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WORLD 8
GERMANY’S PRESIDENT
DISSOLVES PARLIAMENT;
POLLS ON FEBRUARY 23

World leaders condole Dr
Manmohan Singh’s passing

DGCA suspends
two Akasa Air
directors for
training lapses

Controversy over
Manmohan’s State funeral

Delhi's power bills get leaner

Pilgrims wait in vain as Katra protests continue
MOHIT KANDHARI n JAMMU

Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Sangarsh
Samiti extended the ongoing bandh

call for another 72 hours on Friday in
protest against the proposed Ropeway
project. The extension of the Bandh call
across Katra township is bound to
aggravate the hardships faced by the
pilgrims. On the eve of the New Year
celebrations, Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine
witnesses a huge rush of pilgrims who
usher in the New Year by offering
prayers in the sanctum sanctorum. 
Due to the ongoing agitation, pilgrims
are already deprived of basic amenities,
refreshments and transport facilities
along the Yatra trek and in the Katra
township, the base camp of the cave
shrine. The local shopkeepers and
other service providers have been
observing a complete shutdown since
December 25.
The Shrine board authorities have
made some alternate arrangements at
the Railway station and bus station to
provide refreshments to the pilgrims
reaching Katra via the rail/road
network. Inclement weather conditions

have further compounded the miseries
of pilgrims as it becomes difficult for
them to trek the serpentine trek along
with their luggage in the absence of
pony wallahs and pithoos (men who
ferry luggage, and children on their
back). So far 93.60 lakh pilgrims have

offered prayers inside the cave shrine
this year. 
The decision to extend the bandh call
was taken after several rounds of
consultations by the members of the
sangarsh samiti in Katra. 
Meanwhile, family members of the

arrested members of the Sangarsh
Samiti, continue to sit on dharna along
with a group of youth observing an
indefinite fast amid adverse weather
conditions at Sridhar Chowk Katra. 
The arrested members of the Sangarsh
Samiti have been shifted from Katra to
Udhampur jail. Interacting with the
media persons, some of the family
members of arrested Sangarsh Samiti
leaders claimed the high-handed
approach of the administration and the
stubborn behavior of the Shrine Board
had triggered anger among the
residents of Katra. People from all
segments of the society have now
joined hands to further intensify their
protest till the time a final decision is
announced. They also accused the local
MLA and Member of Parliament of
ignoring their hardships and
maintaining stoic silence. 
Last month, the Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Shrine Board announced plans to
install the ropeway to facilitate access to
the temple for senior citizens, children,
and others who find it challenging to
trek the 13-km-long path to the cave
shrine.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
BHOPAL/NEW DELHI

In a bizarre incident, a poor
man reportedly travelled

about 300 kms, from Itarsi to
Jabalpur in Madhya Pradesh.
He is said to have clung under
the train’s bogie, placing
himself between the wheels of
the Patna bound Pune
Danapur Express on
Thursday.
The yet to be identified man
was caught during a routine
‘rolling test’ in which
personnel check the
undercarriage, near the
Jabalpur railway station. The
staff of the Carriage and
Wagon department found the
man hiding under the coach.
Till the filing of this report the
incident was being probed by
the Railway Protection Force
(RPF). The RPF and railway

officials said employees were
conducting a routine under-
gear check of the coaches
when they found the man
lying in the trolley beneath
the S4 coach of Danapur
Express. The identity of the
man was not revealed who
has admitted to board the
train at Itarsi but he confessed
to travel in that manner since

he had no money.
The video of the man coming
out from under the trolley
went viral on social media.
The video has left the netizens
perplexed, with some calling
him ‘Bangladeshi’ and
‘Rohingya’, and others
questioning the need to
undertake such a lethal stunt
for want of money. Some of
them even blamed the
railways saying it is still
unable to provide an
affordable journey for a poor
man. Some others recalled
that people travelling on the
roof of train coaches, hanging
on doors, in between the
couplers, in front of the
engine and in the guard
carriages have been noticed,
but this was a first of its kind
that a man has risked
genuinely to reach his
destination.

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

Delhi’s weather took a
dramatic turn on
Friday, with

thunderstorms, moderate to
heavy rainfall lashing the city.
The waterlogging that ensued
threw traffic out of gear in
many places. Continuous
rainfall compounded the
coldwave conditions gripping
Delhi and its surrounding
areas. The frigid weather is
expected to last longer and a
yellow alert has also been
issued as light to moderate
rain, accompanied by
thunderstorms, is likely to
continue on Saturday, and
Sunday.
With dense fog enveloping
the National Capital, Delhi’s
Indira Gandhi International
Airport (IGIA) Airport has
activated low-visibility
procedures to ensure smooth
operations. The India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) has forecast shallow
fog on Saturday morning,
with light to moderate spells
of rain in the evening.
According to the IMD, the
National Capital recorded its
highest December rainfall in
the last 15 years.The rain
began on Friday around 2.30
am and continued throughout

the day. The total rainfall for
December stands at 42.8 mm,
marking the highest rainfall
this month in the last 15
years, based on data from
2009 to 2024 available on the
weather department’s website.
Meanwhile, the all-time
highest December rainfall
was recorded in 1884, when
the city received 134.4 mm of
rain. 
For comparison, the city’s
December rainfall in 2023
was trace, while in 2022 it was
0.0 mm, 2021 saw 9.6 mm,
and 2020 recorded just 1.6
mm. In 2019, Delhi recorded
33.9 mm of rainfall in
December, which now stands
as the second-highest in the
last 15 years.
Following the rain, the
maximum temperature was
recorded 14 degree Celsius,
six notches below the normal
while the minimum
temperature stood at 11
degree Celsius, four degree
above the normal. The gap
between the maximum and

minimum reduced
dramatically, leading to cold
wave conditions. According
to the India Meteorological
Department (IMD), Delhi
received 30.4 mm rainfall in
the past 24 hours. 
According to IMD,
Safdarjung reported
moderate rainfall of 30.1 mm
(between 8.30 am to 5.30
pm), accompanied by
moderate fog, with visibility
at 350 metres as of 8 am.
Other stations reported light
to moderate rain, with Palam
seeing 31.4 mm of rainfall,
Lodhi Road 34.2 mm, Pusa
32.5 mm, Ayanagar 18.1 mm,
Ridge 30.8 mm, Pitampura
30.5 mm, and Narela 31 mm
of rainfall.
The IMD data showed that in
2023 the lowest daytime
temperature drop in
December was 15.9 degree
Celsius. The rain caused
disruptions to traffic in
various parts of South,
Central, and North Delhi.
The highest rain was
recorded at Delhi
University’s North Campus.
Visuals shared on social
media showed that
waterlogging causing traffic
congestion in the area as the
rain continues to lash parts of
the city.

MARKETS
SENSEX 78,699.07 +0.29%

78,400

78,700
78,500

78,900

12:00 pm 3:00 pm
Prev close 78,472.48

79,100

1 US$ = 85.50 INR

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI 

The Directorate General of
Civil Aviation (DGCA) on

Friday suspended Akasa Air's
Director Training, and
Director Operations, for six
months, for lapses in pilot
training. This action follows a
regulatory audit in October
and comes in the wake of a
complaint by Akasa Air pilots
which accused the senior
management of favouritism
and bias. 
The DGCA audit had found
that pilots were being trained
in navigation approaches on a
simulator which was not
certified for the procedure.
The DGCA said this was in
violation of its rule and issued
a show cause notice to the
airline. As the response was
found to be unsatisfactory the
regulator ordered the
suspension of the two
directors of Akasa Air. 
This is the second regulatory
action against Akasa Air this
week. Earlier the airline was
fined Rs 10 lakh by the
DGCA, for not compensating
passengers who were denied
boarding on a Bengaluru
Pune flight in September.

SAUMYA SHUKLA n NEW DELHI

Acontroversy has erupted over the location
for performing the last rites of former

Prime Minister Manmohan Singh following
the Centre’s announcement that his State
funeral will be performed at Nigambodh Ghat
crematorium, at 11.45 am on Saturday
morning. The Congress has asked the ruling
party to allot a place befitting the stature of the
two-time Prime Minister.
The Congress party has approached the Centre
seeking a memorial for Dr Singh, the party’s
stalwart leader. According to sources,
Congress president Mallikarjun Kharge has
conveyed the party’s desire to Prime Minister

Narendra Modi. According to an order
issued on Friday, by the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA), the funeral will take place at
Nigambodh ghat, located on the banks of
the Yamuna river, and arrangements will be
made by the Defence Ministry for a State
funeral with full military honours. 
Meanwhile, traffic is expected to be affected
in Central Delhi till around 2 pm, as
security arrangements will be in place.
Several dignitaries including Prime
Minister Narendra Modi will be there to pay
their tributes. According to a senior police
official, arrangements have been made
accordingly with all protocols in place, since
it is one of the busiest crematoriums in the
city. The complex also has a CNG
crematorium.
Commuters to and from Central Delhi will
have to plan their journey on the weekend
accordingly as security protocols and VVIP
routes are in place for the last rites of the
senior Congress leader.

PTI n WASHINGTON/SRI LANKA

Leaders from across the world
including, the US, Canada, France,

and Sri Lanka have expressed grief
over the death of former prime
minister Manmohan Singh and
recalled his contributions to
strengthening bilateral relations.
Singh, the architect of India’s
economic reforms, died at the All
India Institute of Medical Sciences on
Thursday night. He was 92. He is
survived by his wife Gursharan Kaur, a
history professor, and three daughters.
Leaders from Afghanistan, Maldives,
Mauritius, and Nepal also paid their
tributes to Singh. US Secretary of
State Antony Blinken called him “one
of the greatest champions of the
bilateral strategic partnership.”
“Dr Singh was one of the greatest
champions of the US-India strategic
partnership, and his work laid the
foundation for much of what our
countries have accomplished together
in the past two decades,” US
Secretary of State Tony Blinken said.
Offering condolences to the people
of India for the passing of Singh,
Blinken said the leadership of the
former prime minister in advancing
the US-India Civil Nuclear
Cooperation Agreement signified a
major investment in the potential of
the US-India relationship.

“At home, Dr Singh will be
remembered for his economic
reforms that spurred India’s rapid
economic growth. We mourn Dr
Singh’s passing and will always
remember his dedication to bringing
the United States and India closer
together,” Blinken said. French
President Emmanuel Macron on
Friday said “India has lost a great
man” and France a true friend, in the
person of Dr Manmohan Singh. He
had devoted his life to his country.
Our thoughts are with his family and
the people of India.”
Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara
Dissanayake issued a message of
condolence and called the former
prime minister “a visionary leader”.
“On behalf of the people of Sri
Lanka and myself, I extend my
heartfelt condolences to the
Republic of India, Dr Manmohan
Singh’s family, and his countless
admirers worldwide,” the message
read.
“A visionary leader, Dr Singh’s
influence transcended national
boundaries. As Prime Minister from
2004 to 2014, his transformative
policies, like the Right to Education
Act and the Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme, reflected his
steadfast commitment to equity and
inclusivity.”

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

In a big relief to electricity
consumers, the Delhi

Electricity Regulatory
Commission (DERC) has
reduced the Power Purchase
Adjustment Cost (PPAC)
imposed by the Discoms in
the National Capital. The
PPAC collected by BSES
Rajdhani Power was 35.83,
BSES Yamuna Power 38.12
and Tata Power 36.33.
According to the DERC’s
order, PPAC will be reduced
from 37.75 percent to 13.63
percent in areas under the
BSES Yamuna; 35.83 percent
to 18.19 percent in areas
under BSES Rajdhani and
37.88 percent to 20.52 percent
in Tata Power’s areas from
December 21, 2024 to March
20, 2025. It is estimated that
10 to 20 percent monthly
electricity bill will come down
after the DERC’s order.
According to rough
calculations, a consumer in
South Delhi (under BRPL)
using up to 400 units of power
will likely get relief of around
Rs 285 in their monthly bill.
Those using up to 600 units of
power will likely get relief of
around Rs 563 in their
monthly bill. An East Delhi
consumer using up to 400
units, will likely get relief of Rs
390 per month. Those using
up to 600 units, will get relief
of Rs 554 per month in their
electricity bill. For a north
Delhi consumer who uses 400
units, will likely get relief of Rs
281 per month. Those who
use 600 units will likely get
relief of Rs 554 per month in
their electricity billing.
“Presently, ongoing PPAC is
27.08 percent, which is
applicable till 20/12/2024.
PPAC of Q2 of FY 2024-25 to

be recovered works out to
9.44%. In view of this, the
Petitioner is allowed to
recover PPAC of 9.44% for 3
months beyond 20/12/2024
i.e., from 21/12/2024 to
20/03/2025,” the DERC said
in its order on BSES Rajdhani
Private Limited.
“The claim of BRPL for the
additional PPAC to the extent
of 9.08% citing the ad hoc
addition in the preceding
quarter by the Commission
has not been considered in
line with DERC (Business
Plan) Regulations, 2023,” it

said.
In the case of BSES Yamuna,
the DERC said the ongoing
PPAC is 30.34 percent at
present, which is applicable
till 20/12/2024. “PPAC of Q2
of FY 2024-25 to be recovered
works out to 5.85%. In view of
this, the Petitioner is allowed
to recover PPAC of 5.85% for
3 months beyond 20/12/2024
i.e., from 21/12/2024 to
20/03/2025. There is
variation in Short-term
Power Sale quantum as
submitted by BYPL and as
provided by SLDC in their
monthly power purchase
report. b) BYPL has not
considered the Short-term

Open Access (STOA) refund
in their computation,” read
the order.
The PPAC is levied as a
percentage of the base tariff
that includes the fixed cost
and energy charges (units
consumed) by the consumers.
PPAC is a surcharge provided
by the Delhi Electricity
Regulatory Commission
(DERC) to cover fluctuations
in power purchase costs
incurred by the discoms.
These costs are generally
affected by coal and fuel
prices, which have recently

seen substantial rises due to
increased imports and
transportation expenses.  
Delhi’s power is distributed
by four discoms: BSES
Yamuna Power Limited
(BYPL), BSES Rajdhani
Power Limited (BRPL), Tata
Power Delhi Distribution
Limited (Tata Power), and
North Delhi Municipal
Corporation (NDMC). The
PPAC varies by discom. The
Delhi government provides
free electricity to consumers
using up to 200 units per
month. A fifty per cent
subsidy is provided to those
having monthly consumption
of 201 to 400 units.

WEATHER
AQI 337
MAX 14.6°C
MIN 11°C

Photo: Ranjan Dimri/The Pioneer

President Droupadi Murmu pays her last respects to former
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh at his residence PTI

Pilgrims wait in a queue at ‘Darshani Deori’, entryway to the main shrine of Mata Vaishno Devi temple,
during the ongoing 72-hour shutdown called by Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Sangarsh Samiti to protest
against the proposed ropeway project, at Katra in Reasi district of J&K PTI

Man crawls out from train
undercarriage, video goes viral

GRAP Stage-III lifted
STAFF REPORTER n
NEW DELHI

As Delhi gets some respite
from toxic air and air

quality improves, the
Commission of Air Quality
Management (CAQM) has
lifted stringent pollution
curbs under Stage-III of the
Graded Response Action Plan
(GRAP) in the national capital
and surrounding areas with
immediate effect. As the
GRAP-III was revoked, the
Commission lifted a ban on
non-essential construction
work and plying of BS-III
petrol and BS-IV diesel four-
wheelers in Delhi-NCR.
However, pollution
restrictions under GRAP
Stage-II and I, will continue in
place in the National Capital
Region (NCR). 
Delhi's air pollution levels
showed a declining trend and
the 24-hour average Air
Quality Index (AQI) stood at
324 at 7 pm. According to
forecasts from the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) and the Indian
Institute of Tropical
Meteorology, the air quality

situation is predicted to
improve further owing to
favourable conditions.
“Owing to the favourable
meteorological conditions
and continuous rains since
early morning, the AQI of
Delhi has been continuously
improving and has been
recorded as 348 at 5:00 PM,
341 at 6:00 PM and 334 at 7:00
PM and the trend/forecast
suggest the AQI levels to
further go down,” the CAQM
said in its order.
“While GRAP Stage-III is
being revoked, keeping in
view the winter season when
weather conditions may not
be always favourable and in
order to ensure that the AQI
levels do not slip further,
citizens are requested to
strictly adhere to the citizen
charter under GRAP Stages II
& I.The Sub-Committee, shall
be keeping a close watch on
the air quality scenario and
review the situation from
time to time for further
appropriate decision
depending upon the Air
Quality in Delhi and forecast
made by IMD/IITM,” read
the order.

INCLEMENT WINTER WEATHER LASHES DELHI

Flight-tracking platform
Flightradar24 reported

146 delayed flights, three
cancellations, and an average
delay of nearly 30 minutes
for departures and arrivals in
Delhi. However, there were
no major disruptions.
“Low visibility procedures
are in progress at Delhi
airport. All flight operations
are presently normal.

Passengers are requested to
contact the airline concerned
for updated flight
information,” read the
advisory. Despite the
challenges, most flights are
operating on schedule,
though passengers are
advised to remain vigilant
about their flight status.
Highlighting potential delays
due to rain, Air India urged

passengers to begin their
airport journey early and
monitor flight updates. 
IndiGo advised passengers
to plan ahead, especially
given the possibility of
intermittent rain throughout
the day. “We recommend
checking your flight status
before heading to the
airport. Safe travels!” the
airline stated.

146 flights delayed so far
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The changing weather and
rising air pollution have
significantly altered the

nature of viral fever this season,
prolonging recovery and exac-
erbating complications. Patients
are taking 15 to 20 days to
recover, with lingering symptoms
such as fatigue and weakness
persisting for weeks. Medical
experts report a sharp increase in
OPD visits, with numbers surg-
ing from 650 to 1,100 daily at
major hospitals like Hamidia, JP,
and AIIMS.
Every Fourth Patient Reporting
Viral Symptoms
Doctors note that one in four
OPD patients presents with
symptoms of fever, cold, cough,
and sore throat. Post-viral syn-
drome, characterized by pro-
longed weakness, fatigue, and
muscle pain, has become increas-
ingly common. Approximately

40% of patients at JP and
Hamidia hospitals report these
symptoms after the fever sub-
sides, indicating compromised
immunity following viral infec-
tions.
Dr. Anil Shejwar, a professor at
Gandhi Medical College, attrib-
utes the surge in cases to sudden
weather fluctuations. "The
weather has changed twice in the
last 10 days, with daytime tem-
peratures dropping. This has
increased cases of cold, cough,
and sore throat among people
outdoors," he explained.
Additionally, itching and rashes
have been reported, further bur-
dening clinics and hospitals.
Impact on Children: Rising
Lung Infections
Air pollution is severely affecting
children, with many suffering
from lung infections and persis-
tent coughs. Dr. Rajesh Tikkas,
Professor of Pediatrics at Gandhi
Medical College, revealed that

one in three children visiting the
OPD shows symptoms of lung
infections caused by viral fever.
Histamine release from platelets
during the infection is causing
red rashes on the face and body,
typically appearing on the second
or third day of fever. Up to 35%
of pediatric patients exhibit these
symptoms.
Child specialist Dr. Rahul
Agarwal highlighted the wors-
ening situation among children.
"Cough is the most persistent
symptom this time, taking up to
two weeks to resolve. Air pollu-
tion is rapidly worsening lung
infections, making breathing dif-
ficult for children," he stated.
Preventive Measures and
Recommendations
Doctors emphasize the impor-
tance of taking precautions dur-
ing this weather and pollution
crisis. They advise:
Balanced Diet: Consume pro-
tein-rich and Vitamin-C-

enriched foods to boost immu-
nity.
Hydration: Drink plenty of water
and warm liquids to ease symp-
toms.
Rest: Ensure adequate rest to help
the body recover fully.
Immunity Boosters: Use natur-
al remedies like kadha and dry
fruits, especially for children
and the elderly.
Senior medical professionals also
urge the public to avoid unnec-
essary exposure to polluted air
and sudden temperature
changes.
Private Clinics Overwhelmed
Private clinics are witnessing
increased footfall as the viral
fever wave spreads. Senior doc-
tors stress the need for height-
ened caution in this weather.
“The combination of weather
changes and air pollution has
made people more susceptible to
infections, and vigilance is cru-
cial,” said Dr. Shejwar.
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Madhya Pradesh Energy
Minister Pradyuman
Singh Tomar

announced that 2024 has been a
year of historic achievements for
the Madhya Pradesh Power
Transmission Company (MP
Transco). The company has
played a pivotal role in strength-
ening, expanding, and ensuring
the reliability of the state’s trans-
mission network infrastructure.
The minister highlighted that the
transformation capacity of the
state’s power network increased
by an additional 1,729 MVA
this year, bringing the total
capacity to an impressive 80,774
MVA. The installation of 47
new power transformers raised
the number of energized trans-
formers to 1,023 across the state.
These include 37 transformers of
400 KV, 215 of 220 KV, and 771
of 132 KV, all operational in the

MP Transco network.
In terms of transmission lines,
the state witnessed the addition
of 176 circuit kilometers, increas-
ing the total length of power
transmission lines to 42,133 cir-
cuit kilometers. These lines
ensure efficient electricity trans-
mission across 416 Extra High
Tension (EHT) substations in the
state.
One of the significant mile-
stones achieved this year was MP

Transco's ability to handle a
record power demand of 18,913
MW on December 20, 2024,
without any disruption. This
historic achievement also includ-
ed the successful supply of
3,368.56 lakh units of electrici-
ty in a single day, setting a new
benchmark for the state's power
sector.
The integration of advanced
technologies into the transmis-
sion system marked another

achievement for MP Transco.
Various transmission elements
are now controlled using Human
Machine Interface (HMI) tech-
nology, and operations at three
old 132 KV EHV substations
have been successfully transi-
tioned to remote management.
The state also expanded drone
patrolling to monitor 400 KV and
132 KV transmission lines, a first-
of-its-kind initiative in India.
MP Transco has also introduced
several online services for its pen-
sioners, enabling retired employ-
ees to upload life certificates and
access pension-related informa-
tion conveniently through its
website. Additionally, young
engineers benefited from webi-
nars and knowledge-sharing
workshops, fostering a positive
shift in work culture.
These advancements underscore
MP Transco’s commitment to
enhancing the state's power
infrastructure and operational
efficiency.
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Protection of Children from
Sexual Offenses Act
(POCSO) has been enacted

to protect children from sexual
crimes. Under this law made by
the Union Ministry of Women
and Child Development, action
is taken in cases of sexual crimes
and molestation of minor chil-
dren like sexual harassment, sex-
ual exploitation, and pornogra-
phy. In this, different punish-
ments are also prescribed for dif-
ferent crimes. 
This Act is applicable in the entire
country. All offenses under
POCSO are heard by a Special
Court on camera in the presence
of the child's parents or people
whom the child trusts.
After the implementation of the
POCSO Act 2012, in the year
2020, along with many other
amendments, the scope of pun-
ishment has been increased in the
POCSO Act and provision of
punishment ranging from life
imprisonment to death penalty
has been made. Section 3 of the
Act provides for imprisonment of
at least 10 years for sexual assault,
which can be extended up to life
imprisonment, and provision for
fine in Section 4. For aggra-
vated penetrative sexual assault
there is a minimum imprison-

ment of 20 years under Section
5, which may extend to life
imprisonment/death penalty. In
this, provision for a fine has also
been made in Section 6. In case
of sexual assault, Section 7 pro-
vides for a minimum imprison-
ment of 3 years, which can be
extended up to 5 years and a fine
is also provided for in Section 8.
In case of aggravated sexual
assault, Section 9 provides for a
minimum imprisonment of 5
years, which can be extended up
to 7 years. Besides, a provision for
a fine has also been made in
Section 10. In the Act, for sexu-
al harassment, there is a provision
of 3 years imprisonment in
Section 11 and a fine in Section
12.
The POCSO Act has stringent
provisions against using chil-
dren for obscene purposes. There
is a provision of 5 years impris-
onment in Section 13 for using
children for obscene purpos-
es/pornography and in case of
subsequent offenses in Section
14(1), there is a provision of 7
years imprisonment and fine.
Section 14(2) of the Act provides
for a minimum imprisonment of
10 years which may extend to life
imprisonment/death penalty in
case of serious case of sexual
exploitation while using chil-
dren for obscene purposes. 
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The grand finale of the
two-day National
Automobile Olympiad

(NAO), organized jointly by the
Automotive Skills Development
Council (ASDC) and CBSE,
commenced on Friday at
SCOPE Global Skills University.
The event featured competi-
tions in robotics, AR-VR-based
welding simulations, and pre-
sentations on automobile-relat-
ed topics. Around 74 students
from classes 6 to 12, selected
after school, district, and state-
level competitions, showcased
their talents in the national
finals.
The Robotics Competition
started with a training session
where students were intro-
duced to robot assembling tech-
niques. Participants then com-
pleted tasks demonstrating
their efficiency and precision.
In the Welding Simulation cat-
egory, students were familiar-
ized with advancements in
welding technology and AR-

VR-based simulation systems.
Following the training, they
undertook evaluation tasks
focusing on performance across
various parameters.
As part of the Presentation
Competition, students from
classes 6 to 8 presented innov-
ative ideas on “Green Mobility
– Challenges and Solutions,”
while students from classes 9
and 10 showcased futuristic
concepts on “Automobile
Design for the Future.” Senior
students from classes 11 and 12

discussed the societal impact of
“Software-Defined Vehicles.”
These presentations highlight-
ed unique ideas and solutions
to real-world automotive chal-
lenges.
Addressing the participants
during the inauguration cere-
mony, ASDC CEO Arindam
Lahiri emphasized the impor-
tance of such initiatives in
shaping the next generation of
automotive professionals. He
reiterated ASDC’s commitment
to fostering creativity, excel-

lence, and industry readiness
through skill-based training
programs.
Siddharth Chaturvedi,
Chancellor of SCOPE Global
Skills University, described the
Olympiad as a unique platform
promoting skill development
and inspiring students to
explore new career opportuni-
ties in the automotive industry.
Ajay Bhushan, Vice-Chancellor
of the university, highlighted
the event's significance as a
learning experience rather than
just a competition. He
explained that the Olympiad
encourages innovation,
enhances problem-solving
skills, and connects young tal-
ent to the future needs of India’s
automotive sector. He empha-
sized that such initiatives con-
tribute to building a robust and
skilled workforce, accelerating
the growth of the industry.
The Olympiad set a benchmark
in nurturing young talent and
preparing students for emerg-
ing opportunities in the auto-
motive domain.
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Chief Minister Mohan Yadav
said that there has been a
significant increase in soy-

bean production in Madhya
Pradesh over the past few years.
He assured that the government
will continue to procure soybean
to support farmers. 
Additionally, efforts will be made
to encourage farmers to cultivate
pulses and oilseed crops, with
plans being formulated in con-
sultation with them. Dr. Yadav
also emphasized the higher prof-
itability of horticulture crops and
urged farmers to consider diver-
sifying towards horticulture pro-
duction. He shared these insights
during a review meeting on soy-
bean procurement held at the
Chief Minister’s residence on
Friday. Cooperative Minister
Vishwas Kailash Sarang, Farmer
Welfare and Agricultural
Development Minister Aidal
Singh Kansana, Additional Chief
Secretary Dr. Rajesh Rajoura,
Additional Chief Secretary and
Agriculture Production
Commissioner Mohammad
Suleman, Additional Chief
Secretary Cooperative Ashok
Varnawal, Principal Secretary
Food, Civil Supplies and
Consumer Protection Smt.
Rashmi Arun Shami, Secretary

Farmer Welfare and Agricultural
Development M. Selvendran, and
other senior officers were present.
Yadav said that procurement
from all soybean-producing
farmers should be ensured, and
payment to them should also be
ensured as soon as possible.
Farmers should not face any dif-
ficulty or problem with gunny
bags in procurement. The har-
vesting and storage of procured
soybeans should be done in a sys-
tematic manner, and the produce
should be protected from hail,
frost, and rain.
In the meeting, Secretary, Farmer
Welfare and Agricultural
Development informed that soy-
bean procurement is being done
in the state from October 25 till
December 31. Till December 26,
2 lakh 4 thousand farmers have
sold their soybean. Five lakh 89
thousand metric tons of soybean
have been procured from these
farmers. It is estimated that about
6.5 lakh metric tonnes of soybean
will be procured by 31st
December. A maximum of
180198.04 lakh metric tonnes of
soybean has been procured in the
Bhopal division in the state.
149974.54 lakh metric tonnes of
soybean have been procured in
the Ujjain division, and 93495.33
lakh metric tonnes in the Sagar
division.
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Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav has said that
arrangements should be

made to ensure payment to the
farmers as early as possible
whose paddy has been pro-
cured. The procurement
amount should be paid in three
to four days by simplifying the
process. He said that in view of
the weather, transport the paddy
lying in the open as soon as pos-
sible and protect it from rain. 
He said that even if the procured
paddy is kept in the open in the
godown premises, it should be
kept inside as soon as possible.
Chief Minister Dr. Yadav was
reviewing paddy procurement at
Samatva Bhavan (CM's resi-
dence) on Friday. Cooperative
Minister Vishwas Kailash
Sarang, Farmer Welfare and
Agriculture Development

Minister Aidal Singh Kansana,
Additional Chief Secretary Dr.
Rajesh Rajoura, Additional
Chief Secretary and Agriculture
Production Commissioner
Mohammad Suleman,
Additional Chief Secretary
Cooperation Ashok Barnwal,
Principal Secretary Food, Civil
Supplies and Consumer
Protection Smt. Rashmi Arun
Shami and other senior officers
were present in the meeting.
Chief Minister Dr. Yadav said
that in the cooperative societies
where paddy is kept under the
open sky, in view of the possi-
bility of bad weather, the soci-
eties should immediately cover
the paddy lying in the open with
tarpaulin etc. to protect the
procured paddy from rain. He
asked the departmental officers
to request the farmers to wait for
a few days or bring their paddy
for procurement only when the

weather is clear. If the weather
remains bad for a long time, the
government will also consider
extending the fixed period of
paddy procurement. Yadav
asked the officers to direct the
paddy millers to also get their
paddy lifted as soon as possible.
He asked the officers of the Civil
Supplies Corporation to imme-
diately transport the procured
paddy and take it to a safe place
and make arrangements as per
the need.
Chief Minister Dr. Yadav said
that the procurement process
should be simplified so that
paddy of maximum farmers
can be procured by the stipu-
lated time limit. The paddy that
is being procured from the
farmers, try to give it to the
millers in maximum quantity,
this will save time, money and
labour spent on the process of
paddy milling.

For paddy transportation, max-
imum vehicles should be
deployed through contracted
transporters and if necessary,
other transporters/vehicles
should be acquired and paddy
should be transported. The
paddy stored in the open at the
warehouse level procurement
centre should be stacked in the
warehouse through coopera-
tive societies. Approval letter
should be issued quickly for
prompt payment to the farmers
selling paddy at the support
price. Paddy should be procured
as per FAQ norms by the
Government of India, for its
monitoring staff of other depart-
ments should also be deployed.
Principal Secretary Food and
Civil Supplies informed that
this year 7.72 lakh farmers have
registered for paddy procure-
ment, which is more than last
year 2023-24 (7.27 lakh). This

year 1393 paddy procurement
centres have been set up in the
state, in which 22.86 lakh met-
ric paddy has been procured so
far. So far 3.48 lakh farmers have
sold their paddy. Arrangements
are being made to ensure that
payments to the farmers from
whom procurement has been
done are made in the shortest
possible time. Till December 26,
45 lakh metric tonnes of paddy
common (grade A category)
has been procured. The farmers
from whom paddy has been
procured have been paid Rs
1,961 crore as procurement
price. There is no shortage of
gunny bags in the state.
Transportation and storage of
procured paddy is also being
done properly. There are a total
of 674 contracted millers in the
state. So far, 3.36 lakh metric
tonnes of procured paddy has
been lifted by them.
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Amentally disturbed
youth threw urine on
a woman in

Jehangirabad area. When the
woman raised an alarm, the
crowd roughed him up.
Thereafter, the accused was
handed over to the police.
The police registered a case
and sent him to jail. 
The police said that the
accused was mentally
deranged. The incident hap-
pened on Wednesday, while

the video of the accused
being beaten up surfaced on
Friday.
TI Ashutosh Upadhyay said
that the 26-year-old woman
is a resident of Jahangirabad
police station area. She had
come to Jahangirabad market
with her relatives on
Wednesday to have food.
Here a mentally deranged
youth named Nisar Ali threw
urine on the woman. When
the victim protested, the
crowd caught the accused. He
was handed over to the

police. Action has been taken
against the accused at the
police station and he has
been sent to jail. Nisar also
lives in Jahangirabad.
The video of the entire inci-
dent has surfaced. In which
people are seen beating the
youth. Here the local people
told that the name of the
accused is Nisar Ali alias
Anwar Hussain. He used to
call himself an advocate, on
Wednesday he collected urine
in a polythene bag and threw
it on the woman.

:���%
�%����
��
��
��
�����

�
	�0�
�1
����
��
<�
�

	���� 68��9�!

AIIMS Bhopal, the institu-
tion has once again
demonstrated its excel-

lence in medical research, inno-
vation and patient care. Recently,
a patient who underwent suc-
cessful valve surgery at AIIMS
Bhopal felicitated doctors of
Cardiothoracic Surgery
Department for their excellent
work during a mega medical
camp held at Gwalior. 
The patient shared his treat-
ment journey and said that after
valve surgery at AIIMS Bhopal,
his condition improved signifi-
cantly and now he is feeling
completely healthy. 
The patient, a resident of Gwalior,
had traveled to AIIMS Bhopal for
this complex surgery. The patient
expressed his deep gratitude to
the medical team of AIIMS
Bhopal who successfully treated
him and gave him a new life. The
patient said that now he is able to
live a normal life. 
Speaking on this occasion, Prof.
(Dr.) Ajai Singh, Executive
Director of AIIMS Bhopal said,
"It is a matter of pride for us that
our patients are able to lead a
healthy life. Such appreciation at
Gwalior Medical Camp is a sym-
bol of the excellent work of our
Cardiothoracic Surgery
Department.
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Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav has said that the e-
Mandi scheme is being

expanded to 41 B-class mandis
of the state from January 1,
2025. Madhya Pradesh State
Agricultural Marketing Board
(Mandi Board) is expanding its
important e-Mandi scheme. E-
Mandi scheme is already opera-
tional in 42 mandis. Work is
being done continuously in the
state to make the mandis fully
equipped.
With the e-Mandi scheme, farm-
ers will be able to generate their
own slips for the sale of their
produce in the mandis. Mandi
App will facilitate farmers. They
will not have to stand in queue
for selling the produce or for the
entry slip. Under the e-Mandi
scheme, the proceedings from
entry into the mandi premises to
auction, weighing and payment
will be computerized. Mandis are
being made hi-tech. The target
has been set that from 01 April
2025, all 259 mandis should
function as e-mandis.
The process will be simplified
with the mobile app
The process has been simplified
for the farmer through the
Mandi app. Farmers have been
provided the facility that they can
make their entry slip themselves
from their mobile before coming
to the mandi. Once the entry slip
is made, they will not need to
give their complete data to the
mandi again and again. After the
entry slip is made, farmers can

go directly to the auction sites on
the mandi premises and auction
their agricultural produce.
Farmers will also get information
about the auction proceedings on
mobile. Tulavati (weighing)
brothers have been trained in the
e-mandi scheme. They will enter
the final weight of the weighing
done on the Android mobile and
they will not need to write any
information. Also, the traders
will also not need to make a
payment sheet. In the e-mandi
scheme, a readymade payment
sheet will be displayed on the
trader's ID. The trader will only
have to enter the payment made
by him to the farmers.
With the e-Mandi scheme, the
record of agricultural produce
being sold by farmers in the mar-
ket will be maintained in real
time online. This will avoid
crowding in the markets and also
there will be no inconvenience.
Farmer brothers will receive
SMS and WhatsApp messages on
their mobile after entry, contract,
weighing and payment. Farmers
will have the information regard-
ing which trader has purchased
their produce and at what price.
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Through the Smart City
Scheme, works are
being done mainly for

proper development of cities,
economic enhancement and
improvement in the lifestyle
of citizens. Under the scheme,
21 works worth Rs 1253 crore
65 lakh have been completed
in the seven smart cities in the
last one year. Currently 43
works worth 828 crores are in
progress. The 7 cities of the
state include Bhopal, Indore,
Jabalpur, Gwalior, Ujjain,
Sagar and Satna cities.
Selection of 2 cities in CIT-
TIIS
Under the Smart City
Scheme, 2 smart cities of the
state, Ujjain and Jabalpur,
have been selected by the
Central Government under
Component-1 of 'The City

Investments to Innovate
Integrate and Sustain' (CIT-
TIIS 2.0) programme. Under
the scheme, each selected
city will receive a grant of Rs
135 crore for works related to
solid waste management.
Under Challenge
Component-2, the Urban
Development and Housing
Department has prepared a

proposal and sent it to the
Central Government for
approval.
Honour to Jabalpur-Indore
Smart City
Jabalpur and Indore Smart
City have been honoured by
the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs of the Central
Government for the work
done under Nurturing

Neighborhood 1.0. Jabalpur
Smart City has mainly done
the development work of
Anganwadis, parks and con-
struction of vaccination cen-
tres for children in civil hos-
pitals. Indore Smart City has
done development work in
public places and most of the
settlements. Development
works like Jigyaasarat Umang
Vatika and Karmarath etc. are
in progress in Indore Smart
City.
Proposals of Jabalpur and
Pithampur
As per the recommendation
of the 15th Finance
Commission of the Ministry
of Housing and Urban Affairs
of the Central Government,
proposals of Jabalpur Textile
and Logistics Cluster and
Pithampur Smart Industrial
Township Sector-7 have been
prepared and sent to New

Delhi under the Incubation of
New Cities Challenge. The
selected city will receive an
amount of one thousand
crore rupees in the form of
VGF.
Unity Mall in Ujjain City
Unity Mall is being con-
structed in Ujjain city at a cost
of Rs 284 crore for the pro-
motion and sale of 'One
District-One Product' under
the Central Government's
Scheme for Special Assistance
to States under Part-VI. An
amount of Rs 142 crore has
been released as the first
installment for this project.
With the scheme, along with
promoting local products,
small and medium traders in
the districts will get the
appropriate place to sell their
products. A target has been
set to complete this work by
August 2025.
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Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav has said that
arrangements should be

made to ensure payment to the
farmers as early as possible
whose paddy has been procured.
The procurement amount should
be paid in three to four days by
simplifying the process. He said
that in view of the weather,
transport the paddy lying in the
open as soon as possible and pro-
tect it from rain. 
He said that even if the procured
paddy is kept in the open in the
godown premises, it should be
kept inside as soon as possible.
Chief Minister Dr. Yadav was
reviewing paddy procurement at
Samatva Bhavan (CM's resi-
dence) on Friday. Cooperative
Minister Vishwas Kailash Sarang,
Farmer Welfare and Agriculture
Development Minister Aidal
Singh Kansana, Additional Chief
Secretary Rajesh Rajoura,
Additional Chief Secretary and
Agriculture Production
Commissioner Mohammad
Suleman, Additional Chief
Secretary Cooperation Ashok

Barnwal, Principal Secretary
Food, Civil Supplies and
Consumer Protection Smt.
Rashmi Arun Shami and other
senior officers were present in
the meeting.
Yadav said that in the coopera-
tive societies where paddy is kept
under the open sky, in view of
the possibility of bad weather, the
societies should immediately
cover the paddy lying in the open
with tarpaulin etc. to protect the
procured paddy from rain. He
asked the departmental officers
to request the farmers to wait for
a few days or bring their paddy
for procurement only when the
weather is clear. If the weather
remains bad for a long time, the
government will also consider
extending the fixed period of
paddy procurement. CM Dr.
Yadav asked the officers to direct
the paddy millers to also get their
paddy lifted as soon as possible.
He asked the officers of the
Civil Supplies Corporation to
immediately transport the pro-
cured paddy and take it to a safe
place and make arrangements as
per the need.
Yadav said that the procure-
ment process should be simpli-

fied so that paddy of maximum
farmers can be procured by the
stipulated time limit. The paddy
that is being procured from the
farmers, try to give it to the
millers in maximum quantity,
this will save time, money and
labour spent on the process of
paddy milling.
For paddy transportation, max-
imum vehicles should be
deployed through contracted
transporters and if necessary,
other transporters/vehicles
should be acquired and paddy
should be transported. The
paddy stored in the open at the
warehouse level procurement
centre should be stacked in the
warehouse through cooperative
societies. Approval letter should
be issued quickly for prompt
payment to the farmers selling
paddy at the support price.
Paddy should be procured as per
FAQ norms by the Government
of India, for its monitoring staff
of other departments should
also be deployed.
Principal Secretary Food and
Civil Supplies informed that
this year 7.72 lakh farmers have
registered for paddy procure-
ment, which is more than last

year 2023-24 (7.27 lakh). This
year 1393 paddy procurement
centres have been set up in the
state, in which 22.86 lakh met-
ric paddy has been procured so
far. So far 3.48 lakh farmers have
sold their paddy. Arrangements
are being made to ensure that
payments to the farmers from
whom procurement has been
done are made in the shortest
possible time. Till 26 December,
45 lakh metric tonnes of paddy
common (grade A category)
has been procured. The farmers
from whom paddy has been
procured have been paid Rs
1,961 crore as procurement
price. There is no shortage of
gunny bags in the state.
Transportation and storage of
procured paddy is also being
done properly. There are a total
of 674 contracted millers in the
state. So far, 3.36 lakh metric
tonnes of procured paddy has
been lifted by them.
Farmers are being informed
through SMS that paddy pro-
curement will be postponed on
30, 31 December and 1 January.
The last date for paddy pro-
curement has been extended
from 20 January to 23 January. 
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On Friday, several dis-
tricts across Madhya
Pradesh, including

Ujjain and Indore, experi-
enced intense hailstorms and
rainfall, disrupting normal
life. Heavy rainfall in Ujjain
caused power outages in
Mahakal Lok, while Indore's
western regions also report-
ed power disruptions due to
the downpour.
Widespread Rain and
Hailstorm Across Districts
Rain and hailstorms were
reported in over 10 districts,
including Ratlam, Mandsaur,
Neemuch, Jhabua, Alirajpur,
Khargone, Khandwa,
Barwani, Burhanpur, and
Betul. Malvasa village in
Ratlam witnessed small hail-
stones, while heavy rains
drenched Mandsaur, dam-

aging produce such as garlic
stored in agricultural mar-
kets.
In Burhanpur's Nepanagar
area, heavy rain accompanied
by strong winds caused a tree
to fall, while Badnagar in
Ujjain and Alot in Ratlam
experienced hailstorms in
the evening. Thunderstorms
also swept through Dhar,
Morena, Sheopur, Agar-
Malwa, Bhind, Gwalior,
Shivpuri, Maheshwar,
Shajapur, Dewas, and other
districts.
The weather change is attrib-
uted to the active Western
Disturbance and Cyclonic
Circulation System, which
has altered weather patterns
across the state.
Impact on Ujjain and Indore
In Ujjain, heavy rains late
Friday night disrupted power
in Mahakal Lok, plunging the

area into darkness. The
weather, which remained
cloudy throughout the day,
turned cold after the evening
rain. In Indore, heavy rainfall
in the western parts of the city
caused power outages in
some areas.
Forecast: Rain, Hailstorm,
and Strong Winds for the
Next 48 Hours
The Meteorological
Department has issued an
orange alert for several dis-
tricts, warning of hailstorms,
rain, and wind speeds of 40-
50 km/h. Areas likely to be
affected include Bhopal,
Indore, Narmadapuram,
Sagar, and Jabalpur divisions.
According to senior meteo-
rologists, multiple weather
systems are currently active:

A jet stream over North-
West India
Cyclonic activity over Punjab
A Western Disturbance in the
form of a trough near
Afghanistan.
A low-pressure system in the
Bay of Bengal
These systems are contribut-
ing to the current conditions
of rain, hail, and thunder-
storms.
Districts Affected
Rain and hailstorms are
expected in Narmadapuram,
Betul, Harda, Burhanpur,
Khandwa, Barwani,
Mandsaur, Neemuch, and
other districts. Light rain
with thunder and lightning is

likely in Gwalior, Datia,
Bhind, Morena, Sheopur
Kalan, Sagar, Tikamgarh, and
Niwari.
Cold Wave and Fog
Expected Post-December 30
With weather conditions
expected to clear from
December 30-31, minimum
temperatures are likely to
drop sharply, accompanied by
fog in districts such as
Bhopal, Vidisha, Raisen,
Sehore, and Indore.
Residents are advised to stay
cautious during this period of
fluctuating weather condi-
tions and adhere to safety
measures during thunder-
storms and hailstorms.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on
Friday conducted simul-

taneous raids on the properties
of former RTO constable
Saurabh Sharma in Bhopal,
Gwalior, and Jabalpur. Multiple
teams of the ED carried out the
searches, uncovering crucial
documents and suspected evi-
dence of hidden wealth.
In Bhopal, ED officials inspect-
ed Jaipuria School in the 1100
Quarters area and two houses in
Arera Colony (house numbers
78 and 657) starting at 5 AM.
Using metal detectors and mod-
ern equipment, officers searched
walls and floors for hidden valu-
ables. These searches were
prompted by previous
Lokayukta raids that revealed 2.5
kilograms of silver concealed
under floor tiles in Sharma's
home.
In Gwalior, the ED team raided
Sharma’s residence in Bahodapur
with police assistance. However,
Gwalior SP Dharamveer Singh
stated that no investigation
agency had contacted local
police, leaving them unaware of
the raid’s specifics. Retired DSP
Munish Rajoria, who lives near-
by, confirmed that the property
belongs to Dr. Rakesh Sharma,
father of Saurabh Sharma.
Simultaneously, another ED
team reached the Shastri Nagar
residence of builder Rohit Tiwari
in Jabalpur. Tiwari, a relative of
Saurabh’s wife, is under scruti-

ny for allegedly facilitating
Sharma’s investments. ED offi-
cials reportedly questioned
Tiwari’s family members about
Sharma’s financial dealings.
Sources revealed that Saurabh
Sharma had invested crores in
properties under the names of
his wife’s brother Shubham
Tiwari, friend Chetan Singh
Gaur, and brother-in-law Rohit
Tiwari. Investigations also
revealed that Sharma founded a
construction company, Omega
Realcon Private Limited, in
2012, appointing Gaur and
Sharad Jaiswal as directors, while
Tiwari served as an additional
director.
During Lokayukta raids on
December 19, ?2.95 crore in
cash, two quintals of silver, gold
jewelry, and numerous proper-
ty documents were seized from
Sharma’s properties in Arera
Colony. A car reportedly carry-
ing 54 kilograms of gold and ?11
crore in cash was also seen leav-
ing the premises during the
raid. The vehicle, traced to a
farmhouse in Mendori, was
linked to Sharma’s associate,
Gaur.
The ED entered the case on
December 23, registering a
money laundering complaint
against Saurabh Sharma and his
associates. Lokayukta also issued
summons to five individuals,
including Sharma, in connection
with the case.
Legal Challenges and Rejected
Bail Plea
Saurabh Sharma’s anticipatory
bail plea was rejected by the

Bhopal District Court on
Thursday. His lawyer argued
that Sharma was not a public ser-
vant and should not be prose-
cuted under the Lokayukta’s
jurisdiction. However, the court
deemed him a public servant,
considering the gravity of the
charges, and denied the plea.
Sharma’s counsel raised con-
cerns about the Lokayukta's
actions, asserting that the gold
and cash recovered from the car
do not belong to him and call-
ing the raids “erroneous.” The
defense stated that Sharma is
willing to cooperate fully and
provide an explanation for the
assets seized during the raids.
Saurabh Sharma, originally from
a modest family in Gwalior,
joined the Health Department in
2016 through compassionate
appointment after his father’s
death. Later transferred to the
Transport Department, Sharma
began amassing significant
wealth, leading to complaints
about his luxurious lifestyle.
To evade departmental scrutiny,
Sharma opted for voluntary
retirement and partnered with
influential builders in Bhopal for
large-scale property investments.
Unfolding Investigation
The ED and Lokayukta investi-
gations are ongoing, aiming to
unravel the extent of Sharma’s
illicit financial activities. With
significant assets already seized
and additional hidden wealth
suspected, the case highlights
deep-rooted corruption and
misuse of power within govern-
ment systems.
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President Droupadi
Murmu, Vice President

Jagdeep Dhankhar and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi were
among the top dignitaries
who paid homage to former
prime minister Manmohan
Singh at his residence here on
Friday.
Several leaders cutting across
party lines, including Union
ministers and Congress lead-
ers Sonia Gandhi, Mallikarjun
Kharge and Rahul Gandhi,
also paid their tributes to the
former two-term prime min-
ister who died on Thursday
night.
President Murmu and Vice
President Dhankhar visited
the residence of Singh and
paid their last respects to
him and met his wife and
other family members.
Prime Minister Modi, who
also laid a wreath, described
his predecessor's death as a
big loss to the nation, assert-
ing that his commitment to
the people and for the coun-
try's development would
always be respected.
In a video message, Modi
recalled Singh's life journey
after his family migrated to
India following Partition and
noted that he left everything
behind but his numerous
achievements since then were
no mean feat.
Singh, the architect of India's
economic reforms and a con-
sensus builder in the rough
world of politics, died at
AIIMS, Delhi,  late  on
Thursday. He was 92.  He is

survived by his wife and three
daughters.
The Union cabinet at its meet-
ing held under Prime
Minister Modi also condoled
Singh's passing and hailed
him as an eminent statesman
and a distinguished leader
who left  an imprint on
national life.
During a meeting chaired by
Modi, the cabinet observed a
two-minute silence in honour
of the departed soul and
adopted a Condolence
Resolution in the memory of
Singh. "Dr Manmohan Singh
has left his imprint on our
national life. In his passing
away, the Nation has lost an
eminent statesman, renowned
economist and a distin-
guished leader," the resolution
read.  The government has
announced a seven-day State
mourning as a mark of
respect to the former prime
minister.
Draped in the Tricolour,

Singh's body was brought to
his 3, Motilal Nehru Road,
residence that served as his
retirement abode for the last
over 10 years ever since he
relinquished charge as prime
minister.
Several leaders paid their last
respects to the former prime
minister in the presence of his
wife Gursharan Kaur and
other family members.
Singh would be cremated on
Saturday and his final journey
will commence from the
AICC headquarters at 9.30
am on Saturday, Congress
general  secretar y K C
Venugopal said.
Modi said Singh's life would
always serve as a lesson for
the future generations on how
someone can rise above depri-
vation and struggles to attain
the heights of success.
Noting that he served in var-
ious capacities in the govern-
ment, the prime minister said
Singh put the country on a

new economic path as finance
minister in the government
headed by P V Narasimha
Rao.
"As prime minister, his con-
tribution to the country's
development and progress
will always be remembered,"
he added.  Union ministers
Amit Shah and Rajnath Singh,
and BJP president J P Nadda
also paid their tributes to
Singh.
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M
K Stalin, Andhra Pradesh
Chief  Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu,
Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Sukhwinder Singh
Sukhu and Telangana Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy also
came to Delhi to pay their last
respects to the former prime
minister.
Delhi Chief Minister Atishi,
former Delhi chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal and former
Uttar Pradesh chief minister
Akhilesh Yadav also paid their
last respects to Singh.
Born to Gurmukh Singh and
Amrit Kaur on September
26, 1932 in Gah village of the
Punjab province of undivid-
ed India (now Pakistan),
Singh passed his matricula-
tion examination in 1948.
His family migrated to
Amritsar after Partition in
1948 after living shortly in
Haldwani.
Singh completed his inter-
mediate and graduation in
economics from the Hindu
College here before moving
out of the city to pursue high-
er studies in Panjab
University's Hoshiarpur cam-
pus.

His academic career took him
from Punjab to the University
of Cambridge, UK, where he
earned a First Class Honours
degree in Economics. Singh
followed this with a DPhil in
Economics from Nuffield
College of Oxford University.
Singh's half-brother Surjit
Singh Kohli said the former
prime minister had deep
affection for his grandmoth-
er, who raised him following
his mother's death when he
was very young.
After migrating to India, the
Singh family settled in a small
rented house in Amritsar till
he graduated.
His passing also witnessed
people from various fields
sharing their anecdotes about
him. The social media was
flooded with pictures that
people posted along with the
former prime minister and
shared their memories with
fondness and nostalgia.
Uttar Pradesh minister Asim
Arun, who served as Singh's
close protection officer for
nearly three years during his
tenure as a Special Protection
Group (SPG) officer, shared
his experiences and insights
into Singh's personality,
emphasising his  s imple
lifestyle and connection with
the common man.
One anecdote Arun shared
reflected Singh's simplicity -
- his attachment to his per-
sonal car, a modest Maruti
Suzuki 800. Despite having a
fleet of high-security vehicles,
including a luxurious BMW
for official travel, Singh would
often express his preference
for the modest car.

PM Modi leads nation in paying tribute to Manmohan Singh
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Envoys of several countries,
including Russia, China

and the US, on Friday
expressed condolences over
the passing away of
Manmohan Singh, describing
the former prime minister as
an "outstanding leader" and
hailing his commitment to the
progress of India.
In a social media post, the
French Embassy in India said
his leadership "bolstered India's
global standing and strength-
ened bonds with France".
"It is a moment of poignant
sorrow and grief for India and
for Russia. Dr Manmohan
Singh's contribution to our
bilateral ties was immeasur-
able. His suave demeanour
was always endearing as
unquestionable was his exper-
tise as an economist and his
commitment to the progress of
India," Russian envoy to India,
Denis Alipov, said in a social
media post. "Our thoughts
and prayers are with the fam-
ily of Dr Manmohan Singh ji
and the Indian people," he
added.
US ambassador Eric Garcetti
remembered Singh as a leader
"who set in motion a historic
chapter in US-India relations".
"Remembering the selfless con-
tributions of our dear friend
and former prime minister, Dr
Manmohan Singh, who set in
motion an historic chapter in
US-India relations. His dedi-
cation to India's growth and
prosperity continues to inspire
us. Grateful for his leadership

and vision," the US envoy said
in a social media post.
The civil nuclear deal signed
during Singh's prime minis-
tership changed India's overall
engagement with the US as it
paved the way for building the
bonds of a strategic partner-
ship, especially in areas of
high-technology and defence.
Expressing condolences in a
post, Chinese envoy Xu
Feihong said, "Deeply sad-
dened by the passing of former
Indian Prime Minister Dr
Manmohan Singh, an out-
standing leader who is widely
revered by the Indian people.
Heartfelt condolences to his
family and loved ones."
Many embassies in India also
put out posts on social media
along with photographs while
remembering Singh.
"Deepest condolences to the
family and friends of former
Prime Minister of India, Dr
ManmohanSingh. A states-
man admired worldwide, he
leaves behind a legacy of com-
passion and progress. His lead-
ership bolstered India's global
standing and strengthened
bonds with France," the French
Embassy posted.
The Embassy of Iran said Singh
played a key role in fostering
historic ties between the two
countries.  "The Embassy of
Iran in Delhi extends its heart-
felt condolences to the gov-
ernment and people of India
on the demise of Dr
Manmohan Singh. He was a
highly respected leader, who
played key role in fostering
Iran-India historic ties," it said
in a social media post.

Foreign envoys
remember former PM
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Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh(RSS)chief Mohan

Bhagwat and general secre-
tary Dattatreya Hosabale on
Friday condoled the passing of
former prime minister
Manmohan Singh, saying his
contributions to Bharat will
always be remembered.
"The entire nation is extreme-
ly saddened by the demise of
former prime minister of
Bharat and senior leader of the
country Dr Sardar Manmohan
Singh. Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh expresses its deepest
condolences to his family and
countless loved ones and
admirers," they said in a joint
statement.
Singh, despite coming from a
humble background, adorned
the highest post in the country,
the statement said.  “Renowned
economist Dr Singh's contri-
butions to Bharat will always be
remembered and cherished.
We pray the almighty to grant
'sadgati' to the departed soul,"
they said in the statement.
RSS joint general secretary
Alok Kumar later paid floral
tribute to the mortal remains
of Singh at his residence on 3,
Motilal Nehru Road, the
sprawling bungalow in
Lutyens' Delhi that served as
his retirement abode for over
10 years.
Singh, the architect of India's
economic reforms, passed away
on Thursday night at Delhi's
All India Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS). He was 92.

RSS condoles
former Prime
Minister's passing
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Several celebrities on Friday
condoled the death of for-

mer Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh remem-
bering him as a "visionary"
and a "great  f inancial
reformer and statesman."
Rajinikanth, Kamal Haasan,
Sunny Deol, Chiranjeevi,
Manoj Bajpayee and other
film stars were among the
celebrities who paid their
tributes to the former prime
minister who died here on
Thursday at the age of 92.
In a social media post, actor-
politician Haasan said the
nation has lost "one of its
finest sons".  "India has lost

one of its most eminent
statesmen and scholars. The
passing of Dr. Manmohan
Singh marks the end of an era
in Indian polity. A man of
quiet dignity, he reshaped the
nation through his visionary
economic and social policies.
"Few have influenced the
nation's trajectory with such
far-reaching impact. His poli-
cies, both as Finance Minister
and Prime Minister, empow-
ered millions, strengthening
the fabric of Indian democ-
racy and uplifting the most
vulnerable," Haasan posted.
Rajinikanth was asked about
Singh's demise at the Chennai
airport and he said, "He was
a great human being. Great
financial reformer and states-

man."
Chiranjeevi  said he is
anguished by the passing
away of Singh, who was a
"highly educated, most grace-
ful, soft spoken and humble
leader". "His visionary and
game changing contributions
as the finance minister and
then his highly successful
tenure as the 13th Prime
Minister of India for two suc-
cessive terms will remain
etched in history," he said.
The actor said he was privi-
leged and fortunate to have
served as member of parlia-
ment and minister of state for
tourism during Singh's sec-
ond tenure as the Prime
Minister.
"I fondly cherish my interac-

tions with him and the inspi-
ration and wisdom I got from
him forever. It is a tremen-
dous loss to our country. My
deepest condolences to his
family and each of his numer-
ous admirers," he added.
Sunny Deol also hailed Singh
for playing a pivotal role in
shaping India's economic lib-
eralisation.  "His wisdom,
integrity & contributions to
the nation's growth will
always be remembered. My
heartfelt  condolences.
#RIPDrManmohanSingh," he
said in a social media post.
Bajpayee said, "Saddened by
the passing of our former
Prime Minister. A statesman
whose contributions in every
aspect of our nation's growth

will always be remembered.
My heartfelt condolences to
his  family.
#RIPDrManmohanSingh."
Anil Kapoor recalled that he
once met the former PM who
left "an indelible impression"
on the actor.  "He was a man
of unparalleled humility and
wisdom. His extraordinary
contributions will forever be
remembered. May his soul
rest in peace," he said.
Diljit Dosanjh shared a photo
of Singh on his Instagram
Stories and captioned it, "Oh
Waheguru". Anushka Sharma
wrote on Instagram Stories,
"Rest in peace Dr Manmohan
Singh ji."
Sharing a photo of Singh on
Instagram, Allu Arjun said,

"His leadership and dedica-
tion to the nation will always
be remembered. Rest in peace
sir."
Veteran actor Anupam Kher,
who played the role of the for-
mer Prime Minister in the
2019 film "The Accidental
Prime Minister" based on the
memoir of Singh's former
media advisor Sanjay Baru,
said he is deeply saddened by
his demise.

"Having studied him for
more than a year for the
m o v i e
#TheAccidentalPrimeMiniste
r, it felt that I actually spent
that much time with him. He
was inherently a good man.
Personally completely honest,
great economist and a very

humble person. Some can say
may be not an astute politi-
cian! My heartfelt condo-
lences to his family," he said
in a social media post.
Kajol said, "Tributes to Dr.
Manmohan Singh Ji, a dis-
tinguished leader who served
India with dedication & wis-
dom. May his legacy contin-
ue to inspire future genera-
tions."
Sanjay Dutt posted, "Deeply
saddened by the loss of Dr.
Manmohan Singh Ji. His con-
tributions to India will never
be forgotten."
Riteish Deshmukh called
Singh one of India's "finest
Prime Ministers".  "The man
who propelled India's eco-
nomic growth. He epitomised

dignity and humility. We will
forever be indebted to his
legacy. May his soul rest in
eternal glory. Thank you Shri
Manmohan Singh ji," he said.
Filmmakers Zoya Akhtar,
Imtiaz Ali, actors Arjun
Kapoor, Bhumi Pednekar,
Vijay Varma,  Ali  Fazal,
Samantha Ruth Prabhu,
Shefali Shah, Ayushmann
Khurrana, Randeep Hooda,
Parineeti  Chopra,
Nawazuddin Siddiqui and
Sonam Kapoor Ahuja also
condoled Singh's death.
The team behind superstar
Salman Khan's upcoming
"Sikandar" has postponed the
release of film's teaser till
Saturday in the wake of
Singh's death.

Celebrities remember Manomahan as ‘visionary’ and ‘great financial reformer, statesman’
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The US mission in India on
Friday said it issued more

than one million nonimmi-
grant visas for the second
year in a row, including a
record number of visitor visas,
underscoring the huge
demand of Indians for travel
to the US.
Washington is also working to
formally establish a US-based
to renew H-1B visas in that
country in 2025 that is expect-
ed to benefit a significant
number of Indians.
In the past four years, visitor
numbers from India have
increased by five times, and
more than two million Indians
travelled to the US in the first
11 months of 2024, a 26 per
cent increase over the same
period in 2023, it said.
Over five million Indians
already have a nonimmigrant
visa to visit the US and each
day the mission issues thou-
sands more, the embassy said.
"The US mission to India
issued more than one million
nonimmigrant visas for the
second year in a row, includ-
ing a record number of visitor
visas, underscoring the huge
demand of Indians for travel
to the United States for
tourism, business, and educa-
tion," it said in a readout.
The embassy noted that the
State Department completed a
successful pilot programme
to renew H-1B visas in the US
States this year.  This allowed
many specialty occupation
workers from India to renew
their visas without leaving the
US.
"This pilot program stream-
lined the renewal process for
thousands of applicants, and
the Department of State is
working to formally establish
a US-based renewal program
in 2025," it said.
The US mission to India
issued tens of thousands of

immigrant visas, facilitating
legal family reunification and
the migration of skilled pro-
fessionals, according to the
readout.
These immigrant visa holders
became permanent residents
upon their arrival, adding to
the already rich and sizable
Indian diaspora community in
the US, it said.
The US mission to India also
provided more than 24,000
passports and other consular
services to American citizens
living and travelling in India,
it noted.
A new version of the Smart
Traveler Enrollment Program
(STEP) debuted in 2024, mak-
ing it easier for the embassy
and consulates to contact
American citizens during
emergencies and send them
safety and security alerts, the
embassy added.
It said increase in processing
of thousands of interview
waiver-eligible nonimmigrant
visa applications each week
made it quicker and easier
than ever for Indians to renew
their nonimmigrant visas.
“By streamlining operations
and utilizing global consular
resources, the US mission has
been able to redirect its own
resources to focus on in-per-
son interviews, reducing wait
times for all applicants," it said.
The mission also provided
details about visas issued to
Indian students.  "More Indian
students than ever before now

have U.S. Student visas. In
2024, India became the top
sender of international stu-
dents for the first time since
the 2008/2009 academic year
with more than 331,000 stu-
dents overall studying in the
US," it said.
It further added that India also
remained the largest sender of
international graduate stu-
dents in the US for the second
year.
Indian graduate student num-
bers increased by 19 per cent
to reach almost 200,000 stu-
dents, according to the details.
"Many exchange visitors will
now be able to remain in the
United States and not need to
return home for two years
after completing their pro-
grammes in the US, offering
them more opportunities to
further their careers and edu-
cation," the embassy said.
"The removal of India from
the Exchange Visitors Skills
List has provided greater flex-
ibility for these Indian J-1
nonimmigrant visa holders," it
said.
The US mission said it
remains dedicated to fostering
strong bilateral relations and
providing exceptional con-
sular services.
"These achievements over the
past year are a testament to the
hard work and dedication of
the Mission's staff and the
enduring partnership between
the United States and India,"
it said.

Issued more than one million nonimmigrant
visas for second year in row: US mission in India
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The Supreme Court on
Friday expressed concern

over the condition of farmer
leader Jagjit Singh Dallewal,
who is on an indefinite hunger
strike, and directed the Punjab
Government to ensure he was
given medical assistance. A
vacation bench of Justices
Surya Kant and Sudhanshu
Dhulia issued a notice to the
Punjab government on a con-
tempt petition against its chief
secretary and the director gen-
eral of police (DGP) for non-
compliance of an order direct-
ing medical aid to Dallewal. 
"If there is a law and order sit-
uation, you have to deal with it
with iron hands. Somebody's
life is at stake. You need to take

it seriously. Medical aid has to
be given and the impression is
that you are not following it,"
the bench said. The top court
directed the State Government
to file a compliance report by
December 28, when it would
again hear the matter and
ordered the Punjab chief sec-
retary and the DGP to virtual-
ly remain present during the
hearing. 
During the hearing, Punjab
Advocate General (AG)
Gurminder Singh submitted a
delegation of eight cabinet
ministers along with the Punjab
DGP visited the protest site to
convince Dallewal to move to
a hospital but the farmers
resisted it.  "We have provided
everything on site. If there is
physical jostling, we cannot
take that risk," he added. 

The bench however responded,
"We have serious doubts about
those farmers, those who are
not conscious and aware and
concerned about his life." The
AG said the State Government
was "very earnestly" following
up on the issue.  When the
bench wondered if the Centre
could offer assistance to the

State Government, Solicitor
General Tushar Mehta said its
interference might lead to com-
plications. "Few people cannot
keep him (Dallewal) hostage.
One man's life is in danger. The
State Government can take
measures," said Mehta. 
The Punjab AG informed the
bench when the Ministers' del-
egation went to meet Dallewal
on December 24, he gave a let-
ter addressed to the Prime
Minister.  "He says, if some dia-
logue is opened up, only then
he is willing to cooperate with
medical assistance," Singh said.
Mehta said Dallewal's admis-
sion in a hospital should be the
top priority. Dallewal has been
on an indefinite fast at the
Khanauri border since
November 26 to press the
Centre to accept the farmers'

demands, including a legal
guarantee of minimum support
price for crops. 
On December 20, the top court
left it to the Punjab government
officials and doctors to decide
on the hospitalisation of
Dallewal. The court had said
70-year-old Dallewal could be
moved to the makeshift hospi-
tal setup within 700 metre of
the protest site at Khanauri bor-
der between Punjab and
Haryana.
The bench on December 19
referred to civil rights activist
Irom Sharmila continuing her
protest for more than a decade
under medical supervision and
asked the Punjab government
to convince Dallewal for a
health examination. It had
pulled up the state for not run-
ning medical tests on Dallewal.

SC expresses concern over condition of farmer leader Dallewal
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The Gurugram cyber police
arrested two cyber crim-

inals who allegedly used to
cheat people in the name of
recovering loans taken
through a Chinese app by
threatening and morphing
their photos.
Four mobile phones with SIM
cards were recovered from his
possession, police said on
Friday.
According to the police, they
have been identified as Kapil
of  Charkhi Dadri  and
Himanshu of Hisar.
The team of Cybercrime East
police station arrested the
accused, Kapil, from U-Block
DLF Phase-2, Gurugram and
Himanshu from Rajiv Nagar
Sector-13, Gurugram, on
Thursday.
The police team took further
action against the accused
and registered a case under

Section 308(2), 351(2) BNS at
Cyber Crime East Police
Station.
During police interrogation,
it was found that Himanshu
used to get data and photos of
loan takers from a Chinese
person for recovery of loans
taken through 'The Flaxy
Loan Company App'.
"Himanshu used to provide
that data and photos to his
companion Kapil. Kapil used
to commit the crime of fraud
by morphing those photos
and making them obscene
and pressurizing people for

loan recovery," Priyanshu
Diwan, ACP (cybercrime),
said.
Himanshu used to do loan
recovery work in the name of
applications like Cash Fish
Plus, Bajaj Broking, Cash Me,
My Cash in Cash, Flexi Loan,
Rich Cash Pro, U-loan, Flash
Wallet, HD Loan Bazaar,
Family Loan, Pokket Me,
kredit  Bee,  Fair money,
Finshell pay, HD Loan Bazaar,
Money View etc.
Similarly, the Gurugram
cyber police had also arrest-
ed a cyber fraudster in the
privious month, who alleged-
ly used to cheat people in the
name of recovering loans
taken through Chinese loan
apps by threatening them
During police inquiry, it was
revealed that the accused used
to get the names and mobile
numbers of people through
the Telegram app to recover
the loan taken from Chinese
apps.

Gurugram cyber police arrests two
criminals cheating in name of loan recovery

BISWAJEET BANERJEE n
PILIBHIT

Achilling international
connection has surfaced

in the case of three Khalistan
Zindabad Force (KZF) ter-
rorists who were killed in a
police encounter in Pilibhit.
Local police investigations
revealed that a call from
England played a crucial role
in arranging the terrorists’
stay in Puranpur, where they
were hosted with the help of
local accomplices.
The incident has led to the
detention of two individu-
als—Jaspal Sunny, a resident
of Gajraula Japati village, and
his associate Deepak—whose
involvement came to light
through CCT V footage
obtained from Harji Hotel,
where the terrorists were
lodged. The police have also
registered cases against the

two aides and the three
deceased terrorists for using
fake Aadhar cards to secure
accommodations.
According to police sources,
Jaspal received a call from
England on Friday evening
from a man named Sidhu,
believed to be his friend.
Sidhu instructed Jaspal to
assist three individuals arriv-
ing in Puranpur. Acting on
this request, Jaspal, accom-
panied by Deepak, traveled to
Puranpur, where they met
the three terrorists and took
them to a dhaba for dinner
before arranging their stay at
Harji Hotel.
The terrorists were checked
into Room 105 of the hotel
using fake Aadhar cards,
allegedly sent from England
by Sidhu. The police have
since sealed the room and ini-
tiated a detailed investigation
into the case.

England link emerges in Khalistan
terror case: Police detain 
two aides in Pilibhit encounter
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BISWAJEET BANERJEE n
MAHAKUMBHNAGAR

The Yogi Adityanath gov-
ernment has implemented

comprehensive cyber security
measures to protect devotees
attending the Mahakumbh in
Prayagraj. To ensure the digi-
tal safety of an estimated 45
crore attendees, including
international visitors, a team of
56 specially trained cyber war-
riors has been deployed.
Superintendent of Police
(SSP) Rajesh Dwivedi, under
the Chief Minister’s direc-
tives,  is  overseeing the
“Digital Mahakumbh” initia-
tive, which aims to tackle
cybercrime through a detailed
action plan. Special cyber
help desks are being estab-
lished in all 56 police stations
across Mahakumbhnagar.
These help desks will be
staffed by experts conducting
round-the-clock cyber
patrolling to prevent fraud
and ensure a secure environ-
ment.
Awareness campaigns are
being launched to educate
devotees about potential

cyber threats. Films explain-
ing cybersecurity measures
will  be displayed on 40
Variable Messaging Displays
(VMDs) strategically installed
across the fairgrounds and
commissionerates.
Social media platforms like
Facebook, X, and Instagram,
along with advanced AI tools,
are being leveraged to dis-
seminate information and
alerts, ensuring devotees
remain vigilant against cyber-
criminals.
A dedicated cyber police sta-
tion has been set up to
address threats from fake

websites, fraudulent links,
and other cyber scams.
Devotees can report suspi-
cious activities, and prompt
action will be taken. The gov-
ernment has also introduced
a helpline number, 1920, for
inquiries and support related
to the Mahakumbh. Attendees
are advised to rely on gov-
ernment websites with the
“.gov.in” domain for authen-
tic information, while any
fake websites can be reported
to local police.
As part of its pre-emptive
measures, the state’s cyber
team has identified around 50

suspicious websites, and
action against these is already
underway. Mobile cyber
teams have a lso been
deployed to raise awareness
among devotees and address
online threats on a real-time
basis.
SSP Rajesh Dwivedi empha-
sized that the integration of
technology with security will
ensure a safe experience for
all attendees. He added that
the government’s efforts,
including setting up cyber
help desks, screening infor-
mational films, and taking
strict action against cyber-
criminals, are aimed at mak-
ing this Mahakumbh a seam-
less and secure event for
devotees.
This year’s Mahakumbh is not
only envisioned as a grand
spiritual gathering but also a
high-tech event, where tradi-
tion and modernity come
together. With these measures,
the Yogi government has set a
benchmark for ensuring digi-
tal safety in large-scale reli-
gious gatherings, making this
Mahakumbh a model for
future events.

56 Cyber warriors to digitally
safeguard devotees at Mahakumbh SAUGAR SENGUPTA n KOLKATA

Senior Bengal BJP leader
and former Barrackpore

MP Arjun Singh has refused
to budge from his stated posi-
tion accusing Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee of har-
bouring fundamentalist ele-
ments in the State for pursu-
ing her vote bank politics.
Singh who was on Friday
summoned by the State Police
but evade appearance at the
Jagaddal Police Station in
North 24 Parganas reiterated
his stance on Friday saying he
had only expressed his views
regarding the threat percep-
tion on State Opposition
Leader Suvendu Adhikari
accusing the Chief Minister of
allowing fundamentalist ele-
ments to carve out dens in the
State.
Singh had earlier said that
“Mamata Banerjee has joined
hands with the jihadi ele-
ments in order to get rid of
her political opponents …
she wants to el iminate
Suvendu Adhikari before the
2026 Assembly elections …
because she knows that once
she can do that her road to
victory will be clear.”

Singh’s statement came almost
in tandem with central intel-
ligence reports that some
extremist  groups of
Bangladesh were making
plans to attack Adhikari for
his “plain speak” against the
fundamentalist elements who
were daydreaming of dis-
membering India. 
Adhikari however said that if
there was any threat from the
organizations like Lashkar e
Toiba or Harkat ul
Mujahideen then the people
of Bengal and India would
protect him.
“I was earlier attacked by the
CPIM and TMC … now I
hear that the terrorist outfits
are targeting me but the peo-

ple of Bengal have always
responded against  such
actions ... Let the subversive
activists do their job, and I
will do mine… and if there is
an attack then the people will
give a reply,” he said. 
Referring to the recent arrests
of  terror moles f rom
Murshidabad and South 24
Parganas --- by the Assam
and Jammu and Kashmir
Police --- and subsequent
revelations that they had
acquired aadhar cards, pan
cards and even passports and
voter ID cards, Singh said that
mos4t of the civic volunteers
who had been appointed to
assist  the police by the
Trinamool Congress

Government were members
of Jamaat.
“You will find Jamaat terror-
ists in every police station.
Ninety percent of the civic
volunteers who check our
passports are Jamaat sup-
porters … it is unfortunate
that the Assam Police are
capturing terrorists in Bengal.
They work for the country
whereas the Bengal Police
only work for the State and
the party,” Singh said. 
Subsequently a police com-
plaint was filed against the
former Barrackpore MP by a
lo ca l  TMC le ader  w ho
alleged that Singh’s defama-
tory comments had blem-
ished the Chief Minister’s
image and caused injury to
her.
Meanwhile, Bengal Minister
Firhad Hakim once again
accused Singh and other BJP
leaders for trying to malign
the Mamata Banerjee
Government saying there was
no terrorist in Bengal.

“There is no terrorist in
Bengal … it is the ploy of
these BJP leaders who have
been repeatedly defeated in
the elections to malign the
TMC Government,” he said.

BISWAJEET BANERJEE n
LUCKNOW

In a heartfelt tribute, Asim
Arun, a former IPS officer

and Special Protection Group
(SPG) commando during
Manmohan Singh’s tenure as
Prime Minister, reminisced
about the late leader’s deep
attachment to his humble
Maruti 800, a reflection of his
unassuming nature and mid-
dle-class roots.
Now an MLA from Uttar
Pradesh's Kannauj Sadar,
Arun took to social media
platform X to share his mem-
ories following Singh’s demise
at the age of 92 on Thursday
night at AIIMS Delhi. Arun’s
poignant post captured the
simplicity that defined Singh’s
personality, even during his
time as the head of the nation.
Reflecting on his time as
Singh’s bodyguard from 2004
onwards, Arun wrote, “Dr.
Singh owned just one car—a
modest Maruti 800. It was
always parked behind the
shiny BMWs at the Prime
Minister’s residence. Despite
the grandeur surrounding
him, his heart remained with
his Maruti.”
Singh often expressed his
longing for the car, Arun
recalled. “He would say to me,
‘Asim, I don’t like traveling in
this car (BMW); my vehicle is
this one (the Maruti).’ I would
explain that the BMW was
equipped with essential secu-
rity features, but whenever the
convoy passed the Maruti,
he would look at it fondly, as
if reaffirming his identity as

a middle-class person who
cared deeply for the common
man.”
Asim Arun also shed light on
the unique role he played in
Singh’s life during those years.
“The SPG provides the clos-
est security for the Prime
Minister.  As Assistant
Inspector General of the
Close Protection Team, I was
never far from him. If only
one bodyguard was allowed,
it would be me. My responsi-
bility was to stay with him like
a shadow,” Arun wrote.
Singh, known for his humil-
ity,  intel lect ,  and calm
demeanor, served as India’s
Prime Minister from 2004 to
2014 and was widely cele-
brated as the architect of
India’s economic liberaliza-
tion during his tenure as
finance minister in 1991.
“His attachment to the Maruti
800 wasn’t just about nostal-
gia—it reflected the essence of
who he was: a leader deeply
rooted in simplicity and a

beacon of hope for the mid-
dle class,” Arun added.
Manmohan Singh’s passing
has left a wave of mourning
across the country, but stories
like these ensure his legacy of
humility and service to the
nation will endure for gener-
ations.
Meanwhile, Uttar Pradesh
government has declared a
seven-day state mourning to
honor the demise of former
Prime Minister Dr.
Manmohan Singh,  who
passed away on Thursday
night at AIIMS, New Delhi, at
the age of 92. 
The mourning period will
commence on December 26
and continue until January 1,
2025.
During this period,  the
national flag will fly at half-
mast across government
buildings in the state, and no
entertainment programs will
be organized by the state gov-
ernment, as per official orders
issued on Friday.

Former SPG commando recalls Manmohan Singh’s love for Maruti 800

PTI n CHANDIGARH

Panjab University Friday
organised a condolence

meeting to pay homage to for-
mer prime minister and dis-
tinguished alumnus Dr
Manmohan Singh.
The gathering was attended by
Vice Chancellor Prof Renu
Vig, Registrar Y P Verma and
faculty and other staff.
During the meeting, tributes
were paid to Singh, as attendees
reflected on his contributions
to the nation and his associa-
tion with the university.
Another condolence meeting
was also organised jointly by
the Department of Economics
and the Panjab University
Alumni Association.
Manmohan Singh did his
Master's in Economics in 1954
from the university and came
first in his class. He was a
Senior Lecturer (1957-1959),
Reader in Economics (1959-
1963) and Professor of
Economics (1963-1965) at PU.
A Chair was established after
him in the department.
Smita Sharma, Associate
Professor and chairperson of
the Economics Department at
PU, remembered him as the
architect of economic reforms
in the country.
Sharma, who also studied at
PU, showed the media the
room where Singh used to sit
with other faculty.

She said her teacher Prof V K
Gupta was Manmohan Singh's
student at the university.
"Dr Singh is our university's
most distinguished alumnus,"
she said. Former Union
Minister and Congress' sitting
MP from Chandigarh, Manish
Tewari said his association
with Manmohan Singh goes
back to the time when his par-
ents and the ex-PM were
neighbours in Panjab
University here.
"He knew me almost from the
day I opened my eyes in this
world," Tewari said.
"How strange are the ways of
God. I was supposed to call on
him tomorrow (Saturday) in
the morning," Tewari posted on
X, "Soft Spoken, Erudite, intel-
ligent but firm he was an inspi-
ration for millions of young
people for whom he opened up

the doors of opportunity with
the Economic liberalisation in
1991," he said.
Tewari said through all these
years he shared a personal
relationship with him and also
served as the Union Minister of
Information & Broadcasting in
his government.
"I recall anchoring his Mega
Press Conference on 3rd
January 2014 where he gave an
exhaustive overview of his 10
years as Prime Minister," said
Tewari.
Former Union Minister Pawan
Kumar Bansal said Singh used
to have a free discussion with
his cabinet colleagues and used
to encourage junior colleagues
a lot.Bansal, a Congress leader
and former MP from
Chandigarh, recalled former
US President Barack Obama
once saying: "If there were to be

five leaders like Dr Manmohan
Singh in the world, it would be
a different world."
Bansal said the nation will
always be indebted to Singh for
turning around the economy.
"I had the privilege to work in
his councils of ministers. A
great administrator, he was a
superb human being with
unparalleled humility," he said.
Former Punjab deputy chief
minister and Congress leader O
P Soni also paid tributes to
Manmohan Singh.
"I had met him three to four
months ago at his Delhi home.
He had so much love for
Amritsar and Punjab. When he
was PM, we got so much work
done for Amritsar, its industry,"
Soni said.
When asked if Amritsar is also
known for its rich food, did
Singh, who spent his childhood
days in the holy city, have any
preference for any local dish,
Soni said, "he always preferred
to have simple food. However,
he used to love Sarson Ka
Saag."
Soni, who lives in the central
part of Amritsar, said, "when
my father passed away in 2015,
he visited my house to offer
condolence".
Manmohan Singh, the architect
of India's economic reforms,
passed away on Thursday night
at Delhi's All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS). He
was 92.

Panjab University organised condolence
meet to pay homage to alumnus Manmohan

PTI n MUMBAI

Anti-graft activist Anna
Hazare on Friday condoled

the death of former prime
minister Manmohan Singh and
said he was against corruption.
Hazare, who had led a massive
agitation against corruption
during Singh's tenure in the
early 2010s, said the former PM
took swift decisions concerning
his demands for the Lokpal and
Lokayukta Act.
“Those who are born have to
die, but some leave memories
and their legacy behind. Singh
gave a new direction to the
country's economy,” Hazare
told PTI in his native village
Ralegan Siddhi in
Maharashtra's Ahilyanagar dis-
trict.Recalling his protests
against graft in the government
led by Singh, the octogenarian
activist said the former PM
invited him for talks and took
quick decisions.
“He was against corruption
and took immediate decisions
regarding the Lokpal and
Lokayukta Act. He always
thought about the country and
how best he could work for its
people,” Hazare said. He always
prioritised the welfare of the
country and society, said the
activist.

Manmohan was
against
corruption, says
Anna Hazare

STAFF REPORTER n
GURUGRAM

Acrime branch team of the
Gurugram police have

arrested four accused for
allegedly killing a 19-year-old
youth over a dispute over a
mobile phone, police said.
The victim was identified as
Ashish a resident of Bhangrola
village of Gurugram, who was
an auto driver.
The accused have been iden-
tified as Brijesh alias Rinku,
Umesh alias Nahne Arvinder
Kumar, all residents of Uttar
Prades,h, and Siyasaran Sahu
alias Sibbu of Madhya
Pradesh.
According to the police, on
December 22, they received
information that a body of a
person was lying in the water
filled in the green belt of
Dwarka Expressway near the
village of Harsaru. 
On receiving the information,
the police team reached the
spot and discovered the body.
The spot was also inspected by
the police's scene-of-crime,
FSL and fingerprint teams.
"After inspection of the
deceased and the spot, efforts
were made by the police team
to identify the deceased, as a
result of which the deceased
was identified as Ashish,"
Varun Dahiya, ACP (crime)
said.

The deceased's father told the
police through a written com-
plaint that his son Ashish
used to drive an auto on rent.
His son had injury marks on
his head and his neck was tied
with a muffler. Some unknown
person has murdered his son. 
Based on his complaint, a
case was registered under the
relevant sections in Sector-10
police station, Gurugram.
During interrogation, a police
team of Inspector Jagveer
Singh, Incharge Crime Branch
Palam Vihar, Gurugram,
nabbed the accused on
Thursday from Kankarola
Road, Gurugram.
During police interrogation, it
was found that the accused
lived on rent in Kankarola.
Brijesh was acquainted with
Ashish, the deceased. 
"Ashish had forcibly taken the
mobile phone of accused
Brijesh.  After this, on the night
of December 21 and 22,
Brijesh, along with his other
companions, went to meet
Ashish in Bhangrola village,e,
and there they had an alterca-
tion with Ashish. 
After this, the accused hit
Ashish on the head with a brick
and put him in the auto and
strangled him with a muffler
and killed Ashish and threw the
body in the green belt of
Dwarka Expressway and fled,"
Dahiya said.

Gurugram Police Crime
Branch arrests for killing
youth over dispute

Didi wants to remove Suvendu 
thorn before polls, says BJP leader Arjun 



With the rising costs
of living, an increas-
ing number of par-

ents are reevaluating the con-
ventional approach to educa-
tion. An increasing number of
families nationwide are view-
ing homeschooling as a legit-
imate and empowering
option compared to tradition-
al education systems. 
The choice is influenced not
only by financial considera-
tions but also by a commit-
ment to nurture the child in
a manner that aligns with
their unique needs and the
family’s values. For many
years, traditional education-
al institutions have been the
cornerstone of childhood
learning. However, nowa-
days, an ever-growing num-
ber of parents are questioning
whether the significant
expenses associated with pri-
vate education, or even the
costs of public schooling,
truly justify the investment.
The homeschooling move-
ment presents a compelling
argument: education can
occur beyond the confines of
traditional classrooms. The
main factor driving this
change is the expense
involved. Education, particu-
larly in private schools, often

presents a challenging list of
costs: tuition, uniforms, trans-
portation, extracurriculars,
and supplies. Homeschooling
greatly alleviates these finan-
cial burdens. Parents now
have the opportunity to invest
in essential resources such as
top-notch educational mate-
rials, online courses, or tai-
lored coaching—all designed
to cater to their child’s unique
needs. 
Moreover, homeschooling
encourages families to tap
into their creativity and
resourcefulness. Libraries, free
online resources, and com-
munity programmes provide
abundant learning opportuni-
ties with minimal or no
expense. In a time filled with
numerous digital resources,
parents have the ability to
craft a curriculum that is
both cost-effective and thor-
ough. In addition to reducing
expenses, there are numerous

other factors contributing to
the rising popularity of home-
schooling. 
Parents hold the view that
homeschooling can signifi-
cantly enhance a child’s per-
sonal and academic develop-
ment. In contrast to conven-
tional educational institu-
tions, homeschooling offers
remarkable flexibility, allow-
ing lessons to align with a
child’s interests, learning pace,
and preferred methods of
engagement. 
A student passionate about
science, for instance, can ded-
icate additional time to exper-
iments and practical activities,
while those with a flair for the
arts can unleash their creativ-
ity free from the limitations of
a rigid schedule. Another key
factor is the importance of
comprehensive development.
Homeschooling transcends
traditional textbooks and
offers genuine, real-world
learning experiences.
Cooking transforms into a
blend of maths and chem-
istry; gardening embodies
principles of biology and sus-
tainability; a visit to the muse-
um or park imparts lessons in
history and ecology. 
These activities,  along with
practical knowledge, foster

family connections—some-
thing that seems rare in
today’s world. Certainly,
homeschooling comes with
its drawbacks. Concerns have
been voiced by critics regard-
ing socialisation and the stress
it imposes on parents.
Nevertheless, families who
choose to homeschool have
found innovative ways to
address these issues, includ-
ing forming co-op groups,
engaging in community
sports, and coordinating
group field trips. 
This signifies a movement
towards appreciating cost-
effectiveness, adaptability, and
personal expression in educa-
tion—a tendency expected to
expand as households adjust
to financial circumstances.
Ultimately, homeschooling
transcends being merely an
educational option; it embod-
ies a declaration of empower-
ment. For parents aiming to
reshape education in a way
that resonates with their val-
ues, this journey offers not
just information but a pro-
foundly rewarding experi-
ence for both themselves and
their children.

(The writer is a motivator
and a freelance writer; views

are personal)

The man with the vision and selfless dedication to the nation, Dr Manmohan Singh
is no more. Dr Singh passed away on December 26, 2024, at the age of 92. Dr
Singh, a towering figure in Indian politics and economics, breathed his last at the

All India Institute of Medical Sciences. His demise marks the end of an era defined by
humility, intellect and steadfast dedication to nation-building. Dr Manmohan Singh’s con-
tributions to India’s economic and political landscape are unparalleled. Widely regard-
ed as the architect of India’s 1991 economic reforms, Singh’s tenure as Finance Minister
under Prime Minister PV Narasimha Rao was transformative. At a time when the Indian
economy teetered on the brink of bankruptcy, Singh introduced a series of bold mea-
sures that liberalised the economy, dismantled the license raj and opened the doors to
foreign investment. These reforms not only rescued India from an economic crisis but
also set the stage for decades of robust growth and development. During his tenure,

Singh’s policies prioritised the devaluation of the rupee,
moderation of taxes, privatisation of public sector enter-
prises and encouragement of Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI). These initiatives catalysed India’s transition into
a globally integrated economy and solidified his rep-
utation as one of the nation’s most accomplished econ-
omists.
Known as a reluctant politician, Dr Singh’s foray into
politics was driven by a profound sense of duty rather
than ambition. When he assumed the role of Prime
Minister in 2004, heading the Congress-led United
Progressive Alliance (UPA) government, he brought the
same commitment and vision that had defined his

career as an economist. Serving two consecutive terms until 2014, Singh’s leadership
was marked by both humility and resolve. One of the most defining moments of his
tenure was the Indo-US nuclear deal in 2008, a landmark agreement that underscored
his courage and conviction. Despite staunch opposition from the Left Front, which led
to their withdrawal of support, Singh’s government survived a vote of confidence, thanks
to the support of the Samajwadi Party. The deal elevated India’s status on the global
stage and symbolised his unyielding dedication to the nation’s strategic interests. Dr
Singh was often described as a ‘gentleman leader,’ a man of integrity who preferred
dialogue over confrontation. His humility was legendary, yet he was resolute when it
came to principles. Throughout his career, he commanded respect across party lines,
not just for his intellect but for his moral rectitude. His tenure as Prime Minister may
have been criticised for perceived passivity, but his calm demeanour and quiet deter-
mination left an indelible mark on Indian governance. A seven-day period of mourning
is a fitting tribute by the nation to a great visionary. His last rites will be conducted with
full state honours. While his absence leaves a void, his contributions to India’s progress
and his example of selfless service will continue to inspire generations. Om Shanti.

A silent crusader

in India and her public statements against
the interim government have strained rela-
tions between the two countries, which
have further been worsened by the per-
secution of Hindus and other minorities
in Bangladesh. 
India is examining the request on legal
grounds, but India can refuse extradition,
citing political nature or justice-related
concerns, but ultimately it is going to be
for purely political reasons. The ball is
firmly in India’s court, and if India sends
her back, we would seal her fate as she is
bound to face the death penalty in Dhaka,
and if it rejects this request, then we should
be ready for more hostility from our neigh-
bour, and our ties would go from bad to
worse. Whatever India chose to do will
have long-term ramifications on this
whole region.  

Bal Govind | Noida

EMPOWERING RURAL ECONOMY
Madam — The government is committed
to revitalising the rural economy through
cooperation, recently inaugurating 10,000
Multipurpose Primary Agricultural Credit

Societies (PACS). These societies not
only generate employment but also ensure
optimal resource availability and connect
farmers’ produce to international markets,
aligning with the vision of “Prosperity
through Cooperation.” 
PACS, as the cornerstone of the cooper-
ative three-tier structure, play a pivotal role
in rural upliftment by addressing needs
like credit, fertilisers, storage, and water
management. The government aims to
establish 2 lakh PACS in five years,
strengthening rural infrastructure and pro-
moting unity, harmony, and self-reliance.
To revive dormant PACS and establish new
ones, a detailed Standard Operating
Procedure (SOP) has been developed, tar-
geting the setup of PACS in 15,000 villages.
These societies are evolving into hubs of
multifaceted services, including digital
amenities like ticket bookings and finan-
cial inclusion via RuPay Kisan Credit
Cards and micro-ATMs. 

R K Jain | Barwani

MANMOHAN SINGH PASSES AWAY
Madam — The sad demise of former PM
Dr Manmohan Singh is an irreplaceable
loss to the nation. Singh will be remem-
bered as the statesman who saved the
Indian economy from going over the edge.
When he took over as finance minister in
the minority government of Narasimha
Rao in 1991, the Indian economy was very
close to sovereign default. Foreign
exchange reserves were barely enough to
cover a month of imports, and the coun-
try had to suffer the ignominy of having
to ship its gold reserves to England.
All of that would change with the famous
1991 Budget which Manmohan Singh pre-
sented, and the industrial deregulation that
accompanied the Budget. Hailed as an
architect of India’s economic liberalisation,
he served as Prime Minister from 2004 to
2014. During his tenure, he spearheaded
transformative policies that shaped India’s
modern economic landscape. His leader-
ship saw India achieve its highest GDP
growth rates, and his role in the Indo-US
nuclear deal significantly enhanced India’s
global stature. India is on its way to becom-
ing the third-largest economy in the
world in a couple of years, and the seeds
of India’s growth story were sowed during
the economic reforms. More than three
decades later, there is as big a consensus
for reforms in India as there was opposi-
tion to it when the process started.

N Sadhasiva Reddy | Bengaluru

DIPLOMATIC CHALLENGE FOR INDIA  
Madam— A formal request by Bangladesh
to India to extradite former Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, who fled to India after she
was ousted by mass student-led protests,
poses a severe diplomatic challenge for
India. Dhaka has chosen her path, and it
does not seem to be interested in normal-
ising ties with India; hence this extradi-
tion path. The extradition request and the
political developments around Hasina’s
asylum in India have the potential to influ-
ence India-Bangladesh relations signifi-
cantly, and it requires deft diplomatic han-
dling by both nations. Hasina’s presence
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Tourists enjoy paragliding after fresh snowfall, in Solang valley in Manali PTI LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

Dr Manmohan Singh a reluctant politician yet a resilient

leader and a gentleman is no more but his legacy lives on 

Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu has
echoed similar sentiments,
advocating for larger families
in his state. 
However, such approaches
seem out of step with modern
India’s aspirations. India is
not experiencing a population
decline but rather a slowdown
in growth. 
According to the National
Family Health Survey-5
(NFHS-5), the Total Fertility
Rate (TFR) has dropped to 2.0,
below the replacement level of
2.1. This trend reflects
advancements in education,
healthcare, and women’s
autonomy. While policymak-
ers globally view such develop-
ments as markers of progress,
Bhagwat’s remarks frame this
demographic shift as a cultur-
al and religious issue, perpet-
uating communal narratives
that risk deepening societal
divisions.
Bhagwat’s outdated stance
ignores this historical context
and the progress India has
made in population stabilisa-
tion through education,
healthcare, and women’s
empowerment. The RSS’s
vision aligns with traditional
family structures, where
women are expected to priori-
tise domestic roles. 
By advocating for larger fam-
ilies, Bhagwat inadvertently
reinforces these outdated
norms, perpetuating cycles of

dependency and limiting
women’s agency.
Central to Bhagwat’s argu-
ment is a patriarchal notion
that reduces women to their
reproductive roles. His call
for more children disregards
women’s aspirations, autono-
my, and wellbeing, placing an
undue burden on them.
Resource Constraints
With a population exceeding
1.4 billion, India faces severe
resource constraints, including
food insecurity, water scarcity,
and unemployment.
Increasing family sizes would
exacerbate these issues, placing
further strain on public ser-
vices and natural resources.
India’s youth population, often
hailed as a demographic divi-
dend, grapples with high
unemployment rates. 
The Centre for Monitoring
Indian Economy (CMIE)
reports that unemployment
among those aged 15-29
exceeds 20 per cent. Without
job creation, additional popu-
lation growth risks turning this
dividend into a liability. India
is among the countries most
vulnerable to climate change.
Global policymakers advocate
for sustainable development,
making Bhagwat’s vision seem
misaligned with contemporary
priorities.
Cultural and Ethical
Disconnect
India’s ethos is rooted in diver-
sity, balance, and individual

choice. Bhagwat’s remarks dis-
miss these values, echoing
authoritarian tendencies that
clash with Indian democracy.
Family planning decisions are
deeply personal and should
not be influenced by socio-
political agendas. 
Intervening in such choices
undermines personal free-
doms and contradicts the prin-
ciples of modern India. In a
country where maternal mor-
tality remains a concern and
reproductive healthcare is
uneven, urging women to
have more children intensifies
existing vulnerabilities. Instead
of alarmist rhetoric, India’s
leadership should focus on for-
ward-looking policies to
address demographic con-
cerns constructively: Improved
access to education, particular-
ly for girls, is key to stabilising
population growth. Educated
women are more likely to
make informed reproductive
choices, contributing to sus-
tainable demographics and
enhancing Healthcare.
Investing in maternal and
child healthcare can reduce
mortality rates and improve
quality of life. 
Policies empowering the youth
and enhancing employability
can transform India’s demo-
graphic potential into an asset.

(Writer is a senior political
analyst and strategic affairs

columnist; views are 
personal)

Why RSS chief’s push for

large families is out of step

Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) chief
Mohan Bhagwat’s
recent appeal for larg-
er families, framed as

a response to perceived demo-
graphic challenges, reveals a
worldview rooted in traditional-
ism. This perspective clashes
with the progressive social, cultur-
al, and economic ethos of mod-
ern India. While presented as a
solution to counter declining
population trends, Bhagwat’s
remarks have ignited debates
over their communal under-
tones, potential to deepen gender
inequality, and disconnection
from contemporary realities.
Bhagwat’s remarks are part of a
larger discourse on demograph-
ic imbalances, often aimed at
minority communities. This
rhetoric fosters fear, undermines
social harmony, and contradicts
India’s pluralistic traditions.
Today’s youth prioritise quality of
life over larger families, influenced
by rising living costs, career aspi-
rations, and financial stability.
Bhagwat’s appeal appears dis-
connected from these realities,
highlighting a gap between tradi-
tionalist agendas and contempo-
rary Indian values.
The RSS chief ’s observations
clash with India’s family planning
efforts from the late 1960s and
1970s when the emphasis was on
small families. Even former Prime
Minister Indira Gandhi, during
her tenure, highlighted the dan-
gers of unchecked population
growth, stressing the need for
planned families. 
Bhagwat’s outdated stance ignores
this historical context and the
progress India has made in pop-
ulation stabilisation through edu-
cation, healthcare, and women’s
empowerment. Bhagwat’s propos-
al for families to have more chil-
dren is based on the argument
that declining fertility rates threat-
en the survival and dominance of
certain communities. 
This narrative, often accompanied
by alarmist rhetoric about popu-
lation imbalances, underscores
divisive politics. Although demo-
graphic trends warrant atten-
tion, his suggested solution dis-
regards socio-economic realities
and entrenches regressive norms.
Interestingly, Andhra Pradesh

ICC fines Virat Kohli

BHAGWAT’S
OUTDATED STANCE

IGNORES THIS
HISTORICAL

CONTEXT AND THE
PROGRESS INDIA

HAS MADE IN
POPULATION

STABILIZATION
THROUGH

EDUCATION,
HEALTHCARE, AND

WOMEN’S
EMPOWERMENT

Homeschooling: Affordable
and holistic education option

V
irat Kohli found himself in an awkward
situation when he was in the midst of a
controversy over an altercation with

Australian debutant Sam Konstas. It was a
lucky escape for Virat Kohli on day 1 of the
fourth test at Melbourne, which otherwise
would have ended as a typical ‘Boxing’ Day
episode. The 19-year-old teenager has not
spared the Indian bowlers, including Jasprit

Bumrah, in his attacking 60 runs, which was
a treat to watch. It was an intentional act cap-
tured in-camera when Kohli appeared to be
dashed against Konstas in the middle while
walking across, which sparked an encounter.
Watching this, the Aussie legend Ricky
Ponting and England’s Michael Vaughan were
quick to voice their opinions, calling for ICC
action.
Kohli has been slapped with a fine of 20 per-
cent of his match fee and given one demerit
point by the ICC as well. This is not the expect-
ed behaviour from a batter who played 121
tests, 295 ODIs, and 125 T20s. If Kohli was
baffled by Konstas belligerence, he should
have proved his worth as a batter in the mid-
dle rather than engaged himself with the intim-
idating tactics, which can be construed as
cheap for all his calibre. 

A P Thiruvadi | Chennai

K S TOMAR

RACHNA LAKHPATI

Homeschooling is  transforming its image from an unconventional option to a

widely accepted educational route as many parents opt for this affordable choice 

By advocating outdated solutions to demographic trends, Bhagwat’s vision risks
deepening societal divisions and ignoring the socio-economic realities of today
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SHEIKH HASINA
HAS YET TO BE
SENTENCED TO
ANY PERIOD OF
IMPRISONMENT
OR DETENTION.
ALSO, SHE CAN

VERY WELL CLAIM
THAT IT WOULD BE

“UNJUST OR
OPPRESSIVE” TO
EXTRADITE HER

BECAUSE THE
ACCUSATION

AGAINST HER HAD
NOT BEEN MADE IN

“GOOD FAITH IN
THE INTEREST OF

JUSTICE”, AND
ARE A RESULT OF

PURE
VINDICTIVENESS

Ihave come to seek your support and valuable vote, as I have
decided to stand for re-election, declared the bespectacled, heavy-
set, middle-aged man–dressed in an off-white safari suit–rather

pompously, as he stood with folded hands at the door of my house,
surrounded by a bevy of churches and churches, who suitably nod-
ded their head in unison. “Vote for which re-election?” I muttered
under my breath, irritated at the uncalled-for intrusion into my pri-
vacy on a rather lazy Sunday morning.” I am the President” he replied
sheepishly, maybe taken aback at my nonchalant reply. “I had decid-
ed not to stand for this year’s election due to increased profes-
sional and personal commitments-actually I had desired to give
someone younger a chance to bear the responsibility, and take a
backseat- but had to relent under the immense pressure from fel-
low residents, who want my leadership for a further period of three
years” he continued, his voice a cocktail of benevolence and benef-
icence for his ‘supporters’, and the seasoned politician’s chicanery.
“But isn’t Mrs. Draupadi Murmu the President?” I retor ted, fur ther
trying to pull his leg. “Malhotra jee, I am the President of our Resident
Welfare Association (RWA) for the past several years,” he said, flab-
bergasted, a tad angry and certainly deeply offended at my failure
to recognize him, and worse, acknowledge his self-perceived exalt-
ed status.Although I had recognised him the moment he pressed
the doorbell of my house, and I opened the front door to face him,

my innate aversion to people who like to throw their weight around
and flaunt uncalled-for appellations came for th with all its bitter-
ness.
Nonetheless, realizing that the man was getting increasingly exas-
perated at my manoeuvrings, I salvaged the situation by promis-
ing to cast my vote in his favour and profusely apologized to him
for my failure to identify his ‘Excellency’, with the pretext that my
better half is the face of our family for outside interactions, while
I busy myself in mundane things, like reading and writing. Not too
surprisingly, denizens of my beloved Dilli, sitting on the centre of
power since the dawn of history, have a deeply ingrained fascina-
tion for posts and titles- which proliferate dime a dozen- and take
a macho and perverse pride in flaunting them, with the same exu-
berance with which a child displays his or her toy, albeit not with
the same innocence. 
This fact is borne out in the form of roadside boards and car num-
ber plates, which often bear vague titles- such as ‘Secretary, Youth
Media Cell, ABC party, B-block, Village XYZ’. A carryforward from
the era of the Mughals and British imperialists, this is a desperate
shot to seek the much-desired VVIP status, at least in the circle
one operates in. Thus, it is not unknown to find members of RWAs
who run vir tual fiefdoms in their associations, maybe as recom-
pense for the voluntary service rendered in serving the communi-
ty. The perks could include a free car wash and laundry facility, use
of funds near the residence where the self-styled Maharajas live,
et al.
One can only speculate as to what would happen if this maniac
lure of titles and appellations invaded the next, and perhaps the last
bastion of community living, the home. Then, it would be no sur-
prise to see name boards outside individual residences read like
this: 1/103, Beverly Park: APS Malhotra, President; Sonia Malhotra
Vice President; Dr. Mehak Malhotra, Secretary (in absentia). In fam-
ilies with matriarchal tendencies, the designations could be reversed.
Well, worth a thought!

(The author is a freelance writer; views are personal)

FIRSTCOLUMN
HUNGER FOR 

POWER

How much of the goods
and services purchased
by government depart-

ments and public sector enter-
prises come from women-
owned businesses? This crucial
question is rarely asked, and it
underscores the need for gen-
der-responsive procurement
policies in India and across
South Asia. With government
procurement “accounting for
an average of 12 per cent of
gross domestic product (GDP)
in OECD countries, and up to
30 per cent of GDP in many
developing countries,” the
untapped economic potential
for women entrepreneurs to
contribute as suppliers of solu-
tions to governments is
immense. 
Yet, globally, women-owned
enterprises still win only 1 per
cent of this significant public

procurement market.
WEConnect International is
actively working to bridge this
gap. Our efforts are making
headway, especially in coun-
tries such as India, where pol-
icy frameworks are beginning
to reflect a greater emphasis on
gender inclusivity.
The central government has
increasingly prioritised
women-centric policies, evi-
dent from the substantial rise
in gender budget allocations,
which is another way to sup-
port women and girls in addi-
tion to buying their products
and services. For example, in 
2013-14, Rs 97,134 crore was
earmarked for women’s welfare
and empowerment. By 2024-
25, this figure had reached Rs
3.27 lakh crore, marking a 19
per cent increase over the
actual gender budget expendi

ture of 2023-24 and a 218.8 per
cent increase since 2013-14.
For 2024, the Gender Budget
accounts for 6.5 per cent of the
Union Budget, the highest
since the Gender Budget
Statement was introduced in
2005-06. 
The Statement serves as a
vital tool for ministries review-
ing programmes from a gen-
der perspective to ensure that
more resources are being allo-

cated to benefit women and
girls. In the last year (2023-24),
the actual expenditure on gen-
der budgeting was 16 per cent
higher (Rs 2.75 lakh crore)
than the total budgeted
amount (Rs 2.38 lakh crore).
The Indian government’s
Public Procurement Policy for
Micro and Small Enterprises
(MSEs) Order, 2018, exempli-
fies this progress. The policy
mandates that every central
ministry, department, and
PSU must procure at least 25
per cent of their needs from
MSEs, with 3 per cent specif-
ically reserved for women-
owned micro and small enter-
prises. There has been progress
since the mandated 3 per cent
procurement target for
women-owned MSEs was
introduced in 2018. Public
procurement from these enter-

prises has risen from almost
zero in 2017-18 to 1.8 per cent
in 2023-24. 
The number of women-owned
(owned and controlled by
women having the minimum
financial interest of 51 per cent
of the capital and with women
constituting at least 51 per cent
of generated employment)
MSEs benefiting from public
procurement grew from 1,410
(accounting for Rs 232.56
crore) to 21,128 (Rs 3056.4
crore) in six years. 
While the evidence is encour-
aging, there are still gaps and

challenges that, if addressed,
could help India achieve a
more gender-inclusive public
procurement ecosystem. For
example, there is currently no
independent body to resolve
complaints in the procure-
ment system, leaving unhap-
py bidders with only two
options: filing complaints
directly with the purchasing
entity or taking them to arbi-
tration or court as outlined in
the General Financial Rules
(GFR) 2017. 
Generally, there is a pressing
need for transparency, well-
defined processes, and a robust
mechanism for addressing
grievances in tender and pro-
curement procedures so that
women-owned businesses
receive constructive feedback if
their bids are unsuccessful.
This would enable them to

refine their future proposals
and compete more effectively.
Such measures would help
mitigate biases in tendering
and procurement processes
that disproportionately disad-
vantage women-owned enter-
prises. The government could
also pass procurement legisla-
tion to standardise bidding
processes using a central law
that sets national standards and
state laws that fit specific needs,
with the central government
providing comprehensive over-
sight. 
Public authorities could also
sensitise officials on the need
to counteract gender biases that
may influence the design of
procurement processes. A
strong starting point would be
to appoint more women to
oversee public procurement
in government departments.

Public procurement from
women-owned enterprises in
India over the past six years has
grown at an average annual
growth rate of 70.5 per cent,
while the number of beneficia-
ry women entrepreneurs has
increased at an average annu-
al rate of 77 per cent because
the baseline was close to zero.
In 2023-24, total public pro-
curement in India reached Rs
1.70 lakh crore, highlighting a
growing opportunity for
women to engage with the
expanding public procurement
market in the world’s fastest-
growing economy. 
(The writer is CEO and Co-
Founder of WEConnect
International. With inputs from
Eroshan Alagaretnam, Regional
Director for South Asia,
WEConnect International.
Views are personal)

Unlocking economic potential: Bridging the gender gap in public procurement

Lure for power is a universal phenomenon
but in the capital, it is at next level

APS MALHOTRA

ELIZABETH A VAZQUEZ

India faces a pivotal decision as it considers Bangladesh’s request to extradite
Sheikh Hasina, former Prime Minister and a steadfast ally

HIRANMAY KARLEKAR

India must stand firm against

Sheikh Hasina’s extradition

Awami League’s leaders and min-
isters in the party’s government. 
According to a report in The
Daily Star carried under the
headline, “No option but to suc-
ceed: Yunus” on August18, 2024,
Chief Adviser Muhammad Yunus
had said during a “Meet and
Greet” session with foreign diplo-
mats in Dhaka, “In their efforts
to stay in power, the Sheikh
Hasina dictatorship destroyed
every institution of the country.
Judiciary was broken. Democratic
rights were suppressed through a
brutal decade-and-a-half long
crackdown. Elections were rigged
blatantly. Generations of young
people grew up without exercis-
ing their voting rights. Banks
were robbed with full political
patronisation. And the state cof-
fer was plundered by abusing
power.”
Referring to a proposed Awami
League rally on November10,
2024, Muhammad Yunus’ press
secretary, Shafiqul Alam, had
written in a Facebook post on
November 9, “The Awami League
in its current form is a fascist
party. There is no way this fascist
party will be allowed to hold
protests in Bangladesh. Anyone
who would try to hold rally,
gathering and processions by
taking orders from the mass
murderer and dictator Sheikh
Hasina will face full force of the
law enforcing agencies.”
Leaders of the Anti-
Discrimination Students
Movement (ADSM), formed on
July 1, 2024, to carry the students’
struggle forward, and Jatiya
Nagarik Committee (National
Citizens Committee), formed on
8 September, 2024, to consolidate
the movement’s message and
political goals, have spoken in a
similar strident and denunciato-
ry vein.
According to a report by Ashibul
Islam Rifat in the Dhaka Tribune
(23 October, 2024) appearing

under the headline “Nahid:
Awami League will never be
allowed back into politics in our
lifetime,” Md Nahid Islam, an
ADSM leader who is now advi-
sor, in charge of  information and
broadcasting and other min-
istries, said at a discussion, that
the  Awami League’s return to
politics in the  manner and ide-
ology it previously adhered to
would be tantamount to “a
betrayal to the martyrs of the
uprising. And certainly, as long as
we are alive, we will not allow this
to happen.” Leaders of political
parties like the Bangladesh
Nationalist  Party and the
Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami
(Jamaat) have also denounced the
Awami League.
One can argue that the ICT, and
any other court where Sheikh
Hasina and other accused may be
tried, will ignore such vitupera-
tions and pronounce its judge-
ment on the basis of the evidence
and arguments placed before it.
A horse would guffaw on hearing
this. The judiciary has been
brought to heel through forced
resignations and dismissals. The
process began as early as August
10, 2024, when chief justice
Obaidul Hassan of the Supreme
Court and five judges of the
appellate division, resigned as
hundreds of students affiliated to
the ADSM gathered on the court
premises demanding that they
quit, and threatened to besiege
their residences if they did not.
On October 16, the new chief jus-
tice, Syed Refaat Ahmed, sent 12
High Court judges, appointed
during the Sheikh Hasina-led
Awami League rule, on leave fol-
lowing a demonstration in the
court premises by adherents of
the ADSM led by Hasnat
Abdullah and Sarjis Alam.
According to a report in
Bangladesh’s The Business
Standard on October 16 itself,
announcing the plan, Hasnat

Abdullah, had written in a
Facebook post on October 15, “In
demand of the resignation of the
fascist judges of the Awami
League, we will besiege the High
Court tomorrow (Wednesday)
at 11am.”
The ICT itself was reconstituted
on October 15, 2024, with Justice
Md Golam Mortuza Majumder
from the High Court Division of
Bangladesh Supreme Court as its
new chairman, and Justice Md
Shafiul Alam Mahmud and
retired District and Sessions
Judge Md Mohitul Haque Enam
Chowdhury as members of the
panel.
The result is a pliant judiciary and
the use of the justice system to per-
secute not only those associated
with the Awami League but civil
society activists, writers, journal-
ists and human rights activists. A
shocking example is the levelling
of a false murder charge against a
highly-respected senior advocate
of Bangladesh’s Supreme Court, ZI
Khan Panna. Referring to the
case, The Daily Star wrote in an
editorial titled “This weaponisation
of legal cases must stop” and pub-
lished on October 21, 2024, “Over
the two months and a half since
August 5, we have published mul-
tiple reports and editorials on the
indiscriminate filing of such mur-
der cases without any evidence,
mostly implicating the leaders,
activists, and suspected supporters
of the Awami League regime.
Even journalists and rights activists
were not spared. In many cases,
fabricated FIRs were filed. There
were also instances of the names
of accused in cases predating
August 5 being replaced. This is
nothing but a weaponisation of the
legal process for harassment and
political vendettas.” Will Sheikh
Hasina get justice in such a situa-
tion? 
(The author is Consulting Editor,
The Pioneer. The views expressed

are personal)

Sheikh Hasina must not be sent
back to Bangladesh in response
to the note verbale received from
that country’s interim govern-
ment calling for her extradition.

Dhaka’s move has followed the issue of
an arrest warrant by Bangladesh’s
International Crimes Tribunal (ICT)
against her and a number of her former
ministers, advisers, military and civil offi-
cials. The allegation? “Crimes against
humanity and genocide”. There are two
broad reasons why India should not send
her back. As prime minister of
Bangladesh, she has been a steadfast
friend of India whereas other heads of
that country’s government, except her
father, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, have
tended to be unfriendly. Second, she will,
by no means, receive a fair trial in
Bangladesh and perhaps even be lynched,
given the intense hostility of the current
rulers of Bangladesh harbour towards
her.
There will be solid legal basis for India’s
stand. Article 8 (1) (a) of the ‘Treaty
Between the Republic of India and the
People’s Republic of Bangladesh Relating
to Extradition,’ says that a person may not
be extradited if “he satisfies the
Requested State that it would, having
regard to all the circumstances, be unjust
or oppressive to extradite him” because,
in the words of Article 8 (1) (A) (iii), the
accusations against him “have not been
made in good faith in the interests of jus-
tice.” Besides Article 8 (2) reads, “A per-
son who has been convicted of an extra-
dition offence may not be extradited
therefor unless he was sentenced to
imprisonment or other form of detention
for a period of four months or more.”
Sheikh Hasina has yet to be sentenced to
any period of imprisonment or detention.
Also, she can very well claim that it would
be “unjust or oppressive” to extradite her
because the accusation against her had
not been made in “good faith in the inter-
est of justice”, and are a result of pure vin-
dictiveness. That she would be justified
in saying so becomes clear on consider-
ing the diatribes unleashed against her by
the advisers of the interim government
and the relentless persecution, including
involving in hundreds of false cases, of

In India, strides in gender budgeting and supportive policies are fostering greater opportunities for women entrepreneurs 
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China sanctions 7 companies over US military assistance to Taiwan

Germany’s president dissolves
parliament; polls on Feb 23

AP n BEIJING

The Chinese government
placed sanctions on seven

companies on Friday in
response to recent US
announcements of military
sales and aid to Taiwan, the
self-governing island that
China claims as part of its ter-
ritory.
The sanctions also come in

response to the recent approval
of the US government’s annu-
al defence spending bill, which
a Chinese Foreign Ministry
statement said “includes mul-
tiple negative sections on
China.”
China objects to American
military assistance for Taiwan
and often imposes sanctions on
related companies after a sale
or aid package is announced.
The sanctions generally have a

limited impact, because
American defence companies
don’t sell arms or other military
goods to China. The US is the
main supplier of weapons to
Taiwan for its defence.
The seven companies being
sanctioned are Insitu Inc.,
Hudson Technologies Co.,
Saronic Technologies, Inc.,
Raytheon Canada, Raytheon
Australia, Aerkomm Inc. and
Oceaneering International Inc.,
the Foreign Ministry state-
ment said. It said that “relevant
senior executives” of the com-
panies are also sanctioned,
without naming any.
Any assets they have in China
will be frozen, and organisa-
tions and individuals in China
are prohibited from engaging in
any activity with them, it said.
US President Joe Biden last
week authorised up to USD 571
million in Defence Department

material and services and mil-
itary education and training for
Taiwan. Separately, the Defence
Department announced that
USD 295 million in military
sales had been approved.
The US defence bill boosts mil-
itary spending to USD 895 bil-
lion and directs resources
toward a more confrontation-
al approach to China. It estab-
lishes a fund that could be used
to send military resources to
Taiwan in much the same way
that the US has backed
Ukraine. It also expands a ban
on US military purchases of
Chinese products ranging from
drone technology to garlic for
military commissaries.
Zhang Xiaogang, a Chinese
Defence Ministry spokesper-
son, said earlier this week that
the US is hyping up the “so-
called” threat from China to
justify increased military

spending. “US military spend-
ing has topped the world and
keeps increasing every year,” he
said at a press conference.
“This fully exposes the belliger-
ent nature of the US and its
obsession with hegemony and
expansion.”
The Foreign Ministry state-
ment said the US moves violate
agreements between the two
countries on Taiwan, interfere
in China’s domestic affairs and
undermine the nation’s sover-
eignty and territorial integrity.
Taiwan’s government said ear-
lier this month that China had
sent dozens of ships into near-
by seas to practice a blockade
of the island, a move that
Taiwan said undermined peace
and stability and disrupted
international shipping and
trade. China has not confirmed
or commented on the report-
ed military activity.

AP n FRANKFURT

German President Frank-
Walter Steinmeier on

Friday ordered parliament dis-
solved and set new elections for
February 23 in the wake of the
collapse of Chancellor Olaf
Scholz’s coalition, saying it was
the only way to give the coun-
try a stable government capa-
ble of tackling its problems. 
Scholz lost a confidence vote on
December 16 and leads a
minority government after his
unpopular and notoriously ran-
corous three-party coalition
collapsed on November 6 when
he fired his finance minister in
a dispute over how to revitalise
Germany’s stagnant economy. 
Steinmeier said he made the
decision because it was clear
after consultation with party
leaders that there was no agree-
ment among Germany’s polit-
ical parties on a majority for a
new government in the current
parliament.
“It is precisely in difficult times
like these that stability requires
a government capable of taking
action and a reliable majority
in parliament,” he said as he
made the announcement in
Berlin. 
“Therefore I am convinced
that for the good of our coun-
try new elections are the right
way.” 

Since the post-World War II
constitution doesn’t allow the
Bundestag to dissolve itself, it
was up to Steinmeier to decide
whether to dissolve parliament
and call an election. He had 21
days to make that decision.
Once parliament is dissolved,
the election must be held with-
in 60 days. Leaders of several
major parties agreed earlier on
the election date of February
23, seven months earlier than
originally planned.
Steinmeier warned about out-
side interference in the poll,
saying it is “a danger to democ-
racy, whether it is covert, as was
evidently the case recently in
the Romanian elections, or
open and blatant, as is current-
ly being practiced particularly
intensively on platform X.”
A top Romanian court
annulled the first round of the
country’s presidential election,
days after allegations emerged
that Russia ran a coordinated
online campaign to promote
the far-right outsider who won
the first round.
The campaign is already well
underway. Polls show Scholz’s
party trailing the conservative
opposition Union bloc led by
Friedrich Merz. Vice
Chancellor Robert Habeck of
the environmentalist Greens,
the remaining partner in
Scholz’s government, is also

bidding for the top job —
though his party is further
back. If recent polls hold up, the
likely next government would
be led by Merz as chancellor in
coalition with at least one other
party. 
Key issues include immigra-
tion, how to get the sluggish
economy going, and how best
to aid Ukraine in its struggle
against Russia. 
The populist, anti-immigra-
tion Alternative for Germany,
or AfD, which is polling strong-
ly, has nominated Alice Weidel
as its candidate for chancellor
but has no chance of taking the
job because other parties refuse
to work with it. 
Germany’s electoral system tra-
ditionally produces coalitions,
and polls show no party any-
where near an absolute major-
ity on its own. The election is
expected to be followed by
weeks of negotiations to form
a new government.
It’s only the fourth time that the
Bundestag has been dissolved
ahead of schedule under
Germany’s post-World War II
constitution. It happened under
Chancellor Willy Brandt in
1972, Helmut Kohl in 1982 and
Gerhard Schroeder in 2005.
Schroeder used the confidence
vote to engineer an early elec-
tion narrowly won by centre-
right challenger Angela Merkel.

Ukraine’s military intelligence says North
Korean troops suffering heavy losses
AP n KYIV

North Korean troops are
suffering heavy losses in

the fighting in Russia’s Kursk
region and facing logistical
difficulties as a result of
Ukrainian attacks, Ukraine’s
military intelligence has said.
The intelligence agency, known
under its acronym GUR, on
Thursday said Ukrainian
strikes near Novoivanovka
inflicted heavy casualties on
North Korean units. It said
North Korean troops also faced
supply issues and even short-
ages of drinking water.
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy said ear-
lier this week that 3,000 North
Korean troops have been killed
and wounded in the fighting in
the Kursk region. It marked the
first significant estimate by
Ukraine of North Korean casu-
alties several weeks after Kyiv
announced that North Korea
had sent 10,000 to 12,000
troops to Russia to help it in the

almost 3-year war.
The casualty disclosure came as
the Biden administration was
pressing to send as much mil-
itary aid as possible to Ukraine
before President-elect Donald
Trump takes over in January.
Ukrainian forces launched an
incursion into the Kursk region
in August, dealing a significant
blow to Russia’s prestige and
forcing it to deploy some of its
troops from eastern Ukraine,
where they were pressing a
slow-moving offensive.
The Russian army has been
able to reclaim some territory
in the Kursk region from
Ukrainian forces, but has failed
to fully dislodge them.
At the same time, Russia has
sought to break Ukraine’s resis-
tance with waves of strikes
with cruise missiles and drones
against Ukraine’s power grid
and other infrastructure.
The latest attack on Christmas
morning involved 78 missiles
and 106 drones, striking power
facilities, Ukraine’s air force

said. It claimed to have inter-
cepted 59 missiles and 54
drones and jammed 52 other
drones.
On Thursday, Russia attacked
Ukraine with 31 exploding
drones. Twenty were shot down
and another 11 didn’t reach
their target due to jamming, the
Ukrainian air force said.
As part of the daily barrage,
Russian forces also struck a
central market in Nikopol in
the Dnipropetrovsk region with
a drone, wounding eight peo-
ple, according to local author-
ities.
Russian President Vladimir
Putin threatened Thursday
that Russia could again hit
Ukraine with the new
Oreshnik hypersonic ballistic
missile that was first used in
a Nov 21 strike on the
Ukrainian city of Dnipro.
Speaking to reporters, Putin
said Russia has just a few
Oreshnik missiles, but added
that it wouldn’t hesitate to use
them on Ukraine.

Canadian ministers head to Palm Beach
for talks with Trump administration
AP n TORONTO

Two top Canadian Cabinet
ministers are visiting Palm

Beach to talk border security
and trade with the incoming
Donald Trump administration
as Trump threatens tariffs on all
Canadian products.
New Finance Minister
Dominic LeBlanc and Foreign
Minister Mélanie Joly will be in
Palm Beach, Florida on
Thursday for the talks this
week, said Jean-Sébastien
Comeau, a spokesman for
LeBlanc.
LeBlanc said last week he
would meet with Tom Homan,
Trump’s incoming “border
czar,” after Christmas to discuss
Canada’s plan to secure the bor-

der as part of a bid to avoid the
sweeping tariffs.
Comeau said LeBlanc and Joly
“look forward to building on
the discussions that took place
when the Prime Minister met
with President Trump at Mar-
a-Lago last month, as well as
the positive call the Ministers
held with Mr Tom Homan
earlier this month.”
“The Ministers intend to focus
on Canada’s efforts to combat
fentanyl trafficking and illegal
migration and the measures
outlined in Canada’s Border
Plan, as well as the negative
impacts that the imposition of
25% tariffs on Canadian goods
would have on both Canada
and the United States,” Comeau
added in a statement.

The Trump transition team
did not immediately respond to
a message seeking comment.
Trump keeps calling embattled
Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau the governor of
the 51st state and has threat-
ened to impose sweeping tar-
iffs if Canada does not stem
what he calls a flow of migrants
and drugs in the United States
— even though far fewer of
each cross into the US from
Canada than from Mexico,
which Trump has also threat-
ened. Canada has a billion-dol-
lar plan to increase security at
the border. LeBlanc last week
he discussed parts of the plan
with American officials and is
optimistic, but said they have
a lot of work ahead.

Nearly 70 migrants killed as boat sinks en route to Spain
Bamako (AP): Nearly 70 migrants died when
their boat sank as they tried to reach Spain ear-
lier this month, Mali’s Minister for Malians
Living Abroad said. In a press release on
Thursday, Mossa Ag Attaher announced that a
migrant boat bound for Spain sank on December

19. The migrants in this boat “numbered 80 at
the start, with only 11 survivors,” according to
the Ministry. The Malian authorities have iden-
tified nine Malians among the survivors, and “25
young Malians have unfortunately been formally
identified among the victims,” the minister added.
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China defends plan to build dam over Brahmaputra 
River in Tibet; says will not affect lower reaches
PTI n BEIJING

China on Friday defended its
plan to build the world’s

largest dam on the Brahmaputra
River in Tibet saying that the pro-
ject will not affect riparian states
and safety issues have been
addressed through decades of
studies.
Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson, Mao Ning played
down apprehensions over the
massive project estimated to cost
around USD 137 billion being
built in the ecologically fragile
Himalayan region located along
a tectonic plate boundary where
earthquakes occur frequently.
She said China has carried out in-
depth studies for decades and
taken safeguard measures.
China has always been respon-
sible for the development of
cross-border rivers, Mao told a
media briefing here a question on
the concerns related to the dam.
She said the hydropower devel-
opment in Tibet has been stud-
ied in an in-depth way for
decades and safeguard measures
have been taken for the security
of the project and ecological
and environmental protection.

The project will not affect lower
reaches, she said.
China will continue to maintain
communication with countries in
the lower reaches through exist-
ing channels and step up inter-
national cooperation on disaster
prevention and relief for the
benefit of the people by the
river, she said.
China on Wednesday approved
the construction of the world’s
largest dam, stated to be the plan-
et’s biggest infra project on the
Brahmaputra River in Tibet close
to the Indian border, raising
concerns in riparian states -
India and Bangladesh.
The hydropower project is to be
built in the lower reaches of the
Yarlung Zangbo River, the
Tibetan name for the
Brahmaputra, an official state-
ment here said.
The dam is to be built at a huge
gorge in the Himalayan reaches
where the Brahmaputra River
makes a huge U-turn to flow into
Arunachal Pradesh and then to
Bangladesh.
Mao said China’s hydropower
development in the lower reach-
es of the Yarlung Zangbo River
aims to speed up the develop-

ment of clean energy and
respond to climate change and
extreme hydrological disasters.
The total investment in the dam
could exceed one trillion yuan
(USD 137 billion), which would
dwarf any other single infrastruc-
ture project on the planet includ-
ing China’s own Three Gorges
Dam, regarded as the largest in
the world, the Hong Kong-based
South China Morning Post
reported on Thursday.
China has already
Operationalised the USD 1.5
billion Zam Hydropower Station,
the largest in Tibet in 2015.
The Brahmaputra dam was part
of the 14th Five-Year Plan (2021-
2025) and National Economic
and Social Development and
the Long-Range Objectives
Through the Year 2035 adopted
by Plenum, a key policy body of
the ruling Communist Party of
China (CPC) in 2020.
Concerns arose in India as the
dam besides empowering China
to control the water flow, the size
and scale of it could also enable
Beijing to release large amounts
of water flooding border areas in
times of hostilities.
India too is building a dam over

Brahmaputra in Arunachal
Pradesh.
India and China established the
Expert Level Mechanism (ELM)
in 2006 to discuss various issues
related to trans-border rivers
under which China provides
India with hydrological informa-
tion on the Brahmaputra River
and Sutlej River during the flood
seasons.
Data sharing of trans-border
rivers figured in the talks between
India, China Special
Representatives (SRs) for border
questions, NSA Ajit Doval and
Chinese Foreign Minister Wang
Yi, held here on December 18.
The SRs provided positive direc-
tions for cross-border coopera-
tion and exchanges” including
data sharing on trans-border
rivers, a statement by the
Ministry of External Affairs said.
The Brahmaputra Dam presents
enormous engineering challenges
as the project site is located
along a tectonic plate boundary
where earthquakes occur.
The Tibetan plateau, regarded
as the roof of the world, fre-
quently experiences earth-
quakes as it is located over the
tectonic plates.

AP n BANGKOK

The order came from the top.
China’s leader Xi Jinping

wants the recent spree of mass
killings that shocked the coun-
try not to happen again. He
ordered local governments to
prevent future “extreme cases”.
The attacks, where drivers mow
down people on foot or knife-
wielding assailants stab multi-
ple victims, are not new in
China. But the latest surge
drew attention.
Local officials were quick to
vow to examine all sorts of per-
sonal disputes that could trig-
ger aggression, from marital
troubles to disagreements over
inheritance.
However, the increasing reach
into people’s private lives rais-
es concerns at a time when the
Chinese state has already tight-
ened its grip over all social and
political aspects in the East
Asian nation.
Revenge on Society Crimes’:
This is how people in China
label these attacks.
In November alone, three took
place: A man struck people at
an elementary school in
Hunan province, wounding
30, after suffering investment
losses. A student who failed his
examination stabbed and killed
eight at a vocational school in

the city of Yixing. The most
victims, 35 people, resulted
from a man mowing down a
crowd in the southern city of
Zhuhai, supposedly upset over
his divorce.
While pinpointing the exact
motive of such attacks can be
difficult, there is an over-
whelming feeling of being
pressured within Chinese soci-
ety, experts say.
“On the surface, it seems like
there are individual factors, but
we see there’s a common link,”
Wu Qiang, a former political
science professor, said. “This

link is, in my personal opinion,
every person has a feeling of
injustice. They feel deeply that
this society is very unfair and
they can’t bear it anymore.”
Since 2015, Chinese police
have targeted human rights
lawyers and non-profit advo-
cacy groups, jailing many,
while keeping tight surveil-
lance on others, effectively
destroying the civil society
that had been active from the
early 2000s to 2010s.

Wu was fired from Tsinghua
University after conducting
fieldwork during the 2014
Occupy protests in Hong
Kong. He says police officers
have been regularly stationed
outside his home in Beijing
since last year.
Keeping a tight lid on the
killings: A decade ago, media
outlets could report an inci-
dent as it developed and even
share a suspect’s name.
Nowadays, it’s rarely possible.

China probes personal disputes after mass killings;
many fear further infringement on freedoms

AP n BAKU

Aviation experts said
Thursday that Russian air

defence fire was likely responsi-
ble for the Azerbaijani plane
crash the day before that killed 38
people and left all 29 survivors
injured.
Azerbaijan Airlines’ Embraer
190 was en route from
Azerbaijan’s capital of Baku to the
Russian city of Grozny in the
North Caucasus on Wednesday
when it was diverted for reasons
still unclear and crashed while
making an attempt to land in
Aktau in Kazakhstan after flying
east across the Caspian Sea.
The plane went down about 3 km
(2 miles) from Aktau. Cellphone
footage circulating online
appeared to show the aircraft
making a steep descent before
crashing into the ground and
exploding in a fireball.
Other footage showed a part of
its fuselage ripped away from the
wings and the rest of the aircraft
lying upside down on the grass.
Azerbaijan mourned the crash
victims with national flags at half-
staff across on Thursday. Traffic
stopped at noon, and sirens
sounded from ships and trains as
it observed a nationwide moment
of silence.
Speaking at a news conference
Wednesday, Azerbaijani
President Ilham Aliyev said that
it was too soon to speculate on
the reasons behind the crash, but
said that the weather had forced
the plane to change from its
planned course.
“The information provided to me
is that the plane changed its

course between Baku and Grozny
due to worsening weather con-
ditions and headed to Aktau air-
port, where it crashed upon
landing,” he said.
Russia’s civil aviation authority,
Rosaviatsia, said that preliminary
information indicated the pilots
diverted to Aktau after a bird
strike led to an emergency on
board.
Authorities in Azerbaijan,
Kazakhstan and Russia were

tight-lipped about a possible
cause of the crash but a lawmak-
er in Azerbaijan blamed Moscow.
Rasim Musabekov told the
Azerbaijani news agency Turan
that the plane was fired on while
in the skies over Grozny and
urged Russia to offer an official
apology. “Those who did this
must face criminal charges,”
Musabekov was quoted by Turan
as saying, adding that compen-
sations to the victims should also
be paid. “If it doesn’t happen, rela-
tions will be affected.”

As the official crash investigation
started, some experts pointed out
that holes seen in the plane’s tail
section could indicate that it
could have come under fire from
Russian air defence systems fend-
ing off a Ukrainian drone attack.
Ukrainian drones had previous-
ly attacked Grozny, the capital of
the Russian republic of
Chechnya, and other regions in
the country’s North Caucasus. An
official in Chechnya said anoth-

er drone attack on the region was
fended off on Wednesday,
although federal authorities did-
n’t report it. Mark Zee of
OPSGroup, which monitors the
world’s airspace and airports for
risks, said that the analysis of the
images of fragments of the
crashed plane indicate that it was
almost certainly hit by a surface-
to-air missile, or SAM.
“Much more to investigate, but at
high level we’d put the probabil-
ity of it being a SAM attack on the
aircraft at being well into the 90-

99% bracket,” he said.
Osprey Flight Solutions, an avi-
ation security firm based in the
United Kingdom, warned its
clients that the “Azerbaijan
Airlines flight was likely shot
down by a Russian military air-
defense system.” Osprey pro-
vides analysis for carriers still fly-
ing into Russia after Western air-
lines halted their flights during
the war.
Osprey CEO Andrew Nicholson
said that the company had issued
more than 200 alerts regarding
drone attacks and air defense sys-
tems in Russia during the war.
“This incident is a stark reminder
of why we do what we do,”
Nicholson posted online. “It is
painful to know that despite our
efforts, lives were lost in a way
that could have been avoided.”
Yan Matveyev, an independent
Russian military expert, noted
that images of the crashed plane’s
tail reveal the damage compati-
ble with shrapnel from a small
surface-to-air missiles, such as the
Pantsyr-S1 air defence system.
“It looks like the tail section of the
plane was damaged by some mis-
sile fragments,” he said.
Matveyev added that it remains
unclear why the pilots decided to
fly hundreds of miles east across
the Caspian Sea instead of trying
to land at a closer airport in
Russia after the plane was hit.
“Perhaps some of the plane’s
systems kept working for some
time and the crew believed that
they could make it and land nor-
mally,” Matveyev said, adding that
the crew could also have faced
restrictions on landing at anoth-
er venue in Russia.

Aviation experts say Russia’s air defence
fire likely caused Azerbaijan plane crash

Pak army accuses India of 25 LoC violations in 2024
PTI n ISLAMABAD

The Pakistan Army on
Friday accused India of 25

violations of the Line of
Control (LoC) during the past
year and threatened a quick
response if Indian forces attack.
Army spokesman Lt Gen
Ahmad Sharif Chaudhry lev-
elled these accusations at an
year-end press conference,
while not offering details to
substantiate the charges.
The spokesman said security
forces killed at least 925 terror-
ists in 2024 and lost 383 of its
own men in nearly 60,000
operations.
The Pakistan military is bat-
tling insurgency mostly in
Balochistan and Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa provinces. 
The general claimed that India
committed 25 LoC violations
and also carried out several
‘false flag operations’.
The term usually refers to fake
military action so that the
blame falls on the other side.
The spokesman claimed that
such operations were always
announced through fake social
media accounts linked with
RAW (Research and Analysis
Wing), India’s foreign intelli-
gence agency. 
“The Pakistan Army possesses
the capability to deliver a deci-
sive response to any Indian
hostility,” he said.
“Indian forces are using brutal
tactics to suppress movements
for independence,” he alleged in

an apparent reference mainly to
Jammu and Kashmir.
India has repeatedly accused
Pakistan of fomenting terror-
ism in the territory.
The Pakistan Army spokesman
also accused the Indian govern-
ment of targeting minorities,
including Sikhs, both within its
borders and abroad.
Chaudhry said that the num-
ber of terrorists killed by the
country’s security forces in
2024 was the highest in the last
five years.
He said that daily about 170
operations are being conduct-
ed that have helped to foil sev-
eral terrorist attempts. A huge
cache of arms and weapons
were also recovered in these
operations, he said. 

Chaudhry said 73 “high-value
targets” were also killed, includ-
ing 27 Afghan nationals, while
another 14 high-value terrorists
surrendered to the authori-
ties.
The spokesman accused the
Afghan Taliban regime of
patronising militants, especial-
ly those belonging to the
banned Tehreek-i-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP).
He urged the Afghan authori-
ties to tackle the issue by deny-
ing the rebels the use of their
soil.
“The Afghan soil is being used
by TTP terrorists. The perpe-
trators of acts of terror in
Pakistan go to the hideouts of
terrorists in Afghanistan,” he
said. 
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PTI n NEW DELHI

Billionaire Gautam Adani,
Tata Sons Chairman N

Chandrasekaran and
business tycoon Anil Ambani
led India Inc. In paying
tributes to former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh,
describing him the architect
of economic reforms and one
of the tallest leaders.
Singh, who opened up the
economy as finance minister
and served as prime minister
for two consecutive terms,
died on Thursday at the age
of 92.
“History will forever honour
his pivotal role in the
transformative 1991 reforms
that reshaped India and
opened its doors to the world.
A rare leader who spoke
softly but achieved
monumental strides through
his actions, Dr Singh’s life
remains a masterclass in
leadership, humility and
service to the nation and will
inspire generations to come,”
Adani group chairman said in
a post on X.
Tata Sons Chairman N
Chandrasekaran called Singh
one of the stalwarts who
envisioned a new, liberalised
India that is taking its rightful
place in the world.
“We mourn the passing away
of former Prime Minister Dr

Manmohan Singh, one of the
stalwarts who envisioned a
new, liberalised India that is
taking its rightful place in the
world,” he said in a statement.
“Dr Singh will always be
remembered for his visionary
thinking and deep insights
while always being humble
and upholding his personal
values,” Chandrasekaran said.
His inspiring leadership
earned him respect across the
world, he added.
Aditya Birla Group Chairman
Kumar Mangalam Birla said
with Singh’s demise the
nation has lost one of its
tallest leaders and finest
economists.

“His most defining
contribution -- the epochal
91 reforms spurred a multi-
decadal economic boom and
more importantly reshaped
the calculus of possibilities
for India and Indians,” Birla
said in a statement.
He further said, “Over several
decades in public life, his
intellect, wisdom, and
humility stood as exemplars,
leaving an indelible mark on
the nation’s conscience.”
Singh’s extraordinary rise
from humble beginnings to
the Prime Minister’s office
epitomises the boundless
potential of India and serves
as an inspiration for

generations of Indians, Birla
added.
Indian industry, economy,
and entrepreneurs in
particular, owe a debt of
gratitude to the liberalisation
reforms that were ushered in
the early 90s under
Manmohan Singh’s
leadership, Bharti Enterprises
Founder and Chairman Sunil
Mittal said.
Mittal further said that as a
Prime Minister, Finance
Minister and an economist,
Singh finds his place among
India’s tallest leaders.
“I am deeply saddened by the
passing away of Dr
Manmohan Singh. As a

Prime Minister, Finance
Minister and an economist he
finds his place among India’s
tallest leaders. 
Indian industry, economy
and especially entrepreneurs
owe a debt of gratitude to the
liberalisation reforms that
were ushered in the early 90s
under his leadership,” Mittal
said. 
Infosys founder Narayana
Murthy described
Manmohan Singh as a
gentleman, a scholar, and a
value-based politician.
“His leading the economic
reforms, under the guidance
of Sri Narasimha Rao, is what
laid a strong and durable
foundation for the
acceleration of India’s
economic growth. 
Therefore, every Indian
should be extremely grateful
to this extraordinary
individual for enhancing the
prosperity of our country,”
Murthy said. 
Reliance Group head Anil
Ambani said the former
prime minister’s life was a
testament to humility,
wisdom and service to India.
“As the Guru Granth Sahib
says, ‘Nanak Naam Chardi
Kala, Tere Bhane Sarbat Da
Bhala’ - ‘With the Divine
Name comes eternal
optimism; by You will, may
there be well-being for all’.

India Inc. hails former PM Dr Manmohan
Singh as architect of economic reforms

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

Condoling the demise of
global automotive

industry legend Osamu
Suzuki, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Friday
said he had a profound
affection for India and his
collaboration with Maruti
revolutionised the Indian
automobile market.
Osamu Suzuki, the man who
took a risk and bet on India
when no one else believed in
having a viable automobile
company in the country, has
died at the age of 94,
according to information
shared by Japan’s Suzuki
Motor Corporation on
Friday. He passed away on
December 25 due to
malignant lymphoma, it
said.
“Deeply saddened by the

passing of Mr. Osamu
Suzuki, a legendary figure in
the global automotive
industry. His visionary work
reshaped global perceptions
of mobility. Under his
leadership, Suzuki Motor
Corporation became a
global powerhouse,
successfully navigating
challenges, driving
innovation and expansion,”
Modi said in a social media
post.
Suzuki had a profound
affection for India and his
collaboration with Maruti
revolutionised the Indian
automobile market, the
prime minister said.
“I cherish fond memories of
my numerous interactions
with Mr. Suzuki and deeply
admire his pragmatic and
humble approach. He led by
example, exemplifying hard
work, meticulous attention

to detail and an unwavering
commitment to quality.
Heartfelt condolences to his
family, colleagues and
countless admirers,” Modi
said.
Suzuki, who took the risk of
partnering with the then
Indian government to form
a joint venture, Maruti
Udyog Ltd, in 1981 - at a
time when India was still a
closed economy under a
licence regime - is widely
regarded as the man who
spurred the automotive
industry in the country.
Maruti Udyog Ltd later on
became Maruti Suzuki India
Ltd subsequent to the
government completing its
exit in 2007 with Suzuki
Motor Corporation holding
a majority stake. Osamu
Suzuki was the director and
honorary chairman of
Maruti Suzuki India Ltd.

Legendary figure in automotive sector: PM
Modi condoles Osamu Suzuki’s demise

PTI n MUMBAI

The Reserve Bank on Friday
allowed prepaid payment

instruments holders to make
and receive UPI payments
through third-party mobile
applications.
It has been decided to enable
Unified Payments Interface
(UPI) payments from/to full-
KYC prepaid payment
instruments (PPIs) through
third-party UPI applications,
the central bank said in
circular. “A PPI issuer shall
enable holders of only its full-
KYC PPIs to make UPI
payments by linking its
customer PPIs to its UPI
handle. UPI transactions from
PPI on the issuer’s application
shall be authenticated using
the customer’s existing PPI
credentials,” it said. Such a
transaction will, thus, be pre-
approved before it reaches the
UPI system. A PPI issuer, in its
capacity as a payment system
providers, should not on-
board customers of any bank
or any other PPI issuer, the

RBI said. The RBI’s decision is
aimed at providing more
flexibility to holders of PPIs
such as gift cards, metro rail
cards, and digital wallets,
among others.
Currently, UPI payments
from/to a bank account can be
carried out using the UPI
application of that bank or of
any third-party application
provider.
However, UPI payments
from/to a PPI can only be
carried out using the mobile
application provided by the
PPI issuer. UPI is an instant
real-time payment system
developed by National
Payments Corporation of
India to facilitate inter-bank
transactions through mobile
phones.

PTI n NEW DELHI

State-owned NBCC has
bagged a Rs 300-crore

contract to develop a
commercial complex in
Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh.
In a regulatory filing on
Friday, the company said it has
secured a Rs 300-crore order
for “development of Jawaharlal
Nehru Commercial Complex
(JLNCC), Englishya Lines,
Varanasi on self-sustainable
model”.
The company got the contract
from Varanasi Development
Authority.
NBCC secured another work
order worth Rs 24.38 crore to
construct Mehta Family
School of Data Science and
Artificial Intelligence

including internal EI,C,
firefighting, fire alarm, lifts,
audio visual system, CCTV
and BMS installation and
development works at IIT
Roorkee, Uttarakhand.
The company bagged another
work order worth Rs 44.37
crore from Power Grid
Corporation to construct and
furnish 500-bed multi-storey
“Vishram Sadan” at AIIMS
Gorakhpur in Uttar Pradesh.
In total, NBCC said it has
secured the work order in
normal course of business
amounting Rs 368.75 crore.
NBCC is into Project
Management Consultancy
(PMC), Engineering,
Procurement and
Construction (EPC) and real
estate businesses.

NBCC bags `368.75 Crore worth
of projects, Including `300 Crore
Varanasi commercial complex

PTI n MUMBAI

The rupee fell steepest in
almost two years to hit its

lifetime intraday low of 85.80
before a suspected central
bank intervention helped
recover some of its losses and
settled 23 paise lower at a
record low of 85.50
(provisional) against the US
dollar on Friday due to a
strong greenback amid
increased month-end demand
from banks and importers.
According to analysts, the
Reserve Bank’s stance to hold
on to its dollar payments in
short-term forward contracts
added to the shortage of
greenback, with importers
rushing to meet their month-
end payment obligations.

intraday level of 85.80.
The unit finally ended the
session at 85.50 (provisional)
against the greenback, losing
23 paise from its previous
closing level of 85.27.
The rupee’s earlier sharpest
one-day fall of 68 paise was
recorded on February 2, 2023.
The domestic unit has been
hitting new lows almost every
day in the past couple of
weeks. It had plunged 12
paise to 85.27 against the
dollar on Thursday after
declining 13 paise in the
previous two sessions. “The
central bank holds USD 21
billion in short-side forward
contracts set to mature in
December and January.
Market speculation suggests
that the RBI has refrained
from rolling over these
maturing forwards, leading to
a scarcity of dollars and an
oversupply of rupees.
“Moreover, dollar liquidity in
the market remains very low,
amplifying the upward
momentum in the pair. This
imbalance has propelled the

USD-INR pair towards
85.8075 levels,” said Amit
Pabari, MD of CR Forex
Advisors.
According to Anuj
Choudhary - Research
Analyst at Mirae Asset
Sharekhan, the rupee hit a
record low on dollar demand
from importers towards the
end of the month and
outflows from foreign
investors (FIIs).
“Rising US treasury yields
and crude oil prices also
weighed on the rupee,” he
said and projected the USD-
INR spot price in a range of
Rs 85.30 to Rs 85.85, saying
traders may take cues from
goods trade balance data
from the US.
Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of
six currencies, was trading
higher by 0.04 per cent at
107.94, while the 10-year
benchmark US Treasury yield
rose 0.76 per cent, hitting its
seven-month high level of
4.61 per cent.

Despite robust sentiment in
domestic equity markets, the
rupee was weighed down by
sustained outflow of foreign
funds and rising crude oil
prices, they added.
At the interbank foreign
exchange, the rupee opened
weak at 85.31 and plunged 53
paise to the lowest-ever

Rupee falls further 23 paise to hit fresh
record low of 85.50 against US dollar

RBI permits prepaid payment
instruments holders to make UPI
payments via third-party apps

PTI n NEW DELHI

The National Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT) has directed initiation of

insolvency proceedings against Hero
Electric after admitting a plea filed by
Metro Tyres, an operational creditor
claiming a default of Rs 1.85 crore.
As per provisions of the Insolvency &
Bankruptcy Code (IBC), NCLT has
appointed Bhoopesh Gupta as Interim
Resolution Professional to run the
company after suspending the board of
Hero Electric.
The Delhi-based bench of NCLT
rejected the contentions of Hero
Electric of a pre-existing dispute with
the operational creditor saying that it
was “not just a moonshine or feeble
legal argument”.
The objections raised by Hero Electric
are not found “tenable in law” and have
been duly negated by Metro Tyres,
which had supplied tyres and tubes to
the company.
“In the facts and circumstances of the
instant case, we are of the view that the
corporate debtor has not been able to
raise a plausible contention regarding
the pre-existence of “dispute” between
the parties. Hence, the present petition
filed under Section 9 of the IBC, 2016
ought to be admitted,” it said.
Besides, a two-member bench in its 
16-page order passed on December 
20, declared a moratorium, protecting
the company from decree or order of
any court, tribunal or arbitration 
panel and ban on transferring,
encumbering, alienating or disposing
of its assets.
Hero Electric had approached Metro
Tyres, for the purchase of cycle tyres
and tubes. Pursuant to that it supplied
goods to Hero Electric and in lieu of
that various invoices were raised from

August 9, 2022 to December 3, 2022
amounting to Rs 3.69 crore out of
which Rs 4.27 lakh was paid.
However, Rs 1.85 crore was due on
Hero Electric, and Metro Tyres
submitted that despite its several
requests, the payment was denied by
Hero Electric taking a ‘moonshine
defence’ stating that in 90/90x10 tyre
and 90/90x12 tyre supplied by it, there
was issue of ‘tread separation’, ‘bubbles’
and ‘air leakage’. It further contended
that Hero Electric had never raised any
quality issue or any sort of dispute in
any manner and this was evident from
the Balance Confirmation Letters by
the corporate debtor.
The insolvency tribunal also observed

that Hero Electric had not raised any
dispute over the quality of goods until
nine months after the supply.
“It is amply clear from the records that
the corporate debtor (Hero Electric)
being the purchaser of goods never
raised any quality issue or any sort of
dispute in any manner whatsoever as
per their own inspection/quality
control policies immediately after the
receipt of the goods and continued to
purchase goods,” said NCLT.
Hero Electric itself has declared in the
user manual/warranty policy for its
products that “tyres/tubes” are not
covered under its warranty and the
original manufacturer is liable for all or
any claim for tyres and tubes.

NCLT directs initiation of insolvency
proceedings against Hero Electric
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material from something inert to something that
seemed to have its own presence.
The presence of Padma Bhushan Shri Ram V. Sutar, a
master sculptor known for creating the Statue of
Unity, added an extra layer of significance to the
event. His contributions to Indian art are

monumental, and his influence was felt in the
exhibition. 
The Forces of Imagination celebrated the tactile
power of sculpture and the endless
possibilities it offers. It is a rare opportunity
to see such a diverse range of work in one
place, where artists from across the country
come together to show how they shape the
world through their imagination. From the
detailed marble works to the futuristic
stainless steel creations, the exhibition
captured the essence of what sculpture can
be: a living, breathing conversation between
artist and viewer.

PHOTOS: PANKAJ KUMAR

Sculpture is a unique form of art that speaks to us
not just through its visual appeal but also
through its form, texture, and the materials used.
At The Forces of Imagination, a groundbreaking
sculpture exhibition at the India Habitat Centre,

this powerful medium was brought to life in all its glory.
The event, curated by the renowned art critic Nanak
Ganguly and organised by Chawla Art Gallery
in collaboration with the Delhi Art Society
and Calcutta Sculptors, featured over
100 sculptures from 14 talented
artists, each pushing the boundaries
of creativity.
Upon entering the gallery, the
diversity of the works was
immediately apparent. There was
a remarkable blend of traditional
craftsmanship and
contemporary innovation. The
sculptures, created from materials
such as bronze, marble, stainless
steel, aluminum and wood, each
told its own story. Whether they were
smooth, polished surfaces or raw,
textured designs, every piece invited a
deeper engagement, requiring the viewer to
physically move around and truly immerse themselves
in the art.
One of the highlights of the exhibition was Vibhor
Sogani’s stainless steel sculptures. These works, with their
sleek and shiny surfaces, caught the light in a way that
made them appear to change shape depending on the
viewer’s perspective. They felt alive and fluid, showcasing
the artist’s ability to push the limits of sculpture into a
modern, dynamic realm. In contrast, Neeraj Gupta’s
marble sculptures had a classic feel, with intricate details

and deep narratives embedded in the stone.
His works spoke of tradition while being
distinctly contemporary, highlighting how
timeless materials can still feel relevant in
today’s art world.
The exhibition successfully created a space
for both established sculptors and emerging

talents. It was a platform where
seasoned masters such as

Tapas Sarkar and Ratan
Krishna Saha, alongside

fresh voices from the
Calcutta Sculptors
collective, could
showcase their
work. The
diversity in
styles and
techniques was
f a s c i n a t i n g ,

each piece
added a new

layer to the
c o n v e r s a t i o n ,

whether through
form, medium, or theme.

This blending of generations and
styles made for an incredibly
engaging experience.
The curation of the exhibition was impeccable, with
each sculpture given ample space to stand on its own
while also contributing to the overall dialogue of the
show. The lighting in the gallery was carefully
considered, casting shadows and highlighting the
unique textures of each piece. As you moved through
the space, you could feel the transformation of the

Theatre has always had a unique power to
bring stories to life, creating a shared
space where emotions and experiences

are felt deeply by both performers and
audiences. The Bharatmuni Rang Utsav, a
celebration of Indian theatre, truly captured
this essence, offering a powerful display of
storytelling. Each performance brought
something distinct to the stage, reminding us of
the magic of theatre and its ability to touch
hearts.
The festival opened with three exceptional
plays that set the tone for the days ahead.
Asmanjas Babu, written by Satyajit Ray and
directed by Utpal Jha, explored moral
dilemmas with nuance and depth. This was
followed by Aakhiri Hila, written by Munshi
Premchand and directed by Durga Sharma,
which brought to life the poignant
storytelling of one of India’s literary legends.
Concluding the evening was Dhundh,
written and directed by Amul Sagar, a

gripping narrative that left the audience
spellbound.
Day two continued the festival’s momentum
with even more captivating performances. The
acting was extraordinary, with each performer
immersing themselves in their roles. Intzar,
written by Saadat Hasan Manto and directed by
Amar Sah, brought emotional depth through
minimalistic dialogue and a raw, honest
performance that made the audience feel the
weight of existential despair. The voices, full of
passion and subtlety, reached every corner of
the room, ensuring that no emotion went
unnoticed. Purush, The God of Few Inches,
written and directed by Shuddho Banerjee, saw
a remarkable solo performance that explored
masculinity’s evolving nature, engaging the
audience with its sharp, reflective narrative.
Qissa Aadmi Ka, written and directed by Abdus
Salam Ansari, brought humour and thought-
provoking commentary on societal norms,
with the actors delivering their lines with

impeccable timing and depth, making the satire
both enjoyable and insightful.
The final day was just as memorable. Trishna
beautifully weaved themes of reincarnation and
devotion, while Marnoprant and Digdarshak
explored grief and the mentor-disciple
relationship with deep emotional resonance.
Trishna stood out for its poetic exploration of
devotion and longing, while Marnoprant
powerfully addressed complex emotions
surrounding loss and relationships. Digdarshak
concluded the event with a thought-provoking
meditation on the sacrifices art demands.
In the end, the Bharatmuni Rang Utsav
reminded us of the power of theatre to reflect
life’s complexities, emotions and stories. It was a
reminder that, beyond the performances, it’s
the shared experience of theatre that connects
us all, sparking conversations and inspiring
change.

PHOTOS: PANKAJ KUMAR

By TEAM VIVA

Women’s art has long been a
space of untold stories,
silent rebellions and

vibrant expressions of identity.
Vama: Showcasing Women Artists
from Delhi at the Shridharani
Gallery, Triveni Kala Sangam,
brings these narratives to the
forefront, presenting a captivating
display of works by 20 distinguished
women artists from the city.
Through this exhibition, Sahitya
Kala Parishad not only honours
their talent but also creates a
platform for the celebration of
women’s creativity and their
powerful voices in the art world.
The artworks on display offer a
striking diversity of mediums and
perspectives. Nilanjana Nandy’s This
Side-That Side stands as a poignant
exploration of division and
alienation, using grid-like spaces to
depict the fragmentation of identity.
Aditi Aggarwal’s Dream 6 and 7
offers a surreal reflection on
memory and change, encapsulating
a personal journey through
unsettling yet evocative imagery.
Both works underscore how
women’s art often bridges personal

experience with universal themes,
offering viewers a chance to engage
deeply with complex emotions.
Meanwhile, Angelica Basak’s Breathe
series uses ceramic sculptures to
embody the delicate balance
between chaos and tranquility,
while Rashmi Khurana’s mixed-
media works delve into the power of
tactile surfaces to evoke profound
human emotions. Shampa Sircar’s
Mayura Series incorporates the
peacock and lotus to symbolise the
interconnectedness of life and
spiritual growth. From the global
themes explored in Durga
Kainthola’s Travelogue Diaries to
Richa Navani’s geometric
abstractions addressing gender and
ecology, Vama stands as a vibrant
celebration of the depth, diversity
and power of women’s artistic
expression.
This exhibition is not only an
artistic experience but a reminder of
the essential role women play in
shaping the cultural landscape. It
encourages reflection on the ever-
evolving role of women in art and
society, offering a dynamic space for
dialogue and empowerment.
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By ABHI SINGHAL

The Hyatt Centric in New Delhi
saw the 26th anniversary of the
International Women

Polytechnic (IWP) Academy with the
grand celebration of “Meraki 2024,”
an annual festival dedicated to
empowering women through finan-
cial independence. The event fea-
tured various cultural performances
including various fashion shows,
dances, and dramas, showcasing the
creativity and talent of women by dif-
ferent branches of IWP.
The annual event was graced by
Kamaljeet Sehrawat, Member of

Parliament, Lok Sabha, as the chief
guest. Sehrawat, in her speech, said,
“If we want to take our country
forward, there is only one mantra:
skill development.” 
The event showcased the
dedication to women’s education.
Students from IWP’s Delhi
branches showcased an impressive
array of ethnic, Indo-western, and
Western attire. What made the
show particularly unique was that
these students not only designed
the clothes but were also deeply
involved in every aspect of the
creation process starting from
fabric selection to stitching and

embroidery. This hands-on
experience was a testament to the
academy’s commitment to
providing practical skills that
empower women in real-world
settings.
The festival culminated in an award
ceremony, where students were
recognised for their achievements
in various categories, further
boosting their morale. Meraki 2024
delivered a powerful message:
empowering women through skill
development is crucial for shaping
a self-reliant and developed India,
aligning with the country’s vision
for a prosperous future by 2047.

At India Habitat Centre, Delhi, The Forces of
Imagination brings sculpture to life, blending emotion,

creativity and innovation, says SAKSHI PRIYA

Empowering Women through Skill Development

The Power of Her Canvas

THE BHARATMUNI RANG UTSAV CELEBRATED THE POWER OF THEATRE
TO REFLECT LIFE’S COMPLEX EMOTIONS, WRITES SAKSHI PRIYA

WHERE DRAMA
MEETS REALITY
WHERE DRAMA

MEETS REALITY

Sculpting
theSoul
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PTI n CHENNAI

Chennaiyin FC will be aiming to
rebound to winning form and finish

the year on a positive note when they
face Bengaluru FC in the Indian Super
league here on Saturday. 
In the day’s other game, Hyderabad FC
will host East Bengal FC with an aim to
turn things around and halt the visitors’
momentum. 
Chennaiyin and Bengaluru have played
each other 15 times in the ISL, with the
former winning four matches. This
corresponding fixture last year produced
a 2-0 win for the Marina Machans and
head coach Owen Coyle will be eyeing
the same this time. 
However, the tactician will be without
captain Ryan Edwards, who is
suspended for the match, and is
expected to field an all-Indian backline.
Bengaluru come into the match as the

second-placed side in the league, and
Coyle is wary of the threat they carry,
especially with the team missing key
personnel.
On the availability front, Coyle
confirmed that he will take late calls on
Wilmar Jordan Gil and Ankit
Mukherjee, both of whom are back in

training after receiving knocks. 
The head coach also revealed that
Elsinho, who left the pitch under
medical care in the previous home
match, is recovering in his native Brazil
and will be rejoining the squad in the
new year.
Task cut out for HFC in Hyderabad
This will be the ninth ISL meeting
between the two sides, with East Bengal
FC aiming to continue their recent
dominance over Hyderabad FC.
East Bengal FC have won their last two
ISL matches against Hyderabad FC,
including a league double in the 2023-24
season. 
Meanwhile, Hyderabad FC will look to
bounce back after a disappointing run
that has seen them lose their last five
matches in the league on a trot.
The Red & Gold brigade has managed a
turnaround in the previous five matches,
winning four of those clashes.

PTI n NEW DELHI

Stalwarts of Indian sports
paid rich tributes to former

Prime Minister Dr Manmohan
Singh, who died on Thursday,
describing him as a visionary,
who had quiet strength and
humility.
Singh died here after losing
consciousness at his home due
to age-related ailments. He was
92.
“Rest in peace, Dr. Manmohan
Singhji. His quiet strength,
wisdom, and humility were
truly inspiring. I had a brief
interaction with him in 2013
— he was kind, gracious, and
left a lasting impression. My
heartfelt condolences to his
family,” wrote India’s ace
shuttler Sindhu on ‘X’.
Cricket great Sachin Tendulkar
termed Singh’s demise as a
huge loss for the country.
“Dr Manmohan Singh ji’s
demise is a profound loss for
India. His contributions to our
nation shall always be
remembered. My prayers are
with his family and loved ones
as we mourn his passing away.”
Legendary golfer Jeev Milkha
Singh recalled Singh’s

simplicity and humility, saying
he was committed to national
duty all his life.
“Dr Manmohan Singh was
probably one of the most
humble men I had met in my
life - a simple and extremely
intelligent man. His sense of
duty and responsibility shone
through. The world has lost a
visionary,” wrote Jeev.
On Friday, both the men’s and
women’s cricket teams wore
black armbands during their
respective national
assignments to pay homage to
the former PM.
Earlier, World Cup-winning
former cricketer Yuvraj Singh
called Singh a “true statesman”.

A visionary leader and a true
statesman who worked
tirelessly for India’s progress.
His wisdom and humility will
always be remembered. My
heartfelt condolences to his
loved ones,” Yuvraj Singh
posted on X.
Similar sentiments were
expressed by his former
teammate and Aam Aadmi
Party’s Rajya Sabha member
Harbhajan Singh, who
described Singh as a thorough
gentleman and visionary
leader.
“What truly set him apart was
his calm and steady leadership
in times of crisis, his ability to
navigate complex political

landscapes, and his
unwavering belief in India’s
potential,” he wrote.
It was during Singh’s second
term that India hosted the
2010 Commonwealth Games
in the national capital. It was
the first international multi-
sport extravaganza to be held
in the country after the 1982
Asian Games, also hosted by
Delhi.
He had also inaugurated the
National Football League’s
11th edition in Kolkata back in
2005 when late Congress
leader Priya Ranjan
Dasmunshi was heading the
All India Football Federation.
Former wrestler Vinesh
Phogat, who is now a Congress
MLA in Haryana, called Singh
a man of “extraordinary
wisdom, simplicity and
vision.”
“Dr. Manmohan Singh was
not just a Prime Minister, but
he was a thinker, economist
and a true patriot. His calm
leadership style and economic
vision gave the country a new
direction, from the 1991
economic reforms to
establishing India’s reputation
on the global stage.

PTI n MELBOURNE

Australian batting
mainstay Steve Smith

always knew that he was “out
of runs” but never “out of
form” as he got back-to-back
Test hundreds against India
within a week of each other
after 18 months of lull.
Having scored his 33rd ton
in Brisbane, Smith equalled
Sunil Gavaskar’s then world
record of 34 hundreds on the
second day of the fourth Test
at the MCG on Friday.
Asked how did he chug along
all these days when big runs
were not coming that easily,
Smith dived deep into his
inner core.
“Sometimes you can be
hitting the ball really nicely,
which I think I said to all you
guys when I wasn’t scoring
the runs. I actually felt like I
was batting pretty well. And
there’s a difference, I think,
between being out of form
and out of runs. So, yeah, I
thought I was hitting the ball
nicely,” Smith said at the day-
end press conference here.
“I mean, you’ve got to have
faith. You’ve got to have a bit
of trust in what you’re trying
to do. I’ve played the game
for long enough now to
know that you can have your
ups and downs. Having some

faith and confidence,” said
the man, who is expected to
get to 10,000 Test runs before
the five-match series
concludes.
“I think you need a lot of
luck on these wickets to get
big runs as well, the ones
we’re playing at the moment.
And last week I had my fair
share. I think I got an
umpire’s call and got beaten
on numerous occasions as to
on other days, I would nick
it. 
“So, yeah, you need a bit of
luck. But you’ve just got to
have faith that you’re going
to turn it around.”
Australia’s batting was a lot
more aggressive on the
second day after resuming
on overnight 311 for six but
Smith said that while batting
with Pat Cummins, there was
no “general plan” as such.
“There wasn’t really a general
plan. It was just go out there
and play. Yeah, there wasn’t a
real plan. It was just go out
and play and see what’s going
on. I thought Patty
(Cummins) played really
nicely. Really good, positive
intent.
“We were able to get a nice
partnership together and
take a bit of the momentum
of the game from that point,
I suppose.” 

PTI n MELBOURNE

Afamiliar collapse unfolded
after Yashasvi Jaiswal’s
inexplicable run-out as

India stared down the barrel at
164/5 against a menacing
Australia on day two of the fourth
Test here on Friday.
Jaiswal, who was quite fluent
during his 118-ball stay that
yielded 82 runs, was way short of
his crease after a mix-up with
Virat Kohli (36) while attempting
a quick single, handing Australia
the breakthrough that could
prove decisive. 
India are still 310 runs behind
Australia’s first innings score of
474 and would need another 111
runs to avoid a follow-on that
should never have been a
consideration on a placid batting
track.
It was 153 for 2 at one stage and
in four overs, another three
wickets fell with Gautam
Gambhir’s plan of sending a night
watchman in Akash Deep
turning out to be one of the many
poor calls that the head coach has
taken in this game.
In a space of barely five minutes,

cricket showed its fickle nature as
Jaiswal pushed towards mid-on
and called for a quick single with
an assured Kohli (36) at the other
end. Kohli took a step and half
before retreating.
Pat Cummins swooped the ball
and threw at the striker’s end
with a frustrated Jaiswal seen
telling his idol “my call”.
This moment will be one for
posterity as Kohli looked down
and perhaps felt that he could
have at least said a loud “No” to
allow Jaiswal to sprint back.
The run-out broke his
concentration and for the first
time after 85 balls, he poked a
delivery bowled in the corridor of
uncertainty and it was the end.
Scott Boland repeated the
dismissal that has been a norm
for quite a while now. Akash
Deep didn’t have the technique to
survive and the day ended in
Australia’s favour just like it
started.
The Jaiswal-Kohli pair had added
102 runs and looked comfortable
just like they did in the Perth
second innings. The ball hardly
did anything after Rohit Sharma
(3) played a poor shot and KL

Rahul got a ripper from Pat
Cummins.
Jaiswal was in regal form, as he
cut, pulled, drove and lofted the

Australian bowlers stamping his
authority as the next megastar of
Indian batting.
Kohli, at the other end, endured

boos for Thursday’s run-in with
debutant Sam Konstas and
battled his demons
This was after Steve Smith’s 34th

Test hundred ensured a very
good total for hosts.
Starting the day at 311 for 6,
Smith added 112 and 44 runs
with Cummins (49) and Mitchell
Starc (15) respectively, leaving
the visitors searching for back-up
plans.
Jasprit Bumrah (4/99 in 28.4
oves) was once again brilliant
despite the first spell thrashing
from Konstas but Mohammed
Siraj’s ordinary showing (0/122 in
23 overs) was the primary reason
for batters not being under any
pressure.
Smith, who was unbeaten
overnight on 68 off 111 balls,
took another 56 deliveries in the
second morning to complete a
Test ton which placed him on
even keel with the legendary
Sunil Gavaskar (34).
The century came with a push
drive through the vacant cover
region and celebrations were
pretty muted with a just vigorous
head nod for his teammates in
the dug-out.
Smith, who had a torrid run till
the second Test of this series,
played both days in contrasting
styles. On Thursday, he was ready

to be patient and waited for
deliveries at the expense of
looking ugly.
On Friday, the same batter was
walking down the track to force
the bowlers to alter their length.
He was ready to pull and hook,
getting two sixes off Bumrah and
Siraj respectively.
Despite a significant drop in
temperature and some nip in the
air, Indians failed to make use of
the semi-new Kookaburra, with
lines going all awry and length
being short enough to be
punished. Cummins was allowed
to settle down and hit seven
boundaries.
The Indian ploy of playing two
spinners backfired with Ravindra
Jadeja (3/78 in 22 overs) and
Washington Sundar (1/49 in 15
overs) never looking penetrative.
For a change, Siraj didn’t try and
sledge an in-form batter,
something that he did in
Adelaide with some disastrous
results.
But that didn’t soften the
Australian supporters, who
constantly booed him and Kohli
as and when the ball went to
them. 

PTI n NEW YORK

Indian Grandmaster Arjun
Erigaisi opened his campaign

with four wins and a solitary loss
in the World Rapid Chess
Championship to be tied fifth
even as defending champion
Magnus Carlsen endured a
frustrating day, managing to log
just one victory here.
Carlsen of Norway could not find
his mojo drew three games and a
late loss against Russian Denis
Lazavik. Another Indian to
impress was 13-year-old Raunak
Sadhwani, who provided glimpse
of his promise by taking down
one of pre-event favourites
Alireza Firouzja of France on
Thursday.
With the first five rounds done
and eight more still to come in
USD 550,000 championship,
Murzin Volodar of Russia, Shant
Sargsyan of Armenia and the
American duo of Daniel
Naroditsky and Lenier
Dominguez Perez share the lead
on 4.5 points apiece.
Arjun and Sadhwani are in the
next group of 11 players who

share the fifth spot on four points
each. It is an impressive list that
includes the likes of Hikaru
Nakamura of United States,
Nodirbek Abdusattorov of
Uzbekistan and Anish Giri of
Holland.
In the Women’s section being
played simultaneously, local star
Alice Lee stole the opening day
thunder with four straight
victories in as many games.
The American is challenged by
world champion Wenjun Ju of
China, her compatriot Zhongyi
Tan, Gunay Mammadzada of
Azerbaijan, Nino Batsiashvili of
Georgia and India’s D Harika
who all have 3.5 points to their
credit.
With seven rounds to come in the
women’s event, R Vaishali could
also among the ones to watch out
for from an Indian perspective as
the Chennai-based is on three
points.
Highest rated and former winner
Koneru Humpy could manage
only 2.5 points and has a lot of
catching up to do in the
remainder of the event.
Arjun, if he wins this

championship, will be the first
player to go through to the
Candidates, a cycle that started
early this year and will continue
till December 2025.
Currently the Indian stands

second behind Fabiano Caruana
of United States who is on 3.5
points. He got things pretty much
right except the sole defeat he
suffered against Samuel Sevian of
United States in the third round.

With four victories under his
belt, Arjun can be a real threat.
The day, however, belonged to
Sadhwani who found his magical
touch as early as in round two
when he tackled Firouza with the

black pieces.
The position seemed headed to
equal when Sadhwani punched
his way back keeping an eye on a
weak white pawn with his
centralised knight. The knight
darted through the board
creating another hole on the king
side that forced a resignation.
Harika was the pick of the Indian
women as she came up with a
crushing victory against Nataliya
Zhukova of Ukraine with the
white pieces in her fourth-round
game.
Harika picked up pawns at will in
a Queen and opposite coloured
Bishops endgame and registered
a smooth victory in a game that
lasted 70 moves.
The rapid event has a time
control of 15 minutes for the
entire game with 10 seconds
added after each move is played. 
This will be followed by the blitz
championship that will have
three minutes for both players
with just two seconds increment.
The women’s event is spread over
11 rounds while in the open
section, 13 rounds will be played.
In blitz, the top eight will qualify

and determine the medallists
through a knockout stage.
Standings after round 5 open: 1-
4: Shant Sargsyan (Arm); Lenier
Dominguez Perez (Usa); Daniel
Naroditsky (Usa), Murzin
Volodar (FID); 5-15: Arju
Erigaisi, Raunak Sadhwani (both
Ind); Javokhir Sindarov,
Nodirbek Abdusattorov (both
Uzb); Duda Jan-Kryzstof (Pol)
Anish Giri (Ned); Levon
Aronian, Hikaru Nakamura, Ray
Robson, Samuel Sevian (All
USA); NOgerbek Kazybek (Kaz)
3.5 each
Indians: V Pranav (3.5); R
Praggnanandhaa (3); Aravindh
Chithambaram (2); Kartik
Venkatramanan, Sandipan
Chanda (1.5) each;
Standings after round 4 Women:
1. 2-5Alice Lee (Usa, 4); 2-6: D
Harika, (Ind); Nino Batsiashvili
(Geo); Gunay Mammadzada
(Aze); Wenjun Ju (Chn); Zhongyi
Tan (Chn) 3.5 each:
Indians: R Vaishali (3); Vantika
Agarwal, Koneru Humpy (2.5
each); Sahiti Varshini, Divya
Deshmukh (2 each); Padmini
Rout (1.5).

Arjun Erigaisi tied fifth after first day of World Rapid Chess Championship in New York

India collapse after Jaiswal’s terrible run-out on day two of the fourth Test 

Tendulkar, Sindhu among sporting stars
to pay tributes to Manmohan Singh

There’s difference between
being out of runs and out
of form: Smith

PTI n VADODARA

Senior off-spinner Deepti
Sharma did the star turn

with career-best figures of
6/31 before doing her bit
with the bat as India
completed a 3-0 whitewash
of the West Indies with a
five-wicket victory in the
final Women’s ODI here on
Friday.
Having bowled out West
Indies for 162 after Deepti’s
superlative performance and
pacer Renuka Singh’s (4/29)
excellent show with the new
ball, India recovered after a
top-order wobble to reach
the target of 163 in 28.2
overs.
India were in a spot of bother
at 73/4 but Deepti (39 not out
in 48 balls) used all her
experience to see the team
through with plenty of overs
remaining.
S w a s h b u c k l i n g
wicketkeeper-batter Richa
Ghosh was unbeaten on an
11-ball 23 when the winning
runs were scored.
Skipper Harmanpreet Kaur,
who eased nerves with two
boundaries after last match
centurion Harleen Deol’s (1)
dismissal left India at 23/2,
blazed away to a 22-ball 32
before getting bowled by Afy
Fletcher.
During her breezy knock,
Kaur smashed seven
boundaries and looked good
for a big one before getting
dismissed.
In-form opener Smriti
Mandhana (4) departed early
as Ashmini Munisar

completed a strange one-
handed catch after appearing
to have misjudged what
should actually have been a
straightforward catch off the
bowling of Aaliyah Alleyne.
Enjoying a good run of form
in recent times, vice-captain
Mandhana did not get to the
pitch of the ball on the day
and paid the price.
One-down batter Deol
followed suit, nicking for a
Deandra Dottin delivery way
outside off-stump and got a
faint edge that was taken by
wicketkeeper Shemaine
Campbelle.
Middle-order batter
Jemimah Rodrigues chipped
in with 29 off 45 balls.
Earlier, Renuka Thakur
tormented West Indies with a
fiery opening spell before
Deepti got into the act to
bowl out the visitors cheaply.
Thakur and Deepti were
relentless with the ball,
taking all 10 wickets between
them. Thakur’s accurate line
and length dismantled the
top order, while Deepti
deceived the West Indies
batters with flight and guile,
recording her third ODI five-
wicket haul and second six-
wicket performance.
West Indies fought back with
a 97-run partnership
between Chinelle Henry (61)
and Shemaine Campbelle
(46), helping them to cross
160. Without this stand, the
visitors might have been
bowled out for less than 100.
Both batted really well and
were aggressive against the
spinners.

India whitewash
West Indies 3-0

Chennaiyin FC aim to return to winning ways


