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In a show of support for the
people of Palestine,

Congress Member of
Parliament (MP) Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra, on Monday,
carried a bag to Parliament
that had “Palestine”
emblazoned on it. The
Congress general secretary has
been raising her voice against
Israel’s actions in Gaza and
expressing solidarity with
Palestinians. 
Priyanka was seen carrying a

handbag emblazoned with
the word “Palestine” and
Palestinian emblems,
including a watermelon, seen
as a symbol of Palestinian
solidarity. “It is the moral
responsibility of every right-
thinking individual,
including all those Israeli
citizens who do not believe in
hatred and violence, and
every government in the
world to condemn the Israeli
government’s genocidal
actions and force them to
stop,” she had said in a post
on X.
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Meet Manoj Gahlyan, the matrimonial conman

Priyanka’s Palestine bag, sets cat among pigeons

One Nation, One Election
Bills in Parliament today

Wanted to keep
fighting but
Russians evacuated
him, says Assad 

Yes. I am upset:
Chhagan Bhujbal 

Why should the
letter not be
made public?
BJP asks Sonia 

RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

The Narendra Modi-led
Government is likely to
introduce two Bills in

the Lok Sabha paving way for
simultaneous elections ‘One
Nation, One Election’, on
Tuesday. The Constitution
(One Hundred and Twenty-
Ninth Amendment) Bill,
2024, the legislation seeks to
synchronise elections for the
Lok Sabha, State Assemblies,
and possibly local bodies.
While the Union Territories
Laws (Amendment) Bill
2024, is to amend the
Government of Union
Territories Act, 1963, the
Government of National
Capital Territory of Delhi
Act, 1991 and the Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganisation Act,
2019. Union Law Minister
Arjun Ram Meghwal will
introduce the Bills in the
Parliament.  
The BJP has issued a three-
line whip to all its Lok Sabha
MPs to be present in the

house on December 17, 2024.
The Union Cabinet has
already approved two Bills to
facilitate simultaneous
elections to the Lok Sabha
and State Assemblies, though
the decision on local body
polls has been deferred for
now.  
According to the statement of
objects and reasons of the
Constitution ((One Hundred
and Twenty-Ninth
Amendment) Bill, 2024), the
Bill proposes to insert a new
article 82A (Simultaneous
elections to the House of the
People and all Legislative
Assemblies) and to amend
article 83 (Duration of
Houses of Parliament), article
172 (Duration of State
Legislatures) and article 327
(Power of Parliament to make
provision with respect to
elections to Legislatures).
According to Section 2 sub
clause 5 of the Constitution
(129th) Amendment Bill, “If
the Election Commission is
of the opinion that the

elections to any Legislative
Assembly cannot be
conducted along with the
general election to the House
of the People, it may make a
recommendation to the
President, to declare by an
order, that the election to
that Legislative Assembly
may be conducted at a later
date.”
The General Elections to the
House of the People and all
State Legislative Assemblies
were held simultaneously in
the years 1951-52, 1957, 1962
and 1967. However, due to
premature dissolution of
some Legislative Assemblies
in 1968 and 1969, the cycle of
holding Polls simultaneously
with the House of the People
got disrupted. The Law
Commission of India in its
170th report, on “Reform of
the Electoral Laws”, inter alia,
suggested that holding
separate elections for State
Legislative Assemblies should
be an exception rather than
the rule.

SAUMYA SHUKLA n NEW DELHI

Thirty-five-year old Manoj
Gahlyan, seemed like a

perfect match listed on
matrimonial apps including
Shaadi.com and
Jeevansathi.com. He presented
himself as a charming, well-
paid Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation (DMRC)
employee. But the real man
behind the online listing was a
former security guard, who
had turned matchmaking into
a nightmare for over 50
women, whom he had duped
for over seven years.
According to police sources,
the man posed as a General
Manager of DMRC and
claimed to earn Rs 15 to 20
lakhs. Gahlyan, a native of
Jorashi Khalsa village in
Haryana’s Panipat district, has
been using this claim to dupe
women since 2017.
However, he was exposed
when a 35-year-old woman,
who works in a nationalised
bank, on November 23, stated
in her police complaint that
she had created a marriage
profile on Jeevansathi,
through which she had met
Gahlyan online. “After they
connected through the app, he
lured her to talking and
meeting to get to know her
better for marriage, and then
obtained her bank account
number and credit card
details, and made
unauthorised transactions
without her knowledge,”
Deputy Commissioner of

Police (West) Vichitra Veer
said.
The DCP added that after
receiving the information
through the complaint, the
police team swung into action
and found, through sources
and information openly
available on the internet, that
the person named Manoj
Gahlyan had been duping
innocent and gullible women
of their money.
The police suspect that about
hundreds of women have been
lured by him in a similar
manner and have also
contacted three to four
victims. “However, due to
shame or guilt, they are not
coming and giving us the
information and are unlikely
to report. Investigation
regarding the number of
victims and the probable
amount that he might have
defrauded, is underway,” the
DCP said, adding that they
will now trace his bank
accounts to ascertain the exact
amount of money he has

cheated from the women.
He was arrested after a raid in
Northeast Delhi’s Usmanpur
area and five debit cards and a
mobile phone bought using
the complainant’s card were
recovered from him. However,
this is not the first case of the
manner reported this year in
the National Capital. The
Delhi Crime Branch arrested a
38-year-old man, identified as
Mukeem Ayyub Khan, in
September for allegedly
duping over 50 women across
several States. He would pose
as a government official on
various matrimonial sites to
deceive high-profile
professional women.
Khan told police that he
allegedly created multiple fake
identities on popular
matrimonial sites targeting
unmarried, widowed, or
divorced Muslim women. He
would tell them that he is a
Government servant,
struggling to raise his
daughter after the death of his
wife.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Monday asked

former Congress president
Sonia Gandhi to return the
correspondences of first
Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru with a host of
personalities, to the Prime
Ministers’ Museum and
Library, saying the historical
documents belonged to the
country and were not
anyone’s personal property.
Lok Sabha Member of
Parliament (MP) and BJP
spokesperson Sambit Patra
cited reports of the PMML’s
deliberations on the issue to
note that Nehru’s
correspondences with
Edwina Mountbatten, wife of
the last British Viceroy to
India, and leaders
Jayaprakash Narayan and
Jagjivan Ram lay with the
erstwhile Nehru Museum
and Library Society, which
returned them to Sonia
Gandhi in 2008.
Patra also raised the issue
earlier in the day in the Lok
Sabha during Question Hour
when Union Culture Minister
Gejendra Singh Shekhawat
was replying to questions
related to his ministry. 

STAFF REPORTER n NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Monday said, as it

promised to “go deep to find
the truth” on how a century-
old building housing a public
library at Karol Bagh was
demolished. A Bench of
Justices Surya Kant and Ujjal
Bhuyan was irked after being
informed it was not the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) that
demolished the building in
2018, but an official who had
acted on an oral order. The SC
was further displeased when
it found no one from the
Delhi Library Board was
present to contest the case
and no counsel was
authorised to appear in the
matter.

“Land grabbers must be dealt
with iron hand,” the Bench
told senior advocate S
Muralidhar, appearing for
private firm Dimple
Enterprise, which is the
owner of the property and
reportedly wanted to
construct a commercial
complex in place where once
the building stood. Justice
Surya Kant told Muralidhar,
“We will go deep to find the
truth. We will pass orders
even without the petitioner
(Delhi Library Board)
contesting the case.” The
Bench added, “You (private
firm M/s Dimple Enterprise)
must have colluded with the
MCD and library officials.
You must have bribed them.”
The first Delhi Public Library
was started by then Prime

Minister Jawaharlal Nehru
near the old Delhi railway
station in 1951. The Delhi
Public Library, an
autonomous body, is funded
by the Ministry of Culture
and has around 45 branches
and mobile libraries in the
National Capital. The Bench
issued a show cause to the
officials of Delhi Library
Board why they were not
appearing in the matter.
It asked the MCD to file a
better affidavit giving
complete details of the
property; who resided there
and the current owner after
terming the affidavit filed by
the civic body as “misleading”.
The Bench said it would
enlarge the scope of its
investigation to include the
possibility of collusion of

library board officials with
the private firm.
Muralidhar said the
dilapidated building, housing
the public library, was a 100-
year-old structure demolished
by the MCD. He said there

was no material on record to
suggest collusion of any kind
between the officials of
library or MCD officials with
the firm and there was no
mention of any bribe being
paid.

Justice Surya Kant read out
the affidavit filed by the MCD
and said the civic body had
accepted it had no record of
any demolition of the
building whereas an official
executive engineer acted on
oral orders.
“Mr Muralidhar, you know
very well how these things
work. It is surprising that you
are defending the land mafias.
Do you think that the MCD
official acted on his own? He
must have acted on the oral
direction of the MCD
commissioner. Within days of
the order of the high court,
the building was demolished
without giving them space to
approach the high courts for
relief,” Justice Surya Kant said.
The judge went on to add,
“Thankfully, on the first

hearing of the matter, the
Bench comprising Justice
(retd) M B Lokur ordered for
status quo on the property.”
Denying any collusion,
Muralidhar said the firm had
nothing to do with the
demolition exercise. The
Bench posted the matter on
January 8, 2025.
On November 25, the SC
came down heavily on the
MCD for demolishing the
building that housed a public
library, without giving a
chance to the affected party
to seek relief, and said “there
is no divine power which can
wake you up”. It had
questioned how the civic
body demolished the
building that housed the
library since 1954, without
waiting for the parties to

approach the SC.
The SC had noted that the
Delhi High Court passed an
order on September 10, 2018,
in the matter and without
even giving a breathing time
to the tenants and other
occupants of the building to
approach the SC, the MCD
demolished the building at
around 8.30 am on
September 18, 2018.
The SC had further sought to
know the “hidden
circumstances” for which the
MCD denied the party the
right to approach it. The SC
said its interim order of
September 18, 2018, would
continue till further orders.
On September 18, 2018, the
SC ordered that no portion of
the property at Karol Bagh
would be demolished.

T N RAGHUNATHA n MUMBAI

Making no bones about his
displeasure over his

exclusion from the
Maharashtra Cabinet, a
miffed The Nationalist
Congress Party (NCP-AP)
leader and a popular Other
Backward Classes (OBC) face
in the State, Chhagan Bhujbal
said on Monday that he would
decide on his next move after
talking to his constituents and
members of a Phule
organisation of which he is the
president.
“Yes. I am upset… I may or
may not have been given a
ministerial post but Chhagan
Bhujbal is not finished,”
Bhujbal said, when media
persons button-holed him for
comment on his exclusion
from the State Cabinet.
Talking to media persons on
the first day of the Winter
Session of the State
Legislature in Nagpur, Bhubal
said, “I will take a call on my
future course of action after
consulting the people in the
constituency and also the
members of the Samata
Parishad”. Seventy-seven-
year-old Bhujbal, who is an
influential leader from OBC’s
Mali community, is the
founder- president of  the
Akhil Bharatiya Mahatma
Phule Samata Parishad.

AP n DAMASCUS

Ousted Syrian leader Bashar
Assad says he had no

plans to leave the country after
the fall of Damascus a week
ago but the Russian military
evacuated him after their base
in western Syria came under
attack.
The comments are the first by
Assad since he was overthrown
by insurgent groups. Assad
said in a statement on his
Facebook page that he left
Damascus on the morning of
December 8, hours after
insurgents stormed the capital.
He said he left in coordination
with Russian allies to the
Russian base in the coastal
province of Latakia, where he
planned to keep fighting.
Assad said that after the
Russian base came under
attack by drones, the Russians
decided to move him on the
night of Dec 8 to Russia. “I did
not leave the country as part of
a plan as it was reported
earlier,” Assad said.
“At no point during these
events did I consider stepping
down or seeking refuge nor
was such proposal made by any
individual or party,” Assad said
in the English text of his
statement. “The only course of
action was to continue fighting
against the terrorist onslaught.”

Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh pays homage at the National War Memorial on the occasion of Vijay Diwas, marking
India's victory in the 1971 Bangladesh liberation war. Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) Gen Anil Chauhan, Chief of Army Staff
Gen. Manoj Pande, Navy Chief Admiral Dinesh K Tripathi and IAF Chief Air Chief Marshal AP Singh are also seen PTI

V FOR VICTORY
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Land grabbers must be dealt with iron hand: SC
Photo: PTI
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RAJESH KUMAR n NEW DELHI

As Delhi’s average AQI rose to 399 at 9
pm on Monday, and breached the 400

mark at 10 PM, the Commission for Air
Quality Management (CAQM) on
Monday invoked Stage IV of the Graded
Response Action Plan ( GRAP) to curb air
pollution. 
As a result, entry of truck traffic into
Delhi (except for trucks carrying essential
commodities/ providing essential
services) banned. All LNG/CNG
/Electric/BS-VI Diesel trucks shall
however be permitted to enter Delhi and
NCR. Light Commercial Vehicles
registered outside Delhi, other than
EVs/CNG/BS-VI diesel, can't enter Delhi,
except those carrying essential
commodities/ providing essential
services. 
Delhi-registered BS-IV and below diesel-
operated medium and heavy goods
vehicles will be prohibited from
operating, except for those carrying
essential services. The NCR State
Governments/Delhi government will
decide whether to permit 50 per cent. of
employees in Government, municipal,
and private offices to work from home.
All construction activities, including
highways, roads, flyovers, power lines,
pipelines and other public projects, have
been suspended. Schools are closed.
Employees are asked to work from
home."Considering the steep rise in the
AQI of Delhi owing to highly
unfavourable meteorological conditions
and absolute calm wind conditions,the
CAQM Sub-Committee on GRAP called
for an emergency meeting. The Sub-
Committee decided to impose Stage-IV
(‘Severe+’ Air Quality) of the GRAP
schedule (issued on 13.12.2024) in the
entire NCR, with immediate effect", the
CAQM said in its order. The GRAP-IV is
the highest level of restrictions and is
intended to reduce the public health
impact of hazardous air quality.
“Considering the highly unfavourable
meteorological conditions including calm
winds and very low mixing height leading
the AQI of Delhi into the higher end of
the very poor category, the panel’s sub-

committee on Graded Response Action
Plan decides to impose Stage 3 of the
revised GRAP schedule (issued on
Friday) in the entire NCR, with
immediate effect,” an official order said.
According to the revised GRAP plan,
non-essential diesel light commercial
vehicles of BS-IV or older standards,
registered outside Delhi, are also not
allowed to enter the city. Construction
and demolition activities which generate
dust leading to air pollution are
restricted. Additionally, the ban on
construction work extends to all non-
essential projects, though exceptions are
made for national security, healthcare,
and specific public infrastructure
projects. To further combat the pollution,
the authorities have ramped up efforts to
suppress dust by deploying mechanised
road-sweeping and water-sprinkling
machines across the city.
As a result, schools and colleges in Delhi,
Gurugram, Faridabad, Ghaziabad, and
Gautam Budh Nagar are mandatorily
required to shift classes up to Class V to
hybrid mode under GRAP Stage III.
Students and parents will have the option
to choose online education wherever it is
available. Diesel generator sets, another
significant contributor to air pollution,
will be restricted to emergency use only
during this phase.

Gear up NCR, GRAP-IV is back

Photo: Ranjan Dimri/The Pioneer

SAUMYA SHUKLA n NEW DELHI

Coldwave conditions swept several
parts of the national Capital for a

second consecutive day on Monday as the
minimum temperature dropped to 4.5
degrees Celsius, four degrees below
normal. This is the joint lowest minimum
temperature so far this season after the
city recorded 4.5 degree Celsius  on
December 12 as well. In the coming days,
Delhi may witness a further increase in
the coldwave with shallow fog in various
parts due to calm winds and high
humidity. In its weather bulletin, the
India Meteorological Department (IMD)
has also issued a cold wave warning for
certain states of northern India, including
Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab, Haryana,
and western Uttar Pradesh, among other
states that  would persist till Saturday in
Delhi and several other states.
The temperature in certain areas of
Delhi went even below 4.5 degrees
Celsius. The minimum temperature in
Pusa was recorded at 3.5 degrees Celsius,
while in Ayanagar, the minimum
temperature was recorded at 4 degrees
Celsius.

Coldwave conditions
sweep across NCR 
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Adelegation of the Madhya
Pradesh Bidi Udyog
Sangh met Chief Minister

Mohan Yadav and discussed
issues related to employment
opportunities in the Bidi indus-
try and encouraging compliant
Bidi manufacturers.
The delegation led by Secretary
of the Bidi Udyog Sangh, Arjun
Khanna, who met Chief Minister

Yadav in the Chief Minister’s
chamber in the Vidhan Sabha,
informed that Bidi manufactur-
ing is a labour-based cottage vil-
lage industry, which requires
minimum capital or infrastruc-
ture. The association requested
to increase the subsidy on tendu
leaves per standard bag, while
giving suggestions to increase the
quantity and quality of Bidi
production from the state’s high
quality and grade tendu patta. 

The representatives of the asso-
ciation said that through pro-
duction-based incentives, the
state can be strengthened as a
centre of organized and regulat-
ed bidi production. This will also
help in creating more employ-
ment opportunities.
Chief Minister Dr. Yadav said
that the state government will
make every effort to implement
the suggestions of the Madhya
Pradesh Bidi Udyog Sangh.
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Bhopal witnessed the
coldest night of the past
58-year as it was last

recorded in the year 1966, the
minimum temperature in
Bhopal was 3.3 degrees on
Sunday, now if the mercury
drops by 0.3 degrees it would
be the lowest in the history of
Bhopal.
The Meteorological
Department had issued a cold
wave alert for Monday and it
was witnessed as the night
temperature dip to extreme
intense levels of cold.
Bhopal has had a trend of cold
and rain day and night in
December. Bhopal has been
getting wet in December for
the last 5 years out of 10. It has
rained half to 45 inches.
However, it did not rain this
time, but there was a cold wave
and a cold day for seven con-

secutive days. At the same
time, there has been a very
steep drop in the mercury at
night.
According to the
Meteorological Department,
the cold in  December was
recorded 3.1 degrees on the
night of December 11, 1966
which is the overall record so
far, 3 years ago in 2021, the
mercury reached 3.4 degrees,
but it was recorded at 3.3
degrees on Sunday night. That
is, the mercury has been the

lowest in the last 10 years, and
is also close to the overall
record.
Bhopal has been affected by
cold waves for the last 7 days.
At the same time, there is also
a situation of a cold day. Due
to the effect of icy wind, severe
cold weather conditions are
prevailing for over a week. Due
to this, the record for
December has also been bro-
ken. 
Heaters have been installed in
Van Vihar National Park to
protect animals from cold.
Deputy Director SK Sinha
said, along with installing
heaters in the animal houses,
the windows have been closed
to protect them from cold
winds. The windows of the
animal houses in Van Vihar
have also been covered.
Due to severe cold, the timing
of schools in Bhopal has been
increased by 1 hour. Now all

schools are starting from 9 am.
This order is for all CBSE,
ICSE and other board affiliat-
ed schools.
There is a trend of severe cold
in Bhopal in the second fort-
night of December, but this
time severe cold has started in
the first fortnight itself.
According to the
Meteorological Department,
in the last 10 years the night
temperature remained below 9
degrees. This time the mercury
has reached very low.
Earlier cold weather condi-
tions have been experienced at
their extreme and have broken
the record of 36 years this
November. At the same time,
the mercury was 8.8 degrees
Celsius on the first night of
December, which is less than
last year and the record of last
year has been broken. In
December too, cold broke the
record of two years.
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AIIMS Bhopal has
achieved yet another
milestone in its journey

of delivering world-class
healthcare services with the
inauguration of the Bone and
Tissue Bank by the
Department of Orthopaedics. 
This significant initiative
underscores the institution's
commitment to leveraging
advanced medical technology
for improved patient outcomes.
The inaugural ceremony was
graced by the presence of
esteemed dignitaries, with Prof.
(Dr.) Ajai Singh as the Chief
Guest. 
The event also featured the
participation of the Guest of
Honour, Dr. Rajnish Joshi
(Dean, Academics), Dr.
Shashank Purwar (Medical
Superintendent), Col. Ajit
Kumar, Deputy Director
(Administration), and Dr

Vaishali Wandeskar (Head of
Department, Anesthesia), who
lauded the initiative and its
transformative potential. 
In his address, Prof. Singh
emphasized the significance of
the Bone and Tissue Bank, say-
ing, "The inauguration of the
Bone and Tissue Bank is a
landmark achievement for
AIIMS Bhopal and a testament
to our dedication to pioneer
medical advancements. 
This facility will not only
enhance orthopaedic treat-
ments but also open new

avenues for com-
plex surgeries and
trauma care,
ensuring that our
patients receive
the best possible
care. It is a step
forward in fulfill-
ing our vision of
making AIIMS
Bhopal a leader in
healthcare excel-

lence." 
The Bone Bank will serve as a
critical resource for
orthopaedic surgeries, facili-
tating bone grafting proce-
dures, and aiding in the man-
agement of severe fractures,
joint disorders, and bone loss
cases. 
Its establishment marks a sig-
nificant leap in the institution's
capacity to address complex
orthopaedic challenges, improv-
ing recovery outcomes for
patients and advancing clinical
research in the field.
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In a tragic incident three
friends were killed after their
bike was hit by a speeding

car before it turned turtle at
Sironj Road in Berasia area of
the state capital in the evening
on Sunday, car driver escaped
the spot leaving the car.    
The three deceased were on
their way to attend a wedding
during which their bike was hit
by a car head-on. After the acci-
dent, the car also overturned.
The driver fled leaving the car
on the spot. Two youths died in
the accident on Sunday night
itself.
One died on Monday morning
during treatment. The bodies of
all three were handed over to the
family on Monday afternoon
after post-mortem at Hamidia
Hospital. The police have regis-
tered a case and started an
investigation.
Neeraj Singh Kewat (16),
Shubham Kushwah  (18) and
Mithlesh Kushwah (21) all res-
idents of village Sagoni Gunga
died in the accident. 
Neeraj and Shubham were
studying in class 9 in the village
school. Mithlesh used to work as
a labourer. Neeraj's cousin's
wedding was on Sunday in
Shamshabad, to attend which

Neeraj had left the village on
Sunday evening with both his
friends.
On Sironj Road, their bike was
hit by a KUV car bearing regis-
tration number MP04CQ9231.
Shubham, who was driving the
bike, died on the spot in the
accident. Injured Neeraj died
late Sunday night during treat-
ment while Mithlesh died on
Monday morning. 
Neeraj's father Kalyan Singh
said that he got information that
the car driver was running away
after hitting another vehicle.
During this time, the driver hit
his son and his friends riding a
bike.
The car was also badly damaged
in the accident, although the
lives of the people in the car
were saved. Treatment was going
on in a private hospital.
After the accident, all three
were taken to a private hospital
in Lambakheda. Post-mortem of
all three bodies was done
together in Hamidia Hospital.
After the post-mortem, the bod-
ies were handed over to the rel-
atives.
Police said that at the time of the
accident, the family was in the
car. The airbags of the car
opened. Due to this, the lives of
all the four people in the car
were saved.
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Vehicular traffic remained
in disarray at various
places in the state capi-

tal on Monday as a Congress
agitation coinciding with the
start of the winter session of the
Madhya Pradesh Assembly sent
motorists seeking alternative
routes to reach their destina-
tions until late in the evening.
Rush hour traffic snarls were
witnessed at prominent inter-
sections and arterial roads,
especially those connecting
various residential neighbour-
hoods to the commercial and
administrative districts in the
vicinity of the State Assembly.
Jehangirabad, Polytechnic
Square, and Raj Bhawan areas
were the worst hit, as motorists
had to turn back at several loca-
tions to avoid barricades.
The road from Jawahar Chowk
to Roshanpura remained closed
to vehicles, while barricades
were placed at Depot Square,
Mata Mandir, Roshanpura, TT
Nagar, and Bharat Mata Chowk
to reroute vehicles.
The traffic snarls continued
until the evening rush hour,
especially on the main road
connecting Kamla Park to New
Market, as motorists had to
endure long waits at
Polytechnic Square.
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Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav has said that ener-
getic youth have an

important contribution in
changing the condition and
direction of the society and the
country. It is only based on the
strength, willpower, dedication,
and hard work of the youth that
a country reaches the heights of
success. Youth power is the
true strength of India and India
is the youngest country in the
world. Indian youth are bring-
ing glory to the country by
achieving success in different
countries of the world. In
Madhya Pradesh, the work of
providing employment oppor-
tunities to the youth in all sec-
tors along with education is
being done on a large scale.
Chief Minister Dr. Yadav was
addressing the students of 45

institutions in the Yuva Samvad
programme organized under
Jan-Kalyan Parv at
Bartaktaullah University,
Bhopal.
Yadav said in the Yuva Samvad
programme focused on self-
employment that the future of
any country and state is the
youth. Encouraging the youth,
the Chief Minister said that the
youth have dreams in their
eyes, strength in their arms, and
pace in their legs. He said that
many schemes are being run to
fully utilize the talent and skills
of the youth for the develop-
ment of the state and to accom-
plish the dreams of the youth.
Through these schemes, along
with making youth self-reliant,
a campaign is also being run to
enrich the state. 
Yadav said that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's leadership is
constantly strengthening the

country. India has today
become the third power in the
world after America and Israel
from the point of view of the
security of its citizens. Prime
Minister Modi has taken vari-
ous initiatives to economically
empower youth and women. A
historic decision has been taken
to give 33 percent reservation to
women in the Lok Sabha and
Assembly. The Chief Minister
said that any country progress-
es only through the empower-
ment of Matrushakti. It is our
good fortune that India is the
only country in the whole world
where the country is called
Mata, that is why we raise slo-
gans, 'Bharat Mata ki Jai' with
great pride.
In the programme, Chief
Minister Yadav, while directly
interacting with the youth, not
only answered each of their
questions but also played the

role of a guide. Chief Minister
Dr. Yadav called upon the youth
to use their voting rights to
ensure active participation in
democracy. He told them to
always remember that they are
the future makers of the destiny
of the country.
In response to student
Shraddha's question, Chief
Minister Yadav said that this is
possible only in India where
women have been able to hold
the two highest positions like
President and Prime Minister.
The Chief Minister said that on
one hand many schemes are
being run in Madhya Pradesh to
make women self-reliant. On
the other hand, women's reser-
vation in government jobs has
been increased to 35 percent.
During the conversation with
Chief MinisterYadav, student
Chitranshi Saxena expressed
her desire to start her own

enterprise after studies. The
Chief Minister said that to
encourage women's entrepre-
neurship, women are being
given priority not only in the
schemes of the Madhya Pradesh
government but in every field.
Apart from this, for women
empowerment, domestic
women are also being benefit-
ed from Mukhyamantri Ladli
Behna Yojana and Ujjwala
Yojana. The Chief Minister said
that to provide jobs to the
youth in local industries, we are
giving Rs 5,000 per youth per
month to the industries. 
Youth studying in the institu-
tions of Bhopal participated in
the mega Yuva Samvad orga-
nized under the Jankalyan Parv.
During the event, 10 depart-
ments of the state government
gave information about depart-
mental schemes to the youth
present through presentations. 
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Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav has said that the
‘Flavours of India

Programme’, to be held at
Bharat Mandapam in Delhi
from December 16, is a won-
derful initiative to strength-
en Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi’s ‘Vocal for
Local’ campaign. He said that
this is a unique effort to
bring the identity of local
food, handicrafts, and textile
industry rooted in our coun-
try's rich heritage to the
national and international
levels. It will focus on the
nutritional benefits and
importance of Indian cereals,
especially millets, known as
‘Shri Anna’. This step will
inspire future generations to
revert to our traditional diet
and become aware towards
health.
The Union Ministry of Food
Processing is organizing
‘Flavours of India-2024’ on 16
December at Bharat

Mandapam, Delhi, in collab-
oration with the Union
Ministry of Textiles, NITI
Aayog, and Sarva Rythu Seva
Foundation. This event aims
to present the rich cultural
heritage of Indian food and
traditional clothing at the
national and international
levels.
State government promot-
ing specialties of every dis-
trict under Vocal for Local
Chief Minister Yadav said
that the state government
has taken several important
steps to promote its local
industries under Vocal for
Local. In the food sector,
local cuisine festivals have
been organized to promote
the specialties of every district
of the state. Special dishes of
Chanderi, Bhopal, and Malwa
regions have been showcased
at food festivals and interna-
tional forums to give them
national recognition.
Chief Minister calls for pro-
moting local products and
traditions

Chief Minister Yadav said
that in the textile industry,
handicraft development
schemes have been started to
promote traditional textiles
like Chanderi and
Maheshwari. Local weavers
are being trained to sell their
products through digital plat-
forms so that they can con-
nect directly with their cus-
tomers. We have also orga-
nized International Textile
Expos with a local-to-global
approach. 
Through events like Flavours
of India, the art and hard
work of local artisans, farm-
ers, and weavers help in get-
ting national and global
recognition. Chief Minister
Yadav congratulated all the
organizers for this effort and
said that this initiative will
help promote the Indian food
and textile industry and Vocal
for Local. Chief Minister Dr.
Yadav called upon everyone
to join this initiative and
promote their local products
and traditions.
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Please forgive me, I could
not do anything. I love
everyone very much.

These were the last words of
a 23-year-old BTech student
who committed suicide by
hanging witht he ceiling in
Jehangriabad area on
Monday morning, he sent
message to his father and two
friends on Sunday night
before he was found dead
next day.
On receiving the information,
the police took the body in
their custody. 
The police have registered a
case and started an investi-
gation in the matter. Before
committing suicide, the
youth sent a message to his
father and two friends on
Sunday night in which he
wrote that please forgive me,
I could not do anything. I
love everyone very much.
According to the police,
Hamid Raza Khan was a res-
ident of village Jalna in
Motihari district of Bihar.
He was studying B.Tech final
year EC branch in a private
college in the state capital. For
the last three years, he was
living in a rented room near
Rasuliya Mosque in

Jahangirabad area.
Late on Sunday night, he
sent a message to his friends
and father and made a noose
of a bedsheet and hanged
himself with the help of a fan.
The reason for the suicide
could not be revealed as no
suicide note has been found.
On Monday morning, friends
reached the room to check
after seeing the message,
where the room was found
locked from inside. 
Somehow, when the gate was
opened, the body was found
hanging from the noose.
Police were immediately
informed. Police reached on
the information and sent the
body for post-mortem. The
matter is being investigated.
The family and freinds would
be questioned which would
help in revealing the reason
behind the suicide. 
The call record details would
also be investigated, said
police. 
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Mhow: Army Public School
Mhow celebrated its 40th
anniversary on Saturday.
It was completed with great
pomp and show in the hospital-
ity of Maj. Gen. Sanjay Sajjanhar,
Commandant MCTE and Patron
Army Public School, Mhow and
special guest Smt. Sangeeta
Sajjanhar.
Chairman of Army Public
School, Mhow, Brig Sunil D
Fadatare, Mrs. Madhuri Fadatare,
Staff Officer Col SPS Bali, Mrs.
Puneet Kaur Bali and parents of
the students graced the occasion
by attending the function. The
honorable guests were cordially
and respectfully welcomed by the
school's Principal Mr. P. K.
Tiwari, Vice Principal SK
Choudhary, and coordinator of
all four wings and head girl
Arshiya Saini. 
The program was inaugurated by
the chief guest by garlanding the
picture of Goddess Saraswati
and lighting the lamp.
Principal PK. Tiwari read the
annual report of the school and
informed about the achieve-
ments of the school and the stu-
dents.
The theme of the program was
'Spandan' i.e. the heartbeat of the
country. Primary, secondary and
higher secondary departments
through 'Spandan'.
The students demonstrated the
vibration i.e. heartbeat in differ-
ent areas to the parents through
dances and plays.
At the beginning of the program,
the students of primary depart-
ment enthralled everyone with
their welcome dance. Whereas
the students of class II and III
brought the characteristics of all
the states of the country on one
platform and drenched the
atmosphere with national unity.
In the English skit, the students
of class XI depicted the aim of
imbibing the ancient values in the
innovation of the new generation
through the court decisions and
the characters of our idols like
Chanakya, Lakshmi Bai, Akbar,
Sachin Tendulkar etc. with
modernity among the youth.
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The Madhya Pradesh
Legislative Assembly's
five-day winter ses-

sion began on Monday but
was adjourned after just one
hour due to protests by the
opposition Congress over
the fertiliser issue.
During the Question Hour,
legislators from both the
ruling BJP and the opposi-
tion Congress raised various
queries. However, Leader
of Opposition (LoP) Umang
Singhar demanded an
immediate discussion on
the fertiliser shortage affect-
ing farmers. Speaker
Narendra Singh Tomar
assured the House that the
issue would be addressed
later, but Congress MLAs,
dissatisfied with the
response, disrupted pro-
ceedings and staged a walk-
out.

LoP Umang Singhar
accused the state govern-
ment of avoiding a critical
discussion on farmers'
issues. "We want to address
farmers' problems in the
Assembly, but the govern-
ment is running away from
it. If they don’t want to hold
a discussion, at least they
should provide fertilisers to
farmers," Singhar said.
As part of their protest,
Singhar arrived at the
Assembly with empty fer-

tiliser sacks, and Congress
MLAs raised slogans near
the Gandhi statue on the
Assembly premises.
The session began with tra-
ditional proceedings, includ-
ing tributes to former
Assembly members and
prominent personalities who
had passed away in recent
months.
On the first day, two of the
three newly elected MLAs,
Ramakant Bhargava
(Budhni) and Kamlesh Shah
(Amarwara, Chhindwara),
were sworn in as Assembly
members. However,
Congress MLA Mukesh
Malhotra, who recently won
the Vijaypur bypoll by
defeating BJP’s former min-
ister Ramniwas Rawat,
could not attend the session
to take his oath.
The winter session will run
for five days and conclude
on December 20.
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In Madhya Pradesh, the
Congress party continues to
stage protests against the state

government, accusing it of reneg-
ing on its promises as it com-
pletes one year in office. On the
first day of the winter session of
the Assembly on Monday,
Congress leaders and workers
demonstrated vigorously. The
party had announced plans to
march toward the Assembly,
with a large gathering of leaders
and workers assembling at
Jawahar Chowk in Bhopal.
However, they were unable to
proceed toward the Assembly
due to restrictions. Following a
public meeting, Congress leaders
symbolically surrendered them-
selves for arrest on stage and were
later released.
The police stated that Section 144
was in effect due to the Assembly

session, making movement
toward the Assembly prohibited.
Earlier in the morning, around 11
a.m., Congress MLAs gathered
near the PCC office at Shivaji
Square, intending to proceed to
the Assembly in a tractor rally.
However, the police stopped
them near Shivaji Nagar Square.
Addressing the workers during
the program, former Chief
Minister Kamal Nath urged them
to remain optimistic, assuring
them, "Our time will come."
PCC Chief Jitu Patwari also
addressed the gathering, promis-
ing respect for all party leaders
and criticizing the government’s
policies. Leader of Opposition
Umang Singhar accused the gov-
ernment of failing to provide ade-
quate fertilizer to farmers, sar-
castically noting that the Chief
Minister was “busy observing
dinosaur eggs in America.”
A notable aspect of the protest

was the presence of senior
Congress leaders on the same
stage. Former Chief Minister
Kamal Nath criticized the BJP
government, alleging rampant
corruption. "It saddens me to say
that Madhya Pradesh is now
known as a state of scams. From
employment for youth to seeds
and fertilizers for farmers, scams
are everywhere," he said. Former
minister Sajjan Singh Verma
brought up the recent suicides of
Manoj Parmar and his wife Neha,
blaming BJP and ED pressure.
Verma vowed to collect funds to
support the education of their
children.
National President of the Mahila
Congress Alka Lamba accused
the government of failing to ful-
fill promises of women's safety.
She cited incidents in Rewa,
where a woman was buried alive,
and Ujjain, where a minor girl
was brutally assaulted, as evi-

dence of growing insecurity for
women in the state. Lamba also
questioned the BJP’s claims of
affordable LPG cylinders and
highlighted issues of inflation and
unemployment, vowing to hold
the government accountable.
Former minister Jaivardhan
Singh criticized the BJP’s Ladli
Behna Yojana, noting that no
increase was made in the
promised Rs. 1,250 allowance. He
alleged that after the elections, the
BJP launched the “Ladla Neta
Yojana,” sarcastically referring
to BJP leader Ramniwas Rawat.
Singh remarked that voters in
Vijaypur chose Congress candi-
date Mukesh Malhotra over
Rawat, sending the BJP leader
home.
Former minister Priyavrat Singh
criticized the government for
importing garlic from China via
Bangladesh while denying farm-
ers fair prices for their produce.

He recalled that during the
Congress regime, electricity was
provided at Rs. 100 for 100 units,
whereas now the cost had risen
to Rs. 1,500 for the same usage.
Singh urged workers to unite
against the BJP government’s
policies.
In response to Congress’
Assembly march plans, police
deployed heavy security at
Roshanpura Square, including a
large number of women officers.
Barricades were set up on roads
leading into the city to stop
Congress workers from other
districts. At one checkpoint,
Rajgarh District Panchayat
President Chander Singh
engaged in a heated argument
with officials after workers from
Rajgarh were stopped. Despite
these obstacles, the Congress
party’s protest sent a strong mes-
sage of opposition to the BJP-led
government.
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In a bid to resolve out-
standing issues for retired
railwaymen, the Bhopal

division of West Central
Railway (WCR) organized the
second Pension Court of the
year in the state capital on
Monday.
Out of a total of 35 cases
heard by the court, 30 cases
were resolved during the pro-
ceedings, which resulted in
the immediate disbursement of
Rs 2,64,284 directly into the
pensioners' bank
accounts.Chairing the pro-
ceedings, Divisional Railway
Manager (DRM) Devashish
Tripathi lent a patient hearing
to pensioners who put forth
their concerns.Tripathi direct-
ed officials to ensure a quick

resolution of the issues. 
He emphasized that the
Pension Court serves as an
effective platform for estab-
lishing communication
between the pensioners and
the administration.
On this occasion, Additional
Divisional Railway Manager
Rashmi Diwakar, Senior
Divisional Personnel Officer
Vijay Singh, Senior Divisional
Finance Manager Ekta Arora,
Assistant Personnel Officer
(Welfare) MS Yadav, repre-
sentatives from the Retired
Pensioners' Association, and
supervisory staff from the
Personnel and Accounts
Departments were present.
The Pension Court highlights
the Railway Administration's
commitment to its retired
employees, said WCR.
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Issuing a raft of directives,
Divisional Commissioner
Sanjeev Singh, on Monday,

told officials to conduct physi-
cal verifications at all night
shelters in their districts and
ensure proper arrangements.
Singh's directives, issued at the
weekly review chaired by him,
coincide with a persisting cold
wave in the region.
Singh further urged officials to
hold regular reviews of the
progress of the Jan Kalyan Parv
(Public Welfare Festival) cam-
paigns in their jurisdictions.
He said camps being organised
under the campaign should be
designed to directly benefit
those eligible to benefit from the
welfare initiatives of the state
government.

Reviewing the action on time-
bound letters, he instructed
officials to strive for a quick
turnaround of citizens' com-
plaints.
The meeting was attended by
Joint Commissioner Vinod
Yadav and other concerned offi-
cials. The officials were instruct-
ed to resolve the time-bound
cases and present progress
reports in the next meeting.
Sanjeev Singh also reviewed
the pending complaints related
to the CM Helpline topics iden-
tified for the upcoming
Samadhan Online programme
and directed that quality reso-
lutions be provided.
He instructed the Agriculture,
Cooperation, Markfed, and
Food Departments to strength-
en soybean procurement and
ensure the availability of fer-

tilisers through constant mon-
itoring. Singh sought reports on
the progress of soybean and
paddy procurement.
In regard to the water supply
schemes under the Public
Health Engineering Department
and the Water Corporation,
Sanjeev Singh directed officials
to ensure water supply to all
populated areas and households
and to provide tap connections
to all homes.
He emphasised the continuous
review of the benefits, problems,
and functionality of these
schemes. The Divisional
Commissioner also reviewed
the credit card targets and
achievements under the
Fisheries, Agriculture,
Horticulture, and Cooperation
Departments, as well as the
beneficiary-oriented schemes.

The Divisional Commissioner
also instructed the Women and
Child Development Department
to expedite the construction of
the under-construction and pro-
posed Anganwadi buildings.
In the Bhopal division, a total of
5,256 Anganwadi buildings have
been approved, of which 4,332
have been completed. He also
reviewed the management of
stray cattle and the registration
and operation of Goshalas (cat-
tle shelters) in coordination
with the Cow Conservation
Board under the Veterinary
Department.
The weekly review held by the
key administrative official sets
the tone for work at various dis-
trict headquarters in the fol-
lowing week by outlining
responsibilities to various
departments.
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Bhopal: Chief Minister Mohan
Yadav has said that the tripar-
tite contract for the Parvati-
Kalisindh-Chambal Link
Project, which will make
Madhya Pradesh and Rajasthan
prosperous and farmers pros-
perous, is going to be signed in
Jaipur on 17 December in the
presence of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. The continu-
ous efforts being made for 20
years to realise the dream of
former Prime Minister Late
Atal Bihari Vajpayee of river
linking are now taking concrete
shape. 
The project was proposed in
the year 2004 to provide irri-
gation and drinking water facil-
ities to Madhya Pradesh and
Rajasthan, but due to lack of
consensus on water sharing
between the two states, the pro-
ject could not be implemented. 
Now that glorious day has
come when there will be a tri-
partite agreement for the
scheme and the work of the
project will move forward.
This project is the result of tire-
less efforts of the Central and

State Government. 
Water Resources Minister
Tulsiram Silawat said that this
is a matter of great fortune for
the state. This project will
change the picture and fate of
Chambal and Malwa region. 
Social and economic sector
will progress. This project will
irrigate 6 lakh 13 thousand 520
hectares in Malwa and

Chambal region of the state
and drinking water will be
available to a population of 40
lakh. Apart from this, water will
be made available as per the
demand of farmers in Bhind,
Morena and Sheopur districts
through the modernization
work of about 60 years old
Chambal right main canal and
distribution system.
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The ongoing campaign
for issuance of
Ayushman Cards has

resulted in over 23000 senior
citizens benefiting under the
Vyay Vandana initiative
under the Ayushman Bharat
scheme, said the district
administration on Monday.
The Health Department,
with the support of the dis-
trict administration, munic-
ipal corporation, and village
panchayats, is facilitating the
issuance of these cards. 
Bhopal Collector
Kaushalendra Vikram Singh
has directed government and
private hospitals as well as
nursing homes associated

with the scheme to assist the
campaign.
Chief Medical and Health
Officer (CMHO), Dr
Prabhakar Tiwari, informed
that senior citizens aged 70
years and above can visit any
government or private hos-
pital empanelled under the
Ayushman Bharat scheme
to get their Prime Minister
Vyay Vandana Ayushman
Cards. 
The facility to issue these
cards is available at 14 gov-
ernment and 160 private
hospitals associated with the
Ayushman scheme. For the
convenience of senior citi-
zens, the option to download
the card online has also been
made available.
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BJP state president and
Khajuraho MP Vishnu
Dutt Sharma criticized

the Congress party's
Assembly gherao, calling it a
failed protest that exposed its
ineffective leadership and
anti-development stance. 
Sharma stated that by
obstructing legislative pro-
ceedings and avoiding dis-
cussions on public welfare
issues in the Assembly,
Congress had betrayed the
poor, farmers, youth, women,
and the people of Madhya
Pradesh. He accused the
Congress of prioritizing its
political self-interest over the
welfare of the state's citizens.
Sharma emphasized that the
BJP government is commit-
ted to welfare and good gov-
ernance. He credited the
"double-engine" government,
led by Prime Minister

Narendra Modi at the center
and Chief Minister Dr.
Mohan Yadav in the state, for
consistently receiving the
blessings of Madhya
Pradesh's people. He added
that the sections Congress
claims to champion are
already benefiting from var-
ious welfare schemes imple-
mented by BJP governments
at both state and central lev-
els. 
According to Sharma, the
Congress' gherao was nothing
more than a platform for
speeches and internal fac-
tionalism.The BJP state pres-
ident also alleged that the
protest was merely an attempt
to enhance the image of state
Congress president Jitu
Patwari and Leader of
Opposition Umang Singhar.
He called the demonstration
directionless and futile,
asserting that it served no real
purpose beyond showcasing
Congress' internal discord.
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Bhopal: Governor Mangubhai
Patel has said that to combat
T.B. successfully and free the
country, we will have to work
with full enthusiasm and
strength. He urged the citizens
to contribute to the T.B. erad-
ication campaign. He said that
a contribution of Rs 500 or Rs
1000 in Nikshay Mitra
schemes can save people’s lives.
He urged people to extend
support to the T.B. Seal
Campaign to save the lives of
the people.
Patel today addressed the 75th
T.B. Seal Release programme
organized at Kshay Bhawan.
On this occasion, he released
the 75th T.B. Seal. He also pre-
sented food baskets to 5 T.B.
patients symbolically. He hon-
oured T.B. Champion and two
Nikshay Mitras. The Governor
was felicitated in the pro-
gramme with a shawl and

memento. Human Rights
Commission Chairman
Manohar Mamtani was also
present in the release pro-
gramme.
Patel said that the dissemina-
tion of information about the
T.B. disease is the primary
requirement for its eradication.
He emphasized on making
efforts to create public aware-
ness about the disease in
remote and deprived areas. It
has been said that dialogue
should be maintained at the
community level. Make every
household familiar with the
symptoms of the disease.
Explain that hiding the disease
will be fatal. Even the most
severe TB can be cured by
early diagnosis of the disease,
regular intake of medicines
and a nutritious diet rich in
vitamins. The patient may
become healthy.
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India and Sri Lanka on
Monday here adopted a

futuristic vision to expand their
partnership, resolved to soon
conclude a defence cooperation
pact and decided to ramp up
energy ties by establishing elec-
tricity grid connectivity and
multi-product petroleum
pipelines.
The decisions were taken dur-
ing wide-ranging talks between
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Sri Lankan President
Anura Kumara Disanayaka.
Modi said both sides decided
to emphasise investment-led
growth and connectivity for the
India-Sri Lanka economic part-
nership, and it was decided that
physical, digital and energy
connectivity will be key pillars
of the cooperation.
Work will be done to establish
electricity grid connectivity
and multi-product petroleum
pipelines, Modi said, adding
India will supply liquefied nat-
ural gas to the island nation's
power plants.
The prime minister also
announced that a ferry service
will be started between

Rameshwaram and Talaimanar
to boost connectivity between
the two nations.
"We both agree that our secu-
rity interests are interconnect-
ed. We have decided to soon
finalise the defence cooperation
agreement. There has also been
an agreement for cooperation
on hydrography," Modi said.
The vexed fishermen issue also
figured in the talks.  "We also
discussed issues related to the
livelihood of fishermen. We
agree that we must proceed
with a humanitarian approach

to this matter," Modi said.
Referring to the Tamil issue, the
Prime Minister said India
hopes that the Sri Lankan gov-
ernment will fulfil the aspira-
tions of the community.
The prime minister also noted
that India has so far provided
Lines of Credit and grant assis-
tance worth USD 5 billion to
Sri Lanka.
"We have cooperation in all 25
districts of Sri Lanka and selec-
tion of our projects is always
based on priorities of our part-
ner countries," he said.

PM Modi holds talks 
with Sri Lankan President PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
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The Congress on Monday
levelled conflict of inter-

est allegations against the
SEBI chairperson Madhabi
Buch and claimed that
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman's "failure" to act
decisively on it has not only
tarnished the credibility of the
government but also jeopar-
dised the financial gover-
nance framework. Attacking
the government over the
Adani issue during the dis-
cussion on the supplementary
demands for grants in Lok
Sabha, Congress MP KC
Venugopal said a joint par-
liamentary committee must
probe the entire matter. He
alleged it is a government "by
Adani, of Adani, for Adani". 

Venugopal said between
2017-2024, Buch allegedly
received over Rs 16.4 crore
from ICICI bank while serv-
ing as  a  Securit ies  and
Exchange Board of India
(SEBI) official regulating that
bank.  "This was five times her
salary from SEBI, presenting
a blatant conflict of interest,"
he said. She received rental
income from entities linked to
a firm under SEBI investiga-
tion, said Venugopal, who
also heads the Public
Accounts Committee (PAC). 

"What does it mean sir, SEBI
is investigating the company
and the chairperson is renting
out property to entity linked
to that company," he said.
Venugopal also alleged that
the SEBI chairperson traded
in securities worth of Rs 36.9
crore while holding access to
unpublished price-sensitive
information which he said
was a direct violation of SEBI
code of ethics. She failed to
disclose assets in Singapore
and the US between 2017-21
despite being obligated to do

so, Venugopal said. 
Despite these allegations,

the finance minister neither
initiated an independent
inquiry nor has taken any dis-
ciplinary action, Venugopal
said.  "Inaction undermines
the government's claim of
transparency and commit-
ment to investor confidence,"
he said. Posing questions to
the Finance Minister,
Venugopal asked why has the
Finance Ministry not initiat-
ed any disciplinary and legal
proceedings against the SEBI

chairperson despite clear evi-
dence of conflicts of interest
that undermines the integri-
ty of the regulatory body. 
"Doesn't the finance minis-

ter take note, acknowledge
and take responsibility for
the damage to investor confi-
dence, both domestic and
foreign, due to the lack of
timely action against SEBI
chairperson?" he said.  Can
the Finance Minister clarify
whether the government is
willing to accept responsibil-
ity for the uncertainty and

volatility of stock market,
stemming from the conflict of
interest involving the SEBI
chairperson, he said. What
steps does the finance minis-
ter intend to take to ensure
transparency and account-
ability in SEBI leadership
especially in the light of the
allegations, Venugopal asked. 
"Does the Ministry believe

that retaining the chairperson
under such circumstances
send a wrong signal to India's
commitment to corporate
governance and regulatory
transparency?" he said.  "The
Finance Minister's failure to
act decisively not only tar-
nished the credibility of the
government but also jeopar-
dised the national financial
governance framework. What
is the complicit interest of the
government and the SEBI
chairperson?" Venugopal said.
Why the Government is not
taking any action, he asked.
He alleged that the name of
Adani group figured in stock
manipulation and questioned
how the SEBI chairperson
can investigate that when "she
is part of the scandal". He
demanded that a JPC inquiry
be initiated in the entire mat-
ter.  In the country, 11 crore
people are dependent on
stock markets, most of them
from middle income groups,
he said.

Why Govt not acting against SEBI chief, asks Congress
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Rajya Sabha on Monday
saw treasury and opposi-

tion benches trading charges
during the discussion on the
'Glorious Journey of 75 Years
of the Constitution of India.'
Initiating the debate, Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
said the Congress party car-
ried out major amendments
to the Constitution to brazen-
ly help the "family" and the
"dynasty".
Leader of Opposition in the
Rajya Sabha and Congress
President Mallikarjun Kharge
accused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of misleading
the country by "twisting facts"
about Pandit  Jawaharlal
Nehru's letter on reservation
to states and demanded an
apology.  The Upper House
will debate on the issue on
Monday and Tuesday.
Sitharaman also termed the
Congress party as "anti-
women" for not passing the
Women's Reservation Bill
under pressure of its coalition
partners.
The senior BJP leader said the
economic policies of the pre-
vious Congress governments
for about 50 years did not
strengthen the Indian econo-
my.
"Each time the Congress
brazenly (amended
Constitution)... Only to help
the family, the dynasty... Kept

amending the Constitution,"
she said.
Citing various amendments,
including the 42nd
Constitutional Amendment
and one related to the Shah
Bano case,  the Finance
Minister said none of the
amendments passed the test
of four criteria -- economic
good, social intent,  due
process, and constitutional
spirit.
She said the amendments
were not to strengthen
democracy but to protect
those in power and strength-
en the family.
In her speech, she said
renowned lyricist Majrooh
Sultanpuri and actor Balraj
Sahni were both jailed in
1949.
Congress' record of curtailing
freedom of speech was not
just confined to Sultanpuri
and Sahni, she said and high-
lighted many more instances,
including banning of a film
called 'Kissa Kursi Ka' just
because it questioned the
then Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi and her son.
Sitharaman further said the
spree of curtailing the free-
dom of expression and free-
dom of press had happened
before 1949 and thereafter
also during the Congress rule.
The Minister said India's first
Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru adopted the Soviet
Model and was carried for-
ward by Indira Gandhi, but

the socialist model did not
benefit India.
She said the economic poli-
cies followed by the Congress
governments for 50 years did
not strengthen the economy.
Referring to the women reser-
vation in Parliament and state
assemblies, Sitharaman said a
bill regarding it was passed in
the Rajya Sabha in 2008, but
the ruling Congress did not
take it to the Lok Sabha, as its
alliance partners were not in
favour of the legislation.
She said Congress is "anti-
women" as it did not pass the
Women's Reservation Bill to
save "Kursi" (power).
Rajiv Gandhi had 426 mem-
bers in Lok Sabha and 159
members in the Rajya Sabha,
they did not have the convic-
tion to pass the Women's
Reservation Bill at that time.
Very clearly, they have always
been anti-women. Shah Bano
case is a very clear example,
she said.
The Congress Party, she said
passed the Muslim Women
Protection of Rights on
Divorce Act, 1986 which
denied Muslim women their
right to alimony.
On the other hand, the Modi
government brought the 'Nari
Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam'
in the first session, which was
held in the new building of
the Parliament.
On the contrary, she said her
party, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), has always been

committed to women's reser-
vation and increasing women
participation in politics. "I
myself am a beneficiary of
this," the Finance Minister
said.
At the start of her speech, she
paid homage to the 389 mem-
bers of  the Constituent
Assembly,  including 15
women, who took up the
arduous challenge and pre-
pared the Constitution for
India in a very challenging
environment.
The Constitution of India
"has stood the test of time,"
she said. "Today we are
extremely proud of the way
India's democracy is grow-
ing."
Stating that India and its
Constitution stands out in a
separate league of its own,
Sitharaman said post the sec-
ond World War, over 50 coun-
tries had become independent

and they had their constitu-
tion written.
While accusing Prime
Minister Modi of misleading
the country by “twisting facts”
about Pandit Nehru, Kharge
also charged the  BJP leaders
of indulging in 'bhakti' of
Prime Minister Modi, assert-
ing that it was leading the
country towards dictatorship.
The Congress President cited
Modi's speech in which he
had said there was no elected
government between 1947-
1952 and the Congress had
il legal ly  amended the
Constitution.
Kharge said the first amend-
ment was carried out by the
Constituent Assembly mem-
bers which included Syama
Prasad Mookerjee and was
undertaken to provide reser-
vation to Scheduled Caste,
Scheduled Tribes, fix prob-
lems related to education,

employment and abolish
Zamindari system.
"I want to inform the House
that the Supreme Court had
rejected Madras state's deci-
sion on reservation."
He said the other aspect of
this amendment was to stop
communal propaganda and
Sardar Patel in a letter on July
three, 1950 had suggested to
Nehru that constitutional
amendment was the only
remedy for this problem.
"Therefore, Nehru wrote a
letter to chief ministers. This
has been mentioned in PM's
speech after twisting facts to
defame Nehru for which he
should apologise to the
nation. This is my demand. If
you twist the facts before the
nation and attempt to defame,
then you should apologise in
this House and other House
and before people of this
country," Kharge said.
He said the prime minister
lives in past, not in present
and it would have been better
had he listed present achieve-
ments that strengthened
democracy.
Kharge claimed erstwhile
leaders of RSS were against
the Constitution.  "In 1949,
the entire country knew that
RSS leaders opposed the
Constitution because it was
not based on Manusmriti.
RSS mouthpiece Organiser
in the edition of November
30, 1949 had written about it,"
he said.

Kharge said it is clear from
debates of the Constituent
Assembly that erstwhile lead-
ers of RSS were against the
Constitution.
Those who hated the flag,
Ashok Chakra and the
Constitution are today giving
lessons to us on the
Constitution."
He said even when many
powerful countries were not
practising universal adult
franchise, women and all sec-
tions of societies in India
were given the right to vote
during the Congress regime
through the Constitution.
He said that government lead-
ers cut-paste information and
present them as per their
convenience to twist facts.
"Those who did not fight for
the country, how will they
know the importance of free-
dom, Constitution?" Kharge
asked.
BJP has been giving 'jumlas'
and befooling people of the
countr y and questioned
promises made by Modi to
pay Rs 15 lakh, he said adding
people are still waiting for the
money as well as two crore
jobs and doubling of farmers'
income.
Kharge said that BJP is against
reservation and that is why
the party is against caste cen-
sus.  He further said the
Congress government will
implement women reserva-
tion faster than BJP.
He also raised the issue of

Manipur, which is suffering
from ethnic violence for the
last one-and-half years. He
said the prime minister trav-
els everywhere but has no
time to visit the strife-torn
state.
Some other Opposition MPs
accused the government of
attacking the federal structure
and undermining constitu-
tional bodies while claiming
that an Emergency-like situ-
ation exists in the country.
Debashish Samantaray, whose
party Biju Janata Dal (BJD) is
not a part of either the ruling
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) or opposition's Indian
National  Developmental
Inclusive Alliance (INDIA),
alleged that Constitutional
watchdogs have been con-
verted into "pet-dogs".
"What is the situation today,
anyone can be sent to jail,
chief ministers were put in
jail, denied bail. There is def-
initely an Emergency in the
country, I will say it openly,"
he said.
Trinamool Congress Rajya
Sabha MP Saket Gokhale
alleged that justice is being
denied to people under the
NDA government and
accused it of destroying the
Constitution.  He alleged that
minorities are being subject-
ed to "atrocities every day".
DMK's Tiruchi Siva accused
the Union government of
undermining the federal
structure of the country.

Debate on Glorious Journey of 75 Years of Constitution of India: Treasury, Opp benches trade charges
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India has 1,065 large dams
that are between 50 and 100

years old while 224 are over
a century old, the Union Jal
Shakti Ministry said on
Monday. There are a total of
6,138 constructed and 143
under-construction dams in
the country.
Responding to a question in

the Rajya Sabha, Minister of
State for Ja l  Shakti  Raj
Bhushan Choudhary said the
government enacted the Dam
Safety Act, 2021 to address
the challenges posed by age-
ing dams and to prevent dis-
asters arising from dam fail-
ures.
He said dams, apart from
serving irrigation and power
generation purposes, play a
significant role in mitigating
floods.

According to the National
Register of  Large Dams
(NRLD-2023 edition), com-
piled jointly by the National
Dam Safety Authority
(NDSA) and CWC, there are
6,138 constructed and 143
under construction dams
which aggregate to a total of
6,281 large dams.
Of these numbers, only 224

dams are more than 100 years
old and there are 1065 large
dams which are 50 to 100
years old.
Choudhary said the govern-

ment enacted the Dam Safety
Act and is also implementing
the Dam Rehabilitation and
Improvement Project (DRIP)
Phase II and III, aimed at
rehabilitating 736 dams across
19 states and three central
agencies.
After China and America,
India ranks third in the world
in terms of the number of
dams.  In August ,  the
Government had told
Parliament that at least 47
dams—38 commissioned and
9 under construction—have
been identified by the Central
Electr icity Authority as
potentially affected by Glacial
Lake Outburst  Floods
(GLOFs) from glacial lakes in
India. GLOF studies have
been completed for 31 of
these projects ,  the
Government said. A glacial
lake outburst flood (GLOF) is
a type of outburst flood
caused by the failure of a dam
containing a glacial lake.

224 big dams in
country over century
old, Minister tells RS PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
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Delhi's  groundwater
resources are heavily

strained, with the overall
extraction rate at 99.13 per
cent, categorised as "critical",
whi le  the situat ion in
Bengaluru is even more
alarming with the overall
groundwater extraction rate at
150.84 per cent, the Union Jal
Shakti  ministr y said on
Monday.
Responding to a question in
the Rajya Sabha, Minister of
State for Jal Shakti, Raj
Bhushan Choudhary, said that
while desalination technolo-
gy using reject heat from
nuclear reactors is opera-
tional at Kalpakkam, Tamil
Nadu, it is not widely applic-
able.
Instead, the reverse osmosis
(RO) membrane technology
is deemed suitable for treat-
ing groundwater, the minister
said.
The government has also
assessed groundwater dynam-
ics in urban areas like Delhi
and Bengaluru, but similar
data for Mumbai is unavail-
able due to insufficient data
collection.
Delhi's groundwater resources
are heavily strained, with the
overall extraction rate at 99.13
per cent, which is categorised
as "crit ical" ,  Choudhary
informed.
Areas like Vasant Vihar,
Mehrauli, and Saket are in

dire straits, recording extrac-
tion levels of 153.13 per cent,
117.9 per cent, and 116.31 per
cent, respectively.
Vasant Vihar topped the chart
for overextraction, drawing
more than 1.6 times the avail-
able resource, he said.
The critical zones in Delhi
include central and south
regions l ike Karol Bagh
(114.47 per cent) ,
Chanakyapuri (131.45 per
cent), and Dwarka (99.83 per
cent).
Shahdara and south-west
districts also reported con-
cerning levels, with overex-
traction exacerbating water
stress.
The situation in Bengaluru is
even more alarming, with the
overall groundwater extrac-

tion rate at 150.84 per cent,
the minister said.
Yelahanka emerged as the
most stressed region, extract-
ing over 225 per cent of its
avai lable groundwater
resource. Other urban areas,
including Bangalore North,
East, and South, recorded
over extraction rates exceed-
ing 200 per cent.
Bangalore City itself reported
an extraction rate of 217.4 per
cent.
The minister also empha-
sised that advanced desali-
nation and groundwater
recharge technologies could
play a role in water conser-
vation, but their scalability is
constrained by infrastruc-
ture and feasibility chal-
lenges.

Delhi’s groundwater resources 
heavily strained, says Jalshakti Minister
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Just 28 per cent of about
20,236 million liters per day

urban wastewater generated
in India undergoes treatment,
leaving the remaining i.e. 72
per cent untreated and flowing
into rivers, lakes, and land, a
report by the Centre for Science
and Environment (CSE) has
revealed.
The largest gap in wastewater
treatment is seen in states like
Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Rajasthan, Tamil
Nadu, Delhi, and Haryana.
The untreated water not only
causes environmental damage
but also presents an opportu-
nity to tackle India’s growing
urban water crisis due to rapid
urbanization, industrial
growth, population expansion,
and climate change, says the
report  ‘Waste to Worth:
Managing India’s urban water
crisis through wastewater
reuse.’ It was released recently
at a national workshop orga-
nized jointly by CSE and the
National Mission for Clean
Ganga (NMCG), under the
Union Ministry of Jal Shakti.
Speaking on the occasion,
Sunita Narain, director gener-
al, CSE said: “India faces sig-
nificant water scarcity chal-
lenges due to rapid urbanisa-
tion, industrial growth, popu-
lation expansion – and most
importantly -- climate change.
Wastewater reuse can be a key
part of the strategy to address
these concerns and promote

water circularity and sustain-
ability.”
Rajiv Kumar Mital, director
general, NMCG echoed simi-
lar views and said that “Using
and disposing treated water,
without harnessing its poten-
tial, means we are losing out on
utilising an important resource.
The challenge is to scale up and
ensure that the work we do in
this sector is impactful.” 
The Jal Shakti Ministry has
mandated that cities must recy-
cle and reuse at least 20 per cent
of the water they consume.
The report also highlights good
examples -- cases of states that
have introduced policies to
encourage treated wastewater
reuse.” Maharashtra, for
instance, mandates industries
in urban areas to use treated
wastewater. Gujarat targets 100
per cent reuse with applications
in agriculture and industry,
and Tamil Nadu promotes
reuse for industrial and urban
greening projects.
At the national level, the
National Urban Sanitation

Policy (NUSP) and the
Namami Gange Programme
emphasise wastewater man-
agement and reuse as key com-
ponents of water security ini-
tiatives. Cities like Nagpur,
Benguluru and Chennai have
taken the lead in implementing
wastewater reuse practices.
Nagpur supplies treated waste-
water to power plants, signifi-
cantly reducing freshwater
usage, while Benguluru utilis-
es it for agriculture, lake revival
and groundwater recharge.
Chennai has adopted treated
wastewater for industrial appli-
cations, urban landscaping and
groundwater recharge. 
While advancements in decen-
tralised and cost-effective treat-
ment technologies can address
infrastructure deficits, the
report also calls for public-pri-
vate partnerships that can help
mobilise investments for scal-
ing up reuse projects, and
capacity-building initiatives to
improve awareness and accep-
tance among urban managers
and communities. 

Only 28 per cent of urban wastewater
undergoes treatment in India: CSE report

Ranjan Dimri
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Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath

fiercely defended his govern-
ment’s handling of the recent
Sambhal violence during a
charged assembly session,
accusing the opposition of
shedding "crocodile tears"
while ignoring past communal
killings involving Hindus.
“Since Independence, 209
Hindus have been killed in
Sambhal during communal
riots, but not a single opposi-
tion leader ever spoke out,”
Adityanath claimed, referenc-
ing historical riots that scarred
the state.
Leader of Opposition Mata
Prasad Pandey hit back, accus-
ing the CM of evading

accountability. “Instead of
answering the real issue, the
Chief Minister has tried to
mislead the House by dragging
in unrelated historical events,”
Pandey said. He urged the gov-
ernment to focus on present
challenges rather than deflect-
ing responsibility through his-
torical narratives.
Adityanath questioned why
Hindu religious processions
face restrictions in Muslim-
majority areas, while Muslim
processions proceed freely in
Hindu-dominated regions.
“This discrimination will not
be tolerated,” he declared,
announcing a judicial inquiry
into the Sambhal violence to
uncover the facts.
Recalling past communal
clashes, Adityanath listed vio-
lent incidents from the 1970s

in cities like Agra, Azamgarh,
Gonda, Prayagraj, Meerut, and
Pilibhit. He contrasted this
with his administration’s
record, claiming a 97% reduc-
tion in communal riots under
BJP rule, citing National
Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) data.
“How can chanting 'Ram
Ram,' a cultural tradition, be
communal?” the CM asked,
accusing the opposition of
undermining India’s religious
heritage. He also cited histor-
ical texts like *Babar Nama* to
assert that several mosques
were built by demolishing
temples, linking Friday prayers
to recent violent clashes. “We
have historical evidence sup-
porting our claims,” he assert-
ed.
Backing the implementation of

a Uniform Civil  Code,
Adityanath argued that it
reflects the people’s will and
accused the opposition of
resisting court-backed reforms
for vote-bank politics. “Our
Constitution guarantees equal-
ity for all. Why should anyone
oppose a law ensuring uni-
form personal rights?” he
questioned.
Reaffirming his government’s
strict stance against violence,
he promised harsh legal action
against anyone found involved
in riots. “We have zero toler-
ance for lawlessness,” he said,
pointing to video evidence
showing rioters pelting stones
and wielding weapons. “No
culprit will escape justice,” he
added.
The Chief Minister framed
recent electoral victories in

constituencies like Kundarki
and Phulpur as symbolic wins
for *Sanatan Dharma* over
divisive politics. He stressed
that festivals such as Navratri
and processions like Shobha
Yatra are central to India's cul-
tural identity.
Adityanath also warned the
opposition against inciting
communal tension through
inflammatory speeches. “If
anyone creates anarchy, they
will face strict action under the
law,” he emphasized.
Concluding his speech,
Adityanath pledged unwaver-
ing commitment to preserving
India’s religious heritage while
maintaining law and order.
“We will not allow history to
repeat itself. Peace and justice
will prevail in Uttar Pradesh,”
he affirmed.

Sambhal violence: Yogi accuses Opp of ‘misleading' Assembly 

BISWAJEET
BANERJEE/KAMLESH
SRIVASTAVA n AYODHYA

Ayodhya is shivering under
an intense cold wave,

with temperatures plunging to
a biting 3°C, six degrees below
normal. As residents bundle
up with layers of warm cloth-
ing, even Lord Ramlala at the
Ram Janmabhoomi temple is
being dressed in special
woolen attire to shield Him
from the harsh winter.
To combat the freezing tem-
peratures, Ramlala will don a
woolen dhoti made from
Kullu wool and an Angavastra
crafted from Ladakh's
Pashmina wool. These metic-
ulously designed garments
were sent from Delhi and
have already reached
Ayodhya.

“ The clothes have been
designed with intricate pat-
terns keeping in mind the
sanctity and tradition,” said
Manish Tripathi, designer of
Ramlala's attire. “As the cold
intensifies, we will adjust the
fabric and design according-
ly.”
Currently, Ramlala is adorned
in a Pashmina shawl and silk
garments. With winter tight-
ening its grip, these new
woolen outfits will provide
additional warmth. Two
Angavastras—one draped
over His shoulder and the
other in His hand—will also
be made from fine Pashmina
wool.
The temple priests are ensur-
ing Ramlala’s well-being with
meticulous care. “Ramlala is
treated like a child,” said
Santosh Kumar Tiwari, assis-

tant priest of the Ram Mandir.
“In the morning,  His
Abhishek (ritual bath) is done
with lukewarm water, and
heaters have been installed in
the sanctum sanctorum.”
The deity's daily offerings
also reflect winter’s demands.
Before the Mangala Aarti in
the early morning, peda and
dry fruits are offered. At 7:30
a.m., during the Shringar
Aarti, fruits and more dry
fruits are presented. Later,
poha or desi ghee halwa is
served at 9:00 a.m., followed
by Rajbhog, a full meal
including kheer, at noon.
After a mid-day rest, sweets
and water are offered at 1:30
p.m. At 4:00 p.m., various
snacks and coconut water or
fruit juice are presented in
turn.
Pilgrims visiting Ayodhya

expressed awe at the elaborate
winter care arrangements for
Ramlala. “It feels heartwarm-
ing to see how the Lord is
being taken care of with so
much devotion,” said Poonam
Sharma, a devotee from
Kanpur. “This level of dedi-
cation makes us feel spiritu-
ally connected despite the
cold.”
Vijay Singh, a pilgrim from
Varanasi, shared, “I have
visited many temples, but
the detailed care here during
winter is unmatched. Seeing
Ramlala wrapped in warm
woolen clothes makes us
feel He is among us as fam-
ily.”
Ayodhya has emerged as the
coldest district in Uttar
Pradesh over the past three
days, with temperatures dip-
ping below 5°C consistently.

On Friday-Saturday night,
the mercury hit a freezing
3°C.
The Meteorological
Department at  Achar ya
Narendra Agricultural
Technology University attrib-
uted the icy conditions to
continuous snowfall in the
Himalayas and the chilly
western winds blowing across
the plains. “This pattern is
likely to persist for about a
week,” a department official
said. “However, daytime sun-
shine will provide some
relief.”
Amid these frigid conditions,
residents are relying on bon-
fires and heaters to stay warm.
As the cold wave continues,
Ayodhya's  spir itual  and
human l ives intertwine,
reflecting resilience in the
face of winter's icy grip.

Amid freezing cold, Ayodhya ensures special winter wear for Lord Ramlala

PTI n BILASPUR (HP)

The Himachal Pradesh gov-
ernment is exploring a pro-

posal for building an under-
water tunnel in Gobind Sagar
Lake to connect Bilaspur city to
four-lane road between
Kiratpur and Manali, said
Technical Education Minister
Rajesh Dharmani on Monday.
Interacting with a group of
reporters here, he said the tun-
nel will be built from Luhnu
Maidan to the four-lane road.
If the plan becomes fruitful, it
will not only prove to be a life-
saver for Bilaspur city but will
also be the first bridge in the
country to be built inside a lake.
Govind Sagar Lake reservoir in
Una and Bilaspur districts of
Himachal Pradesh is about 56
km in length and 3 km in
breadth.
After the construction of
Kiratpur-Manali four-lane
road, Bilaspur city has lost its
connection with the main road.
This has resulted in the slow-
ing down of economic activi-
ties here. Construction of the
bridge will also provide a new
path to traders and industrial-
ists.
The underwater tunnel bridge
will not only connect the city

directly to the four-lane road
but it will also become a cen-
tre of attraction for tourists. If
there are possibilities of bridge
construction, experts and con-
sultants from Germany will be
hired for the ambitious project,
he said.
"The bridge will be construct-
ed using Germany's advanced
immersion tunnel technology
and tunnel boring machine. In
immersion tunnel technology,
parts of the tunnel will be
built on land and installed
under the lake.
"It will be made safe and
durable by digging below the
lake bed with a tunnel boring
machine," he said.

A team of experts will be
formed to assess the possibili-
ties of the project. If the plan is
found to be feasible, it will be
proposed for budget under the
Setu Bharatam scheme of the
central government. Several
hundred crore rupees are esti-
mated to be spent on the pro-
ject, the minister said.
Keeping in mind the environ-
mental balance, advanced and
sustainable German technolo-
gy will be used in this project
which will write the story of the
revival of Bilaspur, Dharmani.
If this project comes to fruition,
it will become an example not
only for the state but also for
the entire country, he added.

Himachal Government exploring
proposal to build underwater tunnel

PTI n PATNA

The Bihar Public Service
Commission (BPSC) on

Monday cancelled its prelimi-
nary examination held at one
of the centres in Patna, where
an official on duty died of heart
attack following a ruckus cre-
ated by “unruly” candidates on
December 13.
The incident took place at the
Bapu Pariksha Parisar in
Patna's Kumhrar locality, which
was one of the more than 900
centres for the Combined
(Preliminary) Competitive
Examination (CCE). Nearly 5
lakh candidates appeared for
the exam held for hiring peo-
ple in Group A and B posts.
"The BPSC has decided to can-
cel its preliminary examination
held at Bapu Pariksha Parisar
examination centre due to dis-
ruption created by a group of
unruly aspirants as part of a
conspiracy to disrupt the
exam,” BPSC Chairman
Parmar Ravi Manubhai told
reporters.
The Commission will soon
announce a fresh date for the
examination for that particular
centre. Around 6,500 students,
who had appeared for the exam
on December 13, will be able to

write the papers again, he said.
However, those who created
trouble at the centre on Friday
would be debarred, Manubhai
said.
"The commission has identified
30-40 aspirants - who can be
described as anti-social ele-
ments. They created disruption
in the examination process at
the centre. More such candi-
dates are being identified by the
police. They all will be debarred
from appearing in the BPSC
exam," the chairman said.
On the date of the exam, a
group of candidates at Bapu
Pariksha Parisar stormed out of
their examination halls, alleg-
ing that question papers were
leaked on social media before
the exam started.
A huge crowd had gathered
outside the centre as well and
the situation was brought
under control through police

intervention.
The Patna district administra-
tion on Sunday recommended
slapping of murder charges on
those who had tried to disrupt
a recent examination.
Following the ruckus, an addi-
tional examination superin-
tendent, Ram Iqbal Singh, died
of cardiac arrest and a woman
candidate fell unconscious.
The BPSC chairman on
Monday said, "The CCE 70th
preliminary examination was
held in a single shift from
noon to 2 pm. The examination
was held in 912 centres across
the state, and of those, free and
fair exams were held in 911
centres," he said.
"CCTV footage of Bapu
Pariksha Parisar has revealed
that some of the candidates
snatched question papers from
the invigilators and stormed
out of the examination hall
screaming that the paper had
been leaked.
“Snatching question papers
from invigilators and showing
those to outsiders are tanta-
mount to looting public prop-
erty. Police action will be ini-
tiated against these persons
who seem to have acted as a
part of a conspiracy," Manubhai
said.

BPSC cancels its preliminary
examination held at centre in Patna

PTI n HYDERABAD

Amid sloganeering by oppo-
sition BRS MLAs against the

Congress government, the
Telangana Assembly was
adjourned for the day on
Monday without completing a
debate on tourism policy.
When the House resumed after
a tea break, Speaker G Prasad
Kumar took up a short discus-
sion on 'Telangana State Tourism
Policy', but the opposition party
members kept raising slogans
against the Congress dispensa-
tion. Taking exception to the
BRS legislators allegedly not
following the rules and tradi-
tions of the House, Legislative
Affairs Minister D Sridhar Babu
said the government is ready to
respond to any issue raised by
the opposition members. The
Speaker directed BRS MLAs to
hand over the pamphlets to the
marshals and disapproved of
them raising slogans and dis-
playing placards inside the
House. Tourism Minister Jupally
Krishna Rao began his speech
on Tourism sector, but the BRS
MLAs continued to raise slo-
gans. The Speaker promised to
provide opportunity to BRS
MLA T Harish Rao to speak and

urged the main opposition
members to return to their
seats. As the slogan shouting
continued, he adjourned the
House for the day. Addressing
reporters after the adjournment
of the House, BRS Working
President K T Rama Rao hit out
at the ruling Congress for not
taking up debate on the arrest of
"farmers" over the November 11
attack on government officials
during a public hearing for land
acquisition at Lagacharla village
in Kodangal assembly segment,
represented by CM A Revanth
Reddy. Congress whip Adi
Srinivas told media that the BRS
was not sincere in raising peo-
ple's issues in the Assembly and
was only wasting the precious
time of the House. The BRS is
raising a hue and cry about the
arrest of farmers in connection
with the attack on government
officials, but peasants were
handcuffed during the previous
BRS regime in Khammam, he
alleged. Later, the BRS members
held a protest at the assembly
entrance in the legislature
premises against the Congress
government and held placards
condemning a farmer being
taken to hospital in handcuffs
last week. 

Telangana Assembly
adjourned without completing
debate on tourism

PTI n BHOPAL

The Winter Session of the
Madhya Pradesh assembly

began on Monday with the
House paying rich tributes to
industrialist Ratan Tata, former
Union ministers Natwar Singh
and SM Krishna and other
leaders who died recently.
Speaker Narendra Singh Tomar
administered oath to newly
elected MLAs Kamlesh Pratap
Shah from the Amarwada (ST)
seat and Ramakant Bhargava
from the Budhni constituency.
Tomar later mentioned the
deaths of industrialist Ratan
Tata, former union ministers
Singh and Krishna, former
Madhya Pradesh ministers
Captain Jaipal Singh, Arif
Aqueel and Bharat Singh, for-
mer Rajya Sabha member
Prabhat Jha and others and
recalled their contributions to
the country and the state.
Chief Minister Mohan Yadav
said Tata was a simple and
decent man. He was not only a
renowned industrialist but also
a social worker and a nation-
alist who served humanity.
Remembering Jha, Yadav said

the BJP leader was a man of the
organisation and a renowned
writer and journalist. He was a
member of the Rajya Sabha,
served as the state BJP presi-
dent and was a good social
worker.
He also paid rich tributes to
Natwar Singh and S M Krishna
and recalled their contribu-
tions.
Yadav condoled the death of
Baiga tribal artist and Padma
Shri recipient Jodhaiya Bai,
who passed away on Sunday.
He said Jodhaiya Bai's creative
works on clay and wood were
exhibited in Milan and Paris.
Leader of Opposition Umang
Singhar paid tribute to Arif

Aqueel, saying the former min-
ister was known for his sim-
plicity and straightforward-
ness. He wore rubber slippers
his entire life and served peo-
ple without any discrimination.
Speaking about Natwar Singh,
Singhar said that as the exter-
nal affairs minister, he took
bilateral relations between
nations to a new height and was
a renowned diplomat.
The LoP lauded Ratan Tata's
efforts in giving a new direction
to the corporate social respon-
sibility (CSR) sector and setting
an example to show how an
industrialist can serve society
by forming different trusts to
help weaker sections and

youth.
The House also paid tribute to
soldiers who lost their lives in
a road accident in Sikkim and
noted Saint Siyaram Baba, who
passed away recently. A two-
minute silence was observed as
a mark of respect to the depart-
ed souls, following which the
Speaker adjourned the House
for 10 minutes.
After Question Hour, the
Opposition Congress raised
the issue of the shortage of fer-
tilisers and problems faced by
farmers across the state and
sought a reply from the gov-
ernment.
The Speaker said the govern-
ment would respond when the
House takes up the matter for
discussion. However, Congress
members insisted on it and
staged a walkout when the
chair did not relent.
Later, State Urban
Administration and
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Kailash Vijaywargiya moved a
resolution to congratulate the
Indian Army for its valour
during the war that led to the
creation of Bangladesh on
December 16, 1971.

Winter Session in MP Assembly begins
with tributes to Tata, other departed leaders

STAFF REPORTER n
GURUGRAM

Few miscreants targeted a
parked car near an old jail

complex over a minor dispute
under the Shivaji Nagar police
station area on Monday around
12.00 noon. The parked Maruti
Eco car was set ablaze which
was parked at old jail complex
on Monday. However, in con-
nection with the incident no
compliant was filed in the mat-
ter. Meanwhile, the Gurugram
police has started initial inves-
tigation into the matter.
After the incident, locals rushed
to pacify fire but by then the car
was completely engulfed in fire
by the miscreants, however
police is looking for the suspects
who set ablaze vehicle in the
area. It is being said that a minor
fight that took place between
the two groups on Sunday night
of the area which was resulting
this incident. On Sunday night
the miscreants had also broke
widow pain of a swift car.
"A group of few suspects who
arrived in the morning created
a lot of ruckus and set the vehi-
cle on fire. They also broke a

road side Dhaba and fled the
spot," a police officer privy to
the matter said. Meanwhile
soon after the incident panic
prevailed in the area on Monday
after parked car was torched by
miscreants damaging it badly.
The victim however failed to
pacify fire after he found that
car was set ablaze. Police said
they are investing the matter.
"The investigation teams are
scanning the CCTV camera

installed in the area which
could help in revealing the
details of the miscreants
involved in the incident,"
Sandeep Kumar, spokesperson
of the Gurugram police said.
During the investigation, locals
revealed car was torched due to
a fight between two groups but
they failed to disclose the
motive behind the incident but
they suspect that the fight broke
out over on food at the Dhaba

on Sunday night.
On Monday morning on
receiving the information of
fire police team reached the
spot and along with the locals
pacified and controlled the
fire. The CCTV cameras at the
squares and roundabouts
would be investigated. Based
on the details provided by the
victim the case would be reg-
istered. The matter is under-
way.

Miscreants target parked car over minor
dispute under Shivaji Nagar Police Station



Humans possess four
basic emotions –
happiness, sadness,

anger and fear. Each has a
unique place in our lives
and shapes much of our
responses to situations. The
unknown is probably one
entity that invokes all four
emotions and spurs us into
action. However, it is the
fear of what we project
onto the unknown that
often paralyses us into inac-
tion. Action is built into our
psyche. We must necessar-
ily move, even though we
do not know the results of
our endeavours. 
Instead of focusing on the
happiness we will derive
from success, we let this
uncertainty bog us down.
We procrastinate terrified
of failure and refuse to take
the next step. 
This is an all too familiar
phenomenon that we
encounter every day of our
lives. As we start going up
the professional ladder,
many of us follow time-test-
ed formulae, handed down
to us by predecessors. We
hesitate to make decisions
contrary to the established
norms, even though such
decisions may result in sub-

stantial gains, within the
framework of certain
acceptable risks. All our
efforts are guided by that
one decision in 10 which
did not click. We do not
look at the nine that did.
We forget that as a child we
had no fears when we start-
ed exploring the universe
around us. 
We fell, as we tried to get on
our two feet, but were
encouraged, or even forced,
to keep trying till we mas-
tered the art of walking; or
for that matter everything.
We also forget that we were
not scared to take up a job
after college, even though
we knew nothing about the
work we had to do. We
learned from our mistakes.
The worst was that we failed
the first time, and the best

was that we succeeded
eventually. Ah! The joy of
success!We forget that
humans evolved due to an
inherent desire to explore
the unknown, without a
care for failure or success.
New worlds were found,
and new inventions and
scientific discoveries were
made. 
All because a few dared to
venture into the unknown.
We deny ourselves the end-
less new opportunities that
each new day brings. It is
not that we do not possess
this spirit. It is just that gen-
erations of conditioning
have made it dormant, till
we are in a situation with
our backs to the wall.
Nowhere is it more in evi-
dence, than in jugaad, the
flexible approach to solve a
problem innovatively when
one has limited resources.In
our personal lives, we are
told to pursue our dreams
but are often guided
towards the more tried and
safer options. 
We do not even try to think
of the endless possibilities
and the heights that society
can reach if everyone is
encouraged not to fear the
failure of the unknown, but

to think about success, and
is free to follow his or her
heart! 
This is the contradiction
that most of us from the
earlier generation, specifi-
cally from the middle class,
face when teaching the
young. Fortunately for our
race, the young of today are
better prepared for the
unknown with the availabil-
ity of much better sources
of information which were
also created by a few who
dared to dream. 
We should teach the young
to step out in the rain with-
out an umbrella and get
drenched. 
Let the sky be the roof.
They should not regret that
they might have led a bet-
ter life if they had not
feared the unknown.
Esmeralda Santiago sums it
up so well. “How can you
know what you are capable
of, if you do not embrace
the unknown?”

(The writer is  an author,
speaker, coach, arbitrator

and strategy consultant.
He conducts workshops on
creative writing for young

adults and corporate exec-
utives. The views expressed

are personal)

India is facing a pivotal moment as it navigates a notable slowdown. Between July
and September 2024, the country’s GDP growth rate fell to 5.4 per cent, its low-
est in seven quarters and well below the Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) forecast of

7 per cent. While this growth rate remains enviable compared to developed economies,
it highlights significant structural challenges that could impede India’s long-term eco-
nomic ambitions. The implications of this slowdown are multifaceted. A decline in
consumer demand and muted private investment have curtailed economic momen-
tum. Sales of fast-moving consumer goods (FMCG) have dropped, wage bills of pub-
licly traded firms have shrunk, and urban spending has softened. In November alone,
car sales plunged by 14 per cent, underscoring the waning strength of urban con-
sumption. Rising inflation adds another layer of complexity. In October 2024, infla-
tion surged to 6.2 per cent, exceeding the RBI’s target ceiling of 4 per cent. Escalating

food prices, driven by climate disruptions and inef-
ficiencies in supply chains, have inflated costs across
sectors, further squeezing disposable incomes.
The slowdown has also placed pressure on India’s
exports, which account for just 2 per cent of glob-
al goods trade. A stronger dollar and rising tariffs have
eroded the competitiveness of Indian products in inter-
national markets. Compounding the issue is stagnant
job creation, particularly in agriculture, manufactur-
ing, and small-scale industries. Collectively, these fac-
tors are eroding confidence in India’s growth narra-
tive, despite the government’s optimistic outlook. The
roots of this economic deceleration lie in several fac-

tors. Demand weakness is a central issue. While rural demand remains relatively resilient
thanks to a favourable monsoon, it alone cannot offset the broader slowdown. Restrictive
monetary policies have further constrained growth. To combat inflation, the RBI has
kept interest rates steady for two years, leading to high borrowing costs that discour-
age both business investment and consumer spending. Global and domestic chal-
lenges compound the problem. Slowing global demand and climate-related disrup-
tions in agriculture have adversely affected exports and food production. Additionally,
the RBI’s interventions to stabilise the rupee by selling dollars have inadvertently tight-
ened liquidity, slowing economic growth. A stronger rupee, while stabilising in some
respects, makes Indian exports more expensive and less competitive internationally.
Addressing these challenges requires targeted solutions. Boosting consumption through
wage growth could be a key strategy. Policy measures that reduce bureaucratic hur-
dles, provide tax incentives, and simplify labour and land laws can unlock the poten-
tial of small and medium enterprises, which form the backbone of the economy. Tackling
inflation and strengthening supply chains will also play a critical role in stabilising the
economy. 

Economy slowing down

to the exceptional efficiency of his gov-
ernment. 
Nevertheless, the story would be incom-
plete without a mention of the econom-
ic growth across different regions.
Southern states, which occupy 19.34 per
cent of India’s land area and 20.76 per cent
of its population, contributed about 30.5
per centof the GDP. Western states of
Maharashtra and Gujarat, which togeth-
er occupy 15.32 per cent of India’s land
area and 14.27 per cent of its population,
added another 21.4 per cent. 
On the contrary, the NDA-BJP-ruled
states of Bihar, Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh, which cover 34.09 per
cent of the area and have 38.95 per cent
of the population, together contributed
only 22.4 per cent to the GDP. This is
despite the fact that the five BJP states
received a significantly higher share of
funds from the central divisible revenue
pool. They received a 45.29 per cent share,
whereas the five southern states got
only 15.81 per cent. Further, according
to the IMF World Economic Outlook

(October 2024), India is currently ranked
144th among 194 economies in terms of
GDP (nominal) per capita at $2698 at
current prices. This suggests that the stan-
dard of living and quality of life in much
of India improved at a snail’s pace, even
though the economy expanded rapidly. 

Haridasan Rajan | Kozhikode

PM MODI SLAMS CONGRESS 
Madam — Modi lambasted the first pari-
var as the killers of the constitution dur-
ing the debate on the constitution in par-
liament. Right from Nehru’s letter in 1951
to the state CM’s, Indira’s emergency,
Rajiv’s dealing with the Shah Bano case,
and Rahul’s tearing of an ordinance, Modi
spoke the truth. It is a big blow to the
Congress since they were at fault in their
earlier tenure. It should introspect.
Secondly, Modi has drawn up an 11-point
Sankalp like the 20-point programme of
Indira Gandhi. 

N R Ramachandran | Chennai

DEBATE ON CONSTITUTION
Madam —The two-day debate on the
Constitution, which began on 13th
December, has seen heated discussion on
the historical and contemporary signif-
icance of the Constitution. Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh initiated the
debate, emphasising the collective efforts
behind the creation of the Constitution.
Though he accused Congress and Indira
Gandhi for imposing an emergency and
supercession of Supreme Court judges to
charge Congress with violating constitu-
tional principles, he lauded the progres-
sive and transformative nature of the
Constitution that allows individuals from
humble backgrounds to rise to the high-
est positions of power in India. 
The newly elected MP, Priyanka Gandhi,
an articulate and combative speaker,
accused the government of undermining
the constitutional promises of social, eco-
nomic and political justice over the past
decade.Without mentioning the name of
Jawaharlal Nehru, she lauded his contri-
bution in creating so many public sector
as well as government firms. She also
warned the present government that his
role in the freedom struggle and
Independent India could never be erased
from Indian history. Concluding the
debate, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
hailed the role of women members of the
constituent Assembly in making the
Indian Constitution. He also hailed
Indian democracy and reminded the
journey of the Constitution. 

P Victor Selvaraj  | Tirunelveli

INDIA’S GDP RISES
Madam — Forbes India estimates India’s
GDP to be $3.94 trillion in 2024. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said India rose
to the 11th largest economy in the world
in seven decades of independence, but in
just the last decade, India has risen to the
5th largest economy while addressing a
gathering at the Jaipur Exhibition and
Convention Centre after the inauguration
of the Rising Rajasthan Global Investment
Summit 2024. He attributed this growth
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India, celebrated as the fastest-growing economy
in the world, is showing signs of slowdown

The Kandahar hijacking
exposed the evolving nexus
between terrorism and geopol-
itics in South Asia. The
Taliban’s willingness to shelter
the hijackers highlighted its
transition into a state sponsor
of terrorism. For India, this
incident was a stark reminder
of the threats posed by cross-
border terrorism, often
enabled by Pakistan’s support
for extremist proxies in
Afghanistan and Kashmir. The
release of Masood Azhar not
only emboldened groups like
JeM but also underscored the
growing influence of non-
state actors in undermining
regional stability.
Although the Soviet interven-
tion and the Kandahar hijack-
ing may seem unrelated, they
are deeply interconnected in
shaping South Asia’s trajecto-
ry. The destabilisation of
Afghanistan during the Soviet
occupation created fertile
ground for militancy, enabling
the rise of networks that facil-
itated events like the Kandahar
hijacking. 
Pakistan’s role as a key US ally
during the Soviet-Afghan war
empowered its military-intel-
ligence complex, which later
exploited jihadist networks to
further strategic objectives in
Kashmir and Afghanistan.
These same networks became
instrumental in orchestrating
attacks against India, exempli-
fied by the IC-814 hijacking.

Both events marked the ascen-
dancy of non-state actors in
South Asia’s security dynam-
ics. 
The mujahideen’s success
against the Soviets embold-
ened militant groups across the
region, while the Kandahar
hijacking demonstrated their
ability to exploit state vulner-
abilities for political gains.
The Kandahar episode under-
scored the inadequacy of
India’s counter-terrorism infra-
structure at the time. It led to
significant reforms, including
the establishment of spe-
cialised counter-terrorism
units like the National Security
Guard (NSG) and the
strengthening of aviation secu-
rity protocols. 
Pakistan’s dual role in these
episodes-as a US ally during
the Soviet-Afghan war and as
a sanctuary for groups like
JeM-has perpetuated instabil-
ity in the region. Its support for
extremist proxies has strained
relations with India and exac-
erbated internal security chal-
lenges. 
Addressing South Asia’s frac-
tured security landscape
requires collective action.
Countries in the region must
transcend historical animosi-
ties to combat terrorism and
address shared challenges like
extremism and socio-econom-
ic disparities. Both the Soviet
intervention and the Kandahar
hijacking highlight the need

for strong democratic institu-
tions and accountable gover-
nance. Weak states are partic-
ularly susceptible to external
manipulation and internal
subversion, further destabilis-
ing the region.
The lessons from these pivotal
episodes remain crucial as
South Asia navigates the 21st
century. The radicalisation
fueling terrorism often stems
from socio-economic depriva-
tion. Investments in education,
healthcare, and employment
can help counter extremist
ideologies. 
Strengthened regional cooper-
ation and robust internation-
al partnerships are essential to
addressing the complex inter-
play of geopolitics and terror-
ism.
Much like the Grand Trunk
Road connecting distant
regions and histories, these
events remind us of the inter-
secting paths of intervention-
ism and terrorism in shaping
modern South Asia. 
They were not mere crises but
turning points that redefined
the region’s political, social, and
economic trajectories. As
South Asia confronts new
challenges, the enduring
lessons of these anniversaries
emphasize the importance of
resilience, cooperation, and
proactive governance in secur-
ing a stable future.

(The writer is an associate
professor; views are personal)

South Asia: Two
decades of turmoil

December marks two
pivotal anniversaries
that significantly
influenced South
Asia’s geopolitical

landscape: 45 years since the
Soviet Union’s intervention in
Afghanistan and 25 years since
the hijacking of Indian Airlines
Flight IC-814 from Kathmandu to
Kandahar. Despite occurring two
decades apart, these events under-
score the fragility of South Asia
and the profound influence of
external powers and non-state
actors in shaping the region’s tra-
jectory.
On December 24, 1979, Soviet
troops entered Afghanistan to
support the struggling commu-
nist regime in Kabul, led by
Babrak Karmal. This interven-
tion, ostensibly aimed at stabilis-
ing Afghanistan, set off a decade-
long occupation and transformed
the country into one of the Cold
War’s fiercest battlegrounds. The
repercussions extended far
beyond Afghanistan, triggering
global, regional and internal
upheavals that persist to this day.
The Soviet invasion catalysed a
chain of events that hastened the
disintegration of the Soviet Union
and radicalised South Asia. The
mujahideen-fighters armed and
financed by the United States,
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and other
allies-became a formidable force
against the Soviets. This external
patronage laid the groundwork
for militant extremism, which
would later engulf the region. 
The Soviet intervention under-
scored Afghanistan’s strategic
importance as the fulcrum of
great power politics. Pakistan
emerged as a critical player, act-
ing as a frontline state in the anti-
Soviet effort. 
Two decades later, on December
24, 1999, South Asia faced anoth-
er defining moment when Indian
Airlines Flight IC-814 was
hijacked en route from
Kathmandu to Delhi. Five armed
men commandeered the aircraft,
eventually forcing it to land in
Kandahar, then under Taliban
control. What ensued was a week-
long standoff that exposed the
vulnerabilities of regional
counter-terrorism strategies and
marked a turning point in how
nations approached security and
terrorism.

Tabla maestro Zakir Hussain passes away

ADDRESSING SOUTH
ASIA’S FRACTURED

SECURITY
LANDSCAPE

REQUIRES
COLLECTIVE ACTION.

COUNTRIES IN THE
REGION MUST

TRANSCEND
HISTORICAL

ANIMOSITIES TO
COMBAT TERRORISM

AND ADDRESS
SHARED

CHALLENGES LIKE
EXTREMISM AND

SOCIO-ECONOMIC
DISPARITIES

Overcoming fear to unlock
limitless possibilities

The four-time Grammy Award win-
ner, Indian tabla maestro and an
innovative music fusion creator,

Zakir Hussain is no more with us. The
silence on his tabla is a huge loss for
Hindustani classical music and jazz
fusion. Zakir was truly an indelible gem
in the world of music. The list of his
national and international accolades is
really long, as he had always made India
proud with his tireless contribution in

taking Hindustani classical music to col-
laborate and fuse with world music. Like
his father, Ustad Alha Rakha, Zakir
always attempted to proceed to the
legacy footprint of his father.
His tabla virtuoso legacy had been
curated in the golden letters in the his-
tory of Indian music because of his glo-
rious contribution to music. Taking an
Indian, 18th-century membranophone
percussion instrument (tabla) to the
world stage is truly an incredible achieve-
ment, and history will credit this leg-
endary maestro, Zakir Hussain, for his
pertinacious contribution towards
Hindustani classical music. He will
always stay alive in our hearts and con-
tinue to inspire the upcoming genera-
tions of music and instrument lovers.

Kirti Wadhawan | Kanpur

SANTHOSH MATHEW

SANJAY CHANDRA

Embracing the unknown is essential for innovation, resilience
and realising our true potential

December marks two pivotal anniversaries — Soviety intervention in
Afghanistan and Kandhar Hijacking — that  changed South Asia’s geopolitics
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THE DRAFT IS
BASED ON

DISCUSSIONS
AMONGST THE

MEMBER
COUNTRIES AND

IS FINE-TUNED
TILL ALL THE

NATIONS ARE IN
AGREEMENT

WITH IT. THIS IS
IN SHARP

CONTRAST TO A
CONVERGENCE-

BASED
APPROACH THAT

INVOLVES 
SUPER-

IMPOSITION
OF NON-

MULTILATERAL
TRADE

In the modern workplace, the rise of remote and hybrid work has
led to significant shifts in how businesses operate, manage and
monitor their employees. Among the most controversial devel-

opments is the growing use of tattleware or brassware, the com-
mon nicknames of software applications that monitor employees’
activities during work hours. 
With the advent of normalised remote work, employer surveillance
of workers has accelerated. Today, such tools can track a wide range
of data, including keystrokes, mouse movements, screenshots, and
even video or audio feeds from an employee’s device. Not only this,
but the much-advanced systems may also use artificial intelligence
to analyse patterns, flag unproductive behaviour, or even detect
potential security breaches. Employers claim these tools provide
valuable insights into work habits, protect sensitive data, and improve
overall efficiency. It allows businesses to track productivity met-
rics thereby ensuring that the employees meet deadlines and work
efficiently, especially in remote setups where physical supervision
is absent. 
Also, such surveillance tools help prevent data breaches or intel-
lectual proper ty theft by monitoring unauthorised activities.
Moreover, these wares provide evidence in disputes about work-
ing hours or performance, thereby offering an objective record of
employee activity. When implemented transparently and ethically,
these tools even foster accountability and help underperforming
employees improve. Despite the above-mentioned benefits, the use
of tattleware raises significant ethical concerns wherein the most

common one talked about is privacy. Employees believe that pri-
vacy is a fundamental right, and excessive surveillance can infringe
upon it. A survey conducted recently found that nearly 78 per cent
of employers use monitoring software to track employee perfor-
mance or online activity.
When employees are monitored constantly, they often feel dehu-
manised, as though they are untrusted or reduced to mere data points
resulting in eroding trust between employers and their teams, mak-
ing it harder to foster collaboration and loyalty. Additionally, the psy-
chological impact often leads them to stress, anxiety, and burnout.
Employees may feel pressured to overwork or engage in perfor-
mative productivity - appearing busy rather than genuinely contribut-
ing. Over time, this can harm creativity, innovation, and overall job
satisfaction. Not only these, but the use of tattler has also result-
ed in legal challenges, including claims of unpaid wages for work
performed away from computers or intrusion upon privacy. Some
employers face allegations of unfair labour practices if monitoring
interferes with protected activities, such as union organising? To
adhere to the challenges posed by tattlers, businesses must strive
to balance productivity goals with respect for employees’ rights.
As rightly said transparency is the key to success. 
Only when employees are informed about them being monitored,
the necessities for the use of such tattlers or how the data will be
used can help build trust and foster a sense of shared responsi-
bility. As businesses navigate the complexities of remote and hybrid
work, they must adopt a thoughtful and balanced approach to work-
place monitoring. Only by prioritising transparency, fairness, and
respect for individual rights, companies and business organisations
can create an environment that values both productivity and human
dignity.

(The writer is an educator; views are personal)

WORKPLACE
SURVEILLANCE

Recently on December
10, Dr. Jitendra Singh,
MoS (Personnel, Public

Grievances and Pension) made
a pitch for Vikashit Bharat,
2047 while addressing the
16th Annual Convention of
Central Information
Commission at Bharat
Mandampam in Pragati
Maidan. Ironically, it was the
last date allowed by the
Supreme Court for the central
government to file a status
report on the eight posts of
Information Commissioners
lying vacant out of a total of ten
in the Central Information
Commission (CIC) for the
last year. It might be remem-
bered in October 2023 Anjali
Bharadwaj had brought to the
notice of the Supreme Court
that whereas seven posts were
already lying vacant in the 

CIC, four incumbents were
due to retire within a week.
Sadly, the situation has wors-
ened over the last year,
notwithstanding the govern-
ment’s claim to transparency
and accountability. At pre-
sent, there are two Information
Commissioners viz. Anandi
Ramalingam and Vinod
Kumar Tiwari in addition to
Chief Information
Commissioner viz. Heeralal

Samariya. As per the Pending
Cases Report available on the
website of CIC, there were a
total of 3134 cases – compris-
ing 2310 second appeals and
824 direct complaints with
the Commission as of
November 1, 2023. 
A year later on November 1,
2024, the total number of
pendency has risen to 20,437
– comprising 17,717 second
appeals and 2720 direct com-
plaints. At the time of writing
this piece, the total pendency
clocked 22,957. This figure is
not quite a compliment to the
government’s alleged commit-
ment to transparency and
accountability. A recent RTI
application filed by
Commodore Lokesh Batra
(Retd) elicited the reply that
161 applications were received
for filling eight vacancies in

CIC in response to the DoPT’s
advertisement dated August
14, 2024. Under Section 12 (3)
of the RTI Act, 2005 the
appointments are to be made
by a committee chaired by the
Prime Minister, and compris-
ing the Leader of the
Opposition in Lok Sabha and
another Union minister nom-
inated by the Prime Minister.
Filling these positions before
the 16th Annual Convention
on the RTI would have been a
favourable gesture. 
However, the government did
not prioritize the task. A sec-
ond appeal from this colum-
nist filed on September 13,
2023, is indicated at no 18162
in the list of pendency. The
matter was transferred to IC
Vinod Kumar Tiwari, after
IC Ms. Saroj Punhani retired
on November 11, 2023. The

high amount of pendency
incentivizes the CPIOs/
Appellate Authorities in the
ministries/departments to dis-
play a cavalier attitude towards
applications filed under the
RTI Act, 2005. 
This columnist, however, was
able to obtain the  information
through a fresh application.
Though in both cases, the
Appellate Authority within
the division, who in an IAS
officer colluded with the CPIO,

in one of his decisions he stat-
ed that the reason for denying
information was that the file
was under submission with the
Joint Secretary. 
The columnist filed a third
application under the RTI Act,
2005 asking the CPIO whether
the Joint Secretary has been
‘exempted’ from the obligation
to provide information under
the RTI Act, 2005. If the Joint
Secretary had been ‘exempted’,
the CPIO must produce the
necessary official order, and
further inform who else in the
ministry had been similarly
‘exempted’.  
Any claim that a Joint
Secretary has been ‘exempted’
from the obligation to provide
information would have
become controversial for the
government. It could have
sullied the service record of the

officer attracting a minor if not
major penalty for disregarding
a Parliamentary statute. The
RTI Act, 2005 provides no
authority-wise ‘exemption’.
Exemption under Section 8 of
the Act applies only to certain
well-defined matters based on
merit like security/diplomatic/
trade secrets, matters express-
ly forbidden by court from
publication, or cabinet papers
etc. This time the CPIO quick-
ly provided the information.
The episode, however, under-
scores a few grievous lapses.
First, had the Central
Information Commission
(CIC) been working at full
strength, the second appeal
would have been decided with-
in a few months, and the
delinquent CPIO might had to
pay the monetary penalty for
denying information. 

Second, it underscores that
Appellate Authorities, who are
part of the department, actu-
ally help the CPIOs to suppress
the information, where it is in
their interest. Instead of this
obligation, they can manipu-
late the CPIOs in other mat-
ters. The high amount of pen-
dency in CIC could be attrib-
uted to the devious behaviour
of the Appellate Authorities.
The RTI Act, 2005 should
have provision to penalize not
just the CPIO but also the First
Appellate Authority if the
Information Commissioner
declares him/her guilty of
deliberate suppression of infor-
mation. 

(The writer is an author and
an independent researcher

based in New Delhi. The
views expressed are 

his personal)

Persisting Central Information Commission vacancies challenge transparency claims 

As remote work redefine workplaces, businesses
are increasingly turning to employee monitoring

SHAINY SHARMA

UTTAM GUPTA

In a recent WTO  meeting, India urges prioritisation of  issues, including a
permanent solution for public stockholding and special safeguard mechanism

Call for fast-tracking WTO

agricultural negotiations

Union (EU), the UK, Australia, etc
(they exercise disproportionately
greater influence during actual
confabulations at the WTO, set the
agenda of meetings, float proposals
more often through small countries
such as Guyana and get away with
what they want) to scuttle the stan-
dard practice of taking decisions by
consensus where every member
country has an equal voice. 
Therefore, India has rejected this
approach, rightly so. But, what
happens to India’s demand for ‘pri-
oritising’ and ‘fast-tracking’ negoti-
ations? In a meeting of the CoA
held on October 2, 2023, in Geneva,
the EU agreed to consider India’s
demand for a permanent solution
to the public stock-holding (PSH)
program for food security.
Accordingly, India had urged WTO
members to start TBN on the issue
as soon as possible and get this
deliberated at the WTO MC-13 slat-
ed to be held in Abu Dhabi from
February 26-29, 2024. But, that was
not to be. The Ministerial
Conference ended in a deadlock.
On the issue of finding a permanent
solution to the (PSH) for food secu-
rity, India’s stance was vehemently
opposed by the USA/EU. Earlier
attempts by India also met with the
same fate. At the Trade Policy
Review (TPR) meeting held at
WTO in January 2021, India insist-
ed that the three issues should be
taken up on a priority basis at the
MC-12. But, in that Ministerial
Conference held in Geneva on
June 12-17, 2022, the issues were not
even put on the table. The deadlock
has existed for more than two
decades despite India taking up
these issues at WTO under what has
come to be known as the Doha
Development Agenda (DDA).
Developed countries had junked
DDA at MC-10 held in Nairobi
(2015). On the most contentious
issue of a permanent solution for
PSH, a ray of hope emerged when
in the WTO-General Council (GC)
meeting in Geneva (July 31, 2014),

India insisted on a time-bound
action plan on the subject matter to
be executed before the end of 2014
co-terminus with approval of Trade
Facilitation Agreement (TFA) - an
area of great interest to developed
countries. This was a good strate-
gic move but it was abandoned mid-
stream. In December 2014, even as
the developed countries got away
with the TFA, the developing coun-
tries got an “extension of the peace
clause till a permanent solution was
found.” Put simply, India had liter-
ally surrendered its right to secure
a permanent solution; that it was
“Ok” with “the benefit of peace
clause.” 
What is the peace clause?
To understand this, let us look at the
Agreement on Agriculture (AoA) of
the WTO. Under it, a developing
country cannot give aggregate mea-
surement support (AMS) - an
acronym for subsidies - over 10 per
cent of the value of its farm produc-
tion. 
The AMS includes “product-specif-
ic” subsidies and “non-product
specific” subsidies on agricultural
inputs such as fertilisers, seed, irri-
gation and power. The “product-
specific” subsidy is the excess of the
Minimum Support Price (MSP)
paid to farmers over the External
Reference Price (ERP) multiplied by
the quantum of agri-produce.
Whereas the MSP is taken for the
relevant year, say, 2023-24, the ERP
is the average of the global price pre-
vailing during 1986-88 fixed in
rupee terms. If the subsidy given by
a developing country exceeds 10 per
cent, it will be treated as a violation
of its WTO commitment. This has
been a major worry as India could
face action in a situation of AMS
exceeding the 10 per cent threshold.
In this backdrop, the MC-9 in Bali
(2013) had agreed to a “peace
clause” under which “if a develop-
ing country gives AMS in excess of
10 percent, no member will chal-
lenge this until 2017, when the
WTO would look for a permanent

solution to address their food secu-
rity concerns.” It came with sever-
al riders such as submission of data
on food procurement, stockholding,
distribution and subsidies. These
also include establishing that sub-
sidies are not “trade distorting.”
Besides, programs implemented
after 2013 are not covered under the
ambit of the ‘peace clause’. In
December 2014, the WTO-GC
modified the above decision to pro-
vide for “extension of the peace
clause till a permanent solution was
found”. Unfortunately, India con-
curred with this modification. This
took away the sanctity of the 2017
deadline by which time members
were to find a permanent solution
as per the MC-9 mandate. 
A decade since then, India is still
looking for a solution! In regard to
SSM - it allows members to tem-
porarily raise tariffs beyond the
“bound levels” (this is the maximum
permissible duty that a member
country can impose under a bound
rate agreement) to counter surges in
import or price drops. The 2015
MC-10 in Nairobi recognized that
developing countries will have the
right to take recourse to SSM as
envisaged under the Hong Kong
Ministerial Declaration. That was at
MC – 6 (December 2005). 
Since then, it has been almost two
decades. Even now, these countries
can’t take recourse to SSM. They
haven’t also been able to prompt
developed countries to eliminate
their cotton subsidies.To conclude,
despite the deft handling of nego-
tiations at the WTO and represent-
ing the majority of the developing
countries (India leads about 80
countries - the G33 including India,
African, Caribbean and Pacific
countries or ACP) so far, India has-
n’t succeeded in securing the intend-
ed outcomes. Given the intransi-
gence of developed countries and
their clout at WTO, there is little
hope from the MC – 14.

(The writer is a policy analyst;
views are personal)  

In a meeting of the Committee on
Agriculture (CoA) of the World
Trade Organization (WTO) held in
Geneva on December 4, 2024, India
insisted that negotiations on unre-

solved/previously mandated issues in
agriculture, including a permanent solu-
tion to public stockholding, special safe-
guard mechanism (SSM) and elimination
of trade-distorting cotton subsidies by rich
countries etc, be ‘prioritised’ and ‘fast-
tracked’ by treating them as standalone
issues instead of clubbing them with other
issues. 
The US, on the other hand, criticised the
prioritisation of certain issues over oth-
ers, stating that this was the primary cause
of the longstanding stalemate in agricul-
ture. India also rejected a new proposal
presented by Guyana to advance agricul-
tural negotiations ahead of the WTO’s
14th Ministerial Conference (MC14 is ten-
tatively scheduled to take place in
Cameroon in 2026) by adopting a so-
called ‘non-traditional approach based on
convergence’. India reiterated that any facil-
itator-led process should be ‘consensus-
based’ and respect WTO’s multilateral
principles. It emphasised on Text-based
negotiation (TBN). TBN refers to the
process of working up the text of an agree-
ment that all parties are willing to accept
and sign. Negotiating parties may begin
with a draft text prepared by the Chair of
the particular committee dealing with the
subject. 
The draft is based on discussions amongst
the member countries and is fine-tuned
till all the nations are in agreement with
it. This is in sharp contrast to a conver-
gence-based approach that involves super-
imposition of non-multilateral trade
regimes on the multilateral trading system
(MTS). The theorists dealing with inter-
national trade in particular, WTO-relat-
ed issues describe it as a process of ‘grad-
ually aligning different trade regimes, in
particular preferential trade agreements
(PTAs) and the MTS’. Others define con-
vergence as requiring ‘greater coherence
between trade rules and policies, norms
and standards in other areas of interna-
tional cooperation’. Shorn of jargon, this
is a well-orchestrated attempt by the devel-
oped countries - the US, the European

PRIYADARSHI DUTTA

Eight vacancies of Information Commissioners undermine the cause of transparency and accountability
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Popeye can punch without
permission and Tintin can

roam freely starting in 2025.
The two classic comic charac-
ters who first appeared in 1929
are among the intellectual
properties becoming public
domain in the United States on
Jan 1. That means they can be
used and repurposed without
permission or payment to
copyright holders. 
This year’s crop of newly pub-
lic artistic creations lacks the
landmark vibes of last year’s
entrance of into the public
domain of Mickey Mouse. But
they include a deep well of
canonical works whose 95-
year copyright maximums will
expire. And the Disney icon’s
public domain presence
expands. 
“It’s a trove! There are a dozen
new Mickey cartoons — he
speaks for the first time and
dons the familiar white gloves,”

said Jennifer Jenkins, director
of Duke’s Center for the Study
of the Public Domain. “There
are masterpieces from Faulkner
and Hemingway, the first
sound films from Alfred
Hitchcock, Cecil B. DeMille,
and John Ford, and amazing
music from Fats Waller, Cole
Porter, and George Gershwin.
Pretty exciting!” 
Here’s a closer look at this
year’s crop.
Comics characters loom large:
Popeye the Sailor, with his
bulging forearms, mealy-
mouthed speech, and propen-
sity for fistfights, was created by
E.C. Segar and made his first
appearance in the newspaper
strip “Thimble Theater” in
1929, speaking his first words,
“‘Ja think I’m a cowboy?” when
asked if he was a sailor. What
was supposed to be a one-off
appearance became perma-
nent, and the strip would be
renamed ”Popeye.”

But as with Mickey Mouse last
year and Winnie the Pooh in
2022, only the earliest version
is free for reuse. The spinach
that gave the sailor his super-
strength was not there from the
start, and is the kind of char-
acter element that could spawn
legal disputes. And the animat-
ed shorts featuring his distinc-
tive mumbly voice didn’t begin
until 1933 and remain under
copyright. As does director
Robert Altman’s 1980 film,
starring Robin Williams as
Popeye and Shelley Duvall as
his oft-fought-over sweetheart
Olive Oyl. That movie was
tepidly received initially. So was
director Steven Spielberg’s
“Adventures of Tintin” in 2011.
But the comics about the boy
reporter that inspired it, the
creation of Belgian artist Herge,
were among the most popular
in Europe for much of the 20th
century. 
The simply drawn teen with

dots for eyes and bangs like an
ocean wave first appeared in a
supplement to the Belgian
newspaper Le Vingtième Siècle,
and became a weekly feature. 
The comic also first appeared
in the US in 1929. Its signature
bright colors — including
Tintin’s red hair — didn’t
appear until years later, and
could, like Popeye’s spinach, be
the subject of legal disputes. 
And in much of the world,
Tintin won’t become public
property until 70 years after the
1983 death of his creator. 
Books show American lit at its
height: The books becoming
public this year read like the
syllabus for an American liter-
ature seminar.
“The Sound and the Fury,”
arguably William Faulkner’s
quintessential novel with its
modernist stream-of-con-
sciousness style, was a sensa-
tion after its publication despite
being famously difficult for

readers. It uses multiple non-
linear narratives to tell the
story of a prominent family’s
ruin in the author’s native
Mississippi, and would help
lead to Faulkner’s Nobel Prize.
And Ernest Hemingway’s “A
Farewell to Arms” joins his ear-
lier “The Sun Also Rises” in the
public domain. The partly
autobiographical story of an
ambulance driver in Italy dur-
ing the First World War
cemented Hemingway’s status
in the American literary canon.
It has been frequently adapted
for film, TV and radio, which
can now be done without per-
mission.
John Steinbeck’s first novel, “A
Cup of Gold,” from 1929, will
also enter the public domain.
The British novelist Virginia
Woolf ’s “A Room of One’s
Own,” an extended essay that
would become a landmark in
feminism from the modernist
literary luminary, is also on the

list. Her novel “Mrs. Dalloway”
is already in the US public
domain. 
Movie legends in the making:
While a host of truly major
movies will become public in
the coming decade, for now
early works by major figures
from the not-always-stellar
early sound era will have to suf-
fice. A decade before he would
move to Hollywood and make
films like “Psycho,” and
“Vertigo,” Alfred Hitchcock
made “Blackmail” in Britain.
The film was begun as a silent
but shifted to sound during
production, resulting in two
different versions, one of them
the UK’s — and Hitchcock’s —
first sound film. 
John Ford, whose later
Westerns would put him
among film’s most vaunted
directors, also made his first
foray into sound with 1929’s
“The Black Watch,” an adven-
ture epic that includes Ford’s

future chief collaborator John
Wayne as a young extra.
Cecil B DeMille, already a
Hollywood bigwig through
silents, made his first talkie
with the melodrama
“Dynamite.” Groucho, Harpo
and the other Marx Brothers
had their first starring movie
roles in 1929’s “The
Cocoanuts,” a forerunner to
future classics like “Animal
Crackers” and “Duck Soup.”
“The Broadway Melody,” the
first sound film and the second
film ever to win the Oscar for
best picture — known as “out-
standing production” at the
time — will also become pub-
lic, though it’s often ranked
among the worst of best picture
winners. And after “Steamboat
Willie” made the earliest
Mickey Mouse public, a dozen
more of his animations will get
the same status, including “The
Karnival Kid,” where he spoke
for the first time. 

Music rings out the 20s: Songs
from the last year of the
Roaring Twenties are also
about to become public prop-
erty.
Cole Porter’s compositions
“What Is This Thing Called
Love?” and “Tiptoe Through
the Tulips” are among the
highlights, as is the jazz classic
“Ain’t Misbehavin’, written by
Fats Waller and Harry Brooks. 
“Singin’ in the Rain,” which
would later forever be associ-
ated with the 1952 Gene Kelly
film, made its debut in the 1929
movie “The Hollywood Revue”
and will now be public domain.
Different laws regulate sound
recordings, and those newly in
the public domain date to
1924. They include a recording
of “Nobody Knows the Trouble
I’ve Seen” from future star and
civil rights icon Marian
Anderson, and “Rhapsody in
Blue” performed by its compos-
er George Gershwin.

Popeye, Tintin enter public domain in 2025 along with novels from Faulkner, Hemingway

Yunus celebrates end of Hasina’s ‘autocratic govt’
PTI n DHAKA

Chief Adviser Muhammad
Yunus led Bangladesh

Monday in marking the 54th
Victory Day, his speech mak-
ing no mention of founding
leader Mujibur Rahman while
calling deposed prime minister
Sheikh Hasina’s administra-
tion the “world’s worst auto-
cratic government”.
“Bijoy Dibosh” commemorates
the Pakistan military’s surren-
der to Indian forces and the lib-
eration of Bangladesh in 1971.
‘Bangabandhu’ Mujibur
Rahman is seen as the indepen-
dence movement’s iconic fig-
ure. His daughter Sheikh
Hasina fled to India on August
5, after massive student-led
protests against her govern-
ment. Nobel laureate Yunus
then took over as head of an
interim government.
In his televised address to the
nation, Yunus indicated that
elections might be held by

early 2026.
“Broadly speaking, the election
can be scheduled between the
end of 2025 and the first half of
2026,” he said.
The country could not build on
its achievements because of its
own faults and, of late, a “mon-
strous autocratic government”
had grabbed power, he said in
an apparent reference to
Hasina’s Awami league govern-
ment. He said the ouster of the
“world’s worst autocratic gov-
ernment” amid a mass upsurge
added extra significance to the
celebration this year.
Yunus and Bangladesh
President Mohammed
Shahabuddin separately paid
tributes to Liberation War mar-
tyrs at the National Memorial
on the outskirts of the capital.
“I recall the millions of martyrs
including numerous children
and juveniles, youths’ and the
elderly people’s sacrifices that
made possible the achieve-
ment of our independence,” he

said.
His speech, however, made no
mention of the political leader-
ship in 1971 and of Mujibur
Rahman –- a sharp departure
from previous Victory Day
addresses.
Critics accuse his interim gov-
ernment of trying to erase

Mujibur Rahman’s legacy. The
authorities have earlier
announced a decision to phase
out the currency notes current-
ly in circulation. The new ones
will not carry Rahman’s image.
On Monday, Army bugles
played the Last Post, com-
memorating those killed dur-
ing the 1971 War.
East Timor President Jose
Ramos-Horta accompanied
Yunus at the celebrations.
Deviating from tradition,
Bangladesh did not stage a
Victory Day Parade in the cap-
ital.
“The army is currently engaged
in activities across the country,
and organising the parade
requires advance preparation,
which wasn’t feasible this year,”
Liberation War Affairs Adviser
Farook-e-Azam told the Daily
Star newspaper.
But he said the celebration
would be inclusive for all with
‘Victory Fairs’ across the coun-
try featuring art and craft

exhibits and agricultural prod-
uct displays, and showcasing
domestic goods.
He said schools were hosting
their own events as part of the
festivities and cultural pro-
grammes would include the
participation of children,
women and men, making the
celebration inclusive for all.
“The shift in the celebration
format aims to bring more
active public involvement and
create a festive atmosphere in
every part of the country,”
Azam said.
The liberation movement
began when the West Pakistan
leadership refused to hand
over power to the Awami
League in line with the 1970
election results. India backed
Bengali guerrillas and dealt
with mass migration of people
from Bangladesh.
Eight Indian military veterans
of the Liberation War travelled
to Dhaka this year to mark
Victory Day.  Similarly, eight

Bangladesh veterans were in
Kolkata to join the Vijay Diwas
celebrations.
In his speech, Yunus indicated
that elections would be held in
2025 or early 2026 after updat-
ing the voters’ list.
“From now on, the responsibil-
ity has been entrusted to them
to start the process of forming
the future government. They
have started their preparations.
They have a lot of work to do,”
he told a local news agency,
referring to the Election
Reforms Commission.
“We have to make sure that the
names of all those who have
become eligible to vote in the
last 15 years are included in the
voters’ list. This is a big task,”
he said.
He said after the student the
student uprising there is no
room for making any mis-
takes. Many young people who
were deprived of this right in
the past will vote for the first
time, he added.

No mention of Mujibur Rahman in his Victory Day address 

Two killed on first day of
anti-polio campaign in Pak
PTI n PESHAWAR

Apolio worker and a police
constable were shot dead

in separate incidents in
Pakistan’s restive Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province on
Monday as the country began
a week-long polio eradication
campaign amid tight security. 
Unidentified assailants opened
fire and killed a polio worker
in Bannu district on the very
first day of the anti-polio drive
that commenced across
Pakistan on Monday.
The incident occurred in Kala
Khel Masti Khan and the
attackers managed to escape.
Police stated that the deceased
polio worker was on his way to
duty when he was attacked.
In a separate incident in Karak
district, Constable Ishtiaq
Ahmed, escorting a team of
polio workers, was killed when
unidentified motorcyclists
opened fire. The assailants
managed to escape.
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Governor Faisal Karim Kundi
and Chief Minister Ali Amin
Gandapur condemned the
attacks on polio teams in the
province. 
A week-long polio eradication
campaign across Pakistan
began on Monday amid tight
security to ensure its smooth
sailing against the crippling dis-
ease that saw a surge this year
with 63 cases reported so far. 
According to the World Health
Organisation (WHO), Pakistan
and Afghanistan remain the
only countries where the
paralysing virus is still rampant.  
News agency AP reported that
authorities deployed thousands
of police officers to protect the
health workers following intel-
ligence reports that insurgents
could target them. 
Citing health officials and
authorities, AP said more than
200 polio workers and police
assigned for their protection
have been killed since the
1990s. 

‘Death toll in Gaza Strip from
Israel-Hamas war tops 45,000’
AP n DEIR AL-BALAH

The death toll in the Gaza
Strip from the 14-month

war between Israel and Hamas
militants has topped 45,000
people, Palestinian health offi-
cials said Monday, with 52
dead arriving at hospitals across
the bombed-out strip over the
past 24 hours.
The Gaza Health Ministry does
not distinguish between civil-
ians and combatants in its
count, but it has said that more
than half of the fatalities are
women and children. The
Israeli military says it has killed
more than 17,000 militants,
without providing evidence.
The Health Ministry said
45,028 people have been killed
and 106,962 have been wound-
ed since the start of the war. It
has said the real toll is higher
because thousands of bodies
are still buried under rubble or
in areas that medics cannot
access. The latest war has been
by far the deadliest round of
fighting between Israel and
Hamas, with the death toll
now amounting to roughly 2
per cent of Gaza’s entire prewar

population of about 2.3 million.
Among the dead reported in
the overall toll were 10 people,
including a family of four, who
were killed in an overnight
Israeli strike in Gaza City,
Palestinian medics said.
The strike late Sunday hit a
house in Gaza City’s eastern
Shijaiyah neighbourhood,
according to the Health
Ministry’s emergency service.
Rescuers recovered the bodies
of 10 people from under the
rubble, including those of two
parents and their two chil-
dren, it said.
Israel claims Hamas is respon-
sible for the civilian death toll
because it operates from with-
in civilian areas in the densely
populated Gaza Strip. Rights
groups and Palestinians say
Israel has failed to take suffi-
cient precautions to avoid civil-
ian deaths.
The war began when Hamas-
led militants stormed into
southern Israel on October 7,
2023, killing some 1,200 peo-
ple, mostly civilians, and
abducting another 250. Israel
responded by heavy bom-
bardment and a ground incur-

sion into the Palestinian
enclave. Around 100 hostages
are still inside Gaza, at least a
third of whom are believed to
be dead. Most of the rest were
released during a cease-fire
last year.
A separate strike on a school on
Sunday in the southern city of
Khan Younis killed at least 13
people, including six children
and two women, according to
Nasser Hospital where the bod-
ies were taken. The hospital ini-
tially reported the strike had
killed 16 people, but it later
revised the death toll as the
three other bodies had been
from a separate strike that hit
a house. 
The Israeli military said it had
“conducted a precise strike on
Hamas terrorists who were
operating inside a command
and control centre embedded
within a compound” that had
served as a school in Khan
Younis. It did not provide evi-
dence. 
In central Gaza’s Nuseirat
urban refugee camp, mourners
gathered for the funeral of a
Palestinian journalist working
for the Qatari-based Al Jazeera

TV network who was killed
Sunday in a strike on a point
for Gaza’s civil defence agency.
They carried his body through
the street from the hospital, his
blue bulletproof vest resting
atop. 
The strike also killed three civil
defence workers, including the
local head of the agency,
according to Al-Aqsa Martyrs
Hospital. The civil defence is
Gaza’s main rescue agency and
operates under the Hamas-
run government.
Al Jazeera said Ahmad Baker
Al-Louh, 39, had been cover-
ing rescue operations of a fam-
ily wounded in an earlier
bombing when he was killed. 
The International Federation of
Journalists said last week that
104 journalists and media
workers have been killed so far
in 2024, with more than half of
them perishing during the
Israel-Hamas war in the Gaza
Strip. 
The group said that since the
October 7, 2023, start of the
war, at least 138 had been
killed, including 55 Palestinian
media professionals in the cal-
endar year.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu attends his trial on corruption charges at the district court in Tel Aviv, Israel, on Monday. AP/PTI

12 Indians 
found dead 
at restaurant 
in Georgia
PTI n TBILISI

Twelve Indian nationals were
found dead at a restaurant

in Georgia’s mountain resort of
Gudauri, according to the
Indian mission here.
Georgia’s Ministry of Internal
Affairs said in a statement that
no signs of injuries or signs of
violence were detected in an
initial inspection. All victims
died from carbon monoxide
poisoning, local media report-
ed, citing police.
The Indian mission in Tbilisi
said that all 12 victims were
Indian nationals. However,
Georgia’s internal affairs min-
istry statement said 11 were
foreigners while one victim
was its citizen.
It added that the bodies of all
victims, employees in the same
Indian restaurant, were found
in bedrooms on the second
floor of the facility.
“Mission has just learned about
the death of 12 Indian nation-
als in Gudauri, Georgia.
Deepest condolences to the
bereaved families. Mission is in
touch with the local authorities
to get details of the Indian
nationals who lost their lives.
All possible assistance will be
given,” the Indian mission here
said in a statement.
The police started an investiga-
tion under Article 116 of the
Criminal Code of Georgia,
which implies negligent
manslaughter.
According to the preliminary
investigation, a power genera-
tor was placed in an indoor
area, a closed space near the
bedrooms, which was turned
on, probably after the power
supply was turned off on Friday
night.
A forensic medical examina-
tion has also been appointed to
determine the “exact cause of
death”.
Investigative actions are “active-
ly” being carried out, with
forensic-criminalistics work-
ing on the spot, and interviews
of persons related to the case
are being conducted.

Amnesty: Serbia spying on
political opponents, journalists
AP n BELGRADE

Serbia’s secret service and police
have been spying on journal-

ists and opposition activists by
installing a spyware on their
mobile phones, Amnesty
International said Monday.
The watchdog’s report, backed by
testimonies of those who claim
their phones have been hacked in
recent months, says the spy soft-
ware was used to unlock phones
to capture covert screenshots
and copy contact lists, which were
then uploaded to a government-
controlled server.
The report titled “A Digital
Prison: Surveillance and the
Suppression of Civil Society in
Serbia” said the Serbian police
and the Security Information
Agency (BIA) used the spyware
to infect devices while their
owners were detained or inter-
viewed by police. 
“Our investigation reveals how
Serbian authorities have deployed
surveillance technology and dig-
ital repression tactics as instru-
ments of wider state control and
repression directed against civil
society,” said Dinushika
Dissanayake, Amnesty
International’s deputy regional

director for Europe. 
Serbia’s police did not respond to
a request for comment by The
Associated Press. 
Serbia’s spy agency said on its
website that it “works exclusive-
ly in accordance with the laws of
the Republic of Serbia.”
“Therefore, we are not even able
to comment on nonsensical alle-
gations from their (Amnesty)
text, just as we do not normally
comment on similar content,”
BIA said. The Amnesty report
comes as President Aleksandar
Vucic is facing one of the biggest
challenges to more than a decade
of his increasingly autocratic
rule, with widening anti-govern-
ment protests that so far have
been largely peaceful.
Protests have been led by univer-
sity students and opposition
activists following the collapse last
month of a concrete canopy at a
railway station in the country’s
north that killed 15 people on
Nov. 1. Many in Serbia believe
rampant corruption and nepo-
tism among state officials led to
sloppy work on the building
reconstruction, which was part of
a wider railroad project with
Chinese state companies.
Vucic has accused Western intel-

ligence services, NGO groups
and foreign media of conducting
a “hybrid warfare” against him
and his country by illegally
financing the protests.
The Belgrade Centre for Security
Policy, an NGO group, strongly
condemned the authorities’ mis-
use of digital technologies for sur-
veillance and demanded an
immediate, transparent and inde-
pendent investigation into the
allegations reported by Amnesty
International. It also called for the
prosecution of those responsible
within the police and the Security
and Information Agency. 
“In a country where civil protests
are growing in scale, and discon-
tent with the regime is becoming
louder, these practices represent
a direct attack on fundamental
freedoms, including the right to
peaceful assembly, freedom of
expression, and the right of asso-
ciation,” the group’s statement
said. Serbia, which formally seeks
European Union membership,
has been forging close ties with
Russia and China, including
their spy agencies in what officials
said was a joint action against the
so-called “coloured revolutions”
— street protests against repres-
sive regimes.

Japanese bank apologises over theft of
millions of dollars from safe deposit boxes
AP n TOKYO

Japan’s biggest bank apolo-
gised Monday for  the

alleged theft by an employee
of  more than 1 bi l l ion
yen (USD 6.6 million) from
customers’  safe  deposit  
boxes. 
The bank, formally known as
Mitsubishi UFJ Financial
Group, Inc., said Monday
that it was investigating and
that verified thefts from
about 20 of the 60 clients
thought to have been affect-
ed amounted to 300 million
yen (nearly USD 2 million).
Compensation was being
worked out, it said. 
The thefts occurred at two
Tokyo branches of the bank,
from April 2020 until the end
of October this year, when
the problem was discovered. 
MUFG’s president and CEO

Junichi  Hanzawa told
reporters the female employ-
ee responsible for managing
the safe deposit boxes and
their keys is suspected of
taking advantage of that posi-
tion to steal cash and other
valuables. 
“The case has undermined
the customers’ trust and con-
fidence and shaken the very
foundation of our banking
business,” Hanzawa said. He
apologised for causing con-
cern and trouble to MUFG
clients.
MUFG said the employee
admitted taking the money
and using it for investments
and her personal purposes.
She was fired and was coop-
erating with the bank’s inter-
nal probe and a police inves-
tigation but has not yet been
arrested. 
After news of the thefts sur-

faced, dozens more people
came for ward with 
claims of suspected losses
that the bank is working to
verify, it said. 
The MUFG case is the second
recent one involving criminal
activity at a major Japanese
financial institution. 
In November,  Nomura
Holdings acknowledged that
a former employee had been
arrested on suspicion of rob-
bery, attempted murder and
arson targeting a client in
Hiroshima.
Asked about the MUFG
thefts, the chief government
spokesman said Monday that
banking operations require
high levels of trust and a
sense of public service. 
The case was “extremely
regrettable,”  said Chief
Cabinet Secretary Yoshimasa
Hayashi.
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For first time in 8 years, US Navy ship
makes port call in Cambodia
AP n SIHANOUKVILLE
(CAMBODIA)

AUS Navy warship arrived
Monday in Cambodia, the

first such visit in eight years to
a nation that is China’s close
ally in Southeast Asia. 
Cambodia’s government has

suggested the port call reflects
an upgrade in often-strained
relations.
The USS Savannah docked at
the port of Sihanoukville on the
Gulf of Thailand for a five-day
visit. The Savannah, classed as
a Littoral Combat Ship, carries
a crew of 103.
“It’s great to be back, returning
US presence to here after eight
years,” the ship’s commanding
officer, Daniel A. Sledz, said in
brief remarks to reporters. He
was given a bouquet of flowers

by a Cambodian officer and
shook hands with a line of her
colleagues.
The United States for many
years has had rocky relations
with Cambodia, criticising its
government for political repres-
sion and human rights viola-
tions. There is particular con-

cern about its close ties with
China, which Washington fears
may get exclusive access to a
Cambodian naval base on the
Gulf of Thailand, not far from
where the Savannah docked.
Recently, there seem to have
been moves to patch up rela-
tions.
Cambodia’s Ministry of
National Defence said last week
that the visit was scheduled
after a US request for a port
call, and would “strengthen
and expand the bonds of

friendship as well as promote
bilateral cooperation” between
the two nations.
Two days before that,
Cambodia’s foreign ministry
noted “positive momentum of
bilateral ties and cooperation”
and “the reinvigoration of mil-
itary-to-military cooperation”

b e t w e e n
Cambodia and
the U.S.
US Secretary of
Defence Lloyd
Austin visited
Cambodia in
early June, where
he held talks
with Prime
Minister Hun
Manet and other
senior officials.
He also met with
C a m b o d i a n
alumni of US
military training
prog rammes .
Hun Manet
himself is a grad-
uate of the US
M i l i t a r y
Academy at
West Point.
The US Defence
Department said
at the time that

Austin’s discussions concerned
“opportunities to strengthen
the US-Cambodia bilateral
defense relationship in support
of regional peace and security,”
and other matters.
But Washington remains con-
cerned that the upgrading of
Cambodia’s
Ream Naval
Base near
Sihanoukville
will serve
B e i j i n g ’ s
s t r a t e g i c

interests in the region.
The US and others suggest
China’s navy is establishing a
permanent base at Ream,
which would give it easier
access to the Malacca Strait, a
critical shipping route between
the South China Sea and the
Indian Ocean.
Controversy over the Chinese
activity at Ream initially arose
in 2019 when The Wall Street
Journal reported that an early
draft of an agreement seen by
US officials would allow China
30-year use of the base, where
it would be able to post military
personnel, store weapons and
berth warships.
Cambodia’s government has
denied such an agreement or
any intention to grant China
special privileges at the base,
though Beijing has funded its
expansion.
In September, Cambodia’s
Defense Ministry said that
China is giving its navy two
warships of the type it has had
docked there for months.
China is set to hand over two
newly built Type 56 corvettes
— smaller vessels typically
used for coastal
patrols — next
year at the earli-
est, after
C a m b o d i a
r e q u e s t e d
China’s support.
C a m b o d i a ’s
defense ministry
said the
Savannah’s port

call will include “a working
meeting with the commander
of the Ream Naval Base,” as well
as meetings with provincial
officials and “a friendship
sports competition between
the crews of the US Navy and
the Cambodian Navy.”
Cambodian Navy Capt. Mean
Savoeun, deputy commander
of the Ream Naval Base, was
among those dockside wel-
coming the Savannah to
Sihanoukville. He said he was
happy to see the good relation-
ship between Cambodia and
the US, especially their navies,
and believed the visit will bring
closer diplomatic cooperation. 

A Cambodian flag flutters as USS Savannah arrives for a port call at Sihanoukville port, Cambodia on
Monday. AP/PTI
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PTI n MUMBAI

Benchmark indices Sensex and Nifty
closed lower on Monday due to

weak global cues amid caution ahead of
the US Fed interest rate decision later
this week.
The 30-share BSE benchmark Sensex
declined 384.55 points or 0.47 per cent
to settle at 81,748.57. During the day, it
dropped 581.84 points or 0.70 per cent
to 81,551.28.
The NSE Nifty lost by 100.05 points or
0.40 per cent to 24,668.25.
From the 30-share Sensex blue-chip

pack, Titan, Adani Ports, UltraTech
Cement, Tata Consultancy Services,
NTPC, Bharti Airtel, Tech Mahindra,
Infosys, Hindustan Unilever and JSW
Steel were the biggest laggards.
On the other hand, IndusInd Bank, Bajaj

Finance, Power Grid, Mahindra &
Mahindra and Axis Bank were the gain-
ers.
In Asian markets, Seoul, Tokyo, Shanghai
and Hong Kong settled lower.
European markets were quoting in the
red. Wall Street ended mostly lower on
Friday.
Meanwhile, wholesale price-based infla-
tion declined to a three-month low of
1.89 per cent in November on cheaper
food items.
Foreign Institutional Investors (FIIs)
bought equities worth Rs 2,335.32 crore
on Friday, according to exchange data.

Sensex falls 385 points

PNS n NEW DELHI

Delhi Airport has achieved
a historic milestone by

becoming the first airport in
India to connect 150 destina-
tions and a preferred gateway
for passengers.  Thai AirAsia X
has launched direct flights
between Delhi and Bangkok-
Don Mueang (DMK), marking
the 150th destination con-
nected to Delhi Airport.The
route will operate with Airbus
A330 aircraft at a 2x weekly fre-
quency, increasing to 4x week-
ly by mid-January 2025.
In a statement, Delhi
International Airport Ltd
(DIAL) said it has become the
first airport in the country to
connect 150 destinations. Over
the years, Delhi Airport has
added more than 20 exclusive
international destinations,
including Phnom Penh, Bali
Denpasar, Calgary, Montreal,
Vancouver, Washington Dulles,
Chicago O’Hare, Tokyo
Haneda, etc.
"Of all the long-haul destina-
tions from India, 88 per cent of
destinations are connected
from Delhi and 56 per cent of
all long-haul weekly flights
departing from India, operate
from Delhi.  "Almost 50 per
cent (42 per cent to be precise)
of long-haul passengers from
India chose Delhi airport as
their gateway," it said.  The air-
port handles around 1,400
flight movements daily.
“In the last decade, the airport
has experienced a 100 percent
increase in transfer passen-
gers, solidifying its position as
a leading transit hub in South
Asia. Of all the long-haul des-
tinations from India, 88 percent
of destinations are connected
from Delhi & 56 percent of all
long-haul weekly flights depart-
ing from India, operate from
Delhi. Almost 50 percent (42
percent to be precise) of long-
haul passengers from India
chose Delhi airport as their
gateway,” it added.
"This milestone of connecting
150 destinations is a testament
to our unwavering commit-
ment to enhancing global con-
nectivity and providing world-
class travel experiences. We are
proud to lead India into a new
era of aviation and remain
dedicated to being a hub of
choice for travelers worldwide,"
said Videh Kumar Jaipuriar,
CEO, Delhi International
Airport Limited.

Historic milestone:
Delhi airport first
in India to connect
150 destinations
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