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For the first time since the
scrapping of Article 370 in

2019,  the Election
Commission (EC) on Friday
announced Assembly
elections to Jammu and
Kashmir in three phases with
the first phase to be held on
September 18, second on
September 25 and third phase
on October 1.  Results will be
announced on October 4.
This will be the shortest
elections in at least the last
two decades in the region. The
phase of the J&K election is
significant, given that over the
last two decades, due to the
region’s security concerns,
polls have consistently been
held in at least four phases or
more.
J&K has been without an
elected House for five years
now. The last election was
held in undivided J&K in
2014. This marks a big step
forward in efforts to meet a
Supreme Court order — that
democracy return to Jammu
and the Kashmir Valley by
September 30.
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah welcomed the
announcement of Assembly
elections there and said the
polls will further strengthen
the roots of democracy and
open the doors to a new
period of development for the
region. Shah also appealed to
the people of J&K to actively

participate in the elections
and vote in large numbers to
form a Government that will
sustain peace and
development, and ensure a
brighter future for the youth.
“I welcome the
announcement of the
Assembly elections in
J&K made by the
E l e c t i o n
Commission of
India today. In the last
10 years, the Modi Govt
through a series of
relentless initiatives, has
created a new era of peace,
development and
strengthening democracy in
J&K,” he wrote on ‘X’.
Almost all the parties,
including National
Conference, Congress, BJP,

CPI(M) and DPAP, thanked
the Election Commission and
said the poll announcement
maintained the supremacy of
the Supreme Court which had
set the September 30 deadline
for the holding of the much

awaited Assembly elections
in J&K.  There are 90 seats

in the Assembly of J&K
post delimitation,
with 43 seats in the

Jammu region and 47
in Kashmir. Of these, 74

are general seats, nine are
for Scheduled Caste
candidates, and seven for
Scheduled Tribes.
Announcing the schedule for
the J&K Assembly polls, Chief
Election Commissioner Rajiv
Kumar told a Press conference
in New Delhi the three-phase

elections to the 90-member
J&K Assembly will be held on
September 18, September 25
and October 1.
The announcement comes a
week after CEC along with
Election Commissioners,
visited the Union Territory.
Kumar said elections will be
held in J&K after a long time.
“The people want change...
they want to script a new
future,” Kumar said, as he
outlined the poll body’s plans
to hold a safe and successful
election in J&K.
“We recently visited J&K to
take stock of election
preparation. Great enthusiasm
was seen... people want to
participate in the process.
People want elections as early
as possible...” he said, recalling
the “long queues” at polling
booths in J&K and Ladakh
during the Lok Sabha election.
Asked about the decision to
hold polls in just three phases,
Kumar said the choice was
deliberately made to keep the
process short, considering the
Commission’s experience
during the Lok Sabha polls,
which were criticised for
being inordinately long.
“In true spirit of keeping that
promise, we present the
shorter election period in the
best possible and conducive
environment,” he said. 
He added that the
Commission will ensure due
security for all candidates in
J&K as requested by political
parties. 
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Nationwide outrage has
erupted in support of the

trainee doctor who was raped
and murdered in a State-run
hospital in Kolkata last week.
On Friday, healthcare
workers took out a massive
protest march at India Gate
and other parts of the city,
seeking justice for the victim
and demanding strictier laws
for safety of health staff,
including doctors, at
workplace. 
The evening march towards
India Gate brought back
memories of the Nirbhaya
case when hundreds of
thousands of Delhiites had hit

the streets to seek harshest
punishment for the
perpetrators of the crime.
However, the police stopped
the protesting doctors from
making their way to the India
Gate from Safdarjung
hospital. Anyhow some
managed to arrive at the site
carrying placards: “Mahila
apna haq mangti, nahi kisi se
bheek mangti’  and ‘ek do
teen char, band karo ye
atyachar.”
Healthcare workers, including
doctors, resident doctors and
lab technicians, were present
on India Gate as they
marched on the Kartavya
Path demanding justice for
the victim. They termed the
crime as “gut wrenching”
and pressed for the Central
Protection Act for health
workers to be enforced.
Meanwhile, the Indian
Medical Association, the
largest body of private
medical practitioners across
the country, has announced a
24-hour nationwide
withdrawal of non-
emergency services from 6
am on Saturday. 
“Out-patient departments
(OPD) will not function and
elective surgeries will not be
conducted. The withdrawal is
across all sectors wherever
modern medicine doctors are
providing services,” the IMA
said.
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Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on

Thursday thanked
several world leaders
for their wishes on
India's 78th
Independence Day
and told French
President Emmanuel
Macron that their
interactions over the

years have added great strength to the ties
between two countries.
He told Macron that they will keep working
together to further global good.
Modi lauded his UAE counterpart
Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum for his
personal commitment to strong ties between
India and the UAE.
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Given barely two weeks to
finalise their candidates,

the Election Commission
(EC) on Friday announced
that the Haryana Assembly
polls will be held in a single
phase on October 1. The
counting of votes will take
place on October 4. 
The 90-seat Haryana
Assembly’s term is ending on
November 3.  This will be the
first time in nearly 20 years
that the two States will go to
polls separately. It was in 2004
when Assembly elections
were held in Maharashtra
alone. Haryana went to polls a
few months later in 2005. But
since 2009, both States have
been going to polls together.
In 2019, elections in both
Haryana and Maharashtra
were held on October 21.
While announcing the poll
schedule, Chief Election

Commissioner Rajiv Kumar
said Assembly elections in
Maharashtra, which were
held along with Haryana in
2019, will be announced later
due to security requirements
for Jammu and Kashmir.
He said four elections are due
this year and by early next
year and since Jammu and
Kashmir was not in the
picture last time (2019-20)
the Commission decided to
group two Assembly
elections together.
“There was heavy
rainfall in
Maharashtra, BLOs
(booth level officers)
have to complete their
work. There are several
festivals too that have to be
factored in. 
“Ganesh Festival, Pitru
Paksha, Navratri, Diwali, all
that put together this is what
we thought we could handle
as two elections at a time,” the

CEC said. 
In the past three cycles, the
EC had announced Haryana
and Maharashtra elections
together. Maharashtra
Assembly’s term is expiring
on November 26.  Kumar also
hinted that the Maharashtra
elections could be held after
Diwali.
Moreover, since Maharashtra
is a large State, the poll panel
will have to deploy heavy
security over there too for the
Assembly elections. Since
Haryana’s Assembly term will
wrap up earlier on November
3, it was easier for EC to club
it with J&K. Elections are due
in both Maharashtra and
Jharkhand by the end of this
year.
The State polls will see the
BJP, the ruling party, go up
against a resurgent Congress
after a neck-and-neck fight in
the Lok Sabha elections two

months ago. 
The Assembly election in

Haryana is a litmus test
for ruling BJP, which
has been ruling the

state since 2014. For the
BJP, the ground reality this

time is quite different from
five years ago.
Both the parties won five
seats each in the Lok Sabha
polls and back in 2019, the
saffron party won 40 out of 90
Assembly seats in Haryana. 

Continued on Page 2
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With the agricultural
activities causing

irreparable damage to
excavation sites at Rakhigarhi
and Rakhishahpur village in
Hissar district, Haryana, the
Centre has moved to include
these sites under its protection.
The Archeological Survey of
India (ASI) last week issued a
notification seeking to declare
the two mounds, identified as
Mound VI and Mound VII at the
villages, known for their
significant evidence related to
the Indus Valley Civilization.
Archaeologists regard
Rakhigarhi as one of the largest
Indus Valley sites, with valuable
artifacts and historical evidence
excavated since the ASI began its
work in the region in 1963.

The need for Central protection
measures gained urgency by
recent damage to a skeleton by
the farmers in the region. It was
excavated by ASI excavation
team led by its director Dr
Sanjay K Manjul. The skeleton,
believed to be over 4,000 years
old was found in a cemetery at
Mound VII.
Currently, Mounds VI and VII
are privately owned,
necessitating Government
acquisition of the land and
compensation to the farmers. An
ASI official stated that including
the sites in the protection list
would help preserve historical
evidence and ensure that future
generations appreciate this
ancient civilisation.
According to the information
available, there are seven
mounds at the Harappan site in

Rakhigarhi village. Mounds 1, 2,
3, and parts of 4 and 5 are
already under ASI control, but
Mounds 6 and 7 remain
privately owned. Mound 6
covers 33 acre, while Mound 7
spans about six acre, both

currently owned by farmers are
used for agriculture.
The lack of preservation at these
sites has already impacted the
historical evidence. 
“The skull of the skeleton is
badly damaged… The damage

might have been the result of the
agricultural activities in the
area,” said Manjul, as per a media
report. He also pointed out that
sand mining by the farmers
poses a serious threat to the site.
He said while the rest of the
skeleton is in good condition,
the skull has sustained damage.
“Agricultural activities by
farmers over the years seem to
have damaged part of the skull. 
This damage may make it
challenging to extract a DNA
sample for further analysis,” he
said. In addition to the skeleton,
the excavation unearthed 21
earthen utensils found near the
remains. “The skeleton appears
to be that of a middle-aged man.
Our previous excavations have
revealed similar burial rituals
involving utensils, suggesting
continuity in these practices,”

Manjul noted. 
The team also discovered a seal
from Mound number 3.
Rakhigarhi is recognised as one
of the largest sites of the Indus
Valley Civilisation. Current
excavations underscore its
significance as a major
metropolis of ancient times,
featuring a well-planned urban
layout with distinct residential,
industrial, and institutional
areas, as well as a cemetery.
Signed by Yadubir Singh Rawat,
Director General of the ASI, the
organisation on August 3, 2024
issued a draft notification
seeking public objections and
comments that aims to prevent
encroachment and mitigate the
impact of agricultural activities
by declaring the sites of national
importance.

Continued on Page 2
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In what is being seen as a damage
control move amid nationwide

protests by doctors following the rape
and murder of a 31-year-old trainee
medico at Kolkata’s State-run RG Kar
Medical College and Hospital, the
Centre on Friday instructed the heads
of Government hospitals across the
country to file an institutional First
Information Report (FIR) within six
hours of any incidence of violence.
The Union Health Ministry has been
facing criticism for its failure to
provide a safe environment for the
medical fraternity despite several
cases of violence against healthcare
workers reported in the past within
hospital premises.
In fact, Friday’s directive by the chief
of the Directorate General of Health
Services (DGHS), Dr Atul Goel, to file
FIR within six hours of an incident
follows a recent circular from the
National Medical Commission
(NMC), the country’s apex medical
education regulator, which similarly
stated that in the event of any
violence, there should be a prompt

investigation by the college
management, FIRs should be lodged
with the police, and an action-taken-
report should be sent to the NMC
within 24 hours.
In the memorandum issued on Friday,
the DGHS stated that “in the event of
any violence against any healthcare
worker while on duty, the head of that
institution shall be responsible for
filing an institutional FIR within a
maximum of 6 hours of the incident.”
“Recently, it has been observed that
violence against doctors and other
healthcare staff in Government
hospitals has become common. A
number of health workers suffer
physical violence while on duty. Many
are threatened or subjected to verbal
aggression. Most of this violence is
perpetrated by either the patient or
the patient’s attendants,” the
memorandum added.
This has been a long-standing
demand of resident doctors, as FIRs
are not filed in connection with many
incidents despite existing
mechanisms. The doctors have also
been seeking enactment of a Central
Protection Act to deter violence
against medical personnel on duty. A
draft prepared in 2019, following
similar outrage over the assault on a
doctor in Kolkata, proposed
imprisonment for up to 10 years and a
fine of up to �10 lakh for violence
against doctors on duty is still in a
limbo.
The DGHS advisory also stated that
all Central Government hospitals
should maintain a registry of such
incidents and report them to the
Health Ministry. 

Continued on Page 2
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In a major development,
the former principal of

RG Kar Medical College,
Dr Sandip Ghosh, was on
Friday detained by the
Central Bureau of
Investigation for
questioning. He was picked
up by the CBI while
returning from the
Calcutta High Court where

he had filed a petition
seeking police protection
on the plea that his life was
under threat.
Ghosh — currently in the
eye of storm — has been
identified by the agitating
doctors of the RG Kar
Medical College as the
“fountainhead” of all evils
that plague the once best
medical college in eastern
India”.

Continued on Page 2
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Centre asks for accountability on medical
fraternity attacks across the country
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Ahead of three of its con-
stituents — Congress,

Shiv Sena (UBT) and NCP
(Sharad Pawar) — arriving at
the seat-sharing pact among
them, the Opposition Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) on
Friday launched a joint cam-
paign for the Maharashtra
Assembly polls, even as Sena
(UBT) chief  Uddhav
Thackeray urged the allies
against squabbling over seats
or the chief minister’s post.
On a day when the Election
Commission of India indi-
cated that the October 2024
Maharashtra Assembly polls
might get delayed a bit, the
MVA held a rally at the
Shanmukhananda Hall in
north-central where they vir-

tually kick-started their joint
campaign for the Assembly
polls. Speaking at the joint
rally, former chief minister
and Sena (UBT) chief Uddhav
Thackeray — who is expect-
ed to play a crucial role in the
Opposition’s campaign for
the State Assembly — made a
strong case for the MVA
putting up a united face in the
polls.
“Given that the seat-adjust-
ments talks are currently on,
let’s settle the matters in a
give-and-take manner.... Even
in the case of the chief min-
isterial candidate’s choice, let’s
not make issues. Let the NCP
(SP) chief Sharad Pawar
announce their candidates, I
will support their choice.  But,
let’s not squabble over the
sharing of seats,” Uddhav said.
“I don't think I am fighting

the polls for myself but I am
for the rights of Maharashtra.
My opinion is that the chief
ministerial candidate must
be decided first, rather than
going by the logic that the
chief minister will be the

party which wins the most
seats in the polls,” the Sena
(UBT) chief said.
Uddhav’s statement came in
the midst of speculation that
the State Congress has rec-
ommended to their party

high command that Uddhav
be made the MVA’s joint cam-
paign. Meanwhile, there is
unanimity among all the
MVA partners that senior
Congress leader and former
chief minister Prithviraj
Chavan be made the joint
manifesto committee.
On his part, Sharad Pawar –
who is the chief architect of
the MVA – has chosen to
remain silent on the issue of
the chief ministerial face.
Targeting Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah,
Uddhav said: “These two
senior BJP leaders look at
Maharashtra as a cock that
lays golden eggs. Mumbaikars
will get to know how the BJP
wil l  treat  them in the
Assembly polls. In the Lok
Sabha polls, Maharashtra has

given direction to the coun-
try.  We should follow  the
same trend and tempo in the
State Assembly polls”.
“Eknath Shinde-led Shiv Sena
may have stolen the Shiv
Sena’s original symbol of bow
and arrow, but we are not
making an issue of that... We
are going to polls with the
new al lotted symbol of
“Mashaal” (Flaming Torch).
Even in the case of Sharad
Pawar, Ajit Pawar has stolen
the original `Clock' symbol
clock.  However, the Congress
continues to have the symbol
of hand,” the Sena (UBT)
chief minister said.
“As the MVA,  we will go to
the polls with the Congress’
“hand” symbol, NCP (SP)’s
“Man blowing Turah "and we
as the Shiv Sena (UBT) with
“Mashaal”,” Uddhav said.

Will go with Congress, NCP’s CM choice: Uddhav
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The month of Aavani  (
Tamil equivalent of

Bhadra) which commences on
Saturday could usher in  major
changes in the hierarchy of
DMK politics, according to
sources close to party leader-
ship.
“Chances of Udhayanidhi
Stalin, son of chief minister and
DMK supremo M K Stalin
getting elevated as deputy chief
minister have brightened,” said
the State’s seasoned political
commentator Gauthaman
Ramakrishnan, the chief editor
of Sri TV. It was Gauthaman
who had told The Pioneer
before the Lok Sabha poll that
the BJP and the AIADMK
would not win even a single
seat from the State.
Stalin is leaving for a long
tour to US ostensibly to attract
entrepreneurs to invest in
Tamil Nadu. “But the chief
minister’s top priority is to
undergo medial treatment for
a long suffering ailment. He
wants Udhayanidhi to be the
stand-in for him during the
period he is away from the
country,” said Gauthaman.
Sources close to Stalin and the
DMK leadership (read the
Stalin clan) concurred with
what Gauthaman told this
newspaper. “Thalapathy (Tamil
term for commander) wants to
groom Udhayanidhi to take

over the chief minister’s chair
when the time is ripe. The sec-
ond rung leaders have under-
stood their position in the
party and are only worried
about their accessibility to
Stalin’s son, daughter, son-in-
law and of course Durga, the
chief minister’s spouse,” said a
party leader.
As part of his mission to make
Udhayanidhi’s elevation a
smooth affair, Stalin has eased
out other senior leaders from
positions of prominence they
enjoyed in the party during the
tenure of late M Karunanidhi,
his father. Kanimozhi, Stalin’s
step sister  has been made the
face of DMK in New Delhi
while Dayanidhi Maran, the
chief minister’s nephew has
ended up as a cheerleader for
Kanimozhi,” said  a seasoned
political commentator who is
well aware of what is happen-
ing in the DMK. T R Balu,  a

one time powerhouse in the
DMK  finds himself sidelined
and this could be understood
from his body language in
parliament and outside. Durai
Murugan, the PWD minister
has also become a pale shadow
of what he was during
Karunanidhi days.
Durga Stalin, who visits all
temples in south India to pray
for her husband’s longevity is
now consulting all leading
astrologers to find out the aus-
picious occasion for the chief
minister to promote
Udhayanidhi as the second in
command of the Government.
The grapevine is that Stalin is
likely to announce the promo-
tion of Udhayanidhi on August
19 as it is the most auspicious
day before the former emplanes
for the US. The day is observed
as Aavani Avittam and an aus-
picious day to venture out for
new missions.
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Alleging that  Prime
Minister Narendra Modi

and Union Home Minister
Amit Shah Maharashtra as
their  personal  “ATM”,
Maharashtra Congress chief
Nana Patole said here on
Friday  that the two senior
BJP were desperately trying to
render the state “bankrupt”    
Speaking at the joint rally of
the Opposition Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA), Patole said: “
The ruling BJP has earned
money through corruption.
Two leaders sitting in Delhi
are looting Maharashtra by
treating it as their personal
ATM. 
Now, they are trying to bank-
rupt Maharashtra. We will
defeat the BJP alliance in the
Assembly polls and shut
down Modi and Shah's ATM
permanently, and use the
state's money for its people”.
Patole further said that in a
democracy, the Leader of the
Opposition (LOP) held  an
important position. 
“The ruling party and the
opposition are the two wheels
of democracy, but during the
Independence Day program,
LOP Rahul Gandhi was not
given due respect .  This
amounts to the murder of
democracy. 
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No more a City of Joy … but
a City of Bhoy (fear)." That

is how the medical doctors of
Bengal portrayed the present
scenario in the State's healthcare
system even as the doctors'
cease work against the rape and
murder of a postgraduate
trainee colleague entered sev-
enth day on Friday throwing
the entire medical service out of
gear. 
This, even as the students of St
Xaviers' and Presidency
University joined the stir
demanding "Justice" for the
departed victim and "Azadi" for
women at work place. "Till
how long shall we the women
be treated like utility com-
modities … and how long the
powers that be shall play the
hush-up game … is the woman
an outlet for rancor," cried Dr
Paradeep of RG Kar Medical
College Hospital the epicenter
of the present movement where
a postgraduate trainee was
raped and murdered in the wee
hours of Saturday triggering
country-wide protests.  
"We are calling our brave friend
'Abhaya' … do you know what
she wrote in the final entry of
her personal diary probably a
night or two before her brutal
rape and murder … she wrote
'I want to win a Gold Medal …
that is my dream' … look how
her dream and that of uncle and
aunty lie strewn and shattered

in the seminar hall of our
Medical College," a classmate of
the departed soul said quoting
the victim's parents. She "defi-
nitely fell victim to the dirty
affairs … the dirty rackets that
are going inside the hospital …
we all are terrorised" a nurse
said wondering "if a doctor is
not safe what value a nurse has."
"Though an estimated five lakh
people or even more might have
been sent back in the entire
state without treatment hardly
a single voice has been raised …
as the patient families too are
with us … they too realise the
urgency of the situation …
they too understand that the
camel's back has been broken
… this far no further … we
want justice and will settle for
not an inch less," Priankar a
pass-out of SSKM Postgraduate
Medical College and hospital
who had come to express soli-
darity with his RG Kar juniors.
His views are reinforced by the
scene destruction at the RG Kar
Medical College which was
raided and ransacked by thou-
sands of people in the midnight
of August 14 apparently and
allegedly to destroy evidence.
"But fortunately they could not
reach the third floor and
returned from the second floor,"
said Dr Debabrata an Assistant
Professor adding "this shows
the empathy of the powers that
be for the movement and the
sympathy they have for the
family of the victim." 
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Jeevan Jyoti Hospital cele-
brated the 78th

Independence Day with patri-
otic fervour on Thursday. On
the occasion Jeevan Jyoti
Hospital Director and emi-
nent IVF expert Dr Vandana
Bansal, Advanced laparoscopy
and cancer surgeon Dr Arpit
Bansal and Pooja Gopalani
Bansal, Interventional
Radiologist Dr Harshit Bansal,
senior consultants Dr Alok
Khare, Dr RK Sharma, Dr
Mool Narayan Verma, Dr
Vishal Srivastava, Dr
Mohammed Akhtar Ansari
hoisted the National Flag on
the hospital's premises. The flag
hoisting ceremony was fol-
lowed by singing of National
Anthem. The doctors and staff
also paid rich floral tributes to
Dr AK Bansal, founder of
Jeevan Jyoti Hospital on the
occasion.
Addressing the gathering Dr
Vandana Bansal reiterated her
commitments towards the
country by providing the best
of medical care to patients
with a smile on face. Patriotism
is not only love, loyalty and
dedication towards one's own
country, it's also about good
moral values. 
The feeling of patriotism
should be rooted in good moral
values and commitment
towards the family and the

society. We need to re-establish
these values, for an ideal soci-
ety. Because, an ideal society
will become the basis of a
developed nation. We also have
to remain dedicated towards
our workplace, as it's also a unit
of the country.  We have to
remain disciplined towards our
goals and life. Besides, imbib-
ing good value system in chil-
dren so that they become a
good citizen is also patrio-
tism, she added.
Dr Alok Khare said on this day
let's take a pledge that we will
energetically work for the
progress of the country. We
need to remain dedicated
towards our work. We should
have a feeling of solidarity
towards each other. It's also a
responsibility to serve every
patient coming to the hospital
with a smile and utmost dedi-
cation and care.
Dr Vishal Srivastava said it's a
matter of great pride that we are
celebrating Independence Day
with so much of joy and patri-
otic fervor. 'It's also the day to
remember and pay due respect
to all those freedom fighters
and brave Army personnel
who made this day possible.
India is a country of diversity.
Still, we are standing together
to celebrate the Independence
Day. This is the beauty of
Indian culture."  Sweets and
snacks were distributed to all
the people on the occasion.
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In an achievement of sorts, a
team of seven mountaineers

from Pune hoisted the Indian
tri-colour on Mt. Kilimanjaro,
the highest peak in Africa, on
the 78the Indian Independence
Day on Thursday.
Reports reaching here on
Friday said that the moun-
taineers belonging to the Pune-
based Giripremi Adventure
Foundation (GAF) reached Mt.
Kilimanjaro after 11 hours’
climb. The nine mountaineers
hoisted Indian flag at 10:35 am

and sang the national anthem.
Located in Tanzania, near the
Kenya border, Mount
Kilimanjaro stands tall at
19,341 feet (5,895 meters) and
is one of the Seven Summits,
the highest peaks in each of the
seven continents.
The team members, who hoist-
ed the Indian tricolour at the
Mt. Kilimanjaro were GAF's
mountaineer Ankit Sohoni,
members  Shashikant
Hiremath, Subhash Pawar,
Mangesh Gokhale, Aniruddh
Deshpande, Vaibhav
Deshmukh, and Anjali Hazari.
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From Page 1
In 2002, polls were conducted
over four phases in
September and October. In
2008, elections were held in
seven phases in November
and December; and in 2014,
they were conducted in five
phases. Notably, all three
election cycles were for the
state before bifurcation. In
August 2019, the Union
government carved out the
Union Territory of Ladakh
from Jammu & Kashmir. The
erstwhile state had 111 seats –
46 in Kashmir, 37 in Jammu,
and four in Ladakh.
Jammu and Kashmir has
87.09 lakh eligible electorates
with an equal percentage of
males and females, said the
CEC, adding that the total
number of polling stations
will be over 11,800. Among
the total voters, 44.46 lakh are
male, 42.62 are female and
3.71 lakh are first time voters.
Average voters per polling
station is 735, showed the EC

data. The final electoral roll
will be published on August
20.
According to the timeline
shared by the poll body, a
gazette notification will be
issued on September 9. The
last date for making
nominations for Phase I is
August 27, while the last date
for withdrawing candidatures
is August 30. Polling for
Phase I will be held on
September 18. In December
last year, the Supreme Court
directed the central
government to conclude the
election process in the Union
territory by September 30,
2024.
With the announcement of
the poll schedule, the focus
has now immediately shifted
towards making elaborate
security arrangements in the
region, especially in the
backdrop of a surge in
incidents of terrorist violence
across the Jammu region and
parts of Kashmir valley.
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From Page 1
Signed by Yadubir Singh Rawat, Director General of the ASI, the organisation on August 3, 2024 issued a draft notification
seeking public objections and comments that aims to prevent encroachment and mitigate the impact of agricultural activities
by declaring the sites of national importance.
It states: “Whereas the Central Government is of the opinion that the archaeological site and remains as specified in the site
plan and schedule annexed hereto are of national importance; Now, therefore, in exercise of the powers conferred by sub-
section (1) of section 4 of the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958 (24 of 1958)…
“…the Central Government hereby gives notice of its intention to declare the said archaeological site (mound VI and mound
VII) and remains to be of national importance.”
The recognition of Rakhigarhi as one of Asia's most endangered heritage sites by the Global Heritage Fund underscores the
urgency of safeguarding this historical treasure.
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From Page 1
It said doctors, especially
women, are vulnerable to
violence because of the nature
of the profession. 
“It is for authorities to provide
for the safety of doctors inside
hospitals and campuses. Both
physical assaults and crimes are
a result of indifference and
insensitivity of the authorities
concerned to the needs of
doctors, nurses and other
healthcare workers.”
A 50 year old Dr Nimrita
travelled all the way from
Faridabad and said, “We really
need a overhaul to bring in
security and safety measures
for women in healthcare
services. I have two children
and now I am really
questioning if I should ask
them to not choose this field as
their career.”
Other 28 year old resident
doctor from Maulana Azad
Medical College elaborated
how they do not feel safe in the
rooms assigned to them for
resting during their night shifts.
“We feel unsafe all the time.
The rooms given to us for
resting during our night shifts
are far from secure. There are
few guards who are unavailable
to reach even if we call,” she
said. A lab technician Ajeet
who is from Kolkata and works
in Delhi said that his head
hangs in shame when he listens
to such brutal attacks on
women by men. “We demand
justice for her and every
women that goes through such
heinous crime. We also want

that government brings Central
Protection Act,” he said.
Doctors and medical students
of the All India Institutes of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS) also
demanded for the act to be put
in place.
Meanwhile, the Nirman
Bhawan, located near
Parliament in Lutyens' Delhi,
houses the Ministry of Health
besides other departments also
were witness to the protests
that started in noon. The
Maulana Azad Road was
blocked as a large number of
doctors protested there, with
some wearing black bands on
their sleeves. Hundreds were
seen holding posters and
Mansi, a female doctor from
Lady Hardinge Medical
College, held one that read,
"Where can we go just to be
safe?"Later, six members of the
doctors' delegation went inside
the Nirman Bhawan to meet
government officials. The
decision to hold the protest was
made on the eve of
Independence Day following a
joint meeting of the
representatives from multiple
resident doctors' associations
(RDAs), including those from
AIIMS, SIH, MAMC, RML,
LHMC, UCMS and DDU.
The associations collectively
agreed to implement a
common unified action plan
aimed at pushing for a central
protection Act, which they
believe is crucial for
safeguarding the interests and
lives of healthcare workers
across the nation. 

From Page 1
Ghosh has been asked under
whose instructions the
hospital authorities
contacted the parents of the
victim lady doctor — who
was found raped and
murdered early on Saturday
morning — and told them
that their daughter was
seriously ill and then that
she had committed suicide. 
The officials have also asked
him as to why no police
complaint was lodged by the
authorities for more than
two hours of the body being
discovered and why it was
left on the police to come
and find out things for
them," sources said adding
the doctor was also asked to
explain his conduct by
making the parents of the
victim to wait for three
hours before allowing them
to see their daughter's body. 
Other doctors including
departmental heads of the
RH Kar Hospital were being
questioned by the CBI
officials, sources said.
According to sources Ghosh
"has not been arrested as yet
… he has just been taken at
the CGO complex for
questioning because he had
ignored an earlier summons
of appearance sent to him by
the CBI." 
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From Page 1
The Jannayak Janta Party
(JJP) secured 10 seats and
formed an alliance by joining
hands with the BJP.  Manohar
Lal Khattar, who was chosen
as the chief minister in 2014,
had got a second term in
office five years ago. On
March 12 this year, Khattar
stepped down as chief
minister and Nayab Singh
Saini was sworn in as the CM.
Khattar's resignation marked
the end of BJP's alliance with
JJP. 
The Congress in 2019 missed
out on an opportunity to form
the government in Haryana
five years go despite winning
31 seats after JJP decided to
share power with the BJP. The
grand old party would be
hoping to come back to power
in the state it ruled from 2004
to 2014 under now leader of
opposition Bhupinder Singh
Hooda. The parliamentary
polls, meanwhile, breathed a
new lease of life into the
Congress that is now
confident about its chances of
ending BJP rule. For the party,
containing its infighting and
keeping the different factions
in line will be a key challenge
if it has to return to power.
The Congress has been
attacking the BJP as part of its
'Haryana Maange Hisab'
campaign, after its launch on
July 15, targeting the ruling
party over several issues
concerning farmers as well as
unemployment, law and order
and others.  
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Filing an institutional FIR is necessary to ensure that
investigations and cases may continue even if the original
complainant — often resident doctors - has moved to other
hospitals after completing their education or tenure.
Dr Siddharth Tara of the Progressive Medicos and Scientists
Forum said, "Indian health care system rests on the shoulders of
women-right from ASHA workers to female nurses and doctors.
It's about their right to earn a living with dignity and safety at
their workplaces.
"A central law that protects health care workers from violence
can no longer be denied to us. Major hospitals should be
considered as critical industrial sites like airports and oil
refineries, and CISF personnel should be deployed to control
entry and exit points. In view of the administrative complicity in
RG Kar Medical College, all medical courses in colleges which
fail to provide a safe workplace to their trainee doctors should be
derecognised by NMC. No new batches of students should be
admitted there."Various surveys have shown that doctors are not
feeling safe within their working zones. A survey by the Indian
Medical Association has revealed that 82.7 per cent of doctors
feel stressed out in their profession, 62.8 per cent fear violence,
and 46.3 per cent cite violence as a major cause of their stress.
In a similar survey released by a National Medical Commission
(NMC) task force, says that nearly 28 per cent of undergraduate
and 15.3 per cent of post-graduate medical students have been
diagnosed with mental health conditions.

Centre asks for accountability...
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Delhi Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena on

Friday said the AAP govern-
ment in Delhi is sitting over
11 CAG Reports and deliber-
ately avoding putting them in
the Assembly.
Taking note of this, he has
written to Delhi Assembly
Speaker Ram Niwas Goel,
urging him to ensure that
these reports are tabled in the
Assembly at the earliest.
According to officials, The

CAG on July 18 informed the
LG Secretariat that 11 of its
reports were pending with
the Delhi finance minister.

Raj Niwas officials said
Saxena has been constantly
flagging the inordinate delay
by AAP Government in laying
these reports in Delhi
Assembly.  Eleven CAG

Reports pertaining to State
Finances,  Pollution
Mitigation, Regulation and
Supply of Liquor in Delhi,
Appropriation Accounts,
regarding PSUs and social
and general sectors and
Performance Audit Report on
Children in Need of Care and
Protection are pending with
Finance Minister Atishi
Marlena. Some of these CAG
Reports are pending since
2022, they added.
The CAG Report on
“Performance Audit on
Regulation and Supply of
Liquor in Delhi” for the peri-
od 2017-18 to 2021-22,  was
sent to Delhi Government on
04.03.2024, and it is pending
with Atishi Marlena since
11.04.2024.
The CAG Report on
“Performance Audit on
Regulation and Supply of

Liquor in Delhi” is critical in
wake of the AAP
Government’s controversial
and failed Excise Policy, which
was later scrapped by Kejriwal
Government fol lowing
charges of rampant corrup-
tion.
On 18.07.2024, the Controller
of Accounts,  GNCTD,
informed the LG Secretariat
that all the above GAG Audit
Reports are pending with the
Finance Minister, Atishi
Marlena.
On 22.02.2024, Saxena had
also written to Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal regarding
pendency of these CAG
Report and requested him to
“advise the Finance Minister,
Delhi, to expeditiously lay
them before the Assembly.”
It is constitutional mandate to
lay the CAG Reports on the
State Finances and perfor-

mance of various sectors relat-
ed to governance in Delhi, as
per Article 151 of the
Constitution read with
Section 48 of the Government
of NCT of Delhi Act, 1991 and
Regulation 210 of the
Regulations on Audit and
Accounts, 2007.
“By not laying the GAG
Reports in the Delhi
Legislative Assembly, the
Delhi Government is avoiding
the scrutiny by the Legislative
Assembly and the public at
large, undermining the very
basis of democratic account-
ability,” Saxena said.
“Such a lapse by the
Government of Delhi in the
matter of laying pending CAG
Reports before the Delhi
Legislative Assembly amounts
to gross dereliction of their
constitutional obligations,” he
said. Earlier also, a number of

CAG reports including those
on the performance of Delhi
Jal Board and the private
power discoms in Delhi were
deliberately kept pending by
the AAP Government for sev-
eral years, prompting the LG
to flag the delays.
"I would urge you to exercise
your power and authority
upon the Delhi government to
ensure that necessary steps are
taken under law for laying all
pending GAG reports before
the Delhi Assembly in the
ensuing session without fur-
ther delay," the LG said.
Depriving the assembly from
exercising its legislative con-
trol over the executive and
avoiding the examination and
scrutiny by the Committee on
Public Accounts is a "clear
violation" of the constitution-
al and legal provisions, he
added.

City Government deliberately sitting on 11 CAG reports: LG
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Senior AAP leader Manish
Sisodia extended birthday

wishes to the jailed Delhi
Chief  Minister Ar vind
Kejriwal and said the party
supremo has been fighting the
"toughest battle against the
dictatorship going on in the
country".
The Aam Aadmi Party will
hold a series of events to cel-
ebrate Kejriwal's birthday,
who turned 56 on Friday.
AAP workers gathered out-
side Tihar and cut a cake to
mark his birthday.
Pradeep Lohan, an AAP
leader who had organised the
celebration, said, "We wanted
to meet him but were not
allowed. We cut a cake to
commemorate his birthday.
Our message to him is, 'You
will soon be with us'."
Kejriwal's wife Sunita, hoped
that the Supreme Court
would deliver justice soon.
"People of Delhi are sending
greetings on the birthday of
their Chief Minister, Arvind

Kejriwal. Thank you very
much to everyone. Amid this
political conspiracy, I have full
faith that the Constitution of
the country is still intact and
the Supreme Court will pro-
tect democracy and deliver
justice soon," she said in a
post on X in Hindi.
Sisodia, who was granted bail
in the excise policy case last
week by the Supreme Court,

called Kejriwal his "political
guru".
"Happy birthday to the chief
minister of Delhi, my dear
friend and political guru
Arvind Kejriwal ji,  who
fought the toughest battle
against the dictatorship going
on in the country".
"We are proud to be soldiers
of a patriotic and revolution-
ary leader who chose to go to

jail rather than kneel before a
dictator. Today the country's
democracy is imprisoned in
the form of Arvind Kejriwal,"
Sisodia said in a post in Hindi
on X.
The former deputy chief min-
ister will also commence his
foot march in the evening.
In a post on X, AAP said,
"Arvind Kejriwal is an idea
that gets stronger the more it

is suppressed."
Delhi  minister Atishi
described Kejriwal as a "rev-
olutionary of modern India"
and exuded confidence that
he would soon come out of
jail."Today is the birthday of
Arvind Kejriwal, the revolu-
tionary of modern India, who
changed the condition of
Delhi with his governance
model.
"Gave new hope to the people
of Delhi with his honest pol-
itics. Arvind Ji, who shaped
the future of millions of peo-
ple while fighting dictator-
ship, is today in jail in a false
case. But truth will prevail,
and the favourite chief min-
ister of Delhiites will come
out," she said on X.
Kejriwal was arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate on
March 21 in a money laun-
dering case linked to the
alleged excise policy scam.
The Supreme Court has
granted him interim bail, but
he is still in jail as the CBI had
arrested him in a related mat-
ter. 
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Amid reports of atrocities
being committed against

minorities in Bangladesh, New
Delhi BJP MP Bansuri Swaraj
and Jawaharlal Nehru
University Vice Chancellor
Santishree D Pandit were part
of a march held in the nation-
al Capital on Friday to protest
alleged atrocities.
Hundreds of women took part
in the march organised by
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS)-linked Nari Shakti
Forum, which began from
Mandi House and will end at
Jantar Mantar. Suspended BJP
leader Nupur Sharma was also
part of the march.
Protesters, carrying religious
flags and placards, demanded
that violence against minorities
in Bangladesh be stopped. Most
protesters tied black bands on
their arms while some covered
their mouths with black bands.
Bangladesh saw a spike in vio-
lence against members of

Hindu community following
the fall of the government led
by Sheikh Hasina, who
resigned and fled to India on
August 5 following massive
protests against her govern-
ment over a controversial quota
system in jobs.
JNU VC Santishree D Pandit,
during the march, said, "One
reason for coming here is the
fight for human rights. Human
rights cannot be only for selec-

tive groups. Human rights are
for everybody. Not just Hindus,
but Buddhists, Christians,
Dalits are being attacked in
Bangladesh. Nobody is there to
get up to speak for them."
Pandit said she came to the
event to extend her support to
a march started by women.
Nari Shakti Forum member
Shreyosi Sinha Basu said
Hindus and Buddhists are
being targeted in Bangladesh.
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The Delhi University has
released the first allocation

list for the undergraduate
admissions 2024-25, with
97,387 candidates offered pro-
grammes and college combi-
nations in the 'round one' of
Common Seat Allotment
System (CSAS).
For admissions to 71,600
sanctioned seats, the univer-
sity considered 5,68,20,017
unique cutoffs and ranks for
the allocations in this round,
according to an official state-
ment.
The Delhi University received
1,72,18,187 number of pref-
erences/choices submitted by
the students seeking admis-
sions to various UG pro-
grammes in different colleges.
In the first round, the number
of girls who have been allot-
ted a seat for admission in DU
is 52,838 while 44,549 boys
have been given seats in the
admission process.
Of these, 243 orphan stu-
dents have been given seats in
the first list of CSAS alloca-
tion. Meanwhile, the number
of single girl child who have
got an allocation stand at
1,339.
The programme in which the
highest allocations have been
done is B.Com (Hons) at
10,096 candidates.
The classes for the first year
UG students will commence
from August 29.
Candidates who have been
shortlisted in round one will
get time to accept the alloca-
tion till 4.59 pm on August 18,
Sunday. They are required to
submit the fees by 4.59 pm,
August 21, Wednesday.
Only the candidates who will
make the payment will be able
to opt for an "upgrade" for
subsequent rounds.
The Delhi University had ear-
lier said it will accept 50 per
cent more applications this
year to avoid vacant seats.
Furthermore, this year the
Delhi University has revised
its tie-breaker rules for gen-
erating ranks based on which
admissions are given.
According the the rules, in a
situation where two or more
candidates have the same
CUET(UG)-2024 merit score

for a programme plus college
combination, first the candi-
date with a higher percentage
of aggregate marks in the
best three subjects of Class XII
will be given preference.
After this, the candidate with
a higher percentage of aggre-
gate marks in the best four
subjects of Class XII will be
given preference and then
the candidates with a higher
percentage of aggregate marks
in the best five subjects of
Class XII will be given pref-
erence.
Following this, preference will
be given to the candidate
having an earlier date of birth
(as mentioned in the Class X
certificate) and, lastly, the
alphabetical ordering of the
names of the candidate will be
considered to give admission.
This year, since the National
Testing Agency (NTA) had
released raw scores instead of
normalised scores, the uni-
versity applied the above stat-
ed tie-breaking rules, to give
admission in case of two stu-
dents with same scores.
In the first allocation round,
the university has decided to
do extra allocations to fill the
seats optimally so that the
academic session may begin
from August 29.
Overall, 97,387 allocations
have been made in the first
round which excludes alloca-
tion to performance-based
programmes and supernu-
merary quotas like--
Children/Widows of
Personnel of the Armed
Forces (CW), Extra Curricular
Activities (ECA), Sports and
Ward, and Christian
Candidates.
This year, the university will
be admitting candidates to 69
colleges, departments, cen-
tres on an approximately
71,600 seats (excluding super-
numerary). There are 1559
programme and college com-
binations on which the admis-
sions will be done.
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Amid the celebrations on
the 78th Independence

Day on Thursday, thousands
of people across the national
Capital faced outages due to
over 50 incidents of tripping of
power transmission lines due
to the use of banned Chinese
'manjha' in celebratory kite fly-
ing on the occasion.
According to the discom offi-
cials on Friday, the maximum
number of tripping incidents
due to Chinese 'manjha'
(metal coated kite string) took
place in the north Delhi areas.
Tata Power Delhi Distribution
Limited (TPDDL) supplying
electricity to the north Delhi
areas reported no kite-flying
induced tripping incidents at

the sub transmission level,
said a spokesperson of the dis-
com. "However, 49 interrup-
tions were reported at the
11kv level, affecting around
25,000 customers," she said.
The discom has been actively
urging people to enjoy kite fly-
ing responsibly. A special safe-
ty advisory video was shared
by the discom advising citi-
zens not to fly kites near elec-
trical installations and avoid-
ing use of "metallic Manjha"
for it, she added. “The other
discoms BRPL and BYPL
reported six such trippings,” a
spokesperson of the BSES
said.
"To raise awareness about the
dangers of flying kites near
electrical installations, BSES
had launched a comprehensive

campaign. This includes social
media posts, interactions with
Resident Welfare Associations
(RWAs) and newsletters aimed
at sensitizing consumers about
the risks associated with
metal-coated manjha," he said.
The Chinese 'manjha' is pop-
ular name of the metal coat-
ed kite string that came from
China. Although its use is

banned because of incidents
related to neck injuries faced
by commuters specially two
wheeler riders as well as the
birds, after getting entangled
in the loose 'manjha" of
detached kites, metal coated
'manjha' is easily available in
the market despite action by
the police and other authori-
ties.

City faces power outages due to Chinese manjha tripping power lines
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National Capital Region
Transport Corporation

(NCRTC) is inviting bids for
exclusive semi-naming and
co-branding rights for five
strategically located stations
on the Delhi-Ghaziabad-
Meerut Regional  Rapid
Transit System (RRTS) corri-
dor.
A statement by the corpora-
tion stated, “This initiative
aims to enhance passenger
experience and convenience
while generating Non-Fare
Box Revenue to support the

operational costs of the RRTS
Corridor. By participating,
brands can signif icantly
increase their visibility by
associating their names with
RRTS stations,  enabling
impactful advertising cam-
paigns that reach a broad
audience.”
It added that the brands
awarded these rights will have
the opportunity to prefix or
suffix their names to station
names, incorporate their
brand colors on station walls,
hoardings, and entry/exit
points, and utilize both bare
and built-up retail spaces.
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In an apparent attack on Leader
of Opposition in Lok Sabha

Rahul Gandhi, Vice President
Jagdeep Dhankhar on Friday
expressed concern that a person
holding a constitutional position
is asking the Supreme Court to
take suo-moto cognisance to
give wings to a “narrative aimed
at destroying our economy”.
Dhankhar’s remarks came after
the Congress on Sunday
slammed the Modi
Government over the
Hindenburg Research’s
allegations against SEBI
Chairperson Madhabi Buch,
with Rahul saying the integrity
of the market regulator has
been “gravely compromised”
and demanded a JPC probe

into the matter. 
Addressing the first batch of
Joint Masters/LLM degree in
IP Law and Management at
National Law University,
Delhi, the Vice President
without naming anyone said,
“Last week, I got extremely
worried when a person
holding a constitutional
position beseeched the
Supreme Court to suo-moto
invoke jurisdiction to give
wings to a narrative aimed at
destroying our economy.”
Addressing the students,
Dhankhar said, “Our youth
must equally rebuff and

neutralise forces that keep
partisan or self-interest above
that of our nation. We cannot
allow it. 
If it happens, it is at the cost of
our rise. You are law students, I
will leave two thoughts with
you. One, scratch your brains
and find out. Jurisdiction of
institution is defined by the
Indian Constitution, be it
legislature, be it executive, be it
judiciary. Jurisdiction of courts
is decided.” 
“Look around the globe, look
at the Supreme Court in the
US, the highest court in the
UK, or other formats. Has
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Home Minister

Amit Shah on Friday lauded the
Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO)’s success-
ful launch of Small Satellite
Launch Vehicle (SSLV) and
described it as a matter of
immense joy. “A remarkable
milestone! Congratulations to
our scientists and industry for
this feat. It is a matter of
immense joy that India now has
a new launch vehicle. 
The cost-effective SSLV will
play an important role in
space missions and will also
encourage private industry.
My best wishes to @isro,
@ I N S P A C e I N D ,
@NSIL_India and the entire
space industry,” Modi said in a
social media post.
The ISRO successfully
launched its third and final
developmental flight of Small
Satellite Launch Vehicle here
on Friday whose payloads can
be used in applications like

satellite-based surveillance,
disaster and environmental
monitoring, fire detection,
volcanic activity among
others. The flight-LV-D3-
would also pave the way for
the industry to collaborate
with ISRO’s commercial arm
NewSpace India Ltd for taking
up launches using the Small
Satellite Launch Vehicle.
Home Minister Amit Shah
congratulated the ISRO saying
this will enhance the
sustainability of the earth by
facilitating environmental
monitoring and disaster
management. 
“Congratulations to @isro on
the launch of SSLV-D3.
This will enhance the
sustainability of the Earth by
facilitating environmental
monitoring and disaster
management. 

Hindenburg allegations: 
Dhankhar takes jibe at Rahul 
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If excessive time spent on
technology and social media

can hinder children from form-
ing meaningful connections,
engaging in arts and crafts may
be crucial in combating mental
health problems affecting mil-
lions globally. These findings,
from two recent studies, under-
score the importance of pro-
tecting tender minds from the
negative health impacts of tech-
nology while highlighting the
benefits of creative activities for
mental well-being.
Dr Helen Keyes of Anglia
Ruskin University in the UK,
the lead author of the study
highlighted that crafting’s
positive effects on well-being
were more significant than
those of employment. 
The study delved into the
meaningful impact of crafting,
noting that its positive effects
on well-being were more
significant than those of
employment. The research
found that participation in
creative activities significantly
enhances life satisfaction,
happiness, and the belief that
life is worthwhile, suggesting
that arts and crafts could play a
key role in promoting public

Tech, social media bad for kids; arts,
crafts good for mental health: Research

there been suo-moto
cognisance even once? Has a
remedy been created beyond
what is provided in the
Constitution? The
Constitution provides original
jurisdiction, appellate
jurisdiction. It provides review
also. But we have curative! If
you do not focus on these
nuances, I wonder who shall
do it. Think about it,” he
said.Rahul Gandhi had also
attacked Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on the issue,
saying it is now abundantly
clear why he is so afraid” of a
Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC) probe. 
The Congress had said the
Supreme Court should take
suo moto cognisance of the
“entire scam” and investigate it
under its aegis because here
the investigating agency SEBI
itself is accused of being
involved in it.

mental health. 
“Crafting provides a sense of
achievement and a meaningful
route to self-expression, which
is not always the case with
employment,” she explained.
The study evaluated public
engagement with various
cultural, digital, and sporting
activities, controlling for
variables such as gender, age,
health, employment status,
and deprivation levels to assess
the general impact of creative
arts on well-being.
Participants reported higher
levels of happiness and life
satisfaction, as well as a
stronger sense that life is
worthwhile, comparable to the
benefits of being employed.
However, the study did not
find a link between crafting
and reduced loneliness,
potentially due to the solitary
nature of some crafts. 
Dr Keyes emphasised the
potential for governments and
health services to fund and
promote crafting as part of a
broader approach to
enhancing public well-being.
Another study based on a
survey of 1,146 parents,
revealed concerns over
children’s technology use, with
50 per cent worried about
excessive screen time, 30 per
cent about bullying, and 22 per
cent about the social impact of
the pandemic. 



to a query.
Somanath was talking to
reporters after successfully
launching the third and final
developmental flight of the
Small Satellite Launch Vehicle
that placed the Earth
Observation Satellite into
orbit earlier in the day. The
success of the third and final
developmental flight would
pave the way for launch of
commercial missions using
the smallest vehicle by ISRO’s
commercial arm NewSpace
India Ltd (NSIL).
Today’s successful mission
ofLV allows industry to forge

a partnership with ISRO for
placing satellites into Low
Earth Orbit. Besides, it would
also allow a company to gain
knowledge on rockets, launch
vehicles, and satellites in the
Small Satellite Launch Vehicle
missions.
To a query about the
requirement for industries to
partner with the ISRO for
taking up commercial launch
ofLV missions, Somanath said
a day-long meeting was
recently held with the
industry.
“I am hoping that the first
technology transfer will
happen in India between
ISRO and industry. The
Request for Interest (RFI) was
released and as a single
(entity) or as consortia, a
company can show interest on
the technology transfer (from
ISRO) and what were the
expectations from ISRO and
how to qualify for such
missions,” he said.
From the interactions held

with the industry it emerged
there was a huge amount of
interest for them to learn
about space, he added.
“We told them it will be a
huge challenge for anyone to
learn rocketry from scratch. It
is not just transferring
technology, we are
transferring the knowledge
on how things are done (at
ISRO). It is not the drawings
alone, it is the knowledge
behind those drawings we
transfer to industry,”
according to Somanath, also
the Secretary, Department of
Space.
Through the industry
partnerships, ISRO would
teach them on how to build a
rocket, he said and added that
the industry should qualify as
per the criteria put forth by
ISRO. The company should
possess manufacturing
capabilities, manufacturing
facilities and financial
strengths of a company would
be assessed, he said.
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Heavy rain lashed parts of
Rajasthan, including

Hindoli in the Bundi district
where the rainfall levels
exceeded the 200-mm mark.
Some places in Jaipur, Dausa,
Baran, Nagaur, Jodhpur,
Bikaner, Pali and Sawai
Madhopur districts witnessed
heavy rainfall. Meanwhile,
extremely heavy rain was
recorded at some places in
Ajmer and Bundi districts
during the last 24 hours.
The highest rainfall in eastern
Rajasthan has been recorded
in Hindoli in Bundi district at
220 mm and in Bikaner’s
Kolayat in the western region
saw 172 mm of rain from
yesterday till 8.30 am today.
During this period, several
areas recorded light to
moderate rainfall, according
to the MeT department.
Light to moderate rainfall
lashed some places in Alwar,
Sikar, Karauli, Kota, Bhilwara,
Tonk, Jaisalmer and Barmer
districts of the state.
“The circulation system
formed over north-eastern
Rajasthan is now slowly
moving towards the western
region. Due to its effect, there
is a strong possibility of heavy
or very heavy rain in some
parts of Jodhpur, Ajmer and
Bikaner divisions during the
next 24 hours,” an official
said.
Heavy rainfall is likely in the
state from 17 August and
clear skies and sunshine will
be in most parts during
August 17 to 22, the official
said.
Another round of heavy rains
is expected in the last week of
August.

Downpour in
Rajasthan, Bundi’s
Hindoli records
220 mm rain
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BJP Rajya Sabha member
Lahar Singh Siroya on

Friday said the Karnataka
government’s decision to
close its accounts with the
State Bank of India and
Punjab National Bank looked
“arbitrary and suspicious” in
view of a Rs 187 crore scam in
a state-owned corporation
through the Union Bank of
India.
He sought to know why the
two nationalised banks were
targeted when all the banks
are governed by the Reserved
Bank of India guidelines.
Quoting media reports,
Siroya said all the
departments have been
directed to close accounts and
withdraw deposits from these
two banks.
The reports also said no
further deposits or
investments will be allowed in
these banks. The decision had
apparently been taken over
misappropriation of funds, he
said.
Karnataka government
ordered all its departments,
boards, corporations, public

sector units and universities
to withdraw all their deposits
and investments in the State
Bank of India and the Punjab
National Bank and stop any
business with these
institutions on August 12.
The order was reported on
August 14.
“This move by the Karnataka
government looks arbitrary
and suspicious to me,
especially after the Karnataka
Maharshi Valmiki Scheduled
Tribes Development
Corporation (KMVSTDC)
scam came out, in which
around Rs 187 crore was
illegally transferred through a
nationalised bank,” he said.

The BJP MP from Karnataka
was referring to the scam in
which a former Karnataka
Minister B Nagendra was
arrested by the Enforcement
Directorate and is presently in
jail.
The scam came to light after
the Accounts Superintendent
of KMVSTDC,
Chandrasekharan P, died by
suicide. In his suicide note, he
explained how a new account
was created in the UBI where
all the money belonging to
the Corporation was
transferred.
Further Rs 88 crore was
illegally transferred to various
bank accounts in Hyderabad.

Siroya wondered whether a
state government could take
such a unilateral decision
against two nationalised
banks and whether or not all
the banks are governed by the
rules and regulations of the
RBI.
“If the state government has
problems with the banks,
should they not have reached
out to the RBI? Can some
nationalised banks be more
acceptable and some less to
the state government? What is
the nature of
misappropriation that the
state government is talking
about? Have they probed it?
What really is happening
within the Government of
Karnataka?” the BJP asked.
He expressed his
apprehension about whether
the Congress-led state
government was trying to
deliberately create suspicion
about the banking system
through this action.
He appealed to Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Seetharaman, who is also a
Rajya Sabha member from
Karnataka, to take note of this
order. 
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ISRO has targeted to launch
the first mission of the

ambitious Gaganyaan project
by December, a top official
said here on Friday.
Currently, some of the rocket
hardware for the human space
programme has reached the
Satish Dhawan Space Centre
here and the integration of the
crew module was going on at
the Vikram Sarabhai Space
Centre, Trivandrum, ISRO
Chairman S Somanath said.
“Today, we are working on the
first mission of the
Gaganyaan called G1. The
first unmanned mission. The
status today is the rocket, the
S200 stage, the L1, C32 stage
are all at Satish Dhawan Space
Centre,” he said.
He said the Crew Module
integration was going on at
VSSC Trivandrum while
Crew Escape hardware was
also ready.
“So, we have to complete with
full wiring and testing should
be done. Our target is by
November the whole system
will reach here, possibly by
December launch will
happen,” he said, responding

‘Arbitrary and suspicious’: BJP MP on K’taka
Govt’s decision to snap dealings with SBI, PNB
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After a humiliating defeat
in the Assembly and Lok

Sabha polls, the BRS is now
planning to reinvent itself
and also plans to study from
other opposition parties in
the country to possibly
emulate them, the party’s
working president K T Rama
Rao said on Friday.
He also said a team from the
former Chief Minister K
Chandrasekhar Rao-led
regional party would, next
month, visit Tamil Nadu to
meet some political parties in
the southern state, followed
by other places.
“The intent is very clear. We
are a party of 25 years old. I
think there comes a time for
everybody, every
organisation like where you
will have to constantly
reinvent. That is the intent.
We want to study other
parties which have
successfully navigated
tougher times and have come
back stronger,” Rao told PTI

Video.
Rao’s remarks came after the,
once regarded as a formidable
party, plummeted to third
position in 14 out of 17
constituencies in the recently
concluded Lok Sabha polls.
Bharat Rashtra Samithi (then
Telangana Rashtra Samith)
had won nine seats and
secured a vote share of 41.71
per cent in the 2019
Parliamentary elections. The
party’s vote share declined to
less than 17 per cent in the
just-concluded Lok Sabha
polls.
The beleaguered party also
witnessed desertions by
several leaders including
some legislators.
“We also want to understand
as the principal opposition
what are the kind of issues
they (other opposition
parties) picked up, what are
the kind of methods,
methodologies they have
adopted. So all of this is
important for us to learn
from other political parties,”
he further said.

To a query on the Congress
Party’s allegation that BRS
has a “tacit” understanding

with BJP, Rao dismissed them
saying they are baseless.
If BRS had any tacit

understanding with BJP, his
sister and MLC K Kavitha
would not be in jail for 150
days, he said.
“I don’t think there could be a
more straight answer to this
(allegations),” he added.
On the state government’s
farm loan waiver, he said it
was a “cruel joke” as the
dispensation reduced it from
Rs 40,000 crore to just Rs
17,900 crore. 
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The jury is still out on
whether the recent
landslides in Wayanad

is a result of human callous-
ness or nature's own way-
wardness. Two weeks after
the deluge, there is still no
confirmed count of lives
lost. Survivors and search
teams are continuing to sift
through the debris to find
remains of those swept away.
With everything lost, scores
are staring at the challenge of
finding some means to take
life forward. Monsoon does-
n't evoke tender sentiments
of love and romance any
longer. It now denotes death
and destruction. It shows
how hapless man is before
fate and it also bears testimo-
ny to human resilience in the
face of catastrophe. 
Like it happened once in
2018, when the whole
ofKerala stood up and held
hands to rescue and rebuild
those caught in the floods,
people came together in the
aftermath of the recent land-
slides too. Helping hands
were extended from far and
wide and relief materials
dispatched at short notice.
And fromhordes of donors
came loads of unwanted
things too:fromused clothes

to perishables that cannot be
used optimally. 
A social media post showed
volunteers grappling with
heaps of material that reflect-
ed collective compassion
and magnanimity, but also
underlined the difficulty of
harnessing people's largesse
effectively. 
An appeal was made to the
public to avoid sending veg-
etables and bread, and
chiefly clothes, and instead
dispatch other essentials. It
was misconstrued by a seg-
ment of people andit sent
wrong signals that the hun-
dreds who had taken shelter
in relief camps did not need
help anymore as much of it
was languishing in the col-
lection centres. Nothing
could be further from the

truth. 
Whether in the tragic
instances of natural calami-
ty or in war-ravaged parts of
the world where people have
had to flee and seek refuge
in makeshift camps, there is
a colossal need for human
kindness and generosity. But
we oftenmake mistakes in
the way we express and
extend this willingness to
help and save people from
aftermaths of misfortunes. 
The first thing that comes to
our common mind when we
talk of aid is heaps of clothes
that we dump in collection
centres.
Although the amount of
second-hand wear that peo-
ple dispose in the name of
charity has decreased with
awareness campaigns, there
still is a huge dearth of
information and knowledge
regarding the kind of assis-
tance people in relief camps
need - be it after a natural
calamity or in strife-ridden
communities. 
There is also scepticism with
regard to monetary help:
trust is lacking and not many
believe that the funds are
allocated rightly and to the
needy because there are no
means to trace the money

trail. That a lot of cash gets
siphoned off is the public
perception. Given this, how
do good-natured people who
are willing to lend a helping
land to the afflicted make a
contribution? What is a
trusted channel? It is hard to
say with certainty, but the
only choice we have is to
trust the people who take up
such endeavours or be part
of volunteer groups that ini-
tiates such action.
It is indeed a shame that
some devious minds take
advantage of this opportuni-
ty to make a quick buck and
instances of wrongdoing are
not unheard of.  But at the
end of the day, it is one per-
son's misery meeting anoth-
er person's magnanimity. 
Creating safe and guaranteed
channels of help and support
will make more people come
forward to restore the lives of
those affected. The onus of
winning public trust through
transparency lies with com-
munity leaders, politicians
and philanthropists. Even
the kindliest thoughts and
action can go to waste if they
are not done with discretion. 

(The author is a Dubai-
based columnistand writing

coach; views are personal)
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tories. After winning three bouts against
top athletes from Ukraine, Japan, and
Cuba, Phogat's weight increased slight-
ly after taking refreshments to recover.
Despite her efforts to reduce her weight
through exercise and even trimming her
hair, she missed the limit by just 100
grams.
According to Rule 11 of the United
World Wrestling (UWW), athletes must
weigh in daily, and failure to meet the
weight results in disqualification and for-
feiture of previous wins. This rule,
however, contradicts the Olympic
Charter, which encourages the support
of women athletes (Bylaws 2.8 and
2.10) and promotes their health and
well-being (Bylaw 2.18). The back-to-
back scheduling of bouts, without ade-
quate recovery time, led to Phogat’s
physical exhaustion, violating these
principles.
If the UWW rule were consistent with
the Olympic Charter, her disqualifica-
tion would not have occurred. Phogat’s
plea to be recognized as a joint silver
medalist is justified, given her previous

performance and the fact that her dis-
qualification was a result of an unfair
rule.

Gopalaswamy J |Chennai
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Madam —  On August 15, all Indians
celebrate by singing patriotic songs,
posting quotations on social media, and
staging emotional plays to instill patri-
otism in young minds. 
However, the enthusiasm often wanes
the next day.  Selling flags made of paper
and plastic, only to have them treated
disrespectfully, is wrong.   This disre-
spect must cease. Our focus should shift
to the country's needs beyond just one-
day celebrations and songs. Though an
individual can't change the entire system,
collective efforts can. After so many sac-
rifices by our great leaders, we must
question if we're truly an independent
nation or only in name.

Md Imadaullah | Muzaffarpur
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Madam —  Tungabhadra dam crest gate
has swept away in the water after its
chain link snapped.  The ancient name
of the river Tungabhadra was Pampa.   In
the epic Ramayana also, this river was
called by name Pampa.   Construction
of the dam started in 1949 and complet-
ed in 1953 is said to be irrigating 12 lakh
acres of land.  It is more than 70 years
since the dam was dedicated to the
nation. The fall of 19th crest gate has led
to the release of over 1 lakh cusecs of
water into the river.   By the time the new
gate is fixed, much more water will be
lost to the river.   It is said that the water
level has to be brought down to 60 cmtft
for installing new gate. 
This incident must open the eyes of all
the riparian states to inspect the dams
which have been built decades ago.  It
goes without saying that like any other
national asset, the dams have also their
own life.   Dams always face water pres-
sure and it would be too high during the
rainy season when the rivers carry
unprecedented quantity of water.   Any
laxity shown in the proper maintenance
of dams reduces the life of dams.  It is
said that the crest gate swept away dur-
ing midnight.   
Had it happened during day time, there
would have been the possibility of peo-
ple and animals falling victims to the
sudden gushing of water.   Former Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai has blamed
the state government for ignoring the
recommendations of the dam commit-
tee that came from centre.  If it is true
that the state government has not taken
seriously the recommendations of the
committee, the state government must
accept the blame.  

KV Seetharamaiah| Bengaluru
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Madam— It is both sad and disappoint-
ing that the Court of Arbitration for
Sport (CAS) has dismissed Vinesh
Phogat's appeal to be declared a joint sil-
ver medalist, despite her convincing vic-
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da cannot be ruled out. For
many militants, terrorism pro-
vides a livelihood, with indi-
viduals willing to sacrifice
their lives for monetary com-
pensation. Ajmal Kasab, the
infamous terrorist involved in
the 2008 Mumbai attacks, is
one such example of someone
misled into committing
heinous acts in exchange for
money.
Despite efforts by the central
government to address the
issue through dialogues with
Pakistan and engaging with
separatists, insurgent activities
continue unabated.
Policymakers must recognize
that terrorism directly impacts
the nation's well-being. Anti-
terrorism policies must be
flexible and responsive to
changing threats, utilizing the
latest recommendations and
technologies to ensure securi-
ty.
Today's terrorists are far more
organized and professional
than those from a decade ago.
Although new security mea-
sures have been implemented,
the threat remains unpre-
dictable. The region's geogra-
phy provides an ideal base for
guerrilla activities, and the
militants have become more
sophisticated in their strategies,
acquiring advanced weapons
from across the border. Their
use of automatic weapons,
grenades, and low-intensity
bombs demonstrates meticu-
lous planning and execution. 
This modern breed of terror-
ists no longer hides in the

shadows. They openly attack,
targeting financial hubs and
other vital locations, as seen in
recent global terror incidents.
Terrorists exploit advance-
ments in transportation and
weaponry to expand their net-
works. Suicide squads, in par-
ticular, have shocked the secu-
rity apparatus with their bold-
ness and brutality. Terrorists
meticulously plan their attacks,
aiming to inspire fear and
manipulate the public to
achieve their objectives. 
In his famous work, "Why
Men Rebel," Ted Robert Gurr
argues that people driven by
intense motivation toward a
goal often resort to violence.
This is evident in modern ter-
rorism, where militants see
their acts as justified sacrifices
for a cause. William Hennery
also noted that some political-
ly motivated acts of terrorism
are so deeply rooted in com-
mitment that no sanctions
can deter them.
International experts like
Professor Yonah Alexander
have analyzed the evolution of
terrorism. Modern terrorists
differ from their predecessors
in their use of technology and
tactics. Small, sophisticated
groups now employ increas-
ingly violent methods to cre-
ate a psychological impact,
aiming to instill fear in the
public and force governments
to react.
The ultimate goal of terrorism
is psychological, not practical.
Terrorists seek to alter behav-
ior and bring about societal or

governmental changes
through fear.  There is an
urgent need for preventive
measures to address the griev-
ances fueling terrorism,
improved security strategies,
and an understanding of the
social and cultural factors dri-
ving people to insurgency.
Effective counter-terrorism
efforts require not just govern-
ment action but also commu-
nity involvement. Citizens can
play a critical role in improv-
ing security by cooperating
with law enforcement agencies.
Beyond strict anti-terrorism
laws, programs aimed at
addressing the root causes of
terrorism, such as poverty and
lack of education, are essential.
Several nations have taken
steps to combat state-spon-
sored terrorism, including eco-
nomic sanctions, but consen-
sus remains elusive at both the
national and international lev-
els. The nexus between drug
smuggling and terrorism fur-
ther complicates matters. To
address this, judicial proce-
dures must be streamlined to
ensure speedy trials for those
involved in drug trafficking
and terrorism. India, in partic-
ular, can learn valuable lessons
from the counter-terrorism
efforts of other nations, such
as the United States, which has
effectively prevented major
terrorist attacks since 9/11.
(The author, a recipient of the

Bharat Gaurav award, is a
professor and expert on

strategic affairs; views are
personal)
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The recent terrorist
attack on Army
Captain Deepak Singh,
tragically killed a day
before India's 78th

Independence Day, must be con-
demned unequivocally. This act
of violence, along with the discov-
ery that at least three terrorists
were hiding in the Doda district
of Jammu and Kashmir (J&K),
underscores the persistence of
militant activities in the region.
Unfortunately, this incident is not
an isolated one but a continuation
of the long-standing saga of ter-
rorism in J&K. Recent attacks in
Jammu indicate a significant shift
in terrorist activities due to sev-
eral factors.
Firstly, terrorists want to send a
message that despite the abroga-
tion of Article 370 and the cen-
tral government's commendable
efforts, the situation in J&K
remains unstable. Secondly,
Jammu's vast forest areas provide
an ideal base for militants to
launch guerrilla attacks and evade
security forces. Thirdly, the
improved law and order situation
in Kashmir has led to a shift in
insurgent focus toward Jammu.
Lastly, while terrorism in the
region had been suppressed for a
time, it has not been eradicated,
and militants are now re-emerg-
ing with increased vigor.
J&K has long been a target of
insurgents. Over the years,
numerous terrorist attacks in
areas like Sopore, Budgam, and
Dooru Shahbad have raised seri-
ous concerns for security agen-
cies. What is particularly alarm-
ing about the recent upsurge is the
shift in strategy. Terrorists are no
longer just targeting the military
and police but are also attacking
civilians, indicating their des-
peration to gain attention.
Additionally, there has been no
respite between these attacks, as
militants seem relentless in their
mission of destruction. Unlike in
the past, Jammu has now become
the epicenter of this terror
onslaught due to its proximity to
the border. Religion has once
again resurfaced as a significant
motivating factor for terrorists.
The primary goal of these terror-
ists is to destabilize the region and
create a vulnerable atmosphere.
The involvement of a neighbor-
ing country with a hidden agen-
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��""�&� &�� �����8�� &��"�9�&�� ���� %������&�� ��#
��&������%&�%$���&!��������0�����&�% ��������&�����0�.
&����%���&��9���'���%$����%&�&�����0&�$��8�#��'
�"$���"��&�&��&����#0��&�#���0&��9����������'.
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A G Rajmohan  | Anantapur
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In 1973, Aruna Shanbaug, a
25-year-old nurse at
Mumbai’s KEM Hospital,

was brutally assaulted—raped
and strangled with a metal dog
chain—which left her in a veg-
etative state for the next 43
years. Five decades later, his-
tory has repeated itself with the
horrific rape and murder of a
31-year-old resident doctor at
Kolkata’s RG Kar Medical
College. Both crimes occurred
within hospital premises,
underscoring the vulnerabili-
ty of female medical staff in
supposedly secure environ-
ments. The question is
inevitable: has the state failed
these women—and society—
yet again?
The recent murder of the
Kolkata doctor has sparked
outrage across the nation.
Protests by junior doctors have

disrupted medical services, as
they demand justice and
action. While a "civic volun-
teer" was arrested, there is
growing suspicion that more
individuals were involved in
this gruesome crime. What’s
particularly alarming is that
the assailant may have been a
regular visitor to the hospital,
raising the likelihood that he
had prior interactions with the
victim. The nature of her
injuries, as revealed by the

post-mortem report, suggests
that this was not only an act of
sexual violence but also one of
intense personal vengeance. 
Crimes of this brutality—espe-
cially those involving rape—
are not isolated incidents in
India. In 2022, the National
Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) reported an average of
90 rapes per day. However,
authorities acknowledge that
the actual number could be
much higher, as many rapes go
unreported due to societal
taboos. Unofficial estimates
suggest that over 100 rapes
occur daily in India, with a
staggering 80% of them clas-
sified as brutal. Despite the
shocking frequency of such
attacks, society and the state
have failed to address the root
causes effectively.
The 1973 case of Aruna

Shanbaug was a grim precur-
sor to today’s epidemic of vio-
lence against women. After
being raped and left for dead
by a ward boy, she remained in
a coma for 43 years, lovingly
cared for by her colleagues.
Her assailant, however, served
only seven years in jail. Aruna’s
case remained in the media
spotlight for decades, yet no
sweeping reforms were made
to improve the safety of female
medical staff. Hospitals like RG
Kar Medical College continue
to lack basic security protocols,
leaving women vulnerable to
heinous acts of violence.
Despite the public outcry that
followed Aruna’s case, and the
more recent protests in
Kolkata, most state-run hospi-
tals have not implemented
adequate safety measures. 
The issue of relying on “civic

volunteers” instead of trained
security personnel has long
been a problem in govern-
ment-run hospitals. These vol-
unteers are often paid meager
wages and supplement their
income through unofficial
means. Many have political
affiliations, which give them a
degree of immunity from dis-
ciplinary action.
Year after year, issues related to
hospital safety—such as mal-
functioning CCTV cameras,
poorly lit areas, and inadequate

security staff—are flagged but
seldom addressed. These fail-
ures have made doctors, espe-
cially women, increasingly
vulnerable to attacks. The hor-
rific gang rape of a young
woman in Delhi in 2012 led to
promises of reforms, yet most
of these remain unfulfilled.
The Nirbhaya Fund, created in
the aftermath of that tragedy
to improve women’s safety,
remains largely underutilized.
Between 2013 and 2022, less
than half of its allocation was
spent. The gap between inten-
tion and outcome remains
wide, and women continue to
pay the price for this failure.
The implementation of the
Sexual Harassment of Women
at Workplace (Prevention,
Prohibition, and Redressal)
Act of 2013 has been half-
hearted at best. Women in the

medical profession are espe-
cially vulnerable—not only to
sexual assault but also to intim-
idation and violence from
patients, hospital staff, col-
leagues, and even senior facul-
ty. In many government hos-
pitals, security is virtually non-
existent in certain sections,
leaving female staff, including
doctors and nurses, at the
mercy of anyone who wishes
them harm.
There is a pressing need for the
government to regulate secu-
rity protocols in medical insti-
tutions across the country.
Promises on paper are insuf-
ficient; action must follow.
Hospitals must invest in safe
lodging for female doctors, and
legislation protecting doctors
from violence must be passed
without delay. The Supreme
Court of India, in May 2023,

criticized authorities for failing
to ensure a secure workplace
for women. Such failures are
not just administrative over-
sights—they are a direct threat
to the lives of women in the
medical profession.
The case in Kolkata, where the
city ironically ranked as the
safest in India in 2024 accord-
ing to NCRB data, exposes a
troubling disconnect between
official statistics and the grim
reality on the ground. The
tragic deaths of women like
Aruna Shanbaug and the
young doctor in Kolkata serve
as stark reminders that much
remains to be done to protect
women in India. Their stories
should not just be a cause for
temporary outrage but a call to
action for systemic change.

(The author is a freelance
writer, views are personal)
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background and the rise and fall of
Afghanistan’s communist regime
from 1978 to 1989. The communist
ideology, as practised under Stalin,
evolved into a form of tribal feudal-
ism, which some in Afghanistan
found more appealing than
Western market economies. 
This alignment facilitated political
power for those who exploited
socialism for their ends, illustrating
how political ideologies can be dis-
torted to serve specific interests,
ultimately leading to their down-
fall.The introduction of commu-
nism into Afghanistan profoundly
impacted its social structure.
Afghanistan, a fragmented region
with diverse tribal groups and a
mountainous terrain, was ill-suit-
ed for a unitary political system. 
Federalism might have been more
effective, but this reality was often
overlooked, leading to ongoing
violence that the Taliban would
inherit.In the 20th century,
reformist movements emerged,
bringing communist ideologies to
Afghanistan. Abdulrahman
Mahmudi, an early communist
figure, founded the newspaper
Nida'-yi-Khalq (Voice of the
People) and the Hezb-e Khalq
(People's Party) in the late 1940s.
Although imprisoned and later
dying in 1963, Mahmudi's legacy
continued through his family until
the 1970s, eventually evolving into
a Maoist movement. Prominent
leftists like Mir Muhammad
Siddique Farhan and Noor
Muhammad Taraki also played
significant roles, with Taraki
becoming a key communist leader
after returning from India. 
The Afghan monarchy, led by
Mohammad Zahir Shah, was over-
thrown in a coup by his cousin
General Mohammad Dawood
Khan on July 17, 1973. Dawood
established the Republic of

Afghanistan but was ousted in
1978 by leftist leaders Noor
Mohammad Taraki, Babrak
Karmal, and Hafizullah Amin, fol-
lowing the assassination of Mir
Akbar Khyber. Taraki's presidency
and Amin's prime ministership
attempted significant social
reforms, but their rapid implemen-
tation in a culturally resistant soci-
ety led to widespread protests. 
The political struggle culminated in
a coup by Amin, who ousted
Taraki, later reported as dying of an
"unknown illness" but suffocated by
guards. Key figures in pre-Taliban
Afghan politics included
Mohammad Zahir Shah,
Mohammad Dawood Khan, Mir
Akbar Khyber, Noor Mohammad
Taraki, and Hafizullah
Amin.Mohammad Zahir Shah,
king of Afghanistan from 1933 to
1973, oversaw significant social
reforms and modernisation efforts.
Educated in Kabul and France,
Zahir Shah returned to Afghanistan
at age 19 and took on various roles
within the monarchy. By the early
1960s, he was a respected ruler who
embraced democratic principles
and established a new parliament,
working to modernise Afghanistan
and improve living standards. Many
nostalgic images of pre-Taliban
Afghanistan reflect the successes of
his administration.
In 1973, while Zahir Shah was in
Italy for eye surgery, his cousin
Mohammad Dawood Khan over-
threw the government and estab-
lished a new regime. Zahir Shah
spent decades in Italy, during which
Afghanistan’s progress towards
democracy was undone. Dawood’s
regime, followed by the leadership
of Noor Mohammad Taraki and
Hafizullah Amin, marked a shift
towards Cold War-era conflicts.
The assassination of Mir Akbar
Khyber, whose killer remains debat-

ed, facilitated Taraki and Amin’s rise
to power.Taraki’s government,
which came to power in April 1978,
was seen as a new dawn but soon
became mired in violence and dis-
cord. The administration's failure to
address the needs of Afghan
refugees and internal dissent led to
widespread dissatisfaction. Taraki’s
efforts to implement rapid social
reforms, aimed at expediting the
revolution, only intensified internal
strife and fuelled extremist oppo-
sition, further destabilising the
country.In August 1978, Noor
Mohammad Taraki, addressing the
growing Islamic protest move-
ment, remarked: "From the
moment our party assumed power,
capitalist and reactionary forces
have sought to undermine us using
religion as a weapon against our
progressive agenda. This tactic is
outdated and flawed. These forces,
driven by imperialistic agendas, aim
to overthrow our government,
believing they can succeed swiftly.
But we are resilient, and their con-
spiracies are merely remnants of
failed efforts against progressive
movements."Taraki’s statement
reflects the early resistance he
faced, which he struggled to address
effectively. 
Internal strife within his party,
particularly with Hafizullah Amin,
compounded his challenges. Taraki,
who once praised Amin’s ambition,
soon discovered Amin's dangerous
intentions. Despite Taraki's belief
that Soviet support would safeguard
his power, his political naivety and
disregard for social realities creat-
ed a fertile ground for extremist
groups nurtured by Pakistan. This
eventually led to Amin’s rise and the
Soviet intervention.To be continued

(The writer is a journalist and
author. Views expressed are

personal)

Experts from the United Nations
have issued a statement regarding
the situation in Afghanistan,
commemorating three years since
the United States and its allies'

shameless and disgraceful withdrawal,
betraying the Afghan people. Based on his-
torical patterns, this represents yet anoth-
er instance of a nation being abandoned,
leaving its people in a dire state while the
US and its proxies maintain indirect con-
trol. The irony is striking: the very group
once branded as terrorists by the West is
now, paradoxically, expected to govern,
despite having been considered freedom
fighters not long ago. The UN experts
express grave concern over ongoing human
rights violations under the Taliban regime,
highlighting systemic discrimination, seg-
regation, and severe marginalisation of
women and girls. 
As we confront three years of this precar-
ious status quo, it is evident that isolation-
ism is inadequate. The international com-
munity must seek effective engagement
strategies to address the complex realities
in Afghanistan, moving beyond mere
diplomatic or punitive measures. In this
context, it is crucial to reassess Afghanistan's
historical trajectory, where the land has been
used as an instrument by powerful actors,
often at the expense of one of the most
vibrant and resilient human communities.
In the aftermath of the September 2001
attacks, the world bore a heavy cost as the
United States’ 'war on terror' led to the
deaths of over a million unarmed civilians
in Iraq, Afghanistan, and Pakistan, osten-
sibly in pursuit of justice for the three thou-
sand lost lives. This tragic toll exposes the
brutal reality of US foreign policy, which
relies on organised violence against per-
ceived threats to its dominance, highlight-
ing the need for a significant realignment.
The disgraceful withdrawal from
Afghanistan, marked by the abandonment
of billions of dollars worth of weapons,
exemplifies the catastrophic failure of this
approach. 
Meanwhile, a recent UNICEF report reveals
the severe mental health crisis afflicting
Afghan children, with over 24 per cent suf-
fering from anxiety—ten times the global
average—and 15 per cent battling depres-
sion, underscoring the profound psycholog-
ical trauma inflicted by the ongoing con-
flict. Western civilisation often positions
itself as the pinnacle of human development,
a hubris that has led to immense destruc-
tion. The US's quest for global dominance
sowed the seeds of terrorism; groups now
labelled as terrorists, such as the Afghan
Mujahideen, were initially supported by the
US through covert operations like
Operation Cyclone, with British intelligence
aiding in what became one of the most cost-
ly US operations. During the Cold War, the
US, in its zeal to counter Soviet influence,
allied with any force against the USSR, turn-
ing a blind eye to human rights and legal
norms. While seeking to replicate the
Soviet Union's Vietnam misstep, the US
supported the Mujahideen in Afghanistan
via Pakistan. In 1987, President Reagan
praised Mujahideen's progress and
promised ongoing support for a free
Afghanistan. 
Yet, subsequent US actions revealed stark
hypocrisy and a readiness to use ruthless
tactics for political advantage.The Afghan
crisis offers crucial insights into global
power dynamics. Understanding the Soviet
invasion requires recognising its complex
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The hues of the Indian tri-
colour, India’s rich cultural

heritage and strong bilateral
relations with the US resonated
across the city as the country’s
78th Independence Day was
celebrated here with patriotic
fervour.A slew of events com-
memorating India’s
Independence Day were held
across the city on Thursday
highlighting the strong people-
to-people ties between India
and the US as well as India’s rich
heritage.
Flag hoisting ceremonies were
held at the Consulate General of
India in New York, Permanent
Mission of India to the UN,
Times Square and lower
Manhattan in the presence of
members of the Indian diaspo-
ra and city officials. Minister of

State for External Affairs Pabitra
Margherita, who was in the city
before travelling on to Latin
America, addressed members of
the diaspora at the flag hoisting
ceremony in the Consulate and
Times Square.\Leading diaspo-
ra organisation Federation of
Indian Associations NY-NJ-CT-
NE (FIA) held a special

Independence Day celebration at
the iconic New York City desti-
nation Times Square, which
was seeped in the hues of the
Indian tricolor, as patriotic songs
reverberated through the air
and the country’s rich cultural
heritage was on full
display.Consul General of India
in New York Binaya Pradhan
hoisted the tricolour at the
Consulate as well as at Times
Square. Margherita told mem-
bers of the diaspora that “as I
address you for the first time on
American soil, I am struck by
the profound connection
between our two great nations”.
Echoing the message of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
Margherita said that India and
the US, two of the world’s largest
democracies and economies,
share a bond that goes beyond
mere diplomatic ties.
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Thailand’s Parliament elected
Paetongtarn Shinawatra, the

youngest daughter of the divisive
former leader Thaksin
Shinawatra, as the country’s
new prime minister Friday.
Paetongtarn becomes Thailand’s
third leader from the Shinawatra
family, after her father, who
was ousted by coup before
returning from exile last year,
and her aunt Yingluck
Shinawatra, who lives in exile.
Paetongtarn also became
Thailand’s second female prime
minister after her aunt and the
country’s youngest leader at 37.
She is the leader of the ruling
Pheu Thai party but was not an
elected lawmaker, which was not
required for her to be a candi-
date for prime minister.
Paetongtarn was the sole nom-
inee and got a majority of the
votes in Parliament with the vot-
ing ongoing.The last prime min-
ister had been removed by the
Constitutional Court two days
ago over an ethics violation.

Thaksin is one of Thailand’s
most popular but divisive polit-
ical figures and was ousted by a
military coup in 2006. He is
widely seen as a de facto leader
of Pheu Thai, the latest in a
string of parties linked to him.
His residual popularity and
influence is a factor behind the
political support for
Paetongtarn.

Her public entry into politics
came in 2021 when the Pheu
Thai party announced she
would lead an inclusion adviso-
ry committee. She was appoint-
ed as leader of Pheu Thai last
year, after she was named one of
its three prime ministerial can-
didates ahead of the polls. When
Paetongtarn was on the cam-
paign trail for Pheu Thai, she

acknowledged her family ties but
insisted she was not just her
father’s proxy.
“It’s not the shadow of my dad.
I am my dad’s daughter, always
and forever, but I have my own
decisions,” she told a reporter.
However, her father’s shadow is
too big to be dismissed and her
work will not be easy with him
continuing to call political shots
for Pheu Thai, said Petra
Alderman, a political research
fellow at England’s University of
Birmingham. “Thaksin was a
political force to reckon with, but
he was also a liability,” she said,
“He has a tendency to overplay
his political hand, so serving in
his shadow has never been easy.”
Paetongtarn’s nomination fol-
lowed the removal of Prime
Minister Srettha Thavisin on
Wednesday after less than a year
in office. The Constitutional
Court found him guilty of a seri-
ous ethical breach regarding
his appointment of a Cabinet
member who was jailed in con-
nection with an alleged bribery
attempt.
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International diplomacy to prevent the
war in Gaza from spreading into a

wider regional conflict intensified Friday,
with the British and French foreign min-
isters making a joint trip to Israel while
internationally mediated cease-fire talks
in Qatar were expected to enter their sec-
ond day. The new push for an end to the
Israel-Hamas war came as the Palestinian
death toll in Gaza climbed past 40,000,
according to Gaza health authorities, and
fears remained high that Iran and
Hezbollah militants in Lebanon would
attack Israel in retaliation for the killings
of top militant leaders.
“This is a dangerous moment for the
Middle East,” British Foreign Secretary
David Lammy said. “The risk of the sit-
uation spiraling out of control is rising.
Any Iranian attack would have devastat-
ing consequences for the region.”
Lammy and French Foreign Minister
Stéphane Séjourné were expected hold a
joint meeting with Israeli Foreign
Minister Israel Katz and Strategic Affairs
Minister Ron Dermer.
“It’s never too late for peace,” Séjourné
said. “We must at all costs avoid a
regional war, which would have terrible
consequences.”
International mediators believe the best
hope for calming tensions would be a deal
between Israel and Hamas to halt the
fighting and secure the release of Israeli
hostages. The United States, Qatar and

Egypt began a new round of talks
Thursday, meeting with an Israeli dele-
gation in Qatar.Hamas, which didn’t
participate directly in Thursday’s talks,
accuses Israel of adding new demands to
a previous proposal that had U.S. and
international support and to which
Hamas had agreed in principle. Israel
accuses Hamas of adding its own new
demands.
White House National Security
spokesperson John Kirby called the talks
an important step. He said a lot of work
remains given the complexity of the
agreement and that negotiators were
focusing on its implementation.A U.S.
official briefed on Thursday’s talks called
the discussion “constructive.” The official
was not authorized to comment publicly
and spoke on condition of
anonymity.Qatar said the talks would con-
tinue Friday.The war began when Hamas-
led militants stormed across the heavily
guarded border on Oct. 7, killing around
1,200 people, mostly civilians, and
abducting 250 to Gaza. More than 100
were released during a weeklong cease-
fire in November, and around 110 are
believed to still be inside Gaza, though
Israeli authorities believe around a third
of them are dead.
Israel’s devastating retaliatory offensive
has killed 40,005 Palestinians, Gaza’s
Health Ministry said Thursday, without
saying how many were militants. Israel’s
military spokesperson, Rear Adm. Daniel
Hagari, said Thursday that Israel had

killed more than 17,000 Hamas militants
in Gaza in the war, without providing evi-
dence.
Diplomats hoped a cease-fire deal would
persuade Iran and Lebanon’s Hezbollah
to hold off on retaliating for the killing
of a top Hezbollah commander in an
Israeli airstrike in Beirut and of Hamas’
top political leader in an explosion in
Tehran that was widely blamed on Israel.
Kirby said that Iran has made prepara-
tions and could attack soon with little to
no warning — and that its rhetoric
should be taken seriously. 
The mediators have spent months trying
to hammer out a three-phase plan in
which Hamas would release the hostages
in exchange for a lasting cease-fire, the
withdrawal of Israeli forces from Gaza and
the release of Palestinians imprisoned by
Israel.Both sides have agreed in principle
to the plan President Joe Biden
announced on May 31. But Hamas has
proposed amendments and Israel has sug-
gested clarifications, leading each side to
accuse the other of trying to tank a deal.
Hamas has rejected Israel’s demands,
which include a lasting military presence
along the border with Egypt and a line
bisecting Gaza where it would search
Palestinians returning to their homes to
root out militants.In a reminder of how
the violence has spread from Gaza,
masked Israeli settlers in the occupied
West Bank stormed the village of Jit, set-
ting homes and cars on fire Thursday,
Israeli and Palestinian media said.
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Republican presidential can-
didate Donald Trump has

said he is “entitled” to person-
ally attack his Democratic rival
Kamala Harris because he
doesn’t “have a lot of respect for
her”, as he dismissed calls from
allies to refocus his campaign
on policy issues in his bid to
reclaim the White House.
Trump, 78, said he is “angry” at
Vice President Harris, 59, over
the Biden administration’s han-
dling of issues ranging from
inflation to immigration.
“I don’t have a lot of respect for
her. I don’t have a lot of respect
for her intelligence. I think
she’ll be a terrible president. I
think it’s very important that
we win. And whether the per-
sonal attacks are good or bad
she certainly attacks me per-
sonally,” the former president
told reporters at his golf club in
Bedminster, New Jersey on
Thursday. Trump was respond-
ing to questions from his party
members urging him not to

make personal attacks on
Harris, who is the first woman
of colour running for the pres-
idency.“As far as the personal
attacks (against Harris), I’m
very angry at her because of
what she’s done to the country.
I’m very angry at her that she
weaponised the justice system

against me and other people. (I
am) very angry at her. I think
I’m entitled to personal attacks,”
he said.“She (Harris) actually
called me weird. He’s weird, it
was just a sound bite, and she
called J D (Vance, his running
mate) and I weird. He’s not
weird. 
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Washington (PTI): US
President Joe Biden has said
that Kamala Harris will make
“one hell of a president” as they
appeared together in their first
public event since she replaced
him as the Democratic Party’s
presidential nominee.
Biden and Harris appeared on
Thursday at Prince George’s
County Community College in
Maryland, just outside
Washington DC.
The Democratic Party event
celebrated the Biden adminis-
tration’s newly announced deal
to cut the cost of 10 common
prescription drugs for millions
of Americans. The meeting
also offered a glimpse of their
dynamic, weeks into a realign-
ment of the party ticket.“I have
an incredible partner in the
progress we made,” President
Biden said. “She’s going to
make one hell of a president,”
an untethered Biden said, prais-
ing his deputy who will be chal-
lenging the former president

and the Republican Party’s
candidate Donald Trump in the
November 5 election.
Harris, 59, became the first-
ever woman of colour to be on
the top of a presidential ticket
of a major American political
party when Biden withdrew
from the race for the White
House last month and backed
her. She is also the first ever
Indian American to be nomi-
nated as presidential candidate
of either the Republican or the
Democratic Party. Harris’s
mother, Shyamala Gopalan,
was Indian and her father,
Donald Jasper Harris, a
Jamaican; both immigrants to
the US.During the event,
Biden, 81, brought the crowd to
their feet multiple times.
“There’s a lot of love in this
room for our president,” Harris
said. “Few leaders in our nation
have done more, on so many
issues, including to expand
access to affordable health-
care, than Joe Biden,” she said.
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TikTok on Thursday pushed
back against US government

arguments that the popular
social media platform is not
shielded by the First
Amendment, comparing its plat-
form to prominent American
media organizations owned by
foreign entities.  Last month, the
Justice Department argued in a
legal brief filed in a Washington
federal appeals court that neither
TikTok’s China-based parent
company, ByteDance, nor the
platform’s global and U.S. arms
— TikTok Ltd. and TikTok Inc.
— were entitled to First
Amendment protections because
they are “foreign organizations
operating abroad” or owned by
one. TikTok attorneys have made
the First Amendment a key part

of their legal challenge to the fed-
eral law requiring ByteDance to
sell TikTok to an approved buyer
or face a ban. 
On Thursday, they argued in a
court document that TikTok’s
U.S. arm doesn’t forfeit its con-
stitutional rights because it is
owned by a foreign entity. They
drew a parallel between TikTok
and well-known news outlets
such as Politico and Business
Insider, both of which are owned
by German publisher Axel
Springer SE. They also cited
Fortune, a business magazine
owned by Thai businessman
Chatchaval Jiaravanon. 
“Surely the American companies
that publish Politico, Fortune,
and Business Insider do not
lose First Amendment protec-
tion because they have foreign
ownership,” the TikTok attorneys

wrote, arguing that “no prece-
dent” supports what they called
“the government’s dramatic
rewriting of what counts as pro-
tected speech.” 
In a redacted court filing made
last month, the Justice
Department argued ByteDance
and TikTok haven’t raised valid
free speech claims in their chal-
lenge against the law, saying the
measure addresses national secu-
rity concerns about TikTok’s
ownership without targeting
protected speech. 
The Biden administration and
TikTok had held talks in recent
years aimed at resolving the
government’s concerns. But the
two sides failed to reach a deal.
TikTok said the government
essentially walked away from the
negotiating table after it pro-
posed a 90-page agreement that

detailed how the company
planned to address concerns
about the app while still main-
taining ties with ByteDance.
However, the Justice Department
has said TikTok’s proposal “failed
to create sufficient separation
between the company’s U.S.
operations and China” and did
not adequately address some of
the government’s concerns. The
government has pointed to some
data transfers between TikTok
employees and ByteDance engi-
neers in China as why it believed
the proposal, called Project
Texas, was not sufficient to
guard against national security
concerns. Federal officials have
also argued that the size and
scope of TikTok would have
made it impossible to meaning-
fully enforce compliance with the
proposal.
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African leaders will meet in
Zimbabwe on Saturday for

a scheduled summit of the 16-
nation Southern African
Development Community that
may discuss the rising issue of
mpox outbreaks across the
continent but is less likely to
tackle international concerns
about the human rights record
of its host. This week, the
World Health Organisation
declared the mpox outbreaks in
Africa a global health emer-
gency. The SADC region
includes Congo, which has
more than 90 per cent of mpox
cases. Mpox has been present
in central and West Africa for
years, but it has been detected
in more than a dozen African
countries this year, including
some where it was never pre-
viously reported. Scientists
have also identified a new form
of mpox in Congo that might
be more infectious. WHO
raised concerns it might start to
spill over international borders,
and Sweden has reported its

first case of the new variant.
South Africa’s Democratic
Alliance party, which is part of
the coalition government, has
urged South African delegates
at the SADC summit to raise
the issue of mpox. South Africa
and other southern African
nations have reported only a
few cases, but the Democratic
Alliance said Congo’s large
outbreak “shows just how fast
the situation can change”. 
As heads of state or their rep-
resentatives began arriving for
the summit in the Zimbabwean
capital, Harare, there was crit-
icism from United Nations
human rights figures and other
groups over an alleged politi-
cal crackdown by the govern-
ment of Zimbabwe, where
more than 160 activists and
opposition members have been
arrested in recent months.
On Thursday, the UN’s human
rights office released a state-
ment on behalf of a range of
experts calling for the release of
dozens of activists and opposi-
tion members who have been
jailed. The statement said three

activists who were removed
from a plane and arrested by
Zimbabwean security forces
late last month “were reported-
ly subjected to enforced disap-

pearance, torture and other
cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment or punishment,
including waterboarding”.
According to Amnesty

International and Human
Rights Watch, over 160 activists
have been arrested recently.
Many, including a mother and
her 1-year-old baby, have been

held in pretrial detention for
weeks. Zimbabwe’s president,
Emmerson Mnangagwa, is set
to take over the rotational
leadership of SADC, but there
has been little diplomatic pres-
sure on the 81-year-old’s
administration from neigh-
bours in SADC, even though
rights groups have alleged he
has overseen a crackdown
before and since last year’s
presidential election, where he
was reelected for a second
term. 
Ahead of Saturday’s summit,
Zimbabwe has paved over
damaged and potholed roads,
planted palm trees along high-
ways and even promised unin-
terrupted electricity and water
supplies for delegates, while
Zimbabweans are often hit by
blackouts and water cuts.
Analysts doubt that regional
leaders will step up and use this
summit to caution Zimbabwe
over its rights record.
“They avoid the difficult
issues,” said Antony Reeler, a
Zimbabwean researcher and
political analyst. 
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Islamabad(PTI): At least three
patients with mpox virus have
been found so far in Pakistan,
it emerged on Friday as the gov-
ernment decided to strengthen
the screening system at the air-
ports.
The mpox detection in Pakistan
is the first in Asia and it might
be more easily transmitted.
The World Health Organisation
has declared the spread of
mpox a global health emer-
gency.
All three patients belong to the
Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa province
in the northwest, the militancy-
whacked region bordering
Afghanistan. Salim Khan, the
director general of health ser-
vices for Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
said that two patients were

detected on their arrival from
the United Arab Emirates,
while a third patient’s samples
had been sent to the National
Health Institute in Islamabad
for confirmation.According to
the spokesperson of the Federal
Ministry of Health, the last
patient in whom this virus was
found belongs to the Mardan
district of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. It is not yet clear
which strain of mpox the said
patient contracted and whether
it is the same variant that was
first confirmed outside of Africa
in Sweden.“Contact tracing of
the affected person has been
started and samples of more
people are being obtained,” the
spokesman said.Officials said
that all three patients were

being quarantined and their
contact tracing was going on.
Pakistan’s Ministry of Health
also issued an advisory on the
disease on Thursday, which
states that “the screening system
at airports and entry points is
being further strengthened.”
Prime Minister’s Coordinator
for Health Dr. Mukhtar Ahmed
Bharath says that federal hos-
pitals have been instructed to
take precautionary measures
and the Ministry of Health
and Border Health Services
are “alert to deal with any kind
of situation.”
The WHO declared the out-
break of mpox in parts of
Africa as a cause of internation-
al concern and a threat to pub-
lic health.
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Multan (Pakistan)(AP): Most
of the suspects in a rampage
last year against minority
Christians in eastern Pakistan
over alleged blasphemy are not
in custody and authorities have
failed to deliver justice to the
victims, a human rights group
said on Friday.“More than 90
per cent of the suspects of the
attack in Jaranwala, in Punjab’s
Faisalabad district, are still at
large,” Amnesty International
said in a statement on the
anniversary of one of Pakistan’s
worst attacks on Christians, in
which churches and homes of
Christians were destroyed.
The violence erupted after
Muslims alleged that they saw
a local Christian and his friend
desecrating pages from a
Quran. The attack drew nation-
wide condemnation. No one
died, as terrified Christians
quickly fled to safer places.
Amnesty International said it
obtained its information from
police after filing a Right to
Information Request. It said of
the 5,213 accused, 380 were
arrested and 4,833 were still at
large. It said of those who
were arrested, 228 were
released on bail and 77 others
had the charges against them
dropped. It said trials of the
suspects have not started and
about 40 per cent of victims
who lost property are still
awaiting government compen-
sation.Abid Khan, the region-
al police chief, said investiga-
tors have referred the cases of
suspects linked to the violence
to an anti-terrorism court, and
their trial was expected to start
soon.“Despite the authorities’
assurances of accountability,
the grossly inadequate action
has allowed a climate of
impunity for the perpetrators of
the Jaranwala violence,” Babu
Ram Pant, Amnesty
International’s deputy region-
al director for South Asia, said
in the statement.
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Manila (AP): China expressed
its “very dramatic” alarm over a
mid-range missile system that
the US military recently
deployed to the Philippines,
and warned it could destabilise
the region. But Manila’s top
diplomat said Friday he reas-
sured his Chinese counterpart
that the weaponry was only in
the country temporarily.

Philippine Foreign Secretary
Enrique Manalo said his
Chinese counterpart, Wang Yi,
expressed China’s concern over
the US mid-range missile
deployment to the Philippines
during their talks last month in
Laos on the sidelines of the
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations meetings with Asian
and Western countries. “We
discussed it and, well, they made
it very dramatic,” Manalo said in
response to questions during a
news conference  in Manila. 
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Hurricane Ernesto has bar-
relled towards Bermuda

after leaving hundreds of thou-
sands of people in Puerto Rico
without power or water as swel-
tering heat enveloped the US ter-
ritory, raising concerns about
people’s health.
A hurricane warning was in
effect for Bermuda, with Ernesto
expected to pass near or over the
island on Saturday.
The Category 1 storm was locat-
ed about 450 miles (730 kilome-
tres) south-southwest of
Bermuda on Thursday after-
noon. It had maximum sus-
tained winds of 90 mph (150
kph) and was moving north at
13 mph (20 kph) over open
waters.“I cannot stress enough
how important it is for every res-
ident to use this time to prepare.
We have seen in the past the
devastating effects of compla-
cency,” said National Security
Minister Michael Weeks.
Ernesto was forecast to near
Category 3 hurricane status on

Friday and then decrease in
strength as it approaches
Bermuda, where it is expected to
drop between 6-12 inches of
rain, with up to 15 inches in iso-
lated areas.“All of the guidance
show this system as a large hur-
ricane near Bermuda,” said the
National Hurricane Center in
Miami.Ernesto is then expected
to pass near or east of Atlantic
Canada on Monday.
Meanwhile, the spinning storm
on Thursday was generating
southern winds in Puerto Rico,
which have a heating effect as
opposed to the typical cooling
trade winds that blow from the
east. 
“We know a lot of people don’t
have power,” said Ernesto
Morales with the National
Weather Service as he warned of
extreme heat and urged people
to stay hydrated.
More than 290,000 of 1.4 million
customers remained in the dark
Thursday evening, more than a
day after Ernesto swiped past
Puerto Rico late Tuesday as a
tropical storm before strength-

ening into a hurricane. A max-
imum of 735,000 clients were
without power on Wednesday.
Hundreds of thousands also
were without water as many
questioned the widespread
power outage given that Ernesto
was only a tropical storm when
it spun past the island.
“I haven’t slept at all,” said
Ramón Mercedes Paredes, a
41-year-old construction work-
er who planned to sleep out-
doors on Thursday night to beat
the heat. “I haven’t even been
able to take a shower.”
At a small park in the Santurce
neighbourhood of the San Juan
capital, Alexander Reyna, a 32-
year-old construction worker,
sipped on a bright red sports
drink that friends provided as
roosters crowed nearby above
the slap of dominoes.
He had no water or power and
planned to spend all day at the
park as he lamented the lack of
breeze, a slight film of sweat
already forming on his forehead:
“I have to come here because I
cannot stand to be at home.” 
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Beijing weaponised tourism
to the Pacific archipelago of

Palau over its allegiance to
Taiwan and its accusations that
China was behind a major
cyberattack there, President
Surangel Whipps Jr said.
Palau, along with Tuvalu and the
Marshall Islands, is one three
Pacific nations to recognise
Taiwan as an independent
democracy — viewed as a snub
by Beijing, which asserts it is
part of China. Taipei’s allies in
the Pacific have dwindled from
six countries in 2019; Nauru
abandoned its ties in January.
Whipps told the AP in an inter-
view late Thursday that, in
2020 while he was running for
his current post, the Chinese
ambassador to a neighboring
country pledged to flood his
tourism-dependent nation of
20,000 people with a million vis-
itors if he capitulated on the
country’s stance. “That contin-
ues to be the overture,” he said
by phone Thursday. “They say,
why are you torturing your-
selves? Just join us and the sky’s
the limit.”
Whipps refused. “We don’t need
a million tourists,” he added. “It’s
not always about how much
money we get.” His stance is
vanishingly rare amid Pacific
island nations — some strug-
gling to sustain themselves and
feeling overlooked by Western
powers while their backyards
are increasingly the settings for
some of the world’s most potent
contests for influence. Amid
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For the first time, the
Pakistan government has

confirmed that it was upgrad-
ing its “web management sys-
tem” to cope with cyber secu-
rity threats amid speculation
about the installation of a so-
called ‘firewall’ that could be
leading to internet disruptions
in the country, according to a
media report on Friday.
Millions of people across
Pakistan have been facing trou-
ble accessing internet services
for some time now due to lim-
ited connectivity, particularly
while using mobile data in
some regions.
So far, official stakeholders in
Pakistan have either been feign-
ing ignorance in response to
public outcry and media
queries, or claiming that the
problems were because of tele-
com and internet service
providers, or even Meta. While
talking to reporters after the
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Military authorities in the
eastern Ukrainian town

of Pokrovsk on Friday urged
civilians to speed up their
evacuation because the Russian
army is quickly closing in on
what has for months been one
of Moscow’s key targets in the
war.
The call for people to get out
as soon as possible came as
Kyiv’s forces are trying to
divert the Kremlin’s military
focus to Russian soil by launch-
ing a bold incursion across the
border into the Kursk region.
The urgency also underscored
the high-stakes gamble
Ukraine is making by taking
the war into Russia with its
ongoing assault that started
August 6.
The attack was a daring
attempt to change the dynam-
ics of the 2½-year conflict, but

it could leave Ukraine’s short-
handed defense at the mercy of
Russia’s push. 
The Kremlin’s forces have had
battlefield momentum and
superior forces in eastern
Ukraine’s Donetsk region since
the spring.
Evacuations in the Donetsk
region around Pokrovsk have
become increasingly urgent in
recent weeks.
Pokrovsk officials said in a
Telegram post Friday that
Russian troops are “advancing
at a fast pace. With every pass-
ing day there is less and less
time to collect personal
belongings and leave for safer
regions”.
Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy had
warned on Thursday that
Pokrovsk and other nearby
towns in the Donetsk region
were “facing the most intense
Russian assaults”.
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Bangladesh’s newly-appoint-
ed Home Affairs Ministry

adviser has vowed to take swift
legal action against those who
attack or abuse minorities,
stressing that there is no place
for violence, conflict, or hatred
in the country.
Brigadier General (retd) M
Sakhawat Hussain’s assurance
came during a meeting with a
delegation from the
International Society for
Krishna Consciousness
(ISKCON) Bangladesh at his
office in the Secretariat on
Thursday, the Dhaka Tribune
newspaper reported.
Bangladesh saw a spike in vio-
lence against members of
Hindu communities following
the fall of the government led
by Sheikh Hasina, who resigned
and fled to India on August 5
following massive protests
against her government over a
controversial quota system in
jobs.
Hussain emphasised that
Bangladesh is a country of
communal harmony, where
people of all religions have
grown up together without any
divisions.
He said that no one would be
spared if they attacked or
abused minorities, and swift

legal action would be taken.
He said that there is no place for
violence, conflict, or hatred
and that the country believes in
peace.
During the meeting,
Satyaranjan Baroi, president of
ISKCON Bangladesh, request-
ed the adviser to take priority
measures for the safety of
minorities and presented eight

proposals for ensuring their
safety, including enacting laws,
establishing monitoring cells,
forming a Minority
Commission and providing
continuous state security for
temples. The adviser assured his
full support for these matters.
The Bangladesh National
Hindu Grand Alliance said that
the minority community faced

attacks and threats in 278 loca-
tions across 48 districts since
the fall of the Sheikh Hasina-led
government on August 5 and
termed it as an “assault on the
Hindu religion.”
Bangladesh’s Chief Adviser
Muhammad Yunus who is
heading the interim govern-
ment on Tuesday reached out to
the distressed Hindu commu-

nity and urged them to “exer-
cise patience” and assured them
that his government would
punish those who attacked the
minority members.
On Monday, Hossain’s ministry
set up a hotline asking people
to provide information 
about attacks on temples,
churches or any other religious
institutions.
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Dhaka (PTI): The interim
government in Bangladesh led
by Chief Adviser Prof
Muhammad Yunus was
expanded on Friday with four
more advisers joining his team
of civil society figures, acade-
mics, NGOs and rights group
leaders. The new advisers are
Wahiduddin Mahmud, an
economist, Ali Imam
Majumdar, former cabinet sec-
retary, Muhammad Fouzul
Kabir Khan, former power
secretary, and Lt Gen Jahangir
Alam Chowdhury.
With these four, the strength of
the members – all equivalent to
ministers – in the interim gov-
ernment’s advisory council
rose to 21.
Nobel Laureate Yunus and 13
other advisers were sworn in

on August 8, four days after the
fall of the Sheikh Hasina-led
government last week amid an
uprising over government job
quota reforms. Two advisers
were sworn in on August 11
and one a day after.
President Mohammed
Shahabuddin administered the
oaths to the four new advisers
at Bangabhaban, the seat of the
government, a presidential
palace spokesman told PTI.
They were sworn in a simple
ceremony joined by the coun-
cil of advisers and officials
concerned, he said and added,
Yunus is expected to allot their
portfolios later.
Wahiduddin Mahmud, former
professor of premier Dhaka
University, was an adviser to
the 1996 caretaker govern-

ment; Majumdar was appoint-
ed as special assistant to this
interim government’s chief
adviser on August 12; while
Chowdhury is former director
general of Border Guard,

Bangladesh.
Hasina had resigned and
secretly left for India on August
5 in the face of the massive
mass upsurge originating from
a students’ movement over the
quota system for government
jobs, marking the end of her
Awami League regime since
December 2008.
Most of the advisers are civil
society figures, academics,
NGOs and rights group lead-
ers. Globally recognised as
‘The Father of Microfinance,’
Yunus, 84, was declared as the
head of the interim govern-
ment by President Mohammed
Shahabuddin after dissolving
Parliament, a decision prompt-
ed by a demand by the Anti-
Discrimination Student
Movement.
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Senate Standing Committee on
Information Technology and
Tele-communi-cation meeting
on Thursday, Minister of State
for Information Technology
and Telecommunication Shaza
Fatima Khawaja said the gov-
ernment had sought a report
from Pakistan
Telecommunication Authority
and other institutions over the
internet disruption.
“The internet should never be
slow. We have even been talk-
ing about bringing 5G technol-
ogy to Pakistan. There is no
doubt about that, and conver-
sations about higher internet
speed are underway,” the Dawn
newspaper quoted Khawaja as
saying. When the minister was
asked about the ‘firewall’ — a
blanket term used by the pub-
lic to describe the causes of
internet disruption in the
absence of any official explana-

tion — she said the issue had
been “blown out of proportion”.
“The government has been
operating a web-management
system. The system is now
being upgraded.” 
She also called the process “a
routine exercise” across the
globe to enhance internet secu-
rity, without giving any detail to
substantiate her claims about
which other countries have
deployed this system.
“It is the right of the govern-
ment to take measures to pro-
tect its interests given the cyber
security attacks that Pakistan is
facing.” This was the first time
an acknowledged the govern-
ment’s actions, which have been
blamed for everything from
slow browsing speeds, the arbi-
trary blocking of social media
platforms and WhatsApp con-
nectivity issues on mobile data,
the paper said.

intensifying conflict over ocean
territory, resources and political
sway, Beijing’s pressure on the
three hold-out countries was
increasing, analysts said.
“As the number of Taiwan’s
diplomatic allies in the Pacific
dwindles, the obstacles to
China’s regional diplomacy
diminish,” said Mihai Sora,
Director of the Pacific Islands
Program at the Lowy Institute.
China’s penalties for Palau’s
intransigence are not new, but
they have escalated in the
months leading up to
November’s election in which
Whipps will seek another term
as leader, he said. In May, he
blamed China for a major
cyberattack on Palau in which
20,000 government documents
were stolen. The claim was
unproven, Whipps said, but no
other motive or actor had
emerged.
Earlier that month, Palau
tourism industry representa-
tives were denied visas to enter
Macau for a lucrative interna-
tional industry conference.
Then reports appeared in
China’s state media and on an
official WeChat channel in June,
warning tourists of an increase
in safety issues for Chinese vis-
itors to Palau. The remarks, seen
by the AP, urged citizens to be
cautious when traveling there.
Whipps rejected the reports of
security problems but said the
claims had stuck — visitor
numbers from China halved in
2024, now down to 30% of its
tourists. Once, 70% of Palau’s
visitors came from China, but

the country tried to diversify its
market after Beijing unofficial-
ly blocked its citizens from vis-
iting in 2017.
“Palau has found itself in a posi-
tion where it relies on Chinese
tourists for income,” Sora said.
“This is a tap China can quite
easily turn on and off — and it
does.”
Support comes from other quar-
ters, however. Unlike most
Pacific nations, Palau, a repub-
lic that has been independent
since 1994, holds close ties to the
United States in a free associa-
tion agreement. Washington
provides aid and defense sup-
port to Palau and its citizens can
live and work in the US. But
many analysts say Washington
was too slow to recognize
China’s campaign of influence in
the Pacific and took for grant-
ed relationships with the lead-
ers of tiny island nations who
struggled to address growing
economic and climate woes.
Meanwhile, Whipps said,
Beijing offered incentives and
wooed with red carpets and fan-
fare some leaders who had
never met an American presi-
dent before a Pacific summit at
the White House first held in
2022. Western nations had at
times seen Pacific island coun-
tries as “dots on a map,” Whipps
added. Things were changing,
he said — this week, Palau host-
ed New Zealand’s Deputy Prime
Minister Winston Peters, who is
also the Foreign Minister, in the
highest-profile visit Whipps
had received from that 
country.
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Colombo (PTI): Sri Lankan
President Ranil
Wickremesinghe, the front
runner in the presidential poll
scheduled for next month, was
on Friday endorsed by a grand
coalition of over 30 political
parties and groups. This comes
after Wickremesinghe, 75,
announced himself as the inde-
pendent candidate on
Thursday by handing over
nominations to contest the
September 21 presidential elec-
tion. Wickremesinghe, the
leader of the now decimated
grand old party, the United
National Party (UNP), is
backed by the Rajapaksa fam-
ily breakaways from the Sri
Lanka Podujana Peramuna
(SLPP).

Tokyo (AP): Flights and trains
in the Tokyo area were can-
celled Friday, and people were
warned of strong winds, heavy
rains and potential flooding
and mudslides as a typhoon
swerved near Japan on its way
further north in the Pacific
Ocean. Typhoon Ampil was
forecast to reach the waters
near Tokyo in the evening then
continue north, bringing
stormy conditions to the
northern Kanto and Tohoku
regions early Saturday. It had
sustained winds of 162 kph
(101 mph) with higher gusts
Friday morning and was mov-
ing north at 20 kph (12 mph),
the Japan Meteorological
Agency said. Ampil was not
expected to make landfall and
would weaken to a tropical
storm by Sunday.
The Shinkansen bullet trains
running between Tokyo and
Nagoya were halted for the
entire day, according to
Central Japan Railway, a com-
mon response to typhoons
here. Bullet trains serving
northeastern Japan and some
local Tokyo trains were sus-
pended temporarily or
switched to a slower schedule.
Dozens of departing and arriv-
ing flights were cancelled at
Tokyo’s two airports, Haneda
and Narita, as well as at
Kansai, Osaka and Chubu air-
ports. The flight cancellations
affect some 90,000 people,
according to Japanese media
reports. Several highways may
also partly close to traffic.

Airports and train stations
had been packed Thursday
with people moving up their
plans to avoid disruptions
from the typhoon. Friday
morning was drizzly and

windy in Tokyo, and traffic
and crowds out on the streets
were sparse, mostly because of
the Bon summer holiday peri-
od, not just the weather. Stores
remained open. 
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Foreign direct investment
(FDI) in India’s food pro-

cessing sector declined 30 per
cent in the last fiscal to Rs
5,037.06 crore, according to
official data.
The FDI in the food processing
sector stood at Rs 7,194.13
crore in 2022-23.
According to the data present-
ed by the Food Processing
Industries Ministry in Lok
Sabha, the FDI in food process-
ing sector stood at Rs 5,290.27
crore in 2021-22 and Rs
2934.12 crore in 2020-21.
FDI was Rs 6,414.67 crore in
2019-20; Rs 4430.44 crore in
2018-19; Rs 5,835.62 crore in
2017-18; Rs 4,865.85 crore in
2016-17; and Rs 3,312 crore in
2015-16 in the food processing
sector.
In order to enhance foreign
investment in the food process-
ing sector, the ministry has
taken various measures, includ-
ing 100 per cent FDI permitted
through automatic route for the
food processing sector subject
to sectoral regulations.
It has allowed 100 per cent FDI,
under the government-
approval route, for trading
including through e-com-
merce, in respect of food prod-
ucts manufactured or pro-
duced in India.
The government has exempted

all processed food items from
the purview of licensing under
the Industries (Development
and Regulation) Act, 1951.
There is a lower GST for raw
and processed products. More
than 71.7 per cent of food
products under various chap-
ter heads/sub-heads are cov-
ered in lower tax slabs of 0 per
cent and 5 per cent.
The export of processed foods
declined 17 per cent to USD
10,881.81 million in 2023-24
from USD 13,078.3 million in
the preceding fiscal.
For the development of this
sector, the ministry is imple-
menting the Pradhan Mantri
Kisan SAMPADA Yojana
(PMKSY) and Production
Linked Incentive Scheme for
Food Processing Industry
(PLISFPI) and Prime Minister
Formalization of Micro Food
Processing Enterprises
(PMFME) schemes.
All these three schemes are
demand-driven and imple-
mented across the country.
These schemes are aimed at
creation of modern infrastruc-
ture with efficient supply chain
management from farm gate to
retail outlet, and to help in pro-
viding better returns to farm-
ers, creation of employment
opportunities, reducing
wastage, increasing the pro-
cessing level and enhancing the
export of processed foods.
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Benchmark Sensex spurted
by 1,330 points to close at a

two-week high while Nifty
jumped 397 points to settle
above the 24,500 level on
Friday as easing fears of a
recession in the US triggered
buying in IT shares amid a
sharp global stocks rally.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
jumped 1,330.96 points or 1.68
per cent to settle at 80,436.84,
marking its best single-day
gains in more than two
months. During the day, it
zoomed 1,412.33 points or 1.78
per cent to 80,518.21.
The NSE Nifty surged 397.40
points or 1.65 per cent to close
at a two-week high of

24,541.15. As many as 47 Nifty
shares closed in green while
three closed in red.
From Sensex firms, Tech

Mahindra, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Tata Motors,
UltraTech Cement, Tata
Consultancy Services, HCL

Technologies, ICICI Bank and
Tata Steel were the biggest
gainers.
Sun Pharma emerged as the
only laggard.
“The stability of the Japanese
Yen has been instrumental in
driving a global market
recovery. Besides that, the
strong US retail sales and a
decline in weekly jobless
claims have helped alleviate
fears of a US recession.
“Further, the market sentiment
has improved due to a decrease
in US CPI inflation. On the
backdrop of these, the Indian
IT firms exhibited strong
buying interest,” said Vinod
Nair, Head of Research, Geojit
Financial Services.
In Asian markets, Seoul,
Tokyo, Shanghai and Hong
Kong settled significantly
higher. European markets were

trading mostly in the green.
The US markets ended with
sharp gains on Thursday.
“The Indian frontline indices
traded significantly higher
today, mirroring the positive
global market sentiment. The
gains in the market were
broad-based as the midcap and
smallcap indices also moved
higher. This upbeat market
mood was primarily driven by
reduced volatility, which
stemmed from increased
expectations of a US rate cut in
September,” Avdhut Bagkar,
Technical and Derivatives
Analyst, StoxBox, said.
In the broader market, the BSE
midcap gauge jumped 1.80 per
cent and smallcap index
climbed 1.70 per cent.
All indices ended higher. IT
index soared 2.72 per cent and
realty jumped 2.45 per cent.

Teck (2.23 per cent), auto (1.90
per cent), commodities (1.89
per cent), power (1.80 per
cent), financial services (1.77
per cent) and consumer
discretionary (1.74 per cent)
also closed higher.
A total of 2,462 stocks
advanced while 1,467 declined
and 107 remained unchanged
on the BSE.
On the weekly front, the BSE
benchmark jumped 730.93
points or 0.91 per cent, the
Nifty climbed 173.65 points or
0.71 per cent.
Foreign institutional investors
(FIIs) offloaded equities worth
Rs 2,595.27 crore on
Wednesday, while domestic
institutional investors (DIIs)
were buyers as they bought
equities worth Rs 2,236.21
crore, according to exchange
data.
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Kargil 1999: The Untold
Story of the Indian Air
Force' is more than just a
recounting of military
history; it is a tribute to

the indomitable spirit of India and the
brave men and women who defend
our skies. As the nation marks the
25th anniversary of the Kargil victory,
this documentary stands as a fitting
homage to their legacy.   This
Independence Day, DocuBay
streamed a new documentary, ‘Kargil
1999: The Untold Story of the Indian
Air Force.’ Produced by Media Indica
in association with Juggernaut
Productions, this film sheds light on
the critical and often overlooked role
the Indian Air Force (IAF) played

during the Kargil War.
The documentary delves into the
heart of Operation ‘Safed Sagar’,
revealing the untold stories of
courage, innovation, and strategic
brilliance that defined the IAF’s
contribution to the conflict. Through
the eyes of veterans and officials,
viewers will be taken behind the
scenes of daring missions that were
instrumental in securing India’s
victory.
What sets this documentary apart is
its access to rare footage and personal
diaries that provide a unique
perspective on the Kargil War. The
documentary takes a 360 degree look
at the IAF’s cutting-edge aircraft,
including the Mirage and MiG, in

action and gains a deeper
understanding of the technological
advancements that played a pivotal
role in the conflict.

Featuring first-hand accounts from
iconic figures such as Air Chief
Marshal Tipnis, Air Chief Marshal
Dhanoa, Air Marshal Padamjit Singh
Ahluwalia, Air Marshal Narmdeshwar
Tiwari, and Group Captain Nachiketa,
the documentary weaves together a
powerful narrative of valor and
sacrifice. Combined with stunning
visuals, these stories offer an
emotional and inspiring portrayal of
the Kargil War.
"We are honoured to collaborate with
the Indian Air Force to bring Kargil
1999: The Untold Story of the Indian
Air Force to our audiences," said
Girish Dwibhashyam, COO of
DocuBay. "The film will not only
delight defence and aviation

enthusiasts but will also be a gripping
tale that will enthrall audiences
worldwide."
Richa Pant, Creative Director and
Producer at Media Indica, shared the
challenges faced during production:
"Shooting this documentary on
Operation Safed Sagar has been
incredibly demanding. Our research
team spoke to over 40 veterans, and
matching their stories to historical
facts was a daunting task. We had an
overwhelming amount of material, yet
only 55 minutes to tell this important
story." The film will stream from 15
August 2024. Indeed, it would be a
compelling way to celebrate India’s
spirit and the bravery of its armed
forces.

In a spectacular fusion of fashion
and philanthropy, the Fashion
Design Council of India (FDCI)

recently co-hosted an unforgettable
fashion show with the Tamana
Foundation. The event, titled "Walking
Tall, Walking for Hope, Walking for
Inclusion," was more than just a display
of stunning designs; it was a powerful
celebration of inclusivity, diversity and
the human spirit. The highlight of the
evening was the participation of
Tamana herself and the students of the
Tamana Foundation, a non-profit
organisation dedicated to supporting
individuals with developmental and
multiple disabilities, who graced the
runway with their confidence and
grace.
The Tamana Foundation, established in
1984 under the inspiring leadership of
Shayama Chona, a Padma Bhushan and
Padma Shri awardee, has grown from a
humble tent with just three students
into a beacon of hope for hundreds
with special needs. Named after the
Hindi word for "aspiration," Tamana is
dedicated to ensuring that every
individual, regardless of ability, receives
the care and support they deserve. The
foundation has since expanded to three
centres in New Delhi, offering
comprehensive programmes that
include education, therapy, and
vocational training for those on the
autism spectrum and with other
developmental challenges.
The event was honoured by the
presence of Sunil Sethi, Chairperson of
FDCI, Ram Mohan Naidu, Minister of
Civil Aviation and other esteemed

dignitaries. The fashion show was not
just about showcasing clothes, it was
about creating a world where everyone
is celebrated for who they are. The
event opened with a soul-
stirring performance by
Diwakar Sharma,
whose melodious voice
set the tone for an
evening filled with
emotion and
inspiration. The
applause that
followed his
performance was a
tribute to the impact of
his music and the
significance of the show.
As the models took to
the runway, it was clear
that this was no ordinary
fashion show. The
designs, created by some
of India's most talented
designers, including Payal
Pratap, Namrata Joshipura,
Anju Modi and Payal Jain, were
a tribute to the power of hope,
diversity and human resilience.
Each piece was carefully
crafted to highlight the
beauty of individuality,

with intricate embroidery, vibrant
colours and innovative silhouettes that
captured the essence of the evening.
Payal Pratap's collection, featuring
monotones with a pop of red and
multicoloured embroidery, was a
standout. Anju Modi's chic shift dresses
and asymmetrical silhouettes, paired
with silver oxide jewellery, added a
touch of elegance to the runway.
Namrata Joshipura's collection, with its
black and golden palettes, corsets and
draped skirts, exuded charm and
sophistication. The use of satin skirts
and black gowns, combined with
minimalistic makeup and sleek
ponytails, created a look that was both
modern and timeless. Payal Jain's

maximalist bohemian prints and
denim pieces added a burst of

colour and energy to the
runway, showcasing the
designer's ability to blend
traditional elements with
contemporary styles.
The showstopper of the
evening, however, was not
a designer or a celebrity
but Tamana herself and

the students of Tamana
Foundation. Their
inclusion walk,
accompanied by
designers and
educators from
various prominent
schools, was a
moment of pure joy
and pride. Each
student, dressed

in their finest,

walked the runway with a smile that lit
up the entire room. The audience was
visibly moved, with many wiping away
tears of happiness and admiration. The
evening was beautifully rounded off
with a touching speech from Tamana,
which expressed the spirit of the
foundation and left a lasting impact on
all who attended.
This fashion show was a celebration of
life, diversity and the power of
inclusion. It was a reminder that, while
we may all be different in many ways, at
our core, we share the same humanity.
The credit for this beautiful and
inspiring event goes to the talented
designers, the dedicated Tamana
Foundation team and the visionary
leadership of FDCI Chairman Sunil
Sethi, who continues to use fashion to
drive social change and a special
acknowledgment to Shayama Chona,
President and Founder of Tamana,
whose unwavering commitment has
profoundly transformed lives and
established Tamana as a beacon of hope
and inclusion.
The Tamana Fashion Show 2024 was a
heartfelt celebration of the human
spirit, radiating beauty, hope and unity.
It beautifully demonstrated how
fashion can be more than just clothing;
it can be a powerful force for bringing
people together and inspiring change,
creating a world where everyone,
regardless of their abilities, feels valued
and celebrated. The event was a moving
reminder of the strength and joy that
come from embracing our shared
humanity.
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In the hustle and bustle
of daily life, it’s
refreshing to encounter

moments that invite us to
pause and reflect. “The
Call of the Mirror,” curated
by Rohit J. Kapoor, offers
such an opportunity. This
group art show provides a
rare chance for people to
step away from their
routines and engage
profoundly with art that
speaks directly to the heart.
What makes this exhibition
truly special is its range of
voices and perspectives.
Each artist brings
something unique to the
table, encouraging visitors
to explore different aspects
of the human experience.
For instance, Asha
Thadani’s powerful
photographs address
challenging social issues,
inviting viewers to
confront and reflect on
topics like caste and child
labor. Suvajit Mondal’s
ceramics, meanwhile, offer
a more meditative look at
our relationship with
nature, encouraging us to
think about our impact on
the world around us.
The blend of traditional
and modern art forms adds
another layer of intrigue.
From Maulik Oza’s
beautifully crafted

ceramics to Sergey
Vinogradov’s surreal
portraits, The Call of the
Mirror showcases a wide
range of artistic expression.
This mix not only
highlights the artist’s
versatility but also mirrors
the evolving landscape of
art itself.
What really stands out about

this exhibition is how it
engages viewers on a
personal level. It’s not just
about admiring art from a
distance; it’s about seeing
oneself reflected in the works
and exploring how they
resonate with personal
experiences and emotions.
This interactive element
transforms the experience,
making it a journey of self-
discovery as much as it is a
visual feast.
The Call of the Mirror is
more than an exhibition, it’s
an invitation to slow down,
reflect and connect with art
in a meaningful way. It
serves as a reminder of art’s
power to mirror our lives
and inspire personal insight.
For anyone seeking a deeper
connection with art, this
exhibition offers a
compelling and enriching
experience.
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Her shooting hand
bruised by repeated
pistol recoils during

unrelenting training, Manu
Bhaker will take a well
deserved three month break.
But it will be no vacation.
The double Olympic medallist
will continue her other
routines including yoga and
waking up at 6 am — which
she hates. And oh yes. She also
plans to catch up on her
hobbies — horse riding,
skating, Bharatnatyam and
violin practice to name a few.
The 22-year-old, who won
bronze medals in the 10m air
pistol and 10m air pistol mixed
team (partnering Sarabjot
Singh), was at PTI
headquarters on Friday along
with her coach and shooting
great Jaspal Rana for a
freewheeling interaction with
its editors.
Proudly flaunting her medals,
the vivacious youngster from
Haryana’s Jhajjar spoke about

her Paris preparations, how the
Tokyo setback was nothing
more than a distant memory
now, and also her plans to
indulge in everything that she
put on hold for her Olympic
dreams.
“Now, I have some time off and
I can probably do that (martial
arts) again,” said Bhaker, a
karate kid in her teens before a
change of heart led her to
shooting.
“I was not able to get that kind
of time to invest myself into
that (martial arts). Finally, I
can take time off for my
hobbies, and I have many,
many hobbies. Horse riding...
Personally, I love horse riding,
skating, I can still manage on
the roads, then fitness, I really
enjoy working out.
“Then, I have dance (as a
hobby) also , I am learning
Bharatnatyam. I love the dance
forms. I was training in France,
I wasn’t able to get time, not
able to cope up with the
(Bharatnatyam) classes,” said
Bhaker, whose trainer is from

Tamil Nadu.
“She takes my classes
personally and then I have
violin also,” she added.
As she revealed her bucket list
for the “holiday”, Rana had a
faint smile on his face and he
also made it a point to shake
his head in disapproval at the
very mention of horse riding.
“...Then she has to come back
in one piece,” Rana said,
drawing a laugh from Bhaker.
“Skating and horse riding are
something she should not be
doing and she’ll be responsible
for whatever happens. Who
rides a horse thinking that they
will fall?” he wondered aloud.
A bemused Bhaker was not
going to back down easily,
their banter also being a
reflection of the easy equation
between one of the most talked
about coach-player
combinations in Indian sports
right now.
“I have been learning horse
riding for sometime now,” she
retorted immediately, asserting
that she would be responsible

if anything goes haywire.
“I was waiting that after the
Olympic, I will do horse
riding. And so many other
things I want to do like
skydiving, scuba diving. I’ve
waited for so long,” she said,
inviting another shake of the
head from Rana. 
On his part, Rana was clear
that the break was to ensure
that the youngster’s shooting
hand gets back to full fitness.
“This (pointing to her injured
hand) is the reason we are
making her rest for three
months. Because this (injury)
has been for the last eight
months and it has not healed
till now,” Rana said.
“So rest is mandatory for the
hand, and we had decided
much before the World Cup
(Final was awarded to New
Delhi)... Our decision to stop
for three months was before
that,” he added.
“It will not be very easy but this
break is required. It’s not
something we’ll enjoy. It’s only
the shooting part which will

not be there but her mental
(training) waking up in the
morning for yoga, everything
will be as per what we were
doing. Because that’s the
lifestyle she has to follow.”
Bhaker will not compete in the
the season-ending prestigious
ISSF World Cup Final for elite
shooters from across the world
in October in Delhi, and also
likely skip the national
championships and the camps
that will follow to tend to her
injured hand.
Bhaker had done a rendition of
the national anthem on a
violin, gifted to her by her
brother, and a video of it went
viral after her Paris
performance.
“Yes, I was able to manage
something on the violin, but
I’m only on the basics,” said the
champion shooter.
“Indian classical is my
preference, but I’m only like
beginning to learn it, so I’m
not at the advanced level. I’m
just one month into it... Just
the basics.”

Horse riding, bharatnatyam and skating on Manu’s mind during break from shooting
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Indian hockey’s goalkeeping
stalwart P R Sreejesh, who

was given a grand welcome on
his arrival at the international
airport here, said he will be
spending the next 2-3 months
to mentally prepare himself to
transition from a player to a
coach.
With regard to the enthusiastic
welcome given to him,
including a roadshow from the
airport to Palarivattom here,
he said it was like the “cherry
on top of the cake”.
“Working hard for the
country, sacrificing a lot and
then winning a medal, it is not
just for me, but for the
country. So, to be a part of this
happiness, the welcome
organised by everyone, is like
the cherry on top of the cake.
The pleasure is doubled,” he
said, speaking to reporters
outside the airport.
Regarding the next step of his
career, Sreejesh said that he
knows what he has to do as a
player.

“But, as a coach, what all I
should do or the transition
from a player to a coach, I have
to mentally prepare for that.
So, I will spend the next 2-3
months on that,” he said.
A big crowd, including several
MLAs, welcomed Sreejesh at
the airport.
People holding up placards
with his photo cheered him on
as he came out of the airport.
Thereafter, the hockey player
held a roadshow from the
airport in an open-top jeep.
Along the route of his
roadshow, people waved and
cheered him on, some handed
him flowers and bouquets and
others walked up to his vehicle
to shake his hand and
congratulate him, according to
visuals shown on TV channels.
Sreejesh bid adieu to the game
following his starring role in
the country’s second
consecutive Olympic bronze at
the just-concluded Paris
Games.
He is now going to be the team
coach of the junior Indian
hockey team. 
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Bolstered by his strong show
at the Major League

Cricket, veteran Australian
batter Steve Smith is hopeful of
making a return in the Indian
Premier League next year.
The 35-year-old, who was
ignored for the T20 World Cup
and the upcoming tour of
Scotland and England, guided
the Washington Freedom to
their maiden MLC title,
finishing the T20 tournament
as the franchise’s equal leading
run-scorer with 336 runs at a
strike rate of 148.67.
Smith made a 52-ball 88
against a bowling attack that
featured Australian captain Pat
Cummins and Pakistan quick
Haris Rauf in the final against
the San Francisco Unicorns
and was adjudged the player-
of-the-match.
“I’d certainly love another
opportunity at IPL. I’ll be
throwing my name in the hat,
and we’ll see how we go,” Smith
was quoted as saying by FOX
Cricket.
“I feel like in every opportunity
I’ve had in T20 cricket recently
and franchise stuff, I’ve played

quite nicely. So hopefully I just
keep putting my name up there
and enjoying it.”
Smith has not featured in the
IPL since 2021, having gone
unsold in the previous two
auctions. With the national
selectors preferring youngsters,
the veteran also opened up on
his axing and said he would go
about his business trying to get
better.
“In terms of international
T20s, I don’t know what’s going
on there,” Smith said.
“They’ve obviously got some
people they want to bring in,
and that’s fine.
“I understood the way that
they wanted to stack up for the
World Cup, with all the strong
guys that smack it miles. I
understood that.
“I’m not that fussed. I’ll just go
about my business, keep trying
to improve and get better.”
Asked about giving a shot at
winning gold at the Los
Angeles Olympics in 2028,
Smith said: “That’s still a while
away as well, so we’ll wait and
see. Never say never. 
“I did watch quite a bit (of the
Paris Olympics). I quite
enjoyed it.” 
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Two-time major champion Minjee Lee
of Australia managed a strong wind

and caught a break with rare sunshine in a
wet Scottish summer with a 5-under 67 for
a one-shot lead in the ISPS Handa
Women’s Scottish Open before play was
stopped for the day.
Lydia Ko, coming off her Olympic golf
medal that put her into the LPGA Hall of
Fame, faced the worst of the weather at
Dundonald Links and made five birdies in
her round of 69.
Former U.S. Women’s Open champion A
Lim Kim and American Megan Khang
were at 68.
The opening round was suspended by bad
weather and a water-logged course. Lily
May Humphreys of England was at 4
under with six holes to play. Play was

halted at the start for about an hour
because of rain, and there was another
weather delay of 2 hours, 20 minutes.
Lee is coming off a disappointing
Olympics outside Paris when she was
never in the hunt and wound up finishing
in a tie for 22nd. She played bogey-free on
a tough course, picking up birdies on both

par 5s on the back nine.
“Always a happy girl after a bogey-free
round,” Lee said. 
“I feel like I played smart golf, I’d say. I gave
myself a lot of opportunities for birdie. I
feel like when I was in trouble, I kind of
missed it in the right spots and could get
up-and-down, so that was good.”
Lee figures she caught a break not having
to deal with the brunt of the rain, although
there was no escaping the fierce wind.
Ko got the worst of both, describing the
weather as so chaotic that she was too busy
dealing with it to get overly stressed.
“If it’s just windy, it’s fine. But it was windy
and rain,” Ko said. 
“It’s hard when you have to hold the
umbrella sideways and not up. I’m pretty
sure it was built for you to hold it like
vertically. So it’s just very difficult out
there.”
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Grandmaster R
Praggnanandhaa could

not really change his fortunes
for the better and remained in
last spot going into the final
day of the Saint Louis Rapid
and Blitz chess tournament
here.
Before that, he won a couple of
games in the blitz section.
Praggnanandhaa scored two
wins at the expense of pre-
event favourites Ian
Nepomniachtchi of Russia and
Hikaru Nakamura of Russia
besides a lone draw with
tournament leader Alireza
Firouzja of France but lost the
remaining six games in the first
leg of blitz that kept him on the

bottom of the tables with only
nine rounds remaining in the
blitz section.
Alireza Firouzja made most of
his opportunities count to
shoot into sole lead on 17.5
points and now enjoys 1.5
points lead over Wesley So of
United States, who happened
to score the most (7/9) in the
blitz section, and
Nepomniachtchi.
The other leader Maxime
Vachier-Lagrave of France
slipped to fourth spot on 15.5
point, a half point clear of wild
card Armenian-turned-
American Levon Aronian. 
Nakamura, who started off as a
favourite in the blitz section, is
in sixth spot on 13.5 points,
ahead of tour leader and

compatriot Fabiano Caruana
who has 13 points. 
American Lenier Dominguez
on 12 points is eighth at this
point ahead of Nodirbek

Abdusattorov of Uzbekistan
who has 10 points in all.
Praggnanandhaa remains a
distant last on 6.5 points,
looking for a change in
fortunes on the final day. 
Wesley So was the surprising
star of the day winning six,
drawing two and losing just
one game against Firouzja in
nine rounds of blitz. The result
propelled the American to
joint second spot.
However, Firouzja still remains
set to win the crown given his
1.5 points lead and if that
happens he can even overtake
Caruana as the leader of the
tour with just one event
remaining in form of
Sinquefield cup set to begin
from August 18.
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Chef de Mission Gagan
Narang hailed India’s

performance in the just-
concluded Paris Olympics and
said it’s time to chalk out a
strategic roadmap ahead of the
new Olympic cycle to increase
the participation in the 2028
Games in Los Angeles.
A total of 117 Indian athletes
participated across 16
disciplines at the Paris Games
and India ended their
campaign with six medals -
one silver and five bronze.
“Firstly, I congratulate the
medal winners. A total of 6
medals (1 Silver, 5 Bronze) is a
commendable effort,” said
Narang ahead of his return
from the French capital.
“Though, personally, I feel we
could have finished with a few
more medals, it is worth
mentioning the near-misses.
There were at least six 4th place
finishes and quite a few of our
athletes finished in the finals of
their respective events. 
“This is encouraging, and we
should take heart from these
results, introspect on the fine
margins and how we can better
these performances,” he added. 

Narang, who had won a bronze
in shooting at the London
Olympics, said the National
Sports Federations (NSFs)
should chart out a roadmap to
increase participation in the
next Games.
“We must find ways to build a
strong sports culture and
increase the number of
participations from India. That
should be our goal for this new
Olympic cycle,” he said. “Also,
most importantly I feel whilst
we are teaching our athletes
how to win, we must also teach
them how to accept defeat and
come back with a bang.”
There were six fourth place
finishes in Paris and Narang
said it is important to take
lessons from the near misses
and move ahead.

“There are many learnings and
take aways from these
performances in Paris. From
what I saw at this Olympics, it’s
only the small margins that we
need to close in now to elevate
this performance,” he said.
“I will be submitting my
observations in an extensive
report to the IOA and Ministry
of Youth Affairs and Sports.
While India has come a long
way in the past decade, and we
had a fully equipped medical
team at the village with
Dinshaw Pardiwala as CMO. 
“We will grow from strength to
strength to compete with the
USA and China in the future in
sport science backup as well.”
‘NEED TO CREATE A
PATHWAY FOR
ATHLETES’: Narang said

collective efforts must be made
to chart an athlete’s career
trajectory, which also includes
long-term financial literacy
and utilising the athlete’s
experience by absorbing them
into the system. 
“To further the growth,
collective efforts are being
made and should be
strengthened further to chart
our athlete’s career. We need to
plan life after sport for an
athlete so that their approach is
long term,” he said.
“Financial literacy, absorbing
them into the system and
utilizing their knowledge and
experience, creating job
opportunities in district, state
and national sports
organizations as
administrators and coaches
should be a priority.” 
Narang said such steps will
help athletes to pursue their
events with confidence. 
“Only then will parents and the
athletes feel secure to pursue
sport professionally and invest
their time and efforts in it. We
must also focus on athlete’s
mental well-being, this is
extremely critical for athletes
to feel assured and that they are
cared for,” he noted. 
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The player auction ahead of
the third season of the SA20

will take place in Cape Town on
October 1 with a total of 13 slots
left to be filled, announced
Graeme Smith, the league
commissioner. 
The upcoming edition of the
SA20 is scheduled to be held
from January 9 to February 8
next year.
Following the conclusion of the pre-
signing and retention window, the teams
will have to pick up 13 more players from
the auction. 
Retired India wicketkeeper batter Dinesh
Karthik recently joined Paarl Royals,
becoming the first player from the country
to join the South African league. 
In addition to this, each franchise will also
need to select their ‘Season 3 Rookie, while
three of the franchises still have a wildcard
to announce before December 30.
Apart from Karthik, international stars
like Ben Stokes, Kane Williamson, Joe
Root, Trent Boult, Johnny Bairstow,
Devon Conway, Zak Crawley, Rashid
Khan and Rahmanullah Gurbaz will also
be seen in action in the league.
“To have the calibre of international
players joining local heroes like Aiden
(Markram), KG (Kagiso Rabada) and
Heinrich (Klaasen) sets up an explosive

season,” Smith stated in a release.
“We are also incredibly proud of all the
domestic players who have been retained
by the teams, including the majority of the
rookies who have been incorporated as
fully-contracted players for Season 3,” he
added. 
SQUADS AS THEY STAND AHEAD
OF SEASON 3 AUCTION:
DURBAN’S SUPER GIANTS: Brandon
King, Quinton De Kock, Naveen Ul Haq,
Kane Williamson, Chris Woakes, Prenelan
Subrayen, Dwaine Pretorius, Keshav
Maharaj, Noor Ahmed, Heinrich Klaasen,
Jon-Jon Smuts, Wiaan Mulder, Junior
Dala, Bryce Parsons, Matthew Breetzke,
Jason Smith, Marcus Stoinis.
JOBURG SUPER KINGS: Faf Du Plessis,
Moeen Ali, Jonny Bairstow, Maheesh
Theekshana, Devon Conway, Gerald
Coetzee, David Wiese, Leus Du Plooy,
Lizaad Williams, Nandre Burger, Donavon

Ferreira, Imran Tahir, Sibonelo
Makhanya, Tabraiz Shamsi.
MI CAPE TOWN: Rashid
Khan, Ben Stokes, Kagiso
Rabada, Trent Boult, Azmatullah
Omarzai, Dewald Brevis, Ryan
Rickelton, George Linde, Nuwan
Thushara, Connor Esterhuizen,
Delano Potgieter, Rassie Van Der
Dussen, Thomas Kaber, Chris
Benjamin.
PRETORIA CAPITALS: Anrich
Nortje, Jimmy Neesham, Will

Jacks, Rahmanullah Gurbaz, Will Smeed,
Migael Pretorius, Rilee Rossouw, Eathan
Bosch, Wayne Parnell, Senuran
Muthusamy, Kyle Verreynne, Daryn
Dupavillon, Steve Stolk, Tiaan van
Vuuren.
PAARL ROYALS: David Miller, Mujeeb
Ur-Rahman, Sam Hain, Joe Root, Dinesh
Karthik, Kwena Maphaka, Lhuan-dre
Pretorius, Bjorn Fortuin, Lungi Ngidi,
Mitchell Van Buuren, Keith Dudgeon,
Nqaba Peter, Andile Phehlukwayo, Codi
Yusuf, John Turner, Dayyaan Galiem,
Jacob Bethell.
SUNRISERS EASTERN CAPE: Aiden
Markram, Zak Crawley, Roelof van der
Merwe, Liam Dawson, Ottneil Baartman,
Marco Jansen, Beyers Swanepoel, Caleb
Seleka, Tristan Stubbs, Jordan Hermann,
Patrick Kruger, Craig Overton, Tom Abell,
Simon Harmer, Andile Simelane, David
Bedingham.
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