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Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy on Monday con-
demned Russia’s overnight and early
morning barrage on his country as
“vile” and said it involved over 100
missiles of various types and about
100 “Shahed” drones.

Ukraines leader said there were
deaths and dozens of injuries and
that the attack caused a lot of
damage to Ukraine’s energy sector.
“Like most previous Russian
strikes, this one was just as vile,
targeting critical civilian
infrastructure. Most of our regions
- from the Kharkiv region and
Kyiv to Odesa and our western

daybreak in what appeared to be
Russia’s biggest attack against
Ukraine in weeks.

Russian forces fired drones, cruise
missiles and hypersonic ballistic
Kinzhal missiles at 15 Ukrainian
regions — more than half the
country, Ukraine’s Prime Minister
Denys Shmyhal said Monday
morning.

“The energy infrastructure has
once again become the target of
Russian terrorists. Unfortunately,
there is damage in a number of
regions,” Shmyhal said, adding
that Ukrain€’s state-owned power
grid operator, Ukrenergo, has been
forced to implement emergency
power cuts to stabilise the system.
He called on Ukraines allies to

MODI AND BIDEN DISCUSS UKRAINE

them on targets inside Russia.

“In order to stop the barbaric
shelling of Ukrainian cities, it is
necessary to destroy the place
from which the Russian missiles
are launched,” Shmyhal said. “We
count on the support of our allies
and will definitely make Russia
pay”

According to Ukraine’s air force,
there were multiple groups of
Russian drones moving toward
eastern, northern, southern, and
central regions of Ukraine,
followed by multiple cruise and
ballistic missiles.

and sea-based weapons and strike
drones against critical energy
infrastructure  facilities  that
support the operation of Ukrain€’s
military-industrial complex. All
designated targets were hit”.

Explosions were heard in the
capital, Kyiv. Power and water
supplies in the city have been
disrupted by the attack, Kyiv
Mayor Vitali Klitschko said.

At least three people were killed —
one in the western city of Lutsk,
one in the central Dnipropetrovsk
region and one in the partially
occupied Zaporizhzhia region in

that surrounds the Ukrainian
capital, five in Lutsk, three in the
southern Mykolaiv region and
four in the neighbouring Odesa
region.

Blackouts and damage to civilian
infrastructure and residential
buildings were reported across the
country, from the region of Sumy
in the east, to the Mykolaiv and
Odesa regions in the south, to the
region of Rivne in the west.

In Sumy, a province in the east that
borders Russia, local
administration said that 194
settlements were in a full power
blackout, while 19 others had a

UKRAINE SENDS RUSSIA ITS 9/11 MESSAGE

introduced emergency blackouts,
saying in an online statement that
‘energy workers throughout the
country work 24/7 to restore light
in the homes of Ukrainians”

In the wake of the barrage and the
power cuts, regional officials all
across Ukraine were ordered to
open “points of invincibility” -
shelter-type places where people
can charge their devices and get

refreshments  during  energy
blackouts, Prime Minister
Shmyhal said.

Such points were first opened in
Ukraine in the fall of 2022, when
Russia targeted the country’s
energy infrastructure with weekly
barrages.

the

eastern part of the country as a
result of the attack.

In Russia, in the meantime,
officials reported a Ukrainian
drone attack overnight and on
Monday morning.

Four people were injured in
Russias central region of Saratov,
where drones hit residential
buildings in two cities. One drone
crashed into a residential high-rise
in the city of Saratov, and another
hit a residential building in the city
of Engels, home to a military
airfield that had been attacked
before, local officials said.

Russia’s Defence Ministry said that
a total of 22 Ukrainian drones
were intercepted overnight and in
the

regions,” Zelenskyy said.
The barrage began

around
midnight and continued beyond

provide Kyiv with long-range
weapons and permission to use

The Russian Defence Ministry
said in a statement that the attacks
used “long-range precision air-

officials.

the southeast, according to local
Thirteen others were
wounded — one in the Kyiv region

energy

partial blackout. Ukraine’s private
company,

DTEK,

In neighbouring Poland,
military said Polish and NATO air
defences were activated in the

including
Yaroslavl regions in central Russia.

morning over eight regions,
the Saratov and

Final countdown in Jammu and Kashmir
Ladakh is now seven districts

MOHIT KANDHARI B JAMMU

The top brass of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on
Monday faced a piquant situa-
tion following a strong backlash
from a section of party work-
ers soon after the party released
a list of 44 candidates for the
upcoming Assembly polls in
Jammu and Kashmir.
However, the original list of
candidates ~ was  swiftly
withdrawn by the party and a
trimmed-down list of 16
candidates for the first round
of polling was released again
to pacify the angry workers
who held a protest at its
headquarters in Jammu and
claimed “parachute
candidates” were picked over
hardworking workers.

Three former MLAs and a
woman candidate, Shagun
Parihar, whose father Ajeet
Parihar and uncle Anil
Parihar were gunned down by
terrorists in Kishtwar district
in November 2018 figured in
the list of 16 candidates.

The party had earlier dropped
names of former Cabinet
Ministers, a Deputy Chief
Minister, and other non-
performing MLAs facing a
high  degree of anti-
incumbency in their
respective constituencies.
Ironically, the same list also
included the names of all
those leaders who joined the
BJP after dumping their
respective parties. Meanwhile,
the party’s high command
went into a huddle in New
Delhi and reviewed the fast-
paced developments taking
place in Jammu, a strong
bastion of BJP. This was
necessitated  as  several
workers threatened to work
against the party in the polls
starting ~ September 18,
warning that their votes
would go against the party

its

thereby
position.
The first list, which caused a
flutter, was cleared by the
National Election Committee
under the chairmanship of

weakening

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi late on Sunday night.
The meeting was also
attended by BJP President JP
Nadda, Home Minister Amit
Shah, General Secretary
(Organisation) BL Santosh,
and other members of the
Central Election Committee
who deliberated on the names
during the two-hour-long
meeting in New Delhi.

As the list was made public via
the social media handles of
the party early on Monday
morning a high-voltage
drama unfolded at the State
party headquarters in Jammu
much to the chagrin of the
party’s high command.
Several senior party leaders,
present in the office, were
surrounded by  slogan-
shouting supporters of leaders
left out of the list.

“I have been working for the
party for the last 18 years and
was expecting a ticket, but the
list of 44 candidates showed

the party has chosen retired
police officer Mohan Lal
Bhagat, who joined BJP just
two days ago. I have worked
tirelessly to bring people into
the party fold,” Jagdish
Bhagat, former president of
SC Morcha told reporters
here at the party
headquarters.

Welcoming the withdrawal of
the initial list, Bhagat said,
“We hope that committed and
long-serving party leaders
would be given preference
over those who have done
nothing for the party”

“If they ignore us, there will be
serious consequences. We will
not allow any wrongdoing and
will protest against this
injustice within the party,
Bhagat said.

Many workers were also seen
protesting at the BJP office
demanding a ticket for Omi
Khajuria from the Jammu
North constituency. In the
withdrawn list, the BJP had
fielded former Congress
leader Sham Lal Sharma from
this seat.

“We have been associated with
the BJP since we attained the
voting age. The party has

MOHIT KANDHARI B JAMMU

The Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on Monday
announced the creation of five
new districts in the Union
Territory of Ladakh, taking
the total number of districts to
seven in the region.

The new districts are Zanskar,
Drass, Sham, Nubra, and
Changthang.

Ladakh currently has only
two districts, Leh and Kargil,
each managed by its
autonomous district council.
Announcing the decision the
Union Home Minister said,
“The Narendra Modi
Government is committed to
creating abundant
opportunities for the people
of Ladakh. The new districts,
namely Zanskar, Drass, Sham,
Nubra and Changthang, will
take the benefits meant for
the people to their doorsteps
by bolstering governance in
every nook and cranny”
Ladakh got a Union Territory
status after the Centre
revoked Article 370, which
gave special status to the
erstwhile State of Jammu and
Kashmir and bifurcated it into
two UTs in 2019. Being a UT,
Ladakh comes under the
direct administrative control
of the Home Ministry.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi also hailed the creation
of five new districts in Ladakh
as a step towards better

{

governance and prosperity.

Zanskar, Drass, Sham, Nubra,
and Changthang will now
receive  more  focused
attention, bringing services
and opportunities even closer
to people, he said,
congratulating them. He said
on X, “Creation of five new
districts in Ladakh is a step
towards better Governance

and prosperity”

Chairman/Chief Executive
Councillor, Ladakh
Autonomous Hill
Development Council, Tashi
Gyalson also  extended
greetings to both Modi and
Shah  for the historic
announcement.  Engineer

turned education reformer
and environmentalist Sonam
Wangchuk also welcomed the
announcement and hoped the
newly created districts would
be administered by the
Independent district councils
under the sixth schedule.

overlooked Omi Khajuria, a
popular leader in Jammu
North and chosen Sham Lal
Sharma.

In the original list, the party
had dropped senior leaders,
including former Deputy

Chief Minister Nirmal Singh
and former ministers Sat Paul
Sharma, Bali Bhagat, Priya
Sethi and Sham  Lal
Choudhary and Sukhnandan
Choudhary.

SAUGAR SENGUPTA W KOLKATA

Former RG Kar Medical
College principal Dr Sandip
Ghosh aided by his “team of
crony doctors” and even an
advocate had taken all the
measures so as to “sabotage and
dilute” the forensic test results
of the victim postgraduate lady
doctor who had allegedly been
raped and murdered in the
night intervening August 8
and 9 triggering massive
nation-wide stir paralysing
medical services both in Bengal
and other parts of India.

According to a former head
clerk of the RG Kar mortuary
section Ghosh had influenced
the constitution of “team of
doctors who belonged to his
own coterie” to perform the
autopsy test. This was done by
ignoring and keeping out
“very senior doctors of the
forensic department of the
Hospital,” he said adding also
that “despite the RG Kar
Hospital has a most modern
system of preservation of dead
bodies with 68 chambers... in
4 degree temperature... the
forensic team conducted an
hurried autopsy in about one
hour” while the police threw
all norms and protocols to the

stunned by psychopath rapist

wind by disposing off the
body in a matter of a few
hours.

“The autopsy report seems to
have been prepared in a most
amateurish manner... proper
terms have not been used in
right places... minute details
have been avoided... which
will make it very difficult for
the prosecution to prove the
case beyond doubts ... a good
defence lawyer will pierce
through the prosecution case
and it will be difficult for the
Court to award punishment
to the prime accused who is
now in CBI custody;” said Dr
Subarna Goswami a senior
doctor.

Besides, buttressing the CBI’s
arguments footages have gone
viral in the social media
where it is seen that a number
of “outside doctors and an
advocate belonging to a
political party” who are not
connected to the RGKMCH
visiting  the  place  of
occurrence along with Dr
Sandip Ghosh in the night of
August 9, hours after the
victim’s body was discovered.
The said former head clerk of
the Hospital also questioned
the reason behind the police
failing to cordon off the area

RG Kar Medical College and Hospital junior doctors during their sit-in protest
against the alleged rape and murder of a trainee doctor, in Kolkata, on Monday PTI

and allowing Dr Ghosh and
his friends to visit the place of
occurrence and hold meeting
there.

“If what is being said is true
then the conduct of these
people is under question ...
the role of the police should
come under the scanner... the
thumb rule is that after a
heinous crime like this
everyone around comes
under suspicion and so no
one... even the principal... let
alone any outsider should be

allowed in the PO and here
people roamed about the area
freely... the question is whose

interests they were serving,
asked the said head clerk of

the hospital.
Meanwhile, in a related
development the Kolkata

Police on Monday declared
illegal the protest march
towards the State Secretariat
Nabanna demanding the
resignation of Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee as illegal
and warned that strict action

would be taken against those
who would play mischief.
Additional Director General
of Police (South Bengal)
Supratim Sarkar said, “An
unknown students’
organisation called
Paschimbanga Chhatra Samaj
has given us intimation — but
not sought any permission —
that they will be taking a
procession to the prohibited
areas... one of their leaders
yesterday met a senior
politician at a five star hotel...
apparently making their
intentions to create trouble...
they as well as all the right
thinking people of the State
are  requested not to
participate in such protest
march” He also said a joint
forum of citizens had indeed
sought such permission but
that had been “rejected”
considering law and order
issues and also a UGC NET
exam scheduled for Tuesday.
However, the leadership of the
students’ wing said it would
march towards the Nabanna
and force the Chief Minister
to resign “taking
responsibility as the Health
Minister and the Home
Minister of the State for the
RG Kar incident”

IVIaIayaIam women call out
sleazy film industry men

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN M KOCHI

T turmoil faced by
Malayalam film industry
got worsened on Monday with
three more actresses alleging
that veteran actors sexually
abused them in the course of
movie making and script
discussions.

The prominent actors to face
the accusation of sexual
molestation are Mukesh, who
is a CPI(M) MLA, Baburaj, an
actor essaying the roles of evil
characters, Jayasoorya, a
Kerala State Film Award
winner for the best actor
category and Manian Pillai
Raju.

This is not the first time
Mukesh, who hails from a
family of artists in Kollam,
figures in a controversy.

His first wife Saritha, South
India’s prominent actress who
had bagged national awards
for her  portrayal of
challenging characters in
Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam and
Kannada films, “ran away”
with her sons to escape torture
by the actor-turned-politician.
Methil Devika, eminent
danseuse whom he married
later too gave up on him and
left his household following
the ill-treatment by Mukesh
and divorce proceedings are
on in a family court.

A junior artiste was the first
person on Monday to come out
with allegations of sexual abuse
against Baburaj (who is also the
vice-president of AMMA),
Shine Tom Chacko and
Sreekumar Menon (ad film
maker).

The day also saw a senior
artiste accusing Jayasoorya,
Idavela Babu, and MP Raju for

their sexual misdemeanor
towards her.

“Since these people hold
important  positions in

Association of Malayalam
Movie Artists, female artists are
afraid to file any complaints
against them. The situation in
Malayalam film industry is that
the female artistes have to make
alot of compromises to survive
in the profession,” she said.
Even as this report is being
filed, Geetha Vijayan, a film
actress who was rated as the
star of the future by critics,
disclosed that she was ousted
from the industry for not
making any kind of
adjustments with the directors
and lead artists who
approached her seeking sexual
favours.

“I have come out of many
projects asking them to get
lost. Though I lost may
chances, looking back, I feel
happy and satisfied,” said
Geetha Vijayan.

The current upheaval in
Malayalam  film industry
started with the release of K
Hema Committee Report on
the  victimisation and
harassment faced by women
artistes in Malayalam industry.
The report “claimed” two
persons on Sunday viz Ranjith
(moviemaker and chairman of
Government run-Chalachitra
Academy) and Siddique,
general secretary of AMMA
who were accused of
inappropriate behaviour by
Bengali actress Sreelekha
Mitra and an upcoming artist
Revathy Sampath.

Both Ranjith and Siddique
have resigned from their
official positions.

The Kerala Government on
Monday appointed a Special
Investigation Team consisting
of women IPS officers to probe
the findings of the Hema
Committee Report and also to
look into the complaints by the
women artistes.

Ministers and bureaucrats got
a reprieve from the heart
rending  devastation  of
Wayanad as the focus is on the
spicy reports emerging from
Mollywood. Even the evening
debates in Malayalam satellite
news channels have been
monopolised by discussions
on sexual abuse featuring the
stars.

Bole Kangana, bole BJP

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

Expressing disagreement
with MP Kangana Ranaut’s
remarks on the farmers’
protests, the BJP on Monday
said the Lok Sabha MP from
Mandi had been directed to not
make such statements in the
future. This came after Ranaut
stoked a controversy by sug-
gesting that the farmers’
protests could have led to a
Bangladesh-like situation in
the country if the top leader-
ship was not strong enough.
The BJP MP from Mandi
recently alleged that “rapes,
murders” were committed
during the farm struggle, but
farmers continued to stage
protests. In a video shared by
the Mandi MP on X, she
alleged that “bodies were
hanging and rapes were taking
place” during the farmers
protest against the now-
repealed three farm laws.

“The statement made by the
BJP MP in the context of the
farmers’ movement is not the
opinion of the party. The
Bharatiya  Janata ~ Party
expresses its disagreement with
the statement made by
Kangana Ranaut,” the BJP said
in a statement.

On behalf of the BJP, Ranaut is
neither ~ permitted  nor
authorised to make statements

on the party’s policy issues, it

said. “On Dbehalf of the
Bharatiya Janata Party, Ranaut
has been directed not to make
any such statements in future;”
the statement said.

“The BJP is committed to
follow the principles of ‘Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka
Vishwas and Sabka Prayas’ and
social harmony;” it added.
Ranaut’s comments come at
an awkward time for the BJP,
with Assembly elections in
Haryana just weeks away.
Party insiders maintained
Ranaut’s statement might
serve as a fresh trigger for
farmers’ outrage against the
party and adversely impact its
prospects in certain farmer-
centric areas.

During the recently held Lok

Sabha elections, BJP
candidates faced a stiff
opposition from farmers

while campaigning in the
State. A BJP leader said at
present, there was no
resentment among farmers
against the party, but Ranaut’s
statement could create trouble
for the candidates as
campaigning progressed.

Farmer organisations have
expressed anger over the way
Ranaut has again raked up
issues pertaining to farm
protests, calling her a
“habitual offender” and have
asked the Punjab
Government and the Centre
to investigate at whose
instance she is “spitting
venom” against the protesters.
Farmers also see a
“conspiracy” to create trouble

to get support for her
upcoming film.
Congress leader Randeep

Singh Surjewala has also
posted on X wishing the BJP

MP to “Get well soon,
Kangana!”.
He asked, “Why do BJP

people hate the country’s food
providers so much? Were
these just Kangana’s words or
did someone else copy them?”
BJP has always lied, deceived,
conspired and oppressed our
farmers. And once again a BJP
MP has made baseless
allegations against our food
providers”
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PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Surinder Kaur W/O No
JC149514W rank Sub. Kishan
Chand W/NO 10 Mohalla
Dharampur Tehsil Dasuya Distt
Hoshiarpur declare that in My
Husband's Army record My
Name Surendar Kaur and My
Date of Birth 09-10-1954 Written
Wrongly. Actually My Name is
Surinder Kaur and Date of Birth
is 20-07-1957.

1, Jagjit Singh Kalirao S/o
Bir Singh R/o House No. 170,
Ward No. 16, Kalirao Mohalla,
Khanna {Distt. Ludhiana}
declare that on some documents
my name has been mentioned
as Jagjit Singh and on some
other documents my name is
mentioned as Jagjit Singh
Kalirao. That Jagjit Singh and
Jagjit Singh Kalirao is one and
same person of both names.

I, Bhupinder Kaur Kalirao
W/o Late Harijit Singh Now W/o
Jagjit Singh Kalirao R/o House
No. 170, Ward No. 16, Kalirao
Mohalla, Khanna {Distt.
Ludhiana} declare that on some
documents my name has been
mentioned as Bhupinder Kaur
W/o Jagjit Singh and on some
other documents my name is
mentioned as Bhupinder Kaur
Kalirao W/o Jagjit Singh Kalirao.
That Bhupinder Kaur W/o Jagjit
Singh and Bhupinder Kaur
Kalirao W/o Jagjit Singh Kalirao
is one and same person of both
names.

It Is For General Information
That Sukhdev Kumar Sharma
S/0 Sant Ram R/O # 109, Ward
No. 7, Guru Arjun Dev Nagar,
Bhucho Mandi District Bathinda,
Punjab-151101 Declares That
The Name Of My And My Wife
Has Been Wrongly Written As
Sukhdev Singh And Sonia In My
Minor Son Gurbaz Singh Aged
17 Years 10th Class Mark Sheet
And Certificate. The Actual
Names Of My And My Wife Are
Sukhdev Kumar Sharma And
Monika Sharma Respectively,
Which May Be Amended
Accordingly.

I, Gurmit Kaur W/o
Charanijit Singh R/o Vill. Jallowal
PO Jallowal khanoor, Distt.
Hoshiarpur-146104 have
changed my name to Gurmeet
Kaur. Concerned Note.

I, Paramjit Singh S/o
Mohinder Singh, House 8-A,
Sector 34-D, Chandigarh have
changed my name from Paramijit
Singh to Paramijit Singh Bal.

It is for general information
that | Aman Deep Kaushal s/o
Shri Madan Mohan Sharma r/o
466-M, SF, Ambrosia, Omaxe
Phase-2, New Chandigarh,
declare that name of mine has
been wrongly written Amandeep,
in my Service Book. The actual
name of mine is Aman Deep
Kaushal, respectively which may
be amended accordingly.

I, Balwant Singh S/o
Sawaran Singh R/o Vill. Simbli
PO Mehtiana Distt. Hoshiarpur
Punjab have changed my name
from Balvant Singh to Balwant
Singh. Concerned Note

1, Raj Kumar S/o Nathu Ram
R/o Mohalla Ranka V.P.O
Hariana Distt. Hoshiarpur have
changed my name to Shiv
Kumar. Concerned Note

I, Smt. Surjeet Kaur W/o
No. 266029 Ex Cpl Sarbjeet
Singh R/o H.No. A-3, New
Gautam Nagar, Una Road Distt.
Hoshiarpur Punjab have changed
my name from Surjeet Kaur to
Surjit Kaur and my date of birth
from 29 years to 15-07-1946.

CHANGE OF NAME

1, Smt. Gurmit Kaur W/o No.
1538570L Ex Nk Surjit Singh R/o
VPO Bombeli Tehsil Garhshankar
Distt. Hoshiarpur Punjab have
changed my name from Gurmit
Kaur to Gurmeet Kaur and my
date of birth from 32 years (As per
PPO) to 20-03-1956.

I, Smt. Krian Ohri W/o No.
270692 Late Cpl Jaswant Singh
R/o  H.No. B-1/131, Moh.
Gobindgarh  Tehsil & Distt.
Hoshiarpur Punjab have changed
my name from Krian Ohri to Kiran
Ohri. Concerned note.

I, Rabinder Rana S/o Ram
Kishan Rana R/o #951, Sector-4,
Haripur, Panchkula (Haryana)
declare that Ravinder Singh Rana
& Rabinder Rana Both name
belongs to same person.

I, Paramjeet Singh S/o
Jatinder Singh R/o Barri Karoran
Nada, Nayagaon, Distt.SAS
Nagar, Mohali declare that have
converted my religion from Hindu
to Muslim and my name from
Paramjeet Singh to Feroz Khan.

I, Harsheen Kaur D/o
Rajdeep Singh R/o #169, Sector-
12, Panchkula (Haryana) have
changed my name from
Harsheen Kaur to Harsheen Kaur
Manaise.

I, Kamal Saini S/o Agya
Ram R/o Village Kohdabhura,
Tehsil Naraingarh, District Ambala
have changed my name from
Kamal to Kamal Saini.

I, Saroj Bala W/o
Dharmender Kadian R/o B9/890J,
Gali no. 3, Harbanspura, Yamuna
Nagar have changed my name
from Saroj Bala to Saroj Kadian.

I, Charanjeet S/o Jaswant
R/o VPO Mahilpur, Distt:
Hoshiarpur, Punjab 146105 have
changed name from Charnjit to
Charanjeet. It is Certified That |
Have Complied with Other Legal
Requirements in this Connection.

I, Dayaram Son of Sh.
Sitaram Resident of Gandel Post
Office, Kot Beja Tehsil, Kasauli
District, Solan, Himachal Pradesh
declare that my daughter name
Kamini Thakur is wrongly entered
in the Gram Panchayat Family
Registered Record. Whereas in
other government documents my
daughter name is Mishika Thakur.
My daughter correct name is
Mishika Thakur. all please
concerned note.

I, Rajesh Kumar Saini S/o
Ram Swaroop R/o House no
397/4, Chandana road, near Dr
Surjeet health Clinic, azad nagar
ward no 29, Kaithal, Haryana, Pin
Code (136027) have changed my
name from Rajesh saini to Rajesh
Kumar Saini.

I, Ravinder Kumar Son Of
Shri Tulsi Ram, Resident Of
House No: 1012, Sector 37 B,
Chandigarh. Have Changed My
Name From Ravinder Kumar To
Ravinder Kumar Sidana.

I, Neetu W/o Sunil Kumar
Bedi R/o Ghumman Road, Mehta
Chowk, Tehsil Baba Bakala,
Amritsar, Punjab- 143114 have
changed my name from Neetu to
Nitu Bala.

I, Bhawna D/o Sanjay Gupta
residing at Jugial Road, Near
Radha Swami Satsang Bhawan,
Chak Madho Singh, Pathankot,
Punjab-145001, have changed
my name to Bhawna Gupta.

I, Pankaj S/o Baldev Raj R/o
H3/2843, Gali No.2, Jaura Phatak
Dashmesh Nagar, Amritsar have
changed my name from Pankaj to
Pankaj Sunak

I, Manjinder Kaur W/o
Mukhtar Singh R/o VPO Mallian
Tehsil and Dsitrict Amritsar have
declare that my Kaur is my
Surname and Manjinder is my
Given name

I, Jasleen Kaur D/o Muktar
Singh R/o VPO Mallian Tehsil and
Dsitrict Amritsar have declare that
Jasleen is my Given name and
Kaur is my Surname

I, Shamma Sharma W/o
Chiranjiv. Kumar R/o H.No.15,
Phase 2, Hargobind Avenue,
Majitha Road, Amritsar have
changed my name from Shamma
Sharma to Shama Sharma

1, Mandeep Singh S/o Jasbir
Singh R/o H.N0.908 B, Housing
Board Colony, HIG Flats, Ranijit
Avenue, Amritsar have changed
my name from Mandeep Singh to
Mandeep Singh Gambhir

I, Sawraj Kaur Dhillon W/o
Jatinder Singh Dhillon R/o VPO
Dial Shahabpur, Distt. Tarn Taran
have changed my name Sawraj
Kaur Dhillon to Sawraj Kaur

I, Gayatri W/o Pankaj
Malhotra R/o 2857, Gali Gujjran
Wali, Jandiala Guru Distt Amritsar
have changed my name from
Gayatri to Gaytri Malhotra

I, Kanika Kohli W/o Suraj
Kalsi R/o D-3, Shiv Nagar Batala
Road, Amritsar have changed my
name from Kanika Kohli to Kanika
Kalsi

I, Gurdip Singh S/o Swaran
Singh R/o Shankarpura,
Gurdaspur have changed my
name from Gurdip Singh to
Gurdeep Singh.

I, Sukhwinder Singh S/o
Nirmal ~ Singh R/o  Near
Gurudwara, VPO Malanwali,
Amritsar have changed my name
Sukhwinder is my Given name
and Singh is my Surname

I, Shivani Dhawan D/o
Sukhdev Raj Dhawan R/o Meera
Kot Chowk, Kherabad Road
Sunder Nagar Amritsar have
changed my son’s name from
Mayur to Mayur Luthra.

1, Minakshi W/o Labh Singh
R/o Village Niharsi Postoffice
Jansui, District Ambala, have
changed my name from Minakshi
to Minakshi Rani.

1, hitherto known as Virender
Singh S/o Prem Singh Kadyan,
R/o g.t. road, near namastey
chowk, opposite pankaj filling
station, Karnal (Rural) (Part) (1),
Karnal, Karnal, Haryana -132001,
have changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Virender
Singh Kadyan.

I, Anita Devi W/O Vikash
Kumar R/O. Flat No-725, Tower
No-13, Chinar Homes, Peer
Muchella, Zirakpur, Distt.- Sas
Nagar, Pin-140603, Punjab. |
Have Changed My Name From
Anita Devi To Anita Boora For All
Future Purposes.

I, Simran Kaur W/O Gurjeet
Singh R/O Vpo Balana Distt
Ambala | Have Changed My
Name From Simran Kaur To
Simranjeet Kaur

I, Shivay Goyal S/o Rakesh
Goel R/o House No 260, Urban
Estate, Sector 8, Ambala City
134003 have changed my name
from Shivay Goyal to Shivay
Goel.

I, Rakesh Goyal S/o
Gajanand R/o House No 260,
Urban Estate, Sector 8, Ambala
City 134003 have changed my
name from Rakesh Goyal to
Rakesh Goel.

I, Sukhdev Kaur W/o
Swaran Singh R/o Village Milk
Sukhi, Post Office Mandhar,
Tehsil Jagadhri, Distt Yamuna
Nagar have changed my name
from Sukhdev Kaur to
Sukhwinder Kaur.

I, Gurbaksh Singh S/o Sh.
Gulzar Singh R/o Village Bahia
Tehsil Rania, Distt. Sirsa
(Haryana) have declare that
Singh is my surname and
Gurbaksh is my given name.

I, Ram Kanti (old name) W/o
Purushottam R/o Barwala, District
Hisar declare that | have changed
my name from Ram Kanti to
Kanti. There is no court case/
bank loan in my old name. If
found, | will be responsible for it.

I, Mahabir Prasad S/o
Kishan Lal R/o 1st FLOOR, MC
Unit No-1 450, Nand Ram Katla,
Near Hanuman Mandir, Bhiwani-
127021, Haryana, declare that |
have changed my name from
Mahabir Soni to Mahabir Prasad
for all further purposes.

I, Manjeet Kaur R/o
H.No.189, Partap Nagar, Model
Town Tehsil & District Pathankot,
Declare That All Document My
Name is Mentioned as Manjeet
Kaur, But My Husband Passport
No-01236270 My Name s
Manjeet Kour, So Manjeet Kaur
And Manjeet Kour Are One of The
Same Person, Kindly Note.

I, Satwinder Kaur Toor w/o
Arjan Singh R/o H No.306/8,
Improvement Trust, Tibri Road,
Scheme No.7, Near New Bus
Stand, Gurdaspur (Pb) have
changed my name from
Satwinder Kaur Toor to Satwinder
Kaur . Concerned note.

1, Arjan Singh Toor s/o Barita
Ram R/o H no.306/8,
Improvement Trust, Tibri Road,
Scheme no.7, Near New Bus
stand, Gurdaspur (Pb) have
changed my name from Arjan

Singh Toor to Arjan Singh.
Concerned note.
I, Urmila Devi W/o Rajbir

R/o Neewan House, Near Sahnai
Palace, Ward No 1, Ladwa,
District-Kurukshetra, Pin-136132,
Haryana, have changed my name
from Urmila Devi to Urmila
(Name) Devi (Surname).

I, Shweta W/o Devender
Kumar R/o 49/4 Ram Nagar
Tohana Distt Fatehabad, have
changed my name Shweta to
Shweta Narang for all future
purposes.

I, Babita Rani W/o Gulzar
Malik R/o H.No. 182, Vashisth
Colony, Tehsil Thanesar District
Kurukshetra, have changed my
name from Babita Rani to Babit
Malik.

I Lakhwinder Singh S/O
Bakhshish Singh v & po
Khawaspur  Distt  Tarntaran
declare by affidavit that | have
changed my name from
Lakhwinder singh to Singh
Lakhwinder because my present
record is new name Singh
Lakhwinder. Concern may note.

I Gagandeep Sodhi w/o
Kuldeep Singh Sodhi d/o Dilbag
Singh R/o Burraguijjar road, street
no. 7, New Garden Colony, Sri
Muktsar Sahib, Punjab-
152026Have Changed my Name
to Gagandeep Kaur Sodhi All
concern note it

| Meenu Begum W/O Irshad
Khan R/O Chotta Bans Radaur
Rural (45) Radaur . That | Have
Change My Name From Meenu
Begum To Manisha Khan.

| Paviter Kaur wife of
Surinder Singh resident of village
Gadhauli Kalan, tehsil Jagadhri,
District Yamunanagar, Haryana,
India have changed my name
from Pavitar Kaur mundi to
Paviter Kaur concerned please
may note.

I, Harikesh Bhola S/o Sh.
Ramesh Kumar R/o Rajana Kalan
Teh. Safidon, Distt. Jind
(Haryana) | have declared that my
Father's actual name is Ramesh
Kumar, but in all my documents
his name is Ramesh Chand. So |
want to correct his name Ramesh
Kumar in place of Ramesh
Chand. Affidavit dt 23/08/2024.
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|, Paras Gupta S/o Bharat Bhushan
Gupta R/o #3482, Sector-37D,

Chandigarh declare that | have lost my
original allotment letter dated-03-05-
1982 Bearing No.7154-55 & lease deed
dated-02-08-1983 in favour of Umrao
Singh Sfo Dyal Singh. Lost on 20-08-
2024. Which Police Report LAR No.
2024/026085. If anybody found please
send above address.

fer 579 fan & T=ardt 0% 37 9t
niEmEE- 9150004003,
get fEaran- 9592399200,
el gRu fHw- 9878891282

v o A

T FEIER
IRrere) F7Ten 2 ae) IR A /It s aven

R TR -5 -3 SR R 30l oo
el ol O3 . 4 Ao we Rl e =
203/5 BRI OR g |
TATHIER R A IR N T (e Ufeis)
= gt fv o 2 fis =, ot doom v O
BRI U fiv GEde e doe e g

T e TR

Ay de W=

BRI TS v W AReR
mmmmmmmamma
e e o fren 21 et e g et oot e
Resis 07-08-2016 TeN & FT ek Gt L
ot T g R @ S R 03-08-
2016 DA
et

B 7 & TR T UER &1,
2. 38D AR B () 3. mw
4. R wef (01 T 31 5o T
afvay Gl Mmﬂm&a}
e R m Ima TE D
5 e 3 i e e & 25

B ek Ua D1 Qo a1 I 2 o 5 v &
30 Rt % JeaR-3ege JuiExTeR & wwieE 3
TR o e feedt S ool R 3 e
mdmmiuﬁémﬁmmﬂuﬁmﬂ
<o vt O BRI ol Sl
aaﬁam S ol & TS S el IR OB
afen T v Res 21-08-2004 @ 3R
BTSR QA IRITH B AE BRI I o 3wl
IR TR - - A wes R Ao ey

Pu h!lc Notice

Public and the
are Informed that a sale dm'pmpeny transfer any
other etc. has been presented by the buyer before the
Sub-Registrar Joint Sub-Registrar, according to which
the shop situated in Ekta Vihar area of Waka Patti
Jhamra Shahabad, whose old property number is
HSMCW 1000392, and new properly number is
BCDBRA20, with area of 19,00 varg gaj, Which Is
Krishan Kumar Sfo Ajit Singh, R/o Vill. Sudhpur, Tehsil
Thanesar, Kurukshetra and Karmavir Sfo Gyan
Chand, Rio village Kheda, Tehsil Thanesar,
Kurukshetra, by the sefler, nglsh'ylsbbesoldloMrs
Neha Budhiraja wife of Shri Bhavya B ja, Rio
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Website: www.nawanshahrsugar.com

Lubrication system (3) Retrofitting

tender is 16.09.2024 upto 05:00
contract job tender will be opened

http//eproc.punjab.gov.in and for off

THE NAWANSHAHR COOPERATIVE SUGAR MILLS LT!

NAWANSHAHR, Distt.Shaheed Bhagat Singh Nagar{Pb.) PIN-144514
Ph:. 01823-222021, 222039, E-mail:dcsm_nsr@yahoo.com/dcsmnsr@gmail.com

GSTIN No.: 03AAAFD5602K2ZV

TENDER NOTICE 2024-25
On Line E-Tender are invited for purchase of (1) Wilo/ Kirlosker make
Injection pump, capacity 750 m%hr & 1500 m¥hr (2) Centralized

of DC 4 speed Cfg. panel with

PLC (ABB/Siemens/Parker make) (4) Conveyor belt with bucket for
sugar elevator (5) Planetary gear box (6) GI/GC/ACC Sheets (7)
Quad body Tube plate with Calendria (8) Construction of new
Gurudwara Sahib at Mill site (9) Civil material for Gurudwara Sahib
building. And off line tenders for purchase of various Mill machinery
parts and contract jobs. Last date for submission of e-Tender is
24.09.2024 upto 05:00 PM & The same will be opened on
25.09.2024 upto 02:00 PM onwards, if required Negotiation will be
held on same day at 03:00 PM. The last date for submission of off line

PM and purchase material &
on 18.09.2024 upto 10:00 AM

onwards, Negotiation if required will be held on same day at 11:00
AM. For e-tender detail are available on the Punjab Govt. website

line tenders are available on our

website www.nawanshahrsugar.com Any change/corrigendum/
addendum will be uploaded on above website.
The undersigned reserve the right to reject/Postpone any or all
ofthe tender without assigning any reason.

GENERAL MANAGER

said Notice.

Pi1ciICcI Bank

SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE

Branch Office: ICICI Bank Limited Plot No-23, Shal Tower, 3rd Floor,

New Rohtak Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi- 110005

The Authorised ICICI Bank Officer under the Securitisation, Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of the powers conferred under section 13(12) read
with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued Demand Notices to the borrower(s)
mentioned below, to repay the amount mentioned in the Notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of the

Having failed to repay the amount, the Notice is issued to the borrower and the public in general that the
undersigned has token symbolic possession of the property described below, by exercising powers
conferred on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said rules on the below-
mentioned dates. The borrower in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal
with the property. Any dealings with the property will be subject to charges of ICICI Bank Limited.

Sr. Name of the Description of Pro f Date of Demand| Name of
No{ Borrower(s)/ Loan Date of Symbolic Pngseergton N",:‘g‘;gg}? "t| Branch
Account Number ce (Rs)
1.| Bharat Bhushan Plot No. 109, 3rd Foor Khasra No. 130(3-14), June 05' 2024 | Ambala/
Blodhi/ Nidhi Sharma/ 131(4 0), 132(4-0), 133(1 14£ 134(K 4), 135(4- Rs. Zirakpur/
LBAMB00005383901/ |0), 136(4-0), 13?( -14), 138 itte 9, Vide | 24.09,966/- | Baddi/
LBAMB00005404590 |Khewat/khatoni No. 1/1, 0 Blghn Biswa 13-1/3 Panchkula

Biswasi le. 13-1/3/13200, Share of Total Land
33.33S
Rehmat

Yards of 100

. Yard), Situated At
omes, V'llcl

ishanpura, M.c & Sub-
tehsil Zirakpur, Tehsnl era Bassi Distt. Sas
Nagar Punjab- 140603/ August 22, 2024

Date : August 27, 2024
Place : Zirakpur

The above-mentioned borrowers(s)/guarantors(s) is/are hereb};
amount, else the mortgaged properties will be sold after 30 days
per the provisions under Rules 8 and 9 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002

rom the

issued a 30 day Notice to repay the

date of gublis hing this Notice, as

Sincerely Authorised Signatory
For ICIC) Bank Ltd. -/

Huno. 84/14, Subhash Nagar, Shahabad

Kurukshetra. Document has been presented for
registration in this office on date 26062024 If any
person of has any sganding 1ha
fitle or ip of the land i

this document, then hafsha ahould 1:oa|'s'x:mdh|I came hn
the office of the S

within 15mysammmmw:ummla1edmm
above mentioned land to mawi&hymmﬁww
After 15
duys of being pub1|shsd in the newspaper, this
document will be registered by taking action as per

T, Sub-Reglstrar/Joint Sub-Reglstrar

Shahabad Markanda |

PUBLIC NOTICE

| KOSELYA W/o AM| LAL R/o
Ellenabad, Tehsil Ellenabad, Distt. Sirsa is
owner of A HOUSE bearing Property Id
No. BMBORKGE measuring 100.00 sq.
Yards situated at Village Dhani Jatan,
Ellenabad, Distt. Sirsa vide sale deed No.
1223 dtd, 18-08-2008 duly registered at
Sub Raglslra: Ellenabad. | have lost m 7y
previous original sale deed 1223 did, 0
11-2023 somewhere. If found please
contact 9466024355 within 7 days of this
Notice. If this deed is found mortgage in
any bank | am fully responsible for this

FEH
ﬂﬁéﬁﬁﬁ‘iﬂﬂﬁm

PUBLIC NOTICE

| Neelam Devi w/o Ravinder r/o village
Bhaupur tehsil israna distt Panipat do
hereby declare | have lost my sale
deed vasika no. 240/1 dated 11.5.2006
and sale deed vasika no. 2003 dated
1.2.2007 in village Bhaupur Panipat on
dated 20.7.2024. if someone found the
same plz contact at my address

Classified Advertisement

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

It is here by informed to general public at large that|
Suraj Bhan Sfo Suber Singh has availed secured
loan on his property Le., PlotHouse having U.LD.
No. -~ 0610185TROO0D00IHDOTS, measuring 328,99
Sq. Mirs, situated at Lal Dora of Village Satrod Kalan,
Tehsil and District Hisar. (Punjab/Haryana/]
Chandigarh) from Muthoot Homefin itd for Rs.
8,65,018 vide proposal number HIS-PRC-000830
from its branch office at Hisar Haryana. That the said
Suraj Bhan Sio Suber Singh is the owner of above
said land measuring 328.99 sq. Mirs vide registered
sale cerificate no. 7602 dated 18.08.2021 as)
executed by Surender Singh Gram Sachiv of Village
Satrod Kalan Tehsil and District Hisar and registered
at SRO Hisar. And Suraj Bhan Sio Suber Singhisa
sole owner of the above property and here is no co-
sharer in the property, if anybody having any right
Mitlefitigation/claim or claiming any prior fights or|
interest in any manner in above mentioned property|
as perregistered sale cerfificate, then mal

the undersigned and submit objection within 7 days|
from the date of this public notice with Advocate
Bhupander Kumar # 1591 # 2959499381, Sector|
16-17, Hisar. After expiry of this period, no daim shall
be entertained and such claim shall be falseffake/
frivolous/ fraudulent and baseless claim and shall
have no value inthe eyes of law,

I, Monica Bibbly Sood Rjo # 131 Sector 4
Mansa Devi Complex, Panchkula, is changing
my minor daughter’s name from Samaira to
Samaira Dsouza, born on 27/05/20089. This
is to notify the general public that Samaira
and Samaira Dsouza is the same person.
That the name Samaira Dsouza will be used
for all legal purposes and all public records.

PUBLIC NOTICE

|, Monica Bibbly Sood Rjo # 131 Sector 4
Mansa Devi Complex, Panchkula, is changing
my minor son’s name from Yuvan to Yuvan
Dsouza, bom on 27/05/2009, This is to
notify the general public that Yuvan and
Yuvan Dsouza is the same person. That the
name Yuvan Dsouza will be used for all legal
purposes and all public records.
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23/08/2024

THE CHANDIGARH SECTOR 22 CO-0P HOUSE BUILDING (1ST) SOCIETY LTD.
, SECTOR 48-C, CHANDIGARH. (ASHIANA ENCLAVE)

PLOT NO.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUB CONVEYANCE DEED/ TRANSFER OF FLAT/ SHARE ON THE BASIS OF AGREEMENT TO SELL

It is hereby notified for the information of General Public that the following person who is
claiming himself to be the holder of "Agreement to Sell", has applied for NOC for Sale
Deed|Transfer of the under mentioned Flat/ Share in his name as per the Chandigarh
Administration, Finance Department Endst.
22.01.20216, notification no. 31/1/452-UTFI(4)-2018/21052 dated 14.11.2018 and RCS
UT Chandigarh Memo No.Coop/HB-transfer policy/2018/3651 dated 05.12.2018.

No. 31/1/452/UTFI (4)/2015/819 dated

THE NEW BANK OF INDIA EMPLOYEES COOP
HOUSE BUILDING SOCIETY 157 LTD.
Plot - 9 Sector 50-D Chandigarh
ELECTION NOTICE
Notice - 27.08.2024, Filing Nomination -
12.09.2024 (10 AM to 11.00 AM) Scrutiny
12.09.2024. (11 AM to 11.30 AM) Display
of valid nominations 12.09.2024 (11.30
AM to 12 Noon) Objection it any -
12.09.2024 (12 Noon to 12.30 PM). Dale
and time of Polling, if necessary
12.09.2024 (3.00 PM to 6.00 PM). Result
with in one hour of Polling. Venue - Society

park. as approved by JRCS UT CHD.
Bhupinder Singh Saini (PRESIDENT)

Sh. Prithvi Singh
Ahluwalia

Name of Applicant Status Name of Share Holder | Flat No. |Category
Sh. Bhanu Pratap | Agreement| Sh. Davinder Kumar Garg 2160 B
Singh Ahluwalia Sjo| to Sell | Sfo Sh. Ranjit Kumar Garg | (2nd Floor)

In case anybody including legal heir(s) has any objection in respect of Sub Conveyance
Deed| Transfer of title, right or interest of above Flat| Share in favour of the applicant,
then, he/ shef they may submit objections, if any, in writing within 30 days of publication
of this notice before the undersigned along with documentary evidence. Objections
received after expiry of said period shall not be entertained in any manner.

PRESIDENT

LOST & FOUND

I, Amardeep Singh Sfo Gurcharan Singh R/o Flat
Number C-1, Dolphin Towers, Sector 78, SAS
Nagar Mohali do hereby inform that | have lost /
misplaced the Original Letter and Transfer
letter in respect of for the allotment of Green
Industry ITAindustrial Plot measuring 400 Sq.
yds. in AEROPOLIS CITY Sector 66A, Mohali
which has been located against the Customer
Code: IT-PIAGI12T1 Dated
30.06.2022. Which was in the name of Amardeep)
Singh S/o Gurcharan Singh Rio Flat Number
C-1, Dolphin Towers, Sector 78, Mohali
If anyone found please return it to be above
said address/Company Address and if
anybody have any objection contact within
15 days at office address

SMFG
Grihashakti

Byl Ak, Ways Vishrwms

POSSESSION

Regd. Ofi.

SMFG India Home Finance Company Ltd.
(Formerly Fullerton India Home Finance Co. Ltd.)

Corporate Off. : 503 & 504, 5" Floor, G-Block, Insipre BKG, BKC Main Road, Bandra Kurla Complex, Bandra (E), Mumbai - 400051
eqh Towers, 3 Floor, Old No. 307, New No. 165, Poonamallee High Road Maduravoyal, Chennai - 600 095,
OTICE FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY [(Appendix IV) Rule 8(1)]
WHEREAS the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of SMFG India Home Finance Company Ltd.
(Formerly Fullerton India Home Finance Co. Ltd.) aHousing Finance Company [duly registered with National
Housing Bank (Fully Owned by RBI)] (hereinafter referred to as “SMHFGC”) under Secuitisation and Reconstruction of]
Financial Assests and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (54 of 2002), and in exercise of the powars conferred|
under Section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued Demand MNotice
dated mentioned below under Section 13(2) of the said Act calling upon you being the borrowers (names mentioned
below) to repay the amount mentioned in the said notice and interest thereon within 60 days from the date of receipf]
of the said notice. The borrowers mentioned herein below having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given
to the borrowers mentioned herein below and to the public in general that the undersigned has Taken Possession
of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on me under sub-section (4) of Section 13 of
the Act read with Rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. The borrowers mentioned here in above|
in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal with said property and any dealings with the|
property will be subject to the charge of “SMHFC" for an amount as mentioned herein under and interest thereon.

Place : Patiala, Punjab
Date : 24.08.2024

Sl. | Name of the Borrower(s) Description of Secured Assets Demand Notice Date of
No. / Guarantor(s) LAN (Immovable Property) Date & Amount Possession
Property part of House No. C-7/9, Measuring 69 So.yds., 21.06.2024.
LAN :- 610207510417798| Situated At Rajpura Town Rajpura Distt. Patiala Bounded As|Rs. 18,43,322/- (Rupees
1 (1) Rakesh Kumar Under :- East :- House No. C-8/9 And Part of House No. C-7/9| Eighteen Lakh(s) Forty |24.08.2024
(2) Manju Length 23'-10-1/2" +2'-7- 1/2°, West :- Part of House No. C-7/9] Three Thousand Three
(3) Shiv Diyal And Road Length 6'-9-9" North :- Part of House No. C-7/9] Hundred Twenty Two
Length 18'-3"+9-9" South :- Part Of House No C-7/9 Length 28".] Only) as on 20.06.2024
Sd/-

Authorized Officer, SMFG INDIA HOME FINANCE COMPANY LIMITED
(Formerly Fullerton India Home Finance Co. Lid.)

said Notice.

Pi1cICI Bank

kil
SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE

Branch Office: ICICI Bank Limited Plot No-23, Shal Tower, 3rd Floor,
New Rohtak Road, Karol Bagh, New Delhi- 110005

The Authorised ICICI Bank Officer under the Securitisation, Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of the powers conferred under section 13(12) read
with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, issued Demand Notices to the borrower(s)
mentioned below, to repay the amount mentioned in the Notice within 60 days from the date of receipt of the

Having failed to repay the amount, the Notice is issued to the borrower and the public in general that the
undersigned has token symbolic possession of the property described below, by exercising powers
conferred on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read with Rule 8 of the said rules on the below-
mentioned dates. The borrower in particular and the public in general are hereby cautioned not to deal
with the property. Any dealings with the property will be subject to charges of ICICI Bank Limited.

Sr. Name of the Description of Pro / Date of Demand| Name of
No| Borrower(s)/ Loan Date of Symbolic Pngseergton N",g‘:[%,‘?‘ng'r? nt| Branch
Account Number ce (Rs)
1.| Bharat Bhushan Plot No. 109, 3rd Foor Khasra No, 130(3-14), June 05' 2024 | Ambala/
Blodhi/ Nidhi Sharma/ 131(4 0), 132(4-0), 133(1-14), 134(5 4]. 135 4- Rs. Zirakpur/
LBAMBO00005383901/ (0 136[4 0), 13?( -1 1) 133; -14), Kitte 9, Vide | 2409966/ | °Baddil
LBAMB00005404590 |Khewat/khatoni No. 1/1, 0 Bigha 0 Biswa 13-1/3 Panchkula
Biswasi lL.e. 13- 1!3!13200 Share of Total Land
33.33 Sq Yards of 100 Sq. Yard), Situated At
Rehmat Homes, V'llcl ishanpura, M.c & Sub-
tehsil Zirakpur, Tehsnl era Bassi Distt. Sas
Nagar Punjab- 140603/ August 22, 2024

Date : August 27, 2024
\Place : Baddi

The above-mentioned borrowers(s)/guarantors(s) is/are hereb};
amount, else the mortgaged properties will be sold after 30 days
per the provisions under Rules 8 and 9 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002

rom the

issued a 30 day Notice to repay the

date of gublis hing this Notice, as

Sincerely Authorised Signatory
For ICIC) Bank Ltd. "/

IJM FINANCIAL | g

JM FINANCIAL ASSET RECONSTRUCTION COMPANY LIMITED)
Corporate identify Number: U67190MH2007PLC74287

tered Office Add
Prabhadevl Mumbai 400025

7th Floor, Cnergy, Appasaheb Marathe Marg,

T:+91 22 6630 3030 F:+911 22 6630 3223, www.)mfinancialarc.com
DEMAND NOTICE

Under Section 13(2) of the Securitisation And Reconstruction of Financial Assets And Enforcement Of Security Interest
Act, 2002 read with Rule 3 (1) of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002. The Piramal Capital and Housing Finance
Ltd have assigned a pool of Loan (including below mentioned Loans) together with underlying security interest created
therefor along with all the rights, title and interest thereon under Section 5 (1) (b) of the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 ("SARFAESI ACT") vide an assignment
agreement dated March 29, 2023 (“the Assignment Agreement”) in favour of IMFARC (JM) (herein reffered as Assingee).
The undersigned is the Authorised Officer of (M) assignee. Under Securitisation And Reconstruction Of Financial Assets
And Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (the said Act). In exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(12) of the
said Act read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002, the Authorised Officer has issued Demand
Notices under Section 13(2) of the said Act, calling upon the following Borrower(s) (the “said Borrower(s)"), to repay the
amounts mentioned in the respective Demand Notice(s) issued to them that are also given below. In connection with
above, Notice is hereby given, once again, to the said Borrower(s) to pay to JM, within 60 days from the publication of this
Notice, the amounts indicated herein below, together with further interest as detailed in the said Demand Notice(s), from
the date(s) mentioned below till the date of payment and/or realization, payable under the loan agreement read with
other documents/writings, if any, executed by the said Borrower(s). As security for due repayment of the loan, the
following assets have been mortgaged to M by the said Borrower(s) respectively.

Name of the Borrower(s)/

Demand Notice
Date and A it with NPA date

Descrlpt!on of secured asset
le property)

(LC No. 14100004678 of Karnal
Branch) Kewal Kumar (Borrower)
Darshan Lal (Co Borrower 1)

25-07-2024 f Rs. 13,03,520/- (Rs.
Thirteen lakh Three Thousand Five

Hundred Twenty Only) NPA (10-05-2024) |Depot

Kheawt No. 41 Min Khasra No. 60//12
Babarpur Mandi, Panipat Near Rohilla Book

Panipat Panipat Haryana:- 132103

(LC No. 13000002822 of
Gurgaon Branch) Aman
Bhardwaj (Borrower) Pinki
Sharma (Co Borrower 1)

12-07-2024/ Rs. 55,13,338.78/- (Rs. Fifty|House
Five lakh Thirteen Thousand Three
Hundred Thirty Eight Only and Seventy

Eight Paise) NPA (01-04-2019)

Rajender Park, Gurgaon, Haryana - 122001

No. 4502, Khasra No. 6116/114,

Date: August-27-2024
{Ia:e: Haryana

If the said Borrowers shall fail to make payment to JM as aforesaid, JM shall proceed against the above secured assets under
Section 13(4) of the Act and the applicable Rules, entirely at the risks of the said Borrowers as to the costs and consequences.
The said Borrowers are prohibited under the Act from transferring the aforesaid assets, whether by way of sale, lease or
otherwise without the prior written consent of M. Any person who contravenes or abets contravention of the provisions of the
said Act or Rules made there under, shall be liable forimprisonment and/or penalty as provided under the Act.

Sd/- (Authorised Officer)

JM Financial Asset Reconstruction Company Limited

Iy
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Farmers' plight, Agnipath, unemployment, L&O were
issues which BJP failed to address: Bhupinder Hooda

MANOJ KUMAR W
CHANDIGARH

Accusing Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) led
Government of failing on all
fronts during its tenure, former
Haryana Chief Minister
Bhupinder Singh Hooda said
that unemployment increased
in the State in the last 10 years
while the law and order situa-
tion also deteriorated. He says
Congress' performance in the
Lok Sabha polls in the State will
have an impact on the Vidhan
Sabha elections. Congress
secured 43.67 per cent votes in
Parliamentary election, record-
ing around 15 per cent increase
in its vote share. This is a clear
indication that there is a wave
blowing in favour of the
Congress and people of
Haryana have made up their
mind to bring the Congress to
power in the Assembly polls, he
adds Congress will secure an
absolute majority in the
Assembly election, he empha-
sized.

The Senior Congress
leader said that farmers' plight,
Agnipath, unemployment, law
and order, and inflation were
key issues which the ruling BJP
failed to address. BJP will be
"wiped out" in the south, halved
in the north. Additionally, the
people have rejected the vote
‘katu’ (vote cutters) outfits
—Jannayak Janata Party (JJP),
Indian National Lok Dal
(INLD), Bahujan Samaj Party
(BSP) in the Lok Sabha election
and will do the same in the
Assembly election. It is going
to be a direct fight between the
Congress and BJP, he added.

In an interview with ‘The
Pioneer’, Hooda talks about
Congress Party’s preparedness
and strategy for the Haryana
Assembly election; State’s major
issues; Partys campaign and
manifesto, Party’s Chief
Ministerial face, among others.

Over 2500 aspirants
have applie for
Congress ticket for the
90-member Haryana
Assembly polls. What is
Congress' selection cri-
teria for the candidates?
It is true that a large num-
ber of people have applied for
Congress tickets for the
Assembly election while in
other parties, there are no tick-
et seekers. Congress Party has
performed well in the recent-
ly concluded Lok Sabha elec-
tion and its performance in the
Lok Sabha polls will have an
impact on the Vidhan Sabha
elections. Party will give tick-
ets to loyal, dedicated and win-
ning candidates. Only one per-
son will get a ticket on one
Assembly seat and remaining
aspirants will work to make the
Party's candidate win. I want to
assure every ticket aspirant
and party workers that respect
will be given to everyone after
the formation of the Congress
government. Winning Ability
and suitability will be the cri-
teria while selecting the can-
didates. Additionally, as the
caste and community factor has
an overwhelming influence in
electoral politics, candidates
belonging to different social
groups will be considered,
depending upon the merit,
suitability and dominance of a
particular class in those con-
stituencies.
BJP claims to bring
transparency in gover-
nance, Government Jobs
during its 10 year
tenure. Your comment
Farmers' plight, Agnipath,
unemployment, law and order,
and inflation were key issues
which the ruling BJP failed to
address. Unemployment in
Haryana has recorded highest
during BJP’s tenure. Sports
players’ concerns were not
addressed. The BJP
Government has proved to be
a failure on every front as
every section of society was
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Former Haryana Chief Minister Bhupinder Singh Hooda

unhappy with the Government.
BJP -led Government’s portals
are “permanent pareshan patra"
and these portals will be
thrown after the formation of
Congress government. The BJP

we return to power,

There is a talk of fac-
tionalism in Haryana
Congress. Has Central
leadership chalked out a

plan to address it?

PIONEER INTERVIEW

Government had curtailed
panchayats rights by imple-
menting systems like e-ten-
dering, interference of MLAs
and right to recall.

When would Congress
declare its election man-
ifesto?

Soon, the party's mani-
festo will be released and it will
have a complete roadmap of
the work of the government for
five years. One lakh jobs will be
given to youths within a year
after the party forms the gov-
ernment. We will mount pres-
sure on the Centre to give a
legal guarantee of minimum
support price on all crops as
per the Swaminathan
Commission’s recommenda-
tion. We will give Rs 6,000 per
month pension to elderly peo-
ple, restoration of old pension
schemes, 2 lakh vacant gov-
ernment posts will be filled, gas
cylinders at Rs 500 each and
300 units of free electricity once

No factionalism in
Congress. There could be dif-
ferences of opinion but no dis-
sension. The Congress party is
fully prepared for the Assembly
election. It was a good result in
Haryana in the Lok Sabha
polls. People have made up
their minds and a Congress
Government will be formed
after the poll. There is no divi-
sion within the Congress and
it is the BJP that is a divided
house. You saw the likes of Anil
Vij were not taken in the recent
poll committee of the BJP.
There is no factionalism in
Congress. The party is united
and will fight the assembly
polls unitedly, like it did in the
Lok Sabha polls.

What are the main
issues in this Assembly
election?

There are a lot of key issues
in this poll. In 2014, when we
left the government, Haryana
was number one in per capita

income, investments, jobs,
sports and in law and order.
Now after 10 years, it is num-
ber one in unemployment and
inflation. Law and order in
Haryana has collapsed and
development is not happening.
The stadiums and roads that
we built were not maintained
and have been spoiled. The BJP
Government has pushed back
on the scale of progress in 10

ears.
},n the recently conclud-
ed Lok Sabha election,
Congress party’s vote
share increased by about
15 per cent. How many
seats would Congress
get in the Vidhan Sabha
election?

In the Lok Sabha polls, the
party's vote share was the high-
est in Haryana. In all 10 Lok
Sabha seats, the Congress vote
share has gone up and the BJP's
vote share has gone down. In
the 90 assembly segments also,
the Congress vote share has
gone up and that of the BJP's
has gone down.

As per available report,
Congress secured 43.67 per
cent votes, recording around 15
per cent increase in its vote
share when compared with
the last Lok Sabha poll. The BJP
got 46.11 per cent of the votes,
a drop of around 12 per cent.
In the Assembly election,
Congress would get a "massive
mandate"” because all 36 com-
munities have made up their
mind in favour of the Congress.
People of the State had made
up their mind to oust the BJP
and bring a Congress govern-
ment. As far as the election
campaign is concerned, all
leaders are campaigning for the
Congress and talking of

strengthening the ﬁart .
Citing long holidays,
BJP and INLD have sep-

arately written to the
Election Commission to
gostpone the October 1

ssembly polls.
According to these two

parties, holidays before
and after the election
date could lead to lower
voter turnout. What
would you say?

No excuse will work.
People of Haryana have made
up their mind for change. They
do not want BJP to rule for a
single day. It has been more
than a week since the EC
announced the poll date. The
BJP wants the polls to be
deferred as it has accepted
defeat. Polls should be held
according to the date fixed by
the EC. People of Haryana
don’t want to see the BJP gov-
ernment in power even for a
day. The people of Haryana are
mature. They will come out in
large numbers on voting day.
INLD and BSP are fight-
ing the Assembly elec-
tion together. Your com-
ment

It is clear from Lok Sabha

elections that the fight is
between the BJP and the
Congress in Haryana. Nobody
will vote for vote-cutters. INLD
and BSP have performed poor-
ly in the Lok Sabha election.
You talked of the JJP, they did
not even get one per cent vote.
So the fight is between the
Congress and the BJP.
From BJP, Nayab Singh
Saini is the CM face.
Who is the CM face
from Congress?

BJP thought that anti-
incumbency will be reduced by
changing the CM. As far as
Haryana is concerned, BJP will
keep changing CM faces, and
people have decided to change
them. The Congress party has
laid down a process which it
follows in such matters.
Elections happen, MLAs are
elected, observers are sent and
they take their view, and then
the high command decides
who will be CM. When one
gets a majority, only then a CM
is appointed. As far [ am con-
cerned, neither I am tired nor
retired.

Dhillon to Join AAP with Conditions;
Sukhbir Appeals for Reconsideration

MONIKA MALIK
CHANDIGARH

Senior SAD leader Hardeep
Singh ‘Dimpy’ Dhillon, a
day after his dramatic depar-
ture from his long-time polit-
ical home, on Monday;, stirred
the political waters by
announcing his intention to
join the ruling Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) — but with a bold
caveat. Dhillon, addressing a
gathering of his supporters in
Gidderbaha, declared that his
entry into AAP hinges on the
fulfillment of certain condi-
tions by the Punjab Chief
Minister. “T will first speak to
the CM, and then he will be
called here. If he or his repre-
sentative agrees to our
demands for development
works in this constituency, in
front of you, then only I will
join the AAP” Dhillon assert-
ed, setting the stage for a
potentially pivotal moment in
Punjab politics.

Just a day before, Dhillon
bade farewell to SAD, a party
he had been closely associated
with for nearly four decades.
Dhillon, addressing his sup-
porters, emphasized that his
final decision to join AAP
hinges on specific develop-
ment demands for his con-
stituency being met.

Dhillon’s departure has
sent shockwaves through SAD,
particularly its leadership. On
the same day, SAD president

Sukhbir Singh Badal made a
public appeal, urging Dhillon
to reconsider his decision.
“Dimpy was undoubtedly our
party candidate for the
Gidderbaha bypoll. I will wait
for 10 days for Dimpy and then
only take a fresh decision,
Sukhbir assured while address-
ing SAD workers gathered at
his Badal village residence in
Lambi. Despite Dhillon’s dec-
laration, Sukhbir remained
hopeful, emphasizing the
party's readiness to welcome
Dhillon back, should he decide
to return.

“False, fabricated and
baseless rumours had been
spread that BJP leader
Manpreet Singh Badal would
be fielded by the SAD from
Gidderbaha in the forthcoming
by-elections,” said Sukhbir,
while making it clear that the
party meant everything to him
and “my commitment to the
SAD and its ideals and princi-
ples is more than with my fam-
ily. I want to make it clear that
there was no doubt in my
mind that Hardeep Dhillon
was the party’s candidate from
Gidderbaha in the forthcoming
bye-elections” At the same
time, Sukhbir went on to add
that even if Dhillon had decid-
ed to turn his back on SAD as
well its cadre due to some per-
sonal interest, then also SAD
would take a decision on its
candidate from Gidderbaha
after 10 days. “We will wait for

the estranged leader to give his
final answer, he said while
making it clear that any deci-
sion on the party’s candidate
would be taken after detailed
consultations with the party
cadre of the constituency.

Earlier in the day, Dhillon
held a meeting with his sup-
porters, during which he out-
lined his conditions for joining
AAP. He revealed that his dis-
cussions with AAP leaders had
reached an advanced stage,
and he, along with his family
members, would officially join
AAP on August 28 in the pres-
ence of Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann. However,
Dhillon made it clear that his
allegiance to AAP would
depend on the party’s com-
mitment to addressing the
developmental needs of his
constituency. Dhillon’s depar-
ture from SAD is being attrib-
uted to a long-standing conflict
with another prominent leader,
Manpreet Singh Badal.
Dhillon, who served as the
constituency in-charge for
Gidderbaha, blamed Manpreet
Badal for his decision to leave
SAD. He expressed frustration
over Manpreet’s increasing
influence in the region and
SAD’s reluctance to take a
clear stance on their political
relationship.

“I have always trusted
Sukhbir Badal blindly, but the
unresolved issues with
Manpreet were too much to

bear,” Dhillon confided to his
supporters.

The Gidderbaha seat, his-
torically a stronghold for SAD,
has seen a series of political ups
and downs. Since its inception
in 1967, the seat was held
multiple times by former
Punjab Chief Minister Parkash
Singh Badal and later by
Manpreet Singh Badal.
However, in recent years,
Congress leader Amarinder
Singh Raja Warring has dom-
inated the constituency, defeat-
ing Dhillon in both the 2017
and 2022 elections. Despite
the losses, Dhillon remains a
formidable figure in the region,
coming within a narrow mar-
gin of 1,349 votes in the 2022
elections against Warring.

Impending
Gidderbaha By-Election

With the Gidderbaha seat
now vacant following Raja
Warring’s resignation, the by-
election is expected to be a
fiercely contested battle.
Dhillons potential shift to AAP
could significantly alter the
political landscape in the con-
stituency. On the other hand,
Warring's wife Amrita Warring
is the frontrunner for Congress
ticket.

As the bypoll approach-
es, all eyes are on whether
Dhillon’s demands will be met
and how this will impact the
broader political dynamics in
Punjab. Meanwhile, SAD con-
tinues to grapple with the
implications of Dhillon’s depar-
ture, as party workers and
leaders alike await the final
outcome of his negotiations
with AAP.

Third Edition of Khedan Watan Punjab Dian
Set to Kick Off on Aug 29 from Sangrur

PNS B CHANDIGARH

Punjab is all set to witness the
grand launch of the third
edition of the ‘Khedan Watan
Punjab Dian’ — a state-level
sports festival that promises to
be a massive celebration of ath-
letic talent and youth empow-
erment. Scheduled to begin on
August 29, coinciding with
National Sports Day, the event
will kick off from the War
Heroes Stadium in Sangrur,
marking the birth anniversary
of the legendary Hockey
Wizard Major Dhyan Chand.

In a ceremony held on
Monday, Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann unveiled the
official T-shirt and logo for this
year’s edition, setting the stage
for what is anticipated to be the
largest sporting event in the
state’s history.

The Chief Minister
expressed immense pride in the
scale of this year’s event, not-

ing that an estimated five lakh

players will compete across
nine age groups in 37 different
sports disciplines. The inclu-
sion of para-sports such as
Athletics, Badminton, and
Powerlifting is particularly
noteworthy; as it marks the first
time these categories have been
integrated into the games. The
participation of para-athletes
from Punjab who are gearing
up for the Paris Paralympics

adds a special significance to
the event. The Khedan Watan
Punjab Dian is not just about
competition; it's about chan-
neling the energy and enthusi-
asm of Punjab’s youth towards
a positive and productive direc-
tion. Chief Minister Mann
emphasized that this initiative
is a crucial step in the state's
ongoing battle against drug
addiction, offering young peo-
ple a healthy and constructive

outlet for their energies. The
event will unfold over more
than two months, with block-
level competitions running
from September 1-10, district-
level contests from September
15-22, and the grand finale at
the state level from October 11
to November 9.

The scale of this event is
matched by its rewards. A stag-
gering Rs nine crore in cash
prizes will be distributed to the
winners, underscoring the gov-
ernment’s commitment to fos-
tering a vibrant sports culture
in Punjab.

This year’s prize pool sur-
passes that of the previous
edition, where Rs 8.87 crore
was awarded to 12,500 winners
among the 4.5 lakh partici-
pants. The increasing partici-
pation and the enhanced prize
money reflect the growing
importance and prestige of the
Khedan Watan Punjab Dian in
the state’s sporting calendar.

Criticism of other Political
Parties must be limited to their
policies, programmes: Hry CEO

PNS Il CHANDIGARH

Haryana Chief Electoral
Officer Pankaj Agarwal
on Monday said that criticism
of other political parties and
candidates should be limited
only to their policies, pro-
grammes, past records and
actions. He further said that the
Election Commission of India
has issued detailed guidelines of
‘Do's and Don'ts’ for candidates
and political parties for the
Haryana Assembly elections.
These guidelines are required
to be followed till the comple-
tion of the election process.

He said, “All parties and
contesting candidates should
have fair access to public places
like grounds and helipads.
Local police officials should be
informed and necessary per-
mission for the time and place
of the proposed meeting should
be taken in a timely manner,”
he added.

Agarwal said that if any
restrictive or prohibitory orders
are in force at the place of the
proposed meeting, then those
orders should be respected.
Similarly, permission should be
obtained for the use of loud-
speakers or any other such
facility for the proposed meet-
ings and police assistance
should be obtained in dealing
with persons who create dis-
turbance or disorder in the
meetings.

He said the time, place and
route of starting and ending any
procession should be finalized
in advance and prior permis-
sion should be obtained from
the police officials. It must be
kept in mind that the route of
the procession should not
obstruct the traffic. The Chief
Electoral Officer said to ensure
peaceful and orderly voting, all

election officials should be
cooperated by the political par-
ties and the candidates con-
testing the elections.

Also, all political workers
engaged in the election will
have to show badges or identi-
ty cards. The informal identi-
ty slip issued to voters should
be on plain (white) paper, on
which there should be no name
and symbol of the party or
name of the candidate. Any
complaint or problem regard-
ing the conduct of election
should be brought to the notice
of the Election Commission
Observer, Returning Officer,
Zonal/Sector Magistrate, Chief
Electoral Officer or Election
Commission of India.

The CEO said the orders or
guidelines of the Election
Commission or Returning
Officer or District Election
Officer should be strictly fol-
lowed in all matters related to
various aspects of the election.
The Chief Electoral Officer
said loudspeakers should not be
used on vehicles between 10

m and 6 am.

CANDIDATES TO
SUBMIT DETAILS OF
ELECTION EXPENDI-
TURE WITHIN A
MONTH OF RESULTS

The Chief Electoral officer
said that Candidates contesting
the Assembly elections in
Haryana will have to submit the
details of their election expen-
diture to the office of the
District Election Officer with-
in one month after the election
results are declared.

According to the Election
Commission of India, candi-
dates who do not give the
details of election expenditure
within the stipulated time peri-
od may be disqualified from
contesting elections in the
future, he added.
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CM Saini inaugurates BJP’s State
Election office in Rohtak; Says
BJP delivers on its promises

PNS I CHANDIGARH

fter inaugurating the BJP's

State Election office in
Rohtak, Haryana Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini
on Monday claimed that the
people
o f
Haryana

a
made up
their
minds to
bring
the BJP
back to

LJ‘[ power.

CM Nayab Singh Saini B J P

delivered on its promises and
the State government had taken
several public welfare deci-
sions during its 10-year tenure,
he said.

Addressing the gathering,
Saini alleged that youngsters
had lost faith during the
Congress regime due to the
favouritism that existed in pro-
viding jobs. More than 1.50
lakh people were provided
with government jobs during
the past 10 years. Some recruit-
ment was ongoing but their
result would be declared after
the elections due to the Model
Code of Conduct being in
place for the elections. People
from poor families have got
jobs as the government made
recruitment on merit, he assert-
ed. Saini also referred to a
recent government decision
that would allow beneficiary
families to receive LPG cylin-
ders for Rs 500 under the
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana. The opposition is feel-
ing jittery due to this, he said.
"I want to tell them that it is not
an announcement but our gov-
ernment has implemented it.
The BJP implemented what it
had promised,” Saini. When the
Congress was in power, it had
dangled the "lollipop" of 100-
square yard plots for the poor.
But the beneficiaries neither got
any papers nor possession of
these plots. They ran from pil-
lar to post and it was the BJP

government that handed over
land possession and docu-
ments to them, he added. "We
also came out with a scheme
that even those poor people
who did not get a plot of land
should register. Shortly after the
scheme was announced, the
Model Code of Conduct came
into effect. Otherwise, 50,000
to 60,000 beneficiaries would
have been given plots," the
chief minister said.

Saini also claimed that the
state's BJP government took
several steps for farmers' wel-
fare, pointing to the recent
Cabinet decision to compen-
sate farmers affected by scant
rainfall at Rs 2,000 per acre as
a bonus. He also highlighted
that his government was pur-
chasing 14 crops at the mini-
mum support price (MSP) and
recently decided to extend
MSP procurement to all
remaining crops. This govern-
ment is working for all sections,
Saini said.

BJP CENTRAL ELEC-
TION COMMITTEE
TO MEET ON AUG 29
OVER CANDIDATES’
SELECTION FOR
ASSEMBLY ELECTION

To discuss the selection of
candidates for the Haryana
Assembly election, the BJP
Central Election Committee’s
next meeting will be held in
New Delhi on August 29. The
Committee meeting will be
held under the chairmanship of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and BJP president JP Nadda,
party leaders said. Union Home
Minister  Amit Shah,
Organisation General Secretary
BL Santosh, Haryana Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini,
former Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar, State
Unit President Mohanlal Badoli
will attend the meeting. It is
understood that the names of
the candidates for the Haryana
Assembly elections are almost
finalised and this time new
faces as well as the winning
candidate can get an opportu-
nity to fight in the elections.

Punjab Police Arrest 3 More Accused
in Amritsar NRI Shooting Case

PNS B CHANDIGARH

In a significant development in Amritsar NRI shooting case,
Punjab Police on Monday apprehended three more accused
linked to the violent attack on Sukhchain Singh, an NRI who
was shot at inside his home on Saturday just days after return-
ing from the United States. The arrests were made in a joint oper-
ation conducted by the district police forces of Hoshiarpur and
Amritsar, marking a critical breakthrough in the ongoing inves-

tigation.

The three men were arrested from a ‘dharmashala’ (inn) locat-
ed in the bustling Gaushala Bazar area of Hoshiarpur, where they
were hiding after the crime. Among those arrested are
Sukhwinder alias Sukha and Gurkirat Singh alias Guri, both of
whom were hired to carry out the assassination of Sukhchain
Singh, according to earlier statements by the Amritsar Police.
The third accused was apprehended in Subhanpur, Kapurthala
district. All three are believed to be key players in the attack, which
has shocked the community and sparked a widespread manhunt.

Hoshiarpur Superintendent of Police (Investigation) Sarbjit
Singh Bahia revealed that the operation was launched after a tip-
off regarding the presence of the suspects in the Gaushala Bazar
area. Acting swiftly, the police transformed the busy marketplace
into a fortitied zone, ensuring that the suspects could not escape.
The arrested individuals were taken into custody after a thor-
ough raid on the dharmashala where they had been staying under
false pretenses. The police recovered crucial evidence from the
scene and conducted extensive questioning before transferring
the accused to Amritsar for further interrogation.

The case took a grim turn on Saturday when Sukhchain Singh
was brutally attacked inside his house in Daburji village. The
assailants intercepted him as he was about to leave for a morn-
ing walk, forcing their way into his home and opening fire. Three
shots were fired, two of which struck Sukhchain — one in the
head and another near the chest.

Despite the severity of the attack, Sukhchain Singh survived
and is currently receiving treatment, with his condition report-

ed as stable.

Amritsar Police Commissioner Ranjit Singh Dhillon con-
firmed that the attack was orchestrated by the family of
Sukhchain’s first wife, who had committed suicide in December
2022. The family harboured a deep grudge against him, which
ultimately culminated in the violent attack. Surveillance footage
retrieved from the CCTV cameras inside the victim’s house
revealed harrowing scenes of Sukhchain’s wife, mother, and chil-
dren pleading with the assailants to spare his life.

In the days following the attack, the police arrested five indi-
viduals, including Sarwan Singh, the father of Sukhchain’s
deceased first wife, in connection with the crime.

The arrests were made based on evidence that pointed to
the involvement of the deceased wife’s family in plotting the attack.
It has since come to light that the plan to eliminate Sukhchain
was hatched in the United States by members of his late wife’s
family, who are residing there. They allegedly transferred funds
to the hired assassins, Sukhwinder and Gurkirat, to carry out

the deed.

Power Theft Detection Drive in Pb: Over 50k
Inspections, Rs 7.66-cr Penalties Imposed

PNS Il CHANDIGARH

To combat power theft and promote
energy conservation across Punjab, the
state’s Power and PWD Minister
Harbhajan Singh ETO on Monday
announced the successful completion of a
two-day statewide checking drive. The
comprehensive operation, which spanned
across various zones in the State, led to the
inspection of a staggering 50,781 power
connections, with 3,349 cases of theft

detected.

The drive culminated in the imposition
of penalties amounting to Rs 7.66 crore,
sending a clear message that the Punjab

Government is resolute in its fight against

power theft.

Detailing the achievements of the
drive, The Minister highlighted that on the
second day alone, the Distribution and
Enforcement wing of Punjab State Power
Corporation Limited (PSPCL) inspected
22,288 power connections.

This effort resulted in the detection
of 1,274 cases of power theft, with penal-
ties totaling Rs 3.02 crore imposed on the
offenders. The Minister emphasized that
these inspections are not a one-time
effort but part of a sustained campaign to
eliminate power theft from the State.

The success of this drive was achieved

through meticulous planning and the

collaborative efforts of the PSPCLs

crore.

Distribution Wing, which covered five key
zones — South Zone (Patiala), Central
Zone (Ludhiana), North Zone (Jalandhar),
Border Zone (Amritsar), and West Zone
(Bathinda). These zones collectively saw
the inspection of 42,396 connections,
uncovering theft in 3,073 cases, with
penalties amounting to Rs 6.68 crore.
PSPCLs Enforcement Wing also
played a pivotal role in the drive. The team
inspected 8,385 connections across the
State, uncovering 276 cases of power
theft and imposing penalties worth Rs 1.18
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P Modi fo snearheaﬂ BJP'S Assemily ol camnamn In J&K

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

rime Minister Narendra

Modi will lead the BJP’s
campaign in the upcoming
assembly elections in Jammu
and Kashmir, the first such
democratic exercise after the
abrogation of Article 370 in
2019.
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh, BJP national
president J P Nadda and Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath were also includ-
ed in the list of 40 star cam-
paigners submitted by the
party to the Election
Commission for the first
phase of assembly elections in
Jammu and Kashmir.
Union ministers Nitin
Gadkari, Manohar Lal
Khattar, G Kishan Reddy,
Shivraj Singh Chouhan,
Jitendra Singh and former
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union ministers Anurag
Thakur and Smriti Irani and
Gen (Retd.) V K Singh besides
Rajasthan Chief Minister
Bhajan Lal Sharma and for-

mer Himachal Pradesh chief
minister Jai Ram Thakur are
other prominent faces who
will visit Jammu and Kashmir
during the campaigning. The
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three-phased assembly elec-
tions in Jammu and Kashmir
are scheduled for September
18, 25 and October 1.

The counting of votes will be

taken up on October 4.

In a letter addressed to the
Election Commission, BJP
national general secretary and
in-charge headquarters Arun
Singh said the list of the 40
star campaigners of the party
may be treated as valid for the
remaining phases “unless we
forward an amended list”
within the prescribed time
limit.

The list also included former
BJP general secretary and
recently appointed election
incharge for Jammu and
Kashmir Ram Madhav, party
national general secretary
incharge Jammu and Kashmir
Tarun Chugh, Jammu and
Kashmir BJP chief Ravinder
Raina, Member of Parliament
Jugal Kishore Sharma, Rajya
Sabha member Ghulam Ali
Khatana, General secretary
(organization) Ashok Kaul
and Jammu and Kashmir BJP
vice president Sofi Yousuf.
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Growing ties with Australia reviewed in
telephonic talks between Modi, Albanese

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

India and Australia on
Monday reviewed the entire
spectrum of their growing ties
during telephonic talks
between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his coun-
terpart Anthony Albanese.

A statement by Prime
Minister’s Office (PMO) said
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
today spoke with the Prime
Minister of Australia, Mr
Anthony Albanese. Both lead-
ers took stock of progress in the
bilateral relations and cooper-
ation in the multilateral fora,
including the Quad.

The Prime Minister posted on
social media “Delighted to
speak to my friend Anthony
Albanese. We took stock of
progress in our bilateral rela-
tions and cooperation in the

multilateral fora, including the
Quad.” The talks also came in
the backdrop of growing
Chinese assertiveness in the
strategically important Indo-
Pacific region. In November
2017, India, Japan, the US,
and Australia gave shape to the
long-pending proposal of set-
ting up the Quad to develop a
new strategy to keep the criti-
cal sea routes in the Indo-

Pacific free of any influence.
India is likely to host the Quad
summit this year wherein
heads of states of the four
countries may discuss the
future course of Quad combine.
The 2023 summit was held in
Hiroshima, Japan.

China has all along criticized
the Quad claiming it will lead
to the militarization of the
Indo-Pacific.

Congress asks if each
new district in L.adakh
would have AHDCS

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

With the government
announcing the creation
of five new districts in Ladakh,
the Congress on Monday asked
whether there will be elected
Autonomous Hill Development
Councils for each of the new
districts and will they have a
much more meaningful and
relevant say in how budgets are
spent.

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Monday said that his
ministry has decided to create
the five new districts in pursuit
of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision to build a devel-
oped and prosperous Ladakh.
“The new districts namely
Zanskar, Drass, Sham, Nubra
and Changthang will take the
benefits meant for the people
to their doorsteps by bolstering
governance in every nook and
cranny; he said.

Reacting to the development,
Congress general secretary in-
charge communications Jairam
Ramesh said, “The elected
Autonomous Hill Development
Council for Leh was established
in 1995. The elected
Autonomous Hill Development
Council for Kargil was set up
in 20037

“Now five new districts have
been formed in Ladakh in
addition to Leh and Kargil. Will
there be elected Autonomous
Hill Development Councils for
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each of the five new districts as
well?” he asked.

Presently, the two existing
elected Autonomous Hill
Development Councils have
control over less than 10% of
the total expenditure allocated
to Ladakh and the balance
90% is being under the control
of the lieutenant governor and
the bureaucracy, he said.

Will the elected AHDCs have
a much more meaningful and
relevant say in how budgets are
spent? Ramesh asked.

Earlier, the home minister said
the Modi government is com-
mitted to creating abundant
opportunities for the people of
Ladakh. Ladakh was made a
UT after the erstwhile state of
Jammu and Kashmir was bifur-
cated into two UTs on August
5, 2019. The other UT is
Jammu and Kashmir.

Article 370, which gave special
status to the erstwhile state, was
also abrogated on that day five
years ago.

Being a UT, Ladakh comes
under the direct administrative
control of the Union Home
Ministry.

Coast Guard
rescues 11 crew
memhers from ship
sinking off WB coast

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

he Indian Coast Guard

(ICG) on Monday rescued
11 crew members from the dis-
tressed MV ITT Puma during
a challenging night-time search
and rescue operation. The
Mumbai-registered general
cargo vessel was en route from
Kolkata to Port Blair when it
reportedly sank about 90 nau-
tical miles south of Sagar Island
(West Bengal), defence min-
istry said here.
The Maritime Search and
Rescue Coordination Centre
(MRCC) Chennai initially
received a distress signal late
Sunday evening.
The ICG’s  Regional
Headquarters (North East) in
Kolkata promptly mobilised
two ICG vessels and a Dornier
aircraft to the site. The Dornier
aircraft, equipped with
advanced night-capable sensors
detected adrift life rafts and
sighted survival red flares from
the distressed crew.

Centre must increase funding
for anti-pollution measures: Congress

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Sunday
criticized the Modi gov-
ernment for its handling of
the deteriorating air quality in
India and demanded that it
must drastically increase the
funds for the anti-pollution
measures being proposed
under the National Clean Air
Program (NCAP).

Congress General Secretary
Jairam Ramesh said there are
clear steps the government
must take moving forward,
and the first must be to
acknowledge the public
“health crisis” associated with
air pollution across wide
swathes of India.

“Among the lesser-known
tragedies of the non-biologi-
cal PM’s reign is the rapidly
deteriorating air quality
nationally and the inatten-
tiveness and policy chaos that
has characterised the
Government’s response to it,”
Ramesh said in a statement.
To make his point, the former
environment minister cited
various recent studies that
have highlighted the deterio-
rating air quality across the
States in the Country.

“Aap chronology samajhiye:
In early July, a study published
in the prestigious Lancet jour-
nal showed that 7.2% of all
deaths in India are associated
with air pollution - about
34,000 deaths each year in just
10 cities,” he said.

In mid-July, a study by the

Centre for Science and
Environment revealed that
the government’s pollution
control interventions are
poorly designed, with the
National Clean Air Program
(NCAP) largely focused on
mitigating road dust rather
than industrial, vehicular, and
biomass emissions -- the
source of PM 2.5 -- that are
the leading causes of mortal-
ity, Ramesh said.

To make matters worse, in the
past five years, the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB) has left more than 75
per cent of the Environment
Protection Charge (EPC) and
Environmental
Compensation (EC) funds
unspent, he said, claiming
that in total Rs 665.75 crores
have been left unutilised.
“On July 29, 2024, upon being
asked a question about the
Lancet study, the Ministry of
Environment, Forests, and
Climate Change made the

shocking claim in the Rajya
Sabha that there was ‘no con-
clusive data’ to directly cor-
relate air pollution and
deaths,” he pointed out.

In districts where air pollu-
tion exceeds National
Ambient Air Quality
Standards (NAAQS), there is
a 13 per cent increase in pre-
mature mortality for adults
and around 100 per cent
increase in mortality for chil-
dren, he said.

Ramesh called for a substan-
tial boost in financial
resources allocated to the
NCAP. “Our cities need at
least 10-20 times more fund-
ing - NCAP must be made a
Rs. 25,000 crore programme.
NCAP must adopt measure-
ment of PM 2.5 levels as the
yardstick for performance
NCAP must reorient its focus
to key sources of emissions -
burning of solid fuels, vehic-
ular emissions, and industri-
al emissions,” he said.

Chief Secretaries of 17
States, U'Ts to make personal
appearance in SC today

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

In what may appear to be a
rare event, the Chief
Secretaries of 17 State
Governments and Union
Territories (UTs) are slated to
appear before the Supreme
Court on Tuesday over non-
implementation of the Second
National Judicial Pay
Commission’s (SNJPC) rec-
ommendations on payment of
pension arrears and retirement
benefits to judicial officers.

According to the cause list
uploaded on the Supreme
Court’s website, a bench led by
Chief Justice DY Chandrachud
and comprising justices JB
Pardiwala and Manoj Misra is
scheduled to hear on Tuesday
the case on the plea of the All
India Judges Association and
22 other similar petitions. The
Association is seeking the
implementation of welfare and
other measures for former
judges and judicial officers.

The top-most bureaucrats of
Tamil Nadu, Madhya Pradesh,
Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal,
Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Assam,
Nagaland, Meghalaya,
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and
Kashmir, Ladakh, Jharkhand,
Kerala, Bihar, Goa, Haryana
and Odisha have to be present
in the apex court in person on
August 27. “T can see there is no
substantive compliance. They
will have to personally appear
before us or we will issue non-

bailable warrants (NBWs)
against them,” the CJI had
observed on August 22.
Advocate K Parmeshwar, ami-
cus curiae in the matter, had
contended before the top court
earlier that as many as 18
States and UTs have not com-
plied with the SNJPC recom-
mendations fully though sev-
eral orders have been issued.
The All India Judges
Association (AIJA) is seeking
implementation of welfare and
other measures for former
judges and judicial officers.
The Bench said the top bureau-
crats will have to appear per-
sonally to explain the delay and
rejected the request of various
States that the Chief Secretaries
be permitted to appear virtu-
ally.

On July 11, the Bench had
summoned the  Shief
Secretaries of 23 States for
non-compliance with the
SNJPC recommendations on
August 23.The amicus curie
later informed the court that
five more States have complied
with the directives in the mean-
time.

Rajnath Singh visits museum, interacts
with Indian community in Tennessee

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh visited the National
Civil Rights Museum and
interacted with the Indian
community in Memphis,
Tennessee on Sunday on the
last day of his tour to US,
defence ministry said here on
Monday.

Giving details, officials said
the National Civil Rights
Museum traces the history of
the civil rights movement in
the US from the 17th centu-
ry to the present, and is built
around the site of the assas-
sination of Martin Luther
King Jr in 1968. It also has a
bust of Mahatma Gandhi,
acknowledging his inspira-
tion for non-violent struggle.
Interacting with the Indian
diaspora from Memphis,
Atlanta, Nashville, and other
nearby areas, the defence

minister lauded the achieve-
ments of the community
members and their contribu-
tion to society, science and
economy. He described them
as a ‘living bridge’ between
India and US, fostering close
relations and goodwill.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh also acknowledged the
efforts of the Indian commu-
nity in establishing an exhib-

it of Mahatma Gandhi and
placing two honorary ‘Gandhi
Way’ street signals near the
National Civil Rights
Museum on the 150th birth
anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi in 2019. In this last
event of his US visit, he
underlined India’s growth
story in the last decade, and
the immense potential with a
promising future.

SC directs States to prowde info o funohomng of open prisons

PTI W NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court has
directed several states and
Union Territories (UTs) to
provide complete informa-
tion with regard to the func-
tioning of open prisons with-
in four weeks.

Semi-open or open prisons
allow convicts to work outside
the premises during the day to
earn a livelihood and return
in the evening. The concept
was introduced to assimilate
the convicts with society and
reduce psychological pres-
sure as they faced difficulties
in leading normal lives out-
side.

A bench of Justices B R Gavai
and K V Viswanathan was
informed by senior advocate
K Parameshwar, who is assist-
ing the top court as an ami-
cus curiae in a matter related
to congestion in jails, that sev-
eral states and UTs have not
yet filed their responses.
The bench noted that states
and UTs like Delhi, Himachal

Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh and
Punjab have not yet submit-
ted the qualitative/quantita-
tive charts despite circulation
of a questionnaire seeking
information in respect of the
status and functioning of
open correctional institutions
and whether such institu-
tions exist within their juris-
diction.”We, therefore, direct
that all the States/Union

p—— RS

Territories, which have not yet
filed their response, to file
complete response within a
period of four weeks from
today,” the bench said in its
order passed on August 20.
It said the states and UTs,
which have not given com-
plete information, shall also
ensure compliance within
four weeks.

“We further clarify that if any

of the state governments or
Union Territories do not
respond in terms of the orders
passed by this court, we will
be compelled to direct the
presence of the chief secretary
of the states/Union Territories
concerned before this court,”
the bench said and posted the
matter for further considera-
tion after four weeks.

The apex court noted that on

July 15, it had directed the
chief secretaries of various
states and UTs to submit their
responses on the issue of
open jails.

The amicus told the bench
that states and UTs of Gujarat,

Haryana, Jammu and
Kashmir, Maharashtra,
Manipur, Nagaland,

Telangana, Uttar Pradesh,
Dadra and Nagar Haveli,
Daman and Diu,
Lakshadweep, Puducherry
and Ladakh, have not filed
their responses yet.

While hearing the matter on
May 9, the apex court had
observed that establishing
open jails can be one of the
solutions to overcrowding
and also addressing the issue
of rehabilitation of prisoners.
In its May 17 order, the bench
had noted the submission of
the amicus that a model draft
manual has been prepared by
the Union of India where the
nomenclature ‘open correc-
tional institutions’ is used for
such facilities.

ICMR centre in Assam develops technology for precise TB testing priced at I35

ARCHANA JYOTI ® NEW DELHI

As India races to meet its
ambitious target of elim-
inating Tuberculosis (TB) by
2025, the Indian Council of
Medical Research’s (ICMR)
regional center in Dibrugarh,
Assam, has made a significant
breakthrough: It has devel-
oped an affordable precise TB
testing technology priced at
just Rs 35, which employs a
CRISPR-based system to
detect the deadly disease
using a patient’s sputum sam-
ple.

This innovative testing
method, known as the
‘CRISPR-Casl2a-based sys-

tem, is not only cost-effective
but also efficient. It offers a
rapid and precise diagnosis, a
critical advancement in the
fight against TB, especially in
resource-limited settings. The
low cost and ease of use make
it a promising tool for wide-
spread implementation,
potentially accelerating India’s
progress toward its TB elim-
ination goal, said an official
from the ICMR.

In contrast, conventional TB
tests, such as culture,
microscopy, and nucleic acid-
based techniques, are often
time-consuming and require
sophisticated equipment. For
example, TB cultures can take

up to 42 days to confirm a
negative result, and other
methods may suffer from
issues related to sensitivity,
specificity, speed, and cost.
“However, the new testing
technology can analyze over
1,500 samples in a single run
within approximately two and
a half hours, offering a sig-
nificant improvement over
traditional diagnostic meth-
ods,” said the official about
the diagnostic tool developed
by Regional Medical Research
Centre at Dibrugarh, one of
the 26 permanent institutes of
ICMR in the country.

. “Current diagnostic methods
often exhibit limitations in
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terms of sensitivity, specifici-
ty, speed and cost, emphasiz-
ing the need for innovative
approaches. Conventional
diagnostic techniques for TB
commonly rely on culture
(which requires 42 days to
confirm as TB negative),
microscopy, and nucleic acid-
based methods. These are
time-consuming and may
require sophisticated equip-
ment. Additionally, some
molecular diagnostic meth-
ods, while offering improved
sensitivity, may lack the
desired specificity or face
challenges associated with
cost and ease of handling,
said an official from the

ICMR.

India has the highest TB bur-
den in the world, accounting
for an estimated one-fifth of
global cases.

The new CRISPR-Casl2a-
based system, branded as
‘GlowTBPCRK:it, includes an
amplification step using a
thermal cycler and the
‘RapidGlow’ device. This
approach aims to address the
limitations of current diag-
nostic tools by providing a
more accurate, rapid, and
cost-effective solution for
detecting Mycobacterium
tuberculosis.

The ICMR is now seeking
Expressions of Interest (Eol)

from organisations, compa-
nies, and manufacturers to
commercialize this technolo-
gy. The ICMR-RMRCNE
institute will offer expert
guidance and technical sup-
port throughout the produc-
tion and commercialization
phases.

According to the India TB
report 2024 released by the
Union Health Ministry in
March, the incidence rate in
India had fallen from 237 per
lakh population in 2015 to
199 per lakh population in
2022, while the mortality rate
had declined from 28 per
lakh population in 2015 to 23
per lakh population in 2022.
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Batenge toh katenge: UP G Yooi Says
B'desh mistakes shouldn't happen in India

PTIE AGRA (UP

ttar ~ Pradesh  Chief

Minister Yogi Adityanath
here on Monday urged people
to stay united to reach the
pinnacle of prosperity, saying
the mistakes in Bangladesh
should not happen in India.
"Batenge toh katenge (if
divided, we will be cut up),"
he  said  during an
inauguration event in Agra.
Bangladesh recently saw
massive  anti-government
protests, leading to the ouster
of prime minister Sheikh

Hasina. The country
continued to witness
incidents of violence,

including targetted attacks on
the Hindu minority
community, even after the fall
of the Hasina-led
government.

Addressing the gathering at
the  programme  here,
Adityanath said, "There can
be nothing bigger than the
nation, and when will a
nation be strong, when we are
united and good."

"Aap dekh rahe hain
Bangladesh mein kya ho raha
hai? Wo galatiyan yahan nahi
honi chahiye. Batenge toh
katenge! Ek rahenge to nek
rahenge, surakshit rahenge
aur samriddhi ki parakashtha
ko pahuchenge,” the chief
minister said in Hindi.
Roughly translated, he asked
people if they are watching

what is happening in
Bangladesh and said those
mistakes should not happen
here, adding, "If divided, we
will be cut, if together, we will
be good, secure and reach the
pinnacle of prosperity."

The chief minister also
shared a clip of his speech on
X. "We have to realise the

resolve of Viksit Bharat
(developed India),"
Adityanath  said  after
inaugurating a statue of

Durga Das Rathore near the
Taj Mahal metro station here.
Rathore was a commander in

the army of erstwhile
Jodhpur province's king
Maharaja Jaswant Singh who
took on Mughal ruler
Aurangzeb in the 17th
century.

After unveiling the statue, the
chief minister said "evil and
cunning” Aurangzeb killed
Singh by deceit.

He added that it was an

honour for him to inaugurate

the statue in the centenary
year of the 'Kakori Train

Action', which is being
celebrated in the state, and on
the day of Janmashtami.

"In a country where great
heroes like Durgadas Rathore
are born, no foreign invader
can harm that country in any
way. Humble tribute to him!"
he later said on X.

Addressing the gathering in
Agra, Adityanath said Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
given a clarion call for making
India a developed nation by
2047 and it is the everyone's
combined duty to work
towards realising this resolve.
Highlighting the mythological
significance of Agra, he said,
"Agra is an important part of
the Braj region. Every particle
of this region is believed to be
the abode of Lord Krishna.
This place has art, culture,
faith, and devotion."

Cong’s DNA
1s anti-public,
says Scindia

PTI B GWALIOR

The DNA of the Congress is
anti-public and the party
stands in  support of
oppressors and those who are
corrupt, Union Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia said on
Monday.

In Gwalior to take part in
Krishna Janmashtami events,
he further said the Congress
opposes the rule of justice.
Asked about the Congress'
opposition to authorities
razing the house of a man
accused of indulging in
violence during a protest in
Chhatarpur, Scindia said,
"The Congress will oppose
every step taken for public
welfare. The Congress' DNA
is anti-public. They will
oppose the Unified Pension
Scheme and  bulldozing
houses of those who oppress
people.”

"The Congress is standing in
support of oppressors and
those who are corrupt. This
character of the party has
been exposed. It is talking in
favour of those involved in
crimes against women as is
being seen from West Bengal
to Karnataka. There is rule of
oppression when the
Congress is in power. It
opposes the rule of justice,"

Scindia added.

The Congress has condemned
MP authorities for bulldozing
the house of Shahzad Ali, who
is accused of indulging in
violence during a protest

called in Chhatarpur to
condemn the allegedly
objectionable remarks against

Islam by  Nashik-based
spiritual leader ~Ramgiri
Maharaj.

The protest was held on
August 21 and Ali's house was
brought down the next day,
with authorities claiming it
was built without requisite
permission. Speaking on local
issues, Scindia said a regional
industry conclave being held
on August 28 will pave the
way for further development
of Gwalior.
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Atter repartee, Rajini, TN Minister
Duraimurugan hold out olive brnches

PTI B CHENNAI

MK  senior Minister

Duraimurugan, who had
reacted strongly to Tamil film
superstar Rajinikanth's "old
timers" in DMK remark, held
out an olive branch on
Monday saying both of them
will remain friends forever.
Playing down the sudden
repartee between the two, the
film star said he had no
regrets over Duraimurugan's
remark that "old actors" were
denying opportunity to
youngsters.
"He (Duraimurugan) is my
long-time friend. I like him
very much. I have no regrets
over what Duraimurugan has
said. Our friendship will
continue,” Rajinikanth told
reporters at the airport on
Monday when his comments
were sought.
On Sunday, DMK General

Secretary  Duraimurugan,
who holds the Water
Resources  portfolio  as

minister in the M K Stalin
cabinet, said, "Actors who
have grown old, with falling
teeth, and sporting beards in
their end  stages are
continuing to act, denying
opportunity to young actors."
The minister made the
remarks aimed at the top
actor when reporters in
Vellore drew his attention to
Rajinikanth's earlier
comment likening the DMK

seniors to old students
refusing to leave the
classroom even after securing
a rank in the exams.

While speaking at the release
of the book 'Kalaignar Ennum
Thaai', authored by Public
Works Minister E V Velu here
on Saturday, Rajini who
received the first copy from
Chief Minister M K Stalin,
compared the DMK senior
Ministers to old students
making it difficult for the
class teacher to handle them.
"The DMK has many old
students who refuse to leave
the classrooms even after
securing a rank in exams.
There's Duraimurugan who
could even make life difficult
for Kalaignar (late Chief
Minister M Karunanidhi),"
Rajini said at the event.
Turning to the chief minister,
Rajini said in his inimitable

ry e -
style "to a school teacher,
handling new students isn't
difficult. But, managing old
students is not an easy task.
Here there are many old
students. They are not normal
but are rank holders. How to
manage them? Stalin sir, hats
off to you."

This evoked spontaneous
laughter from the audience
and even the chief minister
was amused. Bringing the
sudden controversy to a close,
Duraimurugn told reporters
here on Monday, "Let's not
convert humour into hostility.
We will forever remain as
friends."

Meanwhile, BJP state chief K
Annamalai took a dig at the
DMK, saying the actor's
comments could be
interpreted as a sign of
brewing discontent within the
ruling party.

Tripura: 12 houses
set on fire after idol

defaced at temp

PTI B AGARTALA

t least 12 houses and a few

vehicles were set on fire by
unidentified persons after an
idol was found defaced at a
temple in Ranirbazar area in
West Tripura, police said on
Monday. Prohibitory orders

under Section 163 of BNSS
were imposed in Jirania
subdivision under which
Ranirbazar  falls.  Heavy

security deployment has also
been made in the area to
defuse tension.

"Around 12 dwelling houses
were set on fire at Ranirbazar
by miscreants late on Sunday
after an idol of Goddess Kali
was found disfigured in
Kaiturbari. A few motorcycles
and pick-up vans were also
gutted in the blaze," Assistant
Inspector General (Law and
Order) Ananta Das told PTI.
No human casualties were
reported in the incident.
Eyewitnesses said that the
residents fled their dwellings
upon seeing the raging mob.
Das said heavy deployment of
security forces have been made
to defuse tension and Director
General of Police, Intelligence,

e

Anurag Dhankar and West
Tripura Superintendent of
Police Kiran Kumar have
visited the area.

"Police will register a suo moto
case once the assessment of
loss of properties is completed.
The situation is under control,"

he said.Following
apprehension of breach of
peace, prohibitory orders

under Section 163 of BNSS
have been imposed in Jirania
subdivision of West Tripura
district from August 26 to 28,
District Magistrate Vishal
Kumar said in an order.

Under the prohibitory orders,
assembly of five or more
people will be prohibited due
to violent activities in the
subdivision, it added.

Tipra Motha supremo Pradyot
Kishore Manikya Debbarma
on Monday expressed concern
over the incident and appealed
to everyone to maintain law
and order. "Last night incident
in Ranirbazar Kaiturbari area
is a worrying sign with reports
of communal clashes. I appeal
to those who are responsible
for maintaining law and order
to follow the rule of law," he
wrote on Facebook.

Mayawati recalls ‘95 guest house
incident to berate SP, Congress

PTI B LUCKNOW

BSP chief Mayawati on
Monday referred to the
1995 Lucknow 'state guest
house incident' to attack the
Samajwadi Party for the
"deadly assault" on her, and
the Congress for not coming
to her aid despite being in
power at the Centre at that
time.

The fresh salvo comes three
days after the Bahujan Samaj
Party (BSP) chief expressed
her gratitude to Samajwadi
Party (SP) president Akhilesh
Yadav for his stance on the
"objectionable comments"
made by a BJP MLA against
her during a TV debate.

The SP had carried out a
deadly attack on me on June
2, 1995, after the BSP
withdrew its support, then
why does Congress never
speak on this? The Congress
government at the Centre
during that time also did not
fulfil its responsibility on

time," the former Uttar
Pradesh chief minister said in
a post on X.

"Even when Kanshi Ram ji
was in a serious condition and
hospitalised, the home
minister had to  be

and the

reprimanded
opposition also gheraoed the
Parliament, only after that did
the Congress government

take action,” she said in

Hindi.
"Because at that time the
central Congress

government's intentions had
also become bad, which after
some untoward incident
wanted to run its government
from behind the scenes by
imposing president's rule in
Uttar ~ Pradesh,  whose
conspiracy was foiled by BSP,"
Mayawati further claimed.

n June 2, 1995, after she
announced her decision to
withdraw support from the
Mulayam  Singh ~ Yadav
government, SP leaders and
workers reached the guest

house where Mayawati was
scheduled to meet her party
leaders and allegedly attacked
her.

She was rescued from the
guest house by BJP leaders.
Later, the governor sacked the

Mulayam  Singh  Yadav
dispensation and invited
Mayawati to form the
government.

Mayawati said the entire
opposition, including the BJP,
had fulfilled its duty to save
her from criminal elements of
the SP in the name of
humanity. "So why does the
Congress keep having trouble
with this from time to time?
People should be aware of it."
"Apart from this, the BSP has
been putting full pressure for
a caste census for years, first
on the Congress at the Centre
and now on the BJP"
Mayawati said.

"But after the caste census,
will the Congress be able to
ensure the rightful rights of
Scheduled Castes (SCs),
Scheduled Tribes (STs) and
Other Backward Classes
(OBCs)? Those who are still
silent on the issue of
classification and creamy
layer in SC/ST reservation
should answer," she added.

Devotees throng
temples across Jaipur to

PTIE JAIPUR

housands of devotees on

Monday thronged
Govind Devji temple and Shri
Radha Gopinathji temple and
paid obeisance amid tight
security arrangements on the
occasion of Janmashtami.
From  early  morning,
devotees made a beeline for
‘'mangla darshan' at the
Govind Devji Temple at 4.30
am.
Jaipur Police Commissioner
Biju George Joseph said the
influx of devotees is expected
to increase as the day
advances. Accordingly, we
have made adequate security
arrangements for their safety.
A huge rush of devotees was
also seen in several temples
including ~ Shri  Radha
Gopinath Ji Temple.
Joseph said facial recognition
CCTV cameras to identify
pickpockets, vehicle thieves
and other miscreants have
been installed in Govind
Devji  temple, ISKCON
temple and Akshaya Patra
temple.

celebrate Janmashtam

s

Control rooms have been set
up at each of the three
temples for surveillance.
Teams of policemen in plain
clothes have also been
deployed in the temples, he
said.

“Photos and other details of
criminals of the state and
interstate are already fed in
the database. Whenever these
criminals come in the range
of the CCTYV, they will be
identified and immediately
an alert will pop up and
security personnel on duty
will nab them immediately,"
the officer said.

Temples in Jaipur and across
the state have been decorated
with flowers and lights for
Janmashtami celebrations.

Trademark suit: HC temporarily restrains Pune
eatery from using brand name ‘Burger King’

PTI B MUMBAI

n an interim relief to US

giant Burger King in a
trademark infringement suit,
the Bombay High Court on
Monday restrained a Pune-
based eatery from using the
brand name till September 6.
The company moved the high
court last week, challenging
an order passed by a Pune
court dismissing its suit
alleging trademark
infringement  against a
namesake eatery in Pune.
A division bench of Justices A
S Chandurkar and Rajesh
Patil on Monday said that it

would  first  hear the
company's application
seeking interim injunction
against the eatery on
September 6.

TR @ BURGERKING

Until then, the ad-interim
order granted by the Pune
court in January 2012
restraining the eatery from
using the name "Burger King"
shall be extended, the high
court said.

The fast-food company, in its
suit, sought an injunction
against the eatery from using
the name "Burger King", as it

=

was causing the company
huge loss, damage and harm
to its goodwill, business and
reputation.

A Pune court had dismissed
the 2011 suit filed by Burger
King Corporation, noting that
the city-based eatery had
been operating since 1992,
which was even before the US
burger joint opened shop in

India.

Burger King Corporation also
filed an application in the
high court seeking an interim
injunction against the eatery
owners from using the name
pending the hearing and final
disposal of its appeal.

The company's advocate,
Hiren Kamod, on Monday
submitted to the court that
until their plea or application
seeking an interim injunction
is heard, the ad-interim order
passed in 2012 by the Pune
court shall be extended.
Advocate Abhijit Sarwate,
appearing for the eatery
owners, Anahita Irani and
Shapoor Irani, submitted to
the court that they have
started using the name
'Burger King' online since two
days.

Seven prison officials suspended in K’taka for
giving special treatment to jailed actor Darshan

PTI ® BENGALURU

even prison officials have

been  suspended  for
allegedly  giving  special
treatment to Kannada actor
Darshan Thoogudeepa, who
is currently in judicial
custody in the Renukaswamy
murder case.
A Superintendent of the
Central Jail at Parappana
Agrahara here has also been
transferred  following an
inquiry after a photo of the
actor smoking with a coffee
mug in hand emerged on
social media on Sunday
sparking a row.
The picture shows Darshan
sitting leisurely on a lawn on
the jail premises along with
three others, including two
alleged rowdy-sheeters.
Those suspended are jailers

Sharan Basappa Amingad and

Prabhu S  Khandelwal,
assistant  jailers L S
Kuppeswamy, Srikanth
Talwar, head warders

Venkappa, Sampath Kumar
and warder K Basappa,
Karnataka Home Minister G
Parameshwara told reporters
here on Monday.

The new jail superintendent
will be asked to strictly deal
with  such incidents of

"dereliction of duty," he said.
Parameshwara said soon after
the matter came to his
knowledge he directed the
Director General of Police to
conduct a probe following
which a team of senior police
officials visited the jail. Their
inquiry  confirmed the
involvement of the suspended
officers in facilitating special
treatment to Darshan, he
added.

Parameshwara said it is a

matter of concern that such
incidents occur despite the
presence ~ CCTVs  and
jammers inside the prisons in
the state.
A total of 17 people including
Darshan along with his friend
Pavithra Gowda are currently
in judicial custody in
connection with the murder
case.

IMD warns of
torrential rain in
MP, Rajasthan
Gujarat, Maha

PTI @ NEW DELHI
over

Adepression

northwest Madhya
Pradesh and adjoining east
Rajasthan has intensified into
a deep depression, the India
Meteorological Department
said on Monday and warned
of heavy to extremely heavy
rainfall in parts of the two
states and Gujarat, Goa and
Maharashtra over the next
two to three days.

At 11:30 pm on August 25, the
deep depression lay centred
near 70 km south-southeast
of Chittorgarh, Rajasthan.
This system is expected to
move west-southwest,
affecting South Rajasthan,
and Gujarat, and reaching
Saurashtra, Kutch, and parts
of Pakistan by August 29, the
IMD said in an update issued
at 2 am.

The weather department said
another low-pressure area is
located over Bangladesh and
adjoining Gangetic West
Bengal. It is likely to intensify
further and move towards
Gangetic West Bengal, north
Odisha, and Jharkhand over
the next two days.

Issuing a red alert, the IMD
said heavy to extremely heavy
rainfall is expected in West
Madhya Pradesh on August
26. Similar conditions are
forecast for east and south

Rajasthan, Gujarat,
Saurashtra and Kutch from
August 26 to 29.

Konkan, Goa, Madhya
Maharashtra, Odisha,

Gangetic West Bengal, and
Jharkhand are also expected
to receive heavy to extremely
heavy rainfall over the next
two days.

The IMD has warned of
strong winds reaching up to
50 kmph in Madhya Pradesh
on August 26 and up to 60
kmph in south Rajasthan on
August 26-27.

In Gujarat, nearby Pakistan,
north Maharashtra, and the
northeast Arabian Sea, strong
winds gusting up to 55 kmph
are expected on August 26,
increasing to 60 kmph on
August 27 and 28.

Rough to very rough sea
conditions are anticipated off
the coasts of Gujarat,
Pakistan, and north
Maharashtra until August 30.

Buried under mining waste, river pulled back from brink 1in Rajasthan

PTI ® KOTA (RAJASTHAN)

Environmentalist Bitthal
Sanadhya was roaming
near the Labhakho and
Peepalda areas of the Dabi
forest range in Rajasthan's
Bundi district when he was
told by a forest ranger that the
place was a river buried by
debris from illegal mining
sites.  Stunned by the
revelation, Bundi Jal Biradari
president Sanadhya -- who

draws  inspiration  from
Ramon Magsaysay Award
winner Rajendra Singh -- was
driven to revive the river, a
tributary of the Chambal
known locally as the Aeru.
Armed with GPS images of the
illegal mining sites and the
buried river, he approached
Rajasthan High Court in 2018
and filed a PIL to revive the
Aeru in the region.

An eight-kilometre stretch of
the Aeru, which covers 40

kilometres  through the
Bhilwara and Bundi districts
before merging into the

Chambal, had been buried
under debris from illegal
mines.

The Aeru originates from
Tilaswa Mahadev in Bhilwara
and passes through six villages
before entering Bundi at
Lamakhoh.

For years, suspected mining
mafia illegally mined stones
and slabs in the Aeru, turning

the river into a dump yard.
"The ranger's response when
he said it was part of the Aeru

river buried under mining

dump stunned me," Sanadhya
said."Since then, I devoted

myself to bringing the river
back to life," he added.

Following a five-year battle,
the high court last year
ordered the Department of
Mines & Geology to prepare
an action plan for the removal
of the mining waste from the
river and allocate funds for its

implementation.
Complying with the order,
Bundi collector  Akshay

Godara allocated Rs 10 crore
from the District Mining

Foundation =~ Trust  for
removing the waste earlier this
year.

Work on the river revival
project, beginning with the
removal of the mining debris,
started in June and it has
already begun to pay
dividends.

Crystal-clear water now flows
over a more than two-
kilometre stretch, with the
hope that the Aeru will once
again enrich the riverbanks as

it had previously done.
Atleast 15 earthmovers and 25
dumpers have been deployed
to remove the mining waste
and 40 per cent of the work
has already been completed,
said Ajay Singh Gurjar -- a
junior engineer of the water
resources department, which
is executing the cleanup drive.
The work is now stopped for
the monsoon but it will be
completed by November, he
added.
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PAPER WITH PASSION

Give peace a chance

The Cairo talks represent a glimmer of hope for

war ravaged Gaza in an otherwise bleak situation

end for crucial discussions aimed at securing a ceasefire. The talks come at a

As fighting continues unabated in Gaza, negotiators gathered in Cairo this week-

pivotal moment, with the conflict between Hamas and Israel now in its tenth month.
Despite the ongoing hostilities, there is hope that a breakthrough might be within reach,
though significant hurdles remain. The war has left Gaza in ruins and triggered a human-
itarian crisis of immense proportions. The conflict has displaced nearly all of Gaza's pop-
ulation at least once, and efforts to broker a ceasefire have so far failed to bring lasting
peace. The international community, led by the United States, Egypt, and Qatar, has been
engaged in persistent but ultimately inconclusive negotiations to end the violence. The
Cairo talks, held under the shadow of ongoing violence, are seen as a critical step towards
ending the conflict. However, the talks are complicated by the fact that Hamas, while
sending a delegation to Cairo, has stated that it will not participate directly in the nego-
tiations. Instead, the Hamas delegation is expected to
meet with senior Egyptian officials to receive updates
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on the progress of the talks. Hamas continues to insist
on a complete withdrawal of Israeli forces from Gaza,
| including from the Philadelphi Corridor along the Gaza-
' * Egypt border, a key sticking point in the discussions.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has his own
reservations and is unwilling to withdraw troops from

the pioneer

ender reform 1n

19th-century Bengal

i =N

RAJDEEP PATHAK

In the 19th century, a complex interplay of reformist and colonial
influences emerged, particularly concerning the status of women

n the 19th century, as

British colonialism

reshaped the Indian socio-

cultural landscape, intel-

lectuals like Captain N.
Augustus Willard and Indian
reformers grappled with the sta-
tus of women in India. Willard,
like many British officials, viewed
Indian women with a mixture of
pity and a sense of moral duty,
perceiving them as victims of
ignorance, reflected in their pref-
erence for songs that were consid-
ered passionate and sensual. At
the same time, English-educated
Bengali elites, inspired by both

,_;ﬂ":" T:: -% border, Western ideas and traditional
T The framework for the current talks is based on a plan | Hindu values, sought to reform
il *.-‘_ tined by U.S. President Joe Bid Mav 31. which women’s education while retain-
el S S outlined by U.o. Fresident Joe biden on Viay 51, WNICh g patriarchal norms. It is per-
- NG e has been endorsed by the United Nations Security = tinent to mention the role played
o - - o
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Council. The plan envisions a three-phase process,
beginning with a full and complete ceasefire, during which hostages would be exchanged
for Palestinian prisoners in Israeli jails. Despite initial agreement on the plan by Hamas
leadership, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has expressed reservations, par-
ticularly regarding the continued presence of Israeli troops along the Gaza-Egypt bor-
der, which he argues is necessary to prevent Hamas from rearming. The United States
is exploring new proposals to bridge the gap between Israel and Hamas. The success
of talks likely hinging on whether the U.S. can pressure Netanyahu into accepting a com-
promise. Meanwhile the war rages on in Gaza. Israeli airstrikes and artillery fire have
devastated the territory, with reports of dozens of civilian casualties in recent days. The
United Nations has reported large-scale evacuations from areas such as Deir el-Balah
and Khan Yunis, as Israeli military operations intensify. The humanitarian situation in Gaza
remains dire, with displaced families forced to flee daily in search of safety. Both Israelis
and Gazans are increasingly desperate for an end to the bloodshed. Protests have erupt-
ed across Israel, with thousands calling for a deal to secure the release of the remain-
ing hostages. The path to peace remains fraught with challenges, and the coming days
will be crucial in determining whether a lasting ceasefire can be achieved.

by the renowned social reformer
Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, a key
figure among the Bengali
bhadralok, who championed the
cause of widow remarriage and
women’s education.

Influenced by Western education,
yet deeply rooted in his cultural
heritage, Vidyasagar sought to
balance these dual influences. He
established numerous schools
for girls, believing that education
was essential for their empower-
ment and societal upliftment.
Another key figure in Indias
renaissance movement, Bankim
Chandra Chatterjee
(Chattopadhyay), aluminary in
Indian literature, is celebrated for
his seminal contributions to both
educational reforms and the
Indian freedom struggle.

His multifaceted legacy extends
beyond his literary genius, encap-
sulating his role as an intellectu-
al force in the socio-political
landscape of 19th-century India.
Bankim Chandra was a pioneer-
ing figure in the sphere of educa-
tional reforms in India. His vision
for education was grounded in
the belief that a modern, enlight-
ened society could only emerge
through an educated populace.
Chatterjee advocated for the
modernization of the education
system, emphasizing the need to
integrate Western scientific
knowledge with traditional Indian
learning.

Bankim Chandra Chatterjee’s
engagement with educational
reforms is evident in his writings

and his role as a Deputy
Magistrate — the first in-charge
(Sub-divisional magistrate) of
the Arambag subdivision in
West Bengal. He used his
position to influence educa-
tional policies and advocate for
the establishment of institu-
tions that could impart con-
temporary education. Author
of India’s National Song Vande
Mataram became a clarion
call during India’s
Independence movement,
Bankim Chandra’s novels,
often interwoven with themes
of social and educational
upliftment, served as a medi-
um to propagate his ideas to a
broader audience.

Bankim Chandra
Chattopadhyay’s novels often
depicted strong, complex
female characters, who played
crucial roles in the narrative,
challenging the traditional
views of women in society.
“Vande Mataram,” depicted
in Bankim Chandra
Chatterjee’s novel
“Anandamath,” serves as the
manifesto of the Sanyasi group,
celebrating a land abundant
with rice, lush greenery,
vibrant flowers, and sparkling
rivers.

The song idolizes the country
as a goddess incarnate. While
historically and politically sig-
nificant, “Anandamath”
unfolds through semiotic, dis-
cursive, and aesthetic dimen-

BANKIM CHANDRA
CHATTOPADHYAY’S
NOVELS OFTEN
DEPICTED STRONG,
COMPLEX FEMALE
CHARACTERS, WHO
PLAYED CRUCIAL
ROLES IN THE

sions. The narrative, through
characters like Mohendra,
Kalyani, and Sukumari, inter-
twines with India’s traditional
and cultural contexts. The
Santan of the Math, led by
guru Satyananda and his dis-
ciples, embody qualities of
truth, knowledge, emotion,
patience, and being. “Vande
Mataram” transcends patrio-
tism, embodying philosophi-
cal renderings of existential
and metaphysical human
attributes, with women depict-
ed as equals, exemplified by
Shanti’s  bravery and
sacrifice.Bankim Chandra’s
portrayal of women was signif-
icant as it challenged the pre-
vailing societal norms and
provided a progressive vision
of women's roles in society. In
“Devi Chaudhurani,” (1884)
the protagonist Prafulla trans-
forms from a submissive girl

NARRATIVE, into the powerful Devi

Chaudhurani, a leader of a

CHALLENGING THE band of rebels. Her character

TRADITIONAL VIEWS embod%es the potential fo(lir
women’s empowerment an

OF WOMEN IN  he possibility of their active

SOCIETY Pparticipation in societal

change.

By depicting women as strong,
capable, and essential to the
nation’s progress, his novels
contributed to the broader
discourse on women’s rights
and empowerment in pre-
independent India, which,
however, is debatable.

Novels like “Kapalkundala,”
“Debi Chaudhurani,” and
“Durgeshnandini” feature
characters such as
Kapalkundala, Prafulla, and
Ayesha, who exhibit depth
and complexity.
“Brishabriksha” (The Poison
Tree) and “Krishnakanter Uil”
addresses social issues like

widow remarriage and
polygamy through the stories
of Suryamukhi,

Kundanandini, and Rohini.
In “Sitaram,” the tragic effects
of polygamy are highlighted,
while “Anandmath” contrasts
the nation’s depiction as
Mother, while the exclusion of
women from the fight for its
cause is also depicted. It can be
said that Bankim Chandra
Chattopadhyay’s depiction of
strong, independent female
characters — despite their com-
plexities — challenged existing
gender norms and inspired a
rethinking of women’s poten-
tial and place in society. By
showcasing women as central
figures in the fight against
oppression and as leaders in
their own right, Bankim
Chandras works resonated
with the growing movements
for social and political reform.
(The writer is Programme
Executive, Gandhi Smriti and
Darshan Samiti; views are
personal)
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A farmer harvests grapes, at Repora Lar area in Ganderbal, Kashmir
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Life’s dilemmas: Lessons

from everyday conflicts

We should recognise the value of pausing and reflecting, to determine
whether our reactions to perceived insults are genuinely justified

e face conflicts
and dilemmas
many times in our

lives. We resolve a few of
those, avoiding others to
avoid confrontation.

We went through some fas-
cinating times recently. We
cast our votes to elect the
next central government.
The excitement of the
crowd at the polling booth
was palpable even early in
the morning. There was
another major event, which
was at our society level. We
also had elections for the
governing body of our res-
idents' welfare association.
I realised that the two elec-
tions mirrored each other.
New alliances were formed,
and old ones were discard-
ed. Sworn foes smiled at
each other with a warmth
not unlike the hot Delhi
summers. There were many
heartbreaks too if friends
vied for the same position.
Two of the prospective can-
didates for a position went
about venting their frustra-
tion when told by well-
meaning friends about the
intent of the other. I sug-
gested a mutual tete-a-tete.
The conflict was resolved.

I faced a dilemma as an

~ T
adolescent half a century
back. One afternoon, I had
an argument with a friend,
which went a little over-
board, and I punched him.
He was taller than me and
did not take kindly to my
aggression. He punched me
back. It did not erupt into
a full-blown fist fight only
because I had already ratio-
nalised his punch a little
before it had connected
with my soft abdomen.
After all, T had started the
battle; he was entitled to
retaliate.

Many of us hesitate to ask
for personal favour, appre-
hensive of facing rejection.
It is also a dilemma, albeit
in our minds. I had no say
in the allotment of the zonal

railways after the comple-
tion of our railway proba-
tion training. I did get an
opportunity to express my
heart's desire, when m
senior asked me if I had any
preference for the place of
posting. I was diffident and
I gave a convoluted reply,
"Anywhere, though my
preference would be
Mughalsarai.” This was a
small town in my native
state. He took the first part
of my statement at face
value. I was posted at
Sealdah, the other end, and
along way from my home-
town - physically, linguisti-
cally, and culturally.

I understood much later in
life the importance of plain
speaking, however unpalat-
able it might be. It may
cause initial bitterness, but
the relationship would be
stronger eventually. The
self-realisation still did not
give me the courage to
upbraid a junior colleague
for his tardiness. I chose to
walk away from confronta-
tion by not allocating him
any responsibilities.

I envy those who have mas-
tered sugar-coating the bit-
ter pill. It softens the blow,
yet hits the person equally

SANJAY CHANDRA

hard. But it might even
convey a wrong meaning.
During a recent conversa-
tion, my wife and her friend
contemplated conveying a
rather difficult sentiment to
another friend through a
message. A small phrase
was added to be polite. I felt
that this changed the intent
to something entirely dif-
ferent. They did not agree
and chose not to send the
message. Yet, the friend
had not hesitated to upbraid
another friend a few days
earlier over a trivial issue. I
saw conflict in the two sit-

uations, she did not.
Conflicts have been a part
of our lives since ages. I
would not like to be the
Arjun who faced the biggest
challenge of his life. T am a
mere mortal. I have my
follies. It is not for me to
preach to be perfect. I
would look at the words of
author Jo Coudert to give
me strength, "Every life is a
dilemma that must be
solved by the person living

it."

(The author is an electrical
engineer with the Indian
Railways and conducts
classes in creative writing;
views are personal)
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SANCTITY OF OATH
Madam — We all expect aspirants who
desire to make a career in public service
must be clean in their thoughts and acts.
All MPs, MLAs take oath and swear on
this but the reality is different. For those
of whom read this information don’t be
confused and conclude yourself that this
is the tally of medals in the recently con-
cluded Paris Olympics 2024. Anybody
would have been shocked and put their
head in shame to feel pity for the peo-
ple who have voted for the respective
candidates from their constituency by
the fond hope that they will deliver well
for them. The update is that there are
as many as 151 sitting MPs and MLAs
declared cases related to crimes against
women in their election affidavits, with
West Bengal having the highest number
of lawmakers facing such cases, accord-
ing to a recent report by a poll rights
body.
West Bengal tops the list with 25 sitting
MPs and MLAs facing charges related
to crimes against women, followed by
Andhra Pradesh with 21 and Odisha
with 17, according to the report that
comes under the ongoing nationwide
protests. BJP tops the list with 54 MPs
and MLAs facing charges of crime
against women, and Congress follows
with 23. It would be more appropriate
if the law takes its course to prove or
clear those of charges by putting them
before the fast track so that people’s trust
on them can be delivered on its own
merits.

A P Thiruvadi | Chennai

YOUTH UNEMPLOYMENT

Madam—Today, we are facing a serious
threat in the form of youth unemploy-
ment, which is hindering India's long-
term development and growth. It stress-
es the need to tackle this problem for
sustainable economic development. A
few announcements have been made in
the recent budget to address the issue
of the job crisis in India. The key fac-
tors responsible for the employment cri-

E EDITOR

Chalk vs cheese!

L

S ‘\

his relates to your edit "Surging Ahead"
T(Aug.24). Words, they say, are the dress of

thoughts. And it is by their words that
Americans are today judging Kamala Harris and
Donald Trump. Trump’s utterances are akin to
Modi’s in the last lap of the 2024 elections when
he neither had issues nor proper words to bash
the Opposition with. He spoke like one cornered

and defeated, rather than one who was optimistic
of winning the election. In the end, his "mutton,

sis are outdated labor laws acting as dis-
incentives for large-scale employment.
The government's past efforts to
enhance private investment have main-
ly been focused on increasing produc-
tion activities rather than creating
jobs. According to the International
Labour Organization (ILO), the share
of unemployed youth in the total
unemployed population was 82.9% in
22.

The government of India should con-
sider increasing industrialization and
investment in agriculture, as it can cre-
ate more job opportunities and boost
the productivity of the overall nation.

Neha Tomar | Ujjain

PROTECT TEMPLE LANDS

Madam — In the state of Andhra
Pradesh, many temple lands have been
illegally occupied and used for unnec-
essary constructions. Due to this, the
temples are not able to conduct their
puja programs properly. Strict measures
should be taken to prevent land
encroachment.

mughal and mangalsutra" rants did not resonate
even with those aligned with the BJP. In the fight
for the US’ presidency, Trump is not coming out
trumps with his all too palpable lies, slanderous
remarks at Kamala and his fist-pumping which
is not helping him or his party to take the battle
into the "enemy’ lines. Poor leadership is on full
display, with Trump seemingly tilting at the wind-
mills. In contrast, Kamala has shown much grace,
sense and sensibility as she speaks about issues
rather than engaging with Trump in a shouting
match. Trump already has the baggage of mak-
ing the USA a laughing stock of the world with
his open calls for violence and questioning insti-
tutions that constitute America’s bedrock of
democracy. As the hour of reckoning approach-
es, itis becoming increasingly clear that it's going
to be chalk Vs cheese, and that there are no fence-
sitters this time.

Avinash Godboley | Dewas

There should be important laws and
regulations for the protection of lands.
Such laws need to be framed and strict-
ly enforced. Special ordinances should
also be framed to protect temple lands.
People's cooperation is very important
for the protection of temple lands.
Conservation of lands is possible if tem-
ples, their administrators and local
people work together.
All necessary measures regarding pro-
tection of lands can be taken by deput-
ing specially trained personnel to pro-
tect temple lands. By recording land sta-
tus and other details in digital form, ille-
gal encroachments can be detected
quickly. It is good for conservation of
lands.
Protection of temple lands means pro-
tection of spiritual, cultural and social
rights. Hence, it is imperative that the
government, local institutions, and peo-
ple work together.

Appanna Gonapa | Visakhapatnam

Send your feedback to;
letterstopioneer@gmail.com
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ALL WORK AND NO
SPORTS MAKES YOU DULL

Sports are essential for achieving physical
and mental balance to have wholesome life

SAKSHI SETHI

he question of whether India is overly focused on work and less
Ton sports is a valid concern, especially in a country where aca-
demic and professional success is often prioritized over phys-
ical activities. In many Indian families, there is a strong emphasis on
academics and securing stable, well-paying jobs. However, this focus
often overshadows the importance of sports, which sometimes are
viewed as extracurricular activities rather than potential career paths.
Despite living in the 21st century, the competitive nature of academ-
ic exams, such as the IIT-JEE, NEET, IIFT and various public service
exams, place enormous pressure on students to excel in academics
and as a result, sports often end up taking a backseat during the cru-
cial educational years.
There is no denying the fact that sports teach valuable life skills such
as teamwork, leadership, discipline and resilience, which are bene-
ficial in both personal as well as professional life. Today, if we look
back, India's journey in the Olympics has been marked by significant
achievements, challenges and a growing presence in various sports
disciplines be it archery, weightlifting, badminton, athletics and the
list goes on and on. Increasing media coverage of a diverse range of
sports beyond cricket has helped in promoting other sports. Moreover,
sports have proved to be a powerful tool for promoting peaceful and
inclusive societies. They bridge divides, foster understanding, and cre-
ate opportunities for personal and collective growth as can be seen
in the 2024 Olympics being held in Paris. Enhancing sports in India
B .
8

t

requires a multi-faceted approach that involves government support,
private-sector investment, grassroots development and public
engagement.
By addressing these areas, India can unlock its vast potential in sports,
leading to greater national pride, improved public health and econom-
ic benefits which even include initiatives to encourage female partic-
ipation thereby providing equal opportunities, safety assurance and
challenging societal norms that restrict women’s involvement in sports.
Moreover, sports can be adapted for individuals of all abilities there-
by promoting inclusivity for people with disabilities. This will help not
only in breaking down barriers but ensuring that everyone has the oppor-
tunity to participate.
Sports can be a tool for conflict resolution, providing a neutral ground
where individuals or groups in conflict can engage constructively. It
even teaches important life skills such as leadership, resilience and
teamwork. These skills are transferable to other areas of life, contribut-
ing to personal development and societal harmony. Programs that use
sports for peacebuilding have been successful in areas of conflict
around the world. International sports events such as the Olympics
often serve as platforms for diplomacy and dialogue between nations,
helping to ease tensions and promote global peace.While there has
traditionally been a strong focus on academics and work in India, there
is a growing recognition of the importance of sports.
However, for sports to gain equal footing, there needs to be a cultur-
al shift, increased investment and better integration of sports into daily
life. By promoting a balanced approach that values both work and
sports, India can and will foster a healthier, more active and well-round-
ed society. Achieving this balance involves effective time management,
prioritization and a shift in mindset that values both mental and phys-
ical well-being.

(The writer is an educator; views expressed are personal)

How tfeasible 1s the goal of
$5trillion economy by 2025 ==
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Can India truly sustain such high growth rates, or do these figures oversimplify
the complex realities of its socio-political landscape?

mists, a common saying goes, "When :

six economists gather and deliberate, :
there will be seven views." This adage :
humorously reflects the diversity of:
opinions that often arises in economic :
discourse. While economists are inclined :
to project growth through metrics like :
GDP, inflation, and depreciation rates,
these projections sometimes oversimpli- :
fy the complexities of real-world politics :
and societal dynamics. Indeed, even the :
most well-reasoned economic forecasts :
can falter when confronted with the:
unpredictable nature of political reali- :
ties and the broader socio-economic :
context. Economists from the Reserve :
Bank of India, World Bank, International :
Monetary Fund, other big financial:
institutions, and even our government- :

 SINGE 2014, NEW §

In any discussion involving econo- :

serving prominent experts arrive at
different projections of India’s growth
story. Going by the latest two projec-
tions, Krishnamurthy Venkata

Subramanian, the former Chief:
Economic Adviser to the Narendra:
Modi government and current Executive :
Director for India at the International :
Monetary Fund (IMF) says India will be :

reaching a $55 trillion economy by 2047.

Subramanian's projection of a $55 tril- :
lion economy appears optimistic, espe- :
cially when juxtaposed with Ernst &:
Young's prediction of $26 trillion by :

2047. At this point, it is difficult to say

whose projection is realistic given the :
very dynamic nature of the Indian:

economy where several socio-econom-
ic and political forces are at work simul-

taneously. Subramanian has made a‘

bold claim in his new book, India
@100: Envisioning Tomorrow's
Economic Powerhouse. Released recent-
ly by Union Commerce and Industr

Minister Piyush Goyal at a Special:
Session organized by ASSOCHAM in
New Delhi, the book envisions India :
reaching a $55 trillion economy by 2047.
Subramanian's proposition, while ambi- :
tious, is grounded in a comprehensive :
analysis of India's economic trajectory :
and the policies required to sustain high :
growth rates. It is not difficult to find the :
economic rationale behind such an'
ambitious projection, considering India's
historical inflation rates, currency depre- :

FIRM CREATION IN
' INDIA HAS
SURGED,

~ ESTABLISHING.
. THE COUNTRY AS
THE THIRD-
| LARGEST
ENTREPRENEURIAL
~ ECOSYSTEM
GLOBALLY. ENTRE-
~ PRENEURSHIP.
NOT ONLY DRIVES.
.~ PRODUCTIVITY IN.
NEW FIRMS BUT
ALSO COMPELS:
INCUMBENT
FIRMS TO
INNOVATE:

i ciation, and recent economic
i policies. He rightly emphasizes
i that achieving this target hinges
: on maintaining a real growth rate
:of 8% and an inflation rate of
i around 5%.

: Historically, the depreciation of
: the Indian rupee against the dol-
i lar has averaged between 3% and
:3.5%, primarily due to India's
‘higher
i Subramanian notes that before
: the adoption of inflation target-
‘ing in 2016, India's inflation
i averaged above 7%, necessitating
‘higher depreciation rates.
: However, with inflation targeting
i and subsequent economic stabil-
: ity, India's inflation rate has mod-
: erated to around 5%, even amid

inflation rates.

lobal economic shocks like
COVID-19 and the Ukraine
war.The rule of 72—a simple
formula to estimate the doubling
time of an investment—to project
India's economic growth may
have some limitations.
Subramanian posits that if India's
real growth rate remains at 7%
and inflation at 5%, the nominal
growth rate in rupee terms would
be 12%. Accounting for a histor-
ical depreciation rate of 3%, the
dollar-denominated growth rate
would be around 9%, doubling
the economy every eight years.
This would place India's GDP at
$26 trillion by 2047.However,
Subramanian argues that with
improved inflation targeting,
resulting in lower inflation and
depreciation rates, India could
achieve a nominal growth rate of
13% in rupee terms and 12% in
dollar terms. This would lead to
the economy doubling every six
years, reaching the $55 trillion
mark by 2047.

To many economists and experts,
these projections seem unreason-
able as it is very difficult to pre-
dict 20 years of macroeconomic

i environment and political reali-
 ties. Political stability would be a
i growth driver certainly but if
“Indias current stable coalition

government loses its strength the
entire economic journey would
face a difficult path. Union
Commerce and Industry Minister
Piyush Goyal may disagree as
while releasing the book launch,
he also emphasized that the tar-
get appears realistic due to the
current political stability in India.
He noted that even in a coalition
government, the ability to make
bold decisions has been a key fac-
tor in driving economic reforms.
Goyal highlighted that political
stability, particularly with the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
maintaining a dominant position,
provides a conducive environ-
ment for long-term economic
planning. He pointed out that
most seats the BJP lost in the last
general elections were by margins
of less than 30,000 votes, suggest-
ing a strong underlying support
base. This political backdrop,
according to Goyal, is essential for
sustaining bold economic reforms
over the next two decades and
beyond.It is widely admitted that
achieving these ambitious targets
requires sound economic policies,
particularly those that promote
formalization, innovation, and
entrepreneurship. India's infor-
mal sector, which constitutes a
significant portion of the econo-
my, is far less productive than the
formal sector. Enhancing for-
malization through digital infra-
structure and regulatory reforms
could substantially boost produc-
tivity.

Additionally, the importance of
entrepreneurship and innova-
tion. Since 2014, new firm cre-
ation in India has surged, estab-
lishing the country as the third-
largest entrepreneurial ecosys-
tem globally. Entrepreneurship
not only drives productivity in
new firms but also compels
incumbent firms to innovate,
leading to overall economic
growth. A key pillar of
Subramanian's vision is ethical
wealth creation, which he believes

is essential for fostering a large,
prosperous middle class. He
refutes the notion that wealth cre-
ation and employment are oppos-
ing forces, citing examples from
his personal experiences and the
broader economy. Wealth cre-
ators, he argues, generate signif-
icant employment and pay high-
er wages, contributing to overall
economic welfare. Emphasis on
ethical wealth creation stems
from past instances of crony cap-
italism, which stifled economic
growth and led to systemic inef-
ticiencies. By promoting a trans-
parent and fair business environ-
ment, India can ensure that
wealth creation benefits a broad-
er spectrum of society, thereby
enhancing social and economic
inclusion.The claim of a $55 tril-
lion economy may be viewed by
some economists as hypothetical,
given the complexities of global
and domestic economic land-

scapes.
Nevertheless, India's inherent
economic strengths and

resilience could indeed support
the realization of the India@100
vision. Despite the slowing pace
of globalization, geo-political
tensions, and other unseen neg-
ative forces could pose signifi-
cant threats to India's growth tra-
jectory.

Nonetheless, with the right poli-
cies, particularly those that
encourage domestic investment
and exports, India can navigate
these challenges and sustain high
growth rates, controlled infla-
tion, prudent currency manage-
ment, and robust economic poli-
cies that foster innovation, for-
malization, and ethical wealth
creation. As India stands on the
cusp of a new economic era,
these pillars will be crucial in
shaping its journey toward
becoming a global economic

powerhouse.
(The author is a senior journal-
ist. Views expressed are
personal)

Building the foundation for the future: The struggles of adolescent girls in slums

Despite government initiatives, the young girls are often deprived of education facilities as they have to work and shoulder domestic responsibilities

Ramdev Nagar, a slum in

Jaipur, 12-year-old Pooja
(name changed) cradles her
three-year-old brother while
her mother Sharda cooks
nearby. Pooja obediently runs
back and forth fetching water
and other necessities as her
mother instructs.
In contrast, her 8-year-old
brother plays undisturbed.
The scene takes a poignant
turn when a friend of Pooja’s,
returning from school, stops
by. Pooja's eyes light up as
they discuss school, revealing
her longing for education. But
when asked why Pooja isn’t
attending school, Sharda
interjects, "If she goes to
school, who will look after the
children?" Pooja’s dreams
seem to slip further from her

grasp.

In Narrow lanes of Baba

J 4
HARSHALLI
NEELKANTH ZALKE

Sharda and her husband,
daily wage labourers, are
among the many families in
Baba Ramdev Nagar, a slum
of over 500 people.
Predominantly inhabited by
Scheduled Castes and Tribes,
including Lohars (black-
smiths), Jogis, Kalbeliyas, and
daily labourers, these families
have migrated from remote
rural areas of Rajasthan, dri-
ven by the hope of better
employment opportunities in

the city. While some families
have settled permanently,
others migrate seasonally,
depending on the availabili-
ty of work.

However, the migration
process and the economic
hardships it brings take the
greatest toll on the education
of children, particularly girls.
The struggle to make ends
meet often forces families to
prioritize immediate survival
over long-term investments
like education.

In these situations, girls bear
the brunt of the burden. The
economic strain on the
household disproportionate-
ly affects girls compared to
boys, stunting not only their
education but also their phys-
ical and mental development.
Another story echoes Pooja's
in this slum—14-year-old

Asha (name changed), the
eldest of four siblings. With
her parents working as scrap
dealers, Asha is left to care for
her siblings and manage the
household. On days when her
mother cannot work, Asha
steps in. Despite her strong
desire to learn, Asha hasn't
seen the inside of a classroom
since fifth grade.

Her education, like that of
many girls in the slum, halt-
ed as she took on responsibil-
ities at home.An elderly res-
ident, Kanti, questions, "If the
girl goes to school, who will
take care of the house and the
younger siblings?" Yet, she
remains silent on why these
responsibilities aren't placed
on the boys.Akhilesh Mishra,
a social worker who has been
active in the slum for eight
years, points out, "There is

still a lack of awareness about
educating girls in urban
slums like Baba Ramdev
Nagar. Economic challenges
and a lack of social con-
sciousness about the impor-
tance of education lead par-
ents to prioritize income over

schooling, often dragging
children into child labor."

He adds that although the
government has launched
programs to promote girls'
education, the distance girls
in Baba Ramdev Nagar main-
tain from school prevents

them from benefiting.
IndiaSpend’s report high-
lights a concerning trend:
while primary school dropout
rates for girls in 2021-22
were 1.35%, this figure
jumped to 12.25% at the sec-
ondary level. The report
underscores the urgent need
for not just policy imple-
mentation but also grass-
roots awareness. Societal
awareness is critical to ensur-
ing girls’ education is valued
as highly as boys’ The strug-
gle for education is most
pronounced for adolescent
girls, particularly in urban
poverty-stricken areas like
Baba Ramdev Nagar. Though
some urban areas are begin-
ning to reduce barriers to
education, the girls in this
slum continue to fight for
their right to learn.

In Baba Ramdev Nagar, the
pursuit of education for girls
like Pooja and Asha faces
formidable obstacles.
Economic hardships and
entrenched societal norms
prioritize immediate sur-
vival over long-term educa-
tion, leaving many girls out
of school. Despite govern-
ment initiatives, the gap in
educational attainment
remains wide due to factors
such as child labor and
domestic responsibilities
disproportionately shoul-
dered by girls. Addressing
these challenges is crucial
for breaking the cycle of
poverty and securing a
brighter future for these
young girls.
The writer is a grassroots
worker from Jodhpur,
Rajasthan.Charkha Features
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PTI B DHAKA

hakas roads, known
D for its notorious traffic,

have become more
chaotic as sporadic protests by
various organisations have led
to severe congestion, leaving
commuters stranded and
scrambling for alternative
routes.
On  Monday  morning,
rickshaw pullers blocked the
Shahbagh intersection to
demand a ban on battery-
operated auto rickshaws and
other issues, stopping all
traffic on nearby roads.
The protest began around
10:30 a.M.
The rickshaw pullers
protesting at  Shahbagh
claimed that autorickshaw
drivers were charging too
little-Tk20 (approx Rs 14)
instead of the standard Tk50
(approx Rs 35)-from
passengers, which meant they
weren't getting any business.
They also pointed out that
autorickshaws, which
previously operated in the
alleys, now run on main
roads, ignoring traffic rules
and causing traffic jams and
accidents.
This situation has worsened
the already chaotic traffic and
led to a shortage of public
transportation options for
commuters.
On Sunday, the city’s traffic
came to a standstill in key
locations including the High
Court, Motsho Bhaban,
Shahbagh, Science Lab, and
Dhanmondi. Protesters took
to the streets in these areas to
voice their demands, further
aggravating the already
notorious traffic situation in
Dhaka.
Many commuters found
themselves abandoning their
vehicles and walking to their
destinations due to the
prolonged congestion.
“I was stuck in traffic for
hours. After crossing
Shahbagh and reaching the
High Court area, my vehicle

came to a halt. T had no choice
but to get out and continue on
foot) said Rakibul Hasan, a
commuter travelling from
Dhanmondi to Paltan.

His experience is a testament
to the widespread disruptions
faced by many in the city.

In 2023, Dhaka was ranked
the fifth worst city in the
world for traffic congestion in
Numbeos Traffic Index, up
from ninth place in 2022, with
the average one-way travel
time increasing from 61
minutes to 57.8 minutes.
Adding to the congestion, a
programme by the Ansars, a
volunteer security force, led to
significant traffic jams around
Purana Paltan, Bijoy Nagar,
Gulistan, and Segunbagicha.
The disruption extended to
areas like  Banglamotor,
Kawran Bazar, and Farmgate,

creating a ripple effect
throughout Dhaka’s road
network.

“The protests are constant
and sporadic, making it
nearly impossible to predict
traffic conditions from one
day to the next,” said Ajijul
Ahmed, another frustrated
commuter.

“It feels like every few hours
there’s a new roadblock or
demonstration, and  it’s
causing a lot of inconvenience
for people trying to go about
their daily lives,” he said.

The Dhaka Metropolitan
Police (DMP) has been
struggling to manage the
traffic chaos. A senior official
of traffic police said various
organisations have been
holding programmes and sit-
ins leading to road blockades
and traffic.

“On Sunday there were a lot
of processions and also sit-ins
by the Ansar  group.
Demonstrations and protests
by several groups and
communities in  various
pockets have been a regular
affair for the last few weeks.
That has led to a lot of traffic
congestion,” a traffic police
official said.

With one side of the road
closed, traffic pressure has
shifted to surrounding areas.
Although we have advised
using alternative routes,
drivers are often disregarding
this, resulting in additional
congestion.”

The reopening of the metro

services, which had been
closed due to the violent anti-
government protests, has
somewhat alleviated the
strain on other modes of
transportation.

However, the relief has been
limited as continuous and
sporadic protests continue to
disrupt traffic flow.
Commuters who previously
relied on the metro are now
facing the dual challenge of
navigating congested roads
and dealing with the
unpredictability of protest-
related disruptions.

With the metro back in
operation, many students and
office-goers have returned to
using this mode of transport.
However, the impact of the
prolonged protests is still felt.
The return of metro services
has not fully resolved the
traffic issues, as the ongoing
demonstrations continue to
create bottlenecks and delays.
The economic impact of these
disruptions has been
significant.

The cost of commuting has
increased due to higher fares
for cabs and auto rickshaws,
and the delays have affected

business operations and daily
routines.

Middle-class families and
students, already strained by
rising costs, find themselves
further burdened by the need
to navigate through the traffic
chaos.

“There is a problem of
inflation in Bangladesh and
the ongoing traffic crisis has
only aggravated the situation
for middle-class people like us
who have to depend on public
transport. In several places
cabs and auto-rickshaws
charge us more than the
normal rates,” Sukumar
Mitra, an employee at a three-
star hotel here.

Both Shahbagh and the
adjoining  Teacher-Student
Centre (TSC) area, close to
Dhaka  University, were
central to the protests that led
to the ousting of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina’s
government on August 5.
Hasina fled to India amid
escalating  violence and
unrest, leaving a volatile
situation in her wake.

As Dhaka grapples with the

ongoing and  sporadic
protests, the city’s
infrastructure and public

services are under severe
strain.

Commuters like  Sadikul
Hasan and Ajijul Ahmed are
left to navigate a constantly
shifting landscape of
roadblocks and delays, hoping
for a resolution to the unrest
that has so profoundly
impacted their daily lives.
The city’s traftic woes,
exacerbated by the protests,
highlight the broader issues
facing Dhaka’s transportation
system and the ongoing
struggle for stability in the
capital.

After unprecedented anti-
government protests, which
reached a crescendo on
August 5, Hasina resigned as
prime minister and fled the
country. She landed in India
on August 5 and is currently
staying there.

Greek-flagged tanker burning after
Houthi attacks, but no sign of oil spill

AP H DUBAI

AGreek-ﬂagged tanker
repeatedly attacked by
Yemen’s Houthi rebels in the
Red Sea remains ablaze but
hasn’t sprung a major oil leak
in the waterway, a European
Union naval command said
Monday.

The attack on the Sounion
marks the most serious assault
in weeks by the rebels, who
continue to target shipping
through the Red Sea corridor
over the Israel-Hamas war in
the Gaza Strip. The attacks
have disrupted the $1 trillion
in trade that typically passes
through the region, as well as
halting some aid shipments to
conflict-ravaged Sudan and
Yemen.

Images published by the EU’s
Operation Aspides, whose
mission is to protect shipping
in the area, showed smoke
rising from multiple points
along the Sounion’s deck and
its bridge Sunday. Fires could
be seen burning in at least nine
different locations on the deck

of the vessel, which had been
loaded with 150,000 tons of
Iragi crude oil - roughly 1
million barrels. Some flames
appeared near hatches of the
tanker’s oil tanks.

“So far there are no obvious
signs of an oil spill,” the EU
mission said. The Sounion “is
both a navigational and an
imminent environmental
hazard. This situation
underlines that these kinds of
attacks pose not only a threat
against the freedom of

navigation but also to the lives
of seafarers, the environment,
and subsequently the life of all
citizens living in that region”

The U.S. State Department
similarly warned about the
ecological danger to the Red
Sea, home to coral reefs and
other natural habitats and
wildlife. Footage showing
explosions on board the
Sounion released earlier by the
Houthis and later analyzed by
The  Associated ~ Press
suggested that the rebels again

boarded an abandoned vessel
and rigged it with explosives in
an attempt to sink it.

“While the crew has been
evacuated, the Houthis appear
determined to sink the ship
and its cargo into the sea,
State Department
spokesperson Matthew Miller
said in a statement Saturday.
“Through these attacks, the
Houthis have made clear they
are willing to destroy the
fishing industry and regional
ecosystems that Yemenis and
other communities in the
region rely on for their
livelihoods, just as they have
undermined the delivery of
vital humanitarian aid to the
region through their reckless
attacks”

For their part, the Houthis™ al-
Masirah satellite news channel
highlighted the EU’s
photographs and described
the Sounion as being targeted
for “punishment to the
company that owns the ship
for violating the decision to
ban access to the ports” of
Israel.

The Sounion came under
repeated attack last week by
the Houthis. A French
destroyer operating as part of
Operation  Aspides later
rescued the Sounion’s crew of
25 Filipinos and Russians, as
well as four private security
personnel, and took them to
nearby Djibouti.

The Houthis have targeted
more than 80 vessels with
missiles and drones since the
war in Gaza started in
October. They seized one
vessel and sank two in the
campaign that also killed four
sailors. Other missiles and
drones have either been
intercepted by a U.S.-led
coalition in the Red Sea or
failed to reach their targets.
The rebels maintain that they
target ships linked to Israel,
the US. Or the UK. To force
an end to Israel's campaign
against Hamas in Gaza.
However, many of the ships
attacked have little or no
connection to the conflict,
including some bound for
Iran.

Bangabandhu to

worid 08

toppled statue: Mujibur Rahman's

contested legacy post Bangladesh upheaval

PTI B DHAKA

When a popular uprising in
Bangladesh ~ brought
down the Sheikh Hasina-led
government, college student
Alif Hossain felt the deposed
prime minister got what she
deserved, but the toppling of
the Dhaka statue of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman by protesters
on August 5 left him deeply
disturbed.

“It was just wrong. He fought
for the liberation of our
country, he is the Father of the
Nation, our Bangabandhu,
how could he be so disgraced
in the fit of anger,” the Dhaka-
based student rued.

The legacy of Rahman or
Mujib, as he was popularly
called, lives on in the names of
streets, institutions, public
landmarks, his fiery speeches
made during the struggle for
independence, the face of
Bangladeshi currency, and till
recently in statues and murals.
The unprecedented protests
precipitated the fall of the
previous  government  as
Hasina fled to India on August
5 leaving behind a country in
political turmoil.

In the wake of her departure,
she courted even more public
opprobrium, and her father’s
legacy too became a prime
target as anti-government
protesters vented their ire on
Rahman’s towering statue at
Bijoy Sarani in the heart of
Dhaka and pulled it down,
with images being broadcast
on local and international
media channels.

Public murals depicting
Bangabandhu (‘Friend of
Bengal) — a sobriquet that
characterised the legacy of
Bangladesh’s first president —
were defaced, and his house in
Dhanmondi where he and
most of his family members
were assassinated on August
15, 1975 and which was later
turned into a memorial, was
badly damaged by protesters.
In the Dhaka University area, a
series of wall panels on the
front side of the building of the
famous  Teacher  Student
Centre (TSC) bears old mosaic
panels depicting legendary
personalities and historic
moments like the signing of
the Instrument of Surrender of
Pakistani forces in Dhaka on
December 16, 1971, which led
to the birth of the new nation
of Bangladesh.

The mosaic panel depicting
Rahman has been defaced, his
face blackened.

On the Dhaka University
campus, a huge mural on a wall
depicting Bangabandhu was
defaced with graffiti scrawled
all over the artwork.

Many artworks made on public
walls in the university area
after August 5 mock Hasina
and her fleeing to India and
extol the public resistance
culminating in what many
Bangladeshi now call the
‘Victory Day’ of 36 July.

From being revered by
countrymen to his images and
memorials being disgraced,
Rahman’s legacy is now much
contested in the post-upheaval
society of Bangladesh.

The ‘Gen Z’ as the young
protesters are being labelled by
many, were born after the
Liberation War of 1971, and
political observers say their
idea of Bangladesh is
“different” from what the pre-
1971 generations may have
had.

Hasina, 76, resigned as the
prime minister on August 5
amid mass protests against her

government. The protests,
which started last month
initially with a demand to end
the quota system that reserved
30 per cent of government jobs
for the families of veterans who
fought in Bangladesh’s War of
Independence against Pakistan
in 1971, later turned into anti-
government demonstrations.
Abdul Moyeen Khan, a senior
leader of the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) and a
former Cabinet minister of
Bangladesh criticised Hasina
and  accused her  of
“destroying”  the  several
institutions of the country
which resulted in this “revolt
by students” that was later
supported by the general
masses.

“If she was a real leader, she
wouldn't have led the country
to drive to that stagey Khan
told PTI in an interview in

Dhaka on Thursday.
Asked if the denigration of
Rahman’s legacy is

undermining  the 1971
liberation war, he said, “No”.
“It is a continuous process, you
have to formulate and
reformulate, the human society
doesn’t remain static at any
place. It (recent movement) is
not undermining anything,’
Khan said.

But, a section of Bangladeshis
feels a palpable fear that
“Mujibs legacy may be slowly
erased or whittled down’, an
argument countered by pro-
protesters who claim that “he
was given undue space in
history by the Awami League
government” and “many
controversial facets of his life
have not been told to people”
Alif Hossain, who studies at a
college in Dhaka, however,
pleads for a “more mature”
approach to looking at history.
“In retrospect, we cannot go
back and start attacking
Muyjibur Rahman’s legacy.
History should not be erased
even if it is contested. His
daughter (Sheikh Hasina) did

wrong things and faced
consequences. But, toppling
statues and defacing

Bangabandhu’s murals is just
plain wrong;” he told PTT here.
Opposite the TSC is the
famous Raju Memorial — an
iconic sculpture mounted on a
raised platform — located in a
traffic roundabout that faces

the Suhrawardy Udyan, a
national memorial which
marks the spot where Rahman
had delivered the historic
March 7, 1971 speech during
the independence struggle.

On two Dhaka Metro piers,
one on each side of the Raju
Memorial, huge murals of
Rahman and Hasina were
earlier painted. During the
agitation, both artworks were
defaced by anti-government
protesters, and still stand
sullied, making a visible dent
in Mujib’s legacy in Dhaka.
The Bangabandhu National
Stadium, Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur ~ Rahman  Novo
Theatre, and the Bangabandhu
Avenue in Dhaka, all carry the
name of the founding father of
Bangladesh.

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman Novo  Theatre,
inaugurated in September
2004, was established as a non-
formal science educational
institution  to  “eradicate
superstitions and blind faith
from the society and to
inculcate positive scientific
temper in the mind of people,
especially among the students”,
reads a description on its
website. The headquarters of
the Awami League is located
on Bangabandhu Avenue. The
party, formed in 1949, under
Rahman had led the struggle
for independence of
Bangladesh. Its offices were

also  targeted by anti-
government protesters
recently.

Rahman was born in 1920 in
undivided India. Bangladesh
evolved from Bengal
presidency to East Bengal to
East Pakistan and eventually as
a separate nation born in 1971.
According to a profile of
Rahman on the Dhaka
University website, “he is
regarded as Tatir Janak’ or Tatir
Pita’ (both meaning ‘Father of
the Nation’) of Bangladesh.
The then Hasina government
had marked his birth
centenary by declaring 2020-
21 as ‘Mujib Year’

In the highly charged
environment that Bangladesh
is in right now on the back of
anti-government protests,
there is an element of
uncertainty around the future
of Mujib’s legacy, but his legend
shall live on.

PTI B SINGAPORE

Singapore’s Indian-origin leader
of the Opposition Pritam Singh
has applied to have his case heard
in the High Court instead of the
State Courts.

Singh, 48, faces two charges of
lying to a  parliamentary
committee that was convened in
November 2021 to look into the
lying controversy involving his
party’s former MP Raeesah Khan.

Khan has resigned from
Parliament.

He applied to have the case heard
in the High Court on Monday,
according to a Channel News Asia
report.

Singh’s lawyers, Andre Darius
Jumabhoy and Aristotle
Emmanuel Eng, relied on the case
of former transport minister S.
Iswaran ~ which  has  been
rescheduled for hearing in the
High Court next month.

Citing the Iswaran case, the
lawyers said in the arguments that
there was also “strong public
interest” for Singh’s case to be
heard in the High Court.

This is the first prosecution of its
kind, the Channel cited Jumabhoy
as having said.

“This case goes to the very essence
of our democracy, and this is not

Singapore Indian-origin Opposition leader seeks
High Court trial over alleged lies to Parliament

my characterisation,” said the
lawyer. He referred to a speech
that Leader of the House, Minister
Indranee Rajah, made in February
2022 to refer Singhs case to the
public prosecutor.

She said: “Fundamentally, the
motions are about safeguarding
the essence of democracy - our
democracy - and preserving its
most  vital and  essential
characteristic, which is trust. They
are about the need to ensure the
integrity of our institutions and
Parliament in particular, and
about the confidence
Singaporeans can have in their
elected representatives.”
Jumabhoy said the minister’s
“eloquent summary” touches on
what is at stake, and said it seems
“almost  churlish” in  such
circumstances to say Singh’s case
does not warrant a transfer to the
High Court.

The lawyer said he was not
denigrating the State Courts or
attempting to insult the State

Courts’ capabilities by providing
reasons for why the High Court is
better suited to hear the case.

If not, every such application
would involve some form of
disparagement and leave the
application “entirely redundant’,
said Jumabhoy.

He said the prosecution appeared
to be taking a position that Singh’s
application was “offensive” in and
of itself, wusing the term
“scandalous” and saying the
defence is questioning the
integrity and independence of the
State Court judges.

“It’s not only the resources that are
being brought to bear against what
I say is a straightforward
application, its the tenor of the
(prosecution’s) submissions that
are troubling,” said Jumabhoy.
Justice. Hoo Sheau Peng, who
heard the motion, said there seems
to be an implication that the State
Courts and their judges are “not
well-placed to hear this case”
because of the nature of the case.

Jumabhoy said the trial judge,
whoever he is, will have to grapple
with important personalities in the
Singapore context, and this is very
different from the usual run-of-
the-mill cases that come before the
court.

He said the defence did not intend
to make any implication in
relation to the State Court judges.
“I think in fairness to ourselves, if
we intended to make that point,
we would have come out and said
it,” he said.

The prosecution, which Jumabhoy
characterised as “something of a
star-studded line-up’, comprised a
four-member team led by Deputy
Attorney-General and Senior
Counsel Ang Cheng Hock.

Ang pointed out that Iswaran’s
case was referred to the High
Court under a different section.
Singh’s application was made
under Section 239 of the Criminal
Procedure Code, which states that
the High Court may order the
transfer for three reasons: That a

fair and impartial trial cannot be
had in any State Court, that some
question of law of unusual
difficulty is likely to arise, or that it
is expedient for the ends of justice
or is required by the Criminal
Procedure Code or any other law
to transfer the case.

Ang explained that Singh’s lawyers
had written to the prosecution to
ask the prosecution to exercise its
powers to transfer the case to the
High Court.

The prosecution replied to say
they were “unable to accede to this
request” and did not agree to do
so.

At this point, Singh and his
lawyers should have applied for a
judicial review of the prosecution’s
decision, but instead, they filed the
criminal motion under Section
239 of the Criminal Procedure
Code, said Ang.

“There is nothing to be gained in
law at least by the applicant relying
and referring to Iswaran’s case,
said Ang.

“Instead ... There are all manner of
attempts to refer to Iswaran’s case
as if the matter is the case, the facts
are analogous, there’s the same
level of public interest, etc. And we
say this is really a backdoor
attempt to review the public
prosecutor’s discretion,” said Ang.
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TAIWAN DRILLS WITH ANTI-AMPHIBIOUS

AP M PINGTING (TAIWAN)

Taiwan drilled Monday with anti-
amphibious landing missiles as part
of strategy to remain mobile and deadly
in an attempt to deter an attack from
China, which claims the democratically
ruled island of Taiwan as its own
territory to be brought under its control

by force if necessary.

Troops fired tube-launched, optically
tracked, wire-guided missiles known as
TOW 2A missiles mounted on M1167
Humvees at floating targets off a beach in
Pingtung County during the two days of
exercises. The area on Taiwan’s southern
tip faces both toward the Taiwan Strait
and China, and toward the Pacific

Ocean.

The missiles are among the most
effective and popular anti-tank weapons
in the world and a key component in
what some experts say is Taiwan’s best
strategy to resist a potential Chinese
invasion. China has ramped up its
military threat in recent years based on
its vast edge in numbers of warplanes,

ships and missiles.

Taiwan bought 1,700 units of the newer
TOW 2B system from the U.S,, the last of

-

LANDING MISSILES TO DETER CHINA

which are due to be delivered by the end

of the year. The two days of testing will
also gauge the more sophisticated TOW
2B’s interoperability with the TOW 2A
and its ability to acquire targets at night,
the Defense Ministry said.

Advocates of such weaponry argue that
these more mobile systems stand the best
chance in an asymmetric battle against a
much larger Chinese force. China has the
world’s largest standing military, but
most of Taiwan is composed of steep
mountains, mud flats and heavily built-
up urban areas poorly suited to such a
conventional force. Others have argued
Taiwan needs more warplanes and
surface ships.

China sends warplanes and warships
near Taiwan on a near-daily basis in an
attempt to intimidate its citizens and
degrade
response, Taiwan has extended the
period of national military service to one
year, building its own submarines and
importing sophisticated new equipment
from the U.S.

The vast majority of Taiwanese favor the
current status of de-facto independence
for their island, which separated from
mainland China amid civil war in 1949.

the island’s defenses. In

ISrael-Hamas war latest: Iran's
Foreign Minister vows definitive
retaliation against Isragl

AP M JERUSALEM

Iran’s foreign minister again
has referenced his country’s
planned retaliation over the
assassination of Hamas leader
Ismail Haniyeh in Tehran.
Abbas Araghchi said late
Sunday he made the remark in
a conversation with Italian
Foreign Minister Antonio
Tajani by telephone.

“Iran  reaction to Israeli
terrorist attack in Tehran is
definitive, and will be
measured &amp; well
calculated,” Araghchi wrote on
the social platform X. “We do
not fear escalation, yet do not
seek it - unlike Israel”

Tajani said in a statement he
“called for restraint and to
pursue a  constructive
approach, in order to stop the
cycle of military actions in the
region, which only risks
bringing more suffering”

“It is important that Iran
exercises moderation towards
Hezbollah in order to avert an
escalation on the Lebanese-
Israeli border, where Italian
soldiers of the UNIFIL
contingent are operating, and
towards the Houthis in order
to avoid an increase in tensions
in the Red Sea area, where Italy
plays a leading role in the
(European Unions) Aspides
mission,” he said in the
statement. Their call came
after Israel and the Lebanese
militant group Hezbollah, long
backed by Iran, traded heavy
fire early Sunday but backed
off from sparking a widely
feared all-out war.

Meanwhile, a round of high-
level talks in Cairo meant to
bring about a cease-fire and
hostage deal to at least
temporarily end the 10-month
Israel-Hamas war in Gaza
ended Sunday without a final
agreement, a U.S. Official said.
But talks will continue at lower
levels in the coming days in an
effort to bridge remaining

gaps.

The official, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity to
discuss the talks, said lower
level “working teams” will
remain in Cairo to meet with
mediators the United States,
Qatar and Egypt in hopes to
addressing remaining
disagreements. The talks
included CIA director William
Burns and David Barnea, the
head of Israels Mossad
intelligence agency. A Hamas
delegation was briefed by
Egyptian and Qatari mediators
but did not directly take part in

negotiations.
HERFE’S THE LATEST:
Israel says more polio

vaccines are delivered to
Gaza: Polio vaccines for more
than 1 million people have
been delivered to Gaza, Israels
military said Sunday, after the
first confirmed case of the
disease in the territory in a
quarter-century.

It was not immediately clear
how, or how quickly, the more
than 25,000 vials of vaccine
would be distributed in Gaza,
where ongoing fighting and
unrest  have  challenged
humanitarian efforts during
more than 10 months of war.
Other polio cases are suspected
across the largely devastated
territory after the virus was
detected in wastewater in six
different locations in July.

Aid groups plan to vaccinate
more than 600,000 children
under age 10 and have called
for an urgent pause in the war
to increase vaccinations. The
World Health Organization
and the United Nations
children’s agency have said
that, at a minimum, a seven-
day pause is needed.

The UN. Has aimed to bring
1.6 million doses of polio
vaccine into Gaza, where
hundreds of thousands of
displaced Palestinians are
crowded into tent camps
lacking clean water or proper
disposal of sewage and
garbage.

North Korea shows new drone attacking a target
as Seoul and US hold Iarge m|||tary BXEICISes

AP W SEOUL

North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un supervised a
demonstration ~ of  new
exploding drones designed to
crash into targets and pledged
to spur development of such
weapons to boost his military’s
war readiness, state media said
Monday.

Kim has been flaunting his
growing military capabilities
amid tensions with
Washington and Seoul. North
Korean photos of the test
showed a white drone with X-
shaped tails and wings
supposedly crashing into and
destroying a target resembling
South Korea’s main K-2 battle
tank. Most combat drones
stand off from targets and fire
missiles.

The test, which state media
said took place Saturday, came
as the US. And South Korean
militaries are conducting a
large-scale exercise aimed at
enhancing their combined
capabilities to defend against
growing North Korean nuclear
threats.

The allies said the Ulchi
Freedom Shield drills, which
continue through Thursday,
are focused on enhancing their
readiness  against North

Korean threats and will also
reflect lessons learned from
recent armed conflicts.

The United States and South
Korea also on Monday began a
separate amphibious landing

drill involving dozens of
aircraft and vessels from their
navies and marines, including
US. F-35 fighters and
amphibious assault ship USS
Boxer. South Korea’s military
said the Ssangyong Exercise,
which will continue through
Sept. 7, is aimed at sharpening
combat interoperability.

North Koreas official Korean
Central News Agency said
Saturday’s drone test involved
various types of drones built to
fly different ranges to attack
enemy targets on land and sea.

It said the drones flew along
various routes before
accurately hitting test targets.
Kim said global trends in
military technologies and
modern combat show the
importance of drones in war
and that the Norths military
should be equipped with
advanced drones “as early as
possible”

He called for accelerated
development and production
of various drones that explode
on impact, conduct
reconnaissance or attack
targets underwater, KCNA
said.

Lee Chang Hyun,
spokesperson of South Koreas
Joint Chiefs of Staff, said
during a briefing that South

Koreas military was closely
examining North Koreas
drone capabilities but did not
provide a detailed assessment.
He said without elaborating
that the South’s military is
equipped with systems to
detect and intercept such
drones.

Some analysts suggest the
North Korean drones shown
in state media photos resemble
Russia’s Zala Lancet-3 drones,
and Lee said the South was
looking into the possibility
Russia had helped North
Korea acquire its drone
capability.

“We are aware that during the
past exchanges between North
Korea and Russia that some
(drones) were given (to North
Korea) as gifts,” Lee said. “We
would need to analyze various
aspects, including whether
(North Korea) would have
modified to improve their
capabilities, or other
possibilities.”

North Korea and Russia have
been aligning closely in the
face of their separate
confrontations  with  the
United States, with Kim Jong
Un and Russian President
Vladimir Putin holding back-
to-back summits in September
last year and June.

Trump Is expected to tie Haris 0
chaotic Afghanistan war withdrawal
in speech to National Guard

AP B WASHINGTON

n a speech Monday to

National Guard soldiers in
Michigan, former President
Donald Trump is expected to
promote his foreign policy
record and tie Vice President
Kamala Harris to one of the
Biden administration’s lowest
points: the chaotic withdrawal
from Afghanistan after 20
years of war.
The speech coincides with the
third anniversary of the Aug.
26, 2021, suicide bombing at
Hamid Karzai International
Airport, which killed 13 U.S.
Service members and more
than 100 Afghans. The Islamic

State group claimed
responsibility for the attack.
Trump, the Republican

presidential nominee, is set to
appear at 2 p.M. Eastern time

at the National Guard
Association of the United
States’ 146th General

Conference &amp; Exhibition
in Detroit.

Since Biden ended his
reelection bid, Trump has
been zeroing in on Harris, now
the Democratic presidential
nominee, and her roles in
foreign policy decisions. He
specifically highlights the vice
president’s statements that she
was the last person in the
room before Biden made the
decision on Afghanistan.

“She bragged that she would
be the last person in the room,
and she was. She was the last
person in the room with Biden
when the two of them decided
to pull the troops out of
Afghanistan,” he said last week
in a North Carolina rally. “She
had the final vote. She had the
final say, and she was all for it
The relatives of some of the 13
American  servicemembers

who were killed appeared on
stage at the Republican
National Convention last
month, saying Biden had
never publicly named their
loved ones. The display was an
implicit response to allegations
that Trump doesn’t respect
veterans and had previously
referred to slain World War II
soldiers as suckers and losers -
accusations denied by Trump.
Under Trump, the United
States signed a  peace
agreement with the Taliban
that was aimed at ending
Americas longest war and
bringing U.S. Troops home.
Biden later pointed to that
agreement as he sought to
deflect blame for the Taliban
overrunning  Afghanistan,
saying it bound him to
withdraw troops and set the
stage for the chaos that
engulfed the country.

A Biden administration review
of the withdrawal
acknowledged  that  the
evacuation of Americans and
allies from Afghanistan should

have started sooner, but
attributed the delays to the
Afghan government and

military, and to U.S. Military
and intelligence community
assessments.

The top two U.S. Generals
who oversaw the evacuation
said the administration
inadequately planned for the
withdrawal. The nation’s top-
ranking military officer at the
time, then-Joint  Chiefs
Chairman Gen. Mark Milley,
told lawmakers earlier this
year he had urged Biden to
keep a residual force of 2,500
forces to give backup. Instead,
Biden decided to keep a much
smaller force of 650 that
would be limited to securing
the U.

Protesters against judiciary overhaul plan
urge Mexican president to respect democracy

AP B MEXICO CITY

housands

balances.

Throngs of people, many of them
striking federal court workers and
judges, ended their march outside the
Supreme Court building in the heart
of the capital, waving flags reading
“Judicial independence” and “Respect

»
democracy’

“Right now, were protesting the
reforms, but its not just the reforms,”
said lawyer Mauricio Espinosa. “Its all
of these attacks against the judicial
branch and other autonomous bodies.
What it does is end up strengthening
the executive, the next president”

Following big electoral victories in

demonstrated

Mexico's capital Sunday in the
latest opposition to President Andrés
Manuel Lépez Obradors proposed
judicial overhaul and other moves by
the governing party that critics say
will weaken democratic checks and

June by the presidents Morena party
and its allies, the government has
in pushed for sweeping changes to
Mexicos judicial system, long at odds
with Lépez Obrador, a populist who
has openly attacked judges and

ignored court orders.

fear would

experience.

majority.

His proposal includes having judges
elected to office, something analysts,
judges and international observers
stack courts
politically biased judges with little

That was the concern for Espinosa,
who said judges “will have to raise
money to campaign, find someone to
have their backs. So their sentences
will no longer be 100% independent”
The proposed changes would require
approval by Mexicos Congress, where
the governing coalition has the

And electoral authorities on Friday
allocated Morena and allied parties
73% of the seats in the lower house of

with

Congress,

no compromise.

though they won a
significantly smaller 60% of the vote.
That would give the governing bloc
the two-thirds majority in Chamber
of Deputies needed to push through
constitutional changes with little or

The coalition will be a few seats short

C-

T
of a two-thirds majority in the Senate,
but it could feasibly win the needed
votes from a smaller party.
While the new legislators don't take
office until Sept. 1, a congressional
commiittee on Friday already began
pushing forward another contentious
initiative - the elimination of seven

autonomous bodies, including the
National Institute of Transparency.
Morena argues Mexico's independent
oversight and regulatory bodies are a
waste of money. It says oversight
responsibilities should be given to
government departments instead,
essentially allowing them to police
themselves.

The collective moves by the president
and his party have fuelled concerns
about
institutions. But for many in the
crowds, the overhaul of the judiciary
represents the greatest threat.

Federal court employees and judges
are on strike, the value of the peso has
slumped and international financial
firms have voiced concerns.
midweek, US. Ambassador Ken
Salazar warned that electing judges is
a “risk” for Mexicos democracy and
“threatens the historic commercial
relationship”
countries.

undermining democratic

At

between the two

Gunmen kill 33

PTI m KARACHI
Heavily-armed gunmen
killed at least 33 people in
two separate attacks in
Pakistan’s Balochistan

province on Monday, as
insurgent attacks spiked in the
restive region.

In the first incident, at least 23
people from Pakistan’s Punjab
province were killed in a
targeted attack in Balochistan’s
Musakhel  district  after
gunmen offloaded them from

buses and checked their
identities.
Senior Superintendent of

Police Ayub Khoso said: “The
passengers were told to get
down from buses and shot
dead after being identified
from their national ID cards,”

Khoso said.

“Most of those killed belonged
to southern Punjab and some
are from Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa suggesting they
were killed because of their
ethnic background,” he added.
In another attack, gunmen
killed at least 10 people,
including four police officers,
in the Qalat district also in
Balochistan, authorities said.
Security sources told Geo
News that terrorists attacked
multiple sites in Balochistan
on the night of August 24 and
25.

Khoso said the armed men
also set some 12 vehicles on
fire on the highway in
Musakhel.

The Baloch Liberation Army
(BLA), the most active

bus passengers 1n Pakistan’s restive Balochistan

militant group in the province,
claimed responsibility for the
attack in Musakhel.

President Asif Ali Zardari and
Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif

strongly condemned the
attack, Radio Pakistan
reported.

Expressing grief and sorrow
over the loss of precious lives
in the despicable incident, they
prayed for the departed souls
and condoled with the
bereaved families.

Zardari said the brutal killing
of innocent people was the
killing of the entire humanity
and called for the culprits to be
brought to justice.

The Prime Minister directed
the local administration to
fully cooperate with the
bereaved families and provide

medical aid to the injured. He

also  directed the law
enforcement  agencies to
immediately investigate the
incident.

“The terrorists responsible for

this incident will be severely
punished,” the premier vowed,
adding that any kind of
terrorism was not acceptable
in the country.

Both the president and the

prime minister expressed
Pakistan’s unwavering
commitment to eradicate the
menace of terrorism.

Balochistan Chief Minister

Sarfaraz ~ Bugti  strongly
condemned the incident of
terrorism.

He  expressed  heartfelt

sympathy and condolences to
the families of those who died

in the cowardly act of
terrorists.
The terrorists and their

facilitators will not be able to
escape an exemplary end, he
said, adding that the
Balochistan government will
pursue the terrorists.

In a separate terrorist attack, a
railway bridge was blown up
in Bolan’s Dozan area, said
police. Balochistan is

Pakistan’s largest province but,
although it has more resources
than other provinces, it is the
least developed.

The BLA and other Baloch
separatists have intensified
attacks on Punjabis and
Sinhdis from elsewhere in
Pakistan working in the
region. They have also
targeted foreign energy firms
they accuse of exploiting the
region without sharing profits.
The attacks come nearly four
months after a similar attack
targeting people from Punjab.
In April, nine passengers were
offloaded from a bus near
Noshki and shot dead after
gunmen checked their ID
cards.

In  October last year,
unidentified gunmen fatally

shot six labourers hailing from
Punjab in  Turbat in
Balochistan’s Kech district.
According to the police, the
killings were targeted. All
victims belonged to different
areas of southern Punjab,
suggesting they had been
chosen for their ethnic
background.

A similar incident occurred in
2015 when gunmen killed 20
construction workers and
injured three others in a pre-
dawn attack on a labourers
camp near Turbat.

There were at least 170
militant attacks in Balochistan
last year which killed 151
civilians and 114 security
personnel, according to the
Pakistan Institute for Conflict
and Security Studies.
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Sensex rallies 600 points

PTI ® MUMBAI

tock market benchmark

indices Sensex and Nifty
surged nearly 1 per cent on
Monday, propelled by intense
buying in metal, IT and
consumer durable stocks amid
hopes that the US Federal
Reserve will start cutting
interest rates soon.
Renewed Foreign fund inflows
and buying in frontline stocks
HDFC Bank and Reliance
Industries further bolstered
investor sentiment, traders
said.
Rising for the fifth straight day,
the 30-share BSE Sensex
jumped 611.90 points or 0.75
per cent to settle at 81,698.11.
During the day, it surged
738.06 points or 0.91 per cent
to 81,824.27. A total of 2,189
stocks advanced, while 1,860
declined and 148 remained
unchanged on the BSE.
The NSE Nifty soared 187.45
points or 0.76 per cent to
25,010.60, registering gains for
the eighth session in a row.
Among the 30 Sensex firms,
HCL Technologies, NTPC,
Bajaj Finserv, Tech Mahindra,
JSW Steel, Titan, Mahindra &
Mahindra, Tata Steel, Larsen &
Toubro and Tata Consultancy
Services were the biggest

NSE NIFTY
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gainers. On the other hand,
Kotak  Mahindra  Bank,
IndusInd Bank, Maruti and
Hindustan ~ Unilever were
among the laggards.

In the broader market, the BSE
midcap gauge jumped 0.66 per
cent and the smallcap index
soared 0.20 per cent.

“US Fed has signalled a rate cut
in September, reflecting in the
decline in US treasury yields
and the dollar index, which has
led to a rally in global markets
despite there being no
indication of the size of cuts.
Indian markets hit a new high
led by a change in FII stance to
positive from negative, along

with continued strong DII
inflows.

“Although the overall trend
was positive, large caps
outperform on account of
healthy earnings and relatively
fair valuation compared to
broader markets. IT, Realty,
FMCG and Consumption
gained on account of improved
outlook,” Vinod Nair, Head of
Research, Geojit Financial
Services, said.

Among the indices, metal
surged 2.03 per cent, realty
(1.69 per cent), consumer
durables (1.43 per cent), IT
(1.37 per cent), teck (1.11 per
cent) and commodities (0.91

per cent).
Telecommumcatlon
services were the laggards.
In Asian markets, Shanghai
and Hong Kong settled in the
positive territory while Seoul
and Tokyo ended lower.
European  markets  were
trading mostly lower. The US
markets ended with significant
gains on Friday.
“Markets kicked off the week
on a positive note, gaining over
half a per cent, driven by a
dovish stance from the US
Fed” Ajit Mishra - SVP,
Research, Religare Broking
Ltd, said.
Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) bought equities worth Rs
1,944.48 crore on Friday,
according to exchange data.
Global oil benchmark Brent
crude climbed 1.08 per cent to
USD 79.87 a barrel.
“Optimism was the order of
the day as dovish statements by
the Fed Chair last week
sparked positivity across the
globe and also at Dalal Street.
Markets shrugged off the

and

recent  sluggish  trading
sessions, as the US Fed
chairperson, last  week,

pointing towards a likely rate
cut fuelled a major rally that
saw Nifty close above the
crucial 25k mark.
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RBI constantly working on policies, platforms to
make India’s financial system strong: Guv Das

PTI M BENGALURU

eserve Bank Governor

Shaktikanta Das on
Monday said the central bank
is constantly working on
policies,  systems, and
platforms to make the
country’s financial sector
strong, nimble and customer
centric.
Addressing the RBI@90
Global Conference on ‘Digital
Public Infrastructure and
Emerging Technologies, Das
recalled various initiatives
being taken by the RBI with
regard to Unified Lending
Interface (ULI) and Central
Bank Digital Currency
(CBDC).
The Governor also said that
the UPI system has the
potential to evolve into a
cheaper and quicker
alternative to the available
channels of cross-border
remittances and “a beginning
can be made with small value
personal remittances as it can
be quickly implemented”.
According to the Economic
Survey tabled in Parliament
in July, remittances to India,
the second largest source of
external financing after
service exports, ¢ are
projected to grow at 3.7 per

cent to USD 124 billion in
2024 and at 4 per cent to
reach USD 129 billion in
2025.

Das said the Reserve Bank of
India is looking forward to
the journey towards RBI@100
with considerable optimism.
“We are constantly working
on devising policies,
approaches, systems and
platforms that will make our
financial sector stronger,
nimble and customer centric,”
he said.

Speaking on the theme of DPI
and emerging technologies,
he said over the last decade,
the traditional banking
system has undergone an
unprecedented technological

transformation.

By all indications, this process
is likely to become even more
intense in the coming years,
he added.

He said DPI spurs market

innovation by reducing
transaction costs,
democratising access,
maintaining ~ competition

through interoperability, and
attracting private capital.
Referring to the country’s
experience, Das said “DPI has
enabled India to achieve, in
less than a decade, levels of
financial inclusion that would
have otherwise taken several
decades or more”.

Digital Public Infrastructure
refers to basic technology

systems, created mainly in the
public sector, which are
openly available to users and
other developers.

India’s DPI journey is a
unique model, wherein the
base technical infrastructure
is  built, operated and
managed in the public sector,
while the private sector
accesses the DPI to create
innovative customer facing
services.

“The advantage of
developing DPI in the public
sector is that typically the
private sector would be
averse to capital investment
to create infrastructure with
uncertain returns,” the
Governor said and added
that  privately  created
infrastructure may not also
be amenable to
democratised
interoperability.
The Governor talked about
India’s advancements in the
field of digitalisation of the
financial services.

He further said Unified
Payments Interface (UPI), a
real-time payment system,
has emerged as a robust, cost-
effective and portable retail
payment system and is
attracting active interest
across the globe.

access or

Alembic Pharma
gets USFDA nod
for generic drug

PTI B NEW DELHI

lembic Pharmaceuticals

on Monday said it has
received approval from the
US health regulator to market
a generic medication used to
treat moderate-to-severe
psoriasis of the scalp.
The company has received
final approval from the US
Food & Drug Administration
(USFDA) for its abbreviated
new  dru application
(ANDA) for Betamethasone
Valerate Foam, the drug firm
said in a statement.
The approved ANDA is
therapeutically equivalent to
the reference listed drug
product Luxiq Foam (0.12 per
cent), of Norvium Bioscience,
LLC (Norvium).
Betamethasone valerate foam
is a topical corticosteroid
indicated for relief of the
inflammatory and pruritic
manifestations of
corticosteroid-responsive
dermatoses of the scalp.

Rupee settles on flat note, closes 1
paisa higher at 83.89 against US dollar

PTI @ MUMBAI

The rupee pared its initial
gains and settled for the
day on a flat note, rising just 1
paisa to 83.89 (provisional)
against the American currency
on Monday, weighed down by
a surge in crude oil prices.
Forex traders said the Indian
rupee gained in morning trade
on rise in domestic markets
and a weak US Dollar.
However, a surge in crude oil
prices capped sharp gains for
the local unit.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local unit
opened at 83.83 and touched
an intra-day high of 83.80
against the US dollar and a low
of 83.91.

The domestic currency finally
settled at 83.89 (provisional), 1
paisa higher from its previous
close.

On Friday, the rupee traded in
a narrow range and settled
higher by 3 paise at 83.90
against the American currency.
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US dollar had witnessed a
sharp correction and fell to the
lowest level since July 2023, on
dovish comments by Fed Chair
Jerome Powell at the Jackson

Hole Symposium.

“We expect the rupee to trade
with a slight positive bias on
risk in global risk sentiments
amid dovish Fed speak and
rising expectations of a rate cut
by the Fed in September.
However, geopolitical tensions
in the Middle East and rising
crude oil prices may cap sharp
upside;” said Anuj Choudhary
--  Research  Analyst at
Sharekhan by BNP Paribas.
Meanwhile, Brent crude, the
global oil benchmark,
advanced 0.92 per cent to USD
79.75 per barrel.

On the domestic equity market
front, Sensex advanced 611.90
points, or 0.75 per cent, to
close at 81,698.11 points. The
Nifty rose 187.45 points, or
0.76 per cent, to 25,010.60
points.

Foreign Institutional Investors
(FIIs) were net buyers in the
capital markets on Friday, as
they purchased shares worth
Rs 1,944.48 crore, according to
exchange data.

Finance Minister-led inter-ministerial panel megts
Singapore president, discusses boostmg ties

PTI ® SINGAPORE

Inter-ministerial delegation
led by Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Monday met Singapore
President Tharman
Shanmugaratnam and
discussed boosting
partnership between the two
countries.

Both sides discussed boosting
the India-Singapore Strategic
Partnership by focusing on
key areas like digitalisation,
green initiatives and skill
development.

“FM Smt. @nsitharaman
appreciated President Mr.
@Tharman_S for being a
strong proponent of
multilateralism through his

seminal  contribution to
developing far-reaching
reforms that can enable

governments and institutions
to deal with 21st century
challenges,” the finance
ministry said in a post on X.

During the meeting,
Sitharaman expressed
gratitude to the Singapore

President for his invaluable
contributions as a member of
the G20 Expert Group on
Strengthening MDBs during
India Presidency in 2023.

Along with ~ Sitharaman,
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush
Goyal and Railway Minister
Ashwini ~ Vaishnaw  were
present for the meeting.

India-Singapore Ministerial
Roundtable is a unique
mechanism established to set
a new agenda for India-
Singapore bilateral relations.

Its maugural meeting was
held in New Delhi in
September ~ 2022.  This
meeting will enable both sides
to review various aspects of
their strategic partnership
and identify new avenues to
further elevate and broaden it.
The delegation also met
Singapore Prime Minister
Lawrence Wong earlier
during the day.

During the interactions, the
leaders discussed the need to
strengthen partnership and
broaden cooperation between
the two countries.

Over 23 lakh Govt employees under NPS get
option to choose unified pensmn scheme

PTI B NEW DELHI

he just-announced

Unified Pension Scheme
for central government
employees will be available
only for those who are
currently subscribers of the
New Pension Scheme (NPS),
including retirees.
The new scheme guarantees
employees 50 per cent of their
average basic pay over the last
12 months before retirement
as a pension for a minimum
qualifying service of 25 years
against a market returns
linked payout under the NPS.
According to the scheme
approved by the Union
Cabinet, the pension will be
proportionate for a lesser
service period of up to a
minimum of 10 years. Also,
assured pension of Rs 10,000
per month on superannuation

after a minimum of 10 years
of service.

The scheme has been brought
out to address the concerns of
government employees over
NPS, which came into effect
from January 1, 2004.

Under the old pension
scheme (OPS), effective
before January 2004,

employees got 50 per cent of
their last drawn basic pay as
pension.

Unlike the old pension
scheme, UPS is contributory
in nature, wherein employees
will be required to contribute
10 per cent of their basic
salary and dearness allowance
while the employer’s

contribution (the central
government) will be 18.5 per
cent.

Under the NPS, the employer
contribution is 14 per cent,
and the employee
contribution is 10 per cent.
However, the eventual payout
depends on the market
returns on that corpus, mostly
invested in government debt.
Employees, under the OPS,
were not required to make
any contribution. They,
however, contributed to the
General Provident Fund
(GPF). The accumulated
amount, along with interest,
was paid to the employee at
the time of retirement.

As the NPS was less attractive
than the OPS, several non-
BJP-ruled states decided to go
back to the old pension
scheme, which offered a DA-
linked benefit.

GST taxpayers without valid bank a/c to be
barred from filing GSTR-1 from September 1

PTI W NEW DELHI

ST taxpayers who do not

furnish bank account
details to GST authorities will
be barred from filing outward
supply return GSTR-1 from
September 1, GST Network
(GSTN) has said in an
advisory.
As per GST Rule 10A, a
taxpayer is required to
furnish details of a valid bank
account within a period of 30
days from the date of grant of
registration, or  before
furnishing the details of
outward supplies of goods or
services or both in Form
GSTR-lor using Invoice
Furnishing Facility (IFF),
whichever is earlier.
“From 1st September, 2024
this rule is being enforced.
Therefore, for the tax period
August-2024 onwards, the
taxpayer will not be able

furnish GSTR-01/IFF as the

case may be, without
furnishing the details of a
valid bank account in their
registration details on GST
portal” GSTN said in an
advisory dated August 23.

The GST Council in its
meeting in July last year, had
approved amendment to Rule
10A to strengthen the
registration process and to
effectively deal with the
menace of fake and
fraudulent registrations in

goods and services tax (GST).
As per the amendment, a
registered  taxpayer  was
required to furnish the details
of bank account having his
name and PAN within 30
days of grant of registration or
before filing of statement of
outwards supply in Form
GSTR-1/IFF (invoice
furnishing facility),
whichever is earlier.

In the advisory, the GSTN
asked all the taxpayers who
have not yet furnished the
details of a wvalid bank
accounts to add their bank
account information in their
registration details by visiting

the GST portal.
“..In absence of a valid bank
account details in GST

registration, you will not be
able to file GSTR-1 or IFF as
the case may, be from August
2024 return period, the
GSTN advisory added.

India offers huge
opportunity,
economic trajectory
fantastic: Infosys GEO

PTI M NEW DELHI

Indla offers a  “huge
opportunity” for Infosys,
CEO Salil Parekh said, noting
that the country’s “fantastic”
economic trajectory has set it
apart from the rest of the world.
The Bengaluru-headquartered
IT company has clocked
“strong growth” in its India
business in the first quarter of

this fiscal vyear, although
revenue from the market is
relatively small.

“India is a huge opportunity...
The growth that we are seeing
for different types of work
across Indian environment is
massive, and we are very much
part of making sure that we
engage both with private sector
companies and with
Government agencies,” Parekh
told PTL

Sebi issues notice to Paytm on ESOPs given to
CEO Sharma; firm says disclosure already made

PTI B NEW DELHI

Market regulator Sebi has
issued notice to fintech
firm One97
Communications, which
owns the Paytm brand, in the
March 2024 quarter on
employee stock options given
to its MD and CEO Vijay
Shekhar Sharma, according to
the company filing on
Monday.

In response to a query from
stock exchanges, Paytm said
the notice is not a new
development, and it is in
regulatory contact with the
market regulator to make
required representations.
According  to  Paytm’s
financial year 2024 annual

result filing, it had issued 2.1
crore employee stock options
(ESOP) to Sharma in the
financial year 2022.

Sebi had issued a show cause
notice to Paytm on ESOP
issued to Sharma.

“This is not a new
development, as the
Company had already made
relevant disclosures on this
matter in its financial results
for the quarter and year

ended March 31, 2024, as well
as the quarter ended June 30,
2024. The Company is in
regular communication with
the Securities Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) and
making necessary
representations regarding this
matter, Paytm said in
response to a stock exchange
query. The disclosure made
on May 22 and July 19 said
that Paytm has submitted its
preliminary response and is
in the process of seeking
further information from the
regulator in this regard.

“Based on an independent
legal opinion obtained by the
management, it believes that
the Company is compliant
with the relevant regulations.

India adds record 15 GW solar capacity in Jan-June; Repont

PTI B NEW DELHI

India has registered record
solar installations of about
15 GW during the first half of
2024 as “developers raced” to
complete delayed projects, a
report by Mercom Capital
said.

The country added 3.89 GW
of solar capacity during
January-June 2023, the US-
based research firm said in its
latest report.

“In the first half, solar
installations in India reached
15 GW, surpassing all
previous years records,
posting an increase of 282 per
cent compared to 1H 2023
the report titled ‘India Solar
Market Update’ said.

The record installations were
registered as developers raced

delayed projects, it said.
As of June 2024, India’s

to commission the previously

installed solar

cumulative
capacity stood at 87.2 GW, of

which  the utility-scale

projects accounted for nearly
87 per cent, and rooftop solar
over 13 per cent.

Solar energy accounted for
19.5 per cent of Indias
installed power capacity and
over 44 per cent of the total
installed renewable energy
capacity.

The average cost of large-
scale solar projects was down
by almost 26 per cent year-
on-year and 2 per cent
quarter-on-quarter.

The year “2024 is shaping up
to be a breakout year for
India’s solar industry, with an
impressive first half.
“However, to ensure that the
strong pipeline of projects
and ramped-up tender
activity translate into timely
installations, it is critical that
we tackle the component

supply and grid connectivity
challenges with urgency so
we can meet the 280 GW
target by 2030, Raj Prabhu,
CEO of Mercom Capital
Group, said.

In 1H 2024, a total of 41.4
GW  of tenders were
announced. The tendered
capacity issued during the
period increased 51 per cent
from 27.5 GW in 1H 2023.
In the first half of 2024, about
31.8 GW of projects were
auctioned, up 321 per cent
from 7.6 GW in 1H 2023.
Mercom Capital specialises in
providing market intelligence
on energy storage, smart grid
technology and solar energy,

in addition to offering
advisory services on
emerging  markets and

strategic decision-making.
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The first step for swimmer
Ali Truwit was overcoming
her newfound fear of the one
place she had always felt safe -
the water.

Because the sound of water,
any sound involving water,
instantly triggered flashbacks
to the day she swam for her life
after being bitten by a shark.
She and a friend were
snorkeling in the ocean off
Turks and Caicos on May 24, pool in which she was a four-
2023, when a shark charged vyear letter winner. She kicked
and bit Truwits lower left leg. things off by running a
Bleeding and with the shark marathon with her mom on
circling, Truwit went into Mother’s Day.

competitive swim mode and Next on the list: joining friends
raced 75 yards toward the for some sun on the beaches in
safety of the boat. Turks and Caicos. She went
Truwit was rushed to the snorkeling with Yale teammate
hospital and airlifted to the and good friend Sophie
United States, where she had Pilkinton in an area not known
three surgeries, including one  for sharks.

to amputate her leg below the On their way back to the boat,
knee. a shark aggressively
To reclaim her love of the approached and  began

[
water, she went to the family’s bumping them.
backyard pool. She waded up  “We tried to fight back,” Truwit
to her waist, fought off fearand ~ said.

took back control. The plunge What was believed to be a bull
not only started her path shark bit her on the foot and

[ n n n
toward healing but to Paris for lower leg.
the Paralympics. “My immediate thought was,
“I love comeback stories,” said Am I crazy or do I not have a

PTI m PUNE Association of India at the PE
Society’s Modern PDMBA PV Sindhu,

Prakriti Bharath will The tournament, held in Rankireddy,

3 bhishek Kanpala and Sports Complex. Shrikant,

lead the Indian boys memory of the late Sushant
and girls respectively against Chipalkatti, has become a key have  played

participants from 13 countries fixture in the international tournament.

in the Late Sushant junior badminton calendar.
Chipalkatti Yonex Sunrise A total 280 players from 13
India Junior International countries including India,

Grand Prix Badminton USA,

Tournament, starting here Indonesia, Thailand, Nepal,

the 24-year-old from Darien, foot right now?” Truwit said.

players such as Saina Nehwal, | Connecticut, who qualified for ~“It was a really hard image for

Kidambi | Paris in the 100 free, 400 free me. But you move immediately
Satwiksairaj | and the 100 back. into action”
Priyanshu | “T've definitely relied on other ~ Stay calm. Remain conscious.

Rajawat, and Chirag Shetty | people’s comeback stories to Just get to the boat. Thats all

in  this | help me hold on to what feels she focused on as she and
like a bold and unrealistic hope  Pilkinton sprinted through the

The tournament will feature | - of fighting off a shark and water, intensely aware the
competitions in U-19 boys | surviving and losing a limb shark was still there.
and girls singles, doubles and | and making the Paralympics Once on the boat, Pilkinton

UAE,  Australia, mix doubles categories. all in a year” applied a tourniquet to slow

As part of the Badminton | Her itinerary for that summer the bleeding.

from Tuesday. Malaysia, Switzerland, World Federation (BWF) | involved fun and adventure Truwit was later airlifted to a

It will be organised by Poona England, Taipei, Iran will be

circuit, it offers participants | before starting work at a trauma hospital in Miami for

District Metropolitan seen in action during this an opportunity to earn | consulting firm. two surgeries to fight
ranking points and gain | Truwit had just graduated infections. She was transported

Badminton Association under event.
the auspices Badminton In previous editions, star

international experience. from Yale after a career in the to a hospital in New York,

It fitness permits, | hope to play LA 2028 Olympics: Manpreet Singh

PTI B NEW DELHI

He will be on the wrong side of 30s
and maintaining fitness would be
no stroll in the park but veteran Indian
hockey mid-fielder Manpreet Singh
foresees an unprecedented fifth
Olympic appearance for himself in the
2028 Los Angeles Games before he calls
time on his career.

The 32-year-old is a two-time Olympic
medallist. He captained the side that
ended a 41-year-old Olympic medal
drought in Tokyo 2020, before
remaining a part of the squad under
Harmanpreet Singh for an encore in
Paris 2024.

“My target is till Los Angeles but it all
depends upon my fitness. If I can
maintain my fitness and game, I will
surely be there in LA the ace mid-
fielder told PTI in an exclusive
interview.

“In today’s hockey fitness is very
important so at the end everything will
boil down to my fitness, added the
player, who has rarely faced any fitness
issues in his career.

Former greats Udham Singh, Leslie
Claudius, and Dhanraj Pillai along with
Manpreet’s recently-retired
contemporary P R Sreejesh also have
four Olympic appearances to their

credit.

And Manpreet, a veteran of 378
international games and 44 goals, is
now aiming to go one better on them by
making the cut for LA 2028. The easy-
going player, who hails from Mithapur
village in Punjab, is grateful for all that
he has achieved with the team
“Winning back-to-back medals is a
something wonderful for me. It was
after a long time that we won back-to-
back medals and every athlete aspires to
win an Olympic medal.

“I have played four Olympics. In the
first two, I didn't get any medal but in
the last two, I won medals and you can’t
imagine my happiness,” he said.

A multi-faceted player, Manpreet can
play in a defensive position as well
when the team needs.

His skills came in handy in India’s 4-2
penalty shootout win over Britain in the
quarterfinals of the Paris Olympics
despite being down to 10 men with 42
minutes remaining in the match.

“I am always prepared to play in every
scenario. I always adjust to every
position which the team demands.
When (Amit) Rohidas got the red card,
I immediately realised that I had to play
in the defence.

“I have trained a lot for that, even in Pro
League matches. So, it was not very

in difficult situations” We learnt to play
as a team and be united,” he said.
Talking about Sreejesh, who retired at
36 after the Paris Games, Manpreet was
effusive in his praise for the former
teammate.

“Everyone knows how good a
goalkeeper he (Sreejesh) was but it was
his personal decision and it is with
every athlete. But we need to look at
how we need to cope with this situation.
“Krishan (Bahadur Pathak) and Suraj
(Karkera) are good goalkeepers and
already have the experience of playing
at the highest level,” he said.

difficult for me. I knew my roles and Manpreets Malaysian wife Illi Najwa
responsibilities, I just had to execute my ~ Saddique and their two-and-half-year-
plans,” Manpreet said. old daughter Jasmine were there in
The show against Britain tested the Paris when he won his second Olympic
Indian teams mental toughness and medal and the star said it was the best
Manpreet credited a short three-day ~moment of his life to share the joy with
camp at renowned adventurer Mike his family.

Horn’s base in Switzerland before the “After the medal ceremony, my
Olympics for that. daughter and wife were with me at the
“That camp was very useful for us. It ground and my daughter was running
changed our mindset and taught us to  around the ground. I had a photo of my
be strong. When we went there, nobody daughter wearing the medal, it was a
knew what we were supposed to do really proud feeling,” he said.

there” he recalled. Manpreet revealed that Jasmine, despite
“That camp taught us how to tackle her tender age, seems to have developed
adverse situations with a strong a liking for shooting after meeting
mentality. That camp also taught us double Olympic medallist pistol
how to be together and help each other  shooter Manu Bhaker recently.

{

Chhetri's Bengaluru FC to take on

Mohun Bagan SG in Durand Cup Semis | e e e
PTI M KOLKATA but also stoutly defended their
citadel, conceding just three

harismatic former India goals.

captain Sunil Chhetri will Bengaluru FC too have shown

be pivotal to Bengaluru FC’s great

chances of making it to the tournament, scoring 11 goals
Durand Cup summit clash and conceding only two in the
when they take on Mohan four games they have played.

Bagan Super Giant in the last-  They overcame Kerala Blasters
four contest at the iconic Salt in the quarterfinals through a
Lake Stadium, here on Jorge Diaz goal in extra time
Tuesday. and would be leaning heavily
As Asias oldest football on national players goalkeeper

Prannoy takes break
to recover from impact
of chikungunya

PTI B NEW DELHI

Seasoned Indian shuttler HS
Prannoy on Monday said
he is taking a break from the
sport to allow his body to
fully recover from the effects
of chikungunya, which had
adversely  impacted  his
performance at the Paris
Olympics.

The 32-year-old, a 2022
Thomas Cup title winner and
a world and Asian Games

of the mosquito-borne viral

for the trial at the iconic club | disease that causes severe Prannoy, however, did not
after a sterling performance in | pain in the joints just ahead of provide a time line for his

the 2002 edition of the | the Paris Olympics. recovery or mentioned the

Durand Cup. On the other | “Unfortunately, the battle tournaments he has

promise in the hand, MBSG would have been | with chikungunya has takena withdrawn from.

toughened by their clash | toll on my body, leaving me The Kerala shutler, who won
against Punjab FC, whom they | with persistent pains that the world championship

beat via a penalty shootout. make it impossible to bronze in 2023, had been
They would be relying on | compete at my best,” Prannoy ravaged by a spate of illnesses,
Greg Stewart, Manvir Singh | wrote on X. including a chronic stomach

and Jason Cummings to get it | “After careful consideration disorder and a nagging back
past Bengaluru FC. The three | with my team, I've decided to  injury.
played a key role in the game | withdraw from some of the At the Paris Games, despite

tournament enters the final Gurpreet Sandhu, Rahul against Punjab FC. upcoming tournaments to not being fully fit, Prannoy

stages of the competition, Bheke Suresh Wangjam and The other
Bengaluru FC have their task former India skipper Chhetri.
cut out against the defending It will be a ‘homecoming’ for Monday, pits
champions. Mogan Bagan Chhetri as he was first spotted

have not only scored 10 goals by Mohun Bagan and invited Lajong FC.

semifinal, | focus on recovery. Thank you won both his Group matches

scheduled to be played later on | for your understanding and to progress to the round of 16.

Northeast | support during this He, however, went down to

United FC against Shillong | challenging time. I'll be back compatriot Lakshya Sen in

stronger;” he added. the pre-quarterfinal.
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where on her 23rd birthday,
she underwent a transtibial -
below-the-knee - amputation.
“A lot of dark days,” she said.
“But I'm alive and I almost
wasn't” The Truwit family has
a mantra - “Work works”
That's why Truwit went to
rehab even on days when she
didn't feel good or was sad.
“Just put in the work,” she said.
First, though, she needed to
alter her “Why?”

Swimmer Ali makes Paralympics a year after
losing lower leg in shark attack while snorkeling

Instead of, “Why did this
happen to me?” she centered
on, “Why not throw
everything into something?”
More specifically, why not the
Paralympics? After all, she had
plenty of time to get ready for
the 2028 Summer Paralympics
in Los Angeles.

“But I'm not someone who
waits,” she said. So Paris in
2024 it was, even if the time
frame was incredibly tight.

Classifieds

CHANGE OF NAME

| Apsara Prajeesh Spouse
of Prajeesh MP R/o
Mundambillil House
Kottuvallikkad, Moothakunnam
PO, Ernakulam Distt, kerala
683516.have changed my
Name from Apsara Prajeesh To
Apsara ES Vide affidavit dated
03/08/2024 before District
Court Ambala.

I Prem Chand Babli
Sharma S/O Om Parkash R/O
Sabalpur Po Thana Chhapper
Distt. Yamunanagar Have
Changed My Name From Prem
Chand Babli Sharma To Prem
Bhargav.

I hitherto known as Anil
Kumar S/o Lakshman Das R/o
H. No. 5, Vill Sarsehdi, Tehsil
Ambala, Distt. Ambala,
Haryana-133001 have changed
my Name and shall hereafter be
known as Sunil Kumar Saini.

I, Ranjit Singh S/o Pritam
Singh, Village Mandheri,
Kurukshetra have Changed my
Name Ranjeet Singh.

I, Harvinder Singh And
Harwinder Singh s/o Hardiyal
Singh VillL.Adhoya, Pehowa,
Kurukshetra Both Are Same
Name and Person.

I, Shobana T is legally Wife
of Service No. 15334535L
Rank: HAV Name: R
Thanigaivel residing at Village
Mambakkam Post Mambakkam,
Taluk Kalavai, Distt. Ranipet
(State) Tamil Nadu Pin- 632318
have changed my name from T
Shobana to Shobana T.

I, Army No. 16119573W
Rank L/HAV Name Thotakura
Srinivasa Rao of Unit 03 Engr
Regt c/o 56 APO, PIN-914003,
Yol Cantt, today Camping ut
Ferozepur, have changed my
mother name from T Vijaya
Nirmala to Thotakura
Vijayanirmala & Date of birth
01.07.1976 to 05.07.1972 Vide
Affidavit Dated 26 August 2024
before at Notary Ferozepur.

I, Army No. 16119573W
Rank L/HAV Name Thotakura
Srinivasa Rao of Unit 03 Engr
Regt C/o 56 APO, PIN-914003,
Yol Cantt, today camping at
Ferozepur have Changed my
Father Date of Birth 01.07.1966
to 03.06.1964 Vide Affidavit
Dated 26 August 2024 before at
Notary Ferozepur.

I, Army No. 16125291N
Rank NK Name Boni Narendra
Kumar of Unit 03 Engr Regt C/o
56 APO, PIN-914003, Yol Cantt,
today camping at Ferozepur
have Changed my Father name
from Boni Govindarao to Boni
Govind Rao Date of birth &
01.06.1975 to 22.06.1975 Vide
Affidavit Dated 26 August 2024
before at Notary Ferozepur.

I, Army No. 16132430P
Rank SPR Name Agolla
Harinath of Unit 03 Engr Regt
C/o 56 APO, PIN-914003, Yol
Cantt, today comping at
Ferozepur, have changed my
mother name from Agolla
Gurramma to Agolla Guramma
Vide Affidavit Dated 26 August
2024 before  at Notary
Ferozepur.

I, JC-314999P Rank NB
SUB Name Anil Kumar of Unit
03 Engr Regt c/o 56 APO, PIN-
914003, Yol Cantt, today
Camping at Ferozepur, have
changed my mother name from
Shamwati to Shyam Wati &
Date of birth 04.02.1958 to
01.01.1955 Vide Affidavit Dated
26 August 2024 before at Notray
Ferozepur.

I, Army No. 16125291N
Rank NK Name Boni Narendra
Kumar of Unit 03 Engr Regt c/o
56 APO, PIN-914003, Yol Cantt,
today Camping at Ferozepur,
have changed my mother date
of  birth  20.08.1977 to
01.01.1977 Vide Affidavit Dated
26 August 2024 before at Notary
Ferozepur.

1, Soda Aadilakshmidevi is
mother of Army No. 16119554L,
NK, Soda Ranganayakulu of
Unit 5 engr regiment c/o 56
APQO, today camping at
Ferozepur have changed my
name from S Adhilakshamma to
Soda Aadilakshmidevi due to
incorrect name entered in my
son's service documents. My
true and correct date of birth is
01.01.1968 as per my Aadhaar
card and PAN Card, but on my
son's service record my date of
birth is mentioned as
10.05.1965 which is wrong.

I, Patnam Pedda Padma is
mother of Army No. 16134997K
Rank SPR Name Patnam
Bhaskar of Unit 5 engr regiment
c/o 56 APO, today comping at
Ferozepur have changed my
name from P Padma to Patnam
Pedda Padma Vide Affidavit
Dated 26 August 2024 before at
Notary Ferozepur.

1, JC-315190N, NB/SUB, P
Magendran of Unit 03 Engr
Regt c/o 56 APO, PIN-914003
Yol Cantt, camping at
Ferozepur, have changed my
Daughter name from M
Vandhana to M Vanthana Vide
Affidavit Dated 26 August 2024
before at Notary Ferozepur.

I, JC-314999P Rank NB
SUB Name Anil Kumar of Unit
03 Engr Regt C/o 56 APO, PIN-
91-4003, Yol Cantt, today
camping at Ferozepur, have
changed my Father Date of
Birth 02.03.1955 to 01.01.1954
Vide Affidavit Dated 26 August
2024 before at Notary
Ferozepur.

I, Vinod Kumar Singh,
Father of No. 14681984N, Rank
NK Name Anish Kumar Unit of
806 Field Wksp Coy EME
Resident of Abul Hasanpur
(Pauni  Hasanpur) District
Vaishali Pin 844123 State Bihar
have changed my name from
Vinod Kumar Singh to Binod
Kumar Singh & Date of birth
01/07/1955 to 04/06/1963

I, Saroj Devi, Mother of
No. 14681984N, Rank NK
Name Anish Kumar Unit of 806
Field Wksp Coy EME Resident
of Abul Hasanpur (Pauni
Hasanpur) District Vaishali Pin
844123 State Bihar have
changed my name from Saroj
Devi to Saroj Rani & Date of
birth 01/07/1960 to 01/01/1970.

I, Malkit Singh, son of Mr.
Resham 8ingh, resident of
village Jodha Bhaini, tehsil
Jalalabad, district Fazilka,
inform that my mother's name is
Gurdevan Bai in my army
records. That my mother's
Aadhaar card, voter card, ration
card record has my mother's
name written as Gurdeva Bai,
which is the correct name of my
mother.

I, Manju W/o Pitamber
Singh R/o House No. 244,
Dadu Majra Colony Chandigarh
have changed my name from
Manju to Sudesh.

I Manjit Kaur W/O Balvir
Singh Gill R/O Mahla Kalan
Distt. Moga Have Changed My
Name From Manjit Kaur To
Manjeet Kaur Gill.

Prabha Aggarwal &
Prabha Gupta W/O Sat Paul
Gupta R/O H.No.-555 Sardar
Nagar Moga Am One And The
Same Person Of Above Both
Names.

I, Puneet Kumar S/o
Mangat Ram R/o Vpo. Katt Teh-
Banga (SBS Nagar) have
changed my name Puneet. and
now Kumar is my surname.

I Rinku S/o Vijay Kumar
Vpo Dhuleta, Teh-Phillaur Distt
Jalandhar have changed my
Name Rinku Mall. and now Mall
is my surname.

| Sharanpreet Kaur W/O
Prabhijit Singh R/O C-300 New
Partap Nagar Sultanwind Road
(Amritsar) Have Changed My
Name Sharanpreet Kaur To
Sharnpreet Kaur.

| Harjinder Singh S/O
Dilbag Singh R/O VPO
Pakhopur Tehsil & District Tarn
Taran Have Changed My Given
Name To Harjinder And
Surname To Singh.

I, Ashok Kumar Kaushal
S/o  Narinder Kumar R/o
H.No.289, W.No.4, St.No.5-B,
Nandi Colony, Lalheri Road,
Khanna  (Ludhiana) have
changed my name to Ashok
Kumar.

I, Baljeet Singh S/o Ajit
Singh R/o Village Isru Tehsil
Khanna  {Ludhiana} have
changed my name to Baljit
Singh.

| Amit Kumar Yadav S/o
Ramesh Kumar R/o Guga Gali,
Surgapuri, Kotkapura (Faridkot)
have changed my name to Amit
Yadav.

I Gurwinder Kaur W/o
Navdeep Singh R/o 04, Gobind
Enclave 2,Sodhe Wala Road,
Ferozepur City, Distt Ferozepur
152002 split my name from
Gurwinder Kaur to Given Name
Gurwinder And Sur Name:
Kaur.

| Balwinder Singh Khiva
S/0 Bant Singh R/O St. No. 2,
Bhan Singh Colony Faridkot Has
Changed My Name As
Balwinder Singh.

1, Manjit Singh Grewal S/o
Gurdev Singh R/o Jore Jand Urf
Chimnewala District Fazilka
Have Changed My Name Manijit
Singh To Manjit Singh Grewal.

l, Jyoti W/o Gurmeet
Kumar R/o Vpo Bajidpur,
Bazidpur District Ferozepur
Punjab Have Changed My
Name As Jyoti Kumar After
Marriage.

1, Sukhjit Kaur W/O Jarnail
Singh R/O Village Dila Ram,
Ferozepur. | Have Changed My
Name As Sukhjit Kaur To
Sukhjeet Kaur.

| Karamjeet Kaur Sandhu
W/o Swarn Singh R/o Village
Roran Wala Po.Sohangarh
Tehsil Sri Muktsar Sahib Have
Changed My Name Karamjeet
Kaur.

I, Sukhdeep Singh S/o
Baggar Singh R/o Vil
Sikhanwala Po. Aulakh
(Faridkot) have changed my
name to Sukhdeep Singh
Sandhu.

I, Akber Ali S/o Ramjan
Khan R/o #1750 St.No. 1L
Dogar Basti (Faridkot) have
changed my name to Akbar Ali.

1, Sarifan W/o Akbar Ali R/o
#1750 St.No. 1L Dogar Basti
(Faridkot) have changed my
name to Sharifan Bano.

I, Jeetender Kumar, s/o
Sh. Dhan Singh, r/o village
Lubari, tehsil Madlauda, district
Panipat, declare that | have
changed the name of my son
from Udit to Udit Kumar. For all
purposes.

I, Paramjeet Kour W/O
Kawaljeet Singh R/O Ward No-
10, Neza Dela Kalan,
Sirsa-125055(Haryana), Have
Changed My Name To
Paramjeet Kaur.

I, No 15790913Y Hav
Latpate Bandu Eknath resident
of Village- Kodri, Post- Kodri,
Tehsil- Gangakhed, District-
Parbhani, State- Maharashtra,
Pin-431513, have changed my
Son name from Soham Latpate
to Latpate Soham Bandu Vide
affidavit No.IN-
PB48939478650417W dated 23
Aug 2024 before notary public
Pathankot

I, Pragati Kuldeep Shinde
wife of No0.4427633K Hav
Shinde Kuldeep Vijay Kumar
resident of village - Khatav,Post-
Khatav, Tehsil - Khatav, District -
Satara, State- Maharashtra,Pin-
415505, have changed my son
name from Piyush Kuladip
Shinde to Piyush Kuldeep
Shinde Vide affidavit No.93AA.
463632 dated 13 Aug 2024
before Executive Magistrate
Khatav (Maharashtra)

I, Parvati Vijay Shinde
Mother of No.4427633K Hav
Shinde Kuldeep Vijay Kumar
resident of Village - Khatay,
Post-Khatav, Tehsil - Khatay,
District - Satara, State-
Maharashtra,Pin-415505, have
changed my name from Parvati
Vijay Kumar Shinde to Parvati
Vijay Shinde and Date of birth
from 25/07/1967 to 06/06/1966
Vide affidavit N0.93AA.463633
dated 13 Aug 2024 before
Executive Magistrate Khatav
(Maharashtra)

I, Hansa Koshyari am
legally Wedded Spouse of No:
JC 345096Y Rank: Nb/Sub
Name- Uttam Singh Presently
Posted At Unit: 70 Engr Regt
Clo 56 APO Permanent
Address: 00, Dumkabangar
Bachchidharma Halduchaur
Lalkuan, Haldwani, Haldwani,
Nanital, Uttrakhand-263139
Declare that | have changed My
Name from Hansa Koshyari to
Hansa Devi.Vide Affidavit No:
54AA 510923,Dated:
26/08/2024

The Pioneer does not take
responsibility for the contents
for the advertisement (Display /
Classified) carried in this
newspaper. The Paper does
not endorse the same. Readers
are requested to verify the
content on their own.
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Focus on Suryakumar Shreyas and Sarfaraz in Buchi Babu meef

PTI ® COIMBATORE

ndia dasher Suryakumar

Yadav will turn up for

Mumbai in their Buchi
Babu contest against TNCA
XTI, beginning here on Tuesday,
with an aim to get his Test
career back on track.
Shreyas Iyer, also part of
Mumbais squad, too will be
looking to make a statement in
the pre-season event, having
last played a Test in February.
The star-studded Mumbai side
will be captained by Sarfaraz
Khan, who too will be jostling
find space in a full strength
Test squad when the home
season begins next month
despite a promising beginning
against England earlier this
year.
The likes of Virat Kohli, K L
Rahul and Rishabh Pant, who
were not available for different
reasons over course of the five
games against England, are

expected to be available for the
two Test series against
Bangladesh beginning

September 19 in Chennai.

The centre of attention in the
round three of the Buchi Babu
match undoubtedly will be
Suryakumar, who recently led
India to victory in his first
series as T20 skipper. Not in
the team’s ODI plans for the

moment,
remains determined to play in
all three formats. His sole Test
appearance
Australia in February 2023.
Since then, he has continued to
flourish in white-ball cricket
before taking up the T20
International captaincy duties
for the Men in Blue.
Effectively, the Buchi Babu

the 33-year-old

came against

outing will be a mere warm-up
for Suryakumar and others in
the mix, given they all will be
part of the Duleep Trophy
beginning September 5.
Suryakumar’s last competitive
outing in First-Class cricket
came during the
Trophy last year.
Playing for
Suryakumar managed only 71

Duleep
squad.

West  Zone,

runs in four innings at an
average of just 17.75, with a top
score of 52, while his side, led
by Priyank Panchal, lost the
final to South Zone by 75 runs.
Besides Surya, Sarfaraz and
Shreyas will also be among the
attractions in the Mumbai

Sarfaraz, who made his Test
debut earlier this year against

ﬂEEHmH

three half-centuries.

England, has been promising
with the bat, managing 200
runs in five innings at an
average of 50.00, including

As for Iyer, he is yet to leave a
mark in the longest format
after 14 Tests, while since
January 2023, he has only
managed 187 runs in 12
innings at an average of only

17.00, with a top score of only
35.

Therefore, while there is no
headache for Sarfaraz heading
into this Buchi Babu meet, the
upcoming domestic season
holds more significance for
Iyer,who will will be leading
Team D in the Duleep Trophy.
Mumabis opponents TNCA
XTI will be led by R Sai Kishore,
who was the leading wicket-
taker in Ranji Trophy last
season.

TEAMS (FROM)

TNCA XI: R Sai Kishore (c),
Pradosh Ranjan Paul (vc),
Mokit RS Hariharan, G
Ajitesh,  Indrajith  Baba,
Boopathi Vaishna Kumar, S
Lokeshwar (wk), SR Athish
(wk), R Sonu Yadav, P Vidyuth,
S Lakshya Jain, S Ajith Ram, G
Govinth, CV Achyuth, H
Trilok Nag and V
Yudheeswaran.
MUMBAL: Sarfaraz Khan (c),
Suryakumar Yadav, Shreyas
Iyer, Akhil  Herwadkar,
Divyansh Saxena, Musheer
Khan, Vedant  Murkar,
Siddhanth Addhatrao,
Suryansh  Shedge, Shams
Mulani, Tanush  Kotian,
Himanshu Singh, Atharva
Ankolekar, Roystan Dias,
Mohit  Avasthi,  Sylvester
Dsouza and Junaid Khan.

US Open 2024: Even players aren’t sure who

wil

AP B NEW YORK

Tennis fans unable to decide who
has the best shot at doing well at
the U.S. Open have company as the
year’s last Grand Slam tournament is
set to begin Monday. Even the players
themselves aren’t sure what to expect.
“We've seen people, all the time,
surprise us every single week, every
single tournament, every Slam.
Sometimes there’s no rhyme or
reason why someone maybe does
well,” said Jessica Pegula, a six-time
major quarterfinalist. “Sometimes it
doesn’t make any sense””

There is the usual uncertainty that
comes in New York, thanks to the
vagaries of injuries and the grind of a
long season. One additional factor
this time could be all of the surface-
switching: Tennis at the Summer
Olympics was played on courts at
Roland Garros, also the French Open
site. So players went from clay in

Paris to grass at Wimbledon, then
back to clay, before shifting to hard
courts before the U.S. Open.

“It's a strange year; British player Dan
Evans said. “That’s for sure

Pegula, for one, handled that last
transition just fine, going from the
Olympics to a title at Toronto and a
runner-up showing at Cincinnati.
Her doubles partner in Paris, 2023
US. Open champion Coco Gauff,
played in three Olympics events,
exiting early in each, then lost her
second match in Toronto and her first
in Cincinnati.

“Changing surfaces, its tough, not
just on your body, but mentally. ... But
it's part of the job, and we'll adjust,”
said Tommy Paul, who won a bronze
medal in doubles with Taylor Fritz for
the U.S. In Paris and had a 1-2 record
in Montreal and Cincinnati. “Maybe
there’s one player or two players that
are burned out from the (Olympic)
experience. But other than that, for

the most part, everyone is pretty
adjusted by now”

The woman who defeated Pegula in
the Cincinnati final, No. 2 Aryna
Sabalenka, skipped the trip back to
France for the 2024 Games but said
she isn’t all that convinced that

be at their best on New York's hard courts

having - or not having - normal
preparation necessarily will dictate
results the next two weeks.

“Everyone who came here, they think
they are ready to win. I think it’s not
about who is ready. You can be ready
better’ than the rest of the group,” said

Sabalenka, a two-time champion at
the Australian Open and runner-up
to Gaulft at last year’s U.S. Open, “but
at the end of the day;, it’s all about how
hard are you ready to fight for it -
especially on those days when you

don't feel your best”
Another player not at the Olympics,
Frances Tiafoe, reached the

Cincinnati Open title match before
losing to No. 1 Jannik Sinner, whose
two positive steroids tests in March
came to light less than a week ago.
Tiafoe, a 26-year-old from Maryland,
finds the home crowds and high
attention of the U.S. Open bring out
his best, so he wanted to concentrate
on getting ready for the site of his first
Grand Slam semifinal in 2022.

“It's open for a lot of guys this year, for
sure. ... It's always different in a Slam.
The lights are a little brighter;” he
said. “We'll see what ends up
happening. Personally, I just like
where I'm at”

Then there are those such as
defending U.S. Open champion
Novak Djokovic, who won a gold
medal at the Paris Games but didn’t
play a single hard-court tuneup
event, or Carlos Alcaraz, the silver
medalist whose only recent match on
a hard court was a loss in Cincinnati.

Australia name fit again Darcie
Brown in T20 World Cup
squad, Jonassen misses out

PTI B SYDNEY

acer Darcie Brown, who
has recovered from her foot
injury, was on Monday named
in  Australia’s 15-member
squad for the T20 World Cup

even as the defending
champions left out
experienced  spinner Jess
Jonassen.

Brown, who pulled out of the
tour of Bangladesh in March
due to a foot injury, is now fully
fit and will be joined by fellow
pacer Tayla Vlaeminck.

“The pace duo of Tayla and
Darcie is one weve been
wanting to unleash for a while
and is a real point of difference
for us) selection chief Shawn
Flegler said.

The team, which will be vying
for a fourth consecutive T20
title, will be led by Alyssa Healy
while Tahlia McGrath will be
her deputy in the tournament
beginning in the UAE on
October 3.

“This is the first time in a long
time weve had our entire
contract list available for
selection ahead of a World Cup
and it’s resulted in a really
stable and balanced squad,
Flegler said.

“Its the first time Alyssa will
have the reins at a World Cup
and weve already seen what
her and Tahlia bring from a
leadership perspective, so it’s
exciting for them to have this
opportunity to lead their
country on the biggest stage,
Flegler added.

Left-arm  spinner  Sophie
Molineux and Grace Harris
have also recovered from their
injuries.

Molineux was forced to pull
out of The Hundred having
suffered an acute rib fracture
after being struck by a ball
while batting in the off season
while Harris also missed the
English franchise league due to
a calf injury.

However, left-arm spinner
Jonassen has been left out of
the squad again despite being
the joint highest wicket-taker
for Delhi Capitals in the
Women's Premier League and
the third-highest wicket-taker
in The Hundred earlier this
month. “Jess Jonassen is again
unlucky to miss out but weve
been impressed with the way
she’s bounced back and welll
continue to monitor her form
ahead of the home summer;
Flegler said.

Lydia Ko completes
Cinderella-like story
by winning British Open

AP B ST ANDREWS (SCOTLAND)

ydia Ko covered her face with

her hands and cried tears of
joy.
An Olympic gold medal. Entry
into the Hall of Fame. And now
another major championship
title - at the home of golf, no less.
Summers don't come much bet-
ter than that.
Ko completed what she
described as a “Cinderella-like
story” by breaking free from a
logjam of world-class talent to
win the Women’s British Open
by two strokes at St. Andrews on
Sunday, securing a third major
title - and a first in eight years.
Just two weeks ago, the 27-year-
old New Zealander took gold at
the Olympic Games in Paris.
“This is almost too good to be
true;,” Ko said.
She rolled in a left-to-right
birdie putt at the storied 18th
hole on the Old Course to shoot
3-under 69 - for 7 under over-
all - and then had to wait to fin-
ish ahead of top-ranked Nelly
Korda, defending champion
Lilia Vu and two-time champi-
on Jiyai Shin. That quartet of
past or present No. 1s shared the
lead at one point down the
stretch of an engrossing final
round played mostly in cold,
blustery and wet conditions
before ending in sunshine.
Ko was waiting on the practice
putting green not far from the
18th green, doing stretches while
wearing ear muffs, when Vu
lined up a 20-foot putt for birdie
that needed to go in to force a
playoff. It came up short, and Vu

ultimately made bogey to shoot
73 and drop to 5 under along-
side Korda (72), Shin (74) and
also Ruoning Yin (70) in a four-
way tie for second place. Ko
wept in the embrace of her cad-
die.

Ko qualified for the Hall of Fame
by winning the gold medal in
Paris on Aug. 10 and now has
what many believe to be the ulti-
mate prize in the sport - a
major championship title at the
home of golf.

Ko was asked what feels better:
an Olympic gold medal, her first
two majors, or winning a third
at St. Andrews.

“It’s kind of like saying, Do you
like your mother better or your
father better?” she said, eliciting
laughter from the crowd around
the 18th green. “They are all spe-
cial in their own way”

Her last major came at the
Chevron Championship in
2016. A year earlier, she won the
Evian Championship as an 18-
year-old prodigy.

Now, she’s like a veteran - and
still winning trophies.

Korda, seeking a second major
title of a dominant 2024 contain-
ing six victories for the
American, started the final
round two shots back from
Shin, the champion from 2008
and ‘12 and the overnight leader
on 7 under. By her 10th hole,
Korda was in the outright lead
after three birdies in a four-hole
stretch around the turn and
before long she was two strokes
clear as Shin and Vu toiled at the
start of the back nine in miser-
able weather.

Presidents Cup teams get six automatic

qualifiers with ha

AP W CASTLE ROCK (US)

Adam Scott is playing in the
Presidents Cup for the
11th straight time, the most of
any  player from  the
International team. That wasn’t
much of a surprise.

Neither were the six players for
the American team.

The BMW Championship was
the final tournament for six
automatic qualifiers for the
US. And International teams
who will compete Sept. 27-30

at Royal Montreal.

The leading six players
remained unchanged.

Scottie  Scheffler, Xander
Schauffele, Wyndham Clark,
Collin Morikawa, Patrick

Cantlay and newcomer Sahith
Theegala qualified for the
Americans. Sam Burns could
have grabbed the sixth spot
only if he had won. He finished
one shot behind Keegan
Bradley.

The six qualifiers for the
International ~team  were
Hideki Matsuyama, Tom Kim,
Sungjae Im, Jason Day, Scott
and Byeong Hun An.

Corey Conners of Canada had
a chance with a big finish at
Castle Pines, but he closed with
a 73 and tied for 22nd. The
International team is based on
the world ranking.

Jim Furyk and Mike Weir of
Canada will announce their six
captain’s picks after the Tour
Championship, and that’s
where the intrigue lies.

“I hope I didn't throw a huge
wrench in everybody’s plans,
Bradley said, whose victory
moved him to No. 10 in the
U.S. Standings.

Bradley, 38, already is the
youngest Ryder Cup captain
since Arnold Palmer (34) was a
playing captain in 1963. He
also has PGA Tour titles in
each of the last three years, and
his win at the BMW
Championship moved him to
No. 11 in the world ranking.
Burns moved to No. 7,
followed by Tony Finau,
Russell Henley, Bradley, Brian

Harman and Max Homa.
Henley has never played in the
Ryder Cup or Presidents Cup
team.

Harman and Homa have not
been in good form for most of
the summer. And then there is
Justin Thomas, who has played
for every U.S. Team since 2017.
He s at No. 19, following a year
in which he was the lowest-
ranked player in the Ryder Cup
standings when he was picked.
Thomas at least made it to the
Tour Championship - the 30th
and final spot - giving him a
week to perform.

“I feel like I played well in some
big tournaments this year. I
just did it earlier in the season,”
Thomas said. “I know I'm
playing well enough, but that’s

up to Jim and the rest of the
captains and the guys on the
team. My hope is that I get to
Atlanta and I prove that I
belong”

Weir would like to have
Canadians on his side for the
home crowd. None qualified.
Conners was at No. 7, followed

f teams still to be picked

by Cam Davis and Min Woo
Lee of Australia, Christiaan
Bezuidenhout, and three
Canadians - Taylor Pendrith,
Nick Taylor and Adam
Hadwin.

Pendrith played in the last
Presidents Cup. He held it
together on the back nine to
assure a spot at the Tour
Championship next week.

“I want to be at East Lake. I
want to be on the Presidents
Cup badly. But I've had a great
season, and if I didn’t play great
these last two weeks, I'd be OK
with it;” he said. “It would sting
a little bit for sure, but to come
out here and do it and perform
under the pressure, it feels
incredible. I can’t wait to keep
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redeemthe secured assets.

APPENDIX 1V [Rule 8(1)]

POSSESSION NOTICE

(For immovable property)

Whereas the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of the IDFC FIRST Bank Limited (erstwhile Capital FirstLimited and
amalgamated with IDFC Bank Limited) under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement
of Security Interest Act, 2002 and in exercise of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with rule 3 of the Security
Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a demand notice dated 01.06.2021 calling upon the borrower, co-borrowers
and guarantors 1. Gurdeep Singh, 2. Parbhjeet Kaur, 3. Pritam Singh, to repay the amount mentioned in the notice
being Rs.52,32,575.25/- (Rupees Fifty Two Lac Thirty Two Thousand Five Hundred Seventy Five and Twenty Five
Paise Only) as on 16.04.2021, within 60 days from the date of receipt of the said Demand notice.

The borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the borrower and the public in general that the
undersigned has taken Physical Possession of the property described herein below in exercise of powers conferred on
him under sub — section (4) of section 13 of Act read with rule 8 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on this

The borrowers in particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the
property will be subject to the charge of THE IDFC FIRST Bank Limited (erstwhile Capital first Limited and amalgamated with
IDFC Bank Limited) for an amount of aRs.52,32,575.25/- (Rupees Fifty Two Lac Thirty Two Thousand Five Hundred
Seventy Five and Twenty Five Paise Only) and interest thereon.
The borrower’s attention is invited to provisions of sub — Section (8) Of Section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to

Description of the Immovable properties.

All That Piece And Parcel Of Property Plot Comprised In Khewat No.1041, Salam Kitte 9 Rakba 54 Kanal 17 Marle Its
17/1097 Share LE. 17 Marle {Possession Delivered |.E. Killa No.173//17) Situated In Gharaunda Tehsil And District
Karnal Measuring 17 Marla// 513.33 Sq.Yards Approximately, And Bounded As Under:
West: House Of Sh. Amar Singh (42-00"), North: Street (110-00”), South: House Of Sh. Surjeet Singh (110°-00")

East: Street (42’-00")

Date: 22-08-2024
Place: KARNAL
Loan Account No: 14962575

(erstwhile Capital First Limited and amalgamated withIDFC Bank Limited)

Authorised Officer
IDFC FIRST Bank Limited

Tank India judge.

insightiul discussion,

Janmashtami.

Romeo Lane Opens in Zirakpur
Zirakpur: Tricity's largest Cockiail Garden,
Firakpur opened here, ushering in a new experience of culinary
excellence and mightlife for the region.
distinctive ‘AM to PM’ experience and sunset views, Romeo
Lane is set to transform entertainment and dining for residents
of Zirakpur and its surrounding areas with an expansive terrage
cafe. Already a name in cities like Goa, Delhi, and Gurgaon,
Romeo Lane now operates in 16 citics and 15 poised for
ambitious growth, with plans o0 open 30 more branches
notionally and intemationally, including in Dubai. Saurabh
Luthra, Chairman of Romeo Lane, said: “Zirakpur is a city on
the rise, with a growing population that is eager for new
experiences and upscale dining options.

HEC concludes with session featuring Shark
Tank India Judge, Aman Gupta

Chandigarh: Higher Education Conclave 2024 (HEC)
arganised by Silver Fern Education has come 1o an end here
which featured nearly 60 global universitics and colleges. The
highlight of HEC was a session featuring Aman Gupla, CMO
and Co-Founder of boAt who shot into prominence as a Shark
Almaste Kapoor, Founder and Daman
Mukral, Business Partner at Silver Fern engaged Gupta in an

Celebration of Janmashtami by Hitarth and
Dwija Self Help Group In Organizing Kanha
Festival
Shimla: This vear, Hitarth and Dwija Self Help Group , New
Shimla organized Kanha Utsav on Sunday on the oceasion of

Community Hall ,
Councillor Mrs. Asha Sharma was present as the chief guest in this
programme organised in 2014, Mrs. Asha Sharma's Benefit and
Dwija Self Help Group Secretary of the organisation, Mrs. Kirti
Gioyal , member Mrs, Lipika Thakur and others weleomed him by
presenting a bouquet of flowers.

Eomeo Lane

Known for is

Secctor - 2, Mew Shimla




