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In a bid to resolve long pend-
ing issues in the mining

sector in the State, Haryana
Government has introduced a
“one time settlement scheme”
pertaining to matters includ-
ing dues related to obtaining
environmental clearance and
consent to operate, dues for
suspension period, non-exe-
cution of agreement,  refusal
of environmental clearance
among other issues.

The scheme was approved
by the Haryana Cabinet last
week for the resolution of
long pending issues in the
mining sector, which could be
settled amicably under the

policy of “Vivado ka samad-
han” of the state.

According to the notifica-
tion, the cut off date for ascer-
taining disputes for operation
of scheme shall be March 31,
2021 and the scheme shall be
operational from three months
from November 3, 2021
onwards.

The one time relief scheme
has been launched to ensure
smooth mining without or
bare minimum litigation or
disputes in the mining sector
in Haryana.

Under the OTS scheme,
dues for the period where
after grant of environmental
clearances, the Haryana State
Pollution Control Board

refused the CTE/CTO (con-
sent to operate) or same was
stayed, the dues for such peri-
od will be waived off as one
time relief.

In case mineral conces-
sions have already expired as
on March 31, 2010, if the
whole amount of principal
amount is paid within 90 days,
the full amount of interest on
the delayed payment will be
waived off. If the dues pend-
ing as on March 31, 2021 of
the existing mineral conces-
sion, (including the one which
has expired/cancelled after
March 31, 2010) are deposit-
ed to the tune of 100 percent
of principal amount within 90
days, the 50 percent amount of

interest on delayed period as
on March 31, 2021 would be
waived off, provided further
that the remaining 50 percent
of due interest is also deposit-
ed in next 90 days, the scheme
stated.

All mineral concessions
holders including those min-
eral concessions which stand
cancelled (who are/were oth-
erwise not covered under
amendment dated November
22, 2018 of the Haryana
Minor Mineral Concession,
Stocking, Transportation of
Minerals and Prevention of
Illegal Mining Rules, 2012)
would be given benefit of
amendment dated November
28, 2018.

In cases, where environ-
ment clearances (EC) and con-
sent to operate could not be
obtained within 12 months
from date of letter of intent,
they will have option to pay
non-refundable fees amount-
ing to one percent of annual
bid amount for each month for
first six months and two per-
cent of annual bid amount for
each month for another six
months, to get additional time
maximum upto 12 months
seeking EC. They shall pay
interest at the rate of 12 per-
cent per annum on such
amount for the period from
date of commencement of
mineral concession, subject
to maximum of 50 percent of

total amount of non-refund-
able fee and the period of min-
eral concession will not change
i.e. the date of commencement
of period of lease/contract
will remain same, as per the
OTS scheme.

Under the scheme, where
the concession holders have
applied for environmental
clearance but the competent
authority has refused to grant
environmental clearance, the
mineral concessions would be
treated as cancelled by forfei-
ture of the amount of initial
bid security (10 percent of the
bid amount) deposited at the
time of auction and cases will
be closed with no other penal
action.
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Punjab Deputy Chief
Minister Sukhjinder Singh

Randhawa on Friday  instruct-
ed the officers that if any drug
smuggler was caught selling or
selling drugs in their jurisdic-
tion, strict action would be
taken against the police per-
sonnel concerned. He also
directed the authorities not to
be lax in ensuring the safety of
the people and curbing crime.

Randhawa, who also holds
charge of Home Department,
was chairing a crime review
meeting, accompanied by his
Special Principal Secretary
Varun Roojam and Director

General of Police Iqbal Preet
Singh Sahota.Interacting with
the media, he said that the
Union government is
encroaching on the rights of
the Punjab Government by
expanding the border area in
the state and they won't let it
happen.Replying to another
question, he said that no one

would be spared in cases of sac-
rilege to Sri Guru Granth Sahib.
On Aam Aadmi Party,
Randhawa said that AAP had
no base in the state as three of
it 's MLAs belonging to
Bathinda Parliament including
Rupinder Kaur Ruby, Nazar
Singh Manshahia and Jagdev
Kamalu have joined Congress

party and more leaders are
expected to join.

He said that the Punjab
Government led by Chief
Minister Charanjit Singh
Channi has been taking his-
toric decisions for the state and
every section of society is
happy with the revolutionary
decisions. "Congress
Government is in fact the gov-
ernment of the common man,"
he added. Earlier, Randhawa
held a special meeting with IGs,
DIGs and District Police Chiefs
of Bathinda, Ferozepur and
Faridkot Police Ranges to
review the crime situation. He
also reviewed the work being
done on crime and drug pre-
vention in these 
ranges.
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In yet another biggest attach-
ment of properties owned

by drug peddlers, Haryana
Police has attached ill-gotten
assets of a drug peddler and
his family members, worth
over � 6.5 crore in
Kurukshetra district, claiming
the properties were acquired
through smuggling of nar-
cotics.

The competent authority
on November 1 has ordered to
attach properties registered
in the name of accused
Roshan Lal, a resident of
Dhantori, Kurukshetra and
his family members, said an
official spokesman.

The authority had ordered
to attach 130-kanal 105-marla
farm land worth Rs 4.96 crore
and six separate bank accounts
with funds over Rs 1.60 crore
in the name of the accused
and his family members. 

The Police had requested
the competent authority to
attach illegal assets worth
about Rs 10 crore. 

Out of which, the author-
ity had passed an order to
attach ill-gotten property
worth over Rs 6.5 crore, the
spokesman said.

Giving details, he said
that a total of four cases under
NDPS Act were registered
against accused Roshan Lal in

Thanesar and Shahabad police
stations in Kurukshetra as
well as in Punjab state. He
alongwith two others was
arrested in October 2020 after
the police had recovered 10.38
quintals of doda post and 34
kg ganja patti within the juris-
diction of Thanesar police
station. 

In addition, his son is
also facing two cases under
the NDPS Act. The cases reg-
istered against the accused
are pending in the court, the
spokesman said.

In October 2021, the
police had attached assets of a
drug smuggler of Kurukshetra
and his family members val-
ued at Rs 7.5 crore on the
orders of the competent
authority. 11 cases under
NDPS Act were registered
against him.

The spokesman further
said that under the massive
crackdown launched against
drug peddlers, Haryana Police
has now started the process of
attaching the properties of
drug mafias who are playing
with the lives of the innocent
youth. 

This action will send a
strong message among drug
peddlers that their property
can be confiscated if they still
do not refrain themselves
from this illegal trade, he
added.
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The Aam Aadmi Party on
Friday announced its first

list of 10 candidates for the 2022
Punjab assembly polls. All of the
10 candidates are sitting MLAs.

Senior AAP leader Harpal
Singh Cheema, who is the
Leader of Opposition in the
Punjab Assembly, has been
given ticket from Dirba seat,
while Aman Arora will contest
from Sunam assembly con-
stituency, according to the list.

Saravjit Kaur Manuke will
contest from Jagraon seat and

Baljinder Kaur from Talwandi
Sabo.

Jai Kishan Roudi has been
given ticket from Garhshankar
seat, Manjit Bilaspur from
Nihal Singh Wala, Kultar Singh
Sandhwan from Kotkapura,
Budhram from Budhlada,
Gurmeet Singh Meet Hayer
from Barnala, and Kulwant
Pandori from Mehal Kalan,
according to the list.

The election to the 117-
member Punjab assembly is
due early next year. The poll
schedule is yet to be announced
by the Election Commission.
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Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar on

Friday directed the concerned
officers that the Shrine Board
should work inclusively to
develop the Adi Badri religious
place as a tourist destination in
the State.

He also directed that a
permanent bus service should
be started from Jagadhri to Adi
Badri in Yamunanagar district.

The Chief Minister while
presiding over the meeting of
Shri Kapal Mochan, Shri Badri
Narayan, Shri Mantra Devi
and Shri Kedarnath Shrine
Board here said that special
arrangements should be made
for providing facilities for the
devotees visiting the Kapal
Mochan Mela to be held from
November 15 to 19.

About 8 lakh devotees
from Punjab, Haryana and
Himachal are expected to par-
ticipate in the
Mela.

The Chief Minister said
that on Kartik Purnima falling
on November 18 -19, the
number of devotees is expect-
ed to be high, hence special
arrangements should be made
for the devotees.

The devotees have to do a
mandatory registration on
Yamunanagar District

Administration's portal to
attend the fair. 

During the meeting, the
Chief Minister was apprised
that a control room has been
set up in the fair and health
check-up counters would also
be set up in the premises for
the convenience of the devo-
tees in view of COVID-19
pandemic.  Apart from this,
two mobile units will be pre-
sent in the fair premises for
health checkups and ensure
administration of vaccina-
tion of devotees.  If any devo-
tee is found to be COVID-19
positive, then a 100-bed con-
tainment centre has been set
up for 
them.

The Chief Minister was
further apprised that masks
and sanitizers will be arranged
at the fair.  In view of securi-
ty, 50 CCTV cameras have
been installed along with mak-
ing 19 check posts.  12 park-
ing arrangements have also
been made for the devotees. 

Khattar directed the Mela
Administrator to organize
patriotic programmes in the
fair as part of Azadi ka Amrit
Mahotsav. Sagas of sacrifice
should also be narrated, espe-
cially by the Dhadi Jatha, he
said,Exhibition will also be
organized by all the depart-
ments at the Mela..
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Lashing out at the farmers’
leaders for not engaging in

dialogue with the Central
Government over the issue of
three farm laws, Haryana
Home Minister Anil Vij on
Friday said these people are
not in the favor of farmers’
welfare and have some other
agenda.

“They (farmers’ leaders)
are not coming forward for
talks despite repeated invita-
t ions by the Central
Government to resolve their
issues.  Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as well as
Union Agriculture Minister
Narendra Tomar have invited
them for talks but they (farm-
ers’ leaders) have a different 
agenda,” said Vij while talk-
ing to the 
mediapersons. He said that in
democracy, all issues are
resolved through dialogue
and farmers' issues will also
be resolved through dialogue
only.“The farmers should ask
their leadership what progress
has been made during the last
one year of their agitation.
The farmers were brought
from their homes and have
been sitting on dharnas since
last year,” the Minister.

“This is an internal mat-
ter of farmers’ unions. But if
farmers’ leaders are not able
to negotiate, they should
think of changing their lead-
ership,” Vij said.

Dialogue is the only solu-
tion to resolve issue of farm-
ers, he added. Notably, farm-
ers from Punjab, Haryana
and Uttar Pradesh have been
protesting against the three
agri laws at the Delhi borders
since November 26 last year.
The protesting farmers have
been opposing public events
of ruling BJP-JJP leaders
across Haryana.
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Haryana Government will
confer ‘Good Governance

Awards’ to employees who
have done commendable inno-
vative work related to good
governance in the year 2021.

The award will be given on
the eve of Good Governance
Day i.e. December 25.

An official spokesperson
said that these awards will be
given in the fields of econom-
ic, social and infrastructure sec-
tors and state flagship pro-
grammes. A maximum of ten
state-level awards and three
district-level awards for each
district will be given, he added.

He said that all eligible
employees (regular or con-
tractual) excluding
Administrative Secretaries,
HoDs and IAS officers can
apply through their respective
HoDs till November 22 for
these awards.

HoDs shall forward the
applications to Administrative
Secretaries concerned who will
choose and nominate the pro-
jects, schemes and pro-
grammes for the award
through the online portal.

The spokesman further
said that scrutiny and evalua-
tion of applications received by
Administrative Secretaries will
be done by the external expert
institutions and then the
Empowered committee chaired
by the Haryana Chief Secretary
will finalize the winners. A tro-
phy, an award certificate signed
by the Chief Minister Manohar
Lal Khattar, an appreciation
certificate signed by Chief
Secretary Vijai Vardhan and
cash reward shall be given to all
the winners, he added.
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After the Supreme Court
held the Indian Army

guilty of contempt on Friday
and was about to initiate con-
tempt proceedings against the
Army and its chief General MN
Naravane, the Defence 
forces agreed to grant
Permanent Commission (PC)
to all of its eligible women offi-
cers, 72 in total.

“We are holding Army
guilty of contempt of court. We
are putting you on guard. Since
you have not complied with
our orders, you will have to face
the consequences. The Army
may be supreme in its own

authority but this Constitution
court is also supreme in its own
jurisdiction,” the apex court
said. 

The Army invited the SC’s
ire when it said out of the 36
Women Short Service

Commission Officers
(WSSCO) in the force, who
have filed the contempt peti-
tion, it has granted PC to 22
officers while 14 were not con-
sidered fit including three on
medical ground.  

After the top court’s warn-
ing, the Army informed a
bench of Justices DY
Chandrachud and AS Bopanna
that it will grant PC to all the
eligible women officers. 

The bench asked
Additional Solicitor General
Sanjay Jain and senior advocate
R Balasubramanian, appearing
for the Army, whether the 11
officers who were left out
(except for three on medical
ground) had met the 60 per
cent marks criteria and
whether they have 
disciplinary and vigilance clear-
ance or not as per the courts
criteria laid on March 25, 
this year.
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Amid continued tension at
the Line of Actual Control

(LAC) in Ladakh, Chief of
Defence Staff (CDS) General
Bipin Rawat has said China,
not Pakistan, is the “biggest
threat” to India.  He assured the
Armed forces are well pre-
pared for any “misadventure.”

Rawat’s remarks have an
uncanny similarity with the
assertion made by George
Fernandes, soon after he took

over as India’s Defence Minister
in 1998. Fernandes’ remarks
that China was India’s enemy
number 1 had rocked the
Indian defence and foreign
policy establishments.

Twenty-three years down
the line, Rawat echoed

Fernandes when asked who
posed the greatest threat to
India’s sovereignty and who
was India’s “enemy number 1”. 

“Obviously, it’s our north-
ern neighbour China.  I’ve no
doubt in that,” he said,  adding,
“We, for too long, focused on
our western adversary...
but...major threat lies...in the
north.” 

He added, “China is our
biggest enemy today, not
Pakistan.”

With 13 rounds of Corps
Commander level talks having
achieved little in terms of
restoring peace at the LAC in
Eastern Ladakh, Rawat also
said the primary focus of India
is disengagement before de-
escalation as China is our
number one enemy, not
Pakistan.

�� 
(��)�(��'��� &�!�����

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah visited the

Parliamentary constituency of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
here on Friday evening and
chalked out the poll strategy of
the BJP, holding a meeting
with party leaders at Trade
Facilitation Centre (TFC). 

The meeting was impor-
tant as it was attended not only
by the party’s top State leaders
and election campaigners but
also by the in-charges of all 403
Assembly constituencies of the
State. The visit of Shah on the
eve of the upcoming Assembly
election in the State is consid-
ered as crucial for the party’s
decisions, including the final-
isation of candidates in the

2022 election in UP as the
political pundits are seeing
this poll as vital for deciding the
political future of the nation as
well in the coming years.

During his two-day visit,
Shah will try to study the polit-
ical scenario in the 
State especially when parties
like the SP is leaving no stone
unturned to regain power while
the Congress and the BSP
under the leadership of
Priyanka Gandhi and
Mayawati are trying to revive
their parties.
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Former Uttar Pradesh min-
ister Gayatri Prajapati and

two others were sentenced to
life imprisonment by a special
court here on Friday for gang-
raping a woman and her minor
daughter.

The special court for law-
makers headed by Additional
Sessions Judge PK Rai also
imposed a fine of �2 lakh on
each convict.

Prajapati and two other
convicts Ashok Tiwari and
Ashish Shukla were present in
the court when it pronounced
the quantum of sentence
against them.

Judge Rai had on
Wednesday held Prajapati, a
key figure in the previous
Akhilesh Yadav government,
and his accomplices guilty of
gang-raping the woman and
her minor daughter. 

It had said the prosecution

has been able to prove charges
against them beyond a reason-
able doubt.

The court had found all the
three guilty of committing
gang-rape under section 376
(D) of the IPC and making
“gang penetrative sexual assault
on a child” under section 5 (g)
read with section 6 of the
POSCO Act. 

Section 6 of the POCSO
Act provides for the punish-
ment for gang-raping a minor
girl. The punishment ranges
from at least a 10-year jail term
to life imprisonment. 
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The Congress leadership is
set to rehabilitate former

Deputy Chief Minister Sachin
Pilot and resolve the festering
Rajasthan crisis. A day after
party chief Sonia Gandhi had
a detailed discussion with Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot, his
former deputy Pilot called on
Sonia on Friday and said every
one working together to
strengthen the party.

Chhattisgarh CM 
Bhupesh Baghel, who is also
dealing with a rebellion by
some senior leaders in the
State, too called on the party
chief on Friday.

“We are all Congress.
There is no ‘you and me’. There
are a few vacancies in the State

Cabinet. All factors will be
considered by the high com-
mand in filling these vacancies.
I hope the party will take the
right decision,” Pilot told
reporters after the 45-minute
meeting.

“Elections are due in two
years. Usually alternative
Governments come to power
in Rajasthan. We are working
to strengthen the party to
retain power in 2023,” 
he added.
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As thick layers of smog
affected visibility and

revived the yearly menace of
winter-time pollution in Delhi
on Friday, the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB) advised
people to avoid going out-
doors and asked Government
and private offices to reduce
vehicle usage by 30 per cent.

In an order, the 
CPCB said that at a review
meeting held earlier in the
day, it was observed that mete-
orological conditions will be
highly unfavourable for dis-
persion of pollutants till
November 18 in view of low
winds with calm conditions
during the night.

“Government and private
offices and other establish-
ments are advised to reduce
vehicle usage by at least 30 per
cent (by working from home,
car-pooling, optimising field
activities, etc). People are
advised to limit outdoor activ-
ities,” the CPCB said.
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Delhi on Friday recorded
two deaths due to Covid-

19 after a gap of three weeks,
and 62 fresh cases as the posi-
tivity rate rose to 0.12 per
cent, according to data shared
by the city health department.

The death toll due to the
coronavirus infection in Delhi
rose to 25,093.

The national Capital has
last reported a Covid-19 death
on October 22.

It had reported a total of
four Covid-19 deaths in
October and five in September.

The number of cumulative
cases stood at 14,40,332. Over

14.14 lakh patients have recov-
ered from the infection.

The case positivity rate
increased to 0.12 per cent on

Friday, according to the latest
health bulletin.A total of 49,874
tests — 38,408 RT-PCR and
11,466 rapid antigen — were
conducted a day ago, the bul-
letin said. On Thursday, 40
cases were logged with a posi-
tivity rate of 0.08 per cent.

On Wednesday, 54 cases
were recorded with a positivi-
ty rate of 0.09 per cent; and 33
cases were recorded with a pos-
itivity rate of 0.06 per cent on
Tuesday. 
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Two Bangladeshis were
killed on Friday when the

Border Security Force (BSF)
opened fire along the
International Border in
Coochbehar district of West
Bengal to thwart a cattle smug-
gling bid.

In the firing a BSF 
jawan was also injured and has
been evacuated to a nearby
hospital.

The incident took place
around 3 am when “miscreants
from the Bangladesh side ven-
tured into the Indian territory
and tried to smuggle cattle
heads by establishing 
improvised bamboo cantilever”, 
the BSF said in a statement
here.
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New Delhi/Hyderabad: Two
doses of Covaxin, India’s
indigenous Covid-19 vaccine,
offer 77.8 per cent protection
against symptomatic disease

and present no serious safety
concerns, according to an inter-
im analysis of its phase 3 trial
published in The Lancet on
Friday. PTI
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Chief Minister Pushkar
Singh Dhami has said that

the state government is com-
mitted to bring Uttarakhand
forward on the path of devel-

opment. He was addressing a
programme at the Ghantakarn
temple in Narendranagar in
Tehri on Friday. He said that
the BJP government is working
to fulfil the vision of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and is

committed to make
Uttarakhand a leading state of
the country. The CM said that
the union government has
given in principle approval of
Rs 8,000 crore project for con-
struction of a tunnel between
Dehradun and Tehri. He
offered prayers at the
Ghandiyal devta and sought
prosperity of the state from the
god. The CM inaugurated a

statue of Thakur Bhagat Singh
Sajwan in presence of Mata
Mangla and Bhole Maharaaj on
the occasion. 

He also made a slew of
announcements for the area.
He said that a motor road of 4.5
km would be made for
Ghantakarn temple and
announced many other motor
roads for the area. Dhami said
that a Shiv Shakti Dhol

Sanskriti Sangeet college would
be set up in Ghansali. Mangla
Mata said that the Hans foun-
dation would provide a sum of
Rs 25 lakh for construction of
a Dharamshala in Ghantakarn
temple. The agriculture minis-
ter Subodh Uniyal, Devprayag
MLA Vinod Kandari, district
panchayat president Sona
Sajwan and others were present
on the occasion
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In an attempt to bring the
concept of ‘minimum gov-

ernment maximum gover-
nance’ of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on ground,
the Uttarakhand government
would soon launch ‘ Apani
Sarkar portal
(eservices.UK.gov.in). A total of

75 services provided by ten
departments would be made
available by a click of a mouse
in the portal. Chief minister
Pushkar Singh Dhami would
inaugurate the portal next
week. The state administration
claims that the portal would
increase transparency and
make the services readily avail-
able for the general public.

Equipped with many features
the portal would set in place an
effective monitoring system
which would ensure fixing of
responsibilities of the officers
and employees. The monitor-
ing system would involve
employees from Patwari to
District Magistrate and the
chief secretary and the chief
minister.
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The slow pace of vaccination
in Uttarakhand has made it

very difficult to achieve the 100
per cent vaccination target in
time. The state government has
taken a target to administer both
doses of vaccine to its entire
adult population before
December 31. 

In the last 10 days the health
department has administered
only 28000 doses on an average
in a day which means that to
achieve the target 75000 doses

should be administered in a day
for next 50 days.

The data released by Social
Development for Communities
(SDC) foundation shows that
the pace of vaccination has
slackened in the last 50 days. It
should be that a total of 2,84,611
doses were administered from
November 2 to 11. In the pre-
ceding 10 days period (October
23 to November 1) a total of
3,80,917 doses were adminis-
tered. The data shows that a total
of 75,03,067 people have been
administered the first dose while
42,05,158 have received both
shots of the vaccine till
November 11. 

It means that a total of
1,17,08,225 vaccine doses have
been administered. As per the
data of state health department

a total of 77,29,466 people are
needed to be vaccinated in the
state which means that the
department has a target of
1,54,58,932 vaccine shots. The
Founder of SDC foundation,
Anoop Nautiyal said that in the
early phase the vaccination drive
was proceeding at a good pace
due to which the per day target
was reducing but now this tar-
get is increasing. He said that
only 50 days are now left to com-
plete the target and for it the
department has to vaccinate
75,014 people daily. 

This required average was
67,255 doses on November 1. He
said that the government and the
state health department should
increase the pace of the vacci-
nation so that the target is
achieved on time.
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Reacting to the statement of
former chief minister and

head of campaign committee of
Uttarakhand Congress Harish
Rawat made on the employ-
ment given by the BJP govern-
ment, the Education minister
Arvind Pandey has said that
the education department
alone has provided 10,000
employments in the last five
years. 

Rawat had challenged the
BJP to provide data of the
employment provided by its
government and had claimed
that if it provides list of 3,200
persons who got jobs during its
tenure, he would retire from pol-
itics. Giving details, Pandey said

that in the primary education
department appointment to
1,881 candidates have been
given while the recruitment
process is going on in 2,648
posts. He said that in the sec-
ondary education department
1,818 candidates have been
given appointments and the
process is going on in 1,431
posts. Similarly 1,414 lecturers
were appointed and process is
going on for 571 posts. 

The education minister
further claimed that 4,410 guest
teachers were appointed by
the BJP government. He said
that instead of giving state-
ments which tarnish his own
image and talking about retire-
ment, Rawat should correct his
information. 
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In an attempt to distance him-
self and the Congress party

from the controversy created by
the comments on Hindutva
made by senior Congress leader
Salman Khurshid, the head of
election campaign committee of
the Congress in Uttarakhand,
Harish Rawat said that he and
the Congress party do not
endorse such comments.
Controversy erupted when
Khurshid in his new book com-
pared Hindutva with that of

Islamic State (IS) and Boko
Haram. 

Talking to the media per-
sons in Haldwani on Friday,
Rawat said that Khurshid
should correct himself and
such comments would only
strengthen only those elements
which are trying to spread the
poison of hatred in the society.
Rawat clearly said that what-
ever Khurshid had comment-
ed in his book is his (
Khurshid’s) personal thinking. 

Rawat said that the rising
prices have made commodities

out of reach and the lives of
people have become miser-
able due to it. He said that the
state government should do its
bit to bring some succour to the
people of the state. 

On the recent rain trig-
gered disaster, the former CM
said that he has visited the
affected areas and found that
the assessment of compensa-
tion has not been done yet. He
said that locals complain that
whatever little compensation
has been released has been
given to BJP workers. 
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Uttarakhand Kranti Dal
(Democratic), Rajya

Swaraj Party (RSP) and other
six organisations have formed
an alliance to fight against the
dominance of Congress and
BJP in Uttarakhand in the
2022 assembly elections. 

Addressing the mediaper-
sons in a Press conference on
Friday, the national president of
UKD (Democratic) Balwendra
Singh Negi said that this
alliance is an initiative to estab-
lish a third front in the state in

order to give the public an
alternative to elect leaders other
than the two dominant parties.
He said that due to the lack of
viable choices in political par-
ties, the people are compelled
to choose from only two par-
ties which have severely affect-
ed the development of
Uttarakhand. He informed that
the parties which have formed
the alliance are UKD
(Democratic), RSP,
Uttarakhand Pragatishil Party,
Matra Shakti Sewa Sangathan
and recognised organisations of
statehood activists. 
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An alumnus of Maharana
Pratap Sports College of

Dehradun, Bobby Singh Dhami
has made his way to the team of
20 members of Indian hockey
for the Junior Hockey World
Cup competition to be held in
Odisha from November 24.
Dhami took admission in the
sports college in Class VI in the
year 2012 and was also select-
ed for Sports Authority of India
in Sonipat as a class XII student. 

He has been recently
selected for the Junior World
Cup hockey competition to be
held at Bhubaneswar in Odisha
from November 24 to
December 5. The principal of
the college, Rajesh Mamgain
informed that 33 players were
finalised for the team from
across the country out of
which, 20 members were
selected including Dhami. He
said that Dhami has a bright
future ahead in hockey and
gave him his best wishes. 
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The Dehradun municipal
commissioner Abhishek

Ruhela has asked Uttarakhand
Power Corporation 
Limited (UPCL) to provide
assistance to the Municipal
Corporation of Dehradun
(MCD) in the installation of
street lights across the city. 

Several locals and council-
lors have complained to the
senior officials of the corpora-
tion about the delay in the
installation of LED street lights
and unrepaired lights for
months.

Some councillors had also
recently protested in the EESL
company outsourced by MCD
for lights repairing and instal-
lation works. 

Ruhela said that according
to the company, the installation
and repairing work is being
hindered in many 
areas due to many issues like
wiring issues in the electric
poles, damage caused to street
lights in the poles due to sud-
den high voltages and 
no shifting of street lights when
poles are shifted to the new
area. 
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Dehradun: Uttarakhand won
prestigious national level
awards in three categories.

Among them, the state has won
the Best Wildlife Destination,
Best Adventure Destination

and Best Spiritual Destination
Award. The Union Tourism

minister G Kishan Reddy pre-
sented the awards to

Uttarakhand’s Tourism and
Culture minister Satpal
Maharaj.India’s finest tourist
destinations were given awards
in nine separate categories as
part of the India Today
Tourism Survey and Awards
2021 in New Delhi on Friday. 

Corbett tiger reserve was
adjudged the Best Wildlife
Destination, Rishikesh was
declared the Best Adventure
Destination and Kedranath
was declared the Best Spiritual
Destination. Speaking on the
occasion, the Union minister
said, “Under the guidance of
our Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, major initiatives are
being taken to promote domes-
tic tourism and promoting
India internationally.” 

Expressing his views after
receiving the awards, Maharaj
said, “Uttarakhand has
emerged as a major hub of
tourism, wellness tourism and
AYUSH. Uttarakhand has been
the destination of choice for its
natural beauty. It has been
consistently attracting tourists
from abroad and from across
India. We have immense
potential for adventure tourism
in the state, and we are now a
prominent destination for
adventure seekers. Keeping this
in mind, we are also constant-
ly working to promote adven-
ture sports.” 

Maharaj further said,
“Uttarakhand’s prestige has
increased with these three
awards. Our government is
committed to promoting
tourism in Uttarakhand in an
environment friendly manner
and development of local com-
munities.”

It is pertinent to mention
here that among his various ini-
tiatives, Maharaj is also striving
to promote the winter Char
Dham Yatra to the shrines
where the presiding deities of
the Char Dhams are ritually
worshipped during the winters
when the main shrines are
closed to the public. PNS

&�(�� ���!��'�

The district administration is
organising a two-day spe-

cial registration camp for the
registration of the new voters
at all the polling stations of the
district this weekend.
Informing about the camp, the
Dehradun district magistrate
and the district election officer,
R Rajesh Kumar said that the
camp is being organised to
mark all the new voters aged 18
to 19 years old to ensure the
participation of maximum eli-
gible voters in the district dur-
ing elections. 

He said that the depart-
ment concerned has also been
instructed to conduct rallies,
street plays and cultural pro-
grammes under the Systematic
Voters’ Education and Electoral
Participation Programme
(SVEEP) to raise awareness
among the voters. 

He also appealed to young
and new potential voters 
to register themselves in elec-
toral roll at their respective
polling booths on November
13 and 14.
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After Punjab it is the turn of
Bengal to take a resolution

against the alleged “attempt of
the Centre to usurp States’ pow-
ers.” Come November 16, the
ruling Trinamool Congress will
bring a resolution in Bengal
Assembly against the expansion
of the jurisdiction of Border
Security Force from 15 km to 50
km.

The development comes in
tandem with a report that three
suspected cattle smugglers ---
including two Bangladeshis ---
were on Friday gunned down by
the BSF in Cooch Behar district
of North Bengal.

According to the
Government sources the TMC
was planning to bring the pro-
posal in the House on
November 16. Bengal Minister
Partho Chatterjee on Friday
said that the issue would be dis-
cussed in the Assembly under
Rule 185 after which the reso-
lution will be passed seeking
revocation of the Centre’s deci-
sion.

Referring to the Friday’s
incident at India-Bangladesh
border in Cooch Behar he said
“see what happened there
(Cooch Behar) There is nothing
in the BSF Act that can afford it
power to handle law and order
which is a State subject … this
will naturally lead to a mis-
communication between the
BSF and the State Police.”

The Friday’s firing came on

a day when Union Home
Secretary Ajay Bhalla was visit-
ing Bengal to discuss the issue
of border fencing with the top
State officials. 

He spoke to State Chief
Secretary, Home Secretary and
Director General of Police ask-
ing them to facilitate the acqui-
sition of land so as to complete
fencing at the earliest, sources
said.

About 400-500 km of the
international border is still left
to be fenced. As the State
Government has to acquire the
land the central official asked his
state counterparts to hasten the
process so as infrastructure
could soon be built in the said
areas.

On the issue of expanding
BSF’s jurisdiction senior TMC
parliamentarian Sudip
Bandopadhyay said “the central
decision to expand BSF’s juris-
dictional area is nothing but
usurping the State’s power … it
goes against the values of a fed-
eral state … we will take it up
both in Lok Sabha and Rajya
Sabha … if required we will take
along the other opposition par-
ties and build up a common
movement against the Centre’s
plans to usurp States’ power …
we will make it a major issue …
this is nothing but attacking the
State Governments and break-
ing the federal structure … our
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
had written a letter to the Centre
against such a move but noth-
ing happened.”
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Intensifying counter terrorist oper-
ations, a joint team of security

forces eliminated three terrorists
including a close relative of  Adil Dar,
suicide bomber who had rammed his
four wheeler against the CRPF con-
voy near Lethpora in South Kashmir's
Pulwama district killing 40  CRPF
jawans, in two seprarate enclounters
in Kulgam and Srinagar on Friday. So
far 133 terrorists including several top
commanders have been neutralized
across Kashmir valley in different
operations.

After the encounter Jammu and
Kashmir police claimed one of the
lone terrorists killed in Bemina area
of Srinagar was prepared by a terror

outfit for a fidayeen attack.  
According to police, the slain ter-

rorist has been identified as Amir
Riyaz  of Mujahideen Gazwatul Hind,
a resident of Khrew Pampore.    Police
also claimed he was a relative of one
of the accused terrorists of Lethpora
terror attack and preliminary investi-
gation indicated that he was assigned
to carry out a similar kind of fiday-
een attack. Digital evidence recovered
from his mobile show that he  was pre-
pared by a terror outfit for a fidayeen
attack.Congratulating the security
forces for these two successful oper-
ations, Inspector General of police,
Kashmir range Vijay Kumar claimed
the security forces have neutralized
133 terrorists including many top
commanders this year.

According to a police spokesman,
the first counter terrorist operation
was launched by the security forces in
the Chancer Chawalgam area of
Kulgam late Thursday evening. In the
initial gunfight one terrorist was neu-
tralized and the second one was
eliminated in the wee hours of Friday.

The slain terrorists have been

identified as District commander of
proscribed terror outfit HM Shiraz
Ahmad @Shiraz Molvi @Abu Haris
resident of Souch Kulgam and Yawar
Ahmad Bhat resident of Ponipora
Kulgam. The terrorists were given the
opportunity to surrender but instead
of paying heed they opened indis-
criminate fire targeting the security
forces.

As per police records, Shiraz
Molvi was an A++ categorized ter-
rorist and was active since 2016 fig-
uring among the list of most wanted
terrorists. He was also involved in
recruiting innocent youth into terror
ranks and in spreading a reign of ter-
ror by killing civilians as well as polit-
ical workers in Devsar and Brazloo
areas of Kulgam. There are 15 FIRs

registered against him for several
terror crimes.

The second operation was carried
out in the Bemina area of Srinagar.
According to a police spokesman,
security forces, conducting routine
checking and frisking at a checkpoint,
were targeted by terrorists near
Bemina Bund.

To pin down the terrorist and to
avoid further collateral damage addi-
tional forces were rushed to the area
to plug the escape routes

In the ensuing encounter, one ter-
rorist of proscribed terror outfit
Mujahideen Gazwatul Hind was elim-
inated and his body was retrieved
from the site of encounter. The slain
terrorist was identified as Amir Riyaz
resident of Khrew Pampore.
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After three days of incessant
rain that inundated the

main thoroughfares in the
metropolis, Chennai is limping
back to normality as on Friday.
The nature was kind to the city
as it did not rain much since
Thursday night and the water-
logged regions got some relief
on Friday.

“Most of the ring roads and
subways continue to be flood-
ed and it would take couple of
days for the flood water to sub-
side,” said S Ranganath of Rare
Publishers, a long time resident
of the city. He said the batter-

ing received during the last two
days showed that things have
not moved an inch since the
massive floods of 2015.

“Till the authorities remove
the encroachers from the banks
of the canals and the sides of
the stormwater drains, Chennai
would face this kind of floods
in future too. The encroachers
are the vote banks and they
have been legalised by the pre-
vious DMK administration,”
charged Ranganath.

More than 500 Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises
(MSME) units in the City, one
of the mainstays of Tamil
Nadu’s economy, suffered a
setback as they were flooded

with rainwater. “The units are
not functioning since Monday
and many units have ordered
shut down. This is a recurring
phenomenon and we need a
permanent solution,” said A N
Gireeshan, president of
Ambattur Unit MSME.   

Prof S Vincent, former sec-
retary, Tamil Nadu State
Council of Science and
Technology, during the reign of
M Karunanidhi, put the blame
on the departments of storm
water drains and sewage. “ In
2009 itself, we had submitted a
master plan to rectify the
blocks in the storm water
drains as well as the drainage
system.

-�������!��!�
�
�����������	��/���

�
�����+�����

*����'����*�� � D'D"��

Dubbing Bollywood actress and
Padma Shri recipient Kangana

Ranaut as an “agent of hate, intolerance
and rabidity”, Mahatma Gandhi’s great
grand-son Tushar A Gandhi said
here on Friday that  it was natural that
a “vicious and petty person” like
Kangana to feel that India got its free-
dom in 2014.

On a day when the ruling Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) leaders joined
him in slamming Kangana for her
statement that India got true
Independence freedom 2014 and that
the freedom that the country got in
1947 was “bheekh” (alms), Tushar
Gandhi indirectly held the Narendra
Modi government responsible for her
the actress’ controversial statement.

In a statement issued here, Tushar
Gandhi said: “Padmashri Kangana
Ranaut is an agent of hate, intolerance
and rabidity. It is not surprising that
she feels that India got its freedom in
2014. Hate, Intolerance, Sham
Patriotism, intolerance and oppression
were liberated in India in 2014 when
a very poisonous and vicious ideolo-
gy gained dominance in India, per-
sonified by the Prime Minister”.

“So it is natural that a vicious and
petty person like Ms. Ranaut should
feel that India got its freedom in 2014.
Purveyors of Hate got official sanction
to freely propagate hate in 2014. This
is what happens when a poisonous ide-
ology is given official sanction,” he

said.
“It is not at all surprising that sub-

scribers of such hate would not feel
that the sacrifices of our freedom fight-
ers are significant. It is not surprising
that such statements were made In a
function attended by the PM. After all,
today the PMO has become the foun-
tain of hate that flows abundantly in
our country,” Tushar Gandhi said.

Tushar Gandhi was referring to
Kangana’s claim --  made in interview
at the “Times Now Summit-2021”
“Celebrating India@75, shaping
India@100”, which was telecast on
October 10,2021 --that India did not
achieve Independence in 1947, that
what India got in 1947 was “bheekh”
( woh Azaadi nahi thi, woh bheekh
thi)  and that the real Independence
was achieved in 2014 ( when Narendra
Modi became the Prime Minister). 

Meanwhile, Shiv Sena MP and
chief Spokesperson Sanjay Raut
charged that  Kangana had “insulted”
the nation which is celebrating the
75th jubilee of Indian Independence
this year and “she must apologise to
the whole country”.

“She says that India’s Freedom in
1947 was a ‘bheekh’ (dole)… So does
she mean that all the freedom fight-
ers who have been honoured with the
‘Tamra Patra’ and other awards are
beggars? She has defamed and
maligned the whole country,” Raut
said.

NCP’s National Spokesperson and
Minorities Affairs Minister Nawab

Malik said the actress may have been
under the influence of narcotics when
she made the comments, alluding to
Kangana’s ‘confessions’ in the past that
she used to be a drug addict.

Asking the Centre to strip
Kangana of Padma Shri award, book
for her treason and arrest her for objec-
tionable comments, Malik said:
“Kangana is speaking as if she has had
an overdose of drugs”.

Condemning Kangana’s com-
ments, Maharashtra General Secretary
Sachin Sawant said “this is the BJP’s
version of ‘Jhansi Ki Rani’ who dares
to slander the freedom struggle and
sacrifices of the martyrs through her
‘Azaadi bheek me mili hai’ statements
now”.

“It’s a pity that such puppets are
being nurtured by the BJP deliber-
ately… These parrots are not the real
culprits but their master is,” Sawant
said. On Thursday, the Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) had lodged a complaint
with the Mumbai police seeking reg-
istration of an FIR for sedition and
other offences. 

Simultaneously, AAP’s national
executive member Preeti Sharma
Menon had – through a memoran-
dum-- urged Maharashtra chief min-
ister Uddhav Thackeray to intervene
and take up the matter with the
Centre for withdrawal of “Padma
Shri” awarded to Kangana over her
public comment that the freedom that
the country got in 1947 was “bheekh”
(alms), 
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Sultanpur, (UP): Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on Friday said
the Purvanchal Expressway will be the
backbone of the economy of the state's
eastern region.

The CM, who was here to review
the preparations for the inauguration of
the expressway by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Nov 16 said its foun-
dation was laid in 2018 and was com-
pleted in barely 19 months despite the
Covid pandemic.

"This expressway will prove to be
the backbone of Eastern UP. Its inau-
guration will be in a grand way, accom-
panied by an air show as a three-and-
a-half-km long stretch near Sultanpur
has been developed as an airstrip for
emergency landing of aircraft," he said.

Stating that Eastern Uttar Pradesh
was neglected after independence,
Chief Minister said the development
under the leadership of Prime Minister
Modi is going on with a lot of employ-
ment opportunities.           "Industrial
hubs will also be established at eight
places on this expressway and its noti-
fication has been issued," he said. PTI 
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Lucknow: The top BJP
leaders are feeling uneasy
over the party's sure
defeat in the upcoming
Uttar Pradesh Assembly
polls and that is why
they are rushing to state
repeatedly, Samajwadi
Party president Akhilesh
Yadav claimed on Friday.

Yadav made the claim shortly after
Union Home Minister and former BJP pres-
ident Amit Shah reached Varanasi to discuss
the party's poll strategy for the upcoming
assembly election. Shah is also slated to visit
Azamgarh, Yadav's parliamentary con-
stituency during his current two-day visit.

Earlier during the day, Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh visited Lucknow to
attend a meeting for promoting investment
in UP Defence Industrial Corridor, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi is scheduled to
inaugurate the Purvanchal Expressway on
November 16. 

"The top BJP leadership is feeling
uneasy seeing its defeat in the upcoming
assembly polls. This is the reason every week
some of its leaders are rushing to the state.
The more they fear the prospect of the BJP
defeat, the more BJP leaders will visit UP,"
Akhilesh said in a statement issued here.
Claiming that the BJP government in the
state has proved to be a "complete failure"

in the past four and a half
years, he said due to its func-
tioning, there is a resentment
among the people amid the
state's law and order becoming
bad to worse

The SP chief alleged
that under the BJP rule in the
state, farmers have been left

agitating, youths feeling desperate due to ris-
ing unemployment and women insecure
even as the education and health services
have reached their nadir.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath may feel
happy putting up their name plaques at as
many places as they can but the people of
the state know that the BJP government is
befooling them, the former UP CM claimed.

Yadav also accused the Yogi govern-
ment of misappropriating credits for the
work done by his government before 2017.
He claimed it was his government which had
planned to build the “Samajwadi Purvanchal
Expressway” from Lucknow to Ballia and
had laid its foundation stone during its
regime after acquiring the land.

"But the BJP government stopped the
work out of malice and laid the foundation
stone afresh after removing the Samajwadi
word for taking credit,” he said.          “The
BJP is now going to present it as its own
work,” he said. PTI 
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Coimbatore: A 17-year-old
girl died by suicide months
after she was allegedly sexual-
ly assaulted by her teacher,
sparking off a protest here on
Friday by schoolmates, women
and political organisations,
police said.                                

According to the police,
the alleged assault occured last
April when the teacher had
called the girl to school in the
name of special classes since
lessons were taken online
owing to the pandemic.
The girl had complained to the
school management but no
action was taken. Later, the
student left the school and
joined another school nearby.
Yet, she found it difficult to
overcome the trauma of the
assualt and took the extreme
step on Thursday when her
parents were away, the police
said.    

The suicide came to light
after one of her friends tried to
contact her and got no
response. The friend informed
her father and he rushed to the
house only to find it bolted
from the inside, the police
said.                                     

The father broke in and
found the girl hanging from the
ceiling. He took her to a hos-
pital, where doctors declared
her brought dead, the police
said.                                           

Hearing about the inci-
dent, members of AIDWA, SFI
and Thanthai Periyar Dravidar
Kazhakam and other organi-
sations staged a demonstration
in front of the district
Collectorate today demanding
the immediate arrest of the
teacher, they said.
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Budaun (UP): A six-year-old
girl was allegedly raped by her
relative in a village under
Ujhani police station area of the
district here, police said on
Friday.

The accused has been
arrested, police said.  The vic-
tim was playing outside her
house on Thursday evening
when the accused, aged 22, took
her away to a nearby forest and
allegedly raped her, police said.

On finding the girl missing,
the parents searched for the girl
and traced her to the forest on
being told by villagers that they
had seen her going with the
accused that side.

The girl was taken to the
police station from where she
was sent to the district hospi-
tal for medical examination.

A case has been registered
and the accused was arrested on
Friday, police added. PTI
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Kochi: Kerala registered 6,674
new positive cases and 59
Covid-19-related deaths on
Friday taking the total affected
in the state to 50,48,756 and the
toll to 35,511.

State health department has
tested 65,147 samples in the last
24 hours and there are 46 wards
across 39 local self government
bodies with a weekly infection
population ratio above 10 per
cent.        Among the districts,
Ernakulam reported 1,088 cases,
the highest in the state followed
by Thiruvananthapuram with
967 cases and Thrissur 727.

]"Currently, there are 68,805
active Covid-19 cases in the state
out of which only 6.7 per cent
are admitted to hospitals," the
health department said in a
release.

]Out of those who were
found infected on Friday, 11
reached the state from outside
while 6,209 contracted the dis-
ease through their contacts. 
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Five days after the Bombay High Court sent him
to the custody of  the Enforcement Directorate

(ED) in the alleged money laundering case, a
Special PMLA court on Friday extended the ED
custody of Maharashtra’s former Home Minister
and accused in the case Anil Deshmukh till
November 15.

Special Judge H S Satbhai extended
Deshmukh’s ED custody that ended on Friday by
three days, after his lawyers Deshmukh’s lawyers
Vikram Chaudhri and Aniket Nikam opposed the
central investigating agency's plea on the ground
that he voluntarily appeared before the agency and
agreed to be in its extended custody till Friday.

In their argument before the special court,
Deshmukh’s lawyers questioned the ED as to why
it filed a charge-sheet in the case without arrest-
ing the dismissed Assistant Police Inspector (API)
and prime accused Sachin Waze, who played a key
role but remains ‘accused’ only on paper.

Deshmukh’s lawyers also asked as to why
Mumbai’s former Police Commissioner Param Bir
Singh – who is currently an absconding accused
at least three cases of extortion -- has not been
summoned by the ED to record his statement in
the  case

“The country is passing through a phase
where chaos and anarchy prevail, while the judi-
ciary is the only saviour. The idea is to tire
Deshmukh out. The ED seeking further custody
is proof that all is not fair and it is acting with mal-
ice,” Chaudhri told the court.

Rooting for the extension of Deshmukh’s ED
custody,  Special Public Prosecutor Shriram
Shirsat submitted that the former Minister was
needed for further custodial interrogation since

“new facts” had emerged in the case.
Shirsat also told the court that Vaze, the

accused in the same case, is currently in Mumbai
Police custody till Saturday and that the ED make
fresh plea seeking Vaze’s custody so that he could
be confronted with Deshmukh, since the former
minister was giving “evasive replies” to his inter-
rogators.

Seven-one-year-old Deshmukh was arrested
in the early hours of November after intense
grilling lasting for more than 12 hours in the
alleged money laundering case linked to the
charges of extortion made against him by
Mumbai’s former Police Commissioner Param Bir
Singh.   

Deshmukh had resigned from his post as the
State Home Minister on April 5 2021 within hours
after the Bombay High Court ordered a
“Preliminary Enquiry” (PE) by the CBI into the
serious charges of corruption made against him
by Mumbai’s former Police Commissioner Param
Bir Singh. He is being investigated by the CBI and
Enforcement Directorate (ED) over the allegations
of corruption made by Param Bir Singh.   

It may be recalled that on March 20, the for-
mer commissioner of police had  alleged that State
Home Minister Deshmukh had asked now
arrested and dismissed police officer Sachin Vaze
to "collect" a staggering Rs 100 crore per month
from bars, restaurants and other sources in
Mumbai.

Deshmukh is being investigated by the CBI
in connection with a First Information Report
(FIR) registered by it on April 24 section 7 of the
amended Prevention of Corruption Act and sec-
tion 120-b (conspiracy) of IPC for an “attempt to
obtain undue advantage for important and dis-
honest performance of the public duty”.
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Bengaluru: Karnataka has
reported 227 fresh cases of coro-
navirus and 2 deaths, taking the
total number of infections to
29,91,369 and the toll to 38,140,
the health department said on
Friday.          The day also saw
206 discharges, taking the total
number of recoveries in the state
so far to 29.45 lakh.

Out of 227 new cases
reported, 147 were from
Bengaluru Urban, as the city saw
62 discharges and 1 death.
Total number of active cases in
the state is at 8,036.        While
the positivity rate for the day
stood at 0.22 per cent, case fatal-
ity rate (CFR) was at 0.88 per
cent.    

Aizawl: The Mizoram Government has part-
ly halted construction activities along the bor-
der with Assam, following the Centre's direc-
tive to maintain a status quo at the inter-state
boundary, a senior Home Department official
said on Friday.

The Mizoram government has been con-
structing roads and bridges in order to link
police duty posts and camps in the border areas
after the July standoff, which led to the death
of seven people. The senior official told PTI that
the Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA)
sent a letter to the Mizoram government on
November 6, directing it to maintain the sta-
tus quo at the disputed areas along the inter-
state border.

Following the Centre's directive, the state
Home Department asked district administra-
tions to maintain the status quo at the disput-
ed areas and refrain from undertaking con-
struction activities without mutual consent, he
said. Mizoram's three districts -- Aizawl,
Kolasib and Mamit -- share a 164.6 km long
boundary with Assam's Cachar, Hailakandi and
Karimganj district.

State Home Minister Lalchamliana said his
government would undertake activities in the
border areas on the Mizoram side as per
requirement. The state police will con-
tinue to be deployed in the border areas to pre-
vent untoward incidents and allay fears among
people, he said. Kolasib deputy commis-
sioner H Lalthlangliana claimed that con-
struction activities were carried out within
Mizoram's territory as they respect status quo.
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of opium was not. Poppy
production continued to
increase. The total production
of opium, 200 tonnes in 1980,
rose to 1,600 tonnes in 1990,
and 3,400 tonnes in 1994, and
then, according to the Special
Inspector General for Afghan
Reconstruction’s report,
“Counternarcotics: Lessons
from the US Experience in
Afghanistan” (June, 2018),
almost doubled from 2,248
tonnes in 1996 to 4,565
tonnes in 1999.

A dramatic volte face fol-
lowed. On July 28, 2000,
Taliban supremo Mullah
Omar, banned the cultivation
and trafficking of opium and
repeated the announcement
in October. Perhaps the inten-
tion was to build bridges
with the US and the West
after the 1999 UN Security
Council Resolution 1267 had
imposed severe sanctions
against them. They might
also have wanted the move to
drive up global prices steeply
and sell their inventory at a
higher profit. Whatever the
reason, it led to the most suc-
cessful poppy eradication
programme in Afghanistan’s
history. According to the
records of the US military,
poppy farming declined by 99
per cent in Taliban-controlled
areas, eliminating almost
three-fourths of the world’s

heroin supply. This, however,
alienated the farmers, who
had become attracted to
poppy cultivation because of
its profitability and relative
ease. According to many, they
consequently supported the
US-led invasion launched on
October 7, 2001, and ousted
the Taliban from power.

The Taliban learnt their
lesson. Instead of trying to
curb the cultivation of poppy
and the production of drugs,
they chose to profit from
both during their post-defen-
estration drive for power. In
her paper “How Opium
Profits the Taliban, Gretchen
Peters estimated that in 2008,
the Taliban had collected $50
million as Ushr and $125 mil-
lion by taxing drug laborato-
ries producing heroin and
morphine base. She adds,
“The Taliban rakes in as
much as $250 million more
every year providing armed
protection for drug ship-
ments moving through their
control zones. They also
receive tens of millions of dol-
lars’ worth of material sup-
plies, including vehicles, food,
and satellite phones.”

Later, in a 2012 report,
the UN Security Council’s
Taliban Sanctions Monitoring
Committee cited the Afghan
Government’s estimate that
the Taliban earned approxi-

mately $100 million from
the illicit narcotics trade that
year. Subsequently, according
to Jonathan Landay’s report
“Profits and poppy,
Afghanistan’s illegal drug
trade a boon for Taliban,’
(Reuters, August 15, 2021),
UN officials have said that the
Taliban are likely to have
earned more than $400 mil-
lion between 2018 and 2019
from the drug trade. A May
2021 US Special Inspector
General for Afghanistan
(SIGAR) report quoted a US
official estimating that the
Taliban derive up to 60 per
cent of their annual revenue
from illicit narcotics.

Drug money played an
important role in the Taliban’s
rise to power and some of its
leaders have been personally
on the take. Would they give
it up? Would they not try to
use drug money to finance
factional violence among
themselves if these break out?
Will they risk a revolt by
farmers at a time when the
Islamic State of Khorasan
has launched a fierce offen-
sive against them?. To all
appearances their current
anti-drug posture is to gain
international recognition as
well as aid they need badly.

(The author is Consulting
Editor, The Pioneer. The views
expressed are personal.)
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Sir — Many eyebrows were raised when
the name of the controversial actor
Kangana Ranaut was announced as a
recipient of the prestigious Padma Shree
award and murmurs were heard that she
has been selected for the award only
because of her proximity to the ruling dis-
pensation at the Centre. Proving the
hunch of the people, it is reported that
Kangana has now come out with a state-
ment denigrating the sacrifices made by
our freedom fighters with her declara-
tion that the nation attained freedom
from the British by begging. She has
gone a step further to prove her syco-
phancy by stating that our nation
attained real freedom only in 2014
after the BJP came into power.

This is an atrocious outburst which
tantamount to anti-national sloganeering
and sedition. This is what happens when
sycophants like Kangana are decorated
with such great national awards in recog-
nition of their political leanings rather
than on their real merit. The President
should immediately take back the Padma
award conferred on her. This could only
bring back the honour and lustre attached
to this prestigious award and give solace
to the other deserving recipients.

Tharcius S Fernando | Chennai
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Sir — Anything that can go wrong will
go wrong at the worst possible time, the
caste and religion will not come to the res-
cue. We must have basic education and
follow the rules of the law rather than
blaming the Government all the time.
The best part of good governance under
the PM is that the country suffers neither
inertia, nor ignorance, nor incompetence,
nor dishonesty. Consequently, good gov-
ernance during the last seven years has
yielded a changed mindset of people
within the country and globally about
how governance is conducted amid pro-
bity and transparency. It is time to carry
on good governance rather than think
about divisive forces cropping up with a
crying voice for nothing. 

We enjoy all the benefits of the Indian

Government but play the blame game
for nothing.  All I want to say is that if
you love oxygen so much then inhale
it all you want, but do not drag the PM
into it. India’s population today is
nearly four times what it was in 1947.
The root cause of this disappointment
is the same as always: unwarranted
expectations. If you go to a cow, you
will get milk, urine, or dung. But if you
go to a cow and expect Dalgona coffee,
whose fault is it — yours or the cow’s? 

MR Jayanthy | Mumbai
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Sir — The custodial death of the 22-
year-old Altaf in Uttar Pradesh high-
lights police brutality and lawlessness
in the State; it is also symptomatic of
the treatment (it verges on persecution)
meted out to the country’s principal
religious minority, the Muslims in
today’s India. The police’s version that
Altaf committed suicide falls flat in the
face of the fact that one cannot com-

mit suicide by hanging from a 2.5 foot
tap holder inside a toilet. The victim’s
father stated that he heard Altaf ’s
voice ‘sounded like he was being tor-
tured’ and was asking for help. The vic-
tim’s mother stated that the police
threatened to slit her son’s throat if he
did not tell the truth when they picked
him from the house.

It is true that members of one reli-
gious community alone are not victims
of police brutality resulting in custo-
dial deaths. But the religious angle
sometimes emboldens the police to tor-
ture Muslims in custody with impuni-
ty. Tragic incidents like Altaf ’s custo-
dial death which no civilised society
can countenance, call for humanising
the police and rulers like Yogi
Adityanath. Humanity should prevail
over everything else.

G David Milton | Maruthancode
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According to a recent
Associated Press
report, the Taliban,
who now rule

Afghanistan uncontested, have
set their sights on stamping out
narcotics addiction, even if by
force. It describes the Taliban
fighters scouring the streets of
Kabul, locating drug addicts,
and bringing them to de-addic-
tion facilities. The report quotes
Qari Ghafoor, the lead patrol
officer in a raid the AP covered,
as saying, “This is just the
beginning, later we will go after
the farmers, and we will punish
them according to Sharia law.”
This is in keeping with Vanda
Felbab-Brown’s statement in her
article, Pipe dreams: The Taliban
and drugs from the 1990s into its
new regime, that after toppling
the Ashraf Ghani Government
in August this year, the Taliban
had announced their intention
to rid Afghanistan of drugs. She
had added that interlocutors had
mentioned the same objective in
conversations with her in the
winter of 2019.

The matter is important.
Afghanistan produces 90 per
cent of the world’s illicit opium.
In 2020, opium poppy was
grown on some 224,000
hectares, one of the highest lev-
els of cultivation in the country.
Will the Taliban actually crack
down? For an answer, one has to
look at the history of their links
with poppy cultivation and drug
production and trafficking. As
Felbab-Brown points out, their
original impulse was to ban it as
they considered drug produc-
tion to be anti-Islamic. They did
so as they moved out in late
1994 and early 1995 from
Kandahar in the West to
Helmand Valley, Afghanistan’s
main poppy growing region.
This reduced the area under
poppy cultivation by half
because farmers feared reprisal
from the Taliban and wheat
prices were booming.

By 1996, the Taliban, in a
new approach, began taxing
farmers and traffickers and pro-
tecting the latter. Its position
now was such that the cultiva-
tion and trade of cannabis was
forbidden, as was the manufac-
ture of heroin and consumption
of opiates. Production and trade
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The Drugs Controller
General of India
(DCGI) has recom-

mended for Emergency Use
Authorization (EUA) for
Covaxin among children aged
2-18. In order to ensure safe-
ty of children in schools, the
DCGI is having high level dis-
cussions so that the vaccine
could be introduced after
thorough introspection as
part of the National
Vaccination Programme. The
statement of Dr NK Arora,
Chairman of National
Immunization Technical
Advisory Group (NTAGI),
that children with comor-
bidities will be prioritized to
receive the vaccine "immedi-
ately and healthy children
can be immunized subse-
quently" generates confidence
amongst all the stakeholders.

Earlier, in August,2021, the
DGCI had granted an emer-
gency use approval for Zydus
Cadilas's DNA vaccine for use
in adults and children aged 12
years and above. 

The impact of the pan-
demic on the education of
children can be gauged from
the fact that almost 24 million
children are at the risk of not
returning to school next year
due to the economic fallout of
Covid-19, according to the
policy brief released by the
United Nations. More than 1.6
billion learners across the
world have been affected by
the disruption of the educa-
tion system, but the pandem-
ic has also served to exacer-
bate existing disparities, with
vulnerable populations in
low-income countries includ-
ing India taking a harder and

longer hit. For example, dur-
ing the second quarter of
2020,86 per cent of children
at the primary level have been
effectively out of school in
poor countries, compared to
just 20 per cent in highly
developed countries.

However, opinions of
experts are divided on various
issues related to vaccination of
children,"Whether there is a
need of Covid-19 vaccination
for children?".  Speaking at a
seminar, Dr Soumya

Swaminathan,Chief Scientist,
WHO,said "Children have
the same percentage of anti-
body exposure that adults
have. We had shut schools
saying children should not be
exposed to the virus, but
there has been community
exposure since they have been
doing other activities.
Children have been going to
malls, playing outside, and are
around their families. Making
a case for reopening schools
is vastly different from chil-
dren getting a Covid-19 vac-
cine, while one discusses the
continuation of life as it is
lived, the other is a deeply eth-
ical question".

Commenting on the value
of Covid-19 vaccines for chil-
dren, Gavi, the Vaccine
Alliance, says that considering
that children under the age of

18 form a large proportion of
the population, i.e., 32 per cent
globally, ensuring protection
for them is a move towards
pandemic control. Protection
is urgently needed when the
disease risk is high. However,
for children, there is relative-
ly low risk of disease, it added. 

Another relevant ques-
tion is, "Are vaccines needed
for healthy children and ado-
lescent, especially since
Covaxin supply is still limit-
ed and millions of adults are
yet to be vaccinated?"
According to Dr Chandrakant
Lahariya, Physician-epidemi-
ologist and vaccine expert, "At
present, the healthy children
in India do not need vaccina-
tion. India has reached a stage
where there is more Covid-19
vaccine supply then demand.
However, just because a coun-

try has more availability, it
should not start vaccinating
children. At the same
time,that does not mean
healthy children would never
need Covid-19 vaccines. They
may,in future. For example, if
a new variant emerges that
causes moderate to severe
disease in children at a rate
higher than at present,then we
may have to vaccinate healthy
children. Considering the
available evidence, I don't
think India should consider
vaccinating any child younger
than 12 years before early next
year", he added. 

Dr Satyajit Rath, former-
ly with the National Institute
of Immunology,New Delhi,
however, have a different
point of view: "Vaccines are
certainly needed for everyone.
I do not think that guesses

about the proportions of peo-
ple in various groups already
infected/vaccinated, which
depend on sero-surveys, are
well founded. Many if not
most of the sero-surveys have
been modest in size,yet we are
assuming that they correctly
reflect reality."

In India,the parents are
anxious and worried about
the well-being of their chil-
dren. They do not want to
take any chances and most of
them would welcome vacci-
nation of their wards to be on
the safe side. However, they
need to understand that no
country in the world had
rolled out vaccines for any
subgroup of children without
data being thoroughly exam-
ined and reviewed by the
experts. We should also go by
the advice of the experts. 
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(The writer is a senior journalist
and Chairman, Panwar Group of

Institutions, Solan, Himachal
Pradesh. The views expressed are

personal.)
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The existence of a radical
Bangladesh in India's eastern
flank-aided and abetted by the
global Salafi movement-has always

been a matter of great concern for India.
Indeed, the lower extremities of Assam and
the demographic jungles of the area have
been a virtual "gateway" for Islamists from
the erstwhile East Pakistan to travel to the
economic hubs of the rest of India where-
alongside the rabid fighters from Pakistan
and thereabouts-they have been perpetrat-
ing terror in India. Indeed, one of the rea-
sons why the Islamists inside Assam have
not been engaging the security forces is
because they do not want to attract their
attention. 

Furthermore, the crucial midpoint
that Bangladesh stations itself between the
Islamist hotspots of South Asia and South
East Asia makes it both an ideal staging
ground as well as a pullback area for
Islamists of various hues. Therefore, it
would not be altogether implausible to fath-
om that tanzeems, such as Jemaah
Islamiyah of Indonesia and Lashkar-e-
Toiba from Pakistan, have sought and
found sanctuary In Bangladesh. However,
while (as aforesaid) the primary reason
could well be attributed to its strategic loca-
tion and the existence of sufficient marsh-
es and warrens in the country to house
Islamists of all hues, the primary reason
continues to be the fact that there is a huge
constituency in the land of Bangabandhu
that owes allegiance to the practitioners of
puritanical Islam. Bangladesh, therefore,
showcases itself as a unique case where
geography, religion and socio-political
dilemma meet to bewilder.

Bangladesh — despite the fact that it
was formed on the basis of Bengali nation-
alism (jettisoning the commonality of
religion that had linked it to Pakistan in
1947) — is not (in the opinion of the
authors) a homogenous entity. In reality,
there are two Bangladeshs. One is devot-
ed to Bengali culture, language and the
ethos that is the hallmark of Bengali-hood.
Religion is not paramount for this group
and indeed it is this group that seeks to keep
the pennant of secularism alive. On the
hand, the other formation identifies itself
with the Islamic world and finds comfort
in the "transformative moment" that Islam
is passing through. The leadership of this
group-which is rabidly anti-Indian-is
divided, but is joining forces in order to
keep secular Bangladesh's influence to a
minimum. 

The barrack politics of 1975 gave rise
to the Bangladesh Nationalist Party. It is this
party that heads the non-fundamentalist
faction, and uses religion only as a means
to achieve its political ends. The other fac-
tions in the non-secular configuration are
fundamentalist and believe in Nizam-e-
Mustafa. Parties such as Jamaat-e-Islami,
Islamic Oikya Jote that is made up the raza-
kars and the pro-Pakistani groupings dur-
ing the anti-Bengali pogroms of the pre-
liberation days are the primary con-
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stituents of this formation. Of late,
other groups such as the Jama'atul
Mujahideen Bangladesh have joined
their ranks. 

The Pakistanisation of the poli-
ty of Bangladesh is the primal
threat to India, and stealth
Pakistanis abound in the
Bangladesh armed forces and intel-
ligence services. While
Pakistanisation does not necessar-
ily mean Islamisation, the bitter
truth is that forces of puritan Islam
are ascertaining that the two are
becoming interchangeable. Apart
from the various aspects by which
Bangladesh has subverted the secu-
rity of the North East-aid to ULFA,
NDFB, ATTF, NLFT, NSCN (IM)
and the Islamists-the threat from
Bangladesh in the future would be
the Talibanisation that its anti-
India agenda in tandem with the ISI
is constructing for the North East. 

As aforesaid, the demographic
jungles of the lower Assam districts
are already providing a concrete
entry point for the Islamists of
Afghanistan, Pakistan and South
East Asia. As a matter of fact, with
the Taliban takeover of Afghanistan,

Islamists in the entire subcontinent
received a shot in the arm and if
reports are to be believed, the com-
ing together of the al-Qaeda, Islamic
State of Khorasan Province in their
new found safe haven in the Af-Pak
region has become a rallying point
for the radicals from Kabul to
Khulna. 

In a recent news report para-
phrasing the Chief Minister of
Assam, it was stated that "a substan-
tial number of youths from one par-
ticular religious community are
missing and it is apprehended that
at least some of them have joined
terrorist outfits". Efforts, therefore,
seem to be on to radicalise the youth
of the state. Dar-ul-Aman, by most
accounts, is within arm's reach for
the proponents of Waliyah-e-Hind
(Guardians of Hindustan).

But geostrategic bafflement of
the sort that the return of the
Taliban has achieved has not dis-
suaded many in Bangladesh from
continuing to battle the forces of
radicalisation. Indeed, it remains
committed to the lofty ideals of
Bengali nationalism that liberated it
from the clutches of an exploitative

western wing. As a matter of fact,
despite the support it received from
the anti-liberationist forces and
presently from the wave of radical-
isation, the majority in Bangladesh
continues to be determined to
defend the standards that have
sought to negate Islam in its extreme
form. 

However, the waxing and wan-
ing character of an impetuous celes-
tial body such as the moon is not
only naturally ordained, but would
invariably resurface at the slightest
pretext. The fact that the present dis-
pensation of Sheikh Hasina has
sought to subdue radical Islam
may not quite help it to complete-
ly eclipse the puritanical strain in
Islam. 

All secular forces of the region,
primarily India, must rally behind
a beleaguered Bangladesh and aid
it fight the alien agenda. A course
correction exercise, therefore, needs
to be undertaken by India in order
to thwart the multi-front war that
is being readied by the adversary
against its ally. Posterity would, oth-
erwise, have only India to blame for
what it would term as insouciance.

(Rami N Desai is an
anthropologist and conflict
analyst. Jaideep Saikia is a

bestselling author and
conflict analyst. The views

expressed are personal.)
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In yet another immigration-
friendly move that would ben-

efit thousands of Indian-
American women, the Biden
administration has agreed to
provide automatic work autho-
risation permits to the spouses of
H-1B visa holders, most of whom
are Indian IT professionals.

An H-4 visa is issued by the
US Citizenship and
Immigration Services (USCIS)
to immediate family members
(spouse and children under 21
years of age) of the H-1B visa
holders. The visa is normally
issued to those who have
already started the process of
seeking employment-based

lawful permanent resident sta-
tus in the US.

The H-1B visa is a non-
immigrant visa that allows US
companies to employ foreign
workers in specialty occupa-
tions that require theoretical or
technical expertise. The tech-
nology companies depend on
it to hire tens of thousands of
employees each year from
countries like India and China.

A settlement was reached
by the Department of
Homeland Security in a class-
action lawsuit, which was filed
by the American Immigration
Lawyers Association (AILA) on
behalf of immigrant spouses
this summer.

“This (H-4 visa holders) is a

group that always met the regu-
latory test for automatic exten-
sion of EADs (employment
authorisation documents), but
the agency previously prohibit-
ed them from that benefit and
forced them to wait for reau-
thorisation. People were suffer-
ing. They were losing their high-
paying jobs for absolutely no
legitimate reason causing harm
to them and US businesses,” Jon
Wasden from AILA said.

The litigation successfully
achieved the reversal of the
USCIS policy that prohibited
H-4 spouses from benefiting
from the automatic extension
of their employment authori-
sation during the pendency of
stand-alone EAD applications.
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ATaliban provincial
spokesman says a bomb

exploded in a mosque during
Friday prayers, wounding at
least 15 people in eastern
Afghanistan, where Islamic

State group militants have been
waging a campaign of violence.

Qari Hanif, the govern-
ment spokesman for
Nangarhar Province, said the
bomb appeared to have been
planted inside the mosque in
the town of Traili, located in the
mountainous Spin Ghar area
outside the provincial capital
Jalalabad. 
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Negotiators at this year’s
UN climate talks in

Glasgow appeared to be back-
ing away from a call to end all
use of coal and phase out fos-
sil fuel subsidies completely, but
gave poor countries hope for
more financial support to cope
with global warming.

The latest draft proposals
from the meeting’s chair
released Friday call on coun-
tries to accelerate “the phaseout
of unabated coal power and of
inefficient subsidies for fossil
fuels.”

A previous proposal
Wednesday had been stronger,
calling on countries to “accel-
erate the phasing out of coal
and subsidies for fossil fuel.”
The changes, if agreed, could
give countries loopholes to
continue burning coal and sub-
sidise fossil fuels.

While the chair’s proposal
is likely to undergo further
negotiation at the talks, due to
end Friday, the change in word-
ing suggested a shift away from
unconditional demands that
some fossil fuel exporting
nations have objected to.

The question of how to
address the continued use of
fossil fuels responsible for
much of global warming has
been one of the key sticking
points at the two-week talks.

Scientists agree it is neces-
sary to end their use as soon as
possible to meet the 2015 Paris
accord’s ambitious goal of cap-
ping global warming at 1.5
degrees Celsius (2.7
Fahrenheit). But explicitly
including such a call in the
overarching declaration is
politically sensitive, including
for countries, such as Saudi
Arabia, that fear oil and gas
may be targeted next.
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Washington: Secretary of State
Antony Blinken said on Friday
that the Gulf nation of Qatar
has agreed to represent
American interests in
Afghanistan following the clo-
sure of the US Embassy in
Kabul in late August.

Blinken said Qatar will
serve as the “protecting power”
for the United States in Taliban-

run Afghanistan, a move that
suggests the Biden adminis-
tration has little confidence
that it will re-open the embassy
in the near future.

Qatar will establish a US
Interests section within its own
embassy in Kabul to provide
consular and other services to
American citizens in
Afghanistan, Blinken said. AP
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Indian economy is back in
action and it is clear from

several indicators such as ris-
ing exports and increasing for-
eign direct investment (FDI)
inflows into the country,
Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal said on
Friday. He said that merchan-
dise exports during April-
October this fiscal stood at
USD 232 billion and total FDI

during the first four months of
this fiscal rose by 62 per cent.

There was growth in
employment over the same
month last year, and manufac-
turing PMI rose to 55.9 in
October while services PMI
reached a decade high of 58.4
in the month, Goyal said. 

"India is back in action
and the decade is shaping up to 

be a growth decade, with
our exports surging and FDI
in-flows and investments fol-

lowing a high growth trajecto-
ry," he said at a virtual confer-
ence.

He said that global senti-
ments are changing from 'Why
India' to 'Why not India' to now
“Make in India for the world'
and serve the world from India. 

Ensuring transparent,
trustworthy and resilient sup-
ply chains is at the core of trade
revival and India has emerged
as a source of resilience and a
trusted partner during COV
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Industrial production growth
slips to 3.1 per cent in

September, mainly due to the
waning low base effect while
mining and manufacturing
sectors performed well. 

The manufacturing sector,
which constitutes 77.63 per
cent of the Index of Industrial
Production (IIP), grew 2.7 per
cent in September, according to
the data released by the
National Statistical Office
(NSO) on Friday.

The mining sector output
rose 8.6 per cent in September,
while power generation
increased 0.9 per cent.

In September 2021, the
IIP stood at 127.9 points com-
pared to 124.1 points in the
same month last year. The
index stood at 122.9 points in
September 2019, as per the
NSO data.Thus, the data
showed waning of the low base
effect. The IIP growth wit-
nessed double-digit growth
from May onwards this year,
mainly due to the lower base
effect.  The data showed that
industrial production recov-
ered in September 2020 and
surpassed the pre-pandemic
level of September 2019. The
IIP had grown by one per cent
in September 2020.

Industrial production

plunged 18.7 per cent in March
last year following the Covid
outbreak and remained in the
negative zone till August 2020.

With the resumption of
economic activities, factory
output rose 1 per cent in
September 2020 and grew 4.5
per cent in October. In
November 2020, the factory
output fell 1.6 per cent and then
entered the positive territory
with a 2.2 per cent growth in
December 2020.

The IIP had recorded a
contraction of 0.6 per cent
and 3.2 per cent in January and
February this year, respective-
ly. In March, it grew 24.2 per
cent.
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Retail inflation inched up to
4.48 per cent in October

due to an uptick in food prices,
government data showed on
Friday. The Consumer Price
Index (CPI) based inflation was
at 4.35 per cent in September
and 7.61 per cent in October
2020. According to the data
released by the National
Statistical Office (NSO), infla-
tion in food basket rose to 0.85
per cent in October, compared
to 0.68 per cent in the preced-
ing month.

The Reserve Bank, which
mainly factors in CPI-based
inflation while arriving at its bi-
monthly monetary policy, has
been tasked by the
Government to keep it at 4 per
cent, with a tolerance band of
2 per cent on either side.

The RBI has projected the
CPI inflation at 5.3 per cent for
2021-22: 5.1 per cent in second
quarter, 4.5 per cent in third;
5.8 per cent in last quarter of
the fiscal, with risks broadly
balanced.  The retail inflation
during April-June period of
2022-23 is projected at 5.2 per
cent.
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Stock market benchmarks
Sensex and Nifty rallied to

a two-week high on Friday on
heavy buying in index majors
Infosys, HDFC Bank and
Reliance Industries after three
days of losses and a positive
trend in global markets.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
spurted by 767 points or 1.28
per cent to close at 60,686.69
points with 25 of its stocks end-
ing with gains. 

The broader Nifty of the

National Stock Exchange
jumped by 229.15 points or
1.28 per cent to settle at
18,102.75, the highest closing
level since October 27. Gains in
IT, realty and energy stocks
helped indices break three-
day losing run.

Tech Mahindra was the
top gainer in the Sensex pack,
rising around 4 per cent, fol-
lowed by HDFC, Infosys, Bajaj
Finserv, Asian Paints and Bajaj
Finance.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday launched

two customer-centric schemes
with a view to strengthen
financial inclusion by ensuring
participation of small retail
investors in the Government
securities market as well as to
improve grievance redressal
mechanism.

The launch of these two
schemes - Reserve Bank's Retail
Direct Scheme and Integrated
Ombudsman Scheme - will
expand investment opportuni-
ties in the country and ensure
easier access to capital markets
with simple and secure mech-
anism, he said while launching
schemes through video con-
ferencing.

At the same time, he said,
Retail Direct Scheme will also
help in garnering funds for
development works.

Retail direct scheme has
given small investors in the
country a simple and safe
medium of investment in gov-

ernment securities. Similarly,
One Nation, One
Ombudsman System has taken
shape in the banking sector
with the Integrated
Ombudsman Scheme today,
he said.

The Integrated
Ombudsman Scheme seeks to
merge other ombudsman
schemes making it a One
Nation, One Ombudsman
System for the entire financial
sector.

Observing that one of the
biggest touchstones of any
democracy is the strength of its
grievance redressal system, he
said, the Integrated
Ombudsman Scheme will go a
long way in that direction. 

"Similarly, the Retail Direct
Scheme will give strength to the
inclusion of everyone in the
economy as it will bring in the
middle class, employees, small
businessmen and senior citi-
zens with their small savings
directly and securely in
Government securities. 
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‘Because None Has Survived. In
Those Days The Best Stone’

Subhadra Sen Gupta (1952 – May
3, 2021), a beloved Indian writer and
well-known historian, who lost the
battle to Covid earlier this year, has
given her admirers a final parting gift
in the form of her last work — The
Story of the First Civilisations from
Mesopotamia to the Aztecs. The book
is a thoroughly researched potent of
historical facts for children. In her
languid and lucid style of writing,
Gupta has taken her readers on a final
journey through the world of magi-
cal history. She has disseminated sto-
ries about the human origins and evo-
lutionary elements in a manner most
playful and intriguing.

Talking about what history means
to her, in the most simplistic way,
Gupta stated, “Soon we began to
string words into sentences and then
started to share information, express
our emotions and also gossip. And
today, everything from school to
working in an office to sharing a
recipe requires that we talk. This
Cognitive Revolution began in our
minds and this is what we call lan-
guage.” 

She continued, “The next stage
was crucial because now we devel-
oped a written script and learnt to
write everything down — and we
haven’t stopped writing since. We
kept records, wrote letters, printed
books, and now we have WhatsApp
and email.This was the first step to
creating a history of people... Of kings
and battles, gods and goddesses;
what we ate and the clothes we
wore; our songs and our games. It is
all about our daily lives and the events
of the world. And that, my friend, is
what we call history.”

From engrossing facts of how
Chinese civilisation were the first to
introduce the concept of examina-
tions, about Archimedes running
naked through the streets yelling
‘Eureka’, and potatoes being a gift
from Incas, legends of half-bull and
half-man Minotaur and conspiracy
theories around Atlantis, the book
covers it all, from Mesopotamia to
Aztecs. The book encompasses illus-

trations by Devashish Verma, embell-
ishing the read. 

The publisher of Talking
Club, Sudeshna Shome
Ghosh, who had put
together the
work, expressed,
“It was a project
that had thrilled
and excited her (the
author) and she had
tackled it with her
usual enthusiasm and
meticulous research. As
always, the writing here
remained fresh, accessible,
humorous — everything far
removed from what one
expects from history books. It
was an honour and  a huge
responsibility for us to publish this

book after her tragic demise earlier
this year.”

Gupta wrote over 40 books for
children as she thought that they

were the best readers. The his-
torian’s works are gracefully

laced with facts from history
that would entice all readers

to peruse through stories in
one sitting itself. 

Some of her works
include Goodbye Pasha

Begum!, a horror story
where the protago-
nist on a holiday in

Delhi suddenly finds
herself as a slave in the

Mughal era, Bishnu - The Dhobi
Singer about a dhobi boy who is sup-
ported by and taken under the tute-
lage of Tansen, A Mauryan Adventure

where a daughter of a soldier in
Ashoka’s army ventures around the
world, and so on. Her book, Mystery
of the House of Pigeons, was also
adapted into a television series for
Doordarshan as Khoj Khazana
Khojher. She also gained popularity
upon publishing The Constitution of
India for Children, which she had
attributed to a number of researchers,
too. Her work Mahal: Power and
Pageantry in the Mughal Harem
revolved around the social life of a
Mughal harem. 

The winner of Sahitya Akademi’s
2015 Bal Sahitya Puraskar explored
the genres of historical fiction and
non-fiction, travelogues, detective
tales, comic strips and ghost stories.
In one of her most adored works, A
Children’s History of India, she wrote,
“a time when many great thinkers and
philosophers emerged, all writing and
debating their ideas. Most interesting-
ly, people actually liked to listen to
them! These scholars were also teach-
ers or gurus and had schools called
ashramas or gurukulas, where they
taught students. Towns even had spe-
cial assembly halls for debates called
kautuhala shalas, that is, halls for
arousing curiosity!”

Born in Delhi, Gupta had pur-
sued her master’s degree in history.
She had begun writing in college
itself, working as a copywriter for
advertising agencies. 

In her book, The Unknown
Indians: People Who Quietly Changed
Our World, she imparts a lesson of
life, “Being open to change, asking
questions, being rebellious, being
creative — that is how a civilisation
grows and becomes like a huge
banyan tree — giving shelter and
shade to many people of many
regions, languages, religions and
gender.”

Photography is only the first step towards
entering the big world of cinema. Irrfan Khan’s

son, Babil, has recently done a photoshoot at his
family’s Nashik farmhouse and the audience is lap-
ping it up with huge cheers. He looks raw, dreamy
and he surely gives a nostalgic hint of his father’s
grace in the pictures. The ace photographer, Shivaji
Sen, has beautifully captured the many moods of
Babil around the gorgeous farmhouse. Styled by
Isha Bhansali was the icing on the top for the
required look.

Speaking about the photo shoot, Babil shares,
“The farmhouse is a special place for my fami-
ly. It is that one abode of rest where my father
returned to whenever he needed to unwind. I feel
his presence strongly around the area. This is why
I chose it to be my place of shoot as well.”

He continues, “Shivaji Sen has done a won-
derful job of capturing my many moods. We
spoke a lot about what I wanted to get out and
I think the results are at par with all that we

thought of achieving.”
Babil is still to make an official announcement

about his first film and the audience is eager for
the same. He has a strong legacy and the genes of
a perfectionist running in him.

Actor Vicky Kaushal, who would be featuring in
season 2 of Discovery+’s survival franchise, Into

the Wild with Bear Grylls, was wished well by his
father and friends from the industry for his exot-
ic expedition in the wild alongside the most
renowned survivalist, Bear Grylls. The adrenaline
pumping and challeng-
ing survivalist show
premiered on
November 12. In this
special, Bear Grylls
shares these messages
with Vicky upon reach-
ing different milestones
as motivation. The ones
who encourage and
wish him luck in the
episode include his
father, Sham Kaushal,
Kiara Advani and Karan
Johar.  

Indian film director,
producer and television host Johar expressed, “So
Vicky, I've seen a lot of exotic, amazing food dish
pictures on your gram. And now you're with Bear
Grylls. So, obviously, it's time that you actually have
an exotic meal with him. So, Bear, make Vicky a
meal that he never, ever forgets! Mere saath toh
bahut coffee pi liye tumne Vicky, now it's time for
you to have an exotic meal with Bear Grylls. So,
all the best. All my love and go kill it!” 

Wishing Kaushal luck for his expedition,
Advani shared, “My dearest Vicky, you've got all
the josh and guts in the world to take on a daring
journey like this. But today, your playground is not
a film set, it's the deep, deep ocean. You've told me
that you have phobia of deep sea and deep
waters. But, I know if there's anyone who has the
josh then it's you to go ahead and conquer this fear
and come out a winner on the other side. So, I'm
wishing you all the best and I'm going to see you
on the other side.”

Seene mein jalan, aankhon mein
toofan sa kyun hai

Iss shehar me har shakhs pareshaan
sa kyun hai.

Shahryar’s poetic expression for
Muzzaffar Ali’s Gaman (1978) was an
apt reflection of a gentle soul stuck in
the swirl of busy city life. But it was the
rich, textured voice of singer Suresh
Wadkar, who made his film debut, that
added the pathos perfectly portrayed
on screen by Farooq Shaikh. 

Wadkar, who has sung in almost all
major Indian languages in addition to
English and German during the course
of his career which stretched over 47
years, was recently awarded the Padma
Shri. Speaking over a concall, he says,
“I felt, I should have got it earlier. I don’t
the reason behind the delay. Only the
Almighty and the selection committee
would know that. Lekin der aye durust
aye. When things happen timely, the
importance is different as the confi-
dence and courage of the artiste
increases manifold.” 

The singer of immensely popular
numbers like Chhod Aye Hum Wo
Galiyan (Maachis) Huzur Is Qadar

(Masoom) Aye Zindagi Gale Laga
Le, Saanjh Dhale (Utsav), Tum

se milkar (Parinda) feels that
while recognition the

music lovers is heartening, “getting one
of the highest awards like the Padma
Shri makes you feel good that our
country and government has recog-
nised us. The love of our countrymen
is evident,” he says. 

Having been a part of the musical
scene for over four decades — where
he has sung film songs, bhajans, ghaz-
als and folk songs — Wadkar has seen
its evolution with the times. He says,
“People like changes in a lot of things
but you should not transform so much
that you forget your culture. If you are
very westernised in clothes, that is fine.
But we need music that sounds sweet
to the ear.” He further goes on to add,
“Earlier words, tune and the situation
were important in a film. Now, songs
are inserted where they do not even
make sense. That is the reason why
old songs continue to be pop-
ular while the ones com-
posed today don’t last.”

He believes that it
is the fleeting appeal,
of contemporary
songs, that has
made directors
reach out and
recycle old
songs. “The
g o o d

arrangers of yore have become music
composers so the songs are made in
arrangement style. The song needs a
shape and form. If something is called
an arrangement, then all you would be
doing is re-arranging it.”

The rampant use of auto-tune has
often caused ire among trained singers.
Wadkar is no exception. “Nowadays, 90
per cent of the songs are on auto-tune.
When you try to

bring the
s o n g
i n t o

t u n e ,
artificially,

it worsens as
it sounds elec-

tronic. It isn’t
right to do this as

singers want to dis-
play their ability.

Thanks to auto-tune,
everyone can sing nowa-

days, including actors,” he
pauses before adding, “We

should distribute opportuni-
ties. If so many actors have

sung a song, an equal number of
singers should be given a chance
to play the lead in a film.” I can
almost picture him smiling at

the other end of the line.
Wadkar was trained
to sing different

genres by
g u r u

Jialal

Vasant “During Mahatma Gandhi’s
centenary year (1969), guruji was
invited by the government to tour
India. I accompanied him and sang in
13 languages including at Pragati
Maidan in Delhi. Whatever work came
to me, I have taken it up as a blessing
from God.” 

The entertainment industry had
come to a standstill during the lock-
down and all work had all but stopped.
Wadkar utilised this time in the man-
ner he knows best — singing. “I found
the time to work hard. I have a studio
at home. So, every day and every
moment, I utilised it. I always wanted
to sing my favourite stalwarts’ songs.
During the lockdown, I recorded about
150-200 such

songs in my studio. My wife and
daughters too took advantage of the
time. After a routine riyaaz in the
morning, we did our recording. I will
release those songs on YouTube grad-
ually,” he says.

The singer was also hospitalised for
10 days on account of Covid which was
transmitted from his daughter, a com-
poser. “At the hospital, I tuned in to
singers — who are akin to god for me
— Lataji, Ashaji, Manna Dey, Rafi Saab
and more. 

While Wadkar learnt from past
singers, he is training a new generation
through his music school, Ajivasan.
Earlier, there were physical classes
not just in Mumbai but also in New
Jersey and Dubai. “Even before the pan-
demic struck, since there were often
visa-related problems so we had shift-
ed online. Though during an online
class, there is a slight delay but it is
almost like a one-to-one class,” he says.

However, offline classes have
resumed in Mumbai as the students too
were exasperated and wanted to come
for physical classes. “I have a small hos-
tel and children who come from out-
side Mumbai stay here. My elder sis-
ter teaches sitar, my wife
teaches vocals and
so do I,” he
says hoping
for better
t i m e s
ahead. 
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The confident and bold, orange
octagonal dome soaring in the sky
has bewitched the world for cen-
turies. Duomo di Firenze, built by
Filippo Brunelleschi, is both — a

massive architectural and a mystery — even
today. Just the description is enough to fire
the imagination of most travellers and
make them immediately cue into the city:
Florence, it is.

Though travel is yet to open up, it’s time
to plan ahead and imagine how exhilarat-
ing a trip to Firenze (Florence) would be. Not
surprisingly, as the name immediately con-
jures up images of being the birthplace of
Renaissance, a city of super-rich and super-
egos, full of creative geniuses, connoisseurs
of art and a place where innovation and
excellence found patrons and flourished. A
thriving centre of trade and finance in the
14th century, the city had money and the
well-off spent much of it on commissioning
dazzling works of art and architecture. It ush-
ered in a new artistic grammar and flair,
where nature’s beauty and the human body
were celebrated and depicted to perfection,
in a style known as ‘Realism’.

To the disbelief of a first-time traveller,
the city appears low-key and provincial. But
walk through it and the city gradually reveals
its charms. The streets of Florence are akin
to flipping through a fashion magazine or
practically delving into it. The narrow-cob-
bled streets of the ‘homily’ city with an inter-
national flair lead to some of the greatest art
treasures of the world. Each of these lies in
close vicinity, within a few hundred yards,
at the historic town square. Florence, alone,
has half of Italy’s artistic wealth. 

The rhythms of antiquity set in as you
reach Santa Maria del Fiore. It is the tallest
building in the city and the fourth largest
church in Europe, which was completed in
1436. Built in Gothic style, it is a UNESCO
World Heritage Site. The cathedral complex
is famous for its bronze doors and magnif-
icent exteriors. Michelangelo famously
called them the ‘gates of paradise’. The cathe-
dral, in a combination of white, green and
pink marbles, is ethereal. While entry is free,
you will have to brave long queues and
crowds to get in. It is topped off by the icon-
ic Duomo di Firenze. One can see wide-eyed
tourists gazing at its beautiful ceiling, trans-
fixed at the frescos of the Last Judgement
(1572-9). Though credited to Giorgio Vasari,
it was completed by Federico Zuccaro five
years after the former’s death. It also has
painter Domenico di Michelino's
(1417–1491) most famous work, Comedy
Illuminating Florence, on the north wall of
the cathedral of Santa Maria del Fiore. It
depicts Dante Alighieri presenting his
famous poem, the Divine Comedy, to the city
of Florence.

Reaching the top of Santa Maria del
Fiore entails a climb of 463 narrow steps.
While it might not be for the faint-hearted,
the effort can be truly rewarding. From the
top of the dome, you can catch breath-tak-
ing views of the entire city. The terracotta
houses, spread like a meticulously painted
canvas on the horizon, make it a delightful
site to experience.

A few steps away from the main square
is Piazza Della Signoria and Palazzo Vecchio.
The statutes at the piazza commemorate the
city’s major historical events and it has a repli-
ca of, David, Michelangelo’s famous statue.

The original, preserved in the Galleria
dell’Accademia museum located a few blocks
down the road, is one of the most intense-
ly-studied and zealously-guarded statues.
Sculpted between 1501-1504, the statue had
consolidated the city’s artistic supremacy in
the world by captivatingly depicting human
anatomy in perfect proportion. With a
watchful eye, pulsing veins on the back of
the hands, taut torso, flexing thigh muscles
and the almost invisible slingshot David car-
ried over his shoulder to kill Goliath — the
statue is realism cast in stone. This impos-
ing 17-foot masterpiece in gleaming Carrara
marble, the whitest of all marbles in the
world, weighs 5,660 kg. 

A visit to Florence is incomplete with-
out witnessing the artefacts, Italian
Renaissance paintings and European mas-
terpieces at the Uffizi gallery. These were
accumulated over centuries by the Medici

family, perhaps the most important
Florentine family that ever lived. The gallery
houses one of the most priceless collections
of art anywhere in the world. There are end-
less queues of visitors stretching out on the

street, waiting to get a glimpse of the rare
gilded collections. 

If you wish to recover from the art over-
load, then you can wander around the Ponte
Vecchio, the ancient bridge which spans the

Arno river. This 14th-century bridge hous-
es jewellery shops which easily have muse-
ums worth of high-quality goods. The
storefronts have remained unchanged for
centuries. Most of the shops lined along the

bridge belong to families of goldsmiths who
have traded here for generations, at least since
1345. 

Towards the southern side of the River
Arno is Palazzo Pitti, called the Pitti Palace.
It was originally built for the banker Luca Pitti
who wanted to outdo the Medici family in
the display of wealth and power. In a rever-
sal of fortune, the construction bankrupted
the Pitti’s heirs and later Medicis purchased
the palace making it their main residence in
1550. Today, the richly-decorated rooms of
Pitti Palace display treasures from the
Medici collections. Apart from the Royal
Apartments, it consists of the Silver Museum,
Porcelain Museum and Costume Gallery. 

The Boboli Gardens, another
UNESCO World Heritage Site, behind the
Pitti Palace are some of the first and most
familiar formal 16th-century Italian gar-
dens. Spread across 111 acres, the serene
gardens have stunning contrasts and
forms where you can see — an amphithe-
atre, boxed hedges clipped into symmet-
rical geometric patterns, groves of cypress
trees, countless statues and fountains — all
creating an extravagant visual theatre.
While the palace appears stern, imposing
and enormous under the weight of wealth,
it is the stepped terraces behind the
palace that make Boboli Gardens a desti-
nation for nature enthusiasts and garden
lovers from around the world.

A visit to Florence means a lifetime of
memories. It is a pilgrimage and a honey-
pot for connoisseurs of art and architec-
ture for it is rightly called Italy’s premier
citta d’arte (city of arts).
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New Zealand wickeetkeeper
batter Devon Conway was

on Thursday ruled out of the
T20 World Cup final and the
subsequent tour of India after
injuring his right-hand in frus-
tration following his dismissal
in the semif inal against
England.

Conway had made a valu-
able 46 in New Zealand’s suc-
cessful  chase of 167 on
Wednesday.

“Conway sustained the
injury when he struck his bat
immediately after being dis-
missed in semifinal win over
England in Abu Dhabi - with an
X-ray today confirming a break
to his r ight hand f if th
Metacarpal,” said New Zealand
Cricket in a statement.

New Zealand face Australia
in the final on Sunday.

Head coach Gary Stead
said Conway was understand-

ably devastated.
“He’s absolutely gutted to be

ruled out like this at this time.
Devon is hugely passionate
about playing for the BLACK-
CAPS and no one is more dis-
appointed at the moment than
he is - so we’re really trying to
rally around him.

“It looked a pretty innocu-
ous reactionary incident on
the field, but the blow obvious-
ly caught the bat between the
glove padding and while it’s not
the smartest thing he’s done
there’s certainly an element of
bad luck in the injury.

“Due to the timelines we
won’t be bringing in a replace-
ment player for this World
Cup or next week’s T20 series
against India, but are working
through our options for the Test
series later this month,” said
Stead. 

The India tour begins with
the opening T20 in Jaipur on
November
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Former India opener
Gautam Gambhir has

slammed Australian batter
David Warner for hitting a
double-bounced delivery off
Mohammed Hafeez for a six
during their T20 World Cup
semifinal win over Pakistan,
saying it was a “pathetic dis-
play of spirit of the game”.

In the eighth over of
Australia’s run chase, the first
ball from Hafeez slipped out
of his hand and bounced
twice. Warner moved outside
leg and swung it over deep
mid-wicket for a six.

From the subsequent no
ball, Warner got two more
runs. Thanks to that six,
Australia got 13 runs from
that over. Australia chased
down the 177-run target with
five wickets and one over to
spare.

“What an absolutely
pathetic display of spirit of the
game by a Warner! #Shameful
What say @ashwinravi99?”
Gambhir tweeted trying to
imply that Warner should
have left the delivery as its had
slipped out of Hafeez’s hand.

However, no cricketing
law calls for such a delivery to
be considered dead.

Senior India off-spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin, who
was criticised in the past for
running out Jos Buttler at the
non-striker’s end after he
backed up too early and issu-
ing a warning to Aaron Finch
in the IPL, commented on
Gambhir’s tweet after it was
described as a “bad take” in
replies.

“His point is that if this is
right , that was right. If that
was wrong , this is wrong 
too. Fair assessment?” tweet-
ed Ashwin. 
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Vice-captain Ajinkya Rahane will lead
India in the first Test against New

Zealand before regular skipper Virat Kohli
returns for the second match even as some
all-format bigwigs got complete rest from
the assignment in line with the BCCI’s
workload management of players.

Newly appointed T20 captain and reg-
ular opener Rohit Sharma, wicketkeeper
Rishabh Pant, and pacers Jasprit Bumrah
and Mohammed Shami have all been rest-
ed from the two matches in Kanpur
(November 25 to 29), and Mumbai
(December 3 to 7).

“Virat Kohli will join the squad for the
second Test and will lead the team,” BCCI
secretary Jay Shah said in a statement.

Middle-order batter Shreyas Iyer made
a comeback in the Test squad along with off-
spinner Jayant Yadav. The Test series will be
preceded by a three-match T20 series
beginning November 17 in Jaipur. Kohli will
not be a part of the T20 series after opting
to take a break.

One of the notable absentees from the
Test side was Hanuma Vihari, who has been
dropped from the 16-member squad (will
be 17 in next Test).

Vihari, it is learnt, is being added to the
India A squad for the tour of South Africa
where he will get three matches to stake a
claim in the main squad which will start its
series in the last week of December.

“We are sending Vihari to South Africa
for the A series and his performance in the
three ‘A Test’ matches will be monitored,”

a senior BCCI functionary confirmed the
development to PTI.

According to sources close to the selec-
tion committee, Vihari’s current form, and
not past record, has been taken into account
while selecting the Test squad. Vihari, in his
last six first-class innings for county team
Warwickshire, produced scores of 32, 52, 8,
0, 24, and 43 not out. In the recent Syed
Mushtaq Ali Trophy, his output across four
innings read 26, 7, 57 and 4.
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Pakistan captain Babar
Azam sought to make

amends for his comment that
Hasan Ali’s dropped catch of
Matthew Wade was the turn-
ing point of their T20 World
Cup semifinals defeat to
Australia, saying players
dropping catches was part of
game and the costly mistake
was not the reason for his
team’s ouster.

After Pakistan suffered a
five-wicket defeat, courtesy
Wade’s sensational three con-
secutive sixes off Shaheen
Shah Afridi in the 19th over,
Babar had said at the post-
match presentation that the
scenario of the match could
have been different had the
catch been taken.

At the post-match press
conference, he repeated some
of what he said but insisted
that dropping catches was
part of the game and he and
the team would back Ali to
the hilt.

“On the day, catches were
dropped and because of that
the match changed. Had the
catch not been dropped, the
scenario would have been
different. But this is part of
the game and the more we
learn from our mistakes the
better,” he said.

When a reporter asked if

he now realised that Ali’s
form was not good through-
out the tournament and his
dropped catch was the reason
for Pakistan’s ouster from the
tournament, he said, “I don’t
feel like that.”  

“He is our main bowler
and has won many matches
for Pakistan. Players do drop
catches sometimes.”

Babar, who was one of the
standout performers among
batters in the tournament,
said Ali is “a bit down” but
“fighting out” and the team
will support him.

“He is fighting it out and
I will keep backing him. Every
player cannot perform in
every game. Some individuals
who are having a good day try
to make the most of it and
come up with good perfor-
m a n c e s , ”
he said.

“Yes, he is a bit down. We
will keep backing him and
giving him confidence. People
wil l  say a  
lot of things, but we are
behind him,” he added.

Besides the cost ly
dropped catch, Ali was also
off colour with the ball as he
leaked 44 runs from his four
overs without any wicket. 

But Babar refused to
entertain any suggestion that
Ali should not have been in
the team.
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For the second day run-
ning,  a  seemingly
doomed chase proved

anything but as Australia
matched New Zealand in get-
ting home with an over to
spare thanks to some spectac-
ular  late  hitt ing against
Pakistan. 

While the parallels with
the Black Caps’ victory over
England are obvious, this game
also brought back memories of
the only previous ICC Men’s
T20 World Cup semi-finals
played by these two teams. 

Rewind 11 years  and
Pakistan looked to be on their
way to a third straight final
when they piled up 191 for six
batting first and then reduced
Australia to 144 for seven in
the 18th over. 

In 2010 in the West Indies,
it was Michael Hussey who
almost singlehandedly swung
the game, with six sixes in his
24-ball 60. 

A player at the peak of his
powers, he was able to do
something that few thought
possible at the time, the sort of
destructive knock that has
become more commonplace as
the format has developed.

Still, Hussey was regard-

ed as arguably the best white-
ball finisher in the game at the
time. 

If someone was going to
turn a game like that, it was
probably him. His three max-
imums off Saeed Ajmal were
matched by Matthew Wade in

Dubai, who went one better by
getting three in a row off
Shaheen Shah Afridi to seal a
stunning chase of 177.

Wade was a more unlikely
hero than Hussey.

Not that he is not a capa-
ble batter, but he had only ever

topped 30 on one occasion in
a chase in T20Is, and that
came when opening. 

He did not have anywhere
near the pedigree of Hussey
when it came to finishing. In
fact, it was his batting partner
Marcus Stoinis who seemed

the more likely match-winner,
and for Wade, the all-rounder
was the man who turned the
game when he took 13 off
Haris Rauf in the 17th over
including a six and a four. 

That brought the required
rate down to just over 12 an
over from the last three, the
sort of numbers that have
become easily attainable, par-
ticularly with the rapport
between the batters that Wade
and Stoinis possess. 

They did just that, Stoinis
finishing unbeaten on 40 and
Wade a blistering 41 from just
17 deliveries. 

Asked about how the pair
have become such good finish-
ers, Wade explained: “It’s con-
fidence, confidence in your
ability to finish the game. To
be able to bat with Marcus has
been awesome, I’ve played a lot
of cricket with him at Victoria
early on in his career so I’ve
seen him grow into the crick-
eter he is today. 

“I know if I can hang with
him for four or five overs, he’s
going to find the boundary,
he’s too big and strong not to.
The reason that he and I
worked well towards the back
end is that we know each
other’s game so much.  

Courtesy: ICC
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HASAN’S DROPPED CATCH
WAS TURNING POINT


