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Pilot scores against Gehlot in SC

"Top court refuses to stop Raj HC from announcing decision on petition by
Pilot, rebel MLLAs challenging disqualification notices for defying Congress

PNS/AGENCIES B
NEW DELHI/JAIPUR

With all eyes on the
Rajasthan High Court
on Friday over the Rajasthan
political impasse, Congress
rebel leader Sachin Pilot on
Thursday scored a point in the
Supreme Court in his fight
against Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot.

The Supreme Court
refused to stop the Rajasthan
High Court from announcing
its decision on a petition by
Pilot and 18 other rebel MLAs
challenging disqualification
notices served to them for
defying the Congress.

The Rajasthan Speaker,
who served the notices last
week, had argued that the
rebels cannot petition the High
Court at this stage. The
Rajasthan High Court’s ruling
will, however, be subject to the
final order of the Supreme
Court, which will take up the
case on Monday.

Gehlot who wrote a letter
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi complaining him about
conspiracy to topple his
Government, asserted that the
alleged audio tapes that has sur-
faced with allegations of
involvement of a Union
Minister of payoffs to legislators
is very much authentic and can
be sent abroad for further
authentication.

“It is the matter of just one

FAREWELL,

MY QUEEN ‘

day. Why can’t you wait,” the
Supreme Court asked the
Speaker during arguments on
blocking the Rajasthan High
Court verdict. The judges also
questioned why the Speaker, a
neutral person, should
approach the court at all.
“Assume a leader has lost
the faith of persons. While
remaining in party they cannot
be disqualified. Then this will
become a tool and no one can
raise their voice. The voice of
dissent in a democracy cannot
be suppressed like this,” said
Justice AK Mishra, one of the
three judges hearing the case,
without referring to Rajasthan.
Justice Mishra was
responding to the arguments of
senior lawyer Kapil Sibal
defending the Speaker’s right to
serve disqualification notices
and ask the rebels why they
skipped party meetings. “The
High Court cannot give any
protective order at this stage to
the other camp. No court can
intervene when the Speaker is
deciding the case,” Sibal said.
Speaker CP Joshi had
served notices to 19 rebel
MLAs, including Sachin Pilot,
after they skipped two meetings
of Congress MLAs called by
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
last week. The rebels argued in
court that they do not intend to
quit the party; they only want
a change in the leadership. But
Sibal said their act of not join-
ing the meetings amounted to
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1 Assume a leader has
lost the faith of
persons. While
remaining in party
they cannot be
disqualified. Then this
will become a tool
and no one can raise
their voice. The voice
of dissent in a
democracy cannot be

suppressed like this, said Justice AK Mishra
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7 The Rajasthan High Court’s ruling will, however,
be subject to the final order of the Supreme
Court, which will take up the case on Monday

Government
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intervention reflects the Congress’s worry that a
legal victory for the rebels may endanger its

7 The Speaker had
argued that the rebels
cannot petition the High
Court at this stage
[ It is the matter of just
one day. Why can’t you
wait, the SC asked the
Speaker during arguments
[ The Speaker’s sudden
move to seek the SC

[ Gehlot Govt has a narrow lead in the Assembly

giving up their membership.

The Speaker’s sudden
move to seek the SC’s inter-
vention reflects the Congress’s
worry that a legal victory for
the rebels may endanger its
Government in Rajasthan.

Ashok Gehlot’s
Government has a narrow lead
in the 200-member Assembly
— just one MLA over the
majority mark of 101. If the
Rajasthan High Court decides
the Speaker can continue the
process of disqualifying team
Pilot’s 19 MLAs, Gehlot can
win more easily as the major-
ity mark will come down.

If the rebel MLAs win their
case and get protection from
disqualification, they can vote
against the Congress
Government and make it tough
for Gehlot to retain power.

Continued on Page 4

Can send Shekhawat
tape to US for test to
clear doubts: Gehlot

Jaipur: Targeting Union
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat, Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot on
Tuesday said the audio clips
which indicate an alleged plot
to topple his Government can
be sent abroad for forensic
tests. Without taking the min-
ister’s name, Gehlot questioned
why he is not coming forward
to give a voice sample. “We can
send it for FSL testing to
America if they have no trust

in the Rajasthan government,”
the Rajasthan CM said, adding
that the Congress also did not
trust the Centre.

Credit society scam:
Jaipur court directs
probe into complaint
against Shekhawat

Jaipur: A city court has direct-
ed that the Rajasthan Police
should probe a complaint alleg-
ing the involvement of Union
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat in a credit society
scam. The development comes
amid allegations by the
Congress that the Minister is
involved in a bid to topple the
Ashok Gehlot Government.
The SOG has already sent a
notice to the Minister in con-
nection with a probe into audio
clips which indicate efforts to
lure away Congress MLAs.
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India asks China to walk the
talk on LAC disengagement

PNS B NEW DELHI

India on Thursday categori-
cally asked China to “sin-
cerely” work for complete dis-
engagement and de-escalation
on the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in Ladakh.

Officials of the two Foreign
Ministries under the aegis of
the Working Mechanism for
Consultation and Co-ordina-
tion on India-China border
Affairs (WMCC) are likely to
hold talks on Friday to break
the logjam and pave the way for
another round of Corps
Commander-level parleys.

India’s latest assertion came
against the backdrop of the
Chinese troops not honouring
the agreements arrived at in the
last round of talks between the
two Commanders to withdraw
additional troops from the
front and “depth” areas.

China is yet to start the
process to pull back its 40,000
troops leading to heightened
tension on the LAC and India
also forced ramp up its troop
strength. Moreover, the
Chinese side has also not
removed its heavy guns and
weapons as agreed upon,
sources said.

This pact to thin out troops
was projected as a major con-
fidence building measure but
the Chinese not withdrawing
has raised alarm bells in the
Indian security establishment,
they said.

Given this actual scenario,
the Ministry of External Affairs
on Thursday said in order to
bring restore normalcy,

Pak offer of consular access
to Jadhav farcical: India

PNS B NEW DELHI

India on Thursday charged
Pakistan with blocking all
avenues for remedy in
Kulbhushan Jadhav case
and said it adopted a “farcical”
approach in granting
consular access.

This strong statement came
after Jadhav was denied con-
sular access and Islamabad
said July 20 was the last date for
filing review petition by
Jadhav against death sentence
given to him.

Making New Delhi’s stand
clear, Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) Spokesperson
Anurag Srivastava said India
had requested Pakistan 12
times for consular access to
Jadhav and Islamabad has not
provided “unhindered and
unimpeded access”.

Srivastava also said
Pakistan adopted a “farcical
approach” in handling the case,
adding India is exploring avail-
able options in the matter.

“Pakistan has blocked all
avenues for effective remedy
available to India. It stands in
violation of International Court
of Justice (ICJ) judgment and

its own Ordinance. India
reserves its position, including
right to avail of further reme-
dies,” the Ministry said
on the Pakistan Government
moving Islamabad High Court
to appoint lawyer for
Kulbhushan Jadhav.

The MEA Spokesperson
further said India tried to file
areview petition on July 18 for
Jadhav but the lawyer appoint-
ed by India was told he has no
“power of attorney.’

Pakistan had earlier this
month said July 20 is the last
date of filing a review petition
by Jadhav against the death
sentence awarded by a
Pakistani military court.

The 50-year-old retired
Indian Navy officer was sen-
tenced to death by the Pakistani

military court on charges of
espionage and terrorism in
April 2017.

India approached the
International Court of Justice
(ICJ) against Pakistan for denial
of consular access to Jadhav
and challenging the death sen-
tence. The Hague-based ICJ
ruled in July 2019 that Pakistan
must undertake an “effective
review and reconsideration”
of the conviction and sentence
of Jadhav and also to grant con-
sular access to India without
further delay.

The Pakistan Government
has claimed that Jadhav refused
to file a review petition or an
application to reconsider the
verdict. Pakistan enacted the
“International Court of Justice
Review and Reconsideration
Ordinance 2020” on May 20
under which a petition for the
review of a military court’s
decision can be made to
Islamabad High Court through
an application within 60 days
of its promulgation.

Srivastava said India
already shared its concerns to
Pakistan in June knowing the
“inadequacies and shortcom-
ings” in the Ordinance.

Community transmission in

"Telangana!

PNS B HYDERABAD/KOCHI

With Telangana recording a
bigger spike everyday,
the State health officials have
admitted that the State was
passing through the stage of
community transmission of
the outbreak.

Director of Public Health
Dr G Srinivas Rao on Thursday
said there were strong indica-
tions to show the presence of
Covid-19 in the community
across Telangana.
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“The virus is in the com-
munity and all of us are doing
our best to contain it. The State
Government is pulling out all
stops to prevent the virus from
spreading. The general public
must be very cautious in the
next four to five weeks. Masks,

307 more test positive

in Lucknow

PNS B LUCKNOW

Lucknow reported 307 more
coronavirus positive cases
on Thursday, taking the city’s
tally to 5,125 while the death
toll climbed to 65 with four
more fatalities.

The state also registered
yet another largest single-day
spike as 2,529 people tested
positive for coronavirus infec-
tion while 36 persons fell prey
to the deadly virus.

According to a senior offi-
cial at Lucknow CMO’s office,
18 persons tested positive for
coronavirus in Indiranagar,
16 in Gomtinagar, 15 in
Chinhat, 12 each in
Hazratganj and Rae Bareli
road, 11 each in Aminabad
and Aliganj, 10 in Alambagh.
nine at Kanpur road, seven in
Mahanagar, six in Chowk, five
in Cantonment, four each in
Rajajipuram, Gomtinagar

Continued on Page 4

cial now

hand washing and physical
distancing in every aspect of life
are mandatory,” Dr G Srinivas
Rao said in Hyderabad.
Telangana has over 50,000
positive cases and nearly 450
deaths. The State faced huge
criticism for not carrying out
adequate number of test to
track positive cases. Even now
it is one of the worst States as
far as testing numbers go.
Continued on Page 4

Covid-19 sits
ININDIA S5
TOTAL

CASES: 12,87,083

RECOVERED:
8,16,205

ACTIVE: 4,39,816

Talks likely today to break logjam,
and pave way for another round

o

respecting and strictly abiding
by the LAC is the basis of peace
and tranquility in the border
areas. Several agreements con-
cluded by India and China
since 1993 firmly acknowl-
edge this, Ministry spokesper-
son Anurag Srivastava said.
Reiterating the point that
China triggered the eight-week
old stand offs, he said, “In my

of Corps Commander-level parleys

e e - .
Army vehicles move towards Leh along the Manali-Leh highway amid the ongoing
India-China border dispute, in Kullu district

B

PTI
statement of June 26, I had
noted that the conduct of
Chinese forces this year, includ-
ing the deployment of large
body of troops and changes in
behaviour, accompanied by
unjustified and untenable
claims, has been in complete
disregard of all the mutual
agreements.

Continued on Page 4

(ovt bans public procurement
from China, other neighbours

PNS/PTI B NEW DELHI

mid border row with
China, the Government
on Thursday imposed restric-
tions on public procurement
from China and other coun-
tries with common border.
The Government of India
amended the General
Financial Rules 2017 to enable
imposition of restrictions on
bidders from countries which
share a land border with India
on grounds of defence of
India, or matters directly or
indirectly related thereto
including national security,
an official statement said.
The Department of
Expenditure has, under the
said Rules, issued a detailed
order on public procurement

ty, it said.

As per the order, it said,
any bidder from such coun-
tries sharing a land border
with India will be eligible to
bid in any procurement
whether of goods, services
(including consultancy ser-
vices and non-consultancy
services) or works (including
turnkey projects) only if the
bidder is registered with the
Competent Authority.

“The Competent
Authority for registration will
be the Registration Committee
constituted by the Department
for Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade (DPIIT).
Political and security
clearance from the Ministries
of External and Home Affairs
respectively will be mandato-

to strengthen the defence ry; it said.

of India and national securi- Continued on Page 4
STATES TOTAL CASES  DEATHS RECOVERED
Maharashtra 3,47,502 1,94,253
Tamil Nadu 1,92,964 3,232 1,36,793
Delhi 1,27,364 3,745 1,09,065
Karnataka 80,863 1,616 29,310
Andhra Pradesh 72,711 884 37,555
Uttar Pradesh 58,104 1,298 35,803
Gujarat 52,563 2,256 38,059
West Bengal 51,757 1,255 31,656
Telangana 50,826 447 39,327
Rajasthan 33,220 594 23,815
Bihar 31,691 212 20,959
Haryana 28,975 378 22,249
Assam 27,745 66 19,351
Madhya Pradesh 25,474 780 17,359
Odisha 21,099 145 14,393
Jammu & Kashmir | 16,429 282 8,709

CAPSULE

1ST CONTAINER CARGO
VIA B’'DESH ARRIVES
New Delhi: The first-ever
container cargo from Kolkata via
Bangladesh’s Chattogram port
has reached Agartala, the
External Affairs Ministry said on
Thursday, terming it a “historic
milestone” in the Indo-
Bangladesh connectivity and
economic partnership.

1 MORE CONGRESS MLA
QUITS MP ASSEMBLY
Bhopal: The Congress in
Madhya Pradesh suffered yet
another setback on Thursday
after one more party MLA
resigned from the Legislative
Assembly, becoming the third
legislator from the grand old
party in the State to do so in less
than two weeks.

NO EMPLOYEE WILL BE
LAID OFF: AIR INDIA
New Delhi: Unlike other airlines
that have laid off a large number
of workers, no employee of Air
India will lose his job, the
national carrier said.

MM Joshi deposes, claims Congress
govt implicated him in Babri case

PNS B LUCKNOW

Veteran BJP leader Murli
Manohar Joshi on Thursday
deposed before a special CBI
court in the Babri mosque
demolition trial and pleaded
innocence and claimed that he
was implicated in the case by the
then Congress Government at
the Centre. He dubbed the pros-
ecution witnesses in the case as
“liars”.

While making his state-
ment under section 313 of the
CrPC through video conference
to the court of Special Judge SK
Yadav, the 86-year-old leader
accused the then Congress-led
Central Government of “falsely”
implicating him in the case out
of “political vendetta”

Former Deputy Prime
Minister LK Advani, 92, too is
slated to depose before the
Lucknow court through
video links from New Delhi

on Friday. “The entire investi-
gation was conducted under
the political influence and he
was charged on the basis of false
and fabricated evidence,” Joshi
told the court.

At this, the judge asked
him why then the prosecution
witnesses have deposed against
him and Joshi retorted, “All the
witnesses are liars. They have
deposed due to political
reasons and under the influence
of police” During the court
proceeding, the court posed as
many as 1,050 questions to
Joshi and he replied to each one
of them. As the judge sought
Joshi’s comment over various
pieces of evidence led by the CBI
on the basis of different video
clipping and newspaper cuttings,
the former Union HRD minis-
ter said the entire evidence is
“false and fabricated”

During the proceeding,
Judge Yadav apprised Joshi of the

statement of a CBI witness, in
which he had averred that
Kalyan Singh was sworn in as
UP chief minister on June 25,
1991 and went to the Ram
Janmabhoomi site in Ayodhya
the next day along with his
Cabinet colleagues.

The judge told Joshi that,
according to the CBI witness, at
the Ram Janmabhoomi site in
Ayodhya, Kalyan Singh had
pledged for building the temple
at the very place, chanting “Ram
Lala Ham Ayenge, Mandir Yahi
Banayenge (Lord Ram, we will
come and make the temple here
itself)”.

The judge then asked Joshi
to explain the statement of the
CBI witness. Joshi
replied that it was true that
Kalyan Singh had gone to
Ayodhya but, he said, the rest of
the averment of the prosecution
witness was false.

The judge also showed Joshi

a photograph taken on June 26,
1991 at the Ram Janmabhoomi
premises, in which he is seen
standing with the then Uttar
Pradesh chief minister Kalyan
Singh and asked the BJP leader
to explain it.

Joshi dubbed the photo-
graph as “fake’, pointing out that
there was no negative of the pho-
tograph on the CBI records. The
photograph was handed over by
one Swapna Das Gupta to the
CBI during the investigation.

The judge also referred to
many newspaper reports on
alleged statements of former
Dy PM Advani and Shiv Sena
late chief Bala Saheb Thackeray
on Ram Janmabhoomi issue
and sought Joshi’s response to
them. Joshi asserted that the rel-
evant news items were false
and were made part of the
investigation by the CBI due to
“political malice and ideological
differences”

Govt goes hy SG, 0K’s permanent
commission for women in Army

PNS B NEW DELHI

Abiding by the Supreme
Court judgment, the
Defence Ministry on Thursday
issued orders to grant perma-
nent commission to women
officers in the Army. This
major move will benefit more
than 300 women officers right
away serving in 10 streams of
the force.

The order comes after the
apex court in February this year
directed the Government that
women officers in the Army
be granted permanent com-
mission and command post-
ings in all services. However,
women officers as of now can-
not serve in the combat arms
like the infantry, artillery and
armored corps.

Following the judgment,
Army Chief General MM
Naravane had said it was an
enabling one and gives a lot of

300 women officers serving in 10 streams
of force to be benefited from this decision

clarity on how to move for-
ward. He had stated that the
same procedure for male Short
Service Commission (SSC)
officers will be followed for
women to give permanent
commission.

The Defence Ministry
order on Thursday also said,
“In anticipation, the Army HQ

had set in motion a series of
preparatory actions for conduct
of the permanent commission
Selection Board for women
officers. The Selection Board
will be scheduled as soon as all
affected SSC women officers
exercise their option and com-
plete requisite documentation”

Continued on Page 4
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UP to ramp up Covid
tests to one lakh/day

PNS B LUCKNOW

fter a Union government direc-

tive on ramping up COVID-19
testing, the UP government decided
to increase testing further and fixed
a target to carry out one lakh tests per
day soon.

At present, around 55,000 tests
per day are being carried out in gov-
ernment facilities.

Though the government has not
fixed any date for achieving the tar-
get, a road map has been chalked out
so that UP, which has the largest pop-
ulation in India, can boast of the high-
est number of COVID-19 tests.

Recently, the Centre asked 10
states, including Uttar Pradesh, to
increase testing as it was far from the
set World Health Organisation guide-
line of 142 tests per million per day.

Additional Chief Secretary
(Home) Awanish Awasthi said in
Lucknow on Thursday that Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath had asked
officials at a high-level meeting to
increase the daily tests to one lakh per
day. UP is in the second spot after
Tamil Nadu in carrying out the max-
imum number of tests per day. On
Wednesday, the state created a record
of sorts by testing 54,897 samples in
a day and with this the total tests in
UP have gone up to 16.54 lakh.

Awasthi said that the chief min-
ister directed district authorities to go
for massive rapid antigen tests.
Smaller districts will compulsorily
have to do 500 such tests daily and the
bigger ones need to double this fig-
ure.

“We are now doing 20,000 rapid
antigen tests daily across the state and
in a few days, it will be increased to
50,000 per day. Besides TrueNat and
RT-PCR tests will also increase the

capacity of COVID-19 tests in the
state,” he said. Awasthi said that all
districts had been asked to set up sta-
tic testing booths where people could
voluntarily go for COVID-19 tests.

“Those who have symptoms can
go for rapid antigen tests and those
without symptoms can give their
samples for RT-PCR tests. Aligarh is
among the first to commence a sta-
tic testing booth,” he said.

Admitting a steep spike in coro-
navirus positive cases, the addition-
al chief secretary said that though
increase in testing had increased the
number of positive cases in the state
but it was good as people would get
cured with timely treatment and the
death rate would fall.

He said that door-to-door survey
would be done more strictly in con-
tainment zones and a mobile testing
van would be introduced so that test-
ing could be done at doorsteps.

Awasthi said the chief minister
expressed satisfaction over the posi-
tive results of cleanliness and sanita-
tion drives on Saturdays and Sundays.
He said the drive was launched to
contain COVID-19 and other com-
municable diseases.

The state government has already
ordered closure of all markets on
weekends to make this drive success-
ful. Awasthi further said that the chief
minister also directed district nodal
officers to submit their reports to the
chief secretary daily, who in turn
would apprise the chief minister of
COVID-19 preventive activities and
health services. “The chief minister
asked the government officials to
remain in constant touch with field
officers too,” he said.

“The chief minister said the rainy
season required more attention for
prevention of various diseases in

animals. He emphasised on regular
checking and availability of green fod-
der in all cow shelters and asked the
principal secretary (animal hus-
bandry) to monitor these tasks,”
Awasthi said.

120 JHANSI JAIL INMATES
TEST +VE FOR CORONA VIRUS

Even as Prison authorities did
their best to take preventive measures
after the first inmate was reported
coronavirus positive in Jhansi district
jail in the last week of April, a fresh
sample test of inmates carried out
recently showed 120 of them to be
positive.

Subsequently, prison officials
quarantined the other prisoners in
separate barracks and converted one
of the barracks as a Level-1 Covid
hospital to provide medical care to the
afflicted inmates. Officials also car-
ried out sanitisation of the entire
prison and were awaiting further
directions from officials in Lucknow
on other measures to be undertaken
to check coronavirus spread.

On Thursday morning, the test
reports of 120 inmates turned out to
be positive. These inmates were
immediately shifted to the makeshift
hospital on the prison campus.

A team of health officials also vis-
ited the jail hospital to facilitate
check-up and carry out complete
sanitisation. DIG (Jails) Ved Prakash
Tripathi also rushed to Jhansi from
Lucknow to supervise the preventive
steps undertaken and the treatment
of the afflicted inmates. District
Magistrate of Jhansi, Aandra Wamsi,
told media persons that a total of 350
inmates were tested for coronavirus,
out of which 127 were found to be
positive but in the second test, seven
of them turned out to be negative.

Aiming for investments, govt in reform mode
... plans 46 district-level reforms for EODB
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Bank of Baroda, Erst. Vijaya Bank,

Banjari Mod,

Lucknow Road, Bahraich

Sale Notice For Immovable Properties “APPENDIX-IV-A [see Proviso Rule 6(2)& 8(6)]

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Inmovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 6 (2) & 8 (6) of the Security Interest(Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s), Mortgagor (s)and Guarantor (s)that the below
described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, possession of which has been taken by the
Authorised Officer of Bank of Baroda, Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is where is”, “As is what is”, and "Whatever there is”
basis for recovery of dues in below mentioned account/s.The details of Borrower(s) /Mortgagor (s)/ Guarantor (s) /Secured
Asset/s/Dues/Reserve Price/e-Auction date & Time, EMD and Bid Increase Amount are mentioned below-

Date & Time of Auction: 14.08.2020, 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Status of Possession- Constructive

Narme & Ad . o 1;‘;?:‘%;’;:‘: Date & Time of
Sr/ ame dress of the Borrowe Prope
No. Guarantors & Date of Demand & Qesoription of the Peopady Mg?; fn[cErra}(s':s.) lnspezti:)tx &
Possession Notice/Amount of Debt Amount. Deposit of EMD
1. | Borrower: (1) Kamla Singh S/o Jhunai Singh (2) Amarej Bahadur | Equitable mortgage of property situated at Gata Rese
Singh Slo K[ar]nla Singh Rddress: 115, vmgagfa }and Post Godwa | no 216 min/Area 10.00 dis n the anme of Kamia Pm’;’" z:ﬂ:gﬁ:&"
Khas, Tahsil Mahsi, District Bahraich Singh S/o Jhunai Singh at Village Bhogajot, B
Guarantor: Arunendra Kumar Singh S/o Kamla Singh Address: | Mohalla Akbarpura (Nai Basti), Pargana Rs. Betwecn
115, Village and Post Godwa Khas Phakarpur, Tehsil Mahsi Districty Bahraich. 59,31,000/- 10:00 AM from
Tahsil Mahsi, District Bahraich Bounded as under: _ EMD 4:00 PM
Demand Date : 12.06.2018 East: House of HariRam Singh. Rs. 24.07.2020 to
Possession Date : 24.08.2018 West: Road Bahraich to Lucknow 5,93,100/- 13.08.2020
Outstanding Amount : Rs.9,82,605.23/- + interest thereon & other | North: Plot/House Santosh Kumar Jain Bid Increase F
charges w.e.f. 30.06.2020 (minus amount if any paid after the | South:House and Shop of Parmesh Chand Amount _m““
demand Notice and Possession Notice) Rs.10.000/- 10:00 AM from
it 4:00 PM
2. | Borrower: M/s Shukla General Supplayers Address: Mohalla | Equitable mortgage of property situated at Plot noj Reserve 24.07.2020 to
Nawagarhi, Near J. P. Memorial School, Ghasiyaripura, Bahraich | 42 in the name of Devendra Nath Shukla S/o Ra Price 13.08.2020
Through its proprietor Prakhar Kumar Shukla S/o Devendra Nath | Bahadur Shukla at Village Chawannisarkar, Rs. Between
Shukla Address: 672, Ghasiyaripura, Bahraich Nawagarhi, Pargana, Tehsil and Distric] 2702 000/- 10:00 AM from
Guarantor: Devendra MNath Shukla Slo Raj Bahadur Shukla | Bahraich. Total area 1960 sq.ft. 'EN"ID ' 4:00 PM
Address:672, Ghasiyaripura, Bahraich Bounded as under: -
Demand Date : 03.03.2018 East: 2 Ft. Gali Baadahu Plot Ram Sharan and Rs. 24.07.2020 to
Possession Date : 07.07.2018 Ram Bahadur Singh . 2,70,200/- 13.08.2020
Outstanding Amount : Rs.13,08,406.12/- + interest thereon & | West: 14 ftwide Interlocking Road Bid Increase Between
other charges w.e.f. 30.06.2020 (minus amount if any paid after | North: Plot of Amarnath Gupta Amount 10:00 AM from
the demand Notice and Possession Notice) South: Land of Nahesh and Vinod Singh Rs.10,000/- : 4:00 PM
3.| Borrower: Yadav Kirana Store Address: Village Kasijot, Post | All part and parcel of the property consisting of Reserve 24.07.2020 to
Payagpur,District Bahraich 271871 Through its proprietor Chhote | property situated at Gata No. 144 Mauja Price 13.08.2020
Slo Gprakhnath Address: 120, Village Kashijot, Tehsil and Distt. Kashijot, Pargana, Tehsil and District Bahraich in R Between
Bahraich. . . the name of Chote S/o Gorakhnath. Total Area 8. 10:00 AM fr
Guarantor: Harshit S/o Vishvanath Address:Village and Post | 00967 hectare (750 sq. Ft) 4,91,000/- : S
Kashijot,District Bahraich 271871 Bounded as under: EMD 4:00 PM
Demand Date : 11.06.2019 East: Sesh Plot Mukir Rs. 24.07.2020 to
Possession Date : 05.11.2019 ) West: Sesh Plot Mukir 49,100/- 13.08.2020
Outstanding Amount : Rs.2,68,580.44/- + interest thereon & other | North: Sesh Bhumi Mukir Bid Increase Between
charges w.e.f. 30.06.2020 (minus amount if any paid after the | South: Pakki Sadak Amount :
demand Notice and Possession Notice) Rs.10.000/- 10'? ;:'L;mm
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Aiming to attract investment and improve Ease of
Doing Business (EODB) in the state, the UP govern-
ment has targeted to implement 46 key district-level
reforms across all 75 districts.

As an important factor of reforms, 46 services of 10
more departments are to be integrated into the state’s sin-
gle window portal Nivesh Mitra by October 31.

These services will be equipped with online appli-
cation, fee submission and facility of downloading final
clearance.

Departments included in the list are Agriculture,
Medical Health & Family Welfare, Home, Primary
Education, Secondary Education, Co-operative Societies,
Groundwater, Geology & Mines, Transport and Food &
Civil Supplies.

After integration, services like grant of licences for
manufacturing, sale, storage of fertilisers, insecticide and
pesticide; registration for clinical establishments and no-
objection certificate (NOC) for water extraction, etc. will
be provided through Nivesh Mitra. At present, 146 ser-
vices of 20 departments are being provided through the
portal.

Industrial Development Minister Satish Mahana said
on Thursday, “The chief minister has been emphasising
to bring transparency and best practices to business-to-

government (B2G) interactive procedures through use
of technology. Our government has been successful in
improving EODB by introducing various IT driven mod-
ules and Nivesh Mitra is one such successful tools”

On the EODB index, UP has been consistently per-
forming well for the last four years and has got ‘Achiever
State’ status in 2017-18.

Companies like Pepsico India Holdings Pvt. Ltd,
Jubilant Life Science Ltd, Walmart India Pvt Ltd, SAM-
SUNG India Electronics Pvt. Ltd and OPPO Mobiles India
Pvt. Ltd have shared experience with Nivesh Mitra as
‘Good Process, while LG Electronics India Pvt. Ltd. has
termed Nivesh Mitra as ‘efficient and simple’

Between February, 2018 and July 20, 2020, Nivesh
Mitra received 2.05 lakh applications, of which 1.63 lakh
got clearances online at an approval rate of 79 per cent

Even during the pandemic between April 1, 2020 and
July 20, 2020, a total of 28,248 clearances were granted
through Nivesh Mitra with an approval rate of 82 per cent.

The upgraded single window portal Nivesh Mitra was
launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi during UP
Investors’ Summit in 2018 at Lucknow. The initial 69 ser-
vices of 20 departments have now been scaled up to 146
online services. Even during lockdown, 21 services relat-
ed to land reforms were integrated with Nivesh Mitra on
April 20, 2020.

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided in Bank of Baroda secured website i,e.
www.bankofbaroda.in/ e-auction.htm & https://ibapi.in. Also prospective bidders may contact the authorised officer
on Mobile No-: 9554968021.

Date: 24.07

Place: Bahraich

orised officer, Bank of Baroda

B dw 3itm asler Bank of Baroda

Sale Notice For Inmovable Properties “APPENDIX-IV-A [see Proviso Rule 6(2)& 8(6)]

E-Auction Sale Notice for Sale of Immovable Assets under the Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 read with proviso to Rule 6 (2) & 8 (6) of the Security Interest(Enforcement) Rules, 2002.

Notice is hereby given to the public in general and in particular to the Borrower(s), Mortgagor (s)and Guarantor (s)that the below
described immovable property mortgaged/charged to the Secured Creditor, possession of which has been taken by the

Authorised Officer of Bank of Baroda, Secured Creditor, will be sold on “As is where is",

Bank of Baroda, Erst. Vijaya
Bank, in front of Nagar
Kotwali, Kutchehary Road, Gonda

"o

As is what is", and “Whatever there is”

basis for recovery of dues in below mentioned account/s.The details of Borrower(s) /Mortgagor (s)/ Guarantor (s) /Secured
Asset/s/Dues/Reserve Price/e-Auction date & Time, EMD and Bid Increase Amount are mentioned below-

Date & Time of Auction: 14.08.2020, 11:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Status of Possession- Constructive

""" P
U LASSFIEDY?

e I &

NOTICE

| Uma Devi W/o Mahesh
Mandal H.N. 60 Vijaynagar
Manas Nagar Lucknow hereby
solemnly affirm that Uma Devi
and Uma Kumari Mandal is the
name of one person. and in
future | should be known as
Uma Devi.

( NOTICE |

Be miommed Ithal Durga Subba and
Durga Chhetn have besn recordad in
{he educational and other records of my
wife Durga Chhetri Subba daughler
Krishna Bahadur Chhetri While these
ihree names are of the same person
My wite's name is Durga Subba
regisiensd on my senice book. Which
should be read Durga Chhetn Subba

Wabin Subba, Address DS Path
Byanban, Thana Pulbazar, District
Danesling

NOTICE

I changed my surname from
Ghazala Igbal to Ghazala Hamim
after marriage. Now, | have changed
my name again to Ghazala Igbal.
Therefore, | shall be known by my
previous name Ghazala Igbal. My
address is given bellow.

Ghazala Igbal
Address: C-323, Kareli Scheme,
GTB Nagar, Prayagraj,
U.P.-211016

Shankaracharya stirs a storm
over bhoomi puja date

Lucknow (PNS): Shankaracharya
Swaroopanand Saraswati stirred a con-
troversy by claiming in Varanasi that the
August 5 date for bhoomi pujan for con-
struction of Ram temple at Ayodhya was
‘inauspicious.

While the bhoomi puja ceremony
will start from August 3, the foundation
stone for the temple will be laid by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on August 5.
Incidentally, the date is the first anniver-
sary of abrogation of Article 370 that
gave special status to Jammu and
Kashmir and its bifurcation of the state
into two Union territories.

The Shankaracharya said that the
date fell in Dakshinayan Bhadrapada
month and was the second day of
Krishna Paksha.

“In Hindu scriptures, construction
of home or temple is prohibited during
Bhadrapad,” he said, referring to Vishnu
Dharma Shastra and Naivagna Ballabh
Granth to buttress his claim.

“We are Ram devotees. We will be
happy if anyone builds the Ram temple,
but the construction should be carried
out as per Hindu calendar. The work
should start on an auspicious time and
date,” he said.

The Shankaracharya also said that
since the temple was being constructed
with public money and donations, pub-
lic opinion should be sought as well.

However, Kashi Vidhyat Parishad
termed the Shankaracharya’s claim as
baseless and said that Lord Ram was a
universal hero and hence no questions
should be raised on the construction of
His temple.

Chief priest of Ram Janmabhoomi
temple, Acharya Satyendra Das chal-
lenged the claim of the Shankaracharya
that Bhadrapada was not auspicious for
bhoomi pujan.

“The month of Chaitra is auspicious
as it is the birth month of Lord Ram.
Bhadrapad is also auspicious as it is the
birth month of Lord Krishna. Hence any
religious work can be started in both
months,” Das claimed.

Similar views were presented by
Mahant Parhamans Das of Tapasvi
Chhavni of Ayodhya. “I challenge the
Shankaracharya to engage in a religious
debate on the matter with me. It seems
that the Shankaracharya is trying to
obstruct the construction of the Ram
temple,” the Mahant said.

Mahant Nritya Gopal Das’ succes-
sor and president of Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra trust,
Mahant Kamal Nayan Das,, said that the
Ram temple bhoomi pujan would last for
three days.

“The programme will begin on
August 3 with Ganesh puja, followed by
Ramcharan puja on August 4.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is
scheduled to lay the foundation stone of
Ram temple at 12:15 pm on August 5.
The puja will be performed by Vedic
scholars and pundits from Kashi,
Prayagraj and Ayodhya.

Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth
Kshetra trust, formed after the Supreme
Court’s decision on the Ayodhya dispute
on November 9, 2019, had expedited the
preparations for temple construction on
the premises of Ram Janmabhoomi.

srl Name & Address of the Borrowers/ e 1?;%?53;2;: Dat:rg';:::; of
= Guarantors & Date of Demand & Description of the Property Money (EM)(Rs.) ;
% Possession Notice/Amount of Debt Bid Increase Inspection &
Amount. Deposit of EMD
4. | Borrower:Jagannath Saini S/o Badri Prasad Address: | All part an? IP?FCBI ?{fﬂgh? PTP;-‘”){ Reserve 24.07.2020 to
Vill Bajpayee Purwa, khargupur, Gonda 271001 consisting of plot no. situated a i 13.08.2020
Guarantor: Geeta Saini W/o Jagannath Saini Address: | Mauja Gird Gonda Nagariya Pargana P;:e Between
Vill Bajpayee Purwa, khargupur, Gonda 271001 Tahsil and District Gonda in the name of | g 45 nog/- 10:00 AM from
Demand Date : 03.06.2017 Geeta Saini W/o Jagannath Saini. Total (EM) 4:00 PM
i . Area 116.20 sq. mt.
Possession Date : 16.08.2017 ' Bounties oe Snder‘ Rs. 24.07.2020 to
Outstanding Amount : Rs.13,76,041.08/- + interest ; * 94,600/ 13.08.2020
thereon & other charges w.ef. 13.07.2020 (minus | East:House OffMaya Shukla, Bid Increase Babaoon
amount if any paid after the demand Notice and | Yest:House of SudhirKant Amount 10:00 AM from
P ion Noti North: 10 ft, Kachcha Rasta Rs.10,000/- L
ossession Notice) South: House of Ram Kumar o 4:00 PM
Borrower: (1) Mangal Prasad S/o Lal Chandra Address: | All part and parcel of the property 24.07.2020 to
2. gw C-;(ird %?nd\?, hBudhahi ::Lwa, Gznsla 22?;‘&)053 (2) | consisting of plot no. 269 situated at| Reserve Price 13.08.2020
ivakant S/o Vishvanat ress: H.No. , Gram | Mauja Gird Gonda Gramin, Pargana, Rs. Between
Murawan Purwa Po. Pandari Kripal, Gonda 271002 Tahsil and District Gonda in the name of 18,19,000/- 10:00 AM from
Bhandaha, POPandar Krapazl, Conda 271002 | Ares 1340sart e o W ks
' A a sq. ft. i
Demand Date : 03.06.2017 Bounded as under: 1,81,900/- 24.07.2020 to
Possessit_:n Date : 16.08.2017. ) East: Land of seller mitthulal Bid Increase 13.08.2020
Outstanding Amount : Rs.12,93,462.29/- + interest | West: Land of seller mitthulal Amount Between
thereon & other charges w.e.f. 13.07.2020 (minus amount if | North: 12 feet Rasta Rs.10,000/- 10:00 AM from
any paid after the demand Notice and Possession Notice) South: Kachcha Rasta 4:00 PM
Borrower: Raj Kumar Verma S/o Late Ram Lagan | All part and parcel of the property Reserve 24.07.2020 to
3. | Address: H. NO. 179, Mohalla Ranijot, Bargaon, Tehsil & | consisting house no. 179 on plot no. 954 Price 13.08.2020
District Gonda 271001 situated at Mohalla Ranijot, Bargaon, Rs. Between
Guaran_tor: Mangal Prasad S/o Lal Chandra Address:53, | Tahsil and District Gonda in the name of 16,48,000/- 10:00 AM from
Babhani, New Indra Nagar Colony, Gonda Raj Kumar Verma S/o Late Ram Lagan. (EM) 4:00 PM
Demand Date : 03.10.2017 Total Area 3355 sq. ft. Rs.
Possession Date : 29.12.2017 Bounded as under: 1,64,800/- 24.07.2020 to
Outstanding Amount : Rs.11,12,709.70/- + interest | East: House of Vinod Singh Bid Increase 13.08.2020
thereon & other charges w.e.f. 13.07.2020 (minus amount | West: Chak Marg Amount Between
if any paid after the demand Notice and Possession Notice) | North: Kachha Rasta Rs.10,000/- 10:00 AM from
South: Parti Land Other Gata 4:00 PM
Borrower: M/s Variety Shoe Maker Through its proprietor | All part and parcel of property consisting 24.07.2020 t
4, | Sabir Ali S/o Late Akbar Ali Address: Maharaniganj, [of house situated at Mohalla R:iir:e 13‘0'820200
gtahon Toat{:lq. )G&ncrl:jZE 0(12 R e Maharaniganj, Station Road, Pargana, Rs Between
uarantor. ond. viustag Ahmad /o o aseen | Tahsil and District Gonda. Total Area 150 ; .
Address: H.No. 1056, Housing Colony, Near R.N. Pandey | 54 #. S15.000/ w'T,;,Mp:,mm
Hospital, Gonda 271001 (2) Mohd. Rizwan S/o Ali Sher | ounded as under: (EM) -
Address: H.No. 487, Janki Nagar, Gonda 271001 East Shais of Sailan @ Mohd Ali & Rs. 24.07.2020 to
Demand Date : 13.04.2016 > /. 51,100/
; ; others, West: Road Gonda to Balrampur . 13.08.2020
Possession Date : 20.08.2016 North: Joint Way & Stair of Sabir Ali | 519 Increase Between
Outstanding Amount : Rs.6,84,779.63/- + interest M ﬁdAI'& th Y Amount 10:00 AM from
thereon & other charges w.e.f. 13.07.2020 (minus amount (S@ Oh- o 180 feBrsbl Rs.10,000/- "4:00 PM
if any paid after the demand Notice and Possession Notice) | South: House of Babloo '

For detailed terms and conditions of the sale, please refer to the link provided in Bank of Baroda secured website i,e. www.bankofbaroda.in/ e-
auction.htm & https://ibapi.in. Also prospective bidders may contact the authorised officer on Mobile No. 9554968032

Date: 24.07.2020 :

Place: Gonda

Authorised officer, Bank of Baroda

Although every possible care and caution has been taken to avoid errors or omissions, this publication is being sold on the condition and understanding that information given in this publication is merely for reference and must not be taken as having authority of or binding in any way on the writers, editors, publishers, and printers and sellers who do not owe any responsibility for any
damage or loss to any person, a purchaser of this publication or not for the result of any action taken on the basis of this work. All disputes are subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of competent court and forums in Lucknow only. Readers are advised and requested to verify and seek appropriate advice to satisfy themselves about the veracity of any kind of advertisement before respond-
ing to any contents published in this newspaper. The printer, publisher, editor and any employee of the Pioneer Group’s will not be held responsible for any kind of claim made by the advertisers of the products & services and shall not be made responsible for any kind of loss, consequences and further product-related damages on such advertisements.
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Editor: Vijay Prakash Singh. RNI No. 2016/57. Lucknow Telephones: EPABX: 4036600 Fax: 2345582. Allahabad Office: (0532) 2420818, 2421018, 3290460. Kanpur Office: (0512) 2304006, 2304416. Varanasi Office: (0542) 2414294, 2414295. Delhi Office: No. 6, Behind Gulab Bhawan,
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Static teams formed at

GHCs for

PNS B LUCKNOW

tatic teams have been formed

at community health centres
(CHCs) and Bal Mahila
Chikatsalaya in Lucknow to
carry out Covid testing. Chief
Medical Officer Dr Narendra
Agarwal said they have made
23-26 teams for this purpose
and people visiting CHCs and
BMCs could get themselves
tested for Covid-19. With the
number of active cases in
Lucknow having crossed the
3,000 mark, he said that under
the new discharge policy (in
which patients will be dis-
charged on the tenth day from
testing and seventh day from
admission) the discharge rate
will go up.

“Besides, nearly 200 asymp-
tomatic patients have opted for
home isolation, which has been
allowed by the state govern-
ment,” he pointed out.

Spokesperson of RML
Hospital Dr Srikesh Singh said
the number of asymptomatic
patients has reduced because of
the new discharge policy. He
said that being Level 3 Covid-
19 hospital, they have many
patients in the ICU with mild to
moderate symptoms.

“Those with mild to mod-
erate symptoms should be dis-
charged on the 12th day from
admission, as per the new pol-
icy; he pointed out.

About patients from other
districts, he said there are 30 per
cent patients in the ICU wards.
The decision to transfer these
patients to the hospitals of
Lucknow was taken by the
respective CMOs in view of
their conditions, he said.

The spokesperson said that
in case of patients dying of
comorbidities, the manifestation
of symptoms has been severe in
some. “Others who have died
were already in a critical condi-
tion and they would have died
even if they tested negative for
coronavirus,” he claimed.

A senior official from the

DM Abhishek Prakash during an inspection at a PHC on Naval Kishore road on Thursday

ovid testin

Pioneer

CMO office said that fresh
cases have been coming from all
parts of the district. “The doc-
tors and health workers have
also tested positive in large
numbers. Seven of those who
tested positive are from the
paediatric section of Civil
Hospital,” he said.

He pointed out that the
weekend lockdown has not
made a difference and cases
have been increasing. “Weekend
lockdown only results in over-
crowding on Fridays and
Mondays, which may cause
more infection. If there has to
be a lockdown, it should be for
at least 15 days to effect some
change and break the chain of
transmission;” he opined.

Additional CMO MK Singh
pointed out that in the rapid
antigen testing being carried out
in the city, out of the 1,259 sam-
ples, 32 tested positive on July
22. As many as 1,065 samples
were tested on July 21 and 21
came out positive. “We will
increase the samples to 3,000
from July 23 onwards and the
600 teams made for this pur-
pose will go to containment and

non-containment zones, he
said. Media spokesperson of
KGMU Dr Sudhir Singh said
that one person tested positive
in the Microbiology Lab of the
medical university. “The patient
has been shifted to the isolation
ward and no one else has been
found positive for coronavirus,”
he said. He categorically said
that a viral video in which a
huge crowd was seen moving
towards KGMU was not real.
Meanwhile, District
Magistrate Abhishek Prakash
took stock of the situation in
the containment zones. He
took action against the grocery
shops not adhering to guide-
lines. He also slapped a fine of
Rs 10,000 on Yash Medical
Store (Arawali Marg) for not
following the guidelines.
Meanwhile, the Regional
Passport Office organised a
programme on prevention
from coronavirus. Speaking
on the occasion, Dr Sumit
Kumar Dubey said one should
use 3-layer or 5-layer masks
without any valves or filters.
“While taking out the mask, do
not touch its surface with your

hands and don’t use loose
masks,” he said. He said it was
also important to eat nutritious
food and use tulsi. “Regular
exercise and pranayam also
helps. One should sanitise
hands while bringing items
from outside and one should
soak clothes for five minutes
and then wash them after com-
ing from outside,” he said. The
session was also attended by
regional passport officer Piyush
Verma.

APPOINTED

Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has appointed
director of Lok Bandhu and
Civil hospitals Dr DS Negi as
the Director-General of
Medical and Health Services,
Uttar Pradesh. Dr Negi com-
pleted MBBS and MD from
KGMU in 1976 and served in
the army for five years under
the Short Service Commission.
He joined Provincial Medical
Services and has served in
Civil Hospital, Barabanki dis-
trict hospital and Ram
Manohar Lohia Hospital. He
specialises in anesthesia.

Hounded by
money lender,
aides, man
ends life

PNS B LUCKNOW

Hounded by a man and his
aides over a monetary
issue, a Hussainganj resident
attempted suicide by consum-
ing some poisonous substance
at his house on Wednesday
night. Police opted for a cover-
up exercise until the news was
highlighted on social media and
brought to the notice of senior
government officials. On
Thursday, the police registered
a case against the accused and
around half-a-dozen of his
aides. As per reports,
Mohammed Anis Ansari of
Udayganj locality had a a
money-related dispute with
Mohammed Shahnawaz aka
Munna Japani of the same
locality.

On Monday night, Munna
and his men reached the house
of Anis and threatened him
with dire consequences before
leaving the scene. Soon after
that, Anis consumed some poi-
sonous substance. His wife
Asma Khatoon rushed him to
a hospital where doctors saved
his life. Asma later lodged a case
against Munna and his aides,
alleging that Anis took the
extreme step due to the harass-
ment meted out to him. She
said Anis had returned more
than double of the money that
he had borrowed from Munna,
but the latter was forcing him
to shell out more. She alleged
that Munna used to lend
money to the needy on high
interest. “Munna and his men
used to visit our house at odd
hours. Their body language
was always violent and they
would threaten to kidnap me
and children. Anis used to
remain worried and gloomy of
late” she said. The Hussainganj
SHO said a case was lodged
against Munna for the first
time. “We did not know if
Munna was into money-lend-
ing business. Further investiga-
tion is underway;” the SHO said.
ADCP (Central) CN Sinha also
made similar remarks. He said
the police had registered a case
and investigation was on.

The main office of SBI closed after 11 employees tested positive for coronavirus
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Fed up of harassment, Shiv
temple caretaker hangs self

PNS B LUCKNOW

A65—year—old caretaker of a
Shiv temple in Kakori
ended his life following alleged
harassment by the husband of
gram pradhan his sons and
some government officials,
including policemen, on the
intervening  night  of
Wednesday and Thursday.

Bhagwandin of Bada Gaon
locality in the area was found
hanging at his house. His wife
and son had gone out for
some work. When they
returned, they found
Bhagwandin hanging from the
ceiling with a rope tied around
his neck. They called neigh-
bours for help and later
informed police. A police team
reached the scene and sent the
body for autopsy.

The bereaved family
alleged that some persons,
including the husband of gram
pradhan and his son, were

pressuring Bhagwandin to get
a toilet constructed on a land
belonging to the temple of
which he was the caretaker.
Deceaseds daughter Sita
alleged that he used to perform
puja at the temple, a huge por-
tion of which is lying unused.
“Some influential persons,
including the BDO, ADO,
lekhpal, policemen and gram
pradhan’s husband Deshraj
Yadav and his two sons —
Narendra and Sudhanshu —
were harassing Bhagwandin
over the issue. Deshraj was get-
ting a toilet constructed close
to the temple and Bhagwandin
was opposed to that. He had
even offered his parental land
to the gram pradhan’s husband
to get the toilet constructed, but
to no avail,” she alleged.
Alleging that her father
ended his life due to being bul-
lied by the above-named per-
sons, she asked senior govern-
ment officials to initiate action

against those responsible for
her father’s death. The police
recovered a suicide note in
which Bhagwandin had held
the husband of gram pradhan
and government officials
responsible for his death. He
also requested the MP to help
his family in getting justice after
his death. The police said fur-
ther probe was underway.

ATTACKED

A man accused his wife
and their son of thrashing him
without any provocation in
Chinhat on Thursday. Reports
said the man, identified as
Gyan Babu of Dhawa village,
was in the house when his wife
Dayawati lost her cool and
started abusing him. Later,
their son Vinay attacked Gyan
Babu with sticks, inflicting
injuries on his head. The police
registered a case in this connec-
tion and started further
investigation.

Govt to hire consultants,
partner with 1IM-L

PNS B LUCKNOW

Bracing to fight the econom-
ic slowdown caused by coro-
navirus-induced lockdown, the
Uttar Pradesh government has
decided to hire consultants and
partner with Indian Institute of
Management (IIM), Lucknow
for bolstering self-employment
opportunities for the educated
youth.

The premier institute will be
roped in as a ‘knowledge part-
ner’ of the state government for
analytical studies and for offer-
ing knowledge-based inputs on
bankable projects, feasibility
studies and for creating proto-
type models of self-employ-
ment projects.

These job-oriented studies
and projects will be undertak-
en under the government’s flag-
ship Chief Minister Yuva
Entrepreneurship Development
Programme (CM Yuva).

Presiding over a meeting in
Lucknow, Chief Secretary

Rajendra Kumar Tiwari direct-
ed officials to bring IIM-
Lucknow on board as a knowl-
edge partner on ‘CM Yuva.
Last year, the IIM-Lucknow
had conducted special training
sessions for senior UP ministers
and top bureaucrats in method-
ologies of government project
implementation, financial man-
agement, disposal of files and
budgetary skills. The function
was also attended by Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath on the
IIM-L campus.

The chief secretary direct-
ed officials to take urgent steps
to integrate the state’s youth with
CM Yuva programme by pro-
viding them all possible finan-
cial and institutional support
and take their feedback.

The state will adopt the
principles of ‘business process
re-engineering’ for implement-
ing ongoing projects and sub-
jecting them to predetermined
parameters. The government
will also fortify single window

system for speeding up the set-
ting up of new enterprises.

To provide a single window
system for applying, disposal
and real-time monitoring of
schemes under CM Yuva, a web
portal developed by the NIC,
was earlier launched by Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises
(MSME) department. Under
the scheme, a maximum loan
for industrial and services sec-
tors is Rs 25 lakh and Rs 10 lakh
respectively.

Following the influx of
more than 35 lakh migrant
labourers and workers from
other states during lockdown,
the Yogi Adityanath govern-
ment has been propelling
employment and self-employ-
ment schemes in industrial and
services sectors. Further, the
state conducted skill mapping of
these migrants and so far more
than 35 lakh workers have been
mapped. The process is expect-
ed to help them get jobs with-
in and outside the state.

Liquor shops
to open on
weekends

Lucknow (PNS): The Excise
department on Thursday
exempted liquor shops located
outside the containment zones
from the weekend lockdown
rule. The liquor shops outside
containment zones will now
remain open on Saturdays and
Sundays.

Additional Chief Secretary
Sanjay Bhoosreddy said the
liquor shops were exempted
from the order of closure from
10 am on Friday to 5 am on
Monday every week. It was fur-
ther said that all the shops (desi
liquor, IMFL, beer and bhang)
located outside the contain-
ment zones would open at 10
am and close at 9 pm. However,
there will be a ban on con-
sumption of liquor at
public places.

General secretary, Liquor
Sellers Welfare Association
(LSWA), KL Maurya welcomed
the decision and thanked the
government for paying heed to
their demands.

(Goats available online this E|d ul-Azha

PNS B LUCKNOW

ith little chances of goat
markets due to the coro-
navirus pandemic, people have
the option to purchase goats for
Eid-ul-Azha. Many entrepre-
neurs who have come up with
this option, making it an easy
and practical approach.
Syed Ali, an accountant
who has done MBA in Finance,

left his lucrative job in Dubai
and returned to UP to start this
venture. Ali is catering to
Lucknow and Faizabad
through this start-up.

“I have received over 30
orders, majorly from Lucknow
where I will supply goats on the
occasion of Eid-ul-Azha or
Bakrid. Looking into the cur-
rent conditions where money
is an issue, we have kept the

in- ienced/ Sole P
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maximum limit of goats to Rs
16,000;” he said. About how the
idea of selling goats online
struck him, he said he has a
small goat farm and he saw that
farmers living near his house
had their goats tethered and
were looking for customers.

“I approached these farm-
ers and told them the idea of
online sale of goats. Things
were worked out along with the
changes and we were finally
able to come up with this start-
up. Also, we kept the farmers
loosely engaged not putting too
much force on them and allow-
ing them to sell their goats if
they find a better buyer. This
way, they are more comfortable
and feel free,” he said.

He pointed out that the
goats are being sold weight-
wise as has been the case tra-
ditionally. “We consider an

order confirmed only when 20
per cent of the amount of pur-
chase comes into our account.
We tell the farmer that his goat
has been sold and give him that
amount. A photo of a sample
goat is sent earlier and that of
the actual goat one week later;”
he said.

Ali said they have taken the
orders and but not made the
deliveries as yet because people
face problems in keeping the
goats in their houses. “We will
use transport facilities to send
the goats to buyers and the cus-
tomers have to pay transporta-
tion charges,” he said.

On problems that are like-
ly to crop up regarding weight
or colour of the goats, he said
the same could be resolved on
the spot. “The goats will be
exchanged or the money
refunded,” he added.

On the murmurs of a lock-
down in the run-up to Bakrid,
he said in that case, the
advanced sum would be
refunded to the buyers.

Ali said they were also
taking orders from people who
give money for the sacrifice and
the meat would be distributed
among the poor in villages.
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Govt brings transparency
in cane supply system

PNS B LUCKNOW

The Uttar Pradesh Sugarcane
department, in a bid to
introduce total transparency in
sugarcane cultivation and sup-
ply to sugar mills, has decided
to upload the entire data of
cane survey and other details
on the official website from the
next crushing season beginning
from November next.

Cane Commissioner
Sanjay R Bhoosreddy said here
on Thursday that to bring
complete transparency in the
data related to sugarcane sup-
ply for sugarcane farmers for
the crushing season 2020-21,
the data of sugarcane survey
and cane reservation would be
uploaded on the website
‘www.caneup.in’ and E-Ganna
app. “Farmers can get all rele-
vant information on their
android smartphone or on
computer. If a farmer finds any
error in his data, he can get it
corrected by contacting the
sugarcane supervisor con-
cerned or register his complaint

on the ‘Grievance redressal’ col-
umn of the website. This will
help in preventing the spread
of COVID-19, along with
bringing full transparency in
the cane supply system,”
Bhoosreddy said in a statement.

The cane commissioner
said that the sugarcane survey
work for crushing season 2020-
21 was almost complete. He
said 100 per cent of sugarcane
survey had been done through
GPS technology to avoid any
kind of error.

For those sugarcane farm-
ers who do not have android
mobile phone or are unable to
access the website on comput-
er, village level survey demon-
stration will also be organised
jointly by departmental cane
supervisor and mill supervisor.
If the sugarcane farmers detect
any error in the data than they
can get it corrected.

In view of COVID-19 pan-
demic, this year, a society-
level survey and cane reserva-
tion demonstration fair will be

organised circle-wise till

September 30. For each circle,
one village per stall per day will
be fixed for demonstration, so
that the rules of social distanc-
ing can be followed.

It has also been directed
that in view of the present sit-
uation arising due to COVID-
19, it will be mandatory for all
employees and sugarcane farm-
ers to use face masks, sanitise
their hands and follow the
rules of social distancing at the
village and society level survey.

The sugarcane commis-
sioner said that this year, sug-
arcane slips would be sent to
farmers through SMS only.

The sugarcane farmers can
update their mobile phone
number through the E-Ganna
app. They are requited to keep
the inbox of the mobile empty
and DND service deactivated
so that there is no obstacle in
getting the sugarcane slip.

UP is the largest producer
of sugar and ethanol in the
country and has the biggest
area under cultivation for of
sugarcane.

Bachelor sacrifices man to appease deity

Lucknow (PNS): In a bizarre
incident of human sacrifice in
Gonda, a youth severed the head
of an elderly man to appease a
deity and get rid of the curse of his
siblings remaining unmarried.
After being nabbed by the police,
the assailant claimed that the
human sacrifice was made so that
entire village remained healthy.
As per reports, Uday Shukla
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of Chakraut Bazaar area of
Colonelganj (Gonda) was upset
at not getting married despite
making efforts. Uday lives with
his mother and six brothers, all
of whom are bachelors. Of the
siblings, four are said to be of
unsound mental health. An
acquaintance suggested to Uday
that his family was struck by a
curse and hence no one was
able to get married. He advised
that Uday sacrifice a human life
to appease the deity to get free
from that curse.

Convinced with the advice,
Uday went to a neighbouring
house early Thursday morning
and zeroed in on Baburam
(60) sleeping outside his house.
He chopped off to old mans
neck with a knife and rushed
with his head to offer it to the
deity in the village temple. In the
meantime, the victims rela-
tives raised an alarm after
which the villagers converged

on the temple and nabbed
Uday. They later called the
police and handed him over in
their custody.

A case was registered and
the accused was sent to jail.

Meanwhile in Pratapgarh,
a Dalit woman was gang-raped
by two persons on the pretext
of showing her a house for rent.
A Dalit woman (32) was living
with her children in a rented
house at Fatanpur area and her
husband was away in Mumbai
where he worked. Aiming to
shift to another house, the
woman, Sangamlal alias Lala,
and Dinesh and the two assured
to help her in this pursuit.
Later in the name of showing
her the new house, they took
her to a secluded place and took
turns with her. Before leaving
the scene the duo threatened
her with dire consequences if
she complained to the police in
this regard.
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MOCK DRILL

The Forest department
on Thursday carried out a
mock drill of the drive aimed
at entering the Guinness
Book of World Records. In
the plantation exercise to be
carried out on July 28, max-
imum number of species
will be planted on multiple
locations simultaneously.
The forest staff planted 12
saplings of 30 species which
means a total of 360 saplings
in an hour’s time as a mock
drill. Officials said that the
results were satisfactory and
the mock drill was conduct-
ed to make sure that if there
was anything lacking, it could
be corrected and changes be
made for the exercise.

SCHOLARSHIP

Aayansh Singh, a student
of City Montessori School,
Gomti Nagar Campus I, has
been offered
admission
with a schol-
arship of US$
60,000 by the
University of
Cincinnati,
USA, for pur- .
suing higher studies. He has
been awarded the scholar-
ship for the entire study
period of four years. CMS
president Geeta Gandhi
Kingdon congratulated
Aayansh on his achievement
and wished a bright future.

French is the
language of

future: Envoy

Lucknow (PNS): The
Ambassador of France to India,
Emmanuel Lenain, addressed
a webinar on Wednesday shar-
ing insights on the beauty of
the French language and the
employability potential of
French speaking candidates in
a post-corona crisis world.
“French is the language of the
future. By 2050, French is
expected to be one of the most
spoken languages in the world,
counting over 750 million
speakers,” he said.

The Ambassador said the
14 Alliances Francaises in India
along with the French institute
in Jaipur, have taken their
classrooms online during the
lockdown to enable their stu-
dents to learn French from the
comfort of their homes and
turn a crisis into a promising
opportunity. In the Alliance
Francaise and French institute
networks, students learn
through communicative lan-
guage teaching (CLT)
approach, that is, French to
French. Thus, students are not
required to know any other
language to learn French.

Govt hiding failures,

PNS B LUCKNOW

After pillorying the Uttar
Pradesh government over

deterioration in law and order
in the past few weeks, Congress
general secretary Priyanka
Gandhi cornered the Bharatiya
Janata Party regime over poor
health care in the state.

She charged that the chief
minister was more interested in
hiding his failures rather than
improving the condition of
hospitals.

On Thursday, uploading a

video of a waterlogged hospi-
tal on her twitter handle,
Priyanka posted, “Health facil-
ities should have been
improved at a time when coro-
navirus is spreading fast. But
this is the condition of
Mahoba’s women’s hospital.
You must have seen the chaot-
ic conditions in hospitals of
Bareilly, Gorakhpur and
Lucknow. The CM, who is
boasting of good health facili-
ties, is interested in hiding
these conditions, not improv-

»

ing them. Till Thursday

city/nation

says PGV

evening, there was no response
from the BJP on Priyanka’s
tweet. Due to heavy rainfall on
Tuesday, district hospital of
Mahoba was converted into an
island as it was flooded.

Posted at the district hos-
pital in Mahoba, Dr Rohit
Sonkar said in a statement that
due to waterlogging in the
hospital, numerous problems
were faced. However, the water
was immediately pumped out
after the rain stopped and the
hospital campus was
sanitised.

‘UPSRTC earning profit for last 16 yrs’

Lucknow (PNS): The 229th
meeting of the board of direc-
tors of UPSRTC (Uttar Pradesh
State Road Transport
Corporation) was organised
on Thursday under the chair-
manship of Rajesh Kumar
Singh. Managing director Raj
Shekhar presented the agenda
items to the members of the
board. Addressing the mem-
bers, the managing director
said that in the financial year
2019-2020, UPSRTC has
earned a profit, which is the
highest of all times. He also said

that UPSRTC has been earning
profits for the last 16 years.
“In the interest of all the
passengers travelling in
UPSRTC buses, the board
approved the proposal that
after every 200 kms, quick
cleaning, dry mopping of all the
buses would be done and the
buses would be cleaned from
outside and inside in five to ten
minutes. The board of directors
approved the proposal of the
inception of new integrated
ticketing system which would
use Android ticketing

machines, which would be
enabled for all modes of pay-
ment. The system will also
include a mobile app, which
will provide the passengers
with the location of buses.The
board of directors also
approved the proposal of pay-
ment of relief amount for dri-
vers and conductors who die
while on duty from the passen-
ger relief fund,” he said.

Also, the board of directors
issued directions for strict mon-
itor the enforcement activities
of UPSRTC.

Hardened criminal
nabbed by police

Lucknow (PNS): A joint team
of Alambagh police and crime
branch claimed to have nabbed
a hardened criminal after an
encounter on Thursday
evening. According to a police
spokesman, the accused, iden-
tified as Vishal Sharma, is a
native of Ambala in Haryana
and was presently staying on
IIM road in Madiaon. He said
Vishal had seven cases of crime
registered against him.

The police were tipped off
about his presence near Langda
Phatak locality in Alambagh
and a team started laid a trap.
The cops cornered him near
Langda Phatak and asked him
to surrender, but he opened fire.
The cops returned fire and
overpowered him. A country-
made pistol was recovered from
his possession. Commissioner
of Police Sujeet Pandey
announced a cash award of Rs
25,000 for the team. In anoth-
er success, the Sarojininagar
police and a team of cyber cell
nabbed three cyber thugs for
duping innocents. Those arrest-
ed were identified as
Mohammed Saddam of
Pratapgarh, Deshraj Yadav of
Rae Bareli and Vjay Dwivedi of
Allahabad.

Pilot scores against Gehlot in SC

From Page 1

Gehlot a day earlier wrote
to Modi alleging attempts to
dislodge his Government by
the BJP and named Union
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat along with “over-
ambitious” members of his
own party.

Gehlot on Thursday said
the audio tapes that proved the
alleged BJP conspiracy to top-
ple his Government will be test-
ed in the US for authenticity.

The leaked tapes that were

widely circulated on social
media allegedly had Union
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat conspiring against
the Rajasthan Government
with two rebel MLAs. The
rebel leaders and the BJP have
alleged that tapes are not gen-
uine and have been made to
malign them.

“They don’t trust the
Special Operations Group. We
don't trust their CBI. Best to
send it to US for tests in foren-
sic labs,” Gehlot told reporters

in Jaipur.

Congress has already sus-
pended Bhanwar Lal Sharma
and another MLA, Vishwendra
Singh, who were allegedly
among those discussing cash
transactions with Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat.

Claiming that the tapes
were fake and he was ready to
face investigation, the Union
Minister said, “The audio does-
n't have my voice. If I am
called for questioning, I will
definitely go”.

307 more test positive

From Page 1

Extension, Sushant Golf
City, Gudamba, Thakurganj,
Jankipuram and Ayodhya road,
two each in Balaganj and
Talkatora, and one in Kakori.

There are 3,196 active cases
undergoing treatment in the
city.

Among the fatalities, a 60-
year-old COVID-19 patient
from Gosaiganj died at KGMU
hospital of acute respiratory
failure on Thursday.

An 85-year-old coron-
avirus positive man from
Rajajipuram also died at
KGMU hospital of respiratory
failure. The old man suffering
from cardiac disease and high
blood pressure was admitted to
he hospital on July 13 and died
on Thursday.

A 52-year-old COVID-19
patient with high blood pres-
sure also died at the medical
college hospital of acute respi-
ratory failure. He was brought

to KGMU from Gonda on July
15.

SGPGI nodal officer Praful
Tripathi also confirmed one
COVID-19 death at the med-
ical institute.

Meanwhile, 2,529 more
people tested positive for coro-
navirus across the state in the
past 24 hours, taking UP’s tally
to 58,227. B

esides Lucknow, Jhansi
(185), Kanpur (182) and
Ghaziabad (115) reported large
number of positive cases on
Thursday.

However, with 2,303
COVID-19 patients being dis-
charged from hospitals after
recovery, 35,803 infected per-
sons have been completely
cured in the state. at present
21,126 active cases are under
treatment across the state.

With 36 COVID-19
patients dying in the past 24
hours, the state’s death toll
climbed to 1,298.

Govt goes by SC,
0K’s permanent
Commission for
women in Army

From Page 1

The order specifies grant of
Permanent Commission to SSC
women officers in all 10
streams of the Indian Army in
which they presently serve -
Army Air Defence (AAD),
Signals, Engineers, Army
Aviation, Electronics and
Mechanical Engineers (EME),
Army Service Corps (ASC),
Army Ordnance Corps (AOC),
and Intelligence Corps in addi-
tion to the existing streams of
Judge and Advocate General
(JAG) and Army Educational
Corps (AEC). The Army also
said it is committed to provide
equal opportunities to all per-
sonnel including women offi-
cers to serve the nation.

India asks China to walk the
talk on LAC disengagement

From Page 1

“We have also made it
clear that India is fully commit-
ted to observing and respecting
the LAC and that we will not
accept any unilateral attempts
to change the status quo along
the LAC”

Referring to important
talks between National Security
Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval and
Foreign Minister Wang Yi on
July 5, he said both the sides
then agreed to work towards
complete disengagement of the
troops along the LAC and de-
escalation from India-China

border areas for full restoration
of peace and tranquility.

Doval and Wang Yi are
Special Representatives of their
respective countries to address
the boundary issue.

Stressing that both the
countries are keen to resolve
the matter through dialogue,
Srivastava said the fourth
round of the meeting of the
Senior Commanders was held
on July 14, where they also dis-
cussed further steps to ensure
complete disengagement. In
this context, another meeting of
the Working Mechanism for

Consultation & Coordination
on India-China Border Affairs
(WMCQC) is also expected to be
scheduled soon, he added.
“As we have stated earlier,
the maintenance of peace and
tranquility in the border areas
is the basis of our bilateral rela-
tionship. Therefore, it is our
expectation that the Chinese
side will sincerely work with us
for complete disengagement
and de-escalation and full
restoration of peace in the bor-
der areas at the earliest as
agreed to by the Special
Representatives,” he said.

One more Cong MLA
quits MP Assembly;
third in 2 weeks

Bhopal: The Congress in Madhya Pradesh suffered yet anoth-
er setback on Thursday after one more party MLA resigned from
the Legislative Assembly, becoming the third legislator from the
grand old party in the state to do so in less than two weeks.

Narayan Patel, who represented the Mandhata constituen-
cy in Khandwa district, tendered his resignation to Assembly pro-
tem Speaker Rameshwar Sharma, who accepted it.

Talking to PTT on Thursday, Sharma said, "Yes, I have accept-
ed the resignation of the MLA."

The pro-tem speaker said that Patel had met him on
Wednesday to submit his resignation, but he gave the MLA time
to once again think about his move.

He added that as Patel was firm on his decision, he finally
accepted the resignation on Thursday. With this, the Congress"s
strength in the House has come down to 89 now.

Last Friday, Congress MLA from Nepanagar seat in
Burhanpur district, Sumitra Devi Kasdekar, had resigned from
the assembly and joined the ruling BJP.

On July 12, another Congress MLA, Pradyuman Singh Lodhi,
had resigned as a member of the Assembly. Lodhi, who repre-
sented Bada-Malhera constituency, had also joined the BJP.

With Patel's resignation, 27 out of 230 assembly seats in
Madhya Pradesh are now vacant, for which by-polls will have

to be held.

The resignation of 25 MLAs and the death of two others ear-
lier has brought the effective strength of the assembly down to

203.

In March this year, 22 rebel Congress MLAs, loyalists of for-
mer Union minister Jyotiraditya Scindia, had resigned from the
party, that led to the fall of the 15-month-old Kamal Nath gov-

ernment in the state.

NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, PRAYAGRAJ
ELECTRIC LOCO SHED, KANPUR

E-Tender Notice
E-Tender Notice No.: Sr. DEE/RS/ELS/CNB/2020-21/ET-04 Date: 21.07.2020

Senior Divisional Electrical Engineer/RS/N.C.Rly./Kanpur, for and on
behalf of the President of India, invite the following open E-Tender for the
following work up to Tender Opening Date & Time. The details of the tenders are

as under:-
TenderNo. & Name of work Advertised EarnestMoney
Value (T) Deposit (%)
ELS-CNB-2020-21-ET-04, 33,03,750.90 66100.00
Annual Maintenance Contract & (Rupees Thirty Three | (Rs. Sixty Six
break down maintenance| lakhs Three Thousand

including removing of released
turning/boring for CNC Vertical
Turret lathe Machine Model No.
BVI-16, at Electric Loco Shed
N.C. Railway, Kanpur.

Seven Hundred Fifty

And Ninety Paise only Hundred
(Including GST,
transportation and all Only).

other charges/duties).

Thousand One

Completion period of Work: 02 Years. Tender Document Cost: T 3,000.00
(Rs. Three Thousand only). Tender Opening Date & Time: 24.08.2020 &
15:30 hrs. Note: 1. The complete information along with tender document of
above e-Tenders will be available on Website www.ireps.gov.in up to due
date & time oftender opening. 2. Bids other than in the form of E-Bids shall not
be accepted against above tenders. For this purpose, vendors are required to
get themselves registered with IREPS website along with Digital Signature
Certificates issued by CCAunder IT Act-2000. 3. Offer rates quoted in the form
of e-tender schedule & duly signed digitally shall be final. No other documents
related to offer rates shall be entertained. Tenderers are advised not to attach
any document related to offer rates (except undertaking(s) asked). These
documents shall be treated as NULL and void and shall not be considered for
evaluation of offer. 4. Documents being attached should be signed by the
tenderer on its body. 5. This tender notice has also been uploaded on

www.ncr.indianrailways.gov.in. 6.

available on the website of IREPS may be approached.

[{] North central railways

In case of any difficulty helpdesk
805/20 FA

[¥] @CPRONCR
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added.

Observing  that

undertakings etc”

remain necessary.

The order takes into its ambit
public sector banks and financial insti-
tutions, autonomous bodies, Central
Public Sector Enterprises (CPSEs) and
public private partnership projects
receiving financial support from the
Government or its undertakings, it

State
Governments also play a vital role in
national security and defence of India,
it said, “the Government of India has
written to the Chief Secretaries of the
State Governments invoking the pro-
visions of Article 257(1) of the
Constitution of India for the imple-
mentation of this Order in procure-
ment by State Governments and state

For State Government procure-
ment, it said, the Competent Authority
will be constituted by the States, but
political and security clearance will

(zovt bans public procurement from
China, other neighbours

Relaxation has been provided in
certain limited cases, including for
procurement of medical supplies for
containment of Covid-19 global pan-
demic till December 31, 2020.

By a separate order, countries to
which the Government of India
extends lines of credit or provides
development assistance have been
exempted from the requirement of
prior registration, it said.

“The new provisions will apply to
all new tenders. In respect of tenders
already invited, if the first stage of eval-
uation of qualifications has not been
completed, bidders who are not reg-
istered under the new Order will be
treated as not qualified,” it said.

If this stage has been crossed, ordi-
narily the tenders will be cancelled and
the process started de novo, it said,
adding the order will also apply to
other forms of public procurement.

It does not apply to procurement

by the private sector.

Government

Telangana.
Meanwhile,

all regions

Kozhikode.

he said.

Community
transmission
in Telangana | =+

From Page 1
The State has made it manda-
tory for all Post Graduate (PG) Py
medical students of 2018-18 batch
to accept one-year compulsory

Government medical colleges in

Medical Association (IMA) State "
president Dr Abraham Varghese
has said a complete lockdown in
Kerala under the current circum- 5
stances will not be effective.

“All signs indicate that com-
munity transmission has taken )
place in Kerala. This is evident in

Thiruvananthapuram, Kochi and
“The number of patients

whose source could not be iden-
tified are on the rise in the State,”
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67 COVID-19 patients found

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE I VARANAS|

he district has crossed the

1600-mark as 67 new coro-
na patients have been detected
on Thursday. With this, the
total number of patients has
increased to 1,643. The day also
saw one more death, increasing
the toll of 37. The only relief is
that during the day, the follow-
up reports of 73 patients were
found negative and later on,
they have been discharged
from the hospitals. With this,
the total number of patients
who have been recovered has
increased to 763, leaving 843
active patients.

According to the Chief
Medical Officer (CMO) Dr
VB Singh, in the first report
received by 11 am during the
day as many as 20 new corona
patients were found out of 166
reports received from
Microbiology department of
(BHU). Till then, the total test
results received were 25,887
and the results of 3,582 exclud-
ing 893 RTPCR samples col-

Security at hotspot Augustya Kund (Dashaswamedh) in Varanasi on Thursday

lected a day ago are awaited.
Out of these, 24,291 were neg-
ative reports while 1,596 pos-
itive. The total number of sam-
ples collected was 30,362.
Earlier, as many as 18 prison-
ers of a temporary jail were
found corona positive.
During the day, Senior
Superintendent of Police (SSP)
Amit Pathak inspected sever-
al areas from Maldahia to

Lahurabir and then went upto
Benia Bagh to see the condition
of traffic jams. He also walked
to Dalmandi areas and warned
the shop-keepers encroached
roadsides for selling their arti-
cles. He said that if they are
found involved in encroaching
the roadsides in the future, legal
action would be taken against
them. He also asked the cops to
ensure compliance of COVID-

19 guidelines and take action
against those moving in the
markets without wearing
masks. The police also made an
intensive checking of vehicles
in the circulating areas of
Varanasi Junction (Cantt.) rail-
way station.

Meanwhile, there is no let
up detection of a large number
of corona positive cases in this
belt of Purvanchal (eastern
UP) comprising 10 districts of
three divisions.

As many as 87 new cases
have been detected in Ballia
and with this the district has
inched further close to touch
1K-mark. Varanasi and
Jaunpur had already crossed
the mark.

The total number of cases
in Ballia has increased to 939
with 376 active patients while
523 have been recovered and
nine have died.

In Jaunpur, as many as 19
new corona positive cases have
been found increasing the total
number of the district to 1198
with 16 deaths

VNN stirs Hornet’s nest over

registration of pandas

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE I VARANASI

Varanasi Nagar Nigam of
this holy city has stirred up
a Hornets nest when it has
notified that the pandas (brah-
mins) performing religious rit-
uals at ghats of river Ganga will
have to get themselves regis-
tered with the municipal cor-
poration and the organisations
conducting religious, social
and cultural events at different
ghats will have to pay fees. After
facing strong criticisms from all
the corners, UP Minister of
State for Religious Affairs
(Independent Charge) Dr
Neelkanth Tiwari came for-
ward assuring the panda samaj
of ‘no need to worry for those
who traditionally conduct puja,
religious work and other ritu-

als on the Ganga ghats as no fee
will be charged’

Dr Tiwari, local MLA from
City South whose major parts
of assembly constituency cov-
ers localities situated near the
river Ganga, also specifically
emphasised that the Pandas
should register as they wish,
otherwise, there will be no
compulsion.

Dr Tiwari also talked to
Divisional Commissioner
Deepak Agarwal and
Municipal Commissioner
Gaurang Rathi in this direction
and termed the decision as
‘impractical’ and asked them to
withdraw it immediately, say-
ing ‘as Kashi is a religious city
and the people from across the
world come here and offer
prayer and religious rituals on

the river Ganga so it is
not practical to charge the
pandas’

Earlier, the notification of
local municipal commissioner
has created a lot of controver-
sies though many provisions
were not very new ones like a
fine of T500 on those bathing
with soap in the sacred water
of river Ganga. According to
Nagar Nigam, a fee of ¥ 100 per
year has been fixed for registra-
tion for the priests engaged in
conducting various religious
rituals on the ghats.

Besides, a fee of ¥ 4,000 per
day would be charged for
organising cultural pro-
grammes by any institution or
individual, ¥ 5,000 per day for
religious work and % 2,000 per
day for social work.

However, the organisations
conducting cultural and social
events from 15 days to one year
will have to pay an annual fee
of X 5,000.

The notice was issued by
the incharge of the
Revenue department (Nagar
Nigam) in which it is said that
the new arrangements will be
implemented right from July
22. It is also said that the fees
are being levied for the main-
tenance and cleanliness of the
ghats.

Apart from several opposi-
tion party corporators and
leaders, the decision was also
strongly opposed by secretary
of Akhil Bhartiya Tirth Purohit
Mahasabha Pt Kanhaiya
Tripathi terming it as ‘imprac-
tical.

Coronavirus

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE I VARANAS|

The continuous spike in the
number of corona cases
not only in the city but also in
this belt of Purvanchal (eastern
UP) has turned the situation
alarming. In just 22 days, the
number of cases has tripled in
Varanasi rising from 525 to
1576 between July 1 and 22.
This rise was much faster in
some districts like Ballia and
Chandauli where first cases
came into the light very late
whereas in Varanasi, it was
reported on March 21 when a
youth from Phoolpur area who
returned from Dubai (UAE)
through Delhi on March 15
was found corona positive. Just
two days later, a second case of
the region was found in
Jaunpur and the young patient
was returned home from Saudi
Arabia.

This showed that there
were just two cases in this
region prior to nationwide
lockdown 1.0 was imposed on
March 25 because the third
case of the region was found in
Varanasi on March 28 when a
youth from Shivpur was found
corona positive. He returned
from Sharjah (UAE). Later,
after the episode of Tablighi
Jamaat Markaz, several cases
were detected in April in
Jaunpur, Ghazipur, Azamgarh,

cases tripled in 22 days in Varanasi

Mirzapur, Mau and Varanasi.
However, till the beginning of
Unlock 1.0, the situation was
well under control not only in
Varanasi but in the entire
region. There were just 182
cases in the district and out of
them, 117 were discharged
from the hospitals, leaving 61
active patients and just four
deaths.

The number has increased
to 1596 by 11 am on Thursday,
with 870 active patients and 36
deaths as the recovery rate
sharply declined with 690
patients discharged from the
hospitals. There was a nine-fold
increase in mortality rate while
since the start of the Unlock
period the recovery rate has
declined from 64.28 per cent to
43.23 per cent, sending an
alarming signal to the Health
department.

Besides, the rising trend
also shows how the situation
has turned from bad to worse
day after day in this holy city
where till April end, there were
just 60 cases which were almost
doubled adding 122 more by
May last and more than dou-
ble by adding 314 more in next
month.

Since the beginning of this
month, in the first two weeks
there were 483 cases found
while in the eight days 640
highlighted the deteriorating

situation. The entire region
had seen a sharp rise in cases
since the process of arrival of
migrant workers began. Now,
though the authorities are con-
tinuously denying any commu-
nity transmission, the find-
ings of a large number of
patients with no contact histo-
ry have raised the eyebrows of
many.

The same is the story of
almost all the districts because
at the end of the lockdown
period there were 768 corona
patients in the region compris-
ing 10 districts of three divi-
sions which has increased to
6,640 after the end of 52 days.
By the end of Lockdown 1.0 in
mid-April, there were no cases
in three districts including
Ballia, Chandauli and
Sonbhadra as they were in
green zones but now the situ-
ation has become different.
The worst affected district is
Ballia which separates UP from
Bihar through Saran district
where during a very short
duration, the cases jumped up
to 852 with nine deaths and 326
active patients whereas 517
have been recovered.

The same is the situation of
the trans-Ganga district of
Chandauli which also separates
UP from Bihar through
Kaimur district. It was a part of
Varanasi till mid-1990 where

there were 574 cases by
Thursday with 309 active
patients and five deaths while
260 have been recovered.
Another district of the region
which remained safe till very
late was Sonbhadra which saw
continuous spike during the
last few days, increasing the
number to 352 with 273 active
patients while only 79 were
recovered.

After Varanasi, the maxi-
mum cases were found in
Jaunpur and by July 22, there
were 1,114 cases with 318
active patients while 781 have
recovered and 15 died. In
Ghazipur, there were 655 cases
with only 202 active patients
(444 recovered, nine deaths)
while in Azamgarh 499 cases
(146 active, 343 recovered and
10 deaths); in Mau 354 cases
(132 active, 218 recovered and
four deaths); in Mirzapur 353
cases (99 active, 242 recovered
and 10 deaths) and in Bhadohi
313 cases (112 active, 192
recovered and nine deaths).
The overall recovery rate in the
region has fallen gradually
from around 75 per cent a
month weeks ago to 55.51 per
cent as out of 6,640 patients,
3,686 have been discharged.
However, the only relief is low
mortality rate comparatively
which is just 1.61 per cent (107
deaths).

DM i1ssues notices to many

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE I VARANASI

District Magistrate (DM)
Kaushal Raj Sharma has
on Thursday issued show cause
notices to the ARTO
(Administration), ACMO and
Nodal Officer (COVID-19
Hospital), CMS (Pt Deendayal
Upadhyay  Government
Hospital), Superintendent
(Misirpur PHC) and ACMO
for dereliction of in their duty
in connection with the
COVID-19 guidelines.
Meanwhile, Chief Medical
Officer (CMO) Dr VB Singh
has also issued notices to the
owners of 10 private hospitals
warning them to cancel their
registrations for not cooperat-
ing in the fight against COVID-
19.

DM issued notice to ARTO
(Administration) AK Rai for
his failure to make arrange-

ments of ambulances by taking
their acquisition from the pri-
vate hospitals and nursing
homes. Even 10 per cent of
requirements made by the dis-
trict administration could not
be fulfilled by such hospitals.
Sharma has also sought clari-
fication and cautioned the offi-
cer of issuing a charge-sheet
against him if he fails in fur-
nishing his reply at the earliest.
Meanwhile, according to infor-
mation, the said ARTO has
replied to his clarification to the
DM.

Sharma also issued show-
cause notice to ACMO and
Nodal Officer Dr AK Maurya
for his failure to make arrange-
ments of pure drinking water
and foods at COVID-19 hospi-
tals while he issued show-
cause notice to CMS of Pt
Deendayal Upadhyay
Government Hospital Dr V
Shukla, Superintendent of

Misirpur PHC Dr OP Shukla
and ACMO Dr AK Gupta for
showing laxity in their duty.

Meanwhile, the CMO also
issued notices to the owners of
10 private hospitals including
Global Hospital (Awaleshpur),
Kashi Hospital (Bhikharipur),
Apex Hospital (near DLW),
Nandini Hospital (Bachhaw),
Subham Medicare (Chandrika
Nagar), Popular Medicare
(Kakarmutta), Nova Hospital
(Babatpur Airport), Sunrise
Hospital (Ghousabad), Shree
Shyama Hospital (Shivpur) and
Max Hospital (Kakarmatta)
for showing non-cooperation
and failure to ambulances avail-
able to the Health department.
The CMO warned these private
hospitals that their registrations
would be cancelled if they
failed in furnishing their reply
at the earliest.

Earlier, taking the matter of
non-cooperation seriously, the

officers

ARTO lodged an FIR against
the owners of 10 ambulances
for not making their vehicles
available to the administra-
tion and defying the guidelines
of Disaster Management Act.
As the cases of COVID-19
cases have sharply increased in
the district, both the district
administration and health
department were criticized for
their failure to make ambu-
lances available for the positive
patients in time. Both the divi-
sional commissioner and dis-
trict magistrate had directed
the CMO to increase the num-
ber of ambulances by asking
the private nursing homes to
make the same available but the
district administration got
information that some private
nursing home owners were
not showing cooperation. DC
had directed the CMO to iden-
tify such nursing homes in view
to cancel their licenses.

state 05

94 more test positive in Prayagraj

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE I ALLAHABAD

No let up in the spike of the
coronavirus cases as the
Sangam city once again report-
ed a record 94 new patients
inflicted with COVID-19 late
on Wednesday night. The
number of patients infected
with the coronavirus in the dis-
trict is continuously increasing.

The patients were admitted
to the Covid Care Centre.
Simultaneously, people coming
in contact with these people are
also being traced. On
Wednesday, 94 new infected
patients with the coronavirus
have come up in the city, a
Nodal official said, adding that
29 patients have been dis-
charged from hospital after
recovering.

Meanwhile, how serious is
the Health department in terms
of treatment of corona patients,
perhaps no one can tell better
than the corona patients is self
admitted to the Covid Care
Centre of Unani Medical
College. This centre has been
started in a hurry, but the
preparation is incomplete.

Even hydroxychloroquine
and other medicines given to
corona patients have not yet
arrived. Unani Medical College,
Himmatganj has been made a
Covid Care Centre. That is,
here, corona infected patients
without symptoms are being
admitted here. When the num-
ber of patients started increas-
ing, corona patients started
being sent here on Wednesday
night. Doctors were posted in
this 30-bed Covid Care Centre,
but the medicine was not sent
here.

Food and ‘kaadha are
being given to the patients,
medicines which reduce the
risk of viruses and increase
immunity have not been sent
from the department yet.
Patients are asking doctors the
same question if they will be
given some medicines? Doctors
are saying that the medicine is

not yet received here.

Nodal Officer for COVID
Care Centre Dr Rahul Singh
said that patients having no
symptoms are currently admit-
ted here and they do not need
much medicine. However,
medicines will be dispatched
here by Thursday late evening,
added Dr Singh.

Meanwhile, the corona
cases are also increasing rapid-
ly in the Pratapgarh district. On
Wednesday evening, all the
records were broken as a total
of 25 corona positive patients
including nine police person-
nel were found in a single day.
This caused a stir in the admin-
istration and Health depart-
ment. Patients were admitted to
Covid Hospital. Earlier, 21
patients were found together in
the district in a single day.

A police constable from

A

Fatanpur police station was
found infected 10 days ago.
After this, samples of 43 police
personnel of the police station
concerned and 11 staff of
Suwansa police outpost were
taken for testing as a precau-
tionary move. When the report
came nine of them were found
infected with COVID-19.

Of them a female police
constable, two followers and
another constable. Due to the
large number of cases being
found infected in one place, the
Health department as well as
the policemen were in a tizzy.
The policemen have been iso-
lated in their rooms. Sampling
of the remaining 32 personnel
will also be done.

Apart from this, siblings of
Shyam Bihari Lane of the city
have also been found infected.
A young man from the Chowk

has been found infected.
Coronavirus infection has been
found in two girls of Baracha
Chilbila and one of their broth-
ers. A male nurse from a
women’s hospital is infected.
This has caused panic among
the hospital personnel.

Meanwhile, an employee
posted at the Roadways Bus
Depot office is also found to be
corona positive. He is mainly a
resident of Karanpur. The hus-
band of an ANM living in
Jogapur near the city has been
found infected while a young
man from the Gadwara region
is a field worker at HDFC
Bank. His report has also come
positive.

The contract worker post-
ed at Raniganj CHC was found
infected when he was tested
with an antigen kit. He has
been sent to Prayagraj district.
An employee of Lalganj Nagar
Panchayat has also come under
the grip of corona. He hails
from Govindpur in the same
area. Not only this, a village
head of Laxmanpur block area
has also been infected by coro-
na.

He had fever and cough
problems for a few days. When
he was found infected, panic of
infection in the entire village
was further aggravated. In the
meantime, the people who
have met him are in a tizzy. A
young man running a mobile
shop in Katra town has also
become infected. The people
who took mobiles from him
have become restless. The dri-
ver of Sukhpal Nagar PHC,
who lives in the same town, has
also been found infected.. The
youth of Nawabganj of Kunda
tehsil is also in the grip of infec-
tion.

Thus, the number of coro-
na cases found in the
Pratapgarh district has so far
been 206. Nine of them have
died, while 115 patients have
become healthy and the rest is
undergoing treatment at Covid
hospitals here.

Consignment of Remdesivir injection arrives

Prone position becoming a
‘Sanjivani’ in treatment

ALLAHABAD (PNS): Prone position is becoming a ‘Sanjivani’
in the treatment of corona patients admitted to L3 Covid Hospital
Swaroop Rani Nehru Hospital. In this technique, such patients
are made to lie on their stomach side in which oxygen supply is

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M ALLAHABAD

Considered to be somewhat
effective in the treatment of
coronavirus infection, a con-
signment of Remdesivir injec-
tion has come to the Prayagraj
city on Thursday. Actemra
injection is also now available
in the city. Patients who need
them will be able to get them
cheaper and easily from the
print rate.

Both these injections will
be given only after showing an
Aadhaar card, corona positive
report and doctor’s prescrip-
tion. The president of the
Allahabad Chemist and
Druggists Association, Anil
Dubey said that these aforesaid
injections are available at a dis-
count to patients in only one
shop right now in the Civil
Lines area. Companies should
ensure availability according to
demand further.

Drug Inspector Govind
Gupta said that these injections
will be given only to the fami-
ly of the patients, which is being
provided at a discount. By next
week, two more companies
are coming to the market with
their injections..

SS Traders’ proprietor
Shadab Siddiq said that the
expiry date of these injections
is very less and also very expen-
sive. Therefore injections have
been ordered in limited quan-
tities, he added.

Special things with these
injections are that the print rate
of Remedesivir is Rs 4,000 but
the injection will be given for
Rs 3,600 only. Actamera injec-
tion is worth Rs 40,545 while
it is available in the market only

disturbed.

More than a dozen patients admitted to Covid ICU have also
benefited from this technique. The SGPGI of Lucknow and Ram
Manohar Lohia Institute are already using this particular tech-

nique on corona patients.

Most of the corona patients at the SRN L3 Covid Hospital
have more breathing problems. The coronavirus is first attack-
ing the respiratory system, especially the lungs, suffering from
acute respiratory distress syndrome (ARDS). This causes the sup-
ply of oxygen to deteriorate. These patients need a ventilator.

Dr Kamlesh Sonkar, Associate Professor and Neuro Physician
of Motilal Nehru Medical College has used this technique pos-
itively on corona patients admitted to ICU of SRN Hospital. Dr
Kamlesh has used this technique four years ago at SGPGI,
Lucknow. Recently, he was posted here in the Covid ward of SRN,
then he used it here too which brought relief to the patients.

Dr Kamlesh Sonkar said that patients are made to lie down
on their stomachs for several hours in a prone position so that
they can move fluids stored in their lungs. Most of the corona
patients do not get enough oxygen to their lungs, this further
aggravates the problem. In such a situation, they lie on their stom-
ach, the patient’s face remains down and this increases their lungs.
The huge part of the human lung is towards the back, so when
one lies on the back and looks in front, there is less chance of
getting more oxygen in the lungs, added Dr Sonkar.

for Rs 30,870.

Status of patients in the dis-
trict; 1165 people have been
infected so far while 484
patients are currently admitted
in Covid hospitals and under-
going treatment. A total 612
people have gone home after
being discharged from hospi-
tal and the city has witnessed
a total of 40 deaths due to dead-
ly virus.

NUMBER OF COVID
CARE CENTRES BEING

INCREASED: In view of coro-
na’s increasing infection, the
Health department has stepped
up its preparations. The num-
ber of Covid care centres is also
being increased after the coro-
na patients have crossed the
1000-mark. The 500-bed Covid
Care Centre at Kalindipuram
opened on Wednesday. From
noon onwards, corona infect-
ed patients started being admit-
ted here. By late evening, about
two dozen corona patients

were admitted there.

Nodal Officer for Covid
Care Centre, Dr Rahul Singh
said that Unani Medical
College Hospital at
Himmatganj has also been
made Covid Care Centre. Here
100 beds have been reserved for
corona patients. It became
operational from Wednesday
evening. Apart from this, the
Agricultural Institute at Naini
and the United Institute locat-
ed at Naini itself have been
taken up for the Covid Care
Centre. Around 1,500 beds
have been reserved in these two
institutions.

These will also be opera-
tional in two days. These Covid
Care Centres have arrange-
ments to admit to those coro-
na patients who have no symp-
toms. Till now, corona patients
are admitted to Kotwa CHC,
Beli, SRN and Railway
Hospitals.

On Thursday, COVID-19
testing camp was organised at
Indira Bhawan on Civil Lines
in collaboration with the dis-
trict administration and Health
department. The camp was
organised under the leadership
of Civil Lines Vyapar Mandal
president Sushil Kharbanda
and general secretary
Shivshankar Singh.

Ashish Arora, the incharge
and vice-president of the Indira
Bhawan Vyapar Mandal got his
corona test first. After this, 50
traders of Indira Bhawan also
got corona checked. Ajay
Mehrotra, Rachit Seth, Ankit,
Vishal Jaiswal, Nagendra
Agarwal, Saif, Shobhit, Rituraj
Pandey etc also extended their
support in the camp.

NCR conquers many challenges during pandemic

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE I ALLAHABAD

North Central Railway is
continuing its efforts
against Covid-19 pandemic on
all fronts.

Country is passing through
such an unprecedented and
challenging phase that no
words, no analogy, no parallel
seem apt enough to capture the
enormity of the crisis due to
COVID-19. However, with
relentless and dedicated efforts
of close to 60,000 Railway
corona warriors North Central
Railway has adapted itself to
current needs and is serving the
great nation with the same
tervour and with our hallmark
mobility.

Since start of lockdown
North Central Railway con-
quered many adversities and
challenges through notable

efforts.

Special Trains: Of total 230
special trains started by Indian
railways, 126 have stoppage
over NCR including two orig-
inating specials. Punctuality
in July is 98 per cent plus and
100 per cent punctuality
achieved on six days in July-20.

Freight and Parcel: 35.5
Lakh tones freight loaded by
NCR which includes 19.9 Lakh
tonnes petroleum & bitumen,
3.8 Lakh tonnes foodgrains
and 4.9 Lakhs tonnes cement.
Average speed of 45.72 Kms
achieved during July-2020.

Parcel: 875 tonnes parcel
loaded from 40 notified parcel
stations on North Central
Railway including 176 tonnes
medical goods.

Isolation Coaches: 130
already converted (Prayagraj -
40, Jhansi -20, Agra-20 &

Coach Midlife Rehabilitation
workshop Jhansi-50) and addi-
tional 150 are targeted for con-
version based on availability of
coaches. Covid Hospital and
Quarantine centers: 100 Beds
each Prayagraj and Jhansi level
one Covid hospitals are oper-
ational now. As on 22.07.20 74
Covid positive patients at
Central hospital Prayagraj and
51 at Railway hospital are
under treatment. For quaran-
tine 651 beds have been made
available at different locations
over NCR of which 138 beds
have been used.

Coverall, face cover and
sanitiser inhouse production:
8000 Coverall, 1.8 lakh reusable
face covers and 10200 litres
sanitiser produced through
inhouse efforts.

DEVELOPED: When doc-
tors, nurses and the police are

rendering their valuable ser-
vices in this corona period,
engineers are not at all behind.
They too are contributing to
society but from behind the
curtain. Two young engineers
from the Institute of
Engineering and Rural
Technology (IERT) Prayagraj
have developed a sensor oper-
ated automatic sanitising
machine which dispenses sani-
tiser without any touch. Just out
your hand under the nozzle
and drops of sanitiser will be
wetting your hand. Sridayal
Yadav and Ashish Kumar, the
electronic engineering diploma
holders from the IERT have
developed this automatic sani-
tiser dispenser at very low cost
which can be installed at
offices, railway stations and
many other public places to
give a contactless sanitisation.
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KDA set to give possession
ure Greens flats

of Signat

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M KANPUR

Kanpur Development
Authority (KDA) is all set
to hand over possession of
flats to the allottees in its ambi-
tious Signature Greens City
apartments from August.

KDA Superintending
Engineer SK Nagar said they
were preparing flat-wise site
plan to be attached with the
documents for registry of sale
deeds.

Allottees interested in tak-
ing over possession of their
flats have been advised to
contact the superintending
engineer.

Nagar said if any allottee
had not deposit the full cost of
the flat, he/she could apply for
ascertaining the final costing
for registry.

Those who have paid the
entire cost of the flat, are
entitled for the registry of
their property, detailed pro-
cedure of which can be ascer-
tained from the Help Desk on
the ground floor of KDA.

Nagar said the construc-
tion work was almost over.

Till the installation of a 33
KV power transformer, alter-
native arrangements to pro-
vide electricity to residents
have been made. The work for

KDA Signature Greens City Apartments ready for possession of flats to buyers
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connecting the pipeline from
the main road is also on.

It may be recalled that the
process of handing over pos-
session of flats gathered
momentum on the directives
of Uttar Pradesh Real Estate
Regulatory Authority (UPRE-
RA) which had already
extended the deadline for the
work on KDAs request.

Besides, KDA would soon
start the allotment of 1,700
houses built under the Prime
Minister Awas Yojana.

Nagar said as the verifi-
cation of beneficiaries of the
under-construction houses in
Sakrapur, Bhagirathi and
Jahnvi schemes had been done
by the District Urban
Development Agency
(DUDA), lottery for allot-
ment of remaining PM Awas
houses would be drawn soon.

DUDA has sent the list of
beneficiaries after one year on
the directives of Principal
Secretary (Housing and Urban
Planning).

The superintending engi-
neer said KDA had also urged
the state administration to
release the next instalment for
construction of PM Awas.

It may be recalled that
KDA has to construct 10,000
houses under the PM Awas
Yojana in Mahavir Nagar
Extension, Sakrapur,
Bhagirathi and Jahnvi. Of
these, the construction of
2,000 houses in Sakrapur,
Bhagirathi and Jahnvi has
already been completed.

Agricultural packaging to get a hoost

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M KANPUR

Kanpur District Magistrate
BR Tiwari said the gov-
ernment had decided to give
boost to agricultural packaging
so that farmers get a better
share of their produce.

Chairing a meet at his
camp office, Dr Tiwari said
strategies had been worked
out to eliminate middlemen
and ensure the farmers direct-
ly market their produce to the
industry.

He said directives had been
issued to officials concerned to
set up agri groups with the help
of farm scientists.

The district magistrate said
due to ignorance of farmers
and their illiteracy, they were
deprived of their rightful share
of their produce and so the UP

government had decided to set
up a direct link between farm-
ers and industries for the ben-
efit of farmers, industrialists
and consumers.

He said the district admin-
istration would act as a bridge
between farmers and indus-
tries. He said the government
would also develop small mar-
kets to facilitate the farmers as
well.

District Agriculture Officer
Manish Singh said that in the
agricultural sector, between
harvesting and consumption,
there was 54 per cent loss of
food. He said there were sev-
eral points between these two
main sessions where things
could go wrong in handling,
stacking, and transporting of
agri products. He said thus
agricultural packaging was

essential in this sector to pre-
vent food from being ruined or
spoiled before reaching the
consumers.

He said emphasis was also
to be laid on eco-friendly raw
materials, process, and prac-
tices which would be gradual-
ly adopted in agricultural pack-
aging.

Singh said as the popula-
tion of the country rose, there
was an increase in the demand
for food production and so
there was need to prevent high
amount of food from being
wasted. He said agricultural
packaging helped farmers and
manufacturers to deliver food
in most effective way without
any loss.

He said packaging elimi-
nated unnecessary wastage of
food during post-harvest treat-

ment procedures, production
process, storage, and trans-
portation. He added that high
preservation and protection of
food enhanced the importance
of agricultural packaging. He
said this would ensure short
and long-term stability between
the farmers, industries and the
consumers.

Singh said that in agricul-
tural packaging, different prod-
ucts required different types of
packaging, including storage,
bulk shipments and retail pack-
aging.

He said it had also to be
taken care that packaging
should be easy to handle, safe
to transport, and resistant to
injuries and punctures.

CDO, SK Singh and sev-
eral other officials were present
in the meeting.

Experts discuss virtual faculty development

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M KANPUR

Prof HC Verma of Indian
Institute of Technology,
Kanpur addressing the on-
going virtual faculty develop-
ment programme on the topic
‘Current Trends in Physics’ at
Christ Church College said
this would go a long way in the
promotion of teachers.

He said current times were
that of on-line education and
with new courses being started
online there was bound to be
teething troubles initially. He
emphasised upon a strategy to
benefit maximum number of
students.

Prof Verma said the objec-
tive was to connect physics with
society. He said it was true with
COVID-19 would change the
lifestyles of many and education
was one important area.

Discussing challenges of
online academics, he said in the
current times the world had
come to realise that the eco-
nomic success of the states was
directly determined by their
education systems and it was
nation’s strength.

Prof Verma said a developed
nation was inevitably an edu-

cated nation. He said there were
many challenges to higher edu-
cation system of India but equal-
ly a lot of opportunities as well
to overcome these challenges
and to make higher education
system much better. He said
today the country needed need
well skilled and highly educat-
ed people who could drive econ-
omy forward. Prof Verma said
online education changed all
components of teaching and
learning in higher education. He
said the three major categories
of findings were issues related to
online learners, instructors, and
content development. He said to
address these challenges in
online education, higher edu-
cation institutions need to pro-
vide professional development
for instructors, training for
learners and technical support
for content development. He
said in India the digitisation ini-
tiatives were encountered prob-
lems such as lack of national pol-
icy, lack of preservation policy,
no intellectual property rights
policy for content development
of digital information, rigidity in
the publishers’ policies and data
formats, lack of multiple Indian
language OCR facilities etc.

Prof Verma further stated
that quality in higher education
was a multidimensional, multi-
level and a dynamic concept. He
said ensuring quality in higher
education was amongst the fore-
most challenges being faced in
India today. He said the gov-
ernment was continuously
focusing on the quality educa-
tion. He said another factor
was poor infrastructure and
added that particularly the insti-
tutes run by the public sector
suffered from poor physical
facilities and infrastructure.

He said another major prob-
lem was faculty crisis and the
inability of the state education-
al system to attract and retain
well qualified teachers and trans-
parent selection system which
alone could improve quality of
education. The programme was
compered by Dr SP Singh and
the vote of thanks was proposed
by Dr Aparna Dixit.

Dr Anita Shukla Dr Ramesh
Sharma (FGIET) also took part.

TREE PLANTATION: As
part of the ongoing tree planta-
tion drive in Kanpur division,
the Lions Club and Kanpur
Ekta Vishal jointly planted
around 100 saplings of orna-

Congressmen pay homage to Bal Ganga Tilak and Chandra Shekhar Azad on their birth anniversaries
at Tilak Hall on Thursday
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mental and fruit bearing trees at
Ganga Barrage Colony in
Vinayak Nagar. Secretary of the
Club, Sushma Srivastava, said it
was the duty of every individual
to support the government in
the tree plantation drive. She said
the club would continue to
plant saplinsg in other areas of
the city and also motivate oth-
ers to do the same.

235 more
test +ve In
Kanpur

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M KANPUR

anpur Nagar reported 235

more coronavirus cases on
Thursday.

Chief Medical Officer Dr
Anil K Mishra said 235 more
people tested positive for coro-
navirus in the past 24 hours,
pushing the tally to 3,250 cases.

He said 123 COVID-19
patients were discharged from
hospitals and with this, 1,587
infected persons had been cured
in the city so far.

The CMO said at present,
1,507 COVID-19 patients were
undergoing treatment in the
city..

Dr Mishra said with the
death of seven more COVID-19
patients, the death toll stood at
156 on Thursday evening.

He said 1,332 samples were
taken for testing, 829 of them
from surveillance areas

Woman killed

KANPUR (PNS): An elderly
woman was battered to death
in her house in Sagarpuri vil-
lage under Vidhnu police sta-
tion. According to reports, on
seeing 55-year-old Indrani’s 4-
year-old granddaughter Mohi
weeping at the doors on
Thursday morning, the vil-
lagers entered the house and
were shocked to see the pro-
fusely bleeding body of the
woman lying on a cot near the
stairs. She had been battered to
death with a brick and belan
(rolling pin). Police recovered
the blood-stained brick and
broken belan along with a
blood-stained pillow from the
spot. It is suspected that after
strangling her with the pillow,
she was battered with the brick
and belan.

Mohi told the police that her
mama (maternal uncle) and
mami (aunt) had visited the
house on Wednesday evening.
Police have taken both of them
into custody for interrogation.

The sniffer dog, after going
to the backside room where
Mohi was sleeping, went out of
the main gate and up to a road
intersection about 200 metres
away from the house.
Ghatampur Circle Officer Ravi
Kumar Singh said evidences
suggested the hand of somebody
close to the deceased in the mur-
der. He said the case would be
worked out soon. Indrani, wife
of Satish Chandra Tewari of
Tikra village of Narval (Kanpur),
was living with her younger son
Hari Om in Sagarpuri (Vidhnu)
for the past 10 years. Two
months ago, Hari Om had gone
to Delhi to work in a factory and
Indrani was living here with
daughter-in-law Poonam alias
Nitu and three granddaughters
— Mohi (4), Mahi (2) and
Chhoti (1). About a week back,
Poonam, along with Mahi and
Chhoti, had gone to Delhi to live
with husband Hari Om and
since then, Indrani was living
here with Mohi.

Women set a
trend with
Unnati masks

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE M KANPUR

In an initiative of IIT-Kanpur
and Kanpur Parivartan
Forum, dozens of women are
making high quality masks.
These masks are sanitised and
packaged on IIT-K campus. For
the last three months, thou-
sands of masks have been made
and sold.

According to Rita Singh
from IIT-Kanpur Unnati masks
are made under the guidance of
a team from IIT Kanpur.
Buyers like them because of
their high quality, superior
design and comfort.

The feature that differenti-
ates these masks in the market
is that they are 4-ply and have
an inner shield provided by E-
Spin, that prevents entry of
virus. The masks are washable,
trendy and have contour fit
that prevents air leakage and
properly covers nose and
mouth.

Prof Sandeep Sangal, coor-
dinator of Unnat Bharat
Abhiyan, said the IIT-K stu-
dents conducted resource map-
ping of these villages last year
and identified several products

that were unique to the region.

He said Brand Unnati was
created so that these products
made by rural women and
artisans could reach the end
users directly.

Aranyaani, led by Sandeep
Saxena, an alumnus of IIT-
Kanpur, joined hands and host-
ed masks on its e-commerce
site.

Renu Shah of Parivartan
said, “It is a great learning expe-
rience for these women and we
are very hopeful to see many
rural products making into
the market’

With more and more
women taking onto tailoring, a
training cum production cen-
tre is planned in Ishwariganj
village. Donors have started
coming forward to support
the cause.

The IIT-Kanpur director
said that Unnati masks adhered
to safety norms.

Renu Shah, Renu Gupta,
Faiz Khalid and Hitendra
Gupta of Parivartan have given
their active support to the pro-
ject. The masks are designed by
designer Surbhi Saxena.
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DM inspects Integrated Covid
Command & Control Centre

CORRESPONDENT Il BANDA

istrict Magistrate Amit
Singh Bansal inspected
Integrated Covid Command

and Control Centre in Vikas *, ]
Bhawan on Wednesday. DM | . ¢

directed the CDO to make

available sanitisers and drinking water to the
employees there. DM directed the DPRO to get
the Covid Command and Control Centre sani-
tised on a daily basis. DM asked him to ensure
the sanitisation of the landline phone twice on
daily basis. Later DM Amit Singh Bansal con-
ducted a meeting with the nodal officer of
Command and Control Centre/CDO Banda.
DM directed him to conduct a meeting with the

b
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cer.

officials at 5 pm daily and fix the
work plan for the next day. DM
directed CMO Dr Santosh
Kumar to obtain the survey
report of surveillance team and
samples reports of Covid-19 tests.
DM also asked CMO to ensure
facilities to Covid-19 patients.

Bansal directed CDO to make available all rele-
vant information related to Covid Command and
Control Centre to him by 5 pm on a daily basis
in order to send it to the state level nodal offi-
DM directed the officials to make a
WhatsApp group in order to exchange quality
information. He added said that all authori-
ties/subordinates should be connected with this
WhatsApp group.

Officials pay surprise visit to dist jail

CORRESPONDENT M MIRZAPUR

istrict Magistrate Susheel
Kumar  Patel and
Superintendent of Police Dr
Dharmveer Singh paid a sur-
prise visit to the district jail on

Wednesday. During their visit
the officers inspected the bar-
racks, hospital as well as the
kitchen. The DM directed the
jail superintendent to ensure

that social distancing was
maintained in view of Covid-
19. He said that mask was
mandatory for the jail staff,
prisoners as well as the the vis-
itors who came there.

TWO BOYS DROWN: In
a tragic incident two boys
drowned in a pit dug at a brick
kiln in Gursandi village under
the Dehat Kotwali police sta-
tion on Wednesday. As per the
reports, Dev Narain (12), son
of Kripa Shankar Yadav, and
Satish (8), son of Shyam Lal
Yadav, had gone to graze their
buffaloes in the field. On see-
ing a pit filled with water the
children went to bathe there
and met a watery grave. Their
bodies were fished out from the
pit and taken to the district

hospital where the doctor on
duty declared them as brought
dead.

MEETING: A peace com-
mittee meeting was held at City
Kotwali on Wednesday. In view
of forthcoming festivals of
Bakrid and Rakshabandhan
ASP City Sanjay Kumar and
City Magistrate Jagadamba
Singh addressed a meeting of
respectable persons of the soci-
ety. On the occasion they
appealed to the people to cel-
ebrate the festivals by following
the norms of social distancing
in the larger interest of the soci-
ety. They asked the people to
inform the administration
about any problem related to
civic amenities during the fes-
tival and stay at home.

Automatic thermal scanning system installed

PNS B VARANASI

An automatic thermal scan-
ner system has been
installed at Manduadih railway
station here helping the railway
employees check the health of
passengers without making
any direct contact. Earlier the
manual scanning process not
only consumed a lot of time but
also posed high risk to the rail-
way employees in view of coro-
navirus pandemic as recently
several of them were also found
infected with the virus. The
automatic system will also
make it easy for the Railways to
examine the health of a large
number of passengers when the
running of all regular trains will
restart. Divisional rail manag-
er (DRM) of Varanasi Division
of North Eastern Railway
(NER) Vijay Kumar Panjiar
said that the installation of
automatic system would help in
speeding up the process of
examining the health of pas-
sengers without any risks of
being infected with coron-
avirus. Earlier DRM inspected
Nandganj and Aunrihar rail-
way station areas to see the
prospects of increasing goods
train movement in the area as

it is mainly known as a pas-
senger-oriented division of
NER. During his inspection
Panjiar also reviewed the punc-
tuality of goods trains,
improvement in basic arrange-
ments of goods shed and con-
dition of approach roads. DRM
reached Nandganj goods shed
conducting the window-trail-
ing inspection of the Aurnihar-

-k
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Nandganj railway section. He
inspected the shed with the aim
of increasing freight trans-
portation and during his visit
there he instructed the con-
cerned officers to strengthen
the surface of the ramp
designed for loading and
unloading goods, construction
of rest rooms for traders and
workers apart from making all
other proper arrangements.
Later Panjiar inspected
Nandganj railway station and
reviewed the operation activi-

ties by ensuring effective com-
pliance with Covid-19 regula-
tions. He also gave some
instructions to the officers con-
cerned. On the occasion he also
spoke to local traders and
heard their problems. Panjiar
had assured the traders of pro-
viding concessions to them as
much as possible. Subsequently,
the DRM reached the Aunrihar
railway station on his inspec-
tion vehicle and took stock of
the development work regard-
ing passenger facilities. He also
inquired about the basic
changes related to station build-
ing, extended platforms, foot
over-bridge, water booths, pas-
sengers’ waiting room, station
master’s chamber, progress in
ongoing work of doubling the
tracks and electrification. He
was accompanied by deputy
chief engineer (Construction)-
I Rakesh Ranjan, deputy chief
engineer (Construction)-II
Gaurav Gupta, senior divi-
sional engineer (Coordination)
Rajeev Agrawal, senior divi-
sional operations manager
Rohit Gupta, senior divisional
commercial manager Sanjeev
Sharma, senior divisional elec-
trical engineer Satyendra Yadav
and some senior supervisors.

ApPP

ication for contactless

checking of reserved tickets

CORRESPONDENT I GORAKHPUR

For contactless checking of
reserved tickets the Centre
for Railway Information
System (CRIS) has developed
an application for all zonal
Railways with which through
QR code all details of PRS tick-
et will be available on mobile.
This system of checking
reserved tickets is extremely
modern as well as a very effec-
tive way to avoid coronavirus
at present. Under the said
arrangement after the booking
of reserved ticket the URL
(link) of the QR code will be
sent through SMS on the

mobile number of passengers,
said Chief Public Relations
Officer (CPRO) Pankaj Kumar
Singh. At the time of entering
the station or during ticket
checking the passengers will
have to click on the URL of QR
code made available to them
through SMS. By doing it the
QR code will be displayed on
the mobile browser of the pas-
senger concerned. The travel-
ling ticket examiner (TTE) can
scan the code being displayed
on the mobile phone of the pas-
senger with a cell phone in
which QR code scanning facil-
ity was available. The QR code
scanner can be downloaded

from the free app, Google Play
Store or i0S play store. Hand-
held terminal (HHT) are also
capable of scanning QR code
through which all details of pas-
senger’s PNR becomes available
before the TTE for further
action. In the near future this
method of ticket checking will
be very convenient both for
passengers as well as the TTE
and the quality of services pro-
vided by the railways to the pas-
sengers will improve. At
Gorakhpur Junction of
Lucknow division the work for
installing a separate scanner for
scanning of QR code of reserved
tickets is under process.

Three thieves held

CORRESPONDENT M GORAKHPUR

The Jhangha police arrest-
ed three thieves from
Banjari Tola of Motiram
Adda on Wednesday morn-
ing. Police claimed to have
recovered three stolen bikes
and an LED TV from their
possession. Jhangha police
station incharge Anil Kumar
Singh said that on being
tipped off by an informer he
along outpost incharge,
Motiram Adda, Suraj Singh,
head constables Lavkush
Pandey and Dharmendra
Singh and constables
Kuldeep Kumar and Manoj
Kumar surrounded the area
and arrested the three
accused. They disclosed
their names as Pappu, son of
late Ram Dayal Kewat,
Panne Lal, son of late Hari
Kewat, residents of Motiram
Adda Banjari Tola under
the Jhangaha police station,

and Govind, son of late
Dilip, a
Bansgonda under Barideeh
police station in Bokaro dis-
trict of Jharkhand. Police
registered a case under
Sections 457, 380, 411 and
41/411 of the IPC and pre-
sented them in court from
where they were sent to jail.

tipped off by an informer
three more accused were
arrested by a police team on
Wednesday in connection
with the murder of Arvind
Maurya following a land
dispute in an area under the
Uruva police station on July
17. The police produced all
the three accused in the
court from where they were
sent to jail. They were iden-
tified as Rajesh Maurya,
Surendra Maurya and
Sadanand, residents of
Sheikh Bhiura village under
Bansgaon police station.

resident of

by

Meanwhile on being

Mishap death

CORRESPONDENT M LAKHIMPUR KHERI

Amotorcyclist was killed in a

road accident here recently.

Rizwan (40), a resident of Lalapurva
village in Jugnupur Majra under the
Dhaurahra Kotwali was seriously
injured when his motorcycle was hit

a tractor trolley in an area

between Sisaiya and Isanagar. The
accident took place when he was
going to Isanagar through Sisaiya
crossing. On getting information UP
112 police reached the spot,
informed the family members fo the
victim and rushed the injured to the
district hospital where he died after
a brief treatment later. Eyewitnesses
said that the motorcyclist was not
wearing a helmet. However inspec-
tor incharge Sunil Kumar Singh said
that after the post-mortem exami-
nation the body of the deceased had
been handed over to his family
members. He said that no applica-
tion had been received yet. After get-
ting it a report would be registered
and necessary action would be
taken, he added.
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Paramilitary forces log
9,700 Govid-19 cases

RAKESH K SINGH B NEW DELHI

he Central paramilitary

forces have clocked over
9,700 Covid-19 cases with
4,300 of them being active
ones even as the test reports of
about 600 personnel are await-
ed. As many as 41 personnel
have so far succumbed to the
infection.

The Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) has breached the
3,000-mark in terms of number
of infected personnel and tops
the list with 3,241 personnel
testing positive for the novel
Coronavirus infection till now.
Of this, as many as 220 cases of
infection were reported during
the last 24 hours. Currently,
there are 1,583 active cases and
1,643 patients have recovered
and 15 have died due to the pan-
demic.

The Border Security Force
(BSF) is just short of 49 cases in
touching the 3,000 mark in
terms of Covid-19 infection
with a total of 2,941 personnel
being infected by the viral dis-
eases. Out of 2,941 positive

cases reported so far in the BSF
ranks, 1,512 are active and
1,429 have recovered besides 10
casualties including patients
with comorbidities and a road
accident victim who later test-
ed positive for the viral disease.

Likewise, the Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF)
has a total case count of 1,524
including 413 active cases and
1,101 recovered patients besides
10 casualties.

The Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) has reported
1,038 Covid-19 positive cases till
so far of which 606 continue to
be active cases and 429 have
recovered and three have died.

The Sashastra Seema Bal
(SSB) has reported 474 cases of
Covid-19 infection in its ranks
of which 257 are active cases
and 214 have recovered. The
Force has reported three casu-
alties due to the viral disease.

The National Security
Guards has reported 91 cases of
Covid-19 infection of which
only seven are active and 84
patients have recovered. The
Force has not reported a single

casualty due to the disease.

The National Disaster
Response Force (NDRF) has
reported 384 Covid-19 cases in
its ranks of which 80 are active
and 304 patients have recovered.
Like the NSG, NDRF too has
not reported any loss of life due
to the pandemic.

As many as 9,703 cases of
Covid-19 have been reported
across the seven Forces till now
of which 4,458 continue to be
active and 5,204 have recovered
from the disease.

Covid-19 test reports of
suspected cases of infection of
596 personnel are awaited as on
date.

During the last 24 hours,
495 cases of infection have
been reported across the Forces
with the CRPF alone reporting
220 new cases during the peri-
od. The BSF and ITBP report-
ed 62 and 61 new cases respec-
tively during the last 24 hours
followed by 25 cases in CISF and
15 cases in SSB. The NSG
reported one new case and the
NDREF tested six positive cases
during the period.

nation

‘Reducing dependency on Chinese APl import not easy

ARCHANA JYOTI ® NEW DELHI

Against the backdrop of
India’s bid to become
‘atmanirbhar’ (self-reliant), one
of the Government’s own bod-
ies has maintained that reduc-
ing dependency on the import
of the Active Pharmaceutical
Ingredients (API) from China
is not going to be an easy affair.
API is a chemical compound
that is the most important raw
material to produce a finished
medicine. At present, 68 per
cent of India’s API need is ful-
filled by China.

It pointed out that indige-
nously-manufactured drugs
would be 20 per cent costlier
than those available from the
neighbouring country.

The Technology,
Information Forecasting and
Assessment Council (TIFAC),
an autonomous body under
the Union Science and
Technology Ministry, in its
report has now called for
preparing a national stockpile
of generic medicines for crit-
ical illness and ensure API
security in view of changed
global norms due to Covid-19
pandemic and border tiff with
China.

The report also suggested
that while India has the tech-
nology for production of many
APIs, the production cost
needs to be optimised to
match the global norms large-
ly by scaling up of operations.
“Towards this, common facil-
ities such as solvent recovery
plant, distillation plant, power
and steam units etc. should be
established in bulk drug
parks,” said the report “Active
Pharmaceutical Ingredients:
Status, Issues, Technology
“Readiness and Challenges” as
it dwelt in detail on the
strength and limitation as well
as emerging market scenario
in the sector.

In 2019, India imported
APIs worth %249 billion of
which around 169 billion
were from China itself, with
the imports increasing steadi-
ly from just 0.3 per cent in
1991 to the current 68 per
cent.

“Two-thirds of the total
imports of APIs and drug
Intermediates were from
China. Out of the 373 drugs in
the National List of Essential
Medicines (NLEM), around
200 are imported as APIS, that
too mostly from China. The
import value of bulk drugs and

drug intermediates from
China to India increased
around 23 per cent from 2016-
17 t0 2018-19,” said the report.

Despite a very strong base,
due to low-profit margins and
non-lucrative industry, domes-
tic pharmaceutical firms grad-
ually stopped manufacturing
APIs and started importing,
finding it a cheaper option
with increased profit margins
on drugs,

Dependence of India on
China for the imports of crit-
ical key starting materials
KSMs, intermediates and APIS
has increased over the period.
India also imports common
raw materials, solvents etc,
required for the production of
drugs, said the report.

All the drug Intermediates
are imported to India, of
which 58 molecules are exclu-
sively imported from China

The global pharmaceutical
market is USD 12 trillion with
API market of USD 1,822 bil-
lion.

The pharmaceutical
industry in India is third
largest in the world, in terms
of volume, behind China and
Italy and fourteenth largest in
terms of value.

The Indian industry has a

network of 3,000 drug com-
panies and about 10,500 man-
ufacturing units with Indian
domestic turnover reaching
%1.4 lakh crore (USD 20.03 bil-
lion in 2019, with exports to
more than 200 countries in the
world:

Identifying a list of APIs
which need to be taken up for
prioritized manufacturing, the
report compiled by scientists
and pharma experts said that
India needs a Mission mode
Chemical Engineering with
defined targets for uninter-
rupted synthesis of molecules
and to create mega drug man-
ufacturing clusters with com-
mon infrastructure.

“For those few APIS, for
which we don’t have
technology, early stage
research and development
support should be provided for
pilot development of APIs.

“At the same time, issues
related to land acquisition,
ease of doing business. envi-
ronmental clearance, taxation,
and R&D need to be resolved
while a single window clear-
ance system and priority
license renewal system for
companies manufacturing
APIS need to be established,”
said the report.

PM Modi is 100%
focused on building
his own image: Rahul

PNS B NEW DELHI

Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi on Thursday
once again targeted Prime
Minister Narendra Modi by
alleging that the latter was “100
percent focused on building his
own image” and did not have a
vision for the country that had
allowed China to take advantage.

“India’s captured institu-
tions are all busy doing this task.
One man’s image is not a sub-
stitute for a national vision,” he
tweeted along with his two-
minute video as part of his
ongoing series on different
issues.

Former Union Minister
Ajay Maken at a Press confer-
ence said since last one week,
PLA is not withdrawing from
the ‘depth areas’ as agreed in
four rounds meeting of corps-
commanders of India and
China.

NIT/CFTIs admission criteria relaxed
In view of rising corona cases

PNS B NEW DELHI

In a significant development,
the HRD Ministry on
Thursday announced a relax-
ation in the admission criteria
for NITs and Centrally-funded
technical institutions (CFTT) in
view of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic by doing away with the
requirement of minimum 75
per cent marks in Class 12
board exams.

“Due to prevailing cir-
cumstances, Central Seat
Allocation Board (CSAB) has
decided to relax the eligibility
criterion for admissions to
NITs and other centrally fund-
ed technical institutions,”
Union HRD Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ tweeted.

“JEE Main 2020 qualified
candidates will now only need
to obtain a passing certificate in
class XII examination irre-
spective of the marks obtained,”
he further said.

For admissions in NITs
and other CFTIs, apart from
qualifying the JEE-Main, the
eligibility was to secure a min-
imum of 75 per cent marks in
Class 12 board exams or rank
among the top 20 percentile in
their qualifying examinations.

Ministry holds maiden
Ind-SAT Test 2020

PNS B NEW DELHI

he Union HRD Ministry

has conducted the first-
ever Indian Scholastic
Assessment (Ind-SAT) Test
2020 under its ‘Study in India’
programme. Nearly 5,000 can-
didates from Nepal, Ethiopia,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Uganda,
Tanzania, Rwanda, Sri-Lanka,
Kenya, Zambia, Indonesia and
Mauritius appeared for the
exam conducted in the proc-

tored internet mode by the
National Testing Agency.

EdCIL (India) Limited, a
PSU under the MHRD and the
implementing agency of SII,
handled the registrations and
other aspects of the
examination.

Ind-SAT is an exam for
grant of scholarships and
admissions to foreign students
for studying in select Indian
universities under the Study in
India programme.

The Joint Entrance
Examination (JEE)-Mains,
which has been postponed
twice, will now be held from
September 1-6.

Nishank had earlier
announced that the eligibility
criterion for JEE (Advanced)
2020 qualified candidates are
being relaxed and a decision
has been taken in this regard by
the Joint Admission Board
(JAB). Several State Boards
have had to partially cancel

class 12 exams.

Due to the COVID-19
pandemic, the exams could
not be held as per the schedule
and the boards had to release
the result on the basis of a new
assessment scheme wherein
the average marks secured by
the students in the papers for
which the exam was held were
taken into consideration.
Students who wish to improve
their scores will be given a
chance later.

North-East regions have
Immense potential to
spur Indias growth: Modl

PNS B NEW DELHI

rime  Minister

Narendra Modi on
Thursday said India’s
north eastern region
has immense poten-
tial to become the
growth engine of the
country. He talked
about the potential of the
tourism industry in the region
and its development as a bam-
boo industry hub.

Regarding the massive
development works taken up
in Manipur, the Prime
Minister said that the Imphal
- Jiribam railways work is
going on with an allocation of
314,000 crore while 3,000
crore has been sanctioned for
the development of Imphal
International Airport.

Laying the foundation
stone of Manipur water sup-
ply project via video confer-
encing, the Prime Minister
said that it has been designed
to provide safe drinking water
to every household of the
State for the next 20-22 years

and lakhs of people will get
access to clean drinking water
and thousands of people will
get employment.

Modi said that the mantra
of peace, progress and pros-
perity is echoing in the
Northeast, and day by day my
faith is getting deeper because
peace is now being estab-
lished in the entire region.
“While blockades in Manipur
have become a part of histo-
ry and Assam has not wit-
nessed any violence for
decades.

In Tripura and Mizoram
too, youth have abandoned
the path of violence. Now
Bru-Reang refugees are mov-
ing towards a better life,” he
said.

Major reshuftle in TMC

organisational posts

SAUGAR SENGUPTA B KOLKATA

Within 48 hours of blowing
the poll bugle Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Thursday effected
a major reshuffle in the ruling
Trinamool Congress by infus-
ing a mix of experience, youth,
clean image and loyalty at the
organisational level.

North Bengal and
Jangalmahal in south-western
part of the State where the
TMC fared miserably— con-
ceding a large bulk of seats to
an emerging BJP in 2019
General elections — have
found special focus in the new
scheme of things.

Much in the line of the
BJP’s “Marg Darshan Mandli”
a good number of TMC old
guards who were functioning
as district presidents” have been
“elevated” as 'chairpersons' of
the respective district units —
a new designation with unspe-
cific political potency.

The rejig exercise was con-
ducted via a virtual meeting of

senior leaders from the State
and district, sources said.

Among the young leaders
are former India cricketer and
Bengal captain, Laxmi Ratan
Shukla the present Sports
Minister of Bengal. He has
been appointed the president of
Howrah city president remov-
ing powerful leader and
Minister Arup Roy.

MP and senior leader
Sudip Bandopadhyay who have
been elevated as the chairper-
son of the North Kolkata dis-
trict committee has also been
asked to continue as the party
president of the district until a
new appointee takes over.

While in South Kolkata
Debashis Kumar continues to
remain the party president
Nadia finds a new district
chief in vocal MP Mohua
Moitra.

The BJP has come up in a
big way in Nadia which like
North Bengal and Jangalmahal
has seen the entire former Left
leadership switching over to the
saffron ranks.

In North Bengal, promi-
nent civil society member and
former MP Arpita Ghosh has
been removed as the president
of South Dinajpur district
which went into the hands of
BJP in the parliamentary elec-
tions.

Further north Coochbehar
has seen a new face in Partho
Pratim Mitra replacing sea-
soned leader and Minister
Rabindra Nath Ghosh as the
district president. Similarly
Shyamal Santra, Swapan
Debnath and Jiten Tewari have
been made the district presi-
dents of Bankura, East and
West Burdwan districts while
Ajit Maity has been given
the charge in West Midnapore.

The rejig has also seen the
creation of a 7-member core
committee comprising power-
ful leaders Firhad Hakim,
Subhendu Adhikary and
Gautam Deb ministers, Kalyan
Banerjee and Abhishek
Banerjee MPs and Subroto
Bakshi a former MP and close
aide of the Chief Minister.

1,078 more test
positive in Kerala

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN M KOCHI

For the second day in suc-
cession, Kerala diagnosed
more than 1,000 persons
afflicted with Covid-19.
“Today also we have tested
higher number of patients
with covid-19. On Thursday,
1,078 persons were diagnosed
with Covid pandemic. The
disease claimed five lives
across the State during the last
24 hours,” said Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan in his media
briefing on Thursday. On
Wednesday, 1,038 persons
were found to be affected
with Covid-19.

Out of the 1,078 persons
tested positive for Covid-19
on Thursday, 798 were infect-
ed through contacts, said
Vijayan. He also said that
Thiruvananthapuram (222),
Kollam (106) and Ernakulam
(100) were the districts which
tested higher number of
patients.

The State has 16,110

Covid patients. Hospitals in
the State have 9,408 patients
undergoing treatment for the
pandemic. The day also saw
432 persons getting dis-
charged from the hospitals
after they were found to be
fully recovered.

The Chief Minister said
that the Council of Ministers
which met on Thursday
morning had asked the
Governor to cancel the one-
day session of the Legislative
Assembly called for next week.
“This is because of the unusu-
al situation prevailing in the
State and also due to the
advanced age of some mem-
bers of the legislative assem-
bly.

EP Jayarajan, the Minister
for industries and the second-
in-command to the Chief
Minister who briefed the
media after the cabinet meet-
ing in the morning blamed the
media for spreading fake and
false news about the Covid-19
situation in the State.

EC defers 8 bypolls as
Covid, flood unabated

PNS B NEW DELHI

ue to a huge surge in

transmission of coron-
avirus infections and deterio-
rating flood situation in sever-
al States, the Election
Commission (EC) on Thursday
announced the deferment of
by-polls to one Parliamentary
constituency and seven
Assembly seats that were
scheduled to be held by
September 7. Bye-elections are
due in 56 Assembly con-
stituencies and one parlia-
mentary seat. The remaining 49
bypolls are due after September
7.

The seats where the bypolls
have been put on hold till
September 7 are Valmiki Nagar
in Bihar, Sibsagar in Assam,
Thiruvottiyur and Gudiyattam
in Tamil Nadu, Agar in
Madhya Pradesh, Bulandshahr
and Tundla in Uttar Pradesh
and Chavara in Kerala. The EC
has clarified that in any case,
the deferring of eight by polls
is only up to September 7, 2020.
Seven of the bypolls had been
necessitated by the deaths of
the sitting legislators, while in
Tundla constituency in Uttar

Pradesh, the MLA was elected
to Parliament.

As per the electoral law, EC
has to hold bye-elections with-
in 180 days (six months) of a
seat falling vacant, another
official pointed out. The six-
month deadline to hold by-
elections in these eight seats
was ending on different dates
in July, August and September
respectively. When the EC
assessed the situation, it found
that it is difficult to adhere to
the six-month deadline in these
seats, and approached the
Union law ministry to defer the
polls, EC officials said.

The EC said that the
Commission has already taken
a decision to hold all bye-elec-
tions as per provisions of
Section 151A of the
Representation of People Act,
1951.

The Commission will be
taking up for discussion the
matter of timing of the bypolls
at its meeting to be held on
Friday.

Sources said that flood sit-
uation in Assam has deterio-
rated due to incessant rainfall.
Over 56.22 lakh population in
over 6,000 villages have been
affected in the state. Similarly,

Bihar, Tamil Nadu, Uttar
Pradesh, Kerala and Madhya
Pradesh where the bypolls were
due, witnessed huge surge in
the coronavirus infections,
making it difficult for author-
ities to engage poll duties and
conduct of election precedures.

The continuing coron-
avirus situation has cast a shad-
ow on the upcoming Assembly
polls in Bihar, widely consid-
ered the most important elec-
toral event in the country this
year.

Political parties had been
calling for deferment of the
polls in Bihar as many of the
opposition leaders in the state
have said that having elections
during the outbreak will put the
lives of people at risk. NDA ally
Chirag Paswan also in favour of
deferring the assembly polls in
the state due to coronavirus
infections that will be on peak
during elections in November-
December.

Apart from these seats, 24
seats in Madhya Pradesh are up
for by-elections due to Scindia’s
rebellion. As per Section 151-
A of the Representation of the
People’s Act, 1951, ECI will
conduct by-polls to 22 seats by
September 10.

Israeli team working with DRDO to
develop 30-second Covid test kit

New Delhi: In an effort to
jointly combat the novel coro-
navirus, Israel Thursday said it
will send to India on board a
special flight a research team
which has been working with
the Indian side to develop a
rapid testing kit for COVID-19
which can give a result within
30 seconds.

In the coming weeks,
Israel's ministries of foreign
affairs, defence and health will
lead an unprecedented anti-
COVID-19 cooperation oper-
ation between India and Israel,
an Israel Embassy statement
said.

A special planned flight
from Tel Aviv to New Delhi is
set to carry a high ranking
Israeli defence ministry
research and development
team which has been working
with India’s chief scientist K
VijayRaghavan and Defence
Research and Development
Organisation to develop rapid
testing for COVID-19 in under
30 seconds, it said.

Merging Israeli technology
with Indian development and
production capabilities aims to
allow a swift resumption of
normal life alongside the virus,
the Israeli Embassy said.

The flight will also bring
breakthrough emerging Israeli
technologies for combating
COVID-19, which have been
donated by Israel’s foreign
ministry and private sector
meant to bolster India’s
response to the outbreak.

“Finally, the plane will
deliver mechanical ventilators
which were given special per-
mission by the Government of
Israel for export to India,” the
statement said.

The past few years have
cemented the strategic rela-
tions between India and Israel
and have included two histor-
ical visits of the prime minis-
ters in Israel and in India, the
Embassy said.

Since the outbreak of the
global pandemic, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

and Prime Minister Narendra
Modi have held three tele-
phonic conversations in which
they promised mutual assis-
tance in dealing with the virus
a n d
committed to joint techno-
logical and scientific research
between the countries, the
statement said.

Noting that India is cur-
rently facing over one million
COVID-19 positive cases, the
Israeli side said India seeks to
integrate advanced technolo-
gies in its hospitals as they pre-
pare to treat massive waves of
COVID-19 patients on an
Indian scale.

The Israeli companies
chosen by the three ministries
to be sent to India are poten-
tially given unique access to
one of the largest economies in
the world to provide moni-
toring and treatment tech-
nologies while significantly
reducing contact between
patients and medical staff, the
statement said. PTI

Crucial time for Vijayan as NIA
begins questioning ex-Secy

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN M KOCHI

he National Investigating

Agency, probing the gold
smuggling through diplomatic
route in Thiruvananthapuram
airport, on Thursday started
questioning M Sivsankar, the
suspended principal secretary of
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan.

Sivsankar reached the
Police Club in capital city where
a team of NIA sleuths were wait-
ing for him. The session
between the IAS officer and the

NIA officials were progressing
even at the time of going to
Press.

It is after ten days of metic-
ulous planning that the NIA
team summoned Sivsankar. Last
week saw Sivsankar, an official
close to Vijayan being subject-
ed to a marathon grilling by the
Customs  officials  at
Thiruvananthapuram which
lasted for more than nine hours.

The NIA had interrogated
Sarith, Swapna Suresh and
Sandeep Nair for many days

before they took the decision to
summon Sivsankar. Though
the Customs and NIA officials
remained incommunicado till
date about the entire case, it is
reported that they got valuable
information linking the IAS
officer with the trio in the
smuggling operation.

The day began with news
that Mohammed Yousuf, the
Commissioner of Customs,
issued an order transferring six
superintendents and two
inspectors probing the case.

Virus claims 88 lives in TN

KUMAR CHELLAPPAN B CHENNAI

Hopes of any kind of respite from the coronavirus pandemic
remained elusive in Tamil Nadu as 88 persons succumbed to
Covid-19 in the last 24 hours while 6,472 new persons tested pos-

itive on Thursday.

A release by the Government of Tamil Nadu said the num-
ber of active patients in the city reached 52,939 by Thursday evening
while the total number of covid-19 cases diagnosed till date crossed

the 1.92 lakh.

With Thursday’s 88 death, the fatalities in the State reached
3,232. The only news that offered some relied was in the number
of patients getting cured and discharged from hospitals-5,210.

What was Thursday’s cause of concern was the hike in the num-
ber of persons diagnosed with the pandemic in Chennai and the
three neighbouring districts. Despite the claims by the Government
officials that the number of patients in Chennai were coming down,
the Metropolis tested 1,336 Covid cases on Thursday.

Pak Army shells areas
along LoC in Baramulla

MOHIT KANDHARI ® JAMMU

The Pakistan Army on
Thursday activated several
sectors along the line of control
(LoC) in Jammu & Kashmir and
targeted civilian pockets in
Poonch and Naugam sector of
Baramulla district.

In response, the Indian
Army hit back strongly and gave
them a befitting reply.

Official sources on ground
zero claimed, “for the last couple

of days tha Pakistan Army is aim-
ing at upping the ante and des-
perately trying to push small
batches of infiltrators inside the
Indian territory”. These sources
claimed, “the handlers of various
terror outfits sitting across the
LoC are desperate to send fresh
batches of terrorists to execute
their sinister plot of targeting
security forces and vital installa-
tions during the first anniversary
of Abrogation of Article 370
and reorganisation of the erst-

while state of Jammu & Kashmir
on August 5”.

To foil their nefarious designs
the foot soldiers of the Indian
army are maintaining a tight vigil.

Official sources said, “In the
Poonch sector, the Pakistan
Army is repeatedly targeting
several civilian pockets to disturb
peace in the region and trigger
unrest among the local popula-
tion”. Five civilians have lost
their lives in two recent incidents
of ceasefire violations in Poonch.
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This round to Pilot

SC says disqualification can’t be based on dissent, asks why
Speaker approached court when he should be neutral

Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot may have

been a tad too offensive in seeking the court’s

intervention to deter his one-time deputy Sachin
Pilot from challenging the disqualification notice sent
to him and his loyalist MLAs under the anti-defec-
tion law. But the Supreme Court firmly underlined what
democracy is, the kind Gehlot has been claiming to
defend, and what constitutional processes are.
*Assume a leader has lost the faith of persons. While
remaining in the party, they cannot be disqualified.
Then this will become a tool and no one can raise
their voice. The voice of dissent in a democracy can-
not be suppressed like this,” said Justice AK Mishra as the top court refused to stop
a High Court verdict on a petition by 19 rebel Congress MLAs, challenging their dis-
qualification notices. Clearly, the court laid down the thin line between the democratic
right to dissent, that is healthy for building participatory dialogue and one which deserves
a listen, and an ego-driven revolt. And it went with Pilot’s defence that the notices were
an attempt to curb “freedom of speech.” For the last few days, the Pilot camp has been
challenging the showcause saying the House was not in session and they hadn’t done
or said anything to indicate they were parting ways with the Congress. Both Gehlot
and Pilot camps have been seeking refuge in the interpretation of clause 2(1)(a) of the
10th Schedule of the Constitution. Going by the several Supreme Court judgments in
the matter, it could be said that any anti-party activity was tantamount to voluntarily
giving up the membership of the party. Gehlot has been building evidence of Pilot's
breakaway moves since, like parading MLAs claiming bribery offers and releasing alleged
tapes of senior BJP leaders coaxing rebels, to justify this argument. But Team Pilot argues
that the clause cannot be overstretched to disallow the right to express one’s opinion.
Rajasthan Speaker GP Joshi, who served the notices last week, had argued that the
rebels cannot petition the High Court before he took action. And that as a constitution-
al authority, he had the right to do so even when the House was not in session as the
rebels had skipped two meetings of the legislature party. In fact, anticipating an adverse
verdict, Joshi moved the Supreme Court even before the High Court could declare its
ruling on the Pilot camp’s plea. The Supreme Court even took note of this impatience
to latch on to power. The court asked, “It is the matter of just one day. Why can’t you
wait?” And reminding the Speaker of his constitutional role, the judges asked why he,
as a neutral person, should approach the court at all in a pre-emptive manner or appear
partisan? The Supreme Court can anyway hear appeals against High Court rulings but
why did the Speaker assume that the latter would be favourable to the rebels? This
presumptive tactic might just impact all the other moves of Gehlot. So far, in a bid to
save his Government, he has been aggressively taking on the BJP for another version
of “Operation Lotus” and poaching a discontented and maladjusted Pilot. He even wrote
to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, alleging the BJP’s attempts to dislodge his Government,
naming Union Minister Gajendra Singh Shekhawat and making Modi himself complic-
it in the goings-on in his party. But his adventurism on the rule of law has betrayed the
maturity and astuteness with which he acted before the BJP could move in, herding
legislators, furnishing numbers to the Governor and gathering evidence against Pilot.
Getting the Speaker to defend the disqualification notices has clearly backfired and exposed
his anxieties. Gehlot claims he has 106 MLASs on his side, still a narrow lead in a 200-
member Assembly. If the High Court disqualifies Pilot and his 18 MLAs, the majority
mark of 101 will come down and Gehlot will be safely home. If not, the rebel MLAs
can vote against his Government and narrow the margins.

As Gehlot continues to prepare a back-up plan and publicly deride Pilot, it would
have been better if he had accommodated him as shrewdly and continued his chief
ministership. Now, it looks like he is the one impatient instead of Pilot. The younger
Congressman and once an acolyte of the Gandhi scions cannot look back either as he
has waded deep into the contest. He is drawing political sustenance from the grass-
roots where he has worked for the last six years or so. The Gujjars of three States —
Rajasthan, Haryana and Uttar Pradesh — has amassed behind him just like they did
for his father Rajesh Pilot. This means a sizeable votebank that could make Pilot attrac-
tive to the BJP The fact that he changed his plea in the High Court and made the Centre
a party to it is some indication that he will gravitate to the other polarity. That’s the sad
part, the assumption that Congress’ breakaways, most of them talented with fresh ideas,
will do better in the BJP than in the party that they had volunteered for. The example of
Himanta Biswa Sarma in the Northeast shows that the BJP is consolidating with ex-
Congress talent. Old Congresswallahs may say the young are pesky and impatient but
the crossovers have meant that the Congress has lost Goa, Manipur, Uttarakhand,
Arunachal, Madhya Pradesh and Karnataka. Is Gehlot’s ego turf worth it?

The Rafale arrives

India’s long tradition of French fighter jets continues. The
game-changer aircraft will boost our capabilities
|n 1953, newly independent and democratic India

placed a large order for fighter jets. The contract

didn’t go to the British. Instead, India ordered 70
Dassault Ouragan aircraft from France and a strange
love affair developed between Indian fighter jocks and
French jets. Over 140 Ouragans served the Indian Air
Force (IAF) before they were replaced by Dassault
Mystere IV aircraft of which India operated over 100.
The latter distinguished itself admirably in the 1965
war with our unfriendly western neighbour. While India
did not operate the legendary Dassault Mirage Il and
Mirage 5, which acquitted themselves with distinc-
tion over the skies of the Sinai peninsula during the two Arab-Israeli conflicts, we did
order a small number of the Mirage 2000 aircraft. It quickly became a frontline fighter
for us and played a critical role during the Kargil war. It even delivered the weaponry
that destroyed a terrorist hideout in Balakot early last year. And now, India will start
receiving the next generation of French fighting prowess, the Rafale.

The Rafale is a dramatic step up for the IAF. With its supreme weaponry and elec-
tronic warfare capabilities, it is far superior to anything that either of the troublesome
twosome on India’s eastern and western border have. It is an expensive plane and an
initial planned order for 126 aircraft has been peeled back to 36. It is but certain that
a follow-up order will be placed soon. However, India would do well to remember the
acquisition problems it has faced in the past. With the Mirage 2000 and the Boeing C-
17 Globemaster, a heavy lift logistics aircraft, India dithered with making its follow-up
orders. Both aircraft had seen their production lines close and India was left twiddling
its thumbs. We cannot afford to vacillate like this with acquisitions again as the previ-
ous UPA administration hesitated for years over military hardware acquisition. As a result,
it left gaping holes in India’s security apparatus, which are only being patched up today.
The Rafale is a great new addition to the IAF and will give India an edge both in weapons
delivery and air-to-air combat. But they cannot come fast enough. However, India must
not give in to knee-jerk reactions. Instead, we must plan out a thorough acquisition
strategy with more domestic manufacturing, which will not only help the local econo-
my but also develop India’s military-industrial potential. The events of the past few months
have taught us that we cannot trust the Chinese, particularly its President. We have to
be prepared for the worst. The Rafales will help.
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Farewell, my Queen

The Boeing 747 is being withdrawn from passenger service. It changed aircraft
design, made flying affordable and pushed airports to improve their facilities

A

KUSHAN MITRA

he British Airways’

announcement that it is

going to retire its fleet of

Boeing 747s from commer-

cial passenger services hit
many aviation fans pretty hard. I have
probably flown more passenger miles
in the British Airways’ 747 aircraft than
on any other airline. In the past few
months, two other iconic operators of
the Boeing 747, Australian airline
Qantas and Dutch airline KLM, also
announced that they flew their last
jumbo flights. In the last couple of years
— thanks to the emergence of more
point-to-point flying, higher frequen-
cy and the sheer efficiency of modern
twin-jet aircraft like the Boeing 787 and
Airbus A350 — more and more 747s
are being retired across the world.

Air India withdrew the jumbo
flight’s operations a couple of years ago
but has been using it for some Haj and
Ummah-related duties. Most other
American, Asian and European oper-
ators have retired the plane from ser-
vice. However, there are exceptions like
Air China, Lufthansa and Korean Air,
which operate the newer 747-8 variant,
and a couple of other airlines such as
Thai Airways that operates the older
747-400. In fact, my last 747 flight was
unexpectedly on the Thai Airways from
New Delhi to Bangkok and back last
year in October.

The global aviation industry is in
ameltdown after the Wuhan virus laid
waste to the global economy. Global avi-
ation was a primary vector in the spread
of the virus and many nations sealed
their land borders. Others like India
banned all flight operations though lim-
ited repatriation flights are still being
carried out.

Many airlines have read the writ-
ing on the wall and they understand that
even if a solution, such as a vaccine to
this accursed pestilence is found, traf-
fic will not recover for months, may be
even years. The Boeing 747 is too large
an aircraft for reduced traffic. This
means higher operating costs. As for
Airbus A380, airlines are quickly retir-
ing these aircraft, too. Air France, the
airline of the nation where the A380 is
put together, just retired all of its
Airbus A380 fleet, the youngest being
adecade-old. Airlines will tell you that
it is cheaper to fly two Boeing 787
Dreamliners than a single 747 or
Airbus A380.

While cargo variants of the 747 are
still flying in great numbers, both
those built at the Boeing factory outside
Seattle, Washington, and those planes
converted from passenger operations to
freight, have halted operations. After all,
the 747 was initially conceived as a cargo
plane and the iconic “hump” on the air-

PM Modi is 100 per cent
focussed on building his
image. India’s captured institu-
tions are busy doing this task. -
One man’s image is not a sub-
stitute for a national vision.

Congress leader
—Rahul Gandhi

Actor
* —Sushmita Sen i'
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craft was there to allow the nose
to be lifted up for the cargo to be
loaded. Cargo operations with
the 747 are likely to continue for
many, many years because there
is no direct replacement for it. In
fact, most international air cargo
operators still follow a “hub and
spoke” model for cargo travelling
between major airports.

The last convoy carrying
fuselage and wing sections of the
A380 has reached the final
assembly line in Toulouse and the
aircraft will be completed in a
couple of months. Even then, the
single largest operator of the
A380 aircraft, the Dubai-based
Emirates Airline, is retiring its
oldest twin-deck behemoths. But
it is ironic that the Boeing 747,
which undertook its maiden
flight in 1969, would have signif-
icantly outlived the Airbus A380,
a plane built with typical
European arrogance to one-up
the US. The A380 is undoubted-
ly an amazing engineering and
technological achievement unlike
the Boeing plane, but is an
unmitigated commercial disaster.

The Airbus A380 line will
close soon as the last nine planes
are prepared for delivery. In the
15 years since the factory opened
its doors, a mere 251 entered
commercial service. Boeing is
expected to close its 747 lines in
2022, with 16 aircraft (all cargo
variants) remaining to be deliv-
ered. Around 1,558 planes have
already been delivered since
1970. And while the current
options such as the 747-8 have lit-

tle in common with the earliest
model —100 and 200 variants —
just one look, and you know that
it is 747.1 think (I do not believe
that I am alone here) this is the
single most important reason that
the 747 is seared into our mem-
ories; it looked unique when it
was first flown and it still does
with the hump at the front and
its sharply swept wings.

There was an aesthetic beau-
ty in the 747, which the A380
simply does not have. The latter
is functional but not pretty. Truth
be told, I rarely got to fly in 7475
of late, the move to withdraw it
from service across the world
having begun in the early 2010s.
Of course, those two flights to
Thailand were a pleasant sur-
prise, a couple of British Airways
flights across the “pond” stuck in
amiddle seat less enjoyable. But
I did experience that ultimate joy
of an aviation fan. I have flown
on the upper deck of a 747, which
is one of the single most fun
things one can do.

The last time I did that was
on a British Airways evening ser-
vice from Chicago O’'Hare to
London Heathrow. As far as my
memory goes, I think I just slept
throughout that flight. T never
knew it was going to be the last
time. Even as global air travel
boomed during the past decade,
a lot of that was due to the rise
oflow-cost airlines, hopping and
skipping around the world with
their gigantic fleets of Airbus
A320 and Boeing 737 aircraft.

While it will be interesting to

see what happens to these air-
lines, even Indian ones, in the
aftermath of the Chinese conta-
gion, international air travel, too,
has changed. In no small part,
thanks to the emergence of more
point-to-point flying and ultra-
long-haul flights.

A decade ago, a non-stop
flight to and fro from India to the
US was just about possible with
a load of penalties. Today’s
Boeing 777 and 787s and Airbus’
A350 can make the crossing
with a full load in just 16 hours.
Imagine travelling from New
Delhi to San Francisco in the
1970s and 1980s when the 747
had just begun service. An Air
India or Pan American 747
would have taken you to New
YorKk’s JEK after stopping at least
two-three times. You would have
to change planes at JFK and then
make the cross-country hop
across the US, may be with
another stop or two. Travel time
with stop-overs may have been
around two days.

Before the pandemic started,
both Air India and United
Airlines had non-stop services
between the two cities, 15 hours
from take-off to touchdown.
Sure, that might seem like a lot
of time without any “fresh air” but
there was no need to walk bleary-
eyed with screaming children
across a strange airport, dealing
with security and waiting for
hours through weather delays
and the risk of lost baggage,
thanks to the multiple connec-
tions. But without the Boeing

SOUNDBITE

. There’s the knowing smile. Not
: because | know things for

¢ sure...but mostly because | am
i at peace with the idea of not

¢ knowing...what’s important will
: reveal itself at the right time...

: The Trump administration
: has maintained close contact ¢
: and tremendous cooperation

¢ with India on the
: latest Chinese border
: aggression.

" —Ken Juster

US Ambassador to India

. If you take racism and dis-

: crimination in the world, one
¢ of the most important things
: is to teach your children his-
: tory as it should be and not
: the sanitised version of it.

Former Sri Lanka captain
* —Kumar Sangakkara

747, none of this would have hap-
pened. The 747 made large-
scale international commercial
travel viable; it democratised
travel in a way that was previous-
ly unimaginable. It is because of
the Boeing 747 that there was a
huge wave of migration of engi-
neers and doctors out of India in
the 1970s and 1980s.

The 747 made flying afford-
able; it made global airports
improve their facilities, jetbridges
that connect planes to the termi-
nal became a standard feature at
airports as did massive automat-
ed baggage handling. Airports
built bigger runways and larger
infrastructure to cater to the
masses that a single jumbo jet
brought in. The 747 changed air-
craft design; the high-bypass
turbofan engines developed for
it transformed aviation. It led to
the development of the trijets
Douglas DC-10 and Lockheed L-
1011 Tristar by rival companies.

It is the development of the
high bypass turbofan, which lit-
erally sips fuel compared to older
engines, that led to the creation
of all modern planes such as the
Boeing 777, which has the largest
engine in commercial service.
The 747 was the “Queen” and the
world of aviation comprised its
subjects. Even though fewer and
fewer 747s remain in the skies
ferrying passengers, the legacy of
the Boeing 747 is one that will
continue for a long time to
come.

(The writer is Managing
Editor, The Pioneer)

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Some succour

Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial, “A glimmer of hope” (July
22). The news that early stage
clinical trials of the Oxford
University COVID-19 vaccine
have proved that it is safe and
induces an immune response
gives the world hope at a time
when we are facing one of the
deadliest pandemics in history.

Though more tests have to
be done before it is made avail-
able for the public, there is hope
for mankind even as the pan-
demic has already claimed more
than six lakh lives and infected
millions of people around the
globe. Many other nations,
including India, are also on the
path of developing a vaccine.
There is something to rejoice as
the Serum Institute of India, one
of the premium immunobiolog-
ical drugs manufacturers of the

T

Oxford vaccine promising b

his refers to the editorial, “A glimmer of hope” (July
22). With 15 million cases and six lakh deaths glob-
ally, biomedical companies are under tremendous
pressure to deliver a safe and effective vaccine for
Coronavirus. While the outbreak is peaking by the day,
a silver lining on the horizon is also flashing. A new vac-
cine development technology — RNA vaccine, also
known as mRNA — is emerging as the front-runner to
alleviate mankind’s COVID-19-inflicted miseries. The
three leading vaccines by Oxford — AstraZeneca, Pfizer-
BioNTech and Moderna — are mRNA based and are
also in the final phase of trials. The technology, capa-
ble of faster rollout at affordable prices, is versatile and
promising. It is known to produce safe and long-last-
ing immune response in addition to better management
of a class of white blood cells called T-cells. White cells,
as we all know, help the body get rid of infected cells.
That two dozen of the 150 vaccinations are mRNA dri-
ven is not surprising. All the three front-running vac-
cines score high on “dual immune response” compris-
ing antibodies and T-cells.
Though some euphoria is justified, yet we must
understand that vaccine development is a lengthy and
painful process. Even the vast amount of data from clin-
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ical trials is unable to justify the hypothesis the biomed-
ical community has set out to prove. The durability of
the immune response system as also the longevity of
the regenerated T-cells together are concern areas. The
universal safety of vaccines across age groups remains
worrisome as representation of the vulnerable groups
in the clinical trials is said to be limited. While the need
for a safe and effective vaccine is given, expediency can-
not override quality. Being optimist is good but being
one with caution is better.

SK Prabhakar
Gurugram

country, has entered into a man-

ufacturing partnership with
AstraZeneca once the vaccine
trial is successful.

The human trials will be
done in August and a con-
firmed analysis will be possible
by October/November, accord-
ing to the firm. If everything

goes well, the vaccine will be
ready by December. Let us hope
this vaccine and others, that are
also being tested, put an end to
the mental and physical misery
of the people.
M Pradyu
Kannur

Futile exercise

Sir — This refers to the article,
“Leave Lutyens alone” (July 21)
by Yashovardhan Azad. The
writer is right to raise alarm over
the Government’s plan to

restructure the Lutyens’ zone.

Parts of this area have main-
tained a distinctive architectur-
al heritage and urban character.
The razing of buildings from the
Rashtrapati Bhawan to India
Gate will rob the Lutyens area of
its beauty.

Instead of getting a facelift,
the large open spaces may get
obliterated. Many beautiful build-
ings in the Lutyens zone add
grace and charm to the city. One
tinds it difficult to understand as
to why such a restructuring is
required at places which are
brimming with charm and beau-
ty. The Government should
instead focus its energy on rede-
veloping and beautifying the old
city of Delhi and also perking up
the economy.

Devendra Khurana
Bhopal

Adapt to changes

Sir — The pandemic has led to
several changes. But the judicial
system has found it difficult to
adapt to changing times. In
fact, the pandemic has only
made matters worse for our
courts. Piled up cases, outdated
laws, lengthy legal proceedings
and the lack of legal reforms are
some of the things that demand
immediate attention.

Rati Jain

Via email

Send your feedback to:
letterstopioneer@gmail.com
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India can exit
fiscal tight spot

For this to happen, GDP growth and the
economy have to be treated and run like a
corporate house, hungry and lean

-

[
—

KUMARDEEP BANERJEE

rime Minister Narendra Modi and top Cabinet Ministers have
Pspent the last fortnight talking to numerous stakeholders and

potential investors across the globe and at various fora, try-
ing to convince them that India has lifted the shutters and is ready
for business. Nitin Gadkari, Union Minister for Road Transport &
Highways and MSMEs, has talked about potential opportunities for
investors on the Delhi-Mumbai, Delhi- Meerut highway corridors,
the linked and now commercially-available waterways and has gone
on record to promise daily, weekly and monthly returns from invest-
ments in India’s infrastructure. Similarly, Minister of Communications,
Electronics and Information Technology Ravi Shankar Prasad has
announced an ambitious production-linked incentive scheme for
large-scale electronics manufacturing firms, with potential finan-
cial incentives and sharp focus on high-value, globally-produced
components of mobile phones and air conditioners.

Modi himself, at multiple fora and one-on-one conversations
with top GEOs, has made a strong pitch for refuelling India with
upgraded, long-term investments for a brighter future for enterpris-
es and the global world order. Much of this effort has been made
to keep the money coming in for Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, who has been trying to find alternate sources of rev-
enue during one of the biggest economic slowdowns India has seen
in recent memory and to ensure that the State fulfils its commit-
ment of providing basic amenities like food and medical care to a
large section of the population. These efforts are the need of the
hour for India, which is faced with the dual challenges of a raging
pandemic and military/economic ambush from an aggressive neigh-
bour, China. And there is still a large track left to be covered to become
a larger than $5 trillion economy in a very short period.

So, what can be done? To begin with, GDP growth and the
economy have to be treated and run like a corporate house, hun-
gry and lean. Some may argue that it could lead to overlooking the
welfare of a vast majority of the population. In a democracy, this
could lead to uncomfortable questions in Parliament at a time when
elections in some States are around the corner. While | won’t com-
ment on the latter part of the argument regarding the politics behind
stalling growth projects, the fact remains that there are many enter-
prises and cooperatives around the world where sustainable devel-
opment of employees has gone hand in hand with healthy busi-
ness growth.

To take an example, the Government has access to a vast
amount of cash. It can very well enter into minority shareholding
or profit-sharing arrangements with private fund managers and sov-
ereign wealth creators, who can be tasked with bringing in high-
value returns in a relatively short span of time. Of course, the chal-
lenge would be to put the perfect agreement papers in place, as
too tight controls on managerial capacity could lead to efficient fund
managers losing interest. On the other hand, too less control and
the Government could be pulled up for corruption and collusion
with wrong parties.

Second, the Government can again, by strategic choice, pick
up a bunch of real estate and infrastructure projects stalled across
the country due to lack of funds or slowing demand (even before
the COVID-19 crisis began). The Government’s track record of tak-
ing up construction has been much below market standards but
it can make a fresh start by bringing world-class builders and infra-
structure specialists on board. A leading example of bringing effi-
ciency by smart partnering and teamwork is Delhi Metro, where
both the Central and State Governments have an equal ownership
but the money to build the 489-kilometre suburban railway network
has come from Japan. The corporation thus formed runs with 10
nominees from the State and Central Government and eight (includ-
ing the Managing Director) full-time Directors. What it ensures is
equal say for most stakeholders and also brings the necessary
momentum behind the wheels to tunnel through the toughest and
most congested lanes of Delhi.

In a similar approach, Smart City, a pet project of the Government
that is in tune with Digital India, can be broken into smaller self-
sustaining, futuristic enterprises with an independent Board of
Directors, equal nominees from the Union and State Government-
concerned and a full time professional CEQ (with a competitive salary
to begin with). This team of approximately 20 people will have the
task of converting an available chunk of land and its civic ameni-
ties into a global, high-tech piece of excellence, while empowered
to raise funds for itself.

Modi has often been praised for his respect for the bureau-
cracy and bringing in the right talent for implementing projects on
amission mode. If he and his talented team put their mind to con-
verting Smart City projects into globally-marketed profitable ven-
tures in a relatively short span of time, it could be a game chang-
er. It could help the country to come out of the current economic
crisis and turn it into one of the biggest opportunities for the nation.

(The writer is a policy analyst)

ATTEMPTS ARE BEING MADE TO DESTABILISE ELECTED

GOVERNMENTS. | DON’T KNOW TO WHAT EXTENT YOU -

ARE AWARE OF ALL THIS OR YOU ARE BEING MISLED. - \
—RAJASTHAN CHIEF MINISTER f
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ASHOK GEHLOT IRR

IT IS CLEAR FROM THE LETTER OF THE CM TO THE PM
THAT HE HAS LOST THE CONFIDENCE OF HIS MLAs AND
HIS GOVERNMENT IS IN MINORITY.

—RAJASTHAN BJP CHIEF

SATISH POONIA

DI through front door

The Govt must allow 100 per cent FDI in retail as this will level the playing field for all,
eliminate discretion of bureaucrats whose writ 1s all-pervasive and help small traders

P

L

UTTAM GUPTA

giant, Facebook, announced its decision to :

buy 9.99 per cent stake in Jio Platforms :
Limited (JPL) paying more than 43,450 crore. JPL :
is a 100 per cent subsidiary of Reliance Industries :
Limited (RIL) and has in its fold a wide spectrum :
of businesses such as wireless broadband, home :
broadband, enterprise broadband, narrowband, :
internet-of-things businesses, a bouquet of digital :

On April 22, the California-based US internet

applications, e-commerce and so on.

This was followed by a flurry of investments with :
big names such as General Atlantic, Silver Lake, :
Qualcomm, Intel, Vista, Google and so on, bring- :
ing in cumulative investment of over ¥1,00,000 crore, :
taking the total to ¥1,50,000 crore. In lieu of this cap- :
ital, they get aggregate shareholding of 30 per cent :
or 5,000 crore for every one per cent, thus valuing :

the company at a whopping ¥5,00,000 crore.

Even as foreign investors see value in every seg-
ment of the business on this platform, at the centre :
stage is e-commerce, which is being powered by :
JioMart commerce platform — a unit of JPL. In fact, :
Facebook has come in primarily with an eye on tap- :
ping opportunities in this area and signed a com- :
prehensive agreement with JPL to exploit synergies :

: GOVERNMENT HAS

between the two conglomerates.

The duo intend to offer technology-enabled :
wherewithal to enable consumers access neighbour- :
hood stores and have products delivered at their :
doorsteps. About 30 million of these stores will be :
empowered to digitally transact with every customer :
in their neighbourhood (over 400 million-strong :
Indian database of WhatsApp — a 100 per cent sub- :
sidiary of Facebook — will come in handy). :
JioMoney — RILs payment platform — will be inte- :
grated into the JioMart venture to facilitate hassle- :
free seamless payment for transactions. The model :
operated by Reliance under JioMart is a combina- :
tion of online and offline retail. Apart from Reliance :
Retail Limited (RRL), which has thousands of retail :
stores spread all over India and gets hooked on to :
the Jio platform, it will be serving tens of millions :
- RIDING PIGGYBACK :
dling, procurement, storage, payment, delivery :
and so on. Since all of this will be powered by a dig- :
ital eco-system, the model is a hybrid of online and :

of neighbourhood stores in a variety of ways viz. han-

offline.

Investment (FDI), with Facebook alone having

pumped 43,450 crore into JioMart. But this is out :
of sync with the extant policy in regard to FDI in :
retail. For the purpose of FDI, unlike the interna- :
tional practice where retail is treated as a single :
homogenous sector without any distinction, the :
Indian Government has divided retail into several :
classes. In India, we have Single-Brand Retail :
(SBR) and Multi-Brand Retail (MBR) and there are :
sub-categories within each. Here, we deal with MBR

or retail — as it is known in common parlance.

Within MBR, there is the “physical” format or
offline, which takes two forms: The euphoric :
mom-and-pop stores, also nicknamed neighbour- :
hood stores, and organised retail. Then, we have the :
online format, which has two sub-categories, the :
marketplace model and the inventory-based model. :

In the physical format, as per a policy approved :
by the then UPA dispensation in 2012, as much as :
51 per cent FDI is allowed but with a plethora of rid- :
ers such as 30 per cent local sourcing, minimum :
investment of $100 million and prior approval of the :
State where the retail shop is to be set up. In 2016- :

LOOKING AT WHAT

PERMITTING FDI'IN :

Two things are abundantly clear: Reliance :
Industries is deeply entrenched in Indian retail — :
already through RRL and now increasing its foot- :
print exponentially through the Jio Platform. It is :
getting a massive injection of Foreign Direct :

IS HAPPENING ON
GROUND ZERQ, IT :
IS ABUNDANTLY :
CLEAR THAT

THE MODI :

NO OBJECTION TO

¢ 17, an unprecedented 100 per cent FDI in
ONLINE RETAIL

i food retail was allowed, subject to the for-

AND EVEN IN : eign retailer selling items which are
OFFLINE RETAIL : sourced only from Indian farmers and
(ALBEIT WITHOUT processed locally. Besides, 25 per cent of
ANY RIDERS) AS : investment should be in agri-infrastruc-
AMPLY : turelike irrigation, farm machinery/imple-
DEMONSTRATED : ments and so on. In the online format, as
BY THE : Per guidelines issued in early 2016, (Press
TREATMENT i Note 3) 100 per cent FDI is allowed under

i the so-called marketplace model. The

METED OUT TO ¢ marketplace is a platform where vendors
AMAZON/FLIPKART ¢ sell their products to consumers even as
EARLIER AND NOW : its owner merely acts as a facilitator. The

TO FACEBOOK

marketplace owner provides services
such as booking orders, raising invoices,

ON RIL. WHY : arranging delivery, accepting payments,
SHOULD IT BE : handling rejections, warehousing and so
ALLOWED TO : ©on- But, s/he can't hold inventory and
HAPPEN IN A : undertake direct selling.
VAGUE AND hThe pirmilssion forbl 00 per cent FDI
¢ in the marketplace is subject to two main
CONVOLUTED : riders, that isp“the entit)Jr cannot permit
MANNER? WHY ¢ more than 25 per cent of total sales on its
SHOULD THE : platform from one vendor or its group
POLICY NOT BE : companies. Further, it can' directly or indi-
CLEAR-CUT AND : rectly influence the sale price” Sans any
TRANSPARENT? : specification as to “who the vendor is’, a

: firm linked to the marketplace (either its

” subsidiary or a Joint Venture with an

Indian company) is eligible.

Thus, contrary to the real intent of the
i policy, which disallowed the market-
i place owner from direct selling to individ-
i ual consumers, the fine print permitted
: them to do so — albeit by its subsidiary
¢ or JV. This is precisely what e-commerce
i majors such as Amazon and
. Flipkart/Walmart have been doing even
i though they came in as marketplace oper-
i ators. They are operating as direct sellers,
i controlling inventory, giving discounts and
¢ soon.
: A clarification to Press Note 3 issued
i on December 26, 2018 has not material-
i ly altered the position on ground zero. It
i says “the owner of the marketplace or its
: subsidiary or its JV with Indian compa-

ny can’t have ownership of the seller”
Further, “a seller/firm on the platform can't
source more than 25 per cent of its inven-
tory from a firm connected with the lat-
ter” The marketplace owner can get
around both. First, by having less than 50
per cent shareholding in the seller firm and
argue, he has no control (albeit majority)
over the latter and second through the
wholesale arm continuing supplies to the
seller but within the 25 per cent thresh-
old.

The clarification has not deterred their
hold over Indian retail; they are dominant
sellers themselves, giving little space to mil-
lions of small vendors for whose benefit
this unique policy dispensation of the mar-
ketplace was designed. Disingenuous
bureaucrats allowed them to do so by
crafting policy architecture to suit them.

The small vendors, through their
umbrella organisations such as All India
Online Vendors Association (AIOVA),
Retailers Association of India (RAI),
Delhi Vyapar Mahasangh (DVM) and so
on, have petitioned judicial authorities at
various levels seeking action against
Amazon/Flipkart for violation of FDI
norms and indulging in unfair practices
but have not got any relief. The sole rea-
son is that the courts go by the fine print
which suits these giants.

Unlike the marketplaces of foreign e-
commerce majors, JioMart commerce
platform floated by RIL holds the poten-
tial of giving a boost to the small vendors,
but even this may not gel with the extant
policy framework. Even as the main
thrust of the policy is on “complete pro-
hibition of FDI in direct selling to indi-
vidual consumers”, JioMart, which is
deeply entrenched in direct sales, has
received investment from Facebook — a
foreign company.

Like Amazon et al, Reliance/Facebook
may get around by citing that foreign
shareholding in the seller firm is less than
50 per cent or a wholesaler linked to

JioMart owner Reliance/Facebook will
keep its supplies to the vendor within the
25 per cent threshold. Or they may carve
out a separate entity entirely for food retail
where 100 per cent FDI is allowed. This
way, the two would be able to demonstrate
that they are not violating the rule book.
But this is not the way to go.

Looking at what is happening on
ground zero, it is abundantly clear that the
Modi Government has no objection to
permitting FDI in online retail and even
in offline retail (albeit without any riders)
as amply demonstrated by the treatment
meted out to Amazon/Flipkart earlier and
now to Facebook riding piggyback on RIL.
If that be so, then why allow it to happen
in a vague and convoluted manner? Why
should the policy not be clear-cut and
transparent? Why should FDI not be
allowed through the front door?

The Government should shun the
marketplace model. It should allow 100
per cent FDI in retail in both online and
offline without any riders (the special cat-
egories such as 100 per cent FDI in food
retail should go). This will level the play-
ing field for all, online vs offline, food retail
vs non-food, marketplace vs inventory and
so on and eliminate discretion of bureau-
crats whose writ is all-pervasive when it
comes to grant of approvals.

It will help small traders by leading to
all-round development of infrastructure
and offering a wide range of choice for
sourcing products. They can and will co-
exist with big players — both foreign and
Indian. It will be pro-consumer in the
long-run with many players catering to
their needs at competitive/affordable
price. Sans these policy changes, under
business as usual scenario, the consumers
will pay a heavy price in the medium to
long-term as Indian retail will be cartelised
by a few players viz. Amazon, Walmart
and Facebook/RIL.

(The writer is a New Delhi-based pol-
icy analyst)
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A flood of urban woes during the rains

Traffic snarls, waterlogging and the loss of lives show that a manageable issue has been allowed to deteriorate

might be, every passing year they
bring in their wake the ever-growing
problem of urban flooding.

This has been experienced for
decades in India but sufficient atten-
tion has not been given to specific
efforts to deal with it. In the past, any
strategy on flood disaster management
largely focussed on riverine floods
affecting large extents of rural areas.
Urban flooding is significantly differ-
ent from rural flooding as urbanisa-
tion leads to developed catchments
and in the event of heavy/high inten-
sity rainfall, there is higher run-off,
which increases the flood peaks from
1.8 to eight times and flood volumes
up to six times. Consequently, flood-
ing occurs very quickly due to faster
flow times, sometimes in a matter of
minutes.

The recent death of a mini-truck
driver after his vehicle got submerged
under the Minto Bridge after a spell
of rain in Central Delhi underlines the
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We often marvel at infrastructure
planning of ancient India, especially
the drainage system of the Mohenjo-
Daro and Harappa cultures that date
back to 2400 BC. Sadly we are unable
to replicate the excellence and success
of the bygone era in today’s time.
Urban flooding is avoidable and in
order to ensure safety of lives and
property, it is essential for the
Government to rapidly develop strate-
gies that draw from the best of the
world’s benchmarking practices in
urban rainwater management. We
need city-wise protocols that cater to
the typicality of the demographics and
geography and automatically kick in
when the area receives a certain
quantum of rainfall.

Traffic snarls, waterlogging and
the loss of lives due to urban flood-
ing are a painful indication that a
manageable issue has been allowed to
deteriorate and get out of hand. It is
time authorities around the country

examples for the developed world to
learn from. Another concerning
aspect is that urban flooding increas-
es the chances of contagious diseases
like typhoid, cholera, leptospirosis,
hepatitis and even COVID-19 spread-
ing far more easily. For instance,
floodwaters in Assam spread discard-
ed medical waste and used PPE from
hospitals and COVID-19 care centres,
raising fears of infection among peo-
ple in inundated areas.

One of the major reasons for
urban waterlogging are the archaic
sewer systems in our cities that are
heavily choked with silt and garbage.
Indian metros not only need regular
cleaning of sewers and storm water
drains, particularly before the onset of
the rainy season, they also require an
advanced system that is based on the
latest technology and satellite data that
can calculate the quantities of water
run-off every monsoon and accord-
ingly estimate the load factor on the

paved areas in the urban landscape.
This has not only resulted in exacer-
bating the heat island effect and
causing a sharp spike in ambient tem-
peratures but preventing rainwater
absorption into the ground and
recharging of the water table. This, too,
increases the rainwater run-off,
putting undue pressure on the
drainage network.

The efforts to prevent urban
flooding will be incomplete unless the
ground water absorption rate of rain-
water as compared to the run-off rate
is balanced. Another issue pertaining
to urban flooding is the role played by
illegal construction and how it is
impacting the storm water drainage
system across India’s major cities. As
urban sprawls increase rapidly, unau-
thorised construction and unplanned
digging by civic agencies are becom-
ing two major issues that are further
impacting our already overburdened
drainage systems adversely. Flooding

WE ARE NOTHING
WITHOUT HISTORY

In an age of tweets and
electronic messaging,
handwritten letters are as
fashionable as wooden
spinning wheels.
Incidentally, MK Gandhi’s
collected writings and letters
span 98 volumes. Such
letters provide historians
with a flashlight into the
times in which they were
written. Bereft of them,
historians look at their

KOTA SRIRAJ

mid the pall of gloom cast by
ACOVID-19 and the oppressive
heat, India was earnestly look-
ing forward to the arrival of the mon-
soon. The Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD) had forecast sur-
plus rainfall in various parts of the
country and sure enough, metropo-
lises such as Mumbai and Delhi have
received a healthy share of showers.
Mumbai, for instance, received 26
per cent more rainfall as compared to
last year, while Delhi received 70 mm

flooding and the resultant traffic
snarls, when people start losing lives,
it is time for the citizens and the
authorities to consider the problem
seriously and deal with it effectively.

Though large cities like Mumbai,
Delhi and Chennai go through urban
flooding annually, the recurrence of
the problem suggests that no lessons
are learnt and no infrastructure is built
or improved to prevent it. Just a few
hours of hard rain in metropolitan

of rain on July 19 alone, which is the growing threat of urban flooding. cities can present a very embarrassing sewerage and storm water system. will continue to trouble urban citizens ~ wake up. shoelaces for inspiration.
highest in the last five years. But no  While most of the time urban India  spectacle as daily life is thrown out of Another reason for flooding of unless these impediments are (The writer is an environmental (Dawn editorial)
matter how heartening the rains patiently endures huge volumes of gear and the cities become unwitting ~ cities is excessive concretisation and addressed and removed. journalist)



RELIANCE
RALLIES TO
LIFETIME HIGH

PTI W MUMBAI

Equity benchmarks returned
to winning ways on
Thursday after a day’s breather,
propelled by market heavy-
weight Reliance Industries
which soared to its lifetime
high.

After a subdued start, the

ioneer
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Sensex reclaims 38,000-mark

30-share BSE Sensex gained
momentum in afternoon trade
before finally closing at
38,140.47, up 268.95 points, or
0.71 per cent.

The benchmark ended
above the 38,000-mark for the
first time since March 5 this
year. The wider NSE Nifty
advanced 82.85 points, or 0.74
per cent, to finish at 11,215.45.

Reliance Industries
accounted for the lion’s share
of the Sensex’s gains, spurting
2.82 per cent to its record clos-
ing high of ¥2,060.65, follow-
ing reports that Amazon was
eyeing a stake in the con-
glomerate’s retail arm.

SBI, ICICI Bank, Tech
Mahindra, ITC and Kotak
Bank were among the other
winners, advancing as much as
3.28 per cent.

On the other hand, Axis
Bank, HUL, Infosys, TCS,
UltraTech Cement and L&T
tumbled up to 3.80 per cent.

“Benchmark indices
ended the day with gains, fol-
lowing positivity in the glob-
al markets. Global markets
set aside the rising US-China
tensions and focused on
potential vaccine develop-
ments and better-than-expect-
ed earnings numbers.

“Domestically, except for

IT, most major indices were in
the gains. Liquidity seems to
be driving the markets. Any
dip looks like it will be bought
into and is likely to be short-
lived, especially in the current
mood of the markets when the
negatives are being over-
looked,” said Vinod Nair, Head
of Research at Geojit Financial
Services.

BSE energy, healthcare,
realty, auto, oil and gas, bankex
and metal indices ended up to
2.36 per cent higher, while IT,
teck and telecom closed with
losses. Broader BSE mid-cap
and small-cap indices surged
up to 0.98 per cent.

Global markets were
mixed as investors digested
corporate earnings amid the
overhang of mounting
COVID-19 cases and US-
China tensions.

Bourses in Shanghai,
Seoul and Tokyo ended in the
red, while Hong Kong closed
higher. Stock exchanges in
Europe were trading on a pos-
itive note in early deals.
Meanwhile, international oil
benchmark Brent crude
futures rose 0.93 per cent to
USD 44.70 per barrel. In the
forex market, the rupee settled
on a flat note at 74.75 against
the US dollar.

Indian economy set for post-Covid-19 rebound
as FDI remains buoyant, says IHS Markit

New Delhi: The Indian econ-
omy is likely to rebound in the
second half of 2020 as the
impact of the COVID-19 pan-
demic recedes, and is project-
ed to grow by 6.7 per cent in
the next financial year, THS
Markit said on Thursday.

The pandemic resulted in
severe disruptions in industri-
al production and consump-
tion spending in India during
April and May.

“The severe negative
impact is expected to result in
a significant contraction in
GDP in the April-June quarter

in the 2020-21 financial year
with GDP expected to contract
by 6.3 per cent year-on-year,” it
said in its outlook on the
Indian economy.

However, as lockdown
conditions have been progres-
sively eased, early signs of
recovery were evident in the
most recent economic data.

The IHS Markit
Purchasing Managers’ surveys
for India showed that eco-
nomic momentum improved
in June, reflecting the easing of
COVID-19 related restrictions
during May and June.

lockdown beginning March 25
and restrictions were eased
from May. “IHS Markit forecast
that the Indian economy will
rebound as the impact of the
pandemic recedes, with
improving economic growth
momentum in the second half
of 2020 and positive GDP
growth of 6.7 per cent in the
2021-22 financial year; said
Rajiv Biswas, Asia Pacific Chief
Economist at IHS Markit.
Despite the negative short-
term shocks from the pan-
demic, total foreign direct
investment into India has

Jio tops Trai’s 4G chart
with 16.5 mbps download

speed in June

PTI B NEW DELHI

R:liance Jio topped 4G speed chart with an average download
peed of 16.5 megabits per second (mbps) in June, while
Vodafone and Idea led in terms of upload speed, according to
Trai data. Idea followed Jio in download speed chart with 8 mbps
speed, the latest data published on Trai’s Myspeed portal showed.

The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (Trai) record-
ed average download speed of 7.5 mbps and 7.2 mbps on 4G net-
work of Vodafone and Bharti Airtel in June.

For upload speed, Vodafone and Idea led the chart with speed
of 6.2 mbps each. Jio and Airtel recorded average upload speed
of 3.4 mbps each. Download speed helps in accessing mes-
sages, pictures, videos, etc., sent by others, while upload speed
helps subscribers in sending messages, pictures, etc., to their

‘No employee
of Air India will
be laid off

PNS B NEW DELHI

After strong reactions from
its pilots, Air India on
Thursday said that no employ-
ee of Air India will be laid off.
“The meeting reiterated that
unlike other carriers which
have laid off large number of
their employees, no employee
of Air India will be laid off]” the
national carrier said on Twitter.
It further added that there has
been no reduction in the basic
pay, dearness allowance and
house rent allowance of any
employee. “Allowances had to
be rationalised owing to the air-
line’s difficult financial situation
already exacerbated by the
novel coronavirus pandemic,
the statement added.

Air India further clarified
that its flying crew will be
paid as per the actual number
of hours flown and the Board’s
measures regarding allowances
will be reviewed as domestic
and international flight opera-
tions expand gradually.

Earlier this month, India’s
national carrier approved a
scheme  enabling its
Chairperson and Managing
Director Rajiv Bansal to place
employees on compulsory
leave without pay for six
months or a period of two
years, extendable up to five
years. The scheme was
approved during the 102nd
meeting of Air India’s Board of

money

GST, I-T mop up in Q1 very
encouraging, indicates economic
recovery: Finance Secy

PTI B NEW DELHI

Tax mop up in first quarter
of the current fiscal is “very
encouraging” and indicates
that the economy is recovering
sooner than what was antici-
pated at the time of imposition
oflockdown, Finance Secretary
Ajay Bhushan Pandey said on
Thursday.

He said the Revenue
Department wants to bring in
self-compliance among tax-
payers by making available
data of all financial transactions
via Form 26AS at the time of
filing income tax (I-T) return.

Pandey, who is also the
Revenue Secretary, said about
70 per cent of the ¥ 91,000
crore Goods and Services Tax
(GST) collected in June is on
account of transactions in May.

“For the month of June,
going by the current trends, we
have certain trend about how
many people have made pay-
ment so far, and also the e-way
bill...Truck movement...All
these things are giving encour-
aging signals that the economy
is coming back to the realm
sooner than what was being
anticipated when the lock-
down was started in March,” he
said while addressing a Ficci
event here.

Besides, income tax col-
lection, by way of advance tax

quarter was about 80 per cent
of what was collected in the
same period last year. “These
two numbers - GST and
income tax - are encouraging
numbers and also gives us
some hope that wherever pos-
sible businesses are finding
ways to get started. But there
were certain sectors like hos-
pitality, education, tourism,
which are facing difficulty,
Pandey added.

The Government had in
May notified revised Form
26AS which would have addi-
tional details on taxpayers’
high-value financial transac-
tions like cash deposit/with-
drawal, property purchases
undertaken during a financial
year, and would facilitate vol-
untary compliance and ease of
e-filing of I-T returns.

Pandey said if a
person sees all his transaction
at one place, it makes return fil-
ing easy and helps honest tax-
payers. It also sends a message
to those persons who are on the
borderline, and they would
also try to be on the right side
of law.

“What we want to pro-
mote is self-compliance instead
of somebody being sent a
notice and then somebody
going through some kind of
harrasment or difficulty, we are
making all those information

of 2020, resulting in a recession India imposed a total remained buoyant. contacts. Directors. and TDS, in the April-June available;,” he added.
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Closure of more Chinese
missions possible: Trump

PTI B WASHINGTON

he US does not rule out the

possibility of closing more
Chinese diplomatic missions in
the country, President Donald
Trump has said, hours after
Washington ordered the clo-
sure of Beijing’s consulate in
Houston to “protect American
intellectual property and pri-
vate information”

The US move came amid a
growing number of disputes
between the two countries over
Beijing’s increasingly aggressive
actions that have led
Washington to take strong
actions, including closing the
consulate in Houston, accord-
ing to senior Trump adminis-
tration officials.

The consulate in Houston,
Texas, is one of five Chinese
diplomatic missions in the US,
not counting the embassy in
Washington DC.

The US move came after
the Justice Department said
that hackers working with the

Biden, Obama
pair in socially
distanced video
to decry Trump

AP W WASHINGTON

Democratic presidential
candidate Joe Biden and
former President Barack
Obama stepped up their attacks
on President Donald Trump
and defended their time in the
White House in a new video
showing their first in-person
meeting since the coronavirus
outbreak began.

The 15-minute video, post-
ed online Thursday, is the lat-
est maneuver to get the former
president involved in the 2020
campaign for his former vice
president, as Biden tries to
rebuild Obama’s winning coali-
tion in November.

The former president and
vice president used the inter-
view-style conversation to
amplify Biden’s arguments
against Trump, with Obama
emphasizing Bidens experi-
ence and personal attributes.
They pointed to their admin-
istration’s signature health care
law and blamed Trump for
stoking division and animosi-
ty among Americans from the
moment he entered the 2016
presidential race.

Chinese Government targeted
firms developing vaccines for
the coronavirus and stole hun-
dreds of millions of dollars
worth of intellectual property
and trade secrets from compa-
nies across the world.

“As far as closing additional
embassies, it's always possi-
ble,” Trump told reporters on
Wednesday during a daily press
briefing at the White House
when asked if he is looking at
closing more Chinese diplo-

matic missions in the US.

The US State Department
in a brief statement on
Wednesday said it has “direct-
ed the closure of PRC (People’s
Republic of China) Consulate
General Houston, in order to
protect American intellectual
property and American’s pri-
vate information.”

State Department
spokesperson Morgan Ortagus
said the US will not tolerate the
PRC’s violations of its sover-

President Donald Trump
said hours after
Washington ordered
closure of Beijing’s
consulate in Houston to
protect American
intellectual property and
private information

eignty and intimidation of its
people, just as it has not toler-
ated the PRC’s unfair trade
practices, theft of American
jobs, and other egregious
behaviour. She said Trump
“insists on fairness and reci-
procity in US-China relations”
During the press confer-
ence, Trump referred to the
news reports of fire in the
Chinese Consulate in Houston
apparently due to burning of
documents in its courtyard.

diplomatic norms.

tions.”

China cites ‘malicious
slander’ as Houston
consulate closes

Beijing: China said “malicious slander” is behind
an order by the US government to close its consulate
in Houston, Texas, and maintained on Thursday that
its officials have never operated outside ordinary

Foreign ministry spokesperson Wang Wenbin
said the order to close the consulate “violates inter-
national law and basic norms governing international
relations,” and “seriously undermines China-US rela-

“This is breaking down the bridge of friendship
between the Chinese and American people,” Wang
told reporters at a daily briefing.

The order this week to close the consulate, one
of China’s six missions in the United States, is seen
as escalating tensions between the world’s two largest
economies while President Donald Trump steers
blame and punitive measures against China ahead
of the November US election.

AP

FBI: Researcher being
harbored at Chinese

consulate in SF

Washington: The FBI believes the Chinese
consulate in San Francisco is harboring a
Chinese researcher who is charged in fed-
eral court in California with lying about her
military background. Tang Juan lied about
her military affiliation in a visa application
last October to work at the University of
California, Davis and again during an FBI
interview last month, according to Justice
Department criminal charges.

Agents found photographs of Tang in
a uniform of the Peoples Liberation Army
civilian cadre and news articles from
China that identified her military affiliation.
The FBI last month interviewed Tang, when
she denied having served in the military or
knowing the significance of the insignia of
her uniform, and also found more evidence
of her military affiliation when they later
searched her home, according to a crimi-
nal complaint filed last month that charges
her with visa fraud.

AP

Jow Biden calls "Trump

9

country

AP B WASHINGTON

that President Donald
rump was the country’s “first”
racist President.

The presumptive
Democratic presidential nom-
inee’s comments came during
a virtual town hall organised by
the Service Employees
International Union.

When a questioner com-
plained of racism surrounding
the coronavirus outbreak and
mentioned the president refer-
ring to it as the “China
virus,” Biden responded by
blasting Trump and “his spread
of racism.

“The way he deals with
people based on the colour of
their skin, their national origin,
where they’re from, is absolute-

loe Biden said on Wednesday

s ‘first’ racist Prez

ly sickening,” the former vice
president said. “No sitting pres-
ident has ever done this. Never,
never, never. No Republican
president has done this. No
Democratic president. We've
had racists, and they’ve exist-
ed. They’ve tried to get elected
president. He’s the first one that
has” Biden also suggested that
Trump is using race “as a
wedge” to distract from his
mishandling of the pandemic.

Many presidents — includ-
ing the nation’s first, George
Washington — owned slaves.

President ~ Woodrow
Wilson, the country’s 28th
president, is having his name
removed from Princeton
University’s public policy
school after recent protests
against institutional racism and
police brutality.

China launches ambitious
attempt to land rover on Mars

AP W BEJING

hina launched its most ambi-
ious Mars mission yet on

Thursday in a bold attempt to
join the United States in suc-
cessfully landing a spacecraft on
the red planet.

Engines blazing orange, a
Long March-5 rocket took off
under clear skies from Hainan
Island, south of Chinas mainland,
as space enthusiasts gathered on
a beach across the bay from the
launch site.

“This is a kind of hope, a
kind of strength,” said Li Dapeng,
co-founder of the China branch

of the Mars Society, an advoca-
cy group. He watched with his
wife, 11-year-old son and 2,000
others on the beach. Launch
commander Zhang Xueyu
announced to cheers in the con-
trol room that the rocket was fly-
ing normally about 45 minutes
later. “The Mars rover has accu-
rately entered the scheduled
orbit,” he said in brief remarks
shown live on state broadcaster
CCTV. Chinas space agency said
that the rocket carried the probe
for 36 minutes before successfully
placing it on the looping path that
will take it beyond Earth's orbit
and eventually into Mars’ more

distant orbit around the sun.

Liu Tongjie, spokesman for
the mission, said in a press brief-
ing that the launch was a “key
step of China marching towards
farther deep space” He said that
Chinas aim wasn't to compete
with other countries, but to
peacefully explore the universe.
It marked the second flight to
Mars this week, after a United
Arab Emirates orbiter blasted off
on a rocket from Japan on
Monday. And the U.S. is aiming
to launch Perseverance, its most
sophisticated Mars rover ever,
from Cape Canaveral, Florida,
next week.

Green Card
waitlist for Indian
is more than 195
years: US senator

PTI M WASHINGTON

The backlog for an Indian
national to get permanent
residency or Green Card is
more than 195 years, a top
Republican senator has said,
urging his Senate colleagues to
come out with a legislative
resolution to address this prob-
lem. A Green Card, known
officially as a Permanent
Resident Card, is a document
issued to immigrants to the US
as evidence that the bearer
has been granted the privilege
of residing permanently.

Senator Mike Lee said on
Wednesday that the current
Green Card policy did nothing
for the child of an immigrant
whose dead parent’s Green
Card application was ultimately
denied because his or her job
was no longer available.

“Someone from India enter-
ing the backlog today would
have to wait 195 years to receive
an EB-3 green card. Even if we
give their children this limbo
status, none of them will have
a prayer of becoming a US cit-
izen,” Lee said on the Senator
floor. In fiscal year 2019, Indian
nationals received 9,008 cate-
gory 1 (EB1), 2,908 category 2
(EB2), and 5,083 category 3
(EB3) Green Cards. EB1-3 are
different categories of employ-
ment-based Green Cards.

Lee, the senator from Utah,
was speaking on the legislation
moved by Senator Dick Durbin
that seeks to protect immigrant
workers and their children
who are stuck in the green card
backlog.
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US labs buck

AP B WASHINGTON

Laboratories across the U.S.
are buckling under a surge
of coronavirus tests, creating
long processing delays that
experts say are undercutting the
pandemic response.

With the US tally of con-
firmed infections at nearly 4
million Wednesday and new
cases surging, the bottlenecks
are creating problems for work-
ers kept off the job while await-
ing results, nursing homes
struggling to keep the virus out
and for the labs themselves as
they deal with a crushing work-
load. Some labs are taking
weeks to return Covid-19
results, exacerbating fears that
people without symptoms could
be spreading the virus if they
don't isolate while they wait.

“There’s been this obsession
with, ‘How many tests are we
doing per day?” said Dr Tom
Frieden, former director of the
Centres for Disease Control and
Prevention. “The question is
how many tests are being done
with results coming back with-
in a day, where the individual
tested is promptly isolated and
their contacts are promptly
warned?”

Frieden and other public
health experts have called on
states to publicly report testing
turnaround times, calling it an
essential metric to measure
progress against the virus.

The testing lags in the US
come as the number of people
confirmed to be infected
worldwide passed a staggering
15 million, according to data
compiled by Johns Hopkins
University. The US leads the
world in cases as well as deaths,
which have exceeded 1,42,000.

New York, once by far the
US leader in infections, has
been surpassed by California,
though that is partly due to
robust testing in a state with
more than twice the population
of New York. Guidelines issued
by the CDC recommend that
states lifting virus restrictions
have a testing turnaround time
of under four days. The agency
recently issued new recom-
mendations against retesting
most Covid-19 patients to con-

firm they have recovered.

“It’s clogging up the sys-
tem,” Adm. Brett Giroir, assis-
tant health secretary, told
reporters last week. Zachrey
Warner knows it all too well.

The 30-year-old waiter
from Columbus, Ohio, was
sent home from work on July 5
with a high fever a few days
after he began feeling ill. He
went for a test five days later at
the request of his employer.

Almost two weeks and one
missed pay period later, he final-
ly got his answer Wednesday:
negative. Though Warner said
most symptoms — including
fever, diarrhea, chest tightness
and body aches — stopped a few
days after he was tested, he was-
n't allowed to return to work
without the result.

It was “frustrating that I've
missed so much work due to
testing taking forever, Warner
said. “Ttis what it is ... (but) ’'m
glad 'm negative and happy to
be able to get back to work this
week” Beyond the economic
hurt the testing lags can cause,
they pose major health risks,
too. In Florida, which reported
9,785 new cases and a rise in the
death toll to nearly 5,500, nurs-

India, US and Brazil
can ‘deal with’ this
pandemic: WHO

GENEVA: The World Health
Organization said on
Thursday that the United
States, Brazil and India,
which are all suffering fast
rises in coronavirus
cases, can still get on top of
the pandemic.

They are “powerful, able,
democratic countries who
have tremendous internal
capacities to deal with this
disease”, Dr Mike Ryan, head
of the WHO emergencies
programme, told a Geneva
briefing.

US coronavirus cases
exceeded 4 million on
Thursday, with over 2,600
new cases recorded every
hour on average, the highest
rate in the world, according
to a Reuters tally. Agencies

ing homes have been under an
order to test all employees
every two weeks. But long
delays for results have some
questioning the point.

Jay Solomon, CEO of Aviva
in Sarasota, a senior community
with a nursing home and assist-
ed living facility, said results
were taking up to 10 days to
come back. “It's almost like,
what are we accomplishing in
that time?” Solomon said. “If
that person is not quarantined
in that 7-10 days, are they
spreading without realising it?”

Test results that come back
after two or three days are
nearly worthless, many health
experts say, because by then the
window for tracing the person’s
contacts to prevent additional
infections has essentially closed.
“The turnaround times, par-
ticularly across the South are
too long,” Dr. Deborah Birx of
the White House coronavirus
task force said on Fox.

Birx said the U.S. had short-

Scientists develop
safe, rapid Covid-19
antibody test

SINGAPORE: Scientists have
developed a rapid test to
detect antibodies in COVID-
19 patients that specifically
block the novel coronavirus,
an advance that may lead to
faster methods for estimating
the population level infection
rate of the disease.

According to the study,
published in the journal
Nature Biotechnology, a rapid
test to detect neutralising anti-
bodies — capable of blocking
the novel coronavirus SARS-
CoV-2 — is urgently needed
to facilitate monitoring of
infection rates, as well as to
determine vaccine efficacy
during clinical trials.

In order to facilitate this,
researchers, including those
from Duke-NUS Medical
School in Singapore, devel-
oped a new assay which is
much faster than conven-
tional tests for neutralising
antibodies, taking only one or
two hours to complete. PTI

e amid testing surge; world virus cases top 15M

er turnaround times in April,
May and early June, but that
“this surge and this degree of
cases is so widespread com-
pared to previously,” she said.
Dr Leana Wen, a public health
professor at George Washington
University said it's reasonable to
tell people awaiting test results
to isolate for 24 hours, but the
delays have been unacceptable.

“Imagine you tell a parent
with young children to self-iso-
late for 10 days or more with-
out knowing they actually have
Covid? I mean, that’s ridiculous.
Thats actually absurd,” Wen
said. US officials have recently
called for ramping up screening
to include seemingly healthy
Americans who may be
unknowingly spreading the dis-
ease in their communities. But
Quest Diagnostics, one of the
nation’s largest testing chains,
said it can’t keep up with
demand and most patients will
face waits of a week or longer
for results.

Trump points at race
protests, bar-goers,
Mexico travellers for

surge in Govid cases

WASHINGTON: President
Donald Trump is casting
wide blame for a nationwide
surge in coronavirus cases,
pointing to racial justice
protests, travelers from
Mexico and young bar-
goers. Holding his second
briefing on the virus in as
many days after a three-
month hiatus, Trump sought
on Wednesday to explain the
rise in confirmed cases
across the nations South,
Southwest and West.
Trump says cases among
young Americans first start-
ed to rise “shortly after
demonstrations” He says the
protests following the death of
George Floyd “presumably
triggered a broader relaxation
of mitigation efforts nation-
wide” He also says a “sub-
stantial increase in travel”
around Memorial Day and
summer vacations was also a
driver of new cases. AP

India needs further economic reforms
to attract more investment: IMF

Washington (PTI): Concerted
efforts by India to strengthen
the business climate and
encourage investment in the
trade have helped to attract
investment, but the country
needs further economic
reforms to ensure sustainable
and more inclusive growth,
the IMF said on Thursday.
The remarks by the
International Monetary Fund’s
Chief Spokesperson Gerry Rice
came in response to a question
on the recent FDI announce-
ments made by companies like
Facebook and Google in India.
In recent weeks, several
international companies have
pledged USD 20 billion FDI in
India, and a whopping USD 40
billion this year so far.
“Concerted efforts have
been made in recent years, in
India, to strengthen the busi-
ness climate and encourage
investment in trade, and these
have helped to attract invest-
ment and improve the current
account financing mix and

“Relevant reforms have included the
new bankruptcy code, the National
Goods and Services Tax. These have
helped to gain in India’s doing
business ranking, moving up rapidly
in the World Bank’s Ease of Doing
Business index, up to 63 in 2020,
from 100 in 2018, significant
progress there, indeed”

also help to contain external
vulnerabilities,” Rice told
reporters at a news conference
here.

“Relevant reforms have
included the new bankruptcy
code, the National Goods and
Services Tax. These have
helped to gain in India’s doing
business ranking, moving up
rapidly in the World Bank’s
Ease of Doing Business index,
up to 63 in 2020, from 100 in
2018, significant progress there,
indeed,” Rice said.

“And, nonetheless, further
economic reforms, including
labour, product mixed land,
and others, and additional
infrastructure investment are
necessary, in our view, to attract
even more investment, and to
ensure sustainable and more
inclusive growth in India,” he
said in response to the ques-
tion.

Recently, the IMF in its
update to the World Economic
Outlook projected India’s
growth rate at -4.5 per cent, and

then six per cent recovery, for
the fiscal year 2020-21 and fis-
cal year 2020-22, respectively,
he said.

“Our projection for fiscal
year 20-2021 was revised
down, as was the case for most
countries driven by the impact
of the pandemic,” Rice added.

“On balance, I think we
would say the risks to the eco-
nomic outlook remain,” he
said.

Despite gradual recovery in
activities and a solid agricul-
tural performance, the down-
side risks remain.

“The main downside risk
is, of course, the continued
spread of the pandemic,” he
noted, referring to the coron-
avirus pandemic.

“Further outbreaks could
require additional lockdowns,
and concerns about the virus
could also dampen consumer
confidence and delay the eco-
nomic recovery. Again, this is
the case not just in India, but
in many countries, Rice said.

8th Nizam of Hyderabad waives
right to residue funds in UK

London (PTI): The titular
eighth Nizam of Hyderabad,
Prince Mukarram Jah, on
Thursday decided to waive his
right to some residue funds
from a long-drawn legal dis-
pute in the High Court in
England.

Following a failed attempt
by members of his extended
family to stake claim over near-
ly 35 million pounds lying in a
London bank account during a
hearing in the High Court in
London on Wednesday, the
prince declared that he wishes
to have a “clean break” from the
case. “This litigation has last-
ed almost the entire lifetime of
our client, HEH VIII Nizam of
Hyderabad. He wishes to have
a clean break;” said Paul Hewitt
of Withers LLP, who have acted
for the eighth Nizam since
proceedings were issued in the
case in 2013.

“Thus, he proposes that
whatever remains of the
400,000 pounds can be dis-

tributed to the wider members
of the family, waiving his right
to claim that money as well on
the basis of the customary law
which dictates that the seventh
Nizam’s estate passed to his heir
HEH eighth Nizam,” he said.

On Wednesday, Justice
Marcus Smith had dismissed
attempts by Najaf Ali Khan,
president of the Nizam Family
Welfare Association, and
Himayat Ali Mirza to challenge
an October 2019 judgment in
favour of India and Prince
Mukarram Jah and his broth-
er in a 70-year-old legal dispute
with Pakistan over an estimat-
ed 35 million pounds belong-
ing to the late seventh Nizam
of Hyderabad at the time of
Partition in 1947.

The two princes and India
had reached a confidential
agreement, which meant that
the funds have been divided
between them based on Justice
Smith’s order from last year.

They also reached a confi-

dential agreement with
Christopher Lintott, the court
appointed administrator of the
late seventh Nizam’s English
estate, by which an additional
sum passed to the estate and of
which an estimated 400,000
pounds remain.

At the end of a two-day
ruling this week, Justice Smith
approved Lintott’s application
to appoint a trust company to
be the new personal represen-
tative of the remaining funds.

The new representative will
now establish who is entitled to
what remains after legal costs
of the 400,000 pounds, to
which Prince Mukarram Jah
has agreed not to lay any claim.
It is now for the PennTrust to
conduct an inquiry and allocate
what remains of the 400,000
pounds in light of the eighth
Nizams offer to the wider fam-
ily.

The titular eighth Nizam’s
relatives, claiming to be among
the 117 heirs of the late seventh

Nizam, had targeted Lintott for
entering into the confidential
agreement with India and the
princes, saying that he should
have secured more money for
the estate of the erstwhile sev-
enth Nizam.

The judge pointed out that
confidential agreement was
approved by another High
Court judge, which makes the
prospect of a claim against
Lintott succeeding remote.

The historic dispute
revolves around 1,007,940
pounds and nine shillings
transferred in 1948 from the
then Nizam of Hyderabad to
the high commissioner in
Britain of the newly-formed
state of Pakistan.

That amount had since
grown in a London bank
account into 35 million pounds
as the Nizam’s descendants,
supported by India, claimed it
belonged to them and Pakistan
counter-claimed that it was
rightfully theirs.

WHO chief
upbraids Pompeo
over ‘unacceptable’
allegations

AP W GENEVA

he chief of the World Health

Organization (WHO) has
upbraided US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo for “untrue and
unacceptable” comments,
responding to reported allega-
tions that included the health
agency chief having been
“bought” by China.

Director-General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus insist-
ed WHO is focusing on “saving
lives” as he lashed out Thursday
at the comments British media
have reported that Pompeo
made at a closed-door event
earlier this week in London.

Tedros’ response to
Pompeo represented some of
his most defensive and full-
throated statements yet in the
wake of the Trump adminis-
tration’s repeated criticism of
the UN health agency in recent
months.

Violence, protests put Chicago on edge

Chicago (AP): Amid a surge in
gun violence and protests
sparked by the death of George
Floyd, the nation’s third-largest
city is on edge, awaiting possi-
ble greater tension in the form
of a plan by President Donald
Trump to dispatch dozens of
federal agents to Chicago.

The White House plan
emerged days after a downtown
protest over a statue of
Christopher  Columbus
devolved into a chaotic scene of
police swinging batons and
demonstrators hurling frozen
water bottles, fireworks and
other projectiles at officers.
Then, on Tuesday in another
neighborhood, a spray of bul-
lets from a car passing a gang
member’s funeral wounded 15
people and sent dozens run-
ning for their lives.

Tension in the city has
climbed to a level that, if not
unprecedented, has not been
felt in a long time.

“I've never seen things
worse in this city than they are
right now,” said the Rev.
Michael Pfleger, a Roman
Catholic priest and longtime

activist on the city’s South
Side.

Much of the strain stems
from the fact that it remains
unclear exactly what the federal
officers will do here. The plan
seems to be a repeat of what
happened in Kansas City,
Missouri, where the adminis-
tration sent officers to help
quell violence after the shoot-
ing death of a young boy.

Mayor Lori Lightfoot
sought to tamp down fear that
the surge will resemble the kind
of scene that unfolded in
Portland, Oregon, where
unidentified agents in camou-
flage have beaten unarmed
protesters and stuffed some of
them into unmarked vehicles.

Lightfoot said she has been
told the U.S. Attorney’s Office
will supervise the additional
agents supporting the Chicago
offices of the FBI, the Drug
Enforcement Agency and the
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms and Explosives.

But given the longstanding
animosity between city officials
and Trump, leaders from the
mayor on down worry that

those promises will not hold
up.

City officials will be on
guard for any “steps out of line,”
particularly from agents with
the Homeland Security
Department, and they will not
hesitate “to take the president
to court,” Lightfoot said.

Trump announced the plan
Wednesday, saying he would
send agents to Chicago and
Albuquerque to help combat
rising crime. Acting Homeland
Security Secretary Chad Wolf
and Attorney General Bill Barr
both said the mission in
Portland — to protect federal
property — differs from the
focus in Kansas City, Chicago
and Albuquerque.

Barr said the number of
agents being deployed to
Chicago is “comparable” to the
Kansas City surge of more
than 200.

Trump painted
Democrat-led cities as out of
control and lashed out at the
“radical left” Criminal justice
experts say the increase in vio-
lence in some cities defies easy
explanation.
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Priyanka imparts
words of wisdom

Actor PRIYANKA CHOPRA JONAS
shared a motivational post on
Instagram for her fans.

“Don’t let the challenges of
today stop us from achieving our
dreams of a better tomorrow. She
captioned the post as, ‘You got
this!’,” Priyanka wrote.

It seems several fans were
waiting for such moti-
vation to inspire
them.

“Your journey has
always inspired me.
You are an idol for
S0 many people,” a
user wrote.

Priyanka will =
soon complete 20 % /& ¢
years in showbusi- | 'Zf-"g B
ness. Afewdays | f - o
ago, she shareda | |
video in which she ‘¥4
spoke about her
plans of sharing “20
monumental
moments” of her
career in the coming
days to celebrate 20
years in the enter-
tainment business.

‘Tanhaji: The
Unsung Warrior
is a film that
every Indian
should watch.
It is significant
because it’s the
story of an unsung hero
who played an
important part in Indian
history. | know Tanaji’s
bravery and his
dedication to
Chhatrapati Shivaiji
Maharaj will resonate.
He was a warrior who
must be celebrated
even today.

—Ajay Devgn

AMITABH
BACHCHAN has
shared a message on
religious harmony.
He, who is undergo-
ing COVID treatment
in a hospital, took to
Twitter to post the message.

Big B shared two pho-
tographs of himself, one with
folded hands and the other where
he stretches his palms in prayer.

“Mazhab toh yeh do hathe-
liyaan batati hain, jude to
‘buja’ khule toh ‘dua’ kehlaati
hain. (The two hands describe
religion. Whenever they are fold-
ed it is called puja and when they
are stretched it is called dua),”
he wrote.

Motherhood is
heaven: Cameron

Actor CAMERON DIAZ says
daughter Raddix is the best thing
that has ever happened to her.

“My daughter is growing so

fast that | now under-
M, stand why friends
who have children
-/ told me to cherish
\ this time. Literally
every single day,
_ there’s just
_ leaps and
"\ bounds...
_~ and she’s
not the same
baby that she
" was yesterday.
Where was yester-
| day? Yesterday is lit-
erally gone,” Diaz
said.

“But it’s so gratify-
ing to actually get to
see that growth and to
be a part of it. It's just
| amazing. It's the best
thing that ever hap-
pened to both (hus-

% band) Benj (Madden)
and |. We're just so
happy,” she added.

.

self-grooming was the only thing

one never felt lazy about in the
pre-COVID era. However, over the
past few months, with a pandemic at
hand, the touch therapy involved was
enough to scare many of us into depend-
ing on household hacks. But they have
not been salon-perfect.

With salons getting back to business
post an ease in lockdown restrictions,
many have been waiting to return.
However, risk-averse as we are, there is
certainly a great feeling of anxiety. So
salons too are responding to the
changed mindset and bringing in a
major transition in their set-ups and
functioning to assure that their services
are safe. New hygiene protocols have
been developed to ensure safety of the
customer as well as that of the techni-
cian’s. New tools and accessories are
being used for contact therapies. Here
are a few ways how salons have gone for
a makeover themselves before throwing
the door open.

P erhaps a visit to the salon for some

The don’t-touch-me policy has
become the new normal in public
spaces and is here to stay. Which brings
many to the question — how will
salons do their usual chores without
touching the customer? For instance,
while combing the hair or a facial clean-
up.
Experts suggest that a new safety
protocol — zero-touch facial — can
ensure that the beautician doesn’t touch
your skin with bare hands. Rather, the
beautician needs to be enabled to deliv-
er the same kind of service with the
same efficiency by using certain profes-
sional tools and techniques. Many

TOUGHLESS

vivacity

our business and we have always
believed in them to offer only the best
of services to consumers. As salons have
slowly begun re-opening across the
country, we have trained and upskilled
our network with the strictest of hygiene
and safety norms to be followed while
interacting with the consumer. We have
also introduced Express Hair Color
Services, which not only support our
salons to get back to business safely but
also offer an innovative professional hair
colour solution with sophisticated tech-
niques to our consumers.”

As per Sharma, the service only
takes 60 minutes, which is as less time
as it could take to colour the hair. It not
only “minimises a customer’s time at
salon” but also “erases all signs of the
bad hair days you may have faced in the
last few months.”

Beauty brands like Matrix have
also introduced programmes to ensure
the safety of consumers, anxious about
returning to a salon. Its ‘Safe Salon’ ini-
tiative begins with an increased saniti-
sation and fumigation of salons
arranged by it. All partner salons are
equipped with a comprehensive hygiene
practice guide that includes the pre-
booking of an appointment, tempera-
ture checks, sanitisation of surfaces, reg-
ular washing of hands by staff, contact-
less and digital payments, sterilisation
of tools before and after a service, avail-
ability of sanitisers and clean masks and
gloves worn by the staff.

While beauticians are taking necessary steps to ensure safety at their

parlours, many cosmetic companies are modifying their products to

empower salons to be touch-free

brands are coming up with specially cus-
tomised products like disposable appli-
cators, gloves and a mask, which can
ensure that skin problems are attended
to in a hygienic manner. The sanitised
tools also allow for advanced exfoliation
and radiant skin.

Vaijayanti Bhalchandra, co-founder,
CTO Head HR YLG Salons, YLG @
Home, talks about her use of new
zero-touch products. She says, “The past
few months have been extremely tough
for the business and we have missed
work. The Cheryl’s cosmeceuticals have
helped us adapt to the new normal with
its zero-touch facial kit. Since gaining
confidence of customers for facial treat-
ments is a major necessity in these
times, we also make sure the beautician
maintains a certain distance from the
customer while working and minimise
talking at all times. It has been only a
few weeks since we have re-opened and
now, we are increasingly getting
responses for clean-ups and exfoliation
facials”

DP Sharma, director, Professional
Products Division at I’Oréal India,
says, “Our network of salons is key to

To minimise contact, experts have
recommended a virtual consultation
session via smartphone with your beau-
tician that should be mandated for every
customer, prior to stepping in the
salon. Through this practice, if the ser-
vice isn’t provided on the given day, an
unnecessary visit could be avoided and
in turn, crowding. Also, one can always
get the technician to diagnose the issue
through an online consultation.

Niraj Killa, owner of Head Turner’s
Hair Spa & Beauty Salon, Kolkata,
says, “All our staff has taken part in the
Salon Hygiene and Safety E-Learning
module offered by the brand to ensure
we can adapt to the newer requirements
of the changing world. It’s better if we
now move towards more digital prac-
tices while customers consult us.”

Many salons have also used the
lockdown period to upskill and train
their network to be equipped with all the
required protocols, to enable them to get
back to business, following proper
guidelines. Digital educational training
has helped salon owners and their
teams prepare a detailed hygiene check-
list that they must adhere to while re-
opening.The distribution of safety kits
by many cosmetic brands include dis-
posable masks, gloves, bed sheets,
shower caps and bed gowns to make the
facial service hygienic and safe.

What 1s up with car design’?

Aesthetics are a very personal thing but what is with car designers and

big wide grilles?

Can you spot the similarity?

hen I look at some modern
cars, I get reminded of
sharks. If you, like me, are an ama-
teur shark scientist and loved
Discovery Channel’s Shark Week
shows, you would know that there
are over a thousand species of
them. When you think of sharks,
you tend to think of the Great
White, leaping into the air a seal
tightly grasped inside its jaw. Isn’t
it? The fact is that the ‘agape’ look
on so many car grilles that I see
today, reminds me of the Whale, the
largest fish in the world. An impres-
sive one, of course, but thorough-
ly harmless with a massive mouth
at the tip of its head, not below like
predatory sharks, but at the tip.
When you see a picture of a
whale shark feeding and then look
at what Hyundai has been giving us
of late — the new Elantra coming
in 2021 — will be interesting to say
the least. Even Maruti, the facelift
on the Dzire, makes things bigger.
The MG Hector and Kia’s ‘tiger
nose’ on the Seltos and Sonet as
well. Heck, Honda might stick a
chrome slab through its mouth like
braces on teeth, but they also have
big mouths. And of course, there
are the Germans. BMW’s signature
‘kidney grilles’ have gotten a bit out
of hand. Have you seen the BMW
4-series concept? I actually don’t
mind it on the 7-series and X7
because of their huge size, so there
is a bit of proportionality. And then

a KUSHAN MITRA Bs

there is Audi, the carmaker that
started the trend of wide-mouthed
sedans and SUVs with their 2004
line-up redesign starting with the
A4 and A6.

Of course, larger grilles allow
for more area where designers can
play around or stick a humongous
logo, like MG and Mercedes-Benz
do. Or like in the case of BMW,
where the kidney grilles are a sig-
nature of the Bavarian carmaker.
With three-dimensional light
design killing off the other signa-
ture ‘Corona’ headlights, the grille
is it. While I know that in India
today, China-bashing is in vogue
and I have personally also been
guilty of that, here I really have to
blame the Chinese. When they
buy a product, they are not subtle
about it. The Ralph Lauren logo on
t-shirts grew bigger once that brand
took off in China. Similarly, the
brash Louis Vuitton logo, also
thanks to that market. The tragedy
of Montblanc putting their logo on
everything from belts to wallets, yes,
you guessed it, China. BMW once
admitted this to me, during the 7-
series refresh international drive in
Algarve, that the bigger kidneys and
the “12 per cent larger” nose logo
was for the Chinese market. And

you know what? When that one
market accounts for a third of your
global sales, making those changes
is perfectly logical for a carmak-
er.

There are friends of mine in
automotive journalism who like the
big kidney grilles on BMW. At the
end of the day, we all have differ-
ent aesthetic sensibilities. One les-
son that I have learnt is that in
India, we seek ‘value’ from a car
rather than looks. The first-gener-
ation Santro, particularly early
builds of that car were, for lack of
any other word to describe it, ugly.
The first generation WagonR
seemed as if the design team was
only given a ruler and a brief to
avoid any sort of curve. These cars
were not at all aesthetically pleas-
ing. The Daewoo Matiz on the
other hand, was quite cute. But you
know the story, the Santro launched
Hyundai allowing them to dazzle
our eyes with the next-generation
Elantra that you will see next year.
Don’t get me wrong, I love the
product, but the next Elantra just
like the facelift on the Verna looks
like a Whale shark out of water.

Here is the funny thing, large
grilles made sense when you had
large naturally aspirated engines,
big steel blocks with eight cylinders
inside them. Those engines need-
ed air and also a lot of cooling. But
thanks to emissions norms, those
engines are dying out in all but

some supercars. And BMW them-
selves have the F90 5-series which
is by far and away the best looking
car they make because it doesn't
look like it went through rhinoplas-
ty to get a boxer’s nose. It is an aes-
thetically pleasing car. At a level
this is a bit like planes, the Airbus
A380 is a tremendous piece of engi-
neering, but it isn’t pretty. The
Boeing 747 just has something
about it, which is why it is called
the ‘Queen’ of the skies and the
A380, well, that is a whale (noth-
ing against cetaceans by the way).
When electric cars come along,
what will happen to all these
large grilles? Just look at Tesla’s —
a clean, proportionate design, no
frills or huge kidney grilles. I
mean, even BMW’s electric warrior
the i3 is not overdone on the nose
front. So why on god’s green earth
did BMW give us the Concept 4-
series?

Being passionate about cars
and writing about them will nec-
essarily make you ardent about car
design. I do not like the way many
cars look these days. ’'m not say-
ing that there are not some pretty
cars out there but the attack of the
large grilles is upon us. While ’'m
sure I will be pummelled into
acceptance, as we all accepted the
first-generation Santro, I'm not
going down without a fight. Or in
my case, without writing such
columns.

For a better
tomorrow

Actor RANDEEP HOODA says
we all need to play our part to
ensure a healthy planet because
if everyone does small things
right, then the overall impact on
the environment will be huge

Actor Randeep Hooda hopes people will restart
responsibly after the COVID-19 lockdown, and feels
everyone has a part to play in making the planet healthy.
Discovery India has brought him on board to urge India
to exit the lockdown in a responsible manner with a
unique campaign titled Restart Responsibly. The cam-
paign video has Randeep taking daily routine, but impor-
tant actions, including placing water for birds, riding a
bicycle, taking care of his pet and much more while
enlightening citizens about the impact that human action
has had on environment.

“This campaign is close to my heart as we are not
asking people to take a pledge without any specific out-
comes. The campaign aims to inspire people to take
thoughtful steps which can easily be added to their daily
routines in a more thoughtful way
because if everyone does small things
right, then the overall impact on the
environment will be huge said
Randeep.

“We all need to, and I can’t empha-
size this enough, play our part to
ensure that we create less pol-
lution to ensure better quality
air and water. An important
observation we all need to
make is that humans are not
centre of the universe, we are
all a part of it, along with all
flora and fauna. If we all just
respect this fact and get on
with life, I am sure tomorrow
will be better;” added he.
“We wanted to present a
powerful platform to tell crit-
ical stories, elevate cultural dis-
course and do the right thing.
Through this campaign, we
aim to bring the importance of
individual behaviour in shap-
ing our environment. Often,
we look at others for solutions,
lets do our part — simple yet
thoughtful steps — is our key
message, said Vednarayan
Sirdeshpande, Head of
Marketing, South Asia,
Discovery.
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ANGAD SINGH
GANDHI talks about
the evolution of
single malt whisky;,
what makes it
relevant and
Glenfiddich’s journey

eople nowadays don’t
P want to just clink glass-

es with their friends
and family over an evening
get together, rather they
want to know more about
the dram, the whisky notes,
food pairings and so much
more. Here is the history,
evolution of single malt
whisky, its relevance and
Glenfiddich’s journey in the making.

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Popularly referred to as ‘water of life]
whisky has a long and adventurous story
to tell. Whisky became an innate part of
Scottish life and was even used for med-
icinal purposes during the long cold
harsh Scottish winters, apart from being
there in the everyday social life of
Scotland.

Gradually with the rise of whisky pro-
duction, five groups of single malts
emerged from Scotland, including
Highland, Lowland, Speyside, Islay and
Campbeltown. The banks of the River
Spey on the eastern side of the Highlands
became home to around 50 distilleries
with many of them offering guided tours
and the chance, of course, to sample their
produce. The malts of Speyside were loved
for their elegance and complexity whilst
the malts from the most beautiful Isle of
Islay are described in terms of their peaty
quality.

It was in the late eighteens, a single
malt brand known today, was born from
one man’s dream, William Grant. In 1886
with the help of his nine children, Grant
put the first brick in Glenfiddich distillery.
Water, air and malted barley, a trinity
expertly crafted to make a Glenfiddich
whisky, created in a radical design of the
time, the triangular bottle. Up until 1960s,
the world was consuming blended whisky
and cognac while single malt was a
Scottish secret. In 1963, the single malt
whisky was taken outside Scotland.

& the pioneer

The malt whisky was first called
‘Pure malt’ and then ‘Straight malt.
Eventually the term ‘Single malt’ was
coined which has stuck with us ever since
then in our hearts (and glasses, of course).

HOW DID THE WHISKY GET ITS
FLAVOUR?

Where a whisky is born, what its
matured in and how old it is, all affects the
flavour of the final product. With age
comes character and complexity. To qual-
ify as a Scotch whisky, it must be aged in
an Oak barrel in Scotland for minimum
of three years.

Water also plays a significant role in
the making of the whisky. The William
Grant & Sons family have owned the lands
around the Robbie Dhu spring for a very
long time, safeguarding the water for all
its whiskies including the The Balvenie,
Monkey Shoulder and others. Whisky is
made entirely from barley. Barley from our
specialist maltsters is ground into rough
flour and mixed with heated Robbie Dhu
springwater.

The key is in the cask. With a lot of
flavour coming from the cask, the quali-
ty of the whisky depends on the quality
of the wood it’s matured in. A single malt
may see several casks. It's a common mis-
conception that single malt whisky is the
product of one cask. In fact, two thirds of
the flavour in a single malt comes from
casks its matured in and is the product of
a single distillery and may come from sev-
eral casks within the same distillery.

A lesser-known thing about single
malts is the angel’s share. Angels share is that
portion of whisky which evaporates during
the maturation process. The name comes
from a tongue-in-cheek belief that those
‘greedy angels' must be blamed for the dimin-

R E C

CHICKEN KRAPOW
WHAT YOU NEED

@ Chicken boneless: 130 gm

@ Basil leaves: 10 gm
@ Refined oil: 10 ml
@ Vinegar: 3 ml

sautee.

chicken to cook.

@ Add little water and allow

@ Ginger (chopped): 4 gm
@ Garlic (chopped): 5 gm
@ Lemon grass : 3 gm

@ Celery (chopped): 3 gm
@ Onion (chopped): 8 gm
@ Fresh red chillies: 3

@ Boiled rice: 150 gm

@ Salt: 3gm

@ Five spice powder: 2 gm
® Degi mirch powder: 3 gm
@ Spichi stir fry sauce: 40
gm

@ Chilli paste: 4 gm
@ Cornflour: 5 gm
@ Ego: 1

METHOD

@ Marinate chicken in five
spice powder, salt, sugar and
degi mirch.

@ Heat oil in wok.

@ Add chopped garlic sautee,
ginger, celery, lemon grass
and onion.

@ Then add chicken and

@ Add chilli paste and spichi
sauce.

@ Adjust seasoning.
@ Adjust consistency with
corn flour.

@ Served topped on above
boiled rice.

@ Garnish with fresh basil
leaves, fresh sliced red
chillies and fried single egg.
Courtesy: Tanuj Nayyar, Executive
Chef, Jaypee Residency Manor,
Mussorie.

EGGLESS CARROT
CAKE

WHAT YOU NEED
For cake:

® Qil: 75 ml

@ Milk: 50 ml

@® Flour: 70 gm

® Brown sugar: 85 gm
@ Baking soda: 2 gm
@ Salt: 1 gm

® Cinnamon: 2 gm

ishing level of tightly sealed whisky barrels.
The approximate rate of loss of whisky due
to evaporation is two per cent per annum in
Scotland and nine to 10 per cent in India
because of the warm weather conditions.
This means one can age a single malt in

vivacity

Scotland for 50-60 years while in India they
can be aged for only 10-12 years.

Skills, craftsmanship, specialist knowl-
edge and wisdom, all go into the making of
a whisky.

BUILDING IT ON

Today, even in the twenty-first centu-
ry, single malts continue to be a preferred
spirit and are growing year-on-year. But the
way the spirit is perceived and approached
has changed radically. While the single
malt drinker continues to be one who
enjoys the finer things in life, they are no
longer restricted to an older audience.
Women are becoming an integral part of
the category not just as consumers but also
as distillers, enthusiasts, brand ambas-
sadors and bartenders. The love for whisky
is rising in younger people as well, they are
replacing other spirits with whiskies. We
see a growing curiosity and interest among
the younger drinkers in knowing more
about their spirit. This is due to the
increased relevance being created by
brands promoting cocktails and serves that
make it intriguing and aspirational for the
younger generation to opt for whiskies.

Innovation within the single malt
category has been one of the key reasons
for it to remain relevant through decades.
Innovation across distilling, manufactur-
ing, packaging and marketing have togeth-
er played a crucial role. Experimental sin-
gle malt variants have gained high promi-
nence with the new age whisky drinkers
that are willing to play with their single
malts. Distillers too have kept up with this
demand by introducing unique cask fin-
ishes such as beer, ice wine, tequila, mez-
cal and French cuvée casks, that add to the
varied notes of the single malt.

The brands new experiments” which
have been done keeping in mind India’s
rich culture, have brought to life a special
India specific initiative that refined the
rules of traditional single malt serve by
exploring and handpicking unique and
exotic Indian ingredients.

It is great to be on the lookout to cre-
ate out-of-the-ordinary experiences that
challenge people’s perception and enthuse
consumers to try something different.

SAVOURING THE DRINK

While, the art of truly enjoying your
single malt is a beautiful experience, it dif-
fers for everyone. Experiential tastings and
pairings have helped in continuous con-
sumer awareness and interest in the sin-
gle malt category. Consuming your single
malt with food opens a world of aroma and
flavour opportunities. The goal is to pair
with ingredients and spices that enhance
the flavour of the single malt rather than
overpowering it. Single malts surprising-
ly work well with desserts and fine teas.
The varied styles of enjoying your single
malts today are endless, be it through food
or unique serves, that have kept the spir-
it from being enjoyed by both whisky and
non-whisky drinkers alike.

Neat or Not? It’s entirely up to you!
Going neat may be the ‘purest’ way to enjoy
a single malt, but it’s not the only way.

I strongly believe, “To each its own!’
Therefore, whatever you like is the best one
for you. However, the best dram is the one
enjoyed with friends and family over lots
of banter and fun.

(The writer is Glenfiddich India brand
ambassador.)

I P E S

gm

filling:

@ Carrots (grated): 90

® Walnuts: 25 gm
For cream cheese

@ Vanilla essence: 7 gm
@ Sugar: 22 gm

® Whipping cream: 20
gm

@ Butter: 25 gm

® Lemon zest

@ Lemon juice

METHOD

For cake:

® Mix together all
ingredients except
carrots and walnuts.

® Then add in the grated
carrots and walnuts.

@ Pour into the mould
and bake at 160 degree
celsius for 45 minutes.
For cream cheese
filling:

@ Cream together all the
ingredients except
whipping cream.

® Whip the cream sepa-
rately and fold into the
cream cheese mixture.
@ Pipe into the centre of
the cake.

@ Serve chilled.

Courtesy: Kanak Soneja
(Alumni Gurgaon), Academy
of Pastry & Culinary Arts.

@® Cream cheese: 62 gm
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SWEET BANANA FRAPPE

WHAT YOU NEED

@ Chilled coffee: 2 cups

@ Chocolate ice cream: 1 cup

@ Banana (riped): 1

@ Chocolate shavings (for garnishing)
METHOD

@ Place all ingredients in a blender
and blend until smooth.

@ Pour into a glass and garnish with
chocolate shavings.

Courtesy: Sherri John, Coffee specialist and Head
Judge at Araku Coffee.

SWEETCORN
CORIANDER

sliced): 3

METHOD

pepper. Mix well.

pan, drain on paper towels
and keep warm.

FRITTERS WITH A
LEMON MAYO DIP

WHAT YOU NEED

@ Cake flour: 300 ml

@ Baking powder: ¥2 tsp
@ Full-cream milk: 150

® Eqgs (large, lightly
beaten): 2

@ Frozen sweetcorn
kernels (thawed and
drained): 400 gm

@ Spring onions (finely

@ Red chilli (seeded
and finely chopped): 1
@ Fresh coriander
(chopped): 2 thsp

@ Cheddar cheese
(finely grated): 1 cup

ml @ Ground black pepper
(Salt and fresh)

@ Sunflower oil: 1 thsp
@ Mayonnaise: 150 ml

@ Fresh parsley
(chopped): 1 tsp
@ Lemon juice

@ Sift the flour and baking
powder into a large bowl.
Make space in the centre
and add the milk and
eggs.

@® Gradually, drawing in
the flour from around the
edges, beat together to
form a smooth and thick
batter.

@ Add the sweetcorn,
spring onions, chilli,
coriander and cheese to
the batter and season
with salt and black

@ Heat a large, heavy-
based frying pan and
brush with oil.

@ Drop large spoons full
of the batter into the pan,
making about four fritters
at a time.

@® Cook over medium heat
for two minutes or until
golden and firm on the
underside. Flip the fritters
over and cook for further
two minutes until golden
brown. Remove the
cooked fritters from the

@ Repeat until all the
batter has been fried off.

@ Mix the mayonnaise,
chopped parsley and a
little lemon juice, and
adjust the seasoning to
taste.

@ Arrange the warm
fritters on a platter and
serve with the mayonnaise
dressing plus extra lemon
wedges (optional).
Courtesy: Le Creuset.
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On Klopp of the world!

Dreams turn into reallty as Jurgens L|verpool lift Premier League trophy at the Kop

AFP W LIVERPOOL

said having the opportunity to
lift the Premier League trophy
at Anfield meant the world to him
despite having to do so in an empty
stadium with fans shut
out due to coronavirus.

The Reds sealed a
first top-flight title for
30 years last month,
but had to wait until
after a thrilling 5-3
win over Chelsea in
their final home game of the season
to lift the Premier League trophy for
the first time.

“You make the best of what you
can,” Klopp told Sky Sports. “Today
our families are allowed to be there
which is incredible. It means the
world to me. Everything would be
better with fans but for months we
knew that would be impossible. A
few months ago I thought it was
impossible that we play football.

“I couldnt be happier to be
honest, it would be perfect if the sta-
dium would be full but we cannot
change it. What we tried to do is
make it clear to the people that we
really do it for them. It’s an absolute-
ly great moment”

Despite pleas for fans to stay
away on the night Liverpool finally
got their hands on the trophy, sup-
porters crowded around the stadium
even prior to kick-off, while the sec-
ond half was accompanied by the

leerpool manager Jurgen Klopp

Liverpool players celebrate with the Premier League trophy after they beat Chelsea 5-3 in the final home game of the 2019 2020 season AP

constant crackling of fireworks lit by
fans outside the ground.

On the field, Klopp’s men
ensured a memorable night was
accompanied by a positive result after
just two wins in five previous games
since they clinched the title. And the
German again promised the fans a
proper party with a parade planned
through the city once restrictions are
lifted.

“You have to prepare for a party;’
he added. “When I dont know,
when this virus is gone then we will
have a party all together”

The result had far bigger conse-
quences for Chelsea as they slip to
fourth and leaves Frank Lampard’s
men still needing a point at home to
Wolves at Stamford Bridge on
Sunday to secure a place in the
Champions League.

‘IN OUR HANDS’

“It’s huge, we know the situa-
tion,” said Lampard. “It’s in our
hands to get a result against a very
good Wolves team”

Chelsea have already bolstered
their attacking options for next sea-
son with the signings of Timo
Werner and Hakim Ziyech, while
they are reportedly closing in on a
deal for the 90-million euro ($103

million, £81 million) rated Kai
Havertz of Bayer Leverkusen.

But it is at the other end
Lampard clearly has to find solu-
tions as they completed an entire
league season with just one clean
sheet away from home and have
now conceded 54 times in the
Premier League this season.

Liverpool were 3-0 up inside 43
minutes as sweet strikes from Nab
Keita, Trent Alexander-Arnold and
Georginio Wijnaldum gave Chelsea
a mountain to climb.

They nearly did so even after
Roberto Firmino scored his first
league goal at Anfield all season
restored Liverpool’s three-goal
cushion to cancel out Olivier
Giroudss strike just before half-time
for the visitors.

Christian Pulisic was surpris-
ingly left on the bench by Lampard
from the start and he changed the
came after he was introduced
alongside Tammy Abraham and
Callum Hudson-Odoi.

The American skipped past
four challenges before squaring
for Abraham and then fired pow-
erfully into the roof of the net with
the Liverpool defence all over the
place.

But Chelsea were undone again
at the other end as a blistering
break from inside their own box
saw Liverpool surge forward and
Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain smashed
home Andy Robertson’s cross at the
back post.

Lampard tells Liverpool

Man Utd Just a point away from CL

sport

We should not stop because
others will not sleep: Klopp

AFP M LIVERPOOL

iverpool manager Jurgen Klopp

believes his side will need to
keep improving to hold off the
chasing pack next season after lift-
ing the Premier League trophy.

Chelsea have already strength-
ened ahead of next season with the
signings of a long-term Liverpool
target Timo Werner and Hakim
Ziyech.

Klopp also  expects
Manchester City and Manchester
United to bolster their squads. But
the German believes there is still
improvement for his players to
make despite becoming English,
European and world champions
over the past 14 months.

“We should not stop, we have
internal challenges to improve,”
said Klopp. “We have the chance
to make another step, but we have
to because the others will not sleep.
Chelsea is such a talented team, we
had to bring everything on the
pitch tonight. Man Utd, Man City
(will contend), there are no guar-
antees for anything, but we will
try”

Liverpool also beat Chelsea to
lift the Uefa Super Cup at the start
of the season to go with the
Premier League, Champions
League and Club World Cup and
Klopp admitted he will take time
for a special momento after an
incredible run of success.

“We are champions of
England, Europe and the world.
We won four trophies, really big
ones, so I couldn’t be more proud,”

Pogrrier Lgvesm

he added. “I'm usually not a per-
son who needs pictures but I will
have a picture with all four trophies
because it doesn’t happen often, so
we should”

Jordan Henderson had the
honour of becoming the first
Liverpool player to lift the Premier
League trophy and the Reds’ cap-
tain believes the manner of victo-
ry over a Chelsea side, who need-
ed a result to confirm their place
in the Champions League next sea-
son, bodes well for what can be
achieved next season.

“It’s been a journey and to fin-
ish it off like this is really special,”
said Henderson. “After this, next
season is going to be a big chal-
lenge for us. But I thought tonight
we showed the mentality to come
and perform again and get the
result we did”

West Brom promoted as
Brentford blow chance

not to get too arrogant

Liverpool: Chelsea manager
Frank Lampard has said
Premier League champions
Liverpool should not become
too arrogant after being left
unimpressed with the behav-
iour of their bench during
Wednesday’s 5-3 defeat.

Lampard was involved in
an exchange with Liverpools
bench after a free kick was
awarded against Chelsea’s
Mateo  Kovacic. Trent
Alexander-Arnold found the
net from the free kick to make
it 2-0.

“For me it wasn’t a foul

from Kovacic,” Lampard told
Sky Sports. “There were a lot of
things that were ongoing and
on the bench ... I've got no
problem with Jurgen Klopp, he’s
managed this team and it’s fan-
tastic.

“Some of the bench, its a
fine line between when you are
winning — and they’ve won
the league, fair play to
Liverpool Football Club — but
also don’t get too arrogant
with it.

“That was my thing, but
(it's) done. In match play you get
emotional and that was it” AP

AFP B MANCHESTER

le Gunnar Solskjaer urged

his Manchester United
stars to seize a “fantastic
opportunity” to qualify for
the Champions League after
Mason Greenwood rescued a
1-1 draw against West Ham on
Wednesday.

Solskjaer’s side fell behind
to Michail Antonio’s penalty in
the first half at Old Trafford.

But teenage forward
Greenwood struck after the
interval to lift United into
third place in the Premier

placed Chelsea on goal differ-
ence after the Blues lost 5-3

top four if they draw or win in
their decisive showdown with

B’DESH TO RESCHEDULE SL TEST TOUR
NEew DELHI: Bangladesh is planning to tour Sri Lanka in October
for their rescheduled three-Test series, following the
postponement of this year's T20 World Cup. According to a report
in ESPNericinfo, BCB are currently in talks with its Sri Lankan
counterparts (SLC) and if everything falls into place “Bangladesh
men’s pending three-Test series against hosts Sri Lanka could be
rescheduled to October.”

CARLSEN BEAT ANAND IN LEGENDS OF
CHESS

CHENNAI: India’'s Viswanathan Anand suffered his second
consecutive loss, going down to world No 1 Magnus Carisen in
the second round of the $150,000 chess24 Legends of Chess
online tournament. The former world champion had kept the
Norwegian ace in check in three games of the best-of-four contest
before slipping 1.5-2.5 by in the final game late on Wednesday.

EMERY TO COACH VILLARREAL FOR 3
SEASONS

VILLARREAL: Spanish club Villarreal on Thursday announced
Unai Emery as manager for the next three seasons. Emery was
sacked as Arsenal’s coach in November 2019 after 18 months at
helm. Emery, who has coached Almeria, Valencia and Sevilla in
the Spanish top-flight before, will be presented as Villarreal
manager at the their home ground on Monday.

HALEP SIGNS UP FOR PRAGUE EVENT

PRAGUE: World No 2 Simona Halep on Wednesday said that she
will play the WTA Prague clay court tournament in August, adding
further doubt to her participation in the US Open. “Hi everyone. |
can't wait to take part in the tournament in the magpnificent city of
Prague. See you in August,” the reigning Wimbledon champ said
ina video message. The Prague tourney runs from August 10-16.

ICC POSTPONES TWO QUALIFYING EVENTS
DuBAI: The Covid-19 pandemic continued to take a toll on the
sporting calendar with ICC on Thursday postponing this year's
qualifying events for two separate tournaments due to the global
health crisis. The ICC has postponed September’s Men’s World
Cup League 2 series to be hosted in Namibia and the U19 World
Cup Regional Qualifier Division 2 due to take place in August in
Tanzania.

FIDE ONLINE CHESS OLYMPIAD FROM
JULY 25

CHENNAI: The FIDE Online Chess Olympiad, which will feature
top players like world No 3 Ding Liren and [Viswanathan Anand
among others, will be held from July 25 to August 30. Teams from
163 countries will take part in the first-ever online Olympiad.
Russia is the top-ranked team, followed by China, USA, Armenia
and Ukraine. The India team, captained by Vidit Santosh Guijrati, is
the seventh-seed in the prestigious competition.

MANANGOI SUSPENDED IN DOPING CASE
MonAco: Former 1,500-meter world champion Elijah Manangoi
was provisionally suspended on Thursday for missing doping
tests. The Athletics Integrity Unit said the Kenyan runner has been
charged with “whereabouts failures.” No timetable for his
disciplinary case was given.

MARQUEZ DECLARED FIT TO RACE

JEREZ DE LA FRONTERA: Six-time defending MotoGP
champion Marc Marquez will race at the Andalucia Grand Prix this
weekend despite a broken arm. Team Honda said on Thursday that
Mérquez passed a physical and was declared fit to race despite
undergoing surgery to fix a broken right humerus on Tuesday.
Agencies

They are one point ahead
of Leicester going into their last
game of the season at the King
Power Stadium.

Solskjaer’s team were well
below their best against West
Ham, but they are now unbeat-
en in 13 league matches and
will complete an impressive
surge into the Champions
League if they emerge
unscathed at Leicester.

They can also qualify for
Europe’s elite club competition
if they win the Europa League
in August.

West Ham’s point ensured

Manchester: West Bromwich
Albion won promotion back to
the Premier League after a two-
year absence, joining Leeds
United in the top flight next sea-
son after a 2-2 home draw with
Queens Park Rangers in a dra-

matic  finale to the
Championship season on
Wednesday.

The point for Slaven Bilic’s
side was enough to ensure sec-
ond place in England’s second
tier after Brentford blew their
chance by losing 2-1 at home to
lowly Barnsley.

A win for Brentford would

Brentford will go into the play-
offs along with Fulham and
Cardiff City but in a huge swing
in fortunes, Nottingham Forest
missed out on goal difference
with Swansea City grabbing the
last slot in astonishing fashion.

At the bottom, Hull City

League. later at champions Liverpool.  fifth-placed Leicester on they are mathematically cer- | have sent them into the top divi- and Charlton were relegated
They are ahead of fourth- United will finish in the Sunday. tain to avoid relegation. sion for the first time since 1947.  along with Wigan Athletic.
Archer, Anderson, Wood | Inter d I titl for J
r'cher, Anderson, Nnier araw ciears ttie way 10r Juve
AFP B MILAN Inter’s place in the

return for series decider

against the West Indies starting at the
Old Trafford here on Friday.

The 25-year-old Archer was
dropped from the second Test for
breaching the Covid-19 bio-secure
protocol and slapped with a financial
penalty of an undisclosed amount.

While Archer was dropped from
the series-levelling second Test,
Anderson and Wood were rested
from the game.

Archer, Anderson and Wood
will compete with the pace trio of
Stuart Broad, Chris Woakes and
Sam Curran for places in England’s
playing XI.

It will be interesting to see
England’s pace attack for the third
Test as the trio of Broad, Curran and
Woakes has performed well in the
second Test.

PTI ® MANCHESTER

Fast bowler Jofra Archer has
returned to the 14-member
England squad alongside James
Anderson and Mark Wood for the
series-deciding third and final Test

[

losers,”
coached Juventus to three of
their current run of eight
titles and then went on to win

nter Milan’s goalless draw
against Fiorentina on
Wednesday left Juventus
needing just one more win to
claim a ninth consecutive
Serie A title.

Juve are six points clear of

second-placed Atalanta and can
claim their 36th Scudetto on
Thursday with a win at strug-
gling Udinese.

Antonio Conte’s Inter are

third, one point behind
Atalanta with three games to
play, despite having dominat-
ed for long periods under the
rain at the San Siro.

“Second place is for
said Conte, who

the Premier League and FA
Cup with Chelsea.

“I understand that there
are those who are satisfied with
this, but for me it is meaningless.
When you leave points, it means
that there are shortcomings.”

A Romelu Lukaku header

hit the woodwork after 18 min-
utes with Alexis Sanchez also
missing a chance for the winner
just after the break.

Fiorentina goalkeeper Pietro
Terracciano pulled off a string of
saves denying Nicolo Barella and
Lukaku from close range.

Champions League next season

is assured but they could now

finish fourth, with Lazio four

points back ahead of their match

with 13th-placed Cagliari on
Thursday.

Roma, mean-

while, move back

o fifth ahead of AC

Milan, who beat

Sassuolo on Tuesday,

after routing already-relegated

SPAL 6-1.

Bruno Peres scored a sec-
ond-half brace with Carles
Perez scoring his first Serie A
goal for the visitors with
Nikola Kalinic and Nicolo
Zaniolo also on target.

Roma are two points ahead
of Milan, with the two teams
already assured of Europa
League football next season.

Amir cleared to
join side in Eng

Pakistan left-arm pacer Mohammad Amir on
Thursday was cleared to join the national side
in England after his second test also returned neg-
ative for coronavirus.

“The PCB will now be making arrangements
to send Amir and masseur, Mohammad Imran
to England as soon as possible so that they can
join the training camp in Derbyshire,” the
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) said in a release.

Amir, 28, left many people disappointed
including the national team’s head coach and chief
selector, Misbah-ul-Haq when he announced his
sudden retirement from Test cricket last year.

Former players are of the opinion that if Amir
is available and fit, then he should also be con-
sidered for the Test series against England.

Amir in a recent interview had said that he
had made a mistake playing all three formats after
his comeback after a five-year ban for spot-fix-
ing. “I should have first played one or two for-
mats and checked to see how my
body is doing and whether I could
take the strain.

I erred in playing immedi-
ately in all three formats and it
led to injury and fitness problems.
“At least now I am confident
that I can now carry on
playing for another four
to six years if I take
care of myself] he
had said.

NZC leave decision to join IPL on players

PTI 8 NEW DELHI

ew Zealand Cricket

(NZC) will issue No
Objection  Certificates
(NOG:s) to all its six interna-
tionals set to compete in the
IPL but said the “due dili-
gence” on health safety proto-
cols will have to be done by
the players themselves.

The six New Zealand
players who are set to play in
the IPL are Jimmy Neesham
(Kings XI Punjab), Lockie
Ferguson (Kolkata Knight
Riders), Mitchell

McClenaghan and Trent
Boult (Mumbai Indians),
Kane Williamson (Sunrisers
Hyderabad) and Mitchell
Santner (Chennai Super
Kings).

“Regarding the IPL,/ =,

NZC will be issuing NOCs
to the relevant players and
it’s up to them to decide,
NZC spokesperson Richard
Boock said.

While the NZC will be
updating its players about
the health safety protocols
and latest Covid-19 relat-
ed developments, the

- .-

onus will be on the six indi-
-, viduals to do due diligence.
. “Well, yes, the issuing
of NOC:s is considered on
a case-by-case basis and
it’s rare that they are ever
refused. However, the
due diligence is some-
X "thing for the respective
~ players to shoulder —
although we are happy to
pass on as much info as we
can to assist in these mat-
ters,” Boock added.
Recently, New Zealand
skipper Williamson, who
plays for Sunrisers

Hyderabad, spoke about
wanting to know more about
the safety protocols that will
be employed considering that
the event is likely to be shift-
ed to the UAE, which has a
lesser Covid-19 case load than
India.

Boock also confirmed
that New Zealand A team’s
tour of India has been can-
celled. “My information is
that the A tour of India will
not be happening. It was deci-
sion taken by mutual agree-
ment between both the
boards,” Boock said.

Japanese swimmer lkee Rikako
holding the lantern containing Olympic
flame poses during a photo session at
the Olympic Stadium in Tokyo AP

Akhtar blames BCCI for
T20 WC postponement

Lahore: Former Pakistan
speedster Shoaib Akhtar has
slammed the BCCI, alleging
that the Indian cricket board
played a role in the ICC post-
poning the T20 World Cup
later this year to make room
for the Indian Premier League.
Akhtar also felt that the Asia
Cup could have taken place.
“Asia Cup could have def-
initely happened, it would
have been a great chance for

India and Pakistan to play
against each other. There are
many reasons behind this. I
don’t want to get into that,
Akhtar said while speaking to
Geo Cricket on YouTube.

“T20 World Cup could
have also happened, but I
had already said earlier that
they won't let it happen. IPL
should not be damaged, let the
World Cup go to hell;” Akhtar
said.

PTI W NEW DELHI

he Indian 4x400m mixed

relay team’s Silver medal in
the 2018 Asian Games has
been upgraded to Gold follow-
ing the disqualification of orig-
inal winners Bahrain on
account of a doping ban hand-
ed to one of its runners.

Bahrain, which had topped
the 4x400 mixed relay final, was
disqualified after Kemi
Adekoya was handed a four-
year ban by the Athletics
Integrity Unit (AIU) for failing

a dope test.
Besides
Raghavan’s fourth-place finish
in the women’s 400m hurdles
event has been upgraded to

this, Anu

Bronze medal after the AIU
annulled the results of Adekoya,
who originally won the race.

The Indian quartet of
Mohammed Anas, MR
Poovamma, Hima Das and
Arokia Rajiv had clocked
3:15:71 behind Bahrain
(3:11:89). Raghavan had
clocked 56.92 to finish fourth in
the final race in Jakarta.

“The additional medal
takes our tally to 20, including
eight Gold and nine Silver]” said
AFI President Adille ]
Sumariwalla.



