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With Bangladesh descending into
chaos, Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina surreptitiously fled the country
in a military aircraft on Monday and the
Army stepped in to fill the power vac-
uum, ending one uncertain chapter and
opening another in the nation’s restive
history. As news of Hasina’s departure
spread, hundreds broke into Hasina’s
residence, vandalising and looting the
interiors, providing dramatic expression
to the anti-Government protests that
have killed more than 100 people in the
last two days. At the entre of people
anger is the Hasina Government’s con-
troversial quota system reserving 30 per
cent jobs for families of veterans who
fought the 1971 liberation war.
With volatile crowds taking to the
streets — some clambering on
Hasina’s father and Bangladesh
founder Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’s
statue and smashing it with hammers
in a lasting image underscoring the
fickleness of history — Army chief
General Waqar-uz-Zaman
announced that the 76-year-old
Prime Minister has resigned.
An interim Government will be
taking over, he said in a televised
address amid feverish speculation
about where Hasina was headed.  “I’m
taking all responsibility (of the
country). Please cooperate,” Zaman
added, signalling the end of Hasina’s
15-year power run.
The Army chief said he had met
political leaders and told them the
Army would take over responsibility
for law and order. However, there
were no leaders from Hasina’s Awami
League party at the meeting.
As protests spiralled across the
country, the Army chief said he had
asked both Army and police not to

fire any shots. Zaman also urged
restraint and asked protesters to end
the violence. He vowed “justice” for
all the people.
In Dhaka, restive crowds, swarmed
the airport and even spilled into the
runway. The Indira Gandhi Cultural
Centre in the city’s Dhanmondi area
was damaged. Four Hindu temples
suffered “minor” damages across the
country, eyewitnesses and a
community leader said.
The Bangabandhu memorial
museum — dedicated to Mujibur
Rahman who was assassinated along
with his wife and their three sons
while serving as president in 1975 —
was also vandalised. Hasina and her
sister Sheikh Rehana had survived
the purge as they were abroad.
Hasina then spent six years in exile
in India. 
The home of Dr Wajed Miah,
Hasina’s husband, was not spared
either in the vortex of violence on
Monday, local reports said.
From Ganabhadan, the Prime
Minister’s official residence, came
extraordinary visuals of protesters
storming in and walking away with
sofas and even chairs.
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As search and rescue operations con-
tinue in landslide-hit Wayanad dis-

trict in Kerala which has claimed over 380
lives and left more than 100 missing,
Union Environment Minister Bhupender
Yadav on Monday attributed the tragedy
to the “illegal human habitat expansion
and protection for illegal mining in the
fragile region by local politicians” under
the tutelage of the Southern State
Government.
Talking to reporters here on Monday,
Yadav also accused local politicians of
failing to regulate and protect sensitive
zones, contributing to the disaster that
struck the region six days ago. 
The impacts of the landslides are still
being felt by the locals, exacerbating the
ongoing crisis in Wayanad.
“It is an illegal protection to the illegal
human habitation by the local
politicians. Even in the name of
tourism, they are not making proper
zones. They allowed encroachment of

this area. It is a highly sensitive area.
We have already constituted a
committee headed by former Director
General of Forests Sanjay Kumar...
There has been illegal human
habitation and illegal mining activity
under the protection of the local
Government...”, the Minister said. “We

feel it’s purely a mistake by the State
Government. There has been illegal
human habitation and illegal mining
activity under the protection of the
local Government. It is very shameful.
They must protect nature and human
lives,” he said.
“The Western Ghats is one of the most
fragile regions in the country like the
Himalayas. Serious efforts must be
made to prevent disasters in such
regions and the Kerala Government is
also responsible for ensuring the same,”
Yadav said hoping that consultations on
eco-sensitive zone notifications for the
Western Ghats should be completed
soon.
Last week, i.e. on July 31, the Centre
had issued a sixth draft notification to
declare over 56,800 square kilometres
of the Western Ghats across six states,
including 13 villages in Kerala’s
landslide-hit Wayanad, Ecologically
Sensitive Area (ESA), inviting
suggestions and objections within 60
days.

Wayanad tragedy due to illegal habitat expansion: Min

Bloodbath
on Dalal
Street

Coaching centres
death chambers:
SC; notice issued
to Centre, Delhi $���� -%.��%�/)

Stock market investors lost a
whopping �15.32 lakh crore

on Monday following a crash
in Indian equities triggered by
a sharp plunge in Japanese and
other global markets.
The 30-share BSE benchmark
plummeted 2,222.55 points
or 2.74 per cent to settle at
over a month’s low of
78,759.40, marking its worst
single-day retreat since June
4, 2024. During the day, it
tanked 2,686.09 points or
3.31 per cent to 78,295.86.
Following the sharp decline
in equities, the market
capitalisation of BSE-listed
firms dropped by Rs
15,32,796.1 crore to Rs
4,41,84,150.03 crore (USD
5.27 trillion).
“Domestic equity indices
came under the grip of global
markets carnage as a host of
external factors like recession
fears in the US on the back of
weak jobs data, interest rate
hike in Japan leading to
impact on Yen-carry trade
and a raging Middle East
conflict triggered massive
sell-off across the board,”
Prashanth Tapse, Senior VP
(Research), Mehta Equities
Ltd, said.

Detailed report on Page 10
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The Supreme Court on
Monday upheld  the

appointment of 10 aldermen
by the Lieutenant Governor
to  the  Munic ipa l
Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
without the aid and advice of
the Delhi  Government’s
Cabinet. The judgment came
as a major blow to the
Ar vind Kejr iwa l
Government in Delhi amid
tussle with the Lieutenant
Governor on a host of issues.
The top court pronounced
its verdict on the Delhi
Government’s  plea after
reserving it for nearly 15
months.
In its ruling impacting the
fraught relationship between
the LG’s office and the AAP-
led Delhi Government, a
Bench of Chief Justice of

India (CJI) DY Chandrachud
and Justices JB Pardiwala and
PS Narasimha ruled that the
Delhi Lieutenant Governor is
not bound by the aid and
advice of the Delhi
Government’s Cabinet on
appointment of aldermen
since his powers in that
regard is derived from the
Delhi Municipal
Corporation Act.
The bench said the statutory
power under section
3(3)(b)(i) of the Delhi
Municipal Corporation
(DMC) Act, as amended in
1993, empowered the LG to
appoint the aldermen.
“It is the law made by
Parliament, it satisfies the
discretion exercised by LG
since law requires him to do
so and falls under exception
of Article 239,” the bench
held. 
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The Supreme Court on
Monday took suo motu

cognisance of the deaths of
three IAS aspirants due to
flooding in the basement of
RAU’s IAS Study Circle in Old
Rajinder Nagar and issued a
notice to the Centre and Delhi
Government, to examine if
safety norms are being fol-
lowed. 
The Supreme Court said
coaching centres have
become “death chambers”
and are playing with the lives
of students.  “The incident
was an eye-opener for all,” it
added.
A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and Ujjal Bhuyan was
hearing an appeal by the
Coaching Federation of
India challenging directions
of the Delhi High Court
regarding the proliferation of
coaching institutes in
Mukherjee Nagar.
The bench said it was not
sure as to what effective steps
regarding safety had been
taken by the Government of
the National Capital
Territory of Delhi or the
Central Government.

Detailed report on Page 4
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The continuing violence
in Bangladesh and the fall

of Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina Government have
raised concern among the
families residing on this side
of the border. Hundreds of
families have lost sleep wor-
rying about the fate of their
relatives and other loved ones
in the strife-torn neighbour-
ing country.
“I don’t know how they are
… though from different
communities their
neighbours are good and
understanding but given the
scale and magnitude of the
violence I wonder how they
are now… more than 20 of
them,” said 80-year-old
Chintamani Kar of Behala
in South Kolkata expressing
concern for his cousin
brothers’ families at Magura
off Jessore.
A Bengali film actor,
requesting anonymity, said
she was worried about her
grand uncle who was in
Kolkata last year and was
scheduled to visit again
during the Durga Puja.
“Their family was attacked
twice at Satkhira… we
asked them to migrate but

they would not… they had
unflinching faith in the
governance of Sheikh
Hasina ... but now what will
happen to them… we have
not been able to speak to
them for the past fortnight
or so,” she said.
Sheikh Qamran, a
businessman from central
Kolkata, said he too had not
received any news of his
relatives from Dhaka.
“Traditionally, they are
supporters of the ruling
party there… it is
obvious… that helps in
business… but now after
the fall of this Government
I don’t know what will
happen to them…
particularly because the
way the establishments are
being attacked and
torched,” said the trader
about his relatives who live
near Banani area of Dhaka.
He said he had even tried to
get in touch with them via
relatives in Dubai but in
vain.
However the condition of
Arindam (name changed) is
more pathetic. His uncle is a
member of the ruling party
and had been a panchayat
member somewhere in
Pabna district owning several
acres of land and fisheries. 

Turmoil worries families
living in West Bengal

Setback for AAP over LG’s
10 aldermen appointment
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Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, who resigned on Monday,

arrived at the Hindon airbase,
Ghaziabad in a Bangladesh air force
transport aircraft. She is reportedly
planning to leave for London after a
brief stopover at the airbase.
National Security Adviser Ajit Doval

met Hasina at Hindon Air Base.
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar briefed Prime Minister
Narendra Modi about the situation
in Bangladesh, sources said. Taking
note of the fast evolving situation in
Bangladesh, the BSF was on high
alert while the Delhi Police further
strengthened security around the
Bangladesh High Commission in

the national Capital.  Air India and
Indigo announced the suspension of
their operations to and from Dhaka.
Hasina’s C-130 plane landed at the
Hindon airbase in the evening.
Indian Air Force fighter jets were
airborne as soon as her aircraft
entered Indian air space and kept
an eye on it for some time, sources
said.
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NSA Doval meets ex-PM Hasina at Hindon Airbase
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AI to enable developments
and prosperity in State: CM

Third national conference
of ISA held at HIMS 

Chief minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami said that

Artificial Intelligence will en-
able important developments
in ecology, economy, technol-
ogy, accountability and sus-
tainable development. All
experts and those discharging
various responsibilities will
also have to learn about AI, he
said while speaking at a con-
clave on AI for Uttarakhand
organised by the Uttarakhand
State Council for Science and
Technology (UCOST) here on
Monday.

The CM said that a
roadmap has been prepared in
Uttarakhand for AI develop-
ment along with science, tech-
nology and innovation policy.
Stating that AI affects all as-
pects of human life, Dhami
said that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi also lays spe-
cial focus on science, technol-
ogy and AI. “Many things are
being achieved with the use of
AI which has also helped save
time. It has brought about rev-
olutionary changes in scien-
tific research and the routine
lives of people. Apart from be-

coming a major reason for in-
novation in industry, medical
treatment, agriculture, educa-
tion, health and science, it can
also play a major role in the
development and prosperity
of the State,” the CM said.

He further said that effec-
tive work can be done with the
help of AI in the spheres of

disaster management and cli-
mate change in Uttarakhand.

The UCOST director gen-
eral Durgesh Pant said that
this is the era of AI. “Apart
from being Devbhumi, Ut-
tarakhand is also the land of
spiritual, scientific solutions
where various prominent cen-
tral institutions are located.

We are moving ahead towards
becoming a knowledge State
as this will help Uttarakhand
become empowered and pros-
perous,” he said. Pant also
stressed on the need for using
the potential of AI in agricul-
ture, tourism, good gover-
nance, livelihood, health and
other sectors to boost the
State’s development.

The third national confer-
ence of India Society of

Anaesthesiologists (ISA) -
YouthCon-2024 was organ-
ised at the Himalayan
Institute of Medical Sciences
(HIMS) on Monday.  About
500 delegates and researchers
from various parts of the
country took part in the
event, which primarily fo-
cused on the latest advance-
ments in anaesthesia
techniques. The conference
aimed to introduce young
doctors and researchers in the

field to these new develop-
ments. During the event, the
president of Swami Rama Hi-
malayan University (SRHU)
Vijay Dhasmana highlighted
the evolution of anaesthesia
techniques. He emphasised
the importance of such con-
ferences as platforms for shar-
ing experiences to enhance

patient care. The vice chancel-
lor of SRHU Rajendra Dobhal
stressed the necessity of in-
creasing the number of anaes-
thetic specialists to ensure
prompt and efficient treat-
ment. Apart from this, ISA
National Secretary Sukhinder
Jeet Singh Bajwa, also encour-
aged all participants to ex-
change experiences and
knowledge. Secretary Dr
Parul Jindal reported that ap-
proximately 500 attendees
from various regions of the
country were present at the

conference. The workshops
included practical training
sessions conducted by experts
from the Himalayan Hospital
and other parts of the coun-
try. Additionally, numerous
doctors showcased advanced
methods in ultrasound-
guided nerve blocks through-
out the event.

IPSC Drishtikon Festival 
begins at Birla Vidya Mandir
PNS      NAINITAL

The IPSC Literary Festival
Drishtikon 2024 under-

way at the Birla Vidya Mandir
saw the start of three-day
competitions on
Monday. Sher-
wood College
principal Aman-
deep Sandhu in-
augurated the
event. Students
from seven
IPSC schools are
participating in
the competi-
tions to be held
for the next two
days. Speaking
on the occasion, Sandhu said
that such events are very im-
portant to nurture the talents
of the students. The Dr-
ishtikon Festival will include
general knowledge competi-

tion, debate, writing competi-
tion and trilogue competition.
Birla Vidya Mandir principal
Anil Sharma informed the

gathering about the events to
be held. He said that the
school management organises
national level inter-school
competitions regularly every
year.

Transport Ministerial
Employees Union to
begin work boycott
over suspensions
from today

The Uttarakhand Transport
Ministerial Employees

Union will start a work boy-
cott from Tuesday, protesting
the government's lack of re-
sponse to its grievances over
the suspension of four trans-
port officials. These officials
were suspended by the Trans-
port department following the
accident in Rudraprayag on
June 15, which resulted in the
deaths of 16 persons. The sus-
pended officials, including the
then Tapovan checkpost in-
charge Yashveer Singh Bisht,
junior assistant Vivek Uniyal,
transport sub-inspector
Mehtab Ali and transport con-
stable Amar Saini, were ac-
cused of negligence at the
Tapovan checkpost in
Rishikesh on the day of the ac-
cident. Union members said
that the senior department of-
ficials based their decision on
a report from the lead agency
which also highlighted the

negligence of police and Pub-
lic Works Department (PWD)
personnel, who have not faced
any disciplinary action. The
general secretary of the union,
Vinod Chamoli questioned
why the police personnel, who
were also deployed at the
checkpost and along the route,
have not been held account-
able. He said that the depart-
ment had requested the
officiating director general of
police, Abhinav Kumar, to ini-
tiate disciplinary action
against the police personnel
on duty that day, yet no such
measures have been taken so
far. Chamoli said that the
transport ministerial employ-
ees staged a two hours work
boycott on Monday and since
the department failed to ad-
dress their issue, they have de-
cided to start a work boycott
from Tuesday onwards across
the State.
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Training programme
starts at DAV  College

Atraining pro-
gramme with an

aim to facilitate the
overall development of
the students began at
the DAV PG College
under the NSE Gaurav
Yojana of the State
government on Mon-
day. The programme
will continue till August 8. Speaking on the occasion, the
convener of the college's entrepreneurship and innovation
committee VB Chaurasia emphasised the significance of
such training programmes in preparing students for future
self-employment or employment opportunities by enhanc-
ing their skills in banking, finance, securities and the insur-
ance sector.  Apart from this, Nripendra Sharma, who is the
main trainer for the session, was formally welcomed by prin-
cipal Sunil Kumar. The principal expressed his hope that
such programmes will contribute to the students' career ad-
v a n c e -
ment. He
also en-
couraged
the stu-
dents to
a c t i v e l y
p a r t i c i -
pate in
and bene-
fit from
the train-
ing pro-
gramme.
A large
n u m b e r
of stu-
dents par-
ticipated
and regis-
tered for
the train-
ing pro-
gramme. 
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Menace of stray and domesticated
cattle ambles on in Dehradun 

The roads of Dehradun
are becoming increas-

ingly hazardous, not just due
to stray cattle but also do-
mesticated cattle that dairy
owners have started leaving
on the streets. This issue is
particularly troublesome
during early morning,
evening and late night
hours, causing significant
disruptions for commuters.
Initially, it was only stray
cattle that posed a danger
but now dairy owners have
begun leaving their cows
and buffaloes on the roads
early in the morning. These
cattle are retrieved in the
evening for milking and
then released back onto the
streets. This practice has in-
tensified the problem, espe-
cially during the monsoon
season, when the animals
also suffer more and often
disrupt traffic or cause acci-

dents. Vulnerable and ex-
posed, these cattle
sometimes react aggres-
sively, posing a threat to
people.  A resident of Sa-
hastradhara, Richa Joshi
talked about the dangers she
regularly faces saying,
"There are various spots in
Dehradun where cattle can
be seen roaming on the
road. Due to defunct street-
lights, many commuters ob-
serve them at the last minute
and have narrow escapes
from accidents which could
injure both humans and the
animals. I have even crashed
into these animals and sus-
tained injuries. On a large
stretch of Sahastradhara
Road, there are no street
lights and one has to drive
really slowly to ensure the
vehicle does not hit any cat-
tle." Another resident Suraj
Rawat raised concerns about
the difficulty in spotting
these cattle during the night
and early morning. "Most of
the cattle are dark in colour
and they blend into the dark
surroundings. 

This poses a significant
risk, especially in poorly lit
areas, resulting in several

near-miss incidents. I have a
night shift so I go to work at
8 PM via Balbir Road and
return around 4 AM. I have
unfortunately hit two cattle
mistakenly. It injured them
as well as me,” he said. Par-
ents are also worried about
the safety of their children,
as cattle frequently roam
residential areas, making
daily commutes to school or
the market difficult. A Lad-
pur resident, Deepa
Chauhan said that the pres-
ence of cattle on main roads
and in colonies is increasing,
yet authorities have not
taken concrete steps to ad-
dress the issue. "Whenever
we drive during the night,
we can spot cattle parking
themselves in groups on
roads across the city. We be-
come cautious and drive
slowly to avoid bumping
into one. Most of the cattle

belong to dairies set in our
nearby colonies but no ac-
tion has been taken against
them so far." In response to
these growing concerns,
Dehradun district magis-
trate Sonika announced
plans to address the issue.
She stated that she will ask
the Municipal Corporation
of Dehradun (MCD) and
agencies concerned to take
action against cattle owners
who leave their animals on
the roads. The Dehradun
municipal commissioner
Gaurav Kumar also ac-
knowledged the problem,
stating that the corporation
does periodically pick up
stray cattle. He assured that
he will direct officials con-
cerned to take more strin-
gent actions against it.
Despite these assurances,
residents remain skeptical
about the effectiveness of
these measures. The persist-
ent presence of both stray
and domesticated cattle on
Dehradun roads continues
to be a significant threat to
commuter safety. The locals
seek immediate and sus-
tained action to ensure safer
roads for all.
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Strengthen information
system across State, 
directs CM

The information system
should be strengthened

to ensure that the public is
made aware of the govern-
ment’s public welfare
schemes. Along with modern
technology, print, electronic
and social media should be
used effectively, chief minis-
ter Pushkar Singh Dhami
said. Visiting the Directorate
of Information and Public
Relations, Dhami also an-
nounced that the corpus for
the journalist welfare fund
will be increased from Rs five

crore to Rs 10 cr0re.

Interacting with officials in
the department during a re-
view which lasted about five
hours, the CM said that the
use of e-filing system should
be maximised and that the
information system in the
districts should also be
strengthened with special
focus on improving it also in
the mountainous regions of
the State.  Senior departmen-
tal officials should be made
nodal officers for the district

for this purpose. He also di-
rected officials to check the
feasibility of group insurance
for journalists. A system
should also be put in place for
accreditation of journalists
till the Tehsil level. He said
that the Information depart-
ment is the link between the
government and the public
and that it should ensure that
the works and schemes of the
government are communi-
cated in simple language
through the media to the
public.

Information director gen-
eral Banshidhar Tiwari in-
formed the CM about the
activities of the department.
He said a number of posts are
vacant in the department,
adding that the process for
recruitment to the posts of
information officer and other
posts is underway.

MLA Umesh Sharma ‘Kau’,
additional chief secretary
Anand Bardhan and other of-
ficials were present in the
meeting.

PNS     DEHRADUN

Conducts five-hour review of
DIPR along with senior officials
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1,401 more rescued
from Kedarnath and
nearby areas on Monday

Atotal of 1,401 persons were
rescued by helicopter and

manually from Kedarnath and
nearby locations on Monday
by the authorities. According
to the officials, at least 11,000
persons have been rescued
from Kedarnath and nearby
areas between August 1 and 5.
The Disaster Management sec-
retary Vinod Kumar Suman
informed that consistent dense
cloud cover in the Kedarnath
area has been hampering res-
cue by air. The weather cleared

on Monday morning due to
which the IAF’s Chinook heli-
copter conducted two round

trips rescuing 65 persons, the
Mi-17 chopper carried out
three rounds rescuing 61 per-
sons while the State helicopter
rescued 10 persons. Apart
from this, 509 persons were
taken from Kedarnath to
Lincholi on foot, from where
they were taken further by
helicopter. Further, 584 per-
sons were taken from
Gaurikund to Sonprayag while
172 were taken via Chaumasi.

All pilgrims have been res-
cued safely from Gaurikund

with only the local residents
and traders staying there at
present. About 50 pilgrims

have voluntarily stayed in
Kedarnath in addition to the
Teerth Purohits, local shop-
keepers, local residents and
others working in the area.

The authorities had
increased the number of per-
sonnel involved in the rescue
and relief efforts on Sunday.
Sniffer dogs are also being
used in the search operations.
The body of a person was dis-
covered in the debris on the
route between Gaurikund and
Kedarnath. The body was

identified as that of
Yamunanagar, Haryana resi-
dent Gautam.

PNS    DEHRADUN

The Uttarakhand State
Disaster Response Force

(SDRF) found a  body dur-
ing their ongoing search
operations in Kedarnath on
Monday. The officials said
that two teams were sent in
a detailed drone search in
the areas of Badi Lincholi,

Choti  Lincholi  and
B h i m b a l i - G a u r i k u n d .
During this extensive oper-
ation, the team discovered a
body in the Lincholi area
beneath rocks and informed

the Rudraprayag district
police. The deceased has
been identified as Gautam
(21),  a  resident  of
Yamunanagar area in
Haryana. 

The officials informed
that the search operations

on the Kedarnath pilgrim-
age route continue relent-
lessly, now with additional
support from the SDRF Dog
Squad, which was dis-
patched from the SDRF

headquarters.The SDRF
teams conducted extensive
search and rescue opera-
tions across a five kilome-
tres radius with the help of
drones on Monday. The
officials informed that the
SDRF teams have rescued
over 6,000 pilgrims from the

Kedarnath valley
via footpaths so far. 

The SDRF team
also rescued 250
pi lgr ims from
Lincholi  to
Bhimbali and 586
pi lgr ims from
G a u r i k u n d -
Munkatia,  safely
escorting them to
Sonprayag.  The
officials said that
the operation is
being meticulously
conducted with the
support of drone
technolog y to
ensure no area is
lef t  unsearched.
The of f icials
informed that for
the past five days,
over 60 personnel
from f ive SDRF
teams have been
engaged in contin-
uous rescue opera-
tions, helped by
d r o n e - a s s i s t e d
searches in the
Gaurikund and

Lincholi areas. Besides this,
two more teams from
Agastyamuni and Ratuda
have been deployed for
search and rescue work, the
officials added
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SDRF finds body during 
search operation in Kedarnath

The attempts of the State
government under chief

minister Pushkar Singh Dhami
to increase revenue from the
mining sector by initiating
reforms, simplifying the
process and starting e- tender-
ing of mining lots have started
yielding results. In the first four
months (April to July) of the
current financial year (2024-
25), the department has col-
lected a revenue of Rs 333.17
crore which is 67 per cent
more than the revenue collect-
ed in the corresponding peri-
od in the last financial year. The
department had collected rev-

enue of Rs 645.42
crore in the FY
2023-24 which was
Rs 173.27 crore
more than the rev-
enue collection of
FY 2022-23. The
department was
given a target of Rs
875 crore each for
the FY 2023-24 and
2022-23. In the FY 2022-23, the
department had only collected
revenue of Rs 472.25 crore. 

The director of Mines and
Geology, Rajpal Legha said
that the department is working

hard to achieve the revenue tar-
get set up by the State govern-
ment for the FY 2024-25. He
said that the state govern-
ment's initiatives such as sim-
plification in the Uttarakhand
sub mineral extraction regula-

tions, e-tendering
and earmarking
of new mining
lots by following
assisted e-tender-
ing process have
yielded positive
results.  Legha
added that the
e n f o r c e m e n t
team constituted

by the department also proved
effective in controlling illegal
mining and illegal transporta-
tion and storage of the miner-
als.  The e -passage portal of the
department is also being con-
tinuously upgraded.  The direc-

tor further informed that the
State government has approved
setting up of 45 mining check
gates under the Mining Digital
Transformation and
Surveillance System (MDTSS).

He said that in view of suf-
ficient supply of  raw material
in stone crushers and screen-
ing plants the sub minerals
such as grit, dust and sand  are
being sold at a rate of Rs 70 per
quintal which is much less
than last year when these mate-
rials were  sold at Rs 140 per
quintal.
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BJP's ploy of appointing 5 cabinet
ministers in-charges won't affect
Kedarnath bypoll : Rawat

Taking a dig at the ruling BJP
for appointing five minis-

ters as election in-charges for
the upcoming Assembly by-
election in Kedarnath, former
chief minister and senior
Congress leader Harish Rawat
has said that such tactics of the
ruling party will have no effect
on poll outcome. Rawat said
that the people of Kedarnath
have made up their mind to
teach the BJP a lesson for its
consistent neglect of the con-
stituency. 

He said that the BJP leader-
ship can also go for expansion
of the Dhami cabinet to induct

more ministers in the battle of
Kedarnath by-election. He
claimed that those aspiring for
a berth in the cabinet are cau-
tioning the BJP leadership
about the chances of Congress
party in Kedarnath. The former
CM said that the Congress is
bound to win the Kedarnath
bypoll and induction of even a
dozen ministers in the
Kedarnath political battle field
will have no effect on the poll
outcome.

In an oblique reference on
the possibility of Congress
fielding former Pradesh
Congress Committee ( PCC)

president Ganesh Godiyal from
the constituency, he said, "The
people have some expectations
from the Congress party and it
should filed a candidate with
clean image by chanting
mantra of Jai Ganesha."

The Congress insiders are of
the view that Harish Rawat's
statement about the need for
someone with a clean image to
be the candidate of the party is
a message to Congress State
leadership that it should not
consider the possible claim of
former cabinet minister Harak
Singh Rawat from Kedarnath.
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Congress should prepare for
Assembly session lest even a
day prove too long for it: BJP

The Bharatiya Janata
Party State president

Mahendra Bhatt said that
the objections being raised
by the Congress to the
three-day duration of the
Vidhan Sabha session in
Gairsain are nothing more
than part of the negative
politics which the party is
habituated to indulging in.
He said that the Congress
should properly prepare
for the session, otherwise
even one day will prove to
be too long for its MLAs.
Those who opposed the
formation of Uttarakhand
and its development do
not want the Vidhan Sabha
session to be held in
Gairsain, he said, while
suggest ing  that  the
Congress should stop play-
ing politics even on this
issue.

The BJP State president
said, “Earlier, their MLAs
used to write letters seek-
ing that the Vidhan Sabha
session should not be held
in Gairsain and later the
party used to take a dif-

ferent stand just for the
sake of politics. They start
every session with ruckus
and ensure that the session
ends in a similar manner.
For them, the Vidhan
Sabha session means rais-
ing ruckus and staging
walk outs to grab media
headlines instead of raising
the issues of the general
public. Everybody is aware
of the activities of the
Congress and its MLAs in
the Assembly. 

They have never played
a constructive role by rais-

ing issues of the public and
indulging in debate on
important issues in the
house. 

They are now saying that
the duration of the session
is short but when it starts,
they will make noise and
stage a walkout. It would
be better if the Congress
prepares properly for the
Assembly session other-
wise, without issues and
ideas, even one day will
prove to be too long for its
MLAs,” the BJP State pres-
ident said.
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Be prepared- heavy to
very heavy rain likely
in two districts today

The State meteorological
centre has issued an

orange warning (Be
Prepared) regarding the
probability of heavy to very
heavy rainfall/thunderstorms
accompanied with light-
ning/intense to very intense
spells of rain likely to occur
at isolated places in Chamoli
and Bageshwar districts on
Tuesday. The centre has also
issued a yellow warning
(Watch) regarding the possi-
bility of heavy rainfall/thun-
derstorms accompanied with
lightning/ intense to very
intense spells of rain likely to
occur at isolated places in

Rudraprayag,  Tehri,
Dehradun, Pauri,
Pithoragarh, Nainital,
Champawat and Udham
Singh Nagar districts.
Thunderstorms accompanied
with lightning/intense to very
intense spells of rain are like-
ly to occur at isolated places
in the remaining districts of
the State. Apart from this,

light to moderate rain/thun-
dershowers are likely to occur
at most places in the districts
of the State today.

The provisional State cap-
ital Dehradun is forecast to
witness a partly to generally
cloudy sky. Few spells of
light to moderate rain/thun-
dershowers are likely to
occur, of which one to two
may be intense/heavy in
some areas. The maximum
and minimum temperatures
are likely to be about 33
degrees Celsius and 24
degrees Celsius respectively
in Dehradun today.

Meanwhile, light to mod-
erate rain was reported in
various parts of the State on
Monday with 23.5 millime-
tres in Srinagar, 18.5 mil-
limetres in Kirtinagar, 12
millimetres in Mussoorie,
10.5 mill imetres in
Lansdowne and eight mil-
limetres in Chamba.
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Short Assembly session
a joke on people of
Uttarakhand: Mahara

The Pradesh Congress
Committee (PCC) presi-

dent Karan Mahara has said
that the decision of the State
government to hold the three-
day long Assembly session in
Gairsain is a bad joke on the
people of Uttarakhand. He said

that the three-day session is
very short and clearly shows
that the State government
wants to evade the questions
related to public interest.

Responding to the state-
ment of Parliamentary Affairs
minister Prem Chand Agarwal
regarding keeping the duration
of the Assembly session three
days, Mahara said that it is not
possible to discuss the ques-
tions of public interest raised by
the MLAs in the short duration
of three days. He said that it is
unfortunate that despite spend-
ing crores of rupees in organ-

ising the session in Gairsain
which involves shifting of the
government machinery and
staff, the public representa-
tives will not get the answers to
their questions. Mahara added
that if the questions raised by
the public representatives are

not heard and answered in the
Assembly session, then there is
no justification for the session.

He said that the BJP-led
government of the State has
deliberately kept the issue of
permanent capital of the State
hanging.

The PCC president said that
the BJP-led governments at
the Centre and State are insult-
ing the people of Uttarakhand
and the sentiments of the state-
hood activists by keeping the
issue of permanent capital
pending.
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Revenue collection from mining
sector shows upward trend

On the orders of chief
minister Pushkar Singh

Dhami senior officers of
State administration con-
ducted a survey of the dis-
aster  af fected area of

Kedarnath. The team com-
prised Public  Works
Department (PWD) secre-
tary Pankaj Pandey, Disaster
Management secretar y
Vinod Kumar Suman and
Garhwal  commissioner
Vinay Shankar Pandey.

The team conducted a
ground and aerial inspec-
tion of the area.The PWD
secretary took stock of the
damaged roads and direct-
ed the officers concerned to
prepare a plan on priority
basis for the restoration of
the washed out sections of
the path between Sonprayag
and Gaurikund.

He said that  ef for ts
should be made to restart
the Yatra to Kedarnath in
two weeks. 

The secretary also direct-

ed the officers to prepare
the plan and estimate of the
necessary reconstruction
work immediately and start
the work within two to
three days.

Pandey and Suman
directed the officials to have
the road and the bridle path
repaired and reconstructed
at a fast pace and a separate
contractor should be given
work on each reconstruc-
tion site. They said that
both practical and technical
aspects should be taken
care of in the reconstruction
works. 

The PWD of f icers

informed that about 15
meters of the path between
Ghoda Padao near
Gaurikund has been washed
out. Similarly a 60 meter
sect ion washout  in

Junglechatti is also affected.
The officers also proposed
that 10 folding bridges at
different places should be
set up on different points of
Kedarnath Yatra. 

The Garhwal commis-
sioner Vinay Shankar
Pandey directed that pro-
posals for all reconstruction
works should be given on a
priority basis.

Rudraprayag distr ic t
magistrate  Saurabh
Gahar war presented a
detailed account of the road
restoration, relief and rescue
works to the team of offi-
cers.
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Restore Kedarnath Yatra route
in 15 days : PWD secretary

Those who always walk out
are now finding the three-day
session short, quips BJP
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The Supreme Court on
Monday asked the West

Bengal Government to provide
quantifiable data on social and
economic backwardness and
the inadequate representation
in public sector jobs of the
castes that were included by it
in the OBC list for granting
quota benefits. The top court
also issued notices to the pri-
vate litigants who had moved
Calcutta High Court against
the inclusion of 77 castes,
mostly Muslims, in the Other
Backward Classes (OBC) list.
The High Court on May 22
struck down the OBC status
of several classes in West
Bengal granted since 2010,
finding such reservations to
vacancies in services and
posts in the State illegal.
“Issue notice, including on
the application of stay (of the
judgment filed by the State
Government). The State of
West Bengal shall file an
affidavit before this Court
explaining the process
followed for classification of

77 communities as OBCs: (1)
the nature of survey; (2)
whether there was a lack of
consultation with the
Commission (State backward
panel) in respect of any
communities in the list of 77
communities designated as
OBCs,” said a bench of Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud,
Justice JB Pardiwala and
Justice Manoj Misra.
The bench also asked whether
any consultation was done by
the State for the sub-
classification of the OBCs.
The State Government filed

the appeal against the verdict.
“Religion indeed appears to
have been the sole criterion”
for declaring these
communities as OBCs, the
High Court had said and
added that it “is of the view
that the selection of 77 classes
of Muslims as backwards is an
affront to the Muslim
community as a whole”. In all,
the High Court had struck
down 77 classes of reservation
given between April and
September 2010, and 37
classes created on the basis of
a 2012 law.
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The Congress on Monday
demanded that elections

in Jammu and Kashmir must
be held according to the
Supreme Court-set deadline,
with party Chief Mallikarjun
Kharge alleging that the BJP’s
policy on J-K and Ladakh nei-
ther respects ‘Kashmiriyat’ nor
upholds ‘Jamhuriyat’.
Kharge’s remarks come on the
fifth anniversary of the
abrogation of Article 370 and
the bifurcation of the State of
Jammu and Kashmir into two
Union Territories of J-K and
Ladakh. “BJP’s policy on
Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh neither respects
‘Kashmiriyat’ nor upholds
‘Jamhuriyat (democracy)’,”
Kharge said in a social media
post.
“The Modi Government had
claimed that this move would
help to fully integrate Jammu
and Kashmir, boost economic
development of the region
and prevent terrorism and
separatism. 
However, the reality is starkly
different,” he said. Since 2019,
there have been 683 fatal

terror attacks, resulting in the
martyrdom of 258 security
personnel and the loss of 170
civilian lives, the Congress
Chief said.
Notably, 25 terror attacks
have occurred in the Jammu
region since Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s third oath,
claiming the lives of 15
soldiers and injuring 27, he
said. Kharge also claimed that
targeted killings of Kashmiri
Pandits have become a norm
in the past few years.
A staggering 65 per cent of
Government department
posts in Jammu and Kashmir
remain vacant since 2019, he

said.
The unemployment rate in
Jammu and Kashmir stands at
10 per cent, with an alarming
18.3 per cent youth
unemployment rate, he said.
Despite the introduction of
the New Industrial Policy in
2021, a mere 3 per cent of
investments have materialised
on the ground, Kharge said.
He further claimed that 40
per cent of projects under the
PM’s Development Package,
2015, remain pending.
“Jammu and Kashmir’s net
state domestic product
(NSDP) growth rate has
declined from 13.28% (April

2015-March 2019) to 8.73%
post-2019,” he said. 
The people of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh yearn
for normalcy, a sentiment
they conveyed to Rahul
Gandhi during the Bharat
Jodo Yatra, Kharge said.
“We demand that elections
are held according to the
Supreme Court set deadline
so that people can elect their
own representatives, secure
Constitutional rights and put
a full stop to this mechanism
of being ‘ruled by
bureaucracy’,” Kharge
asserted. 
The Indian National Congress
stands firmly with the people
of these regions, which are an
integral part of India, he
added.
Whenever Assembly elections
are held in Jammu and
Kashmir, they will be the first
since provisions of Article 370
of the Constitution were
abrogated and the erstwhile
State divided into two Union
Territories in 2019. 
Last December, the Supreme
Court directed the poll panel
to hold Assembly elections in
Jammu and Kashmir by
September 30.
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External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar will inaugurate

the first Bay of Bengal Initiative
for Multi-Sectoral Technical
and Economic Cooperation
(BIMSTEC) Business Summit
here which aims to foster
greater regional collaboration
through robust trade and
investment relations among the
members of the seven-nation
grouping. 
The summit will be hosted by
the Ministry of External
Affairs in association with the
Confederation of Indian
Industries (CII) from August
6-8, the MEA said in a
statement on Monday.
The first edition of the
Business Summit aims to
foster greater regional
collaboration through robust
trade and investment relations
among the member countries

of the BIMSTEC, it said. 
It will be inaugurated by
Jaishankar. Union Minister of
Commerce and Industries
Piyush Goyal and other
leaders will deliver keynote
addresses.
Several ministers of the
BIMSTEC member States
from the ambit of trade,
commerce and industry, as
well as energy, along with
high-ranking Government
officials, policymakers,
entrepreneurs and industry
associations will participate in
the event, the MEA said.
The event will bring together
more than 300 key
stakeholders from across the
Bay of Bengal region to
facilitate economic
collaboration and explore
ways ahead in focus areas such
as trade facilitation, regional
connectivity, energy security,
inclusive growth and
sustainable development.
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Law Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal on Monday intro-

duced a Bill in the Lok Sabha to
provide reservation to
Scheduled Tribes (ST) in the
Goa Legislative Assembly. As of
now, the ST community has no
seats reserved in the State's
Assembly.
The Bill is titled Readjustment
of Representation of
Scheduled Tribes in Assembly
Constituencies of the State of
Goa Bill, 2024 and will
empower the census
commissioner to notify the
population of STs in Goa.
According to the Bill, the
population of the Scheduled
Tribes has increased
considerably in Goa as per
2011 census vis-à-vis 2001
census figures. It noted that a
“peculiar situation” has arisen
in the State, wherein the
population of the STs there

vis-à-vis the population of SCs
is considerably higher -- as per
the Primary Census Abstract,
2011 for Goa. The total
population was 14,58,545; the
population of SCs was 25,449
and the population of STs was
1,49,275. “But no seats are
reserved for the STs and they
are unable to avail the
constitutional benefit of
reservation...”
As there is no power with the
Election Commission to
determine the number of seats

for SCs and STs in any State
prior to the next census, the
Bill was being brought to
provide for enabling
provisions. The Bill will
empower the census
commissioner to notify the
population of STs in Goa.
Based on it, the Election
Commission will amend the
Delimitation of Parliamentary
and Assembly Constituencies
Order, 2008, to make way for
ST reservation in the 40-
member Goa Assembly.
The EC will take into
consideration the revised
population figures of STs and
readjust the Legislative
Assembly constituency once
the Bill becomes a law. The
proposal to bring the Bill was
cleared by the Union Cabinet
in March this year. As of now,
no seat in the 40-member Goa
Assembly is reserved for the
ST community while one seat
is reserved for Scheduled
Castes.
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Amidst Opposition from
Union Cabinet Minister

Nitin Gadkari, West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee, and several MPs
against the 18 per cent GST on
health insurance premiums,
the Government on Monday
told Parliament that it collect-
ed �8,263 crore from this tax in
the 2023-24 fiscal year. Minister
of State for Finance Pankaj
Chaudhary noted that the 18
per cent GST rate on health
insurance has been consistent
since GST’s introduction and
the Government has received
representations requesting for
exemption or reduction in the
rate of GST on life insurance
and health insurance. 
Meanwhile, it is learnt that
several Opposition parties are
planning to stage a protest in
the Parliament complex on
Tuesday to press for the
rollback of 18 per cent GST
on life and health insurance
premiums. 
Replying to a written query
on the GST in the Lok Sabha,
Chaudhary said that certain
insurance schemes catering to
poor sections of the society
and differently-abled, such as
Rashtriya Swasthya Bima
Yojana (RSBY), Universal
Health Insurance Scheme, Jan
Arogya Bima Policy and
Niramaya Health Insurance
Scheme are exempt from GST.
In 2023-24, the GST
collection from health
insurance premium stood at
� 8,262.94 crore, while

�1,484.36 crore was collected
on account of GST on health
reinsurance premium. In the
2022-23 fiscal, � 7,638 crore
GST was mopped up from
health insurance premium,
and another � 963 crore from
health reinsurance premium.
In the 2021-22 financial year,
GST of � 5,354 crore was
mobilised from health
insurance premium, while Rs
826 crore came in from health
reinsurance premium.  
In reply to a separate
question, Chaudhary said,
“After the introduction of
GST with effect from July 1,
2017, GST is leviable on life
insurance and health
insurance services.”
To a question on whether
there is a demand from the
industry for withdrawal of
service tax, Chaudhary said,
“Representations have been
received requesting for

exemption or reduction in the
rate of GST on life insurance
and health insurance.” 
GST rates and exemptions are
prescribed on the
recommendations of the GST
Council, which is a
constitutional body
comprising representatives
from both the Centre and the
States/UTs, he added.
In Rajya Sabha, senior TMC
Leader Derek O’Brien had
raised the issue, seeking
reduction of 18 per cent GST
on health insurance policies
as high tax rate is burdening
people, especially the middle
class. 
Raising the issue during Zero
Hour in Rajya Sabha, he also
referred to a letter written to
the Finance Minister by
senior BJP Leader and Union
Minister Gadkari making
similar demands.  
“The demand is

straightforward. Reduce 18
per cent GST on medical and
health insurance. 
We should reduce it because
this is an issue which is
burdening people, mainly the
middle class. That’s why it
needs to be reduced,” said
Derek.
Further, he said there is an
imbalance in the insurance
sector, where 75 per cent is
life insurance policies, and 25
per cent medical insurance.
Derek said the West Bengal
chief minister has written to
the finance minister in this
regard and many Opposition
MPs have also raised the
issue. Derek also rejected the
argument given by the
Government that the GST
Council can only change this.
“This is a flawed argument,”
he said, adding that the NDA
has a majority in the council
also.
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There was complete clarity in
my mind that taking the

public in Jammu and Kashmir
into confidence was absolute-
ly essential for the execution of
the decision,” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi says about his
government’s decision to abro-
gate Article 370 in Jammu and
Kashmir.
The Prime Minister’s remarks
come in the foreword of a new
book titled “370: Undoing the
Unjust, A New Future for
J&K”. 
“We wanted the decision,
whenever it would be taken,
to happen with concurrence
of the people rather than
imposition,” he writes in the
book, researched and written
by non-profit organisation
BlueKraft Digital Foundation
and published under the
Penguin Enterprise imprint.
The book mentions in detail
how Modi managed to
achieve the goal that he set
out for himself.
The publishers said the book,
which is scheduled to release
this month, “chronicles, what
is inarguably the greatest
constitutional feat in India’s
history and tells the inside
story of how Prime Minister
Modi managed the seemingly
impossible”. 
It “delves into multiple
blunders at the time of
Independence that
culminated into the unjust
regimen of Article 370. 
It discusses the social,
political and economic
ramifications of Article 370
since its inception in 1949”, a
statement by Penguin said on
Monday, which marks five
years of revocation of Article
370.
“It sheds light on the
historical reluctance to
challenge this provision and
the eventual paradigm shift
brought about by its
abrogation in 2019...,” it said. 
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The Supreme Court on
Monday took suo motu

cognisance of the deaths of
three IAS aspirants due to
flooding in the basement of
RAU’s IAS Study Circle in Old
Rajinder Nagar, issuing a notice
to the Centre and Delhi
Government, to examine if
safety norms are being fol-
lowed. 
The Court said coaching
centres have become “death
chambers” and are playing
with the lives of students.
“The incident was an eye-
opener for all,” it added.
A bench of Justices Surya
Kant and Ujjal Bhuyan was
hearing an appeal by the
Coaching Federation of India
challenging directions of the
Delhi High Court regarding
the proliferation of coaching
institutes in Mukherjee
Nagar. The bench said it was
not sure as to what effective
steps regarding safety had
been taken by the
Government of the National
Capital Territory of Delhi or
the Central Government.
“The recent unfortunate
incidents taking away lives of
some of the young ones who
joined coaching centres for
their career pursuits are eye
openers for one and all. 
We therefore deem it
appropriate to expand the
scope of these proceedings as
suo motu to issue notice to
Union of India (through
Ministry of Urban Affairs)
and NCT of Delhi to show
cause as to what safety norms
have been prescribed so far
and if so what is the effective
mechanism introduced for

their compliance,” the court
said in its order.
“This is horrible what we are
reading. 
If need be, we will even close
down these coaching centres.
For the time being, the
coaching should go online,
unless there is meticulous
compliance of building
regulations and other safety
norms.”These places
(coaching centres) have
become death chambers.
Coaching centres are playing
with the lives of these
aspirants who have come
from different parts of the
country with dreams and are
working hard,” the bench said.
Such institutes must be made
to operate via online classes
until there is full compliance
with the safety norms under
the Master Plan of Delhi, 2021
read with Unified Building
Bye Laws of Delhi, 2016, the
Court suggested. “All

coaching institutes and
centres of Delhi are required
to comply with the fire and
safety norms under the
Master Plan of Delhi, 2021
read with Unified Building
Bye Laws of Delhi, 2016.
Coaching institutes can
operate online unless there is
full compliance of the safety
norms and basic norms for
dignified life of young ones
studying there. 
Such norms must include
proper ventilation, safety
passages, air and light,” the
Court said.
The top court took
cognisance of the matter
while hearing a petition filed
by an association of coaching
centres challenging a
December 2023 Delhi High
Court order which had
directed the city’s fire services
and the civic body to inspect
all coaching centres here to
ascertain if they are

complying with the fire safety
norms. 
Terming the plea frivolous,
the apex court dismissed the
appeal while imposing a cost
of Rs 1 lakh on the association
and said no coaching centre
should be allowed to operate
unless there is compliance
with fire safety norms and
other requirements.
“It is very inappropriate time
when this has come up....This
is a state of affairs where a lot
of young ones coming from
places across the country to
Delhi have lost their lives. 
On this plea by Coaching
Federation, we are imposing
one Lakh cost to be deposited
with the Supreme Court Bar
Association and Supreme
Court Advocates-on-Record
Association,” the Court
directed. 
On Friday, the High Court
transferred the probe into the
deaths of the three students
from Delhi Police to the
Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) “to ensure
the public has no doubt over
the investigation”.
Seven people, including Rau’s
IAS Study Circle CEO
Abhishek Gupta and
coordinator Deshpal Singh,
have been arrested in the
death of three IAS aspirant
due to flooding in the
basement of RAU’s IAS Study
Circle in Old Rajinder Nagar.
The three who died were
Shreya Yadav (25) of Uttar
Pradesh, Tanya Soni (25)
from Telangana and Nevin
Delvin (24) from Kerala.
Students enrolled in various
coaching institutes have been
protesting since the incident,
demanding improved safety
measures at coaching centres.
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Germany joins
Tarang Shakti
multilateral air
exercise
$�(�������+�������&���
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Ahead of the air exercise
‘Tarang Shakti’,

Ambassador of Germany
Philipp Ackermann Monday
said this is the first time that the
German Air Force is exercising
together with the Indian Air
Force, and this extensive exer-
cise “deepens our security and
political ties” with India.
The first phase of ‘Tarang
Shakti’ -- the largest
multilateral air exercise in the
country -- is set to be held at
Sulur in Tamil Nadu from
August 6-14. It will see
participation of four
countries -- Germany, France,
Spain and the UK -- with
their assets.”This is the first
time that the German Air
Force is exercising together
with the Indian Air Force, and
it is also the first time that it
flies in India -- a truly historic
moment. This extensive
multilateral exercise deepens
our security and political ties
with India and the region. We
are working on a security and
defence partnership between
our countries,” Ackermann
was quoted as saying in a
statement issued by the
German Embassy.
The IAF on July 31 had
announced that 51 countries
were invited to take part in
the mega exercise, with
officials saying that nearly 30
of them would be taking part
in it. IAF’s LCA Tejas, Mirage
2000, and Rafale are to take
part in the exercise.Rafale
from France, Typhoon from
Germany, F-18 from Australia
and F-16 from Greece, among
others, would also be
participating in the two-phase
exercise.”Tarang Shakti is our
first exercise with the Indian
Air Force in India. We have
been working on this for a
long time with our Indian
partners and now the time
has come.” 

SC issues notice to Centre, Delhi
Govt over IAS aspirants deaths
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Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah on

Monday said that the
Congress government led by
him is ready to fight legally
and politically, in case
Governor Thaawarchand
Gehlot rejects the Cabinet's
advice to withdraw the
"show-cause notice" to him
in connection with the
Mysuru Urban Development
Authority (MUDA) site
allotment 'scam', and grants
permission for prosecution.
Speaking to reporters here,
he said, "We have said that
the show-cause notice has to
be withdrawn. Also, we have
asked for the petition by T J
Abraham (activist) seeking
permission for prosecution
to be rejected. Let's see what
decision the Governor takes.
He has not made a decision
yet."
"We are ready to fight
legally...Both legally and
politically we will fight," he
said.
Based on a petition filed by

advocate-activist T J
Abraham, the Governor had
issued a "show-cause notice"
on July 26 directing the chief
minister to submit his reply
to the allegations against him
within seven days, as to why
permission for prosecution
should not be granted against
him.
The Karnataka government
on Thursday "strongly
advised" the Governor to
withdraw his "show-cause

notice" to the chief minister,
and alleged "gross misuse of
the Constitutional Office' of
the Governor.
The council of Ministers
after their meeting, had said
a concerted effort is being
made to destabilise a lawfully
elected majority government
in Karnataka for political
considerations.
Earlier today, in Bengaluru,
Home Minister G
Parameshwara expressed

hope that the Governor will
not reject the Cabinet's
advice to withdraw his
"show-cause notice" to the
chief minister.
He said, in case the Governor
rejects the Cabinet's advice
and grants permission for
prosecution against the CM,
the Congress government
will fight it legally.
"As a Cabinet we have
advised the Governor to
withdraw his show-cause
notice and to reject the
petition seeking
Siddaramaiah's prosecution
by activist T J Abraham. I'm
hopeful and don't feel that
the Governor will do it
(sanction prosecution),
despite the Cabinet's advice
along with facts,"
Parameshwara said.
"He (the Governor) might
have some powers, but I
don't feel that he will reject
the advice of the Cabinet so
easily. In case he still goes
ahead and gives permission
for prosecution, we will fight
legally," the Home Minister
told reporters.

Ready to fight legally and politically on Guv's
possible nod for prosecution: Karnataka CM $���� ."4"-"��@3%("�"A

Asenior Army officer who
coordinated the rescue

efforts in landslide-ravaged
Wayanad in Kerala, has said
that the operation was the
largest he had been part of
since the devastating 1999
Odisha cyclone.
In a statement on Monday, the
Wayanad district authorities
said that Major General V T
Mathew, who led the rescue
operations in Chooralmala
and Mundakkai areas, has
returned to the Kerala-
Karnataka Headquarters in
Bengaluru after making the
path for rescue of hundreds of
people affected by July 30
disaster.
District Collector D R
Meghashree bid farewell to
the Major General, expressing
the state's gratitude and
respect.
According to the statement,
Mathew, the General Officer
Commanding of Kerala-
Karnataka, said despite the
challenging weather
conditions and unfamiliar
terrain, he was extremely
satisfied that the force was

able to rescue more people
and ensure the massive rescue
operation was successful.
"Initially, the rescue
operations were carried out,
risking lives," Mathew is
quoted as saying in the
statement issued by the
district administration.
He also said that this is the
largest rescue operation he
has been a part of since the
1999 Odisha cyclone disaster,
indicating the magnitude of

the Wayanad disaster, the
statement said.

Expressing deep
sorrow over the loss of lives,
including those of children,
the elderly, women, and
youth, he said that all the
army personnel share the
grief of the families of the
deceased, it added.
Rescue operations were
swiftly launched by various
forces, including police, fire
services, and the National

Disaster Response Force
(NDRF), following landslides
in Chooralmala and
Mundakkai areas on July 30.

The Army joined
the efforts at 12.30 pm on July
30 and managed to rescue
several people in the initial
stages of the operation, the
statement said.
Major General Mathew
arrived and took charge of the
rescue mission on July 31. 

The team of over
500 personnel included
experts from the Madras
Engineering Group, who were
skilled in building Bailey
bridges. 
On the first day itself, around
300 people were rescued from
the disaster site.

Hailing from
Kerala, Mathew has served as
a Commanding Officer on
the border areas. 
He has been awarded the
President's War Service
Medal in 2021 and the
President's Ati Vishisht Seva
Medal in 2023. He has also
served for two years as part of
the UN peacekeeping force in
African countries Sudan and
Congo. 
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More than 130 people
were airlifted to safety as

rescue operations on the
damaged Kedarnath yatra
route entered its fifth day on
Monday.
Air rescue operations gained
momentum with the weather
clearing in Kedar Valley and
the Indian Air Force's (IAF)
Chinook and MI17
helicopters aiding in the
evacuation of pilgrims, earlier
being carried out largely by
small helicopters, officials
said.
Till 9 am, 133 people were
evacuated to safety outside
Kedarnath Dham, they said.
State Disaster Response Force
(SDRF), National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) and
other rescue teams sent 100
other people from Kedarnath
Dham to Lincholi from where
they will be airlifted to Shersi
helipad.
Disaster management and
rehabilitation secretary Vinod
Kumar Suman on Sunday said
that 10,374 people had been
rescued from various stops on
the yatra route such as
Kedarnath, Lincholi,
Bhimbali and Gaurikund.

Only 350 pilgrims were left in
Kedarnath and 50 in Lincholi,
he had said.
Dense cloud cover in
Kedarnath and surrounding
areas had hampered air
operations on Sunday as the
IAF's Chinook helicopter
could not make even a single
sortie. Only 60 people were
evacuated by three sorties
made by the MI17 helicopter,
Suman had said. Apart from
some pilgrims, only priests,
shopkeepers, horse and
palanquin operators are now

left in Kedarnath and
Gaurikund and, if they want
to come, they will also be
evacuated, he had said.
Adequate arrangements for
food, water and
accommodation have been
made for those evacuated in
Sonprayag, Shersi, Chaumasi,
Chardham helipad and
Kedarnath helipad, the
official said on Sunday.
Due to heavy rainfall and a
cloudburst on July 31, the
Kedarnath trek route was
washed away at many places,

including Lincholi, Bhimbali,
Ghorapadav and Rambada,
while the path was damaged
at other places due to
landslides.
This resulted in the devotees
being stranded in many
places.
Meanwhile, the Army has
started the construction of a
footbridge on the Sonprayag-
Gaurikund road on the
Kedarnath national highway
that was washed away.
The Army has also installed a
trolley for the movement of

the differently-abled, sick and
the elderly in Sonprayag.
It has deployed two sniffer
dogs in the search and rescue
operations. The operation
from Lincholi to Rambada
has been completed and no
victim was found.
NDRF teams are continuously
conducting search operations
in the forests and around the
Mandakini river.
The officials believe that
many people might have
moved towards the forests
due to fear of the rain.
Sniffer dogs have been
deployed to search for them.
Chief Minister Pushkar Singh
Dhami, who is personally
monitoring the search and
rescue, appreciated the
participation of locals in the
operations. 
In a post on social media, he
called it "Devbhoomi's
culture" of "Atithi Devo
Bhava".
Mentioning many by name,
he said, "The administration
is getting full cooperation of
local people in the rescue
operations going on in the
Kedarnath area."
Expressing his gratitude to
the locals, he said, "Your
tireless efforts prevented
major damage by heavy rain." 
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Heavy rains battered
Navsari and Valsad

districts in south Gujarat,
sending rivers in spate and
prompting the evacuation of
more than 1,000 people from
water-logged low-lying areas
on Monday.
Khergam taluka in Navsari
district received 229 mm of
rainfall in 24 hours up to 6
AM on Monday while 12
talukas in Dangs and Tapi
districts in South Gujarat
received more than 100 mm
of rainfall during this period,
State Emergency Operation
Centre (SEOC) data showed.
Aurang River in Valsad
taluka crossed the danger
mark amid incessant rainfall
in the upstream areas. Flood
waters of the Kaveri and
Ambika rivers in
neighbouring Navsari
district inundated low-lying
areas.
Approximately 1,000 people
were shifted to safety in
Gandevi taluka in Navsari

district after heavy rainfall
triggered a flood in Ambika
and Kaveri rivers on Sunday.
Seven labourers stranded in a
flooded pond were rescued
by National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF)
personnel on Sunday, Valsad
district administration
stated.
"Around 162 people were
relocated and shifted to
shelter homes from low-lying
areas in Valsad city. 
A man was swept away in
flood water in Dharampur
taluka of the district," said
incharge collector 
AR Jha.
Gandevi MLA Naresh Patel
said at least 1,000 people
were relocated to safety in
the area in Navsari district.
"An elderly man was swept
away in the flood and effort
is underway to recover his
body," Patel said.
Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel spoke with collectors of
Navsari and Valsad districts,
directing them to shift
residents of low-lying areas

to safer places and prevent
loss of life and property due
to rain.
Khergam taluka in Navsari
district was pounded by 229
mm rainfall in 24 hours
ending 6 AM on Monday,
followed by 185 mm and 180
mm rainfall in Dharampur
and Valsad talukas,
respectively. 
At least 12 talukas, including
the Dangs and Tapi districts
in south Gujarat, received

more than 100 mm of
rainfall, according to SEOC.
With the recent wet spell,
Gujarat has recorded more
than 67 per cent of the total
average rainfall of the
monsoon season so far.
Kutch zone received the
highest rainfall of 86 per cent
in the state, followed by the
south Gujarat region, and
Saurashtra zone with 81 per
cent and 77 per cent of
rainfall, respectively.

Comparatively, north and
east-central Gujarat recorded
around 50 per cent of the
cumulative average rainfall of
the season so far, the SEOC
stated.
With upstream areas
receiving heavy rains, the
water storage in the Sardar
Sarovar Dam in Narmada
district crossed 60 per cent of
its storage capacity at
2,04,901 million cubic feet
(mcft).
The water storage in another
206 reservoirs across Gujarat
reached 3,25,972 mcft at
58.19 per cent of their total
storage capacity, while 47
reservoirs are brimming. Ten
other reservoirs are 90 to 100
per cent full, raising a high
alert, the state Water
Resources Department said.
A total of 13 reservoirs in
south Gujarat region are
70.32 per cent full.

The water storage in 141
reservoirs in Saurashtra
region increased to 52.68 per
cent. In Kutch, 20 reservoirs
are 52.15 per cent full. 
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Puducherry Chief Minister
N Rangasamy on Monday

reiterated the plea for
statehood and hoped that the
Centre would concede it.
Wrapping up the two-day
debate on a motion of thanks
to the Lieutenant Governor's
address to the territorial
Assembly, the chief minister
said that, in the present,
Constitutional status of

Puducherry being a union
territory, "an elected
government has limited
powers. "We face several
hurdles in implementing the
decisions taken for the
promotion of the wellbeing of
the people and for the
development of Puducherry."
Rangasamy said that "it is the
unanimous stand of all the
legislators that Puducherry
should become a state so that
decisions of the government

could be implemented fast and
the wellbeing of people would
also be promoted without
delay."
He also suggested that the
Member of Parliament elected
from Puducherry could also
make out a case for grant of
statehood in the Parliament.
Members belonging to the
opposition DMK suggested to
the chief minister taking a
delegation of legislators to
Delhi to meet the higher ups

there to push the demand for
statehood.
On the development path, the
chief minister said that the Lt
Governor's address contained
several progressive policies and
programmes to ensure potable
drinking water, infrastructure
development and also creation
of infrastructure.
Rangasamy said that a
comprehensive plan was
prepared by the administration
to utilise the vast stretch of 750

acres in Karasur and Sedarapet
block for promoting industrial
development. He also said that
all the defunct undertakings of
the Puducherry government
would be revived to ensure
jobs for the unemployed youth.
The Cooperative Sugar mill in
Puducherry would also be
revived through participation
by private players, he said.
The outgoing Lt Governor C P
Radhakrishnan delivered the
customary address on the

opening day of the current
budget session of the House on
July 31.
The Centre has named former
IAS Officer of Gujarat cadre, K
Kailashnathan, as the next Lt
Governor of Puducherry. He
would assume charge on
August 7, official sources said.
Earlier participating in the
debate, members belonging to
the DMK and Congress said
that the address presented by
the Lt Governor "has let down

the people as the address did
not reflect people's
expectations for growth in
Puducherry and also for the
revival of the textile mills."
The DMK and Congress
legislators staged a walk out
during the debate to mark their
protest against Speaker R
Selvam's stand to deny
opportunities to them to air
their views on the policies of
the NDA government at the
Centre towards Puducherry.

3�������9�+?����CD���	���������	��������
����$�����������������$�����	����E��������

$���� /";)�2(�@1)/"(A

At least nine Kanwar Yatra
pilgrims were

electrocuted to death and two
others sustained injuries
when the vehicle they were
travelling in came in contact
with a high-tension overhead
wire in Bihar's Vaishali
district, a senior official said
on Monday. The incident
took place in Sultanpur
village in Industrial police
station area around 11.15 pm
on Sunday.
Officials investigating the
matter said action will be
taken if lapses are found on
anyone's part.
Bihar Chief Minister Nitish
Kumar expressed grief over
the deaths.
A statement issued by the
chief minister's office (CMO)
said, "The CM has expressed
grief over the death of nine
Kanwariyas. The CM has said
that ex-gratia of Rs 4 lakh
each has been provided to the
next of the kin of the
deceased by the authorities
concerned."
"Nine pilgrims (Kanwariyas)
died and two others sustained
injuries when the top portion
of their vehicle touched a
high-tension overhead wire

in Sultanpur village under the
jurisdiction of the Industrial
police station. They were
going to Baba Harihar Nath
Temple in Sonepur to
perform Jalabhishek,"
Vaishali District Magistrate
Yashpal Meena told PTI.
"Preliminary investigation
suggested that the victims did
not take the dedicated route
fixed for the Kanwariyas. 
The two injured persons have
been admitted to a hospital.
Both of them are out of
danger. The bodies have been
sent for post-mortem
examination," he said.
The DM said that the district
administration has
ascertained the identity of the
deceased, who hailed from

Vaishali and adjoining areas,
and ex-gratia of Rs 4 lakh
each have already been
provided to the next of the
kin of the deceased. 
He said the matter is being
investigated.
Rambabu Baitha, Sub-
divisional Officer of Hajipur-
Sadar, had earlier claimed
that three people were
injured in the incident.
During Kanwar Yatra, held in
Shravan, a holy month for
Hindus, pilgrims fetch sacred
water from Ganga and other
sources for pouring them
over lingams in Shiva
temples. They cover long
distances from the water
source to the temple either on
foot or vehicles. 
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The Haryana Cabinet on
Monday gave approval to

the proposal of buying 10
more crops at the minimum
support price. 
This came a day after Chief

Minister Nayab Singh Saini
announced at 'Vijay
Shankhnad' rally in
Kurukshetra that the state
government would buy all
crops at MSP. Besides this, he
had also announced waiving
outstanding canal water
irrigation charges.
These announcements came
ahead of the Haryana
Assembly polls due later this
year.
Addressing the media after
chairing a Cabinet meeting
here on Monday, CM Saini
said the Cabinet has given its
nod to the proposal of buying
crops at the MSP.
The state government is
already buying 14 crops at the
MSP.
Saini said 10 more crops,
including 'ragi', soybean,

'jowar', and 'moong', will be
bought by the Haryana
government at the MSP.
This move will boost crop
diversification, said the chief
minister.
With this, the state
government will buy a total
24 crops in Haryana at the
MSP, he said.
Haryana will become the first
state in the country to buy all
crops at the MSP, said Saini.
Replying to a question, Saini
asked the Punjab government
to buy some crops at the MSP.
He also asked the Congress-
ruled states of Himachal
Pradesh and Karnataka to
purchase crops from farmers

at the MSP.
Saini further said the Cabinet
also gave approval to the
proposal of abolishing 'abiana'
(canal water irrigation
charges).
With effect from April 1,
2024, 'abiana' will not be
charged from farmers, he
said. This move will benefit
farmers to the tune of Rs 54
crore per year, he said.
Notices for collection of
'abiana', which were issued
after April 1, 2024, will be
withdrawn, Saini had said on
Sunday, adding if any farmer
has paid the charges after
April 1, then that amount will
be refunded.
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Iread a beautiful story by
a well-known Indian
author about a middle-

class household. The lady of
the house locks herself in an
earmarked dark room
whenever she feels unloved
and uncared for by her
family. We too retreat to our
inner self, the equivalent of
our dark room, sometimes
in our lives.During a recent
vacation, my wife’s friend
compared me to a beast of
burden. 
The adjective is also often
used by parents admon-
ishing their good-for-noth-
ing sons. The word is prob-
ably also applicable to all
husbands. I sulked till a
couple of hours later, I gave
it back to her. 
This time my wife objected,
forcing me into another
sulk. They had probably
expected a better sense of
humour. I was not amused.
A friendly neighbour
objected to my entrance to
attend a meeting in a rather
loud stage whisper for rea-
sons I was unaware of. I was
asked to wait outside. It
turned out that he was
retaliating to an earlier fight
with another neighbour. 
He had probably expected

me to empathise with his
unexpressed anguish. I felt
insulted.Another time, a
neighbour acting as an
observer in society elec-
tions, got up rather aggres-
sively, started shouting at
me, and asked me to get
out, on the grounds of some
rules not mentioned any-
where. 
A couple of hours later, he
came out and shook hands
with me. I tried to mend
fences by putting on my
best smile.  He rudely
turned his face away, telling
anyone who cared to listen,
“He is a writer; he does not
even know the rules.” 
I could not understand the
relationship between a
writer and knowledge of

unwritten rules. Rationally
thinking about the inci-
dent a day later, I thought
he was probably venting his
frustration about inade-
quate writing skills. It was
no consolation.
I faced several unpleasant
events in my professional
life. I took them in my
stride. One such incident
happened within a few
weeks after I had joined my
first working post in the
railways. 
I sat in the senior foreman’s
office after my usual morn-
ing round of the mainte-
nance shed, when I was
interrupted in my discus-
sions by the entry of 30 odd
staff led by a union leader.
Listening to the problems,
I was startled by the land-
ing of an earthenware
teacup on the table. 
They were trying to gauge
my reaction. I took it as a
management challenge, not
an insult.I witnessed a cat-
fight between two young
ladies in an upmarket shop
in Delhi. One lady had
tried to get ahead of the
other at  the payment
counter. 
I  was relieved that it
remained a verbal duel,

rather than turning into a
fisticuff. In another inci-
dent, a mother trying to
help her teenage son choose
clothes was rudely snubbed
by the latter, “Do not talk
like a fool.” The mother had
tears in her eyes as she sur-
reptitiously looked around,
and then fussed some more
over her child. I too looked
the other way, embarrassed
at the rude snub in public to
a mother’s affection.
There are many such inci-
dents that we face in our
lives. We take a few more
seriously than the others,
while others we shrug off.
The line between a per-
ceived insult and rational
logic is often blurred. 
It is easy to cross this line
without even realising it.It
may save a visit to the inner
dark room, if we do not
react, but pause, reflect,
and remember the Greek
philosopher, Epictetus, “It is
not he who reviles or strikes
you who insults you, but
your opinion that these
things are insulting.”
(The author is an electrical

engineer with the Indian
Railways and conducts

classes in creative writing;
views are personal)
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prowess that  even saved penalties to see
India remain in contention for a medal.
This achievement has added yet another
feather in the cap of Indian hockey since
the 1972 Munich Olympics that India
reached the semifinals in back to back
games, followed the bronze medal in
Tokyo. 
The English team could not penetrate the
Great wall of India as Indian players fought
like warriors throughout the match and
took it to  the penalties.  It seems that the
golden era of Indian hockey is returning
. No matter what the outcome of the forth
coming matches, but one positive is the
world class  overall performance and team
coordination , cooperation , fighting spir-
it until the last,  hard work has really won
hearts of millions. 

Vijay Singh Adhikari | Nainital
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Madam —A bulletin issued by the World
Health Organization explores the increas-
ing smoking among women and its health
effects on children or unborn babies.  A
shocking reality has come to light.

Children's lungs are affected by women
who smoke. Also, such children have weak
immune system and children suffering
from diseases like asthma are struggling
with lung related diseases throughout their
life. In adolescence and old age, such chil-
dren's immunity decreases. It has been
found.
Women are also suffering from various
lung diseases due to the addiction of v-cig-
arettes and e-cigarettes.  The major disease
in these patients is asthma.  It has been
observed significantly. Also, children in
such households are constantly sick due
to various reasons. Increasing smoking
among women affects the infant and chil-
dren born with smaller lungs and weak
immune system. It has been found that
India has  Also, the warning given by the
World Health Organization must be taken
seriously. The problem of babies born with
small lungs due to smoking is a big chal-
lenge.

Dattaprasad Shirodkar | Mumbai
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Madam — Apropos “Modi reaffirms
India’s role as Vishwa Bandhu, Aug 4.
According to him, Inda has become a food
surplus country and second largest pro-
ducer of foodgrains, fruits and vegetables
etc. But the high prices of cereals, pulses,
edible oils, vegetables and fruits etc. has
indeed impacted households across the
country and made them beyond afford-
ability of many. 
According to the Economic Times, since
November 2023, food inflation in the
country has persisted at around 8% year-
on-year. The Opposition too raises repeat-
edly about high food inflation. Percapita
consumption of pulses, fruits and vegeta-
bles in India are one of the lowest in the
world. Low consumption of them affects
overall health, leading to deficiencies in vit-
amins, minerals, and antioxidants and
accordingly Indians are deficient in them,
particularly in children it is a grave con-
cern. Vegetarianism is a major dietary
choice in India, therefore, plant-based food
must be available at affordable prices in
adequate quantities for a healthy nation.

O Prasada Rao| Hyderabad
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Madam—Who could have asked for more
intriguing and a close contest  in Sunday
that added yet another unforgettable
moment  to India’s hockey history that
snatched victory  from the jaws of defeat
that once loomed large. 
After  surprising world class Australia in
a span of 52 years , India  continued their
winning streak by defeating England 4 2
in a nail biting finish in Olympics Hockey
that kept millions of fans glued to their t.v.
sets. With this resounding win , India
enter into the semi finals. 
The national game of India Hockey is
again in the limelight as India produced
a real fitting spirit especially at a critic
moment when the odds  are stacked
against them as they were reduced to 10
. This also could not dampened  their spir-
it as Veteran Goalkeeper P.R  Sreejesh
saved one goal after  to showcase her
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tion of Ismail Haniyeh and
termed it a violation of the
entire international rule of
law. The act is a grave viola-
tion of Iran’s sovereignty and
the supposed security bubble
of the Iranian capital. This is
likely to have far-reaching
consequences in the short
and the long term. Haniyeh,
normally based in Qatar, had
been the face of internation-
al diplomacy for Hamas. He
had been an important part
of internationally brokered
indirect talks on reaching a
ceasefire in the Palestinian
enclave. This killing appears
to set back chances of any
imminent ceasefire agree-
ment in the 10-month-old
war in Gaza and Lebanon. 
Vowing to retaliate, Iran
declared three days of nation-
al mourning. Iran has blamed
the U.S. for providing Israel
with the missiles that have
been fired, and hence holding
it directly responsible. The US
itself has accepted that the
risk of escalation is certainly
up right now. 
The killing of Haniyeh has
made the task of de-escala-
tion, deterrence and dissua-
sion towards war, which is the
goal of the UN and the inter-
national community, much
more complicated. It has
given a reason for those who
want things to escalate on

both sides to scuttle chances
of peace and also provided
them with the fodder to fuel
further attacks on each other
with impunity. 
The immediate consequences
of this escalation, Netanyahu
will get support from the far
right in Israel and he may
push for attacks deeper into
Lebanon. Hezbollah will find
legitimacy in taking on any
possible target in Israel, civil
or military. Iran would find it
convenient to directly use
some of its missiles against
Israel and the yardstick to
judge its effectiveness would
be the number of civilians
killed. The Houthis will attack
commercial ships in the Red
Sea even more, leading to loss
of business and livelihood
across the world. Palestinians
would cry on the streets for
lack of food and medicine
even more, but like always
would only get lip service. 
Oil prices will go up and
some people will make even
more money. 
More arms would be sold and
better technology would be
used to kill more people in
less time. More and more
areas may become dangerous
even for the media. Schools
and hospitals may be target-
ed even more since all the ter-
rorists are hiding there only.
In the US leaders would keep

blaming each other for the
escalation with each side
doing what is required to be
done to get votes. UN is like-
ly to look even more helpless
in the days to come. 
Apart from this humanity
would be disgraced for it
does not feel ashamed of any
act of inhuman violent behav-
iour anymore. Aircraft carri-
ers from the US will be
deployed to safeguard the
territorial integrity of Israel.
There will be calls for people
to join hands in the name of
religion, and they will, only
humanity will be divided and
more people will die. 
Some people in India may
find this killing of Haniyeh a
great act of bravery, and they
may even ask the political
hierarchy to take lessons or
even replicate this kind of
attack. 
Little do they realise that
Israel has been fighting for
existence, and are not at
peace with themselves, peace
has eluded them since their
existence. However, we as a
country are at peace and no
one can dare challenge our
existence, and hence we
should never think of acting
whimsically. 

(The writer is expert on
geopolitics and international
Affairs. The views expressed

are personal)
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Israel seems to have elimi-
nated Hamas leader
Haniyeh, using an air-
borne guided projectile in
an early morning attack.

Haniyeh was in Iran for the
Iranian president’s swearing-in
ceremony as a state guest and
was staying in one of the resi-
dences for veterans. The events
in the Middle East are shaping
dangerously, the things as they
are turning out to be, it's not out
of the scope of imagination that
soon Iran may be part of a major
regional conflict. 
We have already seen that a con-
frontation between Hezbollah
and Israel is underway in
Lebanon. However, Israel has
still not taken responsibility for
the strike. Israel has been accus-
ing Iran of harbouring Hamas
leaders like Haniyeh and has
openly vowed to kill them. Israel
not taking responsibility for the
attack shows that it does not
want a direct confirmation with
Iran right now. It remains to be
seen how things play out, there
is also a section in Israel that is
suspicious of Iran's state media’s
claim that Haniyeh has even
been killed. 
Having said that there are little
or no takers of the version that
Israel is not responsible for the
killing of Hamas's political
leader. Palestinian Prime
Minister Mohammad Mustafa
has condemned the assassina-
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Manoj Parashar | Ghaziabad
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While Bangladeshis
may be celebrating
the ouster of Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina after
she was forced to resign and
flee the country on Monday,
her removal is a huge blow to
India. Not only had New
Delhi-Dhaka ties flourished
under her prime minister-
ship but the Awami League
leader had been mindful of
India’s strategic interests. She
had even tried to keep India's
strategic interests in mind
vis-à-vis China while adroit-
ly balancing relations with
both. During her 15 years of
unbroken rule, New Delhi-
Dhaka ties enjoyed both sta-
bility and mutual trust. 
But with the army taking
charge in Bangladesh and an
interim government set to
take over, India has a lot to

worry about. For one, it now
has to deal with a new dis-
pensation after having built
a very comfortable working
relationship with the Sheikh
Hasina government over the
last 15 years. Secondly, it
will also have to contend
with the fact that it is the
army that will be exercising
actual control even with an
interim government in place.
Thirdly, India will be dealing
with an entirely new politi-

cal set-up if and when elec-
tions are held in Bangladesh
to install a new government.
With India having thrown all
its weight behind Sheikh
Hasina, it may be faced with
a huge challenge to build ties
with the Opposition parties.
India could also be in deep
trouble if the pro-Pakistan
Bangladesh National Party
(BNP) returns to power. It
had recently triggered anti-
India sentiments in
Bangladesh by carrying out
an ‘India Out’ campaign
which fortunately fizzled out
early. Opposition parties can
fan the simmering of these
sentiments again, especially
given how closely New Delhi
was identified with her gov-
ernment.
Indeed, for New Delhi, ties
with Dhaka had been a “son-

ali adhayay” (golden chapter)
under Sheikh Hasina who
delivered on New Delhi’s
expectations, while choosing
to downplay India’s inability
to deliver on the important
Teesta waters sharing agree-
ment. But with a new gov-
ernment in power, all this
might change. New Delhi,
therefore, will have to deftly
manoeuvre its way through
a tricky diplomatic situation
now. It has no choice but to
do so given that it has vital
stakes in the stability of
Bangladesh, ranging from
the economic to the strategic,
in a country with which it
shares a 4,096-km long bor-
der. 
It will also be hoped that the
situation in Bangladesh will
stabilise soon, knowing well
that prolonged instability

there can have serious secu-
rity and economic ramifica-
tions for India. For instance,
taking into account New
Delhi’s security concerns,
Sheikh Hasina had cracked
down on northeast insur-
gents sheltering in
Bangladeshi territory early
on in her second stint as PM. 
Her government’s relentless
pursuit of the pro-Pakistan

BNP as well as its ally JeI,
also helped India’s security
interests. Equally worrying
for India has been the rise of
other radical Islamist outfits
like the Hefazat-e-Islam in
Bangladesh, which had
organised anti-India protests
ahead of PM Narendra
Modi’s visit there. 
The over one million
Rohingya refugees who fled
Myanmar and are sheltering
in Bangladesh too have been
a security concern for India.
Already home to a sizable
number of i l legal
Bangladeshi immigrants,
India would also be con-
cerned about a further influx
of refugees seeking to flee
their troubled country. With
five Indian states in the
northeast sharing a border
with Bangladesh, any such

influx could pose a huge
security challenge for the
region.
Additionally, prolonged tur-
moil there could hurt Indian
efforts to boost connectivity
to the NE via Bangladesh
using rail links and the sea
route. India has for long
been seeking alternative
routes to bypass the vulner-
able Siliguri corridor, which
if blocked can cut off land
access to its entire NE. The
push for shorter routes to the
NE via Bangladesh, which
would cut down time and
costs for the movement of
goods, could also receive a
setback.
The quota stir has already hit
bilateral trade after the
movement of trucks was
stalled at the land ports.
While cross-border trade

has now resumed, there have
been huge economic losses
on either side. Prolonged
turmoil can only worsen
trading ties between the two
countries. Bangladesh is
India’s biggest trading part-
ner in South Asia. In FY
2022-23, the bilateral trade
was $15.9 billion, though it
remains heavily skewed in
favour of India. A lot is at
stake for India as its close
neighbour witnesses some
tectonic changes in its gov-
ernance and political land-
scape. It means it will have to
put in all its diplomatic and
political heft into its outreach
to whoever is in charge of the
new dispensation in
Bangladesh.
(The writer is a senior New
Delhi-based journalist writ-

ing on foreign affairs)
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the world grapples with evolving
geopolitical threats, Japan has
announced a significant shift in
its defence policy. 
The government has decided to
allocate 2% of its GDP to defence
spending, marking a departure
from its longstanding pacifist
stance. This decision, driven by
perceived threats from North
Korea and China, positions Japan
as the second-largest arms
importer globally, following Saudi
Arabia.
Japan's new national security
strategy is a response to the
growing tensions in the region.
North Korea has already conduct-
ed missile tests capable of reach-
ing Japanese territory, while
China's increasing assertiveness
in the South China Sea and its
broader regional ambitions have
raised alarms in Tokyo. 
These developments have
prompted Japan to reconsider its
post-World War II defence pos-
ture. Former Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe, a staunch advocate
for revising Japan's pacifist con-
stitution, argued that the nation
must strengthen its military capa-
bilities to counter regional
threats. Although Abe's tenure
saw some legislative changes
allowing for a modest self-
defence force, widespread public
opposition prevented a complete
overhaul of Article 9.
Nonetheless, Abe's vision of a
robust Japanese military contin-
ues to influence current policies. 
Current Prime Minister Fumio
Kishida, with the backing of both
the House of Councillors and the
House of Representatives, has
pressed forward with this new
defence agenda. However, public

sentiment remains largely against
these changes. According to a
Kyodo News Agency survey, 80%
of the population opposes the
government's constitutional
amendment efforts, reflecting a
deep-rooted commitment to
pacifism among the Japanese
people. 
The decision to shift defence
policies on the anniversary of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki is par-
ticularly poignant. The memories
of the atomic bombings serve as
a stark reminder of the horrors of
war and the importance of peace.
The destruction of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki was not just a mil-
itary strategy but also an unprece-
dented human tragedy. The
bombings, justified by the U.S. as
necessary to end the war, were, in
reality, cruel scientific experi-
ments that unleashed untold suf-
fering and long-term conse-
quences.
The atomic bombings forced
Japan to adopt a peace-oriented
constitution, promoting disar-
mament and dialogue over con-
flict. Article 9 has been a symbol
of hope and a testament to Japan's
commitment to ensuring that
such devastation never occurs
again. 
The policy shift, therefore, rais-
es important questions about the
future of pacifism in Japan and its
role in international peace and
security. As Japan increases its
defence budget and modernizes
its military capabilities, it steps
into a complex and competitive
arms race. 
The nation that once stood as a
beacon of pacifism now finds
itself at a crossroads, balancing its
historical commitment to peace

with the pressing need to address
contemporary security chal-
lenges. The legacy of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki endures, reminding
the world of the catastrophic
consequences of war and the
enduring value of peace. 
As Japan navigates this new
defence trajectory, it must recon-
cile its past with its present,
ensuring that the principles of
peace and humanity remain at the
forefront of its national identity. 
In the shadow of Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, Japan's defence policy
evolution marks a significant
chapter in its history. The world
watches closely as Japan seeks to
uphold its commitment to peace
while safeguarding its future in an
increasingly uncertain global
landscape.
The devastating bombings
marked a turning point in World
War II,  leading to Japan's surren-
der and the end of the conflict.
These tragic events imprinted a
commitment to pacifism in
Japan's national consciousness,
enshrined in its post-war consti-
tution. 
However, with rising geopolitical
threats from North Korea's mis-
sile tests and China's regional
ambitions, Japan has no choice
but to reconsider its pacifist
stance and increase its defence
spending, sparking a national
debate on the future of its long-
held commitment to peace.

(The writer is an asssociate 
professor Centre 

For South Asian Studies, 
School of International 

Studies & Social Sciences
Pondicherry 

Central University; 
views are personal)

As the world commemorates
the 79th anniversary of the
atomic bombings of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki, a
profound moment of reflec-

tion intersects with a pivotal shift in
Japan's defence policy. 
On August 6 and 9, 1945, the cities of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki in Japan were
devastated by atomic bombs dropped by
the United States, marking a pivotal
moment in World War II and the histo-
ry of warfare. The bombings resulted in
the immediate deaths of tens of thou-
sands of people, with the total number
of casualties, including those from radi-
ation sickness and injuries, rising to over
200,000. Hiroshima, targeted first, saw
the "Little Boy" bomb obliterate much of
the city, while Nagasaki was struck by the
"Fat Man" bomb three days later. 
The immense destruction and loss of life
precipitated Japan's surrender on August
15, 1945, effectively ending World War
II. These events also ushered in the
nuclear age, highlighting the devastating
power of atomic weapons and sparking
global debates on nuclear ethics, warfare,
and disarmament. The bombings remain
a somber reminder of the catastrophic
consequences of nuclear conflict and the
importance of striving for peace and
international cooperation.
The devastation, which claimed the lives
of  civilians, imprinted an indelible
mark on the nation's collective conscious-
ness and laid the foundation for its paci-
fist constitution. In the aftermath of these
horrific events, Japan adopted a policy of
defensive neutrality, enshrined in Article
9 of its constitution, renouncing war and
prohibiting the maintenance of armed
forces for combat. 
This commitment to pacifism became a
cornerstone of Japan's identity, earning
it a place of respect in the global com-
munity and even frequent nominations
for the Nobel Peace Prize. However, as
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North Korea marked the
delivery of 250 nuclear-

capable missile launchers to
frontline military units at a cer-
emony where leader Kim Jong
Un called for a ceaseless expan-
sion of his military’s nuclear
program to counter perceived
US threats, state media said on
Monday.
Concerns about Kim’s nuclear
program have grown as he has
demonstrated an intent to
deploy battlefield nuclear
weapons along the North’s
border with South Korea and
authorised his military to
respond with preemptive
nuclear strikes if it perceives
the leadership as under threat.
North Korea’s official Korean
Central News Agency said the
launchers were freshly pro-
duced by the county’s muni-
tions factories and designed to
fire “tactical” ballistic missiles,
a term that describes systems
capable of delivering lower-
yield nuclear weapons.
Kim said at Sunday’s event in
Pyongyang the new launchers
would give his frontline units
“overwhelming” firepower
over South and make the oper-
ation of tactical nuclear
weapons more practical and
efficient. State media photos
showed lines of army-green
launcher trucks packing a large
street with seemingly thou-
sands of spectators attending
the event, which included fire-
works.
North Korea has been expand-
ing its lineup of mobile short-

range weapons designed to
overwhelm missile defences
in South Korea, while also
pursuing intercontinental bal-
listic missiles designed to reach
the US mainland.
Kim’s intensifying weapons
tests and threats are widely
seen as an attempt at pressur-
ing the United States to accept
the idea of North Korea as a
nuclear power and to end US-
led sanctions imposed on
North Korea over its nuclear
program. North Korea also
could seek to dial up tensions
in a US election year, experts
say. Kim lately has used Russia’s
war on Ukraine as a distraction
to further accelerate his
weapons development. In

response, the United States,
South Korea and Japan have
been expanding their com-
bined military exercises and
sharpening their nuclear deter-
rence strategies built around
strategic US military assets.
In his speech at Sunday’s event,
Kim called for his country to
brace for a prolonged con-
frontation with the United
States and urged a relentless
expansion of military strength.
He justified his military
buildup as a counter to the
“increasingly savage” military
cooperation between the
United States and its regional
allies, which he claimed are
now showing the characteris-
tics of a “nuclear-based mili-

tary bloc.”
“It would be our choice to
either pursue dialogue or con-
frontation, but our lesson and
conclusion from the past 30
years … is that confrontation
is what we should be pre-
pared more thoroughly for,”
said Kim.
“The United States we are fac-
ing is not just an administra-
tion that comes and goes after
a few years, but a hostile nation
that our children and grand-
children will be dealing for
generations to come and that
also illustrates the necessity to
continuously improve our self-
defense capabilities.”
Kim also said the decision to
hold the weapons ceremony
while the country was trying to
recover from disastrous flood-
ing showed its determination
to “push ahead with the
strengthening of our national
defense capabilities force with-
out stagnation under any cir-
cumstances.”
The floods in late July sub-
merged thousands of homes
and huge swaths of farmland in
regions near the border with
China. 
Russia has offered flood aid to
North Korea, in another sign
of expanding relations between
the two nations. Kim has made
Russia his priority in recent
months as he pushes a foreign
policy aimed at expanding
relations with countries con-
fronting Washington, embrac-
ing the idea of a “new Cold
War” and trying to display a
united front in Putin’s broad-
er conflicts with the West.
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The Lebanese militant group
Hezbollah said it launched

a drone attack early Monday on
northern Israel that the Israeli
military said wounded two
Israeli troops and set off a fire.
The violence came as fears of
an all-out regional war mount
following the killings last week
of a senior Hezbollah comman-
der in Lebanon and Hamas’ top
political leader in Iran.
The Iranian-backed Hezbollah
said in a statement it targeted
a military base in northern
Israel in response to “attacks
and assassinations” carried out
by Israel in several villages in
south Lebanon.
The attack did not appear to be
part of a more intense retalia-
tion expected in response to the
killing of Hezbollah comman-
der Fouad Shukur in Beirut last
week.
Israel and Hezbollah have
exchanged near-daily strikes for
the past 10 months against the
backdrop of the war in Gaza,
but they have previously kept
the conflict at a low level that

had not escalated into full-on
war.
Last week’s assassinations of
Hamas political leader Ismail
Haniyeh in Iran’s capital,
Tehran, and Hezbollah com-
mander Shukur in Beirut raised
tensions in the region. Israel
has been bracing for a retalia-
tion from Iran and its allied
militias.
Gen. Hossein Salami, the head
of Iran’s paramilitary
Revolutionary Guard, threat-
ened Israel on Monday over the
assassination of Haniyeh, warn-
ing that Israel was “digging its
own grave” with its actions in
its war against Hamas.
“They will see the result of their
mistake. They will see when,
how and where they will get
their response,” Salami said in
a speech.
Israel returns more than 80
bodies to the Gaza Strip,
Palestinian official says: A
Palestinian official says Israel
has returned more than 80
bodies to the Gaza Strip.
The identities of the deceased
and the cause of death were not
immediately known.

Over the course of its nearly 10-
month offensive in Gaza, the
military has exhumed remains
as it searches for the bodies of
hostages taken in Hamas’
October 7 attack, which ignit-
ed the war.
Weam Fares, a spokesperson
for the Nasser Hospital in
southern Gaza, says 84 bodies
were handed over at the Kerem
Shalom crossing on Monday
and were taken directly for bur-
ial. The hospital did not pro-
vide further details.
The Israeli military did not
respond to a request for com-
ment.
Associated Press reporters saw
the bodies being brought to a
cemetery in a container truck
belonging to a private compa-
ny. They were buried in a mass
grave.
The International Committee
of the Red Cross said it was not
involved in the transfer.
Meanwhile, The Israeli military
said Palestinian militants fired
at least 15 projectiles into Israel
from Gaza, and first responders
say one person was lightly
wounded.
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Sheikh Hasina, who was elect-
ed for a record fourth con-

secutive term and fifth overall
term this year, was always
admired by her supporters as an
“Iron Lady” before the dramat-
ic development that abruptly
ended her 15-year-rule in
Bangladesh.
Hasina, who provided stability
to the once military-ruled
Bangladesh but at the same
time criticised as an “autocrat-
ic” leader by opponents, was
among the world’s longest-
serving female heads of govern-
ment. The 76-year-old daugh-
ter of Bangladesh founder
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman had
been ruling the strategically
located South Asian nation
since 2009. She was elected for
a record fourth consecutive
term in January in an election
boycotted by the main opposi-
tion party Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) of for-
mer premier Khaleda Zia and
its allies.
Born in erstwhile East Pakistan
(now in Bangladesh) in
September 1947, Hasina

became active in politics while
studying at the University of
Dhaka in the late 1960s. She
served as her father’s political
liaison during his imprison-
ment by the Pakistani govern-
ment.
After Bangladesh gained inde-
pendence from Pakistan in
1971, her father Mujibur
Rahman became the president
and then prime minister of the
country. However, in August
1975, Rahman, his wife and
their three sons were assassinat-
ed in their home by military
officers.
Hasina and her younger sister
Sheikh Rehana survived the
purge as they were abroad.
Hasina, who spent six years in
exile in India, was elected as the
leader of the Awami League, a
party founded by her father.
In 1981, Hasina returned home
and became vocal about
democracy in the country ruled
by the military, which placed
her under house arrest on mul-
tiple occasions.
In the 1991 general elections,
the Hasina-led Awami League
failed to secure a majority. Her
rival Khaleda Zia of the BNP

became prime minister.
Five years later, Hasina was
elected prime minister in the
1996 general elections.
Hasina was voted out of office
in the 2001 elections but
returned to power with a
thumping victory in 2008 polls.
Khaleda Zia-led BNP has been
left in the lurch since then.
Hasina escaped an assassination
bid in 2004 when a grenade
exploded at her rally.
Soon after coming to power in
2009, Hasina set up a tribunal
to try 1971 war crimes cases.
The tribunal convicted some
high-profile members of the
opposition, sparking violent
protests.
Jamaat-e-Islami, an Islamist
party and a key ally of BNP, was
banned from participating in
elections in 2013. BNP chief
Khaleda Zia was sentenced to
17 years in prison on corrup-
tion charges. 
The BNP boycotted the 2014
elections but joined the one in
2018, which party leaders later
said was a mistake, alleging that
the voting was marred with
widespread rigging and intim-
idation. In the 2024 elections,

the BNP and its allies boycotted
the votes, demanding polls
under a non-party caretaker
government. They alleged that
Hasina cannot deliver credible
voting. The polls were fought by
27 political parties, including
the parliamentary opposition

Jatiya Party. The rest were
members of the ruling Awami
League-led coalition, which
experts dubbed as the “satellite
parties.” The BNP’s boycott,
however, raised questions about
the credibility of the polls,
which registered a low turnout.

Six months after the elections,
a massive protest erupted
against her government over a
controversial quota system that
reserved 30 per cent of govern-
ment jobs for relatives of veter-
ans who fought in Bangladesh’s
War of Independence in 1971.

Over 300 protesters were killed
in violence during the protests
that led to her dramatic ouster.
Hasina presided over one of the
world’s fastest-growing
economies and improved living
standards in the South Asian
nation in the past 15 years. The
NEWSNEXTBD.com dubbed
her the “Iron Lady” several
years back and since then it was
used by the Western media to
refer to her.
Her supporters credit Hasina
with humming development
projects and providing stabili-
ty in the country, which has wit-
nessed military rule for years.
Hasina won praise for the han-
dling of the world’s biggest
refugee crisis as over a million
Rohingyas have taken shelter in
Bangladesh after fleeing for
their lives in neighbouring
Myanmar to evade persecution
after a 2017 army crackdown at
their homeland.
Hasina is also credited for skil-
fully negotiating the rival inter-
ests of India and China as
Bangladesh is virtually sand-
wiched between the two Asian
giants. She got the support of
both the big neighbours and

Russia ahead of the elections.
Bangladesh’s per capita income
tripled since Hasina took power
in January 2009 while its gross
domestic product (GDP)
clocked at a growth rate of 7.28
per cent last year.
The country of nearly 170 mil-
lion people has achieved near
self-sufficiency in food produc-
tion and raised average life
expectancy to levels higher
than neighbouring India.
People close to her used to say
that the premier is a “worka-
holic” and she performs the
daily Islamic rituals.
Rising energy and commodity
prices in the wake of the Russia-
Ukraine conflict, however,
forced her government to seek
IMF support amid falling for-
eign reserves.
The workers in Bangladesh’s
main export-earning garment
industry were dissatisfied with
a recent wage hike and lodged
protests in recent years.
Political opponents described
Hasina’s government an “auto-
cratic” and corrupt regime,
while many civil society figures
and rights groups accused it of
rights abuses.
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The Australian government
on Monday elevated the

nation’s terrorism threat alert
level from “possible” to “prob-
able,” citing concerns about
increasing radicalisation
among young people and com-
munity tensions over the Israel-
Hamas war.
It is the first time the threat
level has been elevated to the
midpoint of the five-tier
National Terrorism Threat
Advisory System since
November 2022. The level had
been “probable” the previous
eight years.
But Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese added that while gov-
ernment officials think the
current climate makes terror-
ism an increased danger, they
didn’t know of any specific
threats. “I want to reassure
Australians probable does not
mean inevitable, and it does not
mean there is intelligence about
an imminent threat or danger,”
Albanese told reporters.
He said the government was
acting on the advice of the
Australian Security Intelligence
Organisation, the nation’s main
domestic spy agency known as
ASIO.
“The advice that we’ve received
is that more Australians are
embracing a more diverse
range of extreme ideologies and
it is our responsibility to be vig-
ilant,” Albanese said.
“We’ve seen a global rise in
politically motivated violence
and extremism. Many democ-
racies are working to address
this, including our friends in
the United States and in the
United Kingdom. There are
many things driving this glob-
al trend towards violence.
Governments around the world
are concerned about youth
radicalisation, online radicali-
sation and the rise of new
mixed ideologies.” Australian
authorities last declared a ter-
rorist act in April, when a 16-
year-old boy was accused in the
stabbing of a Sydney bishop
while a church service was
being livestreamed.
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China’s marriage registrations in
2024 were set to register a record

low since 1980, a demographic expert
has warned after the marriage registra-
tions in the first half of this year fell by
4.98 lakhs, heightening the country’s
looming demographic crisis.
The fall in marriage numbers was
expected to add to the declining birth
rates, which have been steadily falling
over the years amid the rapid rise of the
ageing population. 
The latest statistics from China’s
Ministry of Civil Affairs show that 34.3
lakh Chinese couples got married dur-
ing the first half of 2024, a drop of 4.98
lakh couples compared to the same peri-
od from last year, state-run Global
Times reported on Monday. It said that
1.27 million couples also got divorced. 
He Yafu, an independent demograph-
ic expert who tracks marriage registra-
tion data, predicted that based on the
present trend, the annual figure of mar-
riage registrations in 2024 will drop to
a record low since 1980. 
The decline in the number of marriage

registrations since 2014 was attributed
to a decrease in the young population,
the gender imbalance with more men
than women among the marriageable
population, the postponement of the age
of first marriage, high costs of getting
married, and changing attitudes toward
marriage.
He said the continued decline in the
number of marriage registrations in
2024 indicates that the number of
new-borns will go downward again in
2025.
Due to factors such as the decrease in
the young population and low child-
birth intentions, the declining trend in
China’s birth rate, in the long run, will
be difficult to fundamentally change
unless substantial childbirth support
policies are implemented in the future
to address this challenge, the report
quoted him as saying. 
China’s population continued to decline
as the overall population fell by 20.8
lakh last year to 140.97 crore, down
from 141.18 crore in 2022, as India over-
took China to become the most popu-
lous country in the world in 2023,
according to official data released early

this year.  
China’s population reported its first
decline in six decades in 2022 after the
birth rate hit a new low, resulting in
decades of the child policy pursued vig-
orously by the ruling Communist Party
of China (CPC) to control population
growth, with experts predicting a steep-
er decline in the coming years.
Researchers warned that the Chinese

economy, which, in the past significant-
ly benefited from a demographic divi-
dend, will have to tackle challenges
including fewer working-age people,
weaker spending power and a strained
social security system as its population
ages further.
China’s overall population is set to see
a steeper decline in the coming years,
said Professor Peng Xizhe from the
Centre for Population and Development
Policy Studies at Fudan University.
It’s almost certain the population will go
on with negative growth, Peng told the
Hong Kong-based South China
Morning Post early this year.
The demographic crisis was largely
attributed to a decades-old one-child
policy that was scrapped in 2016, after
which China permitted all couples to
have two children.
In 2021, China passed a revised
Population and Family Planning Law
allowing Chinese couples to have three
children and announced a number of
incentives to encourage people to have
more children, in an apparent attempt
to address the reluctance of couples to
have more kids due to mounting costs.
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TikTok has agreed to with-
draw a rewards feature that

raised concerns about its
potential to encourage exces-
sive screen time, particularly
among children, the European
Union’s executive commission
said Monday.
It was the first resolution of an
investigation under the 27-
country EU’s sweeping Digital
Services Act, which went into
effect in February and aims to
ensure a “safe and accountable

online environment” by regu-
lating large digital platforms.
TikTok made the commitment
without conceding the feature
violated the Digital Services
Act, officials said.
The commission has however
ruled that the withdrawal is
legally binding, which “sends a
clear message to the entire
social media industry,” said
Margrethe Vestager, European
commission for digital affairs.
“Design features on platforms
with addictive effects put the
well-being of their users at

risk,” she said in a statement.
“That’s why we have made
TikTok’s commitments under
the DSA legally binding.”
The case involves TikTok Lite,
a low-bandwidth version of the
app released in Spain and
France. It allowed users to
earn points for things like fol-
lowing creators, liking con-
tent, or inviting friends to join
TikTok. 
The points could be exchanged
for Amazon vouchers and gift
cards on PayPal. TikTok said
rewards were restricted to users

18 years and older, who had to
verify their age. Users could
watch up to one hour a day of
videos to earn rewards, which
were capped at the equivalent
of one euro (USD 1.09) a day.
The commission opened an
investigation in April due to
concerns that TikTok has not
done a diligent assessment
required under the act of the
feature’s potential “addictive
effect,” especially for children,
“given suspected absence of
effective age verification mech-
anisms on TikTok.”

��
�����1���������	�2������
����������������	����������
���

�
�	�������������������������������������������(������	�
�3��2��������������	
����������������������������*����
4�����������������������������������������5	�������������2���������������������������*������6�� *�)�$%

*$+�+(,-��'&�$.&,)��/�01���2%(3(4�&�
+$��$�&��(�	%5&,��#��/,�	#�$	&��	$#�

%����������������2�����������7�����8��������2���������8���9����3��������
���������	����������������������
�2�������:;.���	
���5	���
�������
��
���	����
��������
������
���������������������������7�����8���������������� *�)�$%

	�4	�4����*��'& �*� "*� &!��"��� "

�"5$����'�����+'"!�& ��"
����+4������ �'" ���! �"�

�$�� /"-+)

Aprominent Vietnamese
business tycoon was found

guilty Monday of defrauding
stockholders of nearly USD 150
million by falsely inflating the
value of his company, in a case
that comes as the government
cracks down on widespread
corruption in the country. 
The Hanoi People’s Court sen-
tenced Trinh Van Quyet, 48, to
21 years in prison after a two-
week trial that included 49
defendants who were named as
accomplices, state-run VN
Express reported. He was
arrested in 2022.
The billionaire was the chair-
man and founder of the FLC
Group, which owns the dis-
count Bamboo Airways and
has broad real estate holdings
including hotels, resorts and
golf courses, among other

assets.  According to the indict-
ment, Quyet fraudulently
inflated the value of the group’s
general contractor subsidiary,
FLC Faros, by reporting ficti-
tious capital contributions,
before taking the company
public in 2016.
In the initial public offering, the
company sold some 391 mil-
lion shares to about 30,000
investors, defrauding them of
3.6 trillion Vietnamese dong
(about USD 144 million)
according to the indictment.
Among Quyet’s co-defendants
were officials from Vietnam’s
State Securities Commission
and Securities Depository
Center, who were accused of
being complicit in the scheme
by approving and facilitating
the initial public offering
despite knowing of discrepan-
cies in the figures.
Details on the verdicts for the

co-defendants were not imme-
diately released. 
Quyet was arrested in 2022, as
part of a crackdown on corrup-
tion instituted by Vietnamese
authorities. The Communist
Party’s Blazing Furnace cam-
paign began in 2013, but it was-
n’t until 2018 that authorities
began scanning the private
sector. Since then, several own-
ers of Vietnam’s fast-growing
businesses have been arrested. 
The anti-corruption campaign
had been the hallmark of
Communist Party General
Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong,
Vietnam’s top politician. who
died last month at age 80,
three days before Quyet’s trial
started. The ideologue had
called corruption a grave threat
to the party and vowed that the
campaign would be a “blazing
furnace” where no one was
untouchable.
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Voices across the globe
expressed concern Sunday

over the growing number of
arrests in Venezuela following
last weekend’s disputed elec-
tions. Pope Francis said
Venezuela is “living a critical sit-
uation” in his traditional
Sunday remarks at the Vatican,
adding, “I appeal to all parties
to seek the truth, to avoid all
kinds of violence.”
The remarks came hours after
Venezuelan President Nicolás
Maduro announced Saturday
that the government has arrest-
ed 2,000 opponents. At a rally
in the Venezuelan capital
Caracas, Maduro pledged to
detain more people and send
them to prison. US Deputy
National Security Adviser Jon
Finer told CBS program “Face
the Nation” Sunday that the
Biden administration is worried

the arrests could spark wider
unrest.  “We are concerned
about the prospect of instabil-
ity, should there continue to be
these detentions,” Finer said.
And in a statement, the leaders
of several European countries
including France, Spain,
Germany and Italy said “the
rights of all the Venezuelans,
especially the political leaders,
should be respected during
this process. We strongly con-
demn any arrests or threats
against them.”
Authorities have declared
President Nicolás Maduro the
victor in last Sunday’s election
but have yet to produce voting
tallies to prove he won. The
opposition claims to have tally
sheets showing it won.
An Associated Press analysis
Friday of vote tally sheets
released by the opposition coali-
tion indicates that their candi-
date, Edmundo González, won

significantly more votes than
the government claimed, cast-
ing serious doubt on the official
declaration that Maduro won.
Both González, a former diplo-
mat, and opposition leader
María Corina Machado — who
was barred by the government
from running — have gone into
hiding, saying they fear they will
be arrested or killed. Maduro
and his cadres have threatened
to lock them both up. The gov-
ernment arrested hundreds of
opposition supporters who took
to the streets in the days after
the disputed poll. Machado
braved the threats to speak at a
massive opposition rally
Saturday in Caracas, but was
whisked away afterwards on the
back of a 
motorcycle. “After six days of
brutal repression, they thought
they were going to silence us,
intimidate or paralyze us,”
Machado told the rally. 
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British Prime Minister Keir
Starmer has called an emer-

gency COBRA meeting of
senior ministers and police
chiefs at 10 Downing Street
here on Monday after a week-
end of riots across several cities
in the country, which he
termed a “far-right thuggery”
that will face the full force of
the law.
Hundreds of arrests have been
made as police officers in riot
gear responded to violent
scenes in Rotherham,
Middlesbrough, Bolton and
other parts of the UK on
Sunday, after days of some of
the worst rioting seen on the
streets of the country in the
wake of the fatal stabbings of
three schoolgirls in Southport,
north-west England. 
Hotels housing asylum seekers
and mosques have been among

the targets of the anti-immi-
grant mobs after initial false
claims spread online regarding
the stabbing suspect being an
immigrant who arrived in the
country illegally.
“I utterly condemn the far-right
thuggery we have seen this
weekend. Be in no doubt: those
who have participated in this
violence will face the full force
of the law,” said Starmer in a
statement on Sunday.
“There is no justification –
none – for taking this action,
and all right-minded people
should be condemning this
sort of violence. People in this
country have a right to be safe
and yet, we’ve seen Muslim
communities targeted, attacks
on mosques, other minority
communities singled out, Nazi
salutes in the street, attacks on
the police, (and) wanton vio-
lence alongside racist rhetoric.
So, no, I won’t shy away from
calling this what it is: far-right
thuggery,” he said.
He will chair the emergency
Cabinet Office Briefing Room
A (COBRA) meeting with UK
Home Secretary Yvette Cooper
to discuss the future course of

action to curb the violence. The
Home Office has also
announced that mosques will
be offered greater protection
with new “emergency security”
that can be rapidly deployed to
respond to violent disorder
targeting places of worship.
“They do not speak for our
communities. It’s a total dis-
grace, and there has to be a
reckoning. Those individuals
who are involved in the disor-

der need to know that they will
pay a price,” said Cooper, as she
indicated that additional pros-
ecutors and courts are on
standby to charge those being
arrested for a series of offences.
“We have made very clear to
the police that they have our
full support in pursuing the full
range of prosecutions and
penalties, including the serious
prison sentences, long-term
tagging, travel bans and more,”

she said.
During clashes over the week-
end, cars were set alight, win-
dows smashed, large bins burnt
and hurled at officers and
stores looted. Masked anti-
immigration mobs broke into
a hotel housing asylum-seekers
in Rotherham, South Yorkshire,
and rocks and long pieces of
wood were thrown at police
officers who lined up in front
of the building as they tried to
protect it.
“The mindless actions of those
today have achieved nothing
other than sheer destruction
and leaving members of the
public and the wider commu-
nity in fear,” said Assistant
Chief Constable Lindsey
Butterfield of South Yorkshire
Police.
Several police officers have
suffered injuries as they faced
off with the mobs, who are
being fuelled by misinforma-
tion being spread online. The
riots started in Southport, near
Liverpool, last week following
the stabbing of a group of
young children at a Taylor
Swift-themed dance class on
July 29.
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Imran Khan’s party on
Monday claimed that the

former Pakistan prime minis-
ter is being given “substandard
food” in jail on the orders of
Punjab Chief Minister
Maryam Nawaz, leading to
deterioration in his health and
demanded his immediate med-
ical checkup.
The Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf
(PTI) also observed a black day
on Monday as it marks a year
of the 71-year-old former
cricketer-turned-politician’s
arrest by the National
Accountability Bureau in a
190-million pound corruption
case. “Imran Khan had said he
was being given substandard
food in jail which is causing
him to feel unwell. All of this
is happening on the orders of
Maryam Nawaz,” PTI senior

leader Moonis Elahi wrote on
X on Monday. 
The former federal minister
said only the ruling Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) could stoop so low.
He further said Khan braved
the imprisonment for a year for
the rights of the people of
Pakistan. 
“We salute Khan’s steadfast-
ness, courage and bravery. We
demand his immediate release
in all fake cases against him,”
Elahi demanded.
“Khan told reporters that due
to the intense heat and there
being no refrigerator, his food
goes stale even before it’s
cooked. It has caused him
food poisoning. Inadequate
measures are being taken to
keep him safe and healthy,”
another PTI leader Zulfi
Bokhari said.
Former minister Hammad

Azhar said there is a threat to
the PTI founder’s life.
Azhar, who is also the party’s
general secretary in Punjab,
said Khan had already survived
an assassination attempt dur-
ing the party’s long march in
2022.
“We demand an immediate
medical checkup of Khan. The
nation should be informed
about his health status. The
most popular and towering
leader of the Muslim ummah
has been deliberately impris-
oned in such conditions by
petty and fake rulers where his
health is deteriorating,” Azhar
said. On Sunday, Khan refused
to apologise for the May 9 riots
that erupted after his arrest last
year and claimed that it was the
Army that owed him an apol-
ogy since he was “abducted” by
the paramilitary rangers on the
day of the violence.
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Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has said that Pakistan

wants to repair ties with the US
but not at the cost of its ties
with China as no other coun-
try could do what Beijing was
doing for his cash-strapped
country.
The 72-year-old Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-
N) leader made these remarks
during a meeting with a group
of journalists who had recent-
ly returned from an official visit
to China at his Model Town
residence here, according to the
Dawn newspaper.  
Sharif said that work was pro-
gressing fast in the second
phase of the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)
and also informed that during
the recent visit of Chinese
experts to Pakistan, there was
positive movement in the pro-
motion of cooperation in dif-
ferent fields.  
Asked about the Pakistan-US
relations, the prime minister
said that the country needed to
repair its relations with
Washington as that was in its
best interests but it shouldn’t be

at the expense of China.
“I think our relations with the
US must be repaired, as it is
very necessary for
Pakistan…But it shouldn’t be at
the cost of China… and I had
told (the Americans) recently
in the presence of various dig-
nitaries, including Foreign
Minister Ishaq Dar,” Sharif was
quoted as saying.
“I also told them that similar-
ly, the friendship with China is
not at the cost of the US, as
both have significance for us,”
he clarified. Ties between the
two countries soured after
jailed former prime minister
Imran Khan openly accused
the US of orchestrating his
downfall after he was removed
through a vote of no-confi-
dence in April 2022. 
Prime Minister Sharif said he
believed that whatever China
was helping Pakis-tan accom-
plish, the US cannot do.
Sharif also spoke about his let-
ter to Beijing requesting a debt
re-profiling and said that if
China agreed to give Pakistan
five to seven years to pay back
the loans, the government
would be able to bring down
inflation, including electricity

prices, the Dawn reported.
The premier said their request
is under consideration and he
is hoping for a positive
response from China.  
He also expressed his concern
about the safety and security of
Chinese nationals in Pakistan
and assured that the govern-
ment would use all its resources
to ensure their well-being.
In March, five Chinese nation-
als were among six people
killed when an explosives-
packed vehicle rammed into
their bus in Pakistan’s troubled
province of Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. It was the sec-
ond suicide attack on the per-
sonnel working on the China-
backed hydropower project
since 2021.
The Chinese were working on
the Dasu hydropower project,
which is about 300 km to the
north of Islamabad. The 4,320
MW project is being construct-
ed by the China Gezhouba with
funding from the World Bank.
Thousands of Chinese per-
sonnel are working in Pakistan
on several projects being car-
ried out under the aegis of the
USD 60 billion China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor.
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Antisemitic incidents in the
Czech Republic sharply

increased last year, with their
peak appearing in the final
quarter of 2023 following the
deadly Hamas attacks on Israel
on October 7, an assault that
triggered the war in Gaza, the
country’s Jewish community
said on Monday.
In its annual report, the
Federation of the Jewish
Communities said it registered
4,328 antisemitic incidents in
2023, up 90 per cent from 2,277
in the previous year.
The report said that 1,800 inci-
dents — or 41,59 per cent, of
the total — happened in the last
three months of the year.
“The October 7 was immedi-
ately followed by a global
explosive wave of antisemitism,
which also strongly hit the
Czech Republic,” the report
said.

The bulk of the anti-Jewish
hatred, 98 per cent, was
expressed online, most of them
through social media, it said.
Those included the publication
of false, dehumanizing, demo-
nizing, vulgar and conspiracy
theories and stereotypes as
well as hatred aimed at the state
of Israel. The report, however,
concluded the Czech Republic
remains a safe country for
Jews. It said there was no phys-
ical attack registered for the
second straight year. But 18
incidents involved antisemitic
threats, harassment and verbal
insults, more than double than
the previous year. The rest of
the incidents included demo-
nizing the Jewish community
with conspiracy theories and
stereotyping, according to the
report. The Hamas attacks on
Israel killed some 1,200 people,
mostly civilians. The militants
also took around 250 people
hostage.
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Chinese-American physicist
Tsung-Dao Lee, who in

1957 became the second-
youngest scientist to receive a
Nobel Prize, died on Sunday at
his home in San Francisco at age
97, according to a Chinese uni-
versity and a research center.
Lee, whose work advanced the
understanding of particle
physics, was one of the great
masters in the field, according
to a joint obituary released
Monday by the Tsung-Dao Lee
Institute at Shanghai Jiao Tong
University and the Beijing-
based China Center for
Advanced Science and
Technology.
Lee, a naturalized US citizen
since 1962, was also a professor
emeritus at Columbia
University in New York.

Robert Oppenheimer, known as
the father of the atomic bomb,
once praised Lee as one of the
most brilliant theoretical physi-
cists of the time, whose work
showed “remarkable freshness,
versatility and style.”
Lee was born in Shanghai on
November 24, 1926, the third of
six children to a merchant
father, Tsing-Kong Lee, and a
mother, Ming-Chang Chang,
who was a devout Catholic,
according to local newspaper
Wenhui Daily.
He went to high school in
Shanghai and attended National
Chekiang University in Guizhou
province and National
Southwest Associated
University in Kunming in
Yunnan province.
After his sophomore year, he
received a scholarship from the
Chinese government to attend

graduate school in the United
States. Between 1946 and 1950,
he studied at the University of
Chicago under Enrico Fermi, a
Nobel laureate in physics.
In the early 1950s, Lee worked
at the Yerkes Observatory in
Wisconsin, at the University of
California at Berkeley and at the
Institute for Advanced Study in
Princeton, N.J.
His research in elementary par-
ticles, statistical mechanics,
astrophysics and field theory,
among others, was standing
out. In 1953, he joined
Columbia University as an assis-
tant professor. Three years later,
at age 29, he became the
youngest-ever full professor
there. He developed a model for
studying various quantum phe-
nomena known as the “Lee
model.”
In 1957, Lee was awarded the

Nobel Prize in physics togeth-
er with Chen-Ning Yang for
work exploring the symmetry of
subatomic particles as they
interact with the force that
holds atoms together. At 31, Lee
was the second-youngest scien-
tist to receive the distinction. He
won many other accolades
including the Albert Einstein
Award in Science, the Galileo
Galilei Medal and the G. Bude
Medal, as well as honorary doc-
torates and titles from organiza-
tions around the world.
As China became more open to
international exchanges in the
1970s, Lee returned to his home
country on repeated visits to
give lectures and encourage the
development of sciences,
according to state media.
On Monday, the topic of his
death was trending on social
media platform Weibo. 

Wilmington (AP):
Independent presidential candi-
date Robert F. Kennedy Jr. once
retrieved a bear that was killed
by a motorist and left it in New
York’s Central Park with a bicy-
cle on top, sparking a mystery
that consumed the city a decade
ago.
Kennedy describes the inci-
dent in a video that was posted
to social media Sunday, adding
it will be included in a forth-
coming New Yorker article that
he expects to be damaging. 
It’s the latest bizarre incident in
Kennedy’s quixotic campaign
that has divided his famous
family and left Republicans and
Democrats alike concerned
about his potential impact on
the presidential contest.
Kennedy has acknowledged a
parasite that lodged in his brain
and died. He denied eating a
dog after a friend shared a
photo with Vanity Fair maga-

zine showing Kennedy dramat-
ically preparing to take a bite of
a charred animal; Kennedy said
it was a goat. In the video,
Kennedy recounts the story to
actress Roseanne Barr. He says
he was heading to a falconry
excursion with friends when a
woman driving ahead of him hit
and killed the young bear with
her vehicle. He says he put it in
his own vehicle, intending to
skin it and eat the meat, but the
day got away from him.
Eventually, he says, he was in
Manhattan and needed to get
the bear carcass out of his vehi-
cle. His friends, fueled by alco-
hol, concocted the Central Park
plan as a prank, he said, adding
he was not drunk himself. At the
time, bicycle accidents were
getting significant media atten-
tion, so Kennedy and his friends
thought it would be funny to
make it look like the bear was
hit by a bicycle. 
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Japan’s defence minister held
talks with senior officials in

Cambodia, a top ally of
China, on Monday as he
began a Southeast Asian trip
that will also take him to
Vietnam, whose relations
with Beijing are complicated
by maritime disputes. Japan
has historically maintained
warm relat ions with
Cambodia, but its influence is
minor compared to that of
China, Tokyo’s biggest geopo-
litical rival in Asia, with grow-
ing influence throughout
Southeast Asia. Tokyo is dis-
turbed by China’s aggressive
maritime activity, as are sev-
eral Southeast Asian nations,
and seeks to counter Beijing’s
diplomatic and economic out-
reach. Defence Minister
Minoru Kihara held talks
with his Cambodian counter-
part, Tea Seiha, as well as with
Prime Minister Hun Manet
and former Prime Minister
Hun Sen, who is now presi-
dent of the Senate, Defence

Ministry spokesperson Gen.
Chhum Sochet said on his
Facebook page. He said the
two defence ministers vowed
to promote cooperation. espe-
cially in human resources
and exchanges of personnel
visits, as spelled out in a 2013
memorandum of understand-
ing.
A separate Defence Ministry
statement said the two sides
agreed to hold a joint military
training course covering dis-
aster rescue operations and to
exchange military attachés.
Kihara told reporters before
his trip that Japan has been
stepping up defence ties with
Cambodia and Vietnam in
recent years and that he hopes
to deepen cooperation.
“Southeast Asian countries
are in strategically important
areas that are part of Japan’s
crucial sea lanes,” Kihara said.
He said Japan has elevated its
relations with both Cambodia
and Vietnam to the level of
comprehensive and strategic
partnership.
Kihara said he hoped to share

his “understanding of the
strategic environment” in the
region and reinforce defence
and security cooperation with
Cambodia and Vietnam.
Kihara’s visit coincided with
Cambodia’s breaking ground
on Monday on a controversial
China-backed canal linking
the capital, Phnom Penh, with
the sea, despite environmen-
tal concerns and the risk of
straining ties with neighbour-
ing Vietnam. The USD 1.7
billion, 180-kilometre Funan
Techo canal is to connect
Phnom Penh with Kep
province on Cambodia’s
southern coast, giving it
access to the Gulf of Thailand. 
Cambodia hopes the 100-
metre-wide, 5.4-metre-deep
canal will lower the cost of
shipping goods to the country’s
sole deepwater port,
Sihanoukville, and reduce
reliance on Vietnamese ports.
China has gained outsize polit-
ical and economic influence in
Cambodia through aid and
investment in major infra-
structure projects.
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The director of the Russian
military’s main congress

centre and a top Defence
Ministry official were arrested
on Monday on fraud charges,
part of a sweeping probe into
abuse of office in the top ech-
elons of the country’s military
leadership.
The Investigative Committee,
Russia’s top state criminal inves-
tigation agency, announced that
Vyacheslav Akhmedov, head of
the Patriot Park was arrested on
charges of fraud. Maj Gen
Vladimir Shesterov, deputy
head of the Defence Ministry’s
innovations department, was
detained along with Akhmedov.
The committee said the two
men are suspected of embez-
zling government funds ear-
marked for the Patriot Park, a
gigantic military exhibition and
congress centre just west of
Moscow.
The venue, which covers an

area of more than 5,400
hectares (over 13,300 acres), has
hosted annual army forums,
international meetings and dis-
plays of Russian weapons since
it opened in 2015. Along with
conference halls and sprawling
exhibition grounds, it includes
an air base, a massive firing
range and even a huge
Orthodox Church.
In 2019, President Vladimir
Putin made a donation from his
own money to commission the
church’s main icon, according to

the Kremlin.
Their detention follows a series
of arrests of senior military offi-
cials who were part of an inner
circle of Sergei Shoigu, whom
Putin dismissed as defence
minister soon after his May
inauguration for a new term.
Shoigu, who had personal ties
with Putin, was given the high-
profile post of secretary of
Russia’s Security Council, but
several members of his close
entourage lost their jobs and
many of them were arrested,
including his top associate and
deputy, Timur Ivanov, who has
been jailed on bribery charges
since April.
The former defence minister
had been widely criticised for
Russia’s setbacks on the battle-
field in Ukraine and was
accused of incompetence and
corruption by mercenary leader
Yevgeny Prigozhin, who
launched a brief mutiny in
June 2023 to demand his dis-
missal. 
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Australian authorities kill 16-foot crocodile: Authorities killed
on Monday a large crocodile thought responsible for Australia’s
second fatal attack in a month. The latest victim was a 40-year-
old man from New South Wales state who had been fishing on
Saturday while on vacation with his wife and children, travelling
through Queensland state with a trailer. AP
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India’s economy is expected to grow at 7-
7.2 per cent in the current fiscal year dri-

ven by robust economic fundamentals
and continuity in domestic policy reforms,
Deloitte India said on Monday.
The August update of Deloitte’s India
Economic Outlook said several initiatives
in the Union Budget 2024-25 toward
improving agriculture productivity,
creating jobs for the youth, and in
manufacturing and addressing the
challenge of access to finance for micro,
small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs),
would help improve supply-side demand,
curb inflation, and prop up consumer
spending, especially in rural areas.
Deloitte India Economist Rumki
Majumdar said, India will witness robust
growth in the second half after a period
of uncertainty in the first six months of
the year. “Key contributing factors
include the continuity in domestic policy
reforms, reduced uncertainties in the US
post-elections, and more synchronous
global growth within a low inflation
regime.
“Additionally, improved global liquidity
conditions, as central banks in the West
ease their monetary policy stance, will
enhance capital flows and drive higher
investments, particularly in the private
sector,” Majumdar said.
Observing that strong economic
fundamentals would drive GDP growth
between 7 per cent and 7.2 per cent in
FY25, the Economic Outlook report said

effectively addressing the urban-rural
consumer spending gaps, inflation, and
employment concerns can significantly
enhance the affordability of aspirational
rural consumers.
“The much-desirable policy pivot was
evident in the Union Budget presented
last month. Reducing the urban and rural
spending gap in the coming years will
ensure sustained consumer demand from
a larger consumer base,” it added.
Deloitte India’s growth projection is at par
with that of RBI, which projected FY’25
growth at 7.2 per cent. It is higher than
Finance Ministry’s Economic Survey
which estimated GDP expansion between
6.5-7 per cent. The Indian economy grew
at 8.2 per cent in 2023-24 fiscal year.
The report further said despite strong
growth, private consumption spending
has remained modest over the past five
years. The pandemic, high global and
domestic inflation, consequent tightening
of financial conditions, and the effects of
poor agriculture output on rural demand

seem to have capped private consumption
growth in India.
But a Deloitte research showed that India
is witnessing distinct and broad-based
shifts in consumption patterns. There is a
broad-based shift in the composition of
consumption towards more non-food and
discretionary items, reflecting changing
lifestyles and preferences that are here to
stay.
According to the Household
Consumption Expenditure Survey,
spending on discretionary goods and
services (including conveyance) has gone
up both in rural and urban India, with the
former quickly catching up in spending
on discretionary durable goods
(including automobiles, electric and
electronic goods) with the latter in just
one decade.
“Demand for processed food has been
among the highest in most states,
suggesting a shift towards ready-to-eat
options. Rapid urbanization, increasing
women’s participation in the workforce,
and enhanced marketing and availability
are driving these changing dietary habits,”
the report said.
According to Deloitte research, if
increasing income in states results in a
relatively equitable distribution and
higher rural spending, businesses can tap
into a larger proportion of the state’s
population that resides in rural areas. This
gives businesses access to a large
consumer base and a sustainable
consumer spending demand, as
compared to states with a widening gap. 
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The rupee
slumped 31

paise to settle at an
all-time low of
84.03 (provisional)
against the US
dollar on Monday,
following a sell-off
in broader global
markets amid rising
g e o p o l i t i c a l
tensions in the
Middle East and
worries over
recession in the US.
Forex traders said
the downfall in the
domestic unit came
on the heels of a
sharp downturn in
the Indian equity markets and
significant foreign fund
outflows.
At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local unit
opened at 83.78 and touched
an intra-day high of 83.76 and
a low of 84.03 against the
dollar during the session.
It finally settled at its fresh
record low level of 84.03
(provisional) against the
American currency, down 31
paise against its previous close.
On Friday, the rupee settled 1
paisa higher at 83.72 against
the US dollar in a range-bound

trade.
“We expect the rupee to trade
with a negative bias on risk
aversion in the global markets.
Escalation of geopolitical
tensions in the Middle East
and outflows by foreign
investors may further
pressurise the domestic unit,”
said Anuj Choudhary –
Research Analyst at Sharekhan
by BNP Paribas.
However, a weak US dollar and
declining crude oil prices may
support the rupee at lower
levels. Any intervention by the
Reserve Bank may also benefit

the rupee,
Choudhary added.
Traders may take
cues from US ISM
services PMI data.
Investors may
watch out for the
RBI’s monetary
policy decision this
week. USD/INR
spot price is likely to
trade in a range of
Rs 83.60 to Rs
84.20, Choudhary
said.
In the domestic
equity market, the
30-share BSE
Sensex tanked
2,222.55 points, or
2.74 per cent, to
settle at 78,759.40

points, and Nifty dropped
662.10 points, or 2.68 per cent,
to 24,055.60 points.
Meanwhile, the dollar index,
which gauges the greenback’s
strength against a basket of six
currencies, dropped 0.65 per
cent to 102.54.
Brent crude futures, the global
oil benchmark, fell 1.91 per
cent to USD 75.34 per barrel.
Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) were net sellers in the
capital markets on Friday as
they offloaded shares worth Rs
3,310.00 crore, according to
exchange data. 
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As much as Rs 177 crore
was lost on account of

credit, debit card and internet
banking frauds in the 2023-
24 fiscal, Parliament was
informed on Monday.
In a written reply to the Lok
Sabha, Minister of State for
Finance Pankaj Chaudhary
said the amount of loss due to
cyber fraud has increased
from Rs 69.68 crore in FY23
to Rs 177.05 crore in FY24.
The quantum of loss in FY22
was Rs 80.33 crore, it was Rs
50.10 crore in FY21 and Rs
44.22 crore in FY20.

Chaudhary further said to
help customers recover the
loss on account of fraudulent
transactions, the RBI has
issued instructions to banks
on limiting the liability of
customers in cases of
unauthorised electronic
banking transactions. 
A customer need not bear
any loss if the deficiency is on
the part of the bank and in
cases, where the fault lies
neither with the bank nor
with the customer but lies
elsewhere in the system and
the customer notifies the
bank within three working
days of receiving the

communication about the
unauthorised transaction.
Where the loss is due to the

customer’s negligence, the
customer has to bear the
entire loss until he/she

reports the unauthorised
transaction to the bank.
Where the fault lies neither
with the customer nor with
the bank and lies elsewhere in
the system, and the customer
reports between 4-7 working
days of the unauthorised
transaction, the maximum
liability of the customer
ranges from Rs 5,000 to Rs
25,000, depending on the
type of account/ instrument.
If the unauthorised
transaction is reported
beyond 7 working days, the
customer liability shall be
determined as per the bank’s
Board approved policy.

“The burden of proving
customer liability in case of
unauthorised electronic
banking transactions shall lie
on the bank,” Chaudhary
said.
To facilitate the citizens to
report any cyber incidents,
including financial frauds,
the Home Ministry has
launched a National
cybercrime reporting portal
(www.Cybercrime.Gov.In)
and a National cybercrime
Helpline Number ‘1930’.
Further, customers can also
report financial fraud on the
official customer care website
or branches of banks. 
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Stock market benchmark
indices Sensex and Nifty
crashed nearly 3 per cent

on Monday following
extremely weak trends in
global equity markets amid
fears of a slowdown in the US
economy.
The 30-share BSE Sensex
plummeted 2,222.55 points or
2.74 per cent to settle at over a
month’s low of 78,759.40,
marking its worst single-day
retreat since June 4, 2024.
During the day, it tanked
2,686.09 points or 3.31 per
cent to 78,295.86.
The NSE Nifty slumped 662.10
points or 2.68 per cent to settle
at 24,055.60. During the day, it
tumbled 824 points or 3.33 per
cent to 23,893.70. Nifty also
saw its worst single-day fall
since June 4, 2024, when
markets crashed more than 5
per cent due to general
election results. 
An over 12 per cent plunge in
Japan’s Nikkei and geopolitical
tensions in the Middle East
dented market sentiment,
analysts said.

In Asian markets, Seoul,
Tokyo, Shanghai and Hong
Kong settled sharply lower.
Japan’s benchmark stock index
plunged 12.4 per cent on
Monday, compounding a
global market rout set off by
investor concerns that the US
economy could be headed for
recession.
A report on Friday showing
hiring by US employers slowed
last month by much more than
expected convulsed financial
markets, vanquishing the
euphoria that had taken the
Nikkei 225 to all-time highs of
over 42,000 in recent weeks.
On Monday, the Nikkei closed

down 4,451.28 points at
31,458.42. It had dropped 5.8
per cent on Friday, making this
its worst two-day decline ever.
Its worst single-day rout was a
plunge of 3,836 points, or 14.9
per cent, on October 19, 1987,
a global markets crash that was
dubbed “Black Monday” but
proved to be only a temporary
setback despite fears it might
have augured a worldwide
downturn.
European markets were also
trading with deep cuts. The US
markets ended significantly
lower on Friday.
From the Sensex pack, Tata
Motors slumped over 7 per

cent. Adani Ports, Tata Steel,
SBI, Power Grid, JSW Steel
and Maruti were the other big
laggards. However, Hindustan
Unilever and Nestle ended in
positive territory.
“The global markets were
jolted into a cautious mode by
recessionary fears in the US
following disappointing job
statistics and unwinding of
carry trade following the rapid
rise of the yen. The effects
were felt by the domestic
market as well and are
expected to impact in the near
term,” said Vinod Nair, Head
of Research, Geojit Financial
Services.

Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) offloaded
equities worth Rs 3,310 crore
on Friday, according to
exchange data.
“The global market is reeling
as bears enter with a cocktail of
bad news. The fear of a reverse
Yen carry trade, following an
interest rate hike in Japan, was
the initial catalyst. This was
compounded by fears of a
recession in the US after
extremely poor jobs data,
which spooked market
sentiment,” said Santosh
Meena, Head of Research,
Swastika Investmart Ltd.
Global oil benchmark Brent
crude declined 1.93 per cent to
USD 75.33 a barrel.
In the broader market, the BSE
smallcap gauge dropped 4.21
per cent and midcap index
plummeted 3.60 per cent.
Amid widespread selling
pressure, the BSE benchmark
plunged 1.08 per cent on
Friday. The broader Nifty of
NSE dropped 1.17 per cent. In
two straight sessions to
Monday, Nifty and Sensex
have corrected nearly 4 per
cent. 
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Capital markets regulator
Sebi has amended mutual

fund norms requiring Asset
Management Companies
(AMCs) to put in place an
institutional mechanism to
identify and deter front-
running and insider trading
in securities.
Additionally, the
management of AMCs will be
responsible for ensuring the
effectiveness of the
institutional mechanism.
Also, the regulator has
directed AMCs to have a
whistle-blower mechanism.
This came in the wake of
Sebi’s passing two orders
regarding front-running cases
involving Axis AMC and Life
Insurance Corporation of
India (LIC). In a gazette
notification dated August 1,
Sebi said, “Asset management
companies shall put in place
an institutional mechanism,
as may be specified by the
Board, for the identification
and deterrence of potential
market abuse including front-
running and fraudulent
transactions in securities”.
Front-running refers to an
illegal practice, where an
entity trades based on

advanced information from a
stock broker or analyst before
the information has been
made available to clients.
As per the notification, the
Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) or Managing Director
(MD)or such other person of
equivalent or analogous rank
and Chief Compliance Officer
of the asset management
company will be responsible
and accountable for the
implementation of such an
institutional mechanism.
“The asset management
company shall establish,
implement and maintain a
documented whistle-blower
policy that shall provide for a
confidential channel for
employees, directors, trustees,
and other stakeholders to
raise concerns about
suspected fraudulent, unfair
or unethical practices,
violations of regulatory or
legal requirements or
governance vulnerability, and
establish procedures to ensure
adequate protection of the
whistleblowers,” Sebi said.
To give these effects, the
Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) has
amended mutual fund rules,
which will come into force
from November 1. 
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India’s services sector growth
recorded another month of

robust expansion in July, albeit
at a slightly slower pace than in
June, largely supported by
robust demand conditions and
investment in technology, a
monthly survey said on
Monday.
The seasonally adjusted HSBC
India Services Business Activity
Index was at 60.3 in July, down
only fractionally from 60.5 in
June. In the Purchasing
Managers’ Index (PMI) par-
lance, a print above 50 means
expansion, while a score below
50 denotes contraction.
“Service sector activity rose at
a slightly slower pace in July,
with new business increasing
further, primarily driven by

domestic demand. Looking
ahead, services firms remained
optimistic about the outlook for
year ahead,” Pranjul Bhandari,
Chief India Economist at
HSBC, said.
New export orders increased at
the third-strongest pace since
the inception of the series in
September 2014, amid
strengthening demand for
Indian services from across
the world. Some of the sources
of rising export orders men-
tioned by panellists included
Austria, Brazil, China, Japan,
Singapore, the Netherlands and
the US. Favourable economic
conditions and optimistic
expectations for output sup-
ported recruitment among ser-
vices firms, the survey said.
On the price front, higher wage
and material costs continued to

push up business expenses,
with the overall rate of inflation
quickening from June. Stronger
cost pressures and positive
demand trends contributed to
the steepest rise in prices
charged for the provision of ser-
vices for seven years.
Looking ahead, services firms
remained strongly optimistic
about growth prospects.
Around 30 per cent of the sur-
vey panel forecast greater out-
put volumes in the next 12
months, while only 2 per cent
expect a decline.
The overall level of sentiment
rose since June and was aligned
with its long-run average. 
Anecdotal evidence suggested
that confidence in the outlook
for demand and sales, alongside
improved customer engage-
ment and new enquiries, boost-
ed optimism. Meanwhile, the
HSBC India Composite Output
Index posted 60.7 in July, down
only fractionally from 60.9 in
June and above the crucial 50.0
no-change mark for the thirty-
sixth month running.
“India’s composite PMI record-
ed another month of robust
expansion in July, albeit at a
slightly slower pace than in
June,” Bhandari said.

Sensex, Nifty nosedive nearly 3% to month low

Over �177 cr lost on account of ATM/credit card, internet banking frauds

Sebi amends mutual fund rules to
curb front-running, insider trading
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The Reserve Bank on Monday
proposed to lay down prin-

ciples for management of model
risks in credit for banks and
other regulated entities with a
view to ensuring prudence and
robustness.
Regulated Entities (REs)
generally use various models as
part of their credit
management, including for
credit appraisal, borrower
scoring, pricing, and risk
management, among others.
Inherently, model outputs are
exposed to uncertainties as
they are based on assumptions
which may not manifest in the
envisaged ways and may take
different forms in a real-world
scenario, the RBI said in a draft
circular on ‘Regulatory
Principles for Management of

Model Risks in Credit’.
This potentially exposes REs to
model risk, which has
implications on prudential
aspects of credit risk
management, compliance and
reputational risk.
With a view to ensuring
prudence and robustness, in
the use of such models, RBI
proposed to lay down certain
broad regulatory principles
which should be adopted by
REs.
“REs shall put in place a
detailed Board approved
policy with regard to model
risk management framework
for all models deployed,
covering the entire model life
cycle,” the draft said.
The policy should cover details
of governance and oversight
aspects commensurate with
model materiality; processes

around model development or
selection; and documentation
for models deployed.
It should also cover
independent vetting / ongoing
validation or review processes;
change control; and the
monitoring and reporting
framework including role of
internal audit function.
‘Credit risk model’ refers to any
quantitative method that
applies statistical, economic,
financial, or mathematical
principles and assumptions to
process data into an output to
be used for credit decisions.
The models used by REs may

either be developed internally
or sourced from external third-
party suppliers, including
under collaborative lending
arrangements, or can be a mix
of both as per the provisions of
the policy, the draft said.
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IndiGo will introduce business class seats in
select flights on 12 domestic routes starting

from November 14 and will also launch a cus-
tomer loyalty programme, as the 18-year-old air-
line embarks on ambitious business expansion
plans.
Making the announcement at an event to
mark 18 years of flying, IndiGo CEO Pieter
Elbers on Monday said the business class seats
will be open for booking from August 6 and
added that business class passengers will be
offered curated special meals.

There will be a total of 12 seats in the
configuration of 4 seats in 3 rows in the A321
neo planes. These aircraft will have a total of
220 seats -- 12 business and 208 economy
class, according to an official.
The seats will be introduced in the select
flights from November 14, the official added.
The introductory one-way fare for a business
class seat will be starting at Rs 18,018. Elbers
said the business class seats will be available on
busiest and business routes, and will start with
Delhi-Mumbai flights.
The airline, which is focused on cost
leadership, will also be launching the customer
loyalty programme ‘IndiGo BluChip’ which
will go live in September.
On May 23, IndiGo announced that it will
introduce business class in select routes this
year.
Currently, Tata Group-owned Air India, Air
India Express and Vistara offer business class
seats.
Elbers said the airline will launch flights to
seven more international destinations in the
current fiscal that ends on March 31, 2025. 
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Camposol, Peru’s largest
blueberry producer joins

forces with Walmart-backed
Ninjacart, India’s leading
agri-startup that leverages
technology and data to
organise the global
agriculture ecosystem to
bring high-quality
blueberries to Indian
consumers. 
Camposol and Ninjacart’s
strategic partnership is
transforming the blueberry
market in India through
Ninjacart’s digital
marketplace, tech-enabled
supply chain, cutting edge
solutions, and a data-driven
approach. 
This collaboration aims to
facilitate Camposol’s market
entry through a curated
strategy, utilising Ninjacart’s
expertise and data systems to
drive accelerated growth. 
Leveraging Ninjacart’s
extensive network of over
100,000 retailers, the
partnership ensures a
reliable and consistent
supply of high-quality
blueberries, benefiting
consumers and retailers
alike. 
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Olympic boxer Imane Khelif said
the wave of hateful scrutiny she

has faced over misconceptions
about her gender “harms human
dignity,” and she called for an end to
bullying athletes after being greatly
affected by the international
backlash against her.
The Algerian athlete spoke about
her tumultuous Olympic
experience on Sunday night in an
interview with SNTV, a sports video
partner of The Associated Press.
“I send a message to all the people
of the world to uphold the Olympic
principles and the Olympic Charter,
to refrain from bullying all athletes,
because this has effects, massive
effects,” Khelif said in Arabic. 
“It can destroy people, it can kill
people’s thoughts, spirit and mind.
It can divide people. And because of
that, I ask them to refrain from
bullying.”
The victories of Khelif and fellow
boxer Lin Yu-ting of Taiwan in the
ring in Paris have become one of the
biggest stories of the Paris Games.
Both women have clinched their
first Olympic medals even as they
have faced online abuse based on

unsubstantiated claims about their
gender, drawing them into a wider
divide over changing attitudes
toward gender identity and
regulations in sports.
The 25-year-old Khelif
acknowledged the pressure and
pain of enduring this ordeal while
competing far from home in the
most important event of her athletic
career.
“I am in contact with my family two
days a week. I hope that they weren’t
affected deeply,” she said. “They are
worried about me. God willing, this
crisis will culminate in a gold
medal, and that would be the best
response.”
The vitriol stems from claims by the
International Boxing Association,
which has been permanently
banned from the Olympics, that
both Khelif and Lin failed
unspecified eligibility tests for the
women’s competition at last year’s
world championships.
Khelif declined to answer when
asked whether she had undergone
tests other than doping tests, saying
she didn’t want to talk about it.
She expressed gratitude to the
International Olympic Committee
and its president, Thomas Bach, for

standing resolutely behind her
while the banned former governing
body of Olympic boxing stoked a
furor around her participation in
Paris.
“I know that the Olympic
Committee has done me justice,
and I am happy with this remedy
because it shows the truth,” she said.
She also has seen massive support at
her bouts, drawing cheers when she
enters the arena and crowds waving
Algerian flags chanting her first
name. She will fight again Tuesday
in the women’s 66-kilogram
semifinals at Roland Garros.
Khelif repeatedly made clear she
won’t allow chatter or accusations to
deter her from attempting to claim
Algeria’s first Olympic gold medal
in women’s boxing.
“I don’t care about anyone’s
opinion,” Khelif said a day after
beating Anna Luca Hamori of
Hungary. “I came here for a medal,
and to compete for a medal. I will
certainly be competing to improve
(and) be better, and God willing, I
will improve, like every other
athlete.”
Although she is aware of the
worldwide discussion about her,
Khelif said she has been somewhat

removed. “Honestly, I don’t follow
social media,” she said. “There is a
mental health team that doesn’t let
us follow social media, especially in
the Olympic Games, whether me or
other athletes. I’m here to compete
and get a good result.”
Khelif started her Olympic run last
Thursday with a victory over
Angela Carini of Italy, who
abandoned the bout after just 46
seconds. Carini later said she

regretted her decision and wished to
apologize to Khelif.
That unusual ending raised the
chatter around Khelif into a roar,
drawing comments from the likes of
former U.S. President Donald
Trump, “Harry Potter” writer J.K.
Rowling and others falsely claiming
Khelif was a man or transgender.
The IOC repeatedly declared her
and Lin qualified to participate in
the Olympics, and it has decried the

murky testing standards and
untransparent governance of the
IBA, which was banished entirely
from the Olympics last year in an
unprecedented punishment for a
governing body.
Khelif clearly felt the weight of the
worldwide scrutiny upon her, and
her victory over Hamori on
Saturday appeared to be cathartic.
After the referee raised Khelif ’s
hand with the win, she went to the
center of the ring, waved to her fans,
knelt and slammed her palm on the
canvas, her smile turning to tears.
“I couldn’t control my nerves,”
Khelif said in the interview.
“Because after the media frenzy and
after the victory, there was a mix of
joy and at the same time, I was
greatly affected, because honestly, it
wasn’t an easy thing to go through at
all. It was something that harms
human dignity.”
She had competed in IBA events for
several years without problems until
she was abruptly suspended from
last year’s world championships.
The Russian-dominated body -
which has faced years of clashes
with the IOC - has refused to
provide any information about the
tests.

Algeria’s national boxing federation
is still an IBA member.
Khelif is from rural northwestern
Algeria, and she grew up playing
soccer until she fell in love with
boxing. Overcoming her father’s
initial objections, she traveled 10
kilometers (about 6 miles) by bus to
train for fights in a neighboring
town.
After reaching the sport’s top level
in her late teens, she struggled early
in her career before reaching an elite
level. Khelif has been a solid, if
unspectacular, international
competitor for six years, and she
lost to eventual gold medalist Kellie
Harrington of Ireland at the Tokyo
Olympics.
Khelif ’s next bout in Paris is against
Janjaem Suwannapheng of
Thailand. If Khelif wins again, she
will fight for a gold medal Friday.
“Yes, this issue involves the dignity
and honor of every woman and
female,” she told an Algerian
broadcaster in brief remarks
Sunday after beating Hamori. “The
Arab population has known me for
years and has seen me box in the
IBA that wronged me (and) treated
me unfairly, but I have God on my
side.
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Aman of many firsts in
Indian athletics, Neeraj
Chopra would be

eyeing another piece of
history with his javelin when
he takes aim at his second
Olympics amid expectations
of a golden finish yet again.
His fabled consistency would
be tested after a season that
has seen him battle a nagging
adductor niggle. He would
begin his quest on Tuesday
with the qualifications round
from where the Haryana lad is
expected to make the finals on
August 8.
A top podium finish will
make Chopra only the fifth
man in Olympics history to
defend his title and the first
Indian to win two gold medals
in an individual event in the
multi-sporting spectacle.
Eric Lemming (Sweden; 1908
and 1912), Jonni Myyra
(Finland; 1920 and 1924),
Chopra’s idol Jan Zelezny
(Czech Republic; 1992, 1996
and 2000) and Andreas
Thorkildsen (Norway; 2004
and 2008) are the only ones to

have defended the men’s
javelin gold medals in the
Olympics.
He has competed in just three
events this year but the 26-
year-old world champion is
back in full flow in a season
where none of his global
competitors have done
exceptionally well.
After finishing second in the
Doha Diamond League in
May with a throw of 88.36m,
which is his season’s best,
Chopra withdrew from
Ostrava Golden Spike on May
28 as a precautionary measure
after he felt “something” in his
adductor (group of muscles
located on inner thighs).
Chopra, who has a personal
best of 89.94m, made a strong
comeback by winning gold at
the Paavo Nurmi Games in
Finland on June 18 with a
throw of 85.97m.
He later opted out of the Paris
Diamond League on July 7,
insisting that the event was
never a part of his
competition calendar this
year.
His coach later dismissed
concerns surrounding

Chopra’s fitness, telling PTI
that his adductor has no issues
now and his ward has been in
high intensity phase of
training.
One of the most consistent
javelin throwers in recent
times, Chopra has sent his
spear below 85m mark just
twice out of his 15
competitions since winning
gold in the Tokyo Olympics.
Tokyo Olympics silver
medallist Czech thrower
Jakub Vadlejch, who beat
Chopra in the Doha Diamond
League, Germany’s Julian
Weber and former world
champion Anderson Peters
will once again be the Indian
superstar’s main rivals.
The other Indian in fray in
men’s javelin is Kishore Jena,
who booked an automatic
berth with his 87.54m throw
in the Asian Games last year,
but has struggled to cross the
80m mark after that.
Chopra is expected to lift the
sagging spirits of the Indian
athletics contingent which is
yet to register a performance
of consequence in the
showpiece’s ongoing edition. 
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Olympic triathletes plunged
into the Seine River

Monday morning as the mixed
relay event got underway after
organizers said the bacteria
levels in the long-polluted
Paris waterway were at
acceptable levels.
The plan to hold the
swimming portion of the
triathlons and the marathon
swimming events in the Seine
was an ambitious one.
Swimming in the river has,
with some exceptions, been
off-limits since 1923 because it
has been too toxic.
Representatives from World
Triathlon and the International
Olympic Committee along
with Paris Games organizers
and regional and weather
authorities met Sunday night
to review water tests. The
results indicated the water
quality at the triathlon site had
improved over the preceding
hours and would be within the
limits mandated by World
Triathlon by Monday morning,
they said in a statement. In a
very close sprint finish, the
team from Germany won the
gold medal, with the United
States taking silver and Britain
clinching bronze.
The decision to allow the event
to go forward with swims in
the Seine came after Belgium’s
Olympic committee
announced Sunday that it
would withdraw its team from
the mixed relay triathlon after
one of its competitors who
swam in the river last week fell
ill. It was not clear whether her
illness had anything to do with
her swim in the Seine.
Paris spent 1.4 billion euros
($1.5 billion) on infrastructure
improvements to clean up the
river that flows through its
center. That included the
construction of a giant basin to
capture excess rainwater and
keep wastewater from flowing
into the river, renovating
sewer infrastructure and
upgrading wastewater
treatment plants.
Heavy rains that have fallen off
and on during the Games have
caused headaches for
organizers as they result in
elevated levels of fecal bacteria,
including E. Coli and
enterococci, flowing into the
river. Drenching rains fell
Thursday night, but
conditions had otherwise been
dry except for light rain
Saturday evening. The sun
shone brightly as the race
unfolded Monday and athletes
said organizers reassured them
that there were no concerns
with water quality.
Organizers have continued to
express confidence that warm
temperatures and the sun’s
ultraviolet rays would

combine to kill enough of the
germs ahead of each event set
to include a swim in the Seine.
Athletes swam in the river for
the men’s and women’s
individual triathlons
Wednesday, though the men’s
race had been delayed by a day
because of the water quality.
Elevated bacteria levels in the
waterway have caused
cancellations of the swimming
portion of training sessions for
the relay event.
American triathlete Taylor
Spivey said the uncertainty
was difficult.
“I mean, everyone watching
can see what an incredible
venue this was for, for the
triathlon,” she said, noting that
organizers clearly chose the
course location for the
backdrop of Paris monuments,
which included the Eiffel
Tower and the Champs-
Elysees. “But the constant
question of the water quality,
the water quality and the
current, was very stressful for
the athletes, I would say,
because there the contingency
plan was only to push the race
back, not necessarily like a
plan B location.”
Her teammate, Morgan
Pearson, said the last-minute
changes in plans were unfair to
the athletes and fans. He also
was tired of talking about the
water quality in the Seine: “I’ve
been getting asked this
question for the last year. I
qualified a year ago, and I
think, no pun intended, we’re
all just a little bit sick of the
question.” Brazilian triathlete
Arnold Djenyfer said the water
was fine Monday.
“There was really no
difference about the quality of
the water today compared to
the first race,” he said. “We
already knew what we were
going to face and it was all
fine.” Vetle Bergsvik Thorn of
Norway, who competed
Monday, was one of several
triathletes who fell ill after
swimming in the Seine last
Wednesday. He said he had a
bad stomach illness for about
12 hours but said “it’s hard to
say if it’s the river or just some
ordinary food poisoning.”
“It’s been quite a few stressful
days with not knowing if we
can swim or not,” he said. 
Swiss officials announced
Saturday that triathlete Adrien
Briffod, who had competed in
the Seine on Wednesday,
would not compete Monday
after falling ill with a stomach
infection. On Sunday, they
announced that Simon
Westermann, who had been
tapped to replace Briffod, also
had to withdraw because of a
gastrointestinal infection.
Westermann had not
participated in any swims in
the Seine.
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Having displayed nerves of
steel to be within touching

distance of a second successive
Olympic medal, the Indian
hockey team will fancy its
chances against familiar foe
and reigning world champion
Germany in the semifinal of
the ongoing Games, hoping to
better the bronze that it
claimed in the Tokyo edition.
India won last of their eight
Olympic gold medals way back
in the 1980 Moscow Games.
Paris provides them a great
opportunity to make history. 
A semifinal win will ensure a
silver for India, which they last
won in the 1960 Rome edition.
The Indians displayed a
tenacious performance against
Britain in the quarterfinal at
the iconic Yves-du-Manoir
Stadium on Sunday.
Playing with 10 men for close
to 40 minutes after Amit
Rohidas was shown a red card
for unintentionally hitting rival
forward Will Calnan on his
face, the Harmanpreet Singh-
led side defended stoutly to
hold Britain 1-1 in regulation
time and force a shoot-out,
where it emerged 4-2 winner.
Veteran goalkeeper P R
Sreejesh, playing his last
international tournament,
seemed to have saved his best
for the last leg of his career as
he made save after save,
including two in the shoot-out,
to seal India’s second
consecutive Olympic semifinal
spot.

It was one of the bravest
performances from the Indians
as in modern day hockey, to
play and win with a man down
is a Herculean task.
And come Tuesday,
Harmanpreet and his men
would not only look to better
the colour of their Tokyo
medal but would also want to
give a befitting farewell gift to
the talismanic Sreejesh who
will walk into the sunset after
the Paris Games.
Nicknamed ‘The Great Wall of
Indian hockey’, Sreejesh has
been phenomenal in the
Games so far, standing like a
warrior in front of the post and
enjoying every moment of his
last hurrah at the Olympics.
Against Britain, Sreejesh made
10 spectacular saves from field
shots. If that was not enough,
he kept out 10 penalty corners.
“When I stepped on this field
today (Sunday), there were two
options for me. This can be my
last match, or I got an
opportunity for two more
matches and I think, yeah, I got
two more matches now,”
Sreejesh said later.
“See, whoever comes in the
semis, we (will) just play our
game. That’s it, that’s
important, because now it’s a
different game, because we are
one man down and we need to
focus on that now.” 
But it won’t be easy for the
Indians as key defender and
first rusher Amit Rohidas has
been suspended from the
semifinal match after receiving
a contentious red card against

Britain, a decision which
Hockey India has appealed. 
Rohidas’ absence will also
weaken India’s options from
penalty corners as he has been
second to Harmanpreet from
set pieces and the entire
responsibility will now rest on
the skipper. 
“Now, these things are not in
our control. While it is a
setback to not have Amit on
the pitch for the semis, we are
focused on the task at hand,”
said Harmanpreet, who has
been India’s leading scorer at
the Games with seven goals. 
“On Sunday, what stood out in
our performance was the
team’s ability to take on the
added responsibility of a key
position that Amit played.
Every player stepped up and
even until the last minute, we
were fighting back.” 
Going by world ranking and
recent head-to-head record,
there is hardly anything to
differentiate between current
world champions and four-
time Olympic gold medallists
Germany from India.
While Germany are ranked
fourth in the world, the
Indians are a rung below. 
Germany, who beat Argentina
3-2 in the quarterfinal, are
familiar opponents for India in
high-stakes tournaments, the
most famous being the bronze
medal match in Tokyo where
India registered a thrilling 5-4
win, thanks a stunning last-
second save by Sreejesh.
In the days leading up to the
Paris Games, India had played
Germany in practice matches
and the Harmanpreet-led side
won five out of those six
contests.
India’s most recent contests
against Germany were in the
FIH Pro League’s London leg
in June this year, where they
defeated the Honamas 3-0
before losing 2-3 in the return
tie. 
“We wanted to play Germany
in the final. At least, that was
what we had discussed
amongst ourselves during
team meetings ahead of the
Olympic Games.
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Many Olympic athletes take
to Instagram to share

news of their exploits, trials,
victories and heartbreaks.
After her fencing event ended
last week, Egypt’s Nada Hafez
shared a little bit more.
She’d been fencing for two, the
athlete revealed - and in fact
had been pregnant for seven
months.
“What appears to you as two
players on the podium, they
were actually three!” Hafez
wrote, under an emotional
picture of her during the
match. 
“It was me, my competitor, &;
my yet-to-come to our world,
little baby!” Mom (and baby)
finished the competition
ranked 16th, Hafez’s best result
in three Olympics.
A day later, an Azerbaijani
archer was also revealed on
Instagram to have competed
while six-and-a-half months
pregnant. Yaylagul
Ramazanova told Xinhua
News she’d felt her baby kick
before she took a shot - and
then shot a 10, the maximum
number of points.
There have been pregnant
Olympians and Paralympians
before, though the
phenomenon is rare for
obvious reasons. Still, most
stories have been of athletes
competing when they’re far
earlier in their pregnancies - or
not even far enough along to
know they were expecting.
Like U.S. Beach volleyball star

Kerri Walsh Jennings, who
won her third gold medal
while, unknowingly, five weeks
pregnant with her third child.
“When I was throwing my
body around fearlessly, and
going for gold for our country,
I was pregnant,” she said on 
“Today” after the London
Games in 2012. She and
husband Casey (also a beach
volleyball player) had only
started trying to conceive right
before the Olympics, she said,
figuring it would take time. But
she felt different, and volleyball
partner Misty May-Treanor
said to her - presciently, it
turned out - “You’re probably
pregnant.”
It makes sense that pregnant
athletes are pushing
boundaries now, one expert
says, as both attitudes and
knowledge develop about what
women can do deep into
pregnancy.
“This is something we’re seeing
more and more of,” says Dr.
Kathryn Ackerman, a sports
medicine physician and co-
chair of the U.S. Olympic and
Paralympic Committee’s
women’s health task force, “as
women are dispelling the myth
that you can’t exercise at a high
level when you’re pregnant.”
Ackerman notes there’s been
little data, and so past decisions
on the matter have often been
arbitrary. But, she says,
“doctors now recommend that
if an athlete is in good
condition going into
pregnancy, and there are no
complications, then it’s safe to

work out, train, and compete at
a very high level.” 
An exception, she says, might
be something like ski racing,
where the risk of a bad fall is
great. 
But in fencing, says the
Boston-based Ackerman, there
is clearly protective padding
for athletes, and in less
physically strenuous sports like
archery or shooting, there’s
absolutely no reason a woman
can’t compete.
It’s not just an issue of physical
fitness, of course. It is deeply
emotional. Deciding whether
and how to compete while
trying to also grow a family is a
thorny calculus that male
athletes simply don’t have to
consider - at least in anywhere
near the same way.
Just ask Serena Williams, who
famously won the Australian
Open in 2017 while pregnant
with her first child. When,
some five years later, she
wanted to try for a second, she
stepped back from tennis - an
excruciating decision.
“Believe me, I never wanted to
have to choose between tennis
and a family,” Williams - who
won four Olympic golds -
wrote in a Vogue essay. “I don’t
think it’s fair. If I were a guy, I
wouldn’t be writing this
because I’d be out there
playing and winning while my
wife was doing the physical
labor of expanding our family.
Maybe I’d be more of a Tom
Brady if I had that
opportunity.”
Williams welcomed Adira
River Ohanian in 2023, joining
older sister Olympia. And
Olympia was the name that
U.S. Softball player Michele
Granger’s mother reportedly
suggested for the baby Granger
was carrying when she pitched
the gold-medal winning game
in Atlanta in 1996. Her
husband suggested the name
Athena. Granger preferred
neither.
“I didn’t want to make that
connection with her name,”
said Granger to Gold Country
Media in 2011. The baby was
named Kady.

INDIA WAITS FOR GOLDEN BOY NEERAJ TO SHINE
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champion Tammara Thibeault of
Canada in her first bout, entered her
Sunday match aggressively against
Michel, quickly dodging the French
boxer’s swipes. Michel received
deafening cheers from French fans,
while Ngamba said she heard boos in
North Paris Arena.
“I think I only listened to boos as I
walked into the ring,” Ngamba said,
adding that the spectators were just
another group of people who didn’t
believe in her throughout her
journey to get where she is today.
While some of the athletes on the
refugee team have already won
Olympic medals for their countries
in past Games, Ngamba has been
seen as the team’s best chance at
medaling in Paris.
The success of Ngamba and other
athletes on the refugee team comes at
a time of record migration and as 100
million people around the world
have been forcibly displaced from
their homes. The Refugee Olympic
Team has nearly quadrupled in size
since its debut. 
The team is “a symbol of inclusion, of
equality, of achievement for a large
community around the world of

refugees and displaced people,” U.N.
High Commissioner for Refugees
Filippo Grandi told the AP in an
interview last week.
Grandi congratulated Ngamba,
writing on X: “You do us all very,
very proud! And now onward to
gold.”
The refugee team was among the first
Olympic delegations to cruise along
the Seine River in the opening
ceremony last week. 
Ngamba’s victory comes as women’s
boxing has drawn intense scrutiny in
recent days as fighters Lin Yu-ting of
Taiwan and Imane Khelif of Algeria
faced a cascade of online abuse, with
comments falsely describing them as
transgender or men. Both boxers
won their fights this weekend as the
IOC backed both women and
warned against turning the
competition into a “witch hunt.”
Looking forward to her next match,
Ngamba wants to keep sending a
message of hope to refugees
everywhere, saying that while she’s
got at least a bronze medal locked
down, she’s going for gold.
“Hopefully in the next round, I will
get the job done - not hopefully.
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Boxer Cindy Ngamba made history
by becoming the first athlete

competing as a refugee to clinch an
Olympic medal. 
The 25-year-old originally from
Cameroon offered hope for the
Refugee Olympic Team that was
created to call attention to the plight
of refugees across the world.
Ngamba’s victory at the Paris Games
comes after a fierce bout with French
boxer Davina Michel in the women’s
75-kilogram quarterfinals in front of
a passionate French crowd. 
Ngamba, who screamed and pumped
her fist when she won, has scored at
least a bronze medal as she advances
to the semifinals Friday night. She
will face Atheyna Bylon, who
ensured that Panama would get its
fourth-ever Olympic medal with her
own win shortly after Ngamba’s fight.
“It means the world to me to be the
first ever refugee to win a medal,”
Ngamba told reporters. “I want to say
to all the refugees around the world
... Keep on working hard, keep on
believing in yourself.”
She was a flag bearer for the 37

athletes making up the biggest
Refugee Olympic Team since the idea
was born ahead of the 2016 Summer
Games in Rio de Janeiro. The
International Olympic Committee
created the team as a way for
displaced athletes and migrants to
participate fully in the Olympics
without help from national
federations.
Ngamba moved to the United
Kingdom at the age of 11 and said she
was granted refugee status in 2021
because she could have been
imprisoned for being gay in
Cameroon. She has said boxing has
been her escape from the chaos - it’s
also lifted her up to the international
stage. 
She told reporters Sunday that she
struggled when she first moved to the
U.K., going from a bubbly kid in
Cameroon to an introvert as she
learned English and adapted to her
new home. She said she found her
home in boxing and on the Olympic
team. 
“I had my family and my team by my
side every day,” she said. “The refugee
team welcomed me with open arms.”
Ngamba, who upset former world
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“Was it a shock? I would say
yes,” said India’s assistant
coach Abhishek Nayar as

he tried to make sense of the
unexpected defeat to Sri Lanka in the
second ODI, blaming it on the spin-
friendly conditions that have the
potential to completely alter the course
of a match.
India’s fragility against spin was once
again on display as leg-spinner Jeffrey
Vandersay wreaked havoc with a six-
wicket haul to hand the visitors a 32-
run defeat in the second ODI here on
Sunday.
“...There is a surprise. But you
anticipate and understand that in these
conditions the game can turn on its
head because there is so much spin on
offer,” Nayar said at the post-match
press conference.
India were chasing 241 on a pitch that
had plenty of assistance for the
spinners, and they ended up at 208 all
out in 42.2 overs. In the previous game
as well, the Indian batters barring
skipper Rohit Sharma had struggled.
“Even if you look at the last game, it
was relatively easy to score against the
new ball. As the ball got older, the
conditions when batting second got
slightly tougher. Sometimes in tough
conditions, especially in the 50-over
format, this happens,” he added.
The assistant coach said the think-tank
will reflect on what has gone wrong so

far.
“We want to go back and understand,
and rectify, why it happened twice in a
row. The day before yesterday, we were
able to stitch partnerships but today we
lost quite a few wickets in a bundle.”
India shuffled their middle order,
promoting Shivam Dube (0) to the
number four spot, while maintaining
the right-left batting combination with
Shreyas Iyer (7) and KL Rahul (0) at
numbers six and seven, respectively.

“My belief is that in any sport, position
only matters if you’re playing in
different areas of a game. We lost
wickets in the middle phase, and that’s
where the middle order batters batted.
It’s not as if middle order batters batted
towards the end.
“The thought process was right. When
it doesn’t work out, these questions are
asked often. But I’ve always believed
that if a middle order batter bats as a
middle order batter, it is the right

decision,” Nayar said.
Nayar feels there is more pressure on
the team batting second.
“When you are batting first, there is
less pressure. When you are chasing,
the pressure is more because you have
to keep an eye on the run rate, wickets.
“Whenever you bat first, you often
have partnerships. Wellalage batted
really well, both in the last game and
this game. They scored important runs
in the lower order.” 
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Former India wicketkeeper
Batter Dinesh Karthik was

on Monday appointed the
league ambassador of the SA20
League.
Karthik, who is the first Indian
player to be associated with the
South African tournament,
retired from all forms of cricket
earlier this year.
“The league has been electric
in the first two seasons with
some of the world’s best players
on show and exciting young

talent putting up their hands
on the global stage,” Karthik
was quoted as saying in a
media release.
“Karthik will be working very
closely with fellow SA20
ambassador AB de Villiers and
the management team to help
strengthen the league’s global
fan base and reinforce brand
awareness across key strategic
markets in India and the
United Kingdom,” the release
added.
Former South Africa captain
and league commissioner

Graeme Smith expressed, “His
exceptional cricketing talent
and personality make him the
perfect fit for our league and
his involvement will
undoubtedly elevate the
league’s status globally and in
India.”
The SA20 comprises six
franchises -- MI Cape Town,
Joburg Super Kings, Durban
Super Giants, Paarl Royals,
Pretoria Capitals, Sunrisers
Eastern Cape, all of which are
owned by the owners of IPL
teams. 
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WITH SO MUCH SPIN ON OFFER, GAME CAN TURN
ON ITS HEAD: INDIA ASSISTANT COACH NAYAR
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Former England and Surrey
batter Graham Thorpe has

died aged 55 after battling a
“serious illness” since 2022, the
country’s cricket board
announced on Monday.
Considered one of the finest
batters of his generation,
Thorpe was hospitalised
shortly after being named the
head coach of Afghanistan in
2022 but the details of his
medical condition are not
known.
He is survived by his wife
Amanda and four children,
Henry, Amelia, Kitty and
Emma.
“It is with great sadness that the
ECB shares the news that
Graham Thorpe, MBE, has
passed away,” ECB said in a
statement, without giving the
exact cause of his death.
“There seem to be no
appropriate words to describe
the deep shock we feel at
Graham’s death. More than
one of England’s finest ever
batters, he was a beloved
member of the cricket family
and revered by fans all over the
world,” the statement read.
Thorpe began his Test career in
1993 with an Ashes century
and repeated the feat on the

return tour, in Perth in
February 1995.
The left-hander was also
instrumental in England’s
back-to-back series wins in
Pakistan and Sri Lanka during
the 2000-01 season.
A lynch-pin of England’s
middle order, he went on to
play 100 Tests for England
between 1993 and 2005 and
averaged 44.66 with 16
centuries.
He also represented the Three
Lions in 82 ODIs, collecting
2830 runs at an average of
37.18.
Thorpe enjoyed success at the
county level as well. He was
picked at the under-11 level by
Surrey and played for them for
17 years, scoring close to
20,000 runs for the team.
“Graham is one of the great
sons of Surrey and there is an
overwhelming sadness that he
will not walk through the gates
of the Oval again. He is a
legend of Surrey and brought
great pride to the Club wearing
both the Three Feathers and
the Three Lions.
“He made outstanding
contributions to the Club as a
cricketer, and as a man, and he
will be so sorely missed,” said
Oli Slipper, Chair at Surrey
CCC.
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Scottie Scheffler was a model
of calm and greatness as he

delivered the greatest closing
round of his career. 
The final two hours were about
charges and collapses, pure the-
ater that ended Sunday with the
Olympic gold medal fittingly
draped around the neck of golf ’s
No. 1 player.
It was only when Scheffler stood
on the top podium, when the
final few bars of the national
anthem belted out across Le Golf
National, that he lost control.
The medal dangling beneath his
right hand fixed across his chest,
Scheffler raised his left arm to
cover the sobs.
Tears are nothing new for
Scheffler. His latest trophy
brought out his very best.
Four shots behind to start the
final round, six shots behind
early on the back nine, Scheffler
birdied five of six holes down the
stretch and matched the course
record with a 9-under 62 for a
one-shot victory over Tommy
Fleetwood.
“It’s been a long week. It’s been
a challenging week. I played
some great golf today, and I’m
proud to be going home with a
medal,” Scheffler said. “These

guys played tremendous golf and
I think we should all be proud
of the golf that we played this
week.” It was a show-stopper, the
best of the three men’s compe-
titions since golf returned to the
Olympic program in 2016 before
30,000 spectators that got their
euros’ worth.
The remarkable surge by
Scheffler, who shot 29 on the
back nine. The relentless play of
Fleetwood (66) and Hideki
Matsuyama, who had birdie
chances on the final six holes
and had to settle for pars for a
65 to win the bronze.
And there was a stunning col-
lapse by Jon Rahm, who saw a
four-shot lead disappear in two
holes and his hopes vanish with
a double bogey; by Rory
McIlroy, one shot behind until
hitting wedge into the water; and
by Xander Schauffele, the PGA
and British Open champion
who had a chance to win anoth-
er gold until playing a four-hole
stretch in 4-over par.
Not to be overlooked was Victor
Perez of France, who hit the
opening tee shot on Thursday
and came within one shot of a
medal on Sunday. He should
know the lyrics to “La
Marseillaise” if he didn’t already.
Fans serenaded him on just
about every tee.
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Stephen Nedoroscik is
leaning into his newfound

stardom as a geeky,
bespectacled, Rubik’s Cube-
solving video gamer who just
won two bronze medals at the
Paris Olympics.
“It’s still just surreal to me. I
wake up in the morning, I’m
like, Oh my gosh, I’m a two-
time Olympic medalist!’ It is so
cool,” he told The Associated
Press. With both medals
hanging around his neck, he
beamed and laughed as he
marveled at his rise to fame
and the attention his specialty
in gymnastics is receiving. 
The 25-year-old U.S. Gymnast
finished third in the pommel
horse on Saturday, five days

after helping the American
men’s team earn bronze - its
first Olympic medal in 16
years. Along the way, he’s
captured the hearts of
Olympics viewers with his
endearing personality and
nerdy tendencies.
Images and clips of Nedoroscik

removing his glasses and
centering himself before
hopping on the pommel horse
for a focused routine have gone
viral. The memes and tweets
have likened him to Clark Kent
taking off his glasses and
transforming into a hero.
“The memes are hilarious and

I’m loving them all,” he said.
Internet fodder aside,
Nedoroscik and his eyeglasses
have brought visibility to an
eye condition called coloboma,
which occurs when part of the
tissue that makes up the eye is
missing. Fans have approached
him thanking him for being a
role model for children who
need to wear glasses. 
“Even just last week, for the
first time, I met someone else
who has the same eye
condition as me,” Nedoroscik
said - a young boy whose
mother said he really wanted to
meet the gymnast. “It was also
my first time meeting someone
outside my family that has that
disease. That was so cool to see
that. And, you know, he was
just so happy.” 
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It was a night for war-torn Ukraine to
rejoice.

Thousands of Ukrainians watched on
YouTube as high jumper Yaroslava
Mahuchikh won gold for the country she
was forced to flee, then celebrated with
two teammates who also medaled at the
Paris Olympics on Sunday.
Iryna Gerashchenko shared bronze in the
high jump and Mykhaylo Kokhan then
claimed a bronze in the hammer throw,
too - doubling Ukraine’s Olympic medal
haul from three to six in the span of about
an hour.
“Medals are very important for Ukraine
because the people are having a very
happy time, and they can cheer us and
they can celebrate this with us and not
think about the war for one day,” Kokhan
said. 
Mahuchikh, who left her home due to the
war with Russia, earned Ukraine’s first

individual gold of these Summer Games,
following a victory in women’s team saber
fencing on Saturday.
She is from Dnipro, a city of nearly 1
million located only about 100 kilometers
(60 miles) from the front lines of the war.
When Russia invaded, she piled as much
as she could into her car and left town
quickly. On her way out, she heard gunfire
and could, at times, see shells raining
down miles away.
The next time she returns, it will be as an

Olympic champion.
Once the medals were assured,
Mahuchikh and Gerashchenko ran down
the track waiving Ukrainian flags,
prompting a standing ovation at the Stade
de France.
Then, when the two high jumpers were
given special permission to run over and
embrace Kokhan, all three Ukrainian
medalists posed together with their blue
and yellow flags.
It wasn’t all about celebrating, though.
Mahuchikh also recalled the “almost 500
sportsman (who) died in this war.
“They will never compete. They will never
celebrate. They will never feel this
atmosphere,” she said, adding that her gold
medal is “really for all of them.”
Mahuchikh succeeds Tokyo gold medalist
Maria Lasitskene, a Russian who - along
with everyone else from her country - has
been banned from track and field’s
international events since the country
invaded Ukraine.
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