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Supreme Gourt extremely d

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

erming the delay by the

Kolkata Police’s in
registering the unnatural
death of the woman doctor
raped and killed at the RG
Kar Medical College and
Hospital as  ‘extremely
disturbing, the Supreme
Court on Thursday came
down heavily on the West
Bengal Government about
the “14-hour delay” in filing
the First Information Report

(FIR). The SC flagged
discrepancies in police status
report questioning the

sequence and timing of legal
formalities conducted by the
police.

During the hearing, Justice JB
Pardiwala, who is part of the
three-judge bench
comprising Chief Justice DY
Chandrachud and Manoj
Misra, said he has not come
across the kind of procedure
followed by the State
Government of West Bengal
in his 30 years of legal career
life.

Expressing surprise that the
post-mortem of the victim
was conducted on August 9
between 6.10 pm and 7.10 pm
before the registration of case
as unnatural death, the top
court pulled up the Kolkata
police over “unexplained”
delay of 14 hours in lodging
of the FIR in the case.

“How come the post-mortem
was conducted at 6.10 pm on
August 9 and yet the
unnatural death information
is sent to Tala police station at
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National Capital
hirought to a halt

SAUMYA SHUKLA B
NEW DELHI

Delhntes face major
transportation problem
as taxi and autorickshaw
drivers began their two-day
strike on Thursday
demanding better
compensation from cab
aggregator services with
commuters in the national
Capital and its adjoining
areas are to have a tough
time.

Meanwhile, drivers who
didn’t participate in the
ongoing strike were
threatened and asked to
deboard passengers.

Taxi and auto unions said
inadequate compensation
coupled with aggregators
launching bike taxi services
has hit their livelihood.
Delhi Auto Taxi Transport

Congress Union
(DATTCU) president
Kishan Verma claimed that
80 per cent of

autorickshaws and taxis are
off the road in the city as
around 14 unions are
participating in the protest.
Anil Pradhan, a cab driver,
demanded a ban on bike
taxis that offer services
using non-commercial
number  plates.  “The
Government should step in
and ban the commercial
plying of vehicles with non-
commercial numberplates.
It is becoming difficult to
make ends meet,” he said.
Amid the autos and taxis
not operating, commuters
expressed their frustrations
as they took to social media
to complain about delay in
getting cabs and
cancellations.

Continued on Page 2

NEW DELHI, FRIDAY AuGUST 23, 2024; PAGES 12 34

@ Established 1864

pioneer

@ ovn

]
oy ""J-Irr
o B o

AR Medicat Coigge

T

Doctor sitting on protest against the death of a doctor of RG Kar Hospital, at RML hospital on Thursday
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RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

Resident doctors at AIIMS, Delhi
RML Hospital and Federation of All
India Medical Association announced
that they were withdrawing their 11-day
-long strike following assurance from
the Supreme Court on Thursday.

“We are resuming duty following the
SC’s appeal and assurances and
intervention in the RG Kar incident and
the safety of doctors. We commend the
court’s action and call for adherence to
its directives. Patient care remains our
top priority,” the Resident Doctors’

Delhi Doctors resume work

Association, AIIMS, New Delhi, said in
a post on X.

The resident doctors’ association of
RML Hospital said in a similar
statement that they would resume duty
from 8 am on Friday. The SC on
Thursday directed doctors protesting
over the Kolkata rape and murder
incident, to resume work and assured
them that no adverse action would be
taken after they rejoin.

The court said judges and doctors
cannot go on a strike since they deal
with matters involving life and liberty.
“Justice and medicine cannot afford to

be stopped. Can we (judges) go and sit
outside the Supreme Court now?” the
bench headed by Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud asked.
The bench comprising Chief Justice of
India DY Chandrachud, Justice JB
Pardiwala and Manoj Misra, was
hearing the matter of the progress of the
investigations by the two separate
agencies — Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) and Kolkata police
in the the alleged rape and murder of a
woman doctor at R G Kar Medical
College and Hospital in Kolkata.
Continued on Page 2

Kolkata FIR

11.30 pm on August 9 after
post-mortem and the FIR is
recorded at 11.45 pm. This is
extremely disturbing” the
bench, also comprising Justice
JB Pardiwala and Manoj
Misra, said. Questioning the
sequence and timing of the
legal formalities conducted by
police, Justice Pardiwala said,
“The  entire  procedure
followed by your State (West
Bengal) is something which I
have not come across in the
30 years of my professional
life.
“The first thing is, is it true
that the UD (unnatural
death) was recorded at 10.30
hours (10.30 am)? Second,
who is this assistant
superintendent non-medical
(person), her conduct is also
very doubtful. Why did she
act in this manner?”
It directed the Kolkata Police
officer, who registered the
first entry about the incident
that shocked the country, to
appear in the next hearing
and disclose the time of the
entry. The court also
observed that there seemed
to be an attempt to pass off
the murder as a suicide.
Meanwhile, the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
while sharing a status report
on the matter claimed that
the crime scene was altered
and tempered with which has
hindered the further probe
in the case. The CBI also
informed the court that the
FIR was lodged after the
cremation of the trainee
doctor.

Continued on Page 2

KARTIK TO
-| LEAD INDIAN
CHALLENGE
12 SPORTS

Security personnel outside the residence of a man allegedly linked to Al Qaeda, in
Lohardaga, on Thursday. Seven peaple allegedly linked to Al Qaeda were detained by
Jharkhand Anti-Terrorist Squad in raids in different parts of the State on Thursday PTI

Delhi Police deals death
hiow to Al Qaeda terrorists

SAUMYA SHUKLA B
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Police’s Special
Cell on Thursday
claimed to have busted an
Al Qaeda-inspired terror
module after arresting 11
people and detaining three

others from Jharkhand,
Rajasthan and  Uttar
Pradesh.

Six of the suspects were
arrested from Bhiwadi in
Rajasthan while they were
undergoing training to
handle weapons, according
to a police officer. They
have been identified as
Hasan Ansari, Enamul
Ansari, Altaf Ansari,
Arshad Khan, Umar Farroq
and Shahbaz Ansari, all
natives of Jharkhand. They
were staying in Rajasthan
for the past few days, the
officer said.

Five more people were
arrested from Ranchi in

Jharkhand. They have been
identified as Dr Ishtiyaq
Ahmed, Motiur, Rizwan,
Mufti Rahmatullah and
Faizan, he added.

A senior police official said
the operation by the
Special Cell of the Delhi
Police was conducted,
along with the police forces
of the States after receiving

intelligence inputs. “In a
coordinated, intelligence
based operation,

conducted by the Special
Cell of Delhi Police in
association with State
Police forces of Jharkhand,
Rajasthan  and  Uttar
Pradesh, an Al Qaeda (AQ)
inspired module has been
busted,” a Delhi Police
statement said. The terror
module was aiming to
declare ‘khilafat’ in the
country and was planning
for carrying out terrorist
activities across India.
Continued on Page 2

Congress, National Conference
shake hands for Jammu and Kashmir

MOHIT KANDHARI B JAMMU
partners

Former alliance

Congress and  National
Conference on Thursday decided
to  ‘unitedly’ contest the
upcoming Assembly polls by
forging a pre-poll alliance in
Jammu and Kashmir.

By finally stitching the deal, the
National Conference has also put to
rest all the speculations about the
possibility of the post-poll alliance
by the Kashmir-based mainstream
regional parties with the ruling
dispensation in New Delhi.

The alliance partners have
decided to contest all 90 seats as
per the terms and conditions of
the pre-poll alliance.

The deal was struck between the
two parties at the residence of Dr
Farooq Abdullah in Srinagar.
Omar Abdullah also attended the
crucial meeting.

Leader of the Opposition in Lok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi, Congress
chief Mallikarjun Kharge after
addressing the workers meeting
at a private hotel in Srinagar
visited the Gupkar Road
residence of Dr Abdullah where
they held a closed-door meeting
with the top brass of the National
Conference  discussing  the
contours of the pre-poll alliance.

Soon after the meeting, the
National Conference president
Dr Farooq formally announced
that the pre-poll alliance with
Congress is final, and will be
approved by this evening.

Congress president Malllkarjun Kharge with party Ieader Rahul Gandhi meets J&K
National Conference president Farooq Abdullah and vice president Omar Abdullah, in
Srinagar, on Thursday

PTI

“The alliance is on track and it
will go on well with God’s grace.
It is final and will be approved by
this evening”

The NC president said Congress,
NC and CPI(M) are on the same
page and will fight Assembly
elections together. He hoped that
with the collective efforts of the
alliance, the Statehood of Jammu
and Kashmir would be restored.
However, he maintained that
doors are still open for everyone
to join the alliance and give a
befitting reply to those who
damaged the country’s
institutions and its secular fabric.
To a query, he replied that the
meeting with Kharge and Rahul
took place in a very cordial
atmosphere. The leaders from
both parties have been entrusted
with  the responsibility of

deciding how many seats NC was
willing to leave for Congress in
the Valley and how many seats
Congress was ready to concede
for the National Conference
across the Jammu region.
Meanwhile, addressing a workers’
meeting in Srinagar, Rahul said it is
our priority in the Congress party
and also in the INDIA Block to
restore Statehood to Jammu and
Kashmir as soon as possible.
He said Congress is expecting the
region gets Statehood before
Assembly polls but “polls were
announced which is a step
forward” “We hope to see
democracy restored,” he said and
reiterated that it was for the first
time since Independence that a
State was reduced to a Union
Territory.

Continued on Page 2

PM MODI
WALKS THE TALK
IN WARSAW

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi with his Polish
counterpart Donald Tusk
during his ceremonial
welcome at the
Chancellery, in Warsaw,
Poland, on Thursday

PTI

Assam Bill to I‘EQIStEI‘ Muslim Marriages

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B GUWAHATI

T Assam  Government on
Thursday introduced a Bill to
repeal a law to register marriages and
divorces of Muslims, stating that it
had scope to allow marriages of
minors from the community.
Revenue and Disaster Management
Minister Jogen Mohan tabled The
Assam Repealing Bill, 2024 in the
Assembly to abolish The Assam
Moslem Marriages and Divorces
Registration Act, 1935 and the
Assam Repealing Ordinance 2024.
“There remains a scope of registering
marriages of intended persons below
21 years (in case of male) and 18
years (in case of female),” he said in
the Statement of Object and Reasons
of the Repealing Bill.

It hardly had any provisions for

monitoring the implementation of
the Act throughout the State and it
attracted huge amounts of litigation
courts, he added.

“There is a scope of misuse by both
authorised  licensee  (Muslim
marriage Registrars) as well as by
citizens  for  underage/minor

marriages and forcibly arranged
marriages without the consent of the
parties,” Mohan said.
Besides, the registration of marriages
and divorces were not mandatory,
and the registration mechanism was
informal that left a lot of scope for
non-compliance with the norms, he
added.
“It is a pre-Independence Act
adopted by the British India
Government for the then Province of
Assam for Muslim religious and
social arrangements,” the Minister
said. On Wednesday, Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma had said the
Assam Government would
introduce a Bill in the ongoing
Assembly Session for compulsory
Government registration of marriage
and divorce of Muslim people.
Continued on Page 2

India refutes Bangladesh's accusatmn 0' Tripura Dam hreach

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
NEW DELHI

India on Thursday described as
factually incorrect reports floating
in Bangladesh that the current flood
situation in certain parts of the
country has been caused by the
opening of the floodgates of the dam
on the Gumti river in Tripura. The
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA)
said floods in the rivers flowing
through both the countries are a
“shared”  problem inflicting
sufferings on the people on both
sides, and require close mutual
cooperation for resolution.

“We have seen concerns being
expressed in Bangladesh that the
current situation of flood in districts
on the eastern borders of Bangladesh
has been caused by opening of the
Dumbur Dam upstream of the
Gumti river in Tripura. This is

Tripura Chief Minister Manik Saha inspects a flood-affected area after heavy rains, on the outskirts of Agartala, on Thuraday

PTI

factually not correct,” the Ministry ~Gumti river that flows through India
and Bangladesh have witnessed The MEA said the flood in
heaviest rains of this year over the last

clarified. “We would like to point out
that the catchment areas of the

few days,” it added.

Bangladesh has been

caused

primarily by the heavy flow of waters
from these large catchments
downstream of the dam.

The Dumbur dam is located quite far
from the border — more than 120
km upstream of Bangladesh —the
Ministry said in a statement.

“It is a low-height (about 30 metres)
dam that generates power to feed
into a grid, and Bangladesh also
draws 40MW power from Tripura,”
the MEA noted. “Along the about
120-km river course, we have three
water-level observation sites at
Amarpur, Sonamura and Sonamura
27 it said. Heavy rainfall has been
continuing since August 21 in the
whole of Tripura and the adjoining
districts of Bangladesh.

In the event of heavy inflow,
automatic release of water has been
observed, said the MEA, adding
that the Amarpur station is part of
a bilateral protocol under which

India transmits real-time flood
data to Bangladesh. “Data showing
rising trend has been supplied to
Bangladesh up to 1500 hours on
August 21. At 1800 hours, due to
flooding, there was power outage,

leading  to  problems  of
communication,” it said. “Still, we
have  tried to  maintain
communication through other
means created for urgent

transmission of data,” it noted. The
MEA said the two countries share
54 common cross-border rivers
and river-water cooperation is an
important part of the bilateral
engagement. “We remain
committed to resolving issues and
addressing mutual concerns in
water resources and river water

management through bilateral
consultations  and  technical
discussions,”  the  Ministry

statement said.
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T N RAGHUNATHA B
MUMBAI

Taking suo motu cogni-
sance of the case of
alleged sexual abuse of two 4-
year-old girls in a school at
Badlapur in Maharashtra’s
Thane district, the Bombay
High Court on Thursday
upbraided the local police
for lapses in the investigations
and the school authorities
for not reporting the serious
crime to the probing agency.
Acting on the basis of news-
paper reports about the inci-
dent, a HC division bench of
Justice Revati Mohite-Dere
and Justice Prithviraj K.
Chavan pulled up the
Badlapur police for not play-
ing the role it ought to have
and demanded to know as to
why the state government for
not acting against the Adarsh
Vidya Prasarak Sanstha
(AVPS) for not reporting the
crime to the police

Applauding the victim girls
for showing courage to speak
out about the crime, the
bench observed: “These girls

have complained but several
cases go unreported. It takes
a huge amount of courage to
speak about all this. Definitely
the Police haven’t played its
role the way it ought to be.
Had the police been sensi-
tised, this wouldn't have hap-
pened”.

Picking holes in the investi-
gations into the sensational
crime, the HC bench
expressed its displeasure over
the delay in the delay in reg-
istration of the case and
observed that “it discourages
people from coming to the
police”. It also slammed the
police for their failure to
record the statement of the
second victim girl so far.
“The first thing in such cases
of minors is that the police
must have registered an FIR.
But they made the family
wait for hours. This discour-
ages the public from report-
ing such incidents,” the HC
bench noted.

“We are appalled by the fact
that the Badlapur Police has
taken no efforts to record the
statement of the second vic-

tim girl with either under
Section 161 and 164,” the
Judges said.

It may be recalled that two 4-
year-old nursery girls were
sexually abused by a sweeper
when they in the washroom
of the kindergarten school
run by Adarsh Vidya Prasarak
Sanstha (AVPS) on August 13
for using the toilet there.
The sexual assault on the two

four- year-old girl students
took place in the washroom of
the kindergarten school run
by Adarsh Vidya Prasarak
Sanstha (AVPS) on August 12
and 13 when the two girls had
gone to use the toilet there.

Later on, the parent took up
the matter with the school
management which lodged a
complaint with the police on
August 16. However, the

police registered a First
Information Report (FIR)
only 11 hours after their com-
plaint. The accused sweeper
Akshay Shinde (23) was
arrested on August 17. He will
remain in police custody till
August 24..

On being told by the state that
the officers responsible for
such lapses were suspended,
the Judges noted: “People
shouldn’t lose faith in public.
You should know what the
motto of the Maharashtra
Police is Sadarakshanaya
Khalanigrahanay. It means to
protect the good and restrain
the wicked. Please be remind-
ed of this...People should not
come out on the streets like
this for getting an FIR
lodged”.

Alluding to the fact that the
police had recorded the state-
ment of one of the victim girls
only on Thursday, the HC
bench demanded to know:
“How can the Police take it so
slightly?

The HC bench called for sen-
sitisation of the police force
on how to handle cases

involving sexual offences.

Saraf informed the HC bench
that a Special Investigation
Team (SIT) has been consti-
tuted to probe the case. “The
accused has been arrested
and everything will be done
on a speedy basis,” Saraf told
the Court.

The HC bench wanted to
know if the Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act had
been invoked against the
accused and the school
authorities. The HC went on
to peruse the case diary and
the copy of the FIR.

The AG Saraf informed the
court that they would be
invoking the POCSO Act
against the school authorities.
“It should have been done
immediately after the regis-
tration of an FIR,” the HC
bench said.

While directing the police to
produce all case files and
other documents before the
court, the HC bench sched-
uled the next hearing of the
case for August 27.
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Badiapur sexual abuse case: HG slams cops for lapses in prohe

‘Mahila Congress demands

Advocate General Birendra !

resignation of CI\/I two DCMs

T N RAGHUNATHA m
MUMBAI

Upping the ante on the
Badlapur nursery children

sexual abuse issue, the
Maharashtra Mahila Congress
on Thursday rooted for the res-
ignations of chief minister
Eknath Shinde and the two
deputy chief ministers over
their failure to protect women
in the state.

Addressing a news conference
at the state Congress head-
quarters “Tilak Bhavan”,
Mabharashtra Congress presi-
dent Sandhya Sawalakhe said:
“Both the chief minister and
two deputy chief minister have
failed to do justice to women
across the state. There has
been a tremendous increase in
the atrocities against women.
Even girls are being spared
from the increasing crimes.

i The situation is worsening in

=3

L X
the state. We demand the res-
ignations of both the chief
minister and two deputy chief
ministers for their failure to
protect women in the state”
“The Badlapur incident is a blot
on the face of humanity. The
parents of the victims were
made to wait at the police sta-
tion before an FIR was regis-
tered. The incident took place
on August 12-13. The chief
minister had gone to Badlapur
on August 15. He did not
know till then that this incident
had taken place in a school
there,” Sandhya said.

GISF takes charge of RGK Hnsmlal

SAUGAR SENGUPTA W KOLKATA

he Central Industrial

Security Forces on
Thursday took formal control
of the internal security system
of the RG Kar Medical College
Hospital with a sizeable
deployment of 151 jawans
including women security per-
sonnel led by an Assistant
Commandant, sources said.
“The CISF shall be responsible
for security of 26 points inside
the medical college including
the Emergency, Trauma
Centre, Department of
Gynaecology, academic and
administrative building and
the hostels,” sources said
adding the Kolkata Police
which hitherto guarded these
facilities would now be respon-
sible for ensuring the law and
order situation outside the
hospital.
The security paraphernalia of
the RGKMCH goes into the
hands of the CISF a couple of
days after the Supreme Court
ordered deployment of central
forces inside the campus.
The striking junior doctors and
the other medical staff had for
the past two weeks been
demanding a foolproof secu-
rity system inside the hospital
premises.
The deployment of CISF
comes in tandem with the
State Government accepting
the junior doctors’ demands
ordering transfer of a number
of senior doctors from admin-
istrative positions of the hos-
pital.
The newly appointed principal

S S i

of RGKMCH, Suhrita Pal who
had replaced Sandip Ghosh
was once again removed and
was replaced by Professor
Manas Kumar Bandyopadhyay
a former Principal of Barasat
Medical College. The State
Health Department also trans-
ferred the Head of the
Department of Chest
Medicine. A new Medical
Superintendent cum vice
Principal, Saptarshi
Chattopadhyay was brought in
from Bankura Christian
Medical College Hospital
sources said.

“We will work as a team and
try to ensure that security and
safety apart from academics of
the hospital remains our prime
concern,” Chattopadhyay said
soon after joining.

A nationwide protest after
erupted after a postgraduate
lady doctor was in the morn-
ing of 9 found allegedly raped
and murdered inside the sem-
inar hall of the department of
Chest Medicine inside the
RGKMCH Though the

Kolkata Police arrested Sanjoy
Das a civic police volunteer for
the crime the students and
junior doctors demanded a
thorough investigation alleging
the lady doctor had been a vic-
tim of gang rape and murder.
The students also demanded
investigation into the role of
some top officials including the
principal of the College Sandip
Ghosh in the felony following
which he was sent on forced
leave by the Calcutta High
which also ordered a CBI
investigation into the matter.

All this while Supreme Court
on Thursday asking the
protesting doctors to resume
work, assuring them that no
adverse action would be taken
once they rejoin work.

The students and junior doc-
tors of the Hospital who had
still not resumed duty on
Thursday welcomed the new
developments and said that
they had not yet taken a deci-
sion but “would soon review
the situation and act accord-

ingly”

CBIl may conduct
polygraph test
on RG Kar principal

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
KOLKATA

From prime accused Sanjoy
Das the spotlight tended to
shift on former RG Kar
Medical College Hospital
Sandip Ghosh with the Central
Bureau of Investigation sources
saying that he could be put
through polygraph test or lie-
detector test.

According to sources in the
CBI, Ghosh was “not cooper-
ating in the investigation as he
should be ... as there are a lot
of discrepancies in his state-
ments ... there are discrepan-
cies also between his statements
and those of other senior and
junior staff of the Hospital
interrogated thus far” The two-
some had been taken to
Sealdah Court when reports
last came in.

Ghosh who had been grilled for
more than 80 hours in the past
7-8 days was on Thursday
taken to Sealdah Court for a
permission for his polygraph

test along with the prime
accused Sanjoy Das, source
said adding however that it
would all depend upon the for-
mer RGKMCH principal to
allow himself to be subjected to
such tests.

Though polygraph test does
not have any evidentiary value
during the trial it can howev-
er lead to crucial missing links
so as to establish the liability of
the suspected persons, advo-
cates said. The Pioneer had
already reported a few days ago
about the CBI officials” will-
ingness to conduct lie-detector
test on Ghosh.

Insofar as Das is concerned
psychologists who encountered
in during interrogation said
that he looked like a perverted
person and had no emotions.
“He showed no remorse and
even once said that do it quick-
ly ... if you want to hang me do
it so,” sources said.

Ghosh has been working as a
civic volunteer associated with
the Kolkata Police.

Delhi Police deals
death hiow to Al
Qaeda...

From Page 1

“The module, as per current
state of operations, was
being led by one Dr. Ishtiyaq
of Ranchi (Jharkhand), and
it was aspiring to declare
‘khilafat’ and execute serious
terrorist activities within the

country,’ Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Public Relations Office)

Suman Nalwa stated.
Members of the Al Qaeda
inspired terror module were
indoctrinated by  the
extremist ideologies and
were also being trained at
various locations to execute
terrorist activities. “The
members of the module have
received indoctrination and
weapons training at various
locations. Six people were
detained from Bhiwadi in
Rajasthan while they were
undergoing training to
handle weapons, and eight
from Jharkhand and Uttar
Pradesh for questioning,” it
said.

The members of the terror

module were trained,
including in  handling
weapons, at various

locations, including in the
jungles of the Aravalli Hills
in Rajasthan, another officer
said. He said a massive
operation was launched in
the hill’s jungles to nab the
suspects. The Delhi Police
said three more people were

detained  from  Uttar
Pradesh’s  Aligarh  for
questioning.

Delhi Doctors resume work

From Page 1

“Justice and medicine cannot afford to be
stopped. Can we (judges) go and sit outside
the Supreme Court now?. How can public
health infrastructure run if doctors dont
Justice and medicine cannot
go on strike. Can we go and sit outside the
Supreme Court now?” CJI Chandrachud

resume work? ...

remarked.

The bench also ordered the West Bengal
government not to penalise those peacefully
The court,
clarified that it has not injuncted the state
government from exercising such lawful
powers”When we say peaceful protesters will
not be disturbed, we also mean proper
protocol will be followed,” the bench said.

“...this Court has taken measures to ensure the
institutionalization of the concerns of the
medical professionals in terms of the previous
order dated 20 August 2024, it is only to be
expected that doctors would now return to
the bench said in its order.
apprehension has been expressed on behalf of
the doctors stating that they are being

demanding justice.

work,”

proceeded against for the protests which took

place in the past. We are expecting compliance
with the assurance which has been given to the
Court that the doctors would join normal
duties. In the meantime, ifany adverse action
has been taken against any protesting doctor
for protests which have been carried out prior
to the date of this order, no coercive steps shall

be taken against them”.

representing
however,

“An

“During the course of the hearing, counsel

several resident doctors

associations have indicated to the Court that
the doctors are willing to go back to work and
their duties. However, it has been submitted
that the State Governments may take a
considered view on putting into place at least
some safety measures to assuage the concerns
of the doctors,” the bench said in its order.
The bench expressed its worries over the
‘inhuman working hours’ of resident doctors
all over the country flagged the hectic work
schedules to also be considered by the
National Task Force (NTF) which is mandated
to recommend uniform safety protocols for
medical professionals.

National Gapital brought fo a...

From Page 1

“Spent the last 35 minutes
trying to get a cab in Noida
for Delhi. What's wrong with

@Olacabs @Uber_India
@rapidobikeapp,” X user
Prashhush posted.

Some complained that they
had a hard time reaching to
their office on a working day
as they had to wait for a long
time to avail services from
apps. Kshitiz Agarwal said,’Is
it only me or uber doesn’t
work anymore now? Couldn’t
find a uber cab for 30 mins
nowadays even at posh
localities like south extension,
new delhi #uber #ola”

Mansi Pandey, a media
professional, said that
autorickshaw drivers who are
not participating in the strike
are being threatened. “I was
travelling from my home to

my workplace and took an
auto near East of Kailash. At
first, it was difficult to find an
auto but when I got one, the
driver demanded a higher
fare. Since I was getting late, I
agreed to pay more but when
we reached a few metres
ahead, around five to 10
people stopped the auto and
asked me to step out, saying
there was a strike today. They
warned the driver that if he
continued to drive, they
would damage his auto,” she
said.

A student Ananya Tiwari said
while usually she gets a ride in
two minutes, it became
extremely difficult to get one

while the fares were also
substantially higher than
usual.

Delhi Auto Rickshaw Sangh
General secretary Rajendra

Soni alleged that drivers were
being threatened. His union is
not part of the strike. “Many
drivers are not part of the
strike. We have come across
instances where drivers are
being threatened outside
railway stations and bus stops.
We demand that the police
step up vigil outside these
points. It is a matter of
commuter safety as well as
driver safety,” he added.
Rakesh, an autorickshaw
driver with a cab aggregator,
said he was avoiding
accepting rides from railway
stations and bus terminals
since there was a threat of
violence. “In fact, if I was
allotted a ride and the
commuter called me, I asked
them to pay more than what
the fare showed since there
was a risk;” he added.

AYURVEDA IS ULTIMATE TRUTH: BALKRISHNA

Haridwar: A baseless and

conspiratorial rumour was spread in

the country that Ayurvedic
medicines harm the kidneys.

However, the Ayurvedic formulation

Renogrit not only heals kidneys

SN

damaged by the allopathic anti-cancer drug Cisplatin but also
alleviates oxidative stress on kidney cells. On this occasion, Acharya
Balkrishna stated that various Ayurvedic texts describe remedies for
kidney diseases, and these conditions have been effectively treated
since ancient times. He further emphasised that Ayurveda is the
ultimate truth, substantiated by research evidence.

NFR ENSURING SAFETY OF FLOOD AFFECTED PEOPLE
Maligaon: In the prevailing inclement weather and continuous rain in
Tripura, the alertness of Railway loco pilots, loco inspectors, traffic
inspectors and station staff is ensuring the safety of railway
passengers. On 21.08.2024, Loco Pilot, Shri R. N. Kumar & Asst.
Loco Pilot, Shri Surajit Debnath prevented a possible mishap while
they were working in train 05676 UPDharmanagar - Agartala

Passenger Special.

RECPDCL HANDS OVER PROJECT SPECIFIC SPV TO AEPL
Gurugram: REC Power Development and Consultancy Limited
(RECPDCL), a wholly owned subsidiary ofREC Limited, theMaharatna
CPSU under the aegis of Ministry of Power,handed overa project
specific SPV (Special Purpose Vehicle).viz,Rajasthan IV-A Power
Transmission Limited to M/s Apraava Energy Private Limited (AEPL).
The project will facilitate evacuationof power from Rajasthan
Renewable Energy Zone Ph-IV (Jaisalmer/Barmer Complex).

Congress, National...

From Page 1

“I have heard and seen UTs
being converted into states
but J&K is an exception. We
have made it clear in our
election manifesto that it
was our priority to restore
the democratic rights of the
people of J&K and Ladakh.
Speaking on the occasion,
All India Congress
Committee (AICC) chief,
Mallikarjun Kharge said
that efforts are on to forge
an alliance based on
feedback from “our local
leaders.”

“We want to keep the entire
opposition along,” he said.
Kharge said that Congress is
committed to ensuring the
return of statehood.

He said that BJP couldn’t

ensure elections in J&K.
“The party announced polls
under pressure in the wake
of Supreme Court
directions,” the AICC chief
said.

“I want to put it on record
that BJP can’t suppress the
peoples’ voices anymore in
J&K. Congress is committed
to work for the welfare of
the people of J&K.”

About Jammu and Kashmir,
Kharge said not a single
promise made by the BJP to
the people of the region
before elections has been
fulfilled.

“Not a single promise made
to the people of Jammu and
Kashmir before polls have
been kept. They are all
jumla,” Kharge said.

Assam Bill to register...

From Page 1

Addressing a Press conference after a Cabinet meeting here,
Sarma said the Government will table the Assam Compulsory
Registration of Muslim Marriage and Divorce Bill, 2024.

Last month, the Cabinet had approved the Repealing Bill to
abolish the Assam Muslim Marriages and Divorce Registration
Act and Rules of 1935, which permitted underage marriages

under specific conditions.

The Assam Cabinet had approved the decision to repeal the Act
on February 23 in a bid to end the social menace of child

marriage in the State.

The Opposition parties had decried the decision, terming it
‘discriminatory against the Muslims’ brought in to polarise the

voters in an election year.

Supreme Court
extnemely
disturhed over
tdelay in...

From Page 1
RG Kar Medical College and
Hospital, who has come

under the scanner in the
aftermath of the ghastly
crime. As the hearing
commenced after lunch, the
court asked what was the
reason for a 14-hour delay in
lodging the FIR in connection
with the incident”Who was in
touch with the principal of

the RG Kar Medical College?
Why did he delay the FIR?
What was the purpose?” the
bench asked.

“Procedure is a separate
issue, but the point remains.
What is the reason the FIR is
lodged almost 14 hours after
the discovery of the body.
The most important thing is
that the principal of the
college should have come
straightaway to the college
and directed the filing of the
FIR. Who was he in touch
with? What was the purpose?

the bench asked senior
advocate Kapil Sibal,
appearing for the West
Bengal government. The

moment the principal tenders
the resignation, he is
appointed as principal of
another college, the bench
noted.

During the hearing, after
seeing the records, CJI DY
Chandrachud posed to
Senior Advocate Kapil Sibal,
representing the State :”
Something is very disturbing.
The GD entry in regard to
unnatural death is recorded
at 10.10 in the morning. So
the Police Station is informed
that there is an unnatural
death. Notwithstanding all
this, the securing of the crime
scene, seizure etc. takes place
at 11.30 at night? What was
happening all by then?” Sibal
asserted that this was
incorrect information and
claimed that all proceedings
were videographed. He
requested the Court to see the
chart prepared by the State
showing the timeline of
event.

At the outset, Mehta said the

Central Bureau of
Investigation(CBI) entered
the probe on the fifth day
after the crime.

“We entered the probe on the
fifth day. Before that,
whatever was collected by the
local police was given to us.
The investigation itself was a
challenge because the scene of
offence was altered. The FIR
was registered only after the
(victim’s) cremation at 11:45
pm. “First, the parents of the
victim were informed by the
deputy superintendent (of the
hospital) that she was not
well. When they reached the
hospital, they were told that
she had committed suicide.....
Fortunately, the colleagues of
the deceased insisted for
videography. This suggests
that they were suspecting a
cover-up,” Mehta submitted.

Sibal ~ opposed  Mehta’s
submissions, saying
everything was videographed
and claimed nothing was
altered at the crime scene. He
contended that the Kolkata
Police followed the procedure
scrupulously and the CBI’s
status report only attempts to
muddy the waters.

The bench later issued a slew
of directions on the safety of
doctors, norms for protests,
rights of protesters as well as
the West Bengal government.
The bench directed the
secretary in the Union health
ministry to engage with the
chief secretaries and directors
general of police to ensure
that the states and Union
territories put in place certain
basic minimum requirements
for safety measures for
doctors.

LoP Vijender leads MLAs’ delegation to seek
early probe into graft in construction of hospitals

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

Today, on 22nd August 2024,
a delegation of MLAs led by
the Leader of Opposition in the
Delhi Legislative Assembly,
Vijender Gupta, met with the
Head of the Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB), Madhur Verma,
to formally submit a complaint
demanding an immediate and
thorough investigation into the
widespread corruption within
the Delhi Health Department.
The delegation included promi-
nent MLAs Abhay Verma, Ajay
Mahawar, Anil Bajpai, O.P.
Sharma, and Jitender Mahajan.
The complaint highlights the

S

rampant ﬁnanc1a1 mlsconduct
and systemic corruption that
has taken root under the cur-
rent Health Minister, Saurabh
Bhardwaj, and the former
Health Minister, Satyendra Jain.
The scale of the corruption is
staggering, with numerous pro-
jects in the Health Department
being delayed, budgets inflated,
and public funds siphoned off
in a deliberate and organized

manner.
The complaint outlined a dis-
turbing pattern of financial
mismanagement, deliberate
delays, and budget manipula-
tions, all designed to facilitate
the large-scale embezzlement of
public funds meant for the
welfare of Delhf’s citizens.
Between 2018-19, the Delhi
Health Department sanctioned
24 hospital projects, comprising
11 greenfield and 13 brownfield
projects, with a total budget of
Rs. 5,590 crore. Despite the sub-
stantial funds allocated, these
projects have seen unexplained
delays and exorbitant cost over-
runs.
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D elhi Lt Governor(LG)V K
Saxena has taken grave
exception to the fact that 24
hospital projects in the
national capital, at various
stages of delayed construc-
tion, had simply not taken
into consideration the
requirement of about 38,000
posts, that would be required
to run these hospitals.
Giving details, Raj Niwas offi-
cials said on Thursday Saxena
expressed displeasure while
recently reviewing the
progress of filling up of vacant
posts in the Health
Department.

Even as the Ministers of
Health and PWD had started

the construction of these hos-
pitals, no attempt was made
by them to even create these
posts during the last 4-5 years,
leave apart filling them, they
said.

During the presentation made
by the Health Department
shocking facts with regards to
absolute lack of planning and
financial mismanagement in
the public health infrastruc-
ture projects came up.

Civil construction of 24 hos-
pital projects was started
without any planning for the
equipments, machinery or
manpower for the same. The
LG noted that this was a clas-
sic example of an ill-con-
ceived and ill planned project,
which amounted to criminal

neglect. Neither was the man-
power for these hospitals
approved, nor was the
requirement of beds,
machines and equipments
taken into consideration. No
budgetary provisions were
made for these Heads, the LG
was informed.

What the people of Delhi are
staring at, is construction of
shells of concrete with no
equipments, beds, operation
theatres, doctors, nurses and
staff in the name of hospitals,
at a cost of Rs 8,000 crores.
The AAP government had
undertaken the exercise of
redevelopment of 13 existing
hospitals as ‘Brown Field’
projects, construction of 04
new hospitals as ‘Green Field’

projects and re-engineering of

07 existing hospitals as ICU
Hospitals, without factoring
in the staff/HR requirement,

machinery and equipment
requirement and financial
allocations required for the
same.

Altogether these under con-
struction hospitals, running
behind schedule by as much
as 06 to 07 years will require
an additional 37,691 posts in
various categories of Doctors,
Paramedical and Technical
staff. This staggering number
of posts is yet to be created.
These 24 projects were ten-
dered during 2019-2021, at a
cost of Rs 3906.70 crores. All
of these were supposed to
have been completed in 06
months to 01 year time, since
majorly prefab material was to
be used.

However, not only have the
projects been delayed, an
additional Rs 3,800 crores
will be required to complete
them. This amounts to a cost

capital 03

Lack of proper plannmg in hnsmtals irks Delhi LG

overrun of almost 100 per
cent.

In addition to this, addition-
al allocation of about Rs 5,000
crores will need to be made
for furniture, medical equip-
ments, etc. once all the pro-
jects are completed.

Further, an operational cost of
Rs 4,800 crores will be
required per year for these
projects. The LG was sur-
prised to note that even these
costs were not factored in,
even as the government kept
presenting one budget after
another over successive years.
It seems that the above pro-
jects were deliberately ten-
dered without any planning,
with the only aim of awarding
them to contractors by PWD.

It seems that the projects
were conceived for contrac-
tors rather than the people of
Delhi.

The LG was further surprised
to note that the entire budget
allocated during financial year
2024-2025, for these projects
is a meagre Rs 400 crores,
while the allocated amount
for settling arbitration cases in
favour of contractors, itself
stood at Rs 600 crores, in the
Budget.

One is not only glaring at
another scam of the Kejriwal
government in the Health
Sector, but the entire Public
Health Infrastructure of Delhi
has been put to ransom for
the benefit of contractors,
officials said.

Man held for assault and mishehaviour at Usmanpur Hospital

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

A56-year—old man has been arrested
for allegedly assaulting doctors
and misbehaving with nursing staff at
the Jag Pravesh Chandra Hospital in
Northeast Delhi’s Usmanpur area.
This comes in the wake of protests car-
ried out by doctors to ensure safety for
healthcare workers following the bru-
tal rape and murder of a trainee doc-
tor in Kolkata hospital and a week after
the Health Ministry issued guide lines
that if any hospital staff is attacked by
anyone the FIR in the matter should be
filed within six hours.

According to police officials on
Thursday, the man had come with his
52 year old wife Sameena Khan to the
hospital for treatment on Wednesday
night when he allegedly assaulted doc-
tors. The husband runs a spare part
shop.

The man also allegedly also made a
derogatory remark regarding the
Kolkata case while asking why medics
in Delhi were concerned about it.
"What happened if a girl died in
Kolkata? Why are you concerned about
it in Delhi?" the FIR read.

As the accused threatened the doctors
and abused them, hospital staffers
recorded it on their mobile phones.
According to the FIR, the accused's wife
was given medication by the doctor on
duty based on her complaints but her
husband refused those and instead
suggested his own mode of treatment,
a police official said.

"A Person came to the casualty around
9:00 pm on Wednesday and the patient
was given medication according to the

complaints of the patient (his wife). But
he refused the treatment given by casu-
alty doctors on duty. He told the doc-
tors to give his wife a particular injec-
tion. He then started hurling abuses at
doctors due to which the work got
affected,” read the FIR.

Dr Rajneesh, a junior resident at the
hospital said that when the hospital
staffers ignored the man's suggestions,
he became violent and started misbe-
having with the doctors. "We tried to

pacify him but he started abusing us and
assaulted some of us. He also misbe-
haved with our nursing staff," the doc-
tor said.

The FIR claimed that the accused
shouted on the hospital premises, ham-
pering the treatment of other patients,
and destroyed government property. He
forcefully went inside the doctors' duty
room and provoked other people to beat
the medics, it claimed. Eight persons
including the doctors and patients suf-
fered injuries in the incident.

"After this incident he forcefully came
inside the Doctors Duty room and start-
ed shouting and abusing. He also start-
ed provoking other attendants to beat
the doctors. He physically assaulted the
doctors on duty," FIR read.

Deputy Commissioner of Police (north-
east) Joy Tirkey said an FIR under BNS
sections 221 (obstructing public servant
in discharge of public functions), 221
(1) voluntarily causing hurt to deter
public servant from his duty and 132
(use of criminal force to deter public
servant from discharge of his duty) was
registered at New Usman Police Station.
Further investigation is underway, the
police officer said.

Gopal Rai directs Environment Ministry to
immediately submit report on Smog Tower to SC

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

Delhi Environment Minister
Gopal Rai on Thursday
directed the Principal Secretary
(Environment & Forest) to
submit Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) Bombay's
final report on the working of
Smog Tower to the Supreme
Court, without further delay.
“Smog Tower at Baba Kharak
Singh Marg, New Delhi, was
installed by Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC)
on the directions of the
Supreme Court in the matter
titled M.C. Mehta vs. Union of
India during 2020 and started
operations in August 2021. It
was conceived as a scientific
R&D project, among an array
of solutions, to help address the
seasonal pollution problem in
Delhi,” Rai said in a letter.
“Subsequently, Delhi Cabinet
decided to set up a Smog

Tower at Connaught Place for
a two year pilot study with
DPCC as nodal agency for
coordination and supervision.
IIT Bombay and IIT Delhi
were supposed to analyse the
performance efficiency of the
Tower,” the letter stated.

On June 19, the Environment
Minister directed the submis-
sion of IIT Bombay's final
report on the working of Smog
Tower at Baba Kharak Singh
Marg, New Delhi, to the
Supreme Court. Expressing his

displeasure Minister Gopal Rai
mentions that the said report
has not been submitted before
the Supreme Court for con-
sideration till date.

Stating that the report hasn't
been submitted, the senior
AAP leader claimed, “I had
directed to submit the Final
Report prepared by IIT,
Bombay on the working of this
Smog Tower before the
Supreme Court, so as to decide
on further continuing of its
operations. It has come to my
notice that the said report has
not been submitted before the
Supreme Court for considera-
tion till date”

“In view of the above and con-
sidering that the winter season
is approaching fast, the final
report on the working of Smog
Tower prepared by IIT Bombay
will be submitted before the
Supreme Court without any
further delay;” he asserted.

Delhi University VC pleads

p TP
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to Government for funds
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Delh1 University Vice
Chancellor(VC)Yogesh
Singh on Thursday urged the
Delhi Government to ensure
timely release of funds (other
than salaries and wages) includ-
ing deficit in respect of all 12
colleges to maintain the acade-
mic standards of the institute.
He also said instructions
should be given to PWD to
ensure proper repair and time-
ly maintenance of buildings
and other infrastructure of
these colleges in the larger
interest of the students.
Giving these details after the
joint meeting of the Executive
and Academic Councils of
Delhi University, the VC also
said the Delhi Government
will be requested to grant ex-
post facto approval to the posts
(teaching and non-teaching
staff) created by the governing
bodies of the respective colleges
as per the norms and provi-

sions of University of Delhi and
University Grants Commission
and to expedite it. These posts
were created to run the cours-
es with the consent of the
Directorate of Higher
Education, Government of
Delhi. The joint meeting also
accepted the Shri Prakash
Singh Committee report
regarding 12 colleges. The
report said their recognition
cannot be cancelled.

It is worth noting that there was
an intense discussion during
the Zero Hour in the EC meet-
ing held on December 15, 2023
on the allegations made by the
Education Minister of Delhi
Government through a letter
sent to the Union Education
Minister on December 1, 2023
regarding 12 colleges funded by
the Delhi Government.

At that time Vice Chancellor
Singh suggested the forma-
tion of an EC committee on
this issue which was unani-
mously passed.

- - : 1
Patients arriving at the RML Hospital being denied treatment and referred to other hospitals

Ranja Dimri

Aushi writes to Chief Secretary
regarding sewer overtlow 1n city
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elhi Water and Finance

Minister Atishi on
Thursday wrote to the Chief
Secretary regarding the state of
sewer overflow in the nation-
al Capital and claimed that the
city has been turned into a liv-
ing hell because an artificial
financial crisis has been cre-
ated in Delhi Jal Board (DJ]B).
Issuing a series of orders to
Naresh Kumar, Atishi assert-
ed that it will be the personal
responsibility of the Chief
Secretary to oversee the reso-
lution of the sewer related cri-
sis that has been created in
Delhi.
She visited Mohan Garden D
Block, A-Extension Mohan
Garden and DK Road in
Uttam Nagar on Wednesday
after getting repeated com-
plaints from residents regard-
ing sewer related problems. “I
have been informed that on
numerous occasions local res-
idents and the area MLA,
Naresh Balyan, had sent these
grievances to the Delhi Jal
Board (DJB). These griev-
ances also reached me via
emails and social media,” she
said.
“When I reached there, the

@' F

state of sewer overflow was
absolutely shocking. These
localities have been turned
into a living hell. This kind of
sewage overflow is a breeding
ground for several diseases
and can cause a serious pub-
lic health crisis,” she added.
The senior AAP leader said
that the residents informed
them that the DJB officials,
upon receiving the complaints,
claimed that they do not have
machines and manpower due
to lack of funds.

“The national capital could
come to a standstill if DJB fails
to do its work properly. A bud-
get of Rs.7195.00 crore has
been passed by the Delhi
assembly which is 9.5 per cent
of the total budget of
Government of NCT of Delhi.
This budget has been
approved by the Council of
Ministers, the LG, MHA and
the Delhi Assembly.

However, in this entire finan-
cial year only Rs 400 crores has
been released to the DJB so
far,” she claimed.

Minister Atishi shared that
files keep shuttling between
DJB, Urban Development
Department and Finance
Department but the DJB
remains starved of funds.
“When the government has
allocated a large budget for the
DJB, proper deployment of
machinery and manpower
needs to be done on the
ground. Otherwise, the offi-
cers busy shuttling the files
and causing a financial crisis
in DJB will be held responsi-
ble for creating a public health
crisis and epidemic-like situ-
ation in Delhi,” she added.
She directed Kumar to ensure
adequate deployment of man-
power and machinery in every
part of the city to ensure that
there are no sewer overflows
causing inconvenience to the
people of Delhi. Atishi ordered
him to ensure release of funds
to the DJB from the budget
that has been allocated to
them within the next 48 hours
and take the strongest possible
action against all officers
responsible for creating this
artificial fund crisis that has
brought Delhi on the verge of
a major public health crisis.

AAP announces return of Kejriwal in
Delhi Assembly election the coming year
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AAP on Thursday launched

campaign called
'Kejriwal Aayenge' in the run
up to the assembly polls in
Delhi next year and said that
the party will fight the upcom-
ing assembly elections keeping
incarcerated Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal at the centre.
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind
Kejriwal is lodged in Tihar jail
in connection with a corrup-
tion case linked to the alleged
excise policy scam being
probed by the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CBI). AAP’s
General Secretary
(Organization) and Rajya
Sabha MP Dr Sandeep Pathak
said, “By launching the slogan
"Kejriwal Aayenge", AAP
wants to give a message that
the upcoming Delhi Assembly
elections will be fought with

Arvind Kejriwal as the centre
and under his leadership, once
again the people of Delhi will
form the AAP government by
giving a huge majority”

He asserted that the people of
Delhi have understood the
conspiracies of the BJP and
will give a befitting reply to
the BJP in the Assembly elec-

tions this time. "The party has
launched the 'Kejriwal
Aayenge' campaign.
Hoardings of Kejriwal with
the tagline 'Kejriwal Aayenge'

have been put up in the
national capital. The party's
new slogan is 'Sisodia aa gaye
hai, Kejriwal aayenge'," he
added.

“Everyone is confident that
just like Manish Sisodia came
out of the jail, thanks to the
blessings of the people and the
power of the Constitution,
Arvind Kejriwal will also
come out very soon,” Pathak
said, adding that ever since
Kejriwal has gone, the BJP and
its LG are constantly trying to
stop the work in Delhi.

“The officers under LG are not
able to do the public work
properly despite their best
efforts. The innocent people of
Delhi are bearing the brunt of
this. Although the Delhi gov-
ernment is trying its best to get
all the public work done, when
Arvind Kejriwal comes out, all
these works will be done more
quickly;” he said.

BJP says frustrated citizens of
Delhi will reject its incarcerated CM
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Reacting to the new cam-
paign 'Kejriwal Aayenge'
launched by the AAP for the
upcoming assembly elec-
tions, Delhi BJP President
Virendra Sachdeva on
Thursday claimed that the
residents are frustrated by
the failures of the state gov-
ernment and are saying
'Kejriwal will go'.

Sachdeva stated that seeing
the "Kejriwal will come”
hoardings put up by the
AAP, it has become evident
that the party is completely
anarchic. “Launching a pro-
motional campaign for a
person who is in jail, whose
release depends on the
court's discretion, is not only
a contempt of court but also

a mockery of democracy;” he
added.

Sachdeva recalled AAP’s slo-
gan for Lok Sabha elections
recently and said that despite
that, the AAP supremo was
defeated. “On 12 May,
Kejriwal for the first time
appealed to the people of
Delhi to vote for the INDIA
alliance in the Lok Sabha

elections so that he could
avoid going to jail, coining
the slogan "Vote me to avoid
jail." He repeated this slogan
everywhere, whether in
Delhi, Punjab, Gujarat, or
Haryana, wherever he con-
tested elections. However,
people rejected the AAP
everywhere,” the Delhi BJP
chief stated.



NEW DELHI | FRIDAY | AUGUST 23, 2024

Amit Shah assures all
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Thursday called
up Tripura Chief Minister
Manik Saha to take stock of the
flood situation in the State and
assured him of all assistance
from the Centre.

Shah also said the Central
Government is rushing teams
of the National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) as
well as boats and helicopters to
the State to assist the local
Government in relief and
rescue operations. “Spoke with
CM Tripura,
@DrManikSaha2, and took
stock of the flood situation in
the State. The Centre is
rushing teams of NDRE apart
from boats and helicopters to
the State to assist the local
Government in relief and
rescue operations,” he said in
social media post.

Assuring the Chief Minister of
all possible assistance as and
when required, the Union
Home Minister said the
Narendra Modi Government
firmly stands with “our sisters
and brothers in Tripura during
this hour of crisis”

At least 10 people were killed
and one was missing in
landslides and flood-related
incidents in Tripura since

Sunday. Over 32,000 people
have taken shelter in 330 relief
camps due to heavy rainfall.
Following a request from the
Chief Minister to the Home
Minister, four additional
NDRF teams arrived in the
State to assist in the rescue
operations, Tripura
Government officials said.
Tripura Chief Minister Manik
Saha on Thursday said NDRF
teams along with relief
materials and disaster
management equipment have
arrived to assist the State
Government in flood relief
operations, reported PTI from
Agartala.

At least 10 people were killed
and one was missing in
landslides and flood-related

relief for flooded Tripura

incidents in Tripura since
Sunday. Over 32,000 people
have taken shelter in 330 relief
camps due to heavy rainfall.
The entire State Government
machinery has been working
round the clock to tackle the
unprecedented natural
calamity, he said. “NDRF team
along with relief materials
arrives in Tripura. Relief
materials & disaster
management equipment have
landed at Maharaja Bir Bikram
Manikya Bahadur Airport,
Agartala & are being swiftly
dispatched to flood-affected
areas. Bringing hope & aid to
those in need;” Saha posted on
Facebook.

“Spoke to Hom’ble Home
Minister Shri Amit Shah Ji on

current grim flood
situation in the State. He
informed that a total of eleven
NDRF teams would be sent to
Tripura... Arrangement would
also be made for choppers for
airlifting of the stranded
people in the flood affected
areas. More number of boats
would also be sent along with
the NDRF teams. I thank
Hon’ble HM for providing
instant assistance to the people
of Tripura,” Saha said.
“Due to excessive rainfall since
Sunday, the water level in all
major rivers has already
crossed the danger mark
flooding several areas. Ten
people killed in landslides and
flood-related incidents since
Sunday. Altogether 32,750
people have taken shelter in
330 relief camps’, a State
Government release said on
Wednesday. The statement
said the northeastern State
witnessed as many as 1,900
landslides causing disruption
in road connectivity. A red
alert has been sounded in
West Tripura and Sepahijala
districts for heavy rainfall on
Thursday, it said.
State Disaster Response Force
(SDRF), NDRF, central
paramilitary forces including
Assam Rifles are engaged in
rescue and relief operations in
affected areas.
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JPC meets on Waqf
Amendment Bill
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he Joint Committee of Parliament on
the Waqf (Amendment) Bill held its
marathon first meeting on Thursday
amid objections by Opposition MPs over
a host of provisions in the proposed law
as the Union Minority Affairs Ministry

made a presentation.

Heated words were exchanged at times
during the meeting but members from
various parties sat through several
hours, recording their views on the
offering
suggestions and seeking clarifications.

Congress’

provisions of the Bill,
The Trinamool

Banerjee, Sanjay Singh

boards.

There was a view among the members,
some of them said, that the ministry was
not “adequately prepared” to address the
queries raised in the meeting. The next
meeting of the committee will be held
member
Committee Chairperson Jagdambika Pal
assured the members that the panel
stakeholders,
including various Muslim bodies. The
31-member committee has been tasked
by the Lok Sabha to scrutinise the
contentious Bill, which has drawn
protests from the Opposition parties and

on August 30, a

would speak to all

of AAP,
Asaduddin Owaisi of the All India
Majlis-e-Ittehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM)
and A Raja of the DMK were joined by
some other Opposition members in
raising questions over the need for
several clauses, including the move to
give more powers to the collector and
have non-Muslim members on Wagqf

Kalyan

said.

Muslim  bodies

Muslim organisations.

The representatives from the Minority
Affairs Ministry were expected to brief
the committee on the “amendments
proposed on the Bill, the Lok Sabha
Secretariat said. The committee will
discuss the Bill threadbare and also the
concerns over it, Pal said ahead of the
meeting, adding that voices of different
stakeholders would be heard.

“We will discuss all the 44 amendments
and bring a good and comprehensive
Bill by the next session,” he said. Pal said
the committee would call various

different sects to hear their views. The
Bill is the first major initiative from the
BJP-led NDA Government aimed at
reforming the registration process for
Wagf properties through a centralised

portal.

representing  the

It proposes several reforms, including
establishing a Central Waqf Council
alongside State Waqf boards with
representation for Muslim women and
non-Muslim representatives.

A contentious provision of the Bill is the
proposal to designate the district
collector as the primary authority in
determining whether a property is
classified as Waqf or Government land.
The Bill was introduced in the Lok
Sabha on August 8 and referred to a
Joint Committee of Parliament after a
heated debate, with the Government
asserting that the proposed law did not
intend to interfere with the functioning
of mosques and the Opposition calling it
a targeting of Muslims and an attack on
the Constitution.

-

EC trains its guns on
fair elections in Haryana,
Jammu and Kashmip

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
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he Election Commission

(EC) on Thursday advised
its over 400 observers being
deployed for Assembly polls in
Jammu and Kashmir and
Haryana to stay vigilant to
false narratives trying to derail
the election process and to
ensure a quick counter.
Reminding the observers of
their crucial role, Chief
Election Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar emphasised that they,
as representatives of the
Commission, are expected to
conduct themselves
professionally  and  be
accessible to all stakeholders
including candidates and
public at large. He also
advised them to overcome
language barriers and ensure
that there are no gaps in
communication.
He reminded the observers
that they would be under the
watchful gaze of parties,
candidates, voters and EC
alike.

Around 200 general
observers, 100 police
observers and as many

expenditure observers, are
being deployed in Jammu and
Kashmir and Haryana. CEC
Kumar advised the officials to
be vigilant towards false
narratives trying to derail the

election process.

Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar emphasised
that the officials should

observe the complete election
ecosystem for free and fair
polls.

Noting that the Assembly
elections are keenly contested,
he said the role of observers
becomes all the more critical
in these polls.

Election Commissioner
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu noted
that accessibility, visibility and
responsiveness are essential to
develop a virtuous spiral
enhancing the conduct of the
elections.

According to the poll
authority, observers were
strictly directed to remain
accessible to all parties,
candidates and voters for
timely redressal of their
grievances. Any complaints in
this regard will be viewed
seriously by the Commission.
As the eyes and ears of the
Commission on the ground,
the observers were asked to
exercise constant vigilance
with utmost sincerity.

The EC deploys observers
under Section 20B of the
Representation of the People
Act, 1951 and plenary powers
of the Constitution. IAS, IPS,
IRS and those from other
central services are deployed
as observers.

'lalented youth of Haryana exploited in
name of Kaushal Rozgar Nigam: Cong
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day after the Election

Commission (EC) barred
Haryana authorities from
announcing the results of an
ongoing recruitment process,
the Congress on Thursday
lashed out at the BJP and
alleged that the “anti-youth”
Government in the State was
remembering the youth after
“harassing” them for 10 years.
To ensure a level-playing field
in the Assembly polls in
Haryana, the  Election
Commission on Wednesday
barred authorities in the State
from announcing the results
of ongoing recruitment
processes for police
constables and teachers till
the election was over.
The  commission  took
cognisance of a complaint
from  Congress General
Secretary Jairam Ramesh

regarding violation of the
model code conduct in the
process of recruitment against
5,600 vacancies for the post of
constable in the Haryana
Police, 76 posts of two
categories of teachers by the
Haryana Staff Selection
Commission (HSSC) and
recruitment for various posts
by the Haryana Public Service
Commission (HPSC).

Ramesh said in a social media
post in Hindi, “The double-
break BJP Government of
Haryana harassed the youth
during the last 10 years, kept
recruitment on hold and
whatever little recruitment
was made was given to their
own people. The talented
youth of Haryana were
exploited in the name of
Kaushal Rozgar Nigam ie
Government contracts.”
“There was a lot of rigging in
Government  recruitment,
papers were leaked... Keeping

the elections in mind, on the
day of announcement of the
elections, to lure youths,
recruitment was announced

that would never fructify,” he
said.

“Today, when the Election
Commission has reminded

HARYANA
ASSEMBLY
ELECTIONS

about the code of conduct, the
anti-youth Government has
remembered the youth,” he
said. The Assembly elections

in Haryana will be held in a
single phase on October 1 and
the results declared on
October 4.

The Election Commission on
Wednesday said the model
code instructions did not bar
the  continuing  regular
recruitment  process  or
promotion through the Union
Public Service Commission,
the State public service
commission or the staff
selection commission or any
other statutory authority but
“recruitment through non-
statutory bodies will require
prior clearance of the
commission”

After ascertaining the facts
from the State Government
and in view of the existing
model code of conduct
instructions, the poll panel
found no violation of the code
in the ongoing recruitment
processes by the HSSC and
the HPSC.
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anjeev Raina, a 1987-batch

Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP) officer, has been
appointed Additional Director
General (ADG) in the India-
China Line of Actual
Control(LAC)guarding force,
only the second time when a
non-IPS officer has been ele-
vated to this post in the force.
An order issued by the
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA) on Wednesday said
Raina, serving as an
Inspector General (IG) at the
force’s central sector
headquartered in Bhopal, is
being elevated to the ADG
rank apart from another
officer, IG Jaspal Singh, for
the panel year 2024.
However, Raina, 59, will
serve in the new post for just

Sanjeev Raina of the ITBP to be ADG at LAC,
the second non-IPS officer on the China frontier

over a month as he is
scheduled to retire next
month.

A rank piping ceremony was
held at the Indo-Tibetan
Border  Police (ITBP)
headquarters on Lodhi Road
here on Thursday in the
presence of Director General
Rahul Rasgotra and other
senior officers.

Raina has now been posted

as the ADG (western
command) of the ITBP
headquartered in

Chandigarh, the order said.
The formation looks after
the deployment of the force
along the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) in Ladakh,
Uttarakhand and Himachal

Pradesh apart from
supervising units located in
Punjab, Delhi and Jammu
and Kashmir.

As per officials, this is only
the second time in the 1962
raised ITBP when a cadre
officer has been elevated to
the ADG post, the second
highest rank in the force
after the DG.

The ADG post in the ITBP
and other central armed
police forces (CAPFs) is
essentially headed by officers
who come on deputation to
these organisations from the
Indian Police Service (IPS).
“This appointment also came
late as the departmental
promotion committee

meeting was delayed. Jaspal
Singh will be appointed ADG
after Raina’s retirement and
he too will retire in a few
months in December,” a
senior officer said.

Raina, who hails from
Kashmir, joined the ITBP in
November, 1987 and has
served tenures in Ladakh,
Jammu and Kashmir, and
northeast, and is credited
with setting up the famed
counter insurgency and
jungle warfare (CIJW)
school of the mountain-
warfare trained force in
Mahidanda, Uttarakhand.
Apart from the LAC, the
ITBP having strength of
about 98,000 personnel is
deployed for rendering a
number of internal security
duties in the country
including conduct of anti-
Naxal operations.

Smart lab
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With an aim to revitalise
small rivers through cut-
ting-edge technology and inno-
vative practices, a Smart
Laboratory on Clean Rivers
(SLCR) has been launched
under the Green Strategic
Partnership between India and
Denmark. With an initial
investment of Rs 16.80 crore
from the Union Ministry of Jal
Shakti and an additional Rs 5
crore from Denmark, the SLCR
project focuses on rejuvenating
the Varuna River. It aims to cre-
ate a dynamic platform for col-
laboration among Government
agencies, academic institutions,
and local communities to
develop and implement effec-

tive solutions for clean and sus-
tainable river water.

This initiative, part of the
Green Strategic Partnership
between India and Denmark,
aims to rejuvenate small
rivers through innovative and
sustainable approaches, the
Ministry said in an official
statement. A hybrid lab
model will be established at
IIT-BHU, coupled with an on-
field living lab at the Varuna
River.

This model will allow for real-
world testing and scaling of
solutions aimed at improving
river health, the statement
said.

The SLCR’s institutional
framework includes a robust
appraisal mechanism to
ensure  excellence  and

launched to revive small rivers

diligence in project execution.
The Indo-Danish  Joint
Steering Committee (JSC),
the highest authority within

the SLCR, will provide
strategic guidance and review
the  project’s  progress.

Additionally, a Project Review
Committee (PRQC),
comprising members from
the National Mission on
Clean Ganga (NMCQG),
Central Water Commission
(CWC), Central Ground
Water Board (CGWB), IIT-
BHU and Denmark’s Urban
Sector  Counsellor, will
oversee quality control at the
project level.

Coordination efforts will be
managed by the Multi-
Stakeholder Working Group
(MSWG), chaired by the

district magistrate of Varanasi
and co-chaired b
representatives from NMCG
and [IT-BHU.

The Joint Steering
Committee has already
cleared four key projects
under the SLCR initiative.
Among them is the
development of a Decision
Support System (DSS) for
water management aimed at
analysing  basin  water
dynamics through advanced
hydrological models and
data analytics. This project,
expected to last two to three
years, will facilitate real-time
monitoring and scenario
simulations to  support
holistic ~ planning  and
effective water management.
Another vital project focuses

on the characterisation of
emerging pollutants in the
Varuna River. Over the next
18 months, advanced
analytical techniques will be
employed to identify and
quantify contaminants,
creating a comprehensive
fingerprint library for water
quality  monitoring and
proposing effective
remediation strategies, the
statement said.

Utilising advanced
geophysical techniques, the
project will identify optimal
recharge sites and develop a
comprehensive river-aquifer
flow dynamics model over the
next 24 months, supporting

informed decision-making
and water resource
optimization.
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Would soon form panel to end
farmers’ woes for all times: SG
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday said it would
soon form a multi-member
panel to amicably resolve the
grievances of farmers "for all
times" and asked both the
Punjab and Haryana govern-
ments to persuade the agitators
at the Shambhu border
between the states to remove
their tractors and trollies from
the site.

A bench of Justices Surya Kant,
Dipankar Datta and Ujjal
Bhuyan, which posted the mat-
ter for further hearing on
September 2, asked the Punjab
and Haryana governments to
convey to the agitating farmers
that the court as well as the two
states are concerned about
their issues and a forum is
being constituted for the
redressal of their grievances.
"We have suggested to the
advocate general and the AAG
of Punjab and Haryana respec-
tively to submit the proposed
issues, which will be the subject
matter of reference for the
committee to be constituted by
this court," the bench noted in
its order.

It further said, "We have clari-
fied that the reference to the
committee will have a wider
mandate, so that the issues
which are time and again caus-
ing law-and-order problems
can be amicably resolved in a
fair and just manner. That is
why the needful shall be done
in this regard within three
days."

One of the counsel, appearing
in the matter, said Leader of
Opposition in the Punjab
Assembly Partap Singh Bajwa
be included in the committee
as he was one of the original
petitioners before the high
court.

The submission was opposed
by Senior Additional Advocate
General Lokesh Sinhal for
Haryana, who said no political
person should be included in
the panel.

The bench said "we will not
allow any politician to be in the
committee".

The bench allowed the repre-
sentatives of both Punjab and
Haryana to continue engaging
with the farmers and directed

ONEER

(JLASSIFIED

+| CHANGE OF NAME |+

I, Gurpreet Singh Chawla S/o
Late Sh. Gurbaksh Chawla
R/0 9, Gali no -21, A-2 Block,
Sant Nagar West, Burari,
Delhi Change my name To
Gurpreet Singh for all future
purposes.

PD(699)A
I, Tina Gambhir D/o Sh.
Surinder Gambhir and Smt.
Shashi Gambhir R/o T-346/A,
First Floor, Baljeet Nagar,
Patel Nagar, New Delhi-
110008, have changed my
name from Teena to Tina
Gambhir. And declare that
Tina Gambhir and Teena
both is the same and one
person.

PD(700)C
I, Raghuvir Saran S/o Late
Sanni Mal R/o H.No.107, Radha
Kunj-1I, Nandgram, Ghaziabad,
UP-201001, confirm that My
Son namely Anmol Ratan DOB-
13.12.2007, class 12th in year
2024 unique I'd is 7604300 and
roll no - 2241993/062, School St

SHAMBHU BORDER BLOCKADE
$ [

them to apprise the court about
the outcome of such meetings
on the next date of hearing.
The bench said both the states
must take it as a joint initiative
and continue persuading the
agitating farmers to remove
their tractors and trollies and
clear the highway.

"If need be, you (the states) can
informally discuss the issues
with them also. The committee
may be small or big, but we
may give some kind of power
or authority to make recom-
mendations to the state govern-
ments and, if need be, to the

PUBLIC NOTICE
General public is hereby informed that my client
Sh. Yash Pal Mongia S/o Late Sh. Tehal Ram
Mongia R/o AA-76, Shalimar Bagh, Delhi-110088
has disowned & disinherited his daughters (1) Mrs.
Vandana Sachdeva W/o Sh. Bhavnesh Sachdeva
& (2) Mrs. Puja Rajpal W/o Sh. Manish Rajpal
from all his moveable & immovable properties &
also severed all his relations with them owing to
their rude, indifferent & unruly Behaviour. Whoso-
ever deals with Vandana Sachdeva & Puja Rajpal
in any manner, shall do so at his/her own risk &
consequences. My client Sh. Yash Pal Mongia
will not be responsible for any deal or action
done by Vandana Sachdeva and Puja Rajpal in
any manner whatsoever.
VIJAY MONGA (Advocate)
E-29/A, Vijay Nagar, Delhi-110009

Union of India to consider
their grievances sympathetical-
ly, so that the issues are resolved
for all times," it said.

The court was hearing the
Haryana government's plea
challenging the high court's
order asking it to remove with-
in a week the barricades erect-
ed at the Shambhu border near
Ambala, where the protesting
farmers have been camping
since February 13.

The Haryana government had
set up barricades on the
Ambala-New Delhi national
highway in February after the
Samyukta Kisan Morcha (Non-
Political) and Kisan Mazdoor
Morcha announced that farm-
ers would march to Delhi in
support of their demands,
including a legal guarantee on
the minimum support price
(MSP) for their produce.

Public Notice
This is to inform the general public that Mrs.
Sheela Devi Jain is the GPA holder of Entire
Ground Floor without Roof Rights, property
bearing no. C- 285- E, area measuring 83.61 Sqg.
Mtrs., out of Khasra no. 417, situated at Village
Ghonda Gurjan, Gali no. 10, Block C, Bhajanpura
llaga Shahdara Delhi 110053. She is in
Possession of Said floor through GPA, ATS dated
05.09.2011 executed by Mrs. Meenakshi Jain in
favour of Mrs. Sheela Devi Jain.
Mrs. Sheela Devi Jain intends to transfer the
ownership by way of Sale Deed of aforementioned
floor to Mr. Raj Kumar Sharma. Subsequently, Mr.
Raj Kumar Sharma is in the process of|
mortgaging the said is in the process of mortgaging
Aditya Birla Housing Finance Limited. Any
objections or concerns regarding this transaction
should be raised within a period of 7 days from the
date of this public notice. Any objections submitted
after the completion of this 7-day period will not be
considered binding with respect to the said
property or the interests of our client.
If anyone wishes to raise an objection, please do
so within the stipulated 7-day period by contacting
Law Veritas: North (Advocates & Legal
Consultants) at Office No. 11, 1st Floor,
Building No. A-44/A, Sector-16, Noida, Uttar|
Pradesh-201301; Landline(s): +310120-
3101683; e-mail: accounts@lvnorth.in

Public Notice

This is to inform the general public that Mr. Sukhpal
S/o Tek Chand is GPA Holder of Plot no. 3 out of|
Khasra no. 504 area measuring 100 sqg. yds.
situated in the area of village Sikdarpur, in the abadi
of main road, Nathu Colony, Shahdara, Delhi-
110093 He is in possession through GPA, ATS
dated 16.03.1976 executed by Shri Jai Bhagwan &
Shri Tek Chand in favour of Mr. Sukhpal in respect of|
in respect of Plot no. 3 area measuring 200 sg. yds.
outof Khasra no. 504

Sukhpal S/o Tek Chand intends to transfer the
ownership by way of Sale Deed of aforementioned
property area measuring 100 Sq. Yds. to Smt.
Sudha Mittal & Kumari Ruma. Subsequently,
Smt. Sudha Mittal & Kumari Ruma are in the
process of mortgaging the said is in the process of
mortgaging Hero FinCorp Limited. Any objections
or concerns regarding this transaction should be
raised within a period of 7 days from the date of this
public notice. Any objections submitted after the
completion of this 7-day period will not be
considered binding with respect to the said property
or the interests of our client

If anyone wishes to raise an objection, please do so
within the stipulated 7-day period by contacting Law
Veritas: North (Advocates & Legal Consultants)
at Office No. 11, 1st Floor, Building No. A-44/A,
Sector-16, Noida, Uttar Pradesh-201301;
Landline(s): +910120-3101683; e-mail:
accounts@lvnorth.in

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is to inform to the public at large that Mr. Kaif
Akram had acquired First and Second floor without,
roof rights built on Property/Plot bearing No. 41, area
measuring 30 sq. yrds., Khasra No. 249, situated at
Village-Bindapur, Delhi, area abadi known as Colony,
Janki Puri, Block-B, Uttam Nagar, New Delhi vide
GPA dt. 01.10.2023 executed by Mohammad Akram
Khan along with ATS & Will. Now Mr. Kaif Akram is
the undisputed owner of the abave said property.
OR

Any person/firm/institution/company having any
claim or right in respect of the said Property by way
of inheritance, share, sale, agreement, lease, license,
gift, possession, legal heirs, partners or
encumbrance howsoever or otherwise is hereby
required 1o intimate in writing to the undersigned
within 07 days from the date of publication of this
notice of his/her/their share or claim, if any, with all
supporting documents at below mentioned address.
After expiration of notice period, the claims, if any, of
such person shall be treated null and void and also
treated as waived and not binding on
our client
Ajay Kumar Giri (j ), H No. 26/161,

Vikram Vihar, Lajpat Nagar 4, New Delhi 110024

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform that Mr. Manish Kumar Manocha
intends to purchase the built-up second floor without
roof rights, measuring 85 sq. yards, from Khasra No.
4044732047746, bearing Property No. 27/108/4-B,
situated in the area of Village Chandrawali alias
Shahdara, within the abadi of Jwala Nagar,
Shahdara, Delhi-110032, from Mr. Har Narayan
Luthra and Mr. Raghav Luthra. The entire property
was purchased by Mr Jagdish Kumar from Mr.
Krishan Lal Kwatra through a General Power of
Attorney, Agreement to Sell, and Wil dated
16.04.1985. Subsequently, Mr. Jagdish Kumar sold
the entire property to (1) Mr. Har Narayan Luthra
(undivided 70% share) and (2) Mr. Raghav Luthra
{(undivided 30% share) through a Sale Deed dated
13.03.2023. The same property is being financed by
RBL Bank Limited, located at AF 19, 20, 21 FF Aditya
Mall, Indirapuram, Ghaziabad, U.P 201012, If any
person(s) objection & regarding subject property,
then kindly may submit his/her objection within 07
days from the date of the Notice in writing. The said
abjection may be kindly sent to the undersigned by
way of the Registered Post on the address given
below and by E-mail. failing which, the claim as per
aforesaid shall be treated as null and veid in respect
of the subject property.
ASHWANI KUMAR (Advocat) Ch. No. 122, Tehsil Compound,

Ghaziabad, U.P. C-21, Block-C, 3RD Floar, Dilshad Colony, Delhi-110095

PERMANENT WAY MAINTENANCE
AND ANCILLARY WORK
E-Tender Notice No. 78/W-2/APDJ
Dated: 20-08-2024. E-Tenders are
invited by the undersigned for the
following works: Tender No. 26-AP-
11-2024. Name of works: Permanent
way maintenance and ancillary work
for the safety of track in Fakiragram
Jn.-Golakgan] Jn.-Dhubri-Alamganj
section from Km.0/0 to 67/4 & 161/0
to 165/2 under ADEN/Fakiragram
Jn. at New Bongaigaon. Tender
Value: 72,60,18,907.39/-. Earnest
Money: 72,80,100/-. Date & Time of
closing of tender: 13.00 hrs.of 18-
09-2024 & opened at 15.00 hrs. of
18-09-2024. The complete information
with the tender document of above
e-tender will be available in website

www.ireps.gov.in
DRM (W), Alipurduar Jn.

Actor-politician Vijay unveils party
flag, gears up for 2026 TN polls

PTI B CHENNAI

Popular Tamil film actor-
turned-politician  Vijay
unveiled the flag of his
political party - Tamizhaga
Vetri Kazhagam - on
Thursday and hoisted it at
his party headquarters in
Panaiyur near here.

The two-coloured flag with
maroon on top and bottom,

has yellow in the middle
with a motif of two fighting
tuskers on either side of the
Vaagai flower. The "vaagai"
flower is also known as the
Albizia lebbeck. The word
"vaagai" means "victory" in
Tamil. The unveiling of the
flag and also the official
launch of the party anthem
heralds a new chapter in
Tamil Nadu politics.

PUBLIC NOTICE

It is for general information that I, Harneet

PUBLIC NOTICE
My Ciients Sh. Gulshan Arora Sfo Sant Lal & Smt.
Manju Devi W/o Guishan Arora both Rfo D-57,

Kaur Sabharwal W/o Guneet Singh
Sabharwal R/0 H. No. 2281, 1l floor,
Hudson Line Kingsway Camp, GTB Nagar
North West Delhi, Delhi -110009, declare
that name of mine and my minor Daughter
has been written as Harneet Kaur and
Maira of my Minor Daughter Namely Maira
Kaur Sabharwal aged 13 years in her
School record the actual Name of mine
and my minor Daughter are Harneet Kaur
Sabharwal and Maira Kaur Sabharwal.

Upper 2nd Floor, Syam Nagar, Vishnu Garden, P.C.
Tilak Nagar, Distt: West Delhi, Delhi-110018, have
severed/terminated all relations from their son
KUSHAL ARORA and disinherited/disowned him
from their all movable & immovable properties due
to his behaviour, cruelty, and non-compliance. In
future if any person deals with the aforesaid
debarred person, that shall be his/her own risks
and costs and my clients will not be responsible for
the same in any manner.

SANTOSH KUMAR (ADVOCATE)|
WZ-64A Mukherjee Park, Tilak Nagar, New Delhi-18]

THE KANGRA CO-OPERATIVE BANK LTD.

C-2%9. Community Cendre Pankha Road. Janakpur, New Deihi-110033

Phene: 81925611042, 25611043, 25611044

AFPENDIX IV [Soe rule 8{1)]
POSSESSION NOTICE (For iImmovable proporty)

Whersas, The undersgnad boing the Authoriad officer of “The Kangra Co-operative Bank
Lid.", Head affice a1, C-23.Community Cerire, Pankha Road, Janak Puri, Mew Deii - 110058
having its registored ofice al B, Chuna Mandi, Pahar Ganj, New Deihi-110055, undar Tha
Seruridaation and Reconssruction of the Financisl Azsets & Enfoecament of Secaity Imersst
Ak, 2002, | 54 of 2002 | #nd in exorcise of powars conferned under saction 13{12) read with nis
[3] o The: Secuniy Inteeest (Endorcesman) Rules, 2002, the Bank had rswed a dermand nolice on
daled 1004-2024 calling upon the bomower & legal heir of mortgagor Sh.Gamest Singh
Slo. Labe 3h.Jag Mohan Singh RioH NoB-17, Khanpur Exin Devli Road, New Delhi-
110062 and calling upon kegal heir of mengager Ms Navnest Kawr Dig. Sh.Gumesl Singh
RioH.Na.B-17, Khanpur Exin., Devli Road, New Delbi- 110062, and calling upon the Legal
Heir of Morigagor Sh.Arshdesp Singh Slo. Sh.Gurmeet Singh RieH.NoB-17, Khanpur
Exin., Devil Road, Mew Dalhd-110062, io repay fhe amount mentioned in the notice baing
R 248 50,2840 (Rupess Twanty Four Lakhs Fifty Thousind Twa Hundned Eighty Four Only)
Ingether with harther miewes], penal interest and ciner chamges a5 are appiicatse 10 this Loan
Becount from Tene (o Sme, iom the dabe of e nolice Bl the dats of pryrsnt, within 60 days fom
the date of recaipl of he nolice

The abdowe menbontd bomower, Legal heir of morgaoar & Sorely  having lnded o regary e
amount, nolice is haraby given Io & bomower, Logal Hairof wqﬁ]aac:r_ﬂl.m.‘;‘:'l:llm publc in
penal hat the Banik has taken Symbelic Possession of the propety described hers in below
n exerciss of powsss condemed under sub-section (4) of section 13 of The Securitisation and
Reconstruction of the Financial Assals & Enforossmen] ol Secunty InlenestAct, 2002, read with
ruba [B] of The Sacurity Inboresd | Enforcement) Rules, 2002, on this 178 day ol Augus! 2024

The borrower, Legal heir of margagor & sunety in partiousar and the publc in general is heseby
cautionad ol 1o deal wilh the monigaged propaty and sy dealings with e propecty will be
subject i tha charge of “The Kamgra Co-operative Bank Lid", for an amount of
“ill.iﬂm'-h.l\?:'?&! vt further inteses], penal interest and other chames a5 afe appicabla
o this Lodn accooni from Sme io ime, fnam B dale of nolics 1 e date of realizabon logeihar
il ol the costs incurnad By e Bank inmalizing the said amouy,

The bomower, Liegal heir of morigagor & Sunety afienkion is alss been invited Iowadds provisons
of Sub-Section (8} of Section 13 of The Secarisation and Reconsinuction of tha Financial Assels
& Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002, in respect of ime avadabla, to redeem the below
mentioned morigaged property‘Secured Asset

Tha property under Al ] p.B-17
contdecalion | a Entire | Measuning 50 3q. Yds., (pan Of Propery Ma. B-16M17), LE)
Buit-up propéty ansa In KFaeirn Mo 565, Sduated A1 B-biock, Khanpur Edéni liage

measuing 50 s yds. | Mhanpur, Tehsbhauz Khas, New Delhi Faling Under The
| Riegistration O Sub-registrar v AHauz Khas, Delhi

; [HARISH SHARMA)

S roRseD rrcen

! THE KANGRA CO-OPERATIVE BANK LTD.

HEAD OFFICE AT, C-20, COMMUNITY CENTRE,

PAKKHA ROAD, JARAKPURI KEW DELHI-58. 501 1568413, 9012568418

NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

Serving Customers With A Smile
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SUNIL HEALTHCARE LIMITED
GsunLOC Regd. Office: 38E/252-A, Vijay Tower, Shahpurjat, New Delhi-110049
CIN-L24302DL1973PLC189662
Email:-info @ sunilhealthcare.com/ Website: www.sunilhealthcare.com,
Tel;-+91-11-49435555/00, Fax; +91-11-43850087
NOTICE
(KIND ATTENTION: EQUITY SHAREHOLDERS OF SUNIL HEALTHCARE LTD.)
In order to send Annual reports, Notices and other communications to the shareholders in electronic mode for ensuing
50th Annual General Meeting which will be held through Video conferencing/other Audio Visual Mode, we request the
Shareholders of Sunil Healthcare Limited, who have not yel registered their email address or bank account details,
to register the same in respect of shares held in electronic form with the Depository through their Depository
Participant(s) and in respect of shares held in physical form, a request letter in writing duly signed by the
shareholder, requesting to the Company's Registrar and Transfer Agent, M/s Alankit Assignment Limited at "4E/2,
Alankit House, Jhandewalan Extension, New Delhi 110055", Contact no. 91-11-42541234 email id:
by quoting the Folio no. and self-attested copy of PAN Card.
Pursuant to General Circular Nos. 14/2020 dated April 8, 2020, 17/2020 dated April, 13, 2020, 20/2020 dated May,
05, 2020, 22/2020 dated June 15, 2020, 02/2021 dated January, 13, 2021 and subsequent circulars issued in this
regard, i.e. Circular No. 2/2022 dated May 5, 2022 and General Circular No. 10/2022 dated December 28, 2022 and
the latest being the Circular Nos. 09/2023 dated September 25, 2023 issued by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs and
circular nos. SEBIHO/CFD/CFD-PoD-2/P/CIR/2023/167 dated October 07, 2023, SEBI/HO/CFD/PoD-
2/P/CIR/2023/4 dated January 05, 2023, SEBI/HO/CFD/CMD2/CIR/P/2022/62, dated May 13, 2022,
SEBI/HO/CFD/CMD 2/CIR/P/2021/11 dated January 15, 2021 and SEBI/HO/CFD/CMD1/CIR/P/2020/79 dated May
12, 2020 issued by the Securities Exchange Board of India(SEBI), the Company has enabled a process for limited |
purpose for receiving the Annual Report and MNotice of the 50th Annual General Meeting (including remote e-voting/e-
voting instructions) electronically and the member may temporarily update their email id by dropping an email along
with signed request letter to our E-voting and Video conferencing Agency, Link Intime India Pvt. Ltd. at
delhi@linkintime.co.in or to the Company at es@sunilhealthcare.com.

Joseph's Academy mariam
nagar Gzb,record his caste
Category wrongly registered as
General Category instead of
Correct SC Category (Jatav).

PD(702)C TE HATeleh

For Sunil Healthcare Limited ||

Sd/-

Satyendu Pattnaik

Company Secretary & Compliance Officer
M.No. F7736

Place: New Delhi
Date: 22.08.2024

‘ P< KSOLVES INDIA LIMITED
> (CIN: L72900DL2014PLC269020)

Regd. Office: 317/276, Second Floor, Lane no.3, Mehrauli Road, Saidulajab, Saket,
New Delhi, South Delhi - 110030, IN
Corp.Office: Smartworks,Tower D, C-28 & 29, C Block, Phase 2, Industrial Area,
Sector 62, Noida, Uttar Pradesh - 201301
Tel No.: 0120-4983851, E-mail: cs@ksolves.com, Website: www.ksolves.com

NOTICE OF 10™ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM) TO BE HELD
THROUGH VIDEO CONFERENCING (VC) OR OTHER
AUDIO-VISUAL MEAN AVM

Notice is hereby given that 10" Meeting of the members of the Ksolves India Limited ('the company’)
is scheduled to be held on Saturday, September 14, 2024 at 11:00 am. (IST) through Video
conferencing or any other audio visual means ,in compliance with all the applicable provisions of
companies act, 2013 (ACT) and rules made thereunder and SEBI (Listing Obligations & Disclosure
requirement regulations), 2015 read with General circular dated April 08th 2020, April 13th 2020,
May 05,2020, September 20,2020, December 31,2020, January 31,2020, December 08, 2021 and
December 14, 2021, 02/2022 dated May 05, 2022 and 19/2022 dated December 28, 2022 issued
by the Ministry of Corporate affairs (MCA), Collectively referred as MCA circulars and SEBI Circular
dated May 12, 2020, January 15, 2021, May 13,2022 and January 05, 2023 (SEBI Circulars) or any
other applicable circular in this regard fo transact the business set out in the Notice of AGM.
Members attending the AGM Through VC/QAVM shall be reckoned for the purpose of Quorum u/s
103 of the Act.

In compliance of the above Circulars , the Notice of AGM and the Financial statements to the FY
2023-24 along with Board's report , Auditor's report , and other documents required to be attached
thereto (Collectively referred as “Annual Report") will be send only by e-mail to all the members of
the company whose e-mail address are registered with the company/ Registrar & shares transfer
agent (RTA) or Depository participant (DP) . The electronic dispatch of notice along with other
documents shall be completed on August 23, 2024 and will also be available on company’s website
at www ksolves.com and website of stock exchange i.e. National Stock Exchange of India Limited
(NSE) at www.nseindia.com and BSE Limited (BSE) at www.bseindia.com . In compliance with the
provision of section 108 of the act read with rule 20 of Companies (Management & Adminisiration
rules), 2014 as amended from time to time & Regulation 44 of the SEBI (Listing Obligations &
Disclosure Requirements) Regulations 2015 & Secretarial standards on General meeting (S5-2),
the company is pleased to provide remote e-voting facility (Remote E-voting’) to all the members to
cast their votes on all resolutions set out in the Notice of the AGM through National Securities
Depository Limited (NSDL) . Additionally, the company is providing facility for e-vating during AGM
(e-voting) to all the members who have not cast their votes through remote e-voting . The Procedure
IInstructions in respect of have been provided in the Notice of the AGM.

KSOLVES

Emerging Ahead Always

The members of the company holding shares either in physical form or in dematerialized form, as
on cutoff date, September 07, 2024 shall be eligible to cast their votes by remote e-voting or attend
the meeting through VC/OAVM and cast votes at AGM. The voting rights shall be in proportion to
their shares of the paid -up equity shares capital as on the cut-off date. The remote e-voting period
will be September 11, 2024 at 09:00 a.m. and ends on September 13, 2024 at 05:00 p.m.

Any person who become a member of the company after dispatch of notice AGM & holding shares
as on cut-off /record date i.e. September 07, 2024 may obtain the login id & password by sending a
request at cs@ksolves.com or investor@bigshareonline.com . However, if the person is registered
with NSDL/CDSL for remote e-voting then existing user credentials can be used for casting votes.
Members are requested to carefully read all the Notes which are set out in the Notice of the AGM
and instructions for joining the AGM, manner of casting votes through remote e-voting during AGM.

Detailed procedure for remote e-Voting before the AGM / remote e-Voting during the AGM is
provided in the Notes to the Notice of the AGM.

Instructions for Members for Attending the AGM Through VC / QAVM are as under:

1. Member will be provided with a facility to attend the AGM through VC/OAVM through the NSDL
e-voting system. Members may access by following the steps mentioned above for Access to
NSDL e-voting system. After successful login, you can see link of “VC/OAVM link” placed under
“Join meeting” menu against company name. You are requested to click on VC/QAVM link
placed under Join Meeting menu. The link for VC/QAVM will be available in Shareholder/
Member login where the EVEN of Company will be displayed. Please note that the members
who do not have the User ID and Password for e-voling or have forgotten the User ID and
Password may retrieve the same by following the remote e-voting instructions mentioned in the
notice to avoid last minute rush.

2. Facility of joining the AGM through VC / OAVM shall open 30 minutes before the time scheduled

for AGM and will be available for Members on first come first served basis.

3. Members are encouraged to join the Meeting through Laptops for better experience.

4. Further Members will be required to allow Camera and use Internet with a good speed fo avoid
any disturbance during the meeting.

5. Please note that Participants Connecting from Mobile Devices or Tablets or through Laptop
connecting via Mobile Hotspot may experience Audio/Video loss due to Fluctuation in their
respective network. It is therefore recommended to use Stable Wi-Fi or LAN Cannection to
mitigate any kind of aforesaid glitches.

6. Members facing any technical issue in login before / during the AGM can contact NSDL

helpdesk by sending a request at gvoling@nsdl.com or call at 022 - 4886 7000.

7. Members who would like to express their views/ask questions as a speaker at the Meeting may

pre-register themselves by sending a request from their registered e-mail address mentioning

their names, DP ID and Client ID/folio number, PAN and maobile number at cs@ksolves.com by

September 07, 2024 (5.00 p.m. IST). Only those Members who have pre-registered themselves

as a speaker will be allowed to express their views/ask questions during the AGM. The

Company reserves the right to restrict the number of speakers depending on the availability of

time for the AGM.

8. Members attending the AGM through VC/OAVM shall be counted for the purpose of reckoning

the quorum under Section 103 of the Act.

By the order of the board

For Ksolves India Limited

Sd/-

Manisha Kide

Company Secretary and Compliance Officer

Date: 23.08.2024
Place: Noida

nation 05

LOST & FOUND | GURUANGAD DEV VETERINARY AND ANIMAL SCIENCES
The property bearing number 101A “HWEHS"Y. u“""mm

Ground floor Pocket C Mayur Vihar
Phase-2 New Delhi-110092 in the
name of Late Janak Kamboj the
original conveyance deed of said
property bearing reg. no.duly
registered as doc no.8083 addl. book
1, vol. 1242 pages 71-72 dated
29.09.2004 has been lost on
03/08/2024 while shopping in the
market. Sharda Mehta 9811187770.

Advertisement No. 01/2024
Applications are invited for officer level, teaching and non-teaching posts for vari-
ous constituent colleges and outstations of Guru Angad Dev Veterinary & Animal
Sciences University on prescribed form available on University website. Details of
posts and location, minimum eligibility criteria, job responsibilities, pay scales etc.
and application forms are available at www.gadvasu.in. Last date for receipt of

applications complete in all respects is 12.09.2024 till 05.00 p.m.
Corrigendum/Addendum, if any will be issued on the University website only.

-sd

Registrar

NA/12/24918/2023/36905 Dated CHD :- 8/22/2024

SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE
0’c’c’ Bank Branch Office: ICICI Bank Ltd., Plot No. 23, Shal Tower, 3rd Floor,

New Rohtak Road, Karel Bagh, New Delhi- 110005

The Authorised ICICI Bank Officer under the Securitisation, Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of the powers conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued Demand Notices to the berrower(s) mentioned below, to repay
the amount mentioned in the Notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said Notice.

Having failed to re';(my the amount, the Notice is issued to the borrower and the public in general that the
undersigned has taken .F:_)ymbolic possession of the prupertg described below, by exercising powers conferred on
him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said rules on'the below-mentioned dates. The
borrower in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with the property. Any dealings
with the property will be subject to charges of ICICI Bank Limited,

Sr. Name of the Description of Property/ Date of Demand | Ngme of
No Borrower(s)/ Loan Date of Symbolic Possession NG g™t Branch
Account Number Notice (Rs)
1.| Ashish Dhingia/ Onkar Singh Dda MighFIat, Flat No.302, Second | November 29, 2023 | Delhi/ NCR
Dhingia/ LBDELO0001101022/  |Floor, Jahangir Puri, Delhi- 110033/ Rs.
LBDELO0001308180 August 21, 2024 2,59,323/-

The above-mentioned borrowers(s)/guarantors(s) is/are hereby issued a 30 day Notice to repay the amount,
else the mortgaged properties will be sold after 30 days from the date of publishing this Notice, as per the
provisions under Rules 8 and 9 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002.
Date : August 23, 2024

\Place : Delhi/ NCR

EXTENSION OF PERIODICITY OF SPECIAL TRAINS

It is notified for the information of rail passengers that Railways have
decided to extend the periodicity of the run of Train No. 05671/05672
Guwahati-Anand Vihar T.-Guwahati Special as per details given below:-

Sincerely Authorised STgnutory
./

For ICICI Bank Lt

Thrlz;i-n From To Days of Run Nﬁ'gftigd Period of Extension
05671 Guwahati Anand ViharT. Wednesday | 21.08.24 28.08.24 &04.09.24
05672 | AnandViharT. Guwabhati Friday 23.08.24 30.08.24 & 06.09.24

Rest all the instructions will hold good.

Please join
us on

For any kind of information such as detailed Time-Table of other stations enroute
and composition etc., passengers are requested to contact RailMadad Helpline No.
139 or visit Indian Railways website https://lenquiry.indianrail.gov.in or NTES App.

RailMadad
Helpline No.

£X
NORTHERN RAILWAY 3

Visit RailMadad Website:-

www.railmadad.indianrailways.gov.in i n
— Your Convenience - Our Concern

Download RailMadad app. Visit us at : www.nr.indianrailways.gov.in

New Okhla Industrial Development Authority

2622/21

Main Administrative Building, Sector-6, Noida, G.B. Nagar, (U.P.) Website: www.noidaauthorityonline.in
E-TENDER NOTICE

E-Tender are invited from firms/contractors registered with UPLC Lucknow for the following
jobs against which bids can be uploaded and same shall be opened/downloaded as per schedule
mentioned. The details and conditions of all tenders are available on NOIDA Autharity's official
website: www.noidaauthorityonline.in & http://etender.up.nic.in. Please ensure to see these
websites for any changes/amendments & corrigendum etc.

(A)

1. 22/S.M.(JAL)-I/E.T./2024-25, M/o W/s (Two Year Maintenance, Repairing of CI/DI, M.S. &
PVC Water Line & R/o Sluice valve, Reflex valve & Chamber in Network Sector-1 to 7 &
Village-Harola) Noida. Cost Rs. 62.31 Lacs

2. 23/S.M.(JAL)-I/E.T./2024-25, M/o W/s (Two Year Repairing V.T. Motor, Sub.
Motor, Transformer, Starter, TPMO etc. & other allied Electrical work in Network Sector-62,
63,64, 65 and Village-Chhaijjarsi and Bahlolpur) Noida. Cost Rs. 99.59 Lacs

3. 28/S.M.(JAL)-II/E.T.J2024-25, Strengthening of Sewerage (Replacement of Old chocked and
Damaged Sewer Line in various places in Sector-30, 31 & 36), Noida. CostRs. 91.79 Lacs

4. 02/S.M.(G.JAL)/E.T./2024-25, Strengthening of G.Jal (Strengthening of Gangajal UGR (Z-
22) & Other Civilwork in Sector-63), Noida. CostRs. 46.38 Lacs

Which can be uploaded by date:- 05.09.2024 upto 5.00 PM. Pre-qualification shall be

opened/downloaded on date:-06.09.2024 at 11.00 AM.

(B)

1. 20/S.M.(JAL)-/E.T./2024-25, M/o Sewerage (Two Years Maintenance and R/0 50, 75 and 90
HP Submersible Motor, Starter and R/o Transformer in Networks Sector-106 and 110
Sumpwell and SPS), Noida. CostRs. 41.29 Lacs

2. 21/S.M.(JAL)-I/E.T./2024-25, M/o Sewerage (Two Years Maintenance R/o V.T Motor and
Allied Electrical work in Network Sector-119 and 120, 151 to 154), Noida. CostRs. 39.99 Lacs

3. 24/S.M.(JAL)-I/E.T./2024-25, M/o Sewerage (Searching, Raising, Cleaning of Sewer
Manholes, P/F Manhole Cover Frames and P/L of Damaged Sewer Line in Sector-86, 87, 88,
89,136, 137, 138, 139, 140, 140A, 150 & 168), Noida. (For Two Years). CostRs. 70.07 Lacs

Which can be uploaded by date:- 29.08.2024 upto 5.00 PM. Pre-qualification shall be

opened/downloaded on date:-30.08.2024 at 11.00 AM. General Manager (Jal)

NOIDA

CLEAN, GREEN, SAFE & SECURE NOIDA

4 PIRAMAL CAPITAL & HOUSING FINANCE LIMITED

Registered Office Address: Unit No.601, 6th Floor Piramal Amiti Building, Piramal Agastya
Corporate Park, Kamani Junction, Opp Fire Station, LBS Marg, Kurla (West), Mumbai- 400 070.
| . CIN: L65910MH1984PLC032639, Webside:www.piramalfinance.com
! Piramal Branch Address : Dhiraj Baug, Building "A" Ground & 1st Floor, Beside Axis Bank, Opp.
Capital & Housing Finance Monalisa Building, Agra Road, Hari Niwas Circle, Naupada, Thane (West) — 400 602.

DEMAND NOTICE

Under Section 13(2) of the Securitisation And Reconstruction of Financial Assets And Enforcement Of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with
Rule 3 (1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. The undersigned is the Authorised Officer of Piramal Capital & Housing
Finance Limited (PCHFL) under Securitisation And Reconstruction Of Financial Assets And Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (the
said Act). In exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(12) of the said Act read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enfarcement) Rules,
2002, the Authorised Officer has issued Demand Notices under Section 13(2) of the said Act, calling upon the following Borrower(s) (the
"said Borrower(s)"), to repay the amounts mentioned in the respective Demand Notice(s) issued to them that are also given below. In
connection with above, notice is hereby given, once again, to the said Borrower(s) to pay to PCHFL, within 60 days from the publication of
this Notice, the amounts indicated herein below, together with further interest as detailed in the said Demand Notice(s), from the date(s)
mentioned below till the date of payment and/or realization, payable under the loan agreement read with other documents/writings, if any,
executed by the said Borrower(s). As security for due repayment of the loan, the following assets have been mortgaged to PCHFL by the said
Borrower(s) respectively.

Demand Notice
Date and Amount with NPA date

25-07-2024 /% 844859 /-(% Eight lakh Forty
Four Thousand Eight Hundred Fifty Nine Only)
NPA (04-07-2024)

25-07-2024 /% 1604392 /-(X Sixteen lakh

Four Thousand Three Hundred Ninety Two
Only) NPA (04-07-2024)

25-07-2024 /% 412183 /-(X Four lakh Twelve
Thousand One Hundred Eighty Three Only)
NPA (10-07-2024

25-07-2024 /% 39744633 /-(X Three Crore
Ninety Seven lakh Forty Four Thousand Six
Hundred Thirty Three Only) NPA (09-02-2023)

Name of the Borrower(s)/
Guarantor(s)

(LC No. HLSA00004529 of Delhi - Dwarka
Branch) Swati Lamba (Borrower) Amrit Pal
Singh (Co Borrower 1)

(LC No. M0090876 of Gurugram - MG Road
Branch) Swati Lamba (Borrower) Amrit Pal
Singh (Co Borrower 1)

(LC No. 09200000882 of Rohini Branch)
Mohd Zaki (Borrower) Mohammad Nakki
Khan (Co Borrower 1)

(LC No. 13000000483 of Gurgaon Branch)
Gupta Property Developers Private Ltd
(Borrower) Subhash Gupta (Co Borrower 1)
Parmod Garg (Co Borrower 2 Prem Lata
Gupta (Guarantor 1)

(LC No. 19700042226 of Gurgaon - Sohna
Road Branch) Aarti Bhatia (Barrower)
Neelam Bhatia (Co Borrower 1)

(LC No. 18900000195 of Bahadurgarh Branch
Jagdeep Bhola (Borrower) Preeti Bhola
(Co Borrower 1)

(LC No. 19800042084 of Delhi - Pitampura
Branch) Rajesh Kumar lha (Borrower)
Poonam Jha (Co Borrower 1)

(LC No. HLSA0000861A of Delhi - Pitampura
Branch) Sunder (Borrower) Savita Devi
(Co Borrower 1)

(LC No. HLSAD000861ATU of Delhi -
Pitampura Branch) Sunder (Borrower) Savita
Devi (Co Borrower 1)

(LC No. HLSA000099B7 of Delhi - Pitampura
Branch) Sunder (Borrower) Savita Devi
(Co Borrower 1)

(LC No. HLSA000099B7TU of Delhi -
Pitampura Branch) Sunder (Borrower) Savita
Devi (Co Borrower 1)

(LC No. 26600001606 Delhi Rajouri Garden
Branch) KAPISH INFOLINKS PVT. LTD.
(Through its Directors Manoj Aggarwal &
Mohd. Naeem) (Borrower) & MANO)
AGGARWAL and YOGITA AGGARWAL
(Co-Borrower)

Property address

E-4, 2nd Floor Without Roof Right Kh No.850 Min
Neelkanth Appts Main Road Sant Nagar Vill-Burari,
New Delhi 110084

E-4, 2nd Floor Without Roof Right Kh No.850 Min
Neelkanth Appts Main Road Sant Nagar Vill-Burari,
New Delhi 110084

Flat No. D-302, 3rd Floor, Tower- D Genesis Flora,
Alwar Bye Pass Road, Bhiwadi, Bhiwadi Alwar
Rajasthan :- 301019

House No 361 Behra Enclave Near Gol Chakkar
paschim Vihar New Delhi Delhi New Delhi Delhi :-
110001

Flat No 1206 12th Floor Block D Tower P R 4 Prime
Rose/ Premium Krish City Phase 2 Alwar Bypass
Bhiwadi Alwar Rajasthan :- 301019

Plot No. -29, 3rd Floor With Roof Right Pocket &
Block e-4, Sector-11, Rohini New Delhi New Delhi
Delhi:- 110085

Plot No. 23 UGF fornt RHS KhNo.78/1/3, Om Vihar,
Phase-3 Uttam Nagar New Delhi Delhi :- 110059

25-07-2024 /X 117432 /-(X One lakh
Seventeen Thousand Four Hundred Thirty
Two Only) NPA (10-07-2024)

25-07-2024 /% 3903697 /-(X Thirty Nine lakh

Three Thousand Six Hundred Ninety Seven
Only) NPA (10-07-2024)

25-07-2024 /% 2140918.72 /-(% Twenty One
lakh Forty Thousand Nine Hundred Eighteen
Only and Seventy Two Paise) NPA (10-07-2024;

25-07-2024 /X 7366651 /-(X Seventy Three
lakh Sixty Six Thousand Six Hundred Fifty One
Only) NPA (04-07-2024)

25-07-2024 /% 2317217 /(X Twenty Three
lakh Seventeen Thousand Two Hundred
Seventeen Only) NPA (04-07-2024)

25-07-2024 /% 6353382 /-(X Sixty Three lakh
Fifty Three Thousand Three Hundred Eighty
Two Only) NPA (04-07-2024)

25-07-2024 /% 2823537 /-( Twenty Eight lakh
Twenty Three Thousand Five Hundred Thirty
Seven Only) NPA (04-07-2024)

01-08-2024/% 4,20,71,434/- (Rupees Four
Crore Twenty Lakh Seventy One Thousand
Four Hundred Thirty Four Only) NPA
(10-07-2024)

Property Bearing No.145, Pocket-9, Sector-21,
Entire Second and Third Floor With Roof Right
Rohini Delhi 110086

Property Bearing No.145, Pocket-9, Sector-21,
Entire Second and Third Floor With Roof Right
Rohini Delhi 110086

Property Bearing No.145, Pocket-9, Sector-21,
Entire Second and Third Floor With Roof Right
Rohini Delhi 110086

Property Bearing No.145, Pocket-9, Sector-21,
Entire Second and Third Floor With Roof Right
Rohini Delhi 110086

All that piece and parcel of the Property BUILT -
UP PROPERTY BEARING NO. RZ-F-659/6, IN GALI
NO. 24, LAND AREA MEASURING 508 5Q. YDS.,
WITH ALL ITS LAND AND ROOF RIGHTS OUT OF
KHASRA NO.608, SITUATED IN REVENUE ESTATE OF
VILLAGE NASIRPUR, DELHI STATE DELHI, COLONY
KNOWN AS SADH NAGAR-II, PALAM COLONY, NEW
DELHI - 110045, WITH ALL THE FREE HOLD RIGHTS
OF THE LAND UNDERNEATH AND THE SAME IS
BOUNDED AS UNDER:East: OTHER'S LANDWest:
GALI 15FTWIDENorth: Qther's LandSouth:
GALI 16 FT. WIDE
If the said Borrowers shall fail to make payment to PCHFL as aforesaid, PCHFL shall proceed against the above secured assets under Section 13(4
of the Act and the applicable Rules, entirely at the risks of the said Borrowers as to the costs and consequences. The said Borrowers are prohibite
under the Act from transferring the aforesaid assets, whether by way of sale, lease or otherwise without the prior written consent of PCHFL. Any
person who contravenes or abets contravention of the provisions of the said Act or Rules made there under, shall be liable for imprisonment
and/or penalty as provided under the Act.

Sd/- (Authorised Officer)

\_ Date:23-08-2024 Place: Delhi Piramal Capital & Housing Finance Limited
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Witaj Poland!

PM Narendra Modi arrives in Poland for the first
visit by an Indian Prime Minister in 45 Years

on August 21, marking the first visit by an Indian Prime Minister to the country in 45

|n a significant diplomatic milestone, Prime Minister Narendra Modi arrived in Poland

years. This historic visit underscores the growing importance of India-Poland rela-
tions, which have evolved considerably since their establishment over 70 years ago.
India and Poland share a rich history of diplomatic engagement that dates back to the
early 1950s, soon after India gained independence and Poland emerged from the dev-
astations of World War I. The two nations established formal diplomatic relations in 1954,
laying the foundation for a partnership based on mutual respect, shared values, and
common interests. During the Cold War era, India and Poland maintained cordial rela-
tions, bolstered by their shared membership in the Non-Aligned Movement. This peri-
od saw steady growth in bilateral trade, cultural exchanges, and political dialogue. However,
the relationship experienced a slowdown in the post-Cold War era as both countries

tive partner for Poland.

focused on domestic reforms and economic transi-
tions. Despite this, the underlying warmth between the
two nations remained intact. In recent years, the India-
Poland relationship has witnessed a resurgence, dri-
ven by mutual economic interests, shared concerns
about global security, and a commitment to multilat-
eralism. Poland, as a member of the European Union
and a key player in Central Europe, has become an
important partner for India in its engagement with the
region. Meanwhile, India’s rapid economic growth and
its strategic position in Asia have made it an attrac-

Prime Minister Modi’s visit to Poland is a significant

step in revitalising and deepening bilateral ties. It is particularly noteworthy as it marks
the first time an Indian Prime Minister has visited Poland since 1979. The visit is expect-
ed to enhance cooperation in several key areas, including trade and investment, defence,
technology, and cultural exchanges. Trade between India and Poland has been steadi-
ly increasing, with bilateral trade reaching approximately $3 billion in recent years. Polish
companies have shown keen interest in the Indian market, particularly in sectors such
as defence, energy, and infrastructure. Likewise, Indian businesses are exploring oppor-
tunities in Poland, particularly in the fields of information technology, pharmaceuticals,
and manufacturing. Défense cooperation is another area of mutual interest. India, with
its growing defence industry, can be a valuable partner for Poland in this endeavour.
Cultural ties between the two nations are also set to receive a boost during PM Modi’s
visit. Poland has a vibrant Indian diaspora, and cultural exchanges between the two coun-
tries have been on the rise. Indian films, cuisine, and festivals are increasingly popular
in Poland, reflecting the deepening people-to-people connections. As India and Poland
work together to address common challenges, from global security to climate change,
this visit could mark the beginning of a more dynamic and mutually beneficial partnership.

Visitors at the Taj Mahal in Agra

he shadow games £

of Pakistan’s ISI

Often accused of overstepping its professional bounds,|SI has become a
player in domestic politics, international intrigue, and personal vendettas

py novelist John Le Carre
describes spies as compli-
cated and lonely beings,
living double lives. Such
seclusion makes decep-
tion, intrigue and unrequited
ambition, their default mode.
The fact that they know the deep
and dark secrets but are still
expected to comply by restrains
occasionally leads them to flex
their ‘privilege’ (read, confidential
information) towards reckless
ends. Because they are dangerous-
ly privy to so much dirt, they fear
their ambition.
Like the proverbial Ceaser’s wife,
must always be above suspicion
- but often aren’t.Pakistan’s noto-
rious spy agency Inter-Services-
Intelligence (ISI) is infamous for
going beyond its professional
remit and dabbling in domestic
politics, commercial interests or
even partaking in cross-border
dalliances, beyond their approved
mandate. If the Pakistani Army
Chief is the real power (pretence
of civil politicians, notwithstand-
ing), arguably the second most
powerful person is the DG-ISI.
Supposed loyalty to the Army
Chief or to the PM (in times
when the Army takes a backseat
and politicians have an upper
hand) is implicit, though, in the
Pakistani narrative, backstabbing
is common.
Ironically for such a powerful
‘number two post, there have
been 29 DG-ISIs so far, and only
one has ascended to the post of
Army Chief i.e., the current
Army Chief, General Asim
Munir. It is reflective of the slip-
pery slope that the post entails
which invariably ends up making
some power centres in Pakistan
unhappy about their conduct
e.g., Clergy, Politicians,
Americans/Chinese or even their
alma mater, the Pakistani ‘estab-
lishment.
Even the current Army Chief,
General Asim Munir was abrupt-
ly moved out as the DG-ISI as the
then PM Imran Khan felt uncom-
fortable with his conduct (karma
later evened out the equation as
Imran finds himself languishing
in the jail today). Seemingly the
profile is for a loyal, unquestion-
ing and low-key DG-ISI who
does the job is satisfied with
obscurity (shouldn’t be overam-
bitious) and effectively rides into

the sunset after retirement,
without much fuss. Given the
opportunity, lure and access,
many do try to take their
chances.

There is a curious case of one
DG-ISI who did get appoint-
ed as the Army Chief, but his
tenure was only for a few
hours and the same does not
go in official records as having
become the Pakistani Army
Chief. Lt Gen Ziauddin Butt
was a typical DG-ISI who
went across the Afghan border
to meet the dreaded leader of
the Taliban, Mullah Omar, to
negotiate — he was in the thick
of the dark corridors and
machinations of the Pakistani
State.

Ziauddin had direct access to
the other competing power
centre i.e., PM Nawaz Sharif,
and was a willing accomplice
in Sharif’s attempt to remove
Pervez Musharraf as the Army
Chief. Before the coup(or
countercoup as Musharraf calls
it), ‘General’ Ziauddin was
hastily appointed the Army
Chief and then immediately
dumped by the Pakistani
Army which refused to back
their DG-ISI’s ambition.
Spymaster’s gambit failed.
Ziauddin was not the first or
the last of DG-ISIs to harbour
personal ambition beyond
what was warranted constitu-
tionally. The shadowy likes of
Lt Gen Akhtar Rahman,

Hamid Gul, Shamsur Kallu,
Zaheerul Islam etc., operated
with questionable interests.
Yet another one who is in the
news for harbouring extracon-
stitutional ambitions and pay-
ing the price for the same is the
former DG-ISI, Lt Gen Faiz
Hameed. Forced into prema-

ture retirement over his dubi-
WHEREAS THE ous role amid the recent turf
UNHINGED war between the Pakistani

POLITICIANS
LIKE

IMRAN KHAN
WHO ARE
DESPERATELY
TRYING

‘establishment’ (led by previous
and current Army Chiefs i.e.
Qamar Bajwa and Asim
Munir, respectively) against the
Imran Khan dispensation - he
has been brought back to pub-
lic news for having misused his
then powerful position and
arm-twisting people in some
realty deal.

While he was earlier afforded

TO SAVE . relatively face-saving ‘early

retirement’ (though everyone

THEIR SKINS knew better), he could be

AND INGRATIATE f_lribgrtrassmgl}; C%ugt-ma?'

ialed to score fresh brownie

THEMSELVES TO THE points against the deposed
Imran Khan dispensation

PAKISTANI (which Lt Gen Faiz Hameed is
‘ESTABLISHMENT’ R?Pglaf !thgelﬁ"ed tobe idfefll:
titied with). Many acts of Lt

HAVE DISOWNED  Gen Faiz Hameed did suggest

a rather megalomanic, cavalier

AND THROWN and overreaching conduct that

LT GEN FAIZ HAMEED did not bf)hove tl;le rolel;)fspy-
masters, but perhaps the per-

UNDER THE  sonal ambition had got the bet-
PROVERBIAL BUS! ter of him. As the roll of the

dice played out, the narrative
changed and with it, he too

= -:l'
o

BHOPINDER SINGH

was ousted. Only he is back for
a possible second round of
infamy and disrepute if the
current dispensation has its
ways.Whereas the unhinged
politicians like Imran Khan
who are desperately trying to
save their skins and ingratiate
themselves to the Pakistani
‘establishment’ (after realising
that they are not going any-
where) have disowned and
thrown Lt Gen Faiz Hameed
under the proverbial bus!
Instead of backing their hench-
man who did their bidding,
Imran said, “if Faiz Hameed
was involved, it should be
investigated” and he welcomed

the enquiry!
The whole saga says a lot
about the unprofessionalism
and complete absence of loy-
alty in overall governance, as
exemplified by Lt Gen Faiz
Hameed or by Imran Khan -
the former was disloyal to his
institution, and the latter to his
word. As Israeli Michael Bar-
Zohar notes in Mossad: The
Greatest Missions of the Israeli
Secret Service, “Dirtiest actions
should be carried out by the
most honest men’; perhaps for-
mer DG-ISI Faiz Hameed
wasn't one and will pay the

price, again.
(The writer, a military veter-
an, is a former Lt Governor
of Andaman & Nicobar
Islands and Puducherry. The
views are personal)

The catalyst for
corporate success

Ambition is an incredibly powerful force. When properly harnessed,
it has the potential to unlock remarkable outcomes

success, there is a funda-

mental truth: the sky is not
your limit, but merely the
starting point. With a power-
ful drive and unwavering
determination, ambition pro-
pels you to surpass all per-
ceived boundaries. Just like a
high-performance engine,
achieving your dreams
requires proper focus and
direction.
Today, we all have unique
goals and dreams, both in our
personal lives and careers.
Nevertheless, the journey
from having a vision to mak-
ing it a reality can be challeng-
ing and draining. It calls for
unwavering dedication,
relentless effort, and occasion-
ally, the need to ignore those
who doubt you. In our busi-
ness environment, having a
strong drive and unwavering
determination is not just a
cliché, but a crucial factor in
setting ambitious goals and
relentlessly striving for excel-
lence.We must connect these
grand aspirations to careful
planning, unwavering com-
mitment, and consistent hard
work.
Only then will the aspiration
reveal its magic.Many times,
the biggest obstacles we face

In the realm of corporate

| Ilf [ -

are a result of the actions of
others. There will always be
those who view our dreams as
unattainable or doubt our
abilities. It's crucial to remem-
ber that our potentials are not
defined by external voices.
Throughout history, countless
individuals have faced ridicule
and scepticism, only to ulti-
mately prove their doubters
wrong.

The proper environment can
truly make a difference in our
pursuit of success. It is an
environment that fosters
growth by providing oppor-
tunities to use our skills and
allowing for energetic and
unwelcome ambition, which
drives change and advance-
ment. Surround yourself with

mentors and peers who share
your vision and are there to
support you on your journey.
Embrace growth opportuni-
ties and always value the
feedback of others to refine
your approach.Equally crucial
is the art of expressing our
goals.

Make sure to communicate
your goals and progress with
both supervisors and col-
leagues. It's important to keep
everyone in the loop and
stay motivated. When you
openly express your aspira-
tions and the steps you're tak-
ing to achieve them, not only
do you attract valuable
encouragement, but you also
establish a sense of personal
responsibility. However, the

-

RACHNA
LAKHPATI

true basis of ambition stems
from the constant trust with-
in oneself.
It is important to have a
strong belief in your abilities
and to acknowledge the
unique qualities that you
bring to the table.
Recognising and celebrating
the small victories along your
journey to greater success is
crucial. Embrace challenges as
chances to grow and learn.
Stay resilient in the face of set-
backs.
Ambition is an incredibly
powerful force. When prop-
erly harnessed, it has the
potential to unlock remark-
able outcomes. Despite facing
obstacles and encountering
negativity, you will always
choose to embrace a positive
mindset. And getting encour-
agement from prominent
individuals will help you
hugely achieve your goals.
After all, everyone deserves a
chance to shine.So set the bar
high, work, and let the ambi-
tion catapult you to new
heights. The sky is not the
limit in the corporate world;
it is just the beginning of your
journey toward success.
(The author is a freelance
writer, views are
personal)

LETTERS KNy}

DARKNESS BEHIND THE SILVER SCREEN
Madam — The long-awaited Justice
Hema Committee report, commis-
sioned by the Kerala government to
investigate the challenges faced by
women in the Malayalam film industry,
has sent shockwaves through the com-
munity. The report, which was released
to the media under the RTT Act five
years after its submission, uncovers dis-
turbing accounts of sexual exploitation,
harassment, and mistreatment endured
by women in the industry.Revealing the
dark underbelly of the film world, the
report underscores the truth behind
what were once dismissed as mere
rumors—casting couch practices,
"adjustments,” and compromises that
are now exposed as grim realities. It's
especially jarring to learn that even
some of the most "popular” and "reput-
ed" actors are implicated in these uneth-
ical practices, likely leading to the
downfall of stars once idolized on the
silver screen, now unmasked as villains
behind the scenes. Additionally, the
report highlights the dire working con-
ditions faced by junior artists and other
industry workers.
This report serves as both a wake-up call
and a rallying cry, urging those within
the film industry, along with the con-
cerned ministry and stakeholders across
the country, to take immediate and seri-
ous action to ensure the safety and well-
being of female professionals in the
industry.

M Pradyu | Kannur

A BELLWEATHER ACT

Madam — This happened in a temple
in a remote village, somewhere in a
remote district of MP. A temple priest
wanted his temple to be a serene place,
free from the constant jangle of temple
bells that were hung from several places
in and around the temple. He wished to
be left in silence while offering his
prayers and doing his daily "pooja”
before the temple deity.

At the same time, he did not wish to do

taken up the issue of Kolkata doctor’s rape
and murder case Suo Motu and formed a
National Task force to examine the broader
issue of doctors’ safety at work places. The

It’s good to learn that the apex court has

away with the bells. They had always
been a part and parcel of the temple. He
struck upon an idea. He installed a call
bell (sans the electrical connection)
with a huge and prominent sign "Ring
this bell only. Only this bell is connect-
ed to God."
People pressed it again and again to
their heart's content, ignoring all the
other bells of the temple. This smart
gadget brought the much desired peace
and calm, delighting in its wake, the
priest as well as the deities. I hope that
someday all our temples —noisy and
crowded as they usually are — will
realise the home truth that noise, even
if it emanates from a temple bell or a
loudspeaker, ought to be eliminated. If
our gods and goddesses reside in tem-
ple idols, don't they deserve an environ-
ment that is free from noise pollution?
Avinash Godboley | Devwas

SC TURNS DOWN HC VERDICT
Madam — Calcutta HC’s act in advis-
ing an adolescent girl to restrain from
sexual urge and not to give in, as right-

E EDITOR
of health workers

failure of the hospital authorities and state as
well even after the gory incident is glaringly
evident, forcing the court to go to the under-
lying deep malaise.The hospitals and other
public healthcare services are working under
unsafe circumstances. The security angle of
health care providers is not addressed effec-
tively.
The junior doctors are being forced to under-
take backbreaking schedules with inadequate
facilities, thanks to the poor doctor patient
ratio. India is not spending even two percent
of its GDP, Where six percent is needed on
health causing more pressure on limited
resources. Apart from a stringent law against
attacks on health personnel, the working con-
ditions should be improved. Though the health
and law and order are state subjects, there
seems to be a need for a strong central act.
DVG Sankara Rao |Vizianagaram

ly observed by the SC is not only an act
unbecoming of an HC judge but also a
trespass into the modesty of an adoles-
cent. On top of preaching to the victim
the acquittal of the delinquent is an act
of a Kangaroo court and not a High
Court of the country.
Judges should understand and realise
that they are guardians of constitution-
al morality and the way deal in the mat-
ters in their court and their verdicts
should reflect this. The SC's repri-
mand of the Calcutta HC highlights the
need for judges to uphold constitution-
al morality.
The HC's inappropriate advice and the
acquittal of the delinquent were unjust,
reflecting a failure to protect the victim's
dignity. The SC's intervention rightly
restored justice and reaffirmed judicial
integrity.
Kudos to SC in rapping the Calcutta HC
and preserving justice in the matter!!
Gopalaswamy | Chennai
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THAW IN
INDO-MALDIVES TIES

The Maldives after a break is now
trying to mend fences with India

ﬂ. -
KUMARDEEP BANERJEE
|ndia’s recent outreach to Maldives, with External Affairs Minister S

Jaishankar visiting the island nation, a couple of weeks back signi-

fies a reset in the currently stressed bilateral relationship between the
neighbours. After new President Mohmmed Muizzu took charge, there
has been a spate of anti-India voices, which has derailed decades of
carefully curated strategic defence partnerships. Mr Muizzu’s PNC- PPM
coalition came to power last year, largely driven by India's campaign.
Soon after Indian defence forces manning some critical equipment for
the Maldives, were given marching orders and it seemed relations with
India’s nearest maritime neighbour were on a downward spiral without
any checks. However, things began to change somewhere towards the
beginning of this year and President Muizzu was invited to PM Modi's
third swearing-in ceremony in June.
In his speech at the inauguration of the India-assisted projects to hand
over water and sewerage projects across 28 islands of the Maldives
President was all praise for the Indian PM. He said “The Government
and people of Maldives extend our deep gratitude to Prime Minister of
India, His Excellency Narendra Modi, the Government, and the friendly
people of India for their generous and continued assistance to the
Maldives.and discuss strengthening our bilateral relations.”
The speech highlighted a rethink regarding India relations and perhaps
a silent acknowledgement that the Maldives needs India, to come out
of financial stress. Maldives needs nearly millions of dollars in budgetary
support for which the President has already reached out to China, Tiirkiye

ilout by the lending

countries has stiff collaterals attached, which could have risky conse-
quences in future. Meanwhile India despite getting a bloodied nose, has
been committed to rolling over nearly $100 million in payments due from
the Maldives, to ease off its financial burden. Maldives has also realised
that beyond the India Out rhetoric, a recalibration of the bilateral in terms
of economic and security ties would be a great midway for a stronger
partnership with India. It was no coincidence that several critical India-
assisted infrastructure projects inaugurated pre-President Muizzu’s tenure
were an important peg during S Jaishankar’s visit to Male.
The press release issued by the ministry highlighted “EAM visited the
India-assisted Greater Male Connectivity Project (GMCP) site and joint-
ly reviewed the progress of this flagship development project that will
connect Male with the adjoining islands of Villingili, Gulhifalhu and
Thilafushi...EAM also visited Addu city on 11 August 2024, during which
he, along with Foreign Minister and Minister of Construction and
Infrastructure, jointly inaugurated the Addu Reclamation and Shore
Protection Project and Addu Detour Link Bridge Project. The visit high-
lights the importance of Maldives, India’s maritime neighbour, as a key
partner in the ‘Neighbourhood First' policy and India’s Vision ‘SAGAR’
i.e. Security and Growth for All in the Region.
Maldives remains an important partner of India in maintaining peace,
stability and prosperity in the Indian Ocean region. “India and Maldives
are dependent on each other for their respective economic, security and
climate change-related issues. However, the resentment in the Maldives
relationship is also a greater message to the new government in
Bangladesh, which in the past has not been a great sympathiser with
India’s concerns. While the interim government in Bangladesh has so
far maintained a moderate line of continuity on India bilateral, the polit-
ical parties in power may not be too kind in future. Like many of India’s
neighbours, Bangladesh too is under severe economic crisis, and soon-
er or later the realisation would dawn that the best bet for the country
is to have a good neighbour.

(The writer is a policy analyst; views are personal)

facebook.com/dailypioneer | @TheDailyPioneer | instagram.com/dailypioneer/

Monsoon mayhem:

'lackling urban flooding

B K SINGH

here 1s urgent need for comprehensive disaster management and infrastructure
reforms to protect lives and property from future monsoon fury

n the warming world Sea surface :
temperature is rising followed by :
excessive evaporation and deposi- :
tion of moisture leaden vapours in :
the form of clouds. When condi- :
tions are favourable, incessant rainfall :
occurs. Many times, half the annual rain-
fall occurs in 24 to 48 hours. Urban infra-
structures are unable to take the chal- :
lenge; flooding on roads, public places, :
ground floors and the basement of:
buildings is quite common leading to dis- :

ruption of rail, road and air traffic as well MANY TI M ES,
as businesses. Rural areas face the brunt : HALF THE
of the mayhem; loss of crops, landslides, :
and landslips in hilly terrain can claim :
lives and livelihoodsyand can throw the ANNUAL
economy out of gear. : RA' NFALL
It can put additional stress on the bud- :
get as the public fund (taxpayers’ money) : OCCURS IN 24 TO
has to be diverted for the reconstruction : 48 HOURS
of damaged infrastructures and also for : i
compensating the losses for the private : URBAN

properties. The disaster that hit Wayanad
on 30th July claimed more than 400 |NFRASTRUCTURE :

human lives and injured an equal num- S ARE UNABLE TO

i of rainfall per hour for three to

ber has been one of the worst of its kind .

in lilxjfingldmemogy. ; s TAKE THE
Big boulders and stones from an 8.26 ha : .

(82600 sq meter) area on the top of the : CHALLENGE: :
hill located at 1550 meters above the : FLOODING ON :

mean Sea level have rolled for 7 km on :
a downward slope and smashed build- :

attained the energy of 9 mega Joule, :

ﬁlhici dis enough t(i) dledstabilize anc}é BASEMENT OF
nock down an RCC building in a rural :
area. Monsoon mayhem has caused : BUILDINGS IS
damage in many other places in Western:  QUJ|TE COMMON :
Ghats as well as in the Himalayas. :
Landslides and damage to roads and : LEADING TO :
bridges have posed a challenge to peo- :
ple and tourists in Himachal Pradesh and : DISRUPTION OF
Uttarakhand.
In this column let me confine to the: RA”" ROAD AND
issues faced by metropolitan cities and : AIR TRAFFIC AS
make some suggestions to deal with it. :
The death of three civil service aspirants : WELL AS
in the basement flooding of Rau’s coach- : BUSINESSES :

ing centre in Rajendranagar Delhi last :
month and also another aspirant dying

ynward slope and smash ROADS, PUBLIC :
ings, damaged roads and bridges etc in :
three-four villages at 650 meters above : PLACE81 GROUND : tem to take care of at least 100

the mean Sea level. One ton boulder has FLOORS AND THE

i of electrocution are chilling
i reminders of the apathy of the
i civic body. We must know the
i precautions that must be under-
: taken by the agencies and the
¢ building occupants to make sure
i that such incidents are not repeat-
i ed. Civic Body of Mumbai had
i earlier designed stormwater
i drains and related infrastructure
. to take care of 25 mm of rain in
i an hour.

Severe flooding repeatedly occur-
ring during the past several years

i has forced them to remodel their

drainage system to take care of
more intense rains up to 50 mm
per hour. However, in places like
Mumbai, Ratnagiri, Satara,
Mahabaleshwar and many other
locations 80 to 100 mm of rain

: per hour has been recorded.

Similarly, places in some other
regions of the country are also
experiencing frequent cloud
bursts resulting in 80 to 100 mm

four hours. Wayanad tragedy was

: the result of 570 mm of rain in 48
i hours.

All Civic authorities in cities like
Mumbai, Chennai, Hyderabad,
Bengaluru, Delhi, Gurugram etc
should remodel the drainage sys-

mm of rain per hour. The
encroachments on storm water
drains as well as on lake beds
should be removed.

i Further, the drains should be reg-

ularly de-silted and cleaned up so

: that plastics, polythene bags silts

etc are removed and disposed of
at far-off places. The lakes in the
cities are balancing reservoirs
where the water level should be
regulated by opening the sluice
gates. De-weeding and de-silta-
tion of lakes are also required to

i be done periodically to ensure

that the water reservoirs are kept

i clean up to maximum flood level.
* All the inlets of the lakes are

monitored to ensure that none
carry untreated sewage into them.
There is the possibility that lake
water may enter people’s houses
at the time of flash floods; it must
be ensured that sewage water
does not enter houses.
Stormwater drains in metropol-
itan cities are often found partly
encroached and occupied for liv-
ing by erecting small huts. Such
occupants must be rehabilitated
elsewhere and drains must be
fully opened for flow of water. Let
us not forget that the existing
stormwater drain is insufficient to
take the load of more than 25 mm
of rainfall per hour.

Beds of many urban lakes have
also been encroached. Lake beds
up to high flood levels are meant
for storage of water. The reduc-
tion in volume for storage indi-
cates that the water flows in the
basement and ground floor of the
buildings, causing undue hard-
ship for the people. Incessant
rains in November 2015 (approx-
imately 483 mm in 24 hours) led
to one of the biggest catastrophes
in Chennai. 500 people were
killed and nearly 10 lakh houses
were submerged resulting in the
displacement of 1.8 million peo-
ple. Two reasons were attributed
to the disaster.

One was the encroachments on
lake beds in Chennai and the
other was the delay in regulating
the water level in the Chembaram
Bakkam reservoir. The situation
came under control only when
1.5 lakh cusecs water from this
reservoir was released into the
Adiyar river.

Many wetlands in Chennai have
been occupied by communities.
Pallikarnai wetland used to have
an extent of over 5000 ha has
shrunk to 10% and only 500 ha
is remaining as wetland at pre-
sent. Unless the encroachments
are cleared, we are likely to face

a similar tragedy in future.Civic
bodies while working on drainage
systems for stormwater as well as
sewer lines must take enough pre-
cautions and keep the drains
and man-hole covered, so that no
person accidentally falls into
them and perishes.
When the road is flooded and
becomes a flowing river, uncov-
ered drains and sewer lines can-
not be identified by people wad-
ing through.People in Mumbai,
Delhi, Gurugram and many other
metropolitan cities find flood
water trapped in the basements of
their houses. Often they resort to
pumping it out, which requires
time and energy. It is advisable to
construct a sump underneath so
that the rainwater can be effec-
tively harvested and later used for
various purposes.
If the basement is kept clean, then
flood water collected would be of
drinkable quality. Several Civic
Bodies mandate water harvesting
structures along with new con-
structions while approving Plans.
At the implementation stage,
however, such structures gener-
ally take care of harvesting water
from the rooftop and ignore
basements, prone to flooding
during cloud bursts.
Water harvesting for basements
should be made compulsory and
must be seriously implemented.
Building by-laws if necessary be
amended by respective civic
agencies to make sure that the
basement of the buildings is used
for parking vehicles, storing
unserviceable items and water
harvesting/ storage only. In no
circumstances should people be
permitted to use it for housing,
hotels and businesses.
(The writer is retired
principal chief conservator of
forests, Head of forest force,
Karnataka; views
are personal)

Prime Minister Modi’s Ukraine visit: A strategic balancing act

PM’s visit underscores India’s evolving role on the world stage, where it seeks to navigate complex alliances and assert its national interests

rime Minister Narendra

Modji’s visit to Kyiv

marks a significant
moment in international
diplomacy, reflecting India's
strategic balancing act between
Russia and the West amid the
ongoing conflict in Ukraine.
As the first leader from a
nation that maintains strong
relations with both Russia and
Western countries, Modys visit
sends a nuanced message to
global powers, particularly
Russia.
While some observers suggest
that Modi’s visit is intended to
placate Western disappoint-
ment following his two recent
visits to Russia, the reality
appears more complex. Modis
trip to Ukraine serves primar-
ily as a subtle signal to Moscow
that India can engage with
Ukraine as well. This visit

AKHILESH SUMAN

comes at a critical time, coin-
ciding with Ukraine’s recent
military successes against
Russian forces, adding weight
to the message Modi intends
to deliver.

India's historical relationship
with Ukraine has been far
from warm, yet the scale of
suffering in Ukraine has stirred
sympathy within India. This
sentiment is reflected in Mods
earlier statements, emphasiz-
ing that this is not an era of war

and advocating for peaceful
resolutions. Despite this, India
has refrained from condemn-
ing Russia's actions, continu-
ing to purchase oil from
Moscow, which has been cru-
cial for Russia during the con-
flict.

However, Russia's increasing-
ly close ties with China have
become a point of concern for
India, particularly regarding
China's aggressive behavior
along the Indian border. The
2020 Galwan Valley clash and
subsequent military tensions
have strained India-China
relations, making Russid’s per-
ceived indifference to India’s
security concerns troubling.
The frequent meetings
between Russian President
Vladimir Putin and Chinese
President Xi Jinping have
heightened these concerns,

prompting India to reassess its
foreign policy strategy.
Modi's visit to Ukraine can be
seen as a diplomatic effort to
subtly pressure Russia into
reconsidering its relationship
with China. By engaging with
Ukraine, India signals to
Moscow that its close ties with
Beijing cannot be taken for
granted without potential con-
sequences. Historically, India
has enjoyed a strong relation-
ship with Russia, especially in
defense, but the evolving
geopolitical landscape requires
India to prioritize its national
interests.

Modi’s visit also underscores
India’s independent foreign
policy, a principle that has
guided the country since the
Cold War era. India has long
prided itself on its non-aligned
stance, making decisions based

on strategic interests rather
than aligning with any partic-
ular bloc. This approach
remains relevant in the 21st
century, as India navigates the
complexities of global politics.
India’s refusal to outright con-
demn Russia at the United
Nations has caused friction
with Western capitals.
However, Modi’s visit to
Ukraine demonstrates that
India’s neutrality does not
imply inaction or tacit
approval of Russian aggression.

Instead, it reflects a nuanced
approach, balancing relation-
ships and interests while
encouraging Russia to recon-
sider its military strategy.

As India seeks to strengthen its
ties with Western nations, par-
ticularly in the Indo-Pacific
region where China's assertive-
ness is a growing concern,
Modi’s visit to Ukraine reaf-
firms India’s commitment to a
multipolar world. India values
its strategic autonomy, making
decisions based on its nation-
al interests—a stance that has
occasionally drawn criticism
from its allies.

Another important aspect of
Modi’s visit is India's interest
in contributing to Ukraine's
reconstruction efforts. The
war has left Ukraine in ruins,
and India sees an opportuni-
ty to play a role in its rebuild-

ing process. This involvement
would not only be a humani-
tarian gesture but also a strate-
gic investment that could ben-
efit the Indian economy. India
has already provided human-
itarian aid to Ukraine, and
Modf’s visit could pave the way
for more substantial support,
including infrastructure pro-
jects and logistical assistance,
which would also benefit relat-
ed Indian industries.

Furthermore, Indias involve-
ment in Ukraine’s reconstruc-
tion could serve as a counter-
balance to Chinas Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI). By offer-
ing an alternative model of
development cooperation that
respects the sovereignty of
partner countries, India posi-
tions itself as a more favorable
partner for nations in need.
This approach aligns with

India’s broader goal of posi-
tioning itself as a global leader
and a moral force in interna-
tional diplomacy.
As the world closely watches
Modi’s visit to Ukraine, the
potential outcomes could have
far-reaching implications for
global power dynamics.
Should Modi's diplomacy con-
tribute to a ceasefire between
Russia and Ukraine, India
could emerge as a significant
peacemaker and problem
solver on the world stage. This
would enhance India's reputa-
tion as a nation capable of nav-
igating complex geopolitical
landscapes while maintaining
its principles and strategic
autonomy.
(The writer is is a senior jour-
nalist who has been covering
foreign affairs for many years;
views are personal)
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Clinton: Harris is clear
choice over ‘other guy’

PTI M CHICAGO

mericans in 2024 have a

clear choice between “for
the people” versus “me, myself,
and I”, former president Bill
Clinton has said, as he rooted
for Kamala Harris in the race
for the White House and said
she will be the “president of joy”.
Clinton on Wednesday took the
crowd at the National
Democratic Convention
through Harris’ life story and
said he believes that her candi-
dacy represents for the country.
Her story is that of an America
they all know is possible, he
said, referring to the 59-year-
old Harris, who is of Indian and
African heritage.
America faces a “clear choice”
between Harris and Donald
Trump in November, Clinton
said.
“In 2024, we gotta pretty clear
choice, it seems to me,” Clinton
said. “Kamala Harris, for the
people, and the other guy, who
has proved even more than the
first go-around that he’s about
me, myself and I”
“Kamala Harris will work to
solve our problems, seize our
opportunities, ease our fears,
and make sure every single
American, however they vote,
has a chance to chase their
dreams,” Clinton, 78, said.
Clinton’s wife, Hillary Clinton,
lost the 2016 election to former
President Trump, the current
Republican presidential nomi-
nee. Clinton said he wants
America that more joyful,
inclusive, and future-focused.
“Where we weather the storms
and earn the benefits together.
That’s the America Kamala
Harris will lead. She’s already
made her first presidential deci-
sion, picking a running mate,’
Clinton, who served two terms
in the White House until
January 2001, said.
Clinton riffed on the famous
“place called Hope” line he
gave at the 1992 Democratic
convention to encourage
Americans to vote the “presi-
dent of joy, Harris, into the
White House. Clinton, who is
from Hope, Arkansas, famous-
ly said in the 1992 convention,
“I still believe in a place called
Hope” On Wednesday, the for-

“Trump will divide America’

Chicago (PTI): Top
Democratic leaders have ham-
mered Republican presidential
candidate Donald Trump for
being an agent of chaos and
that his failed policies would
take America backwards.
Democrats used their nation-
al convention in Chicago on
Wednesday to cast the former
president as an existential
danger and project Vice
President Kamala Harris as
the best person to lead the
nation.

Harris, 59, will take on former
president Trump, 78, in the
November 5 election.
Former president Bill Clinton
in his address to the
Democratic National
Convention said Trump - a
paragon of consistency - is
dividing, blaming, and belit-
tling.

“He creates and curates chaos.
It's showmanship, but it’s not
leadership,” he said. On the
other hand, he said Harris is
the only candidate in this
race with the vision, the expe-
rience, the temperament and
the will. “Now, how does
Donald Trump use his voice?
Mostly to talk about himself,
his vengeance, vendettas,
complaints, and conspiracies.
The next time you hear him,
don’t count the lies-count the

mer president said: “From a
man who once had the honour
to be called in this Convention,
a man from Hope, we need
Kamala Harris - the president
of joy - to lead us”

“Kamala Harris is the only
candidate in this race who has
the vision, the experience, the
temperament, the will, and yes,
the sheer joy, to get something
done. I mean, look, what does
her opponent do with his voice?
He mostly talks about himself.
So, the next time you hear him,
don’t count the lies, count the
Ts.Clinton went on to criticise
Trump’s “vendettas, his
vengeance, his complaints, his
conspiracies”

“He is like the tenors opening

I’s. He's like the tenor warm-
ing up before the opera: me,
me, me, me. Kamala Harris is
focused on you,” Clinton said.
House Minority Leader
Hakeem Jeffries alleged that
Trump was the mastermind of
the Republican tax scam,
where 83 per cent of the ben-
efits went to the wealthiest one
per cent in America.

“Trump failed our country
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. Trump is a chaos agent
who is focused on himself, not
the American people. Trump
tried to destroy our democra-
cy by lying about the election
and inciting a violent mob to
attack the Capitol,” he said.
Former House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi said January 6th was a
perilous moment for the
American democracy.
“Never before had a president
of the United States so brazen-
ly assaulted the bedrock of our
democracy, so gleefully
embraced political violence, so
willfully betrayed his oath of
office,” she said. “Let us not
forget who assaulted democ-
racy on January 6. He
(Trump) did. But let us not
forget who saved democracy
that day. We did,” Pelosi said.
Senator Chris Coons said hate
and division are the oxygen of
Trump.

up before he goes on stage, like
I did, by saying, ‘me, me, me,
me, me. When Kamala Harris
is president, every day will
begin with you, you, you, you,”
Clinton said.Clinton took a jab
at Trump’s age.“Two days ago,
I turned 78, the oldest man in
my family for four generations.
And the only personal vanity I
want to assert is I'm still
younger than Donald Trump,”
he said. Clinton is just a few
months younger than Trump,
who turned 78 in June this year.
If Trump wins in November, he
would be the oldest president at
his swearing-in at 78 years and
219 days, surpassing President
Joe Biden’s previous record of
78 years and 61 days.

worid

Brazil to limit entry for some Asians

AP Hl SAO PAULO

Brazil will begin imposing
restrictions on the entry of
some foreigners from Asia who
use the country as a launching
point to migrate to the United
States and Canada, the justice
ministry’s press office said
Wednesday. More than 70% of
requests for refuge at the air-
port come from people with
either Indian, Nepalese or
Vietnamese nationalities, an
official document says. The
African nations of Somalia,
Cameroon, Ghana and
Ethiopia are among the
remaining 30% of refuge seek-
ers. The move, which starts on
Monday, will affect migrants
from Asian countries who
require visas to remain in
Brazil . It does not apply to peo-
ple from Asian countries cur-
rently exempt from visas to
Brazil . US citizens and many
European nationals also do
not require visas for Brazil .A
Federal Police investigation
has shown these migrants often

buy flights with layovers in Sao
Paulos international airport, en
route to other destinations,
but stay in Brazil as a place
from where they then begin
their journey north, according
to official documents provided
to The Associated Press.
Starting next week, travellers
without visas will either have to
continue their journey by plane
or return to their country of
origin, the ministry said.

A report signed by federal
police investigator Marinho da
Silva Rezende Junior informs
the justice ministry that since
the beginning of last year there
has been “great turmoil” due to
the influx of migrants at the air-
port in Guarulhos, a city locat-
ed in the Sao Paulo metropol-
itan area.

“Evidence suggests that those
migrants, for the most part, are
making use of the known - and
extremely dangerous - route
that goes from Sao Paulo to the
western state of Acre, so they
can access Peru and go toward
Central America and then,

finally, reach the U.S. from its
southern border,” one of the
documents says.

An AP investigation in July
found migrants passing
through the Amazon, including
some from Vietnam and India.
Many returned to Acre state, on
the border with Peru, as U.S.
border policies triggered a
wait-and-see attitude among
them. Brazil ‘s justice ministry
said that the new guidelines
will not apply to the almost 500
migrants currently staying
camping out at a Sao Paulos
international airport.
Remullo Diniz, the coordina-
tor of Gefron, Acre state’s police
group for border operations,
told the AP the government’s
move comes after local author-
ities spoke to U.S. diplomats
about the situation with many
Asian and undocumented
migrants in the region.

“We have seen growth both in
the number of migrants com-
ing here and in the number of
nations they come from,” Diniz
told the AP over the phone.

“Bangladesh, Indonesia also
send alot of people here. They
come either with no docu-
ments or with fake documents
from other nations”

“That is a concern for us, they
could be running from police,’
he added. “And there are also
the coyote’ networks, taking
unaccompanied children, traf-
ficking drugs”

Earlier on Wednesday, Brazil ‘s
federal prosecutors’ office said
in a statement that Sao Paulo’s
international airport “is once
again counting a high number
of foreigners who arrive on
flights of the airline LATAM
and do not exit quickly due to
the overload on the Brazil ian
migration system.”

The prosecutors’ office added
that it will put pressure on air-
lines to give migrants some
basic supplies as they wait for
their concession of refuge. The
term refers to an application for
refugee status, regardless of
the reason.LATAM did not
immediately respond an AP
request for comment.

“It is important that we quick-
ly decide on these refuge
requests so that the growing
arrival of foreigners does not
impact the operation of the air-
port itself” federal prosecutor
Guilherme Rocha Gopfert said
after a meeting at Sao Paulo’s
international airport
Wednesday. One of the docu-
ments says Brazil ‘s federal
police received 9,082 requests
for refuge this year through July
15. That is more than the dou-
ble the amount for the entire
2023, and the most in over a
decade, according to the fig-
ures. However, federal police
said that just a few hundred of
those sought to get documents
to remain in Brazil .The same
document says federal police
are convinced there is “a con-
solidated route of irregular
migration in Brazil , with a
strong presence of people who
are involved in migrant smug-
gling and human trafficking,
with an evident fraudulent use
of the application for refugee
status”

French destroyer rescues 29 mariners
from stricken Red sea oll tanker

AP H DUBAI

French destroyer rescued

29 mariners from an oil
tanker that came under repeat-
ed attack in the Red Sea, offi-
cials said Thursday, while also
destroying a bomb-carrying
drone boat in the area.
Yemen’s Houthi rebels are sus-
pected to have carried out the
assault on the Sounion. The
attack, the most serious in the
Red Sea in weeks, comes dur-
ing a monthslong campaign by
Houthis targeting ships over
the Israel-Hamas war in the
Gaza Strip that has disrupted
a trade route through which $1
trillion in cargo typically pass-
es each year. The Sounion is
now at anchor in the Red Sea
and no longer drifting, the
European Union’s Operation
Aspides said. However, it was-
n't clear if the vessel was still
ablaze. The vessel had been
staffed by a crew of Filipinos
and Russians. Military officials
did not name the French

destroyer involved in the res-
cue. In the attack Wednesday,
men on small boats first
opened fire with small arms
about 140 km (90 miles) west
of the rebel-held Yemeni port
city of Hodeida, the British
military’s United Kingdom
Maritime Trade Operations
centre said. Four projectiles
also hit the ship, it added. It
wasn't immediately clear if
that meant drones or missiles.
The Houthis did not immedi-
ately claim responsibility for
the attacks, though it can take
them hours or even days before

they acknowledge their
assaults. However, they did
acknowledge US airstrikes in
Hodeida that the American
military’s Central Command
said destroyed a Houthi sur-
face-to-air missile and radar
system. The Houthis have tar-
geted more than 80 vessels
with missiles and drones since
the war in Gaza started in
October. They seized one ves-
sel and sank two in the cam-
paign that also killed four
sailors.Other missiles and
drones have either been inter-
cepted by a US-led coalition in

the Red Sea or failed to reach
their targets.

The rebels maintain that they
target ships linked to Israel, the
United States or the UK to
force an end to Israel's war
against Hamas in Gaza.
However, many of the ships
attacked have little or no con-
nection to the conflict, includ-
ing some bound for Iran.

As Iran threatens to retaliate
against Israel over the assassi-
nation of Hamas leader Ismail
Haniyeh in Tehran, the US
military told the USS Abraham
Lincoln aircraft carrier strike
group to sail more quickly to
the area. Early Thursday, the
US military’s Central
Command said the Lincoln
had reached the Mideast’s
waters, without elaborating.
America also has ordered the
USS Georgia-guided missile
submarine into the Mideast,
while the USS Theodore
Roosevelt aircraft carrier strike
group was in the Gulf of
Oman.

America faces many elevated
threats all at once: FBI Director

AP H BROOKLYN CENTRE

The country is facing height-
ened threats from many
corners at a time when law
enforcement agencies are strug-
gling, FBI Director Christopher
Wray said in an exclusive inter-
view, adding that he is “hard
pressed to think of a time in my
career where so many different
kinds of threats are all elevat-
ed at once”

Wray spoke Wednesday with
The Associated Press while
visiting the Minneapolis field
office to talk about partnerships
between law enforcement agen-
cies and also with other entities.
His remarks come as the FBI
confronts heightened concerns
over terrorism, both domestic
and international, as well as
Chinese espionage and intellec-
tual property theft and foreign
election interference.

“I worry about the combination
of that many threats being ele-
vated at once, with the chal-

[

lenges facing the men and
women in law enforcement
more generally, Wray said at
the office in the suburb of
Brooklyn Center. “And the one
thing that I think helps bridge
those two challenges is partner-
ships. That’s how we get
through. It is by all working
together”

Wray’s assessment of an elevat-
ed threat landscape is consis-
tent with alarm bells he has

sounded for months. Soon
after the Oct. 7 attack by
Hamas in Israel, Wray began
warning that the rampage
could serve as an inspiration to
militants, “the likes of which we
haven’t seen since ISIS
launched its so-called caliphate
years ago.” The FBI has also
scrambled to deal with securi-
ty concerns related to the
United States’ southern border,
with officials revealing in June
that eight people from
Tajikistan with suspected ties to
the Islamic State group were
arrested and were being held
on immigration violations.
Officials are also dealing with
the specter of foreign election
interference.

The FBI and other federal
agencies announced Monday
that Iran was responsible for a
hack targeting the Trump cam-
paign and for an attempted
breach of the Biden-Harris
campaign, part of what officials
portrayed as a brazen and

aggressive effort to interfere in
American politics.

Wray declined to talk about any
specific investigation or threat
but said investigations into
cyberattacks, including against
election infrastructure, candi-
dates or campaigns, require
help from the private sector.
“One of the things that we have
been doubling down on with
every passing day is, is on
partnerships, because ultimate-
ly you're talking about the abil-
ity to connect the dots, whether
it's against some kind of elec-
tion influence threat or some
other kind of threat,” Wray said.
“You need to have partners
sharing information with each
other to put the two pieces
together to see the bigger pic-
ture” Law enforcement officers
are being killed in the line of
duty at a rate of about one every
five days, Wray said, noting that
four first responders have died
in Minnesota alone in 2024.

\isa data shows Indian students
hesitant to apply to UK universities

London (PTI): Indians may
continue to top the tally of stu-
dent visa grants but they are
beginning to show signs of
being put off applying to UK
universities amid greater
migration curbs, the latest
Home Office statistics revealed
on Thursday. The Home Office
data for the past year until June
2024 shows a 23 per cent fall
in Indian students coming to
the UK for higher studies,
even as they continue to rep-
resent the largest group grant-
ed leave to remain on the
Graduate Route visa which
allows foreign students to work
in Britain for two years after
their degree. This fall in Indian
student numbers is the first
indication of the impact of
tighter curbs on the right of
most student visa holders to
bring along dependent family
members, which came into
effect earlier this year.

“There were 110,006 spon-
sored study visa grants to main

applicants who were Indian
nationals in the year ending
June 2024 (25 per cent of the
total), 32,687 fewer than the
previous year,” the Home
Office statistics reveal. “Most of
the increase in foreign students
between 2019 and 2023 were
from Indian and Nigerian
nationals, but numbers for
these nationalities have fallen
in the latest year (by 23 per
cent and 46 per cent respec-
tively),” it notes. The India-UK
Young Professionals Scheme,
which involves a two-way flow
of young graduates to live and
work in either country for up
to two years, brought in 2,234
Indian nationals since the first
ballot was held in February last
year — well below the annual
3,000 visa cap.

“In the year ending June 2024,
Indian nationals represented
the largest group of students
granted leave to remain on the
Graduate Route (67,529), rep-
resenting almost half (46 per

cent) of grants of Graduate
Route extensions to main
applicants,” the data reveals.
However, a gradual decline in
student numbers will cause
concern among UK universi-
ties as they struggle through
financial pressures and rely on
the much higher fees paid by
overseas students.

The National Indian Students
and Alumni Union (NISAU)
UK fears a review launched
into the Graduate Route visa
last year, which concluded
only in May to confirm it
would not be abandoned, put
many Indians off applying.
“It is critical that we ensure that
the chaos and uncertainty that
the review of the Graduate
Route had led to is now fully
put to rest. NISAU has engaged
with millions of students in
India to spread the message
that the UK remains a warm
and welcoming destination for
Indian students,” said NISAU
UK chair Sanam Arora.

‘British tech
magnate Mike
Lynch’s body
found in yacht
wreckage’

Porticello (AP): The Italian
coast guard said Thursday the
body of British tech magnate
Mike Lynch is among those
recovered off the coast of Sicily
from the wreckage of a supery-
acht whose builders had called
it unsinkable.

One woman remains missing.
The bodies of Lynch, who had
been celebrating his recent
acquittal on fraud charges with
his family and the people who
had defended him at trial in the
United States, and five others
were recovered by rescue crews
following Monday’s tragedy.

The Bayesian, a 56-metre
(184-foot) British-flagged
yacht, went down in a storm
early Monday as it was moored
about a kilometre (half-a-mile)
offshore. Civil protection offi-
cials said they believe the ship
was struck by a tornado over
the water, known as a water-
spout, and sank quickly.

The chief executive of The
Italian Sea Group, which owns
the Bayesian’s manufacturer,
said superyachts like these are
“the safest in the most absolute
sense”.

“First of all, because they have
very little surface compared to
a yacht facing into the wind,”
CEO Giovanni Costantino told
Sky News on Wednesday.
“Second, with the structure, the
drift keel, they become unsink-
able bodies”

Investigators are now looking
at why the Bayesian sank,
killing at least six people. A sev-
enth remains missing.

Fifteen of the 22 people aboard
survived, including a mother
who reported holding her 1-
year-old baby over the waves to
save her.

Divers have struggled to find
the bodies in the yacht’s hull on
the seabed 50 metres (164 feet)
underwater.

“We would need a crystal ball
to know when we'll be able to
find the next body,” said Luca
Cari, spokesperson for the fire
rescue service.

“Its very difficult to move
inside the wreckage. Moving
just one meter can take up to
24 hours,” Cari said.

Man opens plane door, walks

on wing at Austra

Melbourne (AP): A passen-
ger was arrested at an
Australian airport after he
left a stationary airliner
through an emergency exit,
walked along a wing, and
then climbed down a jet
engine to the tarmac on
Thursday, officials said.
Jetstar Flight JQ507 had
arrived at Melbourne Airport
from Sydney and had parked
at a terminal gate when the
man left the plane by the
right-side exit, officials said.
Opening the exit automati-
cally deployed a slide from
the back of the wing at the
fuselage to the ground, a
Jetstar statement said.

But the man instead walked
along the wing and climbed
down one of the Airbus
A320’s two engines, an offi-
cial said.

Passenger Audrey Varghese
said passengers screamed
and shrieked as the man
began “erratic” behaviour
shortly before he opened the

hatch.

“The man was exhibiting
some quite strange behav-
iour,” Varghese told
Melbourne Radio 3AW.

“As soon as the plane had
started coming to a stop, he
immediately got up and basi-
cally charged to where the
emergency exit row is, and in
the process shoving people,
causing a bit of commotion,
(and) ripped open the emer-
gency door,“ Varghese said.
Another passenger, identified
as Maddison, told Nine News
television the man had been
vaping, which is not allowed,
during the 90-minute mid-
morning flight and had
unsuccessfully demanded the
air crew provide him with
alcohol.

Australian Federal Police
officers had been alerted by
Jetstar staff and arrested the
man for “alleged aggressive
behaviour and breaching air-
craft safety protocols”, a
police statement said.

Pressure mounts on Mexico's judicial
overhaul amid market concerns

Mexico City (AP) President
Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador
is facing mounting pressure
against his controversial propos-
al to overhaul the Mexican
judicial system, which would
have judges be elected.

Judges and magistrates on
Wednesday joined a strike
begun early this week by feder-
al court employees to oppose
the proposal, while Morgan
Stanley and other financial
institutions warned that the
overhaul could pose serious
market consequences and risks
for potential investors in
Mexico.

In a response to rising criticism,
President-elect ~ Claudia
Sheinbaum joined her political
ally Lopez Obrador in defend-
ing the proposal Wednesday.
“Investors shouldn’t be worried.
On the contrary, we will have a
better justice system in Mexico;’
Sheinbaum said.

Lépez Obrador, a populist
leader who is nearing the end of
his six-year term, has long been

at odds with Mexican courts.
He contends judges are part of
a “mafia” against him, and says
the proposal is meant to clean
up corruption. He has gone on
winding rants against the judi-
cial system, ignored court orders
and publicly sparred with judges
whose rulings he has disagreed
with.

Among the changes sought by
the Lopez Obrador it to have
judges be elected and allow
virtually anyone with a law
degree with a few years experi-
ence as a lawyer to become a
judge through popular vote.
Given major electoral wins by
Lépez Obrador’s party Morena
in June elections, many acade-
mics have voiced concerns that
selecting judges by popular vote
would put politically biased
judges on the bench and deal a
blow to checks and balances.
The striking court employees
also fear that the measure could
put their careers in danger.
Since Monday, thousands of
employees have camped outside

federal court buildings, and the
rallies grew Wednesday with
judges and magistrates joining
in. The demonstrators gathered
under tents chanting and hold-
ing protest signs, with Mexicans
with court appointments turned
away.

“It could do damage to society;
said Fernando Rangel Ramirez,
a federal judge on strike. He said
the judicial branch “is an insti-
tution that historically, and in its
nature, should not be politi-
cized. There should be people in
it that have enough experi-
ence”

The National Association of
Circuit Magistrates and District
Judges said the strike will go on
indefinitely, until the president’s
proposal with “its many imper-
fections” is blocked. The group
said it hopes to redirect “public
discussion toward a well-con-
sidered comprehensive reform
to address the structural caus-
es that have been steadily weak-
ening the quality of justice” in
Mexico.

90-foot-tall Hanuman statue in
Texas becomes new landmark

Houston (PTI): A 90-foot-tall
bronze murti of Lord Hanuman,
unveiled near here, symbolising
“a new milestone in the cultur-
al and spiritual landscape of
America, has become the latest
landmark in Texas visible from
miles away, and the third tallest
sculpture in the US. The Statue
of Union, as it has been named,
is one of the tallest statues in the
world and holds several other
distinctions: it is the tallest
Hanuman murti outside India,
the tallest in Texas, and the third
tallest statue in the United
States, surpassed only by the
Statue of Liberty in New York
(151 feet) and the Pegasus and
Dragon in Hallandale Beach,
Florida (110 feet), the organis-
ers said.

The ‘Statue of Union’ Hanuman
murti, which was unveiled at the
Sri Ashtalakshmi Temple in
Sugar Land, about 35-odd km
from here, during a grand Prana
Prathishta Mahotsavam cere-
mony from August 15 to 18,
symbolises “selflessness, devo-

tion, and unity; the organisers
said, adding, the murti is named
so to “honour Hanuman’ piv-
otal role in reuniting Lord Ram
and Sita”

“This awe-inspiring structure is
the result of the visionary efforts
of His Holiness Sri Chinna
Jeeyar Swamiji, a Padma
Bhushan awardee, and a
renowned Vedic scholar, who
envisioned the project as a spir-
itual epicentre for North
America,” the organiser said in
a statement.

The festivities commenced on
August 15, coinciding with
India’s Independence Day and
the core of the celebrations
unfolded on August 18, with the
grand Pran Prathistha ceremo-
ny. “The rituals, led by Sri
Chinna Jeeyar Swamiji and
overseen by a multitude of
Vedic priests and scholars, were
a powerful display of devotion
and spirituality,” the statement
said. The ceremony featured a
helicopter showering flowers
upon the murti, sprinkling of
sacred water, and placing of a
72-foot-long garland around
Hanuman’s neck amid thou-
sands of devotees chanting the
names of Shri Ram and
Hanuman in unison. The stat-
ue stands tall not only as a sym-
bol of Hanuman’s indomitable
spirit but also as a new mile-
stone in the cultural and spiri-
tual landscape of America,
embodying the principles of
devotion, strength, and unity for
all who come to witness its
grandeur, the organisers added.
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Ukraine’s Zelenskyy visits horder area

AP H KYIV

Pre51dent Volodymyr
Zelenskyy toured the
northeastern Ukrainian region
of Sumy on Thursday in his
first visit to the border area
since his forces entered Russian
territory more than two weeks

ago.
After a meeting with Ukraine’s
military commander,

Zelenskyy said Ukrainian
forces have claimed control of
another settlement in the
Russian region of Kursk and
taken more Russian prisoners
of war whom he hopes to
exchange for captured
Ukrainians. He referred to
that as Ukraine’s “exchange
fund”

“Another settlement in the
Kursk region is now under
Ukrainian control, and we
have replenished the exchange
fund,” Zelenskyy wrote on the
social media platform X after
hearing a report from the mil-
itary commander, Col Gen
Oleksandr Syrskyi.

But the gains there come as
Ukraine continues to lose
ground in its eastern Donetsk
region. The Russian Defence
Ministry announced Thursday
that its military has claimed
control of the village of
Mezhove.

Ukraine’s push into Russia
marks the first capture of
Russian territory since World
War I It comes as both sides
in the war use drones to attack
far within enemy lines.

A Ukrainian drone attack
Thursday sparked a fire at a
military facility in southern
Russia as Kyiv pushes its offen-
sive in the Kursk region and
struck key infrastructure
including bridges.

Andrei Bocharov, governor of
the Volgograd region, said
Thursday that a “defence min-
istry facility” was on fire after
being attacked by drones in the
area of Marinovka, in a sign
that Ukraine is not letting up
on its attacks. He did not spec-
ify what was damaged.
Ukraine attacked Russia
overnight with 28 drones,
Russia’s Ministry of Defence
said. Thirteen were shot down
over the Volgograd region,
seven over the Rostov region,
four over the Belgorod region,
two over the Voronezh region,
and one each over the Bryansk
and Kursk regions, the min-
istry said. Russian Telegram
channels said drones attempt-

Poorly trained recruits contribute to loss
of Ukrainian territory on eastern front

AP H KYIV

ome new Ukrainian sol-

diers refuse to fire at the
enemy. Others, according to
commanders and fellow fight-
ers, struggle to assemble
weapons or to coordinate basic
combat movements. A few
have even walked away from
their posts, abandoning the
battlefield altogether.
While Ukraine presses on with
its incursion into Russia’s
Kursk region, its troops are still
losing precious ground along
the country’s eastern front —
a grim erosion that military
commanders blame in part on
poorly trained recruits drawn
from a recent mobilization
drive, as well as Russia’s clear
superiority in ammunition
and air power.
“Some people don’t want to
shoot. They see the enemy in
the firing position in trench-
es but don’t open fire. ... That
is why our men are dying,” said
a frustrated battalion com-
mander in Ukraine’s 47th
Brigade. “When they don’t
use the weapon, they are inef-
fective”
The accounts come from com-
manders and soldiers who
spoke to The Associated Press
on condition of anonymity in
order to speak freely about
sensitive military matters.
Others spoke on the condition
that they be identified only by
their call signs in keeping
with Ukrainian military pro-
tocol.
Commanders say the recruits
have contributed to a string of
territorial losses that enabled
Russia’s army to advance,
including near the city of
Pokrovsk, a critical logistics
hub. If it falls, the defeat would
imperil Ukraine’s defenses and
bring Russia closer to its stat-
ed aim of capturing the
Donetsk region. Russian sol-
diers are now just 10 kilome-
ters (6.2 miles) away.

ed to attack a military air base
near Marinovka in the village
of Oktyabrsky. Videos shared
on Russian social media
showed an explosion in the
night sky, reportedly near the
base. Marinovka is about 300

Adding to Ukraine’s woes are
Russia’s huge advantage in
manpower and its willingness
to accept staggering losses in
return for capturing small
objectives.

The recently conscripted
Ukrainians are a far cry from
the battle-hardened fighters
who flocked to join the war in
the first year of the full-scale
invasion. The new troops lack
even a minimal level of train-
ing, commanders and soldiers
from four brigades defending
the Pokrovsk area said.

They described having to plan
operations with infantry who
are unable to shoot targets and
uninformed about basic
topography. Some recruits
simply lacked faith in the bat-
tle plans of their superiors and
walked away from prepared
positions.

Frustrated with the quality of
the new conscripts sent to the
front line by territorial recruit-
ment centers, commanders
are now seeking to conduct
their own mobilization drives
to better screen and train new
fighters, multiple comman-
ders and soldiers said.

“The main problem is the
survival instinct of newcom-
ers. Before, people could stand
until the last moment to hold
the position. Now, even when
there is light shelling of firing
positions, they are retreating,”
said a soldier with the 110th
Brigade.

Not everyone is turning
around and running away
from battle, he added.

“No, there are motivated peo-
ple, but they are just very, very
few;” he said. “The position is
held as far as there are these
people who are motivated and
committed””

Following the implementa-
tion of a controversial mobi-
lization law in May that estab-
lished clearer regulations for
territorial recruitment cen-
ters, Ukraine is reportedly

km (185 miles) east of the
Ukrainian border and about
the same distance west from
the border with Kazakhstan.
Ukraine claimed responsibili-
ty for the attack.

Ukraine’s Security Service and

drafting tens of thousands of
fighters per month. Demand is
highest in the infantry.

But there are logistical hurdles
to train, equip and pay so
many incoming people, and
commanders constantly
demand new soldiers. To ease
that pressure, military leaders
have had to take units from
brigades in one region and
transfer them to different areas
to stabilize weak spots.

Some point the finger back at
commanders who single out
recent recruits for losses.
Viktor Kevliuk, a military
expert with the Ukraine-based
Center for Defense Strategies
think tank, said the training
offered to recruits is adequate.
He said brigade commanders
“are looking for an explanation
for tactical failures”
“Likewise, the brigade com-
mander has the appropriate
tools to influence morale. If all
these processes are established
in the brigade, there will be no
significant problems. If these
mechanisms fail, we read
about the negativity in social
networks,” he added.

And in intense fights such as
the one in Pokrovsk, “it is the
timely tactical decisions of
commanders that make the
difference, Kevliuk said.

In some instances, terrified
new recruits have fled from the
fight. “This fear creates panic
and chaos,” said the battalion
commander in the 47th
Brigade. “This is also the rea-
son we have lost”

The loss of the village of
Prohres last month in the
Pokrovsk region is the most
recent example of territorial
loss blamed on new recruits,
commanders said. Units from
the 31st Brigade left in a poor-
ly coordinated frenzy, prompt-
ing the 47th Brigade to enter
the battle and attempt to sta-
bilize the line. A similar sce-
nario unfolded in the village of
Ocheretyne in May.

the Special Operation Forces of
the Armed Forces of Ukraine
conducted the drone attack
Wednesday night striking the
Marinovka airfield in Russia, a
law enforcement official told
The Associated Press. The offi-

Drone attacks on
military facility
in southern
Russia spark fire

Kyiv (AP): A drone attack
sparked a fire at a military
facility in the Volgograd region
of southern Russia on
Thursday, regional officials
and the country’s Ministry of
Defence said. Regional
Volgograd Governor Andrei
Bocharov said on Telegram
that a “defense ministry facil-
ity” was on fire after being
attacked with drones in the
area of Marinovka. There were
no casualties, he said.
Bocharov did not specify what
was damaged but Russian
Telegram channels said that
drones attempted to attack a
military air base near
Marinovka in the village of
Oktyabrsky. Ukraine did not
acknowledge the attack but it
comes as Ukraine has intensi-
fied its attacks on Russia, with
a ground offensive into the
Russian region of Kursk and
drone attacks that targeted
Moscow on Wednesday in
what the capital’s mayor called
one of the largest done attacks
to date since Russia’s all-out
invasion of Ukraine in
February 2022. Videos shared
on Russian social media chan-
nels showed thick black smoke
rising from the air base and an
explosion in the night sky
reportedly near the base.
Marinovka is about 300 kilo-
meters (185 miles) east of the
Ukrainian border and about
the same distance west from
the border with Kazakhstan.

cial spoke on condition of
anonymity because he was not
authorised to speak publicly.
The attack came as the ground
offensive in Russia’s Kursk
region rattles the Kremlin.
The daring operation could
involve as many as 10,000
Ukrainian troops backed by
armour and artillery, military
analysts say.

The Baza Telegram channel,
which is close to Russian law
enforcement, said one drone
was taken down several km
(miles) from the airfield near
Marinovka and that wreckage
from another fell on a trailer
near the air base, causing it to
catch fire.
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Putin meets Li as Moscow,

Beljing

ussian President Vladimir

Putin met with Chinese
premier Li Qiang Wednesday,
hailing growing trade relations
as Moscow becomes increas-
ingly dependent on Beijing for
political and economic support.
“Our trade relations are devel-
oping, developing successfully
... The attention that the gov-
ernments of the two countries
on both sides are paying to
trade and economic ties is
yielding results,” Putin said at
the meeting in the Kremlin.
He also said that Russia and
China have developed “large-
scale plans” for economic and
other projects.
“Chinese-Russian relations are
at an unprecedentedly high
level,” said Li, who earlier had
met with his Russian counter-
part, Prime Minister Mikhail
Mishustin.
The meeting took place as
Russia struggled to push back
a Ukrainian incursion into the
Kursk region now in its third
week. And overnight, Moscow
experienced one of the largest

waves of drone attacks on the
Russian capital since the start
of the Ukraine conflict.
Russian news reports did not
indicate whether Putin and Li
discussed Ukraine.

China has tried to position
itself as neutral in the Ukraine
conflict, but it shares with
Russia high animosity toward
the West.

After Western countries
imposed heavy sanctions on
Russian oil in response to
Russia sending troops into
Ukraine in February 2022,
China strongly stepped up its

T

deepenthewnes

purchase of Russian oil,
increasing its influence in
Russia. Putin underlined the
importance of China by meet-
ing in Beijing with Chinese
leader Xi Jinping soon after
being inaugurated for a fifth
term in the Kremlin.

A US. intelligence assessment
released this year indicates that
China has significantly
increased sales to Russia of
machine tools, microelectron-
ics and other technology
Moscow uses to produce mis-
siles, tanks, aircraft and other
weaponry.

Another case filed against
Hasina, aides in B’desh

PTI H DHAKA

Acase was filed on Thursday
against Bangladesh’s
deposed prime minister Sheikh
Hasina and 46 others over the
killing of a hawker in the
national capital during the
recent mass protests, taking the
number of cases against her
after her ouster to 45.

The case was filed in Ashulia
Police Station following a court
order, the state-run BSS news
agency reported.

Md Mojibul Hossain, a relative
of the victim, Shaon, filed the
complaint with the court of
Dhaka Senior Judicial
Magistrate Rabeya Sultana. The
court, after recording the state-
ment of the complainant, asked
the officer in charge of Ashulia
Police Station to accept the
matter as a first information
report (FIR), the report said.
According to the case docu-

| S

ment, Shaon joined the anti-
discrimination street protest on
July 4 during which he got shot
at and succumbed to his
injuries the same day.

With this case, Hasina is now
facing 45 cases against her,
including 28 for murder, four

for crimes against humanity
and genocide, and one for
abduction. Besides, she is also
facing seven other cases filed
against her with the
International Crimes Tribunal.
Hasina fled to India on August
5 after resigning from her post
amidst unprecedented anti-
government student-led
protests.

The Hasina-led government
was replaced by an interim gov-
ernment, and 84-year-old
Nobel laureate Muhammad
Yunus was named its Chief
Adviser.

Over 230 people were killed in
Bangladesh in the incidents of
violence that erupted across the
country following the fall of the
Hasina government, taking the
death toll to more than 600
since the massive protest by
students against a controversial
quota system in government
jobs first started in mid-July.

Former ISI chief’s close aide

f

Lahore (PTI): A close aide of
Pakistans former ISI chief Lt
General (Retd) Faiz Hameed,
who has been in the Pakistan
Army’s custody on corruption
and other changes, has fled the
country to evade arrest, accord-
ing to a media report.

Mobhsin Habib Warriach, who is
said to have managed major
business deals for Gen Hameed
in Pakistan and abroad, has
reportedly fled to the UK, Samaa
TV reported.

Several military officers and
some civilians have been taken
into custody in connection with
the alleged links with Hameed.
Federal Interior Minister
Mohsin Naqvi didnt confirm
nor deny reports about
Warriach’s leaving the country.
Gen Hameed is facing court-
martial proceedings for misus-
ing his position to extort money
from a private housing society
and his role in May 9 attacks on
military installations and his
close ties with jailed former
prime minister Imran Khan are
also being probed. Khan feared
that Gen Hameed might be
used against him as an approver

ees Pakistan amid probe

so that he could be tried at a mil-
itary court. Warraich, son of for-
mer federal minister retired
Maj Habibullah Warraich,
reportedly left the country for
the UK before the arrest of
Hameed. According to the
report, Warriach, a central fig-
ure in the multi-billion rupees
scam at the National Insurance
Company Limited, has been
managing major business deals
for Hameed since 2014. He was
the frontman of Hameed in
securing business deals for the
former spymaster.

Gen Hameed led the ISI (Inter-
Services Intelligence) during
Khan’s administration from
2019 to 2021 before taking early
retirement in December 2022.
Hameed was arrested following
action in the complaint of a pri-
vate property developer over
alleged misuse of official author-
ity. According to the report,
Warriach travelled the world on
behalf of Hameed, acting as his
de facto representative, negoti-
ating and executing deals, often
introducing himself as an arms
dealer working for the Pakistan
Army.

Imran’s party defers power show
in Islamabad till next month

PTI H ISLAMABAD

he Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf

party on Thursday post-
poned its planned rally in the
capital here until next month on
the direction of its founder and
jailed former premier Imran
Khan after the government
refused to permit the demon-
stration.
Party leader Azam Swati said
while talking to the media out-
side the Adiala Jail Rawalpindi
where he along with party
leader Gohar Khan met Khan.
“The rally has been rescheduled
and now will be held on
September 8 as directed by
Imran Khan,” Swati made the
announcement, adding that the
government also agreed to the
new date.
He also quoted Khan as saying
that the party workers, who
were already out on the road to
reach the venue, should go
back. The announcement comes
as the capital city was tense due
to the threat by the Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf party (PTI)
leaders to go ahead with its plan

to hold the rally in Islamabad
despite the governments refusal
to give permission. The govern-
ment closed all schools in
Islamabad and also blocked all
main entries to the city by plac-
ing shipping containers on
roads to stop the movement of
the PTT workers. There were
reports of traffic jams and long
queues of vehicles on the inter-
city roads which were still open.
PTTI had sought to hold a power
show after months of political
wrangling over the cases against
its party chief and former pre-
mier Khan and other leaders.
However, the government can-

celled its no-objection certificate
(NOC) at the last minute.
Islamabad Chief Commissioner
Muhammad Ali Randhawa on
Wednesday issued an order,
stating that he was immediate-
ly suspending the NOC issued
on July 31 by the deputy com-
missioner to hold a rally, elab-
orating that it was unsafe to
allow the PTT rally given the
current situation. Separately,
the Punjab Home Department
imposed Section 144 across the
province in light of “the prevail-
ing law and order situation and
security threats” and it prohib-
ited gatherings, sits-in, rallies,
demonstrations, protests and
similar activities across Punjab
with effect from Thursday to
Saturday.

Officials feared violence and
possible sit-ins if the PTT was
allowed to bring thousands of
supporters to the capital because
it has a history of such protests.
It staged a 126-day-long sit-in in
Islamabad in 2014, while on
May 9, 2023, the party held a
violent protest when Khan was
arrested.

Thousands of Indonesmns attempt to storm pari
Il
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AP H JAKARTA

Thousands of protesters
attempted to storm
Indonesia’s parliament
Thursday, tearing down a sec-
tion of fence and throwing
stones at police, and forcing the
legislature to delay a vote on
controversial changes to elec-
tion laws that could further
enhance the political influ-
ence of outgoing President
Joko Widodo.

Parliament was to meet in an
emergency session in order to
overturn one decision made by
the country’s Constitutional
Court on election procedures,
while amending another.
Protesters held banners and
signs, while others started a fire
and burned tires.

The Constitutional Court court
on Tuesday dismissed a chal-
lenge to an age limit that pre-
vents people younger than 30

for running for regional gover-
norships, which would prevent
the Widodo’s 29-year-old
youngest son, Kaesang
Pangarep, from running in a
regional contest in Central
Java.

The court also made it easier
for political parties to nominate

candidates by cutting back a
requirement that they hold
20% of a local legislature.

Parliament passed an emer-
gency motion to changing the
minimum age to serve as gov-
ernor to 30 at the time of inau-
guration and further ease nom-
ination requirements on

Wednesday, and planned to rat-
ify the vote in a plenary session
on Thursday.

The moves triggered wide-
spread condemnation on local
social media and raised con-
cerns about a potential consti-
tutional crisis. The legislature
was forced to delay the vote
after failing to achieve a quo-
rum. Widodo’s eldest son,
Gibran Rakabuming Raka, is
the incoming vice-president
after the same court created an
exception to the age limit for
the post for former regional
leaders, while Widodo’s broth-
er-in-law was serving as chief
justice. He was criticised for
participating in a case involv-
ing a close relative and later dis-
missed. Activists, students,
workers, and a number of
Indonesian celebrities and
musicians also joined the
protest, voicing concerns about
democracy in Indonesia.

Protests were also reported in
other big cities, including
Bandung, Yogyakarta, Surabaya
and Makassar.

In Yogyakarta, at least 1,000
protestors including students
and workers rallied in front of
Yogyakarta’s Parliament build-
ing, the state palace and the
city’s ceremonial centre. Their
demands included voting down
the regional election bill,
respecting the Constitutional
Courts ruling and rejecting
political dynasties.

The simultaneous protests in
the major cities showed anger
at Parliament’s efforts to over-
ruled the Constitutional Court
decision to allow more candi-
dates to compete in the region-
al elections, said Yoes Kenawas,
a political analyst at Atma Jaya
Catholic University. “They also
opposed the dynastic politics
carried out by President
Jokowi,” Kenawas said.

Pakistani man to
remain in officers’
custody over
misinformation that
sparked riots in UK

AP H LAHORE

Acourt in Pakistan on
Thursday allowed investi-
gators to question a man in
their custody for four more
days about his role in spread-
ing misinformation that
sparked widespread rioting in
the UK earlier this month,
officials said.

The court’s decision came a day
after authorities charged the
suspect Farhan Asif, 32, with
cyber terrorism following his
arrest from his home in Lahore,
the capital of eastern Punjab
province.

Asif, who is a freelance web
developer, was produced before
the court amid tight security.
He was not allowed to talk to
the media.

Kiran Mugeem, a prosecutor
for the Federal Investigation
Agency;, told the court that Asif
did not cooperate with officers
after the same court the previ-
ous day allowed them to ques-
tion him for a day. They
demanded his custody for two
weeks but the court said it
would only allow it for four
more days.

Mugeem later told reporters
that Asif disseminated fake
news and caused riots in
England. Asif was handcuffed
and wearing blue shalwar
kameez garments when
brought to the court.

His lawyer Rana Rizwan told
reporters that the court
remanded his client into the
custody of the federal agency in
a hurry and without hearing
him. “We were informed by the
court that the case of Asif
would be taken up after lunch
break. But the court took up the
matter before the lunch break,
and allowed FIA to keep him in
their custody;” Rizwan said.
Asif is accused of spreading
misinformation from YouTube
and Facebook about the British
teenage suspect in a stabbing
attack that killed three girls and
injured 10 other people on July
29 at a dance class in Northwest
England.
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PTI ® COLOMBO

Slamming the Sri Lankan
government for violating
the fundamental rights of cit-
izens, the Supreme Court on
Thursday ordered it to hold
the long-postponed local
council elections as soon as
possible.

The ruling by a five-member
bench of the apex court came
in response to four fundamen-
tal rights petitions filed by the
Opposition and civil society
groups. Elections for over 340
local councils were postponed
since early last year.

The court found that the
members of the independent
election commission and
President Ranil
Wickremesinghe, in his capac-
ity as finance minister, had
violated the fundamental
rights of citizens by failing to
hold the elections.

The local elections, initially
scheduled for March 9 last
year, were not held due to the

Lanka SC orders govt
to hold postponed
election soon

Treasury’s claim that it could-
n’t fund the election expendi-
ture amidst the ongoing eco-
nomic crisis. However, the
court rejected the argument,
stating that the Treasury had
not provided sufficient evi-
dence to support its claim of
a total inability to hold the
election. “Other than referring
to the economic crisis and dif-
ficulties faced, the affidavit of
the secretary to the Treasury
and Ministry of Finance has
not averred sufficient materi-
al to indicate a total inability
to hold the election,” the court
said. In an interim order, the
court directed the Treasury to
allocate the necessary funds for
the local council election,
which had already been bud-
geted for. The court empha-
sised that the local council
election must be conducted by
the elections commission with-
out disrupting the preparations
for other elections, including
the presidential election sched-
uled for September 21.
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India sustains growth momentum

Set to achieve 6.5-7% growth: FinMin Report

PTI W NEW DELHI

economic

India’s

momentum

remains intact despite a somewhat

erratic monsoon,

and real GDP

growth of 6.5-7 per cent projected in

the Economic Survey

seems

appropriate, a finance ministry

report said on Thursday.

According to the Monthly Economic
Review for July, the Indian economy
has sustained its momentum in the

first four months of FY25.

Goods and Services Tax collections
in the first four months of FY25
underwent a level shift pushed up by
the widening of the tax base and
heightened economic activity, the
report released by the finance

ministry said.

“The resilience of domestic activity
is also reflected in the strong
performance of the manufacturing

and services sector purchasing Budget FY25 has laid out a glide
managers’ indices. The path of fiscal consolidation.
manufacturing growth has been Supported by strong revenue

driven by expansion in demand
conditions, a rise in new export
orders and growth in output prices,”

it said.

On the fiscal front, it said, the Union

projected to decline.

collection, discipline in revenue
expenditure, and robust economic
performance, the fiscal deficit is

At the same time, it said, capital

September

1

expenditure is maintained at high
levels, supporting the fledgling
private investment cycle.

Retail inflation decreased to 3.5 per
cent in July 2024, the lowest since
2019,
moderation in food inflation, it said,
adding that steady progress in the

southwest monsoon has supported
kharif sowing.

Replenishing water levels in the
reservoir bodes well for the current
kharif and upcoming rabi crop

driven by

production and this will further aid
in reducing food inflation in the
coming montbhs, it said.

“On balance,
momentum remains intact. Despite
a somewhat
reservoirs have been replenished.
Manufacturing and services sectors
are expanding, according to the
Purchasing Managers’ indices,” it
said. Tax collections, especially
indirect
transactions, are growing healthily,
and so is bank credit, it said.
“Inflation is
exports of both goods and services
are doing better than they did last
year. Stock markets are holding on
to their
investment is looking up as gross
inflows are rising,” it said.

As of now, it said, the projection of
real GDP growth of 6.5-7.0 per cent
for FY25, made in the Economic
Survey
appropriate.

India’s economic

erratic monsoon,

taxes, which reflect

moderating, and

levels. Foreign direct

for 2023-24, seems

money 10

India’s steel sector tech investment
likely to hit USD 2.7 bn by 2030: Report

PTI W NEW DELHI

The investments in process
and digital technologies
across the steel value chain in
the country are expected to
grow up to USD 2.7 billion by
2030, according to a report.
These  investments  will
advance technological
capabilities and drive progress
toward a more efficient and
sustainable mining and steel
industry, the FICCI-Deloitte
Report said on Thursday.
“The investment in process
and digital technologies
across the steel value chain in
India is projected to increase
from USD 1-1.2 billion in
2024 to USD 2.3-2.7 billion by
2030, excluding  ERP
upgrades,” said the report on
‘Automation, Digitalisation
and Technology Integration
for the Indian Mining and
Steel sector’.

The year 2030 is significant
for the domestic steel
industry as the government’s
National Steel Policy 2017
aims to scale up India’s
installed steel-making
capacity to 300 million tonne
by 2030.

As per the report, the per
capita steel consumption is
anticipated to reach 160 kg by
2030 and around 220 kg by
2047.

Digital tools can help to
enhance compliance with

environmental regulations
through  better  energy
efficiency and emission
monitoring, it said.
Furthermore,
technologies  offer  the
flexibility and scalability
necessary to adapt to market
changes, drive innovation,
and improve worker safety,
the report noted.

digital

Integrating digital
technologies across the value
chain can thus unlock

transformative capabilities, it

said.

Rajib Maitra, Partner, Deloitte
India, said, “The Indian
mining and steel sector is on a
transformative path, spurred
by innovations in AI and

digital technologies. The
operators, on the ground, face
practical ~ challenges like

integrating new systems with
legacy infrastructures and
managing the costs associated
with technological upgrades.”
Gajraj Singh Rathore, Co-
Chair, FICCI Steel Committee
said “By fostering a culture of
innovation, tech adoption,
digitalisation and
partnerships, we can
collectively shape a resilient,
prosperous and sustainable
future for all”

Rupee falls 4 paise to close
at 83.94 against US dollar

RUPEEZ VS DOLLAR $ [ ¢
I

PTI ® MUMBAI

The rupee traded in a
narrow range and settled
lower by 4 paise at 83.94
(provisional) against the
American  currency  on
Thursday, as relentless dollar
demand from importers and
relentless  foreign  fund
outflows dampened investor
sentiments.

However, a positive trend in
domestic equities and lower
global crude oil prices
supported the domestic
currency and restricted its
fall, forex traders said.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
unit opened weak at 83.93
and touched an intraday low
of 83.97 against the US dollar.
The domestic currency finally
settled at 83.94 (provisional),
4 paise lower from its
previous close.

On Wednesday, the rupee fell
13 paise to 83.90 against the
US dollar.

“We expect the rupee to trade
with a slight negative bias on
outflows by foreign investors
and demand for the
greenback by importers.
However, a positive tone in
the domestic markets and

1 USD = 83.94 INR*

83.77

L
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*Provisional
declining global crude oil
prices may support the

rupee;” said Anuj Choudhary
- Research Analyst at

Sharekhan by BNP Paribas.
Traders will now take cues
from the weekly
unemployment claims,
existing home sales and PMI
data from the US.

“Investors  may  remain

cautious ahead of Fed Chair
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Jerome Powell’s speech at
Jackson Hole Symposium for
any cues on rate cuts by the
central bank. USD/INR spot
price is expected to trade in a
range of Rs 83.75 to Rs 84.20,
Choudhary added.
Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of six
currencies, was trading 0.19
per cent higher at 101.23.

Expect scooter segment
to account for ovep
40% of two-wheelep
sales, says TUS Motor

PTI M NEW DELHI
Company

TVS Motor
expects the  scooter

segment to grow further and
account for around 40 per
cent of the overall two-
wheeler sales, its CEO KN

Radhakrishnan  said on
Thursday.
The company, which on

Thursday introduced the new

Jupiter 110, said it has
outpaced the industry in
scooter  sales with a

compound annual growth
rate (CAGR) of 12 per cent
compared with the industry’s
8 per cent.

“Scooter category share is
currently around 32 per cent.
I am a firm believer that the
scooter segment will
substantially expand, it may
even go to 40 per cent and
above, that's my expectation,’
Radhakrishnan told
reporters.

He noted that the share of the
scooter segment is witnessing
growth in both urban and
rural regions.

“We are confident that the
Jupiter 110 with its many
first-in-segment features will
further build our position in
the two-wheeler market,
Radhakrishnan stated.

Sensex rises 147 points, Nifty ends

above 24,800 on firm global trend
AUGUST 22, 2024

CHANGE: +14T.80 [+0.18%)

PTI W MUMBAI

Benchmark BSE Sensex
rose by 147 points to settle
above 81,000 level while Nifty
closed above 24,800 following
buying in  commodity,
telecom and consumer stocks
amid a firm trend in global
markets.

Rising for the third straight
day, the 30-share BSE Sensex
rose by 147.89 points or 0.18
per cent to close at 81,053.19,
registering gains for the third
day in a row. During the day,
it climbed 331.15 points to hit
an intra-day  high  of
81,236.45.

Extending gains to a sixth
session in a row, the NSE
Nifty went up by 41.30 points
or 0.17 per cent to end at a
two-week high of 24,811.50.
Bharti Airtel was the biggest
gainer in the Sensex pack,
rising 1.63 per cent, followed
by Tata Steel, ICICI Bank,
Titan, Asian Paints and
Ultratech Cements.

On the other hand, M&M,
NTPC, Tata Motors, TCS and
PowerGrid were the major
losers.

“The  domestic  market
witnessed modest gains
owing to the positive global

Prawious Day
Clase

o

GAINERS

sentiments. Particularly, the
recent signs of weakness in
the US non-farm payroll data
have strengthened the case for
potential interest rate cuts in
September;,” Vinod Nair, Head
of Research at Geojit
Financial Services said.

In the broader market, the
BSE smallcap gauge jumped
0.47 per cent, and the midcap
index climbed 0.67 per cent.
“Markets are closely
monitoring global indices for
direction, and the recent
pause in US markets ahead of
the Jackson Hole Symposium
is leading to some caution
locally also,” Ajit Mishra -
SVP, Research, Religare

Today's
Closing

B1.053.19

Broking Ltd said.

“Investors are waiting for the
outcome of the Fed chair’s
speech at the Jackson Hole
meeting on Friday, which
could provide some
indication on whether the Fed
would announce a rate cut
next month” Prashanth
Tapse, Senior VP (Research),
Mehta Equities Ltd, said.

Among the indices,
Telecommunication surged
by 1.60 per cent,

Commodities by 1 per cent,
Consumer Durables by 0.91
per cent, Services by 0.70 per
cent, FMCG by 0.59 per cent,
Metal by 0.57 per cent and
Realty by 0.49 per cent.

Utilities, Power, Oil & Gas,
Energy and IT were the
laggards

In the broader
market, Awfis Space Solutions
jumped 9.54 per cent to close
at Rs 863.25 apiece. In the
intraday trade, it advanced
19.99 per cent to hit its 52-
week high of Rs 945.70 after
the company expanded its
footprint in Bengaluru.
Indian Renewable Energy
Development Agency Ltd
shares rallied more than 7 per
cent after the company said its
board will consider a proposal
to raise up to Rs 4,500 crore
through issuance of shares.
On the other hand, scrip of
Adani Power fell a little over 3
per cent amid media reports
that the promoters of the
company may sell stakes in
Adani Power and Ambuja
Cements to trim debt.
In Asian markets, Tokyo,
Seoul and Hong Kong closed
with gains, while Shanghai
ended in the negative
territory on Thursday.
European markets were
trading with significant gains
in the mid-session deals.
The US stock markets gained
in overnight trade on
Wednesday.

(old loan market projected to double in
5 years to 314.19 lakh crore: PwC India

PTI ® NEW DELHI

ndia’s organised gold loan

market is projected to
double in next five years to Rs
14.19 lakh crore despite
expected moderation in
growth due to stricter
regulations, said a PwC India
report.
In fiscal 2023-24, the
organised gold loan market
demonstrated  substantial
growth, reaching a valuation
of Rs 7.1 lakh crore, according
to the report titled ‘Striking
gold: The rise of India’s gold
loan market’ .
“It is expected to reach
around Rs 14.19 lakh crore by
FY 2029 at a five-year CAGR
of 14.85 per cent,” it said.
Indian families own massive

quantities of gold, estimated
at 25,000 tonne. Existing gold

holdings ~ with  Indian
households are valued at
roughly Rs 126 lakh crore, the
report said.

It further said the gold loan
market is poised to see
moderate growth over the
next two years, as gold lenders
are facing increased scrutiny
from regulatory authorities

regarding loan-to-value
(LTV) maintenance and
auction-related procedures.
“The second-largest player in
the gold loan market being
inactive would have an
impact on market growth in
FY25) the report said.

Also, the RBI’s advisory to
NBFCs on cash disbursement,
which limits the amount of
cash disbursal to Rs 20,000,
could push customers to rely
on the unorganised sector.
The regulator has also raised
concerns about the evaluation
process for lending activities
through fintech startups.

The increased regulatory
scrutiny and revised
guidelines have led to a dip in
the share prices of leading
NBECs, PwC said.

GoM on GST rate rationalisation discusses tax cut for some items

PTI W NEW DELHI

The ministerial panel on
GST rate rationalisation
on Thursday  broadly
converged towards retaining a
4-tier slab structure and asked
the committee of tax officers
to analyse the implication of
tinkering rates on some items
and present it before the GST
council.

The issue of GST on health
and life insurance was also
raised by some states in the
meeting of the Group of
Ministers (GoM) on rate
rationalisation and referred to
the fitment committee,
comprising central and state
tax officers, for further data
analysis.

The suggestions of the GoM
will be taken up on the
September 9 meeting of the
GST Council headed by
Union Finance Minister

Nirmala Sitharaman and
comprising state
counterparts.

Talking to reporters after the
first meeting of the GoM
under his convenorship, Bihar
Deputy  Chief  Minister
Samrat Chaudhary said,
“Some GoM members are
demanding that there should
be no change in tax slabs
under GST”.

“More  discussions  will
happen, and then only a final
decision will be taken,
Chaudhary said, adding the
GoM has received
representations from
restaurants, beverages and
online gaming sectors, which
will be reviewed and some of
them will be sent to the
Fitment committee.

West Bengal Finance Minister
Chandrima  Bhattacharya
stated, “I have said there
should be no changes in the

GST slab. A presentation will
be made before the Council’.

The next GoM meeting will
be held after the September 9
Council meeting, she added.

Asked if the GoM deliberated
on reducing 4 slabs to 3,
Bhattacharya said, “That will
not happen for now. Slabs will
be retained at 5, 12, 18, and 28
per cent. This will be

reviewed by the Council

»

Asked if there was discussion
on tinkering with slabs,
Karnataka Revenue Minister
Krishna Byre Gowda said that
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) has broadly stabilised.

“So why disturb it.. What do
you achieve by disturbing it?
We said in the next meeting

that we will discuss it
(reducing slabs),” she added.
On health and life insurance
taxation, Byre Gowda said,
“We have asked for further
report (from fitment
committee). We are not sure if
it’s part of the agenda”.

The Opposition has been
demanding the removal of
GST on health and life
insurance premiums, which
attract an 18 per cent rate.
Sitharaman had earlier this
month said that tax was levied
on insurance premiums even
before the imposition of GST,
and GST revenues are shared
between the Centre and
states.

Gowda said the GoM had
asked for a break up of
changes in tax rates on some
items. “What will be the
implication of tax rates going
up or down on those items,”
he said.

POWERGRID

PNS B NEW DELHI

ower Grid Corporation of

India Limited
(POWERGRID) — a
Maharatna CPSU  under
Ministry of Power has acquired
two Project Special Purpose
Vehicles (SPVs) viz Sirohi
Transmission Limited and
Beawar-Mandsaur
Transmission Limited on
August 22, 2024. The purpose
is for the Transmission System
Projects for evacuation of
power from Rajasthan REZ
Phase IV (Part 2: 5.5 GW)
(Jaisalmer/ Barmer Complex):
Part B and Part Drespectively
from the Bid Process
Coordinator PFC Consulting
Limited  (PFCCL)  after
competing with various private

acquires STL

—

sector players and emerging as
successful bidder in Tariff
Based Competitive Bidding
(TBCB) process.

Sirohi Transmission Limited

shall implement a
Transmission System
comprising establishment of
new 765/400 kV sub-station
near Sirohi in Rajasthan,
765kV & 400kV  D/C
Transmission  Lines  and
associated bays extension
works at existing substation in
the state of Rajasthan.

Adopt more supportive, empathetic approach towards MSMES, lenders told

PTI B MUMBAI

eserve Bank Deputy

Governor Swaminathan J
has asked financial
institutions to adopt a more
sensitive and empathetic
approach towards MSMEs,
and deploy supportive
measures like restructuring
options for loans, to support
the sector which plays a key
role in the economy.
In a speech at the Annual
Day of the Foreign Exchange
Dealers Association of India
(FEDAI) here, the deputy
governor said MSMEs face
challenges like access to
affordable finance, delayed
payments,  infrastructure
bottlenecks, and

requirements of compliance,
among others.

The journey of Indias
economic transformation
cannot be complete without
the robust development of
the MSME sector.

“MSMEs are not just the
backbone of our economy,
they are the engines of
growth, innovation, and
employment,” he said at the
event held on Wednesday.
However, for these
enterprises to truly thrive
and scale up, the financial
sector must step up with
innovative solutions,
sensitivity, and a forward-

looking approach,
Swaminathan said.
“This is not just about

providing credit; it’s about
enabling these enterprises

compete  globally, drive
exports, and contribute to

the nation’s goal of becoming
a developed economy by
2047.  While financial
instruments and support

mechanisms are crucial, the
way we engage with the
MSME sector, our sensitivity
to their challenges and our
commitment to their success,
will ultimately determine the
strength and sustainability of
this partnership,” he said.
The deputy governor also
emphasised that considering
the key role that MSMEs play
in the economy, the financial
sector should adopt a more
sensitive and empathetic
approach towards them.
“While financial discipline is
crucial, the unique
challenges faced by MSMEs,
such as low capital base, lack
of scale, cash flow constraints
from delayed payments,
fluctuating market

conditions, and external
economic pressures,
necessitate a more nuanced
approach to assessment as
well as follow-up,” he said.
While timely repayment of
dues is crucial to maintain
the health of the financial
system, financial institutions
should focus on deploying
supportive measures such as
restructuring options, grace
periods, and  tailored
repayment plans that give
MSMEs the breathing space
they need to recover and get
back on track while
encountering difficult
situations, the senior official
said at the event attended by
representatives of financial
sector, among others.
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Utsav’'s dance festival weaves timeless tales of India’s soul

PIONEER CULTURE DESK

n a grand celebration of India's rich

cultural heritage, the Utsav

Educational and Cultural Society,

led by the illustrious Ranjana
Gauhar, marked its 37th anniversary
with the 19th edition of the ‘Saare Jahan
Se Accha' Classical Dance Festival. The
festival brought to life the timeless beauty
of classical dance, enchanting audiences
with performances that were both a
tribute to tradition and a call to preserve
the cultural legacy for future generations.
The Utsav Educational and Cultural
Society, renowned for its unwavering
dedication to preserving and promoting
India's classical dance and music
traditions, particularly Odissi, celebrated
its 37th anniversary with the 19th edition
of the ‘Saare Jahan Se Accha' Classical
Dance Festival. The festival offered a rich
tapestry of performances that paid
homage to the nation's cultural heritage.
Over the years, Utsav Educational and
Cultural ~ Society has  become
synonymous with excellence in the
promotion of Indian classical arts.
Beyond the ‘Saare Jahan Se Accha’
festival, Utsav organises several major
annual dance festivals, including
Unbound Beats of India, Su-Tarang, and
World Dance Day, each offering a
platform for artists to showcase their
talent and celebrate the beauty of dance.

Through these festivals, Utsav continues
to foster a deeper appreciation for India's
cultural heritage, ensuring that the
traditions of classical dance are passed
on to future generations. As Utsav marks
its 37th year, the legacy of Smt. Ranjana
Gauhar  and  her  unwavering
commitment to the arts remains as
vibrant as ever, inspiring artists and
audiences alike.

Ranjana Gauhar, the visionary founder of
Utsav Educational and Cultural Society, is
a distinguished figure in the Indian
classical dance community. A recipient of
the prestigious Padma Shri and the
Sangeet Natak Akademi (SNA) Award,
Gauhar has dedicated her life to the art of
Odissi. Her contributions to Indian
classical dance are profound, extending

THE UTSAV EDUCATIONAL AND
CULTURAL SOCIETY, RENOWNED FOR
ITS UNWAVERING DEDICATION TO
PRESERVING AND PROMOTING
INDIA’S CLASSICAL DANCE AND
MUSIC TRADITIONS, PARTICULARLY

ODISSI, CELEBRATED ITS 37TH

ANNIVERSARY WITH THE 19TH
EDITION OF THE “SAARE JAHAN SE

ACCHA’ CLASSICAL DANCE FESTIVAL.

Photos: Pankaj Kumar

beyond performances to include teaching,
choreographing, and organising cultural
festivals that showcase the richness of
India's dance traditions.

Under her leadership, Utsav has become
a beacon of cultural preservation,
offering a platform for both seasoned
and emerging artists. The ‘Saare Jahan Se
Accha’ Classical Dance Festival, one of
Utsav's flagship events, is a testament to
her commitment to keeping the flame of
Indian classical dance burning bright.

A TWO-DAY CELEBRATION OF DANCE
AND CULTURE

The highlight of the first evening was
an enchanting Odissi dance drama
titled "Ksheer Sagar," choreographed
and performed by Utsav's Repertory

under the artistic direction of Guru
Ranjana Gauhar. The dance drama,
which depicted the mythological
narratives of Chandrabhaga and
Matsya  Avatar, captivated the
audience. Through intricate
choreography and evocative
storytelling, the performance
underscored the timeless relevance of
ancient tales, particularly emphasizing
the importance of water conservation
and environmental preservation.

The second day of the festival
continued to enthrall audiences with
solo performances by senior disciples
of renowned dance gurus. The event
was inaugurated in the presence of
distinguished ~ guests,  including
Ambassador Bhaswati Mukherjee and
Shri Sunit Tandon. Esteemed artists
such as Dr. Ananda Shankar Jayant,
Smt. Geeta Chandran, and Smt.
Shobhana Pillai were among those
honored for their outstanding
contributions to Indian classical dance.
The one of a kind cultural event
featured a diverse range of classical
dance forms, including Odissi,
Bharatnatyam, Kathak, and Manipuri,
performed by the disciples of
illustrious gurus. Each performance
was a testament to the depth and
diversity of India's classical dance
heritage, leaving the audience
spellbound.

Shadow puppetry, a captivating

and  ancient form  of
storytelling,  has  charmed
audiences across the world for
centuries. This remarkable art
form wuses intricately crafted
leather puppets cast against a
translucent screen, illuminated
from behind to create dramatic
shadows that bring age-old tales to
life. Originating in India and
spreading to various parts of Asia,
shadow puppetry is more than just
a visual spectacle, it is a profound
method of passing down cultural
values and traditions through
generations.
The exhibition Chhaya, The
Shadow of Leather Puppets and
Storytelling, presented by the

Management of Art Treasures of
India (MATI),

EMBRACING SHADOWS
THE ENDURING LEGACY OF LEATHER PUPPETS

Shadow Puppetry, an ancient art that uses leather figures and light to tell stories, continues to captivate with its unique charm. The exhibition "Chhaya, The Shadow of Leather Puppets
and Storytelling," presented by MATI, invites visitors to explore this fascinating tradition from Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka, says SAKSHI PRIYA

Parvati,
offers a rare

complete with
vahanas, Nandi and Tiger. These

their

ancient

era, bridging the gap between
traditions and

Photos: Pankaj Kumar

a deep respect for both historical
preservation  and  modern
relevance.

opportunity to explore the rich
heritage of this timeless art form.
The exhibition showcases a
stunning collection of shadow
puppets from Andhra Pradesh and
Karnataka. Each puppet is a tribute
to the skill and artistry of the
creators, adhering to traditional
iconography and narrative styles
rooted in classical texts.

As visitors stroll through the
exhibition, they encounter a
diverse array of puppets, including
revered figures like Lord Ram,
Lakshman, Maa Sita, Hanuman
and the formidable demon
Ravana. The display also features
depictions of Lord Shiva and Mata

puppets, adorned with vibrant
colours and intricate details,
provide a vivid glimpse into the
epic stories of the Ramayana and
Mahabharata.

The exhibition thoughtfully
highlights the differences between
the shadow puppets of Andhra
Pradesh and Karnataka. The
Andhra puppets, known as Tholu
Bommalata, are celebrated for
their grandeur and elaborate
design, while the Karnataka
puppets or Togalu Gombeyaata,
are distinguished by their bold
outlines and dramatic expressions.
This side-by-side presentation
allows visitors to appreciate the

unique characteristics of each
regional style and understand the
cultural significance behind them.
One of the most striking aspects of
Chhaya is its emphasis on the
ongoing evolution of shadow
puppetry. While deeply rooted in
tradition, the art form is not static.

Contemporary artists and
performers are reimagining
shadow puppetry, infusing it with
modern themes and innovative
techniques to reach  new
audiences. This dynamic approach
ensures that shadow puppetry
remains relevant in the modern

contemporary artistic expression.

The success of this exhibition is an
attestation to the vision and
dedication of Siddhartha Tagore,
the Founder-Trustee of MATIL.
Tagore, who established MATI in
2012, has long been a champion of
Indian art. His earlier venture, Art
Konsult, aimed to promote Indian
contemporary  art  globally.
Through MATI, he has continued
to broaden perspectives and
highlight the importance of
preserving India’s fading
traditional and folk arts. His
commitment is evident in the
meticulous curation and
presentation of Chhaya, reflecting

In reflecting on the exhibition, it is
clear that Chhaya, The Shadow of
Leather Puppets and Storytelling is
not just a showcase but a
celebration of shadow puppetry’s
enduring allure. It offers a
profound opportunity to wonder
at the beauty and complexity of
this ancient art form while
underscoring the critical need to
safeguard and cherish our cultural
legacy. The exhibition leaves a
lasting impression, illustrating
how tradition and innovation can

harmoniously ~ coexist  and
continue to enchant new
generations.
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LORDS TO HOST ITS FIRST-EVER WOMEN'S
TEST BETWEEN INDIA AND ENGLAND

PTI® LONDON

he ‘home of cricket’
I Lord’s will host its first-
ever womens Test to be
played between India and
England in 2026, the England
and Wales Cricket Board
(ECB) announced on
Thursday.
The ECB said on its website
that after a three-match ODI

series between India and
England in July 2025, the
former will return in 2026 for a
one-off Test.

“I'm also delighted we can
confirm that India Women will
return in 2026 to take on
England Women in the first-
ever womens Test match at
Lord’s. It will be a truly special
occasion, and one of real
significance, ECB  CEO

Richard Gould said.

India and England will play
three ODIs on September 2, 4
and 7 at Headingley, Lord’s and
Southampton respectively.

“It has also been confirmed
that India Women will return
in 2026 for a one-off Test
match at Lord’s - the first-ever
Women’s Test to be staged at
the Home of Cricket,” the ECB
added.

“England Women have played
white-ball matches at Lord’s for
the past three years, with
another scheduled next year,
but it will be the first time the
ground has hosted a Women’s
Test match”

India have played nine Tests so
far against England in their
backyard from June 1986 with
their last clash at Bristol in June
2021 ending in a draw.

‘Future economist’ Archana bids farewell to T'1
FROM PARIS TO MICHIGAN IN A FORTNIGHT

PTI M NEW DELHI

Archana Kamath will dearly
miss donning the Indian
jersey, but the table tennis
player is determined to serve
the country in a “different way”
in future, helping to shape its
public  policies as an
economist.

Days after recording India’s
only success in the quarterfinal
loss to Germany in the recent
Paris Olympics, the 24-year-
old from Bengaluru has re-
entered student life in the USA
where she is studying for a
Masters in Public Policy at the
University of Michigan.
Having started her professional
career as a teenager, Archana’s
decision to move away from
table tennis has been quite
emotional. But she has equally
enjoyed studying since her
school days where she was a
topper, securing 98.7 and 97
percent in her 10th and 12th
exams.

Now, she is pursuing her
second masters degree in
Michigan, having already
completed her post graduation
in International Relations.
Archana  obtained  her
bachelor’s degree in economics
and she wants to return to
India after two years and serve

the nation, probably as an
economist.

Her role models range from
well-known economist Sanjeev
Sanyal to the likes of tennis
stars Carlos Alcaraz and Rafael
Nadal whom she met at the
Games Village in Paris earlier
this month. Speaking to PTI
from Ann Arbor in Michigan,

Archana  explained  her
decision to leave elite sport
right after the Olympics.

She categorically stated that
“she is not in it” for a better
financial future as she has been
taken care of by her employers
Indian Oil, OGQ and the
government.

“T have always liked studying,

as much as table tennis. I had
inquired about this course in
Michigan last year as well but
then we qualified for the Paris
Olympics as a team for the first
time and I wanted to focus on
that.

“Now that the Olympics are
done, I want to study more and
come back to India after two
years and serve the people in a
different capacity. My decision
has nothing to do with
financial returns.

“I have got all the support I
have needed while playing for
India, which has been the
biggest honour;” said the soft-
spoken athlete, who has gone
to Michigan after applying for

a study leave with her
employer.

She comes from a financially
secure family of doctors with
both her parents being
ophthalmologists. Her brother
is currently pursuing a PHD in
aerospace engineering in the
USA.

But her memories cannot be
ripped away from table tennis
as it was the first time that both
Indian men and women had
qualified for the team event of
the Olympics.

Archana hopes to continue
playing table tennis in the USA
and will miss the team
environment the most.

“The best thing about the
Olympics was being with
seniors like Sharath Kamal and
Manika Batra. The
environment was so good. I
also got to meet Novak
Djokovic, Rafael Nadal and
Carlos Alcaraz. I made
memories for life there.

“I have also loved fighting for
my country and that is
something I will miss the most.
I hope to keep playing here (in
the US),” she said.

Archana is certain about being
a public servant in India after
her course in Michigan but she
is yet to work out the finer
details.

Berge joins Fulham and Liverpool sel

AP Il LONDON

Fulham completed  the
signing of Sander Berge
from relegated Burnley for a
reported 25 million pounds
($32.8 million) on a five-year
contract on Thursday, with the
Norway international set to

replace the departed Joao
Palhinha as the clubs holding
midfielder.

Palhinha left for Bayern
Munich in the transfer
window.

“It’s been a little bit back and
forth the last few weeks,” Berge
said, “but I'm finally sitting

here in the shirt in this
beautiful stadium, knowing
that my future is here, which
feels great”

Berge, who has also played for
Sheffield United in the
Premier League, could be in
contention to make his debut
for Fulham against Leicester

s teenager Clark

on Saturday.

Liverpool sold 19-year-old
midfielder Bobby Clark to
Salzburg for a reported 10
million pounds ($13 million).
Clark was one of the
youngsters ~ who  helped
Liverpool win the English
League Cup last season.

I\/Iohun Bagan
East Bengal to
clash in Lucknow
on September 2

PTI M LUCKNOW

Lucknow, the city of Nawabs,
is gearing up to hosts tradi-
tional rivals Mohun Bagan and
East Bengal for the first time on
September 2 as part of plans to
promote football in Uttar
Pradesh.

The derby will be played at state
capital’s K.D. Singh Babu
Stadium.

State Sports Director R.P. Singh
told PTT that preparations are on
full swing for the high-voltage
match that will be played under
floodlights.

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
is also expected to watch the
proceedings and about 10,000
spectators are expected to throng
the stadium.

As part of the preparations, the
testing of the recently-installed
flood lights in the stadium has
started and dressing rooms and
other facilities are being
arranged for the players.

Singh said that All India Football
Federation (AIFF) President
Kalyan Chaubey had met Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath in
Lucknow recently and expressed
the need to promote football in
Uttar Pradesh.

It was during that time, that he
had proposed to organise the
derby and the state government
accepted the proposal.

Both the teams will reach
Lucknow on September 1.

Teen prodigy Kartik to lead Indian
challenge at Asia Pacific Amateur golf

PTI B GOTEMBA (JAPAN)

Ayear after becoming the
youngest golfer to make
the cut at the Asia-Pacific
Amateur Championship, 14-
year-old Kartik Singh will
spearhead the Indian challenge
at the 15th AAC to be held
here from October 3-6.

Kartik is the highest ranked
Indian at 199 while the other
three players to have received
the invitation for this
prestigious event are Krishnav
Nikhil Chopra, Vedant Sirohi
and Rakshit Dahiya. Krishnav
and Vedant have earlier
participated in the
tournament.

A regular winner in junior and
amateur events, Kartik has also
been named in the 2024 Junior
Presidents Cup team.

Apart from Kartik, seven

others have been named in the
2024 Junior Presidents Cup
International Team. They are
Joshua Bai, Warut Boonrod,
Xihuan Chang, Rayhan Latief,
Khanh Hung Le, Thangwin
Lee, Anh Minh Ngyuyen,

As many as 113 players have
been confirmed for the
Championship, which will be
held at Taiheiyo Club in
Gotemba, Japan. The field will
have 120 players with a few
more names to be added by the
organisers.

India’s best ever performance
has been the second-place
finish by Rayhan Thomas in
Sentosa, Singapore in 2018.
The Dubai-based Indian has
since turned professional, and
last week won his first pro title
on India’s Professional Tour of
India Tour.

Krishnav, who plays college

golf in the US, is the son of
former India cricketer turned
commentator Nikhil Chopra,
who often takes the role of a
caddie for his son.

Created in 2009, the Asia-
Pacific Amateur
Championship was established
by the Asia-Pacific Golf
Confederation (APGC), The
R&A and the Masters
Tournament to further develop

amateur golf in the Asia-
Pacific region.

The champion will receive an
invitation to compete in the
2025 Masters Tournament and
The 153rd Open, while the
runner(s)-up will gain a place
in Final Qualifying for The
Open.

The confirmed list which has
players from 38 APGC
member organizations is

highlighted by defending
champion Jasper Stubbs of
Australia and four players
representing China inside the
top 100 of the World Amateur
Golf Ranking: Wenyi Ding
(No. 4), Xihuan Chang (No.
36), Xiangyun Bai (No. 61) and
Paul Chang (No. 97).

Ding finished runner-up to
Stubbs in the 2023 Asia-Pacific
Amateur while Xihuan Chang
reached the semi-finals of the
U.S. Junior Amateur in July.
Other top-100 participants
include Vietnams Anh Minh
Nguyen (No. 68) and Japans
Rintaro Nakano (No. 78).
Notable past competitors
include 2021 Masters
champion Hideki Matsuyama,
a two-time winner of the Asia-
Pacific Amateur, and 2022
Open champion Cameron
Smith.

Bahrain’s track team sanctioned over doping
and blocked from naturahsmg more athletes

AP H MONACO

Bahrams track team will have to
pause its successful strategy of
naturalizing athletes from Africa after
accepting a package of sanctions related

to doping.

World Athletics said Thursday that
Bahrain had been restricted to a
maximum of 10 athletes in the track
and field events at the Paris Olympics -
which wasn’t announced at the time -
and at next year’s world championships

in Tokyo.

Bahrain's team in Paris included Kenya-
born Winfred Yavi, who won gold in
Paris in the women’s 3,000-meter
steeplechase, and Nigeria-born sprinter

Salwa Eid Naser, the silver medalist in
the 400. Neither athlete was accused of
any wrongdoing in the case announced

Thursday.

athletes,
Athletics said.

The Bahrain Athletics Association
admitted a charge of “conducting itself
in relation to doping, negligently
and/or recklessly and/or so as to
prejudice the interests of World
Athletics or bring the sport of athletics
into disrepute;” and another related to
its employment of staff to work with
governing body

That followed an investigation into
allegations two athletes used blood
transfusions at the Tokyo Olympics in
2021 and into the BAA having

World
added.

‘engaged” a coach who was under a
doping-related ban, World Athletics

Bahrain has agreed not to recruit any
more foreign athletes until 2027, World
Athletics said. The next Summer

Olympics are in Los Angeles in 2028.
Bahrain has also committed to fund a
“talent academy”
athletes and has set up a new national
anti-doping body.

It's not the first time Bahrain has faced
scrutiny over doping, particularly
among its roster of athletes who were
naturalized.

Naser missed the Tokyo Olympics
while serving a ban for not being

to develop local

available for drug testing. Kemi

Adekoya, a former world indoor
champion in the 400, got a four-year

ban in 2019 in a steroid case. Marathon

test.

runner Marius Kimutai was banned for
three years in April after failing a drug

Cash-strapped Barcelona sheds players one year after their arrival

AP B BARCELONA (SPAIN)

If trying to compete with Real
Madrid and newly arrived
Kylian =~ Mbappé  wasn't
daunting enough, now Hansi
Flicks Barcelona squad is
being thinned out by
departures.

Barcelona looks set to lose
both Ilkay Gundogan and
Vitor Roque in the coming
days - or even hours - with
both players reportedly close
to exits.

Gundogan appears set on
returning to Manchester City a
year after the midfielder left
the serial winners to start a
new chapter in Spain.

That could be cut short
because of Barcelonas need to
trim its salary burden, leaving
the team without one of its top
playmakers from last season.

Roque is also reportedly close
to leaving on loan for Real
Betis, although Portugal’s
Sporting has made inquiries.

The young Brazilian forward
cost Barcelona a 30-million-
euro (USD  33-million)
transfer last summer. He
arrived in the winter transfer
market but never earned
consistent playing minutes
despite  the  significant
investment made to sign him.
When their exits are made
official, it will confirm that the

clubs efforts last summer to
strengthen the squad turned
out to be makeshift moves.

Last summer, Barcelona
maintained the quality of a

squad that lost veteran leaders
Sergio Busquets and Jordi Alba
without  spending much
money. Gundogan and former
Athletic Bilbao defender Ifigo

Martinez arrived as free agents,
Oriol Romeu’s move from
Girona cost a reported 4
million euros, and Jodo Félix
and Jodo Cancelo both arrived
on loan deals from Atletico
Madrid and Manchester City,
respectively.

But a year later, only Martinez
appears set to continue with
the team that finished last
season without a title and the
departure of coach Xavi
Hernandez, who was pushed
out after he publicy
complained that the club’s lack
of money would make it hard
to compete with Madrid or the
other top European clubs.
Barcelona has locked up the

arrival of Spain midfielder
Dani Olmo from Leipzig. But,
it has yet to meet the financial
requirements of the Spanish
league necessary to register
him to play. Flick is also
without key players Gavi Paez
and Ronaldo Aratjo, who are
recovering from leg injuries.

With players hurt or leaving,
Flick has not hesitated in
relying heavily on the products
of Barcelona’s famed La Masia
youth academy. He gave debuts
to midfielders Gerard Martin
and Marc Bernal at the always
demanding outing at Valencia
in their Spanish league opener
when Robert Lewandowski
scored a brace for a 2-1 victory.

Guys like Pant have
muscle memory and
thirst for victory: Hayden

PTI B MUMBAI

Batting great Matthew
Hayden feels Rishabh Pant
will be a key player for India
when they travel to Australia
for a five-Test series later this
year owing to his “muscle
memory and thirst for victory”
that made him such a
sensation during the team’s
previous tour Down Under.
The eagerly-anticipated five-
Test series starts on November
22 at Perth.

“Guys like Rishabh Pant have
got a muscle memory and the
thirst for victory. He was such a
key player last time he played
there and the Australian public
loved him as well, because of
the nature of the way he played
his game,” Hayden told media
on the sidelines of ‘CEAT
Cricket Rating Awards’ here on
Wednesday.

“It was exciting. It was
innovative. It was just fresh and
good. Then you have got your
old stewards, like Virat Kohli,
(he) will want to make an
impression again. From a
batting point of view, I'm
excited to see how India have
that strategy to take on the

Australian conditions,” the
Australian added.
Pant, who has made a

successful return to cricket
after a life-threatening accident
in 2022, was an outstanding
performer for India in the
2020-21 tour, notching up
brilliant knocks of 97 and 89
not out in the landmark trip.
India outgunned a full-
strength  Australia despite
missing several frontline
players in one of the most
dramatic turnarounds in the
history Test cricket.

The visitors bounced back
from the ignominy of 36 all out
in the opening Adelaide Test to
win the Border-Gavaskar
Trophy 2-1 for a second

consecutive time.

Kohli had to return home after
the Adelaide game due to
personal reasons and five other
players, including key pacers
Jasprit Bumrah and
Mohammed Shami, were
forced out due to injuries and
fitness issues.

“The great thing from an
Indian perspective is that when
you look at the last victory,
there was no Virat Kohli. There
was a very much a second team
bowling line-up that won at the
Gabba;” Hayden said.

“That’s the kind of confidence
that you can expect this Indian
unit to go to our shores (with)
and go, ‘guys, we've done this
before, and we've done it in a
way that’s second to none, even
without our key players] he
said.

PINK TESTS TAKE AWAY
AUSTRALIA'S HOME
ADVANTAGE: Hayden said
scheduling a day-night Test
tends to take away the
advantage enjoyed by
Australian teams in the past.
Even in the upcoming tour, the
two teams will play a Pink Test
in Adelaide.

“Once you get those overhead
conditions under that twilight
zone, they can be really
difficult,” he said.

“I'would go as far as to say that
the home advantage in
Australia has been taken away
quite a lot, simply on the basis
that if you get (on) the wrong
side of a certain session, be that
you are four for 130 at twilight,
you can (soon) be eight for
150.

“There’s no chance to actually
really naturally dominate a
game,” he added.

Hayden said Pat Cummins,
who led Australia to the World
Test Championship and ODI
World Cup wins last year, has
rallied his troops like no other
Australian captain in the past.
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