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THE UNYIELDING SPIRIT
OF MILITARY FAMILIES

People participate in a rally against Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina and her Government demanding justice for the victims killed
in the recent countrywide deadly clashes, in Dhaka, Bangladesh, on Sunday

AP/PTI

PTI B DHAKA

At least 91 people,
including 14 policemen,
were killed and hundreds
injured on Sunday in fierce
clashes between protesters
demanding Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina’s resignation
and the ruling party
supporters in different parts
of Bangladesh on the first day

of the non-cooperation
movement over a
Government jobs quota
system.

The clashes broke out this
morning when protesters
attending the non-

cooperation programme
under the banner of the
Students Against

Discrimination with the one-
point demand of the
Governments  resignation
faced opposition from the
supporters of the Awami
League, Chhatra League, and
Jubo League activists.

So far, 91 people have been
killed in day-long clashes
across the country, the
leading  Bengali-language
daily Prothom Alo reported.
According to the police
headquarters, 14 policemen
have been killed across the
country. Of them, 13 were

killed in Sirajganj’s Enayetpur
police station. One person
was killed in Comilla’s
Elliotganj, the paper said.

As violence escalated, the
Home Ministry imposed an
indefinite countrywide
curfew from 6 pm on Sunday.
A Government agency has
ordered the shutdown of
Meta platforms Facebook,
Messenger, WhatsApp and

Instagram.  The mobile
operators were ordered to
shut down 4G mobile

internet, the paper added.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Hasina said those engaging in
“sabotage” across the country
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in the name of protest are not
students but terrorists and
asked people to suppress
them with a firm hand.

“I appeal to the countrymen
to suppress these terrorists
with a firm hand,” she said.
Hasina called a meeting of the

National ~Committee on
Security Affairs at
Ganabhaban, the paper

reported citing sources from
the Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO). The meeting was
attended by the chiefs of the
Army, Navy, Air Force, police,
RAB, BGB, and other top
security officers. The meeting
came as renewed violence
spread to several parts of the

country.
The  Government  has
announced a  three-day

general holiday on Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday to
ensure public safety amid the
ongoing violent protests
across the country.

Giving details, the paper said
at least five people were killed
in Feni, 22 including 13
policemen in Sirajganj, four
in Kishoreganj, four in
Dhaka, four in Bogura, three
in Munshiganj, four in
Magura, three in Bhola, four
in Rangpur, three in Pabna,
four in Sylhet, three in
Cumilla, one in Joypurhat,
one in Habiganj and one in
Barisal.

Six Awami League leaders
and activists were beaten to
death and several others
injured in a clash between the
ruling party supporters and
protesters in Narsingdi, the
paper reported.

Assam to bring law soon for
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Team Hockey keeps India’s Olympics Gold dream alive

PTI B NEW DELHI

f Tokyo 2020 was

resurrection, Paris 2024 is
turning  out to  be
reaffirmation that the Indian
hockey team is well and
truly on its way to becoming
a global giant again.
Down to 10 men for close to
40 minutes in a 60-minute
game, Harmanpreet Singh’s
men didn’t just hold off
Britain 1-1 in regulation
time, they outplayed the old
foes 4-2 in the ensuing
shootout to enter the
Olympic semifinals for a
second successive edition.
The win was special in more
ways than one because an
average hockey fan in India
is not used to seeing the
team show such tenacity in a
high-pressure situation.
The bronze that these men
pulled off in Tokyo was a
first in 41 years. It was an
emotional revival for a sport,
whose glorious past of eight
Olympic gold medals, the
last of which came in 1980,
had become a source of
nostalgia and grief in equal
measure.
The win in Paris is a
reassurance that the side is
on the right track.
Little wonder then that the
hockey fraternity as well as
the average man on the
street was left in awe of
mental toughness and unity
that India showed on
Sunday.
“Words cannot express the
sort of tenacity, fighting
spirit and unity these players
have displayed today. Every

India’s captain Harmanpreet Singh (C) celebrates a goal with others during the Hockey
Men's Quarterfinal match between India and Great Britain at the 2024 Summer Olympics,
at Yves-du-Manoir Stadium, in Colombes, France, on Sunday PTI

player was backing each
other after they were one
player down,” Ajit Pal Singh,
captain of the 1975 World
Cup-winning team told PTT.
“The way they defended was
world-class and Sreejesh was
simply at different level. In
all the matches from pool
stages they only got better
and the nation is expecting
another medal from the
team.

“The performance so far in

Paris is a testament to the
fact that we can now beat
any side in the world and it
all started from Tokyo,” he
added.

Great Britain dominated
possession and played with
man-to-man marking, not
allowing India to attack
much. In the absence of
Rohidas, Manpreet Singh,
who plays in mid-field, was
asked to man the defence.
Reduced to 10 men on the

pitch, India could not play
scoop balls, a strategy that
worked for the side in
previous matches, but it
managed to escape without
getting hurt.

It all boiled down to how
Sreejesh would perform and
the veteran goalkeeper did
not disappoint, blocking the
third and fourth attempts by
Connor Williamson and
Phillip Ropper after the
score was tied 2-2 in the
shootout.

James Albrey and Zach
Wallace had scored earlier
for Great Britain while
skipper Harmanpreet Singh,
Sukhjeet  Singh,  Lalit
Upadhyay and Rajkumar Pal
sounded the board for India.
“We had no option but to
keep the score tied till the
end. We focussed on
defence, we played to a
structure and today
communication between the
players was pretty good. It
was a team  effort)
Harmanpreet said.

The skipper said they had to
forget the red card and move
forward.

“We could not change what
had happened. It was a team
effort, it was our best
defence, playing with 10
men, that was a hard part”
“At this stage, we can’t afford
to be nervous, no matter
who we play or we play extra
man or not. That mind-set
will remain in the next
match”

Harmanpreet acknowledged
Sreejesh’s role in the win but
insisted that it was not a one-
man show.

Wall collapse k|IIs 9 kids making Shivlings in MP

Officials and others during a search and rescue operation
following a recent cloudburst, in Shimla, on Sunday PTI

Death toll
rises to 11
in Himachal
cloudbursts

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M SHIMLA

ith the recovery of two more bodies
from Mandi district, the death toll
due to flash floods triggered by
cloudbursts in three districts of Himachal
Pradesh has increased to 11.
Over 40 people are still missing after a

series of cloudbursts occurred in Kullu’s

life term in ‘love jihad" cases

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE B
GUWAHATI/NEW DELHI

ssam  Chief Minister

Himanta Biswa Sarma
said on Sunday that his
Government will bring a new
law that would criminalise
“love jihad”. The proposed law
will have provision for life
imprisonment if found guilty.
Sarma’s statement comes days
after the Uttar Pradesh
Assembly passed the UP
Prohibition of Unlawful
Conversion of  Religion
(Amendment) Bill, 2024,
providing for a maximum
punishment of life
imprisonment to the
offenders convicted under
certain circumstances.
Speaking at the State BJP
executive meet held at the
Assam’s capital, Sarma said,
“We spoke about ‘love jihad’
during the elections. Soon, we
will bring a law, which will
award life imprisonment in
such cases” However, he did
not talk about any deadline
regarding the proposed law.
Sarma  also  said  the
Government will also bring in
new domicile policy, allowing
only those born in the State to
be entitled for Government

-
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jobs, he said. The Assam
Chief Minister maintained
that indigenous people have
received priority in the “one
lakh  Government jobs”
provided as per a pre-poll
promise, which will be
evident when the complete
list is published.

The Chief Minister said the
Assam Government has also
taken a decision regarding the
sale of land between Hindus
and Muslims.

Earlier this week, Sarma had
said the Government will end
the VIP culture, and from
now on, only vegetarian and
satvik food will be served in
every Government
programme. Sarma also said
the State Government will
launch a pilot project to
simultaneously issue Aadhaar
cards and birth certificates to
newborns in 13 medical
colleges.

PTI W SAGAR

Some 15 children happily
engrossed in making ‘parthiv
shivling’ (creating shivlings out of
clay) in Shahpur in Madhya
Pradesh’s Sagar district on a wet
Sunday had no inkling that a
cruel twist of fate would snatch
nine of their friends forever.

Nine children in the 10-15 age
group were killed and two injured
after a wall of a dilapidated house
near a temple collapsed between
8:30am and 9am, wiping out the
happiness residents of Shahpur
town were deriving from the
three-day  ‘parthiv  shivling
nirmaan’ programme, a staple of
the month of ‘Saavan, underway
at Hardoi Temple.

“I was returning after offering

Rescue work underway after a wall collapsed at Shahpur V|||age in Sagar d|str|ct on Sunday PTI

water to the shivling when a wall
collapsed, trapping several
children who were making clay
shivlings under a tent. I was
stunned and could not fathom

what was happening. The urn in
which T had taken water for the
offering fell from my hand. I
shouted and people for all around
rushed to help” said an

eyew1tness, who was one of the
organisers of the religious event.
A video of his narration of the
incident to local police at the site,
in which he can be heard saying
the programme was on for the
past three days, went viral on
social media soon after.

“The wall collapse took place in a
dilapidated house belonging to
one Patel. We did not know how
precarious its condition was or
else we would never have erected
a tent using it as support.
Constant rains further weakened
the structure,” he said.

At the local primary health
centre, a tearful parent said there
was no one to bandage the wound
on her niece’s hand, adding that
the facility was a neglected one.

IMD issues red alert for Rajasthan,
MP, Gujarat, Goa, Maharashtra

ARCHANA JYOTI B NEW DELHI

India

fter Himachal Pradesh,

Uttarakhand, and Kerala
where rains have caused havoc
in the past few days, now it’s the
turn of the western Madhya
Pradesh, eastern Rajasthan,
Gujarat, the Konkan region,
Goa, and central Maharashtra to

Meteorological
Department on Sunday issued a
red alert for these States.

The most severe category, a red
alert, indicates extremely heavy
rainfall exceeding 204.5 mm
within 24 hours. This poses a
significant threat to life and
property. Widespread flooding,
disruption of essential services,

likely. In the coming days, heavy
rainfall is also expected in
Kerala, Coastal Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu  while in
Maharashtra, a red alert has
been issued in Palghar, Pune,
and Satara, while an orange alert
for very heavy rains has been
issued in Mumbai, Thane,
Raigad, Ratnagiri, Nasik.

brace for heavy rainfall. The

and evacuation orders become

Nirmand, Sainj and Malana, Mandi’s
Padhar and Shimla’s Rampur subdivision
on the night of July 31 and wreaked havoc.
The bodies of Sonam (23) and three-
month-old Manvi were recovered from
Rajbhan village in Padhar area of Mandi
district, officials said.

The rescue operations are still underway
and sniffer dogs, drones and other
equipment are also being used to locate
the missing people.

According to officials, 410 rescuers from
teams of the Army, NDRE, SDREF, ITBP,
CISE Himachal Pradesh Police and home
guards are involved in the hunt.

Over 30 people are missing in Samej
village in Gram panchayat Sarpara in
Rampur subdivision.

More machines have been deployed and
the rescue operations are going in full
swing. As the flow of water has reduced,
now machines have reached the spot
where the missing persons could be
possibly found, Up-pradhan Sarpara C L
Negi said.

The State Government on Friday
announced an immediate relief of 350,000
for the victims and said they would be
given 5,000 monthly for rent for the next
three months along with gas, food and
other essential items.

The State has suffered a loss of ¥662 crore
since the onset of monsoon on June 27 till
August 3.

P L T

Bulldozers erase Khyher Pass residents’

SAUMYA SHUKLA m NEW DELHI

demolition drive in Khyber

Pass, located in the Civil
Lines area, carried out by the
Land and Development Office
on Sunday, left a trail of
devastation that extended far
beyond the physical destruction
of houses and shops. It
obliterated  the cherished
memories of residents who had
called this place home for
generations.
The morning calm was
shattered as locals woke to the
alarming sight of bulldozers
lined up in their
neighbourhood, poised to
demolish their homes. These
structures held not just their
belongings but the essence of
their lives, their memories
intricately woven into the very
walls that now lay in ruins.
Among the many hit was
Bhupinder Singh Bhatia, a
small shop owner whose
livelihood and legacy were

reduced to rubble. He stood
amid the debris, gazing at the
remnants of his life with
despair. His small shop, a
cornerstone of his existence,
was now nothing more than a
pile of broken bricks and
shattered dreams.

“I have been living here for 70
years. I built this house and
shop with my hard-earned
money and today, it is gut-
wrenching to see the house
being demolished,” Bhatia said.
A large-scale demolition drive
at Khyber Pass was also carried
out last month which led to
over 250 houses being razed
and hundreds of residents being
displaced.

Shahana Begum, 55, said she
has been living in the area for
decades but a demolition drive
last month razed all her
memories.

“Last month, they demolished
my house in the Civil Lines area
and today, they demolished my
daughter’s house,” she said,

s —

A police personnel during a demolition drive at Knyber Pass area, in New Delhi, on

Sunday

Ranjan Dimri/Pioneer

homes, memories

He said, “This is my only shop,
Gupta Store, which will be
demolished on August 13. T am
very worried as to how I will
earn and support my family”
The demolition scare has made
Gupta move to Burari area for
the time being.

“The rent there is so high that
all my savings are spent paying
it. For how long can I sustain? I
have to pay the fees for
children’s studies too” he rued.
At the site, the air was dense
with  dust as machinery
demolished buildings. Several
residents were seen sitting
among the rubble that was once
their home.

Many of the children who have
moved from the area are now

expressing her grief over the
drive that has left her with
nothing.

While some of the houses and
shops were demolished on
Sunday, the residents of the area
said many of them have

received notices about
demolition to be carried out in
the coming days. A father of
two children, Mohit Gupta is
worried about his children
future. They are studying in a
nearby school in the area.

returning worried for their
parent’s security.

Nisha, who returned from
Dubai on Saturday night after
learning about the demolition
of her parents’ house, was
worried about her elderly
parents. “Where will I take my

family now? My father is not
keeping well. They razed my
house in no time and many
useful things have been
destroyed,” she said.

Nishant, 40, was in despair
seeing his house being razed.
He said while he had built a
proper house with all the
papers, no one came to their
rescue. “We had all the papers
for the house but now all my
belongings have gone. No one
came to help us. What do I do
now? This was my home for all
my life and now I am left with
nothing,” he said.

A petition in this regard was
filed in the High Court in 2010
and the court had directed that
“no coercive steps be taken”
against the petitioners.
However, the petitioners filed
an application in the matter for
clarification, after authorities
passed an order earlier this year
threatening removal of alleged
unauthorised occupation and
construction from the area.
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INDIA bloc should prepare to sit
in opposition in 2029 too: Shah

Union Home Minister
inaugurates 24x7 water
supply project in
Chandigarh

PNS B CHANDIGARH

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah took a sharp jab at
the opposition on Sunday,
declaring that the INDIA bloc
should brace itself for another
term in the opposition bench-
es come 2029. “T assure you that
let the Opposition do whatev-
er it wants to do, in 2029 NDA
will come, Modi ji will come,”
said Shah, who was in
Chandigarh on Sunday.

“They (Opposition) do not
know that the BJP has won
more seats in this election than
the number of seats the
Congress got in three elections.
These people who want to
spread instability, repeatedly
say that this government is not
going to last. I have come to
assure them that not only will
the government complete its
term but the next government
will be of the NDA, and be
ready to sit in the Opposition,”
said Shah.

Shah, the Union Home
Minister and Minister of
Cooperation, was in the city to
inaugurate the 24x7 water sup-
ply project under the Smart
City Mission in Manimajra,
aimed at switching from inter-
mittent supply to round-the-
clock continuous full pressure
water supply system. Punjab
Governor and UT Chandigarh
Administrator Gulab Chand
Kataria, Rajya Sabha MP
Satnam Singh Sandhu, and
other senior UT officers were
also present.

In addition, Shah also
launched newly-developed
national apps — e-Sakshya,
Nyay Setu, Nyay Shruti, and e-
Summon — marking a signif-
icant step in enhancing digital
governance and justice acces-

sibility.

Earlier, the Home Minister
reached the Chandigarh air-
port, where he was received by
Punjab Governor Kataria, and
then headed directly to
Manimajra to launch the pro-
ject constructed at the cost of
Rs 75 crore to benefit over one
lakh residents in Manimajra,
including those living in
Modern Housing Complex,
Shivalik Enclave, Indira Colony
and Shastri Nagar.

Addressing the gathering at
the inauguration ceremony,
the Home Minister praised
Chandigarh for maintaining
its original planned city form
and acknowledged the persis-
tent water supply challenges
faced by the residents. He high-
lighted that the 24x7 water sup-
ply project will greatly benefit
Manimajra area by ensuring
continuous water availability
with full pressure, even up to
the fourth floor. “This project
has marked a significant mile-
stone in Chandigarh’s journey
towards sustainable water man-
agement and efficient service
delivery to its residents,” the
Union Minister added.

Shah further said that the
project’s primary objectives are
to switch from intermittent to
continuous pressurized water
supply, ensuring better water
quality, reliability, and effective

V.

supply-demand management.
This initiative aligned with the
service level benchmarks set by
the Union Ministry of Urban
Development including 100
per cent water supply coverage,
assured per capita supply of 155
LPCD, 100 percent metering,
and maintaining Non-Revenue
Water (NRW) levels between
15-20 per cent.

Governor Kataria, in his
address, said that residents of
Manimajra will highly benefit
from this project as the con-
tinuous supply system would
provide better water quality
and households will get better
pressure of water sufficient to
fill tanks up to fourth storey,
thus lowering the pumping
costs. He said that public par-
ticipation is must in under-
standing the issues, recogniz-
ing the areas requiring
improvement and evolving
strategies for future planning.

Be More Aware of 3 New
Criminal Laws; Stay Away
From Rumours: Shah to
People

Chandigarh: Reviewing
the implementation of three
new criminal laws at UT
Secretariat in Chandigarh, the
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Sunday urged the cit-
izens to become more aware of

the new criminal laws, avoid
rumours, and contribute pos-
itively towards their imple-
mentation.

Also launching four newly-
developed national apps — e-
Sakshya, Nyay Setu, Nyay
Shruti, and e-Summon, devel-
oped by NIC in collaboration
with Chandigarh Police and
NCRB under the directions of
the Union Ministry of Home
Affairs, aimed at streamlining
the Criminal Justice System,
acting as catalysts for efficien-
cy and transparency.

Shah was given a live
demonstration of the various
pillars of Interoperable
Criminal Justice System (ICJS)
functioning under the new
criminal laws and their inte-
gration. He congratulated the
Chandigarh Administration
and Chandigarh Police for the
live demonstration of these
laws.

He highlighted that the
Constitution is the spirit of
India, and the new criminal
laws will strengthen this spir-
it. “The previous laws, enacted
in 1860 by a foreign parliament,
are no longer relevant for India
in 2024. The new laws, based
on modern technology and
purely indigenous, represent
one of the biggest reforms in
India over the next decade,” he
said, emphasizing that these
laws are justice-oriented rather
than punishment-oriented and
will position India as the
world’s most technologically
advanced justice system.

Shah announced that
Chandigarh will be the first
administrative unit in the
country where 100 per cent
implementation of all three
laws will be completed first,
within the next two months.
“For the first time, with the
implementation of these new
laws, it will not be easy for
criminals to commit crimes in
India and take refuge abroad,”
he said.

SAD Reconstitutes 23-member Core
Committee after expelling rebels

PNS B CHANDIGARH

In a decisive move to restore
internal harmony and revi-
talize its leadership structure,
the Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
president Sukhbir Singh Badal
on Sunday unveiled a newly-
constituted core committee.
The strategic overhaul came in
response to recent upheavals
within the party, which saw the
previous core committee dis-
solved due to significant inter-
nal dissent.

The new committee, which
boasts 23 members and four
ex-officio members, repre-
sented a concerted effort to
realign the party’s leadership
and reinforce its organization-
al effectiveness.

The reconstitution,
announced by senior party
leader Daljit Singh Cheema, is
a direct result of a resolution
passed by the party’s Working
Committee. The resolution
empowered Sukhbir Badal with
the crucial task of restructuring
the core committee to address
the party’s recent challenges.

The new core committee
features an array of prominent

figures, starting with SGPC
president Harjinder Singh
Dhami. Dhami’s inclusion
underscored the party’s empha-
sis on integrating influential
Sikh leaders into its strategic
framework.

Other key members
include former MP Balwinder
Singh Bhundar - known for his
grassroots mobilization; for-
mer MP Naresh Gujral - a vet-
eran politician with a long
track record; former Minister
Gulzar Singh Ranike - whose
expertise in party affairs is
well-regarded.

The committee also
includes Maheshinder Singh
Grewal, whose leadership in
rural areas has been pivotal,
and Daljit Singh Cheema, a
seasoned party strategist.

The core committee’s new
composition reflected a careful
balance of veteran leadership
and emerging voices. Members
like Paramjit Singh Sarna and
Manjit Singh GK, who had led
the Delhi Sikh Gurdwara
Management Committee
(DSGMC) in the past, bring
new energy and perspectives to
the table, while seasoned fig-
ures such as Bikram Singh

Majithia, Anil Joshi, Igbal
Singh Jhunda and Virsa Singh
Valtoha offer continuity and
experience.

The inclusion of leaders
like Gurbachan Singh Babehali,
Dr Sukhwinder Sukhi, Hira
Singh Gabria, Sharanjit Singh
Dhillon, Sohan Singh Thandal,
Lakhbir Singh Lodhinangal,
NK Sharma, Mantar Singh
Brar, Harmeet Singh Sandhu
and Baldev Singh Khehra high-
lighted the party's efforts to
ensure broad representation
across different regions and
constituencies.

Additionally, four special
invitees have been appointed to
the committee — including the
Leader of the Party in the
Parliament, who will bring a
national perspective to the
committee's discussions, and
the Youth Akali Dal president,
representing the party's
younger generation.

Istri Akali Dal president
and the SAD’s Legal Wing head
have also been included to
ensure diverse viewpoints and
comprehensive representation
within the core committee.

This strategic realignment
followed the abrupt dissolution

of the previous core committee
just 12 days ago. The dissolu-
tion came after internal strife
within the party, which culmi-
nated in the expulsion of eight
dissenting leaders, along with
the party’s patron Sukhdev
Singh Dhindsa. The internal
conflict had raised questions
about the party’s cohesion and
strategic direction, prompting
the need for a significant
restructuring.

The decision to dissolve the
former committee and recon-
stitute a new one was initially
communicated through a brief
social media post. This was fol-
lowed by Sukhbir Badal’s visit
to Sri Akal Takht Sahib, where
he sought to address the party’s
internal issues and reaffirm its
commitment to its core values.

The new core committee is
expected to play a pivotal role
in guiding SAD through its
current phase of transforma-
tion. By integrating experi-
enced leaders with emerging
voices, the party aims to
strengthen its organizational
framework and enhance its
effectiveness in addressing both
internal and external chal-
lenges.

Haryana CM Inaugurates Raahgiri Program with Bicycle Ride

Panchkula: Haryana Chief
Minister Nayab Singh Saini on
Sunday inaugurated the Raahgiri
program in Panchkula by cycling
in a rally organized by District
Sports Department. Saini,
addressing a large gathering of
children, youth, sportspersons,
and dignitaries, praised the pro-
gram for promoting love, broth-
erhood, and a platform for show-
casing talent. Saini highlighted
the program's benefits for phys-
ical health and overall rejuvena-
tion, noting its role in accelerat-
ing development. He com-
mended the initiative as com-
mendable, emphasizing the sig-
nificant participation of various
community members and how it
fosters camaraderie and a healthy
lifestyle. Raahgiri programs, orga-
nized across districts on Sundays,

attract enthusiastic participation
from all societal segments. The
Chief Minister also praised
women self-help groups for
showcasing their products at
stalls during the event, finding it
inspiring.

The Chief Minister lauded
the theme of the Raahgiri pro-
gram, ‘Ek Ped Maa Ke Naamy, ini-
tiated by Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on World
Environment Day. He noted that
the Haryana Government has
planted 50 lakh saplings as part
of this campaign, with a target of
planting 1.50 crore saplings dur-
ing the rainy season. Saini urged
everyone, especially children, to
plant at least one sapling on birth-
days, festive occasions, and birth
anniversaries of great personal-

ities, emphasizing the importance
of maintaining these saplings.

Saini also highlighted the
role of Van Mitras in the state,
who are incentivized to plant and
protect saplings. The initiative
safeguards saplings planted by
NGOs, religious and social orga-
nizations, and individuals, con-
tributing to environmental con-
servation.

Major Administrative Reshuffle in Punjab:
9 Senior IAS Officers Transferred

PNS B CHANDIGARH

In a major administrative over-
haul, the Punjab Government
on Sunday issued transfer orders
for nine senior Indian

Punjab VB arrests two more accused in nursmg admission and exam scandal

PNS B CHANDIGARH

unjab Vigilance Bureau has

made two more arrests of
persons implicated in a major
irregularity scandal involving
admissions and examinations.
Aruna Chhabra, the former
principal of KD College of
Nursing in  Mahilpur,
Hoshiarpur district; and Dr
Kuldeep Singh Mehrok, owner
of Mehrok College of Nursing
and Medical Sciences in Taipur,
Patiala district were taken into
custody this week.

Chhabra was arrested at
her residence in Khudda Jassu,
Chandigarh; while Mehrok was
apprehended at his private hos-
pital, Tricity Clinic and
Hospital, located in Dera Bassi,
Mohali district.

The arrests follow earlier
detentions of Charanjit Kaur
Cheema, the former registrar of
the  Punjab  Nursing
Registration Council (PNRC)
and retired principal of Nursing
Training School in Gurdaspur,

and Dr Arvinderveer Singh
Gill, a resident of Basant Vihar,
Hoshiarpur. This crackdown is
part of an extensive investiga-
tion into allegations of cor-
ruption and manipulation
within the nursing education
system in Punjab.

According to the Vigilance
Bureau, the probe began with
a complaint about irregularities
in admissions, examinations,
and results across several pri-
vate nursing colleges. The
investigation revealed a pattern
of fraudulent activities involv-
ing the PNRC and various col-
lege managements. The
accused were found to have
colluded to create false records
and tamper with official doc-
uments, facilitating examina-
tions for students who had not
met the necessary admission
and fee requirements.

A detailed examination
uncovered that KD College of
Nursing in Mahilpur engaged
in deceptive practices by issu-
ing admission forms and
receipts before the college was
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officially recognized by the

Indian Nursing Council (INC)
and the PNRC. Despite the col-
lege receiving official recogni-
tion from the INC on
September 25, 2019, and from
PNRC on November 29, 2012,
the records showed that admis-
sion forms and receipt numbers
had been issued much earlier.

Specifically, forms for five
students were fraudulently
recorded as coming from
Princeton Institute of Nursing,
Gurdaspur, with these forms
being dated October 2012, pre-
dating the college's official
recognition.

Further investigation
revealed discrepancies involv-

ing GRD International
Institute of Nursing, Tanda
Urmur, Hoshiarpur. An admis-
sion list for 27 students from
this Institute was posted on the
PNRC website, but a revised
list showed two students listed
as admitted through KD
College of Nursing. These
irregularities were traced back
to the PNRC's examination
branch, where manipulation of
admission lists and results was
conducted.

Dr Kuldeep Singh Mehrok
and Dr Arvinderveer Singh Gill
were specifically involved in
providing false information for
KD College of Nursing’s ANM
course. The course fees were set
at Rs 40,000 per student, but
the required documentation
and fees were not properly
processed. Aruna Chhabra, as
the former principal, verified
these admissions, but the
PNRC failed to upload the
student details online, issuing
roll numbers without collecting
the requisite examination fees.

Results for 20 students

were then prepared, with some
student details omitted, and
were approved without prop-
er procedural checks.

The investigation also
revealed that Charanjit Kaur
Cheema, the former PNRC
registrar, colluded with Dr
Arvinderveer Singh Gill to
finalize results for the affected
students. This involved obtain-
ing affidavits and re-verifying
documents through Chhabra,
despite the results being signed
off by a data entry operator
instead of the required exam-
ination branch officials.

Vigilance Bureau has con-
firmed that the allegations were
accurate, leading to the regis-
tration of case on August 2,
2024. The charges include var-
ious sections of the Indian
Penal Code (IPC) and the
Prevention of Corruption Act.
The arrested individuals are
expected to be produced in
court tomorrow, with the inves-
tigation ongoing to uncover
further details and additional
suspects.

Administrative Service (IAS)
officers, signaling a strategic
shift aimed at enhancing gov-
ernance and efficiency across
various departments. The
reshuffle, which came close on
the heels of the recent changes
within the state’s police force,
underscored the government's
commitment to revitalizing its
administrative apparatus.

Senior IAS officer Alok
Shekhar has been appointed as
the Additional Chief Secretary
(ACS) for Jails. Shekhar, known
for his adept management
skills, will now oversee the
state’s prison system, focusing
on improving conditions and
administrative functions with-
in the correctional facilities.

Tejveer Singh, previously
engaged in various high-pro-
file administrative roles, has
been designated as the ACS
for Local Government. Singh’s
new role will involve oversee-
ing municipal affairs and
ensuring efficient delivery of
local governance services, and
his appointment is anticipat-
ed to enhance the efficacy of
local administrative struc-
tures and address pressing
urban issues.

Ajoy Sharma has been
transferred to the position of
Principal Secretary for Tourism
and Cultural Affairs. Sharma’s
experience in handling com-
plex portfolios will be instru-

mental in promoting Punjab’s
rich heritage and boosting
tourism, which is vital for the
state’s economy.

Rahul Tiwari, who has
served as the Administrative
Secretary for Science,
Technology, and Environment,
will now also oversee Housing
and Urban Development and
Power. This additional respon-
sibility reflected the govern-
ment’s trust in Tiwari’s capa-
bility to manage critical sectors
that are pivotal for urban
infrastructure and energy
management.

Among others, Kumar
Rahul has been appointed as
the Administrative Secretary
for Health and Family Welfare;
Gurpreet Kaur Sapra has been
assigned the role of Secretary
for Personnel, with additional
responsibilities in General
Administration and Vigilance;
Dilraj Singh is the new
Administrative Secretary for
Rural Development and
Panchayats; and Pardeep
Kumar has been appointed as
the Commissioner of Jalandhar
Division.

The reshuffle followed a
major administrative reshuffle
on August 2 which saw the
transfer of 24 Indian Police
Service (IPS) officers and four
Punjab Police Service (PPS)
officers, including SSPs of over
a dozen districts.

Kejriwal has done politics of work, not of name
and fame: Mann appeals Haryana to support AAP

PNS B PEHOWA/KURUKSHETRA

Appealing the people of
Pehowa and other parts of
Haryana to support Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) in the
upcoming Vidhan Sabha elec-
tions, senior AAP leader and
Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on Sunday
said that his Delhi counterpart
and party supremo Arvind
Kejriwal, who is Haryana’s son,
has done politics of work, and
not of name and fame.
Mann, addressing the
gathering at a programme in
Pehowa, said that AAP will
work to provide all the basic
facilities to the people of
Haryana. “Pehowa is with
Punjab, we drink the same
water. We share our sorrows
and happiness. If the intentions
of the leaders are clear then a
lot can happen. You can ask
your friends from Punjab, I am
standing in front of you after
giving 43,000 permanent jobs
in Punjab. Jobs have been given

transparently to the people of
the State. Even three jobs have
also been given to the people of
one house,” he said.

He alleged that then
Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar used to
tell the youth to go to Israel,
Ukraine, and join the army
there. “The people of Haryana
have given a chance to form the
government to all the parties.
Congress was given a chance
here to rule many times. BJP
was given a chance twice and

INLD was given a chance here.
But nothing has improved,” he
said, while asking the people to
give AAP a chance.

“People have AAP a chance
in Punjab in 2022 and won 92
out of 117 seats. Half of the
other parties are in jail and half
are preparing to go. I am tak-
ing the account of those who
looted people's money and
squeezed their blood,” said
Mann.

He added that 90 percent
of the houses in Punjab have

zero electricity bills. “Electricity
is available free in Delhi also.
847 Aam Aadmi clinics have
been built in Punjab. 1.70 core
people have been cured by
taking medicines. Every second
person in Punjab has got free
medicines and tests done,” he
said, while alleging that the
Modi Government has been
looting the people for the last
10 years.

“At the time of elections,
they mislead people by making
the cylinder cheaper by Rs
100. Choose AAP for electric-
ity, water, mohalla clinic, health
and employment,” he said.

Mann asked for how many
days will Arvind Kejriwal be
kept inside in a false case.
“Satendra Jain built hospitals
and he was put in jail. Manish
Sisodia built schools, they put
him in jail. Kejriwal wants to
build the country, they put him
in jail. I want to tell them that
we are the heirs of Shaheed
Bhagat Singh, Kartar Singh
Sarabha, Shaheed Udham
Singh, Guru Arjan Dev;” he
said.

All crops in Hry to be

PNS B KURUKSHETRA/
CHANDIGARH

Haryana Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini on
Sunday announced that all
crops in the state will be pro-
cured at the minimum support
price (MSP). “Currently, the
State Government procures 14
crops at MSP, and now all
other crops in Haryana will
also be procured at the MSP
he said while addressing a
gathering at Thanesar in
Kurukshetra.

In addition, he announced
a significant relief for farmers
by waiving off the outstanding
amount of Rs 133,55,48,000
from the previous Abiana. At
the same time, Abiana has
been discontinued for the
future. The decision will pro-
vide approximately Rs 54 crore
in relief to farmers annually.

The Chief Minister also
announced that the pending
amount of Rs 137 crore for
compensation for crop damage
caused by disasters before 2023
in the districts of Rohtak, Nuh,
Fatehabad, and Sirsa will be
disbursed to concerned farm-

ers by Deputy Commissioners
within a week.

Furthermore, the Chief
Minister stated that farmers
will now be permitted to pur-
chase a three-star motor from
any company in the country for
new tubewell connections.
Presently, only 10 companies
with three-star motors are
empanelled in the state.
Henceforth, all companies
manufacturing three-star
motors in the country will be
included on the Haryana panel,
allowing farmers to choose
from any company according
to their convenience. This
change will greatly benefit
farmers applying for new tube-
well connections until 31
December, 2023. Additionally,
if an electricity transformer is
damaged, its replacement will
be covered by the electricity
corporations at no cost to the
farmer.

1.41L Youths Given Govt
Jobs; To Recruit for 40k
More Posts

The Chief Minister said
that the present State
Government has written a new
chapter of development over

procured at MSP: CM

the past 10 years. “We have
transformed the system and
provided jobs to 1.41 lakh
youth based on merit and
transparency, without kharchi-
parchi. Additionally, a decision
has been made to recruit for
40,000 more posts. “Over the
past decade, we have laid the
foundation for a developed
Haryana by eradicating fear,
corruption, nepotism, and
regionalism,” he said.

Taking a dig at the
Congress, Saini criticized the
previous Congress tenure for
fostering regionalism in devel-
opment matters and creating an
atmosphere of fear and cor-
ruption. He highlighted that
after receiving the mandate in
2014, the current Bharatiya
Janata Party government has
worked to turn public distrust
into trust with sincerity and
strong intentions.

Today, Haryana is under-
going a transformation, with
rapid industrial growth,
increased agricultural produc-
tion, and significant advance-
ments in women’s empower-
ment. The Chief Minister men-
tioned that over the past
decade, Rs 23,586 crore has

been invested in rural devel-
opment, setting a new direction
for progress in villages.

Saini accused Congress of
misleading the public with
exaggerated claims about
unemployment and criticized
their aversion to e-governance.
Their leaders propagate that if
they come to power, they will
discontinue the portals. They
are saying this because we
have closed their ways of cor-
ruption through the portal.
The Congress party, he
claimed, has a culture of scams.

The Chief Minister chal-
lenged Congress to reveal the
details of their ten years in
office along with their election
manifesto promises. He said
that the current government’s
accounts are transparent and
that under Prime Minister
Modji’s leadership, develop-
ment continues to accelerate
through the double-engine
government. He called on all
party workers to pledge that
they will visit every household
and strive to ensure the BJP
forms a government in
Haryana with a full majority for
the third time in the forth-
coming assembly elections.
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HP poised for Rs 200-cr annual revenue hoost from power scheduling reform

PNS B SHIMLA

Himachal Pradesh is set to
significantly enhance its
revenue from power generation
with the Central Electricity
Regulatory Commission's
(CERC) approval of a new
procedure to streamline the
scheduling and accounting of
free power from generating
stations. Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu on
Sunday announced that this
initiative is projected to bring
in an additional Rs 200 crore
annually, starting from its
implementation on August 9,

2024.

The newly-approved pro-
cedure addresses the unique
energy landscape of hydro-
rich states like Himachal
Pradesh, where direct con-
sumption of generated power is
not always feasible. By enabling
the state to sell its entitled share
of free power directly from the
bus bar of generating stations,
the procedure ensures precise
scheduling and accounting.
This modification is particu-
larly beneficial as it separates
the Open Access Settlement
Mechanism (OASM) account-
ing between the generating

stations and the State
Government, resulting in sig-
nificant savings on transmis-
sion charges and losses.
Many power projects in
Himachal Pradesh have been
operational for decades, accru-
ing substantial transmission
fares. The new procedure’s
introduction promised not only
financial savings but also oper-
ational efficiency, particularly
during high silt periods at key
stations like Nathpa Jhakri and
Rampur, where the state pre-
viously struggled to revise
power schedules.
Additionally, the imple-

mentation of the Late Payment
Surcharge (LPS) rule by the
Government of India under-
scores the necessity of this
new procedure.

Under the CERC (General
Network Access) Regulation,
Himachal Pradesh’s allotted
General Network Access
(GNA) stands at 1130 MW.
Exceeding this limit restricts
the state's ability to schedule
power from Inter-State
Generating Stations (ISGS),
often leading to power curtail-
ment. The new procedure will
mitigate this issue, ensuring a
more reliable power supply.

Himachal marches ahead on path of

development despite finan

PNS B SHIMLA

Despite facing financial con-
straints, the Himachal
Pradesh Government is stead-
fastly propelling the State
towards development across
multiple sectors, including edu-
cation, hydroelectricity,
tourism, health, agriculture,
horticulture, and food pro-
cessing. Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
emphasized this commitment
during the state-level program
commemorating the 118th
birth anniversary of Dr
Yashwant Singh Parmar, the
founder of Himachal Pradesh,
held at the Vidhan Sabha on
Sunday.

“The government is imple-
menting quality changes with
a positive mindset and has
successfully generated an addi-
tional revenue of Rs 2200 crore
within a year through better
resource management,” said
the Chief Minister. “Our poli-
cies and programs aim to ben-
efit every citizen, ensuring that
the advantages reach the last
person standing in the queue,’
he added.

During his address, Chief
Minister paid tribute to Dr
Parmar, acknowledging his
visionary leadership and ded-
ication to the welfare of
Himachal and its people. “Dr
Parmar led an inspirational
life, laying a strong foundation
for the state's overall develop-
ment. His foresight and tireless
efforts were instrumental in
granting Himachal its unique

-

identity as a hilly state with rich
culture, tradition, and lan-
guage,” he remarked.

“Dr Parmar’s contributions
extend beyond political bound-
aries. He is revered as the pre-
server and promoter of
Himachal’s rich cultural her-
itage and environment...It was
Dr Parmar who laid the
roadmap for making Himachal
a green state, always empha-
sizing the importance of pre-
serving forests and wildlife,”
said the Chief Minister. He
credited Dr Parmar with the
expansion of the state's bound-
aries through the merger of
new areas, scripting a new his-
tory for Himachal Pradesh.

The Chief Minister stressed
the importance of adhering to
the principles and path shown
by Dr Parmar, highlighting
that the current government is
working with a vision to secure
a bright future for the state. “Dr
Parmar’s dream was to see

cial challenges
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Himachal progressing in all
fields, and today, it stands as a
model of ideal development
among hilly states,” he added.

Under the leadership of
Chief Minister Sukhu, the State
Government is committed to
making policy changes that
foster sustainable development.
By focusing on innovative
strategies and efficient resource
management, the government
aimed at overcoming financial
hurdles and ensure that
Himachal Pradesh continues to
thrive as a beacon of progress
and prosperity.

On the occasion, Sukhu
also released the book ‘Parmar:
Himachal ke Shilpkar’ by Dr
Anshuk Attri and Dr Rajender
Attri, and another book in
English ‘The crafting of
Himachal Pradesh’ by Dr
Anshuk Atri. He also attended
an exhibition on the life of Dr.
Parmar and paid tributes by
garlanding his portrait.

25 high visibility
patrolling motorcycles
to enhance road safety
in Shimla, Nurpur

PNS B SHIMLA

In a significant move to bolster
road safety and traffic man-
agement, Himachal Pradesh
Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu on Sunday flagged off 25
high visibility patrolling motor-
cycles from Chaura Maidan,
Shimla. These motorcycles, val-
ued at Rs 3.72 crore, are desig-
nated to improve traffic oversight
in Shimla and Police District
Nurpur, with Shimla receiving 19
and Nurpur six.

The Chief Minister high-
lighted the Governments com-
mitment to road safety, empha-
sizing that various measures
have been implemented to ensure
smooth traffic flow and swift
emergency responses. Shimla
district has been equipped with
30 handheld speed guns, 10
body-worn cameras, 18 Alco
Sensors, 30—speed cameras, 80-
speed breakers, 225 reflective
jackets, 115 rechargeable batons,
200 traffic cones, 70 interlocking
plastic barricades, and 30 search-
lights. “The government is invest-
ing Rs 27 crores in purchasing
diverse equipment to enhance
emergency response capabilities
and traffic management,” said
Chief Minister Sukhu. This
includes 47 four-wheelers for
Shimla, Kangra, and Mandi dis-
tricts, and 27 two-wheelers for
Kangra and Mandi. Additionally,
14 interceptor vehicles, wrecker
vehicles, hydraulic equipment,
and emergency bags are being
procured, all set to be distributed
by March 2025.

The Assurance of Yog-kshem in Bhagavad Gita

Vijay Singal

Yog—kshem is an ancient
Indian concept that implies
leading a life of continued
well-being. This Sanskrit term
is comprised of two words
namely yog and kshem. Yog
here means getting the things
that one wants but which have
as yet not been acquired, and
kshem refers to the protection
of the things one already pos-
sesses. Yog-kshem, thus, means
getting what one lacks, and pre-
serving what one has. The
concept of yog-kshem is applic-
able in both - in the field of
materialism and in the realm of
spirituality. Hence, yog-kshem
assures continued material
prosperity and unfailing spir-
itual attainment. Bhagavad
Gita, being the comprehensive
treatise on good and purpose-
ful living, has touched upon
both of these aspects of human
welfare.

The underlying idea of the
Bhagavad Gita is the yog-
kshem of all beings. However,
this term has specifically been
mentioned in two shlokas. The
concept of yog-kshem has been
dealt with in material terms, in
shloka 2.45. And the same
theme of yog-kshem has been
elaborated upon in spiritual
terms, in shloka 9.22.

While explaining how one
can free oneself from the anx-
ieties of gaining and preserving
material things by rising above
the three modes of material
nature (gunas), Sri Krishna
stated:

“The three-fold division of
the modes of material nature is
the subject matter of Vedas. But
if you want to transcend these
modes, O Arjuna ! be free from
all dualities like pleasure and
pain, be eternally fixed in
truth, be free from the anxieties

of gain and safety (nir-yog-
kshem) ; and thus be situated
in the eternal self’ (shloka
2.45).

This shloka deals with the
material nature and its three
modes. All human actions are
driven by various permutations
and combinations of these
modes. All actions and the
resultant chains of cause and
effect result in bondage in the
material world. One can liber-
ate himself from such bondage
by freeing himself from the
dualities (like pleasure and
pain, success and failure, hon-
our and dishonour etc.). When
one transcends the modes and
is liberated from the material
bondage, he attains a state of
pure consciousness. In such a
state of being, one is freed from
the anxieties of material gain
and safety. In simple words,
when one does his worldly
work in an unattached manner,
he need not worry about acqui-
sition and preservation of
material things. All his world-
ly needs are provided for and
protected by the Supreme Lord.

Sri Krishna has elaborated
upon the theme of yog-kshem
in spiritual terms also. He has
assured that Ishvara takes care
of the yog-kshem of those who
remain engaged in His exclu-
sive devotion. Krishna has
pledged to his sincere devotees
as follows:

‘I (the Supreme Lord) take
care (vahami aham) of the
yog-kshem of those devotees
who always think of Me, whose
minds are always absorbed in
Me ; and who engage in exclu-
sive devotion to Me (shloka
9.22).

To put the meaning of this
shloka in simple words, God
has himself undertaken the
responsibility of the welfare of
those devotees whose only goal
is the attainment of imperish-
able Ishvara and who aspire for
eternal union with Him. He
ensures that such spiritual aspi-
rants attain self-realisation,
and having attained such a state
of blessedness, they do not fall
back to misery.

A comparative study of
the shlokas 2.45 and 9.22
makes it clear that the term
yog-kshem has been used in
these two shlokas in two dif-
ferent contexts. Whereas shlo-

ka 2.45 talks of attaining the
state of material fearlessness by
working in a selfless manner,
shloka 9.22 deals with the
attainment of spiritual perfec-
tion through exclusive devo-
tion to the Supreme Lord. The
term nir-yog-kshem employed
in shloka 2.45 conveys the
message that an unattached
doer of works does not worry
about material gains and safe-
ty, because he has risen above
the modes of material nature.
As against this term, the phrase
used in shloka 9.22 is yog-
kshem-vahami-aham which
grants an assurance that
Ishvara personally carries the
burdens of those who always
remain absorbed in His
thoughts. Though employed in
different contexts and having
different connotations, yet the
essential message of yog-kshem
conveyed through these
shlokas remains the same. No
harm ever comes to those who
tread the path of righteousness.

But sometimes, the assur-
ance of yog-kshem is misun-
derstood to mean that God will
provide to His devotees what-
ever they desire or pray for.
This interpretation is not in
consonance with the overall
teachings of the Bhagavad Gita.
God, being aware of the holis-
tic picture of the cosmos,
knows as to what, in the long
run, is in one’s best interest. He
meets his needs and demands
accordingly. Therefore, it is
advised that one should not
lose patience even if his imme-
diate expectations are not met.
He must remain convinced
that God is always with him
and will take care of his real
interests.

To conclude, God exhorts
everyone to rise above the
desire for acquiring more and
more material things and stop
worrying about the safety of
existing possessions. He has
further assured that He takes
full responsibility for suste-
nance of those devotees who
surrender to Him completely.
When one devotes himself
exclusively to the Supreme
Lord and performs his world-
ly duties without attachment,
he is blessed with divine grace.
He is then freed from the anx-
ieties of the material resources
and spiritual attainments.

Lost & Found

I, Sunil Kumar S/o Umed Singh
R/o Ward No. 12, Siwani, Distt.
Bhiwani declare that my house
Registery No. 1172 Siwani Dt.
3-2-2000 has been lost on 20-7-
2024 in Siwani and didn't found
after searching. If found please
return to Sunil Kumar Behind
Hanuman Petrol Pump ward no
12 , Siwani 9728205555.

CORRIGENDUM

It is for the general information that
advertisement of Charu Gupta Wio
Mukesh Gupta for public notice before
purchasing of property through advocate
Ravinder kumar published in our
newspaper on dated 4.8.2024. mobile
number of Advocate Ravinder Kumar is
wrongly published as 98554-3140.
Correct mobile no of Advocate Ravinder
Kumar is 9855436140. Please contact
this Number Concerned note please

Lost & Found,

I, Ram Mehar S/o Dhara Singh Rlo
883G ,ward no.1,Kheri Road
,Ganaur, Sonipat declare that my
House original document Registry
no 791dated 02.06.2016 has been
lost anywhere. Finder pls contact
at Advt . - Jeetan Dutt Sharma
Chamber No - 610Distt. Court -
Sonipat Haryana -131001Mob No =
98966 - 05520

Under the Instructions of SMFG INDIA CREDIT
CO. LTD (Formerly Fullerton India Credit
Company Limited). |, Sarabjit Singh Slo
Darshan Singh hereby informed the general
public that Sarabjit Singh S/o Darshan Singh
resident of Ramdas (RURAL), PO: Ramdass,
District Amritsar, Punjab-143603 had become
owner for property House & Shop Property
that is a Plot of land, total area measuring
08 marle 03 sarsayi i.e.(1) area measusring
02 marle approx.03 sarsayia i.e.2/819th share|
out of area of land measuring 40 Kanal 19
Marle, that is comprised in Khasra nos.
63//17/2(3-6), 18(8-0), 19(5-2), 22(8-16),

23/2(7-4), 90//3(8-11) min, Khata no.477

(2) area measuring 06 marle being 6/61th
share out of total area of land measuring
03 Kanal 01 Marla, that is comprised in
Khasra no.90//8{3-1) min, Khata no.627 as
per the jamabandi for the year 2017-2018,
that is bounded and dimensions as East:
Road Ajnala road side 43 feet, West: Plot
of Didar Singh side 43 feet, North: House
& Shop of Pargat Singh side 53 feet and
South: Shop of Ranjit Singh side 53 feet,
that is situated within the revenue estate
of area of Village Ramdas, Tehsil Ajnala and
District Amritsar vides Sale Deed Dated:
24-11-2022 as Document no.2022-23/95/1/405
and | have lost previous following documents:-
1. Original Sale Deed Dated: 18-08-2011 as
Document no.359 executed by Didar Singh
Slo Gurmej Singh S/o Sohan Singh in favour
of Rajwant Kaur Wio Ranjit Singh Slo Igbal
Singh have lost somewhere, | have also
lodged Police Complaint bearing DDR no.
024 Dated: 03-08-2024 in this regard, if anybody
have any objection/claim or found these
documents, may contact to Advocate Dinesh
Arora, # 490, Ranjit Avenue, Amritsar with
supporting documents/evidence within a
period of 15 days from date of this notice
failing which such claim of any nature shall
be considered to be waived, abandoned
and it shall be presumed that no person
has any claim of any nature in respect of
the above said land and any subsequent
claim shall not be bind our clients or their
successors/nominee or assignees in any
manner whatsoever. Phone: 9779304041,

Dinesh Arora (Advocate),

Distt.Couts, Amritsar.

The Himachal Pradesh
Energy Management Centre,
which manages power for
HPSEBL, HPPCL, and DOE as
a single trading agency, has
been actively coordinating with
CERC, NRLDC, and other
agencies to facilitate uninter-

rupted power supply. The
agency’s efforts have already
borne fruit, with the sale of
power during April-July 2024
generating Rs 300 crore in rev-
enue, a significant increase
compared to the same period
in 2023.

During the challenging
rainy season, when power pro-
jects are often shut down due
to silt problems, this procedure
will be instrumental in main-
taining a stable power supply
across the state. The Chief
Minister emphasized that this

reform not only augments the
state’s revenue but also
enhances its capability to man-
age and distribute power effi-
ciently, ensuring that Himachal
Pradesh remains resilient in the
face of its unique energy chal-
lenges.

BEDAKHLI

We, Krishan Kumar S/o
Sh. Gopal Dass & Ritu W/o
Krishan Kumar R/o Flat No.
F-134, Apex Green Apart-
ments, Sector-8, G.T. Road,
Sonipat, Haryana has dis-
owned our son Vinayak Bha-
gat & his wife Vaishali Arora
from our all movable-immov-
able property as they are out
of our control. In future, if any-
body deals with them, he/she
will do at their own risk.

We Prem Kumar S/o
Boota Ram and Reeta Rani
W/o Prem Kumar R/o
2469,Vikas Nagar, Mauli Jag-
ran, Chandigarh inform that
our son Akash and his wife
Rajvinder Kaur out of our
control. We disown them from
our all moveable and Immov-
able Properties. Anybody
deal with them at their own
Risk.

PUBLIC NOTICE

I, Sandeep Kaur W/0 Ka-
malpreet Singh R/o Ward 7,
Mataur, Anandpur Sahib
Distt. Rupnagar (PB) declare
my father's name in my pass-
port is mentioned as Dyal
Singh but his accurate name
is Dial Singh as in my all doc-
uments.

I, Vipul Bhagat S/o Sh.
Krishan Kumar R/o Flat No.
F-134, Apex Green Apart-
ments, Sector-8, G.T. Road,
Sonipat, Haryana has break
all my relations with my
brother Vinayak Bhagat & his
wife Vaishali Arora as they
are out of my control. In fu-
ture, if anybody deals with
them, he/she will do at their
own risk.

I, Mahendro Devi w/o
Pawan kumar R/o House No.
1327 block A Urban Estate
Jind Haryana inform that Ma-
hendro Devi and Mahendro is
the name of one and same
person.

I, Simmi Alang W/O San-
deep Raheja R/O# 89 Prem
Nagar Karnal Haryana. In-
form that Simmi Alang and
Simmi are one and same per-
son which belongs to me. |
shall be responsible for all li-
abilities reagarding with the
name in future.

CHANGE OF NAME

1, Raghbir Singh S/O Teja
Singh R/O #225, Phase 11,
Sector 63, Mohali , Tehsil &
Distt Sas Nagar Have
Changed My Name From
Raghubir Singh To Raghbir
Singh.

I, Sulekha Bibi W/o Alam-
gir Ansari R/o H.No.88, Sat
Kartar Colony, Street No.2,
Panipat, declare that | have
change my name from Su-
lekha Bibi to Sulekha Ansari,
for all future purposes.

I, Bikram Singh S/o
Sucha Singh R/o V.P.O: Dha-
dialanat, Teh. Batala, Distt.
Gurdaspur have changed my
name from Bikram Singh to
Bikramjit Singh. Concerned
Note.

I, Sarita Devi W/o
Sukhdev Raj Kundal R/o Mo-
halla Faizpur, Teh. Batala,
Distt. Gurdaspur  have
changed my name from Sar-
ita Devi to Sarita Kundal.
Concerned Note.

|, Satbeer Kaur w/o Surat
Singh r/o Village Singhara,
Sub Tehsil Nissing, Distt. Kar-
nal, Haryana have changed
my name from Satbir Kaur to
Satbeer Kaur.

I, Ranjit Singh Mehal S/o
Gurnam Singh R/o Old Sa-
rain Patti Samana Teh-Sa-
mana (Patiala) have changed
my name to Ranjit Singh.

I, Kamal Jit Kaur D/o
Lashkar Singh R/o Po. Bhan-
dal Bet (Kapurthala) have
changed my name to Kamal-
jeet Kaur.

lassified

| Baljit Kaur W/o Har-
leenpal Singh R/o VPO
Kang, Tehsil Khadur Sahib,
Distt: Tarn Taran, have
changed my name to Baljeet
Kaur.

| Paramjeet kaur w/o Go-
bind Singh r/o village Gandi-
wind tehsil & district Tarn
Taran have changed my
name Paramjeet kaur to Har-
jit kaur.

I, Malkit Singh Mrahar
S/o Kaka Singh R/o Jalaldi-

wal (Ludhiana) have
changed my name to Malkit
Singh.

| Sukhwinder Singh S/o
Kartar Singh R/o Hamira, PO
- jagatjit Nagar, DIST - Ka-
purthala, Punjab - 144802,
have changed my name to
Jaswinder Singh

I Vinod Kumar S/o Inder-
jeet Pathak R/o Ward No.5,
Chodian Muhalla, Kartarpur,
(rural), Jalandhar, Punjab -
144801, have changed my
name to Vinod Pathak

I Inderjit Badhan S/o
Shingara Ram R/o House
Number.1651/01, Charakhari
Mohalla, VTC - Kartarpur
(Rural), PO - Kartarpur, Sub
District - Jalandhar, Punjab -
144801, have changed my
name to Badhan Inderjit

I Aman Kumar S/o Bhag
Mal R/o Mohalla Barfani,
Vpo Ajjowal Tehsil and Distt.
Hoshiarpur have changed
my Minor son’s name From
Harman Sharma to Harman
Kumar.

I Aman Kumar S/o Bhag
Mal R/o Mohalla Barfani,
Vpo Ajjowal Tehsil and Distt.
Hoshiarpur have changed
my Minor Daughter’s name
From Nidhi to Nidhi Bala.

I, Surbhi Sivia W/o Nar-
inder Pal Singh Sivia R/o Vill:
Landran Opp. Chandigarh
Engg, College (SAS Nagar,
Mohali) have changed my
name from Surbhi Sivia to
Surbhi Sharma Sivia.

I, Chakshpreet Singh
S/o Bhagwant Singh Kalra
R/o H.No. 178 Shiwalik
Homes Sector-127 Chajju
Majra Teh-Kharar (SAS
Nagar, Mohali) have
changed my name to
Chakshpreet Singh Kalra.

I, Maneet Kaur W/o
Bhagwant Singh Kalra R/o
H.No. 178 Shiwalik Homes
Sector-127 Chajju  Majra
Teh-Kharar (SAS Nagar, Mo-
hali) have changed my name
to Maneet Kalra.

1, Balwant Singh S/o Kul-
deep Singh Kalra R/o H.No.
178 Shiwalik Homes Sector-
127 Chaijju Majra Teh-Kharar
(SAS Nagar, Mohali) have
changed my name to Bal-
want Singh Kalra.

| Sarita Rani W/o San-
deep Kumar R/o Ward No. 5,
Bariwala District Muktsar
have changed my name to
Sarita.

| Gurmeet Kaur Sandu
W/o Joginder Singh R/o
Rulia Singh Nagar, Bargari,
(Faridkot) have changed my
name to Gurmeet Kaur
Sandhu.

I, Saroj Devi W/o Sh.
Chander Parkash R/o Ward
NO- 4, Rania, Tehsil Rania,
District Sirsa have changed
my name from Saroj Devi to
Saroj Jain.

I, Ram Mehar S/O Sh Het
Ram R/O 321d Hudda Sec-
tor 7 Panipat Change My
Name From Ram Mehar
Singh To Ram Mehar.

I, Navjot Kaur Chouhan
wife of Simranjeet Singh
Resident of Village Rukan
Shahwala PO Sherkhan
Wala District Ferozepur have
Changed my name to Navjot
Kaur.After Marriage

I, Ranapartap Singh
Sandhu son of Pushpinder
Singh Resident of Village
Kadda Bora, PO Sherkhan
Wala District Ferozepur have
Changed my name to Rana-
partap Singh.

| Aanchal wife of Guru-
dutt Verma Resident of
Street No. 06, Manijit Palace
Kanshi Nagari Ferozepur
City Have changed my name
to Aanchal Verma

| Sarabjit Kaur wife of
Jaspal Singh Sekhon Res-
ident of Village Nawa Purba,
Satyewala District Ferozepur
have Changed my name to
Sarabjeet Kaur.

I, Gurperminder Singh
Sandhu son of Tikka Singh
Resident of Village Sham
Singhwala District Ferozepur
have Changed my name to
Gurperminder Singh.

I, Ashwani S/o Krishan
Chand R/o 2/18, Bagh Col-
ony, Jalalabad, District- Fa-
zilka, State- PunJab, Pin-
152024, Have Changed My
Name From Ashwani To
Ashwani Sidana. For All Fu-
ture Purposes.

I, Ashwani Kumar S/o
Krishan Chand R/o 2/18,
Bagh Colony, Jalalabad, Dis-
trict- Fazilka, State- PunJab,
Pin- 152024, Have Changed
My Name From Ashwani
Kumar To Ashwani Sidana.
For All Future Purposes.

I, Ranju Rani W/o Ash-
wani Sidana R/o 2/18, Bagh
Colony, Jalalabad, District-
Fazilka, State- PunJab, Pin-
152024, Have Changed My
Name From Ranju Rani To
Ranju Sidana. For All Future
Purposes.

I, Ranjish Kumari W/o
Ashwani Sidana R/o 2/18,
Bagh Colony, Jalalabad,
District- Fazilka, State- Pun-
Jab, Pin- 152024, Have
Changed My Name From
Ranjish Kumari To Ranju Si-
dana. For All Future Pur-
poses.

I, Rajneesh W/o Ashwani
Sidana R/o 2/18, Bagh Col-
ony, Jalalabad, District- Fa-
zilka, State- PundJab, Pin-
152024, Have Changed My
Name From Rajneesh To
Ranju Sidana. For All Future
Purposes.

I, Sushant S/o Ashwani
Sidana R/o 2/18, Bagh Col-
ony, Jalalabad, District- Fa-
zilka, State- PunJab, Pin-
152024, Have Changed My
Name From Sushant To
Sumit Sidana. For All Future
Purposes.

I, Shivam S/o Ashwani
Sidana R/o 2/18, Bagh Col-
ony, Jalalabad, District- Fa-
zilka, State- PunJab, Pin-
152024, Have Changed My
Name From Shivam To Shi-
vam Sidana. For All Future
Purposes.

I, Master Shivam S/o
Ashwani Sidana R/o 2/18,
Bagh Colony, Jalalabad,
District- Fazilka, State- Pun-
Jab, Pin- 152024, Have
Changed My Name From
Master Shivam To Shivam
Sidana. For All Future Pur-
poses.

I, Shubham S/o Ash-
wani Sidana R/o 2/18, Bagh
Colony, Jalalabad, District-
Fazilka, State- PunJab, Pin-
152024, Have Changed My
Name From Shubham To
Shivam Sidana. For All Fu-
ture Purposes.

I, Shiwam S/o Ashwani
Sidana R/o 2/18, Bagh Col-
ony, Jalalabad, District- Fa-
zilka, State- PunJab, Pin-
152024, Have Changed My
Name From Shiwam To Shi-
vam Sidana. For All Future
Purposes.

| Sunit Pal Kaur Kumar
Wife Sh. Joginder Singh
Kumar Resident of Kothi
Number 7, Mall Road Fe-
rozepur City Declare that
Sunit Pal Kaur and Sunit Pal
Kaur Kumar is the same per-
son and both these names
are mine.

I, Shaveta Narang w/o
Parveen Narang Resident of
House Number 200,Near
V.S. Palace , Out side Amrit-
sari Gate Ferozepur city Fe-
rozepur have changed my
name to Shevata Narang

| Vandana W/O Harbans
Lal ,R/O Back Side Of Hanu-
man Mandir 23ptp Hathiya-
wala  Sadulshahar ,Sri
Ganganagar Rajasthan -
335062 Have Changed My
Name And Shall After Be
Known As Vandana Devi

I, Zala Annapurnaba
Pradyumansinh, Spouse Of
No. 2704585p Rank Hav
Name Zala Pradyuman Sinh
Narendra Sinh Unit 19 Gren-
adiers C/O 99 Apo Pin
910819 And Residing At Vil-
lage Katuda, Tehsil Wadha-
van , District Surendranagar,
Pin 363040 Have Changed
My Name From Annapurn-
aba To Zala Annapurnaba
Pradyumansinh Vide Affi-
davit Dated 02 August 2024
Before At Notary Ferozepur.

I, Sito Devi is legally
Mother of No0.2503236P
Rank : NK Name Davinder
Kumar R/o Village Sakhpur,
Post Office Jhaj, Tehsil
Anandpur Sahib, District
Roopnagar, Punjab-140117,
India, have changed my
Name from Seeto Devi to
Sito Devi vide affidavit
n o . | N - P B
42404139644546W Dated
03-08-2024 before at No-
tary Ferozepur

I, Diljeet S/o Roop Lal
R/o Village Barota, PO.
Mukerian, Distt. Hoshiarpur,
Punjab have changed my
name from Diljeet to Diljeet
Singh (Surname as Singh)

I, hitherto known as Dial
Singh s/o Kartar Singh res-
ident of V.P.O. Chicha, Distt.
Amritsar, Punjab have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Har-
dial Singh.

I, Sunny S/o Surinder
Kumar R/o Mohalla Rattan
Pura, Phagwara, Distt. Ka-
purthala have changed my
name from Sunny to Kumar
Sunny.

I, Raja Bakshs is father
of No 15348106P Rank-
Hav L Vinay Kumar serving
in unit 52 Engrs c/o 56 APO
have change my name from
Raja Bux to Raja Bakshs.

I, Kalavati is mother of
No 15348106P Rank- Hav L
Vinay Kumar serving in unit
52 Engrs c/o 56 APO have
change my name from Kala-
wati to Kalavati

I, Tanushree Ghosh is
wife of No 14831287F Hav
Samir Ghosh, serving in HQ
11 Corps, C/o 56 APO my
name wrongly entered as
Tanushree in my husband
service record my correct
name is Tanushree Ghosh.

I, hitherto Known as
Mousmi Alias Mausmi D/o
Mohinder Kumar & W/o Sat-
ish Kumar residing at H.No.
38, Mohalla No. 13, Jaland-
har Cantt, Jalandhar-
144005, Punjab have
changed my name and shall
hereafter be known as Rad-
hika Goel.

I, Chander Devi W/o Sh.
Parmod Chhabra R/o H. No.
1115, Sector 13, Hisar de-
clare that | have changed
my name from Chander
Kanta to Chander Devi for
all purpose. | will be known
as Chander Devi in future.

I, Parmod Chhabra S/o
Sh. Om Parkash Chhabra
R/o H. No. 1115, Sector-13,
Hisar declare that | have
changed my name from
Parmod Kumar to Parmod
Chhabra for all purpose. |
will be known as Parmod
Chhabra in future.

I, Rajinder Pal S/o Ram
Lal Bajaj R/o H.No. 760,
Dhobi Mohalla, Near Masjid
Pipli, Kurukshetra, have
changed my name from Ra-
jinder Pal to Rajinder
Kumar.

I, Shakuntee Devi
Mother of No0.14687436M
NK Dheeraj Kumar resident
of Village- Bhimpura, Post-
Manjosh, Tehsil- Jehana-
bad, District- Jehanabad,
State- State- Bihar, Pin-
804424, have changed my
name from Shakuntee Devi
to Sakunti Devi Vide affi-
davit No.IN-
PB38916093336766W
dated 24 July 2024 before
notary public Pathankot.

I, Sushma Devi W/o Bal-
jeender Singh R/o H.no.
144 Village Dhanora Distt.
Ambala Haryana 133004
that | have changed my
name from Sushma Devi to
Sushma . Concerned note

The Pioneer does not take
responsibility for the contents
for the advertisement (Display /
Classified) carried in this
newspaper. The Paper does
not endorse the same. Readers
are requested fo verify the
content on their own.
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KUMAR CHELLAPPAN M KOCHI

Sunday, the sixth day of the
landslide and deluge in
Wayanad district, turned out
to be a heart-rending day as
the district administration
performed mass burial of
eight unidentified bodies out
of the 40 retrieved by the
rescue team National Disaster
Response Team.
Unconfirmed reports said
that the death toll in Tuesday’s
landslide and deluge crossed
370 by Sunday though the
district administration
remained tight-lipped about
the number of lives lost in he
disaster.

It is believed that the bodies
belonged to the residents of
Mundakkai and Chooralmala
villages that perished in the
landslide. There were parts of
human bodies like hands, legs
etc which were accorded the
status of a human body for
last rites.

Nearly 60 cents of the
Harrison Plantation was
earmarked for the burial,
since 35 bodies are yet to be
identified,  the  district
administration has held back
the burial for collecting the
DNA samples for future
needs. The last rites of the
eight unidentified bodies

Wayanal

were performed with all-
religion prayers. The function
was attended by hundreds of
people from the other parts of
the district and those who
had lost their near and dear
ones in the mishap.

The  State  Government
announced that a new and
secured township would be
developed at a safe location
for those who lost their
houses. V Sivankutty, the
education minister, declared
that he would undertake the
reconstruction of a higher
secondary school in
Mundakkai ~ which  was
washed away in the deluge.

Arif Mohammed Khan, the

governor of the State, who
had been to the national
capital to attend the
Governors’ Conference
convened by the President,
told reporters that the Centre
would do everything that is
needed for the reconstruction
and rehabilitation of the
disaster stricken Wayanad
district. Governor is closely
monitoring the situation in
Wayanad district on an
hourly basis.

Governor Arif Mohammed
Khan was the first authority
to reach the disaster site on
Tuesday and spent a whole
day supervising the rescue
operations. It was taking a cue

eath toll crosses 370

from him the State cabinet
and other political leaders

reached the inaccessible
terrain.

Officers and engineers of the
Indian  Army  continue

scanning the region with
thermal imaging radar and
scanners to find out whether
any more persons remain
trapped in the flood affected
regions.

Two more dead bodies and
remains of some persons were
retrieved from the Chaliyar
Puzha (River).

According to unconfirmed
reports, 2250 persons have
been accommodated in relief
camps in Wayand and
Malappuram district. Kerala
Finance Minister K N
Balagopalan said on Sunday
that funds would not be an
issue for rebuilding a new
Wayanad.

P A Mohammed Riyaz,
minister for public works,
who is the second-in
command of the Kerala
Government, issued a stern
warning to the people asking
them not to visit the mishap
site till further orders. “I will
not allow the promotion of
disaster tourism in Wayand,”
said Riyaz, who is also the
son-in-law of chief minister
Pinarayi Vijayan.

nation 05

BJP, JD(S) continue protest march
against Mysuru site allotment scam

PTIE RAMANAGARA

(KARNATAKA)

The opposition BJP and
JD(S), on Sunday

contmued their week-long

protest march from
Bengaluru to Mysuru for the
second day, against alleged
Mysuru Urban Development
Authority site allotment scam,
seeking to corner the
Congress government and
Chief Minister Siddaramaiah.
The 'Mysuru Chalo padayatre’
against the alleged fraudulent
allotment of sites to land
losers by MUDA, including to
Siddaramaiah's wife Parvathi
and demanding his
resignation -- on the second
day, began at Bidadi here and
is scheduled to cover a
distance of 22 km to reach
Kengal.

BJP State President and MLA
B Y Vijayendra, JD(S) State
President and Union Minister

H D Kumaraswamy,
Opposition ~ Leader  in
Legislative Council
Chalavadhi Narayanswamy,
JD(S) leader Nikhil
Kumaraswamy, several
legislators,  leaders  and

workers from both parties

took part.

A large number of workers
and leaders from both parties
were seen marching, shouting
slogans against Siddaramaiah
and the Congress government
led by him, holding BJP and
JD(S) flags and placards,
amidst drum beats.

The stretch through which
the march passed was decked
up with flags of both parties,
buntings and portraits of
prominent leaders at several
places.Kick-started on
Saturday at Kengeri near
Bengaluru, the march on its
first day covered a distance of
16 km to reach Bidadi.

Addressmg the gathering

ahead of the march,
Vijayendra said the ruling
Congress, Siddaramaiah and
Deputy Chief Minister D K
Shivakumar are "trembling",
following the opposition's
protest march. "I have seen in
the media that the CM and
DCM are now questioning
the opposition parties as we
have begun the protest march,
it is for the first time probably
the ruling party is questioning
the opposition. We are raising
our voice against the corrupt
Congress government, in
favour of SC/STs, backward
classes, poor and

downtrodden people,” he
said.

Alleging that the Congress
after coming to power has
indulged in loot, Vijayendra
accused Siddaramaiah and
Shivakumar of offering the
looted money to the "Gandhi
family" (Sonia Gandhi, Rahul
Gandbhi). "If we question them
about the loot, they (govt) are
running away from answering
it. They are questioning us
today." The Congress is
holding public meetings to
counter the BJP-JD(S)' foot
march to Mysuru, by
targeting both parties and the
Union government.
Kumaraswamy, in his address
said, the day the Congress
came to power in the state, it
opened its  "shop  of
corruption”. He accused it of
looting the money that was to
be used for the welfare of the
people of the state.

"There is competition among
the Ministers, they are
indulging in corruption. We
have accused the government
with records. But, they are
making false allegations
against  the  opposition
without any document or
proof," he said.

(ovt incorporated employee suggestions in
revised Budget: Rajasthan CM Bhajanlal

PTIE JAIPUR

Rajasthan Chief Minister Bhajanlal Sharma
on Sunday said keeping in mind the

interests of the state's

pensioners,

and their families.

He said pensioners are a source of inspiration
for society. The experience and knowledge of
pensioners is an invaluable asset for the

development of the state.

The chief minister said the state government
has made many important announcements in
this Budget for the welfare of employees and
pensioners like salary discrepancy reform,
in maximum gratuity amount,
increase in pension, and improvement in

increase

medical facilities.

He said that in the state, there is a facility of
pension at an increased rate for those above 75
years of age. Now, the state government has
also announced an additional 5 per cent

employees
the government has
provisions by incorporating their suggestions
in the revised state Budget 2024-25, he said.
Sharma was addressing the thanksgiving
meeting on budget announcements for state
employees and pensioners at the chief
minister's residence on Sunday.

In a statement, he said the state government is
committed to the interests of the employees

and
made

years.

K]

allowance for pensioners between 70 and 75

Also, in accordance with the Central Civil
Services (Pension) Rules, 2021, family pension
will be available at an increased rate for 10
years in case of death of personnel while in

service after April 1, 2024.

The chief Minister alleged the previous
government made "tempting announcements”
without Budget provision keeping only the
elections in mind.

PTIE AGARTALA

ipra Motha MLA Ranjit

Debbarma has written to
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah seeking his intervention
to constitute a committee to
identify foreigners who have
entered Tripura illegally and
to deport them to their
respective countries.
Debbarma alleged that a large
number of  Bangladeshi
nationals from Chittagong
hill tracts entered Tripura and
are residing in areas like
Chawmanu and Gandacherra
in Dhalai district and
Karbook and Silcherri in
Gumati district - all under
Tripura Tribal Areas
Autonomous District Council
(TTAADC) area and are a
threat to the country's
security.
"A large number of foreigners
are entering Indian territory
taking advantage of the weak

security system in the Indo-

Bangla border. Infiltration has
increased in the last few
months", he wrote in the letter
to Shah on Saturday.

"There are reports that
Rohingyas have entered
Indian territory using Tripura
and are a threat to the
country's security," the Tipra
Motha MLA said.

Debbarma urged the Union
Home Minister to constitute a
high

power  committee

involving civil, police and
judicial officers for
identification and foreigners
who have illegally entered
Tripura and push them back
to their countries.

Road crash in Rajasthan
leaves four dead

Jaipur, Aug 4 (PTI) Four
members of a family were
killed and five others injured
when their car rammed into a
truck on the Delhi-Mumbai

Tipra MLA urges Shah to form
iNfiltrator identification committee

Expressway in Rajasthan's
Sawai Madhopur district on
Sunday, police said.

The deceased had gone to
Rishikesh in Uttarakhand for
a religious programme where
a woman of the family died.
After cremation, the family
members were returning to
Vikramgarh-Alot in Madhya
Pradesh's Ratlam district
when the accident occurred.
"Prima facie, the car driver
dozed off due to which the car
rammed into a truck moving
ahead near Bhagwatgarh-
Trilokpura Banas river falling
under Surwal police station,"
Deputy Superintendent of
Police Hemendra Kumar said.
The bodies of the deceased
and the injured were taken to
a hospital of Sawai Madhopur
by an ambulance.

The deceased were identified
as Rajan (22), his sister
Monica (24), Rekha (42) and
her mother Dhapu Prajapat
(60).

Acmdent

Road crash
in Rajasthan
leaves four
dead

PTI® JAIPUR

Four members of a family
were killed and five others
injured when their car
rammed into a truck on the
Delhi-Mumbai Expressway in
Rajasthan's Sawai Madhopur
district on Sunday, police
said.

The deceased had gone to
Rishikesh in Uttarakhand for
a religious programme where
a woman of the family died.
After cremation, the family
members were returning to
Vikramgarh-Alot in Madhya
Pradesh's Ratlam district
when the accident occurred.

"Prima facie, the car driver
dozed off due to which the
car rammed into a truck
moving ahead near
Bhagwatgarh-Trilokpura
Banas river falling under
Surwal  police  station,"
Deputy Superintendent of
Police Hemendra Kumar
said.The bodies of the
deceased and the injured
were taken to a hospital of
Sawai Madhopur by an
ambulance.The  deceased
were identified as Rajan (22),
his sister Monica (24), Rekha
(42) and her mother Dhapu
Prajapat (60).

Court sentences 17
stripping woman in

PTIE JAIPUR

Nearly a year after a 20-
year-old pregnant

woman was stripped and
paraded naked in Rajasthan, a
district court has sentenced
14 men, including her
husband, to seven-year
imprisonment while noting
that it was a "heinous crime"
similar to the one committed
in Manipur

Chief Judicial Magistrate,
Pratapgarh, Ramkanya Soni
on Saturday also sentenced
three women involved in the
case to five-year
imprisonment, Special Public
Prosecutor in the case,
Manish Nagar said.

While observing that women
are revered in the country as
goddesses and that the
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also
mention honouring women,
he said violence and atrocities
are continuing on women in
'kalyug' (depraved and final
age of Hindu world cycle).

ancient  scriptures

"It was a serious crime
committed  against  the
woman by the accused.

Similar heinous crime was
committed in Manipur. Such
crimes cause emotional hurt
to the women. Strict steps are
necessary to curb crime

neople for

Rajasthan

against women then only
crime will reduce,” the judge
said in the order.

He was apparently referring
to two women being paraded
naked in strife-torn Manipur
last year.

Besides the victim's husband
Kanha Meena, the court
sentenced Khetia Meena,
Motiya alias Motilal Meena,
Punia Meena, Kesra alias
Kesrimal ~ Meena,  Suraj
Meena, Pintu Meena,
Nathulal Meena, Manaram
alias Veniya Meena, Netia
Meena, Rupa Meena, Gautam

Meena, Ramlal Meena,
Ramesh Meena to seven-year
imprisonment.

Three women --Indra Meena,
Mirki Meena and Jhumli
Meena -- were sentenced to
five-year imprisonment.

Coaching centres in basements
will be sealed: Patna DM

PTIE PATNA

he Patna district

administration on Sunday
said that any coaching centre
found to be running from the
basement of a building in the
district will be sealed
forthwith.
Patna District Magistrate
(DM) Chandrashekhar Singh,
who has launched an
inspection drive ever since
three civil servant aspirants
died in an institute in Delhi,
said that so far no coaching
centre here was found to be
running from the basement.
"Officials of the district
administration have been
given clear instructions to
immediately  seal those
coaching institutes which are
running from the basement.
This is simply a violation of

the existing norms of running
a coaching institute. However,
so far district officials, who
are conducting the inspection
of coaching centres, have not
found even a single institute
in the state capital which is
running from the basement,"
the DM told PTT on Sunday.

The Patna district
administration has given a
month to coaching institutes
to fully comply with the rules.
They must obtain mandatory

registration to run coaching
centres in the district. Strict
action will be taken against
those centres who fail to
comply with the existing
provisions after a month, the
DM said.

"The district administration
has so far (in the last six days)
received applications from
around 1,100  coaching
centres in  Patna  for
registration/renewal. Their
applications ~ are  under
process. The district
administration has also
decided to launch an online
system of single Window
Clearance' for all mandatory
clearances/permissions  to
coaching institutes in the
district ... .A portal will be
launched for the purpose
within a few days," said the
DM.

GRP, RPF need
valid tickets for
train travel,
rules tribunal

PTI®M Ahmedabad

RP and RPF personnel

must obtain a travel
authority or purchase a ticket
for train travel and carrying
only the ID card is not
enough, the Railway Claims
Tribunal ruled dismissing
the plea for compensation
filed by a constable who
claimed to be on official duty
when he fell off a train.
The Ahmedabad bench of
the tribunal also underlined
the "negligent attitude of
Railway" regarding a circular
on issuing duty card passes
to Government Railway
Police (GRP) personnel
required to travel frequently.
GRP constable Rajesh Bagul
had moved the tribunal
seeking Rs 8  lakh
compensation with interest
from Railway claiming he
was on official duty on the
day of the accident. Bagul
went to Surat railway police
station for official duty on
November 13, 2019.
He was returning from Surat
to Bharuch on the Surat-
Jamnagar intercity train
when he fell off at Palej
station, causing serious
injuries to his left leg,
leading to its amputation
above the knee, as per his
petition.
Tribunal Member (Judicial)
Vinay Goel dismissed the
petition noting Bagul had
failed to provide any valid
travel authority to prove his
official travel claims.

Assam's 30-year-old fake encounter
case closed with compensation payment

PTIE GUWAHATI

Thlrty years after five
youths were killed in an
alleged fake encounter in
Assam, their family members
have  been  given a
compensation of Rs 20 lakh
each on court's direction,
bringing to a close a long legal
battle.Seven accused army
personnel, including a Major
General and two Colonels,
escaped from any punishment
even though a military court
initially and a CBI inquiry
found they were involved in
the alleged crime.

A review of the case by Court
Martial authorities later took
some further evidence and
announced that the army
personnel were "not guilty".

All these army personnel are
retired now.

Prabin  Sonowal,  Akhil
Sonowal, Debajit Biswas,
Pradip Dutta and Bhupen
Moran were picked up by a
team of army personnel of the
18th Punjab Regiment on
February 17 and 19, 1994
from their homes or offices in
Assam's Tinsukia district
following the killing of a tea
garden manager by the
banned insurgent group
ULFA a few days earlier.

On February 23, 1994, the
bodies of the five youths were
handed over to the local police
station where the army
claimed they were killed in an
"encounter”.

"It was not an encounter but a
fake encounter as all the

‘n
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youths were innocent and had
no connection with ULFA. As
per the post mortem report,
the victims were found with
their eyes gauged out, nails
removed and knees broken.
Such things cannot happen in
an actual encounter," said the
then student leader Jagadish
Bhuyan, who filed a habeas

corpus in the case in 1994 in
Gauhati High Court.

After an inquiry, the CBI filed
a change sheet in a local court
in Guwahati in 2002 saying
the agency had arrived at its
conclusion  that it is
"disbelievable that the injuries
that were found on the
deceased persons were caused
in any encounter”.
Accordingly, the CBI held that
five army personnel - the then
Captain R K Shivrain (later
Colonel), JCOs and NCOs
Dalip Singh, Palwinder Singh,
Shivender Singh and Jagdev
Singh - were "responsible for
the killing" of the five persons
as they "had actually opened
fire on them" and therefore,
liable to be prosecuted for
murder charges.

"Task force to clear encroachments,
illegal resorts 1n forests, western ghats

PTIE BENGALURU

arnataka Forest Minister

Eshwar Khandre on
Sunday said the state
government has constituted a
‘forests and western ghats
encroachment clearance task
force' to clear illegal resorts,
home stays and all forest
encroachments in the entire
ghat regions of the state,
including the western ghats,
which covers 10 districts.
This task force has been
formed under the leadership
of Principal Chief
Conservator of Forests and
Head of Forest Force, and it
will  carry out forest
encroachment clearance
operations in western ghats
and other ghat areas from
tomorrow itself, the Minister

\

said in a statement. Khandre
had on Friday directed the

forest department's
additional chief secretary to
issue orders for the removal
of all forest encroachments
that have sprung up after
2015 in the western ghats
region, and to submit an
action taken report in a
month's time. Pointing to
terrible tragedies caused by

landslides at Wayanad in
neighbouring Kerala and
Shirur in Uttara Kannada
district, resulting in loss of
lives, Khandre said hills that
existed for thousands of years
have disappeared, landslides
are continuously occurring in
the western ghats region of
the state including Shiradi
Ghat, Charmadi Ghat. He
said, "if we do not wake up
now, the next generation will
not forgive us."

The Minister said clear
instructions have been given
to carry out clearance
operations in all the cases
where the 64A (of the
Karnataka  Forest  Act)
process has been completed
with  regards to the
encroachment in the forests
in the Ghat areas after 2015.
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PAPER WITH PASSION

On the brink of war

War clouds hover over West Asia as Iran-backed militias
attack Israel following the assassination of a Hamas leader

over West Asia, one of the world's prominent flashpoints. The Israeli-Palestinian

As Iran-backed militias engage in conflict with Israel, a protracted war looms large

conflict has long been a focal point of West Asian tensions, involving numerous
state and non-state actors. Recently, the situation has dramatically escalated following
the assassination of a senior Hamas leader, which has ignited a series of violent respons-
es and counter-responses. The assassination of the Hamas leader, who orchestrated
militant operations against Israel, was carried out in a covert operation attributed to Israeli
forces. Hamas vowed retaliation, and their pledge quickly materialised in a barrage of
rockets targeting civilian areas, prompting Israel to activate its Iron Dome missile defence
system. The airstrikes and rocket attacks have resulted in significant casualties and dam-
age on both sides. Compounding the situation, Iran-backed militias, primarily from Lebanon
and Syria, entered the fray. Hezbollah, a powerful Shia militant group based in Lebanon

and backed by Iran, launched a series of rocket attacks
into northern Israel. Similar militias in Syria have also
increased their operations, targeting Israeli military posi-
tions and border areas. These militias have a long-
standing alliance with Hamas and other Palestinian fac-
tions, often receiving financial, logistical, and military
support from Iran. The current escalation can be seen
as an extension of Iran's broader strategy to challenge
Israeli military dominance.

As a response, Israel has intensified its military oper-
ations. Airstrikes on Gaza have become more frequent
and devastating, targeting not only military installations
but also civil infrastructure. Northern Israel has also

seen a ramp-up in military presence. The war’s escalation has had dire humanitarian
consequences. Givilian casualties are mounting, and the already dire conditions in Gaza
are worsening. Indeed, the situation in West Asia is very volatile and a full-on war can
break out anytime which would engulf the whole region. It is not the time to assess who
is right and who is not, but to deescalate the tensions, and all must show restraint. It
is high time the UN intervenes and the Security Council swings into action to ask all
concerns to show restrain. If it is unable to stop the war, the UN would lose its stand-
ing and become irrelevant in the present world order. The international community must
intervene to convince the two sides to come to the negotiation table. The United States
has expressed support for Israel’s right to defend itself while also urging caution to avoid
a full-scale war. European nations have echoed these sentiments, calling for an imme-
diate ceasefire and resumption of peace talks. The West must take a definitive stand
against the war. On the other hand, Iran has condemned the assassination and justified
the militias' responses as legitimate defence against Israeli aggression. Diplomatic efforts
are urgently needed to deescalate the situation and prevent further loss of life and destruc-
tion. The world must put its act together before it is too late.

A woman feeds a goat in her partially submerged house after heavy rains in East Bardhaman PTI

'T'he unyielding spirit
of military tfamilies

Military service comes with 'unlimited liability,” a reality underscored by the valour
and ultimate sacrifices of the young soldiers who gave their lives for the country

ecent martyrdom of four
RIndian Army personnel i.e,

Capt. Brijesh Thapa, Naik
Rajesh, Sepoy Brijendra and
Sepoy Ajay of the 10th Rashtriya
Rifles (Rajput Regiment) are a
continuing reminder of the price
that a few pay for the entire coun-
try. Seemingly service in the
Army does not come with a
‘Limited Liability’ like in a civil-
ian organisation, but with
‘Unlimited Liability’ Hardly had
the news of Captain Abhimanyu’s
daredevilry played out in public
discourse, earning him the Kirti
Chakra, and the news of this
Doda operation broke.
Parallels in both cases are signif-
icant, even as one was a combat
mission, and the other, a rescue
mission. The real fire of the Indian
Army is not necessarily in its
weaponry, training, doctrines,
senior leadership etc., but in the
proverbial junior leadership’ of its
Young Officers and of Junior
Commissioned Officers (JCOs)
who ensure that the institution’s
youthful iron is tempered into
steel. Both Capt. Thapa and Capt.
Abhimanyu was from that junior
leadership’ fount, one a combat-
ant and the other a doctor, but
warriors in their ways. Both had
heeded that unsaid call of military
leadership to ‘lead from the front.
Officers of other militaries tend
to lead relatively more entitled
and safer lives, which manifests in
the Indian Army having the
highest ‘Officer-to-Soldier fatal-
ity ratio.
This young leadership does not
take the backseat of ‘ordering’ but
walks first in harm’s way, as this
is what Capt. Thapa did, as did
Capt. Abhimanyu, who answered
his conscience to attempt to save
his comrade-in-arms from a fire
incident. Such stories are the
norm in the Indian Army, but not
so, in other militaries of the
world. Interestingly, both belong
to what is proudly called the
‘Military Families, an age-old
concept that has survived the
vicissitudes and institutional
diminishments of time, which
would logically expect the end of
this noble tradition.
In the USA, the concept of multi-
generational soldiers, who fight its
bloody wars is a revered concept.
Folks within these ‘Military

Families’ uphold the timeless
promise of righteous defence
that is passed down through
generations. While this solemn
tradition of sacrifice is recog-
nised and valorised in the
USA, sadly, not so in our
Indian context. It is almost
unknown and unrecognised.
This is particularly surprising
because India too has a culture
of similar ‘Military Families
that dot the mofussil hinter-
lands. Initially a legacy of the
British ‘martial caste’ regi-
mentation, it is no longer the
reserve of any specific societal
group, anymore.

The rarefied air within these
‘Military Families’ still res-
onates with much-forgotten
values like honour, valour,
sacrifice, tradition et al, despite
many far more compelling
reasons to walk a safer and
more financially-materially
gratifying path. Both Capt.
Brijesh Thapa and Capt.
Abhimanyu was professional-
ly qualified (the former got
through engineering, and the
latter, both engineering and
medicine) to venture into the
lucrative civilian world - yet,
both opted for the ‘Uniform,
knowing what it entailed. They
followed the militaristic foot-
steps of their respective fathers.
Gut-wrenching images of Capt
Thapa’s parents, Col BK Thapa
and his wife receiving their

THIS YOUNG
LEADERSHIP DOES
NOT TAKE THE
BACKSEAT OF
‘ORDERING’ BUT
WALKS FIRST IN
HARM’S WAY, AS
THIS IS WHAT CAPT.
THAPA DID, AS DID
CAPT. ABHIMANYU,
WHO ANSWERED HIS
CONSCIENCE TO
ATTEMPT TO SAVE
HIS COMRADE-IN-
ARMS FROM A FIRE
INCIDENT

! r

son’s coffin was a modicum of
dignity, pride and unbearable
pain all wrapped in control-
lable emotions. Col Thapas
moving words about his gal-
lant son, “He always wanted to
join the Army and would
sometimes wear my uniform,
saying one day he would own
one’, added incalculably to
his family legacy, and on to the
plans, and to the nation. Capt.
Thapa stood tall till the very
end as the third generation in
service to India. Similarly,
both Sepoy Ajay (third-gener-
ation soldier) and Sepoy
Brijendra were from the tradi-
tional soldiering areas of
Jhunjhunu District, again from
‘Military Families.

The power of the Indian Army
is a testament to these ‘Military
Families’ who have defended
the territorial integrity of the
nation, for generations.
One such typical family is of
Mata Deen Singh who joined
the Bengal Native Infantry in
the early 1890’s.

He was later declared missing
and believed killed in NWFP
in 1901. Later four more gen-
erations of his served with
much aplomb and distinction
in the fiery Rajput Regiment.
Befittingly, this family claims
that there hasn’t been a war
that India has fought, where a
member of the family has not
fought! For many in the coun-

BHOPINDER SINGH
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try, wars and insurgencies are
either far removed or distant
abstractions but for these fam-
ilies, the price to keep it dis-
tant’ is personal, real, and
never cheap. Col Thapa led the
stirring fist-pumped salutation
of Bharat Mata Ki Jai with his
son wrapped in a Tiranga.
People in such ‘Military
Families’ are cut from a differ-
ent cloth, and the nation can
never repay its gratitude to
them, ever. Sadly, those in
power who are responsible for
much of the prevailing mess
have very little skin in the
game and only play politics ad
nauseum. For them, each
tragedy is still tradeable to
score a partisan point. Beyond
condescending exhortations
and appropriations, the politi-
cians (since independence,
without any exception) have
prioritised financials - what
with ‘austerity’ measures,
OROP, Agniveer (with pension
bill concerns) et all, but always
without adequately thinking
about how much it would
actually ‘cost’ to send soldiers
in harm’s way. The ‘Military
Families’ have persisted,
despite all this.
(The writer, a military veter-
an, is a former Lt Governor
of Andaman & Nicobar
Islands and Puducherry. The
views expressed
are personal)

Green logistics is an

environmental imperative

-

DHRUV TANEJA

Minimising empty return trips through triangulation technology reduces carbon

footprint and also underscores the economic benefits of green logistics

reen freight transport
Gis an important facet of

sustainable logistics
and enables the reduction of
environmental damage and
pollution caused by shipping
and transportation. Central to
enhancing economic efficien-
cy in this domain is the opti-
mization of container move-
ments which can be achieved
through innovative strategies
such as triangulation solu-
tions.
The need for green freight
transport sustainable logistics
is crucial to mitigating the
adverse environmental
impacts of freight transport.
Traditional logistics meth-
ods often result in significant
greenhouse gas emissions
and environmental degrada-
tion.
By adopting cleaner vehicles,
optimising routes, and using
eco-friendly fuels, compa-
nies can not only reduce their
carbon footprint but also
enhance their operational
efficiency. The business ben-
efits of green logistics are
manifold. Companies that
invest in sustainable practices
can realise substantial savings
on fuel costs and improve
their corporate reputation.
These practices also appeal to

a growing base of environ-
mentally conscious con-
sumers, ensuring loyalty and
enhancing brand image.
Therefore, the shift towards
greener logistics is both an
environmental imperative
and a strategic business deci-
sion.

Optimising container move-
ments: Effective container
movement is essential for the
economic efficiency of green
freight transport. Inefficient
container handling can lead
to increased fuel consump-
tion, higher operational costs,
and elevated emissions.
Optimizing these movements
involves ensuring that con-
tainers are fully utilised and
that their transport routes are
as direct as possible.
Triangulation solutions: It
optimises container move-
ments. This method involves
coordinating the movement

of containers in a way that
minimises empty return trips.
Instead of returning an empty
container to its point of ori-
gin, triangulation arranges
for it to be loaded with cargo
headed to a new destination,
thus creating a triangular
route. Using advanced data
analytics, companies can
identify routes where triangu-
lation is possible. This
involves analysing shipping
patterns, cargo availability,
and potential destinations.
Matching cargo with con-
tainers: After the potential
routes are identified, the next
step is to match available
cargo with containers that
would otherwise return
empty.

Implementation and moni-
toring: After matching cargo
with containers, the triangu-
lated routes are implemented.
Continuous monitoring
ensures that the routes remain
efficient and adjustments can
be made as needed. By min-
imizing the distance contain-
ers travel empty, triangulation
significantly reduces fuel con-
sumption and emissions.

A study by the European
Commission found that opti-
mizing container movements
could cut emissions by up to

30%.

Cost savings: Lower fuel con-
sumption directly translates
into cost savings for logistics
companies. Additionally,
more efficient container usage
reduces the need for addition-
al container purchases and
maintenance.

Enhanced operational effi-
ciency: Triangulation stream-
lines operations, leading to
better utilization of assets
and resources. This enhances
the overall efficiency of the
supply chain.

Advanced data analytics and
machine learning algorithms
can process vast amounts of
data to identify optimal routes
and cargo matches. Internet of
Things (IoT) devices pro-
vide real-time tracking and
monitoring of container
movements, ensuring the
accuracy and reliability of
triangulated routes. For
instance, Al can optimize
routing in real time. IoT
devices can monitor and man-
age energy use across opera-
tions. Governments can sup-
port these efforts by enacting
policies and incentives that
encourage sustainable ship-

ing.

(The writer is founder & CEO,
MatchLog; views are personal)
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ILL TREATMENT OF ELDERLY
Madam — There are two elements
which confirm the government’s loyal-
ty and passion towards their people and
growth. One the education of children
and next comes the health of the elders.
The very budget highlights the most dis-
satisfied segment of elders who are con-
tinuously penalized after the GST by
levying 18% as tax on health policies. It
was 15% prior to GST implementation.
Even the heat of it has been felt by the
colleague of the Finance Minister, Nitin
Gadkari whose plea comes by asking for
withdrawal of GST on life and health
insurance premiums.
There are many who by their fear either
avoid taking up the insurance cover or
give up when it comes to renewal by dis-
appointing increase in tax rates. When
something is being charged extra there
needs to be a fair play by servicing the
clients. Not only is the service absent and
also a survey indicates that 43% of
respondents who filed a claim in the last
three years are struggling to get their
claim settled. Even when the Minister for
Road Transport feels this as a bigger toll
levied by his colleague FM, the public
outcry is obvious by this exorbitant col-
lection by the government.

AP Thirvadi| Chennai

SC’S LANDMARK JUDGEMENT

Madam— The apex court has delivered
a landmark judgement in case of reser-
vations. The seven judge bench has clar-
ified that the state governments can clas-
sify the list of scheduled castes and
scheduled Tribes in to different groups
to accord preferential treatment in
applying quota. Till now some tribes are
being considered as primitive tribal
groups and are being given special
tinancial assistance and attention by the
Government, but such arrangement is
not in case of education and employ-
ment.Now the judgement has made it
possible to extend such preference in the
reservations for education and
jobs.Anyway the states have the onus to

Stop anthropo

of Kerala’s Wayanad district, which have

shocked the entire nation with the tragic count
of surmounting death tolls and founding of body
parts, has once again raised the heated debate
of the Urban Flooding and manmade disasters.
Kerala’s vulnerability to these natural and anthro-
pogenic disasters had lead to multifold trouble for
the local residents. The climate change and Heavy
rainfall due to uncertain changes in the Arabian
ocean cause unnecessary climatic harassment for

-I-he devastating flood and landslides conditions

act with care. The identification of
groups should be based on unchallenge-
able evidence and reason. The categori-
sation should not be made or perceived
to be made on political reasons.

DVG Sankaro Rao | Vizianagaram

ISRAEL ESCALATING CONFLICT

Madam — It is clear from the assassi-
nations of Hamas  top leaders Ismail
Haniyeh and Mohammed Deif and
Hezbollah commander Fuad Shukr
against the backdrop of its genocidal war
on Gaza that Israel is a law unto itself
and crosses red lines at will and with
impunity. The series of extraterritorial
assassinations have dashed our hopes of
along overdue ceasefire deal in Gaza and
fuelled fears of a wider war.

The nub of the matter is that Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
who oversees the assassinations and
threatens the ‘enemy powers’ that ‘there
is no place that the long arm of Israel
won't reach’ is keen on escalating the war
beyond Gaza to prolong his political
career. Clearly, US” unconditional sup-

E EDITOR

genic disaster

the people. There is no doubt to the fact that Urban
environment is purely concrete, well construct-
ed, neatly build up with skyscrapers with adjust-
ed greenery for pleasing eyes. But anthropogenic
alterations are always hazardous for the environ-
ment and hard to heal and cherish naturally. The
scenario of Kerala is nothing less than we had
already seen in Uttrakhand. Repeated land-
slides, flashfloods have caused immense hard-
ships for the local resident.
Making strategies, policies and claims will not
serve the purpose, if have to be attentive in our
actions for healing the climate. Let’s stop giving
anthropogenic scars to our environment surround-
ing, our actions for healing climate will serve the
cause. The incidence of Wayanad is a lesson for
all of us, and we have to take combined respon-
sibility for improve our climate by taking care of
its well-being.

Kirti Wadhawan | Kanpur

port and its amenability to being dragged
into the war that emboldened Israel to
conduct itself in gross violation of
international laws and flagrant disregard
of human life and increase the risk of a
broader war.
It would be sheer folly if Israel deludes
itself into thinking that its savage acts
that are likely to result in a full-scale
regional war constitute ‘deterrence’ and
take it nearer to ‘total victory, to use
Netanyahu’s phrase. Israel must end its
illegal occupation of Palestinian territo-
ries, as told by the International Court
of Justice, for the ‘axis of resistance’ to
lose its relevance. The international com-
munity must apply enough pressure on
Israel to stop the war on Gaza and its
attacks elsewhere in ‘the Middle East’
inviting possible counterattacks and
agree to a just peace deal and pull the
region back from the brink of a full-
blown armed conflict.

G David Milton | Kanniyakumari

Send your feedback to;
letterstopioneer@gmail.com
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A HOLISTIC APPROACH FOR
HEALING A TROUBLED MIND

Through spiritual practices and positive
affirmations, one can find the peace

| " e
RAVI VALLURI
Recently | received a message on my cell, “l am the son of Lord

Krishna, | keep visiting Tirumala, yet | take drugs. Why do | suf-

fer? Kindly help me!"My response was, “Meet a psychiatrist,
undergo counselling, and undertake a holistic programme of well-
ness.”But the caller remained unsatisfied and kept pestering me with
a flurry of such messages.This person was positively in a state of
misery and fear. His crutch and lifeboat were Lord Krishna. The mind
of the caller was both fragmented and deeply disturbed. He appeared
to be in a state of imbalance Patanjali Yoga Sutras have identified the
following as root causes of miseries in life—Avidya, Asmita, Raga,
Dwesha and Abhinivesha.1) Avidya—This is nothing but a lack of
knowledge or ignorance.
Everything around us keeps changing constantly. It could be our cells,
blood, stomach linings, and hair to name some. But we are oblivi-
ous to the change. 2) Asmita—This is our intellect and our self. We
get stubbornly stuck to our opinions. The caller was fixated on the
idea that he was the child of Lord Krishna and stayed put at Tirumala.
Yet he was partaking in drugs. 3) Raga—This is nothing but crav-
ing. Normally craving arises out of certain pleasurable experiences
of the past.
[t has a deep imprint on the mind. But such impressions only aggra-
vate our wants and misery. 4) Dwesha—Is nothing but hatred. Hatred
is antithetical to craving. Though it arises out of craving, the premise
is an unpleasant experience. This could be because of certain trag-

3

ic moments in the past or unrealistic expectations which do not mate-
rialise.5) Abhivivesha—This is fear of the unknown. An emotion that
affects all of us. Only a clairvoyant sage through penance and aus-
terity overcomes this barrier.The caller proclaiming to be the son of
Lord Krishna was in obvious pain and agony. He could experience
ecstasy only through scientific help that is, consulting a psychiatrist,
taking proper medication and a wellness programme.
The troubled individual’s mind could have undergone say the Happiness
Programme of the Art of Living or Vipassana to combat fear. But he
remained an escapist by not attending either.This is how a fragment-
ed and escapist mind reacts. The caller continued to escape and obvi-
ate the inevitable. It keeps hunting for excuses, and alternatives.
Invariably the cloak of negativity and ignorance shrouds the mind from
combating the problem.Exercising all love, caution, and care, | asked
him to chant " Om Namah Shivay", 108 times thrice a day to purge
his mind of all negative thoughts and by making positive affirmations
through writing “I am happy, healthy and peaceful".
This task was also to be done thrice daily 108 times, and the tapas
was to be continued for 41 days. In case a day is missed for some
reason, repeat the process for 41 days. Such signals to the mind are
extremely useful and powerful. The mind then responds to positivity
and discards negative feelings and emotions.He has not contacted
me thus far. Presumably, he has embarked on the journey of tapas
and hopefully has found support and a beacon of light in the dark
tunnel. His Ishta Devata, Lord Krishna wielded Sudarshan Chakra wad-
ing through negativity and impurity. Sudarshan Kriya, Pranayama, Yoga
and Meditation will certainly swathe through the cobwebs of his trou-
bled mind and increase his Prana, Chi, or energy to obliterate the neg-
ativity. | am waiting for the 41 days to end so that he can be happy,
healthy, and peaceful and lead a purposeful life.
(The writer is the CEQ of Chhattisgarh East Railway Ltd. and
Chhattisgarh East West Railway Ltd. He is a faculty of the Art of
Living; views are personal)
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'The global crisis of
OVer-tourism

Around the world, over-tourism 1s emerging as a big problem. The overwhelming
influx of tourists causes significant hardships for local residents and destinations
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he growing problem of over- :
tourism across the:
globe!Archna DattaRecently, :
thousands of residents of:
Barcelona in Spain, protested :
against tourism, urging tourists to ‘go :
home, waving placards and squirting
water guns at outdoor diners, averring :
that tourists increased prices and put:
pressure on public services in Spain's :
most visited city. Not, only Barcelona :
alone, Venice also introduced a five:
euro entrance fee to dissuade day-trip- :

-

i munities around the world’.
{ While,
i described as ‘the excessive growth
¢ of visitors in areas where resi-
i dents suffer negative conse-
: quences such as permanent
¢ changes to their lifestyles, denial
i of access to civic amenities and
i damages in their general well-
¢ being’ (Milano et al,, 2019).

i It has a social dimension too that
¢ ‘impairs the place-person interre-
¢ lationships and induces changes

tourism has been

in residents’ attitudes towards
tourism’ (Gossling et al., 2020).
Over tourism, also makes urban

. life ‘more tense and stressful’ and

for women ‘a concern for safety
space’.( Maja
Hristov,Neboj$a Stefanovic ,
Natasa Danilovic Hristic, Serbia,
2021). However, the present-day
discourses predominantly veer
around the issue of sustainabili-

ity (Gowreesunkar & Thanh,

as tourist hotspots are
mostly located in sensitive ecosys-

Water, a precious natural
resource, gets seriously misused
by the tourism sector affecting

: the water cycle of the area. In

Zanzibar, an average household
consumes a little over 93 litres of
water per day, while, the average
consumption per room in a
guesthouse is 686 litres, 7 times
more, which in a luxurious 5-star
hotel room, rises to 3,000+ litres
of water per day. Spain, an impor-

pers from crowding into the city's lim- :

ited space and public resources. ONE TOUR|ST
Japan, too, has put up a giant screen to PRODUCES FROM:

block views of Mount Fuji to discourage : :
tourists1 from gatheringshaii the iconic : 17012 KG OF

spot. Closer home, in Chikamaguluru, : fin  public
Karnataka, police resorted to a special : SOLID WASTE

drive at tourist destinations to curb the:  PER DAY WHEN:
unruly behaviour of visiting tourists.Now,
people have been travelling for centuries, : VISITING A NEW

and have traditionally been welcomed to : PL ACE :

visit countries. While, in India, the spir- : ¥

it of 'atithi devo bhava', treating guestsas: ~ DEPENDING QN : 2020),
Gods, prevailed. Over the years, travel as :
tourism, has turned into one of the most : FACTORS LIKE i tems.
important economic sectors. The ease in :
global air connectivity and people’s: LOCA-“ON’ THE
increasing craze for exotic visits, adven- : TYPE OF:

ture and leisure in the internet-connect- : :

ed world, created an unprecedented rise : ACCOM MODATION

in the number of tourists, which, even- :
tually, evoked a ‘tourist phobia, an aver- : ) PERSONAL

sion and social rejection among the: PREFERENGES.:
locals, as happened in Spain, and else- : '
where. . - | AND THE

In 2019, when, 1.5 billion international :
tourist arrivals were recorded, a hike of : CHARACTER OF

4% from the previous year, the World : THE STAY:

Tourism Organisation (WTO) called for :
managing ‘such a growth of tourists :
responsibly to best seize the opportuni- :
ties that tourism can generate for com- :

tant producer of vegetables and

¢ fruits for Europe, struggles over
i water utilisation in two compet-
i ing economic sectors, tourism
* and agriculture( Water Equity in

Tourism, 2012). While, a 2022
study said that in case of water
scarcity, women are the most
affected ones, as it worsens their
daily life tasks.

One tourist produces from 1 to 12
kg of solid waste per day when
visiting a new place, depending
on factors like location, the type
of accommodation, personal
preferences, and the character of
the stay. If the present trend
continues, there will be an
increase of 251 per cent in solid
waste production because of
tourism by 2050 ( UNEP). Cruise
ships are among the top polluters,
and their raw sewage affects the
coral reefs.

Sewage from Mexico's tourism
industry threatens the Caribbean
coast, and the Mesoamerican
Reef has already lost 80 per cent
of corals to pollution. In 2023,
Santorini Island in Greece, which
has a population of fifteen thou-
sand, received around 800 cruise
ships, which caused a layer of pol-
lution around the caldera.
Notwithstanding, tourism is an
economic powerhouse. The
Travel & Tourism sector (T&T)
witnessed a boom in 2019,
accounting for 10.5% of all jobs
(334 million), and 10.4% of glob-
al GDP (US$ 10.3 trillion).

In India, in 2019, the T&T sector
was worth about $194.3 billion,
added 6.8% to the GDP and
employed 40 million people. By
2033, the tourism industry is slat-
ed to represent 11.6% of the
global economy. While, women
comprise 54% of the workforce,
but, they are mostly in lower-

ARCHANA DATTA

skilled, lower-paid and often in
informal employment
(UNWTO). Now, some cities
have gone for new or revised tax-
ation, fines, etc, to de-market
tourism.
However, tourism de-growth can-
not be considered a remedy,
which can push tourism-depen-
dent local economies into crisis,
as happened in Myanmar’s tem-
ple city, Bagan, where people
suffer to make ends meet for want
of visitors, as the country is deep
into civil wars.While, regenerative
tourism as an antidote, was moot-
ed in 1987 in the Brundtland
Report, which set the tone for
‘building back better’, going
beyond the concept of ‘not dam-
aging the environment’.
The UN called for a holistic
understanding of living systems
in the entire tourism ecosystem,
as everything is inter-connected,
the government, private sector,
voluntary sector, and the commu-
nities..
The tourism industries should
also operate in a new way by dis-
carding the ‘make-use and dis-
pose’ linear extractive model and
fit themselves into a circular
economy model of ‘reuse/no
waste, the world body urged.
Isn’t it high time for the burgeon-
ing tourism sector to follow the
path of regeneration, and herald
an era of intergenerational equi-
ty, without compromising the
planet for future generations?
(The author is former Director
General, Doordarshan, All India
Radio)

Jammu and Kashmir post-Article 370: Tackling terrorism and ensuring integration

Recent terrorist attacks in Jammu highlight the necessity for a having deeper emotional connect with the people and addressing their concerns

his is a ‘Stop Press’

I moment for Jammu
and Kashmir after the
significant and benefiting
legislation of the abroga-
tion of Article 370 - a step
towards demystifying and
demolishing the “special sta-
tus’ of Jammu and Kashmir
which was a hydra-headed
invitation to the West to
make a spectacle of India’s
extreme problems of terror-
ism as it was and is being
transported from Pakistan-
and India’s Foreign Minister
Dr. Jai Shankar has often
enlightened us on our
Nation’s self-interest. I say
the ‘Stop Press’ moment
because there has been a
spike in terrorist attacks in
Jammu and Kashmir, espe-
cially in Jammu and has
brought under the lens the

PRATIBHA CHOPRA

local support for Pakistan
terrorists.So what does the
‘Stop Press’ moment signi-
fy? In this ‘stop press’
moment, we need to dig
deep - the abrogation of
Article 370- will not inte-
grate into the body-politic
on its own - it has to be inte-
grated as a living experience
to attain validation in the
Being and Soul of Jammu
and Kashmir and its people.
The definition of the people

of Jammu and Kashmir is’
Indians’ where Indians
from the rest of the country
also become an active
agency.

This calls for a few hardcore
resolute living and active
steps- the foremost being
understanding the minds of
the people of Jammu and
Kashmir - a lot has been
done - but we need to
engage with this relentless-
ly and break the ice to pierce
their “special status), ‘isola-
tion’ and ‘exclusivity’ which
has not done them any good
except for dragging them
into the mindless narrative
of asking for ‘autonomy’
and realizing it the hard
way that Pakistan has always
worked out of bounds, and
still does so, to ‘keep’ them
in a perpetual zone of con-

flict. This brings us to a
preparation for working
towards democratic
strengthening and consoli-
dation of institutional struc-
tures in consonance with
the reality of Jammu and
Kashmir as the Government
of India wants to see it after
the abrogation of Article
370. Needless to say, all
those developmental ques-
tions that are normally
addressed in any State or
Union Territory of India
need to be addressed, fore-
most being economic egali-
tarianism.

The Congress Party must
keep its mouth shut and let
the present govt. led by the
Prime Minister Modi do its
work in Jammu and
Kashmir with the infrastruc-
ture and development, as

Union Minister Nitin
Gadkari would have it. The
Congress has through the
years mutilated all the
Federal aspects of the
Constitution of India to
politically  force a
Centralised hegemony.

The present Govt. does not
intend to treat Kashmir as a
communal cauldron and a
battleground for Hindutva

and rightly so, therefore it is
building infrastructure
there. The whole idea of the
abrogation of Art. 370 would
bear fruit if religious and
ethnic exclusiveness were
not exploited negatively but
used towards international
trade and commerce in the
best cultural parlance. In
the same breath I would say
that the Muslim majority

could suggest itself to con-
fine its international com-
mitments to religious broth-
erhood and political proxim-
ities within the respectful
questioning bounds and
press freedom, this press
freedom not being an
absolute right but subject to
the upholding of the
Sovereignty and Integrity of
India and its Dignity as
envisaged in the
Constitution of India.

As far as the question of
‘Kashmiriyat’ is concerned,
nobody is stopping or
stalling this journey as long
as it is within the legitima-
cy of the Constitutional pro-
visions and the artistic
license that it provides. And
there may be questions of
class and caste here that
cannot be ignored if we are

to sound and purport real.
We will never forget the
Indian Army, the soldiers
who never fail us in the
treacherous terrains of
Jammu Kashmir, Ladhak &
Siachen in the said region.
We give them the space in
our hearts for they do not
hide behind any ‘political’
discourses and tricks and are
the first agency of the Social
Contract that a Nation State
is based on. Their relentless
invincibility and risk-tak-
ing bravado have no given
path to tread but every day
is a new challenge. Let all
our actions as envisioned in
the above paras be a tribute
to the soldiers of the Indian
Army and it is on us to do
our duty now and here.
(The writer is a lawyer;
views are personal)
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Strikes on Gaza kill 18; two dead in Tel Aviv

AP W TEL AVIV

Israeh strikes killed 18 people
in Gaza early on Sunday,
including four Palestinians in
a tent camp inside a hospital
complex, while a stabbing
attack by a Palestinian killed
two people in a Tel Aviv sub-
urb. Tensions have soared fol-
lowing nearly 10 months of war
in Gaza and the killing last
week of a senior Hezbollah
commander in Lebanon and
Hamas’ top political leader in
Iran. Iran and its allies have
blamed Israel and threatened
retaliation, raising fears of an
even more destructive region-
al war.

“The state of Israel is in a multi-
front war,” Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
told a Cabinet meeting, and
said the country was ready for
any scenario in defence or
attack. Jordan’s foreign minis-
ter was making a rare trip to
Iran as the United States and its
Arab allies try to prevent a
wider conflict. Already, Hamas
says it has begun discussions on
choosing a new leader.

The stabbing attack in Tel Aviv

Palestinians react to fire from an Israeli strike that hit a tent area in the courtyard of Al Agsa Martyrs hospital in Deir al Balah,

Gaza Strip, on Sunday

APPTI

killed a woman in her 70s and
an 80-year-old man, according
to Israel’s Magen David Adom
rescue service and a nearby
hospital, and two other men
were wounded. The police said
the attack was carried out by a

Palestinian militant, who was
“neutralised””

In Gaza, an Israeli strike hit a
tent camp for thousands of dis-
placed Palestinians in the
courtyard of Al-Agsa Martyrs
Hospital, killing four people,

including one woman, and
injuring others, Gaza’s Health
Ministry said. An Associated
Press journalist filmed men
rushing to the scene to retrieve
bodies while trying to extin-
guish the fire.

The Israeli military said it tar-
geted a Palestinian militant in
the strike, which it said caused
secondary explosions, “indicat-
ing the presence of weaponry
in the area”

The hospital in Deir al-Balah is
the main medical facility oper-
ating in central Gaza as many
others in the territory no longer
function. A separate strike on
a home near Deir al-Balah
killed a girl and her parents,
according to the hospital.
Another strike flattened a
house in northern Gaza, killing
at least eight people, including
three children, their parents
and their grandmother, accord-
ing to the Health Ministry. A
further three people were killed
in a strike on a vehicle in Gaza
City, according to the Civil
Defense first responders who
operate under the Hamas-run
government.

Palestinian militants in Gaza
fired at least five projectiles at
Israeli communities near the
border without causing casual-
ties or damage, the military
said. An Israeli strike on
Saturday at a school-turned-
shelter in Gaza City killed at

least 16 people and wounded
another 21, according to the
Health Ministry, which
announced the toll on Sunday.
Israel’s military, which regular-
ly accuses Palestinian mili-
tants of sheltering in civilian
areas, said it struck a Hamas
command center. The war in
Gaza was triggered by Hamas’
October 7 attack into Israel that
killed some 1,200 people, most-
ly civilians, and took around
250 people hostage.

Israel’s massive offensive in
response has killed at least
39,580 Palestinians, according
to Gaza’s Health Ministry,
which does not distinguish
between civilians and com-
batants. Heavy airstrikes and
ground operations have caused
widespread destruction and
displaced the vast majority of
Gaza’s 2.3 million people, often
multiple times.

Hezbollah and Israel have con-
tinued to trade fire along the
Lebanon border since the war
began, with the severity grow-
ing in recent months. The mil-
itant group says it's aimed at
relieving pressure on fellow
Iran-backed ally Hamas.

Jordan’s top envoy to
make rare Iran visit

Tehran (AP): Jordan’s foreign
minister is expected in Iran on
Sunday, as the United States and
its Arab allies try to prevent a
wider war after the back-to-
back killings of top Iran-allied
militants sparked vows of
revenge against Israel.

Ayman Safadi would be the first
senior Jordanian official to pay
an official visit to Iran in over
20 years. Jordan is a close
Western ally and helped inter-
cept scores of missiles and
drones fired by Iran toward
Israel in April. Iran said it was
retaliating for the killing of its
generals in an Israeli strike in
Syria.

Many fear Iran and its region-
al allies could launch a similar
attack following the killing of a
senior Hezbollah commander
in an Israeli strike on Beirut last
week and of Hamas’ top polit-
ical leader in an explosion in
Tehran a day later.

Both attacks were widely
blamed on Israel, which has
acknowledged killing the

Hezbollah commander. Iran,
Hezbollah and Hamas have
vowed to avenge the killings.
Safadi “will deliver a message
from His Majesty King
Abdullah IT to Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian on the sit-
uation in the region and bilat-
eral relations,” Jordan’s Foreign
Ministry said in a statement.
Safadi is expected to meet with
his counterpart, Ali Bagheri
Khan, and other senior officials
in Tehran later on Sunday,
Iran’s state-run IRNA news
agency reported. The last time
a senior Jordanian official trav-
eled to Iran on an official visit
was in 2004 when then-Prime
Minister Faisal al-Fayez went to
Tehran. Last week, Jordan sent
a lower-ranking official to the
inauguration of Iranian
President Masoud Pezeshkian.
Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh,
who was also in Tehran to
attend the ceremony, died in an
explosion that Iranian author-
ities have said was caused by a
short-range projectile.

Suspected missile attack by Yemen’s
Houthi rebels hits container ship

AP I DUBAI

Asuspected missile attack
by Yemen’s Houthi rebels
struck a container ship travel-
ling through the Gulf of Aden,
authorities said on Sunday,
likely the first assault by the
group since Israeli airstrikes
targeted them.

The Houthis have offered no
explanation for the two-week
pause in their attacks on ship-
ping through the Red Sea cor-
ridor, which have seen similar
slowdowns since the assaults
began in November over Israel's
war on Hamas in the Gaza
Strip. But the resumption
comes after the assassination of
Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh
in Iran, the Houthis main
benefactor, amid renewed con-
cerns over the war breaking out
into a regional conflict.

The attack on Saturday hap-
pened some 225 kilometers
(140 miles) southeast of Aden
in a stretch of the Gulf of Aden
that has seen numerous Houthi

Smoke rises after a strike in an area in Lebanon next to the Isragli-Lebanese border

at the Galilee region on Sunday

AP/PTI

attacks previously. A security
official on the vessel said a mis-
sile struck the vessel, but “no
fires, water ingress or oil leaks
have been observed’, according
to a statement from the British
military’s United Kingdom
Maritime Trade Operations
centre, a clearinghouse for
information on attacks in the
Mideast. The UKMTO did not

immediately identify the vessel
hit. The private security firm
Ambrey also reported the
attack. Details reported by the
two organisations suggested
the vessel targeted was the
Liberian-flagged container ship
Groton, which had left Fujairah
in the United Arab Emirates
bound for Jeddah, Saudi
Arabia. The Grotons Greek

managers did not immediate-
ly respond to a request for com-
ment. The Houthis did not
immediately claim the attack
Saturday. However, it can take
the rebels hours or even days
before they acknowledge an
assault.

The rebels have targeted more
than 70 vessels by firing mis-
siles and drones in their cam-
paign that have killed four
sailors. They have seized one
vessel and sunk two in the time
since. Other missiles and
drones have been either inter-
cepted by a US-led coalition in
the Red Sea or splashed down
before reaching their targets.
The Houthis maintain that
their attacks target ships linked
to Israel, the United States or
Britain as part of the rebels’
campaign they say seeks to
force an end to the Israel-
Hamas war in the Gaza Strip.
However, many of the ships
attacked have little or no con-
nection to the war — including
some bound for Iran.

world

100 arrested as
anti-immigrant

clashes

spread

across UK

PTI ® LONDON

olice forces across the UK

have made at least 100
arrests as violent clashes and
unrest involving anti-immigra-
tion far-right groups continued
to spread over the weekend,
with Prime Minister Keir
Starmer offering his full support
to officers to take firm action
against the “extremists”
Bricks being hurled, fireworks
thrown, windows of a hotel
housing asylum seekers
smashed, shops attacked and set
on fire and several scuffles
breaking out between mobs
and the police were among the
scenes of confrontation that
played out in Liverpool, Hull,
Bristol, Leeds, Blackpool, Stoke-
on-Trent, Belfast, Nottingham
and Manchester on Saturday.
UK Home Secretary Yvette
Cooper warned the mobs they
will “pay the price” for such
“criminal disorder and violent
thuggery”.
“Addressing the scenes of dis-
order we have seen, the Prime
Minister set out that the police
have our full support to take
action against extremists on our
streets who are attacking police
officers, disrupting local busi-
nesses and attempting to sow
hate by intimidating communi-
ties,” Downing Street said after
a high-level meeting of minis-
ters convened by Starmer on
Saturday.
“The Prime Minister ended by
saying the right to freedom of
expression and the violent dis-
order we have seen are two very
different things. He said there
is no excuse for violence of any
kind and reiterated that the gov-
ernment backs the police to
take all necessary action to
keep our streets safe,” the state-
ment added.
Groups that monitor anti-
Muslim incidents across the UK
have said there has been an
increase in reports from British
Muslims expressing concerns
for their safety, with many
scared to visit their local
mosques. “People particularly
are frightened because of the

colour of their skin, and that
cannot be right and that is
something this government
will take every action to deal
with,” UK Policing Minister
Diana Johnson told the BBC.
“When I saw people looting
some of the shops in the city
centre, that’s nothing to do
with genuine protest or people
having different opinions about
immigration. That’s about crim-
inal behaviour that needs to be
dealt with,” she said, warning
the culprits there are “sufficient
prison places” for such “crimi-
nal behaviour”

Officials at the UK Ministry of
Justice are said to be in discus-
sions with the judiciary, as well
as police chiefs and the Crown
Prosecution Service (CPS) for
magistrates’ courts to open
longer hours to speedily process
the expected surge in the num-
ber of people in custody for
riot-related offences.
Wales-born Axel Muganwa
Rudakubana, 17, from
Lancashire, has been charged
with the stabbing attack on the
Taylor Swift theme children’s
dance workshop in Southport,
north-west England, which was
the first site of the unrest ear-
lier in the week.

It was triggered after false
claims spread online that the
suspect, who is of Rwandan
heritage, was an asylum seeker
who had arrived in the UK on
a small boat. Since then, misin-
formation has continued to
spread across social media and
resulted in violent demonstra-
tions involving anti-immigrant
chants by protesters in different
parts of the country.
Merseyside Police in Southport
publicly identified the English
Defence League (EDL) as a key
factor — a group that does not
exist in a formal sense but its
founder, Tommy Robinson, is
associated with using the social
media space to whip up far-
right sentiments. Stand Up to
Racism, among the groups
organising some of the counter-
protests, has warned that the
activities of the extremist mobs
must not be “unopposed”

Harris rejects 'Trump’s offer
to shift presidential debate

PTI W WASHINGTON

emocratic presidential

nominee Kamala Harris
has rejected her Republican
rival Donald Trump’s offer to
shift the presidential debate to
the Fox News channel, media
reports said on Sunday.
Trump, 78, and President Joe
Biden — who was then in the
race to the White House —
agreed in May to participate in
two presidential debates. The
first was in June, hosted by
CNN, and the second - to be
hosted by ABC News - was
scheduled for September 10.
Biden withdrew from the race
last month, following which
Vice-President Harris, who is of
Indian and African heritage,
was declared the 2024 presiden-
tial nominee of the ruling
Democratic Party after she won
enough votes from Democratic
delegates in a virtual roll call.
On Saturday, Trump said that
he has agreed to an offer from

Fox News to hold a debate with
Vice President Harris on
September 4, shifting from the
original plan, CBS News report-
ed.

“I have agreed with FoxNews to
debate Kamala Harris on
Wednesday, September 4th.
The debate was previously
scheduled against Sleepy Joe
Biden on ABC, but has been
terminated in that Biden will no
longer be a participant, and I
am in litigation against ABC
Network and  George
Slopadopoulos, thereby creating
a conflict of interest,” he said.
Meanwhile, Harris took to X to
turn down Trump’s debate offer
on Fox News.

“It’s interesting how “any time,
any place” becomes “one specif-
ic time, one specific safe space”
I'll be there on September 10th,
like he agreed to. I hope to see
him there,” Harris said.

The Harris campaign also said
it will stick to the original plan
for an ABC News debate.

It said that “Donald Trump is
running scared” hoping that
Fox News will “bail him out” of
the debate he had already
agreed to with ABC News,
according to the report.

“He needs to stop playing
games and show up to the
debate he already committed to
on Sept. 10,” the report quoted
Michael Tyler, the Harris cam-
paign communication director,
as saying.

“The Vice President will be
there one way or the other to
take the opportunity to speak to
a prime-time national audi-
ence; Tyler said, adding that the
campaign is open to discussing
further debates but only after
the one both campaigns have
already agreed to takes place.
Last month, Harris challenged
Trump to a debate, provoking
him to say whatever he had “to
say to her face”

Harris would face Trump in
the general elections on
November 5.

Trump tears into Georgia’s Republican

AP W ATLANTA

Former President Donald
Trump picked a new fight
with Georgia’s Republican
governor as he campaigned in
the key swing state where he’s
looking to avenge his narrow
2020 loss — a defeat he con-
tinues to blame on Republican
officials based on his false the-
ories of election fraud.
Governor Brian Kemp, Trump
wrote on his social media
site, “should focus his efforts
on fighting Crime, not fight-
ing Unity and the Republican
Party!” He also criticised
Kemp’s wife, Marty, and
alleged that both Kemps were
once grateful for his endorse-
ment when Brian Kemp won
the 2018 governor’s race.

In a subsequent post, Trump
railed on Kemp for defying his
demands to help overturn
Trump’s narrow 2020 loss in
the state. And at his rally, he
went on about Kemp for sev-
eral minutes and blamed him
for his loss to Democratic
President Joe Biden and for

not stopping a local district
attorney from prosecuting
him and several associates
for his efforts to overturn the
results.

On X, Kemp told Trump to
“leave my family out of it” and
urged him to stop “engaging
in petty personal insults,
attacking fellow Republicans,
or dwelling on the past”

The back and forth came just
ahead of an afternoon rally,
when thousands of supporters
packed the same Atlanta arena
as Vice President Kamala
Harris’ backers did four days
earlier. Georgia is likely to see
another closely contested elec-
tion as both campaigns push
hard in the state, with
Democrats riding a new wave
of enthusiasm after Biden
dropped his reelection bid
and endorsed Harris.
Trump’s Republican allies have
urged him to focus on issues
where they see an advantage
over Harris, notably the econ-
omy and immigration. While
Trump attacked the likely
Democratic nominee on both

issues, he also again brought
up his debunked claims about
fraud in 2020 and suggested
he regretted endorsing Kemp
two years earlier.

And he tied crime in Georgia’s
capital city to Kemp’s inabili-
ty to turn around what Trump
portrayed as lax crime reduc-
tion efforts supported by
Harris.

“Your governor ought to get
off his ass and do something
about it,” he said.

Biden beat Trump in the state
by 11,779 votes in 2020.
Trump pressured Georgia’s
Republican Secretary of State
Brad Raffensperger to “find”
enough votes to change the
outcome. Trump was later
indicted in Georgia for his
efforts to overturn the elec-
tion, but the case remains on
hold while courts decide
whether the Fulton County
district attorney can continue
to prosecute it.

Meanwhile, Kemp has proven
to be the rare Republican
nationally who could hold
his ground against Trump

without sacrificing his power
or popularity — and ulti-
mately, he has expanded it.
Kemp won the governor’s
office narrowly in 2018, after
garnering Trump’s endorse-
ment. But Trump blasted him
after the 2020 election when
Kemp certified Biden’s slate of
electors, defying the then-
president’s demands to help
overturn Trump’s narrow loss
in his state.

Trump backed a primary rival

governor

against Kemp in 2022 — for-
mer Sen. David Perdue, who
spoke at Saturday’s rally — but
the governor trounced him on
his way to defeating Democrat
Stacey Abrams, a national star
in her party, by 7.5 percentage
points, a veritable blowout in
a battleground state.

Kemp will chair the
Republican  Governor’s
Association for the 2026 elec-
tion cycle, when he is leaving
office. And he’s widely known
to be national Republicans’
top choice to take on
Democratic US Sen. Jon
Ossoff in that midterm cycle.
Erick Erickson, a prominent
conservative host in Georgia,
said of Trump, “He can’t help
himself”

“Donald Trump is really try-
ing to build unity in Georgia
by attacking the sitting
Republican Governor whose
ground game he will need to
win and also that Governor’s
wife,” Erickson wrote on X.
“And if he loses, it’ll be
because of this stuff, not a
stolen election”

Mystery

AP B WARSAW

hen Russia invaded

Ukraine in February
2022, reporters from around
the world rushed to the Polish-
Ukrainian border to cover an
exodus of refugees fleeing
Russian bombs.
Among them was Pablo
Gonzalez, a freelance journal-
ist from Spain who had been
based in Poland since 2019,
working for Spanish news
agency EFE, Voice of America
and other outlets. Warsaw-
based reporters knew him as an
outgoing colleague who liked to
drink beer and sing karaoke
into the wee hours of the
morning.
Two and a half years later, he
was sent to Moscow as part of
a prisoner swap, leaving behind
both mysteries about who he
really was and concerns about
how Poland handled a case in
which he was accused of being
a Russian agent.
In the first days of the war,

around Pablo Gonzalez: Spanish journalist

Gonzélez provided stand-up
reports to TV viewers in Spain
against a backdrop of refugees
arriving at the train station in
the Polish border town of
Przemysl.

But less than week into the war,
Polish security agents entered
the room he was staying in and
arrested him. They accused
him of “participating in foreign
intelligence activities against
Poland” and said he was an
agent of the GRU, Russian
military intelligence.

Friends were astonished —
and, as Poland held Gonzalez
without trial for months that
turned into years, some grew
sceptical and organised protests
in Spain demanding his release.
Authorities have never detailed
the accusations.

But on Thursday evening, the
burly 42-year-old with a shaved
head and beard was welcomed
home by President Vladimir
Putin after being freed in the
largest prisoner swap since the
Soviet era.

His inclusion in the deal
appears to confirm suspicions
that Gonzédlez was a Russian
operative using his cover as a
journalist.
Born Pavel Rubtsov in 1982 in
then-Soviet Moscow, Gonzalez
went to Spain with his Spanish
mother at age 9, where he
became a citizen and received
the Spanish name of Pablo
Gonzalez Yagiie. He went into
journalism, working for outlets
Publico, La Sexta and Gara, a
Basque nationalist newspaper.
It’s not clear what led Poland to
arrest him. The investigation
remains classified and the
spokesman for the secret ser-
vices told The Associated Press
that he could not say anything
beyond what was in a brief
statement. Poland is on high
alert after a string of arrests of
espionage suspects and sabo-
tage, part of what the authori-
ties view as hybrid warfare by
Russia and Belarus against the
West.

Polish security ser-

vices said Poland included him
in the deal due to the close
Polish-American alliance and
“common security interests”. In
their statement, they said that
“Pavel Rubtsov, a GRU officer
arrested in Poland in 2022,
(had been) carrying out intel-
ligence tasks in Europe”

The head of Britain’s MI6
agency, Sir Richard Moore,
said at the Aspen Security
Forum in 2022 that Gonzilez
was an “illegal” who was arrest-
ed in Poland after “masquerad-
ing as a Spanish journalist”.
“He was trying to go into
Ukraine to be part of their
destabilizing efforts there,
Moore said.

Another hint at his activities
came from independent
Russian outlet Agentstvo,
which reported that in 2016
Rubtsov befriended and spied
on Zhanna Nemtsova, the
daughter of Russian opposition
leader Boris Nemtsov, who
was murdered in Moscow in
2015.

Poland-based journalists who
knew Gonzélez said he used his
base in Poland to travel to for-
mer Soviet countries including
Ukraine and Georgia. He had
alicense to operate a drone and
used it to film Auschwitz-
Birkenau from the air for cov-
erage on the 75th anniversary
of the death camp’s liberation
in 2020.

Voice of America, a US-gov-
ernment funded organisation,
confirmed that he worked
briefly for them, but they have
since removed any of his work
from their website.

“Pablo Gonzalez contributed to
a few VOA stories as a free-
lancer over a relatively short
period of time starting in late
2020,” spokesperson Emily
Webb said in reply to an
emailed query. “As a freelancer
who provided content to a
number of media outlets, his
services were arranged through
a third-party company used by
news organisations around the
world”

“At no time did he have any
access to any VOA systems or
VOA credentials,” Webb said.
“As soon as VOA learned of the
allegations, we removed his
material”

Because Poland’s justice system
was politicized under a populist
government that ruled in 2015-
23, some activists worried
about whether his rights were
respected. Reporters Without
Borders was among the groups
that called for him to be put on
trial or released.

The group stands by its posi-
tion that he should not have
been held that long without
trial. “You are innocent until a
trial proves you guilty;” Alfonso
Bauluz, the head of the group’s
office in Spain told AP on
Friday. He expressed frustra-
tion at the silence around the
case, and the fact that there will
apparently not be a trial at all,
saying Poland has not pre-
sented the evidence it has
against him.

But the group also says it

or Russian spy?

expects Gonzalez to provide an
explanation now that he is
free. Jaap Arriens, a Dutch
video journalist based in
Warsaw, hung out with the man
he knew as Pablo in Warsaw
and Kyiv, as well as in Przemysl
shortly before his arrest.
Arriens described him as a
friendly, funny man with a
macho demeanour and a chest
covered in tattoos that he once
showed off in a bar.
Gonzélez mostly fit in, but
seemed better-off than the
average freelance journalist.
He always seemed to have the
newest and most expensive
phones and computers, work-
ing at the Poland-Ukraine bor-
der with the latest 14-inch
MacBook Pro. He had plenty of
money to spend in bars.
He recalled Gonzalez once say-
ing: “Life is good, life is almost
too good”

“And I thought:
Man, freelance life is never too
good. What are you talking
about?’ I don’t know any free-

lancer who talks like this”
Gonzalez, whose grandfather
emigrated from Spain to the
Soviet Union as a child during
the Spanish Civil War, was
known as a Basque nationalist
with ties to the region’s inde-
pendence movement.

Russia is suspected of sup-
porting separatist movements
in Spain and elsewhere in an
effort to destabilise Europe.
Gonzalez wife in Spain had
been advocating on his behalf
during his detention in Poland,
even though they were not liv-
ing together at the time of his
arrest. Over the past years, the
suspect’s supporters ran an
account on Twitter, now X, to
advocate for his release.
When he was sent to Moscow
on Thursday, the
@FreePabloGonzalez account
tweeted: “This is our last tweet:
Pablo is finally free. Endless
thanks to all” Those who have
followed the case are now
awaiting Gonzalez’s next
moves.
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Children at msk nl tying in famine-hit Darfur

AP W CAIRO

Malnourished children in a
famine-hit camp for war-
displaced people in Sudan's
western region of Darfur are at
risk of dying, an aid group said
Sunday, because it was forced
to ration malnutrition treat-
ment due to a blockade
imposed by a notorious para-
military group.

Doctors Without Borders said
the Rapid Support Forces,
which have besieged al-Fasher
city as part of its war against
the Sudanese military, have
blocked three trucks carrying
lifesaving medical supplies,
including therapeutic food,
for the city and the nearby
Zamzam camp where famine
was confirmed last week.
Sudan plunged into chaos in
April last year when simmer-
ing tensions between the mil-
itary and the RSF developed
into open fighting in the cap-
ital, Khartoum, before spread-
ing across the northeastern
African country. Darfur saw
some of the worst and most
devastating bouts of fighting in

the war.

The conflict has killed thou-
sands of people and pushed
many into starvation. It creat-
ed the world's largest displace-
ment crisis with more than 10
million people forced to flee
their homes since April 2023,
according to the U.N.
Migration agency. Over 2 mil-

lion of those fled to neighbor-
ing countries.

International experts in the
Famine Review Committee
confirmed Thursday that star-
vation at Zamzam camp, where
up to 600,000 people shelter,
has grown into full famine.
International experts use set
criteria to confirm the exis-

S
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tence of famines. A famine is
declared in an area when one
in five people or households
severely lack food and face
starvation and destitution that
would ultimately lead to crit-
ical levels of acute malnutrition
and death.

In Zamzam camp, which has
swelled with the arrival of

new displaced people, many
children are in critical condi-
tion, Doctors Without Borders
said, adding that the malnutri-
tion ward at its field hospital in
the camp is overcrowded with
a 126% bed occupancy rate.
The group said RSF fighters
have blocked the trucks in the
town of Kabkabiya for over a
month, adding that it was
forced to limit the number of
children receiving therapeutic
food in the overcrowded camp
as its stock of medicine covers
only two weeks.
“Deliberately obstructing or
delaying humanitarian cargo is
putting the lives of thousands
of children at-risk as they are
cut-off from receiving life-
saving treatment,” it said on
social media platform X.
There was no immediate com-
ment from the RSE

The RSF has imposed a siege
on el-Fasher in its monthslong
attempt to take it from the mil-
itary and its allied rebel groups.
The city, the provincial capital
of North Darfur, is the last
stronghold for the military in
the war-torn Darfur region.

11 killed due to torrential
rains 1n northwest Pakistan

PTI B PESHAWAR

tleast 11 people died in the

last 24 hours due to torren-
tial monsoon rains that caused
flash floods and roof collapses
in northwest Pakistan on
Sunday, authorities said.

At least seven deaths were
reported from Tank and Karak
districts of the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa province, bor-
dering Afghanistan.

Three people died when the
roof of their house collapsed
due to heavy rains in Tank dis-

trict, the Provincial Disaster
Management Authority said.

It added that four people died
after they were swept away in
Karak district.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief
Minister Ali Amin Gandapur
expressed grief and sorrow
over the deaths and announced
compensation for the families
hit by the rains.

Gandapur also directed the
respective district administra-
tions to provide the best pos-
sible assistance and relief to the
people affected by the rains.

Four years after the Beirut port blast, many
decry stalled | JUS ioe as reg|onal tensions spike

AP W BEIRUT

Four years ago, Helen Ata got
a call from someone she
didn't know telling her that a
massive explosion at the Beirut
port had caused her building to
collapse. Her brothers were
trapped under the rubble.
One of them, Issam, survived,
with a permanent disability in
his right leg. Her twin brother
Abdo, whom she calls her
“other half]” died.

“We will never feel safe again,”
she told The Associated Press,
sitting next to a portrait of
Abdo.

The port blast anniversary
Sunday comes as the region
braces for retaliation after an
Israeli strike killed a senior
Hezbollah commander in
Beirut and an explosion in
Tehran, widely blamed on
Israel, killed top Hamas leader
Ismail Haniyeh. For many, the
fears of a new escalation come
as wounds of the port explosion
four years ago remain raw.
On August 4, 2020, hundreds
of tons of ammonium nitrate

detonated in a Beirut Port
warehouse. The gigantic blast
tore through the Lebanese cap-
ital, killing at least 218 people,
according to an AP count,
wounded more than 6,000 oth-
ers, and devastated large swaths
of Beirut, causing billions of
dollars in damages.

The blast stunned the nation
and a probe by a maverick
investigative judge into the
explosion shook the country's
ruling elite, rife with corruption
and mismanagement. However,
years of obstructions by top
officials to dodge accountabil-
ity and stall the probe have
hampered hopes for justice.
“Four years later, there is not a

Imran says ‘army
should apologise’

PTI B ISLAMABAD

akistan's jailed former prime

minister Imran Khan has
refused to apologise for the
May 9 riots that erupted after
his arrest last year and claimed
that it was the Army that owed
him an apology since he was
“abducted” by the paramilitary
rangers on the day of the vio-
lence.
Khan, 71, was on May 9, 2023,
arrested by the Pakistan
Rangers from the Islamabad
High Court premises during
his appearance in a corruption
case.
His arrest sparked countrywide
protests and riots by Pakistan
Tehreek-e-Insaf supporters
who damaged civilian as well as
military installations across
the country.
Army spokesman Maj Gen
Ahmed Sharif on May 7 this
year said any dialogue with the
PTI could happen if the party
apologised for its “politics of
anarchy”.
The statement was followed by
calls from different quarters
that Khan founded PTI to
apologise for the “Black Day”
violence.
Khan during a media talk on
Saturday at the Adiala Jail in
Rawalpindi when asked
whether he would tender an
apology for the May 9 violence,
said he had no reason to apol-
ogise, further adding that he
was arrested by the rangers
headed by a serving major
general from the premises of
the Islamabad High Court, the
Dawn newspaper reported.
The former premier, who over
the past few weeks has repeat-
edly expressed his willingness
to talk to the army and not with
the government, reiterating his
position, said he would only
hold talks with the “real author-
ity” as negotiations with the
government were “a futile exer-
cise”. He alleged that talks with
the government would be
counterproductive as there is
an unannounced martial law in
the field.
The cricketer-turned-politician
also added that talks with “peo-
ple in the power corridors”

would be within the ambit of
the Constitution.

Dawn further reported that
responding to a question that
senior politician and his ally
Mahmood Khan Achakzai has
declined to become the focal
person for proposed talks with
the establishment, Khan said
the senior leader had been
nominated to negotiate with
political parties.

Earlier this week, the former
premier said his party was
ready for talks with the military
establishment but laid down
preconditions: the return of his
party’s “stolen mandate”, the
rele-ase of all detained party
workers, and the holding of
transparent elections.

Khan also urged the military to
nominate their representatives
for talks.

Talking about his prison woes,
the former prime minister said
he twice suffered from food
poisoning as he had no refrig-
erator in his cell to preserve the
food properly.

Referring to the new
Toshakhana reference in which
he and his wife Bushra Bibi are
the accused, Khan said the case
was a “clear violation of the
National Accountability
Ordinance”.

He claimed still having in his
possession the Graff watch,
which he is accused of selling
in the NAB reference.

Khan said he had moved his
valuable possessions to a safer
location following a raid at his
Banigala residence in March
last year.

He warned of legal proceedings
against the NAB chairman,
interior minister and those
officers who implicated him in
“false cases”.

Earlier, the accountability court
adjourned till August 7 the pro-
ceedings in the 190 million
pounds Al-Qadir Trust corrup-
tion case. Since Khan’s counsel
was unavailable, the cross-
examination of investigation
officer Mian Umar could not
be completed. The PTT leader’s
legal team in an application
before Judge Nasir Javed Rana
requested that Khan be allowed
to call his children.

single detainee,” Ata said.
“There is a crime, and there are
accused, but there are no crim-
inals”
Judge Tarek Bitar is the second
investigator to lead the probe
into the port blast. He has
charged over a dozen senior
political, security, port and
security officials. Most of the
families of the victims rallying
for justice have backed him, but
senior officials have repeated-
ly refused to show up for ques-
tioning since the start of the
investigation.
Karim Nammour, a lawyer
with the Lebanese watchdog
group Legal Agenda, said the
case has rattled officials because
it exposed the dangers of the
“criminal incompetence” of
how they have run the country
for decades.
Lebanon's political leadership
has accused Bitar, without pro-
viding evidence, of being biased
in his investigation, and some
even demanded his removal
while filing legal complaints
against him that have stalled
the investigation for years.

Flood damage: Putin offers
disaster aid to N Korea

AP W SEOUL

ussian President Vladimir

Putin offered humanitari-
an assistance to help North
Korea cope with damages from
recent floods, both countries
said, in another sign of expand-
ing relations between the two
nations.
In a message to North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un on
Saturday, Putin “extended deep
sympathy and support” and
conveyed his willingness to
provide immediate disaster aid
to help North Korea recover
from the floods, the North’s
official Korean Central News
Agency reported Sunday.
Russia’s state news agency Tass
carried a similar report, saying
that Putin told Kim in the mes-
sage: “You can always count on
our assistance and support.”
Ties between North Korea and
Russia have been improving
significantly amid widespread

outside beliefs that North
Korea has supplied convention-
al weapons to Russia for its war
in Ukraine in return for mili-
tary and economic assistance.
During a meeting in
Pyongyang in June, Kim and
Putin signed a pact stipulating
mutual military assistance if
either country is attacked, in
what was considered the two
countries’ biggest defence deal
since the end of the Cold War.
Kim expressed his gratitude to
Putin over the offer for aid, say-
ing he “could deeply feel the
special emotion towards a gen-
uine friend in the most difficult
period” But Kim said North
Korea has established its own
rehabilitation plans and will ask
for Russian assistance later if it
is needed, according to KCNA.
Heavy rains in North Korea’s
northwestern region on July 27
flooded 4,100 houses, 7,410
acres of agricultural fields and
numerous other public build-

ings, roads and railways,
according to KCNA. The scale
of casualties isn’t known.
KCNA recently quoted Kim as
saying the flood caused a “casu-
alty that cannot be allowed” but
didn’t elaborate.

On Thursday, rival South
Korea also offered humanitar-
ian support to North Korea.
Observers say North Korea
will likely ignore or turn down
the South Korean proposal, as
animosities between the two
countries are at one of their
highest points in years.
During a Friday visit to a mil-
itary unit involved in opera-
tions to evacuate residents
stranded by the floods, Kim
called South Korea “scum” as
he lambasted what he called
“rubbish” South Korean media
for allegedly tarnishing the
North’s image by exaggerating
the death tolls from the floods.
Kim didn’t mention South
Korea’s offer to provide aid.

world

Indian student charged
for falsifying records

PTI W NEW YORK

19-year-old Indian student,

who was arrested and
charged with falsifying records
to gain admission in a US uni-
versity, will have to return to
India under a plea deal entered
into with American authorities.
Aryan Anand had submitted
fake and falsified documents to
secure admission into Lehigh
University, a private research
university in Pennsylvania for
the 2023-2024 academic year.
A report in the Lehigh
University’s student newspaper
“The Brown and White, said last
month that a police investiga-
tion had found that Anand had
falsified admission and finan-
cial aid documents. He had
even “faked his father’s death”
as part of the conspiracy to
obtain admission and scholar-
ship, it said.
Anand was arraigned by
Magisterial District Judge
Jordan Knisley on June 12,
with a bail of USD 25,000. He
pleaded guilty to one count of
forgery. As part of the plea deal,
he was sentenced to one to
three months in Northampton
County Prison, “which
amounted to a time-served
sentence’, lehighvalleylive.com
quoted defence attorney Molly
Heidorn as saying.

As part of the deal, Anand is
required to return to India and
Lehigh chose not to seek resti-
tution of about USD 85,000. He
was released to the custody of
US Immigration and Customs
Enforcement.

According to a release issued by
the office of Northampton
County’s district attorney
Stephen Baratta, Anand had
created a fake email address
impersonating a school princi-
pal, the report in lehighval-
leylive.com said. The release
had said that Anand’s father is
alive and in India.

Anand’s forgery came to light
after a post he shared on the
social media site Reddit titled
T have built my life and career
on lies’ prompted the investiga-
tion into his case. In that anony-
mous post, he had laid out the
details of his fraudulent scheme.
The Brown and White report
said that the investigation began
when a Reddit monitor notified
Lehigh’s Admissions
Department of the post on
April 26. “The criminal com-
plaint revealed the thread was
authored by someone with the
u s e r n a m e
‘u/transportationOK4728, and
‘the creator was following only
one University group of Reddit
and that University was Lehigh
University]” the report said.

Further investigation by the
Lehigh police identified Anand
as the author of the post, which
has since been deleted but in
which he had outlined his
scheme. Anand had indicated
that he “created a fake email
address in the format of prin-
cipal@schoolname.com for his
application, submitted a death
certificate for his father to
acquire additional hardship
financial aid, falsified tax doc-
umentation, altered his sec-
ondary school year 1-3 tran-
scripts and created a false
“Senior School Certificate
Examination” to show success
in his final year of secondary
school’, the report said.
Anand said it was “all for the
purpose of securing admission
and financial aid to attend a
university in the United States”
The criminal complaint filed by
the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania on April 30
accused Anand of violating the
statutes of forgery, tampering
with records or identification,
theft by deception and theft of
services. “Metadata revealed
the death certificate and tax
documents were altered using
the “iLovePDF” website, and
the academic documents were
modified using Adobe
Photoshop,” according to the
criminal complaint.

Ukraine intensifies long-range strikes

AP H KYIV

kraine has sunk a Russian

submarine and hit a
Russian airfield in the past 24
hours, in line with a surge of
long-range attacks against
Russian targets, officials said.
Russia said Ukrainian drones
also hit an apartment building,
killing one person.
The uptick in attacks since
July come as Ukraine mounts
pressure on allies to allow it to
use long-range missiles to strike
targets in Russia. Western allies,
in particular the US, have so far
resisted, fearing escalation from
Moscow.
Ukraine struck a Russian Kilo-
class submarine and an S-400
anti aircraft missile complex in
the Moscow-occupied Crimean
peninsula, according to a state-
ment from the General Staff on
Saturday. The air defence sys-

tem was established to protect
the Kerch Strait Bridge, an
important logistics and trans-
port hub supplying Russian
forces.

Units of the missile forces, as
well as the Navy damaged four
launchers of the Triumph air
defense system, while in the
port of Sevastopol, the “Rostov-
on-Don” — a submarine of
Russia’s Black Sea fleet — was
attacked and sank, the state-
ment said.

The General Staff also con-
firmed that Ukrainian forces
struck the Morozovsk airfield
in the Rostov region after
launching a massive drone bar-
rage on Russia. Hits were
recorded in warehouses with
ammunition, where guided
aerial bombs were stored. The
operation was carried out by
the Security Service of Ukraine,
the Main Directorate of

Intelligence and the Defence
Ministry, the statement said.
Meanwhile, Belgorod Gov.
Vyacheslav Gladkov said that a
woman was killed in a
Ukrainian drone strike on an
apartment building in the town
of Shebekino early Sunday.
Ukrainian drones also dam-
aged several other buildings in
the town, he said.

Gladkov said eight civilians
have been wounded in the
region by Ukrainian shelling
and dozens of drone strikes
since the previous day. In the
span of a month, Russia has
experienced a surge in the
tempo of Ukrainian drone bar-
rages and long-range attacks,
targeting Russian military
infrastructure, including air-
fields and oil depots. Analysts
say such an intensification is
needed if Ukraine is to degrade
Russian capabilities.

Albanians vote for new
mayor of Greek town

Qeparo (AP): Albanians in the
southwestern town of Himara
are to vote Sunday for a new
mayor after their previous
choice, a member of the coun-
try’s ethnic Greek minority, was
stripped of his title, convicted
and imprisoned on vote-buying
charges in what he and neigh-
boring Greece have claimed
was a politically motivated case.
Voting started on Sunday with
less than 7% of about 23,000 vot-
ers casting their ballots in the
first two hours, according to the
Central Election Commission,
the country’s governing election
body. The process js normal and
without any problems so far, it
said. Some minor technical
issues in some polling stations,
with the election documenta-
tion, management or voters’
identity cards have been report-
ed by local media.

Media also has reported that at
least four buses have come from
neighboring Greece with local-
ly registered voters. Both rival

candidates have invested in
bringing Albanian immigrants
back to cast their ballots, a nor-
mal move in every election in
the tiny Balkan country.

The case against Fredis Beleris,
a dual Albanian-Greek nation-
al who was elected to the
European Parliament with
Greece’s governing conserva-
tive party in June, has strained
relations between Tirana and
Athens, with Greece threatening
to hold up Albania’s bid to join
the European Union. Beleris, 51,
was arrested two days before the
May 14, 2023, municipal elec-
tions in Himara, a town popu-
lated by ethnic Greeks on what
has been dubbed the Albanian
Riviera, a coastal region with
burgeoning tourist development
that has been rife with proper-
ty disputes. He was charged and
ultimately convicted of offering
about 40,000 Albanian leks (360
euros, $390) to buy eight votes,
and is serving a two-year prison
sentence.

Nigerian leader
calls for end to
hardship protests

Abuja (AP): Nigeria’s leader on
Sunday called for an end to
mass protests over economic
hardship, saying the rallies
have turned violent and blam-
ing “a few with a political
agenda” for driving them.
The protests, which began
Thursday, have been accompa-
nied by reports of looting and
vandalism, as well as accusa-
tions that security forces have
used excessive force. Amnesty
International has reported the
deaths of nine protesters in
clashes with police, while
another four were killed by a
bomb. The Nigerian police
denied the Amnesty report.
“I have heard you loud and
clear,” President Bola Tinubu
said in his first public remarks
on the demonstrations. “I
understand the pain and frus-
tration that drive these protests,
and I want to assure you that
our government is committed
to listening and addressing the
concerns of our citizens”

Debby moving towards Flori

AP B MIAMI

Atroplcal depression
strengthened into Tropical
Storm Debby north of Cuba on
Saturday and was predicted to
become a hurricane as it moves
through the Gulf of Mexico on
a collision course with the
Florida coast.

The National Hurricane Centre
said in an update posted at 5am
Sunday that Debby was locat-
ed about 195 miles (315 kilome-
tres) south-southwest of Tampa,
Florida, and about 255 miles
(410 kilometres) south-south-
west of Cedar Key, Florida. The
storm was moving north-
northwest at 13 mph (20 kph)
with maximum sustained
winds of 50 mph (85 kph). The
storm was strengthening over
the southeastern Gulf and
expected to be a hurricane
before making landfall in the
Big Bend region of Florida, the
hurricane centre said.

Wind and thunderstorms have
spread over a broad area includ-

ing southern Florida, the
Florida Keys and the Bahamas.
A hurricane warning and trop-
ical storm warnings were in
effect for sections of Florida’s
coast and a tropical storm
watch was added for coastal
Georgia in the latest advisory.
Debby is likely to bring drench-
ing rain and coastal flooding to
much of Florida’s Gulf Coast by
Sunday night and predictions
show the system could come
ashore as a hurricane Monday
and cross over northern Florida
into the Atlantic Ocean.
Forecasters warn it also could
drop heavy rains over north
Florida and the Atlantic coasts
of Georgia, South Carolina
and North Carolina early next
week.

Debby is the fourth named
storm of the 2024 Atlantic
hurricane season after Tropical
Storm Alberto, Hurricane Beryl
and Tropical Storm Chris, all of
which formed in June.

The National Hurricane Center
in Miami predicted the system

will strengthen as it curves off
the southwest Florida coast,
where the water has been
extremely warm.
Intensification was expected to
proceed more quickly later on
Sunday.

A hurricane warning was
issued for parts of the Big
Bend and the Florida
Panhandle, while tropical
storm warnings were posted for
Florida’s West Coast, the south-
ern Florida Keys and Dry
Tortugas. A tropical storm
watch extended farther west
into the Panhandle. A warning
means storm conditions are
expected within 36 hours,
while a watch means they are
possible within 48 hours.
Tropical storms and hurri-
canes can trigger river flooding
and overwhelm drainage sys-
tems and canals. Forecasters
warned of 6 to 12 inches
(150mm to 300 mm) of rain
and up to 18 inches (450 mm)
in isolated areas, which could
create “locally considerable”

da with hurricane warnings

flash and urban flooding.
Forecasters also warned of
moderate flooding for some
rivers along Floridas West
Coast.

Some of the heaviest rains
could actually come next week
along the Atlantic Coast from
Jacksonville, Florida, through
coastal regions of Georgia,
South Carolina and North
Carolina. The storm is expect-
ed to slow down after making
landfall.

“We could see a stall or a
meandering motion around
coastal portions of the south-
eastern United States,” National
Hurricane Center Director
Michael Brennan said in a
Saturday briefing. “So that’s
going to exacerbate not just the
rainfall risk, but also the poten-
tial for storm surge and some
strong winds”

Flat Florida is prone to flood-
ing even on sunny days, and
the storm was predicted to
bring a surge of 2 to 4 feet (0.6
to 1.2 metres) along most of the

Gulf Coast, including Tampa
Bay, with a storm tide of up to
7 feet (2.1 metres) north of
there in the sparsely populat-
ed Big Bend region.
Forecasters warned of “a dan-
ger of life-threatening storm
surge inundation” in a region
that includes Hernando Beach,
Crystal River, Steinhatchee and
Cedar Key. Officials in Citrus
and Levy counties ordered a
mandatory evacuation of
coastal areas, while those in
Hernando, Manatee, Pasco and
Taylor counties called for vol-
untary evacuations. Shelters
opened in those and some
other counties.

Citrus County Sheriff Mike
Prendergast estimated 21,000
people live in his county’s evac-
uation zone. Officials rescued
73 people from storm surge
flooding during last year’s
Hurricane Idalia. Prendergast
said by phone that he hopes not
to have a repeat with Debbie.
“After the storm surge does
come in, we simply don't have

enough first responders in our
agency and among the other
first responders in the county
to go in and rescue everybody
that might need to be rescued,”
he said.

Governor Ron DeSantis
declared a state of emergency
for 61 of Florida’s 67 counties,
with the National Guard acti-
vating 3,000 guard members.
Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp
made his own emergency
proclamation on Saturday.
The White House said feder-
al and Florida officials were in
touch and FEMA “pre-posi-
tioned” resources including
water and food.

In Tampa alone, officials gave
out more than 30,000 sand-
bags to barricade against
flooding. “We’ve got our
stormwater drains cleared out.
We've got our generators all
checked and full. We're doing
everything that we need to be
prepared to face a tropical
storm,” Tampa Mayor Jane
Castor said.
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RBl likely to keep interest rate

PTI W MUMBAI

Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) is likely to keep the
key interest unchanged at 6.5
per cent on Thursday, and
wait for more
macroeconomic data before
taking a call on rate cut in line
with expectations, experts
said.

The US Federal Reserve has
decided to maintain a status
quo on its interest rate for
now and indicated there
could be monetary policy
easing in the coming months.
Amid persisting inflationary
pressures, RBI will be closely
tracking the US monetary
policy  trajectory  before
changing its stance on interest
rate, which has remained
unchanged since February
2023, experts opined.

The  Monetary  Policy
Committee (MPC) may also
refrain from rate cut as
economic growth is picking
up, notwithstanding the
elevated interest rate of 6.5
per cent (repo rate).

The meeting of the Reserve
Bank Governor Shaktikanta
Das headed MPC s

L A N
scheduled for August 6 to 8.

Das will announce the
decision of the rate-setting
panel on  August 8
(Thursday).

The central bank last hiked
the repo rate to 6.5 per cent in
February 2023 and since then
it has held the rate at same
level in its last seven bi-
monthly monetary policy
reviews.

"We do expect a status-quo
position to be adopted by RBI
in the forthcoming credit
policy. Inflation remains high
even today at 5.1 per cent and

while this will come down
numerically in the coming
months, it will be more due to
the base effect," said Madan
Sabnavis, Chief Economist,
Bank of Baroda.

He further said growth is on
the stable path which means
that the present interest rate
situation does not militate
against business.

"The RBI would rather wait
and be sure that inflation is on
the downward path on a
durable basis before taking
any action. While we do not
expect any change in GDP

%, Say expenrts

forecast, there is a possibility
of new guidance on inflation
numbers," Sabnavis said.
Aditi Nayar, Chief Economist,
ICRA, said that high growth
in FY2024, combined with the
inflation of 4.9 per cent in
first quarter of the current
fiscal are unlikely to shift the
voting pattern of the four
members who voted for a
status quo in the June 2024
meeting towards a change in
stance or rate cut in the
August 2024 meeting itself.
"If the food inflation outlook
turns favourable on the back
of a normal distribution of
rains in the second half of the
monsoon season, and in the
absence of global or domestic
shocks, a stance change is
possible in October 2024.
This could be followed by a 25
bps rate cut each in December
2024 and February 2025, with
an extended pause thereafter,"
she said.

Last month, Governor Das
had said the question of
change of stance on interest
rate is quite premature given
the gap between current
inflation and 4 per cent
target.
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India seeks duty concession on cars, machinery,

commercial vehicles in FTA with Sri [Lanka

PTI B NEW DELHI

India is seeking customs
duty concession on a
number of goods including
cars, commercial vehicles and
machinery from Sri Lanka
under a comprehensive free
trade agreement (FTA), talks
for which are underway, an
official said.

India has also sought easier
visa norms to further
facilitate entry of
professionals from here, the
official said. The 14th round
of talks between senior
officials of India and Sri
Lanka was concluded recently
in Colombo.

Issues which came up for the
talks included rules of origin,
goods, services, and technical
barriers for trade.

On the other hand, Sri Lanka
has sought removal of a quota
on apparel exports to India.
The island nation is also
asking for duty concessions
on tea and certain agricultural
commodities.

The official said that as
elections are announced in Sri
Lanka, the next round of
negotiations between the two
countries will be held after
that.

The two nations have already
implemented a free trade
agreement in goods and now

they are negotiating to
expand the pact by including
more goods and services.

The India-Sri Lanka Free
Trade Agreement (ISFTA)
came into force in March
2000. It enhanced economic
relations between the two
countries by reducing tariffs
on a wide range of goods.

Since the original ISFTA
focused solely on goods, both
countries have been
negotiating for several years

to expand it into a
Comprehensive  Economic
Partnership Agreement
(CEPA), which would include
services, investment, and
other areas of economic
cooperation.

Under the current FTA, India
allowed limited imports of
garments from Sri Lanka at a
50 per cent tariff (or customs

duty) concession for up to 8
million pieces annually, with a
requirement that 6 million of
these pieces use Indian fabric.
Additionally, India offered a
50 per cent tariff concession
on up to 15 million kg of tea
from Sri Lanka each year.
Think tank Global Trade
Research Initiative (GTRI)
said that Sri Lanka may be
seeking removal of the quota
on garments, especially
considering that India has
allowed duty-free imports of
garments from Bangladesh
under the South Asia Free
Trade Agreement (SAFTA)
for Least Developed
Countries (LDCs).

"However agreeing to this
request may not be easy for
India as allowing duty free
imports has led to a
significant  increase  in

garment  imports  from
Bangladesh, growing from
USD 144.25 million in
FY'2014 to USD 739.06
million in FY'2024, a
cumulative growth of 412.34
per cent,"” GTRI Founder Ajay
Srivastava said.

Sri Lanka has placed items
like automobiles and
electrical goods on its
negative list, restricting their
import.

Since the implementation of
the ISFTA, trade between the
two countries has
experienced fair growth.
India's exports to Sri Lanka
increased from USD 499.3
million in FY'2000 to USD
4.17 billion in 2023-24, a
cumulative growth of 735.2
per cent. Meanwhile, imports
grew from USD 44.3 million
to USD 1.4 billion over the
same period.

In the last fiscal, India's key
exports to Sri Lanka included
petroleum products (USD
704 million), cotton (USD
260 million), pharmaceuticals
(USD 255 million), refined
sugar (USD 206 million),
fabric (USD 223 million),
machinery (USD 171
million), pepper (USD 90.9
million), car and motorcycle
parts (USD 79.3 million),
onions (USD 63.4 million),
and pulses (USD 32 million).

FPIs invest 332,365 cr in equities in
July on continued policy reforms

PTI W NEW DELHI

oreign investors infused Rs

32,365 crore into Indian
equities in July on the back of
expectation of continued
policy reforms and sustained
economic growth and better-
than-expected earnings
season.
However, they pulled Rs 1,027
crore from equities in the first
two trading sessions of this
month (August 1-2), data
with the depositories showed.
There has been a mixed trend
with respect to FPI flows
following  the budget
announcement on increase in
capital gains tax on equity
investments.
Going forward, developments
in the US economy and
markets will set the trend for
FPI in August, V K
Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist, Geojit
Financial Services, said.
"Weaker-than-expected
employment data along with
slowing economy has made it
certain that the US Fed is
expected to cut rates in
September. ~ The  more
important question here is the
extent of cut. Currently, there
is strong commentary getting
built for maybe a 50 basis
points rate cut in interest

it

rates," Vaibhav Porwal, Co-
founder of Dezerv, said.
According to the data with
the depositories, Foreign
Portfolio Investors (FPIs)
have made a net inflow of Rs
32,365 crore in equities in
July. This came following an
inflow Rs 26,565 crore in June
driven by political stability
and the sharp rebound in
markets.

Before that, FPIs withdrew Rs
25,586 crore in May on poll
jitters and over Rs 8,700 crore
in April on concerns over a
tweak in India's tax treaty
with  Mauritius and a
sustained rise in US bond
yields.

The resurgence in FPI
investment can be attributed
to sustained economic

growth, government's focus

on infrastructure
development, better-than-
expected earnings season that
has improved corporate
India's balance sheet,
Himanshu Srivastava,
Associate Director - Manager
Research at Morningstar
Investment Research India,
said.

Additionally, upward
revisions in India's GDP
forecast by IMF and ADB,
and a slowdown in China,
also works in India's favour,
he added.

Apart from equities, FPIs
invested Rs 22,363 crore in
the debt market in July.
This has pushed the debt
tally to Rs 94,628 crore this
year so far.

\Vicap of eight of top-10 most
valued firms slump 31.28 lakh cr;
TGS, Infosys biggest laggards

PTI B NEW DELHI

Eight of the top-10 most
valued firms together lost
Rs 1,28,913.5 crore in market
valuation last week, with IT
majors Tata Consultancy
Services (TCS) and Infosys
emerging as the biggest
laggards, amid weak trend in
equities.

The valuation of TCS
tumbled Rs 37,971.83 crore to
Rs 15,49,626.88 crore, the
most among the top-10 firms.
The market capitalisation
(mcap) of Infosys tanked Rs
23,811.88 crore to Rs
7,56,250.47 crore.

ITC's mcap dropped by Rs
16,619.51 crore to Rs
6,11,423.11 crore and that of
State Bank of India slumped
by Rs 13,431.54 crore to Rs
7,56,717.85 crore.

The valuation of Reliance
Industries Limited declined
by Rs 13,125.49 crore to Rs
20,28,695.57 crore.

Bharti Airtel's market
valuation went lower by Rs
11,821.5 crore to Rs
8,50,389.88 crore and that of
ICICI Bank diminished by Rs
7,843.75 crore to Rs
8,42,176.78 crore.

The valuation of Hindustan
Unilever dipped by Rs 4,288

TATA CONSULTANCY SER
BN B -

crore to Rs 6,32,862.41 crore.
However, the mcap of HDFC
Bank jumped Rs 32,759.37

crore to Rs 12,63,601.40
crore.
The valuation of Life

Insurance Corporation of

India (LIC) soared Rs
1,075.25 crore to Rs
7,47,677.98 crore.

Last week, the BSE

benchmark declinded by
350.77 points or 0.43 per cent.
In the ranking of the most
valued firms, Reliance
Industries retained the
number one rank followed
by TCS, HDFC Bank,
Bharti Airtel, ICICI Bank,
State Bank of India, Infosys,
LIC, Hindustan Unilever
and ITC.

Spending on outbound tourism to rise 11%
annually to reach USD 55 bn in 2034: Report

PTI B NEW DELHI

Spending on outbound
tourism is expected to
grow from USD 18.82 billion
in 2024 to USD 55.39 billion
in 2034, a report said.

The 'Navigating Horizons'
report jointly prepared by
Nangia NXT and Ficci said
packaged tours still dominate
the outbound market in
India, with a share of 39.20
per cent in 2024, as there is a
preference for choosing pre-
planned tour packages from
travel service providers due to

greater convenience and
customisation.
The report said that

availability of Indian or
vegetarian food options as
well as awareness about niche
tourism will help increase the
number and frequency of
Indians engaging in foreign
travel in the coming years.
The market has already seen
robust growth with rising
disposable  incomes, an
expanding middle class,
systemic ease and flexibility
in obtaining visas, and a

desire  for international
experiences.

"Countries  like  Egypt,
Azerbaijan and Georgia,

among others, known for
their rich history, cultural

heritage, natural beauty and

unique topographies, are
attracting more and more
Indians to venture abroad.
Such destinations are often
more affordable as well," the
report said.

With a rising urban and
young  population, the
inclination towards exploring
international destinations is
expected to continue to grow.
Demographic trends thus are
likely to support growth in
outbound tourism in the near
future, it added.

"India's outbound tourism
market is showing stellar
growth and is projected to
reach USD 18.82 billion in
2024. There have also been

measurable benefits to allied
industries such as aviation
and hospitality. The growth in
the industry is bolstered by
increased consumer
spending, visa reforms, social
media visibility and
commercial marketing
efforts,” said Suraj Nangia,
Head (Government and
Public Sector Advisory),
Nangia NXT.

With the Indian outbound
market expected to grow at a
CAGR of 11.4 per cent and
reach USD 55.39 billion by
2034, the outlook is positive
with coordinated efforts by all
stakeholders propelling the
industry forward, Nangia
added.

After record profits, State-owned

fuel retailers see

PTI B NEW DELHI

fter reporting record
profits, state-owned fuel
retailers Indian Qil

Corporation (IOC), BPCL
and HPCL posted up to 90
per cent slump in their June
quarter earnings as margins
fell and they booked under-
recovery on the sale of
domestic cooking gas LPG at
government-controlled rates.
IOC, the nation's largest oil
firm, reported 81 per cent
drop in standalone net profit
in April-June - the first
quarter of current 2024-25
fiscal year - to Rs 2,643.18
crore as opposed to a profit of
Rs 13,750.44 crore a year
back, according to a company
filing. Net profit also declined
sequentially, when compared
to an earning of Rs 11,570.82
crore in March quarter.
Hindustan Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (HPCL)
posted 90 per cent drop in
profit to Rs 633.94 crore as
compared to an earning of Rs
6,765.50 crore in April-June
2023 and Rs 2,709.31 crore in
the preceding March quarter.
Bharat Petroleum
Corporation Ltd (BPCL) net
profit dropped to Rs 2,841.55
crore in April-June from Rs
10,644.30 crore a year back
and Rs 4,789.57 crore in
January-March, its filing
showed.

The three fuel retailers made
extraordinary gains from

—

!

holding petrol and diesel
prices despite a drop in cost.
The price freeze was justified
in the name of recovering
losses they had suffered in the
previous year when they did
not raise retail prices despite a
surge in cost.

The gains arising from the
price freeze were eroded with
petrol and diesel prices being
cut by Rs 2 per litre each just
before general elections and a
fall in refining margins.

Also, the three had
uncompensated LPG subsidy
- I0C booking under-
recovery of Rs 5,156.23 crore
in April-June, BPCL Rs
2,015.10 crore and HPCL Rs
2,443.71 crore, according to

the filings.
As per an order of the oil
ministry, ~when  market

determined price (MDP) of
LPG cylinders is less than its
effective cost to customer
(ECQ), oil marketing
companies (OMCs) have to

profit s

il

retain the difference in a
separate buffer account for
future adjustment. However,
as on June 30, 2024, the three
firms had a net negative
buffer as the retail selling
price was less than MDP.

The three retailers IOC,
BPCL and HPCL had
reported  record  profits

totalling about Rs 81,000
crore in FY24 (2023-24),
which was far more than their
annual earnings of Rs 39,356
crore in pre-oil crisis years.
This is because they resisted
calls to revert to daily price
revision and pass on softening
in rates to consumers on
grounds that prices continue
to be extremely volatile -
rising on one day and falling
on the other - and that they
needed to recoup losses
incurred in the year, when
they kept rates lower than
cost.

IOC in 2023-24 posted a
standalone net profit of Rs

lump 1n Q1

39,618.84 crore compared to
Rs 8,241.82 crore in 2022-23.
While the company could
argue that FY23 was impacted
by the oil crisis, the FY24
earnings are higher than even
the pre-crisis years - Rs
24,184 crore net profit in
2021-22 and Rs 21,836 crore
in 2020-21.

BPCL posted a net profit of Rs
26,673.50 crore in FY24,
higher than Rs 1,870.10 crore
earnings in 2022-23 and Rs
8,788.73 crore in FY22.
HPCL's 2023-24 profit of Rs
14,693.83 crore is compared
with a Rs 8,974.03 crore loss
in FY23 and a profit of Rs
6,382.63 crore in 2021-22,
according to the filings.

The losses in FY23 had led to
the finance minister
announcing Rs 30,000 crore
equity infusion in the three
firms. Mid-way through the
year, that support was halved
to Rs 15,000 crore. The
support was to happen by way
of equity infusion via a rights
issue.

But after the record profits of
2023-24, the equity infusion
plan has now been scrapped.
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman had on February
1 last year, while presenting
the annual Budget for the
2023-24 fiscal (April 2023 to
March 2024), announced an
equity infusion of Rs 30,000
crore in IOC, BPCL and
HPCL to support the three
state-owned firm's energy
transition plans.

Rise in construction activities to propel India’s
cement demand by 7-8% in FY25: UltraTech

PTI B NEW DELHI

Demand for cement is
projected to grow 7-8
per cent in the current
financial year, helped by an
increase in construction
activities throughout the
country, UltraTech Cement

said in its latest annual
report.
To meet this increased

demand, the cement industry
is expected to add 35 - 40
million tonne capacity in the
next fiscal, with 60-65 per
cent concentrated in the
eastern and southern regions,
said the Aditya Birla group
flagship firm.

Besides, this demand surge
will translate into an increase
in capacity utilisation of the
industry to 72 per cent in
FY25, which was around 68
per cent in FY23.

"In FY 2024-25, cement
demand is projected to grow
7-8 per cent driven by an
increase in construction
activities throughout the
country, spread across the
infrastructure and housing
sector," said UltraTech.
There has been a "concerted
focus" on the integrated and
coordinated planning and
implementation of
infrastructure projects,
adhering to the principles of
PM Gati Shakti.

Priority has been given to
allocating expenditure
towards vital sectors and
additionally, the effectiveness
of cash management has
been enhanced through the
timely release of resources

using the Single Nodal
Agency/Treasury Single
Account system, it added.
"Responding to the
increasing demand from the
infrastructure and housing
sectors, the Indian cement
industry is poised to add new
production capacities. As
much as 35-40 million tonne
capacity is expected to be
commissioned in the next
fiscal, with 60-65 per cent
concentrated in the eastern
and southern regions," it
said.

Addressing the company'
shareholders, Chairman
Kumar Mangalam Birla said
India's infrastructure sector
is poised for "remarkable
growth", with an estimated
15.3 per cent compound
annual growth rate (CAGR)
in investments, projected
over the next five years.
Citing a Morgan Stanley
report, Birla said, "This
growth is expected to result
in a cumulative expenditure
of USD 1.45 trillion."

"The rapid expansion of
production capacity, coupled

with the significant
strengthening of brand
equity in the marketplace,
positions your company to
harness these long-term
growth opportunities
effectively,” he said adding
UltraTech's growth trajectory
mirrors India's growth story.
UltraTech is aggressively
expanding its capacity and
Birla said "our growth
momentum has accelerated,
enabling us to be at the
forefront of India's
infrastructure development.”
While  mentioning  the
capacity of UltraTech, Birla
said its " scale and capacity
footprint is unparalleled"
which will further enable it "
to service India's growing
demand for cement across
the country."

Last month, UltraTech
announced acquiring a
majority stake in South-
based India Cements Ltd
(ICL) and also over Rs 3,000
crore open offer to acquire 26
per cent shares of the
company.

In FY24, UltraTech recorded
net sales of Rs 69,810 crore
and crossed the historic
milestone of 150 MTPA
(million tonne per annum)
capacity.

"From the first cement unit
that we commissioned in the
early 1980s with one MTPA
capacity to now the world's
third ~ largest  cement
company, outside of China,
UltraTech's journey has been
marked by scorching growth,
ambitious bets and flawless
execution," said Birla.

Zomato collected

< 83 crin platform
fee from customers
till March

PTIE NEW DELHI

ood delivery aggregator

Zomato, which began
charging platform fee on
orders from last August,
collected Rs 83 crore through
the new levy till March, the
company's annual report has
revealed.
Platform fee has been cited as
one of the three key factors
driving Zomato's Adjusted
Revenue, which grew 27 per
cent year-on-year to Rs 7,792
crore in FY24.
"Adjusted Revenue as a
percentage of GOV (gross
order value), continued to
increase primarily due to

increase in restaurant
commission take-rates,
improvement in ad
monetization and

introduction of platform fee
from Q2FY24 onwards," the
report stated.

All of these factors more than
compensated for the
reduction in  customer
delivery charge per order due
to the free delivery benefit
available on Gold orders, it
added.

Interestingly, most late night
orders in the last fiscal year
came from Delhi NCR, while
most breakfast orders came
from Bengaluru, Zomato
shared in the report.

The food delivery aggregator
began levying platform fee at
Rs 2 per order last August,
which has gradually been
increased to Rs 6 now in key
markets.
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Are All Nodules Dangerous?
ot all thyroid nodules
Nare harmful. In fact,
most nodules in a
multinodular ~ goitre  are
benign, meaning they are not
cancerous. However, there is a
small chance that some
nodules can be malignant
(cancerous). Understanding
this risk is crucial for proper
monitoring and treatment.
Potential Complications of
MNG: While MNG itself is
usually not life-threatening, it
can cause several
complications, including:
® Compression Symptoms:
As the goitre grows, it can
press against the windpipe
(trachea) and esophagus
(food pipe), leading to
difficulty breathing and
swallowing. This pressure
can also cause a noticeable
swelling in the neck.

UNDERSTANDING THE RISKS AND
COMPLICATIONS OF CANCER IN MNG

® Thyroid Dysfunction:
MNG can sometimes lead
to hyperthyroidism
(overactive thyroid), where
the gland produces too
much thyroid hormone,

causing symptoms like
weight loss, rapid
heartbeat, and
nervousness. Less

commonly, it can cause
hypothyroidism
(underactive thyroid),
resulting in fatigue, weight
gain, and depression.

® Cancer Risk: Although
rare, some nodules in a
multinodular goitre can
become cancerous.
Detecting these malignant
nodules early is vital for

; ﬁ &

DR ANKITA SINGH

Assistant Professor
effective treatment.

RECOGNISING
RISK IN MNG

Several factors can increase
the risk of thyroid cancer in

CANCER

DR AJAY MOHAN

Senior Resident

individuals with MNG:
Family History: A family
history of thyroid cancer or
genetic  conditions  that
predispose to cancer increases
the risk.

Radiation Exposure: Previous
exposure  to  radiation,
particularly in childhood, can
raise the likelihood of
developing thyroid cancer.

Nodule Characteristics:
Nodules that are large, rapidly
growing, or have certain
features seen on ultrasound
(such as irregular edges or
microcalcifications) may be
more suspicious for cancer.

PREVENTIVE MEASURES AND
FOLLOW-UP

Regular  check-ups and
appropriate diagnostic tests
are crucial for managing the
risk of cancer in MNG. If you
have a MNG, your doctor
may recommend:

Characterised by multiple growths in the thyroid gland, multinodular Goitre (MNG)
is typically benign but carries a small cancer risk. Factors like family history and
nodule features influence cancer risk, necessitating timely imaging and, blood
investigations among others. In this second part of the series, ARCHANA JYOTI
speaks with the team of AIIMS Delhi’s Surgical Discplines Department headed by
DR SUNIL CHUMBER to get more insight into this

® Periodic Ultrasound
Exams: To monitor nodule
size and characteristics.
® Thyroid Function Tests:
To ensure your thyroid is
working properly.
® Prompt  Biopsy of
Suspicious Nodules: Early
detection is key to
successful treatment.
While the majority of MNG
are benign, it is important to be
aware of the potential risks and
complications, including the
small chance of cancer. Regular
check-ups, appropriate
diagnostic tests, and timely
treatment are key to managing
this condition effectively. If you
have a multinodular goitre or
notice any unusual symptoms,
consult your doctor  for
personalised advice and care.
Staying informed and vigilant
can help ensure the best
possible outcomes.

BLOOD INVES

Blood investigations in
multinodular goitre form an
important part of evaluation.
It helps understand the cause
of the goitre and the status of
thyroid hormone production
- increased, normal or
decreased. It includes the
following:

®m TSH (Thyroid Stimulating

Hormone) —usually
remains normalbut can be
reduced in toxic

MNG(increased secretion
of thyroxine by thyroid
gland) and increased if
MNG is associated with
hypothyroidism
(decreased thyroxine
secretion)

W Free T4

m Free T3

Both usually remain normal,

increased in toxic goitre, can

be decreased in goitres with

hypothyroidism.

DR CATHERINE HALAM

Senior Resident

m Serum Tg (thyroglobulin)
is usually elevated

® Thyroid autoantibodies —
anti-Thyroid Peroxidase
(anti-TPO) and anti-
Thyroglobulin  (anti-Tg)
are negative unless some
autoimmune activity is
present where anti-Tg will
be found elevated.

The choice of tests to

L%
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investigate the functional
status of a patient with a simple
diffuse goitre or multinodular
goitre may differ depending on
the geographic areas of the
world.

Although serum thyroglobulin
correlates with the iodine
status and the size of the
enlarged thyroid gland, it has
little or no value in diagnosis of
goitre.

IMAGING MODALITIES

In treating a condition like

MNG, doctors often rely on

different imaging methods to

get a clear picture of what's

happening in the thyroid

gland. Here's a breakdown of

the main ones used:

® Ultrasound (US): This is
the first imaging
investigation to be done in
anyone with MNG. It gives
a black and white picture of
the thyroid gland and
allows your doctor to see
the size and number of
nodules, and even their
makeup - whether they're
solid, fluid-filled, or a mix
of both. Ultrasound images
also help identify
suspicious features in the
nodules that might indicate
cancer risk.

® Computed Tomography
(CT): CT scans provide
more detailed images than
ultrasound, but is not
required for all cases of
MNG. Your doctor will ask
for this only if required like
if the goiter is large, or
pressing on other organs,
and if cancer is suspected.
In these situations, CT
scans provide a closer look
at the thyroid and nearby

DR. DEVENDER

Assistant Professor

structures to help plan
treatment.

® Magnetic Resonance
Imaging (MRI): This is
another way to get detailed
images of the thyroid and
surrounding areas. Again,
it is not performed for all
patients and has similar
indications as for CT scan
and is especially useful
when doctors suspect the
goiter is growing into other
tissues, or if a patient is
allergic to dye used in CT
scans.

® Thyroid Scintigraphy: This
is a different type of scan in
which a special kind of dye
(“radioactive tracer”) is

DR AAYUSH NAGPAL

Junior Resident

used to take images of the
thyroid. It shows if nodules
are “hot” or “cold”, which is,
whether they are actively
working - to produce
thyroxine (hot), or not
(cold). Hot nodules usually
aren't cancerous, but cold
ones might need further
checking.
Each imaging method has its
pros and cons, but your doctor
often will use a mix of them to
get the full picture of what's
going on with the thyroid. This
helps them make the best
decisions about treatment and
keep an eye out for any
potential problems.
(To be concluded)

Benchmark in Plastic
surgery Arena

n a departure from
Itraditional celebrations

such as routine seminars
and conferences, doctors at
the central government-run
Ram Manohar Lohia (RML)
Hospital in Delhi embarked
on a marathon of surgical
prowess to mark World
Plastic Surgery Day on July
15. The hospital's medical
team, led by The Burn and
Plastic Surgery
Department, set out to
demonstrate their expertise
in an unprecedented 24-
hour surgical session.
From 9 am on July 15 to 9
am on July 16, a dedicated
team of 17 surgeons
tirelessly operated across 24
operating theatres, tackling
a spectrum of complex
cases ranging from
congenital anomalies to
severe trauma-induced
deformities.
Among their patients were
individuals as young as two
years old to adults up to 47
years of age, each requiring
specialised care and surgical
intervention. Of the two
minors (two years of age)
bardach's palatal repair and
contracture release with
skin grafting were done.
The oldest male, a 47-years-
old patient underwent
lymphangioma  excision
plastic surgery.
Dr. Ajay Shukla, Medical
Superintendent of RML
Hospital, said the initiative
aimed to address postponed
surgeries and urgent cases.
He highlighted the
department's commitment
to maximising the number
of procedures performed,
ensuring that patients in
need received timely care.
Among the day's notable

achievements was the
successful hand
transplantation, a feat

requiring intricate precision
and coordination of bones,
tendons, muscles, blood
vessels, and nerves, said Dr.
MK Jha, the Additional
Director at the Hospital.
The surgical marathon also
addressed severe facial
injuries, correcting not only
functional impairments but
also restoring essential
aspects of patients’
appearance and self-esteem.
Dr. Samik Bhattacharya,
Head of the Department of

Burns, Plastic,
Maxillofacial, and
Microvascular Surgery,
underscored the

significance of procedures
like eyebrow corrections,

\
DR AJAY SHUKLA

Medical Superintendent of
RML Hospital, Delhi

The department’s
initiative was aimed
to prioritise
postponed surgeries
and urgent cases,
underscoring its
commitment to timely
treatment and
increasing the number
of procedures
conducted

crucial for facial symmetry
and expression.

The marathon session also
catered  trauma-induced
deformities, burns
requiring skin grafts, and
congenital anomalies such
as cleft lip and palate. Dr.

Sharma, a seasoned
Professor within the
department, emphasised

the transformative impact
of these surgeries, not only
improving physical health
but also enhancing overall
quality of life for their
patients.

Dr Neerja Banerjee, head of
Anesthesia, and the team
headed by Dr Rupesh
conducted the OT as a
mission. Dr Banerjee said,
that reconstructive surgery
aims to restore the
appearance and function of

body parts affected by
illness, injury, cancer,
tumors, developmental

issues, or congenital defects.
Commenting on the unique
approach, Dr. VK Tiwari, a
renowned Plastic Surgeon
and  former  Medical
Superintendent of RML
Hospital, currently serving
as Dean of Hindu Rao
College in Delhi, said such
initiatives will give idea to
more hospitals which will
ultimately  benefit the
needy.

“These surgeries often
involve more complexity
and longer healing times
compared to cosmetic
treatments,” he said.

lastic surgery is a
P subspecialty that

focuses on the
restoration, reconstruction,
or enhancement of the
human body and it has
evolved significantly over the
years. It comprises two broad
specialties- Aesthetic surgery,
which was once primarily
associated with celebrities for
beauty enhancements, and
Reconstructive surgery,
which encompasses a wide
range of procedures that
significantly ~impact an
individual's life.

ENHANCING PHYSICAL

APPEARANGE AND SELF-ESTEEM
One of the most immediate
benefits of plastic surgery is
the enhancement of physical

appearance. Procedures such
as rhinoplasty (nose
reshaping), breast

augmentation, liposuction,
and hair transplantation
significantly alter not only a
person’s looks but also help

align their external
appearance with their inner
self-image.

This alignment is like a bullet
train to a substantial boost in
self-esteem. When
individuals feel happy about
their appearance, they most
definitely experience
increased  self-confidence,
which positively influences
various aspects of not only
their own lives, from
personal relationships to
professional endeavors but
also a trickle-down effect on
people in their circles.

For instance, a person who
has spent the majority of their
life feeling self-conscious
about a prominent nasal
hump or unbalanced breasts

DR SANJAY PARASHAR

may find that correcting these
issues through plastic surgery
eliminates a significant source
of insecurity. Other skin issues
like vitiligo, acne, scars, burns,
moles, warts, cysts, mulberry
birthmarks, dark spots, etc can
be handled through
minimally invasive aesthetic
dermato-surgery and improve
the looks significantly. These
procedures become the first
step towards their newfound

DRKRITI LOHIA

confidence, which encourages
them to engage more freely in
social situations, pursue career
opportunities with greater
vigor, and generally approach
life with a more positive
outlook.

GORRECTING CONGENITAL
DEFORMITIES

Plastic surgery also has a
profound impact on

individuals who are born

with congenital deformities
such as cleft lip and palate,
craniosynostosis (premature
fusion of skull bones), and
syndactyly (webbed fingers)
that are effectively treated
through reconstructive
surgery. These congenital
issues affect not only their
physical appearance but also

lead to functional
impairments and social
stigma.

Cleft lip and palate, for
example, are among the
most common congenital
deformities, affecting
approximately 1 in 700
babies worldwide. These
conditions cause difficulties
in feeding, speech, and
hearing, and often result in
social challenges due to
visible facial differences.
Reconstructive surgery
corrects these deformities,

significantly improving an
individual's quality of life or
in this case, a child. When
you look beyond just the
physical benefits, children
and adults who undergo
successful corrective
surgery, time and again
report higher self-esteem
and better social
integration, as they no
longer feel defined by their
appearance. It is often
argued that plastic surgery
allowed them to redefine
themselves.

ADDRESSING TRAUMATIC
INJURIES

Traumatic injuries, such as
those sustained in accidents
or due to violence, can leave
individuals with  severe
disfigurements that impact
their physical and emotional
well-being. Reconstructive

plastic  surgery  repairs
damage caused by burns,
fractures, and other
traumatic injuries, restoring
both function and
appearance.

Consider the case of a burn
victim who has suffered
extensive facial and body
burns. These resulting scars
can be physically
debilitating and emotionally
harrowing. Through skin
grafts, tissue expansion,
regenerative therapies, and
other reconstructive
techniques, plastic surgeons
and trained dermato-
surgeons significantly
reduce the appearance of
these scars and improve the
functionality of affected

areas. The psychological
impact of such
transformations is both

immense and priceless.

Plastic Surgery: Transtorming Lives and Confidence

DR SANJAY PARASHAR and DR KRITI LOHIA delve into the various benefits of plastic surgery, emphasising its role in improving physical
appearance, correcting congenital deformities, boosting self-esteem, and fostering mental well-being for individuals facing personal challenges

PSYCHOLOGICAL BENEFITS AND
IMPROVED QUALITY OF LIFE

The psychological benefits of
plastic  surgery  extend
beyond improved self-
esteem. Individuals
frequently report a reduction
in their anxiety and
depression following these
procedures. This is
particularly true for those
who have lived with long-

term  dissatisfaction  or
emotional distress related to
their appearance. By

addressing their concerns,
plastic surgery helps alleviate
negative  emotions and
promotes mental well-being.
(Dr Sanjay Parashar is a well-
known plastic surgeon in Dubai
and Dr Kriti Lohia is an
Aesthetic Dermatologist and
Dermato-surgeon. They are co-
founders of Aesthetics redefined
by Cocoona,’ Gurgaon)
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JULIEN SHOCKS SHA'GARRI, WINS WOMEN'S 100 METRE
GOLD, BRINGS 13T OLYMPIC MEDAL TO SAINT LUCIA

AP W SAINT-DENIS, FRANCE

comeback story hit a brick

wall when Julien Alfred
romped in the rain to the 100-
meter title in 10.72 seconds to
bring the first-ever Olympic
medal to her island country of
Saint Lucia.
Racing one lane to the left of
Richardson, and with water
from a fast-moving storm
puddling on the purple track
in the Stade de France, Alfred
got off to a fantastic start,
then powered through the
rain and beat Richardson by
.15 seconds - about three
body lengths on Saturday. It
was the biggest margin in the
women’s Olympic 100 since
2008.
Richardson’ training partner,
American Melissa Jefferson,
finished third in 10.92 seconds.
All week long, the field seemed
to be clearing for Richardson,
the reigning world champion
who was making her Olympic
debut after a positive test for
marijuana cost her a chance to
race three years ago in Tokyo.

Sha’C arri Richardson’s

When Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce
abruptly withdrew from the
semifinal, which went off about
90 minutes before the gold-
medal race, the entire Jamaican
team that had swept the podi-
um in Tokyo was out of the
100.

One island’s loss is another’s
gain. The strongest contender
left was Alfred, who hails from
the Eastern Caribbean island
with a population of around
180,000. She was the only

Loviina outwitted In
QF; India’s boxing
campaign ends

PTI B PARIS

India’s boxing campaign at
the ongoing Olympics
came to a medal-less end
after Tokyo edition bronze-
winner Lovlina Borgohain
(75kg) bowed out following
a hard-fought quarterfinal
loss to China’s Li Qian in the
women’s competition here
on Sunday.

Borgohain, the reigning
world champion in the cate-
gory, went down 1-4 to the
Tokyo Games silver-winning
34-year-old in a messy con-
test during which both the
boxers were repeatedly cau-
tioned for clinching and
holding.

The 26-year-old’s loss ended
India’s boxing campaign in
the Olympics after Nishant
Dev was ousted from the
men’s 71kg quarterfinals on
Saturday night, also a close
contest.

A six-strong boxing contin-
gent, comprising four women
and two men, was represent-
ing the country in the Games.
Out of these, four had
crashed out in the prelimi-
nary stage itself.

It was a pacey start to the pro-
ceedings as Borgohain and
Qian quickly got into a tan-
gle.

However, none of the boxers
seemed willing to launch the
first attack.

The holding and clinching
started pretty early in the
bout and the referee had to
repeatedly step in to separate
the two old foes.

Qian seemed determined
while Borgohain came across
the more animated of the two
early on. The Chinese con-
nected some clean combina-
tion punches and a left hook
towards the end of the first
round. She was particularly
impressive before she took a
3-2 lead in the contest.

The second round didn’t start
any different but Qian was
more purposeful in her
approach. Her right straights
were on target while
Borgohain was cautioned
twice for excessive holding.
It was once again 3-2 in
favour of Qian but with a dif-
ferent set of judges scoring in
her favour this time, she
only had a slender one-point
lead on one card, while the
remaining four were tied.
The holding and clinching
continued in the third round
too and both the women
seemed a bit drained.
However, Qian showed great
presence of mind throughout
to keep Borgohain at a dis-
tance. Borgohain was not up
to it when it came to control-
ling the pace of the bout and
repeatedly took hits on
counter-attacks.

The Assamese had fought
Qian in the Asian Games
final last year and gone down
0-5. She later beat Qian in the
semifinals of the world
championship semifinal in
2023.

But more recently, she was
bested by the veteran in a
pre-Olympic tournament in
Czechia in June.

Olympic entrant besides
Richardson to break 10.8 this
year - and when she and
Richardson lined up next to
each other in the semifinals, it
was a preview of things to
come.

Alfred won that race by .05,
then lined up next to
Richardson again for the final
and tripled that margin.

One of the most anticipated
races of the Olympic track
meet was never a contest.

Alfred had two steps on the
entire field at the 40-meter
mark, while Richardson, whose
starts have been an issue at
times this summer, labored to
get to full speed.

The American, her arms
pumping wide in Lane 7,
looked to be making up a bit of
ground when Alfred leaned
into the finish line. But there
was too big a gap between them
and the real contest was the one
between Richardson and
Jefferson for second.
Americas lone gold medal of
the day came from Ryan
Crouser, who earned a three-

peat in the shot put. Another
American silver went to the
4x400 mixed relay team, which
got reeled in by Femke Bol of
the Netherlands in the anchor
lap.

Jasmine Moore won a bronze
medal in the triple jump
competition, won by Thea
Lafond, setting herself up
for a possible double when
she competes in long jump
later this week.

Earlier in the day, Noah Lyles
finished second (10.04) in a
sluggish first-round qualify-
ing heat to make the semifinals
in the men’s 100.

sports 12

PTI W PARIS

India’s dream of a first-ever
Olympic gold in badminton
will remain unfulfilled after
Lakshya Sen suffered a straight-
game defeat to reigning Olympic
champion Viktor Axelsen in the
mens singles semifinals at the
Paris Games here on Sunday.
The 22-year-old from Almora,
a 2021 World Championships
bronze medal, squandered a
three-point advantage in the first
game and a 7-0 lead in the sec-
ond to surrender 20-22 14-21 to
the two-time world champion
Axelsen in a 54-minute semifi-
nal clash.

Sen will have another chance to
become the first Indian male

BADMINTON AT OLYMPICS
Sen falls to Axelsen in semis,
to play hronze-medal playoff

shuttler to win an Olympic
medal when he meets Lee Zii Jia
of Malaysia in the bronze medal
playoff.

India have never won a Olympic
gold medal in badminton with
PV Sindhu claiming a silver and
bronze at the Rio and Tokyo
Olympics and Saina Nehwal
securing a bronze in London
Games.

Won't retire until
| get Olympic
medal: Deepika

PTI M PARIS

She has flattered to deceive for
four straight Olympics but
multiple World Cup medal
winning archer Deepika
Kumari has vowed not to quit
unless she ends up on podium
which she feels could be Los
Angeles in four years’ time. For
Deepika, it has always been a
case of not being able to display
enough temperament in pres-
sure situation at the grandest
stage.

“Obviously, I want to play more
in the future and will continue
my game;” Deepika told PTTin
an exclusive interaction at the
India House here.

“I really want to win an
Olympic medal, and I won't
quit until T achieve that. I'll train
harder and come back strong-
ly? added Deepika, who has
won every international medal
except for an Olympic yellow
metal.

“Firstly, I will present myself
more strongly. There are many
things, like quick shooting,
that I need to learn a bit more
about, and it’s very important
to train myself accordingly.
“What I learned from the
Olympics is that late shooting
doesn't work; you have no
room to make big mistakes, so
you have to control that. I will
learn that from here,” she said
in hindsight.

Deepika, 30, appeared in her
fourth consecutive Olympics in
Paris, making a remarkable
comeback after becoming a
mother for the first time in
December 2022, when she gave
birth to her daughter.

After topping the national
selection trials, Deepika went
on to win an individual gold at
the Shanghai World Cup in
April.

Back at her favorite venue,
where she had won multiple
World Cup medals, Olympic
pressure was evident as she had
her worst ranking round ever
at the Games.

She qualified for the main
draw as the 23rd seed, ranking
lower than fellow Indian debu-
tants Ankita Bhakat and Bhajan
Kaur. Her score of 658 was
notably 36 points below that of
Korean top seed and eventual
gold medalist Lim Sihyeon.

Boxer Nishant’'s Olympic debut ends
in heartbreak with quarterfinal loss

PTI HPARIS

Nishant Dev’s maiden
Olympic campaign ended
in heartbreak after a devastating
split verdict defeat to Mexico’s
Marco Verde Alvarez in the
men’s 71kg quarterfinal here on
Saturday.

Leading after the first round, the
23-year-old world champi-
onship bronze medallist Indian
lost 1-4 to his second seed
Mexican opponent in the quar-
terfinal at the North Paris Arena.
Nishant had defeated Alvarez in
the 2021 World Championships.
Nishant was off to a flyer as
Alvarez struggled to match his
pace. He used his straight jabs
to great effect, landing them
square on the Mexican’s face as
well as the body to tire his oppo-
nent. Alvarez was trailing for the
most part of the round but man-

aged to connect a lethal right
hook on Nishant’s face, that
forced the referee to give the
Indian a standing count, fol-
lowed by a left in the dying min-
utes. But the Indian’s dominant
display ensured he had the
bragging rights.

Nishant continued to unleash a
range of punches, including a
combination of hooks, while
Alvarez too upped his game,
connecting some vital blows.

However, Nishant looked the
stronger of the two as he picked
the Mexican’s shots.

But the judges favoured the
Mexican 3-2 as Alvarez and
Nishant entered the final three
minutes by the narrowest of
margins, leading on one card.
Alvarez landed a combination of
punches to start the final round
on an aggressive note. The
Mexican showed more urgency
as he landed an uppercut. The
Indian, on the other hand,
looked completely spent and
while he tried to throw punch-
es he was slow.

Alvarez acknowledged that the
bout was a tough one.

“It was a tough bout, played with
heart and mind. T hit on his body
to open up for upper cuts. I had
lost to him in 2021 world
Championships. I have a lot of
respect for him,” Alvarez said.
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{Formerly IDFC Bank Limited)

CIN : L65110TN2014PLC097792

Registered Office: KRM Towers, 8th Floor, Harrington Road, Chetpet, Chennai - 600031. TEL: +91 44 4564 4000 | FAX: +91 44 4564 4022.

APPENDIX- IV-A
[See proviso to rule 8 (6)& 9 (1)]
SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 8 (6) & 9 (1) of the Security Interest
(Enforcement) Rules, 2002

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower (s), Co-Borrower (s) and Guarantor (s) as per column (iii) that the below described immovable properties as per column (iv) mortgaged/charged to
the Secured Creditor, the possession of which has been taken by the Authorised Officer of Formerly known as IDFC Bank Ltd, will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and “Whatever there is” on 22-August-2024 as
described hereunder, for the recovery of amount due to IDFC FIRST Bank Limited (Formerly known as IDFC Bank Ltd) from Borrower (s) and Co-Borrower (s) as per column (I). For detailed terms and conditions of the sale,
please referto the link provided on IDFC FIRST Bank website i.e www.idfcfirstbank.com.

IDFC FIRST
Bank

S. M (U (i) ) v) (vi) (vii) (viii) (ix) )
NO| Demand Notice | Agreementid | Name of Borrower {s), MORTGAGED Res_erve EMD Dat_e and l'_)ate and Da_lte and AL_lthorlzed
Amount Co-Borrower {s) PROPERTY Price Amount Tlmg Time EMD Time gf Officer Name
and Guarantor (s) ADDRESS Amount of Auction | of Auction | Inspection & Contact
Number
1 INR 28775258 Harish Kumar, All That Piece And Parcel Of Plot/House Measuring 95 INR INR 22-Aug- 21-Aug- 13-Aug
1502895.10/- & Mohit Verma & Sq.Yards, Comprising In Khasra No. 78//18, 19, 23, 24, | 969570.00/- 96957.00/- 2024 2024 2024
Demand Notice 33640052 Radha Rani 81//3/4, 4 Situated At Mouja Jagadhri, Now Known As 11.00 AM 10.00AM | 10.00 AM
dated: Green Vinar Old Abadi Jagadhari, Tehsil: Jagadhari, 0 T0 0
19-Feb-2022 District: Yamunanagar, Within Municipal Corporation 1.00 PM 5.00 PM 400 PM Name-
Yamunanagar- Jagadhari, And Bounded As: East: ' ' ' Anuj Gupta
Other’s Plot West: Other’s Plot,North: Other's Plot &
South: Gali 16 Ft. Wide Contact
2 INR 15400775 Bhupinder Kumar | All That Piece And Parcel Of Property Bearing Of House INR INR 22-Aug- 21-Aug- 13-Aug Number-
1932796.96/- & Hemant Dass Property Id No. 385C718U880, Measuring 200 Sq. 2816856.00- | 281685.601- 2024 2024 2024 7906155594
Demand Notice Banarsi Yards Khasra No. 96/8, Mouja Munda Majra, Now 11.00 AM 10.00AM | 10.00 AM Name-
dated: Known As Azad Nagar, Yamuna Nagar, Tehsil - TO TO TO )
30-Jul-2019 Jagadhira, Yamunanagar, Haryana - 135001 1.00 PM 5.00 PM 400PM | VeasuBnasin
3 INR 25082376 Mr. Mohd Riyaz All That Part And Parcel Of Property House Measuring INR INR 22-Aug- 21-Aug- 13-Aug Contact
1117106.66/— & Mrs. Tarannum | 03 Marlas 05 Sarsai |.E. 104 Sq. Yards, Comprising In 1230300.00/- | 123030.00/- 2024 2024 2024 Number-
Demand Notice Riyaj Khewat\Khatoni No. 103/131, Khasra No. 12//6/1(2- ’ 11.00 AM 10.00AM | 10.00AM | 8006555503
dated: 8),Being 1/96 Share |.E. 05 Sarsai And KhewatKhatoni T0 10 10
20-Apr-2021 No 41/58,Khasra No.121/6/2(5-4),7(6-8),Being 2/232 100PM | 500PM | 4.00PM
Share Out Of 11 Kanal 12 Marlas L.E. 03 Marlas,
Situated At Mouja Kami Majra, H.B. Nc.146, Tehsil-
Jagadhri, District- Yamuna Nagar, Within  Municipal
Corporation Yamuna Nagar—Jagadhari, Measured And
Bound Under:-- North- 2'-4” — House Of Nafis,South- 43’
—House Of Rafig,East- 22" — Passage 15 Wide & West-
22" - Property Of Others

Disclaimer: Please note that the said notice is issued for sale of immovable property only and IDFC FIRST Bank Limited has no right to sale of the movable assets, if any, present at the immavable property. Authorised Officer
Date: 05.08.2024 Place: Yamuna Nagar IDFC FIRST Bank Limited (Formerly known as IDFC Bank Ltd)

ZONAL OFFICE :
A GOVT. OF INDIA UNDERTAKING BATHINDA
Where Service is a way of life

PUBLIC NOTICE FOR E-AUCTION FOR SALE OF MOVABLE & IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
LAST DATE & TIME OF SUBMISSION OF EMD AND DOCUMENTS (ONLINE) ON/EEFORE 21.08.2024 UPTO 04:00 PM

E-Auction Sale Notice For Sale of Movabiaimmovable Assels under the “Securtizalion and Reconsiruction of Financial Assats and Enforoement of Seawity Inborest Act 2002 read with prevision 1o Rule B2 8 (8)
READ WITH RULE 659 of the Secunly nterast (Enforcament) Rule 2002 Notlce is hareby ghven 1o Lhe public in general and in particular 1o [he Borrowens) Morlgagons) and Guarantor(s) ihat ihe below described
Movabla/immavable property(es) mortgagedicharged 1o the Secured Credior, the consiroclive phiysicaliwhichever is applicable) possession of which has been aken by the Authorized oficer of Punjab & Sind
Bank, Sec ured Credior, will be sold on "As is Where is™,"As is What is".and "Whatever there is basis” on dals of Sale, for recovery of amounl, a8 mantionad befow due 1o the Punjab & Sind Bank
Secured Credilor from bolow Mamed Bomower(s ) Mongagon(s) and Guarantoe(s). A shor desecription of the Movabia | Immovabls propeny wilh known ancumbrances, ([ any ara manlionsd a8 undar. The sals will
ba dona by the undar-sgned through e-auchon piatonm provide &8 the Wiab Portal (hMips:iiwww. bankesuclions.com)

DESCRIPTION OF MOVABLE/IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES

MEGA E-AUCTION
SALE NOTICE

PUNJAB & SIND BANK

Hame
of tho Branch and
Borrower's/
Guarantor's

DatelTime DatefTime
af Inspaction of
of Propary s-Auction

Details of Propertylfies EMD Submission
Account Detalls

= Bid Incroase Amt.
Type of Possession

Budhlada Rs. 11,86,032.85 as on Residential Plol  measuring 27013 Ale Mo 801 05040070003 21,08.2024 22.08.2024
20,02 24+interest up to date+ (S5 wis or 893 Mare Mustil' Killa Mo Rs. 10.00 Lacs s of Accotrit: 10,00 AM 10 12,00 PM to
Mis Ram Krishon & Company | Litigation & other expenses. |11a/25/1(1- 15) = 204 Marda, vide [ ooy oo e | NEFT (NWARD STP PARKING 04,00 P olrod
Budhlada Prop. Krishan Kumar 22022023 Khewat/Khatoni no, 68257 689/22500 e ACCOUNT Eh. Amit Elngh
Slo Parkash Chand 06.09.2023 share oul of Mustil Killa no, 125137204 s 0.20 Locs |FSC Code: PSIB000B01D Modb: 98759-TE751
Symbalic A7), 4/2(5-19) 4/1{0-0)=6,80 Maria, Vide E-Mail : b1536@psh.co.in

Fhewat! Khatoni no. Z58/648-647 Tola! =8 83 maria Bedhleda ward no. DB lehsil Budhlada distt Mansa({PD. | situaled adoinng o Sawagpe Treaiment Plant near, Peer Khanna & Ra#way Fly over Braige Wand no. 08
ol Bud s Mansa (Ph.)

Ramgpura Phul | Ras. 1,67.B8,987.18 as on Residontial Houss 45067 X 61' =33 72 1.08.2074

ms Kalsi Industries Prop,| 20.02.24+interest u to dates | S0y and supersiruciure Mersan MC) RS, 33.90 Lacs Ale.No.B0 105040070003 10.00 AM to 200 PM b0
Manprset Singh S/0 Major Singn | Liigation & ather expansas, |22 5 - 1000252 in the name of Mayar Hama of Account: 04.00 PM 0400 PM

anpresl 2ing ajor Sing pa =4 Singh Sio Hazuma Singh vide Sale deed T
2.M's Major Singh & Sons ? - e Rs. 3.40 Lacs HEFT INWARD STP PARKING
el Slzgh M::nml Singh 13.11.2018 ne 0705 dated 25.06.1997 situated at RECOUNT Sh.Amit Singh

R o Mehra| Bash, Rampura Phid, Tah- Phul ; . BET 1
4. Kulwant Kaur and Rojiwindar 1.12.2020 Diatl Bhatinda bounded by Morth-Sireel, Rs. 0.20 Lacs IFSC Code: PSIBIOCE0TD E_M‘;:?'mgg?.ﬁ’-?u sm -
Haur, Physical South - Streel Easl- Balwinder Singh & - Bpab.co.

South - Gurdev Singh. As per SectionMecord the area messuring 328,72 Sq. yards is mortgagod with bank

1] Rampura Phul Rs. 1,62.28,080.81 as on  |Properly in ihe name of Manak Singh Ale Mo B01050400T0003 21.08.2024 22.08.2024
Botrowerla): Mis Dhillon Traders,| 290224 & imterest up | Dhillon|Guarantor), M.C NO.B-15/5.6 at | RS- 49.40 Lacs Miiar o Acoiant: 10.00 AM to 12.00 PM to
s \ to date + Litigation & FF,Dhillon Colomy. Comes of Khati Bazar 04.00 PM 04.00 P
through s Sole Prop. Smi other cxpanses L W, giv-Polrar i Rs. 5.00 Lacs NEFT INWARD 5TP PARKING :
Shinderpal Kaur Wio Sh, Manak & Pud Bazar.Measuring 361,60 Sq ¥ds ACCOUNT Sh_Amit S-'lnEh
Singh Dhillon, Rasway Crossing ge.n8 2810 a3 por Sale deed. no.20270L03.10.2006|  Re. 0.20 Lacs [FSC Code: PEIBOOIEAT0 Mab: 98759-T6751
Bathinda Roasd, Rampisa Phul 20.03.2017 (330060 5q.yda,, a3 por Valuation dated: | E-Mail : rd3T4gipsb.co.in
Tehsd Rampwa Phul, Distnict Physical 27.06.2018 of Valuer Bealaw Architects and BMAcH valuabion Dated: (0707 2018)it i a Residential building ol First Floor with rights only for1st

Bathinda & Rosidont at Khatl Bazar, Rampura Phul, Tehsil|[Floor Located above cormor of Khatl Bazar & Phul Bazar
Rampura Phul, Distt. Bathinda Resident_at Khatl Bazas Rampura Phel Tehsil Rampura Phul, Dstt. Bathinds. Guarntor: Sh. Manak Singh Dhillion Sio Sh.Amasgit

| BARNMALA MANDI Rs.37 86, 300.05 as on Commedsal cum Resadentinl Propery e M q 7 21,08.2024 22 082024
M's Pawan Kumar & Sons. Sh| 29.02.2024+Interest upto |measuring 1884 Sq ft or 209,33 5q.vds|  Re. 85.00 Lacs A':," "Mﬁu'km i 10.00 AM to 12,00 PM ta

4 ! " date+Litigation & other asper Tale Deod MNo 304 datod ama caunt 04.00 PM 044,00 PM
Munish Kumar S/o Pawan it 10,07 2014 for{TMartn 25arsai) Khewat Rs, 6.50 Lacs HEFT INWARD STP PARKING Bimissh Prashad
Kurmar, Ward Mo 5, Grain Marked 22%12']21 Mo Eédspfnr:ﬁm"' H:h 323 Khast N‘.',.x'ﬁ S ETY ACCOUNT Moh: SETS8.78T37

- 0 - adbast 3, Jamabandi Ya 6. 0. DEE ,
Mand| Barwala, The & Distt Sn 28002022 L A el oot e IFSC Code: PSIBI00BI10 E-Mall : m0033@psb.co.in
Mukisar_Sahit Symitkalic Market, Bacwaia, Teh & Distt S Mukisar Sani
Rs.338T870.73 a5 on 30.91,23| Total Property Measuring 22 Marle 4| R 26.00 Locs Ale Mo, BED105040070003 L, g];fﬂ!lt 22002004
(1) MiS Swarn Papers & Printor's & In_bamu up to date = Sarsahl Detailed as under: Mami of Account: M 00 B o400 PMD
Through its Sole Prop. Chahat | Litigation & other expenses | (a) Proporiy measwing D4-172 Manas | g 26 Lacs NEFT INWARD STP PARKING - - -
Gonsal Wio Ajay Bansal, 01.01.2021 ke B0 shore of land measuring 08 ACCOUNT Mob: G87E0TRTST
2§ Chahat Banssl Wio A T Kanals undor Khewat No. 1216, Khatuni A il e .
1ﬁ-::|nial Sio  Washmir }l‘.‘:l 29.04.2021 Mo 2418 Rect. & Killa Mo, 15701 38-0) Rs. 0.20 Lacs IFSC Code: PSIBO0O&010 E-Mail ; mO033GEpsb.co.in
Physical aras of Husnes Tehssl Gidderbaha, Jamabandl Year 2008- 09 by addressss No 3, Vide Sale Desd Ko 185 Dated: 24,04, 2002 Regisianed Fraom

Bansal [ Borrower), (3.) Swaran ¥ o

Iha office of 5.R. Gidderbaha,in fis, 20X60°, (b) A propery measuning 08 Martas e 9630 shane of land maasumng 31 Kanals 10 marias wndesr Khawal Mo 1216 Khatunl Mo
2017 o 2003 Rect. & Hita no 18T2(2-15) AN (21202 18] 1220580, VT3 2020311 ) 1 3(8-0)181(3-2) Kittea-8(31-10)_area of Husner Tehsil Giddorbaha,Jamabandi
Year 2008-08 by addresses No. 3, Vide Sale Deaed Mo 3775 Dated 28,03, 2005 Regisired from the office of 5 7. .Goderbaha,in fs 40°X60°. Bounded as under East Side : Ajay
Kurmar &fa Kashmin Lal West Side: Common Street , Morth Side : Babi Ram, South Side: Jagpal & Possession af SmiSwaran Lata. (C) A property Measuring 04 Marlas
5 Sarshai |.& 110 share of land measuring 3 Kanals 2 Marles under Khawal No 1216, Khatuni No. 2307 Rect. & Killa No. 187/ B1(3-2), area of Hushar Tehsil Gidderaha
Jamabandi Year 2008-09 by addresses MNod. Vide Sale Deed No. 3712 dated 20,03 2006 Regsired fnom the office of 5.A.Giddarbahs. (D) Prepeary Measuring OSarhai
I.e 400872 share of land measuring 5 Kanals Bmaras wnder Khewsl no. 1216, Khatuni na. 2303 Rect. & Kila Mo 19711 2/2(5-8) area of Husner Tohsil Glddertaha, Jamabandi
Yoar 2008-00 by atdresses No4 | Vide Sale Desd Mo, 1615 Dated 07 082006 Rogisirod From he offcs of 5. R.Giddarbaha, in fis 20X60°

Lats W/e Kashmirl Lal Bansal
Silo Tulsl Ram [ Guaranior),
(4) Ajay Humar Bansal S/o
Kashrmiri Lal Bansal S/ o Tulsi
Ram (Guarantor] All ase R/ o
Ward no, 18 Buwef ‘Wall Gali
Giddorbaha Tehsd Gadderbaha
Dezinct Sn Muktsar Sahib

R=.7,88,510.80 ns on 31.05.2024( Equiabia Marigage of Propesty OKanal Rs. 20,50 Lacs Ale.No.S0105040070003 21.08.2024 22.08.2024
Mis Shroo Ganesh Jewelers|: INW0FEStUD 10 fato + Liigation |05 Maria (e &% share of 0 Kanal-0d Mams of Account: 10.00 AM to 12,00 PM to
Key Porson : Name: Sh. Rajindar & ofher axpenses Marla comprised in Khewat Khatoni no Rs. 2.08 Lacs HEFT INWARD TP PARKING 04,00 PM . 04.00 PM
Singh S/o Gurdev Singh (Prop.) 28.02.2024 B20/11614 Khasm no. 31800 min (0-9) Amit Singh

e g bl i 3 Tranafer B34 dated ACCOUNT Mob: BET50.78751
[Borrower). 1. 8h. Gaufav Sany 05202 'I-"Eﬂ'“"il Tanaler, pd. o S Rs.0.20 Lacs IFSC Coade: PSIBOMOZ010 E-Mail - m13 s cadn
S/o Rajinder Singh, 2.5h. Balvir Symbolic 14.08.2017 registersd mauwr, propery : SEpsb.co.
Singh Sio Pritam Singh (Guarantor} siluaied a1 rakba maur kalan &5 per jamaband for the year 2013-14 and conslructon thareon in tha name of Rajindar Singh Sio Gusdev Singh
Bounded as: MNorthc 307-00° Gurmasd Kaur Wio Roshan Singh, Southc 307-0° Gurdev Singh, East 43-09° Strool. West 43-06° Avtar Singh 55

Guidev Singh
Terms & Conditions : The e-suclion |s being held on "AS |53 WHERE 157 & A5 |5 WHAT I5" basis 1.To the best of knowiadge and information of the Authonsed Ofcer, Thare (5 no encumbrance on any
propecty. However, the inbending bidders should make thes oan independent anguines reganding the enciemiirances, tite of the property put on &Jlﬁ!’_‘ﬂlal'lﬁ claims / nighls [ dues | affacting the proparly por o
submitling thedr bid. The e-aucton adversemant doas not constibute and wili nol be deemad 1o conslitule any commitment or any reprasantation of tha Gank. The property is Deing =oid with all The exssting and
fulume encumbrances whether Known or inknown to the Bank, The Authonsed Offcor/Secured credition shatl not be responsile in any way lor any 2 parties claimirights/ducs. 2, It shall be the responsibeity of
the bidders 10 nspect and salisfy themsebos aboul the assats and specifications bofors submitting thone bid. Tha inspaction of prngu?rlE put on auction will bo penmetied o the neteded bidders piease contact
Branch Managet Authorised Officers detalls mentioned above against each accound, 3. The inleresicd bidders shall submi their EMD through wel porial hitps:isww, bankeauctions.com (tha user id and
password can b oblaned free of cost by regisienng name wilh hitps Sfwww. bankeauctions.com)., 4. After regisiration by bidders in the web portal ihe inending sdders!purchases isrequined o gel (he copses of
ther followang documents uploded in the web portal bafore the las) dabe and lime of submissson of the bid document viz (i) copy of NEFT/RTGS challan, (i} Copy of PAN Cand (ni) Copy of al.'-su.'cm:u proal)
wenificaion (KYC) VIZ sl altested copy ol Voler 1D Cadiving Lincensa/PasspoiRalion Cad. &l Withoul which (he bed = ||;.|E‘-u 1o be mejectked, Uploading ur"' scanmved copy of amhesures (i) and (i)
(Mentoned in He iended Nolica) after duly . Bling up ihe signing n? The inleresied bidders who require assistance in crealing login 1D and password, uploacing dabe, submelling bid documanls.  [raming'
damonsiration on anlne inter-sé badding elc may contact Mis C1 ndla Pyl Lid, , Bulldlng no . 301, First Floor, Udy Vihar, Phase -1, Gurgaon, Helpline number + 91-1244302000-2021 -znﬁ.
Omly the buyers holdeng valid ILVPassword and confirmatan paymant of EMD through NEF TIRTGS shad be aligble

or furthor details please vislil hiipsiwew bankeauctions com & banks wirbsite https:hwaw psbindia.com.
STATUTORY 15 DAYS SALE NOTICE UNDER RULE #{1) & ARFAES| ACT, 2002

1 s mentornd above along with uplo daded nSe ¥ exponses balon the dabe of s-auction . failing which the property / Vishicle will b

barest and cosl
AUTHORISED OFFICER, PUNJAS & SIND BANH]

+01-T0808-04466 (Sh. Mithalesh Kumar), Helpdine e-mail.id: supportiibankeautions.com.
for participating in the a-auction process

The bomowarguamnions am horeby notified o pay th
auchoned’sod and Dalance cuas, If any, will be recovered W




