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BJP to discuss ire against SG/ST Act

National Executive to mull ways to dispel fear as party 1s wary of upper caste vote swing

DEEPAK K UPRET!I B NEW DELHI

With several of its leaders
openly expressing con-
cerns over the upper caste
anger against restoration of
the stringent provision of the
Scheduled Caste/Scheduled
Tribe (Prevention of Atrocities)
Act, the BJP is set to discuss the
issue in its National Executive
meeting beginning on Saturday.

The party is keenly moni-
toring the needle of the upper
caste compass in view of the
upcoming Assembly elections
in Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh
and Chhattisgarh, and next
year’s Lok Sabha poll.

“The Supreme Court ver-
dict was correct. There should
be safeguards,” asserted former
Union Agriculture Minister
and BJP MP from
Muzaffarnagar, Sanjeev Balyan,
denouncing the harsh clauses
in the Act. Talking to The
Pioneer, the BJP leader said the
SC/ST Act “is driving fissures
in social integration”.

On the “anger” against
reservation politics, Balyan
said the BJP manifesto speaks
of reservation on “economic
basis” and “that should be our
party line”.

The BJP MP was obvious-
ly articulating upper caste angst
over the “unfair treatment”
meted out to them in the cur-
rent system.

Earlier  party MP
Subramanian Swami,
Harshwardhan Singh

Dungarpur, Kalraj Mishra
among several other leaders
have openly slammed the

amended SC/AT Act.

The worry over caste arith-
metic close to the Lok Sabha
poll 2019 and the spiraling
implications of the SC/ST
(Prevention of Atrocities)
Amendment Bill, 2018 passed
in Parliament last month to
nullify the Supreme Court
order (which had set certain
safeguards prior to the arrest of
the accused) has rattled the
party leadership.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and BJP president Amit
Shah reportedly discussed the
implication of the scenario
and instructed party leaders
and spokespersons to be cau-
tious and not to offer a “loose
comment” on the issue.

Though not averse to take
credit for moving and having
passed the Amendment Bill,
2018, by Parliament in August,
the BJP is uncomfortable with
the response the upper caste-
sponsored Bharat Bandh got in
the Hindi heartland.

The upper castes have
alleged rampant misuse of the
law which gives police the
power to arrest the accused
without preliminary enquiry
and has no provision of antic-
ipatory bail.

The Supreme Court, in its
order on the SC/ST Act, had
laid down stringent safeguards,
including provisions for antic-
ipatory bail and a “preliminary
enquiry” before registration of
a case. The apex court had
noted that there had been
“instances of abuse” of the Act
by “vested interests” for polit-
ical or personal reasons.

However, the BJP feels that
while it may have to bear the
brunt of the upper caste anger,
it would help them
refurbish their image among
the Dalits.

“The expression of anger
and agitation by upper caste
against the restoration of strin-
gent clauses in the Act goes on
to puncture the Opposition
propaganda that we are against
the Dalits,” said a senior
BJP leader requesting
anonymity and suggesting that
by default the BJP’s image is
getting awash (without the
party asking for it).

He said the party has, for
long, been accused of playing
anti-Dalit politics by the Left

and the Congress without any
evidence on the ground.

The matter was also recent-
ly discussed at the meeting of
the BJP Chief Ministers with
the Prime Minister. Source
said the BJP leadership is ask-
ing the upper caste MPs and its
leaders to reach out to their
upper caste voters and assure
them that the Act would not be
allowed to be misused on the
ground.

The BJP Government in
UP has already scrutinised
most of the cases under the Act
and maintained that “right
compensations” would be given
wherever instances of misuse
were proved after the investi-
gation.
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New Delhi: Sinking I may
lead the Centre to cater to
another mega expenditure —
foreign debt. According an
estimate by the State Bank of
India, at the current rate, India
will have to shell out an addi-
tional Rs 68,500 crore.

The currency has lost more
than 11 per cent to the dollar
this year. The rupee fell past 72
per dollar to a record low on
Thursday, amid a deepening
emerging market contagion
and the risk of a wider current-
account deficit.

India’s short-term debt
obligations, which included
non-resident deposits as well as
overseas commercial borrow-
ings by companies, totaled
USD 217.6 billion in 2017.

Assuming 50 per cent has
either been paid in the first half
of 2018 or was rolled over to
next year, the remaining
amount to be repaid would be
7.1 trillion rupees computed
using the average exchange
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rate of 65.1 per dollar in 2017,
according to Bloomberg.

A weak currency always
hurts a country. Be it India or
any other part of the world.
Very simply, everything gets
more expensive. This includes
luxuries like holidaying over-
seas, buying imported goods
like cars and smartphones,
studying abroad. This has an
inflationary tendency and
everyday consumables can
become more expensive for
you. Vegetables, groceries, and
the proverbial ‘roti, kapda
makaan’ get costlier.

Rupee depreciation will
also have a direct impact on
home loans. This means it is a
bad time to get into one. What's
another area of concern is
imports. A weak rupee to the
dollar ratio makes imports
costlier for India. Some imports
are inevitable. One of the main
ones is oil where crude oil
prices are already on the rise.

Agencies

Two ISIS terrorists
nabbed at Red Fort

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

Two suspected terrorists, affil-
iated to the Islamic State of
Iraq and Syria (ISIS) in Jammu
& Kashmir (ISJK) organisa-
tion, were arrested from near
the Red Fort by the Special Cell
(anti-terror unit of Delhi Police).
The duo hailing from Shopian
in Kashmir Valley were identi-
fied as Parvez (24) and Jamshid
(19). They were arrested from
the Jama Masjid bus stop near
the Red Fort, said PS Kushwah,
Deputy Commissioner of Police
(DCP) Special Cell.

They were boarding a bus
to return to Jammu & Kashmir
when they were nabbed around
10.45 pm on Thursday.

Intelligence inputs provid-
ed by Central security agencies
and subsequent investigation
by Delhi Police revealed that
the duo was using Delhi as a
transit point, Kushwah said.

“They were arrested from
Jama Masjid bus stop near
Red Fort around 10.45pm on
Thursday. They had arrived in
Delhi on September 4 and
were planning to return back to
Jammu. The accused identified
as Parvaiz Rashid Lone and
Jamsheed Zahoor Paul, resi-
dents of Shopian, J&K claimed
to be procuring weapons from
UP on instructions of ISJK
chief Omar Ibn Nazir and
transporting it to Jammu,” the
DCP stated.
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MOOT POINT

@ The BJP likely to discuss the
anger against draconian
arrest provisions of the
SC/ST Act in its National
Executive today

@ Party is monitoring the mood
of upper castes in view of the
upcoming Assembly polls
and next year’s LS elections

@ BJP MP Subramanian
Swami, Harshwardhan Singh
Dungarpur, Kalraj Mishra
have openly slammed the
restoration of the provisions

@ The upper castes have
alleged rampant misuse of
the law which gives police
the power to arrest the
accused without preliminary
enquiry and has no provision
of anticipatory bail

Caﬁ’t uno Parliament

nod to arrest provisions
as it is law now: SC

PTI B NEW DELHI

he new amendments to the

SC/ST law passed by
Parliament cannot be stayed at
this stage, the Supreme Court
said Friday (rpt Friday), as it
sought the Centre’s response on
abatch of pleas challenging the
fresh provisions.

The pleas have sought dec-
laration of the new amend-
ments to the Schedule Castes
and  Schedules Tribes
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act
as ultra vires.

Parliament on August 9
had passed the bill to overturn
the apex court order
concerning certain safeguards
against arrest under the SC and
ST law.

The new amendments had

overturned the March 20 order
on rampant misuse of the
stringent SC/ST Act and held
that there shall be no immedi-
ate arrest on any complaint
filed under the law.

It had also passed a slew of
directions and said a public ser-
vant can be arrested in cases
lodged under the SC/ST Act
only after prior approval by the
competent authority.

On Friday, a Bench of
Justices AK Sikri and Ashok
Bhushan issued notice to the
Centre and sought its response
in six weeks.

Counsel for petitioner
Prathvi Raj Chauhan said the
bench should at least stay the
operation of the new provisions
till the petition is being heard
by the court.
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Pak Army chiet
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spill

blood on L.oC

Bajwa threat
contradicts
Imran Khan’s
peace call

IANS B RAWALPINDI

In sharp contrast to the rec-
onciliatory tone of Pakistan’s
Prime Minister Imran Khan
towards India, Army chief
General Qamar Jawed Bajwa
has vowed to avenge blood of
the country’s soldiers being
shed on the border.

General Bajwa’s comments
came while addressing the
Defence Day ceremony in
Rawalpindi on Thursday to
mark the 53rd anniversary of
the 1965 war with India. He
also paid respect to “brothers
and sisters in the occupied
Jammu & Kashmir whore writ-
ing the history of resistance”.

“We will avenge the blood
flowing on the border,” Geo
News quoted General Bajwa, as
saying in the presence of Prime
Minister, who had earlier said
that his Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) Government
favoured good relations with
India and wanted to see lead-
ers of the two countries sitting
across the table to resolve all
disputes, including Kashmir.

“Our armed forces and the
entire nation have learned
much during their service to
Pakistan. Fear and terrorism
were thrust upon us. Our
homes, schools, places of wor-
ship, recreational sites and
national institutions were
attacked,” General Bajwa said.

“Efforts were made to
weaken and divide us from
within. But I salute all the cit-
izens of Pakistan and the ones

SG upholds High Gourt’s

tlecision on

STAFF REPORTER M RAIPUR

In a major relief to former
Chief Minister Ajit Jogi ahead
of Assembly polls in the State,
the Supreme Court on Friday
upheld the Chhattisgarh High
Court’s decision on his caste.

Counsellor for Jogi in the
Supreme Court, Rahul Tyagi
informed The Pioneer that the
Chhattisgarh High Court had
earlier ruled that the decision of
High Power Committee about
cancellation of Jogi’s caste cer-
tificate was wrong.

It had further ordered the
State government to constitute
a new High Power Committee
on deciding about Jogi’s caste.
Statements and claims of Jogi
should also be incorporated in
it, the court had ruled, he said.

Against the High Court
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decision about constituting a
new High Power Committee
and nullifying the cancellation
of caste certificate, social
worker Sant Kumar Netam
had  approached  the
Supreme Court.

Ajit Jogis

caste
A

\/

The Supreme Court during
hearing on the case on Friday
had upheld the decision of
Chhattisgarh High Court and
had ruled that decision about
cancellation of caste certificate
of Jogi was wrong, Tyagi said.
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Sluggish

Expressing annoyance over
slow pace of works, Prime
Minister Office (PMO) has
directed chief secretaries
Haryana and Delhi to speed up
widening of 70-km long stretch
of road on National Highway -
1, from Mukarba Chowk in
Delhi to Panipat in Haryana.

The Rs 2128.72 crore pro-
ject was delayed due land
acquisition, permission for
axing of trees, and encroach-
ments.

Motorists face regular traf-
fic jams due to slow pace of
widening of the stretch. The
road would have 29 minor
bridges, 10 flyovers, five vehic-
ular under passes, five passen-
gers under passes, 11 foot over
bridges and 15 major road
junctions on the highway.

Top sources said the PMO
has directed the Haryana

Mukarba-Panipat

Government’s top officials to
acquire and handover the land
required and also complete
the tree feeling work. He also
asked the Delhi Government’s
senior officials to remove
encroachment and complete
the demarcation of land work
by September 15. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi had
reviewed the progress of the
projects on August 29 and
expressed annoyance over
delay of the project.

“The PMO has also direct-
ed the Ministry of Road,
Transport and Highways
(MoRTH) to coordinate with
the State Governments to speed
up the project. It has also
directed to resolve the issue of
tree cutting with state govern-
ments,” sources said. The high-
way would have service lanes
on both sides and it was likely
to be completed by April 2019.

“It is estimated as many as

200 trees are yet to be axed in
Haryana due to non-issuance
of permission from the
Environment Ministry. Still,
the environmental clearance for
some areas in Haryana and
Delhi sections is yet to be
received,” sources added.
According to GV Shenoy, a
traffic expert, the widening of
NH-1 will help commuter has-
sle free travelling on the stretch.
The construction work has
created problems for motorists
at several places, mainly at
crossings over the drains in
Sonepat district. At these
points, the existing facility of
six lanes has been reduced to
just to two lanes and vehicles
get stuck or move at a snail’s
pace. Another traffic problem
is being faced at a crossing
point between Kundli and Rai
as the construction of a road
overbridge is in progress.
Under this project, the old

road to gain pace with PMO nudge

four lane bridges developed on
Murthal, Ganaur and Samalkha
would be expanded. Now there
would be no diversion anywhere
on the National Highway. The
major road junctions would be
linked to main roads without
affecting the traffic.

If constructed, this would
be third highway after Eastern
Peripheral Expressway (135
km) and Western Peripheral
Expressway (135km) that help
to reduce traffic burden on the
Capital’s road. The Expressways
are also under construction. All
the traffic, which is not bound
to Delhi will use this road and
this will ease out the traffic in
Delhi. To decongest NH-1 fur-
ther, the Centre has approved
to construct another highway
from NH-1 to Patiala and
Sangrur from Delhi, which
will go via Pehowa and
Kurkshetra. It will be 90-km
stretch.

safeguarding our nation who
fought remarkably in these
difficult times and stood
against such elements,” the
Army chief added.

“We have sacrificed a lot
but our job is not done. The
war is still ongoing. We have yet
to reach the pinnacle of peace.
We have to make Pakistan
reach a level where no one can
look at us with an evil intent”

Former Indian cricketer-
turned-politician Navjot Singh
Sidhu earlier came under
severe criticism after he hugged
General Bajwa during Khan’s
oath-taking ceremony last
month.

Sidhu’s photo of him seat-
ed next to President of Pakistan
Occupied Kashmir (PoK)
Masood Khan at the ceremo-
ny had also created some rip-
ples back home.

Speaking at the same event,
Khan said that “Pakistan would
no more participate in some-
one else’s war” and insisted that
there was no civil-military
divide in the country.

He said that he was against
the war from the very begin-
ning and his Government’s
foreign policy would be in the
best interest of the nation.

“I was against this war
from the very beginning. “We
will not become part of a war
of any other country (in
future)... Our foreign policy
will be in the best interest of the
nation,” he said.

CAPSULE

INDIAN KILLED
IN US SHOOTING

New York: A 25-year-old Indian
financial consultant, belonging to
Guntur in Andhra Pradesh, was
among three people killed when
a gunman opened fire in a bank
building in the US city of
Cincinnati before police shot him
dead on Thursday.

20 KIDS RESCUED FROM
ORPHANAGE IN J&K
Jammu: Twenty children,
including 8 girls and 12 boys,
aged between 4 and 15 years
were rescued by the Kathua
district and police authorities
from inside an illegal orphanage
managed by Father Anthony
from Kerala late on Friday. The
raid was conducted after
complaints of sexual harassment
of minor girls on the premises
located in a thickly populated
lane of ward no 14 in Kathua.

EC TO REVIEW POLL
PREPAREDNESS IN T
New Delhi: Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) OP Rawat
on Friday said an EC team will be
in Hyderabad next week to
assess the poll preparedness in
Telangana, where the Assembly
has been dissolved for an early
election, and described
suggestions that the polls in the
state will be clubbed with those
in Mizoram, Madhya Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh and Rajasthan as
“hypothetical at this stage”.

GUJARAT: HARDIK PATEL
SHIFTED TO HOSPITAL
Ahmedabad: Patidar leader
Hardik Patel was on Friday
shifted to a hospital after his
health deteriorated on the 14th
day of his indefinite fast here, a
Patidar Ananmat Andolan Samiti
(PAAS) functionary said.

ANOTHER BRIDGE CAVES
IN, ONE HURT IN SILIGURI
Siliguri: An old bridge collapsed
near Siliguri in north Bengal on
Friday, leaving a truck driver
injured, a State Minister said.
This is the second bridge
collapse in Bengal in three days.
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Cong calls for Bharat Bandh

DMK, Left, others NESSSY="577 g~

extend support to
Sept 11 protest

PNS B NEW DELHI

Almost six years after a
Bharat Bandh call given by
the BJP protesting the fuel
price hike in the regime of
Manmohan Singh, the
Congress too has announced a
massive protest across the
country against the incumbent
Government as petrol is priced
exorbitantly at T80 per litre
against the UPA’s ¥69 per litre.

The DMK has announced
to extend its support to the
nationwide shutdown on
September 10 and has com-
mitted for an active part in
making it a success.

The Congress said most of
the Opposition parties have
given their consent to support
and its leaders have talked to
the Left parties, the Samajwadi
Party, the NCP, RJD and oth-
ers, who have extended their
support to the Congress on the
issue. On Trinamool Congress,
the party said it has agreed to
support but won't give a call for

¥

bandh as they are in
Government. Senior party
leaders recalled how BJP had
protested and called for Bharat
Bandh on May 31, 2012.

Congress spokesperson
RPN Singh said all political
parties will take to the streets
to protest against the rising
prices of petrol and diesel that
are hitting the common man
hard and questioned the Prime
Minister’s silence on the issue.
He said the September 10
‘Bharat Bandl’ protest is “not
of the Congress but of the
common man”.

Congress hit out at Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, ask-
ing whether petrol prices
would hit the century mark
under his Government and if
the rupee was in hospital. “The

Prime Minister during the
UPAS tenure had said the rupee
is in hospital. The rupee has
touched an all-time low against
the US dollar, where is the
Prime Minister now? He is nei-
ther tweeting nor giving any
speech. Never has the rupee
touched such low levels in the
history of the country. The
country wants to ask him why
is he silent? Is the rupee in hos-
pital today?” he asked.

Singh alleged that this
Government has failed on all
fronts, including “economy,
employment, welfare of the
youth, farmers and every sec-
tion of society”.

He said petrol has touched
the ¥80 mark in Delhi and has
breached the ¥90 mark at
places like Bhiwandi and asked

if it will “cross the century mark
under this Government”. Singh
said the Government has
earned ¥11 lakh crore through
taxes on petrol and diesel. The
common man, who has paid
the taxes, should take to the
streets to protest. He said the
Congress will organise State-
level press conferences in over
90 cities to highlight the fuel
price rise and urged people to
make the bandh a success by
participating in it.

BJP and NDA partners
had called for nationwide
bandh to demand a rollback of
the then steepest-ever petrol
price hike and termed the UPA
government as an “anti-people”
and a “savage attack” on the
people. TMC and DMK, then
partners in UPA had demand-
ed a rollback of fuel price hike.

Congress also reminded
the Manmohan Singh
Government’s argument that
the hike was effected by petro-
leum companies as the pricing
of petrol stands deregulated.
Also demanding a roll back, the
then Shiv Sena supremo late
Bal Thackeray had said a
Bharat bandh is “acceptable” to
the party. Anti-corruption cru-
sader Anna Hazare too had
joined the battle.

nation 02

Bengal Govt slightly friendly to Rohingyas: BSF DG

PNS B NEW DELHI

BSF Director General KK
Sharma on Friday said the
West Bengal Government is
“slightly friendly” to the
Rohingyas moving from dif-
ferent parts of the country to
the State and has set up camps
for 70 families.

“...there has not been any
large-scale influx of Rohingyas
into India (from Bangladesh).
Whatever Rohingyas are
already there in the country; are
also under pressure at some
places; so they are going to
West Bengal, a State which is
slightly friendly with them,
Sharma said in a joint Press
conference  with  his
Bangladeshi counterpart Maj
Gen Md Shafeenul Islam, Chief
of Border Guards Bangladesh.

“They (West Bengal
Government) have set up
camps for Rohingyas coming
from within the country and
not from Bangladesh. We got it
(Rohingyas presence in West
Bengal) inquired and there
were about 70 odd families who
had come from various places
within India,” Sharma further
said.

The Intelligence Bureau in
a report to the Union Home
Ministry has said that the 70
families have been settled in
North 24 Parganas district with

the help of NGOs besides sup-
port from the local MLA and
MP, Intelligence sources said.

The BSF had conducted an
enquiry in conjunction with
the IB to ascertain the presence
of the Rohingyas in West
Bengal.

Denying any large-scale
influx of Rohingyas fleeing
from Myanmar to Bangladesh
into India, the BSF DG said,
“We are alive to the situation.
We are aware that a large num-
ber of Rohingyas are assembled
there in Bangladesh and from
time-to-time some small
groups did try to enter India,
but I'am very happy to say that
we did not let them succeed”

“So, I am very happy to say
the BSF has successfully con-
tained the influx of Rohigyas
and we have not allowed any
intrusion so far. This has also
been verified by our sister
security agencies,” the BSF DG
asserted.

Replying to questions on
movement of Rohingyas along

the Indo-Bangla
frontier, BGB Chief
Maj Gen Md said his
Force is “very much
alert” to prevent
unauthorised move-
ment of Rohingyas in
their country and
towards the border
areas.

“There are a large number
of Rohingyas along the
Bangladesh-Myanmar border
and all the security agencies
including BGB are keeping
them confined to the area allo-
cated to them. But yet, in very
few cases, they are slipping out
of the camps and we are find-
ing them in some other parts
of Bangladesh. Our security
forces are very much alert and
as we detect them, we get them
back to our camps again. We
are very keen on keeping them
in the designated camps,” the
BGB DG said.

The joint Press conference
by BSF and BGB chiefs was
held after conclusion of the
biannual talks between the two
border guarding forces. The
Bangla delegation was on a six-
day visit to India for the talks.

The Centre views the pres-
ence of Rohingyas as a securi-
ty threat and considers them as
illegal immigrants and not as
refugees. The Centre is in
favour of deporting them but

the Supreme Court has stayed
the move following petitions
against the move.

There are about 40,000
refugees settled in different
parts of the country including
Jammu & Kashmir. The
Rohingyas have been involved
in terror cases including the
Bodh Gaya blasts.

INSET

The first smart fence pilot
project (Comprehensive
Integrated Border Management
System) that envisages deploy-
ment of laser fences and tech-
nology-enabled barriers to plug
vulnerable gaps along Indias
borders is set to be formally
launched by Union Home
Minister Rajnath Singh later
this week, the BSF DG said,
adding the gadgets will be
deployed along 2,400-km fron-
tier with Pakistan and
Bangladesh in the future. “The
first pilot project of the CBIM
system or smart fence is already
in place and working in
Jammu. The home minister
will formally launch it on
September 17... But this is a
tentative date. On the eastern
side in Dhubri, across the
Brahmuptra, we have installed
technical solutions on a stretch
of 55-60 kilometers because
there is no possibility of erect-
ing a (physical) fence there;” the
BSF chief added.

PNS B NEW DELHI

Setting aside all rumour mills
doubting Congress chief
Rahul Gandhi’s Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra, his party on
Friday posted images of his visit
and also shared his fitness data
with other details of the Gandhi
scion’s trek to the abode of Lord
Shiva.

“Leaving all the haters
behind, Congress president
Rahul Gandhi sets the pace
during his Kailash Yatra. Can
you keep up?) the Congress
said on its official Twitter han-
dle. The party also posted a pic-
ture of a smiling Rahul posing
in front of the Mount Kailash,
considered the abode of Lord
Shiva, on Twitter along with
details of his trekking details
compiled by popular fitness
mobile app fitbit.

The fitbit data showed
Rahul having travelled 46,433
steps, 203 floors, 34.31 kms
over 463 minutes, while burn-
ing 4,466 calories. He left the
national Capital on August 31

and expected to be back from
his Yatra by end of this week.

The Congress chief also
tweeted a video of the hills on
his official Twitter handle and
said, “Shiva is the Universe”.
On Thursday as well, he had
posted a picture of Mount
Kailash, saying, “It is so hum-
bling to be walking in the
shadow of this giant”

He had earlier put out pic-
tures of the “tranquil and calm”
waters of the lake and said there
“is no hatred here”. “The waters
of lake Mansarovar are so gen-

Rahul posts Kailash Mansarovar
nictures, says no hatred here

tle, tranquil and calm. They
give everything and lose noth-
ing. Anyone can drink from
them. There is no hatred here.
This is why we worship these
waters in India,” he had said on
Twitter. The 48-year-old leader
is undertaking the Kailash
Mansarovar Yatra in accor-
dance with a wish he expressed
in April when his plane
plunged hundreds of feet dur-
ing the campaign for the
Karnataka polls.

On April 26, the plane
carrying the Congress chief and
some others from Delhi to
Hubballi airport in Karnataka
developed a technical problem
and tilted heavily on the left
side. The plane dipped steeply
with violent shuddering, but
soon recovered and landed
safely. Three days later he
announced during a rally that
he wanted to undertake the
arduous annual pilgrimage to
Mount Kailash, which is con-
sidered the abode of Lord
Shiva in Hindu mythology and
is in the Tibetan Himalayas.

BJP accuses Sidhu

of insulting India

PNS B NEW DELHI

by praising Imran

PNS B NEW DELHI

Hitting out at the Congress for
“criticising” country’s Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
praising Pakistan’s Premier Imran
Khan, the BJP on Friday accused
Punjab Tourism Minister Navjot
Singh Sidhu of insulting India and
sought an explanation from the
Opposition party for the state-
ments made by its leader.

“Navjot Sidhu and Congress
should give a clarification whether
this is also the line of the party oth-
erwise we will consider it a state-
ment by Congress president Rahul
Gandhi. This has become Congress’
nature now-to insult India and its
Prime Minister and praise Pakistan
and its leaders,” said BJP spokesman
Syed Shahnawaz Hussain.

“Navjot Sidhu is a Congress
leader and his statement thanking
Pakistan is an indication of what
the Congress feels about Pakistan.
On one side General Qamar Javed
Bajwa has spewed venom against

India, saying his military was
ready to avenge bloodshed of its
men on the border with ‘khoon ka
badla khoon’ and in India a
Congress leader is thanking
Pakistan,” Hussain said.

Sidhu on Friday said he had
“no words to thank” Pakistan’s new
Prime Minister for opening the
corridor of Kartarpur Sahib on
Guru NanaK’s birth anniversary in
November. “They (Pakistan) are
ready to open the corridor of
Kartarpur Sahib on the 550 birth
anniversary of Guru Nanak Ji.
There can be no bigger happiness
than this for the people of Punjab;”
Sidhu was quoted as saying. He
also asked Central Government to
reciprocate Khans gesture.

BJP spokesman pointed to
Bajwa’s speech at Pakistan’s 53rd
Defence Day on Thursday to crit-
icise Sidhu who was profuse in his
praise for Pakistan premier. “We
will avenge the blood flowing on
the border;” reports from Pakistan
quoted Bajwa as saying.

India and France signed an
implementation agree-
ment on ‘Mobilise Your City
(MYC) programme in which
three pilot cities will be pro-
vided support to reduce their
Greenhouse Gas (GHG)
emissions in urban trans-
port. Under the programme,
three Indian cities —
Nagpur, Kochi and
Ahmedabad — will get grant
to the tune of 3.5 million
Euros as part of the EU’s
commitment under the Paris
Climate agreement to
achieve a “sustainable trans-
port policy”. These cities are
the part of the 100 cities
selected under the smart
city mission in the country.

The MYC agreement
was signed by Mukund
Kumar Sinha, OSD and ex-
officio Joint Secretary in the
Urban Affairs Ministry and
the Regional Director of
Agence Frangaise de
Développement (AfD),
Nicolas Fornage. It was

signed in the presence of

Minister of State (I/C),
Ministry of Housing &
Urban Affairs Hardeep Singh
Puri and Alexander Ziegler,
Ambassador of France in
India. MYC aims to extend
help to 100 cities globally to
reduce Green House Gas
(GHG) emissions by pro-
moting sustainable urban
transport and to promote
sustainability in urban
spaces.

“More funds would be
provided to India as loan to
take forward the smart city
and sustainable transport
initiatives in the three cities
on pilot basis,” said officials
of HUA ministry. According
to the ministry, based on a
proposal made by AFD in
2015, the EU has agreed to
provide 3.5 million euros
through the AFD to con-
tribute to specific invest-
ments and technical assis-
tance components within the
MYC in India.

“The pilot cities selected
as well as the MoHUA will

India, France sign pact to reduce
greenhouse gas emission

benefit from the technical
assistance activities The pro-
gramme includes learning
and exchange formats with
other cities across India for
exchanges on best practices.
The details of the project
activities will be worked out
by AFD in consultation with
MoHUA and the three part-
ner cities including institu-
tions such as the respective
special purpose vehicles
(SPVs) for smart cities, the
municipal corporations and
any transport authority or
transport related SPV;” the
Ministry officials said.
According to the MoU,
the MYC is an initiative
combining urban mobility
objectives and climate con-
siderations. It aims at pro-
viding solutions in a fully
integrated manner, analysing
different modes of trans-
portation within the urban
fabric, with the objective of
providing people long-term,
sustainable, adequate, reliable
and cost-efficient trans-
portation opportunities.

India, US Armies to
conduct 12-day Yudh
Abhyas in U’khand

PNS B NEW DELHI

ignifying the growing

defence ties between India
and US, the armies of two
countries will hold a joint exer-
cise ‘Yudh Abhyas’ in
Chaubatia, Uttrakhand for 12
days starting from September
16. The exercise takes place
days after the maiden 2+2 dia-
logue here on Thursday
between the external and
Defence Ministers of two
nations covering the entire
range of strategic issues besides
cross-border terrorism,
enhancing defence trade and
sharing of cutting edge tech-
nology.

The joint army exercise
held every year alternately in
India and US will see this year
more than 350 troops from
each side practicing various
drill including urban terrorism
besides familiarizing them-
selves with weapons and tech-
nology of each other’s armies,
officials said here on Friday.
The Indian team will be repre-
sented by a unit of 15 Garwhal
Rifles. The last episode was
held in Joint Base, Lewis-
McChord, US.

Meanwhile, during the 2+2
dialogue it was decided to
hold the first ever tri-service
exercise off the East Coast of
India next year where the
army, navy and air force of two
countries will conduct
manouevers focusing on pro-
viding rescue and relief during
natural calamities. “We have
decided for the first time to
carry out a tri services exercise
on the Eastern Coast with US
in 2019, Defence Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman had
announced at the joint press
conference with her US coun-

terpart James Mattis after the
2+2dialogue.

Incidentally, India and
Russia also held the first ever
tri-service joint drill this year.
Earlier, the three Services used
to have separate exercises of
their respective units.

The two defence ministers
of India and US also
announced their readiness to
begin negotiations on an
Industrial Security Annex
(ISA) that would support clos-
er defense industry cooperation
and collaboration.

India and the US have
signed the General Security of
Military Information
Agreement (GSOMIA) years
ago and allows sharing of clas-
sified information from US
Government and American
companies with Indian
Government and Defence
Public Sector Undertakings
(DPSU) but not with Indian
private companies. The ISA is
required to enable this and par-
ticularly important as India
opens up defence manufactur-
ing to the private sector in a big
way.

To further defence inno-
vation, a Memorandum of
Intent was signed between
the U.S. Defense Innovation
Unit (DIU) and the Indian
Defence Innovation
Organisation — Innovation
for Defence Excellence (DIO-
iDEX) which will look into
joint projects for co-produc-
tion and co-development pro-
jects through the Defense
Technology and Trade
Initiative (DTTI). US has
emerged as one of the biggest
weapon suppliers to India
having sold systems worth
over ten billion dollars in the
last couple of years.
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EXISTENCE STUDY OF SARASWATI RIVER

Protect sites from urbanisation, encroachment: Panel

ARCHANA JYOTI m NEW DELHI

Asub—committee of the
Government-appointed
panel for a multidisciplinary
study of the Saraswati river has
called for protection of the sites
in Punjab, Rajasthan and
Haryana — where it has found
scientific evidences about exis-
tence of the ancient river —

from wurbanisation and
encroachments.
Officials of the

Archeological Survey of India
(ASI), members of the sub-
committee on Saraswati for
research and showcasing
expressed their concern stating
that the excavation sites need to
be protected for further stud-
ies.

At the meeting, former
senior  official  from

b

M 4
Geographical Survey of India
(GSI), Dr GS Bhardwaj was
said to have made a presenta-
tion before the committee on
the satellite mapping of the
river-like image which could be
the Saraswati river.

Sources said that the mem-
bers at the meeting also delib-
erated about the possible steps
that will be needed in near
future to trace the river, which
as per the legend flowed in
areas between rivers Indus and
Ganges; originated in
Himalayas and descended to

the Rann of Kuchchh after
passing through, Sindh and
Bahawalpur Provinces of
Pakistan.

According to a section of
historians, on the bank of
Sarasvati river existed an
ancient civilisation of the world
known as  Harappan
Civilisation. They said that the
Yamuna, Sutlej and Ghagghar
were all once part of the
Saraswati, the shrinking of
which is linked to the decline
of the Harrapan civilisation.

The ASI has excavated var-
ious places like Mugalwali, a
village near Adi Badri,
Yamunanagar, Haryana,
Bhagwanpura, Kalibangan in
Rajasthan and Vilaspur so far.
According to a Government
panel report, evidence from
palacochannels — remnants of

defunct rivers — suggested
that the Sarsuti-Markanda
rivulets in Haryana were the
water courses of the “eastern
branch of a Himalayan river”
and the Ghaggar-Patiali chan-
nels were the western branch-
es.
Dr BR Mani, DG of the
National Museum, AR
Chaudhar, geologist at
Kurushetra University from
the Centre of Excellence for
Research on Sarswati, Prashant
Bhardwaj are among the mem-
bers of the sub-committee.
The sub-panel is the part of
the advisory committee that
was set up by the Union
Culture Ministry to draw up a
comprehensive programme for
the study of the Saraswati basin
and identify 16 sites for
research and development.

Govt procures 38 mn
tonnes rice so far in
2017-18, exceeds target

PNS B NEW DELHI

The Centre’s rice procure-
ment has surpassed the tar-
get at 38 million tonnes so far
in the ongoing 2017-18 mar-
keting year that will end this
month. The rice procurement
target set for this year was 37.5
million tonnes.

According to Food
Ministry, the Government had
procured 34.35 million tonnes
during the last marketing year
(October-September), surpass-
ing the target of 33 million
tonnes set for that year.

“Rice procurement is com-
ing to closure this month. So far,
we have procured 38 million
tonnes. We have purchased
more than the target set for this
year,” the official said

Much of the rice was pur-
chased from States like Punjab,
Chattisgarh, Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana, Odisha, Andhra
Pradesh and West Bengal. Over
33 percent of the country’s
total rice production has been
procured at the MSP.

The paddy is procured at
the minimum support price
(MSP). State-run Food
Corporation of India (FCI)

Over 33 per cent
of the country’s
total rice
production has
been procured at
the MSP

and State agencies have under-
taken procurement operation.
For the current year, the
Government has fixed paddy
MSP of ‘common’ grade variety
at ¥1,550 per quintal, while that
of A grade variety at 31,590 per
quintal. According to
Agriculture Ministry data, the
total area planted during the
current kharif season crossed
the 100-million-hectare mark
this week. And for the first time
this year, rice planting overtook
the area sown in the previous
season. The total area under
cultivation, however, is still
marginally lower at 1,023 (lakh
hectare) as compared to 1,027
lakh hectare covered during the
corresponding week last year.
Rice planting, on the other
hand, was completed on 370
lakh hectare as against 368
lakh hectare covered in same
period in the previous year.
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Gadkari to lay foundation stone of NH projects worth 34,239 cr on Sept 10

STAFF REPORTER M RAIPUR

The Union Minister for Road
Transport & Highways,
Shipping, Water Resources,
River Development and Ganga
Rejuvenation Nitin Gadkari
will lay the foundation stone
and dedicate to the nation var-
ious National Highways pro-
jects worth 34,239 crore in
Chhattisgarh on Monday
(September 10, 2018) at
Dussehra Maidan, Charoda in
Durg District .

Chief Minister Raman
Singh will preside over the

function.

The Union Minister will
lay the foundation stone of 92
kilometre Raipur - Dur
Bypass on NH 53 which will
cost ¥ 2281 crore, while four
flyovers on this section will be
built at the cost of Rs 349 crore.

Gadkari will dedicate to the
nation 150 kilometre long
Aarang - Saraipali Road on
NH 53 which has been built at
the cost of I 1472 crore and
widening of 27 kilometre
Raipur - Durg Road on NH 53
at a cost of ¥ 48 crore.

Notably, roads and high-

ways measuring a total of 950
kms would be developed under
Bharatmala project in
Chbhattisgarh.

The Central Government
has already declared 290.08
kms of roads in Chhattisgarh as
new National Highways during
2017-18, officials informed.

The Union Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways
is primarily responsible for
development and maintenance
of National Highways (NHs)
and considers declaration of
State Roads as new National
Highways from time to time

depending upon requirement
of connectivity, inter-se prior-
ity and availability of funds.

The Ministry has declared
about 30,268 km of new
National Highways (NHs)

The Centre has already declared
290.08 kms of roads in
Chhattisgarh as new National
Highways during 2017-18

including 53 km of NHs (717A
& 316A)in West Bengal since
May 2014, they informed.

On the other hand, notably,
the National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI)
had already announced plans
of broadening NH - 26 to
augment connectivity between
Raipur and Vishakhapatnam
last year.

The total density of

National Highways (NHs) in
Chhattisgarh is at 23.4 kms per
1000 square kms out of the
total length of 3,168 kms in the
State, the Central government
has informed.

The declaration of State
Roads as new NHs are done
from time to time keeping in
view the requirements of con-
nectivity and availability of
funds, it informed.

About 47,890 km length of
State Roads have been
approved “In-Principle” for
their declaration as new NHs in
the country subject to outcome

of their Detailed Project
Reports (DPRs).

It may be recalled that
Chhattisgarh had been already
inviting private investors to
set up manufacturing clusters
for taking advantage of five sea
ports within its 600 km reach
from the State.

With five ports Paradip
and Dhamra in Odisha,
Visakhapatnam, Kakinada and
Machillipatnam in Andhra
Pradesh, the opportunity of set-
ting up of manufacturing clus-
ters in Chhattisgarh is
immense, officials informed.

(’garh Govt to roll out ‘e-District 2.0° application soon

STAFF REPORTER M RAIPUR

Chhattisgarh Government is
preparing to take the next
big leap in e-Governance
through its proposed launch of
‘e-District 2.0" application which
aims at electronic delivery of all
public services at district and
sub district levels, progressive-
ly while maintaining the conti-
nuity of existing e-District
application, officials informed.
Like e-District, ‘e-District
2.0’ aims at electronic delivery
of all public services at district
/ sub district level, progressively.
Currently, a total of 126
services are available from e-
District Portal. Later on, new
services could be added
depending on the requirements
and the felt needs, they stated.
The Application for ‘e-
District 2.0’ will be the most
critical component.
The ‘e-District 2.0° would

&'_

integrate with the Central
Government and Chhattisgarh
Government’s ‘e-Governance’
Application. The ‘e-District
2.0’ would also integrate with
Jansamvad for addressing
grievances / concerns of citi-
zens besides integrating with
Digi-Locker and for integration
of already issued certificates

The existing e-District
application would be enhanced
for state wide rollout of ‘e-
District 2.0 project.

The Integrated Service
Delivery Framework released
by DeitY would be leveraged
for developing the application
architecture for the State.

The Central Government
has approved the National e-
Governance Plan (NeGP) in
pursuance of its policy of intro-
ducing e-Governance on a
massive scale.

The NeGP vision aims to
“Make all Government Services

access1ble to the citizens in his
or her locality, through com-
mon service delivery outlets and
ensure efficiency, transparency
and reliability of such services
at affordable costs to realize the
basic needs of the citizens”.

To realize this vision, 27
Central, State and Integrated
Mission Mode Project (MMPs)
along with 8 support compo-
nents have been identified and
approved, to enable and facil-
itate rapid introduction of e-
Governance in the country,
with focus on electronic service
delivery.

The ‘e-District is one of the
MMPs identified under NeGP,
which is aimed at strengthen-
ing the District administration
to provide Government ser-
vices, in a cohesive manner
leveraging ICT, to the citizens.

The project aims to target
certain high volume services and
undertake ‘Back end computer-

subscriptions and licences.

The objective of Chhattisgarh e-District
Project 2.0 will cover following aspects:

M To ensure the continuity of Chhattisgarh e-District Portal which
includes renewal of IT support and other software and hardware

B Enhancement of existing Portal

M To enhance the portfolio of citizen centric services.

M To ensure optimum usage of existing core ICT infrastructure.

applications

M To promote rapid replication and integration of various e-governance

M To expand the IT infrastructure as well as geographical expansion of
Common Service Gentres/Lok Sewa Kendra to ensure the
government services accessible to the citizens in his/her locality

M Exploring and facilitating Departments to provide end-to-end
integrated service delivery, which is cross-cutting across Depts

B Implementing the best practices and standards to facilitate
integration of services and enhance interoperability of services for
seamless, single-window delivery of services.

Act-2011

M Effective enactment of ‘Chhattisgarh Lok Sewa Guarantee Act-2011
which includes online facility for making appeal in case of breach of
Service Levels defined in Chhattisgarh Lok Sewa Guarantee

M Enabling Digital Payments at Citizen Counters.

M Customization and enhancement of MIS Dashboard including Bl tool

M Review and fine tuning of existing IT infrastructure and Storage
optimization by implementing the best practices.

M Enhanced Helpdesk and SLA Monitoring.

ization’ to e-enable the delivery
of these services through
Common Service Centres
(CSCs)/Lok Sewa Kendra
(LSKs), in a sustainable manner.

The Chhattisgarh e-
District project is an important
enhancement of the State’s e-
Governance implementation
programme, in which majori-
ty of the G2C services are
delivered by the district admin-

istration leveraging
Information, Communication
and Technology. The
Government of Chhattisgarh
believes that the automation of
workflow and internal process-
es of different departments
would considerably reduce the
troubles of the citizens in their
interface with the government
machinery in their day to day
life, officials stated.

Idols of Lord Ganesha are being readied for upcoming Ganesh Chaturthi festival in Raipur

Santosh Sahu | Pioneer

CM's Chopper

landing aborted at
Amlipadar; public
meeting cancelled

STAFF REPORTER W
GARIABAND

Due to inclement weather,
the Chopper carrying
Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Raman Singh failed to land at
village Amlipadar in Gariaband
district and returned to state
capital on Friday.

The public meeting of the
Chief Minister was immedi-
ately cancelled at the venue.
Doubtful weather condition
was already prevailing at
Amlipadar and when the
Chopper of Chief Minister
reached there, the pilot decid-
ed not to land and decided to
return to Raipur.

Meanwhile official sources
further informed that the rest
of the day’s programme of the
Chief Minister remained as
scheduled and later, the Chief
Minister proceeded to
Bagbahra region of
Mahasamund district where
another public meeting was to
be held.

Congress Election
Committee
meeting held

STAFF REPORTER W RAIPUR

Acruc1al Election
Committee meeting of
Chhattisgarh Pradesh Congress
Committee (CGPCC) was held
here at State Congress Office
Rajiv Bhawan on Friday.

Senior leaders of the party
deliberated in the meeting in
detail about the list of ticket
aspirants for the upcoming
Assembly polls.

The meeting agreed on
preparing a single name panel
on several seats to be sent to the
party’s Central Election
Committee (CEC).

The meeting was later fol-
lowed by one-to-one talk by the
Screening Committee Chief
Bhubaneswar Kalita with
senior leaders of the party.

Veteran Congress leader of
the State and AICC General
Secretary (Administration),
Motilal Vora was especially

Senior leaders of the party
deliberated in the meeting
in detail about the list of
ticket aspirants for the
upcoming Assembly polls

present in the Election
Committee meeting along with
AICC In-charge of
Chhattisgarh, P.L. Punia,
CGPCC Chief Bhupesh Baghel,
Leader of Opposition T.S.
Singhdeo, President Election
Campaign Committee,
Charandas Mahant, Members
of Parliament, Tamradhwaj
Sahu, Chhaya Verma and other
senior office bearers CGPCC.
The meeting was presided over
by CGPCC Chief Bhupesh
Baghel, sources informed.

Party sources further
informed that the CEC will
finalize the first list by mid
month while a complete list
would be released by the
month end.

Show cause notice
to 114 Gowt staff
for not attending
poll training

STAFF REPORTER M BEMETARA

Bemetara District Collector
and Electoral Officer
Mahadev Kavre has issued
show cause notice to 114
Government employees out of
3,754 in the district for not
attending election training in
four development blocks ,

A total of 27 employees were absent
in development blocks Bemetara, 35
in Berla, 30 in Saja and 22 in
Navagarh during training

according to an official press
release issued on Friday.

Notably, a total of 27
employees were absent in
development blocks Bemetara,
35 in Berla, 30 in Saja and 22
in Navagarh during training.

The Collector found this
while inspecting training in the
development blocks.

The employees who
attended were also being
trained on usage of VVPAT
machines.

NMDC may roll out first HR
coils from Nagarnar by Mar 19

STAFF REPORTER M RAIPUR

NMDC Ltd will put all its
efforts to roll out the first
HR coils from its upcoming 3
MTPA Nagarnar Steel Plant in
Bastar by March 2019, officials
informed.

The progress of construc-
tion activities of steel plant in
the year 2017-18 is noticeable
in various fronts, they
informed.

At present, progress of civil
work, structural and equipment
erection are at an advanced
stage and progressing in full
swing.

The steel plant project is
getting ready for its commis-
sioning of various units pro-
gressively, for which opera-
tional power supply system is
already energized during first
week of March 2018, they
informed.

In order to facilitate the
commissioning activities of
steel plant, procurement action
for initial requirement of var-
ious raw materials, spares, con-
sumables, etc., are also under
process.

NMDC already is in the
process of implementing an
ambitious project of laying
Slurry Pipeline from Bailadila
to Jagdalpur and further upto
Visakhapatnam, officials
informed.

The capacity of the pipeline
is 15 MTPA and this will be
associated with facilities like
Beneficiation Plant at Kirandul

and Bacheli, Pellet Plant at
Nagarnar and Vizag.

The Slurry Pipeline
between Bacheli to Nagarnar is
being executed by NMDC and
from Nagarnar to Vizag is
envisaged to be executed in
SPV mode. The works for
Bailadila to Jagdalpur segment
(140 Km) has been taken up.
This project is challenging in
terms of obtaining various
clearances and permissions
from statutory bodies and com-
plexity of the route, officials
informed.

The company is executing
the project in two phases. The

first phase is being executed
from Bacheli to Nagarnar in
Bastar region of Chhattisgarh
at an estimated outlay of Rs
4,000 crore; and the second
phase will be executed from
Nagarnar to Vizag in Andhra
Pradesh at an outlay of Rs 6,000
crore, officials informed.

Notably, to transport pellet
feed concentrate from Bailadila
to Vizag via Jagdalpur, the
company will have the pipeline
laid along the highways with a
provision of partial off-take to
feed its proposed 3 MTPA
Steel plant coming up at
Nagarnar.

No large sca

STAFF REPORTER M RAIPUR

Large scale encroachment
and mining activities have
not been reported in forest
area in recent past in
Chhattisgarh, the Central
Government has informed.
The cutting of forest has
not been reported by the
members of Forest Protection
Committee, it informed.
Notably, as per the infor-
mation received from the
Chhattisgarh Forest
Department, total notified for-
est area in the Chhattisgarh is
59772.40 sq. km. The mea-
sures taken to develop,
upgrade and conserve forest

area include assisted natural
regeneration and plantation in
the degraded forest areas.

The State Government in
November last year had facil-
itated online facility to seek
permission for tree cutting
for projects purposes from
the Revenue and Disaster
Management Department,
officials informed.

The funds released by the
Centre for the afforestation
programme amounts to I
17.39 crores during 2017-18
financial year, officials
informed.

The Central Government
had also approved 20,716
hectares of land for afforesta-

tion drive in Chhattisgarh
during the financial year

2016-17 under ‘Green India
Mission.

the

During 2016-17,
Centre had approved the same

6 m|n|ng act|V|t|e In forest areas reported Centre

quantum of land ( 20,716
hectares) for afforestation with
fund allocation of ¥ 23.39
crores.

The students, officials and
employees of various univer-
sities and colleges were asked
to plant one lakh saplings in
2017-18 as a part of the
'‘Hariyar Chhattisgarh
Mission', officials informed.

A circular in this regard
was issued to all the Vice-
Chancellors of universities and
Principals of various colleges.

A minimum of 500
saplings were to be planted in
each educational institution
under  the 'Hariyar
Chhattisgarh Mission'.

JCC (J) decides to field
Shakuntala Sahu from

Patan Assembl

STAFF REPORTER M RAIPUR

anata Congress Chhattisgarh
(JCC) (J) has decided to field
hakuntala Sahu from Patan
Assembly seat against
Chhattisgarh Pradesh Congress
Committee President Bhupesh
Baghel for the upcoming
Assembly polls in the State.

A decision regarding the
same was taken by party’s Core
Committee meeting held here
on Friday, party sources
informed.

Apart from declaring

Shakuntala Sahu as the candi-
date from Patan, the party had
dissolved all the working com-
mittees of the Assembly seg-
ment, sources said.
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Anti-fuel price hike demo: BJD leader attacked

Rivals open fire at him; supporters block BBSR-Puri road in protest

PNS B BHUBANESWAR

Tens1on prevailed at
Lingipur under the Dhauli
police station here on Friday
after supporters of a BJD mem-
ber, Rabi Patra, staged a road
blockade protesting attack on
their leader.

The incident took place
during a demonstration by
BJD members in the area as
part of the BJD’s State-wide stir
against the rising fuel prices on
the day.

Patra alleged that during
the protest, members of a rival
group called him to a corner
and suddenly opened a couple
of rounds of fire at him.
However, he managed to
escape unhurt.

Patra told the police that he
was targeted over past enmity.

Following the incident,
Patra’s supporters blocked the
Bhubaneswar-Puri road
demanding immediate arrest of
the accused. The blockade led
to disruption of vehicular traf-

fic for some time.

Getting information, the
zone ACP and the Dhauli and
the Lingaraj police stations IICs

"

rushed to the spot and pacified
the crowd, following which the
road blockade was withdrawn.
Police said some empty car-

tridges were recovered from the
spot and the situation was under
control. An investigation was on
into the incident.

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, BRIDGE CIRCLE RAIPR (C.G)

Tender Notice (1st Call)
Contractors, Registered appropriate class in Unified
Registration System [ e-Registration | inviled Online
tenders for the following works :-

NIT No./ Name of Work Probable | last date of
System amount of'|  tender
Tender contract | Download

No.
1 2 3 4

16/43101 |Construction of 2 Row | Rs. 37.44 up to

1000 mm Dia H.P.C. On l.acs 20.09.2018
Approach Road OF 17.30
Bridge Near Tateksa

Nalla on Tatekasa-khairi

Road.

All eligible/ interested contractors are mandated to get
enrolled on the e Procurement portal
(https://eproc.cgstate.gov.in) in order to download the
tender documents and participate in the subsequent bidding

Process. Superintending Engineer
P.W.D. Raipur Circle No-1

G-55142/5 Ryp/Dtd 06.09.18 Raipur (C.G.)

IGZR] SOUTH EASTERN COALFIELDS LIMITED
ka,. “A MINI RATNA COMPANY”

E- TENDER NOTICE
1.NIT No: AGM/HSD/S.0.(M)/e-Tend/18-19/123 date 17.08.2018, Tender
ID: 2018_SECL_111666_1, Location of work: Hasdeo Area, Estimated
Cost: Rs. 3059234.00, Description of Work: Cleaning of chutes at CHP
Rajnagar RO siding for receiving and dispatch of all feeding mines at

SOUTH EASTERN COALFIELDS LIMITED
“A MINI RATNA COMPANY"

E- TENDER NOTICE
1) NIT No : AGM/HSD/S.0.)M)/e-Tend/18-19/139 dated-
28.08.2018, Tender ID 2018_SECL_112593_1., Location of Work -
Hasdeo Area, Estimated Cost- 24,38,454, Description Of Work- Construc-
tion of 30 non. RCC isolation stopping at 9LS and 4LS panel in seam A of
Kurja UG Mine. Bid submission start date & time 28.08.2018,
10 AM, Bid submission End date & time to 17.09.2018, 05 PM. Date&
time for opning of bid - 19.09.2018, 10AM S0 (M),Hasdeo
2) NIT No : AGM/HSD/S.0.(M)/e-Tend/18-19/140 dated-
28.08.2018, Tender ID 2018_SECL_112597_1., Location of Work -
Hasdeo Area, Estimated Cost- 13,54,953, Description Of Work- Disman-
tling of 20L, -23R belt, 27LW belt and installation of -20D belt from 221 to
36L, 30L/from -20D to -28D, -33LW/ -20D to -28Dip, 35L/ -20D to -28D and
heightening of roof for drive installation, re-support with resin bolting of
roof blasted area, cleaning during installation in 27LW and 33LW dev. Distt
for the period of 06 months in 8A2 seam of 7/8 Incline at rajnagar RO
Colliery. Bid submission start date & time 28.08.2018,
10 AM, Bid submission End date & time to 17.09.2018, 05 PM. Date&
time for opning of bid - 19.09.2018, 10AM SO (M),Hasdeo
3) NIT No : AGM/HSD/S.0.(M)/e-Tend/18-19/141 dated-
28.08.2018, Tender ID 2018 SECL 112610 1., Location of Work -
Hasdeo Area, Estimated Cost- 6,67,057 lakh, Description Of Work- Pro-
viding assistance in periodical shifting of equipments (i) periodical shifting of
CM equipment 20 shifting (ii) Erection of temporary ventilation stopping
with G.1. sheet in u.g. 80 nos (iii) shifting of face pump, pump starter cables
and extension of suction and delivery pipe line in under ground 20 shifting
in depillaring panel KCMS-40 in seam C at Kapildhara UG Mine of Hasdeo
Area. Bid submission start date & time 28.08.2018,
10 AM, Bid submission End date & time to 08.09.2018, 05 PM. Date &
time for opning of bid - 10.09.2018, 10AM S0 (M), Hasdeo

Note : For all the adove: For details and submission of bid please visit
website CPP  www. eprocure.gov.in, and e-procurement
portal of CIL https://coalindiatenders.gov.in & www.secl.gow.in

COAL : PRIME SOURCE OF ENERGY

reserve station and material yard to be constructed and (vi) cleaning
of tail end near loading point in 39LN proposed LHD depillaring
panel in seam A at Kurja UG mine of Hasdeo area, Start date &
time for submission of bid: 17.08.2018 10:00 Hrs, Last date & time
for submission of bid: 08.09.2018 17:00 Hrs, Date & time for
opening of bid: 10.09.2018 10:00 Hrs.

§.0.(M),Hasdeo Area
7.NIT No: AGM/HSD/S.0.(M)/e-Tend/18-19/129 date 23.08.2018,

sHed .-5..!..!..]

i) W PR WAl

— —— L ’
Chief Minister Raman Singh participates in a roadshow as part of the ongoing State-wide ‘Atal Vikas Yatra' at Bagbahra in Mahasamund district on Friday ~ Pioneer photo

Govt to soon implement
‘National B|o Fuel Policy 2018

STAFF REPORTER |
ATAL NAGAR
he Chhattisgarh

Government will soon
implement the ‘National Bio
Fuel Policy 2018’ in the State.

This was informed in the
16th meeting of Chhattisgarh
Biofuel Development Authority
chaired by Chief Secretary Ajay
Singh at the Mantralaya here.

The meeting discussed var-

ious ways for effective imple-
mentation of the policy in the
State by making all Government
departments as stakeholders
and implementing MoUs signed
previously with all investors.

It was also informed in the
meeting that a Biofuel Complex
will be established in Durg.

Discussions were also held
on setting up a
laboratory for testing
biofuel in the State.

IN THE HIGH COURT OF
JUIDCATURE, AT MADRAS
(Ordinary Original Civil Jurisdiction)
Application No:1907 of 2018

In the matter of Arbitration &
Conciliation Act, 1996 And
In the matter of Disputes between
M/s. Cholamandalam Investment and
Finance Company Ltd. and
Mr.VEER SINGH
Arising under Loan Agreement No.
XSHUBLAO00001679624
Dated 27.05.2016.
M/s. Cholamandalam Investment and
Finance Company Limited,
‘Dare House', No.2, N.S.C.Bose Road,
Parrys, Chennai — 600 001.
Represented by its
Authorised Signatory
Vs-
Mr.Veer Singh, S/o. Late Ajit Singh,
H.N0.332, Ward No.17, Nandni Road,
Sharmik Nagar, Durg,
Chhawani Bhilai, Near Hotel
Harbhajan, Chhattisgarh-490026.
...Respondent

...Applicant

To
Mr.Veer Singh, S/o. Late Ajit Singh,
H.No.332, Ward No.17, Nandni
Road, Sharmik Nagar, Durg,
Chhawani Bhilai, Near Hotel
Harbhajan, Chhattisgarh-490026.
The above application is posted on
30.10.2018 at 10.30 AM. before the
Hon'ble Master, High Court ,Madras for
your appearances. Please take notice
and appear on that date either in person
or through your counsel failing which you
will be set ex-parte and the matter will be
decided in your absence.
Mr. N.SANTHOSH NAGARAJAN
COUNSEL FOR APPLICANT

SYL issue: INLD to
ohserve Haryana
Bandh today

Chandigarh: INLD, Haryana’s
main Opposition party will
observe ‘Haryana Bandh' on
September 8, Saturday on the
issues of non-construction of
Sutlej Yamuna Link (SYL) canal
and scrapped Dadupur Nalvi
irrigation project.

“The party has geared up
for the state bandh and various
trade unions have assured us
their support on Saturday,
said Abhay Chautala, Leader of
opposition in Haryana
Assembly and INLD’s senior
leader while talking to the
mediapersons here.

He said INLD-BSP com-
bine will continue its protest till
the construction of SYL canal
and withdrawal of decision of
de-notification of Dadupur
Nalvi irrigation project.

CHHATTISGARH STATE POWER GENERATION COMPANY LIMITED

(A Govt. of C.G. Undertaking) CIN: U4010BCTZ003SGC015821
23500 MW Marwa Tendubhatha Thermal Power Stations, Janjgir-Champa

Marwa, Did. 05.09.2018

No.15-13/PS&S/EE-II/P/T-360/18/4783
E-TENDER NOTICE NO. TN-333/18

Online bids are invited by the undersigned through CSPCL e-bidding
system (SAP SRM) from manufacturer/authorized dealer/ suppliers for
supply of material as mentioned below for 2x500 MW, MTTPP, Janjgir-
Champa:-

S. |Tender Spec, LastDate/ | Tender | EMD

No.| No./RfxNo. Particulars Timef?’f_jub Fee(Rs.) | (Rs.)

oroia.

1. 15-13/ i Rs.590/- | Rs.
psgsie.y | SUPPlY of Tarpaulin for CHP at|y6 g0 o4g| “ingl | 5,600
PT-360118 |2x500 MW, MTTPS, Marwa. 15:30 Hrs ST
8100010327 @18%)

DD/BC should be drawn in favour of Sr. Accounts Officer, 2X500 MW, MTTPP, CSPGCL,
Marwa , Champa and should be payable at SBI Marwa and 'should be submltted offiine In the
office of undersn&sed before due date and time. For other details, please visit our website
'WWW.CSPC.CO.in/ FGCL.'Eblddlng,'Eblddlng web portal

~EAVE ELECTRICITY™

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, EM CIRCLE. RAIPUR (C.G)

e-Procurement Tender Notice

Online tenders are invited on behelt of Governor of Chhattisgarh
from contractors, registered in D Class & above in new Registration
system ( unified Registration system) for the following work :-

NIT No. Name of work Probable |last date of
amount of| tender
contract | download

42/SEE/M/20118-19| Eleetrification  work  for| Rs3(.81 20.092018
(Ist Call) Railway under Bridge MHS Lacs
System Tender No. |across Hawrah Mumbai Rail
42353 Line on at Nahru nagar

Railway  Crosing  Bhilai

DISTT-DURG (C.G.)
43/SEEM2018-19| ELECTRIFICATION WORK| Rs2549 | 20.09.2018
(Ist Cally TO COURT ROOMS AT DIS- Lacs
System Tender No. [TRICT COURT OLD BULD-
2369 ING DURG, DISIT-DURG

(C.G)
SUSEEM/2018-19|Providing  Deposit  Under| Rs 731 24.09.2018
(Ist Call) DMF E/F Work In Old MPVG Lacs
Svstem ‘lTender No, |College Library And AVR
12786 First Floor Mahasamund,
35/SLLE/M2018-19|PROVIDING AND FIXING, Rs947 | 24.092018
(st Call) ELECTRIC INSTALLATION TLacs
Sysiem Tender No. |IN THE 50 SEATER HOSTEL
42800 AND CHOWKIDAR QUAR-

TER AT ITI DARBHA, DISTT

BASTAR (C.G)

The tender documents can be downloaded (rom the web-portal
http://eproc.egstate.gov.in Only those contractors/bidders, interested
in bidding shall pay the tender document cost Onling.

Superintending Engineer
P.W.D., E/M Circle Raipur (C.G.)

Credibie Chhattisgarh
Rajnagar RO siding, Start date & time for submission of bid: 17.08.2018 e Ll 1R R -
10:00 Hrs, Last date & time for submission of bid: 08.08.2018 17:00
Hrs, Date & time for opening of bid: 10.09.2018 10:00 Hrs.
S.0.(M),Hasdeo Area
2.NIT No: AGM/HSD/S.0.(M)/e-Tend/18-19/124 date 17.08.2018, Tender
ID: 2018_SECL_111667_1, Location of work: Hasdeo Area, Estimated

(-55163/4 Ryp/Did 06.09.18

TS AreiterT T,
Tk T faumT, Ty quse wHiw 2 ( SaiETe )

Tender ID: 2018 SECL_112090 1, Location of work: Hasdeo Area,
Estimated Cost: Rs. 1479555.00, Description of Work: Assistance
required for maintenance of Haulage track line of Bijuri Colliery,
Hasdeo area, Start date & time for submission of bid: 23.08.2018
10:00 Hrs, Last date & time for submission of bid: 12.09.2018

Cost: Rs. 1087660.00, Description of Work: Assistance required for 17:00 Hrs, Date & time for opening of bid: 14.09.2018 10:00 Hrs. . é-ﬁwﬁzﬁﬁqw‘r
preparation of roof bolts for CM panels and LHD panel at Kurja UG mine S.0.(M),Hasdeo Area T ¢ 01.09.2018 : i
: Dp _ o Lo o T BRSO ( Were SATHHoT ) 04.09.2018
of Hasdeo area, Start date & time for submission of bid: 17.08.2018 g.NIT No: AGM/HSD/S.0.(M)/e-Tend/18-19/130 date 23.08.2018, THRIFT TSTHT TOMCAT TG HEOT 0N H Fiipd 3\“*@{‘ ERRICI=D] Frreiteng T 2g TS iR SEE = e S e s s
10:00 Hrs, Last date & time for submission of bid: 08.09.2018 17:00 Hrs, Tender ID: 2018 SECL 112093 1, Location of work: Hasdeo Area, | | ™™ & &g &emsa (Online) ffay et =1 ot #:- .ﬁ’ o 5 ' '
Date & time for opening of bid: 10.09.2018 10:00 Hrs. Estimated Cost: Rs. 49_81605.06,’Description of Work: Operatior; s — F——— < g S —— Eﬁ‘ - ﬁiﬁl 21.09.2018 €1 : Pre—
S.0.(M),Hasdeo Area ¢ cp at Bijuri Siding of Bijuri Colliery, Hasdeo area, Start date & | |# =T T FAR | R TR EL FH RN
3.NIT No: AGM/HSD/S.0.(M)/e-Tend/18-19/125 date 17.08.2018, Tender . L . . kil =l & sTATa|  SAtem . T =79 SR SE | il HeFma
A N ; . time for submission of bid: 23.08.2018 10:00 Hrs, Last date & time = . = N
ID: 2018 _SECL 111669 1, Location of work: Hasdeo Area, Estimated o . . %. U5 foqis TTa fafe (eifg o)
Cost: Rs.4757518.00, Description of Work: Cleaning of spilled/fallen fOf Submission of bid: 12.09.2018 17:00 Hrs, Date & time for , 3 3 3
coal below belt conveyors in seam C at Kurja Sheetaldhara UG mine of ©Pening of bid: 14.09.2018 10:00 Hrs. S.0.(M),Hasdeo Area | |1. | 27/G/NH/SE/ |2018_ MoRTH_B.T. Patch Repair| Rs. |I7-09-2018 - — — — - —
Hasdeo area, Start date & time for submission of bid: 17.08.2018 10:00 9.NIT No: AGM/HSD/S.0.(M)/e-Tend/18-19/131 date 23.08.2018, 15-41/2018 378533_1  |work in Km. 132.600/ 44.90 NITNO. 260 | 3 TH1 TorRrid e Jeiil H &FR Hog & |" it
Hrs, Last date & time for submission of bid: 08.09.2018 17:00 Hrs, Date Tender ID: 2018_SECL_112095_1, Location of work: Hasdeo Area, (First Call) tKU 142{;8{[‘3“‘3{1)'-'-%';:; Lacs Teg:iir_é\o, A T W R, | 116,96 T | w st
& time for opening of bid: 10.09.2018 10:00 Hrs. S.0.(M),Hasdeo Area Estimated Cost: Rs. 4155558.00, Description of Work: Assistance RN S e T
4.NIT No: AGM/HSD/S.0.(M)/e-Tend/18-19/126 date 17.08.2018, Tender required for maintenance of pump and its pipeline at Kurja UG mine jagdalpur Road NITNO. 261 | o w1 fammeas war = ePr 373 & A
ID: 2018_SECL_111670_1, Location of work: Hasdeo Area, Estimated of Hasdeo area, Start date & time for submission of bid: 23.08.2018 lender No. | =t W_ ?’TF ﬁ ) ,| 116,16 ©HF | U4 3%
Cost: Rs. 1810328.00, Description of Work: Construction of 03 Nos Air 10:00 Hrs, Last date & time for submission of bid: 12.09.2018 | |2 | 28/G/NH/SE/ |2018 MoRTH_|B.T. Patch Repair| Rs. |17-09-2018 43269 | ety we e fiwfdn mfed)
Crossing at 8LS 10LS and 11LS in 6Dip Junction and repairing of 10 1o 17.09 Hrs, Date & time for opening of bid: 14.08.2018 10:00 Hrs. 15422018 | 378534 1 Wﬂri‘_;:)ll;‘lo([;“-ilﬁ_z;-ggﬂ 5334 NITNO. 262 | WH iR fereee faem & 2rm Jemet k3 ‘= Gon
ventilation stopping _for 9LS at seam A at Ku_r]a UG mine of .Hasdeo S.0.(M),Hasdeo Area (Virst Call) tls."m uf‘\'u —30 fOld Lacs Tendc;.rxo. A T A ﬁmm Fr g, | 116.16 TG | T
area, Start date & time for submission of bid: 17.08.2018 10:00 Hrs, 44 NIT No: SECL/JK/GM(0)/18-19/eT/37 date 24.08.2018, Tender NH. &) Ra > 43270 TAYEH Td a2 frfdn afeq)
Last date & time for submission of bid: 08.09.2018 17:00 Hrs, Date & . : ; ) . ' N.H. 43) Raipur- - Py n — Srw—- ey
X . 2 . ID: 2018_SECL_112476_1, Location of work: Jamuna Kotma Area, jagdalpur Road NITNO. 263 | T Taen fommags foom § g T50g k= |
time for opening of bid: 10.09.2018 10:00 Hrs.  S.0.(M), Hasdeo Area . - - L ’ Tender N F : A
Estimated Cost: Rs. 5144000.00, Description of Work: Hiring of OO NS ; ender No. |&hel 9aq =l EORIRERG ,| 116,16 T | UH HAlHh
5.NIT No: AGM/HSD/S.0.(M)/e-Tend/18-19/127 date 17.08.2018, Tender pay loader for mechanical transfer of ROM coal in to tippers and | |3 | 2¥/G/NH/SE/ | 2018 MoRTH E_Tpur of 5'10"'*‘6;_‘ & Rs. |17-09-2018 3271 | e w e Rl A
ID: 2018_SECL_111671_1, Location of work: Hasdeo Area, Estimated {iphers for transportation of coal at Amadand OCP for quantit 15-43/2018 tunmts - portion| -y 5 g3 ! S T aee - A
018 - _1, Loc K : y - d d due to ph NITNO. 264 | 7T SH! faass FHEm H et T50g w. | it
Cost: Rs. 1697173.00, Description of Work: (i) Transportation of 5800m 4 g4 000 te. From Kanadala patch Barrier & coal stock “C” area of (First Call) N et N Tender No. |she o & fmim s faadis, | 116.16 @rg | we et
p pipe line in kanker| Lacs *hel el , e
giULONmm 3|z|e) cdolnvt_:yor l:elt from surface and other d'St_r.'CIRm_ 39[‘“‘ e!nd Departmental patch to stock yard “B" via weigh bridge No. 3 for a - city from 137.600 to 43272 TR UF T TR whed |
pane _arl aying of same on conveyor structure (i) Reinstallation period of 120 days and minimum TPD 1333 te per day, Start date 140.800 in nh-30 (old NITNO. 265 memﬁwm = Yg"
of 800mm size belt structure of 2540 mm length along 39LN and 34LN ) . L i . - Y - L # ) P
T X h . : .+ & time for submission of bid: 25.08.2018 17:30 Hrs, Last date & n.h, 43) raipur- lender No. | wpm w9 &1 fam w0 frdm, | 116016 @ | T wfw
(iii} Dismantaling, transportation 