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RUSSIAN GENERAL IGOR
KIRILLOVKILLED BY
BOMB IN MOSCOW

You are responsible for the mess:
SC tells Greater Noida Authority 

Rapper Badshah caught in the wrong lane

Over 30 Delhi
schools get
bomb threats

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

Abitter cold wave, and
dense fog gripped
Delhi-National Capital

Region on Tuesday, with air
quality plunging back into the
“severe” category and
drastically reducing visibility
across the city. The Air Quality
Index (AQI) of Delhi stood at
433 while the minimum
temperature was 5.9 degrees
Celsius, two notches below
normal while the maximum
temperature settled at 24.4
degrees Celsius, two notches
above normal. The AQI was
expected to remain in the
‘severe’ category for the next
two days.
Of Delhi’s 35 monitoring
stations, 28 recorded the air
quality in the ‘severe’ category,
with some breaching the 450
mark that is classified as ‘severe
plus’. Monitoring stations in
Mandir Marg, Jahangirpuri,

Narela, Nehru Nagar,
Patparganj, Punjabi Bagh,
Rohini, ITO, Jawaharlal Nehru
Stadium, DTU, Major Dhyan
Chand National Stadium,
Mandir Marg, Pusa, Shadipur
recorded the AQI in the
‘severe’ category. 
The AQI was in the ‘severe
plus’ category in Alipur, Anand
Vihar, Ashok Vihar, Bawana,
Burari, CRRI Mathura Road,
North Campus, Okhla Phase 2,
Sirifort, Sonia Vihar and Vivek
Vihar. According to India
Meteorological Department
(IMD), meteorological
conditions are likely to be
unfavourable for effective
dispersion of pollutants”.
The major source of Delhi’s
pollution was vehicular
emission, contributing 18.8
per cent of PM2.5. There was
no contribution of stubble
burning to Delhi’s pollution as
the season is over in Punjab
and Haryana.PM2.5 remained

the primary pollutant, with
levels recorded at 252
micrograms per cubic metre at
4 pm.
Meanwhile, haze and cold
wave conditions have caused
severe disruption across the
region. Thick fog enveloped
various parts of the district,
severely reduced visibility and
created challenges for
commuters. According to the
IMD the national capital
registered a minimum
temperature of 4.5 degrees
Celsius at 5.30 am, which later
settled at an average of 5.9
degree Celsius. The
temperature in certain areas of
Delhi went even below 4.5
degrees Celsius. The
minimum temperature in Pusa
was recorded at 3.5 degrees
Celsius, while in Ayanagar, the
minimum temperature was
recorded at 4 degrees
Celsius.At Najafgarh, the
minimum temperature was

slightly higher, at 6.2 degrees
Celsius.
As temperatures dropped
further and fog reduced
visibility, the Delhi airport
administration implemented
low visibility procedures on
Tuesday. Moderate fog
reported at Safdarjung airport.
Safdarjung airport recorded
lowest visibility 350m at 8 am,
which improved thereafter
becoming 400m at 8.30 am.
Palam airport recorded lowest
visibility 600 m during 8 am
hours to 9 am hours which
improved thereafter becoming
700m at 9,30 am. 
However, the Indira Gandhi
International Airport (IGIA)
authority clarified that flight
operations were not affected by
the current conditions. A
passenger advisory was issued,
urging travelers to check with
their respective airlines for the
latest flight updates. “Low
visibility procedures are in

place at Delhi airport. Flight
operations remain normal.
Passengers are advised to
contact their airline for
updated flight details,” the
airport administration posted
on X.
Meanwhile, Delhi-NCR
schools on Tuesday switched
to the hybrid mode of
conducting classes following
the re-imposition of anti-
pollution measures under the
Stage IV of the Graded
Response Action Plan
(GRAP). According to the
revised GRAP schedule,
classes for students in grades
VI-IX and XI in Delhi,
Gurugram, Faridabad,
Ghaziabad and Gautam
Buddh Nagar must operate in
hybrid mode (physical and
online) under Stage IV.
However, students of class X
and XII have to attend school
in-person.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

Considering the plight of
the hassled homebuyers,

the Supreme Court on
Tuesday asked the Greater
Noida Industrial
Development Authority
(GNIDA) to submit a
proposal for grievance
redressal, and imposed Rs 5
lakh cost on it for failing to
file a timely response.
A Bench comprising Chief
Justice Sanjiv Khanna and
Justice Sanjay Kumar
expressed dissatisfaction over
the approach of GNIDA and
said, “You are responsible for
the mess. Of course,
developers made money from
the homebuyers. But that
does not condone your acts.”
The Bench said it may order a
CBI probe into the whole
“mess” if the GNIDA did not
come up with a plan to
redress the grievances of the
homebuyers. “You come up
with a plan in 10 days…
otherwise we will order a CBI
investigation… You will have
to ensure that interests of
homebuyers are safeguarded.
You are also part of the
problem. You allowed this
mess to be created,” the CJI
said.
The Bench suggested the
GNIDA to take over the
entire land, develop the
projects and give the flats to
the homebuyers. Seeking a
detailed affidavit from
GNIDA, the Bench asked it to
provide information
including the date of
allotment of the land and the
date of execution of the lease
deeds in favour of the private

company.
Besides seeking a
comprehensive proposal for
the homebuyers, the Bench
asked the GNIDA to give
information on why the
allotment of land was not
cancelled when the
developers violated the terms
of the projects.
Senior advocate Shoeb Alam,
appearing for over 800
homebuyers, said a PSU was
willing to develop the stalled
projects and pay up the dues
to GNIDA and others, and
moreover, no creditors or
investors would have to suffer
haircuts.
The top court was hearing
about 12 appeals arising out
of a National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)
judgment in relation to the
insolvency proceedings of
debt-ridden realty firm Earth
Infrastructure.
The NCLAT had declined a
plea of a batch of homebuyers
who challenged the NCLT’s
approval of Alpha Corp
Development’s bid to acquire
Earth Infrastructure. The
NCLAT had on June 8, 2021,
approved the resolution plan
from Alpha Corp
Development. The committee

of creditor of the Earth
Infrastructure had voted in
favour of Alpha Corp with a
majority of 99 per cent.
Due to the protracted legal
battle, five housing projects,
three in Greater Noida and
two in Gurugram, of the
realty firm are stalled leaving
hundreds of homebuyers in
the lurch. Earlier, Alpha Corp
had said it would invest
around Rs 900 crore to
complete the three stalled
projects of Earth
Infrastructure that it acquired
through the insolvency
process at Greater Noida.
The housing projects were
launched between 2010 and
2012, but were not completed
in the stipulated time period.
Approximately 2,900 units
were to be developed in these
projects. Ananta by Alpha
Corp (erstwhile Earth Copia),
Sector 112, Gurugram, is a
housing project launched in
February 2011; Earth
Sapphire Court, Greater
Noida, is a commercial
project launched in July 2010
and Earth Techone, located
on Yamuna Expressway in
Greater Noida, is a mixed
project launched in June
2012.

STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Monday disposed off a 16-

year-old case relating the
trademark of Delhi’s iconic
‘The Imperial’ hotel after the
members of Akoi family, who
own and operate the hotel,
reached a settlement.The
settlement acknowledged that
the trademark “Imperial” is
jointly owned by Hardev
Singh Akoi (50 per cent) and
his brother Jasdev Singh
Akoi’s children, Raidev Singh
Akoi (25 per cent), and
Gobind Singh Akoi (25 per
cent).
“In terms of the settlement,
the families of Hardev Singh
Akoi and late Jasdev Singh
Akoi admit/acknowledge that
as on date, Hardev Singh Akoi
[50%], Raidev Singh Akoi
[25%] and Gobind Singh Akoi
[25%] are the joint and
exclusive owners of the
trademark: Imperial and that
no one will separately apply or
have any rights in the
trademark: Imperial or any
other trade mark, trade name,
copyright, whether registered
or unregistered, identical or
deceptively similar,” said
Justice Mini Pushkarna of
Delhi High Court in the order.
The Imperial, New Delhi, is a
historic landmark that has
witnessed significant events
in India’s history. Established
in 1931, the hotel has been a
favourite among dignitaries
and celebrities alike. It was

founded by SBS Ranjit Singh,
who passed it on to Rajdev
Singh. Jasdev and Hardev
were the children of Rajdev
Singh. It was conceptualised
in 1934 and officially opened
in 1936 by Lord Willingdon,
the Viceroy of India.
During India’s struggle for
Independence, the hotel
served as a meeting place for
prominent leaders like
Mahatma Gandhi and
Jawaharlal Nehru. The Round
Table Conferences, crucial
discussions between British
and Indian leaders, were held
there. Post-independence, the
hotel continued to be a hub
for political and social
gatherings.
The HC also found the
settlement terms lawful and
confirmed that no other
disputes related to the
trademark were pending. The
parties agreed not to make
individual applications for or
claim rights in the trademark
or any deceptively similar
marks.

“It is submitted on behalf of
the parties that during the
pendency of the present
proceedings, in order to
maintain family peace,
harmony and goodwill, all the
family members have
mutually agreed to settle the
present suit amicably,” read
the order.
The HC accepted the
settlement, decreeing the suit
based on the agreed terms. It
directed that the application,
containing the original
signatures of all parties, be
placed in the case file. The
Court also instructed that a
decree sheet be drawn up and
canceled all pending hearings.
The dispute concerns the
trademark “Imperial” and its
lion logo, which were
considered symbols of a
prestigious hotel’s goodwill.
Brothers Hardev Singh Akoi
and Jasdev Singh Akoi, joint
owners of the hotel, disagreed
over certain alterations to the
trademark and its use.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

With controversies
following the medical

entrance exams every year,
the Centre on Tuesday said
the Education and Health
Ministry is deliberating
whether to conduct medical
entrance exam NEET-UG
offline, or in online mode,
and a decision in this regard is
expected soon. Union
Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan has
held two rounds of talks with
the Union Health Minister JP
Nadda in this regard.
Currently, NEET-UG is
conducted offline, wherein
students have to solve
multiple choice questions on
an OMR sheet. The National
Eligibility cum Entrance Test
(NEET) is the largest entrance
exam in the country in terms
of the number of candidates
appearing for the test. In
2024, a record over 24 lakh
candidates took the exam.
While NEET was under the
scanner over several
irregularities, including
alleged leaks, UGC-NET was
cancelled as the ministry
received inputs that the
integrity of the exam had
been compromised. Both
matters are being probed by
the CBI. Two other exams,
CSIR-UGC NET and NEET
PG - were cancelled at the last
moment as a pre-emptive
step.
Pradhan also said the

National Testing Agency
(NTA) will not conduct any
recruitment exams from
2025, instead focus only on
higher education entrance
tests. The agency will be
restructured next year and
new posts are being created.
The move is part of
examination reforms based
on the recommendations of a
high-level panel set up earlier
this year following alleged
leaks in the National
Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test
(NEET) medical entrance
exam and a series of
cancellations of others due to
suspected leaks and other
glitches.
“The administrative ministry
of NEET is the Health
Ministry and hence we are in
talks with them about
whether NEET should be
conducted in pen and paper
mode or online mode. We
have had two rounds of talks

with the Health Ministry led
by JP Nadda. Whatever
option will be considered best
suited for conducting the
exam, NTA is ready to
undertake the exercise,”
Pradhan told a Special Press
briefing on the current state
on primary, secondary, higher
and technical education in the
country.
The Minister said a decision
in this regard is expected soon
and the reforms will be
implemented in the 2025
edition of the exam. “What
will be NEET’s methodology,
what will be the protocol...A
decision is expected soon. We
will notify it soon,” he added.
The NTA conducts the NEET
every year for admission into
medical colleges. A total of
1,08,000 seats are available for
the MBSS course. Of the seats
available for the MBBS
course, approximately 56,000
seats are in government

hospitals and about 52,000 are
in private colleges.
Admissions to undergraduate
courses in Dentistry,
Ayurveda, Unani, and Siddha
also utilise the results of the
NEET for admission.
The idea of switching to
Computer Based Test (CBT)
mode for NEET is not new
and has been deliberated
several times before. However,
the push for the exam reforms
came following the paper leak
controversy earlier this year.
In the line of fire over alleged
irregularities in NEET and
PhD entrance NET, the
Centre had in July set up the
panel to ensure transparent,
smooth and fair conduct of
examinations by NTA.
According to the high-level
panel headed by former ISRO
Chief R Radhakrishnan,
multi-stage testing for NEET-
UG could be a viable
possibility that needs to be
followed up. “An acceptable
framework with threshholds
and test objectives of scoring
and ranking at each stage, and
number of attempts etc. May
be evolved,” the panel has
recommended in its report.
A DIGI-EXAM system to
check impersonation, multi-
stage and multi-session
testing, test centre allocation
policy, setting up secured test
centres in each district and
mobile testing centres in rural
and remote areas are among
the recommendations made
by the high-level panel. 

MOHIT KANDHARI n JAMMU

Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah's warm

hospitality has become the
talk of the town in the
corridors of power in Jammu
and Kashmir. Last week when
the CM hosted members of
civil society at his official
residence in Jammu he not
only threw open the gates of
his residence for the common
citizens, but also invited a
team of Kashmiri Chefs
(Wazas) to cook sumptuous
Kashmiri Wazwan, a multi-
course meal. 
It was after a long gap the
guests at the official residence
of the Chief Minister were
treated with non-vegetarian
food in Jammu. In addition to
this, the newly elected CM

also hosted members of
different delegations, resource
persons heading different
committees, and
academicians, along with
other prominent citizens at

his residence. 
Post Abrogation of Article
370 and 35-A, the gatherings
at the Raj Bhawan hosted by
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha were commonly served

only vegetarian meals/snacks. 
A famous local caterer was
also engaged by the Union
Territory (UT)
administration to organize
lavish dinners and luncheon
meetings to suit the taste buds
of guests from different walks
of life. The famous cuisines of
different neighboring states of
Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan,
and Uttar Pradesh were also
given preference. 
The traditional meat Kebabs
and other non-vegetarian
delicacies were replaced with
Veg kebabs and other
culinary delights on the
regular menu.  
Sharing his experience of
breaking bread in the
company of the CM, an
eminent citizen told The
Pioneer, "All those who

attended the meeting were
escorted by the Chief
Minister himself inside the
dining area where a lavish
meal was served. Omar
interacted with almost
everyone present there and
gave them a patient hearing.
In the past, he remained
occupied with his ministerial
colleagues and other VVIP
guests. But this time we met a
different version of Omar
Abdullah. He was more
polite, courteous, and
accommodating". 
Former Chief Ministers Dr
Farooq Abdullah, Mufti
Mohd Sayeed, Ghulam Nabi
Azad, and Mehbooba Mufti
were equally hospitable and
frequently met guests at their
residences to interact over
lunch and dinner meetings.

PARVESH SHARMA n GURUGRAM

The Gurugram Traffic police has issued a
challan of Rs 15,500 against Bollywood

rapper Badshah while en route to Punjabi
singer Karan Aujla’s concert in Gurugram for
driving on the wrong side of the road. The
singer was reportedly riding a Mahindra Thar
to reach Karan Aujla’s concert in Gurugram on
December 15, of which he was a part.

It is being said that the singer’s convoy,
comprising three cars, was reportedly driving
on the wrong side of the road and disobeyed
traffic norms, this led to outrage on social
media.
However, it is being said that the vehicle did
not belong to the rapper and was registered in
the name of a youth from Panipat. After the
post went viral, Gurugram traffic police took
notice and issued a challan.
“3 vehicles of Punjabi singer Karan Aujla’s
convoy are going on the wrong side towards
Airia Mall, and the bouncers are also
misbehaving with the people, but Gurugram
police are sleeping,” an X user wrote.
To this, Gurugram police replied, “Challan has
been generated on 16.12.2024 against wrong
side driving according to MV Act.” “A challan
of Rs 15,500 has been issued against one
vehicle remaining two of the convoy are being
identified. Soon fines under the MV (Motor
Vehicle) Act 2019 will be issued against them
as well,” said a traffic police officer on the
condition of anonymity.

STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

More than 30 schools in
Delhi received bomb

threats through e-mails on
Tuesday, marking the second
such alarming incident this
week and the fifth within just
nine days leaving students,
staff, and authorities on edge
in the National Capital.
According to police sources,
more than 30 schools
including The Indian School
in South Delhi, Ambience
Public School in Safdarjung
Enclave, Dilshad Public
School in Dilshad Garden and
Crescent School in outer
Delhi, reported that bomb
threats were received by
police authorities.
On Monday, around 20
schools including DPS RK
Puram, Gyan Bharati School
in Saket and Ryan
International School in
Vasant Kunj among others
had received threat emails.

Winter haze shrouds National Capital

Omar Abdullah lays out a welcoming Wazwan

Will NEET-UG exam be conducted online soon?

Photo: PIB

Photo: Ranjan Dimri/The Pioneer

File photo: PTI

An Imperial legacy
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I, Jagbir Singh S/o Zile 

Singh R/o 460/26, West Ram 

Nagar, Sonipat, Haryana has 

disowned my son Amit, his wife 

Tamanna & their childrens from 

my all movable-immovable 

property as they are out of my 

control. In future, if anybody deals 

with them, he/she will do at their 

own risk. 

I, Vinod Chaudhary S/o Sh. 

Deena Nath R/o H.No. 847, 

Sector 25, Part 2, HUDA, Panipat, 

declare that  my son Vinay 

Gumbar and daughters Sheya 

Gumbar and Pinky Gumbar are all 

out of my control. I evict all of them 

from my movable and immovable 

property. Anyone who deals with 

them in future will be responsible 

for it. 

I, Maan Singh Saraown S/o 

Avtar Singh Saraown R/o H.No- 

353 Sainik Vihar Indira Colony 

(now Shakti Colony) Near 

Gurdwara, Jandli  Ambala City  

inform that my Son Sukhwant 

Singh Saraown, his wife  Preetam 

Kaur Alias Mona and his son 

Himranjeet Singh  Alias Harry are 

out  of  my control. So I disown all 

of them with my movable and 

immovable properties.  I and my 

family will not be responsible for 

any kind of transaction or legal or 

illegal work done by them. 

I, Pushpa Devi, W/o Sh. 

Ram Dayal, R/o 2603/18, Peer 

MandirWali, Gali, Bake 

BihariMandir, Khujar Nagar, 

Panipat, declare that my nephew 

Deepak Bansal and his wife 

SoniMorya, who, after hearing 

from our family, They are outside 

and fighting. That's why I break 

my relations with them. In the 

future, if he does any illegal work 

or does anybody deals with him 

shall do at their own risk in future. 

I, Pushpa Devi, W/o Sh. 

Ram Dayal, R/o 2603/18, Peer 

MandirWali, Gali, Bake 

BihariMandir, Khujar Nagar, 

Panipat, declare that my nephew 

Sanjay Bansal and he is 

unmarried, who, after hearing 

from our family, they are outside 

and fighting. That's why I break 

my relations with them. In the 

future, if he does any illegal work 

or does anybody deals with him 

shall do at their own risk in future. 

We Ashok Kumar S/o 

Bhagwan Das Chhabra and 

Veena W/o Ashok Kumar R/o 

House No. 1123, Alpine City 

Kharar SAS Nagar Punjab declare 

that our Son Gagan Chhabra and 

his wife Swati are out of our 

control. So we disown them from 

all our moveable/ immovable 

properties. If anybody deals with 

them they will do their own risk/ 

responsibility. We and our family 

members are not responsible for 

their any activity or deed. 

We Jaivir S/o Sh. Motiram & 

Smt.Sudesh W/o Jaivir R/o  Mor 

patti Narwana Tehsil Narwana & 

district Jind I have to declared that 

my Sourabh is out of my control. I 

disown my son from all my 

movable and immovable 

properties. Anybody dealing with 

them will responsible at own risk. 

I, Luxmi Devi Widow Zile 

Singh Vill.Kakrala Gujran Tehsil 

Pehowa, Kurukshetra My Son Raj 

Kumar is out of my control. I, 

disown them  from all my 

moveable and immoveable 

properties. If Anybody deals with 

him at Their Own risk. 

I, Kusam Devi  w/o Sh. Ram 

Avadh, House No. 2814, Sector 

56, Palsora, Chandigarh, and 

House No 472, Village Badmajra, 

Distt. Mohali hereby declare that 

my son Rakesh and his wife 

Sakshi and their two children 

Shimon and Rubeen are out of my 

control. So I disown them from my 

movable and immovable property. 

In future anybody deals with them 

will be responsible himself/herself. 

म�, सुषमा रानी प�ी राजकुमार 

िनवासी िनयर पुिलस चौकी, इ��रा 

काॅलोनी, िहसार �ान करती �ॅ िक मेरा 

पु� िव�ी और उसकी प�ी पूनम दोनो ं

मेरे कहने सुनने से बाहर ह%। अतः म% मेरे 

पु� िव�ी तथा उसकी प�ी पूनम को 

अपनी चल अचल स*ित से बेदखल 

करती �ॅ। भिव- म. इनसे िकसी भी 

/कार का लेन देन करने वाला 0यं 

िज1ेवार होगा, मेरी व मेरे प3रवार की 

कोई िज1ेवारी नही ंहोगी।     

म�, फतेह िसंह पु� 0. 5ी /ताप 

िसंह िनवासी गांव मीरकां तहसील व 

िजला िहसार �ान करता �ॅ िक मेरा बेटा 

सुखवीर िसंह और पु�वधू 0ीटी दोनो ं

मेरे कहने सुनने से बाहर ह%। अतः म% मेरे 

लड़के सुखवीर िसंह तथा पु�वधू 0ीटी 

को अपनी चल अचल स*ित से बेदखल 

करता �ॅ। भिव- म. इनसे िकसी भी 

/कार का लेन देन करने वाला 0यं 

िज1ेवार होगा, मेरी व मेरे प3रवार की 

कोई िज1ेवारी नही ंहोगी।      

I Prem Chand S/o Shyam 

Lal R/o H.no.942/z Kasauli Road 

Kalka Tehsil Kalka Distt 

Panchkula  Have Changed My 

Minor Son Name Shashi Kant 

Paul to Sarthak. 

I, Abhimanyu Kumar S/o 

Sh. Chandirika Prasad Singh Rio 

Village Gholu Majra, Tehsil Dera 

Bassi, Distt. SAS Nagar, (PB)-

140506, declared that in my 

Passport number is B3000102, 

my father name wrongly 

mentioned as Chandirika Singh, 

whereas his correct name is 

Chandirika Prasad Singh. 

I, Ex No-14597541-F, Rank-

Nk, Name-Shamsher Singh. 

Residence Of - #- 200, Rajpuit 

Mohalla, Tehsil-Morinda, District-

Rupnagar, State- Punjab Declare 

That I Change My Wife's Name 

Rano Chauhan To Urmila Devi 

And Date Of Birth (09-07-1968 To 

10-09-1965) 

This is for general 

information that I, Mukesh Kumar 

s/o Nafe Singh R/o Village  

Kakana Bhadhri ,Gohana 

,Sonipat,  Haryana-131301 

declare that my son's Suraj  In the 

10th class educational documents 

it is written as Mukesh. whereas  

real name is Mukesh Kumar 

which can be modified 

accordingly. This is to certify that 

I have complied with other legal 

requirements in this regard. 

I, Rekha Devi Chhangya M/o 

No- 15254996F Rank- Sep 

Mohan Chhangya R/o Ward 

No.12, Makan 108, Madanvadi, 

Polaykalan, Pagrawad Kalan PO 

Polai Kalan, Distt Shajapur  (MP) 

-465116 declare that in my Son’s 

Army service documents,  my  

name wrongly recorded as 

Rerkha Chhangya. My correct 

name is Rekha Devi Chhangya 

Vide affidavit Dated 17.12.2024 

Before Notary Public, Gurdaspur  

(Punjab) 

I, Raj Bala Wd/o No. IC - 

38056W Capt (Late) Sh. Satyavir 

Singh Balhra R/o H.No. 464 A/30, 

Dev Colony, Rohtak -124001 

(Haryana) declare that my name 

Raj Balhra is wrongly mentioned 

in my late husband Army record. 

But my correct & actual name is 

Raj Bala. vide affidavit dated 

17.12.2024 before Notary Public 

Rohtak. 

I, Smt Ranjit Kaur widow of 

JC-177794L Ex- Nb Sub Mukhtiar 

Singh resident of Village Dhabali, 

Po Bassian Brahman, Tehsil 

Kharar, Distt SAS Nagar (Punjab) 

hereby declare that name of my 

daughter recorded in Army 

documents as Kuljit Kaur and 

date of birth 17 Aug 1984 which is 

incorrect. Correct name is 

Kuldeep Kaur and date of birth is 

24 Apr 1984. Please note. 

I, Smt Lachhmi widow of No 

4444639 Ex- Sep Ajaib Singh 

resident of village Barauli, PO 

Kalewal, Tehsil Kharar, Distt SAS 

Nagar (Punjab) hereby declare I 

have changed my name from 

Lachhman Kaur to Lachhmi which 

is as per my civil PPO, Aadhar 

Card and PAN Card. Please note. 

I, No. JC 511638P Rank 

Sub. Karamjit Singh S/o Harneel 

Singh, 8 SIKH LI C/o 56 APO R/o 

Village Khacharan, PO Rameana, 

Distt. Faridkot, Punjab, India 

declare that in my army service 

record my daughter name 

mentioned as Harmanjot Kaur 

Aashu but her true and correct 

name as per her documents is 

Harmanjot Kaur. 

It is for general information 

that I Kamaldeep Kaur W/o 

Amandeep Singh R/o Som Sons 

Colony, Malerkotla, District 

Malerkotla, Punjab-148023 

declares that in my daughter 

Manrose Kaur Sangha aged 17 

years in her 10th Class Mark 

Sheet and Certificates, the name 

of mine has been wrongly written 

as Kamaldeep Kaur Sangha. The 

actual name of mine is 

Kamaldeep Kaur, which may be 

amended accordingly. 

It is for general information 

that I Amandeep Singh S/o 

Gurdev Singh R/o Som Sons 

Colony, Malerkotla, District 

Malerkotla, Punjab-148023 

declares that in my daughter 

Manrose Kaur Sangha aged 17 

years in her 10th Class Mark 

Sheet and Certificates, the name 

of mine has been wrongly written 

as Amandeep Singh Sangha. The 

actual name of mine is Amandeep 

Singh, which may be amended 

accordingly. 

म�, अजय पु� 5ी औम/काश 

िनवासी खेदड़, तहसील बरवाला, िजला 

िहसार �ान करता �ॅ िक मेरे :ूल 

/माण प� म. मेरा नाम अजय बीर है 

लेिकन मेरे आधार काड? म. मेरा नाम 

अजय है। अजय व अजय बीर दोनो ंनाम 

एक ही A�B के है। मुझे दोनो ंनामो ंसे 

जाना जाता है जो िक सही है। 

It is for general Information 

that I Punkit S/O ravinder 

chaudhary S/o Satpal residing 

307 B, Old DSP Road, 

Fatehabad Tehsil and District 

Fatehabad (125050), Haryana 

declare that name of my father 

has been wrongly written 

Ravinedr Choudhary in my 10th 

educational documents. The 

actual name of my Father is 

Ravinder Chaudhary respectively 

which may be amended 

accordingly. It is certified that I 

have completed with other legal 

requirements in this connect. 

I, Manju Gautam W/o Sh. 

Pratik R/o House No.3263, 

Maloya Colony, (UT), Chandigarh 

have changed my name from 

Manju Gautam to Manju. 

I, Balwinder Signh S/o Teja 

Singh R/o Vill: Sangrai P.O.: 

Panjgraian, Teh. Batala, Distt. 

Gurdaspur have changed my 

name from Balwinder Signh to 

Balwinder Singh. Concerned 

Note. 

I, Jaspal Singh S/o Swaran 

Singh R/o V.P.O: Gujjarpura, Teh. 

Batala Distt. Gurdaspur declare 

that Jaspal  is my given name and 

Singh is my Surname. Concerned 

note. 

I Harjinder Singh S/o 

Hardial Singh resident of Village 

Durali, Tehsil & Distt. SAS Nagar 

(Mohali) have changed my name 

from Harjinder Singh Kamboj to 

Harjinder Singh. All concerned 

please note. 

I, Seema Devi wife of Sh. 

Arun Kumar Resident of village 

Jubal Chandesh (132), Tehsil 

Rajgarh, District Sirmaur, 

Himachal Pradesh declare that I 

have changed the name of my 

Son from Rishabh Chauhan to 

Abhyuday Chauhan. In future my 

son should be known as 

Abhyuday Chauhan. all 

concerned please may note. 

I, Dinesh Kumar Yadav S/o 

Chuman Yadav R/o 60, Gobind 

Vihar, Sasouli Road, Jagadhri 

Work Shop, Yamuna Nagar have 

changed my name from Dinesh 

Kumar Yadav to Dinesh Yadav. 

I, Rinku S/o Ram Kumar # 

5427, Maloya, Chandigarh. Have 

changed my name to Rinku 

Solanki. 

I, Singh Dharmpreet S/o 

Ranjeet Singh R/o Vill Singhpura 

(Gurdaspur) have changed my 

name to Dharmpreet Singh. 

Concerned note. 

I Anju W/o Sh. Kuldeep 

Singh R/o Vill. Garhi Bhalaur, 

Tehsil Bapoli, Distt. Panipat, I 

have changed my name from 

Anjubala to Anju for all future 

purposes. 

I, Preety D/o Jaswinder 

Singh R/o H.No. 36, Shri Guru 

Hargobind Nagar, Naloyan, 

Dasuya Road, Distt. Hoshiarpur 

have changed my name from 

Preety to Harpreet Kaur. 

Concerned note.  

I, Smt. Bachan Kaur W/o 

No. 13734563 Late Rfn Sohan 

Singh R/o VPO Rahana Kalan 

Tehsil & Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab 

have changed my name from 

Bachan Kaur to Harbhajan Kaur.  

I, Smt. Sukhvinder  Kaur 

W/o No. 1552483W Ex Nk 

Bakshish Singh R/o VPO Khudda 

Tehsil Dasuya Distt. Hoshiarpur 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Sukhvinder Kaur to 

Sukhwinder Kaur.  

I, Baljinder Singh S/o 

Rampal Singh R/o Village 

Jangliana, PO Bham Tehsil 

Garhshankar Distt. Hoshiarpur 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Baljinder Singh to Singh 

Baljinder. Concerned note. 

I, Deepak s/o Malk Singh r/o 

VPO Fransi, Tehsil & District 

Hisar declare that in my driving 

licence my father's name wrongly 

mentioned as Malik Singh But my 

father's correct name is Malk 

Singh. Now I am going to make it 

correct in my driving licence my 

father's name as Malk Singh. 

I, Sonu s/o Satpal r/o 

Dhangar, Tehsil & District 

Fatehabad declare that in my 

10th HBSE Marksheet my date of 

birth mentioned 25.11.2004 which 

is wrong. While my correct date 

of birth is 24.11.2004 as per my 

all other government documents. 

Now I want to make it correct in 

my 10th HBSE Marksheet as 

24.11.2004 

I, Lakhvir Singh S/o Jagir 

Singh R/o Village Beli Changan, 

PO Nangal Bhoor, Pathankot 

declare that I have changed the 

name of my minor son from Mahir 

to Mahir Singh. 

I, Lakhvir Singh S/o Jagir 

Singh R/o Village Beli Changan, 

PO Nangal Bhoor, Pathankot 

declare that I have changed the 

name of my minor son from 

Aarush to Aarush Singh. 

I Sarbjit Singh S/o Harbans 

Singh, House 1342, Sector 20-B, 

Chandigarh have changed my 

name from Sarbjit Singh to Sarbjit 

Singh Mann. 

I, Chhote Lal S/o Maharaj 

Deen # 6590-A, Sector 56, 

Palsaura, Chandigarh have 

changed my name to Chotte Lal. 

I, Ram Kumar, s/o Sh. 

Banwari, r/o village Dehra, tehsil 

Samalkha district Panipat, 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Ram Kanwar to Ram 

Kumar. In future I may be known 

as Ram Kumar. 

I hitherto known as Milan 

S/O Mangat Ram Residing at 

Village- Lehal,  Post- Dhariwal, 

Distt- Gurdaspur,  Punjab, 

143519, have changed my name 

and shall hereafter be known as 

Milan Bhagat. 

I Gulshan Kumar S/o 

Ramlal Multani R/o House No. 

771, Sector 13-17, HUDA, 

Panipat have changed my name 

from Gulshan Kumar Arora to 

Gulshan Kumar for all future 

purposes.  

I  Neelam Choudhary W/o  

Sh. Yash Pal Chaudhary  R/o 

H.No-1219, Sec-9, Urban Estate 

Ambala city have changed my 

name from Neelam Choudhary to 

Neelam. 

We, Sudesh Kumar son of 

sh. Rishi Pal and Sanju Rani wife 

of Sh. Sudesh Kumar Resident 

House/ Plot No. 6, Near Mahira 

Greens, Dairy Complex Kawli, 

Ambala City, Tehsil & Distt. 

Ambala, Haryana have changed 

my minor son’s name from son  

Raghav Bhoriya to Raghav 

Bhoria . 

I Mohit S/o Pawan Kumar 

R/o H.No-1214 Sector-9, Ambala 

City, Haryana 134003 have 

changed my name from Mohit to 

Mohit Singla. 

I Kewal Krishan S/o Moten 

Dass R/o House No 374/319 

Model Town Ambala City, 

Haryana 134003 have changed 

my name from Kewal Krishan to 

Kewal  Chand.   

I Parvin Kumar S/O Sham 

Lal R/O Vill Sirsama Po Bir 

Mathana Distt Kurukshetra 

Haryana I Have Changed My 

Name From Parvin Kumar To  

Parveen Kumar.  

I Kusum Lata W/o Mohit 

Singla R/o H.No-1214 Sector-9, 

Ambala City, Haryana 134003 

have changed my name from 

Kusum Lata to Kusum Rani . 

I, Tejbir S/o Ramdhari R/o 

379, village Barauli District 

Panipat, Haryana, 132103, have 

changed my name from Tejbir to 

Tejbir Singh. 

I, Beena Devi S/o 

Goverdhan R/o 25/2, Sujapur, 

Hariyana, Mahendragarh, 

Ganiar(23), Haryana- 123021, 

declare that name of mine, my 

husband and my minor son has 

been wrongly written as Beena, 

Goverdhan Singh and Nikit 

Kumar in my minor son Nikit 

aged 14 Years in his school 

records. The actual name of 

mine, my husband and my minor 

son are Beena Devi, Goverdhan 

and Nikit respectively. 

I, hitherto known as Tejpal 

S/o Narender Singh R/o 1013, 

near gurdwara, Sanch, Kaithal, 

Haryana, 136042, have changed 

my name and shall hereafter be 

known as Tejpal Singh. 

I, Arvind Kumar S/o Sh. 

Jaipal Singh R/o H. No. 517, 

Sector 9-11, Hisar, Haryana 

declare that I have changed the 

name of my son from  Ojas  to  

Ojas Bhar. In future my son shall 

be known as Ojas Bhar for all 

future purpose.  

I, Surender Kumar S/o Sh. 

Trilok Chand R/o Naiyo wala 

Chowk, Hansi, Distt. Hisar 

declare that I am known as 

Surender Kumar and Sunender 

Kumar, both are my names. In 

future I will be known as 

Surender Kumar for all purposes. 

I, Ram Kishan Bansal S/o 

Sh. Hazari Lal R/o H. No. 1322, 

Sector 16-17, Hisar, Haryana 

declare that I have changed my 

name from Ram Kishan to Ram 

Kishan Bansal. In future known 

to me  Ram Kishan Bansal  for all 

purpose.  

I, Sugni W/o Dharam Singh 

R/o Village Morka Tehsil Siwani, 

Distt. Bhiwani have changed my 

name to Sugni to Sugna Devi 

and Dharam Singh to Dharma for 

all future purposes. 

I, Parveen Kumar  S/o Sh. 

Ram Parkash  R/o H. No. 7 C, 

Rishi Nagar, Urban Estate-2, 

Hisar (Haryana) declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Parveen Kumar  to Parveen 

Kumar Grover  for all future 

purposes. 

I, Bindu W/o Sh. Parveen 

Kumar Grover  R/o H. No. 7 C, 

Rishi Nagar, Urban Estate-2, 

Hisar (Haryana) declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Bindu to  Bindiya Grover  for all 

future purposes. 

I, Nirmla Devi W/o No. 

JC812788W Subedar Balbeer 

Prasad Yadav (Serviceman) R/o 

Plot No. 10, Niwaru Link Road, 

Teza Vihar Colony, Niwaru, 

Jaipur Rajasthan- 302012 have 

changed my name from Nirmala 

Devi to Nirmla Devi vide affidavit 

dated 16.12.2024 before Distt. 

Session Court, Hisar 

I, Darbari M/o No. 

19000917H Rank Hav Dawinder 

Singh S/o Kulwant Singh R/o 

Village Wazirpur Afganan Distt 

Gurdaspur, Punjab presently 

serving in 16th Bn. The Sikh 

Regt. Have changed my name 

from Parvari Kaur to Darbari due 

to wrongly entered in my son’s 

Army service record. 

I,  Anit Kumar R/o Village 

Nayabans Mahayatpur, Garhi PO 

Gulaothi Tehsil and Distt 

Bulandshahr (UP) PIN-245408, 

India have changed my father 

name from Kanwar Pal Singh to 

Kunwar Pal Singh (DOB 

02.04.1955)  due to wrong name 

record in Army Service record. 

I, Suresh Taxak S/o Hari 

Singh  R/o Village Bambora 

Tehsil Kishangarhbas Distt 

Khiarthal Tijara (Rajasthan) India 

declare that in my Army service 

record my daughter’s name 

wrongly recorded as Khushi 

Taxak. Her correct name is 

Khushi (DOB 12.03.2010). 

Classifieds
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Apre-dawn explosion rocked
the Islamabad Police

Station in Amritsar on Tuesday
reigniting concerns over secu-
rity threats targeting law
enforcement establishments in
Punjab. The incident, which
occurred at around 3:15 am, has
been linked to gangsters and
pro-Khalistan elements, with
gangster Jeewan Fauji claiming
responsibility in a widely cir-
culated audio message on social
media.

Punjab DGP Gaurav Yadav,
who visited the site hours after
the blast, confirmed the attack
and assured the public of a
comprehensive investigation.
He emphasized the importance
of leveraging both human and
technical intelligence to identi-
fy and apprehend the perpe-
trators. “This act of violence is
not just an attack on the police
but a challenge to the rule of law
in Punjab,” he said during a
high-level meeting with senior
police officials in Amritsar.

DGP Yadav directed the
officers concerned to ensure
professional policing and take
strict action against the perpe-
trators. “The officers should use
both technical and human intel-
ligence to detect and apprehend
those responsible for the attack,”
he said, while asking them to
identify common trends and
patterns in such heinous crimes

and conduct investigations in a
scientific manner, utilizing all
the technical and forensic tools
for detection of crimes to
ensure convictions of accused
persons.

In an audio message that
surfaced shortly after the attack,
Jeewan Fauji, a known associ-
ate of Khalistani terrorist Happy
Passia, claimed that the attack
was a “trailer” of what could fol-
low if the Punjab Police and
government did not cease their
alleged “atrocities”. Fauji
warned, “This is a direct mes-
sage to the police and the gov-
ernment. You have invaded
our homes, jailed our families.
Now, we will respond in kind.
The full film is yet to come.”

While no injuries or signif-
icant damage were reported, the
symbolic nature of the attack
underscored an emboldened
campaign by anti-state actors.
Amritsar Commissioner of
Police Gurpreet Singh Bhullar
assured the public that investi-
gators are closing in on the cul-
prits, with significant progress
already made. “We will soon
reveal key findings and bring
the attackers to justice,” Bhullar
remarked, highlighting the
arrests of several gang members
in recent weeks.

The Islamabad Police
Station blast is the fourth in a
series of attacks targeting police
establishments in Punjab. On
December 4, a grenade blast at

Majitha Police Station in
Amritsar shattered windows
but caused no injuries.
Khalistani elements claimed
responsibility, branding it part
of a broader campaign against
the police.

Before that, on November
28, a similar grenade attack
occurred at Gurbakhsh Police
Post in Amritsar. Again,
Khalistani groups took credit for
the attack via social media
posts. On November 23-24, an
IED was planted outside Ajnala
Police Station but failed to det-
onate due to technical issues.
CCTV footage revealed two
suspects planting the explo-
sive, later identified as associates
of Happy Passia and Gopi
Navanshariya.

These attacks, while causing
limited physical damage, have
heightened anxiety among res-
idents and exposed vulnerabil-
ities in Punjab’s security frame-
work.
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Prior to these incidents,
the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) had reportedly
alerted the Punjab Police about
potential terrorist attacks on
police stations. The report high-
lighted the resurgence of
Khalistani elements using tac-
tics reminiscent of the 1984
insurgency, including the use of
“dead drop” models to smuggle

explosives. Despite these warn-
ings, the recent spate of attacks
raises questions about the effec-
tiveness of preventive measures.
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In response to the escalat-
ing threats, DGP Yadav has
directed law enforcement to
adopt a multi-pronged approach
to counter-terrorism. During his
visit to Amritsar, Yadav chaired
a strategy session with officers
from border districts, empha-
sizing the need for scientific
investigation methods, use of
forensic tools, and a focus on
organized crime.  DGP Yadav
also highlighted the signifi-
cance of community coopera-
tion in combatting such threats.
The recently launched ‘Safe
Punjab Anti-Drug Helpline’
(9779100200) is part of this
strategy, encouraging citizens to
report suspicious activities
anonymously.  Also reviewing
the law and order situation of
the border districts and taking
stock of the progress achieved
in previous attacks on police
establishments, DGP Yadav
said: “All the previous cases of
attacks on the Police establish-
ments including IED implant at
Ajnala Police Station and hand
grenade attack at Police Post
Asron in Nawanshahr have
been solved successfully and
accused persons have been
arrested.”
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Ahead of the Winter Session
of the state Assembly,

Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu, who reached
Dharamshala, said that the gov-
ernment was prepared for the
session and asked the opposition
to raise issues of public concern
for the benefit of the people of
the state. He added that instead
of creating ruckus and staging
walk-outs, the opposition must
perform its duties inside the
house by taking part in mean-
ingful discussions.

Sukhu said that it has been
observed that during the last few
sessions of the Vidhan Sabha, the
opposition raises its matter in the
House and stages walkout at the

time of reply by the minister. He
asked the opposition to respon-
sibly adhere to the constitution-
al norms and duties inside the
House. He further stated that the
opposition is divided on sever-
al issues and lacks coordination.

While replying to a media
query, the Chief Minister stated
that some MLAs of the BJP were
plotting against Leader of
Opposition Jai Ram Thakur and
as a result he was not present in
the all-party meeting. He said
that it was a norm that Vidhan
Sabha Chairman calls a meeting
of representatives of all the par-
ties before the session com-
mences. If Jai Ram Thakur could
not make it due to some reason,
he should have sent a party rep-
resentative to the meeting, but
this time it did not happen
which was against the norms.
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The ongoing farmers’ protest
took a sharp turn on

Tuesday as the farmers reject-
ed any engagement with the
Supreme Court-appointed
committee, insisting that dis-
cussions would be held only
with the Central Government.
The decision came as the health
of farmer leader Jagjit Singh
Dallewal, who has been on an
indefinite hunger strike for 22
days demanding a legal guar-
antee on Minimum Support
Price (MSP), has worsened to
the critical levels. Adding to the
rising tension, farmer unions
have announced to hold a
statewide ‘Rail Roko’ agitation
on Wednesday (December 18).

The unrest has intensified
at the Shambhu border, where
clashes with the Haryana Police,
in the recent past, left over 40
farmers injured while they were
making attempts to cross the
border proceeding towards
Delhi.

The farmers’ agitation has
also reached a critical juncture
as the Supreme Court is all set
to hear two pivotal petitions on
Wednesday (December 18) —
one, seeking the reopening of
the Shambhu border, blocked
for over 10 months; and anoth-
er, addressing Dallewal’s alarm-
ing health condition.

Despite the Apex Court’s
intervention and the establish-
ment of a mediation commit-

tee, farmers have expressed
disillusionment, accusing the
panel of insensitivity and lack
of concrete action.
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In a strongly-worded letter
addressed to the SC committee
head Nawab Singh, farmer
leader Dallewal and his team
outlined their reasons for refus-
ing to engage in talks. The let-
ter, penned by the Sanyukt
Kisan Morcha (non-political)
and Kisan Majdoor Morcha
(KMM) amid its leader
Dallewal’s hunger strike, high-
lighted four major grievances of
the farmers.

Dallewal, in his two-page
letter, reminded the committee
of his 22-day hunger strike, ini-
tiated on November 26 at the
Khanauri border, underlining
the deteriorating medical
updates shared with them.
“Despite my worsening condi-
tion, the committee made no
efforts to address my concerns
or visit the protest site,” said
Dallewal.

The letter also condemned
police brutality against farmers
attempting, thrice, peaceful
march at the Shambhu border.
Over 40 farmers were injured in
the three separate incidents.
The letter accused the panel of
neglecting their responsibility to
ensure fair treatment and dia-
logue.

Dallewal also criticized the

committee for its perceived
“lack of seriousness”, alleging
that it was formed as a “mere
formality”. Despite initial
respect shown by farmers, the
Committee failed to visit key
protest sites or engage mean-
ingfully, leading to a loss of
trust, he added.

Lastly, the letter unequivo-
cally stated that future talks
would only occur with the
Central Government. Farmers
expressed disappointment over
the Committee’s “insensitivity”,
emphasizing that their focus
remains on achieving justice
and tangible results, not on
symbolic gestures.
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As Dallewal’s hunger strike
entered its 22nd day, his con-
dition has become precarious,
with alarming medical reports
raising fears of irreversible
damage. A medical bulletin
issued by a team of doctors at
the protest site revealed severe
dehydration, muscle weakness,
and dangerously low blood
pressure. Doctors warned that
his organs, including the liver
and kidneys, are showing signs
of strain, and any further delay
in medical intervention could
prove fatal.

Dr Sukhman, leading the
medical team monitoring
Dallewal, expressed grave con-
cerns, noting that his recovery
might still be challenging even

if the hunger strike ends imme-
diately. “His body has weakened
significantly, and the risk of a
silent heart attack is high. We
are urging immediate medical
care,” the doctor stated.

Despite the medical warn-
ings, Dallewal has shown no
signs of relenting, reinforcing
his commitment to the farmers’
cause. Farmer unions, while
supporting his resolve, have
urged the government to act
swiftly to prevent a tragedy.
“The Government will bear
full responsibility if anything
happens to Dallewal,” warned
fellow leader and KMM coor-
dinator Sarwan Singh Pandher.

�������
��"
��� #����
��������

Patiala Deputy
Commissioner Dr Preeti Yadav
and SSP Nanak Singh visited
the border protest site on
Tuesday to check on farmer
leader Dallewal. Concerned
about his health, doctors have
restricted public access to
Dallewal's room due to
increased risk of infection.

To allow supporters to see
him safely, Dallewal is being
shifted to a glass cabin. The
Deputy Commissioner and SSP
entered his room wearing
masks and spent some time
speaking with him. Dallewal’s
deteriorating health has drawn
widespread attention, adding
urgency to his demands.
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Amid Dallewal’s deterio-

rating health, the Samyukta
Kisan Morcha (SKM) has pre-
poned the emergency meeting
for Wednesday (December 18)
at 2 pm at the Kisan Bhawan in
Chandigarh. SKM leader and
senior farmer leader Balbir
Singh Rajewal on Tuesday
announced the rescheduling
of the earlier December 23
meeting to address the urgent
situation. The meeting is aimed
at discussing the support for
Dallewal’s ongoing struggle
demanding legal guarantees
for MSP.

Following the meeting,
farmers are expected to meet
Punjab Governor at 7 pm to
present their demands. The
emergency meeting could also
result in key decisions regard-
ing the farmers’ next course of
action, including joining the
ongoing Delhi Chalo Andolan
2.0, which is currently being
held by two key organizations
— SKM (non-political) and
KMM.
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To amplify their demands,

farmer unions have announced
a three-hour Rail Roko agita-
tion across Punjab on
Wednesday (December 18).
The protest, scheduled from 12
pm to 3 pm, is aimed at dis-
rupting the railway services as
a symbolic gesture of their
growing impatience with the

government’s inaction. Pandher
appealed to Punjabis to unite in
support of the farmers, urging
widespread participation in the
agitation.

“This is not just a farmers’
protest; it is a fight for justice
and dignity,” Pandher said. He
accused the BJP-led Central
Government of delaying reso-
lutions and ignoring the farm-
ers’ legitimate demands. “We
have 12 key demands, includ-
ing MSP, debt waivers, and
pensions for farmers and
labourers. The Government
must act, or the protests will
intensify,” he added.

The farmers are also
demanding compensation for
families of those who lost their
lives during the earlier agitation,
a rollback of police cases filed
against protestors, and imple-
mentation of the Land
Acquisition Act, 2013. Leaders
warned that if the Government
continues to ignore these
demands, the movement will
expand nationwide.

The political opposition
has also criticized the govern-
ment for its handling of the
protests, urging dialogue and
immediate resolution.
Meanwhile, social media is
abuzz with messages of support
for Dallewal and condemnation
of the government’s inaction.

As the situation escalates,
all eyes are on the Supreme
Court hearing and the govern-
ment’s next move.
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Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Sukhvinder

Singh Sukhu said that the syl-
labus related to constitutional
values would be included in
the school curriculum and
the Government was giving
special preference to impart
quality education and apprise
the students about their duties
and responsibilities for their
all-around development.

Presiding over a review
meeting of the Education
Department, Sukhu said that
six schools each, in every
assembly constituency would
be equipped with all the nec-
essary facilities like adequate

staff and other infrastructural
conveniences viz: labs, library
etc. He directed the officers to
complete all the formalities for
setting up these schools in a
time bound manner and
directed them to prepare
parameters for their adminis-
trative control. A calendar of
activities for the whole year
will be prepared for all schools,
which will contain details of
academic and other activities
of each day, he stated. As a part
of 'Vyavastha Parivartan', inno-
vative measures were being
adopted to bring rationalisa-
tion in the education depart-
ment. Besides, steps were being
taken for deployment of teach-
ers and strengthening the edu-
cational infrastructure.
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Haryana Director General of
Police Shatrujeet Kapur on

Tuesday said that as a part of the
ongoing anti-drug campaign
by the State Police, as many as
3,084 villages and 660 wards
have been declared drug-free by
November 30, 2024. “This
means that 41.66 per cent of
Haryana's villages and 39.74 per
cent of its wards have success-
fully become drug-free,” he
added.

To ensure a drug-free State,
Gram Prahari and Ward Prahari
have been appointed in every
village and ward across the
State. These personnel monitor
drug-related activities and also
assist individuals in overcoming
their addiction to drugs, DGP
added.

Kapur said that the Haryana
Police also organizes sports
activities in both rural and
urban areas to keep children
and youth away from drugs.
These activities are conducted
with the support of 1,522 Special
Police Officers (SPOs) who are
overseeing the programs across
the state. During these events,

the youth are not only encour-
aged to stay away from drugs
but are also educated about their
harmful effects. Through these
sports activities, a total of
2,27,458 youth in Haryana have
been engaged so far. In addition,
district-level competitions are
held periodically to ensure that
the youth remain physically
and mentally healthy.

The DGP further said that
the anti-drug campaign led by
the State Police is beginning to
show positive results, with an
increasing number of people
participating across the State. A
recent example of this success
was seen in Charkhi Dadri dis-
trict, where the panchayats of
nine villages have turned the ini-
tiative into a people's move-
ment. These villages have not
only declared themselves drug-
free but have also put up signs
at their entrances proclaiming,
“Hamara Gaon Nasha Mukt
Hai” (Our Village is Drug-
Free). The villagers are actively
working to ensure that no youth
falls victim to drugs and that no
drug-related activities, including
buying and selling, occur in the
village, he added.
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Chandigarh: A state-level function will be organized in
Gurugram on the occasion of Good Governance Day on
December 25 in which Chief Minister  Nayab Singh Saini will
participate as the chief guest. According to a letter issued by the
Chief Secretary's Office, Union Minister of State for Cooperation
Krishan Pal Gurjar will be the chief guest at the district-level func-
tion in Faridabad while Haryana Legislative Assembly Speaker
Harvinder Kalyan will be the chief guest at the district-level func-
tion in Kaithal. Energy Minister Anil Vij will attend the function
in Sirsa, Development and Panchayat Minister Krishan Lal Panwar
in Hisar, Industry and Commerce Minister Rao Narbir Singh in
Nuh and School Education Minister Mahipal Dhanda will attend
the function in Bhiwani as chief guests.
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Chandigarh: Former Chief Minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda on
Tuesday alleged that the ruling BJP Government has turned
Haryana, a land of milk and curd, into a hub of drugs, opium,
synthetic drugs, heroin, brown sugar, smack, hashish, ganja,
cocaine, bhang and sulpha. “Ever since BJP has come to power
in the state, drug dealers have been having a field day and they
have fearlessly spread their network all over the state. Today, drugs
have reached every village, street and locality of the state,” he stat-
ed. Senior Congress leader said that the extent to which drug addic-
tion has increased in the state can be gauged from the fact that
in the last 5 years, about 15 lakh people from different districts
of the state have reached the OPDs and de-addiction centres of
government hospitals. He said that the figure can be many times
bigger than this as lakhs of people trapped in the quagmire of
drug addiction do not come forward for treatment and ruin their
lives.
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Chandigarh: Haryana Chief Secretary Vivek Joshi on Tuesday
directed the Trade Fair Authority of Haryana (TFAH) to explore
opportunities for organizing trade fairs at the state level in col-
laboration with foreign countries, with support from the
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA). These trade fairs will show-
case the cuisine, culture, and products of the partner countries,
alongside the products manufactured by Haryana’s local indus-
tries. Presiding over the 35th Governing Body Meeting of the
HTFA here in Chandigarh, Joshi, who also serves as the Chairman
of the Trade Fair Authority of Haryana, emphasized the need to
boost local industries. He directed officials to develop a com-
prehensive plan for organizing district-level trade fairs to provide
crucial platforms for local artisans and traders to market and sell
their products.  Joshi also stressed the importance of utilizing these
events to promote various central and state government schemes,
ensuring the public is made aware of their benefits. He instruct-
ed officials to submit a detailed report on the revenue generat-
ed, employment opportunities created and the footfall recorded
at these trade fairs.
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Kapurthala:Congress MLA from Kapurthala, Rana Gurjeet Singh
on Tuesday demanded that elections for electing members of
Panjab University, Chandigarh senate be conducted at the earli-
est. He said the university senate is governing council as is top
decision making body which has a diaspora of members from
different constituencies including academicians, administrators
in the field of education, university graduates and elected repre-
sentatives from the state legislative assembly. The term of the sen-
ate ended on October 31 last year and process for the election
begins in March, six months in advance, but this time no prepa-
rations are no visible on the ground, he said. In the 91 member
senate 35 members are nominated and remaining come through
election. The senate is the university’s top body, supervising its
affairs, issues and property. All decisions related to academics and
the budget requires final approval. “This is the first time the elec-
tions have been delayed due to the chancellor’s office not approv-
ing the schedule”, said the congress MLA.
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Chandigarh: Employees regularized under the Regularization
Policy of 2014 in Haryana will be eligible for promotion or first
ACP scale benefits from June 13, 2024 or thereafter, provided they
fulfill the eligibility conditions. Their promotion or ACP bene-
fits will also depend on the final outcome of the SLP pending in
the Supreme Court. Apart from this, a decision regarding pro-
motion or first ACP scale benefits from the date of eligibility before
June 13, 2024 will be taken later. In a letter issued by the Chief
Secretary's Office on Tuesday, it has been stated that after the
instructions issued in light of the interim order of the Supreme
Court dated March 6, 2024, many cases were coming from var-
ious departments, boards and corporations, in which clarifica-
tion was being sought whether the claims for promotion or ben-
efit of First ACP Scale of the employees regularized under the
Regularization Policy of 2014 should be accepted or not.
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Chandigarh: Haryana Cooperation Minister Arvind Kumar
Sharma on Tuesday virtually inaugurated the 69th crushing sea-
son of the Rohtak Cooperative Sugar Mill, located in Bhali
Anandpur village in Rohtak district. In his address to farmers
and mill employees, Sharma highlighted the state government's
continued commitment to the welfare of sugarcane farmers.  He
said that the state government will ensure timely payment to
sugarcane farmers, with payments being processed within a week
of the crop's delivery.
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CHANDIGARH: Senior Congress leader and Chandigarh MP
Manish Tewari on Tuesday raised the issue of ban on share wise
property in Chandigarh in Lok Sabha. When the Supreme Court
Judgement does not explicitly bar the sale or sharewise sale of
Property why has the Chandigarh Administration banned it?
He said, rather than giving a straight answer, the Government
unfortunately chose to hide behind the doctrine of sub judice.
The rule of sub judice was there for Jury Trials, he pointed out
while observing, in any case if the Government implements the
letter of the Supreme Court Judgment the other legal proceed-
ings will automatically abate. Tewari had asked whether it is cor-
rect that the Supreme Court judgment does not explicitly ban
share-wise property sales in Chandigarh. He also asked
whether the Government was aware that many Chandigarh res-
idents with property shares cannot sell except to co-owners,
devaluing their assets and causing financial hardship for urgent
needs like medical treatment or family events. Tewari had also
asked for the reasons as to why has the Chandigarh
Administration not rescinded the February 9, 2023 notification
or sought Supreme Court clarification on whether the January
10, 2023 judgment prohibits share-wise property sales, reasons
there for.
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Chandigarh: The delegation of the former MLA Association
led by its president Rambir Singh met Haryana Speaker
Harvinder Kalyan on Tuesday and submitted a memorandum
demanding revision of their pension. In a statement, Singh said
that their demands include revision of pension, medical
allowance and other facilities on the lines of Chhattisgarh.
Speaker assured them to bring their demands to the notice of
the state government.
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Chandigarh: Haryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh Saini will
address a public gathering at the new grain market in Pundri
on December 19. During the event, he will lay the foundation
stone and inaugurate several important development projects
aimed at improving the region's infrastructure. In preparation
for the public meeting, SDM Ajay Singh held a review meet-
ing with district officials, under the guidance of Deputy
Commissioner Preeti, on Tuesday afternoon.
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Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on

Tuesday said  the state govern-
ment is taking initiatives to
conserve endangered species of
birds and animals.

Speaking at a function after
releasing 25 vultures at the
Jatayu Conservation Center in
Pinjore, the Chief Minister
said that the conservation and
promotion of nature is the
responsibility of every indi-
vidual as deforestation has led
to a shortage of shelter for ani-
mals and birds. Every person
should commit to planting as
many trees as possible and
contributing to environmental
conservation efforts, he added.
The Chief Minister said that
every living being, whether in
the sky, water, or on land,
plays a vital role in maintain-
ing the balance of nature.
Environment, Forests and
Wildlife Minister Rao Nabir
Singh was also present on this
occasion.

In line with these efforts,
the state government has given
special attention to the protec-
tion of the endangered vulture
species. To support this initia-
tive, a Jatayu conservation and
breeding center was estab-
lished in Pinjore. Currently, the
center is home to 378 vultures.

Saini said that in the 1990s,
the vulture population was in
the crores, but it gradually
decreased to lakhs. The pri-
mary cause of this decline was

the use of diclofenac injections
in dairy animals. When vul-
tures consumed the carcasses of
these animals, the residual
effects of the drug began to
harm the vultures, pushing the
species to the brink of extinc-
tion, he added.

He said that for vulture
conservation, the Bombay
Natural History Society entered
into an agreement with the
Haryana government and took
on the mission of increasing the
vulture population in Pinjore,
Haryana, through both natur-
al and artificial breeding meth-
ods. “Today, this center is not
only the largest of its kind in
the country but also in Asia.
The center houses 97 white-
backed vultures, 219 long-
beaked vultures, and 62 thin-
beaked vultures.

As of November 2024, a
total of 404 chicks from these
species have been born at the
center. Today, 25 white-backed
vultures were released into the
open sky. The center is
equipped with 8 nursery
aviaries, 6 colony aviaries, 8
holding aviaries, 2 display

aviaries, 4 hospital aviaries, 8
breeding aviaries, 1 green
aviary, and 1 release aviary,
from which 25 vultures were
released,” he added.

The Chief Minister praised
the efforts of the Jatayu
Conservation Breeding Center
team, urging them to extend
their conservation work to
Goriya sparrows as well. He
assured that the government
would provide full support for
this initiative. He also men-
tioned that a Pakshi Niwas had
been inaugurated on Monday
at the Mata Mansa Devi
Complex. During the event, a
short film showcasing the
Pinjore Vulture Reserve and the
Jatayu Conservation Breeding
Center was also screened.
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Expressing his gratitude to
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
for introducing the One
Nation-One Election Bill in
Parliament, Haryana Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini
on Tuesday said that holding
elections simultaneously will

save both time and money. The
development process would
continue smoothly in the coun-
try and States, he added.

Talking to reporters after
releasing 25 vultures at the
Jatayu Conservation Center
near Beed Shikargah Wildlife
Sanctuary in Pinjore,
Panchkula, Saini criticized the
Congress party, stating that
they have always been in the
habit of opposing the good
work being done by the gov-
ernment. He pointed out that
Congress ruled the country
for 55 years, and if they had
ever made any significant deci-
sions for the welfare of farmers,
they should share. He also
mentioned that Congress cur-
rently governs Himachal
Pradesh, Karnataka, and
Telangana, while the Aam
Aadmi Party governs Punjab
and Delhi. Despite this, farm-
ers in these states are protest-
ing and demonstrating. He
accused both Congress and
the Aam Aadmi Party of doing
politics in the name of farmers.

Saini said that the Haryana
government is consistently
working in the best interest of
farmers. He highlighted that
the state government is pur-
chasing 100 percent of crops at
the minimum support price.
Vegetable farmers are benefit-
ing from the Bhavantar Yojana,
and subsidies are being pro-
vided under the Pradhan
Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana and
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai
Yojana.
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In an era increasingly
defined by technological
innovation, reading and

writing—cornerstones of
human intellect—are facing
a profound transformation.
While artificial intelligence
(AI) bots like OpenAI’s
ChatGPT and Google Bard
redefine the boundaries of
information generation, the
necessity of cultivating
human literacy has never
been more crucial. The
transition from
Neanderthals to modern
humans (Homo sapiens)
involved significant cogni-
tive and cultural advance-
ments, but Neanderthals
themselves did not read or
write. Reading and writing
developed after modern
humans became the domi-
nant hominin species.
These are not merely com-
munication tools but exer-
cises that keep our cognitive
faculties sharp and resilient. 
When we read, our brains
decode symbols, conjuring
vivid images, emotions, and
concepts. This intricate
process activates the left
temporal cortex, which is
responsible for language
processing, and strengthens
neural connectivity. Studies

underscore that reading
enhances memory, concen-
tration, and analytical
thinking. Engaging with
diverse genres deepens
empathy and broadens per-
spectives,  fostering a
nuanced understanding of
the world.
Writing, on the other hand,
is an intellectual partner to
reading. Crafting words—
whether in a journal, essay,
or story—requires us to
organise thoughts, synthe-
sise ideas, and express them
clearly. This process acti-
vates the prefrontal cortex,
the brain’s hub for decision-
making and problem-solv-
ing. Writing is more than an
intellectual task; it is thera-
peutic. Research shows that
expressive writing can alle-
viate stress, enhance mood,

and even bolster the
immune system. 
The tactile act of writing
also strengthens memory,
embedding information
deeply within our minds.
Reading and writing foster
neuroplasticity, enabling the
brain to adapt and form
new connections. They are
antidotes to cognitive
decline and shields against
neurodegenerative diseases
like Alzheimer’s. Regular
engagement with these skills
cultivates intellectual inde-
pendence, creativity, and
emotional depth—uniquely
human attributes.
Yet, as AI bots revolutionise
the way we consume and
produce information, there
is an alarming decline in
human literacy. Tools like
Book AI, which transforms
any book into a conversa-
tional chatbot, exemplify
AI’s capacity to digest and
reproduce complex infor-
mation effortlessly. AI lacks
the intrinsic human quali-
ties of creativity, empathy,
and ethical judgment. As AI
literacy surges, the stagna-
tion of human literacy risks
creating a dangerous imbal-
ance. Over-reliance on AI
can diminish critical think-

ing and communication
skills, weakening the very
attributes that distinguish
humans from machines.
While the fear of displace-
ment is understandable, the
answer lies in shifting our
perspective. AI is not an
adversary but a powerful
partner that can amplify
human capabilities and
drive innovation.Individuals
can leverage their unique
strengths to complement
AI capabilities by prioritis-
ing the development of
reading and writing skills.
In an environment con-
trolled by artificial intelli-
gence, these abilities are
necessary to navigate com-
plicated concepts, under-
standably articulate them,
and affirm human impor-
tance.The development of
artificial intelligence high-
lights the significance of
human expertise rather than
diminishing it. By commit-
ting to studying throughout
our lives, we can ensure that
technology will not replace
our humanity but rather
improve it.
(The writer is an adjunct fac-
ulty at the National Institute
of Advanced Studies; views
are personal)

In what must come as music to the ears of the Indian government, the Sri Lankan
President has said that his country will not allow anyone to use its territory to threat-
en India’s security. This assurance comes at a time when China is aggressively pur-

suing ‘Mission Indian Ocean’ - which targets India. In a joint statement issued  Sri Lankan
President Anura Kumara Dissanayake made Colombo’s position clear during his dia-
logue with Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi. This assurance is seen
as a critical development in India-Sri Lanka relations, especially given China’s use of
Sri Lanka’s Hambantota Port for docking its naval surveillance and spy ships, includ-
ing the ballistic missile tracking ship Yuan Wang 5. China’s growing footprint in the Indian
Ocean has raised red flags for New Delhi. The Hambantota Port, now under a 99-year
lease to China following Sri Lanka’s inability to service its debt, has become a hub for
Chinese naval operations. Over the past two years, Beijing has stationed the Yuan Wang

5, a 25,000-tonne satellite and missile tracking ship,
at Hambantota multiple times. This vessel, equipped
with advanced tracking and communication systems,
has been closely monitoring satellite and missile activ-
ities in the region, creating strategic challenges for India.
In 2022, Sri Lanka briefly delayed the docking of Yuan
Wang 5 following Indian concerns but eventually
allowed the vessel to dock under the guise of ‘replen-
ishment.’ Since then, Chinese surveillance ships have
regularly patrolled the Indian Ocean, adding to India’s
apprehensions about Beijing’s strategic intentions in
the region.  The agreement between India and Sri Lanka
ensures that Sri Lankan territory, including its waters,

will not be used in any manner that could harm India’s security or regional peace. This
is a welcome relief for New Delhi, which views such commitments as crucial for main-
taining stability in the Indian Ocean Region. This of course hasn’t happened overnight.
India’s steadfast support for Sri Lanka during its economic crisis in 2022 has further
solidified the bond between the two nations. President Dissanayake expressed gratitude
for India’s timely assistance, which was instrumental in stabilising Sri Lanka’s econo-
my during one of its most challenging periods.  As far as China is concerned it has
been courting Sri Lanka for the sole purpose of encircling India and getting a foothold
in Indian Ocean. China’s influence in Sri Lanka has grown significantly, particularly after
Colombo defaulted on its $1.7 billion loan for the Hambantota Port project. India has
consistently raised concerns about the strategic implications of Chinese investments
and activities in Sri Lanka. In this background the assurance of Sri Lankan president
signals Sri Lanka’s intent to balance its ties with both regional powers while safeguard-
ing regional stability. The agreement also underscores Colombo’s recognition of the impor-
tance of India’s security and regional stability and paves the way for a stronger, more
strategic India-Sri Lanka alliance in the years to come.

A timely assurance

HEALTHCARE REFORMS FOR PUBLIC
Madam— If the AAP government has
done one good thing for society by mak-
ing Mohalla clinics, the BJP has done
another by making Jan Aushadi chemist
shops. One can now get a free consultation
from the AAP clinic and get medicines at
nearly one-fifth the rate from a Jan
Aushadi shop, thereby catering to the
health aspect of a common man. 
The prominent good work visible on the
ground needs to be applauded for both.
The belief that a drug in a normal chemist
shop is better than the generic drug being
sold by a Jan Aushadi shop (popularly
known as ‘Modi ki Dukaan’ in Patiala) is
a myth that can be best removed by the
doctors to their patients depending on the
degree of moral courage they have to refuse
obligations of pharmaceutical companies
and give priority to generic rather than
tradenamed medicines to their patients.
The fleecing private pharmacies need to be
brought down to their knees in the inter-
est of the public for their overinflated rates
of medicines.

R S Narula | Patiala

PURCHASING POWER DECLINES
Madam — For the success of any econo-
my, a vibrant market with sound and sus-
tained demands is imperative, as produc-
tion and market cannot flourish in a dry
market. To vibrate the market, people’s pur-
chasing power should be increased by
ensuring employment and a viable wage.
The Indian economy is driven with an
objective of enriching the rich, leaving the
81 crore poor in a lurch to manage sustain-
ing life with 5 kgs of free rice per month.
Even the small employed section is left
without a reasonable increase in wage and
faces the untamed inflation. The changes
being pushed through in the name of
labour reforms are going to pull down
demands and create telling effects on the
already volatile economy. Such a pro-
gramme inevitably leads to dwindling
demands.Course correction is inevitable to
ensure bridging the  gap between the poor
and the affluent. 

A G Rajmohan | Anantapur

INDIA STRUGGLES IN BRISBANE TEST
Madam —While Travis Head hits a cen-
tury again in the Brisbane test, it was a sur-
prising and grave omission of the crafty and
successful off-spinner Washington Sundar
for the third test at Gabba. While Sundar
has been among the wickets in recent tests
and also did well with the bat, the head
coach and the out-of-form skipper Rohit
Sharma couldn’t realise the need for a qual-
ity off-spinner is a blunder at the moment.
The need for the quality off-spinner is
mandatory when the Aussies have two
solid left-handers, Travis Head and Alex
Carey. When Head is the consistent match
winner for the Aussies, leaving Washington
Sundar out will prove costly for India in
this test. 
Whenever there were solid left-hand bat-
ters, the formulae of the Indian team in the
past from the era of Skipper Ajit Wadekar
used to play Erapaali Prasanna and S
Venkataraghavan proved to be of great suc-
cess. After Rohit won the toss and put the
Aussies to bat first, the Aussies had scored
445, and now the pressure will be on the
Indian batters, who may succumb to
pressure again, as proved by losing the 4
top order for a paltry 51. After having won
the first test under the standby skipper
Jasprit Bumrah, Rohit Sharma seems to
have not yet learnt the lesson that the com-
position of the right combinations is
important to be in the match. Missing a
clever off-spinner can never be an easy task
for the team to come back once they lose
the grip in the first innings, which is what’s
happening at present in Brisbane. Bumrah
alone can’t take the match away from the
opponents; this needs to be realised by head
coach Gautam Gambhir.  By dropping
down in the order, Skipper Rohit is
unbeaten on zero, and Rahul, with 33
against his name, has been the only con-
solation for the fans while rain stopped play.
Rain God can be the only saviour as it looks
for the team to have a sigh of relief. Rohit
and Kohli must take a voluntary exit rather
than bring the morale down of the team
at this juncture.

A P Thiruvadi | Chennai
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Tourists enjoy paragliding, in Manali PTI LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

Sri Lanka assures New Delhi that it will not permit

anybody to use its territory to threaten India’s security

this year for the fourth time,
with him first heading for
Beijing, in a break from the
tradition of visiting New
Delhi.Also, showing scant
regard for New Delhi’s sen-
sitivities, the Oli govern-
ment recently allowed 220
Buddhist monks from China
to travel to Lumbini, the
birthplace of Gautam
Buddha even as the Nanhai
Buddhism Shenzhen round-
table was being held in
Kathmandu. 
Oli delivered the inaugural
address at this roundtable.
There were also reports the
China-appointed Panchen
Lama would travel to
Lumbini, though it did not
eventually happen. 
The Oli government’s
encouragement of Beijing’s
concerted moves to claim
Buddhism as a shared her-
itage will not go down well
with New Delhi, which has
been making its efforts to
build on its shared Buddhist
heritage with Nepal.
Kathmandu’s thrust on
greater economic coopera-
tion with Beijing – the BRI
is part of this endeavour –
would also whittle down
India’s influence over Nepal.
The BRI framework agree-
ment, incidentally, also
envisages the opening of
branches of Chinese banks
and financial institutions in

Nepal. India has traditional-
ly had deep economic link-
ages with Nepal, nurtured in
no small measure due to
reasons of geography – the
two neighbours share a long
and porous 1,751-km-long
border. 
This, along with the land-
locked nature of Nepal, has
helped India become its
largest trading partner.
During the 2022-23 fiscal,
bilateral trade was pegged at
$8.85 billion. This included
$8 billion of exports from
India to Nepal, with $840
million of exports in the
reverse direction. As per the
Nepal Rastra Bank, India's
share in Nepal’s trade
accounted for 64.1% in 2022-
23.PM Oli sees cooperation
on BRI as a means to forge
closer economic ties with
China, with the framework
agreement resolving to deep-
en the economic partnership
by “injecting new momen-
tum to trade, infrastructure
and connectivity coopera-
tion”.
Not a single project under
the BRI rubric has been exe-
cuted in Nepal since the
2017 MoU. Nepal would be
hoping that the 10 initial
projects, including those
meant to boost regional con-
nectivity, will now see the
light of day. India has its
work cut out and should

ensure it does not come
across as overbearing. India’s
approach in the Kalapani-
Lipulekh-Limpiyadhura bor-
der dispute, where New
Delhi ignored Kathmandu’s
request for foreign secre-
tary-level talks, is a case in
point. 
It led Oli, in his earlier stint
as the PM, to cock a snook
at New Delhi by changing his
country’s map showing the
disputed territories as part of
Nepal.
Neither did New Delhi show
respect due to a close neigh-
bour when it decided to give
a quiet burial to the joint
2018 Eminent Persons
Group (EPG) report, which
suggested that the 1950
Treaty of Peace And
Friendship be replaced with
a new one? 
Nepal has also been unhap-
py with India’s refusal to
give overflight rights for air-
craft using the Chinese-built
Gautam Buddha
International Airport in
Lumbini.
India would do well to
remember that its domi-
neering approach only serves
to alienate a close neighbour
further and push it into
China’s ever-willing embrace.
India should not lose sight of
its strategic imperatives.
(The writer is a senior jour-

nalist; views are personal)

Nepal embraces
China’s BRI

India has cause for
extreme worry. In yet
another indicator of
China’s growing sway
over Nepal, the two are

moving forward to implement
Beijing’s ambitious Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI) in the
Himalayan nation. India is not
only opposed to this in princi-
ple on grounds of sovereignty
but also fears it will enable
China to increase its already
considerable inroads into
Nepal.
If 2017 marked Nepal’s initial
step to coming on board the
BRI with an MoU, the year 2024
marks a giant leap for the
Himalayan nation in that direc-
tion. A framework agreement
for cooperation on the BRI
was signed during Nepalese
PM K P Sharma Oli’s visit to
China in early December, apart
from nine other pacts. With
the strategically located
Himalayan nation having
become a hub for Great Powers
contestation, the US too would
be uneasy with the latest
Beijing-Kathmandu tango.
While the US had managed to
get Nepal on board its own
Millennium Challenge
Corporation (MCC) Compact
to fund Kathmandu’s power
and transport infrastructure,
the BRI seems far broader.
Kathmandu is trying to play
down the framework as just a
continuation of the 2017 MoU.
The framework, however,
underlines Kathmandu and
Beijing’s renewed push for the
BRI, an initiative on which
New Delhi harbours deep sus-
picions for what it perceives as
China’s hegemonic ambitions
through debt-trap diplomacy.
Sovereignty is another major
concern, with the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC), another project under
BRI, passing through Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir.
India is certainly worried about
PM Oli-led Nepal once again
moving into China’s sphere of
influence. The CPN-UML
leader is widely seen as being
pro-China, and bilateral ties
with India were prickly during
his previous stints as the PM.
India has yet to host Oli since
he took charge as PM in July

Rural education needs reform
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Why reading and writing
matter more in the age of AI

F
or a majority of Indian school children,
especially from rural pockets, a feeling of
uneasiness sets in when they hear some-

thing in English. They find it difficult to listen
to and understand the English language. In a
country like India, classes of mixed-ability

groups are a feature of every small village.
While the teaching-learning process is done
in the local language in rural villages, most of
the competitive examinations are held in the
English language. The rural atmosphere does-
n’t provide these students the opportunity to
speak and learn English.
In fact, in many northern villages, English
becomes the third language, with the local lan-
guage and Hindi as the first and second lan-
guages, respectively. The policymakers have
to bridge the urban-rural divide when it comes
to English teaching. An English teacher,
teaching in rural schools, has to come up with
innovative strategies in the classrooms.
Skilled and committed teachers need to be
appointed at the primary level, and they should
be upgraded and trained to meet the problems
faced by the learners.

R Sivakumar | Gandhi Nagar

PARUL CHANDRA

BIJU
DHARAMAPALAN

As AI grows increasingly sophisticated, our commitment to these skills will determine

whether we remain active participants in innovation—or passive consumers

Nepal's deepening ties with China through the Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI) have set alarm bells ringing in New Delhi
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OVERUSE
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Acouple first met in an estimable business school in India where
they were conferred reputable degrees in management. The cou-
ple soon migrated to the land of El Dorado in search of greener

pastures, seeking professional and economic security. They were a happy
couple as the angels showered gargantuan benediction. Soon, a new
dimension to their lives arrived in the form of angelic twins. When the
twins turned six months old, it was time to visit the hometown of their
parents. They were received by sentimental and misty-eyed grandpar-
ents.
The sojourn concluded the mother and twins were afloat on a flight back
to their home. However, fate had other plans and a double whammy struck
the family. The father never reached the airport as he was killed in a car
crash on the way to the airport. The disconsolate woman became a men-
tal wreck, her moments of happiness fastened only in her memory bank
and the picture album. The alluring woman was transfigured into stone.
A cousin empathised with her distraught mental state and robustly sug-
gested that she undertake the Happiness Course of the Art of Living.After
considerable blandishment and extensive persuasion, she enrolled for
the course and deposited all her emotions and feelings while undergo-
ing the unique rhythmic breathing technique of Sudarshan Kriya.Life need
not be tragic if only we realise that happiness is a state of mind that can

be achieved independent of material success. 
As per ancient Japanese mythology, the light from Tsukuyomi, the Shinto
God of the moon could induce illusions and delusions. Hecate, the Greek
Goddess of the dark moon bestowed visions, but also caused humans
to be afflicted with insanity. The human body is made up of seventy per
cent of water elements. Full moon water recharges the body, mind and
spirit and bestows harmony on our thought processes. Therefore, prac-
tising the Full Moon Meditation has a consequential and noteworthy influ-
ence on the mind, whereby one is suffused with efficacious thoughts
and purges nugatory ones. It was a cathartic experience for the young
single mother to emerge from her traumatic experience by unflinching-
ly practising this technique.It is an established fact that the Sakyan prince,
Siddhartha, upon attaining enlightenment on the full moon day meta-
morphosed into the Compassionate One, Gautama Buddha and made
a prescient statement, “Thousands of candles can be lit from a single
candle, and the life of the candle will not be shortened. Happiness never
decreases by being shared.” How does one define an efficacious emo-
tion called happiness? Happiness is a state of well-being, jollity, blitheness
and primarily to be contented in life.The amphitheatre of the mind is a
veritable nuclear reactor, where waves of thoughts and emotions arise
and subside. These in turn determine our happiness quotient and con-
sequentially the quality of our lives. 
There once lived a farmer, who grew apples. He perpetually grumbled
that there was not adequate produce to sustain the family. Providentially,
there was a spurt in production and apples grew in plenitude. Still dis-
satisfied, the farmer cavilled that he was now laden with gruelling work,
apples were rotting and prices now plunged! Sage Patanjali in his Yoga
Sutras has postulated certain cardinal principles to live harmoniously,
encompassed in happiness. These are non-violence, truthfulness, no
regrets, not accepting invectives or salutations hurled by people, phys-
ical cleanliness of the body, inner contentment, forbearance or
penance, self-study or examination of the mind and development and
finally love and surrender to the supreme cosmic force.

(The writer is the CEO of Chhattisgarh East Railway Ltd. and
Chhattisgarh East West Railway Ltd. He is a faculty of the Art of

Living; views are personal)

FIRSTCOLUMN
REDISCOVER
HAPPINESS

India has firmly established
itself as the fastest-growing
economy among the G20

nations, with a projected GDP
growth rate of 6.5 per cent-7
per cent for the fiscal year
2024-25. This remarkable tra-
jectory underscores the
nation’s economic resilience
and immense potential despite
global challenges. The year
2024 presents a vivid picture of
India’s economic landscape,
marked by notable achieve-
ments and emerging chal-
lenges. 
One of the most significant
indicators of progress is the
substantial improvement in
employment. The unemploy-
ment rate has decreased from
6 per cent in 2017 to an
impressive 3.2 per cent in
2024, reflecting robust job
creation across sectors. Foreign

direct investment (FDI) has
also shown a dramatic surge,
rising 45 per cent year-on-year
to USD 29.79 billion in the first
half of 2024-25, with key
inflows in services, telecom,
and pharmaceuticals.
Complementing this momen-
tum, India’s foreign exchange
reserves swelled to $704.89 bil-

lion, driven by an $87.6 billion
increase this year alone. This
growth includes a $10.468 bil-
lion boost in foreign currency
assets and a $2 billion rise in
gold reserves, which now stand
at $65.7 billion.
India’s fintech sector continues
to shine on the global stage,
ranking as the third-largest fin-
tech economy after the USA
and the UK. The country also
boasts the fourth-largest stock
market in the world, with a
market capitalisation of $4.33
trillion, surpassing Hong
Kong. A significant milestone
in digital payments was
achieved with the Unified
Payments Interface (UPI),
which saw transaction values
soar to an astounding Rs 200
trillion in 2024, compared to
Rs 139 trillion in the previous
year. India even showcased its

UPI prowess on a global stage,
introducing the system at the
Eiffel Tower in Paris as part of
a digital payments agreement
with France.
The Goods and Services Tax
(GST) revenue collection also
reached unprecedented levels,
hitting Rs 2.10 lakh crore—a
substantial 12.4 per cent
increase from the previous
year. This growth was driven
by a robust 13.4 per cent rise
in domestic transactions and
an 8.3 per cent increase in
imports, showcasing the
strength of India’s tax infra-
structure.
Amid these promising fig-
ures, certain challenges contin-
ue to loom. Inflation, as mea-
sured by the Consumer Price
Index (CPI), remains persis-
tently high, exceeding 5 per
cent. The banking sector has

witnessed a slowdown, with
credit growth declining to 11
per cent in November 2024
from 20.6 per cent the previ-
ous year. Deposit growth also
moderated, with banks adding
Rs 13.8 lakh crore in deposits
between April and November,
compared to Rs 16.1 lakh
crore during the same period

last year. In response, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
reduced the cash reserve ratio
(CRR) by 50 basis points to 4
per cent in December to
improve liquidity and stimu-
late credit growth.
Qualitative indicators present
a mixed picture. India climbed
14 ranks on the UNDP

Gender Inequality Index, high-
lighting significant strides in
bridging the gender gap. It also
improved its position on the
Global Innovation Index, ris-
ing from 40th to 39th among
133 global economies, driven
by entrepreneurial activity,
vibrant startups, and success-
ful public-private partnerships.
The Human Development
Report 2023-24 placed India at
134th among 193 countries,
reflecting gains in life
expectancy, education, and
Gross National Income.
However, no progress was
seen in the Happiness Index,
where India remains at 126th,
largely due to dissatisfaction
among older citizens, per-
ceived discrimination, and
poor health metrics. Moreover,
India continues to struggle in
environmental performance,

ranking 176th out of 180
countries. Challenges such as
air quality, biodiversity loss,
and greenhouse gas emissions
demand urgent attention.
As India navigates these com-
plexities, it is also undergoing
key transitions. The US econ-
omy has entered a new phase,
and India sees a shift in RBI
leadership, with Sanjay
Malhotra taking over as the
26th Governor after
Shaktikanta Das’s tenure.
While the final assessment of
FY2024-25 remains pending,
India’s growth story offers
optimism for a brighter future
and a strong foundation for the
vision of ‘Viksit Bharat@2047’.

(The writer  is an assistant
professor at Sri Guru Gobind
Singh College of Commerce,

University of Delhi. Views
expressed are personal)

India@2024: A resilient economy on the fast track to growth

Happiness is a state of mind that
transcends life’s adversities

RAVI VALLURI

AS MITTAL

Punjab’s agriculture is facing a harrowing reality—its lifeblood, the soil, is
being contaminated by toxic pesticide residues at alarmingly high levels

Pesticides are poisoning
the Punjab soil

Management Bill (PMB) 2020 was
introduced to replace outdated
legislation, but critical concerns
must be addressed. While the bill
outlines pesticide registration and
licensing procedures, it must pro-
tect farmers more adequately from
hazardous exposure. Statistics from
Pesticide Action Network (PAN)
International paint a grim picture:
approximately 11,000 deaths glob-
ally are attributed to accidental pes-
ticide poisoning annually, with
India accounting for a staggering
6,600 fatalities. These numbers
highlight critical deficiencies in pes-
ticide usage protocols and safety
measures.
Farmers and rural communities
often bear the brunt of chemical
exposures, especially in agricultur-
ally intensive regions. For instance,
Punjab, which heavily depends on
rice and wheat cultivation, reports
alarming pesticide consumption
rates. With an average usage of 77
kg/hectare, significantly above the
national average of 62 kg/hectare,
Punjab ranks third in India after UP
and Maharashtra for pesticide con-
sumption. 
A study by the Central Soil Salinity
Research Institute (CSSRI) revealed
that 6.74 million hectares of land in
India are affected by salinity, a con-
dition exacerbated by the overuse
of agrochemicals. Persistent pesti-
cide application has been found to
reduce microbial biomass by 30-50
per cent, compromising soil fertil-
ity and diminishing the land’s abil-
ity to provide essential nutrients to
crops. 
A Call for Robust
RegulationPesticides—insecticides,
fungicides, or herbicides—play a
vital role in modern agriculture.
However, their toxic nature neces-
sitates stringent oversight through-
out their lifecycle, from production
to disposal. The current regulato-
ry framework lacks provisions for
periodic review of registered pes-
ticides based on emerging toxico-
logical data. This oversight expos-
es the public to significant health
risks, particularly in a country
where improper handling of pesti-
cides is widespread.

Training and Awareness: A
Neglected Imperative Over the
past three decades, the indiscrim-
inate use of pesticides has surged,
often driven by aggressive market-
ing strategies that portray chemi-
cal inputs as indispensable for high
crop yields. 
The limited scale of training initia-
tives highlights the need for more
current efforts. Between 1994-95
and 2021-22, the Plant Protection
Department of Agriculture and
Farming Welfare Ministry trained
only 585,000 farmers in Integrated
Pest Management (IPM), a dismal
figure in a nation with over 150 mil-
lion farmers. According to the
International Code of Conduct on
Pesticide Management, govern-
ments and industry stakeholders
must provide comprehensive train-
ing and information to farmers and
retailers. Yet, the implementation of
these guidelines still needs to be
more robust. Retailers often serve
as farmers’ sole point of contact,
and in many cases, they disseminate
misleading or incomplete informa-
tion. Data Collection: Bridging
Critical GapsThe absence of robust
data collection mechanisms further
undermines India’s regulatory
ecosystem. 
The National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) documents pesti-
cide poisoning deaths only if they
are registered as medico-legal cases,
excluding countless instances of
non-institutional exposure and
chronic health effects. This data
void impedes effective policymak-
ing and perpetuates a lack of
accountability among stakeholders.
Addressing Weak Grievance
Mechanisms: One of the most glar-
ing deficiencies in India’s pesticide
regulation is the lack of accessible
grievance redressal systems.
Farmers and agricultural workers
exposed to pesticides face prohib-
itive costs and lengthy procedures
when seeking justice. Meanwhile,
state governments can impose only
temporary bans on hazardous pes-
ticides, typically lasting 60 days,
exposing vulnerable communities
to ongoing risks.
Personal Protective Equipment: A

Forgotten NecessityThe Pesticide
Management Bill 2020 neglects
the safety of small-scale farmers,
who often lack access to affordable,
climate-appropriate personal pro-
tective equipment (PPE). Farm
workers face heightened health
risks without mandatory provisions
requiring them to supply adequate
protective gear, especially in hot and
humid agricultural regions.
Labelling and Consumer
ProtectionIndia’s pesticide labelling
standards fall short of both domes-
tic and international norms. Safety
information is frequently crammed
into illegible leaflets, leaving farm-
ers ill-informed about risks and
proper usage. 
Although the Consumer Protection
Act theoretically covers farmers,
legal recourse against manufactur-
ers for misleading labels or substan-
dard products is rarely pursued.
The Way ForwardIndia can no
longer afford to ignore the human
and environmental toll of unsafe
pesticide practices. 
Establishing a robust, farmer-cen-
tric legal framework aligned with
international standards is the only
way forward to ensure safe and sus-
tainable agriculture. A gradual
shift towards agro-ecological farm-
ing methods that emphasise non-
chemical pest management is
imperative.The government must
phase out hazardous pesticides
and promote environmentally
friendly alternatives to safeguard
farmers’ health and ensure con-
sumer food safety. Addressing the
gaps in the Pesticide Management
Bill 2020 and adopting proactive
measures, such as mandatory train-
ing and the provision of accurate
information on pesticide usage
and risks, are critical steps towards
securing safe and healthier future
generations.

(The Author is Vice-Chairman of
Sonalika ITL Group, Vice-

Chairman of the Punjab
Economic Policy and Planning

Board, Chairman of ASSOCHAM
Northern Region Development

Council and President of Tractor
and Mechanization Association.

Views expressed are personal) 

It’s time to face the disturbing truth
about Punjab’s agriculture—and it’s
a nightmare. In districts like
Bathinda, Mansa, and Ludhiana, up
to 60 per cent of farm soil samples

are infested with toxic pesticide residues—
including the deadly chemicals endosul-
fan and carbofuran—at levels far beyond
what’s even remotely safe. This isn’t just
a warning; it’s a full-blown crisis, a tick-
ing time bomb, the result of irresponsi-
ble, reckless pesticide and fertiliser abuse
running rampant in our fields. 
On World Soil Day—December 5th—
we’re forced to confront the cold reality
of a rapidly disintegrating agriculture sys-
tem, while the world’s been talking about
“Caring for Soils: Measure, Monitor, and
Manage”! The consequences of this mad-
ness are devastating. Our once fertile land
is transforming into a barren wasteland,
and that’s only the beginning. These toxic
chemicals aren’t just staying in the soil.
They’re seeping into our food chain—
contaminating every bite we take and
slowly poisoning us all. But it doesn’t stop
there. These toxic residues are embedding
themselves into our very DNA, passing
down a legacy of genetic mutations to our
children and grandchildren. 
We are breeding a future full of compro-
mised health and genetic decay. This is a
catastrophe that will echo across gener-
ations. We’re not just destroying our pre-
sent health; we’re condemning our chil-
dren to inherit the consequences of our
stupidity and greed. The survival of
future generations is at risk, and the clock
is ticking—every moment of inaction is
a moment closer to irreversible genetic
damage. It’s time to wake up, stop bury-
ing our heads in the sand, and confront
this crisis head-on before it’s too late for
the survival of future generations. 
The Pesticide Management Bill, 2020:
India’s regulatory framework for pesti-
cides, established in 1968, is woefully out-
dated and incapable of addressing the
modern-day challenges posed by the ram-
pant overuse of agrochemicals. Although
efforts to amend this framework have
been ongoing since 2008, significant
gaps remain in safeguarding farmers, con-
sumers, and the environment. The legis-
lation—still governed by the Insecticides
Act of 1968 and the Insecticides Rules of
1971—requires comprehensive reforms to
address the multifaceted risks associated
with pesticide overuse.The Pesticide

But challenges such as persistent inflation, a slowdown in the banking sector and environmental concerns continue to pose hurdles

KAJLEEN KAUR
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Russian general killed by bomb in Moscow
AP n MOSCOW

Asenior Russian general
was killed Tuesday by a
bomb hidden in a scoot-

er outside his apartment build-
ing in Moscow, a day after
Ukraine’s security service lev-
elled criminal charges against
him. A Ukrainian official said
the service carried out the
attack.
Lt. Gen. Igor Kirillov, the chief
of the military’s nuclear, biolog-
ical and chemical protection
forces, was killed as he left for
his office. Kirillov’s assistant
also died in the attack.
Kirillov, 54, was under sanc-
tions from several countries,
including the UK and Canada,
for his actions in Moscow’s war
in Ukraine. On Monday,
Ukraine’s Security Service, or
SBU, opened a criminal inves-
tigation against him, accusing
him of directing the use of
banned chemical weapons.
An official with the SBU said
the agency was behind the
attack. The official, who spoke
on condition of anonymity
because they were not autho-
rised to release the information,
described Kirillov as a “war

criminal and an entirely legit-
imate target.”
The SBU has said it recorded
more than 4,800 occasions
when Russia used chemical
weapons on the battlefield
since its full-scale invasion in
February 2022. In May, the US
State Department said that it
had recorded the use of
chloropicrin, a poison gas first
deployed in World War I,
against Ukrainian troops. 
Russia has denied using any
chemical weapons in Ukraine
and, in turn, has accused Kyiv
of using toxic agents in combat.
Kirillov, who took his current
job in 2017, was one of the
most high-profile figures to
level those accusations. He
held numerous briefings to
accuse the Ukrainian military
of using toxic agents and plan-
ning to launch attacks with
radioactive substances —
claims that Ukraine and its
Western allies rejected as pro-
paganda.
The bomb used in Tuesday’s
attack was triggered remotely,
according to Russian news
reports. Images from the scene
showed shattered windows and
scorched brickwork.

Russia’s top state investigative
agency said it’s investigating
Kirillov’s death as a case of ter-
rorism, and officials in Moscow
vowed to punish Ukraine.
Dmitry Medvedev, deputy head
of Russia’s Security Council
chaired by President Vladimir
Putin, described the attack as
an attempt by Kyiv to distract
public attention away from its
military failures and vowed
that its “senior military-polit-
ical leadership will face
inevitable retribution.”
Over the past year, Russia has
been on the front foot in the
war in Ukraine, grinding deep-
er into the eastern region of
Donetsk region despite heavy
losses. Ukraine tried to change
the dynamic with an incursion
into Russia’s Kursk region, but
it has continued to slowly lose
ground on its own territory.
Since Russia invaded, several
prominent figures have been
killed in targeted attacks
believed to have been carried
out by Ukraine. 
Darya Dugina, a commentator
on Russian TV channels and
the daughter of Kremlin-linked
nationalist ideologue
Alexander Dugin, died in a

2022 car bombing that investi-
gators suspected was aimed at
her father. 
Vladlen Tatarsky, a popular
military blogger, died in April
2023, when a statuette given to
him at a party in St. Petersburg
exploded. A Russian woman,
who said that she presented the
figurine on orders of a contact
in Ukraine, was convicted in
the case and handed a 27-year
sentence. 
In December 2023, Illia Kiva,
a former pro-Moscow
Ukrainian lawmaker who fled
to Russia, was shot and killed
near Moscow. The Ukrainian
military intelligence lauded the
killing, warning that other
“traitors of Ukraine” would
share the same fate.
On December 9, an explosive
device was placed under a car
in the Russian-occupied
Ukrainian city of Donetsk,
reportedly targeting Sergei
Yevsyukov, the former head of
the Olenivka Prison where
dozens of Ukrainian prisoners
of war died in a missile strike
in July 2022. One other was
injured in the blast. Russian
authorities said they detained
a suspect in the attack.

Investigators work at the place where Lt. General Igor Kirillov,  the head of Russia's Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical Defence Forces and his assistant were killed by an
explosive device planted close to a residential apartment's block in Moscow on Tuesday AP/PTI

Trump says it was ‘stupid’ for Biden to let Ukraine
use US weapons to strike deeper into Russia
AP n PALM BEACH

President-elect Donald
Trump on Monday sug-

gested that he may reverse
President Joe Biden’s recent
decision to allow Ukrainian
forces to use American long-
range weapons to strike deep-
er into Russian territory.
Trump called the decision
made by Biden last month
“stupid.” He also expressed
anger that his incoming
administration was not con-
sulted before Biden made the
move. With the loosening of
the restrictions, Biden gave
Ukraine long-sought permis-
sion to use the Army Tactical
Missile System provided by
the US to strike Russian posi-
tions hundreds miles from
its border.
“I don’t think that should
have been allowed, not when
there’s a possibility — certain-
ly not just weeks before I
take over,” Trump said during

at a wide-ranging news con-
ference at his Mar-a-Lago
resort. “Why would they do
that without asking me what
I thought? I wouldn’t have had
him do that. I think it was a
big mistake.” 
Trump’s withering criticism of
the Biden administration’s
move comes as the
Democratic administration
aims to push every last dollar
already designated for
Ukraine out the door to help
repel Russia’s invasion before
Trump takes office on Jan. 20,
with future aid uncertain.
But even as Biden tries to
surge weaponry and other aid
to Ukraine in his final five
weeks in office, the moment
underscored that it’s Trump
who holds the most significant
influence over how Ukraine
can use its US-provided arse-
nal in the long run. It’s a crit-
ical piece of leverage he could
use to try to follow through on
his campaign pledge to bring

about a swift end to the con-
flict.
Asked if he would consider
reversing the Biden adminis-
tration decision, Trump
responded: “I might. I think it
was a very stupid thing to do.”
The White House pushed
back on Trump’s criticism,
noting that the decision was
made after months of deliber-
ations that started before last
month’s election.
“All I can assure you is that in
the conversations we’ve had
with them since the election,
and we’ve had at various lev-
els, we have articulated to
them the logic behind it, the
thinking behind it, why we
were doing it,” White House
national security spokesper-
son John Kirby said of the cur-
rent administration’s coordi-
nation with the outgoing
administration. 
Trump’s relationship with
Russian leader Vladimir Putin
has been scrutinised since his

2016 campaign for president,
when he called on Russia to
find and make public missing
emails deleted by Hillary
Clinton, his Democratic
opponent. Trump publicly
sided with Putin over US
intell igence off icials  on
whether Russia had interfered
in the 2016 election to help
him, and Trump has praised
the Russian leader and even
called him “pretty smart” for
invading Ukraine.
Vice President-elect JD Vance
has said that while the US has
differences with Russia, it was
counterproductive to
approach Moscow as an
enemy.
Trump on Monday reiterated
his call on both Ukrainian
President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy and Russian
President Vladimir Putin to
negotiate an end to the war,
calling the death and despair
caused by the conflict “car-
nage.”

Bangladesh official belittles India’s
role in 1971 Liberation War
PTI n DHAKA

Bangladesh interim govern-
ment’s Law Adviser Asif

Nazrul has criticised Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s post
on X commemorating Victory
Day saying, “India was merely
an ally in this victory, nothing
more.”
Victory Day or “Bijoy Dibosh”
is commemorated every year
on December 16 when the
Pakistan military surrendered
to Indian forces in 1971, bring-
ing about the liberation of
Bangladesh.
Nazrul’s comment was repost-
ed by the office of Chief
Adviser Muhammad Yunus.
Attaching a screenshot of
Modi’s post that paid tribute to
Indian soldiers for their role in
the historic victory in 1971,
Nazrul wrote on Facebook in
Bengali on Monday, “I strong-
ly protest. December 16, 1971,
marks Bangladesh’s Victory

Day. India was merely an ally
in this victory, nothing more.”
Yunus’ Press Secretary Shafiqul
Alam shared Nazrul’s post,
The Daily Star newspaper
reported on Tuesday.
Anti-Discrimination Student
Movement Convener Hasnat
Abdullah also criticised Modi’s
post.
Abdullah wrote on Facebook
that this was Bangladesh’s
Liberation War and it was for
the country’s independence
against Pakistan. He said Modi
has claimed it was solely India’s
war and their achievement,
disregarding Bangladesh’s exis-
tence in their narrative.
“When India claims this inde-
pendence as their achieve-
ment, I see this as a threat to
our independence, sovereign-
ty and oneness. It’s necessary
for us to fight against this
threat by India. We need to
carry on this fight,” he wrote.
Modi, in a post on X, had said,

“Today, on Vijay Diwas, we
honour the courage and sacri-
fices of the brave soldiers who
contributed to India’s historic
victory in 1971. Their selfless
dedication and unwavering
resolve safeguarded our nation
and brought glory to us.
“This day is a tribute to their
extraordinary valour and their
unshakable spirit. Their sacri-
fices will forever inspire gener-
ations and remain deeply
embedded in our nation’s his-
tory.”
Chief Adviser Yunus led
Bangladesh Monday in mark-
ing the 54th Victory Day, his
speech making no mention of
founding leader Mujibur
Rahman while calling deposed
prime minister Sheikh Hasina’s
administration the “world’s
worst autocratic government”.
Rahman’s daughter Hasina was
ousted from power on August
5 after massive student-led
protests against her Awami

League government.
There was also no mention of
India’s role in Yunus’ address to
the Nation on Bijoy Dibosh.     
India commemorates
December 16 as Vijay Diwas
when over 90,000 Pakistani
soldiers surrendered before the
Indian Army, leading to the
creation of Bangladesh.
India had also backed Bengali
guerrillas in the fight against
Pakistan Army after West
Pakistan’s leadership refused to
acknowledge the 1970 elec-
tion victory of Mujibur
Rahman’s Awami League.
President Droupadi Murmu
and several Indian political
leaders too had paid homage
Monday to the heroes of the
1971 war.
“A grateful nation remembers
the ultimate sacrifice of our
brave-hearts whose stories
inspire every Indian and shall
remain a source of national
pride,” Murmu said on ‘X’.

Australian state proposes ban
on protests at places of worship
AP n MELBOURNE

An Australian state govern-
ment on Tuesday proposed

new restrictions on protesters
in response to rising anti-
semitism, including a ban on
demonstrations outside places
of worship.
Victoria Premier Jacinta Allan
proposed the new laws after
arsonists damaged a
Melbourne synagogue this
month and protestors kept
fearful worshippers trapped
inside a Sydney synagogue for
three hours a week earlier.
“That’s not peaceful protest. It’s
menacing behaviour,” Allan
said.
“Antisemitism is a cancer and
we must leave no stone
unturned to fight the evil of
antisemitism, to fight the evil
of this racism in all of its
forms and also to continue to
work to help heal our multicul-
tural community, to help build
on that social cohesion and
continue to support our strong,
united Victoria,” she added.
The new laws would protect the

right of people to “gather and
pray free from fear, harassment
and intimidation,” her office
said in a statement.
The proposed laws, which will
be voted on by the state legis-
lature early next year, would
establish safe access areas
around places of worship and
prohibit disturbances of reli-
gious gatherings.
The laws would also ban pro-
testers flying flags and display-
ing symbols of groups listed by
Australia as terrorist organisa-
tions. Face masks used by pro-
testers to conceal their identi-
ties and protect against cap-
sicum spray would also be
banned.
Anti-Defamation Commission
chair Dvir Abramovich, a lead-
ing opponent of antisemitism
in Australia, welcomed the
proposed law.
“Today, the Victorian govern-
ment has declared war on hate
and antisemitism — and it’s
about time,” Abramovich said
in a statement.
“Victoria has drawn a line in
the sand and sent a thunderous

message to the hate-mongers,
the graffiti cowards, the fire-
bombers, and the social media
trolls: Your days of terrorising
our communities are over,” he
added.
The arson attack on Adass
Israel Synagogue on December
6 marked an escalation in tar-
geted assaults in Australia since
the war between Israel and the
militant Hamas group started
over a year ago in the Gaza
Strip. Authorities have declared
it a terrorist act, which increas-
es resources available to inves-
tigators. 
A federal law passed in January
banned the Nazi salute and the
public display of Nazi symbols
in response to growing anti-
semitism, and the government
appointed special envoys this
year to combat antisemitism
and Islamophobia.
Australia is an increasingly
multicultural society. The lat-
est census in 2021 found that
Australians born overseas or
with a parent born overseas
formed a majority for the first
time.

AP n ROME

Pope Francis turned 88 on
Tuesday and marked the

occasion with revelations that
he almost didn’t make it.
According to excerpts of his
upcoming autobiography, sui-
cide bombers had planned to
attack him during his 2021 visit
to Iraq, but were killed before
striking.
Italian daily Corriere della Sera
on Tuesday ran excerpts of
“Hope: The Autobiography,”
written with Italian author
Carlo Musso, which is being
released in more than 80 coun-
tries next month. The New
York Times ran other excerpts
Tuesday, Francis’ 88th birthday.
In the Italian excerpts, Francis
recalled his historic March
2021 trip to Iraq, the first ever
by a pope. COVID-19 was still
raging and security concerns
were high, especially in Mosul.
The devastated northern city
had been the headquarters of
Islamic State militants, whose
horrific reign had largely emp-
tied the region of its Christian

communities.
According to the book, British
intelligence informed Iraqi
police as soon as Francis
arrived in Baghdad that a
woman wearing explosives was
heading toward Mosul and
was planning to blow herself up
during the papal visit. “And that
a truck was heading there fast
with the same intention,”
Francis says in the book.
The visit went ahead as
planned, albeit under tight
security, and became one of the
most poignant of all of Francis’
foreign trips: Standing in the
wreckage of a Mosul church,

Francis urged Iraq’s Christians
to forgive the injustices against
them by Muslim extremists
and to rebuild.
In the book, Francis said he
later asked his Vatican securi-
ty detail what became of the
suicide bombers. 
“The commander replied
laconically They’re no longer
here,’” Francis writes. “Iraqi
police had intercepted them
and made them explode. This
struck me as well: Even this is
the poisonous fruit of war.”
The book, originally planned to
be published after Francis’
death, is coming out at the start
of the Vatican’s big Holy Year,
which Francis will officially
inaugurate on Christmas Eve.
According to Italian publisher
Mondadori, “Hope” is the first
autobiography ever published
by a pope. Francis, however,
has published other first-per-
son, memoir-style books or
book-length interviews with
biographers and journalists,
including “Life: My Story
Through History,” published
earlier this year.

Pope reveals apparent bombing
plot during his 2021 visit to Iraq

China executes official
involved in country’s
largest corruption case
PTI n BEIJING

China on Tuesday executed Li Jianping, a former official in
the north Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, who was con-

victed in the largest-ever corruption case in the country
totalling to over USD 421 million. 
The death sentence of Li, former secretary of the ruling
Communist Party working committee of the Hohhot econom-
ic and technological development zone, was initially issued in
September 2022 and upheld on appeal in August 2024.  
Tuesday’s execution followed the approval of the Supreme People’s
Court and was carried out by a court in Inner Mongolia, state-
run Xinhua news agency reported.
Li, 64 was found guilty by an intermediate court earlier of embez-
zling a staggering three billion yuan (over USD 421 million) in
illegal gains — the largest sum involved in a single corruption
case in China’s history, according to earlier reports in the Chinese
official media. Since he came to power in 2012, Chinese President
Xi Jinping made the anti-corruption campaign the main plank
of his governance model.
Official media accounts say over a million party officials, includ-
ing two defence ministers and dozens of military officials, were
punished and prosecuted in the campaign. 
In his speech delivered at the plenary session of the Central
Commission for Discipline Inspection (CCDI) in January this
year, contents of which were released for the first time on Sunday
by party theoretical magazine Qiushi, 71-year-old Xi has called
on cadres to confront corruption head-on so that interest groups
cannot prey on the ruling Communist Party.

Grassroots funding for Ukraine’s military declines as groups looks for creative ways to raise money
AP n KYIV

The concert took place in an
old movie studio in Kyiv,

the location kept secret until
the final moment in case it was
the target of a Russian attack. 
More than 1,000 soldiers and
young people gathered to listen
to the artists who joined forces
with a military brigade in an
innovative effort to raise funds
for Ukraine’s embattled troops.
This was the first and only live
performance of the charity
album “Epoch,” a collaboration
between the 3rd Assault
Brigade and eight Ukrainian
bands. 
The project’s ambitious target
is to raise 50 million hryvnias
(about USD 1.2 million) to buy
an M113 armoured personnel
carrier to help get infantry to

the front and evacuate the
wounded for medical treat-
ment. Since it launched on
streaming platforms a month
ago, the initiative has raised 9
million hryvnias (around USD
214,000). 
Grassroots fundraising for
Ukrainian fighters dates back
to 2014, the year Russia first
annexed the southern region of
Crimea and Moscow-backed
separatists launched an upris-
ing in eastern Ukraine. At that
time, Ukraine’s defence was
made up of a regular army sup-
ported by volunteer battalions
who weren’t financially sup-
ported by Kyiv’s government.
Self-funding was critical.
Now, advertisements pasted
along the sidewalk in Kyiv ask
for donations to help fill finan-
cial gaps across the military. By

scanning a QR code, people
can help buy anything from
body warmers and drones to
armoured cars for soldiers
defending the nearly 1,000-
kilometre front line.
But some charities are seeing a
decline in individual dona-
tions in part because of the eco-
nomic situation in the country.
Oleksandr Borodyn, one of
the project’s organisers, says the
idea for the collaboration came
from the challenge of continu-
ing to drum up funds to sup-
port troops as the war is on the
cusp of marking a three-year
milestone.
“To raise the same amount of
money as at the beginning of
the war, you need much more
effort. That’s why we came up
with the idea that a musician
could donate his or her art, and

that art would earn money for
the army,” said Borodyn, a
press officer for the 3rd Assault
Brigade. The initiative comes as
US President Joe Biden is rush-
ing out billions of dollars more
in military aid before
Washington’s support for Kyiv’s
defences is thrown into ques-
tion when Donald Trump takes
office next month.
Monobank, one of the largest
platforms to process dona-
tions, says that in the first
1,000 days of war, nearly 10.5
million unique users made
donations totalling around 77
billion hryvnias (about USD
1.8 billion) to various fundrais-
ing organisations. 
But some charity groups are
finding that voluntary funding
isn’t what it was in the first year
of the full-scale invasion. The

Come Back Alive foundation
supports troops with anything
from military training to buy-
ing drones and electronic war-
fare to repel attacks. In the first
year of the conflict, they raised
more than 5.7 billion hryvnias
(USD 184 million). So far in
2024, the figure is nearly 3.6 bil-
lion hryvnias (USD 89 million).
“Many people report a worsen-
ing financial situation, which
limits their ability to contribute
to supporting the military,”
said Oleh Karpenko, deputy
director of the Come Back
Alive Foundation.
Three years of war has had a
devastating impact on
Ukraine’s economy. According
to a World Bank report released
in May, the number of
Ukrainians living in poverty
has grown by 1.8 million since

2020 to about 9 million, or 29
per cent of the population.
To help the most vulnerable,
the government launched a
winter support programme at
the beginning of December and
within days, around 6.5 million
people had applied to receive
the one off 1,000 hryvnia (USD
24) payment to help cover util-
ities, medical services and cell-
phone costs.
According to Karpenko, local
initiatives and smaller-scale
fundraising efforts mean many
people direct their contribu-
tions toward helping specific
soldiers or military units they
know personally. That reduces
the amount received by larger
organisations, which he says
can promptly address urgent
battlefield needs that the gov-
ernment can’t meet.

“International support also
plays a significant role in dona-
tion levels,” Karpenko said.
“When aid from international
partners decreases, it strongly
demotivates Ukrainian society.
People lose motivation to
donate when they perceive a
lack of willingness from part-
ners to actively supply
weapons.” Staring up at the
large monitors set up on either
side of the stage in the form of
the three diagonal line symbol
of the 3rd Assault Brigade, 26-
year-old Oksana Kalenchenko
thinks that events like the con-
cert are hugely important in
continuing to generate support.
“It’s a reminder to somebody
that there is a war going on in
Ukraine, let’s keep donating,
let’s keep doing everything we
can,” Kalenchenko said.

The collaboration album fea-
tures young artists from
Ukraine’s rock, rap and alterna-
tive scene, and many of the
lyrics reflect events and the
reality of living through the
conflict.
“We want to show the reflec-
tion of contemporary artists to
the situation in Ukraine, and in
general to Ukraine at war …
That’s why the project is called
Epoch,’ because it is a transmis-
sion of the era we are living in,”
Borodyn said.
What also unites all the songs
is language. Since the start of
the full-scale invasion on
February 24, 2022, Ukrainian
music has experienced some-
what of a revival with many
artists shunning the tradition-
al Russian pop scene that dom-
inated the post-Soviet era.
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Judge rejects Trump’s bid to dismiss hush
money conviction because of SC immunity 
AP n NEW YORK

Ajudge Monday rejected
President-elect Donald

Trump’s bid to have his hush
money conviction dismissed
because of the U.S. Supreme
Court’s recent ruling on presiden-
tial immunity. But the case’s
overall future remains unclear. 
Manhattan Judge Juan M.
Merchan’s decision eliminates
one potential off-ramp from the
case ahead of Trump’s return to
office next month. His lawyers
have raised other arguments for
dismissal, however. 
Prosecutors have said there
should be some accommodation
for his upcoming presidency,
but they insist the conviction
should stand. 
A jury convicted Trump in May
of 34 counts of falsifying business

records related to a USD 130,000
hush money payment to porn
actor Stormy Daniels in 2016.
Trump denies wrongdoing.
The allegations involved a
scheme to hide the payout to
Daniels during the final days of
Trump’s 2016 presidential cam-
paign to keep her from publicis-
ing — and keep voters from hear-
ing — her claim of a sexual
encounter with the married then-
businessman years earlier. He
says nothing sexual happened
between them. 
A month after the verdict, the
Supreme Court ruled that ex-
presidents can’t be prosecuted for
official acts — things they did in
the course of running the coun-
try — and that prosecutors can’t
cite those actions to bolster a case
centred on purely personal, unof-
ficial conduct. 

Trump’s lawyers then cited the
Supreme Court opinion to argue
that the hush money jury got
some improper evidence, such as
Trump’s presidential financial
disclosure form, testimony from
some White House aides and
social media posts made while he
was in office. In Monday’s ruling,
Merchan denied the bulk of
Trump’s claims that some of
prosecutors’ evidence related to
official acts and implicated
immunity protections.
The judge said that even if he
found that some evidence relat-
ed to official conduct, he’d still
find that prosecutors’ decision to
use “these acts as evidence of the
decidedly personal acts of falsi-
fying business records poses no
danger of intrusion on the
authority and function of the
Executive Branch.”

Even if prosecutors had erro-
neously introduced evidence that
could be challenged under an
immunity claim, Merchan con-
tinued, “such error was harmless
in light of the overwhelming evi-
dence of guilt.” Prosecutors had
said the evidence in question was
only “a sliver” of their case.
Trump communications director
Steven Cheung on Monday
called Merchan’s decision a
“direct violation of the Supreme
Court’s decision on immunity,
and other longstanding jurispru-
dence.”
“This lawless case should have
never been brought, and the
Constitution demands that it be
immediately dismissed,” Cheung
said in a statement. 
The Manhattan district attorney’s
office, which prosecuted the
case, declined to comment.

Political strife erupts over South Korean court
as it is set to determine fate of impeached Yoon
AP n SEOUL

South Korea’s acting leader
vowed Tuesday to convey to

the world that things are back
to normal following parlia-
ment’s impeachment of conser-
vative President Yoon Suk Yeol,
but rival parties began squab-
bling over the mechanics of a
court ruling to determine
whether to formally unseat or
reinstate him.
The country’s liberal opposi-
tion-controlled parliament
voted to impeach Yoon last
Saturday over his short-lived
December 3 martial law impo-
sition, suspending his presiden-
tial powers until the
Constitutional Court deter-
mines whether to uphold or
overturn the decision. If Yoon
is dismissed, a national election
must be held to pick his succes-
sor within two months. 
Prime Minister Han Duck-
soo, who became acting leader,
has taken steps to reassure the
US and other countries and sta-
bilise markets. Presiding over a
Cabinet Council meeting on
Tuesday, Han said he will “con-
tinuously do my utmost to
inform the international soci-
ety that Republic of Korea is
fast regaining stability and
maintain confidence with part-
ners.”
But the country’s intense polit-
ical strife appears to be far from
over, as the rival parties began
bickering over whether to fill
three vacant justices’ seats at the
Constitutional Court.
To formally end Yoon’s presi-
dency, the nine-member court
panel needs support from at
least six justices. But since
three seats remain vacant fol-
lowing retirements, a unani-

mous decision in favour of
Yoon’s impeachment is
required to throw him out of
office for good.
Three of the court’s nine jus-
tices are directly appointed by
the president. Three others are
nominated by the Supreme
Court head and another three
by the National Assembly, and
their formal appointments by
the president has widely been
a formality. The three seats that
are currently open are to be
nominated by the National
Assembly — two by the
Democratic Party and the other
by Yoon’s ruling People Power
Party.
The court can rule on Yoon’s
case only with the current six
justices. But the main liberal
opposition Democratic Party,
which led the impeachment
efforts against Yoon, has said it
would speed up the process of
restoring the court’s nine-jus-
tice system to promote fairness
and public confidence in its
ruling.
But PPP floor leader Kweon
Seong-dong, a Yoon loyalist,
created a stir Tuesday as he
voiced his objection to a
Democratic Party push to fill
the three vacancies. He said it
would be inappropriate for
Han, the acting leader, to
appoint justices nominated by
parliament, saying such author-
ities solely rest with the presi-
dent.
“An acting president can
appoint Constitutional Court
justices when there is a presi-
dential vacancy, but not when
the president’s duties are just
suspended,” Kweon said.
Many observers say the court’s
current six-member configura-
tion is advantageous for Yoon’s

chances to return to office, as
it would only require a single
justice rejecting the parliament
impeachment. They note
Cheong Hyungsik, one of the
six justices, is a clear conserv-
ative who was directly appoint-
ed by Yoon.
The Democratic Party quickly
dismissed Kweon’s argument as
“absurd and utterly nonsensi-
cal” and urged PPP to abide by
a November agreement
between the rival parties to
nominate the three
Constitutional Court justices.
Party lawmaker and spokesper-
son Jo Seoung-lae said PPP has
“blatantly revealed their true
intention to obstruct the con-
stitutional trial.”
There was no immediate
response from Han, who dur-
ing the Cabinet meeting
stressed that the government
will cooperate with the ruling
and opposition parties to sta-
bilize the economy. 
There is no clear definition
about what an acting president
can and cannot do over the
appointments of court justices.
The Democratic party accuses
PPP of trying to drag out the
impeachment trial at the
Constitutional Court, which
has up to 180 days to determine
Yoon’s fate.
Time is a crucial issue for
Democratic Party leader Lee
Jae-myung, who is favored by
polls to win a presidential by-
election in the event of Yoon’s
ouster but grapples with his
own legal troubles. Lee could
possibly be prohibited from
running for president if the
appellate and Supreme courts
uphold his lower court convic-
tion for election law violation
in November.

Yoon faces allegations of rebel-
lion and abuse of power over
his martial law introduction.
Investigative authorities want
him to appear for questioning
later this week, but officials at
Yoon’s office and residence on
Monday refused to receive
requests for his appearance. 
The martial law declaration, the
first of its kind in more than 40
years, drew hundreds of troops
who tried to encircle parlia-
ment and prevent lawmakers
from voting on the decree.
Many lawmakers still man-
aged to get inside a National
Assembly chamber and voted
to overturn Yoon’s decree unan-
imously, forcing Yoon’s Cabinet
to lift it. Yoon’s decree, which
harkened back to an era of past
military-backed dictatorships,
has sparked massive street
protests calling for his ouster
and resulted in his approval rat-
ing plummeting. Yoon’s defense
minister, police chief and sev-
eral other senior military com-
manders have been arrested
over their roles in the martial
law enforcement. 
Supporters of Yoon worry that
his early exit would severely
hamper the country’s conserv-
atives and cause them to like-
ly lose a presidential by-election
to the liberals, like they did in
2017, when then-impeached
conservative President Park
Geun-hye was ousted and
arrested over a corruption
scandal.

Taipei mayor urges China
to lessen confrontation
AP n TAIPEI (TAIWAN)

The China-friendly mayor
of Taiwan’s capital, Taipei,

on Tuesday called for less
confrontation between the
sides, even as Beijing contin-
ues to send warships and fight-
er jets to intimidate the self-
governing island democracy. 
Chiang Wan-an was speaking
Tuesday at the 15th Taipei-
Shanghai Twin-City Forum,
which is not sanctioned by
Taiwan’s government, whose
official position is that Taiwan
is already an independent
country with no reason to
unify with China. 
Chiang put a somewhat
romantic twist on his remarks,
saying “I am a Taipei mayor
elected by the people. I have
high expectations for whether
there is peace, tension, or
development across the strait.
I think there should be more
... lights on fishing boats at
dawn and less noise of (war)
ships and (war) planes.”
Between Monday and Tuesday,
China sent 10 military aircraft
and seven aircraft toward
Taiwan, according to Taiwan’s
Defence Ministry. Four of the
aircraft crossed the middle
line of the Taiwan Strait that
forms an unofficial border

between the sides. 
China considers Taiwan part
of its territory, to be brought
under its control by force if
necessary, although econom-
ic ties between the sides —
especially with China’s finan-
cial hub of Shanghai — remain
robust, with an emphasis on
high-tech. Shanghai’s repre-
sentative, Vice Mayor Hua
Yuan, told the 102 participants
that, “the people of the two
sides are all one family.” 
Taiwan banned nine Chinese
reporters from the gathering,
saying they were superfluous,
along with a Shanghai official
for Taiwan affairs, in response
to new, harsh new penalties
targeting “diehard Taiwan
independence separatists.”
Taiwan’s Mainland Affairs
Council said Beijing’s move
had severely disrupted already
meagre bilateral exchanges
and put Taiwanese residents in
China at risk. 
Faced with China’s massive
military, Taiwan has been
upgrading its defences with
latest version F-16 fighter jets,
missiles, submarines and
artillery. On Monday, Taiwan
began unloading 38 US-made
M1A2T tanks that represent a
quantum leap in Taiwan’s out-
dated land defences. 

Earthquake causes 
damage in Vanuatu
AP n WELLINGTON (NEW
ZEALAND)

Apowerful magnitude 7.3
earthquake struck just off

the coast of Vanuatu on Tuesday,
causing widespread destruc-
tion in the South Pacific island
nation as the injured began
arriving at a hospital and uncon-
firmed reports of casualties
emerged.
A tsunami warning was called
off less than two hours after the
quake. With communications
still down hours later and offi-
cial information scarce, wit-
ness accounts of casualties began
to surface on social media and
through patchy phone calls.
The earthquake happened at
just before 1 pm at a depth of 57
kilometres and was centred 30
kilometres west of Port Vila, the
largest city in Vanuatu — a
group of 80 islands that is home
to about 3,30,000 people. It
was followed by a magnitude 5.5
aftershock near the same loca-
tion, with tremors continuing
throughout the afternoon and
evening.
It was not immediately clear
how much damage was caused
as phone lines and government
websites remained down. In
the first official information
published on social media, the
Geohazards Department said its
monitoring systems remained

offline due to power outages.
Residents were urged to stay
away from coastlines for at least
24 hours — and until tsunami
and earthquake monitoring sys-
tems were operational once
again. No confirmed reports of
damage or casualties were pro-
vided, but accounts detailing
widespread destruction filtered
out on social media and in inter-
views.
Crowds outside the hospital:
Dan McGarry, a journalist based
in Port Vila, told The Associated
Press he heard of one death
from a police officer outside Vila
Central Hospital. McGarry saw
three people on gurneys “in
obvious distress,” he said.
Doctors were working “as fast as
they could” at a triage centre
outside the emergency ward, he
added. But the nation is not
equipped for a mass casualty
event, McGarry said.
Video shared by the Vanuatu
Broadcasting and Television
Corporation showed crowds
outside the hospital. Phone
numbers for the police, the
hospital and other public agen-
cies did not connect.
A video posted on social media
appeared to show crumpled
buildings in Port Vila, including
one that had collapsed onto its
lower floors and cars parked on
the street below
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Chairman XI team defeated Director XI team 

and won the trophy. 

Shimla: In the final match of the cricket competition played on 

the occasion of 18th foundation day of Himachal Pradesh Power 

Corporation Limited, Chairman XI team defeated Director XI 

team by 8 wickets at Bishop Cotton School ground and captured 

the trophy. Director XI team batted first and scored 137 runs in 

20 overs. Sunny scored 36 runs and Naresh Thakur scored 23 

runs. From Chairman XI side, Lavish Letka took two wickets 

for 12 runs in four overs. Sanju took two wickets for 23 runs. 

Chairman XI team achieved the target by losing 2 wickets in 15 

overs. From Chairman XI side, Narender Thakur contributed 

the highest 68 runs and Satish Thakur scored 41 runs. Narender 

Thakur was awarded Man of the Tournament for his excellent 

performance in the tournament. 

Enhancing Safety Standards in the Chemicals 

and Petrochemicals Sector under Viksit 

Bharat@2047 

As part of the Government of India’s 100-Day Action Plan for 

Viksit Bharat@2047, the Department of Chemicals and 

Petrochemicals, Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers, has taken 

the initiative for improving safety standards in the chemicals and 

petrochemicals sector a top priority by focusing on enhanced 

training programs. This initiative underscores the government's 

firm commitment to safety, sustainability, and responsibility, aimed 

at creating a secure and environmentally-conscious industrial 

environment. Acknowledging the significant role of the chemicals 

and petrochemicals industry in driving economic growth, the 

program also addresses the risks associated with hazardous 

substances by ensuring the implementation of strong safety 

protocols to protect lives and the environment. As part of this 

initiative, a two-day residential training program on “Chemical 

and Petrochemical Industrial Safety” took place on December 16-

17, 2024, at FICCI, New Delhi. Organized by CIPET: IPT 

Murthal, the program specifically focused on Major Accident 

Hazard (MAH) units. The event was attended by 118 participants 

from 58 chemical industries, including MAH units.  

Aakash Educational Services Limited (AESL) 

Launches Exclusive Hindi YouTube Channel  for 

NEET and JEE Aspirants 

Rohtak: Aakash Educational Services Limited (AESL), the 

national leader in test preparatory services, is expanding its 

reach in the Hindi speaking states with the launch of a 

dedicated YouTube channel in Hindi for students of Grades 

8 to 12. This initiative aims to provide valuable support, 

particularly for those preparing for high stakes NEET and 

JEE examinations. Remarkably, the channel has achieved 

100,000 subscribers within just one month of its soft launch, 

showcasing the incredible support and engagement from 

young viewers. This milestone reflects our commitment to 

providing high-quality educational resources that resonate 

with our audience.The new platform offers students access 

to high-quality educational content in their regional 

language, making it easier for them to understand complex 

concepts. 

USP

I, Sunita Kumari (DOB 

02.09.1985) W/o Suresh Taxak  

R/o Village Bambora Tehsil 

Kishangarhbas Distt Khiarthal 

Tijara (Rajasthan) India declare 

that in Army Service record of my 

husband my name wrongly 

recorded as Sunita Devi. My 

correct name is Sunita Kumari. 

I, Savita Rajkumar 

Wankhade is legally wedded wife 

of Rajkumar Baburao Wankhade 

Resident of Village At 

Mahirabpura Achalpur PO 

Achalpur, Tehsil Achalpur District 

Amravati State Maharashtra 

Pincode-444806 have changed 

my name from Savita to Savita 

Rajkumar Wankhade due to 

wrong name recorded in my 

husband’s army service record 

vide affidavit no IN-

PB89710582163370W before 

Notary Public Gurdaspur dated 

17/12/2024. 

I, Rajkumar Baburao 

Wankhade Resident of Village At 

Mahirabpura Achalpur PO 

Achalpur, Tehsil Achalpur District 

Amravati State Maharashtra 

Pincode-444806 have changed 

my son name from Saurabh to 

Saurabh Rajkumar Wankhade 

due to wrong name recorded in 

my army service record vide 

affidavit no IN-

PB89713219246428W before 

Notary Public Gurdaspur dated 

17/12/2024. 

I, Rajkumar Baburao 

Wankhade Resident of Village At 

Mahirabpura Achalpur PO 

Achalpur, Tehsil Achalpur District 

Amravati State Maharashtra 

Pincode-444806 have changed 

my daughter name from Khushi to 

Khushi Rajkumar Wankhade due 

to wrong name recorded in my 

army service record vide affidavit 

no IN-PB89712500192700W  

before Notary Public Gurdaspur 

dated 17/12/2024 

I Krishna Malik, wife of 

Karnvir Singh, r/o Ward No. 2, 

Village Bhapra, Tehsil Samalkha, 

District Panipat. In some 

documents my name is Krishna 

malik and  Krishna. Now I have 

Changed the name Krishna malik 

to Krishna.  

I, Rahul S/O Sh. Puneet 

Kumar, R/O H1-901, Maya 

Garden City, Zirakpur. Mohali, 

Have Changed My Name From 

Rahul To Rahul Bansal. 

I, Puneet Kumar Podar, S/O 

Pawan Kumar, R/O H1-901, Maya 

Garden City, Zirakpur. Mohali, 

Have Changed My Name From 

Puneet Kumar Podar To Puneet 

Kumar. 

I,  Sanjeev Kumar Dhiman 

S/O Durga Dass Dhiman # 1413 

Sector-38 West, Dadu Majra 

Colony, Chandigarh, Have 

Changed The Name Of My Minor 

Daughter From Gurnoor To 

Gurnoor Dhiman 

I Renu Rani Goyal W/O 

Rakesh Goyal R/O H.No.888 

Abohar Road Sri Muktsar Sahib 

Have Changed My Name Renu 

Goyal. 

I Kanwarjit Singh S/O Iqbal 

Singh R/O Kaoni, Tehsil 

Gidderbaha, Distt. Sri Muktsar 

Sahib, I Have Changed My Name 

Kanwarjit Singh Brar To Kanwarjit 

Singh 

I Rohit Mittal Alias Rohit 

Bhateja S/O Sanjay Mittal R/O 

H.No. 859 Street No 1c Near 

Sewa Samiti, Abohar Distt 

Fazilka, Have Changed My Name 

From Rohit Mittal Alias Rohit 

Bhateja To Rohit Mittal. 

I, Ritu Chawla Wife Of Vanit 

Kumar Age 44 Years, Residing At 

House No.3096, St No 6, New 

Tagore Nagar, Badi Haibowal, 

Ludhiana. I Have Changed My 

Name From Ritu Chawla To Ritu. 

I, Vanit Kumar Kamra Son 

Of Raj Kumar, Age 44 Years, 

Residing At House No.3096, St 

No 6, New Tagore Nagar, Badi 

Haibowal, Ludhiana. I Have 

Changed My Name From Vanit 

Kumar Kamra To Vanit Kumar . 

I, Minakashi D/O Sh. Suresh 

Pal Sharma R/O House No. 902 

Ff, Sector-19 Panchkula Declare 

That In School Records Of My 

Son Name Written Mihul. 

Whereas Her Correct Name 

Chaitrik. 

I, Kewal Krishan Son of 

Jagdish Kumar Resident of 

1198/4, Gali No. 6 Jaura Fatak, 

Judge Nagar, Amritsar, Punjab 

have declare that my father was 

known by two names Jagdish and 

Jagdish Kumar and he was one 

and the Same Person 

I, Sukhdev Singh Gill S/o 

Jagdish Singh R/o Village Budha 

Theh Tehsi Majitha District 

Amritsar Have Changed Name 

Sukhdev Singh Gill To Sukhdev 

Singh 

I, Sahib Singh S/o Bachan 

Singh R/o Village Jhabhal Khurd 

Tehsil and District Tarn Taran have 

declare that Sahib is my Given 

name and Singh is my Surname 

I, Manjit Singh S/o Mukhtar 

Singh R/o Village Kasel Tehsil and 

District Tarn Taran have declare 

that Manjit is my Given name and 

Singh is my Surname 

I, Balkar Singh S/o Jagir 

Singh R/o Village Kals PO 

Mastgarh Tehsil Patti District Tarn 

Taran have changed my name 

from Balkar Singh to Kala Singh 

I, Deep Singh Thethi S/o 

Gurdeep Singh R/o VPO 

Mallanwala Khas Teh Zira District 

Ferozepur have changed my 

name from Deep Singh Thethi to 

Deep Singh 

I, Mejor Singh S/o Chattar 

Singh R/o VPO Hardorwal Kalan 

Tehsil Dera Baba Nanak District 

Gurdaspur have changed my 

name from Mejor Singh to Major 

Singh 

I, Chahat Kaher W/o 

Saurabh Mehta R/o 197-A, 

Basant Avenue, Amritsar have 

changed my name from Chahat 

Kaher to Chahat Mehta 

I, Gurvinder Kaur W/o 

Gurvail Singh R/o Village Basarke 

Gumanpura, PO Gomanpura, 

Amritsar have changed my name 

from Gurvinder Kaur to Gurwinder 

Kaur 

I, No.15337378P Baljit Singh 

S/o Gurmeet Singh R/o VPO 

Chabhal Kalan Tehsil and District 

Tarn Taran have changed my 

Daughter’s name from Saranjit 

Kaur to Sharanjit Kaur Vide 

Affidavit No.IN-

PB89653083484888W 

Dt.17.12.2024 before Executive 

Magistrate Amritsar 

I, hitherto known as 

Harbhinder Singh son of Kartar 

Singh residing at B-53/196, 

Ujagar Nagar, Batala, Distt. 

Gurdaspur-143505 Punjab have 

changed my name and shall 

hereafter be known as Harpinder 

Singh. 

I, Aayush Joshi S/o Daya 

Kishan Joshi  R/o  H. No. 504, 

Sector 8-B, have changed my 

name from Aayush Joshi to 

Aayush. 

I, Meenatchi Pazhani is 

legally Mother of Service No. 

16123873P Rank: NK Name: 

Sathish Kumar P residing at 

Village Venkatapuram Post 

Kavanur, Taluk Arcot, Distt. 

Ranipet (State) Tamil Nadu Pin-

632507, have changed my name 

from P Meenatchi to Meenatchi 

Pazhani. 

I No. JC-676831K Rank Nb 

Sub Name: Shrishail, Unit: 501 

ASC BN C/o 56 APO, Patiala 

That, I want to change the name 

of my son from Harnale Pruthvi 

Shrishail to Pruthviraj  Shrishail 

Harnale. 

I S Guruvammal is legally 

Mother of No. JC-314549X Nb 

Sub S Senthil Kumar of Unit 22 

Engr Regt, C/o 56 Apo Ferozepur 

Residing at 6/35B1, Mookkaiyur 

Road, Sayalgudi, Tal- Kadaladi, 

Sayalgudi, Ramanathapuram, 

State Tamil Nadu Pin-623120 

Declare That my Date of Birth 

01.07.1959 Wrongly written in my 

Son Army Service Records but 

my correct Date of birth is 

10/08/1960. 

I S Latha is legally Wife of 

No. JC-314549X Nb Sub S 

Senthil Kumar of Unit 22 Engr 

Regt, C/o 56 Apo Ferozepur 

Residing at 6/35B1, Mookkaiyur 

Road, Sayalgudi, Kadaladi, 

Sayalgudi, Ramanathapuram, 

State Tamil Nadu Pin-623120 

Declare That my Date of Birth 

07.04.1985 Wrongly written in my 

husband Army Service Records 

but my correct Date of birth is 

03/04/1985. 

I Shashikala Mulagundmath 

is legally Wife of Army No. JC-

311609W, Sub Maj, Mahantesh C 

Keladimatha of Unit 22 Engr Regt 

C/o 56 Apo Ferozepur Residing of 

Yaliwal, Dharwad State 

Karnataka Pin-581207 Declare 

That my Name Shashikala Mk 

and Date of Birth 18.08.1980 

Wrongly written in my Husband 

Army Service Records but my 

correct Name is Shashikala 

Mulagundmath and Date of Birth 

is 22.07.1980. 

I T Rani is legally Mother of 

No. 16117660L Rank Hav 

Chinnadurai C of Unit 22 Engr 

Regt, C/o 56 Apo Ferozepur 

Residing at D No 5/63, 

Sulagunda, Vtc Raya kotta. Po. 

Baliganur Tehsil Denkanikottai, 

District Krishnagiri, State Tamil 

Nadu Pin-635116 Declare That 

my Name Rani T and Date of 

Birth 01.07.1964 Wrongly written 

in my Son Army Service Records 

but my correct Name is T Rani 

and Date of birth is 15.03.1965. 

I, Army No. 16116569H NK 

(L) Harisha MD of Unit 426 I FD 

COY c/o 56 APO, resident of Near 

Govt. Hospital, Melagodu village 

and PO, Dudda Hobli, Hassan 

Talluk and District Hassan State: 

Karnataka, 573201 have changed 

my mother name from 

Laxmamma to Lakshmamma & 

Date of birth 01.07.1961 to 

01.01.1962. 

I, Mohinder Singh father of 

Army No 13755780H Ex Sepoy 

Jarnail Singh Resident of Village 

Hamad Wala Uttar Post Office 

Khosa Dal Singh Tehsil Zira 

District Ferozepur, Punjab have 

changed my name from Mohinder 

Singh to Mahinder Singh and also 

changed my date of birth from 05 

Jun 1941 to 01 Jan 1939 in my 

son Army Service Records as per 

affidavit dated 17 Dec 2024.  

I, Darshan S/O Gurbax 

Singh, permanent residence of 

Village Jharu Nangal, P.O. 

Dhulka, Dist. Amritsar, Punjab, 

India, currently residing at Flat 

1103, Sui Moon House, Siu Sai 

Wan Estate, Hong Kong; that I 

have changed my name from 

Darshan to Satnam Singh. 

I, Savita W/o  Rajesh Kumar 

R/o #4452, defence colony Jind-

126102 I have declared that my 

name Changed from Savita To 

Savita Gehlawat. In future all 

purposes. 

I, Sukhvir Singh S/o Siya 

Lal Village Harigarh Bhorakh, 

Pehowa, Kurukshetra By mistake 

in my driving license my name is 

Sukhbir Singh whereas as per all 

my documents my correct name 

is Sukhvir Singh 

I, Raghbir S/o Moman 

Ashan Patti VPO bhagal, Kaithal 

have changed my name Raghuvir 

Singh. 

I, Inder Jit Singh S/o Jai 

Singh Vill.Siana Saidan, Pehowa, 

Kurukshetra have Changed my 

name Inder Jit 

I, Lakhbir Singh S/O 

Surender Singh R/O Village 

Bodhni, Pehowa, Kurukshetra, 

Haryana Changed Given Name 

Lakhbir Surname Singh. 

I, Kuda Ram S/o Bhala Ram 

Vill.Pabnawa, Kaithal have 

Changed my name Kura Ram. 

I, Palwinder Kaur w/o 

Saroop Singh r/o Vill. Gorsian 

Nihal, Po. Ramewal, Tehsil 

Phillaur, Distt. Jalandhar, Punjab-

144039 have changed my name 

from Amarjit Kaur to Palwinder 

Kaur. 

I, Amandeep Kaur D/o 

Sandeep Singh R/o Village 

Gopalian, Po. Jangliana, Distt. 

Hoshiarpur have changed my 

name from Amandeep Kaur to 

Kaur Amandeep. (Surname as 

Kaur). 

I, Mandeep Kaur W/o 

Satnam Singh Malhi R/o Vill. 

Badduwl, Po.Dharmkot, Distt. 

Moga have changed my daughter 

name spelling from Ashmeen Kaur 

Malhi to  Aishmeen Kaur Malhi. 

I, hitherto Known as S K 

Allauddin S/o Shaikh Johur Ali R/o 

H.No. 215, Ahluwalia Mohalla, 

Khalwara Gate, Phagwara, Distt. 

Kapurthala-144401, Punjab have 

changed my name and shall 

hereafter be known as  Shaikh 

Alauddin.  

I, Abhishek Duggal S/O 

Jaswant Rai R/O Village Dhilwan, 

PO. Dakoha, Distt. Jalandhar-

144023 Want To Add Surname On 

Passport My Given Name On 

Passport Is Abhishek Duggal But I 

Want Duggal As My Surname. 

I, Deepti Narang W/O 

Gaurav Kumar Kalra R/O H. 

NO.614/13, Keshav vihar, 4 marla 

colony, Pehowa, Kurukshetra, 

Haryana Changed  Name Deepti 

Kalra. 

I, Ex Army No.13753640x 

Rank Hav Mangal Dass S/O Sain 

Dass. R/O Village- Chhina Ret 

Wala, Tehsil/District- Gurdaspur, 

Pin Code- 143518, Punjab, India. 

Declare That In My Army Service 

Record My Daughter Name Kajol 

Is Wrong. But My Daughter Name 

Kajal Is Correct. Vide Affidavit 

No.In-Pb89616844124257w 

Dated 17-12-2024 Before 

Executive Magistrate Gurdaspur. 

I, Ex Army No.13753640x 

Rank Hav Mangal Dass S/O Sain 

Dass. R/O Village- Chhina Ret 

Wala, Tehsil/District- Gurdaspur, 

Pin Code- 143518, Punjab, India. 

Declare That In My Army Service 

Record My Wife Name Manjit Kaur 

His Date Of Birth 30-06-1977 Is 

Wrong. But My Wife Date Of Birth 

09-06-1977 Is Correct Vide 

Affidavit No.In-

Pb89618824460484w, Dated 

17-12-2024 Before Executive 

Magistrate Gurdaspur. 

I, Harbhajan Singh S/O 

Balbir Singh R/O Village – 

Bidhipur. Po- Dhariwal, 

Tehsil/Distt- Gurdaspur, Punjab, 

India. Declare That My Given 

Name As Harbhajan And My 

Surname As Singh. 

I, Shivanee Devi spouse of 

No. 15802139K Rank Nk (GNR) 

Name Rahul Kumar presently 

residing at H.No 386, Nagla Bada, 

Dauki , Agra  (Uttar Pradesh) PIN- 

283111, have changed my name 

from Shivanee Devi to Shivani 

Devi vide affidavit No. IN-

PB89712816293810W Dated 

17-12-2024 before Notary Public 

Pathankot (Punjab). 

I, Paramjit Kaur Mother of 

No.4483494X Hav Rampal Singh 

resident of Village- Moranwali, 

Post- Lassol, Tehsil- Malerkotla, 

District- Sangrur, State- Punjab, 

Pin-148023, have changed my 

name from Paramjeet Kaur to 

Paramjit Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB88453036242978W  dated 13 

Dec 2024 before notary public 

Pathankot 

I   Sunita Devi  Wife of  No. \ 

16012110K Ex RFN Sandeep 

Kumar  resident  of  VPO Makrauli 

Khurd,  Tehsil & District  Rohtak,  

(Haryana) Have Changed My 

Name  In My  Husband's Army 

Record  From Sunita Devi 

(Existing Name) To  Sunita (New 

Name)   In Future  I Shall May Be 

Known/Written/Called As  Sunita  

For All Work Purposes,  Please 

Correct In My Husband Army 

Records, Vide  Affidavit Dated  17 

Dec 2024 Before Executive 

Magistrate (Rohtak) 

I   Vidhi (existing name) d/o 

Satish  resident  of  VPO Ghilour 

Kalan, Tehsil Rohtak, District  

Rohtak,  (Haryana) declare that  I 

have changed my  name  from  

Vidhi (existing name) to Vidhi 

Deshwal (new name)  Vidhi and 

Vidhi Deshwal both name are 

same & one person. In future  I  

shall may be known/Written Called 

as Vidhi Deshwal ( as per my 

Aadhar Card and Pan Card) for all 

work purposes,  Vide  Affidavit 

dated  17  DEC 2024 before 

Notary Public, (Rohtak) 

I, Kasthuri  am Mother of 

Army No- 15793687X Rank-

Nk(DS) Name- Vinoth Kumar E 

Presently Posted At Unit: Unit: 142 

AD Regt (SP) C/o 56 APO, 

Permanent Address: No 407. 

Pillaiyar Koil Street, Valiyur, 

Vazhiyur, Tiruvannamalai, Tamil 

Nadu-632315 Declare that I have 

Correct my Date of birth from 

15/03/1962 to 16/05/1962. Vide 

Affidavit No-48AA 901178, Dated: 

17-12-24 

I, JC No-589106F Rank-

Nb/Sub Name-Skalzang 

Thapkhey Presently Posted at 

Unit: 5 Ladakh Scouts C/o 56 APO 

Chandimandir Panchkula Haryana 

Permanent Address: Pibting, Ofti 

Pipting, Kargil, Padum, Jammu 

and Kashmir-194302 Declare that 

I have Correct my Daughter 

Stanzin Zangmo Date of Birth from 

18/08/2012 to 12/06/2009. Vide 

Affidavit No-48AA 901181, Dated: 

17-12-24 

I, Army No- 9928817M 

Rank-Hav Name- Mohammad Ali 

Presently Posted at Unit: 5 

Ladakh Scouts C/o 56 APO 

Chandimandir Panchkula 

Haryana Permanent Address: 

Turtuk Nubra, Turtuk, Leh, Turtuk, 

Jammu and Kashmir-194401  

Declare that I have Correct my 

Son Mohd Issa Date of Birth from 

06/01/2013 to 06/01/2014. Vide 

Affidavit No-48AA 901182, Dated: 

17-12-24 

I, Chosphel Gyatso am Son 

JC No-589106F Rank-Nb/Sub 

Name-Skalzang Thapkhey 

Presently Posted at Unit: 5 

Ladakh Scouts C/o 56 APO 

Chandimandir Panchkula 

Haryana Permanent Address: 

Pibting, Ofti Pipting, Kargil, 

Padum, Jammu and Kashmir-

194302 Declare that I Correct my 

Date of birth from 09/04/2005 to 

04/09/2005. Vide Affidavit No-

48AA 901180, Dated: 17-12-24 

I, Padma Ladol am legally 

Wedded Spouse of Army No-

9928351P Rank-Hav 

Name-Tumchos Gurmath 

Presently Posted at Unit: 5 

Ladakh Scouts C/o 56 APO 

Chandimandir Panchkula 

Haryana Permanent Address: 

Fokar Foo, Shargol, Karamba, 

Karamba, Kargil, Jammu And 

Kashmir, 194109 Declare that I 

have Correct My Date of birth from 

05/08/1985 to 03/01/1984. Vide 

Affidavit No-48AA 901179, Dated: 

17-12-24 

I, Army No- 9928817M 

Rank-Hav Name- Mohammad Ali 

Presently Posted at Unit: 5 

Ladakh Scouts C/o 56 APO 

Chandimandir Panchkula 

Haryana Permanent Address: 

Turtuk Nubra, Turtuk, Leh, Turtuk, 

Jammu and Kashmir-194401 

Declare that I have Correct my 

Daughter Gulnaz Akhtar Date of 

Birth from 27/02/2016 to 

22/02/2017. Vide Affidavit No-

48AA 901183, Dated: 17/12/24 

I, Ashok Sambhaji Aravde 

Father  Of  No - 15682567k Hav  

Aravde Santosh Ashok Unit 31 

Nsr Chandimandir  C/O 56 Apo  

My  Name Is Ashok & Date Of 

Birth Is 01 Jul 1954 Wrongly 

Entered  In My Son  Service 

Record. My  Correct Full Name Is 

Ashok Sambhaji Aravde & Date 

Of Birth Is 01 Mar 1959. 

I Puja Devi Wife Of Army No. 

4084060w, Rank Hav Name 

Sukhpal Singh, Unit 22 Garh Rif 

Residing At Vill & Po Jogiyana 

Athhoorwala, Po-Koti, Tehsil 

Doiwala, District Dehradun, 

Uttarakhand, Pin-248001 Have 

Changed My Dob From 01-07-

1989 To 01-07-1988 Through Vide 

Document No. In-

Pb80249001608561w, Dated 

18-11-2024 Before Notary Public 

Pathankot 

I, Army No. 1064600A Rank 

Hav. Om Prakash R/o Village 

Ahirka Teh. and Distt. Jind (Hr), 

declare that My Son name is 

Enderjit and D.O.B is 23-10-1991 

as per my Army Service record, 

that's incorrect but his correct 

name is Inderjeet and D.O.B is 05-

05-1992 as per educational /civil 

documents. 

I Gurnam Singh Gill S/O 

Kaur Singh R/O Jangir Patti Vpo. 

Charik Moga Punjab Have 

Changed My Name To Gurnam 

Singh. 

I Gurlal Singh S/O Ranjit 

Singh R/O Vpo. Mallo Ke 

(Ferozepur) Have Changed My 

Name Gurlal Singh To Gurlal 

Singh Gill. All Concerned Note.  

I Baltej Singh S/O Ranjeet 

Singh R/O Vpo. Mallo Ke 

(Ferozepur) Have Changed My 

Name Baltej Singh To Baltej Singh 

Gill. All Concerned Note.  

I Amarjoyt W/O Parmjeet 

Singh R/O H.No.-100 Modal Town 

Guruharsahai Distt. Ferozepur 

Have Changed My Name To 

Amarjot Kaur. 

I Paramjit Singh S/O 

Warayam Singh R/O H.No.-100 

Modal Town Guruharsahai Distt. 

Ferozepur Have Changed My 

Name To Parmjeet Singh. 

I Satnam Singh S/O 

Joginder Singh R/O Vill. Phalahi 

P.O. Bhatrana, District Hoshiarpur 

Punjab, Declare That My Given 

Name As Satnam And My 

Surname As Singh. 

I Paramjit Kaur W/O 

Rajinder Singh R/O Vpo. Kadiana, 

District Hoshiarpur, Punjab Have 

Changed My Name To Paramjeet 

Kaur. 

I, Gurbinder Singh S/O 

Rattan Singh R/O Vill. Kasba 

Saristpur, P.O. Manak Dheri, Distt. 

Hoshiarpur, Punjab Have 

Changed My Name From 

Gurbinder Singh To Gurvinder 

Singh. 

I Simi D/O Kashmiri Lal R/O 

Village Uppal Bhupa, Tehsil 

Phillaur, District Jalandhar Have 

Changed My Name From Simi To 

Simi Simi. 

I Reetu D/O Kashmiri Lal R/O 

Village Uppal Bhupa, Tehsil 

Phillaur, District Jalandhar Have 

Changed My Name From Reetu 

To Reetu Reetu. 

I Gursewak Pal Singh S/O 

Hardeep Singh R/O H.No.410 

Model Colony Jagirpur Ludhiana 

Have Changed My Name Singh 

(Surname) Gursewak Pal. 

I Gurminder Singh 

Khandpur S/O Tarlok Sngh R/O 

Talwandi Bhai (Ferozepur) Have 

Changed My Name To Gurminder 

Singh. 

I Kirandeep Kaur W/O 

Gursewak Singh Brar R/O 

Jawahar Singh Wala Distt. 

Ferozepur Have Changed My 

Name As Kirandeep Kaur Brar. 

I Gursharan Singh S/O 

Jaspal Singh R/O Mahla Kalan 

Distt. Moga Have Changed My 

Name As Gursharan Singh 

Sangha. 

I, Bindya Rani W/o Sanjeev 

Kumar Sharma R/O Grewal Street 

No 1, Near Spring Dale  School, 

Khanna Tehsil Khanna Distt. 

Ludhiana solemnly declare that I 

have changed my name from 

Bindya Rani to Bindya Sharma. 

I, Ashwani Kumar S/o Sham 

Lal R/o Raikot (Ludhiana) have 

changed my name to Ashwani 

Kumar Bansal. 

I, Pinki Sharma W/o 

Gurcharan Singh R/o Vill: Karkaur 

Teh-Dera Bassi (SAS Nagar, 

Mohali) have changed my name 

from Pinki to Pinki Sharma. 

I, Jagrup Singh S/o Karam 

Singh R/o Jaitu (Faridkot) have 

changed my name to Jagroop 

Singh. 

I, Balkaran Singh Kalyan 

S/o Surjit Singh R/o Vpo. Behbal 

Kalan (Faridkot) have changed 

my name to Balkaran Singh. 

I, Sanjeev Kumar S/o Tilak 

Raj R/o St.No. 12-C W.No. 16 

Krishna Nagar Khanna Teh-

Khanna (Ludhiana) have changed 

my name to Sanjeev Kumar 

Passi. 

I, Rajwant Singh S/o Ram 

Chander R/o New Abadi, Balocha 

Wali Basti, Circular Road, 

Ferozeur City have changed my 

name to Rajwant Singh Jaiswal. 

I Nandan wife of Chandan 

Monga Resident of Village Guru 

Har Sahai Tehsil Guru Har Sahai 

District Ferozepur have Changed 

my name to Nandan Monga. 

I, Army No. JC-311609W 

Sub Maj Mahantesh C 

Keladimatha of Unit 22 Engr Regt 

C/o 56 Apo Ferozepur Residing of 

Yaliwal, Dharwad State Karnataka 

Pin-581207 Declare That my 

Daughter Name Ananya Wrongly 

written in my Army Service 

Records but my Daughter correct 

Name is Ananya Mahantesh 

Keladimath. 

I, Ambanna Vithoba 

Satalagaon is father of Army No. 

16132919N Spr Mahantesh 

Satalagaon of Unit 5 Engr Regt 

c/o 56 APO, have changed my 

name from Ambanna Satalagaon 

to Ambanna Vithoba Satalagaon 

due to erroneous mistake in my 

son's service record. 

I, Army No. 15161666W, Hav, 

Parmar Ashvin Hardas, Unit of 

197 FD Regt Residing at Village & 

Post Divasa Tehsil Mangrol 

District Junagadh Pin 362240 

State Gujarat have changed my 

minor son name from Karpa Ben 

Parmer to Parmar Krupa Ben 

Ashvin Bhai Vide Affidavit Dated 

17 December 2024 before at 

Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Prittam Singh S/o 

Bhagwan Singh R/o VPO Jarg, 

Tehsil Payal (Ludhiana) have 

changed my name to Pritam 

Singh. 

I, Gurjit Kaur W/o Pritam 

Singh R/o VPO Jarg, Tehsil Payal 

(Ludhiana) have changed my 

name to Gurjeet Kaur. 

I, Gurcharn Singh S/o 

Bachan Singh R/o Village 

Gazipur, Po. Chakohi, Tehsil 

Khanna (Ludhiana) have 

changed my name to Gurcharan 

Singh. 

I, Suneel Datt S/o Satpal 

Joshi R/o Vill: Sohian Po. Kurala 

Kalan Teh-Dasuya (Hoshiarpur) 

Pb, have changed my name to 

Sunil Dutt. 

I, Manjit Singh S/o Darshan 

Singh R/o Vill: Rasulpur Teh-

Tanda (Hoshiarpur) Pb, have 

changed my name to Manjit 

Singh Chauhan. 

I Sumit Wadhwa S/o Sh. 

Mulakh Raj wadhwa R/O 

H.No.15/32  Subhash Gate 

Karnal (Haryana) have changed 

my name from Sumit Wadhwa to 

Sumit Kumar Wadhwa. 

I Sodhi S/o Dalbir Singh R/o 

Village Rampur, PO- Bagga, 

Tehsil-Shahkot, Distt- Jalandhar, 

Punjab -144703, have changed 

my name to Sodhi Singh. 

I Charanjit kaur  D/o Jagir 

Singh and W/o Sawaran Singh 

R/o Ward No-13, Mohalla Vikas 

nagar, backside Bus Stand, VTC. 

Shahkot, Po; Shahkot, District -

Jalandhar, Punjab-144702, have 

changed my name to Sukhdeep 

Kaur. 

 

Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME

The Pioneer does not take 

responsibility for the contents 

for the advertisement (Display / 

Classified) carried in this 

newspaper. The Paper does 

not endorse the same. Readers 

are requested to verify the 

content on their own. 
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AP n LAUSANNE

World Cup winner
Spain will chase a
sweep of major

women’s soccer titles at the
2025 European
Championship after drawing
a group with Italy, Belgium
and Portugal.
A European title would
complete the set for Spain
women after winning the
inaugural UEFA Nations
League in February for coach
Montse Tomé, who took over
when the team and federation
was in turmoil after the 2023
world title win in Sydney.
Tomé is the only female
coach in Spain’s Euro 2025
group.
Euro 2025 host Switzerland
will open the 16-nation
tournament against Norway
on July 2 in Basel. The group
also includes Iceland and
Finland.
The past two European
champions, titleholder

England and Euro 2017
winner the Netherlands,
landed in a strong group with
top-seeded France and Wales.
France and England reunite
next July 5 in Zurich after
coming through the same
qualifying group, in which
they traded away wins in a
five-day spell and France
finished on top of the
standings.
“We had some beautiful
matches in May and June. It’s
a very good challenge,”
France coach Laurent
Bonadei said.
Germany, the record eight-
time European champion,
was drawn with Denmark,
Poland and Sweden, the
inaugural winner in 1984.
Basel’s St. Jakob Park stadium
also will host the final on July
27. More than 700,000 tickets
are publicly available for the
31 games being hosted in
eight Swiss cities. 
Switzerland has the
responsibility to continue the

momentum in European
women’s soccer after three
successful major
tournaments.
France hosted the 2019
Women’s World Cup, won by
the United States; host
England won the Euro 2022
final against Germany
watched by more than 87,000
fans at Wembley Stadium;
and Spain and England
played for the 2023 world title
at the first 32-team
tournament, hosted by
Australia and New Zealand.
“For me it is the perfect
moment for this tournament
to come here,” said retired
Swiss great Lara
Dickenmann, a two-time
Champions League winner
with Lyon. 
“It will be a game-changer for
us,” Dickenmann told The
Associated Press. “It’s going
to be really important for the
Swiss population but also for
the Swiss media, Swiss
politics, on any level that

takes part in football.”
Switzerland will start against
Norway — which lost the
2023 World Cup opening
game against New Zealand —
one month after the same
teams meet in a Nations
League group that also
includes Iceland.
Switzerland coach Pia
Sundhage said she aimed to
field her best team in what
will be a final competitive
warmup for Euro 2025.
“Confidence can take any
team anywhere,” said
Sundhage, the Swedish
veteran who led the U.S. To
back-to-back Olympic titles
in 2008 and 2012.
England coach Sarina
Wiegman has won the past
two Euros titles, after leading
her native Netherlands to the
2017 title, and suggested it
will be an open and exciting
tournament in Switzerland.
“It’s not just three or four
countries” who can win,
Wiegman said.

Spain drawn with Italy, Belgium and Portugal in Euro 2025 group

AP n DOHA

Real Madrid star Vinícius
Júnior is about to find out

if he’ll be finally getting his
hands on a big global player
award.
FIFA’s “The Best” awards take
place on Tuesday, when the
top men’s and women’s soccer
players of 2024 will be
announced based on voting
by fans, the current captains
and coaches of all national
teams, and media
representatives. It is FIFA’s
version of the older and more
prestigious Ballon d’Or prize.
Vinícius is on an 11-player
shortlist for the best men’s
player, having been so
disappointed to lose out to
Manchester City midfielder
Rodri for the Ballon d’Or in
October that he and his
Madrid team snubbed the
ceremony in Paris in protest.
The FIFA ceremony starts at

1700 GMT in Doha, where
Madrid and Vinicius traveled
on Monday for the
Intercontinental Cup final
against Pachuca.
Rodri is also on the shortlist,
along with Kylian Mbappé
and Lionel Messi — last year’s
winner of the FIFA prize on a
tiebreaker over Erling

Haaland.
Barcelona playmaker Aitana
Bonmati won the best
women’s player for 2023 and
is seeking back-to-back FIFA
prizes as one of four Spain
players on the 16-woman
shortlist.
Bonmati has won the Ballon
d’Or for two straight years,

and won the Spanish league,
Spanish cup and Champions
League with Barcelona in
2024.
The contenders have been
selected based on their
performances from Aug. 21,
2023, to Aug. 10. 2024.
FIFA said the award winners
have been decided by an
“equally weighted voting
system” between fans, the
captains and coaches, and the
media.
The best men’s and women’s
coaches and the best men’s
and women’s goalkeepers will
also be announced, along
with the best men’s and
women’s 11s and the Marta
and Puskás Awards for the
best goals in women’s and
men’s soccer, respectively.
Among those attending the
gala dinner at the Aspire
Academy in Doha will be
FIFA President Gianni
Infantino.

PTI n NEW DELHI

Hockey India on Tuesday
announced free entry for

fans for both men’s and
women’s matches of the
Hockey India League to be
played at Rourkela and
Ranchi.
The eight-team men’s HIL in
a new format will start on
December 28 at Rourkela’s
Birsa Munda Stadium and
will conclude on February 1,
2025. The women’s edition
comprising four teams will be
held at Ranchi’s Marang
Gomke Jaipal Singh Munda
Astro Turf Stadium from
January 12-26.
Additionally, HI said select

matches of both men’s and
women’s categories will be
held at alternate venues to
“expand the league’s reach”.
“By foregoing revenue from
ticket sales, Hockey India
aims to build a stronger
connection between the sport
and its passionate supporters,
encouraging more people to
experience the thrill of live
hockey,” HI said in a media
release.
HIL governing committee
chairman Dilip Tirkey said,
“By offering free tickets, we
are ensuring that everyone,
regardless of financial status,
has the opportunity to
experience live hockey at its
best.”

PTI n NEW DELHI

In an ideal world, politics
and sport are not meant to

be mixed. But then the world
of Indian wrestling was far
from ideal in 2024 with
Vinesh Phogat’s Olympic
dejection and the never-
ending administrative chaos
pulling down a once
flourishing sport.
From the time when
Wrestling Federation of India
elections were held, exactly a
year back, to the recent
National Championships in
Benglauru, Indian wrestling
has seemed like a rudderless
ship.
Not too long ago, wrestling
had developed into a sport
that promised unprecedented
Olympic success but cut to
Paris 2024, Aman Sehrawat’s
bronze medal was what saved
the delegation the blushes

after Phogat’s seemingly
destined gold slipped through
her grasp due to a cruel twist
of fate.
She was, for better or for
worse, the most intriguing
story of Indian wrestling this
year.
She punished herself to fight
in a lower weight category
after her preferred class was
already booked for the
Olympics, downed the then
unbeaten Japanese legend Yui
Susaki in her opening round
in Paris and then ended up
disqualified for being 100gm
overweight on the morning of
the final.
A day later, she gave up on her
sporting career, declaring that
the fight had left her.
She wasn’t done though.
Following an emotionally
overwhelming homecoming
which included a custom-
made gold medal from

Haryana’s khap panchayats,
Phogat joined the Congress
party, fought the state
assembly elections and
managed to become an MLA
in her maiden electoral outing
from Julana constituency.
She wasn’t the only one in her
fraternity who decided on
politics as future.
Bajrang Punia too joined the
Congress but he did not get
the same returns as Phogat.
His position was that of a
Kisan morcha head and his
wrestling career was left
stalled after coping a four-
year ban for failure to submit
dope samples during training
camps. This was after he
failed to qualify for Paris, a
new low in the career of the
celebrated grappler, who
fetched a bronze in the Tokyo
Games. 
The two maintained all along
that their fight against alleged

sexual harassment of women
wrestlers by former WFI head
Brij Bhushan Sharan Singh
was an apolitical one.
But their fellow protestor and
Rio Olympics bronze-winner
Sakshi Malik sought to
dispute that soon after they
joined congress.She went on

to allege in her book that the
the duo’s “greed” punctured
their protest against Sharan
Singh. 
Next generation affected by
chaos
The likes of Anshu Malik and
Antim Panghal, who were
touted as the next big thing in

Indian wrestling, cut a sorry
figure in Paris but Aman
carried forward the rich
legacy of the Chhatrasal
stadium by winning the men’s
freestyle 57kg bronze.
It was a category which 2020
Tokyo Games silver-medallist
Ravi Dahiya made his own.
But Dahiya vanished from the
scene due to spate of injuries
that affected his form. 
The Tokyo campaign, which
yielded two medals in
wrestling, should have been
the catalyst for better
infrastructure and coaching
for Indian wrestler.  However,
the developments in the last
24 months have prevented
growth.
The potential is still there and
the biggest example was
Indian U17 women team’s
world championship victory
in Amman, Jordan in
September. 

The country had been aiming
for a podium finish for long
and the dream finally
materialised this year. Out of
10 possible medals, India won
eight medals, including five
gold medal and one silver. 
Finishing ahead of
powerhouse Japan and
impressive Kazakhstan is no
mean feat. 
However, the unending
litigations have tied the hands
of WFI which is now
struggling to carry out day to
day affairs of the body.
The team led by Sanjay Singh,
that won the elections, stands
suspended by the Sports
Ministry. 
The ground of suspension is
announcing Nationals
without following a 15-day
notice period in December
2023. But the fact remains
that if WFI had followed the
notice period, wrestlers

would have lost a crucial year
because by the time the 15-
day period would have
completed, year 2024 would
have started.
WFI was forced to withdraw
the team from the senior
World Championship owing
to pending litigation by
Sakshi and and her wrestler
husband Satyawart Kadian. 
Eventually after government’s
intervention a team was
finally sent.
No proper coaching camp has
been organised in the last two
years, the efforts to revive the
Pro Wrestling League are on
hold, grants and sponsorships
have stopped, no
foreign/personal coaches
have been engaged and there
is no planning to take the
sport forward. If the situation
could be summed up in a line,
Indian wrestling is stagnant
for now. 

A year of chaos and heartbreaks for Indian wrestling but not without hope for future

FIFA set to announce its top players in men’s
and women’s soccer in ‘The Best’ awards AP n WASHINGTON

Americans will be paid to
play in the Ryder Cup for

the first time under a new
PGA of America program that
gives them a $200,000 stipend
and $300,000 for them to
distribute to charity.
The $500,000 directed to each
of the 12 players and the
captain is an increase from the
$200,000 — strictly for charity
— that began when the pay-
for-play issue first arose in
1999 ahead of the Brookline
matches.
U.S. Captain Keegan Bradley
said in a text he would be
giving his entire allocation to
charity.
“We added the $200,000
stipend out of respect for the
players ... So the players could
have a say in where the money
goes. It’s recognition for all the
players have done for the
Ryder Cup over the years,”
President Don Rea said in a
letter to past Ryder Cup
captains, noting the stipend

would be separate from what
players get for expenses.
The PGA of America board
met in person last week and
approved the payment
scheme.
“We’ve had so many meetings
for a long time and it hasn’t
gone up since 1999. We’re
talking 25 years that it’s been at
$200,000,” Rea said in a
telephone interview, adding
that $500,000 “seemed like the
right place to land.”
“Everyone is appreciative of
what the players are doing for
the Ryder Cup.”
That appreciation now

includes direct payment for
their services, a change not
only in the amount but 40% of
it without stipulation where it
goes.
The original deal in 1999 was
$200,000 for each player, with
half of that going to a college
golf program and the other
half to a charity of the player’s
choice. For the Rome matches
in 2023, the entire $200,000
went to whatever charity or
foundation the players chose.
Rea noted in his letter to past
Ryder Cup captains that it was
similar to what the PGA Tour
does for the Presidents Cup.

The Presidents Cup changed
from players choosing a
charity to players and captains
getting $250,000 without
stipulation starting in 2022.
The PGA of America
announced its decision in a
statement on its social media
channels.
“The players and captains, past
and present, are responsible
for the Ryder Cup becoming
the most special competition
in golf and one of the most in-
demand events on the
international sports scene,” the
PGA said.
“While no players asked to be
compensated, the PGA of
America Board of Directors
has voted to increase the
allocation to the members of
the U.S. Ryder Cup team from
$200,000 to be directed to
charities — a figure
unchanged since 1999 — to
$500,000, with $300,000 of
that to be directed to the
charity or charities of the
players’ choice. The balance is
a stipend.

Americans now paid to play in Ryder Cup 

PTI n NEW DELHI

Incumbent Rohan Jaitley
comfortably defeated

former India cricketer and
Lok Sabha MP Kirti Azad to
be elected as the President of
the Delhi and Districts
Cricket Association (DDCA)
for a third successive term.
The 35-year-old Rohan, son
of former Union Minister
late Arun Jaitley, secured
1,577 votes compared to
Azad’s 777 in the race to the
top position, which comes
with a three-year term. His
father had served as DDCA
president for 14 years.
As many as 2,413 votes were
cast from among the 3748
members, and 1,207 votes

were required to win.
In 2020, Rohan was elected
unopposed after Rajat
Sharma resigned midway
during his term. A year later,
he defeated advocate Vikas
Singh to claim a full three-
year run. 
Rohan had the backing of
former BCCI acting
president CK Khanna, who is
considered an influential
figure in Delhi cricket as he
controls more than 1,000
votes.
Khanna’s daughter Shikha
Kumar (1,246 votes),
defeated Rakesh Kumar
Bansal (536) and Sudhir
Kumar Agarwal (498) to
claim the vice-president’s
post.

Ashok Sharma (893) became
the secretary, while Harish
Singla (1328) was elected for
the treasurer’s post and Amit
Grover (1189) won the joint
secretary position.
All office-bearers are elected
for a three-year term.
Anand Verma (985), Manjit
Singh (1050), Navdeep M
(1034), Shyam Sharma
(1165), Tushar Saigal (926),
Vikas Katyal (1054), Vikram
Kohli (939) claimed the
directors’ post, which goes to
polls every year.
A member of the 1983 World
Cup-winning team Azad,
who represents Bardhaman-
Durgapur constituency for
the Mamata Banerjee-led
Trinamool Congress party,
had alleged corruption in the
DDCA in the run up to the
polls.
He had alleged that the
DDCA spent as much Rs 17.5
crore on installing
floodlights when the much
bigger Narendra Modi
Stadium in Ahmedabad did
the same for Rs 7.5 crore.
He had also accused the
incumbent DDCA
administration of spending
only a fraction of the
approximately Rs 140 crore it
received from the BCCI in
the last financial year. 

Rohan Jaitley re-elected as DDCA president

AP n BOURNEMOUTH

Enes Ünal scored a superb
free kick in the last

minute of normal time to
rescue a point for
Bournemouth in a 1-1 home
draw against West Ham in
the Premier League.
Both sides struggled to break
down their opponent and
goalkeepers made timely
saves at each end.
But in the 87th minute, just
when it looked like a 0-0
draw was on the cards, West
Ham took the lead thanks to
a VAR-assisted penalty.
After a video review, referee
Chris Kavanagh adjudged the
ball to have struck Tyler
Adams’ hand and Lucas
Paqueta made no mistake
from 12 meters.
That would have been hard
on Bournemouth, which
enjoyed the better of the
second half but came up
against the man of the match
in West Ham goalkeeper
Lukasz Fabianski. But in the
90th minute, Ünal curled a
free kick into the top corner
to give the Cherries a
deserved share of the points.

“Credit to him, big moment,
especially the reaction as
well, I thought the boys were
brilliant,” Bournemouth
forward Ryan Christie told
broadcaster Sky. “And it was
a moment of magic to get us
level.”
There will be debate over the
penalty decision and Christie
lamented what he said was
inconsistent decision-
making from officials.
“I thought it was harsh,”
Christie said. “I know his
hand is high but he’s so close
to the ball. We didn’t get one

last week against Ipswich
from a similar scenario.
“It’s a bit frustrating because
we dominated. But it’s good
to get a point in the end.”
The comeback was another
example of Bournemouth’s
late resilience. The south
coast side has picked up nine
points from losing positions
this season, better than
everyone bar Aston Villa and
Manchester City.
Bournemouth climbed into
sixth place, just two points
behind Manchester City,
while West Ham was 14th.

West Ham share points with Bournemouth
after late drama on England’s south coast

Hockey India League announces
free entry for matches in
Rourkela and Ranchi
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PTI n BRISBANE

KL Rahul and Ravindra
Jadeja were determination
personified as their fighting

fifties helped India avoid the
follow-on on the fourth day of the
weather-hit third Test against a
menacing Australia that seems
meandering towards a draw.
Jadeja (77, 123b, 7x4, 1x6) and
Rahul (84, 139, 8x4) were the
heavy-lifters in India’s 252 for nine
when bad light forced a early close
to the day.
Jasprit Bumrah (10) and Akash
Deep (27), who showed
appreciable gumption, are holding
the fort for India.
The visitors trail Aussies by 193
runs. But they wouldn’t mind that
one bit as Australia will now have
to bat again and forcing a result in
three sessions looks an
improbable target, considering the
Brisbane weather pattern.
The city is bracing up for rain and
a thunderstorm or two on
Wednesday.
A quick word of appreciation is
also required for No. 10 Bumrah

and No. 11 Akash Deep for
knocking down the 33 runs
required to go past the follow-on
mark of 246.
The much-awaited moment came
when Akash crunched Pat
Cummins over gully for a
boundary.
When these two joined forces,
India were reeling at 213 for 9
after Jadeja was dismissed off a
Cummins’ snorter.
But while resuming from a wafer-
thin overnight score of 51 for four,
India needed someone to offer
fight, and Rahul, India’s standout
batter in this series so far, did
precisely that.
Rahul displayed admirable
technical nous to withstand the
stern test posed by the Australian
bowlers to take the game deep
into the day.
A nine toes down Rahul and an
equally feisty Jadeja added 67 runs
for the sixth wicket, and it was the
first sign of India’s fight.
There was a moment of massive
fortune too for Rahul when Smith
spilled a regulation catch at
second slip off the first ball of the

day from Cummins.
Rahul was on 33 then. A quick
look upwards and a silent prayer
showed how much he valued that

reprieve, which he exploited to the
hilt, notching his 17th Test fifty.
Once he woke up from a bit of
morning haziness, Rahul looked a

class apart from the rest of his
colleagues.
The Aussies employed three slips
and a gully, leaving the vast

expanse of the ground to play his
favourite shot -- drive through the
cover or in front of the point.
It was a dangerous proposition as
there was enough movement and
bounce for the Aussie pacers.
But Rahul was prudent enough to
see through that ruse. He did not
bring out that shot until the
bowlers pitched the ball well up in
his driving arc.
The Bengaluru man’s sagacity
shone in how he defended too --
all soft hands and playing close to
the body.
Cummins tested him with that
fifth stump line outside off, but
Rahul either left the ball wisely or
merely tucked his bat behind his
pads.
However, a remarkable
redemption catch by Smith at slip
off Nathan Lyon ended his stay.
But Jadeja carried on and he
added 53 runs for the seventh
wicket with Nitish Reddy to keep
India afloat.
The 36-year-old scored a good
chunk of runs either down the
ground or square of the wicket,
enabling him to collect runs

without the risk of getting caught
behind or in the cordon.
Jadeja brought up his 22nd fifty in
Test cricket off 89 balls and the
innings was also dotted with
sweep shots that he effectively
employed against off-spinner
Lyon.
Nitish should also be patted for
giving some solid company to
Jadeja as batting for time was
more important than the volume
of runs considering the weather
situation in this Test.
However, a slice of misfortune
ended Nitish’s stay as he dragged
Cummins’ climbing delivery back
onto his stumps. Jadeja also soon
departed while trying to farm the
strike with Bumrah.
He looked to smash Cummins’
rising delivery out of the ground
but Mitchell Marsh settled nicely
under the ball to give a heap of
frayed nerves to Indian fans.
But Bumrah and Akash added 39
runs to put the smiles back on
their faces, as Aussies dearly
missed the metronomical Josh
Hazlewood, who was ruled out of
the series with a calf injury. 

Rahul, Jadeja fifties help India avoid follow-on in Brisbane Test

PTI n DUBAI

India’s vice-captain Smriti
Mandhana has surged three

places to second in the latest
ICC Women’s ODI rankings
while climbing one spot to
third among T20I batters,
following her stellar displays
against Australia and the West
Indies.
The left-hander struck 105 in
the final match of the series
against Australia in Perth and
54 in the first game of the
ongoing T20I rubber against
the West Indies in Mumbai to
headline the latest rankings
update released here on
Tuesday.
Mandhana is the lone Indian
batter in the top 10 as her
skipper Harmanpreet Kaur
moved down two spots to
13th while Jemimah
Rodrigues climbed six places
to 15th and Harleen Deol
moved up nine rungs to 64th
Among bowlers, Deepti
Sharma has slipped two spots

to five. India seam bowler
Arundhati Reddy has shot up
48 places to 51st after a haul of
four for 26 while Renuka
Thakur has moved up from
28th to joint 26th.
England opener Tammy
Beaumont advanced two
places to 11th after an
unbeaten 65 helped clinch the
South Africa series 2-1.
Ashleigh Gardner has moved
up one place to 16th with a 50
in Perth, Tahlia McGrath has
progressed from 32nd to 24th

with an unbeaten 56, and
Annabell Sutherland is up 15
places to 29th after a match-
winning 110.
Gardner is also up two places
to a career-best-equalling
third position in the bowling
rankings with a haul of five for
30 and has moved up from
fourth to second in the all-
rounders’ list. Sutherland is in
the top 20 of the bowling
rankings.
Others to move up in this list
include South Africa’s

Marizanne Kapp, who has
gained two slots to reach
fourth position after a haul of
three for 24, and the England
trio of Charlie Dean (up two
places to seventh), Nat Sciver
Brunt (up one place to 16th)
and Lauren Bell (up four
places to 21st)
Kaur moves back into top 10
In the T20I rankings, Kaur is
in the top 10 and Rodrigues
has gained six slots to reach
15th position after a fine 73
against the West Indies.
In the bowling rankings,
Deepti has moved up two
places to take the second
position in the bowling
rankings and Titas Sadhu is
up to 52nd.
For the West Indies, all-
rounder Deandra Dottin has
advanced 21 places to 59th
after a half-century while
Qiana Joseph (up 22 places to
65th among batters) and
Karishma Ramharack (up six
places to 20th among bowlers)
are other notable gainers. 

Mandhana moves to top three
in both ODI and T20I rankings

PTI n NEW DELHI

Rohit Sharma and Virat Kohli are
copping maximum criticism for

being walking wickets during the
ongoing Test series against
Australia but even Shubman Gill,
Yashasvi Jaiswal and Rishabh Pant
haven’t shown the patience needed
to survive Down Under, indicating
a larger problem.
Patience is a virtue that one
develops over time and Kohli had
once showed how it’s done during
his golden phase between 2014 and
2019. KL Rahul, blessed with sound
technique, has displayed that
during the current series with
scores of 77 and 84 in Perth and
Brisbane.
In case of Jaiswal, save his second
innings knock of 161 at Perth, a
shuffle across the crease is making
him a candidate for leg-before.
Gill loves to play on the rise outside
the off-stump and away from his
body and could be impatient when
one bowls the stump and even for
Pant, a compulsive stroke player,
the ball that leaves him from five
metre length with adequate
bounce, is creating issues.
So, will head coach Gautam
Gambhir and his deputy Abhishek
Nayar, who is highly regarded in
Mumbai cricket circuit for being a

“Mind Coach and Life Coach rolled
into one”, do anything about it?
A former India great, who didn’t
wish to be named, offered his
perspective.
“Not all great players or players of
repute happen to be great coaches.
They might have done some
incredible things as players and
knew what to do and how to react
during a particular situation,” the
veteran of 100-plus Tests said.
“But coaching is science and not
many can tell why certain things
need to be done. Even Gautam used
to play with hard hands and dab
towards slips in Australia and
England.
“You can still work with younger
guys but difficult to mould the
older ones who don’t get enough
time to work on their game in a
packed calender,” he added.
Watching the dismissals of
especially Kohli in Australia, which
seemed like a replay of previous
ones, has led to growing concerns.
Everyone understands the
technical flaw, but can anyone
provide the corrective measures to
break the rut?
Rohit, barring the England tour in
2021, he does not really have a track
record in SENA countries in Tests.
But with Kohli, the problem of
reaching for deliveries on and

outside the off-stump has
resurfaced once again and has been
a persistent issue for quite some
time.
Sanjay Manjrekar’s tweet is worth
taking note of.
“I guess the time has come to

scrutinise the role of a batting
coach in the Indian team. Why
major technical issues have
remained unresolved for so long
with certain Indian batters?” he
asked.
Manjrekar’s view raises questions

on the role of Sanjay Bangar,
Vikram Rathour, and now Nayar.
Their official designation might be
assistant coach, but they essentially
are batting coaches.
Devang Gandhi, who was a touring
selector between 2016-17 to 2020-

21, had a more nuanced take
compared to the veteran India star.
“It would be very easy to target
Nayar as a low hanging fruit or for
that matter Gautam,” Gandhi, who
has coached the Delhi Ranji team
and Bengal U-19, told PTI during a
conversation.
“But they have just come into
system. To discuss or nudge a
player, first you need to be around
for some time and once there is
some kind of mutual trust between
the two, you can offer him
solutions. But at this level, it is more
about the experienced player’s own
mental make-up.”
So what is Kohli’s problem?
Gandhi, a former Test opener and
an NCA Level-2 coach, believes it’s
all about his mental approach.
“If you watch his training videos
that are available for public, I find
him doing all the right things.
During training he is playing close
to his body. But the moment it is
the match situation, the hands are
moving towards those channel
deliveries like conditioned reflex or
muscle memory,” he explained.
Gandhi then blamed it on the rising
T20 engagements.
“The moment his bat is away from
the body, the bat-face will open up
towards cover. Now this is a white
ball problem of hitting through the

line. In India the ball will hit the
bottom of the bat but in Australia, it
will towards the upper part.
“What solution can Gambhir or
Nayar possibly give, apart from
telling him to not play those
deliveries?
“After 30 Test hundreds, Virat
doesn’t need to be told that but at
36, does he have that patience to
accept that now if he scores a
hundred, it will be off 200 balls and
not 140 like earlier times? Can he
bide those extra 60 balls?,” Gandhi
questioned.
Sachin Tendulkar’s epic 241 in the
2004 New Year’s Test in Sydney is
often cited as a prime example of
patience. He didn’t hit a single
cover drive until he scored his
double hundred.
“It’s about controlling the mind.
You can be a sounding board for
players like Tendulkar and Kohli
but at this stage, you can’t coach
them. Coaching happens at junior
level,” Gandhi added.
But can a Gambhir or Nayar help
Kohli find a solution?
“Of course, at some point, honest
conversations are necessary. But
first, they should ask him what his
corrective options are and then
offer their own if they have
something different to contribute,”
Gandhi concluded. 

Can ‘Guru’ Gambhir and Nayar offer cogent solutions to technical flaws in batters?

AP n HAMILTON

Captain Ben Stokes was
unable to bat because of a

hamstring injury on Tuesday
as England slumped to a 423-
run loss to New Zealand
before tea on the fourth day
on the third cricket Test.
Stokes strained his left
hamstring while bowling on
the third day and could not
take the field as England was
bowled out for 234 as it
chased an impossible target of
658 for victory.
New Zealand’s winning
margin matched its largest
test win by runs of a 423-run
win over Sri Lanka in 2018
and prevented England from
completing a series
whitewash. England had an
unassailable 2-0 lead in the
series after winning the first
test by eight wickets and the
second by 323 runs.
“You can’t fault any of the
energies or efforts we put into
this game, particularly in the
field,” Stokes said. “It’s
obviously not ideal to end the
tour on this note but we’ve
come here against a New
Zealand team which is very
strong and full of confidence
after beating India in India 3-
0. So to come here and lift
that trophy at the end proves
we played some very good

cricket.”
England resumed its second
innings Tuesday at 18-2 after
losing the wickets of Ben
Duckett and Zak Crawley late
on day three after New
Zealand, leading by 204 on
the first innings, was
dismissed for 453.
Joe Root made 54 and Jacob
Bethell 76 in a 104-run
partnership for the third
wicket which briefly fanned
England’s hopes that it might
somehow endure for two full
days to draw the match. But
dogged perseverance is not a
feature of England cricket in
the “Bazball” quick-scoring
era and instead it maintained
a policy of all-out attack
before the final wicket fell
midway through the second
session.
After lunch Gus Atkinson
blasted 43 from 41 balls with
seven fours and a six and Ollie
Pope made 17 but wickets fell
steadily and the result became
inevitable.
“I think anytime you finish a
series with a win when you’ve
been behind is pleasing,” New
Zealand captain Tom Latham
said. “We weren’t at our best
in those first two games but
the way we came here on a
wicket that was slightly
different to the first couple
and we adapted was very

pleasing.”
New Zealand’s win owed a
great deal to the contribution
of Mitchell Santner in the first
innings who made 76 batting
at No. 8 and worked with
Matt Henry, Tim Southee and
Will O’Rourke to add 116
runs for New Zealand’s three
wickets. That allowed New
Zealand to reach 347 after
losing the toss and being sent
in.
Santner’s last-wicket stand
with O’Rourke which lasted
77 minutes at the end of the
first day and the start of the
second was a display of
resilience which had been
missing from New Zealand’s
performances in the first two
tests.
Santner then took 3-7 while
New Zealand’s presumptive
new-ball pairing of Henry
and O’Rourke shared seven
wickets as England was
bowled out for 143 in a
session and a half in its first
innings.
Southee has been the
spearhead of New Zealand’s
attack for many years, mostly
in combination with Trent
Boult. But this was his 107th
and final test before his
retirement from international
cricket and Boult no longer is
contracted by New Zealand
Cricket.

New Zealand beat England
by 423 runs in the 3rd test

PTI n BRISBANE

Australia pacer Josh
Hazlewood is likely to

miss the remainder of the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy
against India due to a right
calf strain that he sustained
during the ongoing third Test
at the Gabba, Cricket
Australia said on Tuesday.
The niggle has also ruled
Hazlewood out of the
Brisbane Test, weakening
Australia’s bowling attack.
“Josh Hazlewood has
sustained a right side calf
strain which will prevent him
from playing any further part
in the Test match against
India in Brisbane,” Cricket

Australia said in an official
statement. 
“He is likely to miss the
remainder of the Test series.”
On Tuesday, the New South

Wales player bowled just one
over before walking out of the
field following a discussion
with captain Pat 
Cummins, senior cricketer

Steven Smith and team
physio Nick Jones.
Hazlewood later underwent
scans to ascertain the severity
of the injury.
The 33-year-old had nicked
off star India batter Virat
Kohli on Monday, the third
day of the match, with a fine
delivery outside the off-
stump.
Hazlewood made his return
to the side for the third Test
after missing the Pink Ball
Test at Adelaide due to a side
strain.
He had replaced fellow pacer
Scot Boland, who played in
the day-night Adelaide Test,
in the Australia eleven for the
ongoing Brisbane Test. 

Josh Hazlewood likely to miss Test
series against India due to calf injury

PTI n BRISBANE

Australia assistant coach
Daniel Vettori admitted

that a resilient partnership
between Indian tailenders
Jasprit Bumrah and Akash
Deep foiled their plans to
enforce a follow-on, while
also defending the decision
not to declare the home
team’s first innings in the
third Test which seems
heading towards a draw.
With the Indian batters,
barring KL Rahul and
Ravindra Jadeja, failing once
again, it was the obstinate
39-run unbeaten partnership
between Bumrah and Akash
Deep that saved India the
blushes as the tourists
avoided a follow on a rain
marred day four on Tuesday.
“I think the only way to force
the game was to force the
follow-on,” Vettori said at
the post-day press
conference.
“There was a desperation to
get that final wicket. We
thought we had a really good
chance when Jadeja was
dismissed, but it was a real
fighting partnership from
Bumrah and Deep.
“Unfortunately, just the
amount of time that’s been
lost from the game has made
it difficult,” he added.
Akash Deep, making his
debut in Australia, walked in
to bat at 213 for 9, with India
still needing 33 runs to avoid
the follow-on that could
have cost them the game.
Alongside pace spearhead
Bumrah, he guided India to
252 for 9, frustrating the
home team.
Australia had ended day
three on 405 for 7 but chose
to bat, consuming a
considerable amount of
game time on a rain affected
day four rather than declare
their innings.

Vettori admits
Indian tailenders
partnership foils
Australia’s plans


