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VIOLENGCE AGAINST
WOMEN: UNHEEDED CRIES

PTI B KYIV

Prlme Minister Narendra Modi
on Friday told Ukrainian
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
that both Ukraine and Russia
should sit together without
wasting time to find ways to end
the ongoing war and that India
was on the side of peace since the
beginning of the conflict.

In his talks with Zelenskyy in
Kyiv that took place under the
shadow of the raging war, Modi
said India is ever ready to play an
"active role" in every effort to
restore peace in Ukraine and he
would even like to contribute
personally in ending the conflict.
The Prime Minister's wide-
ranging talks with Zelenskyy
primarily focused on ways to end
the war and boost bilateral
cooperation in areas of trade,
defence, healthcare,
pharmaceuticals, agriculture and
education.

"We (India) are not neutral. From
the very beginning, we have taken
sides. And we have chosen the
side of peace. We have come from
the land of Buddha where there is
no place for war," Modi said in his
opening remarks during the talks.
"We have come from the land of
Mahatma Gandhi who had given
a message of peace to the entire
world," he said.

The Prime Minister also asserted
India's strong commitment
towards respecting the
sovereignty and  territorial
integrity of States.

"I want to assure you and the
entire global community that
India is committed to respecting
sovereignty and  territorial
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi receives warm welcome by Indian community during his arrival at Kyiv, in Ukraine, on Friday PIB

integrity (of states) and it is of
utmost importance to us," he said.
Modi also apprised Zelenskyy of
his conversations with Russian
President Vladimir Putin in
Samarkand in September 2022 as
well as in Moscow last month.
"Some time back, when I met
President Putin in Samarkand, I
had told him that this was not the
era of war. Last month when I
went to Russia, I said in clear
words that a solution to any
problem is never found on the
battlefield," Modi said.

"The solution comes through
talks, dialogue and diplomacy
and we should move ahead in that

direction without wasting time.
Both sides should sit together and
find ways to come out of this
crisis,” Modi said. The Prime
Minister conveyed to Zelenskyy
that he had come to Kyiv with a
message of peace, including from
the Global South.

Modi arrived in Kyiv this
morning on a special train on the
first-ever visit to Ukraine by an
Indian Prime Minister after it
became independent in 1991.
The Prime Minister's visit to Kyiv
is seen in many quarters as a
diplomatic balancing act as his
trip to Russia triggered anguish
among the Western countries.

External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said Modi reiterated
the need for  "practical
engagement”  between  all
stakeholders to develop an
innovative solution that will help
build broad acceptability and
contribute towards peace and
stability. The Prime Minister
conveyed to Zelenskyy India's
willingness to contribute in "all
possible ways" to facilitate an
early return of peace to Ukraine,
he said. It was a "very detailed,

open and in many ways
constructive discussion",
Jaishankar said at a media
briefing.
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SEBI bans Anil Ambani from
securities market for five years

PTI W NEW DELHI

arkets regulator Sebi

has barred
industrialist Anil Ambani
and 24 others from the
securities market for five
years on charges of
diversion of funds from
Reliance Home Finance
Ltd.
Additionally, Sebi has
imposed a penalty of 325
crore on Ambani and
restrained  him  from
serving as a director or Key
Managerial Personnel
(KMP) in any listed
company or Sebi-registered
entity for five years.
Besides, a fine ranging 321
crore to 325 crore have
been levied on 24 entities.
Also, the regulator barred
Reliance Home Finance
from the securities market
for six months and slapped
a fine of %6 lakh on it.
An email sent to Anil
Ambani-led Reliance
Group company remained
unanswered.
After receiving multiple
complaints alleging
diversion/siphoning  of
funds of Reliance Home
Finance Ltd, Sebi
conducted an investigation
for the period of FY 2018-
19 to ascertain any
regulatory violations.
In its probe, Sebi found
that Anil Ambani, with the
help of RHFL's KMPs —
Amit Bapna, Ravindra
Sudhalkar and Pinkesh R
Shah — have orchestrated a

fraudulent scheme to
"siphon off" funds from
RHFL by disguising them
as loans to entities linked
to him.

Although the board of
directors of RHFL had
issued strong directives to
stop such lending practices
and review corporate loans
regularly, the company's
management ignored these
orders.

This suggests a significant
failure of governance,
driven by certain KMPs

under the influence of
Ambani. Given these
circumstances, the
company RHFL itself

should not be held equally
responsible as the
individuals involved in the
fraud.

Further, the remaining
entities have played the role
of being either recipients of
illegally obtained loans or
conduits to enable illegal
diversion of money from
RHFL, the regulator noted.

UPbusinN
killing 18

coming from Pokhara to Kathmandu fell
Tanahun, Abu Khaireni, Nepal, on Friday

veers off into a river,

Rescue work underway after an Indian number plate bus with 40 passengers

into the Marsyangdi river at
PTI

PTI B KATHMANDU

t least 18 Indian

pilgrims who arrived in
Nepal from Maharashtra
for a 10-day tour were killed
after a tourist bus veered off
the highway and fell 150
metres into the fast-flowing

Marsyangdi ~ River in
Central Nepal
approximately 120

kilometres from the capital
on Friday, according to
media reports.

The bus from Gorakhpur in
Uttar Pradesh was heading
towards Nepal's Capital
Kathmandu from the resort
town of Pokhara when it
drove off the highway in
Aaina Pahara in the
Tanahun district. There
were 43 people, including
the driver and the co-driver,
on the bus with an Indian
registration number.

The passengers onboard the
bus were part of a group of
104 Indian pilgrims who
arrived in Nepal from
Mabharashtra in three buses
two days ago for a 10-day
tour of the Himalayan
nation, MyRepublica news
portal reported.

They came from Bhusal
village in Jalgaon district.
After visiting Pokhara for
two days, all three buses left
for the capital Kathmandu
on Friday morning.
Madhav Prasad Paudel,
chief of the Armed Police
Force (APF), Kurintar, said
most of the passengers
travelling in the three buses
were families and relatives.
A list of names of the 43
passengers who were in the
ill-fated bus has been
released.

"An Indian tourist bus
travelling from Pokhara to

Kathmandu with around
43 Indians fell 150 metres
into Marshyandi River
today,” the Embassy of
India said in a post on X.
The mission is
coordinating with local
authorities  undertaking
relief and rescue.
According to Deputy
Superintendent of Police of
the APF Shailendra Thapa,
14 bodies were retrieved
from the crash site and 16
injured were rushed to a
local hospital.

The bus that fell on the
river bank has been badly
damaged.

An MI 17 helicopter of the
Nepal Army has left for the
accident site at Anbu
Khaireni in  Tanahun
district with a medical

team for the rescue
operation, MyRepublica
reported.

The Gandaki Province

Police Office, Pokhara, said
15 of those rescued can
speak. Meanwhile, the
Uttar Pradesh Government
has sent a Sub Divisional
Magistrate to the incident
site. An ADM has also
been appointed to
coordinate the relief work.

Uttar  Pradesh  Relief
Commissioner GS Naveen
Kumar in a press statement
said, "As per media reports
and further confirmed
from the MEA Nepal
Division, today at about
11:30 am, a bus with
registration number — UP
53 FD 7623 carrying
approx 43 passengers from
Maharashtra, including the
driver and one assistant,
fell around 150 metres into
river ~ Marshyandi  in
Ambukhereni region in the
Tanahu District of Nepal”

DGCA imposes <98 lakh penalty on Tata-owned Air India

RAJESH KUMAR M NEW DELHI

The Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) on Friday
imposed a penalty of ¥ 98 lakh on
Tata-owned Air India Limited for
operating flights with non-
qualified crew members from
Mumbai to Riyadh. Additionally,
the aviation watchdog also
penalised the Director Operations
and Director Training of Air
India, slapping fines of Isix lakh
and Xthree lakh respectively. This
incident was highlighted after the
airline submitted a voluntary
report on July 10.

DGCA said as per regulations, a
trainee co-pilot is supposed to fly
with a trainer captain. However in

this case, trainee co-pilot was
found flying with a non trainer
captain. DGCA has called it a

serious  scheduling mistake
having serious safety
ramifications.

According to sources, on landing
in Riyadh, the young trainee
would have asked the training
pilot to sign his SLF (supervised
line flying) form. However, the
training captain fell ill and
rostering replaced him with a
normal line (not training)
captain. Enroute, the two pilots
realised this mix-up (which
wasn't their fault) by the
scheduling department. The
other pilot could not have sign
that form as he was not a training

captain. The trainee could not
have known this. And the other
pilot could not have known the
trainee was to do supervised
flying under a training captain.

In a statement, DGCA said the
concerned pilot has been warned
and asked to exercise caution to
prevent such occurrences in
future. “M/s Air India Limited
operated a flight commanded by a
non-trainer line captain paired
with a non-line-released first
officer which has been viewed by
the regulator as a serious
scheduling  mistake  having
significant safety ramifications," it
said. After the incident came to its
notice through a voluntary report
submitted by the airline on July
10, the regulator investigated the
operations of the carrier,
including  examination  of
documentations and spot check
of the scheduling facility.

Routine Indian Army drone
crosses into Pakistan territory

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m JAMMU

Atactical drone belonging to
the Indian Army accidentally
crossed the Line of Control (LoC)
from the Rajouri sector into
Pakistan on Friday morning. The
Pakistan Army has reportedly
recovered the drone following its
unintended landing.

The incident occurred at
approximately 9:30 am while the
drone was engaged in a routine
surveillance mission.

In response to the situation, the
Indian Army is expected to
initiate discussions with the
Pakistan Army at the Director
General of Military Operations
(DGMO) level.

According to reports, the drone
was on a routine surveillance

Representative Image

mission when it crossed the line of
control and it landed in Pakistan
due to some technical snag.

A teenager drowns in Delhi’s

waterlogged C

SAUMYA SHUKLA B NEW DELHI

As heavy rain lashed several
parts of the national Capital
on Friday morning, the city was
left inundated, causing significant
traffic disruptions. Tragically, a
teenager drowned on a
waterlogged road near The British
School  in the  upscale
Chanakyapuri area of Central
Delhi.

In addition, two people have died
due to electrocution in the city in
the past two days. A 40-year-old
woman  died after being
electrocuted on a waterlogged
street, and a 40-year-old man lost
his life when rainwater entered his
house and he got electrocuted
after the water came into contact
with the electrical circuit.

hanakyapurl

In the past one and a half months
of the monsoon season, Delhi has
witnessed nearly 30 rain-related
deaths.

According to the police, the 15-
year-old deceased Sourabh lived
with his family at the Vivekanand
Camp in the same area.

GBI tells SC,
Kejriwal likely
to tamper
with evidence

RAJESH KUMAR B NEW DELHI

The Central Bureau of Investigation
(CBI) on Friday informed the Supreme
Court that Arvind Kejriwal is likely to
tamper with evidence and hamper its
ongoing probe in the excise policy scam
case, if he is released on interim bail. In a
counter-affidavit filed before the
Supreme Court opposing Kejriwal's pleas
challenging arrest and seeking bail in the
excise policy scam case, the CBI has
stated that all critical decisions in the
formulation of the excise policy were
taken at Kejriwal's behest and there is
substantial evidence pointing to his
involvement.

"The petitioner does not hold any
Ministerial portfolio, including that of
Excise. However, it emerged over a
period of time that all the critical
decisions in the formulation of the new
Excise Policy were taken at the behest of
the Petitioner, in connivance with the
then Deputy Chief Minister and Minister
of Excise Manish Sisodia", the CBI said
in its affidavit.

Justifying arrest of Kejriwal, the CBI
claimed that it was necessitated after his
examination on June 25, 2024 when he
remained "evasive and non-cooperative,
gave evasive replies regarding his role and
that of other co-accused in respect of
criminal conspiracy hatched."

"His replies were contrary to the oral and
documentary evidence gathered by CBI
during the investigation and he failed to
disclose the facts truthfully, despite being
confronted with incriminating evidence,"
the CBI said.

Amit Shah launches counter offensive on Gongress in Jammu and Kashmin

MOHIT KANDHARI B JAMMU

Umon Home Minister
Amit Shah on Friday
launched a scathing attack on
the Congress over its decision
to ally with the Jammu and
Kashmir National Conference
in the upcoming Assembly
polls beginning September 18.
Accusing the Congress of
repeatedly putting at risk the
country's unity and security in
its greed for power, the Union
Home Minister also sought
clarification while he posted
10 straight questions for the
Congress party and Rahul
Gandhi on the microblogging

site X.

Before launching the party's
election campaign on ground
zero, the top brass of the BJP is
also in the process of finalising
the names of the party
candidates for the 90
Assembly seats in Jammu
Kashmir. As per the reports,
the NC-Congress alliance has
almost finalised its seat-
sharing formula.

Inside reports suggested the
National Conference is
laying its claim on at least 60
Assembly seats (41 from
Kashmir and 19 from
Jammu  province)  and
offering 30 seats to the

Congress (24 from Jammu
and 6 from Kashmir valley).
The alliance partners are yet
to formally announce the
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final

seat-sharing

arrangement.
In New Delhi, BJP president
JP Nadda Friday chaired a

meeting of the core group to
review the report cards of
the party aspirants ahead of
the final meeting of the
Central Election Committee
on August 25.

The meeting was also
attended by Shah and all the
core  group  members,
including Union Minister
and Election in charge G
Kishan Reddy and Ram
Madhav, along with other
leaders National General
Secretary and BJP J&K in
charge Tarun Chugh, co-
incharge Ashish Sood, MP
Jammu Jugal Kishore, State
General Secretary (org)

Ashok Kaul, State President
Ravinder Raina, Union
Minister and MP from
Jammu, Dr Jitendra Singh.
Meanwhile, referring to the
manifesto of the National
Conference the Union Home
Minister asked, "Does the
Congress support the
National Conference's
promise of a separate flag for
Jammu and Kashmir? Do
Rahul Gandhi and the
Congress party support the
JKNC's decision to restore
Article 370 and 35A, thereby
pushing Jammu and
Kashmir back into an era of
unrest and terrorism?"
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Activities will be conducted to promote geospatial technology

STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

hief Minister Mohan
‘ Yadav has said that

encouraging participa-
tion at the local level in the
multidimensional use of
indigenous satellites will speed
up the development process.
While ensuring the imple-
mentation of space science-
related technologies, activities
will be conducted at every
level in the state to improve the
lives of the people of the state
and increase the use of geospa-
tial technology in the process
of development.
Chief Minister Yadav was
addressing a seminar on capac-
ity building of women in the
field of Geospatial Technology
at Atal Bihari Vajpayee Institute
of Good Governance and
Policy Analysis. At the outset,
Chiet Minister Yadav inaugu-

rated the programme by light-

ing the lamp.
The symposium titled
“Touching Lives While

Touching the Moon” on the
first National Space Day,
August 23, was organized by
the state government in col-
laboration with ISRO, National
Commission for Women,
Rambhau Mhalgi Prabodhini,
and Earth Sight Foundation.
Meenakshi Negi, Member
Secretary of the National
Commission for Women,
Vinay Sahastrabuddhe, Vice
President of Rambhau Mhalgi
Prabodhini and Mayor of
Bhopal Malti Rai attended the
seminar. Negi, Member
Secretary of the National
Commission for Women, pre-
sented a digital book focused
on the activities of the Women’s
Commission to Chief Minister
Yadav. Additional Chief
Executive Officer of the

Institute of Good Governance,
Lokesh Sharma was also pre-
sent in the programme.

Chief Minister Yadav said that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has a special contribu-
tion in providing opportunities
for progress to women in all
fields. Along with playing an
important role in public life,
women in the country are also
making achievements in spe-
cialized fields like space sci-
ence. During the Covid peri-
od, women played an impor-
tant role in making vaccines
and managing health services.
Chief Minister Yadav said that
astronomy has a special place
in the Indian knowledge sys-
tem. The mention of planets
and satellites in ancient Indian
texts and various concepts in
this regard is indicative of this
fact. The detailed explanation
and accuracy of dates in the
Indian panchang system also

show the credibility of Indian
astronomy.

Meenakshi Negi, Member
Secretary of the National
Commission for Women, said
that capacity building in the
field of geospatial technology
will make it easier for public
representatives to take deci-
sions regarding development
activities. This technology will
bring more transparency and
speed in development activi-
ties. Vice President of
Prabodhini, Vinay
Sahastrabuddhe while extend-
ing wishes for the first National
Space Day said that an ambi-
tious programme has been
started by the Government of
India for enhancing efficiency
in the field of geospatial tech-
nology. This will help the pub-
lic representatives in making
decisions as per the actual sit-
uation and in better monitor-
ing of plan implementation.

It was told in the programme
that to commemorate the suc-
cessful landing of
Chandrayaan-2 on the lunar
surface on August 23 last year,
Prime Minister Modi had
called for celebrating August 23
as National Space Day. Space
technology is rapidly becom-
ing an integral part of life.
Daily life is becoming easier
with its use.

Besides management of all
areas of development includ-
ing agriculture, forests, fish-
eries, and water resources can
also be done in a more trans-
parent and people-oriented
manner. There was a detailed
discussion in the workshop for
capacity building in the field of
satellite technology with the
aim of making women repre-
sentatives more efficient and
effective in the implementa-
tion of development schemes
at the local level.
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on "Capacity Enhancement of Women in the Field of Geo-Spatial Technology" organised at Atal Bihari Vajpayee Institute of Good
Governance and Policy Analysis in Bhopal on Friday.

Pioneer photo

Van overturns, 36-year-old man dies

STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

36-year-old man died
Awhile four others escaped

with injuries after their
speeding van overturned on
Thursday night on Bhopal-
Indore Highway Khajuri Road,
while the family was on its way
back to Ashta after visiting
Bhopal.
The driver along with four chil-
dren are slightly injured. All the
injured have been discharged
from Hamidia Hospital after ini-
tial treatment. The police have
registered a case in the matter.
The accident is being investi-
gated. Head constable Banap
Singh said that Wahid Qureshi
(36) of Ashta, was a farmer. On
Thursday afternoon, driver
Wasim and son Wajid, daugh-
ter Rahat, nephew Saka and
niece Tausifa went to Bhopal.
While returning their speeding
Omni van overturned after hit-
ting a tree on Khajuri Road near
Rajput Dhaba.

Due to this, Wahid, who was
riding in the van, fell out after
hitting the windscreen. Due to
this, he suffered serious head
injuries. The police have regis-
tered a case and started an
investigation in the matter.
After the accident, passersby
took all the injured to Hamidia
Hospital with the help of an
ambulance. After initial treat-
ment, all four children and
Wasim, who was driving the
van, were discharged. Wasim
has a fracture in his leg, all the
children have minor injuries.
After getting information about
the accident, the family reached
Bhopal late at night. After which
the children were handed over
to them. On Friday afternoon,
Wahid's body was handed over
to the family after a post-
mortem. His family said that
they have no information
regarding the accident. After
getting information about the
incident, they came to Bhopal to
take the body.

Bhopal Central Jail to operate

STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

or the first time in
FBhopal, a petrol pump

of Central Jail is going
to be started which would
be operated by jail prisoners.
This pump has been built on
Airport Road, right in front
of the main gate of the jail.
The inauguration of this
petrol pump built with the
help of Hindustan Petroleum
is scheduled next month. In
this petrol pump, 9 prison-
ers of open jail will look after
refilling and other works.
While the management
work will be in the hands of
two guards. For this, train-
ing of jail prisoners and
guards has also started.
According to Jail
Superintendent Rakesh
Bhaangre, this petrol pump
has been constructed in
9687 square feet. Hindustan
Petroleum (HP) has built

The
inauguration of
this petrol
pump built
with the help
of Hindustan
Petroleum is
scheduled
next month

this petrol pump. The land
was given by the Jail
Department.

The petrol and diesel
required to start this will be
taken on loan from HP
company. Later this loan
will be repaid gradually.
This petrol pump will be
operated by the prisoners of
the open jail and the man-
agement guards. To do this
work in a better way, the
prisoners and guards are
being trained.

petrol pump on Airport Road

In the coming time, a pro-
posal is being prepared to
operate the petrol pump 24
hours a day in 3 shifts. In
case the response is better,
going forward, 9 prisoners
will work in each shift in
this pump, thus 30 prison-
ers will get employment
daily. They will be given
wages of about Rs 500 per
day by Hindustan
Petroleum.

The jail administration had
to take NOC from more
than half a dozen depart-
ments including Municipal
Corporation, PWD, Forest
Department, SDM and
District Collector to oper-
ate the petrol pump here.
This entire process took
about a year.

According to Rakesh
Bhangre, Superintendent of
Central Jail, the first petrol
pump of the jail department
was built in Indore city in

the year 2020 with the help
of India Oil. After this, the
petrol pump of the jail
department is being oper-
ated in Sagar Tikamgarh.
The petrol pump in Bhopal
will have all the facilities
that are available at other
petrol pumps. The rates of
petrol and diesel will also
remain the same. Just the
purpose of starting the
petrol pump is a little dif-
ferent.

The committee which is
running this petrol pump
will help employees in ill-
ness with the profit. The
children of the employees
who are good in studies,
but are facing money prob-
lems in further education,
will help them. It has been
started for the welfare of
the employees. Whatever
profit comes from this, it
will be spent by the com-
mittee itself.

STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

who committed suicide

protested at TT Nagar area,
youth who depressed after he
was shifted from Bhadbhada
Basti in Bhopal to TT Nagar
hanged on Thursday night.
The family and residents allege
that the officers of the corpora-
tion and the district adminis-
tration were threatening to
demolish his house at
Bhadbhada due to which the
youth committed suicide by
hanging with the ceiling.
On Friday, the family members
protested by placing the body
outside the Bhadbhada Basti.
They were demanding to call the
SDM and Tehsildar on the spot.
After the incident on Thursday
night, former minister PC
Sharma, leader of opposition in
the corporation Shabista Zaki

Family members of youth

Youth ends life, family members
accuse BMC, admin officials

and many Congress leaders
reached the spot. Residents said
that after demolishing the
Bhadbhada Basti, some people
were given sheds in TT Nagar.
The officers of the corporation
and the administration were
threatening to demolish these
too. Due to this, the driver
Shadab was tense. Late on
Thursday evening, Shadab
hanged himself in his own
house.

After the family spotted
Shadab's body hanging, the
family took the body down and
reached JP Hospital. The doctor
examined him, but Shadab had
already died.

TT Nagar police station in-
charge Manoj Patwa said, at 8
pm, we received information
from JP Hospital that a young
man has committed suicide.
His name is Shadab. Suicide
note has not been found. We are
investigating.

P'rofessor Mayank Vahia 0 Tata I_nétitutéﬂ(;f Fundamental Research, Mumbai addresses a s

occasion of National Space Day at Regional Science Center in Bhopal on Friday.
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eminar on Indian Space programme Past, Present and Future on the

Pioneer photo

Medi Caps University organises 2-day induction program

PNS B INDORE

edi-Caps University,
Mlndore, successfully
organized a two-day

induction program for its
newly admitted students,
marking the beginning of their
academic journey. Dr. Kuber
Datt Gautam, Media In-charge
of the university, emphasized
that the event was designed to
introduce students to the uni-
versity's academic environ-
ment, clubs, and extracurricu-
lar activities.

The program commenced with
the Medi-Caps Anthem, fol-
lowed by an inspiring address
by the Honorable Vice
Chancellor, Prof. (Dr.) D.K.
Patnaik. Dr. Patnaik urged the
new students to embrace hard
work and perseverance, shar-
ing his own experiences to
highlight the importance of
dedication and a continuous
learning attitude. His thought-
provoking speech resonated
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deeply with the students, leav-
ing a lasting impression.

Following  the Vice
Chancellor's address, Dr. Shilpa
Tripathi, Dean of Students
Welfare, along with other
deans and faculty members,
provided crucial information
about the university's academic
curriculum, attendance
requirements, examination cri-
teria, and the variety of
extracurricular activities avail-
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able. This session was aimed at
equipping new students with
essential knowledge about uni-
versity life, ensuring they are
well-prepared for the chal-
lenges ahead.

The program also featured a
series of cultural presenta-
tions, including drama and
dance performances by current
students, showcasing the
vibrant cultural life at Medi-
Caps University. The new stu-

dents were captivated by the
performances, expressing
excitement for the experiences
that await them over the next
four years.

In addition to the main induc-
tion program, special sessions
were conducted where stu-
dents had the opportunity to
interact with their class coor-
dinators and faculty members.
These sessions provided valu-
able insights into the curricu-
lum and academic expecta-
tions. The new students were
also introduced to various stu-
dent clubs and activities, with
faculty and student club coor-
dinators offering detailed
information on the opportu-
nities for holistic development
at the university.

The induction program was a
resounding success, setting a
positive tone for the academ-
ic year and fostering a sense of
community among the new
students at Medi-Caps
University.

Gond tribe has much more knowledge
of astronomy than other tribes: Vahia

STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

Tata  Institute  of

Fundamental Research,
while addressing the lecture
organized on the topic of "Tribal
Astronomy" today under the
Museum popular Lecture Series
by Indira Gandhi Rashtriya
Manav Sangrahalaya, Bhopal,
said that These tribes, which are
cut off from the mainstream,
have more and important
knowledge about astronomy
than the common people.
This knowledge is passed on
genetically through traditions
from generation to generation.
The Gond tribe people's knowl-
edge of astronomy is much
greater than that of other tribes.
Even though the astronomical
knowledge of these tribes is
linked to spiritual beliefs and
legends it also contains a mean-
ingful scientific basis and there
is a need to research on the
astronomical knowledge of
tribes living in other parts of the
country as well.
The knowledge of all these
tribes is basically centered on the
positions of Saptarishi,
Dhruvtara, Trishanku constel-
lation, Mrigasira, Krittika,
Poorva-Bhadrapada, Uttara-
Bhadrapada constellations and

Professor Mayank Vahia of

the zodiac signs Taurus, Aries,
Leo, Gemini, Scorpio in the sky.
Each tribe has different but
accurate concepts about all the
celestial bodies Hence, the astro-
nomical concepts of these tribes
focus particularly on the con-
stellations visible in the sky
from November to April. Most
tribes mention only Venus and
Mars among the planets.

The people of the Gond tribe
also have good knowledge about
the Chitra constellation and the
Leo zodiac.

They also have detailed knowl-
edge about solar and lunar
eclipses. In religious and myth-
ical works, the rectangular shape
formed by the four stars of the
Saptarishi constellation is con-
sidered as a bed and the shape
formed by the remaining three
stars is considered as the path
leading towards the galaxy. They
believe that by lying on this cot,
people go to Mokshadhama
through that path.

All tribes regard the Milky Way
as the path to salvation. There
are many such legends prevalent
regarding the constellations of
every constellation and zodiac
sign. The Banjara, Kolam and
Korku tribes also have many sto-
ries associated with various
gods and goddesses and celes-
tial bodies.

Krishna gave message
of friendship to us: CM
STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

hief Minister Mohan

Yadav has said that

Madhya Pradesh isa
holy land inspired by Lord
Krishna and Lord Ram. It is
our good fortune that Lord
Shri Krishna, after killing
Kansa pursued education
from Sandipani Ashram of
Ujjain and is known all
over the world as Krishna.
It is the good fortune of
Madhya Pradesh that
Krishna and Sudama
became friends in
Narayana.
Giving the message of ulti-
mate friendship, God said
that friendship knows no
difference between the rich
and the poor. God defeat-
ed Rukmi on the strength
of his bravery in Rukmani
Haran at Amjhera near
Dhar.
With humility and devo-
tion, Lord Krishna
obtained the Sudarshan
Chakra from Parashuram
at Janapav near Indore.
These four Dhams of
Madhya Pradesh bring alive
the history of Lord Krishna,
based on which the Leela of
Shri Krishna was recog-
nized in the world as
Yogeshwar Krishna.

Panchakarma treatments at AIIMS
Bhopal from Monday to Saturday

STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

anchakarma treatments, a
P cornerstone of Ayurvedic

medicine, are available at
AIIMS Bhopal from Monday to
Saturday, between 9:00 AM
and 5:00 PM.
The Ayurveda OPD operates
from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM,
offering a comprehensive range
of Ayurvedic services aimed at
promoting health and well-
being. Prof. (Dr.) Ajai Singh,
Executive Director of AIIMS
Bhopal stated "We are com-
mitted to provide our patients
with a holistic approach to
health and  wellness.
Panchakarma treatments, root-
ed in the ancient science of
Ayurveda, offer a unique and
effective way to detoxify and
rejuvenate the body. With the
availability of these services at
AIIMS Bhopal, we aim to bring
the best of traditional and
modern medicine together,
providing our patients with
comprehensive care."
Panchakarma, a holistic detox-
ification and rejuvenation ther-
apy, is offered at AIIMS Bhopal
in a state-of-the-art facility.
These treatments are adminis-
tered by highly trained and
qualified Ayurvedic practi-
tioners, ensuring an effective

and personalized healing expe-
rience. Panchakarma is
designed to cleanse the body of
toxins, restore balance, and
rejuvenate both body and
mind.

The Panchakarma Process:
"Oleation (Snehana): This ini-
tial step involves the application
of herbal and mineral-based
oils to the body. These oils pen-
etrate deep into the tissues,
delivering medicinal properties
to every cell and loosening tox-
ins lodged within the body.
"Fomentation (Swedana):
Following oleation, fomenta-
tion therapies are applied to
induce sweating. These thera-
pies soften the tissues, making
them more flexible, and help
liquefy and eliminate toxins
from the body.

Panchakarma has many bene-
fits such as complete body
detoxification, elimination of
toxins, increased metabolic
rate, weight loss, strengthening
digestion, relaxation of mind
and body, tissue regeneration,
boosted immunity, stress
reduction etc. Every month,
about 250 people are benefit-
ting from this at AIIMS Bhopal.
The Panchakarma process
impacts individuals on multi-
ple levels-mentally, physically,
and emotionally.

A review meetind was held in Udaipur today with the Chairmen o

f Regional Rural Banks of West-Central Region and CEQs of their

sponsored banks under the chairmanship of Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman. The meeting was attended by Chairman
Praveen Awasthi from Madhyanchal Gramin Bank. In the meeting, various schemes including increasing deposit business in
Regional Rural Banks, maximum loan distribution under Mudra Loan Scheme, increasing animal credit card, agriculture related
loans under agricultural finance, increase in priority sector lending, new financing under Pradhan Mantri Vishwakarma Yojana,
Central Government’s social security schemes Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Yojana, Suraksha Bima Yojana and Jan Dhan Yojana,
improving the loan-deposit level of banks were reviewed by the Finance Minister. The Finance Minister discussed preparing a
blueprint for strengthening Regional Rural Banks.

Pioneer photo

Ambadutta Bharatiya road nameplate inaugurated

Sehore: The writings of the
city's eminent journalist late
Ambadutta Bhartiya had an
impact in the whole of Madhya
Pradesh. Officials, leaders and
common people respected him
alot because he used his pen for
the public. His entire life was
dedicated to journalism. He
had a valuable contribution in
making the literacy campaign
successful.

In view of his achievements,

from today onwards Khazanchi
Line will be known as
Ambadutta Bhartiya Marg. This
was said by Municipal Council
President Vikas Prince Rathore
while unveiling the nameplate
of Ambadatta Bhartiya Marg in
Khazanchi Line on Friday.

He told that late Bhartiya ji was
the most degreed journalist of
the state. His great personality
was very impressive. He had
spent important decades of his

life in a rented house in
Khazanchi Line, hence this
road has been named on the
demand of the journalists of the
city. Today has also become spe-
cial because today is the 11th
death anniversary of Baba
Bhartiya.

On this occasion, while paying
tribute to Baba, he also talked
about systematic development
of the city and supporting jour-
nalists in every possible way.
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Study, evaluation, research of Happiness scale to be conducted

STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

hief Minister Mohan
‘ Yadav said that it is impor-

tant to educate today’s
youth about the lives of exem-
plary individuals and historical
figures from Indian culture. He
instructed to formulate a plan to
conduct activities in co-ordina-
tion with other departments to
achieve this goal. Dr. Yadav
directed the Anand Department
should ensure that published
works on these cultural icons are
easily accessible to students in
schools and colleges.
Citing the life of Lord Shri
Krishna, he pointed out that
Krishna dedicated himself to
the welfare of the world until his
ultimate goals were realized,
with his family member's also
making sacrifices for the happi-
ness of others. Dr. Yadav noted
that history is replete with unique

examples of people who sacri-
ficed their lives and happiness for
the well-being of others. He
stressed the need to bring these
significant chapters and incidents
from history to the attention of
the present generation.

Yadav reviewed the Anand
Department and Rajya Anand
Sansthan at the Mantralaya
today. He emphasized on the
need to assess the scale of hap-
piness through a study conduct-
ed in collaboration with a high-
er education institution or an IIT
within the state. Dr. Yadav also
proposed that every district
should have a dedicated center or
building for ideological and cre-
ative activities, with the involve-
ment of the Urban Development
Department. He specified that
this building should be distinct
from Manglik Bhavan and serve
as a venue for creative pro-
grammes involving both the
city’s intelligentsia and the gen-

eral public.

Yadav emphasized that the
Anand Department should col-
laborate with institutions such as
the Sports Department, School
and Higher Education
Departments, and Jan Abhiyan
Parishad to carry out its activi-
ties. He stated that the lives of
citizens should be both materi-
ally prosperous and joyful, not-
ing that a peaceful individual
contributes to the development
of a happy and prosperous soci-
ety. Dr. Yadav urged the Anand
Department to coordinate with
various departments to pro-
mote a sense of joy across the
state.

The Chief Minister suggested
that the Anand Department
could also incorporate services
for the elderly into its work.
Specifically, efforts could be
made to connect seniors over
the age of 75 with various insur-
ance schemes and to assist them

in accessing healthcare services
or treatment at hospitals.
Yadav noted that in some cities,
social organizations are already
providing spectacles to the
elderly after conducting eye
tests. He suggested that similar
initiatives aimed at enhancing
individual well-being should be
studied and documented, so
that these successful social pro-
grammes can be replicated in
other urban areas.

Mohan Yadav mentioned that
the Higher Education
Department, through various
colleges, has undertaken the
initiative of adopting villages,
with approximately 2,000 vil-
lages identified across the state.
In these villages, both National
Service Scheme participants
and other general students
engage in service activities. He
emphasized the importance of
continuing these efforts.

It was told in the meeting that

the Happiness Department has
prepared a plan for stress relief
and training in joyful behavior.
Gram Panchayat Secretary,
Employment Assistant, Patwari,
Municipal Corporation and
Municipality employees and
policemen will be included in
this.

The department is working to
develop Anand Gram. On a
pilot basis, such villages, where
the spirit of goodwill, brother-
hood, mutual cooperation and
happiness are prominent, will be
brought forward as examples.
Since its establishment in 2016,
the Anand Department in
Madhya Pradesh has organized
3,334 programs including
online Alpaviram programmes
witnessing participation from
over 17,000 individuals.
Additionally, more than 560
Anand Clubs are registered
across the state, actively
involved in various initiatives.
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BJP State President VD Sharma inspects under- construcnon bundmg of BJP State headquarters in Bhopal on Friday.
Pioneer photo

in Bhopal on Friday.
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Lokayukta police caught a red-handed employee of Bhopal Development Authority Tarak Chand Das taking bribe, at BDA office
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LLokayukta police nab BDA clerk
red-handed accepting bribe

STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

he Special Police
TEstablishment of

Lokayukta has arrested a
BDA clerk red handed while
accepting a bribe of Rs 40,000.
The accused had demanded a
bribe of Rs 3.35 lakh for the
renewal of the lease of the
house. The accused was caught
red handed while accepting
the bribe as the first install-
ment. A case has been regis-
tered against him under the
Corruption Act.
According to the information,
the complainant is a resident
of Piplani. He had complained
about BDA's Assistant Grade
1 clerk demanding bribes in
the office of SP Lokayukta

Manu Vyas.

Acting on this complaint, the
team led by Inspector Neelam
Patwa on Friday caught BDA's
corrupt clerk Tarachand Das
(58) Assistant Grade 1 red
handed while accepting a bribe
of Rs 40,000 from the appli-
cant. Tarachand lives in house
number 10 in Panchsheel
Nagar, Bhopal.

The applicant farmer was
getting tired of visiting Babu
Tarachand Das for the last 6
months for the renewal of his
house lease. The accused was
not ready to do the work
without taking a bribe. Fed
up with this, the applicant
farmer came to Lokayukta
and complained to the
Superintendent of Police.

1st Space Day celebrated in Bhopal’s Subhash Excellence School

STAFF REPORTER M BHOPAL

ational Space Day was
Ncelebrated in the

schools of the state
today. On this occasion, pro-
grammes were organised on
a large scale in the schools.
On August 23, 2023,
Chandrayaan-3 Vikram
Lander was successfully
landed on the South Pole of
the Moon. To commemorate
this important achievement,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had announced to cel-
ebrate this day as Space Day
every year. In this context,
Space Day was celebrated
today. In this regard, the
School Education
Department had also issued
instructions to the District
Education Officers.
Youth should prepare for the
oppurtunities in space sci-
ence
The first National Space Day
was celebrated in Subhash

Excellence School, Bhopal. In
the morning assembly of
Subhash School, senior
teachers Ekta Pathak, Seema
Mathur and Diwan Singh
connected the children with
the programme held at the
Regional Science Centre at
Shyamla Hills through virtual
classroom.

Through the programme,
renowned retired scientist
of Mumbai's Department of
Astronomy and Astrophysics,
Prof. Mayank Vahia gave
important information to the
children on the subject of
Indian Space Research
Programme, past, present
and future.

He told that research is being
conducted continuously in
space science. Youth will get
good opportunities in this
field. For this, children
should prepare for this sub-
ject from now.

The programme was organ-
ised at the National Institute
of Technical Teacher Training

and Research located in
Shyamla Hills, Bhopal. 160
master trainers from the
State Education Centre and
10 SRGs of the State Research
Group participated in the
programme.

Much important informa-
tion related to space science
was given in the programme.
It was told in the programme
that space science is now
being used in many areas in
the world. Through satellites,
information on every subject
is being quickly delivered to
all the concerned groups.
This has made the life of a
person easier.

The participants were told
that the information related
to mineral discovery, weath-
er and natural disasters
obtained from the satellites is
being utilized effectively. In
the programme held in
schools, children asked
teachers the questions relat-
ed to space science which
were resolved.

Action on pollution testing vehicles and school vans

PNS W INDORE

nder the guidance of
l | Indore RTO Pradeep
Sharma from July 01, all
the mobile and permanent pol-
lution testing centers under the
Regional Transport Officer
Oftice, Indore were given nec-
essary information and instruc-
tions to issue certificates after
checking the pollution of vehicles
through online method.
In compliance with the said
instructions, a surprise inspec-
tion of pollution testing centers
was conducted, in which during
the inspection of the permanent
testing center of Raghunath
Prasad & Company, AB Road
Indore, it was found that the
validity of the pollution testing
authority letter issued to the
center by the Regional Transport
Office, Indore expired on
February 01, 2024. Even after the

expiry of the validity, pollution
testing certificates of vehicles are
being issued by the said center
through offline method till
August 06, 2024.

Similarly, pollution testing cer-
tificates were being made unau-
thorizedly without the necessary
machine in vehicle number
MP09V 6416 Maruti omni Van,
which were found to be issued
from the online ID of
Maharashtra and Haryana state.
Taking action as per rules on
unauthorized issuance of pollu-
tion test certificates at the above
mentioned two centers, Maruti
Omni van and pollution testing
machines were confiscated.
Special checking of school vehi-
cles is being done by the Regional
Transport Office Indore. In
which the speed of the vehicle,
speed governor and documents
are being checked. Feedback is
also being taken from children

and parents about the behavior
of the driver and conductor.
Action is going on continuous-
ly. Action was taken by going to
different schools. During this, 01
Omni van vehicle was confis-
cated, more children than the
capacity were seated in it. It also
did not have documents. <

After safely dropping the chil-
dren to school, it was confiscat-
ed. By going to the school, the
school staff was also talked to
and parents were also made
aware about the safe transporta-
tion of children. 2 PUC centers
running against the rules were
also closed. 1 other vehicle was
also seized. Action was taken
against 5 other vehicles includ-
ing these school vehicles and a
fine of Rs 30000 was collected
from them. Drivers were
instructed to keep their vehicle
documents with them, keep the
vehicle in good condition.

Commuters move on the road amid rain in Bhopal on Friday.
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Man kills wife for objecting to drinking

PNS B NEW DELHI

32-year-old man alleged-
Aly killed his wife for reg-

ularly objecting to his
drinking habit.
Police revealed that the accused,
Biltu Sarkar, a resident of
Malda, West Bengal, killed his
wife, Shafali Sarkar (27), by
strangulation to death using a
pillow.
"The couple always argued over
this issue. On August 17, they
entered into a heated argument
and in a drunken condition,
Biltu,
strangulation to death his wife
by using a pillow and stuffed
her body in a plastic bag and
dumped in Sector-52 area,"
Assistant Commissioner of

Police (crime) Varun Dahiya
said.

On August 18, police received
information regarding a body
lying stuffed inside a plastic bag
in the Sector-52 area.

A police team, along with a
forensic team and a fingerprint
print expert team, rushed to the
spot to collect evidence. The
body was then shifted to the
mortuary for further investi-
gations, police said.

The deceased's body was later
identified by her mother on
August 21, who informed the
police that the victim's husband
used to beat her on several
occasions for objecting to drink.
She suspects before the police
that her husband killed him and
is absconding.
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shareholders.

Place: Indore
Date: 23.08.2024

VIPPY SPINPRO LIMITED

CIN: LO1710MP1992PLC007043
Regd. Office : 414, City Centre, 570, M.G. Road, Indore-452 001 (M.P)
Phone: 0731-2546710 E-mail: admin@vippyspinpro.com
Web: www.vippyspinpro.com

Notice to the Shareholders of

32" Annual General Meeting (AGM)
Notice is hereby given that the 32 Annual General Meeting (AGM)
of the Company will be held on Thursday, 19" September, 2024 at
11.30 A.M. (IST) through two-way Video Conferencing ("VC") / Other Audio
Visual Means (“OAVM") to transact the business as set out in the Notice of
AGM which is being circulated for convening the AGM.
Pursuant to the Circular No. 14/2020 dated 8" April, 2020, Circular No.
17/2020 dated 13" April, 2020 issued by the Ministry of Corporate Affairs
followed by Circular No. 20/2020 dated 5" May, 2020, General Circular No.
02/2021 dated 13" January, 2021, General Circular No. 02/2022 dated
5" May, 2022, General Circular No. 10/2022 dated 28" December, 2022,
General Circular No. 09/2023 dated 25" September, 2023 and SEBI Circular
Dated 12" May, 2020, 15" January, 2021, 13" May 2022, 5" January 2023,
6" October 2023 physical attendance of the Members to the AGM venue is
not required and AGM be held through Video Conferencing (VC) or Other
Audio Visual Means (OAVM). Hence, Members can attend and participate in
the ensuing AGM through VC/OAVM.
The Notice of the AGM along with Annual Report 2023-24 will be sent
electronically only to those members whose e-mail addresses are registered
with the Company / Registrar and Transfer Agent/ Depository Participants.
Members holding shares in dematerialized mode are requested
to register their e-mail addresses, mobile numbers and bank mandate with
relevant depositories through their Depositories Participants, members
holding shares in physical mode are requested to furnish their e-mail
address, mobile number and bank mandate with the Company's Registrar
and Share Transfer Agent, Ankit Consultancy Private Limited, at
investor@ankitonline.com or to Company at admin@vippyspinpro.com.
Members may note that the notice of the AGM & Annual Report 2023-24
will also be available on Companies website at www.vippyspinpro.com,
Stock Exchange i.e. BSE Limited website at www.bseindia.com and on
the website of NSDL at www.evoting.nsdl.com.
Members will have an opportunity to cast their vote remotely on the
businesses as set out in the Notice of AGM through electronic voting system.
The manner of voling remotely for shareholders holding shares in
dematerialized mode, physical mode and for shareholders who have not
registered their email addresses will be provided in the Notice to the

The Notice of the 32 AGM will be sent to the members in accordance with
the applicable laws on their registered emails in due course.

For Vippy Spinpro Ltd.
Sd/-
Pulkit Maheshwari
Company Secretary & CFO

VIGILANCE

Man nabbed for assaulting doctor at Jag Pravesh hospital

PNS B NEW DELHI

56-year-old man has
Abeen arrested for

allegedly assaulting
doctors and misbehaving
with nursing staff at the Jag
Pravesh Chandra Hospital
in Northeast Delhi’s
Usmanpur area.
This comes in the wake of
protests carried out by doc-
tors to ensure safety for
healthcare workers following
the brutal rape and murder of
a trainee doctor in Kolkata
hospital and a week after the
Health Ministry issued guide
lines that if any hospital staff
is attacked by anyone the FIR
in the matter should be filed
within six hours.
According to police officials
on Thursday, the man had
come with his 52 year old
wife Sameena Khan to the
hospital for treatment on
Wednesday night when he
allegedly assaulted doctors.
The husband runs a spare
part shop.
The man also allegedly also
made a derogatory remark
regarding the Kolkata case
while asking why medics in
Delhi were concerned about
it. "What happened if a girl
died in Kolkata? Why are you
concerned about it in Delhi?"
the FIR read.
As the accused threatened the
doctors and abused them,
hospital staffers recorded it

@ 1DBI BaNk

The man had
come with his
52 year old wife
Sameena Khan
to the hospital
for treatment
on Wednesday
night when he
allegedly
assaulted
doctors

on their mobile phones.
According to the FIR, the
accused's wife was given
medication by the doctor on
duty based on her complaints
but her husband refused
those and instead suggested
his own mode of treatment,
a police official said.

"A Person came to the casu-
alty around 9:00 pm on
Wednesday and the patient
was given medication accord-
ing to the complaints of the
patient (his wife). But he
refused the treatment given
by casualty doctors on duty.
He told the doctors to give his
wife a particular injection. He
then started hurling abuses at
doctors due to which the
work got affected," read the
FIR.

Dr Rajneesh, a junior resident
at the hospital said that when
the hospital staffers ignored
the man's suggestions, he

became violent and started
misbehaving with the doc-
tors. "We tried to pacify him
but he started abusing us and
assaulted some of us. He also
misbehaved with our nursing
staff," the doctor said.

The FIR claimed that the
accused shouted on the hos-
pital premises, hampering
the treatment of other
patients, and destroyed gov-
ernment property. He force-
fully went inside the doctors'
duty room and provoked
other people to beat the
medics, it claimed. Eight per-
sons including the doctors
and patients suffered injuries
in the incident.

"After this incident he force-
fully came inside the Doctors
Duty room and started shout-
ing and abusing. He also
started provoking other atten-
dants to beat the doctors. He
physically assaulted the doc-
tors on duty," FIR read.
Deputy Commissioner of
Police (northeast) Joy Tirkey
said an FIR under BNS sec-
tions 221 (obstructing public
servant in discharge of pub-
lic functions), 221 (1) volun-
tarily causing hurt to deter
public servant from his duty
and 132 (use of criminal
force to deter public servant
from discharge of his duty)
was registered at New Usman
Police Station. Further inves-
tigation is underway, the
police officer said.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY

All that piece and parcels of Residential Plot No. B-109, At “Vardhman City", Admeasuring 807 sqft. , constructed on the land bearing
survey | Khasra No. 132/3/110, 141, 142/3, 143/2, 248/146, Situated at Village — Chandangaon, Patadhana Tehsil and District —
Chhindwara, Madhya Pradesh. (in the name of Smt Jayvanti Pawar)
Bounded as under :- East : By the Colony Road, West : By the Plot No. B-110, North : By the Colony Road, South : By the Govt. Land
Together with all and singular the structures and erections thereon, both present and future.

Place : Chhindwara, Date : 24/ 08 / 2024

IDBI BANK LTD., WTC Complex, Cuff Parade, Mumbai, Website: www.idbibank.in
IDBI BANK LTD., VIP Road Chhindwara, Below Hotel Ashray,
In front of St. Joseph School VIP Road, Chhindwara Pin- 480001 M.P.

POSSESSION NOTICE RULE 8 (1) FOR IMMOVABLE PROPERTY

Whereas the undersigned being the authorised officer of IDBI Bank Limited under the Securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial
Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (54 of 2002) and in exercise of the powers conferred under Section 13(12) read
with rule 3 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 issued a demand notice dated 13 June 2024 calling upon the borrower Shri
Ratnesh Pawar (Borrower) and Smt. Jayvanti Pawar (Co-Borrower & Mortgagor) to repay the amount mentioned in the notice
being Rs.9,21,740.75 (Rupees Nine Lakh Twenty One Thousand Seven Hundred Forty and Seventy Five Paisa only) within 60
days from the date of the receipt of the said notice. The Bormower/Co-Borrower/Mortgagor having failed to repay the amount, notice is
hereby given to the Borrower/Co-Borrower/Mortgagor and the public in general that the undersigned has taken possession of the
property described herein below, in exercise of powers conferred on him under sub-section (4) of section 13 of Act read with rule 8 of the
Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on this the 20" day of August of the year 2024. The Borrower/Co-Borrower/Mortgagor in
particular and the public in general is hereby cautioned not to deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to
the charge of IDBI Bank Limited for an amount of Rs.9,21,740.75 (Rupees Nine Lakh Twenty One Thousand Seven Hundred Forty
and Seventy Five Paisa only) and interest thereon. The Borrower/Co-Borrower/Mortgagor attention is invited to provisions of sub
section (8) of section 13 of the Act, in respect of time available, to redeem the secured assets.

Authorised Officer
IDBI Bank Ltd., Branch - Jabalpur
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n an effort to further

strengthen defence ties, India
and US have inked two major
agreements - Security of
Supplies Arrangement (SOSA)
and Memorandum  of
Agreement regarding the
Assignment of Liaison
Officers, Defence Ministry said
in New Delhi on Friday.
These pacts were signed
coinciding with Defence
Minister Rajnath  Singh’s
arrival on a four-day visit to
Washington late Thursday.
During his visit, Rajnath will
hold a bilateral meeting with
US Secretary of Defence
Lloyd Austin.
He will also meet the US
Assistant to the President for
National Security Affairs Jake
Sullivan, defence Ministry
said.
In addition, he will chair a
high-level round-table
meeting with the US defence
industry on the ongoing and
future defence collaborations.
The visit is expected to
further deepen and broaden
the India-US Comprehensive

Global Strategic Partnership,
officials said.

The agreements signed on
Thursday pertain to the
Security of Supplies
Arrangement (SOSA) and a
Memorandum of Agreement
regarding the Assignment of
Liaison Officers.

“Two important documents
have been signed in
Washington DC as Raksha
Mantri Shri @rajnathsingh’s
visit to the United States
begins.  Senior  Defence
officials from both sides
concluded the Security of
Supplies Arrangement
(SOSA), and Memorandum
of Agreement regarding the
Assignment of  Liaison
Officers,” Defence Ministry
said in a social media post.
The US and India entered
into a “bilateral, non-binding
Security of Supply
Arrangement (SOSA)” the
US Department of Defence
(DoD) said in a press release
on Thursday.

Through this SOSA, the US
and India agree to provide
reciprocal priority support
for goods and services that
promote National defence.

The Arrangement will enable
both countries to acquire the
industrial resources they
need from one another to
resolve unanticipated supply
chain disruptions to meet
national security needs, it
said.

The SOSA was signed by Dr
Vic  Ramdass, Principal
Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Defence for Industrial Base
Policy, on behalf of the US,

and Samir Kumar Sinha,

Additional Secretary and
Director General
(Acquisitions), on behalf of
the Ministry of Defence
(MoD).

“This Security of Supply
Arrangement represents a
pivotal moment in the US-
India Major Defence Partner
relationship and will be a key
factor in strengthening the
US-India Defence

Technology and  Trade
Initiative  (DTTI),”  said
Ramdass.

“1 look  forward to

OUSD(A&S) hosting the next
DTTI meeting this fall to
deepen cooperation between
our respective  defence
industrial bases and pursue
bilateral co-development, co-
production, and co-
sustainment initiatives,” he
said.

In the Arrangement, the US
and India commit to support

one  another’s  priority
delivery requests for
procurement of critical

national defence resources.
The US will provide India
assurances under the US

Defence  Priorities and
Allocations System (DPAS),
with programme

determinations by DoD and
rating authorisation by the
Department of Commerce
(DOC).

India will in turn establish a
Government-industry Code
of Conduct with its industrial
base, where Indian firms will
voluntarily agree to make
every reasonable effort to
provide the US priority

support, the release said.
With an expanding global
supply chain for DOD,
SOSAs are an important
mechanism for DoD to
strengthen interoperability
with  US defence trade
partners.

The Arrangements institute
working groups, establish
communication mechanisms,
streamline DoD processes,
and proactively act to allay

anticipated  supply ~chain
issues in peacetime,
emergency, and armed
conflict.

They are also a useful tool in
developing investment
strategies to ensure

redundancy and security, it
said. India is the 18th SOSA
partner of the US. Other
SOSA  partners include
Australia, Canada, Denmark,
Estonia, Finland, Israel, Italy,
Japan, Latvia, Lithuania, the
Netherlands, Norway, the
Republic of Korea, Singapore,
Spain, Sweden, and the UK.
Meanwhile, Rajnath said
India and US, together, are a
formidable force which can
ensure peace, prosperity and
stability in the world.
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India, US sign key delem:e nacts during Rajnath’s Washington visit

He made this assertion while
interacting with the Indian
diaspora after landing in
Washington.

He described India and US as
natural allies, which are
destined to be strong
partners, and this
collaboration is growing
continuously.

Rajnath re-asserted the fact
that under the dynamic
leadership of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, India’s
stature has grown on the
global stage.

“Earlier, Indias words at
international fora were not
heeded; but today, the whole
world listens carefully;” he
said. Rajnath pointed out that
before 2014, India was among
the ‘Fragile Five’ nations, as
coined by investment firm
Morgan Stanley, and today it
finds itself among the
‘Fabulous Five’ economies of
the world.

He cited the firm’s recent
report, which says that India
will become the third largest
economy by 2027.

He stressed that the
Government’s response to the
COVID-19 pandemic

ensured that the Indian
economy was not adversly
impacted as compared to
other countries.

The  defence  minister
highlighted the fact that the
government has successfully
brought 25 crore people
above poverty line.

He added that as per latest
data, retail inflation fell to a
five-year low of 3.54% and
foreign exchange reserves
have reached an all-time high
of $675 billion.

He enumerated the steps
taken by the Government to
achieve ‘Aatmanirbharta’ in
defence, including the
notification  of  Positive
Indigenisation Lists
comprising over 5,000 items.
He emphasised that the
consistent efforts are being
made to ensure that state-of-
the-art defence items are
manufactured on Indian soil
by domestic companies.
Rajnath acknowledged the
fact that the defence exports,
which were Rs 600 crore
before the current
government came to power,
have now risen significantly
to over Rs 21,000 crore.
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President Murmu lauds
ISRO’s debris-free space
mission goal by 2030

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE H
NEW DELHI

President Droupadi Murmu
on Friday voiced concern
over increasing space debris as
a result of numerous satellites
being placed in orbit and laud-
ed ISRO for setting itself a tar-
get to make future space mis-
sions debris free by 2030.

She was speaking at the
celebration of the maiden
National Space Day to mark
the first anniversary of the

landing of India’s
Chandrayaan-3 project.
Prime Minister Narendra

Modi greeted people on the
first National Space Day, and
said his Government has
taken a series of futuristic
decisions relating to this
sector and will do even more
in the times to come. Modi
had announced the
celebration of the National
Space Day last year following
India’s success in landing its
first spacecraft on the moon
on this day with the
Chandrayaan-3 mission.

He said in a social media post,
“Greetings to everyone on the
first National Space Day. We
recall with great pride our
nation’s achievements in the
space sector. It is also a day to
laud the contributions of our
space scientists.”

President Murmu said “Space
debris can cause problems for
space missions,” she said
during the event at Bharat
Mandapam here that was
attended by Union minister
Jitendra Singh, Indian Space
Research Organisation
(ISRO) Chairman S
Somanath, engineers, ISRO
scientists and representatives
of the country’s nascent space
industry.

The President appreciated the
ISRO System for Safe and
Sustainable Operations
Management facility, which
ensures continuous progress
of space research activities.

“I am also happy to note that
India is moving forward to
make all its space missions
debris free by 2030,” Murmu
said. The President said ISRO
had  made  remarkable
achievements in the space
sector as well as invaluable

contributions to the country’s
social and economic
development.

She appreciated the dedicated
scientists who placed India’s
space programme among the
best in the world by using
minimum resources.

The President said the
progress of Indias space
sector was extraordinary. “Be
it a successfully completed
Mars mission with limited
resources or the successful
launch of more than a
hundred satellites at once, we
have made many impressive
achievements,” she said.

At the event, Dr Jitendra
Singh announced that an
Indian will land on the
surface of Moon, fifteen years
from now, in the year 2040
and highlighted the historic
landing of Chandrayaan-3 on
the Moon’s South Pole, a feat
that astonished the world and
established India as a leader
in space exploration. Later the
President also presented
awards to winners of the
Robotics Challenge and the
Bharatiya Antariksh
Hackathon on the occasion.
“In the last six decades, India
has not only touched the lives
of its citizens but also reached
the Moon,” said Dr. Jitendra
Singh.

Govind takes
charge as
Union Home
Secretary

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

Senior IAS officer Govind
Mohan on Friday took charge
as the Union Home Secretary fol-
lowing the retirement of incum-
bent Ajay Kumar Bhalla.

Mohan, a 1989-batch IAS
officer of Sikkim cadre, was

serving as Union Culture
Secretary ~ before  being
appointed as Union Home
Secretary last week.

A B.Tech from Banaras Hindu
University and PG Diploma
from IIM, Ahmedabad, the
senior bureaucrat has a wide
experience of serving both the
Sikkim and the Central
Governments in  various
capacities. Mohan is considered
to be one of the brilliant officers
presently serving in the
Government and known for his
diligence. He had earlier served
the Home Ministry as
additional Secretary handling
several key divisions. A
seasoned bureaucrat, Mohan
was also the Government’s key
officer during the COVID-19
pandemic and tasked with
overseeing implementation of
decisions taken for various
protocols and ensuring smooth
coordination with States.

As Union Culture Secretary,
Mohan  has  successfully
launched  two  flagship
programmes of the Modi
Government Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav’ and ‘Har Ghar
Tiranga movement’

The ‘Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav’
is an initiative to celebrate and
commemorate 75 years of
Independence of the country
and the glorious history of its
people, culture and
achievements.

Hosting of the national flag in
every home, ‘Tiranga Yatras,
‘Tiranga rallies and “Tiranga’
runs are key initiatives under

the ‘Har Ghar Tiranga
movement. After the launch of
the ‘Har Ghar Tiranga

movement, job opportunities
were created for thousands of
women associated with self-
help groups (SHGs), which
have increasingly taken over
flag production to meet the
massive demand, officials said.

Health Ministry to replace colonial
convocation attire with local dress

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE W
NEW DELHI

In abid to move away from the
“colonial legacy” of wearing
the black robe and cap for con-
vocation ceremonies and instead
embrace attire that reflects
India’s diverse cultural heritage,
the Union Health Ministry has
directed its institutes including
AIIMS to develop a new dress
code for convocation cere-
monies that reflects local tradi-
tions.

“Currently, the black robe and
cap is being used during
convocation by  various
institutes of the ministry;” the
communication said. This
attire originated in the middle
ages in Europe and was
introduced by the British in all
their colonies,” said the
Ministry in a statement.

“The above tradition is a
colonial legacy which needs to

be changed,” the
communication to all of its
institutes said. “Accordingly it
has been decided by the
ministry that the various
institutes of the Ministry
including AIIMS/INIs engaged
in imparting medical
education will design (an)
appropriate India(n) dress
code for the convocation
ceremony of their institute -
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based on local traditions of the
state in which the institute is

located,” the communication
stated.
Overall, the goal is to

modernise and localise the
convocation experience,
making it more relevant and
reflective of India’s rich and
varied cultural landscape.

The proposed dress codes will
need to be submitted for
approval by the Union Health
Secretary.

Steps to mordernise railways

discussed at ASSOCHAM meet

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

ndia is the country with

maximum electrification for
expansion of tracks, Mukul
Saran Mathur, Additional
Member, Commercial,
Ministry of Railways, said in
his inaugural address at the
ASSOCHAM National
Conference held on Friday in
New Delhi.
Eminent experts,
stakeholders and senior
government officials from the
Railway Ministry deliberated
upon a range of issues and
transformative technical
solutions for ‘Modernisation
of Railway for Viksit Bharat.
Mathur, while focusing on
the achievements of the
railways, said the rail network
has been increased to 68,000
km currently and more
capacity must be created
immediately because two
crore people travel every day
by train in the country.
He added that more than
5,000 special trains have
recently been operated to
transport migrants. He also
mentioned an example for
Vande Bharat trains, a major
“flagship product” in India.
According to Mathur, Rs
85,000-crore  plan  was

for

railways
expansion in 2023-24.
He said the railways’ refund

provided

process for tickets has
become efficient as it has
been reduced by one-two
business days. Deepak
Sharma, Senior Member
ASSOCHAM and CEOQ, River
Engineering Pvt Ltd,
highlighted the
modernisation of railways as
a key component in India’s
vision of ‘Viksit Bharat’
(Developed India).

Sharma said the initiative
aims to transform the Indian
Railways into a world class
network  that  supports
economic growth, enhances
connectivity, and improves
the quality of life for millions
of people.

Sanjay Bajpai, Co-chairman,
the National Council on
Logistics and Warehousing,
ASSOCHAM and Executive

Director, the Container
Corporation of India Ltd
talked about how AI and
machine learning are useful
in terminals for 100 per cent
cargo visibility. We aim to
have  the last  mile
connectivity as we are
working on the Gati Shakti
plan, he added.

Animesh Gupta, a scientist at
Goldratt Research Labs USA,
discussed the gaps in railways
related to technology and
freight. “We need to reach 40
per cent freight by rail to
meet the demands. There’s a
need to reduce the
environmental footprint of
railway operations. The
railway sector needs to ensure
that digital solutions are
secure and protected from
cyber threats,” Gupta said.
Concentrating
transportation dependablllty,
President of ACTO Manish
Puri said that in order to
satisfy capacity and demand,
infrastructure and logistical
output are the main areas of
concern due to the increase
in trade activity. In order to
realise the goal of “Viksit
Bharat, contemporary
railway transition is essential
since it advances the
country’s economy, society,
and technology.

India seeks return of
seized Guru Granth Sahib
copies from Qatar

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI

India on Friday said it has
taken up with Qatar reports
of seizure of copies of the
Guru Granth Sahib, and is
according high priority to the
matter.

“We have seen reports
regarding the Guru Granth
Sahib seized by the Qatari
authorities and the demand
of their release by the Sikh
community,” External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal said.

He said the Government has
already taken up the matter
with the Qatar side and the
Indian embassy in Doha has
kept the Sikh community in
the Qatari capital abreast of
the developments.

“It is important to note that

two Swaroops of Guru
Granth Sahib were taken by
Qatar authorities from two
individuals/groups who were
charged for running religious
establishment without
approval of the government
of Qatar,” Jaiswal said. “Our
Embassy  rendered  all
possible assistance within the
ambit of local laws and
regulations,” he said.

The  Spokesperson  was
responding to media queries
on the issue.

“One Swaroop of the Holy
Book was returned by Qatari
authorities and it was assured
that the other Swaroop is also
kept with respect,” Jaiswal
said.

“We continue to follow up the
matter with Qatar authorities
with high priority and hope
for early resolution,” he said.

Plea for clarity on
new captive elephant
genetic data rules

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

Senior Congress Leader
Jairam Ramesh on Friday
urged Union Environment
Minister Bhupender Yadav to
provide clarity on a recent
circular regarding the trans-
port of captive elephants.
Ramesh sought detailed
information on the process
used by the Ministry to
establish the genetic profiles
of elephants, including how
this data is being generated
and who is responsible for
maintaining the database.

In a letter to Yadav, the
former Environment
Minister Ramesh drew the
attention of the Government
that on August 20, the
Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
reminded the Elephant Range
States of the Captive Elephant
(Transfer or Transport)
Rules, 2024.

“In particular attention was
drawn to the provision of
clause (7) Terms and
Conditions, sub-clause (3)
which mandates that ‘No
transfer of an elephant shall
be permissible unless genetic
profile of the elephant has
been entered in the electronic
monitoring application of the
Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change’’
Ramesh said in his letter to
Yadav. Ramesh said this
condition itself raises four
issues on which there is need
for clarity in the public
domain.

How exactly is the Ministry
of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change establishing
the genetic profile of each
elephant, Ramesh asked.

“Who is generating this data

and  maintaining  this
database? How exactly does
the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
intend to use this genetic data
for the protection of captive
and wild elephants?” he said.
“I presume that we have the

laboratory  infrastructure
with the necessary
sequencing facilities,”

Ramesh said.

On August 20, the Ministry
had issued a memorandum to
Chief Wildlife Wardens and
Principal ~ Chief  Forest
Conservators regarding the
Captive Elephant (Transfer
and Transport) Rules. These
rules are designed to regulate
the movement of captive
elephants within and between
States in India.

A key provision, sub-clause 3,
mandates that no elephant
can be transferred unless its
genetic profile is recorded in
the Ministry’s electronic
monitoring application. The
memorandum instructs State
officials to  ensure full
compliance ~ with  these
requirements to facilitate proper
tracking and management of
captive elephants.

Docs resume work after G
ordenr easing panents woes
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uch to the relief of the

patients, resident doc-
tors across the country
returned to work on Friday,
bringing an end to their 11-day
strike which was sparked by
the alleged rape and murder of
a junior doctor at RG Kar
Medical College in Kolkata
on August 9.
The strike, which began on
August 12, had led to the
shutdown of non-emergency
services, including outpatient
departments (OPD) and
diagnostics, causing
significant delays in patient
care.
The medics have been
advocating for a central law
to prevent violence against
healthcare professionals in
the workplace.
After the Supreme Court
made an appeal to all the
resident doctors across the
country to resume work, the
Federation of Resident
Doctors’ Association
(FORDA), which was the first
to give the nationwide strike
call, on Friday said that they
are suspending nationwide
elective services halt and
resuming duties.
However, while resident
doctors across the country
resumed their duties, protests
continue in West Bengal,
where the issue originated. In
Bengal, the agitating junior
doctors have maintained
their ceasework, leading to
ongoing disruptions in State-
run hospitals.
The Federation of All India
Medical Association
(FAIMA), a key resident
doctors association, said
“FAIMA has decided to call
off the strike following

positive directions from the
Chief Justice of India. We
welcome the acceptance of

our prayers for interim
protections and the necessary
steps to enhance hospital

security”
Dr. Dhruv Chauhan, the
National Council

Coordinator of the Indian
Medical Association-Junior
Doctors Network (IMA-
JDN), said that their
demands for the Central
Protection Act, which is in
the hands of the Government
of India is still the same, and
will continue to fight for our
rights.

The United Doctors Front
Association (UDF) also said
in response to the SC’
proactive and reassuring
directives, they have resolved
to suspend the ongoing
nationwide strike.

The Supreme Court had
directed healthcare
professionals to return to
work, emphasising that both
judges and doctors, who
handle matters of life and
liberty, should not engage in
strikes.

It also assured that no
coercive action would be
taken against the striking
medics and instructed the
Centre to enhance safety
measures for healthcare
personnel.

PM-JANMAN
campaign to
uplift tribes
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To deliver crucial services
and benefits to Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups
(PVTGs) in 194 districts across
India, the Government has
launched a nationwide cam-
paign under the Pradhan Mantri
Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha
Abhiyaan (PM-JANMAN)
which was conceived last year.
The campaign to be running
until September 10 seeks to
address the social, economic,
and educational challenges
faced by PVTGs by providing
essential services such as
housing, clean water,
sanitation, education,
healthcare, improved
connectivity.

Indias Scheduled Tribe (ST)
population stands at 10.45
crore, with 75 communities
classified as PVTGs in 18 states
and the Union Territory of
Andaman and Nicobar Islands.
PM-JANMAN was launched
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Janjatiya Gaurav
Diwas on November 15 last
year in Jharkhand with an aim
to provide essential services
like housing, clean water,
sanitation, education,
healthcare, and better road and
telecom connectivity to PVTG
families.

A budget of Rs 15,000 crore
has been allocated over three
years starting from 2023. Last
year, a similar campaign
reached 100 districts, covering
500 blocks and 15,000
habitations.

This year, the effort will
expand to cover 28,700
habitations and reach 44.6
lakh individuals in 194
districts.
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Karnataka Govt mulls safety steps for
tioctors, hospital staif post-Kolkata incident

PTI B BENGALURU

The Karnataka government
on Friday suggested a slew
of measures to be adopted to
ensure the safety and security
of doctors working in hospitals
across the state.

A meeting chaired by Minister
for Medical Education
Sharanprakash Patil discussed
safety measures for doctors,
nurses and hospital staff.
Members of the doctors’ asso-
ciation were asked to draft a
document so that the
Department of Medical
Education can prepare a stan-
dard advisory. After the recent
rape and murder of a woman
doctor in Kolkata, which has
shocked the entire nation, the
safety profile for the working
doctors has once again been
reviewed, the Director of
Medical Education Dr Shobha
Rathod said. “On the instruc-
tions of our minister, we have
held a meeting with all the
directors of the government
institutes and the super spe-
cialty hospitals to identify the

gaps in the safety profile for our
working doctors,” she told PTL
According to DME, there are
71 medical colleges including
22 government medical col-
leges under the Department of
Medical Education. Apart from
them, there are nursing and
paramedical institutes in the
state.

During the meet, the depart-
ment also reviewed the safety
lapses. Following the Nirbhaya
advisory, the department has
been insisting that there are no
dark corridors anywhere and

all the places should be well lit,
Rathod said adding that CCTV
cameras should be installed in
most of the areas.

“The security personnel are the
ones who can walk anywhere
with the consent in all the areas
of the institute, so whether we
have a good background check
of all these people whom we
take under security and house-
keeping, that was one issue.”
All the institutes have the
Prevention of Sexual
Harassment (POSH) commit-
tees, which can also suggest a

precautionary measure so that
if there is any such incident
then an alert can be sounded.
Rathod said the POSH com-
mittees have been regularly
conducting meeting to make
sure that there are no incidents
of harassment of women. The
department is also using
Artificial Intelligence for the
safety of each doctor.
Self-defence training of the
doctors and counseling of med-
ical professionals regarding
their stress levels were also dis-
cussed, she explained. “We are
also encouraging pink boxes so
that in case of unbiased com-
plaints, the administration can
look into it,;” Dr Rathod said.
“Introducing of ‘code white’
system. - If there is something
called a code white, which we
have already seen, it being
worked out in our Indian
Institute of nephro-urology,
that will make all of them
alert, how quickly we can be
alerted if there is an untoward
incident which is happening,’
she added.

Withdraw cases against
Badlapur protesters, or we will
hit the streets: Uddhav

PTI B MUMBAI

hiv Sena (UBT) chief

Uddhav Thackeray on
Friday demanded the with-
drawal of cases against those
who had protested in Badlapur
against the alleged sexual abuse
of two kindergarten girls, warn-
ing that the opposition would
have to hit the streets if it is not
done.
Addressing a news conference,
Thackeray said the August 24
‘Maharashtra Bandh’ called by
the opposition bloc Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) is not political
but against “perversion” and
urged people cutting across
caste and religion to participate
in it. He claimed the bandh
would be observed on behalf of
the people of the state.
Slamming the Eknath Shinde
government’s action over the
Badlapur protest, Thackeray
said, “Arrests are still taking
place in Badlapur. The cases
against the protesters must be
withdrawn or else we have to
hit the streets”
A massive protest rocked
Badlapur town in Thane dis-

r
S
trict on Tuesday after thou-
sands of people hit the streets
and spilled onto railway tracks
to protest the alleged sexual
assault of two four-year-old
girls by a male attendant at a
local school. At least 25 police
personnel were injured in the
incidents of stone-pelting at the
railway station and other parts
of Badlapur during the protest.
Police have arrested 72 persons
in connection with the violence
during the stir.

The accused was arrested on
August 17. He has been sent to
police custody till August 26.
Thackeray said the bandh
should be “strictly” followed till
2 pm, ensuring that emer-
gency services remain opera-
tional.
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Himachal Govt signs
pact with MSTC for
e-auction of mines

PTI B SHIMLA

The Himachal Pradesh gov-
ernment has signed a pact
with MSTC Ltd to facilitate e-
auction services for mining
leases and composite licenses in
the state, Industries Minister
Harshwardhan Chauhan said
on Friday.
Chauhan said the state gov-
ernment will auction two big
blocks of limestone in Arki
tehsil of Solan district and
Sunni tehsil of Shimla district.
The limestone from these
blocks is of fine quality, making
it highly valuable for use in
cement, steel, glass and fertilis-
er industries, the minister said.
A memorandum of under-
standing (MoU) was signed by
Director of Industries Rakesh
Kumar Prajapati on behalf of
the state government and
Regional Manager Nitin Anand
representing Metal Scrap Trade
Corporation (MSTC) Ltd, a
Government of India enterprise
under the Ministry of Steel,
according to a statement issued
here.

Further, Chauhan highlighted
that the auction of these min-
eral mines would not only
boost the state’s revenue but also
create employment opportuni-
ties for the local population.

On Friday, the minister also
presided over the 231st meet-
ing of the Board of Directors of
HP General Industries
Corporation Ltd here.

During the meeting, the board
approved a 7 per cent dividend
payment to the Himachal
Pradesh government for FY23,
amounting to Rs 50.06 lakh.
This dividend represents a 2 per
cent increase over the state
government’s standard directive
of 5 per cent, the statement said.

Shivra] lauds Modi Govt’s efforts to uplift backward classes, mocks

N

PTI H PATNA

Senior BJP leader and Union
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan on Friday praised
the Narendra Modi govern-
ment for its efforts to uplift
backward classes and accused
the Congress-led opposition
of merely offering “lip service”
to the cause.

The Minister for Agriculture
and Farmers’ Welfare and Rural
Development was addressing a
party function in memory of
Ramphal Mandal, a freedom
fighter who went to the gallows

at the age of 19 for killing three
British officials who were
blamed for a police firing dur-
ing the 1942 Quit India move-
ment.

Chouhan, a former chief min-
ister of Madhya Pradesh, noted
that Mandal was a “dhanuk’, a
backward class “known for its
contribution in nation building,
in my home state as well as
Bihar” “Our opponents only
pay lip service to backward
classes who have got their due
only under the current BJP
regime, with an ‘ati pichhde’
(extremely backward class)

Narendra Modi at the helm”,
said Chouhan.

He added, “It is Modi who gave
27 per cent reservation to the
OBCs in entrance tests like
NEET. It is this government
which granted constitutional
status to the National OBC
Commission. Compare this
with the Congress which slept
over recommendations of the
Kalelkar Commission”.
Chouhan’s averment comes in
the backdrop of the opposition,
led by Rahul Gandhi, making a
strong pitch for “caste census”,
which implies enumeration of

P

social groups other than SCs,
STs and religious minorities,
which was last undertaken
about a century ago.

The BJP leader said, “Mere
talks will not do. We need to
make a difference to the lives of
the common people. The Modi
government is committed to
build 13 lakh houses in the next
four years for the benefit of the
homeless. Entrepreneurship is
being encouraged among
women through schemes like
Lakhpati Didi”.

“We are also trying to ensure an
increase in agricultural output,

Cong for ‘lip service’

alongside a reduction in cost of
farming, so that agriculture is
not seen as an economically
unviable activity. Activities like
horticulture and floriculture
are also being encouraged and
farmers are being provided
support when they face losses
because natural calamities’, the
agriculture minister said.

Earlier, Chouhan held a dis-
cussion with farmers and said
he was “amazed” to see stalls of
local items like makhana, rice,
honey and maize put up at the
state-of-the-art ‘Krishi Bhavan’
“In Bihar, we do not have large

tracts of land. More than 90 per
cent of cultivators are margin-
al farmers. But they are workng
wonders”, remarked Chouhan.
The Minister also said that
“makhana” (fox nuts), which is
cultivated mostly in Bihar, is in
huge demand abroad and its
export would bring immense
benefits to farmers.
“Diversification of agriculture is
on the government’s roadmap...
Along with traditional crops, we
will encourage cultivation of
items which could bring in
more money’, the minister
added.

Himachal to launch new flight routes to
connect Chandigarh, Kullu, Dharamshala

PTI ® SHIMLA

n a bid to further boost

tourism in the state, the
Himachal Pradesh government
is set to introduce new flight
routes connecting Chandigarh,
Kullu and Dharamsala, officials
said on Friday.
According to the officials, the
government is already in dis-
cussions with airlines and other
stakeholders to launch flights in
these routes.
The direct flight between Kullu
and Dharamshala is expected
to significantly benefit the
tourism sector, addressing a
long-standing demand from
visitors, a statement issued
here said.
Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu emphasised the
government’s commitment to
attracting high-end tourists to
the state. “Strengthening air
connectivity was crucial to
achieving our tourism goals
and reducing travel time and
costs for tourists is essential,” he

said.

“Himachal Pradesh is blessed
with breathtaking landscapes
and has immense potential for
tourism. Systematic develop-
ment of tourism infrastructure
would not only increase tourist
footfalls but also bolster the
local economy,” CM Sukhu
said.

Four flight routes, linking a few
popular tourist destinations in
the state with other parts of the
country, are currently opera-
tional. Fights on the Delhi-

Shimla-Delhi and Shimla-
Dharamsala-Shimla routes
operate daily, while the
Amritsar-Shimla- Amritsar and
Amritsar-Kullu-Amritsar
routes are operational thrice a
week.

In addition to expanding flight
routes, the Himachal Pradesh
government is also developing
new heliports to further
improve air connectivity for
tourists, the statement said.
“Rs 13 crore has been allocat-
ed for the construction of heli-

ports in Rakkar and Palampur
in Kangra district, Reckong Peo
in Kinnaur district and anoth-
er in Chamba district,” it said.
“The hilly terrain of Himachal
Pradesh makes the construc-
tion of heliports beneficial,” the
chief minister.

“These heliports would attract
more tourists by saving travel
time and they would also pro-
vide assistance to local resi-
dents in emergencies, if any;” he
added.

The more tourists we attract,
the more benefits would accrue
to the people of the state,
Sukhu said, adding that the
state government was adopting
a focused approach to establish
these heliports, ensuring that
each district headquarters was
connected to this facility.
Furthermore, the state gov-
ernment has declared Kangra
district as the tourism capital of
Himachal Pradesh and is
upgrading the necessary
tourism infrastructure in the
district, the statement said.

Prime suspect in schoolgirl’s sexual assault

at fake NCC camp case commits suicide
Main accused consumes rat poison, dies in hospital

PTIE
KRISHNAGIRI (TAMIL NADU)

The prime suspect in the
sexual assault of a school
girl at a fake NCC camp at
Bargur in the district died
allegedly by suicide on Friday,
said police. Sivaraman report-
edly consumed rat control
paste ahead of his arrest on
August 19, they said.

He was admitted to the
Government Medical College
Hospital in Krishnagiri, where
he was undergoing treatment
for fracturing his leg when he
attempted to escape from
being caught by the police.
Later, he was referred to the
Government Medical College
Hospital, Salem as his condi-
tion worsened, and he died
today.

Incidentally, Sivaramans father
Ashok Kumar died in a road
accident when he was riding a
two-wheeler in an inebriated

condition on Thursday, a
senior police official said.
Sivaraman was among 11 peo-
ple, including the school
authorities, who were arrested
by the Bargur All-Woman
police. He had organised the
fake NCC camp where the girl
student studying in class 8 and
several other girls were sexu-
ally assaulted.

About 41 students, including
17 girls, participated in the
fake NCC camp recently and
the incident of sexual assault
came to light after the girl nar-
rated her trauma to her par-

ents, who then lodged a com-
plaint with the police.
Opposition parties ATADMK
and BJP have raised suspicion
over the death of Sivaraman by
suicide following his father’s
demise allegedly due to a road
accident and wondered if any
attempt was being made to
shield the real culprit involved
in the sexual assault and abuse
of the girls at the fake NCC
camp.

Citing media reports,
ATADMK General Secretary
Edappadi K Palaniswami said
the timing of Sivaraman’s
death before the Special
Investigation Team (SIT)
commenced the probe into the
case, and also that of Ashok
Kumar on Thursday night
raises doubts.

“The public wonders whether
Sivaraman has been killed
fearing he might reveal the
names of real culprits involved
in the criminal activity and

that the police are trying to
shield the real culprits,”
Palaniswami said in a state-
ment here.

He demanded that a SIT
undertake a thorough probe
and expose those involved in
the sexual assault and abuse at
the fake NCC camps.

Also, he sought to know how
many such camps were organ-
ised so far and if any action has
been taken on the schools
that allowed their children to
participate in such fake camps.
Expressing similar doubts, BJP
state chief K Annamalai said,
“both the deaths are suspi-
cious... A strong doubt arises
whether those involved in the
case have actually been arrest-
ed or whether the two deaths
took place to save someone,”
he said in a post on social
media platform X. He urged
the SIT to conduct a detailed
enquiry and bring out the
truth.

Siddaramaiah, Shivakumar in
Delhi to discuss MUDA ‘scam’
with Congress high command
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PTI W NEW DELHI

Karnataka Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah and Deputy
Chief Minister D K
Shivakumar arrived in the
national capital on Friday for
crucial meetings with top
Congress leaders.

Sources indicate that the pri-
mary focus of these discussions
will be to formulate a strategy
ahead of next week’s high court
hearing on the controversial
Mysuru Urban Development
Authority (MUDA) ‘scam’ case.

The MUDA ‘scam’ has been a
thorn in Siddaramaiah’s side,
with allegations of illegal land
dealings involving the chief
minister and his wife Parvathi
flying thick and fast. At the
heart of the controversy are
claims that Parvathi received 14
plots in exchange for 3.16 acres
of land, which was allegedly

acquired illegally by MUDA.

Adding to political pressure,
Karnataka Governor Thawar
Chand Gehlot has recently
sanctioned investigations under
the Prevention of Corruption
Act, intensifying scrutiny of the
chief minister.

Sources privy to the matter
suggest that the Delhi meetings
will also address pending cor-
ruption cases against the state
BJP leaders. The Congress
leadership is expected to devise
a counter strategy to exert
pressure on the governor.
Accompanying Siddaramaiah
and Shivakumar are several key
state ministers, including
Home Minister G
Parameshwar, Social Welfare
Minister H C Mahadevappa
and Minority and Housing
Minister B Z Zameer Ahmed
Khan, MLC K Govindaraju
and Power Minister K J George.

PTI W GUWAHATI

A14-year—old girl was
allegedly gang-raped by
three persons in Assam’s
Nagaon district, triggering
massive protests by people on
the streets.

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma promised that
stern action would be taken
against the perpetrators.
The girl was allegedly assault-
ed and raped by three persons
while she was returning home
from her tuition on her bicy-
cle in Dhing area around 8
pm on Thursday, police said.
Three persons came in a
motorcycle and surrounded
the girl, who was then
allegedly raped by them and
left in an injured and uncon-
scious state on the roadside
near a pond.

The class 10 student was later
rescued by locals, who
informed the police.

She was initially taken to a
health centre in Dhing and
later shifted to a hospital in
Nagaon for treatment and
medical examination.

“The criminals who dared to
commit such a heinous crime
against a minor Hindu girl of
Dhing will not be spared by
the law.

I have directed the DGP and
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Water Resources Minister
Pijush Hazarika to rush to
Dhing and take the toughest
action,” Sarma told reporters
in Hailakandi.

Sarma alleged that after Lok
Sabha elections, “a section of
members of a particular com-
munity have become very
active and have been encour-
aged to commit such crimes.
We will, however, come down
heavily on the perpetrators
and nobody will be spared”
In the last two months, 22
such crimes against women
have taken place and this is

the 23rd such incident in the
state, he added.

“In Lower and central Assam
and Barak Valley districts,
where indigenous people have
become a numeric minority,
they are living in constant
fear.

People outside these regions
cannot gauge this harsh real-
ity,” he said.

The chief minister urged all to
be sensitive about these issues
of the indigenous people.
“We should identify the real
perpetrators behind these
heinous crimes and not be

stuck in blaming communi-
ties within the Hindu society;”
Sarma said.

The police said that one per-
son had been already arrest-
ed and another detained while
a search was on to nab the
others.

DGP G P Singh reached
Dhing and visited the crime
scene along with district
police officials.

Meanwhile, people from all
sections of the society hit the
streets on Friday morning
demanding the arrest of the
culprits.Shopkeepers downed
the shutters of their business
establishments and social and
political  organisations
demanded stringent action
against the culprits and secu-
rity for women and girls.
Tension prevailed in the area
and police patrolling and vigil
have been intensified.
Earlier, Sarma had said that
“the horrific incident at
Dhing, involving a minor, is
a crime against humanity and
has struck our collective con-
science”.

“We will NOT SPARE anyone
& BRING the perpetrators to
JUSTICE. I've directed
@DGPAssamPolice to visit
the site and ensure swift
action against such monsters,’
Sarma posted on X.

Teen gangrapetl i Assam, massive protests erupt

Four [abourers among 5 killed
as under-construction cottage’s
roof caves in at MP resort

PTI B MHOW (MP)

Five persons -- four labour-
ers and their contractor --
were killed after the roof of an
under-construction cottage at
a resort collapsed in Indore
district amid heavy rains, a
police official said on Friday.
The incident occurred at
Choral village in Mhow tehsil,
about 40km from the district
headquarters, on Thursday
night when four labourers
and their contractor were
sleeping under the freshly laid
concrete slab, which sudden-
ly came crashing down, trap-
ping them, he said. Two of the
deceased were brothers.

Police were informed about
the roof collapse at around
6.30 am and they immediate-
ly rushed to the spot and
started a rescue operation,
Indore (Rural) Superintendent
of Police Hitika Wasal told PTI
over the phone from the con-
struction site which is sur-
rounded by forests and
hillocks. The operation ended
with the recovery of five bod-
ies, which were sent to a hos-
pital, she said, adding “We
have launched an investigation

into the incident”

The accident came to light in
the morning when other
labourers turned up for work
at the site, said inspector Amit
Kumar of the Simrol police
station. The deceased were
identified as labourers Hariom
Malviya (22), Ajay Malviya
(20), Gopal Prajapati (45),
Raja (22) and their contractor
Pawan Panchal (35), Deputy
Superintendent of Police
(DSP) Umakant Chaudhary
said. Hariom and Ajay Malviya
were brothers, he added. “The
roof slab which collapsed was
constructed just one or two
days ago,” Chaudhary added.
The police officer said six cot-
tages were being readied at the
resort and their structures
appeared weak at the first
glance. The department con-
cerned will check the quality
of construction work,
Chaudhary added. Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav expressed grief
over the tragedy and
announced financial assis-
tance of Rs 2 lakh each to the
family of the deceased. Indore
District Magistrate Ashish
Singh said.
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Surging ahead

Kamala’s socialism resonates with people while personal

attacks by Trump diminish his chances in the US elections

once again on Vice President Kamala Harris. Her steadfast commitment to sec-

As the United States gears up for another contentious election, the spotlight is

ularism has struck a chord with a diverse electorate that values the separation
of church and state. In contrast, former President Donald Trump's attacks on Harris,
aimed at undermining her credibility, may be backfiring, potentially diminishing his
chances in the upcoming elections. As the political climate in the United States con-
tinues to evolve, Vice President Kamala Harris has emerged as a prominent advo-
cate for policies rooted in democratic socialism. Her focus on social justice, eco-
nomic equality, and government intervention to address systemic issues resonates
with a growing segment of the American electorate. Meanwhile, former President
Donald Trump's attacks on Harris appear to be weakening his appeal, potentially dimin-
ishing his chances in the upcoming elections. Kamala Harris’s brand of socialism

ping into a widespread desire for systemic change.

centres on creating a fairer society through progres-
sive taxation expanded healthcare access, and
stronger social safety nets. Her policies aim to
address the widening wealth gap, ensure affordable
education, and promote racial and gender equality.
These ideas have gained traction, particularly
among younger voters, minorities, and working-class
Americans who feel left behind by the current eco-
nomic system. Harris’s commitment to these prin-
ciples is seen as a response to the pressing needs
of a diverse and economically stratified nation. By
advocating for policies that prioritize the needs of
the many over the interests of the few, Harris is tap-
In contrast, Donald Trump’s

strategy has often relied on personal attacks, attempting to discredit Harris by ques-
tioning her policies and character. However, these comments have not only failed to
undermine Harris’s growing support but may also be backfiring on Trump himself.
Many voters perceive Trump’s rhetoric as divisive and out of touch with the issues
that matter most to them, such as healthcare, education, and economic justice.
Moreover, Trump's focus on personal attacks rather than substantive policy debates
could be alienating voters who are looking for solutions to real problems. As the elec-
torate becomes increasingly concerned with issues like income inequality, climate
change, and access to healthcare, Trump's attacks may come across as a distrac-
tion from the pressing issues at hand. Kamala Harris’s approach, rooted in demo-
cratic socialism, offers a vision of an America where everyone has a fair shot at suc-
cess. This vision is resonating with a growing number of voters who are frustrated
with the status quo and are seeking leaders who will champion their interests.
Meanwhile, Trump’s jabs may be costing him the support of those who are tired of
political mudslinging and are looking for a leader who can address their needs.

A mahout bathes an elephant at Elephant Orphanage in PinnaWaIa
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Violence against women:

Unheeded cries

As public outrage grows, the challenge before the authorities is to

provide safety a

n a flashback all the past
horrendous incidents of
violence against women,
particularly incidents of
rape cross the mind. Here in
our country, newspaper pages
more than often bring out horri-
fying accounts of sexual violence
- a 65-year-old grandmother
assaulted in Kharagpur or a
teenage girl, native of Uttar
Pradesh, was gang-raped inside a
government bus at the Dehradun
Inter-State Bus Terminal (ISBT)
in Uttarakhand on August 12,
2024, and the latest from
Mabharashtra, when on August 20,
2024, two minor girls, aged 4,
studying in Nursery, were sexu-
ally assaulted by a school sweep-
er in the washroom of a well-
known Adarsh Vidya Mandir in
Badlapur school near Mumbai.
These incidents happened with-
in days when the entire nation
was gripped by the horrors of the
R G Kar Medical College and
Hospital at Kolkata. And these are
not isolated incidents — they are
part of a grim reality where a rape
is reported every 21 minutes. Yet,
despite the horror these crimes
evoke, they are quickly forgotten
by all except the victims and their
families, who are left to fight lone-
ly, often futile battles for justice for
years, which sometimes is only
the ray of hope for them.India’s
response to sexual violence
remains disturbingly inadequate.
More than a decade has passed
since the Nirbhaya case - a bru-
tal gang rape that shocked the
nation and led to the passage of
new sexual assault laws. But the
situation has barely improved.
Nearly 50 years before Nirbhaya,
the fearless, Aruna Shanbaug, a
25-year-old nurse, was viciously
assaulted by a hospital cleaner in
Mumbai. Sodomized, strangled
with a metal chain, and left for
dead, she survived - only to
remain in a vegetative state for 41
years until her death.
Her ordeal led to a landmark
judgment on passive euthanasia
in India, yet her suffering stands
as a testament to the enduring
failures of a society that contin-
ues to fail its women. The recent
brutal rape and murder of a 31-
year-old postgraduate trainee
doctor in Kolkata serves as a grim
reminder that little has changed.
Female healthcare workers or
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women workers per se, still
fear for their safety even in
supposed sanctuaries such as
hospitals. This ongoing crisis
underscores the dire need for
real change - a change that
goes beyond laws and address-
es the deep-seated cultural
and institutional failures that
allow such atrocities to persist.
This incident of R.G. Kar
Medical College and Hospital
has shaken the conscience of
West Bengal, and the ripple
effects are being felt across the
political landscape — and the
entire nation. The public’s
reaction to this crime has
been fierce and unforgiving.
Protests have erupted across
the state, with citizens
demanding justice not only for
the victim but also calling for
broader reforms to ensure
such incidents are not repeat-
ed.

The political and social
response to the incident has
been equally chaotic. The deci-
sion for a swift call for a CBI
investigation and capital pun-
ishment, alongside the rally for
“Khela Hobe Divas,” has been
met with criticism for its tim-
ing and focus.

Additionally, state actions,
such as the transfer of doctors
allegedly involved in protests
and the use of social media to
counter celebrity critiques
(read singers), have further
fueled debates about the han-
dling of the case.The political
implications of this incident

nd dignity of women across the country
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could be far-reaching. But
beyond politics, the safety of
women and girls in India
remains a critical concern,
deeply rooted in societal
norms, legal frameworks, and
institutional practices.

Despite advancements in leg-
islation and public awareness,
instances of violence and
harassment against women
are prevalent. High-profile
cases of assault, trafficking, and
domestic violence highlight

_ the persistent vulnerabilities
HIGH-PROFILE faced by women and girls. The
CASES OF legaﬁ 1systelrrll(, w}lllile equipped

with laws like the ‘Protection

ASSAULT,  ofHuman Rights Act’ and the
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VULNERABILITIES

Act, or for that matter, the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act (POCSO
of 2012), often struggles with
implementation and enforce-
ment.

There are systemic delays in
justice delivery and shortcom-
ings in police response, which

FACED BY exacerbate the sense of insecu-
rity. Protective measures,
WOMEN including the establishment of

fast-track courts and special-
ized police units, aim to
address these issues and pro-
vide some ray of light in this
dark world for women.
Further, societal attitudes
towards women play a signif-
icant role in undermining
these measures. Deep-seated
patriarchal views and cultur-
al practices continue to nor-
malize gender-based violence,
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making it difficult for protec-
tive laws to translate into tan-
gible safety for women. The
lack of comprehensive sexual
education and community
engagement further perpetu-
ates harmful stereotypes and
behaviours. Right education
for the boys at home is anoth-
er crucial area for intervention
by the government and NGOs.
The role of NGOs and grass-
roots movements has been
pivotal in advocating for
women's rights and safety.
Effective safety measures must
involve not only legal reforms
but also significant shifts in
overall attitudes and commu-
nity involvement.
The challenge before the
authorities is not just one of
governance but of moral lead-
ership - a test that will define
their legacy to guarantee safe-
ty to women and girl children.
Aami tomari maatiro konya,
janoni bosundhara /Tobe
aamar manobojanmo keno
bonchito kora... (I am no
other, but the daughter of
yours, O' motherland/Why
deprive me of the legacy of my
human life...). Written in the
year 1933 by Rabindranath
Tagore, these lines echo far and
wide and call for collective
action. It is time to stand up to
see where we stand and where
we fail.
(The writer is Programme
Executive, Gandhi Smriti and
Darshan Samiti; views are
personal)

Empowering Women: Mandatory

self-defence training in schools
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ASHA IYER KUMAR

"This proactive approach could provide women with the skills and
confidence to fend off potential attackers, empowering them

he cauldron of public
I rage is boiling over in
the aftermath of the
rape and murder of a young
resident doctor in Kolkata. It
isn't the first time that the
nation is witnessing such
gruesomeness, and it won't
be the last either unless
something drastic happens
at all levels — societal, legal
and psychological.
It isn't that there were no
horrific instances of sexual
assault on women before
Nirbhaya. There were, but
Nirbhaya’s case brought the
issue of women’s safety (or
the lack of it) front and cen-
tre, and it resulted in insti-
tuting legislation that offered
women more protection and
legal support. Stringent mea-
sures have been implement-
ed, yet incidents keep hap-
pening across the country.
It nearly feels like no exter-
nal force can stem this rot,
and it is time for women to
take their protection into
their own hands, literally.In
light of the above, I am
wondering if it wouldn’t be
more prudent and practical
to arm our girls with self-
defence tactics right from the
beginning. Crimes against
women have become so reg-

ular, that attention must
now turn towards finding
means to empower women
in a way that will give them
confidence and security in
different realms of their pro-
fessional and private lives.
The violations can probably
be attributed to a deep-root-
ed patriarchal mindset that
has been the bane of women
(not just in India), but fixing
the blame on society or its
vagaries does not help us
fight critical issues such as
this. It's worse when women
themselves are held respon-
sible for the abuses they are
subjected to.

If society wants to pin the
responsibility of safety on
women, then there must be
an action plan to arm
women with the necessary
armament.

In simple words, why not

make martial arts and other
self-defence lessons com-
pulsory in the school cur-
riculum? If there can be a
sports or PT period, there
can be a martial arts period
too. The very idea of equip-
ping our girls with the skills
to fend off troublemakers
makes me jubilant and offers
hope that no legislation can
offer. Widespread condem-
nation and demand for puni-
tive action cannot pre-empt
future instances.

What can curb it is the gen-
eral knowledge among
errant men that the woman
they have cornered is capa-
ble of packing a punch, a
chop or a kick that will neu-
tralise them. Martial arts
has been an optional activi-
ty for girls in an urban set-
ting, but only when it is
introduced as a part of the
curriculum from primary
grades in every school and
they must be genuinely
emancipated from the dan-
gers that lurk at every corner
of their daily lives.

It is encouraging to learn
that the government is intent
on its aim to ensure the safe-
ty of women in the country
and hand out the severest
punishment to perpetrators,

but these are steps taken
post-incident. What is sug-
gested in this piece is a plan
to provide a pre-emptive
measure, a way to forestall
violent attacks against
women by their defences. It
can deter a good majority of
men on the loose with
vagrant ideas.

Parents who are better
informed enrol their daugh-
ters in self-defence pro-
grammes, but they are few
and far between. The real
difference will be seen only
when every school-going
child is taught the tech-
niques to ward off an offend-
er by dint of their physical
prowess.

If our women can win
medals in the boxing and
wrestling rings, if they can
build enough brawns along
with brains in school, if
every man who casts a sala-
cious glance on a woman
remembers that his prospec-
tive victim is not a push-
over, then there will be
change. Let us empower our
girls with the spunk to keep
the marauders at bay.

(The author is a columnist,
author and writing coach
based in Dubai; views are

personal)
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VALID CONCERNS ON E-COMMERCE
Madam — Union Minister of Commerce
and Industry, Piyush Goyal, has raised
valid concerns about the questionable
practices of e-commerce companies,
particularly regarding predatory pricing,
cash burning, successive years of losses,
and the use of FDI to cover these losses.
His concerns emphasize the need for pol-
icymakers to ensure a level playing field
for local businesses and industries. More
troubling is the destination and intent
behind the FDI in these companies. E-
commerce companies consistently declare
significant losses in their income tax
returns, carrying them forward year
after year to offset against future profits.
This cycle continues with mergers, where
the losses of merged companies are also
carried forward. In contrast, local traders
and entrepreneurs pay regular taxes on
their incomes, while e-commerce com-
panies avoid taxes through their account-
ing strategies.

This tax advantage, along with the con-
venience and wide range of products
offered by online trade, gives e-commerce
companies a significant edge. Goyal sug-
gests that cash burn by e-commerce com-
panies should not be allowed as a deduc-
tion, and the period for carrying forward
losses should be limited to a maximum
of two years. The impact of e-commerce
on local traders is already evident, with
potential job losses on the horizon.
Another concern is the shift of youth
from traditional businesses and agricul-
ture to delivery jobs, leading to their
migration from rural areas to metro cities.

Vinod Johri | New Delhi

MODERN SLAVERY

Madam— "I freed a thousand slaves. I
could have freed more if only they knew
they were slaves”" . One need not look
beyond these thought-provoking words
of American abolitionist Harriet Tubman
to decipher the evils of slavery. Though
Tubman spoke at the end of the 19th cen-
tury, her words hold true for modern slav-
ery as well. Human trafficking, bonded

E EDITOR

Lateral entries rolled back

N
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propos to " The Govt steps back " pub-
Alished on 22nd August, it is my response".
Efficient bureaucracy leads to good gov-
ernance and with this good intention the gov-

labour and forced marriages are direct
examples of today's slavery whereas
domestic work, construction activities,
and sexual exploitation fall into the
"domain" of forced labour. Nothing can
exemplify modern slavery better than the
child labour. The International Labour
Organisation (ILO) has identified about
twenty five million men and women as
victims of modern slavery.
Nobody can turn somebody into a slave
unless the latter allows them is now some-
thing like a misnomer. ILO has special-
ly targeted migrant workers who are eas-
ily lured because of their poor under-
standing of local language and tradition.
To take stock of the progress done by
ancillary agencies and the respective gov-
ernments, "International Day for the
Abolition of Slave trade" is observed on
August 23. It is hoped that the United
Nations' Universal Declaration of Human
Rights that states " no one shall be held
in slavery or servitude; slavery and the
slave trade shall be prohibited in all their
forms" gains a fresh momentum.
Ganapathi Bhat |Akola

ernment wanted to rope in 45 lateral entries
into our civil services, which was not the first
time, it has been happening since Nehru’s
days. But such is the compulsion of coalition
politics that the government had to give in to
the demands of its own allies.
Prime Minister Modi had also rolled back crit-
ical three farm laws which were in the larger
interest of the farmers. So now after this deci-
sion, it is going to boost opposition’ morale
to put Gol on the mat again in future, and it
has given Modi’s government a negative and
weak government’s image. Hopefully it will
learn its lessons and take opposition and allies
on board before rolling out any sensitive
changes or policies in future. It is the most
democratic thing to do anyway because what
is democracy if it is not inclusive and does not
reflects people’s will.

Bal Govind |Noida

NO LIMITS FOR PARA PLAYERS
Madam — The season of Paralympics is
all set to began with Indian athletic con-
tingent start reaching over there in the
Game village of Paris. So far, the closing
of Paris Olympics done, with India tak-
ing on six medals only, however some
sports spectators and aficionados are set-
ting the medal count limit with 12
medals at the Paralympics.
India has successfully lifted 19 medals in
Paralympics Tokyo edition of 2021, for all
those are setting the bar before the real
talent actually comes up, it is crucial to
appreciate the talent and zeal of our para
players. Let's don't set any specific
boundary of medals that they have to win
for the nation. Why just 12, our players
have the capability of winning much
more. May their competitive spirit and
sportsmanship, let them conquer the
sports laurels in a celebrated manner
without any pressure.

Kirti Wadhawan | Kanpur

Send your feedback to;
letterstopioneer@gmail.com
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THE ESSENCE OF BEING:
BEYOND BODY AND MIND

The soul is envisioned as pure and tranquil,
the mind remains latent and unmanifest.

RAJYOGI BRAHMAKUMAR NIKUNJ Ji

tis now becoming something of a cliché in various circles of mod-

ern life—from religion to psychology to holistic medicine—to use the

phrase “body-mind-soul” or “body-mind-spirit” when referring to our
totality as human beings. So, what do we exactly mean when we ask,
What is the body? What is the mind? What is the soul? and What is the
spirit? It is often said that the real self is behind the mind or intellect. It
is also said that we can experience and know the self when we go beyond
the mind, which is like a sheath of the soul.
This is truly said, but it means something different than what is gener-
ally understood because to experience or perceive the soul, we do not
have to cross the mind which is considered to be a subtle form of mat-
ter. No! Instead, we have to calm the ripples of the mind, stop it from
being agitated by the outer world, and check its outward tendency.From
a spiritual perspective, it should be understood that when the soul is in
the soul-world, it is pure, calm, tranquil, and above all bondages or attrib-
utes.
There, the mind is unmanifest, and its abilities of volition, action, desire,
understanding, ascertainment, etc., are not at play but at rest—not
emerged but latent and merged. While in the soul-world, the soul is pinned,
so to say, only on one thought, one consciousness, one feeling, one
understanding, viz—l am a Soul, | am a Soul, | am a Soul’. That is all—
nothing more. The turbulence, the vagrancy, the sportiveness of the mind
is at rest, or you may say that, in a sense, it is in deep sleep. Therefore,
when it is said that "If we want to experience the peace and tranquility

of the soul or have to know the self, we will have to go beyond the intel-
lect and the mind," it does not mean that we will penetrate, percolate
through, tear away, or cross over to a material form as the mind is under-
stood to be. No! It means that to know ourselves, we will have to con-
centrate our mind on the maxim: "l am a soul, a child of the Supreme
Soul."
We will have to make our intellect and mind one-pointed and disposed
to understand the Self alone. We will have to lay all our memories, thoughts,
feelings, etc., to rest. This is what would be 'going beyond' the mind.
For this, there are so many methods that have been advocated, demon-
strated, advised, and laid down by various spiritual and religious teach-
ers. However, the all-knowing Almighty has offered His supreme advice
that we should control the mind using the intellect. This means that we
have to know the Self, the Supreme, etc., and using that, know the Self
to calm ourselves. He has sermonized that it can be best done by pin-
ning the mind on the name, form, attributes, and relation of the Supreme
with the soul.
His sermon is, "Manmana Bhav," i.e., concentrate your mind on me, your
love, your faith in me. And | assure you that | will bless you with supreme
sanctity, peace, and bliss, and you will attain me. | will purge you of all
sins, rest assured. If we act as HE says, all our inner conflict will end,
and we will work only as His divine instrument.By aligning ourselves
with the Supreme, our mind will cease its endless wandering, and we
will find ourselves centred and at peace. We will then be able to adjust
ourselves easily and quickly in any situation. Having been freed from
other psychological memories, except that of the Supreme and our duty,
our energy potential will find no resistance and will be free for full per-
formance. We will thus be able to attain excellence and experience peace
and tranquillity without putting in much effort. This state of effortless
being is what every soul seeks, whether knowingly or unknowingly. The
Supreme guides us to this state of fulfilment, away from the darkness
of ignorance. Now, it's up to us whether to listen to the Almighty or keep
wandering in the darkness of ignorance.

(The writer is a spiritual educator and popular columnist; views are

personal)

Reject calls for extraditing
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Sheikh Hasina

India must stand firm 1n 1ts refusal to hand over a leader who has been a steadfast
ally, particularly when such demands come from factions with anti-India sentiment

ndia must not pay the slightest heed
to the demand by the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party’s secretary-gener-
al, Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir, to
extradite Sheikh Hasina to his
country. From reports in Indian newspa-
pers, he seems to have cited two grounds,
both utterly laughable, for his demand.
The first is that she should stand trial for
the murder and other charges levelled
against her. The question is: will she
receive a fair trial under the conditions
now prevailing in Bangladesh? The mat-
ter is important. Even if the charges lev-
elled against her are true, and she has
done terrible things, she has an inalien-
able right to a fair trial.
This, she will not get with large mobs lit-
erally baying for her blood, statues of her
father, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, the architect of the country’s
emergence from East Pakistan to sover-
eign Bangladesh, are being pulled down,
the Bangabandhu Memorial Museum of
32 Dhanmondi, Dhaka, his erstwhile res-
idence, ransacked and burnt, and the
Liberation War Museum at Suhrawardy
Udyan Dhaka, razed to the ground.
Clearly, a section of people is trying to
take advantage of the situation created by
the Anti-Discrimination Students’
Movement (ADSM), to target the sym-
bols of Bangladesh’s liberation struggle.
Undoing the country’s independence
and its re-unification with Pakistan is, of
course, out of the question. But cultivat-
ing closer ties with Pakistan, pursuing a

stridently hostile policy towards India,
which such elements have never ceased :
hating for playing a decisive role in:
Bangladesh’s independence by routing :
Pakistan in the 1971 war, and replacing :
Bangladesh's secular, democratic polity by :
one practicing fundamentalist Islam, :
has been a part of the agenda of the coun- :

try’s fundamentalist Islamist groups.

It is no secret that the Jama'at-e-Islami :
Bangladesh, recently re-incarnated as:
Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami (BJel), its :
students’ organization, Bangladesh Islami
Chhatra Shibir (BICS)--which was Islami :

Chhatra Sangha (ICS) in 1971--and
allied organisations like al-Badr, al-:
Shams, Razakars, and Shanti Committee, :
had sided with Pakistan and committed :
despicable war crimes during the liber- :
ation war of 1971. A number of them :
have been punished, including some who :
have been executed, by the International :
Crimes Tribunal set by the Bangladesh :
Government in 2009 by an amendment :
to the International Crimes (Tribunals) :
Act, 1973, to investigate and prosecute :
personnel of the Pakistan Army and BJel, :
Razakars, Al-Badr, Al-Shams, and Shanti

Committee, accused of committing geno-
cide during the 1971 liberation war.

The BJel and the BICS, which have close
links with Islamist terrorist organisations :
like Ansar al-Islam, linked to Al-Qaeda :

in the Indian Sub-continent (AQIS) and
Jama’at-ul-Mujahideen Bangladesh
(JMB), clearly joined the ADSM to fur-
ther their own agenda, which is trans-
forming a secular and democratic
Bangladesh into an Islamic emirate. To

do this, they must eliminate from the :
political scene not only the Awami:
League and its leaders, particularly:
Sheikh Hasina, but all secular, democra- :
tic and humanist civil society organisa- :

tions and leaders.

i Revealingly, circulating in
i Bangladesh in the wake of Sheikh
i Hasina’s ouster, is a list of intel-
¢ lectuals, scholars, lawyers, aca-
¢ demics, human rights social
i activists, who its shadowy authors
i want to “see”

i Included in the list of 50 or
i more were the Professor Abul
: Barakat (a well-known economist
¢ who had exposed the sources of
i the BJeI's phenomenal wealth),
: Rana Dasgupta (general secretary

GIVEN THAT THE:
AWAMI LEAGUE:
HAS BEEN
REDUCED TO
SUCH STRAITS: . :
THAT IT COULD In these circumstances, Sheikh
NOT EVEN

~ OBSERVE THE:
- ANNIVERSARY OF:
. THE GRENADE they have been appointed by the
~ ATTACKS ON
AUGUST 21, 2004,
IT COULD HARDLY:
- BE IN APOSITION:
.~ T0 CONSPIRE TO.
DEFEAT THE:
STUDENTS Nothing could be more ludi-

UPSURGE:

i ers are in Bangladesh, busy
" defending themselves in courts

of the Bangladesh Hindu
Buddhist Christian Unity
Council,) AAMS Arefin Siddique,
(former vice-chancellor, Dhaka
University), and Professor Sadeka
Halim (vice-chancellor, Jagannath
University) and a number of
journalists and film personalities.

Hasina’s life will be in danger if
she is extradited to Bangladesh:
nor can she be assured of a fair
trial, particularly given the fact
that judges will either be under
tremendous pressure or will be
pre-disposed to convict her as

Interim Government and are
hostile to her.

The second ground that, accord-
ing to the reports, Mirza Fakhrul
Islam Alamgir has cited for
Sheikh Hasina’s extradition, is
that the Awami League and she
were conspiring in New Delhi to
falsify (sic) the victory that stu-
dents and other citizens of
Bangladesh have achieved.

crous. Most Awami League lead-

)

against charges brought against
them, or in hiding. A number of
them have been lynched. The
homes and business establish-
ments of many of them have been
destroyed and set aflame.

In fact, the Awami League has
been reduced to such straits that,
unlike in the earlier years, it
could not stage an event to
observe the anniversary of the
grenade attack on an Awami
League rally in Dhaka on August
21, 2004, to protest against
increasing terrorist attacks on its
cadres and leaders.

Perpetrated by the terrorist out-
fit Harkat-ul-Jihad-al-Islami
Bangladesh (HUJIB), it left at
least 24 persons dead and over
300 injured. Among the wound-
ed was Sheikh Hasina, whose
hearing has been permanently
impaired. Ivy Rahman, secretary
of the Awami League’s women’s
affairs wing and wife of its gen-
eral-secretary, Zillur Rahman,
who subsequently became
Bangladesh’s president, was also
seriously hurt. She later died
later in hospital.

Given that the Awami League has
been reduced to such straits that
it could not even observe the
anniversary of the grenade attacks
on August 21, 2004, it could
hardly be in a position to conspire
to defeat the students’ upsurge.
It may well be argued that Sheikh
Hasina needs to be present in
courts to stand trial and face
cross-examination to establish
the veracity of the charges levelled
against her, or examine the com-
plicity of others involved.

i
HIARANMAY
KARLEKAR

For that, the interim govern-
ment or its successor must estab-
lish that a prima facie case exists
against her and then request
India to allow an emissary to
question her in any facility that
New Delhi may provide.
Meanwhile, there can be no ques-
tion of extraditing her. The BNP-
BJel coalition government, in
office from 2001 to 2006 with
Begum Khaleda Zia as prime
minister, made no bones about its
hostility to India. Indeed, except
those headed by Sheikh Hasina,
all governments of Bangladesh
since the murder of Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman in 1975, have
been hostile to India and pro-
Pakistan.
To cite one example, under them,
Bangladesh provided sanctuary,
assistance and training to north-
east India’s secessionist rebel
groups. On the other hand,
Sheikh Hasina not only closed
down their sanctuaries but hand-
ed over to India some of the lead-
ers of these secessionist terrorist
groups. In fact, India-Bangladesh
relations were perhaps more cor-
dial under her than even when
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman headed
the government in Dhaka.
Extraditing Sheikh Hasina would
send the message round that
even the most loyal friends of
India cannot depend on it for
support in times of distress. That
is not something that New Delhi
should want.
(The author is Consulting
Editor, The Pioneer. The
views expressed are
personal)

[Lateral entry in bureaucracy: A double-edged sword of reform and controversy

The implementation of lateral entry has sparked serious concerns about social justice and the representation of marginalised groups in the Indian bureaucracy

he introduction of later-
I al appointments in
India's bureaucracy has
sparked intense debate, partic-
ularly due to the absence of
reservations for Scheduled
Castes (SC), Scheduled Tribes
(ST), Other Backward Classes
(OBC), and Economically
Weaker Sections (EWS). The
issue gained traction with a
recent UPSC advertisement for
45 senior positions, which did
not include the constitutional-
ly mandated quotas, raising
concerns about social justice
and the representation of dis-
advantaged groups in high-
level government roles.
The lateral entry system, intro-
duced by the Modi govern-
ment in 2018, was intended to
enhance transparency and effi-
ciency, addressing the opaque
practices of previous adminis-

KS TOMAR

trations. However, the lack of
provisions for reservations in
this system has led to wide-
spread criticism.

Rahul Gandhi, Leader of the
Opposition, accused the NDA
government of undermining
the Constitution by excluding
reservations from these
appointments. He argued that
this move was a direct attack
on social justice, sidelining the
underprivileged and diluting
their representation in the

higher echelons of bureau-
cracy. In response, Arjun
Meghwal pointed out the
Congress's past practices, high-
lighting the appointments of
former Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh as Finance
Secretary in 1971 and Montek
Ahluwalia as Planning
Commission Chairman with-
out transparent procedures.

Since the inception of the lat-
eral entry system in 2018, the
government has received 6,077
applications, resulting in the
appointment of 63 individuals
to senior positions across var-
ious ministries, with approxi-
mately 35 from the private sec-
tor. While these appointments
aim to bring in expertise and
fresh perspectives, the exclu-
sion of reservations has over-
shadowed the intended bene-
fits. The backlog of vacancies

in proportion to these 63 offi-
cials can only be addressed if
the government creates new
posts specifically for candidates
from SC, ST, OBC, and EWS
categories. The delay in
amending recruitment rules
has already caused significant
harm, as many eligible candi-
dates may have crossed the age
limit.

The introduction of lateral
appointments has been met
with mixed reactions within
the bureaucracy. While it
brings in specialized knowl-
edge and fresh perspectives, it
also poses several risks to the
traditional bureaucratic struc-
ture:

Impact on Bureaucracy: A
Mixed Bag; the introduction of
lateral appointments has been
met with mixed reactions.
While it brings in specialized

BENE e d
knowledge and fresh perspec-
tives, it also poses several risks
to the traditional bureaucrat-
ic structure.

Demoralization of
Bureaucracy: Traditional
bureaucrats, who have risen
through the ranks, may feel
demoralized seeing lateral
entrants appointed to senior
positions without undergoing
the rigorous training and years
of service they have endured.
This could lead to a perception
that meritocracy is being

undermined and create uncer-
tainty regarding career pro-
gression.

Integration Challenges:
Lateral entrants may struggle
to integrate into the established
bureaucratic culture, leading to
friction with traditional
bureaucrats.

3rd. Potential Conflicts of
Interest: Lateral entrants from
the private sector may face
conflicts of interest, where
their decisions could be influ-
enced by their previous affili-
ations.

This raises concerns about
policy bias and the potential
prioritization of private sector
interests over the public good.
Accountability and
Transparency Issues: Unlike
career bureaucrats, lateral
entrants might not undergo
the same level of public scruti-

ny and evaluation, leading to
concerns about transparency
in decision-making. Their lack
of deep institutional knowl-
edge could also affect the
quality of their decisions, espe-
cially in complex policy areas.
Impact on Administrative
Cohesion: The introduction of
lateral entrants at senior levels
could fragment authority with-
in the bureaucracy, leading to
inefficiencies and delays.
Positive Takeaways:

Lateral entry into senior gov-
ernment positions offers sev-
eral benefits:

Expertise Infusion: Brings
specialized knowledge from
various sectors, enhancing
policy-making.

Diverse Perspectives:
Introduces new viewpoints,
fostering innovative solu-
tions.

Increased Efficiency:
Private sector professionals
bring a focus on perfomance
and efficiency.
Skill Gap Bridging: Addresses
deficiencies in areas like tech-
nology and finance.
Meritocracy Promotion:
Empbhasizes skills over senior-
ity, potentially improving lead-
ership quality.
Governance Flexibility:
Allows for quick adaptation to
new challenges with experi-
enced professionals.
Public-Private Collaboration:
Strengthens ties between gov-
ernment and private sectors.
(Writer has been ex chairper-
son of Standing Committee of
All State Public service
Commissions in India and
former chairman of HP
Public Service Commission;
views are personal)
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Kamala Harris accepts Democratic nomination

RFK Jr withdraws from Arizona ballot
amid Trump alliance speculation

Warns of Trump’s return risks

ey =

Delegates cheer during the Democratic National Convention Thursday in Chicago.

I
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Kamala Harris has used her
presidential acceptance
speech to present herself as a
leader who could unite all
Americans to chart a “new
way forward” and warned them
of “extremely serious” conse-
quences of putting her
Republican rival Donald
Trump back in the White
House.

Vice President Harris, who is of
Indian and African heritage, on
Thursday night accepted her
party’s nomination at the
Democratic National
Convention in Chicago,
becoming the second woman
to do so for the Democratic
Party after former first lady
Hillary Clinton.

The 59-year-old leader walked
on stage to thunderous
applause and a standing ova-
tion from the audience. Chants
of “Yes You Can!” erupted
before her remarks.

Taking the stage at the United
Center in Chicago to accept her
nomination, Harris, who was a
tough prosecutor in California
before becoming US Vice
President, said she is no
stranger to unlikely journeys.
“On behalf of the people, on
behalf of every American,
regardless of party, race, gender
or the language your grand-

mother speaks, on behalf of my
mother and everyone who has
ever set out on their own
unlikely journey on behalf of
Americans, like the people I
grew up with, people who
work hard, chase their dreams
and look out for one another,
on behalf of everyone whose
story could only be written in
the greatest nation on earth, I
accept your nomination the
United States,” she said.

She fondly remembered her
mother Shyamala Gopalan and
said that she misses her every
day, especially when she is on
the verge of breaking the high-
est glass ceiling of the United
States.

She said the November 5 elec-
tion is the most important in
Americas history.

“Our nation with this election
has a precious, fleeting oppor-
tunity to move past the bitter-
ness, cynicism, and divisive
battles of the past. A chance to
chart a new way forward. Not
as members of any one party or
faction, but as Americans, she
said in her 40-minute speech.
Vice President Harris outlined
her plans for a “new way for-
ward” if she’s elected to be the
47th president of the United
States.“T will be a president who
unites us around our highest
aspirations. A president who
leads — and listens. Who is

realistic, Practical and has com-
mon sense. And always fights
for the American people. From
the courthouse to the White
House, that has been my life’s
work,” Harris said.

She laid out the consequences
of electing former president
Trump, 78, to a second term.
“In many ways, Donald Trump
is an unserious man, but the
consequences of putting
Donald Trump back in the
White House are extremely
serious,” she warned.

She spoke about the “chaos and
calamity” of his years in the
Oval Office and also pointed to
him questioning election
results in 2020 when he lost his
reelection bid to Biden.
“Donald Trump tried to throw
away your votes. When he
failed, he sent an armed mob to
the United States Capitol where
they assaulted law enforce-
ment officers. When politi-
cians in his own party begged
him to call off the mob and
send help, he did the opposite.
He fanned the flames,” she
said.

Harris also highlighted that
Trump was convicted on 34
felony counts in a hush-money
case and that a federal jury in
his civil defamation trial found
that the former president had
sexually abused writer E Jean
Carroll.

Phoenix (AP): Robert E. Kennedy Jr. withdrew
from the ballot in Arizona late Thursday, a day
before he and Donald Trump were set to appear
miles apart in the Phoenix area as speculation
grows that Kennedy could drop his independent
presidential bid and endorse the Republican
nominee. Kennedy is scheduled to speak at 2
p.m. Eastern time in Phoenix “about the present
historical moment and his path forward”, accord-
ing to his campaign. Hours later, Trump will hold
arally in neighbouring Glendale. Trump, cam-
paigning Thursday in southern Arizona at the
US-Mexico border, said that “no plans have been
made” for Kennedy to appear with him on Friday.
But he noted they would be in the same city at

the same time.

On Thursday evening, Trump’s campaign made
an unusual announcement, teasing that he
would be joined by “a special guest” at his

Glendale event.

Hours later when he called into Fox News
Channel after the Democratic National
Convention wrapped, Trump said of Kennedy,
“I have no idea if he’s going to endorse me” But
he noted that they were going to be in the same
state and said, “It’s possible we will be meeting
tomorrow and we’ll be discussing it.”
Representatives for Trump’s campaign did not
respond to messages about whether Kennedy
would be the guest and the Kennedy campaign
did not immediately return a message seeking
comment if he would be joining Trump.
Kennedy’s Arizona withdrawal, confirmed by a
spokesperson for the secretary of state, came less
than a week after Kennedy submitted well more
than the required number of signatures to appear
on the ballot. His critics raised questions about
the validity of some of the signatures after a pro-
Kennedy super PAC was heavily involved in his
effort to collect them, potentially running afoul
of rules against coordination between candidates
and independent political groups. But on
Thursday, Kennedy, his running mate, Nicole
Shanahan and all of their electors submitted nota-
rized letters dated that day, withdrawing from the

race in the state.

A year ago, some would have thought it incon-
ceivable that Kennedy — a member of the most
storied family in Democratic politics — would
work with Trump to keep a Democrat out of the
White House. Even in recent months, Kennedy
has accused Trump of betraying his followers,
while Trump has criticised Kennedy as “the most
radical left candidate in the race”

But the two campaigns have ramped up their
compliments to each other and engaged in
behind-the-scenes discussions in recent weeks,
according to those familiar with the efforts. Both
campaigns have spent months accusing
Democrats of weaponising the legal system for
their own benefit. And both have hinted pub-
licly that they could be open to joining forces,
with the shared goal of limiting the election

es him.

chances of Democratic presidential nominee
Kamala Harris. Last month, during the
Republican National Convention, Kennedy’s son
posted and then quickly deleted a video show-
ing a phone call between Kennedy and Trump,
in which the former president appeared to try
to talk Kennedy into siding with him.

Talks between the two camps have continued,
with close Trump allies quietly lobbying Kennedy
to drop out of the race and support the
Republican nominee, according to a person
familiar with the efforts who spoke on condition
of anonymity to discuss private conversations.

Trump told CNN on Tuesday that he would
“love” an endorsement from Kennedy, whom he
called a “brilliant guy” He also said he would “cer-
tainly” be open to Kennedy playing a role in his
administration if Kennedy drops out and endors-

Shanahan, also openly suggested on a podcast
this week that his campaign might “walk away
right now and join forces with Donald Trump.”
While she clarified that she is not personally in
talks with Trump, she entertained the idea that

Kennedy could join Trump’s administration as

secretary of the Department of Health and
Human Services.

“I think that Bobby in a role like that would be
excellent,” Shanahan said. “I fully support it. I
have high hopes”Kennedy, a son of former
Attorney General Robert E. Kennedy and a
nephew of former President John F. Kennedy,

hasn’t disclosed the reason for his Friday

remarks, but they come as his campaign’s
momentum has slipped.

Kennedy Jr. first entered the 2024 presidential
race as a Democrat but left the party last fall to
run as an independent. He built an unusually
strong base for a third-party bid, fueled in part
by anti-establishment voters and vaccine scep-
tics who have followed his anti-vaccine work
since the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Macron talks with
key players to form
new French govt

AP M PARIS

fter the excitement of the

Paris Olympics and a
Mediterranean vacation, now
French President Emmanuel
Macron has to figure out how
to make his country governable
again. Faced with a hung par-
liament, social tensions and
ballooning debt, Macron
kicked off talks Friday with key
political players in a bid to
choose a new prime minister
who would form a government
and end the deadlock created
by snap legislative elections
last month.
Members of the left-wing New
Popular Front coalition that
won the most seats pressured
Macron for a quick decision.
Their nominee for prime min-
ister, little-known civil servant
Lucie Castets, said after Friday’s
meetings in the Elysee Palace
that she was ready to govern,
and ready for compromise to
get things done.
But the party only has about a
third of the seats in the
National Assembly, France’s
powerful lower house of parlia-
ment, and no party has a
majority. Macron’s centrist
alliance came in second and the
far-right National Rally came in
third.
There’s no rulebook that
requires Macron to name a
candidate from the party that
won the most seats, or lays out
a timeline for a decision. The
absence of any dominant polit-
ical bloc is unprecedented in
France’s modern Republic.
Centrists and conservatives are
also meeting with Macron on
Friday, while National Rally
leaders Marine Le Pen and
Jordan Bardella are expected at
the Elysee on Monday.
Macron’s office said he will
name a prime minister based
on these consultations, which
are aimed at “moving towards
the broadest and most stable
majority possible.”
Castets said that in her meet-
ing with Macron, he “recog-
nised that a message was sent
by the French during the elec-
tions” but seemed reluctant to
allow an opposition party to
form a government.
Left-wing leaders have decried

Macron’s decision to delay the
prime minister nomination
while he spent time at the
Olympics and at the presiden-
tial holiday retreat in
Bregancon on the French
Riviera.

“We need a response Tuesday;”
said the national secretary of
the Greens party, Marine
Tondelier. “There are urgent
issues, and leaving weeks roll by
without facing them is grave,
and even irresponsible”

The New Popular Front, which
includes the hard-left France
Unbowed, the Socialists and
the Greens, has insisted that the
prime minister should come
out of their ranks as the largest
group.

Macron last month appeared to
dismiss Castets, saying in a tele-
vised interview “the issue is not
a name provided by a political
group” and stressing instead the
need for a parliamentary
majority behind the candidate.
Politicians from the centre, the
right and the far right have sug-
gested they would try to bring
down any government that
includes members from France
Unbowed.

Macron appears more keen to
seek a coalition that could
include politicians from the
centre-left to the traditional
right.

Other names that have
emerged in French media as
potential prime minister can-
didates include centre-left
politician Bernard Cazeneuve,
who served as France’s top cop
during a series of bloody terror
attacks in 2015, and Xavier
Bertrand, a former minister
considered relatively moderate
within the French right.
Conservative politician Michel
Barnier, EU’s chief negotiator
for post-Brexit talks, is also
considered a potential candi-
date.

As president, Macron has sole
power to name the prime min-
ister according to the French
Constitution.

The French president said last
month he would keep the out-
going centrist government on
a purely caretaker role to “han-
dle current affairs; notably
during the Olympics that
ended on August 11.

Last body

from sunken
superyacht
recovered

Rome (AP): Italian rescuers
brought ashore the body of the
final missing person who was
on a superyacht that sunk off
the coast of Sicily. The woman’s
body was detected on Friday,
the Coast Guard said. She has
not been officially identified,
but Hannah Lynch, the 18-
year-old daughter of British
tech magnate Mike Lynch, is
reportedly unaccounted for.
The Lynch family was aboard
The Bayesian, a 56-metre (184-
foot) British-flagged yacht,
when went down in a storm
early Monday.Civil protection
officials said they believe the
ship was struck by a tornado
over the water, known as a
waterspout, and sank
quickly.Mike Lynch’s body was
recovered Thursday. He had
been celebrating his recent
acquittal on fraud charges with
his family and the people who
had defended him at trial in the
United States.

Norway proposes
easing abortion law

Copenhagen (AP): Norway’s
government said Friday it wants
to relax restrictions on abortion
for the first time in nearly halfa
century to make it legal for
women to terminate pregnancies
up to the 18th week of gestation.
Norway’s laws currently allow
legal abortions up to 12 weeks,
but many pregnant women ask
for an abortion after the 12th
week and are granted it in hos-
pitals and clinics.

The proposed changes are “in
line with practice today. Almost
no one is refused applications for
abortion after the 12th week;
Norwegian Health Minister Jan
Christian Vestre said. He said that
“womens right to self-deter-
mined abortion is a fundamen-
tal value in Norway.The
Norwegian Institute of Public
Health said abortion rate has
remained “historically low for
several years” at about 12,000
each year, but began to rise in
2022. Last year some 12,814
pregnancy terminations were
performed in Norway, a 6.7%
increase from 2022, figures show.

The government agency said
that eight out of 10 abortions are
performed before the 9th week,
and that nine out of 10 abortions
are performed with medication.
Free abortion was introduced in
Norway in 1978 and women can
opt for a surgical or medical abor-
tion. “Society has changed signif-
icantly since the 1970s,” Vestre
told a press conference. The law
proposal needs a majority — 85
votes — in the 169-member
Stortinget, or parliament. So far
some 80 lawmakers have said
they will vote in favour of the new
law. It was not yet clear when a
vote would be held in parliament.
The Centre Party, which holds 28
seats in Stortinget and is one of
the parties in the governing
coalition, wants to keep the cur-
rent abortion limit of 12 weeks.
Family Minister Kjersti Toppe
said she hopes that “as many peo-
ple as possible vote in line with
the party line;” but added that the
issue was “a matter of con-
science” and allowed party mem-
bers to vote against the party’s
stance.

House fire
in Serbia kills
SiX people

Belgrade (AP) A house fire in
a northern Serbian city early
Friday killed six people, includ-
ing four children, police said.
The fire erupted around 3 am
in Novi Sad, some 90 kilome-
tres (54 miles) north of
Belgrade, the capital, said the
Interior Minister Ivica Dacic.
An emergency doctor told state
television channel RTS that all
the victims were already dead
when the medical team reached
the scene. Dacic said in a state-
ment that initial findings sug-
gest the cause could have been
a charging electric scooter.
The children were between 2
and 7 years old, said Dacic.
Police are working to establish
the victims’ identity but they
assume they are all members of
a family registered at the
address, he added. Serbian
media published photos from
the scene showing charred
items in a small brick house,
including a baby stroller and a
washing machine.

S’pore starts screening incoming
passengers for mpox symptoms

PTI B SINGAPORE

Temperature and visual
screening will be carried
out at Changi and Seletar air-
ports from Friday onwards as
a precautionary measure
against mpox, after one con-
firmed case of a potentially
more serious variant each
was reported in Sweden and
Thailand. The Ministry of
Health (MOH), Ministry of
Transport and Immigration
and Checkpoints Authority
said they will enhance
Singapore’s surveillance capa-
bilities against the infectious
disease at the borders. Similar
screening measures will also
be implemented at sea check-
points for crew and passen-
gers arriving on ships from
mpox-affected areas, report-
ed The Straits Times.

The MOH said that while
there are no direct flights
between Singapore and any
country with an mpox out-
break, there will be temper-

ature and visual screening at
Changi and Seletar airports
for inbound travellers and
crew arriving on flights from
places that may be exposed to
outbreak of the viral disease.
Health advisories have also
been put in place at air check-
points, so that travellers will
take the necessary personal
precautions to avoid being
infected. Travellers are
strongly advised to follow
the advisory, especially if
they are travelling to and
from affected countries.
Those found to have fever,
rash and/or symptoms com-
patible with Mpox will be
referred for medical assess-
ment. The MOH said there
are no mpox clade I cases
detected in Singapore to date.
But it is monitoring the glob-
al situation very closely and
the outbreak remains gener-
ally confined to Africa, with
two cases of the more severe
mpox clade I reported in
Sweden and Thailand.

There are currently no

reports of local spread in
these two countries.

The World Health
Organisation (WHO) on
August 14 declared mpox a
global public health emer-
gency for the second time in
two years.

As there were no reported
cases of the more severe clade
I exported out of the African
continent, MOH said then
that the immediate public
health risk to Singapore was
low.

Infectious disease experts also
said then that there was no
need for visitors from coun-
tries where mpox is circulat-
ing, or Singaporeans who are
returning home, to quarantine
themselves if they do not have
any symptoms. According to
the US Centres for Disease
Control and Prevention, there
have been more than 27,000
cases and more than 1,300
deaths since January 2023 in
the current outbreak in the
Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC).

Kolkata rape-murder: British

London (PTI): Indian stu-
dents, charities and diaspora
organisations in Britain have
organised a series of events to
continue to highlight their
demand for justice following
the rape-murder of an on-
duty female doctor at the RG
Kar Medical College and
Hospital in Kolkata.

While women’s organisations
came together to organise
peace vigils at the Mahatma
Gandhi statue in Parliament
Square in London and across
several other UK cities on
Thursday, the Students’
Federation of India - United
Kingdom (SFI-UK) organised
amarch in the city of Liverpool
on Wednesday. The hundreds
who gathered at London’s
Parliament Square lit candles to
spell out “Justice” and held
placards with messages calling
for respect and empowerment
of women.

“We have received overwhelm-
ing support from the entire

Indians hold justice

world, proving that the time
has come to wake up, take
notice, rise up above our indi-
vidual interests and join hands
in our endeavour of showing
support and solidarity to the
cause;” said Dr Dipti Jain of the
Medicos Women Charity.

“These peace protests are being
held by units we set up in sev-
eral cities in England, Scotland
and Wales at the same time
with Belfast and Dublin arrang-

march
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ing theirs over the weekend. We
have involved global units in
the US, Canada and Australia,
who are also holding peace vig-
ils with us,” said the UK-based
National Health Service (NHS)
doctor, who trained as a medic
in Kolkata. Earlier, SFI-UK
continued its series of student-
led peaceful protests and
demonstrations with a march
from London Road to the city
centre of Liverpool.

US expands Mexico asylum appointment area

PTI M CIUDAD HALDIGO

s soon as she stepped onto

Mexican soil this week,
Venezuelan migrant Yuri
Carolina Meléndez down-
loaded the US government’s
app to apply for asylum
appointments. The CBP One
app has been around, but as of
Friday migrants in Mexico's
southernmost states bordering
Guatemala will be able to apply
for appointments. Previously,
they had to be in central or
northern Mexico.
“I have to wait to see if it real-
ly works,” the woman said
while resting under a tree with
her 16- and 18-year-old daugh-
ters along a border highway
leading to the city of Tapachula
this week.
Mexico has been asking the US
to expand the app’s access to
the south in an attempt to
relieve the pressure migrants
feel to continue north to at
least Mexico City. In recent
years, the Mexican govern-
ment has tried to contain
migrants in the south farther

from the US border, but the
lack of work opportunities
and housing in southern cities
like Tapachula have pushed
migrants north.

Mexico hopes that if migrants
can wait for their appointments
in the south they might not
risk getting snagged by author-
ities without papers or by
organised crime groups that
prey on migrants travelling
north. With an appointment,
they could, in theory, move
without interference.

Germin Alemdn, a 31-year-old
from Honduras travelling with
his wife and three children,
planned to register as soon as
they reached Tapachula. “We're
going to apply here, were
going to wait for the appoint-
ment,;” he said as they walked
from the border toward
Tapachula.

Others, however, still felt the
pressure to get farther north.
Many migrants often carry
big debts and need to start pay-
ing them off as soon as possi-
ble. Meléndez, for instance,
said she planned to keep mov-

ing to improve her chances of
finding work.

CBP One has been one of the
measures of greatest impact in
US efforts to bring order to the
growing demand for US asy-
lum along its southwestern
border.

In the 2023 fiscal year, US
Customs and Border
Protection reported more than
2.4 million encounters with
migrants along the US
Southwest border.

Since the app was launched in
January 2023, more than
765,000 people have scheduled
appointments to request asy-
lum. Immigration has become
a central issue in the US pres-
idential election.

When the Biden administra-
tion temporarily suspended
the asylum process for those
who crossed illegally in June,
the app became one of the only
ways to request asylum. The
US handles 1,500 appoint-
ments daily.

The number of migrants cross-
ing the US border illegally has
fallen significantly since peak-

ing in December 2023.
Washington attributes much of
that decline to Mexico’s
enforcement efforts, which
include nabbing migrants in
the north and sending them
south again.

Still, Mexico welcomes CBP
One’s expansion.

“That is going to help us alot,”
Foreign Affairs Secretary Alicia
Barcena said earlier this month
when she announced the
expansion was coming.
Immigration is a key issue in
the two countries’ relation-
ship. But for dozens of non-
governmental groups that
advocate for migrants and
human rights, there is little to
celebrate. In an open letter to
the Mexican government
Thursday, they called CBP
One “a violation of internation-
allaw” because it allows the US
to limit access to its territory
for people in need of protec-
tion.The groups argued that
many migrants wind up stuck
in Mexico for months waiting
in full shelters or camping in
unsanitary conditions.

Security stepped
up at Germany
NATO air base

Berlin (AP): Security at a
NATO air base in western
Germany has been raised
because of intelligence infor-
mation pointing to a “poten-
tial threat,” and all staff not
essential to missions have
been sent home as a precau-

tion, NATO said. The
Geilenkirchen air base, near
the border with the

Netherlands, is where the
alliance’s Airborne Warning
and Control System, or
AWACS, aircraft are based.
A post on the NATO AWACS
fleet’s account on social media
network X late Thursday
night announcing that “we
raised the security level” did
not elaborate on the nature of
the potential threat. It said
that “operations continue as
planned”

The Geilenkirchen base said
Friday that it had nothing to
add to the statement and “the
situation at the moment is
unchanged.”

German news agency dpa
said a reporter saw police cars
on the grounds of the air base.
Police confirmed a deploy-
ment Thursday night but gave
no details, and offered no
information on Friday morn-
ing. Last week, a major
German air force based near
Cologne was locked down
for several hours amid fears
that its water supply might
have been tampered with. An
investigation found no evi-
dence of such sabotage. There
were also reports of suspi-
cious observations at
Geilenkirchen and a person
was briefly detained for ques-
tioning near the base, dpa
reported at the time, but there
turned out to be nothing
untoward. The incidents
come at a time of jitters about
the possible vulnerability of
infrastructure to attempted
Russian sabotage. On
Thursday, prosecutors in
Flensburg, in Germany’s far
north, said they were investi-
gating suspicions of espionage
for the purpose of sabotage,
without elaborating on who
might be behind it. German
media reported that drones
had been spotted over a
chemical park in
Brunsbuettel, on the North
Sea coast.
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18 Indians killed as bus

falls into river in Nepal
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PTI B KATHMANDU

At least 18 Indian pilgrims
who arrived in Nepal from
Maharashtra for a 10-day tour
were killed after a tourist bus
veered off the highway and fell
150 metres into the fast-flow-
ing Marsyangdi River in central
Nepal approximately 120 kilo-
metres from the capital on
Friday, according to media
reports.

The bus from Gorakhpur in
Uttar Pradesh was heading
towards Nepal’s capital
Kathmandu from the resort
town of Pokhara when it drove
off the highway in Aaina
Pahara in the Tanahun district.
There were 43 people, includ-
ing the driver and the co-dri-
ver, on the bus with an Indian
registration number.

The passengers onboard the
bus were part of a group of 104
Indian pilgrims who arrived in
Nepal from Maharashtra in
three buses two days ago for a
10-day tour of the Himalayan
nation, MyRepublica news por-
tal reported.

They came from Bhusal village
in Jalgaon district. After visit-
ing Pokhara for two days, all
three buses left for the capital
Kathmandu on Friday morn-
ing. Madhav Prasad Paudel,
chief of the Armed Police Force
(APF), Kurintar, said that most
of the passengers travelling in
the three buses were families
and relatives.

A list of names of the 43 pas-

sengers who were in the ill-
fated bus has been released.
“An Indian tourist bus travel-
ling from Pokhara to
Kathmandu with around 43
Indians fell 150 metres into
Marshyandi River today,” the
Embassy of India said in a post
on X. The mission is coordinat-
ing with local authorities
undertaking relief and rescue.
According to Deputy
Superintendent of Police of
the APF Shailendra Thapa, 14
bodies were retrieved from the
crash site and 16 injured were
rushed to a local hospital.
The bus that fell on the river
bank has been badly damaged.
An MI 17 helicopter of the
Nepal Army has left for the
accident site at Anbu Khaireni
in Tanahun district with a
medical team for the rescue

operation, MyRepublica
reported. The Gandaki
Province Police Office,

Pokhara, said 15 of those res-
cued can speak.

Meanwhile, the Uttar Pradesh
government has sent a Sub
Divisional Magistrate to the
incident site. An ADM has also
been appointed to coordinate
the relief work.

Uttar  Pradesh  Relief
Commissioner GS Naveen
Kumar in a press statement
said, “As per media reports and
further confirmed from the
MEA Nepal Division, today at
about 11:30 am, a bus with reg-
istration number - UP 53 FD
7623 carrying approx 43 pas-

sengers from Maharashtra,
including the driver and one
assistant, fell around 150 metres
into river Marshyandi in
Ambukhereni region in the
Tanahu District of Nepal”
The statement added, “The
UP government has sent SDM
Mabharajganj to the incident
site. The MEA is coordinating
the search and rescue opera-
tions with local authorities”
Nepal’s rivers are generally
fast-flowing due to the moun-
tainous terrain. Heavy mon-
soon downpours in the past
few days have swollen the
waterways and turned them
murky brown, making it even
more difficult to see the wreck-
age. Monsoon season brings
heavy rains to Nepal from June
to September, often triggering
landslides in the mountainous
Himalayan country.

Last month, two buses carrying
65 passengers were washed
away by a landslide into the
swollen Trishuli River in Nepal.
The bodies from the two buses
were washed away down the
Trishuli River as far as 100 kilo-
metres. Extensive search oper-
ations, including the deploy-
ment of a 12-member team
from India’s National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF), have
not yet located the two missing
buses and many passengers
swept away by the landslide.
The bodies of five Indian
nationals have been recovered
so far while two are still miss-
ing.

PTI l DHAKA

Atop BNP leader here said
Bangladeshis are “not
angry but hurt” over deposed
prime minister Sheikh Hasina’s
stay in India, even as he urged
politicians and security strate-
gists in New Delhi to “rethink”
their policy given the ground
reality here.

In an exclusive interview with
PTI at his residence in Dhaka,
Abdul Moyeen Khan, a former
Cabinet minister of Bangladesh,
also said his country shares a
border with India on three
sides and it is a big neighbour,
so there is “no reason why India
should not be our best friend”
After unprecedented anti-gov-
ernment protests which reached
a crescendo on August 5,
Hasina resigned as prime min-
ister and fled the country, even
as protesters had termed the fall
of the government and her
departure a “day of victory”. She
landed in India on August 5 and
is currently staying there, even
as her over two-week-long pres-

ence in India has given rise to
speculation here. Khan said
the current situation is of “con-
solidation” and coming back to
normalcy.

The interim government led by
Chief Advisor Muhammad
Yunus is trying to stabilise the
country and electoral reforms
are their “top priority”.

Asked if elections are held in
Bangladesh what are the
prospects for the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) led by
former prime minister Khalida
Zia, he said: “If there is a free
and fair elections, our prospects
will be decided by the people,
and if they want us to be the
majority or not, we will respect
that, the will of the people is
supreme in a democratic sys-
tem” The 77-year-old veteran
leader is also a member of the
National Standing Committee
of the BNP, a party that was
established in 1978. He served
as a Cabinet minister under the
tenure of the then-prime min-
ister Zia.

“The current situation is quite

clear. It is amazing how the
country is settling back after
such a big upheaval. People are
trying to get back to their nor-
mal day-to-day life, the (inter-
im) government is trying to
normalise everything, and they
are up to their main mandate
which is the transition from
autocracy to democracy,” Khan
told PTT on Thursday.

Asked how he saw the trajecto-
ry of the Dhaka-New Delhi ties
because of the presence of
Hasina in India, he said it
“depends entirely on how India
decides”

On Hasina’s stay in India after
fleeing Bangladesh, he said
“Bangladeshi are not angry,
but hurt, wounded..as they
never expected this”

The former Cabinet minister
claimed that New Delhi’s behav-
iour towards Awami League
and Hasina has “transformed
into anti-Indian feeling in a real
sense of the term”.

“There is no reason for us to be
unfriendly with India unless
India behaves in a way that

world

forces the people of Bangladesh
to doubt their intentions;” he
added.

There are reports in newspapers
that the US and UK govern-
ments had “refused” to take
Hasina in and under these cir-
cumstances, she has found
“refuge” in India and this is
“public information”, the BNP
leader claimed.

The Ministry of External Affairs
in New Delhi had earlier said
the approval for former Prime
Minister Hasina to come to
India was “granted at short
notice”.

“The situation is still evolving.
At this stage, we have nothing
new to share about her plans,”
MEA spokesperson Randhir
Jaiswal told reporters on August
16 when asked exactly under
what condition she was in
India. Khan in Dhaka said: “It
is up to policy planners, politi-
cians and security strategists in
India to decide how long can
they house her, and on what
ground they can house her, and
on what policies they can house

Bangladeshis not angry but hurt’

her. It is not us to decide. What
we have said is what the foreign
advisor has said on it”

New Delhi has to make up its
mind whether it wants to be a
“friend of the Bangladeshi peo-
ple” or they want to be a “friend
of a section of people, or one
party or one leader’.

The senior BNP leader alleged
that policy planners, politi-
cians and security strategists in
New Delhi “somehow put their
stake in one person and one
party, Sheikh Hasina and
Awami League” and claimed
that it was the “biggest tragedy
on the part of India”

“I can’t believe such a great
nation failed to understand the
basic instinct, psychology of the
people of Bangladeshi... I sin-
cerely hope India comes out of
this mindset,” he said.

It is “high time” the policy plan-
ners, politicians, and security
strategists in New Delhi
“rethink their policy and refor-
mulate it in the light of the real-
ity on the ground in
Bangladesh.

Hasina’s diplomatic
passport revoked

Dhaka (PTI): Bangladesh’s
interim government has
revoked ousted prime minister
Sheikh Hasina’s diplomatic
passport along with all mem-
bers of the former Cabinet,
over two weeks after she
resigned and fled to India fol-
lowing a student-led uprising
against her government.

A statement by the Security
Services Division of the Home
Affairs Ministry on Thursday
said diplomatic passports
received by the former prime
minister, ex-PM’s advisors, ex-
cabinet members and all mem-
bers of the recently dissolved
Jatiya Sangsad (Parliament)
and their spouses would be
revoked immediately, the offi-
cial BSS news agency reported.
President Mohammed
Shahabuddin in August dis-
solved the 12th Parliament
after Hasina, 76, fled the coun-
try. Currently, an interim gov-
ernment led by Nobel Peace
laureate Muhammad Yunus is
running the country.
Diplomatic passports of the
officials would also be revoked
immediately upon termina-
tion of their tenure or appoint-

ment, it said. The release said
ordinary passports may be
issued in their favour based on
the reports of at least two
investigating agencies, it added.
Hasina fled to India after being
forced to resign in the face of
a student-led mass uprising on
August 5.

According to the Indian visa
policy, Bangladeshi citizens
holding diplomatic or official
passports are eligible for visa-
free entry and a stay of up to
45 days, The Daily Star news-
paper said. As of Thursday,
Hasina has already spent 18
days in India. Hasina does
not hold any passport other
than the diplomatic passport
issued in her name, the paper
said quoting government
sources.

The cancellation of her diplo-
matic passport and its associ-
ated visa privileges may put her
at risk of extradition.

The extradition of Hasina,
who is facing 51 cases, includ-
ing 42 for murder, falls within
the legal framework of the
extradition treaty signed
between Bangladesh and India,
the BSS report said.

Biden to dispatch adviser to
China as he looks to sharpen
policy focus in final months’

AP M BUELLTON

President Joe Biden plans to
dispatch his national secu-
rity adviser Jake Sullivan to
China as the White House
aims to sharpen its focus on
foreign policy in the
Democrat’s final months in
office.

Sullivan’s visit to meet with his
counterpart, Wang Yi, is
expected to take place next
week, according to a person
familiar with planning for the
trip who spoke on the condi-
tion of anonymity. The White
House is expected to
announced plans for the trip
later on Friday.

Sullivan has met with Chinese
officials several times over the
course of the administration to
discuss the two economic rivals
complicated relationship, but
this will be his first visit to
China. The expected
announcement comes as Biden
is vacationing in California’s

Santa Ynez Valley.

The high-level visit by Sullivan
to China could potentially set
the ground for another face-to-
face meeting for Biden with
Chinese President Xi Jinping.
The two leaders last November
spent four hours together at a
bucolic Northern California
estate — in meetings, a work-
ing lunch and a garden stroll —
as they looked to steady a rela-
tionship that has been fraught
for much of Biden’s time in
office. Their meeting led to
modest agreements to combat
illegal fentanyl and reestablish
military communications. But
there were still deep differences
on economic competition and
global security threats.

Still, Biden and Xi are looking
to bring a greater measure of
stability to a relationship that is
being defined by differences
over export controls, tensions
over Taiwan, the wars in the
Middle East and Europe, and
more.

Ukraine recaptures land
in the Kharkiv region

AP H KYIV

Ukrainian forces say they
have recaptured territory in
the eastern region of Kharkiv,
where Russia launched a large
offensive in the spring that
brought initial gains but the
operation soon stalled. Ukraines
3rd Separate Assault Brigade
said in a statement late Thursday
that its forces advanced nearly
two square kilometers (about
three-quarters of a square mile)
in that area.

It was unclear when the attack
was launched, its scale, and the
area of the offensive, and it’s hard
to predict if it will have further
impact on the battlefield.
Ukraine’s reported counteroffen-
sive in the Kharkiv region comes
as its forces have gained new
momentum and altered the bat-
tlefield this month. Kyiv
launched a shock offensive into
Russias western Kursk region on
August 6, while simultaneously
intensifying a drone war against
military and fuel targets that
sparked blazes deep in Russia

this week.

On Friday some new details
emerged about damage and
injuries caused by some of those
attacks.

A Ukrainian drone attack target-
ing a distant Russian air base in
its Volgograd region caused sig-
nificant damage to an airfield
that reportedly housed glide
bombs used by Moscow in the
war, satellite photos analyzed
Friday by The Associated Press
showed.

Meanwhile, an attack on a cargo
ferry at the port of Kavkaz in
Russias Krasnodar region on
Thursday injured 13 people,
Russia’s state news agency Tass
reported Friday. Citing health
officials, Tass said that four of the
injured have been hospitalised
and one other person remained
unaccounted for.

Ukraines gains have reshaped
the battlefield and buoyed the
morale of Ukrainians 10 years
after Russia first invaded their
country, and 2 1/2 years after
Moscow launched a full-scale
invasion that has led to mass

death and destruction and cre-
ated Europes largest refugee
crisis since World War II.
Ukraine and its Western allies
hope that the regained momen-
tum could strengthen Kyiv’s
hand on the diplomatic front.
A visit to Kyiv by Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, who is
meeting Friday with President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, is being
closely watched. Modi, who has
maintained cordial ties and eco-
nomic relations with Russian
President Vladimir Putin, could
play a role in forging a mediat-
ed peace.

But the incursion into Russia
itself is risky. It has highlighted
Russian vulnerabilities but also
further stretched Ukrainian
forces, who were already fight-
ing on a frontline running for
hundreds of kilometers. And it
has possibly compromised its
ability to hold back Russian
forces who have slowly but
steadily gained ground in the
Donetsk region, diverting
Ukrainian forces who otherwise
could bolster defense there.

Bangladesh floods kills 15,
maroon over 4.5 million

PTI H DHAKA

onsoon rainfall-triggered

floods in  deltaic
Bangladesh and upstream
Indian regions killed at least 15
people and affected over four
million others in this country,
posing a huge administrative
challenge to the newly installed
interim government amid a
political transition. Several
rivers are flowing above the
danger mark, particularly in
north-eastern, eastern and
south-eastern Bangladesh inun-
dating many cities and towns
apart from several hundred
villages killing people, damag-
ing the infrastructures and dis-
rupting communication lines.
“At least 15 people have been
killed and 4.8 million people in
as many as 11 districts have
been affected by floods trig-
gered by heavy rains in
Bangladesh,” state-run news
agency Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha (BSS) said quoting Md
Kamrul Hasan, secretary of
the Disaster Management
Ministry.Rescue operations in
the flood-affected areas are
being carried out by the army,
navy, coast guard, Border
Guards, Bangladesh (BGB), fire
services, police as well as stu-
dents, Hasan told media per-
sons. More than a dozen places
across these areas received over
60 mm of rainfall, ranging
from 151 mm at Cox’s Bazar to
62 in Gopalganj, the
Bangladesh Meteorological
Department and forecast heavy
rainfall in various regions of the
country over the next three days
due to active monsoon condi-
tions over the Bay of Bengal,
according to the Dhaka Tribune
newspaper.
Bangladesh is crisscrossed by
more than 200 rivers, 54 of
them being transboundary
rivers with upper riparian India,
in four major basins. A depres-
sion (a system that brings in
copious rainfall) in the Bay of
Bengal has led to the current
deluge with rivers in two basins
- the north-eastern Meghna
Basin and south-western
Chattrogram Hills Basin - flow-
ing above the danger mark.
Apart from the torrential rains,
the overflowing rivers, El Nino
and climate change phenome-
non were the factors responsi-
ble for widespread flooding in
the country, weather experts
said on Friday.
A Disaster Management
Ministry spokesperson said:

SL prez poll
candidate
passes away

Colombo (PTI): One of the 39
candidates in the fray in Sri
Lanka’s presidential election
scheduled for September 21 has
passed away. Idroos Mohamed
Ilyas, 79, an independent can-
didate from the north-western
Puttalam district died last night
from a heart attack while he
was being taken to a hospital,
his family said. He was a mem-
ber of parliament in the 1990s
representing the island’s nine
per cent Muslim minority from
the northern district of Jaffna.
His name with his electoral
symbol, ‘injection syringe, was
placed fourth from the top of
the lengthy ballot paper made
so by the record 39 candidates,
four more in comparison to the
previous election held in
November 2019.

Pak seeks $4bn loan from Middle East banks

PTI M ISLAMABAD

Cash—strapped Pakistan is
in talks with banks in the
Middle East to borrow approx-
imately USD 4 billion to meet
its external financial commit-
ments for the current fiscal
year, as part of the USD 7 bil-
lion Extended Fund Facility
(EFF) currently pending for
IMF’s approval.

Finance Minister Muhammad
Aurangzeb and his team had a
virtual meeting with Dr Adnan
Chilwan, Group CEO of Dubai
Islamic Bank, on Thursday,
the Dawn newspaper reported
on Friday.

On Wednesday, a similar inter-
action was held with Mashreq
Bank President and Group
CEO Ahmed Abdelaal. Both
meetings had been arranged to
“discuss the economic outlook
and explore investment oppor-

tunities in Pakistan”.

For the current fiscal year,
Pakistan has pitched about
USD 20 billion in foreign bor-
rowing in the budget, besides
another USD 3 billion rollover
from the UAE that was report-
ed separately for the balance of
payments. With this much bor-
rowing, Pakistan’s reserves are
estimated to grow to about
USD 19-20 billion by the end
of the current fiscal year.
Ofthe USD 20 billion estimate,
about USD 4 billion is target-
ed to be arranged through for-
eign commercial borrowing
during the current fiscal year
and another USD 1 billion in
international bonds.
Separately, The Express
Tribune newspaper reported
that Pakistan begins seeking
commercial loans from Middle
Eastern banks to bridge the
external financing gap, as the

IMF indefinitely postponed
the approval of a USD 7 billion
EFF this week after Islamabad
failed to secure the additional
USD 2 billion in financing
and the rollover of USD 12 bil-
lion in cash deposits from
Saudi Arabia, China, and the
UAE.

The finance minister now
hopes that the IMF may
approve the new EFF next
month. Pakistan has also inten-
sified its engagement with for-
eign commercial banks, though
high financing costs and a low
credit rating from internation-
al agencies remain significant
hurdles. Pakistan’s current
credit rating stands at CCC+,
which is below investment
grade, leading to higher inter-
est rate demands from com-
mercial banks.

Meanwhile, on Thursday, the
Ministry of Finance and the

State Bank of Pakistan (SBP)
briefed the Senate Standing
Committee on Economic
Affairs about Pakistan’s engage-
ments with the IMF since 1958.
Qader Bakhsh, an executive
from the SBP, informed the
parliamentary forum that
Pakistan’s last Stand-By
Arrangement with the IMF
had an average interest rate of
5.1 per cent, making it a cost-
ly deal. He also noted that the
new IMF loan is expected to
carry similar rates unless glob-
al interest rates decline.

The IMF interest rate is deter-
mined by the Special Drawing
Rights (SDR) basket price, plus
a 1% base rate and two addi-
tional surcharges linked to
loan volume and duration, he
explained.

The SBP official further
detailed that if a country bor-
rows more than 187.5 per cent

of its IMF quota, a 2 per cent
surcharge applies. Additionally,
a 1 per cent surcharge is levied
if the borrowing period exceeds
three years, he said.
Traditionally, lending by the
World Bank, the Asian
Development Bank, and the
IMF was considered affordable.
However, due to Pakistans
increasing borrowing needs
and limited capacity to sustain
such debt, the WB and ADB
have also raised their interest
rates. Data shared by the
finance ministry revealed that
Pakistan’s interest costs on IMF
loans have steadily risen since
2008. That year, Pakistan bor-
rowed from the IMF at an
interest rate of 1.6 per cent,
which increased to 2.4 per
cent in 2013. The 2019 IMF
programme was secured at an
average interest rate of 3.41 per
cent.

“We are monitoring the flood
situation and relief activities
from our control room in
Dhaka”

Communications with the
central Feni district, which is
located almost midway between
the capital Dhaka and the port
city of Chattogram, was virtu-
ally cut off while flood waters
largely submerged the district
headquarters and the collapsed
electricity supply system dis-
rupted the telecommunication
lines.“The cross border Khowai
in (northeastern) Habiganj now
flows 199 centimetres or near-
ly 2 metres above the danger
marks at places, the Gumti (in
eastern Bangladesh) flow at
118 centimetres above danger
mark and Halda in (southeast-
ern) Chattagram 1 metre at
places,” a spokesman of the
Flood Warning and Forecasting

Centre (FFWC) said about the
situation on Friday afternoon.
The FFWC office came under
criticism for failure to predict
the situation even as the officials
attributed the situation to a lack
of information from counter-
parts in the upstream Indian
region.

According to local media
reports, the situation became
bizarre as local government rep-
resentatives were unavailable or
on the run because of their polit-
ical affiliation after the ouster of
former prime minister Sheikh
Hasina’s Awami League
regime.Yunus, 84, assumed
charge on August 8 soon after
Hasina, 76, stepped down on
August 5 and fled to India
amidst a mass uprising that fol-
lowed attacks, vandalism and
killings of many people loyal to
her since last month.

K} Baba Farid University of Health Sciences, Faridkot

Admission Notice

Post Basic Nursing Courses, session 2024
Online applications are invited for vacant seats for admission in all the
Govt./Private colleges of Punjab through University website from candi-
dates who have not appeared in PPBNET-2024 on the basis of GNM
examinations from 25.08.2024 To 31.08.2024
2nd round of Onlineg counseling schedule for all PPENET-2024
appeared and Not appeared candidates is available on University web-

site

Note:- Any Notification/Corrigendum/Amendment by Govt. of Punjab
will be followed. For the detailed schedule/Prospectus & updates visit

us at: www.bfuhs.ac.in.

nil/12/217/2023/36948 Dated CHD :- 8/22/2024

REGISTRAR

Guru Nanak Dev University, Amritsar

Tender Notice Reference No.GNDU/Gen/69/2024
The Department of G.N.D.U. Amritsar invites enling bids for the following:

Sr. No. tem

1 Imaging of Part-C & Part-D of OMR front cover.
Seanning of OMR Front cover having Part-C and| semesters (5 Lacs
Part-D with Scan No. and processing of Data in

the farm of marks st

Closing date & Time: 07-09-2024 at 5:00 PM
Far details leg onto: www.eprec.punjab.gov.in
Note: Any comrigendum(s) to the Tender Motice shall be published on the above

website only

MAM 224853 2023/36955 Dated CHD - 87252024

Quantity
10 Lag for Twe

per samasier)

Assistant Registrar (General)
Guru Nanak Dev University,
Amritsar

l,-r_‘,!

PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LTD.
(Regd. Office: PSER Head Office, The Mall Patiala-147001)

Corporate ldentity Number U40109PB20105GC033813 Website- www.pspsclin
Contact No.96461-17604, 96461-17659

Tender Enquiry No. 1701/ TGM/Q&M/PC-2579 Dated: 22-08-2024
Chief Engineer/ O&M (P&P Cell-ll), GHTF, Lehra Mohabbat, invites
E-tender for the Procurement of Scaling and Antisieze Compund.
Quantity as per NIT. For detailed NIT & tender specification please
refer to https:/leproc.punjab.gov.in from 22-08-2024 at 17:00

Hrs. onwards.

Note:- Corrigendurn and addendum, if any will be published online

at https:/ieproc.punjab.gov.in

76155/12/3341/2023/36973 Dated CHD :- 8/23/2024

GHTP-72/24
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1 | Supply and Installation of CCTV & Annual service charge with 05
years AMC at IA. Mathura site A & B, Kosi Kotwan | & || Kosi Kalan
(Mathura), Firozabad, Bhogaon (Mainpuri), Foundary Nagar Agra,

Sikandra Site A, B, C & EPIP Agra.

95.66
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Sensex. Nifty edge up in volatile
trade ahead of US Fed chief Speech

PTI @ MUMBAI

Benchmark Sensex and Nifty
edged up in volatile trade
on Friday following buying in
blue-chip stocks such as ICICI
Bank and Bharti Airtel amid
mixed global trends ahead of
the US Fed chair Jerome
Powell's speech at Jackson Hole
Symposium.

Rising for the fourth straight
session, the 30-share BSE
Sensex ended 33.02 points or
0.04 per cent higher at
81,086.21.

In early trade, the benchmark
declined 169.93 points or 0.20
per cent to a low of 80,883.26.
Later, it bounced back 178.3
points or 0.21 per cent to hit a
high of 81,231.49 but gave up
gains towards the end.

The NSE Nifty edged up 11.65
points or 0.05 per cent to close
at 24,823.15 registering gains
for the seventh session in a
TOW.

From the Sensex pack, Tata
Motors, Sun Pharmaceutical,
Bharti Airtel, Bajaj Finserv,

NSE NIFTY

Intra-day on August 23, 2024

BSE SENSEX

Intra-day aon August 23, 2024
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ICICI Bank, Mahindra & global market sentiments

Mahindra and JSW Steel were
the gainers.

Tech Mahindra, HCL
Technologies, Asian Paints,
Titan, Infosys, State Bank of
India, Tata Consultancy
Services and HDFC Bank were
the laggards.

“‘Ahead of the FED chair
Powell's speech, the Indian
indices oscillated around the
flat trajectory and mixed

further catalysed this scenario,”
Vinod Nair, Head of Research,
Geojit Financial Services said.
Investors  are  exercising
caution and awaiting Powell's
signals for more insights on the
interest rate path, Nair added.
In the broader market, the BSE
smallcap gauge jumped 0.15
per cent, however the midcap
index fell 0.66 per cent.
Among the indices, Services

surged by 1.07 per cent, Auto
by 0.93 per cent, Industrials by
0.26 per cent, capital goods by
0.23 per cent and Consumer
Discretionary by 0.13 per cent.
Realty, IT, Oil & Gas and Teck
were among the laggards.
“Indian market struggled for
direction in early trade on
Friday as investors awaited
cues from US Federal Reserve
Jerome Powell's speech at the
ongoing  Jackson  Hole
Economic Symposium.
“Markets are looking for new
clues on the timing and pace of
possible interest rate cuts by

the Fed this year” Avdhut
Bagkar ~ Technical  and
Derivatives ~ Analyst  at
StoxBox.

Bajaj Auto stock jumped 5 per
cent after the company became
the first automotive original
equipment manufacturer
(OEM) to receive a domestic
value addition certificate for all
15 electric models it submitted
for clearance from the
Ministry of Heavy Industries
(MHI).

money 10

Rupee rises 4 paise to close
at 83.89 against US dollar

PTI B MUMBAI

The rupee traded in a
narrow range and settled
higher by 4 paise at 83.89
(provisional) against the
American currency on Friday,
as traders remained cautious
ahead of Fed Chair Jerome
Powell's speech at the Jackson
Hole Symposium.

Forex traders said weak US
Dollar, foreign fund inflows
and a positive tone in the
domestic markets supported
the rupee. However, overnight
gains in crude oil prices
capped sharp gains.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local
unit opened weak at 83.93 and
touched an intraday high of
83.85 against the US dollar.
The domestic currency finally
settled at 83.89 (provisional), 4
paise higher from its previous
close. On Thursday, the rupee
traded in a narrow range and
settled lower by 3 paise at
83.93 against the American
currency.

“We expect the rupee to trade
with a slight negative bias as
traders remain cautious ahead

Rupee vs Dollar

%g{ﬁ  per US §

2 2 2 23
August 2024

16 19

{inverted scole)  KBK Infographics
of Fed Chair Jerome Powell's
speech at the Jackson Hole
Symposium  which  could
provide some cues on Fed's
path to cut interest rates.
“Weak US and Asian markets
and a recovery in crude oil
prices may pressure the rupee
while  positive ~ domestic
markets may support the
rupee at lower levels, said
Anuj Choudhary -- Research
Analyst at Sharekhan by BNP
Paribas.

Meanwhile, the dollar index,

which gauges the greenback's
strength against a basket of six
currencies, was trading 0.10
per cent lower at 101.40.
Brent crude, the global oil
benchmark, advanced 1.05 per
cent to USD 78.03 per barrel.
On the domestic equity
market front, Sensex advanced
33.02 points, or 0.04 per cent,
to close at 81,086.21 points.
The Nifty rose 11.65 points, or
0.05 per cent, to 24,823.15
points.

Foreign institutional investors
(FIIs) were net buyers in the
capital markets on Thursday
as they purchased shares
worth Rs 1,371.79 crore,
according to exchange data.
On the domestic
macroeconomic front, the
minutes of the last Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC)
released by the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) on Thursday
noted that the calibrated
increase in policy repo rate by
250 basis points since May
2022 and subsequent change
of stance to the withdrawal of
accommodation have
facilitated gradual disinflation
over 2022-23.

India’s forex

reserves jump by
USD 4.546 bn to
USD 674.664 bn

PTI W MUMBAI
ndia's  forex  reserves
jumped by USD 4.546
billion to USD 674.664 billion
during the week ended
August 16, the RBI said on
Friday.

In the previous week, the
forex kitty had dropped by
USD 4.8 billion to USD
670.119 billion. On August 2,
the overall reserves hit an all-
time high of USD 674.919
billion.

In the week ended August 16,
foreign currency assets, a
major component of the
reserves, increased by USD
3.609 billion to USD 591.569
billion, the data released on
Friday showed.

Expressed in dollar terms, the
foreign  currency  assets
include the effect of
appreciation or depreciation
of non-US units like the euro,
pound and yen held in the
foreign exchange reserves.
Gold reserves increased by
USD 865 million to USD
60.104 billion during the
week, the RBI said.

Sebi asks CAs to be ‘extra careful’
while auditing listed SMEs

PTI @ MUMBAI

Sebi's whole-time member
Ashwani Bhatia on Friday
asked chartered accountants to
be more diligent while auditing
companies listed on the SME
exchange platforms.
Addressing an industry event
of CAs, Bhatia said it is impor-
tant to look at the listed SMEs
(Small and medium-sized
enterprises) in a more careful
way because the same compa-
nies will grow to be a part of the
main board in the future.
“We have seen some chal-
lenges there (SME platform).
We request you to be extra
careful as far as SME IPOs and
fundraising are concerned
because these small companies
will become much, much big-
ger going forward,” the banker-
turned-capital markets regula-
tor said.

Bhatia expressed satisfaction

aﬂ_[' _'li

I

with the progress of the SME
platform, stating that Rs 14,000
crore has been raised by such
entities, with Rs 6,000 crore
being raised in FY24 alone.
He compared the CAs to “doc-
tors”, and added that they act as
first-level regulators by ensur-
ing orderly conduct of compa-
nies.

Bhatia said many Sebi investi-
gations and orders, which take
over a year to complete, may
not be necessary at all if the
CAs had done their work more

diligently.

It can be noted that in March
this year, Sebi chairperson
Madhabi Puri Buch had
flagged concerns around “price
manipulation” in the SME plat-
form listings and trading, and
asked investors to be cautious.
Meanwhile, addressing CAs
on Friday, Bhatia recalled the
conduct of SBI's past chairman
R K Talwar and said that the
strength of character of the
leader helps create “great insti-
tutions”.

He also said that despite the
regulator coming out with reg-
ulations to enable delisting,
the experience has been the
“reverse” with little interest on
that front.

The whole-time member hint-
ed that the low interest in
delisting is due to high valua-
tions, and added that even
foreign companies are looking
at listing in India.
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2=5) BANK OF MAHARASHTRA

The undersigned being the Authorized Officer of the Bank of Maharashtra under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial assets and
Enhwmd&ewﬂulanMandlnuame of the powers conferred under Sub-section (2) of Section 13 read with rule 8 of the
) Rules, 2002 issued Demand Nofice.
Thnl:mrmwarsl'ﬂvmg failed Inrapuyihsanmrﬂ, Nobm is hereby given fo the borrower and the public in general that the undersigned has

Jabalpur Zonal Office: Wright Town,
Jabalpur- 482001, Tele: 0761- 2480065
E-mail: dzmjabalpur@mahabank.co.in

herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/ her under section 13(4) of the

HEAD OFFICE:
LOKMANGAL 1501,
SHIVAJINAGAR, PUNE - 5

said Act read with the Rule 8 of the said rules.
Amount d . Demand
N Name 8 Address | 'wothe bank Details of Immovable Property of Notice bate
Gu“:m' °n"'t°°r or ::,u oo which possession taken by the bank p“m;.,,.

1.|Branch - Satna Rs.1919169.43/- Residential property. area measuring 1200 sq.| 30/05/2024

Borrower - Mr. Mohammad | Interest & feet, with construction thereon situated at Mauza

Shahid Khan sfo Mr. Other C Umrahi Mathuriyan, Circle Amarpatan, Land

Suleman Khan and Mrs. |OMer Chages | Bearing Khasra No.129/9, Ward No.1. Krishna | 21/08/2024

Saishta Khan w/o Mr. wef. Nagar Colony, Tehsil Amarpatan. District- Satna

Mohammad Shahid Khan 30/05/2024 | (M.P.) in the name of Mr. Mohammad Shahid

Both residing at Ward No.29, BClRN . A 5tk ey i

Gali No.1, Pateri Road

Jawahar Nagar, Satna (M.P.)

Pin Code - 485001

Place: Jabalpur, Date: 24/08/2024

Tllehmmrmpurllwlurmdthewhlmlnwmlluhmmdmthmlwihﬂle, p i
properties will be subject to the charge of Bank Of M for an

and any il with the
d. The details of the properties

mortgaged to the Bank and taken possession by the Bank are as above. The Borrower's attention is invited to provisions of sub-section (8) of
section 13 of the Adi, in respect of ime available, to redeem the secured assets.

CHIEF MANAGER & AUTHORIZED OFFICER
BANK OF MAHARASHTRA

m)|=-MADHYA PRADESH INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
o2 GORPORATION LIMITED

{Emmmsnl of M.P. Undertaking)
SECRETARIAT FOR SINGLE WINDOW SYSTEM
21, Arera Hills, Bhopal-462011, M.P. (India), (CIN : U51102MP1977SGC001392)
Tel. : (91) 0755-2571830, 2575618, 3523555, 3523505
E-Mail: helpdesk@mpidc.co.in, Website: www.invest.mp.gov.in
MPIDC/CE/Tech-RFP/2024/178

NOTICE INVITING TENDER

M.P. Industrial Development Corporation Lid. (MPIDC Ltd.) invites online percentage rate bids
from registered contractors and firms for the following work :-

Date : 23.08.2024

S.No. | NIT No. Name of Work District | PAC (In
Rs. Cr.)
1. 178 |Construction of New 33/11 KV Sub-Station, 1x5 MVA PTR, 33| Morena| 21.75

KV & 11 KV HT Line, 11/0.415 KV Sub-station, STIC of Street
Light, Campus Lighting, DG-Set, Solar Power System (On-
Grid) work for Mega Leather, Footwear & Accessories Cluster”
at Sitapur Phase-Il, Distt. Morena (M.P.)

gov.in — MPIDC HO.
M.P. Madhyam/116075/2024

The Tender documents can be downloaded from the e-procurement Portal- hitps:/mptenders.

CHIEF ENGINEER

Registration of housing properties
in Noida, Gr Noida up 29 per cent
in Apr-Jun at 8,212 units: Report

PTI W NEW DELHI

Registration of residential
properties in Noida and
Greater Noida rose 29 per
cent annually in the June
quarter to 8,212 units,
according  to  housing
brokerage firm Square Yards.
As many as 6,354 units were
registered in the year-ago
period.

Residential real estate activity
in Noida and Greater Noida
saw a marked uptick in the
June quarter of 2024, with
8,212 residential transactions
registered with the Inspector
General of Registration
(IGR).

“The combined sales value of
these transactions reached Rs
6,013 crore, representing a 59
per cent year-on-year surge,
outpacing the growth in
transaction volume,” the
consultant said in a statement.
In Noida, Square Yards said
that 3,200 units were
registered during the April-
June period against 2,408
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units a year ago.

Greater Noida saw a 27 per
cent increase in registration of
residential properties at 5,012
units compared to 3,946 units
in the corresponding period
of the previous year.

Among developers, realty
firm Nirala World topped
both the number of
transactions and sales value in
April-June 2024.

Its project, Nirala Estate in
Tech Zone-4 (Greater Noida),
led the pack with 620 units
registered, amounting to Rs
565 crore in sales value, the
consultant said.

Gold prices decline by
3390, silver drops 200

PTI W NEW DELHI

old prices declined by Rs

350 to Rs 73,800 per 10
grams in the national capital
on Friday, according to the
All India Sarafa Association.
In the previous session, gold
of 99.9 per cent purity traded
at Rs 74,150 per 10 grams.
Silver declined by Rs 200 to
Rs 87,000 per kg from Rs
87,200 per kg in the previous
day.
Meanwhile, gold of 99.5 per
cent purity also dropped by
Rs 350 to Rs 73,450 per 10
grams against Rs 73,800 per
10 grams on Thursday.
The yellow metal extended
losses on Friday, weighed
down by rising US Treasury
yields and a recovery in the
dollar index, market experts
said.
Prices of precious metal were
also influenced by the
minutes of the last Monetary
Policy Committee (MPC)
released by RBI on Thursday.
Reserve Bank Governor

Shaktikanta Das said that the
current policy rate of 6.5 per
cent is broadly balanced, and
any justification for policy
easing at this juncture can be
misleading, according to the
MPC minutes.

Governor Das and three other
members voted for the status
quo on the repo rate in the
MPC, while two members
advocated a rate cut.
Globally, gold at Comex
gained USD 18.20 to trade at
USD 2,534.90 per ounce.
Silver was trading 1.24 per
cent higher at USD 29.84 per
ounce in the international
markets.

Minutes from the US Federal
Reserve's  July  meeting

revealed a strong inclination
toward a rate cut next month,
a move supported by at least
two Fed officials, Prathamesh
Mallya, DVP- Research, Non-
Agri  Commodities and
Currencies, Angel One Ltd,
said.

“Speculators overstated the
likelihood of an aggressive
rate cut before the end of the
year; now they trimmed their
bets and are pricing three 25-
basis-point cuts across the
remaining three Fed policy
meetings this year, down
from around four cuts priced
two days ago,” said Saumil
Gandhi, Senior Analyst -
Commodities at HDFC
Securities.

US top trading partner, highest trade deficit
with China in January-June 2024: G'TRI
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PTI W NEW DELHI

The US has emerged as
India's top trading partner
during January-June this year,
while the country has
recorded its highest trade
deficit of USD 41.6 billion
with China during the period,
according to think tank
GTRIL

It also said the country's
merchandise exports rose
5.41 per cent to USD 230.51
billion during the first of
2024.

“China topped the list with a
substantial trade deficit of
USD 41.6 billion, as exports
to China were USD 8.5
billion, while imports reached
USD 50.1 billion durin

January-June 2024,” it added.

The data analysis for the first
half of this calendar year by
the Global Trade Research
Initiative (GTRI) showed
India exports goods to 239

countries and out of these,
126 countries showed positive

growth in exports. These
nations account for 75.3 per
cent of India's total exports.
Major  countries  with
increased exports include the
USA, UAE, Netherlands,
Singapore, and  China.
However, exports declined in
98 countries, which account
for 24.6 per cent of India's
exports, with notable declines
in Italy, Belgium, Nepal, and
Hong Kong.

“The US is India's top export
partner. Exports to the US
increased from USD 37.7
billion in January-June 2023
to USD 41.6 billion in

January-June 2024, reflecting
a growth of 10.5 per cent. The
UAE saw a significant rise in
exports, increasing from USD
15.8 billion to USD 19.7
billion, marking a 24.9 per
cent growth,” it said.

In the first half of 2024, China
remained the largest import
supplier, ~ with  imports
increasing from USD 46.2
billion to USD 50.1 billion.
“In FY2024, China was India's
top trading partner, just
ahead of the US. However,
from January to June 2024,
the US became India's largest
trading partner, with total
trade growing from USD 59.4
billion to USD 62.5 billion, a
5.3 per cent increase; GTRI
Founder Ajay Srivastava said.
China followed as the second-
largest trading partner, with
total trade rising from USD
54.4 billion to USD 58.6
billion, marking a 7.7 per cent
increase.
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India steel market hit by unfair impors dumping

PTI W NEW DELHI

Indian steel market is hit by “unfair imports
and dumping” amid a demand slump in China
and the government needs to take action in a
time-bound manner, former steel secretary
Nagendra Nath Sinha has said.

“If you take flat steel products, imports are cer-
tainly an issue. The slump in the Chinese mar-
ket has really shaken the (domestic) market,”

Sinha, who superannuated on July 31, said at the
7th edition of BigMint's Indian Iron Ore and

Pellet Summit on Friday.

He also warned of the price realisations getting
affected due to surging imports impacting the

profitability of steel makers.

“To the extent the imports currently happening
are unfair and there is dumping going on and
the Indian government should certainly respond
to them in a timeframe,” Sinha said. His state-
ment assumes significance as local steel players

Secre ary

have been raising the issue of imports for months

from select countries including China.
Steelmakers have raised concern that India is

becoming a net importer of steel against the aim

to become a global supplier of the commodity.
Sinha said “..Duty prayers for imposition of the
duty are being considered at a longer timeframe
for about a year and a half that is not going help
industry at least give them a fair hearing”
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UNGOVLRING THE PAST

THLE LAHUORE GUNSPIRACY GASK

Aparna Vaidik’s Revolutionaries on Trial offers a fresh perspective on the Lahore Conspiracy Case of 1929, highlighting the trial’s
intricate political and legal dimensions. By examining the roles of Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev and Rajguru, Vaidik reveals the trial’s broader
significance beyond martyrdom, providing a deeper understanding of its impact on India’s independence struggle, writes SAKSHI PRIYA

parna Vaidik’s
Revolutionaries on Trial
is a riveting
examination of one of
the most significant and
controversial events in India’s
struggle for independence - The
Lahore Conspiracy Case of 1929.
This book distinguishes itself with
its insightful portrayal of the trial,
not merely as a moment of
colonial injustice but as a complex
interplay of legal, political and
cultural forces that shaped the
course of Indian nationalism.
One of the most striking aspects of
Vaidik’s work is her ability to
reframe the Lahore Conspiracy
Case from a simplistic tale of
martyrdom into a multifaceted
historical event with far-reaching
implications. While Bhagat Singh,
Sukhdev and Rajguru have been
venerated as heroes of the Indian
independence movement, Vaidik
challenges the reader to look
beyond this familiar narrative. She
delves into the intricacies of the
trial, revealing the colonial state’s

revolutionary activities while
simultaneously attempting to
undermine the moral authority of
the independence movement.

The book challenges the
conventional focus on Bhagat
Singh as the central figure,
providing a more holistic view of
the revolutionary movement. By
highlighting the contributions and
experiences of Sukhdev and
Rajguru, Vaidik corrects the often
narrow historical lens that tends to
elevate Singh’s martyrdom while

portrayal helps to appreciate the
collective nature of the HSRAS
struggle and the ideological and
personal dynamics within the
revolutionary group.

Vaidik’s approach is particularly
compelling because she does not
merely focus on the courtroom
drama. Instead, she broadens the
scope to include the roles played
by the colonial government, the
revolutionaries, the Indian press
and the public. This holistic view
allows readers to appreciate the

evolu
n Trial

=

far beyond the legal proceedings.
Vaidiks detailed examination of
the motivations and strategies of
all the actors involved provides a
richer understanding of the
dynamics at play during this
critical period in India’s history.

The booKk’s exploration of the
colonial state’s decision to
prosecute the revolutionaries is
particularly eye-opening. The
author argues that the trial was not
just about dispensing justice, it was
a deliberate move by the British to

revolutionary ideologies. This
perspective adds a new layer of
complexity to  the story,
highlighting ~ the  colonial
government’s strategic use of
public trials to shape public
opinion and maintain control.
Moreover, VaidiK’s analysis of the
revolutionaries actions during the
trial challenges the conventional
view that their courtroom tactics
were purely propagandistic. She
presents a nuanced argument that
these actions were part of a
broader political strategy designed
to galvanise public support and
expose the hypocrisies of the
colonial regime. This
interpretation  enriches  our
understanding of revolutionary
politics and underscores the
significance of the trial in the
broader context of Indias
nationalist movement.

VaidiK’s scholarly rigor is matched
by her engaging writing style,
making Revolutionaries on Trial
both accessible and informative.
The book is meticulously

archival documents, personal
letters and contemporary press
reports. This thoroughness not
only enhances the credibility of
Vaidik’s arguments but also brings
the historical events to life, making
the book a compelling read.

Revolutionaries on Trial is a
significant contribution to the
study of Indian history. It offers
fresh insights into a well-known
event, challenging readers to
reconsider their understanding of
the Lahore Conspiracy Case and
the  broader  struggle for
independence. VaidiKs work is
essential reading for anyone
interested in the complexities of
colonial justice, revolutionary
movements and the enduring
legacy of Indias fight for freedom.
Whether you are a historian, a
student of political science or
simply someone interested in the
depth of India’s past, this book is
sure to leave a lasting impression.

Book Name — Revolutionaries on Trial
Author — Aparna Vaidik

calculated efforts to use the legal ~ marginalising his comrade’s  trial’s significance as a cultural and o i m— assert their authority and counter ~ researched, drawing on a wide Publisher — Alenh book compan

system as a tool for suppressing  significant roles. This nuanced  political spectacle that extended Aparna Vaidik the growing influence of range of sources, including  prce —Rs 995 ey
Th h the E Rediscovering the Sacred Female Principle

- Birthing the Goddess: The Feminine and the Idea of Birth 1s a
f I I n I n profound anthology exploring the intersection of femininity and
creation through diverse cultural and spiritual lenses. With essays that
challenge conventional narratives and illuminate the sacred dimensions

ayaram Padikkal (1937- nephew of a former vice- | Of birth, this collection offers a fresh and insightful perspective on the

1997) was an IPS officer who
served as the chief of Kerala
Police during 1993 to 1994.
e was the youngest DIG in the
country as he excelled in
investigation and intelligence
gathering. Had it not been for a
controversy associated with the
custodial death of a young Maoist
leader by name P Rajan of the
Regional Engineering College
(now NIT) at Kozhikode during
the black days of the internal
emergency, Padikkal would have
retired as the top echelon of the
Home Ministry either as the chief
of IB or CBL
It is strange that the entire media
in Kerala went gaga when
Padikkal was suspended from
service following the Rajan case.
Though he was reinstated in
service following the Court
acquitted him of all charges, the
Kerala media never left him alone
and went after his blood with
their own findings which were far
from reality. All columns, books
and even films of those days
portrayed him as a villain. Even
today, young journalists who do
not have any idea about the Rajan
case, lambasts Padikkal. The
truth is that there was a period in
the history of Kerala Police when
people, cutting across political
lines, demanded that cases of
murder, corruption and misuse of
power should be investigated by
Jayaram Padikkal! Newspapers
and periodicals in the State stand
proof of this demand.
What happened to Padikkal was
his success in exposing the
hypocrisy and double standard of
the Communists. Interestingly it
was during the tenure of EMS
Namboodiripad as chief minister
that a separate unit was set up in
the State for tackling the Maoist
menace. Padikkal was appointed
as head of the special unit and he
did not let his bosses down. The
Maoists, they were known as
Naxalites those days, ran for their
lives and within a couple of years,
Padikkal and his “boys” finished
them off. But they struck back
during the emergency days and

A revealing account of the challenges,
controversies and victories faced by one
of India’s top police officers, as detailed in
Prakash Singh’s Unforgettable Chapters:
Memoirs of a Top Cop, shedding light on
the complex world of law enforcement in
the country, says KUMAR CHELLAPPAN

murdered three cops including a
deputy superintendent of police.
Rajan was taken into custody for
facilitating the escape of the
Maoists ~ who  were  the
perpetrators of the heinous
crime. While a lot of tears were
shed for Rajan, the Kerala society
ignored the sacrifice made by the
cops and that was how Pdikkal
became the “evil character”
Padikkal, the super cop of Kerala,
breathed his last in 1997 and had
a peaceful death.

Despite the persecution and
attack by the media and
intellectuals, Padikkal kept his
cool. “I was not a public relations
officer of the Kerala Police and
my mission was to safeguard the
Constitution of India,” he
reportedly told a close associate
when he was asked why he was
indifferent to criticism by the
media.

Memories  about  Jayaram
Padikkal crept into the mind
while going through

“UNFORGETTABLE
CHAPTERS”, Memoirs of a Top
Cop by Prakash Singh, a former
IPS officer who had served as
police chief of Uttar Pradesh,
assam, Punjab, Nagaland and as
the director general of Border
Security Force. Prakash Singh
also fought for reforms in police,
which if implemented would
have elevated our cops to the
best force in the world. But
politicians do not want to
liberate police from their
shackles. The importance of our
political leaders is known by the
number of armed cops guarding
them. A chief minister like
Pinarayi Vijayan, whom the

CPI(M) in  Kerla
portrays as the most popular
politician in India, does not
move out of his palatial house
without a heavy posse of
commandoes and a cavalcade of
fiftty SUVs and siren wielding
ambulances.

Singh’s memoirs take the readers
through a period in India filled
with terrorism, political turmoil
and insurgency. He has hands-on
experience in tackling terrorism
in States like Jammu & Kashmir,
Assam, Nagaland and the mafia
raj of Uttar Pradesh. Singh has
diagnosed the root cause of
insurgency in North East India in
an exemplary manner. No other
political historians , security
experts or observers have gone
into the basics of these issues like
Prakash Singh.

While serving as DGP in Uttar
Pradesh, Singh had alerted his
colleagues and subordinates
about the danger posed by
Mukhtar Ansari, the dreaded
don of Uttar Pradesh. Ansari,

president of the country, was an
accused in cases of murders,
dacoity and rape. He was
described as a shaheed by
Asaduddin Owaisi much to the
anguish of the law abiding
citizens in India. Though
Prakash Singh did not approve
the Sangh Parivar demolishing
the disputed structure at
Ayodhya in 1992, this police
officer makes it unambiguously
clear that the Babri Mosque was
nothing other than the temple
where Lord Rama was born.
What makes this book a must
read for all who are interested in
knowing the political and social
chaos is the kind of information
provided by the author. He has
shared with the readers the
reasons for the fall in standards of
policing in the country. Post-
retirement, Singh drew the
attention of the Supreme Court to
factors like the executive misuse
and abuse of the police in
frequent postings and transfers,
recruitment procedures vitiated
by political recommendations,
promotions getting influenced,
tampering of investigations, and
unlawful directions to the police
as matters of concern.

Singh is no ordinary police
officer and is proved by his
admission that he regrets his
failure in mastering Sanskrit and
not learning martial arts. His
third regret that he could not
divide his life in the four ashrams
prescribed by our ancestors is
uncalled for. We need officers like
Prakash Singh to share their
experiences with the new
generation cops. It will make
major changes in the spirit and
soul of young officers.

Prakash Singh had won a
historical case against the Union
of India when the Supreme Court
ordered that IPS officers selected
to head the police force should
get a minimum two-year tenure
as chief. Super cops like Padikkal
and Prakash Singh belong to a
different genre and they are the
ones described by Chanakya as
the real policemen.

divine feminine, writes SAKSHI PRIYA

irthing  the Goddess: The

Feminine and the Idea of Birth is
a captivating anthology that
navigates the rich ground where
birth, creation and the feminine
divine intersect. Compiled by a
diverse group of authors, Compiled
by a diverse group of contributors,
including Seema Kohli, Anamika
Roy, Janet Chawla, Nilima
Chitgopekar and Stella Dupuis. This
volume extends the inquiry begun in
Experiencing the Goddess, offering
an even deeper exploration of the
spiritual and cultural significance of
the feminine principle.
The book opens by reframing birth
as not just a biological event but as a
transformative process imbued with
profound spiritual and cultural
meaning. Anamika Roy’s essay,
"Radha Was Created Not Born," sets
the tone by exploring the origins of
Radha, a central figure in Hinduism
whose existence stems from artistic
and poetic creation rather than
traditional birth. This interpretation
of Radhas origin as a divine
construct rather than a born deity is
both refreshing and thought-
provoking, challenging readers to
reconsider the boundaries of
creation.
Janet Chawlas "Birth as Magic and
Dai as the Shaman" is another
standout, delving into traditional
Indian birthing practices. Chawlas
exploration of the sacred roles of
traditional midwives (dais) offers a
poignant contrast to the sterile,
clinical approaches of modern
medicine. Her essay is a compelling
reminder of the deep spiritual
connections that can exist in the
birthing process, connections that
modern practices often overlook or
undervalue.
Nilima Chitgopekar "Not from the
Womb - Birthing in the Devi
Mahatmya" examines the divine
birth of Durga, highlighting her
emergence not as a typical birth but
as a product of divine assembly. This
essay powerfully underscores the
symbolic and theological weight of
Durgas creation, positioning her as a
pivotal figure in maintaining cosmic

balance.
Seema Kohli’s essay, "Journey of

Surya, from Martanda  to
Hiranyagarbha - Immortal Cycle of
Creation and Recreation,” adds a
fascinating dimension to the
anthology. By weaving Vedic
concepts of creation with personal
reflections, Kohli brings ancient
symbols like the Golden Womb
(Hiranyagarbha) and the Sun
(Martanda) into contemporary
relevance, offering readers a unique
blend of mythology and modern
interpretation.

In "Birth of a Hero - The Pursuit of
Immortality," Stella Dupuis explores
the universal motif of heroism and
immortality. She connects
Amazonian women warriors, India's
Sati memorial stones and Ladakh's
Matsyendranth ~ sculpture.  Her
analysis of the birth and quests of
mythical heroes across different
cultures enriches the anthology by
showing the diverse ways divine
favor and heroic journeys are

conceptualised.
Birthing the Goddess is a deeply
engaging and intellectually

stimulating collection that offers new
perspectives on the feminine divine
through the themes of birth and
creation. Each essay challenges
conventional narratives and invites
readers to go through into the sacred
dimensions of the feminine, making
the book a valuable addition to
studies in mythology, spirituality and
cultural traditions.

What stands out most about this
anthology is its ability to work
together diverse perspectives into a
coherent and profound meditation
on the feminine principle. The
author’s willingness to challenge
traditional narratives and explore
lesser-known stories is both brave
and necessary in today’s cultural
landscape. This book is not just an
academic exercise; it's a spiritual
journey that prompts readers to
reflect on their own understanding
of birth, creation and the divine
feminine. For anyone interested in
mythology, spirituality or cultural
studies, Birthing the Goddess is a
must-read. Its rich content and
thought-provoking essays will leave a
lasting impression, inspiring deeper
contemplation and appreciation of
the sacred feminine.

Book Name — Birthing the Goddess: The
Feminine and the Idea of Birth

Publisher — Aryan Books International
Price — Rs. 1950
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GUKESH, PRAGGNANANDHAA
DRAW AGAIN I SINQUEFIELD GUP

PTI m SAINT LOUIS (USA)

World Championship
challenger D Gukesh
enjoyed an advantageous
position against tournament
co-leader Alireza Firouzja of
France but eventually settled
for a draw in the fourth round
of the Sinquefield Cup, here.
Gukesh, who is set to play the
World championship match
against Ding Liren of China
next November, proved that he
is made of sterner mettle as he
made Firouzjas life tough.
Grandmaster

Praggnanandhaa also drew his
game against Anish Giri of
Holland and almost at the half
way stage in this 10-player
round-robin tournament, the
Indians stand at a level fifty
percent score.

The day when Wesley So of
United stated States won the
lone decisive game, the news
doing the round through
unconfirmed sources was that
Firouzja has been offered to
play for United States.

For Pragg things were not
difficult as he meticulously
handled Anish Giri with black

pieces and even though the
Dutchman believed he had
some chances, they were
thwarted in no time.

After three decisive games in
round three the fourth round
yet again produced just a lone
decisive game with Wesley So
overcoming Ian
Nepomniachtchi of Russia.
With Wesley winning and
Nepomniachtchi on the losing
side, the former joined
Firouzja in lead on 2.5 points
after four rounds and they are
now followed by Fabiano
Caruana of United States,

Maxime Vachier-Lagrave of
France, Nepomniachtchi,
Praggnanandhaa and Gukesh.
Abdusattorov and Giri share
the ninth spot with 1.5 points
each. Results round 4: Anish
Giri (Ned, 1.5) drew with R
Praggnanandhaa (Ind, 2); D
Gukesh (Ind, 2) drew with
Alireza Firouzja (Fra, 2.5);
Wesley So (Usa, 2,5) beat Tan
Nepomniachtchi (Fide, 2);
Ding Liren (Chn, 2) drew w ith
Fabiano Caruana (Usa, 2);
Maxime Vachier-Lagrave (Fra,
2) drew with Nodirbek
Abdusattorov (Uzb, 1.5).

Sr1 Lanka-New Zealand opening
lest at Galle to have a rest day

PTI W DUBAI

against New Zealand at

Galle next month will be a
six-day  affair with the
provision of a rest day owing to
the presidential election in the
island nation.
The Test, scheduled to
commence on September 18,
will have a rest day on
September 21, “owing to the
Presidential Election of the
Democratic Socialist Republic
of Sri Lanka”, said an ICC
release on Friday.
It will be the first time in more
than two decades that Sri
Lanka have been scheduled to

Sri Lanka’s opening Test

host a Test across six days, with
their match against Zimbabwe
in Colombo in 2001 also
including a rest day due to
Poya Day (full moon), said the

ICC.

The two-match series is part of
the ongoing ICC World Test
Championship cycle with the
second Test scheduled at the

same venue from September
26-30.

Rest days were a common
feature in Test cricket in the
last century, with several
matches in the cricketing
world being played across six
days with Sunday usually being
an off day.

More recently, Bangladesh
played a Test-series opener
against Sri Lanka in December
2008, which was a six-day
affair ~ because  of a
parliamentary election.

New Zealand and Sri Lanka are
currently placed third and
fourth respectively in the
World Test Championship
standings.

India A bowlers fight back but Australia As
lead surges to 192 on Day 2 of unofficial Test

PTI M GOLD COAST (AUSTRALIA)

India A bowlers led a spirited fightback
but Australia A tightened grip on the
unofficial one-off women's Test, with the
hosts” overall lead surging to 192 runs here

on the second day on Friday.

India A skipper Minnu Mani completed
her match haul of 10 wickets but Kate
Peterson returned an impactful 12-5-16-5
to hand Australia a slender 28-run lead in
the first innings, as the visitors were
bowled out for 184 in reply to the host’s

212.

Resuming at 100/2, India A looked on
course to take a substantial lead but fell
short as Peterson ran through the middle
order. India’s set batters Tejal Hasabnis
(32) and Shweta Sehrawat (40) were the
first to fall as the tourists lost five wickets
for 27 runs before Sayali Satghare (21),

L

Georgia Voll

0/2 at one stage.

Mani (17) and Mannat Kashyap (19) put
up 56 runs to deny Australia a huge lead.

Mani then swung into action with the ball
immediately as Australia A batters’ once
again struggled against Indian spinners.
The off-spinner first removed opener
and her
counterpart Charli Knott for ducks in
consecutive overs to reduce the hosts to

Mani, who claimed a five-wicket haul in

Australian

the first essay, also got rid of Nicole Faltum
(16) before she cleaned up Tess Fintoo
with an off-break.

However, opener Emma de Broughe
continued to hold fort from one end as she
scored 58 runs off 117 balls before falling
prey to rookie leg-spinner Priya Mishra.
Wicketkeeper Maddy Drake took matters
into her own hands by hitting an unbeaten
half century (54 not out of 100 deliveries)
to lead Australias recovery further as the
hosts reached 164/7 at the end of play.
Drake added 54 for the sixth wicket with
Maitlan Brown (26 off 45) before the latter
became Mani’s tenth wicket in the game.
BRIEF SCORES: Australia A 212 and
164 for 7 (Emma de Broughe 58, Manddy
Darke 54 not out; Minnu Mani 5/47) lead
India A 184 (Shweta Sehrawart 40, Tejal

Hasabnis 32; Kate Peterson 5/16) by 192

runs.

llkay returns for unlikely second spell at

AP B MANCHESTER

Ilkay Gundogan is back at
Manchester City for a sequel
few could have expected.

A year after leaving for
Barcelona, the former
Germany midfielder
completed his unlikely return
to City on Friday on a free
transfer and a season-long
deal.

The 33-year-old Gundogan,
who has the option of a further
season at City, was the captain
when Pep Guardiolas team
captured the Premier League-
FA Cup -Champions League
treble in the 2022-23
campaign.

That confirmed his place in the
growing pantheon of City
greats, having already been in
the conversation most notably
after scoring two late goals

against Aston Villa on the final
day of the 2021-22 Premier
League season to seal a 3-2 win
that clinched the title. He was
at City for seven years after
joining in 2016 as Guardiola’s
first signing, and was often his
manager’s go-to player with big
performances and significant
goals.

Bringing in Gundogan is a late
call by City in this transfer
window. He was one of Xavi
Hernandez’s favorite players
during the coach’s sole season
with the Catalan club but
Barcelona’s delicate economic
situation appears to have
forced the new coach, Hansi
Flick of Germany, to part ways
with Gundogan.

Typically an attacking central
midfielder, Gundogan also will
be used as a replacement for
holding midfielder Rodri

Man City after just a year at Barcelona

should the Spain star need a
break. He is well-versed in
Guardiolas style of play so has
the benefit of not needing a
transitional period, and will
compete for a place in the
midfield  alongside  the
irreplaceable Rodri with Kevin
De Bruyne, Bernardo Silva,
Mateo Kovacic and Phil Foden.
Gundogan’s exit should help
Barcelona  register  new
midfielder Dani Olmo, which
the team has so far been unable
to do because of the Spanish
league’s financial rules that
make clubs balance
expenditures on wages and
transfers with available assets.
In addition to Olmo, Barcelona
also has depth in the creative
midfield positions with Pedri
Gonzélez, Frenkie de Jong,
Fermin Ldpez and, once he
recovers from his serious leg
injury, Gavi Pdez.

Gundogan was Germany’s
captain at the recent European
Championship but he retired
from international duty this
week.

Gundogan’s last game for City
saw him lift the Champions
League trophy after the win
over Inter Milan in Istanbul in
June last year. His next could
be against Ipswich at Etihad
Stadium in the Premier League
on Saturday.

Aditi and D

PTI M ST. ANDREWS (SCOTLAND)

Indian golfers Diksha Dagar
and Aditi Ashok

Made crucial birdies on their
final holes to keep alive their
chances of making the cut after
the first round of the AIG
Women’s Open.

Aditi carded a 4-over 76 to be
T-79 while Diksha was 5-over
77, sitting at T-100 as play
ended late on the opening day
which was marred by strong
winds.

The cut looked likely at 3-over
or 4-over after the second
round.

ksha fight hard on tough
opening day at AlG Womens Open

For a long time, Diksha’s score
on the board showed a birdie
on Par-5 14th, which was later
corrected and it was shown as
5-over.

Aditi opened with two pars
and then had a bogey on 12th
and a double on 13th for 3-
over first nine. She dropped
further shots on first and
second to go 5-over before the
birdie on ninth made it 4-over
for the day.

Diksha, T-21 last year at
Walton Heath, was 5-over for
her first nine holes, the back
nine of the Old Course with
bogeys on 10, 11,13, 16 and 17.

On the second nine, she
dropped a shot on third and
picked a birdie on the ninth,
her final hole.

Charley Hull fired a round of
5-under 67 to sit in the
outright lead after the first
round. The English star went
out to tackle the Old Course in
the afternoon wave alongside
world number one Nelly Korda
and defending champion Lilia
Vu.

Hull rolled in her first birdie of
the day on the fifth but made a
bogey on the par-3 eighth,
however, she was soon under
par again with a birdie on the
ninth.

The three-time LET winner
then had a great back nine as
she made birdies on 10, 12, 15
and 18 to hold a solo lead on
five-under-par in the final
major of the year.

Chinas Ruoning Yin and
American Korda sit one shot
behind the leader after they
produced rounds of 68 (-4) on
the opening day at the Old
Course.

Six players are in a share of
fourth place with Korean duo
Jenny Shin and Mi Hyang Lee,
American pair Andrea Lee and
Lilia Vu, Thailand’s Patty
Tavatanakit and Japans Mao
Saigo all on three-under.

Neeraj finishes second in Lausanne
Diamond League with season’s best 89.49m

PTI W LAUSANNE

tar Indian javelin thrower

Neeraj Chopra finished
second in the Diamond League
here after producing a season’s
best effort of 89.49m from his
last attempt in a gritty
performance despite lingering
fitness concerns.
The 26-year-old was at the
fourth spot till the fourth
round before sending his spear
to 85.58m in his fifth attempt.
He saved the best for the last
and his final attempt measured
89.49m on Thursday, a
marginal improvement on the
89.45m achieved in the Paris
Olympics a few days ago.
He was in danger of missing
the sixth throw but his fifth
round effort of 85.58m saved
him. Only the top three after
five rounds get their respective
final attempts.
Two-time world champion and
Paris  Olympics  bronze-
medallist Anderson Peters of
Grenada won the event with a
monster throw of 90.61m in the
second round while Julian
Weber of Germany took the
third spot with 87.08m.
“The feeling wasn’t great at
first, but I am happy with my
throw, especially the second

(career) best throw on my last
attempt. It was a tough start,
but the comeback was really
nice and I enjoyed the fighting
spirit I showed,” Chopra said
after the event.

“Even though my early throws
were around 80-83m, I pushed

hard in the last two attempts
finishing strong. Competing at
this high level, it's important to
stay mentally tough and fight
through” Peters, who had
struggled to find form last year,
led the competition here from
beginning to end and he

stamped his class with the
90m-plus throw in the last
round. He has a personal best
of 93.07m achieved in 2022.

With seven points from
Thursday’s second-place finish,
Chopra is joint third alongside
Weber in Diamond League

standings with 15 points. Peters
jumped to top spot with 21
points. Czech Republic’s Jakub
Vadlejch, who finished seventh
(82.03m) on Thursday, is in
second spot with 16 points.

Nursing a long-standing groin
injury, Chopra claimed a silver

in the Paris Olympics on
August 8 adding to his historic
gold in the Tokyo edition of the
Games three years ago.
Pakistan’s Arshad Nadeem had
beaten Chopra for the gold in
Paris with an Olympic record
throw of 92.97m. Nadeem was
missing from the field here.
On Saturday, Chopra had
confirmed his participation
here, postponing a decision on
a possible surgery till the end of
the season.

Chopra had won the Lausanne
leg in 2022 and 2023 and
finished  second  behind
Vadlejch in the winner-takes-
all Diamond League final in
Eugene, USA, last year.

This season’s DL finals will be
held in Brussels on September
14. He needs to finish in the
top-six of the series standings
to qualify for the finale.

There is another DL meeting
— in Zurich on September 5 —
which has a men’s javelin throw
event on its roster.

Chopra is yet to win a DL
meeting this year. He finished
second behind Vadlejch in
Doha on May 10.

The Indian has been managing
his groin injury since winning
the gold in the Budapest World
Championships last year.

Verslaﬁlen linder pressure
in front of home crowd as Fi
returns at Dutch Grand Prix

AP B ZANDVOORT
(NETHERLANDS)

he Dutch Grand Prix has

generally been a party for
Max Verstappen and his
legions of orange-clad fans.
This year could be very
different.
Verstappen has won all three
races at the beach-side
Zandvoort track since the
Dutch Grand Prix returned to
the Formula 1 schedule in
2021.
For once though, home star
Verstappen is under pressure
in the standings. He enters the
first race after the summer
break without a win from any
of the previous four - his
longest winless run since 2020.
“Last year coming here,  was a
lot more confident that we had
a big chance of winning the
race, but that's how the season
is already, Verstappen said
Thursday.
“It’s a lot more competitive and
from our side, I think we're still
trying to improve, trying to
find a better car balance”
It will be Verstappen’s 200th
race and the 26-year-old Dutch
driver, who has a contract with
Red Bull through 2028, said he
believes he’s closer to the end of
his F1 career than the start.
McLaren and Mercedes are
both closing in on Verstappen
and his Red Bull team, which
started the year in such a
dominant  style.  Beating
Verstappen at his home race
would be a real statement of
intent.
Perez under pressure
Verstappen’s 78-point lead over
McLarens Lando Norris in the
drivers’ standings gives him
some room for error. But,
teammate Sergio Perezs poor
performances mean Red Bull’s
42-point lead over McLaren in

the constructors’
championship  could be
vulnerable.

In normal circumstances, a
driver who signed a contract

extension two months ago
wouldn’t face questions about
his future. Perezs prolonged
slump - no podium since April,
no finish higher than seventh
since May - hasn’t quietened
the speculation.

Red Bull's broader FI1
operation also seems to have
five drivers for four seats across
its main team and its second
team, RB.

Red Bull adviser Helmut
Marko told Austrian
newspaper Kleine Zeitung that
New Zealander Liam Lawson,
who drove five races for RB
(then called AlphaTauri) last
year, would “definitely be in
one of our cars next year, in
comments published
Thursday.

Yuki Tsunoda has a contract
with RB for 2025, but his
teammate Daniel Ricciardo’s
status is less clear.

Another race seat for 2025 was
confirmed Friday as Alpine
promoted reserve driver Jack
Doohan to partner Pierre
Gasly next year.

RUSSELL SEEKS TO
BOUNCE BACK: George
Russell thought hed won the
last race in Belgium, only to be
disqualified when his car was
found to be underweight. That
passed the win to his teammate
Lewis Hamilton.

Russell has had nearly a month
to reflect on what happened
and said he had “zero hard
feelings” toward Mercedes and
that “in my mind, that is still a
win”

Despite  Mercedes’  strong
recent form, Russell said he
thought McLarens Lando

Norris was the only driver still
with a shot of catching
Verstappen in the standings,
and that even that was unlikely.
“Personally, I don't see
anybody catching up with with
Max and Red Bull in normal
circumstances,” Russell said
Thursday. “They have an
exceptional lead. It’s just we've
been used to crazy dominance
in the last few years.



