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Jammu or Kashmir, India will
not spare | ta| terrorists

A secunty persennel keeps vigil dunng pre -dawn cordon and search operat|on after reports et suspmmus movement leading te an
exchange of fire, in Rajouri district, on Thursday

MOHIT KANDHARI ® JAMMU

S electioneering gains

momentum across different
parts of Jammu and Kashmir in
the run-up to the first round of
polling on September 18, the
terrorist handlers sitting across
the Line of Control (LoC) in
Pakistan are hell-bent on
disturbing the peaceful conduct of
Assembly polls, being held after a
gap of 10 long years.
On Thursday, the troops of the
Indian army eliminated at least
three terrorists while they were
attempting to infiltrate inside the
Indian territory along the LoC in

the frontier district of Kupwara.
These terrorists were gunned
down by the alert troops in two
separate anti-infiltration
operations along the line of
control in the Machhal and
Tangdhar sectors of Kupwara.
This is the second major incident
involving terrorists after the
announcement of the Assembly
polls in Jammu and Kashmir on
August 16.

On August 19, a heavily armed
group of Pakistani terrorists
targeted an area domination
patrol party comprising jawans of
the Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) and Special Operations

Group of Jammu Kashmir Police
(JKP) in the remote Duddu
Basantgarh area of Udhampur in
which one Inspector-rank CRPF
officer sacrificed his life in the line
of duty.

Official sources said troops
deployed along the LoC in the
anti-infiltration grid could pick up
the movement of the terrorists
and neutralised them before they
could breach the Anti-Infiltration
Obstacle system (AIOS).
Meanwhile, efforts are being made
to create a conducive atmosphere
for holding of election. The
Centre has already rushed
additional companies of para-

military forces to be deployed on
ground zero to instill confidence
among the voters.
During the recently held Lok
Sabha polls the Union Territory
witnessed over 58 per cent voter
turnout across five Parliamentary
constituencies. The Election
Commission of India is aiming to
further improve the voter
percentage turnout during the
Assembly polls.
In the Jammu region, security
forces had also established initial
contact with a group of foreign
terrorists in the Kheri Mohra
Lathi & Danthal areas under the
jurisdiction of Budhal police
station, Rajouri, past midnight.
After a brief exchange of firing as
the security forces rushed
additional troops to cordon the
area the terrorists, taking
advantage of the inclement
weather, may have fled the area.
Residents in the area also claimed
heavy firing in the Lathi area of
Khwas around midnight.
In Srinagar, Chinar Corps while
confirming the Kkilling of two
terrorists in the Machhal sector of
Kupwara posted on X, "Two
terrorists have been eliminated in
the ongoing anti-infiltration
operation in general area
Machhal, Kupwara. Two AK-47
Rifles, one Pistol, four Hand
Grenades, and other war-like
stores were recovered". The troops
were still carrying out the searches
in the area to rule out the presence
of more infiltrators.

Continued on Page 2
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Delhl drowns, yet again

SAUMYA SHUKLA B NEW DELHI

Incessant rain since
Wednesday midnight in
Delhi and its neighbouring
areas led to a complete
collapse of city’s drainage
infrastructure causing severe
waterlogging and traffic
congestions in many parts of
the national Capital.

There were reports of tree
falling and power outages in
several areas. According to
reports from civic agencies,
most of the low-lying areas
and  underpasses  were
inundated with rainwater.
Visuals  showed  vehicles
struggling to negotiate heavily
waterlogged  roads  and
pedestrians wading through
ankle to knee-deep water on
most roads, with underpasses
almost completely submerged.
There was also the risk of an
overflow of sewers in many
areas.

The Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) received a total
of 34 calls regarding
waterlogging and tree falling
from different parts of the city
in 12 hours till 6 pm.

According to the India

Meteorological Department
(IMD), the  Safdarjung
Observatory,  the  city's
primary weather station,
recorded 77 mm of rainfall
bringing the total rainfall for
the monsoon season to 825.5
mm.
This figure has already
exceeded Delhi's annual
average rainfall of 762.3 mm.
According to Mahesh Palawat
of Skymet Weather Services,
Delhi's annual average rainfall
is 762.3 mm and the city has
already received 825.5 mm so
far.  August has  seen
unprecedented rainfall as the
number of rainy days shot up
to 25 which is the highest
number of rainy days reported
for the month in the last 13
years, according to IMD
record from 2011 to 2024.
There were 22 rainy days
reported in August 2012,
which is the second-highest
mark in this period.
Moreover, the month received
378.5 mm of rainfall, the city's
highest in 12 years, according
to the IMD, surpassing the
previous high of 321.4 mm
recorded in August 2013.
Continued on Page 2

Gujarat flooded with
merciless raing

PTI B AHMEDABAD

he situation in rain-battered

Gujarat improved slightly on
Thursday as the rainfall activity
subsided, but Vadodara and some other
parts of the State are still reeling under
a flood-like situation due to
overflowing rivers while the authorities
continue the rescue and relief
operations.
Rain-related incidents have claimed the
lives of 26 people in three days till
Wednesday, the authorities said earlier.
More than 18,000 people have been
relocated and around 1,200 people
rescued from flood-affected areas in
the state. In some cases, choppers were
used by the security forces to take
people to safer locations, State
Emergency Operation Centre (SEOC)
said in its latest update.
Vadodara, the worst-hit city due to
recent downpour, heaved a sigh of relief
as the water level of Vishwamitri river
has come down from 37 feet to 32 feet
in the morning. However, several low-
lying areas are still inundated.
The river had crossed the danger mark
of 25 feet on Tuesday morning
following heavy rains and the release of
water from Ajwa dam. In a post on X,
Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel said,
"Gujarat has been receiving incessant
rains for the last three days. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi called me up
today on the second straight day and
inquired about the situation." Modi
spoke to Patel for the second
consecutive day and took stock of the
situation.
He also asked the CM to ensure that
proper steps are taken to prevent the
spread of diseases post floods.

Continued on Page 2

Me Too travels from

Kolkata horror

gets murkler

Kerala to Tamil Nadu

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN B KOCHI

The MeToo controversy
rocking the Malayalam
film industry is set to spread
over to Tamil Nadu. Vishal
Reddy, popularly known as
Vishal to fans, said on
Thursday that the disclosures
would start surfacing in the
coming days. “This is not a
phenomenon confined to
Malayalam films alone. We
have many skeletons in the
cupboard which will tumble
out soon,” said Vishal in a
brief interaction with media
persons at Chennai. Vishal is
the president of Tamil Film
Producers Council.
Meanwhile, Siddique, veteran
Malayalam actor who had to
quit as general secretary of
Association of Malayalam
Movie Artists following
allegations by some actresses
that they were harassed by
him, was in for a shock on
Thursday as an young actress
filed a complaint against him
with  Thiruvaanthapuram
Police for rape and physical
assault.

“The incident took place in
2016 after the preview show
of a Malayalam film. After the
show was over Siddique asked
me to accompany him to
Mascot Hotel owned by
Kerala State Tourism
Development Corporation
where he sexually abused and

assaulted me,” said the actress
in her complaint.

The police inspected the hotel
and reportedly found that the
actress and Siddique had
stayed in the hotel on the day

she mentioned in the
complaint. If proved correct,
Siddique would get
imprisonment for seven
years. Actor and the CPI(M)
MLA Mukesh got a reprieve
from the Ernakulam District
and Sessions Judge who asked
the cops not to arrest the
actor till September 3.
Mukesh had approached the
court on Thursday morning
claiming that the allegations
were baseless and have been
made with ulterior motives.
But CPI(M)’s Kerala
leadership announced that
there was no need for Mukesh
to resign as the MLA.

“This is a mere charge and it is

for the police and court to
prove the authenticity of the
allegation. There were many
serious allegations of rape and
assault against Congress party
leaders in the past and none of
them had resigned. Why you
are singling out Mukesh?”
asked E P Jayarajan, convener,
Left Democratic Front and
one of the CPI(M)s top
leaders in Kerala.
CPI(M) ideologue MA Baby
with interests in Malayalam
film industry supported
Mukesh on Thursday and
other artists involved in the
cases.
Marxist leadership pointed
out that Congress MLA
Eldhose Kunnappillil had
raped a schoolteacher in the
capital city and had gone
underground for weeks to
evade arrest.

Continued on Page 2

SAUGAR SENGUPTA Il KOLKATA

The parents of the victim
lady doctor of RG Kar
Medical College Hospital
rejected the claims of the
Kolkata Police that the
portions of the seminar hall
where the body of the said
doctor was allegedly found in a
semi-nude condition had been
cordoned off and that the
outsiders were not allowed to
go near the place of
occurrence.

The lady doctor was allegedly
raped and murdered in the
early hours of August 9.

"First of all we deny and reject
the claim made by the Kolkata

Police that the place of
occurrence had been safely
cordoned off because when we
reached the place we found no
such cordon," said parents of
the doctor who was allegedly
raped and murdered in the
night of August 8, adding, "not
only we were kept waiting for
more than three hours before
we could see the body of our
daughter... but also when we
reached there we were told by
the staff at that hospital that
authorities were inspecting the
area before which we could not
be let in."

The mother of the victim said,
"They kept us, the parents of
the only child who was dead,

Womens participate in a raIIy to protest against the allegedr rape and murder of a
postgraduate trainee doctor, in Kolkata, on Thursday PTI

waiting for three hours but
they allowed outsiders to
vitiate the area leading to
destruction of evidence... now

we wonder what is left for the
CBI to find on the sport that
could shed light on the crime."
The parents also referred to the

bed sheet that was used to
cover victim's body
complaining how "the sheet
was changed thrice."
The mother of the victim
doctor said, "My daughter had
a red chaadar with her... which
was changed to blue and then
green... these three kinds of
sheets were on her on three
occasions... is this not an
example of destruction of
evidence... if it is now then
what is."
Meanwhile the audio tape of
the telephone call that went to
the victim's family for the first
time from the hospital on
August nine went viral.
Continued on Page 2

Adani outpaces Ambani in race to riches

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI

Billionaire Gautam Adani
with a net worth of ¥11.6
lakh crore is the richest
Indian. He has elbowed out
Mukesh Ambani to clinch the
top spot in 2024, according to
the Hurun India Rich list
released on  Thursday.
Moreover, a new billionaire is
being added every five days
this year as compared to last
year. Interestingly, 2024 had
the best for those people
whose zodiac sign is cancer,
followed by Gemini and Leo.
The number of billionaire in
India has reached 334 this

year, rising by 29 per cent as
compared to 2023.

Cancer  witnessed an
astonishing 84 per cent
increase in cumulative wealth.
Gemini follows closely, with a
notable 77 per cent increase

in wealth. In third place is
Leo, with a 68 per cent rise in
cumulative wealth.
Similarly, Sagittarius, with a
64 per cent wealth increase,
and Libra with 61 per cent are
also among the top five.
Capricorn saw a 58 per cent
increase in cumulative wealth
followed by Pisces with a 46
per cent increase. Aquarius
and Virgo share the eighth
spot, each with a 39 per cent
increase in wealth. Aries,
Scorpio, and Taurus occupy
the final spots, with wealth
increases of 34 per cent, 33
per cent, and 32 per cent,
respectively.

Continued on Page 2

supreme Court reprimands Telengana CM

PNS B NEW DELHI

Irked over Telangana Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy's
comments towards alleged
deal between the BJP and the
BRS for securing bail for BRS
leader K Kavitha in cases
linked to the alleged Delhi
excise policy scam, the
Supreme Court on Thursday
reprimanded him, saying
such statements might create
apprehensions in minds of
people. The top court
asked"why  should they
(politicians) drag the court in
political rivalry?".

The reprimand came as a
three-judge bench of Justices

BR Gavai, PK Mishra, and KV
Viswanathan was hearing a
plea seeking transfer of the
2015 cash-for-votes case
against the Chief Minister to
Madhya  Pradesh.  The
petitioners argued he could

influence  witnesses and
tamper with evidence.
" :
Have you read in the

newspaper what he said? Just
read what he has stated. What
sort of statement is this by a
responsible chief minister.
That might rightly create
apprehension in the minds of
people. Is this a kind of
statement which should be
made by a chief minister.
Continued on Page 2

Nitish Kumar’s dream for Jarasandh moves closer to reality

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M NEW DELHI

he  Bihar

panel,  headed

by
Yadav,

Nalanda district,

Government’s
ambitious plan to construct a
grand memorial for Jarasandh, a
key figure from the Mahabharata
and the ancient king of Magadha
with his capital at Girivraja
(modern-day Rajgir) at lush green
Rajgir wildlife sanctuary, has
taken a significant step forward.
Recently, the Central Wildlife
Union
Environment Minister Bhupendra
approved the project,
bringing it closer to realisation.
Situated in the protected area in
this project

existing park facilities.

capital Patna,

approval, many

condition.

as JP. Additionally, the project
envisions the construction of an
art gallery using prefabricated
materials and the renovation of

The project is part of the Jay
Prakash Udyan Park situated
within the sanctuary and officials
pin hopes that it is expected to
boost tourism given that it is
around 100 km from the State
and cultural
interest by highlighting Bihar’s
rich historical and mythological
heritage. Because of the want of
installed
structures are in dilapidated

Wwildlife

The

approximately 1.8436 hectares of
forest land within the Rajgir
Sanctuary for
installation of the statue and
historic murals, alongside the
construction of essential facilities
such as toilets, a cafeteria, and an
art gallery made of prefabricated
structures,” said the officials.
proposal
received recommendations from
the State Chief Wildlife Warden,
the State Board for Wildlife, and
the State Government.

According to the minutes of the
meeting of the NBWL, the Chief
Wildlife Warden noted that the
sanctuary was officially notified

the

has already flora

The

use,” said the minutes quoting the
Bihar Government officials about
the project being overseeing by
the Divisional Forest Officer of
the Nalanda Forest Division.
Following deliberations,

Standing
recommended the proposal with
the stipulation that the region's
and
undisturbed. The Rajgir Wildlife
Sanctuary is home to various
species, including wild boar,
cheetal, jungle fowl, porcupine,
hare, langur, monkey, and jackal.
central
emphasised that the legal status
of the land will remain as part of

the
Committee

remain

fauna

wildlife panel

which the final notification was
issued
established in 1979, has been in
use since its opening.

However, many of its structures
are now in disrepair. The planned
upgrades include the installation
of essential amenities such as
toilets,
platforms,
facilities, landscaping, and water
drainage systems.

These improvements are vital to
prevent further deterioration of
the park. “Upgrading the park is
aimed at
ecological,
historical aspects of Rajgir,” said

in 2017. The park,

benches,
water

seating
drinking

the
and

integrating
cultural,

includes the installation of an 18-
foot tall statue of Jarasandha,
various murals depicting his life
and achievements, as well as
tributes to great freedom fighter
and  socialist Lok Nayak
Jayprakash Narayan also known

Given that the project falls within
the Rajgir Wildlife Sanctuary, it
required extensive consideration
for wildlife clearance. The
Standing Committee of the
National Board for Wildlife,
which is the highest decision-

making body of the Central
Government for projects in
protected  sanctuaries  and
reserves, has now endorsed the
proposal. This approval signifies
that the project has met the

necessary environmental and
regulatory criteria, as confirmed
by an official from the Union
Environment Ministry.

“The State Government had

requested the diversion of

in 1978, with park development
commencing prior to that and
opening to the public in 1979.
“The ongoing renovation and
provision of basic amenities are
and
enhancing the park for public

crucial to maintaining

the sanctuary

purposes.
The project

and will
dedicated solely to eco-tourism

proponent
assured that no trees will be cut
down as the area falls within an
Eco-Sensitive Zone (ESZ) for

be officials. “This initiative will
bring the glory of ancient India to
the forefront, providing
educational opportunities for
park visitors and enhancing their
understanding of the region's
rich heritage,” he said.

has
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T N RAGHUNATHA H
MUMBAI

Amid continued protests
by the Opposition Maha
Vikass Aghadi (MVA) over the
sudden collapse of a 35-feet
tall statue of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj at Malvan
Sindhudurg district, the Indian
Navy and Maharashtra
Government on Thursday
announced the formation of a
joint technical committee
comprising Naval officials,
civil engineers and experts, to
investigate the cause of the
statue collapse and fix respon-
sibility for the mishap.

To be headed by the Indian
Navy, the technical committee
will comprise representatives
from the Maharashtra gov-
ernment, civil engineers and
experts, including the ones
from the Indian Institute of
Technology (ITT), Bombay, JJ
School of Art and renowned
sculptors from across the state.

Apart from into the cause and
circumstances leading to the
collapse of the imposing
Shivaji Statue inside Rajkot at
Malvan in Maharashtra’s
Sindhudrug district, the tech-
nical committee will also fix
responsibility for

The decision to constitute a
technical committee to inves-
tigate the Shivaji statue col-
lapse follows a joint meeting
that chief minister Eknath
Shinde held with the senior
Naval officials, his senior min-
isters, bureaucrats at his offi-
cial residence “Varsha” in
South Mumbai on Wednesday
night.

In a statement issued by the
state government, Shinde said
that he had asked the State
Piblic Works Department
(PWD) to set up a committee
comprising the nation’s best
sculptors; civil engineers,
expert officers and Navy offi-
cers for constructing a grand
and magnificent statue of

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
that portrays his achievements
in a best way.

“The collapse of the statue of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj is
unfortunate and the feelings
and emotions of the Maratha
warrior and Shiv Bhakts are
intense. Due care should be
taken by all of us so as to
ensure against recurrence of
such type of incidents in the
future,” Shinde said. .

In a separate statement issued
earlier in the day, the Indian
Navy was committed to assist-
ing in all measures to repair,
restore, and reinstate the stat-
ue at the earliest.

“The Statue was unveiled on
December 4, 2023 as part of
the Navy Day celebrations
conducted, for the first time,
in Sindhudurg, aimed at hon-
ouring the legacy of the
Maratha Navy and
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj
towards maritime defence and
security, and its historical link-

age with the modern Indian
Navy,” the Navy said in its
statement”The project was
conceptualised and steered by
the Indian Navy, in coordina-
tion with state govt which
also provided funding for
it.The Indian Navy remains
committed to assisting in all
measures to repair, restore, and
reinstate the statue at the ear-

liest,” the statement added.

It may be recalled that the 35-
feet tall statue of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj with a sword
in his hand at 12.30 pm on
August 26, within nine months
after it was unveiled by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
December 4, 2023 as part of
the Navy Day celebrations.

The collapse of Shivaji statue

has triggered a major political
uproar across the state, with
the Opposition MVA staging
protests across Maharashtra
demanding the resignations of
chief minister Eknath Shinde
and deputy chief ministers
Devendra Fadnavis and Ajit
Pawar. Ajit Pawar on
Wednesday publicly apolo-
gised to the “13 crore people
of Maharashtra” for the Shivaji
statue collapse.

Meanwhile, the Shiv Sena
(UBT), a constituent of the
Opposition Shiv Sena, staged
protests for the fourth con-
secutive day. Shiv Sena
(UBT)’s deputy leader and
party spokesperson Sushma
Andhare led the protest mor-
cha in Pune on Thursday.
Talking to media persons,
Andhare hit out at senior BJP
leader and MP Narayan Rane
for resorting to “intimidation
tactics” and handing threats to
the media, police and the
opposition leaders” when the

nation 02

Technical panel appointed to probe Shivaji statue collapse

MVA workers staged a protest
in Malvan on Malwan.

“The language used by Rane
displayed his character... He
was intimidating the media
persons, the police and the
Opposition leaders carrying
out a peaceful protest at the
Rajkot Fort. His sole intention
is to spoil the communal
atmosphere in the state and
create disturbances,” Andhare
said.

She questioned Deputy chief
minister Devendra Fadnavis of
the ruling BJP if it was he who
had asked Rane and his cheap
hoodlums to indulge in a
ruckus ar Rajkot fort and quell
any formsof public protests in
Sindhudurg to create caste-
communal divides in the state.
“If anything untoward hap-
pens, then it is only Fadnavis
who will be responsible as the
state home minister. We
demand that Rane should be
booked and arrested for dis-
turbing peace and fomenting

violence there,” Andhare said..
Rane’s supporters virtually
clashed with the MVA work-
ers at Malvan's Malvan fort. So
heated was the atmosphere at
the Rajkot fort at Malvan that
the workers of the BJP and the
rival MVA elbowed one anoth-
er and shouted fierce slogans
against each other. At one
stage, Rane snatched the mic
of a television journalist cap-
turing the developments at
Rajkot.

Andhare said that despite
tough efforts by the
Sindhudurg Police, Rane and
his supporters proved to be
uncontrollable as they staged
a siege and prevented the
MVA leaders like leaders of
Opposition in the State
Assembly Vijay Wadettiwar,
his counterpart from the State
Council Ambadas Danve,
NCP (SP) state President
Jayant Patil, SS (UBT)’s Aditya
Thackeray and others from
entering the Rajkot Fort.

BJP advocates putting up
party face against Kejriwal
ahead of Assembly polls

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

Ahead of the February
assembly election, a section
of the Delhi BJP has been
advocating for putting up a
party face to challenge the
Aam Aadmi Party convenor
and Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal.

In the 2020 Assembly elec-

tions, the BJP contested against
AAP without a leader as the
CM face of the party.
In the election, the BJP was
routed by the AAP, which
emerged victorious on 62 of the
70 seats in the Assembly.

“The debate over the issue has
already begun with several
senior leaders thinking that the
BJP will benefit if it goes to poll
with a face to challenge
Kejriwal and AAP. They have
already conveyed their senti-
ments to the national leaders in
this regard,” said a top leader of
Delhi BJP.

Other leaders proposed several
names who could be flagbear-

ers of the party’s agenda.

“It could be anyone of the
prominent leaders of the party
like the MPs Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri, Bansuri Swaraj or
Manoj Tiwari, or state presi-
dent Virendra Sachdeva, for-
mer MP Parvesh Verma or
Leader of Opposition in the
Assembly Vijender Gupta,” said
another senior Delhi BJP
leader.The entire party rallying
behind one leader will give a
message of “unity” and also
streamline campaigning for
the polls, he claimed.

The BJP fought the 2015 Delhi
Assembly polls with Kiran Bedi
as its Chief Ministerial candi-
date but failed miserably, a
Delhi BJP leader opposed to
the idea pointed out.

Not only Bedi lost from
Krishna Nagar seat, but the
party also was “crushed” by the
AAP, which won 67 of 70 seats.
According to the section, the
debate is still open and the
national leadership will take a
decision on later on.

Bharat Dojo
vatra coming
soon, says Rahul

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi on Thursday
shared a video on martial arts
sessions held at campsites of his
east to west Bharat Jodo Nyay
Yatra earlier this year and said
a “Bharat Dojo Yatra” is com-
ing soon. Dojo broadly refers
to a training hall or school for
martial arts.

“During the Bharat Jodo Nyay
Yatra, as we journeyed across
thousands of kilometers, we
had a daily routine of practic-
ing jiu-jitsu every evening at
our campsite. What began as a
simple way to stay fit quickly
evolved into a community
activity, bringing together fel-
low yatris and young martial
arts students from the towns
where we stayed,” Rahul

Gandhi said in a social media
post along with the video of the
sessions.

“Our goal was to introduce
these young minds to the beau-
ty of the ‘Gentle Art’ a harmo-
nious blend of meditation, Jiu-
Jitsu, Aikido, and non-violent
conflict resolution techniques,’
the leader of opposition in the
Lok Sabha said.

“We aimed to instill in them
the value of transforming vio-
lence into gentleness, giving
them the tools to build a more
compassionate and safer soci-
ety; Rahul Gandhi said.

On this National Sports Day, he
said he wants to share his
experience with the people,
hoping to inspire some of them
to take up the practice of the
“gentle art”. “P.S.: Bharat Dojo
Yatra is coming soon,” Rahul
Gandhi added.

Jammu or Kashmir...

From Page 1

According to a Chinar Corps
spokesman, another terrorist
was eliminated in the
Tangdhar area of Kupwara.
The operation was still in
progress till the time of filing

the report.
In Jammu, Senior
Superintendent of Police

Joginder Singh visited the
border belt of RS Pura-Arnia
including Border Police
Posts (BPP’s) & reviewed the
operational  preparedness
along the border grid.

Police have recently
deployed more newly trained
jawans in various border
villages across the Jammu
region to bolster the anti-
infiltration ~ and  anti-
terrorism  grid. Besides,
Village Defence  Group
committees have been
strengthened to further
augment the border grid.
The Jammu and Kashmir
police have established 19
special counterterror units,
each headed by a Dy SP, in 8

terror-hit districts of Jammu.
These teams will remain
stationed and will conduct
counterterror  operations
alongside looking after
routine crime in the areas.

The units have been set up in
the areas that witnessed

terror attacks in recent
months across the Jammu
province.

According to official sources,
these units will remain
stationed at Latti and
Panchari of Udhampur
district. Malhar, Bani of
Kathua district.
Pouni/Ransoo, Mabhore,

Chassana, Gulabgarh, and
Passana of Reasi district.
Dessa/Kastigarh, Assar of

Doda district.Dachhan,
Drabshalla of Kishtwar
district. Ramsoo,

Chanderkote/Batote
Sangaldan/Dharamkund of
Ramban district. Kalakote of

Rajouri district,
Baffliaz/Behramgalla,
Mandi/Loran, Gursai of

Poonch district.

Mamata Govt to bring Iaw death penalty to rape convicts

SAUGAR SENGUPTA B KOLKATA

The Bengal Government has
convened a special two-day
Assembly  Session  on
September 2 where it will get a
stringent anti-rape law passed

senior Bengal Minister
Sovandeb Chattopadhyay on
Thursday said.

“A Bill will be passed mandat-
ing capital punishment for a
convicted rapist,”
Chattopadhyay said. Assembly
Speaker Biman Banerjee too
said that the Bill would be
brought for discussion Monday
and would be passed on
Tuesday.

The State Cabinet had already
cleared the tabling of the Bill
inside sources said.

Earlier Chief Minister who
was under tremendous pres-
sure from the civil society and
the citizenry for her
Government’s alleged shoddy
handling of the RG Kar med-
ical College lady doctor rape
and murder case told a
Trinamool Congress students’
rally that her Government
would convene a special session
and bring a stringent anti-rape

law with death sentence for the
rape convicts.

“I wrote Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for brining
similar laws but the Centre
brought some Sanhitas or
things like that ... what use in
bringing weak laws ... Now we
will bring stringent laws giving
death sentence to the rapists
who are convicted ... we will
also ensure fast track trial,” she
said leading to a widespread
criticism among the civil soci-
ety members and the lawyers
who said that there were
already stringent laws in place.
“The only issue is implemen-
tation of such laws and the
Government’s intention to act
tough,” senior lawyers of
Calcutta High Court said.
Meanwhile, reports came in
from South Dinajpur of a
minor girl being raped. “The
girl was first raped and then
murder was attempted, police
sources said adding the accused
had been arrested.

The girl is a Class V student at
a school in Bangshihari village
of South Dinajpur district in
North Bengal. She was alleged-
ly raped by a miscreant on

Wednesday midnight, ‘police
said adding, “her parents were

alerted by her screams ... when
her mother went to her room
someone pushed her aside and
fled ... she is presently admit-
ted in Gangarampur Super
Specialty Hospital” Her moth-
er said the miscreant tried to
kill her.

Meanwhile, the junior doctors
protesting of Kolkatas RG
Kar Medical College Hospital
put up a brave front daring
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Thursday to take
whatever action she wanted to

take against them insisting
they would in no condition
withdraw their strike until
justice was delivered to the
victim lady doctor who was
allegedly raped and murdered
in the intervening night of
August 8 and 9.

“The Chief Minister has indi-
rectly threatened us with
action ... or FIR or similar
things ... but we are not scared
because we are fighting with
our back against the wall ... it
is now or never ... we are fight-
ing for justice for our dead
colleague and we are deter-

mined to take that ... we are
doing nothing 1llegal ...S0 10
amount of pressure or threat
from anyone including the
Chief Minister will be shake
us,” a striking doctor on
Thursday said.

This even as the Chief
Minister ate her words writing
on the X handle that her
words were being misinter-
preted as she had never threat-
ened the doctors but request-
ed them to join work.

“Let me most emphatically
clarify that I have not uttered
a single word against the
[medical etc.] students or
their movements. I totally
support their movement.
Their movement is genuine. I
never threatened them, as
some people are accusing me
of doing. This allegation is
completely false,” Banerjee
wrote.

Asking the doctors to with-
draw cease work Banerjee had
on Wednesday said that “the
Supreme Court has given
powers to the State
Governments to take action ...
but I am not registering any
FIR as this might spoil the

young doctors’ careers ... they
may not get visa for studymg
abroad ... but I request them
to join back duty as the con-
tinuous cease work is affect-
ing the poor people the most.”
She also wrote that she had
not incited the Trinamool
Congress to attack the oppo-
sition workers saying she was
only targeting the BJP and
none else. “I have spoken
against BJP. I have spoken
against them because, with the
support of the Government of
India, they are threatening the
democracy in our State and
trying to create anarchy. With
support from the Centre, they
are trying to create lawlessness
and I have raised my voice
against them.”

Referring to the bandh called
by the BJP and the Tuesday’s
march by some rightwing
students;” groups to the State
secretariat Nabanna demand-
ing her resignation Banerjee
had on Wednesday asked her
party men to sometimes bark
at the opposition if not bite
them adding, “I don’t have to
say what you need to do
now.”
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As rains lashed the city, office
goers and commuters faced a
hard time as they had to wade
through knee deep water with
heavy traffic witnessed at
several areas where the
vehicles were seen crawling.
Many  areas  including
Shankar  Vihar, Delhi
Cantonment, Sainik Farms,
Mehrauli-Badarpur road,
ITO, Geeta Colony and area
around MCD Civic Centre
between GB Pant Hospital
and Delhi Gate were severely
submerged in water.

Other areas such as Kalindi

Kunj, Delhi-Gurugram
border, Sarai Kale Khan,
Dhaula Kuan and GT Karnal
Road, among others,

witnessed traffic jams for
more than an hour. Besides,
traffic congestion was also
reported from North Campus
of Delhi University and some
areas of east Delhi.

Delhiites expressed their
frustration as reaching their
workplace became a hassle
amid trying to wade through
the waterlogged streets. A 22
year old Suraj Bahuguna said,
“I commute daily from
Badarpur to Noida for work,
and the monsoon months of
July and August have been
especially challenging due to
severe waterlogging in my

Kolkata horror...
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A popular Bengali channel showed how a woman calling up
the parents of the doctor asking them to rush to the hospital

“as she is seriously ill”

When the father of the victim doctor called back asking as
to what had happened to her daughter they asked him to
rush to the hospital quickly as she was seriously ill and had
been carried to the Emergency. Subsequently a third phone
call came from the same number from the same woman who
got herself identified as the Assistant Superintendent of the
Hospital who said, “now I have to tell you that I am the

Assistant Super speaking ...

it seems that your daughter has

committed suicide so you have to come quickly to the

hospital”

Me Too travels from Kerala...
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“But the Congress leadership instead of taking action against him, in 29were seen saving him

from arrest and legal proceedings,” said a CPI(

M) leader.

The complaint filed by Sreelekha Mitra against director Ranjith which opened a can of worms
reached new heights as the Special Investigation Team probing the case called on Joshy Jose,
another movie director to whom the former had confided about the incident.

The sexual abuse about which Tamil actor Vishal mentioned on Thursday brought back the
memories of popular play back singer Chinmayi Sripaada against lyricist and Padma Bhushan
awardee Vairamuthu in 2018. Thiugh there were many more allegations of sexual abuse against
Vairamuthu, no action has been taken against him.
The controversies against film personalities has caused a vertical split in the LDF as the CPI
leaders were unanimous in their demand that Mukesh should quit as MLA and face probe. But
the CPI(M) leadership os of the view that one need not give any importance to the CPI. “They
keep on barking but they will not bite,” said a senior CPI(M) leader.

Gujarat flooded with...
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“He expressed concern over
the floods in Vishwamitri
river and wanted to know
about what relief and rescue
measures are being taken for
people of Vadodara,” the CM
said. The PM took stock of
the relief measures in all the
districts of the state and
assured all help to the state.
He also instructed that
proper measures for
cleaning be taken to ensure
that diseases do not spread
after floods, Patel added. In
the 24 hours ending 6 am,

Bhanvad in Devbhumi
Dwarka district recorded
295 mm rainfall, while

Abdasa in Kutch received

Twenty talukas in Gujarat
received over 100 mm
rainfall during this period,
official data said. Mandvi
taluka in Kutch recorded
101 mm rainfall in four
hours ending 10 am. The
India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has
given a warning of heavy
rains in the coastal areas of
Saurashtra and Kutch on

Thursday.

Teams of Army, National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF), its state
counterpart SDRF along

with local administration
are engaged in relief and
rescue operations in the
most-affected districts of

Supreme Court reprimands Telengana...
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A constitutional functionary
is speaking in this manner?
“Why should they drag
court in political rivalry? Do
we  pass orders on
consultations with political
parties. We are not bothered
by politicians or if anybody
criticises our orders. We do
our duty as per conscience
and oath,” a three-judge
bench headed by Justice B R
Gavai told senior advocate
Mukul Rohatgi, appearing

for Reddy.
In an interaction with
mediapersons, Reddy on

Tuesday had said there are
doubts over MLC Kavitha
getting bail in five months

a fact that BRS worked for
the victory of the BJP in the
2024 LS polls . There is also
talk that Kavitha got bail
because of the deal between
BRS and BJP” he had
alleged. The apex court said
it a fundamental duty to
have mutual respect for
institutions and maintain
arm’s distance.

The top court said it a
fundamental duty to have
mutual respect for
institutions and maintain
arm’s distance. The bench
said, “We always say we will
not interfere in the
legislature, then that is
expected from them also. Do
we pass orders on political

BRS MLA Guntakandla
Jagadish Reddy and three
others, sought transfer of
trial saying the Telangana
chief minister has been
publicly making statements
on the case’Only on
apprehension, how can we
entertain...If we entertain
such petitions, we will be

disbelieving our judicial
officers,” the bench
observed. Sundaram

submitted that Telangana
chief minister is himself the
home minister. “There is a
rule of natural justice that
no person should be a judge
in his own cause,” he argued.
The bench then said it will
pass orders to appoint an

area. The traffic congestion | 276 mm, while Kalyanpur in Vadodara, Dwarka, | when Manish Sisodia got it considerations?,” independent public

caused by this is another | Devbhumi Dwarka Jamnagar, Rajkot and Kutch, | after 15 months and Senior Advocate C Aryama prosecutor to  inspire
major headache” witnessed 263 mm rainfall. officials said. Kejriwal is yet to get it. “It is Sundaram, appearing for confidence.

A[Ia“i ﬂ“ll]aces rising value of his holdings had pegged Adani’s fortunes Zeptos co-founders Kaivalya crore, according to the days throughout 2023.
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Aml]al" I“ I'ace fortune estimated at Rs Indian then. Shiv Nadar and were the youngest on the list wealth grew the fastest at days in 2023, and the non-
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Overall, Cancer leads in
terms of wealth growth,
Gemini tops the list in total
contribution, representing
9.9 per cent of the richest
individuals on the list.

The youngest on the 2024
Hurun India rich list is
Kaivalya Vohra (21) of
Zepto and his co-founder
Aadit Palicha, 22, is the
second youngest in the list.
For the first time, actor Shah
Rukh Khan made his debut
on the list owing to the

7,300 crore, which was much
higher than business partner
Juhi Chawla with Rs 4,600
crore networth secured
second place among the
entertainers.

In 2023’s report, Adani’s
wealth declined by 57 per
cent to Rs 4.74 lakh crore,
and Ambani was way ahead
with a fortune of Rs 8.08
lakh crore. It can be noted
that  Adani’s  networth
declined sharply following
various allegations levelled
by US-based short seller
Hindenburg Research. The
conglomerate has denied all
the allegations.

In the 2014 edition, Hurun

family of HCL gained one
spot to be the third richest
with a networth of Rs 3.14
lakh crore, while Serum
Institute of India’s Cyrus
Poonawalla slipped by one
notch to the fourth position
with a networth of Rs 2.89
lakh crore in 2024. Sun
Pharmaceuticals’ Dilip
Shanghvi continued his
ascent on the list, securing
the fifth richest tag against

sixth last year with a
networth of Rs 2.50 lakh
crore.

Radha Vembu of Zoho was
the wealthiest among self-
made women with a fortune
of Rs 47,500 crore, while

with a networth of Rs 3,600
crore and Rs 4,300 crore,
respectively.

The list, which captures
Indians having a networth of
over Rs 1,000 crore, grew by
220 individuals to 1,539
people in 2024. The
cumulative wealth has seen a
46 per cent jump in the year.

Interestingly, 16
professionals also made it to
the list with  Arista
Networks’ chief executive
Jayshree Ullal being the
wealthiest at Rs 32,100 crore
and followed by D-mart
chief executive Ignatius
Navil Noronha at Rs 6,900

566 per cent in the 2024 list,
while Ambani and Adani
had the biggest growth by
quantum, the list said.

Meanwhile, the Congress
attacked the Centre, alleging
that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s “billionaire
raj’ is more unequal than
even the British Raj and it is
also the cornerstone of the
government’s economic
policy-making. Congress
general secretary in-charge
communications Jairam
Ramesh shared on X a media
report which cited the
Hurun India Rich List to
state that India created a
new billionaire every five

biological Prime Minister’s
closest friend is the foremost
among them all,” Ramesh

said on X. “Modi’s
Billionaire Raj is more
unequal than even the
British Raj. But it is also the
cornerstone of the
government’s economic

policy-making,” he alleged.
This is why, at a time when
countries across the world
are coalescing around the
idea of a global billionaire
tax, the Indian government
has been conspicuously
silent and continues to
remain blind to rapidly
increasing economic
inequalities, Ramesh said.
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Waterlogged road in New Delhi on Thursday

Traffic jam in New Delhi on Thursday

Record 100 mm rainfall
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GURUGRAM

With the Gurugram
recording 100 mm of
rainfall on Thursday morning,
the residents were seen helpless
and multiple stretches across
city turned into a river.
However, officials claimed that
efforts are on to clear water-
logging. Power outages were
also reported from different
areas of the city.

A few hours of rain caused
heavy water logging on multi-
ple stretches across the district.
Both vehicular traffic and
pedestrian movement have
been disrupted due to water-
logging on several roads.
Commuters faced huge prob-

lems due to rainwater.Morning
rush hour traffic was affected
and the police struggled to keep
the vehicles moving.

Also, 3-4 feet of water accu-
mulated on several city roads
while the rainwater was also
seen in the city’s industrial
area in Sector-37, Sector-34,
Khandsa and Wazirabad. The
rain started at around 4 am on
Thursday and it turned into a
heavy downpour till 9.30
am.Traffic movement on the
Delhi-Jaipur-Mumbai highway
was severely hit due to water-
logging.

Nearly 70 percent of the city
was submerged in an average of
3 feet of water with the worst-
hit areas being Signature Tower
Chowk, Hanuman Chowk

(Udyog Vihar), Narsinghpur
(NH-48), Haldiram towards
Manesar, Basai Road,
Nathupur, Z Chowk near Huda
City Centre Metro Station,
Bilaspur Chowk, Dronacharya
Metro Station, Iffco Metro
Station, Galleria Market Road,
Mayfield Garden Chowk,
Sector-12 Chowk, Mini
Secretariat, Sector-21/22 T-
point, Medicity T-point, Bus
Stand Road, Sanjay Gram
Road, Basai Road and Sheetla
Mata Road. With heavy rain
lashing the city since the early
hours on Thursday, several
parts of the district were inun-
dated, and water also entered
several houses in Sector 7,
Sector 4, Malibu Town, Anjna
Colony, Saraswati Enclave,

Sheetla Colony, Rajiv Colony,
Ashok Vihar, Palam Vihar and
Sushant Lok.

The Gurugram resident took to
social media to describe their
anguish and held responsible
the local authority due for this
huge mess. People were seen
taking selfies in the water log-
ging area. Several residents
took to Twitter to share their
experiences and posted photos
of waterlogging and traffic
jams. Office-goers in the city,
too, faced a lot of inconve-
nience due to traffic disrup-
tions.

“We have improved upon our
city infrastructure in last three
years, which kept the city run-
ning even during the heavy
downpour. We will learn from

sinks Gurugram

our experiences and ensure
that areas and junctions which
experienced waterlogging, can
be improved upon for the
future,” a civic body official
added”I would like to say the
district administration,
Gurugram, stop fooling the
residents of Gurugram and
must start work on the ground.
A few kilometres of travelling
turned into hours which is
ridiculous,” Ajay Chauhan, a
resident of Sector-31, said.
“1,000 plus traffic personnel
have been deployed at major
junctions for traffic operations.
We also coordinated with the
civic authorities to drain out
the water for smooth traffic
movement,;” said Virender Vij,
DCP (traffic).

"Traffic cops to re-launch upgraded
version of Traffic Sentinel app
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elhi Lieutenant

Governor(LG)Vinai
Kumar Saxena has directed
Delhi Traffic Police to re-
launch the modified and
upgraded version of the Traffic
Sentinel Mobile App “as
“Traffic Prahari” starting
September 1, which serves as a
platform for the common cit-
izens to report traffic/parking
violations and thus helps in reg-
ulating city traffic. It aims at
enhancing people’s participa-
tion in the management of
traffic as direct stakeholders.
Citizens will now be able to
complain of traffic violations,
help the police track them and
contribute to managing traffic
in the city, Raj Niwas officials
said.
Traffic Sentinel scheme (TSS)
is a unique scheme where com-
mon citizens act as the eyes and
ears of Delhi Traffic Police
and help reduce the number of
traffic violations on roads by
reporting the same to the
police. To further encourage
citizens’ participation, the LG
asked the Delhi Traffic Police
to introduce monthly rewards

system for the “Traffic Prahari”
As part of this, a first reward of
Rs 50,000, 2ndreward of Rs
25,000, 3rdreward of Rs 15,000
and 4threward of Rs 10,000 will
be given every month to the top
04 performers, based on the
points earned through their
activities and reporting of traf-
fic violations. The first month-
ly rewards would be distributed
in the first week of October,
after analyzing the activities of
the “Traftic Praharis” through
the month of September.

The LG said Traffic Praharis
Scheme would provide the
aware citizens with an oppor-
tunity to participate with Delhi
Traffic Police in maintaining
the city traffic and preventing

B
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traffic violations. He said this
would additionally provide
avenues of income to the peo-
ple as well as contribute con-
structively and significantly in
governance and earn. He said
the effectiveness of the scheme
would be reviewed after six
months and based on the
results, the monthly rewards
would also be accordingly
enhanced so as to encourage
more participation of the peo-
ple.

Saxena exuded confidence
that this model of citizens’
participation would prove
effective in creating awareness
about citizen’s rights and
responsibilities while being the
partners of the government

Shiahbad Dairy BJP Gouncillor joins AAP
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Days after five AAP coun-
cilors switched their loy-
alties and joined BJP on
Sunday, Shahbad Dairy
Councilor Ramchandra on
Thursday re-joined the AAP
and said that it was his biggest
mistake to join the BJP.

This comes a day after the
Municipal Secretary
announced that elections for
the MCD’s 12 ward committees
will be held on September 4.
AAP in a statement said, “The
BJP, which tricked an AAP
councilor into joining its party,
got a big blow on Thursday as
Councilor Ramchandra from
Ward No. 28, who left the
AAP after being misled by the
BJP, returned to his party”
On his rejoining, Ramchandra
said that he realized his wrong
decision and met senior lead-
ers of the AAP including for-
mer Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia, Rajya Sabha
MPs Sanjay Singh and Dr.
Sandeep Pathak and expressed
his desire to return to his fam-
ily. “Joining the BJP was my big
mistake, but now I want to
return to his family and correct
this mistake,” he said.
Welcoming the Councillor
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back into the party fold,
Manish Sisodia tweeted, “T met
old AAP colleague and former
Bawana Vidhan Sabha MLA
Ramchandra . Today he has
returned to his Aam Aadmi
family”

The AAP councilor said that he
has returned after getting a
dream of AAP supremo Arvind
Kejriwal. “I am Ramchandra, a
small soldier of the AAP. I
made the wrong decision, but
I have returned to my family
again. Last night, our Chief
Minister came in my dream
and reprimanded me saying
that Ramchandra get up and go
and meet Manish (Sisodia) ,
Gopal Rai , Sandeep (Pathak)
and all the leaders; go and meet
your workers in the area and
work?”

He added that he will never

# o

leave AAP and said that he has
taken an oath to never be mis-
led by anyone in the future.
Chander’s return could have
implications in the upcoming
ward committee elections, par-
ticularly in the Narela Zone.
Chander was one of two AAP
councillors from the Narela
Zone who had defected to the
BJP, giving the BJP a majority
in the ward. With Chander
back in AAP, the Narela ward
is likely to see a tie in the
upcoming ward committee
elections, as both parties may
now have an equal number of
votes. The ward committee
elections are important because
12 of the 18 members of the
Standing Committee, which
serves as the MCD’s financial
backbone, are elected during
these elections.

Lawyer files complaint
with Delhi Police against
Mamata for inciting remarks
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Alawyer has filed a com-
plaint with the Delhi Police

on Thursday against West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee for her remarks at a
Trinamool Chhatra Parishad
event, alleging they were
provocative and inciting state-
ments.

The complaint, filed by Vineet
Jindal, a practising lawyer at the
Supreme Court, to the Delhi
Police Commissioner Sanjay
Arora is against Banerjee’s state-
ment on Wednesday where she
reportedly said, “Remember, if
Bengal burns, then Assam,
Bihar, Jharkhand, Odisha, and
Delhi will also burn”It is clear
that this statement is instigating,
provocative, and antinational
in nature. Her words are intend-
ed to create hatred and enmity
between different groups on
the basis of region, which is
prejudicial to the maintenance
of harmony. As the Chief
Minister of a state in the Union
of India, she holds significant
influence over the public,” he
said.

He added that the seriousness of
her statement is amplified by her
position as Chief Minister, where
she controls the administrative
and law enforcement authorities
in West Bengal. “Her words
clearly indicate a willingness to
misuse her power to create
unstoppable unrest in the state
and other parts of the country,”
Jindal alleged. “Given the insti-
gating and provocative nature of
her statement, which intends to
create disharmony and foster
hatred and enmity among the
masses of India, as she men-
tioned the name of Delhi in her
statement as one of the states, [
being a resident of Delhi respect-
fully request that an FIR be
lodged under Sections 152, 192,
196, and 353 of the BNS against
Mamata Banerjee.

Innovative ideas shared at
workshop on pre-incubation
entrepreneurship
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Amity Foundation for
Science Technology &
Innovation Alliances (AFS-
TIA), Amity University Noida
organised a Workshop on “Pre-
Incubation Entrepreneurship
(PIE) Development
Programme” in collaboration
with Indian National Space
Promotion and Authorisation
Centre, Department of Space
(IN-SPACe).

The IN-SPACe PIE programme
is designed for aspiring space
entrepreneurs and individuals
with innovative ideas in the
space sector who are seeking
early-stage support and men-
torship to develop their con-
cepts into viable businesses.
More than 1000 participants
from Delhi/NCR Universities
and institutions joined the
workshop, including IIT Delhi,
Jawaharlal Nehru University,
Delhi Technological University
and National Institute of
Technology, to name a few.
Delivering the Keynote
Address, Dr Vinod Kumar,
Director, Promotion
Directorate, IN-SPACe ,
averred “On November 20,
1967, India’s first Indigenous
Sounding Rocket, Rohini-75
was launched which marked a
new beginning for the Indian

Space Industry.

Under the visionary leadership
of our Prime Minister, the
Government initiated Space
Sector reforms and formed
and autonomous body, Indian
National Space Promotion and
Authorization Centre, IN-
SPACe on June 24, 2020, which
enables private entities to carry
out end-to-end space activities.
Welcoming the guests, Prof
(Dr) Balvinder Shukla, Vice
Chancellor, Amity University,
Uttar Pradesh, said, “The work-
shop serves as a one-stop solu-
tion for participants to explore
the entire journey from
ideation to commercialization
in starting a start-up or pursu-
ing entrepreneurship. Space
Technology is an important
sector for Viksit Bharat@ 2047
and Chandrayaan’s landing on
the South Pole of the moon has
proved India’s potential in the
Space Sector”

SAUMYA SHUKLA ® NEW DELHI

low-floor cluster blue bus

with around 50 passengers
onboard was completely gutted
after it caught fire in east
Delhi’s Jagatpuri area near A
block bus stand on Thursday.
According to the police, no
passengers were injured. DCP
Shahdara Surendra Choudhary
said, “On Thursday at 9.48 am,
we received a PCR call at
Jagatpuri police station about a
cluster bus burning at A block
bus stand in Jagatpuri. After
reaching the spot, it is found
that fire broke out in a blue
colour cluster bus.”
He added that as the vehicle is
a CNG air-conditioned bus,
there was a danger of fire
spreading. “So the area was cor-
doned off and about 40 pas-
sengers were rescued. Three
fire tenders reached at the spot
immediately and extinguished
the fire} DCP stated, adding
that no one was injured and no
causality was reported. The
bus was plying on route 340,
from Central Secretariat to
Seemapuri. The probable cause
of the fire was short-circuit in
the AC system, he added.
The Delhi Integrated Multi-
Modal Transit System Limited
(DIMTS) monitors and man-
ages cluster buses. An inquiry
has been ordered, transport

-
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department officials said and
added that the bus will be
examined by the manufactur-
er to determine what caused
the fire.

Reacting to the news, Delhi
Transport Minister Kailash
Gabhlot said, “This bus was not
very old and only four years
old.

We will conduct an investiga-
tion to know the reason for the
fire. We will hundred percent
get to the root cause of the inci-
dent. We stand committed to
the safety of passengers. We will
surely come down very heavi-
ly on those responsible at any
level”

Another officer added, “It is a
matter of concern that a rela-
tively new bus caught fire. The
fire started from the back por-
tion and despite efforts by the
driver and the conductor to
extinguish it, it spread.”
Station officer of Delhi Fire

Cluster bus with 50 passengers

catches fire, no casualties reported

Services (DFS) Anoop Singh
said a call was received around
9.40 am about the incident and
three fire tenders were sent to
the spot. It is suspected that an
electrical short-circuit in the
vehicle’s air conditioning sys-
tem may have caused the fire,
Singh said.

Eyewitness Surender Bhola said
a biker noticed smoke coming
out of the bus engine and
alerted the driver, who imme-
diately stopped the vehicle and
instructed the passengers to get
off.

The incident caused a massive
traffic jam at the Jagatpuri
crossing, affecting other com-
muters. “Traffic is affected on
New Rohtak Road in the car-
riageway from Kamal T-Point
towards Punjabi Bagh due to a
fire in a Cluster Bus on Zakhira
Flyover. Commuters are
advised to avoid the stretch,” it
said in a post on X.

DU welcomes new

batch of UG students for

academic session 2024-25
;
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Vibrant posters, anti-rag-
ging campaigns and sig-
nature drives welcomed the
new batch of undergraduate
students as classes for the 2024-
25 academic session com-
menced at Delhi University
on Thursday. The roads around
the North Campus were
bustling with heavy traffic as
excited students, along with
their parents, flocked to the col-
leges.

Outside the colleges, several
police personnel were deployed
to prevent any untoward inci-
dent, while, inside, volunteers
and senior students warmly
greeted the freshers with
chocolates and flowers. Iam
very happy to have finally
made it to the college of my
choice, Anjali, a student who
has secured admission in the
BA (Hons) English programme
at Hansaj College, said.

“I was quite tense when the
CUET results were delayed. I
was eager to start college life.
My first impression of the col-
lege is good and I hope it con-
tinues to be so,” she added.
Radha Saini, mother of anoth-
er student Udhai Saini who will
be pursuing BA (Hons)
Economics at Hansraj College,
said, “We are happy that our

{'. r!’ I ‘l ] Ranjan Dimri
child has been admitted here.
It’s a nice college and I hope he
studies well”.

Over 65,000 students have
secured admissions in various
undergraduate programmes
across Delhi University’s 69 col-
leges this year. More than 1,500
undergraduate programmes,
with a total of 71,600 sanc-
tioned seats, are available at the
university. Admissions are still
ongoing, with a third round
scheduled to admit students
through performance-based
programmes and supernu-
merary quotas, including those
for children and widows of
armed forces personnel (CW),
extra-curricular activities
(ECA) and sports.

Students have time until
August 30 to accept their allo-
cated college and course com-
bination by paying the required
fees on the Delhi University’s
CSAS portal for admissions.

NDMC to provide
free tea and snacks
to its field staff

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

In a first, the New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC)
has decided to provide free tea
and snacks to its field staff
across various departments.
This initiative is aimed at sup-
porting over 5,000 employees,
including sweepers, garden-
ers, ‘beldars’ (groundsmen)
and linemen from the electric-
ity department among others,
according to an official.

The official added the decision
is on the same lines as practiced
in the police and paramilitary
forces where the personnel
working during the odd hours
receive free refreshments. “Our
field workers, like sweepers,
start their duties as early as 4
am to ensure that streets are
clean before the traffic begins.
At that time, finding food or tea
is challenging, so this is a
commendable step,” the official
said.

According to the official, this
initiative makes the NDMC the
first municipal body in India to
implement such a program
and the provision of free tea
and snacks is a gesture of
appreciation and support for
the dedication of these work-
ers, who often work in difficult
conditions. Asked about the
implementation details, the
official did not divulge details.
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PM Modi to lay stone for 376,000 cr
Vadhvan Port in Maharashtra today

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday will lay the

foundation stone of Vadhvan
Port worth over Rs 76,000
crore during his visit to
Maharashtra. It aims to estab-
lish a world-class maritime
gateway that will boost the
country’s trade and economic
growth by catering to large con-
tainer vessels, offering deeper
drafts, and accommodating
ultra-large cargo ships.

Giving details of his visit,
Prime  Minister’s  Office
(PMO) said here on
Thursday, Prime Minister
Modi will visit Mumbai and
Palghar in Maharashtra. He
will address Global Fintech
Fest (GFF) 2024 at the Jio
World Convention Centre in
Mumbai. Thereafter, Prime

Minister will inaugurate and
lay the foundation stone of
various development projects
at CIDCO ground, Palghar.

He will lay the foundation

stone of Vadhvan Port.
Located near Dahanu town in
Palghar district, the port will
be one of India’s largest deep-
water ports and will provide
direct  connectivity  to
international shipping routes,
reducing transit times and

costs.
Equipped with state-of-the-
art technology and

infrastructure, the port will
feature deep berths, efficient
cargo handling facilities, and
modern port management
systems. The port is expected
to  generate  significant
employment opportunities,
stimulate local businesses,
and contribute to the overall
economic development of the

region.

The Vadhvan Port project
incorporates sustainable
development practices, with a

focus  on  minimizing
environmental impact and
adhering to stringent

ecological standards. Once
operational, the port will
enhance India’s maritime
connectivity and further
strengthen its position as a
global trade hub.

Prime Minister Modi will also
inaugurate and lay the
foundation stone of 218
fisheries  projects worth
around Rs 1,560  crores,
aimed at bolstering the
sector’s infrastructure and
productivity  across  the
nation. These initiatives are
expected to generate more
than five lakh employment
opportunities in the fisheries
sector.

PUBLIC NOTICE

[nformation is given to general public at large that Mrs.
Kavita W/o Mr. Deepak Kumar who is/are purchasing the
Built-up Second Floor, area measuring 60 Sq. Yards, Built-
up Property Bearing No. 416-A (Old No. 416), out of
Khasra No. 740/496, Situated in the abadi of Lal Dora,
Village Chirag Delhi Tehsil Hauz Khas (Mehrauli) New
Delhi-110017 from Mr. Sushil Prakash Gupta S/o Mr.
Dewak Ram who was the owner of property area
measuring 115 Sq. Yards by virtue of Sale Deed dated
22.03.2021 (Doc. No. 2299) executed by Mr. Suresh
Kumar Sandilya. Intend to mortgage the same against the
financial ~ assistance from  Shubham  Housing
Development Finance Company Limited. Surviving
Member Certificate (SMC) of Late Mr. Mam Chand is not
available with Seller. To comply the requirements of
BANK/NBFC, we give this public notice that if any
person(s) having any objection regarding ownership
and/or creating mortgage of the said property is/are
hereby requested o intimate in writing to the undersigned
within 07 days at below address.

NCR LAW ASSOCIATES Advocates & Consultants A-98,

Sector-9, New Vijay Nagar, Ghaziabad, (U.P)-201000.

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given to public at large that my
client Mr. Yogesh who is the owner of Third Floor
With Roof Rights Out Of Property Bearing No. 21,
admeasuring 70 Sq.Yds., Out Of Khasra No. 11/25/2
Part Of Khasra No.11/25, Situated in Village
Pachanpur, Delhi State Delhi, Pochanpur Extn., A-
Block, New Delhi vide Sale Deed dated 14.06.2024
registered as doc no. 2024/16/1/8101, registered in
SRO South West Kapasheraand intend to get the
financial assistance from Aditya Birla Finance Ltd. If
any person(s) /Institution has/have any objection(s)
or claim(s} with respect to the right, title or interestin
the said property may please contact us within 07
days from the date of this notice on the address
mentioned herein below, failing which my client(s)
shall not be held responsible in any manner
whatsoever.
Khaitan & Khaitan
A-38 Kailash Colony,

New Delhi-110048, Ph. No: 011-49774545

PUBLIC NOTICE

The general public is hereby informed that my client
Sh. Rahul Vedi S/o Late I1.K.Vedi, R/o 5 Salsola Street,
Rivett, A.C.T. 2611, Australia. Has already revoked
The General Power Of Attorney registered before the
Sub-Registrar Ill, Delhi, bearing Registration No.5, in
Book No.4, Vol no. 4,325 on pages 156 to 161 dated
08/01/2016 as well as the NOC executed in favour of
his brother Sh. Rohit Vedi S/o Late HK. Vedi R/o
146824, Naiwala Karol Bagh, Delhi. Vide his legal
notice dated 23/08/2024 qua the property No.
1468/24, Naiwala, Karol Bagh, Delhi-110005, and
Property Bearing Plot No. 1398-1403, admeasuring
111 sq.yds, Gali No. 22, Block E, Naiwala Karol Bagh,
Delhi. If any one deals with them, will do so, at his/her
/ their awn risk, cost & consequences. My client shall
not be held responsible & liable for the same in any
manner whatsoever.

Lalit Kumar (Advocate), Ch. No. 1526, Lawyers

Chamber Block Rohini Courts, Delhi-110085.

Pi1cicI Bank |

The following borrower(s) has/have defaulted in the repayment of principal and interest towards the Loan
facility(ies) availed from ICICI Bank. The Loan(s) has/have been classified as Mon-Performing Asset(s) (NPA).

A Notice was issued to them under Section 13(2) of the Securitisation and Re-construction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, at their last known addresses. However, it has not
been served and are therefore being notified by way of this Public Notice.

PUBLIC NOTICE

Branch Office: ICICI Bank Limited shal Tower Plot No-23, New Rohtak Road
Karol Bagh New Delhi-110005

Sr. Nome of the Borrower/Co- Description of Secured Date of Notice | NPA
No. Borrower/Guarantor/ (Loan Asset to be enforced senig’gutssg%n- Date
Account Number) & Address Date ofoNoﬁ:e
1. | Devesh Shanker, Sharmila Mathur, [SCB 083, Floor 08 Block No. B Alon 05/08/2024 | 30/05/
89, Nanak Vihar Anand Vihar, Delhi- |With 2 Parking Space No. POB004 Rs. 2024
110092, Ac:- LBDELOOD02060673 |PB1008 The Sky Court, DLF, Garden City, | 1,22,22,797/-
Sector-86 Gurgaon- 122101
2. Vipin Kumar Choudhury, Shweta Flat No. 1106, 11th Floor, With Out Roof 08/08/2024 | 11/05/
Kumari, Flat No. 1106, 11th Floor,  |Rights, Block-1V, Ev:ress Garden, Plot Rs. 2024
Block-iv, Express Garden, Mo. 6, Situated At Vaibhav Khand 47,82,925/-
Indirapuram, Ghaziabad, Uttar Indirapuram, Tehsil & District Ghaziabad,
Pradesh Ghaziabod- 201014 Uttar Pradesh, 201001
Ac-LBGHZ00006255830
3. | Nitish Rajeev., Dhanish Rajeev, RZ  |Office No. 108, 109 and 110, Rajnil 08/08/2024 |03/01/
F2 153A Gali No. 5, Mahavir Enclave |Lourenco Plaza, Predio Urbano (Quatro Rs. 2024
Near Delhi Mart Palam Village, Lote), Dondo, Margao, Lote No. 4, Chalta 69,01,468/-
Delhi - 110045, No. 143, 406 To 409 PTS 238, South Goa,
Ac:- LBDELO0005915779 Goa, Aquem- 403601

These steps are being taken for substituted service of Notice. The above borrower/s andfor guarantor/s (as
applicable) is/are advised to make the outstanding payment within 60 days from the date of publishing this
Motice. Else, further steps will be taken as per the provisions of the Securitisation and Re-construction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002,
Date : August 30, 2024
\Place: Delhi/ NCR

Sincerely, Authorised Signatory
For ICICI Bank Ltd. j

@1cICI Bank

The foliowin?
availed from

PUBLIC NOTICE

Branch Office: ICICI Bank Limited shal Tower Plot No-23, New Rohtak Road
Karol Bagh New Delhi-110005

borrower(s) hasfhave defaulted in the repayment of principal and interest towards the Loan facility(ies)
CICIBank. The Loan(s) has/have been classified as Non-Performing Asset(s) (NPA).

A Notice was issued to them under Section 13(2) of the Securitisation and Re-construction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, at their last known addresses. However, it has not been served and are
therefore being notified by way of this Public Notice.

Sr. Name of the Borrower/Co- Description of Secured Date of Notice | NPA

No. Borrower/Guarantor/ (Loan Asset to be enforced Sef‘iﬁgg?g?,”' Date

Account Number) & Address Date of Notice

1. | Abhishek./ Usha Subash/ Sonia  |C-34, Entire 1st Floor As Well As 60% of The 08/08/2024 |08-10-
Abhishek/ Abhinav Afc No. Terrace Above 2nd Floor, Road No. 13, Anand Rs. 2023
LBFDB00002081187 C 34 Anand |Niketan Co-Operative Housing Society Ltd., 2,05,12,571.93/-
Niketan New Delhi- 110021 Anand Niketan, New Delhi- 110021

2. | Binod Kumar Singh/ Bina Singh Shop MNo. GF 05 Tulsiani Grace, Part of 29/06/2024 [10-05-
Afec No. LEGUROOD0213462 Banglow No. 25, Plot No. 33/25/1 Civil Rs. 2024
House Mo. A-90 Palam Vihar Station, Civil Lines, Situated Allahabad 1,60,15,729.81/-
Gurgaon Haryana- 122017 Uttar Pradesh- 211001

3 \fi‘nKjKumun’ Ruchi Singh Shop No. & and 7, Rajnil Lourenco Flaza, 09/07/2024 |06-04-
A}: 0. LEPLWO00005748977 Predio Ourbano Salcete Chalta No. 143, Rs. 2024
86 Chandhut, Chandhut 172 406 To 409 of Pts No. 238 A%uem Murgo 89,56,595/-

Haryana Palwaol- 121102 Goa Within Limits of Margo Goa- 403601

4. | sanjay Kumar/ Kumari Ritu Bala |Plot No. 1860 Sector 1- Pat, Urban Estate 03/07/2024 |07-04-
Afc No. TBFDBO0006382066 Patudi, Residential 14 Marla, Tehsil Patudi Rs. 2024
H. No, 56 Gf Sector-30 Gautam  |And District Gurugram, Nearby Park 78,32.556/-

Buddha Nagar Uttar Pradesh Gurgaon Haryana- 122503
Moida- 201301

5. |Kuldeep Kumar/ Reena Afc No.  [Plot No. 1686, (Old Plot No. Na 38), Ground 01/07/2024 |04-04-
LBFDBO0005214694, B-207 Ina  |Floor Sector A, Greenfield Colony Rs. 2024
Colony New Delhi 110023 Faridabad- 121002 36,76,766.98/-

6. |Kuldeep Kumar / Reena Ajc No.  [Plot No. 1686, (Old Plot No. Na 38), Ground 01/07/2024 |04-04-
LBFDBO0006107397, B-207 Ina  |Floor Sector A, Greenfield Colony Rs. 2024
Colony New Delhi- 110023 Faridabad- 121002 15,97,665.98/-

7. | Arpit Sharma/ Geeta Sharma A/c |Plot No. 396, Sector B, Part of Khasra No. 02/08/2024 |14-12-
No. LBGUR00005136531, H. No.- |77/13 2nd Floor With Roof Rights, Situated Rs. 2023
3968 Green Field Colony Within The Revenue Estate of Village Saral | 44,69,872.14/-
Faridabad Horyana- 121003 Khawaja, Greenfield Colony, Tehsil and

District Faridabaod Haryana- 121001

8. | Kshhitiz Jasor/ Aakanksha Nahar |Plot No. D21-28, 2nd Floor, Without Roof 08/08/2024 |29-05-
AJc No. LBFDB00005612953 Rights, Block- D, Situated at Parklands, Rs. 2024
House No. 404, Redwood Residency, |Sector-85, Fraidabad, Haryana- 121002 39,67.079.00/-
Sector-78, Old Faridobad
Haryana Faridabad- 121002

9. | sandeep./ Neelam A/c No. House MNo. 2355 Mig, BeariEP Id Mo. 08/08/2024 |06-05-
LBROHO0005720235 House No. |151C1123U6656, Sector-3, Housing Board Rs. 2024
1934/10, Gali No.12, Ram Gopal |Colony, Rohtak, Haryana- 12400 34,59,364.86/-

Colony, Rohtak Haryana- 124001

10.| Balram/ Rajbala Flat No. A-43/1, Situated at Amaya Greens, |  06/07/2024  [04/04/'
Afc Mo. LEGUROOO0S210868  |Sector-3, Village- Farrukhnagar, District Rs. 2024
Village Bibipur Jattan (65), Indri, |Gurgaoon, Haryana- 122001 21.77.064/-

Haryana Karnal- 132041

11.| Dixit Verma/ Pooja Yadav Flat No.501, (2 Bhk Type B) 5th Floor, 03/07/2024 |29-04-
AJe No. LBGUROO00E241478 Tower- 11, Aashiyara, Situated in Revenue Rs. 2024
Rfo 304/14, Jacumpura M Corp-  |Estate of Village Gadauli Khurd ot Sector- 18,65,585/-

Og, Horyana Gurgoon- 122001 |37C, Sub Tehsil Kadipur and District
Gurugram Haryana- 122001

12.| Dharampal Sri Balram/ Nirmala  |Flat No. 704, Tower No. T-9, 7th Floor, 03/07/2024 | 18/02/
Devi A/c No. LBFDB0O0005766040 |Type-C1, Aagman, Situated at Sector 70, Rs. 2024
Pe45 Elite Floor, Bptp, Faridabad |Opp. Imt, Tehsil Ballabhgarh District 16,75,862/-

Haryona- 121004 Faridabad Haryana- 121003

13.| Mamta Devi/ éo ender Pal House Mo. 2387, Ground Floor, Lig, Situated 01/07/2024 |06-04-
Aje No. LBFDB00005703595 At Mouza Sector- 03, Housing Board Rs. 2024
House No. 216, Goli No. 1, Tirkha |Colony, Tehsil Ballabhgarh, District 14,13,431/-

Colony, Tehsil Ballabhgarh District |Faridabaod, Haryana- 121004
Faridabod Haryana- 121004

14.| Gaurav Mishra/ Sushmita Mishra |Plot No. 1206, 12th Floor, Tower T-9, Type- 03/07/2024 | 29/04/
AJc No. LBFDB00005991237 C, Aagman, Housing Policy-2013, Tower 7 Rs. 2024
Rfo 32 1st Floor, Y6 Block, Bptp |To 12'and 12A, Situated at Villege Mujeri, 13,19,268/-

Park Land, Housing Board Sector-70, Tehsil Ballabgarh, District
Colony, Sector 76, Haryana Faridabod, Horyano- 121003
Faridabad- 121004

15.| subhojit Chakraborty/ Juthika Flat No. 2, Located at Western Side on The 08/08/2024 |04-04-
Chakraborty Afe No. First Floor (G+3 Storied), Aastha Rs. 2024
BGURO0004595026, House No. F- |Apartment, Being The Scheme Plot Mo.592, | 15 25821.96/-

259, Ground Floor, Sushant Lok2, |Lying and Situate at Mouza-Behalag, |.L. No.

Sector-57, Haryana Gurgaon 2, Comprised in C.S. Plot Nos. 629 & 630,
Khatin No.66, Premises No.110, Parnasree
Pally Road, Ward No.131, Within The
Limits of The Kolkata Municipal
Corporation, P.S.-Parnasree (Previous[av
Behala) Kolkata, West Bengal- 70006

These steps are being taken for substituted service of Notice. The above borrower/s andfor guarantor/s (as
applicable) isfare advised to make the outstanding payment within 60 days from the date of publishing this
Motice. Else, further steps will be taken as per the provisions of the Securitisation and Re-construction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002,
Date: August 30, 2024
\@uce: Delhif NCR

Sincerely, Authorised Signatory
For ICIC| Bank Ltd.

It is publically notified that the Plot No. 62,
Block-A, Sector-23, Noida, has been allotted
in the name of Mrs. Bharti S. Kohle W/o Sh.
Suhas S. Kohle R/o G-78, Sector-27, Noida,
had sold the said plot, on the basis of GPA to
the following persons:-

A GPA was executed in favour of Sangita Sharma
W/o Sh. Lekhraj Sharma R/o 210, Mathmaliyan
Pilkhua Dehat Ghaziabad U.P GPA which is duly
registered in the office of SR Noida vide Book
No IV Volume No 5694 on pages 199-200 at
Document No 1403 dated 18.09.1989 and
Agreement to sell is not registered. The said
property is going to be transferred in favour of
Prashant Raj Sharma S/o Sh. Lekhraj Sharma
R/o A-62, Near Noida Public School, Seclor-23,
Noida, G.B. Nagar U.P, If any one has/have any
objection he/she may submit his/her, objection in
the Residential Plot Department of Noida Authority
along-with sufficient proofs within 30 days of the
publication this notice. Sangita Sharma

PUBLIC NOTICE

Reg:-Second Floor without roof rights
(hereinafter referred to as the “Said Floor”)
built on Property bearing No. A-1/86
Old No. A-203, area measuring 114 Sq. Yds.,
carved out of Khasra No. 125, situated at the
Abadi of Main Texla Road, Kabir Nagar,
Village Sikdarpur and lllaga Shahdara,
Delhi.,; (Hereinafter referred to as the
“Said Property”).

Be it known to all that our clients, Mohd. Atif
and Mrs. Fatma Begum (hereinafter called
the “Purchaser”) intend to purchase the said
floor from Mr. Arif Ali (hereinafter called the
“Attorney-holder”). In this connection, the
Attorney-holder has informed the purchaser
that he is the sole and absolute Attorney-
holder in respect of the said property
vide POA documents viz., GPA, ATS and
Will dated 02/09/2023 executed by Mr.
Bhoorey Khan in his favour. Mr. Bhoorey
Khan purchased the said property from Mr.
Govind Sharma and Mr. Mukesh Sharma
vide POA documents viz., GPA, ATS and
Will dated 04/11/2022 The Attorney holder
has further informed the purchaser that the
said floor is not mortgaged anywhere and
there is no charge or dispute or any litigation
pending regarding the said floor.

Any person including Bank/s, Financial
Institution/s. relative/s having any claim,
right, title or any interest of any nature
whatsoever into or upon the said floor is
hereby called upon to make the same
known, in writing, with documentary
evidence, by Registered AD Post, to the
undersigned at the address mentioned
herein below within 07 days of publication of
this notice and in the event of no response
having been received to the nofice, the
title of the attorney-holder in respect of the
said floor shall be deemed to be clear of
any charge or encumbrance of any nature
whatsoever and any subsequent claim
shall not bind our clients/Purchaser, in any
manner whatsoever.

Shivkant Arora, Advocate

M/s Intellective Law Offices

A-74, LGF, Defence Colony,

New Delhi-110024

MISC. ENGG. WORKS
AT KATIHAR DIVISION

E-Tender Notice No. KIR/Engg/35 of
2024 Dated: 23-08-2024. E-Tenders
are invited by the undersigned for
the following works: Tender No. 1.
Brief Description of work: Galgalia
- Provision of MEA and Construction of
high level platform of Precast RCC
Face wall with VDF at Galgalia.
Tender Value: ¥3,36,30,942.05/-.
Earnest Money: 23,18,200/-. Tender
No. 2. Brief Description of work:
At Siliguri Jn. - Extension of BG
platform Mo.5 towards New Jalpaiguri
end (Balance work) & provision
of 10 bay PP shed at PF 4 & 5.
Tender Value: 23,76,07,800.16/-.
Earnest Money: ¥3,38,000/- Tender
No. 3. Brief Description of work:
Supply of drinking/potable water by
Motor truck at Tindharia Works Shop,
ADME's office, Railway Hospital,
Mahanadi Station, Rongtong Station
and Railway colony of Tindharia
including maintenance of main pipe
line from source (Pagaljhora) to
Tindharia etc for 18 months. Tender
Value: 7 59,02,218.54/-. Earnest
Money: ¥ 1,18,100/-. 4. Brief
Description of work: Carrying out
slope stability analysis and providing
detailed scheme for protection works,
Slope stabilisation, remedial measure
etc & site supervision of works
during execution phase including
Soil Exploration and Testing etc in
connection with Sukna - Darjeeling:
Construction of Retaining wall/Breast
wall & slope protection works of
DHR (NG)section. Tender Value: ¥
77,59,370.08/-. Earnest Money: ¥
1,55,200/-. 5. Brief Description of
work: Katihar — Renovation of ORH
Suite No. A, B, E & F and Room No.
1 & 2 including out side painting efc.
Tender Value: T 48,81,109.89/-.
Earnest Money: ¥ 97,600/-. 6. Brief
Description of work: Provision of
additional waterways at Km 9/7-8
(1 Nos.) by constructing RCC box
in Katihar-Jogbani section under
DEN/II/Katihar. Tender Value: ¥
3,40,66,297.67/-. Earnest Money: ¥
3,20,300/-.Date & Time of closing
of tender: 15.00 hrs.of 23-09-2024
& opened at 15.30 hrs. of 23-09-
2024. The complete information
with the tender document of above
e-tender will be available upto
15.00 hrs. of 23-09-2024 in website
www.ireps.gov.in

DRM (W), Katihar
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India’s second indigenously
designed and built nuclear-
powered ballistic missile sub-
marine INS Arighaat was com-
missioned on Thursday there-
by adding to country’s nuclear
deterrence capabilities and
boosting operational readiness.
The first nuclear powered sub-
marine INS Arihant was com-
missioned in 2016.

The second Arihant-Class
submarine ‘INS Arighaat’ was
commissioned into the Indian
Navy at Visakhapatnam in the
presence of Defence Minister

Rajnath ~ Singh,  Defence
Ministry said here.

In his address, Defence
Minister ~ Rajnath ~ Singh
exuded confidence that
‘Arighaat’  will  further
strengthen Indias nuclear
triad, enhance nuclear
deterrence, help in

establishing strategic balance
and peace in the region, and
play a decisive role in the
security of the country.

(DRDO) and the Industry for
their hard work and synergy
in achieving this capability. He
termed this self-reliance as the
foundation of self power. He
appreciated the fact that the
country’s industrial sector,

especially MSMEs, have
received a huge boost through
this project, and more
employment opportunities
have been created.

Recalling  former  Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee’s
political will which put India
on a par with a nuclear
weapon  state,  Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh said,
“Today, India is surging ahead
to become a developed
country. It is essential for us to

nation 04

India's second indigenously built nuclear-powered
hallistic missile submarine commissioned

B

soil” .
The construction of INS
Arighaat involved the use of

advanced design and
manufacturing technology,
detailed research and

development, utilisation of
special materials, complex
engineering and highly skilled
workmanship.

It has the distinction of having
the indigenous systems and
equipment  which  were
conceptualised, designed,
manufactured and integrated
by the Indian scientists,
industry and Naval personnel.
The technological
advancements  undertaken
indigenously on this
submarine make it
significantly more advanced
than its predecessor Arihant.
The presence of both INS
Arihant and INS Arighaat will
enhance Indias capability to
deter potential adversaries
and safeguard its national
interests.

The second submarine INS
Arighat was commissioned in
Visakhapatnam at  Ship

He described it as an develop rapidly in every field,
achievement for the nation including defence, especially
and a testament to Prime in  todays  geopolitical
Minister Narendra Modi-led scenario.

Government’s unwavering Along  with  economic
resolve to achieve prosperity, we need a strong
‘Aatmanirbharta’ in defence. military. Our Government is
The defence minister working on mission mode to
commended the Indian Navy, ensure that our soldiers
Defence  Research  and possess top-quality weapons
Development Organisation and platforms made on Indian

CORRIGENDUM

2002 (‘The Act).

following correction(s)

KHAN and AARTL.

dated 22.08 .2024.

Place: NEW DELHI

CORRIGENDUM TO PUBLICATION OF APPENDIX IV-A DATED 29.08.2024
ISSUED UNDER RULE 8(6) OF SECURITISATION AND RECONSTRUCTION
OF FINANCIAL ASSETS AND ENFORCEMENT OF SECURITY INTEREST ACT,

This Corrigendum is issued in relation to the publication of Appendix IV-A dated
22.08.2024, in THE PIONEER - DELHI - ENGLISH and RASHTRIYA SAHARA -
DELHI - HINDI, both dated 29" August, 2024, issued by the Authorised Officer of
Sammaan Capital Limited (formerly known as Indiabulls Housing Finance
Ltd.) under Rule 8(6) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 for the

IN THE APPENDIX IV-A DATED 22.08.2024:

The name of the Borrowers have been inadvertently mentioned as MOHD.
NOUMAN and AZRA BATUL GAUR, and the correct names be read as HAKIMUL

Kindly note that the rest of the contents of Appendix IV-A dated 22.08.2024
published in the afore-dated Newspapers shall remain the same, and the above
corrections shall be read as part and parcel of the publication of Appendix IV-A

{(Formerly known as Indiabulls Housing Finance Limited)

Sd/-
Authorised Officer
Sammaan Capital Limited

Haome

Date: 29.08.2024  Place: Gunigrom

Loan Centre-2, Rama m;mplu. SohnaRoad,
Badshahpur, Gurgaon-122016.

{RULE - B{1) POSSESSION NOTICE (For Immovable Property)

Whareas, e undersigned baing the Authonzed Officer of the State Bank of India,
Home Loan Centre-2, Badshahpur Gurgaon Branch, under the sacurilzation and
reconsiruciion of Financial Assets & Enforcament of Security Intenest Act, 2002 (54 of
2002) and in exanciss of the powers confermad under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of
the Security Inlenas! (Enforcament) Rules, 2002 isswed a demand notice daled
08.01.2024 cafling upon the Borrowers:- MR, SURESH CHAND SIROHIVA 5/0 MA.
MAMAK CHAND, both residents of Khewat No.16MT Khasra No.J8/4, Sale Deed
Vashika No.6935 Dated 07.09.1994 House at V.P.O. - Palra, Tehsil and District
Gurugram, Haryana, io repay the amount menticned in the notice being Rs.7,01,069)-
(Rupees Seven Lakh One Thowsand Sixty Nine Only) as on 08/01/2024, with furthar
ineres, incidantal expenses, cost, charges edc. within B0 days from the date of receipt of
thix said notica, Tha Borowar, above Said, having lailed io rapay the amounl, natice is
herety given 1o the Borower and the Public in general that the undersigned has lakan)
poasession of the proparty described henein below In exercise of powers confamed on
himdher under section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said Rules on (his
29/8/2024. The Bormower albiove said in particular end the pubic in general is herety
caufioned not to deal with the property and arry dealing with the properdty will be subject io
the charpe of State Bank of India, Home Loan Centre-2, Badshahpur Gurgaon|
|Brim:h. for an amount of Re.7,01,06%)- (Rupees Seven Lakh One Thousand Sixty
Nine Only) as on 08012024, together with further interest thenson at the contractiual
rate ol inberast il the date of payment & expenses thereon

The Borrowar attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8] of Section 13 of the
Act, In respect of time avallable, to rodeom the socured assots,

DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY
Property Dwned By: Mr. Suresh Chand Sirahlya 5,/ 0. Mr. Nanok Chand

Khewatl Mo, 16117, Khasra Mo394, Sale Deed Vashia No6535 Dated OT 081654
Housa al vV P.0. - Palra, Tehsil and Destrict - Gurugram, Haryana

Authorived MHfices, Stale Bank of indla

LOST DOCUMENTS

My client has lost the Death
Certificate of Late Satya Parkash
Sharma who passed away on
27.05.2009 and SMC of Property
Address : E-345 Nirman Vihar ,
Delhi-110092, Current property
owner M/s Shriji Metalloys Pvt
Ltd through its Director
Mr. Rahul Mongia Contact no :
9811888912 issued by
concerned SDM in favour of
legal heirs of Late Mr. Satya
Parkash Sharma viz. Mrs.
Santosh Sharma (wife), Mrs.
Nidhi Sharma (Daughter) and
Mr. Samidh Sharma (son). If
anyone finds these documents,
contact Advocate

PUKHRAJ NEERJ
Phone : 0120-2986739
Mob.: 999-979-2385

@i1CICI Bank

Building Centre (SBC).
The submarine was launched
in 2017 at its manufacturing

base, Ship Building Centre

(SBC), Visakhapatnam.

In fact, the SBC is building
five nuclear powered
submarines.

While Arihant is already
operational and Arighat
commissioned on Thursday,
work is now on the remaining
two submarines. They are in
advanced stage of
construction, it was learnt.
INS Arighat is 111.6 meters
long and weighs 6,000 tonnes.
It plays a crucial role in India’s
nuclear triad, enabling the
nation to launch nuclear
missiles from land, air, and
sea.

Powered by an 82.5 MW
pressurized light water reactor
developed with  Russian
assistance, INS Arighat can
achieve a top speed of 24
knots submerged and 10 knots
on the surface.

Its primary armament consists
of 12 K-15 Sagarika
submarine-launched ballistic
missiles (SLBMs), each with a
range exceeding 700
kilometers. These missiles are
housed in four large vertical
launch system (VLS) tubes
and are a testament to India’s
indigenous missile
development capabilities.

The submarine is divided into
seven compartments, housing
propulsion and  combat
management  systems, a
platform management center,
and a torpedo room.
Additional safety measures
include two standby auxiliary
engines and a retractable
thruster for emergency power
and mobility.

ACRE

MAKING ASSETS WORK

ASSETS CARE & RECONSTRUCTION ENTERPRISE LTD.
Corporate Office : Unit No. 502, C Wing, ONE BKC, Plot No.
C — 66, G — Block, Bandra Kurla Complex, Mumbai — 400051.

Tel : 022 68643101
Registered Office : 14th Floor, EROS Corporate Tower, Nehru
Place, New Delhi — 110019
E-mail : acre.arc@acreindia.in | Website : www.acreindia.in |
CIN : UB5993DL2002PLC115769

Rules, 2002.

PODDAR.

29.06.2022.

the Reserve Price.

APPENDIX IV-A
Sale Notice for sale of Inmovable Property
E-Auction Sale Notice for sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002
read with proviso to Rule 8(6) and Rule 9(1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement)

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s) and
Guarantor(s) that the below described Immovable Property mortgaged to Assets
Care & Reconstruction Enterprise Ltd. [CIN
(“Secured Creditor”), the physical possession of which has been taken by the
Authorised Officer of the Secured Creditor, will be sold on “as is where is”, “as is
what is”, and “whatever there is” basis on 17.09.2024 from 04.00 P.M. to 05.00
P.M., for recovery of Rs. 21,81,485/- (Rupees Twenty One Lakh Eighty One
Thousand Four Hundred Eighty Five only) pending towards Loan Account No.
§1220XXIIl [Old Loan Account No. HDHLNOI00487596], by way of outstanding
principal, arrears (including accrued late charges) and interest till 24.07.2024 with
applicable future interest in terms of the Loan Agreement and other related loan
document(s) w.e.f. 25.07.2024 along with legal expenses and other charges due to
the Secured Creditor from SUDHARSHAN DEY, SHILPA DEY and ABHISHEK

The above Loan Account bearing No. HDHLNOI00487596, along with all right(s),
title(s), interest(s), underlying security(ies), pledge(s) and / or guarantee(s), including
the Immovable Property, had been assigned by Sammaan Capital Limited (“SCL")
(formerly known as Indiabulls Housing Finance Ltd.) to Indiabulls Asset
Reconstruction Co. Ltd. (“JARCL”) vide Assignment Agreement dated 31.12.2021,
which was renumbered by IARCL and bears new Loan Account No. §1220XXIIl. The
sald Loan Account has been further assigned by IARCL to and in favour of the Secured
Creditor, acting as a Trustee of ACRE-102-Trust, vide Assignment Agreement dated

The Reserve Price of the Immovable Property will be Rs. 11,50,000/- (Rupees Eleven
Lakh Fifty Thousand only) and the Earnest Money Deposit (“EMD™) will be
Rs. 1,15,000/- (Rupees One Lakh Fifteen Thousand only) i.e. equivalent to 10% of

: U65993DL2002PLC115769]

DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

EAST - GALISFT.WIDE
NORTH - OTHER'S PROPERTY

ENTIRE THIRD FLOOR WITH ROOF / TERRACE RIGHTS OUT OF PROPERTY
NOQ.RZ -B - 22, LAND AREA MEASURING 41.805 $Q. MTR. I. E, 50 SQ. YDS., OUT
OF KHASRANO. 80/14/1, GALINO. 8, SITUATED IN

THE REVENUE ESTATE OF VILLAGE PALAM, DELHI STATE DELHI AND
COLONY KNOWN AS MAHAVIR ENCLAVE, NEW DELHI - 110045 WITH THE
PROPORTIONATE AND FREE - HOLD RIGHTS OF THE LAND UNDER THE SAID
PROPERTY WITH ONE TWOQ - WHEELER PARKING RIGHT IN THE STILT AND
THEAFORESAID PROPERTY IS BOUNDED AND BUTTEDAS UNDER :

WEST -
SOUTH -

ROAD 15FT.WIDE
OTHER’S PROPERTY

on to www.auctionfocus.in.

Date : 29.08.2024
Place : NEW DELHI

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided on the
website of the Secured Creditor i. . www.acreindia.in; Contact No : 0124-6910910,
+91 7065451024; E-mail id : auctionhelpline@sammaancapital.com. For bidding, log

ASSETS CARE & RECONSTRUCTION ENTERPRISE LTD.

sdl-
AUTHORIZED OFFICER

TRUSTEE OF ACRE-102-TRUST

SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE

Branch Office: ICICI Bank Limited Plot No-23, Shal Tower, 3rd Floor, New
Rohtak Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi-110005

The Authorised ICICI Bank Officer under the Securitisation, Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of the powers conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued Demand Notices to the borrower(s) mentioned below, to repay
the amount mentioned in the Notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said Notice.

Having failed to repay the amount, the Motice is issued to the borrower and the public in general that the
undersigned has taken symbolic possession of the property described below, by exercising powers conferred on
him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said rules on the below-mentioned dates. The
borrower in particulor and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the property. Any dealings
with the property will be subject to charges of ICICI Bank Limited.

Sr. Name of the Description of Property/ Date of Demand [Name of
NoJ Borrower(s)/ Loan Date of Symbolic Pospses)s‘:ion N"iﬂcﬁim‘,‘,’”“‘ Branch
Account Number Notice (Rs)

1. | Manish Kumar/ Nimish | Dda Built Janto Flat Bearing No. 12/293 (Single April 05, 2024 |Delhif/Ncr
Khosla/ Ritu Khesla/  |Storey), "The Legatees", Block-12, Situated at Rs.
LBDELO0O04581497/ |Vilage- Madangir, New Delhi- 110062. 23,06,095/-
LBDELOO00S362400 |August 26, 2024

Date : August 30, 2024
Q’Im:e : Delhi/Ncr

The above-mentioned borrowers(s)/guarantors(s) is/are hereby issued a 30 day Notice to repay the amount,
else the mortgaged properties will be sold after 30 days from the date of publishing this Notice, as per the
provisions under Rules 8 and 9 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002.

Sincerely Authorised Signatory
For ICICI Bank Ltd.

PUBLIC NOTICE

0’0’0’ Banklaranch Office: ICICI Bank Ltd. 4/10, Mythree Tower, Bommanhalli Hosur Main Road Bongolore- 560068

The following borrower(s) has/have defaulted in the repayment of principal and interest towards the Loan facility(ies) availed from ICICI Bank. The Loan(s)
has/have been classified as Non-Performing Asset(s) (NPA).
A Motice was issued to them under Section 13(2) of the Securitisation and Re-construction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act,
2002, at their last known addresses. However, it has not been served and are therefore being notified by way of this Public Notice.

D No. 2/4 Ground and 1st
Floor Plot No. 42P 43P 48 P
49 P Poonamallee Tk
Thiruvallur Dt Jayalakshmi
Nagar Kattupakkam 214 Part
214/8 214/9 214/9A1
Chennai- 600056/
LBCHEO0005440416

Sq.ft., And First Floor 2850 Sqft., R.C.C Roof, Toilet Both Room, Electricity, Common
Septic Tank, Common Stair Case, Comprised in Survey No. 214 Part, Patta No.

Sr. Name of the Borrower/ Description of Secured Date of Notice sent/| NPA
No.|Co-Borrower/Guarantor/ (Loan Asset to be enforced Outstanding as on | Date
Account Number) & Address Date of Notice
1. |Mallika Joseph & Suguna Schedule 'A’' Property All That Piece and Parcel of Land Bearing Plot Mos. 43 29/07/2024 10/05/
Mary/ Entire 1st Floor 4th Part, 42 Part, and 48 Part and 49 Measuring an Extent of 3000 Sq.ft., Undivided Rs. 2024
Street Kattupakkam Village | Share Land Out of 4500 Sq.ft., Land Together With Building Ground Floor 2850 72,02,939/-

485 As Per Patta Survey No. 214/9A1, Situated in Kattupakkam Village,

Poonamallee Taluk, Thiruvallur District Bounded on The: North By: Plot Nos. 42
Part and 43 Part South By: 24 Feet Road East By: Mr.Subaramaniya Raju Land
West By: Plot Nos. 43 Part & 48 Part Measuring on The (Plot Nos. 42 Part & 43
Part) North By: 60 Feet South By: 60 Feet East By: 25 Feet West By: 25 Feet in All
Measuring Extent 1500 Sq.ft Measuring on The (Plot Nos. 48 Part & 49) North By
:50 Feet South By: 50 Feet: East By: 60 Feet West By: 60 Feet in All Measuring An
Extent 3000 Sq.ft., Situated Within The Sub-registration District of Kundrathur

And Registration District of Chennai

South

Date: August 30, 2024
lace: Delhi/ NCR

These steps are being taken for substituted service of Notice. The above borrower/s and/or guarantor/s (as applicable) is/ore advised to make the
outstanding payment within 60 days from the date of publishing this Notice. Else, further steps will be taken as per the provisions of the
Securitisation and Re-construction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002,

Sincerely, Authorised Signatory
Ear ICIC] Bank [td /
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Assam [1asses Bill to aholish
Mushim mal'l'lages lII\IlII'(:B Act

PTI W GUWAHATI

The Assam Assembly on
Thursday passed a Bill to
repeal a law to register
marriages and divorces of
Muslims.

Revenue and Disaster
Management Minister Jogen
Mohan had on August 22
tabled The Assam Repealing
Bill, 2024 in the Assembly to
abolish The Assam Moslem
Marriages and  Divorces
Registration Act, 1935 and the
Assam Repealing Ordinance
2024.

Taking part in the discussion,
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma said: "Our aim is not
only to abolish child
marriages, ... Also to do away
with the Kazi system. We want

to bring registration of
Muslim  marriages  and
divorces under the

government system."

He said that registration of all
marriages has to be done as
per a Supreme Court order,
but the state cannot support a
private body like that of Kazis
for this purpose.

Mohan in the Statement of
Object and Reasons of the
Repealing Bill said, "There
remains a scope of registering
marriages of intended person
below 21 years (in case of
male) and 18 years (in case of
female)."

It hardly had any provisions

the
implementation of the Act
throughout the state and it
attracted huge amounts of
litigation in the court, he
added.

"There is a scope of misuse by

monitoring

both authorised licensee
(Muslim marriage Registrars)
as well as by citizens for
underage/minor marriages
and forcefully arranged
marriages without the consent
of the parties," Mohan said.
Besides, the registration of
marriages and divorces were
not mandatory, and the
registration mechanism was
informal that left a lot of scope
for non-compliance of the
norms, he added.

"It is a pre-independence Act
adopted by British India
government for the then
Province of Assam for Muslim
religious and social
arrangements,” the minister

said.

The Assam government on
Tuesday introduced The
Assam Compulsory
Registration of  Muslim
Marriage and Divorce Bill,
2024.

Last month, the Cabinet had
approved the Repealing Bill to
abolish The Assam Moslem
Marriages and  Divorces
Registration Act and Rules of
1935,  which  permitted
underage marriages under
specific conditions.

The Assam Cabinet had
approved the decision to
repeal the Act on February 23,
in a bid to end the social
menace of child marriage in
the state.

The opposition parties had
decried the decision, terming
it "discriminatory against the
Muslims" brought in to
polarise the voters in an
election year.

Journalists booked
over plaint by Union
Minister Suresh Gopi

PTI B THRISSUR (KERALA)

Acase has been registered
against media persons
following a complaint lodged
by Union Minister Suresh
Gopi alleging that the
journalists blocked his way
when he exited the Thrissur
Ramanilayam  government
guest house.

The case was registered on
Wednesday night under
sections 329(3),126(2),132 of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), police said. While
Section 329(3) of the BNS
deals with trespass, 126(2)
deals with wrongful restraint,
and 132 deals with assault or
criminal force to deter a
public servant from discharge
of his duty. According to the
FIR, the reporters trespassed
and blocked Gopi from
entering his vehicle and
obstructed the duty of his
security officer. On Tuesday,
when Gopi, the first BJP Lok
Sabha MP from Kerala, was
asked by reporters about the
allegations of sexual
harassment against CPI(M)
MLA M Mukesh, he replied,
"You (media) are not only
making people fight each
other for your own gains, you
are also misleading public
perception. "The complaints
are in the form of allegations

at the moment. What are you
telling people? Are you the
court? You are not. The court
will decide. Let the court

decide." Later the same day,
when scribes tried to get his
reaction over BJP state chief K
Surendran's comments that
the party's stand is to seek
Mukesh's resignation, the
actor was seen angrily
pushing away some of them.
According to the videos, some
of the reporters approached
Gopi as he was trying to get
into his official vehicle, and
he pushed them away, saying,
"What is this? My way is my
right. Please." Thereafter, he
got inside the car and left
without answering any of the
reporters' queries. However,
police were yet to register any
case on a complaint filed by
Congress leader and former
MLA Anil Akkara against
Gopi over his conduct
towards media persons in
Thrissur.

nation 05

No report of influx of illegal Bangladeshi
immigrants in Nagaland: DyCM Patton

PTI W KOHIMA

agaland Deputy Chief

Minister Y Patton on
Thursday told the state
Assembly there is no report
of influx of illegal
Bangladeshi ~ immigrants
following the political crisis
in the neighbouring country.
Patton said this while
responding to NPF MLA
Achumbemo Kikon raising
concern in the Zero Hour of
state Assembly on possible
influx following the political
crisis in Bangladesh.
Kikon said the North East
region which shares
international border with
Bangladesh is the most
vulnerable and expressed
fear of illegal immigrants
entering Nagaland through
other states.
In this, he sought the
measures adopted by the
state government to curb the
influx of illegal immigrants
from Bangladesh.
In his response, Patton, who
holds the Home portfolio,
said India shares 4,096 km
long border with Bangladesh
with West Bengal having the
longest border of 2,217 km
and Assam having the least
262 km.
Besides three other states -
Mizoram, Meghalaya and
Tripura share borders with
Bangladesh but not
Nagaland, he said.

The DyCM told the House

that the possible influx into
the state would be via Assam,
and asserted that the state
government has not let the
guards down but it is closely
monitoring the situation in
close proximity  with
intelligence  and  other
agencies.

"To ensure that no unnatural
influx happens and to
remove any anxiety of the
people, we have taken steps
including  directing  the
district administrations
sharing the border with
Assam to conduct regular
district-level security
coordination meetings with
other security forces," Patton
said.

Informing the House that to
date there are no reports of
influx of illegal Bangladeshi
immigrants in the aftermath
of the recent crisis in that
country, the Deputy CM

assured the people that the

government is well prepared
with all steps to stop any
influx of illegal immigrants
to the state.
Adequate measures specific
to the district have been
initiated to stop illegal influx,
he said.
The district deputy
commissioners have also
been asked to coordinate
with their counterparts in
Assam for cooperation and
regular updates on the
matter, and also to intensify
Inner Line Permit checking
and closely monitor inter-
state check posts, he said.
The state police
have been directed to be on a
high alert along the 13 inter-
state borders and be vigilant
round the clock besides
conducting intensified
vehicle checking and also
keeping a watch in the places
of worship, he said.

PAC of Nagaland Govt to hold
meetings with apex tribal bodies

PTI m KOHIMA
he Political ~ Affairs
Committee (PAC) of

Nagaland government has
decided to hold consultative
meetings with apex tribal
bodies and «civil society
organizations on taking
forward the Naga Political
Issue.

The decision to this effect was
taken during the state
government's PAC meeting
held here on Wednesday in
the presence of Chief Minister
Neiphiu Rio and the two MPs
of the state, said Nagaland
government  spokesperson
and Parliamentary Affairs
minister, K G Kenye at a press
conference after the meeting.
The Rio government had
constituted the PAC on Naga
Political Issue in November
2023 to facilitate an early
solution to the vexed issue.

It is composed of the 60
members in the state
Assembly of eight political
parties - NDPP, BJP, NCP,
NPP, NPE, RPI(A), LJP (RV),
JD(U), Independent MLAs
and also the Congress MP.
Kenye said the Centre has
been  holding  separate
negotiations with NSCN-IM
and Working Committee of

the Naga National Poht1ca1

Groups.
He said despite all the
stakeholders appealing to

different Naga groups to come
together and be one for the
negotiations, they don't seem
to be coming together and are
not even able to see each
other. Two major agreements -
Framework Agreement with
NSCN-IM  and  Agreed
Position with WC NNPGs
have been inked by the
Centre, but there are certain
areas of the Framework
Agreement which have not
been divulged and come to
public domain whereas the
Agreed Position has been
made open, he said.

The parallel stand they are
maintaining is detrimental to
the negotiation with the
Centre while this could be the

reason for the delay in the
final solution, he said.

Kenye said the PAC felt that
the state government should

approach peoples'
organisations, civil societies,
tribal bodies and the apex
bodies and invite their views
and opinions on how to go
about resolving the issue
confronting the Naga society

for so long.
Asked when would the
consultative meeting

commence, Kenye said that
the resolution of the Naga
Political Issue is the top
agenda of the present state
government because of which
60 members have come
together and formed the
opposition-less government
and therefore the
consultations would be held at
the earliest.

Andhra Pradesh CM
launches indigenous
Monkeypox RT-PCR kit

PTI W AMARAVATI

ndhra Pradesh Chief

Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu on Thursday launched
an indigenous Monkeypox
(Mpox) RT-PCR (reverse
transcription ~ polymerase
chain reaction) kit here.
The kit was developed at
Andhra Pradesh Medtech
Zone in Visakhapatnam by
Transasia Diagnostics. It was
validated by the Indian
Council for Medical Research
(ICMR) and the Central
Drugs Standard Control
Organisation (CDSCO).
"Proud to launch India's first
indigenous monkeypox RT-
PCR Kit..The lyophilized
components in the kit are
designed to be suitable for
shipping and even use in
remote areas," said Naidu in a
post on 'X'.
According to the CM, the kit
enhances epidemic
preparedness manifold with
precise, reliable and accessible
diagnosis.
Further, he noted that it
reflects the 'Make in AP
(Andhra Pradesh)' tag on the

HC junks CBI plea against State’s withdrawal
of consent in DA case against Shivakumar

PTIE BENGALURU

The Karnataka High Court
on Thursday held as
"non-maintainable" a petition
filed by the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI)
challenging the Congress
government's decision to
withdraw consent to it for
investigating a
disproportionate assets (DA)
case against Deputy Chief
Minister D K Shivakumar.

A division bench, comprising

government's December 26,
2023 order referring the Rs
74.93 crore DA case to the
Lokayukta for investigation.

Supreme Court.The bench
had reserved its judgment on
the matter on August 12.

The CBI had earlier alleged
that Shivakumar amassed
assets disproportionate to his
known sources of income
between 2013 and 2018. He
was a minister in the previous
Congress government during
this period.

The previous BJP Govt had
granted sanction to the CBI
to prosecute Shivakumar,
following which an FIR was

world stage, including| Justices K Somashekar and 1In a 67-page judgment, the lodged against him and
demonstrating India's| Umesh M Adiga, also High Court stated that the investigation undertaken on
leadership in healthcare| dismissed the plea issues raised in the petition charges of disproportionate
innovation. challenging  the  State should be addressed by the assets.
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BREAK OPEM NOTICE FOR LOCKERS
CORRIGENDUM

Fioase el and traal “Date 29-08-2024"

in placa of "Date 20-00-2024% in bollom of

tha BREAK OPFEN NOTICE FOR

LOCKERS Moties pubilishad in ihis news

paged on 29-08-2024. Thi rest will temn

e Same and unchanged
Authorised Cificor
Punjab Hatlanal Bank)

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is informed to the public at large that my
clients Hardish Kuar W/a Sh. Kashmir Singh
R/o R-51, Gapal Park, Azadpur, Delhi 110033,
hereby declaring/debarring/disowning her Son
Bachiter Singh and his wife Smt. Ravinder Kaur
from all her properties (moveable or
immoveable) situated in or outside Delhi
because they are not under the control of my
client. My client and her ather family members
have also severed all their relations with them
and she shall not be responsible/ liable for any
act, deed and thing done by them since today.
Md. Sahabuddin (Advocate), Ch. No. k-35,
Sharma Bleck, Tis Hazari Courts Delhi-110054

@ MUNICIPAL CORPORATION BHOPAL
- NOTICE INVITING e-TENDER

NIT NO. 04/T.Sec./EE./W.W.D./2024-25

Second Call

Online Tender are invited on website http://mptenders.gov.in for following works. Document can be pur-
chased on website from 28.08.2024 and online submission till 11.09.2024.

Corrigendum for above NIT shall not be published separately in newspapers. Corrigendum regarding cor-
rection can be seen on the website. Detailed NIT and other information can be seen on website

Bhopal, Dated- 28.08.2024

S. Name of Work Probable Earnest | Cost of
No. Amount of Money Tender
contract Deposit | Document
LS 7 & 3. 4, 5. 6.
1 |2024_UAD| Outsourcing of Manpower Required for Operation & | 1,57,72,149.00 | 78,861.00 | 12,500.00
_359312_2| Maintenance of 28 MLD Kerwa WTP, Intake Well, 33kv
electric substation, Feeder line, Over head tanks and
Distribution network for Kerwa water supply Scheme.

T.N. 377/024/025

Executive Engineer
Water Works Department
Municipal Corporation, Bhopal

Kannada actor Darshan
shifted to Ballari jail
amid tight security

PTI m BENGALURU
Darshan

Kannada actor
Thoogudeepa, who is
currently in judicial custody in
the Renukaswamy murder
case, was on Thursday shifted
from Parappana Agrahara
Central prison here to a jail in
Ballari, amid tight security.
The 24th Additional Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate court
here on Tuesday granted
permission to move Darshan to
a jail in Ballari, after a
photograph of him hanging out
with three others, including a
rowdy-sheeter, on the lawns of
the Bengaluru jail had gone
viral on Sunday, sparking an
uproar.

The court has also permitted
shifting of other co-accused in
the murder case to various
prisons in the state, and a few
of them were relocated today.
In the picture, the actor is seen
in a relaxed mood, sitting on a
chair and holding a cigarette
and a coffee mug. Also, a
purported video of Darshan
speaking to a person over a
video call from the prison too
had surfaced on social media.
According to police sources,
Darshan was escorted to Ballari
jail via the Andhra Pradesh
route for security reasons and
to avoid crowding of fans.

They said he was taken out of
Parappana Agrahara Central
Prison in a police SUV and
then moved into a police van
near Chikkaballapur on the
way to the district headquarters
town of Ballari.

Escorted by police officials,
Darshan was seen wearing a
black t-shirt with a sun glass
hung to its neckline and blue
jeans, and carrying a water
bottle and some clothes on
reaching Ballari jail.

A few scenes of the 2017
Kannada movie 'Chowka’, in
which Darshan had appeared
in a cameo role, was shot in the
Ballari jail. A court on
Wednesday  extended till
September nine the judicial
custody of Darshan along with
his friend Pavithra Gowda and
15 others, who are accused in
the Renukaswamy murder
case.

+| CHANGE OF NAME |+

I, Ranjan Kumar S/o Shaligram
Paswan R/o H.No.-163, Pocket-
B, Sukhdev Vihar, New Delhi-
110025 have changed the name
of my minor daughter Diya
Ranjan to Harshika Kashyap,
age 14 years for all future
purposes.

PD(713)C

NOTICE is hereby given that Shish Pal
claims to be owner and in possession of
Second Floor of prop. No. 1/10665, Old
No. 1619/P/1/1-B, Plot No. 21-22, Khasra
No. 62, Subhash Park, Naveen
Shahdara, illaga Shahdara, Delhi-32
{herein after called the said property)
having purchased the said property from
Ramesh Chand Garg by virtue of Sale
Deed Dated 02.01.2023 reg vide Doc No.
14 & said Shish Pal has agreed to sell the
said Property to Ayush Singhal & said
Ayush Singhal agreed to create a
mortgage in favour of our clients IDFC
First Bank Ltd, ITO Branch, any person/s
having claim against the said Property, or
any part thereof, by way of sale, exchange,
mortgage (equitable/registered or
otherwise), gift, trust, inheritance, lien or
otherwise howsoever, are hereby
inimated to notify the same in writing to us
with supporting documentary evidence at
the address mentioned below within 7days
from the date hereof, failing which the claim
or claims, if any, of such person or persons
will be considered to have been waived
and/or abandoned and our client shall
proceed with the disbursement of loan and
subsequent creation of mortgage in

respeCNreot.  yichal Diwan (Advocate)

For Diwan and Company LLP
H. No.2 (LGF}, NRI Complex New Delhi-19
Mobile No. 9818399999

PUBLIC NOTICE

To be known to all that We, Rajiv
Sobti S/o Mr. S. N. Sobti & Sanjeev
Sobti S/o Mr. S. N. Sobti both R/o
Flat No. 610, Sector-A, Pocket-B&C
Vasant Kunj, New Delhi-110070,
allotee/purchaser of Flat No. 610,
Ground Floor, Sector-A, Pocket-
B&C, Vasant Kunj, New Delhi-
110070. The original documents i.e.
DDA Allocation Letter, Fifth & Final
Demand Letter, Possession Letter,
Site Possession, NOC for Water &
Electricity, and all Bank Challans, of
the abovesaid flat have been lost.
An FIR/LR No. 1925822/2024 has
been lodged to this effect.

Any person(s) claiming any right,
interest, having any objection or
found in possession of original
documents, may write/contact with
above named person at above
address/phone no. 9313300120
within 15 days from the date of
publication of this notice.

Tl T Rwfl 7 Case FIR no. 81/2010
U/S 395/412/120-B/34 IPC 9T T8
fewlt & onfr <o sty R B (o

o5 119 5 w2 B) oI Sm sl ey g
PR e B 999 S R T E R

I WEIY AR & T (9 I ane &
A & F= & T aTee oy &t e @
1) TR ST ET SEEeeT # R &
Case FIR no. 81/2010 U/S
395/412/120-B/34 |PC 9T | Rl
% T g We H e @t o
% @& g < & e (A 3% a9E) I
oREE & I 39 & fg Rl 02-09-
2024 % 71 368 T AR AN
HIAMPTAR
Vishal Pahuja Additional Session
Judge (FTC)-02 Court No. 502,

South. Saket Court Complex,
Saket New Delhi

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the general public that Mrs. Saroj
Bala is the GPA Holder of Property Bearing No.
1565 & 1566, area measuring 600 Sq. yds., out of
Khasra No. 189, Situated in the old Lal Dora of
1908-09, of Village Kakrola, New Delhi. She is in
Possession above plot through Regd. GPA within
Blood Relation dated 31.08.2022 executed by Mr.
Manijit Singh Gahlot in favour of Mrs. Saroj Bala in
respect of the said Property.

Mrs. Saroj Bala intends to transfer the ownership
by way of Sale Deed of aforementioned property
to Mr. Shubham Kumar Karn. Subsequently, Mr.
Shubham Kumar Karn is in the process of
mortgaging the said is in the process of
mortgaging SMFG India Home Finance Co. Ltd.
{Formerly Fullerton India Home Finance Co.
Ltd.). Any objections or concerns regarding this
transaction should be raised within a period of 7
days from the date of this public notice. Any
objections submitted after the completion of this 7-
day period will not be considered binding with
respect to the said property or the interests of our
client.

If anyone wishes to raise an objection, please do
so within the stipulated 7-day period by contacting
Law Veritas: North (Advocates & Legal
Consultants) at Office No. 11, 1st Floor,
Building No. A-44/A, Sector-16, Noida, Uttar
Pradesh-201301; Landline(s): +310120-
3101683; e-mail: accounts@lvnorth.in

Public Notice

This is to inform the general public that Mr. Sameer
Kapoor is the owner of Farm House namely "Sai
Rahat Fira Farm" constructed on property area
measuring 7 Bigha 5 Biswa 10 Biswansi and
Khasra No. 56/1/3 (1-1), 10/1(2-0), 1/1 (1-18-8),
211 (0-18-6), 172 (1-7-16) total area is 7-5-10,
situated in Village Bijwasan, Tehsil Mehrauli, New

Delhi was purchased by M/s. Hari Kapoor & Sons
HUF through its Karta Hari Kapoor vide 04 Sale
Deeds. Thereafter, HUF was dissolved, and Vide
Family Settlement Deed dated 13.11.2021
executed between Mr. S8ameer Kapoor and Mrs.
Malika Raghuvanshi in respect of entire property
and Conciliated Agreement for Appointment of
Caoncilialor dated 13.02.2024 passed by Delhi High
Court Mediation and Congiliation Centre Petition
No. 495/2023. Mr. Sameer Kapoor declared the
owner of the Said property.

The above-said owner has misplaced the 1)
Original Sale Deed dated 26.04.1986 as doc. No.
2818/1 executed by Kartar Singh in favour of Kunti
DeviKapoorin respect of Said Property. 2) Griginal
Sale Deed dated 06.04.1987 as doc. No. 7215/1
executed by Mrs. Kunti Devi Kapoor in favour of
M/s. Hari Kapeor & Sons HUF through its Karta Hari
Kapoor in respect of said property. FIR No
2059423/2024 was also registered at P.S. Crime
Branch, Delhi on 26.08.2024. Anyone who finds
the above-mentioned documents, kindly handover
the same to the Manager of Hero Fincorp Limited,
9, Community Centre, 2nd Floor, Basant Lok,
Vasant Vihar, New Delhi.

Mr. Sameer Kapoor is in the process of martgaging
the said Hero Fincorp Limited. Any objections or
concerns regarding this transaction should be
raised within a pericd of 07 days from the date of
this public notice. Any cbjections submitted after
the completion of this 07-day period will not be
considered binding with respect to the said property
orthe interests of our client.

If anyone wishes to raise an abjection, please do so
within the stipulated 07-days period by contacting
Law Veritas: North {Advocates & Legal
Consultants) at Office No. 11, 1st Floor, Building
No. A-44/A, Sector-16, Noida, Uttar Pradesh-
201301; Landline(s): +910120-3101683, e-mail:
accounts@Ilvnorth.in
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Indian Overseas Bank

Barari Mathura Branch
(Address : Mathura - Agra Road, Barari;, Via Refinery
P.O. Barari 281002 Uttar Pradesh; E-mail : iob0472Tiob.in)

Undier Section 1342) of the Securitizatien and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcamant
of Security Interest Act 2002 [SARFAES] Act] read with Rule 3{1) of the Security Interest
(Enforcement] Rules, 2002 (Rules)

1 Whernas tha undersigned baang the Authonzed Officer of Indian Cverseas Bank under SARFAES] Act aind in
eimrcise of powers confermed under Section 1312} read with Rule 3, issued Demand Nolice undar Section
132} of the said Acl, caliing upan ihe Borrowers! morgagors! guaraniors lisisd hersundear (hereinafier refemed
o &5 the “said Borrowers™), 1o repay the amounts mentionad in the Notica, within 60 days from the date of

recaipt of Notice, as per details given below,

2. The said Nobices have boeon relurnied undalivered by the postal suthonilieshave nod bien duly schnowlndged
by the borowersimorigagors/guasantons. * Hence the Bunk by way of abundant caution s eflecting this
pubscation of the demand notice. The wndersigned has, therefore, caused these Molices to be pasted on the
promisas of the lasl known addresses of the sakd Borrowers! morgagorns/ guaranbors as por the said Act
Copias ol the said Motices are avallable with ihe undersigned and the said Borrowerst
mortgagars / gusmniors, may, if they so desine, collect the sasd coples from fhe undensigned on any working day
during nommal offica hours

A.Against the above background, Molice is hoteby given, onca again, o said Bomowers! morigagors/
puaranions o pay o Indian Overseas Bank, within 60 days from the date of publication of this Nolice, he
amounis indicaled/payable s given balow under the oan & other documents. As security for due repaymaent of
tha loan, the following assets have besn morgaged |o indian Overseas Bank by tha respeciive parbies as
bodow

V/

5 Name of the Bormowers/ Total Description of Secured Date of
Mo.| Morigsgors/ Guarantors | Outstanding as on Assets Demand
with Addross 08.05.2024 (in Rs.) Hotice

1o 1. M Vit Flour Mill §,10,124.T1* Maasuring area 44513 Sgm,

Address: \illage-Dhanaieja Khasra -183/2- Mauza Dhanaboga 15.05.2024

Posi-Bararl Mathura, Uttar Tahsil and District Mathura

Pradesh FIN-281005 Bounded By:

2. Sangestas WO Rakesh East: Land of Sheela Devi & Khet

Address: Village-Dhanaieja Kamial

West: House of Pooran Dew &
Bageecha Smudra Singh
Morth: 11ft Road

S South: Land of Devi Singh

paw'\hlu with Turther inferest af contractual ralesirasts as wead from the date meantioned abowve il date of
paymant
4, I tha sasd bomowers! morigagors [ guaranions fall 1o make paymen to Indian Oversens Bank as aloresaid,
than Indian Owverseas Bank shall proceed against the above secured assols under Soction 13(4) of tha
SARFAES] Act and Rules enlinely a1 tha risks, cosis and consequences of the said borrowers mongagons!
{Guaranbors.
5. Further, the attantion of bomoewers! marigagors [ guaraniors s invited 1o provisions of Sub-secton (8) of the
Section 13 of the Act, in respect of time availabde o them |o redeam the secured assats
6. The said Bormowers! morigagors | guaranions ane prohibited under the SARFAES! Act from ransfarring the
sacuned assets, whather by way of sale, lagsa or ofivowise without the pros writlen consent of Indian Cverseas.
Bank. Any person who conlravenss or abets contravention of the provisions of the Act or Fules shall be lable for
imprigonment and! or fine as given undar Section 29 of the Act
Date : 30.08.2024
Place : Mathura

Post-Barad Deslncl- Mathaea
Uttar Prasdeesh PEN- 281005

Sd/- Authorized Officer,
Indian Overseas Bank
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PAPER WITH PASSION

A close contest!

"The rural-urban divide and the Jat-non-Jat paradigm could be

crucial in deciding the Haryana assembly elections

rife with complexities that reflect broader societal divides. Central to this is the

As Haryana gears up for its upcoming elections, the state’s political landscape is

rural-urban divide and the Jat-non-Jat paradigm, both of which are poised to play
a crucial role in determining the electoral outcome. The recent request by the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) to the Election Commission of India (ECI) to change the polling date
has added another layer of intrigue to an already charged atmosphere. Haryana's polit-
ical fabric is deeply influenced by the rural-urban divide, a reflection of the state's socio-
economic disparities. The urban areas, particularly key centres like Gurugram, Faridabad,
and Rohtak, have traditionally been BJP strongholds. These cities, with their high migrant
populations, represent a significant voter base for the BJP. However, the upcoming elec-
tion is complicated by the timing of the polling date. Scheduled for October 1, the date
falls within a period that could easily be extended into a six-day holiday, thanks to over-
lapping weekends and public holidays. The BJP fears

ed battle.

are absent.

that urban voters, particularly those in the NCR, may
choose to use this extended break to travel, thereby
potentially lowering voter turnout in areas where the
party has a stronghold. Historically, rural turnout in
Haryana has been higher than urban turnout, which
could tilt the scales against the BJP if urban voters

Another crucial factor in the upcoming elections is the
Jat-non-Jat divide. Jats, who form a dominant social
group in Haryana, have traditionally been aligned with
the Congress, especially in rural areas. The BJP, on

the other hand, has found support among the non-
Jat communities, particularly in urban regions. This division was evident in the 2024
general elections, where the BJP won all five Lok Sabha seats in non-Jat dominated
areas.The BJP’s support base in rural areas has been eroded, particularly among Jats,
who have been disillusioned by the central government's response to their protests.
The Congress is working to capitalise on this discontent by consolidating a Jat-Dalit-
Muslim alliance in rural areas, which could pose a significant challenge to the BJP. In
light of these challenges, the BJP's request to change the polling date has sparked con-
troversy. The party argues that the potential for a long weekend could lead to lower
voter turnout, particularly in urban areas where it has a strong base. The Congress
has dismissed the BJP's request for date change as a sign of nervousness. The Election
Commission's decision on the date change will be crucial, as it could influence the
electoral outcome in a state where every vote counts. With ten years of incumbency
and a narrowing margin of victory, the BJP is leaving no stone unturned to secure a
favourable result. Whether the ECI will accommodate the BJP's request remains to be
seen, but the upcoming elections in Haryana are shaping up to be a closely contest-

Visitors at India Gate enjoy the rains in New Delhi

RANJAN DIMRI

How media shapes
public perception

VINAYSHIL GAUTAM

In a world where sensationalism often trumps substance, it’s time to rethink how
we engage with the news and what it says about the society we’ve built.

he last few weeks
have seen some
major convulsions at
the basic level of the
Indian society The
listing can be long, depending
upon the predisposition and val-
ues of the person making a list,
or indeed brief if this person
wants to strike a judgmental
posture on what he considers
important. This debate can
merit its own resolution but the
common-sense approach would
make it obvious that the NEET
examination and the Kolkata
rape and murder episode have
touched a very large number of
minds and people who are in
touch with the media.
This itself raises another basic
question. That has to do with
the role of the media in attribut-
ing to an episode both circula-
tion and importance. The reach
and mode of the media become
critical in identifying an issue
and formulating it. One of the
farthest reach of a media is
through the radio. By and
large, the radio is controlled by
governmental agencies. This is
followed by television, which is
controlled both by the govern-
ment and by some powerful pri-
vate media houses. Both clusters
claim a popular following, and
both are accused of biases.
Hence, to a fairly complicated
question on what constitutes
much of the news, there is a
plausible answer: that which the
media of the day decides to pro-
ject and sustain as news. Thus
it is that the role of gover-
nance/ownership of the mode of
the media, in the identification
of news, and sustaining it
becomes critical.
This brings us to a basic ques-
tion: what constitutes news and
how is it maintained at the
frontlines?
What is projected in so-called
news is impossible for a private
citizen to verify. That raises the
question of the creditability of
a channel. The creditability of
the channel is itself a matter of
popular perception, and it is also
nurtured by reputation and
conviction. To understand the
gravity and implications of the
statements and exposures above,
one has to realize that news is
both essential and dependent

upon the larger intellectual
culture of the community
where the news circulates. If
the community is mature, it
has developed safe parame-
ters of credibility and convic-
tion, and therefore one can be
reasonably sure that what is
being circulated is true. By
and large, globally, the media,
also, has its methods of
checks and balances, stan-
dards and credibility, of reach
and sustenance.

Hence, whereas it may be a
worthwhile debate to consid-
er what constitutes news:
origin, sustenance, and dis-
semination of news has cer-
tain standards across the
globe. These, are like many
things in life, having largely
acknowledged standards
without much vagouness.
These are considered givens
of a civil society.

Hence the conclusion that if
the general media projects
something, it must be the
truth, or at least the truth in
good faith.

Reference has been made
above to the NEET episode
and the Kolkata murder and
rape case. The jury is out on
both cases, and a conclusions
are awaited. The civil society
is maintained on such pillars.
However, two questions
emerge: given the attention
which both of these cases
have received, is this the
only news which affected

LETTERS KNy}

THE BASIC TRUTH IS
ALSO THAT IT IS NOT
SOME INTRANSIENT
STRENGTH AND
WEAKNESS

OF THE MEDIA

THAT SUSTAINS

ITS LIFE BUT

THE ECONOMIC
FORCES WHICH
NURTURE ITS
EXISTENCE

the wellbeing of the people,
and is there a question of the
proportion and inter-se
importance of news? To
debate the importance of
both of the two episodes
mentioned above would be a
pointless exercise. However,
by the same token, it is true
that there are other activities
effecting every-day living
and have been, in a manner
of speaking, overlooked.
Hence, after resolving the
concerns related to cred-
itability arises an issue of the
relative importance of the
items being reported. It
would be a common place to
say that sensational news
spreads faster and catches
more attention than routine
news, no matter how impor-
tant it may be. Good news
travels slower and catches less
attention.

The healthiness of a society
needs to be assessed against
objective indicators of health,
and clearly one of them
would be how much mileage
does a positive news get as
compared to the mileage a
negative news gets.

The strength of a society
comes not only from han-
dling the unhappy episodes
which lead to news but also
from giving positive news the
importance that it deserves.
It is here again that the media
need continuous help in
introspection. The basic truth

Emotional intelligence: The

secret of outstanding leadership

A STATUE OF POLITICAL EXPEDIENCY
Madam — The recently collapsed stat-

E EDITOR

is also that it is not some
intransient strength and
weakness of the media that
sustains its life but the eco-
nomic forces which nurture
its existence.
As indicated above, if the
media disseminates sensa-
tional information, it is
because that kind of informa-
tion is read more widely and
followed more avidly. The
problem therefore originates
not just with the media but
with the people who use the
media. Further, it becomes a
question of mass contact and
mobilization of mass opin-
ion.
The time has come when one
needs to revisit what consti-
tutes a civil society and how
a civil society exercises its
choices and preferences. The
economic and financial flows
merely run in the channels
which have been created with
such efforts. Essentially,
therefore, a question is: what
is the kind of society which
one has given to oneself and
how do its norms get modi-
fied and operated, also,
through the media?
As indicated above, this is
merely the sub-structure to a
much larger edifice that the
society has built for itself.
(The writer is a well-known
management consultant of
international repute. The
views expressed are
personal)

RACHNA
LAKHPATI

As the next era of leadership unfolds, the demand for emotionally intelligent
leaders has never been clearer—are you ready to rise to the challenge?

oday's corporate cli-
Tmate is fast-paced and

continually evolving.
Emotional intelligence (EI) is
the secret weapon that distin-
guishes great pioneers from
average ones; it is accompa-
nied by a long list of excellent
technical qualifications.
But what precisely is this elu-
sive talent, and why is it
becoming a defining charac-
teristic of outstanding lead-
ers?It is the ability to control
our emotions and under-
stand and empathise with
others. It forms a link between
self-awareness, self-manage-
ment, social awareness, and
relationship management.
To speak more specifically to
leaders, emotional intelli-
gence is not only desirable but
even more crucial for leaders
than the desire to influence
others and inspire their teams
to greatness.This is where EI
comes into play, somewhat
like the oil that keeps the
motor of leadership running.
Emotionally intelligent lead-
ers express ideas with clarity
and empathy, make judge-
ments based on both logic
and emotion and maintain
strong team morale and pro-
ductivity.
They prefer to ride out the
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storm rather than be tossed by
it, and instead look to harness
it for growth and innova-
tion.But how do aspiring
leaders cultivate this crucial
ability?

It begins with reflection.
Frequent self-analytical prac-
tices, such as journaling or
meditation, may promote
insight. Encouraging feed-
back—even the difficult
kind—and viewing failures as
opportunities for improve-
ment are also important com-
ponents.

The most critical aspect is
empathy and listening to oth-
ers rather than simply hear-
ing them. This final trait will
propel a good leader to new
heights.Take, for example,
Microsoft CEO Satya Nadella.
Since the beginning of his
term in 2014, he has been
considered as the driving

_-—-"ﬂ.

force behind the company's
cultural shift from fierce com-
petitiveness to collaborative
innovation. So, what's the
magic? A leadership style
relies mostly on emotional
intelligence. Empathy-driven
continuous learning and
development mindset not
only rebuilt Microsoft's rep-
utation but also its financial
performance to unprecedent-
ed heights.Another excellent
example is Jacinda Ardern,
the former Prime Minister of
New Zealand.

Ardern's leadership style,
which includes speaking with
compassion, making clear
tough decisions, and uniting
the country in the face of
tragedy, highlights the impor-
tance of emotional intelli-
gence in political leadership.
Looking ahead, it is clear
that one aspect of good lead-

ership will remain central:
emotional intelligence. While
the next wave of technology
will undoubtedly replace
occupations in the future,
leaders in any area will need
to possess increasingly
humane qualities such as
empathy, self-awareness, and
emotional regulation.The
message is clear: to be an
effective leader in the twen-
ty-first century, we must con-
tinue to improve our emo-
tional intelligence alongside
our technical proficiency.
Whether you aspire to be an
established CEO or a team
leader, investing in your emo-
tional intelligence can pay you
in terms of career success and
personal fulfilment.
Remember that developing
emotional intelligence is a life-
time journey that promises to
improve not only your lead-
ership style but also your
overall approach to life and
relationships. As leaders, we
commit to leaving a legacy
based on how we make oth-
ers feel and the relationships
we build. The future of lead-
ership is in emotional intelli-
gence: isn't it time you took
the initiative? (
The author is a freelance
writer, views are personal)

ue of Shivaji in Maharashtra, is a grim
reflection of political expediency. That
a statue of one of the most revered and
respected figures of Maharashtra has col-
lapsed barely nine months after its inau-
guration, speaks volumes about the
malpractices that must have gone into
the installation of a statue that was
expected to last a good part of a centu-
ry.
Instead of expressing remorse and
regret, the political class is doing what
it knows best — ducking responsibility
and pointing fingers. The pedestal and
all that remains of the statue ought to be
cordoned off, and preserved as a
reminder of the gross failure of the pre-
sent day dispensation. Near it, a stone
plaque should read — This site is an
admission of the government's failure to
do justice to the memory of Chatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj, whose statue collapsed
just nine months after it was dedicated
to the people of Maharashtra.
We promise that this will never happen
again. We hope to be forgiven by the
people of the state with whose money the
statue project was commissioned. To
atone for our grave mistake, another stat-
ue is being constructed nearby. We
assure you that it will last many many
years and be a fitting tribute to a histor-
ical figure who is so dear to our hearts.
I know too well that the shameful
episode will soon be forgotten by our
netas as well as the public.

Avinash Godboley | Dewas

IMPLEMENT MISSION SHAKTI

Madam — Many people are prone to
depression due to the harsh realities of
life like low income, pollution, bad rela-
tionships, lack of education, etc. During
this post-depression, if a person does not
hope to become well, then it is a sign of
mental illness. The consequences of
inaction are dire. Without effective
support systems, women in the country
are left vulnerable to violence, harass-
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Committee has logically put forward the
view that there is a weekend holiday
before the assembly election date on October

H aryana BJP’s State Election Management

ment and exploitation. Every day, sto-
ries emerge of women who have been
failed by the very systems that were sup-
posed to protect them. These are not just
isolated incidents; they are symptoms of
amuch larger problem - a systemic fail-
ure to prioritise women’s safety. It’s time
that the country wakes up to the harsh
realities and takes a hard look at where
we stand and acknowledge that we are
failing our women. The outrage over the
incident in Kolkata should serve as a
wake-up call for the nation. We cannot
afford to delay any longer. We need
immediate action to fully implement
Mission Shakti in a broader sense and
the narrow minded approach of neglect-
ing women must be a priority.

In conclusion, addressing the root caus-
es of depression and systemic failures is
crucial to ensuring the safety and well-
being of women in our country. The
recent incident in Kolkata is a stark
reminder that we cannot continue to
ignore the harsh realities faced by
women daily. It's time for collective
action to fully implement initiatives like

The logic of Changing election date

1 and there are some holidays after that. INLD
has also agreed to postpone the assembly elec-
tions. Opposition parties are hell-bent on con-
demning every aspect of the ruling party. Chief
Election Commissioner Rajiv Kumar has
expressed concern over low voting percent-
age where people use long weekend holidays
on the day of polling.
Shifting the election dates will definitely help
in increasing the voting percentage. Earlier
also, the dates of elections were changed in
Rajasthan, Mizoram and Arunachal Pradesh.
Therefore, the change of date is not important
but the change of mind of voters will be more
meaningful. The election Commission is a
statutory independent body and should remain
firm on its stand rather than bowing to the
political pressure which often times is self
serving than for the public good.

Yugal Kishore Sharma |Faridabad

Mission Shakti and move beyond nar-
row-minded neglect. Only by prioritiz-
ing women’s safety and mental health
can we hope to create a society where
every woman is protected, respected,
and empowered. The time for change is
now.

K Subramaniam | Mumbai

REVIVAL OF VIVACITY
Madam — As an avid reader of The
Pioneer, I am delighted to see that
Vivacity is being published regularly for
the past few months. I always enjoy read-
ing Vivacity and Agenda, the reviews
about art exhibitions, culture and movies
being my personal favourites. Your past
few features have been great, especially
the Rakshbandhan one. Today, I read
about the Heritage Walk and I will def-
initely visit Purana Qila now. The food
review section is and has always been
great!!!

Atharv Singh | Delhi

Send your feedback to;
letterstopioneer@gmail.com
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UKRAINE: INDIA’S
DIPLOMATIC TIGHTROPE

PM Modi’s historic Ukraine visit
signals new foreign policy approach

-

G-

.

KUMARDEEP BANERJEE
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Ukraine, last week, comes

at an interesting churn of events on the geopolitical landscape. The

visit, a first, by any Indian PM since Ukraine was first carved out
as an independent sovereign nation, had many layers of interpretations
regarding India’s new foreign policy approach. The timing was signifi-
cant as this trip came barely six weeks after PM Modi’s state visit to
Moscow. The Russia trip was widely criticised by India’s strategic ally
US, primarily due to the timing.
Even as PM Modi was in Moscow, the NATO leaders were huddled togeth-
erin Washington, discussing military aid for Ukraine.Meanwhile, Russia
bombed a children’s hospital in Ukraine leading to the loss of lives for
civilians and children. President Zelenskyy had condemned India's PM'’s
first visit to Russia during his third term and the US State Department
had also issued stern statements regarding the trip. Indian PM had also
avoided participating in the Peace Summit organised in June, to find a
political solution to the Russia-Ukraine crisis. The recent visit by PM Modi
to Ukraine, even as Defence Minister Rajnath Singh was in Washington
DC was a statement regarding India’s fine balance diplomacy in times
of war. President Biden, called up the Indian PM soon after his visit to
Ukraine to apprise him of the prevailing situation.
The readout released from the White House read “President Joseph R.
Biden, Jr. spoke today with Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India to dis-
cuss the Prime Minister’s recent trip to Poland and Ukraine, as well as
the United Nations General Assembly meetings in September. The

I
all
President commended the Prime Minister for his historic visits to Poland
and Ukraine, the first by an Indian Prime Minister in decades, and for
his message of peace and ongoing humanitarian support for Ukraine,
including its energy sector. The Leaders affirmed their continued sup-
port for a peaceful resolution of the conflict by international law, on the
basis of the UN Charter.” Interestingly, the Indian PM also spoke to
President Biden regarding the ongoing crisis in Bangladesh and expressed
concern regarding the safety of minorities, especially Hindus, which was
highlighted in the Indian statement after the telephone conversation.
The Bangladesh situation omission from the White House readout did
create some murmurs across Delhi corridors.India is now making efforts
to have its own Europe policy, which is not curated with a Russia fac-
tor in mind. For several decades post-independence, the Cold War era,
the block approach mostly guided India’s foreign policy, especially where
Russia was involved. Russia has been a long-standing ally of India and
is also one of the biggest exporters of defence equipment.

While maintaining silence on sensitive Russia-related topics has been
India’s long-standing approach, things began to change in the past few
years. There is a growing sense of having an independent need-based
foreign policy, amongst the top policymakers. PM Modi initiated the con-
cept of “not a time for war” at multilateral platforms such as G20, which
started finding global resonance when vocalising concerns regarding
Ukraine and Russia. He upped the narrative with his clear message to
Russia during his Moscow visit that permanent solutions could not be
found on the battlefield. The joint statement issued post PM Modi’s meet-
ing with President Zelenskyy read *
The Indian side reiterated its principled position and focus on peaceful
resolution through dialogue and diplomacy. Prime Minister Modi reiter-
ated the need for sincere and practical engagement between all stake-
holders to develop innovative solutions that will have broad acceptabil-
ity and contribute towards early restoration of peace.” The message to
global leaders, particularly the US and Russia that the recent PM Modi
visit highlighted was that India is willing to engage with any nation, even
if they may be in opposite camps, to find the best possible outcomes
for itself.

(The writer is a policy analyst; views are personal)
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Prospects of privatisation

of PSUs are

bleak

e E

UTTAM GUPT.

As the Modi government shifts its strategy towards ‘prudent public wealth
management’ the prospect of privatising PSBs are increasingly unlikely.

nnouncing Modi - govern-
ment's policy on disinvest-
ment of central public sector
undertakings (CPSUs) in her :
Budget speech for FY 2021-22 :
the Union Finance Minister, Nirmala :
Sitharaman had talked of privatizing two !
public sector banks (PSBs) and one insur- :
ance company.
A CPSU is an undertaking in which the
Central government has majority share :
holding of more than 50 percent.:
Disinvestment refers to sale of its shares to :
private investors. When, such sale results :
in reduction of the government's sharehold- :
ing in the CPSU to below 50 percent and :
concomitant transfer of ownership and :
management control to :

private entity, this is termed as privatiza- EXCEPT FOR THE

tion. The disinvestment plans have met with :

AS FOR
PRIVATISATION,

disappointing results so far. e SALE OF AIR
During 2021-22, against a target of Rs:
175,000 crore, the actual proceeds from : |ND|A TO THE
share sale of CPSUs were a meager Rs: TATA GROUP:

15,440 crore. During 2022-23, against a tar- :
get of Rs 65,000 crore, the actual was Rs : DURING 2021 '22, :
31,059 crore. For 2023-24, the actual was :

Rs 14,564 crore against a target of Rs 30,000 : THE
crore which itself was watered down from :
the budget estimate (BE) of Rs 51,000 crore. G OVER N M E NT
As for privatization, except for the sale of : HAS LITTLE TO !
Air India to the Tata Group during 2021- :
22, the government has little to show. Apart : SHOW. APART :
from offloading 3.5 percent of its share- : FROM :

holding in the Life Insurance Corporation '
(LIC), it is selling its stake in the IDBI Bank. . QFFLOADING 3.5

The process of selling the latter that start-
ed in May 2021 is likely to get consummat- : P E RC E NT OF |TS :

ed during thecurrant Y. SHAREHOLDING-
owever, it can't be termed as privatization : :
as already the bank was operating as a pri- IN THE LIFE
vate lender even as the Centre became its : :
passive shareholder consequent to capital INSURANCE
infusions to manage former's bad debt loss- :
es. Currently, the government and the LIC : CORPORATION
collectively own 94.72 per cent of IDBI : (I_l C), ITIS:
Bank with shareholding of 45.48 percent :
and 49.24 percent respectively (the remain- SELLING ITS
ing 5.28 percent is with Public sharehold- :
ers). Of this, the Centre plans to sell a 60.7 : STAKE IN THE
percent stake, comprising 30.5 per cent of DBl BANK.

its own and 30.2 percent of LIC's. :
Will the Centre take up selling of PSBs and :
an insurance company - as promised in the
2021-22 budget?
It seems unlikely. If, that were to be the case,

the government ought to have set
a target for receipts from disinvest-

_ ment' in its budget for 2024-25. But,
i it hasn't even as the FM has made
i a provision for Rs 50,000 crore
i under the head "miscellaneous
i capital receipts”. This has happened
. for te first time in a decade.

¢ Second, Team Modi is reviewing its
i strategy to shift its focus from sell-
. ing CPSUs to what it euphemisti-
¢ cally describes as 'prudent public
i wealth management (PWM), sup-
: porting not-for-profit enterprises,
i and ensuring strong presence of

state-run firms in strategic sectors'.
Banking, insurance and financial

i services (BIFS) were one of the four

strategic sectors mentioned by
Nirmala Sitharaman in her budget
speech for 2021-22.

BIFS also qualifies for not-for-prof-
it enterprises categorization espe-
cially when it comes to PSBs which

: are expected to contribute to real-

izing social objectives such as
reaching out banking services to

i remote and inaccessible areas;

making concessional credit avail-
able to small and marginal farm-
ers and other vulnerable/deprived
sections of the society; funding

i infrastructure development partic-

ularly in areas (for instance, rural

: roads, housing for the poor etc)

where private banks
may not be so keen to come.

i Modi - government's commitment

to a strong presence of state-run
firms in strategic sectors juxtaposed
with support for not-for-profit
enterprises clearly signals that it has

i lost interest in privatizing PSBs and

insurance companies.

¢ Third, unlike the previous two

terms when BJP had an absolute
majority in the Lok Sabha on its
own, in the third term, it depends
on the support from its major allies
namely TDP and JD (U) for imple-
menting far reaching decisions

i such as privatization. Moreover, in
i the current political environment
: wherein even a small move such as
¢ 'lateral entry’ of specialists from the
" private sector (the sole intent

behind this step was to deliver
more effective governance in sync
with contemporary challenges) is
opposed by the opposition parties
forcing the government to retreat,
it wouldn't be inclined to make a
big move such as privatization of
PSBs.

About a decade back, many of PSBs
were on the brink. The present dis-
pensation has made a lot of efforts
to them pull back. These included
amongst others capital infusion,
enactment of the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code (IBC) for expe-
ditious resolution of non-perform-
ing assets (NPAs), banks consoli-
dation into fewer entities for
achieving scale and greater efficien-
cies, computerization of bank
branches and so on. Today, they are
robust and healthy even as the per-
formance of some of them is even
better than private banks.

this is fine.

But, we shouldn't miss the big pic-
ture. Fundamentally, most of the
ills associated with the functioning
of CPSUs including PSBs have a lot
to do with their continued major-
ity ownership (share holding of
more than 50 percent) and control
by the government. This brings
them under a plethora of controls
and monitoring/surveillance/vigi-
lance and has the effect of shack-
ling its management.

Armed with it, the political estab-
lishment makes all board level
appointments viz. CMD/MD etc
and deputes bureaucrats on a
bank's board to represent its over-
whelming ownership. In other
words, the entire board is geared to
listen to his master's voice (read the
political bosses) when it comes to
taking policy decisions or even in
its day-to-day running. In the
past, meddling in the affairs of
PSBs took the form of what came
to be known as the cult of 'crony
capitalism'.

The businessmen patronized by the
ruling class managed loans on
considerations other than merit
and got them ever-greened (taking

Fiassssan

a new loan to payback the earlier
one). Neither, the banks insisted on
repayment, nor the defaulters had
any sense of fear as those who were
expected to take action, chose not
to.

In the past, the political brass also
rode piggy back on PSBs for
absorbing losses/liabilities created
by populist policies such as supply-
ing power to farmers and house-
holds at subsidized rates, (or even
free in some states). Be it a spate of
bail-outs given to power distribu-
tion companies (discoms) or loan
waivers given to farmers etc, these
inflicted heavy loss on PSBs.

zhe idea of disinvesting PSBs
should be seen as a befitting
response to the dire need for
reducing bureaucratic interference
and granting autonomy to their
management for speedy decisions
and improved functioning. It was
first mooted by the NDA - dispen-
sation under the then, prime min-
ister Vajpayee (1999-2004). It had
proposed reduction in govern-
ment's shareholding in PSBs to less
than 50 percent initially and even-
tually to 33 percent.

In 2015, a RBI committee head-
ed by P Nayak recommended set-
ting up of a bank investment com-
pany (BIC) where all government
shares in PSBs will be vested and
divestment of its shareholding in all
PSBs to below 50 percent. It also
proposed setting up of an
autonomous Bank Boards Bureau
(BBB) to select their top manage-
ment.

In 2020, the RBI recommended
reduction in the shareholding of
the government in six top PSBs to
51 percent. In a follow up meeting,
it went a step further to recom-
mend reduction in government's
stake to 26 percent. The 2021-22
budget announcement to privatize
two PSBs was a good step forward,
though belated. To put it on the
backburner now doesn't bode well
for banks' health in the long-term.
(The writer is a policy analyst;
views are personal)

Global interterence and India’s economic sovereignty

As India rises to become a global superpower, it faces challenges not only from within but also from international entities that aim to disrupt its economic and political stability

he prosperity and

I progress of a nation
hinge on the efficiency

of its governance, particularly
in upholding the rule of law by
those in top constitutional,
administrative, and judicial
positions. This also involves
the transparency and account-
ability of regulatory regimes
across various sectors of law
and economy. In our modern
era, characterized by freedom,
equality, and democracy, many
developing countries have
emerged from the shadows of
colonialism. Despite indepen-
dence, the remnants of colo-
nialism persist in governance
and social structures, and for-
mer colonial powers often
carry a lingering sense of
superiority. This is evident in
their interventions in other
countries, where they create
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V K BAHUGUNA

political and economic crises
under the guise of promoting
cosmopolitan values.

These interventions are partic-
ularly harmful to indepen-
dent and dynamic leaders in
Third World countries. A
recent example is the destabi-
lization of the Hasina Wazed
government in Bangladesh,
fueled by agitation with foreign
backing. In recent years, such
external forces have formed an
international cartel, often

referred to as the "deep state."
This group, supported by a
segment of religious extremists
and a political elite, acts against
their own country's interests
for selfish reasons.

This insidious influence is
spreading to stable democra-
cies like India. Direct military
intervention is difficult in
modern times, so these forces
resort to destabilizing social,
political, and economic fabrics
with the help of internal col-
laborators.

They present themselves as the
arbiters of morality, creating
narratives to discredit certain
groups, undermine social har-
mony, and ultimately destabi-
lize economies. Their goal is to
generate public unrest and
overthrow democratically
elected governments by erod-
ing the state's capacity to man-

age public welfare. This is a
fallout of globalization and an
attempt to reassert hegemon-
ic control.

One prominent example is
the Hindenburg Research
firm, which targeted Adani
Enterprises last year, leading to
a severe crash in the Indian
stock market and a major
political storm just before the
2024 Lok Sabha elections.
The Congress party seized the
opportunity, and the Supreme
Court ordered an inquiry,
which eventually discredited
Hindenburg's report. However,
this month, Hindenburg tar-
geted the SEBI Chairperson,
accusing her of investing in
Adani companies abroad. Both
SEBI and Adani Group denied
any wrongdoing, explaining
that the investments were
made before she took on her

e

role at SEBI. Similar uproar
was seen when the Rafale air-
craft deal was signed in 2015.
When Hindenburg first target-
ed Adani, it made a profit of $4
million, while Adani lost $153
million in market value.
However, this time, the public
saw through the ruse, dismiss-
ing it as the tantrum of a dis-
gruntled entity.

It is common for companies to

establish subsidiaries abroad,
and such activities are always
under regulatory surveillance,
operating within the law.

Historically, India lacked a
robust private sector, with Tata
being the only notable corpo-
rate entity during the era of the
"license raj." However, thanks
to economic liberalization
under the Narsimha Rao gov-
ernment, the private sector has
grown significantly and now
contributes around 27% of
the country's GDP. The Indian
private sector is now a crucial
engine for employment, ser-
vice delivery, capital flow, and
industrial growth. The public
sector, on the other hand,
focuses on activities serving
the general public, funded by
tax revenues. Gautam Adani's
conglomerate plays a central
role in India's ambition to

become the third-largest econ-
omy, with its involvement in
key sectors like electricity, port
management, mining, natur-
al gas, and infrastructure.

Among the top taxpayers in
2022-2023, only the State Bank
of India (SBI) was a public sec-
tor entity, with Reliance
Industries leading the list, fol-
lowed by SBI and HDFC. The
GDP at constant prices in
May 2024 was tentatively esti-
mated by the Indian Statistical
Office at Rs173.82 lakh crore,
with real Gross Value Added
at Rs158.74 lakh crore for
2023-24, marking an 8%
increase over the previous
year. Various private sector
industries played a pivotal role
in this growth. Adani Group
dominated the list of top value
gainers in 2022, adding Rs 8.42
lakh crore to investor wealth.

When any country challenges
the supremacy of these foreign
powers, they attempt to
destroy it by spending vast
sums of money. The 'Make in
India' initiative is gradually
positioning Adani as a global
industrial leader, alongside
other Indian giants like
Ambani, Tata, and Mahindra.
India's technological advance-
ments and the solcietal con-
tributions of companies like
Tata are gaining recognition.
This is precisely why foreign
forces forge alliances with
frustrated leaders and anti-
national elements, funding
them to gain control over
governance. The current gov-
ernment must take stronger
actions rather than merely
offering rhetoric.

(The writer is a former civil

servant; views are personal)
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Israel kills prominent militant

AP B TULKAREM

he Israeli military said it

killed five more militants,
including a local commander,
early Thursday in the West
Bank as it pressed ahead with
what appeared to be the dead-
liest military operation in the
occupied territory since the
start of the war in Gaza.

Israel says the simultane-
ous raids across the northern
West Bank — which have killed
a total of 16 people, nearly all
militants, since late Tuesday —
are aimed at preventing attacks.

The Palestinians see them as
a widening of the Israel-Hamas
war aimed at perpetuating
Israel's decades-long military
rule over the territory.

The Islamic Jihad militant
group confirmed that
Mohammed Jaber, known as
Abu Shujaa, was killed during a
raid in the city of Tulkarem. He
became a hero for many
Palestinians earlier in the year
when he was reported killed in
an Israeli operation, only to
make a surprise appearance at
the funeral of other militants,
where he was hoisted onto the
shoulders of a cheering crowd.

The military said he was
killed early Thursday along with

four other militants in a
shootout with Israeli forces after
the five had hidden inside a
mosque. It said Abu Shujaa was
linked to numerous attacks on
Israelis, including a deadly
shooting in June, and was plan-
ning more. The military said
another militant was arrested in
the operation in Tulkarem, and
that a member of Israel’s para-
military Border Police was light-
ly wounded.

Israel launched a large-scale
operation in the West Bank
overnight into Wednesday.
Hamas said 10 of its fighters were
killed in different locations, and
the Palestinian Health Ministry
reported an 11th death, without
saying whether he was a fighter
or a civilian.

The overall toll of 16 killed
in less than two days would make
it the deadliest Israeli operation
in the West Bank since Hamas’
October 7 attack out of Gaza
ignited the war there. The
Palestinian Health Ministry says
over 650 Palestinians have been
killed in the West Bank since the
start of the war. Most appear to
have been militants killed in gun-
battles during Israeli operations
like the one this week, but civil-
ian bystanders and rock-throw-
ing protesters have also been

killed, and the territory saw a
surge of settler violence. Israel
says the operations are required
to prevent attacks on its citizens,
which have also risen since the
start of the war. Israel captured
the West Bank, the Gaza Strip
and east Jerusalem in the 1967
Mideast war, and the Palestinians
want all three territories for
their future state.

The 3 million Palestinians in
the West Bank live under seem-
ingly open-ended Israeli military
rule, with the Western-backed
Palestinian Authority adminis-
tering towns and cities. Over
500,000 Jewish settlers, who
have Israeli citizenship, live in
well over 100 settlements across
the territory that most of the
international community consid-
ers illegal.

The raids have focused on
refugee camps that date back to
the 1948 war surrounding
Israel’s creation, in which around
700,000 Palestinians fled or
were driven out of what is now
Israel. Many of the camps are
militant strongholds.

Hamas repeated its calls for
Palestinians in the West Bank to
rise up, calling the raids part of
a larger plan to expand the war
in Gaza. The militant group has
called on security forces loyal to

the Western-backed Palestinian
Authority, which cooperate with
Israel, to “join the sacred battle
of our people”. Palestinian
Authority President Mahmoud
Abbas has also condemned the
Israeli raids, but his forces were
not expected to get involved.

The war in Gaza erupted
when Hamas-led militants
stormed into southern Israel and
rampaged through army bases
and farming communities,
killing some 1,200 people, most-
ly civilians, and abducting
around 250. The militants are
still holding 108 hostages,
around a third of whom are
believed to be dead, after most
of the rest were released during
a November cease-fire.

Israel responded with an
offensive that has killed over
40,000 Palestinians, according to
Gaza’s Health Ministry, which
does not say how many were
militants. Around 90 per cent of
Gaza’s population has been dis-
placed, often multiple times,
and Israeli bombardment and
ground operations have caused
vast destruction.

The United States, Qatar
and Egypt have spent months
trying to mediate a cease-fire
that would see the remaining
hostages released.

worid

EU urged to rethink ties
with Israel over Gaza

AP M BRUSSELS

The European Union must
rethink its relations with
Israel as the death toll mounts in
Gaza and the West Bank and
impose sanctions on some Israeli
government ministers accused of
fomenting racial hatred, Ireland
and the bloc’s top diplomat said
on Thursday.

At ameeting of EU foreign min-
isters in Brussels, Ireland's foreign
minister accused Israel of delib-
erately targeting civilians as well
as Hamas militants with the mil-
itary campaign it launched
almost 11 months ago.

“This is a war against Palestinians
not just against Hamas. The level
of civilian casualties and dead is
unconscionable;” Micheal Martin
told reporters. “It’s a war on the
population. No point in trying to
fudge this”

Israel's offensive in Gaza has
killed over 40,000 people,
according to local health officials,
displaced 90 per cent of the pop-
ulation and destroyed its main
cities. Hamas has lost thousands
of fighters and much of its mil-
itant infrastructure.

Violence has also surged in the

West Bank since Hamas’
October 7 attack inside southern
Israel ignited the war there.
Israel launched a large-scale
operation in the West Bank this
week, in which Hamas said 10 of
its fighters were killed in differ-
ent locations.

Martin said a legal opinion
issued by the International Court
of Justice that Israel’s occupation
of Gaza and the West Bank is
unlawful obliges the EU to take
action. The Palestinians have
hailed it as “a watershed moment
for Palestine, for justice and for
international law”

“It cannot be business as usual,”
Martin told reporters. “It is very
clear to us that international
humanitarian law has been bro-
ken?” Ties between the EU and
Israel - which are major trading
partners — are governed by a so-
called Association Agreement.
Ireland and Spain have been
pressing their EU partners to
examine whether Israel has bro-
ken the rules. The EU is the
world’s top provider of aid to the
Palestinians but holds little lever-
age over Israel, notably because
the 27 member countries are
deeply divided in their approach.

Austria, Germany and Hungary
are staunch backers of Israel,
while Ireland and Spain are
more vocal in their support for
the Palestinians. Nonetheless,
the bloc does have credibility as
a European project founded on
peace.

EU foreign policy chief Josep
Borrell, with the backing of
Ireland, urged the ministers to
consider imposing sanctions on
certain members of Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s
right-wing cabinet over their
remarks about the war in Gaza.
“Some Israeli ministers have
been launching hateful mes-
sages, unacceptable hateful mes-
sages, against the Palestinians
and proposing things that go
clearly against international law
and is an (incitement) to com-
mit more crimes,” Borrell
said.Borrell did not name the
ministers, but earlier this month
he criticised Israel's Finance
Minister Bezalel Smotrich for
suggesting that the starvation of
Gazas population of more than
2 million people “might be just
and moral” until hostages cap-
tured in the October 7 attack are
returned home.

Iran gas leak kills 2, hurts 10

AP W DUBAI

Agas leak caused the death of
two people and injured 10
others at an Iranian
Revolutionary Guard centre,
Iranian state television report-
ed Thursday. The leak occurred
on Wednesday night at a work-
shop belonging to the Guard in
Isfahan province, and the
injured people were transferred
to a hospital for treatment, it
said.

The Isfahan Provincial Guard
identified the dead as Capt.
Mojtaba Nazari and Lt. Col.
Mokhtar Morshedi, the report
said.

The Guards statement did not
say if the two senior officers
died from being asphyxiated by
gas or if the gas leak caused an
explosion. It did not say how
the people were injured or give
other details.

A number of deadly explosions
at Revolutionary Guard facili-
ties have in recent years. The
most notable came in 2011,
when a blast at a missile base
near Tehran killed 17 people
including Commander Hassan
Tehrani Moghaddam, who led

the paramilitary force’s missile
programme.

Initially, authorities described
the blast as an accident, though
a former prisoner later said the
Guard interrogated him on
suspicion that Israel caused the
explosion.

Tensions have remained high
since Hamas™ top political
leader, Ismail Haniyeh, was
killed on July 31 in the Iranian
capital.

Iran accused Israel of killing
Haniyeh, but Israel has not
taken responsibility. Iranian
top officials vowed to retaliate
against Israel for the death of
Haniyeh.

Israeli officials rarely acknowl-
edge operations carried out by
the country’s secret military
units or its Mossad intelligence
agency. However, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
has long considered Iran to be
the biggest threat his nation
faces.

In April, Iranian air defences at
amajor air base and at a nuclear
site near the central city of
Isfahan were employed against
an assault in retaliation for
Tehran’s unprecedented drone-

and-missile assault on Israel.
In January 2023, bomb-carry-
ing drones struck a defense fac-
tory in the central city of
Isfahan, while in April 2023, the
country’s air defence systems
shot down a drone strike on an
Isfahan defence factory.
Tehran faces challenges as its
nuclear programme rapidly
enriches uranium closer than
ever to weapons-grade levels
since the collapse of its atomic
accord with world powers.
Iran’s central Isfahan province
has been of interest to Israel
because many of Iran’s nuclear
facilities are located there. The
underground Natanz nuclear
facility, located in the province,
is the country’s main uranium
enrichment facility. There, cen-
trifuges rapidly spin uranium
hexafluoride gas to enrich ura-
nium.

Iran sees Israel as a prime sus-
pect in launching a series of
attacks on Iran, including an
April 2021 assault on its under-
ground Natanz nuclear facility
that damaged its centrifuges. In
2020, Iran blamed Israel for a
sophisticated attack that killed
its top military nuclear scientist.

Top Chinese general tells US to stop colluding
with Taiwan in meeting with security adviser

AP M BEIJING

Atop Chinese military offi-
cer, in a rare meeting
with a visiting American offi-
cial, demanded Thursday that
the United States stop “collu-
sion” with Taiwan, the self-
governing island that China
says must come under its
rule.

Gen. Zhang Youxia, one of
two vice chairs of the Central
Military Commission, told
White House National
Security Adviser Jake Sullivan
that promoting what China
calls the reunification of
Taiwan with the mainland is
“the mission and responsibil-
ity” of the military, according
to a statement from China’s
Defence Ministry.

Sullivan was wrapping up a
three-day trip to China, his
first as national security
adviser and one aimed at
maintaining communication
to avoid differences over
Taiwan and other issues from

spiralling into conflict. Both
governments are eager to
keep relations on an even keel
ahead of a change in the US
presidency in January.

“Your request to meet with
me shows the value you
attach to military security
and the relationship between
our militaries,” Zhang said in
brief opening remarks.

Sullivan said “it is
rare that we have the oppor-
tunity to have this kind of
exchange” and underscored

“the need for us to responsi-
bly manage US-China rela-
tions.”

The meeting came one day
after the White House said
that both countries would
plan for a phone call between
Chinese President Xi Jinping
and President Joe Biden in
the coming weeks. There was
no indication whether the
two leaders might meet in
person before Biden leaves
the Oval Office.

The announcement followed
Sullivan’s main talks on this

trip, a day and a half of meet-
ings with Wang Yi, the for-
eign minister and the ruling
Communist Party’s top for-
eign policy official. The US
doesn’t recognise Taiwan as
an independent country but
is its main supplier of arms
for its defence. China and
Taiwan split in 1949 at the
end of a civil war that brought
the communists to power in
China. The rival Nationalists
fled to Taiwan, where they set
up a government on the
island about 160 kilometres
across the Taiwan Strait from
the Chinese coast.“China
demands that the United
States stop military collusion
between the US and Taiwan,
stop arming Taiwan and stop
spreading false narratives
about Taiwan,” the Chinese
Defence Ministry statement
said, without elaborating on
what the false narratives are.
A White House statement
said the two had “recognised
the progress in sustained,
regular military-military

communications over the
past ten months” and noted
an agreement announced the
previous day to hold a tele-
phone call between comman-
ders at the theatre-level in the
near future. On Taiwan, the
US statement said only that
Sullivan had raised the
importance of cross-Strait
peace and stability. China
suspended communication
between the two militaries
and in a few other fields
after a senior US lawmaker,
then-House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, visited Taiwan in
August 2022. Talks were only
gradually resumed more than
a year later, after Xi and
Biden met outside San
Francisco in November.

A theatre-level call would be
between Adm. Samuel
Paparo, who heads the US
Indo-Pacific Command in
Hawaii, and his Chinese
counterpart, said Danny
Russel, a vice president at the
Asia Society Policy Institute
in New York.

HK court
convicts two
journalists

in landmark
sedition case

Hong Kong (AP): A Hong
Kong court convicted two for-
mer editors of a shuttered
news outlet on Thursday, in a
sedition case widely seen as a
barometer for the future of
media freedoms in the city
once hailed as a bastion of free
press in Asia.

Stand News former editor-in-
chief Chung Pui-kuen and
former acting editor-in-chief
Patrick Lam were arrested in
December 2021. They pleaded
not guilty to the charge of con-
spiracy to publish and repro-
duce seditious publications.
Their trial was Hong Kong’s
first involving media since the
former British colony returned
to Chinese rule in 1997. Stand
News was one of the city’s last
media outlets that openly crit-
icised the government amid a
crackdown on dissent that fol-
lowed massive pro-democracy
protests in 2019. It was shut
down just months after the
pro-democracy Apple Daily
newspaper, whose jailed
founder Jimmy Lai is fighting
collusion charges under a
sweeping national security law
enacted in 2020.

Chung and Lam were charged
under a colonial-era sedition
law that has been used increas-
ingly to crush dissidents. They
face up to two years in prison
and a fine of 5,000 Hong Kong
dollars (about USD 640) for a
first offense.

Best Pencil (Hong Kong) Ltd.,
the outlet’s holding company,
was convicted on the same
charge. It had no representa-
tives during the trial, which
began in October 2022. Judge
Kwok Wai-kin said in his writ-
ten judgement that Stand
News’ became a tool for smear-
ing the Beijing and Hong Kong
governments during the 2019
protests. He said a conviction
is deemed proportional “when
speech, in the relevant context,
is deemed to have caused
potential damage to national
security and intends to serious-
ly undermine the authority of
the Chinese central govern-
ment or the Hong Kong gov-
ernment, and that it must be
stopped”. The case was centred
on 17 articles. Prosecutors said
some promoted “illegal ideolo-
gies”, or smeared the security
law and law enforcement offi-
cers.

Harris, Walz will sit down for first major TV

AP H SAVANNA

Vice President Kamala
Harris and her running
mate, Minnesota Gov. Tim
Walz, will sit down Thursday
for their first major television
interview of their presidential
campaign as the duo travels in
southeast Georgia on a bus
tour.

The interview with CNN’s
Dana Bash will give Harris a
chance to quell criticism that
she has eschewed uncontrolled
environments, while also giv-
ing her a fresh platform to
define her campaign and test
her political mettle ahead of an
upcoming debate with former
President Donald Trump set
for September 10. But it also
carries risk as her team tries to
build on momentum from the
ticket shakeup following Joe
Biden’s exit and last week’s
Democratic National
Convention. Joint interviews
during an election year are a
fixture in politics; Biden and

Harris, Trump and Mike Pence,
Barack Obama and Biden — all
did them at a similar point in
the race. The difference is
those other candidates had all
done solo interviews, too.
Harris hasn't yet done an in-
depth interview since she
became her party’s standard
bearer five weeks ago, though
she did sit for several while she
was still Biden’s running mate.
Harris and Walz remain some-
what unknown to voters, unlike

Trump and Biden of whom
voters had near-universal
awareness and opinion.

The CNN interview, airing at 9
pm EDT Thursday, takes place
during her two-day bus tour
through southeast Georgia
campaigning for the critical
battleground state, a trip that
culminates Thursday with a
rally in Savannah. Harris
campaign officials believe that
in order to win the state over
Trump in November, they must

make inroads in GOP strong-
holds across the state.

Harris, during her time as vice
president, has done on-camera
and print interviews with The
Associated Press and many
other outlets, a much more fre-
quent pace than the president
— except for Biden’s late-stage
media blitz following his disas-
trous debate performance that
touched off the end of his
campaign.

Harris’ lack of media access
over the past month has
become one of Republicans’
key attack lines. The Trump
campaign has kept a tally of the
days she has gone by as a can-
didate without giving an inter-
view. On Wednesday, Arkansas
Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders,
Trump’s former press secretary,
suggested Harris needed a
“babysitter” and that’s why
Walz would be there.

“They know Kamala Harris
can’t get through an interview
all by herself. There is not a lot
of confidence in somebody to

Interview

become the leader of the free
world and ask people to make
her president of the United
States when she can't even sit
down (for) an interview, she
said on “Fox & Friends”

Trump, meanwhile, has large-
ly steered toward conservative
media outlets when granting
interviews, though he has held
more open press conferences in
recent weeks as he sought to
reclaim the spotlight that
Harris’ elevation had claimed.
After the CNN interview, Walz
will peel off and Harris will
continue the bus tour alone,
heading to a rally before going
back to Washington. On
Wednesday, the duo visited a
high school marching band to
the delight of students, and
stopped by a Savannah barbe-
cue restaurant. Harris cam-
paign communications director
Michael Tyler said bus tours
offer an “opportunity to get to
places we don't usually go
(and) make sure were compet-
ing in all communities”

UK’s Starmer confirms that his govt
mulling crackdown on smoking

AP M LONDON

ritish Prime Minister Keir

Starmer confirmed on
Thursday that his govern-
ment is looking at introducing
tougher anti-smoking mea-
sures, which could potential-
ly see a ban on smoking in
outdoor spaces, including at
pubs and restaurants. His con-
firmation came after a report
in the Sun newspaper that the
government was mulling a
ban in pub gardens and out-
door restaurants, as well as
outside facilities such as hos-
pitals, universities and sports
grounds.
Smoking in the UK has been
banned inside pubs, restau-
rants and most workplaces
since 2007. Still, smoking-
related illnesses remain a
drain on the National Health
Service, costing it over 2.5 bil-
lion pounds a year in England
alone, according to figures

from the NHS.
My starting point on this is to
remind everybody that over
80,000 people lose their lives
every year because of smok-
ing, Starmer said in Paris
while visiting French
President Emmanuel Macron.
“So, yes, we are going to take
decisions in this space, more
details will be revealed, but
this is a preventable series of
deaths and we've got to take
action to reduce the burden
on the NHS and the taxpayer”
Starmer’s Labour govern-
ment, which was elected in
July, has already said it will
reintroduce the former
Conservative administration’s
legislation to outlaw the sale
of tobacco to anyone born on
or after January 2009.
Under that plan, which did-
't become law because the
election was called early, the
legal age that people in
England can buy cigarettes

will be raised by one year,
every year until it is eventual-
ly illegal for the whole popu-
lation. The number of people
who smoke in the UK has
declined by two-thirds since
the 1970s, but some 6.4 mil-
lion people in the country —
or about 13 per cent of the
population — still smoke,
according to official figures. In
2007, the legal age of sale for
tobacco was raised from 16 to
18 alongside the smoking ban
indoors. While health profes-
sionals broadly welcomed the
prospect of a smoking ban
outdoors, others argued that it
is a further unnecessary intru-
sion by the state on people’s
lifestyle choices and another
potential burden on business-
es still struggling to recoup the
losses during the coronavirus
pandemic and the subsequent
surge in energy costs follow-
ing Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine.

Suspects in foiled plot to attack Taylor
Swift shows aimed to kill ‘thousands’

AP M BERLIN

The suspects in the foiled
plot to attack Taylor Swift
concerts in Vienna earlier this
month sought to kill “tens of
thousands” of fans before the
CIA discovered intelligence
that disrupted the planning
and led to arrests, the agency’s
deputy director said. The CIA
notified Austrian authorities of
the scheme, which allegedly
included links to the Islamic
State group. The intelligence
and subsequent arrests ulti-
mately led to the cancellation
of three sold-out Eras Tour
shows, devastating fans who
had travelled across the globe
to see Swift in concert.

CIA Deputy Director
David Cohen addressed the
failed plot during the annual
Intelligence and National
Security Summit, held this
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week in Maryland.
“They were plotting to kill
a huge number — tens of

thousands of people at this con-
cert, including I am sure many
Americans — and were quite
advanced in this,” Cohen said
on Wednesday. “The Austrians
were able to make those arrests
because the agency and our
partners in the intelligence

community provided them
information about what this
ISIS-connected group was
planning to do”

Austrian officials said the
main suspect, a 19-year-old
Austrian man, was inspired
by the Islamic State group. He
allegedly planned to attack
outside the stadium, where
upwards of 30,000 fans were
expected to gather, with knives
or homemade explosives.

Another 65,000 fans were
likely to be inside the venue.
Investigators discovered chem-
ical substances and technical
devices during a raid of the sus-
pect’s home.

The 19-year-old’s lawyer
has said the allegations were
“overacting at its best’, and con-
tended Austrian authorities
were “presenting this exagger-
atedly” in order to get new sur-
veillance powers.Swift broke

her silence about the cancella-
tions last week after her
London shows had concluded.

“Having our Vienna shows
cancelled was devastating;” she
wrote in a statement posted to
Instagram. “The reason for the
cancellations filled me with a
new sense of fear, and a
tremendous amount of guilt
because so many people had
planned on coming to those
shows”” She thanked authorities
— “thanks to them, we were
grieving concerts and not lives’,
she wrote — and said she wait-
ed to speak until the European
leg of her Eras Tour conclud-
ed to prioritise safety.

“Let me be very clear: I am
not going to speak about some-
thing publicly if I think doing
so might provoke those who
would want to harm the fans
who come to my shows,” she
wrote.

Denmark has record 25 govt
mins after major reshuffle

AP B COPENHAGEN

D anish Prime Minister Mette
Frederiksen on Thursday
appointed six new ministers in
a major reshuffle of her three-
party centrist government,
bringing the number of minis-
ters to 25 — the largest ever in
30 years. One of the ministers
will head a new government
office of emergency prepared-
ness, climate change and cyber
crimes.

“The world has become more
troubled,” Frederiksen said as
she announced that Torsten
Schack Pedersen will be in
charge of the new ministry,
after the reshuffled cabinet was
formally presented to King
Frederik X. Denmark now joins
Sweden to have such a depart-
ment. Besides the new emer-
gency office, the government

now has two other new min-
istries, bringing the total to 25,
the largest since the 1993-1994
Cabinet of Social Democratic
Prime Minister Poul Nyrup
Rasmussen who had 24 minis-
ters.

Marie Bjerre left her job as min-
ister for digitalisation and gen-
der equality, to become in
charge of the European Union
affairs, ahead of Denmark’s
rotating EU presidency in the
second half of 2025.

Jeppe Bruus, the outgoing tax-
ation minister, was brought in
to head a brand new ministry,
which will be coordinating
Denmarks green policy. The
Scandinavian country has a
goal of 70 per cent emissions
reductions by 2030 and achiev-
ing net zero by 2050.

Bruus was replaced by Rasmus
Stoklund while Bjerre’s previous

job was given to Caroline Stage
Olsen, who became the digital-
ization minister. The gender
equality portfolio was handed
over to Environment Minister
Magnus Heunicke.

In one of the major surprises,
Copenhagen mayor Sophie
Hestorp Andersen was
appointed as minister in charge
of social affairs instead of
Pernille Rosenkrantz-Theil,
who left the government.
Frederiksen, who is the leader
of the Social Democratic Party,
announced Wednesday that she
was doing a government reshuf-
fle and creating three new min-
istries.

In 2022, she presented the cur-
rent majority government, con-
sisting of her centre-left Social
Democrats, the centre-right
Liberal Party and the newly cre-
ated centrist Moderates party.

Brazil’s top
court threatens
to suspend

X operations

Rio de Janeiro (AP): A Brazilian
Supreme Court justice has
threatened to shut down the local
operations of X, formerly Twitter,
unless its billionaire owner Elon
Musk names an in-country legal
representative within 24 hours.
The order from Justice
Alexandre de Moraes on
Wednesday is the latest develop-
ment in an ongoing feud with
Musks platform. The company
has clashed with de Moraes ear-
lier this year over free speech,
accounts associated with the
far-right and misinformation,
and it claims to be a victim of
censorship.

Earlier this month, X said it was
removing all remaining Brazil
staff in the country “effective
immediately;” saying de Moraes
had threatened its legal represen-
tative with arrest.
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Russia continues heavy missile,
drone hombardment of Ukraine
Former Russian defence official

AP H KYIV

Russia conducted a heavy
aerial attack on Ukraine
for the third time in four days
Thursday, again launching mis-
siles and scores of drones that
mostly were intercepted,
Ukraine€’s air force said.
Russian forces fired five missiles
and 74 Shahed drones at
Ukrainian targets, an air force
statement said. Air defences
stopped two missiles and 60
drones, and 14 other drones
presumably fell before reaching
their target, it said.
Authorities in the capital, Kyiv,
said debris of destroyed drones
fell in three districts of the city,
causing minor damage to civil-
ian infrastructure but no
injuries. Russias relentless and
unnerving long-range strikes
on civilian areas have been a
feature of the war since it
invaded its neighbour in
February 2022.

Ukrainian officials have recent-
ly become more vocal in their
long-standing insistence that
Western countries supporting
their war effort should scrap
restrictions on what Ukraine is
allowed to target inside Russia
with long-range weapons they
have provided.

Ukraine President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy renewed his pleas for
Western allies to untie his
hands in deciding what to
strike on Russian soil.

“All our partners should be
more active — much more
active — in countering Russian
terror;” Zelenskyy said late
Wednesday. “We continue to
insist that their determination
now — lifting the restrictions
on long-range strikes for
Ukraine now — will help us to
end the war as soon as possible
in a fair way for Ukraine and
the world as a whole”

The European Union’s top
diplomat on Thursday backed
Zelenskyy’s push for interna-
tional backers to end their lim-
its. Ukraine has deployed
domestically produced drones
to strike Russia.

The Russian military said on
Thursday it had thwarted an
overnight attack on Crimea.
The Russian Defence Ministry
said its forces destroyed three
Ukrainian sea drones aimed at

AP I MOSCOW

detainec suspcted ffraudi’___

former Russian defence

official was ordered
detained on fraud charges on
Thursday in the latest high-
profile arrest of a senior mili-
tary official in what appears a
sweeping investigation into
abuse of office in the top ech-
elons of the military leadership.
Former Deputy Defence
Minister Pavel Popov faces up
to 10 years in prison if he is
charged and convicted after
being detained on suspicion of
committing fraud, Russian state
news agencies reported on
Thursday.
The case against Popov relates
to business activities at a
sprawling park in Moscow
sometimes called Russia’s “mil-
itary Disneyland”
Patriot Park, a pet project of
former Defence Minister Sergei
Shoigu, is designed to inspire
patriotism in Russia’s younger
generations and showcases
Soviet and Russian weaponry.
It has a firing range, air base,
museums and conference cen-
ter and a massive, khaki-col-
ored Cathedral of the Russian
Armed Forces, which features
mosaics of Soviet and Russian
soldiers. Russian President
Vladimir Putin personally
donated money to commission
the main icon for the church,
according to the Kremlin.
Popov is now the eighth top
military figure to be arrested on
charges of fraud, bribery or
abuse of office in recent
months, including Deputy
Defence Minister Timur
Ivanov, who was arrested for
bribery in April and later dis-

missed from his position. The

-

arrests began shortly before
Putin replaced long-time
defence minister Sergei Shoigu
with an economist, Andrei
Belousov. Analysts suggest the
arrests are a sign that the most
egregious corruption in the
defense ministry will no longer
be tolerated.

Former deputy defence minis-
ter Popov was responsible for
developing and maintaining
Patriot Park and is accused of
renovating his own properties
in the Moscow region at the
parKk’s expense, Tass said. He is
accused of fraud alongside the
director of the park and Maj.
Gen Vladimir Shesterov,
deputy of the Defence
Ministry’s innovations depart-
ment, both of whom have
already been detained.

Popov forced companies that
had contracts with Patriot Park
to do work on his “out-of-town
apartments without paying for
them,” Svetlana Petrenko from

Russia’s Investigative
Committee told state news
agency Tass.

In addition to a plot of land
with houses outside Moscow,
Popov and his family own
“numerous properties in pres-
tigious areas of Moscow, the
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Moscow Region and the
Krasnodar Region,” in southern
Russia, Petrenko said. The
properties are worth a total of
500 million roubles ($5.5 mil-
lion) and investigators are
establishing whether they were
acquired legally, Petrenko told
Tass.

Popov was a deputy defence
minister from 2013 to June this
year when he was dismissed by
a presidential decree. His arrest
comes shortly after that of
Former Deputy Defence
Minister Gen. Dmitry
Bulgakov who was detained in
Moscow in July.

According to Tass, Bulgakov is
charged with large-scale
embezzlement. He reportedly
oversaw the creation of a sys-
tem to supply low-quality food
rations to Russian troops at
inflated prices. If found guilty,
he faces up to 10 years in
prison. Bulgakov was deputy
defence minister from 2008 to
September 2022, when he was
dismissed. He was in charge of
logistics at the time, and while
the ministry had said that he
was taking another job, the
move was seen as punishment
for flaws in supporting opera-
tions in Ukraine.

the Black Sea peninsula that
Moscow annexed from Ukraine
in 2014.

The Russia-installed governor
of Sevastopol Mikhail
Razvozhayev added that four
Ukrainian aerial drones and

three sea drones were destroyed
“at a significant distance” from
the peninsula’s shore.

In the meantime, Ukraine’s
Army General Staff acknowl-
edged Thursday Ukraine’s
involvement in strikes this week

on oil depots deep inside
Russia, where blazes broke out.
The attacks in the Rostov and
Kirov regions were part of
Ukraineé’s effort to disrupt logis-
tical infrastructure supporting
Russia’s war machine.

EU envoy ramps
up pressure on
Ukraine’s backers
to permit strikes

inside Russia

Brussels (AP): The European
Union’s top diplomat on
Thursday ramped up pressure
on Ukraine’s international back-
ers to lift restrictions on the use
of weapons they provide the
conflict-ravaged country to
allow its armed forces to strike
targets inside Russia.

The US restricts the use of
long-range ballistic missiles it
provides to Ukraine and some
EU members also limit the use
of their weapons. Ukraine is des-
perate to target airfields and
other military installations inside
Russia that are used to stage
attacks on its armed forces and
civilians. “We need to lift restric-
tions on the use of weaponry
against Russian military tar-
gets, in accordance with interna-
tional law;” EU foreign policy
chief Josep Borrell said as the
bloc’s foreign ministers gathered
in Brussels to discuss Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine.

“The weaponry that we are pro-
viding to Ukraine has to have
full use, and the restrictions have
to be lifted in order for the
Ukrainians to be able to target
the places where Russia is bomb-
ing them. Otherwise, the
weaponry is useless, Borrell
told reporters.

Speaking alongside Ukrainian
Foreign Minister Dmytro
Kuleba, Borrell condemned
Russia’s attacks on civilians and
civilian infrastructure. “Russia
wants to bomb a European
country into full capitulation,” he
said. Kuleba said that Ukraine’s
backers would only have them-
selves to blame if Russia wins.
“The success of Russia depends
on one thing: on the prepared-
ness of partners to make bold
decisions. If decisions are taken,
Ukraine is successful on the
ground. If they are not taken,
then do not complain on
Ukraine, complain on yourself;”
he said. Kuleba insisted that
Ukraine only wants to attack
“legitimate military targets”
inside Russia. “If we are supplied
a sufficient amount of missiles,
if we are allowed to strike, we
will significantly decrease the
capacity of Russia to inflict
damage on our critical infra-
structure and we will improve
the situation of our forces on the
ground,” he said.
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South Korean firefighters prepare to lift a vehicle that fell into a sinkhole on a street in Seoul on Thursday
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“Over 1,000 killed during
protests in Bangladesh’

PTI H DHAKA

Over 1,000 people have been
killed during the protests
against the Sheikh Hasina-led
government in Bangladesh while
more than 400 were blinded by
police fire, with some of them
losing sight in one or both eyes,
a top adviser of the interim gov-
ernment said on Thursday.

Health Adviser Nurjahan
Begum disclosed this during a
visit to the Central Police
Hospital in the capital’s
Rajarbagh where she interacted
with the police personnel injured
in clashes and spoke to those at
the surgical department to ask
about their condition. “So far
1,000 people have been killed
and more than 400 students and
members of the general public
have lost their sight. Many have
been blind in one eye, while oth-
ers are blind in both,” Nurjahan
was quoted as saying by the
bdnews24.com news portal. An
anti-discrimination student

movement against the govern-
ment started in mid-July over a
controversial quota system in
jobs. The protests turned violent
after crackdown by the forces.
Several protesters were killed
and injured during clashes with
the police in different parts of the
country. The protest movement
then transformed into an anti-
government movement,
demanding prime minister
Sheikh Hasina’s resignation.
Hasina resigned and fled to
India on August 5 following the
mass movement against her
government. An interim govern-
ment replaced her regime and
84-year-old Nobel laureate
Muhammad Yunus was named
its Chief Adviser - a position
equivalent to prime minister.
Nurjahan told the media that
many police personnel who had
sought treatment had injuries on
their heads and legs.

She said they were speaking to
an American-based institution
called Sheba regarding the treat-

ment of those who had lost
vision in their eyes. A list of
those having eye issues had
been provided to them.

“We have given the Sheba
Foundation a list of those who
have lost vision in their eyes or
are having eye-related issues.
They said they would send doc-
tors to our country as soon as
possible. They would be treated
at the Ispahani Islamia Eye
Institute, the National Eye
Science Institute and Hospital,
the Chattogram Eye Hospital,
and in Dinajpur;” she said.

She said the government has
taken responsibility for the fam-
ilies of those who have died and
to provide free treatment for the
injured. “Some have had severe
leg injuries and even had to have
their legs amputated. We are in
discussions with various donor
organizations and the World
Bank to bring in a team of doc-
tors from abroad for proper
treatment. We are making efforts
in this regard,” she said.

SCS aggression: US forces
ready with ‘range of options'

AP H BAGUIO

American forces are ready
with a “range of options” to
deal with increasing acts of
aggression in the disputed South
China Sea if ordered to carry
them out jointly and after con-
sultations with treaty ally the
Philippines, a US admiral said
on Thursday.

US Indo-Pacific Command
chief Adm Samuel Paparo, who
heads the biggest number of
combat forces outside the US
mainland, refused to provide
details of the contingency
options.

Paparo’s comments came when
asked at a news conference
what the longtime treaty allies
could do to deal with China’s so-
called gray-zone tactics in the
disputed waters.

The “gray-zone tactics” refer to
types of assault, like water can-
non fire and the blocking and
ramming of rival ships in the
disputed waters, that are under
the threshold of an actual armed
attack and wouldn't allow the
Philippines to invoke its 1951
Mutual Defense Treaty with the
US. The treaty obligates either

country to help the other in case
of an armed external attack.
“We certainly have prepared a
range of options and USIN-
DOPACOM stands ready, if so
called, after consultations in
accordance with the treaty to
execute those shoulder to shoul-
der with our ally;” Paparo said.
Detailing those US military
options would allow “the poten-
tial adversary” to “build a coun-
termeasure to those,” he said.
Paparo held a joint news confer-
ence with Armed Forces of the
Philippines chief Gen Romero
Brawner Jr, after both led an
annual meeting in the northern
Philippine mountain city of
Baguio to discuss security chal-
lenges and military plans. They
include the Balikatan — Tagalog
for shoulder to shoulder — the
treaty allies largest combat exer-
cises, which in April involved
more than 16,000 American
and Filipinos forces and were
partly staged in the South China
Sea.

In response to a question, Paparo
repeated that the US military is
open, after treaty consultations
with the Philippines, to escort-
ing Philippine ships in the South

China Sea amid a spike in hos-
tilities between Beijing and
Manila in the disputed waters.
Such a prospect would risk
putting US Navy ships in direct
collisions with those of China.

Washington and Beijing have
been on a collision course over
China’s increasingly assertive
actions to defend its territorial
claims in the South China Sea,
and Beijing’s stated goal of
annexing Taiwan, by force if nec-
essary.

Brawner said the Philippines
could still fend for itself in the
disputed waters, where hostili-
ties with the Chinese coast
guard, navy and suspected mili-
tia ships have alarmingly spiked
since last year.

“If we exhaust all the options and
nothing works, then thats the
time we can ask for help,
Brawner told reporters. When
Filipino forces in the disputed
waters “are at the verge of dying,
because food supplies were
being blocked by Chinese forces,
“then that’s the time that we are
going to seek the help of the
United States,” Brawner said, but
added that “we still have a lot of
options”

"Typhoon lashes Japan
with torrential rain
and strong winds

Tokyo (AP): A typhoon lashed
southern Japan with torrential
rain and strong winds
Thursday, causing at least three
deaths as it started a crawl up
the length of the archipelago
and raised concerns of flooding,
landslides and extensive dam-
age. Typhoon Shanshan made
landfall in the morning on the
southern island of Kyushu and
about 60 centimetres of rainfall
had fallen in parts of Miyazaki
prefecture, the Japan
Meteorological Agency said.
That 24-hour total was more
than the August rainfall average
and swollen rivers were threat-
ening floods, it said.

The typhoon was forecast to
bring strong winds, high waves
and significant rainfall to most
of the country, particularly the
southern prefectures of Kyushu.
Around midday, Shanshan was
moving north at 15 kph and its
winds had weakened to 126
kph, JMA said. More than a
dozen people were injured in
Miyazaki, many of them
thrown to the ground. One each
was also injured nearby
Kumamoto and Kagoshima

prefectures on their way to
shelters, the Fire and Disaster
Management Agency said.
Nearly a quarter million house-
holds were without power
across Kyushu, most of them in
the Kagoshima precture, the
Kyushu Electric Power Co. said.
Ahead of the typhoon’s arrival,
heavy rain caused a landslide
that buried a house in the cen-
tral city of Gamagori, killing
three residents and injuring
two others, according to the
city’s disaster management
department. On the southern
island of Amami, where the
typhoon passed, one person
was injured by being knocked
down by a wind gust while rid-
ing a motorcycle, the FDMA
said. Weather and government
officials are concerned about
extensive damage as the
typhoon slowly sweeps up the
Japanese archipelago over the
next few days, threatening
floods and landslides. The
typhoon’s impact was yet to be
felt in the Tokyo region, where
business was as usual and heavy
rain was predicted later this
week.

Thai court hands
YouTube chef
life sentence

for murder

AP H BANGKOK

Acourt in Thailand on
Thursday found Daniel
Sancho Bronchalo, a member
of a famous Spanish acting
family, guilty of premeditated
murder and sentenced him to
life in prison, in a lurid case
that involved the victim being
dismembered.

The Koh Samui Provincial
Court issued an initial sen-
tence of death for Sancho, but
in its ruling commuted it to
life imprisonment due to his
cooperation during the trial,
Police Col Paisan Sangthep,
deputy commander of the
Surat Thani Provincial Police,

who attended the hearing,
told The  Associated
Press.

Sancho, a 30-year-old chef
with a YouTube channel, had
been charged with the murder
of Edwin Arrieta Arteaga, a
44-year-old plastic surgeon
from Colombia, when both
were  vacationing on
the Thai holiday island of
Koh Pha-ngan in August last
year.

SL Prez offers continuity for eco
recovery in election manifesto

Colombo (PTI): Sri Lankan
President Ranil
Wickremesinghe on Thursday
offered the continuation of his
economic recovery path with the
cash-strapped island nation’s
international partners as the
cornerstone of his election man-
ifesto for the presidential election
scheduled for next month. The
75-year-old incumbent presi-
dent is in the fray for reelection
in the September 21 polls to con-
tinue the recovery programme
with his legacy of ending miles-
long queues for essentials and
guaranteeing livelihoods in a
painful reform process. “We
must operate within the frame-
work of these agreements,
Wickremesinghe, also the
finance minister, said, referring
to the economic bail-out agree-
ment with the International
Monetary Fund, the official

creditor committee comprising
17 countries, China, the World
Bank and the Asian
Development Bank.

Sri Lanka’s bankrupt economy
has recorded positive growth
under Wickremesinghe's leader-
ship after the island nation
reported six quarters of negative
growth following the unprece-
dented economic crisis caused
by massive forex shortages in
2022. The public protests due to
shortages of essentials, power
and cooking gas led to the
ouster of Wickremesinghe’s pre-
decessor Gotabaya Rajapaksa
who resigned following mass
protests in 2022. The IMF-led
reform programme has made
the president unpopular, result-
ing in the lead of other front
runners — Sajith Premadasa
and Anura Kumara Dissanayake
— in unofficial polls.

‘Pak has

PTI H ISLAMABAD

Pakistan on Thursday said it
has no plans to hold talks
with the banned Tehreek-e-
Taliban Pakistan and asked
Afghanistan’s Taliban govern-
ment to take “robust action”
against these terror groups and
prevent their activities.
Foreign Office spokesperson
Mumtaz Zahra Baloch said
that the presence of terror
groups, including the Tehreek-
e-Taliban (TTP), in
Afghanistan was confirmed by
multiple international reports
including the United Nations.
“We expect the Afghan author-
ities to take robust action
against these terror groups and
prevent their activities that
endanger Pakistans security,
she said at the weekly press
briefing here.

“Pakistan has no plans to

no plans for talks with TTP’

engage in any talks with the
TTP, she added.

She said Islamabad has repeat-
edly raised concerns about the
use of Afghan territory against
Pakistan. She added that
Pakistan also provided intelli-
gence to Afghanistan on terror-
ism but refused to disclose the
details of the intelligence-shar-
ing arrangements.

Pakistan has repeatedly called
on the Afghan government to
prevent its soil from being used
against it by the TTP and other
terrorist groups - a claim denied
by Kabul.

There has been an uptick in the
incidents of terrorism in
Pakistan since the Taliban took
over the government in Kabul
in 2021, dashing hopes in
Islamabad that a friendly gov-
ernment in Afghanistan would
help to tackle militancy.
Relations between the two

countries have lately become
strained, largely because of the
TTP but also due to frequent
border skirmishes.

In March, Pakistani air force jets
carried out air strikes against
terrorists in the border regions
of Khost and Paktika inside the
neighbouring country. Baloch
said that Pakistan’s decision to
recognise the Afghan Taliban
government would be made in
consultation with regional part-
ners.

Separately, in a statement issued
on the International Day of
Remembrance and Tribute to
the Victims of Terrorism, the
Foreign Office paid tribute to
those who lost their lives in
counterterrorism efforts and
reiterated Pakistan’s firm stance
against the TTP.

The spokesperson also con-
demned the recent terrorist
activities in Balochistan, reaf-

firming the government’s com-
mitment to ensuring the safe-
ty of its citizens.

She also said that the China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor
was a transformational project
that had contributed positive-
ly and transparently to
Pakistan’s national develop-
ment. She said the corridor pro-
ject enjoys support and popu-
larity in all provinces and across
the political divide in Pakistan.
She clarified that Pakistan’s
total public debt relating to the
CPEC projects is a small per-
centage of its total debt.
Moreover, she said that the pub-
lic debt obtained from China
has a longer maturity period
with low interest rates.

The spokesperson reaffirmed
Pakistan’s commitment to pro-
vide full security to all Chinese
nationals, projects and institu-
tions.

Bangladesh signs int
convention on forced
disappearances

PTI H DHAKA

Bangladesh on Thursday
signed the UN convention
against forced disappearance,
two days after it formed a com-
mission to trace and identify
“each and every” case of forced
disappearance during deposed
prime minister Sheikh Hasina’s
nearly 16-year regime.

“It is a historic occasion,” the
press wing of the interim gov-
ernment chief Muhammad
Yunus quoted him as saying
after he inked the Instrument
of Accession to the
International Convention for
the Protection of All Persons
from Enforced
Disappearances.

The development comes a day
ahead of the UN-declared
International Day for the
Victims of  Enforced
Disappearances, observed on
August 30, for the convention
adopted by the United Nations
on December 20, 2006.
“Now, therefore I, Professor
Muhammad Yunus, Chief

Adviser, declare that the
Government of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh, hav-
ing considered the above-men-
tioned Convention, accedes
to the same and undertakes
faithfully to perform and carry
out the stipulations therein
contained,” the instrument
reads.

Yunus, 84, who comes from
the development sector, took
over as the Chief Adviser of the
interim government in the
country on August 8 after
Sheikh Hasina resigned and
fled to India on August 5 after
protracted violent demonstra-
tions. Later, Yunus posted on
X from his official account of
the Chief Adviser of the
Government of Bangladesh:
“Bangladesh on Thursday
signed the instrument of acces-
sion to the International
Convention for the Protection
of All Persons from Enforced
Disappearance, demonstrat-
ing its commitment to inves-
tigate each and every case of
enforced disappearances.”
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Sensex, Nifty scale
all-time high levels

PTI B MUMBAI

Equity benchmark indices
Sensex and Nifty hit their

all-time high levels on
Thursday, driven by a rally in
index  majors  Reliance

Industries and Tata Motors.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
jumped 349.05 points or 0.43
per cent to settle at an all-time
closing high of 82,134.61,
extending  its  winning
momentum to the eighth day
in a row. During the day, it
soared 500.27 points or 0.61
per cent to hit a lifetime intra-
day peak of 82,285.83.
Rallying for the 11th straight
session, the NSE Nifty surged
99.60 points or 0.40 per cent
to settle at a new closing high
of 25,151.95. During the
trade, the benchmark climbed
140.55 points or 0.56 per cent
to hit a fresh record intra-day
peak of 25,192.90.

Among the 30 Sensex firms,
Tata Motors jumped over 4
per cent, followed by Bajaj
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Finserv, Bajaj Finance, HCL
Technologies, ITC, Reliance
Industries, Tech Mahindra,
Maruti and State Bank of
India.

Reliance Industries climbed
nearly 2 per cent after
Mukesh Ambani, chairman
and managing director of the
firm, said the board of the
company will meet on
September 5 to consider

TOP
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T
+

issuing bonus shares in the
ratio of 1:1.

“When Reliance grows, we
reward our shareholders
handsomely;” Ambani said.
Mahindra & Mahindra, Sun
Pharma, JSW Steel, Kotak
Mahindra Bank, Infosys and
Tata Steel were among the
biggest laggards.

In Asian markets, Seoul,
Tokyo and Shanghai settled

in the negative territory,
while Hong Kong ended
higher.

European markets were
trading in the positive zone.
The US markets ended lower

on Wednesday.
Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) offloaded

equities worth Rs 1,347.53
crore on Wednesday,
according to exchange data.
Global oil benchmark Brent
crude declined 0.60 per cent
to USD 78.27 a barrel.

Rising for the tenth straight
session on Wednesday, the
NSE Nifty went up by 34.60
points or 0.14 per cent to
settle at a new closing high of
25,052.35. The benchmark
surged 111.85 points or 0.44
per cent to hit a fresh intra-
day all-time peak of
25,129.60.

Extending its winning run to
the seventh day in a row, the
BSE benchmark climbed
73.80 points or 0.09 per cent
to settle at 81,785.56.
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SEBI proposes mandatory UPI block mechanism
facility for secondary marketing trading

PTI W NEW DELHI

apital markets regulator

Sebi  has  proposed
mandating Qualified Stock
Brokers (QSBs) to offer the
facility of trading in the
secondary market using the
UPI-based block mechanism
to their clients, similar to the
ASBA facility.
In the UPI block mechanism,
clients can trade in the
secondary market based on
blocked funds in their bank
accounts, instead of
transferring  the  funds
upfront to the trading
member. The facility is
currently  optional  for
investors, and not mandatory
for Trading Members (TMs)
to offer as a service to clients.
Application Supported by
Blocked Amount (ASBA)-
like facility already available
for the primary market
which ensures that money
from an investor gets moved
only when an allotment

happens.
In its consultation paper on
Wednesday, Sebi has

suggested that QSBs must
provide the facility of trading
using the UPI  block
mechanism in the cash

segment for their clients —
individuals and HUFs —
with an appropriate glide
path for implementation.
Also, it has been suggested
that QSBs can offer a “3-in-1
trading account facility” as
an alternative to making the
ASBA-like facility
mandatory.

In the case of 3-in-1 trading
accounts, the clients would
have their funds in their
bank account, earning
interest on the cash balances.
In addition, the 3-in-1
facility would be available for
cash as well as derivatives
segment,  without any
amount restrictions, while
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the facility of trading using
the UPI block mechanism at
present shall be available
only for cash segment with
some restrictions on number
of blocks allowed on a daily
basis, Sebi said.

“However, compared to UPI
facility, the facility of 3-in-1
trading accounts provide
adequate,  albeit  lower
protection to the clients,
considering that the pay-in
and pay-out of funds are
routed through the TMs,” it
added.

The Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) sought
public comments  till
September 12 on the

proposals. Trading Members
are classified as Qualified
Stock Brokers (QSBs) based
on factors such as the size
and scale of their operations,
including the number of
active clients, the total assets
held by clients with the TM,
the end-of-day margin of all
clients, and the trading
volume of the TM.

Being designated as a QSB,
brings with it enhanced
responsibilities and
obligations. Further, QSBs
are also  subjected to
enhanced monitoring by

Market Infrastructure
Institutions.
The regulator had

introduced the use of RBI-
approved Unified Payments
Interface (UPI) with the
facility of blocking of funds,
as a payment mechanism for
retail investor applications

submitted through
intermediaries for public
issues such as IPO from
January 2019.

The Beta version of trading
through block mechanism
for secondary markets was
launched on January 1, 2024,
for individuals and HUFs,
and was made applicable
only to the cash segment.

India plans repairability index for
mobile, electronics to tackle e-waste

PTI W NEW DELHI

India is  planning a
repairability index for
mobile phones and electronic
products to address the
growing e-waste problem and
encourage manufacturers to

produce more easily
repairable items, officials said
on Thursday.

The Consumer  Affairs

Ministry is spearheading the
initiative, which will provide a
score on key parameters to
inform consumers about the
ease with which a product can
be repaired, the officials said
at a national workshop on the
issue.

Addressing the workshop,
Consumer Affairs Secretary
Nidhi Khare said: “As India
emerges as the third largest
economy in the world, we
should have a vibrant and
tech-savvy repair system.”
She also added, “India can
become a repair hub for the
world”

The proposed index will be

ﬂﬂ

similar to initiatives in other
countries, such as France’s
repairability index. It will rate
products on criteria including

availability of  technical
documents, ease of
disassembly, spare parts

availability and pricing.

The workshop was aimed at
establishing a consensus
among industry stakeholders
on “key parameters for
accessing and evaluating
repairability index” besides
promoting  longevity in
product design, and
democratizing repair
information to enhance
consumer experiences in
reusing the mobile and

electronics
own.
Additional Secretary Bharat
Khera emphasized the need
for transparent and affordable
repair solutions, increased
consumer awareness, and
support for local repairers.
Joint  Secretary Anupam
Mishra highlighted concerns
about the lack of genuine
spare parts in local markets,
compatibility issues with
product components, and the
absence of information for
consumers to repair their own
devices.

He also mentioned that the
Repairability Index of France
rates products on five criteria,
while the EU has additional
parameters.

HCL Technologies Founder
Ajai Chowdhry called for
legislation to drive change.
“Today, most products are not
repairable. We need to design
products which can be
repaired.... Unless we create a
law, things will not change,
he said.

products they

Infosys, NVIDIA expand
partnership to develop
GenAl-powered solutions

PTI W NEW DELHI

nfosys on Thursday said it

has expanded its
partnership with American
chipmaker =~ NVIDIA to
develop GenAI-powered
solutions ~ for  telecom
operators.

The IT major has developed
three generative Al solutions
powered by its Al-offering
Topaz, which make use of
NVIDIA NIM inference
microservices, NVIDIA
NeMo Retriever embedding
models, and NeMo
Guardrails to customise and
deploy generative Al telco
domain-specific large-
language models.

It has also used NVIDIA Riva
to allow real-time
transcription and translations
for call centre agents,
according to a regulatory
filing.

"Telcos are increasingly
adopting  generative Al
solutions to improve the

productivity of  their
businesses  with  smarter
networks, more efficient

operations, and enhanced
customer service.
"Leveraging NVIDIA's full-
stack accelerated computing
and AI platform, Infosys
Topaz is delivering a suite of
domain-specific ~ solutions
that will help telcos accelerate
and streamline their adoption
of generative AIL" Ronnie
Vasishta, Senior Vice
President of Telecom at
NVIDIA, said.

These generative-Al solutions
have resulted in up to 61 per
cent lower latency and 22 per
cent absolute improvement in
accuracy, the filing said.
Shares of Infosys settled 0.35
per cent lower at Rs 1,932.40
apiece on the BSE.

Rupee rises 10 paise to close
at 83.87 agamst US dollar

PTI B MUMBAI

The rupee appreciated 10
paise to close at 83.87

(provisional) against the
American  currency  on
Thursday, supported by

easing crude oil prices and a
firm trend in domestic
equities. Forex traders said
the market is awaiting cues
from the US GDP and the US
Personal Consumption
Expenditure (PCE) inflation
data, as this data point is
crucial since it could sway the
Federal Reserve’s decision on
whether to implement a 25 or
50 basis point rate cut at its
September meeting.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
unit opened at 83.92 and
touched an intra-day high of
83.84 against the US dollar.
The domestic currency finally
settled at 83.87 (provisional),
10 paise higher from its
previous close.

On Wednesday, the rupee

depreciated 4 paise to close at
83.97 against the American
curr ency.

According to Jateen Trivedi,

VP Research Analyst,
Commodity and Currency,
LKP Securities, the rupee
gained 10  paise, as
expectations of interest rate
cuts continue to provide
support, preventing the rupee
from falling below 84.00.

“The strong demand around
84.00 keeps the rupee
buoyant, with resistance seen
at 83.75. The rupee is
expected to trade in a positive

range between
84.00-83.70,”
Trivedi said.

Meanwhile, the
dollar index, which
gauges the

greenback’s
strength against a

basket of  six
currencies,  was
trading 0.11 per
cent higher at
101.20.

Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, declined 0.34 per
cent to USD 78.38 per barrel.
On the domestic equity
market front, Sensex rose
349.05 points, or 0.43 per
cent, to close at 82,134.61
points. The Nifty closed 99.60
points, or 0.4 per cent, up at
25,151.95 points.

Foreign institutional investors
(FIIs) were net sellers in the
capital markets on
Wednesday, as they offloaded
shares worth Rs 1,347.53
crore, according to exchange
data.

Final guidelines on project loans
likely in 2-3 months: RBI ofticial

PTI B MUMBAI

The final project loan
guidelines are likely to be
announced in the next two to
three months, a senior RBI
official said on Thursday.
The norms regarding the
Expected Credit Loss (ECL)-
based provisioning are in an
advanced stage of discussion,
the official told reporters
here.

The Reserve Bank of India
has proposed to set aside 5
per cent of the total exposure
to a project till the
construction of the project is
on.

Fearing a hit to profits, banks
have been asking for a relook
into it, as per reports.

The RBI official said up to 60
responses have been received
on the project loans draft, and
the central bank is going

through all the‘suggestions. .

When asked about the
timelines by when the final
guidelines will come in, the
official said it will take "at
least 2-3 months", but did not
give a specific answer on
whether the guidelines will be
implemented from April 1
next year onwards.

To a question on the ECL
framework, the official said
the norms are in the "advance
stages" of discussion.

The official admitted that
there is an "overlap" on both
the ECL and project finance
norms, but seemed non-

committal on whether both
the guidelines will come in
together.

These are two concurrent
streams running together, the
official said, assuring that the
intent of the RBI is to be non-
disruptive and take into
account all the impact of the
guidelines before finalising.
Meanwhile, on reports of
higher delinquencies in
microloans, the official said
there is no systemic risk and
entry-specific concerns are
discussed bilaterally as part of
the supervisory framework.
If some regulatory
interventions are required,
they are also initiated, the
official ~said, citing the
November 2023 regulations
hiking risk weights on
unsecured lending.

There is "nothing on the
table" right now on the MFI

sector, the official added.

If any action is taken, it will be
for the entire sector and not
entity-specific, the official
claritied.

Speaking at the annual GFF
here, RBI's chief general
manager Vaibhav Chaturvedi
asked financiers to be more
"responsible” while engaging
in their core lending activities
and the industry to take steps
towards this aim.

The offerings need to be
transparent and the regulated
entities' dealings need to be
fair, he underlined.

At the same conference,
Indira Gandhi Institute of
Development Research
professor Ashima Goyal said
the credit deposit ratios in
India are much lower than in
other countries and the
government borrows a lot of
resources.

Green hydrogen firm Ohmium bags financial
aid for 137-MW capacity under SIGHT scheme

PTI B NEW DELHI

Green hydrogen firm
Ohmium on Thursday
said it has secured financial
assistance for setting up a
137-MW electrolyzer
manufacturing capacity
under the SIGHT scheme.
Electrolyzer is a device that
uses electricity to split water
into hydrogen and oxygen
through a chemical process
called electrolysis.

Ohmium International
(Ohmium) has been selected
for the second time as a
SIGHT Incentive Program
award winner by the Ministry
of New and Renewable
Energy (MNRE), a company
statement said.

“Our selection for this award
demonstrates both Ohmium
teams  commitment to
excellence as well as to
decarbonization in India and
across the globe,” said Arne

Ballantine, Ohmium CEO in
the statement.
This award is a continuation

of Ohmium’s success in
Tranche I of the SIGHT
program.  The tenders,
implemented by the Solar
Energy Corporation of India
(SECI) are intended to
incentivize 1.5 GW of
domestic electrolyzer
manufacturing capacity in
support of India’s
sustainability goals.

“India has ambitious green
hydrogen goals, and this
program supports India’s

evolution as a global Energy
hub. These funds will
accelerate the expansion of
Ohmium’s Gigafactory in
Bangalore as well as support
future local manufacturing
facilities”, noted Ballantine.
Ohmium is the PEM
electrolyzer leader in India,
with  partnerships  with
industry leaders such as
NTPC and Tata Projects.

The company has an active
green hydrogen  project
pipeline of over 2 GW across
four continents, serving a
diverse range of customers
across energy, transportation,
steel production, and heavy
industry.

Headquartered in the United
States with manufacturing
facilities in India and
operations worldwide,
Ohmium has a global green
hydrogen project pipeline
exceeding 2 GW across three
continents.

Gold slips ¥100;
silver plunges X600

PTI W NEW DELHI

old prices slipped Rs 100

to Rs 74,250 per 10 grams
in the national capital on
Thursday, according to the
All India Sarafa Association.
The precious metal had
ended at Rs 74,350 per 10
grams in the previous trade.
Silver prices also plunged by
Rs 600 to Rs 87,200 per
kilogram, extending the
losses in the second straight
session on Thursday from the
previous close of Rs 87,800
per kg.
Meanwhile, gold of 99.5 per
cent purity also declined Rs
100 to Rs 73,900 per 10 grams

on Thursday. It had settled at
Rs 74,000 per 10 grams in the
previous trade.

Traders attributed fall in the
gold prices due to reduced
demand by jewellers in the
local markets.

On the global front, comex
gold is trading at USD
2,555.10 per ounce, higher by
USD 17.30 per ounce or 0.68
per cent.

"Iyre exports from India rise
17 per cent 1n Ql ATMA

PTI W NEW DELHI

Tyre exports from India
grew 17 per cent year-on-
year to reach Rs 6,219 crore in
the first quarter of the current
fiscal with the US emerging as
the biggest market, industry
body  Automotive  Tyre
Manufacturers  Association
(ATMA) said on Thursday.
Tyre exports from India
recouped in the first quarter of
FY25, increasing by 17 per cent
YoY. Tyre exports had declined
by 14 per cent in the
corresponding quarter in the
previous year, ATMA said
citing data just released by the
Ministry of Commerce.
Sustained focus on R&D and

advanced

development of
technology products aided by

competitive  pricing  and
branding efforts helped Indian
tyre manufacturers drive
growth in exports despite a
challenging environment,
ATMA  Chairman Arnab
Banerjee said in a statement.

“Improving demand prospects
in key export destinations and
expected monetary easing also
helped growth,” Banerjee

added. The rise in exports is a
testament to the Indian tyre
industry’s enhanced
integration with global supply
chains, he added.

“The globally  aligned
regulatory environment in the
country for manufacturing of
tyres also augurs well for
increasing the addressable
market for Indian
manufactured tyres) Banerjee
said.

During Q1FY25, the US was
the largest export destination
for Indian manufactured tyres
accounting for 17 per cent
share. Other large export
destinations included Brazil,
Germany, France and Italy, the
statement said.

LIC hands over Z3,662 cr
dividend cheque to Gowt

PTI B NEW DELHI

tate-owned Life Insurance

Corporation (LIC) on
Thursday handed over a
dividend cheque of Rs
3,662.17 crore to Finance
Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman.
The cheque was presented by
Siddhartha Mohanty, Chief
Executive Officer &
Managing Director of LIC to
the finance minister in the
presence of M P Tangirala,
Additional Secretary,
Ministry of Finance.
LIC also paid an interim
dividend of Rs 2,441.45 crore
on March 1, 2024, thus

LIC

wra= "g9Er A

E INSURANCE CORPORATION OF |ND

totaling Rs 6,103.62 crore
dividend paid to the Centre
for the year 2023-24.

LIC, which completed 68
years since its incorporation,
has an asset base of over Rs
52.85 lakh crore.

Fitch retains
India rating
at BBB with

stable outlook

PTI ® NEW DELHI

Global rating agency Fitch
on Thursday affirmed
India’s sovereign rating at ‘BBB-
> with a stable outlook. India’s
rating has remained unchanged
at ‘BBB-; the lowest investment
grade, since August 2006. “Fitch
Ratings has affirmed India’s
Long-Term Foreign-Currency
Issuer Default Rating (IDR) at
‘BBB-’ with a Stable Outlook,”
the global rating agency said in
a statement.

India’s ratings are underpinned
by its strong medium-term
growth outlook, which will
continue to drive improvement
in structural aspects of its credit
profile, including Indias share
of GDP in the global economy,
as well as its solid external
finance position, it said in a
statement.

Strengthening fiscal credibility
from recent achievement of
deficit  targets, enhanced
transparency and buoyant
revenues, have increased the
likelihood that government
debt can follow a modest
downward trend in the
medium term, it said.
Nevertheless, it said, fiscal
metrics remain a credit
weakness, with deficits, debt
and debt service burden all high
compared to ‘BBB’ range peers.
Lagging structural metrics,
including governance
indicators and GDP per capita,
also weigh on the rating, it
added.

Observing that India is set to
remain among the fastest-
growing sovereigns globally, it
said, “we forecast GDP growth
of 7.2 per cent in the fiscal year
ending March 2025 (FY25) and
6.5 per cent in FY26, down
slightly from 82 per cent in
FY24”
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Discover the rich history and architecture of Delhi’s forts in Delhi Heritage: Top 10 Forts by Vikramijit Singh Rooprai,
offering an engaging and insightful exploration of the city’s past, says SAKSHI PRIYA

elhi Heritage: Top 10 Forts
Dby Vikramjit Singh Rooprai

is an engaging journey of
ten prominent forts in Delhi. As
part of the Delhi Heritage series,
this book dives deep into the
architectural ~ and  historical
significance of these forts, offering
readers a comprehensive view of
Delhi's rich past. Rooprai, a
dedicated heritage activist and
educator has put together a guide
that blends historical facts with
intriguing  stories, making it
accessible to  both  history
enthusiasts and casual readers.
One of the highlights of the book is
how it sheds light on not just the
famous forts like the Red Fort and
Purana Qila, but also on the lesser-
known ones, such as Qila-i-Rai
Pithora and Nai ka Kot. Rooprai
takes readers on a journey through

the history of these forts, detailing
their construction, purpose and the
events they have witnessed over
centuries. The book stands out
because it goes beyond the typical
tourist information, offering a more
detailed look at how these forts fit
into the broader historical and
cultural context of Delhi.

The book opens with a vivid
portrayal of the Red Fort, a symbol
of Mughal grandeur. Rooprai
captures the momentous day of 18

May 1648, when Emperor
Shahjahan  inaugurated  this
architectural marvel. The

description of Shahjahan’s grand
entry, with Prince Dara Shikoh
showering him with coins, sets the
tone for the booK’s rich narrative
style. The Red Fort’s formidable
outer walls, crowned with ornate
chhatris and punctuated by five

principal gates, are brought to life
through Rooprai’s evocative prose.

Following the Red Fort, Rooprai
delves into the history of Purana
Qila, a site steeped in both myth
and historical significance. The fort
is traditionally believed to be built
on the grounds of Indraprastha, the
legendary capital of the Pandavas.
Rooprai  skilfully interweaves

folklore with historical facts,
recounting legends such as Lord
Krishna’s demand for
Khandavprastha.  The  Bada

Darwaza (large gate) of Purana Qila
stands as an attestation to its

s Forts

VIKIAMIIT SINGH RODPRAS

historical importance and Rooprai’s
detailed descriptions make it clear
why it has been a must-visit site
since the British era.

Tughlagabad Fort, the largest
surviving fort in Delhi, takes centre
stage next. Commissioned by Sultan

Ghiasuddin Tughlaq between 1321-
1323 CE, the fort's imposing ruins

reputed curse by Sufi mystic Khwaja
Nizamuddin Auliya that
condemned it to  remain
abandoned. The forts role in
defending Delhi from Mongol
invasions underscores its military
importance, a facet Rooprai
explores with both depth and
clarity.

The book also highlights the
contributions of Feroz Shah
Tughlaq, whose focus on public
works and irrigation earned him the
title 'Father of the Indian Irrigation
System'. Rooprai describes Feroz
Shalvs efforts to improve the lives of
his subjects and his legacy of
equality and prosperity. This
section provides insight into the

and its strategic significance during ruler’s  priorities and  the
the Tughlaq dynasty are examined. architectural innovations that
Rooprai brings to light the forts characterised his reign. Salimgarh,
intriguing lore, including the another significant fort, is

introduced as a strategic outpost
built by Islam Shah Suri, son of Sher
Shah Suri. Rooprai’s account of
Salimgarh’s strategic location on a
riverine island near the Yamuna and
its role in defending Delhi adds a
layer of understanding to the city’s
fortification network.

Rooprai’s narrative is enriched by
his ability to convey the fort's
historical and cultural significance.
His engaging writing style and
meticulous research offer readers a
window into the past, highlighting
how these structures reflect the
evolving history of Delhi. The book
is peppered with narrative and
detailed descriptions that humanise
the history of these fortresses,
making their stories accessible and
compelling.

Delhi Heritage: Top 10 Forts by
Vikramjit Singh Rooprai is more

than just a guide, it’s a celebration of
Delhi’s  rich  historical and
architectural heritage.. Rooprai’s
engaging narrative brings these
majestic structures to life, making it
an invaluable resource for both
history enthusiasts and those
curious about Delhi’s cultural
legacy. Through its insightful and
meticulously researched content,
the book highlights the importance
of preserving our historical
landmarks and provides a
compelling journey into the depths
of Delhi’s heritage.

BOOK DETAILS:

Book Name & Author: Delhi
Heritage: Top 10 Forts by Vikramyjit
Singh Rooprai

Price: INR 499

Pages: 214

Publisher: Niyogi Books
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The Battle of Haji Pir:
The Indian Army’s
Cross-Border Surgical Strike

"The Battle of Haji Pir" by
Kulpreet Yadav offers a
profound exploration of
the 1965 Indo-Pak war,
focusing on the pivotal yet
often overlooked Haji Pir
' battle, which was
~a surrendered under the
§ Tashkent Agreement.
Yadav’s book brings to life
the valor and sacrifices of
Indian soldiers, making
the complexities of military

history accessible to all readers.

Yadav’s detailed account highlights the strategic
maneuvers of the Indian Army during Operation
Gibraltar and their critical role in defending
Kashmir. The book also delves into the behind-
the-scenes diplomacy and concessions made
for peace, providing an insider’s perspective on
the conflict.

With over 15 books to his name, Kulpreet
Yadav combines thorough research with
engaging storytelling, making "The Battle of Haji
Pir" a compelling read for military enthusiasts
and history buffs. Available this September in
major bookstores and online platforms.
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Human at Work hy
Richard Loho

In "Human at Work,"
Richard Lobo, Chief People
Officer at Tech Mahindra,
delves into the evolving
workplace, emphasising the
importance of keeping
humans at the center of
technological shifts. The
book explores themes like
agile leadership, ethical
decision-making, and
human-centric technology, offering practical
insights and real-world examples. Lobo
underscores that every company today,
regardless of industry, is fundamentally a tech
company, driven by human expertise and
strategy.

"Human at Work" highlights the power of micro-
transformations to spark significant change,
making it a valuable read for HR professionals,
managers and anyone navigating today’s
complex work landscape. Lobo’s approach is
particularly relevant to the Indian market, with
timely discussions on hybrid work models and
managing technological disruptions. Available
this September in major bookstores and online,
this book serves as a roadmap for leading with
a human-first mindset in an increasingly digital
world.

RICHARD ©
B

Genetic Study Refutes Eelam Tamil Origing

A new genetic study reveals that Sri Lanka’s Tamil and Sinhala populations are
genetically similar, challenging claims of distinct Eelam Tamil origins and
questioning the basis for separatist movements

BY KUMAR CHELLAPPAN

n international team of scientists,

drawn mainly from Sri Lanka
and India, have demolished the
concept of Eelam Tamils in the island
nation through a comprehensive
genetic study. A three-year long
molecular biology research spanning
across Sri Lanka and India have
established that the population in the
island nation is homogeneous in
nature and there is no scientific basis
for the claims by the Tamils that they
had their origin in that country. The
findings prove that the demand for a
separate Eelam(country) for Tamils is
bunkum and thousands of Tamils and
Sinhalese massacred in the war for
Eelam died for a non-existent cause.
“The Sri Lankan population, mainly
the Sinhala and Tamils, have massive
genetic mixing. If the Tamils had their
origin in Sri Lanka, their DNA should
be visible and discernible. But it is
missing,” said Prof Gyaneshwer
Chaubey, Department of Zoology,
Banaras Hindu University who led
the team of scientists in this path
breaking research.
The peer-reviewed research paper
“Reconstructing the Population
History of the Sinhalese, the major
ethnic group of Sri Lanka,” has been
published in iScience, a widely
respected scientific portal. While Dr
Chaubey led the team of Indian
scientists, R Ranasinghe (Institute of
Biochemistry, Molecular Biology and
Biotechnology, = University ~ of
Colombo) led the researchers from
the island nation. It may be
remembered that Dr Chaubey and a
team of researchers from Estonia,
Harvard and Centre for Cellular and
Molecular Biology (Hyderabad) had
demolished the Aryan and Dravidian
linguistic theory and proved that both
of these groups share the same
forefathers. “The analysis based on
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Dr Gyaneshwar Chaubey in discussion with a Sri Lankan student of his research team

the frequency of various genetic
mutations showed a tight cluster of
Sinhalese and Tamil populations,
suggesting strong gene flow beyond
the boundary of ethnicity and
language. A further connection of
Sinhalese with the West of India has
been established based on the traces
of DNA segments. Overall in the
South Asian context, Sri Lankan
ethnic groups are genetically more
homogenous than others’, said the
team leaders.

The study also found that the
Sinhala language spoken in the
country is a combination of
Konkani, Marathi, Sanskrit and
Gujarati and reached the island
nation through Arabian Sea.
According to K M Raghavan, a Sri
Lankan historian, the Tamils could
have reached Sri Lanka as part of the
Kaurava army units hired by the
princes of the island nation to fight
for them as private army
warriors.The Kauravas, who were
defeated by the Pandavas in the
Mahabharata War took refuge in the
East Coast of India and reached Sri
Lanka at the invitation of various
Kings in the island nation. Following
the Portuguese occupation of Sri
Lanka, the Kauravas converted to
Christianity and their name was

changed to Karavas, writes
Raghavan in his book.
Ramaswami Wijayabalan, a

plantation owner and Tamil scholar
based in Colombo, told The Pioneer
that the Tamils in north and north
east of Sri Lanka are descendants of
migrant workers from Malabar
province in present day Kerala. “The
Tamil they speak, their food habits
and social life have their origin in
Malabar. The priests in temples in
North and East are addressed as
Gurukkal as they had come here for
teaching martial arts and offering
poojas,” said Wijayabalan. He asked
how puttu, appam etc became the
staple food of the Jaffna and
Batticaloa Tamils. Interestingly,
Ceylon and Colombo find mention in
novels and short stories in Malayalam
whereas the same is not that common
in yesteryear literary works in Tamil,
said Josephine Jayashanthi, leading
novelist in Tamil Nadu. Dr §
Kalyanaraman, Indologist of repute,
concurred with the findings of Dr
Chaubey and his team. “You may be
able to distort history but you cannot
distort science. The study by Dr
Chaubey is based on pure science and
no force can repudiate the same;” said
Dr Kalyanaraman who has
deciphered the Indus script.

Revolutionising India’s Dairy Industry:
The Inspiring Legacy of Verghese Kurien

MS Meenakshi’s “Verghese Kurien: The Man Who Brought Milk to a Million
Homes” chronicles the transformative journey of the ‘Milkman of India,’
whose visionary leadership and innovative approach revolutionised India’s
dairy industry and empowered rural communities, writes TEAM VIVA

rghese Kurien: The Man
Who Brought Milk to a
Million Homes by MS
Meenakshi is a compelling
tribute to the 'Milkman of

India,’ whose visionary
leadership and relentless
dedication transformed

India's dairy industry and
rural economy. This book,
part of the Pioneers of India
series, meticulously
chronicles Kurien's journey
from a young,
unconventional engineer in
Anand, Gujarat to becoming
the architect of the White
Revolution and a pivotal
figure in post-Independence
India.

MS  Meenakshi  vividly
captures the essence of
Kurien’s pragmatic leadership
and his many
accomplishments in the
development of cooperative
societies, which became a
bedrock of Indias dairy
sector. The book emphasises
Kurien's commitment to
sustainable development and
social entrepreneurship,
highlighting how he
championed the interests of
rural stakeholders. Through
initiatives like the creation of
AMUL and the Institute of
Rural Management in Anand,
Kurien not only
revolutionised dairy
management but also spurred
significant changes in rural
socio-economic structures,
industries, and
developmental policies.

One of the book’s strengths
lies in its detailed portrayal of
Kurien's partnerships with
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VERGHESE KURIEN
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prominent Indian leaders
such as Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel, Lal Bahadur Shastri and
Jawaharlal Nehru. These
collaborations  played a
crucial role in the growth of
India's  economy  post-
Independence.

The author also delves into
the challenges Kurien faced,
from bureaucratic hurdles
and corruption to dealing
with inefficient officials and
self-serving lobbies. Despite
these obstacles, Kurien's
unwavering dedication to
rural development and his
iron will to stand by his
principles shine through. His
first loyalty was always to the
farmers and rural
stakeholders, a stance that led
him to establish a network of
small-scale cooperatives that
empowered millions  of
farmers and made India a
self-sufficient producer of
milk by the 1970s.

The narrative is enriched with
insights  into  Kurien's
personal growth, from a
misfit engineer who initially
struggled to find his place in
Anand to a formidable social

entrepreneur whose
initiatives under Operation
Flood linked the entire

country through milk, a
staple necessity. Meenakshi's
portrayal of  Kurien’s
character is both respectful
and intimate, offering a
balanced view of a leader who
was as astute as he was

compassionate.
MS Meenakshi’s writing is
both  informative  and

engaging. Her expertise is
evident in the way she
presents complex economic
and social concepts in a
manner that is accessible to
readers, making Kurien’s
achievements all the more
inspiring.

Verghese Kurien: The Man
Who Brought Milk to a
Million Homes is more than
just a biography, its an
inspiring roadmap for future
thinkers and leaders in
sustainable development. It
reminds us of the power of
visionary leadership and the
impact that one dedicated
individual can have on a
nation. For anyone interested
in the history of Indias
economic development,
social entrepreneurship or the
story of a man whose legacy
continues to feed millions,
this book is a must-read.

BOOK DETAILS:

Price: INR 299

Format: Paperback

Pages: 176

Publisher: Paper Missile
Imprint, part of the Pioneers
of India series by Niyogi
Books.
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INDIA'S GHANGES OF WINNING IN AUSTRALIA

WILL DEPEND ON BATTE

PTI @ MUMBAI

ormer Australia coach

John Buchanan believes

India’s  chances  of
completing a hat-trick of Test
series wins Down Under will
hinge on how the visiting
batters, including “ageing”
stars Rohit Sharma and Virat
Kohli, tackle the hosts™ battery
of pace bowlers.
For the first time since 1991-
92, India will tour Australia for
a five-match Test series for the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy, with
the opening game scheduled to
be played at Perth from
November 22.
Buchanan, who presided over
Australias golden run in all
forms in the first decade of this
millennium as head coach,
said both India and Australia
have plenty of ageing players at
disposal but that will not be a
deterrent to the competition
between the sides.
“Australia (has), since losing to
India in the last series, the pace
bowling attack with (off-
spinner Nathan) Lyon, backed
up now by Cameron Green or
Mitch Marsh, is just a really,
really powerful bowling
lineup,” Buchanan told PTT on
Thursday after the launch of
‘Ready Steady Go Kids multi-
sport program for the CP
Goenka International School.
“Indias top order, (Yashasvi)
Jaiswal,  (Rohit)  Sharma
himself, (Virat) Kohli, possibly
Iyer... they've got to bat really
well to establish totals and then
the likes of (Jasprit) Bumrah,
(Mohammed) Shami,
(Mohammed) Siraj will come

into their own,” he said.
Buchanan said there won't be
much of a psychological
impact of Indias wins in
Australia on the previous two
tours given that two of the
mainstays then - Cheteshwar
Pujara and Ajinkya Rahane -
are not likely to be a part of the
touring squad for the
upcoming series.

“The previous series that India
won - important from both,
Indian perspective and an
Australian perspective - a little
bit of the mind games will go
into the pre-series,” he said.
“But for all that, those games
have passed, those players are
gone and the current players
we have both in the Australian
side and the Indian side,
theyre at a stage of their
careers where they all want to
perform?”

“I looked at the ages and India

=

has got some aging players in
that side notably Rohit who’s
37 and Kohli is 35,
(Ravichandran) Ashwin, if he
tours, he’s 37 and you look at
the Australian side, there’s only
one or two players who are
under 30.

“Ifll be very much a battle
again between the very good
pace bowling attacks of both
sides and how well the top
order players of both sides can
deal with the ball that will
bounce, seam and probably
swing a little bit more in the
day-night game in Adelaide,
he said.

BATTING FOR LONGER
PERIODS: Buchanan said it
will be key for India to bat for
longer periods in Australia and
tire out their bowling attack,
something  that  Pujara
executed to perfection in 2018-
19 facing 1,258 balls. Two years
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later, Pujara faced 928 balls as
India once again won the series
2-1.

“Why Australia plays well at
home is they do bat well, they
understand their conditions,
but that lineup of (Pat)
Cummins, (Mitchell) Starc,
(Josh) Hazlewood, backed up
by Lyon, is just one of the all-
time best all-round attacks that
world cricket has seen,” he said.
“Albeit that, Starc is (nearly) 35,
Hazlewood is 33, and
Cummins is 31 - it’s a five-Test
series - so if India can not only
bat well, but bat for long
periods of time, then it will test
the physical capacities of that
Australian bowling attack and
therein potentially lies a little
bit of a key to how India can
look at winning the series,” he
said.

Buchanan said the lack of
preparation among travelling

CHANAN

teams will be a hinderance that
India will face as well.

India will play a two-day pink-
ball match against the Prime
Minister’s XI on November 30
and December 1 ahead of the
day-night Test.

“Australia is favourite going
into the series right at this
stage. When you look around
world cricket these days - and
it has been (the case) for some
time - it’s very difficult to tour
other countries,” he told
reporters later.

“(The) travelling teams no
longer have that preparation in
a country. They don't play two
or three games prior to playing
the first Test match to adjust to
a country, because nobody
wants to tour for that long.
“That makes it very difficult
when you go to Perth, when it’s
fast and bouncy, for a side that’s
coming from, they will have
played Bangladesh (and New
Zealand)  obviously, but
Bangladesh at home isn't it?
“The wickets are going to be
completely different, albeit it’s
fantastic lead-in that theyre
playing some Test cricket, but
it’s going to be quite difficult to
go to Perth to start with) he
said. Buchanan added that he
was also not in favour of Steve
Smith continuing as Australia’s
opener.

“Not personally. He's made his
mark at No 4. But 'm not a
selector, and I'm not the
captain, and I'm not Steve
Smith and so those three
people will end up making the
decision that they think best
fits the make-up of that side;”
he said.
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Paralymisic Games opening ceremony Slarls te

final chapter on a long Summer of sport in Paris

AP H PARIS

ust weeks after hosting the

Olympics, Paris inaugurated
the 2024 Paralympics on
Wednesday with a nearly four-
hour-long opening ceremony
in the heart of the city.
Against the backdrop of a
setting sun, thousands of
athletes paraded down the
famed Champs-Elysées avenue
to Place de la Concorde in
central Paris where French
President Emmanuel Macron
officially =~ declared  the
Paralympic Games open.
About 50,000 people watched
the ceremony in stands built
around the iconic square,
which is the biggest in Paris
and is visible from afar because
of its ancient Egyptian Obelisk.
Accessibility for athletes in
wheelchairs was facilitated
with strips of asphalt laid along
the avenue and placed over the
square. More than 4,000
athletes with physical, visual
and intellectual impairments
will compete in 22 sports from
Thursday until Sept. 8.
Organizers say more than 2
million of the 2.8 million
tickets have been sold for the
various Paralympic events.
The opening ceremony was

held outside the confines of a
stadium, just like when the
Olympics opened in the city on
July 26. Fighter planes flew
overhead, leaving red-white-
and blue vapors in the colors of
the French national flag, before
the delegations entered the
square in alphabetical order.
Some delegations were huge -
more than 250 athletes from
Brazil - and some were tiny -
less than a handful from
Barbados and just three from
Myanmar.

Ukraine’s delegation got a loud
cheer and some of the crowd
stood to applaud them.

Flag bearers Steve Serio and
Nicky Nieves led the U.S.
Team's delegation. The French
arrived last and to roars from
the crowd, which then sang
along to popular French songs,
including “Que Je T’aime” by
late rocker Johnny Hallyday.
Throughout the show, directed
by Thomas Jolly who also led
the Olympic opening
ceremony, singers, dancers and
musicians with and without
disabilities performed on stage
together seamlessly, projecting
a theme of inclusion and
overcoming physical
differences. Lucky Love, a
French singer who lost his left

arm at birth, was joined by
performers in wheelchairs.
Other acts featured dancers
with crutches.

International Paralympic
Committee President Andrew
Parsons said he hoped the
Paris Paralympics would start
an  “inclusion  revolution”
beyond the field of sport.

“The Paris 2024 Paralympic
Games will show what persons
with disabilities can achieve at
the highest level when the
barriers to succeed are
removed,” he said in a speech.
“The fact these opportunities
largely exist only in sport in the
year 2024 is shocking. It is
proof we can and must do
more to advance disability
inclusion - whether on the field
of play, in the classroom,
concert hall or in the
boardroom.”

As the ceremony concluded,
the Paralympic torch was
carried into the area by former
Olympic wheelchair tennis
gold  medalist  Michaél
Jérémiasz, who was
surrounded on stage by dozens
of torchbearers. Five French
Paralympians lit the Olympic
cauldron, which is designed to
look like a hot air balloon and
glowed gold-like in the night.

Nitish-Thulasimathi
duo makes winning
start in Paralympics

PTI W PARIS

India’s Nitesh Kumar and
Thulasimathi Murugesan had
little difficulty overcoming coun-
try-mates Suhas Yathiraj and
Palak Kohli in the opening
group stage match of badminton
mixed doubles (SL3-SU5) at
the Paralympic Games here on
Thursday.

However, mixed doubles duo of
Sivarajan Solaimalai and Nithya
Sre, seeded second, lost their
SH6 group play stage match in
straight games to the American
pair of Miles Krajewski and Jayci
Simon.

The Nitesh-Thulasimathi duo
won the Group A contest 21-14,
21-17 in 31 minutes.

Nitesh, 29, who hails from
Karnal district in Haryana, and
young Thulasimathi, a veteri-
nary science student from Tamil
Nadu who had won the mixed
bronze at the Asian Para Games
in Hangzhou, encountered little
challenge in the first game and
at one stage they were leading by
seven points. Unable to counter
the pair’s net play and deep toss-
es, Suhas and Palak quickly

found themselves trailing, losing
the game in just 14 minutes.
The second game too went on
similar lines with Palak clearly
not able to match the prowess of
her senior partner on court and
giving away points.

SL3 players have moderate
impairment on one side of the
body, affecting either both legs
or the absence of limbs, while
SU5 players have significant
impairments in their upper
limbs. In Group B, Sivarajan and
Nithya gave a tough challenge to
the American pair before going
down 21-23, 11-21 in 35 min-
utes in SH6 category. SH6 is for
badminton players with short
stature.

Sivarajan, who trains at the
Pullela Gopichand Academy in
Hyderabad, and partner Nithya
were equal to the task in the
opening game and also took a
slender one-point lead but the
young American pair, who are
both in their late teens, were too
agile on court and fought for
every point.

The second game turned out to
be one-sided with the tiring
Indians losing in just 14 minutes.

Wimbledon champion Krejcikova out of US Open

AP B NEW YORK

Frances Tiafoe is getting the
rematch he wants, a second shot at
Ben Shelton at the U.S. Open.

But there won't be a second straight
Grand Slam title for Barbora
Krejcikova.

The Wimbledon champion was
knocked out of the U.S. Open in the
second round on Wednesday,
defeated by Elena-Gabriela Ruse 6-4,
7-5.

The No. 8-seeded Krejcikova won her
second Grand Slam singles title this
summer, but then she didn’t play any
matches after the Paris Olympics. She
acknowledged last week not knowing
where her level of play was.

Turns out, it wasn’t good enough.

“I mean, winning Wimbledon is
amazing. It’s a great, great, great result,

I'm very proud about it and how I was
able to handle everything there,” said
Krejcikova, who hadnt played a
tournament on hard courts since
February.

“I think I was playing quite well,
definitely better than in the first
match. I think my game was
improving, but it just wasn't enough.”
No woman has won Wimbledon and
the U.S. Open in the same year since
Serena Williams in 2012.

Tiafoe had short work on the
steamiest day of the tournament thus
far, with temperatures in New York
surpassing 90 degrees Fahrenheit (32
degrees Celsius). Three men’s matches
ended when an opponent stopped
playing, the last one sending
defending champion Novak Djokovic
to the third round when Laslo Djere
retired early in the third set with what

appeared to be pain near his hip after
they played for more than two hours
across the first two sets.

“You know, in the end, not the kind of
finish that we players or crowd wants
to see, but I think it’s probably due to
that physical battle that we had in the
opening two sets,” the No. 2-seeded
Djokovic said.

Tiafoe, the No. 20 seed, won the first
two sets before his opponent,
Alexander Shevchenko, retired after
the first game of the third set.
Shelton, the No. 13 seed, later beat
Roberto Bautista Agut 6-3, 6-4, 6-4.
He ousted Tiafoe last year in the
quarterfinals, stopping Tiafoe from
what would have been a second
straight trip to the U.S. Open
semifinals.

“Obviously he’s very much like me in
how excited and energetic he is on the

court,” Tiafoe said, “and has such a big
game and big shots and serves big and
gets the crowd going”

Well, maybe not quite as well as
Tiafoe does.

“I know that the people love him here.
Probably more than me. He's electric
here, and his crowds are electric here,”
the 21-year-old Shelton said.

“It will be a battle. It will be a war just
like the last two times we've played.
Yeah, I'm more than excited to be out
there with him again”

They were two of the four American
men to reach the third round in the
bottom half of the draw. No. 12 Taylor
Fritz got there by beating Matteo
Berrettini 6-3, 7-6 (1), 6-1, while
Brandon Nakashima beat Arthur
Cazaux and will next play No. 18
Lozenzo Musetti, the bronze medalist
at the Olympics.

Novak Djokovic reaches US Open third round

AP B NEW YORK

AU.S. Open match that Novak
Djokovic already expected to be
difficult was threatening to become a
toss-up as he struggled with his serve.
Missing more than he made, Djokovic
couldnt get many quick points
Wednesday night. He acknowledged
that he should have lost the second set,
and if his opponent didn’t get injured
and have to stop, maybe he wouldn’t
even have won that match.

Once he had, the defending champion
was only looking ahead.

“The matches are only going to get
tougher from here. I know that, but I'm
fine,” Djokovic said. “T'll find my way, as
I have done many times in my career”
Djokovic reached the third round when
Laslo Djere had to retire with the No. 2
seed leading his Serbian countryman 6-
4, 6-4, 2-0.

Djere was leading 4-2 in the second set
when he appeared to be troubled by
pain near his hip and was visited by a
trainer later in the set. He finished that

set, which lasted 69 minutes after the
first one went 60, but didn’t last much
longer.

“In the end, not the kind of finish that
we players or crowd wants to see, but I
think it's probably due to that physical
battle that we had in the opening two
sets,” Djokovic said.

It was the 90th win at the U.S. Open for
Djokovic, making him the first man to
reach that total at all four Grand Slams.
The 24-time major champion will play
No. 28 seed Alexei Popyrin on Friday.

Djere was the only player to win a set
against Djokovic at last year’s U.S.
Open, grabbing the first two in their

third-round encounter before Djokovic
rallied.

“So I knew coming into the match that
if I don't serve well, which was the case,
I'm going to have to really grind and
work for my points a lot,” Djokovic said.
“That’s what I guess caused the two sets
to be played over two hours”

Djokovic made only 47% of his first
serves and appeared to be struggling
physically himself earlier in the match,
which was just his second since
winning the gold medal in the
Olympics. Djere had two chances to
break Djokovics serve for would have
given him a 5-2 lead in the second set.
Instead, he wouldn't win another game,
with Djokovic breaking to win the set
when Djere yanked a forehand out of
bounds.

“All in all, of course, I have to be happy
with the win,” Djokovic said, “and
happy that in important moments I
managed to play one ball more than
him over the net, I guess find the right
shots or anticipate well as I did in the set
point in the second set.

AP W FORT LAUDERDALE
(FLORIDA)

Lionel Messi returned to
group training with Inter
Miami on Wednesday, more
than six weeks after the
Argentina captain left the
Copa America final with a
badly sprained right ankle.

There is still no official
timetable for when Messi, the
eight-time  Ballon dOr
winner, will play again for
Inter Miami - which has the
best record in Major League
Soccer so far this season.
Inter Miami visits Chicago on
Saturday, then doesn’t return
to MLS play until a Sept. 14
match with Philadelphia. If
Messi  doesn’t play this
weekend, that means hed

Messi joins group training with Inter Miami

have two more weeks to
continue rehabbing before
returning to game action.

Messi was not selected by
Argentina to play in World

Cup qualifiers in early
September.

“To see him on the field is
great,” Inter Miami

goalkeeper Drake Callender
said after the Wednesday
workout. “T know he’s been
getting treatment every single
day, training every single day.
He'’s dealt with things before.
He’s been there, done that and
he’s still doing it at the highest
level. To see him recoup from
the kind of injury we saw at

leaving in the second half of

ANOTHER STEP TOWARD HIS RETURN AFTER ANKLE INJURY

AP

Copa America and be
available for us this season, it
goes to show the quality of
care we have here”

Messi has 12 goals and 13
assists in 12 MLS games with
Inter Miami this season. He’s
missed 14 of the club’s league
matches, including each of
the last eight either because
he was playing for Argentina
or recovering from the ankle
injury. Also missed by Messi
in that span: all four of Inter
Miami’s matches in Leagues
Cup play, as the team tried to
defend the trophy it won a
year ago.

Messi last played on July 14,

Argentina’s win over
Colombia in the Copa
America final. He was
dealing with leg issues

throughout that tournament,
plus left the field briefly in
the first half of the final
because of a left ankle issue -
then got hurt again in the
second half and had to leave
for good.

If Messi doesn’t play until the
Sept. 14 match, hell have had
exactly two months to recover
and rehab plus gear up for the
MLS playoffs. Inter Miami is
the only team so far to have
clinched a playoff berth and is
currently four points clear -
with a match in hand - over
the LA Galaxy for the best
overall record in MLS.

Kush Maini
completes
seconil Formula
1 test at Imola

PTI M NEW DELHI

KESh Maini, India’s sole rep-
esentative in Formula 2
series, has completed his second
Formula 1 test at Italy’s Imola
circuit as a member of Alpin€’s
junior driver program.

Maini had driven Alpine’s 2022
car for the first time at the Red
Bull Ring in June.

The two-day test at Imola, a
track renowned for its challeng-
ing layout and rich motorsport
history, saw Maini behind the
wheel of the Alpine A522, the
2022 season race car.

Maini was a part of a two-day
testing event for the Alpine
team alongside Jack Doohan,
who recently secured a promo-
tion to Formula 1.

This latest test comes at a cru-
cial time, as the team’s reserve
driver spot opened up earlier last
week, presenting a significant
opportunity for Maini.

After 99 laps and close to 500
Km of high speed and adrena-
line, the 23-year-old shared his
thoughts.

“Can’'t thank Alpine enough for
this opportunity. Very strong
day, both qualification and race
pace looked very good. Can't
wait for the next one”
Representing Invicta in Formula
2, Maini will return to action at
Monza over the weekend. In his
second season in the F1 feeder
series, Maini is ninth in the
standings with 74 points.

He bagged his first ever Formula
2 win by topping the sprint race
at the Hungarian GP.
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