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Navy Chief Admiral
Dinesh K Tripathi on

Monday said here Indian
Navy is aware of “surprising
growth” of the Pakistan Navy,
that aims to become a 50-ship
Navy in the next decade with
the help of China. He also
said Pakistan has chosen
weapons over the welfare of
its people.
Making this assertion here,
the Naval Chief said given the
state of its economy, Pakistan
is strengthening its Navy.
“They have chosen weapons
over the welfare of their
people,” he said and quipped
“good luck to them.” “We are
aware of the surprising
growth of the Pakistan Navy
which aims to become a 50-
ship Navy,” he said.
On China helping Pakistan
boost its maritime prowess,
the Navy Chief said it showed
Beijing’s interest in making
that country militarily
stronger.
“Many Pakistan Navy
warships and submarines are
being built with Chinese
support showing that China is
interested in making
Pakistan’s Navy stronger,” he
said. “Their eight new
submarines will have
significant combat potential
for the Pakistan Navy but we

are fully aware of their
capabilities. That is why we
are tweaking our concepts to
be able to tackle all threats
from our neighbours,”
Admiral Tripathi added.
On China’s growing prowess,
he said it has declared to have
its rightful place and has
resources to strive to become
a world power. Once it does
so, friction takes place with
existing world powers and it
is already being played out,
the Navy Chief said, adding it
will manifest in the Pacific
region. As regards the Indian
Ocean region, he said the
Indian Navy is keeping a
close watch.
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In a preemptive move
foreseeing the fog this

winter, the Delhi airport, for
the first time, has made
elaborate arrangements for
passengers, by making
provisions for dedicated
enclosures for their comfort
in case the travellers’ flight is
delayed. 
Delhi International Airport
Limited (DIAL), which
operates and manages the
Indira Gandhi International
(IGI) Airport with three (T1,
T2, T3) terminals has set up
special enclosures to
accommodate passengers
who shall be disembarked
from flights delayed for over
three hours to allow their
faster return to board their

respective flights.
According to DIAL, these
enclosures will be located at
the Bus Boarding Gates and
certain aerobridges in
Terminal 3, the transfer area
in Terminal 2, and the bus
boarding gate in Terminal 1.
The facilities will serve both
domestic and international
passengers. The new plan will
allow passengers to remain in
a separate enclosure, saving
time and reducing hassles for
both flyers and airline staff. 
The government has relaxed
the security protocols at
airports to allow passengers
of flights delayed by over
three hours or canceled due to
fog, weather or technical
issues to disembark and
return to the terminal.
“Ranging from 250 to 450

square meters, these
enclosures will be able to hold
between 55 and 120
passengers at a time. They are
intended to facilitate security
screening, allowing
passengers to smoothly re-
enter the terminal’s Security

Hold Area (SHA). These
enclosures will have essential
amenities like toilets and
vending machines wherever
feasible. The enclosures
would only be utilized as a
security processing area after
which the passengers would

enter the SHA which would
give the passengers access to
all the facilities available
there. Only airline staff
escorting passengers from
stranded flights would be
permitted to enter the
enclosures for security
reasons”, DIAL said in a
statement.
To maintain safety and
security, CISF personnel will
be stationed in the enclosures
to screen passengers returning
from delayed or stranded
flights before they are allowed
to join other screened
passengers in the SHA. 
Additionally, personnel from
the Private Security Agency
(PSA) will verify the
documents of passengers
affected by the fog/weather or
technical issues.
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Ayoung Indian Police
Service (IPS) officer died

in an accident while he was
on his way to take up his first
posting in Hassan district,
police said on Monday. Harsh
Bardhan, (26), was a 2023-
batch IPS officer of the
Karnataka cadre and hailed
from Madhya Pradesh, they
said.

The accident took place on
Sunday evening, when the
tyre of the police vehicle he
was travelling in allegedly
burst near Kittane in Hassan
taluk, following which the
driver lost control and the
vehicle hit a house and a tree
on the roadside, police said.
According to police, Bardhan
was on his way to Hassan to
report on duty as a
probationary Assistant
Superintendent of Police in
Holenarasipur, police said. 
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After a week of acrimony
with no business or
discussions held ever

since the Winter Session of
Parliament started last week,
the Opposition and Treasury
benches on Monday are
believed to have resolved to
break the deadlock, and
“work for smooth
functioning,” until a fresh
provocation is bulldozed
from either side. 
On a day when a group of
Parliamentarians, led by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, watched a special
screening of the Bollywood
movie ‘The Sabarmati
Report’ in the Annexe,
leaders from both the sides
came close to breaking the
impasse in Parliament with a
discussion on the

Constitution to mark its 75th
year of adoption. 
The breakthrough came at a
meeting of Speaker Om Birla
with floor leaders of different
parties. The Opposition
parties had demanded
discussions in both Houses of
Parliament to mark the 75th
anniversary of the adoption
of the Constitution by the
Constituent Assembly.
Several Opposition leaders,
who attended the meeting,
also echoed similar
sentiments. The Congress
said that the Modi
Government has accepted its
request for a special two-day
discussion on the
Constitution and hopefully
now it will “allow both
Houses to function”.
The meeting chaired by Birla
was attended by Gaurav
Gogoi of the Congress,
Dravida Munnetra

Kazhagam’s (DMK) TR Baalu
and Trinamool Congress’
(TMC) Kalyan Banerjee
among others besides
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju and his
deputy in the ministry Arjun
Ram Meghwal.
Parliamentary Affairs
Minister Kiren Rijiju
expressed confidence that
both Houses will function
smoothly from Tuesday.
Sources said the Lok Sabha
will take up the discussion on
the Constitution to mark its
75th year of adoption on
December 13 and 14, and the
Rajya Sabha on December 16
and 17. Asked about the
Opposition raising other
issues such as Sambhal
violence and Manipur, Rijiju
said a decision will be taken
in accordance with the rules.
Congress said the Modi
Government has accepted its
request for a special two-day
discussion on the
Constitution and hopefully
now it will “allow both
Houses to function”. The
party alleged the
Government does not want
Parliament to function as it
is “running away” from a
discussion on issues such as
Adani indictment, Sambhal
violence and Manipur
unrest.
Proceedings in both Houses
were adjourned for yet
another day on Monday
amid protests by Opposition
members over the Adani
indictment row, recent
violence in Uttar Pradesh’s
Sambhal and other issues. 
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After days of uncertainty,
in the wake of it leading

the MahaYuti to a spectacular
victory in the Maharashtra
Assembly polls, the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
finally began to get its act
together on Monday as it
called its legislature party
meeting on December 4 to
elect its leader - ahead of the
swearing-in ceremony
scheduled to be held on the
following day.
Though the BJP has not yet
formally announced its Chief
Ministerial choice, party
sources said that the party’s
central leadership has put a
stamp of approval on the
name of its senior leader and
former CM Devendra
Fadnavis for the top post in
the state. At a meeting to be
held at 10 am on December 4
in the Central Hall of the
Maharashtra Vidhan Bhavan,
Fadnavis will in all likelihood
be elected as the BJP’s
Legislature Party (BJPLP)
leader, paving the way for his
being sworn in as the next
CM of Maharashtra on
December 5.
The BJP’s Parliamentary
Board is sending former
Gujarat CM and the party’s
in-charge for Punjab Vijay
Rupani and Finance and
Corporate Affairs Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman as the
central observers for the
BJPLP meeting. After the
BJPLP meeting, the leaders of
the ruling MahaYuti,
comprising the BJP, Shiv Sena
(Eknath Shinde) and NCP
(Ajit Pawar), will call
Maharashtra Governor CP
Radhakrishnan, and formally
stake claim to form a new
government in the state. 
While confirming that the

BJPLP leader would be
elected on December 4,
Maharashtra party president
Chandrashekar Bawankule
announced that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
would be present at the
swearing-in ceremony of the
BJP-led MahaYuti
government to be held at the
historic Azad Maidan at 5 pm
on December 5. The BJP is
inviting prominent
personalities from various
walks of life for the swearing-
in ceremony.
Ahead of the swearing-in
ceremony, Fadnavis, Eknath
Shinde of the Shiv Sena (ES)
and Ajit Pawar (AP) are likely
to meet in the afternoon of
December 4 to discuss and
formalise the nitty-gritties of
the new government. While
the CM and two Deputy CMs
will take oath of office and
secrecy at the swearing-in
ceremony, it remains to be
seen as to how many
ministers from the BJP, Shiv
Sena (ES) and NCP (AP) will
be sworn into the office at the
December 5 event.
Given that there are issues
relating to the Cabinet
portfolio allocations that

need to be sorted out among
the MahaYuti constituents,
the three leaders are expected
to meet immediately after the
swearing-in ceremony and
formalise the ministry
allocations. Since the
Maharashtra Assembly
comprises 288 members,
there can be a maximum of
43 ministers in the State
Cabinet, a number that
accounts for 15 percent of
total members in the lower
House of the State
Legislature.
A struggle to grab key
portfolios has begun among
the MahaYuti constituents.
The ministries like Home,
Finance & Planning,
Revenue and Urban
development are the key
portfolios in the State
Cabinet. Apart from these
four major portfolios, there
will be a lot of bargaining
among the MahaYuti
constituents over other
important portfolios like
Agriculture, Industries,
Water Resources, Forests,
Rural Development, Energy,
Public Health and Family
Welfare, Women and Child
Development and Excuse.
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The Sikh clergy at the Akal Takht on Monday
pronounced ‘tankhah’ (religious

punishment) for Sukhbir Singh Badal for the
“mistakes” committed by the Shiromani Akali
Dal and its Government in Punjab from 2007
to 2017, directing him to perform ‘sewa’ and
clean utensils and shoes at the Golden Temple
in Amritsar. Pronouncing the order from the
‘faseel’ (podium) of the Akal Takht in Amritsar,
Jathedar of the highest temporal seat of the
Sikhs, Giani Raghbir Singh, also directed the
working committee of the Shiromani Akali Dal
(SAD) to accept the resignation of Sukhbir
Badal as party chief, besides forming a
committee to hold elections for the post of
SAD president and office-bearers within six
months.
The Jathedar further announced to withdraw
the title of ‘Fakhr-e-Qaum’ bestowed upon
former Chief Minister late Parkash Singh
Badal, father of Sukhbir Badal. The five Singh
Sahibans (Sikh clergy) also pronounced
religious punishment for other Sikh leaders
who served as ministers in the Akali Cabinet
during 2007 to 2017.
Giani Raghbir Singh said Sukhbir Badal, who

was on a wheelchair because of a fractured leg,
and rebel leader Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa have
been asked to sit outside the Golden Temple
dressed as ‘sewadars’ for one hour each for two
days. They will also perform ‘sewa’ at Takht
Kesgarh Sahib, Takht Damdama Sahib, Darbar
Sahib at Muktsar and Fatehgarh Sahib for two
days each. Both Sukhbir Badal and Sukhdev
Dhindsa were asked to clean utensils and shoes
of devotees at the Golden Temple for one hour,
besides listening to ‘kirtan’.
Before the pronouncement of the edict,
Sukhbir Badal admitted his mistakes, including
pardoning Dera Sacha Sauda chief Gurmeet
Ram Rahim Singh in a 2007 blasphemy case
during the SAD regime. The punishment came
nearly three months after Sukhbir Badal was
declared ‘tankhaiya’ (guilty of religious
misconduct) by the Akal Takht. The Jathedar
also directed Akali leaders Sucha Singh
Langah, Hira Singh Gabria, Balwinder Singh
Bhundar, Daljit Singh Cheema and Gulzar
Singh Ranike to clean washrooms for one hour
at the Golden Temple, and then clean utensils
at the community kitchen after taking a bath.
They will also listen to ‘kirtan’ for one hour, the
Jathedar said. Other Akali leaders, including
Bibi Jagir Kaur, Prem Singh Chandumajra,
Surjit Singh Rakhra, Bikram Singh Majithia,
Mahesh Inder Singh Grewal, Charanjit Singh
Atwal, and Adesh Partap Singh Kairon, were
also told to clean washrooms at the Golden
Temple for one hour. The Jathedar had
summoned the entire Akali Cabinet from 2007
to 2017, the party’s core committee, and the
2015 internal committee of the Shiromani
Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee. 
Badal was declared ‘tankhaiya’ after rebel party
leaders, including Chandumajra, Kaur and
others, appeared before the Akal Takht on July
1, and sought forgiveness for four “mistakes”
during the SAD rule between 2007 and 2017,
including failure to punish those responsible
for the 2015 sacrilege incidents and pardoning
Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh in a 2007
blasphemy case.
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The ban on driving BS-3
petrol or a BS-4 diesel cars

in Delhi will continue till
Thursday, as the Supreme
Court (SC) on Monday
refused to relax restrictions
under the Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP) amid
high levels of air quality index
levels. The SC observed that
despite the alarming air
quality levels, there has been a
lack of serious enforcement of
measures outlined under
GRAP Stage IV, which is
triggered when air quality
deteriorates to hazardous
levels, and it will take a call on
a proposal for relaxation by the
Commission for Air Quality
Management on Thursday.
The SC stressed on finding a
permanent solution to the
issue of air pollution in the
National Capital Region
(NCR), saying a similar
situation arose every year
between October and
December. It further directed
the Delhi police to provide
armed protection to those
Court Commissioners who

wish to continue monitoring
implementation of GRAP IV
measures in Delhi-NCR.
Notably, there was a slight
improvement in Delhi’s air
quality for the second
consecutive day on Monday,
even as it remained of “poor”
quality with an Air Quality
Index (AQI) of 280 in the
morning. According to data
provided by the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB), the National Capital
recorded an AQI of 285 on
Sunday, an improvement to
the “poor” category, and a
welcome relief following 32
consecutive days of “very
poor” and “severe” air quality
(AQI above 400).
A Bench of Justices Abhay S
Oka and Augustine George
Masih further directed the
chief secretaries of NCR states
to appear before it through
video-conferencing on
December 5 to inform
whether or not any
subsistence allowance was
paid to the construction
workers who went without
work owing to the
restrictions.
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The Supreme Court on
Monday expressed

concern over reinstatement of
DMK leader V Senthil Balaji
as a Cabinet minister in Tamil
Nadu, just days after it
granted bail in the money
laundering case related to the
cash-for-job scam, and agreed
to examine a plea raising
apprehensions on
independence of witnesses in
the case. “We granted you bail
and days after you go and
become minister. Anybody
will be bound to be under the
impression that now with
your position as a senior
Cabinet minister, witnesses
will be under pressure. What
is going on?” A Bench of
Justices Abhay S Oka and
Augustine George Masih
asked senior advocate Mukul
Rohatgi, appearing for Balaji. 
The Bench, however, refused

to interfere with SC’s
September 26 order granting
bail to Balaji on a plea filed by
one of the complainants
seeking its cancellation. The
Bench made it clear it would
not recall the order as the law
laid down by the SC was
benefitting several other
persons. Justice Oka further
said the court would not issue
any notice in the matter but
limit the scope of enquiry to
whether the witnesses would
be “under pressure” to depose
in the case. 
“The apprehension is that
considering the seriousness
of allegations against the
second respondent (Balaji)
in the predicate offences, the
witnesses may not be in the
frame of mind to depose
against the second
respondent who is holding
the position of Cabinet
Minister. “This is the only
aspect on which prima facie
we are inclined to consider
the application, and while
making it clear that there is
no reason to interfere with
the judgement on merits and
adjudication of the
application remains
confined to the aforesaid,”
the Bench wrote in its order.
It then asked Balaji’s counsel
Ram Sankar to get
instructions and posted the
matter for further hearing on
December 13. 
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Aroutine parking dispute in
Southeast Delhi’s Lajpat

Nagar erupted into a shocking
act of arson, as a man’s car was
set ablaze, allegedly by his not-
so-friendly neighbor. Police
tracked down the 28-year-old
suspect in Amethi, Uttar
Pradesh, over 600 kilometers
away from the National
Capital. According to the
victim, this fiery attack was
just the culmination of a string
of threats, and he believes that
if he had been at the scene, his
life would have been
endangered as well.
According to the victim, 48-
year-old Ranjeet Singh, an
Urdu poet, winner of a peace
award from Pakistan, and the
founder of cultural

organisation ‘Jashn-e-Adab’,
the accused has been
harassing and threatening him
for over two years. Despite
multiple complaints to police,
the authorities used to release
the accused, identified as
Rahul Bhasin, on bail, Singh
said.
The issue came to a boil
reportedly after some
residents of the locality were
not happy with Singh for
complaining to the police over

them drinking and loitering in
the area at night. “I have been
living in this locality for about
two decades now and the
accused moved here two years
ago. His landlord and others
instigated him against me.
They asked him to park his car
in front of mine. When I came
on July 13, my car slightly
touched his car in the parking
lot. However, his brother
quickly resolved the issue with
me and I even agreed to pay
for any damage,” Singh said.
However, events took a turn
for the worse after that when
Bhasin damaged two of
Singh’s parked cars with rods.
An FIR was registered
following which he was
arrested on August 14 but
released on bail in two hours,
he said.
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Tragic end to a
promising life

China making Pak Navy
stronger: Admiral Tripathi

SC fumes after V Senthil
Balaji returns to TN Cabinet  
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Akal Takht declares Badal a ‘tankhaiya’

All is well in Maharashtra: BJP
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Opposition, Treasury benches
agree to discuss Constitution
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Mrs. Rajbir Kaur 

misplaced her B.Sc. MLT 

Degree while doing some work 

at District Court Complex 

Amritsar. An FIR has also 

lodged vide Unique ID 3122042 

Date 27/11/2024. If anyone finds 

the same, please contact at Mb 

No. 7986076319 

I, Ashok Kumar S/o Sh. 

Om Parkash R/o H.No. 1472/31, 

Shastri Colony, Gali No. 1, 

Gohana Road, Sonipat, 

Haryana has disowned my son 

Vaibhav Sehrawat from my all 

movable-immovable property as 

he is out of my control. In future, 

if anybody deals with him, 

he/she will do at their own risk. 

I, Maqsood Ahmad s/o 

Shri Ramjan Ali R/O 103/3, 

Darshani Bagh, Manimajra, UT, 

Chandigarh hereby Disown my 

Son Shahzad Ahmad and his 

wife Gulistafrom my all 

moveable /immovable 

properties. They are out of my 

control. If anybody deal with 

them will do so at own risk/ 

responsibility. I and my other 

family members will not be 

responsible for their any deeds. 

I, Vinod Kumar S/o Sh. 

Jagdish Chand R/o 574, 

Kumharon Mohalla Lal Kuan, 

Jundla Gate, Karnal, declare 

that my daughter Riya is out of 

my control. So I disown her from 

all my moveable and immovable 

properties. In future, anyone 

deals with her will do at his/her 

own risk. 

We Amarjeet Singh S/o 

Sh. Genda Ram & Smt. Nirmla 

Kaur W/o Amarjeet Singh R/o 

Vill Shahpur, Tehsil Ambala 

Cantt declare that our Son 

Gurinder Pal is out of our 

Control. So we Disown him from 

our all Movable Immovable 

Properties. Any person deals 

with him at his own risk. 

I, Ravinder Kumar Garg 

S/o Om Prakash Garg R/o H. 

No. 55, Anaj Mandi, Panipat 

declare that my son Gautam 

Garg and his wife Pooja Yadav 

are out of my control. So I 

disown them from my all-

moveable and immoveable 

property. If anybody deals with 

them shall do their own risk in 

future, vide affidavit dated 02-

12-2024 before Executive 

Magistrate Panipat. 

I, Satish S/O Sh. Ishwar 

R/O H.No. 5281, Ward No 7, 

Dalbir Nagar Panipat, Haryana, 

Declare That My Son Vishal And 

His Wife Juli Are Out Of Our 

Control I, Debar Them From All 

Our Moveable /Immoveable 

Properties. Anybody Dealing 

With Them Will Do So At 

His/Her Own Risk And 

Responsiblity. 

ਮ� ਸ਼ਮਸ਼ੇਰ ਕੌਰ ਿਵਧਵਾ ਤਰਲੋਚਨ 

ਿਸੰਘ ਵਾਸੀ ਿਪੰਡ ਿਹਰਦਾਪੁਰ ਡਾਕਖਾਨਾ 

ਪੁਰਖਾਲੀ ਤਿਹਸੀਲ ਵਾ ਿਜਲਾ ਰਪੂਨਗਰ 

ਇਹ ਿਕ ਮੇਰੀ ਵੱਡੀ ਬੇਟੀ ਗੁਰਮੀਤ ਕੌਰ ਜੋ 

ਿਕ ਮੇਰੇ ਕਿਹਣੇ ਤੋ ਬਾਹਰ ਹੈ ਇਸ ਲਈ ਮੈ 

ਅਪਣੀ ਚੱਲ ਅਚੱਲ ਜਾਇਦਾਦ ਤੋ ਬੇਦਖਲ 

ਕਰਦੀ ਹਾਂ ਇਸ ਨਾਲ ਲੈਣ ਦੇਣ ਕਰਨ 

ਵਾਲਾ ਖੁਦ ਿਜੰਮੇਵਾਰ ਹੋਵੇਗਾ 

ਅਸੀ,ਂ ਿਵਜੈ ਪਾਲ ਿਸੰਘ ਪੁੱਤਰ 

ਕੇਸਰ ਿਸੰਘ ਅਤੇ ਮੀਨਾ ਪਤਨੀ ਿਵਜੈ ਪਾਲ 

ਿਸੰਘ ਵਾਸੀਆਨ ਮਕਾਨ ਨੰ: 26 ਏ, ਸ਼ਾਂਤੀ 

ਨਗਰ, ਫਲੋਲੀ, ਪਿਟਆਲਾ ਿਬਆਨ 

ਕਰਦੇ ਹਾਂ ਿਕ ਸਾਡੀ ਨੰੂਹ ਿਪ+ਯੰਕਾ ਨੇਗੀ 

ਪਤਨੀ ਲੇਟ ਸਤਪਾਲ ਿਸੰਘ ਸਾਡੇ ਕਿਹਣੇ 

ਤ. ਬਾਹਰ ਹੈ ਅਤੇ ਆਪਣੀ ਮਨ ਮਰਜੀ 

ਕਰਦੀ ਹੈ। ਅਸੀ ਂਇਸ ਨੰੂ ਆਪਣੀ ਚੱਲ‐

ਅਚੱਲ ਜਾਇਦਾਦ ਤੋ ਬੇਦਖਲ ਕਰਦੇ ਹਾਂ। 

ਇਸ ਨਾਲ ਲੈਣ‐ਦੇਣ ਕਰਨ ਵਾਲਾ ਖੁਦ 

ਿਜੰਮੇਵਾਰ ਹੋਵੇਗਾ, ਸਾਡਾ ਇਸ ਨਾਲ ਕੋਈ 

ਸਬੰਧ ਨਹੀ ਂਹੋਵੇਗਾ। ਸਬੰਧਤ ਨੋਟ ਕਰਨ। 

म�, उषा प3ी 5. आनंद िनवासी 

गांव भालौठ, तहसील व िजला रोहतक 

Kान करती Lं िक मN अपने पुR 

िवकास, पुRवधू बीरमती को मेरे कहने-

सुनने से बाहर होने पर अपनी 

चल-अचल संपिW से बेदखल करती Lं। 

भिवY मZ इनसे लेन- देन करने वाला 

\]^ 5यं िज`ेवार होगा, मेरी व मेरे 

पaरवार की कोई िज`ेवारी नही ंहोगी। 

म�, महावीर पुR cी मांगेराम 

िनवासी गांव करमगढ़,  िजला जीe, 

सूिचत करता Lं िक मेरा बेटा मोनू व 

उसकी प3ी किवता मेरे कहने‐सुनने से 

बाहर हN। इसिलए मN इन दोनंो को 

अपनी चल‐अचल संपिW से बेदखल 

करता Lं। भिवY मZ इनसे कोई भी 

\]^ िकसी iकार का 

लेनदेन/\वहार करेगा तो उसके िलए 

वे 5यं िज`ेवार होगें। मेरी व मेरे 

पaरवार की कोई िज`ेवारी नही ंहोगी। 

Earlier my name was 

Malkeet Ram S/o Battu Ram 

village pakka kalan. Now I have 

changed my name to Malkit Ram 

s/o Battu Ram. Earlier my date of 

birth was 01‐01‐1987 on my 

aadhar card and pan card. Now I 

have changed my date of birth to 

02‐12‐1987. 

I,    Vijay Puri  S/o  Raj  Pal  

Puri, # 2686, Sector-15, 

Panchkula (Haryana) Have 

Changed my name Vijay Kumar 

to Vijay Puri. Concerned Note. 

I, Satiya W/o Sh. Chattar 

Singh R/o Village Hagwal, PO 

Lodhwan Sub Tehsil Gangath 

Tehsil Indora, Distt Kangra HP 

declare that in my Aadhar card 

no. 4657-0795-4360 my name 

and D.O.B is wrongly entered as 

Satiya and 01-01-1950 instead of 

Chanda Kumari and 01-01-1947. 

I Sinder kaur (old name) 

legal mother of no 19000151K 

Hav Baljit Singh resident of Vill 

Badhate Po Sehna Teh Tapa 

Dist Barnala State Punjab Pin 

148103 have changed my name 

from Sinder kaur to Surinder 

kaur  vide affidavit dated 28 Aug 

2024 before Barnala name and 

place of the court. 

I, Veena Rani wife of No. 

14591970M, Ex-NK Ravinder 

Kumar of Records EME C/o 56 

APO, resident Dashmesh Nagar 

Tehsil Jalalabad (W) 152024 

District Fazilka, have changed 

my name from Veena to Veena 

Rani and DOB from 05 Nov 

1975 to 12 April 1976, for 

correction in army service 

record of my husband.  

I No 3376917M EX Hav 

Joginder Singh Resident Village 

Naraingarh PO and Tehsil 

Dasuya Distt Hoshiarpur Punjab 

declare that in my Service 

Record my Wife Manjit Kaur 

Date of birth written 05-03-1967 

Wrongly. Actually her Date of 

Birth is 10-11-1962 as per her 

Aadhar card,Pan card, Marriage 

Certificate and passport 

records. 

I Shaik Najimulla Legally 

Father of Army No 16124393X 

Nk Shaik Mahammad Ayaj Of 

unit 22 Engr Regt C/o 56 Apo 

Ferozepur Parmanent resident 

of 1-49, Reddigudem, 

Reddigudem, Rajupalem Dist. 

Guntur State Andhra pradesh 

pin 522412 declare that my 

name Shaik Mahammad 

Nazeemulla and Date of Birth 

01.01.1963 wrongly written in 

my son Army service record but 

my correct name is Shaik 

Najimulla and Date of Birth is 

01.01.1961. 

I, Baburam is father of 

Army no. 16118417A, Nk, 

Pravesh Kumar Rajbhar of Unit 

22 Engr Regt C/o 56 Apo 

Ferozepur, resident Gram 

Ishakpur, Post Bakshpur, 

Bakshpur, Azamgarh, Hekma 

State Uttar Pradesh Pin-276303 

Declare That my Name Babu 

Ram Rajbhar and date of birth 

10.04.1951 Wrongly written in 

my Son Army Service Record 

but my correct Name is 

Baburam and date of birth 

01.01.1968. 

I, Sursati Devi is Mother of 

Army No. 16118417A NK, 

Pravesh Kumar Rajbhar of Unit 

22 Engr Regt C/o 56 Apo 

Ferozepur, Resident Gram 

Ishakpur, Post Bakshpur, 

Bakshpur, Azamgarh, Thekma 

State Uttat Pradesh Pin-276303 

Declare That my Date of birth 

25.03.1952 Wrongly written in 

my Son Army Service Record 

but my correct Date of birth 

01.01.1970. 

I Gangula Kasaiah is 

legally Father of Army No. 

16121950A NK Gangula 

Krishnam Raju of Unit 22 Engr 

Regt C/o 56 Apo Ferozepur, 

resident Magutur, Prakasam, 

Maguatur State Andhara 

Pradesh Pin-523333 Declare 

That my Date of birth 

05.04.1960 Wrongly written in 

my Son Army Service Record 

but my correct Date of birth 

01.01.1968 

I Gangula Venkata 

Lamkshamma is legally Mother 

of Army No. 16121950A, NK, 

Gangula Krishnam Raju of Unit 

22 Engr Regt C/o 56 Apo 

Ferozepur, resident Magutur, 

Prakasam, Maguatur State 

Andhara Pradesh Pin-523333 

Declare That my Name 

Gangula Venkata Lamkshmma 

and Date of birth 17.05.1970 

Wrongly written in my Son Army 

Service Record but my correct 

Name is Gangula Venkata 

Lamkshamma and Date of birth 

01.01.1968. 

I Rani Elumalai is legally 

Mother of Army No. 15329361M 

Rank Hav Name Boopalan E of 

Unit 22 Engr Regt C/o 56 Apo 

Ferozepur, resident 741, VTC 

Kuppam P.o Kuppam Tehsil 

Polur District. Tiruvannamalai 

State Tamil Nadu Pin-632311 

Declare That my Name E Rani 

and Date of birth 01.07.1965 

Wrongly written in my Son Army 

Service Record but my correct 

Name is Rani Elumalai and 

Date of birth 01.01.1972. 

I Elumalai Murugan is 

legally Father of Army No. 

15329361M, Hav, Boopalan E 

of Unit 22 Engr Regt C/o 56 Apo 

Ferozepur resident 741, VTC 

Kuppam P.o Kuppam Tehsil 

Polur District. Tiruvannamalai 

State Tamil Nadu Pin-632311 

Declare That my Name 

Elumalai and Date of birth 

01.07.1958 Wrongly written in 

my Son Army Service Record 

but my correct Name is 

Elumalal Murugan and Date of 

birth 17.02.1956. 

I Meenakshi S is legally 

Wife of Army No. 15329361M, 

Hav, Boopalan E of Unit 22 

Engr Regt C/o 56 Apo 

Ferozepur, resident 741, VTC 

Kuppam P.o Kuppam Tehsil 

Polur District. Tiruvannamalai 

State Tamil Nadu Pin-632311 

Declare That my Name B 

Meenakshi and Date of birth 

23.05.1986 Wrongly written in 

my Son Army Service Record 

but my correct Name 

Meenakshi S and Date of birth 

14.04.1987. 

I, Lingamsetty Sarojamma 

is legally Mother of Army No. 

16121106X, L/Hav, Lingamsetty 

Ashok of Unit 22 Engr Regt C/o 

56 Apo Ferozepur, resident 

Thamba Bavi Veedhi, 

Porumamilla, Cuddapah State 

Andhra Pradesh Pin-516193 

Declare That my Name L 

Sarojamma and Date of birth 

15.05.1971 Wrongly written in 

my Son Army Service Record 

but my correct Name is 

Lingamsetty Sarojamma and 

Date of birth 01.01.1971. 

I Sakkubai Kambar is 

legally wife of Army No. 

16117860F, Hav, Laxman 

Kambar of Unit 22 Eng Regt C/o 

56 Apo Ferozepur, resident 78. 

VTC. Halligeri PO Halligeri 

Tehsil Badami Distinct Bagalkot 

State Karnataka Pin-587206 

Declare That my Date of birth 

01.01.1996 Wrongly written in 

my Husband Army Service 

Record but my correct Date of 

birth 01.01.1998 

I Shantavva Kambar is 

legally Mother of Army No. 

16117860F, Hav, Laxman 

Kambar of Unit 22 Engr Regt 

C/o 56 Apo Ferozepur, resident 

78. VTC. Haligeri PO Haligeri 

Tehsil Badami Distirct Bagalkot 

State Karnataka Pin-587206 

Declare That my Date of birth 

01.06.1966 Wrongly written in 

my Son Army Service Record 

but my correct Date of birth 

01.01.1965. 

I P Ramesh Reddy is 

legally Father of Army No. 

16117132F Hav, P Suresh 

kumar Ready of Unit 22 Engr 

Regt C/o 56 Apo Ferozepur, 

resident 1-31, Madhavaram, 

Madhavaram VTC Thavanam 

Palli Distirct Chittoor State 

Andhra pradesh Pin-517129 

Declare That my Date of birth 

01.07.1965 Wrongly written in 

my Son Army Service Record 

but my correct Date of birth 

01.01.1964. 

I Shanthi is legally mother 

of Army no. 16121305L, Hav, 

Murali R of Unit 22 Engr Regt 

C/o 56 Apo Ferozepur, resident 

1/201, Maniyakar Vattam, 

Vellanayakaneri, Natrampalli, 

VTC. Sorakayalnatham PO 

Sorakayalnatham Tehsil 

Natrampalli Distirct Tirupattur 

State Tamil Nadu Pin-835854 

Declare That my Date of birth 

13.08.1970 Wrongly written in 

my Son Army Service Record 

but my correct Date of birth 

14.05.1968. 

I, Amerjit Kaur wife of JC-

107662 Ex Subedar Rajwant 

Singh S/o Sucha Singh resident 

of Village Jawahar Singh Wala 

PO Hakumat Singh Wala Tehsil 

and Distt Ferozepur, Punjab 

have changed my name from 

Amerjit Kaur to Amarjit Kaur and 

also changed my date of birth 

from 35 Yrs to 12 May 1946 

shall hereafter be known as my 

New Name Amarjit Kaur as per 

affidavit dated 02 Dec 2024.  

 I, Ayushi, daughter of Mr. 

Banarsi Dass Godara, resident 

of H.No. 268, Defence Colony, 

Hisar, Haryana (125001), have 

changed my name from Ayushi 

Godara to Ayushi for all future 

references. 

I hitherto Known as 

Shakuntla Jagga W/O Subhash 

Chand R/o H.No.6542 Tohana 

Road, Bhuna, Fatehabad 

Haryana, India-125111 have 

changed my name and shall 

hereafter be known as 

Shakuntla. It is certified that I 

have complied with other legal 

requirements in this connection. 

I, Anil Gulati S/o Madan 

Lal R/o 333-334 B, Chopra 

Garden, Yamuna Nagar, 

Haryana have changed my 

name from Anil Kumar Gulati to 

Anil Gulati. 

I, Geeta Gulati W/o Anil 

Gulati R/o 333-334 B, Chopra 

Garden, Yamuna Nagar, 

Haryana have changed my 

name from Geeta to Geeta 

Gulati. 

I, Ghanshyam Dass S/o 

Hans Raj R/o 533L/R, Model 

Town, Sarni Chowk, Yamuna 

Nagar have changed my name 

from Ghanshyam Dass to 

Ghanshyam Dass Malik. 

I, Krishna Wanti W/o 

Madan Lal R/o 333-334 B, 

Chopra Garden, Yamuna 

Nagar, Haryana have changed 

my name from Krishna Wati to 

Krishna Wanti. 

I, Kumari Shipra W/o 

Neeraj Kumar R/o 115, Lal 

Dwara Colony, Yamuna Nagar 

have changed my name from 

Kumari Shipra to Shipra. 

I, Seema Kumar W/o 

Parshant Kumar R/o 361, 

Sector 17, Huda, Jagadhri, Distt 

Yamuna Nagar have changed 

my name from Seema Arora to 

Seema Kumar. In future I shall 

be known as Seema Kumar. 

I, Harman Preet Singh 

S/O Sh. Jagjit Singh Resident of 

Spring Lodge, Officer's Colony, 

J.B.T Road, Tehsil-District 

Solan Himachal Pradesh 

declare I have changed my 

name Harmanpreet Singh 

(Previous Name) to Harman 

Preet Singh(New Name). All 

concerned please note. 

I, Pooja W/o Ravi Aggarwal 

R/o House No. 6, Ravi Sadan, 

DN College Road, Hisar 

(Haryana) declare that I have 

changed my name from Pooja 

to Pooja  Aggarwal for all future 

purposes. 

I, Lalit Kumar Vohera S/o 

Jagdish Lal R/o 84, Dashmesh 

Colony, Yamuna Nagar have 

changed my name from Lalit 

Kumar Vohera to Lalit Kumar. 

I, Rohit Kumar S/o 

Harjinder Singh R/o VPO 

Bainstani Distt. Hoshiarpur 

Punjab have changed my name 

from Rohit Kumar to Inderjit 

Singh. Concerned note. 

I, Ghanpat Rai S/o Jagat 

Ram R/o Village Maana, Man, 

Dhakkowal, Distt. Hoshiarpur 

Punjab have change my name 

from Ghanpat Rai to Ganpat 

Rai. Concerned note. 

I Radhey Kishan Dubey 

S/o Jaintry Parsad Dubey R/o 

Flat No. D1-705, Near Barota 

Police Chowki, Tulip Grand, 

Sector-35, Akbarpur Barota 

(62), Sonipat, Haryana declares 

that Radha Krishan & Radhey 

Kishan Dubey both are my 

names. In future, I shall be 

known as Radhey Kishan 

Dubey. 

I Parshant S/o Radhey 

Kishan Dubey R/o D1-706, Tulip 

Grand Apartment, Jatheri Road, 

Near OP Jindal University, 

Kundli, Sonipat, Haryana have 

changed my name from 

Parshant to Parshant Dubey.  

I, Kanwarbhan S/o Dharm 

Singh R/o 361, Dhurana (51), 

Teh. Khanpur, Distt. Sonipat 

declares that in my son's Jai 

Kishan passport, my name was 

wrongly entered as Kawar Bhan. 

My actual name is Kanwarbhan. 

Please correct it. 

I, Indravati W/o 

Kanwarbhan R/o 361, Dhurana 

(51), Teh. Khanpur, Distt. 

Sonipat declares that in my son's 

Jai Kishan passport, my name 

was wrongly entered as Indira 

Devi. My actual name is 

Indravati. Please correct it.  

I, Arpan Gill S/o Jagminder 

Singh, R/o Village Jagdhauli, 

Tehsil Saraswati Nagar, District 

Yamuna Nagar declare that 

name of mine, my father and my 

mother has been wrongly written 

as Arpan, Jagminder and 

Parvinder in my 10th and 12th 

classes educational documents. 

The actual name of mine, my 

father and my mother are Arpan 

Gill, Jagminder Singh and 

Parvinder Kaur. 

I Lalit Jabru  S/O Subhash 

Chander R/O VPO- Malakpur, 

Teh/Distt Pathankot Have 

Changed My Name From Lalit 

Jabru To Lalit Pathania. 

I, Usha Rani W/o Sanjay 

Kukreja R/O 892, Sector-15, 

Sonipat, Haryana 131001 have 

changed my name to Usha for 

all purposes.Also my correct 

D.O.B is 15.4.1972 

I Sabri Begum W/o Iqbal 

Deen R/o Vill. Madanpur, P.O. 

Chalheri, Teh. Rajpura, Distt. 

Patiala, I declare that I have 

changed my  name Sabri to 

Sabri Begum. All Concerned 

please note.  

I, Jyoti Rani w/o Sh. 

Sandeep Manocha, R/o H.no-

61, 8 Marla Colony, Panipat, 

declare I have changed my 

name from Yashika to Jyoti Rani 

for all future purpose. 

I, Manish Kumar Jain S/O 

Lal Chand Jain R/O B-552, 

Yamuna Enclave, Panipat –

132103, Haryana changed my 

name to Manish Jain. 

I, Smt. Nirmal Kaur W/o 

1454578A Late Hav Nirmal 

Singh R/o Vill. Bairampur PO 

Bhunga Tehsil & Distt. 

Hoshiarpur Punjab have 

changed my name from Nirmal 

Kaur to Nirmal Kaur Dhami and 

my date of birth from 31-12-1956 

to 30-05-1950. 

I, Tejinder Kumar S/O 

Sadhu Ram R/O H.No. 318, 

Didar Nagar, Ward No. 1, Kharar 

T.C. Kharar, SAS Nagar (Mohali) 

Have Changed My Name From 

Tejinder Kumar To Tajinder 

Kumar. 

I Jagmal S/o Hariram R/o  

Village  Kohand, Tehsil 

Gharaunda, Karnal Haryana 

have changed my minor son 

name from Vishal to Manjeet. 

I Atul Garg  S/O 

Manmohan  Krishan Aggarwal,  

R/O H.No 919-920, Sector-7 

Ambala City, Ambala Have 

Changed My Name From Atul 

Garg To Atul  Kumar Aggarwal. 

I Sakshi Dhamija W/O 

Rajinder Paul Dhamija R/O 

H.No- 2296 ,Sector-9 Urban 

Estate Ambala City Have 

Changed My  Name From 

Tamana To Sakshi Dhamija After 

Marriage . 

I, Smt Mohinder Kaur Dob 

- 40 Years Spouse Of Jc 

122771k, Ex Sub Jagir Singh , 

Permanent  Resident Of  H-42, 

Jarout Road,Guru Nanak Nagar 

Sultanpur, Ambala City, Teh - 

Ambala City, Distt - Ambala 

(Haryana) Have Changed My 

Name From Mohinder Kaur Dob 

- 40 Years  To Mahinder Kaur 

Dob- 07-04-1950  Vide Affidavit 

Dated 13-11-2024 Before Notary 

Public ,Ambala City. 

I, Rekha W/O Sh. Jitender 

Kumar R/O Village Khanpura 

(228), Tehsil Barara, Distt 

Ambala, Haryana-133205 Have 

Changed My Name From Rekha 

Sharma To Rekha. 

I Sumit S/O  Hari Ram 

Bakshi R/O #  65/1036 Baldev 

Nagar Ambala City, Haryan 

134007 Have Changed My 

Name  From Sumit To Sumit 

Bakshi.  

I Gurjeet Kaur Alias Jeet 

Kaur W/O  Karnail Singh  R/O 

H.No- 165/155 Village Addu 

Majra Distt Ambala Inform That 

Gurjeet Kaur & Jeet Kaur  Both 

Are The One & The Same 

Person. 

I Pooja Rani W/O Rakesh 

Jindal R/O Rattangarh Road 

Distt Ambala Haryana  I Have 

Changed My Name From Pooja 

Rani To Pooja Surname Jindal . 

I, Promila Sindhu, Adhar 

Card No. 670135312165, W/O 

Amerjeet Singh, R/O H. No. 99, 

Model Town, Jind Road, Kaithal, 

Tehsil And District Kaithal, 

Informs That, I Have Changed 

My Name From Promila To 

Promila Sindhu. Call Me Promila 

Sindhu In Future. 

I, No. 13740914Y Hav Harjit 

Singh (Retd.) S/o Dalip Singh 

R/o Village Yari, P.O. Deeg, 

Tehsil Shahbad , District 

Kurukshetra declare that in my 

service record my wife's name is 

wrongly written as Paul Kaur 

instead of Pal Kaur & D.O.B is 

17.03.1960 instead of 

01.01.1952. Note all concerns.  

I, No. 3405731N NK (Macp 

Hav) Gurpreet Singh (Retd.) S/o 

Dalip Singh R/o Village Sanwla, 

P.O. Koulapur, Tehsil Thanesar, 

District Kurukshetra declare that 

in my service record my 

mother's name is wrongly 

written as Manjeet Kaur instead 

of Manjit Kaur & D.O.B is 

01.05.1960 instead of 

01.01.1958. Note all concerns.  

I, Yoginder Rana S/O Late 

Chhajju Singh R/O H.No. 814, 

Sector- 4, Panchkula (Haryana), 

have changed my name from 

Yoginder Rana to Yoginder 

Singh. 

I, Sandeep Sharma S/o 

Joginder Pal R/o D-17/1555-A, 

Gali No. 4, Kartar Nagar, 

Chheharta, Amritsar, Punjab 

have changed my name from 

Sandeep Sharma to Sandeep 

Kumar. 

I, Jyoti Sharma W/o 

Sandeep Kumar R/o D-17/1555-

A, Gali No. 4, Kartar Nagar, 

Chheharta, Amritsar, Punjab 

have changed my name from 

Jyoti Sharma to Jyoti. 

I, Salkha D/o Mangal Singh 

R/o Vill Udhoke Khurd, Uchoke 

Khurd, PO Uddoke, Distt. 

Amritsar, Punjab-143119 have 

changed my name from Salkha 

to Komalpreet Kaur D/o Mangal 

Singh. 

I, Sarabjit Singh S/o 

Dhanna Singh R/o Vill.Kohala 

Tarsikka Po Tarsikka Distt. 

Amritsar have changed my 

name to Sarbjeet Singh  

I, Reeta Devi mother of 

No.13783470N Rfn Ajay Singh 

Unit of 11 Jak Rif C/o 56 Apo 

that in my son’s army service 

record my name and date of 

birth has been wrongly entered 

as Reeta Devi and DOB 

01.06.1976 but my correct name 

is Rita Devi and DOB is 

08.07.1976 Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB84394340171177W 

Dt.30.11.2024 before Executive 

Magistrate Amritsar 

I, No.13773454H Hav 

Darshan S/o Kamal Dev Unit of 

11 Jak Rif C/o 56 Apo that in my 

army service record my son’s 

name and has been wrongly 

entered as Puneet Choudhary 

but my son’s correct name 

Puneet Chaudhary Vide affidavit 

No.IN-PB84479090408477W 

Dt.30.11.2024 before Executive 

Magistrate Amritsar 

I, Kamal Father of 

No.13773454H Hav Darshan 

S/o Kamal Dev Unit of 11 Jak Rif 

C/o 56 Apo that in my son’s 

army service record my name 

has been wrongly entered as 

Kamal but my correct name is 

Kamal Dev Vide affidavit No.IN-

PB84477965222776W 

Dt.30.11.2024 before Executive 

Magistrate Amritsar  

I, Hari Singh Sandhu son of 

Surain Singh resident of House 

No. 254, Silver Estate, Majitha 

Verka Bye Pass Road, Amritsar, 

Punjab, declared that I have 

changed my name from Hari 

Singh Sandhu to Hari Singh 

I, Harpreet Kaur Sandhu 

wife of Roshan Lal resident of 

House No. 3873/15, Chotta 

Haripura, Amritsar, Punjab, 

declared that I have changed my 

name from Harpreet Kaur 

Sandhu to Harpreet Kaur  

I, Arvinder Singh S/o 

Mohinder Singh R/o H.No.225, 

Gali No.3, Tej Nagar, Sultanwind 

Road, Amritsar have changed my 

name from Arvinder Singh to 

Arvinder Singh Sandhu 

I, Tejinder Kaur W/o 

Arvinder Singh Sandhu R/o 

H.No.225, Gali No.3, Tej Nagar, 

Sultanwind Road, Amritsar have 

changed my name from Tejinder 

Kaur to Tajinder Kaur Sandhu  

I, Sukhwinder Kaur W/o 

Pritam Singh R/o H.No.123 (D7-

6715) Street No.6, Ram Nagar 

Colony, Islamabad, Amritsar have 

changed my Grand Daughter’s 

name from Hargundeep Kaur to 

Hargundeep is her Given name 

and Kaur is her Surname  

I, Rajwinder Kaur D/o 

Kuldip Singh R/o H.No.159, C-

Block Alpha City, Near Daburji, 

Amritsar have declare that my 

father was known by two name’s 

Kuldip Singh and Kuldeep Singh 

one and same person. 

I, Naveen, W/o late Army 

No. 2871804, Ex. Rank Naik 

Jagbir Singh, R/o House No. 26, 

Ward No. 3, Tehsil Camp, Preet 

Vihar Colony, Panipat, declared 

that my name is recorded as 

Namin in my husband's Army 

service record, which is wrong. 

My correct name is Naveen. In 

future, I should be known and 

identified by the name Naveen. 

I Sunita Rani W/o Raj 

Kumar Nagpal R/o H.No-949 

Sec-9, Urban Estate, Ambala city 

have changed my name from 

Sunita Rani to Sunita Nagpal. 

I, Gopal Dutt Joshi S/o Shri 

Khaili Dutt  R/o House no 597, 

RA  Farm, Singha Devi Colony, 

Nada ,SAS Nagar Mohali Punjab 

have changed my minor 

Daughter name from Komal 

Joshi to Komal. 

I, Komal Singh S/o Dilbag 

Singh R/o Pai Road, Village 

Hajwana, Distt. Kaithal (Haryana) 

declares that I have changed my 

name from Komal Singh to Kamal 

Singh. In future, I will be known by 

the name of Kamal Singh. All 

concerned please note. 

I, Shivam S/o Partap Singh 

R/o House No. 86/29, Chandana 

Gate, Near Distt. Saini Bhawan, 

Kaithal, Distt. Kaithal (Haryana) 

declares that I have changed my 

name from Shivam to Shivam 

Saini. In future, I will be known by 

the name of Shivam Saini. All 

concerned please note. 
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Akal Takht Punishes Sukhbir
Badal, former Akali Ministers 
MONIKA MALIK n
CHANDIGARH

The Akal Takht on Monday
delivered a historic ver-

dict, revoking posthumously
the coveted ‘Panth Rattan
Fakhr-e-Qaum’ title bestowed
on Punjab’s former Chief
Minister and Akali veteran
Parkash Singh Badal while
mandating religious punish-
ment for his son and former
Deputy Chief Minister Sukhbir
Singh Badal, along with the for-
mer Akali ministers. The deci-
sive action followed allega-
tions of grave misconduct and
betrayal of Sikh principles, tar-
nishing the political and moral
standing of the Badal family
and their associates. 

Sukhbir, who was found
guilty of religious transgres-
sions during his tenure as
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
president and former Deputy
Chief Minister-cum-Home
Minister, was declared
“tankhaiya” (guilty of religious
misconduct) on August 30.
The list of punishments include
serving at key Sikh shrines and
performing menial tasks.

Over the next eight days,
Sukhbir is to serve at locations
such as the Golden Temple,
Keshgarh Sahib, and Fatehgarh
Sahib, wearing a servant’s attire
and carrying a spear at the
entrance, symbolic of his pen-
itence. At each site, he must
also spend an hour cleaning
utensils in the Guru Ram Dass
Jee Langar Hall (a communal
kitchen), listening to kirtan,
and reciting the Sukhmani
Sahib path. While his physical
condition — a fractured leg —
exempted him from cleaning
toilets and washrooms, the five
high priests (Panj Singh
Sahibans) emphasized the grav-
ity of the punishment as an
opportunity for reflection. 

Senior Akali veteran
Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa was
also awarded a similar punish-
ment owing to his old age and
health concerns.

Former Akali ministers
were not spared either. They
have been directed to clean
washrooms in the Golden
Temple complex for an hour,
followed by serving in the

kitchen and performing reli-
gious recitations. Like Sukhbir,
they are also required to wear
plaques around their necks,
publicly acknowledging their
guilt and seeking forgiveness
from the Sikh community.

The Akal Takht, Sikhs’
highest temporal seat, further
directed the Shiromani Akali
Dal (SAD) to accept Sukhbir’s
resignation as party president,
and appoint a new president
within three days. The clergy
has called for a comprehensive
overhaul of the party’s structure
within six months to address
the damage inflicted on Sikh
sentiments under Sukhbir’s
leadership. 

The pronouncement came
after years of tension within the
Sikh community and mounting
dissatisfaction with the SAD
leadership. A breakaway faction
of the party first approached
the Akal Takht in July 2024,
submitting a letter of apology
for the four “grave mistakes”
made under Sukhbir’s leader-
ship. After a prolonged review,
the five Sikh high priests, led by
Akal Takht Jathedar Giani
Raghbir Singh, convened meet-
ings throughout the year to
address these grievances. On
August 30, Sukhbir was for-
mally declared “tankhaiya” and
directed to provide a written
explanation for his actions.

The decision to strip senior
Badal of the prestigious ‘Panth
Rattan Fakhr-e-Qaum’ title
marked a significant reassess-
ment of his legacy. The honour,
granted in 2011 to recognize
his contributions to the Sikh
community, has now been
rescinded due to actions seen
as antithetical to its purpose.
Among these actions was the
Akali Dal-led Punjab
Government’s 2015 decision
to orchestrate a controversial
pardon for Sirsa-based Dera
Sacha Sauda chief Gurmeet
Ram Rahim Singh.

Ram Rahim, a self-styled
godman infamous for mimic-
king Guru Gobind Singh, had
been excommunicated by the
Sikh clergy for his offensive
acts. The pardon, widely
viewed as a betrayal of Sikh val-
ues, sparked unprecedented
outrage among the communi-
ty, leading to mass protests and

violent confrontations. It was
alleged that the Akali Dal’s
close ties to the Dera played a
role in securing the pardon to
curry favour with the sect’s
large vote bank. 

Adding to the controversy,
the Akali Dal’s tenure from
2007 to 2017 was marred by
accusations of mishandling
sacrilege incidents.

The theft of the Guru
Granth Sahib in Faridkot and
subsequent acts of desecration
shook the community’s faith in
the government’s ability to pro-
tect its religious sanctity. Police
firings on protesters in Behbal
Kalan and Kotkapura, which
left two Sikhs dead, further
fueled anger against the Akali
leadership. 

Critics accused the Akali
Government of failing to con-
duct impartial investigations or
bring the culprits to justice,
with fingers pointed at the
then-Home Minister Sukhbir
Singh Badal.

IN addition, SAD’s deci-
sion to shield police officers
implicated in fake encounters
and extrajudicial killings dur-
ing the 1980s and 1990s has
also drawn ire. Top cops such
as Sumedh Singh Saini and
Izhar Alam, who faced serious
allegations, were rewarded with
high-ranking positions in the
state police force, deepening
resentment among the Sikh
community. 

The Akal Takht’s actions
underline its role as a moral
authority for the Sikh com-
munity, holding even the most
powerful individuals account-
able for their actions. Jathedar
Giani Harpreet Singh, while
announcing the verdict from
the podium of Akal Takht,
stated that the clergy would not
tolerate any compromise on
Sikh values. He emphasized
that the punishments imposed
were not just symbolic but
aimed at restoring faith in Sikh
institutions and principles. 

The clergy also directed
senior Akali leaders to engage
in introspection during their
acts of penance. By participat-
ing in menial services such as
cleaning and cooking, the
guilty parties are expected to
reconnect with the core tenets
of humility and service that lie
at the heart of Sikhism. 

Political Fallout 
The decision has sent

shockwaves through Punjab’s
political landscape, with the
Akali Dal already grappling
with dwindling popularity.
Once a dominant force in
Punjab politics, the party’s sup-
port has eroded following
breaking of ties with its
decades-old alliance partners,
BJP, over the contentious farm
laws in 2020.

Sukhbir Badal’s leadership
faced increasing criticism over
the years. Voices of dissent

within the party grew louder
after the sacrilege incidents of
2015 and the party’s poor per-
formance in the 2017 and 2022
Punjab Assembly elections with
the emergence of Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) in the state’s polit-
ical scene.

Following the party’s
repeated defeats in two back-
to-back assembly polls, espe-
cially after ruling the state for
a decade, a party committee
was constituted under senior
leader Iqbal Singh Jhunda
which suggested change of
leadership to improve Akali
Dal’s standing in Punjab.

With SAD’s another
embarrassing defeat in 2024
Lok Sabha polls, a splinter
group — Akali Dal Sudhar
Lehar — was formed under
former MLA Gurpartap Singh
Wadala with senior leaders
like former MP Prem Singh
Chandumajra, former Minister
Bibi Jagir Kaur, Parminder
Singh Dhindsa, and others,
further pressuring Sukhbir
Badal to step down.

On November 16, Sukhbir
finally stepped down as SAD
chief — marking the end of his
15-year tenure on the party’s
top post — a day after appoint-
ing a loyalist and former MP
Balwinder Singh Bhundur as
working president.

The Akal Takht’s ruling
has now further compounded
the crisis, potentially alienating
the Akali Dal from its core Sikh
vote bank. 

For the Sikh community,
the Akal Takht’s decision is a
moment of reckoning. Many
see it as a long-overdue step
toward justice for the betrayal
of Sikh principles during the
Akali regime. The clergy’s
assertiveness in holding pow-
erful leaders accountable has
been widely welcomed, with
community leaders and orga-
nizations expressing support
for the verdict. 

However, questions remain
about whether these actions
will lead to substantive change.
Critics argued that the penal-
ties, while symbolically signif-
icant, may not address the sys-
temic issues within the Akali
Dal or the broader political sys-
tem that enabled these trans-
gressions. 

n Revocation of ‘Panth Rattan Fakhr-e-
Qaum’ title awarded to five-time CM Parkash
Singh Badal in 2011
n Declared tankhaiya on August 30, Sukhbir
ordered to perform penance, including menial
services at prominent Sikh shrines, standing
guard at Gurdwaras’ entrance wearing guard’s
uniform and a plaques acknowledging guilt
n Former Akali Ministers directed to clean
washrooms, serve in gurdwara kitchens wear-
ing plaques of guilt around their neck
n SAD instructed to remove Sukhbir
Badal as president and appoint a new leader
within 3 days
n SAD given 6 months to restructure
and address grievances of the Sikh community

Akal Takht’s Key Decisions

PM Modi in Chd today,
Tight security in place
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Ahead of the visit of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,

the UT Chandigarh Police have
beefed up security with the
deployment of additional forces
at various places in the city.
Special arrangements are also
being made at Punjab
Engineering College (PEC) for
the PM’s visit on Tuesday. The
Police have also put up nakas
across the city.

A senior police officer said
that the Police Department
has deployed additional per-
sonnel and set up checkpoints
on key entry routes to check
vehicles entering the city from
Mohali and Panchkula.

The Prime Minister is
expected to deliver his address
in the PEC hall, which has a
seating capacity of 5,000 peo-
ple. Home Minister Amit Shah
will also be present.

According to a UT official,
during the visit, PM Modi will
review the progress of three
newly introduced criminal
laws, which have been designed
to overhaul India’s criminal
justice system. 

The police will conduct a
live demonstration, featuring
theatre artists, to showcase
improvements in law enforce-
ment, judicial procedures and
evidence management after
the introduction of the new
laws. The demonstration will
include eight stage perfor-
mances, one of which depicts
a murder investigation, on the
Punjab Engineering College
(PRC) campus in Sector 12.

The Prime Minister is
expected to stay in the city for
three hours.

The UT Administration
has declared Chandigarh a
“no-flying zone” on Tuesday.

The official said that
Chandigarh, the joint capital of
Punjab and Haryana, is the first
city in the country where 100
per cent implementation of all
three laws has been completed.
The local police will showcase
the functionalities of applica-
tions such as e-Sakshya, Nyay
Setu, Nyay Shruti and e-sum-
mons, which have been devel-
oped by the National
Informatics Centre in collabo-
ration with the National Crime

Records Bureau.
Newly recruited Indian

Police Service (IPS) officers
from across the country will
attend the event on enforce-
ment, judicial procedures and
evidence management on the
new laws with Chandigarh
Police delivering a detailed
presentation on the integration
and functioning of various
applications.

“Movement of VVIP is
scheduled to Chandigarh on
Tuesday. So, in view of emerg-
ing threats due to recent trends
of carrying out terrorist attacks
by using drones fitted with
improvised explosive device
by anti-national elements and
keeping in view of the securi-
ty of VVIPs and general pub-
lic, it becomes imperative to
declare the area of UT,
Chandigarh as ‘no flying zone’
for drones and unmanned aer-
ial vehicles,” an order issued by
the Deputy Commissioner said.

This order will not be
applicable to law enforcement
agencies, including police,
paramilitary, the Indian Air
Force, SPG personnel and per-
sons authorised by competent
government authority.  “Any
breach of this order would
invite action under Section
223 of Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,
2023, and other relevant pro-
visions of law,” the order added.

On August 4, Shah visited
Chandigarh and launched the
e-Sakshya, Nyay Setu, Nyay
Shruti and e-Summon apps
for the three new criminal
laws. 

He had then said that the
new laws would prove to be the
"biggest" reform witnessed by
India in the 21st century.

MOHALI POLICE
TIGHTENS SECURITY

As Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is set to visit
Chandigarh on Tuesday,
Punjab Police have ramped up
security measures to ensure a
seamless and secure event. A
high-level meeting, chaired by
the state Additional Director
General of Police (ADGP),
State Crime Records Bureau
(SCRB), Mohnish Chawla on
Monday, laid out comprehen-
sive directives to bolster the
arrangements.

The meeting, held in
Mohali, was attended by the
Deputy Inspector General of
Ropar Range, Mohali Senior
Superintendent of Police (SSP),
and senior officials from the
District Crime Records Bureau
and other units. Emphasis was
placed on ensuring a robust
VIP security framework and
flawless operational coordina-
tion among all agencies.

The elaborate security
drill has senior officers from
Chandigarh, Mohali, and
Panchkula police closely mon-
itoring the arrangements.
Instructions were given to leave
no room for lapses, with strict
implementation of security
protocols across the board.
Special attention is being paid
to managing traffic to mini-
mize disruptions for the pub-
lic during the high-profile visit.

As part of the heightened
vigilance, every vehicle enter-
ing Chandigarh is undergoing
thorough checks. Officials have
been instructed to ensure that
commuters face minimal
inconvenience while main-
taining the highest levels of
scrutiny.

Local police units have
received additional training
and guidelines to efficiently
handle the dual responsibilities
of traffic management and
security.

To streamline operations,
Punjab Police have established
strong coordination among
related departments. A special
task force has also been formed
to oversee the security arrange-
ments and promptly address
any unforeseen challenges. The
measures are designed to cre-
ate an airtight security net,
ensuring that the Prime
Minister's visit proceeds with-
out incident.

AAP’s 3 newly-elected MLAs Sworn
In; Cong MLA cites no “formal” invite
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Following the victory in
recently-concluded Punjab

Assembly by-elections, the
three newly-elected legislators
of the ruling Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) took their oath of office
on Monday at the Punjab
Vidhan Sabha. The ceremony
was presided over by Speaker
Kultar Singh Sandhwan, with
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann and AAP Punjab presi-
dent Aman Arora in atten-
dance, marking a moment of
celebration for the party. 

The three AAP legislators
— Dr Ishank Kumar
Chabbewal from Chabbewal,
Gurdeep Singh Randhawa
from Dera Baba Nanak, and
Hardeep Singh Dimpy Dhillon
from Gidderbaha — swore
their allegiance in the
Member’s Lounge of the
Vidhan Sabha. Dr Chabbewal
— the first to take the oath —
added a symbolic flourish by

proclaiming “Jai Bhim”, “Jai
Bharat” and “Inquilab
Zindabad.”

Family members of the
MLAs, along with several dig-
nitaries, attended the event.
Chief Minister Bhagwant
Mann extended his congratu-
lations, applauding the newly-
elected representatives for their
resounding victory in the
recent by-polls. 

Meanwhile, Congress
MLA Kuldeep Singh Kala
Dhillon, elected from Barnala,
did not participate in the cer-
emony. Dhillon cited a lack of
formal communication from
the Vidhan Sabha or the
Congress Legislative Party
(CLP) leader regarding today’s
event. He announced that he
would be taking his oath on
December 4, accompanied by
his party colleagues. 

The November by-elec-
tions were held in four con-
stituencies — Chabbewal, Dera
Baba Nanak, Gidderbaha, and

Barnala — necessitated after
the incumbent MLAs vacated
their seats upon becoming
MPs. While AAP secured vic-
tories in three constituencies,
Congress claimed a surprise
win in Barnala, wresting the
seat from AAP. 

Barnala’s loss for AAP was
attributed to internal dissent,
with a rebel candidate securing
a significant chunk of votes.
Congress candidate Kuldeep
Singh Kala Dhillon emerged
victorious, defeating AAP’s
Harinder Dhaliwal by 2,176
votes. 

Since taking charge in
Punjab, the AAP Government
has faced mixed electoral out-
comes. Notably, the party lost
a Lok Sabha by-election in
Sangrur and the Barnala
assembly seat in this by-poll.
Both defeats occurred in
regions considered AAP
strongholds, raising questions
about internal challenges and
opposition strategies. 

Rs 900 crore allocated for develop-
ment works in Panchayats: Hry CM
PNS n CHANDIGARH

Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on

Monday said that the State gov-
ernment has worked uniform-
ly for the development of every
sector. In the interest of farm-
ers, the state government has
decided to procure all crops at
MSP. Recently, Rs 900 crore has
been allocated for develop-
ment works in Panchayats, he
added.Saini said this after vis-
iting villages of the Ladwa
Assembly constituency, name-
ly Beed Pipli, Khanpur, Babain,
Mangoli Jattan, Chapra, and
Gobindgarh. This visit was a
part of the Dhanyawadi daura
being conducted by the Chief
Minister to express his grati-
tude to the people of the State
for giving such a huge mandate
to his government for the third
consecutive time.

On this occasion, Saini
announced the fulfillment of 12
demands for Beed Pipli
through respective depart-
ments and sanctioned Rs. 20

lakh for the village. Besides this,
additional grants of Rs. 20
lakh each were announced for
Khanpur and Chapra villages,
and Rs. 30 lakh for Babain vil-
lage.

The Chief Minister direct-
ed the officers to draft estimates
for the construction of village
streets in Babain village. He
said that construction of  a gov-
ernment college in the Babain
village will be done after check-
ing the feasibility.

He assured that there
would be no shortage of funds
for development works across
the state, including Ladwa con-

stituency. He
directed the
officers con-
cerned to pri-
oritize road
i m p r o v e -
ments works
and ensure
that necessary
repairs are
carried out
p r o m p t l y .
Additionally,

new roads will be constructed
where required to enhance
transportation facilities, said
Saini.

The CM said that under
the state government's com-
mitment to providing housing
for the poor, one lakh plots of
100 square yards will soon be
allotted in the first phase.
Financial assistance for build-
ing houses on these plots will
be provided under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana. He  said
that the government's aim is to
ensure that every poor indi-
vidual in the state has a place
to live. Earlier, the state gov-

ernment had already provided
15,230 plots of 30 square yards
each in 14 cities. Saini said that
even before taking the oath, the
government had provided
25,000 government jobs to
youth without any favouritism,
bringing happiness  on the
faces of thousands of poor
families. Moreover, the gov-
ernment has ensured the avail-
ability of gas cylinders at Rs.
500 for BPL families, free dial-
ysis for kidney patients, and
free medical treatment under
the Ayushman Bharat scheme
for senior citizens aged above
70 years, said Saini.

While criticising the
Opposition, the Chief Minister
said that the illusions created by
opposition parties have now
been shattered. He alleged that
previous governments have
always exploited the poor and
failed to deliver the benefits of
government schemes to them,
whereas, Prime Minister Modi
has worked to ensure that the
benefits of schemes reach the
last mile citizens.

Major reshuffle in Haryana bureaucracy, 44 IAS
officers transferred; Sumita Misra is new HS
PNS n CHANDIGARH

In the first major bureaucrat-
ic reshuffle after the BJP was

voted back to power, the
Haryana government has
transferred 44 IAS officers with
immediate effect.

Senior officer of the 1990-
batch, Sumita Misra will be the
new Home Secretary.  Misra,
Additional Chief Secretary
(ACS), Medical Education and
Research Department, has been
posted as ACS, Home, Jails,
Criminal Investigation and
Administration of Justice
Departments, relieving Anurag
Rastogi of the charge. Rastogi
will continue to hold the charge
of ACS, Finance and Planning
departments. He will hold
additional charge of Financial
Commissioner of Revenue and
Disaster Management and
Consolidation Department.

Ashok Khemka, a 1991-
batch officer who was ACS,
Printing and Stationery
Department, has been posted
as ACS, Transport Department,
relieving 1994-batch IPS offi-
cer Navdeep Virk of the charge.
Khemka served as transport
commissioner and secretary
in the first term of the BJP gov-

ernment which was led by
Manohar Lal Khattar.

The reshuffle had been on
the cards since the Saini dis-
pensation was sworn in on
October 17.

According to the order,
Apoorva K Singh has been
posted as ACS, Town and
Country Planning and Urban
Estates Department, and will
also hold the charge as ACS,
Energy Department.

Sudhir Rajpal, ACS, Health
and Family Welfare
Department, has also been
given charge of Medical
Education and Research, and
Ayush departments.  Anand
Mohan Sharan has been given
charge of Food and Civil
Supplies Department in addi-
tion to the other departments
he holds.

Vineet Garg has been post-
ed as ACS, Higher Education
Department and Chairman of
Haryana State Pollution
Control Board. D Suresh,
Resident Commissioner,
Haryana Bhawan, New Delhi,
will now also be Principal
Secretary of Industries and
Commerce Department.
Rajeev Ranjan has been given
the additional charge of

Principal Secretary, Labour
while Shyamal Mishra will be
the new CEO of Faridabad
Metropolitan Development
Authority and Gurugram
Metropolitan Development
Authority as well as Principal
Secretary of Civil Aviation
Department. Vijay Singh
Dahiya has been posted as
Commissioner and Secretary of
Printing and Stationery and
Animal Husbandry depart-
ments.

Ashima Brar, Secretary,
Social Justice, Empowerment
and Welfare of Scheduled
Castes and Backward Classes
and Antyodaya (SEWA)
Department, has been posted
as Excise and Taxation
Commissioner and Secretary,
and Managing Director of
Haryana Vidyut Prasaran
Nigam Ltd.

Amit Kumar Agrawal,
Commissioner and Secretary,
Development and Panchayats
Department will also be the
Commissioner and Secretary of
departments of Information,
Public Relations, Languages
and Culture, and Foreign
Cooperation. Yashendra Singh
has been posted as Director
and Special Secretary of

Medical Education and
Research Department.

Among other IAS officers,
G Rajini Kaanthan will be the
new Transport Commissioner
while Phool Chand Meena will
be the new Commissioner of
Ambala division. A Sreenivas
has been posted as
Commissioner of Hisar divi-
sion and Anshaj Singh has
been posted as Commissioner
of Rohtak division, and
Director General of Swarna
Jayanti Haryana Institute for
Fiscal Management. Yash Garg
will be Commissioner of Food
and Drugs Administration.
Monica Malik has been given
the additional charge of
Managing Director of Haryana
Women Development
Corporation Ltd.

Rajesh Jogpal, Registrar,
Cooperative Societies,
Haryana, has been posted as
Director and Special Secretary
of Food, Civil Supplies and
Consumer Affairs Department
in addition to his current
duties. Haryana Human Rights
Commission Secretary Narhari
Singh Banger has been posted
as Advisor and Special
Secretary of Civil Aviation
Department.

PNS n CHANDIGARH

Punjab Finance
Minister Harpal

Singh Cheema on
Monday made a com-
pelling case for extending
the GST Compensation
Cess regime beyond
March 31, 2026, to
address states’ revenue
losses caused by the sub-
sumation of various taxes
into the Goods and
Services Tax (GST).
Participating virtually in
a Group of Ministers
(GoM) meeting on the
issue, Cheema under-
scored the pressing need
for this extension to safe-
guard fiscal stability. 

H i g h l i g h t i n g
Punjab's plight, Cheema
pointed out the signifi-
cant revenue loss due to

the inclusion of the pur-
chase tax on foodgrains
within GST. This levy
was a critical revenue
source for Punjab in the
pre-GST era.

He further
explained that goods
under the earlier VAT
regime were taxed at sub-
stantially higher rates
compared to GST, exac-
erbating revenue chal-
lenges for the state. 

Citing the Goods
and Services
(Compensation to States)
Act 2017, Cheema
stressed that the GST
Council has the author-
ity to recommend
extending the compen-
sation period beyond five
years. 

He argued that such
a step is essential for

Punjab and other states
facing similar setbacks
due to GST implementa-
tion. 

The Finance
Minister’s appeal res-
onated with broader con-
cerns among states, many
of which have reported
permanent financial
losses since the tax over-
haul. Cheema empha-
sized that extending

the compensation
regime is vital for states
to sustain essential pub-
lic services and develop-
ment programs without
financial strain. 

The strong advocacy
aligned with the Chief
Minister Bhagwant
Mann-led Punjab
Government’s commit-
ment to protecting the
state’s financial interests.

Punjab FM Urges Extension of GST
Compensation Cess Beyond 2026

AAP appeals to EC not to hold civic
body polls during Shaheedi Week
PNS n CHANDIGARH

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) on Monday
appealed to the State Election Commission not

to hold municipal elections during Shaheedi
Week. AAP Punjab President Aman Arora stated
that Shaheedi Week is a matter deeply connected
to the emotions of the people of Punjab, and the
Election Commission should take this into account
before announcing the election dates.

Arora mentioned that the party has expressed
its concerns on this matter to the Chief Electoral
Officer of the state. Various political parties and
religious organizations have also raised this issue.
It is a matter of respecting the religious sentiments
of the people, and AAP believes that elections
should not be held during Shaheedi Week.

Arora said that the sacrifice of Guru Gobind
Singh Ji's younger sons, Sahibzada Fateh Singh and
Sahibzada Zorawar Singh Ji, is not just significant
for Sikhism but holds a vital place in the history
of the entire nation. 

He said that while there are strict orders from
the High Court regarding municipal elections,
which have left the Election Commission in a
dilemma, the Commission must adhere to the
court's directives and should consider the emotions
of the people while setting the election dates.

HP CM chairs 49th
tribal Advisory
Council meeting
PNS n SHIMLA

Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Sukhvinder

Singh Sukhu on Monday
presided over the 49th meeting
of the Himachal Pradesh Tribal
Advisory Council. Discussions
were held on various develop-
mental issues, including edu-
cation, healthcare, electricity,
drinking water and infrastruc-
ture in tribal regions of the
State.

He said that such meetings
play a vital role in addressing

the challenges faced by tribal
communities and formulating
policies for their welfare and
progress.

He said that the present state
government has made provi-

sion of Rs. 890.28 crore under
the Tribal Sub Plan and Tribal
Area Development Programme
for the financial year 2024-25,
with an additional Rs. 1,145.46
crore allocated in non-plan
expenditure. 
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IN THE COURT OF LEARNED SUB-

DIVISIONAL MAGISTRATE, TRIBUNAL 

UNDER THE MAINTENANCE AND 

WELFARE OF PARENTS AND SENIOR 

CITIZEN ACT, 2007 AT HOSHIARPUR.  

Publication Notice  

Subject:- Harbhajan Singh V/s 

Mahavir Singh & Others, Village 

Khawaspur, Tehsil and District 

Hoshiarpur, Senior Citizen Case No. 

38/Reader 08-10-2024 for publication 

in newspaper to service of the 

respondent.  

In connection with the subject cited 

above, mentioned senior citizen case, 

Village Khawaspur, Tehsil and District. 

Hoshiarpur is pending in the court of 

undersigned. The respondent in above 

said case are not residing in House 

No. B-22/159, New Govind Nagar, 

Tehsil and District Hoshiarpur, they 

cannot be served in ordinary process 

of law. So, respondent or their heirs or 

all general or special persons informed 

through this notice that, If anybody 

have any objection then He/She/they 

can submit objection after publication 

by undersigned on 09-12-2024. In 

case, objection will not be submitted 

with in the time fixed, then necessary 

proceeding will be initiated as per rules 

to decide the case.  

Detail of respondents:- Sh. Mahabir 

Singh S/o Harbhajan Singh R/o House 

No. B-22/159, New Govind Nagar, 

Tehsil and District Hoshiarpur. At 

Present in Abroad.  

This Notice has been Issued today on 

28-11- 2024 by this Court. 

Sub Divisional Magistrate- 

Cum-TRIBUNAL UNDER THE 

MAINTENANCE AND WELFARE 

OF PARENTS AN SENIOR CITIZEN 

ACT, 2007 AT HOSHIARPUR 

No. 1235/Reader Dated: 28-11-2024 

COURT NOTICE

(U/o 5 Rule 20 CPC) 

IN THE COURT OF Ms. Aarti Sharma 

Civil Judge (Junior Division), Mukerian 

Sarishta Devi @ Sarmishta Devi daughter 

of Parmeshwari Dass and W/o Shamsher 

Singh Resident of Village Jharing, Tehsil 

Mukerian, District Hoshiarpur presently 

residing SCL Society, Sector 70, SAS 

Nagar Mohali.  

Vs.  

Gurbachan Singh s/o Sardar Singh 

through his Lrs Kulwinder Singh s/o 

Gurbachan Singh Resident of Village 

Jharing, Tehsil Mukerian, District 

Hoshiarpur and others. 

CNR No.:-PBHOC0-000674-2022 

Next Date:-24-12-2024 

Suit for separate possession with permanent 

injunction  

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO: 1A. Kulwinder 

Singh son of Gurbachan Singh  1B. Teja Singh 

son of Gurbachan Singh 1C. Gurbachan Kaur 

wife of Gurbachan Singh  1D. Jatinder Kaur 

daughter of Gurbachan Singh 2. Kulwinder Singh 

son of Gurbachan Singh  6B. Sahil Kumar son of 

Jatinder Singh s/o Dhyan Singh  6C. Saurabh 

Singh son of Jatinder Singh s/o Dhyan Singh 7. 

Balwinder Singh s/o Dhyan Singh  11. Kuldeep 

Singh son of Santokh Singh  13B. Vijendar Partap 

Singh son of Ramesh Kumar s/o Dhyan Singh 

13C. Neha daughter of Ramesh Kumar S/o 

Dhyan Singh 15A(iii). Geeta daughter of Surjit 

Singh s/o Sher Singh 15B. Nirmala Devi daughter 

of Sher Singh 15C. Raj Kumari daughter of Sher 

Singh 15D. Seema daughter of Sher Singh 15E. 

Isha Dadwal daughter os Sher Singh 15F. Reeta 

Rani widow of Jangroop Singh s/o Sher Singh 16. 

Neelam Devi daughter of Ajit Singh 17. Neetu Devi 

daughter of Ajit Singh s/o Shiv Singh 18A. Shimlo 

Devi widow of Ram Lal s/o Bawa Ram 18B. Sonu 

daughter of Ram Lal s/o Bawa Ram 18C. Mano 

daughter of Ram Lal s/o Bawa Ram 18F(i). Kavita 

widow of Dalveer son of Ram Lal s/o Bawa Ram 

18F(ii). Ajay Kumar son of Dalveer son of Ram Lal 

s/o Bawa Ram 19. Basheshar Singh son of Ajit 

Singh 20. Sheetal Kaur widow of Bakshish Singh 

s/o Mehnga Singh 21. Manjit Kaur daughter of 

Bakshish Singh s/o Mehnga Singh 27A. Madan 

Manohar Lal son of Kharak Singh 28. Om 

Parkash son of Balbir Singh 29. Wattan Kaur 

mother of Santokh Singh silo Mehnga Singh 36. 

Jaskaran Singh s/o Ekam Singh  37. Ravinder Pal 

Singh s/o Kabal Singh All Resident of Village 

Jhring, H.B. 393, Tehsil Mukerian, Distt. 

Hoshiapur. 

PUBLICATION ISSUED TO:- GENERAL 

PUBLIC 

In above tiled Case, the defendant (s)/ 

respondent (s) could not be served. It is 

ordered that defendant (s) /respondent (s) 

should appear in person or through counsel on 

24-12-2024 at 10:00 a.m.   

For details logon to 

https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs=district_no

tice & district= Hoshiarpur 

Ms. Aarti Sharma  

Civil Judge (Junior Division), Mukerian  

Dated, this day of 20-11-2024

COURT NOTICE



We have read the
story of five blind
men and the ele-

phant. Each man touched a
part and described the ani-
mal differently. They would
have correctly visualised the
pachyderm if they also had
sight. There is no denying
that all five senses com-
bined define how we live
from birth to death.
The absence of any will
make us feel incomplete.
Touch is probably foremost.
Scientists say touch is the
first of the senses we devel-
op. It is not a single feeling.
It consists of several distinct
sensations communicated to
the brain through neurons in
the skin. Touch plays an
important role in shaping us.
It also conveys compassion
from one human to anoth-
er.
My earliest memories were
those of my parents, their
friends, or elders from the
extended family, patting and
even pinching my cheeks. I
do not remember patting the
cheeks of my younger sib-
lings, probably because they
came in quick succession,
within three years of my
birth. However, the emotions
of my parents holding me in

joy and pain alike will forev-
er remain with me. I also
recall the happy gurgling
sounds of my younger
cousins as I patted or tickled
them.
The feeling I had as I held
my fiancé’s hand while
putting the engagement ring
on her finger was different.
It gave me a sense of love and
belonging to someone for
the rest of my life. We got
married and in time had
children. Touch was impor-
tant to nurture and cherish
our love for each other and
the children. 
As we held our children
close, I could visualise the
bliss that my parents might
have felt when they held me
or my younger siblings.
Touch plays an equally
important role in grief due to

loss. We are so conditioned
to the societal norms of
engaging the bereaved in
an almost endless conversa-
tion, that we often forget
their need to sit quietly with
their thoughts to contem-
plate the life lived together
and mourn the loss. A warm
hug is all that the grieving
person needs at that
moment. I also visit the
temple, not often, but occa-
sionally. 
A sense of peace pervades
me when the priest touches
my forehead in blessing. We
have heard about the power
of healing only through the
touch of a saint or even the
statue of a revered person. It
is the faith people have in the
power of touch.
It is not unusual to see peo-
ple across the globe reaching
out to their leaders or stars
to touch them and shake
hands with them. Leaders
and stars also feel connect-
ed when they are physically
close to people. Leaders from
different countries, separat-
ed by geographies and lan-
guage, are also seen hugging
each other, indicating friend-
ship and camaraderie. We
see sportspersons hugging
each other after an achieve-

ment. It motivates them to
perform better. COVID left
us feeling bereft of several
human emotions. Many lost
their lives away from their
loved ones. Both, the dead
and those who survived
missed the familiar touch. 
There were unanswered
questions in everyone’s
mind. We were afraid of the
unknown future. We did
not know if touch, the most
elementary of our senses
that defines our personality,
would be a thing of the past
for future generations. We
faced the unthinkable feeling
of living and dying in the
sterile ‘Don’t Touch Me’
environment of social dis-
tancing.
Touch keeps us alive. It
imparts within us the abili-
ty to love and be loved.
Emily Dickinson wrote in
one of her poems, almost
two centuries earlier. “He
touched me, so I live to
know… And now, I’m differ-
ent than before.”

(The writer is  an author,
speaker, coach, arbitrator

and strategy consultant. He
conducts workshops on cre-

ative writing for young
adults and corporate execu-

tives.; views are personal)
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tougher than winning elections for the
Bharatiya Janata Party while going by the
race between Devandra Fadnavis and
Eknath Shinde to occupy the CM’s chair.
The hunger for power by the BJP keeps
Eknath Shinde in the second line over
Fadnavis. 
The swearing-in ceremony of the new gov-
ernment is likely to take place on
December 5, though there’s not yet any offi-
cial report from Raj Bhavan on this issue.
Meantime, Eknath Shinde had headed for
his hometown after his meeting with the
Home Minister Amit Shah with the
Mahayuti members. The disappointment
of Shinde is wide open and he is in con-
sultation with the NCP leadership and like-
ly to put forth his demands for a cream of
portfolios. The BJP is learnt to have
offered a Union Cabinet to Shinde if he is
unwilling to be a deputy CM also, the spec-
ulation is doing the rounds. Whatever may
be the reasons, the delay in forming the
government for their own benefits should-
n’t cost the man-hours.  The welfare of the
people is more important than witnessing
warfare between the elected alliance part-

ners, which doesn’t augur well for the cen-
tre to justify their action.

A P Thiruvadi | Chennai
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Madam — In India, the poor sewer sys-
tem has dried the citizens’ lives with spread-
ing disease, stinks and even taking lives in
the cleaning process. Over the last 15 years,
across India, 1,288 sewer deaths have been
recorded by the National Commission for
Safai Karmacharis. Only in the capital city,
Delhi, 95 deaths recorded so far. The des-
perate issue is yet not to halt; on the con-
trary, it is increasing dreadfully. In the era
of access to technology and digital India,
the government’s failing to launch any well-
designed resource to facilitate the way of
cleaning is concerning; maybe, due to par-
ticular caste, the government is still giving
the cold shoulder. It’s not tolerable, at any
cost. The authorities must address it and
ensure the safety of citizens and cleaners.

Jakir Hussain | Kanpur
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Madam —This refers to the editorial,
‘Trump’s tariff threat’. Trump is an emotion-
al activist. He decides his course based on
his momentous decisions and emotions.
Most of his decisions do not carry convinc-
ing logic or rationality. His earlier tenure
had seen several such decisions, but none
could help the people in terms of employ-
ment or faster economic recovery. Trump’s
challenges to finish the domination of
China and the quixotic actions he took
could not make anything tangible in the
status. The Indian situation is vulnerable,
with its export value being $73 billion ver-
sus imports to the tune of $119 billion. Any
hostile imposition of tariffs will have seri-
ous adverse impacts on the balance of
trade, which is already tilting against
India’s favour. 
Moreover, India needs political will and
moral courage to face such a situation of
Trump imposing tariff hurdles. As of now
the leadership does not have such a shield.
During the pandemic period, the US had
placed orders for hydroxychloroquine
with Indian manufacturers. But the Prime
Minister banned the export of this medi-
cine as it was recommended as one of the
drugs to treat Covid. Having learnt this,
Trump reacted sharply and said if India
does not honour orders placed for this
drug, the country will have to face the
wrath. Immediately, without wasting any
time, our Prime Minister revoked the ban
and attended to the order. As known to all,
the Republican Party is a party of the afflu-
ent in the US, Trump, being a Republican
leader, would not have any sentiments in
safeguarding the interests of the rich in
America. He will go all out to re-establish
the supremacy of America in terms of
international affairs or the power of the U.S.
dollar. But he should realise that the world
order is changing fast and undergoing
sweeping changes in many respects.

A G Rajmohan | Anantapur
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Madam — The selection of the Chief
Minister of Maharashtra appears to be
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for a political compromise.
Yet, the position taken by the
developed countries during
COP29 is a concern for devel-
oping countries in the next
rounds of negotiations.
Outsourcing Responsibility
The reluctance of developed
countries to commit to new,
additional and predictable
climate finance is not new. At
COP29, this reluctance turned
into an aggressive posture,
shifting the responsibility to
mobilise commensurate
finance primarily onto emerg-
ing economies and other
actors.
Throughout COP29, devel-
oped countries left no stone
unturned to shift responsibil-
ity onto emerging economies,
including China, India, Brazil,
and South Africa. They
pressed for emerging
economies to be considered
ineligible for receiving climate
finance, except in the form of
debt. Additionally, they sug-
gested including emerging
economies’ domestic invest-
ments and climate-friendly
South-South cooperation in
accounting for climate
finance, urging them to vol-
untarily contribute. Outside
the negotiation process, a
group of developed coun-
tries, including the UK and
Australia, signed a pledge to
have “no new unabated” coal-
based power plants. This may

be a response to the ongoing
energy crisis in some devel-
oped countries, indirectly
pledging to continue using
coal with expensive carbon
capture and storage technolo-
gies, expecting emerging
economies to do the same.
Adaptation Marginalised The
Second Needs Determination
Report (NDR) by the UNFC-
CC Standing Committee on
Finance (SCF) estimates that
more than USD 200 billion
per year of adaptation finance
is needed till 2030. So far,
adaptation has received little
finance from non-public
sources. 
Even if the developed coun-
tries agree to USD 300 billion
per year by 2035 as some
reports suggest, it will categor-
ically leave the adaptation
needs on the margins of glob-
al climate governance. 
On a parallel negotiation track
on the Adaptation Fund, the
USA and EU sparred with the
Arab Group on the need to
scale up mobilisation beyond
USD 300 million. While the
financial commitments to
developing countries are like-
ly to remain meagrely, the
Global Goal on Adaptation
negotiations expect the devel-
oping countries to develop,
implement, track, and report
their National Adaptation
Plans (NAPs) commensurate
with the projected tempera-

ture rise.
Equity Under SiegeThe prin-
ciple of equity and common
but differentiated responsibil-
ity and respective capability
(CBDR&RC) is the soul of
global climate governance
through the UNFCCC. The
primary responsibility of cre-
ating enabling conditions for
an equitable transition to a cli-
mate-resilient and low-carbon
world, including through
means of implementation,
rests with the developed
countries. 
By trying to shift the burden
on emerging economies and
keeping the interests and
needs of the vulnerable pop-
ulations on margin, developed
countries have aggressively
pushed to open the negotia-
tions on equity principles at
COP29. Irrespective of the
number finally agreed at the
COP29, the intent made
abundantly clear by developed
countries is alarming. 
It can potentially make any
discussion on the quantum of
finance irrelevant. It will cer-
tainly leave the vast vulnera-
ble population unprotected- a
marker of an unequal world.

(The writer is a Senior
Fellow and Associate

Director, Earth Science and
Climate Change Division,
The Energy and Resources
Institute (TERI); views are

personal)
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The negotiation process at
the 29th annual Climate
Summit (COP29) in Baku,

Azerbaijan came to a halt as both
developed and developing coun-
tries did not agree with the pro-
posed quantum of climate
finance, and its mobilisation
approach. The COP29
Presidency had two quantitative
targets before the negotiating
countries. A USD 1.3 trillion of
total annual climate investments
in developing countries by 2035
and USD 250 billion of annual
climate finance from developed
to developing countries by 2035.
These targets are to be met
through a variety of sources and
actors. While it is learnt infor-
mally that developed countries,
after initial rejection, are willing
to commit to USD 300 billion
per year by 2035, developing
countries rejected the Presidency
proposal. 
For them, the commitment is too
little and too late. Against the
estimated cost of about USD 7
trillion required to implement
current Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDC), develop-
ing countries demand more than
USD 1 trillion per year of pub-
lic finance from developed coun-
tries. By 2035 the ambition of
NDCs is likely to be revised
upward twice and total imple-
mentation costs would increase
substantially. In this context, the
Presidency’s proposal shatters
any hopes of raising ambition
consistent with the goal agreed
at the Paris Agreement. 
The current policy commit-
ments are likely to lead to a tem-
perature rise of a minimum of
2.7 degrees Celsius compared to
the aspiration target of 1.5
degrees Celsius. In a surprising
departure, the proposed target of
mobilising USD 1.3 trillion is to
be achieved by ‘all actors’ instead
of ‘all Parties’ to the UNFCCC.
Since a COP decision cannot be
binding on ‘all actors,’ the target
holds little value beyond a half-
hearted appeal. The G77 and
China rejected the Presidency
proposal followed by a strong let-
ter from the civil society organ-
isations supporting the rejection.
The COP29 may still deliver a
decision keeping the negotiation
process alive as the negotiations
are in extended hours searching
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The Taj Mahal, which is known for
its stunning beauty, has suffered
dramatically from the effects of air

pollution over the years. Once a shimmer-
ing white monument, it now bears the
marks of environmental degradation.
This decline is primarily due to pollution
from industrial activities and the increas-
ing vehicle emissions in Agra, as well as
the pollution of the Yamuna River, which
runs behind this UNESCO World

Heritage site. 
Importantly, the toxic gas emanating from
the Yamuna has been doing greater
harm, and it is said to be the main cul-
prit behind the discolouration of the Taj’s
glorious white marbles. For over two
decades, various Indian research institutes
have explored restoration methods to
reverse the discolouration of the Taj and
revive the monument to its past glory, but
all their efforts proved unsuccessful.
The 17th-century Mughal architecture,
which is a symbol of India’s rich history,
needs swift and decisive action to get back
its legendary lustre. Involving national
and international experts can provide
comprehensive solutions to safeguard this
magnificent monument for future gen-
erations. 

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Urpakkam
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Depression in mental
health is a feeling of
low, sad and unhappy.

Which can lead to loss of
appetite, loss of sleep, loss of
interest, and negative thoughts.
Mental health is about how we
think, feel and cope with life’s
challenges. Just like we take
care of our physical health,
looking after our mental health
is equally important. Parents
play a key role in creating a
happy, supportive, and under-
standing environment at
home.
Mental health issues such as
anxiety, fear and depression are
common, and they can arise
due to bullying, family con-
flicts, changes in school or life,
academic stress, or even harsh
punishments. These challenges
can make children feel isolat-
ed, angry, or lose 

focus on their studies. It’s cru-
cial to understand that seeking
help from counsellors, thera-
pists, or trusted adults like par-
ents or teachers is a sign of
strength, not weakness.Today,
one in five people faces men-
tal health challenges.
Professional support, such as
therapy, can significantly
improve emotional wellbeing.
Activities like yoga, sports,

and meditation are also effec-
tive for calming the mind and
reducing stress. Additionally,
practising mindfulness—
focusing on the present
moment—can help children
feel more peaceful and
focused. Good habits, such as
getting enough sleep, eating
healthy food, and staying
hydrated, support both men-
tal and physical health.
Engaging in enjoyable hobbies
can boost happiness and
reduce stress. 
Schools and families need to
work together to provide chil-
dren with positive environ-
ments, where they feel safe and
supported. In our society,
mental health issues are often
overlooked, and stigma pre-
vents many from seeking help.
Depression in mental health is
a feeling of low, sad and

unhappy. Which can lead to
loss of appetite, loss of sleep,
loss of interest and negative
thoughts. World Mental
Health Day is celebrated on
October 10 every year. Many
people are affected by depres-
sion in the world. Very com-
mon in today’s world.
Campaigns like World Mental
Health Day aim to break these
barriers and encourage open
conversations. And encourages
those affected to seek help
from a Psychiatrist. 
Teachers should be trained to
identify early signs of mental
health problems in children
and provide guidance.
Parenting is also a key factor
in shaping a child’s mental
health. Parents should avoid
unhealthy comparisons and
ensure their children feel emo-
tionally secure. Building a

strong, friendly relationship
with children helps them share
their feelings without fear.
Simple practices like mindful-

ness, meditation and breathing
exercises can also help children
and adults stay calm and
focused. As Lord Buddha said,

"Do not dwell in the past, do
not dream of the future, con-
centrate the mind on the pre-
sent moment." 
This profound phrase high-
lights the essence of mindful-
ness—focusing fully on the
present and giving your com-
plete attention to whatever
you are doing. Mindfulness
means being fully present in
the moment, whether eating,
studying, or walking.
Meditation, on the other hand,
is about dedicating time to
relax the mind and focus on
breathing. Both practices help
reduce stress and improve
sleep, allowing children to
perform better in school and
other activities. Engaging in
activities like participating in
marathons, running 5 kilome-
tres, or setting personal fitness
goals can help reduce depres-

sion and improve mental well-
being. Yogic exercises like
Surya namaskars help in
boosting our prana level to
stave off depression.
Welcoming an idol of Lord
Buddha into your home or
workplace, reading positive
affirmations each morning,
and offering gratitude to those
around you and God are won-
derful practices to keep the
mind happy and at peace.
By creating supportive envi-
ronments and normalising
mental health discussions, we
can ensure that children grow
up to be emotionally strong,
happy, and resilient individu-
als. The key is to break the stig-
ma and make mental health a
priority for everyone.

(The writer is an author and
freelance writer; views are

personal)
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how people interact with their
government, showcasing the vast
potential  of technology to
improve efficiency. Punjab could
develop a unified digital plat-
form for licensing, tax filing, and
grievance redressal services. A
dedicated state-run mobile
application could provide real-
time updates on service requests,
enhance accessibility, reduce
delays, and track the progress of
their cases in real time.
Performance Metrics  and
Dashboards: An essential aspect
of U.S. government efficiency is
using performance metrics to
inform decision-making. For
instance,  The Obama-era
Performance.gov tracked feder-
al projects and outcomes, creat-
ing a culture of accountability.
Punjab could develop a similar
dashboard to monitor critical
sectors like healthcare, educa-
tion, agriculture, industry and
infrastructure. By leveraging big
data and analytics, policy deci-
sions can be based on measur-
able outcomes, driving impact-
ful governance rather than
guesswork.
Public-Private Partnerships
(PPPs): PPPs have proven trans-
formative in infrastructure and
service delivery. These partner-
ships, from highways to health-
care and education, allow the
government to use private sector
expert ise  and funding to
improve services and reduce
costs. A case study from the USA
il lustrates  the success  in
Tennessee. The government
implemented a data-driven bud-
geting model, saving millions of
taxpayer dollars while improving
service quality in education and
healthcare. 
Similarly, New York City's inno-
vation office streamlined pro-
curement processes, cutting
costs by 30per cent. However,

Punjab has over 147 PPP pro-
jects worth Rs 60,000 crore in
critical sectors like healthcare,
education and infrastructure,
leveraging private expertise for
better resource management and
infrastructure, accelerating pro-
jects through collaborative fund-
ing models.This model could be
the key to unlocking sustained
growth in the agriculture sector,
partnering with tech companies
for innovative farming solutions
to monitor soil health, weather
patterns, and crop performance
can promote more sustainable
practices and increase productiv-
ity. 
Investing in Human Capital: A
critical factor in the success of
any government's efficiency
efforts is its investment in
human capital. Punjab must
recognise that an empowered
civil service is essential for good
governance. The state can culti-
vate a workforce skilled in the
latest management techniques,
data analysis, and digital tools by
establishing training academies
or partnering with top institu-
tions. This approach will enable
the government to respond to
the evolving challenges of gov-
ernance and ensure that its pub-
lic servants are accountable and
well-equipped with the knowl-
edge needed to drive meaning-
ful change to perform their
responsibilities effectively
Citizen Participation: Finally,
the US model of citizen partic-
ipation in governance through
public hearings and feedback
mechanisms can be a valuable
tool for Punjab. US citizens are
encouraged to engage with the
government, provide policy
input, and hold officials account-
able. 
This fosters a sense of ownership
and civic responsibility.However,
the Punjab government has ini-

tiated 'Sarkar Tuhade Dwar' and
'Sarkar Vyapar Milni'. It must
create more avenues for regular
engagement with citizens to
understand pain points and
incorporate real-world insights
into governance reforms. Punjab
can bridge the gap between pol-
icymakers and citizens by mak-
ing governance more inclusive
and participatory, ensuring
reforms resonate with public
aspirations.
The way forward for a resurgent
Punjab:  Chief  Minister
Bhagwant Mann's vision for a
dynamic Punjab can materialise
by embracing these transforma-
tive practices. 
The Punjab Ef f ic iency
Commission, supported by
robust technology, accountabil-
ity frameworks, and participato-
ry governance, can usher in a
new era of efficiency and trans-
parency. The journey towards
good governance isn't merely
about addressing inefficiencies—
it's about setting benchmarks for
others to follow. With bold
reforms, Punjab has the poten-
t ia l  to  transit ion from a
resource-rich state to a gover-
nance powerhouse, leading
India's states in delivering citi-
zen-centric solutions. The time
to act is now. Punjab's future lies
in its ability to reimagine gover-
nance, ensuring every citizen
experiences the transformative
power of efficient and inclusive
administration.

(The Author is Vice-Chairman
of Sonalika ITL Group, Vice-
Chairman(Cabinet minister

rank) of the Punjab Economic
Policy and Planning Board,
Chairman of ASSOCHAM

Northern Region Development
Council and President of

Tractor and Mechanization
Association(TMA); Views

expressed are personal)

In a rapidly evolving world, gov-
ernance demands agility, trans-
parency, and citizen-centric
solutions. Governments world-
wide face the complex chal-

lenge of balancing bureaucratic struc-
tures with the need for efficiency and
innovation. A case in point is the
ambitious Department of Government
Efficiency (DOGE) in the United
States, a high-profile initiative spear-
headed by incoming President Donald
Trump and the project led by entre-
preneur leaders Elon Musk and Vivek
Ramaswamy. This bold move aims to
revolutionise public administration
through structural reforms and entre-
preneurial strategies to enhance gov-
ernment efficacy and improve the
delivery of citizen services. With its
rich legacy and robust potential,
Punjab stands at a similar crossroads,
where embracing transformative mod-
els could redefine governance. 
The Governance Landscape: Punjab,
with its educated workforce, vibrant
agricultural economy, and dynamic
MSMEs, has made commendable
str ides in governance reforms.
However, bottlenecks in service deliv-
ery, resource misallocation, and pol-
icy execution often impede progress.
Despite notable efforts, the state lags
in efficiency metrics compared to
leaders like Kerala, which excels in
health,  educat ion,  and welfare
schemes, and Tamil Nadu, which is
highly efficient in infrastructure,
industry, and public welfare, as high-
lighted by the NITI Aayog's Good
Governance Index 2024. Punjab's gov-
ernance challenges are compounded
by the sheer scale of its administrative
machinery—50 parent departments,
163 affiliated organisations, and over
75 administrative secretaries. 
This labyrinthine structure creates
hurdles for citizens seeking essential
services.Introducing the Punjab
Ef f ic iency Commission (PEC):
Punjab can adopt a model akin to
DOGE by establishing a Punjab
Efficiency Commission (PEC) to
address these challenges. Headed by
an apex officer, ideally, of Chief
Secretary rank, the PEC would oper-
ate as a centralised authority report-
ing directly to the Chief Minister. Its
mandate would be to synchronise
key departmental goals, oversee
human resource operations, ensure
seamless policy execution, and imple-
ment data-driven governance frame-
works. This institution would embody
accountability, transparency, and inno-
vation—hallmarks of good gover-
nance. Key Pillars of Reform:
Accountability and Transparency: In
the US, agencies like the Government
Accountability Office (GAO) ensure
effective resource utilisation and trans-
parency. Punjab could establish its
own state-level accountability office
under the PEC. This body would
audit departmental performance,
monitor public expenditure, and pub-
lish actionable reports to foster trust
and combat inefficiency.
Digital Transformation: Punjab has
made progress in digital governance,
but much more can be achieved by
studying global benchmarks. For
instance, USA.gov serves as a one-stop
portal for citizens that revolutionises
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56 people killed in stampede following
clashes at a Guinea soccer match
�+�� �&)�(37�2%/,)��4

Fifty-six people were killed
and several injured in a
stampede at a soccer sta-

dium in southern Guinea, fol-
lowing clashes between fans,
Guinea’s government said on
Monday.
Authorities are conducting an
investigation to establish those
responsible for the stampede
on Sunday, Communications
Minister Fana Soumah said in
a statement read on national
television.
Among the victims are sever-
al children according to local
media and a coalition of polit-
ical parties.
The stampede broke out on
Sunday afternoon at the stadi-
um in the city of Nzerekore

during the final of a local tour-
nament between the Labe and
Nzerekore teams in honour of
Guinea’s military leader,
Mamadi Doumbouya, Guinea’s
Prime Minister Amadou Oury
Bah said on the X platform.
“During the stampede, vic-
tims were recorded,” Bah said,
without giving details. The
regional authorities are work-
ing to restore calm in the area,
he added.
Local media reported that
security forces tried to use tear
gas (two words) to restore
calm after the chaos that fol-
lowed a disputed penalty.
“This (the disputed penalty)
angered supporters who threw
stones. This is how the securi-
ty services used tear gas,” Media
Guinea, a local news website,

reported. It said several of
those killed were children while
some of the injured being treat-
ed at a regional hospital are in
critical condition.
Videos that appeared to be
from the scene showed fans in
a section of the stadium shout-
ing and protesting the referee-
ing before clashes broke out as
people poured onto the field.
People were running as they
tried to escape from the stadi-
um, many of them jumping the
high fence.
Videos also showed many peo-
ple lying on the floor in what
looked like a hospital as a
crowd gathered nearby, some
assisting the wounded.
The National Alliance for
Alternation and Democracy
opposition coalition called for

an investigation. It said the
tournament was organised to
drum up support for the “ille-
gal and inappropriate” political
ambitions of the military leader.
Guinea has been led by the mil-
itary since soldiers ousted
President Alpha Conde in
2021. It is one of a growing
number of West African coun-
tries, including Mali, Niger
and Burkina Faso, where the
military has taken power and
delayed a return to civilian rule.
Doumbouya, who ousted the
president three years ago, said
he was preventing the country
from slipping into chaos and
chastised the previous govern-
ment for broken promises. He
has, however, been criticized
for not meeting the expecta-
tions that he raised.
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We all know using social media
is considered bad for you. A

high social media diet is linked to
anxiety, depression and FOMO (the
fear of missing out). Even internal
research data from Meta, the com-
pany behind Instagram and
Facebook, agrees.
However, over the last decade,
social media has become woven into
the fabric of our daily lives. It’s hard
to imagine life without it. 
Young adults are especially vulner-
able: 80 per cent of young adults use
social media daily, spending close to
three hours per day on it. For
many, scrolling social media is the
first thing they do when they wake
up and the last thing before they go
to bed.
On the plus side, social media can
also help people connect with

friends and family. This is especial-
ly true for people with minoritized
or stigmatized identities: social
media can help them find a commu-
nity of similar others, who may live
far away. So what should we do? Is
the only answer for us to quit social
media altogether? Or is it possible
for us to learn how to use social
media in smarter ways?
A new study from our lab, the
Promoting Equitable, Affirming
Relationships Lab at the University
of British Columbia, suggests that
not only is it possible, but also, that
using social media intentionally
can actually improve well-being.
The study’s findings highlight the
potential for social media to be a
tool for good, rather than a source
of stress.
Multiple digital self-control tools like
lockout mechanisms and timers
exist to help us cut back on social

media, but we asked the question:
what if simply using social media
differently could maximise its pos-
itives and minimise its negatives in
our lives?
Using social media for maximum
benefit: In our six-week study, 393
Canadian young adults with some
mental health symptoms and con-
cerns about social media’s impact on
their lives were split into three
groups: A control group that con-
tinued their usual routines
An abstinence group asked to take
a break from social media entirely
An educational programme group
that was coached in intentional
usage
The educational programme
showed people how to avoid the
downsides — like feeling pressured
to look or act a certain way online
— and instead focus on the good
stuff.

To do this, we emphasised quality
over quantity in social media inter-
actions. Participants built a health-
ier online environment by muting
or unfollowing accounts that trig-
gered envy or negative self-compar-
isons, and by prioritizing close
friendships.
Rather than passively scrolling,
they were encouraged to actively
engage with friends by comment-
ing or sending direct messages —
a behaviour that tends to deepen
meaningful connections while
helping users feel more socially
supported.
We also asked all participants to
track their screen time and tell us
about their well-being.
The study found that participants
who took a break from social
media or participated in an educa-
tional program on intentional
social media use experienced

improvements in their mental
health. Feeling less lonely: Our
results are promising. Those who
took a break felt fewer depression
and anxiety symptoms, while those
in the educational program felt less
lonely and experienced less FOMO.
Our educational programme also
inadvertently impacted social
media habits. Although partici-
pants in this program didn’t cut
back on their social media use as
much as those in the abstinence
group, they still reduced their
screen time relative to the control
group.
We suspect that as they started to
use social media more intention-
ally, they cut out the type of use
that made them feel bad but
increased or maintained the type
of use that made them feel good.
Stopping social comparisons:
Both groups — those who took a

break and those who completed
the educational program —
showed a decrease in the tenden-
cy to compare themselves to oth-
ers online. This is a big step since
social comparison is often touted
as the root of all evil stemming
from social media use.
Overall, both approaches reduced
unhealthy social media habits and
improved well-being. Using social
media in an intentional, connect-
ed way might be just as beneficial,
and potentially more sustainable
for some, than quitting altogether.
Our results suggest that with the
right guidance, young adults can
curate a more positive experience,
using social media to support
their mental health instead of
detracting from it.
Looking for genuine connec-
tions: At the Promoting Equitable,
Affirming, Relationships Lab, we

research how young people form
supportive and lasting relation-
ships — both online and in-person.
Part of what we do is to find out
and understand how social media
can be harnessed to help people
find community. Conversely, we
are looking at ways to avoid the
potential negatives of the online
sphere.
While our study offers some solu-
tions, the bigger question remains:
How can we continue to foster sup-
portive and authentic connections
in an increasingly digital world?
Bottom line? Social media is here
to stay and we need to find the
healthiest ways to live with it.
Through our research, we hope to
start a conversation about how we
can make social media a tool for
genuine connection, rather than a
source of stress, for a healthier
online experience.
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President Joe Biden par-
doned son Hunter Sunday

night, sparing him a possible
prison sentence for federal
felony gun and tax convic-
tions and reversing his past
promises not to use the extra-
ordinary powers of the presi-
dency for the benefit of his
family members.
The Democratic president had
previously said he would not
pardon his son or commute his
sentence after his convictions in
the two cases in Delaware and
California. The move comes
weeks before Hunter Biden
was set to receive his punish-
ment after his trial conviction
in the gun case and guilty plea
on tax charges, and less than
two months before President-
elect Donald Trump is set to
return to the White House.
It caps a long-running legal
saga for the president’s son,
who publicly disclosed he was
under federal investigation in
December 2020 — a month
after Joe Biden’s 2020 victory.

In June, Biden categorically
ruled out a pardon or commu-
tation for his son, telling
reporters as his son faced trial
in the Delware gun case, “I
abide by the jury decision. I will
do that and I will not pardon
him.”
As recently as Nov 8, days after
Trump’s victory, White House
press secretary Karine Jean-
Pierre ruled out a pardon or
clemency for the younger
Biden, saying, “We’ve been
asked that question multiple
times. Our answer stands,
which is no.”
In a statement released Sunday
evening, Biden said, “Today, I
signed a pardon for my son
Hunter,” alleging that the pros-
ecution of his son was political-
ly motivated and a “miscarriage
of justice.”
“The charges in his cases came
about only after several of my
political opponents in Congress
instigated them to attack me
and oppose my election,” Biden
said. “No reasonable person
who looks at the facts of
Hunter’s cases can reach any

other conclusion than Hunter
was singled out only because he
is my son.”
“I hope Americans will under-
stand why a father and a
President would come to this
decision,” Biden added, claim-
ing he made the decision this
weekend. The president had
spent the Thanksgiving holiday
in Nantucket, Massachusetts
with Hunter and his family. 
Hunter was convicted in June
in Delaware federal court of
three felonies for purchasing a
gun in 2018 when, prosecutors
said, he lied on a federal form
by claiming he was not illegal-
ly using or addicted to drugs.
He was set to stand trial in
September in the California
case accusing him of failing to
pay at least $1.4 million in
taxes. But he agreed to plead
guilty to misdemeanour and
felony charges in a surprise
move hours after jury selection
was set to begin. 
Hunter said he was pleading
guilty in that case to spare his
family more pain and embar-
rassment after the gun trial

aired salacious details about his
struggles with a crack cocaine
addiction. 
The tax charges carry up to
17 years behind bars and the
gun charges are punishable by
up to 25 years in prison,
though federal sentencing
guidelines were expected to
call for far less time and it was
possible he would avoid
prison time entirely. 
Hunter Biden said in an
emailed statement that he will
never take for granted the
relief granted to him and
vowed to devote the life he has
rebuilt “to helping those who
are still sick and suffering.”
“I have admitted and taken
responsibility for my mistakes
during the darkest days of my
addiction – mistakes that have
been exploited to publicly
humiliate and shame me and
my family for political sport,”
the younger Biden said.
A spokesperson for special
counsel David Weiss, who
brought the cases, did not
respond to messages seeking
comment Sunday night.
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Taiwan’s president visited a
US State Department-fund-

ed think tank and educational
institution Sunday on the sec-
ond day of a two-day visit to
Hawaii that’s part of a Pacific
island tour that has already
triggered criticism from
Beijing. 
Lai Ching-te met and
exchanged gifts with the pres-
ident of the East-West Center,
which is on the University of
Hawaii’s flagship Manoa cam-
pus. He spoke to an audience
at the center but journalists
were escorted out of a confer-
ence hall before he began
speaking. 
China’s Foreign Ministry said
it “strongly condemned” US
support for Lai’s visit and had
lodged a complaint with the
US. It also denounced a newly
announced US weapons sale to
Taiwan, a self-governing island
that China claims as its own
territory. 
“China will closely monitor
the situation’s development,
and take resolute and forceful
measures to safeguard the
country’s sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity,” said the
statement.

Hawaii was Lai’s first stop on a
weeklong voyage that will later
take him to the Marshall
Islands, Tuvalu and Palau. They
account for three of the 12
countries that Taipei has formal
diplomatic relations with. 
Suzanne Puanani Vares-Lum,
president of the East-West
Center, said her institution is
the perfect place for Lai to visit
because it promotes relations
among the United States, Asia
and the Pacific. 
She said it’s not unusual for
leaders from around the world
to come to Hawaii given the
state’s location and what makes
it special.

“There is something about
Hawaii that allows us to really
just see where we connect on
a human to human level,”
Vares-Lum said in an interview. 
Lai’s predecessor, Tsai Ing-wen,
visited the East-West Center in
2019 and 2017.
On Saturday, Hawaii Gov. Josh
Green hosted Lai at the state’s
emergency management
agency where they discussed
disaster preparedness. Green,
who was an emergency room
physician before becoming
governor, posted on social
media that he and Lai discussed
how their experiences in health
care informed their gover-

nance. Lai is also a physician by
training and obtained a Master
of Public Health degree from
Harvard University. 
“Together, we extended a warm
aloha to Lai and his delegation,
highlighting Hawai’i’s shared
values of resilience and collab-
oration with Taiwan,” Green
said in an Instagram post.
Lai also posed for photos with
Hawaii congressional repre-
sentatives and state lawmakers
at a dinner banquet with the
Taiwanese American commu-
nity. 
US Rep. Ed Case, a Democrat
who represents Honolulu in
Congress, said on social media
that he told the audience that
“our ties endured on shared
values and interests to advance
mutual goals and meet shared
challenges.”
It is unclear whether Lai with
meet with any senior officials
from the Biden administration
or anyone from the incoming
Trump administration during
his Hawaii stay. 
President-elect Donald Trump
said in an interview with
Bloomberg in July that Taiwan
should pay for its defense. The
island has purchased billions of
dollars of defense weaponry
from the US.
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The top United Nations
court took up the largest

case in its history on Monday,
when it opened two weeks of
hearings into what countries
worldwide are legally required
to do to combat climate change
and help vulnerable nations
fight its devastating impact. 
After years of lobbying by
island nations who fear they
could simply disappear under
rising sea waters, the UN
General Assembly asked the
International Court of Justice
last year for an opinion on “the
obligations of States in respect
of climate change.”
Any decision by the court
would be non-binding advice
and couldn’t directly force
wealthy nations into action to
help struggling countries. Yet it
would be more than just a pow-
erful symbol since it could be
the basis for other legal actions,

including domestic lawsuits.
“We want the court to confirm
that the conduct that has
wrecked the climate is unlaw-
ful,” Margaretha Wewerinke-
Singh, who is leading the legal
team for the Pacific island
nation of Vanuatu, told The
Associated Press. 
In the decade up to 2023, sea
levels have risen by a global
average of around 4.3 cen-
timeters (1.7 inches), with parts
of the Pacific rising higher
still. The world has also
warmed 1.3 degrees Celsius
(2.3 Fahrenheit) since prein-
dustrial times because of the
burning of fossil fuels.
Vanuatu is one of a group of
small states pushing for inter-
national legal intervention in
the climate crisis. 
“We live on the front lines of
climate change impact. We are
witnesses to the destruction of
our lands, our livelihoods, our
culture and our human rights,”
Vanuatu’s climate change envoy
Ralph Regenvanu told

reporters ahead of the hearing. 
The Hague-based court will
hear from 99 countries and
more than a dozen intergovern-
mental organizations over two
weeks. It’s the largest lineup in
the institution’s nearly 80-year
history. 
Last month at the United
Nations’ annual climate meet-
ing, countries cobbled togeth-
er an agreement on how rich
countries can support poor
countries in the face of climate
disasters. Wealthy countries
have agreed to pool together
at least $300 billion a year by
2035 but the total is short of
the $1.3 trillion that experts,
and threatened nations, said is
needed. 
“For our generation and for the
Pacific Islands, the climate cri-
sis is an existential threat. It is
a matter of survival, and the
world’s biggest economies are
not taking this crisis seriously.
We need the ICJ to protect the
rights of people at the front
lines,” said Vishal Prasad, of

Pacific Islands Students
Fighting Climate Change. 
Fifteen judges from around
the world will seek to answer
two questions: What are coun-
tries obliged to do under inter-
national law to protect the cli-
mate and environment from
human-caused greenhouse gas
emissions? And what are the
legal consequences for govern-
ments where their acts, or lack
of action, have significantly
harmed the climate and envi-
ronment?
The second question makes
particular reference to “small
island developing States” like-
ly to be hardest hit by climate
change and to “members of
“the present and future gener-
ations affected by the adverse
effects of climate change.” 
The judges were even briefed
on the science behind rising
global temperatures by the
UN’s climate change body, the
Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change, ahead of the
hearings.
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The Nepal government has accept-
ed projects worth USD 20 million

as grant assistance from China ahead
of Prime Minister K P Sharma Oli’s
first official visit to the country after
assuming office for the fourth time.
Minister  for  Information and
Communication Prithvi  Subba
Gurung talking to media persons on
Sunday said the Council of Ministers
meeting wished for the success of the
prime minister’s China visit and also
decided to accept projects worth
USD 20 mil l ion equivalent to
Nepalese Rs 2.70 billion as grant
assistance from China. 
Besides, the Cabinet also decided to
accept 300 million Chinese Yuan
(USD 4.13 million approximately)
equivalent to Nepalese Rs 5.60 billion
worth projects proposed by the gov-
ernment of China, according to gov-
ernment spokesperson Gurung.
During Oli’s China visit, various
projects including Tokha-Khahare
Tunnel Road, Special Economic Zone

construction at Corala border point
of Mustang, road construction at
Kimathanka of Shankhuwasabha, fea-
sibility study of railway line in
R asuwagadhi ,  expansion of
Kathmandu Ring Road second phase,
starting bone marrow service at
Chitawan Cancel Hospital will be dis-
cussed, Gurung said.
Oli on Monday embarked on a four-
day official visit to China, his maid-
en trip to any neighbouring country
in this term, during which he is
scheduled to hold talks with Chinese
President Xi Jinping on various issues
of mutual interest.
Oli is visiting Beijing at the invitation
of his Chinese counterpart Li Qiang,
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs here
said.
With the visit, Oli broke with the
usual practice by Nepali prime min-
isters making India their first desti-
nation in the neighbourhood after
assuming charge, except former
prime minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal
‘Prachanda’, who visited China ahead
of India in 2008.
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Several Indian passengers of a Manchester-
bound Gulf Air flight were stranded at the

Kuwait airport for nearly 20 hours and flown
out of the city to their destination on Monday
morning. The Gulf Air flight from Bahrain to
Manchester was diverted to Kuwait due to a
technical glitch. Gulf Air GF5 took off from
Bahrain at 2.05 am local time on December 1
but a snag forced the plane to land in Kuwait
at 4:01 am, as per reports.
With several passengers complaining that they
had been stranded at the airport for many
hours, the Indian embassy in Kuwait took up
the matter with Gulf Air, according to social
media posts.
In a series of posts on X, the embassy said its
team reached the airport to assist the passen-
gers and coordinate with the airline. Passengers
were accommodated in two airport lounges.
Food and water were made available for the
stranded passengers at the lounges, as per the
embassy.
“Gulf Air flight to Manchester finally depart-
ed at 0434 hours today carrying stranded Indian
passengers among others. The embassy team
was on the ground till the flight departed,” the
embassy said in a post. A stranded passenger,
on Sunday, took to X, alleging that Indian pas-
sengers were left without help. 
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Pro-Western parties won
the most  votes  in

Romania’s parliamentary
election, data on Monday
shows, and will look to form
a coalition government as
the European Union country
sees a surge of support for
far-right nationalists who
made huge gains in the coun-
try’s legislature.
The leftist Social Democratic
Party topped the polls in
Sunday’s vote and the far-
right nationalist Alliance for
the Unity of Romanians, or
AUR, came in second ahead
of the National Liberal Party.
The reformist Save Romania
Union party, or USR, came in
fourth place. Two smaller
far-right nationalist parties
also got enough votes to enter
parliament.
The election revealed wide-
spread anti-establishment
sentiment in the EU and
NATO member country,
which is due to hold a presi-
dential runoff on December
8 between far-right populist
Calin Georgescu, and Elena
Lasconi of USR.
The first round plunged
Romania into political tur-
moil and led to allegations of
electoral  violat ions and
Russian interference.
George Simion, the contro-
versial 38-year-old leader of
the AUR who is a vocal sup-
porter of US President-elect
Donald Trump, told the
media that the anti-estab-
lishment gains on Sunday
amounted to a “watershed
moment” for Romania.
“It  is  a  moment when,

through our common will,
Romania is reborn,” he said.
“We are here … generation
after generation, proving that
nothing can defeat a united
nation.”
In 2020, the AUR party went
from relative obscurity to
gaining 9 per cent in a parlia-
mentary vote, allowing it to
enter parliament. The party
— which proclaims to stand
for “family, nation, faith, and
freedom” — doubled its sup-
port in Sunday’s vote to 18.2
per cent.
Cristian Andrei, a political
consultant  based in
Bucharest, says the increased
parliamentary seats for the
far-right will make forming a
majority government difficult
for the pro-Western parties
because they are historically
opposition parties and could
struggle to reach agreements.
“It’s not a unified majority, it’s
a very fragmented one and
full of hatred among the par-
ties,” he said. “The European
side won a majority ... but a
majority is very difficult to
build, because all those pro-
European parties are not ene-
mies, but they fought a lot in
the past.”
In 2021, despite historically
being Romania’s two main
opposition parties that have
dominated post-communist
pol it ics ,  the  Socia l
Democratic Party and the
National  Liberal  Party
formed an unl ikely  but
increasingly strained coali-
tion together with a small
ethnic Hungarian party,
which exited the Cabinet last
year after a power-sharing
dispute.
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“The real kingmaker will be
the next president, that per-
son ... will have a very strong
position in negotiating the
coalition,” Andrei said.
The presidential role in
Romania has significant deci-
sion-making powers in areas
such as national security and
foreign policy. They also
nominate prime ministerial
appointments and can dis-

solve parliament if it is twice
rejected. However, the prime
minister is the head of the
nation’s government.
Obser vers  say that
Georgescu’s surprise win in
the first round of Romania’s
presidential election indi-
cates a sharp shift from
Romania’s mainstream parties
to more populist anti-estab-
lishment parties, whose voic-
es have found fertile ground
amid high inflation, high
cost of living and a sluggish
economy. He polled at less
than 10 per cent before the
race.
Andrei, the consultant, added
that the next government
will have to make “unpopu-
lar decisions about taxes and
budget cuts and stuff like
that”, which could further
bolster the far-right over the
next four years.
The success of Georgescu —
who has praised Romanian
fascist leaders and Russian
President Vladimir Putin —
has triggered nightly protests
throughout Romania by those
who oppose his past remarks
and view him as a threat to
democracy.
Many have attributed to his
rapid rise in popularity on the

socia l  media  plat form
TikTok. According to a report
by Expert  Forum, a
Bucharest-based think tank,
Georgescu’s account has had
an explosion which it said
“appears sudden and artifi-
cial, similar to his polling
results”.
Without naming Georgescu,
who declared zero campaign
spending, Romania’s top
defense body said last week
that “a presidential candi-
date benefited from massive
exposure due to preferential
treatment”  granted by
TikTok. Romania has become
a “priority target for hostile
actions” by Russia, it added.
The Kremlin has denied
meddling in the election. The
Constitutional Court on
November 28 requested a
recount of all 9.4 million
votes after a former presiden-
tial candidate who obtained 1
per cent, lodged a complaint
alleging the reformist USR
had violated electoral laws
against campaign activities on
polling day.
The court also postponed on
November 29 a decision until
Monday on whether to annul
the vote.
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Iranian-backed Iraqi militias
have deployed in Syria to back

the government’s counteroffen-
sive against a surprise advance by
insurgents who seized the largest
city of Aleppo last week, a mili-
tia official and a war monitor said
on Monday.
Insurgents led by jihadi group
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham launched
a two-pronged attack on Aleppo
and moved into the countryside
around Idlib and neighbouring
Hama province.
The push is among the rebels’
strongest in years and raised the
prospect of another violent front

reopening in the Middle East, at
a time when US-backed Israel is
fighting Hamas in Gaza and
Hezbollah in Lebanon, both
Iranian-allied groups.
It also risks drawing Russia and
Turkiye — each with its own
interests to protect in Syria — into
direct confrontation.
Government troops built a for-
tified defensive line in northern

Hama in an attempt to stall the
insurgents’ momentum while
jets on Sunday pounded rebel-
held lines. On Monday, Syria’s
military said that their airstrikes
alongside Russia’s killed 400
insurgents over the past 24 hours.
It said that government forces
were mobilising to encircle the
rebels in the Aleppo, Hama, and
Idlib countrysides.
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The government on
Monday scrapped 30-

month old windfall profit tax
on domestically-produced
crude oil and on export of jet
fuel (ATF), diesel and petrol
following a decline in
international oil prices.
Minister of State for Finance

Pankaj Chaudhary tabled a
notification in Rajya Sabha
scrapping the levy on crude
oil produced by firms like
state-owned Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation (ONGC)
and exports of fuels done by
companies like Reliance
Industries Ltd.

The notification rescinded
June 30, 2022 order and
withdrew levy of special
additional excise duty
(SAED) on production of
crude oil (which is refined
into fuels like petrol and
diesel) and on export of
aviation turbine fuel (ATF),
diesel and petrol, he said.

Alongside, the road and
infrastructure cess (RIC)
levied on export of petrol and

diesel has also been
withdrawn.
India first imposed windfall

profit taxes on July 1, 2022
joining a growing number of
nations that tax super normal
profits of energy companies.
At that time, export duties of
Rs 6 per litre (USD 12 per
barrel) each were levied on
petrol and ATF and Rs 13 a
litre (USD 26 a barrel) on
diesel.
A Rs 23,250 per tonne (USD

40 per barrel) windfall profit
tax on domestic crude
production was also levied.
The tax rates were reviewed

every fortnight based on
average oil prices in the
previous two weeks.
While the levy on export of

petrol became nil in the very
first fortnightly review that
happened in mid-July 2022,
the tax on diesel and ATF
exports became nil in mid
April 2023 but were back in

August that year. There has
been no levy on export of
ATF and diesel since March
this year.
As far as crude oil is
concerned, the levy
fluctuated every fortnight. It
was Rs 1,850 per tonne in
August 31, 2024 and became
nil in the next fortnightly
review.
Now, the levies on both
domestically produced crude
oil and fuel exports have been

scrapped.
The government had

garnered about Rs 25,000
crore from the levy in the first
year of its implementation, Rs
13,000 crore in 2023-24 and
Rs 6,000 crore this year.

Reliance Industries Ltd,
which operates India's largest
only-for-export oil refinery at
Jamnagar in Gujarat, and
Rosneft-backed Nayara
Energy are primary exporters
of fuel in the country.

The government levied tax
on windfall profits made by
oil producers on any price
they get above a threshold of
USD 75 per barrel.
The levy on fuel exports is

based on cracks or margins
that refiners earn on overseas
shipments. These margins are
primarily a difference
between the international oil
price realised and the cost.

The decision to scrap the
levy follows softening in
international oil prices. The
basket of crude oil that India
imports averaged USD 73.02
per barrel in November,
down from USD 75.12 a

barrel in the previous month.
The import price was about

USD 90 per barrel in April
this year but has continued to
slide in subsequent months. It
fell to USD 73.69 per barrel in
September but rose
marginally in the following
month.

Since its levy, the windfall
profit tax has been a subject
of controversy. While it
initially sought to balance
government revenue amid
fluctuating oil prices,
industry players argued that
it negatively impacted
profitability and disincentive
production. For private and
foreign players, it brought in
an element of uncertainty in
the fiscal regime.

The Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas too had been
lobbying for its removal for
some time now.
While doing away with tax

on domestically-produced
crude oil will benefit ONGC
and Oil India Ltd, the
scrapping of levy on fuel
exports would help Reliance
and Nayara.

Government scraps windfall profit tax
on domestic crude oil, export of fuels
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Domestic carrier SpiceJet
on Monday said it has

secured the rights to operate
Haj flights in 2025 from
four key cities in the
country - Kolkata,
Guwahati, Srinagar, and
Gaya.
As part of its mandate,
SpiceJet will operate over
100 special flights for Haj
2025, using a mix of
narrow-body and wide-
body aircraft, and is

expected to fly 18 per cent
additional pilgrims (around
15,500) compared to this
year, the airline said.
Haj has been a significant
revenue generator for
SpiceJet, and the airline
expects to generate Rs 185
crore from these operations
in 2025, it said.
During the previous Haj
season, SpiceJet deployed
two wide-body Airbus A340
aircraft, each with a seating
capacity of 324 passengers,
SpiceJet said. 
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The commerce ministry is
reviewing various aspects

of India-US trade relations
focusing on implications of
statements made by US
President-elect Donald
Trump during his election
campaign and after the
results, an official said.
The official added that there
are no irritants in the
relations between the two
countries that can lead to

discriminatory tariffs against
India.
Trump, during his election
campaign, has called India an
"abuser" of import tariffs, a
claim that echoed his October
2020 statement labelling India
the "Tariff King".
Trump on Saturday also
warned BRICS countries
against any move to replace
the US dollar and has sought
a commitment from the nine-
member group that includes
India, Russia, China, and

Brazil.
In the wake of such
statements, brainstorming is
fundamental to discuss the
trade relations as the US is the
largest trading partner of
India.
Trade experts have time and
again stated that Trump's
claim that India is an "abuser"
of import tariffs is unfair as
many nations including
America protect their
domestic industries by
imposing high customs duties
on certain products.
According to WTO's World
Tariff Profiles 2023, the US
also imposes high duties on
items like dairy products (188
per cent), fruits and
vegetables (132 per cent),
coffee, tea, cocoa and spices
(53 per cent), cereals and food
preparations (193 per cent),
oilseeds, fats and oils (164 per
cent), beverages and tobacco
(150 per cent), fish and fish
products (35 per cent),
minerals and metals (187 per

cent), and chemicals (56 per
cent).
An expert said that if the US
would seek a cut in customs
duties for some of their
products, India should also
demand a similar reduction
to get greater market access
for domestic items.
The US was the largest
trading partner of India in
2023-24. India's exports stood
at USD 77.51 billion, while
imports aggregated at USD
42.2 billion in the last fiscal.

Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal has
recently stated that the US
President is a "friend of India"
and India-US friendship will
only continue to blossom and
grow further.
India's trade relations with
the US will continue to grow
irrespective of the change in
regime in America and
according to the commerce
ministry data, India's exports
to the US jumped to USD 39.2
billion in October against

USD 21.46 billion in October
2015.
During 2001-23, at a
Compounded Annual
Growth Rate (CAGR), India's
exports to America rose by
10.48 per cent. In this period,
the US imports from the
world have grown by 4.76 per
cent.
"The India-US economic
integration is growing over
the period of time and that is
a good thing for us and I trust
that it will continue to grow,"
the official said.
During April-October this
fiscal, the country's exports to
America rose by 6.31 per cent
to USD 47.24 billion, while
imports grew by 2.46 per cent
to USD 26 billion.
Experts have also stated that
Indian exporters may face
high customs duties for goods
like automobiles, textiles and
pharmaceuticals, if the new
US administration decides to
pursue the 'America First'
agenda.
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India's power consumption
rose 5.14 per cent to 125.44

billion units (BU) in
November as compared to the
year-ago month.
In November 2023, power
consumption was 119.30 GW,
as per the government data.
The highest supply in a day
(peak power demand met)
also rose marginally to 207.42
GW in November 2024 from
204.56 GW in the year-ago
period.

The peak power demand
touched an all-time high of
about 250 GW in May this
year. The previous all-time
high peak power demand of
243.27 GW was recorded in
September 2023. Earlier this
year, the power ministry
projected a peak power
demand of 235 GW during the
day and 225 GW during
evening hours for May while
240 GW during daytime and
235 GW in the evening hours
for June.
The ministry had also

estimated that peak power
demand may hit 260 GW this
summer.
Noting that November 2024
was the warmest in last four to
five years as per official data,
the experts opined that power
demand as well as
consumption showed subdued
growth mainly due to slow
onset of winters.
They further said that
marginal rise in peak power
demand in November also
shows the effect of warmer-
than-normal month,
especially in Northern India
where consumption of
electricity rises due to use of
heaters and geysers in winter
due to dip in mercury.
However, they said that the
demand for power and
consumption will continue to
be steady in the coming days
due to good commercial and
industrial activities as well as
dip in the temperature.
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The coal production from
captive and commercial

mines rose 34.7 per cent to
112.65 million tonne in the
April-November period of
the ongoing fiscal. 
The output of coal from
captive and commercial
mines was 83.60 MT in the
year-ago period, the coal
ministry said in a statement.
The total dispatch of coal
from captive and commercial
mines between April and
November rose to 119.62 MT
from 89.32 MT in the same
period last financial year. 
"In November 2024 alone,
the total coal dispatch from
these mines was 16.109 MT,

with a daily average dispatch
of 0.537 MT, which is an
increase of 27.6 per cent
compared to the daily
average of 0.421 MT in
November 2023," the
statement said. 
The surge in coal production
and dispatch reflects the
government's vision for
Viksit Bharat 2047. 
By prioritising domestic
energy capabilities and
reducing import
dependencies, the
government is strategically
advancing India's economic
self-reliance, infrastructure
development, and global
competitiveness through
transparent and innovative
governance. 
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India's potential GDP
growth is in the range of

6.5-7 per cent and the
country should be able to
achieve it on the back of
things that done already in
the last 10 years, Chief
Economic Advisor V
Anantha Nageswaran said on
Monday.
The Economic Survey
projected India's GDP to
grow at 6.5-7 per cent in
2024-25, down from a high of
8.2 per cent in the preceding
financial year. Addressing
IVCA's GreenReturns
Summit, he said, "India's
potential GDP growth is in

the range of 6.5-7 per cent
and we should be able to
achieve it on the back of
things that we have done
already in the last 10 years—
whether it is in terms of
augmenting the physical
infrastructure or achieving
financial inclusion."
Emphasising the investment
areas, he said, "We all know
about the issue of
intermittency. The
investment shouldn't focus
on setting up solar power
plants or wind energy plants
as we need to take into
consideration the increasing
cost of recycling solar panel
waste and wind turbine
waste. That is an area to

invest in."
The other areas to invest in is
the area of grid capabilities
and technologies which will
be able to withstand the
intermittency of supplies
from these renewable energy
sources, he said. With 45
years remaining for India to
meet its commitment to
achieving net-zero carbon
emissions by 2070, he said
about the complex challenge
of balancing robust economic
growth with the urgent need
for environmental
sustainability.
He also shared the current
strategies and steps and
urged for a collaborative
approach.
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Gold prices fell Rs 200 to
Rs 79,200 per 10 grams in

the national capital on
Monday amid weak trends in
the international markets,
according to the All India
Sarafa Association.
The yellow metal of 99.9 per
cent purity closed at Rs 79,400
per 10 grams on Friday. Silver
also plummeted Rs 2,200 to
Rs 90,000 per kg due to
reduced offtake by industrial
units and coin makers. It had
closed at Rs 92,200 per kg in
the previous trading session.
Price of gold of 99.5 per cent
purity slipped Rs 200 to Rs
78,800 per 10 grams. The
precious metal ended at Rs
79,000 per 10 grams on
Friday. Meanwhile, in futures

trade on the MCX, gold
contracts for December
delivery fell Rs 478, or 0.63
per cent, to trade at Rs 75,896
per 10 grams.
Silver contracts for December
delivery slumped Rs 574, or
0.65 per cent, to Rs 88,307 per
kg. During the day, the white
metal declined Rs 1,081, or
1.22 per cent, to hit an intra-
day low of Rs 87,800 per kg on
the Multi Commodity
Exchange (MCX).
Globally, Comex gold futures
fell USD 23.50 per ounce, or
0.88 per cent, to USD
2,657.50 per ounce.
"Gold continued its
downward trajectory, after
hitting an intra-day low of
USD 2,621 during the Asian
session.
"The decline was driven by a

recovery seen in US dollar,
fuelled by rising US Treasury
bond yields and inflationary
concerns tied to President-
elect Donald Trump's
proposed tariffs," Maneesh
Sharma, AVP - Commodities
& Currencies, Anand Rathi
Shares and Stock Brokers,
said.
According to Kaynat
Chainwala, AVP-Commodity
Research, Kotak Securities,
last week comex gold closed
on a weaker note as safe-
haven demand faded,
following a ceasefire
agreement between Israel and
Hezbollah in Lebanon.
Also, concerns about
persistent inflation have
raised doubts about the pace
of rate cuts next year,
Chainwala said.
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The rupee depreciated 13
paise to close at an all-

time low of 84.73
(provisional) against the US
dollar on Monday, on
d i s a p p o i n t i n g
macroeconomic data and
broad strength of the
American currency in the
overseas markets.
Forex traders said Asian
currencies were down after
Trump Rhetoric on BRICs
currency, as the move may
further strengthen the
greenback.
President-elect Donald
Trump on Saturday
threatened a 100 per cent
tariff on the BRIC bloc of
nations if they act to
undermine the US dollar.
At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee opened
at 84.59 and touched the
lowest level of 84.73 against
the greenback during intra-
day trade. 
The unit ended the session
at an all-time low of 84.73

(provisional) against the
dollar, registering a fall of 13
paise over its previous close.
On Friday, the rupee
plunged 13 paise to settle at
a fresh all-time low of 84.60
against the US dollar.
Traders said disappointing
macroeconomic data and
persistent foreign fund
outflows also dented
investor sentiments.
India's manufacturing sector
growth fell to a joint 11-
month low of 56.5 in
November, restricted by
competitive conditions and
inflationary pressures amid
a softer increase in factory
orders, a monthly survey
said on Monday.
"We expect the rupee to
trade with a negative bias on
strong dollar and FII
outflows. 
A recovery in crude oil
prices may also weigh on the
rupee. Donald Trump's tariff
threat may further
strengthen the greenback,"
said Anuj Choudhary -
Research Analyst at Mirae

Asset Sharekhan.
However, positive domestic
markets may support the
rupee at lower levels. 
Traders may take cues from
US ISM manufacturing PMI
data, Choudhary said,
adding that USD-INR spot
price is expected to trade in
a range of Rs 84.50 to Rs
84.95.
The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback's
strength against a basket of
six currencies, was trading
higher by 0.51 per cent at
106.27.
Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, surged 0.99 per
cent to USD 72.59 per barrel
in futures trade.
India's forex reserves
dropped USD 1.31 billion to
USD 656.582 billion for the
week ended November 22,
the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) said on Friday.
The reserves had dropped a
record USD 17.761 billion to
USD 657.892 billion in the
previous reporting week
ending November 15.
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Benchmark indices Sensex
and Nifty ended higher on

Monday amid buying in blue-
chip stocks Reliance
Industries, Infosys and HDFC
Bank along with a firm trend
in the US markets.
Recovering the early lost
ground, the BSE benchmark
Sensex climbed 445.29 points
or 0.56 per cent to settle at
80,248.08. During the day, it
hit a high of 80,337.82 and a
low of 79,308.95.

The NSE Nifty surged 144.95
points or 0.60 per cent to
24,276.05.
From the 30-share Sensex
pack, UltraTech Cement, JSW
Steel, Adani Ports, Tech
Mahindra, Titan, Maruti,
Mahindra & Mahindra, Tata
Steel and Reliance Industries
were the biggest gainers.
NTPC, Hindustan Unilever,
Kotak Mahindra Bank,
IndusInd Bank and Larsen &
Toubro were among the
laggards.
In Asian markets, Seoul
settled lower while Tokyo,
Shanghai and Hong Kong
ended higher.
European markets were
trading mostly lower. US
markets ended in the positive
territory on Friday.
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) offloaded
equities worth Rs 4,383.55
crore on Friday, according to
exchange data. Domestic
Institutional Investors (DIIs)
bought equities worth Rs
5,723.34 crore.

India's economic growth
slowed to a near two-year low
of 5.4 per cent in the July-
September quarter of this
fiscal due to poor
performance of
manufacturing and mining
sectors as well as weak
consumption, but the country
continued to remain the
fastest-growing large
economy, data showed on
Friday.
India's manufacturing sector
growth fell to a 11-month low
of 56.5 in November,
restricted by competitive
conditions and inflationary
pressures amid a softer
increase in factory orders, a
monthly survey said on
Monday.
Global oil benchmark Brent
crude climbed 0.85 per cent
to USD 72.45 a barrel.
The BSE benchmark jumped
759.05 points or 0.96 per cent
to settle at 79,802.79 on
Friday. The Nifty climbed
216.95 points or 0.91 per cent
to 24,131.10. 
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From a smashed mirror and
crashes to unusually severe
penalties, there were plenty of

hazards at the Qatar Grand Prix.
Max Verstappen steered clear of
them all to follow up his Formula 1
drivers’ title with his ninth win of
the year on Sunday. 
Lando Norris, Verstappen’s closest
title rival until he secured the
championship last week in Las
Vegas, was trying to overtake the
Dutch driver for the lead until he
was dropped to the back of the
field by a penalty for failing to slow
for yellow warning flags.
Verstappen, who secured his
fourth consecutive title in Las
Vegas last week, has won two of
the last three races but hadn’t won
in dry conditions since June.
“It was a lot of fun out there,”
Verstappen said. 
“Very happy. It’s been a while in
the dry to be this competitive.
Very proud of everyone within the
team.”
Verstappen disposed of another

rival off the line, beating George
Russell into the first corner. The
Mercedes driver had been elevated
to pole position in Verstappen’s
place after a contentious dispute in
qualifying that got Verstappen a
one-place penalty for driving too
slowly.
Charles Leclerc finished second
for Ferrari and Norris’ McLaren
teammate Oscar Piastri was third.
Penalties spark debate
In a season of controversy over the
rules and upheaval at the
governing body, the stewards
again played a crucial role. Norris
had been chasing down
Verstappen for the lead before his
penalty. McLaren team principal
Andrea Stella said Norris hadn’t
slowed down but argued the
penalty was disproportionately
harsh.
“It’s definitely material that the
FIA should consider very seriously
if we want fairness to be part of
going racing in Formula 1,” Stella
said. 
“To me, it looks like somewhere
there must be a book with a lot of

dust on the cover that was taken
out. Let me see what it says, I apply
this.’ Seems a little too simplistic.”
The stewards were busy, issuing a

wide range of penalties for
offenses like causing collisions, but
also two for Lewis Hamilton for a
false start and pit-lane speeding,

and one for Russell, who was
judged to have dropped too far
back in a safety car period. Russell
said later he didn’t know “when or

how or why” he’d been penalized.
The safety car came out three
times, first for crashes at the back
of the pack on the opening lap,
then for debris from a smashed
mirror, and again when Nico
Hulkenberg’s Haas ended up in the
gravel.
Constructors’ title fight
At one stage, it looked like
McLaren could seal its first
constructors’ title since 1998 in
Qatar as Norris and Piastri both
eyed podium places. 
After Norris’ penalty, Ferrari cut
McLaren’s lead from 30 points to
21 with Leclerc’s second place and
a solid sixth for Carlos Sainz Jr.
After a puncture seemed to have
wrecked his race. The
constructors’ title will now be
decided at the final race of the
season in Abu Dhabi next week.
That’s a boost to Ferrari’s morale. 
“We knew it was going to be a very
difficult weekend compared to the
McLaren but we even managed to
take some points away from them,
so the fight will be all the way to
the last race in Abu Dhabi next

week,” Leclerc said.
“It’s going to be an exciting end to
the year. Hopefully we can be
strong but it’s going to take
everything we’ve got to seal the
deal,” Piastri said.
Russell was fourth, ahead of Pierre
Gasly continuing Alpine’s recent
good form, with Sainz sixth and
Aston Martin’s Fernando Alonso
seventh.
Zhou Guanyu picked up his and
Sauber’s first points in eighth,
ahead of Kevin Magnussen for
Haas in ninth and Norris 10th
after having been dropped to 15th
by the penalty. 
Hamilton and Sainz both picked
up punctures shortly after a
discarded wing mirror on the
track was shattered by Valtteri
Bottas’ Sauber. Carbon fiber and
glass were spread across the
circuit, bringing out the safety car
again, though it wasn’t
immediately clear if that or tire
failure caused the punctures. It was
a long, hard race for seven-time
champion Hamilton, who finished
12th.
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Fiorentina midfielder
Edoardo Bove is in a

medically induced coma after
collapsing on the field during
his team’s Serie A match at
home to Inter Milan, with the
game abandoned shortly
afterward. 
Bove’s teammates
immediately called for
medical help and both sets of
players surrounded the 22-
year-old while he was being
treated before he was swiftly
stretchered off to an
ambulance near the pitch and
taken to Careggi Hospital in
Florence on Sunday.
“Fiorentina and the Careggi
University Hospital announce
that the footballer Edoardo
Bove ... Is currently under
pharmacological sedation and
hospitalized in intensive care,”
Fiorentina said in a statement. 
“The first cardiological and
neurological tests performed
have ruled out acute damage
to the central nervous system
and the cardio-respiratory
system. Edoardo Bove will be
re-evaluated in the next 24
hours.”

Sky Italia reported that the
player regained consciousness
while he was in the ambulance
and was managing to breathe
on his own.
Bove’s parents and his
girlfriend have arrived at the
hospital along with Fiorentina
coach Raffaele Palladino and
most of his teammates, as well
as club directors and the city’s
mayor.
Fiorentina fans have also
gathered outside the hospital
and displayed a banner with
the words: “Forza Edoardo,
Florence is with you.”
Fiorentina president Rocco

Commisso echoed that
sentiment and the club said he
and his family are in constant
contact from the United States
to support Bove and his
family.
“Forza Edoardo, we’re with
you,” Commisso said. 
“You’re a strong boy with a
great character.”
More messages of support
flooded in on social media
from players and clubs. Inter
midfielder Federico Dimarco,
who was on the field at the
time, wrote “Forza Edo, we are
all with you and your family.”
The incident happened in the

16th minute of the match,
with play stopped following a
VAR check. Bove apparently
bent down to tie the laces on
his boot before he suddenly
dropped to the ground.
Fiorentina players were
distraught on the field and
were comforted by staff
members as well as Inter
players. Several were openly
sobbing before the teams filed
off the field.
The Italian league match was
immediately halted, before
being abandoned. The score at
the time of Bove’s collapse was
0-0.
Many at Fiorentina — as well
as the fans — remember
former captain Davide Astori,
who was found dead in his
hotel room in March 2018
before a match in Udine.
It is the second incident this
year of a player collapsing
during a Serie A match. It
happened to Roma defender
Evan Ndicka during his team’s
match at Udinese in April.
Bove is a product of the Roma
youth academy and joined
Fiorentina on loan in the
offseason with the option to
make the move permanent.
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Kylian Mbappe made
some peace with Real

Madrid’s fans.
Mbappe scored in Madrid’s
2-0 win over Getafe in the
Spanish league on Sunday to
help ease the pressure on the
France star. 
Mbappé, who has been
criticized by some
supporters because of his
disappointing performances
since joining the Spanish
powerhouse this season,
found the net in the 38th
minute to seal Madrid’s
victory at the Santiago
Bernabeu stadium.
Mbappé was coming off a
lackluster outing — which
included a missed penalty
kick — against Liverpool in
the Champions League on
Wednesday.
Jude Bellingham, also the
target of some fans’ criticism
for recent poor play, had put
Madrid ahead at the
Bernabeu by converting a
30th-minute penalty. He
also assisted in Mbappé’s
goal — a well-placed low
shot from outside the area. 
Mbappé had scored only
once in the team’s last six
matches across all
competitions, and twice in
the last nine games. 
“He played very well, was
active and was as dangerous
as always,” Madrid coach
Carlo Ancelotti said. 
“He scored and created
opportunities. He was very
active, it’s what we want
from him.”
Mbappé was still far from
his best, and he did not take
the penalty kick which was
converted by Bellingham.

Another penalty — which
was overturned by VAR —
was also set to be taken by
Rodrygo. 
“The order for the penalties
is Mbappé and Vinícius
Júnior, but without Vinícius,
it was up to Bellingham and
Mbappé to choose,”
Ancelotti said.
The win moved Madrid
within a point of league
leader Barcelona, which lost
2-1 to Las Palmas on
Saturday. Madrid, the
defending champion, has a
game in hand.
Madrid was one point ahead
of city rival Atletico Madrid,
which won 5-0 at Valladolid
on Saturday.
Madrid has lost three of its
five Champions League
matches but has won three
straight in the league to cut
into Barcelona’s lead. The
Catalan club is winless in
three consecutive league
games.
“Things have been going
well in La Liga since the last
defeat, but we can’t get
sidetracked because this is
what Real Madrid demands,”
Madrid defender Antonio
Rüdiger said. 
“We must continue and do
better in the Champions
League.”
Also Sunday, Villarreal drew
2-2 with visiting Girona
after leading 2-0 and
eventually conceding an
equalizer seven minutes into
stoppage time.
Athletic Bilbao rallied to win
2-1 at Rayo Vallecano with a
pair of second-half goals by
Oihan Sancet, while
Athletic’s Basque rival Real
Sociedad defeated Real Betis
2-0 at home.

Mbappé and Bellingham respond
to unhappy fans with goals in Real
Madrid’s 2-0 win over Getafe
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Mason Greenwood’s late
penalty gave Marseille a 2-1

home win over Monaco and lifted
the team over its rival into second
place in the French league.
Greenwood placed the ball into
the bottom left corner in the 89th
minute for his ninth league goal
of the season on Sunday — level
with Lille’s Jonathan David and
one behind Paris Saint-Germain’s
Bradley Barcola in the scoring
charts.
Marseille moved above Monaco
on goal difference, with both
sides seven points behind leader
PSG.
Monaco’s defeat exposed
shortcomings in coach Adi
Hütter’s young and talented yet
error-prone team. 
Monaco lost 3-2 at home to
Benfica in the Champions League

on Wednesday after leading that
game 2-1 before conceding twice
in the last six minutes.
After going unbeaten in its first
11 games in all competitions this
season, Hütter’s erratic side has
had four defeats in the past seven
matches — including at home to
strugglers Angers and away to
Nice after again taking the lead.
This time, Monaco scored first at
Stade Velodrome when
midfielder Aleksandr Golovin
beat Gerónimo Rulli in the 41st
minute with a slightly deflected
strike after being set up by
midfielder Denis Zakaria.
Brazilian winger Luis Henrique
equalized for Marseille in the
53rd with a header from forward
Neal Maupay’s cross.
Earlier Sunday, Arnaud Nordin
grabbed the equalizer in the fifth
minute of second-half stoppage
time as rock-bottom Montpellier

earned a 2-2 home draw with Lille
in an ill-tempered contest.
Moments after Nordin’s goal, a
player from each side was sent off.
The incident happened when

Montpellier forward Tanguy
Coulibaly kicked the ball against
Lille coach Bruno Genesio when
it had already gone out for a
throw in, prompting pushing and

shoving from both sides.
Coulibaly and Lille defender
Mitchel Bakker were red carded.
Montpellier coach Jean-Louis
Gasset had been sent off near the
end of the second half and former
Montpellier player Rémy Cabella
— who plays for Lille — was
involved in heated incidents.
Canada striker Jonathan David
scored a penalty in each half for
Lille, which is unbeaten in 13
games in all competitions and
remained in fourth place.
David’s second penalty in the 54th
was awarded following a long
video replay after Cabella
tumbled.
David slotted it into the top right
corner to move to nine league
goals and 99 in 205 matches
overall since joining Lille four
years ago.
While the penalty review was
taking place, Cabella argued with

Montpellier midfielder Téji
Savanier and TV images showed
Cabella shoving his forearm into
Savanier’s face. Both players
received a yellow card.
A clumsy challenge from Jordan
Ferri on Matias Fernandez-Pardo
led to the first penalty, and David
tucked it calmly into the left
corner. 
Savanier’s well-flighted corner
from the right allowed defender
Issiaga Sylla the chance to head
the equalizer in the second
minute of first-half stoppage time.
Cabella argued with some home
fans after being substituted
midway through the second half
and was asked to stop
remonstrating by the fourth
official.
LACAZETTE HAT TRICK
Veteran striker Alexandre
Lacazette scored a hat trick as
Lyon beat Nice 4-1 to move into

fifth place.
Lacazette gave Lyon the lead and
restored it later in the first half
after midfielder Sofiane Diop had
equalized for sixth-place Nice. 
Midfielder Jordan Veretout put
Lyon 3-1 up before the break and
Lacazette’s penalty in the 70th put
Lyon in total control.
The 33-year-old Lacazette is in his
second spell with Lyon, having
spent five seasons in the Premier
League with Arsenal, and now
totals 190 goals for the club.
Norway striker Joshua King and
Vincent Sierro scored in midtable
Toulouse’s 2-0 home win against
Auxerre, and midfielder Himad
Abdelli netted as Angers won 1-0
at Le Havre to move out of the
relegation zone.
PSG followed up its defeat against
Bayern Munich with a tame 1-1
draw at home to struggling
Nantes on Saturday.
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Indian Grandmaster D
Gukesh and defending

champion Ding Liren will be
aiming to break the deadlock
after three consecutive draws
when they square off in the
seventh round of the World
Chess Championship here on
Tuesday, having stayed on
equal footing for most part of
the interesting showdown.
Hailed as the favourite to win
by many chess pundits, the 18-
year-old Gukesh, who is the
youngest ever challenger to the
title, has not been able to really
show his class and has often
depended on the Chinese to
play safe or make mistakes in
decent positions. The two are
currently locked at three points
each.
If game one was a wake up call
for Gukesh after a loss with
white pieces, the second game
was a confidence-booster for
the Indian as Liren barely did
anything and allowed an easy
draw.
Gukesh won the third game but
only after Liren miscalculated
from what may have been a
promising position.
In the fourth game Gukesh
played solidly again when Liren
gave nothing away out of an
irregular opening and it was
again a draw.
At this point, it was clear that
Liren was banking on Gukesh
to make mistakes.
Game five saw Gukesh fighting
for the initiative yet again and
went too far as he came under
threat in the resulting
endgame. Liren yet again failed
to spot them and it was another
draw.
The sixth game of many world
championship matches have
massive history and this time
too, it was not disappointing for
the fans.

In the last World
championship, Liren had
beaten Ian Nepomniachtchi of
Russia in the sixth game and
back in 1972, Bobby Fischer
had beaten Boris Spassky in
what is a favourite of many
chess fans across the world
even today.
Gukesh turned down an early
draw vide repetition and was
worse.
However, the nature of the
position remained complicated
and Liren did not risk things in
the queen and rook endgame
that was the fourth draw of the
match out of six games.
As far as the openings go, Liren
has chosen three different
moves with his white pieces to
start the game while Gukesh
has stuck to a Classical
approach using only King and
Queen’s pawn in the beginning.
“I think so far it has been good
I still can improve my play,
there are lot more games,
considering I was trailing after
the first game I am happy to be
here, it is too early,” Gukesh
remarked when asked if he was
satisfied with his play thus far at
the end of the sixth game.
On Tuesday, the Indian will
play with white. 
Going by the proceedings so
far, things are not particularly
clear and as of now, there are no
favourites.
Gukesh has been his general
ambitious self while Liren has
shown aggression only when
necessary, often missing out on
key moments.
The next three games wherein
Gukesh will play with two
whites and a solo black is
perhaps the best opportunity
for the Indian to go ahead in
the match and put pressure.
Liren, so far, has been better in
defending the opening
positions and might like the
trend to continue.
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Manchester (England), Dec 2 (AP)

For Pep Guardiola, the season starts now.
Chastened. Relieved. Defiant.
The Manchester City manager displayed
a whole range of emotions after his latest
ordeal at Anfield that plunged the out-
of-sorts English champions to an
unlikely low.
Make that seven matches without a win
for a team which, not so long ago, never
lost. That’s all in the past for Guardiola,
though.
“Reset,” he said after a 2-0 loss to
Liverpool in the Premier League on
Sunday. “There’s a feeling we start from
here this season.”
How he intends to move on from the
worst run of results in his managerial
career remains to be seen. But, it all starts
Wednesday with a home game against
Nottingham Forest.
“We are not used to this,” Guardiola said.
“Many, many things are happening. The
teams are good and we can’t handle it
right now. I have to find the solution to
be stable and solid.

“These players gave me a chance to lead
maybe the best years of my life. All I can
do is find a solution — in the right
moment, the club will make the decision
what is needed for this club to continue
to be there.”
Was he referring to making signings in
the January transfer window? City’s
fatigued and injury-ravaged squad sure
needs some, especially in midfield.
Or was he referring to his future? It’s not
the first time in recent days that
Guardiola brought up how fragile his
position could quickly become if City

keeps losing.
Moments before walking down the
tunnel after the final whistle at Anfield,
Guardiola held up an outstretched hand
and an extra finger as a retort to taunts
by Liverpool fans. It was a nod to six
Premier League titles he has won in eight
full seasons at City.
No. 7 doesn’t look likely this season. Not
with City already 11 points behind
Liverpool.
“Call me delusional or something like
that,” Guardiola said, “but I have the
feeling we will try to build back our
confidence to win games.”
Indeed, Guardiola said he was taking
some belief from recent training
sessions. From the return to fitness of
some players, such as Ruben Dias,
Nathan Ake, Jack Grealish and Jeremy
Doku.
Maybe, from a second-half display
against Liverpool that, while hardly
vintage City, at least showed some spirit
and resolve, even if Liverpool appeared
happy to play on the break and never
looked troubled.
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Australia batter Travis Head
feels Jasprit Bumrah will go
down as “one of the greatest

fast bowlers to play the game” and
said he’ll proudly tell his
grandchildren about the
formidable challenge of facing the
Indian pace maestro.
Bumrah reinforced his status as
the best bowler in the world with a
stunning performance in the
opening Test in Perth which India
won by 295 runs.
“Jasprit will go down as probably
one of the greatest fast bowlers to
play the game. I think we’re
finding that at the moment -- how
challenging he can be, and it’s nice
to play against that,” Head told
reporters on Monday.
“It’s gonna be nice to go back and
look at your career and go tell the
grandkids that you faced him. So
not a bad series of playing with
him. Hopefully I’ll face a few more
times, but he has been
challenging,” he added.
Bumrah, who was captaining the
visiting side, led from the front
with a match-haul of 8/72,

including several pivotal wickets,
showcasing his exceptional form.
His stellar performance was a
testament to his remarkable
consistency this year.
Earlier this year, he was named
Player-of-the-Series in the T20
World Cup, where he played a key
role in India’s title-winning
campaign.
Head was the sole Australian
batter to get a fifty in Perth as the
top order comprising the likes of
Steve Smith, Usman Khawaja and
Marnus Labuschagne struggled
but the explosive middle-order
batter is certain his teammates
won’t be approaching him for tips.
“They are not coming to me for
batting tips, that’s for sure.
Everyone goes about it in different
ways. We’ll have a chat over the
next three or four days.
“(Bumrah) is so unique, and that’s
with any of the bowlers, really.
Every (batter) picks up different
cues and goes about it in a
different way.”
The Australian squad reconvened
on Monday after a short break.
The two sides will now play a pink
ball Test in Adelaide from Friday

at the same venue where India
were all out for 36 in their
previous visit in 2020.
Recalling that match, Head said, “I

remember that it was a quick test,
so it was good. We got to enjoy all
of the bits of Adelaide afterwards.
“It’ll be nice to do that again.

Don’t know if we can revisit. It
wouldn’t take very long to watch
it. I don’t think that will happen
this week.”

While India played a day-night
pink-ball game against the Prime
Ministers XI over the weekend,
Australia last played a pink ball
Test in January.
“It’s been a long time since we
played one (pink ball), India got
another look at it last night.
Everyone’s well experienced
enough, especially that team as
well, that in your international
level.
“I think you can accustomed to
things pretty quickly. I don’t think
it’ll take them long to be prepared
for it, and same as us.”
No divide in the team
Head asserted that there is no
“divide” between Australia’s
struggling batting and the bowling
unit. A possible rift within the
team was suggested following a
comment from Josh Hazlewood
during the first Test.
“We hold high expectations for
both sides (batting and bowling)
and it’s a very individualised
sport,” Head said.
“So batters, we want to hold our
own - we know how good our
bowlers have been for us in the
past and they’ve got us out of

trouble a lot. As a batting group,
we know that if we get enough
runs on the board, we put
ourselves in a great position.
“As a batter myself, I try to take a
whole lot of pride in what I do,
and knowing that if I can set it up
for the big boys, that they can
knock it down for us, so definitely
no divide,” Head said.
Australia have dealt with adversity
well
Head backed the Australians to
bounce back from their horror
show in Perth.
“This team has dealt with
adversity well. The small amount
that we have had in the last three
or four years, we have played well.
“We’ve had some challenging
times and a couple of challenging
Tests last year. We didn’t have a
very good week. That’s fine. But
we have got four more
opportunities to do it, we will
crack on as we do, as we have done
for the last few years.
“Over the last couple of years,
there’s a lot of teams that lost the
first Test or gone down in the
series and brought it back and
played really well.” 

Bumrah will go down as one of the greatest pacers: Head
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Mumbai Indians skipper
Hardik Pandya has

expressed his delight at the
way things panned out for
them in the IPL mega auction
in Jeddah and said the
franchise has “found the right
mix” of players.
The star all-rounder said they
had a clear plan of having a
blend of youth and
experienced players.
“I was in touch with the table
as well, exactly who we are
going for, and I think we came
out pretty well from the
auction and how the team is
looking,” he said in an MI
video posted on social media.
“We have found the right mix,
which is experienced players,
like Boulty (Trent Boult) is
back, Deepak Chahar, who
has been around, and at the
same time, young guns like
Will Jacks, Robin Minz and
Rickelton, who are fresh.
“So, I think we have done
pretty well. We have covered
all the bases.”
Explaining the auction
dynamics, Pandya admitted
that while the entire process is
thrilling, it is important to
keep the emotions in check,
especially while going for a
particular player the team
desperately needs.
“The auction dynamics are
always tricky. When you are
watching it live, it is very
exciting, and the emotions are

always up and down because
you want this player,” he
explained.
“But sometimes, you just lose.
(So), it’s very important to
not be very so emotional, and
in the end, we have to create a
whole team.” 
‘Mumbai Indians has the
facility to make them
flourish’
MI bought quite a few
uncapped young players --
Naman Dhir, Robin Minz,
Vignesh Puthur, Arjun
Tendulkar, Bevan John
Jacobs, Venkata
Satyanarayana Penmetsa, Raj
Angad Bawa, Shrijith
Krishnan and Ashwani
Kumar.
Referring to these youngsters,
Pandya urged them to work
hard and said that MI
possesses the best facilities to
help them develop into top
cricketers.
“My message to all the young
guns who are joining
Mumbai Indians this year is
that if you are here, you have
that spark, you have that
talent, which the scouts have
seen,” he stated.
“They found me, they found
Jasprit, they found Krunal,
they found Tilak. They all
eventually played for the
country.
“All you have to do is show
up, train, work hard, and the
best part is that Mumbai
Indians has the facility to
make them flourish.” 
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Mohamed Amaan led from the
front with an unbeaten

century, while KP Karthikeya and
opener Ayush Mhatre made fifties to
hand India a comfortable 211-run
victory over minnows Japan in the
Under-19 Asia Cup here on
Monday.
Amaan slammed an unbeaten 122
off just 118 balls, a knock studded
with only seven boundaries, after
India were invited to bat.
Besides Amaan, Karthikeya made 57 off
49 balls with the help of five fours and
one six, while Mhatre’s fiery 29-ball 54-
run knock featured six boundaries and
four hits over the fence.
C Andre Siddarth (38), Hardik Raj (25
not out), and Vaibhav Suryavanshi (23)

also played useful knocks to help India
post a mammoth 339 for 6 in their 50
overs.
Hugo Kelly (2/42) and Kiefer Yamamoto-
Lake (2/84) took two wickets each for
Japan.
It was an easy outing for the Indians, as

they restricted Japan to 128 for 8,
securing their first win in Group A.
However, the Indians will be a little
disappointed, as they failed to bowl
out Japan.
After picking up two wickets earlier
in the day, Kelly returned as Japan’s
top-scorer with a gritty 50 off 111
balls. Charles Hinze remained
unbeaten on 35.
For India, Karthikeya (2/21), Hardik
Raj (2/9), and Chetan Sharma (2/14)
shared six wickets between them.
India had lost to arch-rivals Pakistan

by 43 runs in their tournament opener.
India will play United Arab Emirates in
their final group game on Wednesday.
The top two teams from each group will
qualify for the semifinals, scheduled for
December 6, with the final slated for
December 8. 
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Captain Rohit Sharma will
either open or bat at

number three in the Adelaide
Test against Australia,
reckoned former India off-
spinner Harbhajan Singh on
Monday while ruling out the
possibility of a senior star
coming in at number five or
six.
KL Rahul and Yashasvi Jaiswal
added a record 201 runs for the
opening stand during the
second innings of the Perth
Test, which the visitors won by
295 runs with plenty of time
left in the match.
"I don’t see Rohit coming in at
number five or six. Either
Rohit will open with Yashasvi
Jaiswal, with KL Rahul coming
in at number three, or he will
bat no later than number
three," Harbhajan told PTI on
the sidelines of the
inauguration of the World
Tennis League here.

"Number six for Rohit
wouldn’t be in best interest of
the team. Your top four in
batting order should be the
four pillars and someone like
Rohit at the top would only
add greater fillip."
The second Test, a day/night
affair to be played with the
pink ball, will begin at
Adelaide Oval on Friday.
Harbhajan described the move
to play Washington Sundar
over R Ashwin and Ravindra
Jadeja in the series opener as a
massive step.
"Washington had showed
during the New Zealand series
that he is ready to take over the
mantle from Ashwin in
coming days," the ‘Turbanator’
said.
When asked if Ashwin’s age is a
factor, he said :"I don’t think 38
is old. He is not a 58- year-old.
But yes, after so many years,
the shoulders do experience
fatigue and wear and tear, so
the zip can just be a bit less."
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Australian big-hitter Travis
Head on Monday asserted

there is no “divide” between his
team’s struggling batters and its
potent bowling attack as they
geared up to bounce back in
the pink-ball Test against India,
starting here on December 6.
Australia suffered an
embarrassing 295-run loss as
their batters struggled to cope
with the bouncy Perth pitch,
managing just 104 & 238 in
their two innings.
On day three of the Test, pacer
Josh Hazlewood, who picked
four wickets in first essay, made
a comment that seemed to
suggest frustration with the
team’s batters. Triggering
speculation of tensions in the
dressing room.
Head said there was no reason
to doubt the dressing room
dynamics.
“It can be put to bed. We hold
high expectations for both
sides (batting and bowling) and
it’s a very individualised sport,”
Head said.
“So batters, we want to hold our
own - we know how good our
bowlers have been for us in the

past and they’ve got us out of
trouble a lot. As a batting
group, we know that if we get
enough runs on the board, we
put ourselves in a great
position.
“As a batter myself, I try to take
a whole lot of pride in what I
do, and knowing that if I can
set it up for the big boys, that
they can knock it down for us,
so definitely no divide,” he
explained.
Hazlewood was questioned
about Australia’s approach to
day four, given they were 12/3
in pursuit of 534.
“You probably have to ask one
of the batters that question

probably, I am sort of relaxing
and trying to get a bit of
treatment, and I am looking
mostly to next Test,”
Hazlewood had said.
The Australian top-order
comprising the likes of Usman
Khawaja, Steve Smith and
Marnus Labuschagne
crumbled at Perth.
Labuschagnem, in particular,
has been woefully out of form
and several former players have
called for his exclusion from
the side but Head backed him
to get some big runs.
“Knowing Marnus, he would
have worked on a few things
over the last few days and it

would have been hard to
probably keep him out of the
nets,” he said.
“No doubt over the next few
days we’ll see him working
hard again. He’s a guy that has
played well over a long period
of time. He would like some
more runs — so would
everyone.”
Trailing the five match series 0-
1, Australia have their backs
against the wall as the race for
the World Test Championship
final has also intensified.
However, Head backed his
team to bounce back from the
horror show in Perth.
“This team has dealt with
adversity well. The small
amount that we have had in the
last three or four years, we have
played well,” he said.
“We didn’t have a very good
week. That’s fine. But we have
got four more opportunities to
do it, we will crack on as we do,
as we have done for the last few
years.
“Over the last couple of years,
there’s a lot of teams that lost
the first Test or gone down in
the series and brought it back
and played really well,” he
added. 
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