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WORLD 9
PUTIN BOASTS OF GAINS
IN UKRAINE AT ANNUAL
NEWS CONFERENCE 

Traffic alert: Avoid Kalindi Kunj, congestion due to Delhi-Mumbai Expressway construction

PTI n MUMBAI

Equity benchmark Sensex on
Thursday plunged about
965 points to crash below

the 80,000 level due to heavy
selling in global equities after the
US Federal Reserve signalled
fewer rate cuts next year.
Besides, deep losses in consumer
durables, banking and IT stocks
amid foreign fund outflows
added to the gloom, analysts
said. Falling for the fourth day
running, the 30-share BSE
benchmark Sensex tanked
964.15 points or 1.20 per cent to
settle at 79,218.05. During the
day, the blue-chip index cracked
1,162.12 points or 1.44 per cent
to 79,020.08.
As many as 2,315 stocks declined
while 1,680 advanced and 100
remained unchanged on the BSE.
The NSE Nifty tumbled 247.15
points or 1.02 per cent to sink

below the 24,000 mark at
23,951.70. In the past four days,
the BSE benchmark tanked
2,915.07 points or 3.54 per cent
and the Nifty declined 816.6
points or 3.29 per cent.
“The Indian market saw a
widespread decline following a
global sell-off driven by the US
Fed’s hawkish stance on interest
rates. Sectors sensitive to interest
rates, such as banking and real
estate, significantly bore the
brunt.
“However, the BoJ’s decision to
keep its interest rate steady,
which surprised economists,
aided in reducing the selling
pressure. Despite this, investor
caution persisted amid ongoing
FII selling, with a strategic shift
towards defensive sectors like
pharma as evidenced by their
outperformance,” Vinod Nair,
Head of Research, Geojit
Financial Services, said.

From the 30 blue-chip pack,
Infosys, Bajaj Finserv, JSW Steel,
Bajaj Finance, Asian Paints,
ICICI Bank, Reliance Industries,
Tata Consultancy Services,
Infosys, Tata Motors and
Mahindra & Mahindra were the
biggest laggards.On the other
hand, Sun Pharma, Power Grid
and Hindustan Unilever were the
gainers.
“Markets were plundered,

tracking negative global cues as
benchmark indices slipped
below their psychological levels
on broad-based selling after the
US Fed’s hawkish stance raised
concerns over further rate 
cuts next year. Rising US bond
yields have pushed global
currencies, including the rupee
to new lows, while renewed
foreign fund outflows from
domestic equities could prompt
investors to turn risk averse,”
Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP
(Research), Mehta Equities Ltd,
said.
The rupee dropped 14 paise and
breached the crucial 85 level to
close at an all-time low of 85.08
(provisional) against the US
dollar on Thursday. The BSE
midcap gauge declined 0.30 per
cent and smallcap index dipped
0.28 per cent.
Among sectoral indices, BSE
Focused IT tanked 1.20 per cent,
consumer durables (1.15 per
cent), IT (1.13 per cent), capital
goods (1.07 per cent), teck (1.05
per cent) and financial services
(1.05 per cent). BSE Healthcare
emerged as the only gainer.
In Asian markets, Seoul, Tokyo,
Shanghai and Hong Kong settled
lower.European markets were
trading in the negative territory.
Wall Street ended sharply lower
on Wednesday. Foreign
Institutional Investors (FIIs)
offloaded equities worth Rs
1,316.81 crore on Wednesday,
according to exchange data.
Global oil benchmark Brent
crude dipped 0.08 per cent to
USD 73.33 a barrel. The BSE
benchmark Sensex tumbled
502.25 points or 0.62 per cent to
settle at 80,182.20, taking its
downtrend to the third day on
Wednesday. The Nifty declined
137.15 points or 0.56 per cent to
24,198.85. 

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Thursday
directed the Uttar Pradesh and

Haryana Governments to impose a
complete ban on firecrackers until
further orders. The Delhi
Government has also imposed a
round-the-year ban on firecrackers
in the National Capital. 
The SC has also ordered the states
falling in the National Capital
Region (NCR) to constitute teams
of various officials to ensure strict
compliance with the anti-pollution
measures under Stage IV of the
Graded Response Action Plan
(GRAP).   
During the hearing, Senior
advocate Shadaan Farasat,
appearing for the Government,
conveyed this to a Bench of Justices
AS Oka and AG Masih hearing the
question of air pollution in the
National Capital. He emphasised
that for this measure to be effective,
neighbouring NCR states must
adopt similar bans, as firecrackers
could still be brought into Delhi
from those states.
“We are of the view that this ban
will be effective only when other
states forming part of the NCR
region impose similar measures.
Even the state of Rajasthan has

imposed a similar ban in that part
of State of Rajasthan which falls in
NCR regions. For the time being we
direct the states of Uttar Pradesh
and Haryana to impose a similar
ban which is imposed by the state
of Delhi”, the Bench said.
The Bench was informed that while
Haryana had permitted the use of
green crackers, Rajasthan had
imposed a complete ban on
firecrackers in the areas falling
within the NCR. The Bench further
stated that such a ban would be
effective only if other NCR states
imposed similar restrictions. The
matter has been listed for further
hearing on January 15, 2025, to
consider additional directions on
the firecracker ban.
The Supreme Court had earlier
expressed concerns over
inadequate enforcement of
firecracker bans in Delhi-NCR. On
December 12, the Supreme Court
directed the Delhi Government and
NCR states to decide on a complete

year-round ban on firecrackers,
including their manufacture,
storage, sale, distribution, and use.
“We direct NCR states to constitute
the teams of members of police,
revenue officials to monitor the
implementation of GRAP IV
measures. We say this that the
members so created in this team
will work as officers of this court.
They will regularly submit reports
of compliance and breaches to
CAQM [Commission for Air
Quality Management] so that
immediate action be taken by all
concerned,” it directed. 
The Bench was hearing the case
concerning the Delhi air pollution
crisis. The Court has been
monitoring action taken by
authorities in the adjoining States
to curb stubble-burning incidents,
among other things.
Meanwhile, in a notification issued
by the Delhi government’s
environment department on
Thursday,”There shall be a
complete ban on manufacturing,
storage, selling (including delivery
through online marketing
platforms) and bursting of all kinds
of fire crackers in NCT of Delhi
throughout the year with
immediate effect.”

STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

Commuters have been
reeling under massive

disruptions at the busy Kalindi
Kunj junction, due to the
construction of the Delhi-
Mumbai Expressway. The
Delhi Police, in an advisory on
Thursday, urged the
commuters to avoid the area
due to the ongoing
construction of the Delhi-
Mumbai Expressway,
including that of a bridge at
Agra Canal Road, which is
expected to continue for the
next couple of months.
“The ongoing construction of
the delhi-mumbai expressway,
including the construction of a
bridge at agra canal road, is
expected to continue for the
next couple of months. Due to

this, significant traffic
congestion has been observed
at Kalindi Kunj junction,
especially as commuters from
adjoining states pass through
the area,” it said.
The police instructed the
commuters that in light of the
ongoing construction and
resulting traffic disruptions,
the general public is advised to
plan their journeys in advance
and seek alternate routes to
avoid delays.
They asked people travelling to
avoid the area around Kalindi
Kunj junction during peak
hours to prevent
inconvenience. Commuters
travelling from Faridabad to
Noida are advised to take
Mathura Road and Road
number-13 to bypass the
congested area. Those

travelling from Noida to Delhi
have been advised to use the
DND flyover. Public transport
is highly recommended to
reduce congestion on the roads
and avoid roadside parking to
ensure smooth traffic flow, the
advisory added.
A commuter took to X to
express his frustration over the
persistent jams in the area,
stating that while the Kalindi
Kunj stretch is hardly 2 km
long and should not take more
than five minutes to cross the
bridge with moderate traffic, it
takes 30 to 40 minutes to cross
this tiny stretch.
Another one asked others to
avoid Kalindi Kunj from Noida
to Delhi at all cost. Sharing the
ordeal he faced to cross the
stretch, he said, “It took me an
hour just to cover a distance of

just 250 meters recently. They
keep constructing new things
to cut short duration from one
place to another, however they
completely forget that in that
process we, the ordinary
commuters, have to suffer on a
daily basis,” he said, adding
that authorities should first
plan the whole thing in a way
that it doesn’t hamper the day
to day lives of the people. 
Constructed with a budget of
Rs 5,500 crore, the expressway
offers a new route for travel to
Faridabad, Palwal, and Sohna.
It is India’s longest expressway
project, connecting Delhi and
Mumbai. The project aims to
directly link the national
capital Delhi with Mumbai,
linking multiple economic
centres across five states:
Haryana, Rajasthan, Madhya

Pradesh, Gujarat, and
Maharashtra.
The eight-lane greenfield
expressway spans a total length
of 1,386 km, designed to
reduce travel time between
Delhi and Mumbai by 50 per
cent, aiming for a travel
duration of just 12 hours.
Beyond connecting the two
major cities, it is intended to
improve accessibility to
economic hubs such as Jaipur,
Kishangarh, Ajmer, Kota,
Chittorgarh, Udaipur, Bhopal,
Ujjain, Indore, Ahmedabad,
Vadodara, and Surat. The
project commenced operations
with the inauguration of its
first segment between Sohna
(Haryana) and Dausa
(Rajasthan) by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on 12
February 2023.

“Will run a nationwide movement on Ambedkar issue” “Will physical strength be used in Parliament?”

Congress on Thursday accused the
BJP of diverting attention from the

issue of Home Minister Amit Shah’s
“insult” to BR Ambedkar and said Shah
must resign and apologise for his
remarks. Addressing a joint Press
conference at the AICC headquarters,
Congress chief Mallikarjun Kharge and
former party chief Rahul Gandhi
condemned Shah’s remarks on
Ambedkar and said they would continue
to protest across the country.

“The BJP wants to divert attention from
Shah’s remarks on Ambedkar and that is
why they are raising other issues,” Kharge
stated. He said they (Congress leaders)
were only demanding the resignation of
Home Minister Shah and were protesting
“in support of our demands, but the BJP
MPs blocked us from entering
Parliament”.
“They pushed me, I lost my balance and
sat down,” the Congress chief said,
adding that he condemns Shah’s remarks

on Ambedkar. Kharge said they will run
a nationwide movement on Ambedkar
issue.
Rahul said the Bharatiya Janata Party-
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh thinking
is “anti-Constitution” and “anti-
Ambedkar”. “The BJP is indulging in
distraction. We want the apology and
resignation of home minister over his
remarks on Ambedkar,” Gandhi said,
adding that they would continue to raise
their demand and the Adani issue.

Accusing Rahul Gandhi of “pushing
and shoving” its Members of

Parliament at the Parliament premises,
Bharatiya Janata Party said he does not
deserve to be the Leader of Opposition
after an “indecent and shameful”
conduct.
Addressing a press conference at the BJP
headquarters hours after fracas unfolded
during protests by the ruling, and
Opposition parties, Union Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan put the blame on

Rahul for bedlam which left two MPs
injured. “Rahul Gandhi does not deserve
to hold the post of the Leader of
Opposition,” he said. 
Chouhan said that the party was also
pained at the treatment meted out to its
tribal MP from Nagaland, S Phangnon
Konya, who alleged in the Rajya Sabha
that Rahul shouted at her after coming in
“close proximity” that made her feel
uncomfortable during a demonstration
outside the Parliament’s Makar Dwar.

“Will physical strength be used in
Parliament? Will musclemen and
goondas come to Parliament? In which
direction is the Congress taking the
country’s democracy?” said the BJP
leader, who was flanked by Union
Minister Piyush Goyal and party MPs
Anurag Thakur and Anil Baluni.
The Agriculture Minister said people
elect their leaders to Parliament hoping
they will put forth issues “with facts and
logic. But the Congress is changing it.”
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Uttar Pradesh, Haryana Govts must
impose complete ban on firecrackers: SC
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I, Lalit S/o Sh. Tale Ram R/o 

Village Aterna, Teh. Rai, Sonipat 

has break all my relations with my 

wife Madhu as she is out of my 

control. In future, if anybody deals 

with her, he/she will do at their 

own risk. 

I, Kamlesh Rani W/O 

Krishan Lal R/O Near Kali Mata 

Mandir, Peermachalla, SAS 

Nagar, Mohali, Punjab, Declare 

that my Son Jitander Chandna is 

out of my control. I Disown my 

Son From my All Movable and 

immovable Properties. Anybody 

dealing with him will do at his own 

risk and cost. I will have nothing to 

do with it. 

I, Kamlesh Rani W/O 

Krishan Lal R/O Near Kali Mata 

Mandir, Peermachalla, SAS 

Nagar, Mohali, Punjab, Declare 

that my Son Neeraj Chandna is 

out of my control. I Disown my 

Son From my All Movable and 

immovable Properties. Anybody 

dealing with him will do at his own 

risk and cost. I will have nothing to 

do with it. 

I, Satyawan S/o Mangat 

Ram and My wife Babita Rani R/o 

# 508A, Sector 46A, Chandigarh 

Declare that our Son Nikhil 

Tushawar and his wife Shabnam 

are out of our control. We 

disowned them from our all 

moveable/ immovable properties. 

Anybody deals with them at their 

own risk. 

I, Rashmi D/o Shri Desh 

Raj,Wife of Shri Rahul Gaba 

resident of House No. 542/4, 

Geeta Colony, Taraori Tehsil 

Nilokheri District Karnal .I declare 

that my brother Ramesh Kumar 

alias Rishabh is beyond my reach. 

Therefore I am breaking all 

relations with him. In future I will 

have no relation with him. 

I, Naresh  S/o Sh. Banarsi 

R/o house no.39, Rajiv colony 

sector 17 Panchkula Haryana, 

Declare that my son Naveen and 

his wife Savita are out of my 

control So, I disown them from my 

all Moveable / Immoveable 

Properties. Anybody Dealing with 

them  at their own Risk. 

I, Parmjit Singh S/o 

Sh.Narata Singh R/o house 

no.305,Village & P.O Saketri 

Panchkula Haryana, Declare that 

my son Hardeep and his wife 

Manju Rani are out of my control 

So, I disown them from my all 

Moveable / Immoveable 

Properties. Anybody Dealing with 

them  at their own Risk. 

I Paramjeet Kaur W/o Raj 

Kumar R/o Village Rani Majra 

Tehsil Derabassi Distt SAS nagar 

Mohali Punjab, I have disowned 

my son Bikram Singh from my 

moveable immovable properties 

due to out of my control, anybody 

dealing with him at their own risk. 

I Paramjeet Kaur W/o Raj 

Kumar R/o Village Rani Majra 

Tehsil Derabassi Distt SAS nagar 

Mohali Punjab, I have disowned 

my son Bikram Singh from my 

moveable immovable properties 

due to out of my control, anybody 

dealing with him at their own risk. 

I Lakhmir Singh S/O Ujagar 

Singh R/O Village Kami Khurd 

Sub Tehsil Ghanaur Tehsil 

Rajpura Distt Patiala Declare That 

My Son Sukhpreet Singh And His 

Wife Narinder Kaur And My Son 

Kamalpreet Singh And His Wife 

Maninder Kaur All Are Out Of My 

Control. So I Disowned All Of 

Them From All My Movable And 

Immovable Properties. Anybody 

Dealing With All On Their Own 

Risk. 

We, Rajinder Prasad Gupta, 

S/o Late Shri Chattar Sain and 

Mrs. Kusum Gupta, W/o Shri 

Rajinder Prasad Gupta, R/o H No. 

1048, Sector-10, Panchkula 

Haryana, declare that our son 

Rajat Gupta and his wife Rajni 

Bansal is not in our Control. We 

disown our Son and his wife from 

our Movable and immovable 

Properties. Anybody dealing with 

them will be solely responsible for 

his legal and illegal Activities. We 

and any of our family member 

have nothing to do with him. 

I, Hari Lal S/O late.sh.paltu 

Ram R/o house no 255 phase 2, 

Bapudham colony sector 26 

Chandigarh declare that my son 

namely Rahul and his wife 

Nandini both are out of my control 

so that I disown both of them from 

my all movable and immovable 

properties. Anybody deals with 

their own risk. 

I, Nirmala W/o Hari Lal 

late.sh.paltu Ram R/o house no 

255 phase 2, Bapudham colony 

sector 26 Chandigarh declare that 

my son namely Rahul and his wife 

Nandini both are out of my control 

so that I disown both of them from 

my all movable and immovable 

properties. Anybody deals with 

their own risk. 

म� सुदेश देवी प�ी सुरेश िनवासी 

गांव अलीपुर खालसा िजला करनाल 

अपने हलफ से �ान करती �ं िक मेरा 

लड़का सौरभ व उसकी प�ी ि�यंका मेरे 

कहने सुनने से बाहर है इसिलए म% उ&' 

अपनी चल अचल संपि) से बेदखल 

करती �ं भिव+ म' उसे लेनदेन करने 

वाला ,यं िज-ेवार होगा 

We, Harblas son of  Sant 

Ram and Kamlesh wife of Harblas 

both resident of village Daulatpur, 

Raipur, Distt. Jalandhar, Punjab, 

India. We are biological paresnts 

of  Inderjeet  and he has changed 

his name from Inderjeet to 

Inderjeet  Inderjeet. 

We Abhishek Roy S/o Ajay 

Roy and Chetna Srivastava W/o 

Abhishek Roy R/o Flat no 803 

Block H1, Maya Garden city, SAS 

Nagar, Punjab, declare that we 

have already snapped ties with 

Prerna Srivastava and her 

husband Prithvi Roy. Neither we 

have any financial dealing nor any 

relation as we are not in talking 

terms with them as we live 

separately from them & never 

interfered in their daily affairs & 

have nothing to do with their 

personal or family life. This 

declaration is being made by 

Abhishek Roy & Chetna 

Srivastava out of free will and it is 

for all the purpose or intent of 

declaring broken ties with Prerna 

Srivastava & her husband Prithvi 

Roy. 

I, Hareet Kaur Bajwa D/o 

Hargobind Singh R/o Greater 

Kailash, Batala declare that I am 

known by both names Hareet 

Kaur and Hareet Kaur Bajwa. 

Both names pertain to one and 

the same person. 

I, Gurmail Kaur W/o GS 

178675F Carpenter Jaswinder 

Singh presently serving in 1512 

RMPL care 116 RCC (GREF) Pin-

930116 R/o Vpo. Harsi Pind 

Teh-Tanda Distt. Hoshiarpur, 

Punjab, declare that erroneously 

my date of Birth in the records of 

my husband carp Jaswinder 

Singh is written as 20-04-1974 

which is incorrect. My correct date 

of birth is 24 April 1975.   

I Butta Singh S/O Diwan 

Singh R/O VPO Safdarpur Tehsil 

Dasuya Distt Hoshiarpur Punjab 

declare that in my Passport No 

M8970538 My Name Written 

Boota Singh. Actually My Correct 

Name Spelling is Butta Singh as 

per my Aadhar card record. 

I, Karnayal Kaur Wd of No. 

44477193 Late Sep. Iqbal Singh 

Vpo. Panwan Teh-Dasuya Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Pb, declare that in my 

husband’s Army Record my name 

written Naranjan Kaur wrongly. 

Actually my name is Karnayal 

Kaur as per my Aadhar Card, 

Birth certificate record. 

I, V Ravi Is Legally Father Of 

No. 16116028f, Hav, Deepan. R 

Unit Of 5 Engr. Regt, C/O 56 Apo, 

Residing At 112/9, Ellai Street, 

Melagudalur, Uthamapalayam, 

Gudalur, Theni, (Tamil Nadu) Pin-

625518, Have Changed My Name 

From V Ravi To Ravi V & Date Of 

Birth From 01/07/1963 To 

06/03/1964. 

I, Harjeet Kaur Wife Of Army 

No 1492512n Ex Lance Naik 

Hardeep Singh S/O Gurmail 

Singh Resident Of Vpo Phero Ke 

Tehsil Zira Distt Ferozepur, 

Punjab Have Changed My Name 

From Harjeet Kaur To Harjit Kaur 

And Also Change My Date Of 

Birth From 16 Oct 1985 To 01 Jan 

1985 In My Husband Army 

Service Records As Per Affidavit 

Dated 19 Dec 2024.  

I, No. JC- 501156M Ex Sub 

Gurwinder Singh S/o Jarnail 

Singh R/o VPO Nabipur Tehsil & 

Distt. Fatehgarh Sahib {Pb.} 

declare That I have served with 

Sikh Regt for the period from 21 

Dec 1994 to 31 Dec 2022. That 

Jasbir Kaur is my real mother. As 

per Army Records the name and 

date of birth of my said mother 

has been written as Jasvir Kaur 

and date of birth 27 Nov 1954. 

Whereas as per Aadhar Card and 

PAN Card her correct name is 

Jasbir Kaur and correct date of 

birth is 01 Jan 1956. Hence name 

& DOB of my mother be change.   

I Sudha Mattpati Is Legally 

Mother Of No. 16123486a, Spr, 

Santhosha Parayya Mathapathi 

Of Unit 22 Engr Regt C/O 56 Apo 

Ferozepur Residing At Ward 

No.16, Hyagade Plot, Tq Mudhol 

Vtc Mahalingapur, P.O. 

Mahalingapur, District Bagalkot 

State Karnataka Pin-587312 

Declare That My Name Sudha 

And Date Of Birth 05.02.1966 

Wrongly Written In My Son Army 

Service Records But My Correct 

Name Is Sudha Mattpati And 

Correct Date Of Birth 01.01.1966 

I, R Rajathi Is Legally Mother 

Of No. 16116028f Hav, Deepan R 

Unit Of 5 Engr. Regt, C/O 56 Apo, 

Residing At D 131b, Ellai Street, 

Melagudalur, Uthamapalayam, 

Gudalur, Theni, (Tamil Nadu) Pin-

625518 Have Changed My Name 

From R Rajathi To Rajathi & Date 

Of Birth From 01/07/1972 To 

25/03/1969. 

It Is For General Information 

That I, Ravina D/O Inder Singh 

Residing At Adiyana (48), 

Panipat, Haryana-132113 

Declare That The Name Of My 

Father Has Been Wrongly Written 

As Inder In My Board Of School 

Education Haryana Class 10th & 

12th Educational Documents. 

The Actual Name Of My Father Is 

Inder Singh Respectively Which 

May Be Amended Accordingly. It 

Is Certified That I Have Complied 

With Other Legal Requirements 

In This Connection. 

I, Sakshi D/o Surender 

Singh Chandna R/o 19B, 

Inderpuri, Old D.C Road, Sonipat 

131001 have changed my name 

to Sakshi Chandna for all future 

purposes. 

I, Sukhpal Sarang Alias 

Bunti S/O. Avinash Singh R/O. 

#2185/C, Sector 63, Chandigarh. 

I Have Changed My Name From 

Sukhpal Sarang Alias Bunti To 

Sukhpal Sarang. 

I, Sachin Kapoor S/o 

Gajinder Kapoor R/o 1349, Ward 

no. 20, Vishnu Nagar, Jagadhri 

Workshop, Yamuna Nagar have 

changed my name from Sachin 

Kumar to Sachin Kapoor. 

I, Sanjay S/o Hari Ram R/o 

314, City Centre Road, Ram Kunj, 

Bihari Mandir, Yamuna Nagar 

have changed my name from 

Sanjay to Sanjay Kumar. 

I,  Satya  w/o Late Mamraj 

R/O  # 189, Alahar Yamuna Nagar 

Haryana  do hereby by declare 

that I have Changed my Name 

from Satya  to Satya Rani. Please 

note. 

I, Savita Sood w/o Sh. 

Krishan Singh R/o H.No. 2123, 

Ambedkar colony, Dhanas, 

Chandigarh declare that I have 

changed my name from Savita 

Sood to Savita. 

I, Dilbag Singh S/O Gurdial 

Singh Chauhan R/O 76, Sewa 

Nagar, Ram Tirath Road, Amritsar 

have changed my name from 

Dilbag Singh to Dilbag Singh 

Chauhan. Concerned please 

note. 

I Savitri Devi w/o Kamal Dev 

r/o village Nalwa PO and Tehsil 

Kasauli District Solan HP have 

changed my name from Sumitra 

Devi Katoch to Savitri Devi . And 

my correct date of birth is 20-06-

1961, All Concerns please note. 

I hitherto known as Amar Jit 

Singh Jaggi S/o Gurbachan 

Singh, R/o C/4-2489, Bye pass 

Bilaspur Road, Jagadhri, Tehsil 

Jagadhri, Distt. Yamuna Nagar, 

135001 (Haryana), India have 

changed my name and shall 

hereafter be known as Amarjit 

Singh. 

I, Vinod Saini S/O Yodh 

Singh R/O Dida Sainiya Tehsil 

And Distt. Gurdaspur (Punjab), 

Inform That I Have Changed My 

Name From Vinod Saini To Vinod 

Kumar. My Date Of Birth Wrongly 

Written 28-08-1994 In My 10th 

Certificate. My Correct Date Of 

Birth Is 6-11-1993. Concerned Be 

Noted.  

I, Sarita Kumari W/o Sh. 

Arvind Chauhan R/o Vill. 

Baikatpur, Biman, Shekhpura, 

Bihar, Present R/o Kishanpura, 

Distt. Panipat, declare that my son 

written the name of Abhishek 

Kumar in Adhar card which is 

incorrect. But my son real name is 

Satyam Kumar for all purposes. 

I Kewal krishan S/o Sh. 

Bachittar Singh R/o V.P.O Katora 

Sub Tehsil Nagrota Surian Tehsil 

Jawali Distt Kangra H.P declare 

that my daughter name is wrongly 

mentioned  as Labli Devi instead 

of her actual name Lovely Devi in 

all my records. 

I, Gaurav Sharma S/o Sh. 

Sarwan Kumar Sharma R/o B-

4/289, Near Railway Station, 

Green Avenue Colony, Sujanpur 

Tehsil & Distt. Pathankot declare 

and confirm that I have changed 

my name from Sharma Gaurav 

Shravan to Gaurav Sharma which 

is as per my Adhar Card and Pan 

Card. Both the names pertain to 

one and the same person. 

I, Rajesh Madhok S/o 

Ugarsain Madhok R/o 2085, 

Sector 17, HUDA, Jagadhri, Distt 

Yamuna Nagar have changed my 

minor daughter’s name from 

Meghvi to Meghvi Madhok. 

Raghuvir Sirkeck (New 

Name) S/O Sh. Paras Ram 

Sirkeck R/O Sirkeck Clinic House 

No 42 Brow Road Rampur PO 

RampurTehsil Rampur Bsr Distt 

Shimla HP 172001 declare that I 

have changed my name Raghuvir 

Singh (Old Name) to Raghuvir 

Sirkeck (Changed Name). All 

Concern Please note. 

I Sunita Gulati w/o inder 

Mohan Gulati r/o h.no.253 virat 

nagar model town panipat declare 

change my name From Sunita 

Kumari Gulati to Sunita Gulati and 

in future my name is Sunita Gulati. 

I, Ankita D/o Uday Singh r/o 

Village Padhana, Distt Karnal 

have changed my name from 

Ankita to Ankita Rana. 

I, Kamajit Kaur W/o Karanjit 

Singh R/o VPO Jhita Kalan, 

Amritsar, Punjab-143413 have 

changed my name from Kamajit 

Kaur to Kamaljit Kaur. 

I, Amardeep son of sh. 

Vishwanath Tiwari resident of H. 

No. 3427, Mauli complex, Mauli 

Jagran,  Chandigarh, 160102, 

have changed my name from 

Amardeep to Amardeep Tiwari. 

I, Gulzar Ali S/o Mehboob Ali 

SCF-21, Sector 10, Chandigarh 

have changed the name of my 

minor son from Mohmmad Farhan 

to Mohd Farhan. 

I, Amar Deep Singh S/o Sh. 

Santokh Singh, R/o H.No 175/3 

W.NO. 23, Circular Road, Rohtak-

124001 Haryana declare I have 

changed my name from Amar 

Deep Singh to Amardeep Singh 

Kapoor. In future I will be called as 

Amardeep Singh Kapoor for all 

purposes. 

I, Guneet Singh S/o Sh. 

Santokh Singh, R/o 175-c/2 

W.NO. 23 DLF Colony Rohtak-

124001 Haryana declare I have 

changed my name from Guneet 

Singh to Guneet Singh Kapoor. In 

future I will be called as Guneet 

Singh Kapoor for all purposes. 

I, Ashok  Kumar S/o Sh. 

Dharam Singh  R/o Η. Νο. 416, 

VPO Dabra, Distt. Hisar, Haryana 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Ashok to Ashok Kumar 

for all future purpose. 

I, Sunita Devi W/o  Pardeep 

Kumar  R/o Η. Νο. 199, 4th Floor, 

Govind Place Road, Sector 15-A, 

Hisar, Haryana declare that I have 

changed my name from Sunita 

Devi  to  Sunita Singh  for all future 

purpose. 

I, Shitala Devi W/o  Sh.  

Dharambir Singh  R/o Η. Νο. 252,  

VPO  Chirod (Chiraud), Tehsil & 

Distt. Hisar, Haryana (India) 

declare that I have changed my 

name from  Sheetal  to  Shitala 

Devi  for all future purpose. 

I, Karanvir S/o Sudesh 

Kumar R/o Village Kort Patial 

Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

changed my name from Karanvir 

to Karan Vir. Concerned note. 

I, Satish Kumar S/o Sh Kala 

R/o #629-A, Guru Nanak Colony, 

Sector 65-A, Jagatpur, Mohali 

declare that in my Daughter Saloni 

School record DOB is wrongly 

mentioned as  06-08-2008. My 

Daughter’s correct DOB is 06-03-

2008 for all purposes in future. 

I, Satish Kumar S/o Sh Kala 

R/o # 629-A, Guru Nanak Colony, 

Sector 65-A, Jagatpur, Mohali 

declare that in my Daughter,  

Prachi School record DOB is  

wrongly mentioned as  22-08-

2007. My Daughter’s  correct DOB 

is  22-10-2006. For all purposes in 

future. 

I, Shakuntla W/o No. 

279778-S Late Sgt Jai Ram Saini 

(Retd.) R/o Village Kheri 

Markanda, Saraswati Nagar, P.O. 

Sirsla, Tehsil Thanesar, District 

Kurukshetra declare that in my 

husband's service record my 

name is wrongly written as 

Shakuntala Devi instead of 

Shakuntla Devi & D.O.B. Not 

recorded instead of 01.01.1952. 

I, Rekha Rani, W/o Narender 

Kumar, R/o Village Bhagal, Tehsil 

Guhla, District Kaithal, declare that 

I have changed my name from 

Rekha to Rekha Rani and in future 

I will be known as Rekha Rani. 

I, Jatinder Kumar S/O 

Krishan Lal R/O 1350 Jagta 

Colony Barara Distt Ambala, 

Haryana Have Changed My Minor 

Child's Name From Mishika To 

Mishika Rani 

I, Kanwaljeet Kaur w/o Labh 

Singh R/o Village Karasan Tehsil 

Naraingarh Distt Ambala have 

changed my name from 

Kanwaljeet Kaur to Kamaljeet 

Kaur. 

I, Sarika W/o Ravinder 

Kumar R/o H.No- 844, Naraingarh  

Road.  Asa Singh Garden, Baldev 

Nagar Ambala City have changed 

my name from Sarika to Sarika 

Rani. 

I, Rahul S/o Chaman Lal R/o 

Village Shahzadpur  Distt Ambala 

have changed my name from  

Rahul to Rahul Goyal. 

I, Luxmi Rani D/O Harbans 

Singh R/O Vill. Birdhana (139), 

Fatehabad Haryana-125050 have 

changed my name to Ashmeet 

Kaur. 

I, Boota S/O Pal Ram R/O 

Vill. Bahua, PO Mehli, SBS Nagar, 

Punjab-144501 have changed my 

name to Boota Bains. 

I, Sanchit allang s/o Sh. Anil 

kumar r/o 773 Sector-12 huda 

Panipat Declare that my father 

name in my passport 

No.M6735465 Anil kumar to Anil 

Allang plz correct. 

I, Surbhi Singla, daughter of 

Ramesh Kumar Singla, resident of 

Bhagat Singh Road, Ramnagar 

Colony, Hansi Tehsil, Hansi 

District, Hisar, state that my 

Aadhaar number is 

222925210480, in which my name 

is registered as Surbhi Singla, 

daughter of Ramesh Kumar 

Singla. I am changing my name 

from Surbhi to Surbhi Singla. 

I, Jignesh Mahesh 

Makavana s/o Mahesh Nanji 

Makavana r/o near Bhatwadi, 

macchhi Market, room no.20, 

chawl no.11 Ganeshwadi R.B 

kadam Marg, Ghatkopar, West 

Mumbai Maharashtra 40084 have 

changed my name to Jignesh 

Mahesh Makwana for all  future 

purposes. 

I, Jyoti Kishor Parmar D/o 

Kishor Purushottam Parmar R/o 

near Bhatwadi, macchhi Market, 

room no.20, chawl no.11 

Ganeshwadi R.B kadam Marg, 

Ghatkopar, West Mumbai 

Maharashtra 40084 have 

changed my name to Jyoti 

Jignesh Makwana for all  future 

purposes. 

I Radika Devi d/o Akash 

Kumar r/o  House No. 1257/18, 

Sadhu Mandi, Thanesar. Distt. 

Kurukshetra, Haryana have 

changed her name from Radika 

Devi to Radhika Devi. 

I, Indu Sharma w/o Late  Sh.  

Dayanand Sharma, R/o House 

no. 428, Sector-20 Panchkula 

Haryana, have changed my minor 

daughter  name from Gauri  to 

Gauri Sharma 

I Rajnish Kumar Dhanda 

S/o  Late Shishu Pal R/o Flat No 

305, GH-83, Sector-20, 

Panchkula,Haryana, I have 

changed my name from Rajnish 

Kumar Dhanda to Rajnish Kumar. 

I Shanti W/o Sukhdev Singh 

R/o House no. 2262, D.M. Colony 

Sector- 38 West, Chandigarh, 

have changed my name from 

Shanti to Shanti Devi. 

I Sukhdev S/o Jagmohan 

Singh R/o House no. 2262, D.M. 

Colony, Sector 38 West 

Chandigarh, Sector 36 

Chandigarh, have changed my 

name from Sukhdev to Sukhdev 

Singh. 

I Sonia Anand, Sonia 

Bhatnagar W/o Sushil Kumar R/o 

H.no. 2161, Sector 19-C, 

Chandigarh, have changed my 

name from Sonia Anand, Sonia 

Bhatnagar to Sonia. 

I Karan S/o Yash Pal Sharma 

R/o H.no C-54, GHS-80, 4th floor, 

Sector 20 Panchkula, Haryana, 

have changed my name and my 

father’s name from Karan to 

Karan Sharma. S/o Yash Paul 

Sharma 

I Chandrika Prasad Singh 

Allas Chandirika Singh S/o Sh. 

Narayan Singh Rio 29, Tajpur, 

Chaura, Gopalpur, Distt. Patna 

have changed my name from 

Chandirika Singh  to Chandrika 

Prasad Singh 

I, Inderpreet Kaur D/o 

Sarbjit Singh R/o Village Baba 

Bakala, Distt. Amritsar, I have 

changed my name to Inderpreet 

as given name and Kaur as 

surname. 

I Manpreet Kaur Dhaliwal d/ 

o Charanjeet Singh r/ o vill. Mann 

Singh Wala, Sri Muktsar Sahib, 

Have Changed my Name to 

Manpreet Kaur All concern note it 

I, Manju Rani W/o Bhupan 

Chand,  R/o House No. 2193/14B, 

Pipli wala town, Manimajra 

Chandigarh, changed my name 

from Manju Rani to Manju Ramola 

I Sarla Chauhan W/o Romi 

Chauhan R/o House No. 412, 

First Floor Dashmesh Enclave, 

Zirakpur SAS Nagar Punjab have 

changed my name from Sarla 

Chauhan to Sarla 

I, Davender Singh S/o Sh. 

Om Parkash R/o # 1949 Sector-

15, Panchkula, Haryana, have 

changed my minor son name from 

George to Harssh. 

I Rita Manan W/O Ramesh 

Kumar R/O Dogar Basti St No.12 

H.No.75 Faridkot Have Changed 

My Name And Shell Here After 

Rita Mannan 

I No 2999815K, HAV, Vinod 

Kumar (Retd) resident of VPO- 

Munak, Tehsil- Ballah & Distt 

Karnal (Haryana)- 132040 have 

changed name of my son from 

Krishna to Krishna Chitra vide 

Affidavit dated 25 Nov 24 sworn in 

before Notary, Karnal. 

Salma wife of Ashok Kumar 

Valmiki resident of Raipur Rani 

(Panchkula) that I am changing 

my name from Salma to Salma 

Kumari. 

I, Parveen Kumar S/o  Mani 

Ram  R/o 98/76,  Khazanchian 

Bazar, Hisar, Haryana 125001 

declare that I have changed my 

name from  Parveen Kumar  to  

Parveen Kumar Soni  for all future 

purpose. 

I, hitherto known as Rajni 

Bala Wife of Paramjit Singh 

residing at H.No.D/2118, Mohalla 

Gumiaran, Chota Hari Pura, 

District Amritsar-143001 Punjab 

have changed my name and Shall 

hereafter be known as Harpreet 

Kaur 

I, hitherto known as Gulshan 

Rai Bajaj Son of Jagan Nath 

residing at H.No.58-C Mata 

Kaulan Marg, Kashmir Avenue, 

Near Bhatia Nursing Home, 

District Amritsar-143001 Punjab 

have changed my name and shall 

hereafter be known as Gulshan 

Rai 

I, hitherto known as Gulshan 

Bajaj Son of Jagan Nath residing 

at H.No.58-C Mata Kaulan Marg, 

Kashmir Avenue, Near Bhatia 

Nursing Home, District Amritsar-

143001 Punjab have changed my 

name and shall hereafter be 

known as Gulshan Rai 

I, hitherto Known as 

Harkawaldeep Singh Son of 

Lakhbir Singh residing at 

H.No.721, Diamond Avenue, 

Majitha Road, District Amritsar-

143001 Punjab have changed my 

name and shall hereafter be 

known as Harkawaldeep Bal 

I, Baljit Kaur W/o Baldev 

Singh R/o Wadala Johal, Amritsar 

have changed my name from 

Baljit Kaur to Baljeet Kaur 

I, Sarwan Singh Son of 

Balwinder Singh R/o VPO Wadala 

Johal Distt. Amritsar Punjab. have 

declare that Singh is my Surname 

and Sarwan is my Given Name. 

I, Onkar Singh S/o Harpal 

Singh R/o Village Harian PO 

Majitha Tehsil Majitha District 

Amritsar have declare that Onkar 

is my Given name and Singh is 

my Surname 

I, Raj Karan S/o Charanjit 

Singh R/o E8/302, Gali No.6, Opp 

Prabhakar School, Chheharta, 

Amritsar have changed my name 

from Raj Karan to Raj Karan 

Singh 

I, Samsher Singh Son of 

Nirmal Singh R/o VPO Kotla 

Gujran Distt. Amritsar Punjab. 

have declare that Singh is my 

Surname and Samsher is my 

Given name. 

I, Navneet Kaur Dahani D/o 

Kanwardeep Singh R/o H.No.163, 

Link Road, Sahibzada Jujhar 

Singh Avenue Tabowali, Amritsar 

have changed my name from 

Navneet Kaur Dhani to Navneet is 

my Given name and Kaur is my 

Surname 

I, Sukhdeep Singh Dhariwal 

S/o Tejwant Singh R/o 72, VPO 

Jethuwal, Amritsar have changed 

my name to Sukhdeep Singh 

I, Jagdish Chand S/o 

Harbans Lal R/o H.No.3185, Tung 

Pai, Batala Road, Amritsar have 

changed my name from Jagdish 

Chand to Jagdish Chander 

I, Thaan Singh Father of 

No.15518442W Swr Ranjeet 

Singh R/o Bhuchera Lalitpur, 

Bhuchera Uttar Pradesh-284126 

have changed my name from 

Thaan Singh to Than Singh Vide 

Affidavit No.IN-

PB90211136912013W 

Dt.19.12.2024 before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Chanda Devi mother of 

No.15518442W Swr Ranjeet 

Singh R/o Bhuchera Lalitpur, 

Bhuchera Uttar Pradesh-284126 

have changed my name from 

Chanda Devi to Chanda Vide 

Affidavit No.IN-

PB90210625387612W 

Dt.19.12.2024 before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Mangal mother of  

No.15581656F Hav Bhoeate 

Pravin Prakash R/o Shegaon 

Taluka Jath Sangli Maharashtra-

416404 have changed my name 

from Mangal to Mangal Prakash 

Bhoite and Date of Birth from 

11.10.1960 to 01.01.1967 Vide 

Affidavit No.IN-

PB90213122052148W 

Dt.19.12.2024 before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Bhoeate Prakash 

Bhanudas Father of 

No.15581656F Hav Bhoeate 

Pravin Prakash R/o Shegaon 

Taluka Jath Sangli Maharashtra-

416404 have changed my name 

from Bhoeate Prakash Bhanudas 

to Prakash Bhanudas Bhoite and 

Date of Birth from 11.10.1958 to 

10.05.1958 Vide Affidavit No.IN-

PB90213473918836W 

Dt.19.12.2024 before Notary 

Public Amritsar 

I, Lovejit Kaur W/o 

Manjinder Singh R/o H.No.3029 

Patti Mansoor Di, Sultanwind 

Pind, Amritsar have declare that 

Lovejit is my Given name and 

Kaur is my Surname 

I, Rajan S/o Prem Kumar 

Mahajan S/o Prem Kumar 

Mahajan R/o H.No 949/1 Kucha 

Ranjodh Singh Katra Baghian 

Amritsar have changed my name 

from Rajan to Rajan Mahajan 

I, Issac Masih S/o Iqbal 

Masih Vill Shahpur Karyal Tehsil 

Ajnala Distt Amritsar have 

changed my name Issac to Issac 

Masih. 

I, Manpreet S/o Sher Singh 

R/o H.No. 173/1, Allied Chemical 

Colony, F.C.I. Godown, Shahabad 

Markanda, District Kurukshetra, 

have changed minor son’s name 

from Jihan to Jihan Saini. 

I, Mukesh Kumar S/o 

Surinder Kumar R/o 487/13, 

Subhash Nagar, Shahabad, 

District Kurukshetra,   have 

changed my name from Mukesh 

Kumar to Mukesh Kumar Arora. 

I, Raj Kumar S/o Bhikha now 

R/o Village Ratgal, Near Saini 

Dharamshala, Thanesar, 

Kurukshetra,  have changed my 

name from Raj Kumar to Ramesh. 

I Obulapuram Sravani wife 

of Army No. 15158191M Rank 

HAV Name Koneti Rangaiah O, 

Resident of 2-89, Gontia Vari 

Veedhi, Bestavaripeta, Distt. 

Prakasam, State Andhra Pradesh 

523334, India, have changed my 

Name from Sravani to 

Obulapuram Sravani, Vide 

Affidavit No. IN-

PB90253719753004W, Dated 

19-12- 2024. Distt. Court, Place - 

Amritsar. 

I, Nishant S/o Ashok Aneja, 

Flat 19 GF, Aman Floor, New 

Mata Gujri Enclave, Kharar, 

Mohali, have changed name to 

Nishant Aneja.    

I, Geeta Devi W/o Des Raj,  

St No 2 Block-D,  Satjot Nagar, 

Ludhiana, have changed name  to 

Geeta 

I, Jasbir Singh Gill S/o Ram 

Phal R/o VPO Samain Tehsil 

Tohana (Fatehabad), have 

changed my name to Jasbir 

Singh. 

I Vandna W/o Ashwani 

Kumar H.No. 68,  Housing Board 

Colony, Cheeka Tehsil Guhla, 

Kaithal, have changed my name 

from Vandna to Vandna Rani 

I, Anita  W/o Rajesh  Kumar 

R/o Samain Tehsil Tohana 

(Fatehabad), have changed my 

name to Anita Devi. 

I, Surender Kaur W/o 

Bikramjeet Singh R/O V. Mandi 

Ladhuka, District Fazilka 152123 

Pb, have changed my name from  

Surender Kaur Alias Jaspal Kaur 

to Surender Kaur, Concerned 

Note. 

I, Simarjeet Kaur W/o Sh. 

Balwinderpal Singh R/o Village 

Lakhe Ke Uttar Tehsil  Fazilka 

Distt Fazilka, have changed my 

name  Paramjeet Kaur Urf 

Simarjeet Kaur to Simarjeet Kaur. 

Concerned Note. 

I, Gurbaksh Lal Thakral S/o 

Paira Ram, R/o 1352/3, Hari 

Chand Makker Street,Gandhi 

Nagar, Fazilka 152123 Pb, have 

changed name from Gurbax Lal 

Thakral to Gurbaksh Lal Thakral 

I, Jagdish Chandra 

Choudhary Is Father Of Service 

No 15797850k Rank Nk(Gnr) 

Name Rajesh Choudhary Of Unit 

105 Ad Regt C/O 56 Apo, R/O Vill 

+ Po- Bhutiya Bujrug, Tehsil- Tonk 

Khurd, Distt- Dewas, State- M. P., 

Pin-455116 Have Changed My 

Name From Jagdish Chandra 

Choudhary To Jagdish 

Choudhary & Date Of Birth From 

01-01-1965 Το 01-01-1966 Vide 

Affidavit Dated 19-12-2024 

Before Ambala Cantt 

I, Krishana Bai Is Mother Of 

No 15797742a Rank L/Nk (Dmt) 

Name Sanjay Kumar 

Chandrawanshi Of Unit105 Ad 

Regt C/O 56 Apo, R/O Vill- 

Tindoniya, Tehsil Narsinghgarh, 

Distt Rajgarh, State- M.P,Pin-

465667 Have Changed My Name 

From Krishana Bai To Krashna 

Vide Affidavit Dated 19-12-2024 

Ambala Cantt 

I, Prem Narayan 

Chandrawanshi Father Of No 

15797742a Rank L/Nk (Dmt) 

Name Sanjay Kumar 

Chandrawanshi Of Unit105 Ad 

Regt C/O 56 Apo, R/O Vill- 

Tindoniya, Tehsil Narsinghgarh, 

Distt Rajgarh, State- M.P, Pin-

465667 Have Changed My Name 

From Prem Narayan 

Chandrawanshi To Prem Narayan 

Vide Affidavit Dated 19-12-2024 

Ambala Cantt. 

I, Mookaiah Father Of No 

15734314m Rank L/Nk Name 

Subash M Of Unit 2 Csr(Aren) 

C/O 56 Apo, R/O J Nagar, Vtc- 

Thevaram, Tehsil- 

Uthamapalaiyam, Distt-Theni, 

State- Tamil Nadu, Pin- 625530 

Have Changed My Name From 

Mooκαιαη Το Μοοkkaiya Rasu & 

Date Of Birth From 01-01-1962 Το 

21-12-1962 Vide Affidavit Dated 

19-12-2024 Before Ambala Cantt 

I, M Devi Mother Of No 

15734314m Rank L/Nk Name 

Subash M Of Unit 2 Csr(Aren) 

C/O 56 Apo, R/O J Nagar, Vtc- 

Thevaram, Tehsil- 

Uthamapalaiyam, Distt-Theni, 

State- Tamil Nadu, Pin-625530, 

Have Changed My Name From M 

Devi To Devi Mookaiya & Date Of 

Birth From 01-01-1968 Το 30-10-

1966 Vide Affidavit Dated 

19-12-2024 Before Ambala Cantt 

I, Vinitha S Is Legally 

Wedded Spouse Of No 

15734314m Rank L/Nk Name 

Subash M Of Unit 2 Csr(Aren) 

C/O 56 Apo, R/O J Nagar, Vtc- 

Thevaram, Tehsil- 

Uthamapalaiyam, Distt- Theni, 

State- Tamil Nadu, Pin- 625530 

Have Changed My Name From 

Vinitha S To Vinitha C Vide 

Affidavit Dated 19-12-2024 Before 

Ambala Cantt 

I, Rani Bai Choudhri Is 

Legally Wedded Spouse Of 

Service No 15797850k Rank 

Nk(Gnr) Name Rajesh Choudhary 

Of Unit 105 Ad Regt C/O 56 Apo, 

R/O Vill + Po- Bhutiya Bujrug, 

Tehsil- Tonk Khurd, Distt- Dewas, 

State- M. P., Pin-455116 Have 

Changed My Name From Rani 

Bai Choudhri To Rani BẠi 

Choudhary Vide Affidavit Dated 

19-12-2024 Before Ambala Cantt 

I, Ragni Devi Is Legally 

Wedded Spouse Of Service No 

15783433m Rank Hav(Gnr) 

Name Brajesh Kumar Singh Of 

Unit 105 Ad Regt C/O 56 Apo, 

R/O Vill- Nandpur, Po- 

Khawaspur, Tehsil- Maharaj Ganj, 

Distt- Siwan, State- Bihar-841416 

Have Changed My Name From 

Ragni Devi To Ragani Devi Vide 

Affidavit Datted 19-12-2024 

Before Ambala Cantt 

I Kusum Lata Alias Santosh, 

W/O Shri Ramdhan Sharma, R/O 

H.No. 546 Village Anandpur 

Jalbeda District Ambala I State 

That Kusum Lata Alias Santosh 

Both The Names Belong To The 

Same Woman. 

I, Satish Bhatia S/O Harman 

Dass R/O House No. 1964/24 

Shivam Enclave, Rohtak have 

changed my name from Satish 

Kumar to Satish bhatia for all 

future purposes. 

I Chaliya Ram, son of Mr. 

Teju Ram, resident of Village 

Ghorawahi Post Office, Ladhara 

Tehsil and District Jalandhar, 

Punjab have changed my minor 

daughter's name from Alka to Alka 

Kumari. 

I, Tarsem Kaur W/o Gurdev 

Singh R/o H.No. 798, Street No.3, 

Ranjit Nagar-B, Patiala (Punjab) 

have changed my name from 

Tarsame Kaur to Tarsem Kaur. 

I, Mahananda Akkisagar Is 

Mother Of Army No. 16119780h 

Nk Shreekant Akkisagar Of Unit 5 

Engr Regt C/O 56 Apo Have 

Changed My Name From 

Mahananda To Mahananda 

Akkisagardue To Erroneous 

Mistake In My Son's Record. My 

True And Correct Date Of Birth Is 

01.01.1970 As Per My Aadhaar 

Card, But On My Son's Service 

Record My Date Of Birth Is 

Mentioned Is 01.07.1960, Which 

Is Wrong. 

I, Mallappa Akkisagar Is 

Father Of Army No. 16119780h 

Nk Shreekant Akkisagar Of Unit 5 

Engr Regt C/O 56 Apo Have 

Changed My Name From 

Mallappa To Mallappa Akkisagar 

Due To Erroneous Mistake In My 

Son's Record. My True And 

Correct Date Of Birth Is 

01.01.1963 As Per My Aadhaar 

Card, But On My Son's Service 

Record My Date Of Birth Is 

Mentioned Is 01.07.1955, Which 

Is Wrong. 

I Army No. 16133194L Spr 

Manjunath R Ravaloji Of Unit 03 

Engr Regt. C/O 56 Apo, Pin-

914003 Yol Cantt, Today Camping 

At Ferozepur, Have Changed My 

Mother Name From Yashoda 

Ravaloji To Yashodha Ramappa 

Ravaloji Vide Affidavit Notary 

Ferozepur. 

I Army No. 16133194L Spr 

Manjunath R Ravaloji Of Unit 03 

Engr Regt C/O 56 Apo, Pin-

914003 Yol Cantt, Have Changed 

My Father Name From Ramappa 

Ravaloji To Ramappa Narasappa 

Ravaloji Vide Affidavit Notary 

Ferozepur. 

I, Suvarna Ambiger is 

mother of Army No. 16133120W 

Spr Ravi Ambiger of Unit 5 Engr 

Regt c/o 56 APO have changed 

my name from Suvarna to Suvarna 

Ambiger Vide Affidavit Notary 

Ferozepur. 

I, Mahadevappa Yankappa 

Ambiger is father of Army No. 

16133120W Spr Ravi Ambiger of 

Unit 5 Engr Regt c/o 56 APO have 

changed my name from 

Mahadevappa to Mahadevappa 

Yankappa Ambiger Vide Affidavit 

Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Arti W/o  Deepak Talwar 

R/o NJ 164, Lawan Mohalla, 

Jalandhar have changed my name 

to Arti Talwar after my marriage. 

I, Narinder Singh S/o Gurmej 

Singh Vill.Gumthala Garhu, 

Pehowa, Kurukshetra have 

changed my name Narender 

Singh 

I, Bachan Singh s/o  Raja 

Singh R/o Village Chaki Plot 

Adhoya, Tehsil Pehowa, 

Kurukshetra have changed my 

name from Bachan Singh to 

Karnail Singh. 

I, Balvinder Kaur W/o 

Jasvinder Multany Vill.Naya 

Diwana, Pehowa, Kurukshetra 

have Changed my name 

Balwinder Kaur 

I Balinder S/o Sh. Hawa 

Singh R/o Village Ramnagar Tehsil 

Safidon district Jind I have to 

declare that my name changed 

Balinder Singh to Balinder for all 

purpose. 

I, Divya W/o Mohit Batra R/o 

#743/9, Jain Nagar Jind-126102 I 

am declairing that my name has 

been changed from Divya to Divya 

Batra. In future, I will be known as 

Divya Batra. 

I, Sunny Kumar S/o Kanhiya 

Lal R/o H.No. 928/30, Rameshwar 

Colony, Nakodar Road, Jalandhar, 

Punjab have changed my name to 

Given name as Sunny & Surname 

as Kumar. 

I, Nishant Vasishat S/o 

Mohan Lal Vasishat R/o H.No. B-

8/21, Mohalla Lahori Gate, 

Kapurthala have changed my 

name from Nishant Vasishat to 

Vasishat Nishant. 

I,  Somashekhar B presently 

residing at VPO.Hanabarathi, 

Distt.Belgaum, State Karnataka 

have changed my minor son name 

from Sankalp to Sankalp 

Somashekhar Bharamannavar 

vide Affidavit dated 19/12/2024 

before Executive Magistrate 

Jalandhar, (PB). 

I, Somashekhar B presently 

residing at VPO. Hanabarathi, 

Distt. Belgaum, State Karnataka 

have changed my minor daughter 

name from Samanvi to Samanvi 

Somashekhar Bharamannavar 

vide Affidavit dated 19/12/2024 

before Executive Magistrate 

Jalandhar, (PB). 

I, No. 15422982X Rank 

Hav/LA Name MD Makhdoom 

Raza presently residing at Vill. 

Chounka, Po. Fatehpur, Distt. 

Bhagalpur, State Bihar, Pin-

813210 hereby declare that as per 

service record  my mother name 

erroneously recorded as  S Abana 

whereas her correct name is  Bibi 

Shabana vide Affidavit dated 

19/12/2024 before Executive 

Magistrate Jalandhar, (PB). 

I, Kanta Devi W/o Guldev Raj 

R/o H.No. 1101, Bhargo Camp, 

Jalandhar, Punjab have changed 

my name from Kanta Devi to Kanta 

Rani. 

I, Avtar Krishan S/o Sh. 

Harmesh Kumar, R/o Flat No.51, 

SF,Aero Homes, Sector 123, Near 

Petrol Pump, Kharar, District SAS 

Nagar, Mohali (Pb.) (India)declare 

that I have changed my name from 

Avtar Krishan to Avtar Krishan 

Vinaik. 

I, Devinder Singh S/o Sh. 

Jaljeet Singh R/o H.No.-452, 

Sector - 8 (Part - 1), Karnal - 

132001, (Haryana) declare that 

Sharmistha is my real daughter. 

Sharmistha and Sharmistha Singh 

is one and the same person and is 

my real daughter. 

I, Parkash Chander S/o 

Sh.Manphool Singh R/o 

H.No.5153-B Sector 38-West 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name from Parkash Chander to 

Parkash Chander Dubey. 

I, Nisha Rani W/o Sanjeev 

Kumar  R/o HNo. 2247/1 sector 

37-C Chandigarh declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Nisha Rani to Nisha. 

I Sarbjeet Kaur Kallah W/O 

Manjinder Singh Kallah R/O 

H.No.1040, W.No.06, Inder Singh 

Gill Nagar Moga Have Changed 

My Name To Sarabjeet Kaur. 

I Gurmeet Singh S/O 

Naginder Singh R/O Vpo. Chugha 

Kalan Distt. Moga Have Changed 

My Name To Gurmit Singh. 

I Rajwinder Singh Johal S/O 

Naib Singh R/O Dhalleke Distt. 

Moga Have Changed My Name To 

Rajwinder Singh. 

I Chinder Pal Kaur W/O 

Sukhmander Singh R/O Demru 

Road Purana Pasa Nathuwala 

Garbi Moga Have Changed My 

Name To Chhinderpal Kaur. 

I Meenu W/O Rajinder Kumar 

R/O H.No.217 Gali No.06 Beant 

Nagar Moga Have Changed My 

Name To Meenu Arora. 

I Ranjeet Kaur W/O Jagdev 

Singh R/O Vpo. Lamma Tehsil 

Jagraon Distt. Ludhiana Have 

Changed My Name To Ranjit Kaur. 

Classifieds

Continuity Pg. No. 10

CHANGE OF NAME
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Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on

Thursday said under the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) in the
municipal corporations, every
penny will be spent for the bet-
terment of the people. Mann
held a roadshow here, rallying
support for AAP candidates
contesting the December 21
municipal corporation elec-
tions.

Addressing the gathering,
CM Mann shared his deep
connection with Ludhiana, as
he reminisced about his early
career, which began in the
bustling markets of the indus-
trial town. "This market is not
new to me. I used to frequent
these streets. "Ludhiana has
given me so much love and
now it's my responsibility to
give back to this city," said
Mann.

AAP Punjab president
Aman Arora and working pres-
ident Amansher Singh Sherry
Kalsi were among those who
accompanied Mann during the
roadshow. Elections to five
municipal corporations --
Amritsar, Jalandhar, Ludhiana,
Patiala and Phagwara -- and 44
municipal councils and nagar
panchayats in Punjab will be
held on December 21.

Mann appealed to people
to elect representatives who will

bring real development to
Ludhiana, as he rallied support
for the AAP candidates.
"Earlier, municipal corpora-
tions never focused on devel-
opment. The funds belonged to
the people, yet they weren't
utilised for public welfare.
Under AAP, every penny will
be spent for the betterment of
the people," he said.

Hitting out at previous dis-
pensations, Mann said, "They
have betrayed the trust of the
people for years. It's time to
clean the system with the
broom and give Ludhiana the
governance it truly deserves."
He urged voters to "reject"
such parties and embrace the
"honest, people-centric politics
of the Aam Aadmi Party". "The
people of Punjab have the
power to decide the future
and this time they will choose
integrity over deceit," he added.

Mann assured the public
that Ludhiana would see
unparalleled growth under
AAP's leadership. The chief
minister reminded voters of
AAP's achievements over the
past nearly three years, includ-
ing providing 50,000 govern-
ment jobs, reducing electricity
bills to zero for many house-
holds and implementing robust
infrastructure projects. "We
are here to serve, not to enrich
ourselves. Our focus is on vil-
lages, cities and the welfare of
all," he said.

��
����	����
�������	�����������
�������
�������������
���������������������
�����
����� �	���

��	

Punjab Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare Minister

Gurmeet Singh Khudian on
Thursday assured farmer leaders
that the state government will
not allow farmers' interests to be
affected by the National Policy
Framework on Agricultural
Marketing.

The minister was holding
in-depth discussions with farmer
unions’ leaders on the draft pol-
icy of the National Policy
Framework on Agricultural
Marketing here.

"The state government is

concerned as this policy could
have serious implications for
the state and its farmers, so we
want to analyse and consult on
each and every aspect of the draft
policy shared by the government
of India," the Minister said,
adding that agriculture experts
and other stakeholders will also
be consulted soon to analyse it
thoroughly so that not a single
point is left unconsidered.

Khudian, along with
Additional Chief Secretary,
Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare, Anurag Verma, Punjab
State Farmers' and Farm
Workers' Commission

Chairman Sukhpal Singh, and
Punjab Mandi Board Secretary
Ramvir appealed to the farmers
to send their suggestions and
comments in this regard to the
Agriculture Department.

Farmer Unions’ leaders
Joginder Singh Ugrahan, Balbir
Singh Rajewal, Darshan Pal,
Ruldu Singh Mansa, Satnam
Singh Ajnala, and others
expressed deep concerns over
potential privatisation, monop-
olistic practices in the disguise of
the policy. It could be an attempt
to reintroduce the contentious
provisions of the three farm
laws, which were repealed by the

Union government following
the farmers’ protests, they added.

They also urged the state
government for further exami-
nation before sending a response
to the Centre so that Punjab and
its farmers' interests could be
fully secured.

The high-level meeting was
also attended by Special
Secretary, Agriculture, Harbir
Singh, Director Agriculture
Jaswant Singh, Director Research
at Punjab Agricultural University
(PAU) in Ludhiana Ajmer Singh
Dhatt and senior officials of the
Punjab Mandi Board and the
Agriculture Department.
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Farmer leader Jagjit Singh
Dallewal, who has  been on

fast-unto-death to press the
Centre to accept their demands,
including a legal guarantee of
MSP on the crops, fainted on
Thursday ashis condition has
now become critical.

Dallewal, whose fast-unto-
death entered the 24th day,
apparently fell down and faint-
ed for some time. The doctors
attending him at the Khanauri
border have described the 70-
year-old farmer leader's health
condition as critical, adding,"His
life is hanging by a thread.
Dallewal is also at risk of cardiac
arrest and multi-organ failure,
the doctors added.

The 70-year-old farm pro-
tester, also a cancer patient, had
been on fast-unto-death to press
the Centre to accept their
demands, including a legal
guarantee of minimum support
price (MSP) on the crops.
Doctors said Dallewal has not
had anything for the last 24
days. "Because of that, he is crit-
ical and he is at the risk of car-
diac arrest and multi-organ
failure. We are monitoring him
every day," said Dr. Abhiraj, who
is a member of a team of doc-
tors from 5 Rivers Heart
Association, an NGO. "His
blood pressure dropped today.
We raised his legs and gave mas-
sage. But his situation is very
sensitive. His life is hanging by
a thread right now. Anything
can happen at any time,” the
doctor added.

Meanwhile, the Khap
Panchayats of Haryana extend-
ed their support to the farmers
and decided to hold a maha-
panchayat in Hisar on
December 29 and added that
the Maha Panchayat will decide

the next course of action.
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Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on Thursday
urged the Centre to give up its
"stubbornness" and engage in
talks with the farmers who are
protesting to press for their
demands, including a legal
guarantee of Minimum
Support Price (MSP) for crops.

Mann also said it is the
Centre's duty to talk to the
farmers, adding that any issue
can only be resolved through
dialogue. "It is the duty of the
central government to talk to
the farmers. Any issue can be
resolved only through talks.
The central government should
give up its stubbornness," he
posted on X.

Farmers, under the banner
of Samyukta Kisan Morcha
(Non-Political) and Kisan
Mazdoor Morcha, have been
camping at Shambhu and
Khanauri border points
between Punjab and Haryana
since February 13, after their
march to Delhi was stopped by
security forces.

Earlier on Wednesday,
Haryana Chief Minister and
BJP leader Nayab Singh Saini
said the AAP government in
Punjab must engage with the
farmers from the state and
find solutions to their prob-
lems. Last week, Saini had stat-
ed that all crops of farmers in
Haryana are being procured at
MSP and urged the Punjab
government to follow suit.
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Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
Working President Balwinder
Singh Bhunder on Thursday
appealed to all political parties
as well as Kisan organizations to
work jointly to save the life of
veteran Kisan leader Jagjit Singh
Dallewal.

Talking to Reporters after
visiting the Kisan leader at
Khanauri, Bhunder said “this is
not the time to score brownie
points by speaking in divergent
voices. We should unite and
appeal to the central government
to accept the demands of
Dallewal Sahab to pave the way
for ending his fast unto death”.
He said it was unfortunate that
the AAP government and its
chief minister had not taken up
the issue in all earnestness with
the centre. “The chief minister
should call on the Prime
Minister and impress upon the
latter to do justice with farmers
since the Prime Minister had
assured that all the demands of
the farmers, including making
MSP a legal guarantee, would be
accepted”.

Bhunder also appealed to
the Kisan organizations to come
on a common platform to devise
a common strategy to take up
the issues of the farming com-
munity so that they could be
resolved. He also made a per-
sonal appeal to the veteran
Kisan leader to end his fast say-
ing Punjab needed him and his
services and that he should not
endanger his life in this manner.
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To express solidarity with
the protesting farmers in
Punjab over MSP demand, the
Gurnam Singh Chaduni-led

Bharatiya Kisan Union (BKU)
will stage protests at district
headquarters across Haryana
on Friday to express solidarity
with the protesting farmers in
Punjab. Additionally, 11 farm-
ers will observe a hunger strike
at district headquarters from 10
am to 4 pm on the same day.

Talking to reporters, BKU
Chaduni spokesperson Rakesh
Bains said the draft agricultural
marketing policy would be a
key focus of Friday’s protests.
He remarked: “We strongly
believe the National Policy
Framework on Agricultural
Marketing is an attempt to
weaken government-run man-
dis by promoting private man-
dis. This policy resembles the
contentious farm laws we
opposed in 2020-21, which
were later repealed.”

Bains further warned:
“Government mandis will not
survive if private mandis are
allowed. Initially, private play-
ers may offer better facilities to
attract farmers, but this would
ultimately dismantle public
sector mandis, creating a
monopoly in foodgrain pro-
curement. Farmers would then
be forced to sell their produce
to a single corporate entity,
resulting in losses for both the
government and farmers.”

Recently, Chaduni visited
Dallewal, who has been on a
fast-unto-death at the Khanauri
border of Punjab and Haryana
since November 26, demand-
ing a legal guarantee for the
minimum support price (MSP)
of crops.

It should be mentioned
here that on December 16,
Haryana farmers staged tractor
marches in Ambala, Kaithal,
Hisar, Panipat, and other dis-
tricts to push for the MSP
demand.
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Senior Haryana BJP leader
and former BJP Chief OP

Dhankar's son Ashutosh was
assaulted by some people in
Panchkula. Local Police said
that preliminary investigations
suggest it was a road rage mat-
ter. According to Panchkula
police, they have rounded up a
few suspects.

A police official from
Sector 14 police station said the
incident took place Wednesday
evening near Ashutosh's home.
“Ashutosh was headed home in
Panchkula in a vehicle when
some youths in another vehicle
entered into an argument and
blocked his vehicle.

They came out and hit him
with a baseball bat injuring him.
Later, they also called a few
more of their supporters,” act-
ing SHO of Sector 14 police sta-
tion, Panchkula, Ajay, said.

A crowd gathered, prompt-
ing the attackers to flee the

scene after the incident. “We
have rounded up a few suspects,
who are locals from Panchkula,
and further investigations are
on. “As per preliminary inves-
tigations, it appears to be a road
rage matter,” Ajay said.

Meanwhile, Haryana
Minister Anil Vij visited the res-
idence of O P Dhankar in
Panchkula. Dhankar is BJP
national Secretary and former
Haryana BJP president. Vij
inquired about Ashutosh's con-
dition and wished him a speedy
recovery.

Speaking to reporters in
Panchkula, former Haryana
Assembly Speaker, Gian Chand
Gupta said that such an inci-
dent is unfortunate and raises
concern too. About the sus-
pects who attacked Ashutosh,
Gupta said, “People of per-
verted mentality can do such
thing. It was a road rage mat-
ter and the accused not only
assaulted him but even
attempted to take his life. Such
incident raises concern”.
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The Director General of
Information, Public

Relations, Language and
Culture Department, K.M.
Pandurang on Thursday direct-
ed the officers to effectively
communicate the development
projects and public welfare
schemes of the government to
the general public, ensuring
maximum publicity. He was
chairing a review meeting with
senior officials of the depart-
ment here.

The Director General said
that the Haryana government's
goal is to make the state clean
and beautiful. In this regard, he
instructed all District
Information and Public
Relations Officers to take special
care of cleanliness within their
offices and to organize dedicat-
ed cleanliness campaigns.

Pandurang stated that
under the leadership of
Haryana Chief Minister Nayab
Singh Saini, the Haryana
Government is implementing
various welfare policies for the
benefit of the public. It is the
department's responsibility to
ensure that beneficiaries receive
accurate information about
government schemes. To
achieve this, he urged officers
to utilize publicity channels
effectively, ensuring the widest
possible reach of information
about these schemes. Social
media platforms should be
maximally utilized for scheme
promotion. In addition, the
Director General highlighted
the importance of proper dis-
tribution of departmental pub-
licity material and instructed all
district officials to monitor live
programs carefully.

The DG said that develop-

mental activities in Haryana are
benefiting even the most mar-
ginalized individuals in society.
Along with the implementation
of various schemes, the gov-
ernment is taking several mean-
ingful initiatives, such as the
Samadhan Shivirs. When the
issues faced by people attending
these shivirs are resolved, it
should be highlighted as a suc-
cess story. Furthermore, the
public should be made aware of
the government schemes dedi-
cated to public service.

Present at the meeting
were Additional Director
(Administration) Varsha
Khangwal, Joint Director
Anchal Bhaskar, Additional
Directors Vandana Sharma
and Ranbir Singh Sangwan,
Joint Director (Press), Sahib
Ram Godara, and senior offi-
cials from the headquarters
and districts.
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Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on

Thursday said that the contin-
uous efforts have been made to
improve education, connec-
tivity, health services, and more
in the Pundri area during the
last two terms of the BJP-led
Government in the State.
Several key developments,
including the granting of block
status to Dhandh. The Ambala-
Kotputli Greenfield Corridor
(NH 152-D) passing through
the area was constructed at a
cost of Rs 10,646 crore. In addi-
tion, a four-lane road from
Kaithal to Karnal was built at
a cost of Rs 175 crore. He also
said that Rs 12.86 crore was
spent on rainwater drainage
and the laying of sewerage
lines in Pundri. The Chief
Minister said that over the

past 10 years, the government
has ensured balanced develop-
ment across every area in the
state.

Addressing a Dhanyawad
rally at Pundri Assembly
Constituency, Saini made sev-
eral significant announcements
for the welfare of the local res-
idents, including giving the
status of a Sub-Division to
Pundri. The state government
has constituted a committee for
reviewing proposals to declare
new subdivisions or districts. A
proposal for Pundri's subdivi-
sion status has been submitted
to the committee, and once the
report is received, the status
will be granted, he said.

Saini further announced
that old school buildings in
Pundri constituency would be
renovated and repaired and an
amount of Rs 5 crore will be
allocated for the same. He
announced that the health cen-
ters will be constructed in
Fatehpur and Badnara villages
subject to land availability.
Additionally, Rs. 5 crore was
allocated for repairing
Marketing Board roads and Rs.
10 crore for the strengthening
and repair of Public Works
Department roads, announced
Saini.

Apart from these
announcements, the Chief
Minister announced to allocate
an additional amount of Rs. 5
crore specifically for develop-
mental works in Pundri.

Saini inaugurated and laid
foundation stones for three
projects worth Rs. 15 crore.
These projects include the con-
struction of a link road from
Pundri to Sega, the strength-
ening of the Nilokheri Karsa
Dhand Road, and six other
road improvement projects.

He highlighted that each
region and town in Haryana
has its own distinct food cul-
ture, citing Pundri's famous
Firni and Gohana's renowned
Jalebi as examples of local
pride. Taking a swipe at the
opposition, he pointed out that
some leaders are not even
familiar with Haryana's culture.
While opposition leaders had
demanded an account of the
BJP government's achieve-
ments, the people of Haryana
had already delivered their
verdict on Congress through
the recent elections.

Saini stated that the people
of Haryana have worked tire-
lessly for the state's development
by delivering a historic third
consecutive victory to the
Bharatiya Janata Party, ensuring
the formation of the government
once again. He said that the dou-
ble-engine government will
undoubtedly fulfill Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's vision
of transforming India into a
developed nation by 2047. He
further assured that along with
a developed India, Haryana too
will achieve significant progress
and development.
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The Cyber crime team of
the Gurugram police

busted an illegal call centre
operating at Plot No 270
Udyog Vihar Phase-2 in
Gurugram on Wednesday.
The call centre mostly used to
cheat US nationals on the
pretext of technical support
by creating a fake website of
an accounting company,
police said on Thursday.

According to the police, a
team of the cyber crime
police station led by ACP
(cybercr ime) Pr iyanshu
Diwan raided the call centre
following a tip-off. During
the raid, the police arrested
18 people, including 8 women
and the call centre operator,
in connection with the mat-
ter and seized 17 CPUs along
with other electronic gadgets.

The police team regis-
tered a case against the
accused under relevant sec-
tions o BNS and IT Act in
Police Station Cyber Crime
South, Gurugram and arrest-
ed the accused as per the
rules in the case.

During interrogation, it
was found that the accused,
Gaurav Bakshi, is the opera-
tor of this call centre, and he
runs this call centre along
with his companions at the
behest of his other partner.

Bakshi used to get a
salary of about Rs 1.5 lakh
and his other employees used
to get a salary of about Rs
30,000 per month.

“We received specific
inputs that a fake call centre
had cheated several  US
nationals on the pretext of
technical support. The youths

were employed at the call
centre, which was being oper-
ated without a license issued
by the Department of
Telecommunications (DOT),”
said Priyanshu Diwan, ACP
(Cyber Crime).

The accused was alleged-
ly running this illegal call
centre with his fellow accused
since February 2024. The
accused were cheating foreign
nationals in the name of pro-
viding customer care service
of  Sof tware
Support/Accounting Support.
The accused used to run ads
on Google from the cus-
tomer care helpline number
of a famous company. When
foreign nationals call on the
toll-free number, the call
comes to their call centre
through VCL Dialer, 3CX
Dialer.

"The accused introduced
themselves as representatives
of a famous company and got
remote access to the com-
puter system of foreign
nationals by getting them to
download screen-sharing
applications in their system.
In the name of solving their
problem, they used to get
200-1000 dollars from them
through a payment gateway.
The accused used to commit
the fraud by creating a phish-
ing website of an accounting
company named Quick
Books," Diwan added.

“The matter is under
inves t igat ion .  How t he
accused was operating the
fake call centre is part of an
investigation. The involve-
ment of other people cannot
be ruled out. The culprits are
on police remand for further
questioning,” the officer
said.
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Punjab Raj Bhavan,
Chandigarh, on Thursday

hosted one day prestigious
seminar on new NAAC
reforms, to discuss strategies to
motivate and engage a wide
spectrum of educational insti-
tutions, including colleges that
had never applied for NAAC
accreditation, those that had
discontinued the process over
the last five years, and newly
established universities prepar-
ing for their first cycle of NAAC
accreditation. The event
emphasized the importance of
re-engaging these institutions to
ensure comprehensive acade-
mic excellence across the state.

Governor of Punjab and
Administrator UT Chandigarh,
Gulab Chand Kataria, empha-
sized the need for equipping
the youth with the quality edu-
cation and modern skills as per
the global needs. The Governor
pointed out that the education
system must evolve to meet the
demands of a rapidly changing
world, stating, "Education is not
merely a pathway to employ-
ment but a transformative force
that drives the progress of a

nation."
In his speech, Kataria

reflected on India’s historical
legacy of education, highlight-
ing the global acclaim of
ancient learning centers such as
Nalanda, Vikramshila, and
Takshashila. These institutions,
renowned for their inclusivity
and commitment to excellence,
set benchmarks that continue
to inspire modern education
systems.

Tracing the evolution of
India’s educational policies, the
Governor elaborated on the
transformative impact of the
1968, 1986, and 2020 National
Education Policies (NEP). He
lauded NEP 2020 for its focus

on multidisciplinary educa-
tion, curriculum flexibility, and
integration of technology, not-
ing its alignment with the
United Nations’ Sustainable
Development Goal 4 (SDG 4)
on quality education.

Kataria applauded Punjab’s
historical contributions, par-
ticularly its leadership during
the Green Revolution, and
expressed confidence in the
state's potential to spearhead
educational reforms to lead
India in implementing NEP-
2020.

Education Minister Punjab
Harjot Bains, emphasized the
transformative power of edu-
cation and its critical role in

shaping the future. He high-
lighted the government's com-
mitment to enhancing Punjab's
education system to eliminate
the need for students to study
abroad, aiming instead to
establish the state as a global
education hub. Bains praised
the seminar as a platform for
fostering innovation and inclu-
sivity and reaffirmed the gov-
ernment’s dedication to mak-
ing Punjab a leader in higher
education, contributing signif-
icantly to India's vision of
becoming a developed nation
by 2047.

Dr. K. Rama, Advisor
NAAC, offered a comprehen-
sive overview of NAAC's mis-
sion and future trajectory. She
emphasized that NAAC is not
just about grading but a tool for
continuous improvement in
higher education. Reflecting on
NAAC’s 25-year journey, She
announced plans to transition
from the current grading sys-
tem to a binary accreditation
model and maturity-based
accreditation system. "This
approach will connect every
university to a structured sys-
tem, fostering clarity and inclu-
sivity," she stated.
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Chandigarh: Biting cold conditions persisted in several areas
of Punjab and Haryana on Thursday, with Faridkot record-
ing a minimum temperature of 2 degrees Celsius, the mete-
orological department said. Bathinda also remained under
the grip of severe cold, recording a low of 3.6 degrees Celsius,
while Pathankot and Gurdaspur registered minimum tem-
peratures of 4.6 and 4.5 degrees Celsius, respectively.
According to the data from the department, Amritsar logged
a minimum temperature of 4.2 degrees, while Ludhiana reg-
istered a low of 5.6 degree Celsius and Patiala recorded a min-
imum of 6.5 degree Celsius. Chandigarh, the common cap-
ital of the two states, registered a low of 7.4 degrees Celsius.
In Haryana, Hisar logged a minimum of 2.8 degrees
Celsius, while Sirsa and Karnal were also swept by severe cold,
with both places recording respective lows of 3.2 and 5.3
degrees Celsius. Rohtak registered a low of 5.6 degrees and
Ambala recorded a minimum of 8.1 degrees Celsius.
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JAL SHAKTI VIBHAG



He flaunted the title
“calamity reporter”
with pride as he vivid-

ly narrated the story behind
how Dr Chandan Mitra, edi-
tor-in-chief of The Pioneer,
gave him the name. Known to
friends as Nauty (that’s how
he spelled it) and to juniors as
Vipul Sir, or Nauty Sir, I was
introduced to him in August
2021, while writing a test for
an editorial role at The
Pioneer. I hadn’t met him
before, but had heard things
about him — his co-workers
respected him, but they feared
him even more. It was my first
stint in the media and I was
nervous. 
I was supposed to join his
team and work on the Edit
and Oped pages. By the time
I was almost done with the
test, I was looking around
wondering who Mr Nautiyal
could be. That was when an
old-looking fellow, who was
humbly dressed and had
uncombed hair and a grey
beard, looked at me and said:
“Cheating kara du”? I laughed
it off. This couldn’t have been
the Vipul Nautiyal I had been
told about. But then an HR
executive arrived and my
paper was handed over to
him. I was interviewed and

ended up addressing this
“old-looking, humbly
dressed” fellow as “Vipul Sir”
ever since. I learned an
important lesson that day.
Nevertheless, I was hired. 
A few weeks of working with
him I realised that he was
extremely honest towards his
job, so much so that he made
me question myself. He
would reach the office sharp
at 2 pm, retouch his already
super-organised desk and
begin the thinking work —
often with a glass in his hand.
He was proud of the work he
did, he knew he was good. He
had an impeccable eye for
detail — if it was Vipul
Nautiyal’s page then it had to
be error-free, even if nobody
was going to read it, even if he
hadn’t been paid in months.
Headlines were paid even

more attention, they had to be
perfectly symmetric — a habit
that I picked involuntarily.
This was the Vipul effect. He
once recounted an incident
from his days at The Times of
India, when Dr Mitra had
asked him to return to The
Pioneer. Later, during the
exit interview at TOI, when
Mr Nautiyal was asked “TOI
chhod kar Pioneer kaun jata
hai?” (Who leaves TOI to join
Pioneer) he replied with lit-up
eyes: “Jisko Chandan Mitra
bulaata hai.” He knew how to
efficiently run a desk and
bring the team up to speed
with some flair. 
A senior editor at TOI says,
“Vipul Sir could beat you in
a game of table tennis single-
handedly, with his favourite
drink in his other hand.” Mr
Nautiyal often mentioned
that he received job offers
from almost all leading media
houses, except for The Indian
Express, for which, he said, he
waited for quite some time. In
my five months of working
with him, I never saw him
snap at anybody — unless
somebody caught him on
the phone during work hours.
He was known to be unpre-
dictable at times. But he was
there for his colleagues —

those who worked with him
will agree. His way of getting
his point across was his own.
When I had to negotiate my
salary while joining TOI —
where he had referred me —
he told me to ask for a mas-
sive raise, saying: “Purse bha-
ley hi HR ke paas hai, but tu
journalist hai, boli tu
lagayega” (Even though the
purse is with HR, you are a
journalist, so you will call the
shots). He had more confi-
dence in me than I had in
myself. Those who teamed up
with him absorbed a great
deal of wisdom in all walks of
life. 
That’s how Vipul Nautiyal
was. Besides being an excep-
tional storyteller, he had a
song, a sher or an anecdote for
almost every occasion. He
was a fanboy when it came to
Dev Anand. He often wrote
an editorial piece on Dev
Sahab’s birth anniversary. He
was proud of the fact that he
had seen Guide several times. 
He would often play
Mohammed Rafi songs or
Mehdi Hassan ghazals, lower
the volume, and write the edit
columns. 

(The writer is a former
staffer of The Pioneer; views

are personal)

The demand for a caste census in India has been a recurring topic of debate,
reflecting the country’s complex socio-political fabric. While proponents empha-
sise its importance for targeted development and policy-making, critics raise

concerns about its potential to exacerbate social divisions. The nuanced arguments
surrounding this issue highlight both its necessity and its challenges. The caste cen-
sus refers to the systematic collection of data on the caste composition of the pop-
ulation. India has not conducted such a comprehensive exercise since 1931, even
though caste remains a significant determinant of socio-economic status in the coun-
try. Proponents of the caste census argue that it is essential for ensuring equitable
development, especially for historically marginalised communities. As Lok Janshakti
Party (Ram Vilas) leader Chirag Paswan points out, specific data on caste popula-
tions is critical for designing and allocating funds for community-based development

schemes. Paswan’s endorsement of the caste cen-
sus is pragmatic. However, he also issues a cau-
tionary note: while the government should collect
such data, making it public might deepen societal
divisions by reinforcing caste identities. 
A caste census would provide granular data on the
socio-economic conditions of various communities.
This information is crucial for crafting effective affir-
mative action policies and welfare programmes.
Historical injustices and systemic exclusion of cer-
tain communities require targeted interventions. A
caste census would help identify the actual benefi-
ciaries of reservation policies and assess whether

they are achieving the intended outcomes. The Opposition, including Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi, has emphasised that a caste census is a step toward realising the
promise of social justice. By understanding the precise demographic composition,
governments can ensure proportional representation and resource allocation. But hav-
ing said that, making caste census data public could lead to heightened caste con-
sciousness and further fragment society. India’s socio-political landscape is already
fraught with identity-based divisions, and the misuse of such data could deepen these
fault lines. There is a legitimate fear that caste census findings might be weaponised
for political gain. Instead of addressing inequities, the data could fuel caste-based
mobilisations, electoral strategies and even conflicts. This aspect must be looked
into and safeguarded before taking up this mammoth exercise. Besides, Conducting
a caste census is a massive logistical challenge. The accuracy of data collection
and classification would be critical, as any errors could lead to disputes and under-
mine the credibility of the exercise. The caste census is essential and must be con-
ducted, but it requires careful attention to ensure its accuracy and to address poten-
tial repercussions. 

Clamour for caste census 

has proposed a “Reciprocal Tariff ” pol-
icy, signalling a new direction in glob-
al trade. Criticising the high tariff poli-
cies of countries, including India, he
highlighted them as a source of inequity.
Trump stated that if any country impos-
es tariffs on American products, the US
will respond with equivalent tariffs. He
specifically pointed to developing coun-
tries like India, which levy high tariffs
to protect domestic industries. Using
bicycles as an example, he alleged that
India imposes over 100 per cent duty on
American bicycles, while the US does
not charge such high tariffs on Indian
products.
This policy, claimed to be based on rec-
iprocity and fairness, is likely to promote
protectionism, potentially destabilising
the global trade system. It raises con-
cerns about increasing trade tensions
between India and the US Higher prod-
uct prices could add economic burdens
on consumers and strain bilateral rela-
tions. For India, it is crucial to engage
in dialogue with the US administration
to maintain trade balance. This tariff

conflict will not be limited to econom-
ic impacts; it will also have far-reach-
ing diplomatic and social consequences.

R K Jain | Barwani

TABLA MAESTRO’S LEGACY
Madam — Zakir Hussain’s music was
intertwined with his all-encompassing
love for everyone without an iota of bias
or prejudice. In fact, it reminds one of
a popular Kishore Kumar number,
“Pyaar Baantte Chalo” (Keep spreading
love), from the 1965 Hindi movie
“Hum sab ustaad hain.” 
Apart from his divine renditions on the
tabla, what endeared him most to his
audiences was the halo of love and
humility that surrounded him. In an
interview with the BBC, he once said
that all his shows were sold out well in
advance, not because of him, but
because of the power and attraction of
music. 

Avinash Godboley | Dewas

G7 FACES CRISES 
Madam — The ‘Group of Seven’ or G7
countries are considered to be the group
of the richest countries in the world. But
after the Covid pandemic, their econom-
ic condition also seems to be almost in
shambles. Especially three of those coun-
tries can be named here, in which politi-
cal turmoil has been seen within the last
10 days. Those countries are Germany, the
biggest economic power in Europe. France,
the third biggest economy there, and the
North American country Canada. In
France, four prime ministers have been
sworn in within the last one year.
Emmanuel Macron’s government can fall
at any time. German Chancellor Olaf
Scholz had announced the dismissal of
Finance Minister Christian Lindner, cit-
ing breach of trust and economic policy
differences. Now he himself has lost the
vote of confidence. 
Due to which elections will be held again
there in the coming February. On the other
hand, Canada’s Finance Minister Chrystia
Freeland, has resigned from her post, cit-
ing disagreement with Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau. She has expressed dis-
agreement on how to respond to the tar-
iff threat of incoming President Donald
Trump. Meaning, here too the main rea-
son for instability is ‘economic and finan-
cial’ problems. France has been affected by
Europe’s energy crisis and high interest
rates, which have weakened the country.
In 2024, Europe’s largest economy will be
stuck in recession for the second consec-
utive year. More and more businesses are
under pressure and are suffering from
falling sales, high energy costs and taxes,
and Germany’s overly cumbersome
bureaucracy. Starting from 2022, per
capita production in Canada has declined
in six of the last seven quarters.
Unemployment has also increased by a full
percentage point compared to last year. 

Jang Bahadur Singh | Jamshedpur

TRUMP DEMANDS EQUAL TARIFFS
Madam — Donald Trump, the newly
elected President of the United States,
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A person dressed as Santa Claus rows a boat as seagulls fly past, near Causeway of Tapi River in Surat PTI LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

While the exercise is fraught with challenges, its potential to

uplift marginalised communities cannot be ignored

only the liberation of
Bangladesh but also a signifi-
cant blow to the two-nation
theory that had led to the par-
tition of the Indian subconti-
nent in 1947. The emergence
of Bangladesh was hailed glob-
ally, but it also underscored the
complexities of international
politics. The then-US
President Richard Nixon and
his National Security Advisor
Henry Kissinger, who had
been staunch supporters of
Pakistan due to Cold War
dynamics, were caught off
guard. Nixon’s infamous
remark about South Asia
becoming an “international
basket case” was a harsh reflec-
tion of the scepticism with
which the new nation was
viewed. 
Yet, Bangladesh defied the
odds and began its journey
toward self-reliance and
growth. Over the past five
decades, Bangladesh has trans-
formed remarkably, earning
the moniker “the garment fac-
tory of the world.” 
Despite initial challenges,
including political instability,
natural disasters, and infra-
structural deficits, Bangladesh
has managed to sustain an
impressive growth trajectory.
Today, Bangladesh stands as a
significant player in South
Asia, with a GDP growth rate
that often outpaces its neigh-
bours. The country’s success in
achieving many of the United
Nations Sustainable
Development Goals, particu-
larly in areas such as gender

equality, education and health-
care, is commendable. 
It has become a model for
other developing nations,
showcasing how strategic plan-
ning and a focus on human
development can lead to sus-
tained progress. Victory Day is
not just a celebration of past
triumphs but also a moment to
reflect on the challenges and
opportunities ahead. 
The geopolitical landscape of
South Asia has evolved signif-
icantly since 1971. While the
ties with India remain strong,
underpinned by historical
bonds and mutual interests,
Bangladesh has also embraced
China’s Belt and Road
Initiative, balancing its foreign
policy to maximise economic
benefits. 
Victory Day also underscores
the importance of remember-
ing the sacrifices that led to
Bangladesh’s independence.
The war claimed the lives of
countless freedom fighters and
civilians, whose bravery and
resilience paved the way for a
new nation. The liberation
struggle also left deep scars,
including the atrocities com-
mitted by the Pakistani mili-
tary, which continue to evoke
strong emotions. 
Efforts to bring justice through
war crimes tribunals and to
preserve the memory of the
Liberation War are vital in
honouring this legacy. As
Bangladesh celebrates anoth-
er Victory Day, it does so as a
nation that has defied expec-
tations and charted its path to

progress. The dreams of
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
the Mukti Bahini have been
realised in many ways, with a
vibrant democracy, a thriving
economy, and a resilient pop-
ulation. However, recent polit-
ical instability has cast a shad-
ow over Bangladesh’s progress.
The fall of Sheikh Hasina’s
Awami League, after years of
dominance, has left a power
vacuum, fueling uncertainty
and unrest. Political polarisa-
tion has deepened, and con-
cerns over democratic back-
sliding have surfaced. The sta-
tus of minorities, particularly
Hindus and indigenous
groups, remains precarious,
with reports of rising commu-
nal tensions and targeted vio-
lence. Ensuring minority rights
and fostering inclusivity will be
critical for Bangladesh to
maintain its social fabric and
democratic principles. The
anniversary of Victory Day is
a reminder of the enduring
spirit of a people who fought
for their right to self-determi-
nation and emerged victorious
against overwhelming odds. It
is a celebration of freedom, a
tribute to those who made the
ultimate sacrifice, and a pledge
to build a future worthy of
their dreams. Bangladesh’s
story, from a war-torn new-
born state to a thriving econ-
omy, stands as a beacon of
hope and inspiration, not just
for South Asia but for the
world.

(The writer is an associate
professor; views are personal)

Victory Day: Bangladesh’s

legacy of liberation

Victory Day holds pro-
found significance
for Bangladesh,
marking its libera-
tion and the triumph

over the Pakistan Armed Forces
in the Bangladesh Liberation
War of 1971. Celebrated annual-
ly on December 16, the day sym-
bolises the birth of a sovereign
state and the culmination of a
long struggle for self-determina-
tion, where India played the piv-
otal role of midwife in the creation
of the newest state in South Asia.
The Bangladesh Liberation War
was not merely a conflict confined
to its borders but a defining
moment in the geopolitics of the
region. The roots of this war were
entrenched in the systemic
neglect and exploitation of East
Pakistan by the ruling elite of
West Pakistan. 
Decades of economic disparity,
cultural suppression, and politi-
cal disenfranchisement laid the
foundation for a movement
demanding autonomy, which was
catalyzed by the brutal military
crackdown on March 25, 1971.
Operation Searchlight unleashed
a reign of terror that sought to
silence the aspirations of millions
but instead ignited a people’s
resistance. Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, the towering leader of
the Awami League, became the
symbol of this resistance. His
leadership united the Bengali
population, and his call for inde-
pendence resonated with millions
who yearned for freedom. As the
conflict escalated, millions of
refugees poured into India, cre-
ating a humanitarian crisis of
unparalleled magnitude. 
India’s intervention under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi was both a strate-
gic and moral decision. The
Indian Armed Forces, working in
coordination with the Mukti
Bahini, mounted a joint operation
that decisively defeated the
Pakistani forces within a mere 13
days. The surrender of the
Pakistani military on December
16, 1971, in Dhaka is one of the
most iconic moments in modern
history. The image of General
AAK Niazi signing the
Instrument of Surrender in the
presence of Lieutenant General
Jagjit Singh Aurora remains
etched in the collective memory
of both nations. This marked not

R Ashwin retires from international cricket

BANGLADESH DEFIED
THE ODDS AND

BEGAN ITS JOURNEY
TOWARD SELF-
RELIANCE AND

GROWTH. OVER THE
PAST FIVE DECADES,

BANGLADESH HAS
TRANSFORMED

REMARKABLY,
EARNING THE

MONIKER “THE
GARMENT FACTORY

OF THE WORLD”

Vipul Nautiyal: Chandan
Mitra’s calamity reporter

R
avichandran Ashwin, India’s second-high-
est Test wicket-taker (only behind Anil
Kumble’s 619 wickets), announced his

retirement from international cricket at the age
of 38. He expressed gratitude to his teammates
and the BCCI, highlighting his fulfilling career.
While he feels he still has more to offer, he’ll
focus on club-level cricket. Ashwin concluded
his international career with 537 Test wickets,
156 ODI wickets and 72 T20I wickets. His crick-

et journey, from a fringe player in the 2011 World
Cup to one of India’s greatest match-winners,
has been marked by trials, triumphs, and unwa-
vering dedication. Despite overseas challenges
and controversies, his innovative approach and
analytical mind have solidified his place in crick-
eting history. 
The 38-year-old Ashwin, with 537 Test wickets
and six centuries, will continue playing franchise
cricket, notably for Chennai Super Kings in the
next edition of the IPL in 2025. We should not
forget that Ashwin is the man who played his
cricket all through with cleverness and dignity
and decided to retire cleverly and in a dignified
manner too.  We should not be ungrateful and
miss recognising and saluting him for his
immense contribution to Indian cricket after Anil
Kumble hung up his boots. Love you, champi-
on! Cricket lovers will miss you for sure!
Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee | Faridabad 

SANTHOSH MATHEW

NEERAJ KUMAR

Whether it was crafting flawless editorial pages or recounting tales of his newsroom

days, Vipul Nautiyal’s legacy is one of dedication, warmth and passion for his craft

Victory Day serves as both a celebration of freedom and a reminder of the
challenges ahead in safeguarding its democratic and inclusive aspirations
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THE TECHNOLOGY
WAS SIMPLE—

MANUAL
CAMERAS,

MECHANICAL
PROJECTORS,
AND NATURAL

LIGHT. BUT THIS
EARLY ERA LAID

THE FOUNDATION
FOR THE VISUAL

STORYTELLING
TECHNIQUES

THAT
FILMMAKERS

WOULD
CONTINUE TO

REFINE FOR
DECADES TO

COME

India strengthened its ties with its closest maritime neighbor, Sri Lanka,
this week, countering the growing influence of China in the island nation.
Sri Lanka's President, H.E. Mr. Anura Kumara Dissanayaka, made his

first bilateral visit to New Delhi following the recent presidential and par-
liamentary elections. Earlier this year, President Dissanayaka had also
visited Delhi at a time when Sri Lanka’s political future, including the tim-
ing of its elections, was still uncertain. The new President came to power
riding on the left-leaning party, which is known to have harboured some
Anti-Indian sentiments in the past. However, New Delhi chose to bet on
the relatively young Marxist leader, hoping for a sense of prudence in
future. Disnayaka in the past, has managed to maintain a fine balance
in Sri Lanka’s bilateral relations with India and China, not trying to get
caught in any crossfire. 
Meanwhile, while India’s military tensions with China have de-escalat-
ed in the recent past, it still chooses to be cautious. Special
Representatives from India and China also met this week in Beijing, to
discuss their mutual bilateral relations. It seems that with the Trump admin-
istration back in the Oval Office in January, China wants to de-escalate
military tensions with countries it considers as rivals. China is aware
that Trump is likely to impose tariffs on many of its exports to the US,
and perhaps further tighten the transfer of high-end technology from
America. It is acutely aware that, India would not join an economic dia-
logue unless the overarching military issues are sorted.It is against this
background, that Sri Lankan President’s visit to India assumes signifi-
cance. It may be recalled that China had in the past, sent spy ships

(which it calls maritime research vehicles) to Sri Lankan waters, which
have raised many red flags for the Indian security agencies. 
China also controls critical ports in Sri Lanka, which during any military
conflict could be used for strategic purposes. Sri Lanka's President is
aware of his country’s dependence on China to keep its economy afloat,
while, also not trying to disturb the deep bilateral partnership with India.
It was heartening for policy watchers in India to note that the Sri Lankan
President chose Delhi to be his port of call after getting elected and came
out with some emphatic statements, regarding not allowing, their nation-
al territory to be used for any anti-India activities. The joint statement
released after the President and Indian PM”s meeting read “Recognising
shared security interests of India and Sri Lanka, both leaders acknowl-
edged the importance of regular dialogue based on mutual trust and trans-
parency and giving primacy to each other’s security concerns. India is
Sri Lanka’s closest maritime neighbour, President Disanayaka reiterat-
ed Sri Lanka’s stated position of not permitting its territory to be used
in any manner inimical to the security of India and towards regional sta-
bility.”
Taking cognisance of India’s security concerns the two nations further
reiterated to “Explore the possibility of concluding a framework Agreement
on Defence Cooperation; Foster cooperation in hydrography; Provision
of defence platforms and assets to augment Sri Lanka’s defence capa-
bilities; Intensify collaboration through joint exercises, maritime surveil-
lance, and defence dialogue and exchanges; Extend assistance to strength-
en capabilities of Sri Lanka on disaster mitigation, relief and rehabilita-
tion, including through training, joint exercises and sharing of best prac-
tices; and Enhance capacity building and training for Sri Lankan defence
forces and conduct tailor-made training programmes, wherever
required.” The bedrock of this relationship is India’s generous econom-
ic support to Sri Lanka without putting it through non-transparent, self-
serving infrastructure loans, which has led to the loss of strategic ports
for the island nation. 

(The writer is a policy analyst; views are personal)

FIRSTCOLUMN
SRI LANKA-INDIA:

ON THE SAME PAGE 

Sone ri dharti jathe-ar
chandi ro aasman -
translates to “Where the

earth is made of gold and the
sky is built with silver.” This
cherished folk song beauti-
fully captures the essence of
Rajasthan's Thar Desert.
Today, these words remain as
relevant as ever, reflecting
the state’s unique charm and
its emergence as a hub of
global investment opportu-
nities. Rajasthan, India’s
largest state, is rich in min-
erals, endowed with vast
solar and wind energy
resources, and brimming
with potential for investors
worldwide. 
The Rajasthan Government
has successfully hosted the
'Rising Rajasthan Investment
Summit 2024' in Jaipur this
week. Throughout the event,

memorandums of under-
standing (MOUs) totalling
over Rs 35 lakh crore were
signed, highlighting the
immense investment poten-
tial of the state. Actually, very
few places can match
Rajasthan's allure. 
It boasts nine UNESCO
World Heritage Sites, iconic
palaces and forts, 320 sunny
days a year, powerful winds,
and expansive land.
Combined with excellent law

and order and robust rail
connectivity, these factors
place Rajasthan in a league of
its own as a destination for
investment. Currently, the
state is undergoing an eco-
nomic transformation. The
government aims to propel
Rajasthan’s economy from
$180 billion to $350 billion
by enhancing the Ease of
Doing Business and creating
employment opportunities
for the youth. 
Over the next five years, the
administration seeks to gen-
erate one million jobs across
private and public sectors,
with a focus on attracting
significant investments.
Chief Minister Bhajan Lal
Sharma envisions Rajasthan
as a pivotal player in India's
economic growth. His
administration is fostering a

pro-business environment
across industries, recognising
that Rajasthan's develop-
ment is integral to achieving
the vision of a “Developed
India” by 2047. Rajasthan's
rich natural resources, skilled
workforce, and outstanding
connectivity make it a mag-
net for investments. 
Over 58 per cent of the
Delhi-Mumbai Industrial
Corridor (DMIC) and 39
per cent of the Dedicated
Freight Corridor (DFC) pass
through the state. This infra-
structure connects Rajasthan
to domestic and export mar-
kets, while its proximity to
northern states and western
ports ensures seamless trade
access. With the third-largest
national highway network
and second-largest rail net-
work in India, along with

nine inland container depots,
seven airports, and an air
cargo complex, Rajasthan is
a logistical powerhouse.
Rajasthan’s investment
prospects span diverse sec-
tors: petroleum infrastruc-
ture, food processing, educa-
tion, chemicals, electronic
systems, automotive, elec-
tric vehicles, and renewable

energy. Traditional indus-
tries like tourism, and
emerging fields like star-
tups, also offer immense
potential.
For instance, in agriculture
and agro-processing,
Rajasthan is a top producer
of mustard, millet, guar gum,
fenugreek, isabgol, and med-
icinal crops. The sector con-
tributed 29 per cent to the
state’s Gross State Value
Added (GSVA) in 2022-23. 
The state also ranks second
in livestock population and
milk production and is a
leader in spices, organic
farming, and coarse wool.
With these advantages, the
agriculture sector presents
vast opportunities in agri-
food parks, warehousing,
and cold chain facilities.
Rajasthan's journey from a

cultural and historical trea-
sure to a thriving investment
hub reflects its unparalleled
potential and forward-look-
ing vision. The state’s abun-
dant natural resources, excel-
lent infrastructure, and
strategic location make it an
ideal destination for
investors across various sec-
tors, from renewable energy
and agriculture to manufac-
turing and technology. 
With an ambitious econom-
ic transformation underway,
Rajasthan’s government is
committed to creating a pro-
business environment that
will not only attract global
investments but also create
employment opportunities
for its youth. 
As the state continues to
capitalise on its diverse
strengths, the “Rising

Rajasthan” initiative stands
as a testament to its growing
prominence on the global
stage. 
The government's efforts,
backed by strategic partner-
ships and forward-thinking
policies, position Rajasthan
as a key player in India's eco-
nomic future, driving
growth, prosperity, and
development. 
The initiative seeks to bolster
Rajasthan’s industries, create
jobs, and amplify its eco-
nomic potential, ensuring
the timeless folk song “Sone
ri dharti jathe-ar chandi ro
aasman” resonates on a glob-
al stage.

(The writer is Executive
Member, National Institute
for Locomotor Disabilities,

Kolkata. Views expressed
are personal)

Rajasthan’s Golden Horizon: From cultural marvel to investment powerhouse

Both nations reiterate commitment to defence
collaboration and regional stability

KUMARDEEP BANARJEE

CHAITANYA K PRASAD

Whether through sound, colour, digital effects, or immersive technology,
filmmakers have always sought to expand the boundaries of what is possible

The evolution of cinema

through technology

ema. Shan (1980) followed, introduc-
ing impressive special effects such as
explosions, action choreography,
and stunt sequences, drawing com-
parisons to Western films like James
Bond, with a blend of spectacle and
style that had rarely been seen in
India.The onset of digital technolo-
gy and CGI changed the landscape
of Indian cinema in the 2000s.
Films like Krrish (2006) and Ra. One
(2011) ushered in a new era of super-
hero films and futuristic themes,
using advanced CGI and motion
capture. Robot (2010), featuring a
humanoid robot protagonist, com-
bined impressive VFX with engag-
ing storytelling, marking a turning
point in Indian cinema’s relationship
with technology. As CGI became
increasingly prevalent, Hollywood
and Indian cinema both embraced
digital effects as a core component
of storytelling. 
Hollywood’s Jurassic Park (1993) and
The Matrix (1999) showcased the
immense potential of CGI. Indian
films like Baahubali (2015-2017) set
new standards with their breathtak-
ing visual effects, making Indian cin-
ema a global player in the visual
effects arena. R (2022) followed
suit, pushing the envelope with
dynamic CGI-enhanced action
scenes.Cinema is now becoming
more immersive than ever. James
Cameron's Avatar (2009) brought 3D
to the forefront of mainstream cin-
ema, while Indian cinema explored
immersive experiences with films
like Kaala (2018), which offered a
360-degree VR experience.
Technologies like VR and AI are now
beginning to merge with tradition-
al filmmaking, pushing the bound-
aries of storytelling even
further.Technological advancements
have transformed both the creative
and commercial aspects of cinema,
allowing films to evolve into multi-
faceted brands. Innovations like
high-definition cameras, VFX, and
animation have significantly elevat-

ed the quality of filmmaking,
enabling large-scale productions
such as RRR and Baahubali to cre-
ate immersive experiences that
attract global audiences. 
These technological tools have
expanded the branding potential of
films, positioning them as not just
stories, but as global entertainment
products. Furthermore, the media
and entertainment sector's growth,
particularly in India, reflects this
shift, with theatrical revenues reach-
ing an all-time high of INR 120 bil-
lion in 2023? The business model of
cinema has expanded beyond tradi-
tional box-office revenue, thanks to
digital platforms like OTT services,
which offer new avenues for distri-
bution and monetisation. These
platforms provide filmmakers with
the opportunity to market their
films globally, turning local content
into international brands. Films
now capitalise on multiple revenue
streams, including merchandising,
digital rights, and exclusive stream-
ing deals. Additionally, high-end
multiplexes have begun focusing on
premium cinematic experiences,
creating “experience zones” that
cater to affluent audiences and fur-
ther enhance the brand identity of
films?
Cinema has also become a significant
platform for advertising and brand
collaborations. FMCG, e-commerce,
and tech companies increasingly use
films for product placements and
promotions, contributing to the
industry's revenue. 
Meanwhile, Indian films are reach-
ing wider audiences across 160 coun-
tries, thanks to advancements in con-
tent production and global distribu-
tion. This expanded global reach is
turning Indian cinema into a formi-
dable international brand, with films
frequently topping global streaming
charts, further proving that techno-
logical advancements are integral to
both the branding and business of
cinema? Recently released films like

Kalki 2898 AD and Stree 2 have
pushed the envelope for Indian cin-
ema by leveraging advanced CGI and
innovative storytelling techniques.
Kalki 2898 AD embraced futuristic
narratives, with its visually rich
depiction of a dystopian future made
possible through cutting-edge visu-
al effects, similar to global sci-fi films.
Stree 2 blended horror, comedy, and
CGI to craft a unique, immersive
experience, further proving that
Indian filmmakers are increasingly
adept at balancing narrative depth
with technological prowess, placing
them on the global stage. From the
early days of silent films to today’s
CGI-driven spectacles, cinema has
continuously evolved with technolog-
ical advancements. 
Whether through sound, colour,
digital effects, or immersive technol-
ogy, filmmakers have always sought
to expand the boundaries of what’s
possible. The future of cinema tech-
nology promises exciting advance-
ments. Virtual reality (VR) and aug-
mented reality (AR) are set to pro-
vide even more immersive story-
telling experiences, allowing audi-
ences to interact with cinematic
worlds in unprecedented ways.
Artificial intelligence (AI) is also
emerging in post-production, help-
ing streamline visual effects and
editing processes. Additionally, inno-
vations in 3D and holographic pro-
jections could redefine how we expe-
rience films in theatres and at home.
Advances in sound technology, like
spatial audio, will make the viewing
experience more immersive, ensur-
ing cinema continues to evolve. The
cinematic journey, it seems, is far
from over—technology is pushing
the boundaries further, transforming
both the art of storytelling and the
audience.

(The writer is a former additional
DG, DFF and Festival Director,

IFFI; views are personal.  Inputs  by
Zoya Ahmad and Vaishnavi

Srinivasan) 

Beneath the flickering lights of an
old projector, cinema was born—
a dance of shadows and light,
whispering stories into the dark.
From silent dreams projected on

silver screens to the roaring worlds of
colour and sound, cinema has always been
a magician, conjuring entire universes with
the stroke of a reel. As technology sprinkled
its magic dust over time, the cinematic world
transformed, evolving from simple moving
pictures into immersive journeys that now
wrap us in their digital embrace, where imag-
ination knows no bounds.In the late 19th
century, cinema was a purely visual experi-
ence. Films like Raja Harishchandra (1913),
India's first feature film, relied entirely on
visuals, as sound was not yet a part of cin-
ematic storytelling. Globally, the Lumière
brothers' early works, such as L'Arrivée d'un
train en gare de La Ciotat (1895), left audi-
ences mesmerised. 
The technology was simple—manual cam-
eras, mechanical projectors, and natural light.
But this early era laid the foundation for the
visual storytelling techniques that film-
makers would continue to refine for decades
to come. The advent of sound in cinema was
a game-changer. Alam Ara (1931) became
India's first talkie, marking the beginning of
an era where dialogue and music played a
crucial role in storytelling. Globally, The Jazz
Singer (1927) made similar waves, showcas-
ing the transformative power of synchro-
nized sound. Colour, too, began to seep into
cinema's world. While Kisan Kanya (1937)
was India's first colour film, it wasn’t until
Mughal-e-Azam (1960) and Hum Dono
(1961) that colour became a truly artistic ele-
ment, bringing emotional depth and
grandeur to the screen. 
The partially colourised Mughal-e-Azam in
particular stunned audiences, giving the larg-
er-than-life historical drama a visual vibran-
cy that was previously unimaginable.Ramesh
Sippy’s Sholay (1975) was a groundbreaking
film, being the first Indian movie shot on a
70mm screen. Indian theatres were not ini-
tially equipped to accommodate this scale,
but the format gave Sholay’s action sequences
a larger-than-life feel, adding to its epic nar-
rative. The film also introduced enhanced
stereophonic sound, a novelty in Indian cin-

MOHIT TANTIA

With the success of ‘Rising Rajasthan Investment Summit 2024,' the state is poised for an economic transformation
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Israeli airstrikes hit Yemen’s
capital and port city 
AP n DUBAI

Aseries of intense Israeli
airstrikes shook Yemen’s

rebel-held capital and a port city
early Thursday and killed at
least nine people, officials said,
shortly after a Houthi missile
targeted central Israel.
Thursday’s strikes risk further
escalating conflict with the
Iranian-backed Houthis, whose
attacks on the Red Sea corridor
have drastically impacted glob-
al shipping. The rebels have so
far avoided the same level of
intense military strikes that
have targeted Palestinian mili-
tant group Hamas and
Lebanon’s Hezbollah, fellow
members of Tehran’s self-
described “Axis of Resistance.”
Israel’s military said that it con-
ducted two waves of strikes in
a preplanned operation that
began early Thursday and
involved 14 fighter jets. The mil-
itary said the first wave of
strikes targeted Houthi infra-

structure at the ports of
Hodeida, Salif and the Ras Isa
oil terminal on the Red Sea.
Then, in a second wave of
strikes, the military said its
fighter jets targeted Houthi
energy infrastructure in Sanaa.
The Houthi-controlled satellite
channel al-Masirah said that
some of the strikes targeted
power stations in the capital,
posting videos of flames engulf-
ing one structure, as civil
defense workers doused it in
water, trying to extinguish the
fire. The channel, citing its cor-
respondent in the port city of
Hodeida, said that at least seven
people had been killed at Salif,
while another two had been
killed at the Ras Isa oil terminal.
Others suffered wounds at the
Hodeida port as well, it said.
An Israeli military statement
offered no damage assessment.
Rear Adm Daniel Hagari, an
Israeli military spokesman, said
the strikes hit energy and port
infrastructure, which he alleged

the rebels “have been using in
ways that effectively contributed
to their military action.”
“I suggest the leaders of the
Houthis to see, to understand
and remember: Whoever rais-
es a hand against the state of
Israel, his hand will be cut off,
whoever harms us — will be
harmed sevenfold,” Israeli
Defense Minister Israel Katz
said. Rebel-held Hodeida, about
145 kilometres southwest of
Sanaa, has been key for food
shipments into Yemen as its
decade-long war has gone on.
There’s also longstanding suspi-
cion that weapons from Iran
have been transferred through
the port. The strikes happened
just after Israel’s military said
that its air force intercepted a
missile launched from Yemen
before it entered the country’s
territory. The waves of strikes on
Yemen early Thursday weren’t
a direct response to the missile
hit, said a military official, but
rather a preplanned response to

months of Houthi aggression.
Israel’s fighter jets were already
in the air when the missile was
launched.
“Rocket and missile sirens were
sounded following the possibil-
ity of falling debris from the
interception,” the Israeli military
said. Sirens sounded near Tel
Aviv and the surrounding areas,
and a large explosion was heard
overhead at the time.
In Ramat Gan, a suburb of Tel
Aviv, a large piece of shrapnel
from the missile collapsed a
school building there, without
causing any injuries. The mili-
tary official said that the
Houthis have fired more than
200 missiles and UAVs, or
unmanned aerial vehicles, at
Israel since October 7, 2023.
Brig Gen Yahya Saree, a Houthi
military spokesman, claimed
the attack hours later in a pre-
recorded video statement, say-
ing the rebels fired two of its
“Palestine” ballistic missiles at
Israel.

Gisele Pelicot speaks after ex-husband found
guilty of rapes, sentenced to 20 yrs in France
AP n AVIGNON

Gisele Pelicot said after 51
men were all found guilty

Thursday in the drugging-
and-rape trial that turned her
into a feminist hero that the
ordeal had been “very difficult”
and expressed support for
other victims of sexual vio-
lence. “We share the same
fight,” Gisele Pelicot, 72, said in
her first words after the court
in the southern French city of
Avignon handed down prison
sentences ranging from three
to 20 years in the shocking case
that stunned France and
spurred a national reckoning
about the blight of rape culture.
Gisele Pelicot — whose
courage and stoicism have
turned her into an internation-
ally recognised figure and an
icon for many women — said
she was thinking of her grand-
children after enduring more
than three months of court
hearings that dealt with the
nearly decade of rapes and

other abuse inflicted on her by
her now ex-husband and his
accomplices.
“It’s also for them that I led this
fight,” she said of her grand-
children.
The court sentenced her ex-
husband, Dominique Pelicot,
to 20 years in prison for drug-
ging and raping her and allow-
ing other men to rape her
while she was unconscious.
The sentence was the maxi-

mum possible under French
law. He was declared guilty of
all charges against him. At age
72, it could mean that he
spends the rest of his life in
prison. He won’t be eligible to
ask for early release until at
least two-thirds of the sentence
has been served.
Roger Arata, the lead judge of
the court in the southern
French city Avignon, told
Pelicot to stand for the sentenc-
ing. After it was delivered, he
sat back down and cried.
Arata read out verdicts one
after the other against Pelicot

and the 50 other men tried in
the case.
“You are therefore declared

guilty of aggravated rape on the
person of Gisele Pelicot,” the
judge said as he worked his
way through names on the
long list of defendants.
Gisele Pelicot was seated on
one side of the courtroom, fac-
ing the defendants and some-
times nodding her head as ver-
dicts were announced.
Delivering the guilty verdicts
and sentences took Arata just
over an hour. Dominique
Pelicot’s lawyer, Beatrice
Zavarro, said that she would
weigh a possible appeal, but
also expressed hope that Gisele
Pelicot would find solace in the
court’s rulings. “I wanted Mrs
Pelicot to be able to emerge
from these hearings in peace,
and I think that the verdicts
will contribute to this relief for
Mrs Pelicot,” she said. Of the 50
accused of rape, just one was
acquitted but was found guilty
of aggravated sexual assault.

Another man was also found
guilty on the sexual assault
charge that he was tried for —
meaning all 51 of the defen-
dants were found guilty in
one way or another.
In a side room where defen-
dants’ family members
watched the proceedings on
television screens, some burst
into tears and gasped as the
sentences were revealed.
Protesters gathered outside the
courthouse followed the pro-
ceedings on their phones.
Some read out the verdicts and
applauded as they were
announced inside. 
Some were carrying oranges as
symbolic gifts for the defen-
dants heading to prison.
Prosecutors had asked that
Dominique Pelicot get the max-
imum penalty of 20 years and
for sentences of 10 to 18 years
for the others tried for rape. But
the court was more lenient
than prosecutors had hoped,
with many sentenced to less
than a decade in prison.

‘Israel’s restriction of water supply in
Gaza amounts to acts of genocide’ 
AP n NEW YORK

Human Rights Watch on
Thursday accused Israel of

causing the deaths of thou-
sands of Palestinians by sys-
tematically restricting and tar-
geting Gaza’s water supply in a
campaign that amounted to
“acts of genocide”.
The rights group was the lat-

est among a growing number
of critics to accuse Israel of
genocidal acts in its war in
Gaza. Israel vehemently denies
the allegations, saying its war
is directed at Hamas militants,
not Gaza’s civilians.
In Thursday’s report, HRW
alleged that countless infants,
children and adults have died
from malnutrition, dehydra-
tion and illness as a result of
actions by Israeli authorities
over more than a year of war
to deliberately cut the flow of
water and electricity to Gaza,
destroy infrastructure and pre-
vent the distribution of critical
supplies.
“As a state policy, these acts
constitute a widespread or sys-

tematic attack directed against
a civilian population. Israeli
officials are therefore com-
mitting the crime against
humanity of extermination,”
the New York-based group
said.
The rights group said that the
“pattern of conduct” outlined
in its report and statements
from Israeli officials “may indi-
cate” genocidal intent, but it
did not come down definitive-
ly on one side. Under interna-
tional law, proving intent is key
in concluding whether the
crime of genocide has been
committed. Israel, founded as
a refuge for Jews in the wake
of the Nazi Holocaust, strenu-
ously denies such allegations.
It says Hamas is responsible for
the destruction in Gaza
because the group hides and
operates in schools, hospitals
and residential areas. It says the
October 2023 Hamas attack
that triggered the war — the
deadliest attack on Jews since
the Holocaust — amounts to
genocide.“Human Rights
Watch is once more spreading

its blood libels in order to pro-
mote its anti-Israel propagan-
da,” Israel’s Foreign Ministry
said. It claimed Israel has
worked to facilitate the flow of
water and humanitarian aid
into Gaza throughout the war.
“Israel will continue to ensure
humanitarian aid enters Gaza,
in full compliance with inter-
national law,” the statement
said.
The new report by Human
Rights Watch outlined what
the organisation described as
an extended, methodical cam-
paign by Israeli officials to
deprive Palestinians in Gaza of
water.
That has drastically reduced
the water supply in Gaza, from
about 83 litres per person each
day before the war began to
between two and nine litres in
the months since, the human
rights group says. The World
Health Organisation says peo-
ple require 50 to 100 litres per
day to meet basic needs and
keep sickness in check.
Human Rights Watch said
Israeli forces deliberately razed

the solar panels that powered
four of Gaza’s six wastewater
treatment plants and destroyed
a key reservoir. The group
alleged Israel also cut off elec-
tricity required to run desali-
nation plants and other infra-
structure and restricted fuel for
backup generators.
When the International Court
of Justice issued orders in
January that Israel provide
Palestinians with basic ser-
vices and assistance, officials
ignored them, the group
alleged.
Human Rights Watch said its
findings were based on inter-
views with more than 60
Palestinians, accounts from
utility employees, doctors and
other healthcare workers and
aid workers, and analysis of
satellite images, photos and
video.
“Doctors and nurses told
Human Rights Watch that they
had seen numerous infants,
children, and adults die from
a combination of malnutrition,
dehydration, and disease,” the
group said.

Wisconsin school
shooter had two
guns, got texts
from  attack plot
suspect
Madison (AP): The shooter
who killed a student and
teacher at a religious school in
Wisconsin brought two guns to
the school and was in contact
with a man in California who
authorities say was planning to
attack a government building,
according to authorities and
court documents that became
public Wednesday.
Police were still investigating

why the 15-year-old student at
Abundant Life Christian
School in Madison shot and
killed a fellow student and
teacher on Monday before
shooting herself, Madison
Police Chief Shon Barnes said.
Two other students who were
shot remained in critical con-
dition on Wednesday.
“We may never know what she
was thinking that day, but we’ll
do our best to try to add or give
as much information to our
public as possible,” Barnes said.
A California judge, meanwhile,
issued a restraining order
Tuesday under California’s gun
red flag law against a 20-year-
old Carlsbad man. The order
requires the man to turn his
guns and ammunition into
police within 48 hours unless
an officer asks for them soon-
er because he poses an imme-
diate danger to himself and
others.
According to the order, the
man told FBI agents that he had
been messaging Natalie
Rupnow, the Wisconsin shoot-
er, about attacking a govern-
ment building with a gun and
explosives. The order doesn’t
say what building he had tar-
geted or when he planned to
launch his attack. It also does-
n’t detail his interactions with
Rupnow except to state that the
man was plotting a mass shoot-
ing with her.
The student who was killed in
Monday’s school shooting was
identified in an obituary
released Wednesday as Rubi
Patricia Vergara, 14, of
Madison. She was a freshman
at the school and “an avid
reader, loved art, singing and
playing keyboard in the fami-
ly worship band,” according to
the obituary. 

Macron in Mayotte to survey
Cyclone Chido damage
Mamoudzou (AP): France’s
President Emmanuel Macron
arrived Thursday to the Indian
Ocean archipelago of Mayotte
to survey the devastation that
Cyclone Chido wrought across
the French territory as thou-
sands of people tried cope
without the bare essentials
such as water or electricity.
“Mayotte is demolished,” an
airport security agent told
Macron as soon as he stepped
of the plane.
The security agent, Assane
Haloi, said small children are
without water or electricity
and have nowhere to go
because “everything is demol-
ished.” “There’s no roof, there’s
nothing. No water, no food, no
electricity. We can’t even shel-
ter, we are all wet with our
children covering ourselves
with whatever we have so that
we can sleep,” she said, asking
for emergency aid. Macron
went on an helicopter for an
aerial appraisal of the damage.
He then headed to the hospi-
tal in Mamoudzou, Mayotte’s

capital, to meet with medical
staff and patients. He will
then visit a destroyed neigh-
bourhood.
French authorities said at least
31 people have died and more
than 1,500 people were
injured, more than 200 criti-

cally.
But it’s feared hundreds or
even thousands of people have
died after the strongest cyclone
in nearly a century ripped
through the French territory of
Mayotte off the coast of Africa
on Saturday.

AP nWASHINGTON

President-elect Donald
Trump abruptly rejected a

bipartisan plan on Wednesday
to prevent a Christmastime
government shutdown, instead
telling House Speaker Mike
Johnson and Republicans to
essentially renegotiate — days
before a deadline when feder-
al funding runs out.
Trump’s sudden entrance into
the debate and new demands
sent Congress spiralling as law-
makers are trying to wrap up
work and head home for the
holidays. It leaves Johnson
scrambling to engineer a new
plan before Friday’s deadline to
keep government open.
“Republicans must GET
SMART and TOUGH,” Trump
and Vice President-elect JD
Vance said in a statement.
The president-elect made an
almost unrealistic proposal
that combined some continu-
ation of government funds
along with a much more con-
troversial provision to raise

the nation’s debt limit — some-
thing his own party routinely
rejects. “Anything else is a
betrayal of our country,” they
wrote.
Democrats decried the GOP
revolt over the stopgap mea-
sure, which would have also
provided some USD 100.4 bil-
lion in disaster aid to states
hammered by Hurricanes
Helene and Milton and other
natural disasters.
“House Republicans have been
ordered to shut down the gov-
ernment and hurt everyday
Americans all across this coun-
try,” said House Democratic
Leader Hakeem Jeffries.
Jeffries said “an agreement is an
agreement”, and by backing
out of it, “the House
Republicans “will now own
any harm that is visited upon
the American people”.
Already, the massive 1,500-
page bill was on the verge of
collapse, as hard right conser-
vatives rejected the increased
spending, egged on by Trump’s
billionaire ally Elon Musk who

rejected the plan almost as
soon as it was released late on
Tuesday night.
Rank-and-file lawmakers com-
plained about the extras, which
included their first pay-raises in
more than a decade — a shock
after one of the most unpro-
ductive chaotic sessions in
modern times.
Even the addition of much-
needed disaster aid, some USD

100.4 billion in the aftermath
of hurricanes and other natur-
al calamities that ravaged states
this year, plus USD 10 billion
in economic assistance for
farmers failed to win over the
budget-slashing GOP. A num-
ber of Republicans had been
waiting for Trump to signal
whether they should vote yes or
no.
“This should not pass,” Musk
posted on his social media site
X in the wee hours of
Wednesday. 
One lawmaker said office
phone lines were flooded with
calls from constituents.
“My phone was ringing off the
hook,” said Rep. Andy Barr, R-
Ky. “The people who elected us
are listening to Elon Musk.”
The outcome comes as no sur-
prise for Johnson, who like
other Republican House speak-
ers before him, has been unable
to convince his majority to go
along with the routine needs of
federal government operations,
which they would prefer to
slash.

It all shows just how hard it will
be for Republicans next year, as
they seize control of the House,
Senate and White House, to
unify and lead the nation. And
it underscores how much
Johnson and the GOP leaders
must depend on Trump’s bless-
ing to see any legislative pack-
age over the finish line.
Musk, who is heading Trump’s
new Department of
Government Efficiency,
warned that “Any member of
the House or Senate who votes
for this outrageous spending
bill deserves to be voted out in
2 years!”
It is not an idle threat coming
from Musk, the world’s richest
man, who helped bankroll
Trump’s victory and can easily
use his America PAC to make
or break political careers.
Democratic Rep. Jamie Raskin
of Maryland said this is the
problem with “an oligarchy, a
handful of wealthy people run
everything and everyone is
supposed to live in fear of
them”.

Senators from both parties
were watching from across the
Capitol with dismay.
“Is this going to be the norm?
Is this going to be how we oper-
ate?” said Sen. Josh Hawley, R-
Mo., putting the blame on
Johnson.
Democrats, who negotiated
the final product with Johnson
and Senate GOP leadership,
will be expected to provide
enough support to help ensure
passage, as is often the case on
big, bipartisan bills.
“Republicans need to stop play-
ing politics,” said White House
Press Secretary Karine Jean-
Pierre.
However, Trump’s new
demands on the debt limit
pose a daunting test for
Johnson, who has worked hard
to stay close to the president-
elect — even texting with Musk
and DOGE co-chair Vivek
Ramaswamy — only to have
him turn against his hard-
fought plan.
Trump posted later that he was
insisting on the debt ceiling: “I

will fight till the end.”
The nation’s debt limit expires
in 2025 and Trump appears to
want the issue off the table
before he returns to the White
House, a reasonable idea but
one that typically is tough to
negotiate.
The last House speaker, Kevin
McCarthy, worked for months
with President Joe Biden to
raise the debt limit. Even
though they struck a bipartisan
deal that cut spending in
exchange for additional bor-
rowing capacity, House
Republicans said it did not go
far enough, and it ended up
costing McCarthy his job.
Now, Trump is looking for
Johnson to pass a debt ceiling
extension some 48 hours before
a partial government shut-
down.
Meanwhile, the bipartisan
package that Trump rejected
extended existing government
programmes and services at
their current operating levels
for a few more months,
through March 14, 2025. 

Indian, US officials meet to chart
next steps in space collaboration
PTI nWASHINGTON

Officials from India and the
United States have chart-

ed next steps in space collabo-
ration, including human space-
flight, joint space exploration
and a commitment to facilitat-
ing commercial partnerships
between space companies to
advance the shared interests in
the growing space economy,
the White House said on
Wednesday.
A meeting in this regard was
held in Houston on December
17. The participants in the
meeting were US Principal
Deputy National Security
Advisor Jon Finer, Deputy
Secretary of State Kurt
Campbell and Indian
Ambassador to the United
States Vinay Kwatra.
“Following President (Joe)

Biden and Prime Minister
(Narendra) Modi’s June 2023
commitment to work together
to ‘reach new frontiers across
all sectors of space cooperation’
and India’s signing of the
Artemis Accords, our two
nations reached an inflection
point on collaboration across
civil, security and commercial
space sectors,” the White House
said in a fact-sheet.
“This includes human space-
flight, joint space exploration
and a commitment to facilitat-
ing commercial partnerships
between US and Indian space
companies to advance our
shared interests in the growing
space economy,” it said.
As part of their visit to
Houston, Finer and Campbell
met with representatives from
the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (NASA),

Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) and space
industry leaders to identify
new opportunities to further
strengthen the two countries’
burgeoning space partnership.
They also reflected on the
accomplishments of the past
few months and charted next
steps to take the India-US
partnership to the next level,
including selecting two ISRO
astronauts to train at the
NASA’s Johnson Space Centre
for the first-ever joint effort
between American and Indian
astronauts at the International
Space Station, with Axiom
Space serving as the provider of
the mission. The launch of the
Axiom-4 mission as soon as
spring 2025 will mark a signif-
icant milestone in the US-
India space partnership and
space exploration.

UK PM hosts Indian business chiefs to boost investments
PTI n LONDON

Prime Minister Keir Starmer
hosted a delegation of 13

Indian companies at 10
Downing Street in London on
what the British government
described as a “curated visit” to
enhance the bilateral partner-
ship and boost investment
flows.
The visit on Wednesday follows
Starmer’s meeting with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on the
sidelines of the G20 Summit
last month, when the leaders
committed to take forward an
“ambitious” UK-India
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership with collaboration
opportunities on economic
growth, security and defence,
technology, climate, health,
and education.
According to a readout from
the British High Commission
in New Delhi, the Indian
investors and CEOs also met

senior Cabinet ministers to
discuss job creation and growth
opportunities under a pro-
posed India-UK trade deal
after Starmer had confirmed
the relaunch of Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) negotiations
early in the new year.
“India is a vital partner for the
UK and we have huge ambition
to unlock more opportunities
together, building on our
already strong relationship,”
said Starmer, with reference to
the business meeting. “I’m
delighted to welcome some of
India’s most senior business
leaders to Downing Street and
to outline the UK’s ambitious
focus on economic growth and
innovation,” he said.
The delegation, supported by
the Confederation of Indian
Industry (CII), discussed deep-
ening ties with Chancellor of
the Exchequer Rachel Reeves
and Foreign Secretary David
Lammy. Meanwhile, Business

and Trade Secretary Jonathan
Reynolds and minister for trade
policy Douglas Alexander dis-
cussed bilateral trade, worth
GBP 42 billion a year and sup-
porting over 600,000 jobs
across both economies as per
UK government statistics.
“As one of the most globally
connected economies in the
G20, the UK provides
unmatched opportunities for
Indian businesses to thrive.
India already accounts for the
second highest number of FDI
projects into the UK, and this
government is committed to
deepening our trade and
investment links with India
even further,” said Reynolds.
“Boosting investment is a mis-
sion at the heart of this govern-
ment. It was great to hear first-
hand from Indian business
leaders on why so many of
them have given us a vote of
confidence and chosen to
invest here,” he said.

Britain's Prime Minister Keir Starmer, left, shakes hands with the Sultan of Brunei
Haji Hassanal Bolkiah ahead of a meeting at 10 Downing Street, London, Thursday.

AP/PTI

A boy stands amidst debris in the Kaweni slum on the outskirts of Mamoudzou in
the French Indian Ocean island of Mayotte, Thursday, after Cyclone Chido. AP/PTI

Trump's demands derail govt funding plan ahead of shutdown



world 09CHANDIGARH | FRIDAY | DECEMBER 20, 2024

Putin boasts of gains in Ukraine at annual news conference 
AP n MOSCOW

President Vladimir Putin
boasted that his military

operation in Ukraine has
strengthened Russia and
denied that the downfall of a
key ally in Syria had dented
Moscow’s prestige, as he
sought to project strength
and ease at his annual news
conference and call-in show
Thursday. As is typical, the
Russian leader used the tight-
ly choreographed event,
which usually lasts hours, to
reinforce his authority and
demonstrate a sweeping com-
mand of everything from
consumer prices to military
hardware.
He claimed that nearly three
years of fighting in Ukraine
has hardened the Russian
economy and the country’s
military and hailed his troops’
gains there.
“Russia has become much
stronger over the past two or
three years because it has
become a truly sovereign
country,” he said. “We are
standing firm in terms of
economy, we are strengthen-
ing our defence potential and
our military capability now is
the strongest in the world.”
Putin, who has held power for
nearly a quarter-century, said
the military was “advancing
toward achieving our goals” in
what he calls the special mil-
itary operation in Ukraine.
In response to a question
about a new hypersonic inter-
mediate-range ballistic missile
that Russia used for the first

time last month to strike
Ukraine, Putin scoffed at
claims by some Western
experts that it could be inter-
cepted by NATO’s air
defences.
He mockingly challenged
Ukraine’s Western allies to a
“high-tech duel,” suggesting
that Moscow could give
advance notice of a strike on
Kyiv with the Oreshnik mis-
sile — and see if the West
could protect the city. “Let
them select a target, possibly
in Kyiv, put their air defense
assets there and we shall strike
it with Oreshnik,” he said
with a dry smile. “Let’s see
what happens.”
Russian troops are making
steady, if slow, advances in
Ukraine — but the Kremlin
has also suffered some embar-
rassing setbacks. Just this
week, a senior Russian gener-

al was killed by a bomb out-
side his apartment building in
Moscow. The brazen killing of
Lt Gen Igor Kirillov, claimed
by Ukraine, brought the con-
flict once again to the streets
of the Russian capital.
Moscow’s troops are also bat-
tling Ukrainian forces in the
Russian region of Kursk,
where they have launched an
incursion. Asked when they
would drive the Ukrainians
out, Putin responded that
“we will certainly kick them
out” but wouldn’t say how
long it will take.
In past years, the show, which
is broadcast live by state-con-
trolled TV stations across
Russia’s 11 time zones, has
been heavily dominated by
domestic issues, with journal-
ists and ordinary people call-
ing in to ask about road
repairs, utility prices and gov-

Men hold a replica of the banner of the 155th Marine Brigade of the Pacific Fleet,
participating in a special military operation in Ukraine during Russian President
Vladimir Putin's annual news conference and call-in show at Gostinny Dvor in
Moscow, Russia, Thursday. AP/PTI

ernment subsidies. But the
Russian leader is particulalry
watched for his answers on for-
eign affairs. In a flourish typi-
cal of the marathon news con-
ferences, he asked people in the
audience to unfurl a banner
presented to him by marines
fighting in Kursk as he
answered questions about
Ukraine.
Putin said that he was open to
possible talks with US
President-elect Donald Trump,
who has pledged to negotiate a
deal to end the hostilities in
Ukraine. “If we meet with Mr
Trump, we will have things to
discuss,” he said, without offer-

ing specifics.
Putin has previously demand-
ed that Ukraine renounce its
bid to join NATO and recog-
nize Russia’s gains. Ukraine
and the West have rejected
those demands.
In his first comments on
Assad’s demise, Putin said that
he hadn’t yet met the former
Syrian ruler, whom he has
given asylum in Moscow. He
said that he plans to and will
ask him about Austin Tice, an
American journalist who went
missing in Syria 12 years ago.
“We also can pose the question
to people who control the sit-
uation on the ground in Syria,”

Putin said, in response to a
question from NBC’s Keir
Simmons, who cited a letter he
said Tice’s mother wrote to the
Russian leader seeking assis-
tance. Moscow has quickly
sought to establish contacts
with the rebels who ousted
Assad to secure its diplomatic
and military personnel in the
country and try to extend the
lease on its air and naval bases
in the country. But it’s unclear
how much influence Russia
will have in Syria going for-
ward. Assad’s demise has dealt
it a painful blow since Russia
has fought for nine years to
prop up the Syrian leader in the

country’s civil war. Still, Putin
denied that the events had
weakened Moscow, arguing
that it has achieved the goal of
destroying “terrorist” groups in
the country set when it
launched an air campaign in
support of Assad in 2015. He
claimed that rebel groups that
were fighting against Assad
have changed and the West is
now ready to establish ties
with them. “That means that
our goals have been achieved,”
Putin said. Putin added that
Russia may keep its military
outposts, saying that Moscow
has offered the new rulers use
of the air and naval bases for

humanitarian aid deliveries.
Putin began the session by
saying that Russia’s economy is
on track to grow by nearly 4%
this year. He acknowledged
that consumer prices are high,
with inflation at 9.3%, but
insisted that the economic sit-
uation remains “stable.”The
annual show is as much spec-
tacle as news conference.
Journalists in the hall near the
Kremlin wave colourful signs
and placards as they try desper-
ately to attract Putin’s atten-
tion.Russian state media report-
ed that ordinary citizens sub-
mitted more than 2 million
questions ahead of the show. 

EU leaders insist no decisions can be 
taken about Ukraine without Ukraine
Brussels (AP): European Union leaders
insisted on Thursday that no decisions can be
taken about the future of war-ravaged Ukraine
without its consent or behind the backs of its
partners in Europe, barely a month before US
President-elect Donald Trump takes office. 
Ukraine’s position is precarious more than
1,000 days into the war. Russia continues to
make gains on the battlefield, pushing the
front line gradually westward despite suffer-
ing heavy casualties. Ukraine’s energy network
is in tatters and military recruits are hard to
find. 
In a show of solidarity at a summit in
Brussels with Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy, many EU leaders repeated a vari-
ation of what has become a common mantra
— nothing about Ukraine without Ukraine,
nothing about security in Europe without
Europeans. 
Trump returns to the White House on Jan. 20
having promised to end the war in Ukraine
quickly and talked up his relationship with
Russian President Vladimir Putin. Many
Europeans are concerned that it might result
in a poor deal for Ukraine.
The other big worry is that Putin will just use
any interregnum to rearm and cause more
strife. Rumors are swirling in Europe about
possible peace talks in early 2025, and
whether European peacekeepers might be
needed to enforce any settlement, but the lead-
ers are trying to keep a lid on speculation
about what they are prepared to do, so as not
to tip their hand to Russia.
The priority now, they say, must be to
strengthen Ukraine’s hand, should Zelenskyy
decide it’s time to negotiate.
German Chancellor Olaf Scholz said that it’s

important to “ensure long-term aid to Ukraine
– it must be clear that we are prepared to
enable support as long as it is needed”. Air
defence, artillery and ammunition are high on
the list, he told reporters. Asked about
Trump, Scholz said that his impression from
talking to the president-elect “is that good
cooperation between Europe and the US is
possible.” He said that “the principle is
always: no decisions over Ukrainians’ heads,
and that of course means over those of the
European states.”
Luxembourg Prime Minister Luc Frieden had
a similar message.
“We need to stand with Ukraine, and every

step... needs to be taken with Ukraine and in
the presence of the European Union. The
future of Ukraine is decided in Europe and not
elsewhere,” he said.
Dutch Prime Minister Dick Schoof underlined
that Ukraine must be the country that “deter-
mines under what conditions talks can pos-
sibly take place. And it is not for us to talk
about that. At the moment, Ukraine has not
yet indicated that they are prepared to do so”.
It’s difficult to predict what Trump might do,
and whether history might be a reliable guide.
Under his previous presidency, in 2020, the
United States inked a deal on a military with-
drawal from Afghanistan directly with the
strongest player — the Taliban insurgents —
mostly playing down the concerns of the
Afghan government and president.
The chaotic exit in 2021, finally ordered by
US President Joe Biden, humiliated
Washington and its allies in NATO as the
Afghan security forces they had trained for
years and invested billions in collapsed and
the Taliban swept to power.

Five Pakistanis
killed, 35
missing in
Greece boat
sinking
Islamabad (PTI): Five
Pakistani nationals have been
killed and 35 others presumed
dead after a boat carrying
migrants sank off of Greece’s
Gavdos island over the week-
end, according to a media
report on Thursday.
While at least seven people
died and over 150 were res-
cued from the sinking over-
crowded vessel carrying over
200 migrants, dozens remain
missing. The Greek authorities
on Wednesday called off the
rescue operation to find the
survivors, including 35 miss-
ing Pakistanis, the Dawn
newspaper reported. Pakistani
authorities on Tuesday con-
firmed the death of five peo-
ple belonging to the Punjab
province. The 35 other miss-
ing citizens were presumed
dead on Wednesday,  the
report said.
Of the five dead, two belonged
to Pasrur, a tehsil of Sialkot;
while one each hailed from the
Gujrat, Narowal, and Mandi
Bahauddin districts.
Meanwhile, the Federal
Investigation Agency (FIA)
has registered cases against
suspects allegedly involved in
transporting the victims from
Punjab to Libya from where
they were sent off on boats to
Greece. 
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Latest venture of Highland Lifespaces is HIC 

in Lalru; Future industrial hub 

Lalru: Highland Lifespaces is coming up with tri city's first 

integrated project - Highland Industrial City (HIC) –a 

GMADA & Rera approved development that will combine 

industrial, commercial and residential spaces in a single, state-

of-the-art hub. Strategically located along Chandigarh-Delhi 

National Highway (NH-44), the 100 plus acre HIC, is all set 

to redefine industrial and business infrastructure in the region. 

The idea is to provide an ideal environment to Small & 

Medium Enterprises (SME’s) & micro, small, and medium 

enterprises (MSME’s) to set up units and create products with 

the ‘Made in India’ label.  

Padma Bhushan Prof. (Dr.) Shiv Kumar Sarin 

delivers lecture under NHPC lecture series 

‘Prerna’ 

Padma Bhushan Prof. (Dr.) Shiv Kumar Sarin, a renowned medical 

practitioner, Chancellor & Director, ILBS and President, National 

Academy of Medical Sciences and author of famous book ‘Own 

Your Body’ delivered a very informative and Knowledge-

enhancing lecture under the NHPC lecture series ‘Prerna’ on 19th 

December 2024 at NHPC Corporate Office, Faridabad. Shri R.P. 

Goyal, Director (Finance), Shri Uttam Lal, Director (Personnel), 

Shri Sanjay Kumar Singh, Director (Projects & Technical) and 

Shri Santosh Kumar, CVO, NHPC were present on the occasion 

alongwith a large number of NHPC employees and their family 

members. Smt. Bhanu Bharati, Chairperson, NHPC Ladies Club 

and Smt. Gayatri Goyal and other members of the NHPC ladies 

club and teachers & students of Senior Secondary School, Sarai 

Khwaja, Faridabad were also present on the occasion.  

Lions Club Chandigarh (Host) today organised 

a Free Eye Check up for the deaf & mute 

children. 

Chandigarh: Lions Club Chandigarh (Host) today organised a 

Free Eye Check up for the deaf & mute children at Lions Club, 

Sec 18. The check up was done by team of Dr. Renu Thakur, 

Professor, CRIO, Chitkara University. Club also donated shoes 

to the children and served them lunch. A painting competition 

was also organised for the children. On the occasion, MJF Lion 

Anand Sawhney(PDG), Lion VK Gupta, Vice President, Lion 

Jagdish Kumar, Secretary, Anuradha Bhalla, & other members 

of club were present.  

BBMB honoured on National Energy 

Conservation Day-2024 

Chandigarh: On the occasion of National Energy Conservation 

Day 2024, a grand function was held at Vigyan Bhawan, New 

Delhi, on 14th December 2024, organized by the Bureau of 

Energy Efficiency (BEE), Ministry of Power, Government of 

India. The event was honoured by the presence of the Hon’ble 

Vice President of India, Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar, and the Hon’ble 

Union Minister of State for Power and New & Renewable 

Energy, Shri Shripad Yesso Naik. 

 

Motorola Launches moto g35 5G 

Ludhiana: Motorola has announced the launch of the moto g35 

5G, launched with 12 5G bands which supports VoNR 

connectivity, 4x4 MIMO, and 4 Carrier aggregation. It boasts 

of FHD+ 6.7" Display with Vision Booster Technology and a 

60Hz-120Hz variable refresh rate, paired with 1000nits 

brightness and  is also protected by Corning Gorilla Glass 3. It 

features  50MP Quad Pixel camera system with 4K video 

recording, along with an 8MP ultrawide and 16MP Selfie 

camera. 

 

Vi D scales up users’ network experience in 

Punjab 

Chandigarh: Telecom operator Vodafone Idea (Vi) on Thursday 

said it has been lauded for its exceptional 4G network experience 

in Punjab, as highlighted in Opensignal’s 4G Network 

Experience Report November 2024, where it examines the 4G 

experience of smartphone 4G users. Its network experience in 

Punjab across parameters like 4G upload speed, 4G download 

speed, 4G video experience, 4G live video experience, 4G games 

experience and 4G voice App experience, highlights its 

commitment to delivering superior and best-in-class digital 

experiences and connectivity, a statement said.  

 

Ambuja Cements helps a Contractor achieve his 

dream 

Mohal: Ambuja Cements supports Zirakpur based Baljinder 

Singh become a contractor with residential, commercial, and 

industrial projects in the Chandigarh Tricity area, a statement 

issued on Wednesday said.  Baljinder had started his career at 

the age of 19 by learning civil work from a builder in Zirakpur, 

Mohali. 

USP

I Harjinder Kaur W/O Avtar 

Singh, R/O Vill. Deowal, P.O. 

Piplanwala, Distt. Hoshiarpur, Punjab 

Have Changed My Name From 

Harjendar Kour To Harjinder Kaur. 

I Gurmeet Kaur W/O Kewal 

Singh R/O Vpo. Sandhra District 

Hoshiarpur Punjab, Have Changed 

My Name From Gurmeet Kaur To 

Gurmit Kaur. 

I Manpreet Kaur W/O Akshay 

Kumar R/O Vpo. Adamwal 

Hoshiarpur, Punjab Declare That My 

Given Name As Manpreet And My 

Surname As Kaur. 

I Rajiv Aggarwal S/O Chander 

Mohan Aggarwal R/O H.No.1081/2, 

Una Road, Hoshiarpur, Punjab, Rajiv 

Aggarwal And Rajiv Kumar Is The 

Name Of The Same Person. 

ਮ� ਅਿਨਰੁੱਧ ਪੁੱਤਰ ਸ਼6ੀ ਰਣਜੋਧ ਿਸੰਘ 

ਵਾਸੀ ਿਪੰਡ ਕੁਠੇੜ, ਡਾਕਖਾਨਾ ਿਸਉਟਂੀ, ਤਿਹਸੀਲ 

ਤੇ ਿਜ਼ਲO ਾ ਪਠਾਨਕੋਟ ਦਾ ਰਿਹਣ ਵਾਲਾ ਹਾਂ। ਮੇਰੇ 

ਦਸਵੀ ਂਸਕੂਲ ਦੇ ਸਰਟੀਿਫਕੇਟ ਿਵੱਚ ਮੇਰਾ ਨਾਮ 

ਗਲਤ ਦਰਜ ਕੀਤਾ ਿਗਆ ਹੈ। ਮY ਆਪਣਾ ਨਾਮ 

ਅਿਨਰੁੱਧ ਤ[ ਅਿਨਰੁੱਧ ਿਸੰਘ ਰੱਖ ਿਲਆ ਹੈ। ਇਹ 

ਦੋਨ[ ਨਾਮ ਇੱਕ ਹੀ ਿਵਅਕਤੀ ਦੇ ਹਨ। 

I, Anoop Singh resident of 

Village- Garhi, Post Garhi, Tehsil- 

Hansi, District- Hisar, State- Haryana, 

Pin-125033, have changed my Son 

name from Mohit Singh to Mohit Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB90053190414508W dated 18 Dec 

2024 before notary public Pathankot 

I, Jaishree Sanjay Nalkul 

spouse of No.JC-771783A Sub 

Nalkul Sanjay Suryabhan resident of 

Village- Chichondi Patil, Post- 

Chichondi, Tehsil- Ahmednagar, 

District- Ahmednagar, State- 

Maharashtra, Pin-414201, have 

changed my  DOB from 11 July 1981 

to 11 July 1983 Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB56699751565616W dated 14 Sep 

2024 before notary public Pathankot 

I, Tripti spouse of No.2802285K 

Hav Mule Yogesh Manoharrao 

resident of Village- Sai Nagar 

Daryapur, Post- Daryapur, Tehsil- 

Daryapur, District- Amravati, State- 

Maharashtra, Pin-444803, have 

changed my name from Tripti to 

Trupti Yogesh Mule Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB89319815109005W dated 

16 Dec 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

 I, No.15807373K L/NK (DMT) 

Kori Pramodkumar Ramshabad 

resident of Village- Asarwa, Post-Civil 

Hospital, Ahmedabad, District- 

Ahmedabad, State- Gujarat, Pin-

380016, have changed my Father 

name from Kori Ramshabad 

Ramsumer to Kori Ramsabad Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB84000053736535W dated 29 Nov 

2024 before notary public Pathankot 

I, No.14835827M Hav Dipendu 

Mondal resident of Village- Payag, 

Post- Payag, Tehsil- Tamluck, 

District- Purba Medinipur, State- 

West Bengal, Pin-721154, have 

changed my Mother name from Ahva 

Mondal to Abharani Mondal Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB89427398886998W dated 17 Dec 

2024 before notary public Pathankot 

I, No.15622467P NK Mishra 

Rameshwarprasad Dayashanker 

resident of Village-  Airoli Sector - 4, 

Room No. F/100, Post- Airoli, Sector 

- 17, Tehsil- Thane, District- Thane, 

State- Maharashtra, Pin-400708, 

have changed my Daughter name 

from Gayatri Mishra to Gayatri 

Rameshwarprasad Mishra Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB90380752700505W dated 19 Dec 

2024 before notary public Pathankot 

I, No.15622467P NK Mishra 

Rameshwarprasad Dayashanker 

resident of Village-  Airoli Sector - 4, 

Room No. F/100, Post- Airoli, Sector 

- 17, Tehsil- Thane, District- Thane, 

State- Maharashtra, Pin-400708, 

have changed my Son name from 

Luv Mishra to Luv  

Rameshwarprasad Mishra Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB90383045490538W dated 19 Dec 

2024 before notary public Pathankot 

I, No.15622467P NK Mishra 

Rameshwarprasad Dayashanker 

resident of Village-  Airoli Sector - 4, 

Room No. F/100, Post- Airoli, Sector 

- 17, Tehsil- Thane, District- Thane, 

State- Maharashtra, Pin-400708, 

have changed my Mother name from 

Suman Devi to Sumandevi 

Dayashankar Mishra Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB90383974604215W dated 

19 Dec 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, No.15622467P NK Mishra 

Rameshwarprasad Dayashanker 

resident of Village-  Airoli Sector - 4, 

Room No. F/100, Post- Airoli, Sector 

- 17, Tehsil- Thane, District- Thane, 

State- Maharashtra, Pin-400708, 

have changed my Father name from 

Dayashanker Ramadhar Mishra to 

Dayashankar Ramadhar Mishra Vide 

affidavit No.IN-

PB90384393960590W dated 19 Dec 

2024 before notary public Pathankot 

I, No.15614407L Hav Sandeep 

Kumar resident of House 

No.125C/58/2M Post- Rajapur, 

Tehsil- Sadar, District- Prayagraj, 

State- U.P, have changed my 

Daughter's name from Priya Anshika 

Upadhyay to Priyanshika Upadhyay 

Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB90373635446060W dated 19 Dec 

2024 before notary public Pathankot 

I, Anop Kanwar Mother of 

Rohitash Singh Rathore resident of 

Village- Ram Pura Bass, Post- Ram 

Pura Bass, Tehsil- Churu, District- 

Churu, State- Rajasthan, Pin-

331001, have changed my name 

from Anop Kanwar to Anop Kanvar 

Vide affidavit No. IN-

PB900147133381633W dated 18 

Dec 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, Gulab Kunwar spouse of 

Rohitash Singh Rathore resident of 

Village- Ram Pura Bass, Post- Ram 

Pura Bass, Tehsil- Churu, District- 

Churu, State- Rajasthan, Pin-

331001, have changed my name 

from Gulab Kunwar to Gulab Kanwar 

Vide affidavit No. IN-

PB90147431511735W dated 18 Dec 

2024 before notary public Pathankot 

I, No.JC-405751Y Sub Gunpal 

resident of Village- Berla, Post- 

Berla, Tehsil- Badhra, District- 

Charkhi Dadri, State- Haryana, Pin-

127312 have changed my Father 

name from Hoshir Singh to Hoshiar 

Singh Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB88975216665305W dated 16 Dec 

2024 before notary public 

Pathankot. 

I, Rajeshwar Jasrotia Son of 

Shri H. S. Jasrotia resident of Jasrotia 

Hospital, Ramsharnam Colony, 

Pathankot, P. O. Tehsil & District- 

Pathankot, (Punjab) have changed 

my name from Rajeshwar Singh to 

Rajeshwar Jasrotia Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB90514969491805W dated 

19 Dec 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I, No.15793734K L/NK (DSV) 

Ajith A resident of Village- 

Padagacheri, Post- Thiruvarambu, 

Tehsil- Kalkulam, District- 

Kannyakumari, State- Tamil Nadu, 

Pin-629161, have changed my 

Mother name from Glory A  to Glory 

Abraham Vide affidavit No. IN-

PB90373148205755W dated 19 Dec 

2024 before notary public Pathankot 

I, Poonam spouse of Raja Babu 

resident of Village- Sinhuda, Post- 

Sinhuda, Tehsil- Bhind, District- 

Bhind, State- MP, Pin-444001, have 

changed my name from Poonam 

Devi to Poonam Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB90053867098697W dated 18 Dec 

2024 before notary public Pathankot 

I, No.6495668L NK Dalal Singh 

resident of Village- Nasripur, Post- 

Budhana, Tehsil- Budhana, District- 

Muzaffarnagar, State- Uttar Pradesh, 

Pin-251309, have changed my Son 

name from Akshya Kumar to Akshya 

Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB88979258433329W dated 16 Dec 

2024 before notary public Pathankot 

I, Suman W/o Sh. Ajay Kumar 

R/o H.No. 458/22, Chand Nagar, 

Rohtak declare that Suman and 

Suman Malik both name are one and 

the same person. 

I, Sudesh Kumari W/o Sh. Ravi 

Kant Mehta R/o Flat No. 105, GH-17, 

Sector-20, Panchkula (Haryana)-

134109 declare that I have changed 

my name from Sudesh Kumari to 

Sudesh Mehta. 

I, Mansi Goyal w/o Ankur Garg 

R/o # 5 Guru Teg Bahadar Nagar, 

Opposite HDFC Bank, Rupnagar, 

District Rupnagar (Punjab) have 

changed my name to Mansi Garg. 

I Gurinder singh Gidde s/o 

Balwinder singh R/o Gandhon Kalan 

Tehsil & District Rupnagar have 

changed my name to Gurinder singh. 

I, Preety Panu W/o Sh. Hira 

Singh R/o H.No. 4548 Defence 

Colony Jind Tehsil and District Jind 

Have Changed My Name From 

Preety Panu  To Preety Boora. 

I, Suman W/o Sh. Ajay Kumar 

R/o H.No. 458/22, Chand Nagar, 

Rohtak declare that Suman and 

Suman Malik both name are one and 

the same person. 

I Sarswati W/O Tejpal R/O 

Lohani Tehsil & Distt- Bhiwani Want 

To Change My Name & Dob From 

Saraswati & 10.11.1955 To  Name 

Sarswati & Dob 01.01.1960 In My 

Son Vijay Army Records. 

I, Budhhu Singh S/o Desh Raj 

R/o Vill: Bhuthgarh Teh: Patran Distt: 

Patiala (Punjab) have known by both 

names Budhhu Singh & Jagminder 

Singh one and the same person. 

I, Manjot D/o Balwinder Singh 

R/o Vill: Takhar Po. Sargundi Teh-

Phillaur (Jalandhar) have changed 

my name Manjot Kaushal and now 

Kaushal is my surname. 

I, Jasvir Kaur W/o Balwinder 

Singh R/o Vpo. Kot Grewal Teh-

Phillaur (Jalandhar) Pb, have 

changed my name to Jasbir Kaur. 

I, Kulveer Singh s/o Boota 

Singh r/o village Alipur Araian, Patiala 

, Govt. Printing Press, Punjab 

147004 have changed my name to 

Kulbir Singh. 

I, Gurwinder Kaur w/o Kulbir 

Singh r/o village Alipur Araian, 

Patiala, Govt. Printing Press, Punjab 

147004 have changed my name to 

Gurvinder Kaur.  

I Lakhvir kaur Jandu W/O 

Jagdeep Singh Jandu R/O Mohalla 

Krishan Nagar Nakodar Disitt 

Jalandhar Punjab India Have 

Changed My Minor Son Name Jagtaj 

Singh To Jagtaj Singh Jandu. 

I, Jatinder Singh Bhatti S/o 

Balwant Singh R/o Vill: Fatehpur 

Maniawala Teh-Malout (Sri Muktsar 

Sahib) have changed my name to 

Jatinder Singh. 

I, Amarjit Kaur Dhandi Spouse 

of JC265634-N, Ex Subedar Sohan 

Singh, Resident of Vpo Siarh 

(Siahar), Distt Ludhiana (Pb.) have 

changed my name from Amarjit Kaur 

to Amarjit Kaur Dhandi Vide Affidavit 

dated 19-12-2024 before the Notary 

Public (Govt Of India). 

I Dilbagh Singh S/O Puran 

Singh R/O Opp.Kid Zee School 

Ground Bath Road Tehsil & District 

Tarn Taran Have Changed My Name 

Dilbagh Singh To Dilbag Singh. 

I Gurminder Singh Saggu s/o 

Baldev Singh R/o Vpo. Binjal, Tehsil 

Raikot, Distt. Ludhiana, have 

changed my name to Gurminder 

Singh. 

I Mandeep Kaur Saggu w/o 

Gurminder Singh, R/o Vpo. Binjal, 

Tehsil Raikot, Distt. Ludhiana, have 

changed my name to  Mandeep Kaur. 

I, Simpy w/o Sh. Dinesh Kumar, 

R/o # 478, New Model Colony, Near 

Satsang Bhawan, Ward No.6, 

Naraingarh, District Ambala has 

changed my name from Simpy to 

Simpy Gera. 

I, Gurminder Kumar S/o 

Satnam Singh R/o House No. 255, 

St. No. 2, Labh Nagar Hoshiarpur 

have changed my name to Kumar 

Gurminder. Kumar is my Surname & 

Gurminder is my Given Name. 

I Kusam Lata @ Kusum Brar 

W/o Rajiv Brar R/o D-301, Sushma 

Crescent, Near Dhakoli Police 

Station, Dhakoli Distt SAS Nagar 

both name are same and the one 

person only. 

I, Neelam Sharma W/o Naresh 

Kumar R/o H.No.159, W.No.26, Nai 

Abadi, Khanna (Ludhiana) also 

known as Neelam Rani & Neelam, 

these three names are mine, one & 

the same lady. 

I Harpreet Kaur W/O Paramjit 

Singh Bakshi R/O 33/3 Vikram Batra 

Enclave Ferozepur Cantt Have 

Changed My Name To Surname Kaur 

And Given Name Harpreet. 

I Rimple W/O Harman Singh 

Resident Near Water Works Sharin 

Wala Road Guruharsahai District 

Firozpur Have Changed My Name To 

Manjit Sondhi. 

I Amrit Bala W/O Ashok Kumar 

Tangri R/O H No 63 Street Bohar 

Wali Ferozepur Have Changed My 

Name Amrit Bala Tangri. 

I Paras Kamboj S/O Shamsher 

Singh R/O Alike Jhungian Jhok Tehal 

Singh Ferozepur Have Changed My 

Name Paras. 

I Sarla Sachdeva W/O Surinder 

Pal Kathpal R/O Inder Nagri, Ram 

Lilla Chowk Jalalabad Tehsil 

Jalalabad District Fazilka Have 

Changed My Name To Sarla Kathpal. 

I, Bipin Kumar Son Of 

Akhileshwar Prasad Resident Of 

Near Shiv Mandir, Sarathua, Tehsil 

Udwantnagar, Distt. Bhojpur State- 

Bihar. Now I Have Declared To 

Changed My Son's Name From 

Divyansh To Divyansh Chaurasiya As 

His Name Was Wrongly Recorded In 

My Army Service 

Documents/Records As Divyansh 

And That His Correct Name Is 

Divyansh Chaurasiya. That, His 

Name Shall At All Times Thereafter In 

All Records. 

I Madhuriben Is Legally 

Wedded Of Hadiyal Vipulkumar 

Kalidas Of Unit 23 Mech Inf C/O 56 

Apo Residing At New Nadiyavas, 

Kherpur, Mahesana, State Gujarat 

Pin 382715 Have Changed My Name 

From Madhuriben To Hadiyal 

Madhuriben Vipul Kumar Vide 

Affidavit Dated 17 December 2024 

Before At Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Siddappa Is Father Of 

Ramesh Siddappa Mangoji Of Unit 

23 Mech Inf C/O 56 Apo Residing At 

Village Shigiholi, Post Urubinahatti, 

Tehsil Gokak Distt Belgaum, State 

Karnataka Pin 591122 Have 

Changed My Name From Siddappa 

To Siddappa Basappa Mangoji Vide 

Affidavit Dated 17 December 2024 

Before At Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Mahadevi Is Mother Of 

Ramesh Siddappa Mangoji Of Unit 

23 Mech Inf C/O 56 Apo Residing At 

Village Shigiholi, Post Urubinahatti, 

Tehsil Gokak Distt Belgaum, State 

Karnataka Pin 591122 Have 

Changed My Name From Mahadevi 

To Mahadevi Siddappa Mangoji Vide 

Affidavit Dated 17 December 2024 

Before At Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Sunita Kumari Is Legally 

Wedded Of Raj Pal Of Unit 23 Mech 

Inf C/O 56 Aporesiding At 

Bajarashamva, Shahabad, Dehat, 

Hardoi, State Uttar Pradesh 241124 

Have Changed My Name From 

Sunita Kumari To Sunita Devi Vide 

Affidavit Dated 17 December 2024 

Before At Notary Ferozepur. 

I Krishna Bhagwant Patil Is 

Legally Father Of No. 16121228f 

L/Hav Mahesh Patil Of Unit 22 Engr 

Regt C/O 56 Apo Ferozepur 

Residing At 1436/1c, Patil Galli, 

Nandgad, Nandgad, Nandgad 

Belgaum State Karnataka Pin-

591120 Declare That My Name 

Krishna Wrongly Written In My Son 

Army Service Records But My 

Correct Name Is Krishna Bhagwant 

Patil. 

I, Kasturi Krishna Patil Is 

Legally Mother Of No. 16121228f, 

L/Hav, Mahesh Patil Of Unit 22 Engr 

Regt C/O 56 Apo Ferozepur 

Residing At 1436/1c, Patil Galli, 

Nandgad, Nandgad, Nandgad 

Belgaum State Karnataka Pin-

591120 Declare That My Name 

Kasturi Wrongly Written In My Son 

Army Service Records But My 

Correct Name Is Kasturi Krishna 

Patil. 

I Manpreet Singh Residing At 

Village Kahlwan Qadian Tehsil 

Batala District Gurdaspur Punjab Pin 

143516 Have Changed My Daughter 

Name From Gurkeerat Kaur To 

Gurkirat Kaur Vide Affidavit Dated 18 

December 2024 Before At Notary 

Ferozepur. 

I, Aarti W/O No. 15226707l 

L/Hav Satyadev Singh Of Unit 63 

Med Regt C/O 56 Apo Ferozepur 

Residing At Village Khai Khera, Po-

Khawajpur Dhantla, Tehsil 

Thakurdwara, Distt. Moradabad 

(Up), Pin 244601 Have Changed My 

Name From Arti Devi To Aarti Vide 

Affidavit Dated 19 December 2024 

Before At Executive Magistrate 

Ferozepur. 

I Sumit Kumar Wadhwa S/o 

Sh. Mulakh Raj wadhwa R/o. H.No. 

15/32 Subhash Gate Karnal 

(Haryana) have changed my name 

from Sumit Kumar Wadhwa to Sumit 

Wadhwa.

Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME

PUBLIC NOTICE  

Before Secretary, CHB Exercising the Powers of the Estate Officer, 

UT Chandigarh. 

Subject:- Mutation /Transfer of ownership right in respect of Dwelling 

Unit No.2231-B (Second Floor) of Two Bed Room Flat Category, and 

Parking no.B12-CSO-613 in Block no.12 in Sector- 63, Chandigarh on 

the basis of Sale Deed in the name of SMT. SONA DEVI W/O SH. MUNI 

RAM, from the name of allottee/transferee (I)SH. BALWANT SINGH 

S/O SH. KARNAIL SINGH AND (II) SH. SANT SINGH S/O SH. 

KARNAIL SINGH. 

It is hereby notified for the information of the general public and all 

concerned the Dwelling Unit No. 2231-B (Second Floor) of Two Bed 

Room Flat Category, and Parking no.B12-CSO-613 in Block no.12 in 

Sector- 63, Chandigarh stands in the name of allottee/transferee (I)SH. 

BALWANT SINGH S/O SH. KARNAIL SINGH AND (II) SH. SANT 

SINGH S/O SH. KARNAIL SINGH. Now, (I)SH. BALWANT SINGH S/O 

SH. KARNAIL SINGH AND (II) SH. SANT SINGH S/O SH. KARNAIL 

SINGH, have sold the above said dwelling unit to SMT. SONA DEVI 

W/O SH. MUNI RAM, vide Sale Deed Executed and registered in office 

of Sub-Registrar Chandigarh on 06/12/2024. SMT. SONA DEVI W/O 

SH. MUNI RAM, has requested this office for transfer the above said 

dwelling unit in her name on the basis of sale deed. 

If any body has any objection upon the mutation of the Said property in 

favour of applicant, he/she/they may submit the objection in writing to 

the undersigned within 21 days of the publication of this notice, failing 

which, the Ownership of the said dwelling unit shall be transferred in 

favour of above said claimant(s). 

Secretary, 

Chandigarh Housing Board, 

Chandigarh.

CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD  
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh 

(U/o 5 Rule 20 CPC) 

IN THE COURT OF Ms. 

Ramandeep Kaur Civil 

Judge (Junior Division)-10, 

Jalandhar 

MANOJ KAUSHAL S/O 

PARSHOTAM SWROOP, R/O 

H.NO.309-10-11, DILBAGH 

NAGAR, OPPOSITE BIKANER 

MISTHAN BHANDAR, 

JALANDHAR, PUNJAB, PROP. 

M/S SARV SUKHMAY SANITARY 

WARE 

Vs. 

ANKIT ALIAS ANKIT ROYAL S/O 

SHIV LAL R/O KHOJONKABASS, 

KHANGATA, JODHPUR, 

RAJASTHAN-342606 ALSO R/O 

GBM APPARTMENTS, 

CHANDIGARH ROPAR ROAD, 

KHARAR, GREATOR, 

SAHIBZADA AJIT SINGH 

NAGAR, PUNJAB-140301 

CNR No.:PBJL02-004391-2024 

Next Date:-31-01-2025 

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- 

ANKIT ALIAS ANKIT ROYAL S/O 

SHIV LAL R/O KHOJONKABASS, 

KHANGATA, JODHPUR, 

RAJASTHAN-342606 ALSO R/O 

GBM APPARTMENTS, 

CHANDIGARH ROPAR ROAD, 

KHARAR, GREATOR, 

SAHIBZADA AJIT SINGH 

NAGAR, PUNJAB-140301 

In above tiled Case, the defendant 

(s)/ respondent (s) could not be 

served. It is ordered that 

defendant (s) /respondent (s) 

should appear in person or 

through counsel on 31-01-2025 at 

10:00 a.m.   

For details logon to 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs

=district_notice & district= 

Jalandhar 

Civil Judge  

(Junior Division)-10,  

Jalandhar  

Dated, this day of 11-12-2024

COURT NOTICE
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soon
COMING

Book: 100 Indian Stories 
A Feast of Remarkable Short
Fiction from the 19th, 20th,

and 21st Centuries
Author: Edited by 

A. J. Thomas. 
Foreword by Ruskin Bond

Publisher: Aleph book
Compnay

Book: The Comeback A Novel
Author: Annie Zaidi

Publisher: Aleph book
Compnay

Book: The Tamils 
A Portrait of a Community
Author: Nirmala Lakshman

Publisher: Aleph book
Compnay

By GYANESHWAR DAYAL

Our Regular columnist, Nilantha Ilangamuwa'sAfter Assad: Is Syria the
New Libya in the Mediterranean? is a compelling exploration of the
geopolitical chaos unleashed by the fall of Bashar al-Assad's regime.

Independently published in 2024 and available on Amazon, the book offers a
stark analysis of a nation fractured by war, foreign interference, and sectari-
an tensions, drawing thought-provoking parallels with Libya's disintegration
post-Gaddafi.
Ilangamuwa delves into the complex aftermath of Assad's collapse,
illustrating how the removal of a dictator does not necessarily lead to stability
or democracy. Instead, the power vacuum has given rise to militias,
territorial struggles, and foreign interventions. The narrative paints a grim
picture of a nation torn apart by competing agendas, with Turkey, Iran, Israel,
Russia, and Western powers vying for influence, often at the expense of

Syria's sovereignty and its people's
welfare. This multi-layered analysis
is not just a critique of these powers
but a searing indictment of how
global ambitions exploit fractured
states.
The book contextualises the Syrian
conflict within a broader historical
framework, tracing the roots of
sectarian manipulation and
authoritarian rule under the Assad
dynasty. Ilangamuwa connects these
factors to the current fragmentation,
showing how decades of repression
and inequality laid the groundwork
for the present turmoil. His parallels
with Libya highlight the recurring
failures of external interventions,
where short-term strategic goals
leave behind a legacy of chaos and
suffering.
The human cost of this conflict is at
the heart of Ilangamuwa's narrative.
He vividly describes the destruction
of key Syrian cities, the displacement

of millions, and the rise of extremist factions like Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham. He
challenges the ethical basis of foreign powers' involvement, arguing that their
actions often prioritise geopolitical objectives over humanitarian
considerations. The looting of Damascus following Assad's downfall is
capturing the collapse of state authority and the pervasive violence engulfing
the capital.
The author's critique extends to the duplicity of international media and
foreign policy actors. By juxtaposing Syria's fate with Western portrayals of
regime change, Ilangamuwa exposes the contradictions and hypocrisies in
global narratives about intervention and democracy. His insights into how
powers such as the United States and Turkey manipulate proxy wars
underscore the cynical exploitation of regional instability.
This is not merely a political or historical study; it is also a distressing
reflection on the enduring suffering of the Syrian people. Ilangamuwa's
writing is enriched by his encounters with Syrian activists, journalists, and
intellectuals, lending authenticity to his analysis. These voices, often
overshadowed by dominant geopolitical discourses, remind readers of the
resilience and hope that persist amidst devastation.

SHATTERED SYRIA:
CHAOS AFTER ASSAD

In a world where art and culture come
together, it’s refreshing to see an event
that not only celebrates creativity but
also serves a greater purpose. The
unveiling of the Art Design Culture

(ADC) Collective, hosted by KHUSHII
NGO at Bikaner House, was a perfect
example of such an initiative. This special
event seamlessly combined India’s rich
artistic traditions with the mission of
supporting underprivileged communities
through KHUSHII’s educational and
community development programs.
The evening began with a gathering of art
lovers, patrons and philanthropists who
were eager to engage in thoughtful
discussions about the role of art in society.
Among the highlights of the event were the
insightful conversations with celebrated
personalities such as Shabana Azmi and
Javed Akhtar. Their reflections on their
contributions to Indian art and culture
provided valuable perspectives, sparking a
meaningful dialogue about the future of
Indian creativity.
One of the key moments of the evening
was the launch of Rajan Kapoor’s The
Serengeti: Wild Wonders of Africa, a

stunning visual exploration of Africa’s
natural beauty. The launch was
accompanied by a discussion on wildlife
conservation led by Dr. Rajiv Bhartari,
which highlighted the importance of
preserving nature and the role that art can
play in raising awareness about such
critical issues.

Design also took centre stage, with
renowned designer Sussanne Khan sharing
her journey in the world of design. Her
inspiring words about perseverance,
creativity, and pushing boundaries
resonated with everyone present. The
evening also featured a lively art dialogue
moderated by Rahul Kumar, where Padma

Shri awardee Paresh Maity and textile
revivalist Karishma Swali discussed the
evolution of Indian art over the last
decade. Their conversation underscored
the importance of innovation and tradition
in shaping the future of Indian art.
The ADC Collective isn’t just a celebration
of creativity; it’s an opportunity to connect
with the vibrant world of Indian culture
while supporting a meaningful cause. The
event will give the public a chance to
explore a stunning collection of artworks
and interact with talented Indian artisans.
All proceeds from the event will go directly
towards supporting KHUSHII’s
philanthropic work, making it an impactful
experience for both art enthusiasts and
those eager to contribute to a greater cause.
This initiative highlights how art can be a
powerful tool for social change.By
combining the beauty of Indian
craftsmanship with the mission of
uplifting communities, the ADC
Collective offers a perfect example of how
culture and philanthropy can work hand in
hand to create positive change.

PHOTOS: PANKAJ KUMAR

By KUMAR CHELLAPPAN

The game of cricket remains a mystery
to me even in the autumn of life. My
first encounter with it occurred in the

1960s when I witnessed this strange game
being played at a maidan in Fort Kochi,
where our teachers had taken us for a day-
long excursion. The picturesque maidan had
two screens made of white cloth stretched
across the ends, while 'gentlemen' in white
trousers and shirts played the game with bats
and a ball. Sreedharan Pillai, the teacher who
accompanied us, told me that it was 'crick-
et', a game played by royalty.
Months later, I came across this game
again at my school in Perumbavoor, where
the royalty had assembled to play cricket.
They arrived in cars such as Herald, Fiat,
Vanguards, Chevrolet, and the occasional
Ambassadors. One of the spectators told
me that the players were from Kannan
Devan Tea Estates in Munnar and
shipping agents based in Kochi. Since I
couldn't grasp the nuances of the game, I
asked my classmate Sundararajan, son of a
senior manager at Travancore Rayons,
who often spoke of Pataudi, Sarbadhikari,
and others. "You will not understand this
game because it's played by educated and
wealthy people," Sundararajan told me.
In every place, there are those who are
considered masters of all topics. We had
Gopalakrishnan, the local tailor, who was
an encyclopedia of knowledge. There was
nothing he didn’t know. "Arrey, you will
not understand it. It's a game played by
officials like engineers, adhikaris,
contractors, sarvadhikaris, and vakeels,"
Gopal Ji ticked me off. It was years later
that I heard names like Farook Engineer,
Nari Contractor, Hemu Adhikari, Berry
Sarvadhikari, and the occasional Smiths
and Tailors who toured India!
Cricket got a major boost in 1983 when
India won the World Cup in England
under the captaincy of Kapil Dev, the
Haryana Hurricane. Alongside him,
another player emerged as the darling of
the masses: the unassuming Mohinder

Amarnath, whose stellar performance
with both bat and ball led India to
triumph. Before the World Cup, Mohinder
had already earned a reputation as a
fantastic all-rounder, particularly in the
1977-1978 series in Australia, which is
often remembered as the 'Mohinder
Amarnath series.'
It’s shocking that such a brilliant cricketer
had to spend many years in the wilderness
due to the callous attitude of Indian
selectors, who overlooked him despite his
exceptional performances. Though he
played against the touring Australian side
in 1969, he was sidelined for years. The
reason for this remains a mystery.
After three decades of first-class cricket,
Mohinder penned his memoirs,
FEARLESS, with his younger sibling
Rajinder. The three sons of legendary Lala
Amarnath—Surinder, Mohinder, and
Rajinder—had made their father proud
with their performances, though Rajinder
never made it to the national side. Despite
being born to a legendary father,
Mohinder had no godfathers in the game.
His memoirs detail the trials he faced. He
doesn’t blame anyone in particular but
does highlight how the Delhi District
Cricket Association’s actions kept him
from the national team. Mohinder
attributes this to the authorities’ potential
frustration with his outspoken father, Lala
Amarnath, who didn’t hesitate to speak his
mind.
FEARLESS is more than just a memoir; it
offers valuable lessons for aspiring
cricketers. Life wasn’t easy for Mohinder,
despite having a father who was a
flamboyant cricketer. Critics consider
Mohinder the best Indian batsman against
fast bowling. Indian players, barring a few
like Farook Engineer and Viswanath, often
collapsed against pace bowlers. Had
Mohinder been included in the team, the
outcomes would likely have been different.
An interesting anecdote from Mohinder’s
memoir involves the 1978 Pakistan tour.
In the midst of a contentious series, Asif
Iqbal, the Pakistani all-rounder,

approached the Indian team with an offer
from Kerry Packer, the founder of World
Series Cricket. Iqbal, eager to distract the
Indians, sent a WSC representative with a
lucrative offer, but despite Mohinder’s
signed contract, nothing came of it.
Mohinder describes it as a strategic move
to disrupt their focus before a crucial Test
match.
The chapter on the 1983 World Cup
transports readers back in time,
immersing them in the spirit of the game.
There are many cricketer memoirs, but
FEARLESS stands out as monumental.
The book captures the sweat and blood of
Mohinder and Surinder (who was also
dropped despite impressive
performances).
The discrimination faced by northern
players at the hands of the western zone
selectors is another compelling aspect of
FEARLESS. Indian sportsmen, unlike
their cricketer counterparts, have
largely avoided writing
memoirs. Footballers like
Inder Singh and Magan
Singh should follow suit,
inspiring the next
generation to take up the
game. Cricket fans will
find FEARLESS a must-
read. The book is as
simple and
straightforward as its
protagonist, Mohinder
Amarnath.

UNITING ART AND PHILANTHROPY
KHUSHII NGO

launched the Art
Design Culture

(ADC) Collective, a
unique event

combining Indian art
and design with a

mission to uplift
communities in

need. The evening
also featured the
launch of Rajan

Kapoor’s book The
Serengeti: Wild

Wonders of Africa,
adding a thoughtful

dimension to the
celebration, writes

SAKSHI PRIYA

ABOUT THE BOOK
Book: The Serengeti wild 

wonders of Africa 
by Rajan Kapoor

Publisher: Niyogi Books
Price: `4,500

FROM WILDERNESS TO GLORY

ABOUT THE BOOK
Book: FEARLESS – A Memoir

Mohinder Amarnath with
Rajinder Amarnath

Publisher: Harper Collins
Price: `799

ABOUT THE BOOK
Book: Ilangamuwa'sAfter Assad:

Is Syria the New Libya in the
Mediterranean? 

by Nilantha Ilangamuwa

THE UNTOLD JOURNEY OF A CRICKET LEGEND

Get in touch at vivacity@dailypioneer.com

WELL DONE, JIMMY!
YOU SHOULD WRITE
MORE ABOUT THE GAME
BECAUSE THERE’S A
WEALTH OF MATERIAL
CRICKET FANS WOULD
LOVE TO READ
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PTI n DUBAI

The deadlock over the
hosting of next year’s
Champions Trophy

finally ended on Thursday
when the ICC announced that
India will play their matches
of the 50-over event at a
neutral venue instead of host
country Pakistan, which will
get a similar arrangement for
tournaments to be held in
India till 2027.
The agreement will also
extend to the 2028 women’s
T20 World Cup, which will be
held in Pakistan. Although no
formal announcement has
been made, but India’s
Champions Trophy matches
are likely to be held in the
UAE.
“The ICC Board has approved
that all matches between
India and Pakistan played at
ICC Events during the
current rights cycle from 2024
to 2027 (which are to be
hosted in India or Pakistan)

will be played at a neutral
venue proposed by the
tournament host,” said the
ICC in a statement,
confirming what PTI
reported on December 5.
The arrangement will also
cover next year’s women’s
World Cup in India and the
T20 World Cup in 2026, to be
jointly hosted by India and Sri
Lanka.
“India’s Champions Trophy
games will most likely be
played in the UAE. As far as
the Women’s ODI World Cup
in India is concerned, the
India-Pakistan game could be
held in Sri Lanka,” said a
source.
India had refused to travel to
Pakistan for the event
scheduled in February-March
due to security concerns. The
Indians have not played in
Pakistan since the 2008
Mumbai terror attacks in
which 150 people were killed.
The two countries’ last
bilateral engagement was

back in 2012.
Travelling to Pakistan also
requires Indian government’s
clearance which has remained
firm on the status quo.
“The schedule for the ICC
Champions Trophy 2025 is set
to be confirmed soon,” the
ICC added.
The decision, that came after
a series of back-channel talks,
was on expected lines after
the sport’s governing body
maintained prolonged silence
on the contentious matter
during the previous set-up led
by chairman Greg Barclay.
His successor Jay Shah took
charge on December 1 and all
stakeholders, including the
Pakistan Cricket Board, the
BCCI and the broadcasters,
were running out of time to
organise the 50-over event
that was last played in the UK
in 2017. 
Thursday’s announcement
meant it was the first major
decision taken in Shah’s
tenure.

While BCCI’s stance was
always clear, the matter got
stretched because of PCB’s
refusal to allow a “one-sided”
arrangement of neutral
venues. Led by Pakistan
interior minister Mohsin
Naqvi, the PCB was
determined not to lose face in
front of the local public.
PCB, which had sent its team
to India for the ODI World
Cup last year, had
categorically opposed the
hybrid model but eventually
agreed to it on reciprocal
grounds.
The PCB had earlier indicated
that it wanted a greater share
in the annual revenue cycle to
accommodate the Indian
demand for a hybrid model
but there is no word yet on
whether that has been
discussed or accepted.
The tournament will feature
eight teams, divided into two
groups. The top two teams
from each group will advance
to the semifinals. 

India to play its Champions Trophy matches at neutral venue

AP n GENEVA

The seven candidates
running for International

Olympic Committee
president had their
manifestos published on
Thursday, and one is offering
to take just half of the eight-
year mandate on offer and
stand again in 2029.
Sebastian Coe, the World
Athletics president who
turned 68 this year, pledged to
embed “transformative
change over the next four
years” then seek re-election
ahead of schedule.
Coe was among several
candidates offering to give
back to IOC members — who
elect their president at a
March 18-21 meeting near
the site of Ancient Olympia in
Greece — a decisive choice in
picking future host cities.
Under the hands-on
presidency of Thomas Bach,
who reaches his limit of 12
years in office next year,

members now simply rubber-
stamp a single host candidate
that has worked with the IOC
administration.
Two members of the Bach-
chaired IOC executive board,
Juan Antonio Samaranch Jr.
And Prince Feisal al Hussein,
joined Coe in promising to
empower members to have a
bigger role in the Olympic
body. They also promise to
raise the retirement age for
members from 70 to 75 years.
Members must be invited to
join the exclusive IOC club
and the current 111 include
European and Middle East
royalty, leaders of
international sports bodies,
former and current Olympic
athletes, politicians,
diplomats, industrialists and
an Oscar-winning actress.
Only IOC members can be
presidential candidates and
the other contenders are
board member Kirsty
Coventry and three more
presidents of sports governing

bodies: Johan Eliasch from
skiing, David Lappartient
from cycling, and Morinari
Watanabe from gymnastics.
The manifesto releases are
one of just two set-piece
events in a mostly opaque
campaign with strict rules to
limit self-promotion and
engagement with voters.
Candidates will present
themselves to voters, though
not take questions, at a Jan. 30
meeting at IOC headquarters
in Lausanne, Switzerland.
The IOC has had no female
president and just nine men
leading it in a 130-year
history. Eight of those
presidents were from Europe
and one from the United
States.
Coventry, the 41-year-old
sports minster of Zimbabawe,
is just the second female
candidate ever to run for the
IOC leadership and is widely
seen as Bach’s preferred
choice to continue his
policies.

IOC publishes manifestos of 7 candidates
running to be president and lead Olympics

PTI n MELBOURNE

Ahead of the crucial
Boxing Day Test against

India from December 26,
legendary wicketkeeper Ian
Healy has pointed out the
serious lack of form of the
top-three Australian batters
and advised them to go to the
basics and perform if they
want to continue in the team.
Australia made 445 in the first
innings of the rain truncated
third Test at Brisbane with
Travis Head and Steve Smith
smashing centuries but the
home team did miserably in
the second innings before
declaring at 89 for 7.
The match ended in a draw
with the five-match Test
series level at 1-1.
“I don’t see them (Australia)
regressing going into
Melbourne, but they are out
of form, they’re seriously out
of form,” Healy told SEN
Radio.
Openers Usman Khawaja,
Nathan McSweeney and one-
drop batter Marnus
Labuschagne performed
below expectations at the
Gabba before Smith and Head
halted the slide with centuries
in the first innings.
The second innings was even
worse with the top three
managing just 13 runs.
“Questions have got to be
asked of George Bailey: ‘Can
we get this form back? Are

you confident that form will
reemerge in our top three?’
“Otherwise changes have to
be made, and ‘what
suggestions might you have
for us, George?’ That type of
thing.”
Healy opined that the
Melbourne Test should be
Khawaja, McSweeney and
Labuschagne’s best chance to
redeem themselves and asked
the trio to get back to the
basics.
“The Melbourne Test is
probably the least volatile
wicket they’ll play on and
that’s their best chance. But
form takes a little longer than
a week to turn around, and it’s
just not coming for them.
“They’ve got to get right back
to basics and strip it right
back. See the ball and hit it,
don’t care where your feet go.
That’s the first step, just get
some clarity in your head,”
said Healy.
Australia must avoid defeat in
Melbourne to keep their
hopes alive of taking back the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy.

Australian top-three seriously
out of form, should go back to
basics: Ian Healy

PTI n BRISBANE

Australia fast bowler Josh
Hazlewood is

“frustrated” by the timing of
his injury after he was ruled
out of the remaining two
Tests against India due to a
right calf strain sustained
during the drawn third
match at the Gabba.
Hazlewood, who had also
missed the second Test
(pink-ball) in Adelaide –
which Australia won by 10
wickets – due to a side strain,
described the latest injury as
“random”.
“Just frustrating really.
Ticked every box heading
into the (third) Test, I could
understand if it was my side
again, but it was just a
random calf strain,” he told
7NEWS.
“It’s just the timing again,
they are only little 2-3 week
injuries, it’s just the timing of

it and missing big games is
the frustrating thing.”
The 33-year-old Hazlewood
was sent for scans after just
one over of bowling on the
fourth day after hurting his
right calf in the warm-up

before play. The injury only
turned out to be a strain, but
it’s expected to be serious
enough to end his home Test
summer early.
“Obviously, do a deep dive
into it and see what we can

come up with ... Feels pretty
random,” he said.
“I’ve had a history of sides
and calves, they’re probably
the two things that have kept
me out for the majority over
the last four years.

PTI n MARGAO

FC Goa will seek to snap a
rampaging Mohun Bagan

Super Giant’s eight-match
unbeaten streak in the Indian
Super League (ISL) when the
two sides square off in a 12th
round match here on Friday.
FC Goa, under India head
coach Manolo Marquez, will
also aim to improve their
record against the Mariners,
having lost five of their eight
meetings in the ISL,
including a narrow 0-1 defeat
in their most recent fixture in
February.
Super Giant’s unbeaten run
has seen them win seven and
draw one of their last eight
ISL games, and that has put
them on top of the league
leaderboard with 26 points
from 11 matches, winning
eight, drawing twice and
losing once.
On the other hand, the Gaurs

are placed fourth with 19
points from the same
number of games. 
Both these teams have been
in equally efficient form
upfront, with the Kolkata-
based side netting 22 times in
the competition thus far, as
compared to the 21 of the
Goan club. 
However, the visitors have

been comparatively better
organised at the back, as they
have conceded 10 goals as
opposed to the 15 of FC Goa.
Head-to-head, FC Goa have
won twice, whereas Super
Giant have emerged
victorious five times in the
eight times these two teams
have faced each other in the
ISL.

FC Goa head coach Marquez
admitted that the Mariners
have a nice mix of
international and domestic
stars that make them a strong
opponent. 
“I feel that we are playing one
of the strongest teams in the
competition. Mohun Bagan
have most of the top national
team players, and they’ve
spent a lot on getting good
foreigners too,” Marquez
said. 
“We need to keep fighting to
win”
Super Giant head coach Jose
Molina lauded his team for
not giving up under any
circumstance.
“The mentality of Mohun
Bagan Super Giant is to fight
every game till the end. We
have to attack and defend
well, communicate properly,
but most importantly we
need to keep fighting to get
the win,” Molina said. 

PTI n NEW DELHI

Unable to comprehend R
Ashwin’s sudden decision

to retire from international
cricket, a shocked World Cup-
winning skipper Kapil Dev
says the premier off-spinner
deserved a fitting farewell,
ideally on home soil.
Ashwin stunned one and all
by calling it quits on
Wednesday, right after the
Brisbane Test against
Australia ended in a draw.
Kapil felt Ashwin seemed
unhappy with something. 
“I was shocked by how one of
India’s greatest cricketers
chose to leave the game. The
disappointment among the
fans was widespread, but I also
saw a tinge of hurt on his face.
He looked unhappy, and that
was sad. He deserved much
better, a fitting farewell,” Kapil
said in a statement to PTI. 
As has been his wont, Ashwin
chose to walk his own way
while retiring in the middle of
an important series. Kapil said
he would like to hear the
Tamil Nadu man’s side of
story. 
“He could have waited and
announced his retirement on
Indian soil, but I don’t know
why Ashwin called it a day. I
would want to hear his side of
the story. Give him that
respect. He has played 106
Tests for the country. I don’t
think anyone can match his

humongous contribution to
Indian cricket.” 
Kapil hoped that the Board of
Control of Cricket in India
(BCCI) would arrange a
“grand farewell” to Ashwin.
“I’m sure the parent body of
cricket in India, BCCI, shall
plan a grand farewell for this
giant match-winner of Team
India,” he said. 
Kapil, 65, said Ashwin was a
stalwart, a versatile and
unorthodox bowler, who
constantly hustled the batters
with his change of pace and
cleverly disguised line and
length. 
“He was ready to experiment,
and that is what set him apart.
In a game where the batters get
the most accolades, Ashwin
stood out with his prowess.
“Ashwin was brave. He could
bowl at any stage of the
contest. Do you find bowlers
with such tremendous tactical
sense who can adapt quickly?
He was his captain’s go-to
man,” he said. Praising both
his cricketing brain and off-
field character, Kapil said
Ashwin was a match-winner
with no parallel in modern
cricket. 
“He has won India’s highest
number of Man of the Series
awards. That is a tremendous
compliment that puts his game
and consistency in
perspective. He was not a “yes”
man and came across as a
gritty fighter.

Hazlewood ‘frustrated’ at missing remainder
of India series due to ‘random’ injury

Ashwin deserved
a fitting farewell:
Kapil Dev

ISL: FC Goa aim to end Mohun
Bagan’s unbeaten streak


