
PNS n HYDERABAD

The Confederation of Real Estate
Developers’ Associations of India
(CREDAI) concluded the third edi-
tion of its property show at Nagole
on Sunday attracting good footfalls
and generating business leads worth
around Rs 400 crore. Film Actress
Mehreen Pirzada took part in the
event as the guest of honour.

The event displayed RERA-regis-
tered projects of CREDAI member
developers ensuring transparency
for buyers.

V. Rajashekhar Reddy, the
President of CREDAI Hyderabad
said, “The momentum which start-
ed at the beginning of the month
with Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
meeting CREDAI members and
unveiling his Vision 2050 for the
state assured everyone of a great time
ahead. The Minister for IT,
Electronics & Communications and

Industries & Commerce, D. Sridhar
Babu, highlighted the overwhelming

interest shown by global MNCs in
investing in the city during their
recent visits abroad. The government
will take effective measures to ensure
balanced growth across the city. Its
focus on skill development will
strengthen the attractiveness of the
city to global investors as it ensures
greater availability of an employ-

ment-ready workforce. We will also
extend all support and infrastructure
to the skilling initiatives for the con-
struction industry. With these meas-
ures, we are confident that the city
will take giant strides towards
becoming a global city and an inspi-
ration and role model for other
Indian cities. As the Hyderabad
market has been performing exceed-
ingly well in terms of absorption of
residential, commercial and retail
properties across price brackets we
would like to thank the people of
Hyderabad for their overwhelming
support for CREDAIbility property
shows in West, North and East
Hyderabad."B. Jagannath Rao, the
General Secretary of CREDAI
Hyderabad said, “We are thrilled
with the response the ‘CREDAIbility’
themed Property Show generated in
three prime locations.
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As elected public representatives
we should not neglect nature. That
is the reason why the government
started protecting lakes from
encroachments through HYDRAA.
The government undertook
this programme to provide
better lives for future
generations. We will not give
in to pressure and will take
strong action
against
encroachers. Our
government stands
for righteousness in
the spirit of Lord
Krishna's teachings.

- A. Revanth Reddy, CM, Telangana

PNS n HYDERABAD

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
said the Congress government will
fight against the encroachment of
lakes inspired by Lord Krishna's
message to Arjuna delivered dur-
ing the Kurukshetra battle. This is
not a political programme, the CM
clarified.

He said the Nizam developed
Hyderabad as a lake city a centu-
ry ago. However, some farmhous-
es have come up near lakes and
ponds which quenched the thirst of
people. Waste water from farm-
houses is being discharged into the
Gandipet Lake and Himayat Sagar
which have been providing drink-
ing water to the city, he said.

“As elected public representatives
we should not neglect nature. That
is the reason why the government

started protecting lakes from
encroachments through HYDRAA.
The government undertook this
programme to provide better lives
for future generations. We will not
give in to pressure and will take
strong action against encroachers.
Our government stands for right-
eousness in the spirit of Lord
Krishna's teachings,” the CM said.

The CM was speaking after lay-
ing the foundation stone for the
Hare Krishna Heritage Tower in
Hyderabad on Sunday. He said
such a rare opportunity comes
only once in a lifetime.

“I am fortunate to attend a big
event like this as the chief guest.
The heritage tower will provide
spiritual teachings in a concrete
jungle. 

PNS n HYDERABAD

CPI Secretary
Narayana said that
Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy and
HYDRAA should
demolish the illegal
buildings of former BRS Minister Ch. Malla Reddy and
BRS MLA Palla Rajeshwar Reddy.Speaking to the media
on Sunday after visiting the site of the N-Convention which
was demolished by the Hyderabad Disaster Response and
Asset Monitoring and Protection Agency (HYDRAA), 

Continued  on  Page  5

Demolish illegal buildings of Malla
Reddy & Palla Rajeshwar: Narayana

PNS n HYDERABAD

Declaring that Telangana
Congress leaders have a hand in
the Valmiki scam that took
place in Karnataka, BRS
Working President KT Rama
Rao said the HYDRAA high
drama in Telangana is intended only to deflect public
attention from the Valmiki scam.KTR posted his video
statement regarding this on X on Sunday and said that
Rs 45 crore was transferred to nine bank accounts of
Telangana Congress leaders from the Rs 187 crore 

Continued  on  Page  5

Only to deflect public attention
from Valmiki scam: KTR

PNS n HYDERABAD

The BJP’s Malkajgiri MP, Eatala
Rajender, said that former Chief
Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao
posed for photos after demolishing
buildings in Ayyappa Society and
now Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
is posing for photos in the same
manner.

He said that it is good to demol-
ish the illegal buildings of elders but
do not show this valour to the poor.
The poor constructed houses in
FTL areas after getting permits 40
years ago, he said and asked the
government to explain why the
government is not taking action
against the collectors, GHMC com-
missioners and other officials.

Continued  on  Page  5

CM threatening middle
class & poor with

demolitions: Eatala
PNS n HYDERABAD

Akkineni Nagarjuna
responded to the N-
Convention demolition on
Sunday through his account
on X saying that he had not
encroached a single inch of land and
that the entire land has title deed. He
also said that he would obey court
orders.“Dear fans and well-wishers.
News about celebrities can often get
exaggerated. I would like to reiterate
that the land on which N-convention

was built is documented
land with a clear title deed.
Not even a cent of land
beyond that has been

grabbed. The Special Court
of AP Land Grabbing

(Prohibition) Act has given a
judgement passing the order Sr.
3943/2011 on 24-02-2014 saying
there was no encroachment in the
Tummidikunta Lake. Now the argu-
ment has already been presented to
the High Court. I will abide by the law
of the land and the HC judgement. 

PNS n HYDERABAD

Bharatiya Janata
Legislative Party
(BJLP) leader Alleti
Maheshwar Reddy
said the Congress
government is
engaging in diversion politics by
demolishing buildings owned by
celebrities. 

Continued  on  Page  5

Bid to divert public
attention: Maheshwar

UPS to put addl burden of
Rs 6,250 cr on exchequer
PNS n NEW DELHI

Unified Pension Scheme (UPS),
which is going to provide assured
pension to 23 lakh eligible central
government employees, will put
an additional burden of Rs
6,250 crore on the excheq-
uer per year.

UPS, effective
from April 1, 2025
envisages govern-
ment contribution ris-
ing from current level of
14 per cent to 18.5 per cent.
This 4.5 per cent increase in
government contribution is esti-
mated to cost Rs 6,250 crore to the
government, Union minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw has said.

Although the government is
increasing its contribution under

UPS, employees' contribution
remains unchanged at 10 per cent
of the basic salary.

In addition, there will be an
arrear of Rs 800 crore that has to

be paid under the National
Pension System (NPS) to

employees retiring before
March 31, 2025. If

these retirees opt for
UPS, they will

receive the arrears.
The NPS, in effect

from January 1, 2004, is
a contributory scheme while

pension scheme prior to this
was defined where the govern-

ment promised to pay 50 per cent
of the last-drawn basic pay, irrespec-
tive of the corpus.

CREDAI generates biz leads worth Rs 400 cr

CM Revanth Reddy and IT Minister D Sridhar Babu at foundation stone laying for
Hare Krishna Heritage Tower in Hyderabad on Sunday

CM: Govt will not allow
encroachment on lakes

The demolition of structures allegedly built on buffer zones of lakes reached a crescendo with the dismantling of N
Convention owned by actor Nagarjuna. The demolition activity has since taken political colours with  parties attributing

political motives behind the drive and demanding that the same treatment be meted to the constructions of powerful leaders
as well. Will HYDRAA go with the same speed, unmindful of the political accusations is a big question now as hundreds of
constructions in and around Hyderabad are on the FTL of lakes, which are prone to submergence whenever it rains heavily.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Andhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu
has decided to
encourage young
blood in the TDP and
made it clear that pri-
ority will be given to
youth in the TDP.

On Sunday, Chandrababu
held a meeting with TTDP leaders
and activists at the NTR Trust
Bhavan. TDP cadres and fans from
various districts across the state

flocked to NTR Bhavan.
Speaking on the occa-

sion, Chandrababu
directed TDP ranks
to increase the party's
strength in the state.
The TDP will launch
an active member-

ship registration pro-
gramme in the coming

days, he said.
After the meeting,

Chandrababu said, "I have come to
meet all of you.

‘I will not forgive if officials make a mistake’

PNS n HYDERABAD

Asking officials to bring a good
name to the revenue system,
Revenue Minister Ponguleti
Srinivas Reddy said that he will
not forgive officials who make
mistakes.

He said that he is not hostile to
anyone and that the government

has to give its land to the poor
and added that he would not tol-
erate anyone who registers gov-
ernment lands in the name of big-
wigs.He said that he would review
all departments continuously.
There is no need for interventions
and recommendations regarding
promotions, he said and added
that he would take care of that.

“I am not like others. I will act
strictly. I am ashamed of the atti-
tude of some officials of the
Revenue Department. It is a
waste of time to bring politicians
to me asking for promotions. I
will laugh if anyone brings a
politician’s letter. 

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Congress government
is enacting high drama in
the name of HYDRAA to
divert public attention, sen-

ior BRS leader MLA T.
Harish Rao said.

He said the
C o n g r e s s
g o v e r n -
ment is
targeting
o p p o s i -
tion par-
ties and

that Jangaon BRS MLA Palla
Rajeshwar Reddy is a Telangana
activist who works for the peo-
ple. However, Revanth’s policy
is “Wear the Congress Kanduva
or we will trouble you. We will
file false cases and will demol-
ish your buildings.”

Speaking to the media at the
Telangana Bhavan on Sunday,
Harish said the Congress gov-
ernment filed cases alleging
illegal mining against the
Patancheru MLA, troubled him
a lot and imposed a fine of Rs
300 crore on him and forcibly

inducted him into the Congress.
The mining case was dropped
immediately after the
Patancheru MLA joined the
Congress, he said.

The Congress government is
now troubling Palla Rajeswhar
Reddy by filing false cases. Six
cases were filed against Palla
Rajeshwar after the Congress
came to power. The govern-
ment filed cases against Palla
Rajeswhar Reddy’s wife and
children too, Harish said.

“The momentum which
started at the beginning of
the month with Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy meeting
CREDAI members and
unveiling his Vision 2050 for
the state assured everyone of
a great time ahead. 

High drama in the name of HYDRAA: Harish
Alleges govt policy is wear Congress kanduva or we will hound you

Minister Ponguleti warns Revenue Department officials

Will HYDRAA go after big fish?

PNS n NEW DELHI

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi on
Sunday asked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to fulfil the nation's
demand for a caste census imme-
diately otherwise he would see the
next PM do it.

No power can stop a nationwide
caste census, the leader of opposi-
tion in the Lok Sabha said on X in
Hindi, tagging a post by the
Congress on a "mood of the nation
poll" by a media group which said
74 per cent people in August said
a caste census must be conducted,
up from the 59 per cent in
February this year.

"Modi ji, if you are thinking of
stopping the caste census, you are
dreaming - no power can stop it
now! India's order has arrived -
soon 90 per cent Indians will sup-
port and demand caste census,"
Gandhi said on X.

"Implement the order now, or
you will see the next Prime
Minister do this," the Congress
leader said.

His remarks came a day after he
pressed the demand for a nation-
wide "caste census" and said 90 per
cent people of the country are sit-
ting out of the system and the step
should be taken in their interest.

RAHUL TO MODI

Implement caste
census or you will
see next PM do it

PNS n HYDERABAD

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy's
Advisor Vem Narender Reddy
warned that action will be taken if
his name is used for making recom-
mendations.

He said on Sunday that he came
to know recently that some people
collected money from the poor
after promising them double-bed-
room houses and by assuring trans-

fers for government employees.
The Rachakonda Police arrested
them after a complaint was filed
against them.

In a statement on Sunday,
Narender asked the public not to
believe anyone who makes phone
calls in his name. He asked people
to contact 7566663335 if anyone
calls in his name and added that
action will be taken as per law if
anyone uses his name.

Action if my name is used for making
recommendations: Vem Narender

Many govt buildings
built in FTL areas: Asad

P2

5

N-Convention land had clear title deed: Nagarjuna

5

Chandrababu scraps
all TTDP committees
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‘HYDRAA
demolishes...
The Hyderabad Disaster
Response and Assets Protection
Agency (HYDRAA) has
demolished a total of 18 illegal
structures and protected 43.94
acres of land within the Outer
Ring Road (ORR) limits from
June 2024.  The HYDRAA
submitted a detailed report to the
State government. In the report, It
mentioned that on June 27,
around the encroachment of the
park at the Filmnagar co-operative
society, the authority recovered
0.16 acres. The HYDRAA
recovered 0.2 acres in
Mansoorabad...

-PAGE: 3

Railways releases
Rs 3591.76 cr ...
The Department of Railways,
which is laying a new railway
trackfrom Malkangiri in Odisha to
Pandurangapuram in
Burgampahad mandal of erstwhile
united Khammam district via the
temple town of Bhadrachalam in
Telangana, will pick up pace now.
The Railways released Rs
3,591.76 crore for development of
the railway track, according
to.The break-up of the funds will
be spent for civil engineering
works (Rs 3,061.91 crore),
electrical traction distribution (Rs
342.15 crore)...

ONGC opens well in
KG field to raise...
State-owned Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation (ONGC) on Sunday
said it has opened another well on
its flagship deep-sea project in the
Krishna Godavari basin in the Bay
of Bengal, which will help augment
production of crude oil and natural
gas. In January this year, ONGC
started producing oil, converted
into fuels like petrol and diesel in
refineries, from the KG-DWN-98/2
or KG-D5 block. "On August 24,
2024, ONGC marked a significant
milestone by starting production
from its fifth oil well in the Block
KG-DWN-98/2...

Meet 13-year-old
badminton...
Thirteen-year-old Tanvi Patri from
Odisha has cemented her status as
one of India’s most promising
badminton prodigies by clinching
the girls’ singles title at the U-15
Badminton Asia U-17 & U-15
Junior Championships in
Chengdu, China, the country
where she first honed her skills in
the sport. Patri capped off a
phenomenal week with a
superlative performance, defeating
Vietnam’s second seed Thi Thu
Huyen Nguyen 22-20, 21-11 in a
34-minute final, offering a glimmer
of hope after Indian...
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‘Baahubali’s  concept is from
Rajinikanth-starrer 

BAASHHA’

India, US look forward to
working together: 

Rajnath 
INFOSYS
SCOUTING FOR ACQUISITIONS,
SAYS CEO  PAREKH
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Updated: August 25, 2024 5:00 PM

Forecast: Scattered Showers
Temp: 29

oc

Humidity: 73%
Sunrise: 6:01 AM
Sunset: 6:34 PM

TODAY

HYDERABAD WEATHER

Month & Paksham: Krishna Paksha

Tithi: Ashtami: Aug 26 03:39 AM
to Aug 27 02:20 AM

Navami: Aug 27 02:20 AM
to Aug 28 01:33 AM

Nakshatram: 

Krithika: Aug 25 04:45 PM
to Aug 26 03:55 PM

Rohini: Aug 26 03:55 PM
to Aug 27 03:38 PM

Rahukalam: 7:38 AM to 9:11 AM

Yamagandam:  10:44 AM to 12:17 PM

Varjyam: 07:43 AM to 09:18 AM

Gulika: 1:50 PM to 3:24 PM

Amritakalam: 01:36 PM to 03:09 PM

Abhijit Muhurtham: 11:52 AM to 12:42 PM

Monday Mirchi
REVIVAL OF SUB COLLECTOR POSTING

ENTHUSES ROOKIES 
Telangana's latest move to revert to the

previous process of training young IAS offi-
cers seems to have enthused the latest crop
of rookies in the state. The Revanth Reddy-
led government has recently posted certain
2022 batch IAS officers as Sub Collectors. In
February 2020, ostensibly as part of admin-
istrative reforms, the then K Chandrasekhar
Rao government had abolished Joint
Collector posts in the district collectorates
and introduced Additional Collector posts.
Thereafter, each district came to have a
Collector and two Additional Collectors. Of
the two Additional Collectors, one was spe-
cially deployed to govern the local bodies.
The idea was to ensure that the Additional
Collectors as 'specialists' will play a key role
in the functioning of local bodies. Thus, the
previous government had made a rather con-
troversial decision to halt the posting of fresh
IAS entrants as Sub Collectors. Grapevine
has it that the last batch to hold such posi-
tions was in 2015. Apparently, the reason-
ing was that officers posted to state-level
offices, upon being assigned to sub-divisions
as Revenue Divisional Officers, were seen as
pliable and easier to manage. For nearly a
decade, Telangana had stood out as an excep-
tion across the country with no Sub
Collectors in place -only IAS officers desig-
nated as such were posted to these subdivi-
sions. This move had raised eyebrows
among many, especially since the experience
of serving as a Sub Collector is considered
essential for budding IAS officers to grasp
the fundamentals of revenue administration.
Now, the Congress government has decid-
ed to revive this system. A retired bureau-
crat, who could not resist sharing his two
cents, called it a 'welcome step' and empha-
sized that this experience is crucial for new
IAS entrants to truly learn the ropes at the
field level. The reversal of a system touted
as 'part of reforms' has now raised questions
of what else is in store on the administra-
tive front.

THE MAGIC OF GIVING A FREE HAND 
TO NO-NONSENSE BABUS

Given a free hand and left to their own
devices, babus committed to their tasks can
bask in their own glory, leave alone reflect-
ed glory as officials who loyally implement
political diktats. In Telangana, certain no-
nonsense senior bureaucrats are in the
limelight now for doing their job in a visi-
bly captivating manner. Coming as it does
in just eight months of the Congress rule, at
least three significant initiatives have
emerged as game-changers, garnering wide-
spread public support. The buzz in political
circles is hard to miss: the diligent inspec-
tions by the Commissioner of Food Safety
in Telangana, the high-profile Anti-
Corruption Bureau raids, and the hair-rais-
ing razing operations of HYDRAA have
become the talking points, more so among
Congress leaders and cadre. With celebrat-

ed officers leading the charge -Ranganath
(illegal structures), CV Anand (corrupt
officials), and RV Karnan (food safety), the
talk in official circles is that this trifecta of
authorities with a free hand is helping the
government shore up its image. The subtext
is that IPS officers outnumber IAS officials
when it comes to the areas of operations that
are changing the status quo. Congressmen
are quick to point out that these initiatives
have struck a chord with the public. VC
Sajjanar, who was at the wheel when the
Mahalakshmi scheme (free bus ride for
women) was launched, perhaps set the tone
for showcasing administrative capabilities
predicated on the maxim 'Where there is a
will, there is a way'. All told, these officers
have proved that administration, if let
unhindered, can work wonders. Kudos to the
government of the day will then be a natur-
al consequence. 

SEASONED BUREAUCRATS' 
DEAFENING SILENCE 

Presently the air in the corridors of power
in Telangana is thick with speculations as to
why several seasoned bureaucrats, who had
wielded significant influence during the erst-
while K Chandrasekhar Rao regime, includ-
ing those who had served as his trusted advi-
sors, have chosen to keep a low profile.
Regime change may have dislodged them
from the centre-stage of administration; yet,
officials at lower rungs of the administration
and the people at large still look up to them
for their two cents. No one expects maun vrat
from them, much less self-imposed distance
from the media. One can understand if in-
service senior officials opt to be mauni babus,
but what hurts opinion-seekers is that even
the retired ones are incommunicado. What
happens to their wealth of experience and
insider knowledge? They seem to be content
while remaining in the shadows, but the larg-
er question is: What or who might be keep-
ing them so disquietingly quiet.

SECOND THOUGHTS, BUT TOO LATE?
Regime change is bound to be followed

by a shake-up of the administration. That
doesn't mean officials who know they are not
in the good books of so and so should
become paranoid and seek voluntary retire-
ment from service. In Andhra Pradesh,
senior IAS officer Praveen Prakash, who had
had run-ins with political bosses, did seek
VRS (though he has more than seven years
of service left) as soon as the TPD-led NDA
came to power. With the date of his VRS just
weeks away (September 30), he is now hav-
ing second thoughts. A little bird told us that
Praveen Prakash has approached the Chief
Secretary to keep aside his papers and allow
him to continue in service till his superan-
nuation. He attributed his 'hasty decision' to
'psychological pressure'. It appears that
nothing positive has come his way from the
government so far.

--Yours truly

PNS n HYDERABAD

Hyderabad could have become
a big sports hub but the BRS
government neglected sports
totally and Hyderabad could
not achieve any milestones in
sports, Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy said.

Attending the function held
to present awards to the win-
ners of Marathon 2024 at the
Gachibowli Stadium here on
Sunday, the CM said that his
government is committed to
promoting sports and steps are
being taken for that. Efforts are
being made to encourage stu-
dents to pursue sports as their
career, he added.

The CM assured that the
government will regain the
past glory of Hyderabad in

sports and Gachibowli will
also be developed as a sports
village. The government will
start the Young India Sports
University in the next acade-
mic year and will hire reputed
international coaches to train
sportspersons, he said.

The CM said that he had

told the Centre that the state
government would establish
sports stadiums of interna-
tional standards so that the
Olympics could be held in
Hyderabad. “We will promote
Telangana as a destination for
sports,” the CM added.

BRS govt ruined Hyd’s
chances in sports: CM

Illicit drug trade global issue: Shah

PNS n JODHPUR

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday said the guar-
antee of simple and accessible
justice to all is important as the
country moves towards the
dream of a developed India.

Speaking at the concluding
ceremony of Platinum Jubilee
celebrations of the Rajasthan
High Court here, Modi also
referred to his Independence
Day remark on 'secular civil
code' and said that the judicia-
ry has been advocating this for
decades.

"As we move forward with
the dream of a developed
India, there should be a guar-
antee of simple, easy and acces-
sible justice for everyone. This
is very important," he said.

Modi said that justice is
always simple and clear, but
sometimes the process makes
it difficult.

"It is our collective respon-
sibility to make justice as sim-
ple and clear as possible. I am
satisfied that the country has
taken many historic and deci-

sive steps in this direction," he
said.The prime minister also
said that today the people's
dreams, their aspirations are
bigger, "so it is important that
our systems are modernized".

"Innovation and modernisa-
tion of the system is equally
important for providing justice

for all," he added.
Modi said that the Indian

judiciary has continuously
played the responsibility of
being vigilant and active on
national issues.

"The example of the 'consti-
tutional integration' of the
country by abrogating Article
370 from Kashmir is before us.
The example of humanitarian
law like CAA (Citizenship
Amendment Act) is before us.
What natural justice says in the
national interest on such issues
has been completely clear from
the decisions of the courts," he
said.The prime minister said
that from the high courts to the
Supreme Court, the judiciary
has strengthened the resolution
of Nation First on such issues
many times.

Says India can fight it if we pursue with determination 

PNS n RAIPUR

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Sunday said the ille-
gal narcotics trade is not
only a challenge for India
but also a global issue, stress-
ing that the country can
combat the menace if it
pursues with determination
and strategy.

The money generated
through the illicit narcotics
trade is also used for anti-
national activities like
spreading terrorism and
Naxalism and weakening
the country's economy, he
said.

Addressing a meeting at a
hotel in Nava Raipur on the
scenario of narcotics sub-
stances in Chhattisgarh,
Shah emphasised the need
to adopt four formulas of

drug detection, network
destruction, culprit deten-
tion and addict rehabilita-
tion in achieving success.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has pledged to make
the country drug-free in
2047 when the 100th year of
the country's independence
will be celebrated and grad-
ually the resolution has
become the resolution of
the 130 crore population. I
believe that the resolution of
a drug-free India is very

important in making a pros-
perous, safe and glorious
India, Shah said.

The illicit drug trade is not
only a challenge for India but
also a global issue, he said,
pitching for the need to raise
awareness of this menace.

“This battle is at such a
juncture that if we pursue
with determination and
strategy, we can win this
fight,” he said, cautioning,
"several countries have lost
their fight against it”.

Guarantee of accessible justice to 
all is important, says PM Modi

PNS n HYDERABAD

The AIMIM’s Hyderabad MP,
Asaduddin Owaisi, asked the
Revanth Reddy-led Congress
government to reveal whether
it will demolish government
buildings constructed in FTL
areas.

“Some government build-
ings are built in FTL areas.
Will these government build-
ings be demolished? Necklace
Road is also in FTL range. Will
Necklace Road be removed?
The GHMC head office is
built on a drain. Many govern-
ment offices are in FTL areas.
The golf court is in a lake in
Golconda. IPS, IAS officers are
playing golf there. Go there
and watch it or else I will give
you photos if you want. I
have met the Mayor on the
FTL issue. I want to see what
decision the government will
take,” Asaduddin said.

The comments of
Asaduddin have become hot at
a time when a heated social

media discussion is going on
saying that Asaduddin’s
women’s college is built inside
Salkam Tank and that the
Owaisi Hospital and Owaisi
Research Centre are near the
DMR Lake and when will
HYDRAA take action against
them.

Meanwhile, Asaduddin said
the BJP is introducing a Bill
against Waqf. Waqf assets are
not government properties.
How can there be a deed for
Waqf properties which have
been there for years? How can
a deed be brought for Mecca
Masjid, he asked.

Many govt buildings
built in FTL areas: Asad

PNS n HYDERABAD

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy
said that the lease of Shanti
Sarovar will be renewed and
that the government will help
them in all ways. The
Telangana government is mov-
ing forward on the path shown
by Brahmakumaris, he said.

Attending the 20-year cele-
brations of Brahmakumaris
at the Shanti Sarovar and
launching community service
projects in Hyderabad on
Sunday, the CM said that
Gachibowli developed mas-
sively in just 20 years. I am
delighted that Shanti Sarovar
is located in the area, he said.

The Chief Minister said the
Telangana government is fol-

lowing the footsteps of
Brahmakumaris and that the
government has constituted a
team to root out the narcotic
menace. In future the people
would even fear to utter the
word drugs, he said.

The CM said the govern-
ment is doing everything pos-
sible to make Telangana drug-
free. A people's government
and farmer-friendly govern-
ment is ruling the state. The
government has already
proved that it is farmer-friend-
ly by waiving farm loans, the
CM said and added that
Telangana is the only state in
the country which waived
loans of Rs 31,000 crore taken
by farmers in just eight
months.

Will renew lease
of Shanti Sarovar

PNS n KOLKATA

Rallies and demonstrations
were held in different parts of
West Bengal on Sunday,
protesting the rape and mur-
der of the doctor at the RG Kar
Medical College and Hospital.

In state capital Kolkata, civil
society members marched
from Ramlila Maidan in
Moulali to Metro Channel in
Esplanade, demanding justice
for the victim of the crime that
shook the conscience of the
nation.

Slogans such as "Hatras
theke RG Kar, dharsaner
biruddhe othao swar (From
Hathras to RG Kar, raise voice
against rapes)" rented the air.

"While we demand the chief
minister's statement on the
issue of women's safety in the
state, we also seek punishment

of all the rapists -- whether the
crime took place in Hatras or
Kolkata. There has to be zero
tolerance to such horrific
attacks on women," said rights
activist Satabdi Das, one of the
organisers of the march.
Celebrated dancer Mamata
Shankar led a rally of her stu-
dents in the southern part of
the city, demanding justice

over the incident.
"All we are asking now is to

track all those involved in this
ghastly crime and ensure
prompt justice so that the per-
petrators get exemplary pun-
ishment. Hang them to death,"
she said.

Former students of state-run
Jadavpur Vidyapith also held a
rally in south Kolkata.

RAPE-MURDER OF DOCTOR 

Rallies continue to rock West Bengal PNS n THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

In the wake of many women
actors narrating their horrific
sexual assault experiences in
the cinema industry, the
Kerala government on Sunday
formed a special
team to probe
the atrocities
faced by them.

The govern-
ment on Sunday
formed a seven-
member team
after a high-level
meeting of
senior police
officials was
called by Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan.

The chief minister's office
said the special team will be
headed by IG Sparjan Kumar
and will include four senior
women IPS officers of the
state.

"Crime Branch ADGP H

Venkatesh will oversee the
functioning of the team," the
CMO said in a statement.

Apart from Kumar, the
team will include DIG S
Ajeetha Begum, Crime Branch
HQ SP Merin Joseph, Coastal

Police AIG
P o o n k u z h a l i ,
Kerala Police
A c a d e m y
Assistant Director
A i s h w a r y a
Dongre, AIG
Ajith V and
Crime Branch SP
S Madhusoodhan.

The report by
the Justice Hema
Committee, con-

stituted by the Kerala govern-
ment post the 2017 actress
assault case, has revealed
instances of harassment and
exploitation of women in the
Malayalam film industry,
prompting calls for action
against the guilty.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The BJP on Sunday flayed
Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi over his "no Dalit,
Adivasi or OBC in Miss India
list" remarks and asked him
not to demean the discussion
on the empowerment of mar-
ginalised sections.

The ruling party's reaction
came a day after Gandhi, while
pressing for a nationwide caste
census at an event in Uttar
Pradesh's Prayagraj, said he
checked the list of former Miss
India pageant winners but
found no Dalit, tribal, or OBC
among them.

"Rahul Gandhi, you are the
Leader of Opposition. You
talk about the OBCs. It's good.
It's your right. But how far
lower will you take this
debate?" senior BJP leader
Ravi Shakar Prasad said,

adding it was a serious issue
and the sanctity of discussion
should be maintained.

"Mr Rahul Gandhi, I don't
question your right to raise any
issue. But if you are talking of
empowering the OBCs, don't
you think you need to main-
tain some sanctity in the
debate," Prasad said at a press
conference at the BJP head-
quarters when asked about
the Congress leader's remarks.

Prasad asked Gandhi to take
note that there have been sev-

eral eligible contestants from
the minority community who
made it to the Miss World Like
Reita Faria and Diana Hayden.

"I have been told that one or
two Sikh contestants also
reached there. Others are also
going and they should. But the
big question here is from
which lens do you want to see
this debate?" the former Union
minister asked.

"Rahul Gandhi, do not
demean this dialogue," he said.

The Congress leader had
made the remarks on Saturday
during a 'Samvidhan Samman
Sammelan' while pressing for
a nationwide "caste census".

Gandhi said, "90 per cent
people are sitting out of the
system. They have skill, knowl-
edge but no connections (with
the system). That is why we
have raised the demand for a
caste census."

‘Do not demean the debate
on serious issue'

BJP on Rahul's ‘no OBC in Miss India list' remarks

ATROCITIES AGAINST WOMEN IN MOVIE INDUSTRY

Kerala govt forms
7-member police team

Ban on Jamaat-e-
Islami should be
revoked: Mufti

PNS n SRINAGAR

People's Democratic Party
(PDP) said on Sunday
banned Jamaat-e-Islami's
(JeI) willingness to contest
the Assembly elections in
Jammu and Kashmir is a
good step, but the ban on the
organisation should be
revoked.

"It is a good thing. I want
the Government of India to
revoke ban on the JeI
because if you are not ban-
ning communal organisa-
tions which are spreading
venom in this country, 

I do not want to name
them, those who take out
ral l ies ,  pelt  stones on
mosques, lynch Muslims,
then why is there a ban on
the JeI which has con-
tributed a lot in the educa-
tion sector, helped people in
f loods of  2014 and
COVID?" Muft i  told
reporters here.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Declaring that Congress means
Scamgress, BRS leader Putta
Vishnuvardhan Reddy said
that Telangana Congress lead-
ers had a hand in Karnataka’s
Valmiki scam.

He said that money was
transferred to other bank
accounts from the Karnataka
Valmiki Girijana Sankshema
Nidhi. The scam was exposed
through the suicide note of
Valmiki Girijana Sankshema
Nidhi superintendent.
Karnataka Minister Nagendra

is in jail now, he said.
Speaking to the media on

Sunday at the Telangana
Bhavan, Vishnuvardhan said
that money was transferred to
Telangana and AP from the
Valmiki Girijan Sankshema
Nidhi.Karnataka Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah said
in the Assembly that a Rs 90
crore scam took place in
Valmiki Society. Rs 45 crore
was transferred to Telangana
from the Rs 90 crore and
another Rs 45 crore was trans-
ferred to AP from the Valmiki
Sankshema Nidhi.

‘Cong leaders had
hand in Valmiki scam’



PNS n HYDERABAD

The Telangana Cyber Security Bureau on
Sunday said it has arrested two persons
here for their alleged involvement in a Rs
175 crore scam wherein transactions per-
taining to cyber fraud was done through
six bank accounts.

Cyber Security Bureau personnel arrest-
ed two persons on Saturday and a case was
registered under relevant sections of the
IT Act and BNS, a release from Telangana
Police said.

The Cyber Security Bureau's data analy-
sis team detected numerous complaints
reported on the National Cybercrime
Reporting Portal (NCRP) portal against
six bank accounts in a bank at
Shamsheergunj here and upon careful ver-
ification, it was revealed that large
sums of money were transacted
through these accounts with-
in a short period of two
months between
March and
A p r i l
2024,

it said.
The account holders were suspected of

being involved in large-scale cyber fraud
and it was found that approximately 600
complaints are linked to these accounts.

The main fraudster, operating from
Dubai, and his five associates were

actively involved in luring poor people
into opening bank accounts and supply-

ing them for use in cyber crimes and
hawala operations on a commission

basis, police said.
Following the main fraud-

ster’s directions, the
arrested accused
and other
associates
c o n -

v i n c e d
some poor

individuals to
open six current

accounts in the bank's
Shamsheergunj branch in

February this year, luring them
with commissions.

In March and April, significant trans-
actions occurred in these six accounts,
totalling approximately Rs 175 crores,
police said.

After opening the accounts, the signa-
tures of the account holders were obtained
on cheques, which were then kept in the
custody of one of the associates, police
said.

Some of the money was sent to Dubai
through cryptocurrency.

The associates withdrew the money fol-
lowing the directions of the main fraud-
ster and distributed it to various individ-
uals through his agents, police added.

Police cautioned the public not to
open bank accounts for someone else or
engage in suspicious transactions. “If you
have already opened a mule account,
report it to 1930 or cybercrime.gov.in,” the
release added.

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Hyderabad Disaster
Response and Assets
Protection Agency
(HYDRAA) has demolished a
total of 18 illegal structures and
protected 43.94 acres of land
within the Outer Ring Road
(ORR) limits from June 2024. 

The HYDRAA submitted a
detailed report to the State gov-
ernment. In the report, It men-
tioned that on June 27, around
the encroachment of the park
at the Filmnagar co-operative
society, the authority recovered
0.16 acres. 

The HYDRAA recovered
0.2 acres in Mansoorabad,
0.06 acres at MP, MLA Colony,
1.04 acres at Mithila Nagar, 5
acres at Film Nagar, 0.01 acres
at Gajularamaram, 1.1 acres at
Gajularamaram, 0.5 acres at
Road no. 10 Jubilee Hills,  0.01
acres at Ameerpet, 0.18 acres
at Jubilee Hills, 

HYDRAA report said that A
aocal leader of BRS party
Ratnakaram Sai Raju
encroached Chintal lake by
erecting temporary sheds in
3.5 acres, but the HYDRAA
demolished the illegal struc-
tures on August 6.

The report mentioned that
the HYDRAA recovered 12
acres at Rajendra Nagar in
Bhumruq Dowla lake on
August 10. Where
Bahadurpura MLA Mohmad
Mubeen’s building was demol-
ished and MLC Mirza Rahmat
Beig building was demolished.

The HYDRAA saved 0.16
acres of land at Erla Cheruvu
in Chanda Nagar, 0.29 acres at
Errakunta in Bachupally, 0.03
acres at Boduppal was recov-
ered from the encroachments.

The report mentioned that
HYDRAA recovered 15.25
acres at Gandipet from a
Congress party leader Pallam

Raju’s brother Pallam Anand’s
structure, Kaveriseeds owner
GV Bhaskar Rao’s structure,

BJP contested MLA from
Manthani constituency Sunil
Rddy and Pro Kabaddi owner
Srinivas’s wife Anupama.

The report said that on
August 28, the HYDRAA
demolished Actor Nagarjuna’s

N Convention at
Thummidikunta lake in
Madhapur and saved 4.9 acres
of land at Thummidikunta
lake.

Additional collector
Bhoopal Reddy case is not
transferred to Vigilance and
Enforcement wing
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CITY EVENTS

SAMUEL JOSHUA
n HYDERABAD

Hyderabad, one of the busiest cities,
goes dark at night due to most of the
streetlights, median lights, and junction
lights remain dysfunctional. The Greater
Hyderabad Municipal Corporation
(GHMC) has been turning a blind to the
issues, which is especially dangerous
during the monsoon season. This raises
the concern for travelling at night as many
motorists often cannot see potholes,
leading to accidents. This is also a major
safety concern, particularly for pedestri-
ans and women, as it increases the risk of
robbery and crime. Even the police has to
struggle to find evidence in dark areas, as
many of the city streets are facing defec-
tive street lights.

When asked, Vinay Vangla, an activist,
pointed out that the streetlights along the
Hi-Tech City road, including those in
front of Google’s office, are not function-
ing. He said that Kondapur flyover has
alternating dim lights, making it unsafe.
He also added that many busy areas like
Gachibowli,  Nanakramguda,
Lingampally, Chandanagar, Madhapur,
Kukatpally, and Moosapet face similar
issues with broken and faulty streetlights.
Both the activists, Vinay Vangla and
Harish alleged that 70 per cent of the
streetlights are out of order.    

Vinay urged GHMC to address the
problem, emphasising that it is a minor
issue but has been neglected, especially
since the maintenance is outsourced. He
called on the Commissioner of GHMC
and other officials of the respective
department to inspect the city limits of
GHMC at night to understand the seri-
ousness of the situation, particularly con-
cerning women's safety as the violence is
increasing day by day.

Meanwhile, Rajesh Constantine, a resi-
dent of Kacheguda and an HSBC employ-
ee, also raised concerns saying that many
of the kacheguda and surrounding areas
also consist of notorious people. 

Dysfunctional
streetlight throw

many parts in city
into darkness

RASHMI BHUMIREDDY
bhumireddyrashmi@gmail.com
n HYDERABAD

Recently, the members of Akhila
Bharatiya Vidya Parishad (ABVP)
have raised their voices on the rapid
rise of vehicle accidents in the
University of Hyderabad (UoH)
campus.

Speaking to the Pioneer
Correspondent, Bala Krishna,
President of ABVP (UoH) campus
said, “ Due to rains and heavy con-
struction works at various places
in the campus, the roads are

becoming slippery with water
and mud leading to vehic-
ular accidents. During
the previous week,
four students met
with accidents .
Despite raising
our voices, the
officials are not
showing any seri-
ous concern
towards it. Apart
from construction
works, the roads espe-
cially at the main gate of
the campus and the South side of

campus are in bad condition.
They are filled with a lot

of potholes. In regards
to this, the officials

are not bothered
to tackle this
issue.”

Another mem-
ber of ABVP said,
“ Despite the stu-
dents knowing

about the enor-
mous amount of

construction works
going on in the campus,

they are very much concerned

about vehicular accidents which
have been happening due to these
works. With the construction
going on, it requires movement of
heavy vehicles. The construction
vehicles are not following the min-
imum safety precautions in this
regard. As a result many students are
being subjected to these vehicle
accidents. The movement of such
heavy vehicles should be carried out
only during the night as per the reg-
ular traffic norms. We request the
officials to implement some preven-
tive measures as early as possible to
prevent such issues.”

UoH students face frequent vehicle accidents

PNS n HYDERABAD

More than 9,300 employees will
retire from the services in five years
of span in the Telangana State Road
Transport Corporation (TGSRTC)

A TGSRTC source said that, “A
total of 9,342 employees of TGSRTC
would be retiring from the services
in the next 5 years. They all will cross
60 years of age”. 

As of now, the TGSRTC has
around 42,000 regular employees

and 5,000 outsourcing employees.
Till 2019 the retirement age of

employees was 58. But in December
2019, the Telangana State govern-
ment increased the retirement age
from 58 to 60 for state-run transport
corporation employees. There were
also some reports about increasing
the retirement age from 60 to 61. But
the government did not do it.
However, the TGSRTC is planning
to fill those vacancies. 

Meanwhile, A few weeks ago, the

state government gave permission to
fill 3,035 posts in TGSRTC through
various recruitment boards. 

Out of these 3,035 posts, 2,000 dri-
ver posts, 743 workers, 114 Deputy
Superintendent (Mechanic), 84 Deputy
Superintendent (Traffic), 25 Depot
Manager/Assistant Traffic Manager, 23
Assistant Engineer (Civil), 15 Assistant
Mechanical Engineer, 11 Section
Officer (Civil), 7 Medical Officer
(General) and 7 Medical Officer
(Specialist) jobs would be filled.

CHITHALURI REVANTH
n HYDERABAD

Telangana State government
has filed a cheating and forgery
cases against 26 private hospi-
tals on charge of dishonestly
siphoning off Chief Minister
Relief Funds. The hospitals are
in Khammam, Mahabubabad,
Karimnagar, Peddapalli,
Hanumakonda, Nalgonda,
Rangareddy and Hyderabad
districts.

A total of six first information
reports (FIRs) have been filed
against these hospitals on
August 23. The hospitals con-
cerned have allegedly cheated
around Rs 1 lakh. These hospi-
tals allegedly encashed around
more than 1.5 crore money
meant for treatment to people.

A case filed against Global
Multi-Speciality Hospital, Dr
JR Prasad Hospital, Sri Vinayaka
Super Speciality Hospital, Sri Sai
Multi-Speciality Hospital,
Vyshnavi Hospital, Sujatha
Hospital, New Amrutha
Hospital, Orange Hospital,
Megasri Hospital, Sri Srikara

Multispeciality Hospital in
Khammam district.

Another case filed against Sri
Sanjeevini Hospital,  Siddhartha
Hospital In the Mahabubabad
district and Rohini Medicare
(Pvt) Ltd in Hanamkonda dis-
trict 

A case filed
a g a i n s t
S a p t h a g i r i
Hospital at
Karimnagar dis-
trict, Sri Sai
H o s p i t a l
Maternity hospi-

tals at Peddapalli district.
Another case was filed against

Naveena Multi Specialty

Hospital,  Mahesh Multi
Specialty Hospital, Amma
Hospital, which are all in
Nalgonda district.

A case filed against Aruna
Sree Multi Specialty Hospital
and Sri Krishna Hospital in

Hyderabad dis-
trict 

Another case
was filed
a g a i n s t
H i r a n y a a
Hospital, Delta
H o s p i t a l ,
ADRM Multi

Speciality Hospital, and MMV
Indira Multi Speciality Hospital
in Hyderabad district and Sree

Raksha Hospital, MMS Hospital
and Sri Sai Thirumala Hospital
in Ranga Reddy district.

The complainant said that the
employees and some of the
local persons in collusion with
the hospital administration and
others dishonestly attempted
to siphon off the State
Government funds (Chief
Minister Relief Fund). “The
individuals conspired with the
hospital authorities, created fake
bills for their wrongful gain.
After preparation of the bills, the
same were submitted to the
office of the Hon’ble Chief
Minister of TS for the sanction
of CMRF, and thereby, they
committed forgery and attempt-
ed to cheat the Government”, the
complaint reads. It might be
important to mention here that
a few months back a case was
filed against the former minis-
ter’s office employee in connec-
tion to a chief minister relief
fund cheque fraud.  In March
2024, the Jubilee Hills police
arrested four persons including
an employee from the former
health minister’s office.

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Great AppSec Hackathon 2024 (GAH24),
organized by the Cybersecurity Centre of
Excellence (CCoE), a joint effort by the Data
Security Council of India (DSCI) and the
Telangana State government, concluded with
huge participation. The event saw over
10,000 participants from 24 states, three union
territories, and 20 countries, all focused on
solving critical application security challenges.

According to the CCoE, Deepali Kewat
from Madhya Pradesh won the first prize of
Rs. 1.25 lakh for her outstanding problem-

solving skills in application security. Touseef
Ahmed from Tamil Nadu secured the second
prize of Rs. 1 lakh for his strategic approach
to complex cybersecurity issues. Other top
winners from across India received prizes
ranging from Rs. 50,000 to Rs. 80,000, with
six participants earning consolation prizes of
Rs. 15,000 and Rs. 10,000.

Special Chief Secretary of Information
Technology Jayesh Ranjan appreciated the
participants, highlighting the hackathon's role
in showcasing the potential of young cyber-
security professionals. CCoE Hyderabad
CEO Sriram Birudavolu added that the win-
ners set a high standard for future profession-
als in the field.

PNS n HYDERABAD

The General Administration Department has
filed a complaint with the Cyber Police in
Saidabad regarding the circulation of a fake
government order (GO) with the number
1109 on Sunday. This fraudulent document
falsely claimed that the case involving
Additional Collector Bhoopal Reddy, who
was recently caught red-handed by the Anti-
Corruption Bureau, has been transferred to
the DG Vigi lance and Enforcement
Department.

In an official media statement, the depart-
ment clarified that no such action has been
taken by the authorities. 

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Excise police have con-
ducted surprise checks at
25  pubs  and bars  in
Hyderabad and Rangareddy
district and conducted drug
tests to the customers on
Saturday night.

The police tested customers
with spot drug kits. Director of
Excise Enforcement
Kamalasan Reddy said that
Director of Excise

Enforcement Kamalasan
Reddy said that drugs are
under control in the pubs as
there was no person was pos-
itive in the drug tests.

In the Rangareddy dis-
trict, the police conducted
drug tests  at  Bird B ox
Restaurant and Bar, Mosh,
Heart Cup Coffee, Clug
Rogue, SS Restaurant and
Bar, 10 Downing street,
Azure Hospitality Restaurant
and Bar, M/s Diners Pavilion

Restaurant and Bar, Movie
Time Cinemas,  Sur ya
Melange and Bistro, Ruch
India ,  Urban Asia  and
Resign Sky Restaurant and
Bar.

The drug tests were con-
ducted at Nicos, Air live, Luft
bar and Kitchen (Elite),
Bythebottle, Club rogue, OKA,
Moon Shine, Aidu and Noho,
Zero40, Levantage, Lord of
drinks and Broadway in the
Hyderabad district.

PNS n HYDERABAD

Hyderabad City Police issue
guidelines for Ganesh idols
installing in Hyderabad start-
ing from September 7 to 17.
The use of loudspeakers will
be strictly regulated, allowing
only two box-type speakers
per pandal.

To ensure peace, tranquil-
ity, and public order during
the festivities, the Hyderabad
City Police has implemented
several regulatory measures.

In an official statement, K
Sreenivasa Reddy,
Commissioner of Police
informed the public, espe-
cially the organizers, that
prior intimation and written
police clearance from the
concerned Divisional
Assistant Commissioners of
Police are mandatory for
installing Ganesh idols in
public places. Each idol
installation requires a sepa-
rate police clearance.

THROUGH MULE ACCOUNTS

TG Cyber Security Bureau
bust Rs 175 crore fraud

Hackathon 2024
successfully

concluded in city

‘TGSRTC 93,000 employees will
retire in coming 5 years’

CMRF CHEQUES SCAM

FIRs filed against 26 private hospitals

Excise police conducts drug
tests at 25 pubs, bars

Police issue
guidelines for
organisers of
Ganesh pandals

GA Department denies
issuance of GO

Savour

Tradition

Panthare Prabhu
Cuisine

By chief Bimba
Nayak

Venue:

Sheraton 

Hyderabad Hotel

Date: August 26

Times 

7 pm to 11 pm

Archaf &

Anika

Conscious Effort

Trunk Show

Venue:
The Quorum

Date: August 30
Times 

10 am to 7 pm

PNS n HYDERABAD

Gandipet Welfare Society
organized a support walk on
Sunday in support of the
Hyderabad Disaster Response
and Assets Monitoring and
Protection Agency
(HYDRA). The Congress
government has brought the
HYDRA system specially for
protecting the ponds and
ponds in Greater Hyderabad
and Secunderabad and
demolishing the illegal con-
structions in them. Three
thousand personnel have
been allocated for this. 

Gandipet Welfare
Society holds walk in
support of HYDRA

A total of six first information reports

(FIRs) have been filed against these

hospitals on  August 23. The hospitals

concerned have allegedly cheated around

Rs 1 lakh. These hospitals allegedly

encashed around more than 1.5 crore

money meant for treatment to people

‘HYDRAA demolishes 18 illegal
structures, reclaims 43.94 acres of land’

H
yderabad Disaster
Response and Assets
Monitoring and

Protection (HYDRAA) is
in full swing to demolish the
encroachments construct-
ed within zones of the lake
bodies in Hyderabad.

The water body activists
fighting for years say it is a
strong first step, They want
the government to come
up with an eco-friendly
forum to involve local resi-
dents and train water bod-
ies, Greater Hyderabad
Municipal Corporation
(GHMC), Hyderabad
Metropolitan Development
Authority (HMDA) to pro-
tect the lakes for future gen-
erations. The HYDRAA
must also appoint an activist
who knows the history of
lakes. Activists have been

fighting for demolition of
encroachments in Telangana
High Court for years now.

The social activists group
known as Team Climate
Congress has represented
lakes such as Cheruvu
meaning lake Thammidi
Kunta, Durgem Cheruvu,
Ramanthapur Cheruvu,
Lalpally lake, Balkapur lake,
Peernancheruvu, etc.   At a
round table conference the
activists elaborated that on
the pretext of beautification,
lakes were destroyed.

Dr Lubna Sarwath, who
organised the conference
began addressing on N
Convention demolition and
opines that with evidence
the N Convention has been
constructed within Full
Tank Level (FTL) of
Thammidi Kunta. 

Activists demand demolition
of all encroachments

According to the CCoE,
Deepali Kewat from
Madhya Pradesh won the
first prize of Rs. 1.25 lakh
for her outstanding
problem-solving skills in
application security



PNS n KHAMMAM

The Department of Railways, which
is laying a new railway trackfrom
Malkangiri in Odisha to
Pandurangapuram in Burgampahad
mandal of erstwhile united Khammam
district via the temple town of
Bhadrachalam in Telangana, will
pick up pace now. The Railways
released Rs 3,591.76 crore for
development of the railway track,
according to.

The break-up of the funds will
be spent for civil engineering

works (Rs 3,061.91
crore), electrical trac-
tion distribution (Rs
342.15 crore), electrical
(general) works (Rs 50.97
crore), track signal and
telecommunications (Rs

136.73 crore).
The objective of the department

of railways is to complete the devel-
opment of the railway track by
2029-30. Design of the railway track
has developed in a unique way. The
total length of the railway track will
be 200.60 km.

All along the length of the railway
track, 301 bridges would be built. Of

t he m ,
264 are

small bridges,
three heavy bridges and 34 major
bridges and 41 RoBs and 76 RuBs.

From Malkangiri in Odisha to
Pandurangapuram, the railway
track passes through 14 stations.
However, a clear picture did not

emerge where these stations are
going to be located.

The officials prepared a detailed
project report to build a bridge on
River Godavari at Bhadrachalam.
There are already two road bridges
on River Godavari. There is a
scope for development of a two-
km-long bridge from
Bhadrachalam to Sarapaka.
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PNS n KHAMMAM

The power consumption in
Khammam and Bhadradri-
Kothagudem districts has gone up
even in rainy season because of
unusually high temperatures
recorded in these two districts.

According to reports, an aver-
age daily consumption of
Khammam district has reached 7
million units on an average from
August 14 to 18 against the daily
allocation of 6.41 million units.

Currently, cotton, paddy, maize,
vegetable crops, papaya, guava and
other horticultural crops are
under cultivation in the district.
The farmers are making prepara-
tions to cultivate chilli crop.

It may be recalled that the dis-
trict experienced floods in the
first week of August. Afterwards,
for the past 20 days, rains have
been lashing the districts, but
there was no let up in daily tem-
peratures. As a result, agricultur-
al power consumption and
domestic power consumption
has increased. The farmers have
been using agricultural pump

sets. In commercial establish-
ments, use of fans, coolers and
air-conditioners has increased.

Last year, the demand for
power has gone up for want of
rains. Unprecedented power
demand of 172.,6 mw was regis-
tered on August 31, 2023.

In spite of having irrigation
projects, the number of agricul-
tural power connections is on the
rise in the two districts. The farm-
ers have been mostly relying on
bore wells and agricultural wells
to sustain agriculture. By virtue of
previous BRS government giving
free power connections to agri-
culture sector, annually the power
connections are on the rise by
3000-3500.

According to the Khammam
Circle Superintending Engineer
of TGSPDCL A Surender, he
said that the power cables have
been fortified. The TGSPDCL is
able to meet any amount of
demand for power. Wherver nec-
essary, the capacity of transform-
ers has been increased. All pre-
cautions have been initiated to
check power disruption.

PNS n WARANGAL

The three-day CPI state coun-
cil held at Hanamkonda elect-
ed Takkallapalli Srinivasa Rao
and N Balamallesh as assistant
secretaries to the state execu-
tive, while the meeting elect-
ed Hanamkonda district secre-
tary KarreBikshapati as invitee
to the state executive.

Disclosing  this to media here
on Sunday, state secretary  of CPI
KunamneniSambasiva Rao said
that Takkallapalli Srinivasa Rao
joined AISF during his student
days and held various positions
in the orgranisation grew step by
step. First, he served as president
of Karnataka AISF and later went
on to become AISF national
president and general secretary.
He represented the country  in

youth festivals held in various
countries and represented the
country in several student and
youth activities. Later, he became
united Warangal district assistant
secretary and later he became
district secretary. He played cru-
cial role in building huge move-
ments in his capacity as CPI dis-
trict secretary. During the past
three decades he built move-

ments to fight people’s issues.
Currently, he is working as CPI
state executive body member
prior to his elevation as assistant
secretary.

Speaking on the occasion,
Takkallapalli Srinivasa Rao
thanked the CPI state council
members and party state and
national leaders for inducting
him as assistant secretary.

He said that he would spare
no effort to strengthen the party
in the days to come. CPI nation-
al secretary Dr K Narayana,
state secretary and Kothagudem
MLA Kunamneni Sambasiva
Rao, state executive members
Palla Venkat Reddy, Pasya
Padma, BagamHemanta Rao,
Kalavena Sankar, Bala Narsimha,
ET Narsimha, VS Bose and oth-
ers took part in the event.

PNS n BHONGIR

Telangana Governor
Jushnudev Varma will visit
Yadagirigutta on Aug 27
morning and visit
Srivenkateswara Swamy tem-
ple at Swarnagiri towards the
evening and proceed to a tour
of undivided Warangal district
later. He would again return to
the district on Aug 29 and visit
the Jain temple at Alair and
also the Someshwara temple
and perform special pujas at
the temple, collector
Hanmanth K Zendage said.
He asked the officials to make
all arrangements for the visit
of the governor.

Later on Aug 29, he is
scheduled to address the dis-
trict officials at collectorate
meeting hall. He is also
scheduled to meet writers,
artist(e)s, VIPs, winners of
national and state awards.

PNS n YEDULAPURAM

Adilabad MLA VedmaBojju
Patel visited RIMS hospital
here on Sunday. He visited
various wards and enquired
from the doctors about med-
ical services being provided
to patients.

He asked RIMS director
Jaisingh Rathod to extend
proper  t reatment  to
patients visiting the RIMS.
He asked the hospital
authorities to supply food
to the patients as per the
prescribed menu.

Youth Congress leader
Sama Rupesh Reddy accom-
panied him on the MLA’s visit
to the RIMS.

PNS n WARANGAL

District Public Relation Officer
(DPRO)  Md Ayub Ali on
Sunday was on Sunday
accused of abusing a woman
colleague, who is an  Assistant
Public Relation Officer
(APRO) in the office.

District Collector Satya
Sharada said, “I have received
a representation from the All
India Ambedkar Yuvajana
Sangam (AIAYS) State General
Secretary T Sandeep that the
Warangal District Public
Relations Officer (DPRO) Md
Ayub Ali allegedly abused

APRO Prema Latha during the
15th August celebration. I have
ordered an inquiry and after
knowing the facts report, I will
take action.”

All India Ambedkar
Yuvajana Sangam (AIAYS)
State General Secretary T
Sandeep demanded that a case
be registered against  Warangal
District Public Relations
Officer  Md Ayub Ali. The
DPRO used filthy language
against his colleague. The inci-
dent came to light on Sunday
when the All India Ambedkar
Yuvajana Sangam (AIAYS)
submitted representation to

the District Collector.
Speaking to the media,

Sandeep stated that Warangal
DPRO allegedly abused APRO
Prema Latha in the presence of
the Revenue Minister
Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy on
August 15 during flag hosting.
He demanded stringent action
against DPRO Ayub Ali. He
appealed to the Collector to do
justice to the woman employ-
ee and demanded that the
Collector order the police to
register a case under the
Scheduled Caste and
Scheduled Tribe (Prevention of
Atrocities) Act.

PNS n BHADRADRI
KOTHAGUDEM

Bhadrachalam ITDA Project
Officer B Rahul said that port
are organised to bring out tal-
ent and skills among various
young sportspersons in the
district and encourage them in
their favorite sports and partic-
ipate at the national level sports.

He inaugurated the archery
competitions organised under
the aegis of District Youth
Sports Department at Paloncha
mini stadium on Sunday. 

Speaking on this occasion,
he said that these games were
organised to celebrate the
birthday of Olympic hockey
player Major Dhyanchand,
which falls on August 29.
Youths participating in these
sports should take inspiration
from Major Dhyanchand and

achieve success in whichever
sport they are interested.  

Apart from studies, youth
must practise every day with
special focus on sports and they
should not rest until they reach

their desired goal. He said that
winning and losing in sports is
natural and should not be dis-
couraged just because of defeat. 

Archery Coach Kalyan,
Athletics Coach Nagender,

Hockey Coach Imam, Tennis
Association Secretary Yugandhar
Reddy, Hockey Association
Secretary Prem Kumar and other
athletes of the district participat-
ed in this programme.

PNS n KHAMMAM

Revenue Minister Ponguleti
Srinivas Reddy will
inaugurate the
Paloncha Press
Club building at
10.30 am on
Monday, accord-
ing to his tour
itinerary circulat-
ed by his camp
office in-charge T
Dayakar Reddy on
Sunday.

Later, the minister will
visit  the family of
council lorPurna in
Kothagudem municipality.

Later, he will visit the fami-
lies of Seetala Ramasangam

in AllipuramKothagudem
of Khammam city.

Afterwards, he will
visit  Kilaru
Ramakrishna fam-
ily in Sahakara
Nagar.

From 4 pm
onwards, he will
d i s t r i b u t e

Katamaiah Safety
Kits among the toddy

tappers at his camp
office in Kusumanchi.

He will interact with the
people, leaders, party activists
and fans till 8 pm.

PNS n SIDDIPET

Medak BJP MP
Raghunandan Rao has
demanded the conduct of
panchayat elections in
Telangana immediately. 

He apprehended that the
flow of funds to the state
from the centre will come to
a grinding halt if the elections
are not held immediately.

Disclosing this to media at
a media conference addressed
by him at the BJP office here
on Sunday, the MP criticized
that the government repre-
sentatives are going to Delhi
ignoring the problems of the
people. The dengue cases
have increased enormously in
the state, the MP observed.
He demanded the Health
Minister Damodar
Rajanarasimha to visit the
government hosptials imme-
diately. 

On HYDRA taking action
on structures built on FTL
zone of water bodies, the
MP said that he would have
no objection if the organiza-
tion takes action against any
encroacher. But, he observed
that the crux of the matter is
being ignored in the name of
HYDRA. 

The panchayats governing
bodies’ term concluded in
Telangana in January. Since
then, the panchayats  are
under the administration of
special officers.

The state government put
off the local body elections
because they are going to
clash with the Lok Sabha
elections.  It  was seven
months since the expiry of
term of governing bodies,
therefore the state govern-
ment has embarked on an
exercise to conduct local
body elections. 

PNS n TORRUR

Six computers were gutted
and several important docu-
ments caught fire in the fire
mishap broke out in the SBI
branch here on Sunday. The
fire mishap was suspected to
be triggered by electric short-
circuit. Since it being a holiday
on Sunday, there were no

employees in the bank. 
The locals noticed thick

fumes coming out from the
bank branch and alerted the
bank officials and the police
about it.  The bank personnel
with the help  of the locals
managed to bring the flames
under control. The police
reached the bank branch and
started investigation. 

PNS n VEMULAWADA

Objective of establishing a
bio-gas power plant at the
cow-shed of Vemulawada
Rajanna temple – to provide
free power to the cow-shed
and to the Area Hospital – is
apparently not feasible to ful-
fill. 

The cow-shed, which hous-
es hundreds of cows and
calves, produces at least 25
tons of cow dung per day. The
quantity is enough to produce
24 KW of electricity through
bio-gas. 

The bio-gas plant was start-
ed one year ago, but it ren-
dered useless due to alleged
negligence of the temple offi-
cials. 

In the plant, cow dung mix-
ing equipment is essential. It
badly required repairs, but
the temple authorities left it
unrepaired. As a result, the
plant became  paralysed for
several days. In fact, equip-

ment  should be sent to Tamil
Nadu to get it repaired, but the
temple authorities are not tak-
ing steps in this direction. The
locals have been demanding
the temple authorities to rec-
tify the technical defect and
make the plant functional. 

In fact, Vemulawada munic-
ipal authorities built the plant
at a cost of Rs 31.60 lakh and
handed it over to the
Vemulawada temple authori-
ties. The plant has an installed
power generation capacity of
24 KW per day. Power gener-
ation has been affected as the
plant developed glitch. 

According to Rajanna tem-
ple DEE Raghunandan, an
important spare part in the
plant needed urgent repairs. It
should get repaired in Tamil
Nadu before fixing it to the
plant. The defective part has
been sent to Tamil Nadu.
There is scope for resuming
power generation at the plant
within a week. 

Power demand goes up in
Khammam, Kothagudem dists

Archery competition organised in Paloncha

Integrated Tribal Development Agency Project Officer B Rahul inaugurating archery competition at
Paloncha on Sunday

Bio-gas plant at Vemulawada
temple need urgent repairs 

Takkallapalli Srinivasa rao elected CPI
state council assistant secretary

Registration of case against

DPRO under SC/ST demanded
PNS n KHAMMAM

In pursuance of diamond
jubilee celebrations of the
Vishwa Hindu Parishad
(VHP), a recitation competi-
tion of rendering Bhagavad
Gita slokas for college and
school students was held at
the local Jalanjaneya Swamy
temple here on Sunday.

Students took part in good
numbers in the competition
with enthusiasm. The VHP
Sanghatan secretary G
venkateswarlu took part in
the event and urged parents
and teachers to make the
students learn the Bhagawad
Gita slokas for the peace to
herald in society.

The students should
understand the message of
Bhagawad Gita and lead a dis-
ciplined life. During the past
60 years, the VHP has been
safeguarding the Sanatana
Dharma in the country, he

said.
He appealed to the Hindus

to unite to overcome the hur-
dles in safeguarding the
Hindu Dharma. The VHP
worked for several years for
building Ram Mandir at
Ayodhya and fulfill the long-
cherished dream of the
Hindus. 

VHP Khammam district
president Bonala
Ramakrishna, secretary
Boddu Krishna, treasurer
Pasumarti Ravi, VHP
women’s wing president K
Nagamani and several
activists of the VHP and
Durga Vahini took part in the
event.

PNS n PEDDAPALLI

The Goddess Nalla pocham-
ma fair was held in
Ramagundam city on Sunday
with pomp and gaiety at the
deity’s temple located a
hillock near the railway sta-
tion. 

Devotees of the deity took
out a rally in the city carry-
ing bonams on their heads.
The rally proceeded via rail-
way station area, Sivaji Nagar,

Bharat Nagar, Akbar Nagar,
Adarsh Nagar, SC colony, ST
colony, Railway Colony
amidst beating of drums. 

The fair was held on a
grand scale under the aegis of
the city corporator Kannuri
Satish Kumar. Thousands of
devotees took part in the fair
along with their family mem-
bers. 

There was heavy crowd
near the temple on the hillock
from the morning to evening. 

Fire mishap destroys six
computers in SBI branch 

VHP conducts contest in rendering
slokas from BHAGVAD GITA

MLA visits
RIMS at
Adilabad

Medak MP demands urgent
holding of panchayat elections 

Goddess Nallapochamma

fair held with gaiety

Minister to inaugurate
Paloncha Press Club today

PNS n RANGAREDDY

Sri Kakatiya School in
Shadnagar town celebrated
Krishnashtami with great
enthusiasm and devotion.
The event was organised
under the direction of prin-
cipal Swathi Reddy, who
emphasised the significance
of Lord Krishna's teachings
and his role as a Jagadguru,
the universal teacher who
imparted the Bhagavad Gita's
wisdom to the world.

The celebrations began
with a special pooja dedicat-
ed to Lord Krishna, followed
by the traditional "Utla" pro-
gram. The school children
charmed the audience with
their delightful perfor-
mances, dressed as Lord
Krishna and Gopikas. Their
colorful costumes and lively
enactments of Lord Krishna’s
leelas (divine pastimes)
added a vibrant touch to the
festivities.

Swathi Reddy, addressing

the gathering, spoke about
the divine role of Lord
Krishna as the eighth incar-
nation of Lord Vishnu. She
highlighted that whenever
there is suffering in creation
and when sin prevails, God
incarnates in various forms
to protect the virtuous and
punish the wicked. Lord
Krishna, she noted, is one of
these Leela incarnations, who
guided the world through his
teachings in the Bhagavad
Gita.

Krishnashtami Celebrations
begin with fervor in Shadnagar

Heart-shaped memorial built for wife
PNS n INAVOLU

In memory of his beloved
wife, a husband built a love
symbol on the grave of his wife
in Kanaparti village of
Inavolumandal of

Hanamkonda district. He fea-
tured image of his wife in the
love symbol.

He was identified as R
Sivaraj, who was married to
Manasa in 2018. But, she died
on August 8 last year due to

viral fever. 
The couple has two daugh-

ters Srihita, 6, and
Meghasrita,4. He said that he
built the memorial to have
everlasting memories of his
spouse.

Governor for
Yadadri on

Aug 27

NEW RAILWAY LINE CONNECTING TELANGANA & ODISHA

Design of the railway track has
developed in a unique way. The
total length of the railway track

will be 200.60 km

Railways releases Rs 3591.76 cr
to speed up works
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A
total of 41 village panchayats in Maharashtra's
Thane district have been declared tuberculosis-
free, officials said on Sunday. Among these

villages, 13 are from Shahapur taluka, 9 from Murbad,
7 from Kalyan, and 6 each from Bhiwandi and
Ambernath. They were declared TB-free under the
Tuberculosis-Free Village Panchayat initiative. Speaking
at a function to mark this achievement, District
Collector Ashok Shingare emphasised the district's
ambitious goal of becoming tuberculosis-free by March
31, 2025. "We made a strong start but only 10 per cent
of the target has been achieved. We must maintain
vigilance to prevent tuberculosis from returning to
these villages," he stated. 

T
he local administration demolished the house of a man
accused of raping a woman in Madhya Pradesh's
Chhindwara district, citing that the structure was

constructed illegally on government land, an official said on
Sunday. The house of the accused, Mohammed Nafees,
was demolished on Saturday, said Additional
Superintendent of Police (ASP) Avdhesh Pratap Singh. The
accused, a resident of Meghdaun village under Chand
police station limits, was arrested for allegedly raping a 34-
year-old woman on August 11, he said. Singh said the
accused had also allegedly circulated objectionable pictures
of the victim on social media and threatened her. Chourai's
sub-divisional magistrate (SDM) Prabhat Mishra said they
had received a complaint that the accused's house was on
government land. 

41 village panchayats in
Thane declared TB-free

Chirag re-elected LJP chief,
pitches for caste census

U
nion minister Chirag Paswan was on Sunday re-elected
as Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas) president for five
years at its national executive meeting here. The decision

was taken unanimously at the meeting, Paswan said. "The
national executive, in its meeting here, has re-elected me for
the next five years," he said. Paswan, the Minister of Food
Processing Industries, said the upcoming assembly elections
in Haryana, Jammu Kashmir and Jharkhand were also
discussed in the meeting. In Jharkhand, the party may
contest the polls either with national alliance partner BJP or
on its own, he said. "We have taken suggestions from the
state units whether they want to contest the elections in
alliance or alone in states where our organisation is strong...
At the national level, we have an alliance with the BJP and we
are a strong coalition partner of the NDA.

Authorities demolish house
of rape accused in MP

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Congress on Sunday took a jibe
at the Centre over its announcement
of the Unified Pension Scheme, say-
ing the 'U' in UPS stands for the Modi
government's "U-turns".

The opposition party also alleged
that the UPS appears to be an attack
on Dalits, tribals and backward class-
es. Taking a dig at the government,
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge said, "The 'U' in UPS stands
for Modi Govt's U turns! Post June 4,
the power of the people has prevailed
over the arrogance of power of the
Prime Minister."

"Rollback in the budget regarding
Long Term Capital Gain/Indexation.
Sending Waqf Bill to JPC. Rollback of
Broadcast Bill. Rollback of Lateral
Entry," he said in a post on X.

"We will keep ensuring accountabil-
ity and protect 140 crore Indians from
this despotic government," the

Congress chief said.
The Congress' media and publici-

ty department head Pawan Khera
alleged that the UPS appears to be an
attack on Dalits, tribals and backward
classes. "In many states, the upper age
limit for government jobs for reserved
category is 40 years. In UPSC, this
limit is 37 years. Under the unified
pension scheme, it is mandatory to
render 25 years of service to get a full
pension," Khera said.

In such a situation, how will
Scheduled Caste, Scheduled Tribe
and Other Backward Classes employ-
ees avail this facility, he asked.

"Now the government should tell
whether it wants to end the upper age
limit facility available to the under-
privileged or wants to deprive them
of full pension?" Khera said on X.

However, Professionals' Congress
chairman Praveen Chakravarty
appeared to strike a divergent note
from his party and said the introduc-
tion of the scheme was "welcome and
prudent". "Pension for govt staff in

India is inherently a tax on the major-
ity poor to pay the elite minority. So,
OPS was reformed to NPS in 2013. But
NPS did not assure a minimum amount
for retired families," Chakravarty said
in a post on X.

"Now, UPS does that UPS = NPS +
Minimum guarantee. This is prudent
& welcome," he said.

Though Chakravarty's X account is
not verified, several top Congress lead-
ers, including Rahul Gandhi, follow it.
The Union Cabinet on Saturday
approved an assured pension of 50 per
cent of salary for those who joined the
service after January 1, 2004, under the
National Pension System (NPS), fulfill-
ing a long-pending demand of govern-
ment employees ahead of assembly
elections in Haryana and Jammu and
Kashmir. Employees opting for the UPS
would be eligible for an assured pen-
sion of 50 per cent of the average basic
pay drawn over the last 12 months
before superannuation for a mini-
mum qualifying service of 25 years.

This pay is to be proportionate for
a lesser service period up to a minimum
of 10 years of service, Information and
Broadcasting Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said.

PNS n NEW DELHI

India and Indonesia have con-
demned the use of terrorist
proxies for cross-border terror-
ism amid Pakistan's support to
terror groups carrying out ter-
rorist activities in Jammu and
Kashmir.

The issue of cross-border
terrorism figured at the sixth
meeting of the India-Indonesia
joint working group
on counter-ter-
rorism that was
held in Jakarta
on Friday.

The two sides
focused on ways
to effectively
combat terror-
ism, including
how to stop the
use of new and
emerging technologies by ter-
rorists, according to the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA).

"India and
Indonesia strongly condemned
terrorism in all its forms and
manifestations and empha-
sised the need for strengthen-

ing interna-
tional coopera-
tion to combat
terrorism in a
comprehen-
sive and sus-
tained man-
ner," it said in

a statement on
Sunday.

The MEA said the two sides
also condemned the "use of
terrorist proxies for cross-bor-
der terrorism."

PNS n JALGAON (MAHARASHTRA)

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday termed
crimes against women an
unpardonable sin, adding the
guilty should not be spared.

Modi’s strong remarks fol-
low protests against the brutal
rape and murder of a 31-year-
old trainee doctor at Kolkata’s
RG Kar Hospital and the sex-
ual abuse of two four-year-old
school girls in Badlapur near
Mumbai.

Speaking at the ‘Lakhpati
Didi Sammelan' in north
Maharashtra's Jalgaon, Modi
said the safety of women
should be a priority.

“The safety of mothers, sis-
ters, and daughters is the coun-
try's priority. I have repeated-
ly raised this issue from the
Red Fort. Be it any state of the
country, I understand the pain
and anger of my sisters and
daughters,” he said.

Modi said that he would tell
every political party and state
government that crime against

women is an unpardonable sin.
Whoever is guilty should not
be spared, he added. “Those
helping the perpetrators of
crimes against women should
not be spared. Be it a hospital,
school, government or police
station, at whatever level neg-
ligence occurs, everyone
should be held accountable.

“The message should go
from top to bottom. This sin is
unpardonable. Governments
will come and go, but protect-
ing life and women's dignity is
a big responsibility of all of us,
both as a society and as a gov-
ernment,” Modi said.

Modi said his government
has done more for women in
the last ten years than all the
previous regimes since
Independence.

“Till 2014, less than Rs 25,000
crore loans were given to
women self-help groups but in
the last 10 years, Rs 9 lakh crore
help was given,” Modi said,
referring to the government's
'Sakhi Mandal' programme.

Modi, who interacted with
Lakhpati Didis at Jalgaon,
released the Rs 2,500 crore
revolving fund benefiting 48
lakh members of 4.3 lakh self-
help groups.

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court is sched-
uled to hear on August 27 the
bail plea of former Aam Aadmi
Party communication in-
charge Vijay Nair in a money
laundering case related to the
alleged Delhi excise policy
scam.

A bench of justices

Hrishikesh Roy and SVN
Bhatti issued a notice to the
Enforcement Directorate on
August 12 on the plea of Nair

while noting that he has been
in custody for two years.

Appearing for Nair, senior
advocates Abhishek Singhvi
and Vikram Chaudhary sub-
mitted before the court on
August 12 that he was arrest-
ed on November 13, 2022, and
he has challenged the trial
court's July 29 order dismiss-
ing his default bail plea.

Crimes against women
unpardonable sin: PM

India, Indonesia resolve to
boost anti-terror cooperation

‘U’ in UPS stands for Modi govt's U-turns

PNS n WASHINGTON

India and the US look forward
to working together and ben-
efiting from each other’s expe-
riences, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh has said, as he
visited a top American naval
surface warfare facility in
Maryland.

Singh is in the US on a four-
day official visit to further
boost the comprehensive glob-
al strategic partnership
between the US and India.

"Visited the Naval Surface

Warfare Centre at Carderock
and witnessed the path-
breaking experiments at the
facility," Singh said in a post
on X.

"India and the US look for-
ward to work together and
benefit from each other’s expe-
riences," he wrote after he vis-
ited the top American naval
facility on Saturday.

Earlier during the visit,
Singh met the US National
Security Advisor Jake Sullivan
and Secretary of Defence Lloyd
Austin.

Austin praised the momen-
tum behind the US-India rela-
tionship during the meeting
with Singh.

He noted the countries'
increased cooperation on a
range of defence issues, includ-
ing efforts to strengthen criti-
cal supply chains and interop-
erability between their mili-
taries.

"We share a vision of a free
and open Indo-Pacific, and our
defence cooperation continues
to grow stronger and stronger,"
Austin said.

India, US look forward to
working together: Rajnath 

The MEA said the two sides also

condemned the "use of terrorist

proxies for cross-border terrorism."

"The two sides exchanged views on

the domestic, regional and global

terrorism threat assessment," it said
Asserts guilty should not be spared

EXCISE POLICY ‘SCAM'

SC to hear Vijay Nair's bail plea tomorrow

Continued from page 1

Narayana congratulated the
Congress government for set-
ting up HYDRAA. The CPI
leader hailed Revanth Reddy
saying that the CM is doing what
the BRS government could not do
for 10 years. Narayana appealed
to the CM and HYDRAA to
demolish the illegal buildings of
former Minister Malla Reddy and
the BRS’s Jangaon MLA, Palla
Rajeshwar Reddy.

Narayana said that movie actor
Akkineni Nagarjuna has become
a big boss to a big boss and that he

had grabbed lake land by creating
fake title deeds. Nagarjuna uttered
cinema dialogues after his N-
Convention was demolished,
Narayana said and asked the gov-
ernment to collect rent for the land
for 10 years. The BRS government
hissed at N-Convention but fell
silent later, he said.

“Nagarjuna may be a good actor
but his activities are cheap. Life does-
n’t mean cinema dialogues. Stop bluff-
ing at least now. Nagarjuna should
apologise to the public if his build-
ing was illegal. Hyderabad is getting
flooded even during light rains due
to encroachments of lakes. 

Continued from page 1

scammed from the Karnataka
ST Development Corporation.

He said the money was sent to
bank accounts in the name of one
of the media houses of Telangana
and steps were taken to see that
the news was not published in the
Telugu media. As part of this
scam the Congress government
is running a high drama by
using the HYDRAA to demolish
buildings to divert attention from
the Valmiki scam, KTR said.
“Telangana Congress leaders
linked to the huge Valmiki scam
in Karnataka! Valmiki

Corporation money was trans-
ferred to nine bank accounts in
Hyderabad. Rs 45 crore was
transferred. Whose accounts are
they? Who is the owner of V6
Business? Why was Rs 45 crore
transferred to this account?
Which are the bars and gold
shops in Hyderabad from where
cash was withdrawn during the
Lok Sabha elections? What is their
relationship with the Congress?
Who is protecting the leaders of
the Telangana Congress even
though there are so many links to
Hyderabad? Rahul Gandhi
should open his mouth about this
scam,” KTR posted on X.

Continued from page 1

He said the CM is threatening
the poor and the middle class
by demolishing their buildings
while allowing the illegal
buildings of bigwigs.

He said that the Congress

was not born after Revanth
Reddy came and that the
Congress has been in existence
for decades. The CM may
have had a feeling that he is a
hero for the last four days after
creating high drama, Eatala
added.

Continued from page 1

He said the CM is engaging
in high drama using
HYDRAA leaving aside the
promises given by his party
during the last Assembly
elections.

Participating in a mem-
bership registration pro-
gramme on Sunday at the
Sangareddy district BJP
office, Maheshwar asked why
the CM did not order arrest
when HYDRAA filed cases
against Congress’s
Khairatabad MLA Danam
Nagender.

“The buildings of one or
two celebrities are being
demolished only to divert
attention. It would be better
if demolitions start with your
party leaders first. Do you
have the guts to demolish all
illegal buildings? There are
allegations that your younger
brother and Minister
Ponguleti have illegal build-
ings. Why were they not
demolished,” he said.

Bid to divert public.. Demolish illegal buildings of Malla Reddy..

Only to deflect public attention..

CM threatening middle class..

Continued from page 1

The tower which will have a
height of 430 feet is also the
pride of Telangana. The con-
struction of this tower will be
completed in 36 to 40 months
and the building will also be
inaugurated by me. It is a great
occasion in history,” the CM

said. The CM said the govern-
ment accords top priority to
education and healthcare and
requested the Hare Krishna
Foundation to provide food in
Osmania, Gandhi, NIMS and
Cancer Hospitals. The govern-
ment will provide the neces-
sary facilities for this great
cause, he added.

Continued from page 1

I will recognise officials who
bring a good name to the
department and I will take
action if you pretend you don't
know,” he said. On Sunday,
Ponguleti held a review meet-
ing with Registrations and

Stamps officials at the
MCHRD. Sub Registrars, DIGs,
Joint DGs, IG, Additional IG
and Stationary Officers attend-
ed the programme.

During the meeting, the
minister lashed out at officials
of the Revenue Department.
He warned that if the perfor-

mance of officials is not good
action will be taken.

A discussion was held in the
meeting on increasing the mar-
ket value of land across the state.
The problems and dues of the
employees were discussed at
length with officials. Some offi-
cials had recently toured various
states to study some issues. The
minister examined the reports
brought by them.

Continued from page 1

The Telugu people have been supporting me
for the last 45 years. The TDP has gained
strength. The party is continuously serving the
public. In this programme, we decided to
strengthen the TTDP. We have abolished the
ad hoc committees and will form new com-
mittees. We will conduct an online member-
ship registration and will give priority to youth.
I have two responsibilities. Strengthening the
party in Telangana and doing justice to the peo-
ple of AP who elected me to end demonic rule
and bring back welfare rule. Henceforth, I will
come to Telangana every 15 days. All your opin-
ions will be taken. 

Continued from page 1

The government is conspiring against Palla to
trouble him psychologically, politically and
financially. The Congress government is enact-
ing dramas in the name of HYDRAA without
issuing notices, he said.

Harish asked the Congress government to show
at least an inch of land of Palla Rajeshwar Reddy’s
colleges that belongs to the government. Palla will
give up that land within 24 hours, he said. “Many
people are getting treated at Palla Rajeshwar
Reddy’s medical college. The medical college was
constructed after getting all the required permis-
sions. However, the government is now wilfully
attacking the colleges of Palla Rajeshwar Reddy. 

CM: Govt will not allow.. 

‘I will not forgive if officials..

Chandrababu scraps.. High drama in the name..

Cong's dig after Unified Pension Scheme 



T
he BJP-led NDA gov-
ernment, under Prime
Minister Narendra

Modi, did not implement the
Uniform Civil Code (UCC)
during its previous tenure.
The UCC is a proposed law
that would apply uniformly to
all religious communities on
personal matters like mar-
riage, divorce, inheritance,
and adoption. 
After major ideological mile-
stones such as the abolition of
Article 370 and the construc-
tion of the Ram Temple in
Ayodhya, the UCC became
viewed as the final step in the
BJP and the Sangh's agenda
leading up to the 2024 gener-
al elections.
On Independence Day, from
the Red Fort, PM Modi
emphasized the need for a
secular civil code, arguing that
laws dividing the country
along religious lines should be
abolished. He called the cur-
rent legal framework a “com-
munal civil code” and high-
lighted the importance of
transitioning to a more inclu-
sive and secular version that
aligns with modern societal
values. 
Addressing the nation, he
called on the citizens of India
to engage in debate, insisting

that communal and discrim-
inatory laws have no place in
the country.
From the outset, party and
government sources have
indicated that the BJP aimed
to keep the UCC in public
discourse. This sentiment was
echoed during a Bhopal rally
on June 23, 2023, where PM
Modi suggested that the
implementation of the UCC
might be on the horizon.
Top officials, however,
emphasized that the law
would require extensive
research and consultation. 
The Sangh Parivar believes
that states can take the initia-
tive to implement the UCC.
Several BJP-ruled states,
including Uttarakhand,
Madhya Pradesh, and
Gujarat, have begun explor-
ing this. Assam’s Chief

Minister, Himanta Biswa
Sarma, confirmed plans to
introduce laws targeting child
marriage and polygamy. He
added that Assam would
adopt and modify the
Uttarakhand model accord-
ing to local needs.
The political landscape sur-
rounding the UCC has been
contentious, and it has already
been implemented in
Uttarakhand as of March this
year, likely influencing subse-
quent elections.
Nevertheless, BJP sources
acknowledge the complexities
surrounding the UCC. Tribal
marital practices, diverse
inheritance laws, and region-
al variations are significant
hurdles. Modi reiterated from
the Red Fort that the Supreme
Court has repeatedly dis-
cussed the need for a UCC,
which many believe would
address the communal nature
of the current civil code.
According to government
sources, however, the UCC
presents far greater challenges
than issues like Article 370 or
triple talaq, as it affects vari-
ous social and cultural groups
across India. The process of
drafting the UCC would
require far-reaching consulta-
tions and deep research.

One BJP functionary noted
that codifying the UCC,
unlike the Indian Penal Code,
would be difficult due to the
cultural diversity among trib-
al groups across regions. The
UCC debate is viewed as a
positive step toward creating
a more uniform legal system,
especially concerning
women's rights.
The Sangh Parivar, too, has
expressed concerns, with the
RSS-affiliated Vanvasi Kalyan
Ashram advocating for the
exclusion of tribal groups
from the UCC. Meanwhile,
the BJP has encouraged these
communities to submit their
concerns to the Law
Commission, urging them
not to be swayed by social
media debates. 
The essence of the UCC, as
explained by PM Modi, is to
have a single law applicable to
all citizens of India, regardless
of religion, caste, or gender, in
matters such as marriage,
divorce, and inheritance. This
is outlined in Article 44 of the
Directive Principles of State
Policy in the Constitution,
which tasks the government
with the responsibility of
implementing such a code.

(The writer is a senior jour-
nalist; views are personal)

O
n August 20, 2024, Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi made a historic visit
to Ukraine, marking a significant moment in the diplomatic relations between
the two nations. This visit came amid ongoing conflict in the region. India and

Ukraine have historically maintained cordial relations, with ties largely focused on
economic cooperation, technical assistance, and cultural exchange. However, the
backdrop of Modi's visit is the prolonged conflict between Ukraine and Russia, which
has led to a significant humanitarian and geopolitical crisis. India has traditionally
adhered to a neutral stance, emphasising dialogue and diplomacy. Modi's visit under-
scores a nuanced shift in India's approach, highlighting a deeper engagement with
Ukraine amidst the ongoing conflict. Only a month before PM Modi had visited Russia
much to the chargin of Kyiv. But his Ukraine visit in a way establishes India’s neu-
tral stance, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has offered to help bring peace to Ukraine

in a meeting with Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky. He also asked the Ukrainian President to
sit down and talk to end the conflct. This is first ever
visit of an Indian prime minister to Ukraine after two
two countries established diplomatic relations in
1992. 
The primary objectives of Modi's visit were multi-
faceted. : Modi aimed to bolster economic and strate-
gic ties with Ukraine. Both countries have been explor-
ing opportunities for collaboration in sectors such
as technology, defense, and infrastructure. India has
expressed support for Ukraine's sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity. Modi's visit included discussions on

increasing humanitarian aid and rebuilding efforts in conflict-affected areas. Modi's
presence in Ukraine served as a diplomatic gesture, reinforcing India's commitment
to supporting peace and stability in Eastern Europe. This visit was also seen as a
way to engage more actively in global diplomatic forums concerning the Ukraine cri-
sis. During his visit, discussions focused on several key areas. Agreements were
reached to enhance trade and investment, with India offering to share expertise in
technology and infrastructure development.India pledged additional support for human-
itarian efforts, including medical aid and assistance for displaced persons. Both nations
agreed to increase strategic dialogues to address mutual concerns and foster clos-
er cooperation in various international platforms.Modi's visit to Ukraine is a clear indi-
cator of India's evolving foreign policy strategy. While maintaining its traditional stance
of non-interference, India is positioning itself as a more proactive player in global
diplomacy, particularly in regions affected by conflict. This visit also reflects India's
broader ambition to balance its relations between major global powers and region-
al conflicts. Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit reflects a deeper engagement of
India in global affairs, an attempt to counter China’s growing influence. 

Peace mission

sports coaching and preparation). Also,
focus on many sports, not just cricket. 
Will it help to give more comfort to ath-
letes - players by having more (%) of
women coaches - staff - administrators
- boards for women players and men -
staff coaches etc. for male players?
Medical and sports experts must decide
so.
Last but not the least, there must be no
political interference in the sports.
This is one reason Indian sportspersons
are unable to perform their best. Besides
biased selection of sportspersons for
mega events is often controversial
which hampers the growth of healthy
competition amongst the sportspersons
and inculcates a wrong culture of nepo-
tism and favouritims, If we can manage
that, India can shine in Olympics
PV Srinivas Sreelekha |Secunderabad

THW IMPORTANCE OF STAMPING
Madam — The Indian Stamp Act, 1899
deals with stamping of various agree-
ments/ documents in India. Stamping
of agreements and documents is desir-

able as it ensures legality and validity,
enforceability and admissibility in court
since such agreements can be registered
under the Indian Registration Act,
1908. Now the question is, what is effect
on enforceability of a document in the
court, if it is either unstamped or is
under-stamped. This involves three
Act viz. Indian Contract Act, Indian
Stamp Act and Indian Registration
Act. As per Indian Contract Act, while
making an agreement on a non-stamp
paper, there are certain legal aspects that
need to be complied with. Section 10 of
the Indian Contract Act, 1872, outlines
the essential elements that make an
agreement a legally enforceable contract. 
It is to be remembered that proper
stamping ensures the validity and
enforceability of documents in legal pro-
ceedings. The correct information
regarding this must be given to the pub-
lic so everyone can comply.

Jayanthy Subramaniam | Mumbai

DON’T MAKE PATIENTS SUFFER
Madam — I support the movement
against the criminal or criminals who
killed the trainee doctor at the R.G. Kar
Medical College and Hospital in
Kolkata, but I cannot support the cease-
work by the doctors. I fail to understand
why innocent patients are made to suf-
fer to the extreme. The pictures of
untreated patients in pain have raised
many questions. Why should they bear
the burnt of the strike? What is their
fault? 
Earlier, while passing directions to the
CBI and the State of West Bengal, the
Supreme Court only appealed to the
striking doctors to resume work. But it
cut no ice. On Thursday, the apex court
again nudged the striking doctors to
resume work for the sake of the patients.
But the status quo is still being main-
tained. Are the poor patients simply
pawns in the tussle? 
The doctors can continue their protests
even after resuming work. The Supreme
Court says that no coercive action
shall be taken against the doctors as long
as the protests are peaceful. Given the
patients are made to suffer from vio-
lence within, the protests can no longer
be termed as peaceful. 

Sujit De| Kolkata

START PREPARING FOR NEXT OLYMPICS
Madam— All other nations have start-
ed preparation for the next Olympics,
international sports events with renewed
vigour. India is still in blame-game,
scapegoat, harm, negative network,
interference, discourage, devilish activ-
ities. Issuing discouraging statements in
the media on how many crores ? spent
on Paris Olympics-2024 preparation for
months. Sports win depends on "luck of
the day" is well known. 
First and foremost, India must shed it's
third world mind set. Replace negative
devilish qualities - discouraging - harm-
ful tendencies with encouragement,
scientific happy development manage-
ment and latest technology usage (for
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Workers load heaps of straw on an autorickshaw, in Bardhaman, PTI LETTERS TO TTHE EDITOR

Prime Minister Modi's Visit to Ukraine is as much about

peace as it is to establish India as a neutral country

of a pattern where military
engagements, often initiated
under the guise of ideological
battles, served to bolster the
defence industry. The Vietnam
War (1955-1975) further
exemplified this, as it became
one of the most prolonged and
controversial conflicts in
American history. The war
generated vast profits for
defence contractors but at the
cost of immense human suf-
fering and domestic turmoil.
The Cold War Era: Sustained
Conflict and Profiteering.
Throughout the Cold War, the
U.S. participated in numerous
proxy wars and military inter-
ventions, from Latin America
to the Middle East. The Cuban
Missile Crisis, the Bay of Pigs
invasion, and the support for
anti-communist regimes
across the globe underscored
America's commitment to
combating Soviet influence.
Each conflict provided a pre-
text for increased military
spending and innovation in
weapons technology, ensuring
continued profits for the
defence industry.
One of the most significant
developments during this
period was the arms race,
characterized by the rapid
development and stockpiling
of nuclear weapons. The doc-
trine of mutually assured
destruction (MAD) necessitat-
ed a continuous enhancement
of the U.S. nuclear arsenal,
benefiting companies involved

in nuclear weapons produc-
tion. 
This period also saw advance-
ments in missile technology,
stealth aircraft, and other
sophisticated weaponry, all
funded by the American tax-
payer.The end of the Cold War
did not diminish the influence
of the military-industrial com-
plex. Instead, new threats
emerged, and the complex
adapted accordingly. 
The Gulf War (1990-1991)
showcased America's techno-
logical military prowess and
reaffirmed the country's com-
mitment to protecting its
interests in the oil-rich Middle
East. Defence contractors
reaped substantial profits from
the war, supplying everything
from precision-guided muni-
tions to advanced combat sys-
tems. 
The attacks on September 11,
2001, marked the beginning of
the War on Terror, a pro-
longed conflict that further
solidified the military-indus-
trial complex's grip on
American foreign policy. 
The invasions of Afghanistan
and Iraq resulted in a dramat-
ic surge in defence spending,
with companies like
Halliburton and Blackwater
(now Academi) securing
lucrative contracts for recon-
struction and security ser-
vices. 
In recent years, the military-
industrial complex has contin-
ued to thrive, driven by ongo-

ing conflicts in the Middle
East, rising tensions with
Russia and China, and the
global war on terrorism. 
The U.S. defence budget
remains the largest in the
world, with substantial funds
allocated to developing next-
generation weapons systems
and maintaining a vast net-
work of military bases. The
recent assassination of Ismail
Haniyeh, former Prime
Minister of Palestine and head
of Hamas, by Israel in Iran,
with American support,
underscores the enduring
influence of the military-
industrial complex. This act,
and the subsequent American
military buildup in the region,
exemplifies how geopolitical
manoeuvres often serve dual
purposes: advancing strategic
interests and ensuring contin-
ued profits for the defence
industry. As Eisenhower
warned, "In the councils of
government, we must guard
against the acquisition of
unwarranted influence,
whether sought or unsought,
by the military-industrial
complex." This cautionary
message remains as relevant
today as it was over six
decades ago, reminding us of
the intricate and often perilous
relationship between war, pol-
itics, and profit.
(The writer is an assistant
professor at Pondicherry
University; views are personal)

The US military inc:
Profiting from war

T
he American military-
industrial complex, a
term popularized by
President Dwight D.
Eisenhower in his

farewell address in 1961, refers to
the synergistic relationship
between a nation's armed forces,
its defence industry, and its polit-
ical establishment. This complex
has played a pivotal role in shap-
ing U.S. foreign policy and mil-
itary strategy, leading to extensive
global influence and numerous
conflicts over the past century.
While wars undoubtedly bring
immense destruction and suffer-
ing, they have also generated sub-
stantial profits for certain
American entities, fueling a cycle
of conflict and economic gain.
The roots of the American mil-
itary-industrial complex can be
traced back to World War II. 
The massive mobilization of
resources for the war effort trans-
formed the U.S. into a leading
military power, with a robust
defence industry emerging to
meet the demands of the global
conflict. Companies like Boeing,
Lockheed Martin, and General
Dynamics became integral to the
war effort, producing aircraft,
ships, and weapons on an
unprecedented scale.Post-World
War II, the geopolitical landscape
underwent significant changes.
The Cold War between the
United States and the Soviet
Union necessitated a perpetual
state of military readiness, lead-
ing to sustained government
investment in defence. This peri-
od saw the establishment of a
permanent arms industry and the
proliferation of defence contrac-
tors, further entrenching the
military-industrial complex in
the American economy and pol-
itics. 
The U.S. emerged as a superpow-
er with global responsibilities and
interests, often justified by the
need to contain communism.
This new role required maintain-
ing and expanding military bases
worldwide, ensuring a constant
state of preparedness.The Korean
War (1950-1953) was one of the
first significant conflicts of the
Cold War era, where the U.S.
engaged militarily to curb the
spread of communism in Asia.
This war marked the beginning

Urban flooding must be checked

THE GULF WAR

(1990-1991)

SHOWCASED

AMERICA'S

TECHNOLOGICAL

MILITARY PROWESS

AND REAFFIRMED

THE COUNTRY'S

COMMITMENT TO

PROTECTING ITS

INTERESTS IN THE

OIL-RICH MIDDLE

EAST

Uniform Civil Code: A step

towards a secular legal system

A
propos article, "Monsoon mayhem: Tackling
urban flooding", published on August 23,
this is my response. The global surge in

urban flooding has brought a daunting challenge
for cities worldwide, necessitating urgent atten-
tion to tackle this issue through meticulous
urban planning and innovative infrastructure
design. It is not only the event of flooding, but
the secondary effects of exposure to infection
that have a toll on human life, livelihood, and
property. The impact of urban flooding is wide-

spread, including temporary relocation of peo-
ple, damage to civic amenities, deterioration of
water quality, and risk of epidemics. It was most-
ly stated that the areas lying in the flood plains
are prone to floods, but urban floods have
changed this notion. 
Urban flooding disrupts the normal working of
the city by damaging water supply, sewerage,
power transmission lines, communication,
transportation and infrastructure. Sustainable
solutions, such as green infrastructure, geospa-
tial technology, flood governance, stormwater
management, and collaboration and awareness,
are needed to tackle the menace of urban flood-
ing. A thorough knowledge and understanding
of the causes and effects of flood impacts and
the adoption and development of measures to
mitigate these impacts must be part of a com-
prehensive urban development plan.

Ranganathan sivakumar | Chennai

SANTHOSH MATHEW

RAJESH KUMAR
SINGH

PM Modi, reignites the debate on the Uniform Civil Code calling for a

law that would apply equally to all citizens, regardless of religion

The American military-industrial complex, coined by President Eisenhower in 1961,

has shaped US foreign policy and military strategy while perpetuating global conflicts
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THE DIGITAL AGE
OFFERS 

IMMENSE
OPPORTUNITIES

FOR WOMEN, 
BUT IT 
ALSO 

PRESENTS
SIGNIFICANT

RISKS.
PROTECTING

WOMEN’S 
RIGHTS 
ONLINE

REQUIRES
A CONCERTED

EFFORT 
FROM ALL

STAKEHOLDERS

G
od is often perceived as invisible, impartial & incomprehensible.
Some imagine Him as a distant figure, high in the clouds, old &
angry, hurling thunderbolts at us for our oversight in following His

commandments. While many view God merely as a cosmic order sup-
plier, providing for our sustenance & working out our desires behind the
screens. Cultural understandings about God create a vivid but confused
picture, leading many in the current generation to turn to spirituality with-
out engaging in traditional religion. 
The term "religion" itself, derived from the Latin "re-ligare," means recon-
nection with the Supreme Lord. However, common conceptions of God—
as an empty vacuum, an outburst of floodlight, or an angry old man—
do not suggest any possibility of a relationship with God. 
The ancient wisdom of yoga forms the basis of spiritual science—the
Bhagavad Gita as recorded 120 million years back imparted by the
Supreme Lord Krsna to the sun deity—Vivasvan (BG 4.01). Therein lord
emphatically states his position ("aham sarvaysa prabhava") He is
omnipresent, ("mayadhyaksena prakriti") the entire universe functions
under his supervision, ("Upadrsta anumanta ca") He is manifest as the
guardian spirit in everyone's heart—as the Paramatma, (“brmhano hi
pratistaham”) He is the source of the spiritual effulgence, ("tani aham
veda sarvani”) He is omniscient, as he reiterates the same message to
Arjuna 5000 years back, that he imparted to Vivasvan 120 million years
ago. Furthermore, Krsna informs Arjuna about the secret of his appear-
ance (”janma karma ca me divyam”) from the spiritual world to reclaim

the seekers & whoever learns about it & strives to perfect their lives.
Such profound wisdom makes us aware of God's greatness not mere-
ly as a concept or an infirm old man retired from the scene of creation.
Rather a God who works diligently in the background & also frequent-
ly tours to his creation beaconing every individual to rekindle spiritual
wisdom. To instil faith in his devotees, Lord Krishna descended on
Janmashtami in the prison cell of His uncle Kamsa. Kamsa imprisoned
his sister Devaki & brother-in-law Vasudeva due to an ominous mysti-
cal prediction that declared that the 8th son of Devaki would end his evil
attitude. Thus fearful of his death, Kamsa instantly arrested his newly-
wed sister & brother-in-law. Kamsa represents the atheistic mindset that
abuses power to dominate & replace Godliness in society. 
One of the central purposes of Krsna's descent is to discipline such athe-
ists who have removed God from the equation (BG 4.07). He disciplined
Kamsa and subsequently helped Arjuna neutralize the egomaniac prince
Duryodhan, who had usurped the kingdom from the righteous
Pandavas. Lord Krishna’s greatness is revealed in His purpose to bring
order to society by establishing the virtues of Godliness. The ancient
‘yoga of bhakti’ reveals the sweetest & most refined means to connect
with God i.e. through love. 
Vrindavan is where He manifests His eternal pastimes—beckoning every
seeker—an invitation to the spiritual world. The same Lord Krsna who
revealed his Virat-rupa the gigantic universal form to Arjuna enacted as
a helpless child (in Vrindavan) tearful & fearful when mother Yasoda chased
& bound him by the rope due to His childhood mischief. The same Lord
Krsna who lifted Govardhan hill with the tip of His finger, (in Vrindavan)
failed to defeat his friends in the tug-of-war games. By Celebrating
Janmashtami, devotees reaffirm their faith, deepen their spiritual con-
nection, and draw inspiration from the life and teachings of Lord Krishna.
It is a reminder of the presence of divinity in our lives and the eternal
principles of dharma that guide us towards righteousness and spiritual
fulfilment. Let us celebrate Janmashtami not just as a ritual, but as an
opportunity to connect to the supreme Lord Krishna spiritually. 

(The author is the Spiritual Guru of the International Society for
Krishna Consciousness; views expressed are personal)

FIRSTCOLUMN
LIVE IN THE PRESENT

MOMENT, IT MATTERS MOST

L
ogistics and supply chain
management are crucial
foundations of the Indian

economy, guaranteeing the
effective movement of prod-
ucts, services, and individuals
throughout the nation. The
Indian government has effec-
tively reduced the logistics
GDP from 14% to around
7.8% to 8.9% through the
implementation of programs
such as Bharat Mala,
Sagarmala, and PM Gati
Shakti schemes. 
The recent triumph of
Chandrayan-3 holds the
potential to greatly augment
the capabilities of Indian space
technology. The successful
mission has enhanced the
existing capabilities of space
technology, such as satellite
navigation systems, remote

sensing, satellite communica-
tion, and web geographic
information systems (GIS).
The Global Positioning System
(GPS) is a satellite-based radio
navigation system used to
communicate worldwide geo-
graphic location data. The
Indian Regional Navigation
Satellite System (IRNSS) has
created its own regional satel-
lite navigation system called
NavIC (Navigation with
Indian Constellation). NavIC
is designed to offer accurate
location data for both domes-
tic and regional purposes. The
constellation of seven satellites
provides dependable position-
ing services not just within
India but also to a substantial
area spanning 1500 km outside
its borders. 
GPS technology can be used to

trace recent wars between
global countries or state
boundaries that involve rivers,
mountain ranges, and oceans.
Surveyors employ the accura-
cy of absolute positions to cre-
ate maps and establish proper-
ty borders. 
It is possible to determine the
optimal locations for facilities,
allocate resources, establish
warehouses, and identify suit-
able sites for multi-modal
logistic parks and special eco-
nomic zones. Telematics is a
technology that combines GPS
technology with computers
and mobile communications
networks to provide improved
automobile navigation sys-
tems. The Wide Area
Augmentation System
(WAAS) can be utilized to
monitor the movement of ves-

sels and containers, providing
information on their velocity,
speed, direction, and posi-
tion. This technology will sig-
nificantly benefit the port and
logistics industries. The subject
of focus for worldwide govern-
ments in recent years is intel-
ligent transportation systems
for urban traffic management.
The extensive utilization of
GPS technology in automo-
biles presents a tremendous
prospect to transform traffic
management. Thousands of
vehicles are sending real-time
data from urban roads, includ-
ing latitude, longitude, speed,
and other pertinent metrics. 
The dynamic information can
be utilized to facilitate various
research and applications in
Intelligent Transportation
Systems, resulting in improved

traffic flow, reduced conges-
tion, and strengthened safety
procedures. Satellite-derived
data can be used to exchange
information between airport
planners and managers and
their counterparts at other
agencies to expediate infra-
structure development and
urban planning activities in
their respective regions.
Remote sensing can be applied
to evaluate the impact of land-
scape patterns, land use types,
and increasing urban temper-

atures on urban thermal envi-
ronments. 
This technology can assist
army and police departments
in tracking and tracing activ-
ities. Incorporate Unmanned
Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) into
satellite systems for opera-
tions that go beyond the visu-
al line of sight (BVLOS), such
as covering terrestrial range
and providing assistance in
areas affected by natural disas-
ters or prone to interruptions.
Space Internet is a telecommu-
nications service that utilizes
satellites positioned in geosta-
tionary orbit, namely at a
height of 35,786 kilometers
above the Earth's surface. 
Unlike the constraints
imposed by fiber-optic cables
or wireless networks, these
satellites in space possess the

capacity to surmount obsta-
cles. Developed nations are uti-
lizing space-based internet to
acquire airborne laser scan-
ning (ALS) data for the pur-
pose of reconstructing railway
overhead lines, hence provid-
ing reliable and secure trans-
portation services. The imple-
mentation of satellite-based
internet is essential for provid-
ing connectivity to remote
places characterized by diffi-
cult topography, such as the
Himalayas and isolated regions
in the north-east. The integra-
tion of space technology into
logistics and supply chain
management offers India a
pathway to achieving its vision
of Atmanirbhar Bharat. By
leveraging advancements in
satellite navigation, remote
sensing, satellite communica-

tion, and space internet, India
can increase the efficiency,
reliability, and resilience of its
logistics networks. Space tech-
nology, including satellite com-
munication, GPS and remote
sensing, revolutionizes logistics
by enhancing real-time track-
ing, optimizing routes, fore-
casting the weather to mitigate
risks, and improving invento-
ry management.  Additionally,
space tech enables global com-
munication networks for
seamless coordination and
facilitates advanced geospatial
analysis for supply chain man-
agement, enhancing adept-
ness and reducing costs across
industries. 

(Prof Tiwari is Director, IIM
Mumbai and Dr Rofin is fac-
ulty IIM Mumbai, views are

personal)

Space-tech to improve logistics and supply chain management in indian scenario

Understanding and managing stress

effectively is essential for a healthier life

RADHANATH SWAMI  MAHARAJ

With threats ranging from deepfake exploitation to harassment on gaming
platforms there is urgent need to safeguard women's rights online

RENNIE JOYY

Securing the women
dignitiy on the internet

pornography without the victims'
consent. This form of cyber harass-
ment is particularly devastating, as
it not only violates the victim's pri-
vacy but also damages their repu-
tation, leading to severe emotion-
al and psychological trauma.In
2020, India saw a surge in deep-
fake-related crimes, with several
women finding themselves target-
ed by fake explicit videos circulat-
ed on social media. The difficul-
ty in proving the falsity of these
videos adds another layer of com-
plexity, leaving victims with lim-
ited avenues for legal recourse.
Although Sections 66E and 67A of
the Information Technology Act,
of 2000 cover the transmission of
obscene material and violations of
privacy, the law is still catching up
with the rapid advancements in
deepfake technology, and enforce-
ment remains a significant chal-
lenge.
Harassment on online gaming
platforms:Another concerning
trend is the rise of cyber harass-
ment on online gaming platforms.
These platforms, often perceived
as spaces for entertainment and
community, have increasingly
become hotbeds for toxic behav-
iour and online abuse. In many
instances, female gamers are sub-
jected to sexual harassment,
including rape threats and abusive
language, often from anonymous
players.In India, while the gaming
community is growing rapidly,
there is a lack of specific laws
addressing online harassment
within these platforms. This gap in
regulation means that many
women are left vulnerable to abuse,
with little recourse for protection
or justice. 
The National Commission for
Women (NCW) has acknowl-
edged the issue, but more compre-
hensive policies and industry stan-
dards are needed to tackle this
emerging threat.Role of tech com-
panies and gaming platformsTech

companies, including social media
platforms and gaming companies,
bear a significant responsibility in
protecting users from online abuse.
While major social media plat-
forms have implemented policies
against harassment, their enforce-
ment is often inconsistent, allow-
ing harmful content to prolifer-
ate.The Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules,
2021, introduced by the Indian
government, aims to hold these
platforms more accountable by
urging them to remove unlawful
content and safeguard user priva-
cy. However, the efficacy of these
guidelines is still in question, as the
sheer volume of content and the
evolving nature of cyber threats
present significant challenges.
Online gaming platforms, in par-
ticular, need to adopt stricter
community guidelines and report-
ing mechanisms to prevent harass-
ment and abuse. Developers and
platform operators must prioritise
user safety, implementing robust
systems to detect and respond to
incidents of online harassment
effectively.
Empowering women
digitallyEmpowering women to
protect themselves online is cru-
cial in combating cyber harass-
ment. Digital literacy programs
that teach women how to safe-
guard their privacy, recognise and
report abuse, and navigate online
spaces safely are essential. 
Initiatives like Cyber Saathi and
She:ThePeople are making strides
in this area, providing resources
and education to women across
India. Support networks and
helplines also play a critical role.
The National Commission for
Women (NCW) has launched sev-
eral initiatives, including a 24/7
helpline, to assist women facing
online abuse. However, ensuring
these resources are accessible to all
women, including those in rural

and remote areas, remains a chal-
lenge.
Global collaboration and com-
munity initiatives:Addressing
cyber harassment requires interna-
tional collaboration, as online
abuse often transcends national
borders. India’s participation in
global dialogues on cybercrime is
crucial, but more robust cooper-
ation with other countries and
international organisations is need-
ed to effectively combat cross-bor-
der cyber harassment.
Community-based initiatives are
also vital. Movements like #MeToo
and #GirlsAtDhabas have demon-
strated the power of collective
action in raising awareness and
advocating for change. Localised
efforts, such as workshops, com-
munity discussions, and advocacy
campaigns, can help create safer
digital spaces for women.
Looking ahead: The digital age
offers immense opportunities for
women, but it also presents signif-
icant risks. Protecting women’s
rights online requires a concerted
effort from all stakeholders—gov-
ernments, tech companies, civil
society, and individuals. 
By addressing the evolving
threats of cyber harassment,
including deepfakes and online
abuse on gaming platforms, we
can create a safer, more inclusive
digital environment that empow-
ers women to fully participate in
all aspects of society.Balancing
the protection of women’s rights
with the preservation of free
speech will be a key challenge in
the years to come. However, by
taking a comprehensive approach
that includes legal reforms, tech
accountability, education, and
community support, we can
make significant strides in pro-
tecting women’s rights in the dig-
ital age.

(The writer is Founder Aalekh
Foundation; views expressed are

personal) 

P
rotecting Women's Rights in the
Digital AgeBy – Dr Rennie Joyy,
Founder of Aalekh Foundation
In the digital age, the internet has
become an indispensable tool for

communication, education, and empow-
erment. However, for many women, it has
also become a dangerous space with cyber
harassment and online abuse rife. In
India, the proliferation of digital platforms
has led to a worrying increase in gender-
based violence online, with recent trends
revealing more insidious forms of harass-
ment that demand urgent attention.India's
legal system has made some progress in
addressing cyber harassment, but there is
still a long way to go. 
The Information Technology Act, of 2000,
alongside the Indian Penal Code (IPC),
provides the legal foundation for prosecut-
ing cybercrimes, including harassment.
However, the enforcement of these laws is
often inconsistent, and the existing provi-
sions do not fully address the nuances of
newer forms of cyber harassment, such as
deepfakes and abuse on gaming plat-
forms.Moreover, the process of reporting
and prosecuting these crimes remains
cumbersome. 
Victims often face significant hurdles,
including a lack of awareness about their
rights, societal stigma, and unresponsive
law enforcement agencies. The borderless
nature of the internet further complicates
matters, as perpetrators can easily evade
legal consequences by operating from dif-
ferent jurisdictions.
The expanding tentacles of cyber harass-
ment: Cyber harassment in India has taken
on new dimensions, with perpetrators
using increasingly sophisticated methods
to target women. Traditional forms of
online abuse—such as stalking, trolling,
and doxxing—remain prevalent. However,
the advent of new technologies has intro-
duced more dangerous threats, including
the use of deepfake technology.
Deepfakes are hyper-realistic, digitally
manipulated videos or images that can
make it appear as though a person is say-
ing or doing something they never did. In
recent times, this technology has been
weaponised against women, with perpe-
trators creating and sharing deepfake

As the country makes strides in space exploration, these technologies will play a critical role in economic growth writes Prof Manoj K Tiwari and Dr Rofin T M



S
tate-owned REC Ltd on Sunday said it has inked an
initial pact to provide up to Rs 45,000 crore financing
to various Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority (JNPA)

projects. REC Ltd, under the Ministry of Power and a leading
non-banking financial company (NBFC), signed an MoU with
Jawaharlal Nehru Port Authority (JNPA) for financing up to
Rs 45,000 crore for various upcoming JNPA projects,
includingdevelopment of Vadhavan Port, a company
statement said. REC Executive Director Rahul Dwivedi signed
the MoU with JNPA Chairman Unmesh Sharad Wagh. The
MoU was signed in the presence of Union Minister for Ports,
Shipping and Waterways Sarbananda Sonowal. This MoU is
to establish a framework for cooperation between JNPA and
REC, whereby JNPA implements projects in the
infrastructure sector of its expertise and REC shall provide
the required funds, the statement said.

REC to provide Rs 45,000 cr
finance to JNPA

I
ndiGo will be soon introducing the gender-neutral option
of honorific 'Mx' for passengers at the time of booking
tickets, as part of larger efforts to boost inclusivity.

Besides, the country's largest carrier, which has a domestic
market share of 62 per cent, aims to increase by two-fold the
number of individuals with disabilities employed by it. The
airline will be introducing the 'Mx' option at the time of
booking for passengers and that will provide a choice for
transgenders who do not want to identify themselves, Sukhjit
S Pasricha, Group Chief Human Resources Officer at IndiGo,
told PTI. Currently, 'male' and 'female' are the options
available on the airline's website during the booking process.
Air India Express and Vistara already offer the 'Mx' option for
passengers at the time of booking tickets.  Pasricha said
IndiGo has implemented various initiatives for the LGBTQ+
community, including employee referral programmes
specifically designed to encourage hiring of LGBTQ+
individuals. "This has strengthened candidate mobilisation
through internal resources and fostered a more inclusive
environment for LGBTQ+ employees... we partner with
agencies specializing in LGBTQ+ recruitment," he said.

IndiGo to introduce ‘Mx'
option for passengers

S
uraksha Group has infused Rs 250 crore in Jaypee
Infratech after acquiring it through insolvency process
and has also arranged a Rs 3,000 crore loan facility, as

it gears up to complete around 20,000 unfinished flats in Delhi
NCR. Around Rs 1,000 crore cash is lying in the balance sheet
of the Jaypee Infratech Ltd, which the bankrupt company has
accumulated from real estate business and toll income of
Yamuna Expressway that connects Greater Noida and Agra.
According to sources, Suraksha Group has infused Rs 250
crore in Jaypee Infratech Ltd (JIL) as equity and debt after
taking control of the latter in early June. JIL currently has Rs
1,250 crore fund, including Rs 1,000 crore internal cash and
Rs 250 crore infusion from Suraksha group. That apart,
Suraksha Group has also arranged a credit line of Rs 3,000
crore to ensure that there is no paucity of funds for completion
of all stalled projects, they added. Sources said the Suraksha
Group will require Rs 6,500-7,000 crore investment to
complete nearly 160 residential towers across various projects.
Out of these towers, the construction work was going on in
only 62 towers before the takeover of Suraksha Group, while
activities on the remaining 97 towers were completely stalled.

Suraksha Group puts 
Rs 250 cr in Jaypee Infratech
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Money
IN BR I E F

PNS n NEW DELHI

After two acquisitions this year,
India's second-largest IT ser-
vices company Infosys is on the
lookout to scoop-up more firms
and says the acquisition match-
ing scale of recent in-tech buy
is certainly a possibility.

In an interview to PTI,
Infosys CEO Salil Parekh said
the company is keen on acqui-
sitions in areas like data analyt-
ics, SAAS, and may look at
some geographies within
Europe, and the US.

Asked if more acquisitions
could be of the scale matching
in-tech, which came with a
price-tag of 450 million euros,
Parekh said, "Absolutely, I think
those would be the size that we
will look at in terms of scale,
and given our structure we

could do a few of those."
Back in January, Infosys

announced a definitive agree-
ment to acquire 100 per cent of
the equity share capital in
InSemi Technology Services, a
semiconductor design services
company headquartered in
India, for a consideration
(including earn-outs, and man-
agement incentives and reten-
tion bonuses) totalling up to Rs
280 crore.

PNS n NEW DELHI

State-owned Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation (ONGC) on
Sunday said it has opened
another well on its flagship
deep-sea project in the Krishna
Godavari basin in the Bay of
Bengal, which will help aug-
ment production of crude oil
and natural gas.

In January this year, ONGC
started producing oil, convert-
ed into fuels like petrol and

diesel in refineries, from the
KG-DWN-98/2 or KG-D5
block.

"On August 24, 2024, ONGC
marked a significant milestone
by starting production from its
fifth oil well in the Block KG-
DWN-98/2 Cluster-2 asset,"
the firm said in a stock exchange
filing on Sunday.

"Leveraging the floating pro-
duction, storage, and offloading
(FPSO) vessel, ONGC has
begun transporting and sale of

associated gas, all the while
underscoring its commitment
to achieving zero gas flaring."

It, however, did not state
how much the new well was
producing. With this, ONGC
also successfully commissioned
its gas export line from the off-
shore-to-onshore terminal.

"Earlier in January, oil pro-
duction commenced from the
same asset, with 4 of 13 wells
already flowing. Gas production
is also advancing, with 3 of 7

wells online," it added.
The block, which sits next to

Reliance Industries' KG-D6
block in the KG basin, has a
number of discoveries that have
been clubbed into clusters.

Located 35 kilometres off
the coast of Andhra Pradesh in
water depths ranging from 300-
3,200 metres, the discoveries in
the block are divided into
Cluster-1, 2 and 3. Cluster 
2 is being put to production
first.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Senior officials of India and
Australia are expected to hold
their next round of talks for a
compressive free trade agree-
ment in November here, the
commerce ministry said on
Sunday.

The two countries imple-
mented an interim trade agree-
ment in December 2022 and are
now under negotiations to
expand its scope.

It said that the tenth round of
India-Australia CECA (com-
prehensive economic coopera-
tion agreement) negotiations
was held from 19-22 August in
Sydney in the areas of goods, ser-
vices, digital trade, government
procurement, rules of origin
and agri-tech.

Intense discussions were held
on each of these tracks bringing
in clarity and understanding for
convergence in the remaining
provisions, it added.

"The next round of CECA
negotiations is likely to be held
in November," it said in a state-
ment. The Indian delegation
was led by Rajesh Agrawal, the

Chief Negotiator and
Additional Secretary,
Department of Commerce and
the Australian delegation was
led by Ravi Kewalram, the

Chief Negotiator and First
Assistant Secretary in the
Department of Foreign Affairs
and Trade.

"The meeting saw intensive
discussions and negotiations to
narrow down the differences
through better understanding
of each other's proposals and
the way to bring in conver-
gence. Efforts were made by
both the sides keeping in mind
the domestic sensitivities for
reaching a balanced outcome,"
the ministry said.

Further the ministry said
that the Australian side pro-
posed to hold the first meeting
of the India-Australia Agri
Tech Forum (IAATF), a newly
constituted forum by Australia,
in New Delhi on September 23,
with the Indian agricultural

stakeholders including industry,
research institutions and gov-
ernment.

The objective of the meet is
to build on mutually beneficial
relationships by exploring
opportunities for focused activ-
ity around technology transfer
and knowledge sharing in agri-
culture and horticulture sectors.
Australia is an important trad-
ing partner of India in the
Oceania region, with merchan-
dise trade between India and
Australia reaching around USD
24 billion in 2023-24.

India's exports to Australia
last fiscal stood at USD 7.94 bil-
lion, while imports were USD
16.15 billion. The trade between
the two countries has been
hovering at around USD 25 bil-
lion mark since 2021-22.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Four union ministers - Nirmala
Sitharaman, Piyush Goyal, S
Jaishankar and Ashwini
Vaishnaw, will attend the India-
Singapore ministerial meet on
Monday with a view to further
strengthen trade and econom-
ic ties between the two coun-
tries.

The commerce and industry
ministry on Sunday said the
India-Singapore Ministerial
Roundtable (ISMR) is sched-
uled to take place in Singapore
on August 26.

Goyal will engage with lead-
ing global business figures in
Singapore, including DBS
Bank, Temasek Holdings,
OMERS, Keppel Infrastructure,
and the Owners Forum.

The minister will explore
strategies to bolster bilateral
trade and investment, capital-
ising on India's burgeoning
market opportunities and its

dynamic growth trajectory, it
said.

"Commerce and Industry
Piyush Goyal will participate in
the second ISMR along with
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, External Affairs
Minister Subrahmanyam
Jaishankar and Minister for
Railways, Information and
Broadcasting, and Electronics
and Information Technology
Ashwini Vaishnaw," it said.

During their visit, the min-
isters will interact with their
Singaporean counterparts and
leadership, it added.

ISMR is a unique mecha-
nism established to set a new
agenda for India-“Singapore
bilateral relations. Its inaugur-
al meeting was held in New
Delhi in September 2022.

"This second meeting will
enable both sides to review var-
ious aspects of their strategic

partnership and identify new
avenues to further elevate and
broaden it," it said.

Singapore has been a major
source of FDI (foreign direct
investment) for India. In 2023-
24, Singapore was the largest
source of these inflows with
USD 11.77 billion investments
into Indian markets.

The cumulative inflow of
FDI from Singapore from April
2000 to March 2024 was USD
159.94 billion.

In bilateral trade, Singapore
was the sixth largest global
trade partner of India in 2023-
24 with a total trade of USD
35.61 billion which accounts
approximately 29 per cent of
India's total trade with ASEAN
(Association for Southeast
Asian nations).

India's exports stood at USD
14.41 billion, while imports
were USD 21.2 billion. The
trade gap is in the favour of
Singapore.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Foreign investors infused Rs
11,366 crore in the Indian
debt market so far this month,
pushing the net inflow tally in
the debt segment to over the Rs
1-lakh-crore mark.

Foreign investors' strong
buying interest in the Indian
debt market can be attributed
to India's inclusion in JP
Morgan's Emerging Market
government bond indices in
June this year.

According to data with the
depositories, Foreign Portfolio

Investors (FPIs) injected Rs
11,366 crore in the debt mar-
ket this month (till August 24).

This inflow came following
a net investment of Rs 22,363
crore into the Indian debt

market in July, Rs 14,955 crore
in June and Rs 8,760 crore in
May.

Before that, they pulled out
Rs 10,949 crore in April.

With the latest flow, FPIs net
investment in debt has reached
Rs 1.02 lakh crore in 2024 so
far.

Market analysts said that
ever since the announcement
of India's inclusion came in
October 2023 year, FPIs have
been front-loading their invest-
ments in Indian debt markets
in anticipation of the inclusion
in global bond indices.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Release of key macroeconomic
numbers, monthly derivatives
expiry, and global cues are like-
ly to drive stock market move-
ment this week, according to
analysts. Markets will also be
reacting to remarks made
by the US Federal
Reserve Chair
Jerome Powell, they
said.

"This week, we
expect the market
to witness a grad-
ual up-move with
stock-specific action.
The focus will shift to
monthly F&O expiry as well as
global cues. Markets on Monday
would react to commentaries of
the US Fed Chair at the Jackson
Hole Symposium," Siddhartha
Khemka, Head of Retail
Research, Motilal Oswal
Financial Services Ltd, said.

US Fed Chair Jerome Powell
on Friday signalled that the

central bank would cut its inter-
est rate in the September meet-
ing. Powell made a crucial
speech that laid the groundwork
for future interest rate reduc-
tions. Powell said, "The time has
come for policy to adjust".

"The market has been expect-
ing an interest rate cut

during the next Federal
Reserve meeting in

September. There
are indications that
the rate cuts could
happen at a faster
pace, especially

with the weakening
of jobs data.
"However, Powell

believes that the chances of the
US economy entering a reces-
sion in the near term are very
low. This implies that rate cuts
would likely align with consen-
sus expectations, and the possi-
bility of higher rate cuts may be
lower," Chief Investment Officer
at Axis Securities PMS Naveen
Kulkarni said.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Businessman Anil Ambani is
reviewing a Sebi order imposing
a fine and banning him from
capital markets for five years in
an alleged fund diversion case
and will take appropriate next
steps as legally advised, his
spokesperson said in a statement
on Sunday.

Ambani, the spokesperson in
a statement said, had resigned
from the board of Reliance
Infrastructure Ltd and Reliance
Power Ltd, pursuant to Sebi's
interim order dated February 11,
2022 in the matter pertaining to
Reliance Home Finance Ltd.

He "is in compliance with the
said interim order (of February
11, 2022) for the last two and half
years," the statement said.

On the August 22 order that
banned him and 24 others from
the securities market for five

years on charges of diversion of
funds, the spokesperson said,
"Mr Ambani is reviewing the
final order dated August 22, 2024
passed by Sebi in the said mat-
ter, and will take appropriate next
steps as legally advised."

The Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) had also
imposed a fine of Rs 25 crore on
Ambani, saying he orchestrated
a scheme to "siphon off" funds
from Reliance Home Finance, a
listed subsidiary of conglomer-
ate Reliance Group of which he

is chairman. The ban means that
he and the other 24 will not be
able to access the securities mar-
ket and are prohibited from
buying, selling or otherwise
dealing in securities, directly or
indirectly. In a separate state-
ment, Mumbai-listed Reliance
Infrastructure Ltd said it "was not
a noticee or party to the proceed-
ings before Sebi in which the
order is passed. No directions are
given in the order against
Reliance Infrastructure Ltd".

"Mr Ambani had resigned
from the board of directors of
Reliance Infrastructure Ltd pur-
suant to the interim order dated
February 11, 2022 passed by Sebi
in the same proceedings.
Therefore, the order dated
August 22, 2024 passed by Sebi
has no bearing whatsoever on
the business and affairs of
Reliance Infrastructure Ltd," it
said.

ONGC opens well in KG field to raise oil production

Foxconn: Women should take
up lead positions in tech space

PNS n NEW DELHI

iPhone contract manufac-
turer Foxconn wants
women employees in India
to take up lead positions in
design and other technolo-
gy-related positions, a top
company official has said.

Foxconn has 48,000
employees across India and
25 per cent of its new hires
are married women.

"We see not only the
assembly work for women
but also some design, tech-
nology-related positions.
Lot of our current employ-
ees are highly educated. We
would like to give them
more opportunity to
advance their position, not
just limited to assembly
work," Foxconn Chairman
Young Liu told PTI.

The Foxconn factory has

about 70 per cent women
and 30 per cent men.

The company recently
inaugurated a women-only
residential complex built by
the State Industries
Promotion Corporation of
Tamil Nadu (SIPCOT) in
Sriperumbudur near
Chennai that can house
over 18,000 women employ-
ees working with Foxconn.

Liu had then said there is
an upward trend in all types
of hiring by the Taiwanese
electronics manufacturing
major in India and the com-
pany hires regardless of gen-
der.

The company is also set-
ting up its second largest
mobile manufacturing plant
outside China in Karnataka
with a planned investment
of Rs 25,000 crore that will
create 40,000 jobs.

Four Union ministers to participate
in India-Singapore Dialogue

Infosys scouting
for acquisitions,
says CEO  Parekh

FPIs inject Rs 11,366 cr in debt
market; inflow tally crosses Rs 1 lakh cr 

Macro data, global cues to
chart market direction

Anil Ambani reviewing SEBI
order, to take appropriate steps

India aims 
to lead next
industrial
revolution: DBT
PNS n NEW DELHI

India is positioning itself at the
forefront of the next industri-
al revolution with its new bio-
manufacturing policy designed
to tackle food, energy and cli-
mate challenges, officials said
on Sunday.

High-performance bioman-
ufacturing involves the produc-
tion of products ranging from
medicine to materials, tackling
farming and food challenges,
and promoting the manufac-
turing of bio-based products
through the integration of
advanced biotechnological
processes.

“India aims to lead the next
industrial revolution. Unlike
the semiconductor industry,
which arrived in India 15-20
years later, we must seize this
opportunity now. 

India-Australia trade pact talks in Nov
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SHIKHA DUGGAL

F
ew events in human history
have captured people’s atten-
tion and hearts as deeply as
the Olympic Games, which
are a worldwide platform
that honour the pinnacle of

physical bravery. An important turning
point in Indian sportsmanship history
occurred when the country sent its first
Olympic squad of three athletes to the
1920 Summer Olympics in Antwerp,
Belgium, aboard the SS Mantua. The
JSW Group has worked with two very
different groups to commission art-
works in honour of Indi’s 100th year in
the Olympics, in a spectacular com-
memoration of the country’s legacy in
the games! 

The most sophisticated kind of part-
nership has united the domains of sports
and art under the name Citius—
Altius—Fortius (stronger, high-
er, faster, together). It
includes three multi-
disciplinary art-
works that are
painstakingly
made utilis-
ing com-

plex hand embroidery techniques.  By
fusing traditional craftsmanship with
modern artistic expressions, the coop-
eration combines the dynamic energy
of sports with the delicate delicacy of
craft, reflecting the spirit of human
tenacity and excellence. These art-
works commemorate significant mile-

stones in Indian sports history.
Sangita Jindal, the chairman of
the JSW Foundation, revealed

something in an exclusive
interview with us:

“Handcrafted by skilled
artisans, this series of
artworks honours the
journey and achieve-
ments of two of
India’s most promi-
nent sports figures,
Sakshi Malik and
Neeraj Chopra.
This extraordinary
tribute to the
accomplishments
of these extraor-
dinary athletes,
created on

such a large

scale, unites the domains of sports and
art and conveys pride in the collective
potential of our country.” The group
chose to work with Sujata Bajaj, the
Chanakya School of Craft and Karishma
Swali on these particular projects. To
answer our question, the chairperson
stated that the Chanakya School of Craft
has as its mission the preservation of
Indian craftsmanship, particularly the
arts of needlework. 

JSW and Chanakya both aim to pre-
serve, elevate and spread these cultur-
al practices. They also want to see these
modern methods showcased on a
worldwide scale. Sujata Bajaj is a mul-
tidisciplinary artist who works in India
and Paris. It felt appropriate to approach
her for a commission with a “India and
the Olympics” subject given her aesthet-
ic and artistic beliefs, which stress the
cultural and creative connections
between France and India.

“India’s Ashoka Chakra emerges
from one of the Olympic circles in
response to the well-known French
Republic slogan and a peek at the
medals’ subtle suggestion of gold, sil-
ver and bronze suggests the sporting
events. On the flags of both countries,
there is a clear play on colours, with
orange, green, blue, white and red tak-
ing center stage. The fill of the circles,

where the fluidity of the colours
resembles globe maps as

viewed from far-off space,
reflects the universality

of the Olympic mes-
sage.” The chairper-
son gives us a brief
explanation of the

“Citius—Altius—Fortius” theme’s
inspiration.

She actively encourages and sup-
ports the communities and craftspeo-
ple who preserve and enhance the cus-
toms of her country. The Foundation
has restored a number of historically
and culturally significant locations
over the years, including the Krishna
and Chandramouleshwara temples in
Hampi, Karnataka; the David Sassoon
Library and Reading Room in
Mumbai, Maharashtra and most late-
ly, Shalimar Bagh in Kashmir. One of
the biggest art residencies in India,
Hampi Art Labs, is dedicated to sup-
porting emerging artists and con-
serving regional craft cultures and cus-
toms in northern Karnataka! 

There’s more, too: “The JSW
Foundation fosters mutually beneficial
connections between traditional artisan
communities and female entrepre-
neurs. Through initiatives such as The
Charkha Project, projects with Applique
Artisans, or the recently founded
Handloom School Bunkai in
Vijayanagar, Karnataka, the foundation
helps thousands of women craftspeo-
ple by providing them with a steady
source of income and by carrying out
significant interventions to modernise
their crafts.” She firmly believes in col-
laborating with local communities. She
is restoring the pavilion ceilings to their
former splendour in collaboration with
regional paper mache and craftspeople!
India’s indigenous arts and handicrafts
must be preserved through a contem-
porary interpretation of tradition and
artistic expression. In order to survive
and grow, craftsmen and craft clusters
must adapt to the changing demands of
the market and produce new designs.

TEJAL SINHA

W
ith acting being his passion and
singing being his love, Danish
Sood has garnered immense
love for both as a multi-faceted
artist.  

“I guess the music validation came in much
sooner than acting, even though I did start the
latter before,” begins Danish with
great excitement in an exclusive
chat with The Pioneer. “I
mean, it doesn’t get big-
ger than this. Getting
known for both of
my passions. So
feeling really
happy and grate-
ful for the kid
who followed
his dream of
believing in
himself and
doing what he
loves.”

F o l l o w i n g
both his love and
passion with equal
hard work and
devotion, the CAT
fame is currently in talks
for his portrayal of Gurbaaz
Singh Kahlon in the latest
series Naam Namak Nishaan.

Gurbaaz, to him, was a tricky yet amusing
character to portray. “I’ve always wanted to take
on a role that would allow me to tap into my
comedic side and Gurbaaz provided that oppor-
tunity,” affirms Danish as he goes on, “He’s the
kind of guy you could always rely on—some-
one without barriers who just follows his
instincts. I really enjoyed that aspect of him,
being so free-spirited and fluid in both his nature
and physicality.”

Exploring these traits was incredibly intrigu-
ing for him, while at the same time, delving into
his layers of conflict and the traumas he faced
was challenging but fascinating. He’s the depend-
able friend who would show up for you even
while grappling with his own issues.

Gurbaaz’s character is a blend of many influ-
ences. His shooting skills, mental focus and train-
ing regimens were inspired by watching videos
and interviews with Rajyavardhan Singh
Rathore. Meanwhile, “His lack of discipline
echoes traits from Karan Shergill in Lakshya,
while his comedic moments have a touch of
Akshay Kumar. There are a few other influences
as well, but revealing those might give too much

away—so I’ll keep those under wraps for now.”
So, what were the preparations like? We ask

the Jugaadistan fame and he takes us through:
“As a national skeet rifle champion, Gurbaaz
had to be incredibly athletic. Sports training,
including swimming, boxing and basketball,
became a regular part of our routine before
shooting began. We also did extensive drill
training at the OTA, which was a lot of fun.”

Having always been active in
sports, with football being

his main passion, he was
eager to dive in and

learn as much as he
could for the role.

The feeling of
wearing an army
uniform could
be as special and
at the same
time, equally
responsible. 

“It’s hard to
put the actual
feeling into

words—it was
unreal,” shares

Danish with a
sense of gratitude.

“The army was close-
ly involved with the pro-

ject and they even had
brand new uniforms specially

stitched for us. I vividly remember
the first time I put on the OG uniform (the dark
green one, in civilian terms) with the beret. It
felt surreal, like I became more of “Gurbaaz” once
I wore it. There’s an overwhelming sense of pride
and respect that comes with wearing the uni-
form, not just for yourself but for the soldiers
who protect our country at the borders every day.
That feeling is all-consuming. The uniform
demands respect and it feels like something you
have to earn.” As he describes, we get his emo-
tions captured pretty well. 

Beyond a doubt, the lives of Army personnel
and their families have been different from those
of civilians. And this was something that he
already had a better understanding of, with one
of his closest friends’ dads serving in the Army.
However, being on the set was a whole differ-
ent experience. For example, “We interacted with
many cadets at the OTA and that was an eye-
opener. I gained valuable insights into what a
cadet endures while training to become an offi-
cer—the immense mental, physical and emo-
tional challenges they face individually. However,
the most remarkable aspect was the unity and
camaraderie among the cadets. It was clear that

they survive by relying on each other, which was
a beautiful thing to witness.”

The character of Gurbaaz demanded that he
be athletic, which was pretty crucial. And so,
Danish had dedicated a lot of time to training
and building a physique that could convincing-
ly carry and handle rifles with ease. Taking us
through the behind-the-scenes training scenes,
he shares, “We even underwent rifle training in
Pune to prepare. Rifle shooting was particular-
ly fascinating, as it’s a sport that many people
never get the chance to try. Along with that,
we had daily basketball and boxing class-
es. I loved boxing, but basketball was
quite challenging for me.” 

However, it was no less than an
arduous task and with football being
his main sport, his hand-eye coordi-
nation wasn’t as strong. Nevertheless,
he shares that he would love to dive
deeper into learning basketball.

Going ahead, as we certainly see a
brotherhood between Danish and Varun,
how was the camaraderie off-screen? We
ask, to which, with great regards, he says, “It
felt like we already had the “Sood” connec-
tion in us and once we met, everything just
clicked. It was like meeting a broth-
er on set and we shared the best
time together. There’s some-
thing special about working
with your people and even
though we didn’t know each
other personally before Naam
Namak and Nishaan, the expe-
rience was a delightful surprise.
He’s a wonderful soul and
sharing the screen with him
was seamless.” 

The ‘Sood’s’ became so in sync
that they’d end up cracking up
during some of the more intense
scenes. In fact, “He made every
scene feel effortless and gave me
the freedom to explore my char-
acter fully. Plus, I have to men-
tion the free basketball lessons
I got from him! Honestly, I’m
really lucky to have worked
with him in such a meaningful
way.”

The project certainly turned out
to be a great experience for him and
for that matter, Naam Namak Nishaan
was filled with memorable moments.
But his experience playing a soldier
stands out the most. “My dad always
wanted to join the army and although
it didn’t work out for him, that

became a hidden motivation for me. The entire
experience of portraying a soldier was something
truly special and different. Before the show was
released, we had the opportunity to showcase
the first two episodes at the OTA. The interac-
tion with the cadets and officers afterward is
something I’ll never forget. It meant a lot to us
to know that they liked it. Finding a brother on
set was another unforgettable experience. It was
a first for me and it’s something I’ll always cher-

ish,” he shares with immense warmth.
Heading towards the end of this
startling chat, Danish hints us

about some exciting new
beginnings coming up. “I'll

be working on more inde-
pendent songs, contribut-
ing to shows and films and
there’s some upcoming
work that should be out

soon,” concludes the adroit
star on a brighter note.

Well, we can’t wait to see
more of Danish Sood enraptur-

ing hearts with his multitudi-
nous prowess.

PROTECTING
YOUR CANINE-
MATES’ SMILE!
A

s we celebrate International Dog Day, it’s an ideal
moment to reflect on an often-overlooked aspect of our
canine companions’ health: dental care. Just as with

humans, maintaining good dental hygiene is crucial for dogs to
ensure their overall well-being. With statistics showing that up
to 80% of dogs over the age of three suffer from some form of
dental disease, it’s clear this is a widespread issue deserving of
our attention. Dental issues can affect more than just a dog’s smile;
they can have far-reaching impacts on their health and quality
of life.

Importance of dental health

Dental health goes beyond maintaining a fresh breath and a
pretty smile. According to the American Veterinary Dental
College, periodontal disease is one of the most common health
issues affecting dogs. This condition starts with the accumula-
tion of plaque and tartar on the teeth, which can lead to inflam-
mation of the gums (gingivitis). If left untreated, gingivitis can
progress to periodontitis, a more severe condition that can cause
tooth loss and lead to infections affecting other organs, includ-
ing the heart and kidneys.

Recent studies emphasise that poor dental health in dogs can
contribute to significant behavioural changes and a reduced qual-
ity of life. Dogs suffering from dental pain might become irri-
table, have difficulty eating, or show changes in their behaviour.
Addressing dental care proactively can prevent these issues,
enhancing not just oral health but overall well-being.

Daily dental care routine

Incorporating dental care into your dog’s daily routine is essen-
tial. Regular brushing is one of the most effective ways to pre-
vent plaque buildup. Use a toothbrush and toothpaste specifi-
cally designed for dogs, as human toothpaste can be harmful due
to fluoride and other ingredients.

Start by introducing your dog to the toothbrush gradually.
Begin with a finger brush or a small amount of toothpaste, reward-
ing your dog for positive behaviour. Over time, increase the brush-
ing duration as your dog becomes more accustomed to the
process. Aim to brush your dog’s teeth at least three times a week,
though daily brushing is ideal.

Diet and dental health

Diet plays a crucial role in maintaining dental health. Some
pet foods are specifically formulated to reduce plaque and tar-
tar buildup, often featuring a kibble texture that promotes
mechanical cleaning. Incorporating such foods into your dog’s
diet can complement their dental care routine.

Additionally, foods with ingredients known to support oral
health, such as omega-3 fatty acids and antioxidants, can con-
tribute to healthier gums and reduced inflammation. Including
these nutrients in your dog’s diet supports their overall oral
hygiene and contributes to a healthier mouth.

Dental chews and toys

Dental chews and toys play a vital role in maintaining your
dog’s dental health. According to the Veterinary Oral Health
Council (VOHC), dental chews with the VOHC seal have been
proven to help reduce plaque and tartar. These chews not only
aid in cleaning teeth but also provide mental stimulation and sat-
isfy your dog’s natural chewing instincts. Ensure that the chews
are appropriate for your dog’s size and chewing strength to avoid
any choking hazards.

Dental toys, made from durable materials like rubber, can also
help clean your dog’s teeth as they chew. These toys are partic-
ularly useful for dogs that are reluctant to have their teeth brushed.

Regular vet check-ups

The American Veterinary Dental College recommends annu-
al dental examinations to detect and address issues early. Regular
veterinary check-ups are essential for maintaining dental health.
During these exams, your vet can assess your dog’s teeth and
gums, identifying any potential problems before they escalate.
Professional dental cleanings performed by a veterinarian are also
crucial. These cleanings, conducted under anesthesia, allow for
a thorough cleaning below the gum line where brushing alone
cannot reach.

Recognising dental issues

Being proactive about your dog’s dental health involves recog-
nising potential signs of dental problems. Common symptoms
include:

• Bad breath   • Red or swollen gums
• Difficulty eating or chewing
• Loose or missing teeth   • Excessive drooling

If you notice any of these signs, consult your veterinarian for
a thorough examination and appropriate treatment.

Connection between dental health and overall
well-being

Maintaining good dental hygiene is not only about pre-
venting oral issues but also about supporting your dog’s
overall health. Poor dental health has been linked to
systemic conditions such as heart disease and kidney
problems. Investing time and effort into your dog’s den-
tal care also supports their long-term well-being and
longevity.

Protecting your dog’s smile is a key component of
responsible pet ownership and a gesture of love that pays

off in their long-term health and happiness. Celebrate this
International Dog Day by reflecting on your dog’s dental health
and making a commitment to maintaining it. Your dog’s bright,
healthy smile is not just a testament to their good health but also
a symbol of the care and attention you provide.

(The author, J.S. Rama Krishna, is a Business Head at
Growel Pet Nutrition.)

Danish Sood had his ‘moment 
of pride’ garbing OG uniform

Blending arts and athleticism
The recent
partnership
between the JSW
Foundation and
the Chanakya
School of Craft
for the Paris
2024 Olympics
demonstrates
that the
connections
between craft and
sport are more
profound than
one may think.
The Pioneer has
the chairperson
of the foundation
onboard, as she
exclusively
speaks to us
about working 
on these
projects

Actor
Danish Sood, whose

latest portrayal of Gurbaaz
Singh Kahlon has created

quite a buzz, speaks to The
Pioneer about getting into the

skin of an Army cadet, the
emotions associated with the

experience, camaraderie
with Varun Sood and

more
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what’s brewing?

The 3rd Edition of the Hybiz TV Food Awards was held successfully at the Taj Deccan in
Hyderabad. The event was conducted with grandeur and  Telangana Assembly Assembly Speaker
Gaddam Prasad Kumar  presented the awards. Celebrity guests such as actress Faria Abdullah,

Miss Grand India 2022, Prachi Nagpal and Miss Universe Telangana 2024 Niharka Sood, among
the other dignitaries marked their presence at the event. 
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l Krutika Roy and Preeti

Telangana Irrigation
and Civil Supplies
Minister N Uttam

Kumar Reddy launched
The Square, a

luxurious villa project
by IRA Realty. The

project is strategically
located in Adibatla near

the Outer Ring Road
and aerospace hubs;

this project offers
residents a unique
blend of modern

amenities and serene,
nature-inspired living.

l Srivani

l Urumila

Actress Meenakshi Dixit, along with fashion lovers,
inaugurated the lifestyle and weddings fashion special

exhibition by Hi-life exhibition at HICC Novotel.

The 7-day handicrafts exhibition from Shantiniketan by
Swayambhar Naari kicked off in Hyderabad on Saturday. The

skilful craftsmen and women from Shantiniketan are showcasing
their artistic works and products.The expo also features

sustainable clothes such as sarees made out of bamboo and
banana fibre. Sarees, dupattas and handbags are hand painted and

look so elegant and different.

Bunge India Private Limited (Bunge India), announced the
expansion of its home-grown Refined Sunflower Oil brand,

Fiona, in the state of Telangana. Fiona Refined Sunflower Oil
contains essential Vitamins A, D, and E, crucial for

maintaining overall well-being.

For the thirteenth consecutive year, CARE Hospitals, proudly
served as the official medical partner for the highly successful
NMDC Hyderabad Marathon 2024. This year’s marathon, held
on August 25th, saw an unprecedented turnout of over 27,000

runners, nearly double the number from previous years,
underscoring the rising emphasis on fitness and wellness
among Hyderabad's citizens. CARE Hospitals deployed a

comprehensive healthcare solutions approach to ensure the
safety and well-being of all participants.

ARCHIE

GARFIELD
REALITY CHECK CROSSWORD

GINGER MEGGS

NANCY

CALVIN AND HOBBES

SPEED BUMP

Yesterday’s solution

SUDOKU

Rules

l Each row and column can
contain each number (1 to 9)
exactly once.

l The sum of all numbers in
any row or column must
equal 45.

FUN

l Greesma l Siripapa and Bindu

l Meenakshi Dixit

l Haripriya l Dr.Ramya
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tollywood

S
J Suryah’s remarks about Telugu movies
are gaining popularity on social media.
He claims that the majority of film ideas

are inspired by Rajinikanth’s movie Baashha.
All the films like Rajamouli’s Baahubali,
Chiranjeevi’s Indra, Balakrishna’s movie
and even Saripodhaa Sanivaaram are
inspired by the Baashha concept.

SJ Surya is playing an important role in
the upcoming film Saripodhaa Sanivaram
which stars Nani as the lead actor. The film
directed by Vivek Athreya, has Priyanka
Arul Mohan as the female lead, will be
released on August 29. 

Ahead of the film’s release, the makers had
arranged a pre-release event in Hyderabad,
during which the Tamil actor, in his speech,
said that many of the films have been made,
based on Manikam Baashha’s story. 

For the unaware, Manikam Baashha is one
of Rajnikanth’s much-loved characters from
the film Baashha. The Rajinikanth starrer
film was directed by Suresh Krishna and was
released in 1995, which was a sensational hit. 

The Raayan actor speaking at the event
revealed that the upcoming film Saripodhaa
Sanivaram also has the same storyline, but
with a different kind of action. 

The director, Vivek had travelled to
Chennai and narrated the story of
Saripodhaa Sanivaaram. Pleased with it, the
actor immediately agreed to do the role.
“This film comes with the Manikhyam
Basshha concept. Even the Baahubali,
Balakrishna’s film and Indra also have the
same storyline as the Manikam Baashha
concept,” says SJ Suryah.

This statement by the actor has gone viral
on social media. There have been reports
claiming that the Amitabh Bachchan star-
rer 1991 Hindi film Hum!

It has been common in an industry that
a film, where filmmakers follow the same
kind of subjects and these films turn out to
become a sensational hit; many filmmakers
follow the same kind of subjects for a few
years. But SJ Suryah says that Basshha con-
cept is going in every film, with few changes
which is he indirectly saying that filmmak-
ers have no other choice, except to take the
same kind of stories.

Meanwhile, in the upcoming film, the
Mark Antony actor will be seen donning
a police officer role. Going ahead, he
revealed that Nani’s character in the film
has some anger issues. Basically, his moth-
er asks him to keep that anger only on
Saturday and the remaining Monday to
Friday he should be normal. “He is like
Basha on Saturday and the remaining days
are like Manikhyam,” says SJ Surya once
again as he compared Baashha’s film to
Saripodhaa Sanivaaram.

He further goes on to praise Priyanka’s
performance as simple and breezy, who plays
a pretty constable, who eventually settles
beside Suryah’s character. Going further, he
speaks about Nani saying, “He is a good
human being and a very good actor with
great vision and passion about movies”. He
added that it’s a co-incident his birthday,
Nani’s and Sai Kumar, who portrays as Nani’s
father in this film, birthday falls on Saturday
this year.

T
he film Mr Bachchan,
which starred Ravi Teja
as the lead actor failed

miserably at the box-office.
Directed by Harish Shankar
and produced by TG Vishwa
Prasad, the film was released
on August 15. 

With Mr Bachchan, the pro-
ducer TG Vishwa Prasad
blames everything on director
Harish Shankar for it, claimed
a few reports. The latest buzz
state that Vishwa Prasad is not
satisfied with Harish Shankar’s
attitude and the way he con-
ducted the controversial media
interviews before the release.
So, the producer attributed
the failure of Mr Bachchan to
director Harish Shankar, says
the reports.

Before the film’s release,

Harish Shankar had spoken to
a few websites and now, those
interviews have been going
viral. In these interviews, he
didn’t speak much about his
film in those interactions. The
producer irked with the direc-
tor’s controversial interviews
and feels it damages the film
at the box-office, says the
reports. 

Now, with social media
going gaga over their differ-
ences, the producer took to his
social media and denied that
he didn’t say anything wrong
about director Harish Shankar. 

“Harish Shankar is a friend
first and then we collaborated
for the movie. There may be
some learnings, however in my
recent interview to the media
I shared some learnings and

clearly told success attributes
many positives and if there is
limited success there will be
lots of feedback and we need
to take it. This is no way I com-
mented on Harish and we are
happy to work with him again
and he has extraordinary abil-
ities in film making” (sic),
says Vishwa Prasad.

The producer said that the
director is ready to compensate
any losses to the distributors
from his remuneration. He
requested the media to be
kind and not interpreted
between lines. Director Harish
Shankar responds in a positive
way to the producer's tweet
and says that he is looking for-
ward to getting back on sets
with him and making more
successful films.

Indraganti needs a break horribly
I

ndraganti Mohan Krishna is a
talented director, but in recent
times, he couldn’t deliv-

er a good film. After a
two-year gap, the
director is coming
now with a film
that stars
Priyadarshi as
the lead actor. 

M o h a n
Krishna is
known for his
films like
G r a h a n a m ,
Ashta Chemma,
Golconda High
School, Anthaku Mundu
Aa Tharuvatha, Gentleman
and Sammohanam. But off late, the
director has been off the track. 

Sammohanam is the film which
got appreciated by everyone and it
was released in 2018. After that he
made two films, but both were dis-

asters at the box-office.
Now, he has collaborated for the

third time with the production
house Sridevi Movies after

Gentleman and Sammohanam. On
Sunday, celebrating Priyadarshi’s
birthday, the film’s title was revealed
as Sarangapani Jathakam.

Talking about the film,
Indraganti Mohana Krishna said it
is the story of the average middle-
class man with a lot of humour. He
reveals more about the film and
says that the story is narrated
more in a humorous way. “Faith
gives strength to a man. But super-
stition renders even a wise person
weak. Was the protagonist peren-
nially torn between his irrational
beliefs and his love interest, ending
up a failure? Or, did he successful-
ly bail himself out?” the director
reveals, adding that the plot is told
with a heart-pounding sense of
humour.   Priyadarshi is playing the
lead, while Mr Pregnant fame
Roopa Kaduvayur is playing the
female lead.

The producer says that the film is
going to be a classic Jandhyala-style
entertaining movie that will make
you laugh from start to finish.

35-Chinna Katha Kaadu is
now fixed a release date
Popular actor Rana Daggubati is now supporting a small

film 35-Chinna Katha Kaadu. Nivetha Thomas and
Rachakonda Vishwadev are playing the lead in this film
directed by Nanda Kishore Emani. The film was supposed to
be released on August 15, but now they announced a new
release date on September 6! This is a new-age family drama
that also features Priyadarshi, Gautami and Bhagyaraj in other
main roles. Rana Daggubati, earlier supported some small
films, once again came forward and supported this small film
and promoted it.
The makers announced they are releasing simultaneously in
Telugu, Tamil, and Malayalam languages. The promotions of the
film started long back and they want to continue further now. The
movie was screened to a few select people and the response was
positive. It is going to give a wholesome experience to the
audience. Set against a rural backdrop, 35-Chinna Katha Kaadu
weaves a relatable narrative with a blend of humor and emotional
depth, delivering a meaningful message.

MORE TROUBLE 
FOR ALLU ARJUN 
AND MEGA FAMILY
RELATIONS

A
llu Arjun and Mega Family differ-
ences are still making news. A few
days ago, Allu Arjun attended as the

chief guest for the pre-release of a film and
commented that he would do anything for
his friends and also for people he liked
most. He indirectly defended his Nadhyal
visit at the time of the Andhra Pradesh

elections in May
this year.

Later, Andhra
Pradesh Deputy
Chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan made
comments about the
film actors regard-
ing the forest envi-
ronment.
“Yesteryear heroes
used to save forests
in their films, but
nowadays the heroes
are playing as san-
dalwood smugglers

and spoiling forests,” says Pawan Kalyan a
few weeks back at an event in Karantaka.
Many wrote that Pawan Kalyan targeted
Allu Arjun and made these comments. It
also indicated that the Mega Family still
wants to ignore Allu Arjun and they are in
no mood to pacify their differences.

Now, Allu Arjun’s father-in-law, K.
Chandrasekhar Reddy, takes Pawan
Kalyan’s comments as offensive. Reddy gave
interviews to a few media channels and
asked Pawan Kalyan to clarify his com-
ments on Allu Arjun. “Allu Arjun just
played a smuggler in a film; he is not a real-
life smuggler,” says Reddy. He added that if
Pawan Kalyan aims at Allu Arjun, he
should openly condemn it. “It is his NDA
government that gave away the Best Actor
Award to Allu Arjun for his role in Pushpa.
If Pawan Kalyan comments are aimed at
Allu Arjun, then Pawan finds fault with the
government, who gave the award,” says
Reddy in his interview to a media channel.

Reddy’s comments on Pawan Kalyan cre-
ate more stir between Allu Arjun and Mega
Family relations. It added salt to a wound,
says a person from the film industry.
According to a source, it was Mega Star
Chiranjeevi who asked Allu Arun not to go
to Nandhyal when he planned that trip. But
Allu Arun ignored Mega Star’s request and
went on with his tour. “That irks mainly
Chiranjeevi and his family members,” says a
source. It seems this issue is not going to
end soon, as both Allu Arjun and Mega
Family stick to their stands.

B
igg Boss fame Gautam Krishna will
now be seen playing a lead role in
the film titled Solo Boy, directed by

Naveen Kumar. The makers released a
song from the film. 

The film unit met on Saturday and
announced that the film has come out
very well. The title song is choreo-
graphed by Aata Sandeep and he prais-
es actor Gautam for his dance moments.
“Gautam promised me to do this song
when he was in the Bigg Boss house and
he fulfilled his promise. Guatam is a good
dancer sand in the near future, he is going
to be a good actor,” says Sandeep. Anitha
Chowdary plays Gautam’s mother in this
film, and she praises Sandeep for his per-
formance in the film.

Lead actor Gautam Krishna says that
it is Sandeep Master who encourages me
to do better dance. “He always encour-
ages me and asks me to work hard to
become a good dancer. Because of him,
I can come up with a good dance num-
ber for this title song,” says Gautam. He
added that Kakarla Sam has written the
song, while Rahul Sipligunj has sung it.
He is confident that this film is going to
give him a break. For the negative trolls,
he sends a message. “Please concentrate
on your career and stop negative trolls

and comments. I am telling you as a
friend,” he says. Swetha Avasti is the
female lead, while Ramya Pasupuleti is
playing another female lead. Seven Hills
Satish Kumar is the producer.

D
irector Puri Jagannadh’s son Akash
Jagannath attended as chief guest for
a small film Sitaram Sitralu trailer

launch and spoke encouraging words. He
said if the Telugu audience likes the film,
they will carry it on their shoulders
towards its success. “Everyone is looking
at the Telugu film industry now and the
Telugu audience always encourages good
films,” said Akash Jagannadh. He wished
the team good luck.

Lakshmana Murthy and Bramarambika
are playing as lead pair in this film, while
D Naga Sasidhar Reddy is the director. The
film is releasing on August 30. The direc-
tor Naga Sasidhar Reddy thanked some of
the celebrities who supported his film, like
director Maruthi, actors Vishwak Sen and
Sundeep Kishan. The director says that he
got inspired by directors Jandhyala, EVV
Satyanarayana and Relangi Narasimha
Rao, whose films are full of comedy and
stress busters. “My film Sitaram Sitralu is
also such a stress relieving one”, he says.

‘Baahubali ’s concept is from 
Rajinikanth-starrer Baashha’

TG Vishwa Prasad refutes
differences with Harish Shankar

Stop negative trolls and
comments: Gautam Krishna

Ruhani Sharma
upset about the
leak of Agra film
Ruhani Sharma made her Telugu debut with Chi La Sow

and got good appreciation for her performance from
everyone. Later she acted in films like Hit: The First Case,
Dirty Hari, Saindhav and Sreeranga Neethulu. She also
acted in few Tamil, Malayalam and Hindi films and got
recognition everywhere.
Ruhani Sharma is in the news because she did a Hindi film
titled Agra that was screened at the Cannes Film Festival last
year and also got good acclaim there and at many other film
festivals. A few days ago, an intense and intimate romantic
scene from the film that involved Ruhani Sharma was
leaked and went viral on social media.
The actress says that she was upset seeing the leak from
her film Agra. Some people started making negative
comments after seeing the video clip. With all this, the
actress took to her Instagram and made a big note about
the film’s leakage and how much hard work was done to
complete the film. 
“To say I am disappointed is an understatement. It’s
heartbreaking to see our months' worth of hard work,
dedication and passion being disregarded in this way.
Creating an art film is an intense journey filled with
countless challenges, sleepless nights, and unwavering
commitment,” she says, expressing her displeasure about
the leaked video on her social media. The actress went on to
talk about the film Agra and how it won accolades and
awards at many film festivals. The film also got international
recognition, which makes her happy as an artist. She
appeals to ‘celebrate the diversity of cinema instead of
tearing down the hard work of artists'. Ruhani Sharma is
acting in a Tamil film and also in a Hindi film at present.

Akash Jagannadh to support a small film 

Ammiraju Kanumalli
emerged as the General
Secretary of the Industry

Employees Federation of the
Telugu Film 24 Craft. On

Sunday, Ammiraju secured
victory in the secretary
election by a 35-vote

margin.
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AP n PARIS

T
he message is clear:
Paralympians are not
participating. They are

competing.
A number of athletes
preparing for the Paris 2024
Paralympic Games have
proclaimed that on their social
feeds over the past few days,
reminding the world that
Olympians are not the only
athletes coming to Paris
looking for gold.
The games will be underway
next week with the opening
ceremony on Wednesday.
Athletes and the games’ own
social and creative teams have
been taking a more aggressive
approach to their messaging,
leaning into disabilities and
being willing to risk
discomfiting their audience to
introduce athletes and their
personalities, not just their

disabilities. The International
Paralympic Committee has
released several YouTube
videos to show the edgier side
of its competitors, including : “
Paris 2024: What Really
Matters “ and “ Paris 2024: 100
Days to Go - Welcome to the
Paralympics.” The tagline for

both: “This is the
Paralympics… they’re not
playing games.”
A Guy With No Arms’If you
didn’t know the characters, the
“What Really Matters” series
opens on a jarring note. A
genial 5-foot-6-inch man
grasps a car’s steering wheel

with his foot. He leans over to
his passenger and says with a
sideways smile, “Is this your
first time riding in a car with a
guy without arms?”
The guy with no arms is
Paralympic silver medalist
Matt Stutzman, who has built
up a brand as the “Armless

Archer.” He maneuvers the car
with his feet: left foot on the
pedals, right foot on the
steering wheel.
Stutzman’s passenger is Chuck
Aoki, a wheelchair rugby
player joining Stutzman on
Team USA. In the YouTube
series, Stutzman hosts Aoki
and para track and field athlete
Scout Bassett telling their
stories from a different point of
view with humor thrown in.
“There’s that connection; it’s
like an unspoken bond,” said
Stutzman, who earned a silver
medal in the men’s individual
compound open at the London
games in 2012. “I might not
know who Bassett is, but we
both know that we both had to
go through something specific
to even get to the level where
we’re at in sport.”
Edgy takes The IPC has
received criticism for leaning
into the disabilities of their

athletes, but spokesman Craig
Spence said the irreverent
approach was necessary.
“If you speak to Paralympians,
they’ve got a great sense of
humor. They’re not wrapped
up in cotton wool and
protected from society,”
Spence said in an interview
earlier this year. 
“They like to laugh about
themselves,” he said. “Like we
all do, and that’s why we’ve
tried to be really edgy on the
Paralympic TikTok account.”
Spence said the criticism the
IPC had received came mostly
from people outside the
community of people with
disabilities, and the comments
often ask who the admin is on
the account - implying it’s
someone making fun of
disabilities. But according to
Spence, the “admin” is 2008
Paralympian Richard Fox from
Britain.

AP n PARIS

Nacer Zorgani has had a
busy summer. In July at

the Paris Games, his
captivating baritone voice
gained him fans as the
announcer at the Olympic
boxing. 
Now, the 38-year-old is
preparing to make his mark
as a fiercely dedicated Para-
judo competitor, training
tirelessly for the Paralympic
Games that start Wednesday.
Zorgani will compete on Sept.
7 in the men’s 90-kilogram, J2
classification for visually
impaired athletes
For him, the sport is far more
than just a competition; it is
the embodiment of his
lifelong commitment to the
“way of the bushi,” with the
traditional Japanese martial
art philosophy of bushido
shaping his journey.
Before finding his calling in
judo, Zorgani dabbled in
various sports, including
boxing and Brazilian jiu-jitsu.
“It’s all one thing for me,” he
said. “I follow the way of the
bushi ... Resilience, discipline,
and an unwavering focus.
Whether it’s in the ring, on
the mat, or in life, the
principles are the same.”
His transition to judo was a
natural progression. The
sport’s emphasis on balance,

technique, and mental
strength resonated with
Zorgani, who found in judo
not just a way to compete but
a path to mastering his own
limitations.
Zorgani was declared legally
blind at 17 after a doctor
diagnosed progressive
deterioration of both retinas.
By 20, he had lost most of his
vision and could only see
blurry shapes in very bright
environments. This did not
deter him; instead, it fueled his
determination to excel. “I’ve
lived through very dark
moments, when I felt beat
down by my disability,”
Zorgani said. “But combat
sports really, really helped me.”
In judo, the tactile nature of
the sport can be useful for
athletes like Zorgani. From
the moment he comes to
grips with his opponent, he
uses touch to sense their
movements, balance, and
intentions. The lack of sight
can sharpen his other senses,
allowing him to anticipate
and react with split-second
precision.
“Judo is about feeling your
opponent’s energy, their
center of gravity, and their
intentions,” he said. “In that
sense, my visual impairment
has taught me to trust my
instincts and my training
even more.”

AP n CASTLE ROCK
(COLORADO)

Keegan Bradley is still
getting used to his new

title as U.S. Ryder Cup captain.
He still feels like a player who
should be competing to win
and thinking about playing in
the matches.
He certainly looked the part
Saturday in the BMW
Championship, all while
hearing the occasional “U-S-
A! U-S-A!” cheer as he made
his way across windswept
Castle Pines for a wild round of
2-under 70 that gave him a
one-shot lead over Adam
Scott.
“To be named Ryder Cup
captain and still be a full-time
player is strange, said Bradley,
at 38 the youngest U.S. Captain
since Arnold Palmer in 1963.
“I don’t know anyone who
knows how to handle this
situation, so I’m doing the best
I can. The only thing I can
keep doing is playing my best
golf and maybe play my way

on to some of these teams.”
A victory would make him the
first captain to win on the PGA
Tour since Davis Love III was
51 when he won the 2015
Wyndham Championship. It
also would move Bradley to
No. 11 in the world ranking.
One round, but that can feel
like a long way off considering
the developments Saturday.
Bradley had eight birdies and
still only shot 70, a round that
featured three straight birdies
on the front, three straight

bogeys on the back and four
birdies over his last five holes
(the exception was a bogey on
the par-3 16th). He was at 12-
under 204. It was like that for
just about everybody.
Adam Scott hit one tee shot
out-of-bounds and another in
the water after just three holes
and had to rally at the end to
limit the damage to a 74,
leaving him only one shot
behind.
“I kind of felt like I made a
meal of that, and I didn’t feel

like I did that much wrong - a
couple of drives were just not
quite right, and a three-putt,
and all of a sudden I’m kind of
chasing,” Scott said. “I’m in a
good spot in the end of it to be
one back.”
Ludvig Aberg began his day
with a nose bleed in high
altitude. He wiped off the
blood and drained a 50-foot
birdie putt at the start. The
super Swede went from a four-
shot deficit to a three-shot lead
after just five holes. And then
he made two straight bogeys,
hit a tee shot in the water on
the par-3 11th for a double
bogey, and three holes later
had an eagle. He shot 71 and
two shots behind.
Aberg was tied with fellow
Swede Alex Noren, was who
six shots behind at one point
and closed with three straight
birdies, the last one from 35
feet across the 18th green for a
70.
Most telling about this wind-
blown day in mile-high air was
Xander Schauffele. When told

Friday how unusual it was not
to see his or Scottie Scheffler’s
name among the top 20 on the
leaderboard, Schauffele smiled
and said, “Give it another day.
One of us will be there.”
It turned out to be him. He
started the weekend 11 shots
behind. He had a 67 - despite a
double bogey on his card - and
goes into Sunday four shots
behind. So was Denver native
and former U.S. Open
champion Wyndham Clark,
who had a late eagle for a 69.  
Still not secure for Bradley,
Scott and Noren is a trip to
East Lake next week for the
Tour Championship. The top
30 advance to the FedEx Cup
finale with at least some
chance at the $25 million prize.
Those three were all outside
the top 40 going to Castle
Pines. Bradley was the last
man to get in the 50-man field
for the BMW Championship.
A victory would put him at
No. 4. But if falls too far
behind, he could be out of the
top 30.

AP n MEXICO CITY

Former world champion
Floyd Mayweather went the

distance against John Gotti III
in an exhibition fight on
Saturday night in Mexico City.
The 47-year-old Mayweather
fought Gotti in an eight-round
fight with no judges in Arena
Ciudad de Mexico.
It was a rematch of a fight that
ended in a massive brawl in
Florida last June.
Mayweather, who retired from
boxing in 2017 with an
unbeaten record in 50 bouts,
dominated the fight from the
second round, when the fighter
nicknamed “Money” asked for
a change of referee. At the end
of the fight, Mayweather and
Gotti III embraced in the ring
as Mexicans fans loudly
booed.

Mayweather is considered one
of the greatest boxers in history.
During a career that spanned
21 years, he won world titles in
five different divisions and beat
rivals including Manny
Pacquiao, Oscar De la Hoya,
Shane Mosley and Saúl
“Canelo” Álvarez.

Mayweather
goes distance
against John
in Mexico City

PTI n NEW DELHI

Aiming to be in the best
shape for the upcoming

tournaments in the BWF
circuit, India’s Lakshya Sen on
Sunday left for Austria for a
detailed evaluation of his
body.
The 22-year-old from
Almora, who had come close
to winning an Olympic medal
in Paris before finishing
fourth, will undergo a series
of tests at the Red Bull Athlete
Performance Centre in
Salzburg to get a detailed
evaluation to rev up his
fitness and game. 
“Lakshya is going to Austria
to do some physical
assessment. There is a good
sports institute there, where
he wants to do some physical
exercise. He left today and
will be back after a week,”
Vimal told PTI.
Lakshya is accompanied by
his trainer, Gaurav and a 15-
year-old junior shuttler
Nishchal Chand from
Uttarakhand to help him keep
abreast with the game during
the week.
“The tests will focus basically
on specific strength aspects.
Many of the elite athletes go
and get themselves tested
there. We had consulted Dr
Dinshaw Pardiwala for all his
niggles and injuries.
“Right now, he is fine but
before he really starts going
full-fledged, it is important
for him to get the right
physical training, and unless
the strength and conditioning
program is really spot on, he
can get injuries. So we have to
find the right things to do.”
Lakshya is likely to play the
Hong Kong Super 500 and
China Open Super 1000 next
in late September this year.
Badminton is a physically
demanding game and Vimal
feels Lakshya has to keep
working on his overall fitness,
especially considering the
kind of game that he possess. 
“He needs to definitely get
better on fitness aspects,
especially the speed,
endurance and other things
he needs to work on.

AP n RAWALPINDI (PAKISTAN) 

Bangladesh shrugged off
political unrest back home

to notch a historic 10-wicket
win after Pakistan collapsed to
146 all out on a dramatic final
day of the first test on Sunday.
Off-spinner Mehidy Hasan
Miraz and left-arm spinner
Shakib Al Hasan, who was a
lawmaker in the government of
former Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, shared seven wickets
after the pace bowlers mopped
up the top order to give
Bangladesh its maiden win in
14 test matches against
Pakistan.
Openers Zakir Hasan and
Shadman Islam were unbeaten

on 15 and 9, respectively, as
Bangladesh reached 30-0 at the
stroke of the tea interval for
only its seventh away test win
and the first since beating New
Zealand at Mount Maunganui
in January 2022. Pakistan,
which conceded a 117-run first
innings lead despite declaring
at 448-6, was bowled out by a
disciplined pace and spin
attack after it resumed on 23-1
and still 94 runs behind.
Mohammad Rizwan followed
his career-best unbeaten 171 to
top-score with 51 but most of
his teammates were guilty of
falling to rash shots coupled
with some aggressive field
placings by Bangladesh skipper
Najmul Hossain Shanto.

Mehidy picked up 4-21 and
Shakib 3-44 while the three fast
bowlers Shoriful Islam, Hasan
Mahmud and Nahid Rana
snared one wicket each.

Earlier, in a dramatic first
session Bangladesh set up its
victory as Pakistan limped to
108-6 and lost five wickets.
Captain Shan Masood (14)
was dismissed in the second
over of the day when Hasan
found a faint edge and had the
Pakistan skipper caught
behind.
Masood argued with onfield
umpire Richard
Kettleborough for the second
time in the test match after he
was also caught behind in a
controversial manner in the
first innings, but the television
replays clearly suggested the
left-hander had a tickle on the
ball after Bangladesh went for
a successful television referral.

Hasan should have had Babar
Azam out for a pair of ducks
in the game, but wicketkeeper
Litton Das spilled a simple
catch off the first ball Babar
faced. Babar tried to break the
shackles and hit three
boundaries before he was out
to fast bowler Rana (1-30)
when on 22.
Pakistan’s middle-order
batters were guilty of throwing
away their wickets against the
two spinners, Shakib and
Mehidy. 
First innings century-maker
Saud Shakeel needlessly tried
to play an extravagant shot
against Shakib and got
stumped for zero for the first
time in his short test career.

PTI n NEW DELHI

Thirteen-year-old Tanvi
Patri from Odisha has

cemented her status as one of
India’s most promising
badminton prodigies by
clinching the girls’ singles
title at the U-15 Badminton
Asia U-17 & U-15 Junior
Championships in Chengdu,
China, the country where
she first honed her skills in
the sport.
Patri capped off a
phenomenal week with a
superlative performance,
defeating Vietnam’s second
seed Thi Thu Huyen Nguyen
22-20, 21-11 in a 34-minute
final, offering a glimmer of
hope after Indian
badminton’s recent struggles
at the Paris Olympics.
“I’m feeling good after
winning the title,” Patri told
PTI from Chengdu.
“I had expected to win, and
I’m happy I could do that.
I’ve been training at the
Prakash Padukone
Badminton Academy
(PPBA) in Bangalore for the
last two years.”
Patri displayed remarkable
resilience, fighting back
from 11-17 down in the
opening game to win the title
without dropping a game
throughout the tournament.

Her parents, Rabinarayan
Patri and Sailabala Panda,
are software professionals
who previously worked in
China, where she first took
up badminton.
The family returned to India
in 2020 following the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Vimal Kumar, Director of
PPBA, sees great promise in
Tanvi, even drawing
comparisons to the early
days of P V Sindhu, one of
India’s most celebrated
badminton players.
“She was about eight or nine
when she moved to India
and joined the academy in
2022,” said Vimal.
“She reminds me of Sindhu

when she was young. The
ability to win matches at a
young age is a good sign. She
has a long way to go, and
with her temperament, she
has great potential.”
Rabinarayan, a software
engineer who works from
home, accompanies Patri to
the academy. In November
2022, he drove 1,400 km
from Bengaluru to Balangir
for Patri’s participation in
the state sub-junior
badminton tournament.
“She is ahead of her age
group,” Vimal noted.
“In the last six months, she
has won U-17 tournaments
and defeated several senior
players, including the

current national
championship finalist, Tanvi
Sharma.
“If she improves her strength
and continues to develop,
she could be a strong
contender for the 2028 or
2032 Olympics.”
Patri, who also enjoys
skating, began her
badminton training under
Chinese coach Jiang Yong Yi
and won nine titles in China
between 2017 and 2020.
After returning to India, she
was spotted by PPBA during
a camp and joined the
academy in March 2022.
She went on to claim both
the U-15 and U-17 girls’
singles titles in the All India
sub-junior ranking
tournaments in Hyderabad
in June and Mapusa, Goa, in
May this year.
Tanvi also won the gold
medal in the 35th Sub-Junior
National Championships in
Balangir, Odisha, last
November and became the
first shuttler from Odisha to
win the girls’ singles title in
the 34th Sub-Junior (U-13)
National Championships in
Lucknow in 2022.
A class eight student, Patri
had reached the
quarterfinals at the German
Junior International in
Berlin in March. 

PTI n AARHUS (DENMARK)

Shubhankar Sharma landed
two eagles in his third

round but also gave away a
double bogey as he closed the
day at 2-under 69 to be tied-
11th at the Danish Golf
Championship.
Sharma, who had also shot 69s
in his first two rounds, is
currently 6-under and six
strokes behind leader Lucas
Bjerregaard, who after a slow
start, shot 5-under 66 that had
four birdies between the 10th
and the 14th.
The Indian star, who had won
the second of his two DP
World Tour titles in 2018,
opened with an eagle and
followed it up with a birdie.
Pars followed and, on the back
nine, he had another eagle on
the 10th at which point he was
5-under. He even held a share
of the lead briefly.
Sharma then gave away too
many shots, including a
double and two bogeys against
just one more birdie on the
17th.
It was the third straight round
in which he had a double
bogey.
Bjerregaard will go in search of
his first DP World Tour title

for nearly six years as he takes
a two-stroke lead into the final
round of the championship.
The 33-year-old Dane, who
won the Portugal Masters in
2017, started his third round
with a birdie on the first hole
and remained patient on the
front nine with eight
consecutive pars, before
making four gains in five holes
after the turn.
He then parred his way home
to sign for a five under-par 66
and a 12-under total.
He is two strokes ahead of
Romain Langasque, who is
bidding for his second DP
World Tour title to follow up
on his 2020 ISPS Handa Wales
Open success. The Frenchman
carded six birdies and a bogey
as he signed for a second
consecutive round of 66 and a
10-under total.

Lakshya heads
to Austria for
physical
assessment

Paralympic social media accounts
front traditional media with edgy take

Bangladesh registers historic 10-wicket win
after Pakistan collapse to 146 all out in 1st test

Meet 13-year-old badminton prodigy Tanvi Shubhankar Sharma

tied 11th in Dutch Golf

Keegan takes 1-shot lead over Adam Scott at BMW Championship

PTI n NEW DELHI

Dhruv Kaushik scored an
unbeaten half century

after bowlers produced a
disciplined effort to help
Central Delhi Kings inflict a
10-wicket defeat on West
Delhi Lions in the Delhi
Premier League here.
Chasing a modest target of
124, Central Delhi Kings
openers Dhruv (68 off 52
balls) and Lakshay Thareja
(46 off 37 balls) came out all
guns blazing on Saturday.
Right from the start, both
openers were aggressive in
their approach and found the
boundaries comfortably as
they chased down the target
in 14.5 overs.  Dhruv’s
unbeaten innings included
six boundaries and two sixes,
while Lakshay smashed three
fours and a six.
Earlier, West Delhi Lions
didn’t get the start they

would have wished for after
they were sent in to bat.
Central Delhi Kings’ Sumit
Kumar dismissed both their
openers cheaply. 
With the openers back in
the pavilion, the
responsibility came on Yugal
Saini and Krish Yadav.
With Central Delhi Kings
bowlers sticking to their line
and length, West Delhi
Lions struggled to keep the
scoreboard ticking.
Yugal was then dismissed by
Yogesh Sharma for 7 runs.
At the end of the powerplay,
West Delhi Lions were
struggling at 33/3. Krish
Yadav along with Ayush
Doseja then slowly started
rotating the strike and kept
the score ticking.
At the halfway stage of their
innings, West Delhi Lions
were 53/3.
However, the 38-run
partnership from 43 balls

between Krish and Ayush
was broken as the latter was
stumped by Lakshay (21) off
Prince Choudhary’s
bowling.
With pressure mounting,
West Delhi Lions captain
Hrithik Shokeen (4) came to
the crease. However, his
stint was cut short by
Yogesh.
With wicket falling at
regular intervals, West Delhi
Lions struggled to find the
boundaries. Towards the
end of the innings, Tishant
Pawan Dabla and Aryan
Dalal contributed 27 and 22
runs respectively.
West Delhi Lions made
123/8 in their allotted 20
overs.
For Central Delhi Kings,
Prince Choudhary, Sumit
Kumar and Yogesh Sharma
picked up two wickets each,
while Money Grewal got
one. 

Bowlers, Dhruv-Lakshay power Central Delhi
Kings to 10-wicket win over West Delhi Lions

Nacer, voice of Olympic
boxing, now targets
Paralympic glory as judoka
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