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An MP-MLA court here on
Tuesday held gangster-

politician Atiq Ahmad and
two others guilty in the 2006
Umesh Pal kidnapping case,
and sentenced them to rigorous
life imprisonment.

Ahmad’s brother Khalid
Azim, alias Ashraf, and six oth-
ers have been acquitted in the
case. This is Ahmad’s first con-
viction in over 100 cases filed
against him over the years.

Government counsel
Gulab Chandra Agrahari said
special MP-MLA court judge
Dinesh Chandra Shukla held
Ahmad, Saulat Hanif, a lawyer,
and Dinesh Pasi guilty under
Indian Penal Code Section
364-A (kidnapping or abduc-
tion in order to murder).

“The court has awarded
the three rigorous life impris-
onment and �1 lakh fine to
each,” Agrahari said, adding
that the amount will be given
to the family of Umesh Pal,
who was gunned down last
month. The two brothers are
also accused in the murder
case.

After undergoing court
formalities, Atiq Ahmad and
others were taken back to Naini
jail in separate police vans.
Later, a police cavalcade car-
rying Atiq left for the Sabarmati
Central Jail in Gujarat.

Earlier, when Ahmad and
Ashraf were produced in the
court, a number of lawyers
raised slogans of “phansi do”
(give them capital punish-
ment).

Continued on Page 2
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday allowed Indian

medical students who have
returned from Ukraine, China
and Philippines due to the
Covid-19 pandemic and the
war to clear the MBBS final
examination in two attempts in
accordance with existing
National Medical Commission
(NMC) syllabus and guide-
lines without being enrolled in
any medical college in India.

A bench of Justices BR
Gavai and Vikram Nath mod-
ified the Centre’s suggestion of
allowing them only one attempt
as a one-time measure and dis-
posed of all the petitions of the
medical students.

The Centre has submitted
a report of an expert commit-
tee which said that as a one-
time extraordinary measure,
penultimate year students
should be allowed to take the
MBBS final examination.

Additional Solicitor
General Aishwarya Bhati,
appearing for the Centre, said
that in view of the direction of
the court, a committee was
formed by the Government
over the issue.

The court largely accepted
the recommendation made by
the committee, but said that
only recommendation of con-
cern was that the students
were to be given only one
attempt to clear the MBBS
examination and hence modi-

fied it. The bench said that it is
passing the order considering
the special circumstances.

The SC was hearing a batch
of pleas fled by medical stu-
dents who completed seven
semesters in their respective
foreign universities, and had to
return to India on account of
the pandemic and completed
their undergraduate medical
course through online mode.

The batch of petitions pri-
marily sought accommodation
of such undergraduate stu-
dents of first to fourth year
from various medical col-
lege/universities to medical
colleges in India and other
reliefs.

On December 30, 2022, the
Centre set up a committee,
under the chairmanship of
DGHS, for finding some pos-
sible solution for problems
being faced by foreign medical
graduates from Ukraine/China,
who have completed online
classes of undergraduate med-
ical course from the penulti-
mate year onwards.

The panel had recom-
mended the students may be
offered a “single chance” to
clear the MBBS final, both
part-I and part-II (both theo-
ry and practical) as per exist-
ing NMC syllabus and guide-
lines without being enrolled in
any Indian Medical College.
This recommendation had
been modified by the top court
to mean two chances.

Continued on Page 2
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Firing a broadside at
Congress leader Rahul

Gandhi for his alleged “OBC
insult” for calling “all thieves
have Modi as the common
surname”, the BJP has intensi-
fied its campaign to reach out
to one crore OBC households
across one lakh villages in the
country. The BJP’s “OBC
Morcha” will start a campaign
between April 6 — the foun-
dation day for the BJP — and
April 14 — the birth anniver-
sary of BR Ambedkar — to
expose the Congress’ anti-OBC
stand and also to highlight the
“historic” decisions of the Modi
Government for the commu-
nity’s welfare, said Morcha
president K Laxman. 

He said from giving the
constitutional status to the
OBC Commission, which was
“toothless” in the long rule of
the Congress, to giving reser-
vation to the community in
educational institutions and
filling up thousands of backlog
vacancies in universities, the
Modi Government has taken
many historic decisions to
uplift the community.

BJP MPs, mostly from
OBC, on Tuesday took out a
march from Parliament com-
plex to Vijay Chowk here
protesting against Rahul’s
remarks and demanded his
apology.

The OBCs will help Modi
become Prime Minister for a
third term after the 2024 Lok

Sabha polls, Laxman asserted,
adding that such an atmos-
phere in the BJP’s favour has
rattled the Congress, causing
Rahul to heap caste “insults” on
the Prime Minister.

Giving a boost to the OBC
community, the Centre on
Tuesday  also  said the  issue of
implementation of OBC reser-
vation in all-India quota seats
of State agricultural universities
is under examination. Union
Agriculture Minister Narendra
Singh Tomar said in a written
reply to the Lok Sabha, “The
issue of implementation of
OBC reservation in All India
Quota (AIQ) Seats of State
Agricultural Universities is
under examination.”

Meanwhile, amid strains in
the Maharashtra Vikas Aghadi
alliance over Rahul’s strident
criticism of VD Savarkar, NCP
chief Sharad Pawar has stepped
in to play the peacemaker by
conveying Shiv Sena’s concerns
on the issue to the Congress
leadership. 

Opposition leaders said
the Congress has agreed to tone
down its criticism of Savarkar,
which has led to an unease in
the NCP and the Shiv Sena
(UBT), its alliance partners in
Maharashtra.

Former Vice-President M
Venkaiah Naidu on Tuesday
said it was unfortunate that
Savarkar’s name was being
“blackened needlessly” by those
who seem to be ignorant of his
“matchless sacrifice” during
the freedom struggle.
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Given the ongoing protests
by alleged Khalistan sup-

porters in the US, the
Government there has con-
demned recent violent inci-
dents that have taken place dur-
ing protests at Indian diplo-
matic facilities in the US. It also
termed that violence, or the
threat of violence is never an
acceptable form of protest and
is of “grave concern”.

“The US Government con-
demns recent violent incidents
that have taken place during
protests at Indian diplomatic
facilities in the US,” said State
Department spokesperson. 

“The Department supports
the First Amendment rights of
protestors in the US to engage
in free speech. However, vio-
lence, or the threat of violence
is never an acceptable form of
protest,” the spokesperson fur-
ther said.  This response late
Monday came after the pro-
testers  threatened the Indian
embassy and Ambassador
Taranjit Singh Sandhu.

Continued on Page 2
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The Philippines has arrested
three suspected members

of a Sikh extremist group on
Interpol’s Red Notice watchlist.
The suspects were identified as
Manpreet Singh, 23, Amritpal
Singh, 24, and Arshdeep Singh,
26. The trio belonged to
Khalistan Tiger Force (KTF).

Officers from the

Philippine Bureau of
Immigration, the Cybercrime
Investigation and Coordinating
Center and the Military
Intelligence Group arrested
suspected members of the Sikh
extremist group — all Indian
nationals in their 20s — in the
central Philippine city of Iloilo
during a joint operation, CICC
Executive Director Alexander
Ramos said late Monday.

Continued on Page 2
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Anew video of Amritpal
Singh with his key aide

Papalpreet Singh surfaced on
social media on Tuesday, show-
ing the pro-Khalistani fugitive
without a turban. The undated
CCTV footage, said to be from
a market in Delhi, showed
him walking down a street
wearing dark glasses. Behind
him Papalpreet could be seen
walking with a bag.

Meanwhile, the Punjab
Govt told the High Court here
on Tuesday that they were
coordinating with several agen-
cies and close to catching
Amritpal, who has been on the
run since the police crack-
down on him and his outfit -
Waris Punjab De - began on
March 18.

Continued on Page 2
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The Centre has constituted
seven Joint Cyber Crime

Coordination Teams for cyber
crime hotspot hubs like
Ahmedabad, Chandigarh,
Guwahati, Hyderabad, Jamtara,
Mewat and Visakhapatnam.
These teams will comprise offi-
cials from the Central as well
as State agencies.

Over three dozen towns
and villages of nine States —
from Delhi to Andhra Pradesh
and Gujarat to Assam — have
become cyber crime hotspots
which are being closely moni-
tored by law enforcement agen-
cies, sources said.

Continued on Page 2
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Attacking the Opposition,
particularly the Congress,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Tuesday linked the
Opposition’s attack on his
Government to the BJP’s
emphatic electoral perfor-
mances and asserted that the
more wins the ruling party
achieves, the more it will be tar-
geted, sources said.

Modi took the swipe at

Opposition parties, who are up
in arms against the
Government over a host of
issues, at the BJP Parliamentary
Party meeting in which he
asked MPs to dedicate the
period between the party’s
foundation day on April 6 and
BR Ambedkar’s birth anniver-
sary on April 14 to the cause of
social justice.

Union Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal told reporters that
Modi also asked the party MPs

to promote and publicise var-
ious Government schemes for
a month from May 15 in their
respective constituencies to
mark its ninth anniversary.

Modi said Opposition par-
ties coming together against the
BJP to his Government’s cam-
paign against corruption, and
asserted that the clampdown
on graft will continue without
being hindered by “false alle-
gations”.

Continued on Page 2
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The Congress is in talks
with other Opposition

parties to consider moving a
no-confidence motion
against Lok Sabha Speaker
Om Birla over his alleged
bias, sources said on Tuesday. 

They said the proposal to
bring a motion was mooted
at the meeting of party MPs
this morning and Congress
leaders are now talking to
other party leaders over it.

Meanwhile, Rahul
Gandhi on Tuesday replied to
the Lok Sabha Secretariat’s
notice to vacate his official
bungalow and said he will
abide by the eviction notice,
even as his party leaders
slammed the Government,
accusing it of humiliating
him.

Rahul was on Monday
served a notice to vacate the
government bungalow by
April 22 following his dis-
qualification as a member of
Lok Sabha after his convic-
tion in a criminal defamation
case last week.

Continued on Page 2
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Union Home Minister Amit
Shah on Tuesday said the

Modi government never took
populist decisions for vote
bank politics and instead
worked for the betterment of
people through its “all-inclu-
sive” schemes and by providing
political stability in the coun-
try.

Addressing the annual ses-
sion of industry-body
Assocham here, he said devel-
opment is possible in a vast
country like India only through
the “whole of government
approach” and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi implemented
this vision of “Team India” on
the ground.

“This is why good results
have come from every field in
the last nine years. When we
take decisions, we have before
us the betterment of the coun-
try or a sector. We have before
us efforts to put a system in
place in the country. We don’t

take decisions considering vote
banks. Otherwise, GST would
have never come in this coun-
try. We know there is a long
army of people ridiculing the
GST (Goods and Services Tax)
as ‘Gabbar Singh Tax’ in the
country. But we never cared for
this,” he said.

Shah said the government
never took decisions that were
populist but took decisions
that were good for the people.

If a child gets malaria and
a doctor prescribes him qui-
nine (an anti-malaria drug),
then he/she will definitely cry
after taking it due to its bitter-
ness but will smile soon after

getting healed, he said.
Shah said precise policies

made after deliberations by
the government have taken
India on the path of progress.

He said the government’s
“all-embracing” and “all-inclu-
sive” schemes have led to the
multi-faceted development of
India.

“Our ideology has made
India safe, our sensitive
schemes have made India’s
development all-inclusive and
we have surprised the world
with our achievements,” he
added.

Shah said that Prime
Minister Modi has also brought
political stability in the coun-
try and after 30 years in 2014,
a government with full major-
ity was formed and the people
of the country have made sig-
nificant contributions in it.

This period under the lead-
ership of Modi will be known
as the ‘period of political sta-
bility’ in the history of Indian
democracy, he said.
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Besides Covid-19 and its
variant XBB.1.16, H3N2

influenza is also fast spreading
in the country. The
Government on Tuesday told
Rajya Sabha that 1,317 cases of
H3N2 have been reported from
January 1 to March 21. In the
meantime, India has logged
1,573 fresh coronavirus cases in
the last 24 hours, while the
active cases have increased to
10,981, according to Union
Health Ministry data updated
on Tuesday. The death toll has
increased to 5,30,841 with four
deaths reconciled by Kerala, the
data updated at 8 am stated.

According to the Indian
Council of Medical Research
(ICMR), of the 510 H3N2
cases reported through
ILI/SARI surveillance in the
last two months, 19 patients
required ICU admission, Pawar
said in a written reply.

As reported by the ICMR,
the influenza working group of
the National Technical
Advisory Group on
Immunization is reviewing the
data for seasonal influenza
vaccination, she added.

Pawar added that the
Union Health Ministry is mon-
itoring the situation and has
taken several steps to support
the states for management of
influenza cases, including
H3N2. These include issuing
an advisory requesting all the
states and Union Territories to
take necessary steps such close-
ly following the trend of
ILI/SARI (influenza-like ill-
ness/severe acute respiratory
illness) in their respective areas.
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The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday set aside a trial

court’s order discharging 11
people, including JNU student
Sharjeel Imam and activists
Asif Iqbal Tanha and Safoora
Zargar, in a 2019 Jamia Nagar
violence case and ordered
framing of charges against
them.

While quashing the trial
court order, the High Court
said in a democracy there can
be no question of suppressing
dissent by peaceful means but
there is also no place of violent
action to register anguish
against ideological differences
to a government policy.

The High Court, which
passed the judgement on
police’s plea challenging the
discharge order, said prima
facie charge of unlawful assem-
bly is made out against all the
11 accused but framed rioting
charge against eight of them,
including Imam and Zargar.
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Presenting the Union
Territories Finances Audit

Report for the year ending
March 31, 2022 in Parliament,
the Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) said the  rev-
enue receipts of Jammu and
Kashmir in 2021-22 increased
by 13 per cent as compared to
the previous year but it still fell
short of the budget estimates by
39 per cent.

Besides, there are out-
standing borrowings amount-
ing to �2,122.77 crore of
Jammu and Kashmir
Infrastructure Development
Finance Corporation (JKIDFC)
and �10,321.83 crore of J&K
Power Corporation Limited.

“During 2021-22, revenue
receipts increased by 13 per
cent with respect to last year,
but it fell short of budget esti-
mates by 39 per cent. The
UT’s own tax revenue increased
by 32 per cent and non-tax rev-
enue increased by 19 per cent
with respect to previous year,”
the CAG stated.

It said there was an
increase in revenue receipts by
�6,742 crore and increase in
revenue expenditure by �6,635
crore with respect to previous
year which resulted in reduc-
tion of revenue deficit to �31
crore from �138 crore the year
before.  “The increase in capi-
tal expenditure by �589 crore
was major contributor in
increase of fiscal deficit.
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Delhi was ranked 35th
among 60 global cities in

the world in Best Public
Transport Index, showed the
Urban Mobility Readiness
Index report by Oliver Wyman
Forum. While Hong Kong
topped the list in the Best
Public Transport category,
Mumbai was ranked 41 due to
its promising public transit

system.
“Delhi has reached number

35 in the ranking of Best Public
Transport Services. 2 crore
people of Delhi are working
hard. Soon we will be in the top
ten,” Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal tweeted citing
the report.

The report revealed that
Delhi’s attractive and affordable
public transit led the city to
achieve a good ranking.
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Asenior official serving in
the Ministry of External

Affairs was robbed of his offi-
cial laptop, passport and other
valuables after unidentified
men broke his car’s window
pane when he tried to help a
person lying unconscious on
the Aurobindo Marg in south

Delhi.  Police suspect the infa-
mous ‘Thak-Thak’ gang to be
behind the 
incident.

The incident took place
Monday evening when the
deputy secretary (Legal
Officer) posted at the Ministry
of External Affairs (MEA)
was returning home in Greater
Kailash from office, police
said.  
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has pro-

visionally attached properties
worth �114.19 crore pertaining
to various defaulter borrowers
of Bengaluru-based Sri Guru
Raghavendra Sahakara Bank
Niyamitha under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act in a case of
mis-appropriation of public
deposits to the tune of more
than �800 crore.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) has car-

ried out searches under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act at a Fintech
Company involving 150 bank
accounts relating to investiga-
tions in an illegal betting case.

The case relates to offences
against Rakesh R Rajdev and
others. Subsequent to searches,
an amount of �3.05 crore lying
in these bank accounts has
been frozen under PMLA, the
ED said.
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From Page 1
After inaugurating an

extension of the BJP head-
quarters here, Modi said that at
a time when India’s strength is
rising to a new high, it is nat-
ural that “anti-India” forces
within and outside the country
will join hands.

“Some parties have
launched ‘bhrashtachari
bachao abhiyan’ (save corrupt
campaign),” he said in a blis-
tering attack on opposition
parties protesting against the
alleged misuse of probe agen-
cies such as the ED.

Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi’s disqualification from
Lok Sabha following his con-
viction in a criminal defama-
tion case has also become a ral-
lying point for the Opposition.

Modi said, “The country

will not bend nor will the
action against corruption stop
due to false allegations.” The
“anti-India” forces are attacking
constitutional institutions as
they are the strong “founda-
tion” of a rising India, he said.
And, to stop the country’s
growth, they are resorting to
attacking its foundation and are
engaged in conspiracies to
defame bodies such as the
judiciary and probe agencies
and destroy their credibility, he
said.

When agencies act against
those involved in corruption,
they are targeted and when
courts deliver a verdict not to
the liking of these forces, they
are questioned, the prime min-
ister said.

“Some people are bound to
get angry when we act so
much against corruption,” he
said. Never before in the history
of Independent India, such a
big campaign against corrup-

tion has taken place and it has
rattled the corrupt. “All those
involved in corruption have
come onto one platform,” he
said, asserting that people
realise that when the BJP comes
to power, corruption goes away.

Citing figures, Modi said
that during the Congress-led
UPA rule between 2004 and
2014, assets worth �5,000 crore
were seized under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, while the fig-
ure has zoomed to �1.10 lakh
crore in the nine years of the
BJP rule. The cases registered
under the act more than dou-
bled under his government
while the number of the arrests
surged 15 times, he said.

Under the Congress rule,
banks were “looted” and peo-
ple accused of siphoning off
�22,000 crore fled abroad, he
said, adding his government
has seized their assets worth
�20,000 crore. 
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“They can give and clear
the examination within a peri-
od of one year. Part-I, will be
followed by Part-II after one
year. Part II will be allowed only
after Part-I is cleared,” the
Committee recommended,
adding that the theory paper
examination could be con-
ducted centrally and physical-
ly, on the pattern of Indian
MBBS examination and prac-
tical could be conducted by
some designated government
medical colleges, assigned the
responsibility.

The panel has said that
after clearing these two exam-
inations, they would have to
complete two year of compul-
sory rotatory internship, first

year of which will be free and
the second year paid as has
been decided by NMC for pre-
vious cases.

“However, the committee
has emphasized that this option
be strictly a one-time option
and not become a basis for sim-
ilar decisions in future and shall
be applicable for present mat-
ter only in view of directions of
court in the matter,” it had said
in its recommendation.

On December 9 last year,
the top court had asked the
Centre to find out a solution in
consultation with the National
Medical Commission to
address this “humane problem”.

“We are sure that the
Union of India will give due
importance to our suggestion
and find out a solution for these
students, who are undisputed-
ly an asset to the nation and,
particularly, when there is a
dearth of Doctors in the coun-
try,” it had said.
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From Page 1  
Images and videos that

emerged on social media since
then have showed him chang-
ing his vehicles and appearance
multiple times in a bid to
dodge police.

There is no official word
from Punjab Police on the
fresh footage. 

A senior Delhi Police offi-
cial said they are probing
whether the persons seen in the
video are Amritpal and his
aide. “So far we don’t have any
such information, nor the loca-
tion where the video was shot
has been confirmed to be of
Delhi. However, we are verify-
ing it,” the official said.

The Punjab and Haryana

High Court on Tuesday was
hearing a habeas corpus peti-
tion filed by advocate Imaan
Singh Khara, which claimed
that Amritpal was in the “ille-
gal custody” of police.

Punjab Advocate General
Vinod Ghai told the court that
Amritpal has not been arrest-
ed yet and they were coordi-
nating with agencies to nab the
radical preacher.

Later, the petitioner told
reporters that the AG said in
the court that they were close
to catching Amritpal.

Justice N S Shekhawat
asked the petitioner to file an
affidavit to produce evidence
that Amritpal was in police
custody and pointed out that
the State’s stand was that the
preacher had not been arrest-
ed.

The court told the peti-
tioner it would appoint a war-
rant officer if evidence was
placed before it to show that
Amritpal was in illegal deten-
tion.
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From Page 1
The protesters threatened

the Indian embassy and Indian
Ambassador to the United
States  Sandhu during their
protest. While rallying outside
the mission, a protestor in his
speech made a direct threat to
the Ambassador that the
“hypocrisy” will come to an
end and that the Ambassador
could face a similar fate to what
former president of India Zail
Singh faced back in 1994.

“Violence or the threat of

violence against diplomatic
facilities and personnel in the
United States is a grave concern
and will not be tolerated,” US
Department of State spokesper-
son told ANI.

Multiple incidents of
protests by supporters of
Khalistan have been staged
outside the Indian embassy
and the San Francisco
Consulate. Earlier this week,
the Indian Consulate in San
Francisco was also attacked
on March 20.

Recently a video surfaced
on social media in which pro-
Khalistani protestors gathered
at the consulate in San
Francisco, shouting slogans in
support of Amritpal and heck-
ling staff as they abandoned the
diplomatic mission.
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From Page 1
In a reply to queries by

mediapersons, Ahmad said
from inside the police van, “I
have respect for the court...This
is wrong punishment (saja
galat hui hai)... I will move the
High Court against it.”

Ahmad’s counsel
Dayashankar Mishra said they
have the right to appeal and
they will approach the High
court against the conviction.
He said Ahmad will be kept in
Sabarmati Jail (Ahmedabad) in
accordance with the Supreme
Court’s decision.

In her reaction to the
judgement, Umesh Pal’s moth-
er Shanti Devi said she has full
faith in the country’s judiciary,
but expressed apprehension
Ahmad “could do anything
from inside the jail”.
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A number of hostile coun-
tries have also been trying for
long to cripple India’s financial
system and national security
grid where additional preven-
tive measures have been put in
place by the Government to
offset threats, they said.

The States where the cyber
crime hotspots have been locat-
ed include Haryana, Delhi,
Jharkhand, Bihar, West Bengal,
Assam, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat
and Andhra Pradesh, they said.

The emerging cyber crime
hotspot cities, towns and vil-
lages are: Mewat, Bhiwani,
Nuh, Palwal, Manota,
Hasanpur, Hathan Gaon (all in
Haryana), Ashok Nagar, Uttam
Nagar, Shakarpur, Harkesh
Nagar, Okhla, Azadpur (all in

Delhi), Banka, Begusarai,
Jamui, Nawada, Nalanda, Gaya
(Bihar), Barpeta, Dhubri,
Goalpara, Morigaon, Nagaon
(Assam), Jamtara, Deoghar
(Jharkhand), Asansol,
Durgapur (West Bengal),
Ahmedabad, Surat (Gujarat),
Azamgarh (Uttar Pradesh) and
Chittoor (Andhra Pradesh).

The foreign cyber attackers
mostly belong to countries like
China, Pakistan and Türkiye,
the sources said.

For promoting cyber
hygiene, the Central and State
administrations are also work-
ing on an annual action plan.

The Union Home Ministry
has also decided to celebrate
the first Wednesday of every
month as Cyber Awareness
Day. The Centre has also allo-
cated a grant-in-aid of �100
crore for training law enforce-
ment agencies, judicial officers,
public prosecutors and recruit-
ment of junior forensic con-
sultants.
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Ramos said in a statement

the heavily armed troops
stormed an apartment in an
exclusive subdivision in the city
at dawn on March 7 and caught
the militants off guard, State-
run Philippine News Agency
reported.

“The well-coordinated
lightning strike by operatives
caught members of the militant
group flatfooted and (they)
did not attempt to resist the
heavily armed troops,” Ramos
was quoted as saying by the
news agency.

The suspects - who are also
on the Interpol Red Notice
watchlist - entered the country
using fake passports. 

They evaded detection
until they were tracked down
by experts from the CICC.
They will face charges of mur-
der, violation of the Explosive
Substances Act 2001, and the
Unlawful Activities Prevention
Act 1967 of India.
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From Page 1
It is understood that the

Congress moots bringing a
no-confidence motion against
the Speaker on Monday in the
Lok Sabha but some parties are
opposed to the move, saying it
may hurt the momentum of
Opposition unity. The no-con-
fidence motion will highlight
the pace at which Rahul was

disqualified as MP — within
hours of his conviction by a
Surat court in a defamation
case over his remarks on the
Prime Minister’s surname.

The sources said the no-
confidence motion can only be
brought when the house is in
order.

Sources in the Opposition
camp said such a motion
requires signatures and support
of 50 MPs but they appre-
hended that the motion may
not be allowed to be moved on
the ground that the house is not
in order. 
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India has become the first
country in the world to have

developed a country-level
mathematical model to esti-
mate the prevalence of TB
cases, official sources said on
Tuesday.

Using this model, TB inci-
dence and mortality estimate
data for India will be available

by March every year, months
before the annual WHO esti-
mates are released in October,
they said, adding that India can
also prepare similar estimates
at the state level in future.

The model was presented
before the delegates from 40
countries taking part in the
36th Stop TB Partnership
Board meeting in Varanasi
last week. Most of them laud-

ed it saying they would want to
implement it in their countries,
the sources said.

According to WHO esti-
mates, the TB incidence rate
(per 10,000) in India in 2021
was 210. Using the Indian
mathematical model, it was
estimated to be 196 in 2022.
The WHO estimated that the
TB incidence absolute number
to be 29.50 lakh in 2021. 
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AAP supremo and Delhi
Chief Minister Arvind

Kejriwal launched a no-holds-
barred attack on the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday, levelling allegations
of corruption against him in
reference to the raging Adani
issue.  Kejriwal accused Modi
of being the main investor
helping industrialist Gautam
Adani for his own benefits.
Speaking in the Delhi
Assembly, Arvind Kejriwal
said, “Despite the Hindenburg
report and criticism from
every corner, the Prime
Minister is saving Adani. In
politics perception is impor-
tant, but Narendra Modi is not
worried. The SBI, PF offices
are being told to help him. If
JPC meet is ordered, PM
Modi will suffer not Adani,”
Kejriwal said.

Meanwhile, BJP legislators
walked out of the House as
AAP MLAs, one after the
other, levelled allegations
against the Prime Minister.
Leader of Opposition in the
Assembly Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri, in a Press conference
at the Assembly premises,
alleged that the AAP MLAs
were speaking the language of
"Pakistan" during the debate

on the resolution.  "The mat-
ter which could not be taken
up by the Assembly was dis-
cussed against the rules. We
will lodge a complaint against
this at an appropriate forum,"
he said.

Kejriwal claimed to have
a detailed conversation with a
senior BJP minister, who
informed him about the
alleged deal between PM
Modi and Gautam Adani.  “I
was told Adani is being
backed by Narendra Modi,
and he is the main investor in
the Adani Group. Adani is
only the front managing
Prime Minister Modi’s money.
Adani is only a manager,”
alleged Kejriwal.  He said if a
joint parliamentary commit-
tee ( JPC),  Enforcement
Directorate or CBI investigates
the Hindenburg report on

Adani, Narendra Modi will
have to bear the losses.

The Central government
has taken 85 lakh crore debt
in the last 7 years, while only
55 lakh crore worth debt was
taken in the last 67 years.
There is rampant loot by the
Centre. They have looted
more in seven years than what
the Congress had looted in 75
years.The country is passing
through difficult times. We are
deeply worried about the sit-
uation,"  he charged.
“Narendra Modi was already
elected as Prime Minister,
now he wants to become the
richest man in the world. For
his own benefits, Modi ji pres-
surised Sri Lanka into giving
the $442-million wind power
project to the Adani Group,”
alleged the Delhi chief minis-
ter. He alleged the wind pro-

ject is not being owned by
Adani, it is being owned by
Narendra Modi himself. The
Prime Minister is taking all
projects from various coun-
tries only for himself in the
name of Adani, said Kejriwal.

“Two years ago when six
airports were auctioned, gov-
ernment at the last moment
changed the conditions to
benefit Adani. 30 percent of
the airport business in the
country is with Modi ji,” said
Kejriwal.

The Assembly, dominated
by the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP), passed the resolution
tabled by party MLA Sanjiv
Jha demanding that a message
be sent from the Assembly to
Parliament for considering a
joint parliamentary commit-
tee (JPC) probe into the Adani
issue.  It also sought that the
Supreme Court expands the
scope of a plea on electoral
bonds to look into the possi-
bility of money from Adani
being "transferred" to the rul-
ing party at the Centre
through electoral bonds.

Earlier, the House was
adjourned twice due to
protests by BJP MLAs against
the debate. Speaker Ram
Niwas Goel gave a ruling ask-
ing the members participating
in the debate not to name the
prime minister.
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Taking a note of the ongo-
ing tussle between Delhi

Metro and Delhi Airport
Metro Express Private Limited
(DAMEPL), the Ministry of
Housing & Urban Affairs
(MoHUA), has proposed to
amend Section 89 of the
Metro Railways (Operations
and Maintenance) Act, 2002,
to eliminate any possibility of
attachment of metro railway
assets (including financial
assets) pursuant to any exe-
cution processes carried out
by courts. These amendments
will remove any clauses in the
present Act that al low
takeover of metro properties
by unfavourable court ver-

dicts.
According to the pro-

posed amendment, no rolling
stock, tracks, machinery,
plant, tools, fittings, materials
or effects used or provided by
a metro railway administra-
tion for the purpose of traffic

on its railway, stations, work-
shops, offices, earnings or
any parcel of land held by
Metro Rail Administration
shall be liable to be taken in
execution of any decree or
order of any court or of any
local authority or person hav-

ing by law the power to attach
property or otherwise to cause
the property to be taken in
execution.

“Sanction of attachment of
properties of Delhi Metro was
denied by the Central
Government as that would
entail closure of Delhi Metro
and bringing the entire city to
a halt. A situation of this
kind would not only cause
inconvenience to lakhs of
common people of Delhi-
NCR but also a lead to an
alarming situation where law
and order in the city could be
at stake.  The Central
Government being a custodi-
an of the public good cannot
allow such a lethal situation to
arise. In view of the above
background, the Ministry is of

the opinion to amend the
Section 89 to make it absolute
so that no attachment of prop-
erties or bank accounts or any
asset of any metro railways
properties can ever be carried
out,” as per the amendment in
the Section 89 of the Metro
Railways (Operation and
Maintenance) Act, 2002 (60 of
2002) proposed by the
Ministry.

Delhi Metro and DAME-
PL are engaged in a long-
drawn battle over an arbitral
award which attained finality
in 2021 when Supreme Court
ruled in favour of the latter. It
was in September, 2021 that
the DAMEPL approached the
Delhi High Court for enforce-
ment of the 2017 award. The
DMRC was required to pay Rs

7,045.41 crore up to
September 10, 2021, as per
DAMEPL. Around Rs 1,000
crore was deposited by DMRC
in an ESCROW account in
September 2021.

At present, 845 km of
metro lines are operational in
20 different cities and about
991 km of metro rail projects
(including Delhi Meerut
RRTS) are under construction
in various cities of the coun-
try. The operation and main-
tenance of metro rail in the
country is governed by the
Metro Railways (Operation
& Maintenance) Act, 2002
(60 of 2002). Section 89 of the
Metro Rail (Operation &
Maintenance) Act, 2002 deals
with restriction on execution
against metro railway proper-

ty.
Sources said that the

Ministry admits that such a
step is expedient in view of the
order of Delhi High Court in
the case of DAMEPL vs Delhi
Metro, whereby the Delhi
High Court had sought the
view of the Centre whether it
was willing to sanction attach-
ment of Delhi Metro assets as
required by Section 89(1) of
the said Act, towards satis-
faction of the arbitral award in
favour of the DAMEPL. The
Ministry had conveyed to the
Court in the said case that it
was not inclined to grant such
sanction.

It bears consideration that
the existing provisions in
Section 89 provide sufficient
safeguard against any forced

suspension of operations as all
operational assets of metro
railways are in any case
beyond the scope of attach-
ment without prior consent of
the ministry.

“The existing Section
89(2) conveys that the earn-
ings of the metro railway
could be attached by a court
in execution. 

It is now proposed that
Section 89(2) be deleted alto-
gether, thereby implying that
any metro railway organisa-
tion would be beyond the
purview of courts as regards
execution proceedings, unless
such organisations voluntari-
ly give consent to suffer such
execution proceedings, which
is naturally unlikely,” sources
said.
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With the release of "Modi
hatao, desh bachao"

(remove Modi, save the coun-
try) posters in 11 languages, the
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) has
launched a nationwide cam-
paign ahead of the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections. The posters
have been released in Hindi,
English, Telgu, Malayalam,
Marathi, Kannada, Odia,
Bangla, Gujarati, Urdu and
Punjabi. As a part of the cam-
paign, these posters will be put
up across the country on March
30.

"The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) will display posters in

States across the country on
March 30. All State units of the
party have been asked to paste
posters in their respective states.
The posters have been printed
in 11 languages," Rai, the Delhi
AAP chief and environment
minister said.

Last week, posters reading
"Modi Hatao, Desh Bachao"
(remove Modi, save India)
appeared on walls and electric-
ity poles across the national
Capital following which the
police arrested six people and
registered 49 FIRs.  The BJP had
retaliated by pasting "Kejriwal
Hatao, Delhi Bachao" (remove
Kejriwal, save Delhi) posters
across the national capital.
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The Leader of the
Opposition in the Delhi

Assembly, Ramvir Singh
Bidhuri, on Tuesday accused
the Kejriwal Government of
working in a dictatorial and
unconstitutional manner in
the Delhi Assembly. “Keeping
aside all the rules and tradi-
tions, such topics are being dis-
cussed, which do not come
under the purview of Delhi
itself. Even the AAP MLAs of
Delhi used indecent and
derogatory language towards
respected Prime Minister
Narendra Modi,” Bidhuri said
while addressing a Press con-
ference alongwith all BJP
MLAs.

Bidhuri alleged that AAP
MLAs in Delhi Assembly made
objectionable and baseless alle-
gations against the Central
Government like promoting
drugs and global terrorism.
On the contrary, the notices
given by the Opposition to dis-
cuss the problems of Delhi were

ignored. When the BJP MLAs
protested this unconstitution-
al act, they were thrown out of
the Assembly.

The BJP leaders  said that
a short-duration discussion on
the central government was
held in the Delhi Assembly on
Tuesday , which is a clear vio-
lation of the rules.  “A similar
attempt was also made in the
beginning of this session, but
when the BJP legislators
opposed it and told the Speaker
that according to Rule No.
61.9 of the Rules of the
Legislative Assembly, only
those topics can be discussed in
the Legislative Assembly on
priority basis which are con-
cerned with the Delhi govern-
ment. Then Speaker did not
allow discussion on this sub-
ject,” they said.
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Students at Delhi University’s
Indraprastha College for

Women alleged that some men
scaled the institute’s boundary
walls during a fest on Tuesday
and "harassed several students".
There was no response from
the college authorities and
police over the incident.

An All India Students’
Association (AISA) activist
alleged that the men were
heard chanting "Miranda, IP
dono hamara (Miranda House
and Indraprastha College both
are ours)" and "Miranda nahi
chhoda toh IP bhi nahi chho-
denge (We didn’t leave
Miranda, we won’t leave IP
either)".

In October, some students
of Delhi University’s all-
women Miranda House
College alleged that several
men scaled the boundary walls
and the gates during an open
Diwali fest on campus and
indulged in "cat-calling and

sexist sloganeering".The AISA’s
Delhi University unit secretary
and former Indraprastha
College for Women (IPCW)
student Anjali shared pur-
ported photos and videos of
the incident.

In the photo, four men are
seen standing near the IPCW
boundary wall while another is
scaling the wall.  The video clip
shows the police asking the col-
lege students to vacate the
premises. "Today, IPCW’s fest
was going when drunk men

climbed the walls, forcefully
entered the campus and har-
rassed gender minorities. Men
were chanting ‘Miranda IP
dono hamara’, ‘Miranda nahi
chhoda to IP bhi nahi chho-
denge’," Anjali tweeted.

Another student alleged,
"Miscreants entered the IPCW
fest today and harassed sever-
al women students, injuring
one. Delhi Police has simply
escorted the goons out. We
demand their immediate
arrest."
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A25-year-old man who live-
streamed his suicide

attempt on Facebook was saved
by the swift intervention of the
police in northeast Delhi’s
Nand Nagri area. According to
police, they received the infor-
mation regarding the incident
on Monday at 9.06 PM and a
team reached the house of the
victim at 9.09 PM.

The Intelligence Fusion
and Strategic Operation (IFSO)
unit of the Delhi Police
informed Nand Nagri police
station SHO that the social net-
working platform had given
information regarding the inci-
dent, Deputy Commissioner of
Police (northeast) Joy Tirkey
said. They also provide two
contact numbers associated
with the Facebook ID, Tirkey
said.

The SHO, along with the

staff, swung into action and
rushed to the spot. On the way,
he also mobilised an emer-
gency response vehicle, beat
staff and PCR to the given
address so that the person
could be rescued, police said.

After reaching the house,
the 25-year-old man was found
lying on a bed in a drowsy state.
His parents revealed that he
was depressed since March 8
and was getting treatment for
it, they said.   IFSO, Dwarka
had also provided a photo and
video where the man was seen
holding tablets and "Bye.
Forever bass. Aaj ke bad. Kabhi.
Ye. Akh. Na. Khule. (Goodbye
forever. After today, these eyes
will not open)" was also writ-
ten, they said.
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Delhi Lieutenant-Governor
(LG) VK Saxena on

Tuesday said that more than
half of the buildings in Delhi
have been built in an
unplanned manner exposing
the city to the threat of disas-
ters like earthquakes.

Speaking at the launch of
the ‘Aapda Mitra’ training pro-
gramme by the IP University,
he said the role these volunteers
will play during a potential dis-
aster is very important as they
would be the first responders.
Their role is not confined to
disasters as they are expected to
respond to incidents like road
accidents, snatching, eve-teas-
ing etc, the LG said.

"Fifty-sixty per cent of the
buildings of Delhi have been
constructed in an unplanned
manner due to flux of urban-
ization. As a result of it, we are
running the risk of the big fire,
earthquake-like disasters.
Seeing these disaster percep-

tions, the role of Aapda Mitra
volunteers is significant,”
Saxena added.

The LG also inaugurated
the newly built ‘Atal Incubation
Centre’ and ‘auditorium-cum-
placement centre and open air
theatre’ of the Dwarka campus
of the university.

Delhi Principal Secretary
(Home) Ashwani Kumar said
a total of 1,800 Aapda Mitras
are being trained as a part of
this drive. As many as 600
volunteers selected by Delhi
Disaster Management
Authority are being trained by
IP University and the rest

1,200 volunteers are being
trained by Skill Corporation
of India to meet any disaster
needs of Delhi.

The ‘Aapda Mitra’ pro-
gramme was launched by the
National Disaster Management
Authority in May 2016 with a
focus on training community
volunteers with the skills that
they would need to respond to
their community’s immediate
needs in the aftermath of a dis-
aster thereby enabling them to
undertake basic relief and res-
cue tasks during emergency
situations such as floods,
cyclone, earthquake, fire, etc.
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Dilli Haat-INA, Chandni
Chowk and Connaught

Place are among the most
sought-after locations for film
and web series shoots in Delhi,
which has witnessed over a
dozen productions since the
implementation of the city
government’s film policy last
May. The Delhi Tourism and
Transportation Development
Corporation acts as a facilita-
tor for film productions in the
capital.

The Tourism department
has received 52 applications for
film and web series shoots
since the Delhi Film Policy -
2022 was introduced last May,
the official said.  Under the pol-
icy, a single-window e-Film
Clearance portal has been cre-
ated to bring over 20 agencies

that grant the various approvals
related to film production.

The government has facil-
itated 13 film and web series
shoots since the policy’s imple-
mentation. These include two
Hollywood films, the official
said.  "Chandni Chowk,
Connaught Place, Dilli Haat-
INA and Pritampura are the
most sought-after locations.
Producers are also interested in

filming at the Red Fort. Birla
Mandir is also popular," he
added.

The official said, "We have
facilitated the production of 13
films and web series, including
a few international movies.
We have received applications
(to film) at 52 locations as a
movie requires multiple loca-
tions. At present, seven appli-
cations are in process."
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The Delhi Police has regis-
tered a case based on a

complaint by a senior
Territorial Army officer that a
fake website of the organisa-
tion has been created by
"scamsters" who are carrying
out a fake recruitment drive
using the online platform.
Terroirtal army is described as
"a citizens army which assess
regular armed force in times
of need."

In the complaint, the
official has alleged that the
website with the URL
https://recttterritorialarmy.Co.
In/ is flashing a fake news
about recruitment drive of
the Territorial Army on their

domain and also maligning
the image of Territorial Army
and leading to financial loss-
es to the young aspirants.
The fake website has also
uploaded fake forms and QR
codes for payment to dupe job
aspirants, he alleged.

The complaint addressed
to Delhi Police Commissioner
as well as to Delhi Police’s
Special Cell unit also men-
tioned the official website of
Territorial Army which is
www.Jointerritorialarmy.Gov.I
n.  "It is very important to take
necessary action against the
domain concerned as this has
various repercussion which
includes maligning the image
of Territorial Army and Indian
Army. 
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Close on the heels of India-
made eye drops and

cough-syrup-associated deaths
in the US and the Gambia and
Uzbekistan respectively, the
Drug Controller General of
India (DCGI) and States drug
controller authorities has
recently cracked the whip
against the manufacture of
substandard drugs conducted
joint inspections at 76 pharma
companies and cancelled the
licences of 18 of them for pro-
ducing spurious and adulter-
ated drugs, officials said on
Tuesday.

As part of the special drive
by the Central Drugs Standard
Control Organisation and state
drug regulators, 203 firms had
been identified and action has
been taken against 76 of them
which includes issuance of
show cause notices to 26 com-
panies. The inspections were
carried out across 20 states and
Union territories in the past 15
days, they said.

They further said that the

action has been taken against
76 companies in the first phase
of a special drive against the
manufacture of substandard
drugs.

"Licences of 18 pharma
companies have been cancelled
for manufacturing spurious
and adulterated drugs and for
violating GMP (good manu-
facturing practice).... Besides,
26 firms have been given show-
cause notices," an official
source said.

The sources said that as
part of the special drive, the
regulators have identified 203
firms. A majority of the com-
panies are from Himachal
Pradesh (70), followed by

Uttarakhand (45) and Madhya
Pradesh (23).

As per the details shared by
the Union Health Ministry,
the maximum- 70- number of
drug manufacturing units iden-
tified for inspection are in
Himachal Pradesh, the drug
manufacturing hub of India.
Himachal Pradesh is followed
by Uttarakhand (45), Madhya
Pradesh (23) and Uttar Pradesh
(20).

The other states where
defaulting drug manufacturers
are located include West
Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar,
Gujarat, Maharashtra, Tamil
Nadu, Telangana and Sikkim
among others.
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Congress on Tuesday
announced over a month-

long agitational programmes
from block to national level,
including a 'Jai Bharat Maha
Satyagraha' in the second week
of April, to protest Rahul
Gandhi's disqualification from
Lok Sabha and to press their
demand for a JPC probe into
the Adani issue.

The agitational pro-
grammes include the
'Loktantra Bachao Mashal
Shanti March' starting from
Red Fort on Tuesday and a
series of press conferences in 35
major cities across the country
on Wednesday.

As part of 'Loktantra
Bachao Mashal Shanti March'
Congress leaders assembled
near the Red Fort on Tuesday
with burning torches in their
hands but soon were dispersed
and many detained by police
forces. Congress leaders,
including former Uttarakhand
Chief Minister Harish Rawat,
former Delhi Congress chief
and MP JP Agarwal were
detained by the Delhi Police.

BRS MP Keshav Rao too

was spotted at the protest site.
Senior leader P Chidambaram
was also stopped from reach-

ing the Red Fort, from where
the party had planned a protest
march to Town Hall in old

Delhi's Chandni Chowk.
Addressing a press confer-

ence along general secretary in-
charge Jairam Ramesh, AICC
general secretary in-charge
organisation K C Venugopal
said in solidarity with Rahul
Gandhi and in support of his
uncompromising fight against
the "loot of public and nation-
al wealth by the Modi-Adani
nexus", the party organised a
one-day 'Sankalp Satyagraha' at
Raj Ghat in and in front of
Gandhi statues, in all state and
district headquarters early this
week.
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With Rahul Gandhi’s dis-
qualification from Lok

Sabha coming as a blessing in
disguise for the fragmented
Opposition, Congress is set to
convene a meeting of top
Opposition leaders next
month after some of them
urged the grand old party to
take the lead in strengthening

unity among anti-BJP forces.
Party sources said the

meeting would take forward
the bonhomie displayed by
several Opposition parties
during the Budget Session of
Parliament and it would be
expanded outside too.

Congress sources said the
proposal for this meeting was
made at the meeting of oppo-
sition leaders convened by
Congress president

Mallikarjun Kharge at his
residence on Monday
evening.

Leaders, including NCP
chief Sharad Pawar, DMK
leader T R Baalu, JDU's Lallan
Singh and a CPI-M leader,
called upon the Congress
leadership to convene a meet-
ing of party's national presi-
dents and top leaders to chalk
out a blueprint for the 2024
general elections.
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In the backdrop of legal pro-
ceedings involving Congress

leader Rahul Gandhi in India,
the US  has said it is watching the
court case while observing
Washington continues to engage
with India on the shared com-
mitment towards democratic
principles and the protection of
human rights, including free-
dom of expression.

"Respect for the rule of law
and judicial independence is a
cornerstone of any democracy.
We are watching Mr Gandhi's
case in Indian courts and we
engage with the Government of
India on our shared commit-
ment to democratic values,
including, freedom of expres-
sion," the State Department's
Deputy spokesperson Vedant
Patel told reporters in
Washington at a news confer-
ence late Monday.

"In our engagements with
our Indian partners, we con-
tinue to highlight the impor-
tance of democratic principles
and the protection of human
rights, including freedom of
expression, as a key to strength-
ening both our democracies,"
he said.
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Taking note of India’s request
to prevent fugitive

Amritpal Singh from fleeing
from their country to a third
nation, Nepal has put him on
its surveillance list.  He is
believed to be hiding there and
New Delhi requested
Kathmandu to arrest Amritpal
if he attempts to escape on an
Indian passport or any other
fake passport.

Reports from Kathmandu
said the Nepal-India border
area has been kept on 'high
alert' for two days. Police in
plain clothes have stepped up
vigilance in the border area as
Singh could enter the country
from Kapilvastu in Western
Nepal.

The Department of
Immigration has put Singh on
its surveillance list following a
request from the Indian
Embassy here, officials said in
Kathmandu.

"We have received a writ-
ten note along with a copy of
his passport from the (Indian)

embassy suspecting that
Amritpal Singh might have
entered Nepal," said Kamal
Prasad Pandey, the Information
Officer at the Department late
Monday.

"The Indian Embassy has
sent the note asking the
Department to put Singh, a
member of a separatist group,
on the surveillance list," Pandey
said. It was suspected that he
had entered Nepal and was hid-
ing somewhere around.  There
was no immediate confirma-
tion about the letter from the
Indian mission in Kathmandu.

Earlier, the Kathmandu
Post newspaper reported that
in a letter sent to the

Department of Consular
Services on Saturday, the
Indian Embassy in Kathmandu
has requested the government
agencies to arrest Singh if he
tries to flee from Nepal.

"Singh is currently hiding
in Nepal," the paper said, cit-
ing a copy of the letter obtained
by it. "The esteemed ministry
is requested to inform the
Department of Immigration
not to permit Amritpal Singh
to travel through Nepal for any
third country and arrest him if
he attempts to escape from
Nepal using Indian Passport or
any other fake passport under
intimation to this mission," it
said. The letter and Singh's per-

sonal details have been circu-
lated to all the concerned agen-
cies from hotels to airlines, the
paper said, citing multiple
sources.

Singh, who is said to be
possessing multiple passports
with different identities, has
been on the run since March 18
when the police launched a
crackdown against him.

The elusive preacher gave
the police the slip and escaped
their dragnet when his caval-
cade was intercepted in
Punjab's Jalandhar district.

Meanwhile, the Home
Ministry has directed all secu-
rity agencies to be on high alert
in the Nepal-India border area.

Citing ministry sources,
My Republica newspaper said
the instruction was given at the
request of Indian security offi-
cials and the Nepal-India bor-
der area has been kept on
'high alert' for two days.

Quoting sources, the report
said that police in plain clothes
have stepped up vigilance in the
border area as Singh could
enter the country from
Kapilvastu in Western Nepal.
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As the operation to nab
Amritpal Singh entered

the 10th day on Tuesday,
British broadcaster BBC
News'  Punjabi  language
Twitter account was blocked.

Visitors  to @bbc-
newspunjabi were met with a
gray screen and the message:

'...account has been withheld
in India in response to a legal
demand'.

Reports indicate that over
100 Twitter handles and mul-
tiple YouTube channels have
been blocked as Punjab and
the centre hunt down
Amritpal Singh. The opera-
tion to capture the 'Waris
Punjab De'  chief  was
launched March 18.
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India will continue to work
with African nations to pro-

mote regional security, foster
stability and enhance the
defence capabilities together,
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh
said on Tuesday.

He reiterated India’s com-
mitment to provide support to
African partner-countries in all
defence related matters, includ-
ing capability enhancement of
their Armed Forces, to ensure
their economic growth and
social development. He empha-
sised that the full potential of a
nation’s progress can be realised
only when its security is
ensured.

Rajnath made these obser-
vations in Pune during his
address at the first edition of
India-Africa Army Chiefs’
Conclave organised on the side-
lines of 2nd Africa-India Joint
Exercise ‘AFINDEX.’  The con-

clave was attended by Army
chief General Manoj Pande and
Chiefs and representatives of 31
African nations, along with
other civil and defence digni-
taries.

“We believe that preserva-
tion of individual human rights
such as the right to life and per-
sonal liberty, right to employ-
ment and right to livelihood are
dependent on a strong and
effective state apparatus which
can ensure the Rule of Law as
well as promote economic

growth and social development.
Development can only take
place in a safe and secure envi-
ronment,” the defence minister
said. “Though many of us have
come a long way since our inde-
pendence, there are many
African countries where the
capacity building of state sys-
tems is still a work in progress,”
he said while emphasising the
need to build robust state struc-
tures which can cater to the
needs and aspirations of the
people.
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Multi-alignment and hedg-
ing are the order of the

day as the present era is an era
of poly crises and all aspects of
globalization are under stress
including trade, technology,
finance, movement of human
resources, energy and food.

Making this point here on
Tuesday, chief of the Manohar
Parrikar Institute for Defence
Studies and Analyses (IDSA)
Sujan R. Chinoy also expressed
apprehensions that many
developed nations might face
recession at a time when the
impact of Covid 19 and Russia
Ukraine war has exacerbated
regional economic challenges.
In such a context, hedging and
multi-alignment are the order
of the day.

He expressed his optimism
about India becoming a devel-
oped country by the centenary
year of its independence riding

on its resilient economy and
fast growth rate. Talking about
the Indo Pacific, he said that it
was emerging as a more trans-
parent and inclusive construct
and India would favour an
inclusive and rule-based order
in the region.

In his introductory
address, Chinoy said in Asia’s
multi-polarity lies the hope
for multi-polarity at the glob-
al level. He said India’s G20
presidency has many firsts.
For the first time, it is being
taken to the masses and four
developing countries are host-
ing it back to back— last year
it was Indonesia and this year
it is India. Over the next two
years Brazil and South Africa
are going to host it.
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Aday after a Namibian chee-
tah died at the Kuno

National Park in Madhya
Pradesh, the Supreme Court on
Tuesday sought details of
experts in the Cheetah Task
Force such as their qualification
and experience. The four-and-
a-half-year-old female cheetah,
named Sasha, died due to a kid-
ney ailment more than six
months after she was translo-
cated to the Kuno National
Park (KNP) from Namibia,
along with seven other big cats.
A bench of Justices B R Gavai
and Vikram Nath asked the
Centre to furnish details of the
experts in the task force who
specialise in cheetah manage-
ment, their experience and

qualification within two weeks.
The top court's direction

came while hearing an applica-
tion filed by the Centre seeking
direction from the court that it
is no longer necessary and
mandatory for the National
Tiger Conservation Authority
(NTCA) to continue taking the
guidance and advice of the
expert committee appointed by
this court through an order
dated January 28, 2020.

The top court had then said

that the three-member com-
mittee comprising former direc-
tor of wildlife protection M K
Ranjit Sinh, chief conservator of
forests, wildlife administration
in Uttarakhand Dhananjai
Mohan and the DIG (Wildlife)
of the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change
(MoEFCC) will guide the
NTCA in the introduction of
African cheetahs in India.

Senior Advocate Prashanto
Chandra Sen, appearing for
NGO Centre for Environment
Law WWF, said that the
Cheetah Task Force does not
have any cheetah expert in the
panel. He said that since chee-
tahs have been brought, the
NTCA should continue to work
with the expert committee con-
stituted by the apex court, at

least for the initial level.
"Cheetahs have come and we
have lost one of them. There is
a need to have experts, who
have wide knowledge and expe-
rience in cheetah management,"
he said.

Additional Solicitor General
Aishwarya Bhati, appearing for
the Centre, said that the gov-
ernment has prepared a scien-
tific action plan for introduction
of cheetah in India. "The action
plan is a comprehensive scien-
tific document prepared in con-
sultation with scientists, veteri-
narians, forest officers and chee-
tah experts from India as well as
other countries like Namibia,
South Africa, United States of
America, etc.," she said.

Bhati said that it cannot be
a case that only their experts

know everything and other
experts do not know anything
about cheetah management.

Justice Nath observed that
nowadays the government is
taking a lot of interest in wildlife
protection.

The bench posted the mat-
ter after two weeks and asked
Bhati to submit details of chee-
tah experts in the task force.

The Centre, in its applica-
tion said that as per the action
plan for cheetah introduction in
India, annually 8-14 cheetahs
are required to be brought in
from African countries for the
next five-years at least and an
MoU has been signed between
Government of India and
Republic of Namibia and South
Africa for cooperation in the
field of cheetah conservation.
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Union Housing and Urban
Affairs  (MoHUA)

Minister Hardeep Singh Puri
informed that 97% of wards
today have door-to-door col-
lection and approximately
75% of the total waste is
being processed and 90% of
wards are practicing source
segregation. He was address-
ing the Members of the
Consultat ive Committee
attached to the Ministry of
Housing & Urban Affairs.

Minister of State for
Housing and Urban Affairs,
Kaushal Kishore,  Manoj
Joshi, Secretary, MoHUA,
Naresh Kumar,  Chief
Secretary, Govt. of NCT of
Delhi, Commissioner, DDA,
Commissioner, MCD and
senior officers from the SBM
attended the meeting on
behalf of MoHUA.  Ramesh
Bidhuri, Dr.Kalpana Saini,
Thiru A.K.P.Chinraj  &
Parvesh Sahib Singh were the

Members of Parliament who
attended the meeting.

Informing the members,
the minister further  stated
that at the time of launch of
the Swachh Bharat Mission,
95 lakh tonnes per annum
(i.e. 26,027 tonnes per day) of
waste was treatment capacity
across processes such as com-
posting, bio-methanation,
RDF and waste to energy
plants.  This  has been
enhanced substantially in the
last 8 years, and presently,
designed input capacity of
functional waste to energy
and waste to compost plants
is approx.1 lakh TPD (incl.
C&D waste processing
plants). 

Puri said that there are
2,285 functional waste to
compost plants with capacity
to process 71,682 tonnes of
waste per day (TPD), and
another 73 plants are under
construction, with approx.
input capacity of 1,084 tonnes
per day. 
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Batting for feeding of stray
dogs on the premises of a

housing society, the Bombay
High Court observed here on
Tuesday that hating and treat-
ing dogs with cruelty “can
never be an acceptable
approach from the people of a
civil society” as such an act of
cruelty to such animals “would
be against the Constitutional
ethos and statutory provisions”.

Hearing a petition filed by
a dog-lover of a cooperative
housing society in Mumbai
seeking designated feeding
areas in housing society for
stray dogs, a HC division bench
of Justices GS Kulkarni and RN
Laddha refused to restrain the
petitioner Paromita Purthan
from feeding the stray dogs on
the premises of a housing soci-
ety. It asked the housing soci-
ety’s Managing Committee to
discuss the matter with the
petitioner and find a suitable
place for feeding stray dogs in

the society.
In her petition, Purthan

had – among other things —
alleged to the High Court that
the managing committee of the
society was resorting to 18
stray dogs by taking a stand
that it would not provide a des-
ignated feeding spot for feed-
ing the stray dogs and threat-
ened to hire bouncers to
restrain her from feeding the
dogs.

Purthan is a resident of
RNA Royale Park, a co-opera-
tive housing society located at
Kandivali (west) in north

Mumbai.
Taking a serious cogni-

sance of the petitioner’s com-
plaint against the managing
Committee of the housing soci-
ety, the HC bench noted that
treating stray dogs with cruel-
ty was an “unacceptable
approach” from persons living
in a civilised society.

“To hate stray dogs and/or
treat them with cruelty can
never be an acceptable
approach, from persons of civil
society, as an act of cruelty to
such animals would be against
the Constitutional ethos and
the statutory provisions,” the
HC bench stated in its nine-
page order.

Underscoring the need for
taking care of stray animals,
Justice Kulkarni noted:  “These
are all living beings, we have to
care for them. The petitioner
has been nurturing dogs in a
particular area, and they will
continue coming there. You
have to take care and survive
with them”.
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The Bombay High Court on
Tuesday admitted an appli-

cation seeking a investigation
by the Enforcement Directorate
(ED) into the alleged irregu-
larities and corruption in the
grant of rebate towards the
Covid-19 relief and also for
dented buses by the
Brihanmumbai Municipal
Corporation (BMC)-controlled
BEST Undertaking resulting in
huge loss to the civic body
exchequer.   

Allowing a praecipe filed
by RTI activist and lawyer
Pravin Wategaonkar seeking
urgency of a Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) filed by him
earlier this month, a HC bench
of Revati Justices Revati
Mohite-Dere and  Sharmila U
Deshmukh agreed to hear the
matter at an early date.

In his petition,
Wategaonkar said that the
BEST Undertaking had  on
January 23, 2019 issued a let-
ter of successful bidder M/s
Sign Post India Pvt. Ltd.
approving its offer of Rs. 95.50
crore for display of advertise-
ment on panels of buses of the
Undertaking for a period of
three years i.e. from February
2019 to February 2022.

The letter of allotment
required M/s Signpost to adju-
dicate the contract agreement
as regards the stamp duty
payable and execute the same
within one month. The con-
tractor acknowledged the let-
ter and confirmed he would
comply with the terms and
conditions. However the agree-
ment was neither adjudicated
nor executed for the entire
three- year period, thus evad-
ing stamp duty payable of
about Rs. 48 lakh and also vio-
lating the Mumbai Municipal
Corporations Act.

In addition, the public ser-
vants of the BEST Undertaking

– against Rs 95.50 crore receiv-
able – had granted M/s Sign
Post India Pvt. Ltd towards
Covid relief and also for dent-
ed buses without existence of
valid contract thereby causing
wrongful loss to public exche-
quer and wrongful gain to the
said contractor of about Rs. 42
crore.

Wategaonkar had earlier
lodged a complaint with the
Economic Offence Wing
(EOW) of the Mumbai police.
Without taking any action on
the complaint, the EOW of
Mumbai had forwarded the
complaint to BMC
Commissioner on January 5,
2023 and maintained existence
of 'contractual arrangement’
and asked the petitioner to
withdraw his complaint.

In his PIL, the petitioner
has urged the high court to
direct the EOW to register
offences against the officials of
BEST including its General
manager and others for cheat-
ing (section 42o), forgery ( sec-
tion 463), conspiracy (section
120 B) under the Indian Penal
Code, section  13 (criminal
misconduct by a public ser-
vant) under the Prevention of
Corruption Act, 1988

The petitioner has also
urged the high court to direct
the ED to invoke the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, 2002 and con-
duct investigations under the
supervision of the court with-
out any further delay.
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Disqualified Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi has now

found himself in another ‘jibe’
row over his comments on
freedom fighter Veer Savarkar
after already being convicted
for two years imprisonment in
the ‘all Modi chor’ snub.

While the grandson of late
Hindutva ideologue Savarkar
has sought action against the
former Congress chief for his
comments and also challenged
Rahul to show documents that
prove he had apologised to the
British, former Union Minister
Sharad Pawar pitched in to tone
down the strain developed in

the Maharashtra Vikas Aghadi
(MVA) alliance of which NCP,
Congress and Shiv Sena is part
and also ran a Uddhav
Thackeray led government.

Terming it unfortunate,
former vice president M
Venkaiah Naidu said that V D
Savarkar's name was being
"blackened needlessly" by those
who seem to be ignorant of his
"matchless sacrifice" during
the freedom struggle. Without
naming anyone, he said the
country's heroes and national-
ists deserve utmost respect.

Maharashtra BJP chief
Chandrashekhar Bawankule
dared Uddhav Thackeray to
walk out of MVA if he really
cannot tolerate late Hindutva

ideologue V D Savarkar's
"insult" by Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi.

Thackeray and Pawar have
asked Rahul Gandhi not to tar-

get Savarkar, a revered figure in
Maharashtra. The Thackeray
faction of the Shiv Sena had
skipped the meeting convened
by Kharge as a mark of protest

against Gandhi's remarks tar-
geting Savarkar.

Sources from Opposition
meeting said Congress has
agreed to tone down its criti-
cism of Savarkar. As part of the
Opposition leaders meeting
Pawar stepped in to play the
peacemaker by conveying the
Shiv Sena's concerns on the
issue to the Congress leader-
ship.

Pawar raised the issue and
made it clear that targeting
Savarkar, a revered figure in
Maharashtra, would not help
the opposition alliance in the
state.Former Congress
Presidents Sonia Gandhi and
Rahul Gandhi were present at
the meeting along with leaders

of opposition parties.
Pawar also told Rahul

Gandhi that Savarkar was never
a member of the RSS and
underscored that the real fight
of the opposition parties was
with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and the BJP.

As the BJP stepped up
attack on Rahul Gandhi and
sought his apology for "malign-
ing" India on his recent tour to
the UK, the former Lok Sabha
member from Wayanad had
said that he was not Savarkar
and would not apologise.

Rahul’s "My name is not
Savarkar, my name is Gandhi
and Gandhi does not offer an
apology to anyone" remark has
drawn fire from BJP.  
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The Expert Appraisal
Committee (EAC) of the

Union Environment Ministry
has deferred the decision to
grant green nod for construc-
tion of the poll-bound
Karnataka Government’s
much-ambitious greenfield air-
port at Vijayapura and has
sought additional information.
The Ministry gives environ-
ment clearances (EC) to 'A' cat-
egory projects based on the rec-
ommendations of the Expert
Appraisal Committee (EAC).

The panel in its meeting
held last month, to be precise
on February 24, also took cog-
nizance that while the google
images have shown construc-
tion being undertaken at the
site even as the nod is pending,
the project proponent had
failed to give undertaking that

no such activity was being
executed.

With this development, the
construction of the proposed
airport is likely to be delayed
much to the chagrin of the
Karnataka Government which
is keen to flag off the project by
March so that it can be inau-
gurated before the Election
Commission Model Code of
Conduct is imposed  on the
State.

The project is to come up
at the 727 acres (294.20 ha) area
for which land has already
been acquired. Initially three
other sites namely Bijapur (at
Arakeri village near Bhutanal
tank), Mulwada and
Madhubhavi were considered
but not found feasible for the
project.

However, the EAC chaired
by Promode Kant, while exam-
ining Google based
imageries/maps of the pro-
posed site, noticed “some con-
struction work at the proposed
site. On enquiry, the proponent
informed that only some
preparatory work has been
carried out on the site. The
EAC requested the proponent
to submit an undertaking
wherein it is clearly stated that
no construction work had been
initiated on the proposed site.
However, the proponent could
not submit the undertaking at
the EAC meeting held on
February 24.

“In view of non-submis-
sion of the undertaking regard-
ing existing construction work,
the proposal has been
deferred,” said the panel. If
media reports are to be
believed, work on the internal
road, parking facilities, and
the apron has been completed,
work is still under way on the
runway, taxiway and other
facilities.
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Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on

Tuesday mounted fresh attacks
on the Centre for blocking
State's funds and admitted her
Government's folly in sup-
porting the Goods and Services
Tax (GST) regime that had
reduced the States' say and con-
trol over the taxes.

Banerjee who flagged off
from Singur the much touted
Pathashree project for con-
structing 12,000 km of roads in
rural Bengal said she had sup-
ported the GST Bill because she
thought that it benefit the State
but I'n real terms it turned out
to be the opposite.

"I thought that GST would
finally become beneficial for us
but now we realise that we had
done a mistake by supporting

it ...
"This is because the Centre

is misusing it's provisions by
collecting all the taxes from our
State but not giving us a far-
thing," Banerjee said at the
meeting organised at Singur
once the hotbed of her land
movement which finally saw
the Tata Motors abandon it's
nearly-completed Nano car
project.

Alleging that the Centr
had stopped funds meant for
MNREGA, OBC scholarship,
Prime Minister's Awas Yojna
etc Banerjee said she would
continue to fight against the
deprivation.

In fact the Chief Minister

was scheduled to sit in a two-
day dharna against issues like
price rise, Centra deprivation
increasing unemployment etc.

Taking a dig at the Centre
for its alleged anti-poor policies
Banerjee said, "it is an irony
that you have to boil the free
rice (provided by the govern-
ment) on a gas that costs Rs
1149."
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ADivision Bench of the
Calcutta HC on Tuesday

ordered a CBI investigation
into the alleged attack on the
convoy of Union Home
Minister of State for Home
Affairs Nishit Pramanik.

Pramanik's convoy was
attacked allegedly by TMC
supporters at Dinhata in
Coochbehar district when he
went there on February 25 to
attend a political programme.
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The Delhi High Court on
Tuesday issued summons

to Uddhav Thackeray, Aaditya
Thackeray and Sanjay Raut on
a civil defamation suit filed by
Eknath Shinde faction leader
Rahul Shewale for their state-
ments against Shinde faction.
Justice Prateek Jalan, however,
declined to pass any interim
order restraining the leaders
from making any statements
saying no interim order can be
passed without hearing the
defendants. "I don't want to
pass a gag order on day one, an
injunction against free speech
in a political fight," the judge
said. 

Shewale, who is the  leader
of Shiv Sena in the Lok Sabha,
moved Court alleging that Raut
had said that there was a deal
of Rs. 2000 crore following
which the Shiv Sena name and
bow and arrow symbol was

allotted to the Eknath Shinde
faction by the Election
Commission by a recent order. 

Senior Advocate Rajiv
Nayar appeared for Shewale
and asked the court to pass an
order to injunct Thackerays
and Raut from making any fur-
ther defamatory allegations.
The Court said that these are
matters falling within political
arena and it will pass orders
only after hearing the defen-
dants. 

Nayar said that the defen-
dants have made allegations
against institutions like the
Election Commission. Justice
Jalan responded by saying that
institutions will have to stand
up for themselves. 
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After outwitting Uddhav
Thackrey in the power

game in Maharashtra, the
Shinde-led Shiv Sena plans to
expand nationally and to soon
formalize the party structure
across  19 States.

Accoring to the Shinde-
Shiv Sena, the party will
"Prioritise Hindutva and Good
Governance" while executing
its plan to expand nationally
ahead of the Lok Sabha polls
which are barely 12 months
away.

The party said on the
occasion of Navratra, senior
Shiv Sena leaders and former
Union Minister Anandrao
Adsul visited Sankat Mochan
Hanuman Mandir in the
national Capital and said "the
party would leverage youth
leadership to expand in over 19

states".
"Shiva Sena would honour

and take forward the legacy of
Bala Saheb Thakre with regards
to Hindutva and alliance with
its old ally BJP"   said 
Adsul.

While unfolding its expan-
sion plan   the party asserted
that it had  proved its "good
governance in eight months of
its rule in Maharashtra".

“We want to honour and
take forward the legacy of Bala
Saheb Thakre with regards to
propagation of Hindutva, good
governance, and age-old
alliances and accordingly we
have chalked out its national
plans and actions.The party
aims to reach out and strength-
en its hold in 19 states at the
earliest. We are reaching out
with people with our Hindutva
and good governance agenda"
, informed the Shiv Sena MP.
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Ashwini Kumar Choubey,
Minister of State for

Environment, Forest and
Climate Change and
Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution, stated that
the Dharm Sansad and the
World Guru-Bharat
Mahayagya for world peace will
be held from April 6 to 10 in
Delhi. The event will take place
at the Chhatarpur temple area,
with saints from various States
of the country attending the
Sanatan Sanskriti Samagam.

The information was
shared by Central Minister
Choubey during a press con-
ference held at his govern-
ment residence in Delhi. 

He stated that on the first
day of the five-day Sanatan cul-
ture confluence, the Dharm
Sansad will be held.
Additionally, for the next four
days, yajnas and pujas will be
conducted.
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It is true that all our lives
we seek punishment for
those who insult, cheat,
harm us, etc. We alone
are generally unable to

do so, because this creation
was not made that way. As far
as punishment is concerned,
God has held it to himself.
This is not like a principal dis-
ciplining a student, but more.
It is also more than what the
law can do, because many are
never brought to justice in
present life. We can agree that
there is apparent injustice, and
we cannot do anything about
it. We get angry because
wrongdoers escape punish-
ment and good people suffer. 

Let us analyse and find
out what actually happens.
The system must be based on
justice. It is. And the system
is foolproof. No one deserv-
ing punishment should
escape. There are two parts in
this. One is why it cannot be
done the way we want, i.e.,
instant or quick punishment
to the alleged offender. The
other is how it is efficiently
done.

Let me explain why it
cannot be done. A chance to
reform oneself is given. What
would we like to happen if we
were offenders? Let's be hon-

est. We, like everyone else,
make mistakes willingly or
unwillingly. We realise what
we have done, and are sorry
about it. We are prepared to
apologise, compensate etc.
Shouldn’t we be given a
chance to do that? If there was
instant punishment, this
opportunity would not be
there. As a matter of fact, we
are given plenty of chances to
rectify our mistakes, because
that is fair. Lord Krishna
states, “Having limbs on all
sides; having eyes, head and
mouth on all sides; having
ears on all sides. It is he (God)
who pervades all of this
world.” (13.13) The system is
foolproof.

There is another consid-
eration. What would instant
punishment do to other
members of the offender's

family? Suppose he or she
deserves capital punishment.
What happened to the fami-
ly, who were not guilty? The
crime was done in anger or
lust. Aren’t many connected
to us? Divine authorities must
consider this important fact.
They do because creation
must go on fairly. The system
cannot function if some stray
crime causes unnecessary
disturbance. There is anoth-
er consideration also. It may
be more painful for someone
who has been wronged if
immediate punishment is
administered. For example, a
husband beats his wife, and
deserves harsh punishment. If
the husband is punished
immediately, it will inconve-
nience the wife further. 

Now we come to some
details about how justice is
administered. Essentially, it is
based on the ‘Karmaphala
Principle’, which is : “What
you sow you reap.” Isn’t that
fair? In this administration of
justice our past lives and the
present life are taken into con-
sideration. This is i.e. what we
have been doing and what
rewards and punishments are
due to us. 

As we can see, people
from different backgrounds

have different natures. Some
are kind, some are cruel.
However, all have faults in
their natures. Only liberated
persons are almost fault-free
and are preparing for libera-
tion in the present life. God
is very active in their lives.
Divine authorities control all
others. For example, a person
is given a good soul as a
reward. To punish, one is
given a soul that is less good
than that which is good. Since
most of us have not yet
achieved liberation, we live
mixed lives; well-mannered
people also get punished in
life. And so-called bad people
also have many successes in
their lives.

This process is quite com-
plicated. Lord Krishna has
described it as: “The intrica-
cies of action (Karma) are
very difficult to understand.”
(The Gita 4.17) Therefore, let
us not be drawn into judge-
ment about others; why
someone must be punished
and now. It is all done in a sys-
tematic way that covers the
present and future lives. No
one is denied what is due to
him or her and no one
escapes the punishment.

(The writer is a spiritual
writer)
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to such accusations , the reaction by the PM
and his colleagues is to attack those who
make criticisms.

Ranganathan Sivakumar | Chennai
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Sir — The death of the veteran Malayalam
actor, Innocent, is unfortunate, he will be
remembered for his humour and
enthralling audience members. In his
career spanning five decades, Innocent
became a household name in the
Malayalam film industry mostly through
his comedic roles. He predominantly
worked in Malayalam films in addition to
few Tamil, Kannada, Hindi films. He gave
life to some of the most loved characters
of Malayalam cinema and featured in over
500 films. He made his silver screen
debut in 1972 with the film Nirithsala co-
starring Prem Nazeer who was also wide-
ly regarded as one of the most influential
actors in Indian cinema history.

Innocent was a multi talented persona,
a talented and versatile actor, master of
humour. He was also known for incredi-
ble dialogue delivery. He was also a pro-
ducer, author, and politician Member of

Lok Sabha (2014-2019),
Beside films and politics, Thespian also

had authored some books including an
inspiration book titled Cancer Wardile
chiri"(Laughter in the cancer ward), where
he has written about cancer treatment in
a most humorous way which will contin-
ue to give courage to hundreds of patients
battling this chronic tis disease, even
today this disease still carries a lot of taboo.
Innocent leaves behind an illustrative
legacy of over five decades as an incredi-
ble artist who entertained his numerous
fans with trade mark mannerism                

Innocent will truly be remembered by
the generations of Malayalam cinema
fans in Kerala and other parts of the coun-
try and by the large Malayalam diaspora
spread across GCC countries. They unit-
edly mourned his death and paid homage
to the immortal actor and legend of
Malayalam cinema. He was a legend and
inspiration for generations. Who will be
greatly missed

Ramesh G Jethwani | Bangalore
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Sir — This refers to the editorial, 'Dirty
debate' (March 27). Following the convic-
tion of the scion of the Gandhi family,
Rahul Gandhi, by a Surat court over his
unsavoury utterance 'why all the thieves
have the Modi surname in common', the
top echelons of the Congress have resort-
ed to a dharna at Rajghat in Delhi in sup-
port of their would be Prime Minister as
if some unprecedented faux pas might have
been committed by the court. Before it, 32
MPs/MLAs/MLCs were sentenced &
divested of their respective membership.
Had the disqualified MP tendered an apol-
ogy, as he had done in the Rafale case
before the Supreme Court, he would have
escaped with impunity. The Surat court has
affirmed that, no matter how big you may
be, you are not above law' & laws are
applied equally on all, irrespective of the
social or economical status. It is equally
bizarre that all the divergent opposition
parties have come together in support of
Rahul Gandhi. I am of the opinion that
unless a person is reminded of his mistake,
how will he be able to know about his
wrong doing? 

Sagar Singh | Muzaffarnagar
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Sir — Defamation laws in India is more
severe than in most countries. It is exac-
erbated even a bit by the fact that the cur-
rent legal system is sufficiently broken to
allow people with money and power to use
defamation to intimidate critics. In Rahul
Gandhi’s disqualification from the
Parliament, the case itself is debatable. A
legal scholar tweeted: “References to a
generic class of persons are not actionable
unless an individual can show a direct ref-
erence to themselves.” 

It is not that Rahul has made some con-
temptuous remarks against an entire com-
munity, but he has elicited the PM’s asso-
ciation with disgraced business figures,
with some of them sharing the same name.
Cronyism has been a weak spot for Mr.
Modi, amplified and exemplified by the
Adani affair. Rather than taking head-on
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nicate, theatre's role in mass
communication is still relevant
today for:

� Theatres can create
immersive experiences that
cannot be replicated digitally.
With the rise of streaming plat-
forms, people have access to a
wide variety of content at their
fingertips. Theatre offers an
unforgettable experience that
cannot be captured on screen.
It allows the audience to
engage with the performers
and experience emotions in
real-time. Even many actors
performing in a variety of
television series today have
theatre backgrounds.

� Theatre can serve as a
platform for social commen-
tary and discussion. In today's
digital age, there is an abun-
dance of information available
to us. Theatre can provide a
more nuanced and personal
perspective on issues relevant
to society. It can spark conver-
sations and encourage people
to think critically about the
world around them.

�Theatre can be used for
education and awareness. In a
world where misinformation is
rampant, theatre can be uti-
lized to educate people about
relevant issues from dowry to

female foeticide, to corruption,
to environmental issues and so
on. It can be used to teach his-
tory, culture, and social issues
in an engaging and interactive
way.

� Theatres can leverage
technology to enhance audi-
ence experiences. While the
core of theatre is live perfor-
mance, technology can be
used to enhance the audience
experience. For example, pro-
jection mapping, sound effects,
and lighting can be used to cre-
ate a more immersive and
engaging experience for the
audience.

� Theatre can be used to
connect with audiences
beyond physical borders. With
the rise of digital platforms,
theatre can be accessed by
audiences from all over the
world. This offers theatre prac-
titioners a unique opportuni-
ty to connect with diverse
audiences and share their sto-
ries globally.

Theatre's role in mass
communication in this digital
age is still relevant today. It
offers an exceptional and
immersive experience, which
can only be felt as one watch-
es actors performing various
scenes. Today technology can

and indeed is providing access
to theatre productions making
them more engaging and
interesting - even connecting
with audiences beyond phys-
ical borders. Theatre practi-
tioners can leverage these
opportunities to reach a wider
audience and make a mean-
ingful impact on society.

World Theatre Day was
first celebrated by the
International Theatre Institute
(ITI), the world's largest per-
forming arts body, in 1961.
From the ancient times to the
present, theatre has immense-
ly contributed to the growth of
society. It inspires creative
people to understand social
realities as they exist. Autho-
rities (read government) and
opinion leaders must be aware
of the impact theatre makes on
a nation's life. It is appropriate
to bring in Shakespeare again
for he had rightly pointed out
in his play “As You Like It” that:
"All the world's a stage/And all
the men and women are mere-
ly players;/They have their
exits and their entrances/And
one man in his time plays
many parts”.

(The writer is Programme
Executive, Gandhi Smriti and

Darshan Samiti)

6����������������
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Speak the speech, I pray you, as I
pronounced it to you -trippingly
on the tongue; but if you mouth
it, as many of your players do, I
had as lief the town-crier spoke
my lines. Nor do not saw the air
too much with your hand, thus,
but use all gently; for in the very
torrent, tempest, and as I may
say, the whirlwind of your pas-
sion, you must acquire and beget
a temperance that may give it
smoothness.

Hamlet, Act 3, Scene
2: William Shakes-
peare’s Hamlet ins-
tructs the actors in
the play he wrote,

advising them not to overact or
use large gestures. He is telling the
players to act realistically, a para-
dox because actors do not act out
reality, and also dramatic irony
because Claudius does not know
the play is meant to expose his
guilty conscience. ‘

Theatre is more than just
entertainment; it is a powerful
tool for communication and
expression. As we reflect on the-
atre's role in our lives, we must
also consider how it can improve
communication skills. Effective
communication is crucial in
today's world. It is necessary in
every aspect of our lives, person-
al or professional.

Theatre can play a significant
role in bridging this communica-
tion gap. It is a medium that tran-
scends language and cultural
barriers, making it a powerful tool
for communication. Through
theatre, people can connect and
express themselves, regardless of
their language or background.

Furthermore, theatre can help
develop various communication
skills, such as public speaking,
active listening, and empathy.
These skills are essential in every
aspect of our lives, from job
interviews to social interactions.
By participating in the theatre,
individuals can improve these
skills and become better commu-
nicators. Theatre is an excellent
way to foster creativity and imag-
ination. It encourages people to
think outside the box and explore
various perspectives. This ability
to think creatively can translate
into better problem-solving skills,
which is crucial in today's fast-
paced world. While the digital age
has changed the way we commu-
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((The author is
Professor, PGDAV

College, University of
Delhi)

For more than a decade, e-com-
merce has seen exponential
growth in India and around the
world. About 6.5 percent of India's
retail business happens through e-

commerce. E-commerce has made life easy,
as people get commodities and services con-
veniently with the click of a button, sitting
at home. In today's world, whether it's a rail,
bus or plane ticket, a hotel reservation or
taxi, or auto commuting, everything has
become very convenient. Not only this, var-
ious domestic and business services can be
easily accessed through e-commerce.

Today, numerous types of businesses are
conducted using e-commerce—consumer
goods, e-pharmacy, e-grocery, delivery,
payment, travel, hotel booking, taxi, vehi-
cle pooling, car rental, household, financial,
employment, matrimonial match-making
services, etc.

However, at the same time, the domi-
nance of some big e-commerce companies
has increased, causing huge losses to con-
ventional businesses. Due to their monop-
oly over data, these e-commerce companies
discriminate against different sellers and
give preference to their favorite sellers,
thereby creating a disadvantage for other
sellers.

Though these companies claim to pro-
vide cheaper goods and services, apparent-
ly through technology, this isn't due to their
efficiency, but to their cash-burning busi-
ness models. Due to their financial muscle,
these companies offer hefty discounts to
consumers to destroy the businesses of
small, traditional shopkeepers, travel agents,
etc.

If we look at cab aggregators, we find
that in the initial phase, they also made peo-
ple travel for free with their own money.
They also gave huge incentives to attract dri-
vers. But now, after establishing their busi-
ness, consumers are made to pay through
the nose, and almost one-third of drivers'
earnings are snatched by these aggregators.

E-commerce companies, acting as
aggregators, eat into the incomes of small
vendors and poor workers, leaving them
with only two options, either get exploited
or leave the business. Be it grocery shops or
garment shops or electronics and home fur-
nishings showrooms, or traditional travel

agents, the employment of people in
different types of retail business has
been affected by e-commerce com-
panies. These companies can do so
because they have more information
about consumer preferences, pur-
chasing power, location, etc.

Due to all this information, they
can reach consumers more easily
than conventional businesses, and
with artificial intelligence (AI), they
gain an undue advantage. Some-
times e-commerce is also exploita-
tive, resulting in job losses. Apart
from this, it is also seen that to max-
imise their profits, e-commerce
giants procure from anywhere in the
world, mostly from China. Indian
products are flushed out by these e-
commerce giants, with the result
that our youths are reduced to
becoming delivery boys.

We can't stop e-commerce and
there is no need to do so; the issue
is the protection of vendors’ and
consumers' interests. Can we put a
limit on the greed of e-commerce
giants? The answers to these ques-
tions are found in the Open Net-
work for Digital Commerce
(ONDC), started by the Govern-
ment of India, as a not-for-profit
company, registered under Section
8 of the Income Tax Act.

ONDC provides an outside-the-
box solution to the problems of e-
commerce. Buyers and sellers are
provided with an interface that
isn't exploitative in any way. In this
system, e-commerce companies
cannot discriminate between sellers
through monopoly over data and
AI. Overall, ONDC will be a chan-
nel where consumers can easily find
sellers, service providers, etc. It is
possible for sellers and buyers to be
promoted based on competition
instead of monopoly in the e-com-
merce market.

WHAT IS ONDC
ONDC is not a platform like

normal e-commerce companies.
E-commerce companies work

through a platform. Vendors or ser-
vice providers register themselves on
respective platforms and must reg-
ister on multiple platforms. As a
result, these platforms try to attract
consumers and sellers by luring
them with discounts and incentives,
riding on their deep pockets. How-
ever, once their business is estab-
lished, consumers and sellers exploit
both to maximise their profits.

Platforms and consumers con-
nect through ONDC, which does
not work for profit. Currently, in
normal e-commerce, sellers and ser-
vice providers must register on the
platform, so they depend on those
platforms. Consumers see only
those sellers on the platform who
are registered on that platform.

ONDC is a system which pro-
vides the facility of taking on differ-
ent types of platforms. But ONDC's
condition is that the goods and ser-
vices offered by all the vendors or
service providers who have regis-
tered themselves on any of these
platforms are seen by all the cus-
tomers visiting ONDC. That is,
ONDC is a system which is not
opaque.

This system works through
GIS, and therefore, location plays a
crucial role in the ONDC system.
This can provide convenience to
lakhs of vendors and crores of con-
sumers. For example, if a con-
sumer wants to order food from a
restaurant sitting at home, then in
the ONDC system, all the nearby
eateries will be presented to him,
who can provide what he wants. If
he wants to buy groceries, he will see
the vendors around him first.

All these vendors and service
providers, despite being registered
on different platforms, will be vis-
ible to prospective buyers on
ONDC. E-commerce platforms on
which vendors are registered can
continue to charge fees as per their
agreement with the vendor. How-
ever, competition among platforms
to attract business may automatical-

ly reduce commissions. If a platform
charges a higher commission, then
its goods and services will become
more expensive and it will lose its
business. In such a situation, every
platform wants to keep its commis-
sions low in order to attract maxi-
mum business. Once ONDC
expands fully, all types of e-com-
merce can come under the same.

Thus, ONDC frees e-commerce
from the monopoly of platforms
and encourages healthy competi-
tion. It makes goods and services
cheaper for consumers by reducing
commissions, with transparency.
ONDC can change the rules of the
e-commerce market.

E-commerce companies, tho-
ugh, have shown interest in joining
the ONDC regime and some plat-
forms and payment companies are
also registered with ONDC. Taxi
services like Ola and Uber have not
registered themselves on it yet, but
some new e-commerce mobility
companies are showing interest in
ONDC.

As ONDC was introduced re-
cently, only a small amount of
business has been done, but it is
expected that it will grow exponen-
tially in the near future. This can
help small e-commerce platforms
reach consumers without heavy
advertising expenses. All registered
sellers will be equally visible to con-
sumers in the ONDC system, as the
ONDC protocol cannot differenti-
ate between different sellers.

Significantly, so far all technol-
ogy-supported efforts by the
Government seem successful. Today
online payments through UPI are
convenient and free. More than 40
per cent of all online transactions
happen in India. In the same way,
ONDC is also being seen as a sys-
tem that may not only prevent
exploitation of consumers and sell-
ers but also be able to increase GDP
and employment enormously, by
providing convenience to local
businesses.
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India accounts for 18 per
cent of the world's popula-
tion, but holds only 4 per

cent of its water resources,
making it one of the most
water-deficient regions in the
world

As the annual World
Water Day was celebrated
across the globe on March 22,
highlighting the cross-cutting
theme of clean water, sanita-
tion and hygiene (WASH) for
2023, the significance of fresh
water and, even more so, its
rising shortage in most parts
of the world has come home to
us forcefully. This is also the
time when the United Nations
World Water Development
Report (WWDR), providing a
detailed assessment of the
world’s freshwater resources
and their sustainable man-
agement, is released. And the

report card for this year is in
the red.

This compelled us to sit up
and notice the criticality of
poor access to water and its
cascading adverse impact on
gender equality, health, and
education. WWDR 2023 finds
that around 10 per cent of the
world’s population lives in
countries experiencing
extreme water scarcity. It also
finds that 26 per cent and 46
per cent of people globally lack
access to safe drinking water
and basic sanitation, respec-
tively. What is of increasing
concern to us is the revelation
that 80 per cent of the people
living under persistent water
stress reside in Asia, particu-
larly India, Pakistan, and
north-east China.

The UN Report’s analysis
is corroborated by an erstwhile

Niti Aayog report. This point-
ed out that India accounts for
18 per cent of the world's pop-
ulation, but holds only 4 per
cent of its water resources. This
makes it one of the most
water-deficient regions in the
world. The Central Ground
Water Board of the Ministry of
Jal Shakti too claims that con-
tinuous unregulated ground
water extraction has contam-
inated water resources. This
poses a threat to communities
depending on these sources.

A recent study on the
livelihood and health chal-
lenges facing the riverine com-
munities of the river Ganga,
jointly conducted by the
National Council of Applied
Economic Research (NCAER)
and the Tata Centre for
Development at the University
of Chicago, also highlights

the mounting levels of pollu-
tion in the river and its dete-
riorating water quality. Using
a multi-disciplinary approach,
this study encompassed a vari-
ety of stakeholders in West
Bengal and Uttar Pradesh, the
two states where selected river
stretches were examined. The
study finds that, notwithstand-
ing the flagship Government
programmes to clean the
Ganga including the Ganga
Action Plan and the Namami
Gange National Mission, little
has been achieved in terms of
tackling pollution.

It is also estimated that the
Ganga river basin, which is the
world’s most populous river
basin, receives 2,723.3 million
litres of wastewater daily from
industrial discharges and efflu-
ents, and serves as a site for
anthropogenic activities like

laundry, washing of farm ani-
mals, open defecation, and
urination, thereby pushing the
pollution levels in the river
beyond permissible limits.

Another NCAER project,
the India Human Develop-
ment Survey (IHDS), jointly
undertaken with the Univer-
sity of Maryland, US, also
documents the challenges in
accessing clean water and san-
itation across the country, par-
ticularly in its villages. The
IHDS, a multi-topic panel sur-
vey of 41,554 households in
1503 villages and 971 urban
neighbourhoods across India,
finds that only 13 per cent of
rural households receive piped
water in their homes. Others
have to depend on external
sources. 

The IHDS also flags the
gender element in the water

conundrum, as households
without access to indoor water
have to spend substantial time,
estimated at 109 minutes per
day in rural areas and 76 min-
utes per day in urban areas,
collecting water from distant
sources, and this burden is
mostly shouldered by the
women in the households,
which in turn affects both their
productivity and quality of
life. As many as 94.8 per cent
of households without indoor
water report women fetching
water. This is compared to only
70 per cent reporting male
involvement. In fact, girls in
many of these homes drop out
of school or neglect their stud-
ies to supplement the family’s
water collection efforts. This
has an impact on both educa-
tion and labour market partic-
ipation for women.

How can India overcome
these challenges and synchro-
nise its water-related policies
with WWDR 2023 to “accel-
erate the change to solve the
water and sanitation crisis”? As
pointed out in the WWDR
itself, one of the solutions is the
implementation of pro-
grammes like the Jal Jeevan
Mission. This envisions safe
and adequate drinking water
through individual tap con-
nections by 2024 to all house-
holds in rural India.

There is a need for other
community-based approaches
for not merely resolving the
water crisis but also for liber-
ating women from the burden
of unpaid care work, and
paving the way for better
health and education out-
comes across rural and urban
populations in the country.
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(Anupma Mehta is Editor
and Sanjib Pohit is Professor

at NCAER. Views are 
personal)



#$��%$&'��(��$%#$!%)* (��)+�'�,-.�,/,0 7����
�8

��	� �1+��=.=

Israel’s political factions
opposed to embattled Prime

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
began setting up negotiating
teams Tuesday after he paused
a controversial judicial over-
haul plan that had set off
unprecedented street protests
and a spiralling domestic cri-
sis. But compromise seemed
elusive and Netanyahu’s lega-
cy was on the line, in a stand-
off over the fundamental issue
of what kind of country Israel
should be — and positions
only appear to have hard-
ened. 

Three months of demon-
strations against the overhaul
plan intensified this week and
Israel’s main trade union
declared a general strike, lead-
ing to chaos that shut down
much of the country and
threatened to paralyse the
economy.

Netanyahu in a prime-
time speech on Monday night
acknowledged the divisions
roiling the nation and
announced a monthlong delay
for the legislation. Within
hours, analysts pointed out
that firing his defence minis-
ter Sunday night heightened
the outrage and sank
Netanyahu’s approval among

his own Likud party - which
left Israel’s longest-serving
leader with few choices.

“He understood that he’s
in a dead end,” said Yohanan
Plesner, president of Israel
Democracy Institute. “And
Netanyahu, who is very expe-
rienced, understood that now
is the time for correction.” In
his address, the premier said
he wanted “to avoid civil war”
and would seek a compromise
with political opponents.
Netanyahu spoke after tens of
thousands of people demon-
strated outside the parliament
building in Jerusalem.

His announcement
appeared to calm some of the
tensions that have fuelled

months of unrest. But it failed
to address the underlying
issues that have polarised
Israelis. Netanyahu leads the
most right-wing government
in Israeli history and and his
allies have vowed to enact the
legislation. 

“I feel relief but with
doubt,” Fega Gutman, Tel Aviv
resident,  said Tuesday.
Netanyahu over the years
“promised us a lot but didn’t
always fulfill, unfortunately.”

The pause gave many
Israelis time to consider the
challenge ahead.

“I feel good today, every-
thing calmed down from yes-
terday,” said Maor Daniel,
also from Tel Aviv. 
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The US has received the suf-
ficient number of electron-

ic registrations needed to reach
the Congressionally mandated
65,000 H-1B visa cap for the
fiscal year 2024, according to
the country’s federal agency for
immigration services.

The H-1B visa is a non-
immigrant visa that allows US
companies to employ foreign
workers in speciality occupa-
tions that require theoretical or
technical expertise.

Technology companies
depend on it to hire tens of
thousands of employees each
year from countries like India
and China. The US Citizenship
and Immigration Services
(USCIS) on Monday said it has
received enough electronic reg-
istrations during the initial
period to reach the 2024 fiscal
year H-1B numerical alloca-

tions, including the advanced
degree exemption — the mas-
ter’s cap. 

“We have randomly select-
ed from the registrations prop-
erly submitted to reach the cap
and have notified all prospec-
tive petitioners with selected
registrations that they are eli-
gible to file an H-1B cap-sub-
ject petition for the beneficia-
ry named in the applicable
selected registration,” it said.

The US Congress has set
the current annual regular cap
for the H-1B category at 65,000.
Of this, 6,800 visas are set aside
under the terms of the legisla-
tion implementing the US-
Chile and U.S.-Singapore free
trade agreements.

Unused visas in this group
become available for H-1B use
for the next fiscal year’s regu-
lar H-1B cap. H-1B cap-subject
petitions for the financial year

2024, including those petitions
eligible for the advanced degree
exemption, may be filed with
the USCIS from April 1, 2023,
if based on a valid, selected reg-
istration.

Only petitioners with
selected registrations may file
H-1B cap-subject petitions for
2024 fiscal and only for the
beneficiary named in the
applicable selected registration
notice, the USCIS said.

The high demand for H-1B
visas has led to the clamour for
reforms to the programme,
with many advocating for an
increase in the number of visas
available and a simplification of
the application process.

Analysts argue that the H-
1B programme is crucial for
United States maintaining its
position as a global leader in
technology and innovation,
while also supporting the coun-
try’s economy. 

Washington (PTI): A landmark law
banning caste-based discrimination came
into effect in the US city of Seattle, mak-
ing it the first city outside India to enforce
such a legislation. The resolution was
moved last month by Kshama Sawant, an
Indian-American politician, economist
and an upper-caste Hindu.

It was approved unanimously by the
Seattle City Council by six to one vote.
Seattle is not only the first American city
to ban caste discrimination but is the first
jurisdiction at any level globally outside
South Asia to do so.  “The world’s first
ban against caste discrimination outside
South Asia goes into effect TODAY in our
city of Seattle!” Sawant said on Monday.

“Seattle’s law now prohibits business-

es from discriminating based on caste
with respect to hiring, tenure, promotion,
workplace conditions, or wages,” Sawant
said. It will ban discrimination based on
caste in places of public accommodation,
such as hotels, public transportation, pub-
lic restrooms, or retail establishments, she
said, adding that the law also prohibits
housing discrimination based on caste in
rental housing leases, property sales,
and mortgage loans.

Describing it as the biggest break-
through for the global fight against caste
oppression in many decades, Sawant said
it has opened the floodgates for poten-
tially winning such a ban on caste dis-
crimination in other cities and states in
the US as well. 
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As scores of Indian nationals besides pro-
fessionals from other countries seek jobs

in the US, Washington has said it has
received the sufficient number of electronic
registrations needed to reach the
Congressionally mandated 65,000 H-1B visa
cap for the fiscal year 2024.

Meanwhile, amid mass layoffs in the tech-
nology sector, the federal agency for immi-
gration services(USCIS)has said it is wrong
to assume that sacked workers holding the
much-sought-after H-1B visas have to leave
the country within 60 days, asserting they
have multiple options to stay in the US.

The H-1B visa is a non-immigrant visa
that allows US companies to employ foreign
workers in speciality occupations that require
theoretical or technical expertise. Technology
companies depend on it to hire tens of thou-
sands of employees each year from countries
like India and China.

The US Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS)late Monday said it has
received enough electronic registrations dur-
ing the initial period to reach the 2024 fiscal
year H-1B numerical allocations, including
the advanced degree exemption -- the mas-
ter's cap.
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Athens (AP): Greece’s centre-
right prime minister, Kyriakos
Mitsotakis, called a May 21
general election Tuesday as his
party’s long-standing lead in
opinion polls has declined in the
aftermath of the country’s worst
train disaster. A February 28 col-
lision between a passenger train
and a freight train in northern
Greece left 57 people dead. The
disaster stirred public anger, cut-
ting the conservative New
Democracy party’s support by
a half-point to 4 points over its
left-wing main rival, Syriza,
according to opinion polls. .

“The country and its citi-
zens need clear skies … our
work continues more boldly and
with fewer compromises,”
Mitsotakis said during a tele-
vised Cabinet meeting.
Mitsotakis, 55, the son of the late
former prime minister
Constantine Mitsotakis, has
remained popular throughout
his four-year term, which was
due to end in July.

But more recently, his rep-
utation has been dented by
allegations of wiretapping by
state security services, as well as
the government’s failure to pro-
tect rail network safety.

The election he called is not
considered early because it is
within six months of the end of
his mandate. Greece is moving
to a proportional representation
system that is likely to result in
six parties with seats in 
parliament.

The recent slide in the polls
for the prime minister’s party
has made a coalition govern-
ment more likely. But
Mitsotakis insisted that New
Democracy was seeking out-
right victory. “Greek men and
women, in the elections of May
21, will finally have a choice on
whether the country will con-
tinue to seek and win the chal-
lenge of modernisation,” he
said.  “At Syriza, we will seek a
government of cooperation,
even if we have an outright vic-
tory. The country is facing
huge challenges and needs the
widest possible social consen-
sus,” Alexis Charitsis, a
spokesman for the opposition
party, told private Antenna
television. 
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Lisbon (AP): A man wielding a large knife
killed two woman and injured several other
people at an Ismaili Muslim centre in Lisbon,
and Portuguese authorities said they were
investigating Tuesday’s stabbing attack as a
possible terror act.The women were
Portuguese staff members at the centre,
Ismaili community leader Narzim Ahmad told
Portuguese TV channel SIC. Officers dis-
patched to the centre late Tuesday morning
encountered a man armed with a knife,
according to a police statement. The officers
ordered him to surrender and he was shot
when he advanced toward them, the statement
said. 

A suspect was in police custody at a
Lisbon hospital. Investigators were looking
into terrorism as a possible motive. Several
other people were wounded, according to the
statement, which provided no further details.
Portuguese Prime Minister Antonio Costa
said police shot the suspect and told reporters
the attack was “a criminal act”. “Everything
points to this being an isolated incident,” Costa
said, without elaborating.

Armed police from a special operations
unit could be seen forming a perimeter out-
side the building.
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Pakistan, the closest ally of China, has
decided to skip the Democracy Summit

that begins in Washington on Tuesday, opt-
ing instead to engage with the US bilateral-
ly to strengthen democratic values, the
Foreign Office here said.

The virtual summit is co-sponsored by
the US Department of State and USAID on
the theme of “Global Declaration of Mayors
for Democracy”.

China and Turkiye have not been invit-
ed to the virtual summit.  Pakistan’s partic-
ipation in the summit has been a subject of
intense debate for some time now.

Islamabad chose to skip the event so that
it does not potentially upset its “all-weather
ally” China, officials said. “The Summit
process is now at an advanced stage and
therefore, Pakistan would engage bilateral-
ly with the US and co-hosts of the Summit
to promote and strengthen democratic prin-
ciples and values and work towards advanc-
ing human rights and the fight against cor-
ruption,” Pakistan’s Foreign Office spokesper-
son told the media.

However, the Foreign Office thanked the
US for inviting Pakistan to attend the Second

Summit for Democracy. “We value our
friendship with the US. Under this Biden
Administration, this relationship has widened
and expanded substantially. We remain
committed to further solidifying this relation-
ship for peace, stability, and prosperity in the
region,” the Foreign Office said.

The three-day event will showcase the
role of cities and sub-national governments
in the affirmation of democratic values and
the renewal of democracy worldwide.

On Tuesday, US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken will chair virtually a panel
session on “A Just and Lasting Peace in
Ukraine” featuring Ukraine President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy.

Cash-strapped Pakistan is awaiting a
much-needed USD 1.1 billion tranche of
funding from the Washington-based global
money lender, which was originally due to
be disbursed in November last year.

The funds are part of a USD 6.5 billion
bailout package the IMF approved in 2019,
which analysts say is critical if Pakistan is to
avoid defaulting on external debt obligations.

Pakistan, which is currently scrambling
to boost its dwindling forex reserves, received
USD 500 million from China earlier this
month. 
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New York (AP): Alibaba is split-
ting itself into into six business
groups as the Chinese e-com-
merce company attempts to
become more nimble in reacting
to changes in the market and
increase the value of those units.

Shares of Alibaba Group
Holding Ltd. jumped 8 per cent
at the opening bell. Alibaba
Group Holding Ltd. said in a reg-
ulatory filing on Tuesday that the
six new groups will be made up
of the Cloud Intelligence Group,
Taobao Tmall Business Group,
Local Services Group, Global
Digital Business Group, Cainiao
Smart Logistics and Digital
Media and Entertainment Group.

The company said that each
group will be able to raise outside
capital and potentially seek its
own initial public offering, except
for Taobao Tmall Business
Group, which will stay wholly-
owned by Alibaba Group. Each
group will be independently
managed by its own CEO and
board of directors.
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London (AP): Prince Harry
returned to a London court
Tuesday for a second day of
hearings to see if the phone
hacking lawsuit he brought
with Elton John and other
celebrities can withstand a
challenge from the publisher
of The Daily Mail.

The case is one of sev-
eral brought by the Duke of
Sussex in his battle with the
press and alleges the publish-
er hired private investigators
to illegally bug homes and cars
and to record phone conver-
s a t i o n s . A s s o c i a t e d
Newspapers Ltd. denies the
allegations and is  
seeking to throw out the case,
arguing that the claims are too
old and rely on information
they turned over in 
confidentiality for a 2012
probe into media law 
breaking.
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Scientists from India and
the UK have come togeth-

er to create a real-time early
warning system to help
reduce the devastating impact
of flooding on people and
property, particularly in
mountainous regions where
extreme water events are a
major problem.

An international team of
researchers from the
University of Birmingham,
Imperial College London,
Indian Institute of Technology
Roorkee, and People’s Science
Institute, Dehradun, worked
on integrating science, policy
and local community-led
approaches to create a so-
called SMART approach that
better fits the local context.
Publishing their findings in
‘Natural Hazards and Earth
System Sciences’ this week,
the team hopes their new
approach could better signal
impending risk from flooding

around the world.
“A ‘wicked’ problem is a

social or cultural challenge
that’s difficult or impossible to
solve because of its complex,
interconnected nature. We
believe that integrating social
science and meteorological
data will help to identify
unknown parts of the puzzle
when designing an early
warning system,” said co-
author Tahmina Yasmin,
Postdoctoral Research Fellow
at the University of
Birmingham.

“Better engaging with
communities and analysing
social factors identified by the
community at risk – for
example, illegal settlement
beside riverbanks or slums –
will help those driving policy
to better understand the risks
posed by these hydrometeo-
rological extremes and plan
flood response and mitigation
which provides communities
with improved protection,”
she said.
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Nashville (AP): The former
student who shot through the
doors of a Christian elementary
school in Nashville and killed
three children and three adults
had drawn a detailed map of
the school, including potential
entry points, and conducted
surveillance of the building
before carrying out the mas-
sacre.

Metropolitan Nashville
Police Chief John Drake did
not say exactly what drove the
shooter to open fire Monday
morning at The Covenant
School before being killed by
police. But he provided chilling
examples of the shooter’s elab-
orate planning for the targeted
attack, the latest in a series of
mass shootings in a country
that has grown increasingly
unnerved by bloodshed in
schools.

“We have a manifesto, we
have some writings that we’re
going over that pertain to this
date, the actual incident,” he
told reporters. “We have a map

drawn out of how this was all
going to take place.”

He said in an interview
with NBC News that investiga-
tors believe the shooter had
“some resentment for having to
go to that school.” The victims
included three 9-year-old chil-
dren, the school’s top adminis-
trator, a substitute teacher and
a custodian. Amid the chaos a

familiar ritual played out:
Panicked parents rushed to
the school to see if their chil-
dren were safe and tearfully
hugged their kids, and a
stunned community held vig-
ils for the victims.

Rachel Dibble, who was at
a nearby church where children
were taken to be reunited with
their parents, described the
scene as everyone being in
“complete shock.”

“People were involuntarily
trembling,” she said.  “The
children … started their morn-
ing in their cute little uniforms,
they probably had some Froot
Loops and now their whole
lives changed today.”

Police gave unclear infor-
mation on the gender of the
shooter. For hours, police iden-
tified the shooter as a 28-year-
old woman and eventually
identified the person as Audrey
Elizabeth Hale. Then at a late
afternoon press conference,
the police chief said that Hale
was transgender. 
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Syracuse (US): A man who
spent 16 years in prison after he
was wrongfully convicted of
raping writer Alice Sebold
when she was a Syracuse
University student has settled
a lawsuit against New York state
for USD 5.5 million, his lawyers
said Monday. The settlement
comes after Anthony
Broadwater’s conviction for
raping Sebold in 1981 was
overturned in 2021. It was
signed last week by lawyers for
Broadwater and New York
Attorney General Letitia James,
David Hammond, one of
Broadwater’s attorneys, said.

Broadwater, 62, said in a
statement relayed by
Hammond, “I appreciate what
Attorney General James has
done, and I hope and pray that
others in my situation can
achieve the same measure of
justice. We all suffer from
destroyed lives.” AP
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Toronto (PTI): The statue of
Mahatma Gandhi was vandalised
at a university campus in
Canada’s British Columbia
province, days after another stat-
ue of the global peace icon was
targeted in this country by
Khalistan supporters.

In the latest incident, the
statue placed at Peace Square on
the Burnaby campus at Simon
Fraser University was vandalised,
the Consulate General of India in
Vancouver said on Tuesday. “We
strongly condemn the heinous
crime of vandalising the statue of
the harbinger of peace Mahatma
Gandhiji, @SFU Burnaby cam-
pus,” the Consulate said in a
tweet.  “The Canadian authori-
ties are urged to investigate the

matter urgently and bring the
perpetrators to justice swiftly
@MEAIndia,” it added. The inci-
dent comes after Khalistani sup-
porters defaced and spray-paint-
ed a Mahatma Gandhi statue
near the City Hall in the town of
Hamilton in Canada’s Ontario
province on March 23.  In July
last year, a Mahatma Gandhi stat-
ue at a Vishnu temple in
Richmond Hill, Canada was
vandalised, drawing sharp con-
demnation from the Consulate
General of India in Toronto.
“We are distressed at the desecra-
tion of the Mahatma Gandhi stat-
ue at Vishnu temple in
Richmond Hill. This criminal,
hateful act of vandalism has
deeply hurt the sentiments of the

Indian community in Canada,” it
said in a tweet at that time.

Canada has witnessed a
surge in anti-India activities
recently by Khalistan supporters
who have vandalised some
Hindu temples. A Ram Mandir
in Mississauga was defaced by
“Khalistani extremists” with anti-
India graffiti on February 13,
drawing strong reaction from the
Indian Consulate in Toronto.
“We strongly condemn the defac-
ing of Ram Mandir in
Mississauga with anti-India graf-
fiti. We have requested Canadian
authorities to investigate the inci-
dent and take prompt action on
perpetrators,” India’s Consulate in
Toronto had 
tweeted. 
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Pakistan Prime Minister
Shehbaz Sharif  on

Tuesday said that “history
would not forgive us” if
parliament did not enact
laws to curtail the powers of
the chief justice, a day after
two Supreme Court judges
questioned the suo motu
powers of the country’s top
judge. Addressing the joint
session of parliament,
Sharif talked at length
about the dissenting judge-
ment by Justice Mansoor
Ali Shah and Justice Jamal
Khan Mandokhail of the
Supreme Court, who lashed
out at the unlimited author-
ity of the Chief Justice to
take a suo motu (on its
own) action on any issue
and constitute benches of
choice to hear different
cases.

Their judgment was
about the case of suo motu
notice taken by Chief Justice
Umar Ata Bandial on
February 22 about elections

in Punjab and Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa provinces.

Speaking passionately
about the need for new
laws to limit the chief jus-
tice’s power, Sharif said that
if the legislation were not
passed, “history would not
forgive us”.

The suo motu power is
based on the original juris-
diction of the court under
Article  184 of  the
Constitution. However, its
usage over the years has
created an impression of
partiality on the Chief
Justices’ part.

It was openly chal-
lenged for the first time by
the two judges who were
part of a bench that, in its

3-2 majority decision of
March 1,  directed the
Election Commission of
Pakistan (ECP) to consult
with President Arif Alvi
for polls in Punjab and
Governor Ghulam Ali for
elections in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. The five-
member bench was recon-
stituted by Bandial, who
took a suo motu action
against the delay in elec-
tions and initially formed a
nine-member bench to deal
with the issue. 

However, two of the
nine judges differed with
the decision to take suo
motu notice, while two
other judges recused them-
selves, prompting the Chief
Justice to form a new
bench.

Justice Shah and Justice
Mandokhail ,  in their
detailed 28-page dissenting
note, also rejected the 3-2
judgment in the suo motu
case by saying that it was a
4-3 judgment to reject the
maintainability of the case

and lambasted the Chief
Justice’s power to form a
bench for important cases.

The coalition govern-
ment led by Prime Minister
Sharif, which is supporting
the ECP’s decision to delay
the election in the two
provinces until October 8,
is trying to use the parlia-
ment to curtail the powers
of the Chief Justice.

The premier also said
that the courts were treat-
ing Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) chief Imran
Khan favourably and were
not ready to hold Khan
accountable.

Sharif said that “enough
is enough” and the law
would take its course while
the government would not
allow “the favourite” to play
with Pakistan. 

He added that  the
Constitution clearly defined
the division of powers
between the legislature,
judiciary and administra-
tion and set a red line that
no one should cross.
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Russia’s Defense Ministry says
Moscow has test-fired anti-ship

missiles in the Sea of Japan.  The
ministry said on Tuesday that two
boats launched a simulated missile
attack on a mock enemy warship
about 100 kilometers (60 miles)
away. The ministry said the target
was successfully hit by two Moskit
cruise missiles. 

The Moskit, whose NATO
reporting name is the SS-N-22
Sunburn, is a supersonic anti-
ship cruise missile that has conven-
tional and nuclear warhead capac-
ity.It said the exercise took place in
the Peter the Great Gulf in the Sea
of Japan but did not give more pre-
cise coordinates. The gulf borders
the Russian Pacific Fleet headquar-
ters at Fokino and is about 700
kilometers (430 miles) from Japan’s
northern Hokkaido Island.  The
US Navy’s 7th Fleet did not imme-

diately respond to requests for
comment. Japan does not plan to
lodge a protest to Russia over the
missile exercise, said Tasuku
Matsuki, Japanese Foreign
Ministry official in charge of
Russia, noting that its location —
Peter the Great Bay — is consid-
ered Russian coast, though it is fac-
ing the water between the two
countries.

“On the whole, Japan is con-
cerned about Russia’s increasing
military activities around the
Japanese coasts and watching them
with great interest,” Matsuki said. 

He said Russia has conducted
missile drills in that area in the past

and issued maritime advisories
ahead of time. He said Japan is not
in a position to comment on
Russia’s intention of the exercise.

Russian nuclear-capable Tu-95
bombers flew over the Sea of
Japan for several hours last week.In
September, Japan protested multi-
national military exercises on the
Russian-held Kuril Islands — some
of which are claimed by Japan —
and expressed concern about
Russian and Chinese warships
conducting shooting drills in the
Sea of Japan. 

Russia also tested submarine-
launched missiles in the Sea of
Japan last year. 
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North Korean leader Kim
Jong Un has called for his

nuclear scientists to increase
production of weapons-grade
material to make bombs to put
on his increasing range of
weapons.  North Korean photos
of the meeting also showed what
appeared to be a small new tac-
tical warhead that was possibly
designed to fit on a variety of
delivery systems developed in
recent years to overwhelm South
Korean defences. The report in
state media Tuesday followed a
series of missile launches —
seven launch events in this
month alone — and rising threats
to use the weapons against his
enemies. North Korea’s weapons
tests and US-South Korea mili-
tary exercises have intensified in
a tit-for-tat cycle, underscoring
heightened tensions in the region.

Officials say North Korea
could further up the ante in com-
ing weeks or months with more
provocative displays of its mili-
tary nuclear programme, possi-
bly including its first test detona-
tion of a nuclear device since
September 2017.

The Korean Central News
Agency said Kim, during a meet-
ing on Monday with officials and
scientists at a state nuclear
weapons institute, stressed the
need to ramp up bomb fuel pro-
duction to meet his goals to
expand his nuclear arsenal “expo-
nentially,” and issued unspecified
“important tasks” for his nuclear
industry.

Kim also examined the
country’s established plans for
nuclear counterattacks as scien-
tists briefed him on the North’s
latest nuclear-capable weapons
systems and progress in technolo-
gies for mounting nuclear war-
heads on missiles, the agency
said. The agency’s photos showed
Kim talking with officials inside

a hall that displayed what
appeared to be various types of
warheads, including around 10
khaki-green capsules with red
tips. Other weapons included
devices that looked like a black-
and-white cone with fins or a
large torpedo.

A wall poster near one of the
green devices described a war-
head called “Hwasan-31,” based
on the Korean word for volcano.
The poster’s graphics implied that
the weapon could fit on some of
North Korea’s short-range ballis-
tic systems, cruise missiles and a
purported nuclear-capable
underwater drone the country
first unveiled last week. State
media didn’t identify any of the
devices in the photos.
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Ukraine’s president visited the
Sumy region in northern

Ukraine on Tuesday, continuing
his tour over recent days of areas
of the country that have felt the
brunt of Russia’s full-scale inva-
sion and as the stage increasing-
ly looks set for a Ukrainian
counteroffensive. President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy met with
officials and local people in two
cities in the region, which borders
Russia. It was partially occupied
by Russian forces after the war
started more than a year ago. The
Russians withdrew from the
region by early April.

The Associated Press was
granted exclusive access as
Zelenskyy visited the Sumy
region cities of Okhtyrka, which
saw fierce battles last year but was
never occupied, and Trostianets,
which was held by the Russians
for a month after the invasion but
retaken by Ukrainian forces on
March 26, 2022. Zelenskyy’s trip

followed his visits over the past
seven days to the Kherson and
Kharkiv regions, parts of which
were retaken last year from the
Kremlin’s forces, to the intense-
ly contested area near Bakhmut
in the eastern Donetsk region,
and to Zaporizhzhia in the south.
Also on Tuesday, at least three
civilians were killed and 43 oth-
ers were wounded by the latest
Russian attacks involving drones,
gliding bombs and heavy artillery,
Ukraine’s presidential office said.
In the eastern Donetsk region,

Russian shelling hit 12 towns and
villages, killing two people and
wounding 34. The Russian
shelling also targeted the south-
ern city of Kherson, where five
were wounded. In Bilopillia in the
Sumy region, a Russian strike
damaged a school building and
an apartment building.

Addressing a crowd on a
square in Okhtyrka, Zelenskyy
promised that the battle-scarred
city would be rebuilt. “We won’t
let any wound remain on the
body of our state,” he said.
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Dnipro (Ukraine): A deal to protect Europe’s
largest nuclear power plant from a catastroph-
ic accident due to fighting in Ukraine could be
“close,” the head of the International Atomic
Energy Agency said on Tuesday, but warned that
intensified combat in the area has increased risks
to the facility.

In an interview with The Associated Press
a day before he was to cross the front lines for
a second time to visit the plant, IAEA Director
General Rafael Mariano Grossi said he felt it was
his duty to ramp up talks aimed at safeguard-
ing the facility.on

He met Monday with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy and said he would “most
probably” head to Russia in the coming days.

“There is an increased level of combat,
active combat” in the area of the Zaporizhzhia
Nuclear Power Plant, Grossi said. “My teams
there report daily about the attacks, the sound
of heavy weaponry. This is practically constant.”
Grossi has long called for a protection zone to
be set up around the plant, which is very near
the front line of the war. But so far, an agree-
ment has been elusive. “It is a zone of extreme
volatility. So the negotiations are, of course,
affected by the ongoing military operations,”
Grossi said. AP 
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Paris (AP): Protests and strikes against unpopular
pension reforms kicked off again Tuesday across
France, with police security ramped up amid govern-
ment warnings that radical demonstrators intended
“to destroy, to injure and to kill.”  Concerns that vio-
lence could mar the demonstrations prompted what
Interior Minister Gerald Darmanin described as an
unprecedented deployment of 13,000 officers, near-
ly half of them concentrated in the French capital.

After months of upheaval, an exit from the
firestorm of protest triggered by President Emmanuel
Macron’s changes to France’s retirement system looked
as far away as ever. Despite fresh union pleas hat the
government pause its hotly contested push to raise
France’s legal retirement age from 62 to 64, Macron
seemingly remained wedded to it.

The French leader previously used a special con-
stitutional power to ram the reform past legislators
without allowing them a vote. His move this month
further galvanised the protest movement. Violence
has since flared and thousands of tons of stinking
garbage have piled up on Paris’ streets as sanitation
workers strike. “Everybody is getting madder,” said
Clement Saild, a train passenger at Paris’ Gare de Lyon
railway station, where tracks were temporarily
invaded and blocked Tuesday by protesting workers.

He said said he supports the strikes despite their
impact on transportation and other services.
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Mexico City (AP): A fire in a
dormitory at a Mexican immi-
gration detention centre near
the US border left more than
three dozen migrants dead, a
government agency said
Tuesday, in one of the deadliest
incidents ever at an immigra-
tion lockup in the country.
Hours after the fire broke out
late Monday, rows of bodies
were laid out under shimmery
silver sheets outside the facil-
ity in Ciudad Juarez, across
from El Paso, Texas.
Ambulances, firefighters and
vans from the morgue
swarmed the scene. Thirty-
nine people died and 29 were
injured and are in “delicate-
serious” condition, according
to the National Immigration
Institute. 

There were 68 men from
Central and South America
held in the facility at the time
of the fire, the agency said. 

It was the deadliest inci-
dent inside a Mexican immi-
gration facility in recent mem-
ory.  Authorities are investigat-

ing the cause of the fire and the
governmental National
Human Rights Commission
had been called in to help the
migrants. The agency said
that it “energetically rejects the
actions that led to this tragedy”
without any further explana-
tion of what those actions
might have been.

The country’s immigra-
tion lockups have seen protests
and riots from time to time.

Mostly Venezuelan
migrants rioted inside an
immigration centre in Tijuana
in October that had to be con-
trolled by police and National
Guard troops. 

In November, dozens of
migrants rioted in Mexico’s
largest detention centre in the

southern city of Tapachula
near the border with
Guatemala. No one died in
either incident. 

Ciudad Juarez is a major
crossing point for migrants
entering the United States.

Its shelters are full of peo-
ple waiting for opportunities
to cross or who have request-
ed asylum in the US and are
waiting out the process. In
recent years, as Mexico has
stepped up efforts to stem the
flow migration to the US bor-
der under pressure from the
American government, its
National Immigration Institute
has struggled with overcrowd-
ing in its facilities.

The high level of frustra-
tion among migrants stuck in
Ciudad Juarez was on display
earlier this month when hun-
dreds of mostly Venezuelan
migrants acting on false
rumours that the United States
would allow them to enter the
country tried to force their
way across one of the interna-
tional bridges to El Paso.
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United Nations: The UN Security
Council on Monday declined a Russian
request to investigate the blasts on the
pipelines that move natural gas from
Russia to Europe under the Baltic Sea.
Russia, China and Brazil voted in favour
of the Russian request, but other Security
Council members abstained or said
another investigation was unnecessary.
For a resolution to be adopted by the UN
Security Council, it needs a minimum of
nine “yes” votes in the 15-member coun-
cil, and no veto by one of the permanent
members — the United States, Russia,
China, Britain and France.

The US deputy ambassador, Robert
Wood, said there was no need for a UN
probe when investigations by Sweden,
Denmark and Germany “are proceeding
in a comprehensive, transparent and
impartial manner”. “It was an attempt to
discredit the work of ongoing national
investigations and prejudice any conclu-
sions they reached that do not comport
to Russia’s predetermined and political
narrative. It was not an attempt to seek
the truth,” he said. AP

Beijing (PTI): Weeks after
China brokered a landmark
peace deal between Iran and
Saudi Arabia, Chinese
President Xi Jinping on
Tuesday said he expects both
countries to improve their ties
as arch-rivals in the Middle
East faced an array of chal-
lenges to implementing it.

Xi in his phone conversa-
tion with Saudi Crown Prince
and Prime Minister
Mohammed bin Salman said it
is hoped that Saudi Arabia
and Iran will uphold the spir-
it of good neighbourliness and
continue to improve their rela-
tions on the basis of the results
of their talks in Beijing, official
media here reported.

China is ready to continue
to support the follow-up
process of the Saudi-Iranian
talks, Xi said, referring to the
China-negotiated peace deal
between the arch-rivals to end
their hostilities.

The agreement signed on
March 11 in Beijing was
regarded as a major diplomat-
ic coup for China’s efforts to
emerge as a major power

rivalling the US to enlarge its
strategic influence especially in
the Middle East.

“The Iran-Saudi rap-
prochement has been touted as
a momentous development in
the region. But how it ultimate-
ly impacts the Middle East
remains a very open question,
as the long adversarial powers
are fighting a proxy war in
Yemen and continue to support
opposing sides across the
region,” said a report by the US
Institute of Peace.

“Amid perceived US
retrenchment from the Middle
East, the deal is a diplomatic
win for China as it increasing-
ly seeks to present an alterna-
tive vision to the US-led glob-

al order,” it said.
Following the Iran-Saudi

deal, Xi during his March 20
visit to Russia made a strong
pitch for Russia-Ukraine peace
talks to end their current war.

In his phone call with the
Saudi Crown Prince, Xi said
with the joint efforts of China,
Saudi Arabia and Iran success-
fully held and achieved signif-
icant results, helping the two
countries to improve their rela-
tions.It is a significant demon-
stration effect on enhancing the
unity and cooperation of
regional countries and easing
regional tensions, and thus
having been widely praised by
the international community,
he said.
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Kathmandu: Top leaders of
Nepal’s ruling coalition met on
Tuesday to  discuss a power-shar-
ing arrangement but failed to
agree on a deal, according to a
party official.During the meeting
at the official residence of the
Prime Minister at Baluwatar,
Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal
Dahal ‘Prachanda’, Nepali
Congress president Sher Bahadur
Deuba, CPN-Unified Socialist
chairperson Madhav Kumar
Nepal and Nepal Samajwadi
Party leader Dr. Baburam
Bhattarai discussed various issues.
Matters relating to power sharing,
cabinet expansion and common
minimum programme of the rul-
ing alliance mainly featured dur-
ing the meeting, said Ganesh
Shah, the secretary of CPN-
Maoist Centre. Loktantrik
Samajwadi Party Chair
Mahantha Thakur, Janamat Party
chief Dr. CK Raut, Nagarik
Unmukti Party chairperson
Shrestha, Rashtriya Janamorcha
chairperson were also present

during the meeting.“During the
meeting, the leaders of the ruling
parties agreed on the common
programme presented by Prime
Minister Prachanda,” Shah told
PTI.Though no agreement could
be reached regarding the power
sharing deal, they have agreed to
expand the cabinet at the earli-
est, according to Shah.The ruling
alliance leaders have decided to
meet again on Wednesday morn-
ing to finalise the power sharing
deal, he added. The 68-year-old
‘Prachanda’ has twice secured a
vote of confidence in parlia-
ment, winning the second floor
test within three months, an
outcome he said would provide
stability to his government.

Power sharing and the dis-
tribution of ministerial portfo-
lios have become major bottle-
necks among the members of
the ruling alliance as the
demand for cabinet posts is
exceeding the number of min-
istries available, according to
political observers. PTI
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Millet diplomacy, region-
al cooperation, propos-

al for BIMSTEC Games and
University for better people to
people connect and focusing
on Kolkata as the nodal cen-
tre for India's Act East were
some of the major points
raised during the two day
BIMSTEC conference held in
Kolkata on the occasion its
25th anniversary.

On the opening day of
the meet, Honorable Minister
of State, Ministry of External
Affairs, Mr. Rajkumar
Ranajan Singh, after inaugu-
rating the two-day BIMSTEC
meet, stressed on India's
Millet diplomacy to solve
food crisis among the mem-
ber nations and East and
North East of the country to
become leaders in diplomat-
ic strategy for the region.

Speaking at the inaugur-
al session of Bay of Bengal
Initiative for Multi-sectoral
Technical and Economic
Cooperation (BIMSTEC),
Mr. Singh said "This is the
Year of the Millet and our
Prime Minister has given
much importance to it. This
is a climate resilient crop
and its nutrition value is very
high. Let us hope that food
deficiency by way of cultiva-
tion and popularization of
millet can be addressed. It
grows in all geographic con-
dition and needs less water.
So let us promote it and see
how far it goes to solve the
problem of food security.
Kolkata is strategically one of
the most prominent cities of
India and for promotion of
East and Act East policy
Kolkata should be the prime
area and the regional head to
lead the Act East policy," he
said while talking about the
importance given to East in
taking forward the BIMSTEC
agenda.

Director ISCS Arindam
Mukherjee read out the
Kolkata Declaration based
on the deliberations of the
two days and hoped the issues
raised would help in mitigat-
ing problems and further
advance regional coopera-
tion.
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The government on
Tuesday extended the

deadline for linking PAN with
Aadhaar by three months to
June 30 to enable people com-
ply with the mandatory
income tax provisions.

The deadline for linking
PAN with Aadhaar was to end
on March 31. As per the
income tax department, fail-
ure to link the two unique
identities will lead to the
unlinked PAN becoming
inoperative.

There have been
demands, including from
political parties, for giving
more time to people to link
PAN (Permanent Account
Number) with their unique
12-digit identification num-
ber Aadhaar.

"In order to provide some
more time to the taxpayers,
the date for linking PAN and
Aadhaar has been extended to
June 30, 2023, whereby per-
sons can intimate their
Aadhaar to the prescribed
authority for Aadhaar-PAN
linking without facing reper-
cussions," the finance min-
istry said in a statement on
Tuesday.

Earlier also, the govern-
ment had extended the dead-
line several times.

The government had
imposed a fee of Rs 500 on
linking of PAN with Aadhaar

from April 1, 2022 and the
amount was later increased to
Rs 1,000 from July 1, 2022.

So far, more than 51 crore
PANs have been linked with
Aadhaar.

Under the provisions of
the Income Tax Act, 1961,
every person who has been
allotted a PAN as on July 1,
2017 and eligible to obtain
Aadhaar Number,  was
required to intimate his or her
Aadhaar to the prescribed
authority on or before March
31, 2023, on payment of a pre-
scribed fee.

Failure to do so would
have attracted certain actions
under the Act from April 1,
2023.

"The date for intimating
Aadhaar to the prescribed
authority for the purpose of
linking PAN and Aadhaar

has now been extended to
June 30, 2023," the statement
said.

From July 1, 2023, PAN of
taxpayers who have failed to
intimate their Aadhaar shall
become inoperative.

Once the PAN becomes
inoperative, the tax payer
concerned will not be able to
claim tax refund nor interest
on it. Also, TDS and TCS will
be deducted /collected at a
higher rate from them.

"PAN can be made oper-
ative again in 30 days, upon
intimation of Aadhaar to the
prescribed authority after
payment of fee of Rs 1,000,"
the ministry said.

Naveen Wadhwa, DGM
of tax advisory firm Taxmann,
said it should be noted that
the payment of fees of Rs
1,000 remains mandatory,

and no relaxation has been
given in this regard.

Vivek Jalan, Partner at
Tax Connect Advisory, said
Aadhaar and PAN linkage is
mandatory to get the benefits
of income tax refunds and
credits of TDS/TCS, and also
to avoid paying higher taxes
in the form of penal TDS.

Lallit Tripathi, Chairman
and Managing Director of
financial services firm Vedant
Asset, said if a taxpayer fails
to do so by the end of June,
PAN will become inoperative,
which means that the person
will not be able to file income
tax returns, perform several
banking services, or carry
out stock market transac-
tions.

According to the min-
istry, those persons who have
been exempted from PAN-
Aadhaar linking will not be
liable to face action. This cat-
egory includes those residing
in specified states, a non-
resident as per the Income
Tax Act, an individual who is
not a citizen of India or indi-
viduals of the age of eighty
years or more at any time dur-
ing the previous year.

Last  week,  Congress
leader in Lok Sabha Adhir
Ranjan Chowdhury wrote to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi urging him to extend
the deadline by six months for
linking PAN with Aadhaar
and remove the Rs 1,000 fee.
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Benchmark equity indices
Sensex and Nifty ended mar-

ginally lower in highly volatile
trade on Tuesday as losses in IT
and auto stocks were largely off-
set by gains in banking and
financial shares amid mixed
global trends.

Profit booking by cautious
investors ahead of F&O expiry
on Wednesday also dented the
sentiment.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
ended 40.14 points or 0.07 per
cent lower at 57,613.72 as 19 of
its stocks declined and 11
advanced. The index opened
higher and further climbed
295.59 points or 0.51 per cent to
touch a high of 57,949.45. It,
however, failed to hold onto the
gains and fell to a low of
57,494.91 later.

The broader NSE Nifty
closed lower by 34 points or 0.20
per cent to finish at 16,951.70
after gyrating between 17,061.75
and 16,913.75.

As many as 32 Nifty stocks
declined, 17 advanced and one
closed unchanged. Adani
Entertainment, Adani Ports,
Tech Mahindra, HeroMotoCorp
and Tata Motors were among
major Nifty losers.

Among the Sensex firms,
Tech Mahindra, Tata Motors,
Bharti Airtel, Wipro, Bajaj
Finserv, HCL Technologies,
Bajaj Finance, Larsen & Toubro,
Mahindra & Mahindra and
UltraTech Cement were the
biggest laggards.

IndusInd Bank, Power Grid,
HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank,
NTPC, Reliance Industries,

HDFC and Tata Steel were the
prominent winners.

Vinod Nair, Head of
Research at Geojit Financial
Services said, "Indian markets
continued to stay in the grip of
bears as investors remained cau-
tious in expectation of further
tightening from the RBI."

Nifty small and midcap
stocks continued to underper-
form due to fall in investors risk
appetite and FY23 tax harvest-
ing, Nair added.

"Nifty witnessed yet anoth-
er day of rangebound price
action. It consolidated between
16,900 - 17,100 for the third con-
secutive day," Jatin Gedia,
Technical Research Analyst,
Sharekhan by BNP Paribas.

In the broader market, the
BSE smallcap gauge declined
0.79 per cent and midcap index
went lower by 0.42 per cent.

Among the indices, ser-
vices dropped 2.77 per cent,
telecommunication went lower
by 1.60 per cent, relaty fell by
1.17 per cent, utilities (1.06 per
cent), teck (0.94 per cent), com-
modities (0.89 per cent) and IT
(0.85 per cent). However, finan-
cial services, bankex and metal
ended in the green.

"Amid volatile moves in
intra-day trades, key indices
ended marginally lower and
under-performed most of its
Asian peers. Barring gains in
select banking and metal stocks,
other sectors witnessed profit-
taking as caution prevailed
ahead of the F&O expiry on
Wednesday," Shrikant Chouhan,
Head of Equity Research
(Retail), Kotak Securities Ltd,
said. 
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The rupee appreciated 15
paise to settle at 82.16 against

the US dollar on Tuesday sup-
ported by a weak American cur-
rency in the overseas market and
fresh foreign fund inflows.

However, a muted trend in
domestic equities dented inves-
tor sentiments and capped the
sharp gains in the rupee, traders
said.

At the interbank foreign
exchange market, the local unit
opened at 82.20 against the
American currency and finally
closed at 82.16 against the green-
back, registering a gain of 15
paise over its previous close of
82.31.

During the session, the
rupee touched a high of 82.16
and a low of 82.28 against the
dollar.

"Rupee traded positive as
the dollar index weakness
helped the rupee. The banking
relief in the US on the back of
SVB taken over by First Citizens

Bank kept dollar prices weak
helping the rupee gain," said
Jateen Trivedi, VP Research
Analyst at LKP Securities. 

The volatile range will con-
tinue in the rupee as 82.00
remains a strong hurdle for the
rupee in the near term and 82.55
is the near-term support, Trivedi
said.

The dollar index, which
gauges the greenback's strength
against a basket of six currencies,
fell 0.26 per cent to 102.59.

Global oil benchmark Brent
crude futures declined 0.42 per
cent to USD 77.79 per barrel.

On the domestic equity
market front, the 30-share BSE
Sensex declined 40.14 points or
0.07 per cent to end at 57,613.72,
while the broader NSE Nifty fell
34.00 points or 0.2 per cent to
16,951.70.

Foreign Institutional
Investors (FIIs) turned net buy-
ers in the capital market on
Tuesday as they bought shares
worth Rs 1,531.13 crore, accord-
ing to exchange data.
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More than 3.30 lakh repaired
wagons were operated

without NCO approval and this
has compromised safety, accord-
ing to a new report by the
Comptroller and Auditor
General of India.

Neutral Control Office in
workshops/yards are meant for
independent examination of
repaired wagons or those that go
undergo periodic overhauls
before their actual handing over

to open line for operations.
An NCO approval is vital as

wagons repaired in workshops
are subjected for a check by the
Neutral Train Examiner
(NTXR). Only those certified fit
can be inducted into service.
Those found defective by NTXR
are detained for further attention.

"More than 3.30 lakh wag-
ons constituting 41 per cent of
total were passed locally (with-
out NCO approval) after being
repaired at workshops/terminal
yards, compromising safety," the

CAG report said.
It also said that an analysis

of the FOIS (Freight Operations
Information System) data for
2016-17 to 2020-21 revealed
that the halt time was close to
half of the total travel time and

hence the average speed was also
close to half of the average speed
without halt time.

The report also said that in
violation of the codal provi-
sions, Zonal Railways did not
participate in the assessment of

wagon requirement or send pro-
posals or justification for their
acquisition to the Railway Board.

"In absence of any input
from the zones, RB kept on
changing requirement of wag-
ons. Available wagon holding
was more than the wagon
requirement, as assessed in audit
on the basis of wagon utilisation
norm (NTKM), throughout the
review period.

"Supply of wagons by wagon
manufacturers was not com-
mensurate with allotment of

wagons made by the Railway
Board and there were huge
delays in supply. 

Rakes were cancelled by
parties due to non-supply by the
Railway administration resulting
in loss of potential earnings," it
said.

The report also highlighted
that there were instances of
detention of rakes in the select-
ed loading and unloading
points/terminal yards which
resulted in loss of wagon days
and their earning capacity.
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The government on Tuesday
said the export ban on wheat

will continue as long as the
country does not feel comfort-
able with the domestic supplies
to meet the food security needs.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, state-owned Food Corpo-
ration of India (FCI) Chairman
and Managing Director Ashok
K Meena said wheat production
has not been impacted due to
unseasonal rains. Even after
rains, the total wheat output will
be at a record 112 million tonne
this year. 

He also mentioned that the
government procurement of
fresh wheat crop has kick-start-
ed, and about 10,727 tonne was
purchased at minimum support
price (MSP) in Madhya Pradesh
on Monday. India, the world's
second-largest wheat producer,
banned wheat exports in May
2022, with immediate effect as
part of measures to control ris-
ing domestic prices.

"As far as the government is
concerned for ensuring the food
security of the common man, no
export of wheat will be allowed.
So, the export ban on wheat will
continue as long as the country
does not feel comfortable with
supplies," Meena told reporters.

Estimated higher wheat pro-
duction this year will ensure suf-
ficient supplies for both govern-
ment procurement and general
consumption in the Indian mar-
ket, he said.

The government has pro-
jected a record wheat produc-
tion of 112.18 million tonne in
the 2023-24 crop year (July-
June), as per the second estimate

of the agriculture ministry.
Meena said the agriculture

ministry has estimated a record
wheat output, taking into
account weather fluctuations. 

"Rains are a cause of con-
cern as it affects the quality of the
grain. The accompanying factor
of rain is that the temperature
comes down. Low temperature
is good for wheat crops for full
maturity. Therefore, the estimat-
ed quantity of wheat production
is likely to be achieved," he said.

As a result, the govern-
ment's wheat procurement tar-
get of 34.15 million tonne will
also be achieved, he added.

Stating that the FCI has
started the wheat procurement
operation, Meena said about
10,727 tonne of wheat was pro-
cured in Madhya Pradesh on
March 27.  "The first arrival has
started in MP. About 10,727
tonne was procured, though
there was huge arrival of 5.56
lakh tonne on Monday," he said.

Procurement on the same
date in the year-ago period was
nil. The arrivals were huge due
to the harvesting of short-dura-
tion crops this year. 

Procurement centres across
the country will remain open.
Procurement in Punjab and
Haryana will begin from April
1 onwards. FCI aims to procure
13.2 million tonne of wheat from
Punjab, 7.5 million tonne from
Haryana and 8 million tonne
from Madhya Pradesh in the
2023-24 marketing year (April-
March), he added.

Asked if quality norms will
be relaxed for the rain-hit wheat
crop, Meena said, "A team will
be sent to assess the condition if
required.” 
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The Ministry of Heavy
Industries on Tuesday said

Rs 800 crore under FAME India
Scheme Phase II has been sanc-
tioned to three PSU oil market-
ing companies (OMC) for set-
ting up 7,432 public fast charg-
ing EV stations across the coun-
try.

The amount has been sanc-
tioned under FAME Scheme
Phase II.

The ministry has released
Rs 560 crore or 70 per cent of the
total amount to three OMCs --
Indian Oil (IOCL), Bharat
Petroleum (BPCL), and
Hindustan Petroleum (HPCL) -
- as the first installment for the
installation and commission-
ing of upstream infrastructure
and charging equipment of EV
public charging stations at
respective retail outlets in the
country.

The installation is expected
to be completed by March 2024,
the ministry said in a statement.

At present, there are 6,586
charging stations across the
country. 

"The addition of the new

7,432 public charging stations
will be a significant push to EV
charging ecosystem," the release
said, and added the charging
capacity would be used for char-
ging electric 2-wheelers, 4-
wheelers, light commercial vehi-
cles, and mini-buses.

Mahendra Nath Pandey,
Minister of Heavy Industries
said the move will give a boost
to the electric vehicle ecosystem
in India and encourage more
people to switch to cleaner
modes of transportation. 

He also added that the gov-
ernment is committed to pro-
moting sustainable green mobil-
ity solutions and reducing the
country's carbon emissions,
working towards Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's Net Zero mis-
sion. 

���	� �12�-1+3.

Capital markets regulator
Sebi on Tuesday extended

the deadline till September-end
for existing demat account
holders and mutual fund
investors to provide a choice of
nomination or opt out of it.

Earlier, the regulator man-
dated holders of trading and
demat accounts as mutual fund
folios to update the details of
their nominee by March 31,
2023.

In July 2021, the Securities
and Exchange Board of India
(Sebi) asked all existing eligible
trading and demat account
holders to provide a choice of
nomination on or before March
31, 2022, failing which the
trading and demat accounts
would have been frozen for
debits. Later, this was extend-
ed by one more year till March
31, 2023, and now it has been
extended again or six months.

"Based on the assessment
of the trading as well as demat
accounts in which choice of
nomination details (furnishing
of nomination or declaration
for opting out of nomination)
has not been updated and on
the basis of representations
received from the stakeholders,
it has been decided that the

provisions... With regard to
freezing of accounts shall come
into force with effect from
September 30, 2023, instead of
March 31, 2023," Sebi said in a
circular. In a separate circular,
the regulator has given more
time till September 30 to exist-
ing mutual fund investors to
nominate a beneficiary or opt
out of it by submitting a dec-
laration form.

If such investors fail to
comply with the rules by
September 30, their folios will
be frozen, and they will not be
able to redeem investment.

The regulator, in June 2022,
made it mandatory for mutu-
al fund subscribers to submit
the nomination details or dec-
laration to opt out of the nom-
ination on or after August 1,
2022. Later, the deadline was

extended to October 1, 2022.
The deadline for all the exist-
ing mutual fund folios, includ-
ing jointly-held ones, was set as
March 31, 2023.

Also, Sebi has asked stock
brokers, depository partici-
pants and asset management
companies to encourage their
clients to update their 'choice
of nomination' by sending a
communication on fortnight-
ly basis by way of emails and
SMS to all such demat accounts
holders or MF unit holders
wherein the 'choice of nomina-
tion' is not captured.

The communication would
provide guidance through
which the client can provide
his/her 'choice of nomination'.

Investors who are opening
new trading and demat
accounts from October 1, 2021,
have the choice of providing a
nomination or opting out of
nomination through a declara-
tion form. Explaining the ratio-
nale behind the Sebi's move,
Anand Rathi Wealth Ltd COO
Niranjan Babu Ramayanam
said that many investment
accounts in the past have been
opened without nominating
anyone to whom the assets
should be transmitted in case
something happens to the
account holders.
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Toll road operators are like-
ly to log in lower top line

growth at 9-11 per cent in
2023-24 compared to a robust
16-18 per cent rise in revenue
this fiscal, says a report.

In a report on Tuesday,
rating agency Crisil said the
jump of 16-18 per cent in rev-
enue this fiscal will be on the
back of significant hike in toll
rates due to elevated inflation,
and healthy traffic growth
on national highways.

However, the revenue will
moderate to 9-11 per cent in
FY24 due to falling inflation
and a likely moderation in
traffic growth, it said.
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Microsoft-owned GitHub
has laid off 142 people

in India, including the entire
staff in its engineering divi-
sion, people aware of the
development said on Tuesday.

Those affected by the
decision were deployed across
the company's offices in
Bengaluru, Hyderabad and
Delhi.

When contacted,  a
GitHub spokesperson said
the decision was part of the
company's reorganisation
plan.
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Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal on

Tuesday said the country's mer-
chandise and services exports
are estimated to cross USD 760
billion in the current fiscal end-
ing March 31.

Exports grew to USD 676
billion in 2021-22 from USD 500
billion.

Speaking at the annual ses-
sion of Assocham here, Goyal
said that at a time when the
whole world is facing recession,
high inflation and elevated inter-
est rates, India is performing
well.

Goyal stressed that over the
last 9 years, the focus of the
Modi-government has been on

building the foundation blocks
which are necessary for an econ-
omy to have many years of unin-
terrupted and sustainable
growth.

Various steps being take by
the government are making
India more cost competitive, be
it the huge investment in infra-
structure coupled with logistics,
technological advancement, or
the PM GatiShakti, he said.

He also said the perfor-

mance of India's global trade has
proved the naysayers wrong.

"I can say with great pride,
happiness, and thanks to all your
efforts that India has crossed in
its 75th year of independence, as
we speak today, USD 750 billion
of exports," he said, adding the
financial year is expected to end
with a total exports (merchan-
dise and services) of about USD
760 billion.

The minister also said the
FTAs (Free Trade Agreements)
with the UAE and Australia have
been welcomed by the industry.

The speed of India's FTAs
did not come at the cost of com-
promising the quality of agree-
ments and it was done after
extensive stakeholder consulta-
tion, he noted.
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World number three
Stefanos Tsitsipas
finally got his Miami

Open campaign under way on
Monday with a 6-3, 4-6, 6-4 win
over Cristian Garin while
Argentine Francisco Cerendulo
upset fifth-seeded Felix Auger-
Aliassime.

There were no shortage of
upsets at Hard Rock Stadium
with 12th seeded American
Francis Tiafoe beaten by 59th
ranked Italian Lorenzo Sonego
in straight sets.

France's Adrian Mannarino
beat seventh-seeded Pole Hubert
Hurkacz and American qualifi-
er Christopher Eubanks defeat-
ed Gregoire Barrere in straight
sets.

Tsitsipas arrived in Miami a

week ago, had a first round bye
and then had a walkover win in
the second round when Richard
Gasquet pulled out with injury.

"It has almost felt like a vaca-
tion this past week, staying in
Miami. I glad I got started. It was
a difficult match against an
opponent who has played good
tennis against good opponents
in the past," said the Greek.

Tsitsipas has not be on court
much in recent weeks. He with-
drew from Acapulco due to a
shoulder injury and was beaten
in his opening match at Indian
Wells this month.

The rest has, however,
helped Tsitsipas to recover a lit-
tle from his injury and although
he was not at his sharpest, he did
enough to book his place in the
fourth round against Karen
Khachanov.

Tsitsipas broke at 4-4 in the
third set to make sure of his
progress against the Chilean,
who enjoyed plenty of support
from the South Florida crowd.

Khachanov defeated Czech
Jiri Lehecka 6-2, 6-4 to reach the
Miami last 16 for the first time.

Cerundolo was knocked
out of Indian Wells in straight
sets by Canadian Auger-
Aliassime two weeks ago, but it
was a very different game on the
faster courts in South Florida.

The 25th-seeded Argentine
was on top from the outset, tak-
ing the first set 6-2 and he kept
his nerve to triumph 7-5 in the
second.

Miami is a happy hunting
ground for Cerundolo, who
made a surprise run to the
semi-finals last year, and he
relished the vocal support from

his fans in the crowd.
"That was another impor-

tant win for me, I think I played
really good from beginning to
end," he said.

"It is super nice to play here,
a lot of Argentinians, a lot of
people, so I really enjoyed it. Last
year was amazing, so I'm really
excited to be in the round of 16
again and to try to keep win-
ning," he added. Exciting
American Tiafoe was tipped by
many observers to go deep in the
tournament but he fell 6-3, 6-4
to Sonego in a game disrupted
by a second set rain delay of over
an hour.

Mannarino, playing inven-
tive tennis, beat Hurkacz 7-6
(7/5) 7-6 (7/0) but will face a
tricky test against the 26-year-
old Eubanks who will break into
the top 100 for the first time in

his career thanks to his victory
over 65th ranked Barrere, who
had beaten Britain's Cam Norrie
in the previous round.
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Eubanks trailed 6-2 in a sec-

ond-set tie-break before a rain
delay of more than an hour and
he won seven of the next eight
points for an emotional 6-3, 7-
6 (9/7) victory. French qualifier
Quentin Halys hit 15 aces as he
beat American Mackenzie
McDonald 7-6 (7/2), 6-3 to set
up a fourth round clash with
world number five Daniil
Medvedev.

Halys had never won a
match at ATP 1000 level prior to
this tournament but has beaten
Spain's Pedro Martinez and
Australian Alex de Minaur
before taking out McDonald.
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Elena Rybakina extended her
winning streak to 11 match-

es as she booked her place in
the Miami Open quarter-finals
with a 6-4, 6-3 win over
Belgium's Elise Mertens on
Monday while world number
two Aryna Sabalenka pow-
ered past Barbora Krejcíkova in
straight sets.

But there was agony for
Canadian former US Open
winner Bianca Andreescu, who
had to be wheelchaired off
court after suffering a left ankle
injury and retiring against
Ekaterina Alexandrova.
Rybakina is looking to com-
plete the "Sunshine Double"
after her triumph in Indian
Wells, but she was far from
euphoric after her victory.

"Physically I'm not the

freshest, but I'm happy that I'm
managing and finding my way.
To be in a quarter-final is great
and hopefully I'm going to
play better," she said.

The Kazakh allowed
Mertens to break in the sixth
game of the first set but then
two double faults from the
Belgian allowed Rybakina to
swiftly break back and then she
struck again to take the open-
ing set.

The Wimbledon champion
broke early in the second set
and never looked back and she
will now face Italian Martina
Trevisan in the quarters.

Trevisan beat former
French Open winner Jelena
Ostapenko 6-3, 6-3. Sabalenka
looked in ominous form as she
blasted her way to victory over
Krejcikova, the 2021 French
Open winner, 6-3, 6-2.

Krejcikova had ended
Sabalenka's 13-match win
streak in February in Dubai but
Sabalenka defeated the Czech
two weeks ago at Indian Wells.

This time Sabalenka took
just 65 minutes to take care of
business, going unbroken in the
match and facing just one
break point. American Jessica
Pegula looked comfortable and
in command of her game as she
beat Poland's Magda Linette 6-
1, 7-5.

The American will face
Anastasia Potapova after the
Russian beat China's Zheng
Qinwen 6-4, 7-6 (7/4) to con-
tinue her impressive run.

Romanian Cirstea followed
up her quarter-final at Indian
Wells by securing another last
eight appearance thanks to a 7-
6 (7-3), 6-4, win over Czech
Marketa Vondrousova.

TSITSIPAS WINS AFTER LONG WAIT IN MIAMI
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English football giants Man-
chester United will play a

non-league Wrexham team
owned by two Hollywood stars
in a San Diego friendly on July
25, it was announced on
Monday.

This is the first match of
United's tour of the United
States, designed to help the club
prepare for the 2023/24 English
season.

Welsh club Wrexham, who
play in the National League —
the fifth tier of English foot-
ball's pyramid — have been
owned since 2020 by Holly-
wood actors Ryan Reynolds
and Rob McElhenney.

This season Wrexham
defied the odds to make it to
the fourth round of the knock-

out FA Cup before losing to
second-tier Sheffield United
in a replay.

Monday's statement said a
"youth-focused team drawn
from United's travelling tour
squad supplemented by
Academy prospects will take on
Wrexham AFC on 25th July, as
part of a week-long training
camp in San Diego".

Wrexham manager Phil
Parkinson added: "We're look-
ing forward to being able to
play in the United States for the
first time in the club's history. 

The match against Man-
chester United is sure to be a
memorable occasion at Snap-
dragon Stadium, San Diego."

The match against United
is not the only game in the
United States on Wrexham's
horizon.
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Having failed to defend her women's singles
title at last week's Swiss Open, double

Olympic medallist P V Sindhu dropped out of
the world's top 10 in the latest BWF rankings
issued on Tuesday.

The 27-year-old from Hyderabad, who has
been struggling this season since returning to
action following a long injury lay-off, slipped two
places to the 11th spot with 60,448 points.

A former world champion, Sindhu, who has

a career-best ranking of world number 2, has
been in the top 10 since November, 2016. She
first cracked the elite top 10 in August, 2013.

In men's singles, HS Prannoy was static at
world number 8, while Kidambi Srikanth
dropped a rung to 21st place and Lakshya Sen
was 25th.

Swiss Open champion Satwiksairaj
Rankireddy and Chirag Shetty strengthened their
world number six position, while women's dou-
bles pairing of Treesa Jolly and Gayatri
Gopichand was static at the 18th position.
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India's Priyanshu Rajawat
recorded two fine victories in

the men's singles qualification
round to progress to the main
draw of the Spain Masters
Super 300 badminton tourna-
ment here on Tuesday.

The World number 60
Indian beat El Salvador's Uriel
Francisco Canjura Artiga 21-
16, 21-12 first before prevailing
21-18, 18-21, 21-15 over
France's Alex Lanier in a
thrilling match.

Fast-rising Indian men's
doubles pair of MR Arjun and
Dhruv Kapila saw off brothers
Christopher Grimley and
Matthew Grimley 16-21, 21-17,
21-12 to enter the pre-quarter-
finals.

Meiraba Luwang Maisnam,
however, couldn't cross the
opening round of the qualifiers,
going down 14-21, 18-21 to
Lanier.

In mixed doubles qualifi-
cation round, the Indian pair-
ing of Rohan Kapoor and N
Sikki Reddy lost 12-21, 22-20,
19-21 to Indonesia's Amri
Syahnawi and Winny Oktavina
Kandow.

B Sumeeth Reddy and
Ashwini Ponnappa too missed
out narrowly, going down 17-
21, 21-19, 13-21 to China's He
Ji Ting and Du Yue.

Women's pairing of Simran
Singhi and Ritika Thaker too
went down 11-21, 19-21 to
Denmark's Natasja P Antho-
nisen and Clara Graversen in
the qualification round.
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South Africa on Monday
named a full-strength squad

for two must-win ODIs against
the Netherlands on Friday and
Sunday, meaning a delayed start
for some of them in the Indian
Premier League. The matches in
Benoni and Johannesburg are
South Africa’s last games in the
World Cup Super League — and
they must win both if they are
realistically to stay in contention
for automatic to qualification for
the Cricket World Cup in India
in October and November.

“We have named our stron-
gest possible squad given the
importance of these matches in
the context of qualifying for the
ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup,”
said coach Rob Walter. "We
have a job to do and I am con-
fident that with this group of
players we can get the job done.”

Netherlands would not nor-
mally be expected to provide stiff
competition for South Africa —
but they beat the Proteas in the

T20 World Cup in Australia last
November, ending South Africa’s
hopes of playing in the semi-
finals. Only eight teams qualify
automatically. South Africa are
currently in ninth place.

Two wins would put them
in a strong position, ahead of
West Indies and with Sri Lanka.

If Ireland win all three

matches in a series against
Bangladesh in May they could
finish level on points with South
Africa if the Proteas win both
matches against the Netherlands.

In that case net run rate,
which currently favours the
South Africans, will come into
play.

Failure to finish in the top

eight would consign South
Africa to play in a 10-team qual-
ifying tournament in Zimbabwe
in June and July for one of the
last two places in the tourna-
ment. Cricket South Africa
insisted that players contracted
to the Indian Premier League,
including fast bowlers Kagiso
Rabada and Anrich Nortje, must
put their country first.

This will mean them miss-
ing the start of the IPL on
Friday. The two fast bowlers and
their IPL colleagues Quinton de
Kock, Marco Jansen, Heinrich
Klaasen, Sisanda Magala, Aiden
Markram, David Miller and
Lungi Ngidi will only be able 
to join their franchises from
April 3.

Squad: Temba Bavuma
(capt), Quinton de Kock (wk),
Bjorn Fortuin, Reeza Hendricks,
Marco Jansen, Heinrich Klaasen,
Sisanda Magala, Aiden Mark-
ram, David Miller, Lungi Ngidi,
Anrich Nortje, Wayne Parnell,
Kagiso Rabada, Tabraiz Shamsi,
Rassie van der Dussen.
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Sri Lanka's hopes of securing automat-
ic qualification for the World Cup took

a major blow on Tuesday when heavy rain
and gusting winds forced the second ODI
against New Zealand to be abandoned
without a ball being bowled.

Steady rain meant the covers stayed
on all day at the Hagley Oval in
Christchurch, with organisers calling the
match off at 1630 local time (0330 GMT)
with more showers forecast.

As a result the two teams split the
points which further damages Sri Lanka's
designs on a place in the top eight of the
Super League, who automatically quali-
fy for the World Cup in India in October
and November.

Having also lost the first ODI in the
three-match series, Sri Lanka are now
ninth in the table with 82 points, six
points behind West Indies.

To make the top eight, Sri Lanka must
win the third ODI against New Zealand
in three days' time and pray that South
Africa lose at least once in their upcom-
ing series against the Netherlands, and
that Ireland fail to beat Bangladesh 3-0
when they meet in May.

The teams missing out on the top
eight will go into a repechage 10-team
tournament in Zimbabwe in June and July
from which the final two teams will
emerge.

New Zealand have already qualified
for the World Cup and are now guaran-

teed to finish as Super League table-top-
pers even if they lose the third ODI in
Hamilton on Friday.

Sri Lanka have lost all three tour
games played so far in New Zealand,
including a 2-0 whitewash in the Test
series.
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England Test captain Ben
Stokes will be available
only as a specialist batter

for Chennai Super Kings in the
early stages of the Indian
Premier League 2023.

The star allrounder, who
was picked by the four-time IPL
champions for Rs. 16.25 crore
during the auction held in
December last year, arrived in
India last week and has been
training for the upcoming sea-
son starting March 31.

A report in ESPNCricinfo
said, Stokes, who has played for
Rajasthan Royals and Rising
Pune Supergiant in the past, will
likely play as a specialist batter
initially to manage his knee
injury, for which he has taken a
cortisone injection — an anti-
inflammation medicine.

The 31-year-old has been
hampered by recurring injuries
to his left knee, with the most
recent flare-up happening dur-
ing England's tour of New
Zealand. Stokes bowled only
nine overs across two Tests and
batted with a lot of discomfort
on the final day of the second
Test in Wellington.

Terming the injury "very
frustrating", Stokes said he
hoped to "get into a position that
I feel like I don't have to worry
about my knee anymore" with
England set to host Australia for
the Ashes this year in June.

CSK batting coach Michael
Hussey confirmed Stokes might
not bowl at the start of the IPL.

"My understanding is he's
ready to go as a batsman from
the start. The bowling might be
wait and see. I know he had his
first very light bowl yesterday
(Sunday) since he had his injec-
tions in his knee," said Hussey.

"The physios from Chennai

(CSK) and ECB (England and
Wales Cricket Board) are work-
ing pretty closely together. My
understanding is he won't be
bowling much at all in the first
few games of the tournament...
It might be a few weeks. I'm not
100% sure, (but we will) hope-
fully get him bowling at some
stage in the tournament," Hussey
added. With the home-and-
away format returning in IPL
2023, CSK are set to play in front

of their fans at the Chinna-
swamy Stadium. Hussey hoped
the setup brings the best out of
Stokes.

"The ground is amazing:
new stands up, full capacity. The
first home game, the atmosphere
is going to be out of this world.
I can't wait -- and I'm sure
Stokesy is going to absolutely
love it. That's the thing with
those big players, they general-
ly like a big stage and perform

their best on it. Once he gets out
there in Chepauk Stadium in
front of an unbelievably loud
crowd, I hope it's going to bring
out the best in him," Hussey said.

Hussey added that Stokes
had been "hitting the ball really
well" since arriving in India, pre-
dicting that he would be "huge"
to the franchise's bid to reach the
playoffs, "particularly if we can
get him bowling... Having those
allrounders is really important."
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Australian pacer Josh
Hazlewood feels the price

Cheteshwar Pujara puts on his
wicket makes him one of the
most difficult batters to bowl to,
and added that there is a "thrill"
one gets after dismissing him.

Pujara recently completed
a century of Test matches dur-
ing the Border-Gavaskar series,
and though he couldn't score
big in the four matches, he still
had some vital contributions.

The 35-year-old has more
than 7,000 Test runs from 102
games, including 19 centuries
and 35 half-tons.

Hazlewood, who is nursing
a tendon injury which sidelined
him during the Test series
against India, added that Pujara
is someone Australians "love to
hate".

"It's a bigger thrill for the
the bowlers (to dismiss Pujara).
I think when you do end up
getting his wicket, it means you
have earned it," Hazlewood
said on RCB podcast on
Tuesday.

"It means you've put in a lot

of hard work. Whether it is the
fifth ball he (Pujara) faces...
You've already bowled to him
in the previous Test matches,
you've earned that respect and
you've earned that wicket,"
added Hazlewood, who was
RCB's pace spearhead during
IPL 2022, taking 20 wickets.

Hazlewood said that he
had had some great tussles with
the Indian stalwart, adding
that he was a fantastic player.

"He's someone I've had
some great tussles over the
years, and, in particular, in
Australia. He's someone
Australians love to hate but he's
a fantastic player and I guess
that is part of Test cricket.
When you do get him out,
you've earned it," said
Hazlewood, whose participa-
tion in IPL 2023 could be in
doubt because of the tendon
injury.
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Afghanistan was foiled in its
bid for a series sweep when

Pakistan won their third and last
T20I by 66 runs.

Pakistan finally came good
without five rested frontline
players to post a challenging
182-7 then bowled out
Afghanistan for 116 with 8 balls
remaining.

Pakistan interim captain
Shadab Khan and young fast
bowler Ihsanullah shared six
wickets. Shadab, with 3-13,
became the first Pakistan men's
player to reach 100 wickets in
T20s. Ihsanullah got 3-29 with
his pacey short-pitched deliver-
ies.

Shadab provided a late
flourish with the bat by smash-
ing a 17-ball 28 after Saim Ayub
missed out on his maiden T20
half-century by one run.

Defeat in the dead rubber
couldn't spoil Afghanistan's his-
tory-making effort in winning
its first match and series 2-1
against Pakistan in any format.

“It's a special occasion to be
part of this team,” Afghanistan
captain Rashid Khan said. “We
won the series, but we have some
areas to improve on. We
responded well under pressure.
We have struggled under pres-
sure in the past but I'm happy

that we chased in a couple of
games.”

Najibullah Zadran retired
hurt off the first ball he faced
after he was struck on the grille
by Ihsanullah. Concussion sub-
stitute Azmatullah Omarzai
made 21 before he was the last
man to be dismissed.

Pakistan made only 92-9
and 130-6 in the first two T20s
but adapted well to the condi-
tions.

Left-hander Saim batted
fluently against the pace and spin
of Rashid Khan, hitting two sixes
and four boundaries, while
Abdullah Shafique made 23 off
13 balls and finally broke his
drought after failing to score in
his previous four T20s.

Iftikhar Ahmed, playing his
first match in the series, made 31
off 25 balls and together with
Shadab accelerated well in the
death overs to help Pakistan tally
its best total of the series.

“We wanted to finish on a
high note and we have done
that,” Shadab said.

“We needed to play for
Pakistan's pride and we did it.
The main motive of this series
was to give the youngsters a
chance. Hopefully, they will get
confidence from these matches
and it will help them in the long
run.”

Afghanistan struggled to
get any momentum in the chase,
and lost its last seven wickets for
45 runs.
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Rajasthan Royals all-rounder
Riyan Parag believes

Chennai Super Kings skipper
Mahendra Singh Dhoni has
mastered the role of a finisher,
and nobody comes anywhere
close to the former India captain.

The 21-year-old from
Guwahati, who will be playing
his fifth IPL this year, added that
while he is happy donning the
role of a finisher, if given a
choice, he would like to bat at
No. 4 in the tournament.

"If they (Royals) were to ask
me where I want to bat, I would
say No. 4. But, then, like always,
I am open to bat wherever the
team needs me and wherever
they think I fit the best. It is a
team game; whichever way the
combinations match up, I am
happy to contribute," Parag told
PTI.

"I have been doing the fin-
ishing role for the last three years
now. There is just one name that
comes to my mind which I also
have said before, MS Dhoni. I do
not think anyone else has mas-
tered that art. Going into that
role, I always look up to him,
how he finishes games or how
he takes the game deep," Parag
added.

Parag is confident of a
strong show in the IPL on the
back of a successful domestic

season for Assam, having had a
largely unfulfilled stint in the
T20 competition in the last four
editions. He had just one half-
century in the IPL last season
and scored 183 runs in 17
games at an average of 16.64.

Parag, a member of the U-
19 World Cup-winning squad in

2018, was a prolific scorer in the
in 2022-23 Vijay Hazare Trophy,
scoring the fifth-highest number
of runs -- 552 at an average of
69 in in nine games with three
centuries and a half-ton.

In the Syed Mushtaq Ali
T20 Trophy, the right-hander
scored 253 runs at a strike rate

of 165.35 with two fifties.
"I had a very good domes-

tic season and, in the buildup for
the IPL, we have had a few
camps in Jaipur. Everyone has
looked in good touch with both
the bat and the ball. I do not
think the confidence part has
changed; I have always been
confident. The performances
have come through, so that
adds a different dimension to the
mental state that any player
has. When you are confident
and have performances to back
you, it gives an extra oomph of
self confidence," he said.

Parag said he has also
worked hard to improve his
bowling. "I feel there has been a
big improvement (in my leg-
breaks) since I have bowled a lot
of overs this season. I have
bowled more than 350 overs. I
put in a lot of work in my bowl-
ing so that I am able to chip in
whenever my team needs me,"
he said.

Parag has had his share of
social media trolling, but he says
it does not affect him anymore.

"Earlier, it did affect me and
it hampered my performance.
But now I am pretty straight on
what I want to do on social
media. I have a lot of strong
opinions; I just like to state them
and I am not waiting for anyone
else to reply or give their opin-
ions," he said.
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New Punjab Kings head
coach Trevor Bayliss has

listed out death overs batting and
wickets in the middle overs as
the two key areas of improve-
ment for the team aiming to end
its title drought in the IPL.

Punjab finished an under-
whelming sixth in the previous
four editions with their only final
appearance coming way back in
2014.

Bayliss, a World Cup win-
ning coach who also guided
KKR to two IPL trophies, is
expected to turn an inconsistent
Punjab into a consistent outfit.

The 60-year-old from
Australia talked about the prepa-
rations for the IPL and his
expectations from the players.

"One of things that we
thought was lacking last year was
not able to finish off innings with
the bat. That was one of the rea-
sons why we decided to go
after a young all-rounder like
Sam. He gives us a strength in
the middle-order and he is a
world class bowler as well.

"From the batting point of
view, we want some of the guys
in the top-order to go on and
make those 70s and 80s, that

makes it easier for the middle
order," he said from Mohali
where the team hosts KKR in its
IPL opener.

Bayliss is working to create
a pressure-free environment
within the team as that is imper-
ative for success.

"I want them to play the
game for the reasons they start-
ed playing the game at the first
place, which is the love for the
game. I don't know what it was
like in the past but I will run this
team like I have always done.

"It doesn't guarantee success
but we will enjoy ourselves and
play with a smile on our face but
when we need to we will do the
hard yards in the practice field."

Having achieved success in
international as well as franchise
cricket, Bayliss believes the main
players have to perform for any
team to be consistent.

"I am not exactly sure if I
can pin point one thing," he said
when asked about the secret to
success in an unforgiving format
like the T20.

"From bowling point of
view if you are taking wickets
through the middle overs you
are very tough to beat. Taking
wickets in middle overs is very
important.
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The Croatian city of Porec will
host the IBA Youth World

Boxing Championships next
year, while the IBA Junior World
Championships this year in
Mexico will see the return of
competition for 15-16 year age
group.

Croatia has hosted some
major continental-level boxing
competitions, but the Youth
World Championships will be
the first in the country.

The International Boxing
Association (IBA) said in a
statement on Tuesday that the
two events will provide oppor-
tunities to young boxers to
showcase their skills and "moti-
vate the younger generation to
take up (the) sport".

The decisions were taken by
the IBA on the sidelines of the
Women's World Boxing Cham-
pionships in New Delhi, which
concluded recently. During the
meeting, the IBA board of direc-
tors discussed topics ranging
from the upcoming Men's Wo-
rld Championships in Tashkent
to planning for future interna-
tional events.

Boxing Federation of India
president Ajay Singh was
appointed IBA vice-president
during the meeting.
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