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With all eyes on the
Rajasthan High Court

on Friday over the Rajasthan
political impasse, Congress
rebel leader Sachin Pilot on
Thursday scored a point in the
Supreme Court in his fight
against Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot. 

The Supreme Court
refused to stop the Rajasthan
High Court from announcing
its decision on a petition by
Pilot and 18 other rebel MLAs
challenging disqualification
notices served to them for
defying the Congress. 

The Rajasthan Speaker,
who served the notices last
week, had argued that the
rebels cannot petition the High
Court at this stage. The
Rajasthan High Court’s ruling
will, however, be subject to the
final order of the Supreme
Court, which will take up the
case on Monday. 

Gehlot who wrote a letter
to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi complaining him about
conspiracy to topple his
Government, asserted that the
alleged audio tapes that has sur-
faced with allegations of
involvement of a Union
Minister of payoffs to legislators
is very much authentic and can
be sent abroad for further
authentication. 

“It is the matter of just one

day. Why can’t you wait,” the
Supreme Court asked the
Speaker during arguments on
blocking the Rajasthan High
Court verdict. The judges also
questioned why the Speaker, a
neutral person, should
approach the court at all.

“Assume a leader has lost
the faith of persons. While
remaining in party they cannot
be disqualified. Then this will
become a tool and no one can
raise their voice. The voice of
dissent in a democracy cannot
be suppressed like this,” said
Justice AK Mishra, one of the
three judges hearing the case,
without referring to Rajasthan.

Justice Mishra was
responding to the arguments of
senior lawyer Kapil Sibal
defending the Speaker’s right to
serve disqualification notices
and ask the rebels why they
skipped party meetings. “The
High Court cannot give any
protective order at this stage to
the other camp. No court can
intervene when the Speaker is
deciding the case,” Sibal said.

Speaker CP Joshi had
served notices to 19 rebel
MLAs, including Sachin Pilot,
after they skipped two meetings
of Congress MLAs called by
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
last week. 

The rebels argued in court
that they do not intend to quit
the party; they only want a
change in the leadership. But
Sibal said their act of not join-

ing the meetings amounted to
giving up their membership.

The Speaker’s sudden
move to seek the SC’s inter-
vention reflects the Congress’s
worry that a legal victory for
the rebels may endanger its
Government in Rajasthan.

Ashok Gehlot’s
Government has a narrow lead
in the 200-member Assembly
— just one MLA over the
majority mark of 101. If the
Rajasthan High Court decides
the Speaker can continue the
process of disqualifying team
Pilot’s 19 MLAs, Gehlot can
win more easily as the major-
ity mark will come down.

If the rebel MLAs win their
case and get protection from
disqualification, they can vote
against the Congress
Government and make it tough
for Gehlot to retain power.

����� ��������	

India on Thursday charged
Pakistan with blocking all

avenues for remedy in
Kulbhushan Jadhav case 
and said it adopted a “farcical”
approach in granting 
consular access.

This strong statement came
after Jadhav was denied con-
sular access and Islamabad
said July 20 was the last date for
filing review petition by 
Jadhav against death sentence
given to him.

Making New Delhi’s stand
clear, Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) Spokesperson
Anurag Srivastava said India
had requested Pakistan 12
times for consular access to
Jadhav and Islamabad has not
provided “unhindered and
unimpeded access”.

Srivastava also said
Pakistan adopted a “farcical
approach” in handling the case,
adding India is exploring avail-
able options in the matter. 

“Pakistan has blocked all
avenues for effective remedy
available to India. It stands in
violation of International Court
of Justice (ICJ) judgment and

its own Ordinance. India
reserves its position, including
right to avail of further reme-
dies,” the Ministry said 
on the Pakistan Government
moving Islamabad High Court
to appoint lawyer for
Kulbhushan Jadhav.

The MEA Spokesperson
further said India tried to file
a review petition on July 18 for
Jadhav but the lawyer appoint-
ed by India was told he has no
“power of attorney.” 

Pakistan had earlier this
month said July 20 is the last
date of filing a review petition
by Jadhav against the death
sentence awarded by a
Pakistani military court.

The 50-year-old retired
Indian Navy officer was sen-
tenced to death by the Pakistani

military court on charges of
espionage and terrorism in
April 2017.

India approached the
International Court of Justice
(ICJ) against Pakistan for denial
of consular access to Jadhav
and challenging the death sen-
tence. The Hague-based ICJ
ruled in July 2019 that Pakistan
must undertake an “effective
review and reconsideration”
of the conviction and sentence
of Jadhav and also to grant con-
sular access to India without
further delay.

The Pakistan Government
has claimed that Jadhav refused
to file a review petition or an
application to reconsider the
verdict. Pakistan enacted the
“International Court of Justice
Review and Reconsideration
Ordinance 2020” on May 20
under which a petition for the
review of a military court’s
decision can be made to
Islamabad High Court through
an application within 60 days
of its promulgation.

Srivastava said India
already shared its concerns to
Pakistan in June knowing the
“inadequacies and shortcom-
ings” in the Ordinance.

����� ��������	

India on Thursday categori-
cally asked China to “sin-

cerely” work for complete dis-
engagement and de-escalation
on the Line of Actual Control
(LAC) in Ladakh. 

Officials of the two Foreign
Ministries under the aegis of
the Working Mechanism for
Consultation and Co-ordina-
tion on India-China border
Affairs (WMCC) are likely to
hold talks on Friday to break
the logjam and pave the way for
another round of Corps
Commander-level parleys.

India’s latest assertion came
against the backdrop of the
Chinese troops not honouring
the agreements arrived at in the
last round of talks between the
two Commanders to withdraw
additional troops from the
front and “depth” areas.

China is yet to start the
process to pull back its 40,000
troops leading to heightened
tension on the LAC and India
also forced ramp up its troop
strength. Moreover, the
Chinese side has also not
removed its heavy guns and
weapons as agreed upon,
sources said. 

This pact to thin out troops
was projected as a major con-
fidence building measure but
the Chinese not withdrawing
has raised alarm bells in the
Indian security establishment,
they said.

Given this actual scenario,
the Ministry of External Affairs
on Thursday said in order to
bring restore normalcy,

respecting and strictly abiding
by the LAC is the basis of peace
and tranquility in the border
areas.

Several agreements con-
cluded by India and China
since 1993 firmly acknowl-
edge this, Ministry spokesper-
son Anurag Srivastava said.

Reiterating the point that
China triggered the eight-week
old stand offs, he said, “In my
statement of June 26, I had
noted that the conduct of
Chinese forces this year, includ-
ing the deployment of large
body of troops and changes in
behaviour, accompanied by
unjustified and untenable
claims, has been in complete
disregard of all the mutual
agreements.  

“We have also made it
clear that India is fully com-
mitted to observing and
respecting the LAC and that we
will not accept any unilateral
attempts to change the status
quo along the LAC.”

Referring to important
talks between National Security
Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval and
Foreign Minister Wang Yi on
July 5, he said both the sides
then agreed to work towards
complete disengagement of the
troops along the LAC and de-
escalation from India-China
border areas for full restoration
of peace and tranquility. 

Doval and Wang Yi are
Special Representatives of their
respective countries to address
the boundary issue.
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Abiding by the Supreme
Court judgment, the

Defence Ministry on Thursday
issued orders to grant
Permanent Commission to
women officers in the Army.
This major move will benefit
more than 300 women officers
right away serving in 10
streams of the force.

The order comes after the
apex court in February this year
directed the Government that
women officers in the Army be
granted Permanent
Commission and command
postings in all services.
However, women officers as of
now cannot serve in the com-
bat arms like the infantry,
artillery and armored corps.

Following the judgment,
Army Chief General MM
Naravane had said it was an
enabling one and gives a lot of

clarity on how to move for-
ward. He had stated that the
same procedure for male Short
Service Commission (SSC)
officers will be followed for
women to give Permanent
Commission.

The Defence Ministry
order on Thursday also said,
“In anticipation, the Army HQ

had set in motion a series of
preparatory actions for conduct
of the Permanent Commission
Selection Board for women
officers. 

The Selection Board will be
scheduled as soon as all affect-
ed SSC women officers exercise
their option and complete req-
uisite documentation.”
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Revered Shankracharya
Swaroopanand Saraswati

on Thursday said in Varanasi
that the time chosen for the
“bhoomi pujan” and laying the
foundation of the Ram Temple
is “inauspicious” as August 5
falls in the Dakshinayan
Bhadrapad month and is the
second day of Krishna Paksha. 

“In the Hindu scriptures,
construction for home or tem-
ple is prohibited during the
Bhadrapad month,” he said,
and gave an example of Vishnu
Dharma Shastra and the
Naivagna Ballabh Granth to
support his claim.

However, the Kashi
Vidhyat Parishad termed
Shankaracharya’s claims as
baseless, saying that Lord Rama
is an universal hero and ques-
tions should not be raised on

construction of the temple.
Ram Janmabhumi temple

chief priest Acharya Satyendra
Das has challenged the claim of
Shankaracharya that
Bhadrapada month is not aus-
picious for the bhoomi pujan of
the Ram temple. 

Similar views were pre-
sented by Mahant Parhamans
Das of Tapasvi Chavni of
Ayodhya, who said the entire
Bhadrapad month is auspi-
cious for any religious work.

The Ram Temple, once
ready, will be 161-feet high.
This would be an increase of 20
feet from the original design
that was readied in 1988.

It may be recalled that a
five-judge bench of the SC led
by then CJI Ranjan Gogoi had
in November 29 ruled in favour
of Ram Lalla Virajman and
allotted the entire disputed
land in Ayodhya for temple.

Jaipur : Targeting Union
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat, Rajasthan Chief
Minister Ashok Gehlot on
Tuesday said the audio clips
which indicate an alleged plot
to topple his Government can
be sent abroad for forensic
tests.  Without taking the min-
ister’s name, Gehlot questioned
why he is not coming forward
to give a voice sample. “We can
send it for FSL testing to
America if they have no trust 
in the Rajasthan government,”
the Rajasthan CM said, adding
that the Congress also did not
trust the Centre.

Jaipur: A city court has direct-
ed that the Rajasthan Police
should probe a complaint alleg-
ing the involvement of Union
Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat in a credit society
scam. The development comes
amid allegations by the
Congress that the minister is
involved in a bid to topple the
Ashok Gehlot Government.
The SOG has already sent a
notice to the Minister in con-
nection with a probe into audio
clips which indicate efforts to
lure away Congres MLAs.
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With Telangana recording a
bigger spike everyday,

the State health officials have
admitted that the State was
passing through the stage of
community transmission of
the outbreak.

Director of Public Health
Dr G Srinivas Rao on Thursday
said there were strong indica-
tions to show the presence of
Covid-19 in the community
across Telangana.  

“The virus is in the com-
munity and all of us are doing
our best to contain it. The State
Government is pulling out all
stops to prevent the virus from
spreading. The general public
must be very cautious in the
next four to five weeks. Masks,

hand washing and physical
distancing in every aspect of life
are mandatory,” Dr G Srinivas
Rao said in Hyderabad.

Telangana has over 50,000
positive cases and nearly 450
deaths. 

The State faced huge crit-
icism for not carrying out ade-
quate number of test to track
positive cases. Even now it is
one of the worst States as far as
testing numbers go.
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The case of a Delhi police-
man having a relapse of

the coronavirus has baffled
experts and the doctors treat-
ing him and has raised the
question whether a recov-
ered patient can contract the
infection again.

The policeman, 50, had
tested positive for the virus
in May and was treated at
the Indraprastha Apollo

hospitals between May 15
and 22. Thereafter, he had
tested negative and resumed
duty.

However, on July 10, he
again felt unwell with a fever
and dry cough and got him-
self tested on July 13. 

The report came positive
through the rapid antigen test
as well as the RT-PCR test,
said Dr Rajesh Chawla,
Respiratory and Critical Care
Medicine, Apollo Hospitals.
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With 789 fresh COVID-19
cases, Haryana on

Thursday witnessed another
big spike in positive cases in the
last 24 hours.

The State’s count stood at
28,975 positive cases which
included 6,348 active cases.

Six more people suc-
cumbed to the COVID-19 in
the last 24 hours in the State.
Three deaths were reported in
Faridabad and one each in
Gurugram, Sonepat and Jhajjar
were reported in Haryana tak-
ing the total toll to 378 in the
state. Notably, Haryana had
witnessed its biggest single-day
spike with 795 COVID-19 pos-
itive cases reported on July 17.
A day before, the State had
reported 724 fresh COVID-19
positive cases crossing the

28000-mark.
“Out of 699 fresh cases,

Faridabad reported the highest
number of 220 positive cases.
139 cases were reported in
Gurugram, 88 in Ambala, 78 in
Sonepat, 48 in Rewari, 38 in
Panipat, 33 in Rohtak among
other cases,” stated the Haryana
Health Department’s evening
bulletin.

With 220 fresh cases
reported in Faridabad, the dis-
trict on Thursday crossed the
7000-mark. The total cases in
the district were 7,073 which
included 5,553 active cases till
the evening.

In Gurugram, the worst-
affected place in Haryana, the
total positive cases were 8266

including 6996 active cases. 119
people in Gurugram and 117 in
Faridabad have succumbed to
COVID-19 till date.According
to the bulletin, “With contin-
uous spike in fresh cases, the
case-doubling rate in Haryana
stood at 23 days, COVID pos-
itive rate increased to 5.98 per
cent, recovery rate declined to
76.79 percent. The fatality rate
recorded was 1.30 per cent.”

Till date, the State has
reported 22,249 recoveries
including 552 patients recov-
ering in the last 24 hours and
being discharged from hospi-
tals. Giving details of patients
in critical condition in the
state, the bulletin said, “123
patients were on oxygen sup-
port while 26 were on ventila-
tor. 4.90 lakh samples have
been tested till date in Haryana.
The report of 5575 samples is
awaited, the bulletin added.
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Due to COVID-19 situation
a complete ban has been

imposed on transfers in
Himachal Pradesh, a
Government spokesperson
informed on Thursday.

He said that the ban has
been imposed with clear stip-
ulations that no transfer or
adjustments will be ordered by
a n y
Department/Board/Corporatio

n/Universities etc. during the
ban period, except in the rarest
of the rare cases that is only on
extreme medical grounds or on
administrative exigencies that
too with the prior approval of
the CM through the Minister
in-charge concerned in accor-
dance with the Comprehensive
Guiding Principles. He said
that the decision has been
taken by the State Government
as a precautionary and pre-
ventive measure. Meanwhile,

the State Govt spokesperson
said that due to confirmation of
COVID-19 case in HP
Secretariat, non officials would
not be allowed to enter the HP
Secretariat without a valid
permit. He said that no refer-
ence calls, messages would be
entertained in this regard. In
case of any laxity, personal
responsibility of concerned
gate in-charge would be fixed
and necessary action would ini-
tiate against him, he added.
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With 20 fresh COVID-19
positive cases on

Thursday, Chandigarh reached
the 800-mark of infection cases.
While the total cases stood at
800 till the evening, the active
cases were 256 in the city.

“Fresh cases were reported
from Sectors 21, 32, 38, 40, 42,
61, Ramdarbar, Bapu Dham
colony in Sector 26,
Manimajra, Mauli Jagran and
Dhanas,” stated the Chandigarh
Health Department’s evening
bulletin.

Meanwhile, five patients
were declared cured on
Thursday. 531 patients have
recovered so far in the city, the
bulletin stated. The recovery
rate of COVID-19 patients in
Chandigarh, which was the
best in the country in the first
week of July has declined to
66.3 percent due to steady
increase in the number of per-
sons testing positive in the last
fortnight. 11780 samples have
been tested till date.
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Punjab on Thursday wit-
nessed a record spike of 441

fresh cases, including SAD
MLA from Batala Lakhbir
Singh Lodhianangal and his
son, with eight more suc-
cumbing to the deadly conta-
gion pushing the state’s
COVID-19 tally close to
12,000. With the new additions,
the total number of novel coro-
navirus positive patients in
Punjab stood at 11739, while
the death toll has reached 277.
Patiala and Jalandhar reported
two deaths each, while
Amritsar, SAS Nagar (Mohali),
Ferozepur, and Hoshiarpur
reported one fatality each.

Among the districts,
Ludhiana reported the highest
89 fresh cases, followed by
Jalandhar with 63, Patiala 53,
Bathinda 42, SAS Nagar 30,
Amritsar 22, Sangrur 20,
Ferozepur 17, Pathankot,
Fatehgarh Sahib, Faridkot, and
Muktsar with 13 each,
Gurdaspur with 12, Hoshiarpur
9, Fazilka 8, Tarn Taran 7, SBS
Nagar, Kapurthala and Mansa
with four each, Moga three and
Barnala with two fresh cases.

Even as the health author-
ities are yet to compile the

details of all the cases from
Ludhiana and some from
Bathinda and Fatehgarh Sahib,
as many as 111 were reported
with the contact history and 26
with the travel history to other
states or countries.

Of the total 175 fresh cases
are with no contact or travel
history and categorized as
“new”. These include 31 with
Influenza-like Illness (ILI),
nine Police Personnel including
six from Ferozepur and one
each from Faridkot, Amritsar
and Gurdaspur; three health-
care workers, 14 from the out-
patient department (OPD);
one Doctor, one from the Field
Staff, one from the Health
Staff, among others.

A total of 100 patients
were discharged from hospitals
on Wednesday after recovering
from COVID-19. Thirteen
patients were in a critical state
and have been put on ventila-
tor while 70 are on oxygen sup-
port, said the bulletin.

So far, 7,741 people have
been cured of the disease and
there were 3,721 active
COVID-19 cases in the state, it
stated.Punjab has been wit-
nessing daily surge in COVID-
19 cases in the range of 300-400
for the past several days. 
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Alarmed over the steady
increase in the number of

COVID-19 cases across the
State, Punjab Government on
Thursday enhanced the fines
for violating home isolation
and social distancing norms.

From now on, the COVID-
19 patients violating home iso-
lation instructions in Punjab
will have to shell out Rs 5,000
as fine, as per the new guide-
lines announced by the Chief
Minister Capt Amarinder
Singh.

As of now, there are 951
patients in home isolation
across the State, and nearly 200
have been challaned for vio-
lating the home quarantine
instructions. Earlier, the State
government had imposed Rs
2000 fine for violating home
quarantine instructions.

Besides, the Chief Minister
also announced imposition of
Rs 5,000 as fine for owners of
restaurants and commercial
eating places violating social
distancing norms, as a deter-
rent against defiance of the
restrictions put in place to
heck the spread of the pan-
demic in the State.

Further, violation of social
distancing norms and social
gatherings of more than the
permitted strength will lead to
penalty amounting to a whop-
ping Rs 10,000, the Chief
Minister said at a videoconfer-
ence meeting to review the
COVID-19 situation and pre-
paredness in the State.

The fines or penalties
announced by the Chief

Minister are in addition to
those announced earlier, in
May, for not wearing a mask in
public places (Rs 500), violation
of home quarantine instruc-
tions (Rs 2000) and spitting at
public places (Rs 500).

Under the existing guide-
lines, shops or commercial
places are liable to pay Rs
2,000 for violation of social dis-
tancing norms, while for buses
and cars such violations are
punishable by Rs 3000 and Rs
2000 fine respectively, and in
the case of auto-rickshaws or
two-wheelers, the fine stands at
Rs 500. 

The additional fines come
even as instances of violations
continue to be reported from
across the state, with average
daily challans for not wearing
masks standing at around 5000,
as per DGP Dinkar Gupta.

Capt Amarinder directed
the police to take stern steps to
ensure strict enforcement of
mandatory wearing of masks,
as per the guidelines issued by
the State Government.

The Chief Minister also
appealed to the Heads and
Managements of various reli-
gious institutions to ensure
enforcement of social distanc-
ing restrictions and other
COVID-19 safety guidelines,
including masks, during visits
to religious places in the State.
He urged them to make regu-
lar announcements in this
regard through public address
systems.

Capt Amarinder reiterated
his earlier appeal to the Kisan
Unions not to come out on the
roads to protest against the cen-
tral government’s anti-farmer
Ordinances but to defer any
such movements to check the
spread of Covid.

INSTALL MASK VENDING
MACHINES

In another initiative, the
Chief Minister has directed
that mask vending machines be
installed at vantage points such
as bus stands etc.

SET UP TWO MORE PLAS-

MA BANKS
Meanwhile, the Chief

Minister directed Chief
Secretary Vini Mahajan and
health experts to work out the
modalities for setting up
Plasma Banks also in the
Government Medical Colleges
at Fardikot and Amritsar, in
addition to Patiala, where the
state’s first Plasma Bank was
inaugurated on July 21. On the
first day itself, four donors
had given their plasma the
Bank. 

He also appealed to those
already cured of COVID-19 to
donate their plasma to help out
those fighting the disease. The
Chief Secretary informed the
meeting that IAS and PCS offi-
cers who have recovered are
also being encouraged to lead
the way by donating their plas-
ma.

DGP Dinkar Gupta said
that three policemen, including
one Punjab Home Guards
jawan, had also donated con-
valescent plasma at Patiala and
DMC.

PRACTISE EXTREME CAU-
TION: CM TO COPS
Expressing concern over the
rising number of cases, the
Chief Minister called for
extreme caution and directed
the DGP to ensure strict
enforcement of all the norms.
Pointing out that 28 police
personnel at Nathana police
station in Bathinda district
had tested positive, the Chief
Minister advised the employees
with fever or flu-like symptoms
not to come to office but to get
themselves tested at the earli-
est.
All the 28 cops were primary

contacts of an ASI who had
tested positive some days back,
the DGP said. Gupta informed
the meeting that another such
case had been reported from
Sub-Division Lehra, where a
total of 33 personnel (about 40
percent of total force) had test-
ed positive at Lehra police sta-
tion, two police posts, and
DSP office in a space of two-
three days earlier this week.

KHARKHAN BSF CAMPUS
EMERGES AS SUPER
SPREADER

He further disclosed that
the Kharkhan Border Security
Force (BSF) Campus, which
had turned into a super-spread-
er, had reported 126 of the 723
samples whose test reports had
so far been received. Results in
133 cases were pending while
another 127 were yet to be sam-
pled. The positive cases were all
asymptomatic and had been
sent to COVID care unit at BSF

HQ Jalandhar.
STEP UP SURVEILLANCE,

TESTING IN LUDH, JAL:
CM

Citing the high positivity
rate in Ludhiana and Jalandhar,
the Chief Minister directed
the Health Department to step
up surveillance and testing in
these districts to contain fur-
ther spread of the pandemic.
Jalandhar currently has the
maximum of 18 micro-con-
tainment zones in the State, Dr
KK Talwar informed the 
meeting.
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Punjab Government on
Thursday issued the

detailed guidelines for shoot-
ing of films or music videos
during Unlock-2 period in the
State, with restriction of 50 per-
sons at the shooting venue,
along with strict adherence to
other Covid-19 safety proto-
cols.

The guidelines comes a
day after the Chief Minister
Capt Amarinder Singh had
asked the State Chief Secretary
Vini Mahajan to formulate
clear guidelines in response to
the request from a delegation
of the film or music industry,
which approached the State
Government to seek permis-
sion for shooting of films or
music videos, with necessary
clarifications and directions
to be issued in this regard to
the district authorities.

Post approval by the Chief
Minister, the Special Chief
Secretary (Home) Satish
Chandra issued comprehensive

guidelines granting permis-
sion to shoot films or music
videos in the State, subject to
certain conditions.

The applications for grant
of permission for shooting of
films or music videos etc
would need to be submitted to
the Deputy Commissioner giv-

ing full details of the location,
number of days and timings
for which such permission, as
per the conditions.

Deputy Commissioner
would, after consulting the
police authorities, grant the
permission and a copy of the
permission shall be endorsed

to the Commissioner of Police
or the Senior Superintendent
of Police for information and
necessary action.

The guidelines also stipu-
late that the duration of shoot-
ing should be restricted to
minimum possible time and
not more than 50 persons
should be present. Shooting
would commence only after all
the persons involved are ther-
mally scanned and found
asymptomatic.

The shooting venue should
have sanitizers or soap and
water and the members present
should frequently wash their
hands. 

Wearing of masks for all
would be essential except for
the ones who are in front of the
camera. Social distance will
have to be maintained except
for the ones who being filmed.

To avoid crowding, ade-
quate number of view-cutters
(kanats) etc and enforcement
of crowd control by private
security personnel would be
ensured.
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Punjab Police has with-
drawn as many 6,355 per-

sonnel from non-core duties to
create ‘COVID Reserves’ and
reinforce its field force at
police stations and in the
Armed Battalions.

While 202 COVID
Reserves have been created in
police stations across 22 dis-
tricts, another 20 have been
constituted in the Armed
Battalions, to improve opera-
tional readiness for enforce-
ment of the various safety
norms and protocols in place
in the State.

The manpower mobiliza-
tion exercise was undertaken
from July 17, and as of July 23,
3,669 personnel were part of
202 COVID Reserves in dis-
tricts while 475 were in the
COVID Reserves of the
Armed Battalions, said the
state Director General of Police
(DGP) Dinkar Gupta.

The diversion of force

has been done from non-
core police duties at District
Police Offices, Police Lines,
Saanjh Kendras, those
attached with Police or Civil
officers and threatened per-
sons, and officials on tempo-
rary attachment with other
units.

“Post the exercise, an
additional 1,800 police per-
sonnel have been mobilized
at the police stations, across
the ranks of Constable to
Inspector,” said the DGP
during the COVID review
videoconference (VC) meet-
ing chaired by  Chief
Minister Capt Amarinder
Singh.

As far as the Armed
Battalions are concerned,
the additional personnel
deployment, in addition to
4 7 5  i n  t he  C OV I D
Reserves, has been made at
Shambhu Barrier (118),
Security duty in districts
(191) and NGOs of Armed
Battalions (102).
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Haryana Deputy Chief
Minister Dushyant

Chautala on Thursday said
that the bill for 50 percent
reservation for women in pan-
chayat will be brought in the
upcoming Vidhan Sabha ses-
sion, so that the participation
of women in the development
of villages is increased.

“Many states in the coun-
try have already given 50 per-
cent reservation to women in
panchayat. Haryana
Government will also do so
and a bill in this regard would
be tabled in the next session of
the State Assembly. The reser-
vation will be given before the
next panchayat polls in the
state,” said Dushyant while
talking to the mediapersons
here.

100 women representatives
of Panchayat Raj Institutions
who have performed well in
their wards, Panchayat,
Panchayat Samiti and Zilla
Parishad will be honoured by
giving two-wheelers. He said

that 10 scooty will be given to
Zilla Parishad, 20 to Panchayat
Samiti, 40 to Ward Panches and
30 to other women who have
done excellent work in their
field during COVID-19, he
said.

Dushyant further said that
the ordinance related to pro-
viding 75 percent jobs to local
candidates in private sector
and amendments in Industries
Act and Factories Act have
been sent to the Haryana
Governor for approval.

The State Cabinet had on
July 6 decided to bring ordi-
nances on Haryana State
Employment of Local
Candidates Ordinance, 2020
and amend the Industrial
Disputes Act, 1947 and the
Factories Act, 1948.

Three ordinances have
been sent to the Governor.
Now, it is Governor’s preroga-
tive to take a call on them him-
self or send it to the President,
Dushyant added.

After getting 75 percent
reservation for local youth in
the private sector, employment

opportunities will increase in
Haryana, he said.

When asked about the new
Enterprises Policy, Dushyant
who is also Haryana Industries
Minister said that the focus of
the State Government is on the
expansion of industrial infra-
structure in rural areas. The
new Haryana Enterprises
Promotion Policy-2020, which
will become valid from August
15, 2020 to August 14, 2025,
and this will be included.

He said that industrial
estates will be developed in
rural areas where 500 acres of
non-agricultural land of the
Panchayat is available. Similarly
the industrial blocks of Group-
C and Group-D zones would
get the facilities on the similar
lines of Group-A and Group-
B so that more and more
investors are brought to
Haryana by turning post-
COVID situation into an
opportunity, he said.

During COVID-19 crisis,
the State Government has held
talks with more than 600
investors through webinar.  A

base survey is being conduct-
ed to establish industrial town-
ships in Faridabad and
Yamunanagar which would
prove to be the benchmark of
the new Enterprises Promotion
Policy. He also informed that
emphasis will be given to com-
panies like Apple in the IT sec-
tor to bring mega and ultra-
mega projects, for which talks
have been held with the Apple
company.

Govt to inquire into the
complaints of malpractices in
land deals

Dushyant, who also holds
the portfolio of the Revenue
Departmentsaid that the State
Government had a day before
taken a  decision to temporar-
ily halt registries.

“After complaints of mal-
practices regarding the current
mechanism for registration of
deeds for transfer of land under
The Registration Act, 1908,
directions have been given to
the Deputy Commissioners to
check the registries made in the
controlled area declared under
the Municipal Corporation

limits in the cities under the
Haryana Development and
Regulation of Urban Areas
Act, 1975 and to submit report
within 15 days,” Dushyant said.

He further said that the
State Government is on the
road to modernize its Revenue
Department and three major
changes will be brought in
which will facilitate the people
in the land transfer deed works. 

All stamps above than Rs
100 would be issued online as
e-stamp. Sample copies of all
types of deeds would be avail-
able on the website of the
Revenue Department and any-
one can download the copy and
fill their forms without depend-
ing upon the agent.  Within 24-
hours of registration of land, an
electronic copy would be
emailed to the applicant and
hardcopy would be sent through
a registered post, he said.

On the temporary stoppage
of land transfer deeds, he said
that those who have already
registered land deeds would be
given an appointment for the
registry in next week.

The work of recent regis-
trations would be completed
within a fortnight after verifi-
cation through the Deputy
Commissioner, he added.

BJP-JJP would put up a
strong fight in Baroda bypolls 

On Baroda by-election,
Dushyant Chautala said that
people in Baroda want change
and despite three-time
Congress MLA there, the con-
stituency has not witnessed
any development. He said that
BJP-JJP would fight the by-poll
strongly and its candidate
would win the seat with a
clear majority.

On his meeting with BJP
national president Amit Shah
recently, he said that no talks
were held on the appointment
of state BJP president.When
asked about three agriculture
related ordinances brought by
the Centre, he made it clear that
the three ordinances brought by
Union Government ensure the
farmers would get Minimum
Support Price (MSP) irrespec-
tive of where in the country
they sell their produce.
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Haryana Chief Minister
Manohar Lal on Thursday

said that as during the last few
months India and the world is
battling COVID-19, there is
need for all sections of the soci-
ety to come together to effec-
tively fight this pandemic.

Manohar Lal while speak-
ing at a programme in Rohtak
said that besides the State
Government, thousands of
NGOs and other social and
religious organizations have
come forward to help the poor
and needy people in this time
of need.

He said that the State
Government has set up a
Corona Relief Fund to combat
Coronavirus pandemic and
exhorted all sections of the
society to generously contribute
to this fund. As a result of this,
a contribution of �290 crore has
so far been received to this
fund.

He said that the State
Government has set up relief
camps to provide food and
shelter to those migrant labour-
ers who were rendered jobless
due to closure of industries
during the lockdown down.
About 600 such camps were set
up in the state with a capacity
of 80,000 persons.

Arrangements of about 100
trains and 5,700 buses were
made by the State Government
to provide free transport facil-
ity to the workers intended to
return to their home states, he
added.

Apart from this, adequate
arrangements  of beds have
been made in the hospitals and
medical colleges of the state for
the treatment of positive
COVID-19 patients, he said
adding that even the private
hospitals in the state have
reserved 25 per cent beds
exclusively for the COVID
patients.

While hailing the contri-
bution of social and religious
organizations in rendering

self less  ser vice to the
society, the Chief Minister

further said that on the call
made by the State
Government, all the doctors,
para medics, health workers
police personnel are working
as Corona warriors to serve
the mankind in wake of
COVID-19 pandemic.
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High drama was wit-
nessed on Thursday at

the Padbhar Grahan
Samaroh of the newly
appointed state BJP presi-
dent Om Prakash Dhankar
outside the BJP headquarters
here when a man attempted
suicide.

A man identified as
Rajvir of Kansala village
attempted to commit suicide
by cutting off nerves of his
both legs with a sharp-edged
object. 

After chaos, police per-
sonnel on duty reached the
spot and rushed Rajvir to the
PGIMER.

Before being escorted
by the police from the venue,
he raised slogans against
police authorities and alleged
corruption  in the
Government,

Notably, Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar, BJP
in-charge for state affairs
Anil Jain, BJP state chief
OP Dhankar, former BJP
state chief Subhash Barala,
former minister Ram Bilas
Sharma and several other
senior leaders of the party
were present in the func-
tion when the incident took
place.
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In wake of the reports that
staff working under Punjab

National Health Mission is
proceeding on strike, Punjab’s
Health Minister Balbir Singh
Sidhu on Thursday appealed
them not to go on strike or any
mass casual leave.

“The entire world is fight-
ing against the crisis due to
COVID-19 pandemic and the
health employees are on the
forefront for the cause of
mankind. In such a scenario,
Punjab Government is also
making untiring efforts to serve
its people in this time of crisis.
Already, the Epidemic Diseases
Act has been enforced and the
State Government is making all

efforts to combat the menace,”
said Sidhu.

Sidhu said that at this junc-
ture, the staff working under
NHM should not even think of
such a move as this would not
only be anti-mankind but also
against their call of duty. He
exhorted the health workers,
especially ANMs, staff nurses,
to keep serving the people of
the State in the manner they
have been doing especially
after the outbreak of COVID-
19 pandemic. 

“We have to live up to
expectations of the people of
Punjab as they look upon us at
this hour of crisis,” he said
adding that despite all odds, the
Health Department recently
gave NHM employees six per-

cent-plus-12 percent special
COVID-19 increment about
two months back.

The Health Minister urged
the employees of the
Department not to back out
from their moral duty of being
forefront COVID-19 warriors.
“As done in past, the State
Government is always open to
any genuine problems being
faced by the staff and any one
facing any problems can con-
tact me directly,” he added.

Sidhu said that he was
hopeful that the employees of
National Health Mission
Punjab, being the backbone of
the Health Services, will stand
rock solid with the Department
and shun away any thought of
going on strike.
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Haryana Home-cum-
Health Minister  Anil Vij

on Thursday digitally inaugu-
rated a Plasma Bank at Pandit
Bhagwat Dayal Sharma Post
Graduate Institute of Medical
Sciences (PGIMS), Rohtak.

The Health Minister said
that after setting up this plas-
ma bank inside the premises of
PGIMS, Rohtak, the State
Government is also planning to
open more plasma banks in
Haryana soon. He said that
people recovering from
COVID-19 infection should
donate plasma so that other
patients can be treated easily.

Any person who has been
recovered from COVID-19

infection can donate his plas-
ma after 14 days. So far, about
28,000 patients have tested
positive for COVID-19 infec-
tion in Haryana, of which
more than 21,000 have recov-
ered. Such people can now
donate their plasma as by
donating plasma, atleast two
patients can be cured, he
added.

Vij further said that a com-
mittee has been constituted
for the documentation of the

Coronavirus. These will
include officers from the
Medical College and Health
Department. They will write a
detailed history of Coronavirus
so that a thorough research on
the beginning of this Pandemic,
problems and methods adopt-
ed to prevent it can be done.

The Health Minister also
spoke to a person who had
come for plasma donation.
The plasma donor looked
excited and the person said that
he would also inspire others to
donate their plasma.  The
Minister also lauded all the
officers and health workers of
the Health Department for
their dedicated efforts to save
the people of the state from the
Pandemic.
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The Central paramilitary
forces have clocked over

9,700 Covid-19 cases with
4,300 of them being active
ones even as the test reports of
about 600 personnel are await-
ed. As many as 41 personnel
have so far succumbed to the
infection.

The Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) has breached the
3,000-mark in terms of number
of infected personnel and tops
the list with 3,241 personnel
testing positive for the novel
Coronavirus infection till now.
Of this, as many as 220 cases of
infection were reported during
the last 24 hours. Currently,
there are 1,583 active cases and
1,643 patients have recovered
and 15 have died due to the pan-
demic.  

The Border Security Force
(BSF) is just short of 49 cases in
touching the 3,000 mark in
terms of Covid-19 infection
with a total of 2,941 personnel
being infected by the viral dis-
eases. Out of 2,941 positive

cases reported so far in the BSF
ranks, 1,512 are active and
1,429 have recovered besides 10
casualties including patients
with comorbidities and a road
accident victim who later test-
ed positive for the viral disease. 

Likewise, the Central
Industrial Security Force (CISF)
has a total case count of 1,524
including 413 active cases and
1,101 recovered patients besides
10 casualties.

The Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) has reported
1,038 Covid-19 positive cases till
so far of which 606 continue to
be active cases and 429 have
recovered and three have died.

The Sashastra Seema Bal
(SSB) has reported 474 cases of
Covid-19 infection in its ranks
of which 257 are active cases
and 214 have recovered. The
Force has reported three casu-
alties due to the viral disease.

The National Security
Guards has reported 91 cases of
Covid-19 infection of which
only seven are active and 84
patients have recovered. The
Force has not reported a single

casualty due to the disease.
The National Disaster

Response Force (NDRF) has
reported 384 Covid-19 cases in
its ranks of which 80 are active
and 304 patients have recovered.
Like the NSG, NDRF too has
not reported any loss of life due
to the pandemic.

As many as 9,703 cases of
Covid-19 have been reported
across the seven Forces till now
of which 4,458 continue to be
active and 5,204 have recovered
from the disease.

Covid-19 test reports of
suspected cases of infection of
596 personnel are awaited as on
date.

During the last 24 hours,
495 cases of infection have
been reported across the Forces
with the CRPF alone reporting
220 new cases during the peri-
od. The BSF and ITBP report-
ed 62 and 61 new cases respec-
tively during the last 24 hours
followed by 25 cases in CISF and
15 cases in SSB. The NSG
reported one new case and the
NDRF tested six positive cases
during the period. 
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Against the backdrop of
India’s bid to become

‘atmanirbhar’ (self-reliant), one
of the Government’s own bod-
ies has maintained that reduc-
ing dependency on the import
of the Active Pharmaceutical
Ingredients (API) from China
is not going to be an easy affair.
API is a chemical compound
that is the most important raw
material to produce a finished
medicine. At present, 68 per
cent of India’s API need is ful-
filled by China.

It pointed out that indige-
nously-manufactured drugs
would be 20 per cent costlier
than those available from the
neighbouring country.

The Technology,
Information Forecasting and
Assessment Council (TIFAC),
an autonomous body under
the Union Science and
Technology Ministry, in its
report has now called for
preparing a national stockpile
of generic medicines for crit-
ical illness and ensure API
security in view of changed
global norms due to Covid-19
pandemic and border tiff with
China.

The report also suggested
that while India has the tech-
nology for production of many
APIs, the production cost
needs to be optimised to
match the global norms large-
ly by scaling up of operations.
“Towards this, common facil-
ities such as solvent recovery
plant, distillation plant, power
and steam units etc. should be
established in bulk drug
parks,” said the report “Active
Pharmaceutical Ingredients:
Status, Issues, Technology
“Readiness and Challenges” as
it dwelt in detail on the
strength and limitation as well
as emerging market scenario
in the sector.

In 2019, India imported
APIs worth �249 billion of
which around �169 billion
were from China itself, with
the imports increasing steadi-
ly from just 0.3 per cent in
1991 to the current 68 per
cent.

“Two-thirds of the total
imports of APIs and drug
Intermediates were from
China. Out of the 373 drugs in
the National List of Essential
Medicines (NLEM), around
200 are imported as APIS, that
too mostly from China. The
import value of bulk drugs and

drug intermediates from
China to India increased
around 23 per cent from 2016-
17 to 2018-19,” said the report.

Despite a very strong base,
due to low-profit margins and
non-lucrative industry, domes-
tic pharmaceutical firms grad-
ually stopped manufacturing
APIs and started importing,
finding it a cheaper option
with increased profit margins
on drugs,

Dependence of India on
China for the imports of crit-
ical key starting materials
KSMs, intermediates and APIS
has increased over the period.
India also imports common
raw materials, solvents etc,
required for the production of
drugs, said the report. 

All the drug Intermediates
are imported to India, of
which 58 molecules are exclu-
sively imported from China

The global pharmaceutical
market is USD 12 trillion with
API market of USD 1,822 bil-
lion. 

The pharmaceutical
industry in India is third
largest in the world, in terms
of volume, behind China and
Italy and fourteenth largest in
terms of value.

The Indian industry has a

network of 3,000 drug com-
panies and about 10,500 man-
ufacturing units with Indian
domestic turnover reaching
�1.4 lakh crore (USD 20.03 bil-
lion in 2019, with exports to
more than 200 countries in the
world:

Identifying a list of APIs
which need to be taken up for
prioritized manufacturing, the
report compiled by scientists
and pharma experts said that
India needs a Mission mode
Chemical Engineering with
defined targets for uninter-
rupted synthesis of molecules
and to create mega drug man-
ufacturing clusters with com-
mon infrastructure.

“For those few APIS, for
which we don’t have 
technology, early stage
research and development
support should be provided for
pilot development of APIs.

“At the same time, issues
related to land acquisition,
ease of doing business. envi-
ronmental clearance, taxation,
and R&D need to be resolved
while  a single window clear-
ance system and priority
license renewal system for
companies manufacturing
APIS need to be established,”
said the report.
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New Delhi: In an effort to
jointly combat the novel coro-
navirus, Israel Thursday said it
will send to India on board a
special flight a research team
which has been working with
the Indian side to develop a
rapid testing kit for COVID-19
which can give a result within
30 seconds.

In the coming weeks,
Israel’s ministries of foreign
affairs, defence and health will
lead an unprecedented anti-
COVID-19 cooperation oper-
ation between India and Israel,
an Israel Embassy statement
said.

A special planned flight
from Tel Aviv to New Delhi is
set to carry a high ranking
Israeli defence ministry
research and development
team which has been working
with India’s chief scientist K
VijayRaghavan and Defence
Research and Development
Organisation to develop rapid
testing for COVID-19 in under
30 seconds, it said.

Merging Israeli technology
with Indian development and
production capabilities aims to
allow a swift resumption of
normal life alongside the virus,
the Israeli Embassy said.

The flight will also bring
breakthrough emerging Israeli
technologies for combating
COVID-19, which have been
donated by Israel’’s foreign
ministry and private sector
meant to bolster India’s
response to the outbreak.

“Finally, the plane will
deliver mechanical ventilators
which were given special per-
mission by the Government of
Israel for export to India,” the
statement said.

The past few years have
cemented the strategic rela-
tions between India and Israel
and have included two histor-
ical visits of the prime minis-
ters in Israel and in India, the
Embassy said.

Since the outbreak of the
global pandemic, Israeli Prime

Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi
have held three
telephonic conver-
sations in which
they promised
mutual assistance
in dealing with the
virus and 
committed to joint
technological and

scientific research between
the countries, the statement
said.

Noting that India is cur-
rently facing over one million
COVID-19 positive cases, the
Israeli side said India seeks to
integrate advanced technolo-
gies in its hospitals as they pre-
pare to treat massive waves of
COVID-19 patients on an
Indian scale.

The Israeli companies 
chosen by the three ministries
to be sent to India are poten-
tially given unique access to
one of the largest economies in
the world to provide moni-
toring and treatment tech-
nologies while significantly
reducing contact between
patients and medical staff, the
statement said. PTI

����� ��������	

Former Congress president
Rahul Gandhi on Thursday

once again targeted Prime
Minister Narendra Modi by
alleging that the latter was “100
percent focused on building his
own image” and did not have a
vision for the country that had
allowed China to take advantage.

“India’s captured institu-
tions are all busy doing this task.
One man’s image is not a sub-
stitute for a national vision,” he
tweeted along with his two-
minute video as part of his
ongoing series on different
issues.

Former Union Minister
Ajay Maken at a Press confer-
ence said since last one week,
PLA is not withdrawing from
the ‘depth areas’ as agreed in
four rounds meeting of corps-
commanders of India and
China.
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In a significant development,
the HRD Ministry on

Thursday announced a relax-
ation in the admission criteria
for NITs and Centrally-funded
technical institutions (CFTI) in
view of the Covid-19 pandem-
ic by doing away with the
requirement of minimum 75
per cent marks in Class 12
board exams.

“Due to prevailing cir-
cumstances, Central Seat
Allocation Board (CSAB) has
decided to relax the eligibility
criterion for admissions to
NITs and other centrally fund-
ed technical institutions,”
Union HRD Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ tweeted.

“JEE Main 2020 qualified
candidates will now only need
to obtain a passing certificate in
class XII examination irre-
spective of the marks obtained,”
he further said.

For admissions in NITs
and other CFTIs, apart from
qualifying the JEE-Main, the
eligibility was to secure a min-
imum of 75 per cent marks in
Class 12 board exams or rank
among the top 20 percentile in
their qualifying examinations.

The Joint Entrance
Examination (JEE)-Mains,
which has been postponed
twice, will now be held from
September 1-6.

Nishank had earlier
announced that the eligibility
criterion for JEE (Advanced)
2020 qualified candidates are
being relaxed and a decision
has been taken in this regard by
the Joint Admission Board
(JAB). Several State Boards
have had to partially cancel

class 12 exams.
Due to the COVID-19

pandemic, the exams could
not be held as per the schedule
and the boards had to release
the result on the basis of a new
assessment scheme wherein
the average marks secured by
the students in the papers for
which the exam was held were
taken into consideration.
Students who wish to improve
their scores will be given a
chance later.
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Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on

Thursday said India’s
north eastern region
has immense poten-
tial to become the
growth engine of the
country. He talked
about the potential of the
tourism industry in the region
and its development as a bam-
boo industry hub. 

Regarding the massive
development works taken up
in Manipur,  the Prime
Minister said that the Imphal
- Jiribam railways work is
going on with an allocation of
�14,000 crore while �3,000
crore has been sanctioned for
the development of Imphal
International Airport. 

Laying the foundation
stone of Manipur water sup-
ply project via video confer-
encing, the Prime Minister
said that it has been designed
to provide safe drinking water
to every household of the
State for the next 20-22 years

and lakhs of people will get
access to clean drinking water
and thousands of people will
get employment. 

Modi said that the mantra
of peace, progress and pros-
perity is echoing in the
Northeast, and day by day my
faith is getting deeper because
peace is now being estab-
lished in the entire region.
“While blockades in Manipur
have become a part of histo-
ry and Assam has not wit-
nessed any violence for
decades. 

In Tripura and Mizoram
too, youth have abandoned
the path of violence. Now
Bru-Reang refugees are mov-
ing towards a better life,” he
said. 
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Due to a huge surge in
transmission of coron-

avirus infections and deterio-
rating flood situation in sever-
al States, the Election
Commission (EC) on Thursday
announced the deferment of
by-polls to one Parliamentary
constituency and seven
Assembly seats that were
scheduled to be held by
September 7. Bye-elections are
due in 56 Assembly con-
stituencies and one parlia-
mentary seat. The remaining 49
bypolls are due after September
7. 

The seats where the bypolls
have been put on hold till
September 7 are Valmiki Nagar
in Bihar, Sibsagar in Assam,
Thiruvottiyur and Gudiyattam
in Tamil Nadu, Agar in
Madhya Pradesh, Bulandshahr
and Tundla in Uttar Pradesh
and Chavara in Kerala. The EC
has clarified that in any case,
the deferring of eight by polls
is only up to September 7, 2020.
Seven of the bypolls had been
necessitated by the deaths of
the sitting legislators, while in
Tundla constituency in Uttar

Pradesh, the MLA was elected
to Parliament.

As per the electoral law, EC
has to hold bye-elections with-
in 180 days (six months) of a
seat falling vacant, another
official pointed out. The six-
month deadline to hold by-
elections in these eight seats
was ending on different dates
in July, August and September
respectively. When the EC
assessed the situation, it found
that it is difficult to adhere to
the six-month deadline in these
seats, and approached the
Union law ministry to defer the
polls, EC officials said.

The EC said that the
Commission has already taken
a decision to hold all bye-elec-
tions as per provisions of
Section 151A of the
Representation of People Act,
1951. 

The Commission will be
taking up for discussion the
matter of timing of the bypolls
at its meeting to be held on
Friday. 

Sources said that flood sit-
uation in Assam has deterio-
rated due to incessant rainfall.
Over 56.22 lakh population in
over 6,000 villages have been
affected in the state. Similarly,

Bihar, Tamil Nadu, Uttar
Pradesh, Kerala and Madhya
Pradesh where the bypolls were
due, witnessed huge surge in
the coronavirus infections,
making it difficult for author-
ities to engage poll duties and
conduct of election precedures.

The continuing coron-
avirus situation has cast a shad-
ow on the upcoming Assembly
polls in Bihar, widely consid-
ered the most important elec-
toral event in the country this
year. 

Political parties had been
calling for deferment of the
polls in Bihar as many of the
opposition leaders in the state
have said that having elections
during the outbreak will put the
lives of people at risk. NDA ally
Chirag Paswan also in favour of
deferring the assembly polls in
the state due to coronavirus
infections that will be on peak
during elections in November-
December.

Apart from these seats, 24
seats in Madhya Pradesh are up
for by-elections due to Scindia’s
rebellion. As per Section 151-
A of the Representation of the
People’s Act, 1951, ECI will
conduct by-polls to 22 seats by
September 10.
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The Union HRD Ministry
has conducted the first-

ever Indian Scholastic
Assessment (Ind-SAT) Test
2020 under its ‘Study in India’
programme. Nearly 5,000 can-
didates from Nepal, Ethiopia,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Uganda,
Tanzania, Rwanda, Sri-Lanka,
Kenya, Zambia, Indonesia and
Mauritius appeared for the
exam conducted in the proc-

tored internet mode by the
National Testing Agency. 

EdCIL (India) Limited, a
PSU under the MHRD and the
implementing agency of SII,
handled the registrations and
other aspects of the 
examination. 

Ind-SAT is an exam for
grant of scholarships and
admissions to foreign students
for studying in select Indian
universities under the Study in
India programme.
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The National Investigating
Agency, probing the gold

smuggling through diplomatic
route in Thiruvananthapuram air-
port, on Thursday started ques-
tioning M Sivsankar, the sus-
pended principal secretary of
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan.

Sivsankar reached the Police
Club in capital city where a team
of NIA sleuths were waiting for
him. The session between the IAS
officer and the NIA officials were
progressing even at the time of
going to Press.

It is after ten days of meticu-
lous planning that the NIA team
summoned Sivsankar. Last week
saw  Sivsankar, an official close to
Vijayan being subjected to a
marathon grilling by the Customs

officials at Thiruvananthapuram
which lasted for more than nine
hours.

The NIA had interrogated
Sarith, Swapna Suresh and
Sandeep Nair for many days before
they took the decision to summon
Sivsankar. Though the Customs
and NIA officials remained incom-
municado till date about the entire
case, it is reported that they got
valuable information linking the
IAS officer with the trio in the
smuggling operation.

The day began with news that
Mohammed Yousuf, the
Commissioner of Customs, issued
an order transferring six superin-
tendents and  two inspectors prob-
ing the case. 

Within minutes news channels
aired the news that a cartel of busi-
nessmen from Muvattupuzha in
Ernakulam district had smuggled
1,500 kg of gold using diplomatic
immunity during the last three
years. This is being seen as the
shadow boxing happening in the
Customs House between senior
officials.

The Enforcement Directorate
too pitched in with their share and
registered the arrest of Sarith,
Swapna and Sandeep in connection
with the gold smuggling, making
it the  third agency probing the
case. Meanwhile the Customs
Department has approached the
special court in Kochi to slap
COFEPOSA charges on the three
accused which, if approved would
make it difficult for them to get bail
for the next one year.
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In an unique initiative and
perhaps the first of its kind in

the country, the Bihar
Goverment has started a direct
connect with the vegetable
growers and people involved in
farming of vegetables only. 

The movement titled
'Sahkaari Se  Tarkaari Vaarta'
movement has been designed
to facilitate the vegetable coop-
erative unions and federation to
regularly monitor the pulse of
the farming community and to
provide the farmer members a
much-needed opportunity to
voice their concerns related to
vegetable production, pricing
and supply chain. 

Vegfed Managing Director
Anand Sharma said the
'Sahkaari Se Tarkaari Vaarta' is
an unique initiative by the
Vegfed which comes under
the Bihar State Vegetable
Processing and Marketing
Scheme. 

Sharma said with this ini-
tiative, the Bihar Cooperative
Department is trying to move
an inch closer to the farmers.
So far such schemes benefitting
the farmers are available for
food grains, milk production

and other agricultural 
produce. Some of the States like
Maharashtra have dedicated
initiatives for single vegetable
produce like Onions but Bihar
has become perhaps the first in
the country to start an 
initiative for vegetable 
growers. 

The scheme was launched
early this week by Sharma
under the guidance of Bandana
Preyashi (IAS), who is the
Secretary, Cooperative
Department, Bihar
Government and also the
Chairperson of Vegfed Bihar. 

Sharma said the pupose of
the scheme is to direct talk with
the growers and vegetable
farmers, to understand their
issues and then address 
their grievances which will
ultimately boost their morale. 

“The State level officers as
well as District Cooperative
Officers (DCOs) of the
Department are making efforts
in keeping constant touch with
the farmer members. Though
the Covid-19 has limited the
operation, the Department has
not lost the zeal, feel and the
essence of the Cooperative sys-
tem,” said the 2013 batch IAS
of Bihar cadre.
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For the second day in succession,
Kerala diagnosed  more than

1,000 persons afflicted with Covid-19.
“Today also we have tested higher
number of patients with covid-19. On
Thursday, 1,078 persons were diag-
nosed with Covid pandemic. The dis-
ease claimed five lives across the State
during the last 24 hours,” said Chief
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan in his
media briefing on Thursday. On
Wednesday, 1,038 persons were found
to be affected with Covid-19.

Out of the 1,078 persons tested
positive for Covid-19 on Thursday,
798 were infected through contacts,
said Vijayan. He also said that
Thiruvananthapuram (222), Kollam
(106) and Ernakulam (100) were the
districts which tested higher number
of patients.

The State has 16,110 Covid
patients. Hospitals in the State have
9,408 patients undergoing treatment
for the pandemic. The day also saw
432 persons getting discharged from

the hospitals after they were found to
be fully recovered.

The Chief Minister said that the
Council of Ministers which met on
Thursday morning had asked the
Governor to cancel the one-day ses-
sion of the Legislative Assembly
called for next week. “This is because
of the unusual situation prevailing in
the State and also due to the advanced
age of some members of the legisla-
tive assembly.

EP Jayarajan, the Minister for
industries and the second-in-com-
mand to the Chief Minister who
briefed the media after the cabinet
meeting in the morning blamed the
media for spreading fake and false
news about the Covid-19 situation in
the State. 

“There are many Opposition
leaders who want the Covid-19
patients in the State should increase.
They don’t what the pandemic to sub-
side and are interested in 
making political gains through the
sufferings of the poor people,” said
Jayarajan.
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Hopes of any  kind of respite from the coronavirus pan-
demic remained elusive in Tamil Nadu as 88 persons suc-

cumbed to Covid-19 in the last 24 hours while  6,472 new
persons tested positive on Thursday.

A release by the Government of Tamil Nadu said  the
number of active patients in the city reached 52,939 by
Thursday evening while the total number of covid-19 cases
diagnosed till date crossed the 1.92 lakh.

With Thursday’s 88 death, the fatalities in the State reached
3,232. The only news that offered some relied was in the num-
ber of patients getting cured and discharged from hospitals-
5,210.

What was Thursday’s cause of concern was the hike in
the number of persons diagnosed with the pandemic in
Chennai and the three neighbouring districts. Despite the
claims by the Government officials that the number of patients
in Chennai were coming down, the Metropolis tested 1,336
Covid cases on Thursday.  For the last one week, Chennai’s
new covid cases were contained in the 1100-1200 range.

Similarly, the neighbouring districts  of Chengalpet ( 375)
Kancheepuram (330), Thiruvallur (416) showed steep hike
in the number of patients tested on Thursday.

The southern districts of Virudhunagar (480) and
Thoothukudi (415) too tested unprecedented number of pos-
itive cases. The pandemic has reached the doors of Raj Bhavan
in Chennai. A release by the Raj Bhavan said 84 personnel
(mainly security and fire fighting staff) posted in the premis-
es tested positive for coronavirus. But the Governor has not
come in contact with those who tested positive for the pan-
demic, said the release.
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Within 48 hours of blowing the poll bugle
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata

Banerjee on Thursday effected a major
reshuffle in the ruling Trinamool Congress
by infusing a mix of experience, youth, clean
image and loyalty at the organisational
level.

North Bengal and Jangalmahal in south-
western part of the State where the TMC
fared miserably— conceding a large bulk of
seats to an emerging BJP in 2019 General
elections — have found special focus in the
new scheme of things.

Much in the line of the BJP’s “Marg
Darshan Mandli” a good number of TMC
old guards who were functioning as district
presidents’ have been “elevated” as 'chair-
persons' of the respective district units — a
new designation with unspecific political
potency.

The rejig exercise was conducted via a
virtual meeting of senior leaders from the
State and district, sources said.

Among the young leaders are former
India cricketer and Bengal captain, Laxmi
Ratan Shukla the present Sports Minister of
Bengal. He has been appointed the president
of Howrah city president removing power-

ful leader and Minister Arup Roy.
MP and senior leader Sudip

Bandopadhyay who have been elevated as the
chairperson of the North Kolkata district
committee has also been asked to continue
as the party president of the district until a
new appointee takes over.

While in South Kolkata Debashis Kumar
continues to remain the party president
Nadia finds a new district chief in vocal MP
Mohua Moitra.

The BJP has come up in a big way in
Nadia which like North Bengal and
Jangalmahal has seen the entire former Left
leadership switching over to the saffron
ranks.

In North Bengal, prominent civil soci-
ety member and former MP Arpita Ghosh
has been removed as the president of South
Dinajpur district which went into the hands
of BJP in the parliamentary elections.

Further north Coochbehar has seen a
new face in Partho Pratim Mitra replacing
seasoned leader and Minister Rabindra
Nath Ghosh as the district president.
Similarly Shyamal Santra, Swapan Debnath
and Jiten Tewari have been made the district
presidents of Bankura, East and West
Burdwan districts while Ajit Maity has been
given the charge in West Midnapore.
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In what has added more fuel
to the fire burning the bridge

between the Trinamool
Congress Government and the
Raj Bhavan, Bengal Governor
Jagdeep Dhankhar has asked
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee to brief him about the
“worrisome” law and order sit-
uation in the State.

His letter to the Chief
Minister comes barely days
after he returned from Delhi
where he met Home Minister
Amit Shah and other leaders
expressing his concern about
what he called the “worrisome
situation” in the State.

Asking the Chief Minister
to “urgently” meet him
Dhankhar on Thursday tweet-

ed, “given the enormity of
decline in law and order I
have urged Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee to urgently
brief me.”

Expressing concern on
attacks on the leaders of the
opposition parties he wrote
“political leaders and opposi-
tion MPs and MLAs are being
virtually hunted out of public
space by partisan police acting
as political workers. This can-
not be allowed in a democra-
cy.”

He further wrote that “as a
Governor of the state I am
extremely worried. I requested
the honourable Chief Minister
to come forward and have a
meeting with me. I hope she
will give the highest priority to
this.”

�

�������5������
	� � �����*�

With apparent evidence that the Government meant
business in implementing the “broken lockdown” the

Bengal Police on Thursday ensured a complete closure of
the State arresting about 650 people from various parts of
Kolkata for breaking the lockdown protocols.

Bengal entered into a second phase of lockdown which
will entail twice-a-week closure of business and offices save
essential services. State will remain closed on Saturday too
in this week. In the next week Wednesday will be a lock-
down day.

The police were seen caning people who had aimless-
ly ventured out of their houses not only in Kolkata but in
districts also.  People were either sent back home or cases
were registered against them before they were taken into
custody. About 350 people were penalized for not wearing
or “half-wearing” masks, sources said.

Apart from reinstituting twice-a-week lockdown the
Government has been continuing with lockdown in
extended containment zones. This apart, full one-week lock-
down has been declared in a number of municipalities like
Barasat, Bongaon, Baduria, Barrackpore, Baranagar in North
24 Parganaas district which is second to Kolkata in terms
of severity of infections.
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Contesting Swambhimani
Shetkari Sanghatana leader

Raju Shetti’s claim that the
Centre was not increasing the
procurement prices of milk
product prices because of its
decision to import milk powder,
BJP’s State Kisan Morcha pres-
ident and former State
Agriculture Minister Anil
Bonde on Thursday denied that
the Government had imported
10,000 tonnes of milk powder as
was being  alleged by Shetti.

Reacting to the recent state-
ments by Shetti who had among
other things said that the milk
business in the state had been
affected “because of the policies
of the central government”,
Bonde  that Shetty was was
spreading “false information”
that the Central government has
imported milk powder 
to cover up the failure of the

Maha Vikas Aghaadi 
government to give fair pro-
curement prices to milk pro-
ducers,  

“The BJP had recently
staged a statewide agitation to
draw the attention of the state
government to the demands of
troubled milk producers. Raju
Shetti, who supports the Maha
Vikas Aghadi government, also
staged an agitation on July 21 for
fair milk procurement prices. \

Shetti had said that because
of the import of milk powder by
the central government it was
not raising the prices of milk
producers,”Bonde said.

Bonde said that it was
mandatory under the GATT
agreement to import 10,000
metric tonnes of milk powder as
per the GATT agreement, no
importer has been issued with
expression of interest and no
import license has been issued
to anyone.
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Jammu: The Union Territory
of Jammu & Kashmir Thursday
reported 718 positive cases of
coronavirus while nine more
patients died taking the total
tally of cases to 16,429.

Out of these 718 cases, 98
were travelers  while 620 cases
were reported from different
districts of J&k.  Significantly,
three districts of Srinagar,
Kulgam and Shopian reported
158, 106 and 109 cases respec-
tively.

According to the media
bulletin, “the fresh cases
include 117 from Jammu divi-
sion and 601 from Kashmir.
According to official sources at
least 50 CRPF personnel test-
ed positive before joining their
duties.

In Jammu division, Jammu
district reported  47 fresh cases
followed by Ramban from
where 20 patients tested posi-
tive while Rajouri district
reported 15 cases.

Nine districts of Kashmir
valley observed complete lock
down while Jammu district
will observe weekend lock-
down from Friday evening till

New Delhi: Rajya Sabha
Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu
on Thursday nominated new
members to various Department
Related Parliamentary Standing
Committees, a day after admin-
istering the oath/affirmation to
them. 

Jyotiraditya Scindia (BJP)
has become a member of the
Parliamentary Committee on
Human Resource Development
(HRD), while Congress member
Digvijaya Singh has been nom-
inated to the Committee on
Urban Development.

NCP leader Sharad Pawar
has been made a member of the
Committee on Defence. Senior
Congress leader Mallikarjun
Kharge has been nominated to
the Standing Committee on
Commerce, former Lok Sabha
deputy speaker M Thambi
Durai to the Committee on
HRD, and former Rajya Sabha
deputy speaker Harivansh to the
panel on Agriculture.

Former Prime Minister H
D Deve Gowda, who took oath
as Rajya Sabha member, has
been nominated to the
Committee on Railways, while
former Chief Justice of India
Ranjan Gogoi has been made a
member of the Committee on
External Affairs. PTI

2+1�������	
����
&34����������

0
�
��6������
�� ��//�

The Pakistan Army on Thursday activated
several sectors along the line of control

(LoC) in Jammu & Kashmir and targeted civil-
ian pockets in Poonch and Naugam sector of
Baramulla district. 

In response, the Indian Army hit back
strongly and gave them a befitting reply.

Official sources on ground zero claimed,
“for the last couple  of days tha Pakistan Army
is aiming at upping the ante and desperately
trying to push small batches of infiltrators
inside the Indian territory”.  These sources
claimed, “the handlers of various terror outfits
sitting across the LoC are desperate to send
fresh batches of terrorists to execute their sin-
ister plot of targeting security forces and vital
installations during the first anniversary of
Abrogation of Article 370 and reorganisation
of the erstwhile state of Jammu & Kashmir on
August 5”. 

To foil their nefarious designs the foot sol-

diers of the Indian army are maintaining a tight
vigil. 

Official sources said, “In the Poonch sec-
tor, the Pakistan Army is repeatedly targeting
several civilian pockets to disturb peace in the
region and trigger unrest among the local pop-
ulation”. Five civilians have lost their lives in
two recent incidents of ceasefire violations in
Poonch.

“The Pakistan army is also attempting to
push small groups of infiltrators via traditional
routes of infiltration in Poonch sector”, claimed
sources  on ground zero. The Pakistan army
provides cover firing to these infiltrators to
divert attention of the alert Indian soldiers.

Ministry of Defence spokesman in Jammu,
Lt-Col Devender Anand said on Thursday, “two
incidents of 'unprovoked' ceasefire violations
were reported across Poonch district”. He said
the first violation  was reported around 11.00
a.m in Qasba, Kirni sector and the second vio-
lation was reported  in the evening around 5.15
p.m in Balakote sector. 
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Maharashtra recorded the
highest-ever 298 coron-

avirus deaths on Thursday,
even as many as 9,895 more
people tested positive in various
parts of the State.

With 298 fresh deaths, the
state surpassed its earlier record
of 295 deaths recorded on July
4.   With Thursday’s fatality
tally, the total number of deaths
mounted to 12,854.

With the 9895 positive cases
reported on Thursday, the total
number of cases inched closer
3.5 lakh mark to touch 3,47,502.
Of the 298 deaths, Pune
accounted for 78 deaths, while
Mumbai recorded 55 deaths. 

Apart from 78 deaths
reported in Pune and 55 deaths
in Mumbai, there were
47deaths in Thane, 25 deaths in
Palghar, 15 in Nashik, 14 in
Jalgaon, 10 in Aurangabad, 6 in
Latur, 5 in Sangli, 4 each in
Kolhapur, Nanded and Hingoli,

3 each in Raigad, Solapur, Beed
and Jalna, 2 each in Dhule,
Ratnagiri, Amravati and
Yavatmal and one death each in
Ahmednagar, Satara, Parbhani,
Osmanabad, Akola and
Nagpur. In addition, six persons
from other states died in
Maharashtra.

With fresh fatalities and
infections in Mumbai, the total
number of deaths in Mumbai
rose from 5,875 to 5,930, while
the total number of infected
cases rose by 1,245 to touch
105,923.

With 81708 infected cases
and 2193 deaths, Thane con-
tinued to be the second worst
hit district in Maharashtra.

Pune, which has emerged
as the third worst affected dis-
trict in terms of spread of the
pandemic, has recorded 66538
infections and 1592 deaths till
now.
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The British Airways’
announcement that it is
going to retire its fleet of
Boeing 747s from commer-
cial passenger services hit

many aviation fans pretty hard. I have
probably flown more passenger miles
in the British Airways’ 747 aircraft than
on any other airline. In the past few
months, two other iconic operators of
the Boeing 747, Australian airline
Qantas and Dutch airline KLM, also
announced that they flew their last
jumbo flights. In the last couple of years
— thanks to the emergence of more
point-to-point flying, higher frequen-
cy and the sheer efficiency of modern
twin-jet aircraft like the Boeing 787 and
Airbus A350 — more and more 747s
are being retired across the world. 

Air India withdrew the jumbo
flight’s operations a couple of years ago
but has been using it for some Haj and
Ummah-related duties. Most other
American, Asian and European oper-
ators have retired the plane from ser-
vice. However, there are exceptions like
Air China, Lufthansa and Korean Air,
which operate the newer 747-8 variant,
and a couple of other airlines such as
Thai Airways that operates the older
747-400. In fact, my last 747 flight was
unexpectedly on the Thai Airways from
New Delhi to Bangkok and back last
year in October. 

The global aviation industry is in
a meltdown after the Wuhan virus laid
waste to the global economy. Global avi-
ation was a primary vector in the spread
of the virus and many nations sealed
their land borders. Others like India
banned all flight operations though lim-
ited repatriation flights are still being
carried out. 

Many airlines have read the writ-
ing on the wall and they understand that
even if a solution, such as a vaccine to
this accursed pestilence is found, traf-
fic will not recover for months, may be
even years. The Boeing 747 is too large
an aircraft for reduced traffic. This
means higher operating costs. As for
Airbus A380, airlines are quickly retir-
ing these aircraft, too. Air France, the
airline of the nation where the A380 is
put together, just retired all of its
Airbus A380 fleet, the youngest being
a decade-old. Airlines will tell you that
it is cheaper to fly two Boeing 787
Dreamliners than a single 747 or
Airbus A380. 

While cargo variants of the 747 are
still flying in great numbers, both
those built at the Boeing factory outside
Seattle, Washington, and those planes
converted from passenger operations to
freight, have halted operations. After all,
the 747 was initially conceived as a cargo
plane and the iconic “hump” on the air-

craft was there to allow the nose
to be lifted up for the cargo to be
loaded. Cargo operations with
the 747 are likely to continue for
many, many years because there
is no direct replacement for it. In
fact, most international air cargo
operators still follow a “hub and
spoke” model for cargo travelling
between major airports. 

The last convoy carrying
fuselage and wing sections of the
A380 has reached the final
assembly line in Toulouse and the
aircraft will be completed in a
couple of months. Even then, the
single largest operator of the
A380 aircraft, the Dubai-based
Emirates Airline, is retiring its
oldest twin-deck behemoths. But
it is ironic that the Boeing 747,
which undertook its maiden
flight in 1969, would have signif-
icantly outlived the Airbus A380,
a plane built with typical
European arrogance to one-up
the US. The A380 is undoubted-
ly an amazing engineering and
technological achievement unlike
the Boeing plane, but is an
unmitigated commercial disaster. 

The Airbus A380 line will
close soon as the last nine planes
are prepared for delivery. In the
15 years since the factory opened
its doors, a mere 251 entered
commercial service. Boeing is
expected to close its 747 lines in
2022, with 16 aircraft (all cargo
variants) remaining to be deliv-
ered. Around 1,558 planes have
already been delivered since
1970. And while the current
options such as the 747-8 have lit-

tle in common with the earliest
model —100 and 200 variants —
just one look, and you know that
it is 747. I think (I do not believe
that I am alone here) this is the
single most important reason that
the 747 is seared into our mem-
ories; it looked unique when it
was first flown and it still does
with the hump at the front and
its sharply swept wings. 

There was an aesthetic beau-
ty in the 747, which the A380
simply does not have. The latter
is functional but not pretty. Truth
be told, I rarely got to fly in 747s
of late, the move to withdraw it
from service across the world
having begun in the early 2010s.
Of course, those two flights to
Thailand were a pleasant sur-
prise, a couple of British Airways
flights across the “pond” stuck in
a middle seat less enjoyable. But
I did experience that ultimate joy
of an aviation fan. I have flown
on the upper deck of a 747, which
is one of the single most fun
things one can do.

The last time I did that was
on a British Airways evening ser-
vice from Chicago O’Hare to
London Heathrow. As far as my
memory goes, I think I just slept
throughout that flight. I never
knew it was going to be the last
time. Even as global air travel
boomed during the past decade,
a lot of that was due to the rise
of low-cost airlines, hopping and
skipping around the world with
their gigantic fleets of Airbus
A320 and Boeing 737 aircraft. 

While it will be interesting to

see what happens to these air-
lines, even Indian ones, in the
aftermath of the Chinese conta-
gion, international air travel, too,
has changed. In no small part,
thanks to the emergence of more
point-to-point flying and ultra-
long-haul flights. 

A decade ago, a non-stop
flight to and fro from India to the
US was just about possible with
a load of penalties. Today’s
Boeing 777 and 787s and Airbus’
A350 can make the crossing
with a full load in just 16 hours.
Imagine travelling from New
Delhi to San Francisco in the
1970s and 1980s when the 747
had just begun service. An Air
India or Pan American 747
would have taken you to New
York’s JFK after stopping at least
two-three times. You would have
to change planes at JFK and then
make the cross-country hop
across the US, may be with
another stop or two. Travel time
with stop-overs may have been
around two days. 

Before the pandemic started,
both Air India and United
Airlines had non-stop services
between the two cities, 15 hours
from take-off to touchdown.
Sure, that might seem like a lot
of time without any “fresh air” but
there was no need to walk bleary-
eyed with screaming children
across a strange airport, dealing
with security and waiting for
hours through weather delays
and the risk of lost baggage,
thanks to the multiple connec-
tions. But without the Boeing

747, none of this would have hap-
pened. The 747 made large-
scale international commercial
travel viable; it democratised
travel in a way that was previous-
ly unimaginable. It is because of
the Boeing 747 that there was a
huge wave of migration of engi-
neers and doctors out of India in
the 1970s and 1980s. 

The 747 made flying afford-
able; it made global airports
improve their facilities, jetbridges
that connect planes to the termi-
nal became a standard feature at
airports as did massive automat-
ed baggage handling. Airports
built bigger runways and larger
infrastructure to cater to the
masses that a single jumbo jet
brought in. The 747 changed air-
craft design; the high-bypass
turbofan engines developed for
it transformed aviation. It led to
the development of the trijets
Douglas DC-10 and Lockheed L-
1011 Tristar by rival companies. 

It is the development of the
high bypass turbofan, which lit-
erally sips fuel compared to older
engines, that led to the creation
of all modern planes such as the
Boeing 777, which has the largest
engine in commercial service.
The 747 was the “Queen” and the
world of aviation comprised its
subjects. Even though fewer and
fewer 747s remain in the skies
ferrying passengers, the legacy of
the Boeing 747 is one that will
continue for a long time to
come. 

(The writer is Managing
Editor, The Pioneer)
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Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial, “A glimmer of hope” (July
22). The news that early stage
clinical trials of the Oxford
University COVID-19 vaccine
have proved that it is safe and
induces an immune response
gives the world hope at a time
when we are facing one of the
deadliest pandemics in history.

Though more tests have to
be done before it is made avail-
able for the public, there is hope
for mankind even as the pan-
demic has already claimed more
than six lakh lives and infected
millions of people around the
globe. Many other nations,
including India, are also on the
path of developing a vaccine.
There is something to rejoice as
the Serum Institute of India, one
of the premium immunobiolog-
ical drugs manufacturers of the
country, has entered into a man-
ufacturing partnership with
AstraZeneca once the vaccine
trial is successful. 

The human trials will be
done in August and a con-
firmed analysis will be possible
by October/November, accord-
ing to the firm. If everything

goes well, the vaccine will be
ready by December. Let us hope
this vaccine and others, that are
also being tested, put an end to
the mental and physical misery
of the people. 

M Pradyu 
Kannur
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Sir — This refers to the article,
“Leave Lutyens alone” (July 21)
by Yashovardhan Azad. The
writer is right to raise alarm over
the Government’s plan to

restructure the Lutyens’ zone. 
Parts of this area have main-

tained a distinctive architectur-
al heritage and urban character.
The razing of buildings from the
Rashtrapati Bhawan to India
Gate will rob the Lutyens area of
its beauty. 

Instead of getting a facelift,
the large open spaces may get 
obliterated. Many beautiful build-
ings in the Lutyens’ zone add
grace and charm to the city. One
finds it difficult to understand as
to why such a restructuring is
required at places which are
brimming with charm and beau-
ty. The Government should
instead focus its energy on rede-
veloping and beautifying the old
city of Delhi and also perking up
the economy.

Devendra Khurana
Bhopal
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Sir — The pandemic has led to
several changes. But the judicial
system has found it difficult to
adapt to changing times. In
fact, the pandemic has only
made matters worse for our
courts. Piled up cases, outdated
laws, lengthy legal proceedings
and the lack of legal reforms are
some of the things that demand
immediate attention.

Rati Jain
Via email
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On April 22, the California-based US internet
giant, Facebook, announced its decision to
buy 9.99 per cent stake in Jio Platforms

Limited (JPL) paying more than �43,450 crore. JPL
is a 100 per cent subsidiary of Reliance Industries
Limited (RIL) and has in its fold a wide spectrum
of businesses such as wireless broadband, home
broadband, enterprise broadband, narrowband,
internet-of-things businesses, a bouquet of digital
applications, e-commerce and so on.      

This was followed by a flurry of investments with
big names such as  General Atlantic, Silver Lake,
Qualcomm, Intel, Vista, Google and so on, bring-
ing in cumulative investment of over �1,00,000 crore,
taking the total to �1,50,000 crore. In lieu of this cap-
ital, they get aggregate shareholding of 30 per cent
or �5,000 crore for every one per cent, thus valuing
the company at a whopping �5,00,000 crore.      

Even as foreign investors see value in every seg-
ment of the business on this platform, at the centre
stage is e-commerce, which is being powered by
JioMart commerce platform — a unit of JPL. In fact,
Facebook has come in primarily with an eye on tap-
ping opportunities in this area and signed a com-
prehensive agreement with JPL to exploit synergies
between the two conglomerates.             

The duo intend to offer technology-enabled
wherewithal to enable consumers access neighbour-
hood stores and have products delivered at their
doorsteps. About 30 million of these stores will be
empowered to digitally transact with every customer
in their neighbourhood (over 400 million-strong
Indian database of WhatsApp — a 100 per cent sub-
sidiary of Facebook — will come in handy).
JioMoney — RIL’s payment platform — will be inte-
grated into the JioMart venture to facilitate hassle-
free seamless payment for transactions. The model
operated by Reliance under JioMart is a combina-
tion of online and offline retail. Apart from Reliance
Retail Limited (RRL), which has thousands of retail
stores spread all over India and gets hooked on to
the Jio platform, it will be serving tens of millions
of neighbourhood stores in a variety of ways viz. han-
dling, procurement, storage, payment, delivery
and so on. Since all of this will be powered by a dig-
ital eco-system, the model is a hybrid of online and
offline.     

Two things are abundantly clear: Reliance
Industries is deeply entrenched in Indian retail —
already through RRL and now increasing its foot-
print exponentially through the Jio Platform. It is
getting a massive injection of Foreign Direct
Investment (FDI), with Facebook alone having
pumped �43,450 crore into JioMart. But this is out
of sync with the extant policy in regard to FDI in
retail. For the purpose of FDI, unlike the interna-
tional practice where retail is treated as a single
homogenous sector without any distinction, the
Indian Government has divided retail into several
classes. In India, we have Single-Brand Retail
(SBR) and Multi-Brand Retail (MBR) and there are
sub-categories within each. Here, we deal with MBR
or retail — as it is known in common parlance.     

Within MBR, there is the “physical” format or
offline, which takes two forms: The euphoric
mom-and-pop stores, also nicknamed neighbour-
hood stores, and organised retail. Then, we have the
online format, which has two sub-categories, the
marketplace model and the inventory-based model.  

In the physical format, as per a policy approved
by the then UPA dispensation in 2012, as much as
51 per cent FDI is allowed but with a plethora of rid-
ers such as 30 per cent local sourcing, minimum
investment of $100 million and prior approval of the
State where the retail shop is to be set up. In 2016-

17, an unprecedented 100 per cent FDI in
food retail was allowed, subject to the for-
eign retailer selling items which are
sourced only from Indian farmers and
processed locally. Besides, 25 per cent of
investment should be in agri-infrastruc-
ture like irrigation, farm machinery/imple-
ments and so on. In the online format, as
per guidelines issued in early 2016, (Press
Note 3) 100 per cent FDI is allowed under
the so-called marketplace model. The
marketplace is a platform where vendors
sell their products to consumers even as
its owner merely acts as a facilitator. The
marketplace owner provides services
such as booking orders, raising invoices,
arranging delivery, accepting payments,
handling rejections, warehousing and so
on. But, s/he can’t hold inventory and
undertake direct selling.

The permission for 100 per cent FDI
in the marketplace is subject to two main
riders, that is “the entity cannot permit
more than 25 per cent of total sales on its
platform from one vendor or its group
companies. Further, it can’t directly or indi-
rectly influence the sale price.” Sans any
specification as to “who the vendor is”, a
firm linked to the marketplace (either its
subsidiary or a Joint Venture with an
Indian company) is eligible. 

Thus, contrary to the real intent of the
policy, which disallowed the market-
place owner from direct selling to individ-
ual consumers, the fine print permitted
them to do so — albeit by its subsidiary
or JV. This is precisely what e-commerce
majors such as Amazon and
Flipkart/Walmart have been doing even
though they came in as marketplace oper-
ators. They are operating as direct sellers,
controlling inventory, giving discounts and
so on.   

A clarification to Press Note 3 issued
on December 26, 2018 has not material-
ly altered the position on ground zero. It
says “the owner of the marketplace or its
subsidiary or its JV with Indian compa-

ny can’t have ownership of the seller.”
Further, “a seller/firm on the platform can’t
source more than 25 per cent of its inven-
tory from a firm connected with the lat-
ter.” The marketplace owner can get
around both. First, by having less than 50
per cent shareholding in the seller firm and
argue, he has no control (albeit majority)
over the latter and second through the
wholesale arm continuing supplies to the
seller but within the 25 per cent thresh-
old.     

The clarification has not deterred their
hold over Indian retail; they are dominant
sellers themselves, giving little space to mil-
lions of small vendors for whose benefit
this unique policy dispensation of the mar-
ketplace was designed. Disingenuous
bureaucrats allowed them to do so by
crafting policy architecture to suit them.   

The small vendors, through their
umbrella organisations such as All India
Online Vendors Association (AIOVA),
Retailers Association of India (RAI),
Delhi Vyapar Mahasangh (DVM) and so
on, have petitioned judicial authorities at
various levels seeking action against
Amazon/Flipkart for violation of FDI
norms and indulging in unfair practices
but have not got any relief. The sole rea-
son is that the courts go by the fine print
which suits these giants.

Unlike the marketplaces of foreign e-
commerce majors, JioMart commerce
platform floated by RIL holds the poten-
tial of giving a boost to the small vendors,
but even this may not gel with the extant
policy framework. Even as the main
thrust of the policy is on “complete pro-
hibition of FDI in direct selling to indi-
vidual consumers”, JioMart, which is
deeply entrenched in direct sales, has
received investment from Facebook — a
foreign company. 

Like Amazon et al, Reliance/Facebook
may get around by citing that foreign
shareholding in the seller firm is less than
50 per cent or a wholesaler linked to

JioMart owner Reliance/Facebook will
keep its supplies to the vendor within the
25 per cent threshold. Or they may carve
out a separate entity entirely for food retail
where 100 per cent FDI is allowed. This
way, the two would be able to demonstrate
that they are not violating the rule book.
But this is not the way to go.  

Looking at what is happening on
ground zero, it is abundantly clear that the
Modi Government has no objection to
permitting FDI in online retail and even
in offline retail (albeit without any riders)
as amply demonstrated by the treatment
meted out to Amazon/Flipkart earlier and
now to Facebook riding piggyback on RIL.
If that be so, then why allow it to happen
in a vague and convoluted manner? Why
should the policy not be clear-cut and
transparent? Why should FDI not be
allowed through the front door?   

The Government should shun the
marketplace model. It should allow 100
per cent FDI in retail in both online and
offline without any riders (the special cat-
egories such as 100 per cent FDI in food
retail should go). This will level the play-
ing field for all, online vs offline, food retail
vs non-food, marketplace vs inventory and
so on and eliminate discretion of bureau-
crats whose writ is all-pervasive when it
comes to grant of approvals.

It will help small traders by leading to
all-round development of infrastructure
and offering a wide range of choice for
sourcing products. They can and will co-
exist with big players — both foreign and
Indian. It will be pro-consumer in the
long-run with many players catering to
their needs at competitive/affordable
price. Sans these policy changes, under
business as usual scenario, the consumers
will pay a heavy price in the medium to
long-term as Indian retail will be cartelised
by a few players viz. Amazon, Walmart
and Facebook/RIL. 

(The writer is a New Delhi-based pol-
icy analyst)
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Amid the pall of gloom cast by
COVID-19 and the oppressive
heat, India was earnestly look-

ing forward to the arrival of the mon-
soon. The Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD) had forecast sur-
plus rainfall in various parts of the
country and sure enough, metropo-
lises such as Mumbai and Delhi have
received a healthy share of showers.

Mumbai, for instance, received 26
per cent more rainfall as compared to
last year, while Delhi received 70 mm
of rain on July 19 alone, which is the
highest in the last five years. But no
matter how heartening the rains

might be, every passing year they
bring in their wake the ever-growing
problem of urban flooding. 

This has been experienced for
decades in India but sufficient atten-
tion has not been given to specific
efforts to deal with it. In the past, any
strategy on flood disaster management
largely focussed on riverine floods
affecting large extents of rural areas.
Urban flooding is significantly differ-
ent from rural flooding as urbanisa-
tion leads to developed catchments
and in the event of heavy/high inten-
sity rainfall, there is higher run-off,
which increases the flood peaks from
1.8 to eight times and flood volumes
up to six times. Consequently, flood-
ing occurs very quickly due to faster
flow times, sometimes in a matter of
minutes.

The recent death of a mini-truck
driver after his vehicle got submerged
under the Minto Bridge after a spell
of rain in Central Delhi underlines the
growing threat of urban flooding.
While most of the time urban India
patiently endures huge volumes of

flooding and the resultant traffic
snarls, when people start losing lives,
it is time for the citizens and the
authorities to consider the problem
seriously and deal with it effectively. 

Though large cities like Mumbai,
Delhi and Chennai go through urban
flooding annually, the recurrence of
the problem suggests that no lessons
are learnt and no infrastructure is built
or improved to prevent it. Just a few
hours of hard rain in metropolitan
cities can present a very embarrassing
spectacle as daily life is thrown out of
gear and the cities become unwitting

examples for the developed world to
learn from. Another concerning
aspect is that urban flooding increas-
es the chances of contagious diseases
like typhoid, cholera, leptospirosis,
hepatitis and even COVID-19 spread-
ing far more easily. For instance,
floodwaters in Assam spread discard-
ed medical waste and used PPE from
hospitals and COVID-19 care centres,
raising fears of infection among peo-
ple in inundated areas.

One of the major reasons for
urban waterlogging are the archaic
sewer systems in our cities that are
heavily choked with silt and garbage.
Indian metros not only need regular
cleaning of sewers and storm water
drains, particularly before the onset of
the rainy season, they also require an
advanced system that is based on the
latest technology and satellite data that
can calculate the quantities of water
run-off every monsoon and accord-
ingly estimate the load factor on the
sewerage and storm water system.

Another reason for flooding of
cities is excessive concretisation and

paved areas in the urban landscape.
This has not only resulted in exacer-
bating the heat island effect and
causing a sharp spike in ambient tem-
peratures but preventing rainwater
absorption into the ground and
recharging of the water table. This, too,
increases the rainwater run-off,
putting undue pressure on the
drainage network. 

The efforts to prevent urban
flooding will be incomplete unless the
ground water absorption rate of rain-
water as compared to the run-off rate
is balanced. Another issue pertaining
to urban flooding is the role played by
illegal construction and how it is
impacting the storm water drainage
system across India’s major cities. As
urban sprawls increase rapidly, unau-
thorised construction and unplanned
digging by civic agencies are becom-
ing two major issues that are further
impacting our already overburdened
drainage systems adversely. Flooding
will continue to trouble urban citizens
unless these impediments are
addressed and removed. 

We often marvel at infrastructure
planning of ancient India, especially
the drainage system of the Mohenjo-
Daro and Harappa cultures that date
back to 2400 BC. Sadly we are unable
to replicate the excellence and success
of the bygone era in today’s time.
Urban flooding is avoidable and in
order to ensure safety of lives and
property, it is essential for the
Government to rapidly develop strate-
gies that draw from the best of the
world’s benchmarking practices in
urban rainwater management. We
need city-wise protocols that cater to
the typicality of the demographics and
geography and automatically kick in
when the area receives a certain
quantum of rainfall. 

Traffic snarls, waterlogging and
the loss of lives due to urban flood-
ing are a painful indication that a
manageable issue has been allowed to
deteriorate and get out of hand. It is
time authorities around the country
wake up. 

(The writer is an environmental
journalist)
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Joe Biden said on Wednesday
that President Donald 

Trump was the country’s “first”
racist President.

The presumptive
Democratic presidential nom-
inee’s comments came during
a virtual town hall organised by
the Service Employees
International Union.

When a questioner com-
plained of racism surrounding
the coronavirus outbreak and
mentioned the president refer-
ring to it as the “China 
virus,” Biden responded by
blasting Trump and “his spread
of racism.”

“The way he deals with
people based on the colour of
their skin, their national origin,
where they’re from, is absolute-

ly sickening,” the former vice
president said. “No sitting pres-
ident has ever done this. Never,
never, never. No Republican
president has done this. No
Democratic president. We’ve
had racists, and they’ve exist-
ed. They’ve tried to get elected
president. He’s the first one that
has.” Biden also suggested that
Trump is using race “as a
wedge” to distract from his
mishandling of the pandemic.

Many presidents — includ-
ing the nation’s first, George
Washington — owned slaves.

President Woodrow
Wilson, the country’s 28th
president, is having his name
removed from Princeton
University’s public policy
school after recent protests
against institutional racism and
police brutality.
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The backlog for an Indian
national to get permanent

residency or Green Card is
more than 195 years, a top
Republican senator has said,
urging his Senate colleagues to
come out with a legislative
resolution to address this prob-
lem. A Green Card, known
officially as a Permanent
Resident Card, is a document
issued to immigrants to the US
as evidence that the bearer
has been granted the privilege
of residing permanently.

Senator Mike Lee said on
Wednesday that the current
Green Card policy did nothing
for the child of an immigrant
whose dead parent’s Green
Card application was ultimately
denied because his or her job
was no longer available.

“Someone from India enter-
ing the backlog today would
have to wait 195 years to receive
an EB-3 green card. Even if we
give their children this limbo
status, none of them will have
a prayer of becoming a US cit-
izen,” Lee said on the Senator
floor. In fiscal year 2019, Indian
nationals received 9,008 cate-
gory 1 (EB1), 2,908 category 2
(EB2), and 5,083 category 3
(EB3) Green Cards. EB1-3 are
different categories of employ-
ment-based Green Cards.

Lee, the senator from Utah,
was speaking on the legislation
moved by Senator Dick Durbin
that seeks to protect immigrant
workers and their children
who are stuck in the green card
backlog.
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The US does not rule out the
possibility of closing more

Chinese diplomatic missions in
the country, President Donald
Trump has said, hours after
Washington ordered the clo-
sure of Beijing’s consulate in
Houston to “protect American
intellectual property and pri-
vate information.”

The US move came amid a
growing number of disputes
between the two countries over
Beijing’s increasingly aggressive
actions that have led
Washington to take strong
actions, including closing the
consulate in Houston, accord-
ing to senior Trump adminis-
tration officials.

The consulate in Houston,
Texas, is one of five Chinese
diplomatic missions in the US,
not counting the embassy in
Washington DC.

The US move came after
the Justice Department said
that hackers working with the

Chinese Government targeted
firms developing vaccines for
the coronavirus and stole hun-
dreds of millions of dollars
worth of intellectual property
and trade secrets from compa-
nies across the world.

“As far as closing additional
embassies, it’s always possi-
ble,” Trump told reporters on
Wednesday during a daily press
briefing at the White House
when asked if he is looking at
closing more Chinese diplo-

matic missions in the US.
The US State Department

in a brief statement on
Wednesday said it has “direct-
ed the closure of PRC (People’s
Republic of China) Consulate
General Houston, in order to
protect American intellectual
property and American’s pri-
vate information.”

State Department
spokesperson Morgan Ortagus
said the US will not tolerate the
PRC’s violations of its sover-

eignty and intimidation of its
people, just as it has not toler-
ated the PRC’s unfair trade
practices, theft of American
jobs, and other egregious
behaviour. She said Trump
“insists on fairness and reci-
procity in US-China relations.”

During the press confer-
ence, Trump referred to the
news reports of fire in the
Chinese Consulate in Houston
apparently due to burning of
documents in its courtyard.
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Democratic presidential
candidate Joe Biden and

former President Barack
Obama stepped up their attacks
on President Donald Trump
and defended their time in the
White House in a new video
showing their first in-person
meeting since the coronavirus
outbreak began.

The 15-minute video, post-
ed online Thursday, is the lat-
est maneuver to get the former
president involved in the 2020
campaign for his former vice
president, as Biden tries to
rebuild Obama’s winning coali-
tion in November.

The former president and
vice president used the inter-
view-style conversation to
amplify Biden’s arguments
against Trump, with Obama
emphasizing Biden’s experi-
ence and personal attributes.
They pointed to their admin-
istration’s signature health care
law and blamed Trump for
stoking division and animosi-
ty among Americans from the
moment he entered the 2016
presidential race. 

Washington: The FBI believes the Chinese
consulate in San Francisco is harboring a
Chinese researcher who is charged in fed-
eral court in California with lying about her
military background. Tang Juan lied about
her military affiliation in a visa application
last October to work at the University of
California, Davis and again during an FBI
interview last month, according to Justice
Department criminal charges.

Agents found photographs of Tang in
a uniform of the People’s Liberation Army
civilian cadre and news articles from
China that identified her military affiliation.
The FBI last month interviewed Tang, when
she denied having served in the military or
knowing the significance of the insignia of
her uniform, and also found more evidence
of her military affiliation when they later
searched her home, according to a crimi-
nal complaint filed last month that charges
her with visa fraud. AP

Beijing: China said “malicious slander” is behind
an order by the US government to close its consulate
in Houston, Texas, and maintained on Thursday that
its officials have never operated outside ordinary
diplomatic norms.

Foreign ministry spokesperson Wang Wenbin
said the order to close the consulate “violates inter-
national law and basic norms governing international
relations,” and “seriously undermines China-US rela-
tions.”

“This is breaking down the bridge of friendship
between the Chinese and American people,” Wang
told reporters at a daily briefing.

The order this week to close the consulate, one
of China’s six missions in the United States, is seen
as escalating tensions between the world’s two largest
economies while President Donald Trump steers
blame and punitive measures against China ahead
of the November US election.

AP
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Laboratories across the U.S.
are buckling under a surge

of coronavirus tests, creating
long processing delays that
experts say are undercutting the
pandemic response.

With the US tally of con-
firmed infections at nearly 4
million Wednesday and new
cases surging, the bottlenecks
are creating problems for work-
ers kept off the job while await-
ing results, nursing homes
struggling to keep the virus out
and for the labs themselves as
they deal with a crushing work-
load. Some labs are taking
weeks to return Covid-19
results, exacerbating fears that
people without symptoms could
be spreading the virus if they
don’t isolate while they wait.

“There’s been this obsession
with, ‘How many tests are we
doing per day?’” said Dr Tom
Frieden, former director of the
Centres for Disease Control and
Prevention. “The question is
how many tests are being done
with results coming back with-
in a day, where the individual
tested is promptly isolated and
their contacts are promptly
warned.” 

Frieden and other public
health experts have called on
states to publicly report testing
turnaround times, calling it an
essential metric to measure
progress against the virus.

The testing lags in the US
come as the number of people
confirmed to be infected
worldwide passed a staggering
15 million, according to data
compiled by Johns Hopkins
University. The US leads the
world in cases as well as deaths,
which have exceeded 1,42,000. 

New York, once by far the
US leader in infections, has
been surpassed by California,
though that is partly due to
robust testing in a state with
more than twice the population
of New York. Guidelines issued
by the CDC recommend that
states lifting virus restrictions
have a testing turnaround time
of under four days. The agency
recently issued new recom-
mendations against retesting
most Covid-19 patients to con-

firm they have recovered.
“It’s clogging up the sys-

tem,” Adm. Brett Giroir, assis-
tant health secretary, told
reporters last week. Zachrey
Warner knows it all too well. 

The 30-year-old waiter
from Columbus, Ohio, was
sent home from work on July 5
with a high fever a few days
after he began feeling ill. He
went for a test five days later at
the request of his employer.

Almost two weeks and one
missed pay period later, he final-
ly got his answer Wednesday:
negative. Though Warner said
most symptoms — including
fever, diarrhea, chest tightness
and body aches — stopped a few
days after he was tested, he was-
n’t allowed to return to work
without the result. 

It was “frustrating that I’ve
missed so much work due to
testing taking forever,” Warner
said. “It is what it is ... (but) I’m
glad I’m negative and happy to
be able to get back to work this
week.” Beyond the economic
hurt the testing lags can cause,
they pose major health risks,
too. In Florida, which reported
9,785 new cases and a rise in the
death toll to nearly 5,500, nurs-

ing homes have been under an
order to test all employees
every two weeks. But long
delays for results have some
questioning the point.

Jay Solomon, CEO of Aviva
in Sarasota, a senior community
with a nursing home and assist-
ed living facility, said results
were taking up to 10 days to
come back. “It’s almost like,
what are we accomplishing in
that time?” Solomon said. “If
that person is not quarantined
in that 7-10 days, are they
spreading without realising it?”

Test results that come back
after two or three days are
nearly worthless, many health
experts say, because by then the
window for tracing the person’s
contacts to prevent additional
infections has essentially closed.
“The turnaround times, par-
ticularly across the South are
too long,” Dr. Deborah Birx of
the White House coronavirus
task force said on Fox.

Birx said the U.S. had short-

er turnaround times in April,
May and early June, but that
“this surge and this degree of
cases is so widespread com-
pared to previously,” she said.
Dr Leana Wen, a public health
professor at George Washington
University said it’s reasonable to
tell people awaiting test results
to isolate for 24 hours, but the
delays have been unacceptable.

“Imagine you tell a parent
with young children to self-iso-
late for 10 days or more with-
out knowing they actually have
Covid? I mean, that’s ridiculous.
That’s actually absurd,” Wen
said. US officials have recently
called for ramping up screening
to include seemingly healthy
Americans who may be
unknowingly spreading the dis-
ease in their communities. But
Quest Diagnostics, one of the
nation’s largest testing chains,
said it can’t keep up with
demand and most patients will
face waits of a week or longer
for results.

GENEVA: The World Health
Organization said on
Thursday that the United
States, Brazil and India,
which are all suffering fast
rises in coronavirus 
cases, can still get on top of
the pandemic.

They are “powerful, able,
democratic countries who
have tremendous internal
capacities to deal with this
disease”, Dr Mike Ryan, head
of the WHO emergencies
programme, told a Geneva
briefing.

US coronavirus cases
exceeded 4 million on
Thursday, with over 2,600
new cases recorded every
hour on average, the highest
rate in the world, according
to a Reuters tally. Agencies

SINGAPORE: Scientists have
developed a rapid test to
detect antibodies in COVID-
19 patients that specifically
block the novel coronavirus,
an advance that may lead to
faster methods for estimating
the population level infection
rate of the disease. 

According to the study,
published in the journal
Nature Biotechnology, a rapid
test to detect neutralising anti-
bodies — capable of blocking
the novel coronavirus SARS-
CoV-2 — is urgently needed
to facilitate monitoring of
infection rates, as well as to
determine vaccine efficacy
during clinical trials.

In order to facilitate this,
researchers, including those
from Duke-NUS Medical
School in Singapore, devel-
oped a new assay which is
much faster than conven-
tional tests for neutralising
antibodies, taking only one or
two hours to complete. PTI

WASHINGTON: President
Donald Trump is casting
wide blame for a nationwide
surge in coronavirus cases,
pointing to racial justice
protests, travelers from
Mexico and young bar-
goers. Holding his second
briefing on the virus in as
many days after a three-
month hiatus, Trump sought
on Wednesday to explain the
rise in confirmed cases
across the nation’s South,
Southwest and West.

Trump says cases among
young Americans first start-
ed to rise “shortly after
demonstrations.” He says the
protests following the death of
George Floyd “presumably
triggered a broader relaxation
of mitigation efforts nation-
wide.” He also says a “sub-
stantial increase in travel”
around Memorial Day and
summer vacations was also a
driver of new cases. AP
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China launched its most
ambitious Mars mission

yet on Thursday in a bold
attempt to join the United
States in successfully landing a
spacecraft on the red planet.

Engines blazing orange, a
Long March-5 rocket took off
under clear skies from Hainan
Island, south of China’s main-
land, as space enthusiasts gath-
ered on a beach across the bay
from the launch site.

“This is a kind of hope, a
kind of strength,” said Li
Dapeng, co-founder of the
China branch of the Mars
Society, an advocacy group. He
watched with his wife, 11-year-
old son and 2,000 others on the
beach. Launch commander
Zhang Xueyu announced to
cheers in the control room that
the rocket was flying normally
about 45 minutes later. “The
Mars rover has accurately

entered the scheduled orbit,” he
said in brief remarks shown live
on state broadcaster CCTV.

China’s space agency said
that the rocket carried the
probe for 36 minutes before
successfully placing it on the
looping path that will take it
beyond Earth’s orbit and even-
tually into Mars’ more distant
orbit around the sun.

Liu Tongjie, spokesman for
the mission, said in a press brief-
ing that the launch was a “key
step of China marching towards
farther deep space.” He said that
China’s aim wasn’t to compete
with other countries, but to
peacefully explore the universe.
It marked the second flight to
Mars this week, after a United
Arab Emirates orbiter blasted
off on a rocket from Japan on
Monday. And the U.S. is aiming
to launch Perseverance, its most
sophisticated Mars rover ever,
from Cape Canaveral, Florida,
next week.
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The chief of the World Health
Organization (WHO) has

upbraided US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo for “untrue and
unacceptable” comments,
responding to reported allega-
tions that included the health
agency chief having been
“bought” by China.

Director-General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus insist-
ed WHO is focusing on “saving
lives” as he lashed out Thursday
at the comments British media
have reported that Pompeo
made at a closed-door event
earlier this week in London.

Tedros’ response to
Pompeo represented some of
his most defensive and full-
throated statements yet in the
wake of the Trump adminis-
tration’s repeated criticism of
the UN health agency in recent
months. 
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Hajipur: Ashok Kumar has
taken over the charge of
Additional General Manager,
East Central Railway,Hajipur
on 23.07.2020. Prior to this
assignment, he was working as
Chief Administrative Officer
(Construction) in this Railway
itself.Shri Ashok Kumar
belongs to IRSE(Indian
Railway Service of Engineers)
batch of 1984 exam batch. 

Shri Ashok Kumar has
began his career on Indian
Railways asAssistant Divisional

Engineer at Hapur, Northern
Railway in July 1986.

During his 34 years of long
illustrious career, Shri Kumar
held important at Executive
and Managerial posts on Indian
Railways.These include Chief
Engineer/North Western
Railway, Jaipur;Additional
Divisional Railway
Manager/North Western
Railway, Jodhpur Division and
Divisional Railway
Manager/South Central
Railway, Vijayawada Division.
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Equity benchmarks returned
to winning ways on

Thursday after a day’s breather,
propelled by market heavy-
weight Reliance Industries
which soared to its lifetime
high. 

After a subdued start, the
30-share BSE Sensex gained
momentum in afternoon trade
before finally closing at
38,140.47, up 268.95 points, or
0.71 per cent. 

The benchmark ended
above the 38,000-mark for the
first time since March 5 this
year.  The wider NSE Nifty
advanced 82.85 points, or 0.74
per cent, to finish at 11,215.45. 

Reliance Industries
accounted for the lion’s share of
the Sensex’s gains, spurting

2.82 per cent to its record clos-
ing high of �2,060.65, follow-
ing reports that Amazon was
eyeing a stake in the conglom-
erate’s retail arm. 

SBI, ICICI Bank, Tech
Mahindra, ITC and Kotak
Bank were among the other
winners, advancing as much as
3.28 per cent.

On the other hand, Axis
Bank, HUL, Infosys, TCS,
UltraTech Cement and L&T
tumbled up to 3.80 per cent. 

“Benchmark indices ended
the day with gains, following
positivity in the global markets.
Global markets set aside the
rising US-China tensions and
focused on potential vaccine
developments and better-than-
expected earnings numbers.  

“Domestically, except for
IT, most major indices were in
the gains. Liquidity seems to be
driving the markets. Any dip
looks like it will be bought into
and is likely to be short-lived,
especially in the current mood
of the markets when the neg-
atives are being overlooked,”
said Vinod Nair, Head of

Research at Geojit Financial
Services.  

BSE energy, healthcare,
realty, auto, oil and gas, bankex
and metal indices ended up to
2.36 per cent higher, while IT,
teck and telecom closed with
losses.   Broader BSE mid-cap
and small-cap indices surged
up to 0.98 per cent. 

Global markets were

mixed as investors digested
corporate earnings amid the
overhang of mounting
COVID-19 cases and US-
China tensions. 

Bourses in Shanghai, Seoul
and Tokyo ended in the red,
while Hong Kong closed high-
er. Stock exchanges in Europe
were trading on a positive note
in early deals. Meanwhile,

international oil benchmark
Brent crude futures rose 0.93
per cent to USD 44.70 per bar-
rel. In the forex market, the
rupee settled on a flat note at
74.75 against the US dollar. 

����� ��������	

After strong reactions from
its pilots, Air India on

Thursday said that no employ-
ee of Air India will be laid off.
“The meeting reiterated that
unlike other carriers which
have laid off large number of
their employees, no employee
of Air India will be laid off,” the
national carrier said on Twitter.
It further added that there has
been no reduction in the basic
pay, dearness allowance and
house rent allowance of any
employee.

“Allowances had to be
rationalised owing to the air-
line’s difficult financial situation
already exacerbated by the
novel coronavirus pandemic,
the statement added. 

Air India further clarified
that its flying crew will be
paid as per the actual number
of hours flown and the Board’s
measures regarding allowances
will be reviewed as domestic
and international flight opera-
tions expand gradually.

Earlier this month, India’s
national carrier approved a
scheme enabling its
Chairperson and Managing
Director Rajiv Bansal to place
employees on compulsory
leave without pay for six
months or a period of two
years, extendable up to five
years. The scheme was
approved during the 102nd
meeting of Air India’s Board of
Directors.

New Delhi: The Indian econ-
omy is likely to rebound in the
second half of 2020 as the
impact of the COVID-19 pan-
demic recedes, and is project-
ed to grow by 6.7 per cent in
the next financial year, IHS
Markit said on Thursday.

The pandemic resulted in
severe disruptions in industri-
al production and consump-
tion spending in India during
April and May.

“The severe negative
impact is expected to result in
a significant contraction in
GDP in the April-June quarter
of 2020, resulting in a recession
in the 2020-21 financial year
with GDP expected to contract
by 6.3 per cent year-on-year,” it
said in its outlook on the
Indian economy.

However, as lockdown
conditions have been progres-
sively eased, early signs of
recovery were evident in the
most recent economic data.

The IHS Markit
Purchasing Managers’ surveys
for India showed that eco-
nomic momentum improved
in June, reflecting the easing of
COVID-19 related restrictions
during May and June.

India imposed a total
lockdown beginning March 25
and restrictions were eased
from May. “IHS Markit forecast
that the Indian economy will
rebound as the impact of the
pandemic recedes, with
improving economic growth
momentum in the second half
of 2020 and positive GDP
growth of 6.7 per cent in the
2021-22 financial year,” said
Rajiv Biswas, Asia Pacific Chief
Economist at IHS Markit.

Despite the negative short-
term shocks from the pan-
demic, total foreign direct
investment into India has
remained buoyant. Foreign
direct investment by technolo-
gy firms in the first seven
months of 2020 has already
reached around USD 17 billion,
boosted by the USD 10 billion
new investment announced by
Google in mid-July. PTI

New Delhi: IRDAI on
Thursday said sale, purchase
and pledge of equity in excess
of 5 per cent of an insurance
company’s paid-up capital will
need the regulator’s prior
approval, and any violation of
the guidelines will attract
action.  Issuing a clarification
on the ‘transfer of share of the
insurance companies’, the
Insurance Regulatory and
Development Authority of
India (IRDAI) said the provi-
sions related to sale and pur-
chase of equity will also apply
on creation of pledge or any
other kind of encumbrance
over shares of an insurance
company by its promoters.
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Billionaire Mukesh Ambani’s
Reliance Industries Ltd has

broken into the top 50 most
valued companies globally after
it became the first company
with market capitalisation of
over �13 lakh crore.

The oil-to-telecom con-
glomerate is ranked 48th in
market cap globally, according
to stock market data.

Globally, Saudi Aramco is
the company with the highest
market cap of $ 1.7 trillion, fol-
lowed by Apple, Microsoft,
Amazon, and Alphabet.
Reliance on Thursday closed at
�2,060.65 on the BSE, up 2.82
per cent over the previous
day’s close. 
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Gold prices went past �
51,000 mark in the nation-

al capital, rising by �502 on
Thursday on strong interna-
tional prices, according to
HDFC Securities.  

The precious metal rose by
�502 to �51,443 per 10 gram
from �50,941 per 10 gram in
the previous trade.

Silver, however, declined
by �69 to �62,760 per kg from
�62,829 per kg on Wednesday.

“Spot gold prices for 24
carat gold in Delhi hit new high
trading above �51,000, gaining
�502 on strong international
gold prices,” HDFC Securities
Senior Analyst (Commodities)
Tapan Patel said. In the
international market, gold was
trading higher at USD 1,875
per ounce, while silver was flat
at USD 22.76 per ounce.

New Delhi: Shares of special-
ty chemicals manufacturing
firm Rossari Biotech made a
stellar debut on the bourses on
Thursday, and closed nearly 77
per cent higher against its issue
price of � 425 per share. The
stock touched its highest trad-
ing permissible limit for the day
on the BSE as well as NSE.

The stock listed at �670,
registering a gain of 57.64 per
cent on its issue price on the
BSE. During the day, it jumped
89.17 per cent to �804 - its
upper circuit limit. It finally
closed at �742.35, up 74.67 per
cent.On the NSE, it closed at
�752, a gain of 76.94 per cent.
During the day, it jumped
88.96 per cent to �803.10

The company’s market
valuation stood at �3,854.98
crore on the BSE. In terms of
volume, 30.27 lakh shares were
traded on the BSE during the
day, while 3.57 crore shares
changed hands on the NSE.

“It has been a long hiatus
in IPO for many months since
COVID epidemic started.
Rossari Biotech’s success in
retail, HNI and institutional
segments brings a good omen
and shows tremendous appetite
for good quality equity paper in
Indian markets,” BSE CEO
Ashishkumar Chauhan CEO
said on the listing. PTI
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The green shoots of recovery
are expected to grow faster

in non-metro markets due to
“higher resilience” shown by
non-metro cities during the
COVID-19 pandemic, says a
survey by consultancy firm
EY.

The EY survey, which
polled over 4,000 respondents
equally divided between metro
and non-metro markets, was
conducted to ascertain the
potential impact of pandemic-
related disruptions on con-
sumer sentiments, its report
said.

Categories like consumer
goods, travel, entertainment,
automobiles and white goods
are all expected to see increased
and faster recovery of demand
from non-metro markets post
the lockdowns, it added. 
“Non-metro markets have
shown higher resilience than
metro markets in our study and
could recover faster. The per-

centage of respondents who
expected to spend more than
before on a majority of cate-
gories was much higher in
non-metro markets, indicating
that when the lockdowns end,
green shoots of recovery would
probably sprout faster in these
markets,” EY said.

Respondents in non-met-
ros are expected to spend much
more on consumer goods, trav-
el, outdoor and automobiles as
compared to their metro coun-
terparts, it said.
According to EY India Partner
and Media & Entertainment
Leader Ashish Pherwani, the
COVID-19 pandemic has rad-
ically shifted way of life.
“However, despite uncertain
and challenging conditions,
our research shows that non-
metros express a higher degree
of resiliency and a resolve to
bounce back quicker com-
pared to metros. We may see
long-term and even permanent
changes in consumption pat-
terns,” he said.
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Citing higher prices and low
supply, the Confederation

of All India Traders on
Thursday urged the Centre to
extend the provision for com-
pulsory gold Hallmarking by
two years, so that leftover stock
can enter the market.

On Thursday, gold prices
went up to �51,500 per 10
gram, while silver ended at
�62,000 per kg, CAIT said
adding that the safe asset class
has gained demand as an out-
come of the Covid-19 induced
economic turbulence.

Accordingly, the confeder-
ation expects a sustained
demand for gold and silver dur-

ing the festive season starting
from Raksha Bandhan on
August 3.

The confederation expects
gold prices to touch �55,000
per 10 grams on Diwali.

According to Praveen
Khandelwal, Secretary General,
CAIT and Pankaj Arora,
National Convenor of All India
Jewelers and Goldsmith
Federation, silver price is
expected to be in a range of
�72,000 to �75,000 per kilo-
gram. He was quoted as saying
in a statement: “Gold has
always been the best and safest
choice of investment for the
customers as gold prices gen-
erally keep on increasing
whereas on the other hand, it

is also the most important
invest ment for traders which
is quite safe.”

Prior to the lockdown, gold
prices stood at �41,000 per 10
grams and that of silver was at
�40,000 per kg and now in a
period of just 4 months there
is an increase of 28-30 per cent
in gold and in silver the
increase is of about 45 per cent,
he said.The confederation said
that to allow the jewellers to liq-
uidate their old stocks, the
Centre should provide a further
extension of 2 years, in the view
of Covid-19 disruption. Earlier,
the Centre had made
‘Hallmarking’ on every gold
item compulsory from January
15, 2021.
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Reliance Jio topped 4G speed
chart with an average

download speed of 16.5
megabits per second (mbps) in
June, while Vodafone and Idea
led in terms of upload speed,
according to Trai data.
Idea followed Jio in download
speed chart with 8 mbps speed,

the latest data published on
Trai’s Myspeed portal showed.

The Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (Trai)
recorded average download
speed of 7.5 mbps and 7.2
mbps on 4G network of
Vodafone and Bharti Airtel in
June.

For upload speed,
Vodafone and Idea led the

chart with speed of 6.2 mbps
each. Jio and Airtel recorded
average upload speed of 3.4
mbps each.

Download speed helps in
accessing messages, pictures,
videos, etc., sent by others,
while upload speed helps sub-
scribers in sending messages,
pictures, etc., to their con-
tacts.
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Government has asked
Public Sector

Undertakings (PSUs) to com-
plete all their planned capex for
FY21 on time and become
vehicles of growth for the
economy hit by the coron-
avirus pandemic.

With private investment
on a standstill, the Govt wants
companies administered by it
to change the mood in the
country by stepping up expen-
diture and generating eco-
nomic activity that results in
income generation and job
creation.At a review meeting
held by the Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on
Thursday with Secretaries of
Ministries of Civil Aviation,
Steel, and the Chairman
Railway Board along with the
CMDs of 7 CPSEs belonging to
these Ministries, the Finance
Minister said that better per-
formance of CPSEs can help
the economy in a big way to
recover from the impact of

COVID-19.In this regard, she
said it is important that CPSEs
ensure that capital outlay pro-
vided to them for FY21 is
“spent properly and within
time”. Sitharaman asked secre-
taries to closely monitor the
performance of CPSEs in order
to ensure capital expenditure to
the tune of 50 per cent of cap-
ital outlay by Q2 2020-21.

She said that to achieve this
planning should be done in
advance and all unresolved
issues should be brought before
the ministry for immediate
solution.The concern this year
is that sluggish economic activ-
ities on account of COVID-19
and sagging demand condi-
tions may also push PSUs to
step back on their invest-
ments.In FY 2019-20, against
the CAPEX target of �30,420
crore for the 7 CPSEs, the
achievement was �25,974 crore
i.e. 85%. In Q1 (FY 2019-20)
achievement was �3,878 crore
(13%) and achievement of Q1
(FY 2020-21) has slowed down
to �3,557 crore (14%). 
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Tax mop up in first quarter
of the current fiscal is “very

encouraging” and indicates
that the economy is recovering
sooner than what was antici-
pated at the time of imposition
of lockdown, Finance Secretary
Ajay Bhushan Pandey said on
Thursday.

He said the Revenue
Department wants to bring in
self-compliance among tax-
payers by making available
data of all financial transactions
via Form 26AS at the time of
filing income tax (I-T) return.

Pandey, who is also the
Revenue Secretary, said about
70 per cent of the � 91,000
crore Goods and Services Tax
(GST) collected in June is on
account of transactions in May.

“For the month of June,
going by the current trends, we
have certain trend about how
many people have made pay-
ment so far, and also the e-way
bill...Truck movement...All
these things are giving encour-
aging signals that the economy
is coming back to the realm
sooner than what was being
anticipated when the lock-
down was started in March,” he
said while addressing a Ficci
event here.

Besides, income tax col-
lection, by way of advance tax
and TDS, in the April-June
quarter was about 80 per cent
of what was collected in the
same period last year. “These
two numbers - GST and
income tax - are encouraging
numbers and also gives us
some hope that wherever pos-
sible businesses are finding

ways to get started. But there
were certain sectors like hos-
pitality, education, tourism,
which are facing difficulty,”
Pandey added.

The Government had in
May notified revised Form
26AS which would have addi-
tional details on taxpayers’
high-value financial transac-
tions like cash deposit/with-
drawal, property purchases
undertaken during a financial
year, and would facilitate vol-
untary compliance and ease of
e-filing of I-T returns.

Pandey said if a
person sees all his transaction
at one place, it makes return fil-
ing easy and helps honest tax-
payers. It also sends a message
to those persons who are on the
borderline, and they would
also try to be on the right side
of law.

“What we want to pro-
mote is self-compliance instead
of somebody being sent a
notice and then somebody
going through some kind of
harrasment or difficulty, we are
making all those information
available,” he added.

With regard to digital
lending by banks, Pandey said
if tax-payment profile of a
loan applicant is made available
to the banks, it would make it
easier for lenders to assess
how much loan can be extend-
ed.

“...We have all these infor-
mations, these information can
be shared in a secured man-
ner...We are working on that,
we had several sounds of meet-
ings with several stakeholders
and we are working on this,” he
added.
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Mumbai: The rupee gave up
day’s gains to settle on a flat
note at 74.75 against the US
dollar on Thursday amid
concerns over growing ten-
sions between the US and
China.  At the interbank
forex market, the domestic
unit opened on a strong note
at 74.65, but erased the gains
to finally close at 74.75,
unchanged from its previous
closing.

During the session, the
domestic unit witnessed an
intra-day high of 74.52 and a
low of 74.87 against the US
dollar.

Forex traders said the
uptick in the rupee during
the day was supported by
weak greenback, foreign fund
inflows and positive domes-
tic equities, but rising ten-
sions between the US and
China weighed on investor
sentiment and restricted the
gains. 

Meanwhile, the dollar
index, which gauges the
greenback’s strength against
a basket of six currencies,
rose 0.01 per cent to 94.99.
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When I look at some modern
cars, I get reminded of

sharks. If you, like me, are an ama-
teur shark scientist and loved
Discovery Channel’s Shark Week
shows, you would know that there
are over a thousand species of
them. When you think of sharks,
you tend to think of the Great
White, leaping into the air a seal
tightly grasped inside its jaw. Isn’t
it? The fact is that the ‘agape’ look
on so many car grilles that I see
today, reminds me of the Whale, the
largest fish in the world. An impres-
sive one, of course, but thorough-
ly harmless with a massive mouth
at the tip of its head, not below like
predatory sharks, but at the tip. 

When you see a picture of a
whale shark feeding and then look
at what Hyundai has been giving us
of late — the new Elantra coming
in 2021 — will be interesting to say
the least. Even Maruti, the facelift
on the Dzire, makes things bigger.
The MG Hector and Kia’s ‘tiger
nose’ on the Seltos and Sonet as
well. Heck, Honda might stick a
chrome slab through its mouth like
braces on teeth, but they also have
big mouths. And of course, there
are the Germans. BMW’s signature
‘kidney grilles’ have gotten a bit out
of hand. Have you seen the BMW
4-series concept? I actually don’t
mind it on the 7-series and X7
because of their huge size, so there
is a bit of proportionality. And then

there is Audi, the carmaker that
started the trend of wide-mouthed
sedans and SUVs with their 2004
line-up redesign starting with the
A4 and A6.

Of course, larger grilles allow
for more area where designers can
play around or stick a humongous
logo, like MG and Mercedes-Benz
do. Or like in the case of BMW,
where the kidney grilles are a sig-
nature of the Bavarian carmaker.
With three-dimensional light
design killing off the other signa-
ture ‘Corona’ headlights, the grille
is it. While I know that in India
today, China-bashing is in vogue
and I have personally also been
guilty of that, here I really have to
blame the Chinese. When they
buy a product, they are not subtle
about it. The Ralph Lauren logo on
t-shirts grew bigger once that brand
took off in China. Similarly, the
brash Louis Vuitton logo, also
thanks to that market. The tragedy
of Montblanc putting their logo on
everything from belts to wallets, yes,
you guessed it, China. BMW once
admitted this to me, during the 7-
series refresh international drive in
Algarve, that the bigger kidneys and
the “12 per cent larger” nose logo
was for the Chinese market. And

you know what? When that one
market accounts for a third of your
global sales, making those changes
is perfectly logical for a carmak-
er.

There are friends of mine in
automotive journalism who like the
big kidney grilles on BMW. At the
end of the day, we all have differ-
ent aesthetic sensibilities. One les-
son that I have learnt is that in
India, we seek ‘value’ from a car
rather than looks. The first-gener-
ation Santro, particularly early
builds of that car were, for lack of
any other word to describe it, ugly.
The first generation WagonR
seemed as if the design team was
only given a ruler and a brief to
avoid any sort of curve. These cars
were not at all aesthetically pleas-
ing. The Daewoo Matiz on the
other hand, was quite cute. But you
know the story, the Santro launched
Hyundai allowing them to dazzle
our eyes with the next-generation
Elantra that you will see next year.
Don’t get me wrong, I love the
product, but the next Elantra just
like the facelift on the Verna looks
like a Whale shark out of water.

Here is the funny thing, large
grilles made sense when you had
large naturally aspirated engines,
big steel blocks with eight cylinders
inside them. Those engines need-
ed air and also a lot of cooling. But
thanks to emissions norms, those
engines are dying out in all but

some supercars. And BMW them-
selves have the F90 5-series which
is by far and away the best looking
car they make because it doesn’t
look like it went through rhinoplas-
ty to get a boxer’s nose. It is an aes-
thetically pleasing car. At a level
this is a bit like planes, the Airbus
A380 is a tremendous piece of engi-
neering, but it isn’t pretty. The
Boeing 747 just has something
about it, which is why it is called
the ‘Queen’ of the skies and the
A380, well, that is a whale (noth-
ing against cetaceans by the way).
When electric cars come along,
what will happen to all these
large grilles? Just look at Tesla’s —
a clean, proportionate design, no
frills or huge kidney grilles. I
mean, even BMW’s electric warrior
the i3 is not overdone on the nose
front. So why on god’s green earth
did BMW give us the Concept 4-
series? 

Being passionate about cars
and writing about them will nec-
essarily make you ardent about car
design. I do not like the way many
cars look these days. I’m not say-
ing that there are not some pretty
cars out there but the attack of the
large grilles is upon us. While I’m
sure I will be pummelled into
acceptance, as we all accepted the
first-generation Santro, I’m not
going down without a fight. Or in
my case, without writing such
columns. 

Perhaps a visit to the salon for some
self-grooming was the only thing
one never felt lazy about in the

pre-COVID era. However, over the
past few months, with a pandemic at
hand, the touch therapy involved was
enough to scare many of us into depend-
ing on household hacks. But they have
not been salon-perfect. 

With salons getting back to business
post an ease in lockdown restrictions,
many have been waiting to return.
However, risk-averse as we are, there is
certainly a great feeling of anxiety. So
salons too are responding to the
changed mindset and bringing in a
major transition in their set-ups and
functioning to assure that their services
are safe. New hygiene protocols have
been developed to ensure safety of the
customer as well as that of the techni-
cian’s. New tools and accessories are
being used for contact therapies. Here
are a few ways how salons have gone for
a makeover themselves before throwing
the door open. 
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The don’t-touch-me policy has

become the new normal in public
spaces and is here to stay. Which brings
many to the question — how will
salons do their usual chores without
touching the customer? For instance,
while combing the hair or a facial clean-
up.

Experts suggest that a new safety
protocol — zero-touch facial — can
ensure that the beautician doesn’t touch
your skin with bare hands. Rather, the
beautician needs to be enabled to deliv-
er the same kind of service with the
same efficiency by using certain profes-
sional tools and techniques. Many

brands are coming up with specially cus-
tomised products like disposable appli-
cators, gloves and a mask, which can
ensure that skin problems are attended
to in a hygienic manner. The sanitised
tools also allow for advanced exfoliation
and radiant skin.

Vaijayanti Bhalchandra, co-founder,
CTO Head HR YLG Salons, YLG @
Home, talks about her use of new
zero-touch products. She says, “The past
few months have been extremely tough
for the business and we have missed
work. The Cheryl’s cosmeceuticals have
helped us adapt to the new normal with
its zero-touch facial kit. Since gaining
confidence of customers for facial treat-
ments is a major necessity in these
times, we also make sure the beautician
maintains a certain distance from the
customer while working and minimise
talking at all times. It has been only a
few weeks since we have re-opened and
now, we are increasingly getting
responses for clean-ups and exfoliation
facials.”
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DP Sharma, director, Professional

Products Division at L’Oréal India,
says, “Our network of salons is key to

our business and we have always
believed in them to offer only the best
of services to consumers. As salons have
slowly begun re-opening across the
country, we have trained and upskilled
our network with the strictest of hygiene
and safety norms to be followed while
interacting with the consumer. We have
also introduced Express Hair Color
Services, which not only support our
salons to get back to business safely but
also offer an innovative professional hair
colour solution with sophisticated tech-
niques to our consumers.”

As per Sharma, the service only
takes 60 minutes, which is as less time
as it could take to colour the hair. It not
only “minimises a customer’s time at
salon” but also “erases all signs of the
bad hair days you may have faced in the
last few months.”
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Beauty brands like Matrix have

also introduced programmes to ensure
the safety of consumers, anxious about
returning to a salon. Its ‘Safe Salon’ ini-
tiative begins with an increased saniti-
sation and fumigation of salons
arranged by it. All partner salons are
equipped with a comprehensive hygiene
practice guide that includes the pre-
booking of an appointment, tempera-
ture checks, sanitisation of surfaces, reg-
ular washing of hands by staff, contact-
less and digital payments, sterilisation
of tools before and after a service, avail-
ability of sanitisers and clean masks and
gloves worn by the staff.
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To minimise contact, experts have
recommended a virtual consultation
session via smartphone with your beau-
tician that should be mandated for every
customer, prior to stepping in the
salon. Through this practice, if the ser-
vice isn’t provided on the given day, an
unnecessary visit could be avoided and
in turn, crowding. Also, one can always
get the technician to diagnose the issue
through an online consultation.

Niraj Killa, owner of Head Turner’s
Hair Spa & Beauty Salon, Kolkata,
says, “All our staff has taken part in the
Salon Hygiene and Safety E-Learning
module offered by the brand to ensure
we can adapt to the newer requirements
of the changing world. It’s better if we
now move towards more digital prac-
tices while customers consult us.”
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Many salons have also used the

lockdown period to upskill and train
their network to be equipped with all the
required protocols, to enable them to get
back to business, following proper
guidelines. Digital educational training
has helped salon owners and their
teams prepare a detailed hygiene check-
list that they must adhere to while re-
opening.The distribution of safety kits
by many cosmetic brands include dis-
posable masks, gloves, bed sheets,
shower caps and bed gowns to make the
facial service hygienic and safe.
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Actor Randeep Hooda hopes people will restart
responsibly after the COVID-19 lockdown, and feels

everyone has a part to play in making the planet healthy.
Discovery India has brought him on board to urge India
to exit the lockdown in a responsible manner with a
unique campaign titled Restart Responsibly. The cam-
paign video has Randeep taking daily routine, but impor-
tant actions, including placing water for birds, riding a
bicycle, taking care of his pet and much more while
enlightening citizens about the impact that human action
has had on environment.

“This campaign is close to my heart as we are not
asking people to take a pledge without any specific out-
comes. The campaign aims to inspire people to take
thoughtful steps which can easily be added to their daily

routines in a more thoughtful way
because if everyone does small things

right, then the overall impact on the
environment will be huge,” said
Randeep. 

“We all need to, and I can’t empha-
size this enough, play our part to

ensure that we create less pol-
lution to ensure better quality
air and water. An important
observation we all need to
make is that humans are not
centre of the universe, we are
all a part of it, along with all
flora and fauna. If we all just
respect this fact and get on
with life, I am sure tomorrow
will be better,” added he. 

“We wanted to present a
powerful platform to tell crit-

ical stories, elevate cultural dis-
course and do the right thing.
Through this campaign, we
aim to bring the importance of
individual behaviour in shap-
ing our environment. Often,
we look at others for solutions,
lets do our part — simple yet
thoughtful steps — is our key
message,” said Vednarayan

Sirdeshpande, Head of
Marketing, South Asia,
Discovery. 
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People nowadays don’t
want to just clink glass-
es with their friends

and family over an evening
get together, rather they
want to know more about
the dram, the whisky notes,
food pairings and so much
more. Here is the history,
evolution of single malt
whisky, its relevance and
Glenfiddich’s journey in the
making. 

FROM THE ARCHIVES
Popularly referred to as ‘water of life’,

whisky has a long and adventurous story
to tell. Whisky became an innate part of
Scottish life and was even used for med-
icinal purposes during the long cold
harsh Scottish winters, apart from being
there in the everyday social life of
Scotland. 

Gradually with the rise of whisky pro-
duction, five groups of single malts
emerged from Scotland, including
Highland, Lowland, Speyside, Islay and
Campbeltown. The banks of the River
Spey on the eastern side of the Highlands
became home to around 50 distilleries
with many of them offering guided tours
and the chance, of course, to sample their
produce. The malts of Speyside were loved
for their elegance and complexity whilst
the malts from the most beautiful Isle of
Islay are described in terms of their peaty
quality. 

It was in the late eighteens, a single
malt brand known today, was born from
one man’s dream, William Grant. In 1886
with the help of his nine children, Grant
put the first brick in Glenfiddich distillery.
Water, air and malted barley, a trinity
expertly crafted to make a Glenfiddich
whisky, created in a radical design of the
time, the triangular bottle. Up until 1960s,
the world was consuming blended whisky
and cognac while single malt was a
Scottish secret. In 1963, the single malt

whisky was taken outside Scotland.
The malt whisky was first called

‘Pure malt’ and then ‘Straight malt’.
Eventually the term ‘Single malt’ was
coined which has stuck with us ever since
then in our hearts (and glasses, of course).

HOW DID THE WHISKY GET ITS
FLAVOUR?

Where a whisky is born, what it’s
matured in and how old it is, all affects the
flavour of the final product. With age
comes character and complexity. To qual-
ify as a Scotch whisky, it must be aged in
an Oak barrel in Scotland for minimum
of three years. 

Water also plays a significant role in
the making of the whisky. The William
Grant & Sons family have owned the lands
around the Robbie Dhu spring for a very
long time, safeguarding the water for all
its whiskies including the The Balvenie,
Monkey Shoulder and others. Whisky is
made entirely from barley. Barley from our
specialist maltsters is ground into rough
flour and mixed with heated Robbie Dhu
springwater.

The key is in the cask. With a lot of
flavour coming from the cask, the quali-
ty of the whisky depends on the quality
of the wood it’s matured in. A single malt
may see several casks. It’s a common mis-
conception that single malt whisky is the
product of one cask. In fact, two thirds of
the flavour in a single malt comes from
casks its matured in and is the product of
a single distillery and may come from sev-

eral casks within the same distillery. 
A lesser-known thing about single

malts is the angel’s share. Angel’s share is that
portion of whisky which evaporates during
the maturation process. The name comes
from a tongue-in-cheek belief that those

‘greedy angels’ must be blamed for the dimin-
ishing level of tightly sealed whisky barrels.
The approximate rate of loss of whisky due
to evaporation is two per cent per annum in
Scotland and nine to 10 per cent in India
because of the warm weather conditions.

This means one can age a single malt in
Scotland for 50-60 years while in India they
can be aged for only 10-12 years.

Skills, craftsmanship, specialist knowl-
edge and wisdom, all go into the making of
a whisky.

BUILDING IT ON 
Today, even in the twenty-first centu-

ry, single malts continue to be a preferred
spirit and are growing year-on-year. But the
way the spirit is perceived and approached
has changed radically. While the single
malt drinker continues to be one who
enjoys the finer things in life, they are no
longer restricted to an older audience.
Women are becoming an integral part of
the category not just as consumers but also
as distillers, enthusiasts, brand ambas-
sadors and bartenders. The love for whisky
is rising in younger people as well, they are
replacing other spirits with whiskies. We
see a growing curiosity and interest among
the younger drinkers in knowing more
about their spirit. This is due to the
increased relevance being created by
brands promoting cocktails and serves that
make it intriguing and aspirational for the
younger generation to opt for whiskies.

Innovation within the single malt
category has been one of the key reasons
for it to remain relevant through decades.
Innovation across distilling, manufactur-
ing, packaging and marketing have togeth-
er played a crucial role. Experimental sin-
gle malt variants have gained high promi-
nence with the new age whisky drinkers
that are willing to play with their single
malts. Distillers too have kept up with this
demand by introducing unique cask fin-
ishes such as beer, ice wine, tequila, mez-
cal and French cuvée casks, that add to the
varied notes of the single malt. 

The brands new experiments’ which
have been done keeping in mind India’s
rich culture, have brought to life a special
India specific initiative that refined the
rules of traditional single malt serve by
exploring and handpicking unique and
exotic Indian ingredients.

It is great to be on the lookout to cre-
ate out-of-the-ordinary experiences that
challenge people’s perception and enthuse
consumers to try something different.

SAVOURING THE DRINK 
While, the art of truly enjoying your

single malt is a beautiful experience, it dif-
fers for everyone. Experiential tastings and
pairings have helped in continuous con-
sumer awareness and interest in the sin-
gle malt category. Consuming your single
malt with food opens a world of aroma and
flavour opportunities. The goal is to pair
with ingredients and spices that enhance
the flavour of the single malt rather than
overpowering it. Single malts surprising-
ly work well with desserts and fine teas.
The varied styles of enjoying your single
malts today are endless, be it through food
or unique serves, that have kept the spir-
it from being enjoyed by both whisky and
non-whisky drinkers alike.

Neat or Not? It’s entirely up to you!
Going neat may be the ‘purest’ way to enjoy
a single malt, but it’s not the only way. 

I strongly believe, ‘To each its own!’
Therefore, whatever you like is the best one
for you. However, the best dram is the one
enjoyed with friends and family over lots
of banter and fun.

(The writer is Glenfiddich India brand
ambassador.)
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FROM CASK TO

GLASS
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Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp
said having the opportunity to
lift the Premier League trophy

at Anfield meant the world to him
despite having to do so in an empty
stadium with fans shut
out due to coronavirus.

The Reds sealed a
first top-flight title for
30 years last month,
but had to wait until
after a thrilling 5-3
win over Chelsea in
their final home game of the season
to lift the Premier League trophy for
the first time.

“You make the best of what you
can,” Klopp told Sky Sports. “Today
our families are allowed to be there
which is incredible. It means the
world to me. Everything would be
better with fans but for months we
knew that would be impossible. A
few months ago I thought it was
impossible that we play football.

“I couldn’t be happier to be
honest, it would be perfect if the sta-
dium would be full but we cannot
change it. What we tried to do is
make it clear to the people that we
really do it for them. It’s an absolute-
ly great moment.”

Despite pleas for fans to stay
away on the night Liverpool finally
got their hands on the trophy, sup-
porters crowded around the stadium
even prior to kick-off, while the sec-
ond half was accompanied by the

constant crackling of fireworks lit by
fans outside the ground.

On the field, Klopp’s men
ensured a memorable night was
accompanied by a positive result after
just two wins in five previous games
since they clinched the title. And the
German again promised the fans a
proper party with a parade planned
through the city once restrictions are
lifted.

“You have to prepare for a party,”
he added. “When I don’t know,
when this virus is gone then we will
have a party all together.”

The result had far bigger conse-
quences for Chelsea as they slip to
fourth and leaves Frank Lampard’s
men still needing a point at home to
Wolves at Stamford Bridge on
Sunday to secure a place in the
Champions League.

‘IN OUR HANDS’
“It’s huge, we know the situa-

tion,” said Lampard. “It’s in our
hands to get a result against a very
good Wolves team.”

Chelsea have already bolstered
their attacking options for next sea-
son with the signings of Timo
Werner and Hakim Ziyech, while
they are reportedly closing in on a
deal for the 90-million euro ($103

million, £81 million) rated Kai
Havertz of Bayer Leverkusen.

But it is at the other end
Lampard clearly has to find solu-
tions as they completed an entire
league season with just one clean
sheet away from home and have
now conceded 54 times in the
Premier League this season.

Liverpool were 3-0 up inside 43
minutes as sweet strikes from Naby
Keita, Trent Alexander-Arnold and
Georginio Wijnaldum gave Chelsea
a mountain to climb.

They nearly did so even after
Roberto Firmino scored his first
league goal at Anfield all season
restored Liverpool’s three-goal
cushion to cancel out Olivier
Giroud’s strike just before half-time
for the visitors.

Christian Pulisic was surpris-
ingly left on the bench by Lampard
from the start and he changed the
came after he was introduced
alongside Tammy Abraham and
Callum Hudson-Odoi.

The American skipped past
four challenges before squaring
for Abraham and then fired pow-
erfully into the roof of the net with
the Liverpool defence all over the
place.

But Chelsea were undone again
at the other end as a blistering
break from inside their own box
saw Liverpool surge forward and
Alex Oxlade-Chamberlain smashed
home Andy Robertson’s cross at the
back post.
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Fast bowler Jofra Archer has
returned to the 14-member

England squad alongside James
Anderson and Mark Wood for the
series-deciding third and final Test

against the West Indies starting at the
Old Trafford here on Friday.

The 25-year-old Archer was
dropped from the second Test for
breaching the Covid-19 bio-secure
protocol and slapped with a financial
penalty of an undisclosed amount.

While Archer was dropped from
the series-levelling second Test,
Anderson and Wood were rested
from the game.

Archer, Anderson and Wood
will compete with the pace trio of
Stuart Broad, Chris Woakes and
Sam Curran for places in England’s
playing XI.

It will be interesting to see
England’s pace attack for the third
Test as the trio of Broad, Curran and
Woakes has performed well in the
second Test.

Liverpool: Chelsea manager
Frank Lampard has said
Premier League champions
Liverpool should not become
too arrogant after being left
unimpressed with the behav-
iour of their bench during
Wednesday’s 5-3 defeat.

Lampard was involved in
an exchange with Liverpool’s
bench after a free kick was
awarded against Chelsea’s
Mateo Kovacic. Trent
Alexander-Arnold found the
net from the free kick to make
it 2-0.

“For me it wasn’t a foul

from Kovacic,” Lampard told
Sky Sports. “There were a lot of
things that were ongoing and
on the bench ... I’ve got no
problem with Jurgen Klopp, he’s
managed this team and it’s fan-
tastic.

“Some of the bench, it’s a
fine line between when you are
winning — and they’ve won
the league, fair play to
Liverpool Football Club — but
also don’t get too arrogant
with it.

“That was my thing, but
(it’s) done. In match play you get
emotional and that was it.” AP
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Ole Gunnar Solskjaer urged
his Manchester United

stars to seize a “fantastic
opportunity” to qualify for
the Champions League after
Mason Greenwood rescued a
1-1 draw against West Ham on
Wednesday.

Solskjaer’s side fell behind
to Michail Antonio’s penalty in
the first half at Old Trafford.

But teenage for ward
Greenwood struck after the
interval to lift United into
third place in the Premier
League.

They are ahead of fourth-

placed Chelsea on goal differ-
ence after the Blues lost 5-3
later at champions Liverpool.

United will finish in the

top four if they draw or win in
their decisive showdown with
fifth-placed Leicester on
Sunday.

They are one point ahead
of Leicester going into their last
game of the season at the King
Power Stadium.

Solskjaer’s team were well
below their best against West
Ham, but they are now unbeat-
en in 13 league matches and
will complete an impressive
surge into the Champions
League if they emerge
unscathed at Leicester.

They can also qualify for
Europe’s elite club competition
if they win the Europa League
in August.

West Ham’s point ensured
they are mathematically cer-
tain to avoid relegation.

��5� ����
� New Zealand
Cricket (NZC) will issue No
Objection Certificates
(NOCs) to all its six interna-
tionals set to compete in the
IPL but said the “due dili-
gence” on health safety proto-
cols will have to be done by the
players themselves.

The six New Zealand
players who are set to play in
the IPL are Jimmy Neesham
(Kings XI Punjab), Lockie
Ferguson (Kolkata Knight
Riders), Mitchell
McClenaghan and Trent Boult
(Mumbai Indians), Kane

Williamson (Sunrisers
Hyderabad) and Mitchell
Santner (Chennai Super
Kings).

“Regarding the IPL, NZC
will be issuing NOCs to the
relevant players and it’s up to
them to decide,” NZC
spokesperson Richard Boock
said.

While the NZC will be
updating its players about the
health safety protocols and lat-
est Covid-19 related develop-
ments, the onus will be on the
six individuals to do due dili-
gence. PTI
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Pakistan left-arm pacer Mohammad Amir on
Thursday was cleared to join the national side

in England after his second test also returned neg-
ative for coronavirus.

“The PCB will now be making arrangements
to send Amir and masseur, Mohammad Imran
to England as soon as possible so that they can
join the training camp in Derbyshire,” the
Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) said in a release.

Amir, 28, left many people disappointed
including the national team’s head coach and chief
selector, Misbah-ul-Haq when he announced his
sudden retirement from Test cricket last year.

Former players are of the opinion that if Amir
is available and fit, then he should also be con-
sidered for the Test series against England.

Amir in a recent interview had said that he
had made a mistake playing all three formats after
his comeback after a five-year ban for spot-fix-
ing. “I should have first played one or two for-
mats and checked to see how my
body is doing and whether I could
take the strain. 

I erred in playing immedi-
ately in all three formats and it
led to injury and fitness prob-
lems. “At least now I am con-
fident that I can now
carry on playing for
another four to six
years if I take care of
myself,” he had said. 

Lahore: Former Pakistan
speedster Shoaib Akhtar has
slammed the BCCI, alleging
that the Indian cricket board
played a role in the ICC post-
poning the T20 World Cup
later this year to make room
for the IPL. Akhtar also felt
that the Asia Cup could have
taken place.

“Asia Cup could have
definitely happened, it
would have been a great

chance for India and Pakistan
to play against each other.
There are many reasons
behind this. I don’t want to get
into that,” Akhtar said while
speaking to Geo Cricket on
YouTube. “T20 World Cup
could have also happened, but
I had already said earlier that
they won’t let it happen. IPL
should not be damaged, let the
World Cup go to hell,” Akhtar
said. IANS

Manchester: West Bromwich
Albion won promotion back to
the Premier League after a two-
year absence, joining Leeds
United in the top flight next sea-
son after a 2-2 home draw with
Queens Park Rangers in a dra-
matic finale to the
Championship season on
Wednesday.

The point for Slaven Bilic’s
side was enough to ensure sec-
ond place in England’s second
tier after Brentford blew their
chance by losing 2-1 at home to
lowly Barnsley.

A win for Brentford would
have sent them into the top divi-
sion for the first time since 1947.

Brentford will go into the play-
offs along with Fulham and
Cardiff City but in a huge swing
in fortunes, Nottingham Forest
missed out on goal difference
with Swansea City grabbing the
last slot in astonishing fashion.

At the bottom, Hull City
and Charlton were relegated
along with Wigan Athletic.
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Inter Milan’s goalless draw
against Fiorentina on

Wednesday left Juventus
needing just one more win to
claim a ninth consecutive
Serie A title.

Juve are six points clear of
second-placed Atalanta and can
claim their 36th Scudetto on
Thursday with a win at strug-
gling Udinese.

Antonio Conte’s Inter are
third, one point behind
Atalanta with three games to
play, despite having dominat-
ed for long periods under the
rain at the San Siro.

“Second place is  for
losers,” said Conte, who
coached Juventus to three of
their current run of eight
titles and then went on to win

the Premier League and FA
Cup with Chelsea.

“I understand that there
are those who are satisfied with
this, but for me it is meaning-
less. When you leave points, it
means that there are shortcom-
ings.”

A Romelu Lukaku header
hit the woodwork after 18 min-
utes with Alexis Sanchez also
missing a chance for the winner
just after the break.

Fiorentina goalkeeper
Pietro Terracciano pulled off a
string of saves denying Nicolo

D��4���� ���	�
�#����$
8�����	�!��	����	�������	��	H!����0�	$����
���	����	#������	$���!�	���
��	��	���	&�
 �+��� �	C��
���

Liverpool manager Jurgen Klopp
believes his side will need to

keep improving to hold off the
chasing pack next season after lift-
ing the Premier League trophy.

Chelsea have already strength-
ened ahead of next season with the
signings of a long-term Liverpool
target Timo Werner and Hakim
Ziyech.

Klopp also expects
Manchester City and Manchester
United to bolster their squads. But
the German believes there is still
improvement for his players to
make despite becoming English,
European and world champions
over the past 14 months.

“We should not stop, we have
internal challenges to improve,”
said Klopp. “We have the chance
to make another step, but we have
to because the others will not sleep.
Chelsea is such a talented team, we
had to bring everything on the
pitch tonight. Man Utd, Man City
(will contend), there are no guar-
antees for anything, but we will
try.”

Liverpool also beat Chelsea to
lift the Uefa Super Cup at the start
of the season to go with the
Premier League, Champions
League and Club World Cup and
Klopp admitted he will take time
for a special momento after an
incredible run of success.

“We are champions of
England, Europe and the world.
We won four trophies, really big
ones, so I couldn’t be more proud,”

he added. “I’m usually not a per-
son who needs pictures but I will
have a picture with all four trophies
because it doesn’t happen often, so
we should.”

Jordan Henderson had the
honour of becoming the first
Liverpool player to lift the Premier
League trophy and the Reds’ cap-
tain believes the manner of victo-
ry over a Chelsea side, who need-
ed a result to confirm their place
in the Champions League next sea-
son, bodes well for what can be
achieved next season.

“It’s been a journey and to fin-
ish it off like this is really special,”
said Henderson. “After this, next
season is going to be a big chal-
lenge for us. But I thought tonight
we showed the mentality to come
and perform again and get the
result we did.”
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Barella and Lukaku from close
range.

Inter’s place in the
Champions League next season
is assured but they could now
finish fourth, with Lazio four
points back ahead of their match
with 13th-placed Cagliari on
Thursday.

Roma, meanwhile, move
back fifth ahead of AC Milan,
who beat Sassuolo on Tuesday,
after routing already-relegated
SPAL 6-1.


