, 

Have Changed My Name From 

Yogesh Kumar To Yogesh Gupta. 

I, Narender Kaajla  S/O  Shri  

Amar Lal  R/O House No. 1738,  

Sector- 21,  Panchkula Haryana,  

Have  Changed  My Name From  

Narender Kaajla To Narender 

Singh. 

I, Usha Kaajla  W/O  Shri  

Narender Singh R/O House No. 

1738,  Sector- 21,  Panchkula  

Haryana,  Have  Changed  My 

Name From   Usha  Kaajla To Usha  

Rani . 

I,  Jaskaran Singh S/o Gurjan 

Singh Grewal, H. No. 2627, Block-

C, Near Airport Chownk, Aerocity, 

PO Manauli,  Distt SAS Nagar 

(Mohali)  have changed my name 

to Jaskaran Singh Grewal. 

I, Tannu S/o  Naresh Kumar 

R/o H. No.  1249, Main Bazar,  

Krishanpura, Panipat, have 

changed my name from Tannu to 

Tarun Kumar.  

I, Major Sahib S/o Sewa Ram 

R/o Village Talwandi Mohma, PO. 

Nathu Chahal, Distt. Kapurthala, 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Major to Major Sahib. 

I, Santosh W/o Hari Om 

Sharma R/o H.No. B-X-501 Bank 

Colony, Batala, Distt. Gurdaspur, 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Santosh to Santosh Sharma 

after marriage. 

I, Harbansh Singh S/o Bir 

Singh R/o Village Polar, Distt. 

Kaithal (Haryana) declares that I 

have changed my name from 

Harbansh Singh to Harbans Singh. 

In future, I will be known by the 

name of Harbans Singh. All 

concerned please note. 

I, Parhalad Sharma S/o 

Anant Ram R/o House No. 441, 

Ward No. 08, HUDA R-3, Cheeka, 

Tehsil Guhla, Distt. Kaithal 

(Haryana) declares that I am 

known by two names Parhalad 

Sharma and Prahlad, my both 

names are correct and used for the 

same one person but in future, I will 

be known by the name of Parhalad 

Sharma. All concerned please 

note.  

I, Ramesh Kumar s/o Hawa 

Singh r/o Kutail, Madhuban, Distt. 

Karnal (Haryana) have changed 

my minor daughter name from 

Vanshika to Mokshika. In future 

she should be known as Mokshika. 

I, Bikram Kumar S/o 

Jaswinder Pal R/o Rongla, Patiala 

(Punjab) have changed my name 

from Bikram Kumar to Vicky 

Sharma. 

I, Karamjit Singh Kang S/o 

Jaswant Singh R/o Village Magar 

Sahib, PO. Massingan, Tehsil 

Dudhan Sadan, Distt. Patiala 

(Punjab) declare that in 

matriculation certificate of my 

daughter Harshpreet Kaur, my 

name wrongly mentioned as 

Karamjit Singh but my correct 

name is Karamjit Singh Kang. 

I, Kirandip Kaur W/o Karamjit 

Singh Kang R/o Village Magar 

Sahib, PO. Massingan, Tehsil 

Dudhan Sadan, Distt. Patiala 

(Punjab) declare that in 

matriculation certificate of my 

daughter Harshpreet Kaur, my 

name wrongly mentioned as 

Kirandeep Kaur but my correct 

name is Kirandip Kaur. 

I, Rachit S/o Sh. Avinash 

Mehta R/o 13, Bank Colony, Near 

Sihag Hospital, Sirsa (Haryana). 

That I have changed my name 

from Rachit to Rachit Mehta , in 

future my name is to be called as 

Rachit Mehta. 

I, Mintu S/o Sant Ram R/o 

H.No. 27-L, Cool Road, New 

Colony, Jalandhar, Punjab have 

changed my name from Mintu to 

Tajinder Kumar. 

I, Rajvinder Kaur W/o 

Gurvinder Singh R/o H.No. 1288, 

Urban Estate, Kapurthala have 

changed my name from Rajvinder 

Kaur to Kaur Rajvinder. 

I, Sarbpreet Singh S/o Jasvir 

Singh R/o VPO. Sarih, PS-

Nakodar, Distt. Jalandhar have 

changed my name from Sarbpreet 

Singh to Sarbpreet Singh Sandhu.  

I, Shri Kant S/o Raj Pal R/o B-

3/95, Ghartholi Mohalla, Post 

Office Pathankot, District 

Pathankot, Punjab have changed 

my name from Shri Kant to Shree 

Kant Walia. 

I, Suchinder Kumar S/o 

Shaukat Ram R/o Viilage Pandori 

Musharkati, Bundala, Distt. 

Jalandhar- 144034, Punjab, India 

have changed my name to 

Suchander Kumar. 

I, Rachna Rani W/o Raj 

Kumar R/o 654/4. Tiba Farm, 

Pehowa, Kurukshetra have 

Changed my name Rachna 

Kumari. 

I, Satpal Singh S/o 

Birashbhan Singh R/o Bahadarpur, 

Distt. Mansa punjab, Have 

Changed My Given Name Satpal 

Surname Singh 

I, Dalwinder Singh S/O 

Jaswant Singh R/O Village Gobind 

Nagar, Dera Fateh Singh, Pehowa, 

Kurukshetra, Haryana Changed 

Given Name Dalwinder Surname 

Singh. 

I, Santosh Rani W/o Satish 

Kumar R/o House No.26, Ward 

No.3 Guru Nanak Colony, Pehowa, 

Kurukshetra, Haryana have 

Changed my name From Santosh 

Rani to Santro Devi. 

I, Sujal Kawatra S/o Rajesh 

Kawatra R/o House No 905/5, 

Mohan Nagar, Thanesar, Distt 

Kurukshetra have changed my 

name from Sujal to Sujal Kawatra. 

I Bahadar Singh S/O 

Gurcharan Singh R/O Vill. Jattpur, 

P.O. Chaggran, District Hoshiarpur 

Punjab Have Changed My Name 

To Bahadur Singh. 

I Karanjit Singh S/O 

Harcharan Singh R/O Vill. Bassi 

Maroof Siala. P.O Baghpur Distt 

Hoshiarpur Declare That My Given 

Name As Karanjit And Surname As 

Singh. 

I Sarup Kaur W/O Des Raj 

R/O Vill. Himmatpur, P.O. Dhanoa, 

District Hoshiarpur Punjab Have 

Changed My Name To Saroop 

Kaur. 

I Desraj Singh S/O Sant Ram 

R/O Vill. Himmatpur, P.O. Dhanoa, 

District Hoshiarpur Punjab Have 

Changed My Name To Des Raj. 

I Shaveta W/O Sachin Kumar 

Sharmar/O H.No.-51 Street No.-1 

Near Mata Mandir New Lajpat 

Nagar Ludhiana have Changed My 

Name To Shaveta Sharma. 

I Kulwant Singh Gill S/O 

Mahinder Singh R/O Baja Patti 

Landeke Moga Have Changed My 

Name To Kulwant Singh.  

I Rajesh Kumar S/o Sh. 

Manga Ram R/o #61, Nirmal Baba 

Vihar, Karnal have changed my 

name from Rajesh Kumar to 

Ranveer. In future, I should be 

known as Ranveer. 

I, Pradeep Kumar G B 

resident of Village- Gandasi, Post- 

Gandasi, Tehsil- Arasikere, District- 

Hassan, State- Karnataka, Pin-

573119, have changed my Son 

name from Harshith G P to 

Harshath Gowda G P Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB89431669485306W 

dared 17 Dec 2024 before notary 

public Pathankot. 
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BEDKHALI NOTICE Amateur Golfers Society set to host 7th Amateur Golfers 

Society Golf Tournament 

Panchkula: The Amateur Golfers Society (AGS) is set to host 

its 7th Amateur Golfers Society Golf Tournament, on 

December 22, at the Panchkula Golf Club(PGC). Advocate 

Suresh K. Gupta, Founder Trustee of AGS; S.S. Prasad, a 

former IAS officer who was Ex Home Secretary, Government 

of Haryana and is currently Patron, Amateur Golfers Society 

and Tavleen Batra, a golf coach & Director (Events) AGS 

addressed the media at PGC to share details of the upcoming 

golf tournament. Gupta said, “As many as 96 amateur golfers 

which include 8 women golfers will show their golfing talent 

while competing in three handicap categories – 0-9, 9-16 and 

above 16. The tee-off time on Dec 22 will be at 7.30 am.” 

Prasad said, “The golf tournaments organised by NGO are 

central to its efforts to nurture golfing talent in the Panchkula 

& Chandigarh capital region. To boost the golfers’ morale, the 

winners shall be given AGS trophies and all participants shall 

be felicitated. We will also announce overall winners in both 

the men’s and women’s categories.” 

SJVN’s Rampur HPS achieves its Design 

Energy for FY 2024-25 over Three Months in 

advance. 

Shimla: SJVN's 412 MW Rampur Hydro Power Station has 

achieved its design energy target of 1878.08 million units for 

the financial year 2024-25 on 18th December 2024. This record 

has been clocked over three months ahead of schedule. This 

marks the second-fastest record for design energy generation 

by Rampur HPS, closely following the earlier record set on 

15.12.2019 during FY 2019-20. These accomplishments reflect 

the high technical standards, efficient maintenance practices 

and operational excellence practiced by the power station. 

Rampur HPS is being operated as Tandem Operating System 

with 1500 MW Nathpa Jhakri Hydro Power Station which is 

an exceptional model in India’s hydropower sector. 

NHPC Signs MoU with Government of Bihar 

to invest Rs. 5500 Crore in Solar Energy and 

Green Hydrogen Projects. 

Continuing the march towards promotion of sustainable development 

of energy and efforts to ensure energy for everyone, NHPC Limited 

(a Navratna enterprise of Govt. of India) and Department of 

Industries, Govt. of Bihar exchanged ‘Intent for Investment’ MoU 

during the ongoing Bihar Business Connect 2024 (Global Investor 

Summit) at Patna on 20.12.2024. The MoU was exchanged between 

Shri R.K. Chaudhary, CMD, NHPC and Smt. Bandana Preyashi, 

IAS, Secretary, Department of Industries, Govt. of Bihar in the august 

presence of Shri Vijay Kumar Sinha, Hon’ble Deputy Chief Minister 

of Bihar, Shri Bijendra Prasad Yadav, Hon’ble Minister of Energy 

and Planning & Development Department, Govt. of Bihar and Shri 

Nitish Mishra, Hon’ble Minister of Department of Industries and 

Tourism, Govt. of Bihar. Through this MOU, NHPC has submitted 

intent to develop 1000 MW Solar Energy and Green Hydrogen 

(GH2) mobility pilot projects in Bihar through an investment of Rs. 

5500 crore. These transformative projects aim to advance the state's 

renewable energy goals and contribute towards the energy transition 

efforts in India.
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Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu on Friday termed the
FIR registered against Leader of
the Opposition in Lok Sabha
and senior Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi as highly unfor-
tunate and motivated by polit-
ical vendetta.

Addressing media persons
in Dharamshala, the Chief
Minister expressed solidarity
with Rahul Gandhi and
affirmed that the entire
Congress party firmly stands by
him.

Highlighting Rahul
Gandhi’s commitment to the
nation, Sukhu said that his
selfless efforts through initia-
tives like the ‘Bharat Jodo
Yatra,’ which was undertaken
from Kanyakumari to
Kashmir, were aimed at restor-
ing democratic values and
fostering harmony and broth-
erhood across the country.
He  said that Gandhi and the
Congress party are unwaver-
ing in their belief in democ-
racy. He termed the allegations
against the leader as baseless
and politically motivated.

Referring to the sacrifices
made by Rahul Gandhi’s fam-
ily, Sukhu said that former
Prime Ministers Rajiv Gandhi
and Indira Gandhi laid down
their lives for the unity and
integrity of the nation. He said
that levelling such allegations
against a family with a history
of immense contributions to
the country is regrettable and
should not be used for politi-
cal purposes.
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Indian National Lok Dal
(INLD) supremo and former

Haryana Chief Minister Om
Prakash Chautala passed away in
Gurugram on Friday at the age
of 89 after a cardiac arrest.

Born on January 1, 1935, in
a village near Sirsa, he was the
son of Chaudhary Devi Lal, a sig-
nificant figure in Indian politics
who served as Deputy Prime
Minister and played a crucial role
in the establishment of Haryana
as a separate state in 1966.

Chautala’s political career
spanned several decades, during
which he served as Chief
Minister for four terms: briefly
in 1989-1990 and again from
1999 to 2005. He has also been
a seven-time MLA.

A five-time Haryana chief
minister Chautala was a tall fig-
ure in Haryana and Indian pol-
itics and a prominent leader of
the Jat community, but his career
was marked with controversies
and jail term.

Born into an influential
political family, Chautala was the
eldest son of former deputy
prime minister Devi Lal and
headed INLD, a party founded
by his father. Though Chautala
could never match the stature his
father enjoyed, he was known for
his sharp political acumen and
wit despite not being well-edu-
cated. Chautala served as chief
minister of the state for five
terms, though it was between
1999 and 2005 that he enjoyed
a full term. In between, right
from 1989 to July 1999, he
served intermittent terms in
office.

When Devi Lal became
deputy prime minister in the
Janata Dal government in 1989,
it was Chautala who became the
chief minister. He remained
MLA for six terms and was elect-
ed for the first time in 1970 from
Ellenabad from Sirsa, what was
considered a stronghold of the
Chautala family. He also repre-
sented Narwana, Uchan, Darba
Kalan and Rori.

Chautala’s younger brothers
Pratap and Ranjit Chautala also
remained MLAs while another
brother Jagdish’s son Aditya
Devi Lal is a sitting INLD MLA.
Chautala’s two sons Abhay and
Ajay and their sons are also into
politics. Chautala had a fair
share of controversies.

In 1990, Meham assembly
seat remained in national news
after large-scale violence. The

opposition had then accused
Chautala of trying to force his
victory there. The episode
became infamous in Haryana’s
politics as “Meham Kand”. Later,
the polls on the seat had to be
postponed three times.

The Meham incident
occurred following the killing of
a rebel Lok Dal leader and seven
others in the violence which
ensued.

Between 1989-91, Chautala
served as chief minister for short
terms. It was in 1999 that he
enjoyed a full term. During this,
the BJP was an ally of the INLD,
though it was not part of the gov-
ernment. The INLD remained
an ally of the NDA at the Centre
then but the ties broke before the
2005 Haryana assembly polls.

He served as chief minister
from December 1989 to May
1990, July 12 1990 to July 17,
1990 and from March 1991 to
April 6, 1991 and again between
July 1999 to February 2005.

After 2005, the INLD never
came to power in Haryana and
its graph over the years contin-
ued to slide following electoral
reverses.

In December 2018,
Chautala’s elder son Ajay
Chautala floated Jannayak Janta
Party (JJP) after a vertical split in
the INLD following a family
feud. The JJP, later extended sup-
port to the BJP in 2019 when the
saffron outfit fell short of major-
ity in the assembly polls. But the
alliance broke in March 2024
when the BJP replaced Manohar
Lal Khattar with Nayab Singh
Saini as chief minister. The
major setback for Chautala came
when he was jailed in 2013 in
connection with a teacher
recruitment scam.

At that time, Chautala, his
son Ajay and 53 others, includ-
ing an IAS officer, were convict-
ed and sentenced in the case of

illegal recruitment of 3,206 junior
basic teachers in 2000 when the
INLD was in power.

They all were sentenced to
varying jail terms in the case by
a special CBI court in January
2013. While serving a 10-year
prison term in a teacher recruit-
ment scam case, Chautala was
released from Delhi’s Tihar Jail
in July 2021. At that time, he was
already out on parole.

Later in May 2022, he was
again sent to the Tihar Jail after
he was awarded a four-year jail
term in a disproportionate assets
(DA) case. Like before, he was
lodged in jail number 2 and
became the oldest inmate in the
prison at 87.

In August 2002, the Delhi
High Court suspended the four-
year sentence to Chautala dur-
ing the pendency of his appeal
against the conviction in the DA
case.

During the INLD govern-
ment in 2002, Chautala-led dis-
pensation came under fire from
various quarters when nine
farmers died in police firing on
agitating farmers at Kandela vil-
lage in Jind district.

In the full-fledged term as
chief minister, Chautala's "Sarkar
Aapke Dwar" programme was a
major initiative of the INLD gov-
ernment. The chief minister vis-
ited every village, asking people
about their needs and taking
decisions on the spot while act-
ing on their demands.

At the ripe old age of 82,
Chautala passed his higher sec-
ondary examination in the first
division, while serving out a 10-
year sentence in the Tihar Jail.

The Haryana Government
declared a three-day state
mourning from Friday as a
mark of respect to former CM
Chautala. "The State
Government has decided to
observe a three-day state mourn-
ing that is December 20-22.
During this period, the nation-
al flag will fly at half-mast
throughout the state on all build-
ings where it is flown regularly.
All state government functions
stood cancelled and there would
be no official entertainment
during this period," an order
issued by the Haryana chief sec-
retary's office said.

The Haryana Government
has also declared Saturday as a
public holiday in all state gov-
ernment offices as a mark of
respect to the departed soul.
Chautala will be accorded a
state funeral at 3 pm at Teja
Khera farm in Sirsa.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi expressed his condolences
following the passing of former
Haryana CM. Taking to X, the
Prime Minister wrote, “I am
deeply saddened by the demise
of Chautala ji. He was active in
state politics for many years and
constantly tried to carry forward
the work of Chaudhary Devi Lal
ji. My deepest condolences to his
family and supporters in this
hour of grief. Om Shanti.”

Expressing his deepest con-
dolences, Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge said that Om
Prakash Chautala made a sig-
nificant contribution to the ser-
vice of Haryana and the country.

Haryana Governor Bandaru
Dattatraya expressed profound
sorrow and grief over the demise
of Chautala. In his condolence
message, Dattatraya described
Chautala as a seasoned politician
and a visionary leader who ded-
icated his life to the service of the
people of Haryana.

“Chautala ji’s contributions
to the development of Haryana
and his commitment to the wel-
fare of its people particularly
"Kisan" will always be remem-
bered. His demise is a great loss
to the state and its people,” said
Dattatraya.

Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini expressed deep sorrow and
grief over the sad demise of for-
mer CM Chautala. With
Chautala's passing, a significant
chapter in Haryana's political his-
tory has come to a close, and it
is hard to fill the void left by his
departure. His immense contri-
bution to Haryana's political
landscape will always be remem-
bered. The Chief Minister further
said that Chautala's personality
was a reflection of simplicity and
resilience. He was a visionary
leader who initiated numerous
schemes for rural development,
education, and infrastructure
improvement. His passing has left
not just his family, but the entire
state in deep sorrow. The Chief
Minister offered his prayers to the
Almighty, asking for peace for the
departed soul and strength and
patience for his grieving family.

Former Chief Minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda
expressed deep grief over the
demise of Chautala. Paying trib-
ute to the departed soul, Hooda
said he had strong relations both
in family and political sphere with
the Chautala family. His sudden
demise is extremely sad.
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Punjab farmer leader Jagjit
Singh Dallewal, whose fast-

unto-death entered 25th day on
Friday, wrote to the Supreme
Court, urging it to direct the
Centre to accept the farmers'
demands including a legal
guarantee of the minimum
support price on crops.
Dallewal (70), a cancer patient,
has been on a fast-unto-death
at the Khanauri border point
between Punjab and Haryana
to press the Centre to accept
the agitating farmers' demands.

In the letter to the apex
court, Dallewal wrote that his
indefinite hunger strike in sup-
port of farmers' demands
entered the 25th day on Friday.
The farmer leader said he
learnt through the media that
the top court was concerned
about his health. "I respect
your feelings," wrote Dallewal
and said that he wanted to
humbly request that the lives of
those farmers who committed
suicides due to the "wrong
policies" of the governments
are more important than his
life.

He said a parliamentary
panel has recommended the
government implement a legal-
ly binding minimum support
price (MSP) for agricultural
produce, arguing that such a
measure would benefit the
rural economy, farmers and the
country. Dallewal further said
the MSP guarantee law will
result in an increase in pur-
chasing power of farmers. "This
is an all-party committee of

Parliament, which includes 31
MPs from all political par-
ties," wrote Dallewal as he was
referring to the parliamentary
panel. "I request you to give
necessary directions to the
Central government to make
MSP guarantee law by respect-
ing the report of the parlia-
mentary committee and the
sentiments of the farmers so
that farmer suicides can be
stopped," Dallewal wrote in the
letter.

Meanwhile, doctors
attending to Dallewal on Friday
said he has turned quite weak
and his overall condition is crit-
ical. "Because of electrolyte
imbalance, there is weakness in
his body. His condition is wors-
ening. Anything can happen to
him anytime," said a doctor,
who is part of a team of doc-
tors from 5 Rivers Heart
Association NGO.

Dallewal has not had any-
thing during his fast and he is
just taking water, doctors ear-
lier said. The farmer leader,
however, has refused to take
any medical assistance.

The Supreme Court on
Friday left it to the Punjab gov-
ernment officials and doctors
to decide on the hospitalisation
of Dallewal, who is on an
indefinite hunger strike.

Farmers under the banner
of Samyukta Kisan Morcha
(Non-Political) and Kisan
Mazdoor Morcha have been
camping at Shambhu and
Khanauri border points
between Punjab and Haryana
since February 13 after their
march to Delhi was stopped by
security forces.
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Haryana Director General of
Police Shatrujeet Kapur

on Friday said that State Police
has registered 3051 cases
against drug peddlers from
January 1 this year to
November 30 and sent 4652
accused behind bars. Along
with this, taking strict action
against habitual offenders, pre-
ventive detention action was
taken against 63 drug peddlers
under the PIT NDPS Act in the
year 2024 to ensure that these
criminals do not get involved
in drug trafficking again.

In a statement, Kapur said
that the State Police has pre-
pared an effective strategy to
break the drug supply chain. In
the year 2023, Police had reg-
istered 326 commercial quan-
tity cases, while in the year
2024, 411 cases have been reg-
istered in which action has
been taken against 841 big
drug peddlers. He further said
that to expedite big cases relat-
ed to drug smuggling, the time
limit for getting reports from

the Forensic Science Lab (FSL)
has been reduced to 15 days,
which will not only expedite
the trial but will also help in
increasing the conviction rate.

He informed that 5150
Gram Praharis and Ward
Praharis have been appointed
in the villages to make the state
drug-free. Gram Praharis and
Ward Praharis keep an eye on
those who sell drugs in the vil-
lages. Along with this, people
who have become addicted to
drugs are helped in quitting
drugs. Due to the success of the
Namak Lota campaign, there
has been a 15 percent decrease
in small-quantity NDPS cases
this year compared to the pre-
vious year. Under this cam-
paign, the community was
made aware and small offend-
ers were encouraged to quit
drugs.

About community partic-
ipation and awareness pro-
grams, Head, Haryana
Narcotics Control Bureau OP
Singh said that under the drug-
free Haryana campaign, com-
munity participation was

ensured to make people aware
of the ill effects of drugs. In
these programmes, people were
made aware of the ill effects of
drugs through cultural activi-
ties, sports, and interactive
sessions. State Police ran a
Nashamukt Bharat Pakhwada
in the state. During the
Nashamukt Bharat Pakhwada,
anti-drug messages were con-
veyed to lakhs of people in 15
days. This initiative strength-
ened the state's efforts at the
national level and laid the
foundation for widespread
public awareness.

Singh said that considering
drug addiction more of a health
challenge than a crime, State
Police focused on the rehabil-
itation of drug addicts. By con-
ducting surveys in the state,
people who had become
addicted to drugs were identi-
fied and sent to rehabilitation
centers for treatment. During
this time, by making a strate-
gic plan with the Health
Department, people who were
addicted to drugs were helped
to come out of its pit.
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The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) Punjab leaders

staged protests across the state
on Friday against Home
Minister Amit Shah's "deroga-
tory" remarks about the archi-
tect of the Constitution, Dr.
Bhimrao Ambedkar, in
Parliament. AAP leaders
strongly condemned Shah's
statement, calling it an insult to
the Constitution's creator.

District leaders, office bear-
ers, MLAs, and ministers of
AAP, along with hundreds of
party workers, staged demon-
strations outside BJP's district
headquarters in Jalandhar,
Pathankot, Bathinda, Mansa,
Ludhiana, Faridkot, Moga, and
other cities. They submitted
memorandums to the respec-
tive Deputy Commissioners
against Amit Shah and also
burned his effigies while rais-
ing slogans against him.

In the memorandum, the
party termed Shah's remarks as
an insult to the nation's democ-
racy, the Constitution, and its
architect. They demanded that
the central government take
action against the Home
Minister and remove him from
the cabinet. AAP leaders also
accused the Bharatiya Janata
Party of harboring hatred

towards Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar
and the Constitution, alleging
that the BJP-led central govern-
ment aims to dismantle the
Constitution created by Baba
Saheb.

The Aam Aadmi Party has
ensured the display of pictures
of Baba Saheb Bhimrao
Ambedkar and Shaheed Bhagat
Singh in all government offices
in Delhi and Punjab.

Speaking to various media
outlets during the protest, AAP
leaders said that Amit Shah,
through his statement, has not
only insulted Bhimrao
Ambedkar but has also disre-
spected the entire Dalit com-
munity. Dr. Ambedkar gave
political and social rights to the
oppressed and exploited people
of society through the

Constitution and empowered
them economically. Amit
Shah's statement has caused
despair among the country's
Dalit community. The BJP
must clarify its stance on this
issue and immediately apolo-
gize to the Dalit community.

An AAP leader from
Jalandhar said that it is
extremely unfortunate that the
country's Home Minister
mocked Baba Saheb Bhimrao
Ambedkar, the architect of the
Constitution, in Parliament.
Nothing could be more tragic
than this.

The BJP wants to destroy
the Constitution because it
fears Dr. Bhimrao Ambedkar's
ideology. The BJP also hates the
Dalit community and is a party
that supports Manusmriti.
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The municipal elections in
Punjab are set to witness a

multi-cornered contest, the
polling for which will take place
on Saturday, with political par-
ties AAP, Congress, BJP and the
Shiromani Akali Dal vying to
outdo each other.

Elections to five municipal
corporations — Amritsar,
Jalandhar, Ludhiana, Patiala
and Phagwara — and 44 munic-
ipal councils and nagar pan-
chayats in Punjab will be held
on December 21.

Polling will take place from
7 am till 4 pm and counting will
be held on the same day at the
polling station itself after the
completion of polling of votes,
said officials. Electronic voting
machines (EVMs) will be used
for the voting, they said.

As many as 3,336 candi-
dates are in the fray for the civic
polls, said officials, adding that
there will be a total of 3,809
polling booths.

Municipal corporations of
Amritsar and Jalandhar have 85
wards each, while Ludhiana,
Patiala and Phagwara have 95,
60 and 50 wards, respectively,
where polling will be held.
There are 598 wards of munic-
ipal councils and nagar pan-
chayats.

The civic polls will be a lit-
mus test for the ruling AAP,
which would like to register vic-
tories in these elections. It
would want to continue its win-
ning momentum in the munic-
ipal elections after winning
three of the four Assembly
bypolls in November.

The stakes will also be high
for the Congress. It had major-

ity in Amritsar, Jalandhar,
Ludhiana and Patiala municipal
corporations. The Congress had
accused the AAP of “misusing”
the state machinery to forcefully
stop the opposition candidates
from filing the nomination
papers for the polls. It had also
targeted AAP over the alleged
deteriorating law and order
issue.

Prestige will also be at stake
for the BJP, which is fighting the
MC polls solo. The Shiromani
Akali Dal is also trying its luck
in these polls.

The opposition party did
not contest the November
bypolls to four assembly seg-
ments after Sukhbir Singh Badal
was declared ‘tankhaiya’ (guilty
of religious misconduct) by the
Akal Takht for “mistakes” made
by SAD and its government in
Punjab from 2007 to 2017.
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Cold weather conditions
continued in several areas

of Punjab and Haryana on
Friday, with the common cap-
ital of the two states,
Chandigarh, recording a min-
imum temperature of 6.7
degrees Celsius, the
Meteorological Department
said.

In Punjab, Pathankot expe-
rienced intense cold, recording
a minimum temperature of 4
degrees Celsius. While
Bathinda, and Gurdaspur shiv-
ered at 4.6 degrees Celsius and
4 degrees Celsius, respectively.

Amritsar recorded a low of
6.4 degrees Celsius, Ludhiana
registered a low of 5.7 degrees
Celsius, while Patiala recorded
a temperature of 6.5 degrees
Celsius, the India
Meteorological Department
said.

Hisar also experienced a
cold night with a temperature
of 5.6 degrees Celsius, while
Karnal shivered at 6.8 degrees
Celsius. Bhiwani registered a
low of 6.9 degrees Celsius.

Hisar also experienced a
cold night with a temperature
of 5.6 degrees Celsius, while
Karnal shivered at 6.8 degrees
Celsius. Bhiwani registered a
low of 6.9 degrees Celsius.
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Farmers under the banner of
Bhartiya Kisan Union

(BKU- Gurnam Singh
Charuni) observed a one-day
fast in Kaithal and Karnal dis-
trict headquarters on Friday to
express their solidarity with
Punjab farmer leader Jagjit
Singh Dallewal, who has been
observing fast for the past
around 25 days at Khanauri
border to press the demands of
Punjab’s farmers.  As many as
13 farmers participated in
hunger strike from 10 am to 4
pm in Kaithal, while 11 farm-
ers observed fast in Karnal.

Vikram Kasana, state youth
president of BKU (Charuni) led
the fast in a park outside Mini
Secretariat in Kaithal, while
Ajay Rana, Karnal district pres-
ident, led the dharna outside
Mini Secretariat in Karnal. A
memorandum addressed to

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
was submitted to Tehsildar
Ravindra Hooda, highlighting
key farmer demands, including
the guarantee law to ensure
MSP and the resolution of
pending issues from the 2020
farmer protests.

Talking to reporters, BKU
Chaduni spokesperson Rakesh
Bains said that Dallewal, who
has been on a fast-unto-death
at the Khanauri border of
Punjab and Haryana since
November 26, demanding a
legal guarantee for the mini-
mum support price (MSP) of
crops. “We strongly believe
the National Policy Framework
on Agricultural Marketing is an
attempt to weaken govern-
ment-run mandis by promot-
ing private mandis. This poli-
cy resembles the contentious
farm laws we opposed in 2020-
21, which were later repealed,”
he added.
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Chandigarh: Haryana Development and Panchayat Minister
Krishan Lal Panwar on Friday said that the state government has
passed a bill during its first assembly session. This bill aims to
grant ownership rights to individuals who have constructed hous-
es between 100 and 500 square yards on land situated outside
the 'Lal Dora' and separate from pond or 'firni' land for over 20
years. The land will be valued at the collector rate. Panwar was
presiding over the monthly meeting of the District Public
Relations and Grievances Committee in Rohtak. Out of the 16
complaints in the agenda, nine were resolved on the spot, while
officers were directed to submit reports on the remaining ones.
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Chandigarh: Haryana Public Health Engineering and Public
Works (Buildings and Roads) Minister Ranbir Gangwa on Friday
said that the people of Haryana have given the BJP government
a strong mandate for the third consecutive term. He assured that
there will be no compromise on development initiatives, stat-
ing that the government's top priority is public welfare. He urged
officers and officials to promptly address and resolve legitimate
public complaints at the earliest. Gangwa said this while presiding
over a meeting of the District Public Relations and Grievances
Committee in Karnal. Gangwa addressed 13 cases brought before
the Committee. Of these, 9 cases were resolved immediately, while
4 cases were sent for further investigation as the minister was
not satisfied with the initial responses.
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Chandigarh: Haryana Irrigation and Water Resources Minister
Shruti Choudhry on Friday urged the National Water
Development Agency (NWDA) to prioritize the construction
of the Mavi Barrage near Panipat. Highlighting its significance,
she stated that the proposed barrage could supply more water
to Rajasthan than the Hathnikund Barrage, while also provid-
ing additional water resources to Haryana. The Irrigation Minister
presented this demand during the 38th Annual Inter-State River
Linking Meeting, held virtually under the chairmanship of Union
Minister of State for Jal Shakti Raj Bhushan Choudhary. Choudhry
emphasized that Haryana lacks adequate water storage facilities
on the Yamuna river, which flows through the state. She said that
during the monsoon season, surplus water from the Yamuna river
flows wastefully into the Bay of Bengal. The construction of the
Mavi Barrage as part of the Sharda-Yamuna Interlinking
Project would secure additional water for Haryana, ensuring suf-
ficient resources for both irrigation and drinking water.
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Chandigarh: Haryana Chief Secretary Vivek Joshi on Friday said
that a special campaign will be launched under the Swachh
Haryana Mission to promote cleanliness across rural areas, urban
local bodies, panchayati raj institutions, public spaces, and all
government offices until January 31. Joshi shared these details
after a virtual meeting with V Srinivas, Secretary of the
Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances
(DARPG), Government of India. The campaign will be conducted
in two phases. Under this initiative, Panchayati Raj Institutions
(PRI) and Urban Local Bodies (ULB) will create activity calen-
dars to ensure continuous cleanliness, waste management, and
sustainability initiatives, he added. The Chief Secretary further
said that the special campaign also aims to enhance cleanliness
in all department offices, including their attached/subordinate
offices, PSUs, etc., to improve the public's experience with gov-
ernment offices and officials. The focus of the campaign will be
on field/outstation offices responsible for service delivery and
those with public interaction, along with administrative depart-
ments and directorates, Joshi added.
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To improve infrastructure development, conduct sporting
events and address the challenges faced by athletes, UT
Chandigarh Administrator and Punjab Governor Gulab Chand
Kataria on Friday presided over a meeting with the representa-
tives of various sports associations and launched a new online
portal for the membership of various Sports Complexes of the
Sports Department.   This portal will simplify the procedure for
obtaining membership of Sports Complexes in Chandigarh with
minimal human interface.   This digital platform will save time
for individuals by eliminating the need for multiple office vis-
its, such as fee payments or membership card collection.   It will
significantly reduce administrative hassle, enabling citizens to
gain quick access to our sporting facilities.   Managers/Coaches
at various Sports Complexes can check the credentials of the play-
ers/citizens visiting the Sports Complex by simply scanning the
QR Code on the membership card.  Fee payment for obtaining
membership of Sports Complex can now be made through dig-
ital modes such as UPI, Net Banking, Debit Card and Credit Card
etc, said the official in a statement.
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Ahead of the civic body
polls in Punjab, the State

Election Commission on
Friday said that it has allowed
videography proceedings out-
side the polling stations to be
conducted by private per-
sons including the workers of
various political parties.

The SEC, however, made
it clear that no private indi-
vidual may be allowed to
carry out any videography
activity within the polling
stations. These directions
have already been issued by

the Commission in accor-
dance with an order dated
24.5.2012 passed by the High
Court, the operative part of
which says so.

As per the order, videog-
raphy by private persons or
workers of political parties is
allowed at their own expense,
subject to such videography
being conducted beyond 100
meters of polling stations.

The Commission has also
declared December 21 as a
public holiday in the revenue
jurisdiction of the Municipal
Bodies where elections are
going to be held.
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I, H C Pallavi Pradeep Kumar G 

B resident of Village- Gandasi, Post- 

Gandasi, Tehsil- Arasikere, District- 

Hassan, State- Karnataka, Pin-

573119, have changed my  name 

from H C Pallavi to  Pallavi H C Vide 

affidavit No.IN-PB89431022248991W 

dared 17 Dec 2024 before notary 

public Pathankot 

I, Smita Devi spouse of No.JC-

859110N NB/Sub (OCC) Mani Kant 

Ranjan resident of Village- Pairu 

Mandal Tola, Post- Bariarpur, Tehsil- 

Munger, District- Munger, State- 

Bihar, Pin-811211, have changed my 

name from Smita Devi to Samita Devi 

Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB90051292438490W dated 18 Dec 

2024 before notary public Pathankot 

I, No.JC-820938W Sub (MP) S 

Vijaya Kumar resident of No.2, 20th B 

Cross Anjaneya Swamy Layout, 

Village- Ejipura, Post- Vivek Nagar, 

Tehsil- Bangalore, District- Bangalore, 

State- Karnataka, Pin-560047, have 

changed my Daughter name from  

Annie Joy to V Annie Joy Vide 

affidavit No.IN-PB90860539026840W 

dated 20 Dec 2024 before notary 

public Pathankot 

I, Rajesh Father of Raja Babu 

resident of Village- Sinhuda, Post- 

Sinhuda, Tehsil- Bhind, District- 

Bhind, State- MP, Pin-444001, have 

changed my name from Rajesh to 

Rajesh Singh Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB90054676610136W dated 18 Dec 

2024 before notary public Pathankot 

I, No.JC-820938W Sub (MP) S 

Vijaya Kumar resident of No.2, 20th B 

Cross Anjaneya Swamy Layout, 

Village- Ejipura, Post- Vivek Nagar, 

Tehsil- Bangalore, District- Bangalore, 

State- Karnataka, Pin-560047, have 

changed my Son name from V 

Rexann to V Rex Ann Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB90860539026840W dated 

20 Dec 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Parimala Mary spouse of 

No.JC-820938W Sub (MP) S Vijaya 

Kumar resident of No.2, 20th B Cross 

Anjaneya Swamy Layout, Village- 

Ejipura, Post- Vivek Nagar, Tehsil- 

Bangalore, District- Bangalore, State- 

Karnataka, Pin-560047, have 

changed my name from Parimala 

Mary to V Parimala Mary Vide 

affidavit No.IN-PB90861834973715W 

dated 20 Dec 2024 before notary 

public Pathankot 

I, No.14856400W Sep/MT 

Kulkarni Gaurav Shyamrao resident 

of Flat No.-3, Ekdant Palace, 

Balkrushna Nagar, Post- Meri, Tehsil- 

Nashik, District- Nashik, State- 

Maharashtra, Pin-422004, have 

changed my Father name from 

Kulkarni Shyamrao Umakant  to 

Shyamrao Umakant Kulkarni Vide 

affidavit No.IN-PB88860169729453W 

dated 14 Dec 2024 before notary 

public Pathankot 

I, No.2803629K Hav Kale Arvind 

Prabhakar resident of Village- 

Sankrapur, Post- Ambi, Tehsil- Rahuri, 

District- Ahmadnagar, State- 

Maharashtra, Pin-413715, have 

changed my Father name from 

Prabhakar to Prabhakar Murlidhar 

Kale Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB90379479301980W dated 19 Dec 

2024 before notary public Pathankot 

I, No.407000W NB/Sub Banay 

Singh Gurjar resident of Village- 

Mahatoli, Post- Chantoli, Tehsil- 

Bhusawar, District- Bharatpur, State- 

Rajasthan, Pin-321407, have 

changed my Father name from Ajan 

Singh Gurjar to Ajan Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB89150152066721W dated 

16 Dec 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, No.2804317A NK Shendge 

Mahendra Vitthal resident of Village- 

Rajegaon, Post- Rajegaon, Tehsil- 

Daund, District- Pune, State- 

Maharashtra, Pin-413105, have 

changed my Mother name from 

Mathura to Mathura Vithal Shendge 

Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB90385802547382W dated 19 Dec 

2024 before notary public Pathankot 

I, No.2803629K Hav Kale Arvind 

Prabhakar resident of Village- 

Sankrapur, Post- Ambi, Tehsil- Rahuri, 

District- Ahmadnagar, State- 

Maharashtra, Pin-413715, have 

changed my Mother name from 

Vimala to Vimal Prabhakar Kale Vide 

affidavit No.IN-PB90376741670905W 

dated 19 Dec 2024 before notary 

public Pathankot 

I, Namisha Goel D/O Sh. 

Bhushan Goel R/O House No. 920, 

Near Community Centre, Sector 25, 

Panchkula, Haryana-134112 Declare 

That I Have Changed My Name From 

Namisha Goel To Namisha Mittal 

I, Baljeet Kaur is Mother of 

Army No:18001941P Rank: Hav 

Name-Pargat Singh Presently Posted 

At Unit : 70 Engr Regt C/o 56 APO 

Permanent Address: Tehsil: Sangrur, 

Qila Bharian, Longowal, Sangrur, 

Punjab-148106 Declare that I have 

changed My Name from Baljeet Kaur 

to Baljit Kaur. Vide Affidavit No: 48 AA 

901065,Dated: 20/12/24 

I, Major Singh is Father of Army 

No:18001941P Rank: Hav Name- 

Pargat Singh Presently Posted At Unit 

: 70 Engr Regt C/o 56 APO 

Permanent Address: Tehsil: Sangrur, 

Qila Bharian, Longowal, Sangrur, 

Punjab-148106 Declare that I have 

changed My Name from Major Singh 

To Mejar Singh. Vide Affidavit No: 48 

AA 901192, Dated: 20/12/24 

I, Parasuraman is Father of 

Army No:17019709W Rank: CFN 

Name- Sakthivel P Presently 

Postedat Unit;  5136 ASC COY 

(COMP) Pin 905136 Karcham 

Permanent Address: d no 273/1, 

Chinnaorappam, Krishnagiri, 

Orappam, Po: Orappam, Dist: 

Krishnagiri, Tamil Nadu - 635108 

Declare that I have changed My 

Name from Parasuraman To 

Parasuraman Periyavedi. Vide 

Affidavit No-48AA 901187, Dated: 20-

12-24 

I, Parasuraman Periyavedi is 

Father of Army No:17019709W Rank: 

CFN Name- Sakthivel P Presently 

Postedat Unit;  5136 ASC COY 

(COMP) Pin 905136 Karcham 

Permanent Address: d no 273/1, 

Chinnaorappam, Krishnagiri, 

Orappam, Po: Orappam, Dist: 

Krishnagiri, Tamil Nadu - 635108 

Declare that , I have Correct My Date 

Of Birth from 10/08/1971 to 

24/06/1971. Vide Affidavit No-48AA 

901171, Dated: 20-12-24 

I, Tulasi is Mother of Army 

No:17019709W Rank: CFN Name- 

Sakthivel P Presently Postedat Unit;  

5136 ASC COY (COMP) Pin 905136 

Karcham Permanent Address: d no 

273/1, Chinnaorappam, Krishnagiri, 

Orappam, Po: Orappam, Dist: 

Krishnagiri, Tamil Nadu - 635108 

Declare  that I have changed my 

name from Tulasi to Thulasi 

Parasuraman. Vide Affidavit No-48AA 

901172, Dated: 20-12-24. 

I, Chamkaur Singh S/O Mewa 

Singh R/O VPO. Mana Singh Wala, 

Tehsil & District Ferozepur Have 

Changed My Minor Son Name 

Akashdeep Sandhu To Akashdeep 

Singh. 

I, Thulasi Parasuraman is 

Mother of Army No:17019709W 

Rank: CFN Name- Sakthivel P 

Presently Postedat Unit;  5136 ASC 

COY (COMP) Pin 905136 Karcham 

Permanent Address: d no 273/1, 

Chinnaorappam, Krishnagiri, 

Orappam, Po: Orappam, Dist: 

Krishnagiri, Tamil Nadu - 635108 

Declare that I have Correct my Date 

of birth from 16/09/1975 to 

18/06/1976. Vide Affidavit No-48AA 

901173, Dated: 20-12-24 

I, Girdhari Singh am Father of 

Army No: JC341769L Rank- Sub Maj 

Name- Bhawani Singh Presently 

Posted At Unit: CME, Pune  

Maharashtra-411031 Permanent 

Address: 24, Rajputo ka Mohalla, 

Gudha Jodha, Bherunda, Nagaur, 

Rajasthan, 341031 Declare that I 

have Correct my Date of birth from 

01/07/1954 to 01/01/1948. Vide 

Affidavit No-48AA 901191, Dated: 20-

12-24 

I, Vindya Devi Is Mother Of 

Army No: Jc344662f Rank- Nb Sub 

Name- Vivek Kumar Singh Presently 

Posted At Unit: Cme, Pune  

Maharashtra-411031 Permanent 

Address: E/127, Kanpur Road, Sector 

E, L D A Colony, Lucknow, Uttar 

Pradesh-226012 Declare That I Have 

Changed My Name From Vindya Devi 

To Vidya Devi And Also Correct My 

Date Of Birth From 10/10/1957 To 

01/01/1957. Vide Affidavit No-48aa 

901065, Dated: 20-12-24 

I, Bhawar Kaur Am Mother Of 

Army No: Jc341769L Rank- Sub Maj 

Name- Bhawani Singh Presently 

Posted At Unit: Cme, Pune  

Maharashtra-411031 Permanent 

Address: 24, Rajputo Ka Mohalla, 

Gudha Jodha, Bherunda, Nagaur, 

Rajasthan, 341031 Declare That I 

Have Changed My Name From 

Bhawar Kaur To Bhanwar Kanwar 

And Also Correct My Date Of Birth 

From 01/07/1958 To 01/01/1951. Vide 

Affidavit No-48aa 901190, Dated:20-

12-24 

I, Pragya Balasaria wife of 

Sh.Raghu Raghav Balasaria, 

Resident of House No. 827, Sector- 

8, Panchkula, Haryana Declare that I 

want to change of name spelling from 

Pragya Balasaria to Pragyaa 

Balasaria. 

I Pediredla Manjula Wife Of 

Army No. Jc314331L Rank Nb Sub 

Name Bhaskar Pediredla Unit 422 (I) 

Engr Sqn C/O 56 Apo Have Change 

My Name From P Manjula To 

Pediredla Manjula Through Vide 

Document No.In-

Pb90822673132111w, Dated 

20-12-2024. 

I Pediredla Keerthika Daughter 

Of Army No. Jc314331L Rank Nb Sub 

Name Bhaskar Pediredla Unit 422 (I) 

Engr Sqn C/O 56 Apo Have Change 

My Name From P Keerthika To 

Pediredla Keerthika Through Vide 

Document No. In-

Pb90820745354588w, Dated 

20-12-2024. 

I, Rekha Kalra W/o Gopal 

Krishan R/o W.No. 12 Raikot 

(Ludhiana) have changed my name to 

Rekha Gulati. 

I Gurjeet Singh S/O Jatinder 

Singh R/O Village Rakh Dinewal 

(Mathrewal), Tehsil -Khadur Sahib, 

Distt -Tarn Taran 143406 Declare 

That Singh is My Surname and 

Gurjeet is My Given Name. 

I, Vijay Kumar S/o Kulwant Rai 

R/o H.No. 101B St.No. 2 G.T.B. 

Nagar Near Chandigarh Road 

Ludhiana (Ludhiana) have changed 

my name from Vijay Kumar to Vijay 

Kumar Sharma. 

I, Harpal Kaur Dhaliwal W/o 

Satvir Singh Dhaliwal R/o Vpo. Toosa 

(Ludhiana) have changed my name to 

Harpal Kaur. 

I, Sukhvinder Kaur W/o Jang 

Singh R/o Vill: Dadhahur (Ludhiana) 

my name Sukhwinder Kaur and 

Sukhvinder Kaur one and the same 

person. 

I, Simranjeet Kaur W/o Rajinder 

Singh R/o Vpo. Usman (Tarn Taran) 

have changed my name from 

Simranjeet Kaur to Manpreet Kaur. 

I, Darshan Singh s/o Jasvir 

Singh r/o Ward Number 06, Faridkot 

Road, Mudki, Tehsil & District 

Ferozepur have changed my name as 

Darshan Singh Gill. 

I, Jaspal Singh s/o Malkit Singh 

r/o Near Dera Baba Heera Dass VPO 

Mahla Kalan Tehsil Baghapurana, 

District Moga have changed my name 

as Jaspal Singh Brar. 

I, Gurmit Kaur w/o Jaspal Singh 

Brar s/o Malkit Singh r/o Near Dera 

Baba Heera Dass VPO Mahla Kalan 

Tehsil Baghapurana, District Moga 

have changed my name as Gurmit 

Kaur Brar. 

I Kuldip Kaur d/o Army No. 

4456364L NAIK (TS) Surjit Singh r/o 

VPO Rattowal Tehsil and District 

Ludhiana (Punjab) have changed my 

name to Kuldeep Kaur. 

I, Sodagar Singh S/o Mani 

Singh R/o VPO Rajewal, Tehsil 

Samrala (Ludhiana) have changed 

my name to Sudagar Singh. 

I, Baljit Singh S/o Balwant 

Singh R/o H.No. E-13/307, Gurdwara 

Street, Aman Nagar, W.No.1, 

Ludhiana (Punjab) declare that my 

name be read as given name Baljit 

and surname Singh. 

I, Balwinder Kaur W/o Baljit 

Singh R/o H.No. E-13/307, Gurdwara 

Street, Aman Nagar, W.No.1, 

Ludhiana (Punjab) declare that my 

name be read as given name 

Balwinder and surname Kaur. 

I, Paramjith Kaur W/o 

Manminder Singh R/o H.No.27, 

Garden Colony, VPO Rahoun, Tehsil 

Khanna (Ludhiana) have changed my 

name to Paramjeet Kaur. 

I, Kiran W/o Rajesh Kumar R/o 

H.No.18, W.No.18, St.No.1, Opp. 

Jassal Karyana Store, Singh Avenue, 

Khanna Khurd, Khanna (Ludhiana) 

have changed my name to Kiran 

Kapoor. 

I, Shruti W/o Prateek Singal R/o 

H.No. B-36/31B Pakhowal Road Near 

Geeta Mandir Vikas Nagar Basant 

Avenue Ludhiana (Ludhiana) have 

changed my name from Shruti Jain to 

Shruti after marriage. 

I, Suman Bala W/o Om Parkash 

Thapar R/o Flat No. 198-B Canvas 

Block-A Wave Estate Sector-85 Po. 

Sohana (SAS Nagar, Mohali) have 

changed my name from Suman Bala 

to Suman Thapar. 

I, Ravi Manro S/o Ram Kumar 

R/o Ward No-15, Street No-5, Shivam 

Villa Sai Niwas, Krishna Nagar, 

Khanna {Ludhiana} changed my 

name to Ravi Kumar. 

I, Salinder Kaur W/o Sh.Balbir 

Singh, R/o Ward No. 8, Village 

Ahmadpur, Tehsil Naraingarh, Distt. 

Ambala-134203, has changed my 

name from Salinder Kaur to Parsin 

Kaur. 

I Ramu Son Of Chote Lal 

Resident Of Dearmusi Sarangapur 

Faizabad Uttar Pradesh Now At H. 

No. 56 Jhoke Road Ferozepur Cantt 

Have Changed My Name To Ram 

Kalaf. 

I Bhaliya Bhaniben Kishanbhai 

Is Legally Wife Of Army No. 

15194700L NK (DMT) Bhaliya 

Kishanbhai Bhupatbhai Of Unit 198 

Med Regt C/O 56 Apo Residing At 

Manekpur, Gir Somnath, Sanakhda 

State Gujarat Pin-362550 Declare 

That My Name Bhaniben Wrongly 

Mentioned In My Husband Army 

Service Records But Bhaliya 

Bhaniben Kishanbhai. 

I Pooja W/o Kuldeep Chugh R/o 

H.No 8 Street No 3 Gurmat Enclave 

Kheri Gujran, Patiala, PO: Patiala, 

DIST: Patiala, Punjab- 147001 have 

changed my name to Pooja Chugh. 

I Pal Kaur W/o  Bhagat Singh 

R/o VPO - Goh, Tehsil Khanna Distt- 

Ludhiana, Punjab- 141411, have 

changed my name to Harpal Kaur. 

I, Jasbir Kaur W/o Kulwinder 

Singh R/o Vill; Dhanda, Dhanda 

(Jalandhar) have changed my name 

to Jasvir Kaur. 

I, Bhanumatiben L Damor Is 

Legally Wife Of Army No. 

14661843X, NK, Damor Laxman 

Bhai Udabhai, Unit Of 607 EME BN 

(805 FD WKSP) C/O 56 APO, 

Residing At Patel Faliyu, Ditvas, Po. 

Ditwas, Distt. Panchmahals, 

(Gujarat) 389240 Have Changed My 

Name In All Documents From 

Bhanumatiben L Damor To Damor 

Bhanumatiben Vide Affidavit Dated 

20 December 2024 Before At Notary 

Ferozepur. 

Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME

HIMACHAL PRADESH PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
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IN THE COURT OF Ms. 

Kulwinder Kaur Judicial 

Magistrate First Class-4, 

Jalandhar

M/s PRINCE SURGICAL 

COMPANY  

Vs.

M/s GUJARAT TRADE LINK  

NACT/20068/2022

CNR No.:PBJL03-020726-2022

Next Date:-27-01-2025

PURPOSE: APPEARANCE

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO: 1. 

GUJARAT TRADE LINK, S-1, 

PANCHTIRATH APPT. IN 

STREET, OPP. HIRAK AVENUE, 

OPP. FALGUNI GRUH UDYOG, 

NEHRU PARK, VASTRAPUR, 

AHMEDABAD- 380015 

THROUGH ITS SOLE PROP. 

MAHESH K. WATWANI  

2. Mr. MAHESH K. WATWANI, 

SOLE PORP. GUJARAT TRADE 

LINK, 54, PANCHTIRATH APPT. 

IN STREET, OPP. HIRAK 

AVENUE, OPP. FALGUNI GRUH 

UDYOG, NEHRU PARK, 

VASTRAPUR, AHMEDABAD  

In above titled case, the accused 

could not be served. It is ordered 

that accused should appear in 

person or through counsel on 

27-01-2025 at 10.00 a.m.

For details logon to 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district notice& district= 

Jalandhar

Judicial Magistrate

First Class-4 Jalandhar

Dated, this day of 18-12-2024

COURT NOTICE



The demand for food is
steadily increasing due
to dietary changes and

the growing global popula-
tion. Currently, approximate-
ly 690 million people-or 8.9
per cent of the world's popu-
lation-suffer from hunger. By
2050, the world will need to
produce nearly 70 per cent
more food to sustain an esti-
mated 9 billion people, which
makes food security an
increasingly critical challenge.
Climate change further exac-
erbates this problem, intensi-
fying the environmental
impacts of food production.
Agriculture, while essential, is
also a major contributor to the
climate crisis, generating
between 19 per cent and 29
per cent of global greenhouse
gas emissions. 
Economic losses from natur-
al disasters are also rising
globally, and the agriculture
sector is particularly vulner-
able. According to the United
Nations Office for Disaster
Risk Reduction (UNISDR),
disaster-affected nations expe-
rienced direct economic loss-
es of $2,908 billion between
1998 and 2017, with climate-
related calamities accounting
for 77 per cent of these loss-
es. In recent years, the impacts

of climate change on agricul-
ture have become more pro-
nounced. For example, India
is projected to experience up
to a 9 per cent reduction in
key crop yields nationwide
between 2010 and 2039 due to
climate change. Regional
impacts could be even more
severe, with potential losses of
up to 35 per cent for rice, 20
per cent for wheat, 50 per cent
for sorghum, 13 per cent for
barley, and 60 per cent for
maize. 
Climate change adversely
affects food production and
supply chains while accelerat-
ing the degradation of already
fragile ecosystems.  To counter
these challenges, it is imper-
ative to adopt Climate Smart
Agriculture (CSA) practices,
which aim to mitigate the
adverse effects of climate
change on agriculture while
sustainably enhancing pro-
ductivity and income. CSA
integrates sustainable agri-

cultural practices and rural
development goals, contribut-
ing to broader objectives like
better environmental manage-
ment and hunger reduction,
as outlined in the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs).
Climate-Smart Agriculture
Practices in India: 
India is actively adopting
Climate-Smart Agriculture
(CSA) practices to combat cli-
mate change's impact on agri-
culture. These include conser-
vation agriculture techniques
like zero-tillage to boost yields
and reduce emissions, agro-
forestry to enhance biodiver-
sity and resilience, and preci-
sion farming technologies
such as GPS and GIS to opti-
mise resources. Water man-
agement strategies like drip
irrigation improve efficiency,
while efficient livestock man-
agement boosts revenue and
product quality. Solar power
is increasingly used for irriga-
tion, reducing reliance on
fossil fuels. Practices such as
crop diversification, rotation
with legumes, and the cultiva-
tion of climate-resilient vari-
eties enhance sustainability,
while integrated pest manage-
ment and crop residue man-
agement minimise chemical
use and pollution, ensuring

long-term agricultural and
environmental health.
Challenges to Climate-Smart
Agriculture in India: 
Despite its numerous benefits,
the adoption of CSA practices
in India faces several chal-
lenges. Climate Variability:
Rising temperatures, erratic
rainfall, and diminishing
water resources threaten to
lower crop productivity by 10-
40 per cent by the end of the
century. Rising sea levels,
cyclones, and storm surges
endanger agricultural lands,
especially in regions like the
Sundarbans, Kerala, and
Tamil Nadu. High Costs:
Implementing CSA methods
often involves significant
financial investment, which
can deter farmers. Policy and
Regulatory Barriers:
Inadequate policies and
restrictive regulations hinder
widespread CSA adoption.
The adoption of climate-smart
agriculture is no longer
optional but an urgent neces-
sity. 

(The writer is Assistant
Professor Agronomy, College

of Agriculture &
Environmental Technology,

Surajmal University, Kichha,
Uttarakhand; views 

are personal)

In a landmark observation, the Supreme Court of India recently described the victim-
isation of women under accusations of witchcraft as a ‘blot on the constitutional spir-
it.’ The case before the apex court, involving egregious acts of abuse and violence

against women in Bihar's Champaran district, has brought the spotlight on the persis-
tent issue of witch-hunting in the country. The court's remarks emphasise the urgent
need to eradicate such practices that undermine the dignity, equality and human rights
enshrined in the Constitution of India. The bench, comprising Justices CT Ravikumar
and Sanjay Karol, was dealing with a petition concerning a disturbing incident that occurred
in early 2020. Women were publicly assaulted, disrobed, and accused of witchcraft.
One of the accused individuals, Lakhpati Devi, along with others, faced charges for these
heinous acts. Reportedly there was police apathy towards the victim.The apex court
expressed its shock and dismay at the brutality of the acts and the apparent indiffer-

ence of the legal machinery. 
Such incidents, the court observed, are a direct affront
to the dignity and rights of women, particularly in rural
areas where equality remains a distant goal. The court
highlighted the role of superstition, patriarchy, and social
control in perpetuating witch-hunting practices. It called
for the eradication of these regressive beliefs, which
often target vulnerable women such as widows and
the elderly. Indeed, such practices stand in stark oppo-
sition to the scientific temper mandated by the
Constitution. Unfortunately these are not isolated cases
but are rampant in rural India. The Constitution of India
guarantees justice, liberty, equality and dignity for all

citizens. Practices like witch-hunting undermine these principles and perpetuate a cul-
ture of discrimination and violence against women. What is more shocking is the apa-
thy of the government in such cases who are equal partners in crime. The court reit-
erated that the responsibility of investigating and adjudicating authorities is heightened
in cases involving violations of human dignity. The Supreme Court  also criticised the
state for not challenging the High Court’s non-speaking order, which granted a stay on
the proceedings. The bench’s observations underscore the need for a multi-pronged
approach to address witch-hunting. This includes strengthening laws to explicitly crim-
inalise witch-hunting and ensuring stringent punishment for perpetrators. Besides,  pro-
moting scientific temper and educating communities about the illegality and immorali-
ty of witch-hunting. But most important is establishing support mechanisms for sur-
vivors, including legal aid, rehabilitation, and psychological counseling. The government
machinery also need to be sensitised in dealing with such cases.The Supreme Court’s
remarks serve as a clarion call to address the deep-seated issues of superstition and
patriarchy that enable witch-hunting. The victimisation of women under such baseless
allegations is not merely a social evil but a constitutional failure.

An abhorrable practice

tions for the nation's 96.88 crore voters
at the same time, as such a gargantuan
exercise will be practically challenging to
execute considering India's demography.
Also, conducting all the elections in the
same year becomes a major federal
issue because it would force current state
legislatures to shorten or lengthen their
terms to make the election dates coin-
cide with the national deadline. 
The attempt to impose an artificial
cycle of elections and restrict electoral
choice compromises the spirit of democ-
racy, which is a direct threat to the con-
stitutional recognition of India as a
democratic republic. A rushed and ill-
conceived policy can produce unprece-
dented challenges to the polity of the
nation. 

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai

IMPOSE BAN ON FIRECRACKERS
Madam — In the recent verdict,  the
Supreme Court of India, instructed the
Uttar Pradesh as well as the Haryana gov-
ernment to impose the blanket ban on
the firecrackers in order to tackle the

menace of air pollution. Today, deplet-
ing air quality is among the biggest trou-
bles for the majority of Indian cities. But
the million-dollar question is, does such
a blanket ban really work to control the
air pollution problem in the Indian cities?
Often the things that are banned official-
ly were black-marketed unofficially.
This is the actual reality of almost every-
thing banned so far, be it crackers, liquor,
or anything else. The extent of air pol-
lution is so huge that even anti-pollution
measures like Stage IV of GRAP failed
to meet the very commitment. The
behavioural changing approach is the
need of the hour; more and more aware-
ness has to be established in this regard
along with more and more ecological
improvement initiatives for tackling this
very menace of depleting air quality. Let's
us all walk the talk with respect to the
circular economy and sustainable prac-
tices to improve nature in a real sense. 

Kirti Wadhawan | Kanpur

OPPOSITION TARGETS AMIT SHAH 
Madam —The Opposition claimed
Home Minister Amit Shah had insulted
B.R. Ambedkar. Accusing the Congress
Party of opportunism, Shah charged
then-Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru
with belittling Ambedkar, asserting that
his resignation from the Cabinet would
have no effect on the government. Shah
also pointed out that when Ambedkar
contested a Lok Sabha by-election in
Bombay, the Congress not only fielded
a candidate against him but Nehru per-
sonally campaigned to ensure
Ambedkar's defeat. 
Amit Shah hammered home the point
about Congress singing paeans to
Ambedkar only after it suffered multi-
ple drubbings in elections, remarking the
party now opportunistically chanting,
“Ambedkar, Ambedkar, Ambedkar... itna
naam Bhagwan ka lete toh janmo tak
swarg mil jata.” The Opposition seized
upon this admittedly poorly framed
sentence to accuse Shah of insulting
Ambedkar. Of course, this interpretation
was far from the truth. Nevertheless,
Shah's clumsy construction provided the
Opposition with an opportunity to
embarrass him. Shah's response during
Tuesday's debate was a trenchant critique
of the Congress Party. This frontal
assault left Congress members squirm-
ing, with only feeble attempts to counter
Shah's barbs. The Congress's lip service
to Ambedkar continues to find few tak-
ers.

N Sadhasiva Reddy | Bengaluru

DEBATE ON SIMULTANEOUS ELECTIONS
Madam — The proposal of holding
simultaneous elections is fraught with a
lack of clarity in its implementation and
practicality for a country as vast and
diverse as its expanse. The proposal has
several loopholes, like midterm polls and
the President's rule, and there is a lack
of consideration for regional parties as
well. Primarily, the proposal fails to
address how precisely the central govern-
ment plans to hold simultaneous elec-
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The SC's observation on witchcraft practices is a timely reminder

that women still face humiliation under various pretexts

took selected men of the Uttar
Pradesh Public Works
Department (PWD) to bring
them down, an endeavour
that began in the morning and
lasted till 4:30 pm when the last
dome fell. I came to know that
they were men of the PWD,
from two of the five photogra-
phers whose cameras had been
smashed and they beaten up
and left with bleeding faces. 
The photographers thought
they were obliging the karse-
vaks, whereas for government
servants, being photographed
would have cost them their
jobs. 
A lady IPS officer who was sec-
ond-in-command at Ayodhya
on that day, in answer to my
query told me later that the
police had instructions not to
intervene unless lives were in
danger; presumably, not prop-
erty. She assured me that there
were 15,000 paramilitary per-
sonnel in readiness at
Faizabad, just 4 km away.
Incidentally, she added there
were consummate numbers of
bulldozers in the nearby vicin-
ity, along with their operators.
Evidently, all these prepara-
tions were deployed to see the
end of the Babri edifice over
the next 60 hours. Indeed, an
enormous thing to accom-
plish, in such a short time. All
this happened under Central
rule. To restate, the Kalyan
Singh government was
nowhere in power after 5:45

pm on December 6. It is only
after being aware of these
facts can one appreciate the
need for the Places of Worship
Act. PM Rao, being a
Congressman, had to preserve
his ‘secular’ image. 
The abovementioned legisla-
tion implies how much the
Rao government cared to pro-
tect the character of every
place of worship as it existed
on August 15, 1947. Ayodhya
had to be the exception as it
was then an object of litigation
in the Supreme Court of India.
Normally, while legislating, it
is taken for granted that any-
thing sub judice has its own
rules. But Ayodhya was clear-
ly brought under a provision
of being excluded from the
ambit of the Act, presumably
because it was sub judice. 
Nevertheless, it was specifical-
ly kept out; in fact, it was a sep-
arate clause if the Act.
Consequently, when being
dealt with in the courts, never
was Ayodhya, particularly the
Janmasthan, mentioned even
once in the context of the
Places of Act.
The thrust of this submission
is that this act need not be
taken seriously. What this
statement means is that a legit-
imate difference must be made
between genuine places of
worship and those edifices or
structures that are the outcome
of dacoity. There are edifices
that were either directly con-

verted from temples to
mosques like the Adhai Din Ka
Jhopda, about a furlong away
from Ajmer Sharif. Three tem-
ples were confined into one
within 60 hours, or two-and-
a-half days, so that the invad-
er Mohammad Ghori would
be able to pray there on his
return from the decisive
Second Battle of Tarain in
1192 AD. 
There was no time to erase the
Hindu structure. The pristine
design has survived till this
day. There are many such
examples until the Lodi
Dynasty conquered north
India. Evidently, these Afghans
had brought some architects
with them, who built a signif-
icant number of buildings,
including mosques. 
How can the courts refuse to
hear and try a case when
someone petitions against day-
light dacoity of a temple, which
is either converted immediate-
ly like the one described above
in Ajmer, or brought down and
rebuilt like the Jama Masjid in
Ahmedabad? Surely, dacoities
can’t be condoned out of hand?
On the other hand, genuine
cases of mosques having
become victims of Hindu mis-
chief can be kept out of the
courts under the Places of
Worship Act.

(The writer is a well-known
columnist, an author and a

former member of the Rajya
Sabha; views are personal)

Revisiting the Places
of Worship Act  

How the Places of
Worship Act (1991)
is being dealt with at
present is due to
many not being

aware of how and why the Act
came about. Evidently, the then
Prime Minister PV Narasimha
Rao (1991-96) in his heart of
hearts was a staunch Hindu. He
was anxious to contribute to help
solving the then existing—or fes-
tering—problem at Ayodhya.
Most developments that took
place at the Janmasthan on
December 6, 1992, spoke of Rao’s
silent participation in the cause of
Ram Lalla. 
The most clinching evidence of
the Prime Minister’s contribution
was indicated by the facts when
I left Ayodhya on that momen-
tous day. It was 5:45 pm; all the
three domes of the Babri edifice
had been brought down. All the
ten walls were still standing and
so was the rest of the structure.
Soon after we sat in our car to
proceed to Lucknow, my com-
panions and I heard on the tran-
sistor radio that the Uttar Pradesh
government of then chief minis-
ter Kalyan Singh had been dis-
missed by the Centre, and
Governor’s rule imposed. 
That meant whatever was done
thereafter was the handiwork
directed by someone at the
Centre. At the Centre, even the
then-home secretary Madhav
Godbole is on record saying that
he did not know a thing about
what was happening and had
learnt about it only through the
radio and television. 
This author has not met not
knows anyone who has claimed
that he has seven even a photo-
graph of the edifice walls without
their domes. At 10 pm that very
night, PM Narasimha Rao
addressed the nation on televi-
sion, wherein he assured the
people of India that he would
rebuild the Babri Masjid as soon
as possible. This gave the impres-
sion that the entire edifice had
been destroyed. The walls were
tall and thick as was the style of
the architecture of the 16th cen-
tury. The chabutara around the
walls was also solid and tall,
apart from being large. Even the
domes, which had been the most
vulnerable part of the structure,

Revamp education system 

EVIDENTLY, 
THESE AFGHANS 

HAD BROUGHT 
SOME

ARCHITECTS
WITH THEM, 

WHO BUILT A
SIGNIFICANT
NUMBER OF
BUILDINGS,
INCLUDING
MOSQUES

The key to tackling food
security and climate change

T
he article 'From Kothari to NEP' presents
a good analysis. No doubt, there is a con-
scious attempt made to undermine Indian

education with long-term planning to subjugate
the youth to be religiously oriented instead of
scientifically and technologically excelling sec-
tions. The NEP has no provision to improve the
standard of education and make it globally com-
petitive. Still, the cream churned out migrants
to countries abroad in search of fabulous pack-

ages and incentivised talent recognition. Medical
colleges are growing in number, but the stan-
dard suffers due to insufficient expert teaching
professionals, and focus has shifted to pecu-
niary aspects rather than imparting knowledge.
Privatisation of education has its toll in terms
of knowledge and employability, besides deny-
ing the aspiring poor its accessibility. The gov-
ernment coming up with programmes to part
with skills to graduated youth is a clear exam-
ple of this fact. The avaricious private players
are producing marks without knowledge and
degrees without employable skills. Astrology is
a subject that could be learnt by anyone at any-
time and anywhere but need not be a part of
the curriculum in university. Therefore, there is
a dire need to study the whole system and make
education an objective one rather than a tool to
hasten the process of communalisation.

A G Rajmohan | Rampur

PRAFULL GORADIA

HIMANSHU VERMA

Climate-Smart Agriculture emerges as a transformative solution, combining

sustainable practices with strategies to mitigate emissions and secure food systems

The Places of Worship Act, 1991, was enacted to maintain the religious status of
sites as of August 15, 1947  but there is misunderstandings about its purpose
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THE IRONY IS
STAGGERING:
AQUINO, THE
SYMBOL OF

RESISTANCE TO
MARCOS, WAS

UNABLE TO
DISARM THE VERY

FORCES THAT
HELPED

PROP UP THE
DICTATORSHIP.

HER
ADMINISTRATION’S
FAILURE TO ENACT

MEANINGFUL
REFORM PAVED

THE WAY FOR THE
MARCOS FAMILY’S

RETURN TO
POWER

Iam well and truly surprised that good people don’t turn to God
more actively than doing some rituals, going to a religious place
participating in some festivals, etc. They probably are not real-

ising what they are missing. God is ever so keen to take us in His
team. He needs lots of us either to act as His ‘nimitta’ (instrument)
as Arjuna was for a specific purpose or just be active mediums.
Good people are best placed to be mediums for God’s bounties to
be given to other good people.They form the bulk of people, who
support the working of the Creation. And they are amply reward-
ed for their ‘karmas” (acts). For example, farmers are crucial for
keeping humanity well-fed. Teachers are crucial for educating the
masses.
Parents keep the Creation going by giving bir th to children and then
rearing them till they can be useful citizens. Doctors look after the
health of people. Workers take the load of manual requirements of
humanity. Good officers fulfil the administrative requirements of our
societies. Priests enable us to be in contact with God. I can go on
with policemen, shopkeepers, bankers, etc. They all benefit by doing
so.Why aren’t these actively pursuing a good connection with God?
They can gain much more. 
The first reason has to be a lack of faith due to widespread igno-
rance. The common man, even the educated class, is hopelessly
unaware of all the benefits one can gain by taking shelter from God,

who owns everything. We get attracted to the richest, the most pow-
erful, the very famous, etc., but ignore the real owner of all, omnipo-
tent, omniscient and omnipresent God. To top it all, God controls
everything. The richest normally try to accumulate more, and many
have some money to give to charity, but God has everything to give;
you just have to become deserving. 
The second reason has to be the overinflated ego of practically every-
one. It is hard to accept that God is too big to comprehend and we
are too small to accept. But that is reality. By closing our eyes like
a duck we don’t do ourselves any favour. And we remain sitting
ducks against ‘karmaphalas’, which surely manifest and cause havoc
in the lives of all, barring a few, who have taken shelter in God.The
third reason is keeping poor company. 
Who do we like to spend time with? Those who criticise one and
all and who can tell jokes of the kind you know. Public image is
another handicap. Only the losers turn to God. We don’t have to;
we will manage. Surely, this management ends in painful death only.
Devotees of God and their lives on a high and are assured of bet-
ter bir th also. Then spiritual activities do not enthuse; they appear
so childish. We would rather be grown-ups and be subservient to
fellow beings, who are likely to exploit us as much as possible. So
we don’t get star ted and lose out.
This ar ticle is an open invitation to fence sitters if they chance to
read it. I will cite a few amazing benefits if one does that. There
will be great cleaning of the self both internally and externally. Such
are the powers of spiritual activities. One will become dutiful and
most likely begin to live by dharma. One will not limit oneself just
to knowing spiritual truths but will also implement them in life. If
a painter knows how to paint and does not paint, what is he or she
likely to gain? The Creation has been designed to smoothen the
lives of devotees.

(The writer is a spiritual teacher; views are personal)

FIRSTCOLUMN
UNLOCKING LIFE’S 
TRUE POTENTIAL

In November 2024, a US
jury ruled in favour of
Netlist, a company spe-

cialising in computer memo-
ry and storage solutions, order-
ing Samsung to pay $118 mil-
lion in damages for willfully
infringing Netlist’s patented
technology. This follows an
earlier verdict in April 2024,
where another jury found
Samsung guilty of similar
patent infringements, award-
ing $303 million to Netlist.
Together, these penalties
amount to $421 million-an
extraordinary sum that could
destabilise even the most
established organisations.
In India, the Delhi High Court
recently delivered a landmark
judgment favoring the plain-
tiff, Antenna Inc., in a patent
infringement case against
Mobi Antenna Technologies.

The court issued a permanent
injunction against the defen-
dant and ordered them to pay
damages of USD 26.04 million
(INR 216 crores) to compen-
sate for the plaintiff ’s loss of
profits due to the infringement.
Protecting Intellectual
Property: A recent American
survey highlights the substan-
tial financial commitment of
research-based organisations
in the pharmaceutical sector.
The annual R&D budget in

this industry often runs into
hundreds of millions or even
billions of dollars. The cost of
developing a new drug ranges
from $314 million to $4.46 bil-
lion, depending on the thera-
peutic area and assumptions
used in data modeling. These
figures emphasise the
immense investments required
in R&D, making intellectual
property (IP) protection and
preemptive strategies essential.
In contrast, R&D expendi-
tures in non-pharmaceutical
sectors are generally lower.
However, extensive patenting
is increasingly common, pos-
ing risks for companies intro-
ducing new processes or prod-
ucts without adequate pre-
cautions. A company might
unknowingly infringe on a
competitor’s patent, leading
to unforeseen and costly litiga-

tion. Patent disputes can result
in significant delays, financial
losses, and reputational dam-
age, even when unintentional.
Escalating Costs of Patent
Litigation: The median cost of
litigating a patent lawsuit
through trial ranges from
$600,000 for cases with less
than $1 million at stake to
$3.625 million for cases involv-
ing over $25 million. Similar
trends are observed in India,
where litigation and settle-
ment costs are substantial.
Sometimes, defendants find
themselves embroiled in patent
litigation due to unintention-
al or inadvertent infringe-
ment. In such cases, the defen-
dants are essentially victims,
underscoring the need for
safeguards to prevent unnec-
essary legal disputes.
Tools to Mitigate Patent

Infringement Risks: 
Patent Liability Insurance 
One effective safeguard against
the financial risks of unintend-
ed patent infringement is
patent liability insurance. This
insurance, provided by spe-
cialised firms, helps cover legal
expenses and damages arising
from unintentional infringe-
ment. While popular in sever-
al countries, its adoption is

steadily growing in India.
Freedom-to-Operate (FTO) 
Another cost-effective tool to
minimise patent infringement
risks is a Freedom-to-Operate
(FTO) search. This process
evaluates whether a new prod-
uct or process infringes on
existing patents, enabling
informed business decisions
and reducing the likelihood of
legal disputes. Many compa-
nies conduct FTO searches
before initiating new R&D
projects to mitigate financial
and reputational risks.
An FTO search involves ana-
lyzing granted and pending
patents to form a techno-legal
opinion on whether a product,
process, or service infringes
existing IP rights. These
searches can be conducted
using free databases provided
by intellectual property offices,

with directories available on
the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO) website.
When Patents Block
Freedom to Operate
If an FTO search reveals con-
flicting patents, companies
have several options:
1.Licensing Agreements:
Companies can negotiate in-
licensing or purchase patent
rights to gain access to the nec-
essary technology.
2.Patent Pools: Collaborative
agreements among compa-
nies in the same technological
field allow shared access to
patents, resolving disputes and
controlling costs, especially
for essential products like
medicines.
3.Designing Around:
Companies can modify exist-
ing processes or products to
avoid infringement. 

Steps to Minimise Litigation
Risks: Regardless of the strat-
egy chosen, it is crucial for
companies to address patent
infringement risks early in
the research and commercial-
ization process. Proactive mea-
sures such as in-licensing,
cross-licensing, patent pooling,
and designing around can
help avoid future disputes.
A systematic FTO search
before launching a new prod-
uct is indispensable for mini-
mizing infringement risks.
While an FTO search cannot
completely eliminate the pos-
sibility of litigation due to
limitations in patent databas-
es and search expertise, it sig-
nificantly reduces potential
threats.

(The writer is deputy con-
troller of patents and designs,
Kolkata. ; views are personal)

Patent risks: Key strategies for businesses amid rising litigation costs

Embracing faith, cultivating humility and
awakening spiritual awareness can elevate life

AJIT KUMAR BISHNOI

The resurgence of the Marcoses, the entrenchment of the Aquinos, and the
dominance of families like the Dutertes  show the enduring grip of oligarchy

NILANTHA
ILANGAMUWA

Philippines: The broken
promise of democracy 

people they claim to defend. The
hypocrisy of the political elite is stag-
gering, with families like the
Marcoses and the Aquinos using
their histories of violence and cor-
ruption as stepping stones to further
entrench their power. But the
Aquino-Marcos rivalry is only the
tip of the iceberg. In Mindanao, the
Duterte family’s hold on power pre-
dates Rodrigo Duterte’s presidency,
with a history of death squad
killings and iron-fisted rule. As
mayor of Davao City, Duterte ruled
with an iron fist, silencing dissent
and using extrajudicial executions
to rid the streets of perceived ene-
mies. 
His presidency, marked by a brutal
war on drugs that left thousands
dead, further entrenched the dynas-
tic system, where political power is
synonymous with violence and
impunity. Duterte’s rise to the high-
est office in the land was not a vic-
tory for the people, but for a polit-
ical family that used populist
rhetoric to cloak its real agenda:
maintaining a stranglehold on
power.
The Macapagal-Arroyo family,
meanwhile, turned corruption into
an art form. Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo’s presidency was marred by
scandal after scandal—from the
“Hello Garci” election fraud to the
NBN-ZTE broadband deal, which
saw billions in kickbacks siphoned
off to the ruling elite. Despite the
overwhelming evidence of corrup-
tion, she escaped any lasting
accountability, a reflection of the
Philippines’ toxic political culture
where the powerful are above the
law. 
Like so many others, she found ways
to use the machinery of the state to
protect her interests.The brutality of
the Philippines’ political system is
not just figurative. The 2009
Maguindanao Massacre, orches-
trated by the Ampatuan clan,
remains the deadliest attack on
journalists in history. Fifty-eight
people, including 32 journalists,

were slaughtered in cold blood in a
bid to eliminate electoral competi-
tion. 
And yet, despite the horrific nature
of the crime, justice has been slow
and incomplete, as political dynas-
ties use their influence to shield
themselves from the consequences
of their actions.In regions like Cebu
and Ilocos Norte, political dynasties
such as the Osmeñas, Garcias, and
Fariñases manipulate elections and
use their wealth to maintain control,
treating public office as their
domain. This cycle of violence and
impunity, where the ruling class pri-
oritises their interests, extends to the
economic realm, with families like
the villagers growing their wealth
through political power. The system
persists due to cultural deference to
family authority, weak institutions,
and pervasive poverty, with voters
often coerced into supporting the
very dynasties that sustain their suf-
fering.
Foreign powers, particularly the
United States, have long been com-
plicit in this system. During the
Marcos era, the US provided crucial
support to a regime known for its
human rights abuses, all in the name
of anti-communism. This foreign
patronage emboldened the
Marcoses and set a dangerous
precedent for other dynasties, who
continued to seek validation and
support from foreign powers. The
interplay between domestic power
struggles and international interests
further deepens the fractures with-
in the Philippines, exacerbating the
country’s internal divisions.
The Philippines’ educational system,
which fails to foster critical think-
ing or civic engagement, ensures
that the cycle of dynastic rule will
continue. Schools produce citizens
ill-equipped to challenge the status
quo, while the media, often co-opted
by powerful families, serves to pro-
tect the interests of the elite. Social
media, too, has become a tool for
dynasties to spread propaganda,
rehabilitate their tarnished images,

and silence critics.
The current political spectacle cen-
tred around Vice President Sara
Duterte’s public threats against
President Marcos, is a stark
reminder of how fragile the
Philippines’ democracy truly is.
The alliance between the Marcoses
and the Dutertes, forged during the
2022 election, is now on the brink
of collapse. What once seemed like
a partnership between the North
and south’s ruling classes has
devolved into a bitter feud, expos-
ing the cracks in a political system
built on corruption, nepotism, and
violence. 
This is not a battle for the people’s
interests, but a struggle for control
between two families, each vying for
supremacy in a system that has
failed its citizens.This feud is not just
political—it has geopolitical rami-
fications. Marcos’ pivot towards
the US and his opposition to China’s
claims in the South China Sea have
reignited regional tensions, while
Duterte’s pro-China stance during
his presidency deepened divides
within the Filipino elite. 
This divergence in foreign policy has
intensified the rift between the
Marcos and Duterte families, as they
seek to align themselves with oppos-
ing global powers. 
The Philippines, caught between
these imperial rivalries, faces not
only internal political decay but
external pressures that threaten to
destabilise the nation further.As the
midterm elections approach, this
dynastic battle threatens to unrav-
el whatever semblance of gover-
nance remains. Marcos seeks to con-
solidate power, while Sara Duterte
faces the looming threat of impeach-
ment. Yet, the Duterte family’s
influence, particularly in Mindanao,
ensures that this battle will not stay
within the confines of parliament.
The streets could erupt, worsening
societal divides. 

(The writer is a journalist and a
policy analyst; views expressed are

personal)

The 1987 Philippine Constitution,
crafted in the aftermath of the
1986 People Power Revolution,
was supposed to mark the dawn
of a new democratic era. The

ousting of Ferdinand Marcos Sr., after
decades of corruption, repression, and
dynastic rule, was a victory for the Filipino
people, or so they were told. Yet, the
Constitution, supposedly a tool for disman-
tling the oppressive old order, contains a
glaring, unimplemented clause: Article II,
Section 26, which bans political dynasties.
Nearly four decades later, this promise
remains a cruel joke, the prohibition noth-
ing more than a symbol of a nation shack-
led by its feudal past. Political dynasties
thrive unabated, and the Philippines remains
trapped in a cycle of oligarchy, where
power is passed down like a family heirloom,
not earned through democratic means.The
rise of Corazon Aquino, the “hero” of People
Power, has proven to be a double-edged
sword. 
While she restored democracy in name, she
failed to eradicate the dynastic forces that
had long plagued the country. Instead of dis-
mantling the Marcos empire and the dynas-
ties that thrived in its wake, Aquino’s pres-
idency paved the way for a new set of rul-
ing families to stake their claim on the
throne. The irony is staggering: Aquino, the
symbol of resistance to Marcos, was unable
to disarm the very forces that helped prop
up the dictatorship. Her administration’s fail-
ure to enact meaningful reform paved the
way for the Marcos family’s return to
power, with Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos
Jr.’s rise in 2022 exposing the unyielding grip
of dynastic politics, illuminating the eternal
truth behind the words of José Rizal, a true
revolutionary executed by the Spanish in
Manila: “The Filipino is not a slave of the
Spanish Government. He is a slave of his
own people.”The Marcoses, who plun-
dered billions from the nation’s coffers, are
not the only ones to have manipulated the
system to their advantage. 
Under Cory Aquino, the promise of land
reform was shattered, epitomised by the
Mendiola Massacre of 1987, where farmers
demanding land reform were gunned
down. The Aquino family, despite their
image as the champions of democracy, have
blood on their hands, betraying the very

AMIT SINGH

Businesses today must adopt proactive strategies like Freedom-to-Operate searches and patent liability insurance to mitigate risks and protect their inovations
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Tabla maestro Zakir Hussain laid to rest in San Francisco
PTI n NEW YORK

Zakir Hussain was laid to rest
on Thursday at a San

Francisco cemetery as
renowned percussionist A
Sivamani and other artistes
performed on their drums at a
little distance away in a tribute
to the tabla maestro. 
Hussain, one of the world’s
most accomplished percus-
sionists, died at a San Francisco
hospital on Monday due to
complications arising from
idiopathic pulmonary fibro-
sis, a lung disease. He was 73.
He was laid to rest at the
Fernwood cemetery in San
Francisco on Thursday.
Hundreds of his admirers gath-
ered at Hussain’s funeral to pay
their last respects. Sivamani
and several other musicians
played drums at a little distance
away to pay him a tribute.
Sivamani told PTI Video,
“Rhythm is God, that is you

Zakir bhai. I learned a lot in our
journey from 1982 till now.
Every moment you are here
with us in the rhythm. Every
time I hit the rhythm, you are
there. We love you Zakir Bhai.
Have a lovely journey. Please
give my pranam to all the
masters.” 
Hussain, the son of the leg-
endary tabla player Alla Rakha,
revolutionised the instrument,
taking it beyond the limits of
classical music to other forms,
including jazz and Western
classical.
The celebrated musician, one of
India’s most well-known,
received four Grammy Awards
in his career spanning six
decades, including three at the
66th Grammy Awards earlier
this year. Hussain is survived by
his wife Antonia Minnecola
and daughters Anisa Qureshi
and Isabella Qureshi. 
Hussain received the Padma
Shri in 1988, the Padma

Bhushan in 2002, and the
Padma Vibhushan in 2023.
In his career spanning six
decades, the musician worked
with several renowned interna-
tional and Indian artistes, but
it was his 1973 musical project
with English guitarist John
McLaughlin, violinist L
Shankar, and percussionist TH
‘Vikku’ Vinayakram that
brought together Indian classi-
cal and elements of jazz in a
fusion hitherto unknown. 
Sivamani after Hussain’s death
in a Facebook post said he
would go to San Francisco to
see him for the last time.
“No Zakir Bhai, you cannot
leave us like this. This is just
unbelievable...I’m on the way to
San Francisco. I want to see
you... one last time..I want to
hold your hands... my brother,
my Guru... I’m devastated..life
will never be the same again,”
Sivamani had said. 
Messages of condolence poured

in on social media as the news
of Hussain’s demise spread.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
called him a true genius who
revolutionised the world of
Indian classical music. 
Grammy winner musician
Ricky Kej remembered Hussain
for his “immense humility,
approachable nature”. 
“One of the greatest musicians
and personalities India has
ever produced. Along with
being the best himself, Zakirji
was known for...being respon-
sible for the careers of numer-
ous musicians, who are now
forces to reckon with them-
selves. He was a treasure trove
of skill and knowledge and
always shared and encouraged
the entire music community
through collaborations and his
actions. His legacy will live on
forever, and his influence will
be felt for generations. He left
us too soon,” Kej had written
on X after his demise. Percussionist A Sivamani performs during the funeral of Tabla maestro Zakir Hussain at Fernwood Cemetery in San Francisco, US, on Thursday. PTI

Pakistan’s ballistic missile programme
emerging threat to US: White House
PTI n WASHINGTON

Asserting that Pakistan
developing sophisticated

missile technology will give it
the capability to strike targets
well beyond South Asia, includ-
ing in the US, a top White
House official said on Thursday
that the Asian country’s actions
are an emerging threat to the
United States.
Such a remark by the top
White House official comes a
day after the US slapped sanc-
tions on four Pakistani entities,
including the state-owned flag-
ship aerospace and defence
agency — National
Development Complex (NDC)
— on charges of them con-
tributing to Pakistan’s ballistic-
missile programme.
The other three entities are
Akhtar and Sons Private
Limited, Affiliates International
and Rockside Enterprise. All
three are based in Karachi.
Based in Islamabad, the NDC
is responsible for the ballistic-
missile programme. It has
worked to acquire items to
advance Pakistan’s long-range
ballistic missile programme.
“As a result, the (Joe) Biden

administration has implement-
ed a series of steps to contend
with further development of
long-range missile systems.
Over the last year, we have
issued three rounds of sanc-
tions against non-Pakistani
entities that have provided
support to Pakistan’s ballistic-
missile programme,” Principal
Deputy National Security
Advisor Jon Finer told a think-
tank here. “And yesterday, we
issued sanctions directly
against Pakistan’s state-owned
National Development
Complex, which the United
States assesses is involved in the
development and production of
Pakistan’s long-range ballistic
missiles, the first time we have
sanctioned a Pakistani state-
owned enterprise tied to mis-
sile development,” he said.
“Simply put, we are going to
keep the pressure on Pakistan
regarding its long-range missile
programme, even as we also
continue to seek diplomatic
resolutions to address our con-
cerns,” Finer said in his remarks
at Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace, a top
American think-tank.
In his remarks, Finer said

recently, Pakistan has devel-
oped increasingly sophisticat-
ed missile technology, from
long-range ballistic missile sys-
tems to equipment that would
enable the testing of significant-
ly larger rocket motors.
“If these trend lines continue,
Pakistan will have the capabil-
ity to strike targets well beyond
South Asia, including in the
United States, raising real ques-
tions about Pakistan’s inten-
tions,” he said.
The list of countries that pos-
sess both nuclear weapons and
the missile capability to direct-
ly reach the US homeland is
very small, and they tend to be
adversarial towards the United
States — Russia, North Korea
and China — Finer observed.
“So candidly, it is hard for us to
see Pakistan’s actions as any-
thing other than an emerging
threat to the United States.
Now, leaders across our admin-
istration, myself included, have
raised these concerns repeated-
ly with senior Pakistani offi-
cials,” he said.
“We have been a longtime
partner with Pakistan on devel-
opment, on counter-terrorism
and other security issues,

including quite sensitive issues.
We have provided support to
Islamabad during difficult
times and we continue to desire
a cooperative relationship in
these areas of shared interest,”
Finer added.
“That makes us question even
more why Pakistan will be
motivated to develop a capabil-
ity that could be used against
us. Unfortunately, it is our
sense that Pakistan has failed to
take these concerns and,
frankly, the concerns of others
in the international communi-
ty seriously and continues to
advance these capabilities,” he
said.
“Just looking at a map and
looking at ranges, we believe
that this is fundamentally
focused on us,” Finer said in
response to a question.
“I think that is an inescapable
conclusion based on the infor-
mation that we have got and
that is why this is of such great
concern because the United
States cannot, will not simply
sit back and watch the develop-
ment of this capability that we
believe could pose a threat
ultimately down the road,”
Finer said.

AP n KYIV

ARussian ballistic missile
attack on Ukraine’s capital

Kyiv early Friday killed at least
one person and injured nine
others, officials said. Moscow
claimed it was in response to a
Ukrainian strike on Russian
soil using American-made
weapons.
At least three loud blasts were
heard in Kyiv shortly before
sunrise. Ukraine’s air force said
it intercepted five Iskander
short-range ballistic missiles
fired at the city. The attack
knocked out heating to 630 res-
idential buildings, 16 medical
facilities, and 30 schools and
kindergartens, the city admin-
istration said, and falling mis-
sile debris caused damage and
sparked fires in three districts.
“We ask citizens to immediate-
ly respond to reports of ballis-
tic attack threats, because there
is very little time to find shel-
ter,” the air force said.
During the almost three years
since the war began, Russia has
regularly bombarded civilian
areas of Ukraine, often in an
attempt to cripple the power
grid and unnerve Ukrainians.
Meanwhile Ukraine, struggling
to hold back Russia’s bigger
army on the front line, has
attempted to strike Russian
infrastructure supporting the
country’s war effort.
The Russian Ministry of
Defence said the strike was in
response to a Ukrainian missile
attack on Russia’s Rostov bor-
der region two days earlier.
That attack used six American-
made Army Tactical Missile
System, known as ATACMS,
missiles and four Storm
Shadow air-launched missiles
provided by the United
Kingdom, it said.
That day, Ukraine claimed to

have targeted a Rostov oil refin-
ery as part of its campaign to
strike Russian infrastructure
supporting the country’s war
effort. The use of Western-
supplied weapons to strike
Russia has angered the Kremlin.
Ukraine fired several
American-supplied longer-
range missiles into Russia for
the first time on November 19
after Washington eased restric-
tions on their use.
That development prompted
Russia to use a new hyperson-

ic missile, called Oreshnik, for
the first time. President
Vladimir Putin suggested the
missile could be used to target
government buildings in Kyiv,
though there have been no
reports of an Oreshnik being
used for a second time.
Answering the Ukrainian attack
on Rostov on Wednesday, the
Defence Ministry said it carried
out a group strike with “high-
precision, long-range weapons”
on the command centre of
Ukraine’s military intelligence

agency and another location
where it said Ukraine’s Neptune
missile systems are designed
and produced.
The attack also targeted
Ukrainian ground-based cruise
missile systems and US-made
Patriot air defence systems, the
Defence Ministry said.
“The objectives of the strike
have been achieved. All objects
are hit,” the defence ministry
said in a Telegram post.
Its claims could not immediate-
ly be verified.

Russian missiles target Kyiv after Ukraine
fires US-made missiles across the border

In this photo provided by the Ukrainian Emergency Service, firefighters work on the site of a damaged building after a Russian
missile attack in Kyiv, Ukraine on Friday. AP/PTI8 dead as

speedboat
carrying
migrants
capsizes
AP n ATHENS

Aspeedboat carrying
migrants capsized Friday

morning off the eastern Greek
island of Rhodes, leaving eight
dead, Greek authorities said.
The coast guard said the inci-
dent occurred while the speed-
boat was carrying out “danger-
ous maneuvers” to try and
evade a patrol vessel, causing
migrants to fall into the sea.
Eighteen of the migrants were
rescued. Rescue workers on
three coast guard vessels and a
helicopter were working near
the resort area of Afantou
Beach in the northeast of the
island. It was unclear whether
other passengers were missing,
authorities said. 
Eight of the survivors have
been hospitalized, local officials
said, with one of them in crit-
ical condition, according to
state-run television. 
Rhodes, one of several large
Greek islands located near the
coast of Turkey, is on a busy
illegal smuggling route in the
eastern Mediterranean. 
At the main port of the island,
police and ambulance workers
held up sheets of gray tarp as
the recovered bodies were car-
ried into an ambulance. 
It was the second deadly inci-
dent involving migrants in the
past week, as authorities in
Athens brace for a spike in
arrivals as a result of wars in the
Middle East. Seven migrants
were killed and dozens are
believed to be missing after a
boat partially sank south of the
island of Crete over the week-
end – one of four rescue oper-
ations during which more than
200 migrants were rescued. 
The search south of Crete
around the tiny island of
Gavdos was called off
Wednesday. 

India-US defence relationship advancing
in terrific, exciting ways: Pentagon
PTI n WASHINGTON

The defence relationship
between India and the

US is  accelerat ing and
advancing in terrific and
exciting ways, the Pentagon
has said amidst the transition
from the Joe Biden adminis-
tration to that of President-
elect Donald Trump.
“The US-India defence rela-
tionship stands on its own. It
is accelerating and advancing
in terrific and exciting ways,
both as it relates to defence
industrial base cooperation as
well as operational coopera-
tion across the services,” Ely
Ratner, Assistant Secretary of
Defence for Indo-Pacific
Security  Af fairs ,  told

reporters at a news confer-
ence here.
“It (the India-US defence
ties) is a continuing growth
area, even as the India-China
relat ionship waxes  and
wanes,”  R atner  said in
response to a question.
India has been accorded the
status of the Major Defence
Partnership by the United
States. Biden administration
officials have described the
defence ties as one of the key
pillars of this relationship.
In October, India concluded
an agreement with the US for
the procurement of  31
General Atomics MQ-9B (16
Sky Guardian and 15 Sea
Guardian) remotely-piloted
aircraft and their associated

equipment,  which wi l l
enhance the intelligence, sur-
veillance and reconnaissance
(ISR) capabilities of India’s
armed forces  across  a l l
domains.
India and the US concluded
the Security  of  Supply
Arrangement (SOSA) this
year, enhancing the mutual
supply of defence goods and
services.
During their meeting in
September, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and President
Biden committed to advanc-
ing ongoing discussions on
aligning their respective
defence procurement systems
to further enable the recipro-
cal supply of defence goods
and services.

Chinese national charged with acting as
Beijing’s agent in local California poll
AP n WASHINGTON

AChinese national was
arrested on Thursday
on charges of acting as

an illegal agent for Beijing
when serving as the campaign
manager for an unnamed
politician elected to a city
council in Southern California
two years ago.
The arrest of Yaoning “Mike”
Sun, 64, came at a time of ris-
ing concerns that the Chinese
government has cultivated a
network of operatives to influ-
ence local elections in the US
to install politicians who are
friendly to Beijing and can help
promote Chinese interests.
According to a complaint filed
on Tuesday in the US District
Court for the Central District
of California, Sun is accused of
conspiring with Chen Jun, who
was sentenced to 20 months
last month for acting as an ille-
gal agent of the Chinese gov-
ernment.
Chen, 71, also a Chinese
national, pleaded guilty in July
to using Chinese money to

bribe federal agents to under-
mine the anti-Beijing spiritual
group Falun Gong. The charge
against Sun shows that Chen
also conspired to interfere with
local elections.
It was not immediately clear if
Sun had a lawyer who could
speak on his behalf.
Sun was instructed by Chen to
write up a report in 2023 to
recount to Chinese officials
how they helped the local
politician get elected, according
to the affidavit. Subsequent
writings between the two men
described the city councilper-
son as a “new political star” and
included a request for USD
80,000 to fund more pro-
Beijing activities in the United
States, according to the court
documents.
Chen asked Sun to list all the
mainstream American politi-
cians the city councilperson
was familiar with and told Sun
that it would be “very effective
to elevate” the status of the
councilperson in China.
“This case is yet another exam-
ple of a very disturbing trend:

the People’s Republic of China
is seeking to influence foreign
and domestic policy in the
United States,” Martin Estrada,
US attorney for the Central
District of California, said in a
call with reporters. “To do so,
government officials in China
are seeking to help get elected
individuals who they see as
being friendly to Chinese for-
eign policy.”
The councilperson is not named
in court papers. Yaoning Sun is
listed as a campaign treasurer for
Arcadia city council candidate
Eileen Wang on a campaign
statement filing stamped in
February 2022, according to
records on the city’s website. In
filings later in 2022, another
individual is listed as the treasur-
er, the records show.
Wang ran for election to the city
council in 2022 and won. She
ran a tutoring services compa-
ny in the city about 15 miles (24
kilometres) northeast of Los
Angeles and has participated in
numerous community groups,
according to her biography on
the city’s website.

UN General Assembly asks court to say
what Israel needs to provide in Gaza
AP n UNITED NATIONS

The UN General Assembly
approved a resolution on

Thursday asking the UN’s
highest court to state what
Israel’s obligations are in Gaza
and the West Bank to provide
humanitarian assistance essen-
tial for the survival of
Palestinian civilians.
The vote on the Norwegian-
sponsored resolution seeking
an advisory opinion from the
International Court of Justice
was 137-12, with 22 absten-
tions. The United States, Israel’s
closest ally, voted against the
resolution.
Resolutions in the 193-member

General Assembly are not legal-
ly binding, though they do
reflect world opinion.
It follows the ICJ’s condemna-
tion of Israel’s rule over lands
it captured 57 years ago. In a
non-binding opinion in July,
the court said Israel’s presence
in the occupied Palestinian
territories is unlawful and
called on Israel to end its occu-
pation and halt settlement con-
struction immediately.
Thursday’s resolution also fol-
lows Israeli laws passed in late
October, which take effect in 90
days, that effectively ban the
UN agency for Palestinian
refugees, known as UNRWA,
from operating in the

Palestinian territories.
UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres has stressed
that no other UN agency can
take on the UNRWA’s role
and a UN spokesman reiterat-
ed on Thursday that under
international law, as the occu-
pying power, Israel would be
responsible for fulfilling the
basic needs of Palestinians if
the UNRWA is banned.
Norway’s deputy foreign min-
ister, Andreas Kravik, told
reporters that the interna-
tional community has a
responsibility to react to tens
of thousands of deaths in
Gaza and virtually the entire
population experiencing

acute hunger, and some near
famine.
He said many countries, the
UN and its agencies, and aid
organisations are ready to step
up their humanitarian efforts
but the problem is “there is a
lack of access”.
Israel’s UN Ambassador Danny
Danon told the assembly before
the vote that its members were
debating “the same recycled
nonsense, where all that mat-
ters is attacking Israel and
challenge its right to protect its
citizens”.
“This time the Palestinians are
using a new tool in this diplo-
matic circus: the International
Court of Justice,” he said.

Venezuelan opp member leaves 
Argentine diplomatic compound
AP n MEXICO CITY

One of the six members of
Venezuela’s political opposi-
tion who have been sheltering
for nine months in the
Argentine diplomatic com-
pound in the capital, Caracas,
abandoned the premises
Thursday.
Two people familiar with the
situation at the facility con-
firmed to The Associated Press
that Fernando Martínez left the

ambassador’s residence and
was home. The people spoke
on the condition of anonymi-
ty for fear of retaliation. 
The conditions under which
Martinez left the compound
were not immediately clear.
Since late November, the group
has denounced the constant
presence outside the residence
of Venezuelan intelligence ser-
vice agents and police. It has
also accused the government of
President Nicolas Maduro of

cutting electricity and water
services.
The government has denied the
allegations.
Those who remain at the
Argentine ambassador’s home
include the campaign manag-
er and communications direc-
tor of opposition powerhouse
Maria Corina Machado. The
government of President Javier
Milei allowed them into the
compound in March after
authorities loyal to the ruling

party issued warrants for their
arrest, accusing them of pro-
moting alleged acts of vio-
lence to destabilize the country.
Martínez was involved in a par-
allel government that the oppo-
sition created after Maduro’s
widely considered sham reelec-
tion in 2018 and participated in
negotiations between the oppo-
sition and the government. He
was minister of communica-
tions and transportation in the
1990s.
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Turkiye, Russia engage in delicate manoeuvre
over Syria after Assad’s downfall
AP n MOSCOW

The rapid downfall of Syrian
leader Bashar Assad has

touched off a new round of del-
icate geopolitical manoeuvring
between Russia’s Vladimir Putin
and Turkiye’s Recep Tayyip
Erdogan.
With the dust still settling from
the stunning events in
Damascus, the outcome for
now seems to be favouring
Ankara, which backed the vic-
torious rebels, while Moscow
suffered a bruising blow to its
international clout.
“In the game of Czars vs.
Sultans, this is Sultans 1 and
Czars 0,” said Soner Cagaptay,
director of the Turkish Research
Program at the Washington
Institute. “Far from being allies,
Turkiye and Russia are competi-
tors. And in this case, Turkiye
has outsmarted Russia.”
The Assad regime’s demise

opens another chapter in the
complex relationship between
Putin and Erdogan, with wide-
ranging implications not just for
Syria but also for Ukraine and
the two leaders’ ties with
Washington.
Russia and Turkiye share eco-
nomic and security interests —
along with an intense rivalry.
The personal relationship
between Putin and Erdogan
often sees them both praising
each other, even as they jockey
for political and economic gains.
“There are currently only two
leaders left in the world — there
is me and there is Vladimir
Putin,” Erdogan said recently,
reflecting the respect for the
Kremlin leader. Putin, in turn,
has often praises Erdogan’s
political prowess.
Conflicts and deals: Russia
and Turkiye backed opposing
sides in Syria’s civil war that
started in 2011, putting them on

a collision course. Tensions spi-
raled when a Turkish fighter jet
shot down a Russian warplane
near the Turkiye-Syria border in
November 2015, soon after
Moscow launched its air cam-
paign to support Assad.
The Kremlin responded with
sweeping economic sanctions
that halted Turkish imports,
drove Turkish companies from
the lucrative Russian market
and cut the flow of Russian
tourists to Turkiye’s resorts.
Faced with massive economic
damage, Erdogan apologized
months later. Soon after, Putin
staunchly supported him when
he faced an attempted military
coup in July 2016, helping to
warm ties quickly.
In 2018, Moscow and Ankara
negotiated a ceasefire and de-
escalation deal for the rebel-held
Idlib province in northwestern
Syria on the border with Turkiye
and sought to anchor the often-

violated agreement with follow-
up deals in the next few years.
But even as they cooperated on
Syria, Moscow and Ankara also
vied for influence in Libya,
where Russia supported forces
loyal to military commander
Khalifa Hifter while Turkiye
backed his Tripoli-based foes.
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PTI n NEW DELHI 

Six entities, including Samir
Kothari and Jitendra N

Kewalramani, has settled with
Sebi in a case pertaining to
the suspected front-running
of trades by paying ` 3.49
crore towards settlement
charges.
The other entities that settled
the matter with the Securities
and Exchange Board of India
(Sebi)  are Kuntal  Goel ,
Jitendra N Kewalramani HUF,
Dipika J Kewalramani and
Pallavi Shailesh Nayak, Sebi
said in the order on Thursday.

Apart from the settlement
amount, Sebi's committee
placed other conditions to
settle the case.

These included disgorge-
ment of  unlawful  gain
totalling `2.06 crore along
with 12 per cent interest per

annum from the date of the
impugned transaction to the
date of filing of the settlement
application for disgorgement
to be paid by Samir Kothari,
Kuntal Goel and Jitendra N
Kewalramani.
Also, the six entities will vol-
untarily debarred themselves
from the securities markets
for six months.
The order came after Sebi

received four separate settle-
ment applications from the
applicants in March 2024,
proposing to settle the instant
proceedings through a settle-
ment order "without admit-
ting or denying the allega-
tions".
"It is hereby ordered that the
proceedings initiated against
the applicants, vide show
cause notice dated January 24,
2024, is disposed of," Sebi's
Chief  General  Manager

Santosh Shukla said in the set-
tlement order.
Sebi conducted an investiga-

tion to ascertain whether
there was any violation of the
provisions of  PFUTP

(Prohibition of Fraudulent
and Unfair Trade Practices)
rules by certain entities dur-

ing the period from January
2021 to October 2022.
Pursuant to the investigation,
a common show cause notice
dated January 24, 2024, was
issued to certain entities,
including the applicants.

The SCN alleged that the
applicants and other noticees
were consistently placing
orders ahead of  Bharat
Kanaiyalal Sheth Family
Trust, Ravi Kanaiyalal Sheth
Family Trust and Arjun
Discretionary Trust (collec-
tively referred to as the Big
Clients) in the equity (cash)
segment of NSE and were
squaring off the same.
Further, Jitendra, who was

the authorised person of
Angel One was, directly or
indirectly, in possession of the
details of the impending
orders to be placed by the big
clients.

Accordingly, during the
investigation period front
running trades were alleged-
ly executed by him in his own
trading account and the trad-
ing accounts of certain enti-
ties, including the applicants
(except Kuntal Goel and
Samir Kothari), who were all
related/associated to him dur-
ing the probe period.
Sebi also alleged that Jitendra
was connected to Kothari
through an employer-employ-
ee relationship, while Kuntal,
who possessed the informa-
tion of the impending trades
of the big client is connected
to Samir Kothari by way of
frequent calls leading to
Jitendra having access to the
non-public-information-of-
the-impending orders of the
big clients.
The rest of the notices/ appli-
cants were, directly or indi-

rectly, in possession of the
details of the impending
orders to be placed on behalf
of the big clients, through
Jitendra, who then placed
orders in clients' accounts to
generate abnormal profits.

Therefore, the regulator
alleged that the noticees have
contravened the PFUTP
norms.

Thereafter, the applicants
filed revised settlement terms
which were approved by Sebi's
High Powered Advisor y
Committee (HPAC).
Apart from remitting the dis-
gorgement amount, individ-
ually, Jitendra N Kewalramani
paid ` 64.29 lakh, while
Kuntal paid ` 55.90 lakh, and
`57.20 lakh each paid by
Kothari,  Jitendra N
Kewalramani HUF, Dipika J
Kewalramani and Pallavi
Shailesh Nayak. 

Six entities pay ` 3.49 crore to settle front-running trade case with Sebi

PTI n PATNA

Bihar Industr ies  and
Tourism Minister Nitish

Mishra on Friday asserted
that the state is poised to play
a key role in the country's
growth engine,  as  he
announced a record Rs 1.8
lakh crore investments across
sectors, more than triple the
amount received at its maid-
en investor meet last year. 
Detailing the investment pro-
posals received at the end of
the two-day ‘Bihar Business
Connect 2024' investor sum-
mit, Mishra said several
memorandums of under-
standing (MoUs) entailing
investment of over Rs 1.8
lakh crore have been signed.
Sun Petrochemicals will invest
Rs 36,700 crore in renewable
energy, including pump hydro
and solar plants. Adani Group
is looking to invest Rs 20,000
crore in setting up an ultra-
supercritical thermal power
plant. Besides, the group also
announced investment
towards expanding the
cement capacity as well as in

the warehousing and logistics
sector.
At the summit, leading com-
panies such as NHPC (Rs
5,500 crore for renewable
energ y sector) ,  SLMG
Beverages (Rs 3,000 crore for
food processing sector), Shree
Cements (Rs 800 crore in
general manufacturing cate-
gory), and Haldiram Snacks
Pvt Ltd (Rs 300 crore for food
processing sector) also inked

MoUs with the state.
"The state government is
committed to develop Bihar
into a major destination for
investment in the country. I
express my heartfelt grati-
tude to all those who partic-
ipated and became a part of
this new journey of Bihar... I
am fully confident that Bihar
has the potential to become a
major growth engine of the
country. We signed MoUs

with different investors worth
Rs 1.80 lakh crore in different
sectors... It's a huge achieve-
ment for Bihar," Mishra said.
"Our Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has already
said that Bihar is advanc-
ing... We are moving ahead
strongly in that direction,” he
asserted. 
Speaking on the occasion,
Deputy Chief Minister Vijay
Kumar Sinha said Bihar is the
“land of history and future of
the country”.
“After Independence, large
investments were made in
Jamshedpur (which was then
a part of united Bihar) and
Rohtas. Bihar has always been
providing an industrial base,”
Sinha said. 
“Today, Bihar is also working
in the field of exploration of
heavy mines and minerals...
In Jamui and Rohtas, Gaya
and Jehanabad,” he added. 
Bihar Chief Minister, Nitish
Kumar, who was scheduled to
address the concluding day of
the summit, could not attend
the event due to illness, offi-
cials said. 

The state's Energy Minister
Bijendra Prasad Yadav, how-
ever, read out a message on
behalf of the CM.
"The Bihar government has
made several policies for
development of industries. It
is a matter of happiness that
now you (investors) are work-
ing towards the development
of Bihar. I am confident that
people of the state will receive
the benefits of the environ-
ment that is being created for
industrial development in the
state,” the chief minister's
message said.
Bandana Preyashi, Secretary,
Industries Department, said
compared to last year, the
state received significantly
more investment proposals in
the 2024 summit. 
“Last year, the sum was Rs
53,000 crore. Investments will
be made in food processing
and general manufacturing,
health, information technol-
ogy, logistics, plastics and
rubber, real estate, renewable
energy, textiles, leather and
hospitality and skill develop-
ment sectors,” she said. 

Bihar has potential to become major growth engine: Minister 

PTI n MUMBAI

Equity benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty plunged

about 1.5 per cent on Friday,
taking their downtrend to
the fifth straight session, due
to risk aversion in the global
markets after the hawkish
stance of the US Federal
Reserve.
The 30-share BSE benchmark
tumbled 1,176.46 points or
1.49 per cent to settle at
78,041.59. During the day, it
slumped 1,343.46 points or
1.69 per cent to 77,874.59.
The NSE Nifty tanked 364.20
points or 1.52 per cent to
23,587.50.From the 30 blue-
chip Sensex pack,  Tech
Mahindra, IndusInd Bank,
Axis Bank, Mahindra &
Mahindra,  Tata Motors,
Larsen & Toubro, State Bank
of India, Tata Consultancy
Services, UltraTech Cement
and Reliance Industries were
the biggest laggards.

In contrast, JSW Steel, Nestle
and Titan were the gainers.
In Asian markets, Seoul,
Tokyo, Shanghai and Hong
Kong settled lower. 
Equity markets in Europe
were trading in the negative
territory. Wall Street ended on
a mixed note on Thursday.
Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) off loaded equities
worth Rs 4,224.92 crore on
Thursday,  according to

exchange data.
Global oil benchmark Brent
crude declined 0.96 per cent
to USD 72.18 a barrel.
Falling for the fourth day
running, the 30-share BSE
benchmark tanked 964.15
points or 1.20 per cent to set-
tle at 79,218.05 on Thursday.
The Nifty tumbled 247.15
points or 1.02 per cent to sink
below the 24,000 mark at
23,951.70. 

Sensex tanks 1,176 points,
Nifty falls below 23,600 level

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
LUCKNOW

The Confederation of Real
Estate Developers’

Associations of India
(CREDAI) has urged the
Central Government to recon-
sider its proposal to impose an
18% Goods and Services Tax
(GST) on Floor Space Index
(FSI) and additional FSI
charges paid to local authori-
ties for real estate projects.
CREDAI warned that the move
could escalate housing prices
by approximately 10% across
India, disrupting housing
affordability and project via-
bility.
CREDAI emphasized that
applying GST on FSI charges
would significantly increase
construction costs, especially if
imposed retrospectively.
Developers could face hefty
financial liabilities, potentially
stalling ongoing projects and
jeopardizing homebuyers'
investments. Even a prospective
implementation could hinder
the government's ‘Housing for
All’ mission by making afford-
able housing economically
unviable.
“FSI charges constitute a sig-

nificant portion of project
costs,” said Boman Irani,
President of CREDAI National.
“The proposal to impose 18%
GST on these charges could
destabilize the real estate sec-
tor, leading to increased hous-
ing prices and delayed project
deliveries. We urge the gov-
ernment to exempt FSI charges
from GST.”
CREDAI cited legal provisions
supporting its stance.
According to Notifications
14/2017 and 12/2017 under the
GST Act, services provided by
Central, State, or local author-
ities related to functions listed
in Article 243W of the
Constitution—such as urban
planning and land regulation—
are exempt from GST.
The twelfth schedule of the
Constitution explicitly includes

urban planning, land-use reg-
ulation, and slum improve-
ment among municipal func-
tions, reinforcing the industry's
claim that FSI charges should
remain outside the GST’s
scope.
The association also high-
lighted that developers cannot
claim Input Tax Credit (ITC)
on GST paid for such charges,
causing double taxation and
further inflating housing costs.
This, in turn, would adversely
impact the purchasing power of
middle-class homebuyers, who
make up 70% of the housing
market.
CREDAI has appealed to the
Central Government to main-
tain the current exemption on
FSI charges. The association
warned that imposing GST
could create a cascading effect,
reducing housing supply and
demand while affecting eco-
nomic growth linked to the real
estate sector.
“The government must main-
tain the current status quo,”
Irani stressed. “Any retrospec-
tive or prospective GST levy
could destabilize the sector,
delay project completions, and
compromise homeownership
dreams for millions of Indians.”

CREDAI urges Central Govt to
reconsider 18% GST on FSI charges

PTI n NEW DELHI 

Gold prices extended the
slide for the third straight

session and fell ` 170 to Rs
78,130 per 10 grams in the
national capital on Friday
amid selling by jewellers and
stockists, according to the All
India Sarafa Association.
The precious metal of 99.9

per cent purity ended at Rs
78,300 per 10 grams on
Thursday.
Silver prices plunged ` 1,850
to ` 88,150 per kg due to
reduced offtake by industrial
units and coin makers. The
white metal  closed at 
` 90,000 per kg in the previ-
ous session.
The price of gold of 99.5 per

cent purity went lower by `
170 to ` 77,730 per 10 grams
against the previous close of `
77,900 per 10 grams.
Traders attributed the fall in

yellow metal prices to lack-
lustre demand from local jew-
ellers.
In futures trade on the MCX,
gold contracts for February
delivery rose ` 50 or 0.07 per
cent to trade at ` 75,701 per
10 grams on Friday.
"Gold witnessed minor buy-

ing as the USD 2,600-level on
Comex acted as a temporary
support, alongside ` 75,500 in
the domestic MCX market.
The momentum remains
volatile due to uncertainties
surrounding the interest rate
cycle.
"Although the Fed decided to
keep rates lower, its projec-
tions indicated fewer rate cuts
going forward, which has
maintained pressure on gold
prices for the past two days,"
Jateen Trivedi, VP Research
Analyst of Commodity and
Currency, LKP Securities,
said.

Meanwhile, silver futures
contracts for March delivery
slumped ` 647 or 0.74 per cent
to ` 86,540 per kg on the
Multi Commodity Exchange
(MCX).

Globally, Comex gold futures
advanced USD 13.10 to USD
2,621.20 per ounce.
"Market players will watch the
core Personal Consumption
Expenditures (PCE) prices
index data due later today, and
more selling will be witnessed
in precious metals counters if
the actual figure comes above
estimates," Saumil Gandhi,
Senior Analyst - Commodities
at HDFC Securities, said.
According to Kotak Securities,
Comex gold futures saw some
recovery and traded near USD
2,620 per ounce on Friday, but
headed for weekly decline as
investors reassessed interest
rate expectations following
the US Federal Reserve's lat-
est decision.
Despite a rate cut, Fed Chair

Powell's emphasis on contin-
ued inflation progress tem-
pered expectations for further
easing. Resilient economic
data,  including 
upwardly revised consumer
spending, further weakened
the case for imminent 
rate cuts, the brokerage firm
said.
Silver quoted 0.41 per cent

lower at 29.29 per ounce in the
overseas market.

Gold dips `170 to `78,130
per 10 gm; silver plunges `1,850

PTI n MUMBAI

The rupee saw some recov-
ery from its all-time low

level and appreciated 10 paise
to close at 85.03 (provisional)
against the US dollar on Friday,
on softening of the US dollar
index and a potential inter-
vention by the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI).
Forex traders said the rupee is
likely to remain in a weakening
mode due to significant dollar
demand. The Dollar Index
(DXY) is expected to remain
elevated, with resistance near
the 110 level in the near-term
amid a reduced likelihood of
significant Fed rate cuts in
2025.
The Federal Reserve cut rates

by 25 basis points on
Wednesday, but its forward
guidance for 2025 has softened,
with expectations reduced from
four rate cuts to just two.

At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee opened at
85.07 against the greenback.
During the day it witnessed an
intraday high of 84.95 and a
low of 85.12 before ending the
session at 85.03 (provisional)
against dollar, higher by 10

paise over its previous close.
On Thursday, the rupee depre-
ciated 19 paise and breached
the crucial 85 level to close at
a fresh all-time low of 85.13
against the US dollar.
Traders said the rupee recov-

ered from lower levels in the
latter half of the day on soft-
ening of the US dollar index
and a potential intervention by
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI). A decline in crude oil
prices also supported the rupee
at lower levels.
"We expect the rupee to trade
with a negative bias on weak
domestic markets and overall
strength in the US dollar amid
a hawkish Fed and improved
US economy," Anuj Choudhary
– Research Analyst at Mirae
Asset Sharekhan, said.

Rupee recovers from all-
time low, gains 10 paise
to 85.03 against US dollar

T N RAGHUNATHA n
MUMBAI

In what came as a big relief to
the Adani group, the Bombay

High Court on Friday dis-
missed a petition filed by UAE-
based Seclink Technologies
challenging the Maharashtra
government's decision to can-
cel its 2019 bid for the rede-
velopment of Dharavi slums
and issue a fresh tender in
2022.
“There was no arbitrariness,
unreasonableness or perversi-
ty in the decision of awarding
the contract,” a HC division
bench of justices DK
Upadhyaya and Justice Amit
Borkar noted as it dismissed a
petition filed by UAE-based
Seclink Technologies
Corporation, which has chal-
lenged the Maharashtra gov-
ernment’s decision to award the
contract to Adani Properties
Pvt Ltd.
The dismissal of Seclink’s peti-

tion should be seen in the con-
text that the Dharavi
Redevelopment Project (DRP)
figured prominently during
the 2024 Lok Sabha and State
Assembly polls as it was a
major bone of contention
between the BJP-led MahaYuti
and the Congress-led Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA). The
Uddhav Thackeray-led Shiv
Sena, which is a part of the
Opposition MVA, had
announced that if elected to
power, it would cancel the
DRP contract awarded to the
Adani group.  
It may be recalled that M/s
Seclink Technologies had
emerged as the highest bidder
for the project in 2018, but the
tender was scrapped in 2019 by
the Maharashtra government
which initiated a fresh tender
process in 2022 with modified
conditions for the redevelop-
ment project.
Seclink had originally won the
bid for the Dharavi redevelop-

ment project in 2019, surpass-
ing Adani's bid of Rs 4,539
crore. However, in 2022, the
Eknath Shinde-led MahaYuti
government decided to include
45 acres of railway land in the
project for slum rehabilitation,
which was not part of the orig-
inal proposal.
The state government sought

advice from Advocate General
Ashutosh Kumbhakoni on
ways to accommodate the costs
of acquiring the railway land.
Kumbhakoni recommended a
new tender to reflect the
changes.
Consequently, the Maharashtra
government cancelled the 2019
tender and launched a fresh

bidding process in 2022.
On its part, Seclink argued that
the inclusion of railway land
had already been accounted for
in the original 2019 tender, as
the bid map included nearly 90
acres of railway land.
Questioning the government's
rationale behind cancelling the
bid,  Seclink argued that the

new tender terms were
designed to exclude them and
benefit Adani. Seclink further
stated that it suffered a finan-
cial loss of Rs 8,424 crore due
to the cancellation of its bid.
Defending its decision to can-
cel the earlier tender awarded
to Sealink, the Maharashtra
government told the high court
that the revised conditions
were not arbitrary but had
been developed after careful
consideration of the changed
economic landscape.
The state government argued
that the financial and eco-
nomic conditions had shifted
significantly between 2019 and
2022, influenced by factors
such as the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the Russia-Ukraine war,
fluctuations in the Rupee-USD
exchange rate, interest rate
volatility, and an overall high-
risk investor environment.
The State government also
argued that these changes
necessitated adjustments to the

project's terms, ensuring the
development was financially
viable and aligned with the
larger public interest.
While rejecting the contentions
made by Seclink that the
revised tender  was "tailor
made" to suit a particular firm
of the private conglomerate,
noting three bidders had par-
ticipated in the process,  the
HC bench said: “The petition
lacks force and hence stands
dismissed”.

“As far as the submissions
made on behalf of the peti-
tioner that tender conditions
were tailor-made to suit a par-
ticular tenderer, we may
observe that in response to the
fresh tender three bidders had
participated out of which two
bids were found to be techni-
cally qualified. Meaning there-
by, at least two bidders fulfilled
the technical conditions and
therefore, since there were
more than two bidders in the
field who participated out of

which two technically qualified,
it cannot be said that the ten-
der conditions were tailor-
made so as to suit only a par-
ticular bidder,” the HC bench
noted. 
Senior Advocate Virendra
Tulzapurkar with advocates
Mandar Soman, Suraj Iyer,
Jenil  Shah, Devendra
Ailawadi, Mani Thevar, Anuj
Singhand Abhishek Karnik
instructed by Ganesh and Co
appeared for the petitioner.
Senior Advocate Milind Sathe
with Additional Government
Pleaders Jyoti Chavan, Atul
Vanarse and advocates
Bhushan Deshmukh, Aditya
Mhase appeared for the State.
Senior Advocate Ravindra
Kadam with Senior Advocates
Vikram Nankani,  Zal
Andhyarujina and advocates
Rohan Kadam, Karan Bhide,
Rati Patni, Kathleen Lobo,
Vikrant Dere instructed by
Wadia Ghandy & Co appeared
for Adani Properties.

HC upholds award of tender to Adani Group to redevelop Dharavi slums
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It would be wrong to say that I – like
many other admirers of Ustad
Zakir Hussain – am not shocked
and mourning the demise of the
maestro on December 15, 2024.

But while there are countless messages
on social media from those who are
offering their tributes and remembering
the maestro’s greatness, it is a moment to
also remember Zakir Hussain for his
humility despite his multiple accolades
and achievements. I must also
convincingly add that it would further be
wrong to say that the world of ‘taal’ and
‘rhythm’ fell silent on December 15,
2024, as Ustad Zakir Hussain breathed
his last in San Francisco at 73, leaving
behind an unparalleled legacy in the
realm of music. For decades, his hands
transformed the tabla from a classical
Indian percussion instrument into a
universal language, one that bridged the
East and the West, traditional and
contemporary, music and magic. It can,
however, be said that while the ‘taals’ and
‘taranas’ seem momentarily muted, Zakir
Hussain’s music continues to echo in the
hearts of millions.
Born on March 9, 1951, in Mumbai,
Zakir Hussain was the son of Ustad Alla
Rakha, another tabla virtuoso. From a
young age, Zakir was destined for
greatness, showing an uncanny ability to
master the intricacies of rhythm. His
music wasn’t just a recital of beats – it
was a dialogue, a dance, a spiritual
experience. Even as a child prodigy, he
bore the weight of his father’s towering
legacy with grace, eventually shaping his
own path and taking ‘tabla’ to a realm
previously unimaginable.

REDEFINING THE TABLA

Zakir Hussain revolutionised the
art of tabla playing, elevating it
from its conventional role as a

supporting instrument to a soloist’s
pride of place on the world stage. With a
profound understanding of tradition
and heritage, he seamlessly blended his
technical virtuosity with creative
improvisation, crafting performances
that transcended genres and
boundaries. His hands moved like
poetry, crafting rhythmic patterns so
intricate and yet so accessible that even
the untrained ear could sense the
brilliance of his craft.
His collaborations with artists across the
globe are a testament to his genius. With
guitarist John McLaughlin, he co-
founded the band ‘Shakti’, a pioneering
force in fusion music that blended Indian
classical music with jazz and rock. His
work with Mickey Hart of the ‘Grateful

Dead’ in ‘Planet Drum’ brought Indian
percussion to global prominence,
winning a Grammy for Best World
Music Album in 1992.
He had the remarkable ability to connect
disparate musical traditions, forging
symphonies that spoke to the universal
spirit of humanity. Whether performing
with Ravi Shankar in a sitar-tabla
‘jugalbandi’ or jamming with Yo-Yo Ma’s
‘Silk Road Ensemble’, he approached
each with reverence and curiosity,
breaking barriers without ever diluting
the essence of the tabla.

WHAT PARAMPARA (LINEAGE)
MEANT FOR THE USTAD

Despite his global persona, Zakir
Hussain remained deeply rooted
in Indian musical traditions. His

performances were steeped in the
wisdom of centuries, carrying forward
the parampara (lineage) of the Punjab
gharana while infusing it with his own

innovations. He viewed the tabla as not
just an instrument but a storyteller,
capable of expressing every shade of
human emotion – from the ecstatic to
the meditative. His renditions of
complex ‘talas’ (‘teental’, ‘jhaptal’, and
‘rupak tal’) revealed his mastery of
rhythm and timing, yet what set him
apart was his ability to infuse each beat
with life and soul. Even as he
experimented with cross-cultural
sounds, Zakir Hussain never let the tabla
lose its identity. He saw fusion as a
dialogue rather than a compromise,
where traditions could coexist and
enrich one another.
In his lecture-demonstrations, Zakir
Hussain often spoke about the spiritual
dimension of music. For him, the tabla
was a medium of devotion and
transcendence, a way to connect with the
divine. It is this depth of understanding
that lent his performances an ethereal
quality, leaving audiences spellbound.

A LESSON IN HUMILITY

Zakir Hussain’s fame was
unparalleled, yet his humility
remained his most endearing

quality. Despite receiving countless
accolades, including the Padma
Vibhushan, Padma Bhushan, Padma
Shri, Sangeet Natak Akademi Award,

Kalidas Samman, the United States
National Heritage Fellowship, and the
Grammy Awards, he carried himself with
the grace and simplicity of a true artist.
He was equally at ease performing in the
grandest concert halls of the world and
in intimate ‘baithaks’ (gatherings). He
often attributed his success to his gurus,
his parents, and his fellow musicians,
never once allowing his stature to
overshadow his respect for the art form.
“I am just a student,” he would say, even
as the world hailed him as a master. He
viewed music, like life, as a journey
rather than a destination and won the
love and admiration of millions of fans
worldwide. His recordings, whether solo
albums like Making Music or
collaborations like Friday Night in San
Francisco, remain timeless treasures.
Zakir Hussain’s artistry lies in his
unparalleled ability to create magic
through jugalbandis with luminaries of
Indian classical music. His tabla became

a dynamic companion, engaging in
profound musical dialogues with Pandit
Hariprasad Chaurasia’s flute, Ustad
Amjad Ali Khan’s sarod, Pandit
Shivkumar Sharma’s santoor, L.
Subramaniam’s violin, and Ustad
Bismillah Khan’s shehnai. These
collaborations celebrated the interplay of
rhythm and melody, captivating
audiences with performances that
evoked joy, wonder, and reverence. Zakir
Hussain also collaborated with maestros
like Ustad Ali Akbar Khan (sarod),
creating harmonies that bridged the
spiritual and the artistic. In recent years,
he extended his genius to a new
generation, performing with Niladri
Kumar (electric sitar), Rakesh Chaurasia
(flute), and Kala Ramnath (violin),
proving his tabla transcends time and
tradition. These jugalbandis were not
mere performances but soulful
exchanges, transforming the stage into a
realm of divine musical ecstasy.
Zakir Hussain’s tabla seamlessly
complemented the soul-stirring
renditions of legends like Pandit
Bhimsen Joshi, Kishori Amonkar, Pt.
Birju Maharaj, and Pt. Rajan-Sajan
Mishra. With Pandit Jasraj, his intricate
rhythmic patterns enriched majestic
‘khayal’ performances, blending melody
and rhythm to captivate audiences.
Equally remarkable were his
collaborations with Girija Devi, Dr. M.
Balamuralikrishna, Pt. Ajoy
Chakraborty, and Ustad Rashid Khan,
where his tabla brought depth to
‘thumris’, ‘kritis’, and other ‘gayaki angs’,
enhancing their emotive essence. With
humility and brilliance, he elevated vocal
accompaniment and the rhythmic
artistry of ‘ghungroos’, setting
unparalleled standards in the interplay of
rhythm and melody.

LEGENDS NEVER DIE

And as we remember the legend, it
was he who transformed the tabla
into an instrument of infinite

possibilities, inspiring countless
musicians to explore its depths. His
students, many of whom are now
torchbearers of the art form, continue to
carry forward his teachings, ensuring
that the rhythms he created will never
fade. In the words of the maestro himself:
“Music is a prayer. It’s a conversation
with the universe. It’s infinite, just like
the spirit of the human soul.”
Wah Ustad… Wah… ! We will never
miss saying this. Farewell.

— Rajdeep Pathak, Programme
Executive, Gandhi Smriti and Darshan

Samiti

Walking into Anupam
Sud: The Journey A
Full Circle at the

Palette Art Gallery is like
stepping into the mind of an
artist who has spent decades
exploring the intricacies of
human existence. Her works
don’t just hang on the walls;
they resonate, confront, and
invite contemplation. This
exhibition, spanning five
decades of her artistic
practice, feels less like a
retrospective and more like a
conversation, a dialogue
between past and present,
between the artist and her
audience.
Anupam Sud’s art is
unflinchingly honest. Her
etchings and prints capture
the vulnerability of the
human body and spirit,
portraying it with a rawness
that is both unsettling and
deeply empathetic. There is
nothing superficial here; each
line, shadow, and texture is

deliberate, layered with
meaning and emotion. Her
figures, often placed in sparse,
almost theatrical
compositions, seem to ask
questions rather than offer
answers. Who are we beneath
our constructed identities?
What does it mean to be
human in a society that often
feels fractured and
disconnected?
What sets Sud apart is her
mastery of technique, but
even more so her willingness
to push its boundaries. From

her early etchings to her
recent pandemic-era print
collages, there’s a sense of
fearless experimentation. She
refers to her process as
embracing the “controlled
accident,” and this philosophy
permeates her art. It’s not just
about precision but about
allowing the unexpected to
shape her work, a balance of
discipline and spontaneity.
Perhaps most striking is how
her art reflects her lived
experience. Her portrayal of
urban life, the complex roles

of women, and the quiet
struggles of everyday
existence are deeply personal
yet universally relatable. The
human body becomes a motif,
a vessel for exploring themes
of resilience, fragility, and
self-reflection. 
This exhibition is more than a
celebration of a career; it’s a
reflection of the power of art
to evolve and endure. Even as
Sud acknowledges the
physical challenges of
printmaking, her work
continues to pulsate with
energy and relevance.Her art
speaks to the soul,
challenging viewers to pause,
reflect, and connect, not just
with her work but with
themselves. Anupam Sud’s
journey, as captured here, is a
reminder that art, at its best,
asks questions that stay with
us long after we leave the
gallery.

PHOTOS: PANKAJ KUMAR

“Laughter is the shortest distance
between two people,” and
nowhere was this more evident

than at the Hasya Rang Utsav. Over three
unforgettable days, the festival brought
together the joy of stand-up comedy and
the depth of theatre, reminding
audiences of the transformative power of
humour. From belly-aching laughter to
moments of quiet reflection, this
celebration of wit and performance art
left an indelible mark on everyone who
attended.
The festival began with a bang, as
the ever-charming Sunil Pal took
to the stage. Known for his
effortless humour and relatable
anecdotes, Pal had the audience
in stitches with his clever
observations on daily life. His
performance was a shared
experience, as the laughter
rippled through the crowd,
breaking barriers and setting the
tone for the days ahead. The
evening continued with Charandas
Chor, Habib Tanvir’s iconic satire
brought to life under the direction of
Rajesh Tiwari. This story of a thief with
an unusual moral compass combined
folk music, rich storytelling, and a sharp
critique of human hypocrisy, leaving the
audience both entertained and

contemplative.
Day two brought the unstoppable energy
of Ehsaan Qureshi, whose rhythmic
comedy and sharp wit had the crowd

roaring with laughter. His ability to find
humour in the smallest details made
every punchline resonate deeply. The
evening continued with Ghar Ka Na
Ghat Ka, written by Jaywardhan Singh
and directed by J.P. Singh. Tackling the
societal obsession with male heirs, the
play used humour to hold a mirror to
deeply rooted traditions. Witty dialogues
and relatable characters made the satire
both hilarious and thought-provoking.
The festival’s grand finale was nothing
short of spectacular. VIP, a comedian
with an infectious stage presence, swept

the audience off their feet with his
quick humour and high-energy act.
The night concluded with Bank

Manager, a masterful adaptation of
Anton Chekhov’s works, directed
by Shyam Kumar. With its clever
exploration of human absurdities

and comic misunderstandings, the
play was a fitting end to this laughter-
filled journey.
The Hasya Rang Utsav captured the
essence of how humour can connect,
heal, and spark reflection, leaving its
mark on both the audience’s hearts

and minds. It was a celebration of life, its
complexities, and the joy of shared
moments of laughter.
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By TEAM VIVA

Music has the extraordinary ability
to bring people together, and
this was beautifully evident at a

recent concert in New Delhi. Held at ibis
New Delhi Aerocity, the event brought
music enthusiasts under one roof for an
unforgettable evening of melody, rhythm,
and connection.
The spotlight of the evening was on
Nikhita Gandhi, who delivered a
mesmerising performance that kept the

audience enthralled. With her soulful
voice and dynamic stage presence, she
performed some of her most beloved
tracks, including the hauntingly beautiful
“Qaafirana.” The setlist also featured
chart-topping numbers like “Raabta,”
“Burj Khalifa,” and “Do You Love Me,”
each song showcasing her versatility and
leaving the audience in wonder.
The concert was more than just a musical
performance,  it was an experience. The
thoughtfully curated ambiance,
combined with delectable food and warm

hospitality, enhanced the joy of the
evening. Every detail, from the stage
design to the sound quality, contributed
to making the night both intimate and
exhilarating. As the final chords faded
into the night, the crowd departed with
beaming faces, humming tunes that
stayed long after the concert ended. It was
a remarkable evening, a celebration of
music and human connection that will be
cherished for a long time to come.

PHOTOS: PANKAJ KUMAR

WHEN HE
BREATHED LIFE

INTO MUSIC

USTAD ZAKIR HUSSAIN’S LIFE AND LEGACY, WITH HIS HUMILITY, ARTISTRY, 
AND DEEP CONNECTION TO TRADITION, WILL CONTINUE TO INSPIRE
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Art of Self-Reflection
Anupam Sud’s exhibition explores human vulnerability through powerful

printmaking techniques, says SAKSHI PRIYA

A THEATRICAL FEAST
OF LAUGHTER
A lively three-day

journey of laughter and
theatre, where comedy

and powerful
performances sparked

joy, reflection and
unforgettable

connections, says
SAKSHI PRIYA



warning from former pacer
Merv Hughes, who cautioned
selectors against making any

changes to the batting lineup
for the Boxing Day Test. 
The former selector said it
would have been a “panic call”
move from Australia to add
Konstas in the squad.
“Now it would almost be a
panic call to me... Just stay
calm. They drew the last Test.
The last two Tests have been a
draw and a win, so what is
there to panic about,” Hughes
had told ‘The Courier Mail’.
Konstas had said earlier this
week, “It would be a dream
come true (playing the Boxing
Day Test).” “Maybe I’d get a
little nervous before the game,
but I’ve worked really hard for
that. Hopefully, it happens one
day, but we’ll see.” 
Pacer Jhye Richardson has
also been included in the 15-
member squad in place of Josh
Hazlewood, who has been
ruled out due to a cafe injury.
Richardson, who himself has
overcome a series of injuries,
has not featured in a Test
match since his three

appearances during the 2021-
22 Ashes series.
“In the absence of Josh
Hazlewood, Jhye provides
further options in the fast
bowling space. It has been
pleasing to see his successful
return throughout the early
part of the domestic summer,”
Bailey said.
Speedster Sean Abbott is also
back in the squad for the
remaining two games while
uncapped Tasmania all-
rounder Beau Webster, who
was added ahead of the second
Test in Adelaide, retains his
place in the 15-member
group.
Australia squad for 4th and
5th Test
Pat Cummins (c), Sean
Abbott, Scott Boland, Alex
Carey, Travis Head (vc), Josh
Inglis, Usman Khawaja, Sam
Konstas, Marnus
Labuschagne, Nathan Lyon,
Mitchell Marsh, Jhye
Richardson, Steve Smith (vc),
Mitchell Starc, Beau Webster.
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PTI n MELBOURNE

Teenage sensation Sam
Konstas was handed a
maiden call up as

Australia on Friday dropped
rookie opener Nathan
McSweeney for the final two
Test matches of the Border-
Gavaskar Trophy against
India.
The 19-year-old is set to
become Australia’s youngest
Test batting debutant in over
70 years. 
If Konstas, who turned 19 on
October 2, is selected in the
playing XI in the Boxing Day
Test, he would become
Australia’s youngest Test
debutant since captain Pat
Cummins, who was 18 years
and 193 days old when he
made his debut against South
Africa in Johannesburg in
2011.
The teenager would also
become the youngest
specialist batter to debut for
Australia since Ian Craig when
he played against South Africa
at the MCG in 1953 aged 17
years 239 days.

Konstas’ inclusion follows a
series of disappointing
performances from the
Australian top order in the
first three Tests especially
McSweeney.
The 25-year-old, who made
his Test debut in the series-
opener in Perth, failed to score
a single half century and could
only manage scores of 10, 0,
39, 10 not out, 9 and 4 in his
six innings and was dismissed
by Indian pace Jasprit Bumrah
spearhead four times. 
Konstas had been in the
reckoning to partner
experienced Usman Khawaja
after grabbing the attention of
Cricket Australia’s selection
committee following his twin
Sheffield Shield centuries for
New South Wales.
He had scored an unbeaten 73
at the MCG against India A
while notching up a ton (107)
in the Prime Ministers XI pink
ball game against India in
Canberra.
“Sam gets a call up to the Test
squad for the first time. His
style of batting offers a point
of difference and we look

forward to watching his game
develop further,” Australian
Chair of Selectors George
Bailey said.
“We remain confident Nathan
has the ability and

temperament to succeed at
Test level in the future. It was a
difficult decision to leave him
out.
“It has clearly been a challenge
at the top of the order for

batters throughout the series
and we want to provide the
option of a different line up for
the next two matches,” he
added.
Konstas’ inclusion follows a

Teenage sensation Konstas called up for Boxing Day Tests, McSweeney dropped

AP n LONDON

Son Heung-min scored a
spectacular goal directly

from a corner to fire
Tottenham into the English
League Cup semifinals in a
thrilling 4-3 win over
Manchester United.
Spurs will play Premier
League leader Liverpool for a
place in the final, and
Arsenal was drawn against
Newcastle in the other last-
four matchup.
Son’s strike in the 88th-
minute at the Tottenham
Hotspur Stadium came as
Spurs tried to hold off a
dramatic comeback from
United, having led 3-0 in the
second half.
United had pulled it back to
3-2 and was pushing for an
equalizer when Son whipped
in a curling right-footed shot
past goalkeeper Altay
Bayindir.
“Obviously we made it
harder than it should have
been, for sure,” Tottenham
manager Ange Postecoglou
said and added, “Are you not
entertained?”
United’s players complained
Bayindir had been fouled by
Tottenham’s Lucas Bergvall
as Son’s shot flew past him.
Replays appeared to show
contact between the two, but
with no VAR at this stage of
the competition, there was
no chance of a review.
Jonny Evans scored again for
United in stoppage time, but
Spurs held on for the win that
had looked all but certain
shortly after halftime. Having
gone ahead through Dominic
Solanke’s goal from close
range in the 15th, Tottenham
took control after the break.
Dejan Kulusevski doubled
the lead a minute after the
restart and Solanke fired in
his second in the 54th.
United head coach Ruben
Amorim made a triple
substitution — bringing on
Joshua Zirkzee, Amad Diallo
and Kobbie Mainoo.
It quickly had an impact with
Zirkzee forcing Fraser
Forster into a flying save and
then capitalizing on a loose
pass by the Tottenham
goalkeeper to make it 3-1.

Tottenham beats Man
United 4-3 in the
English League Cup

PTI n MUMBAI

Seeking to bridge the gap
with the top six, visiting

Chennaiyin FC will have their
task cut out when they take
on fancied hosts Mumbai City
FC in their Indian Super
League match here on
Saturday.
The Islanders have an
impressive record against
Chennaiyin FC, being
unbeaten in their last nine ISL
meetings.
Mumbai have won and drawn
twice in their last five
matches, and are currently
occupying the seventh spot
with 17 points from 11 games.
Chennaiyin FC are ninth in
the table, having garnered 15
points from 12 matches but
their previous five outings
have seen them succumb to a
loss thrice.
Neither of them are too far off

the sixth-placed Jamshedpur
FC, who have 18 points from
10 matches.
The Petr Kratky-coached
team have struggled
offensively, scoring the
fourth-least goals in the
season (14) so far, whereas
the Marina Machans better
them in this metric with 17
strikes.
Mumbai City have fared
better at the back, keeping the
third-most clean sheets (4) in
the league, conceding only 13
goals, as opposed to the 18 of
the Chennaiyin FC.
Mumbai City FC have not
conceded in their last three
ISL games. If they manage
another clean sheet, it will
mark their longest streak
since 2018. Interestingly,
Chennaiyin have netted
merely once in their previous
three games in the
competition.

Mumbai City have hit the
woodwork seven times this
season, the second-highest
tally behind Odisha FC (9
times). Last season, they set a
single-season high of 10.
While it does show that they
are constantly on the lookout
for creating chances in the
final third, the frontline will
have to come together to
convert these opportunities
with greater consistency.
Chennaiyin FC have lost their
last two away games, failing to
score in both. The last time
the Marina Machans went on
a longer losing run away from
home was a stretch of four
games between December
2023 and February 2024,
which included a 0-3 loss to
Mumbai City FC (December
28, 2023).
To get their season back on
track, a positive result here
would be important.

Tough task awaits Chennaiyin
FC against Mumbai City

PTI n MELBOURNE

Ravichandran Ashwin’s
constant drive to evolve

and excel in his craft, coupled
with his focus on self-
improvement rather than
being concerned about the
opponents made him stand
out, says former India coach
Ravi Shastri.
The 38-year-old surprised
the cricketing world by
announcing his retirement in
the middle of the Test series
against Australia after the
end of the third Test in
Brisbane on Wednesday.
“What stands out for me was
his wanting to evolve all the
time. He wasn’t the kind of
guy satisfied as to where he
started,” Shastri said on ‘The
ICC Review’.
“For me it was his guile,
wanting to excel in his craft
and (especially) in the last
two-three years the way he
got the ball to the way, gave it
a rip and got it to dip on the
batsman with drift made him
stand out,” Shastri said.
Known for his relentless
drive to develop his game,

Ashwin consistently worked
on new deliveries and refined
his action, even in the later
stages of his career.
“He wanted new tricks to be
learned. He pursued it,
practiced hard at it and
continued to look for new
things as his career
progressed, to keep up with
the times,” Shastri said.
“His legacy will be of being a
terrific match-winner, a
fabulous record, 537 sticks. I
mean anyone over 500 (in

Test cricket) is special.”
Ashwin, who made his debut
in 2011 against the West
Indies, quickly cemented his
place in India’s Test side. He
retired as India’s second-
highest wicket-taker with
765 scalps, including 537 in
Tests.
Ashwin and fellow spinner
Ravindra Jadeja often bowled
in tandem, leading India to
numerous victories. Shastri
felt the “spin twins” played a
role in each other’s success.

“And for him to do it in his
span and the way he has done
it, especially when it came to
bowling in the last four or
five years, I think in India,
along with Jadeja, I think
they were a terrific pair, the
real spin twins.”
“They complemented each
other well and they spurred
each other on, so I would say
a lot of Jadeja’s wickets in the
last five-six years have come
because of Ashwin and vice-
versa.”
Shastri highlighted that
Ashwin’s nearly identical
record against left and right
handed batters -- 269 wickets
against right-handers and
268 against left-handers –
demonstrated just how
versatile and effective the
spinner was, regardless of the
opponent or their playing
style.
“You look at his record
against right-handers,
against left-handers, it’s
pretty much similar, you
know, which says it all. It
didn’t matter to him who he
was bowling against. He was
up for it,” he added.

PTI n SINGAPORE

Arampaging India extended
their unbeaten run at the

U19 Women’s T20 Asia Cup as
they reached the final with a
four-wicket win over Sri Lanka
in their last Super Four contest
here Friday.
Aayushi Shukla emerged the
wrecker-in-chief with a four-
wicket haul as the left-arm
spinner conceded only 10 runs
in her four overs to help India
restrict Sri Lanka to 98 for
nine after skipper Niki Prasad
opted to bowl.
Parunika Sisodia, who also
bowls left-arm spin, chipped
in with two scalps.
Such was India’s domination
that only two Sri Lankan
batters – Sumudu Nisansala
(21) and captain Manudi
Nanayakkara (33) – could
manage double-digit scores.

The Lankan top-order fared
poorly with Sanjana Kavindi
(9) and Hiruni Hansika (2)
staying together for a mere 12
balls.
A 22-run fifth-wicket stand
between Nanayakkara and
Nisansala was the best for the
Lankans. They raised hopes of

a rival but the latter’s run out
punctured all their hopes.
India did not have the best of
starts with opener Ishwari
Asware running herself out in
the third ball of the chase
without bothering the scorer. 
Left-arm spinner Chamodi
Praboda (3/16) led the Sri

Lankan fightback by
dismissing three Indian batters
but opener G Kamalini (28)
and Gongadi Trisha (32)
ensured that the small run-
chase was completed.
Once they departed, Mithila
Vinod, batting at number
seven, carried the side home
with her unbeaten 17-run
cameo. India overhauled the
target with 31 balls to spare.
India had thrashed Pakistan by
nine wickets in their
tournament-opener and then
got the better of Bangladesh
and Sri Lanka while the
contest against Nepal did not
yield any result. 
Brief Scores:
Sri Lanka: 98 for 9 in 20 overs.
(M Nanayakkara 33, S
Nisansala 21; A Shukla 4/10)
India: 102 for 6 in 14.5 overs.
(G Trisha 32, G Kamalini 28; C
Praboda 3/16). 

India storm into U19 Women’s T20 Asia Cup final

Ashwin’s desire to evolve all the
time made him stand out: Shastri


