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Biting cold gripped Delhi on
Sunday morning, as the

minimum temperatures
dipped to 5.3 degrees Celsius,
three notches less than the
normal, and chilly wind swept
across the national Capital. 

The mercury dropped to 3
degrees Celsius in the Ridge
area, 4.9 degrees Celsius below
normal, making it the coldest
place in the Capital.

Cold wave conditions con-
tinued in isolated pockets over
Punjab, Haryana, Delhi, and
northwest Rajasthan. 

The maximum tempera-
ture of the national Capital
dipped to 16.2 degrees Celsius,
five notches below  the aver-
age.

The city saw unusually
warm December till last week,
with the day and night tem-
peratures remaining above
normal. In the last week, how-
ever, the temperature started
to dip. The temperature is
likely to dip further in north,
northwest and central India.
The cold wave conditions is
likely to persist next five days.

However, the humidity in
the weather of the Capital on
Sunday at 8:30 am was record-
ed 97 per cent and 71 per cent
at 5:30 pm, at Delhi’s base sta-
tion, Safdurjung observatory,
according to the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD). 

The visibility at Palam
was 50 meter on Sunday
morning.

Continued on Page 2
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The Comptroller and
Auditor General of India

has expressed concern about
the  “risk of data tampering” in
the updation of the National
Register of  Citizens (NRC) for
Assam. The auditor has pinned
this apprehension of this anom-
aly on  “improper” software
development related to data
capture and correction during
the updation process of the cit-
izenship document.

A highly secure and reli-
able software was required to
be developed for the NRC
updation exercise, but during
the audit, “lack of proper plan-
ning in this regard” came to the
fore, the CAG has said in a
report which was tabled in the
Assam Assembly on Saturday.

The  updated final NRC,
which validates bonafide
Indian citizens of Assam, was
released on August 31, 2019,
with total of 3,11,21,004 names
included out of 3,30,27,661
applicants, though it is yet to be
notified. The CAG submitted a
report for the year ended in
2020, on the last day of the
Winter Session of the Assam
Assembly on Saturday.

Quoting from the report,
news agency PTI has said the
CAG has pointed out that 215
software utilities were added in

a “haphazard manner” to the
core software. It was done
“without following the due
process of either software
development or selection of
vendor through eligibility
assessment following a nation-
al tendering, it said.

“Haphazard development
of software and utilities for
NRC data capture and correc-
tion posed the risk of data tam-
pering, without leaving any
audit trail. The audit trail could
have ensured accountability
for the veracity of NRC data,”

the CAG report said. It main-
tained that the objective of
preparing a valid error-free
NRC has not been met despite
entailing huge expenditure to
the State exchequer.

According to the report,
there have been irregularities in
the utilisation of funds, includ-
ing excess and inadmissible
payments to vendors. The CAG
report on the compliance audit
of “logistical arrangements for
NRC updation project in
Assam”, recommended fixing
responsibility on erring author-

ities for the financial irregu-
larities and penal action against
M/s Wipro Limited, the system
integrator, for violating the
Minimum Wages Act.

The NRC was updated in
Assam under the supervision of
a Supreme Court bench. The
CAG report maintained that
the objective of preparing a
valid error-free NRC has not
been met despite entailing huge
expenditure to the State exche-
quer.

It noted that the initial
project cost was estimated at
�288.18 crore when the NRC
updation process commenced
in December 2014 and the
deadline for completion was set
for February 2015. The final
draft of the document was,
however, published in August
2019 and the project cost esca-
lated to �1,602.66 crore (an
expenditure of �1,579.78 crore
was reported), the CAG report
said.

It said a test check of
records by audit has revealed
“various irregularities in the
utilisation of funds including
excess and inadmissible pay-
ment to vendors”. The report
has recommended fixing of
responsibility and action
against the State Coordinator of
National Registration (SCNR)
for the excess, irregular and
inadmissible payments.

Continued on Page 2
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Days after troops of the two
countries clashed on the

border in Arunachal Pradesh
on December 9, Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi on
Sunday said China is ready to
work with India for the “steady
and sound growth” of bilater-
al ties.

He also said the two coun-
tries are committed to uphold-
ing stability at the border areas
where tensions have prevailed
since 2020.  Wang Yi was obvi-
ously referring to the stand-offs
at the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in Eastern Ladakh. 

Incidentally, Wang Yi, was
the first Chinese Minister to
visit India in March this year to
hold talks with his Indian
counterpart S Jaishankar since
the stand-offs started in May
2020.

India has all along main-
tained ties between the two
countries and it will only
become normal after the status
quo ante is restored there as
existing prior to May 2020
when the first face-off started
at the Pangong Tso (lake) and
soon triggered more flash
points at the LAC in Ladakh.

Addressing a symposium

on the international situation
and China’s foreign relations in
2022, Wang said both countries
have maintained communica-
tion through diplomatic and
military-to-military channels.

“China and India have
maintained communication
through the diplomatic and
military-to-military channels,
and both countries are com-
mitted to upholding stability in
the border areas,” said Wang,
who has been elevated to the
ruling Communist Party of
China’s (CPC) high-power
political bureau during the
recent party Congress.

“We stand ready to work
with India in the direction
toward steady and sound
growth of China-India rela-
tions,” he said at the sympo-
sium. Wang, along with

National Security Adviser
(NSA) Ajit Doval, is the Special
Representative of the India-
China boundary mechanism
which has remained dormant
in the present set of border
stand-offs.

In his lengthy address on
China’s diplomatic work, Wang
focused more on China’s trou-
bled ties with the US and bur-
geoning relations with Russia,
despite the Ukraine war.

He briefly touched on
India-China relations that have
been bogged down since April
2020 when China tried to
move a large number of its
troops to the disputed areas in
Easter Ladakh, resulting in a
prolonged military stand-off.

The two countries have
held 17 rounds of talks so far
to resolve the stand-off.  

The 17th round of the
India-China Corps
Commander Level Meeting
was held on December 20 dur-
ing which the two sides agreed
to stay in close contact and
maintain dialogue through mil-
itary and diplomatic channels
and work out a mutually
acceptable resolution of the
remaining issues at the earliest,
according to a joint Press
release issued after the talks.

Ever since the once-in-a-
five-year Congress of the CPC
in October which re-elected
President Xi Jinping for an
unprecedented third five-year
term, speculation is rife about
Beijing’s future course of India
policy, especially in 2023 and
whether it will normalise rela-
tions and restore stability at the
3,488-km long Line of Actual
Control (LAC) which has been
witnessing tensions between
the two militaries.

According to observers,
this month’s clash between
Indian and Chinese soldiers at
Yangtse in Arunachal Pradesh,
barely weeks after Xi began his
new term, spelled danger that
2023 too will end up as yet
another blank year in the bilat-
eral ties.

It was the first major clash
between the Indian and
Chinese armies since the fierce
face-off in the Galwan Valley in
June 2020 that marked the
most serious military conflict
between the two sides in
decades. 

Continued on Page 2
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A40-year-old man, who
returned from China  two

days back to Agra in UP via
Delhi, has been detected pos-
itive for Covid-19 following
which he has been isolated at
his home here.

Agra Chief Medical Officer
Arun Srivastava said his sam-
ples will be sent to Lucknow for
genome sequencing. The
Central Government has
already asked all the States to
ramp up genome sequencing of
the Covid cases to identify the
variants. BF.7, which has swept
China, is highly transmissible
and four cases have already
been reported from India so far
since July. 

Three are from Gujarat

and one is from Odisha. The
patients have fully recovered,
the officials in the Union
Health Ministry said.

“The man has been isolat-
ed at his home and teams of the
health department have been
asked to conduct tests of his
family members and those
who came in contact with
him,” Srivastava added.

Continued on Page 2
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CPN-Maoist Centre chair-
man Pushpa Kamal Dahal

“Prachanda” was on Sunday
appointed Nepal’s new Prime
Minister, after the former guer-
rilla leader dramatically broke
away from the five-party ruling
alliance led by the Nepali
Congress, ending the political
uncertainty after last month’s
general elections failed to pro-
duce a clear winner.

The surprise development
may not bode well for India-
Nepal ties as Prachanda and his
main backer KP Sharma Oli
have some run-ins with New
Delhi previously over territor-
ial issues.

Prachanda, the 68-year-
old leader of former
Communist rebels, was
appointed as the Prime

Minister of Nepal, according to
a statement issued by the
President’s Office here.

The President had called
any member of the House of
Representatives, who can gar-
ner a majority with support
from two or more parties as
stipulated in the Article 76
clause 2 of the Constitution to
submit a claim for the Prime
Minister’s post by 5 pm on
Sunday.
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Aday after film and televi-
sion actress Tunisha

Sharma allegedly committed
suicide by hanging herself on
the sets of her serial at Vasai’s
Naigaon area in the neigh-
bouring Palghar district, her
co-actor and  former boyfriend
Sheezan Mohammed Khan was
arrested on Sunday on charges
of abetting her suicide.

Twenty-year-old Tunisha,
who was allegedly found dead
in the toilet of lead co-actor
Sheezan, was shooting for her
ongoing serial “Ali Baba:
Dastaan-E-Kabul”, at Vasai
(East) when the incident took
place at around 2.30 pm. 

Acting on a complaint
lodged by Tunisha’s mother

Vanita Sharma, the Vasai police
arrested Sheezan under section
306 (abetment of suicide) of
IPC.  After his arrest, Sheezan
was produced before a Vasai
court which remanded to
police custody for four days.

Continued on Page 2
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Arickshaw puller or a
labourer will prove to be a

better bridegroom than an
alcoholic officer, Union
Minister of State for Housing
and Urban Affairs Kaushal
Kishore said as he appealed to
people not to get their daugh-
ters and sisters married to
alcoholics.

“The lifespan of an alco-
holic is very less,” Kishore rea-
soned, while addressing a pro-
gramme on de-addiction in
Lambhua assembly con-
stituency here on Saturday.

Narrating his personal
experience, he said, “When I as
an MP and my wife as an MLA
could not save the life of our
son, then how will the common
public do so.”

“My son (Akash Kishore)

was into the habit of consum-
ing alcohol with his friends. He
was admitted to a de-addiction
centre. Assuming that he will
quit the bad habit, he was
married after six months.
However, he started drinking
again after his marriage, and
that eventually led to his death. 

Continued on Page 2
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After juggling with contra-
dictory opinions and

changes in the Administrative
Ministry, a Parliamentary panel
has said the election of parlia-
mentarians to the Animal
Welfare Board of India (AWBI)
may not be construed as hold-
ing an office of profit.

The AWBI had requested
the Parliamentary Joint
Committee on Office of Profit
in December 2018 to examine
whether the election or nomi-
nation of lawmakers to the
board amounted to holding an
office of profit, thus leading to
their disqualification as mem-
bers of Parliament.

The committee, chaired by
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
MP Satya Pal Singh, has asked
the Ministry of Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry and
Dairying to take steps to
include the AWBI, a statutory
body that helps in the imple-
mentation of animal welfare

laws, in the exempted category
of the Parliament (Prevention of
Disqualification) Act, 1959.

Six members of
Parliament -- four from the
Lok Sabha and two from the
Rajya Sabha -- are elected or
nominated to the AWBI. But
no representation has been
made since 2007, the report of
the committee noted.

When the matter was
referred to the law ministry for
its opinion, the Department of
Legal Affairs had opined that
the election of members of
Parliament to the AWBI "may
not be considered as an 'office
of profit' and may not incur dis-
qualification in terms of Article
102(1)(a) of the Constitution of
India".

The Legislative
Department of the law ministry
gave a contradictory opinion,
saying the election of Lok Sabha
members to the AWBI "may
attract disqualification from
the angle of 'office of profit'," as
the board has the powers to dis-

burse funds to animal welfare
organisations.

Earlier, the AWBI came
under the purview of the
Ministry of Environment,
Forests and Climate Change,
but the administrative min-
istry was changed to the
Ministry of Agriculture in 2019
and later, to the Ministry of
Fisheries, Animal Husbandry
and Dairying.

The changes in the admin-
istrative ministry were con-
veyed to the committee by the
environment ministry when
its views were sought on the
contradictory opinions of the
Department of Legal Affairs
and the Legislative Department.

The Ministry of Fisheries,
Animal Husbandry and
Dairying informed the com-
mittee that the parliamentarians
elected or nominated to the
AWBI did not receive any hon-
orarium or grants, but were
entitled to daily allowances for
attending meetings of the board
in accordance with the Salary,

Allowances and Pensions of
Members of Parliament Act,
1954.

"After hearing the views,
the Committee concluded that
the Office of AWBI should not
be construed as an Office of
Profit as it is basically for the
welfare of animals," it said.

On the issue of the powers
of the AWBI to disburse funds,
the committee observed that
the funds were given for pin-
jarpoles, rescue homes, animal
shelters and sanctuaries.

"Financial assistance is pro-

vided to the Board to extend
assistance to animal welfare
organisations functioning in
the local area and to encourage
the animal welfare organisa-
tions in the local area, which
shall work under the overall
supervision and guidance of the
Board," it said.

The committee recom-
mended to the administrative
ministry to take steps for the
inclusion of the AWBI in the
exempted category of the
Parliament (Prevention of
Disqualification) Act.
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Acity court dismissed a plea
for a review of its

September 20 order that dis-
missed an intervention appli-
cation on the Qutub Minar
row, saying it is without mer-
its and the applicant had failed
to show sufficient grounds for
a review. It also said "a review
application cannot be allowed
to be an appeal in disguise".

The court was hearing a
plea moved by Kunwar
Mahender Dhwaj Pratap Singh,
who claimed that he was an
heir of the erstwhile ruler of the
"United Province of Agra" and
the owner of land parcels in
several cities in and around

Delhi, including the Qutub
Minar.  Singh argued that he
was a necessary party to an
appeal seeking the restoration
of Hindu and Jain deities in
what was claimed to be a tem-
ple inside the Qutub Minar
complex.

Singh had filed the review
application against the court
order that had dismissed the
plea on the ground of it being
"without merits".  "I am of the
considered opinion that the
applicant has failed to show any
sufficient ground for a review
of the order dated September
20, 2022. The application is
without merits and is, therefore,
dismissed and disposed of
accordingly," Additional

District Judge Dinesh Kumar
said.

The judge also said the fact
that Singh did not find the
court's observation in his
favour cannot be a ground for
a review of the order. The
court also rejected the argu-
ments that Singh would suffer
an irreparable loss and injury
due to its earlier order and that
his claim pertained to a "con-
stitutional dispute".

"The court has already
held that the applicant is nei-
ther a necessary nor proper
party. Therefore, any grievance
of the applicant regarding the
said finding cannot be a
ground to review the order," it
said.  The judge also trashed

Singh's arguments that the
Centre and the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI) had filed
"evasive replies" and did not
disclose his status in their
replies.

"The order of the court was
not based only on the reply of
the Union of India or the
appellants and the order was
passed after considering the
submission of the applicant,
which was considered to be not
sufficient to implead him as a
party in the present appeal," the
judge said. The other grounds
put forward by Singh were
also unable to show an error in
the earlier order, the judge
said, adding that the court
cannot review the said order

again just to find out whether
another view is possible.

"In the present case, as the
record would reveal, the appli-
cant has not shown even one
ground in the entire applica-
tion or during the arguments
as to why this court has to
review the above-mentioned
order," the judge said. He fur-
ther said the power of review
can be used by a court if there
is an error apparent on the face
of the record and not because
of an erroneous decision.

"Thus, it is a settled posi-
tion of law that when a party is
aggrieved by an order or judg-
ment on the ground that it is
erroneous, the only remedy
available is to question the

said order in the appeal and a
review application cannot be
allowed to be an appeal in dis-
guise," the judge added.

The appeal in the present
case is against a trial court
order that dismissed a suit
filed by advocate Hari Shankar
Jain on behalf of Jain deity
Tirthankar Lord Rishabh Dev,
claiming that 27 temples were
partly demolished by Qutb
ud-Din Aibak, a general in the
army of Muhammad Ghori,
and the Quwwat-ul-Islam
mosque was raised inside the
complex by re-using the mate-
rial.

The suit had sought the
restoration and worshipping
rights of the presiding deities of

the 27 temples, along with the
performance of regular "puja"
within the alleged temple situ-
ated in the Qutub Minar com-
plex.

The suit had also sought a

decree of mandatory injunc-
tion, seeking directions to the
government to create a trust
and hand over the management
and administration of the tem-
ple complex to it.
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In view of the rising Covid-
19 cases in China, Brazil,

United States and Japan, the
district health department
issued a fresh advisory to the
Government as well as private
hospitals to make proper
arrangements to deal with
Covid cases.

According to the health
officials, the situation is not
panicked yet but they advised
people to get their booster
dose and avoid social gather-
ings and not visit abroad and
even not travel domestically
unnecessarily.

"We have directed all gov-
ernment-run hospitals in
Gurugram to establish a flu
corner and if someone devel-
oped symptoms of acute res-
piratory their RT-PCR and
Antigen test will be done.
Such people will be isolated,"
Virender Yadav, chief medical
officer (CMO) Gurugram
said.

"If we found any case we
will focus on the five-fold
strategy of test-track-treat-

vaccination and follow. Apart
from this, the samples of
cases positive will be sent to
a Delhi-based laboratory for
genome sequence," he said.
The CMO said We have also
directed 50 plus bed hospitals
to conduct dry runs of PSA
and oxygen plants amid spike
in covid cases.

Meanwhile, 02 covid cases
were reported in Gurugram

on Sunday. The Covid-19
tally in Gurugram has now
risen to 3,01,183 according to
the official daily health bul-
letin. A total of 3,00,136 have
been cured and discharged
including 01 on Sunday.

Gurugram now has 16
active cases, all are in-home
isolat ion.The distr ict 's
COVID toll reached 1,031
officials said.
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From Page 1
Dense to very dense fog

prevailed over certain parts of
the National Capital Region
and States of Haryana, Punjab,
west Uttar Pradesh and north
Rajasthan. Foggy conditions
will persist in these areas over
the next few days, the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD) forecast. The Najafgarh
and Pitampura observatories
registered the highest mini-
mum temperature at 7.9
degrees celsius. It was a part-
ly cloudy sky on Sunday
morning with moderate fog
enveloping the city. Some
places experienced cold wave
conditions, IMD said.

The weathermen said a
cold wave is considered when
the minimum temperature in
the city drops lower than 4.5
degrees celsius below the nor-
mal.

According to the data

released by the weather sta-
tion, the observatories at,
Ayanagar, Palam, and Lodhi
Road recorded minimum tem-
peratures of 3.5 degrees
Celsius, 6 degrees Celsius, and
5 degrees Celsius respectively.

The adjoining States of
the national Capital witnessed
the season's first cold day as
the maximum temperature in
Gurugram was settled at 15.3
degrees Celsius, Manesar
recorded 15.0 degrees Celsius,
Delhi Airport 14.2 degrees
Celsius while Safdarjung
missed it as the maximum
temperature is 16.2 degrees
Celsius. Post-sunset, the tem-
perature is nearing single dig-
its which is below 10 degrees
Celsius.

In the plains, the IMD
declared a cold wave if the
minimum temperature dips to
4 degrees Celsius. A cold wave
is also expected when the

minimum temperature is 10
degrees Celsius or below and
is 4.5 notches below normal. A
"severe" cold wave is when the
minimum temperature dips to
two degrees Celsius or the
departure from normal is
more than 6.4 degrees Celsius.
When the minimum temper-
ature is less than or equal to 10
degrees Celsius and the max-
imum temperature is at least
4.5 degrees Celsius below the
normal, it is said to be a "cold
day".

Skymet, vice president
Mahesh Palawat, said the
north-westerly wind will con-
tinue for a few more days in
the national Capital as the
maximum temperature is also
likely to drop further. As per
the IMD official, the city will
witness the cold wave on
December 26, as the minimum
temperature is likely to dip to
4-degrees celsius and the max-

imum temperature will settle
at 19  degrees celsius.

“From December 27 to
29, the shallow fog will hover
over the Capital with the min-
imum temperature dipping to
5 degree celsius and the max-
imum temperature will be
recorded 21 degrees celsius,”
he said.

“On the last day of the
year, December 31, the Capital
will witness dense fog with the
minimum temperature likely
to be recorded at 6 degrees cel-
sius and the maximum will go
up to 20 degrees celsius,” an
IMD official added.

The shallow fog reduces
the visibility to 999m to 500m,
while the moderate fog limits
it to 499m to 200m. However,
the dense fog reduces the vis-
ibility to 199m to 50m and the
very dense fog further
decrease the visibility to less
than 50m.

From Page 1
The FIR registered on the

complaint filed by the moth-
er of the deceased actress
stated that Tunisha and
Sheezan —both of whom were
starring as co-actors in serial
“Ali Baba: Dastaan-E-Kabul”
— were in a relationship for
some time. They had broken
up little over a fortnight ago.

The incident came to light
during the tea break. As the
actress did not come out of the
toilet for a long time, the police
— who rushed to the scene
after one of television produc-
tion officials complained —
broke open the toilet door to
find the actress was found

hanging. She was declared dead
soon after she was rushed to a
nearby hospital.

The post-mortem con-
ducted on Tunisha at the
State–run JJ Hospital on
Sunday morning indicated
that she died of asphyxiation,
There were no injury marks
on her body.  The police said
Tunisha was under extreme
stress after her break-up.

Apart from recording the
statement of the deceased
actress’ mother, the police
have also recorded statements
of 14 people — all of them
associated with the television
serial that the actress was
shooting with Sheezan in con-

nection with the case. The
police are looking into
Tunisha’s death both from the
angle of suicide and mueder.   

Born in 2002 in
Chandigarh, Tunisha had
started her career at the age of
14 as a child actress the Sony
TV show 'Bharat Ka Veer
Putra — Maharana Pratap',
where she played the role of
Chand Kanwar. She went act
in several shows and Hindi
movies. Among other things,
she had worked in shows like
'Ishq Subhan Allah', 'Gabbar
Poonchwala', 'Sher-e-Punjab:
Maharaja Ranjit Singh', and
'Chakravartin Ashoka Samrat'.

She also acted in

Bollywood movies l ike
'Fitoor', 'Baar Baar Dekho',
'Kahaani 2: Durga Rani Singh',
and 'Dabangg 3'. In her com-
plaint lodged with the police,
Tunisha’s mother blamed
Sheezan for the alleged suicide
by her daughter. Twenty-
eight-year-old Sheezan, who is
being investigated for abet-
ment to suicide, is known for
his role as young Akbar in
Jodha Akbar and now as Ali
Baba in Ali Baba: Dastaan-E-
Kabul.  Sheezan had begun his
acting career in 2013 in Jodha
Akbar. As recently as on
December 13, Sheezan had
taken to his social media to
share a photograph with

Tunisha with a caption “Don’t
Look Back!!” The photograph
was from their “Ali Baba...”
serial set.

Earlier on December 9,
Tunisha had celebrated her
friend Falaq Naazz’s birthday
with Sheezan Khan. On
November 19, Tunisha shared
her photograph which
Sheezan on her Instagam pro-
file in which he was seen lift-
ing her up. Tunisha heaped
praise on Sheezan in the cap-
tion by saying: “Verified
Happy International Men’s
Day to the Man who lifts me
up just like this! The most
hardworking, passionate,
wildly enthusiastic, and the

most beautiful Man in my life!
You don’t know what you are
and that’s the most beautiful
part. @sheezan9?? It’s time to
recognize and honour the
contributions and sacrifices
that a man makes for his
family and society! Happy
International Men’s Day to all
the amazing men out
there!?????? (sic).”

Earlier, on Sheezan’s birth-
day on September 9, Tunisha
posted a photograph of them
were seen laughing their
hearts out while lying on the
ground, dressed like their
characters. Tunisha termed
Sheezan ‘love’ in the caption
of the post.

From Page 1
The commissioner and

secretary, the political depart-
ment, and the Government of
Assam, was designated as the
SCNR to carry out the NRC
updation exercise.
Mentioning non-adherence
to the Minimum Wages Act in
payment to operators by M/s
Wipro Limited as revealed
during its audit, the CAG
recommended penal action
against the system integrator.

“Accountability of the
SCNR, as a principal employ-
er, should also be fixed for not
ensuring compliance with the
MW Act,” the report added.
Assam, which had faced an
inf lux of  people from
Bangladesh since the early
20th century, is the only State
having an NRC which was
first prepared in 1951. Risk of
data tampering in Assam’s
NRC updation process: CAG
report.

From Page 1
The ties between the two countries

froze since then, with India making it clear
that peace and tranquillity at the border
is the sine qua non for the overall devel-
opment of bilateral ties.

The PLA’s move at Yangtse taking place

after the completion of disengagement
from many friction points was seen as the
reflection of the dilemma prevailing in the
Chinese political and military ranks on
how to deal with India which is on polit-
ical ascendency internationally.

In his address on Sunday, Wang spoke

about China’s opposition to “bloc con-
frontation”.  Beijing has been opposing the
formation of the Quad alliance compris-
ing the US, India, Australia and Japan, as
well as the AUKUS alliance of the US,
Australia, and the UK. China claims that
such blocs are aimed at containing its rise.

From Page 1
“Two years ago, on October 19, when Akash passed away, his son was barely two years old," the Union Minister said.
Kaushal Kishore told the gathering, "I could not save my son, due to which his wife became a widow. You must save

your daughters and sisters from this."  "In the freedom movement, 6.32 lakh people had sacrificed their lives fighting the
British in a span of 90 years, while due to addiction, every year around 20 lakh people die," the Minister noted.

The MP from Mohanlalganj Lok Sabha constituency in Uttar Pradesh also said around 80 per cent of the cancer deaths
are due to addiction to tobacco, cigarettes and 'bidi'.  He urged the audience and other organisations to be a part of the de-
addiction programme, and save their families.  The Minister added that in order to make the district addiction-free, the de-
addiction campaign should be taken to all schools, and during the morning prayers itself, advice regarding this should be
given to the children. 

From Page 1
The man returned to

Agra from China via Delhi on
December 23 following which
he was tested at a private lab.
The report came out positive
for Covid, he added.

This is the first Covid
positive case in the district
detected after November 25,
officials said. Amid a surge in
Covid cases in some coun-
tries, including China, the
Centre has ramped up its
anti-coronavirus measures.
The Centre had said the RT-
PCR test would be made
mandatory for passengers
from China, Japan, South
Korea,  Singapore,  and
Thailand and asked States to
conduct a mock drill on
December 27 to ensure the

readiness of health facilities
including medical oxygen
generation plants.

Meanwhile, the health
department in Agra began
screening and collecting sam-
ples of foreign tourists at Taj
Mahal, Agra Fort and Akbar's
Tomb.

Besides, samples are also
being collected at the Agra
airport, railway station and
Inter Bus Terminal (ISBT),
officials said.

"Sample collections at
Sarojani  Naidu Medical
College, District Hospital and
Primary and Community
Health Centres in rural Agra
have been initiated with pri-
ority. Those who have symp-
toms of cold, cough and fever
can visit the health centres to

undergo Covid test," CMO
added.

Srivastava added,
"Residents are being asked to
wear masks and maintain
social distance at public
places.  They have been
advised to use hand sanitiser
and follow Covid guidelines
to avoid the infection.
Besides, residents are advised
to get their precaution dose of
Covid-19."

People can contact the
health department's helpline
numbers 0562-2600412,
9458569043 regarding any
queries on the disease, offi-
cials said.

As a preventive measure,
India has already started ran-
dom coronavirus testing of
international arriving passen-

gers at Delhi airport. Two per
cent of passengers arriving in
each international flight will be
subject to random coronavirus
testing at airports from
Saturday. Such travellers in
each flight shall be identified
by the airlines concerned and
after submitting the sample,
passengers will be allowed to
leave the airport.   

Union Health Minister
Dr Mansukh Mandaviya has
said, "RT-PCR test is manda-
tory for international pas-
sengers coming from China,
Japan, South Korea, Hong
Kong  and Thailand. On
arrival, if any passenger from
these countries is found
symptomatic or tests positive
for Covid-19, then he or she
will be put under quarantine."
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Hundreds thronged church-
es across the national

Capital for Christmas festivities
on Sunday after two years of
muted celebrations in the shad-
ow of the Covid pandemic
with people seeking to find a
balance between rituals and
precautions.

Colourful lights, Christmas
trees, buntings and balloons
decked up street corners, mar-
kets and public areas as people
from all religions and cultures
celebrated the festival with
food and music.

Christmas this year comes
amid a low number of Covid
cases. However, church-goers
exercised caution considering
the surge in infections in some
countries. Most churches urged
the people to wear masks and
follow Covid-appropriate
behaviour. "It (crowd) was dou-
ble the number we witnessed
last year. There are no harsher
curbs like the previous two
years. So, the number has obvi-
ously gone up," a spokesperson
of the Roman Catholic
Archdiocese of Delhi said.

"However, we urged people
to wear masks and maintain
social distance considering

cases are rising in some coun-
tries," he said. An administra-
tion official at the Roman
Catholic Archdiocese of Delhi
said though people turned out
in big numbers this time, most
of them observed Covid-
appripriate behaviour. The pan-
demic had put a halt to big
congregations with most
churches hosting socially dis-
tanced celebrations for two
years.In 2020, churches in
Delhi held multiple masses on
December 24-25, where a lim-

ited number of people were
admitted through online reg-
istration to ensure social dis-
tancing. Though there were no
restrictions on the number of
visitors last year, fewer people
reached churches amid con-
cern over the Omicron variant
of the coronavirus.

Restaurants and Cafes are
also ready to greet Christmas
celebrations this year. However,
owners of several restaurants
and cafes and their associations
feel, the "worst is behind them",

hoping that their businesses
will once again thrive as "it is
beginning to look a lot like
Christmas again". Some own-
ers said although there has
been a bit of a scare after coro-
navirus cases were reported in
some countries, as far as book-
ings for Christmas and New
Year were concerned, they were
back to pre-Covid numbers.

The Centre has urged all
states and Union Territories to
gear up the whole genome
sequencing of positive samples

to keep track of emerging vari-
ants amid a spike in Covid
cases in Japan, South Korea,
Brazil, China and the US.

In Connaught Place,
restaurants like Diggin Cafe,
Zen Cafe, Farzi Cafe, Out of the
Box Cafe, Warehouse Cafe and
many other restaurants have
put up Christmas-themed dec-
oration, and toy shops and
apparel brands in the old
British-era shopping arcade
are also wooing customers for
festive shopping.
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The year 2022 was the most
significant and successful

year for Arvind Kejriwal and
his party Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) as it ended the 15 years
rule of the BJP in the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD).
The party not only won the
important state election in
Punjab Assembly polls but also
received national party status
this year — within 10 years of
coming into being.

The AAP has ended the
15-year-long regime of the BJP
in the MCD and is about to
form a double-engine govern-
ment in the national capital.
The party will have full control
over almost all the major sec-
tors of Delhi including Health,
Infrastructure, Environment,
Education, etc.

There were multiple factors
that worked in the favour of
AAP, and against the BJP,
which won only 104 seats. City
residents were dissatisfied with
the BJP over its inability to
manage civic services effi-

ciently, while AAP built a rep-
utation of maintaining quality
social infrastructure.  Voter
turnout barely crossed 50%
overall; it was around 40% in
upscale wards and even high-
er in unauthorised colonies
that lacked civic infrastructure. 

The mounting problem of
solid waste in the capital city’s
three landfills, in Okhla,
Bhalswa and Ghazipur, was a
major poll issue raised by AAP,
in turn putting the BJP on the
defensive. Political experts say
AAP’s silence on communal

violence in the national capital,
and protests on issues such as
the Citizenship (Amendment)
Act led to the desertion of
Muslims from the party, and
their shifting to the Congress. 

The other major achieve-
ment for the AAP is getting the
status of the national party, as
it formed the government in
Delhi and Punjab. 

The Punjab assembly elec-
tion victory was Arvind
Kejriwal's first outside of Delhi
where the AAP formed the
government. It won approxi-

mately 92 seats in the 117-
member Punjab assembly, fol-
lowed by the Congress with 18
seats and Shiromani Akali Dal
with three.

The Party gained a strong
79% majority in the sixteenth
Punjab Legislative Assembly by
winning 92 out of 117 seats in
March 2022. Punjab, the party
managed to win due to infight-
ing in the Congress leadership.

On the other hand, the
AAP received 6.77 percent
votes in the Goa assembly
polls held earlier this year in
march and secured nearly 13
percent votes and won five seats
in the Gujarat assembly polls. 

The results of the Gujarat
assembly polls was not on its
expected line as Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal has expected
to form the government in the
state.

The core issue for AAP
right now is the lack of origi-
nality, which used to be its
strength once upon a time. The
absence of a strong and pro-
nounced ideology is no more a
blessing but an obstacle. The

party fulfilled the important
criteria of getting the status of
the national party which is
receiving more than 6 percent
of the valid votes polled in the
Legislative Assembly or Lok
Sabha elections.

“There are very few parties
in the country which have the
status of a national party...
People are surprised when they
hear this (that we are a nation-
al party so soon). We ran a very
positive campaign. 

We only spoke about our
work. This is what makes us
different from other parties. We
are decent, honest, and patri-
otic people,” thundered AAP
national convener and supremo
Arvind Kejriwal, on this occa-
sion. 

To expand the AAP,
Kejriwal will also have to
decide on his rival. The AAP
will perform better where
either the Congress or region-
al parties are weak or facing
strong anti-incumbency fac-
tors. Kejriwal will have  to set
targets for the states where BJP
is not strong. 
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In view of a surge in Covid-19
cases in some countries, offi-

cials will physically visit all
Government hospitals in Delhi
and ascertain their prepared-
ness to deal with any eventual-
ity, authorities said on Sunday.

In pursuance of the Central
Government's directions, a
mock drill will be conducted
across all city Government hos-
pitals on Tuesday. 

Delhi Health Secretary
Amit Singla chaired a meeting
with all district magistrates on
Sunday morning and directed
them to visit all hospitals and
prepare an inventory of beds
and equipment available there,
a district official said.

"From Monday onwards,
we are going to physically assess
the situation at the government
hospitals with regard to the
availability of beds, oxygen
cylinders, ventilators etc. These
details will be available on a
Delhi government portal for
public viewing from Tuesday,"

another official said. The Delhi
government's coronavirus dash-
board was last updated on
December 12.

"Real-time data will be
available on the portal from
Tuesday," the official quoted
above said. An official from the
northeast district said testing is
likely to be ramped up soon. At
present around 2,500 to 3,000
tests are being conducted in the
entire city.

"Meetings are being held
with resident welfare organisa-
tions and non-government
organisations. They are being
asked to create awareness about
the emerging situation.  "We are
likely to launch a door-to-door
drive to provide booster doses
to vulnerable populations," the
official said.

A northwest district offi-
cial said they are asking every-
one to follow Covid-appropri-
ate behaviour -- maintaining at
least two-feet distance, using
masks, avoiding crowded places
etc. A southeast Delhi district
official said the situation does-

n't seem alarming right now,
but "we are completely pre-
pared". "We are also going to
collate bed availability data at
private hospitals which had
played a key role in handling
the situation during previous
Covid waves," he said. 

On Thursday, Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal had
said the new Omicron sub-vari-
ant BF.7 of the coronavirus
that is causing a surge in cases
in some countries has not been
detected in Delhi so far and that
his government is fully geared
up to tackle any eventuality.

He had also issued instruc-
tions to send all positive cases
for genome sequencing,
increase precaution dose cov-
erage and manpower in hospi-
tals.

He had directed officials to
take prior approval for pro-
curement of essential items
needed and inspect machines in
all hospitals. The CM had
asserted that they are self-suf-
ficient in terms of oxygen avail-
ability and storage.
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The Genestrings Diagnostic
Centre, the Covid-19 testing

facility at the Indira Gandhi
International airport said as
many as 110 international pas-
sengers were tested randomly
on Saturday at the Delhi airport
the first day after India restart-
ed random sampling of 2 per
cent of foreign arrivals. 

Genestrings Diagnostic
Centre’s lab at the Delhi airport
resumed testing which was oth-
erwise stopped after restric-
tions were taken off at the
Delhi international airport, for
the inbound passengers. The
passengers will have to under-
go random Covid testing post
arrival at the airport.
Genestrings Diagnostic Centre
on Sunday said it has increased
the number of lab technicians at
the facility to ensure timely
reporting of test results.

In a statement on Sunday,
Genestrings said that on an
average, 25,000 travellers arrive
at the Indira Gandhi
International Airport (IGIA)
here and out of them, 500 ran-
dom passengers are being test-
ed. By the end of the first day on
Saturday, Genestrings had con-
ducted approximately 110 tests.
"We have increased the man-
power of lab technicians at the

facility to ensure availability
and timely reporting along with
being fully prepared for COVID
management," Gauri Agarwal,
Founder of Genestrings, said.
After submitting samples for
random testing, travellers will be
allowed to leave the airport.

“The timely decision by
the Health Ministry and the
Ministry of Civil Aviation
(MoCA) to start the random
testing at the airport is a much-
needed prevention measure that
will curb the spread of infection
in the country. 

We have increased the man-
power of lab technicians at the
facility to ensure availability
and timely reporting along with
being fully prepared for COVID
management,” said Dr  Agarwal
said.

Genestrings Chief
Operating Officer Chetan Kohli
told PTI that manpower will be
ramped up further depending
on the demand. 

Earlier, when these tests
were in place for arriving inter-
national passengers,
Genestrings had a strength of
around 850 at the airport, he
added. Currently, there are
around 40 people, including lab
technicians and data entry oper-
ators.

Genestrings was the first lab
in the country during the pan-
demic to not only establish an
RT-PCR testing lab at any
International Airport but deliv-
er RT-PCR results in 4 hours,
when even the developed
nations were taking 24-48 hours
for the results.
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Delhi jailed Minister
Satyendar Jain will now

live like a common prisoner in
Delhi's Tihar Jail after videos of
him enjoying body massages in
his cell emerged on social
media. After getting a massage,
special food and VIP treatment
in Tihar, Jain will not be
allowed any visitors for the next
15 days.  

Sources said all the privi-
leges that the jailed AAP
Minister had been enjoying
have also been withdrawn. 

The table and chair that
were visible in some of the viral
videos have also been removed.
Jain, who has been in jail since
June,  in a money laundering
case against him has found
himself in the eye of a political
storm over leaked videos show-
ing him getting special treat-
ment in jail. During the MCD

polls, several videos leaked on
social media, showing VIP
treatment to him in the jail.
The videos showed the minis-
ter getting a massage, special
food, and having visitors in his
cell. According to sources, the
decision to reduce his privileges
was taken in the last few days. 

The Inquiry Committee
constituted to look into the alle-
gations regarding the VVIP
treatment provided to Jain,
found that the latter violated
norms and rules of the prison

and misused his official posi-
tion and authority, which
enabled him to enjoy special
treatment/facilities in the jail. 

The report by the com-
mittee, comprising principal
secretaries of the Delhi gov-
ernment's Home, Law and
Vigilance departments, has
noted collusion on the part of
the senior jail officials, includ-
ing the then Director General
Sandeep Goel and the sus-
pended Jail Superintendent
Ajit Kumar in the AAP's min-
ister's matter. 

“Jain, a Tihar inmate and
Minister in Kejriwal govern-
ment, violated the norms and
rules of the prison and misused
his official position and author-
ity, which enabled him to enjoy
special treatment/facilities in
the jail. At least 5inmates
namely, Rinku (POCSO
accused), Afsar Ali, Manish
(POCSO accused), Sonu Singh,

and Dilip Kumar were pres-
surised by the Jail administra-
tion (including Jail
Superintendent, Jail Warden,
and Jail Munshi) to provide
“special services” to Minister
Satyendar Jain.

This means that a retinue
of Jail officials including,
Wardens, Munshis, and other
staff were involved in the ser-
vice of  Jain,” the report said.
Against this backdrop, the min-
ister had even approached a
Delhi court seeking directions
to restrain media from running
any video footage from inside
his prison cell.

The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) had then
affirmed before the court that
it had no role in leaking the
videos of Jain, including the
one where he was seen receiv-
ing massage by a fellow pris-
oner, who is an accused in a
rape case, inside his prison cell.
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Ahead of the G20 summit
next year, a total of 42 loca-

tions has been identified by the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) in five zones to
start the construction and
revamping work of the
Community Toilet Complexes
(CTCs) and Public Toilets
(PTs).  As part of the prepara-
tions of the summit, the civic
body has also decided to beau-
tify parks, illuminate trees and
instal public art at many loca-
tions in Delhi.

Informing about the zones
identified by the Corporation,
a senior MCD official said
that the new construction and
repair work of CTCs/PTs
would be carried out in five
zones that are Karol Bagh
Zone, South Zone, Central

Zone, Shahdara South Zone,
and City SP Zone.“These
Zones have been marked as
important zones as per the
tourist attractions and large
footfall,” he underlined.

“All five Zonal Deputy
Commissioners have been
instructed to furnish the details
regarding locations for new
CTCs/PTs and repair work
along with the estimated cost.
All the newly constructed
community toilet complex-
es/Public Toilets would be

equipped with modern ameni-
ties,” he said.

“Till date, approximately 42
locations have been identified
in these five zones where new
construction and repair work
would be carried out, and fur-
thermore, new locations would
be added to the list as per zonal
requirements,” a senior MCD
official stated. “Emphasis
would also be given to
CTCs/PTs in the other seven
zone of MCD. 

The work is targeted to
complete before G20 foreign
ministers meet in March 2023,”
he said. He told that the
Commissioner of MCD,
Gyanesh Bharti directed all
concerned officials to ensure
that all the public
toilets/Community toilets in
the jurisdiction of MCD should
be in spick and span.
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The AAP MLAs and newly
elected councilors after the

landslide victory in MCD elec-
tions paid their tribute to Pandit
Madan Mohan Malviya on
Sunday.

“BJP going against Pandit
Madan Mohan Malviya's ideol-
ogy by favouring China in
trade. Only Chief Minister
Arvind Kejriwal living up to Pt
Malviya's dreams; his belief that
only quality education can
empower nation matches the
belief of the Kejriwal Govt. 

Pt Malviya wanted safety for
women in whole country and
self-employment for young-
sters. All Municipal Councillors
of AAP are going to make sure
that they give their best to
serve public." said AAP leader

Somnath Bharti said.After wel-
coming all guests, Somnath
Bharti shared his valuable and
intellectual speech with every-
one present during the pro-
gramme. 

Bharti said in his state-
ment that Mahamana Pandit
Madan Mohan Malaviya Ji was
a great social worker, politician
and educational reformer. "He
wanted to make each and every
citizen of India educated so that
India would be able to reach
heights of success and every-
thing that a country and people’s

desires. The people of India are
not standing on the expectations
of Mahamana Pandit Madan
Mohan Malaviya Ji. He wanted
a place where there would be
safety for the women in the
whole country. He wanted self
employment to be there for the
youngsters," he said. “The citi-
zens of India have always want-
ed that there should be a gov-
ernment body which would be
working for the growth of the
citizens of the country. 

He said that earlier import
of the foreigner trade worldwide
was around 25 per cent and now
it is more than 80 per cent, and
China has been playing the big
role of supplying their products
in India which has decreased the
number of the production and
innovation in the country,”
Bharti said.
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Delhi Metro services on the
Magenta line were briefly

suspended on Sunday after a
drone carrying medical sup-
plies fell on the tracks.

“Magenta Line Update
Services are not available
between Jasola Vihar Shaheen
Bagh to Botanical Garden due
to security reason. Normal ser-
vices on all other lines,” Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation tweet-
ed around 2.50 pm.

The drone fell on the metro
track near Delhi’s Jasola Vihar.
Due to this, metro service
from Jasola Vihar, Shaheen
Bagh to Botanical Garden was
disrupted.Delhi Police said
operations were suspended as
a drone carrying medical sup-
plies had fallen on the metro
track near Jasola Vihar. 
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More than 70 personnel
have featured in posters of

various awareness campaigns
run by the Delhi Police as a
reward for their good work,
investigations and humanitar-
ian acts, officials said.

One can easily spot these
posters at metro stations like
IIT, Sarojini Nagar, Ashram,
INA, GK, ITO and Panchsheel
among others in which the fea-
tured personnel can be seen
alerting the masses on cyber or
other types of fraud.

According to officials, it
was Delhi Police
Commissioner Sanjay Arora's
idea to make these policemen
and women the face of the
force's awareness campaign as
a reward for their outstanding
work. One such poster is aimed
at encouraging senior citizens

to register themselves with
Delhi Police's portal for the
team to visit them and carry
out the security audits of the
societies they are living in.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (PRO) Suman Nalwa
said police personnel are being
featured as models for aware-
ness campaigns in the print

media as well. There is a 360-
degree campaign going on for
this whole drive. "It is one of
our unique initiatives through
which we are not only taking
our message to Delhiites but at
the same time boosting the
morale of our own men and
women in uniform," she said.
"Their (featured personnel)

feedback has been amazing in
the sense that they feel like a
celebrity. Their families feel
proud and children show them
in their schools. This has given
them a recognition at a larger
platform since we showcase
their work on social media as
well," Nalwa said.

"Many among them have
also received international
acclaim as well. So overall, the
impact has been very positive
and very motivating," she
added. This initiative was kick-
started early this month with its
focus on cautioning the mass-
es against cyber scams.

The Delhi Police will con-
tinue this style of communica-
tion in the near future as well,
an officer said.  According to a
senior police officer, Delhi
Police's PRO department is
fully equipped with its own stu-
dio where they carry out

recordings and photo shoots.
Head Constable Gurpreet Gaur
who has been featured in one
such billboard at Pancsheel
metro station said ever since
her poster has come up, she
feels like a celebrity.

"It feels good when your
work is rewarded. When my
children saw an advertisement
in the print media featuring me
they were very happy and
excited. They even shared this
news with their teachers and
friends in school," she said.

"They told me how proud
they feel. We are known by our
work but now even senior offi-
cers of my district know me
well. I feel motivated and
encouraged to do even more,"
she said. Gaur, who has been
posted in the south district of
the force, has been rewarded
for tracing 92 missing children
in the span of six months. 
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As Covid cases rise in neigh-
bouring China, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi on
Sunday asked people to take
precautions against the viral
infection and be safe.

Addressing this year’s last
edition of his monthly radio
programme,  Mann ki Baat, the
Prime Minister asked people to
be vigilant while participating
in the year-end festivities.

"You are also seeing that
corona is increasing in many
countries of the world, so we
have to take more care of pre-
cautions like masks and hand
washing. If we are careful, then
we will also be safe and there

will be no hindrance in our
enjoyment," said Modi. He
extended Christmas greetings
to all citizens. The Prime

Minister spoke at length about
Ayurveda and Yoga and sought
that Ayurveda should provide
"evidence-based treatment" to

respond to fit in the standards
set by the west. He said Yoga
has influenced global health
and its positive impact has
been globally proven and firm-
ly recognized.The Prime
Minister noted that the latest
research of Mumbai’s Tata
Memorial Center shows that
yoga is effective for patients
with breast cancer.

“As per the center, regular-
ly practicing Yoga brought a 15
percent reduction in the recur-
rence of the disease among
patients," he said. The Prime
Minister stressed the evidence-
based research in Ayurveda
and spoke about Ayurveda
Congress in Goa which he
attended recently.

"Even in the Ayurveda
Congress, I reiterated the point
for evidence-based research to
the Ayurveda experts gath-
ered from all over the world.
The way we all are seeing the
power of Yoga and Ayurveda in
this time of the Corona global
pandemic, evidence-based
research related to these will
prove to be very significant. 

“I also urge you that if you
have any information about
such efforts related to Yoga,
Ayurveda, and our traditional
treatment methods, then do
share them on social media", he
said.

The Prime Minister said
the outgoing year, 2022, has
been inspirational to India in

many ways. “India carved out
a special place for itself in the
world with its incredible vac-
cination doses of over 220
crores and the country becom-
ing the fifth largest global
economy," he said. 

The country also achieved
the “magical" export figure of
USD 400 billion (one bil-
lion=100 crore) and made new
strides in space, defence and
drone sectors, he added and
also highlighted its achieve-
ments in sports.

The Prime Minister also
said the year 2022 also  "script-
ed another historic moment —
the Har Ghar Tiranga cam-
paign in August. This Amrit
Mahotsav will continue with

the same spirit next year too
and it will strengthen the foun-
dation of Amrit Kaal,"  he
said.

He also paid tribute to for-
mer Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee on his birth anniver-
sary. " PM Vajpayee took India
to newer heights in every sec-
tor including education, foreign
policy and the field of infra-
structure," Modi said.

“Stating that India has
managed to successfully erad-
icate diseases like smallpox,
polio and guinea worm, Modi
said in the last few years, we
have overcome many major
challenges in the health sector.

“The entire credit for this
goes to our medical experts,

scientists, and the willpower of
the countrymen. Now, I would
like to bring your attention to
another challenge which is on
the verge of vanquishing —
Kala Azar (visceral leishmani-
asis)," he said. The Prime
Minister said till recently, the
scourge of Kala-azar had
spread in more than 50 districts
across 4 states. 

"But now this disease is
confined to only 4 districts of
Bihar and Jharkhand. I am
sure, the strength and aware-
ness of the people of Bihar-
Jharkhand will help the gov-
ernment’s efforts to eliminate
‘Kala Azar’ from these four dis-
tricts as well", said the Prime
Minister. 
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In a departure from the past,
former Congress president

Rahul Gandhi, who is in his
Delhi leg of the Bharat Jodo
Yatra, is scheduled to pay trib-
utes at the memorial of former
Prime Minister and BJP stal-
wart Atal Bihari Vajpayee on
Monday besides paying obei-
sance at the samadhis of
Mahatma Gandhi, Indira
Gandhi, Rajiv Gandhi and Lal
Bahadur Shashtri in the Shanti
Van area.

“We believe in Bharat
Jodo,” said Congress chief
spokesperson Jairam Ramesh
while making the announce-
ment. Rahul’s visit to the for-
mer PM’s memorial is the first
by the Gandhi family since
Vajpayee passed away in 2018. 

Rahul was initially sched-
uled to visit these memorials on
Sunday after the conclusion of
Saturday’s yatra, the visit was
rescheduled because of the
birth anniversary of Atal Bihari
Vajpayee on December 25
when  top BJP leaders includ-
ing Prime Minister Narendra
Modi were scheduled to visit

Atal ji’s samadhi. The BJP has
termed Rahul’s visit to Vajpayee
samadhi for the sake of photo
opportunities. Rahul’s visit is
now being seen as a political
statement by Congress and is
supposed to mark a distinction
between PM Modi and
Vajpayee.  Paying tributes to
Vajpayee on his birth anniver-

sary, Congress General
Secretary (Communications)
Jairam Ramesh tweeted that
Vajpayee was first-term MP
when he co-signed a letter to
Nehru requesting for
Parliament to be convened ear-
lier than scheduled to debate
the Chinese invasion. 

“Today is the birth anniver-
sary of Atal Bihari Vajpayee. He
was a first-term MP when he
co-signed a letter to Nehru
requesting for Parliament to be
convened earlier than sched-
uled to debate the Chinese
invasion. Nehru agreed. Now
MPs can't even discuss ongo-
ing Chinese incursions,”
Ramesh said in a tweet.
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Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi on Sunday

said China and Pakistan are
preparing together and if there
is a war, then it will be against
both countries.

In a YouTube video put
out on Rahul Gandhi's chan-
nel, the Congress leader, while
interacting with veterans of
the Armed Forces, said,
"China and Pakistan have
come together, if there will be
any war then it will happen
with both, so there will be a
major loss for the country. 

“India is now extremely
vulnerable. I not only have just
have respect for you (Army)
but also love and affection for
you. You defend this nation.
This nation would not exist
without you." 

"Earlier, we had two ene-
mies China and Pakistan and
our policy was to keep them
separate. First, it was said that
two front wars should not
happen then people say there
is two and a half-front war
going on, that is, Pakistan,
China and terrorism.  Today
there is one front that is China
and Pakistan which are

together. If the war happens it
will happen with both. They
are working together not only
militarily but also economi-
cally,” Rahul said.

Further criticizing the
Modi government, Rahul
Gandhi reiterated that the
economic system has slowed
down since 2014 ever since
BJP-led government has come.

“In our country, there is
a disturbance, fight, confusion,
and hatred. Our mindset is
still that of two and a half-
front war. Our mindset is not
of joint operability and of
cyber warfare. India is now
extremely vulnerable. 

China and Pakistan are
both preparing a surprise for
us, which is why I keep repeat-
ing that the government can-
not keep quiet. What hap-
pened at the border the gov-
ernment should tell people of
the country. 

What action do we have to
take we have to start today.
Actually, we had to act five
years ago but we did not do it.
If we don't act fast, then there
will be a big loss. I am
extremely concerned with
what is happening at the bor-
der in Arunachal and
Ladakh," he added.
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Security agencies have under-
taken a major defence infra-

structure upgrade including
the creation of ramps for Army
tanks and the strengthening of
BSF bunkers along the
International Border with
Pakistan.

The first phase of the infra-
structure renovation and cre-
ation of some new ones has
been recently completed on a
stretch of 26 km along the fron-
tier in Jammu and works on
another 33 km in the same
region is underway. The move
comes a year after the two
countries announced a military ceasefire in 2021. Jammu shares a 192 km-long front of the total 2,289 km India -Pakistan

International Boundary (IB)
running through Gujarat and
Rajasthan on the country's
western flank. The 772 km long
Line of Control (LoC) between
the two sides lies mostly in
Kashmir.

The latest defence infra-
structure upgradation entails
creation and revamp of multi-
ple DCBs (ditch-cum-bandhs),
maintenance of damaged bor-
der fence, creation of ramps for
movement of army tanks to the
forward areas, upgrade of
Border Security Force 'mor-
chas' (troop posts), bunkers
and locations for installation of
surveillance and other protec-
tion mechanism, officials said,

adding the funds have been
sanctioned by the Union Home
Ministry. They said these works
were initiated and the first
phase was completed on the 26
km stretch.  'Katcha' or mud
tracks that are used by BSF
troop carrier vehicles to reach
border posts in Jammu region
have also been levelled. At
many places, the levelling work
on these approach routes has
also been completed, officials
said.

Likewise, similar work has
been undertaken by the BSF
along the Line of Control (LoC)
in Kashmir region where it is
converting the bunkers for its
troops at 115 forward defence

locations (FDLs) from the pre-
sent CGI (corrugated gal-
vanised iron) to solar powered
compartments made of steel.
"Pakistan too is undertaking
similar works and both sides
keep each other informed in
case a major work is under-
taken near the fence," a senior
BSF officer said.

Except for a few viola-
tions, like when Pakistan
breached the agreement and
opened unprovoked fire in
Jammu on September 6, the
2021 ceasefire agreement is
holding well, officials said.
This ceasefire breach took place
when the Indian side was
undertaking some "mainte-

nance work" in the Arnia sec-
tor of Jammu. A flag meeting
was later held between the
BSF and Pak Rangers and it was
decided to uphold the ceasefire.

Honouring the ceasefire
pact is allowing peace to pre-
vail along the IB and border
populace, including farmers
and they are able to carry on
their normal work uninter-
rupted and without fearing
about flying mortar shells and
indiscriminate gunfire under-
taken by other side regularly
(before February 20, 2021),
they said. The 772 km -long
LoC is guarded by the Army
and BSF is deployed to secure
about 435 km of this frontier.
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Taking a cue from global wildlife prac-
tices, some states like Uttrakhand,

Maharashtra, and Bihar are banking on
non-lethal capsicum-based repellents to
help keep bears, elephants, ungulates,
and dogs at bay from coming in conflict
with frontline forest staff during routine
patrolling.

A senior official from the Union
Ministry of Environment said that the
repellent known as ADS is being distrib-
uted among the staff on a pilot basis. 

It has been reported that capsicum-
based repellents alter behaviour of bears,
ungulates, dogs and humans.

It is developed by the NGO
Endangered Flora and Fauna on Earth
Conservation Team ( EFFECT) in
Dehradun in Uttarakhand.

The resin contains capsaicin found in
the fruits of Capsicum spp., which is the
agent that gives them the spicy taste by
stimulating the nociceptors of the trigem-
inal system. 

“The irritating quality of this stimu-
lation produces a burning sensation that
animals find unpleasant and before they
are in normal sense, the staff gets enough
time to move away from the place, thus
saving their lives,” said Abhishek K. Singh
from EFFECT.

Development of red pepper spray-
based repellents for bear defence has
been advocated in many settings.

Capsaicin-based sprays are globally accept-
ed for self defence against animal attacks. 

They have been tried and tested for
decades around the world on a variety of
animals. In fact, the capsaicin-based
aerosol spray has been recommended by

the US Fish and Wildlife Service, and lead-
ing wildlife experts.

The success of atomized capsicum ole-
oresin with bears prompted exploration of
its possible use as an elephant and anoth-
er carnivore repellent. 

A capsicum aerosol spray has been
found to effectively repel crop-raiding ele-
phants in Zimbabwe while pepper sprays
have been used to successfully thwart
attacking tigers in Russia. 

A comprehensive study, where bear
spray was used during close-range encoun-
ters in Alaska, USA, from 1985 to 2006,
showed that red-pepper sprays prevented
undesirable behaviour 92% of the time
when used on brown bears, 90% for
black bears and 100% for polar bears. 

Among all persons carrying sprays,
98% were not injured by bears in close-
range encounters, notes a review published
in the Current Science journal. 

ADS spray is easy to use with practice;
it does not make the animals aggressive nor
does it kill or injure animals or people, said
Singh highlighting that currently it is used
by frontline staff for self-protection in two
different incidents – one with elephants in
Haridwar Forest Division and another with
the Asiatic black bear in Joshimath Forest
Division.

“Persons working in  tiger, bear, ele-
phant, and lion habitats should feel safe if
they carry ADS. Thus, the widespread use
of this spray will help promote human safe-
ty and wildlife conservation,” said  Singh.
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Villagers clashed with organ-
isers of an event attended

by Christian clerics at
Devdhung in Uttarkashi dis-
trict, accusing them of unlaw-
ful conversion, officials said.

Cases have been registered
at the Purola police station
against people associated with
a missionary organisation
called Asha Aur Jivan Kendra
as well as five villagers, Purola
Station House Officer (SHO)
Komal Singh Rawat said on
Sunday.

The officer said FIRs have
been registered against the
people associated with the
organisation under different
sections of the Indian Penal
Code (IPC), including 153(a)
(promoting enmity between
different groups on grounds of
religion, race), 323 (voluntari-
ly causing hurt) and 504 (inten-
tional insult with intent to
provoke breach of peace).

The villagers have been
booked for rioting under sec-
tion 147 of the IPC apart from
153(a), 323 and 504, Rawat
said. Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami said on Sunday
that the government has
brought the Freedom of

Religion (Amendment) Act to
deal sternly with people who
indulge in forcible conversions.
Strong action will be taken in
this particular case, he told
reporters on the sidelines of a
function.

The incident was reported
on Friday, Sub Divisional
Magistrate (SDM), Purola,
Jitendra Kumar said. "Villagers
have complained of collective
conversion at a programme in
the area. We have information
that there was also a minor
clash between the villagers and
the programme's organisers.
The matter is being investigat-
ed," he said. On Saturday, right-
wing Hindu outfits held a
demonstration at the SDM's
office, alleging that Christian
missionaries are converting
people from Nepal coming to
Uttarkashi to work by offering
them allurements. They also
submitted a memorandum
addressed to the Governor

Gurmit Singh, demanding
action. The organisers of the
event could not be immediate-
ly contacted.

The governor recently gave
his assent to the Freedom of
Religion (Amendment) Bill
passed by the state assembly on
November 30 making unlawful
conversion a cognisable and
non-bailable offence punish-
able with a maximum of 10
years' imprisonment besides a
fine.

Chief Minister Dhami said
the sole purpose of bringing the
Freedom of Religion
(Amendment) Act is to deal
sternly with people who
indulge in forceful conver-
sions. "We brought in a
stronger anti-conversion legis-
lation solely to take stern action
against those who force reli-
gious conversions by intimi-
dating people or luring them.
In this particular case also we
will act toughly," he said. 
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Veteran journalist and for-
mer Bureau Chief of Press

Trust of India (PTI) in Kochi,
T N Vishwanathan, died on
Sunday afternoon, a family
member said. He was 91.

Vishwanathan was under-
going palliative care since he
broke his hip in a fall last year,
his younger son V Shankar
said. "For the last one-and-a-
half months, he was not speak-
ing to anyone and was being
fed intravenously," Shankar
added.

Vishwanathan is survived
by his two sons — V
Neelakantan (Ramesh) and
Shankar. The cremation would
be held on Monday at 12 pm in
Tripunithura. Those who have
worked with Vishwanathan,
remember him as a very ener-
getic and dedicated journalist. 

The senior reporter start-
ed his career in journalism at
19 and joined PTI in the 1950s
at Hyderabad. 

He moved to Kochi in
1971 as a reporter and covered
political and sports events in
the port city for two decades
before retiring from the agency
in 1992.
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Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Bhupesh Baghel on Sunday

said the State Government has
submitted a reply to queries
raised by Governor Anusuiya
Uikey on two amendment Bills
to hike the overall reservation
in the State to 76 per cent.

Talking to reporters here,
Baghel said the governor
should now give her assent to
the bills as she had said she will
do it after the state government
submits replies to her queries. 

The state Assembly on
December 2 passed the
Chhattisgarh Public Service
(Scheduled Caste, Scheduled
Tribes and Other Backward
Classes Reservation)
Amendment Bill and the
Chhattisgarh Educational
Institutions (Reservation in
Admission) Amendment Bill,
pertaining to quota in govern-
ment jobs and admission in
educational institutions in pro-

portion to the population of
different categories in the state.

According to the bills, the
Scheduled Tribes will get a
quota of 32 per cent, Other
Backward Classes (OBCs) 27
per cent, Scheduled Castes 13
per cent, and four per cent has
been provisioned for the
Economically Weaker Sections
(EWS) in government jobs and
admissions in educational insti-
tutions.

The bills were pending for
assent with the governor who
had sought details on 10 points
from the Congress-led state
government before giving her
approval.

Asked about it, Baghel said,
"The reply has been sent to the
governor. There is no such
arrangement in the
Constitution, but the governor
had sought details from depart-
ments and the answer has been
submitted. Now she should
give her assent to the bills."

The 10 queries raised by

the governor included details of
the quantitative data related to
the Scheduled Caste and
Scheduled Tribe communities
if collected, details of the extra-
ordinary situation that com-
pelled the state government to
hike reservation beyond 50
per cent ceiling and report of
the Quantifiable Data
Commission (constituted by
the state government for a sur-
vey of OBC and EWS popula-
tion in the state).

Meanwhile, Bharatiya
Janata Party MLA Brijmohan

Agrawal said the state govern-
ment should make public its
reply to the governor on the
reservation bills.

The issue of reservation
flared up after the Chhattisgarh
High Court in September this
year set aside the Raman Singh-
headed state government's 2012
order to raise the quota to 58
per cent in government jobs
and admissions in education-
al institutions, observing that
reservation exceeding the 50
per cent ceiling was unconsti-
tutional.
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President Droupadi Murmu
will arrive here on

December 26 as part of the
five-day southern sojourn.

During her five-day stay in
Telangana, the President will
visit Ramappa and
Bhadrachalam temples as well
as participate in locally
arranged programmes in the
city, Telangana Chief Secretary
Somesh Kumar had said. 

She will also participate in
the unveiling of the plaque of
Har Dil Dhyan, Har Din Dhyan
campaign to mark the sesqui-
centennial celebrations of Sri
Ramachandraji Maharaj of
Fatehpur by Sri Ramchandra
Mission at Kana Shanti Vanam,
Ranga Reddy district, officials
had earlier said.

Somesh Kumar, who
recently held a coordination
meeting with the officials of
various heads of the depart-
ment in connection with the

arrangements to be made for
the President's Southern
Sojourn at Rastrapathi Nilayam
here, had directed the officials
to work in coordination and
make elaborate arrangements
for the President's visit. 

Elaborate security arrange-
ments with multi-layered secu-
rity have been made in view of
the President's visit, police
said.

Police also announced
restrictions and traffic diver-
sions on certain routes from
December 26 to December 30
in order to facilitate proper reg-
ulation of traffic.
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Ahuge cache of arms and
ammunition and "war-like

stores", including AK-74 rifles,
Pakistani-origin hand grenades
and balloons with 'I Love
Pakistan' markings, were recov-
ered along the Line of Control
(LoC) in Uri Sector of Jammu
and Kashmir's Baramulla dis-
trict, an Army officer said on
Friday.

The recoveries were made
at a time when there is huge
desperation on the Pakistani
side to either infiltrate terrorists
or smuggle war-like stores into
Kashmir as the number of
ultras and arms and ammuni-
tion was at an all-time low in
the Valley, he said.

Giving details, General
Officer Commanding (GOC)
of Army's 19 Infantry Division
Major General Ajay
Chandpuria said based on intel-
ligence inputs received from
multiple intelligence agencies
over a period of two weeks
about infiltration attempts and
dumping of war-like stores by
terrorists in the Hathlanga area

of Rampur Sector in Uri, mul-
tiple ambushes and search oper-
ations were conducted along
the LoC.

On Friday, a search opera-
tion was launched in the gen-
eral area of Hathlanga Nala
which lasted for eight hours and
concluded with the recovery of
arms, ammunition and war-like
stores, he said.

The recoveries include
eight AK-74 rifles, 24 AK-74
rifle magazines, 560 7.62mm
AK-74 live ammunition, 12
.30mm Chinese pistols, 24
Chinese pistol magazines, 244
.30mm pistol live ammunition,
nine Chinese hand grenades,

five Pakistani-origin hand
grenades, 81 balloons with "I
Love Pakistan" marking on
them, and five synthetic gunny
nags with Pakistani marking,
the Army officer said.

"The situation is near nor-
mal in Kashmir valley as the
number of terrorists and the
availability of war-like stores is
at an all-time low. So, there is
huge desperation from the
other side to either infiltrate ter-
rorists or smuggle war-like
stores," he told reporters in
Baramulla.

Security forces keep getting
such reports on a regular basis
and whether it was an attempt

by terrorists or smugglers to get
war-like stores cannot be said,
Major Gen Chandpuria said,
referring to the recovery of the
weapons.

"We are still following up
the leads and certain details
cannot be shared, but a move-
ment close to the launchpads
was picked up. Probably, they
(terrorists) panicked and left the
war-like stores behind and
withdrew to that side," he said.

Maj Gen Chandpuria said
there have been attempts on the
border not only of infiltration
but also of smuggling war-like
stores and drugs in the past as
well.
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Democratic Azad Party
(DAP) chief Ghulam Nabi

Azad on Sunday said Kashmiri
Pandit employees should be
temporarily shifted to Jammu
till the situation improves in
Kashmir.

"Unfortunately, some inci-
dents have happened. Life is a
priority and so I am of the
opinion that Kashmiri Pandit
employees be transferred to
safer places in Jammu. When
the situation improves, they
should be brought back," Azad
told reporters here.

He said life is far more
important than employment

and promised to take such a
step if his party comes to
power in the UT.

"I do not know what the
approach of the government is,
but if our party comes to
power, we will do this only
(temporarily shift such employ-
ees to Jammu)," he said.

Asked about the delay in
holding the assembly elections
in J-K, the former chief minis-
ter said, "We have been waiting
for the last six years. I raised the
issue many times in Parliament
as well. They show us
Panchayat elections or DDC
polls, but the real election is
that of assembly which is not
taking place".
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Fresh controversy erupted in
Bengal after Mithun

Chakraborty's new film
Prajapati was denied screening
permission at the Government
owned cine complex Nandan.

Crying vendetta
Opposition BJP on Sunday
attacked the Mamata Banerjee
government for running a one-
party dictatorship where peo-
ple with opposing views are
not allowed a space.

Prajapati revolves around
a father-son relationship where
the role of the father is played
by Chakraborty a Bollywood
star and BJP leader.

Incidentally Bengali super-
star and TMC MP Dev plays
the role of the son in the
movie.

"The situation in Bengal is
such that you have to be a
TMC to get a job, your ration
card, or a ny government facil-
ity... Even your film will not get
a government auditorium if
you belong to some other
party," said BJP national vice
president Dilip Ghosh.

The ruling party however
was prompt to react saying the
application for the screening of
the film came late. 

"It is only in Mamata
Banerjee' rule that democracy
is perfectly practised ... those
narrow minded people like
Dilip Ghosh raise such flimsy
issues to malign the govern-
ment ... it may be the case that
application for screening of the
film came late. ... Even our MP
Dev is acting in a lead role... So
why should we victimise him."

The producers however
said that they were the first to
submit the application.

Chakraborty had been a
TMC Rajya Sabha MP who left
the party and joined the BJP a
few months before last year's
Bengal Assembly polls and
campaigned extensively for
the saffron party.

In fact very recently he

claimed that at least 23 TMC
leaders including MPs and
MLAs were in touch with him.

Meanwhile in a parallel
development Bengal
Opposition Leader Suvendu
Adhikari has warned that he
would organise and lead all the
illegally appointed school staff
to Kalighat --- the official res-
idence of Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee --- after they
are dismissed by the Calcutta
High Court.

In a spare of orders the
High Court has ordered dis-
missal of more than 250 such
people and more than 20,000
cases of illegal appointments
are still being investigated by
the ED and CBI.

Thousands of crores have
allegedly changed hands in
the SSC and TET scam" that
had seen senior ministers,
MLAs and top officials includ-
ing a serving vice chancellor
going jail.

����� 83�+�8$

Rajasthan Police on Friday
said it has arrested 55 peo-

ple, including seven women, so
far in connection with the
paper leak of 2nd grade teacher
recruitment examination.

The examination, which
was scheduled for Saturday, has
been postponed.

Two separate cases have
been registered in Udaipur --
one at Sukher police station
and another at Bekariya police
station --and 55 people have
been arrested, Superintendent
of Police, Udaipur, Vikas
Sharma said.

He said the accused were
produced before a magistrate
who sent seven women to two-
day police custody and the
remaining accused to four-day
police custody.

The main accused of the

paper leak has been identified
as Suresh Dhaka, who is
absconding, the SP said.

As many as 37 students and
seven experts were arrested
after the paper leak a few hours
before the examination was to
begin on Saturday morning in
Udaipur district, police said.

Among the arrested
included Suresh Vishnoi who
had provided the leaked paper
to candidates, they said.

During interrogation, it
came to light that Vishnoi had
got the examination paper
from Suresh Dhaka, police
said.

The candidates with the
help of experts were solving the
paper in a bus that was carry-
ing them to exam centres, they
said.

Acting on a tip-off that the
paper was leaked and a private
bus carrying the candidates was

coming to Udaipur, police
teams intercepted the bus and
stopped it in Bekariya police
station circle Saturday morn-
ing, police had said on
Saturday.

The candidates on the bus
had examination paper in their
possession, they had said.

When the question paper,
which was in possession of the
candidates, matched with the
original paper, the Rajasthan

Public Service Commission
cancelled the exam.

DGP Umesh Mishra said
action is being taken against the
accused involved in cheating
under the stringent National
Security Act.

He also said an amend-
ment is being suggested to the
state government for making
provision to confiscate the
property of the criminals
involved in the cheating. 
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The rake of eastern India's
first Vande Bharat Express

train arrived at Howrah Station
on Christmas day.

The superfast semi-high
speed train that will run
between Howrah and Jalpaiguri

is likely to be flagged off by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on December 30 when he vis-
its Kolkata to join a meeting of
National Ganga Council.

The train is expected to be
faster than Shatabdi Express
that runs between the two
cities and is expected to stop.at
Farakka and Malda enroute.
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Former Karnataka Minister
and mining baron G

Janardhana Reddy on Sunday
announced a new party named
"Kalyana Rajya Pragati Paksha",
four months ahead of Assembly
polls in the State.

With this, the leader, who
is an accused in an illegal min-
ing case, has cut his two-
decade-old association with
the BJP.

Re-entering Karnataka's
electoral politics from outside
his home district of Ballari, he
also announced that he will
contest the 2023 Assembly polls
from Gangavathi in Koppal
district.

There are talks in the polit-
ical circles that this move may
have some impact on the BJP in
the Ballari belt, as the party too
reacted cautiously on the devel-
opment, with Chief Minister
Basavaraj Bommai stating that

he will discuss with the leader-
ship on the development, when
he goes to New Delhi on
Monday.

"Despite BJP leaders saying
that I'm not the member of the
party and have no relationship
with it, the State and its people
believed that I'm from that
party, that belief has turned out
to be false. Today I'm announc-
ing Kalyana Rajya Pragati
Paksha, with my own thinking,
and with the thinking of
Basavanna (12th century social
reformer)- which is against
divisive politics in the name of
religion and caste," Reddy said.

Speaking to reporters here,
he said in the days to come he
will travel across the State to
organise the party and share his
thoughts with the people.

"I have never failed in any
of my new initiatives so far in
my life. From the days of play-
ing marbles in my childhood,
I'm someone who never accept-

ed defeat. So at the time when
I'm going before the people
with Kalyana Rajya Pragati
Paksha, I'm confident about
getting their blessings and there
is no doubt about Karnataka
becoming a Kalyana Rajya (wel-
fare state) in the future," he
added.

Reddy had been by and
large inactive politically for
nearly 12 years now, other than
for a brief stint ahead of the
2018 Assembly polls when he
campaigned for his close friend
and now Minister B Sriramulu
in Molakalmuru Assembly seg-
ment, since the time he was
arrested by the CBI for his
alleged role in the mining scam.

Ahead of the 2018
Assembly polls, the then BJP
national president Amit Shah
responding to a reporter's ques-
tion had distanced the party
from him saying that "the BJP
has nothing to do with
Janardhana Reddy."

Further noting that he will
contest the next Assembly elec-
tions, Reddy who is not allowed
in his home district Ballari
said, "I have made a house in
Gangavathi and have enrolled
in the electoral list there, and
will contest from there."

Accused in a multi-crore
illegal mining case, he has been
out on bail since 2015 and sev-
eral conditions were imposed
by the apex court in its order,
including prohibiting him from
visiting Ballari in Karnataka

and Ananthpur and Kadapa in
Andhra Pradesh.

He had sought permission
to visit Ballari to meet his
daughter who recently gave
birth to a girl, which was
allowed by the SC.

Reddy's wife Aruna
Lakshmi had recently per-
formed "gruha pravesha pooja"
(housewarming ceremony) at
their new home in Gangavathi,
the constituency lies on the bor-
der of Ballari district and is 62
km away from Ballari city.
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Distancing himself from an
Assam Police directive

asking districts to carry out a
survey on churches, Chief
Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma
has asked the DGP to inquire
why such a letter was issued
and immediately take "correc-
tive measures".

The Assam government
does not have the intention to
carry out any survey on reli-
gious institutions like church-
es, Sarma told a TV channel on
Saturday. 

The chief minister was
reacting to a letter from the
Special Branch of Assam Police
to the district administrations
seeking information on the
number of churches, religious
conversion and people involved
in forceful conversions, if any.

"I think we should not ask
for such kind of information
like how many churches are
there in Assam. This might

hurt the sentiment of a partic-
ular religious community. We
should avoid this kind of
thing," the chief minister, who
also holds the home portfolio,
said. 

"I completely disassociate
myself from the letter as it was
never discussed in any gov-
ernment forum. The letter is
wholly unwarranted and as a
citizen of Assam, we want to
live in peace and harmony
with all the communities,"
Sarma said.

Pointing out that such a let-

ter (if the government wants to
issue at all) is circulated by the
DGP or the home department,
the chief minister said he was
unaware in what context, an
officer in the rank of a super-
intendent of police had come
out with the "controversial"
letter. 

"I have already asked the
DGP to make an inquiry and
take corrective measures
because the government does
not want to offend religious
sentiments of any communi-
ty.
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Amid spurt in COVID-19
infections in some parts of

the world and cases of Omicron
subvariant BF.7 found in the
country, the Karnataka
Government on Monday is
likely to decide on preventive
measures and guidelines to be
followed in the days ahead,
including for the New Year cel-
ebrations.

The state may decide on
the guidelines at a meeting
headed by the Health and
Disaster Management

Ministers, along with technical
experts.

"Health and Disaster
Management Ministers (K
Sudhakar and R Ashoka
respectively) will hold dis-
cussions, several instructions
have come from the Centre
and the state government need
to take certain decisions after
analysing the factual situation
on the Corona spread," Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai
said on Sunday.

Speaking to reporters here,
he said, there is no need for
unnecessary worry, but aware-
ness is important.
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became the first millionaire of the day
after being signed by Sunrisers
Hyderabad. In all it was field day for for-
eign recruits and Indian Maynak
Aggarwal fetched Rs.8.5 crore in the mini
auction.

CK Ramanathan | Ghaziabad

���������	�����
��
���	�����������
Sir — In the United Nations Security
Council, not only did India abstain from
voting on another issue, but it also
joined the ranks of perverted dictators
from China and Russia. Just a few days
ago, India supported the repression cycle
being run by Iranian religious leaders
against women and people protesting for
their rights. Similarly, on December 21,
Delhi once again said that human rights
and excesses of dictatorship do not mat-
ter to him. That is why India did not take
part in the voting of the resolution of the
United Nations Security Council, in
which there was a demand to stop the
ongoing violence in Myanmar with
immediate effect and to release Aung San
Suu Kyi from the military government.

Remember, evil countries like China,
Russia, Iran and North Korea are stand-
ing with Myanmar's military dictatorship. 

But no one is able to understand the
meaning of New Delhi joining the same
camp. Perhaps, our Ministry of External
Affairs would understand better the
stakes of international relations and
diplomacy. But a common man is seeing
how those demanding democracy are
being jailed, they are being shot at, their
houses are being set on fire, their sisters,
mothers & daughter-in-laws are being
raped. If India still thinks that whatever
is happening is right, then many congrat-
ulations for this thinking.

It is crucial time for India as it heads
the G20 which gives it special status and
responsibility to work for the betterment
of the world and work for strengthening
the democracy worldwide. It is time our
diplomacy was in sync with our stature
in the world as ‘mother of democracy.’

Jang Bahadur Singh | Jamshedpur

��������	���������������
Sir — An Era of Telugu Cinema has come
to an end with the passing away of stars
and good actors like NTR,ANR,Shoban
Babu, Krishna and Krishnam Raju and
now Nata Sarvabhouma  Kaikala
Sathyanarayana. His charismatic portray-
al of Yama will be ever remembered
among cinegoers. Although he excelled
as the antagonist in many movies,he  also
acted as a hero, solo hero, dupe, come-
dian in more than 800 movies.

After SVR and NTR only sathya-
narayana was best suited for mytholog-
ical characters, especially no actor was
best suited for the role of Yama, the Hindu
God of death. He also had a brief stint in
politics.He had received several awards
including 2011 Raghupathi Venkaiah
Naidu award and 2017 film fare lifetime
achievement for Telugu award for Telugu
cinema. The Telugu film industry has lost
another legend. The title “Navarasa
Natana Sarvabhowma” suits
Sathyanarayana garu perfectly. He is the
finest actor Indian Cinema has ever seen.

Zakir Hussain | Kazipet

�����
�����������������
Sir — Congratulations to the BCCI
team for pulling off another IPL auction
with aplomb. I had the good fortune of
working on five of them, from 2011 to
2015. The ones in 2011 and 2014 were
two-day affairs. I have some great mem-
ories of those days. What the Board could
probably consider doing in the future is
give more opportunities to Indian talent
to express itself and thus excel, off the
field as well. For instance, we all felt Charu
Sharma could have been roped in as auc-
tioneer, after what he did in an emergency
situation at the previous auction.

The board deserved kudos and the
players pocketed big money needs to be
congratulated. Sam Curran is the top pick
and Australian all rounder Cameron
Green gone for 17.25 crores and the
English captain Ben stroke Rs.16.25
crore, roorkee Harry Brook, who has
made waves since his England Twenty20
international and test debuts this year,
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tor responsible for it.
The relevance of

UNESCO's doctrine built on
the need of constructing the
defense of peace by impact-
ing the human mind has; over
the last seven decades;
achieved universal endorse-
ment. Alert and dynamic 
systems of learning are now
transforming their curricula
and pedagogy to prominent-
ly focus on nurturing the 
values of truth, peace, 
nonviolence, right conduct,
love, and brotherhood. The
effort is to erase the negativ-
ity that clouds his mind,
resulting in a lack of in-
depth comprehension of the
social and emotional conse-
quences of ignoring the
necessity of human connec-
tion with other human beings
and nature. Children have to
be made familiar with the
basics of social, cultural,
moral, ethical, and humanis-
tic values.

Parents need to remain
ever conscious that if the near
and dear ones are short on
compassion and empathy in
their general behavior, it would
not make a positive impact on
the growing up of a child in the
household. All three -parents,
school, and the child need to
develop a sensitive bond that
permits the free exchange of
ideas, emotions, and aspira-

tions. Interests of the child
deserve full respect but at the
same time, no laxity need be
permitted in his growing up as
a social and cultural person, as
a human being who connects
himself with others; extending
from near and dear ones to the
adage of the universal unity of
all human beings.

Even isolated-looking
cases of aberrations in teacher
conduct just could not be
ignored. Recently, a report
appeared in the media indi-
cating that Delhi Municipal
Corporation teachers do not
receive their salary regularly;
the delay often being a couple
of months! Another shocking
incident was reported just
the next day; a primary school
child was attacked by the
lady teacher and thrown out
of the first-floor room. To me,
the link between the two
must be examined very care-
fully. If the teachers are being
put under avoidable stress by
the system, they would never
be at peace with themselves.
And if the teacher is not at
peace with himself, it would
be futile to expect him to sow
the seeds of human values and
a keen desire to contribute to
efforts intended to create a
world of peace!

On a broader horizon, the
global literacy rate has crossed
the 84% mark, but it would be

perfect to infer that the inter-
nalization of basic essential
human values has not grown in
the right proportion to the
growth and coverage of educa-
tion. It now stands confirmed
that education that neglects
social and emotional growth
considerations would remain
largely bereft of its potential to
transform humanity into a
force capable of creating a
world of human cooperation,
collaboration, and peace, with-
out which the vision of vanish-
ing wars and violence forever
would never be achieved.

The way-out was delineat-
ed by the great Indian thinker,
historian, and political philoso-
pher Dharampal in the context
of a discussion on the third
five-year plan: in Parliament:
“….Soul has to awaken before
we proceed for dams and steel
plants to the flowering of the
human being, of Indian we
deemed to be ignorant, of the
people of India whom we
describe as ‘teeming millions’!”
Now we need soul-awakening
education. When properly and
adequately comprehended and
contextualized, it would pave
the way for the survival of
humanity and the planet earth.

(Professor Rajput works
in education, social 

cohesion, and religious
amity. The views expressed

are personal)
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Democracies promise
equality, equity, and
human dignity to
all. The promise to
move towards a

world of peace and tranquility is
a compulsory clause in most of
the Constitutions and other allied
documentations. Human nature,
however, invariably tilts towards
creating hierarchical order in
every human endeavor and activ-
ity. After WWII, it was the com-
mon global aspiration to banish
the horrors of war and violence
from the face of the planet earth.
It was considered necessary to
launch pragmatic initiatives at
various levels that would save the
planet earth and humanity from
further destruction and devasta-
tion of human lives and precious
life-sustaining resources.

How to move ahead was so
thoughtfully subsumed in the
Preamble of UNESCO’s
Constitution: Since wars begin in
the minds of men, it is in the
minds of men that the defenses
of peace must be constructed. The
Universal Declaration of Human
Rights Charter –UNDHR - of the
UN which stands endorsed by all
member countries, asserts in its
Article 26: “Education shall be
directed to the full development
of the human personality and the
strengthening of respect for
human rights and fundamental
freedoms.” The primacy accord-
ed to education, science, and cul-
ture in achieving an attitudinal
transformation became evident in
the very nomenclature of
UNESCO.

The emphasis on all three
areas included education, sci-
ence, and culture – has now
assumed contemporary dimen-
sions; the focus in education is on
good quality and skill acquisition,
and science extends its horizons
from coding in the initial stages
to information and communica-
tion technology and artificial
intelligence; ICT, and AI! The cul-
tural context now deserves far
more intense attention as achiev-
ing cultural cohesion and harmo-
ny is now getting more and more
complex by the day, consequent
upon demographic changes that
have taken place at a much high-
er pace due to various reasons,
violence being a prominent fac-
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT

Newborn screening
aims to identify vari-
ous health problems,

disorders, or inborn errors of
metabolism (IEM) and enable
doctors and parents for
prompt intervention. There is
a greater incidence of certain
metabolic abnormalities and
endocrinopathies in new-
borns that, if identified later,
can be fatal.

In several developed
nations, NBS is a mandatory
test. In many countries,
phenylketonuria and
hypothyroidism screenings
are ubiquitous. IEM may
cause physical difficulties and
brain damage in newborns,
and if not diagnosed and
treated promptly, it can be
life-threatening. In contrast,
NBS can detect and diagnose
these problems from birth,

allowing the kid to enjoy a
healthy life.

The newborn screening
test is typically administered
between 48 and 96 hours
after birth.Other tests are
also conducted as a part of
NBS that do not need blood,
such as hearing and pulse
oximetry. Once a blood sam-
ple has been obtained, it is
forwarded to the screening
laboratory for analysis.

The findings are available
within a week after a new-
born’s birth. Suppose a test is
positive for any of these ill-
nesses (presumptive positive).
In that case, physicians send
the infant for further testing
to establish whether he or she
is actually positive or truly
negative for that ailment.

Following are the most
common diseases or disor-

ders that can be diagnosed
with newborn screening tests:
Congenital Thyroid 

Newborns can have con-
genital hypothyroidism or
decreased thyroid activity at
birth. When it is not diag-
nosed and treated right after
birth, most affected children
experience neurologic abnor-
malities, deafness, growth fail-
ure, and mental retardation.
Phenylketonuria (PKU)

PKU babies lack pheny-
lalanine hydroxylase, an
enzyme required to break
down the amino acid pheny-
lalanine in food. This flaw
results in an accumulation of
phenylalanine in the blood,
which harms the brain. An
infant with PKU is first given
a specialized formula before
transitioning to a diet reduced
in phenylalanine. Beginning

dietary therapy in the first few
weeks of infancy can stop the
disease’s effects, including
learning impairments and
brain damage.
Galactosemia

The absence of an enzyme
required to process the sugar
galactose is the cause of this
illness, which is spelled galac-
tosemia with an emphasis on
the lac sound. This incapaci-
ty results in growth failure,
nausea, cataracts, a liver illness
that worsens over time, and
mental retardation. The clin-
ical effects of the condition
gradually lessen or vanish
after removing galactose from
the child’s diet.
Sickle Cell Disorder

Babies with this severe
hereditary illness have red
blood cells resembling a sick-
le after donating oxygen to the

tissues. The sickle-shaped cells
may get caught in blood ves-
sels, which can harm organs
and cause discomfort.
However, since children with
this disease are significantly
more prone to endure serious
infections, excruciating pain,
organ damage, and strokes,
early diagnosis of the disease is
crucial. 
Maple Syrup Urine Disease

Leucine, isoleucine, and
valine are branched-chain
amino acids involved in the
metabolism of maple syrup
urine disease (MSUD), a
genetic disorder that causes
mental retardation and occa-
sionally even death. A cus-
tomized diet can reduce the
side effects caused by MSUD.
Homocystinuria

An enzyme that trans-
forms the amino acid homo-

cysteine into cystathionine is
lacking in the hereditary illness
homocystinuria. Mental retar-
dation, vision issues, bone
deformities, and stroke are
side effects of the condition. A
particular diet and large
dosages of vitamin B6 or B12
can avoid or lessen these issues.
Deficiency in Biotinidase

A hereditary disease called
biotinidase deficiency causes
a lack of the vital B vitamin
biotin. This is the outcome of
frequent infections, hearing
loss, clumsy movements, con-
vulsions, and mental impair-
ment. The baby can avoid
these catastrophic outcomes
by receiving additional biotin.
Congenital Hyperplasia of
the Adrenals- Newborns
have the genetic disease con-
genital adrenal hyperplasia
(CAH). It results from flaws

in the adrenal hormones’
synthesis. Extreme cases can
result in a loss of salt that is
fatal. Salt and the missing
adrenal hormones are
replaced in the treatment.
MCAD - This hereditary con-
dition, pronounced ‘EM-cad’,
results in a lack of an enzyme
necessary for converting fat
into energy. A seemingly
healthy youngster may sud-
denly experience convulsions,
respiratory failure, cardiac
arrest, coma, and death.
Frequent meal (or glucose)
consumption is part of the
treatment for MCAD, as does
avoiding fasting. If newborns
are not examined immediate-
ly, they might suffer brain
damage, poor body growth,
physiological and develop-
mental problems, respiratory
difficulties, & even mortality.
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On Christmas Day, Jesus Christ
was born. His teachings of
love, peace, compassion and
brotherhood are the lifeline
of humanity. It is a great coin-

cidence that our former Prime Minister
Bharat Ratna Late Shri Atal Bihari
Vajpayeeji was born on this solemn day
in 1924 in the family of a humble school
teacher in Gwalior, Madhya Pradesh.
Throughout his life, Vajpayeeji adhered to
the ideals of peace, co-existence, compas-
sion, respect for all, equality, justice and
fraternity.

Poet, writer, journalist, statesman,
freedom fighter and a visionary par excel-
lence, Vajpayeeji was blessed with a mul-
tifaceted personality. He was a true nation-
alist and always chose to rise above petty
politics for the sake of national interest.

Whether in power or in Opposition,
he believed in taking along all for the cause
of the nation and the people. That is why
he was also hailed as ‘Ajatshatru’ of
Indian politics. In a public life of several
decades, there was not a single spot on his
personality. Integrity, honesty and large
heartedness were an integral part of his
personality, which always reflected in his
writings as a journalist, speeches as a
politician and in his approach as an
administrator.

A ‘Hriday Samrat’, indeed! A man of
masses, firm in his political convictions,
he commanded respect from all political
quarters for his vision, views and ideals
so integral to our democratic and secu-
lar legacy. Vajpayeeji joined the RSS at a
very tender age in 1932 and became a
Pracharak in 1947.  He formally joined
politics by becoming a member of the
Bharatiya Jana Sangh in 1951. He was
deeply inspired by the thoughts of Shyama
Prasad Mukherjee and Deen Dayal
Upadhyay. He fought the Lok Sabha
election for the first time in 1957 and got
elected from Balrampur in Uttar Pradesh,
and thereafter never looked back. Then
Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru was so
much impressed by his lively and enrich-
ing debates and discussion in Parliament
that he predicted that Vajpayee ji would
occupy his seat ‘one day.’

In 1980, he became the founder pres-
ident of the Bharatiya Janata Party. As the
external affairs minister in the Janata Party
government in 1977, head of various
important Parliamentary Standing
Committees and Leader of the
Opposition, Vajpayee ji’s journey of life is
all about giving his best to the nation.
Impressed by his ‘Nation First’ belief, then
Prime Minister PV Narasimha Rao asked
Vajpayeeji, who was Leader of Opposition,
to lead the delegation to represent India
at the UN.

His authority on matters of diplomat-
ic and external affairs was fabulous. He left
an indelible mark on our foreign policy.
In 1996, he became the Prime Minister of
the first non-Congress government. I
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(The author is Governor
of Haryana)

would like to mention here an inci-
dent, which amply reflects how he
created a positive impression about
our country and the huge respect
he used to command among the
world leaders. The then Pakistan
prime minister Nawaz Sharif had
come to attend the funeral of for-
mer prime minister Rajiv Gandhiji.
He had stayed at Ashoka Hotel in
New Delhi. He invited Vajpayeeji
and LK Advaniji for a personal
meeting. Sharif expressed during
conversation that he was meeting
him for the first time but knew that
his tenure as the External Affairs
Minister had seen the most cordial
relations between India and
Pakistan.

In matters of national interest,
Vajpayeeji used to have a non-
negotiable approach. When he
became the Prime Minister for the
first time, he had made up his mind
to go for the nuclear test but his
government did not last long.
However, he did not delay Pokhran
II when he became the PM again
in 1998. In a meeting with Dr APJ
Abdul Kalam and Dr R
Chidambaram, the decks were
cleared for Pokhran II—five
nuclear tests of advanced weapons
on May 11 and 13, 1998, and joined
the comity of nuclear powers.

We celebrate May 11 as the
National Technology Day. He was
always full of self-confidence in
matters of national interest. This
was perhaps the only reason that
when Pokhran-II was conducted
in 1998, he was not rattled despite
impending sanctions from the US
and other countries. However, he
was ever keen to improve relations
with Pakistan. He undertook the

Lahore Bus Yatra. He also took a
bold step to improve ties with
Pakistan by inviting Pervez
Musharraf to India for the Agra
summit.

Musharraf betrayed India by
attacking us in Kargil but our gal-
lant soldiers under the leadership
of Vajpayee ji inflicted a crushing
defeat on Pakistan. As the PM,
Vajpayeeji was very particular
about infrastructure upgradation,
improved road, rail and air con-
nectivity. He initiated big reforms
in tune with the spirit of liberaliza-
tion unveiled by former Prime
Minister Rao. Notwithstanding
all odds India under his leadership
maintained a stable economic
growth of eight per cent. By form-
ing a separate Disinvestment
Ministry, he brought in required
resilience in the functioning of
PSUs. The historic decision to
launch Sarv Shiksha Abhiyan to
make elementary education free
for children aged 6-14 years.

The ambitious project of Inter-
Linking of Rivers was the long-
cherished dream of Vajpayeeji.
Similarly, he gave a big boost to
road infra through the Golden
Quadrilateral project and the
Pradhan Mantri Gramin Sadak
Yojana, thanks to which our vil-
lages are today connected with all-
weather roads. Through Valmiki
Ambedkar Awas Yojana, roofless
people were provided with pucca
houses.

As his colleague in the party,
Parliament and the Union
Ministry for many decades, I
know him as an erudite politician,
a selfless and dedicated leader, who
used to articulate the ‘aspirations

of the masses’ in true sense. He was
blessed with rare qualities to take
along people of different political
hues and was never ever support-
ive of any bid to disrupt the pro-
ceedings of the House. I was a
Member of Parliament when Lal
Krishna Advani was arrested in
Bihar during his Rath Yatra.
Proceedings of Parliament were
disturbed for more than a week.
Vajpayeeji said in the
Parliamentary Party meeting of the
BJP that Parliament is a forum for
debate and discussion. We should
allow discussion. Our political
fight should take place outside the
Parliament and fight it out by going
to the people’s court.

As we enter into Amrit Kaal of
our Independence, the mantra of
good governance of Vajpayee ji –
which is based on integrity,
embracing diversity of caste, reli-
gion, gender, ideology and socio-
economic status, being judicious
and humane in our approach
while dealing with the people in
general and the underprivileged in
particular – will help us build a
happier India. As we celebrate his
jayanti as the National Good
Governance Day, I strongly feel
that people, leaders and bureau-
crats should have devotion towards
the country and respect to society,
and work with the spirit that - ‘Our
welfare is in the welfare of society
as a whole.’ It is with this feeling we
should discharge our duties.

A strong, healthy and inclusive
country will be a true tribute to
Vajpayeeji. With clean politics
and clean administration, we will
be able to make Bharat Vishwa
Guru!
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Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi defended his

country's position on the war
in Ukraine on Sunday and sig-
nalled that China would deep-
en ties with Russia in the com-
ing year.

Wang, speaking by video to
a conference in the Chinese
capital, also blamed America
for the deterioration in rela-
tions between the world's two
largest economies, saying that
China has “firmly rejected the
United States' erroneous China
policy.”

China has pushed back
against Western pressure on
trade, technology, human
rights and its claims to a broad

swath of the western Pacific,
accusing the US of bullying. 

Its refusal to condemn the
invasion of Ukraine and join
others in imposing sanctions
on Russia has further frayed
ties and fuelled an emerging
divide with much of Europe. 

Wang said that China
would “deepen strategic mutu-
al trust and mutually beneficial
cooperation” with Russia.
Warships from the two coun-
tries held joint naval drills in
the East China Sea last week.

“With regard to the
Ukraine crisis, we have consis-
tently upheld the fundamental
principles of objectivity and
impartiality, without favouring
one side or the other, or adding
fuel to the fire, still less seeking

selfish gains from the situation,”
Wang said, according to an offi-
cial text of his remarks.

Even as China has found
common ground with Russia as
both come under Western pres-
sure, its economic future
remains tied to American and
European markets and tech-
nology. Leader Xi Jinping is
pushing Chinese industry to
become more self-sufficient,
but Wang acknowledged that
experience has shown “that
China and the United States
cannot decouple or sever sup-
ply chains.”

He said that China would
strive to bring relations with the
US back on course, saying
they had plunged because “the
United States has stubbornly

continued to see China as its
primary competitor and engage
in blatant blockade, suppres-
sion and provocation against
China." Wang and US Secretary
of State Antony Blinken talked
by phone late last week. The
State Department said that
Blinken discussed the need to
manage the US-China rela-
tionship responsibly and raised
concerns about Russia's war
against Ukraine and the threats
it poses to global security and
economic stability. 

Wang accused the US of
“unilateral bullying” and said
that China would continue to
play a constructive role in
resolving the Ukraine crisis in
its own way, a Chinese Foreign
Ministry statement said.
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Members of France's
Kurdish community and

anti-racism activists joined
together in mourning and
anger on Saturday in Paris
after three people were killed
at a Kurdish cultural center in
an attack that prosecutors say
was racially motivated.

The shooting in a bustling
neighborhood of central Paris
also wounded three people,
and stirred up concerns about
hate crimes against minority
groups at a time when far-
right voices have gained
prominence in France and
around Europe in recent years.

The suspected attacker
was wounded and detained,
and transferred Saturday to
psychiatric care, the Paris
prosecutor's office said. The
69-year-old Parisian had been
charged with attacking a
migrant camp last year and
released from jail earlier this
month. For Friday's shooting,
he is facing potential charges
of murder and attempted
murder with a racist motive,
the prosecutor's office said.

Thousands gathered
Saturday at the Place de la
Republique in eastern Paris,
waving a colourful spectrum of
flags representing Kurdish rights
groups, left-wing political move-
ments and other causes.

The gathering was large-
ly peaceful, though some
youths threw projectiles and
set a few cars and garbage bins
on fire, and police fired tear
gas to disperse the crowd.
Some protesters shouted slo-
gans against the Turkish gov-
ernment. Berivan Firat of the
Kurdish Democratic Council
in France told BFM TV that
the violence began after some
people drove by waving a
Turkish flag.

Most demonstrators were
ethnic Kurds of varying gen-
erations who came together to
mourn the three fellow Kurds
who were killed, who includ-
ed a prominent feminist
activist and a Kurdish singer
who came to France as a
refugee.

”We are devastated, real-
ly. We are destroyed because
we lost a very important
member of our community
and we are angry. How is this
possible?" said demonstrator
Yekbun Ogur, a middle school
biology teacher in Paris. “Is it
normal for a man with a gun
to sneak into a cultural place

to come and murder peo-
ple?”

Demonstrator Yunus
Cicek wiped his tears away as
spoke of the victims, and his
fears. “We are not protected
here. Even though I have
political refugee status, I don't
feel safe. ... Maybe next time
it will be me.”

The shooting shook the
Kurdish community and put
French police on extra alert
for the Christmas weekend.
The Paris police chief met
Saturday with members of
the Kurdish community to try
to allay their fears. 

France's Interior Ministry
reported a 13% rise in race-
related crimes or other viola-
tions in 2021 over 2019, after
an 11% rise from 2018 to
2019. The ministry did not
include 2020 in its statistics
because of successive pan-
demic lockdowns that year. It
said a disproportionate num-
ber of such crimes target peo-
ple of African descent, and
also cited hundreds of attacks
based on religion.

Friday's attack took place
at the cultural center and a
nearby Kurdish restaurant and
Kurdish hair salon.
Surveillance video from the
hair salon shared online sug-
gests people in the salon sub-
dued the attacker before police
reached the scene. The pros-
ecutor's office would not elab-
orate on the circumstances of
his arrest. 

Interior Minister Gerald
Darmanin said the suspect
was clearly targeting foreign-
ers, and had acted alone and
was not officially affiliated
with any extreme-right or
other radical movements. The
suspect had past convictions
for illegal arms possession
and armed violence.

Kurdish activists said they
had recently been warned by
police of threats to Kurdish
targets.

In 2013, three women
Kurdish activists, including
Sakine Cansiz, a founder of
the Kurdistan Workers' Party,
or PKK, were found shot dead
at a Kurdish center in Paris.

Turkey's army has long
been battling against Kurdish
militants affiliated with the
banned PKK in southeast
Turkey as well as in northern
Iraq. Turkey's military also
recently launched a series of
air and artillery strikes against
Syrian Kurdish militant targets
in northern Syria.
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Ukirainians usually cele-
brate Christmas on
January 7, as do the

Russians. But not this year, or
at least not all of them.

Some Orthodox
Ukrainians have decided to
observe Christmas on
December 25, like many
Christians around the world.
Yes, this has to do with the war,
and yes, they have the blessing
of their local church.

The idea of commemorat-
ing the birth of Jesus in
December was considered rad-
ical in Ukraine until recently,
but Russia's invasion changed
many hearts and minds.

In October, the leadership
of the Orthodox Church of
Ukraine, which is not aligned
with the Russian church and
one of two branches of
Orthodox Christianity in the
country, agreed to allow faith-
ful to celebrate on December
25.

The choice of dates has
clear political and religious
overtones in a nation with
rival Orthodox churches and

where slight revisions to ritu-
als can carry potent meaning in
a culture war that runs paral-
lel to the shooting war.

For some people, changing
dates represents a separation
from Russia, its culture, and
religion. People in a village on
the outskirts of Kyiv voted
recently to move up their
Christmas observance.

“What began on February
24, the full-scale invasion, is an
awakening and an under-
standing that we can no longer
be part of the Russian world,”
Olena Paliy, a 33-year-old
Bobrytsia resident, said.

The Russian Orthodox
Church, which claims sover-
eignty over Orthodoxy in
Ukraine, and some other
Eastern Orthodox churches
continue to use the ancient
Julian calendar.

Christmas falls 13 days
later on that calendar, or
January 7, than it does on the
Gregorian calendar used by
most church and secular
groups.

The Catholic Church first
adopted the modern, more
astronomically precise

Gregorian calendar in the 16th
century, and Protestants and
some Orthodox churches have

since aligned their own calen-
dars for purposes of calculating
Christmas.

The Synod of the
Orthodox Church of Ukraine
decreed in October that local

church rectors
could choose the
date along with
their communi-
ties, saying the
decision fol-
lowed years of
discussion but
also resulted
from the cir-
cumstances of
the war.

In Bobrytsia,
some members
of the faith pro-
moted the
change within
the local church,
which recently
transitioned to
being part of the
O r t h o d o x
Church of
Ukraine, with no
ties to Russia.

When a vote
was taken last
week, 200 out of
204 people said
yes to adopting
December 25 as

the new day to celebrate
Christmas.

“This is a big step because

never in our history have we
had the same dates of celebra-
tion of Christmas in Ukraine
with the whole Christian world.
All the time we were separat-
ed,” said Roman Ivanenko, a
local official in Bobrytsia, and
one of the promoters of the
change.

With the switch, he said,
they are “breaking this con-
nection” with the Russians.

As in all the Kyiv region,
Sunday morning in Bobrytsia
began with the sound of sirens,
but that didn't prevent people
from gathering in the church to
attend a Christmas Mass on
December 25 for the first time. 

In the end, there were no
attacks reported in the capital.

“No enemy can take away
the holiday because the holiday
is born in the soul,” the Rev.
Rostyslav Korchak said in his
homily, during which he used
the words “war”, “soldiers”, and
“evil” more than
“Jesus Christ”.

Anna Nezenko, 65, attend-
ed the church in Bobrytsia on
every Christmas since the
building was inaugurated in
2000, although always on

January 7th. She said she did
not feel strange doing so
Sunday.

“The most important is
the God to be born in the
heart,” she said.

In 2019, Ecumenical
Patriarch Bartholomew, the
spiritual leader of the Eastern
Orthodox Church, granted
complete independence, or
autocephaly, to the Orthodox
Church of Ukraine.

Ukrainians who favoured
recognition for a national
church in tandem with
Ukraine's political indepen-
dence from the former Soviet
Union had long sought such
approval.

The Russian Orthodox
Church and its leader, Patriarch
Kirill, fiercely protested the
move, saying Ukraine was not
under the jurisdiction of
Bartholomew.

The other major branch of
Orthodoxy in the country, the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church,
remained loyal to Moscow
until the outbreak of war. It
declared independence in May,
though it remains under gov-
ernment scrutiny.
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President Bidya Devi
Bhandari on Sunday

appointed CPN-Maoist Centre
chairman Pushpa Kamal Dahal
‘Prachanda' as the new Prime
Minister of Nepal.

Prachanda has been
appointed as the Prime
Minister of Nepal as per the
Article 76 Clause 2 of the
Constitution, according to a
statement issued by the
President's Office here.

The President had called
any member of the House of
Representatives, who can gar-
ner a majority with support
from two or more parties as
stipulated in the Article 76
clause 2 of the Constitution to
submit a claim for the Prime
Minister's post.

Prachanda, 68, had sub-
mitted the claim before the
deadline given by the President
expired at 5 pm on Sunday.

The swearing in ceremony
of the newly-appointed Prime
Minister will take place at 4 pm
on Monday, according to the
President's Office.

Prachanda along with
CPN-UML chairman K P
Sharma Oli, Rastriya Swatantra
Party (RSP) president Ravi
Lamichhane, Rastriya
Prajatantra Party chief
Rajendra Lingden among other
top leaders earlier went to the

President's Office with a pro-
posal to appoint him as the new
Prime Minister, sources said.

Prachanda has support of
165 lawmakers in the 275-
member House of
Representatives which includes
CPN-UML with 78, CPN-MC
with 32, RSP with 20, RPP with
14, JSP with 12, Janamat with
6 and Nagarik Unmukti Party
with 3.

Prachanda is being
appointed as the Prime
Minister of Nepal for the third
time.

Born in Dhikurpokhari of
Kaski district near Pokhara on
December 11, 1954, Prachanda
remained underground for
almost 13 years. He joined
mainstream politics when the
CPN-Maoist adopted peaceful
politics, ending decade long

armed insurgency.
He led the decade-long

armed struggle from 1996 to
2006 that ultimately ended
with signing of the
Comprehensive Peace
Agreement in November 2006.

Earlier, a crucial meeting
was held at former prime min-
ister Oli's residence where
CPN-Maoist Centre and other
smaller parties agreed to form
a government under the lead-
ership of ‘Prachanda'.

There has been an under-
standing between Prachanda
and Oli to lead the government
on rotation basis and Oli
agreed to make Prachanda
Prime Minister at the first
chance as per his demand.

"As the largest party the
Nepali Congress failed to form
a government under its lead-
ership as per Article 76(2) of
the Constitution within the
president's deadline. Now, the
CPN-UML has taken the ini-
tiative to form the new gov-
ernment under the leadership
of Prachanda with the support
of 165 lawmakers," Shankar
Pokharel, CPN-UML general
secretary, told reporters after
the meeting.

Earlier in the day,
Prachanda walked out of the
Nepali Congress led five-party
alliance after Prime Minister
and Nepali Congress presi-
dent Sher Bahadur Deuba

rejected his bid to become the
Prime Minister in the first
round.

Deuba and Prachanda had
earlier reached a tacit under-
standing to lead the new gov-
ernment on a rotational basis.

During talks with
Prachanda on Sunday morning
at the PM House, Nepali
Congress had staked claim for
both the key posts of President
and Prime Minister, which
Prachanda had rejected result-
ing in failure of the talks,
Maoist sources said.

The NC offered the post of
Speaker to the Maoist Party,
which was rejected by
Prachanda. "The alliance has
broken as the last-minute talk
between Deuba and Prachanda
failed to strike a deal," Shah told
PTI earlier in the day.

After talks with Prime
Minister Deuba failed,
Prachanda reached the private
residence of CPN-UML chair-
man Oli to seek his support to
become the Prime Minister. He
was joined by leaders of other
smaller parties.

Nepali Congress is the
largest party with 89 seats in the
House of Representatives while
CPN-UML and CPN-MC have
78 and 32 seats, respectively.

No party in the 275-mem-
ber House of Representatives
has 138 seats required to form
a government.
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Could the COVID-19 surge
in China unleash a new

coronavirus mutant on the
world?

Scientists don't know but
worry that might happen. It
could be similar to omicron
variants circulating there now.
It could be a combination of
strains. Or something entirely
different, they say.“China has a
population that is very large
and there's limited immunity.
And that seems to be the set-
ting in which we may see an
explosion of a new variant,"
said Dr. Stuart Campbell Ray,
an infectious disease expert at
Johns Hopkins University.

Every new infection offers
a chance for the coronavirus to
mutate, and the virus is spread-
ing rapidly in China. The coun-
try of 1.4 billion has largely
abandoned its “zero COVID”
policy. Though overall report-
ed vaccination rates are high,
booster levels are lower, espe-
cially among older people.
Domestic vaccines have proven
less effective against serious
infection than Western-made
messenger RNA versions.
Many were given more than a
year ago, meaning immunity
has waned. 

The result? Fertile ground
for the virus to change.

“When we've seen big
waves of infection, it's often fol-

lowed by new variants being
generated,” Ray said.

About three years ago, the
original version of the coron-
avirus spread from China to the
rest of the world and was even-
tually replaced by the delta
variant, then omicron and its

descendants, which continue
plaguing the world today.

Dr. Shan-Lu Liu, who stud-
ies viruses at Ohio State
University, said many existing
omicron variants have been
detected in China, including
BF.7, which is extremely adept

at evading immunity and is
believed to be driving the cur-
rent surge. Experts said a par-
tially immune population like
China's puts particular pressure
on the virus to change. Ray
compared the virus to a boxer
that “learns to evade the skills
that you have and adapt to get
around those.”

One big unknown is
whether a new variant will
cause more severe disease.
Experts say there's no inherent
biological reason the virus has
to become milder over time.

“Much of the mildness
we've experienced over the
past six to 12 months in many
parts of the world has been due
to accumulated immunity

either through vaccination or
infection, not because the virus
has changed" in severity, Ray
said. 

In China, most people have
never been exposed to the
coronavirus. China's vaccines
rely on an older technology
producing fewer antibodies
than messenger RNA vaccines. 

Given those realities, Dr.
Gagandeep Kang, who studies
viruses at the Christian Medical
College in Vellore, India, said
it remains to be seen if the virus
will follow the same pattern of
evolution in China as it has in
the rest of the world after vac-
cines came out. “Or," she asked,
“will the pattern of evolution be
completely different?”
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South Africa was coming to
grips Sunday with the full

extent of the destruction and
deaths caused by a Christmas
Eve tanker truck explosion
near Johannesburg as officials
reported the death toll rising
to 15.

The truck was carrying
gas when it got stuck under a
low-lying bridge in the town of
Boksburg, on Saturday, spark-
ing flames. As firefighters
worked to extinguish the
flames the tanker exploded,
according to emergency ser-
vices officials..A “fire bomb”
from the explosion substan-
tially damaged Tambo
Memorial Hospital, located
about 100 meters (110 yards)
away, authorities said. Three
hospital staff members were
among those killed, Minister of
Health Joe Phaahla said. 

The hospital's emergency
unit and X-ray department
were badly damaged, he said.

Residents who had gath-
ered to see the burning truck
fled from the explosion, some
with their clothes burned off,
witnesses told the News24
news website. At least 321
injured people were taken to
the damaged hospital, though
some were later transferred to
other Johannesburg-area hos-
pitals.

Several houses and vehicles
were also damaged by the
explosion, according to offi-
cials. “A fireball in the sky,” is
how resident Rolf Bjornstad
described the explosion to
News24. 

“There was heat coming
into the house. I thought of my
wife, kids, and helping the
affected people,” he said.

The tanker truck trans-
porting liquefied petroleum
gas — used in homes and
industries for heating and
cooking — was en route to
Botswana from South Africa's
Indian Ocean port of Richards
Bay, said officials. 
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Afrigid winter storm killed at least 18
people as it swept across the coun-
try, knocking out power to hun-

dreds of thousands of homes and busi-
nesses and leaving millions of people on
edge about the possibility of Christmas Eve
blackouts. 

The storm unleashed its full fury on
Buffalo, New York, with hurricane-force
winds causing whiteout conditions.
Emergency response efforts were paral-
ysed, and the city's international airport
was shut down.

Across the U.S., officials have attrib-
uted deaths to exposure, car crashes, a
falling tree limb and other effects of the
storm. At least three people died in the
Buffalo area, including two who suffered
medical emergencies in their homes and
couldn't be saved because emergency
crews were unable to reach them amid his-
toric blizzard conditions.

Deep snow, single-digit temperatures
and day-old power outages sent Buffalo
residents scrambling Saturday to get out
of their houses to anywhere that had heat.
New York Gov. Kathy Hochul said the
Buffalo Niagara International Airport
would be closed through Monday morn-
ing and almost every fire truck in the city
was stranded in the snow.

“No matter how many emergency
vehicles we have, they cannot get through
the conditions as we speak,” Hochul said.

Blinding blizzards, freezing rain and
frigid cold also knocked out power in
places from Maine to Seattle, while a major
electricity grid operator warned the 65 mil-
lion people it serves across the eastern U.S.
That rolling blackouts might be required.

Pennsylvania-based PJM
Interconnection said power plants are hav-
ing difficulty operating in the frigid
weather and has asked residents in 13 states
to conserve electricity through at least

Christmas morning. The Tennessee Valley
Authority, which provides electricity to 10
million people in the state and parts of six
surrounding ones, directed local power
companies to implement planned inter-
ruptions but ended the measure by
Saturday afternoon. The start of the NFL's
Tennessee Titans' game in Nashville was
delayed an hour by a planned power out-
age. 

Across the six New England states,

more than 273,000 customers remained
without power on Saturday, with Maine the
hardest hit and some utilities saying it
could be days before electricity is restored. 

In North Carolina, 169,000 customers
were without power as of the afternoon,
down from a peak of more than 485,000,
but utility officials said rolling blackouts
would continue for “the next few days.”

Those without power included James
Reynolds of Greensboro, who said his

housemate, a 70-year-old with diabetes and
severe arthritis, spent the morning bun-
dled beside a kerosene heater with indoor
temperatures “hovering in the 50s.” 

In the Buffalo suburb of Cheektowaga,
two people died in their homes Friday
when emergency crews could not reach
them in time to treat their medical con-
ditions, according to Erie County
Executive Mark Poloncarz. He said anoth-
er person died in Buffalo and said the bliz-

zard may be “the worst storm in our com-
munity's history.”

It was taking ambulances over three
hours to do one trip to a hospital,
Poloncarz said.

Forecasters said 28 inches (71 cen-
timeters) of snow accumulated as of
Saturday in Buffalo. Last month, areas just
south of the city saw a record 6 feet of snow
(about 1.8 meters) from a single storm. 

The latest storm knocked out the fur-
nace in the Buffalo home of Brian LaPrade,
who woke up Saturday morning to indoor
temperatures dipping below 50 degrees
Fahrenheit (10 degrees Celsius).

“I had to go out and dig out the vents,”
LaPrade said. “As it was, the snow was taller
than my snow blower.”

Plows were on the roads, but large
snow drifts, abandoned cars and downed
power lines were slowing progress.

On the Ohio Turnpike, four died in a
pileup involving some 50 vehicles. A
Kansas City, Missouri, driver was killed
Thursday after skidding into a creek, and
three others died Wednesday in separate
crashes on icy northern Kansas roads. 

A utility worker in Ohio was also killed
Friday while trying to restore power,
according to the Buckeye Rural Electric
Cooperative. It said the 22-year-old died
in “an electrical contact incident” near
Pedro in Lawrence County.

A woman in Vermont died in a hos-
pital Friday after a tree broke in the high
winds and fell on her. Police in Colorado
Springs said they found the body of a per-
son who appeared to be homeless as sub-
zero temperatures and snow descended on
the region. Near Janesville, Wisconsin, a
57-year-old woman died Friday after
falling through the ice on a river, the Rock
County Sheriff 's Office announced.

Along Interstate 71 in Kentucky, Terry
Henderson and her husband, Rick, were
stuck for 34 hours in a massive traffic jam
caused by several accidents. The truck dri-

vers weathered the wait in a rig outfitted
with a diesel heater, a toilet and a refrig-
erator but nonetheless regretted trying to
drive from Alabama to their home near
Akron, Ohio, for Christmas.

“We should have stayed,” Terry
Henderson said after they got moving
again Saturday. 

The storm was nearly unprecedented
in its scope, stretching from the Great
Lakes near Canada to the Rio Grande
along the border with Mexico. About 60%
of the U.S. Population faced some sort of
winter weather advisory or warning, and
temperatures plummeted drastically below
normal from east of the Rocky Mountains
to the Appalachians, the National Weather
Service said.

As millions of Americans were trav-
eling ahead of Christmas, more than
2,360 flights within, into or out of the U.S.
Were canceled Saturday, according to the
tracking site FlightAware. 

In Mexico, migrants camped near the
U.S. Border were facing unusually cold
temperatures as they awaited a U.S.
Supreme Court decision on pandemic-era
restrictions that prevent many from seek-
ing asylum. 

Forecasters said a bomb cyclone —
when atmospheric pressure drops very
quickly in a strong storm — had developed
near the Great Lakes, stirring up blizzard
conditions, including heavy winds and
snow.

Western New York often sees dramatic
lake-effect snow, which is caused by cool
air picking up moisture from the warm
water, then dumping it on the land. But
even area residents found conditions
Christmas Eve to be dire. 

Latricia Stroud and her two daughters,
1 and 12, were stranded without heat or
power in their Buffalo house since Friday
afternoon, with the snow too deep to leave.

“I have to go over a snowbank to get
out,” Stroud told the AP.
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AUS court has ruled that
Marine Corps cannot deny

entry to Sikhs sporting a beard
and wearing a turban, in a
major victory for three recruits
from the community who can
now join the elite unit's basic
training without having to for-
feit their religious beliefs.

The trio of recruits -
Aekash Singh, Jaskirat Singh,
and Milaap Singh Chahal - had
sought an exemption from a
Marines grooming rule requir-
ing them to shave their beards,
with the men arguing it was
their expression of commit-
ment to their religious faith.

The Marine Corps told
three Sikh men that they could
serve only if they shaved before
going through basic training.

They appealed to the US
Court of Appeals for the DC
Circuit in September after a
lower-court judge denied their
request for a preliminary
injunction that would have
allowed them to enter basic
training with their articles of
faith.

“They are now suffering

and will continue to suffer
grave, immediate, and ongoing
injuries to the exercise of their
faith,” the three-judge bench of
the US Court of Appeals here
ruled on Friday.

“A federal court has just
ruled that Sikhs can maintain
their religious beards while
serving their country in the
U.S. Marine Corps. 

Now, three Sikh recruits,
who had previously been
denied religious accommoda-
tions, can enter basic training,”
lawyer Eric Baxter, who repre-
sented the three men, 
tweeted.

“This is a major ruling for
religious freedom—for years,
the Marine Corps has barred
Sikh recruits with religious
beards from entry into basic
training. Today's ruling strikes
down that rule as a "violation
of the Religious Freedom
Restoration Act (RFRA),” he
said.

“No one should have to
choose between serving God
and country,” he added in a
series of tweets.

The Marines' ban on facial
hair applies in basic training
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Ajudge has thrown out
Republican Kari Lake's

challenge of her defeat in the
Arizona governor's race to
Democrat Katie Hobbs, reject-
ing her claim that problems
with ballot printers at some
polling places on Election Day
were the result of intentional
misconduct.

In a decision on Saturday,
Maricopa County Superior
Court Judge Peter Thompson,
who was appointed by then-
Republican Gov. Jan Brewer,
found that the court did not
find clear and convincing evi-
dence of the widespread mis-
conduct that Lake had alleged
had affected the result of the
2022 general election.

Lake, who lost to Hobbs by
just over 17,000 votes, was
among the most vocal 2022
Republicans promoting for-
mer President Donald Trump's
election lies, which she made
the centrepiece of her cam-
paign. While most of the other
election deniers around the
country conceded after losing
their races in November, Lake
has not. Instead, she asked the
judge to either declare her the
winner or order a revote in
Maricopa County.

Lawyers for Lake focused
on problems with ballot print-
ers at some polling places in
Maricopa County, home to
more than 60 per cent of
Arizona's voters.

The defective printers pro-
duced ballots that were too
light to be read by the on-site
tabulators at polling places.
Lines backed up in some areas
amid the confusion.

County officials say every-
one had a chance to vote and
all ballots were counted, since
ballots affected by the printers
were taken to more sophisti-
cated counters at the elections
department headquarters. They
are in the process of investi-
gating the root cause of the
printer problems.

Lake's attorneys also
claimed the chain of custody
for ballots was broken at an off-
site facility, where a contractor
scans mail ballots to prepare
them for processing. They
claim workers at the facility put
their own mail ballots into the
pile, rather than sending their
ballots through normal chan-
nels, and also that paperwork
documenting the transfer of
ballots was missing. The coun-
ty disputes the claim.

At a two-day trial over
Lake's claims, her lawyers
alleged small-bore problems
that didn't appear to show the
widespread, intentional mis-
conduct she would need to
prove. Lake faced extremely
long odds in her challenge,
needing to prove not only that
misconduct occurred, but also
that it was intended to deny her
victory and did in fact result in
the wrong woman being
declared the winner.
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Three major international
aid groups on Sunday sus-

pended their operations in
Afghanistan following a deci-
sion by the country's Taliban
rulers to ban women from
working at non-governmental
organisations.

Save the Children, the
Norwegian Refugee Council
and CARE said they cannot
effectively reach children,
women and men in desperate
need in Afghanistan without
the women in their workforces.

The NGO ban was intro-
duced a day earlier, allegedly

because women weren't wear-
ing the Islamic headscarf cor-
rectly. The three NGOs provide
healthcare, education, child
protection and nutrition ser-
vices and support amid plum-
meting humanitarian condi-
tions.

“We have complied with
all cultural norms and we sim-
ply can't work without our
dedicated female staff, who
are essential for us to access
women who are in desperate
need of assistance," Neil Turner,
the Norwegian Refugee
Council's chief for Afghanistan,
told The Associated Press on
Sunday. He said the group has

468 female staff in the country.
The Taliban takeover sent

Afghanistan's economy into a
tailspin and transformed the
country, driving millions into
poverty and hunger.

Foreign aid stopped
almost overnight. Sanctions
on Taliban rulers, a halt on
bank transfers and frozen bil-
lions in Afghanistan's curren-
cy reserves have already
restricted access to global insti-
tutions and the outside money
that supported the country's
aid-dependent economy before
the withdrawal of US and
NATO forces.

Last month, in an inter-

view with the AP, a top official
from the International
Committee of the Red Cross,
Martin Schuepp, said more
Afghans will struggle for sur-
vival as living conditions dete-
riorate in the year ahead and
the country braces for its sec-
ond winter under Taliban rule.

The US warned the NGO
ban will disrupt vital and life-
saving assistance to millions.

“Women are central to
humanitarian operations
around the world,” US
Secretary of State Antony
Blinken said on Saturday. “This
decision could be devastating
for the Afghan people.”
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AChristmas Eve shooting at
a pub in northwest

England kil led a young
woman and wounded three
men, police said on Sunday. 

The Merseyside Police
force said it was investigating
the 11:50 pm on Saturday
shooting at the Lighthouse
pub in the town of Wallasey as
a murder case. Police have not
detained any suspects.

“This investigation is in
the very early stages, and we
understand that this is a truly
shocking and devastating inci-
dent that has happened just
before Christmas Day in a
busy venue full of young peo-
ple," Detective Superintendent
David McCaughrean said. 

The woman died at a hos-
pital “with an injury consistent

with a gunshot wound,” the
police force said in a state-
ment. Along with the three
men wounded, several people
were injured, according to
the statement. 

Investigators were seeking
witnesses as well as cellphone
video and closed circuit tele-
vision footage to figure out
what happened,
McCaughrean said. 

“We believe that the gun-
man left the pub car park in
a dark colored vehicle, possi-
bly a dark colored Mercedes

shortly after the shooting,
and we are keen to hear from
anyone who saw this to con-
tact us immediately,” he said. 

The minister of a nearby
church told Britain's Press
Association news agency that
the shooting will come as a
shock to local residents
because of where the pub is
located. 

“We've got a lot of young
people, families in that area.
The Lighthouse is central in
that community," Jeffrey
Hughes, minister of the

United Reformed Church,
said. 

Hughes said his church's
Christmas morning service
would not be “as much a cel-
ebration as it was going to be”
because of the upsetting news. 

The violence “shows us
that even though we cele-
brate Christmas, we're still
very far from those ideals (of
peace) as a society,” he told
PA. Gun violence is compar-
atively rare in Britain, where
most police officers do not
carry guns. 
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and “combat zones,” a desig-
nation the plaintiffs said in
court covers over three dozen
countries where hazard pay is
given, the Washington Post
newspaper reported.

The Marines claimed that
beards will impact "troop uni-
formity" and appearance
among recruits, ultimately
threatening national 
security.
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The combined market valu-
ation of the top 10 valued

firms eroded by �1,68,552.42
crore last week, with Reliance
Industries taking the biggest hit
in an overall weak broader
market.

Last week, the Sensex tum-
bled 1,492.52 points or 2.43 per
cent. Market sentiment
remained weak amid surging
Covid cases in China and a few
other nations, while stronger
US growth data cemented
expectations of the Federal
Reserve continuing with its
hawkish stance.

Reliance Industries’ valu-
ation tanked �42,994.44 crore
to �16,92,411.37 crore. State
Bank of India’s market valua-
tion tumbled �26,193.74 crore
to �5,12,228.09 crore.

The valuation of HDFC
Bank eroded by �22,755.96
crore to �8,90,970.33 crore and
that of Life Insurance
Corporation of India (LIC)
plunged �18,690.03 crore to
�4,16,848.97 crore.

The market capitalisation
(mcap) of ICICI Bank dimin-
ished by �16,014.14 crore to
�6,13,366.40 crore and that of

Hindustan Unilever declined
by �11,877.18 crore to
�6,15,557.67 crore.

The mcap of Infosys
slumped �10,436.04 crore to
�6,30,181.15 crore and that of
HDFC went lower by �8,181.86
crore to �4,78,278.62 crore.

Bharti Airtel’s mcap
declined by �7,457.25 crore to
�4,49,868.21 crore and that of
Tata Consultancy Services
(TCS) dipped �3,951.78 crore
to �11,80,885.65 crore.

In the ranking of top-10
companies, Reliance Industries
retained the title of the most
valued firm followed by TCS,
HDFC Bank, Infosys,
Hindustan Unilever, ICICI
Bank, State Bank of India,
HDFC, Bharti Airtel and LIC. 
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The country’s largest insur-
er LIC may take a call on

composite licence clause after
the passage of Insurance Laws
(Amendment) Bill in
Parliament, sources said.

As per the proposed Bill,
an applicant may apply for
registration of one or more
classes/sub-classes of insur-
ance business of any category
or type of insurer.

However, reinsurers are
prohibited from seeking regis-
tration of any other class of
insurance business. A com-
posite licence will allow insur-
ers to undertake general and
health insurance via a single
entity.

Sources said LIC would
take a call on composite licence
and other issues emanating
out of passage of the Bill in a
comprehensive manner tak-
ing into consideration Life
Insurance Corporation Act,
1956.

The Bill, with proposed
amendments to the Insurance
Act 1938 and Insurance
Regulatory and Development
Authority Act, 1999, is expect-
ed to be tabled in Parliament in
the upcoming Budget session
starting next month, sources
said.

If the proposal for com-
posite insurance registration is
passed, there would be change
in solvency margin and capital
requirement for these compa-
nies. The proposed amend-
ments suggest that the mini-

mum paid up capital be spec-
ified by the Insurance
Regulatory and Development
Authority of India (IRDAI)
considering the size and scale
of operations, class or sub-class
of insurance business and the
category or type of insurer.
Currently, solvency ratio is
pegged at 150 per cent while
paid up capital is �100 crore as
per the existing law.

The finance ministry has
recently circulated for wider
consultation the amendment in
insurance law, including reduc-
tion in minimum capital
requirement, with a view to
enhancing insurance penetra-
tion, improve0 efficiency, and
enable product innovation and
diversification.

Insurance penetration in
India during 2021-22 was 4.2
per cent, remaining same as in
2020-21. Insurance density in
India increased from $78 in
2020-21 to $91 in 2021-22. The
level of insurance density has

reported consistent increase
from $11.5 in 2001-02 to $64.4
in the year 2010-11.

The proposed amend-
ments primarily focus on
enhancing the promoting pol-
icyholders’ interests, improving
returns to the policyholders,
facilitating entry of more play-
ers in insurance market leading
to economic growth and
employment generation,
enhancing efficiencies of the
insurance industry - opera-
tional as well as financial and
enabling ease of doing business.

Presently, there are 24 life
insurance companies and 31
non-life or general insurance
firms, including specialised
players like the Agriculture
Insurance Company of India
Ltd and ECGC Ltd. 

Last year, the government
brought an amendment in the
Insurance Act to allow increas-
ing foreign holding in insurers
from 49 per cent to 74 
per cent.
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The NCLAT has set aside an
order passed by fair trade

regulator Competition
Commission of India (CCI)
with respect to DLF and direct-
ed it to examine the matter.

The case pertains to CCI
rejecting a complaint against
DLF and its subsidiary for
alleged abuse of the dominant
position on the basis of a sec-
ond/supplementary report
from DG.

The appellate tribunal said
CCI was “not authorised to
pass an order for further inves-
tigation” if once its probe unit
- the DG (Director General)
has already “noticed the viola-
tion” in its first report and “the
same cannot be justified”.

Based on the second/sup-
plementary DG report, CCI

passed the order concluding
that “the contravention of the
provisions” of the Competition
Act was not established against
DLF and its wholly-owned
subsidiary DLF Home
Developers.

A two-member NCLAT
bench said it was “of the opin-
ion that without going into fur-
ther detail or delving into the

merit of the case the order
impugned is liable to be set
aside since the order is pri-
marily passed on the supple-
mentary investigation report
submitted by the DG which
was conducted on a void order
of the CCI.”

The matter pertains to
Regal Garden in Sector 90, DLF
Garden City, Gurugram, where
an informant had complained
against the realty firm alleging
the clauses in the buyer-seller
agreement reflected abuse of
dominance by DLF Home
Developers.

The informant had com-
plained before the CCI alleging
clauses to be “highly unfair and
discriminatory”, however, the
fair trade regulator had on
August 31, 2018, closed observ-
ing that there was no 
violation.
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The Department for
Promotion of Industry and

Internal Trade (DPIIT) has
sought the views of 16 depart-
ments and Ministries on its
draft national retail trade pol-
icy, which is aimed at the over-
all development of all formats
of the sector, an official said.

After getting comments
from all the departments and
ministries, DPIIT would seek
approval of the Union Cabinet
on the policy, the official 
added.

The policy would focus
on formulating strategies to
provide a globally competitive
and sustainable environment
for the overall development of
retail trade through targeted
efforts.

The objectives of the pol-
icy include ensuring easy and
quick access to affordable cred-
it, facilitating modernization
and digitisation of retail trade
by promoting modern tech-

nology and superior infra-
structural support; develop-
ment of physical infrastructure
across the distribution chain;
promotion of skill develop-
ment and improve labour pro-
ductivity, and providing an
effective consultative and griev-
ance redressal mechanism for
the sector.

India is the world’s fifth-
largest global destination in the
retail space.

According to a report of
CII-Kearney on retail, a cohe-
sive national retail policy can
help generate 30 lakh more jobs
by 2024.
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Riding on the back of a 26
per cent surge in tax col-

lections, the Government is set
to unveil the next set of reforms
in tax administration by prun-
ing the number of forms avail-
able for filing Income Tax
Return (ITR) to improve tax-
payers’ experience and reduce
the time taken to file returns.

Both direct and indirect tax
collections have been buoyant
in 2022 is clear indication of
revival of the economy after the
pandemic and also as a result
of government efforts to plug
tax leakages.

Going forward, as it seeks
to tighten the noose around
evaders, the government may
also look at stricter tax deduc-
tion norms for e-commerce
and online service providers,
besides online gaming.

Taxation of the digital
economy, ensuring develop-
ing countries get their fair
share of taxes and global coor-
dination for taxation of cryp-
tocurrencies would be one of
the priority areas as India is all
set to host the leaders of G-20
countries next year.

Rationalisation of long-
term capital gains tax structure
is also expected to bring pari-

ty in holding period between
similar asset classes. Currently,
shares held for more than one
year attract a 10 per cent tax on
long-term capital gains. Gains
arising from sale of immovable
property and unlisted shares
held for more than 2 years and
debt instruments and jewellery
held for over 3 years attract 20
per cent long term-capital gains
tax.

Some tweaking in the new
tax regime is also expected next
year as the government wants
to make the exemption-free tax
regime more attractive to indi-
vidual income taxpayers.

In the longer run, the gov-
ernment wants to do away
with the complex old tax
regime by establishing a new
system, devoid of exemptions
and deductions. Moving in

that direction the government
in Union Budget 2020-21 gave
option to taxpayers to choose
between the old regime with
various deductions and exemp-
tions and the new tax regime
that offered lower tax rates
without exemptions and
deductions. Even after two
years of it coming into effect,
the new tax regime has not
taken off and the I-T depart-
ment is now considering some
tinkering with it so that more
taxpayers shift to it.

The gross collection of
direct taxes (before adjusting
for refunds) till December 17
of current fiscal year stood at
Rs 13.63 lakh crore, a rise of 26
per cent over the same period
of 2021-22 on robust growth in
advance tax payment and TDS
deductions.

�������� ��������/�����
���������������
/�
	���
����	��
���&
��	������$
	

��� � �12�314,+�

The Board of Oil and Natural
Gas Corporation (ONGC)

is being revamped by merging
two directorships into one and
creating a new position of
director for corporate affairs in
an attempt to breathe fresh life
into the state-owned behe-
moth that is increasingly look-
ing beyond oil and gas, sources
said. 

ONGC Board presently
has six directors for explo-
ration, onshore operations, off-
shore operations, finance,
human resources and technical
and field services. It used to be
headed by a chairman and
managing director. 

The government earlier
this month appointed Arun
Kumar Singh, who had recent-
ly retired as head of oil refin-
ing and fuel marketing com-
pany BPCL, as the chairman of
ONGC but not as its managing

director. 
While this is the first

instance of a 60-year-old retired
person being appointed as the
head of a bluechip state-owned
firm, the government also ini-
tiated a board revamp. 

A post of Director
(Production) has been created
after merging Director
(Onshore), who is in charge of
all oil and gas fields located on

land, and Director (Offshore)
who looks after all offshore
assets such as the prime
Mumbai High fields, two
sources aware of the matter
said. 

A new position of Director
(Strategy & Corporate Affairs)
has also been created. 

The post of Director
(Production) will come into
effect from March 1, 2023 after

Director (Onshore) Anurag
Sharma superannuates on
February 28, 2023. The job is
likely to go to Pankaj Kumar,
Director (Offshore). 

The new Director
(Strategy & Corporate Affairs)
is likely to look after informa-
tion technology, communica-
tion services, safety, occupa-
tional health, environment,
business development, joint
ventures and marketing after a
rejig of workforce between the
different functions happens,
the sources said. 

The jobs that the new
position will handle are cur-
rently rotated among directors.
For instance, marketing is with
the Director (Onshore). 

Sources said the idea
behind the board revamp is to
bring greater synergies in oper-
ations and allow focussed
attention on oil and gas pro-
duction with a single director
responsible for all fields. 
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India may attract eyes of over-
seas investors in 2023 as well

on account of measures such as
rollout of the production linked
incentive (PLI) schemes and
projection of healthy econom-
ic growth, though global eco-
nomic uncertainties due to
monetary policy tightening in
the US and ongoing Russia-
Ukraine war may remain cause
for concern. 

Steps to promote ease of
doing business, skilled man-
power, presence of natural
resources, liberal FDI policies,
huge domestic market and
prospects of healthy GDP
growth are the reasons for
optimism on the foreign
inflows front for India in 2023
but issues such as delay in
enforcement of contracts, cum-
bersome procedures and high
interest rates are still sore
points. 

According to the latest
world investment report 2022
of UNCTAD, the recovery of

greenfield investment in indus-
try remains fragile, especially in
developing countries. 

It has also stated that the
fallout of the war in Ukraine
with the triple food, fuel and
finance crises, along with the
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic
and climate disruption, are
adding stress, particularly in
developing countries. 

India has so far received
healthy foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI) in 2022. As per the
latest figures of the govern-
ment, India has received for-
eign investments worth $ 42.5
billion during January-
September 2022. It stood at
$51.3 billion in 2021. 

The country has registered
its highest-ever total FDI
inflows of $84.84 billion in
2021-22. 

FDI equity inflows into
India, however, contracted by
14 per cent to $26.9 billion dur-
ing the April-September peri-
od this fiscal. The total FDI
inflows (which include equity
inflows, reinvested earnings
and other capital) too has
declined to $39 billion during
the first half of this fiscal as
against $42.86 billion in the
year-ago period. 

Secretary in the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) Anurag Jain said India
is the preferred investment
destination due to series of
measures such as liberalisation
in the FDI policy, steps to fur-
ther promote ease of doing
business, reducing compliance
burden for industry, rollout of
the PLI schemes and the PM
GatiShakti National Master
Plan for integrated infrastruc-
ture development.
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After a spectacular 2021,
the mutual fund industry

failed to continue the momen-
tum this year with the growth
in asset base, investors count
and flows subsiding in 2022 on
volatile market conditions, but
the New Year is expected to be
relatively better.

The industry grew at a
slower pace in 2022, mainly
due to global headwinds,
including the Russia-Ukraine
war, supply chain bottlenecks
and a decadal high global infla-
tion coupled with rising inter-
est rates. The 2021 growth was
mainly braced by a rally in the
stock markets.

The assets under manage-
ment (AUM) of the mutual
fund industry rose by 7 per
cent or �2.65 lakh crore in
2022. This was way lower than
a surge of nearly 22 per cent or
an increase of close to �7 lakh
crore in the asset base seen in
2021, data from the Association
of Mutual Fund Industry

(Amfi) showed.
Swapnil Bhaskar, Head of

Strategy, Niyo, said the mutu-
al fund industry growth in
2023 is expected to be in line
with the current trend with
estimated assets under man-
agement of about �44 lakh
crore at the end of 2023. The
growth would be driven by eco-
nomic growth and retail par-
ticipation from young
investors.

However, industry body
Amfi (Association of Mutual
Funds in India) CEO N S
Venkatesh believes that the
industry will grow 16-17 per
cent in 2023, aided by India’s
growth story, and upcoming

budget announcements would
support the growth.

The next year’s growth
would be fuelled by increasing
awareness about the benefits of
investing in mutual funds
across asset classes along with
a young generation of investors
investing in the space as well as
existing investors increasing
allocations, said Kaustubh
Belapurkar, Director –
Manager Research,
Morningstar Investment
Adviser India.

As per the data, the AUM
of the mutual fund industry
rose to an all-time high of Rs
40.37 lakh crore in 2022 (till
November-end) from �37.72
lakh crore at the end of
December 2021. It stood at Rs
31 lakh crore in December
2020.

The year 2022 also marked
the 10th consecutive yearly
rise in the industry AUM after
a drop in two preceding years.
This year’s growth in the indus-
try was supported by inflows in
equity schemes.
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With increasing congestion across
cities in India, Maruti Suzuki India

expects sales of its vehicles with auto gear
shift to pick up further next year, accord-
ing to company Senior Executive Officer,
Marketing & Sales Shashank Srivastava.

The company had introduced the
auto gear shift (AGS) technology that
relieves drivers from manually changing
gears using the clutch, for the first time in
2013-14 on its hatchback Celerio. It has
cumulatively sold 7.74 lakh units of such
vehicles across its portfolio so far.

“After we introduced AGS, slowly we
have expanded it in so many of our mod-
els. We do believe that with increased con-
gestion, especially in urban areas, AGS is
a further addition to the ease of driving.
So we believe technology will pick up even
further,” Srivastava told PTI. The compa-
ny has nine models — Celerio, Alto K10,

WagonR, Dzire, Ignis, Swift, Brezza, S-
Presso and Baleno — which come with the
AGS option.

In terms of AGS penetration, he said,
“It varies between 12 per cent to 23 per cent
across the models” and the volume among
individual models also “varies because of
different times of introduction”.

Celerio has clocked cumulative sales
of 2 lakh units of AGS, followed by
WagonR at 1.39 lakh units, Swift 1.24 lakh
units, Dzire 1.01 lakh units, Alto K10
68,000 units, Ignis 49,000 units, Brezza
39,000 units, S-Presso 37,000 units and
Baleno 20,000 units.
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Foreign investors have
infused a net �11,557 crore

in Indian equities in December
so far despite a market correc-
tion and increasing concerns
over re-emergence of Covid in
China and some other parts of
the world. 

Going ahead, macro data
from the US and Covid news
will drive FPI flows and the
markets in the near term, said
V K Vijayakumar, Chief
Investment Strategist at Geojit
Financial Services. 

According to data with the
depositories, Foreign Portfolio
Investors (FPIs) invested a net
sum of �11,557 crore in equi-
ties during December 1-23. 

This comes following a net
investment of over �36,200
crore in November primarily
due to weakening of the US
dollar index and positivity
about overall macroeconomic
trends.  Prior to this, foreign
investors pulled out �8 crore in
October and �7,624 crore in
September.

“Increasing concerns over
re-emergence of Covid in some
parts of the world and recession
worries in the US, FPIs
remained net buyers in the
Indian equity markets (in
December),” said Himanshu
Srivastava, Associate Director
-Manager Research,
Morningstar India. 
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The road transport and high-
ways sector has the maxi-

mum number of delayed pro-
jects at 358, followed by rail-
ways at 111 and the petroleum
sector at 87, showed a
Government report.

In the road transport and
highways sector, 358 out of 769
projects are delayed. In rail-
ways, out of 173 projects, 111

are delayed, while in the petro-
leum sector, 87 out of 154
projects are running behind
schedule, as per the latest flash
report on infrastructure pro-
jects for November 
2022.

The Infrastructure and
Project Monitoring Division
(IPMD) is mandated to mon-
itor central sector infrastruc-
ture projects costing �150 crore
and above based on the infor-

mation provided on the Online
Computerised Monitoring
System (OCMS) by the project
i m p l e m e n t i n g
agencies. 

The IPMD comes under
the Ministry of Statistics and
Programme Implementation.

The report showed that
the Muneerabad-
Mahaboobnagar rail project is
the most-delayed project. It is
delayed by 276 months.
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Adogged 71-run stand
between Shreyas Iyer and
R Ashwin came to India's

rescue as the visitors fought back
from a hopeless situation to pull
off a three-wicket win over
Bangladesh in the second Test
and clinch the series 2-0 here on
Sunday.

With India at 74 for seven
chasing 145, Bangladesh were on
course for their first ever Test win
against their formidable neigh-
bours before Iyer (29 not out off
46) and Aswhin (42 not out off
62) denied them with an unbeat-
en 71-run stand off 105 balls.

Off-spinner Mehidy Hazan
Miraz (5/63) gave his all on way
to a five wicket haul but it did not
prove to be enough.

The come-from-behind win
meant India wrapped up the
series 2-0 to strengthen their
chances of a second straight
final appearance in the World
Test Championship.

Bangladesh spinners were
all over the Indians after the start
of play on Sunday. Resuming the
innings at 45 for four, India lost
Jaydev Unadkat (13) in the sec-
ond over of the day.

After slog sweeping Miraz for
a six, Unadkat was caught plumb
in front of the stumps with a slid-
er from Shakib Al Hasan.
Unadkat took the review in des-
peration but ended up wasting it.

India's crisis man Rishabh
Pant walked into the middle and
tried to put the pressure back on
the opposition with his counter
attacking approach. The south-
paw had changed the course of
the first innings with his 93 but
fell for nine on this occasion with
Miraz trapping him leg before.

It became 74 for seven when
a well set Axar Patel (34) became
Miraz's fifth wicket. It was the
straighter one again that thud
into his pads before clipping the
leg stump.

India were staring at their
maiden defeat against
Bangladesh before Iyer and
Ashwin provided a ray of hope
with a gritty stand.

The duo was happy to pre-
serve their wicket initially before
Iyer changed the momentum
with back-to-back boundaries
off Shakib in the 41st over.

Miraz offered a loose ball in
the following over and Iyer was
quick to make room and punch
it through cover for another
boundary.

Bangladesh resorted to pace

in their bid to break the stand but
the plan did not work. Ashwin,
who was dropped at short leg on
one, collected a couple of bound-
aries off right arm seamer
Khaled Ahmed to bring the tar-
get down to just 26 runs.

Miraz was brought into the
attack as the last throw of dice
but Aswhin pulled him for a six
before back-to-back boundaries,

sealing the win for the visitors.
Despite the win, India have

a lot of thinking to do going into
the home series against
Australia. The form of the top-
order is a big concern.

India dropping Kuldeep
Yadav after his five wicket haul
in the previous game also
became a big talking point of the
game.
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India's batting approach in the
two Tests against Bangladesh

was a far cry from the aggres-
sion promised by KL Rahul and
the buck stops at the stand-in
captain's doorstep after a close
shave in the Mirpur game
which could have gone the
home team's way.

The Indian bowlers did
get the 40 wickets on expected
lines but their propensity to let
the opposition tail wag nearly
cost them the second Test
which was won by four wick-
ets.

The day four surface was
challenging but knocking off
145 should still have been a

straightforward job for India.
Instead, they chose to employ
ultra-defensive technique on a
track where that should have
been the last option.

In a small run-chase, let-
ting that sort of mindset
allowed the Bangladesh spin-
ners to boss the proceedings.

A special stand between
Shreyas Iyer and Ravichandran
Ashwin saved the blushes for
India but the below par perfor-
mance of the top-order and a
few tactical blunders raise plen-
ty of questions for the tougher
test that awaits them in the
upcoming home series against
Australia.

India don't need to copy
England's uber aggressive style

of play popularly known as
'Bazball' but Rahul and Co
should have taken a leaf out of
their book at least while chas-
ing 145.

Chasing 167 on a tricky
Karachi pitch, England shut the
game by racing to 112 for two
in 17 overs at stumps on day
three. They eventually 'gunned'
down the target in just 28.1
overs the following morning.

The Indian top-order did
not need to go hammer and
tongs like the English but it
could have done a lot more
than just defending against the
rampaging Bangladesh spin-
ners.

Skipper Rahul's never
looked assured in the middle

and was dismissed on the front
foot in the two innings. His
place in the first Test against
Australia in February looks
far from certain.

Shubman Gill and
Cheteshwar Pujara tried to
step out of the crease against
offie Mehidy Hasan Miraz but
failed miserably. The current
generation's struggles against
spin are not new and their
underwhelming showing
against Miraz and Co will only
leave the much more accom-
plished Nathan Lyon licking his
lips ahead of the series opener
in Nagpur.

Virat Kohli's greatness can't
be argued but his 1 off 22 balls
on day three is an innings he
himself would like to forget. He
doesn't play the sweep shot
often but is brilliant at using the
crease.

However, he just chose to
defend everything on the front
foot and it was only a matter of
time before he got the ball that
had his number.

Among the tactical errors,
not playing Kuldeep Yadav
after his eight wicket haul in his
comeback Test stood out.

A third spinner on a turn-
ing track would have possibly
helped India finish the game on
day three itself.

The series opener was won
by a handsome margin but that
could have been wrapped ear-
lier had Rahul chosen to
enforce the follow on.
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Cricket bat and pad exports
from the UK to India

could be in line for a big boost
if a free trade agreement (FTA)
between the two countries
gets finalised, the UK govern-
ment has said.

The Department for
International Trade (DIT)
issued the update on Saturday
following the sixth round of
FTA negotiations wrapped up
in New Delhi last week.

It said the agreement seeks
to cut red tape and tariffs for
businesses,  which could
include reducing the current
20 per cent tariff on cricket
bats and pads made in the UK.

“English cricket is rightly
proud of its world champion
players – but also of our bril-
liant exports like the willow
that goes to make the bats hit-
ting boundaries across the
world,” said Andrew Bowie,
UK Minister for Exports.

“We look forward to con-
cluding a modern ambitious
trade deal with India that

helps UK exporters of all types
hit their sales targets and
builds on the increasing
amount of British goods and
services sold to India, worth 12
billion pounds in the 12
months to the end of June,” he

said.
The DIT said any reduc-

tion could benefit iconic
British brands like Gunn &
Moore, whose bats are used by
England captain Ben Stokes
and have been trading with

India for more than a centu-
ry.

The Nottingham-based
firm, which uses English willow
in its bats and exports both
wooden bat “clefts” and fully
made bats to India, welcomed
the negotiations, saying cuts to
tariffs would help its business.

“Gunn & Moore Cricket are
fully supportive of a UK-India
trade deal and look forward to
that having a very positive out-
come for both countries,” said
Richard Lowy, Gunn & Moore
Sales Director.

According to DIT, an FTA
could see taxes cut or even
removed entirely, along with a
range of duties on other exports
that would help UK firms
expand into an economy due to
become the world's third largest
by 2050.

It pointed out that the lat-
est round of negotiations com-
pleted a week ahead of Friday's
Indian Premier League (IPL)
auction, which saw its teams bid
for players like Stokes and some
of his England ICC T20 Men's
World Cup-winning team-
mates to represent them in the
season ahead.

“England and India have
long shared a passion for crick-
et that extends beyond the
boundaries of play. We are for-
tunate to have a game that can
not only inspire millions of
people across both countries but
which creates opportunities to
compete and learn from one
another in major tournaments
such as the IPL and bring us all
closer together,” said Clare
Connor, England and Wales
Cricket Board Interim CEO.
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Stand-in skipper KL Rahul
on Sunday admitted that

India missed the services of
left-arm wrist spinner Kuldeep
Yadav in the second innings but
said he has "no regret" about
leaving him out of the final Test
against Bangladesh.

Fresh from his match-win-
ning show in India's 188-run
win in the Chattogram Test,
Kuldeep was benched for an
extra seamer in Jaydev
Unadkat, a decision which was
slammed by the likes of Sunil
Gavaskar.

"I don't regret the decision.
It was a right decision. If you
look at the wickets, our fast
bowlers too have taken many
wickets and they had a lot of
assistance. There was a lot of
inconsistent bounce," Rahul
said defending his decision at
the post-match media interac-
tion.

Struggling at 74 for 7 while
chasing a tricky 145 on a diffi-
cult fourth day track, India sur-
vived a scare as Ravichandran
Ashwin and Shreyas Iyer pulled
off an incredible three-wicket
chase with an unbroken eighth
wicket partnership of 71 runs.

"We took the decision
keeping in mind our experi-
ence of playing here in the
ODIs. We saw there's assistance
for both spin and bounce. It
was to have a balanced side and
I think it was a right call," he
added.

Kuldeep had made a spec-
tacular comeback after 22

months, returning with a
match-haul of eight wickets
and also scored a valiant 40 in
a crucial lower-order partner-
ship with Ashwin. He was also
adjudged the man-of-the-

match in their opening Test at
Chattogram.

"It was really a tough call,
knowing that he won us the last
Test. But seeing the pitch a day
before the game, we felt that

there would be assistance for
both fast bowlers and seamers
and keeping that in mind we
wanted to play the best and bal-
anced team that we can," Rahul
said.

The team felt Kuldeep's
absence especially in
Bangladesh's second essay
when India with a crucial first
innings lead of 87 runs strug-
gled to bowl out the home side.

Bangladesh were 70 for 4
but went on to make 231.

On hindsight, Rahul said
he would have loved to have
Kuldeep bowl in the second
innings if he had the option of
the 'Impact Player' rule that
would make its debut in next
year's IPL.

"Ideally, if the Impact
Player rule was there -- like in
the IPL -- I would have defi-
nitely loved to bring Kuldeep in
the second innings," Rahul
said.

The Impact Player of
'Super Sub' rule, which made its
debut in the Big Bash 2020 and
was also seen in the Syed
Mushtaq Ali domestic T20s
this season, means each team
can make one substitution in
the course of a match.

Each team will submit four
substitutes at the toss and any
one of them can come in as
'Impact Player'.

The two-Test series proved
to be disastrous for Rahul (57
runs, average: 14.25) and Virat
Kohli (45 runs; 15.00) but the
stand-in skipper blamed it on
the quick transition from white
ball to red ball cricket.
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India's 2-0 series sweep over
Bangladesh in Mirpur on

Sunday consolidated their posi-
tion at the number two spot
behind leaders Australia in the
ICC World Test Championship
standings.

The series win brightened
India's hope for a back-to-back
WTC final appearance.

This helped India consoli-
date their position behind
Australia with 58.92 per cent of
possible points with a crucial
home series against Australia
(four Tests) due in February-
March next year.

India need to produce some
good results during their series
against pacesetters Australia if
they are to make it to back-to-
back appearances in the WTC
final. Australia are in the box seat
to qualify for their first WTC
final, with the Pat Cummins'

side currently holding a healthy
lead at the top of the standings
with 76.92 per cent of possible
points. Fresh from their six-
wicket win over South Africa,
Australia have two more match-
es at home against the Proteas in
Melbourne and Sydney.

Four Tests in India for the
Border-Gavaskar Trophy in
February and March next year

will be Australia's final assign-
ment in this period, but they also
have the chance to seal their
place in the ongoing home
series. India took the second
place after Dean Elgar side's loss
but the Proteas can still have an
opportunity to reclaim their
place inside the top two by
bouncing back in the ongoing
series in Australia.
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India captain KL Rahul on Sunday said
he trusted his batting unit to do the

job for the side despite losing seven
wickets while chasing a modest 145 on
day four of the second Test against
Bangladesh here.

Resuming the day at 45 for four,
India lost three quick wickets before
Ravichandran Ashwin (42 not out)
and Shreyas Iyer (29 not out) shared an
unbeaten 71-run for the eighth wicket
to guide India home by three wickets
and clinch the two-match series 2-0.

"You just trust the guys in the mid-
dle. There's always belief but there were
nerves, we are human. But we trusted
the batters out," Rahul said in the post-
match presentation ceremony.

"Today, Ashwin and Shreyas did it
with ease and style. Well done to them
to earn India the win. We never thought
it'd be a cakewalk, thought we needed
to grind and work hard for runs...

"It was tougher with the new ball.
We lost more wickets than we'd have
liked. We've made mistakes but will look
to learn and hopefully put a better per-
formance if a similar situation arises in
the future. Happy with our bowling
depth in the last 6-7 years," he added.

Rahul, who led India in the series
in the absence of injured Rohit Sharma,
was effusive in his praise for the team's
bowling unit.

"The series wins say a lot about how
well we've groomed our pace attack.
Ashwin and Axar (Patel) have also done
really well. Umesh (Yadav) put his
hands up, Jaydev (Unadkat) came in
after a long time but bowled phenom-

enally well and probably deserved more
wickets than he got. But the pressure
helped Ashwin and Axar capitalise," he
said.

Bangladesh captain Shakib Al
Hasan felt one more wicket could have
changed the result of the match. He,
however, gave full credit to Iyer and
Ashwin for their gritty effort with the
bat.

"Everyone contributed, we've played
well in this venue. Shreyas and Ashwin
batted well under pressure. We needed
one more wicket. We can think of lots
of ifs and buts but happy with the way
we fought," he said.

"It was unfortunate I couldn't bowl
well in the first Test, but happy to have
done well here. The mindset of the team
makes me happy. Hopefully, we get bet-
ter results next year."

Man-of-the-match Ashwin, who
picked up six wickets and scored 42 not
out in India's second innings, said he
trusted his defence while coming out to
bat on Sunday.

"I thought Bangladesh played real-
ly well. The game had to be won the
hard way. In these situations, sometimes
you feel you need to hit your way. They
bowled well. But we needed to trust our
defence. I wanted to get in and support
Shreyas. Pitches were good though they
were a touch slow."

Cheteshwar Pujara was declared
player-of-the-series for scoring 222 runs
in two games.

"It's been a hard series, the series was
very competitive. I feel I've found my
rhythm. A lot of hard work has been put
in, I've played many first-class games and
have worked on my game," Pujara said. 
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