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India is deploying an all-
women contingent in Sudan’s

Abeyi region as part of its
peacekeeping missions under
the aegis of the United Nations.

It will be India’s largest sin-
gle unit of female soldiers in a
UN mission since 2007. The
Army team comprises two offi-
cers and 25 other ranks.

Hailing the development,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said, “Proud to see

this. India has a tradition of
active participation in UN
peacekeeping missions. The
participation by our Nari
Shakti is even more gladden-
ing.”

He was reacting to an
Army tweet that said, “Indian
Army deploys its largest con-
tingent of women peace-
keepers in United Nations
mission at Abyei, UNISFA. 

“The team will provide
rel ief  and assistance to
women and children in one

of the highly operational and
challenging terrain condi-
tions under the UN flag.”

India is deploying an all
#women’s platoon of peace-
keepers as part of our battal-
ion to the UN Mission in
#Abyei @UNISFA_1. This is
the single largest deployment
of women #peacekeepers in
recent years. Good wishes to
the team!” India’s Permanent
Representative to the UN
Ambassador Ruchira Kamboj
tweeted late on Thursday.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, along with heads of

several countries on January 12
and 13, will review the adverse
impact of the Ukraine conflict
on food, fertilisers and fuel sup-
plies to the developing coun-
tries.

The virtual “Voice of
Global South” summit hosted
by India will also take up other
issues like climate change and
bring together countries of
this grouping.

More than 120 countries
have been invited for the high-
profile event, Foreign Secretary
Vinay Kwatra announced here
on Friday. It will provide an

important feed into the delib-
erations of the G-20 summit,
he said.

India has assumed the
presidency of the G-20 this
year and will host the summit
in September.

The participants in the
virtual summit next week will
share their common concerns
and perspectives relating to
various challenges, Kwatra said
and also referred to the
Ukraine conflict and its impli-
cations on food and energy
security.

“Global South” is a group-
ing of countries of Asia, Africa
and South America while
“Global North” refers loosely to
countries like the US, Canada,
Europe, Russia, Australia and
New Zealand.
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American banking sector
giant Wells Fargo has

sacked the Vice President of its
Indian operation Shankar
Mishra for allegedly urinating
on an elderly woman on an Air
India flight on November 26.

A four-member Delhi
Police team on Friday after-
noon landed in Mumbai in
search of Mishra, but found his
home locked. The Delhi Police
has called the pilot and other
crew members of Air India
flight AI-102 from New York to
Delhi in connection with the
case of Mishra.

In another development,
Mishra on Friday cited the
woman’s WhatsApp messages
to claim that she had “con-
doned the alleged act” and
had shown no intention to file
a complaint.  “A settlement was
made and compensation was
paid to the elderly woman on
November 28, 2022 but the
money was returned by the
woman’s daughter on
December 19, 2022,”  Mishra’s
lawyers  said in a statement.

Mishra is missing and a
lookout notice or an airport
alert has been put out for him.

The company in a state-
ment on Friday said the alle-
gations against Mishra were
“deeply disturbing”.  “This
individual has been termi-
nated from Well Fargo,” the
firm said in a statement.  

The company further said
it held  its employees to the
highest standards of profes-
sional and personal behaviour
and found these allegations
deeply disturbing. “We are
cooperating with law enforce-
ment and ask that any addi-
tional inquiry be directed to
them,” the statement added. 

After the  media reported
the news of mid-air peeing
incident on an Air India flight
on November 26, the Delhi
Police on January 5 wrote to
the concerned authorities
seeking a lookout circular
(LOC) against Mishra.

Sources in the Delhi
Police said the pilot and other
crew members of the Air
India flight on November 26,
were  called to record their
statements. “The Police will
establish the entire timeline of
the incident and the state-
ments of the flight staff will be
recorded.” 
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The entire north India belt,
including Haryana, Punjab

and Rajasthan, continued to
grapple with the cold condi-
tions while Delhi recorded a
cold wave for the second con-
secutive day on Friday, with the
minimum temperature at
Ayanagar in Southwest Delhi
plunging to a numbing 1.8
degrees Celsius.

There was some respite in
Kashmir as the minimum tem-
perature improved slightly even
as the Valley braces for wet
weather spell from Saturday.

Meanwhile, Delhi’s peak
winter power demand rose to
a record 5,526 MW on Friday
as cold wave swept the nation-
al Capital, officials said.

An official of the BSES said
its power distribution compa-

nies are ready to ensure ade-
quate availability for its around
47 lakh consumers during the
winter months.

“According to data, Delhi’s
peak power demand on Friday
clocked 5,526 MW at 10.58

am, highest-ever recorded in
the national capital during
winter months. This is the
third day in a row that Delhi’s
peak power demand has
crossed the 5,000 MW mark,”
the official said.
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The country on Friday
watched in shock newly-

elected MCD councillors rain-
ing blows on each other,
uprooting mikes and toppling
tables and benches in a free for
all inside the Civic Centre in
the national Capital on Friday.
As a result, voting to elect
mayor and deputy mayor could
not take place.  

The next date of mayoral
election will be decided and
announced by Lieutenant
Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena.

Visuals from the meeting
showed shocking scenes of
AAP and BJP workers hitting
and pushing each other, hurl-
ing tables and chairs and even
climbing on desks inside the
meeting room of Civic Centre
of the Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD).

The Congress members
walked out of the House amid
allegations by the AAP that the
party has struck a deal with the
BJP. The AAP said never in the
history of MCD has nominat-
ed members taken oath first
and claimed that around a
dozen of its councillors got

injured during the scuffle. 
On the other hand, the BJP

claimed seven of its councillors
sustained injuries and a couple
of them were attacked by sharp
objects.

According to MCD offi-
cials, it was for the first time in
the history of the civic body
that a newly elected House
failed to elect a mayor and
deputy mayor in its maiden
meeting.

The meeting began with

BJP councillor Satya Sharma
being administered the oath as
presiding officer for the elec-
tions to the posts of mayor and
deputy mayor. The scuffle
began after the presiding offi-
cer invited nominated coun-
cillors or aldermen (those who
traditionally cannot vote) to
take oath ahead of the elected
members (those who can vote).
After Sharma invited alderman
Manoj Kumar to take his oath,
AAP MLAs and councillors

raised slogans against the BJP
and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. Many also rushed to the
well of the House.

The BJP councillors retal-
iated, raising slogans against
the AAP and its national con-
vener Kejriwal. The councillors
of both parties were seen push-
ing and shoving each other.
Amid the din, the House was
adjourned for over an hour.
The situation remained chaot-
ic even after the House was

reconvened. It finally led to the
adjournment of the House for
the day.

“The LG office has been
informed about the ruckus in
the MCD House by Municipal
Secretary Bhagwan Singh and
MCD Commissioner
Gyanesh Bharti. The oath
taken by the four aldermen is
valid,” Sharma said. The next
date for the MCD House
meeting will be declared by
the LG office, she said.

The AAP has alleged that
the BJP made the alderman
take oath first in order to get
them voting rights for the
election to mayor and deputy
mayor. AAP members said
elected councillors should
have been sworn in before the
nominated members.

Delhi Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal termed the
move to invite the nominat-
ed councillors for taking oath
ahead of the elected ones in
the mayoral polls unconsti-
tutional. “Article 243R of the
Constitution clearly debars
nominated members from
voting in the House.
Attempting to get them to
vote in the House is uncon-
stitutional,” Kejriwal tweeted
sharing the snippet of the
Article.

Sources in Raj Niwas said
“Administrator” means the
LG of the National Capital
Territory of Delhi and the
AAP is deliberately making
efforts to mislead the issue.
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Centre stopping PMGKAY free rice hits poor: BJD.FEST 2nd edition in city from Jan 15
BJP says BJD no
longer can claim
PDS rice scheme as
its own
PNS     �����  BHUBANESWAR

The spar between the BJD and
the BJP that began over Union
Government’s recent move to scrap
the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) intensi-
fied on Friday as the former said
such a step “harmed” the interests
of lakhs of poor people in the State.

BJD national spokesperson Dr
Sasmit Patra said Odisha’s 3.5 crore
people were receiving 10 kg of rice
since the introduction of the
PMGKAY.

“While a beneficiary gets 5 kg
rice under the National Food Secu-
rity Act (NFSA), another 5 kg was
given under the Pradhan Mantri
Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana. Now
that the Centre has discontinued

the PMGKAY, a person who was
getting 10 kg rice a month, will get
only 5 kg of it. How can he or she
survive with only 5 kg?” questioned
Patra.

To drive his point home, he gave
the example of a poor family of six
members living in Balangir’s Tusra
village.

“The 5 kg of rice the poor people
of Odisha were receiving has been
stopped by the Centre. A six-mem-
ber family of Basant Dharua of

Tusra area in Balangir district re-
ceived 60 kg of rice a month. After
the withdrawal of the Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana,
the family will now get 30 kg. Can
you imagine the hardship for the
family after taking away 30 kg from
his quota? From now on, Dharua
has to buy this rice with the money
he would otherwise have to spend
on medicine or something else,” said
Patra.

In response to the allegation, BJP
State general secretary Golak
Mohapatra said, “Finally, Dr Sasmit
Patra has accepted the truth. There
is a saying in Odia that ‘Hanu Mala
Belaku Sata Kahe’ (The monkey
speaks the truth before its death). It
seems the BJD’s end is near because
Sasmit Patra accepted today that
the Prime Minister had been pro-
viding rice and stopped it now. Pre-
viously, the BJD was claiming that
it was providing rice to the poor.
You (Patra) have to be thanked for
accepting the truth that PM

Narendra Modi was giving it and
not your party.”

“The fact is that the price of 1 kg
of rice provided under the Public
Distribution System (PDS) was Rs
37.28. Of it, the Centre’s contribu-
tion and the Odisha Government’s
contribution stood at Rs 34.28 and
Rs 2, respectively. The beneficiary
was buying the rice at 1 rupee only.
Now, the Centre has decided to bear
the entire cost of PDS rice. This
decision has left the BJD in the lurch
as it was showcasing the PDS rice
scheme as its own and thereby reap-
ing huge electoral benefits,” said
Mohapatra, adding that from now
onwards, people of Odisha would
receive only Modi’s rice.

The Union Government spends
nearly Rs 8,444 crore per annum
to provide free rice to 3.25 crore of
Odisha people under the NFSA. On
the other hand, the State Govern-
ment spends Rs 185 crore per an-
num as its matching share for
implementation of the NFSA.

To boost tourism on
sidelines of Hockey
WC
PNS     �����  BHUBANESWAR

Creating a festival of festivals in
Bhubaneswar during the FIH Men's
Hockey World Cup, .FEST is all set
to make a comeback with its sec-
ond edition from January 15 to 29

Be it food, entertainment, sto-
ries or trails, the .FEST entails a host
of surprises from enthralling per-
formances by the best of musicians,
singers, stand-up artists, dancers,
and trails to thousand years old
temples and caves. There is also an
opportunity to enjoy street foods
of 16+ countries and witnessing
amazing stories and folklore by glo-
bally acclaimed storytellers.

 It will have a slew of celebrities
making appearances like
Bollywood Divas Disha Patani and
Divya Kumar slated to enthrall au-
diences during curtain raiser. Re-
nowned dance choreographers like

Shiamak Davar and Salman Yousuf
would also be taking the stage by
storm, along with music superstars
like Guru Randhawa, Harshdeep
Kaur, Neeti Mohan, and Amit
Trivedi, who would present en-
chanting contemporary, classical
and Sufi night performances.

The audiences would also get to
witness a laughter riot with stand-
up comedians Sunil Grover and
Shilpa Rao followed with a retro
night by popular 90's singers Udit

Narayan, Alka Yagnik and
Sukhwinder Singh.

A fusion fiesta by Siddhart
Mahadevan, ShivamMhadevan,
and Shrinidhi would also keep the
audiences swaying through the
starry night.

 BMC Mayor Sulochana Das said,
"The .FEST is the city festival of
Bhubaneswar where the citizens will
celebrate the capital city with mu-
sic, food, trails, exhibitions and
much more."

Minimum
temp to fall
in 24 hrs
PNS     �����  BHUBANESWAR

The Regional Office of the
India Meteorological De-
partment (IMD) here on Fri-
day predicted a drop in mini-
mum temperature in the
State in next 24 hours.

The minimum tempera-
ture is likely to register a fall
by 3 to 4 degree Celsius.
However, there would be no
large change thereafter at
many places in the districts
of the State, the IMD said.

The weather office, issuing
a warning, said shallow to
moderate fog is very likely
to occur at one or two places
in the districts of Kalahandi,
Kandhamal, Rayagada,
Koraput, Nayagarh, Angul,
Cuttack and Dhenkanal on
Saturday.

On Sunday, shallow to
moderate fog is very likely
to occur at one or two places
in the districts of Kalahandi,
Kandhamal, Boudh, Angul,
Dhenkanal and Cuttack.
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Archana bail plea: HC seeks
case diary from police

CM launches Gramya Bank loan scheme

State's revenue collection over Rs 1L cr

‘Judge branding cow protectors as ‘Gundas' must apologise' Final Electoral Rolls: 3.23 cr voters in State

Odisha Blind Association holds annual day

HC asks CB to take over
Soumya death case

Own tax, nontax
sources registered
growth of 5.6 %
TATHYA     �����   BHUBANESWAR

Despite market slowdown,
the State's total revenue
collection has crossed Rs 1 lakh
crore by the end of third
quarter of the current Financial
Year 2022-23.

 The total revenue
generation from both own tax
and non tax sources registered
a growth of 5.6 percent by the
end of December of current
FY 2022-23 over the
corresponding period of last
FY.

 The total revenue of the
State has reached at Rs1,
01,119 crore by the end third
quarters of the current fiscal.

 In spite of negative growth
in grants from the Central
Government by about 21

percent, total revenue has been
increased by 5.6 percent.

 This was revealed during
the All Secretary meeting held
under the chairmanship of
Chief Secretary Suresh
Chandra Mahapatra here on
Wednesday.

 Development
Commissioner Pradeep Kumar
Jena, Forest, Environment
and Climate Change
Additional Chief Secretary
Mona Sharma along with
Additional Chief Secretaries,
Principal Secretaries,
Secretaries and Special
Secretaries of all departments
participated in the discussions.

 Principal Secretary Finance
Vishal Kumar Dev briefed the
senior officers about the fiscal
position of Odisha in the
meeting.

 According to official
sources, the revenue
generation from own

taxsources increased by 13.51
percent with a collection of
around Rs 32,029 crore by the
end of December, 2022
against corresponding period
of last year's collection of Rs
28,216 crore.

 Similarly, with a total
collection of Rs 63,523 crore,
the revenue from State's non-
tax sources grew by 1.17
percent by end of December
2022 in comparison to the
corresponding period of the
last year.

 Accordingly, the total
revenue generation from both
the sources by end of
December 2022 has increased
around 5.6 percent over the
corresponding period of last
fiscal.

 Keeping in tune with the
revenue generation, the
budget utilisation by end of
December also witnessed a
sharp growth of 2.26% over

last FY. The budget utilisation
in agriculture and allied sector,
infrastructure and social sector
spending has been increased,
the sources said.

 Reviewing fiscal
performances of various
departments, the Chief
Secretary directed the
departments to avoid parking
of funds at the bank account
of the implementing agencies
so that actual expenditure
would be reflected on the
common treasury portal.

 He also emphasized on
strengthening the internal
audit mechanism for wider
transparency.

 Mahapatra directed the
departments to adopt 5T
parameters scrupulously while
dealing with financial matters.
The submission of utilization
certificates (UC) in time
bound manner should be
given priority, he said.

PNS     �����   CUTTACK

The Orissa High Court,
hearing the bail plea of honey-
trap and extortion racket
accused Archana Nag, has
sought the case diary from the
Commissionerate police.

Archana had moved the
court for bail in connection
with the case filed by film
producer Akshay Parija at the
Nayapalli police station after
the Bhubaneswar Judicial
Magistrate First Class (JMFC)
Court-3 had rejected her bail
application on November 30,
2022.

Archana was arrested by the
police based on the complaint

photographs with a woman
public.

In December 2022, the
police had filed a charges-sheet
against her before the JMFC
Court-3 in the case. The 501-
page chargesheet was
submitted against Archana
under Sections 384, 385, 388,
389, 500, 506 and 120-B of
the IPC and Sections 66E, 67
and 67A of the I-T Act.

Meanwhile, the chartered
accountants of Achana and
her husband Jagabandhu
Chand appeared before the
Enforcement Directorate on
Friday in connection with the
money laundering case
against her.

by Parija alleging
blackmailing and extortion.
She had allegedly demanded

Rs 3 crore from him
threatening him of making his
objectionable videos and

26,722 SHG
groups to get Rs
1,001 cr
PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

Chief Minister Naveen
Patnaik on Friday inaugurated

a mega loan scheme of Rs
1,001 crore by the Odisha
Gramya Bank for Mission
Shakti members. By this, 2.68
lakh women of 26, 722 SHGs
would benefit.  The CM kick
started the programme by
providing a loan of Rs 10 lakh

each to five groups. He urged
bankers to be partners of
Odisha's transformation and
expedite women's
empowerment.

Mission Shakti Secretary
Sujata Karthikeyan said, "The
main aim of Mission Shakti

programme is to get women
involved in every sector and
improve their self-respect.  Earlier,
women didn't know what a bank
was and they were afraid to go
there. But today, banks are going
from village to village and
providing loans to women."

PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

Odisha Chief Electoral
Officer (CEO) SK Lohani
published the final Electoral
Rolls of 146 Assembly
constituencies of the State on
Thursday. There are
3,23,49,341 voters of which
1,64,96,153 are males,
1,58,49,966 females and 3222
belong to the third gender.

The CEO's office said the
revision of the electoral roll was
not done in the Padmapur
constituency due to a by-
election there. The revision of
electoral roll in Padmapur
would commence from
January 6 next.

The draft photo electoral
rolls of 146 Assembly
constituencies had been
published on November 9,
2022. Claims and objections
for deletion, addition,
correction in electoral rolls
and transfer of names from
one location to another were
received from November 9,

2022 to December 8, 2022.
During the revision,

5,94,613 names were
approved for first-time
enrolment of names; 3,20,506
names were approved for
deletion; and 2,14,000 were
approved for the correction of
names and other details.

In addition to it, 78,260
advance applications from the
17-plus age group prospective
voters were also received
during the revision
programme. The applications
would be disposed of in
subsequent phases and would
be enrolled in the respective
quarter of the year. EPIC cards
would be door-delivered
through speed post to the
voters free of cost after
enrolment.

CEO office sources said that
during the revision, special
focus was given on enrolling
more and more electors from
the marginalised sections of the
society like PVTGs, third
genders, sex workers and

persons with disability (PwD).
In the 2023 draft electoral

rolls, the gender ratio was 959,
which has been increased to 961
in the final electoral rolls. The
number of electors in the age
group of 18-19 has increased
from 2,10,268 in the draft
electoral rolls to 4,46,779 in the
final rolls. As many as 7,464
PwD electors have been
marked in the electoral rolls for
2023.

The percentage of photo
electors in the final electoral
rolls, 2023 has increased to
99.99% from 99.74% in final
electoral rolls in 2022. The
number of service voters
increased to 49,919 in the final
electoral roll 2023 from 49,897
in the draft electoral roll 2023.

Due to changes in the names
of schools, the nomenclatures
of 21,219 polling stations have
been changed while location of
373 polling stations have been
changed with the approval of
the Election Commission of
India (ECI).

24 Nabarangpur teachers dismissed

Aska among country's top 3 police stations

Puri
Sankaracharya
demands
‘Hindu-Rastra'
tag for India
SAROJ KUMAR MISHRA
�����   PURI

In a hard-hitting remark
against the judiciary,
Sankarcharya of Puri
Nischalananda Saraswati said
that the Judge, who branded
the cow protectors as goons,
must apologise.

Saraswati rather branded
those leaders and
Governments as criminals
who are protecting the people
behind cow smuggling and cow
slaughter in the country.

He said those patronising the
killings of cows are criminals
and they have no rights to stay
in power.  Urging the young
generation to shun western
culture, he stressed on an
urgent need to draw the youths
into the fold of spiritualism.

Demanding a 'Hindu Rastra'
status to the country, the top
Hindu seer called upon the
parents and guardians to
encourage their children to
move on the path of
spiritualism and respect
traditions and ethos of the
country.

A most blistering attack both
on the judiciary as well as on
the Government, which was

unprecedented, came at a time,
when Saraswati was addressing
a three-day global conclave on
spiritualism and Jaganath
culture which ended on Friday
here.

It was organised by the
'Jaganath Biswa Adhyatmik
Samilani'.  The conclave,
sponsored by Sri Jagannath
Chintan and Chetana World,
was attended by Governor Prof

Ganeshi Lal and Puri King
Dibyasingha Dev.

Besides, several luminaries
from spiritual background,
prominent seers of mutts and
seminaries from 23 countries
participated in the mega
session.

Targeting the present
leadership for embracing acts
of terror in the name of
democracy, Saraswati warned

citizens against unethical
politics which, he said, is the
root of all disturbances in the
country.  He expressed concern
over degrading environment
and strongly opposed
devastations of forest, water
and air in the name of
development. Saraswati
asserted that the Vedas have no
comparison, which are above
the modern science.

PNS     �����   CUTTACK

With investigation of the
mysterious death of aspiring
model Soumya Ranjan
Panigrahi making no
headway even after a year, the
Orissa High Court on Friday
directed the Crime Branch
(CB) to take over the case and
submit a report within three
months.

The order came during
hearing of a plea of Soumya's
sister Soubhagyalakshmi who
has alleged that even after the
High Court directed the
Bhubaneswar DCP to take
necessary steps to speed up
investigation and update the
family members about the
probe within a stipulated time,
no such response has been
made. On January 30 last year,
Soumya allegedly died by
suicide in Kalarahanga under
the Infocity police limits of
Bhubaneswar. He was found
hanging in his residence; and
a note, purportedly written by
him, had been recovered from
the spot. The letter named a
girl with whom Soumya was
reportedly in a relationship but
was going through a rough
patch after getting to know

that she was developing
intimacy with another person.
While Soumya's family
members held the girl
accountable for his death,
Soumya's sister filed a
complaint with the Infocity
police two days later.

Soubhagyalakshmi sister
had, however, alleged that
police did not cooperate. On
February 19, she even
approached the DCP but
reportedly got no response
even there. Distraught over
lack of cooperation by the
police, she moved the HC on
February 23, after which the
court had directed the DCP to
update the kin of the deceased
about the progress in
investigation within three
weeks' time. But even after the
HC order, the family did not
get any information on what
steps were being taken by the
police to find out the exact
cause of Soumya's death.

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,
Soubhagyalakshmi once again
filed a petition basing on
which the High Court, in a
hearing, directed the Crime
Branch to take over, informed
the family's lawyer Byomkesh
Tripathy.

PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

The Aska police station in
Ganjam district has been
adjudged by the Union Home
Ministry as one of the best
three police stations in the
country for the year 2022.

Joint Director &
Conference Secretary,
Intelligence Bureau Tarun
Kumar informed this to
Odisha DGP Sunil Kumar

Bansal in a letter dated
January 2.

The Union Home
Minister will hand over the
trophy to the SHO of Aska
police station on January 20
during the DGSP/ IGSP
Conference at the National
Agriculture Science
Complex, PUSA Campus,
New Delhi.

The SHO has been asked
to be present in uniform with

cross belt at the conference
venue on January 19 for
rehearsal and to receive the
trophy on January 20.

The Aska police station had
also secured the first position
in overall performance
rankings of all police stations
in the state for the year 2022.

The State Crime Records
Bureau (SCRB) had carried
out a survey to rank the
police stations on various

factors like grievance
redressal, pendency of cases,
detection and solving of
cases, rate of conviction and
filing of charge-sheets. The
police station had received
94.54% rating.

Notably, the Gangapur
police station of Ganjam
district was earlier selected as
one of the best three police
stations in the country for
the year 2021.

For remaining
absent since 2010
PNS     �����   NABARANGPUR

Acting tough on
dereliction of duty, the
Nabarangpur district Collector
has dismissed as many as 24
teachers who were on leave for
several years despite receiving
salary.

The teachers were allegedly
not coming to the educational
institutions since 2010
without any leave applications.

As the matter came to the
fore, a probe was ordered in
this regard. Subsequently, the

School and Mass Education
Department directed the
District Education Officer to
take action against the
absentees.

Accordingly, the district
administration had in July last
year written to all Block
Education Officers to submit
a report on the matter. Further
investigation revealed that as
many as 31 teachers were
absent in such a manner.
While show-cause notices were
served to all of them, the now-
dismissed 24 teachers didn't
reply within the stipulated 15
days, for which the action was
taken against them.

PNS     �����   BHUBANESWAR

The 48th annual day of the
Odisha Blind Association
(OBA) was observed on the
World Braille Day on
Wednesday. Rajya Sabha
member Dr Amar Patnaik
attended the event as chief
guest while Rajya Sabha
member Sulata Deo was chief
speaker.

OBA secretary Sharat
Kumar Das and Atul Bala read
out the annual report while
president Sanyasi Kumar
Behera discussed various
problems of the association.
Various competitions like
music, Braille Script reading
and writing were organised
among visually-impaired

students of different schools
and colleges.

Bhubaneswar (Central)
MLA Anant Narayan Jena,
former MLA Priyadarshi
Mishra, Major Dr Kalpana
Das, Kasturi Mohapatra, Dr
Gitanjali Bastia, Prakash Rath,
Pankaj Lochan Mohanty,
Major Dr Prakash Das were
present.

Sight Savers, Anand
Charitable Trust, Radhakrishna
Agency founder Lalatendu
Prusty provided financial and
other support for the annual
function. The Shushrut
Hospital conducted a health
checkup camp. International
cricket star and OBA vice-
president Mohammad Zafar
Iqbal offered a vote of thanks.
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BARI CONG LEADER UMESH JENA JOINS BJP
Bhubaneswar:  Jajpur district's
Bari Congress leader and
former PCC secretary Umesh
Jena joined the BJP along
with his associates  at the BJP's
State office here in the pres-
ence of Union Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan and
BJP State president Samir
Mohanty on Friday.

VINIT AGRAWAL JOINS AS JAJPUR SP
Jajpur: Vinit Agrawal joined as
the Superintendent of Police in
Jajpur district on Friday. He
emphasised the need for a more
friendly relationship between
the police and the public and
encouraged citizens to come for-
ward to help the police curb
crimes. He said, "Faster and time-
bound delivery of police-related
services to the needy, especially the downtrodden, women and
ST/SC communities, will constitute the police's roadmap,"

HOCKEY WC: DEFENDING CHAMPIONS BELGIUM ARRIVE
Bhubaneswar: As the defending Champions Belgium arrived
in Odisha for the FIH Odisha Hockey Men's World Cup 2023
Bhubaneswar-Rourkela on Friday, there was a definite buzz at
the Biju Patnaik International Airport with a large gathering

of fans to welcome some of the biggest stars in world hockey.
Belgium are placed in Pool B along with Germany, Japan and
Korea and will begin their campaign on January 14 against
Korea in Bhubaneswar.

SPIRITUAL POETRY COLLECTION ‘NIRMALYA KANIKA' RELEASED
Bhubaneswar: On the occa-
sion of the Srimad Bhagabata
Gita Prabachan organised by
the Srimad Bhagabat
Parayana Committee at
Niladrivihar Durgapuja
Mandap here, spiritual po-
etry collection "Nirmalya Kanika" written by Batakrushna
Panda was released. Spiritual guru Prof Santosh Kumar Sahoo
was chief guest. Other guests included Corporator of Ward-14
Monalisha Sahoo, lawyer Manhmohan Pattnaik, Nilarivihar
Youth and Cultural Association president and publisher of the
book Dr Prakash Chandra Panigrahi. Intellectuals of the local-
ity praised the initiative of the writer.

ASST RI HELD TAKING BRIBE IN NABARANGPUR
Cuttack: The Vigilance police on Friday caught Jagdish Behera,
Assistant Revenue Inspector (ARI), in-charge RI of
Sanamasigaon RI Circle under Nabarangpur tehsil in
Nabarangpur district, red-handed while accepting a bribe of Rs
5,000. Behera had demanded the bribe from a person for issu-
ance of legal heir certificate in her favour. Following the trap,
simultaneous searches were launched on the residential Govern-
ment quarter of Behera at Nabarangpur and his office chamber
at Sanamasigaon. Later, he was arrested and forwarded to court.

DRKURE SMART CLINIC OPENS 2ND OUTLET IN BBSR
Bhubaneswar: The DrKure
Smart Clinic opened its sec-
ond clinic at Samanta Vihar
near Nalco Square here on
Wednesday. The clinic was
inaugurated by Congress
MLA Suresh Kumar Routray.
The clinic aims to provide
healthcare services to underprivileged and needy people by
using smart solutions. "We are committed to provide better
healthcare at lower cost," said DrKure Smart Clinic director Dr
Archana Mallick. The DrKure Smart Clinic has its first unit on
Cuttack Road here.

LOUIS BRAILLE BIRTHDAY CELEBRATED
Bhubaneswar: For the precious invention of the Brail Script by
Louis Braille for visually-impaired people, his birth day was
observed on January 4 as World Brail Day. Students of the

Kandalei Primary School celebrated the day along with
Trilochan Beura, a coach of a blind football team. Bapina Nayak,
captain of the blind football team Odisha was chief guest.

BIRD CENSUS IN HIRAKUD RESERVOIR FROM JAN 8
Sambalpur: The annual census of migratory birds will com-
mence at the Hirakud Dam reservoir from January 8. Total 30
teams of Hirakud Wildlife Division (Nodal) along with
Sambalpur, Bargarh and Jharsuguda Divisions will carry out
the drive in 15 sectors. The teams will also include fishermen
who have knowledge about nesting of the birds.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY TO REBUILD 969 WOMEN'S LIVES
Bhubaneswar: Non-profit housing organisation Habitat for
Humanity India has partnered with the Standard Chartered
Bank to provide 969 women with up-skilling, alternative live-
lihood opportunities and assistance in establishing micro-en-
terprises to generate additional income. The project is known
as Empowering Women and Improving Life through Liveli-
hood Interventions. These women are from the States of
Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra and Odisha.

INBRIEFDebate: Is Birsa Hockey
Stadium world’s largest?

Award for slum dwellers housing scheme Jaga Mission

Patient's death sparks tension at Titilagarh SDH

Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik inaugurates a Technology Centre of Deloitte in the presence of Union Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan at Bhubaneswar on Friday. Pioneer photo

Roadside evictions
Baleswar vendors to
stage stir on Jan 12

ATM kiosk robbed at gunpoint in Baleswar

R'gada CWC formed; Huika Chairperson JSpur man held cheating youth on job promise

PNS �����   BHUBANESWAR

An innovative Jaga
Mission programme, which is
aiming to upgrade almost
3,000 slums in Odisha, has
won the prestigious Bronze
World Habitat Award.

 The awards, which are
organised by the World
Habitat in partnership with
UN-Habitat, are the world's
leading housing awards, which
recognise and highlight
innovative, outstanding and
revolutionary housing ideas,
projects and programmes
from across the world.

 The State Government has

set itself the ambitious target
of becoming the first slum-free
State in India and is leading
the Jaga Mission programme
to upgrade all of the State's
2,919 slums - improving
living conditions for 1.7
million people.

 The project takes a holistic
approach to addressing
poverty, focusing on three core
issues- granting land rights to
residents to mitigate the threat
of forced evictions and enable
access to public housing
subsidies; infrastructure
upgrades to improve living
conditions and livelihood
opportunities and community

mobilisation to empower
marginalized groups to
construct, manage and
maintain upgraded facilities.

 To date, 707 slums have
been upgraded across 30 cities,
of which eight have been
declared slum-free.

  Inspired by Odisha, it is
now being replicated in the
northern State of Punjab,
where it will benefit an
additional 1.4 million people.

 The Jaga Mission worked
closely with people who lived
in the slums to find suitable
vacant lands, plan layout
designs and create new mini
neighbourhoods for them to

live in.
 Their new habitat contains

piped water supply, individual
household toilets, electricity,
storm water drainage, open
spaces, children's play areas,
community centres and paved
streets with lighting. And
importantly, all the families
received land titles, ending the
possibility of eviction. The
project's annual budget is
approximately 5 billion rupees
($65 million USD), which
comes predominantly from
the Odisha State budget and
grants from the Central and
State Governments that are
meant for various

components required for slum
upgrading.

 Principal Secretary,
Housing and Urban
Development, G
Mathivathanan said, "We are
delighted to receive the Bronze
World Habitat Award for Jaga
Mission for the second time."

 "The Jaga Mission has
successfully demonstrated that
there is an urgent need to have
a paradigm shift in the
Government's  approach by
recognising the informal
settlements and the slum
dwellers as indispensable part
of the city fabric and empower
them with land tenure security,

and better living habitat. This
global recognition helps in
promoting this best practice
for other governments
dealing with similar challenges
of rapid urbanisation and the
consequent rise of informal
settlements," the Principal
Secretary added.

 Chief Executive of World
Habitat David Ireland said,
"Jaga Mission is a hugely
ambitious State-wide project
that aims to make Odisha slum-
free by upgrading informal
settlements, improving
governance and securing land
ownership for slum dwellers.
There is nothing else like it."

PNS �����   BALESWAR

The street vendors of
Baleswar town protesting
against roadside evictions
undertaken by the municipal
authorities have decided to
embark on demonstration
and agitation on January 12.

The district administration
has been undertaking eviction
on various stretches  including
OT road, College road and
Vivekananda Marg  since last
week of December.

The  vendors said that by
doing  roadside business they
were not only selling their
wares to customers at cheap
rates but also  were earning
their own bread.

They further alleged that the
district administration

arbitrarily  began eviction
exercises flouting the Street
vendors (protection of
livelihood  and regulation of
street vending) Act 2014.

Mohini Mohan Parida,
secretary of the union, alleged
that the evictions were  carried
out by the district
administration without
identifying  the shops or
establishments to be evicted by
the  Town Vending
Committee of which the
district Collector is the
chairman.

The district administration
should stop eviction till it
discusses with them (vendors),
else the street vendors closing
their outlets  would embark on
agitation on  January 12, he
warned.

PNS �����   BHUBANESWAR

While the newly-built
Birsa Munda Hockey Stadium
in Rourkela was inaugurated
on Thursday by Chief Minister
Naveen Patnaik ahead of the
Hockey World Cup-2023, it
has sparked a debate whether
the venue is world’s largest
hockey stadium or not.

 The State Government has
been labelling it as the largest
hockey stadium of the world
since its construction.

 However, many opined
that it might not be true as
National Hockey Stadium in
Pakistan’s Lahore is the largest

with seating capacity of
45,000. The official website of
the Olympics also states the
same.

 As per the website,
Chandigarh Hockey Stadium
with 30,000 capacity and
Weingart Stadium in Los
Angeles having a capacity of
22,355 are world’s second and
third largest hockey stadiums,
respectively while Birsa Munda

Hockey Stadium is at the
fourth place with 20,000+
seating capacity.

 On the other hand, Sports
Minister Tusharkanti Behera
said the International Hockey
Federation (FIH) has certified
the Birsa Munda Hockey
Stadium as world’s largest one
in terms of seating capacity.

 Sports journalist Jaspreet
Sahani said the Birsa Munda
Hockey Stadium is the largest
hockey stadium constructed
solely for the purpose of
hockey matches.

 The hockey stadiums in
Lahore and Chandigarh are
part of sports complex.

Similarly, the stadium of Los
Angeles is not hockey-centric,
he said.

 Notably, the Birsa Munda
Hockey Stadium has been
constructed at an expenditure
of Rs 261 crore on 15 acres of
land on the premises of Biju
Patnaik University of
Technology (BPUT).

 As many as 20 matches of
the Hockey World Cup will be
played at the sporting venue.

The construction work of
Birsa Munda Hockey Stadium
Complex spread over 60,000
square metres of land was
completed in record 15
months, said an official.

Teacher falls
prey to highway
looters
PNS �����   BALESWAR

Masked miscreants on
Friday robbed an ATM of the
State Bank of India (SBI) in
Nilgiri of Baleswar district and
sped away from the spot.

Later, the Berhampur
(Nilgiri) police launched a
hunt to nab the culprits after
examining their photos
captured in the CCTVs.

According to reports five
men in two motorbikes barged
into the ATM counter at
Jamuna, in between  Sergarh
and Udla , when cash was being
into the cash dispenser of the
ATM.  When the cash loading
employees raised an alarm,
some people rushed to the spot
and tried to resist the

miscreants. However, they
robbers allegedly threatened
them at gunpoint and
decamped with the cash towards
Udla via Mankadapada road,
eye witnesses accounts said .
The exact amount of cash
looted was yet to be ascertained
and police began investigation
with the help of a forensic team,
reports added.

In another incident, a teacher
was robbed by highway looters
on Thursday in Simulia. The
victim Birendra Kumar
Satpathy was intercepted by
the miscreants while he
returning home after school
hours, a few metres away from
Simulia police station.

The miscreants brandished
sharp weapons and looted cash
and his personal belongings
before fleeing from the spot.
The police began an
investigation, said reports.

PNS �����   JAGATSINGHPUR

A man, Binaya Kumar
Dash, from Chasikhanda
village under Biridi block in
Jagatinghpur district was
arrested by police on
Wednesday on the charge of
cheating gullible unemployed
youths by giving them false
promises of jobs.

Police seized an SUV, three
laptops, six computer CPUs,
five mobile phones and some
incriminating documents
from his possession. Dash had
opened a job-providing centre
in Cuttack and attracted
jobseekers.

One Amlan Patnaik, a
resident of Puri district, had
come in contact with Dash

who promised to arrange a job
for him in Tata steel in
Kalinganagar, Jajpur and
Patnaik gave him Rs 4.4 lakh
later. After the financial
transaction was completed,
Patnaik asked Dash to give an
appointment letter for the job,
but the latter could not oblige
him and later promised to
return his money.

As Patnaik became did not
get back his money even after
several months, he lodged an
FIR in the Badambadi police
station in Cuttack. Police swung
into action, a picked up the
imposter while he was repairing
his SUV in a garage in Cuttack.
After a brief interrogation and
search in his office, he was
forwarded to court.

PNS �����   BALANGIR

Tension ran high at the
Titilagarh Sub-Divisional
Hospital (SDH) in Balangir
district over the death of a
patient during treatment.

According to reports,
Habiba Banu (20), a resident
of Hatapada, was suffering
from fever, cough and cold for
past two days. She consulted
the doctor at the Titilagarh
SDH and took medicines as
per prescription. After her
condition did not improve, she
visited the hospital again for
treatment.

After attending to the
patient at the OPD, the doctor
prescribed an injection that her
family collected from the drug
distribution counter in the
hospital. A nurse administered
the injection to the patient,
following which her condition

deteriorated. Habiba's mother,
who was present, was forcibly
removed from the place after
she questioned the nurse over
the critical condition of her
daughter. The patient was
administered four more
injections, following which she
died.

The family members of the
deceased patient created
pandemonium in the hospital
alleging that the patient died
due to faulty treatment and

administration of a wrong
injection. When the hospital
authorities tried to pacify the
family members, the latter
demanded arrest of the
concerned doctor and nurse.

Titilagarh police station IIC
Ranjan Bariha reached the
hospital and assured the family
members of the deceased of
appropriate action following
postmortem.

SDMO Dr Pradeep Nayak
said the patient had multiple

complications when she visited
the hospital. She had breathing
problem and kidney-related
issue as well. The doctor
attending to her had tried his
best to save her life. She was
given all types of lifesaving
shots during treatment. But
she died unfortunately.

However, necessary action
would be taken after
investigating into the incident
and interrogating the
concerned doctor, he assured.

Annapurna Finance applies for banking licence

PNS �����   RAYAGADA

The Child Welfare
Committee (CWC) of
Rayagada district has been
reconstituted and Bidulata
Huika has become its new
Chairperson after taking over
charge from her predecessor
Raj Kishore Sahu in presence
of Ramesh Chandra Nayak,
District Child Protection
Officer and other staff
members of District Child
Protection Unit.

 The CWC shall have the
final authority to dispose of
cases for the care, protection,
treatment, development and

rehabilitation of the children
as well as to provide basic needs
and protection of human
rights. The Committee shall
have the power to deal
exclusively with all
proceedings relating to
children in need of care and
protection. Other members are
Kailash Chandra Palo,
Priyadarshini Mahakul,
Jystnamayi Padhi and Gagarin
Sabar. The CWC shall function
as a Bench for next three years
and shall have the powers
conferred by the Code of
Criminal Procedure,
1973(2of1974) on a Judicial
Magistrate of First Class.

PNS �����   BHUBANESWAR

Non-banking microfinance
institutions have been playing
a very important role in the
country in the financial
inclusion of the weaker sections
of the society, women and small
enterprises.

The Annapurna Finance Pvt
Ltd is a nonbanking financial
organisation involved in micro-
lending services to individuals,
women SHGs, MSMEs and
small industries in Odisha and
other States. It is the first-
registered NBFC-MFI company
with the RBI since 2013 from
Odisha which has applied for the

universal banking licence.
During the last quarter of

2023, the RBI had invited
applications for  “on tap”
licensing of universal bank in
the private sector. As the
selection criteria for setting up
small finance banks and
universal banks are very strict,
six applications were rejected by
the RBI in May 2022.   The
Annapurna Finance runs
various activities and fulfils all
the criteria to avail the bank
licence from RBI.  Once it gets
licence, its outreach for financial
inclusion of the  un-served and
under-served stakeholders shall
enhance.
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Even mild cases of Covid-19
might trigger stronger

inflammatory responses in
males than females, resulting in
more pronounced functional
changes to the male immune
system, even long after recov-
ery, according to a study pub-
lished in Nature. The findings
may help create better vaccines
against diverse threats by, for
instance, mimicking how mild

Covid-19 changes the male
immune system, the
researchers said.  Scientists
have long believed that the
immune system reverts to the
previous stable level after viral
infection.  However, the latest
study published in the journal
Nature, shows that it depends
on the individual's sex.

Researchers at the US
National Institute of Allergy
and Infectious Diseases
(NIAID) systematically
analysed immune responses

of healthy people who had
received the flu vaccine. From
that data, they then compared
the responses between those
who had never been infected by
SARS-CoV-2, the virus that
causes Covid-19, and those
who experienced mild cases
but recovered. 

The team found that
immune systems of men who
had recovered from mild cases
of Covid-19 responded more
robustly to flu vaccines than
women who had mild cases or
men and women who had
never been infected.

The baseline immune sta-
tuses in men previously infect-
ed with SARS-CoV-2 were
altered in ways that changed
the response to an exposure
different from SARS-CoV-2,
the researchers said. "This was
a total surprise," said John
Tsang, an immunobiologist at
Yale University in the US, who
was previously at NIAID.

"Women usually mount a
stronger overall immune
response to pathogens and
vaccines, but are also more like-
ly to suffer from autoimmune
diseases," Tsang said. 

The findings may also be
linked to an observation made
early in the pandemic: Men
were much more likely to die
from a runaway immune
response than women after
contracting the Covid-19 virus.

Their analysis of immune
system status down to the indi-
vidual cell level showed sever-
al differences between COVID-
recovered males and healthy
controls and COVID-recov-
ered females, both before and
after receiving flu vaccinations.

For instance, previously
infected males produced more
antibodies to influenza and
produced increased levels of
interferons, which are pro-
duced by cells in response to
infections or vaccines. 
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The Special Court conduct-
ing trial in the ‘Coal Scam’

has ordered a further probe by
CBI into the role of Adani
Enterprises, AMR India,
Lanco Infratech and officials
who entertained their incom-
plete applications in the 2012
allotment of coal blocks in
Jharkhand.  

Special Judge Arun
Bhardwaj, in his 10-page order,
outlined the violations by each
of the three companies even
after the technical evaluation
committee of the Coal
Ministry pointed out that none

of the companies submitted
enough documents. In the
order dated January 4, the
Judge Bhardwaj asked the CBI
to submit its report by April
15, rejecting its earlier reply
that their probe is limited

only to Lanco Infratech, the
successful bidder of Jharia
coalfields. The Court said
though the technical evalua-
tion committee found that all
three companies submitted
only chartered accountants
and auditors’ certificates
instead of original documents
to claim their eligibility, the
tender committee overlooked
all the findings of technical
evaluation committee.  

The technical evaluation
committee in 2012 said that
“Adani Enterprises Ltd is not
eligible in the absence of
copies of submissions made to
the statutory government
authorities in support of OB

(over burden) and coal pro-
duction, the said firm was
declared eligible by the tender
committee on the basis of the
certificate dated 24.09.2012
of its chartered
accountant/undated certifi-
cate of its company secretary
which mentioned that the
information given in the cer-
tificates with respect to coal
produced and over burden
planned is as per submission
of quarterly report of coal
production activity submit-
ted to Department of Mining
and Energy of Republic of
Indonesia and Department of
Environment of Republic of
Indonesia”.
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Aday after reviewing opera-
tional readiness of the tri-

service Andaman and Nicobar
Command to thwart any chal-
lenge in the Indian Ocean by
China, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Friday visit-
ed Indira Point, the southern-
most tip of the country.  It was
the first visit by him to the
archipelago since taking over as
the Defence Minister.

Rajnath’s visit assumes
importance in light of the
growing influence of China in
the Indian Ocean Region. His
interaction with troops at naval

station INS Baaz in Cambell
Bay is important as it overlooks
the Strait of Malacca, the sea
route through which majority
of Chinese imports pass and is
one of the most important
shipping routes in the world
both, from an economic and
strategic viewpoint. 

Moreover, Indira Point is
along the Great Channel, pop-
ularly referred to as the ‘Six
Degree Channel’, which is a
major shipping lane for inter-
national traffic. A strong pres-
ence of the Armed Forces
equips India to better dis-
charge its responsibility of
being a net security provider in
the region. En-route, Rajnath

halted at the Car Nicobar Island
and Campbell Bay where he
was apprised about the ground
conditions. He also interacted
with the joint services troops of
Andaman and Nicobar
Command there, lauding them
for serving the country with
unmatched bravery and com-
mitment, defence ministry offi-
cials said here.  

He was accompanied by
Lieutenant General Ajai Singh,
the commander-in-chief of
Andaman and Nicobar
Command (CINCAN).
Rajnath was familiarised with
the terrain of Southern Group
of Andaman and Nicobar
Islands. He also paid a visit to
naval station INS Baaz and
interacted with troops. 

This is the first visit of the
defence minister to Indira Point
since January 2019. Apart from
the strategic signaling in view
of proximity of these far-flung
islands to the Indo-Pacific, his
visit to the Command moti-
vated the troops deployed in
these distant and remote
islands. Andaman and Nicobar
Command is a 21-year-old

successful Integrated Theatre
Command which is now being
planned at the national level.
INS Baaz is a forward operat-
ing base of the and also over-
looks the Six Degree channel
between Great Nicobar and the
Indonesian island of Sumatra.
Campbell Bay is the country's
eye over the Strait of Malacca.

After visiting INS Baaz,
Rajnath also visited the Air
Force station at Car Nicobar.  It
operates frontline fighter jets
including SU-30 and Jaguars.
Meanwhile, AN’s BJP leaders

urged him for better air con-
nectivity between the archi-
pelago and other parts of the
country.  

"We understand the impor-
tance of the upgradation of
runway here but we requested
Union minister to ensure
speedy completion of the pro-
ject because this led to steep
airfares," Bairagi told PTI. The
local BJP leaders also urged
Rajnath to start flight services
between Port Blair and Shibpur
airport in Diglipur to handle
medical emergencies, he said.
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The Centre on Friday told
the Supreme Court that it

will within three days clear the
names of 44 judges for the High
Courts, recommended by the
Collegium.

Attorney General R
Venkataramani told the top
court the government will
adhere to timelines and the
recent recommendations made
by the Collegium of high courts
have been processed with
"utmost dispatch".

The Bench comprising
Justices Sanjay Kishan Kaul
and AS Oka responded:
"Centre submits that out of 104,
44 will be processed and sent
within 3 days”.

The bench also asked
Venkataramani about the five
names recommended by the
Collegium last month for ele-
vation as judges of the apex
court.  

"Would your lordships
defer this for a little while? I
have some inputs given to me
but I may have some difference
of opinion on that," the
Attorney General told the
bench.  

Advocate Prashant
Bhushan, appearing for one of
the petitioners, raised the issue
of the names reiterated by the
Collegium being sent back by
the government.   "The

Government in the last lot
sent back some of the names
which were pending. Rightly or
wrongly, we have to deal with
it. There are 22 names which
have been sent back," the bench
observed, adding, some reiter-
ated names have also been
returned. 

The apex court Collegium,
headed by Chief Justice of
India D Y Chandrachud, had
last month recommended five
judges, including Justices
Pankaj Mithal and Sanjay
Karol, the chief justices of high
courts of Rajasthan and Patna,
for elevation as judges of the
apex court. 

"The Supreme Court
Collegium, in its meeting held
on December 13, 2022, has
resolved to recommend eleva-
tion of the following chief jus-
tices/judges of the high courts,
as judges in the Supreme Court:
1. Justice Pankaj Mithal, Chief
Justice, Rajasthan High Court
2. Justice Sanjay Karol, Chief
Justice, Patna High Court, 3.
Justice P V Sanjay Kumar,
Chief Justice, Manipur High
Court, 4. 

Justice Ahsanuddin
Amanullah, Judge, Patna High
Court and 5. Justice Manoj
Misra, Judge, Allahabad High
Court," said a statement
uploaded last month on the
apex court's website.  The rec-
ommendation is pending with
the Government.

New Delhi: The Supreme
Court on Friday clubbed and
transferred to itself all petitions
pending before different High
Courts seeking registration of
same-sex marriages by author-
ities. A Bench of Chief Justice
DY Chandrachud and Justices
PS Narasimha and JB
Pardiwala asked the Centre to
file a joint reply to the petitions
by February 15 and directed
their listing on March 13. 

The Bench said any peti-
tioner, if not available to argue
physically before the court or
unable to engage a counsel  or
to travel to Delhi, can avail the
facility of a virtual platform to
join the hearing. The top court
asked the registry to provide

links for virtual hearing to all
parties who wish to address the
court. During the arguments,
Solicitor General Tushar Mehta
told the bench since a petition
is ripe for hearing before the
Delhi High Court, the top
court could either await its ver-
dict or transfer all the petitions
to itself.  The counsel for mul-

tiple petitioners told the bench
they want the SC to transfer all
the cases to itself for an author-
itative pronouncement on the
issue and that the Centre can
file its response to it. At present,
Delhi, Kerala, Gujarat HC are
seized with many petitions
from LGBT community on
the issue.
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Days after two incidents of
drunk men urinating on

women on Air India flights
came forth, the Directorate
General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) on Friday issued an
advisory to the Head of
Operations of all Scheduled
Airlines for tackling unruly
travelers outlining that
“restraining devices should be
used when all conciliatory
approaches have been exhaust-
ed". The advisory warned that
the airline staff will face action
if they fail to act against pas-
sengers who are unruly or
behave inappropriately.

The DGCA has also sought
a report from Tata Group-
owned Air India on an incident
of a drunk passenger alleged-
ly urinating on the blanket of
a female passenger on the air-
line's Paris-New Delhi flight
last month, which it did not
report to the regulator. Air
India on Thursday confirmed
the incident, which took place
on December 6 last year.

“In case a situation - relat-
ing to handling an unruly pas-
senger comes up, the pilot-in-
command is responsible for
assessing the situation quickly
if the cabin crew can control
the situation and accordingly

relay this information to the
airline's central control on the
ground for further action.   If
it becomes difficult to handle
the situation with "verbal com-
munication", applying restrain-
ing devices should be used
when all conciliatory approach-
es have been exhausted," the
advisory said.

"Head of operations are
hereby advised to sensitize
pilots, cabin crew and Director-
in-flight Services of their
respective airlines on the topic
of handling of unruly passen-
gers through appropriate
means under intimation to
DGCA" - the advisory reads. 

"Non-action/ inappropriate
action/ omission by the airlines
towards such untoward inci-
dents has tarnished the image
of air travel in different seg-

ments of society," it further
highlights. 

"In the recent past, DGCA
has noticed a few incidents of
unruly behavior and inappro-
priate conduct by the passen-
gers on board the aircraft dur-
ing f light, wherein it is
observed that post holders,
pilots and cabin crew members
have failed to take appropriate
actions," the statement reads.

Earlier, the DGCA on
Thursday issued notices to the
officials and crew of the New
York-Delhi flight, asking why
action should not be taken
against them for "dereliction" of
duty while handling the
November 26 'urination' inci-
dent. The DGCA held that Air
India's conduct appeared to be
"unprofessional" in the two
incidents. 
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All passes issued to employ-
ees and visitors of airports

across the country have been
withdrawn by the Bureau of
Civil Aviation Security (BCAS)
after it was found that a "dis-
torted" map of India was print-
ed on them, officials said.

Map images of Jammu and
Kashmir, the Northeastern
region, Rajasthan and Gujarat
were wrongly depicted in the
passes issued at all Airports
Authority of India operated air-
ports and six Adani group-run
airports —  Ahmedabad,
Jaipur, Lucknow,
T h i r u v a n a n t h a p u r a m ,
Guwahati and Mangaluru.
After it was found that the
images were "distorted", the
BCAS has withdrawn the pass-
es, an official privy to the
development said.

In a communication to the
chairman of the Airports
Authority of India (AAI), the
BCAS said the embedded holo-
gram roll being used is not

according to the sample holo-
gram approved by the BCAS.
"Keeping in view the serious-
ness of the issue, it is hereby
directed that all Aerodrome
Entry Permits (AEPs) issued
with holograms shall be with-
drawn and further printing
with these hologram roll shall
be stopped with immediate
effect," the letter said.

The BCAS also conveyed
that the AAI will conduct an
inquiry in the matter, find out
at which level the lapses
occurred, who is responsible
for procuring these hologram
rolls and take appropriate

action against the responsible
officers. The AAI has been
directed to submit an action
taken report on the issue to the
BCAS at the earliest, it said. A
person, who is not a passenger
with a valid ticket, requires an
AEP that is issued by the air-
port.

The AEP application form,
which is issued by the BCAS,
mentions 13 zones that a per-
son can enter. The permitted
areas include the arrival halls,
the departure halls, the termi-
nal building, the apron area, the
security hold area, cargo ter-
minal among others. 
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New Delhi: With China
adopting an aggressive stance
in the Indo-Pacific region,
navies of India and Britain will
carry out joint exercises off
Andaman and Nicobar Islands
in the next five to six days.
The Royal Navy’s offshore
patrol vessel, HMS Tamar,
sails to the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands on Friday as

part of its permanent deploy-
ment in the Indo-Pacific. Over
the next five days, the ship and
her crew will undertake capa-
bility demonstrations and
maritime exercises with the
Indian Navy.

HMS Tamar is one of two
Royal Navy vessels on perma-
nent deployment in the Indo-
Pacific as set out in the United

Kingdom’s Integrated Review.
The ship’s visit to India is an
opportunity to further
strengthen the shared mar-
itime domain awareness effort,
and underlines the UK’s and
India’s intent to collaborate in
the Indian Ocean Region and
wider Indo-Pacific, the British
High Commission said here
on Friday. PNS
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New Delhi: A usual day in the
Supreme Court on Friday
morning became a surprise for
lawyers waiting in apex court
corridors when Chief Justice of
India D Y Chandrachud
reached first court with his two
daughters to show them his
workplace.

According to sources,
Justice Chandrachud, who
reached the court premises
around 10 am, took his daugh-
ters to his courtroom (first
court) through visitor's gallery
before scheduled court timing
of 10.30 am and told them, "See,
this is where I sit."

The sources said the CJI
took his daughters to his cham-
ber while explaining about his
workplace and showed them
place where judges sit and from
where lawyers argue their cases.
They said Justice Chandrachud
brought his foster daughters,
both differently-abled, to court
after they expressed desire to see
his workplace. PTI
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With Prime Minister
Narendra Modi chairing

the ongoing second national
conference of chief secretaries,
official sources on Friday said
the government has heralded a
"new era of cooperative feder-
alism" by making the process of
policy making and implemen-
tation more collaborative and
consultative.

The chief secretaries’ con-
ference is aimed at rapid and
sustained economic growth in
partnership with states in coor-
dination as the prime minister
believes that this is an essential
pillar for the development and
progress of new India, they
said. With this vision in mind,
Modi had conceptualised this
conference, which was held
for the first time last year in

Dharamshala, they noted and
cited several programmes and
instances in which he has tried
to leverage cooperative feder-
alism. The Centre and states
have been working together in
"Aspirational Districts
Programme", launched by
Modi in January 2018 to fast-
track development in most
backward districts across the
country through the conver-
gence of government pro-
grammes and schemes.

The Modi government
has also worked to increase
states' share in divisible pool of
tax resources, the sources said.
Having been a chief minister
for close to 13 years himself,
Modi knows that the key to
development for states is avail-
ability of sufficient resources.
Taking a significant step in this
direction, his government took

the decision to increase states'
share in the divisible pool of
taxes from 32 per cent to 42 per
cent. This has provided them
more resources to design and
implement programmes as per
their needs, they said.

Another example is the
GST Council where both the
Centre and states are partners
in decision-making. The work-
ings of the council are an
example of fiscal federalism
with reliance on decision mak-
ing through consensus, they
said.

Modi has also initiated the
unique concept of Pragati, the
Information and
Communication Technology
(ICT) based multi-modal plat-
form for "Pro-Active
Governance and Timely
Implementation" (Pragati),
involving the Centre and states.
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Gopal Ghosh died a couple
of years ago. But even after

his death he managed to open
a bank account. At least the
records seized by the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
probing the cow smuggling
case that has seen Trinamnool
Congress strongman and
Trinamool Congress’ Birbhum
district president Anubrata
Mondal go to jail --- say so.
This, whereas the deceased
person’s brother says that he has
no idea of the account of his
brother being used by others.
“We don’t even know that an
account was opened in the
name of my dead brother,”
said his brother.

Similarly Sundari Basaki
who lives in a mudded house
too has an account in the same
cooperative bank but she has
no idea of how many lakhs
have been transacted through
that account. “I have not signed

anywhere … because I am
illiterate … I have not opened
any account … but here you say
that I have an account … it is
a bolt from the blue … sever-
al lakhs of rupees were parked
in my bank and here we don’t
have two square meals to eat,”
says Sundari.

These are only two of 177
instances that the CBI has
stumbled upon in a day-long
raid in the Suri Cooperative
Bank. In course of investigat-
ing the cow smuggling case the
CBI has found that the
accounts were used to legalise
crores of rupees allegedly
earned from cattle smuggling.
Till now trace of Rs 10 crore
has been found, CBI sources
said adding most of these
accounts either belong to dead
or non-existent persons or
poor villagers who have no
inkling of the whopping
amount of money that were
transacted through their
accounts.

When asked as to how
scamsters managed to get doc-
uments required to open
accounts relatives of Mamata
Mridha another account hold-
er said, “we had submitted
copies of our Aadhar, voter
cards etc for MNREGA job
cards but it seems that they
have misused these documents
for their purpose.”

The CBI is known to have
traced the link of the ill-gotten
money to Food Department
too. According to sources the
proceeds from the cow smug-
gling were used to purchase
low quality crops, mostly rice
from the farmers and then
these were sold to the Food
Department. The payments
were then received in the fake
accounts, sources said.

Incidentally Mondal and
his associates had purchased a
number of rice mills worth
crores in Birbhum and neigh-
bouring Burdwan districts.

The officials on Friday

grilled Abhishek Samanta, the
manager of the Cooperative
Bank, a state government con-
trolled entity. Samanta is
known to have provided crucial
information to the investiga-
tors, sources said adding the
total amount thus transacted
may go far beyond Rs 10 crore.

Reacting to the develop-
ment Trinamool Congress
spokesperson on Friday said
that his party was for zero tol-
erance for corruption but
demanded an impartial probe

from the CBI. “Let the law take
its own course … let the guilty
be punished but my question is
why the CBI is not interrogat-
ing one of the prime accused in
the Narada scam … why don’t
they interrogate Suvendu
Adhikari who is a person
named in the CBI FIR.”

Another senior leader and
TMC MP Saugato Roy said
“the CBI has become a narrow-
minded agency … they are
being shamelessly used by the
BJP to serve its own cause.”
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The Supreme Court on Friday
stopped the execution of the

Meghalaya High Court order
staying the memorandum of
understanding (MoU) signed by
the Chief Ministers of Assam
and Meghalaya for settling their
festering boundary dispute.  

A bench comprising Chief
Justice DY Chandrachud and
Justices P S Narasimha and J B
Pardiwala took note of the sub-
missions of Solicitor General
Tushar Mehta and the lawyers
representing Assam and
Meghalaya and ordered a stay
on the order of the Meghalaya
High Court. 

The bench took note of the
submissions that some of the
areas, which are covered under
the MoU, are not getting the

benefits of the developmental
schemes due to the old border
disputes and, moreover, the
boundary between the two
states has not been altered due
to the agreement. 

A single judge bench of the
Meghalaya High Court had on
December 8 ordered an interim
stay on physical demarcation or
erection of boundary posts on
the ground following the inter-
state border pact.  Later, a divi-
sion bench of the high court
refused to interfere with the
order of the single judge bench,
prompting the petitioners to an

appeal in the top court. 
Meghalaya Chief Minister

Conrad K Sangma and his
Assam counterpart Himanta
Biswa Sarma had in March last
year signed an MoU for demar-
cating the border in at least six
of the 12 contested locations
that often raised tensions
between the two states.  On
March 29 last year, the agree-
ment was signed in the presence
of Union Home Minister Amit
Shah by the Chief Ministers of
Assam and Meghalaya. 

The pact sought to resolve
the protracted dispute in six of
the 12 places along the 884.9-
km border between the two
states.  The boundary dispute
between Assam and Meghalaya
has lingered for 50 years.
However, efforts to resolve it
have gained pace in recent
times.  
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Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi on Friday

launched a scathing attack on
the BJP-led government at the
Centre over a host of issues,
including the Agnipath scheme
and GST. Congress chief
Mallikarjun Kharge too
slammed the Centre over a host
of issues, including inflation
and unemployment, and
accused it of making tall
promises during election time
and going back on those words
after coming to power.

Addressing a public meet-
ing as part of the Congress'
Bharat Jodo Yatra in Haryana,
Rahul also said there are two
Indias -- one of farmers,
labourers, small shopkeepers

and unemployed youth and the
second of 200-300 people who
hold the country's wealth.

Targeting the government
over the Agnipath scheme, he
said, "First make me under-
stand what the Agnipath
scheme is. The BJP people say
they are patriots, make me
understand their patriotism,"
he said.

Kharge, senior party lead-
ers Kumari Selja, Bhupinder
Singh Hooda, K C Venugopal,
Shaktisinh Gohil, Kiran
Choudhary and D K
Shivakumar were among those
present at the rally.

The former Congress pres-
ident also hit out at the BJP-led
Haryana government over the
state's high unemployment rate.
"In the 21st century, Haryana
is the champion in unemploy-

ment, you have left everyone
behind," Gandhi said when
someone in the crowd said the
state has an unemployment
rate of 38 per cent.

Rahul said demonetisation
and Goods and Services Tax
(GST) were not policies but
weapons to destroy small and
medium businesses.

Addressing the rally at
Panipat, Kharge said there is
rising inflation and unem-
ployment in the country but
the government, led by the BJP,
does not seem to be bothered.

Kharge said Rahul has led
the Bharat Jodo Yatra for more
than 3,000 kilometres so far.
The foot march reached
Haryana from Uttar Pradesh
on Thursday evening.

Kharge said the Congress
came to power in several states

under Rahul’s leadership, but
the BJP allegedly used tactics to
bring down those democrati-
cally-elected governments.

He pointed out that in
poll-bound Tripura, Shah has
talked about the inauguration

of the Ram temple in Ayodhya.
Kharge accused the saffron
party of indulging in divisive
and vote-bank politics and
asserted that the Congress
stands to protect the interests
of all sections of the society.

In an interesting development, a group of people based in
Bareilly have issued a public notice seeking registration as a

political party with the name 'Bharat Jodo Party'. As per the notice,
published in two newspapers last month, the group's president
and the vice president are Nasir Ali and Jinat Begum. The manda-
tory public notice is part of an elaborate exercise parties have to
undertake before they are registered by the Election Commission.
The notice says that the party has submitted an application before
the EC for registration as a “political party” under the
Representation of the People Act. The notice was put on the EC
website on Friday.
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Chairman of the Democratic
Azad Party (DAP) Ghulam

Nabi Azad Friday tried to put
up a brave front even after
learning about 'Ghar Wapsi' of
former Deputy Chief Minister
Tara Chand along with 18 oth-
ers in the Congress party.

Tara Chand, Balwan Singh
and Dr Manohar Lal were ear-
lier expelled by the DAP
Chairman  for anti party activ-
ities on December 22, less than
three months after Azad had
floated his new political outfit
after quitting the Congress
party.

Interestingly, Dr Manohar
Lal was not present in AICC
headquarters along with other
leaders who returned to the
Congress fold.

Meanwhile, reacting to the
new political development
Azad, who was present in
Srinagar said, "I wish my former
colleagues well in their politi-
cal career ahead. It is not a set-
back because  all three of them
have no constituency. I will not
say anything against them, they
were my old colleagues".

In New Delhi, former
Deputy Chief Minister Tara
Chand soon after rejoining the
Congress party admitted they
had committed a blunder by

exiting the Congress party at
the time of joining the Azad
bandwagon.

Azad, on the other hand,
maintained after these leaders
joined him, I gave them the
party positions as they were left
without their constituencies

after the culmination of the
Delimitation exercise.But, they
could not digest that. It is okay.
Perhaps where they went, they
do not know that these three
only had party positions, but
have no constituencies,” he
said.
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The National Investigation
Agency (NIA) on Friday

filed a charge-sheet against an
accused in the Ghazwa-e-Hind
case of Patna.

The agency filed the
charge-sheet against accused
Marghoob Ahmad Danish
before the NIA Special Court,
Patna in the case which relates
to radicalization of impres-
sionable youth over various
social media platforms for car-
rying out violent terrorist acts.

The case was initially reg-
istered as FIR No. 840/2022
dated July 14 at Phulwarisharif
police station in Patna and re-

registered by NIA on July 22
last year.

“Investigations have
revealed that accused
Marghoob Ahmad Danish was
the admin of WhatsApp Group
‘Ghazwa E Hind’ created by a
Pakistani national namely Zain,
and had added many persons
from India as well as other

countries, including Pakistan
and Yemen, with an intention
to radicalize them and to con-
stitute them into Sleeper cells
for carrying out terrorist activ-
ities,” the agency said in a
statement.

Accused Marghoob
Ahmad Danish had created the
said ‘Ghazwa E Hind’ group on
different social media plat-
forms like WhatsApp,
Telegram, and Bip Messenger.
He had also created another
WhatsApp group in the name
of ‘BDGhazwa E HindBD’ and
had added Bangladeshi nation-
als, it said.

The accused person has
been chargesheeted under var-

ious sections of the Indian
Penal Code including 121
(waging war against the gov-
ernment of India), 121A (con-
spiracy to overawe the Central
or any State government by
means of criminal force or the
show of criminal force) and 122
(collecting arms, etc., with
intention of waging war against
the Government of India) and
relevant provisions of the
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, 1967.

Danish alias Tahir Ahmed
is a resident of Muneer Colony,
near Qabristan  Phulwarisharif,
Patna, Bihar. Further investi-
gations in the case are in
progress. 

�������	
���������������
��������
����	���
���	����	��������

�����

������������������������������������
��������� � !������������"���

��	��������������
�:���:,;<�

Union Minister of Youth
Affairs and Sports Anurag

Thakur on Friday, launched the
themes of Y20 summit, logo
and website in the Curtain
raiser event of Y20 Summit
India today in New Delhi.
Secretary Department of Youth
Affairs Meeta R. Lochan, Dr
Vijay Chauthaiwale, Mentor,
Y20 Secretariat, India, Anmol
Sovit, Chair for the Youth 20
Engagement Group and senior
officers of the Ministry also
graced the event. India is host-
ing the Y20 summit for the first
time. Panel Discussion on

“How India can harness its
youth population to be a super-
power” was also held in the sec-
ond session of today’s event. 

During his address  Thakur
said, “The G20 Summit in
India will bring together, 43
Heads of Delegations - the
largest ever in G20 who will be
participating in the final
Summit in New Delhi in
September this year. The G20
consists of two parallel tracks:
the Finance Track and the
Sherpa Track. The Sherpa
Track oversees inputs from 13
Working Groups, 2 Initiatives
– Research Innovation
Initiative Gathering (RIIG) and
G20 Empower, and various

Engagement Groups. The
Engagement Groups of which
Youth 20 or Y20 is a part,
brings together civil societies,
parliamentarians, think tanks,
women, youth, labour, busi-
nesses and researchers of the
G20 countries.” 

Giving details, the Minister
said, “The Y20 Summit is a
unique opportunity to allow
the youth to provide construc-
tive policy inputs and to utilise
the platform to voice their
opinions for the world audi-
ence. The Youth 20 India
Summit brings together the
trustees of our future genera-
tions from across the G20
countries to deliberate, dis-

cuss and deduce innovative,
sustainable and actionable solu-
tions especially in the realm of
social development. At the Y20
Summit, India will not only
speak; but also provide an

audience to youth from across
the world, to be heard in the
world’s largest democracy
amongst those young leaders
geared up with the baton to the
future.”
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The government on Friday
said it has not yet issued a

mandatory quality certificate to
around 160 Chinese companies
for selling toys in India, and the
delay is due to the COVID-19
pandemic. 

From January 2021, India
has made it mandatory to get
the quality certification mark of
'ISI' from the Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS) for the sale of
toys in the country. 

"Around 160 Chinese toy
companies have applied for
the BIS quality certification in
the last two years. We have not

yet issued to them in view of
the COVID-19 pandemic," BIS
Director General Pramod
Kumar Tiwari told reporters. 

Normally, the BIS quality
certification is issued after an
inspection of the factories. Due
to the pandemic restrictions
and health concerns, the BIS
officials could not visit China,
he said. 

"Neither they invited us for
inspection nor we could visit
China because of the pandem-
ic," Tiwari said. 

In the last two years, Tiwari
said the BIS has granted the
quality certificate to 29 foreign
toy makers, out of which 14 are
from Vietnam. 

The BIS has also issued the
quality certificate to 982 Indian
toy makers in the same period,
he added. 

The BIS has been con-
ducting enforcement raids in
the last few days at major air-
ports and malls across the
country for violation of toy
quality control orders.
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Indicating the growing
importance of the National

Cadet Corps (NCC), its
Director General (DG) Lt
General Gurbirpal Singh on
Friday said that the participa-
tion of girl cadets in the NCC
has more than doubled in the
last one decade.

As NCC cadets from all
over the country gathered in
the national capital for the
annual Republic Day camp, the
DG gave an overview of the
activities undertaken by the
cadets across the country,
including in the Puneet Sagar
Abhiyan under which more

than 200 tonnes of plastic
waste has been collected from
different water bodies.

"The participation of girl
cadets in the NCC is increas-
ing every year," he said adding
the ratio of women in the
NCC was around 13 per cent in
2010, which has gone up to
around 35 per cent this year.

He said some states have a
higher ratio of women cadets
like Delhi, Kerala, and north
eastern states with some states
having almost 50 per cent girl
cadets.

Talking about the future
plans of the NCC, Singh said
training is being revamped
and use of simulators for train-
ing is being increased. At pre-

sent the NCC is using 98 firing
simulators, 71 rowing simula-
tors, and 62 flying simulators.

Republic Day camp in the
national capital this year is
being attended by 2,155 cadets
from across the country,
including 710 girls. It includes
114 cadets from Jammu and
Kashmir and 120 cadets from

the North-Eastern Region.
The camp will be formal-

ly inaugurated by Vice
President Jagdeep Dhankhar
on Saturday. The NCC is the
youth wing of the Indian
Armed Forces. It is open to
school and college students on
a voluntary basis as a tri-ser-
vices organisation.
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The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has signed memo-

randums of understanding
(MoUs) worth nearly $2 billion
(about Rs 16,400 crore) with
North American companies
in the logistics, defence and
aerospace sectors.

The agreements were inked
recently with the companies
incorporated in the US and
Canada, a senior government
official said.

US-based Mobility
Infrastructure Group will invest
Rs 8,200 crore in logistic pro-
jects, expected to generate 100
fresh employment opportuni-
ties. Canada-based QSTC will

also pump in Rs 8,200 crore in
defence and aerospace pro-
jects, creating 200 jobs.

The government is looking
to showcase the state’s military
hardware manufacturing
potential as well as the UP
Defence Industrial Corridor
at the UP Global Investors’
Summit (GIS) 2023 in
Lucknow during February 10-
12.

The event is likely to attract
defence manufacturers from
the US, Europe, Russia, the UK,
Sweden, France, Israel, and
Germany. These include: US
missile company Northrop
Grumman; UK missile launch
systems and ammunition
maker BAE Systems; German
rif le company Umarex;
Swedish firm SAAB, the maker
of Carl Gustaf M4 rifles;
Russia’s Almaz-Antey, a leading
military hardware exporter;
France’s Dassault Aviation,
which manufacturers Rafale
jets; and Israel Weapon
Industries (IWI), which deals
in unmanned aerial systems.

“During the recent visit of
the UP ministers and officials

to North America in the run-
up to the GIS next month,
MoUs of almost Rs 20,000
crore were signed across sectors
with logistics, defence, and
aerospace leading the chart,” he
said.

India eyes $5 billion
exports in defence manufac-
turing in near future. The two
defence industrial corridors in
UP and another in Tamil Nadu
are seen as the steps taken by
the Centre to achieve this goal.

The UP Defence Industrial
Corridor spans six nodes:
Lucknow, Kanpur, Jhansi,
Aligarh, Chitrakoot and Agra.
So far, the state has acquired
1,600 hectares of land for allot-
ment to companies.
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Commission for Women’s (DCW) has
recommended setting up a high-level
committee under the chairpersonship of
the union home minister, which should
include a few prominent persons to cre-
ate a coordinated strategy for tackling
crimes against women in the crime cap-
ital. It’s a lengthy process and its success
remains doubtful as we have witnessed
from the time of Nirbhaya case. But
prompt and early action why not like
Anjali’s friend Nidhi, the five youths (who
ignored Anjali and Nidhi’s screams), and
police officials of the area (has shown
such disregard for women's safety and
then on top of it trying to hide their
incompetence by cooking up things)
should be brought under the lens of strin-
gent legal action, for the horrific
Kanjhawala accident.
Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee | Faridabad
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Sir — With the Supreme Court recom-
mencing its work after the winter vacation,
all eyes in Tamil Nadu are on the verdict
of a five-member Constitution Bench of
the Court on a batch of petitions seeking

to strike down a 2017 Tamil Nadu law that
protects Jallikattu, a traditional event
involving bulls. As the conduct of the event
will coincide with the Pongal festival, the
Bench, which reserved its judgment on
December 8, is expected to give its ruling
next week. A massive agitation erupted on
the Marina beach in Chennai in January
2017, demanding that the Central and
State governments come up with a law that
would annul the Supreme Court’s ban on
Jallikattu which was imposed, through a
judgment in May 2014.

The Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(Tamil Nadu Amendment) Ordinance
2017 must be put in place to avoid ani-
mal cruelty at every level. The Assembly
subsequently adopted a Bill to replace the
Ordinance which resulted in the Court
being moved and the case being referred
to the Constitution Bench in February
2018. Better council should prevail to
avoid playing this dangerous sport, which
is a danger to human life.

CKR Nathan | Trichy
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Sir — After the November 26 incident on
a New York-Delhi Air India flight, yet
another episode of a drunk male passen-
ger allegedly urinating on a female pas-
senger's blanket on the Paris-Delhi sec-
tor has come to light but there was no
penal action after he gave a written apol-
ogy. This incident happened on
December 6 on Air India flight 142 and
the pilot of the aircraft reported the mat-
ter to the Air Traffic Control (ATC) at the
Indira Gandhi International (IGI) Airport
about it, following which the male pas-
senger was apprehended.

The male passenger was apprehend-
ed by the Central Industrial Security
Force (CISF) as soon as he de-boarded
the plane but was later allowed to leave
after the two passengers had a "mutual
compromise" and the accused tendered
a "written apology". The lady passenger,
who had initially made a written com-
plaint, refused to file a police case and
hence the passenger was allowed to go by
the airport security after he cleared
immigration and customs formalities.

Bhagwan Thadani | Mumbai
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Sir — What a shock! Delhi’s Anjali
Singh, who died after being dragged by
a car for 14 km in the early hours of this
New Year, was with a friend Nidhi, when
their scooter met with an accident. But
what pained me and I was unable to
understand why the accompanying Nidhi
who escaped with minor injuries did not
raise any alarm. Had she raised the alarm
in time the victim Anjali might have sur-
vived. One wonders if she has no fear of
going to a midnight party at 1.45 AM, but
felt fear to save her friend! Instead, Nidhi
spread lies and maligned Anjali’s 
character that she was drunk on New
Year’s Day, but the detailed post-mortem
of Anjali says that there was no alcohol
in her system. 

After this how one believes Nidhi’s
version that the men in the car knew
Anjali was stuck under their car. Like
many times earlier this time also Delhi
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SOUNDBITE

ment the income of tribal
Yak farmers, collaboration in
teaching and research, and
providing good healthcare
facilities to the Institute staff
at cost-effective rates.

According to Dr Mihir
Sarkar, Director, ICAR-NRCY,
“The Institute has been carry-
ing out cutting-edge research
in the fields of Yak production,
reproduction and health while
providing scientific knowl-
edge and technical support to
the Yak rearers (Brokpas).”
Besides conducting research,
the institute has a strong and
active dimension regarding
technology dissemination and
awareness. The important
research highlights include
checking the effectiveness of
synch protocol and timed
Artificial Insemination in Yaks,
designing the blueprint for
portable and detachable ani-
mal shelters for young ones
and milking yaks during
migration, identifying the
most suitable maize fodder
and grain variety to be grown
at 5500 ft. above mean sea
level. To disseminate knowl-
edge regarding scientific Yak
Husbandry, an informative
mobile app called “Yak- The
Ship of the High Altitude” was
launched, recently”,.

Situated amidst the pic-
turesque lush green hills,
ICAR-NRCY was established

in 1989 with a vision to work
towards the research and
development of Yak in India.
At present, it is spread over
11.32 acres at a height of 1500
meters above sea level. The Yak
experimental farm of the
Institute was also established in
1995 at Nyukmadung.

The present laboratory-
cum-office building was inau-
gurated in April.2009. ICAR-
NRC on Yak is ISO 9000: 2015
certified to work for the
“Conservation and
Improvements of Yaks”. The
mandate of the Institute
includes the identification,
conservation, characterization,
and evaluation of Yak
germplasm and the improve-
ment of Yak for draught and
milk. The main objectives to
realize the mandate of the
Institute are - the establish-
ment of the nucleus herd(s) of
Yak; develop and frame con-
servation strategy of Yak and
take up research on ex-situ and
in situ conservation of Yak
genetic resources in a collab-
orative mode; conduct
research on different aspects of
Yak improvement in terms of
production, productivity,
health and quality improve-
ment of products; research
scientific utility of Yak cross-
breds being traditionally car-
ried out by people of mid-alti-
tude areas to frame a strategy

on crossbreeding with cattle
and act as a one-stop station
for Yak related information
and technology access.

The research in the
Institute is directed at various
aspects of Yak husbandry and
is chiefly executed through
scientific sections viz. Animal
Genetics and Breeding,
Animal Nutrition, Animal
Physiology and Reproduction,
Animal Health, Livestock
Product Technology, and
Veterinary Extension
Education. Despite being sit-
uated in a remote location, the
Institute has an excellent
research infrastructure con-
sisting of an Experimental Yak
farm, Central laboratory,
Central Instrumentation
Facility, In vitro Fertilization
laboratory, Semen processing
laboratory, and dedicated lab-
oratories for Yak genetics,
nutrition, physiology, para-
sitology, biotechnology, and
medicine. Important support
sections of the Institute
include the Estate and
Maintenance section, AKMU
Cell, Library, Finance, and
Establishment.

(The writer is a senior jour-
nalist and Chairman, Panwar
Group of Institutions, Solan,
Himachal Pradesh. The views
expressed are personal. This is the
first part of three part series on
northeast; to be continued) 
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My recent visit to
Dirang in the
West Kameng
district of
A r u n a c h a l

Pradesh, known as “Arunachal’s
best-kept secret”, proved to be
exciting and purposeful. It took
me to the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research - National
Research Centre on Yak (ICAR-
NRCY). The Institute is one of a
kind. It derives a major source of
motivation and strength from its
prime research animal- Yak. It is
the most resilient creature on
earth as it can survive in extreme
cold (up to -40 degree centigrade)
and hypoxic conditions of high-
altitude terrain. Yak sustains the
highlander communities across
the Trans-Himalayan region by
providing them with much-need-
ed milk, meat, wool, hide, and
dung and transportation ser-
vices. The population of Yak in
the country stands at 58,000 as
per the latest census (2019). The
majority of them are found in
three major Yak-rearing states-
Arunachal Pradesh, Ladak, and
Sikkim. The Institute prepares its
strategy by taking cues from the
existing ground realities in the
Yak belt of India.

The main concerns are the
drastic fall in the yak population
of Ladakh and the dreadful inci-
dent of unprecedented snowfall
and the severe feed scarcity
resulting in the deaths of hun-
dreds of Yaks in Sikkim in 2019.
Considering the uncertain situ-
ation of Yak owners, the Institute
convinced the National Insurance
Company Limited (NICL) to
provide Yak insurance to sustain
the tribal pastoralists in the event
of natural disasters and mishaps.
To promote Yak entrepreneur-
ship and attract the younger
generation to this occupation, the
Institute roped in NABARD to
provide credit support for Yak
farming from leading banks.
This unique bond of mutualism
forged between Yak and Yak
pastoralists serves critical intan-
gible roles like biodiversity con-
servation, environmental sus-
tainability, and preservation of
cultural heritage. Recently, the
Institute has signed five MOUs in
the areas of value addition of Yak
wool, poultry farming to supple-
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In this jolly season one
could easily recall a staple
American Christmas

comedy trilogy where the
protagonist is subject to a
legal technicality known as
“The Santa Clause” (which is
also the film’s title) and has to
accept all of Santa’s duties and
responsibilities therein. By
the time the third sequel was
made, the producers had
appended the title “the Escape
clause”, which begets the
question: should agreements
have a shelf life?

More recently, one can
recall the furor created by the
sunset clause in the recent
US-Mexico-Canada Free
Trade Agreement or USMCA
(successor to the expired
NAFTA). The sunset clause
provision states that the
agreement shall terminate 16

years after it enters into force
unless certain conditions are
met. The condition starts
with a “joint review” of the
agreement after six years. At
this review, if the three gov-
ernments express their desire
to continue the agreement,
the term gets further extend-
ed for 16 years from the time
of this review.

After another six years
have elapsed from the time of
the first review, there will be
another review and the
process will keep getting
repeated with extensions for
next 16 years at each review.

Critics argue that while
there is nothing wrong with
updating agreements to keep
up with changes in the econ-
omy and to fix flaws that have
been discovered, but such a
provision of a sunset clause

takes “review” of the agree-
ment to a whole new level.

Let us take a step back
here and see what has 
historically been the shelf
life of trade agreements. We
know that it was not until the
19th century that the idea of
free trade was seeded. The
World’s first free trade agree-
ment, the Cobden-Chevalier
Treaty, was put in place in
1860 between Britain and
France, which set off a 
number of similar treaties in
Europe. This “golden age of
free trade” in Europe, 
however, lasted only until
the 1880s, whereafter, the
rise of protectionism in
Germany, the United States
and elsewhere made the
treaties irrelevant.

In fact, the evolution and
demise of trade agreements

find roots in the series of flip-
flops between liberalisation
and protectionism in the
trade policies of the devel-
oped world. However, post
second world war, with the
formation of GATT, the larg-
er objective within the demo-
cratic west became to pursue
a more ambitious and perma-
nent lowering of duties across
board and to diminish a
country’s ability to pull back
given concessions.

Even so, today the idea of
“winners and losers” in trade
liberalization following an
FTA, is increasingly influenc-
ing domestic politics even in
the west. Many criticize what
they allege to be a “democra-
tic deficit of trade agree-
ments” – limited as they are
in their ability to be amend-
ed in accordance with the

long-term changes in the
ecosystem.

Adding to the woes of the
developing world is the fact
that the developed countries,
who have a penchant for
compelling their trade part-
ners to maximise the tariff
concessions, then use non-
tariff means to undermine
those concessions. This often
acts as a disincentive for
developing countries to pur-
sue ambitious FTAs.

Though Article 62 of the
Vienna Convention on the
Law of Treaties provides for
a unilateral right to terminate
or suspend a treaty in case of
a fundamental change of cir-
cumstances, it sets a rather
high bar to clear for termina-
tion of FTAs.

The question arises as to
how do we recalibrate signed

FTAs and successfully initiate
measures to rebalance the
commitments that have been
made to trade partners.

A sunset clause which
has an ‘Opt-in’ option for its
continuation spurs the 
partners to take affirmative
action to recalibrate and is
perhaps more effective than
a sunset clause with an 
‘Opt-out’ option where the
default option is to continue
with the FTA.

The argument being that
the entrenchment effect of
not having this ‘Opt-in’ 
provision diminishes the
incentive to go for a 
mid-course correction, espe-
cially if one party is reluctant
to come to the negotiating
table - fearing that they may
have to let go of an undue
advantage. Why would the

gainer come to the negotiat-
ing table to cede an advantage
– unless compelled to. A case
in point being the India-
Japan CEPA which is long
overdue its mid-term review.

Though a conventional
liberalist narrative voices deep
concerns on using sunset
clauses to regulate temporary
and transitory issues, yet in
the long run the sunset clause
constitutes a critical and
underappreciated lever to
bring a partner to the nego-
tiating table for rebalancing
through mid-course correc-
tions, especially if the contin-
uation in-force hinges on it.

On a lighter note, a 
periodic reaffirmation of
commitments and rebalanc-
ing is always a good idea for
any relationship—trade or
otherwise.
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(The author is a senior retired
official from the Department

of Commerce)
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Over the years, an increasing
share of the income generat-
ed globally has gone towards
boosting the profits. The
proportion of corporate prof-

it in global GDP (gross domestic product)
went up from 14.5 per cent during 1975
to 16.2 per cent in 2000 and further to 20
per cent during 2019. The growth in prof-
it, in turn, was driven largely by multina-
tional companies (MNCs) – companies
which operate in several jurisdictions.
Their share in corporate profit increased
from four per cent during 1975 to 18 per
cent during 2019.

Even more disconcerting is the fact
that such companies didn’t pay taxes in
countries from where they earned prof-
its (call them ‘source countries’).
According to the Organization for
Economic Co-operation and
Development or OECD, corporate tax
avoidance costs countries anywhere from
$100 billion to $240 billion annually,
equivalent to 4-10 per cent of global cor-
porate income tax revenues.

Developing countries are dispropor-
tionately affected because they tend to rely
more heavily on corporate income taxes
than advanced economies. India is losing
about $10 billion annually.

MNCs don’t pay tax in source coun-
tries by taking recourse to a disingenuous
practice of registering their subsidiaries in
low-tax countries such as Singapore,
Mauritius, and Ireland, and showing
their revenue and profits there regardless
of where their sales are made. Over time,
this practice has proliferated as is evident
from the fact that the share of multina-
tional profits booked in tax havens
increased from less than two per cent in
the 70s to over 37 per cent in 2019.

To better understand the dynamics,
consider an MNC, say Amazon, whose
home country is the US; it has all its cus-
tomers located in India who buy goods
and services on former’s on-line platform
and it has a 100 per cent investment
arm/subsidiary registered in a low-tax
jurisdiction, say, Ireland.

If Amazon were to have a subsidiary
registered in India and record the revenue
from sales to Indian customers in this very
subsidiary (this indeed is the right way to
go), it would have paid tax on such income
to the Government of India. But it does
not follow this route. Instead, it asks its
subsidiary in Ireland to raise invoices on
Indian customers even as the Indian 
entity is crafted more like a service 
company or commission agent to the 
parent firm.

Since the revenue is recorded in the
books of the Irish subsidiary, the right to
collect tax is vested with the Government
of Ireland. Being a tax haven, Amazon
either pays very little or no tax in that
jurisdiction. Not having to pay any tax in
India either (as no income is shown here),
it gets away with not paying tax anywhere.
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(The author is a policy
analyst)

To address the problem,
October 8, 2021, 136 countries and
jurisdictions representing more
than 90 per cent of global GDP,
including India, agreed to a deal
called the OECD action plan. It
requires: (i) 25 per cent share in
profits in excess of 10 per cent to
be reallocated to market jurisdic-
tions where the companies’ users
are located; this applies to firms
with an annual global turnover
exceeding 20 billion euros, which
can be potentially reduced to 10
billion euros, and profit before tax
greater than 10 per cent of the rev-
enue and is expected to cover
about 100 of the most profitable
MNCs and (ii) MNCs to pay taxes
at a minimum 15 per cent (referred
to as global minimum corporate
tax or GMCT) where ever they
operate; this applies to companies
with annual global revenues of
over 750 million euros.

The plan also says “no newly
enacted digital services taxes
(DSTs) or other relevant similar
measures will be imposed on any
company from October 8, 2021,
and until the earlier of December
31, 2023, or the coming into 
force of the MLC (multilateral 
convention).”

The deal is heavily tilted in
favour of the developed countries
and brings little gain for India.
Picking up from the above exam-
ple, the plan requires Ireland to
impose a minimum tax of 15 per
cent in which case Amazon will
have no incentive to continue
with its subsidiary in that country.
In case, Ireland keeps the tax rate

at a lower level say 10 per cent or
even ‘nil’ then the US would
impose a top-up tax of 5/15 per
cent that would bring the effective
rate to 15 per cent.

This is in sync with a law
enacted by the Trump administra-
tion (2017) to impose” Global
Intangible Low-Taxed Income
(GILTI). GILTI is applied on the
offshore income of US-based
MNCs having subsidiaries in 
low-tax countries at 10.5 per cent.
The incumbent President Joe
Biden wanted GMCT - the new
face of GILTI - to be set at 21 per
cent but was eventually lowered to
15 per cent.

The big question is: Can the
US – the home country of Amazon
– collect tax on the profits of its
subsidiary in Ireland despite the
fact that the latter's income is
derived mostly from Indian cus-
tomers and that the GOI has a
right to collect tax on it? This
brings us to the second pillar.

The plan allocates to the
‘source’ country (read: India) tax-
ing rights only to the extent of 25
per cent of the profit. How does
India from where the
MNC/Amazon gets all its revenue
and profit be treated as residual,
getting the right to tax only 25 per
cent? On the other hand, how can
the US, which has no contribution
to revenue, get away with 
collecting tax on 75 per cent of the
profit?

The initial game plan of the US
and other developed countries
which are home to MNCs operat-
ing from tax havens was to garner

all of the tax on profits booked in
those jurisdictions. Now, they
have made developing countries
sign on a deal which enables them
to collect tax on 75 per cent of
these profits. This is patently
unfair and violates the spirit of the
OECD as reflected in its draft
paper on “Taxing digital compa-
nies” released on October 9, 2019
stating: “Profits of MNCs should
be available for taxation in the
country where their customers are,
irrespective of any physical pres-
ence in that market.”

As for GMCT, far from any
help in addressing the problem of
profit shifting and resultant loss of
tax revenue, the requirement to
impose a minimum tax will take
away from India the policy space
to lower the tax and attract foreign
investment.

To conclude, ideally the source
country (read: India) from where
an offshore firm is deriving its
income, should have the sole right
to collect tax on it. Yet, if at all
‘non-source’ countries are to be
given something, they should get
to tax on residual basis say 20-25
per cent. India should also pester
OECD to drop the GMCT idea;
countries should have the freedom
to decide the tax rate.

India should also not agree to
withdraw the ‘equalization levy’ (a
DST introduced in 2016/2020 in
lieu of tax on profits) which under
the OECD action plan is required
to be done before the new tax rules
take effect. The levy should be
withdrawn on the date the new
regime comes into force.
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The impact of Russian
President Vladimir Putin's

order for his forces in Ukraine
to observe a unilateral, 36-hour
cease-fire was in doubt Friday
after Kyiv officials dismissed
the move as a ploy but didn't
clarify whether Ukrainian
troops would follow suit.

Moscow also didn't say
whether it would hit back if
Ukraine kept fighting.

The Russian-declared truce
in the nearly 11-month war
began at noon Friday and was
to continue through midnight
Saturday Moscow time (0900
GMT Friday to 2100 GMT
Saturday; 4 a.M. EST Friday to
4 p.M. EST Saturday). 

There were no immediate
reports of it being broken.

Putin's announcement
Thursday that the Kremlin's
troops would stop fighting
along the 1,100-kilometer (684-
mile) front line or elsewhere
was unexpected. 

It came after the Russian
Orthodox Church head,
Patriarch Kirill, proposed a
cease-fire for this weekend's
Orthodox Christmas holiday. 

The Orthodox Church,
which uses the Julian calendar,
celebrates Christmas on Jan. 7.

But Ukrainian and
Western officials suspected an
ulterior motive in Putin's
apparent goodwill gesture.

Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy ques-
tioned the Kremlin's inten-
tions, accusing the Kremlin of
planning the fighting pause “to
continue the war with renewed
vigor.”

“Now they want to use
Christmas as a cover to stop the
advance of our guys in the
(eastern) Donbas (region) for
a while and bring equipment,
ammunition and mobilized
people closer to our positions,”
Zelenskyy said late Thursday.

He did not, however, state
outright that Kyiv would ignore
Putin's request.

U.S. President Joe Biden
echoed Zelenskyy's wariness,
saying it was “interesting” that
Putin was ready to bomb hos-
pitals, nurseries and churches
on Christmas and New Year's.

“I think (Putin) is trying to
find some oxygen,” Biden said,
without elaborating.

State Department

spokesman Ned Price said
Washington had “little faith in
the intentions behind this
announcement,” adding that
Kremlin officials ”have given us
no reason to take anything that
they offer at face value.”

The truce order seems to
be a ploy “to rest, refit, regroup,
and ultimately re-attack,” he
said. The Institute for the Study
of War agreed that the truce
could be a ruse allowing Russia
to regroup.

“Such a pause would dis-
proportionately benefit Russian
troops and begin to deprive
Ukraine of the initiative,” the
think tank said late Thursday. 

"Putin cannot reasonably
expect Ukraine to meet the

terms of this suddenly declared
cease-fire and may have called
for the cease-fire to frame
Ukraine as unaccommodating
and unwilling to take the nec-
essary steps toward negotia-
tions.”

Washington says it is pre-
pared to keep backing
Ukraine's war effort. 

On Friday, the U.S. Was
due to announce nearly $3
billion in military aid for
Ukraine — a massive new
package that was expected for
the first time include several
dozen Bradley fighting vehicles.

The ill-feeling between the
warring sides showed no signs
of abating, despite the backdrop
of Christmas.
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Russian President Vladimir
Putin on Thursday

ordered his armed forces to
observe a unilateral 36-hour
cease-fire in Ukraine this
weekend for the Orthodox
Christmas holiday, the first
such sweeping truce move in
the nearly 11-month-old war.
Kyiv indicated it won't follow
suit.

Putin did not appear to
make his cease-fire order con-
ditional on Ukraine's accep-
tance, and it wasn't clear
whether hostilities would
actually halt on the 1,100-kilo-
meter (684-mile) front line or
elsewhere. Ukrainian officials
have previously dismissed
such Russian moves as playing
for time to regroup their inva-
sion forces and prepare addi-
tional attacks. 

At various points during
the war that began Feb. 24,
Russian authorities have
ordered limited, local truces to

allow civilian evacuations or
other humanitarian purposes.
Thursday's order was the first
time Putin has directed his
troops to observe a cease-fire
throughout Ukraine.

“Based on the fact that a
large number of citizens pro-
fessing Orthodoxy live in the
combat areas, we call on the
Ukrainian side to declare a
cease-fire and give them the
opportunity to attend ser-
vices on Christmas Eve, as
well as on the Day of the
Nativity of Christ,” according
to Putin's order to Defense
Minister Sergei Shoigu, pub-
lished on the Kremlin's web-
site.

Putin's order didn't spec-
ify whether it would apply to
both offensive and defensive
operations. It wasn't clear, for
example, whether Russia
would strike back if Ukraine
kept fighting. 

Ukrainian officials dis-
missed Putin's move.

Presidential  adviser

Mykhailo Podolyak tweeted
that Russian forces “must
leave the occupied territories
-- only then will it have a tem-
porary truce.' Keep hypocrisy
to yourself.”

Ukraine's  National
Security Council chief Oleksiy
Danilov told Ukrainian TV:
“We will not negotiate any
truces with them.”

He also tweeted: “What
does a bunch of little Kremlin
devils have to do with the
Christian holiday of
Christmas? Who will believe
an abomination that kills chil-
dren, fires at maternity homes
and tortures prisoners? A
cease-fire? Lies and hypocrisy.
We will bite you in the singing
silence of the Ukrainian
night.” U.S. President Joe
Biden said it was “interesting”
that Putin was ready to bomb
hospitals,  nurseries and
churches on Christmas and
New Year's. “I think he's try-
ing to find some oxygen,” he
said, without elaborating.

State Department
spokesman Ned Price said
Washington had “little faith in

the intentions behind this
announcement,” adding that
Kremlin officials ”have given
us no reason to take anything
that they offer at face value.”

“It does not appear to be
a strategic change in in
Russia's plan or its approach,"
he said. "It appears to be a bid
to continue to do what it has
inflicted upon the Ukrainian
people for nearly a year now
as it seeks to rest, refit,
regroup, and ultimately reat-
tack.”

U.N. Spokesman Stephane
Dujarric welcomed the move
but said it "will not replace a
just peace in line with the U.N.
Charter and International
law.” Putin acted after the
head of the Russian Orthodox
Church, Patriarch Kirill, pro-
posed a truce from noon
Friday through midnight
Saturday Moscow time (0900
GMT Friday to 2100 GMT
Saturday; 4 a.M. EST Friday to
3 p.M. EST Saturday). The
Orthodox Church, which uses
the Julian calendar, celebrates
Christmas on Jan. 7 — later
than the Gregorian calendar

— although some Ukrainian
Christians also mark the hol-
iday on that date.

Kirill has previously called
the war part of Russia's
“metaphysical struggle” to
prevent a Western liberal ide-
ological encroachment.

President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy had proposed a
Russian troop withdrawal ear-
lier, before Dec. 25, but
Moscow rejected it.

Political analyst Tatyana
Stanovaya said Putin's cease-
fire order is intended to make
him look reasonable. It “fits
well into Putin's logic, in
which Russia is acting on the
right side of history and fight-
ing for justice,” she said.

“We must not forget that
in this war, Putin feels like a
good guy,' doing good not
only for himself and the
brotherly nations,' but also for
the world he's freeing from the
hegemony' of the United
States,” Stanovaya, founder of
the independent R.Politik
think tank,  wrote on
Telegram.

She also linked Putin's

move to Ukrainian forces'
recent strike on Makiivka that
killed at least 89 Russian ser-
vicemen. “He really doesn't
want to get something like
that for Christmas,” she said.

Ukrainians reacted with
suspicion to Putin's
announcement.

“Frankly speaking, the 8th
of March (Women's Day),
(Ukraine's) independence day,
Christmas (Dec. 25) and the
New Year, there were no
cease-fires. Why should there
be one now?” said Sophiia
Romanovska, a 21-year-old
student who fled Mariupol for
Kyiv, peppering her comments
with expletives. Putin issued

the truce order after Turkish
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan urged him in a phone
call to implement a “unilater-
al cease-fire,” according to
the Turkish president's office.
The Kremlin said Putin “reaf-
firmed Russia's openness to a
serious dialogue” with
Ukrainian authorities.

Erdogan also told
Zelenskyy later by phone that
Turkey was ready to mediate
a “lasting peace.” Erdogan has
made such offers frequently,
helped broker a deal allowing
Ukraine to export millions of
tons of grain, and has facili-
tated prisoner swaps.

Russia's professed readi-

ness for peace talks came with
the usual preconditions: that
“Kyiv authorities fulfill the
well-known and repeatedly
stated demands and recognize
new territorial realities,” the
Kremlin said, referring to
Moscow's insistence that
Ukraine recognize Crimea and
other illegally seized Ukrainian
territory as part of Russia.

Previous attempts at talks
have failed over Moscow's
territorial demands because
Ukraine insists Russia with-
draw from occupied areas.

Coupled with talk of
diplomacy were new pledges
Thursday of military support
for Ukraine.
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Germany will supply
Ukraine with armoured

personnel carriers and a Patriot
missile battery, the govern-
ment said Thursday.

The announcement came
in a joint German-US state-
ment after Chancellor Olaf
Scholz spoke with US
President Joe Biden.

Germany's decision to sup-
ply Marder armoured person-
nel carriers comes after France
said it will soon hold talks with
Ukraine to arrange for the
delivery of armored combat
vehicles. France's presidency
said that will be the first time

this type of Western-made
wheeled tank destroyer will be
given to the Ukrainian mili-
tary.

The German government
didn't specify how many
Marder APCs will be supplied
or when. It said that Germany
will train Ukrainian forces on
them.

The statement noted that
the U.S. Last month
announced that it would give
a Patriot air defense missile
battery to Ukraine and said
that “Germany will join the
United States in supplying an
additional Patriot air defense
battery to Ukraine.” It didn't
specify a timeframe.
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The US will send Ukraine
nearly USD 3 billion in mil-

itary aid, in a massive new
package that will for the first
time include several dozen
Bradley fighting vehicles, US
officials said on Thursday, in
the Biden administration's lat-
est step to send increasingly
lethal and powerful weapons to
help Ukraine beat back Russian
forces.

The aid — totalling about
USD 2.85 billion — is the
largest in a series of packages
of military equipment that the
Pentagon has pulled from its
stockpiles to send to Ukraine.

It is aimed at getting as
much to the Ukrainian forces
as possible during the winter
months, before spring sets in
and an expected increase in
fighting begins.

An announcement is
expected Friday, said the offi-
cials, who spoke on condition
of anonymity because details of
the package have not been
publicly announced.

The Bradley fighting vehi-
cles is a medium-armoured

combat vehicles that can serve
as a fortified troop carrier on
the battlefield. It has tracks
rather than wheels, but is
lighter and more agile than a
tank. It can carry about 10 per-
sonnel, and is seen as a critical
way to move troops safely into
battle.

Also included in the aid
package will be HUMVEES,
Mine Resistant Ambush
Protected vehicles, or MRAPs,
and a large amount of missiles
and other ammunition.

The aid comes on the heels
of Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy's dra-
matic visit to Washington last
month, when he slipped secret-
ly out of his war-torn nation for
the first time to thank America
and predict that 2023 would be
a “turning point” in the con-
flict.
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The war in Ukraine is at a
critical point right now,

US President Joe Biden said
Thursday as the US and
Germany announced addi-
tional support for Ukraine.

"Right now, the war in
Ukraine is at a critical point.
We have to do everything we
can to help the Ukrainians
resist Russian aggression. And
Russia is not attempting to slow
up. The actions they're taking
are as barbaric as they were a
year ago, and they're not letting
up at all," Biden told reporters
during a Cabinet meeting.

Earlier this afternoon,
Biden said, he had a long dis-
cussion with German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz about
Ukraine and their alliances in
Europe and the EU.

"We have a much larger

contingent of countries that
share our view, including Japan
and others. But we talked about
what we're going to do,” he said.

"Today we jointly
announced a statement saying
that we're going to increase
support for Ukraine. We're
going to provide the Bradley
Infantry Fighting Vehicles to
the Ukrainians, and the
Germans are going to provide
the Marder Infantry Fighting
Vehicles that they have to the
Ukrainians,” Biden said.

"In addition, we're going to
help defend Ukraine against
Russian air attacks. Germany
has also announced today that
it's going to provide the
Ukrainians to deal with air
attacks, a Patriot air defense
system. We're going to provide
an additional Patriot air defense
battery. They work, and the
Russians are beginning to real-

ize that. They function well,
and they're helping a lot,” he
said.

Earlier during a call, Biden
and Scholz exchanged views on
the ongoing war of aggression
waged by Russia against
Ukraine and reiterated their
support for Ukraine's sover-
eignty and independence.
“They reaffirmed their unwa-
vering solidarity with Ukraine
and the Ukrainian people in
the face of Russia's aggres-
sion,” the White House said in
a readout of the call.

Biden and Scholz
expressed their common deter-
mination to continue to pro-
vide the necessary financial,
humanitarian, military and
diplomatic support to Ukraine
for as long as needed.

"In light of Russia's ongo-
ing missile and drone attacks
against Ukraine's critical infra-

structure, President Biden and
Chancellor Scholz affirmed
their intention to further sup-
port Ukraine's urgent require-
ment for air defense capabili-
ties. In late December, the
United States announced its
donation of a Patriot air
defense missile battery to
Ukraine. Germany will join the
United States in supplying an
additional Patriot air defense

battery to Ukraine,” said the
White House.

During the call, Biden and
Scholz expressed appreciation
for the military support pro-
vided by other allies and part-
ners to Ukraine, endorsed the
ongoing coordination efforts of
the Ukraine Defense Contact
Group, and welcomed addi-
tional donations of air defense
systems and combat vehicles. 
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Such are the fractures in the
country, between the polit-

ical parties and inside the
Republican Party itself, that one
time-honoured specialty of
Washington — memorialising
and coming together over
national trauma — isn't what it
used to be.

Friday's moment of silence
at the Capitol to contemplate
the Jan. 6, 2021, assault on it
was expected to draw mostly
Democrats.

At the White House, few
Republicans were expected for
a ceremony at which President
Joe Biden will award
Presidential Citizens Medals to
a dozen state and local officials,
election workers and police
officers for their “exemplary
deeds of service for their coun-
try or their fellow citizens” in

upholding the results of the
2020 election and fighting back
the Capitol mob.

It's all a far cry from Sept.
11, 2001, when lawmakers who
had frantically evacuated the
Capitol during the terrorist
attack gathered there later in
the day in a moment of silence
and broke out in “God Bless
America,” Republicans and
Democrats shoulder to shoul-
der.

“They stood shaken and
tearful on the steps of the
Capitol, their love of nation and
all that it symbolises plain for
the world to see," an Australian
newspaper reported in a pas-
sage reflected now in the
House's official history.

Today, the world sees a dif-
ferent picture, one of turmoil in
American democracy coming
from within the institution
that insurrectionists overran

two years ago.
The nation's legislative

branch is again paralysed —
not by violence this time but by
a tortuous struggle among
Republicans over who should
lead them, and the House itself,
as speaker. 

To be sure, a resolution to
the immediate crisis may be
near as the GOP leadership
continues negotiations to
appease its hard-right flank, but
questions loom about the
chamber's ability to manage
even the most essential legis-
lation, such as funding the
government and meeting the
nation's debt obligations.

Biden, in his afternoon
remarks, will tell stories of
heroism, whether in the face of
a violent Capitol mob or a
vehement horde of Donald
Trump-inspired agitators who
threatened election workers or

otherwise sought to overturn
the results. He will appeal for
unity.

But the Democratic presi-
dent can't ignore the warning
signs that it could happen
again.

In the midterms, candi-
dates who denied the outcome
of 2020's free and fair election
were defeated for many pivotal

statewide positions overseeing
elections in battleground states,
as were a number of election
deniers seeking seats in
Congress.

Yet many of the lawmakers
who brought baseless claims of
election fraud or excused the
violence on Jan. 6 continue to
serve and are newly empow-
ered.
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At least six women died and
18 other passengers were

injured after a bus they were
travelling in veered off a cliff in
Western Nepal's Palpa district,
police said.

The accident took place on
the Saljhandi-Dhorpatan road
section on Thursday.

The bus en route to
Khursane from Saljhandi in
Rupandehi district fell some 60
metres down the road at
Madhubanregion, The
Kathmandu Post newspaper
reported.

All six passengers who
died on the spot were women,
the report said, quoting police
officials.Rem Bahadur Rana,
the chairman of ward 8 of the

rural municipality, informed
that a team of police and locals
rescued the injured, it said.

The injured are being treat-
ed at the Lumbini Provincial
Hospital in Butwal.

The rescue team faced dif-
ficulties while recovering the
bodies and helping the injured,

three of whom were crushed
under the bus, due to poor
weather conditions.

Nepal's Prime Minister
Pushpa Kamal Dahal condoled
the death of the women and
wished a speedy recovery to
those who sustained injuries in
the accident.

*���(���"���������5!#
�����������������

��������#����
�	��
�	��	�0�����#���
�����0�����5�

�	��
�����#����,��
����+*�	�����������)�����<����
��	
�='����
>���	�� ?�(�(���@



��������	�
������
��� �������
� ������� �������6


��� J:!A/6,: 

In some of its first acts since
coming to power, Israel's new

Security Cabinet approved a
series of punitive steps against
the Palestinian leadership, Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's
office said Friday.

According to a statement
from Netanyahu's office, the
move is in retaliation for
Palestinians pushing the U.N.'s
highest judicial body to give its
opinion on the Israeli occupa-
tion. The development under-
scores the hard-line approach to
the Palestinians that Israel's new
ultranationalist government has
promised at a time of rising vio-
lence in the occupied territories. 

It comes a week after the
United Nations General
Assembly voted to approve a res-
olution requesting that the

International Court of Justice
intervene and render an opinion
on the legality of Israeli policies
in the occupied West Bank and
east Jerusalem. 

Israel's Security Cabinet
described the Palestinian
Authority's request to the U.N.
As a “decision to wage political
and legal war against the State of
Israel.” "The current govern-
ment will not sit idly by in the
face of this war and will respond
as necessary," it said.

In response, the Security
Cabinet, packed with
Netanyahu's far-right and reli-
giously conservative allies, decid-
ed Israel would withhold $39
million from the Palestinian
Authority and transfer the funds
instead to a compensation pro-
gram for the families of Israeli
victims of Palestinian militant
attacks. 
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Former President Gotabaya
Rajapaksa, who was ousted

from power last year over his
government's mishandling of
the cash-strapped country's
economy, has returned here
from Dubai, his first foreign trip
since returning to Sri Lanka four
months ago.

Rajapaksa and wife Ioma
arrived at Bandaranaike
International Airport here from
Dubai on Thursday, the Daily
Mirror Lanka newspaper
reported, quoting the airport
duty manager and spokesperson
of the airport immigration
department.

They arrived on an

Emirates flight from Dubai, the
report said.

During his visit to Dubai,
Rajapaksa visited the exotic
animal farm called "Fame Park,"
according to news portal news-
first.Lk.

Rajapaksa, 73, fled Sri
Lanka to the Maldives on a Sri
Lankan Airforce plane in July,

as the country plunged into its
worst economic and humani-
tarian crisis since its indepen-
dence from Great Britain in
1948. 

He then proceeded to
Singapore, from where he sub-
mitted his resignation on July 14
last year. 

Weeks later, he flew to
Thailand, seeking temporary
shelter. 

Thailand said Rajapaksa
can stay in the country for 90
days because he is still a diplo-
matic passport holder. 

However, he was not
allowed to engage in political
activities in Thailand. He was
confined to a hotel and sur-
rounded by security personnel. 

����� �5,5 .5

Apopular Sri Lankan You-
Tuber, who made deroga-

tory remarks on the Sacred
Tooth relic of the Buddha, was
sent to police custody for four
days by a court here on Friday,
a day after he was arrested in
Colombo. The Temple of the
Sacred Tooth Relic is a Buddhist
temple in Kandy. It is located in
the royal palace complex of the
former Kingdom of Kandy,
which houses the relic of the
tooth of the Buddha.

The Colombo Additional
Magistrate issued the remand
order for activist and YouTuber
Sepal Amarasinghe after the
Sri Lankan police produced
him before the court.
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Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-
wen visited a military base

on Friday to observe drills while
rival China protested the passage
of a US Navy destroyer through
the Taiwan Strait, as tensions
between the sides showed no
sign of abating in the new year. 

Beijing claims self-govern-
ing Taiwan as Chinese territory
to be brought under its control
by force if necessary, and regu-
larly protests the passage of US
and other foreign warships
through the Taiwan Strait, one
of the world's busiest waterways. 

Tsai's visit to the base in the
central county of Chiayi comes
as Taiwan is seeking to boost its
defences against the rising threat
from China. 

That includes expanding
the domestic shipbuilding and
arms industry, buying more
defensive weaponry from the US
and extending the national ser-
vice requirement for all men
from four months to a full year
beginning in 2024. 

Along with observing the
display by an army mechanized
infantry battalion, Tsai visited
the air force's Fourth Tactical
Fighter Wing, whose pilots are
largely responsible for inter-
cepting Chinese military aircraft
approaching the the midline of
the Taiwan Strait. 

“I would like to reiterate that

the continuous activities of the
People's Liberation Army
(around Taiwan) are not helpful
to cross-strait relations nor to the
peace and stability of the region,"
Tsai said. 

“As we are facing the expan-
sion of authoritarianism, we
can only but strengthen the
country's combat capabilities
and toughness to secure our
national security and interests,”
said Tsai.

Meanwhile, China accused
the US of “publicly hyping” the
passage on Thursday of the
Arleigh Burke-class guided-mis-
sile destroyer USS Chung-Hoon
through the strait, adding that its
forces monitored the ship the
entire time. 

“The Eastern Theater Com-
mand of the Chinese People's
Liberation Army organised
troops to monitor the US ship's
entire passage and was fully cog-
nizant of all its actions," the com-
mand's spokesperson Col. Shi Yi
said in a brief statement posted
to social media. 

The US says the strait is
international waters beyond the
territorial sea of any coastal
state. 

“Chung-Hoon's transit
through the Taiwan Strait
demonstrates the United States'
commitment to a free and open
Indo-Pacific. The United States
military flies, sails and operates
anywhere international law
allows," the Japan-based 7th

Fleet said in a statement. 
China's attempts to intim-

idate Taiwan militarily have
risen to new heights in recent
months, raising concerns in
Washington that Beijing is
growing closer to using force.
That has included firing missiles
into the sea and sending planes
and ships across the dividing
line in the Taiwan Strait in
August in response to a visit to
the island by US House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi. 

Last month, it sent a record-
breaking 71 planes and seven
ships toward Taiwan in a 24-
hour display of force after
expressing anger at Taiwan-
related provisions in a US annu-
al defence spending bill.
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Japan and the United States will
hold security talks between

their foreign and Defence min-
isters in Washington the day
before Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida lands in the US
capital next week wrapping up
his tour of Group of Seven
nations as Tokyo expands its
military and deepens its alliance
with America amid China's
growing influence.

Kishida will embark on a
five-nation trip Monday to
France, Italy, Britain and Canada
ahead of his January 13 summit
with US President Joe Biden. 

While the two leaders last
met during a Group of 20 meet-
ing in Bali, Indonesia, Kishida's
Washington visit will be his
first as prime minister.

Defence Minister Yasukazu
Hamada and Foreign Minister
Yoshimasa Hayashi will fly to
Washington to join their Ameri-
can counterparts Lloyd Austin
and Antony Blinken for their
“2+2” security talks on Wednes-
day, just before their leaders'
summit at the White House,
Japanese officials said on Friday.

The “2+2” talks are expect-
ed to focus on their new nation-
al security strategies, released by
Japan in mid-December and the
United States in October, and
how the two allies plan to tack-
le security concerns including
China, North Korea and Russia.

“We will discuss strength-
ening of deterrence and

response capability of the Japan-
US alliance as we take into con-
sideration our new strategy doc-
uments,” Hamada told reporters.

Hamada said on Friday he
and Austin will separately hold
bilateral defence talks on
Thursday to discuss details of
how their militaries can expand
and deepen their operations. 

Asked if they will discuss a
revision to their current Defence
guideline based on Japan's more
defensive role, Hamada said
nothing has been decided.

Japan in December adopt-
ed a set of three security and
defence strategy documents that
break from its exclusively self-
Defence-only stance. 

Under the new strategies,
Japan vows to build up its coun-
terstrike capability with long-
range cruise missiles including
US-made Tomahawks that can
reach potential targets in China,

double its Defence budget with-
in five years and bolster devel-
opment of advanced weapons.

US officials have welcomed
Japan's willingness to take on a
more offensive role, while
experts say it could also help
widen cooperation with
Australia, their main regional
defence partner.

Kishida on Wednesday said
his talks with Biden will under-
score the strength of the Japan-
US alliance and highlight clos-
er cooperation between the
countries under Japan's new
security and defence strategies
adopted last month.

Kishida said coordination
with other G-7 leaders ahead of
the Hiroshima summit he will
host in May is a key purpose of
his trip, but Japanese officials
said their talks will also focus on
security and military coopera-
tion.
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An Australian woman
charged with willingly

entering part of Syria that was
under control of the Islamic
State group was freed on bail
on Friday as a debate raged
about the risk to the commu-
nity.

Mariam Raad, 31, is one of
several Australians whose hus-
bands were killed or jailed
after they joined the Islamic
State group.

Australia repatriated four
such women and 13 children
from a Syrian refugee camp in
October.

Raad has been living in the
town of Young, in New South
Wales state, and was first
arrested on Thursday. Federal
and state police executed war-
rants at her home and the
home of a relative in Sydney.

Raad was charged with
entering, or remaining in, a
part of Syria that was under the
control of terrorists, a breach
of federal law. If found guilty,
she faces up to 10 years in
prison.

Her bail conditions includ-
ed a requirement to surrender
her passport and a ban from
her contacting anyone in
prison or anyone associated
with a terrorist group.

She is also banned from
acquiring a gun.

Her lawyer, Moustafa
Khier of Birchgrove Legal, told
the Guardian newspaper that
the court heard of the “wealth
of evidence” that Raad had
been working hard to reinte-
grate herself and her family.

“Mariam has always said
that she would comply with
any government orders,"
Moustafa Khier told the
Guardian, adding that law
enforcement agencies had cat-
egorised her as low risk in
deciding to repatriate her.
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As COVID-19 rips through
China, other countries and

the World Health Organization
are calling on its government to
share more comprehensive data
on the outbreak. Some even say
many of the numbers it's report-
ing are meaningless.

Without basic data like the
number of deaths, infections and
severe cases, governments else-
where have instituted virus test-
ing requirements for travelers
from China. Beijing has said the
measures aren't science-based
and threatened countermea-
sures.

Of greatest concern is
whether new variants will
emerge from the mass infection
unfolding in China and spread
to other countries. The delta and
omicron variants developed in
places that also had large out-
breaks, which can be a breeding
ground for new variants.

Here's a look at what's going
on with China's COVID-19
data:

WHAT IS CHINA SHARING
AND NOT SHARING?

Chinese health authorities
publish a daily count of new
cases, severe cases and deaths,
but those numbers include only
officially confirmed cases and
use a very narrow definition of
COVID-related deaths.

China is most certainly
doing their own sampling stud-
ies but just not sharing them,
said Ray Yip, who founded the
US Centres for Disease Control
office in China.

The nationwide tally for
Thursday was 9,548 new cases
and five deaths, but some local
governments are releasing much
higher estimates just for their
jurisdictions.

Zhejiang, a province on the
east coast, said Tuesday it was
seeing about 1 million new
cases a day.

If a variant emerges in an
outbreak, it's found through
genetic sequencing of the virus.

Since the pandemic started,
China has shared 4,144
sequences with GISAID, a glob-

al platform for coronavirus data.
That's only 0.04 per cent of

its reported number of cases —
a rate more than 100 times less
than the United States and near-
ly four times less than neigh-
bouring Mongolia.
WHAT IS KNOWN AND
WHAT CAN BE FIGURED
OUT?

So far, no new variants have
shown up in the sequences
shared by China. The versions

fuelling infections in China
“closely resemble” those that
have been seen in other parts of
the world since July, GISAID
said.

Dr. Gagandeep Kang, who
studies viruses at the Christian
Medical College of Vellore in
India, agreed, saying there was-
n't anything particularly worri-
some in the data so far.

That hasn't stopped at least
10 countries — including the
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The contours of a deal that
could make Republican

leader Kevin McCarthy the
House speaker have begun to
emerge after three grueling days
and 11 failed votes in a political
spectacle unseen in a century.. It
has left Republicans in disarray
and exposed anew the fragility
of American democracy.

The House will be back at it
Friday, with Republicans trying
to elect their new House speak-
er — this time, against the
backdrop of the second anniver-
sary of the Jan. 6, 2021 attack on
the Capitol. The attack was an
unimaginable scene of chaos
that shook the country when a
mob of President Donald
Trump's supporters tried to stop
Congress from certifying his
election defeat.

McCarthy made no promis-
es of a final vote that would
secure him the speaker's gavel,
but glimmers of a deal with at
least some of the far-right hold-
outs who have denied him sup-
port were emerging.

“We've got some progress
going on,” McCarthy said late
Thursday, brushing back ques-
tions about the lengthy, messy
process. “It's not how you start,
it's how you finish.”
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US, Canada, Japan, South Korea,
India, Australia, the UK, France,
Spain and Italy — from announ-
cing virus testing requirements
for passengers from China.

The European Union
strongly encouraged all its mem-
ber states to do so this week.

Health officials have defend-
ed the testing as a surveillance
measure that helps fill an infor-
mation gap from China.

This means countries can
get a read on any changes in the
virus through testing, even if
they don't have complete data
from China.

“We don't need China to
study that, all we have to do is
to test all the people coming out
of China,” said Yip, the former

public health official.
Canada and Belgium said

they will look for viral particles
in wastewater on planes arriving
from China.

“It is like an early warning
system for authorities to antici-
pate whether there's a surge of
infections coming in,” said Dr.
Khoo Yoong Khean, a scientif-
ic officer at the Duke-NUS
Centre of Outbreak in
Singapore.
IS CHINA SHARING
ENOUGH INFORMATION?

Chinese officials have
repeatedly said they are sharing
information, pointing to the
sequences given to GISAID and
meetings with the WHO.

But WHO officials have

repeatedly asked for more — not
just on genetic sequencing but
also on hospitalisations, ICU
admissions and deaths. WHO
Director-General Tedros Adha-
nom Ghebreyesus expressed
concern this week about the risk
to life in China.
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Hit by weakening demand,
the Indian economy is
expected to grow at a

slower 7 per cent rate in the cur-
rent fiscal ending March 2023,
setting the stage for the country
losing the fastest-growing major
economy tag.

The 7 per cent expansion
projected in the first official esti-
mate released by the Statistics
Ministry compares with 8.7 per
cent gross domestic product
(GDP) growth in 2021-22.

The projections are much
lower than government's earli-
er forecast of 8-8.5 per cent
growth but above the Reserve
Bank's projection of 6.8 per
cent. If the forecast comes true,
India's GDP growth will be
lower than Saudi Arabia's
expected 7.6 per cent expansion.

In fact, India's GDP growth
in the July-September quarter at
6.3 per cent was lower than the
8.7 per cent of Saudi Arabia.

The first advance GDP esti-
mates, which are used to work
out allocations and other fiscal
projections for the next Budget
due on February 1, proved to be
more optimistic than the actu-
al growth in three out of the last
four years.

The projections suggest that
despite the global headwinds
and continued geopolitical
uncertainty caused by the
Russia-Ukraine conflict, the
recovery is on track though
there are pressure points.
Inflation has been sticky despite
a 225 basis points increase in
interest rates since last May,
which is likely to moderate
demand.

"We believe that buoyant
albeit mixed domestic con-
sumption should help to stave

off some of the pain arising from
weak exports during this peri-
od," said Aditi Nayar, Chief
Economist, ICRA Ltd.

"Given the full-year projec-
tions released today by the NSO,
we expect there to be some revi-
sions in either the H1 or the H2
FY2023 sectoral numbers, in the
subsequent data releases."

Sunil Sinha, Senior Director
and Principal Economist, India
Ratings & Research, said the
road ahead is not going to be
easy so long as private final con-
sumption expenditure (PFCE)
does not recover fully and
become broad-based.

"The household sector,
which accounts for 44-45 per
cent of the GVA, saw their
nominal wage growth decline to
5.7 per cent during FY17-FY21
from 8.2 per cent during FY12-
FY16. In fact, the real wage
growth became nearly flat or
even turned negative in some
months of FY23 due to high
inflation.

"Since much of the growth
in consumption demand is dri-
ven by the wage growth of the
household sector, a recovery in
their wage growth is an imper-

ative for a sustainable econom-
ic recovery," he noted.

The first advance estimates
for 2022-23 factored in dis-
crepancies of Rs 4,06,943 crore,
which is nearly double the
amount of Rs 2,16,842 crore as
per provisional estimates of
GDP growth for 2021-22
released on May 31, 2022. The
discrepancies were Rs 2,38,638
crore in 2020-21.

Discrepancies in the statis-
tical GDP data refer to the dif-
ference in national income
under production method and
expenditure method.

As per the first advance esti-
mates of national income
released by the National
Statistical Office (NSO) on
Friday, the manufacturing sec-
tor output is estimated to decel-
erate to 1.6 per cent in the cur-
rent fiscal from 9.9 per cent in
2021-22.

Similarly, mining sector
growth is estimated at 2.4 per
cent in the current fiscal as
against 11.5 per cent in 2021-22.

"Real GDP or GDP (Gross
Domestic Product) at Constant
(2011-12) Prices in the year
2022-23 is estimated at Rs 157.60

lakh crore, as against the
Provisional Estimate of GDP for
the year 2021-22 of Rs 147.36
lakh crore, released on 31st
May, 2022," an NSO statement
said.

It stated that growth in real
GDP during 2022-23 is esti-
mated at 7.0 per cent as com-
pared to 8.7 per cent in 2021-22.

It also said the nominal
GDP or GDP at Current Prices
in the year 2022-23 is estimat-
ed at Rs 273.08 lakh crore, as
against the Provisional Estimate
of GDP for the year 2021-22 of
Rs 236.65 lakh crore.

The growth in nominal
GDP during 2022-23 is esti-
mated at 15.4 per cent as com-
pared to 19.5 per cent in 2021-
22.

The agriculture sector is
projected to see a growth of 3.5
per cent in FY2022-23, higher
than the 3 per cent expansion
recorded in the previous finan-
cial year.

Trade, hotel, transport, com-
munication and services related
to broadcasting segment is esti-
mated to grow at 13.7 per cent
from 11.1 per cent in 2021-22.

Financial, real estate and
professional services segment is
projected to grow at 6.4 per cent
in the current fiscal, up from 4.2
per cent in 202-22.

However, construction sec-
tor growth is expected to decel-
erate to 9.1 per cent from 11.5
per cent a year ago.

Similarly, public admin-
stration, defence and other ser-
vices growth is estimated to drop
to 7.9 per cent this fiscal from
12.6 per cent in FY22.

The growth in gross value
added (GVA) at basic prices is
pegged at 6.7 per cent this fiscal,
down from 8.1 per cent in
2021-22.
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The Sensex tumbled for the
third straight session to close

below the 60,000-mark on
Friday, ending the first week of
the new year with losses amid
concerns over elevated inflation
and continued monetary policy
tightening.

Unabated foreign fund out-
flows and a weakening rupee
added to the gloom, traders said.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
slumped 452.90 points or 0.75
per cent to finish at 59,900.37.
The broader NSE Nifty went
lower by 132.70 points or 0.74
per cent to end at 17,859.45.

TCS was the top laggard in
the Sensex pack, shedding 2.97
per cent, followed by IndusInd
Bank, Bajaj Finserv, Tech
Mahindra, Bajaj Finance, Infosys
and Kotak Mahindra Bank.

Only five counters closed
higher — Mahindra &
Mahindra, Reliance Industries,
Nestle India, ITC and Larsen &
Toubro, rising up to 1.06 per
cent.

"Investor risk sentiment
took a blow post the release of
the FOMC meeting minutes,
which indicated further rate
hikes in 2023 to tame inflation.
The market already remains
sensitive to FIIs selling and IT
stocks traded with deep cuts
ahead the release of corporate
earnings next week as the
growth is anticipated to be
muted," said Vinod Nair, Head
of Research at Geojit Financial
Services.

On a weekly basis, the
Sensex lost 940.37 points or 1.55
per cent, while the Nifty

declined 245.85 points or 1.36
per cent.

"The Indian equity markets
have begun the new year on a
slightly cautious note, in line
with the global markets, con-
tinuing the trend visible in
December 2022. While expec-
tations remain of softer rate
tightening by the global central
banks from hereon, concerns
remain on the overall econom-
ic environment amidst the high
interest rates and sticky core
inflation.

"Indian markets have been
one of the best performing mar-

kets globally in CY22... However,
in the near term, the markets
seem to be running into a few
headwinds -- record high valu-
ation premium to EMs, poten-
tial slowdown in exports on the
back of global slowdown, and
Fixed Income emerging as a
viable investment option," said
Milind Muchhala, Executive
Director, Julius Baer India.

In the broader market, the
BSE smallcap gauge fell 0.73 per
cent and midcap index declined
0.72 per cent.

Among sectoral indices,
teck declined 1.86 per cent, IT
dipped 1.77 per cent, metal
(1.28 per cent), services (1.11 per
cent), bankex (1.04 per cent) and
financial services (1.03 per cent).

FMCG was the only gainer.
Elsewhere in Asia, equity

markets in Seoul, Tokyo and
Shanghai ended in the green,
while Hong Kong settled lower.

Equity exchanges in Europe
were trading on a mixed note in
mid-session deals. Markets in
the US had ended lower on
Thursday.
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The RBI on Friday said maid-
en Sovereign Green Bonds

(SGrBs) would be issued in two
tranches for an aggregate
amount of Rs 16,000 crore, and
proceeds will be utilised for
funding public sector projects
seeking to reduce carbon emis-
sions.

The first auction would be
done on January 25 while the
second on February 9, the
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) said
in a statement. 

The proceeds will be
deployed in public sector pro-
jects, which help in reducing the
carbon intensity of the economy,

it said. 
As announced in the Union

Budget 2022-23, the central
government as part of its over-
all market borrowings will be
issuing Sovereign Green Bonds
(SGrBs) for mobilising resources
for green infrastructure.

"Accordingly, it was notified
in the half-yearly issuance cal-
endar for marketable dated secu-
rities for the second half of the
fiscal year 2022-23 on
September 29, 2022, that SGrBs
for an aggregate amount of Rs
16,000 crore would be issued.

"The Government of India
has since issued the Sovereign
Green Bond Framework on
November 9, 2022," it said.

These green bonds would
be available in 5-year and 10-
year tenure, it added. 

SGrBs will be issued
through uniform price auction
and 5 per cent of the notified
amount of sale will be reserved
for retail investors, the RBI said,
adding these papers will be
reckoned as an eligible invest-
ment for SLR purposes.

"SGrBs will be eligible for
Repurchase Transactions (Repo)
as per the terms and conditions
mentioned in Repurchase
Transactions (Repo) (Reserve
Bank) Directions, 2018 as
amended from time to time," it
noted.

These bonds will be eligible
for trading in the secondary
market.

Announcing the guidelines,
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sithraman in November had
said the framework will
strengthen India's commitment
towards the Nationally Deter-
mined Contribution (NDC) tar-
gets adopted under the Paris
Agreement as well as help attract
global and domestic invest-
ments into eligible green pro-
jects.
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RBI Governor Shaktikanta
Das on Friday said the gov-

ernment and the central bank
are in discussion with South
Asian countries to have cross-
border trade in rupee.

He also said the central
bank digital currency (CBDC)
is in trial phase and the RBI is
moving very carefully and cau-
tiously on digital rupee launch.

"For UPI, we have already
entered into agreements with
countries in this region, for
example, with Bhutan and other
countries like Nepal and we are
trying to provide the UPI facil-
ity to make cross-border pay-
ments much easier in this

region...
"The other initiative is the

RBI, together with the
Government of India, have ini-
tiated rupee settlement of inter-
national trade. We are already in
discussion with some of the
countries in this region and to
facilitate rupee settlement of
cross border trade in the South
Asian region," Das said.

In his keynote address at an
IMF conference here, the
Governor also said that the RBI
has launched a pilot project of
CBDC.

"It's in a trial phase, we are
moving about it very carefully,
very cautiously because this is
something where the approach
has to be very cautious, very
careful. If there is cloning or any-
thing which happens, it can be
very, very risky... So that could
be another area where there can
be room for cooperation
(between South Asian coun-
tries)," Das said.

After the successful launch
of the pilot for the wholesale
segment on November 1, 2022,
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
on December 1, last year, began
its retail CBDC pilot project.
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Good initial progress has
been made on IMF quota

reforms in line with the chang-
ing nature of the global econo-
my, International Monetary
Fund (IMF) deputy managing
director Antoinette Sayeh said
on Friday.

As per an IMF resolution,
the 16th General Review of
quotas should be concluded by
December 15, 2023. Any adjust-
ment in quota shares would be
expected to result in an increase
in the voting rights of emerging
countries in line with their rel-
ative positions in the world
economy.

"We're working of course
quite a bit (on quota
reforms)...From our experience
from the last review, we under-

stand that countries have very
different perspectives about
what the results of this quota
review should be and we've
been working with them to
find areas of common ground
and to make sure that there is
ownership for how we approach
the review," she said.

Observing that there has
been good initial progress being
made on that, she said countries
are fully aware of the changing
nature of the global economy
and the contributions that indi-
vidual members make to it now.

"There is a need to align our
governance structure with those
changes...Work in progress of
course and a long way... But it is
our expectation that we will
make progress and it will be pos-
sible to come to a good out-
come," she said
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Capital markets regulator Sebi on
Friday proposed that alternative

investment funds (AIFs) need to adopt
a standardised methodology for valuation
of investment portfolios managed by
them. 

It has been recommended that AIFs
should be mandated to carry out valua-
tion of their investment portfolio as per
International Private Equity and Venture
Capital Valuation (IPEV) Guidelines.

Presently, AIF Regulations focus on
disclosures to investors and do not pre-
scribe any guidelines on the methodol-
ogy to be adopted. As such, managers of
AIFs have flexibility to adopt any valu-
ation methodology by disclosing the
same to investors in Private Placement
Memorandums (PPMs) of schemes of
AIFs managed by them. 

Currently, the modalities relating to
valuation of investment portfolio of the
AIFs are not disclosed in the PPMs at the
time of submission to Sebi and also not
reported to the regulator subsequently. 

In its consultation paper, Sebi has
suggested criteria of independent valuers
appointed by AIFs, reporting of valuation
to performance benchmarking agencies
and responsibilities of manager of AIF
with regard to valuation of their invest-

ment portfolio and related disclosures. 
The Securities and Exchange Board

of India (Sebi) has sought comments
from the public till January 23 on the pro-
posals. 

As per the draft papers, out of 269
schemes of Category I and Category II
AIFs, which invest primarily in unlisted
securities, only 71 schemes or 26.4 per-
cent follow IPEV guidelines for valuation
methodology, while others follow mar-
ket, income, asset and cost based
approaches. 

With regard to criteria for indepen-
dent valuer, Sebi suggested that AIF

should appoint an independent valuer
who is registered with the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) and has
at least three years of experience in val-
uation of unlisted securities. 

Among others, such independent
valuer is required to have a membership
of a professional institute such as Institute
of Chartered Accountants of India (ICAI)
and Institute of Company Secretaries of
India (ICSI) and Institute of Cost
Accountants of India. 

Further, the managers should be
required to ensure that one of the terms
in subscription agreement with the

investee company stipulates a specific
timeframe for providing its audited
accounts to the AIF. 

This would enable manager of AIF
to report valuation based on audited data
as on March 31 to performance bench-
marking agencies within the specified
timeline of 6 months. 

Also, managers of AIFs should
ensure that valuation based on audited
data of investee company is reported to
performance benchmarking agencies
only after the audit of books of accounts
of the AIF. 

With regard to responsibilities of
manager for valuation, Sebi has proposed
that managers of AIFs should be required
to ensure that the independent valuer
computes and carries out valuation of
investments made by the scheme(s) of
AIFs in accordance with the stipulated
guidelines. 

The manager should be responsible
for true and fair valuation of the invest-
ments made by the scheme of the AIF. 

In cases where the established poli-
cies and procedures of valuation do not
result in fair and appropriate valuation,
the manager may be required to deviate
from such policies and procedures in
order to value the assets or securities at
a fair value and document the rationale
for such deviations. 
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German luxury carmaker
Mercedes-Benz will launch

ten new vehicles in India in 2023
with majority in the over Rs 1-
crore price category, which grew
over 69 per cent last year, accord-
ing to a senior company official.

Mercedes-Benz India,
which posted a record sales in
2022 at 15,822 units, had sold
over 3,500 cars that are priced
above Rs 1 crore last year.

In 2021, Mercedes-Benz
India had sold 11,242 units. Its
previous best sales was achieved
in 2018 at 15,583 units.

The company is looking at
an overall double-digit sales
growth this year, and as part of
the drive it launched its 'AMG
E53 4MATIC+ Cabriolet' model
priced at Rs 1.3 crore on Friday.

"The biggest growth for us
in the last year has come from
the TEV (top-end vehicle) seg-
ment, where we have grown by
69 per cent," newly appointed
Managing Director & CEO of
Mercedes-Benz India Santosh
Iyer told PTI. The company's
top-end vehicles include S-Class
Maybach, GLS Maybach, top-
end AMGs, S-Class and GLS
SUV, which are priced over Rs
1 crore (ex-showroom).

Iyer, who is the first Indian
to be elevated to lead Mercedes-
Benz in the country, said the
share of its TEV has increased to
22 per cent of the company's
total sales, up from 12 per cent
in pre-Covid year of 2018. He
further said bringing more prod-
ucts in the TEV segment will be
a part of the company's "six pil-
lar" strategy for 2023.

"The first pillar is to think
and act like a luxury brand and
for that we will be introducing
10 desirable cars in 2023, major-
ity of them will be in the TEV
segment...," he said.

Expanding the TEV base is
a key part of the strategy, Iyer
said, adding, "we have grown at
69 per cent and we will be
launching more products there.
We have sold more than 3,500
cars only in TEVs in 2022...
That's a lot of cars in the Rs 1-
crore-plus segment".

Also, he said the company
will be putting a lot of empha-
sis on its online store in order to
enhance the omni channel expe-
rience for its customers.

"We sold 2,000 cars through
our online platform last year...
We are making it even better for
customers today. Earlier, they
were not able to see cars which
will be produced after three
months. With the enhance-
ments in our online store, they
can actually see visibility of cars
up to one year," Iyer said.

Mercedes-Benz India will
also take the lead in electric vehi-
cles, and is looking at more EVs
to enhance product portfolio to
add to the existing models EQC,
EQB, EQS 53 AMG and EQS
580, he added.
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No-frills carrier IndiGo on
Friday said its fleet size has
grown to 300 aircraft, which
will help it cater to the grow-
ing passenger volume amid
the recovery in travel demand
and growth in 2023.

Besides operating Airbus
A320 NEO and A320 CEO air-
craft along with A321 Neo, the
Gurugram-based airline's fleet
also has regional jets ATR 72-
600. 

The airline offers 180 seats
on its A320 CEO fleet while its
A320 NEO planes are 180 and
186 seaters.

The seating capacity on the

A321 fleet is 222/232 and ATR
fleet offers 78 seats, IndiGo said
in a statement.

"Our fleet size now stands
at 300 aircraft, giving wings to
our ambitions. We have recent-
ly expanded operations across
west, east, and north-east India
as well as the middle east. The
strong fleet will help us cater to
emerging travel demands with

the addition of capacity across
domestic and international
destination shores," Pieter
Elbers, Chief Executive Officer
of IndiGo, said.

IndiGo, which started
operations in 2006, currently
operates over 1,600 daily
flights, connecting 76 domes-
tic and 26 international desti-
nations.
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Two Reliance group firms -
Reliance Consumer Pro-

ducts Ltd (RCPL) and Reliance
Retail Ventures Ltd (RRVL) —
have announced an open offer
to acquire a 26 per cent addi-
tional stake in Lotus Chocolate.

The firms will together
acquire 33.38 lakh shares of
Lotus Chocolate from the open
market at a fixed price of Rs
115.50 per share, said a notice
by DAM Capital, which is
managing the offer.

The offer will aggregate to
a total consideration of Rs
38.56 crore over the full accep-
tance, said an open offer-
detailed public statement
shared by the company with
stock exchanges on Thursday.

The open offer starts on
February 21 and closes on
March 6, said the public notice.

Shares of Lotus Chocolate,
which manufactures choco-
lates, cocoa products and
cocoa derivatives, had on
Thursday closed at Rs 149.35
apiece.

New Delhi: IIFL Finance, one
of India's largest Non-Banking
Financial Companies, will
open a public issue of secured
bonds on January 6, 2023, to
raise up to Rs. 1,000 crore, for
the purpose of business
growth and capital augmen-
tation. The bonds offer up to
9% yield and high degree of
safety. 

The Fairfax-backed IIFL
Finance will issue secured
redeemable non-convertible
debentures (NCDs), aggre-
gating to Rs 100 crore, with a
green-shoe option to retain
over-subscription up to Rs
900 crore (aggregating to a
total of Rs 1,000 crore).

The IIFL bonds offer
highest effective yield of 9%
per annum for tenor of 60
months. The NCD is available
in tenors of 24 months, 36
months and 60 months. The
frequency of interest payment
is available on monthly, annu-
al and at maturity basis for 60
months tenor, while for other
tenors it is available on annu-
ally and at maturity basis.
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Sarfaraz Ahmed continued
his red-hot form with a

thrilling century to help
Pakistan draw a nail-biting
second and final Test against
New Zealand as the series
ended 0-0 on Friday.

The 35-year-old Sarfaraz,
who also struck half-centuries
in his three previous innings
after being recalled for the
series following a near-four
year absence, made 118 before
the last-wicket pair hung on
in dimming light for 21 balls
to take Pakistan to 304-9,
just 15 runs shy of its victory
target.
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Medium-pacer Vijaykumar
Vyshak came up with his

maiden five-wicket haul in first-
class cricket to set up Karnataka's
seven-wicket win over
Chhattisgarh in a Ranji Trophy
Group C match here on Friday.

Resuming day four on 35
for 2 and with a lot of work to
do to save the match,
Chhattisgarh were rocked by
Vyshak's superb effort. He struck
the first blow of the day by
removing the first innings cen-
turion Ashutosh Singh for 18. 

Only Amandeep Khare (50)
and Mayank Verma (46) pro-
vided resistance as the other bat-
ters did not stay long enough at
the crease.

Skipper Harpreet Singh
Bhatia, the key in the
Chhattisgarh batting line-up
was bowled by K Gowtham
(2/41) as the visiting team fal-
tered.

Vyshak struck a crucial
blow by bowling Khare. Later, he
removed Shashank Singh, Ajay
Mandal and Sourabh Majumdar
to finish with 5 for 59. 

Requiring 123 runs for a
victory, Karnataka lost openers-

captain Mayank Agarwal (14)
and R Samarth (24). Highly-
rated S J Nikin Jose followed up
his first innings effort of 67 with
a well-crafted 44 (59 balls, 1 four,
2 sixes) to see the team home.

In another match in
Thiruvananthapuram, Goa
upset Kerala by seven wickets
thanks to an impressive bowling
performance, especially off-
spinner Mohit Redkar, who fin-
ished with 6 for 73 in the second
innings.

Kerala was bundled out for
200 in the second innings, leav-
ing Goa 155 for a win.

Ishan Gadekar (67 not out)
and Siddhesh Lad (33 not out)
saw Goa home with a 68-run
fourth-wicket partnership.

Brief scores: At Bengaluru:
Chhattisgarh 311 all out in
121.4 overs and 177 all out in
77.5 overs (Amandeep Khare 50,
Mayank Verma 46, V Vyshak
5/59) lost to Karnataka 366 all
out in 109.3 overs (Mayank

Agarwal 117, R Samarth 81, S J
Nikin Jose 67, Ajay Mandal
4/93, Sumit Ruikar 2/73) and
128 for 3 in 23.2 overs (Nikin
Jose 44 not out, Manish Pandey
27 not out) by seven wickets.
Karnataka: 6 points,
Chhattisgarh: 0.

At Thiruvananthapuram:
Kerala 265 all out in 95.3 overs
(Rohan Prem 112, Lakshay Garg
4/44) and 200 all out in 62.3

overs (Rohan Prem 70, Jalaj
Saxena 34, Mohit Redkar 6/73)
lost to Goa 311 all out in 110.2
overs (Ishan Gadekar 105, Jalaj
Saxena 5/103) and 157 for 3 in
48.3 overs (Ishan Gadekar 67 not
out, Siddhesh Lad 33 not out) by
seven wickets. Goa: 6 points,
Kerala: 0.

At Delhi: Pondicherry 216
all out in 62.4 overs (K B Arun
Karthick 58) and 313 all out in

96.3 overs (K B Arun Karthick
130 (202 balls, 15x4), Krishna
Pandey 64, Diwesh Pathania
3/83 lost to Services 466 for 7
declared in 129 overs (Rahul
Singh Gahlaut 137 (191 balls,
14x4, 3x6), Rajat Paliwal 101
(183 balls, 9x4), L S Kumar 83
not out, Pulkit Narang 45, Ankit
Sharma 3/80) and 67 for 5 in
13.2 overs. Services: 6 points,
Pondicherry: 0.

At Jaipur: Jharkhand 92 all
out in 47 overs (Aryaman Sen
39, Aniket Choudhary 4/16,
Tanveer Ul-Haq 4/42) and 470
for 9 in 153 overs (Anukul Roy
125, Aryaman Sen 119, Saurabh
Tiwary 78, Kumar Deobrat 48,
RR Singh 3/82, RR Singh 3/90)
drew Rajasthan 287 all out in
81.2 overs (Karan Lamba 122
(184 balls, 14x4, 3x6), Ashish
Kumar 5/75, Supriyo
Chakraborty 3/51) and 194 for
4 in 33 overs (Y B Kothari 95,
Karan Lamba 37 not out,
Shahbaz Nadeem 3/48). 

����■ �:���:,;<

Ayear ago Shikha Pandey
was unexpectedly left out of

the Indian team and the pacer's
comeback for the T20 World
Cup next month has also come
out of nowhere, leaving her
"pleasantly surprised".

The 33-year-old last played
for India on the tour of Australia
in October 2021 and was an
integral part of the team in the
lead up to the 2022 ODI World
Cup in New Zealand. 

So, being dropped from
the team came as a big setback
but the former Indian Air Force
officer found solace in getting
back to the grind of domestic
cricket where she excelled and
got close with her Goa team-
mates. Time spent with former
Australia captain Belinda Clark
Down Under also contributed
immensely in her comeback
bid.

With the selectors falling
back on the experience of
Shikha after testing a few

youngsters, there will be addi-
tional pressure to perform but
she is up for the challenge.

"I try to take one day at a
time. Short term goals help me
a lot. There is always pressure
to perform and I am hoping I
am better equipped this time
around. 

"I did well in the domestic
circuit this season and was
happy with how I was going. I
got a very positive feedback

from my coaches at Zonals
and challengers. Yeah I was
pleasantly surprised," the 33-
year-old told PTI.

Shikha is at the NCA in
Bengaluru along with her India
teammates and will be leaving
for South Africa on January 11.
The World Cup will be preced-
ed by a tri-series involving
India, West Indies and hosts
South Africa, beginning January
19.

The experienced fast
bowler forced her way into the
Indian team after a stellar
domestic season in which she
picked up 20 wickets in 16
games at an average of 13.45.

Besides the support of her
family, Shikha said her Goa
teammates helped her tide over
the tough times. 

"I have always loved com-
ing back and playing for my
state side. Even when I wasn't
away on international duties, I
would never miss a chance to
play alongside my state team
mates.
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The Asian Cricket Council
(ACC) on Friday hit back

strongly at Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) chairman Najam
Sethi "vehemently denying
baseless allegations" of unilat-
eral decision making levelled
against its president Jay Shah
with regards to the continental
body's two-year programme.

The ACC, in its statement,
categorically stated that PCB
were sent the itinerary on
December 22, 2022 along with
other member nations but no

communication came from the
latter's side.

On Thursday, Shah had
announced the ACC calendar
2023-24 and pathway structure
for the continental body along
with ODI Asia Cup slated in
September. However, the cal-
endar didn't have the host
country's name as BCCI secre-
tary Shah had already said last
October (2022) that the tour-
nament will be shifted out of
Pakistan as India won't be able
to travel.

Sethi's predecessor Ramiz
Raja had then made a counter-

threat of pulling out of the ODI
World Cup being held in India
later this year.

Sethi, who is back in the
hot seat, had reacted sharply to
BCCI supremo Shah's
announcement of ACC itiner-
ary on twitter.

"Thank you Jay Shah for
unilaterally presenting ACC
structure & calendars 2023-24
especially relating to Asia Cup
2023 for which Pakistan is the
event host. While you are at it,
you might as well present struc-
ture & calendar of our PSL
2023! A swift response will be

appreciated," Sethi's sarcasm-
laden tweet wasn't lost on any-
one. The ACC led by Shah, on
the day, released a strongly-
worded statement calling out
PCB chairman's bluff.

"It has come to our knowl-
edge that PCB Chairman
Najam Sethi has made a com-
ment on the ACC President
(Shah) unilaterally taking the
decision on finalising the cal-
endar and announcing the
same. The ACC wants to clar-
ify that it has followed estab-
lished due process," ACC said
in its statement.

In fact, the statement also
shared the timeline with the
media which effectively means
that the PCB chairman was
lying.

"The calendar was
approved by its Development
Committee and Finance &
Marketing Committee in a
meeting held on December
13th, 2022. The calendar was
then communicated to all the
participating members indi-
vidually, including Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB), via an e-
mail dated December 22nd,
2022," it further stated.
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Inclement weather threatens
to derail Australia's bid of a

series clean sweep against
South Africa and a confirmed
place in the world test cham-
pionship final as the third and
final test against South Africa
at Sydney Cricket Ground
appears destined for a draw.

After rain and bad light
delays across he first two days,
consistent, and at times heavy,
rain meant no play was possi-
ble at all on Friday. It left
Australia unable to add to its
imposing first-innings score
of 475-4 and Usman Khawaja
stranded on his overnight score
of 195 and tantalizingly close to
his first double century.

Australia now has the
dilemma of deciding how
many runs it needs and then
how much time it needs to
bowl out South Africa twice to
win in the two remaining days
on a pitch not yet offering the

expected assistance for the
spinners.

“I think it'd be pretty harsh
if he (skipper Pat Cummins
declared) straight away,”
Khawaja said after play was
abandoned on the prospect
have being stranded on 195. "I
don't think that's going to hap-
pen.

“We could go out there and
get a few more runs really
quickly or we could declare
pretty much straight away. ”

Consistent rain swept
through the Sydney area from
early Friday morning and the
gaps in the rainfall where not
sufficient for ground staff to
prepare the field and the match
to resume. Shortly after the
scheduled tea break, umpires
abandoned the day's play. 

The forecast appears more
favorable for the final two days
of the test, although some light
showers are forecast for
Saturday.
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The young pace bowling unit
will look to pick up pieces

from the hammering of previous
night even as the Indian top-
order itches to put in a mean-
ingful performance against Sri
Lanka in the decider of the
three-match T20I series here on
Saturday.

After eking out a narrow
last-ball win in the opener, India
fell short by 16-run defeat as Sri
Lanka levelled the three-match
series 1-1.

The inconsistency of a
young attack was one of the rea-
sons for the defeat but going for-
ward Umran Malik and Shivam
Mavi will know that it was great
learning experience for them.

They erred in their lines and
didn't always bowl the fuller
length, making the Sri Lankan
batters job easy to guide the pace
of the short pitched stuff. 

The Indian bowling unit
bled runs with left-arm pacer
Arshdeep Singh, who returned
to the playing XI after a spell of
injuries, bowling as many as five
no balls in his two overs.

He stepped over the line
three times on the trot in his first

over, making him the first India
bowler to bowl hat-trick of no-
balls in T20I.

Mavi, who made a sensa-
tional T20I debut in the open-
ing game and Arshdeep Singh
added to the no ball count as
they too missed the trick with
skipper Hardik Pandya, who had
to rely on his spinners, lament-

ing that the team needs to get its
basics right.

But the youngsters in the
team are expected more chances
as they gather valuable experi-
ence.

"The young kids will have
games like this at times, and I
think we all need to be patient
with them, (but) we need to be

understanding that games like
this can't happen," head coach
Rahul Dravid said.

"I think as they're learning,
it's tough. It's not easy learning
in international cricket. You
have to learn on the job. I think
we're going to have to have a lit-
tle bit of patience with these
guys," he added.

On the batting front, the top
order, once again, failed to pro-
vide a solid start. Shubman Gill
succumbed to his second suc-
cessive failure in the series and
would be eager to capitalise on
the opportunities in hand like
Rahul Tripathi, who too per-
ished cheaply in his debut game. 

It was the second instance of
the top-order collapse in the
series.

But despite half the team
returning to the dugout under
60 runs, it was heartening to see
India still go for chase as Axar
Patel and Suryakumar Yadav
almost pulled off the impossible. 

In Axar, India have found a
reliable like for like replacement
of Ravindra Jadeja.

The team is expected to give
its core more games to form
lethal combinations as the team
prepares for life beyond Virat
Kohli and Rohit Sharma in the
shortest format of the game.

India is unlikely to make any
changes for the series decider
with head coach Dravid assert-
ing "we are not going to be chop-
ping and changing people too
much."

As expected, Sri Lanka have
given a solid fight to the hosts.

The reigning Asia Cup champi-
ons came back strongly to level
the series.

However, they would like
their middle order to perform
better.

Rajkot has is one of the flat-
test tracks in the country and is
expected to be a batting belter.

The toss could thus play an
important role as both captains
would like to chase.
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Head coach Rahul Dravid
has called for patience as

the Indian team goes through
a rebuilding phase for the next
cycle of the T20 World Cup
and the youngsters in the
side get some experience.

Dravid felt inexperience
was one of the main reasons
for India's 16-run defeat to Sri
Lanka in the second T20I
here. The former India captain
pointed out that while the vis-
itors had a pretty sorted play-
ing XI, the hosts fielded a
completely different side than
the one which played the T20
World Cup less than two
months back.

"They (youngsters in the
team) are very skilful, but as
they are learning, it's a tough
(job). It's not easy learning in
international cricket and you
have to learn on the job. So,
we've got to have a little bit of
patience with these guys,"
Dravid said at the post-match
press conference on Thursday.

Dravid said the team was
in the rebuilding phase, given
the "next cycle of the T20
(World Cup)" had started. He
added that youngsters will be
handled patiently and will
continue to get support from
the team management, hint-
ing that it could be the end of
the road for the likes of Virat
Kohli, Rohit Sharma and KL
Rahul. 

"For us, it was a slightly
different scenario (in the T20I
series against Sri Lanka) in the
sense that from the last game
we played against England in
the semifinal of the World
Cup, we've probably only 3-4
boys in the playing XI (now). 

"So, we are in a slightly
different stage of looking at the
next cycle of (the) T20 (World
Cup). So, a slightly younger
team." 

With the focus shifting to

the 50-over World Cup in
India, Dravid feels it is the
right time to give as many
opportunities to youngsters in
T20s as possible.

"The good thing is this
year we have the (50-over)
World Cup. Because a lot of
focus will be on the 50-over
World Cup, and the World
Test Championship, at least
the T20 games that we have,
it probably gives us the oppor-
tunity to try out a lot of the
younger guys." 

India are fielding a new-
look side comprising young-
sters including Shivam Mavi,
Umran Malik, Shubman Gill
and Rahul Tripathi.

"Hopefully give them
opportunities and just back
and support them. I think
we've got to be patient with a
lot of these young kids. If you
look at this team, there are a
lot of youngsters playing, espe-
cially our bowling attack. 

" We all need to be patient
with them and we need to be
understanding that games like
this can happen." 

With openers Ishan
Kishan and Gill and Tripathi
-- playing his debut match --
not firing, Dravid defended
them, saying they've only
played a couple of games,
and asserted that no chopping
and changing will take place
for the Rajkot game.

"I haven't thought about
the third match right now.
Once we go there we will have
a look at the wicket. But I don't
expect there to be too much
of experimenting. 

"The boys we are already
playing (with) are very young.
The opening pair of Ishan and
Shubman have only played
two matches, so we are not
going for (any) chopping and
changing (of) people too
much, unless, of course, there
are some injuries," said
Dravid.
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The Qatar Cricket
Association will be hosting

the next season of the Legends
League Masters — the inter-
national edition — of Legends
League in Doha, Qatar from
February 27 to March 8, 2023,
the organisers announced on
Friday.

Top legend cricketers
across the globe will be fea-
turing in this mega event.
After Qatar hosted the world's
best ever FIFA World Cup

finals in 2022, the country's
cricket board will be trying to
recreate a similar atmosphere
for all the fans of the game
around the world.

As per organisers, this
season will have eight match-
es, which will be played at
Asian Town international
Cricket stadium. "We at Qatar
Cricket association feel elated
to host Legends League crick-
et second season. We always
strive for excellence in sports
and are trying to make Qatar
a sports-friendly destination.
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Ahead of the inaugural edi-
tion of SA20, Englands

left-arm fast bowler Reece
Topley, who will feature for
Durban's Super Giants, felt the
newly-launched tournament
will be a good platform to hit
the ground running ahead of
the 2023 Indian Premier
League (IPL).

Topley was snapped by
Royal Challengers Bangalore in
the recently-concluded 2023
IPL Player Auction held in
Kochi on December 23.
Durban's Super Giants will
play their first match of SA20
against the Joburg Super Kings
on January 11. Topley is com-
ing back from a left ankle lig-
ament injury sustained ahead
of England's campaign at the
Men's T20 World Cup last
year.

Now having recovered, he
is excited to get back to action
but cautious at the same time.
"Obviously having not played
for a long time since literally
just before the start of the
World Cup."

"Naturally, it's going to be
a bit of a progression, it's going
to be small steps, but at least,
you know, I'll be playing, and
I will be looking to fine-tune in
skills during this opportunity
over the next two months or
so."

"Not just this competition
obviously. But obviously, you
want to get ready to hit the
ground running when you
touch down in India," he said
in an official release.

Asked if anyone from RCB
had gotten in touch with him,
Topley said, "I had a welcome
message from Faf (du Plessis),
played against him a lot and
really looking forward to play-
ing under him. He's a fierce
competitor. But now it's nice to
have a change and have him on
my side once."

At the SA20, Topley will
join the likes of Quinton de
Kock, Jason Holder, Akila
Dananjaya, Keshav Maharaj
and other top international
names in Durban's Super
Giants squad. The lanky pacer,
standing at six feet and seven
inches tall, has played 22 T20Is
for his national side and picked
up as many wickets.

Ireland's left-arm fast-
bowler Josh Little, who had a
great ICC Men's T20 World
Cup last year claiming 11 wick-
ets in seven matches, including
a hat-trick against New
Zealand, is a part of the Pretoria
Capitals set-up and is all excit-
ed to be a part of the SA20.
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Favourites Shiva Thapa and
Mohammad Hussamuddin

powered their way to remarkable
victories and bagged gold
medals in thee respective weight
categories at the men's National
Boxing Championships here on
Friday.

Defending champions
Services Sports Control Board
(SSCB) topped the rankings
with 10 medals. 

Record six-time Asian
medallist Thapa of Assam had
a pretty comfortable day at
office as he defeated 2021 World

Youth Championships bronze
medallist Ankit Narwal of
Railways Sports Promotion
Board (RSPB) to win by unan-
imous decision in the 63.5kg
final. But SSCB pugilist
Hussamuddin had to toil hard to
prevail over 2016 World Youth
champion Sachin of RSPB in the
57kg final. 

Having suffered defeat in
last year's final, the two-time
Commonwealth Games bronze
medallist showcased brilliant
tenacity to emerge victorious on
Friday with a 4-1 scoreline.

Narender (+92), 2022 Asian
Championships bronze medal-

list, received a walkover in his
final bout against 2022
Commonwealth Games silver
medallist Sagar, who could not
participate in the contest due to
a minor injury.

Alongside Hussamuddin
and Narender, the pugilists of
SSCB stole the show on the final
day of the tournament as the
team successfully defended its
crown with a total of six gold,
one silver, and three bronze
medals. 

Bishwamitra Chongtham
(51kg), Sachin (54kg), Akash
(67kg), and Sumit (75kg) were
the team's other gold medallists.
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Atenacious Benjamin Bonzi
knocked out second seed

and world number 35 Botic Van
de Zandschulp in a gripping
three-setter to reach his maid-
en ATP World Tour final here
on Friday. 

Keeping the intensity
throughout, world number 60
Bonzi prevailed over
Zandschulp 7-6(5) 6-7 (5) 6-1
in an intense semifinal of the
Tata Open Maharashtra at the
Balewadi Stadium.

With his win, Frenchman
Bonzi prevented a rare all-
Dutch final as earlier in the day,
the Netherlands' Tallon
Griekspoor ousted eight seed
Russian Aslan Karatsev 7-6(4)
6-1 in the first semifinal.

It was the first win for
Bonzi in three meetings with
the Dutch. 

"It's a great start to the sea-
son, I did not expect that.

Hope it continues tomorrow (in
final). This is a big win for me,
I had not beaten him before
(Zandschulp)," said Bonzi.

"I will play the same in the
final, it's working well for me. 

In each of the three set,
Bonzi went a break up but the
resolute Zandschulp, with his
big game, stretched the match
as well as his opponent. 

Bonzi hit fluent serves even
as Zandschulp hit some unchar-
acteristic high unforced errors
in the beginning.

Bonzi found a stunning
forehand winner on Dutch
player's drive volley to earn
three breakpoints in game two
and went up when Zandschulp
netted a backhand on the sec-
ond chance.

The Dutch was in danger of
going down 0-4 as he faced
another breakpoint in game
four when he hit a forehand
long but managed to hold to get
on board.
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Novak Djokovic beat Denis
Shapovalov 6-3 6-4 at the

Adelaide International on
Friday to set up a semifinal
with Daniil Medvedev.

The combined ATP-WTA
event is a warmup for this year's
Australian Open, which the
top-seeded Djokovic missed
last year after being barred
from the country because he
was not vaccinated against
COVID-19.

Medvedev, the runner-up
last year to Rafael Nadal in the
Australian Open, defeated fel-
low Russian Karen Khachanov
6-3 6-3 on Friday.

"It's never easy to play your
compatriot," Medvedev said. 

"I'm happy that I managed
to really raise my level, espe-
cially in the end of both sets,
and really happy to be through
to the semis."

Medvedev is the 2021 US
Open champion, but has lost
twice in the finals in Australia
— and in 2021 it was against
Djokovic.

"For sure I played well last
year and I'm playing well right
now," Medvedev said, "To be
honest, that's all that matters.
In order to win a slam, or be in
the final, you have to be at your
best for seven matches."

"I managed to do it once
and I was really close last year,"
he added. 

"And that's what I'm going
to try to do again in a few
weeks in Melbourne."
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The Bayern Munich team
flew to Qatar on Friday for

its winter training camp amid
uncertainty over the club's
contentious sponsorship agree-
ment with the Persian Gulf
country.

State-owned Qatar
Airways' lucrative advertising
deal is due to expire at the end
of the season and there is
pressure on the Bavarian pow-
erhouse from its own fans not
to extend it. Many Bayern
supporters feel it's damaging to
the club's reputation to take
money from a country associ-
ated with human rights abus-
es.

The issue has long been a
source of contention between
Bayern and its own fans, who
have consistently campaigned
against the sponsorship agree-

ment. Members of the Bayern
ultra-fan groups, Munich's Red
Pride and Club. No. 12, dis-
played banners at games con-
demning what they say is the
“sports washing” of human
rights abuses in Qatar through
Bayern's publicity for the
sheikhdom.

"We continue to stand by
our position that we're
absolutely against an extension
of the sponsorship agreement,"
Alexander Salzweger from
Club No. 12 told The
Associated Press this week. 

"In contrast to previous
years, it's no longer about an

early termination, which
would have been more than
complicated, but not extending
the sponsorship."

Bayern did not respond to
requests for comment.

Fans previously called on
Bayern to prematurely end the
sponsorship deal. The club's
2021 AGM ended in tumult
and anger when members
booed the club's directors for

refusing to discuss the issue.
Bayern president Herbert

Hainer apologised at the fol-
lowing AGM last November
when he said he made "mis-
takes" in not allowing a dis-
cussion at the previous meeting.

Club No. 12 organised a
public meeting in Munich in
2020 titled "Qatar, human
rights and FC Bayern" fea-
turing two migrant workers
who spoke of their experi-
ences constructing stadiums
for the World Cup. Bayern
was invited to send a repre-
sentative but did not respond
to organisers.
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Cristiano Ronaldo is not the first
soccer superstar to he\ad off to

one of the world's supposed minor
leagues in the latter years of his
career.

The temptation for one last
huge payday, to be a trailblazer in a
nation looking to boost its standing
in the sport, or just to try something
different often can be too big to
resist. Not every player bows out
right at the top like Zinedine Zidane
— even if the France great was sent
off in the last game of his career, the
World Cup final of 2006.

Others, like Pelé, Johan Cruyff,
Zico, Xavi Hernandez, and now the
37-year-old Ronaldo at Saudi
Arabian club Al Nassr, find them-
selves prolonging their careers at
unlikely soccer outposts usually for
vast amounts of money.

Here's a focus on a few of
them, across five different countries:

PELE
It was a move that changed U.S.

Sports history. Pelé, the Brazil great
and owner of an unprecedented
three World Cup winners' medals,
signed for the New York Cosmos in
1975 after being wooed by the
team for four years. 

Pelé's 2 1/2 seasons there — he
earned $2.7 million, according to the
Cosmos' then-general manager
Clive Toye — put U.S. Soccer on a
path to hosting the World Cup in
1994 and launching Major League

Soccer two years later. The Cosmos'
average attendances nearly tripled in
Pelé's first year and continued to
grow. 

He scored 37 goals in 64 match-
es in the North American Soccer
League and did all the PR work
required in his mission to make soc-
cer mainstream and underpin a
surge in youth participation.

“We would not be where we are
today,” MLS Commissioner Don
Garber said, “if it wasn't for Pelé
deciding to come to the United
States.” 

So many top players have since
made their way to the U.S., typical-
ly to end their careers and for
lifestyle reasons: Franz Beckenbauer,
Johan Cruyff, George Best, David
Beckham and Thierry Henry, to
name just a few.

ZICO
Zico is almost as fondly remem-

bered in Japan as he is in his native
Brazil. After two highly successful
spells at Flamengo, either side of two
years at Udinese in Italy, the play-
maker quit his playing career, only
to come out of retirement at the age
of 38 to help usher Japanese soccer
into professionalism. 

He played for four seasons at
Kashima Antlers from 1991-94, a
period which took in the inaugura-
tion of the J-League in 1993. Zico
remained in Japan until 2006, stay-
ing at Kashima as its technical
director and then coach before
becoming the national team's coach

for the four-year cycle up to the 2006
World Cup. 

He has since been elected into
Japanese soccer's Hall of Fame and
is known as the “God of Football”
in Japan. Along with England great
Gary Lineker, who also played in
Japan at the start of the league, Zico
is regarded as a key figure in the
development of Japanese soccer
and its growth in popularity. 

Dunga, Hristo Stoichkov and
most recently Andres Iniesta, Spain's
World Cup winner from 2010 who
has played for Vissel Kobe since

2018, are other major names to have
played in Japan.

XAVI HERNANDEZ
Xavi wasn't the first star player

to land in Qatar's top league but he
might have had the most promi-
nence, given he arrived midway
through 2015 — at age 35 — on the
back of being the Barcelona captain
who lifted the Champions League
trophy weeks earlier. 

The league had been running
for more than 40 years by that point
and, since the turn of the century,

had enticed high-profile players
such as Marcel Desailly, Pep
Guardiola and Gabriel Batistuta in
2003 and 2004 and Raúl González
in 2012. 

Even Brazil great Romário came
over to the tiny, oil-rich emirate to
play, if only for three games in 2003
at a reported cost of $1.5 million for
Al-Sadd, Qatar's biggest club. That
was before Qatar, in 2010, won the
right to host the 2022 World Cup. 

In that 12-year stretch, Xavi —
one of Spain's greatest players — was
the most famous soccer import, his

stint in the country lasting six years
and following a plan that saw him
take his coaching qualifications and
be a World Cup ambassador. 

He was a player for Al-Sadd
from 2015-19 and then coached the
team from 2019-21 before return-
ing to Barcelona as its coach.

ALESSANDRO DEL PIERO
Del Piero, the majestic Italy

World Cup-winning forward, is
comfortably the biggest name to
have played in Australian soccer
after his two years with Sydney FC
(2012-14) on what was described by
the club as the “largest profession-
al sporting contract in Australian
history” -- a reported $2 million a
season. 

Del Piero scored 24 goals in 48
games but, as a rare superstar to play
soccer in Australia, said his great-
est satisfaction was aiding the
growth of the game Down Under as
TV viewership and Sydney's atten-
dances swelled. 

A record 35,000 spectators
watched the 38-year-old Del Piero's
debut, Sydney's membership grew
beyond 10,000, and the club's chair-
man, Scott Barlow, said it lifted the
“A-League onto the world stage.” 

No other player, past or present,
in the A-League comes close to
matching Del Piero's gravitas — for-
mer Liverpool and England striker
Robbie Fowler had short stints at
two Australian clubs before the
Italian's arrival, and Dwight Yorke
spent a season at Sydney before that

— so, in a sense, it has been a missed
opportunity in a country where
rugby league and cricket is king. 

Australian soccer did get a
timely uplift at the recent World Cup
in Qatar when the national team
reached the last 16.

DIDIER DROGBA
In 2012, Chinese clubs made a

concerted push to attract top stars
to its highest league — the Chinese
Super League — after getting over
the fallout of a corruption scandal
that damaged its reputation. 

Not enough, though, to dis-
suade Didier Drogba to sign for
Shanghai Shenhua as perhaps the
biggest draw of this first batch of
leading players that also included
Nicolas Anelka. Drogba, then aged
34, was a huge deal at the time, not
least because the Ivory Coast strik-
er had just led Chelsea to its first
Champions League title by scoring
a late equalizer in regulation time
and then the clinching penalty in the
shootout of the 2012 final. 

Drogba called it a “leap into the
unknown,” with Shenhua chair-
man Zhu Jun willing to pay Drogba
a reported $300,000 a week to help
drag his team up the league and
Chinese soccer officials hoping it
would boost the country's hopes of
becoming a major global player.
Drogba lasted six months before
returning to Europe with
Galatasaray in a messy split and
China never has managed to com-
pete with Europe as a go-to league. 
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Hero MotoSports Team
Rally rider Sebastian

Buhler successfully completed
Stage 5 of the Dakar Rally
2023, finishing the 650km gru-
elling stretch with the 13th
fastest time here. The German
was the best among three Hero
riders competing in the event,
and was followed by Argentina's
Franco Caimi in 18th and
Botswana's Ross Branch in 21st
position in the Rally GP Class. 

Buhler and Branch had to
start later in the day towards
the back of the group due to the
time losses in the previous stage
but the duo negotiated the
sandy tracks and vast expans-
es of dunes and camel grass,
displaying fine manoeuvring

skills. The tracks were broken
and were made worse by com-
petitors who went earlier. But
Buhler rode well, finishing just
14 minutes behind the stage
winner, and improved his over-
all rank to 18th in his category.

"The stage was tough as it
was full of off-piste sections and
broken tracks. I started towards
the back of the group due to my
issues in the previous stage, so
the route was in a bad condition,
making it physically demanding.
Overall, the bike was running
well, so I had fun and I'm look-
ing forward to the coming
stages," said Buhler.
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MPranesh clinched the
title in the Rilton Cup,

the first tournament of the
FIDE Circuit, here to become
India 's  79th chess
Grandmaster. The 16-year-old
Pranesh crossed the 2500-
rating threshold and became
a GM, having completed his
three norms before the Rilton
Cup.

To become a GM, a play-
er has to secure three GM
norms and cross the live rat-

ing of 2,500 Elo points.
Seeded 22nd, the Indian made
a clean sweep of the field in
Stockholm, winning eight
games and finishing a full
point ahead of IM Kaan
Kucuksari (Sweden) and GM
Nikita Meshkovs (Latvia) as
the tournament concluded
late on Thursday.

He topped the standings
with eight points.  Tamil
Nadu player Pranesh topped
the charts in the tournament,
which brought together 136
players representing 29

national  federations.
Compatriot R Raja Rithvik, a
GM, finished eighth with six
points. Pranesh is now the
early leader of the FIDE
Circuit with 6.8 circuit points
that he gets for this victory.
The one who accumulates
the most points by the end of
the year qualifies for the 2024
FIDE Candidates.

He is  trained by
renowned coach RB Ramesh,
who said, "Pranesh is a very
practical player. Hard work-
ing, raw talent... 
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