
�� � ���������	��
������
��
�������

Palestinians in besieged Gaza
crowded into hospitals and

schools on Monday, seeking
shelter and running low on
food and water.
More than a million people
have fled their homes ahead of
an expected Israeli ground
invasion aimed at destroying
Hamas after its fighters ram-
paged through southern Israel.
As the enclave’s food, water and
medicine supplies dwindled, all
eyes were on the Rafah cross-
ing between Gaza and Egypt,
where trucks carrying badly
needed aid have been waiting
for days as mediators press for
a cease-fire that would allow
them to enter Gaza and allow
foreigners to leave. Rafah,
Gaza’s only connection to
Egypt, was shut down nearly a
week ago because of Israeli
airstrikes.
Egypt’s Foreign Minister Sameh
Shoukry said Israel “has not
taken a position to open the
crossing from the Gaza side”.
The Israeli government did
not respond to a request for
comment.
With a ground invasion of
Gaza expected, Israel was
preparing for the potential of a
new front opening on its north-
ern border with Lebanon,
where it has exchanged fire
repeatedly with the Iranian-
backed Hezbollah group. The

military ordered residents from
28 Israeli communities to evac-
uate.
Speaking to the Israeli Knesset
on Monday, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
warned Iran and Hezbollah,
“Don’t test us in the north.
Don’t make the mistake of the
past. Today, the price you will
pay will be far heavier,” refer-
ring to Israel’s 2006 war with
Hezbollah.
Meanwhile in Hamas’ horrific
killings hav, Israeli trauma over
the Holocaust has resurfaced.
Women, children and older
adults hiding in safe rooms
gunned down mercilessly.
Homes set ablaze with terrified
residents still inside them.
Children, some bound, forced
into a room and slaughtered.
Jews, helpless.
For many Israelis and Jews
around the world, the horrors
committed by Hamas mili-
tants during their stunning
onslaught on southern Israeli
communities is triggering
painful memories of a calami-
ty of a far greater scale: the
Holocaust.
“I have been strict about not
using the word Shoah’ in any
context other than the
Holocaust,” political commen-
tator Ben Caspit wrote in the
daily Maariv, referring to the
Holocaust by its Hebrew name.
“When Jewish children hide in
a protected room and their
anguished parents pray that

they won’t cry, so that the
marauders won’t come in and
set the house on fire, it’s a
Shoah.”
At present, hundreds of thou-
sands of Palestinians sheltering
in UN facilities are on less than
1 litre (1 quart) of water per
day. Hospitals warn they are on
the verge of collapse, with

emergency generators that
power machines like ventilators
and incubators down to about
one day of fuel and supplies of
medicine almost exhausted.
Israeli airstrikes have pulver-
ized entire neighbourhoods as
Palestinian militants continue
to fire rockets into Israel. 
Israel is widely expected to

launch a ground offensive in
order to kill Hamas leaders,
recover captives and destroy
the group’s military infrastruc-
ture, much of which is in resi-
dential areas.
Street-by-street fighting would
likely cause mounting casual-
ties on both sides.
Israel has ordered more than 1

million Palestinians — almost
half the territory’s population
— to leave Gaza City and the
surrounding area for the
enclave’s south.
The military says it is trying to
clear away civilians ahead of a
major campaign against Hamas
in the north, where it says the
militants have extensive net-

works of tunnels and rocket
launchers.
Hamas has urged people to stay
in their homes, and the Israeli
military on Sunday released
photos it said showed a Hamas
roadblock preventing traffic
from moving south.
For a third day, Israel’s military
announced a safe corridor for
people to move from north to
south between the hours of 8
am and noon. It said more than
600,000 people have already
evacuated the Gaza City area.
Hospitals in Gaza are expect-
ed to run out of generator fuel
in the next 24 hours, endanger-
ing the lives of thousands of
patients, according to the UN.
Gaza’s sole power plant shut
down for lack of fuel after Israel
completely sealed off the 40-km
(25-mile) long territory follow-
ing the Hamas attack.
The World Health
Organisation said hospitals are
“overflowing” as people seek
safety. “We are concerned about
disease outbreaks due to mass
displacement and poor water
and sanitation,” it said.
Four hospitals in northern
Gaza are no longer functioning
and 21 have received Israeli
orders to evacuate. Doctors
have refused, saying it would
mean death for critically ill
patients and newborns on ven-
tilators.
The WHO said water shortages
caused by Israel’s decision to
cut off water supplies, com-

bined with a lack of fuel for
pumps and desalination sta-
tions, put thousands of hospi-
tal patients at risk.
“Water is needed to ensure san-
itary conditions on inpatient
wards, in operation rooms,
and emergency departments. It
is essential for the prevention
of hospital associated infections
and for the prevention of out-
breaks in hospitals,” the WHO
said.
The UN health agency said life-
saving assistance for 300,000
patients is currently awaiting
entry through Rafah. On the
Gaza side, crowds of
Palestinians with dual citizen-
ship waited anxiously, sitting on
suitcases or crouched on the
floor, some comforting crying
infants.
Meanwhile, US President Joe
Biden is considering a trip to
Israel in the coming days but
no travel has been finalised, a
senior administration official
said on Sunday. It would be a
powerful symbol of sympathy
and support following the bru-
tal attack by Hamas. 
Biden also made his strongest
public statements yet to restrain
Israel. “I think it’d be a big mis-
take,” Biden said. “Look, what
happened in Gaza, in my view,
is Hamas, and the extreme
elements of Hamas don’t rep-
resent all the Palestinian peo-
ple. And I think that it would
be a mistake for Israel to occu-
py Gaza again.”
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India’s inaugural Regional
Rapid Transit System is set to

debut in the National Capital
Region on Friday, with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi inau-
gurating the 17.5 km segment
linking Sahibabad in
Ghaziabad to the Duhai Depot
of the 82.15 km Delhi-
Ghaziabad-Meerut section. 
In a symbolic tribute to the
spirit of “Shakti” (women), the
first train will be operated by a
woman pilot, a fitting gesture
that coincides with the auspi-
cious occasion of Navratri. 
The initial phase of the Delhi-
Ghaziabad-Meerut RRTS cor-
ridor will commence opera-
tions, encompassing five key
stations: Sahibabad, Ghaziabad,
Guldhar, Duhai, and Duhai
Depot. This milestone will rev-
olutionise travel between the
National Capital and Meerut, as
the RRTS corridor will traverse
17 km in just 12 minutes, a
journey that typically takes

over 35 minutes by road.
Upon full implementation, the
project will boast two multi-
modal transport transit sys-
tems.
Preparations for this historic
event are in full swing, with
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath personally
inspecting the Ghaziabad site
to oversee the project’s
progress.
The Delhi-Meerut Regional
Rapid Transit System initiative
is spearheaded by the National
Capital Region Transport
Corporation (NCRTC), with
the complete 82.15 km Delhi-
Ghaziabad-Meerut RRTS slat-
ed for full operational status by
June 2025.
The RRTS trains are equipped
with a range of commuter-cen-
tric amenities including over-
head luggage racks, WiFi, and
charging facilities for mobiles
and laptops at every seat.
Additionally, each train will
feature a premium class car,
offering wider seats, increased

legroom, and coat hangers,
along with vending machines
for added convenience.
Officials have indicated that ten
trains will ply this route,
accommodating up to 1,700
passengers. The subsequent
phase, extending from
Shahibabad to Meerut South,
will span 42 km and introduce
four new operational stations.
RapidX, boasting a maximum
speed of 180 km an hour, is
poised to be India’s fastest
train, whisking commuters
from Delhi to Meerut in just 55
minutes. The service frequen-
cy will be every 5-10 minutes,
providing a modern, sustain-
able, swift, secure, and comfort-
able mode of travel.
Upon the corridor’s full com-
pletion, the RRTS is expected
to slash travel time between
Delhi and Meerut by a substan-
tial 40 per cent.
For convenience, a dedicated
‘Lost and Found’ centre has
been established at the
Ghaziabad RRTS station to

expedite the retrieval of mis-
placed belongings. If passen-
gers inadvertently leave their
items on RAPIDX trains or
within station premises, they
can promptly seek assistance
from station staff. Further
inquiries and support regard-
ing lost items can be directed
to the RAPIDX Customer
Service Centre at 08069651515.
Passengers will have a 24-hour
window to claim their lost
belongings from the station
where they were misplaced or
left. Following this period, any
unclaimed items will be trans-
ferred to the designated “lost
and found” centre at the
Ghaziabad station, operational
from 8 am to 8 pm daily.
The RRTS trains have been
designed with an aerodynam-
ic profile, featuring long noses
and plug-in doors to minimize
air resistance at higher speeds.
Passengers will relish panoram-
ic views through expansive
window panes, enhancing their
travel experience.
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This is inform that my and my
wife name has been mistaken-
ly recorded in my son High
School marksheet as Hafil and
wife name Nahid. Whereas my
correct name is Syed Hafiz S/o
Md. Istiaq and my wife name
Nahida W/o Syed Hafiz. In
future Me and she should be
known by this name. Syed
Hafiz R/o- Gram chakrasool,
Post Nawabganj, Gonda (U.P.)

NOTICE
I Punam Devi Yadav Spouse of
Army No. 9423034-F Hav
Rajesh Kumar Yadav declares
that inadvertently my name in
the service record of my
husband was wrongly
mentioned as PUNAM DEVI
whereas my real name is
PUNAM DEVI YADAV may be
recorded in service record.

NOTICE

I Ranjila Pradhan Tamang
Spouse of Army No. 9423519-K
Hav Nagen Tamang  declares
that inadvertently my name in the
service record of my husband
was wrongly mentioned as
RANJILA PRADHAN whereas
my real name is RANJILA
PRADHAN TAMANG may be
recorded in service record.

NOTICE

Notify that I have lost my class
X Marksheet & Certificate year
2023 of CISCE Board New
Delhi, Roll No. 1234940/049,
Unique ID No. 7987995
(Passed from Green Fields
School, Rajajipuram, Lucknow
(Sheikh Sameer Ali S/o Sufiyan
Ahmad Siddiqui 355/59 Mohan
Road, Alamnagar, Rajajipuram,
Lucknow-17

NOTICE

Notified that in my wife's pass-
port my name has written
Mohammad Zubair by
mistake. While my correct
name is Zubair Ahmed Khan. In
future I will be known Zubair
Ahmed Khan Zubair Ahmed
Khan S/o Mohammad Sameem
Khan R/o 98/78 Bhusa Mandi,
Aminabad Lucknow.

NOTICE
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I have to changed my name
from Shrivastav Shweta
Rajnikant to Taslim Sohail
Ahmed Shaikh W/o Suhail
Ahmad for future purpose.
Add- 16 Gandhi Nagar Pattar
Kata Colony  Unnao.

NOTICE
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I ,  Satyendra Singh, S/o
Shishupal Singh, R/o
Chandanpura, Rasoolabad
District, Kanpur Dehat, certify
that the agricultural land deed
No 4234 of Gata No. 1745
Village Usri dated 24.07.2015
paper has been lost
somewhere, misuse by any
other person would be illegal.

NOTICE

I, Hasan S/o Shakeel Ahmad
Rana R/o 15/6-B Civil lines,
Kanpur 208001, have changed
my name to Hasan Rana for all
further purposes.

NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
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The Victory XI Durga Puja
has entered into its golden

jubilee celebrations this year.
Artists have come from
Krishna Nagar in Kolkata to
make the Goddess Durga idol.

According to SK
Mukherjee from the Victory XI
Durga Puja committee, the
celebrations will be tradition-
al and there will be different
programmes on different days.

“Murti sthapana will take
place on Panchami (October
19), and ‘Mahisasur Mardini’
will be staged on the same day.
The puja and bhandara will
take place on Saptami,
Ashtami, and Navami,” he said.

On October 19, there will
also be a blood donation camp
with Civil hospital like every
year at the Boys’ Anglo-Bengali
Inter College.

Mukherjee recalled that he
had joined the Victory XI Club
Durga Puja in 1992. About its
journey in the last fifty years,
he said it was first held oppo-
site the Bengali Club.

“Thereafter, it was shifted
adjacent to the Bengali Club
and then held at Kasturba
Girls’ Inter College. Later on, it
was held at a place called
Gulab Niketan, and finally at

the Boys’ Anglo-Bengali Inter
College in 1991-92,” he said.

The area had a large pop-
ulation of Bengalis coming
from Model House, Hewitt
Road, Sunderbagh, and
Maqboolganj, but  people have
moved out over the years, and
only 40 per cent of the popu-
lation is left, Mukherjee point-
ed out. “There were huge hous-

es of Bengalis earlier which
were getting dilapidated, and so
traders purchased them and the
number of community mem-
bers in this area dwindled.
However, the puja continues to
be held at the same venue.
Devotees come from
Indiranagar, Ashiyana,
Vrindavan Yojana, Jankipuram,
etc,” he said.

“My daughter has been
involved with the puja for the
last 22 years. She is now in the
United Kingdom but will be
coming for the puja in its gold-
en jubilee year. One family is
coming from Hyderabad while
another is coming from
Kolkata. Youngsters who have
moved out of the city for jobs
and other work will also be tak-
ing part in the celebrations,” he
said.

Jyotish Chaudhary from
the same committee said that
the Durga idol would be over
13-feet-tall and the theme of
the pandal would be rural
Indian culture.

“We will display things
which are used in rural India
such as ‘soop’, fans, mats, etc,”
he said. Talking about the 50-
year journey, he said that it
started in 1974 and found a
permanent venue after going
through many places.

“Eleven friends founded
the puja, some of whom are still
around while others have
passed away. In the 11th year,
we had displayed
Chandannagar lights, which
attracted a large number of
people from the city. It is
unfortunate that we have lost
15-20 people from our group
over the years,” he said.

Lucknow (PNS): Rural
tourism will now play a signif-
icant role in boosting employ-
ment and increasing income in
the rural areas, with the gov-
ernment’s increased focus in
this segment. A drive is being
run to select the best villages
across India by the Union
Ministry of Tourism through a
competition to encourage vil-
lages to be more aware about
the benefits that rural tourism
can bring about economically.
The second round of this com-
petition will be held next year. 

Currently, 229 villages in
Uttar Pradesh have been iden-
tified to be developed as
tourism villages. Although the
competition’s date has not been
confirmed yet, the state’s
Tourism department has start-
ed making preparations. The
villages will be placed under 11
categories for the competi-
tion: heritage & agri-tourism,
crafts, green villages, vibrant
villages, spiritual & wellness
tourism, clean villages, adven-
ture tourism, etc. There will be
three levels to this competition
— district, state, and national.

Tourism and Culture
Minister Jaiveer Singh said:
“The soul of India resides in its
villages. The Tourism depart-
ment is now making efforts to
bring prosperity to these vil-
lages and provide employment
opportunities, not just through
agricultural activities but by
also exploring other viable
options.”

“The government is focus-
ing on agriculture and rural
tourism. When people from
across the country and abroad
visit these villages, the eco-
nomic condition of the local
population will improve,
which, in turn, will strength-
en the rural economy,” he
added.

Lucknow (PNS): Ambedkar
Nagar is gearing up for beau-
tification and development of
the sprawling Darwan lake
covering 124 hectares. A
detailed project report (DPR)
has been prepared for this
ambitious project, with an esti-
mated expenditure of Rs 4.75
crore. This project’s successful
completion will provide the
local residents and tourists
with an ideal spot for recre-
ational activities and will also
offer bird enthusiasts an oppor-
tunity to observe various native
and migratory species that
flock to the area.

Minister of Tourism and
Culture Jaiveer Singh said the
government is committed to
enhancing tourist attractions by
providing essential facilities

around lesser known and cel-
ebrated sites in every district. 

The government’s specific
focus is on eco-tourism, and
numerous tourist destinations
have been identified for such
development projects.

Singh also announced
plans to create a sanctuary for
both indigenous and foreign
bird species within Darwan
lake. During the winter season,
a large number of foreign birds
flock to this area. To accommo-
date these birds, a dedicated
space will be developed in the
middle of the lake. The site will
also include swings for chil-
dren, cottages, parking facili-
ties, and stairs among other
amenities. Singh emphasised
on the immense potential for
tourism in the state.
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Lucknow (PNS): Now the facil-
ity of e-payment will also be
available for entry into all the
monuments and parks of
Smarak Samiti in Lucknow and
Noida. Vice-Chairman of
Lucknow Development
Authority and member secretary
of Smarak Samiti Indramani
Tripathi inaugurated the digital
payment counter at Dr Bhimrao
Ambedkar Samajik Parivartan
Sthal in Gomti Nagar on
Monday. LDA finance controller
Deepak Singh said the entry
fee for various monuments and
parks of Smarak Samiti is Rs 20.
At present, with the increasing
trend of digital payment, there
was a demand by tourists to cre-
ate a system for online payment
option for the entry fee.  

Keeping in mind the conve-
nience of tourists, instructions
were given by Tripathi for imple-
mentation of the e-payment
system for entry tickets.  

The digital payment system
was simultaneously implement-
ed in all the monuments and
parks of under Smarak Samiti.
People visiting monuments and
parks will now be able to pay the
entry fee through cash as well as
UPI and debit/credit cards.
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In a major breakthrough, the
Aliganj police claimed to

have arrested the grandson of
a 90-year-old woman, who was
found murdered at her house
in Triveni Nagar on Sunday
evening.

The police claimed that the
nonagenarian was killed by
her own grandson for money
which he had demanded from
her. “Manas Sashwat wanted
money from his grandmother
to purchase drugs, as he was an
addict, and he lost his cool after
she refused,” DCP (North)
Qasim Abidi claimed.

“The accused was arrested
on Monday and the police
recovered gold ornaments and
Rs 1,850 in cash from his pos-
session,” the DCP said, adding
that a case of murder under
IPC Section 302 was registered
against him.

The police also booked
the accused under IPC sections
394 (robbery) and 411 (dishon-
esty) and Arms Act.

Shail Kumari (90) was
found murdered at her house
in Triveni Nagar, where she
lived alone. Her son lives in
Jankipuram.

She was hit on the head
with some heavy object and
later, her throat was slit with
some sharp-edged object. She
was found lying in a pool of
blood on Sunday evening.

On Sunday, one of Shail
Kumari’s granddaughters called
her uncle Mukesh Chand and
told him that she was not
attending calls. Mukesh
thought she could be asleep as

he had visited her house in the
morning and given her fruits,
vegetables and flowers for puja. 

Mukesh, who is the com-
plainant, said he got another
call from his niece and was told
that his mother was not
responding to neighbours’ calls
either. “I reached there around
8 pm and found the doors lying
ajar. When I entered the house,
I found my mother lying in a

pool of blood,” the complainant
stated.

According to the police, the
accused, who works with a pri-
vate company, was arrested
with the help of a CCTV
footage, and surveillance.
During interrogation, he
owned up to his crime and said
that he had been living with her
grandmother for the last two
days.

The accused said he was in
dire need of money and went
to his grandmother’s house to
get help from her. He asked her
to give him money and the gold
bangles which she was wearing,
but she refused. He forcibly
snatched the ornaments and
money. However, as she offered
resistance, he killed her before
fleeing the scene. The accused
said he hid the murder weapon
near a tomb close to old Pucca
Pul. The police recovered the
weapon following the disclo-
sure.

The 90-year-old victim
lived alone at her house, which
belongs to her younger son
Mukesh Chandra Sharma (62).
Mukesh, who lives separately
with his family in Jankipuram,
retired from FSL, Agra.

The deceased is survived
four sons — Ramesh (68), Alok
(65), Mukesh (62), and Mahesh
(60). Barring Mukesh, all of
them live outside Lucknow.
Her husband Kailash, who was
a businessman, had died five
years ago.

Meanwhile, a 23-year-old
teacher ended her life at her
house in Krishna Nagar on
Monday. The deceased, identi-
fied as Nancy Shukla of Manas
Nagar in Krishna Nagar, taught
in a private school. She was
found hanging from the ceiling
on Monday morning.
Investigating officer Ankit
Kumar (S-I) said Nancy was
found hanging around 9 am on
Monday and her parents
rushed her to Lok Bandhu
hospital. The body was sent for
autopsy while further investi-
gation was underway.
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The National Bank for Agriculture and Rural

Development (NABARD) and the Bankers
Institute of Rural Development (BIRD) are
organising a two-day national conference on
‘Best practices in rural cooperative banks’. The
conference, which commenced on Monday, is
being attended by senior officials from
NABARD, BIRD, and representative of UP gov-
ernment as well as 14 state cooperative banks,
61 district central cooperative banks, and over
200 selected primary agriculture credit societies.
In his inaugural address, NABARD chairman
Shaji KV highlighted the current status of rural
cooperative banks in the context of the ‘Sahkaar
Se Samridhi’ campaign launched by the Central
government. He pointed out that the share of
cooperative banks in the ground level credit flow
to agricultural sector has decreased to 11%,
which is a matter of concern. He emphasised on
the importance of technological advances,
infrastructure development, branding, gover-
nance and building trust with rural customers
in the growth of cooperative banks. He encour-
aged all present cooperative bank officials to
actively work towards improvement in these
areas.
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A two-day

retail loan camp
was organised
by Indian Bank,
Lucknow divi-
sion on
Monday. It was
inaugurated by
Area General
Manager Pankaj Tripathi in the presence of Area
Head Pranesh Kumar. Major builders of
Lucknow participated in it and customers were
given information about the benefit of a 100%
rebate in processing fees and concessional

interest rates by the bank.
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Sravathi AI Technology Pvt Ltd has

announced a strategic collaboration to develop
new therapeutics for the treatment of cancer. The
collaboration will entail the use of advanced arti-
ficial intelligence and computational tools
developed at Sravathi to design novel chemical
entities (NCEs) with anti-cancer properties.
CSIR-CDRI will validate these predictions by
synthesising the NCEs and performing the
required biological evaluation in vitro and in
vivo. The two companies will work closely to
optimise active compounds and select suitable
candidates for clinical evaluation. “We are
excited to collaborate with CSIR-CDRI to
develop new therapeutics for cancer,” founder
and MD of Sravathi Dr Kishan Gurram said.
Sravathi AI Technology Private Limited is an
India based Artificial Intelligence (AI) start-up
located in Bangalore.
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Divyang Empowerment Campaign camp

was organised by Aryavart Bank, Barabanki
regional office
under NDFDC
on Monday.
D i s t r i c t
M a g i s t r a t e
S a t y e n d r a
K u m a r ,
Chairman of
Aryavart Bank
Santosh S, and
R e g i o n a l
M a n a g e r
Sanjeev Kumar were present.
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Avadh Girls’ Degree College organised

‘Shri Aditya Kumar Chaturvedi Memorial Inter
Collegiate Debate Competition’ on Monday. The
debate competition has been organised every
year since 2015 on October 23 in the memory
of Aditya Kumar Chaturvedi, father of vice-prin-
cipal of the college Prof Upma Chaturvedi. This
year, the topic for the bilingual debate compe-
tition was artificial intelligence. The competi-
tion witnessed participation by Avadh Girls’
Degree College, National PG College, Karamat
Hussain Muslim Girls’ PG College, Isabella
Thoburn College,  Navyug Kanya
Mahavidyalaya, Bappa Shri Narendra Vocational
PG College, Shri Jai Narayan Mishra PG
College, and Kalicharan PG College.
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Lucknow (PNS): Samajwadi
Party ex-MLA Rajendra Yadav,
former president of Lucknow
University Student Union and
former leader of Congress
Ramesh Srivastava and 20 oth-
ers were booked in a case of
land fraud in Chinhat.

The complainant,
Surendra Kumar Bajrai of
Chinhat tri-section, alleged
that the accused illegally occu-
pied the land at Lucknow-
Ayodhya using forged docu-
ments. The Chinhat police
registered an FIR in this regard
on October 11 under IPC sec-
tions 406 (criminal breach), 420
(cheating), 467 & 468 (tamper-
ing with government docu-
ments), 471 (dishonesty), 447
(criminal trespass), and 506
(criminal intimidation).

The complainant alleged
that the accused also threatened
to kill him and his father when
he tried to confront them.

�' ��'#%��##��1�$
The Lucknow police have

attached property worth over
Rs 137 crore of Rohtas Project
Private Limited director
Paresh Rastogi till date. A
spokesman said Paresh
Rastogi of Lala Lajpat Rai
Marg in Hazratganj was
booked under Gangster Act in
the past. Gautampalli inspec-
tor said that the court of CP,
Lucknow, passed a preliminary
order for attachment of prop-
erties (worth 21.2 crore) of the
accused in favour of the state
government on Monday.

The spokesman said a
total of 82 cases of fraud were
registered against the accused
at Hazratganj, Gautampalli,
Vibhuti Khand, Chinhat and
Gosainganj police stations and
a primary order for attach-
ment of properties (worth
over Rs 116 crore ) was passed
earlier on June 13, 2022.
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On the occasion of ‘Bal
Vivah Mukt Bharat

Diwas’, celebrated across the
nation as part of the ‘Bal
Vivah Mukt Bharat’ cam-
paign, non-governmental
organisation Aparajita Social
Committee organised aware-
ness programmes in the
Gonda district.

Approximately 2,00,000
women, children and com-
mon citizens took pledge not
to support child marriage.

The National Family
Health Survey data shows
that 23.3 per cent of young
girls between the ages of 20 to
24 were married before the
age of 18. In Gonda district,
this percentage was even high-
er, with 25.4 per cent of girls
being married off before the
age of 18. The ‘Bal Vivah
Mukt Bharat’ campaign is
being carried out in over 300
districts across India with the
goal of completely eradicating
child marriage from India by
2030. 

In support of this cam-
paign, various rallies, public
pledges, and other events
were organised in different
villages and schools through-
out the day.

Kiran Bains, director of
Aparajita Social Committee,
said child marriage was a
crime that had held the soci-
ety captive for centuries.
However, the commitment
and efforts shown by civil
society and the government of
Uttar Pradesh will soon estab-
lish an environment and sys-
tem where children will have
a safer and secure atmos-
phere, she added.
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Tension prevailed in Aligarh after
members of a particular commu-

nity pelted stones in front of a mosque
at the Ram baraat in Chandaus police
station area of the district.

During the stone-pelting, some
mischievous elements also attacked the
Ram baraatis with swords, in which
more than 12 people were injured. The
condition of two of the injured was said
to be ‘critical’. They have been admit-
ted to Aligarh higher health centre for
treatment. 

After receiving information about
the incident, DIG Shalabh Mathur,
District Magistrate Indra Vikram Singh
and Senior Superintendent of Police
Kalanidhi Naithani, circle officers of
many circles and forces from many
police stations reached the spot. There
was a lot of anger among Hindu lead-
ers due to the incident. They surround-
ed the Chandaus police station and
demanded the arrest of the accused. 

On behalf of the Hindu organisa-
tion, a complaint has been filed in the

police station against more than 150
unknown and 20 named attackers. The
police have detained one of the
accused. Ram baraat has been taken
out in Chandaus police station area for
the last 84 years, but this time it was
attacked in front of a mosque. 

It is alleged that some people
came out of the mosque and first pelt-
ed stones at the Ram baraat and then
attacked the baraatis with swords. 

Many people who were injured due
to the sword attack were admitted to
the Aligarh higher health facility for
treatment. The Ram baraatis alleged
that mischievous elements often
worked to spoil the atmosphere but no
action was taken by the police. People
allege that in the past, the police sta-
tion incharge and circle officer level
officers were informed many times that
some incident could happen during the
Ram baraat procession but they did not
take it seriously. Aligarh Range DIG
Shalabh Mathur, while talking to the
media, said that the Ram baraat was
attacked by some people in Chandaus
area.
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In the run-up to the Lok
Sabha elections, western

Uttar Pradesh is witnessing a
surge in caste-based political
movements. Various commu-
nities are demanding a fair
share in representation and
opportunities, setting the stage
for a complex and competitive
political landscape.

Jats, Tyagis, Gurjars,
Brahmins, Thakurs, Backward
Classes and Dalits collectively
account for approximately 40
per cent of the vote bank in 27
Lok Sabha constituencies in
western UP, making them a sig-
nificant factor in the outcomes
of the elections.

As political parties strive to
secure this crucial vote share,
the battle for community sup-
port is in full swing. Recent
events, including mahapan-
chayats, rallies and conventions
held over the last two months,
have showcased the various
caste groups voicing their
demands. These gatherings,
initially organised on non-
political platforms, have
increasingly become forums
for communities to express
their expectations from the
political establishment.

A striking example of this

trend is the Jat community’s
renewed demand for reserva-
tion. Before the 2014 Lok Sabha
elections, Jats launched a vig-
orous movement, seeking
reservation at the central level,
with the Bharatiya Janata Party
making promises of fulfilling
this demand upon coming to
power. However, a decade later,
the demand remains unad-
dressed, prompting the Jats of
western UP to rekindle their
quest for reservation.

Jat leaders believe that this
is the opportune moment to
press for their reservation
demand before it is overshad-
owed by election agendas. The
RLD, along with opposition
parties, organised a convention
in Meerut in September to
rally Jat support. A few days
later, Jats supported by the
BJP called the ‘International Jat
Parliament’ in Meerut, empha-
sising their reservation
demand. Leaders from across
the country attended the event,
including Union Minister
Sanjeev Balyan.

The Jat community’s pri-
mary demand remains cen-
tered around reservation.
Additionally, they have urged
the recognition of Jat luminar-
ies through Bharat Ratna
awards and the installation of

statues of eminent Jats in the
new Parliament House. Jat
mahapanchayats continue to be
held across districts in western
UP, with the reservation issue
at the forefront.

Leaders from khaps and
prominent Jat figures are gear-
ing up for discussions with the
government and potential
demonstrations. Conferences
are planned in Amroha,
Aligarh and Mathura, with a
national convention scheduled
for November in Delhi.

The Tyagi community in
western UP is also mobilising
to assert its political presence.
Despite being long-standing
supporters of the BJP, Tyagis
claim they face discrimination
within the party. Tyagis have
been largely excluded from
receiving party tickets in
assembly, municipal and pan-
chayat elections, as well as
appointments in regional, met-
ropolitan and district units.
Frustrated with this treatment,
Tyagis have recently organ-
ised mahapanchayats and even
formed their own political
party. The political landscape in
western UP is evolving as com-
munities strive to secure their
political stake and representa-
tion in the forthcoming 
elections. 
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As a result of the Yogi
Adityanath government’s

effort to empower women in
the state, female participation
in the labour force of Uttar
Pradesh has seen a remarkable
surge of 17.9 per cent over the
past six years.

According to the latest
findings of the Periodic Labour
Force Survey (PLFS), the state’s
female labour force participa-
tion rate has soared from a
mere 14.2 per cent in 2017-18
to an impressive 32.10 per
cent in 2022-23.

Under the adept guidance
of Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath, dedicated efforts
have been made to uplift
women in the state, resulting in
this substantial increase. The
chief minister’s personal mon-
itoring of these initiatives has
created an environment where
women feel secure and respect-
ed, propelling them towards
self-reliance at an unprece-
dented pace.

As per the report, India
recorded a female labour force
participation rate of 39.80 per
cent in the financial year 2022-
23, while Uttar Pradesh report-
ed a rate of 32.10 per cent. In
stark contrast, in the financial
year 2017-18, India’s female
labour force participation rate
stood at 25.3 per cent, with UP
lagging even further behind at
14.2 per cent.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s focus on women
empowerment at the national
level, combined with the
emphasis of Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on women’s
self-reliance in Uttar Pradesh,
has played a pivotal role in bol-
stering women’s participation
in the workforce across the
country.

With the Yogi govern-
ment’s proactive approach,
women are getting fully bene-
fited from both Central and
state schemes and are also
availing various opportunities
to advance in their profession-
al lives in Uttar Pradesh.

Notable initiatives include the
Beti Bachao-Beti Padhao cam-
paign, which has raised aware-
ness among 1.90 crore daugh-
ters of Uttar Pradesh, and the
Mission Shakti campaign,
which has benefitted 8.99 crore
women.

Additionally, 1,89,789
Anganwadi centres have been
approved while 1,89,014 cen-
tres are currently operational.
A network of 10 lakh self-help
groups has connected one
crore women, while more than
two lakh women have benefit-
ted from the PM SVANidhi
Yojana.

Besides, BC Sakhis have
been appointed in over 57,000
gram panchayats, and more
than 1.5 lakh women have
secured government jobs in
Uttar Pradesh. These initiatives
have provided women with the
necessary resources and sup-
port to thrive in various sec-
tors, ensuring that they derive
maximum benefits from a
range of government 
programmes.
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In a strong response to Union
Minister of State Dr Sanjeev

Balyan’s statement about the
possibility of western Uttar
Pradesh becoming a separate
state, Rashtriya Lok Dal chief
Jayant Chaudhary said it would
be more appropriate for the
Bharatiya Janata Party to address
domestic matters before making
such proposals.

Speaking at a public meeting
where Asian Games gold medal
winner Parul Chaudhary was
felicitated, Jayant Chaudhary
said that the government and
public representatives belonged
to the people, and they should be
more accountable to the public. 

The RLD chief highlighted
that the government had been
elected on the same promises it
was making now and should not

evade accountability after a
decade. Chaudhary pledged to
allocate 100 per cent of his
Member of Parliament local
development fund to support
sports initiatives, underlining
his commitment to promoting
sports talents. During his visit to
a local village, Jayant Chaudhary
paid a visit to Parul Chaudhary’s
residence and later brought Parul
and her family on to the stage
and bestowed her with recogni-
tion. The RLD chief stressed the
importance of nurturing sports
talent and offered his support for
the development of a stadium in
Bharala village, pledging finan-
cial assistance as needed.

Jayant Chaudhary made a
commitment to celebrate and
honour athletes who achieve
success. He also criticised the
budget allocation to Uttar
Pradesh, highlighting a dispari-

ty as Gujarat received more
funding. While acknowledging
Uttar Pradesh’s medal-winning
achievements, Jayant Chaudhary
emphasised the need to secure
more medals. Currently, states
like Maharashtra, Haryana and
Punjab are leading in terms of
sports accomplishments.
Chaudhary expressed concern
about the challenging times
ahead, particularly for the youth,
as job opportunities appear to be
dwindling.

Parul Chaudhary, in
response, expressed her gratitude
to Jayant Chaudhary and com-
mended the efforts of Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath’s gov-
ernment in providing assistance
and creating employment oppor-
tunities. She stressed that such
support would boost the morale
of athletes and contribute to their
success.
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Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath said that six

years ago, Uttar Pradesh was
plagued by riots and lawless-
ness and investors were hesi-
tant to invest in such a 
situation.

“As soon as our govern-
ment came to power, we
improved the law and order sit-
uation and implemented nec-
essary reforms for ease of
doing business,” he added.

“We also connected the
youth with the Prime
Minister’s Skill Development
Scheme. As a result, Uttar
Pradesh received investment
proposals worth Rs 38 lakh
crore at the Global Investors’
Summit in February 2023.
This will directly provide jobs
to 1.1 million youth in the
state, preventing them from
seeking employment in other
states,” Chief Minister Yogi
said in Gorakhpur on Monday.

He said when the youth
combine their energy and tal-
ent with the development of
Uttar Pradesh, nothing can
stop the state from becoming
a leading economy in the
country.

Chief Minister Yogi inau-
gurated an extensive dairy and
dairy production project in

Sector 26 of Gorakhpur
Industrial Development
Authority (GIDA), set up with
an investment of Rs 114 crore
in 20,067 square metres.

He emphasised the need
for this dairy to produce five
lakh litres of milk, indirectly
benefiting around one lakh
families and providing direct

employment to 300 individu-
als. An additional 1,500 people
will be associated with the
plant’s operation.

Chief Minister Yogi men-
tioned that recent investments
in Gorakhpur, including com-
panies like Galent, Ankur
TMX, Varun Beverages,
PepsiCo, KEAN Industries and

Tatva Plastics have brought a
new wave of development to
eastern Uttar Pradesh, creating
opportunities for new employ-
ment. Furthermore, Chief
Minister Yogi stated that
GIDA, initially limited to some
villages around Sahjanwa, is
now expanding its reach,
extending up to Dhoolia. “The

Gorakhpur Link Expressway is
being connected to the
Purvanchal Expressway, facil-
itating the establishment of
industrial units along both
expressways, leading to the
creation of numerous job and
employment opportunities,”
the chief minister said.

He stressed the impor-
tance of the administration’s
commitment to ensuring that
investors face no crises and
local youth receive training in
line with industry require-
ments. This involves connect-
ing students of ITIs, polytech-
nics and degree colleges with
certificate and diploma cours-
es. He believes that when the
youth are prosperous, society
thrives, and when society pros-
pers, the state advances
towards progress.

Chief Minister Yogi also
inspected the dairy production
plant before his address and
honoured five workers who
contributed to its operation.

The programme was
attended by Gorakhpur MP
Ravi Kishan Shukla, District
Panchayat Chairperson
Sadhna Singh, Mayor Dr
Mangalesh Shrivastav,
Sahjanwa MLA Pradeep
Shukla, and Legislative Council
member Dr Dharmendra
Singh, among others.
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Uttar Pradesh Energy
Minister AK Sharma said

that UP Power Corporation
Limited would ensure uninter-
rupted quality power supply
during the festivals of Dussehra
and Diwali. 

UPPCL will spend close to
Rs 23,000 crore for strengthen-
ing the power distribution
infrastructure for increasing
capacity of transformers, con-
struction of new feeders and
new 33/11 kV sub-stations.

The missing links in the
power distribution network
are being identified and
addressed under which worn-
out low-tension distribution
lines will be replaced and bam-
boo poles will be replaced with
RCC poles. The minister said
the capital expenditure on
power distribution would bring
qualitative change in power
supply. Sharma said for the
ongoing Navratri festival, direc-
tives had been issued to

UPPCL to improve power sup-
ply across the state and to
ensure that all areas receive
electricity as per the fixed
schedule. The officials respon-
sible for electricity distribution
have been instructed to main-
tain uninterrupted power sup-
ply from dusk to dawn.
Managing directors of dis-
coms, chief engineers and offi-
cials of the UPPCL have been
instructed to ensure electric
supply to Shakti peeths and
religious places according to
the prescribed schedule during
Navratri, in line with the state
government’s objectives.

UPPCL officials have also
been directed to exercise vigi-
lance in their respective areas
and promptly address any dis-
ruptions in power supply at the
local level to minimise incon-
veniences. The minister
emphasised the importance of
taking all necessary precaution-
ary measures, particularly in
addressing issues such as dilap-
idated or hanging wires and

cables. He asked the officials to
address complaints related to
voltage fluctuations and low
voltage. In the event of unex-
pected power breakdowns, the
officials have been advised to
proactively organise adequate
numbers of repair teams to
restore power supply.
Additionally, complaints
received through toll-free num-
bers should also be resolved
promptly, the minister stressed.

Instructions have also been
issued to set up special control
rooms at both the discom and
district levels to ensure that all
arrangements are made for
uninterrupted power supply.

Furthermore, it has been
directed that in areas where
processions or gatherings for
idol immersion are anticipated,
officers should conduct on-site
inspections to enhance the
entire electrical system, thus
minimising the risk of electri-
cal accidents and ensuring a
safe environment for public
events.
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In a shocking incident
reported from Meerut, the

wife of a police constable was
raped after taking her five-
month-old son at gunpoint.

The incident took place in
a village under Bhawanipur
police station on the night of
Gandhi Jayanti, but the police
took cognisance only when
the victim posted her ordeal
on the chief minister’s portal. 

One of the accused was
arrested on Sunday night and
efforts were on to nab the
remaining two who are
absconding.

The victim, a resident of a
village in Bhawanipur police
station area of Meerut, said
that on the night of October
2, she was at home with her
five-month-old child and her
husband was on duty in Etah.
She said at 11:30 pm, she was

putting the child to sleep in
the verandah when she heard
someone knock at the gate. 

When she opened the
gate, Bajrang, who lives in the
neighborhood, entered the
house. He took out a gun and
snatched the child from her
lap. The accused put the gun
at the child’s head and threat-
ened to shoot the mother and
son if they made any noise.
After this the accused raped
her. When the accused was
fleeing from the spot, she
raised an alarm following
which her in-laws along with
father-in-law came and tried
to nab him.

When the father-in-law
tried to catch the accused,
Bajrang opened fire and
climbed on the roof and
jumped into the neighbouring
vacant plot from where he
went to another neighbour’s
house. After some time, the

neighbour and his son helped
the accused to escape safely. 

The victim said she con-
tacted the local police and the
senior off icers but they
refused to register a case.
When the report was not reg-
istered, the constable narrat-
ed his ordeal on the chief min-
ister’s portal on October 11.
He requested the chief minis-
ter to order registration of the
report. When investigation
started on the chief minister’s
portal, the Bhawanipur police
immediately registered a rape
case on October 13, based on
the complaint of the consta-
ble’s wife. The Bhawanipur
police also arrested Bajrang on
Sunday night. 

Bhawanipur Inspector
Atar Singh Yadav said that
search was on for the
absconding father and son
who helped the accused to
escape.

Lucknow (PNS): The Aam
Aadmi Party will hold a
statewide protest against the
arrest of party’s Rajya Sabha
member Sanjay Singh on
October 21. 

After this, protests will be
held in Delhi on October 27.

The AAP workers will also
spread the message of Sanjay
Singh from jail among the
public through pamphlets and
door-to-door contacts.

This was stated by AAP
district president Shekhar Dixit
in a statement issued on
Monday. He said the arrest of
Singh was unconstitutional and
he was arrested under a con-
spiracy without summons. 

“The Bharatiya Janata
Party is getting the opposition
leaders arrested by the
Enforcement Directorate wher-

ever the public is not voting for
it,” Dixit alleged.  

Giving details of the mes-
sage, he said Singh will tell the
public through his letter from
jail the reason why the
Narendra Modi government
got him arrested. 

“In the letter, Singh has
stated that he was arrested for
exposing corruption, raising
the voice of farmers, youth,
employees, Dalits, deprived
and exploited people of every
section,” Dixit said.

Dixit said Prime Minister
Modi would lose the 2024 par-
liamentary elections to INDIA
bloc and Singh’s arrest showed
this frustration. “The ED is
working under pressure from
BJP, hence summons were not
sent before arresting Sanjay
Singh,” he said.
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Lucknow (PNS): A police constable
found himself in trouble after alleged-
ly sharing a post on social media in
support of Palestine. 

The constable was suspended
and a departmental inquiry was ini-
tiated following his action, which
occurred amid the ongoing conflict
between Israel and Palestine.

The Israel conflict is a fallout of
the massive terror attack which
Hamas militant group launched on
Israel from Gaza Strip on October 7. 

“The UP Police have set up a
departmental inquiry against the
constable who had sought dona-
tions for Palestine from his official
social media account. The constable
was suspended for making the con-
troversial post and seeking donations
for Palestine on social media. An

inquiry has been set up against the
constable in order to find out the rea-
son for supporting Palestine. On
being found guilty, strict action
would be initiated against the erring
constable,” said Sandeep Singh,
Deputy Superintendent of Police of
Lakhimpur Kheri.

The police action came following
the social media post of constable
Sohail Ansari, who is currently post-
ed in Lakhimpur Kheri and hails
from Bareilly district, went viral. 

“Help Save Palestine,” the consta-
ble’s post read. It further said that
“one repost is equal to one dollar. All
donations are directly sent to
@IslamicreleifUSA. Around 82 lakhs
have been raised so far. Add to the
story to help save Palestine”.

This is not the first time in Uttar

Pradesh that a person has support-
ed the Palestinian cause. On October
9, an FIR was registered against four
students and others for taking out a
march on the campus in support of
Palestine. A video of the procession
too surfaced on social media.

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
issued directives to the police in a
recent meeting to take stern action
against those trying to spread hatred
using the Palestinian cause in the
ongoing war between Israel and
Hamas. In the meeting, he ordered
the officials that no controversial
statement would be tolerated on
social media or at any religious
place. Stern action would be taken if
someone violated the directive, said
a government spokesperson quoting
the chief minister.
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The two-day GD Goenka
First Invitation Table

Tennis tournament started at
the GD Goenka School on
Monday. President of the UP
Table Tennis Association
Sanjiv Pathak along with
school principal S Luther
inaugurated the event. Pathak
said this is the first initiation
taken by a school for the pro-
motion of the game and
praised the efforts of the insti-
tution. Matches of U-14, U-17
(boys/girls) were played on

Monday. Results of u-17 girls’
category were declared as Sir
Padampat Singhania School
(first), DPS Azad Nagar (sec-
ond), GD Goenka Public
School (third), DPS Kalyanpur
(fourth). 

Secretary of Kanpur TT
Association Sanjay Tandon,

Rajan Luther, Sunil Shukla,
Pradip Mishra, Amir, referee
Anjali, Aman, Ansh, Sahil
Srivastava and coach of all the
schools were present. 

PRIZE  DISTRIBU-
TION: The prize distribution
ceremony of 17th Inter-school

Taekwondo Championship
was held at the Sir Padampat
Singhania Education Centre
(SPSEC) on Sunday. Principal
Bhawna Gupta, who was the
chief guest, awarded medals to
winners.  The SPSEC won the
prize of overall champions
while Archies Education
Centre Bishop Westcott School
were the runner-up and third
winners respectively. Sports
teachers were also felicitated.
They included Sanjay Pal, HoD,
Delhi Public School, Azad
Nagar, and Sunil Shukla, HoD,
GD Goenka School. President
of the Kanpur Taekwondo
Association Deepak Chaurasia,
senior vice-president Dinesh
Dixit, vice- president Rajendra
Gupta, general secretary Pradip
Singh Chauhan, co-secretary
Satyendra Singh Yadav, Deepak
Gaur, Jishan, Ravi and Alka
were present.
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Aman missing for the past
three days was found hang-

ing from a tree under mysteri-
ous circumstances in Majhavan
in the Vidhnu police station
area on Monday morning. He
was identified as Vinod Nut
alias Badshah (35). Father
Arjun of Majhavan village said
his son was addicted to liquor.
He would often leave the house
and return after four to five
days. On October 13 also he
had left the house and after
three days was found hanging
from a tree in the jungle behind
a primary health centre in
Majhavan on Monday morn-
ing. Stray dogs were scratching
the body. His kin alleged his
killing and informed the police
which rushed to the spot along
with forensic team and carried
out a probe. The body was sent
for  an autopsy. SHO
Pradhumna Singh said a probe
was on and on the basis of
complaint, further action will
be taken in the matter.

THEFT CASE: The
Gwaltoli police have worked
out a theft case within 24

hours of the incident and
arrested two persons on
Monday. ADCP (Central) Arti
Singh told mediapersons that a
resident of Gwaltoli had
informed about a theft in his
house on Sunday. After lodging
the FIR, police teams were
deputed to workout the case.
On a tip off police arrested the
two thieves - Vishal Kumar
Katheria alias Khurchan (19) of
Nawabganj and Vicky Sonkar
(38) of Gwaltoli - and recovered
the stolen jewellery along with
�37,960 cash and one mobile
phone on Monday. 

They were arrested from
the Jhula Park, near Settlement
Colony, Gwaltoli. They used to
commit theft in houses after
recce in the morning. The
accused were being sent to jail,
she said. Police team com-
prised SIs Ravi Kumar, Dilip
Singh, Cons.Rajiv Sagar, Sumit
Kumar and Ketan.

MISHAP: A nagar nigam
contract safai karmachari was
fatally knocked down by an
unidentified vehicle in the
Panki police station area on
Monday morning. His kin took
the seriously injured safai kar-

machari to LLR (Hallet)
Hospital where he was declared
dead by the doctors. The police
have started a probe in the mat-
ter. Reports said that when the

contract safai karmachari Ram
Prakash (48) was going for duty
on a bicycle he was knocked
down by an unidentified vehi-
cle near the petrol pump on
Kalpi Road in the Panki police

station area. At the LLR
(Hallet) Hospital the doctors
declared him as brought dead.
On hearing about the death of
their colleague, hundreds of

contract safai karmacharis
rushed to the spot, staged an
agitation and blocked the Kalpi
Road by placing the body of
their colleague there. The
police tried to pacify the issue. 
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Ahuge rally was taken out on
the closing day of World

Investor Week from
Chhatrapati Shahu Ji Maharaj
University on Sunday in asso-
ciation with Rashtriya Sewa
Yojana Unit IV. The rally went
round university premises and
finally culminated at the varsi-
ty auditorium where a seminar
was held.  Manager, Central
Investment Services Ltd,
Devesh Dubey later addressing
the seminar said the effort was
to reach out to citizens from all
walks of life and create aware-
ness about savings and invest-
ments. He said Investor
Awareness Programms (IAP)
were organised through various
partners. He said investing in
India can provide diversifica-
tion benefits to one’s portfolio
and India was not only a fast-
growing economy but also a
market that was relatively

uncorrelated with other major
economies.  He said investing
in India can reduce the overall
risk of one’s portfolio. Dubey
said smart investor was an
online direct investing service
designed to help one make ones
own investment decisions, so
one can achieve one’s financial
goals.  He said whether one
wanted to generate income or
grow one’s savings, one will find
an investment account and a
wide range of investment
opportunities to suit one’s
needs. He said technology had
connected everyone with all the
things around them like man-
aging finances, ordering gro-
ceries, accessing entertainment,
socialising, networking — all of
it was connected and possible
at the touch of a button.  He
added that technological
advances had made the world
a smarter place.  He said invest-
ing was essential to achieve
one’s goals and the only way to

make ones future better.  He
said by making investments,
one were also saving and accu-
mulating a corpus for a  rainy
day.  He said making regular
investments forces one to set
aside a sum regularly, thereby
helping one to instil a sense of
financial discipline in the long
run. He advised that if one’s
money had to grow, then it had
to earn returns and for this one
needed to invest.  He advised
the investors to be highly care-
ful before investing. 

AID: Assistant Director
Fisheries NK Agrwal in an
official statement on Monday
informed that as per the direc-
tive of the Director, Fisheries,
Lucknow it has been decided to
provide financial aid to the
farmers in the form of com-
pensation  especially for those
who suffered damages on
account of natural disasters
and advised that such farmers
to apply online for financial

help at http://fisheries.up
gov.in. He added that the ver-
ification for such claims needs
to be done by the district mag-
istrate and the maximum limit
will be �4 lakh. He said it has
also been decided to provide
financial aid up to �5 lakh for
the treatment of chronic dis-
eases like heart, kidney trans-
plant, surgery of spine,
replacement of knees, cancer
treatment,  HIV, eye surgery,
appendix surgery, breast cancer,
cancer of ovary and uterus
and other critical illnesses. He
said this will be paid on par
with fee charged by AIIMS,
New Delhi. He said people who
have undergone surgery need
to submit their vouchers and
apply online and this had to be
countersigned by the chief
medical officer. He said this will
be only for those who were not
availing themselves of any kind
of financial benefit of such kind
from other sources.
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Banaras Hindu University
(BHU) continues its com-

mitment to fostering a dynam-
ic and promising academic
environment for all its mem-
bers, be they students or edu-
cators. Taking a significant
stride in this direction, the uni-
versity has introduced the
Annie Besant College Teacher
Exchange Programme, an ini-
tiative designed to enrich the
educational landscape under
the Institution of Eminence
(IoE) programme of the
Ministry of Education,
Government of India. Named
in honour of Dr Annie Besant,
a renowned freedom fighter
and a strong advocate for a
robust Indian education sys-
tem, this programme not only
commemorates her pioneering
spirit but also strengthens the
academic ties between BHU
and its affiliated colleges, Arya
Mahila PG College, DAV
Degree College, Vasant Kanya
Mahavidyalaya, and Vasanta
College for Women.

Under this programme,
faculty members from these

affiliated colleges will have the
invaluable opportunity to
spend an academic year as
visiting faculty at BHU. During
their tenure, they’ll gain valu-
able academic, research, and
professional exposure, thus
enhancing their own growth
and enriching the educational
ecosystem. 

The Banaras Hindu
University will treat visiting fac-
ulty on ‘deputation’ status, pro-
viding salaries and allowances
as per central government reg-
ulations. The programme fos-
ters collaboration, diversity,
and research advancements,
enabling visiting faculty to
engage in joint research initia-
tives with BHU’s esteemed fac-
ulty and contribute to ongoing
projects.

The programme places a
strong emphasis on integration,
with host teachers from BHU
assigned to support visiting fac-
ulty members. They will have
access to BHU’s state-of-the-art
facilities, including extensive
libraries, well-equipped labo-
ratories, and cutting-edge
research centres.

Vice-Chancellor Prof

Sudhir Kumar Jain notes that
this programme is designed to
foster collaboration and expand
the benefits of BHU’s initiatives
to a broader community. He
states, “Annie Besant’s vision-
ary spirit inspires us to
strengthen academic bonds
and promote excellence in
teaching and research, while
also focusing on the capacity
building of teachers from affil-
iated colleges. The Annie
Besant Visiting Faculty
Programme stands as a testa-
ment to our commitment to
higher education and collabo-
rative partnerships.”

Dr Annie Besant, who
founded Central Hindu School
in 1898 and later entrusted it to
Banaras Hindu University, left
an indelible legacy. This newly
introduced programme
embodies her enduring vision
by fostering collaboration, pro-
moting academic excellence,
and advancing the cause of
higher education. 

BHU takes inspiration
from her legacy as it embarks
on a journey to create a vibrant
academic environment and
forge strong academic bonds.
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Vice-Chancellor of Chandra
Shekhar Azad University

of Agriculture and Technology,
Dr Anand Kumar Singh, while
inaugurating the six-day mush-
room production methods
jointly organised by Mushroom
Development and
Development Centre at the
varsity auditorium on Monday
said mushroom production
can convert the huge lignocel-
lulosic waste materials into a
wide diversity of products, edi-
ble or medicinal food, feed and
fertilisers, protecting and
regenerating the environment.

He said mushroom was
highly nutritious food and one
of the best source of protein
which contained less of carbo-
hydrate and fat.  He said most
population in India suffered
due to protein- malnutrition, as

sufficient requirement of pro-
teinaceous supplement was not
available in daily diet.

He said mushrooms act as
antibacterial, immune system
enhancer and cholesterol low-
ering agents and in addition
they were important sources of
bioactive compounds.  He said
as a result of these properties,
some mushroom extracts were
used to promote human health
and were found as dietary sup-
plements.

Addressing the session the
nodal officer of Mushroom
Research Centre, Dr SK Biswas
said biggest benefit for farmers
was that it was a low mainte-
nance crop and its cultivation
required minimal effort and
resources making it a low-
maintenance side business.  He
said sustainable and eco-friend-
ly mushrooms can be grown
using recycled materials and

without the use of harmful
chemicals making them a sus-
tain its use as food for human
consumption.  He said they
were rich in vitamin C and B
complex and the protein con-
tent varied between 1.6 to 2.5
per cent. He said mushrooms
were an appealing futuristic
food source for several reasons
one that they were sustainable,
nutritious and can be fast grow-
ing.  He said the second was
that they required no regular
watering, just a damp envi-
ronment and this made them
more sustainable than other
crops being grown for nutri-
ents, like corn and leafy greens
etc. He said there has been a
perennial demand of mush-
room as it was the choice of
many individuals.  He said
mushroom cultivation was a
profitable business as it had low
initial investment with a prof-

it margin of around 15-20 per
cent. Biswas informed that dif-
ferent mushroom species yield
differently and the CSA varsi-
ty will provide all technical
guidance to the farmers. He
said quite a few yield more like
button mushrooms, they give a
total of 10 to 15 kg mushroom
yield per square foot.  He said
if the farmers cultivate mush-
rooms in a 250 square foot,
then the total yield was up to
2,500 – 3,750 kg.  He said sim-
ilarly oyster mushroom which
was the other popular mush-
room variety yields a total of 12
kg per square foot in India.  He
added the total oyster mush-
room yield per 250 square foot
was 3,000 kgs. He said each
participant will have to deposit
a sum of Rs 1,000 registration
fee along with personal ID,
passport size picture and copy
of Aadhar card. 
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The Banaras Hindu
University (BHU) is all set

to host the Regional Science
Congress- 2023 from October
17 to 21. The mega event will
witness participation of stu-
dents of Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalaya from Uttar Pradesh
and Uttarakhand. The event is
aimed at attracting young
minds and igniting an urge to
pursue science as their careers.

The inauguration ceremo-
ny of the programme will take
place at Mahamana Hall,
Institute of Science, on Tuesday
at 10 am. Prof Anil Kumar
Tripathi, Director, Institute of
Science, will be the chief guest
of inaugural ceremony. 

Vinayak Garg (IRS),
Commissioner, Navodaya
Vidyalaya Samiti will chair the
programme.

Prof Sukh Mahendra
Singh, Dean, Institute of
Science, will be the guest of
honour, while Pratibha Mishra,
SDM, Pindra will grace the
occasion as special guest.
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The Sakhi Kendra and
Ursula Hospital jointly

organised a two-day health
camp at Shiv Park which came
to a close on Monday. The clos-
ing programme was inaugu-
rated by Field Coordinator,
Maya Kureel. The key person
of the camp was Dr Sandeep
who expressed concern over
the sharp increase in people
suffering from mental health
problems. Over 60 people
approached the camp out of
which 10 patients were referred
to Kanshiram General
Hospital. Dr Sandeep said it
was a major concern that men-
tal health took a back seat in
India. He said  well-being basi-
cally meant when both mental
and physical health were per-
fect.  He said the major reason
for India to lose its mental
health was lack of awareness
and sensitivity about the issue.
He said there was a  big stigma

around people suffering from
any kind of mental health
issues. He said getting treat-
ment for physical problems
was naturally a top priority as
it incapacitates the person. He
said since people had limited
finances, physical problems
were given preference and
mental issues take a back seat
as it’s impact was not as visible
as physical issues.  He said there
was a lack of education and
awareness about mental health
and people consider mental
issues as a taboo and try to hide
them.  He said they did not dis-
cuss it openly with others and
felt low and a sense of guilt for
suffering from mental illness.
Secretary, Sakhi Kendra,
Neelam Chaturvedi said a per-
son begins to show symptoms
of a mental health condition,
but  still were able to maintain
the ability to function at home,
work or school—although per-
haps not as easily as before they
started to show symptoms.

She said often there was a
sense that something was “not
right,” yet the people shy from
disclosing mental problems
even with their spouses. She
said statistics show that one in
every five individuals suffer
from some form of mental
health illness symptoms.  She
said around 50 per cent of
mental health conditions start
by age 14 and 75 per cent of
mental health conditions devel-
op by age 24.  She said mental
illness can be triggered by
multiple factors and complex
interactions between mind,
body and environment result-
ed in psychological disorders.
She said some of the factors
were long-term acute stress,
biological factors, drug abuse
and overdose, cognitive behav-
iour like constant negative
thoughts, low energy, etc,
Others who took part in the
camp were Dr Sudhanshu, Dr
Sunil , Vinita, Arti, Renu, Sarita
and  Tara.
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The 95 Battalion of Central
Reserve Police Force

(CRPF), Srijan Samajik Vikas
Nyas and Municipal
Corporation on Monday joint-
ly launched a cleanliness drive
at Assi Ghat here. The local MLA
Saurabh Srivastava led the drive.
Under the direction of DIG,
Chandauli Range Surendra
Chaudhary and Commandant of
95 Battalion of CRPF Anil
Kumar Briksh, the cleanliness
drive was launched by the CRPF,
Srijan Samajik Vikas Nyas and
Municipal Corporation at Assi
Ghat here, while the MLA
Saurabh Srivastava led it.
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Vice-Chancellor of Banaras
Hindu University (BHU)

Prof Sudhir Kumar Jain inau-
gurated the Face Recording
Terminal (FRT) at the main
entrance of the Central Office
here on Monday. Five such

FRTs have been installed in the
Central Office and one in the
Controller of Examinations’
Office. Under this, while coming
to the office at 10 am in the
morning and leaving the office
at 5 pm, the employees will have
to pass in front of the FRTs. This
machine records the employee’s
face in just two seconds. About
250 employees of the Central
Office and about 150 employees
of the Controller of

Examinations’ Office will be
benefited by its installation.
These FRT machines will be
coordinated by Joint Registrar
Dr Nand Lal. On the occasion
the V-C along with Finance
Officer Dr Abhay Kumar
Thakur, joint registrars Dr
HP Mathur, Dr Sanjay Kumar
and Dr Nand Lal, deputy reg-
istrars Ajay Kumar Singh and
Ranjit Shandilya etc were also
present.
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The Regional Transport
Office (RTO) has issued

notice to the owners of as
many as 8,696 vehicles that reg-
istration/ fitness has expired,
while suspended the registra-
tion of as many as 272 vehicles
and cancelled the registration
of as many as 436 vehicles. 

According to the ARTO-
Administration Sarvesh
Kumar, the total number of the
vehicles that registration/fitness
has expired is 10,473 and so,
the notice has been issued to
the owners of as many as 8,696
vehicles, while the registration
of as many as 272 vehicles has
been suspended and the regis-
tration of as many as 436 vehi-
cles has been cancelled.
The private vehicles pay one-
time tax and so, the vehicles
owners do not apply to cancel
the registration except the vehi-
cles having total loss.
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The seventh meeting of the
Reconstituted Expert

Committee (EC), Climate
Change Programme (CCP),
Climate & Clean Energy (C3E)
Climate Change of Department
of Science & Technology
(DST), Government of India
took place in BHU. The com-
mittee reviewed the existing
CoEs under the NMSKCC and
NMSHE missions on their
overall performance, research
initiatives, implementation fea-
sibility from policy perspectives
and the adaptation strategies
proposed to address the emerg-
ing climate challenges.
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Regional (Kashi) Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) president

Dilip Singh Patel said that the
party will launch a voter aware-
ness campaign from October
29 under the Mission 2024.
According to him, in this direc-
tion, the state unit of BJP has
made a blueprint in which the
party’s first focus will be on the
voter list. “For this, a mega
campaign to be known as Voter
Chetna Maha Abhiyan will be
started simultaneously in the
entire state from October 29 in
which the party will knock
every house,” he said, adding
that to make the campaign a
success, a training camp for
party workers has been started
at the district level from
Monday.

On his return after attend-
ing a state level meeting
addressed by state chief
Bhupendra Singh Chaudhary
and general secretary
(Organisation) Dharampal
Singh, the regional president
said that despite the alliance of
the parties in the last Lok
Sabha elections, BJP had got
more than 50 per cent votes.
“BJP achieved historic victory
in urban body, panchayat and
cooperative elections and in

such a situation, the strong
organisational structure of BJP
is capable of accepting any
challenge and giving positive
results,” he said.

Patel further said that dur-
ing the campaign, the party
workers will approach the con-
cerned employees to add
names of the youths in the
voter list who have completed
18 years of age, change the res-
idence addresses of married
women voters and add new

voters and delete the names of
deceased voters. He said that
complete information about
the proposed campaign would
be given to the workers by the
senior party office-bearers in
the divisional workshops to be
held in the coming days so that
the work of voter verification
can be done successfully and
every eligible person can
become a voter.

He said that participation
of every party office-bearer,

worker and public representa-
tive will be ensured in the cam-
paign. 

Giving information about
the two days training pro-
gramme being organised at
the district level from Monday,
he said that training for voter
revision will be given through
divisional workshops on
October 18 and 19. He said that
the draft voter list will be pub-
lished by the Election
Commission on October 27.

“After listening to the next
episode of ‘Mann Ki Baat’ pro-
gramme on October 29, all the
party office-bearers, workers,
MPs, MLAs and other public
representatives will contact
every house and get involved in
voter verification work. Work
has to be done to connect
every worker with the cam-
paign,” he said, adding that the
party would contact each voter
by running a special door-to-
door contact campaign from
October 30 to November 5 and
from November 25 to
December 3. 

He said that by contacting
the new voters and connecting
them with the party, victory in
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections
will be easy and BJP would
achieve the target of winning 80
seats in the state.
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After successful conducting
of Kashi Sansad Sanskritik

Mahotsav (KSSM) in which the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
himself attended the closing
function to award the winners,
Sansad Khel Pratiyogita Kashi-
2023 was inaugurated at UP
College grounds here on
Monday. The sports competi-
tion was inaugurated jointly by
UP ministers Ravindra Jaiswal
and Dayashankar Mishra
‘Dayalu’ by lighting the lamp
and hoisting of flag.

The function was also
attended by Mayor Ashok
Tiwari, city chief of Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) Vidya Sagar
Rai, District Magistrate S
Rajalingam, Chief
Development Officer
Himanshu Nagpal, ADM
(City) Alok Verma, RSO, BSA,
Additional Municipal
Commissioner and many other
senior officials and BJP leaders.
The inaugural function began
with the presentation of
Saraswati Vandana, welcome
song and cultural programmes
by the schoolchildren.

In the first event of the
sports competition, the 100
metres race for girls and boys
was started by both the minis-
ters of state (Independent
Charge) by flagging off the
same. After this, the students’
volleyball competition was also
inaugurated by them, along
with, Mayor and DM by play-

ing volleyball.
According to the district

administration, it is expected
that 1,64,250 male and 1,13,227
female players will participate
in the competitions at different
levels in the district. The com-
petition will run till November
8. There is no age limit in this
competition. Competitions of
27 sports and 35 events are
being organised from village to
city. Transgenders and dis-
abled people will also showcase
their talents in this sports
event.

According to Chief
Development Officer (CDO)
Himanshu Nagpal, a good

women’s participation in the
event is expected as there is
enthusiasm among the girls
and the attraction of the event
will be the participation of
103-year-old Kalavati who will
take part in a race event. He
said that 2,77, 642 people have
registered for the event and the
number of male participants in
the competition is 1, 64, 250
while of female participants
1,13,227.  Besides, 165 trans-
genders have also registered.
The CDO informed that there
will be 27 competitions in this
sports competition.

The PM during his last visit
in the city had launched the

Sansad Khel Pratiyogita Kashi-
2023 portal while laying the
foundation stone of the
International Cricket Stadium
on September 23 from his par-
liamentary constituency. The
aim was to connect sports with
people, so that youth can also
take sports as a career. To
showcase the talent of players
from village to city, sports
competitions are being organ-
ised at gram panchayat, nyay
panchayat, university and
school/ college, development
block, zone and district levels.
The competition will be organ-
ised at the district level from
November 6 to 8.
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An engaging ‘Campus
Dialogue with Students’

was organised by the Research
Cell of IT (BHU) on Monday
with Padma Bhushan & Padma
Shri Prof Padmanabhan
Balaram, former Director of
IISc Bangalore. The talk was
titled ‘Reflections on Science in
the aftermath of the coron-
avirus pandemic’.

He spoke about the histo-
ry of science and how we
advanced from primal beings
to using microscopes and tele-
scopes to understand different
worlds. He reiterated and
explained Dr Richard
Feynmann’s atomic hypothesis
that in the event of a cataclysm
where all knowledge were to be
destroyed, humans should start
their research with the fact that
‘all things are made of matter’.
The evolution of the pandem-
ic was also talked about where
he stressed on the importance
of biotechnology in today’s
world. He considered the
research on cells as the great-
est feat of biological engineer-
ing and also that biology uni-
fies all sectors of science.
During his talk, Prof Balaram
also discussed the interdiscipli-
nary nature of science and the
contributions of various scien-
tists like Erwin Schrödinger,
Richard Feynman, Lynn Sagan
and many more.

The session was organised
in the Annie Besant Lecture
Theatre, with a capacity of

300, brimming with students,
research scholars, PhD appli-
cants and professors. The audi-
ence was so pumped up that
many students and the faculty
stayed back even after the ses-
sion ended and kept discussing
the realms of science with Prof
Balaram who kept answering
their questions with utmost
energy and excitement.

The programme began
with a warm welcome of Prof
P Balaram by the Dean
(Research & Development),
IIT (BHU), Prof Vikash Kumar
Dubey and the Head of the
Biomedical Engineering
Department, IIT (BHU) Prof
Sanjeev Kumar Mahto, with
bouquet and shawl. The event
proceeded with Prof Balaram’s
excellent and informative talk

on advancing science and
research post-pandemic.
Afterwards, the curious audi-
ence and the speaker had an
engaging question and answer
session. The questions were
interesting, and the answers
were vividly descriptive and
inspiring.

Post the question-answer
session, the eminent scholar
was given a memento as a
token of respect and apprecia-
tion. Assistant professor Aditya
Kumar Padhi from the School
of Biochemical Engineering
concluded the talk with a heart-
felt vote of thanks to the guest.
The session was hosted by
Muskan Gupta, Sophomitra
head of the Research Cell, IIT
(BHU) and third-year under-
graduate student of the

Chemical Engineering depart-
ment. Deans, senior faculty
members, and a staggering
strength of over 300 students
brimming with curiosity and
passion attended the talk.

A renowned scientist and
a prolific author, Professor
Balaram boasts an impressive
career with nearly 1,000 pub-
lications and 25,000 citations
spanning over five decades.
After completing his postdoc-
toral training at Harvard under
the Nobel Laureate Robert
Burns Woodward at just 24, he
later served as the Director of
IISc, Bangalore, for over 10
years. Prof Balaram’s legacy
shines brightly, symbolising
unparalleled dedication and
scholarly brilliance in the sci-
entific community.
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Union Minister of State for
Commerce and Industry

Anupriya Patel before flagging
off a rally to make people
aware to promote the use and
farming of ‘Shree Anna’ at
Vikas Bhawan on Sunday said
millet is the need of the hour
hence it should adopted not
only in the larger interest of
health but also of nature. 

She said it that the UNO
has declared the year 2023 as
the International Year of
Millets. Regarding the district
she said farming of millet is the
way to cope with the declining
groundwater situation.
Addressing the gathering
District Magistrate Priyanka
Niranjan said millet needs less
water for irrigation hence is
very suitable for area like
Mirzapur. On the occasion
other experts also expressed
their views and the vote of
thanks was proposed by Chief
Development Officer (CDO)
Srilaxmi VS.

Flagging off the awareness
rally taken out by the
Agriculture department the
minister appealed to farmers to

not only make others aware but
also adopt themselves first.
The awareness rally which
started from Vikas Bhawan
passed through different local-
ities and villages and conclud-
ed at the agriculture farm
house in Bisundarpur.

INAUGURATED: Union
Minister of State for Commerce
and Industry Anupriya Patel
has inaugurated the Vindhya
Darshan Mela app at Vikas
Bhawan on Sunday. She praised
the initiative of the district

administration which prepared
the app for the convenience of
the devotees. She said the app
had many information, includ-
ing medical facilities, police
assistance, hotels as well as
dhabas, rain baseras, toilet
facility, CNG/petrol pump,
contact number of district
administration, medical camp
etc. She said the entire informa-
tion related to the ‘darshan’
route will be available to the
devotee through one click. DM
Priyanka Niranjan and CDO

Srilaxmi VS were also present
on the occasion.

COUPLES REUNITE:
Under Project Milan pro-
gramme eight couples reunit-
ed through the Family
Counselling Centre (FCC)
located at Police Lines on
Sunday. The couples were liv-
ing separately due to misun-
derstanding over trivial issues
and the case were brought to
the police. The police had
referred them to the FCC.
After separate sittings eight
couples  agreed to live togeth-
er. The staff extended their
best good wishes to them for
a successful life and bright
future. Constable Sapna and
colleague Sunita were pre-
sent.

A R R E S T E D : T h e
Madihan police arrested an
accused of raping a minor girl
on Sunday. A woman had
lodged a case on September 22
in this connection. The police
started the investigation. On
being tipped off by an informer
the police nabbed an accused
of Belwan village under Padari
police station from the
Madihan area on Sunday and
sent him to jail.
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Two brothers were feared
drowned in the Ganga in

the rural area of Puramufti.
Their friends raised an alarm
and the local boatmen jumped
into the river to trace them, but
all their efforts went in vain. 

Himanshu (20) of
Akbarpur Sallahpur under
Puramifti is the driver of the
chief medical superintendent of
Colvin Hospital. On Sunday he
went to Fatehpur Ghat on a
bike with his younger brother
Mahendra Raj. They were
accompanied by some neigh-
bours.  Suddenly Himanshu
slipped into the area where
water was deep. On seeing
him drowning the younger
brother came forward to save
Himanshu, but both of them
were swept away. Their friends
raised an alarm. Some local
boatmen responded but they
could not save the brothers.

Efforts were made later to trace
them but in vain.

NABBED: Samajwadi
Party block pramukh from
Kaudihar Mohammad
Muzaffar tried to dodge the
police by wearing a burqa but
was nabbed and sent to jail.
Muzaffar was wanted in a case
of cow slaughter. On May 11,
2022, SO Soraon had intercept-
ed a truck near HP petrol
pump in Kurgaon. The truck
was from Haryana and had 16
cows out of which eight were
found dead.  A case had been
lodged against unidentified
persons in this connection  but
investigation revealed that
Muzaffar was the kingpin of the
cow slaughter gang. Aslam has
already been sent to jail in this
connection.  Muzaffar went
missing since his name figured
in the cow slaughter case. The
police raided his hideouts sev-
eral times, but he managed to
escape every time.  On a tip off

the police raided a place in the
trans-Ganga segment of the
district and caught Muzaffar
while trying to escape wearing
a ‘burqa’. After being produced
before the magistrate, he was
sent to jail. 

TIGHT SECURITY :
Taking a lesson from the mur-
der of mafia don Atiq Ahmed
and his brother Khalid Azeem
alias Ashraf by sharpshooters in
a hospital when they were
taken there for a medical exam-
ination, the police did not
allow mediapersons to interact
with yet another kingpin of the
crime world, Babloo Srivastava.
He had been brought here
from Bareilly jail under tight
security to be produced in the
court in connection with kid-
napping and ransom demand
of Rs 10 crore. 

Babloo was fearing his
murder while being transferred
from Bareilly jail to Prayagraj
court, and requested to record

his statement through video
conferencing, but the court
had turned down the request of
the mafia don, who is quite
close the ‘D’ gang. 

Babloo was brought here
on Sunday and kept in
Kaushambi jail for security
reasons. When he was pro-
duced in the court on Monday
a good number of mediaper-
sons and lawyers had gathered
there to interact with him but
no one was allowed to meet
him.

Babloo was produced in a
special Gangster Court here in
connection with the kidnap-
ping of a trader Pankaj
Mahendra and asking for a ran-
som of Rs 10 crore. Statements
of other criminals involved in
this kidnapping — Vineet
Parihar, Shachchidanand
Yadav, Chandra Prakash and
Sandeep Chaudhary have
already been recorded by the
court. 
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In a bid to ensure foolproof
fire security arrangements,

the officials of the Fire depart-
ment have asked all puja pan-
dals to follow a set of directives.
Moreover, all puja pandal com-
mittees must have NOC from
the Fire department for setting
up pandal.

Apart from security
arrangements for visitors, the
Fire department has asked
committees concerned not to
use synthetic material or ropes
to construct puja pandals.
Besides, every puja pandal has
to leave around 4.5 metre space
around it so that people could
evacuate puja pandal in case of
crisis.

Pandals must have more
than three metres height and
no pandal should be set up
under the electric wire cable.
The exit gate must have at least
five metres width and distance
of pandal from main road
must be within 45 metres.

Chief Fire Officer
(Prayagraj) RK Pandey told

mediapersons, “We have asked
puja pandal committees to hire
licensed contractors for light-
ing of pandals. There should be
at least two exit points and both
the gates should be opposite
from each other”. Besides, we
have also asked all puja pandal
committees to ensure emer-
gency lighting services and
there should be no fire crack-
ers show in and around the
pandal. Every pandal must
have at least two advanced
fire-fighting extinguishers and
water storage of 200 litres near
the pandal, he said.

The CFO said as many as
eight teams are being constitut-
ed to check puja pandal at fre-
quent intervals in Civil Lines,
Naini, Bara, Meja Koraon,
Handia, Phulpur and Soraon.
Apart from security plan, police
have also decided to use sepa-
rate plan for crowd control or
any other emergency, espe-
cially during evening hours.
Senior cops have advised puja
committee to depute addition-
al volunteers to control the
crowd thronging the pandals,

especially during peak hours (7
pm to 2 am). 

These volunteers are being
deployed in shifts to avoid any
laxity. All the major puja pan-
dals would be under police
scanner and skilled volunteers
would be assisting cops to
handle emergency-like situa-
tion in case of stampede or fire
break out.

There will be separate
arrangement for water to
ensure adequate supply to tack-
le any accidental fire. There are
plans to utilise drone cameras
for assessing crowd strength in
pandals and also to keep an eye
on security measures. Each
policeman and private volun-
teer will be aware about their
role and responsibility.

Besides, a reserve water
storage facility will also set up
to control any fire outbreak.
“We are more focused on secu-
rity arrangements and are coor-
dinating with the local puja
pandal committees,” said a
senior cop.

Majority of visitors throng
pandals during evening hours

to enjoy the lighting arrange-
ments and the grandeur of the
Goddess while offering puja.
There will be shift wise duties
of policemen at static locations
so that they remain alert to
tackle any crowd problem.

On their part, the men-in-
khaki have already drafted an
elaborate security arrangement
plan for Durga Puja pandals to
prevent any untoward inci-
dent during the festival and the
police station concerned will be
coordinating with committee
members regarding security
arrangements. Installation of
CCTVs will be mandatory to
keep an eye on the visitors and
additional security forces have
been deployed to maintain law
and order. 

Puja committees have also
been instructed to ensure prop-
er lighting inside and outside
the pandals during Durga Puja
and Navaratra celebrations. A
senior cop said, “There will be
around 100 small and big puja
pandals in the city and securi-
ty will be reviewed on a routine
basis.”

PRAYAGRAJ (PNS): Two
persons committed suicide in
two separate incidents in the
past 24 hours in the city. In the
first case, a 27 year-old youth
identified as Yashwant, a resi-
dent of Pratapgarh committed
suicide by hanging himself
from the ceiling at his rented
accommodation near Bagh
road under the Khuldabad
police station. The police said
Yashwant was preparing for the
competitive exams and had
not picked up phone for the
past two days. The incident
came to the fore when his
uncle went to meet him but
found door locked from inside.
On being alerted, a team of
Khuldabad police rushed to the
spot and found the youth hang-
ing from the ceiling. The police
said foul smell was also com-
ing from the room suspecting
that youth might have hanged
himself two days back. The
body has been sent for the post

mortem. In second case, a 37-
year-old man identified as
Abhishek of Lukerganj com-
mitted suicide by hanging him-
self at his residence under the
same police station. Initial
police investigation revealed
that he committed suicide due
to domestic issues. 

PRAYAGRAJ JN BEING
REDEVELOPED: Prayagraj
Junction is being redeveloped
in view of the Mahakumbh to
be held in 2025 here. Now work
has started on platform num-
bers 9 and 10 from Sunday.  No
trains will operate on this route
for 77 days. As many as 10
trains have been completely
cancelled while around 30
trains were shifted to other
platforms. Both these plat-
forms are important because
trains go to cities like Mumbai,
Delhi and Surat from here. This
change may also cause some
inconvenience to the passen-
gers.
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VARANASI (PNS): Hundreds
of devotees thronged
Brahmacharini Devi Temple
located near Brahma Ghat in
Kotwali area on the second day
of Shardiya Navratra here on
Monday. Right from the morn-
ing hours, there was a long line
of devotees in the nearby nar-
row lanes and only a few devo-
tees were allowed to enter the
temple premises at a time to
avoid any awkward situation.
The devotees waited for a long
time to reach the temple and
offer prayers.

Heavy rush of devotees
was also seen throughout the
day at the famous Durga
Mandir (Durga Kund) as usual.
Rush was also seen at some
other temples of goddesses.
This holy city is a rare place
where there are separate tem-
ples of all the nine Gauris and

Devis where the devotees reach
to offer prayers on different
days during Basantik (Chaitya)
and Shardiya Navratra respec-
tively.

Besides, hundreds of devo-
tees rushed to Vindhyachal in
Mirzapur district by Roadway
buses or other vehicles to offer
prayer on this auspicious occa-
sion. Rush was also seen at Old
Durga Mandir at Ramnagar,
Sheetla Mata Mandir at
Adalpura (near Chunar,
Mirzapur) and others. Due to
the high level of water in river
Ganga, though it was recorded
steady during the day, the
devotees faced it tough to reach
Sheetla Mata Mandir at Old
Dashashwamedh Ghat. At both
Durga Kund and
Brahmacharini Devi temples,
elaborate security arrange-
ments were made.



For the past few
years, the craze for
people from India to
go abroad to gain
admission to for-

eign colleges and settle there
has been on the increase.
According to the govern-
ment, between 2016 and
2021, 26.44 lakh Indian stu-
dents went abroad to study.
The Associated Chambers
of Commerce and Industry of
India (ASSOCHAM) esti-
mates show that in the year
2020, 4.5 lakh Indian students
went abroad for education
and they spent $ 13.5 billion
in this process. In the year
2022, this expenditure was 24
billion dollars that is, about 2
lakh crore rupees. According
to the report of Redseer
Strategy Consultant, by 2024
this expenditure may reach
US$ 80 billion, that is, 7
lakh crore rupees, when an
estimated 20 lakh Indian stu-
dents will go abroad to study.
If we make a state-wise analy-
sis, till the year 2021, among
the students going to study
abroad, 12 per cent were
from Punjab and Andhra
Pradesh each; and 8 per cent
were from Gujarat. If seen in
proportion to the total num-
ber of youth, then 7 out of

every thousand youth from
Punjab, 4 out of every thou-
sand youth from Andhra
Pradesh and at least 2 out of
every thousand youth from
Gujarat are going to study
abroad every year. If we take
the cumulative numbers
from 2016 to 2022, the situ-
ation looks quite alarming.
This number is 50 per thou-
sand in Punjab, 30 per thou-
sand in Andhra Pradesh and
14 per thousand in Gujarat.
The exponential increase in
the number of students going
abroad to study is a matter of
concern for many reasons.
The biggest concern is that
these youth are migrating to
foreign countries in search of
education and employment
and this migration is causing
a shortage of labour for the
economic activities in the
country. There has been huge
progress in the field of edu-
cation in the country. If we

look at the admission of stu-
dents in higher education,
then in 1990-91, only 49.2
lakh students took admission
in higher educational institu-
tions; but this number
reached 414 lakh in the year
2020-21. Broadly speaking,
the number of students tak-
ing admission to higher edu-
cation has increased more
than 10 times in the last 30
years. If we talk about high-
er education institutions, we
see that in the year 2021,
there were 1113 universities
and equivalent institutions,
43796 colleges and 11296
standalone educational insti-
tutions in the country. As far
as the fee for admission into
educational institutions is
concerned, in most of the
Indian educational institu-
tions it’s much lower than the
fees in foreign institutions
and most of the foreign insti-
tutions in which Indian youth
are taking admission are of
very low standard. So, the
question arises why do Indian
youth spend huge amounts of
money and get admission to
foreign educational institu-
tions? The simple answer is
that most of the students who
go abroad to pursue higher
education, actually don’t go to

get a higher degree. The real
intent of Indian students
going to other countries
including Australia, Canada,
and European countries
including the United
Kingdom, is not too keen to
get an education. Their real
objective is to get employ-
ment there. But Indian youth
fail to realise that there is a
huge shortage of employ-
ment in these countries also.
In many countries, incidents
of violence by local people,
against Indians and youth
coming from other coun-
tries, generally from South
Asia, are also being wit-
nessed. Most of the young
students leaving the country
fail to get employment there
and have to return home, due
to which they are also facing
frustration.
The students are not able to
realise that today in Canada,
Australia and European
countries, where they are
taking admission to educa-
tional institutions, those edu-
cational institutions are giv-
ing easy admission to Indian
students in their institutions,
for profit. 
(The writer is a professor, at

PGDAV college, University
of Delhi, views are personal)
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Olympic Organization accepts this
demand, it will be a significant honor for
India. India is rapidly emerging as a glob-
al superpower, rising from the tenth to
the fifth largest economy in a few years. 
It is expected to be ranked third soon.
Hosting the Olympics will introduce
India's tourism to the world and be a
source of pride for athletes. India's suc-
cessful organization of the Asian Games
and the inclusion of cricket in the World
Olympic Games are positive develop-
ments. However, India's permanent
membership in the UN Security
Committee is still pending, which is cru-
cial for maintaining world peace. The
Olympics in India will be a momentous
occasion with numerous benefits.

Shantaram Wagh | Pune
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Sir—Gaza and the West Bank are
becoming a new battleground as we saw
in Bucha, Kyiv, and Donetsk region of

Ukraine at the start of 2023 when Russia
invaded Ukraine. The condition of
Gaza is dire after the Israeli Air Force
occupation. The Iron Sword operation
by Israel's defense ministry and the suf-
fering of Palestinians paint a grim pic-
ture. 
The world is marred by struggles for
superiority and ethnic and religious ten-
sions. Gaza has seen no peace for
years, only shelling, tears, plight, fear,
and anger.  Wars persist without solu-
tions, causing destruction and suffering.
We must shift our mindset from war to
peace, as India opposes the erasure of
the Palestinian community. The world
needs de-escalation, not war. We must
focus on peace in conflict zones, or the
world will continue fighting for unnec-
essary supremacy.

Kirti Wadhawan | Kanpur
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Sir—It's shocking news that the Global
Hunger Index for 2023 ranks India
111th out of 125 countries, categorizing
the level of hunger as "serious." While the
Union government has rejected this
index as erroneous, it can't be complete-
ly dismissed, considering that India
ranked 102nd out of 119 countries in
2022. Despite maintaining buffer stocks,
people dying of starvation is a disgrace,
especially for the world's fifth-largest
economy, ranking lower than nations like
Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, and Sub-
Saharan African countries. Hoarding
food grains while thousands starve is
extreme callousness. Hollow govern-
ment slogans claiming that nobody will
die of starvation are contradicted.
Furthermore, this alarming ranking on
the Global Hunger Index points to a harsh
reality: millions of our fellow citizens are
struggling to access their daily bread, with
their basic human rights being compro-
mised. The fact that India, often celebrat-
ed for its rapid economic growth and
technological advancements, ranks below
countries in South Asia and sub-Saharan
Africa in terms of hunger is a stark con-
tradiction. It highlights the persistent dis-
parities that exist within the nation and
the urgent need for comprehensive pol-
icy reform. The government's rejection
of this index as erroneous should not
serve as a shield to deflect from the press-
ing issues at hand. It's imperative for the
authorities to take this wake-up call seri-
ously and delve into the root causes of this
hunger crisis. 
They must work towards a more equitable
distribution of resources, food security,
and social safety nets to protect the most
vulnerable among us.

SK Khosla | Chandigarh
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Sir—Prime Minister Narendra Modi
inaugurated the 141st session of the
World Olympic Committee in Mumbai,
announcing India's readiness to host the
2036 Olympic Games. If the World
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Hamas perceived that its
Jewish neighbour was divided
over the political divide over
the issue of judicial powers
enjoyed by the country’s
Supreme Court. They needed
to be reduced or restrained so
that the democratically elect-
ed Knesset or Parliament
could assert its will more
effectively. 
While the members of the
Knesset could not readily
reach a settlement, the people
of the country took over and
protested through public
meetings and processions.
Such scenes had not been
seen ever before and were
being played out again and
again, on the streets of Tel Aviv
and Jerusalem. When the
adversary is divided, it is
human nature for the other
side to smell an opportunity.
As we have discussed, the
desire of Hamas has been
intense. The images of an
Israel divided in the streets of
its cities would certainly have
held out the temptation, to
believe that this was the oppor-
tunity. A terrorist organization
like Hamas is unlikely to be
foresighted. In fact, terrorism
per se can seldom win. For the
simple reason that its adven-
tures, however violent and
apparently successful, do not

capture territory. And without
territory, there is no lasting vic-
tory. And yet, terrorist after
terrorist gives up his life, mere-
ly to temporarily devastate
places and people. Evidently,
such men or women cannot be
far-sighted. To expect the
Hamas to be, therefore, to have
vision is to expect a bat to have
eyesight. Regardless, the
attacks launched by Hamas on
October 7 Bloody Saturday
were thoughtless, to say the
least. The consequences from
Sunday onwards were foresee-
able and yet, were not seen by
the terrorist fighters of Hamas.
It is not impossible that their
escape route may, in an even-
tuality, be the Mediterranean
Sea.
On the other hand, Hamas has
gifted Israel with a justification
to blame any country or
organisation it chooses as a
partner-in-crime that express-
es even minimal sympathy for
Hamas. Israel would also, and
not without reason, feel justi-
fied to heap destruction on not
any the Hamas but also the
palaces of Qatar (which
reportedly funds Hamas to
some extent) and Iran’s nuclear
toys, as well as bomb places in
Syria, most of which are in
ruins anyway because of the
latter’s civil war. Fortunately for

Israel, ammunition has begun
flying in from the USA; if nec-
essary, even weapons would
flow in. When Israel’s Prime
Minister says that his country
will change the Middle East, he
isn’t bluffing.
Unfortunately, Israel—and
India too—has been battling
enemies who look upon war as
a religious duty. Religiosity
woven into war has the auto-
matic effect of rendering the
ensuing bloodshed all the
more bitter. Such religious
beliefs hold the promise of an
eternal heaven with unending
gratification of one’s natural
lust, in the pursuit of which the
adherents of those dogmas
have little hesitation in
unleashing hell on earth.
For India, tightening our secu-
rity, internal and external, in
the wake of the war in Gaza
will be imperative, for Hamas’
initial boldness could well
embolden elements in
Pakistan to try something
similar. This time, the Arab
states have not supported
Hamas, as several of them are
seeking better relations with
Israel and a different future.

(The writer is a well-known
columnist, an author, and a

former member of the Rajya
Sabha. The views expressed

are personal)
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The world is used to the
spectacle of scholars,
academics and social
and political activists
propagating and con-

ferencing for global peace, but it
is increasingly difficult to dismiss
the notion that peace is little more
than an uneasy halt between
wars. While civilians somehow
cling to some unreal hope, those
in charge of the political destinies
talk of peace, but actually build
and sharpen the weaponry for the
next bout.
In the land of origin of the three
Abrahamic faiths, Judaism,
Christianity and Islam, peace is
currently the biggest casualty.
Virtually everyone is concerned
about the Israel-Hamas war. One,
however, does almost immediate-
ly ponder as to how Tel Aviv was
caught by utter surprise. Needless
to add, the Israeli intelligence
agency Mossad has been reput-
ed to be one of the most efficient
in the world, possibly the best spy
agency. 
On balance, it appears that
Hamas was conscious that there
are groups within Israel that
desire the Jewish homeland and
country to further expand into a
Greater Israel, as large and great
as possible. Undoubtedly, the
Hamas leaders themselves yearn
to wipe the Jewish nation out of
existence. Curiously, like in love,
so in hate; such desires are mutu-
al. With the help of friends and
allies, it is likely that Hamas has
been, for a long time planning to
strike a ‘grand slam’ at their
Jewish neighbour.
Just as the Israeli leaders would
like to get rid of Hamas from the
country’s neighbourhood. All of
this lays the grounds for a con-
flict before the end of which the
other side would supposedly be
wiped out. A wounded enemy is
more dangerous than one who
hasn’t been wounded. A grand
slam, so to say, might have been
thought to be necessary. The
question is whether Israel too sees
the Hamas invasion and barbar-
ity as a great opportunity for “set-
ting things right” in the Middle
East.
An organized state in Tel Aviv
would certainly be functioning
round the clock and would not
give its adversaries any chance to
destroy it. As luck would have it,
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(The writer is a Co-
Founder and MD of
Orane International

and a network member
of India International

Skill Centres, Views are
personal)

Many people strive to secure
their dream job and are
unwilling to risk becoming
an entrepreneur. However,
it is notable that profes-

sions such as blacksmiths, goldsmiths, pot-
ters, carpenters, sculptors, barbers, cob-
blers, and others are a significant part of
India's workforce. These traditional tiny
entrepreneurs work with their hands and
tools and are usually self-employed indi-
viduals whose skills are passed down from
generation to generation. This proves that
entrepreneurs are born, not made. The cul-
ture in which these individuals are raised
plays a significant role in shaping their
entrepreneurial mindset. They witness the
ups and downs of entrepreneurship and
choose to live their lives similarly.
Recently Prime Minister Narendra Modi
has launched the 'PM Vishwakarma'
scheme worth Rs 13,000 crore to promote
such traditional tiny entrepreneurs to cre-
ate more employers than employees. The
aim is to integrate traditional tiny entre-
preneurs into the domestic and global
value chains by providing skill upgrada-
tion and modernisation. This will help to
enhance their already existing tradition-
al skill sets and make them more relevant,
thereby improving their socio-economic
status and quality of life.
Successful entrepreneurs are not limited
to those who inherit family businesses. An
individual's mindset towards entrepre-
neurship is crucial and develops with age
and experience. As people mature, they
become aware of the advantages of entre-
preneurship and often choose it as a career
path. However, how can we motivate those
who do not come from entrepreneurial
backgrounds to become future employers
and contribute to our sustainable econo-

my? It is our responsibility to take
the necessary steps to make this
happen. Can’t we start at least with
these initial steps?
Home; the parents should start
from the early school days of
their young ones, read to them the
stories of successful entrepreneurs,
ones their young buds could relate
to and get them acquainted with
their day-to-day life attributes and
the attributes and benefits they
pass on to the society. Well, it is
better to tell your bud to aim at
making a hospital or hotel than just
being a doctor or a chef, in the
process, the young mind will keep
his trajectory not confined to just
being a doctor or a chef but keep
his horizons much open and far-
ther even after turning a success-
ful super specialist doctor or a
celebrity chef. 
Schools; To fuel the entrepreneur-
ship spirit among job seekers,
multi-faceted efforts are needed to
accelerate the creation of more job
providers in the bustling industri-
al, services and tertiary sectors.
Unfortunately, our education sys-
tem did not focus on the develop-
ment of essential entrepreneurial
skills in school students, while
entrepreneurial skill is the main pil-
lar of job providers, intend to
march forward. 
Thus, to support the entrepreneur-
ial spirit must give a nod to the
Business Blaster Young
Entrepreneur Programme in
schools to encourage school chil-
dren from class 11 to become
entrepreneurs. Successful entrepre-

neurs and unicorns who bring with
them years of entrepreneurial
experience can play a vital role as
mentors and can contribute the
angel funding to build entrepre-
neurial orientation and mindset
among the youths, especially
school dropouts can be skilled and
would equip their budding entre-
preneurship to take charge as a job
provider. 
Colleges; there should be a struc-
tured curriculum with frequent
seminars and workshops on entre-
preneurship, emphasizing hands-
on experience rather than just
classroom learning. Encouraging
idea sponsorships and mentorship
from entrepreneurs would be ben-
eficial. Additionally, students
should be encouraged to visit actu-
al facilities to better understand the
entrepreneurial culture.
Business schools; should place
equal emphasis on teaching entre-
preneurship as they do on teach-
ing business. Mock drills should be
implemented, where students
spend an equal amount of time
shadowing an entrepreneur as
they do during internships with
organizations. Evaluations should
hold equal weight in determining
the student's level of business acu-
men and entrepreneurial spirit.
Skill Development Centres; we
have some of the brightest minds
who are driving change in skill
development. These leaders should
focus on imparting entrepreneur-
ship skills with the same energy
and dedication as employability
skills. Entrepreneurship

Development Institutes; how many
successful entrepreneurs have we
connected with to mentor our
future entrepreneurs? We don't
need teachers to teach how to be
an entrepreneur; if they knew,
they would already be one. We
need proven entrepreneurs to
guide and support our future
entrepreneurs and set them on the
path to success. Providing
resources is only part of the equa-
tion, providing expert guidance is
equally important.
Lastly; successful entrepreneurs
must step forward and make time
in their busy schedules to mentor
future entrepreneurs regularly.
This can be done for a specific peri-
od until the mentee establishes
their trajectory, after which the
mentor can move on to the next
aspiring entrepreneur. This would
be a more effective and impactful
form of corporate social responsi-
bility.
Entrepreneurship is driven by aspi-
rations that exceed available
resources. Entrepreneurs do not
start businesses because every-
thing falls into place perfectly.
Even the self-employed, or
"Vishwakarma" in traditional
terms, continue to hone their skills
for personal fulfilment and to
contribute to their communities.
Society as a whole should come
together to support these individ-
uals and in doing so, benefit itself.
The goal should be to create more
employers than employees, and it
is hoped that "PM Vishwakarma"
will help make this a reality.
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The syllabus of the law
universities features
‘Moot Court’ as a com-

pulsory topic, the marks
scored in it playing a crucial
role in determining the grade
with which the students pass
out of the LLB degree exam-
ination. Persons outside the
legal fraternity or law colleges
may stare back when they are
asked about Moot Court.
“Though Moot Courts are as
important and interesting as
Mathematics Olympiad, they
are yet to get the public recog-
nition. For those interested in
legal affairs, this is an event
equal in status to the
Mathematics Olympiad,” said
Prof V R Jayadevan, principal,
of Government Law College,
Thrissur, who successfully
conducted an all-India Moot
Court event in his college in

the last week of September.
Though planned as a low-pro-
file event the Thrissur Moot
Court Competition drew 36
teams from all over India. The
winners walked away with the
Justice T Ramachandran
Memorial Trophy. The event
saw intense competition as
participating undergraduates
switched over from one sec-
tion of the law to another sec-
tion with elan and poise.
If you ask a person without a
legal background what moot
court is about, chances are
that you will get a grumpy
look. No one can blame
him/her because persons
without knowledge of legal
education are not at all famil-
iar with the term. Moot
Courts are simulated lessons
held in law schools to make
budding lawyers ready to face

real-life battles in courtrooms.
It is an intellectual bout con-
ceived to test the prowess of
law students in their academ-
ic pursuits.
The organisers take out sub-
jects of national and interna-
tional events, put them as a
legal issue and ask the stu-
dents to argue for and against
the topic. Classrooms in law
schools are converted into
real-life courtrooms with all
resplendent ambience. These
bouts turn out future
Jethmalanis, Servais,
Narimans and Sorabjees! 
Those familiar with the
nuances of law and legal codes
are sure to take a liking to the
event. “I always feel that Moot
Courts resemble Kathakali, a
pantomime of Kerala, which
could be enjoyed only by the
connoisseurs of art. For those

who are uninitiated about
Kathakali, watching it is a
futile exercise. There is a say-
ing in Malayalam that watch-
ing the art form without
knowing the story is a waste
of time,” said Parvathi Sreejth
Valliathan, Assistant
Professor, SRM Law School,
Chennai. The Thrissur event
was the 12th edition of the
annual Moot Court competi-
tion held by the College.
“This year we selected a topic
right out of a real-life event.
Dharmanchal, a State in the
Union of India, enacted
Dharmanchal Infrastructure
Investment Fund Act 2001.
The preamble of the Act states
that it was expedient to con-
stitute a fund for investment
in infrastructure projects in
the State. The Act was simi-
lar to the provisions of the

Kerala Infrastructure
Investment Fund Act 1999,”
explained Prof Sonia K Das,
the livewire of the event.
The Comptroller and Auditor
General of India took strong
objections to the way the
KIIFB was functioning and
the availing of loans beyond
the repaying capacity of the
State. The Articles concerning
the federal structure and the
freedom of the States were
used as weapons by the par-
ticipants in simulated court-
rooms which were presided
over by judges who needled
the counsels appearing for the
petitioners and respondents
with questions that went deep
into the subject. The expres-
sions on the faces of the audi-
ence spoke a lot. They too
were taken to the hitherto
undebated issues in the Indian

Constitution. “Our intention
is to tone up the skills of advo-
cacy,” said Prof Jayadevan. 
The competition witnessed
high-pitch arguments and
counter-arguments. “Besides
arguments, Moot Courts are
the path for law students to
have practical knowledge in
drafting, pleading and con-
veyancing. The Moot Courts
will intellectually stimulate
students to develop skills that
will be of great importance in
future The participants
(addressed as Mooters)
should possess sharp analyt-
ical skills to dissect complex
legal issues, identify key argu-
ments and develop logical
frameworks,” said Parvathy
Kumar, who has more than a
dozen Moot Court events to
her credit.

Moot Court also have a

number of participants per-
forming various tasks like
researching and drafting
which are put to the Court for
approval/consideration. The
participants are hopeful that
one day they will be able to
compete in the Philip C Jessup
International Law Moot
Court hosted in Washington
DC. Considering the fact that
there is no empowered body
to ask the global community
of nations to follow the dik-
tat of the International Court
of Justice, it is for the Gen
Next to come up with ideas
and solutions that make the
States obey the orders issued
by it. The progress made in
science and technology has
brought together warring
nations of Europe is a hope-
ful signature. Let the Moot
Courts flourish in India.

�����������������������������������������  ���!��������� �"#���$� �"�%�  ����������%��� ���%���������������%��������&'����(����)�%�����������

�
�
������������
������
��	����������"���������

���"�����!����&���&.���!�����
'���%�.�(�#��1�(���!���?��/�1.!!�11

�	/��-(  .#�

/�"�0�����	����1����������
�������
����
����
��
��(
�����
�������������

���
��
�
���������������
������
�����������
��������
��
�
������
��

(The writer is a special cor-
respondent at The Pioneer;

views expressed 
are personal)

�������$%%&

,����������
�����������
������������
���
��
�
��

���	����!  (��(+



������ �/�������	
	������ 
	�������	���	����

����� ���������

Ahead of Assembly polls in
Rajasthan, BJP president JP

Nadda held a meeting with
party office bearers of Udaipur
division on Monday as former
Chief Minister Vasudhara Raje
is reportedly not happy with
absence of his loyalists name
from the first list of candidates
released by the party on
October 9.

After holding talks in
Udaipur, the BJP chief is also to
visit Jodhpur to interact with
party leaders and workers.
Nadda  held discussions  with

senior party workers, present
and former MPs and MLAs,
office bearers of different mor-
chas and cells of the party in
Jodhpur division.

In the first list released by the
party  for Rajasthan, the BJP
included royal scion and
Rajsamand MP  Diya Kumari
and Jaipur Rural MP and for-
mer Union Minister
Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore
which has already created flut-
ter among those denied tickets
by the party with  some
announcing contesting polls as
independent candidates.

The list of 47 candidates did

not have Raje’s followers which
has  apparently miffed the for-
mer Chief Minister.

BJP’s decision to field
Rajsamand MP Diya Kumari
from Jaipur’s Vidhayadhar
Nagar seat , denying tickets to
its five-term MLA and Raje
Loyalist  Narpat Sijngh  Rajvi,
son-in-law of Bhairon Singh
Shekhawat ,  has unnerved the
Raje camp followers, according
to sources.

The two-time former CM
on Sunday suddenly reached
Udaipur and met with Assam
governor Gulabchand Kataria
at his residence. Kataria has

held Udaipur seat four-times.
Kataria, before being

appointed as Governor, was
leader of opposition in the
Rajasthan assembly and has
influence over 25 Assembly
seats in south Rajasthan. 

He  is also a former  State
Home Minister. Raje had a 40-
minute discussion with Kataria
before leaving for Tripura
Sundari. The meeting was con-
fidential and no one in the city
had any prior information
about her visit.

Confirming his meeting
with Raje, Kataria said both
belonged to one family and

keep meeting each other.
“Nowadays I don't discuss pol-
itics as I have changed my line,”
he said. The meeting, though,
has triggered  speculations
that both the leaders  may not
be   in “sync  with the top lead-
ership’”, Raje proceeded to
Udaipur after her meeting.

Elections to 200 Assembly
seats is to be held on October
25 and the BJP is set to release
its second list for Rajasthan by
this week. Some more  BJP
MPs and Central Ministers are
expected to contest Assembly
polls, according to sources.

Nadda's visit to Jodhpur

holds significance in the run up
to the Assembly elections in the
State where it seeks to unseat
the Congress Government
headed by Ashok Gehlot.

“Party is already faced with
unrelenting protests against
party candidate Devji Patel
from Sanchore constituency,
the only name the party has
announced so far, from 33
constituencies of Jodhpur divi-
sion”, said a party leader.

Six mandal presidents of
Jalore have resigned to protest
the party's decision to rope in
Patel from Sanchore Assembly
constituency.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate the

third edition of the three-day
Global  Maritime India
Summit (GMIS), aiming to
outline strategic  future  ini-
tiatives,  at  Mumbai  on
Tuesday  via video-confer-
encing and unveil “Amrit Kaal
Vision 2047”.

In line with this futuristic
plan, the prime minister will
inaugurate, dedicate to nation
and lay the foundation stone
of projects worth more than �
23,000 crore, that are aligned
with this vision for the Indian
maritime blue economy, a
statement  from his office
said.

Modi will lay the founda-

tion stone of the Tuna Tekra
all-weather deep draft termi-
nal, to be built at a cost of
more than � 4,500 crore at the
Deendayal Port Authority in
Gujarat.

This state-of-the-art green-
field terminal will be devel-
oped in PPP mode.

It is likely to emerge as an
international trade hub and
will handle next-gen vessels
exceeding 18,000 twenty-foot
equivalent units (TEUs), and
will act as a gateway for Indian
trade via the proposed India-
Middle East-Europe Economic
Corridor (IMEEC), it said.

Over 300 Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) worth
more than �7 lakh crore for
global and national partner-
ship in the maritime sector
will also be unveiled during
the programme.

The summit will be the
biggest maritime event in the
country, the statement said. 

It will witness participation
of Ministers from across the
globe, representing Europe,
Africa, South America and
Asia (including central Asia,
Middle East and BIMSTEC
region), said the statement.

It will also be attended by
global CEOs, business leaders,
investors, officials, and other
stakeholders from across the
world. 

Several Indian states will

also be represented, it said.
The three-day summit will

discuss and deliberate key
issues of the maritime sector
including ports of the future,
decarbonisation, coastal ship-
ping and inland water trans-
portation, shipbuilding, repair
and recycling, finance, insur-
ance and arbitration, mar-
itime clusters, innovation and
technology, maritime safety
and security, and maritime
tourism among others.

The summit will also pro-
vide an excellent platform for
attracting investment in the
maritime sector of the coun-
try, it said.

The first edition of the
summit was held in 2016 at
Mumbai while the second
was held virtually in 2021.
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The CBI and ED told the Supreme Court on
Monday they are contemplating making the

city's Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) an accused in
the Delhi excise policy cases. 

Additional Solicitor General SV Raju, repre-
senting the two probe agencies, told a bench of
Justices Sanjiv Khanna and SVN Bhatti he has
instructions to State that the agencies are con-
sidering making AAP an accused, invoking legal
provisions on “vicarious liability” and section
70 of the Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA). 

However, the bench asked Raju to clarify his
stand on Tuesday on whether there will be sep-
arate charge against the AAP in cases being
probed by the Central Bureau of Investigation
and the Enforcement Directorate. 

Raju made the statement while the bench was

hearing the bail pleas of AAP leader and former
Delhi deputy chief minister Manish Sisodia, who
was arrested in the excise policy cases being
probed by the CBI and ED. 

The investigative agencies have often sug-
gested that AAP was a beneficiary of the kick-
backs received from stakeholders who got
liquor licences as part of a quid pro quo. 

They have alleged the AAP used the money
for campaigning in the Goa Assembly elections.
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The Supreme Court on
Monday declined to per-

mit a married woman, a
mother of two, to terminate
her over 26-week pregnancy
as the foetus was healthy and
the AIIMS medical board
found no abnormality with it. 
A bench headed by Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud said
the length of pregnancy has
crossed 24 weeks, the upper
limit for allowing Medical
Termination of Pregnancy
(MTP), and therefore it can-
not be permitted. 

The apex court said the
foetus is 26 weeks and 5 days
old and there is no immedi-
ate threat to the mother.
There was also no foetal
abnormality, it said. 

“The length of the preg-
nancy has crossed 24 weeks
and it is approximately 26
weeks and 5 days old. The

medical termination of the
pregnancy cannot be permit-
ted,” the bench, also com-
prising Justices JB Pardiwala
and Manoj Misa said. 

The top court had said
earlier in the day that the
challenge to pregnancy ter-
mination law will be dealt
with in separate proceedings,
and the present case would be
limited to the issue between
the petitioner and the State. 

The apex court had earlier
sought a report from the
AIIMS medical board on
whether the foetus was suf-
fering from any abnormality.
The bench was hearing argu-
ments on the Centre's appli-
cation seeking recall of the
apex court's October 9 order
permitting the 27-year-old
woman, a mother of two, to
undergo termination of preg-
nancy at AIIMS as she was
suffering from post-partum
psychosis after the birth of her
second child. 
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The first State Education
Achievement Survey will be

conducted on November 3 by
the national assessment regu-
lator Parakh and will cover 11
million students across the
country. According to the
Ministry of Education, the sur-
vey is aimed at identifying
areas requiring improvement in
learning will be held across
states, targeting school stu-
dents up to the block level. It
will be a precursor to the
Education Ministry's annual
National Achievement Survey
(NAS), which is conducted at
the district level.

MoE said that it will be the
first survey conducted by the
Performance Assessment,
Review and Analysis of
Knowledge for Holistic
Development (PARAKH), an
organisation under the NCERT.
It is tasked with bringing the
school boards across the states
and the Union territories on a
common platform.

Scheduled for November 3,
SEAS (State Education
Achievement Survey) 2023 has
been designed to enhance the
learning standards for students
in Classes 3, 6 and 9. Operating
at the block level, this survey
encompasses a comprehensive
range of competencies, span-
ning the foundational, prepara-

tory, and middle stages of edu-
cation.

According to the officials,
SEAS will represent a distinc-
tive and baseline assessment,
marking a gradual shift from
rote learning to competency-
based education. The adoption
of competency-based learning
holds the potential to foster the
holistic development of stu-
dents, they said, adding that
these efforts are dedicated to
nurturing the well-rounded
growth of future generations.
This survey will prove invalu-
able in realising this aspiration,
the officials said.

“At the heart of this endeav-
our is the belief that every child
deserves a well-rounded edu-
cation. Our competency-based
assessment system aims to
assess not just what students
know but also how well they
can apply that knowledge in
real-world scenarios,” head and
CEO of PARAKH Indrani

Bhaduri said.
Bhaduri also heads the NAS

cell at the NCERT which con-
ducts the crucial national level
large-scale assessment to
obtain information about the
learning achievement of stu-
dents of Classes 3, 5, 8 and 10
studying in state government
schools, government-aided
schools, private unaided and
central government schools.

The ETS, which conducts
key tests such as TOEFL and
GRE, was chosen by the
National  Council  for
Education Research (NCERT)
for setting up the regulatory
platform.

Sachin Jain, country man-
ager of ETS India and South
Asia, said, “By joining forces
with the NCERT, we are com-
mitted to fortifying the assess-
ment process, ensuring its
robustness, and elevating the
quality of large-scale surveys in
the educational sector.”
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India and UK on Monday
reviewed the entire spec-

trum of their defence and
strategic ties here in the inau-
gural India-UK '2+2' foreign
and defence dialogue at the
senior official level.  The two
sides focused  on on ways to
boost cooperation in a range of
key areas such as trade and
investment, defence, critical
technologies, civil aviation,
health and energy.

The two sides also discussed
international developments
including in the Indo-Pacific
region and considered the pos-
sibility of enhancing anti-terror
collaboration, according to the
Ministry of External Affairs
(MEA). The 2+2 dialogue at
senior official level is a mech-
anism to discuss and review all
aspects of India-UK compre-
hensive strategic partnership.

The dialogue took place as
the two sides are exploring the
possibility of a visit to India by
British Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak later this month.

The MEA said the two sides
discussed “possibilities for fur-
ther collaboration particularly
in areas of trade and invest-
ment, defence, critical and
emerging technologies, civil

aviation, health, energy, culture
and strengthening peoples con-
nect.”

“The officials had an oppor-
tunity to exchange assessments
about recent international
developments including in the
Indo-Pacific region, given their
shared vision for peace, stabil-
ity and prosperity and for a
free, open and inclusive Indo-
Pacific region,” the ministry
said in a statement

“They also considered pos-
sibility of enhancing collabo-
ration in areas of counterter-
rorism, HADR (Humanitarian
Assistance and Disaster Relief)
and maritime security,” it
added.

The India-UK relationship
was elevated to a
Comprehensive Strategic
Partnership during the India-
UK virtual summit held
between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and his then

British counterpart Boris
Johnson in May 2021.

At the summit, the two sides
adopted a 10-year roadmap to
expand ties in the key areas of
trade and economy, defence
and security, climate change
and people-to-people connec-
tions, among others.

The Indian delegation at the
dialogue was co-chaired by
Piyush Srivastava, Joint
Secretary (Europe West) at the
MEA and Vishwesh Negi, Joint
Secretary (International
Cooperation) at the defence
ministry.

The UK delegation was co-
chaired by Ben Mellor, India
Director at the Indian Ocean
Directorate in the Foreign,
Commonwealth and
Development Office (FCDO)
and Lt General Rob Magowan,
Deputy Chief of Defence Staff,
Finance and Military Capability
at the British Ministry of
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The Supreme Court on
Monday agreed to exam-

ine the plea of AAP leader
Raghav Chadha challenging
his indefinite suspension from
the Rajya Sabha and sought
the assistance of the attorney
general in adjudicating the
issue. 

A bench comprising Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud and
Justices J B Pardiwala and
Manoj Misra took note of the
submissions of senior advo-
cate Rakesh Dwivedi and
lawyer Shadan Farasat, rep-
resenting Chadha, that the
suspension cannot extend
beyond the particular ses-
sion during which the deci-
sion to suspend the member
was made. 

The top court issued the
notice to the Rajya Sabha
Secretariat only on the plea
which will  be heard on
October 30. Besides the Rajya
Sabha Secretariat, Chadha
had made the chairperson of
the House and the privileges
committee the parties to his
petition. Dwivedi said he was
not seeking any interim relief
in the petition at the moment. 
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The Army top brass on
Monday here began delib-

erations on national security
challenges including the situa-
tion at border in Ladakh and
the Line of Control (LOC)
facing Pakistan and ways to
boost the overall combat capa-
bility o the force while kick-
starting a five-day conference.
Being chaired by Army Chief
General Manoj Pande, the
commanders are delving into a
range of issues, including the
ongoing reform process in the
1.3 million strong force, mat-
ters relating to jointness among
the three services and key
geopolitical developments.
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh is scheduled to address
the conference on October 18.
Chief of Defence Staff Gen Anil
Chauhan and Air Chief
Marshal VR Chaudhari are
among those addressing the
Army commanders.

Ajay Kumar Sood, the
Principal Scientific Adviser to
the Government of India, will
also deliver a talk on
“Leveraging Technology for
National Security”.

“The apex leadership will
brainstorm current or emerg-
ing security scenarios besides
reviewing the operational pre-
paredness of the Indian Army,”
the Army said on Saturday.

“They will also delve into
pivotal subjects including
review of the ongoing trans-
formation process, training
matters, human resource man-
agement aspects and issues
impacting serving personnel
and veterans,” it said.

The regional security situa-
tion and geopolitical develop-
ments, including the Hamas-
Israel conflict and the Russia-
Ukraine war, may also figure at
the conference.

The overall situation along
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) with China as well as
along the frontier with Pakistan
will be discussed, it was learnt.
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The Ministry of Defence on
Monday here signed a con-

tract for Mid Life Upgrade
and Re-Powering of “INS Beas”
with Kochi-based M/S Cochin
Shipyard Limited (CSL) at an
overall cost of �313.42 crores.
INS Beas is the first of
Brahmaputra class frigate to be
re-powered from steam to diesel
propulsion. After completion
of mid life upgrade and re-
Powering in 2026, INS Beas will
join the active fleet of the Indian
Navy with a modernised
weapon suite and upgraded
combat capability, defence min-
istry officials said here.

The transformative maiden
re-powering project marks a
significant stride in the main-
tenance philosophy of the
Indian Navy and repair capa-
bilities of M/s CSL. The project
would involve more than 50
MSMEs and would lead to
generation of employment for
more than 3,500 personnel.

The project will be a proud
flag bearer of Atmanirbhar
Bharat in consonance with the
Make-in-India initiative of the
Government of India, they
said.
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The Supreme Court came
down heavily on the

National Medical Commission
(NMC) on Monday after tak-
ing note of submissions that
around 70 per cent medical col-
leges in the country are not
paying the mandatory stipend
to MBBS interns.

“What is the National
Medical Commission doing?
These young doctors are
putting 16-20 hours a day....
This is like bonded labour,” a
bench of Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud and Justices J B
Pardiwala and Manoj Misra
said.

The bench said private
medical colleges, which take
heavy donations or capitation
fees while admitting students,
are not paying the mandatory
stipend to the MBBS interns
and asked as to what the NMC
is doing as the regulator.

The observations came
when a lawyer reiterated the
allegation that 70 per cent of
the medical colleges in the
country are not paying the
mandatory stipend to the
MBBS interns.

The counsel for the NMC
sought some time to collate the
information and get back to the
bench, which granted the same.

The top court, meanwhile,
issued a notice to the Delhi
government after taking note of
the submissions of the city’s
Army College of Medical
Sciences (ACMS) that a fee reg-
ulatory authority has not been

set up in the national capital to
deal with such issues.

On September 15, the
bench had asked the NMC, the
apex governing body for med-
ical education in the country, to
look into the allegation that 70
per cent medical colleges are
not paying the mandatory
stipend to the MBBS interns.

The court had also direct-
ed the ACMS to pay a month-
ly stipend of Rs 25,000 to its
MBBS interns from October 1.

Advocate Vaibhav Gaggar,
appearing for students seeking
a stipend had said that accord-
ing to a recent NMC report, 70
per cent of the medical colleges
in the country are not paying
stipends to their interns.

The bench had directed the
NMC’s counsel, Gaurav
Sharma, to respond to the
claim and file an affidavit giv-
ing a tabulated chart of the col-
leges that are paying the stipend
to the interns and the ones that
are not.

It had said the NMC’s
mandate cannot be breached
and that interns, who come
from different backgrounds,
are required to be paid a
stipend for the period of their
internship.

The top court was hearing
a plea of five MBBS students
studying at the ACMS, estab-
lished by the Army Welfare
Education Society (AWES)
and affiliated to the Guru
Govind Singh Indraprashtha
University, seeking a stipend
for the period of their intern-
ship.
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The Allahabad High Court on
Monday stayed the order of

a revenue official of Deoria dis-
trict for the demolition of a
house belonging Prem Chand
Yadav, who was among six killed
over a land dispute recently.

Deoria tehsildar on October
11 issued a demolition order of
the house which belongs to for-
mer district panchayat member
Prem Chand. His father Ram
Bhawan Yadav had approached
the HC against order.

On October 2, 50-year-old
Prem Chand was attacked with
sharp-edged weapons and killed
by his rival Satyaprakash Dubey
and his family when he went to
his house.

In retaliation soon after,
Prem Chand’s supporters
attacked Dubey’s house and
brutally killed Dubey and five of
his family members, including
children. Justice Chandra
Kumar Rai passed the order in
an appeal filed by Ram Bhawan
Yadav against the order.

Counsel for the petitioner
submitted that authorities are
adamant about demolishing the
house as Ram Bhawan has filed
an instant petition without avail-
ing remedy of appeal under
Section 67 (5) of UP Revenue
Code, 2006.

He further submitted that
even on merit, the impugned
order cannot be maintained, but
without affording a proper
opportunity of hearing as well as
without making proper survey
and demarcation, the order for
ejectment and damages has
been passed against the peti-
tioner.

Chief Standing Counsel for
the State JN Maurya submitted
that land in dispute is recorded
as ‘khalihan’, as such no inter-
ference is required in the mat-
ter. The court observed, “It is
directed that in view of ratio of
law laid down in Ali Sher
(Supra), the order dated October
11 passed by tehsildar for demo-
lition and damages shall not be
given affect till the disposal of
petitioner’s appeal under Section
67 (5) of UP Revenue Code,
2006.”

“In view of the remedy of
appeal against the order
impugned passed by the
Tehsildar, the writ petition is dis-
posed of finally directing the
petitioner to file an appeal before
Collector against the order
impugned dated 11.10.2023
within a period of two weeks
from today. If the appeal is filed
within the aforesaid period, the
same shall be registered and dis-
posed of in accordance with law,”
the court said.
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India’s economic growth is
expected at 6.3 per cent
during 2023-24 on the back

of good health of the financial
sector and uptick in private
investment even as downside
risks remain, said a survey by
industry body Ficci unveiled on
Monday.

The latest round of Ficci’s
Economic Outlook Survey pegs
annual median gross domestic
product (GDP) growth for
2023-24 at 6.3 per cent - with
a minimum and maximum
growth estimate of 6 per cent
and 6.6 per cent, respectively,
the chamber stated.

The median growth forecast
for agriculture and allied activ-
ities has been put at 2.7 per cent
for 2023-24. This marks a mod-
eration vis-a-vis growth of about
4 per cent reported in 2022-23.
The El Nino effect has had an
impact on the spatial distribu-
tion of rainfall this monsoon.
Industry and services sector, on
the other hand, are anticipated
to grow 5.6 per cent and 7.3 per
cent, respectively in current fis-
cal year, the survey shows.

Ficci said the survey was
conducted in September 2023
and drew responses from lead-

ing economists representing
industry, banking and financial
services sector.

“Persisting headwinds on
account of geopolitical stress,
slowing growth in China,
lagged impact of monetary
tightening and below normal
monsoons pose downside risks
to growth,” it said.

According to survey results,
median GDP growth is estimat-
ed to slow down to 6.1 per cent
and 6 per cent in Q2 2023-24
and Q3 2023-24, respectively -
after posting a four-quarter
high growth of 7.8 per cent in
Q1 2023-24.

Further, the chamber said

the median forecast for CPI
based inflation has been put at
5.5 per cent for 2023-24, with
a minimum and maximum
range of 5.3 per cent and 5.7 per
cent, respectively.

The survey participants
opined that the course of infla-
tion remains uncertain.

“There was an unanimous
view among the participants
that global growth is poised to
slow in the current year vis-a-
vis 2022, and this trend is
expected to continue in the year
2024 as well,” Ficci said, and
added significant downside
risks continue to remain on fore
that could hamper the momen-

tum in recovery.
Back home, the survey said

though India’s economic perfor-
mance has remained relatively
steady amid recent challenges,
the country has not been
unscathed from the external
shocks.Weak external demand
is already reflecting in India’s
merchandise exports perfor-
mance and is expected to be a
drag on domestic growth, it
added.

“Nonetheless, growth in
India is expected to hold
ground on the back of good
health of the financial sector,
robust urban demand, uptick in
private investment as a result of
government’s front-loading of
capex, pick up in real
estate/construction sector and
the forthcoming festive season,”
the survey said.

It further said Reserve
Bank’s policy repo rate is
expected to remain unchanged
until the end of current finan-
cial year. The latest survey
results forecast repo rate at 6.5
per cent as at March-end 2024.

Economists were of the
view that a cut in the repo rate
is expected only by the end of
the first quarter or second
quarter of next fiscal year 2024-
25, Ficci added. 
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The Wholesale Price Index (WPI) in India is
likely to rise in the second half of the ongo-

ing fiscal and a prolonged deflationary trend could
impact growth, experts said on Monday.

Wholesale inflation remained in the negative
territory for the sixth straight month in September
at (-) 0.26 per cent on easing prices of food items,
especially vegetables.

Deflation in WPI in September is primarily
due to the fall in prices of chemicals and chemi-
cal products, mineral oils, textiles, basic metals,
and food products as compared to the year-ago
period, the commerce and industry ministry said
on Monday.

“In September, the WPI exhibited its sixth
consecutive month of contraction, with a decline
of 0.3 per cent year-on-year (y-o-y), lower than
the previous month’s contraction of 0.5 per cent,”
CareEdge Chief Economist Rajani Sinha said. 

“The continued contraction in WPI can be
attributed to the deceleration in food prices, as well
as the ongoing decline in fuel and manufactured
product prices,” Sinha said. 

She suggested that while the fading impact of
a high base may lead to a “slight increase” in WPI
in the second half of the fiscal year, the overall WPI
inflation is expected to remain low. 

Elevated global crude oil prices and poten-
tial risks to kharif harvest due to uneven rainfall
also pose upside risks to WPI inflation, Sinha said. 

Abhirup Sarkar, an economist and professor
at the Indian Institute of Statistics, told PTI that
while the decrease in fuel prices is positive news,
geopolitical conflicts in Russia and the Middle East
could lead to an increase in international oil prices,
affecting wholesale price inflation in India. 

He said although wholesale food prices have
seen a decline, it may take time for this to be
reflected in retail prices, as it depends on traders

and their ability to pass on the price reduction to
consumers. 

Sarkar cautioned that prolonged deflation in
WPI can have a negative impact on the econo-
my, indicating lack of demand and potentially
slowing down growth.

The WPI-based inflation rate has been in the
negative zone since April and was (-) 0.52 per cent
in August. 

In September last year, it was 10.55 per cent.
Inflation in food articles eased to 3.35 per cent in
September, after remaining in double digits in the
previous two months. It was 10.60 per cent in
August. 

“Deflation in September 2023 is primarily due
to fall in prices of chemical and chemical prod-
ucts, mineral oils, textiles, basic metals and food
products as compared to the corresponding month
of the previous year,” the commerce and indus-
try ministry said on Monday.

Fuel and power basket inflation was at (-) 3.35
per cent in September, against (-)6.03 per cent in
August. In manufactured products, inflation rate
was (-) 1.34 per cent, as against (-) 2.37 per cent
in August. 

Data released last week showed that the annu-
al retail, or consumer price inflation, was at 5.02
per cent in September, which was a three-month
low. 
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JK Paper Ltd on Monday said
it will fully acquire Manipal

Utility Packaging Solutions Pvt
Ltd for nearly Rs 90 crore.

The company has entered
into a share purchase agreement
(SPA) for the acquisition of 100
per cent shares of Manipal
Utility Packaging Solutions Pvt
Ltd (MUPSPL), JK Paper said in
a regulatory filing.

Under the SPA, JK Paper
will acquire 4.07 crore equity
shares representing 100 per cent
of capital of MUPSPL at Rs 21.80
per equity share of Rs 10 each,
subject to adjustments as per
terms of agreement, it added.

The acquisition is expected
to be completed within six
weeks of execution of the SPA
with the target entity and its pro-
moters/shareholders, subject to
fulfilment of conditions men-
tioned in the SPA, the compa-
ny said.

JK Paper Vice Chairman
and Managing Director Harsh
Pati Singhania said, “This acqui-
sition is in line with the long-
term strategic objective of the
company in the packaging busi-
ness and gives us an opportuni-
ty to offer combined solution to
the customers with respect to
secondary and tertiary packag-
ing, improve operational effi-
ciencies and ensure that MUP-
SPL grows and adds value to
stakeholders.”

MUPSPL is engaged in the
business of manufacturing pack-
aging products like folding car-
tons, corrugated boxes and labels
with four manufacturing plants
across India. It had a revenue of
Rs 147.77 crore in FY 2022-23,
the company said.

Packaging business is
amongst the fastest growing
segments in the Indian paper
and packaging industry driven
by growth in end use industries
such as food and beverage, and
FMCG, it added.
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Benchmark equity indices
ended lower on Monday,

falling for the third day running,
amid weak trends in global
markets and spike in Brent
crude oil prices due to geopo-
litical tension in the Middle
East.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
declined 115.81 points or 0.17
per cent to settle at 66,166.93.
During the day, it fell 243.36
points or 0.36 per cent to
66,039.38. The Nifty slipped
19.30 points or 0.10 per cent to
19,731.75.

From the Sensex pack,
Nestle, Tata Consultancy
Services, IndusInd Bank, Asian
Paints, Bharti Airtel, Tech
Mahindra, UltraTech Cement,
Kotak Mahindra Bank and
Hindustan Unilever were
among the major laggards.

Tata Steel, JSW Steel, HCL
Technologies, Axis Bank, Power
Grid and Mahindra &
Mahindra were among the gain-
ers.

“Markets continued to wit-
ness range-bound trend with a
negative bias amid weak Asian
cues as selective profit-taking
was seen in banking, realty and
IT stocks, whereas buying in
metal, auto and consumer
durable stocks helped markets
curb losses. 

“Investors are trading cau-
tiously in an uncertain global
environment as ongoing Israel-

Palestine conflict coupled with
weak overseas fundamentals
and persistent FII selling have
dampened sentiment,” said
Shrikant Chouhan, Head of
Research (Retail), Kotak
Securities Ltd.

In the broader market, the
BSE smallcap gauge climbed
0.34 per cent and midcap index
gained 0.25 per cent.

Among the indices,
telecommunication fell by 0.74
per cent, realty (0.39 per cent),
teck (0.32 per cent), FMCG
(0.28 per cent), services (0.17
per cent), bankex (0.11 per
cent) and IT (0.10 per cent).

Commodities, consumer
discretionary, energy, industri-
als, auto and metal were among
the gainers.

“Persistent geopolitical ten-
sions continue to weigh down
the sentiment on equity, yet the
mid and smallcap index wit-
nessed bargain hunting ahead of
festival-driven demand and
optimistic Q2 results. If oil
price moves higher in a sus-
tained manner, it may elevate
yields and operation cost, poten-
tially straining margins in H2
FY24,” said Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services.

In Asian markets, Seoul,
Tokyo, Shanghai and Hong
Kong ended lower.

European markets were
trading mostly in the negative
territory. The US markets ended
on a mixed note on Friday.
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National development bank
Sidbi on Monday announ-

ced a growth accelerator pro-
gramme for small NBFCs to
help them become eligible for
bank funding.

Under the initiative, being
carried out in association with
the global alliance for mass
entrepreneurship and national
NBFC lobby FIDC (Finance
Industry Development Council),
it has onboarded 18 small
NBFCs as the first cohort of the
programme.

The five-month-long pro-
gramme is designed to scale
small NBFCs (Non Banking
Financial Company) through
design interventions, enabling
them to apply for institutional
funding based on holistic eval-
uation parameters, Sidbi chair-

man & managing director
Sivasubramanian Ramann told
reporters here.

The programme includes
mentorship from domain
experts on risk, operations, gov-
ernance, and technology and is
structured to encourage and
facilitate peer learning, reviews
and networking through a blend
of in-person, virtual and individ-
ualised sessions, Umesh
Revankar, FIDC chairman and
executive vice-chairman of
Shriram Finance, said.

Of the nearly 80 million
small businesses, only 15 per
cent get access to formal credit,
showing the large addressable
market for MSME (Micro, Small
& Medium Enterprise) funding,
Ramann said.

Further, he said in the past
three years, Sidbi’s lending to
MSMEs doubled to cross the Rs

50,000 crore-mark, while the
system wide MSME loan book
is Rs 25 lakh crore, which is slat-
ed to double over the next three
years. Of the present MSME
book, only 28 per cent are met
by NBFCs.

The objective of the pro-

gramme is to design a replica-
ble model to enable MSME-
focused NBFCs to become eli-
gible for formal funding and
future-ready, Ravi Venkatesan,
founder of the global alliance for
mass entrepreneurship, said.

When asked how much

Sidbi will be lending to NBFCs
under the initiative, Ramann
said that there is no target or cap.
All depends on how many of
them clear the programme.

The programme will
enhance the fund flow for the
MSME sector by enabling
NBFCs to get institutional fund-
ing. In this cohort, the partici-
pating 18 NBFCs will benefit sig-
nificantly from specific advice,
informal interactions with peers,
structured reviews and evalua-
tion.

We have built in the process
to ensure that participants
demonstrate action to be eligi-
ble for continuing to the next
stage and mentors endorse and
support them ensuring account-
ability, he said, adding that over
the next three years, the plan is
to prepare 100 non-banks
future-ready.
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Petrol and diesel sales fell in
the first half of October

ahead of the start of festival sea-
son that is expected to boost
consumption, preliminary data
of state-owned firms showed.

Last year, Durga Puja/
Dussehra as well as Diwali fell
in October. This year the festi-
val season, when consumption
picks up, starts in the second
half of October.

Petrol sales by three state-
owned fuel retailers fell 9 per
cent year-on-year, the first drop
in two months. Diesel con-
sumption dropped 3.2 per cent.

The decline was largely
because of the larger base of last
year.

Petrol sales dropped to 1.17
million tonnes during the first
half of October from 1.29 mil-
lion tonnes a year back.

Sales dropped 9 per cent
month-on-month as well.

Consumption of diesel, the
most consumed fuel in the
country — accounting for
about two-fifths of the demand,
dropped to 2.99 million tonnes
during October 1 to 15 from
3.09 million tonnes a year back.
Month-on-month sales were,
however, up 9.6 per cent when
compared with 2.73 million
tonnes in the first half of
September.

Diesel sales typically fall in
monsoon months as rains lower

demand in the agriculture sec-
tor which uses the fuel for irri-
gation, harvesting and trans-
portation. Also, rains slow
vehicular movements. This had
led to a fall in diesel consump-
tion in the last three months.
And once the monsoon ended,
consumption has risen month-
on-month.

Consumption of diesel had
soared 6.7 per cent and 9.3 per
cent in April and May, respec-
tively, as agriculture demand
picked up and cars yanked up
air-conditioning to beat the
summer heat. It started to taper
in the second half of June after
the monsoon set in. It has con-
tinued to fall since.

Suppliers’ group OPEC sees
India’s oil demand expanding
on average by 2,20,000 barrels
per day on the back of vigorous
economic growth.

Consumption of petrol
during October 1-15 was 12 per
cent more than in the COVID-
marred October 2021 and 21.7
per cent more than in pre-pan-
demic October 2019.

Diesel consumption was
up 23.4 per cent over October
1-15 in 2021 and 23.1 per cent
compared to October 2019.

With the continuing rise in
passenger traffic at airports, jet
fuel (ATF) demand rose 5.7 per
cent to 2,95,200 tonnes during
first fortnight of October
against the same period last
year.
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State-owned Coal India on
Monday said its supply of fos-

sil fuel to the country’s coal-fired
electricity generating units
increased by six per cent to 23.5
million tonnes in the first half of
October, ahead of the festive sea-
son.

The supply was increased
amid a sudden rise in power
demand even as unseasonal
rains hit the operations in coal
bearing areas of Coal India’s
arms based in the eastern part
of the nation.

Chattishgarh-based South
Eastern Coalfields Ltd (SECL)
also bore the brunt of the incle-
ment weather, it said.

Coal supply to thermal
power plants stood at 22.2 mil-
lion tonnes during the same
period of the last financial year.

“Coal India’s (CIL) supplies
to thermal power plants of the
country shot up close to six per
cent to 23.5 million tonnes

(MTs) during the first fortnight
of October 2023... Comparati-
vely the supplies were 22.2 MTs
in the same period of October
2022,” the public sector coal pro-
ducer said in a statement.

The overall supply of dry
fuel by CIL to the country’s coal-
fired plants was nearly 319 MT
till October 15 of the ongoing
fiscal, which was 12 MT higher
in volume terms compared to
307 MTs supplied during the
corresponding period of FY23.

“The four per cent growth
recorded during this period is at
par with current year’s annual
asking growth rate to power
plants,” it said.

CIL was given a projection
of 610 MT supply to the coun-
try’s power plants for the ongo-
ing fiscal, which is four per cent
more than what it supplied to
this sector in FY23.

The ‘maharatna’ firm
expects its supplies to exceed the
target.

“On a cumulative basis CIL’s
targeted commitment was 316
MT to power sector till 15th
October FY 2024, against which
the company’s supplies were
ahead by 3 MTs at 319 MTs. CIL
is confident of meeting the
tasked target to the power sec-
tor,” it said.

Coal is the largest source of
electricity in the country and
CIL produces over 80 per cent
of the fuel in India.

“CIL’s supplies to all con-
suming sectors were 389.3 MT
during the referred period post-
ing nine per cent growth com-
pared to 356.6 MT of same peri-
od last fiscal year,” it said.

“With no letup in the out-
put tempo, CIL’s progressive
production of 360 MTs till 15th
October FY 2024 has logged a
robust 11.6 per cent year-on-
year growth with 37.6 MT ex-
pansion in volume terms. This
growth is again higher than the
fiscal’s asking rate of around 11
per cent,” the company said.
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NDDB Dairy Services-owned
Rahuri Semen Station in

Maharashtra has got highest
mark among 55 such facilities
across India in an audit report
submitted by the government-
constituted Central Monitoring
Unit.

National Dairy Develop-
ment Board’s (NDDB) arm NDS
said in a statement that Rahuri
Semen Station has emerged first
on parameters ranging from
quality, animal genetics to health
and safety protocols.

NDS is NDDB Dairy
Services. Earlier this month,
NDS said that the CMU has sub-
mitted a technical audit report
of 55 semen stations across the
country for 2022-23 to the
Union government’s Depart-

ment of Animal Husbandry
and Dairy Development.

In the audit report, Rahuri
station was given a mark of 97
followed by 95 for Animal
Breeding Centre Salon, a NDS
station, in Uttar Pradesh.

The CMU report accorded
a total of nine semen stations a
score of 90 and above under
Grade A.

The other seven include
the two NDS stations —
Sabarmati Ashram Gaushala,
Bidaj in Gujarat and Alamadhi

Semen station in Tamil Nadu.
NDDB Chairman Meenesh

Shah, who is also the Chairman
of NDS, said “credit to this goes
to the dedication of the teams of
veterinary experts and scientists
who are working for enhancing
the productivity of the milch
animals and propagation of the
genetics of the indigenous
breeds”.

The semen stations run by
NDS adhere strictly to the qual-
ity protocols and have in-place
stringent bio-security measures

to produce disease-free semen,
he said.

NDS functions as a delivery
arm of NDDB for field opera-
tions relating to promoting
Farmer Producer Organisations
and Productivity Enhancement
Services. This includes supply of
high genetic merit semen doses,
Artificial Insemination Delivery
Services, Embryo Transfer Servi-
ces, Animal Nutrition Services
and induction and supply of
high genetic merit live animals
under the brand ‘SAG Live’.

NDS stations have close to
1,800 high genetic merit bulls of
35 breeds and together sold
over 5.2 crore semen doses dur-
ing the evaluation period 2022-
23. These stations are also active-
ly involved in In vivo and Invitro
embryo production and trans-
fers.
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Shares of Delta Corp plunged
nearly 9 per cent on Monday
after the company received a
GST notice for short payment
of tax to the tune of Rs 6,384
crore.

The stock tanked 8.79 per
cent to settle at Rs 127.70
apiece on the BSE. During the
day, it fell 11 per cent to Rs
124.60 — its 52-week low. On
the NSE, it plummeted 8.17 per
cent to end at Rs 128.55 per
piece.

On the volume front, 28.26
lakh shares of the company
were traded on the BSE and
over 2.93 crore shares were
traded on the NSE during the
day.

In another blow to the
company, Delta Corp has
received a GST notice for short
payment of tax to the tune of
Rs 6,384 crore, taking the over-

all tax demand on the firm to
over Rs 23,000 crore.

The company said that the
tax demands are arbitrary and
contrary to law, and added it
will challenge them. DGGI
(Directorate General of GST
Intelligence) Kolkata on
October 13, 2023 has served an
intimation notice on Deltatech
Gaming, a subsidiary of Delta
Corp, seeking GST of Rs
6,236.8 crore for the period
January 2018 to November
2022, the company said in a fil-
ing on Saturday.

For the period July 2017 to
October 2022, another demand
worth Rs 147.5 crore has been
served, it said.
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Prime Minister Rishi Sunak on
Monday visited a Jewish

school here and reiterated his
government’s commitment to
protect Britain’s Jews from anti-
semitic attacks amid the ongoing
Israel-Gaza conflict. 

The British Indian leader
also stressed that Israel’s opera-
tions must centre on the terror-
ist group Hamas to avoid an esca-
lation of conflict in the region. He
pointed to the spy planes
deployed by the UK to the east-
ern Mediterranean region to
monitor and prevent arms ship-
ments from landing in terrorist
hands.

“I’m determined to ensure
that our Jewish community is
able to feel safe on our streets, that
there is no place in our society for
antisemitism, and we will do
everything we can to stamp it out
and where it happens,” said
Sunak during his visit to the
Jewish school in north London.

He attended an assembly at
the secondary school before
answering a few questions from
those present.

“I stand with all of you, the
Jewish community, not just today,
tomorrow but always, and I real-
ly mean it. Like many of you, I am
different; I come from a different
background, and our society is
strongest when that diversity is
respected. There are people who
are trying to stir up hatred and
division, and I will always strive
very hard to protect that diver-
sity,” he said. “We’ve already sent
surveillance aircraft to the east-
ern Mediterranean last week.
They will be able to, as I said,
make sure that no arms ship-
ments, for example, have been
sent to other terrorist organisa-
tions in the region. That’s a prac-
tical step that we can take to help
ensure that this remains con-
tained to dealing with Hamas and
does not spread more broadly in
the region,” he added.

“Today I met students and
staff at a Jewish school in London
to show my solidarity with the
community. I am doing every-
thing in my power to keep Jewish
people in the UK safe, including
through extra @CST_UK fund-
ing,” Sunak said in a post on
social media platform X.
“Antisemitism will not stand,” he
added.
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Brussels (AP): European Union
leaders will hold an emergency
summit on Tuesday as concerns
grow that the war between
Israel and Hamas could fuel
inter-communal tensions in
Europe and bring more refugees
in search of sanctuary.

“This conflict has many
consequences, including for us
in the European Union,” EU
Council President Charles
Michel said in a video statement
announcing that he had con-
vened the virtual meeting. “The
conflict could have major secu-
rity consequences for our soci-
eties.”

Since the Palestinian mili-
tant group Hamas attacked
southern on October 7, trigger-
ing the latest Gaza war, France
has ordered a ban on pro-
Palestinian demonstrations and
the number of antisemitic acts
has risen. Low-level rallies have
been held in other EU coun-
tries. Both the the 27-nation
bloc and the United States con-
sider Hamas as a terrorist
organisation.
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Washington (AP): President
Joe Biden postponed a trip to
Colorado on Monday to stay in
Washington and focus on the
growing conflict in the Middle
East. Biden had been heading
to the Colorado district of Rep.
Lauren Boebert, where he was
to visit CS Wind, the world’s
largest facility for wind tower
manufacturing. The White
House said just a few hours
before Biden was set to take off
for the trip that it would be
rescheduled.

Instead, Biden is expected
to hold a series of high-level
meetings with aides on Israel
and the growing humanitarian
concerns in Gaza. The
Democratic president is weigh-
ing a decision to visit the region
in a powerful symbol of support
for Israel following the October
7 attack by Hamas that killed
more than 1,400 people includ-
ing at least 30 US citizens.The
decision reflects the competing
pressures for the president,
heading into an election year in
which he is trying to showcase
his domestic agenda as conflicts
abroad in Ukraine and now
Israel grow. Boebert, had

described Biden’s Inflation
Reduction Act, his signature
domestic legislation and the
source of hundreds of billions
of dollars for clean energy
incentives, as “a massive failure”
that “needs to be repealed.”

But Biden was planning to
demonstrate otherwise when he
visits CS Wind in the town of
Pueblo. The company is under-
going a USD 200 million
expansion that is expected to
create 850 jobs by 2026 with
help from the tax incentives in
the law. Pueblo is one of the
anchors of Colorado’s sprawling
3rd Congressional District,
which covers more ground
than Pennsylvania. Boebert
won her seat in 2020 and bare-
ly held on to it during the 2022
midterms. There’s maximum
chaos in Congress right now for
House Republicans, who oust-
ed Rep. Kevin McCarthy of
California as their speaker but
have been unable to settle on a
replacement. Rep. Jim Jordan of
Ohio, a prominent ally of
Donald Trump, is the current
leading candidate to replace
McCarthy, but victory for him
is uncertain.
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Martti Ahtisaari, the former
president of Finland and

global peace broker who was
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in
2008 for his work to resolve inter-
national conflicts, died Monday.
He was 86. The foundation he
created for preventing and resolv-
ing violent conflicts said in a
statement it was “deeply sad-
dened by the loss of its founder
and (former) chair of the board.”

In 2021, it was announced
that Ahtisaari had advanced
Alzheimer’s disease. It is with
great sadness that we have
received the news of the death of
President Martti Ahtisaari,”
Finnish President Sauli Niinisto
said in a statement. “He was pres-
ident in times of change, who
piloted Finland into a global EU
era.”

Niinisto described Ahtisaari
in a televised speech as “a citizen
of the world, a great Finn. A
teacher, diplomat and head of

state. A peace negotiator and a
Nobel Peace Prize laureate.”
Regular programming on
Finnish public broadcaster YLE
was interrupted for Niinisto’s
speech.

Ahtisaari helped reach peace
accords related to Serbia’s with-
drawal from Kosovo in the late
1990s, Namibia’s bid for indepen-
dence in the 1980s, and autono-
my for Aceh province in
Indonesia in 2005. He was also
involved with the Northern

Ireland peace process in the late
1990s, being tasked with moni-
toring the IRA’s disarmament
process.

“President Ahtisaari com-
mitted all his life to peace, diplo-
macy, the goodness of humani-
ty, and had an extraordinary
influence on our present and the
future,” said Kosovar President
Vjosa Osmani. “He engraved
the frame of our country, and his
name will remain forever in the
pages of the Republic of Kosovo’s
history.” When the Norwegian
Nobel Peace Committee picked
Ahtisaari in October 2008, it cited
him “for his important efforts, on
several continents and over more
than three decades, to resolve
international conflicts.”

Ahtisaari was the Nordic
country’s president for one six-
year term — from 1994 until
2000 — and later founded the
Helsinki-based Crisis
Management Initiative, aimed at
preventing and resolving violent
conflicts through informal dia-

logue and mediation. Born June
23, 1937, in the eastern town of
Viipuri, which is now in Russia,
Ahtisaari was a primary school
teacher before joining Finland’s
Foreign Ministry in 1965. He
spent about 20 years abroad, first
as ambassador to Tanzania,
Sambia and Somalia and then to
the United Nations in New York.
After that he joined the UN,
working at its New York head-
quarters, before heading the UN
operation that brought indepen-
dence to Namibia in 1990.
Ahtisaari had become deeply
involved in activities aimed at
preparing Namibians for inde-
pendence during his diplomatic
tenure in Africa in the 1970s. He
was appointed as the special
representative of Namibia by
then-UN Secretary-General Kurt
Waldheim in 1978, and is wide-
ly credited with leading the
African nation to independence
under his mandate as head of UN
peacekeeping forces there in the
late 1980s.
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Daniel Noboa has managed
to do what his father failed

at five times: Getting elected as
Ecuador’s president. And he
did it Sunday on his first
attempt, winning a runoff elec-
tion against a leftist lawyer on
the resume of a 35-year-old
who belongs to the South
American country’s elite,
which means some schooling
in the US, some entrepreneur-
ial work, some dabbling in pol-
itics.

Now, he must answer the
universal demand to make
Ecuador safe again, which vot-
ers urged on all the candidates
who originally jumped into the
race amid a surge in unprece-
dented violence tied to drug
trafficking. 

Noboa’s proposals to tack-
le the crucial issue have run the
gamut. At one point in the
campaign, he proposed turn-
ing ships into floating jails for
the most violent criminals. At

another, he simply promised
more gear for police.

Voters are increasingly
frightened by the escalation of
drug violence over the past
three years. Killings, kidnap-
pings, robberies and other
criminal activities have become
part of everyday life, leaving
Ecuadorians wondering when,
not if, they will be victims. 

And as he is getting a
truncated term, Noboa faces a
daunting task. 

“I think there would be a
very slim chance that even the
best equipped president could
reverse Ecuador’s security cri-
sis within 18 months — it’s
such a short period of time —
and neither of these candidates
was the best equipped. 

Noboa certainly not,” said
Will Freeman, a fellow on
Latin American studies at the
Council on Foreign Relations.
“His proposals on security
were erratic, and they gave the

sense that he was improvising.” 
The incoming president’s

term will run only through
May 2025, which is what
remains of the tenure of
President Guillermo Lasso. 

He cut his term short
when he dissolved the National
Assembly in May as lawmak-
ers pursued impeachment pro-
ceedings against him over
alleged improprieties in a gov-
ernment contract.

With nearly all votes
counted, electoral officials said
Noboa had just over 52%,
compared to nearly 48 per cent
for Luisa González, an ally of
exiled former President Rafael
Correa. González conceded
defeat during a speech before
supporters in which she also
urged Noboa to fulfill his cam-
paign promises.

After results showed him
victorious, Noboa thanked
Ecuadorians for believing in “a
new political project, a young
political project, an improba-
ble political project.”
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Arras (France): French
President Emmanuel Macron
was holding Monday a special
security meeting amid height-
ened alert against feared terror
threats, as a high school where
a teacher was fatally stabbed in
an attack last week has been
evacuated over a bomb alert.

Several hundreds of stu-
dents and teachers could be
seen going back into the high
school in the northern town of
Arras after what appeared to be
a false.

It comes after a teacher was
killed and three other people
wounded Friday in an attack by
a former student suspected of
Islamic radicalisation.

The prefecture of the
northern region where the
high school is located said that
“all precautionary and safety
measures” have been taken
after the bomb threat was made
via a police website. A demi-
ning team was on site.

The Louvre Museum in
Paris and Versailles Palace
evacuated visitors and staff
Saturday after receiving bomb
threats.

Macron cut short travel
plans abroad to hold a securi-
ty meeting at midday with the
prime minister and other key
government members as well
as top military and counterter-
rorism officials. Macron was
initially planned to attend a
summit on the Western
Balkans in Tirana, Albania.

Education Minister Gabriel
Attal said 168 bomb threats in
French schools have been
reported since the beginning of
September. “This is inadmissi-
ble and unacceptable,” he said.

The French government
heightened the national threat
alert and ordered up to 7,000
soldiers to be deployed by
Monday night and until further
notice to bolster security and
vigilance around France.

Schoolchildren and educa-
tors were to hold a moment of
silence in all French schools on
Monday afternoon in homage
to the teacher who was fatally
stabbed in Friday’s attack. AP
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A71-year-old Illinois man
accused of fatally stabbing a

6-year-old boy and seriously
wounding a 32-year-old woman
was charged with a hate crime
Sunday. Police allege he singled
out the victims because of their
Islamic faith and as a response to
the war between Israel and
Hamas.

In recent days, police in
U.S. cities and federal authorities
have been on high alert for vio-
lence driven by antisemitic or
Islamophobic sentiments. FBI
officials, along with Jewish and
Muslim groups, have reported an
increase of hateful and threaten-
ing rhetoric.

In the Chicago-area case,
officers found the woman and
boy late Saturday morning at a
home in an unincorporated area
of Plainfield Township, about 40
miles (65 kilometers) southwest
of Chicago, the Will County
Sheriff ’s Office said in a state-
ment on social media. 

The boy was pronounced
dead at a hospital. The woman
had multiple stab wounds and
was expected to survive, accord-

ing to the statement. An autop-
sy on the child showed he had
been stabbed dozens of times. 

“Detectives were able to
determine that both victims in
this brutal attack were targeted
by the suspect due to them
being Muslim and the on-going
Middle Eastern conflict involv-
ing Hamas and the Israelis,” the
sheriff ’s statement said.
According to the Will County
sheriff ’s office, the woman had
called 911 to report that her land-
lord had attacked her with a
knife, adding she then ran into
a bathroom and continued to
fight him off.

The man suspected in the
attack was found Saturday out-
side the home and “sitting
upright outside on the ground
near the driveway of the resi-
dence” with a cut on his fore-
head, authorities said.

Joseph M. Czuba of
Plainfield was charged with first-
degree murder, attempted first-
degree murder, two counts of
hate crimes and aggravated bat-
tery with a deadly weapon,
according to the sheriff ’s office.
He was in custody Sunday and
awaiting a court appearance.

Attempts to reach Czuba or
a family member were unsuc-
cessful Sunday. His home phone
number was unlisted. Messages
left for possible relatives in online
records and on social media were
not immediately returned. The
sheriff ’s office and county pub-
lic defender’s office did not
immediately return messages
about Czuba’s legal representa-
tion.

Authorities did not release
the names of the two victims.

But the boy’s paternal uncle,
Yousef Hannon, spoke at a news
conference Sunday hosted by the
Chicago chapter Council on
American-Islamic Relations.
There the boy was identified as
Wadea Al-Fayoume, a
Palestinian American boy who
recently had turned 6. The orga-
nization identified the other vic-
tim as the boy’s mother. 

“We are not animals, we are
humans. We want people to see
us as humans, to feel us as
humans, to deal with us as
humans, because this is what we
are,” said Hannon, a Palestinian
American who emigrated to the
US in 1999 to work, including as
a public school teacher. 
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United Nations (PTI): The UN
agency for Palestinian refugees
on Monday said it has sent an
advance team to Egypt to pre-
pare for a possible opening of a
corridor to bring humanitarian
aid supplies into the Gaza Strip
amidst Israeli bombardment that
has displaced over one million
people in the Hamas-ruled
region.

The UN Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees in
the Near East (UNRWA) said
that heavy Israeli Forces’ bom-
bardments of the Gaza Strip have
continued, from the air, sea and
land, and civilians continue to
flee to the southern areas follow-
ing Israel’s warning on Friday to
evacuate northern areas.

With Gaza running out of
water, food, fuel and essential
medicines, UNRWA said it has
sent an advance team to Egypt
to prepare for the possible open-
ing of a humanitarian corridor
to bring humanitarian aid sup-
plies into the Strip.

Advocacy continues at the
highest levels for humanitarian
access for pre-positioned critical
supplies to cross into Gaza
through Rafah, including food,
water, medical supplies, fuel and
non-food items.

In a situation report by
UNRWA on the Gaza Strip and
the West Bank, the agency said
people across Gaza have severe-
ly limited access to clean drink-
ing water. As a last resort, peo-
ple are consuming brackish
water from agricultural wells,
“triggering serious concerns over
the spread of waterborne dis-
eases.” UNRWA in Gaza found
some water in local shops, but
rations are still down to one litre
of water per person per day for
the UNRWA teams in the Rafah
logistics base to cover drinking
and all other needs.  UNRWA
said while it continues to run its
operations in the West Bank,
including schools and health
centres, and waste collection in
refugee camps, its staff continues
to face severe access and move-
ment restrictions, due to closures,
checkpoints and road blockages
by the Israeli Forces. UNRWA
staff are unable to travel to their
place of work unless it is in the
immediate vicinity.

For the fifth consecutive
day, Gaza has had no electricity,
pushing vital services, including
health, water and sanitation to
the brink of collapse, and wors-
ening food insecurity, UNRWA
said. 
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Six months of war between
Sudan’s military and a pow-

erful paramilitary group has
killed up to 9,000 people and
created “one of the worst
humanitarian nightmares in
recent history,” the United
Nations humanitarian chief said
Sunday.

Sudan has been engulfed in
chaos since mid-April, when
simmering tensions between
military chief Gen. Abdel-Fattah
Burhan and the commander of
the paramilitary Rapid Support
Forces, Gen. Mohamed
Hamdan Dagalo, exploded into
open warfare.

“For six months, civilians ...
have known no respite from
bloodshed and terror,” UN
Undersecretary-General Martin
Griffiths said in a statement
marking the six-month anniver-
sary of the war. “Horrific reports
of rape and sexual violence con-
tinue to emerge.”

The fighting initially cen-
tred in Khartoum, but quickly
spread to other areas across the
east African nation, including
the already conflict-wrecked
western Darfur region.

Griffiths said the fighting
reportedly killed up to 9,000 and
forced millions of people out of
their homes, either to safer areas
inside Sudan or in neighbouring
countries.

He said the conflict led to
“communities torn apart.
Vulnerable people with no
access to life-saving aid.
Mounting humanitarian needs
in the neighbouring countries
where millions have fled.”

According to the UN migra-
tion agency, more than 4.5 mil-
lion people were displaced inside
Sudan, while over 1.2 million
others sought refuge in neigh-
bouring countries. The fighting
also left 25 million people —
more than half of the country’s
population — in need of
humanitarian aid, Griffiths said.
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Athens (AP): Two men report-
ed missing after a migrant
dinghy sank off the coast of an
eastern Greek island Monday
were found alive, Greece’s coast
guard said, bringing the total
number of survivors to 10.

The bodies of a woman
and two men had been recov-
ered earlier from the sea after
the dinghy sank overnight off
the coast of the small island of
Symi, which lies near
Turkiye.Survivors told author-
ities the boat had been carry-
ing a total of 13 people.
Although no further people
were reported to be missing,
the coast guard said it would
continue a search and rescue
operation in the area for sever-
al hours as a precaution until all
survivors had completed their
testimonies. The nationalities
of those on board were not
immediately known.
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The lawyer representing 184
former Facebook content

moderators based in Kenya who
sued the site’s parent company,
Meta, over working conditions
and pay told the judge Monday
that Meta has not been sincere
in trying to reach an out-of-court
settlement as agreed in the last
court session.

Lawyer Mercy Mutemi said
the talks had collapsed and the
former moderators want to pro-
ceed with a contempt of court
case against Meta.

“The petitioners gave it their
best effort. They attended every
mediation. The respondents
asked for information which we
gave them. They kept saying they
would get back to us by a certain
date but only got back to us at the
end of last week with a very small
amount that cannot even take

care of the petitioners’ mental
health,” she told the court. She
described Meta as “not genuine”.
The moderators were employed
via Sama, a San Francisco sub-
contractor that describes itself as
an ethical AI company, to work
in its hub in the capital, Nairobi.
Their job entailed screening
user content in 12 African lan-
guages and removing any
uploads deemed to breach
Facebook’s community stan-
dards and terms of service. Some
of the petitioners have told The
Associated Press that their job
required them to watch horrif-
ic content for eight hours a day
that overwhelmed many of them
while being paid 60,000 Kenyan
shillings, or $414 a month. They
accused Sama of doing little to
ensure post-traumatic profes-
sional counselling was offered.
They are seeking $1.6 billion in
compensation.  Meta and Sama

lawyers told the court they
thought the mediation was mak-
ing good progress, with long
hours involved, until the mod-
erators’ lawyer wrote to them in
protest.

Justice Nduma Nderi said
the failed talk were a “missed
opportunity” to find a balance
between the parties involved as
opposed to the court issuing an
order. The parties will now
appear at a hearing on Oct 31 on
the moderators’ application to
find Meta and Sama in contempt
of court. The lawsuit is the first
known court challenge of its kind
against Facebook outside the
United States. In 2020, Facebook
agreed to pay $52 million to US
content moderators who filed a
class action lawsuit after they
were repeatedly exposed to
beheadings, child and sexual
abuse, animal cruelty, terrorism
and other disturbing content.
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Leaders of emerging market
countries are arriving in

Beijing for a meeting organ-
ised by the Chinese govern-
ment that will mark the 10th
anniversary of its Belt and
Road Initiative.

More than a dozen lead-
ers from Africa, Asia and the
Mideast were flying into
Beijing on Monday, following
the arrivals of Chilean
President Gabriel Boric and
Hungarian Prime Minister
Viktor Orbán on Sunday.
Others are coming on
Tuesday.

Under the Belt and Road
Initiative, a signature policy of
President Xi Jinping, Chinese
companies have built ports,
roads, railways, power plants
and other infrastructure
around the world in a bid to
boost trade and economic
growth.

But the massive Chinese

development loans that fund-
ed the projects have also bur-
dened some poorer countries
with heavy debts.

A flurry of diplomacy is
expected on the sidelines of
the third Belt and Road
Forum, whose main events are
on Wednesday. Orbán met
with Xi and Premier Li Qiang,
Hungary’s state news agency
MTI said.

The forums also were held
in 2017 and 2019.

Kenyan President William
Ruto will be seeking addition-
al loans for stalled road pro-
jects despite the country’s
already high public debt, and
an easing of the repayment of
a Chinese loan for a railway
project that has not proven
commercially viable.

Russian President
Vladimir Putin is expected to
attend the forum, as are rep-
resentatives of the Taliban
government in Afghanistan.
Putin downplayed the idea

that China, through its Belt
and Road projects in Central
Asia, is competing for influ-
ence in a region that Russia
has long considered its back-
yard.

“Our own ideas on the
development of the Eurasian
Economic Union, for example,
on the construction of a
Greater Eurasia, fully coincide
with the Chinese ideas pro-
posed within the framework
of the Belt  and Road
Initiative,” he told Chinese
state broadcaster CCTV,
according to a transcript post-
ed on the Kremlin website.

The leaders who arrived
on Monday included
Ethiopian Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed, Sri Lankan
President Ranil
Wickremesinghe, Republic of
Congo President Denis Sassou
Nguesso, Papua New Guinean
Prime Minister James Marape
and Cambodian Prime
Minister Hun Manet.
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Lionel Messi's involvement
in a 1-0 win over Paraguay
last week doesn't necessar-

ily mean he'll be fit for Argen-
tina's next game in World Cup
qualifying against Peru.

Messi played most of the
second half against Paraguay last
Thursday despite struggling
with muscular pains in the
weeks leading up to the game.

But there's no certainty he'll
play against Peru on Tuesday
despite practicing with the
squad.

Meanwhile in Brazil, Ney-
mar is under fire for his lacklus-
ter performance in a 1-1 draw
against Venezuela last week that
ended with some fans throwing
popcorn at the Arena Pantanal
in Cuiabá. He will have a tough
challenge at Uruguay to show he
is back in form.

The next World Cup in the
United States, Mexico and
Canada is expanding to a 48-
team format, meaning direct
entry to the top six teams in
South America. The seventh-
place team will contest an inter-
continental playoff for a berth.

World Cup winner Argen-
tina leads continental qualifying
with 9 points, followed by Brazil
(7), Colombia (5), Uruguay,
Chile and Venezuela (4),
Ecuador (3), Paraguay and Peru
(1), and Bolivia (0).

The fourth match day in
South American qualifying also
features Ecuador against
Colombia, Paraguay against
Bolivia and Venezuela taking on
Chile.

PERU vs. ARGENTINA
Argentina's practice on

Sunday didn't show whether the
36-year-old Messi will play
against Peru. He took part of the
morning session at his national
team's training ground, but has

recently felt muscular pains in
his right leg that have sidelined
him for several MLS matches for
his club, Inter Miami.

If Messi plays at Peru, coach
Lionel Scaloni might have to
remove either Julián Alvarez or
Lautaro Martinez from the line-
up that beat Paraguay. Keeping
the captain in the starting line-
up will likely mean Argentina
playing Nico Gonzalez again in
Lima.

Messi substituted Julián
Álvarez in the 52nd minute

against Paraguay, when
Argentina was already in the
lead. He hit the post twice, but
had a low key performance
overall at the Monumental de
Nuñez Stadium in Buenos Aires.

Peru has lost its latest two
qualifying matches in South
American qualifying. The squad
arrived in silence shortly before
dawn so no fans could be at the
airport protesting after its 2-0
loss at Chile. Players and coach
Juan Reynoso know they will
face a much tougher challenge

against the World Cup champi-
on.

"May this defeat today suit
us for what is coming," Reynoso
said in a news conference after
the match in Santiago. "You
don't qualify by playing beauti-
ful soccer, you do it by playing
well. For us to do that, we need
to be a chamaleonic team that
adapts to various cirumstances."

URUGUAY vs. BRAZIL
Brazil fans were frustrated

with the draw against Venezuela,

a team that has never qualified
to a World Cup. The 31-year-old
Neymar was the team's most
criticized player after that
encounter because of several
missed passes and floppy finish-
es.

The Al-Hilal striker was
filmed leaving the pitch in anger
as some fans threw popcorn at
him. Brazil's soccer tradition
calls "pipoqueiro" (popcorn
man) the players who fail to
deliver in big matches. He is like-
ly to face Uruguay at the
Centenario Stadium in
Montevideo on Tuesday.

Neymar is Brazil's all-time
top goal scorer with 79 goals in
official matches.

Brazil's new coach Fer-
nando Diniz, who was also crit-
icized after the draw with
Venezuela, is likely to make
three changes for the next round
of qualifying. 

Right-back Danilo is
injured, and is set to be replaced
by Yan Couto. Left-back
Guilherme Arana is expected to
be replaced with the 24-year-old
Carlos Augusto, who will make
his national team debut. And
striker Richarlison, on a six-
match goal drought for the
national team, could lose his
position to Gabriel Jesus.

Uruguay has not beaten
Brazil in World Cup qualifying
since 2001. Captain Federico
Valverde is optimistic about the
match after a 2-2 draw at
Colombia. He said he and Real
Madrid teammates Vinicius
Júnior and Rodrygo of Brazil
have spent weeks talking about
the encounter.

"We could have gotten a bet-
ter result, but at least we returned
with one point, which always
suits us," Valverde said of the
draw. Uruguay has been coached
by Argentine Marcelo Bielsa
since the start of South Ameri-
can qualifying.
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Gavi's winning goal for Spain
against Norway in a Euro-

pean Championship qualifier on
Sunday will likely have been
cheered as wildly in Glasgow as
it was in Madrid.

The Barcelona midfielder's
strike at Ullevaal Stadium in
Oslo secured a 1-0 win that
means both Spain and Scotland
have qualified for Euro 2024.

Gavi's goal came in the
49th minute and ensured the
three-time European champions
will be at next year's tournament
in Germany when they will be
among the favorites to lift the
trophy for the first time since
2012.

Scotland might not harbor
realistic ambitions of winning
Euro 2024, but it has arguably
exceeded expectations by qual-
ifying from Group A. Indeed,
until losing to Spain on Thurs-
day, the Scots had made a 100%
start to qualifying.

Scotland has now qualified
for back-to-back Euros, having

failed to reach the finals from
2000-2016. In Germany it will be
aiming to advance from the
group stages for the first time in
its history.

Turkey also qualified with a
4-0 win against Latvia at the
Konya Metropolitan Munici-
pality Stadium, while Croatia
made it back-to-back losses in
Group D after a surprise 2-1
defeat to Wales.

CROATIA STRUGGLES
Less than a year after a

third-place finish at the World
Cup in Qatar, Croatia is making
hard work of qualification for
the European Championship. 

The Croatians went into
this latest batch of qualifiers atop
Group D, with the chance to put
daylight between them and
Turkey. But a 1-0 loss to Turkey
on Thursday has now been fol-
lowed by defeat to Wales.

Even with stars like Luka
Modric, Josko Gvardiol and
Marcelo Brozovic in the team,
Croatia was trailing 2-0 to goals
from Harry Wilson in each

half. Mario Pasalic halved the
deficit, but it wasn't enough to
spark a comeback. Wales moved
up to second in the group ahead
of Croatia in third, with both
teams on 10 points.

Yunus Akgun set Turkey on
course for victory against Latvia,
with substitute Cenk Tosun
scoring two and Kerem Aktur-
koglu also grabbing a goal.

ALBANIA WAITS
Four teams are separated by

four points in Group E as results
on Sunday meant Albania was
left waiting to seal qualification.

Czech Republic's 1-0 win
against Faroe Islands leaves it
two points behind leader
Albania in second place.

Poland drew 1-1 with
Moldova to leave those teams
three points and four points off
the top respectively.

Romania is top of Group I
after a 4-0 win against Andorra
- ahead of second-place
Switzerland, which needed goals
in the 89th and 90th minutes to
draw 3-3 with Belarus.
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Spain coach Luis de la Fuente
has found a way to turn the

doubters into supporters.
Nearly a year after he was

appointed amid a wave of skep-
ticism, De la Fuente now has
widespread backing at the helm
of La Roja, having turned Spain
into a contender again and
comfortably securing the team
a spot in the 2024 European
Championship.

Spain qualified for next
year's tournament in Germany
on Sunday with a 1-0 win at
Norway — the team's sixth
straight triumph since a loss at
Scotland in March had left De
la Fuente under pressure just two
games into his stint.

"We are always learning," De
la Fuente said. "At that moment
the analysis was different than it
is now. We've just reached an
important objective and we
have to keep working and learn-
ing. We recognize what was
done well, but we know there are
still things to improve."

The 62-year-old De la
Fuente replaced Luis Enrique
after the team's loss to Morocco
in the round of 16 of the Wor-
ld Cup in Qatar. He was then rel-
atively unknown in Spain after
spending years coaching the
nation's youth squads.

His first match in charge
was a home win in a qualifier
against Norway in which Spain
struggled from the start, and the
subsequent loss to Scotland put

De la Fuente on the hot seat early
on. Many didn't think he had the
experience to take charge of the
national team at the time.

But after the slow start, De
la Fuente also helped Spain win
the Nations League with victo-
ries over Italy in the semifinals
and Croatia in a penalty
shootout in the final. Spain
then routed Georgia 7-1 and
Cyprus 6-0 in qualifiers, and
defeated Scotland 2-0 at home
last week before securing its spot
at Euro 2024 against Erling
Haaland's Norway on Sunday.

"I'm happy with the work
that we've done," De la Fuente
said. "When you achieve some-
thing like this, things must have
been done right. But in soccer
one day you are up and the other
you are down again, so we have
to stay balanced. I'm happy
now, but I also stayed composed
in the tougher moments."

De la Fuente put Spain back
on track in part by betting on the
talent of some younger players.
He kept players like Gavi, Ansu
Fati and Pedri - who played at
the World Cup - and brought in
others such as 16-year-old
Lamine Yamal, the Barcelona
sensation.

His experience with the
nation's youth squads proved
important, and he now has his
job secured for a while.

"We have a team for the
future, it's what I'm most excit-
ed about," he said. "We worked
hard to be where we are and we
deserve it.
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Brooks Koepka held it together at the end for a 2-
under 68 and defended his title at LIV Golf-Jeddah

with a birdie on the second playoff hole to beat Talor
Gooch on a day when both had reason to celebrate.

Koepka had to birdie two of his last three holes
to finish at 14-under 196 and tie with Gooch, who
closed with a 62. With his playoff loss, Gooch moved
past Cameron Smith and won the season points title
and the $18 million bonus.

Koepka not only won $4 million from the tour-
nament, his victory bumped Bryson DeChambeau out
of the top three in the season standings. Koepka picked
up an additional $4 million for finishing third in the
points race.

DeChambeau fell back Sunday with a 70. Smith
had a 66 and tied for 24th.

The LIV Golf League wraps up its second season
next week at Doral in South Florida with the team
championship.

Koepka ends his year with two LIV Golf titles,
along with his fifth major at the PGA Championship.
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Tom Kim now has something in
common with Byron Nelson as

the only players to have won the
same PGA Tour event twice in the
same season.

Kim successfully defended his
title Sunday in the Shriners
Children's Open when he closed
with a 5-under 66 to emerge from
a pack of a dozen players who had
a chance in the final hour. Kim
wound up winning by one shot over
Adam Hadwin, who birded the
final hole for a 67.

Kim now has three PGA Tour
titles in the last 15 months, at 21 the
youngest player since Tiger Woods
in 1997 to have three tour wins.

"I really felt confident in
myself," Kim said. "I knew that if I
did me I was going to be able to do
it. I'm stoked to get this one."

He won in Las Vegas a year ago,
beating Patrick Cantlay in a play-

off at the TPC Summerlin, when
the Shiners Children's Open was
early in the season. Now, the Las
Vegas event is still part of the same
season because the PGA Tour goes
to a calendar season starting in
2024.

Nelson won the San Francisco
Open in January 1944, and the
same tournament in December of
1944, both times at Harding Park.
This one was up for grabs until Kim
seized control on the par-5 16th.

With an hour left in the tour-
nament, there was a six-way tie for
the lead and 12 players were sepa-
rated by a single shot. The key
stretch at the TPC Summerlin was
holes No. 13 through No. 16, which
ranked as four of the five easiest
holes in the final round.

Taylor Pendrith was tied for the
lead with a birdie on the 13th, but
had to settle for pars the rest of that
stretch. K.H. Lee made all pars.

Then, it became a two-man

race between Kim and Hadwin,
playing in the final group with Kim
holding a one-shot advantage.

Both birdied the 13th, Hadwin
with a 35-foot birdie putt that
rimmed all the way around the cup
before dropping. Both birdied the
reachable par-4 15th, Kim with a
tough up-and-down and birdie
putt from 12 feet, Hadwin narrow-
ly missing a 25-foot eagle attempt.

It turned on the par-5 16th.
Kim hit to the fat of the green in
two, 50 feet away for eagle. Hadwin
knew he missed his shot right after
contact and it came up well short
and into the water. Hadwin missed
a 6-foot par putt after his penalty
drop, and Kim three-putted - he
had to make a 5-footer on his third
one - for par.

"I completely whiffed it, up and
out of it, and unfortunately one of
my worst swings of the day at the
least opportune time," Hadwin
said.

"I feel like you dump it in the
water there on 16, and I certainly
by no means gave the tournament,
but I would have liked to have hit
a more quality golf shot and put a
little bit more pressure on Tom
coming down the stretch."

That gave Kim a two-shot lead
with two to play, and he closed with
solid pars. Kim finished at 20-under
264.

Eric Cole boosted his bid to be
PGA Tour rookie of the year by
closing with a 62 to finish two
behind, along with Alex Noren (65),
J.T. Poston (66) and Pendrith (67).
Pendrith came into Las Vegas at No.
123 in the FedEx Cup and was pro-
jected to move to No. 90, all but
assuring a full card for 2024.

Ludvig Aberg, who made his
Ryder Cup debut two weeks ago,
also shot 62 and tied for 13th.

Kim, born in South Korea and
raised primarily in Australia, won
for the first time in 2023. He had a
hot run last summer that included
victories in the Wyndham
Championship and in Las Vegas,
followed by a dynamic debut in the
Presidents Cup.

But he said he felt the pressure
to live up to the expectations, and
it turned this year into a grind. He
was a distant runner-up in the
British Open, though he injured his
ankle during the week that kept him
from defending his title in the
Wyndham Championship.

"It's been a grind trying to fig-
ure it out," Kim said. "My first full
season, trying to live up to expec-
tations of a great year. It's been hum-
bling sometimes."

The victory moves Kim to No.
11 in the world ranking.

Isaiah Salinda, who got into Las
Vegas as a Monday qualifier, had a
63-67 weekend and tied for seventh,
which gets him into the next full
PGA Tour event Nov.
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Pampling said. "It was a long day. We
knew what we were going to be in for.
Just eat the food, take your time.
Thankfully, it wasn't too quick out
there."

Pampling had a one-shot lead
over Alker, Paul Broadhurst and
Vijay Singh when the second round
was finished. Singh and Broadhurst
fell back early in the final round, and
Pampling had three birdies in a four-
hole stretch around the turn to seize
control. 

"We've been working hard,"
Pampling said. "We got rid of our bad

stuff about a month-and-a-half ago.
Been closer and closer and this week
it was just a great ball-striking week,
putting well, everything. It's a great
feeling to win again."

Ernie Els had a 68 and tied for
third with Mario Tiziani, who closed
with a 65.

Tiziani, the brother-in-law of
Stricker, split time this year playing on
the PGA Tour Champions, managing
his wife's brother and occasionally
caddying for Stricker. He made it to
the postseason for the second straight
year.
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Rod Pampling of Australia had to
play 33 holes Sunday in the rain-

delayed SAS Championship and it
was worth ever step when he fin-
ished off a 68 and then closed with
a 5-under 67 for his second career
PGA Tour Champions title.

The SAS Championship was the
final tournament before the Charles
Schwab Cup playoffs begin for the top
72 players. Pampling's victory moved
him up 13 spots to No. 17.

David Duval shot 71 and tied for

11th, just enough for him to move up
seven spots and finish at No. 71 in the
Schwab Cup to qualify for the post-
season.

Pampling finished with a bogey
for a two-shot victory over Steven
Alker, who moved up to No. 2 in the
standings behind Steve Stricker.

The Australian finished off 15
holes of the second round in the
morning with back-to-back birdies,
and then he played bogey-free in the
final round until the end, when it only
affected his margin of victory.

"I just walked as slow as I could,"
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Jordan Thompson upset ninth-ranked Alexander
Zverev 6-3, 6-4 in the opening round of the

Japan Open on Monday for his second win over
a top-10 opponent this season.

The 29-year-old Australian saved four of the
five break points he faced to claim his first career
win over Zverev after losing their only previous
meeting six years ago. He also beat seventh-ranked
Stefanos Tsitsipas at Indian Wells in March. 

"I fought off 0-40 first game and I really got
into the match after that," the 60th-ranked
Thompson said. "But I held on, I was playing an
unpredictable style of tennis, and I think he did-
n't handle it that well in the first set and adapted
in the second. But I somehow hung around."

Thompson will next play either Shanghai

Masters semifinalist Ben Shelton or qualifier Taro
Daniel. 

The other three Australians in action Monday
all lost as eighth-seeded Felix Auger-Aliassime
defeated Aleksander Vukic 7-6 (3), 6-7 (2), 6-2,
while Mackenzie McDonald beat Max Purcell 7-
5, 6-4 and Sebastian Ofner outlasted Christopher
O'Connell 6-7 (2), 7-6 (5), 7-5. 

Fifth-seeded Tommy Paul plays Daniel
Altmaier in a late match. Top-seeded Taylor Fritz
plays his first-round match against Cameron
Norrie on Tuesday, while second-seeded Casper
Ruud meets wild-card entry Yosuke Watanuki.

Shanghai Masters winner Hubert Hurkacz is
also in the draw. He opens against Zhang
Zhizhen on Wednesday.

JIANGXI OPEN
Tour veteran Vera Zvonareva beat Arianne

Hatano 6-1, 6-2 in her opening match of the
Jiangxi Open.

The 39-year-old Zvonareva, who made her
tour debut in 2000, broke her 166th-ranked oppo-
nent's serve six times as she cruised to victory in
61 minutes. Zvonareva next plays fifth-seeded Zhu
Lin or Diana Shnaider. 

Also, eighth-seeded Sara Sorribes Tormo beat
wild-card entry Jiang Xinyu 6-4, 6-0. The
Spaniard will next play Camila Osorio, who beat
Ma Ye-Xin 6-1, 6-0.
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Star Indian shuttler HS
Prannoy has pulled out of the

Denmark Open Super 750 tour-
nament due to a back injury that
troubled him during his maid-
en bronze medal-winning run
at the recently-concluded Asian
Games.

The 31-year-old Indian had
battled excruciating back pain
to secure India's first medal in
men's singles in 41 years at
Hangzhou but now he will have
to sit out for two to three weeks
due to the injury.

"We are not looking at play-
ing any tournament this month.
Something also came up in the
MRI as well, so I will have to be
out for 2-3 weeks, so I will not
be able to play Denmark and
France," Prannoy told PTI.

"I will need to rest and then
start with rehab."

In his absence, India's
charge will be led by Lakshya
Sen, who will be back on the

court after playing a vital role in
India's first-ever silver medal in
men's team event at the Asian
Games.

World No. 15 Sen, who re-
mained unbeaten at the Asian
Games, will open against
Thailand's Kantaphon Wang-

charoen and is likely to meet
sixth seed Shi Yuqi of China in
the second round.

Two-time Olympic medal-
list PV Sindhu too will look for
a good outing after a semifinal
finish at the Arctic Open last
week. She will be up against

Scotland's Kirsty Gilmour.
World No. 20 Kidambi

Srikanth, who is also desperate-
ly looking to accumulate rank-
ing points to make the cut for
the Paris Olympics, will take on
China's Weng Hong Yang in his
opening game.

It is going to be a tricky
affair for the former world No.
1, who has blown hot and cold
throughout the season.

Priyanshu Rajawat, cur-
rently ranked No. 30 in the
world, will also have his task
cut out as he faces world No. 14
Lee Zii Jia, who is brimming
with confidence following his
title-winning run in the Arctic
Open.

Newly-crowned world No.
1 pair of Satwiksairaj Ran-
kireddy and Chirag Shetty, who
claimed an epic gold at Hang-
zhou, is pitted against Malaysia's
Ong Yew Sin and Teo Ee Yi.

MR Arjun and Dhruv
Kapila will also miss out after
the former suffered a back
injury at Hangzhou.

The women's pairing of
Treesa Jolly and Gayatri
Gopichand, however, will be
back on the court after the Asian
Games and will take on
Thailand's Benyapa Aimsaard
and Nuntakarn Aimsaard.

��*����	������ 	���������	-��
	6��
��"	���	F�����	G��
% " � ! # $ � % # " $

�1���&1���:����� �2)3���

Australia ticked most of
the boxes, barring bat-
ting failures of their top

batsmen, as they registered
their maiden victory in this
World Cup, edging Sri Lanka
by five wickets at Bharat Ratna
Atal Bihari Vajpayee Ekana
Stadium here on Monday.

Spirited performances by
leg-spinner Adam Zampa,
skipper Pat Cummins along
with Mitchell Marsh and Josh
Inglish pushed Australia to a
not-so-convincing win.

With this win, Australia
moved to the eighth spot on the
points table while Sri Lanka are
now placed at the ninth spot.

The Kangaroos’ innings
began on an explosive note
with Marsh cracking the
boundary on the very first
ball. However, two quick wick-
ets by Dilshan Madushanaka
reduced the Aussies to 2/24 in
3.1 overs. Madushanka
removed David Warner and
Steve Smith by trapping both of
them in front of the wickets.
After that Marnuc
Labuschagne (40), Josh Inglish
(58), Glenn Maxwell (31) and
Marcus Stoinis (20) romped
Australia home in 35.2 overs.

Earlier, leg-spinner Adam
Zampa finally found the form
to give the Australian skipper
a breather as the Kangaroos
bundled out Sri Lanka for 209

runs in 43.3 overs, despite the
opening partnership of 125
runs between Pathum Nissanka
(61) and Kusal Perera (78).

The Australians, who
dropped five catches against the
Proteas, were looking charged
in the field on Monday, espe-
cially David Warner, who
grabbed two stunners to send
Nissanka and Sri Lankan skip-
per Kusal Mendis back to the

pavilion.
Australian captain Pat

Cummins led from the front to
push his teammates to stage a
fightback by breaking the
opening partnership.

Cummins dug in one short
and Nissanka played a mist-
imed pull which Warner con-
verted into a catch by sliding
under the ball. Cummins then
sent Perera back to the pavilion.

In the next over, Kusal
Mendis (9) attempted a sweep
off Zampa and Warner grabbed
another spectacular catch, run-
ning around 25 metres from
deep mid-wicket and complet-
ing the catch with a dive. Sri
Lanka were reduced to 3/165
from 0/125.

After that Zamba trapped
Sadeera Samarawickrama (8),
Chamika Karunaratne (2) and

Maheesh Theekshana (0) in
front of the wickets with his
impeccable line and length.

The wickets of Dhananjaya
de Silva (7) and Dunith
Wellalage (2) ended all hopes
that Sri Lanka had. Mitchell
Starc clean bowled de Silva
while Cummins got Wellalage
run out. Wellalage pushed the
ball to mid-off and immediate-
ly ran to sneak a single but
Cummins picked up the ball in
one go and broke the stumps.

Glenn Maxwell then fin-
ished off the Sri Lankan innings
as Charith Asalanka (25) was
caught by Marnus Labuschagne
in the deep before Stac cleaned
up Lahiru Kumara (4).

WARNER WINS
HEARTS:  David Warner
probably is the most loving
Australian player in India. His
social media reels on Indian
film songs are instant hits. He
could be seen doing ‘Pushpa’
movie hook steps at Chennai
against India and the video has
already been viewed by mil-
lions.

During the match between
Australia and Sri Lanka at
Ekana Stadium in Lucknow,
Warner did this heart-win-
ning act, instantly winning
fans' hearts.

When rain hit the match in
the 33rd over, the match had to
be stopped for some time.
Warner helped the ground staff
by pulling the covers.
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For long, cricket remained a
statistical global sport sans a

true global footing. A solid fan
base of 2.5 billion and an ever-
swelling TV revenue formed its
axis to be labelled as a sport with
a worldwide appeal, second
only to football. 

However, in reality, all of it
is parked in the Commonwealth
countries and even among them
India alone helm around 70 per-
cent, if not more, of those num-
bers.

But now, all this could
change as cricket, in its T20
avatar, has made its re-entry into
the Olympic fold through the
2028 edition at Los Angeles, and
it is a mutually beneficial asso-
ciation from sporting and com-
mercial angles. 

From a sporting perspective,
the Olympics provides an
unmatchable platform for crick-
et, perhaps even bigger than a
World Cup. 

Standing on the podium
wearing an Olympic medal
around the neck is an
unmatched feeling for any
sportsperson, as it is a reveren-
tially warm handshake with his-
tory that dates back to 1896. 

"It is an excellent piece of
news for cricket to be part of the
Olympics. It will certainly add to
the global image of cricket," says
Keith Joseph, president of the
Caribbean Association of
National Olympic Committees
(CANOC), who gave a strong
backing to ICC's efforts to get
cricket included in the LA
Olympics. 

"T20 provides an excellent
platform too in terms of dura-
tion and connection with
younger audiences. That USA
will be co-hosting the T20 World
Cup in 2024 will also work as a
very good precursor to cricket
ahead of the Olympics," he
points out. 

However, expecting cricket
to match the universal appeal of
football, something the sport
always cherished, just because of
an Olympic appearance is quite
naïve. 

Sample this: The ICC men's
T20 ranking list features 87
nations in the men's section and
66 in the women's segment. But
the FIFA ranking list touches
207 men's teams and 186
women's outfits, the numbers
reveal the vast gulf between the
two sports. 

Of course, this is not to deny
that the T20 format has helped
cricket to reach some hitherto

unexplored corners of Africa,
Europe and Latin America. 

"Yes, it is a good first step to
take cricket to a global audience.
As the USA is a big market and
there is a strong presence of sub-
continent crowd. But as of now,
it has been included only in Los
Angeles, and hopefully it will fig-
ure in Brisbane as well (in
2032). 

"It is important because
Australia is a traditional crick-
eting nation, and being able to
play there will be a big boost to
the sport. It may even open
doors to cricket being a perma-
nent Olympic sport," opines a
veteran BCCI administrator. 

However, cricket had to
leap over several self-imposed
hurdles to make its return to the
Olympics. 

Both the officials and play-
ers did not want to follow sev-
eral clauses, especially the one
pertaining to their whereabouts
that is mandatory for random
dope testing, laid out by the IOC,
IOA, WADA etc. 

England, the champion side
when cricket was last staged in
the Olympics in 1900, was
another country which was ini-
tially reluctant to take this
plunge. 

"Yes, there were some diffi-
culties in reaching an under-
standing for some time over cer-
tain issues such as the where-
abouts clause. 

"However, most important-
ly, the BCCI and ICC and few
other boards have found a com-
mon ground to take cricket to a
global stage," said the adminis-
trator. 

Beyond the sporting field,
the IOA also might have thought
about the crowd-pulling power
of cricket, especially in the USA,
a country with a large Asian
diaspora. 

An industry insider, whom
PTI contacted, said the million
eyeballs that cricket ensures will
have a massive influence on the
purchase of broadcasting rights
of the LA Olympics. 

"It is great news (cricket in
Olympics) if you are a business-
person. America has a large sec-
tion of Asian expats, who are
crazy about cricket and they will
fill the stadium and of course
will follow the game on TV or
streaming apps. 

"Since cricket is in LA, our
estimate is that the selling price
of broadcasting rights might
see at least a 20-30 percent
jump from the existing one,
which is huge for a single edi-
tion," the expert said.
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South Africa are making quite a statement at the
World Cup, playing entertaining cricket and

plundering tons of runs as they steamroll rival
teams.

As the Proteas take on the Netherlands in this
hilly paradise on Tuesday, the perennial under-
performers and 'chokers' have shown in the last
two games their determination to go the distance
in the tournament.

Their 102-run win against Sri Lanka in the
opener in New Delhi after putting a record 428/5
on the board, followed by 134-run victory against
five-time champions Australia in Lucknow, have
made South Africa the team to beat in the com-
petition. 

From staying under the radar in the lead-up
to the ODI showpiece to becoming high-flyers,
the Proteas have started playing to potential and
will be firm favourites against the Dutch.

Unlike the Australian and England cricket
teams, whose patchy performance so far has left
a lot to be desired, the South Africans have come

out with full combat capabilities -with the likes
of wicket-keeping stalwart Quinton de Kock, top-
order batter Rassie van der Dussen and Aiden
Markram making a massive impact here.

The trio smashed a century each against Sri
Lanka to pile up a mountain of runs with Heinrich
Klaasen and David Miller playing useful cameos
in the 428-run total.

Though their bowlers did take a beating from
the Sri Lankans, they hit back with full force
against the Australians in the next match.

A second consecutive century by De Kock and
a massively improved performance from tall pace
bowler Marco Jansen and Kagiso Rabada floored
Pat Cummins' side. 

The 177-run loss for the five-time champi-
ons following the humiliating loss to India in the
opener has put the Kangaroos on the mat.

The Proteas would look to attack with even
more firepower against the Netherlands, a side that
has very few recognisable faces in mainstream
cricket. But they have posed a challenge occasion-
ally, like the huge upset they made during the 2009
T20 World Cup, defeating England at Lord's.

Last year, the Dutch eliminated the Proteas,
handing them a shocking 13-run defeat in the
Super 12 stage of the T20 World Cup in Australia.

The Scott Edwards-led side will certainly take
inspiration from that victory, though T20 and 50-
over formats are like chalk and cheese.

But, on a cricket field, where miracles hap-
pen, the Dutch too would want to aim for a vic-
tory for the ages after seeing Afghanistan over-
run defending champions England on Sunday
night in New Delhi.

The Proteas, once bitten twice shy, would be
looking to opener De Kock, Rassie van der Dussen
and Aiden Markram to once again set the stage
on fire and then give their bowlers a big total to
defend.
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England will have to play
some of their "best cricket" to

come out of the hole they find
themselves in following their
shock defeat to Afghanistan in
the ODI World Cup.

Englad suffered a shock 69-
run defeat to the Hashmatullah
Shahidi-led side with the
defending champions faltering
in their chase of the 285-run tar-
get at the Ferozeshah Kotla on
Sunday.

The win was Afghanistan's
second-ever in a World Cup
match and lifted them to sixth
position on the points table
behind England.

On whether it was prema-
ture to to say that England's
World Cup defence was under
threat, Buttler, whose team is yet
to face India, Australia and
South Africa, said, "Yeah. As I
mentioned just before, it's not
been the way we wanted to start
the competition, but this is the
situation we find ourselves in
and we're going to have to play
some of our best cricket moving
forward."

The skipper said he had full
faith in his team to pull through
this crisis.

"Yeah, it's a big setback
obviously. Before the tourna-
ment starts you have a different
idea of how the first three games
would pan out. We've got to
show a lot of character, a lot of

resilience within the team and
most of all a lot of belief. There
was a lot of excellent players in
there and we haven't played well
enough today but we must keep
that belief," said Buttler.

Afghanistan were helped
on their way to their second-
highest World Cup total by a fine
80-run innings from Rahma-
nullah Gurbaz at the start and a
superb 28-run cameo by Mujeeb
Ur Rahman in the final overs.

Afghanistan didn't lose a
wicket till they had crossed the
century mark. England, on the
other hand, were 91/4 at one
stage.

Asked if he could pinpoint
where things started going
wrong for England, Buttler said,
"No, we didn't, no we started
poorly, first ball of the game I
missed one and it sort of set the
tone for that first 10 overs, we
didn't hit the areas that we
wanted to and credit to Gurbaz
(80 runs) as he put us under a
lot of pressure, played some

good shots, but maybe a few too
many easy boundaries in there."

England's aggressive style of
batting, called 'Bazball', has
come to epitomise their cricket
in all there formats, more so in
Tests under coach Brendon
McCullum.

Asked if the team could not
"execute properly" the style he
wanted it to play, Buttler said,
"We always want to play positive
and be aggressive and some days
you don't play as well as you
want to. Though Afghanistan
built good pressure on us, maybe
the wicket didn't play exactly
how we thought it would play
and maybe the dew didn't come
in as much as we thought as
well."

England have played their
best cricket when their backs are
to the wall of late, with the fight-
back during the Ashes this year
being fresh in the mind. 

Asked if the two losses in
three World Cup matches will
sharpen the team's focus a little
bit more, Buttler added, "We've
played some good cricket in all
scenarios, whether we've been
on top and frontrunners and
fancied or whether we've had
our backs against the wall. "It's
a position you find yourselves in,
it's not the position you wanted
to be in three games ago but the
character is excellent as I've
mentioned, there'll always be
belief and we'll dust ourselves
down and go again."
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Lucknow (PTI): Strong winds
caused several hoardings to fall
from the roof of the Ekana
Stadium on to the seats below
during the World Cup match
between Australia and Sri
Lanka here on Monday.

After rain stopped play for
a bit, there was a dust storm
and heavy winds led to sever-
al iron angles with branding
material from the roof falling
on people sitting at the lower
levels.

The situation could have
been disastrous but luckily the
stands were relatively empty. It
did, however, cause panic
among those who were watch-
ing the game as the public
announcement asked specta-
tors to move to safety of the
higher seats.

By the time the second
innings began the security had
moved all spectators to the
higher level.

The stadium hosted its
maiden World Cup game  —
Australia versus South Africa
— last week.

The marquee India versus
England match is scheduled to
be played at the Ekana Stadium
on October 29. 


