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The Union Cabinet on
Friday approved amend-

ments to strengthen the
Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act
and included the death penal-
ty for “aggravated” sexual
assault on children, besides
providing stringent punish-
ments for other crimes against
those below 18 years of age.
Law Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad said children should be
protected from sexual offences
and the modification is made
to address the need for strin-
gent measures required to deter
the rising trend of sexual abuse
of children in the country.

“This is a wholesome ini-
tiative whereby the entire
POCSO architecture is not
only strengthened but also
enlarged so that artificial med-
icines or hormones could not
be abused to kill the childhood
of a child. An unfortunate
thing was going on in the

country, that children were
being administered hormones
to make them artificially
majors, said Prasad.

Addressing the media here
on decisions taken in the Union
Cabinet meeting, Prasad said
the amendments to Sections 4,
5, 6, 9, 14, 15 and 42 of the
POCSO Act 2012 are made to
address child sexual abuse in an
appropriate manner. Sections 4,
5 and 6 of the Act are proposed
to be amended to provide the
option of stringent punish-
ment, including the death

penalty, for committing aggra-
vated penetrative sexual assault
on a child. These amendments
are aimed at discouraging the
trend of child sexual abuse by
acting as a deterrent, he said.

The Act defines child as
any person below the age of 18
years. It is a gender-neutral leg-
islation, said the statement
issued later. 

The amendments are also

proposed to the Section 9 of the
Act to protect children from
sexual offences in times of
natural calamities and disasters
and in cases where children are
administered, in any way, any
hormone or any chemical sub-
stance to attain early sexual
maturity for the purpose of
penetrative sexual assault, it
said.

Sections 14 and 15 of the

POCSO Act are also proposed
to be amended to address the
menace of the child pornogra-
phy.  It is proposed to levy fine
for not destroying or deleting
or reporting the pornograph-
ic material involving a child,
the statement said. 

The offender can be fur-
ther penalised with jail term or
fine or both for transmitting,
propagating, administrating
such material in any manner
except for the purpose of
reporting as may be prescribed
and for use as evidence in
court. 

“Penal provisions have
been made more stringent for
storing/possessing any porno-
graphic material in any form
involving a child for commer-
cial purpose,” the official state-
ment said.

Prasad said, “The modifi-
cation is made to address the
need for stringent measures
required to deter the rising
trend of child sex abuse in the
country.”
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Aday after the Lok Sabha
passed the Triple Talaq

Bill with some contentious
penal provisions for the desert-
er husband, the Opposition
seemed to be united to stall it
in the Upper House. The
Opposition has accused the
Government of indulging in
vote bank politics and demand-
ed that the Bill be referred to a
joint select committee. 

According to sources,
Opposition parties will meet to
devise their strategy to block
the Bill in the Rajya Sabha on
Monday when it is likely to
come up for consideration. 

Sources said all Congress
members in the Rajya Sabha
would meet in Parliament on

Monday morning, ahead of
the start of House proceed-
ings, to evolve its strategy on
the Bill.

The numbers are tilted in
favour of the Opposition in the
Rajya Sabha, where the   UPA
has 112 members and the NDA
93. One seat is vacant. The
remaining 39 members of other
parties are unattached to either
NDA or UPA and are likely to
play an important role in the
passage of the contentious Bill.

The Government had not
agreed to the Opposition

demand for sending the earli-
er Bill to the select committee,
when it was brought before the
House in the Monsoon Session
of Parliament. 

Though the NDA is way
short of the halfway mark of
123 in the 245-member House,
it had emerged victorious in the
election of the Deputy
Chairman, with its nominee
Harivansh of the JD(U) bag-
ging 125 votes against 101 for
Opposition-backed Congress
member BK Hariprasad. 

Continued on Page 4
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India will send a three-mem-
ber team to space for seven

days as part of the Gaganyaan
project which will entail a cost
of �10,000 crore.

The ambitious project,
which was announced by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in his Independence Day
speech, was approved by the
Union Cabinet in its meeting
on Thursday night. 

If successful, India will
become the fourth country in
the world to send a manned
mission to the outer space. So
far only the USA, Russia and
China have send manned mis-
sion in the outer space.

Briefing about the out-
come of the Cabinet meeting,
Union Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad said the Gaganyaan
Mission is expected to be
undertaken by 2022 and India
has already inked pacts with
Russia and France for assis-
tance in the ambitious project.
The testing for the mission will
start in December 2020.

“A human rated GSLV Mk-
lll will be used to carry the
orbital module which will have

necessary provisions for sus-
taining a 3-member crew for
the duration of the mission.
The necessary infrastructure
for crew training, realisation of
flight systems and ground
infrastructure will be estab-
lished to support the

Gaganyaan programme. ISRO
will collaborate extensively with
national agencies, laboratories,
academia and industry to
accomplish the Gaganyaan pro-
gramme objectives,” said the
Government in a statement.

The total fund require-

ment for the Gaganyaan pro-
gramme is within �10,000 crore
which includes cost of tech-
nology development, flight
hardware realisation and essen-
tial infrastructure elements.
Two unmanned flights and
one manned flight will be
undertaken as part of
Gaganyaan programme.
Gaganyaan programme will be
a national effort in collabora-
tion with industry, academia
and other scientific agencies
and laboratories as stake hold-
ers along with ISRO. ISRO
will be responsible for realising
the flight hardware through
industry. National agencies,
laboratories and academia will
participate in crew training,
human life science technology
development initiatives as well
as design reviews. First human
space flight demonstration is
targeted to be completed with-
in 40 months from the date of
sanction. 

Prior to this, two
unmanned flights in full com-
plement will be carried out to
gain confidence on the tech-
nology and mission manage-
ment aspects, said the 
statement.
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Awar of words has erupted
between the Congress and

the ruling BJP over the yet to
be released movie The
Accidental Prime Minister, star-
ring Anupam Kher as
Manmohan Singh. While the
Congress termed it as BJP’s
propaganda against its party,
Union Minister Rajyavardhan
Rathore asked whether the BJP
did not even have the freedom
to extend wishes to a film. 

The Congress locked horns
with the BJP after the ruling
party tweeted the trailer from
its official Twitter handle on
Thursday night. “Riveting tale
of how a family held the coun-

try to ransom for 10 long
years. Was Dr Singh just a
regent who was holding on to
the PM’s chair till the time heir
was ready? Watch the official
trailer of The Accidental Prime
Minister, based on an insider’s
account, releasing on 11
January,” the BJP’s official tweet
read. 

Asked by journalists to
comment on the film at the
Congress’ foundation day func-
tion at the party headquarters
on Friday, Manmohan Singh
walked away with a cryptic “no
comment”.

On his part, Anupam Kher

said he will not back off from
the snowballing controversy
and took a swipe at
Maharashtra Youth Congress’
threats saying they should be
happy a film has been made on
their leader. Kher also referred
to a recent statement by
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi that freedom of expres-
sion is a fundamental right. 

The Accidental Prime
Minister is based on a book
written by former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh’s
media adviser Sanjaya Baru.
The biopic stars Anupam Kher
as Manmohan Singh and
Akshay Khanna as Sanjaya
Baru. The trailer of the movie
shows Singh as a victim of the
Congress’s internal politics
ahead of the 2014 elections.

Setting aside speculation of
a probable ban on the movie in
the Congress-ruled States, the
newly formed Kamal Nath
Government in Madhya
Pradesh said it has not banned
the film. 

Continued on Page 4
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Making it difficult for them
to fly, the lethal combi-

nation of cold and pollution in
the National Capital has taken
its toll on birds. Avian hospitals
in the city these days are busy
treating 15-20 birds being
brought with the complaints of
paralysis every day.

“Paralysis in birds has
become common now.
Everyday the hospital admits
15 to 20 birds affected with
paralysis,” said Sunil Jain, hon-
orary secretary, Birds Charity
Hospital, Chandni Chowk. 

The hospital which spe-
cialises in treating birds with
different ailments is now treat-

ing birds which are apparent-
ly the victims of cold and pol-
lution, he added. 

“See, there are three basic
reasons behind their pathetic
condition. First, there is a lot of
pollution in the air, second, the
temperature is falling drasti-
cally, and third, the weather is
not up to the mark making it
difficult for them to survive,” 
he said.

Wasim Akram, manager,
Special Projects of Wildlife
SOS, Delhi, said that because of
the winter season and pollu-
tion, there is a problem of low
visibility confronted by the
avian population due to which
they face survival issues. 

According to Jain, while
the hospital treats a variety of
birds throughout the year, the

birds which are coming now
are mostly pigeons as they are

the ones without any proper
shelter.

“Most of the birds that we
are treating these days are the
rescued ones and pet birds
being brought by their owners
are relatively fewer in number.
We are treating mostly pigeons
these days; they are homeless,”
said Jain. Shockingly, the num-
ber of paralysed birds in the
hospital has risen alarmingly
since October this year because
of rising pollution levels and
the advent of winters, Jain said 
further.

The story is not different in
other areas as well, said Wasim
Akram as Wildlife SOS rescues
a number of birds from across
the city during winter months. 

As per data provided by
Wildlife SOS, the NGO rescued

71 birds of different species in
October and 54 birds of dif-
ferent varieties in November. In
December so far, the NGO has
rescued 53 birds of different
varieties already. 

“Wildlife SOS has a 24-
hour helpline which receives
regular calls for birds in distress
and in need of medical atten-
tion. In the month of October
and November alone, we have
rescued over 100 birds of var-
ious kinds,” Akram said. The
calls increase during winter
months, he added. 

This year, the NGO res-
cued pigeons, kites, owls and
peacocks in the winter months,
Akram said. Recalling special
cases he said, “We are not sure

if it was due to cold or pollu-
tion but we in the recent past
rescued a kingfisher, barn owl
and an Indian eagle owl in bad
condition.” 

Apart from paralysis, the
birds in this weather become
vulnerable also to serious res-
piratory and digestive 
problems, added other veteri-
narians.

Nevertheless, some birds
coming with paralysis are kept
in Intensive Care Units (ICUs),
others are discharged after
proper medication, Jain said.
Owners are given prescrip-
tions and recommendations
after which the pet birds are
discharged from the hospital,
he added.
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Chief Minister Kamal Nath
on Friday allocated port-

folios to his cabinet ministers.
Nath has kept important
departments like Industry
Policy and Investment
Enhancement and Public
Relations with him.

Other departments with
the Chief Minister include
Science and Technology,
Aviation, Public Service
Management department, NRI
department,  Technical
Education, Skill Development
and Employment and other
departments not allocated to
any minister.

The portfolios of the min-
isters include Vijaylaxmi
Sadho Culture, Medical
Education and AYUSH, Sajjan
Singh Verma PWD and
Environment, Hukum Singh
Karada Water Resources,
Govind Singh Cooperatives
and Parliamentary Affairs,
Bala Bachchan Home, Jail and
Affiliated to Chief Minister,
Arif Aqeel Bhopal Gas Tragedy
and Rehabilitation, Backward
and Minority Welfare and
MSME, Brijendra Singh
Rathore Commercial Taxes,
Pradeep Jaiswal Mining
Resources, Lakhan Singh
Yadav Animal Husbandry and
Fisheries, Tulsi Silawat Public

Health and Family Welfare,
Govind Singh Rajput Revenue
and Transport, Imarti Devi
Woman and Child
Development department,
Omkar Singh Markam
Scheduled Tribe and Nomadic
tribes welfare department,
Prabhuram Chaudhary School
Education, Priyavrat Singh
Energy department, Sukhdev
Panse PHE, Umang Singhar
Forest, Harsh Yadav Cottage
and Gramodyog and New and
Renewable Energy, Jaivardhan
Singh Urban Development
and Housing, Jitu Patwari
Sports and Youth Welfare and
Higher Education,
Kamleshwar Patel Panchayat

and Rural Development,
Lakhan Ghanghoria Social
Justice, Disability Welfare
department and SC-ST
Welfare, Mahendra Singh
Sisodia Labour department,
PC Sharma Law and
Legislature and affiliated to
Chief Minister, Pradyuman
Singh Tomar Food and Civil
Supplies and Consumer
Protection, Sachin Subhash
Yadav Farmers Welfare and
Agriculture Development,
Horticulture and Food
Processing departments,
Surendra Singh Baghel NVDA
and Tourism and Tarun
Bhanot Finance, Statistical and
Planning.
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Bhopal: The supply of urea is
being continuously made to the
farmers of the State in this Rabi
season. Railway is delivering
the urea at the rake points.

Besides, the process of dis-
tribution to the concerned dis-
tricts is going on at a fast pace.
To ensure proper distribution of
urea, the Agriculture and
Farmer-Welfare Department
and Cooperatives Department
issued instructions to the con-
cerned district collectors in
this connection. This month
27,450 metric tonne urea will
reach 10 rake points in the state
by December 30.

Simultaneously, timely
advice is also being given to the
farmers regarding the safety of
Rabi crops by field officials of the
Agriculture Department. Rabi
crops have been planted in about
98 lakh hectare area so far in the
state this year out of which
wheat has been sown in 47 lakh
hectare area. SR
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The ruling Congress in
Madhya Pradesh has

denied banning ‘The
Accidental Prime Minister’, a
biopic on former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh,
which many believe gives a dim
view of the Congress.

As one leader called for a
ban and even wrote to the film-
makers, the Madhya Pradesh
Congress spokesperson said
there was no ban or any
demand for it either.

Congress media in-charge
Narendra Saluja said, “The
film is so lowdown that we
don't even want to discuss it.
We don't want to give any
unnecessary publicity to this

film by protesting against it.”
Congress leader Randeep

Singh Surjewala also tweeted a
denial accusing the BJP of
spreading fake propaganda.
"This is incorrect. MP Govt has
taken no such decision,"
Surjewala tweeted.

The clarifications followed

a Congress leader aggressively
declaring that the film would
not be allowed in Madhya
Pradesh, which recently wit-
nessed a regime change after 15
years with the Congress taking
over from the BJP. 

Kamal Nath took over as
chief minister of the new

Congress government last
week.

"I have written a letter to
the director, we strongly object
to the name and what was
shown in the trailer. We want
to see the film before it is
released or else, we won't allow
its screening in the state," said
Syed Zafar of the Madhya
Pradesh Congress.

"Manmohan Singh is an
intellectual leader. Using words
like "accidental" prime minis-
ter is very wrong and we will
not allow such a film," he
warned.

The Congress has accused
the BJP of trying to capitalize
on the film at a time the coun-
try is preparing for the nation-
al election due by May.
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Bhopal: A Hindi play 'Baaki
Itihaas' was staged at Madhya
Pradesh State Tribal Museum.
The play was staged here on
Friday under Abhinayan series
of drama. 

The play was directed by
Jayant Bhargava. The play
talked about that section of
society who lives the daily rou-
tine and follow it like everyday. 

The play began with a
news that was published in the
newspaper. The nwas read
about a suicide. The play sur-
rounded the life of a couple
Vasanti and Sharad. Sharad
and Vasanti are writers. 

After reading that news
article, Sharad asks Vasanti to
write something on the topic.
He inspires Vasanti to wtite
about it as it is harming the
society. Even Sharad writes
about this topic. The play
talked about different issues
prevailed in the society. SR
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In the junior national eques-
trian competition played in

Kolkata, the players of the
Madhya Pradesh State
Equestrian Academy are per-
forming well. In the competi-
tion, the players of the acade-
my earned nine medals includ-
ing three gold, four silver and
two bronze. The competition
was held on Friday. 

Together, the players have
earned 16 medals, including
five gold, seven silver and four
bronze medals. On this
achievement earned by the
Athletes of the Horse Academy,
Director Sports and Youth
Welfare S.L. Thoussen con-
gratulated the medal winners

while expressing his happi-
ness.

In the competition,
Academy's player Pranay Khare
won a gold and a silver medal
in the individual event of
Young Rider De Sage (16 to 21
years). However, Pranay Khare
and Akanksha Vishwakarma's
pair earned gold medals in the

team event.
Similarly, in the team event

of De Sawan, Sudipati Hajela
and Ali Hakim got the gold
medal in the event. Parrikar
Joshi won the bronze medal in
the individual event of Junior
Day, and Rajat and Sudipto
Hajela won the bronze medal.

While Parida Joshi and
Adarsh ??Rathore earned silver
medals in the team event
Competition jumping in indi-
vidual competition Raju Singh
Bhadauria won silver and Raju
Singh, Akshat Joshi and Shri
Awasthi won the bronze medal
in the team event. The players
are participating under the
leadership of Captain
Bhagirath, the Chief Instructor
of the Academy.
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P.C. Sharma on the occasion
of inauguration of

'Dushyant Kumar Memorial
Museum', 'Pranam 2018 said
that the Government will try to
make Dushyant Kumar
Memorial Manuscript Museum
as an example of a smart city. 

He said that "Literature
gives direction to the society,"
Dushyant Kumar, Sharad Joshi
and Kamleshwar have carried
forward this tradition,
Dushyant Kumar has done a
very important job by saving
the heritage of the monument
manuscript museum. Any
assistance that is expected by
the government will be done.

Senior journalist Rajesh
Badal, who was present as a
special guest, said that
Dushyant Kumar is commem-
orating the memorial manu-
script museum culture for the
next generation, so in this

struggle we are all with the
museum. Rajurakar Raj, direc-
tor of the Dushyant Kumar
Memorial Manuscript
Museum, highlighted the
development journey of the
museum. 

The mentor of the museum
and the son of Dushyant
Kumar, Alok Tyagi said that the
media fought for the values
??and supported the museum,
so they deserve to be congrat-

ulated. Later, Ustad Sakhawat
Hussain Khan gave a musical
presentation of Dushyant
Kumar's ghazals. Ustad
Sakhawat Hussain Khan is
famous for his singing style at
home and abroad.

He performed ghazals like
Woh Aadmi Nahi Mukkamal
Bayan Hai, Roz jab raat ke
barah gazar hota hai and many
more, leaving the audience
mesmerised. 
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Sensation prevailed in
Dhammara village under

Gunga police station precincts
after a young couple commit-
ted suicide by hanging with the
ceiling in the afternoon on
Friday.

Police said that a young

couple was found hanging in
the afternoon on Friday. The
two were identified as Arjun
Singh (22) and Shilpi alias
Pappi Kushwaha (19).

Circumstantial evidence
suggests that the two were in
relationship but reason of sui-
cide remained unknown. The
family members would be

questioned to reveal the reason
of death.

In the initial investigation
police have found that the girl
went missing at around 3 in the
night on Thursday and family
members lodged complaint in
the afternoon on Friday after
she failed to return home.

Brother of girl Pawan dur- ing searching her found that Arjun was also missing from

work and possibly accompa-
nied his sister after which he
went to check Arjun’s house
and found the two hanging.

Police were informed and
a team reached the spot and
started investigation.

The boy used to live alone
at a shanty owned by his mater-
nal grandmother for the past

two years and presently work-
ing at the digging work of a well
in the village.

Bodies were sent for the
post mortem after the prelim-
inary investigation. The police
have registered a case under
section 174 of the CrPC and
started further investigation.

Family members of the

girl refused any kind of alter-
cation over the issue of rela-
tionship with the boy and also
confessed that they were not
aware of Arjun’s involvement
with their daughter. Arjun hails
from Sheelkheda village
Ahmedpur. The possibility of
killing the two could be denied
said the police. 
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Chief Minister Kamal Nath’s
discussion with Union

Fertiliser Minister has brought
effective results. 

The Centre has increased
the quota of urea to farmers in
the state in this Rabi season to
2.52 lakh metric tonnes so
that the urea is available to
them as per their requirement.
In addition availability of rake
for urea transit has also
increased.

It may be noted that Chief
Minister Nath had held a direct
discussion with the Union
Fertilizer Minister and Union
Minister of Railways in this
connection.

On the instructions of
Chief Minister Kamal Nath, a
video conference will be held
by senior officials of the
Agriculture Development and
Farmers Welfare and
Cooperatives Department with

the district collectors at the
Mantralaya on Saturday at 11
am. After discussion on the
accessibility of fertilizers, dis-
tribution of available urea,
along with other fertilizers to
the farmers, important instruc-
tions will be given at the video
conference.

Earlier 1.75 one lakh met-
ric tonnes of urea was allocat-
ed to Madhya Pradesh in the
month of January. 

Chief Minister Kamal Nath
had held a discussion in this
connection over phone with
the Union Fertilizers and

Chemicals Minister Sadanand
Gowda sometime back. In the
month of January, 2.14 lakh
metric tonne urea will come
from plants in the country
whereas 38,000 metric tonne
urea will come from the ports
of the country. 

The Farmer Welfare and
Agriculture Development
Department had urged the
Centre to supply urea from the
plant so that farmers get con-
tinuous supply of urea. On this
appeal of the state govern-
ment, the central government
has increased the supply of urea
from the plants.

In the month of December,
3.70 lakh metric tonne urea has
been allotted to the state of
which nearly 3.05 lakh metric
tonne urea has already been
delivered. Remaining 0.45 lakh
metric tonne urea is in transit.
About 10 rakes of urea are
coming daily in the state since
few days.

(����	��	����	��	�������
���������	��	�����

$��������������������

����
����������.	�	��"	���
	���
������
��������������
���
������������

���	����


���������������
-�����������	�
�0	�����
1��
	���	�
�������	�����
-��	���������������


�������������������	�����
�	���	�	�	����*	���
	��	�

22�	�

������	���	��	�� 
�����

Habibganj police have
arrested a miscreant for

opening fire at a 35-year-old
trader at 10 No. market in the
afternoon on Friday.

Panic prevailed in the after-
noon in the market area when
the accused identified as Vinod
Gogia opened fired at Nanak
Das over the issue of con-
structing staircase between two
buildings.

The victim is a builder
and has sold a building to the
accused Vinod but he stills
owns a flat in the adjacent
building. 

On Friday when he came
with people to construct place
for air conditioner outside his
flat and in the space between
the two buildings the accused
came and started to argue with
the victim claiming he is build-

ing stair case in the space left
between the two buildings. 

The victim tried to con-
vince but accused continued
with verbal spate and took out
his licensed gun and opened
fire at the victim.  The victims
escaped the gun shots while the
accused was caught by the
locals and later handed over to
the police. The accused fired
once at the victim and before
he could fire next shot locals
grabbed him and overpow-
ered him.  Based on the com-
plaint after the preliminary
investigation the police have
registered a case under section
307 of the IPC and started fur-
ther investigation. The nabbed
accused was produced in the
court and was sent under judi-
cial custody. The accused hold
crime record and has been
booked for several crimes in
the past. 
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The order related to nomi-
nation of members and

representatives of the State
Council of senior citizens by
the State Government has been
cancelled. 

Sudhir Bhai Goyal,
Bhupendra Jain, Nirmala
Mathankar, Praveen Kumar
Rojatkar were nominated
members and Radheshyam
Dubey and SS Saxena were
nominated as representatives.
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Cabinet Minister in the
Kamal Nath Ministry

Imarati Devi was accorded a
rousing welcome at the Railway
Station during her first visit to
the city as a Cabinet Minister.
She was received at the station
by party workers and district
officials when she arrived
around 3 am on Friday by the
Habibganj Express.

Later on, speaking to the
media persons from her resi-
dence at Harishankaur Puram
she said that one of her top pri-
orities is to make Dabra, a dis-
trict. She further told the con-
gressmen gathered at her house
that she is not the minister only
for people of Dabra and that
she belongs to everyone. She
asked them to feel free to come
to her with any grievances.

She also said that she will
take steps to bring water to
about ninety villages in the
region through the Jourasi
Barkari canal. The minster also
accused Narendra Singh
Tomar, the Union Minister for
stalling the canal work. Later
on she left for Dabra by road.

Speaking to the media per-
sons, Mohan Singh Rathore,
the Rural Congress Committee
chief said that the minister is
scheduled to return to Gwalior
on Saturday when she will pay
homage to the Late Madhav
Rao Scindia at his Chhatri in
the morning. 

Later on a grand victory
procession will be taken out
from the Achleshwar Mandir to
the Congress office to felicitate
her. Meanwhile Munnalal
Goyal, the MLA from Gwalior
East said that it was through the
persistent efforts of Devendra
Sharma, the District Congress
Committee chief that the party
could win all the 3 seats from
the city. 

He was speaking at the
foundations day celebrations of
the congress at the DCC office
where he was felicitated by the
party chief and the workers for
the thumping victory.
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A40-year-old man was
assaulted with sharp edged

weapon   and robbed of �5,000
by three bike borne miscreants
near Devika Nagar under
Nishaptpura police station area
in the early morning hours on
Thursday.

According to the police, the
victim Naushad Ali was robbed
by three armed bike borne
miscreants while on his way to
Berasia bus stand in the early
morning hours on Thursday.

The victim was rushed to
hospital where his condition is
reportedly stable. The victim
was attacked with sharp edged
weapon after he opposed the
miscreants from snatching the
money.

In his complaint lodged
with the Nishatpura police vic-
tim stated that when he was on
his way to Berasia bus stand in
the morning at around 5 am

three youth who were wearing
caps stopped him and asked to
shed money he was having
which the victim refused and
angry with the refusal miscre-
ants attacked the victim with
sharp edged weapon. Victim
sustained injuries in his in a bid
to save from the attack. Later,
he was rushed to hospital
where he was discharged after
providing primary treatment.

The total loss in the rob-
bery is around �5,000 claimed
the victim. Based on the com-
plaint after the preliminary
investigation the police have
registered a case under sections
394 of the IPC against the
unidentified miscreants and
have started further investiga-
tion.

The victim is a resident of
Ekta Nagar and works at
Berasia bus stand.  Police have
intensified the search for the
miscreants. The nearby areas of
the spot would be searched. 
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House of an Assistant
Engineer posted with

Public Works Department
(PWD) robbed at Rohtas Nagar
under Piplani police station
area on Thursday.

The victim Narendra
Bhalavi along with his family
had gone to Orcha on
December 24 and when they
returned on Thursday locks
were found broken and valu-
ables were found burgled.

A complaint was lodged by
the victim with the Piplani
police and in the complaint the
victim had claimed that on his
return he found that the locks
were broken and on entering
the house was found ransacked.
Gold and silver jewelry and
�20000 cash were found bur-
gled claimed the victim.

In the burglary the almirah
which was having the valuables
was targeted and the other

valuables were not disturbed.
The lock of the almirah was
found broken and the cash and
gold jewelry were found bur-
gled. The police have registered
a case under sections 457 and
380 of the IPC and have start-
ed further investigation. A pair
of gold chain, one gold chain
and cash were found missing.
The total loss would be around
�80000. Meanwhile, valuables
worth �25000 were burgled
from Budhakheda Hanuman
Temple under Bairagarh police
station area on Thursday. Police
said that door of the temple was
found open and valuables were
found burgled. 

Miscreants escaped with
Sound system, donation box
carrying cash and other valu-
ables from the temple. The loss
would be around �25000. The
police have registered a case
under sections 457 and 380 of
the IPC and started further
investigation.
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District police have solved
case in which a 19-year-

old engineering student was
abducted; it was revealed that
victim along with his sister and
two others planned of his kid-
nap to repay loan availed  by
sister.

Four accused including
victim and his sister were
nabbed for executing fake kid-
napping in which Ayush
Choubey, his sister Ruchika
Choubey and their neighbor
Gaurav Jain were arrested said
DIG Bhopal Dharmendra
Choudhary while speaking
with media persons at a press
conference on Friday.

After the kidnap family
members and Ruchika received

phone from mobile number
7024442424, demanding ran-
som of Rs 1 crore and they were
threatened not to report the
kidnapping with the police.
Aishbagh police registered a
case under section 364 A of the
IPC and started investigation.

Kidnapers asked to shed �1
crore at Crescent Water Park
Sehore on December 25 but
failed to appear and collect.
Later when police investigated
the close ones of the family and
neighbours, in which it was
found that their neighbor
Gaurav Jain was involved in
suspicious activities. Jain was
trapped from Bhopal railway
station when he returned from
Agra. 

Police grilled Jain and he
confessed the kidnapping

which was fabricated with the
help of victim, his sister and
Atul Katholia.

The nabbed accused
revealed that Ruchika was
indebted with heavy loan and
to repay the loan they planned
fake kidnapping. 

The family was having
ancestral land in Jabalpur
which was scheduled to divide
among family members and
her father would have received
good amount but it was taking
time due to which she planned
fake kidnapping so that rela-
tives would dispose the prop-
erty speedily to provide money
for Ayush’s release. 

The accused used the
mobile phone for ransom calls
in moving train to make the
tracking difficult. 
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The unprecedented delay in
the portfolio allotment

among 28 Cabinet Ministers in
the State Government three
days after the Ministers were
sworn in on Christmas, is caus-
ing unrest among them.

While the Congress offi-
cially claimed there was no
delay in the allocation of port-
folios, sources in the party as
well as opposition BJP have
maintained that power tussles
and groupism were creating
hurdles.

Party sources said after
inducting loyalists into the
cabinet, all camps wanted good
portfolios, and these tussles
were causing a delay. 

They said portfolios like
Home, Finance, Urban
Administration and
Development and Public
Works Department were the
most in demand.

Congress sources pointed
out that of the 28 cabinet min-
isters sworn in on December
25, the maximum number (10)
were from the Digvijaya camp,
nine were close to Nath and
eight loyal to Scindia.

Congress media cell chair-

person Shobha Oza refuted
the allegations of delay in port-
folio allocation or factionalism
in the party, saying, “Today is
only the third day after the
swearing-in of ministers. 

“There is no delay as com-
pletion of any process takes
time.” 

“The chief minister is dis-
cussing this issue and will allo-
cate the portfolios suitably.
The allocation may take place
soon.”

On Thursday, former chief
minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan took a swipe at the
Congress over the delay in
portfolio allocation. 

Talking to media persons at
his residence, Chouhan said, "I
extended my wishes to the
new government, but it is a
matter of concern how the
formation of cabinet was
delayed and now portfolio dis-
tribution was being delayed.
We are seeing media reports
and various Congress leaders
are insisting on particular
departments, causing delay in
the allocation. Quota of differ-
ent camps (of Congress) was
fixed. This delay is historic and
never happened in the state," he
added.
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Dissent is brewing among
those Congress legislators

who could not get berth in the
Cabinet of Chief Minister
Kamal Nath. Among party
MLAs, Aindal Singh Kansana
is leading the charge against his
own party with his supporters
blocking national highway at
Morena in the night of
December 25 when the cabinet
swearing in took place.

Kansana’s staunch sup-
porter and Sumawali block
head Madan Sharma had
resigned from the party over
the treatment meted out to
Kansana. Presently Kansana
backers are camping in New
Delhi demanding ministerial
berth for their leader.

Senior Congress leader and
the former minister Bisahulal
Singh from Anuppur district,
where the Congress won all the
three seats in assembly polls,
had reportedly met Digvijay
Singh post cabinet oath taking
and was in tears. Another for-
mer minister KP Singh too has
got in touch with party high
command over his exclusion
from the cabinet.

One of the Singh support-
ers in a veiled threat to Scindia
has on social media advised

him not to pass through
Pichhore constituency, which is
represented by Singh. 

Hardeep Singh Dang,
MLA from Suwasra in
Mandsaur who is lone Sikh
MLA in MP assembly and also
the single Congress MLA in
Mandsaur too was wishing for
a ministerial berth and is
reportedly upset.

Jai Adivasi Yuva Shakti
(JAYS) national convener and
Manwar MLA Hiralal Alawa
had made his craving for the
ministerial berth even before

the cabinet was sworn in.
Alawa has reportedly sought an
appointment from Congress
president Rahul Gandhi over
the issue. Alawa has been
terming his exclusion from
the cabinet as insult to the trib-
al community which helped
Congress return to power.

Sanjay Sharma, three-time
MLA from Tendukheda who
had joined Congress ahead of
assembly polls has claimed he
was promised a ministerial
berth and won’t accept the
post of parliamentary secretary.
Burhanpur MLA Surendra
Singh Thakur who had rebelled
against Congress to fight and
contest poll from Burhanpur
too has warned Congress over
his exclusion from the cabinet.

Among allies—BSP had
extended support to Congress
from outside while Samajwadi
Party chief Akhilesh Yadav has
expressed anguish over party’s
lone MLA not being given
space in Kamal Nath cabinet.

With the fresh trouble
looming large over the state
government, party trou-
bleshooter Digvijay Singh has
swung into action and left for
New Delhi on Thursday
evening to consult the high
command over the political
trouble in MP.
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Changed weather conditions
have disrupted normal life

in the State and State capital
after temperatures have dipped
significantly again reaching
freezing temperatures for the
second time in the season.

The state capital recorded
lowest night temperature of the
decade on Friday at 4.9 degree
Celsius making the weather
conditions extreme.

Intense harsh weather con-
ditions were witnessed and
Met department has issued
warning of cold waves and
frost. The Gwalior, Chambal,
Rewa, Sagar, Shahdol and
Ujjain divisions and Jabalpur,
Mandla, Seoni, Balaghat, Betul,
Hoshangabad and Dhar dis-
tricts would witness cold waves
while Betul, Hoshangabad,
Umaria and Chhatarpur dis-
tricts are likely to witness frost
like conditions in the next 24
hours.   

The lowest temperature
was recorded in Betul at 2
degree Celsius on Thursday.

The night temperatures
were recorded below and
around 5 degree Celsius at
several places in the state.
Khajuraho  recorded night
temperature at 3 degree Celsius,
Shajapur recorded night tem-
perature at 3.6 degree Celsius,
Ujjain night temperature at
3.8  degree Celsius, Gwalior
recorded night temperature at
4.1 degree Celsius, Datia
recorded night temperature at
4.3 degree Celsius, Rewa
recorded night temperature at
4.5 degree Celsius and Guna

recorded night temperature at
4.6  degree Celsius, Damoh
recorded night temperature at
4.6 degree Celsius. 

The chilly winds from
north and northwest direc-
tions are blowing over the
states of Madhya Pradesh as
well as Chhattisgarh. These
winds are traveling via snow
clad mountains of Western
Himalayas dipping the tem-
peratures over central parts of
the country particularly over
Madhya Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh have and leading
to cold wave conditions over
many places.

Meanwhile, due to persis-
tence of dry winds from north
and northwest directions
appearance of fog over these
states for next few days is
expected.

In the coming days, we
expect dry weather conditions
to continue over entire Madhya
Pradesh and Chhattisgarh with
a significant fall in day tem-
peratures. However, we do not
expect much change in night
temperatures for at least next 48
hours.
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After Dilip Ray’s adieu to the
BJP, the talks about his next

political move have taken the
centre stage in the steel city.

It is said that due to Ray’s
exit, the BJP may have to suf-
fer a great loss, especially in
Rourkela. The political pundits
opine that given the prominent
role played by Ray for the BJP
organization in

Sundargarh district, the
party may not hope for a rosy
picture in 2019 election in the
whole of the district.

But on other hand, the
delay and confusion over Ray’s
next political move have left
many of his followers who are
in the list of aspirants to con-

test 2019 election with the
blessing of Ray from Rourkela
seat, apprehensive. It may be
noted here that on November
30, Ray after resigning from the
BJP and the position MLA, left
for abroad without clearing
his future stand point but the
other leader Bijay Mohpatra
who also left the party with Ray
told that their further course of
action will be cleared in 15 days
after Ray comes back. Even in
a facebook posting Mohapatra
had clearly told that after Ray’s
return from abroad the next

step will be taken by both of
them jointly.

Though Ray had not told
openly about his next action
but it was a common percep-
tion that he will be joining the
BJD soon. Even many started
to talk that Ray would be join-
ing on December 26 at the BJD
Foundation Day.

With none of the predic-
tions having come true so far
concerning the two heavy-
weights’ political future, now it
is speculated that both Ray and
Mohapatra may be planning
for an alternative, instead of
joining the BJD. Even a group
is of the opinion that Ray may
join the Congress instead of the
BJD. Though this message
gives certain reliefs to the anti-
Ray camp in the BJD in
Rourkela, but to some extent it
is disheartening for those who
are expecting party ticket of
BJD with the support of Ray.
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The Baleswar district
administration with THE

assistance of the National
Insurance Company Limited
distributed tricycles, wheel-
chairs, hearing machines and
brail sticks to as many as 128
Divyangs at the Utkal
Balashram here on
Wednesday. 

District collector Ramesh
Rout distributed the appli-

ances pro-
vided by
the NICL
under its
CSR pro-
g r a m m e .
T h e
C ol l e c tor
said a
r e s o u r c e
c e n t r e
would be
built on a
patch of 20
acres of

land for the differently-abled
persons of the district soon.

NICL Regional Manager
Sukanta Mishra, District Social
Security Officer Kamlakanta
Behera, DIPRO Subash Nihal,
NICL Diviosnal Manager
Girish Kumar Sahu, repre-
sentatives of the Ministry of
Social Justice and
Empowerment Rabindranath
Mishra, Rajkishor Sahu and
Gurudutt Lenka were present,
among others.
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The Foundation Day of the
BJD was held here where a

large number of people partic-
ularly women participated.

The meeting on the occa-
sion was presided over by
Bijay Samal and was addressed
by local MLA DR RC
Chyaupatnaik, MP Siddahant
Mohapatra, former Minister
Chanmdra Sekhar Sahoo, for-

mer MLAs Udaya
Nayak and Siba
Sahani, BDA vice
president Subash
Chandra Moharana
and several former
Mayors of the city
BJD State secretary
T Gopi recalled the
services of Bijubabu
for Odisha. 

He said the
national BJP lead-
ers should adhere
to the spirit of
republican and
multiparty culture,
the basis of our
Constitution and
respect the role of
Opposition.
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Speaking as guest on the
third day of the Loka Kala

Mahotsav at Chhatrapur on
Wednesday, State Planning
Board Member Rama Chandra
Panda praised the State
Government and Ganjam dis-
trict Collector Vijay Amrut
Kulange for starting the fest for
the first time in the district
headquarters which will boost
the folk artists.

He hoped the district
Collector would soon provide
urban transport facility from
Brahmapur to Rambha via
Ganjam to facilitate general
public and tourists to enjoy the
Potagada fort on the
Rushikulya mouth and Chilika

lake.
He said Ganjam’s folk

arts/dances such as Prahalad
Natak, Ghuduki and Daskathia
would certainly be promoted
though this festival.

DIG Ashish Singh also
thanked the district Collector
for starting the event and
requested him to hold it every
year to protect the indigenous
folk art and culture. 

Among others,  Ganjam SP
Brijesh Kumar Ray, Berhampur
SP Pinak Mishra, ADM Bijoy
Kumar Das, DRDA PD
Siddharth Sankar Swain and

Chatrapur Sub-Collector
Debabrata Sahoo and DIPRO
Biranchi Narayan Pradhan
were present. 

On the occasion,
Radhakrishnalila of Chikiti,
Ramalila of Sanakhemundi,
Chatrapur’s Little Diamond
and Punjabi Bhangada groups
performed.
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Anotorious criminal, Amit
Das, was nabbed in

Digapahandi area in Ganjam
district late on Thursday night
following a raid carried out by
a police team.

Acting on a tipoff about
Amit’s presence, the
Digapahandi police carried out
a raid in the area. Noticing the
cops, Amit tried to escape from
the spot but the cops managed
to overpower and nab him.

The cops also seized one
pistol and three live bullets
from his possession.

Sources said, a Test
Identification (TI) Parade of

the arrestee was conducted on
Friday and later the accused
was forwarded to court, police
said.

Sources said Amit is an
associate of another dreaded
criminal Jaya Pradhan, who
was injured and nabbed in a
police encounter near
Changudei hill in Digapahandi
block on December 21.

However, Amit had man-
aged to escape during the raid
and was absconding since
then.
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Odisha’s second steel hub of
Kalinganagar in Jajpur dis-

trict has completed 26 years.
The then Chief Minister Biju
Patnaik had visualised
Kalinganagar industrialisation
in the 1990s. He laid founda-
tion-stone for this in 1992.
Now, over ten small, large and
medium industries are operat-
ing in Kalinganagar.

The second edition of
Kalinganagar Mahotsav was
organised from December 22
to 26 to pay tribute to Bijubabu.
Ministers Prafulla Samal and
Ashok Chandra Panda graced
the occasion.

At the concluding cere-
mony, former local MLA and
former Minister Prafula Ghadai
said, "Biju Patnaik initiated

the process of Kalinganagar
industrialisation and invited
industry leaders and experts for
the purpose. Now,
Kalinganagar has created a
special identity for itself not
only in India but also abroad.
The Kalinganagar Mahotsav
is a real tribute to Bijubabu.”

Local MLA Pritiranjan
Ghadai said, “The aim of the
Mahotasv is to create con-
ducive environment to min-
imise the gap between indus-
tries and local people. It pro-
vides a platform to youngsters
to showcase their talents.”
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The Paradip Marathon 2019
will be held on January 3

next to mark celebrations of the
Paradip Port’s foundation day.
The Marathon will start from the
Hanuman Temple near Gate
No. 5 covering a route of 14 km
and conclude at the
Gopabandhu Stadium.

The participants must be
above 18 years and below 40
years of age and have to submit
fitness certificates from a
Government Medical Officer or
the Medical Officer of Paradip
Port Hospital. The men partici-
pants have to deposit an entry fee
of Rs 50 per head and women
participants Rs 30. The partici-
pants will be supplied with a set
of vests and shorts and chest
numbers. Registration of partic-

ipants will be made on January
1 and 2 at the Gopabandhu
Stadium as detailed below:

The winners will be award-
ed by cash prizes. The first 150
participants in men category
and first 50 participants in
women category covering the
distance of 14 km will be given
mementos. Those who com-
plete the distance within two
hours will be provided only
certificate of participation.

Interested participants may
contact the Secretary, Paradip
Port Sports Council for further
details in the following num-
bers: (10 am to 7 pm) 06722 -
222076; Mob: 9437183515,
9437317133.
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Come Lok Sabha polls, the
BJP will remove the age-

bar on contesting and holding
political posts as two of its
prominent women leaders
Sushma Swaraj and Uma Bharti
have suo moto announced
their intention to not contest
and Speaker Sumitra Mahajan
may be opting out of the poll. 

The post-2014 victory in
the Lok Sabha polls led the BJP
to re-write rules of the games
for the party members which
included retirement from active
politics after 75 and diminish-
ing chances of getting party
tickets after reaching 70.

The formation of
Margdarshak Mandal in
August, 2014, to accommodate
aged veterans like LK Advani
and MM Joshi had raised many
eyebrows even as they also
did not find seat in BJP’s
Parliamentary Board, the all
powerful decision-making
body of the party.

All that may change now
with the onset of the election
season. The BJP sees age 75
with no-bar for contesting Lok
Sabha polls, sources in the
party said. As the coming poll
turning out to be a keen con-

test, the party would put pre-
mium on winning the seat
rather than allowing “youthful
experiment” a chance. 

The age flexibility in the
candidates selection for the
Lok Sabha may thus see many
‘seniors’ allowed to contest, if
they are wanting to throw their
hat in the ring again.

However, Lok Sabha
Speaker Sumita Mahajan, 75,
may chose not to contest again
after getting elected from
Indore for the record eighth
time. 

According to sources, her

decision may be linked to
health issue including a lin-
gering knee problem.

The two other prominent
women BJP leaders Sushma
Swaraj (66) and Uma Bharti
(59) have already announced
that they would be opting out
of the Lok Sabha polls.

With the BJP finding itself
short of experienced hands
while engaging a rather aggres-
sive Opposition in 2019, the
party is mulling the possibili-
ty of drafting its State satraps
like Shivraj Singh Chouhan
(59) , Raman Singh (66) and

Vasundhara Raje
(66) for the LS
electoral fray.   

Advani (91),
Joshi (84) were
earlier sidelined
by the BJP lead-
ership leading
provoking senior
party leader
Yashwant Sinha
to claim in 2015
that present BJP
leadership had
declared leaders
above 75 as
“brain dead.”
Induction of BJP
patriarchs in
‘Margdarshak

Mandal’ in 2014, had then also
invited a sharp dig from the
Congress  with the comment
that  “they have been put in an
old age home”.

There has not been a sin-
gle meeting of ‘Margdarshak
Mandal’ even as it includes
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and Home Minister Rajanth
Singh as its members.

BJP had also dropped two
Ministers   Babulal Gaur and
Sartaj Singh in Madhya
Pradesh Cabinet from the State
Cabinet, last year, after they
attained the age of 75. 

From Page 1
The Government has

expressed hope that the bill,
which criminalises the practice
of instant divorce by Muslim
men, will find support in the
Rajya Sabha, whose approval is
necessary for the bill to become
the law.

CPI member D Raja said the
Opposition has the numbers
and would press for referring the
bill to the Select Committee.
“Opposition parties are asking
for referring the Triple Talaq Bill

to the Select Committee for fur-
ther scrutiny when the bill comes
up for consideration in the Rajya
Sabha on Monday,” said Raja.

He alleged that the govern-
ment wants to use the bill for
political purposes. “They are
not genuinely interested in gen-
der equality and gender justice,”
Raja alleged. Another leader
claimed that opposition parties
are united in referring the bill to
the Select Committee as the pro-
posed legislation needs to be
examined properly. 
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From Page 1
The Department of Public

Relations of Madhya Pradesh
Government tweeted that there
is no decision by the
Government to ban the film,
adding that media reports
announcing the ban were not
factual.

Responding to the BJP,
Congress chief spokesperson
Randeep Surjewala said on
Twitter that “such fake propa-
ganda” would not stop it from
asking the Modi Government
questions on “rural distress,
rampant unemployment,
demonetisation disaster, flawed
GST, failed Modinomics and
pervading corruption”. 

The Maharashtra Youth
Congress too withdrew its
demand for a special screening
of the film on the former PM
claiming that it did not wish to
see the “campaign movie of the
BJP”. 

Maharashtra Youth

Congress chief Satyajeet Tambe
had written to the film’s pro-
ducer demanding a special
screening before the movie hit
the screens as well as “course
correction” in case there was
any distortion in the way events
of the time were depicted in the
film.

Taking a dig at the BJP over
the biopic, RJD’s Rajya Sabha
member Manoj Jha said that
movies should also be made on
alleged irregularities in the
Rafale fighter jet deal, demon-
etisation and farmer suicides.
He said films should also be
made on embattled liquor
tycoon Vijay Mallya and fugi-
tive billionaire jewellers Nirav
Modi and Mehul Choksi.
National Conference leader
Omar Abdullah also tweeted
on the film, saying, “Can’t wait
for when they make The
Insensitive Prime Minister. So
much worse than being the
accidental one.”
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Now you don't have to
depend on natural snow to

ski in the Solang Valley of
Himachal Pradesh.

The slopes of the pic-
turesque Valley in the western
Himalayas, near this tourist
resort, beckon you to put on
your skis and slide away at your
pleasure - thanks to a newly-
imported "snow gun".

It was used for the first time
on Thursday night to freeze
snow in Solang -- popular
among skiers for its great snow
and steep pistes just 13 km uphill
from Manali -- where the coun-
try's first artificial snow park has
been set up to boost tourism in
the region. The brain behind the
venture, set up on a private land,
is international skier Roshan Lal
Thakur, who has long been
associated with the Winter
Games Federation of India.

"We have procured a snow
gun from Europe with a cost of
Rs 60 lakh. For the first time we

used the gun on (Thursday)
night to form the snow," Thakur
told IANS. "By using 60,000-
70,000 litres of water, we man-
aged to freeze over one feet of
snow spread over a 100 metre
radius," he added.

This year, the Solang ski
slopes are not adequately cov-
ered with the natural snow and
skiers were desperately awaiting
the onset of heavy snowfall.

During this period, the
slopes are normally covered in
three to four feet of snow.

The initiative to set up the
snow park has brought cheer to
the faces of members of the hos-
pitality industry.

They feel renting out the
snow park to the skiers will
boost adventure-related tourism
in the Kullu-Manali region, a hot
spot for tourists, which is fol-
lowed by Shimla and
Dharamsala.

Besides skiing, tourists can
also indulge in sledging at the
snow park, where the entry fee
is �500 per person.
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The Modi Government on
Friday approved new rules

governing India’s coastlines
keeping tourism promotion,
employment generation and
economic development along
with nature conservation in
mind. The new regulations
stipulate a No Development
Zone (NDZ) of 20 metres from
the High Tide Line (HTL) for
all islands, but allows tempo-
rary tourist facilities on the
beaches, falling under the
Coastal Regulation Zone-III,
like shacks and changing
rooms. The temporary tourism
facilities would, however, have
to be 10m from the High Tide
Line. 

The Union Cabinet chaired
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi approved the Coastal
Regulation Zone (CRZ)
Notification, 2018, wherein it
delegated powers to give clear-
ances to projects falling in
CRZ-II and III at the State level
with necessary guidance.

“The proposed CRZ
Notification, 2018 will lead to
enhanced activities in the

coastal regions thereby pro-
moting economic growth while
also respecting the conserva-
tion principles of coastal
regions. It will not only result
in significant employment gen-
eration but also to better life
and add value to the economy
of India. The new notification
is expected to rejuvenate the
coastal areas while reducing
their vulnerabilities,” an official
statement said.

The CRZ notification was
last reviewed and issued in
2011. The move comes in the
backdrop of a series of repre-

sentations received by the
Environment Ministry from
various coastal States/UTs and
other stakeholders.

“Temporary tourism facil-
ities such as shacks, toilet
blocks, change rooms, drinking
water facilities etc. have now
been permitted on beaches.
Such temporary tourism facil-
ities are also now permissible
in the NDZ of the CRZ-III
areas as per the Notification.
However, a minimum distance
of 10m from HTL should be
maintained for setting up of
such facilities,” the statement

said.
The notification also

streamlined the process of CRZ
clearances and only projects
located in the CRZ-I
(Ecologically Sensitive Areas)
and CRZ IV (area covered
between Low Tide Line and 12
nautical miles seaward) will
now be dealt by the Union
Environment Ministry for
clearance.

“The powers for clearances
with respect to CRZ-II and III
have been delegated at the
State level with necessary guid-
ance,” the statement said.

“For islands close to the
main land coast and for all
backwater islands in the main
land, in wake of space limita-
tions and unique geography of
such regions, bringing unifor-
mity in treatment of such
regions, NDZ of 20 m has been
stipulated,” it added.

All ecologically sensitive
areas have been accorded spe-
cial importance and specific
guidelines related to their con-
servation and management
plans have been drawn up as a
part of the notification.

“Pollution abatement has
been accorded special focus. In
order to address pollution in
Coastal areas treatment facili-
ties have been made permissi-
ble activities in CRZ-I B area
subject to necessary safeguards.
Defence and strategic projects
have been accorded necessary
dispensation,” it said.

According to the state-
ment, as per CRZ, 2011
Notification, for CRZ-II
(Urban) areas, Floor Space
Index (FSI) or the Floor Area
Ratio (FAR) had been frozen as
per 1991 Development Control
Regulation levels.
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India for the first time will
host an international level

competition of Unmanned
Aerial Vehicles (UAV) named
“Drone Olympics.’’ It will be
held during the forthcoming
international aerospace exhi-
bition Aero India 2019 in
February next year at
Bengaluru. The top three win-
ners of the drone competition
will be honoured with total
cash prize of �38 lakh.
Aerospace exhibition will take
place from February 20 to 24.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is likely to inaugurate it.

Giving details of the unique
event, Defence Ministry
sources said here on Friday it
will not only encourage the
UAV manufacturing in the
country but will also provide an
opportunity to the armed

forces to assess the capabilities
that exist in the world.

The market of UAV is one
of the fastest growing in the
world and role of the UAVs in
defence sector is ever increas-
ing on account of new features

being added to them making
these machines fit for intelli-
gence, surveillance, reconnais-
sance, electronic warfare and
strike missions, they said.

As regards the Drone
Olympics, officials said it is

open to both Indian and inter-
national players.  Three cate-
gories of events include sur-
veillance challenge to deter-
mine surveillance capability,
supply drop challenge to assess
the weight dropping capabili-
ty of the UAV and formation
flying challenge to demon-
strate different shapes with
group of UAVs.  A newly
designed webpage was
launched on Friday for Drone
Olympics for registration of
UV players.

On the Aero India 2019
event, they said it will be the
12th edition of the biennial
exhibition.  The coming event
will see Indian origin US astro-
naut Sunita William attending
the show and other women
achievers will also be present
there, officials said.  

For the first time, the coun-
try’s civil aviation exhibition

will be subsumed into the
upcoming edition of Aero
India.  So far, Aero India has
been defence oriented while a
separate civil aviation exhibi-
tion was held in Hyderabad.

The biennial Aero India
began in 1996 and has emerged
as the largest aerospace exhi-
bition in Asia attracting all
major aerospace manufacturers
around the globe given India’s
large armed forces looking at
major modernisation.
Yelahanka Air Force station in
Bengaluru has hosted all the 11
editions so far.  The tag line of
Aero India 2019 is “runway for
a billion opportunities.” The
logo is inspired by indigenous
Light Combat Aircraft (LCA)
Tejas.

Several firsts are planned in
the 12th edition of the show
which includes a round table of
global Chief Executive Officers

(CEO), a student’s event, aca-
demic seminars and photogra-
phy contests.

The CEOs round table is
scheduled on the inaugural
day and in which about 15-20
CEOs from global aerospace
majors are expected to partic-
ipate

Students will be encour-
aged to present projects related
to the industry and is being pro-
moted and monitored by the
Defence Ministry. A Joint
Secretary in the ministry is
overseeing the effort, they said.
Two international level acade-
mic seminars based are also
planned.  

There will be two photog-
raphy competitions, one before
and one during the event, the
official said and added that
there will be two categories, one
for professional and one for the
general public.
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Concerned over the fall in
onion prices, the

Government on Friday dou-
bled the export incentive for
the kitchen staple to boost
shipments and ensure better
returns for farmers. At present,
onion traders get 5 per cent
export incentive on fresh crop
under the Merchandise Exports
from India Scheme (MEIS).
Commerce Minister Suresh
Prabhu has sought �179.16
crore from the Finance
Ministry to double the incen-
tives for onion exporters amid
significant fall in prices of the
vegetable. 

Meanwhile, seeking to pro-
vide relief to coconut growers,
the Cabinet Committee on
Economic Affairs (CCEA) on
Friday announced a steep hike
in minimum support price of
copra by up to �2,170 per
quintal to �9,521-9,920 for
2018-19 season. The MSP
(minimum support price) of
ball copra has been increased
by �2,170 per quintal to �9,920

per quintal for the 2018-19 sea-
son from �7,750 per quintal in
the last year, an official state-
ment said. The support price of
milling copra has been raised
by �2,010 per quintal to �9,521
per quintal for the current
year from �7,511 per quintal in
the last year.

In a communication to
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley,
Prabhu said the Ministry of
Commerce is keen to increase
export incentives under MEIS
from 5 per cent to 10 per cent.
Under Merchandise Exports
from India Scheme (MEIS), the
government provides duty ben-

efits depending on product
and country.

“The Government today
increased the export incen-
tives under the MEIS from
existing 5 per cent to 10 per
cent in the interest of farmers,”
an official statement said.

This will result in better
price for onion in domestic
markets. Wholesale prices of
onion are ‘subdued’ at present
due to increase in the arrival of
the fresh crop in the mandis, it
said.

“To contain the situation, it
has been decided by the gov-
ernment to encourage export of

onions so that the domestic
prices stabilise,” the statement
said. With the current increase,
onion enjoys one of the high-
est incentives for agro-exports.
This timely intervention would
help the farmers who have
recently harvested their pro-
duce and who have sowed or
recently planted their seeds
and expected better prices, it
added.

In July 2018, the
Government had introduced 5
per cent export incentive for
fresh onions. 

India’s exports of fresh and
chilled onion stood at $256
million during April-October
2018-19. 

It was $511.5 million in
2017-18.  Good monsoon in
states like Karnataka, Gujarat
and Madhya Pradesh has led to
huge production of onion,
resulting in less demand from
south and north region. 

Due to this, onion from
Maharashtra has not been
transported to other states,
which caused a glut and sharp
decline in prices.
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The Union Cabinet on
Friday approved the draft

National Commission for
Indian Systems of Medicine
(NCIM) Bill, 2018, which seeks
to replace the existing regula-
tor, the Central Council for
Indian Medicine (CCIM), with
a new body to ensure trans-
parency and accountability.

The draft Bill provides for
the constitution of a National
Commission with four
autonomous boards entrusted
with conducting overall edu-
cation of Ayurveda under the
Board of Ayurveda and Unani,
Siddha and Sowarigpa under
the Board of Unani, Siddha and
Sowarigpa.

There are two common
boards namely Board of assess-
ment and rating to assess and
grant permission to educa-
tional institutions of Indian sys-
tems of Medicine and Board of
ethics and registration of prac-
titioners of Indian systems of
medicine to maintain National

Register and ethical issues relat-
ing to practice under the
National Commission for
Indian Medicine, the state-
ment stated.

Union Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad said, “It also
proposes a common entrance
exam and an exit exam, which
all graduates will have to clear
to get practicing licenses.
Further, a teacher’s eligibility
test has been proposed in the
Bill to assess the standard of
teachers before appointment
and promotions.” Till now
things were adhoc, he added.

Prasad said the govern-
ment was committed to pro-
mote Indian System of
Medicine, from Ayurveda to
Siddha to Unani. “But it is
equally important that we
remain alive to having value
addition in terms of eligibility,
quality, in terms of having a
system which produces quali-
ty practitioners and quality
teachers. It is a major step in
this direction,” he said.

The draft Bill, according to
the statement, is aimed at
bringing reforms in the med-
ical education of Indian med-
icine sector in lines with the
National Medical Commission
proposed for setting up for
Allopathy system of medicine.

The proposed regulatory
structure will enable trans-
parency and accountability for
protecting the interests of the
general public, it said.

The NCIM will promote
availability of affordable health-
care services in all parts of the
country, according to the 
statement.
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Union Home Minister
Rajnath Singh on Friday

informed Lok Sabha that the
Centre is committed to demo-
cratic process in Jammu &
Kashmir, while replying to the
debate on the Statutory
Resolution on the imposition of
President’s Rule in the troubled
state. The Statutory Resolution
on imposition of President’s
Rule in Jammu & Kashmir,
which requires Parliament’s
approval, was adopted with
voice vote amid din in the
House. The Opposition termed
the decision to dissolve the
Assembly as “unconstitutional”. 

Countering the arguments
of the Opposition parties, the
Home Minister said that no
party in the Assembly was in a
position to form the
Government even a day before
the decision to impose
President’s Rule. He also reject-
ed claims of some Opposition
parties that the BJP was prop-
ping up a regional party under
the leadership of Sajjad Lone to

form Government, saying if his
party had such an intention, it
would have done so within six
months of the Governor’s Rule.

“The Government doesn’t
conduct elections but the
Government is ready for elec-
tion. It is the responsibility of
the Election Commission to
hold elections... We are totally
committed to democratic
process,” he said. The Minister
assured the House that securi-
ty requirement of the Election
Commission will be met for
free and fair Assembly election
in the State.

Soon after imposition of
the Governor’s Rule in June,
Singh said, the Governor’s

report of June 19 to the
President indicated that no
party or coalition of parties in
the state was in a position to
form government. The
Statutory Resolution will now
go to Rajya Sabha for approval.

Initiating the debate,
Congress MP Shashi Tharoor
said Governor Satya Pal Malik
acted in “gross violation” of the
Supreme Court order in SR
Bommai case that had stated
that whether an alliance has a
majority or not can be decid-
ed only on the floor of the
assembly. Malik’s decision to
impose Governor’s rule after
the NC, PDP and the Congress
made a move to form the
Government in the State was
also in “violation” of the
Sarkaria Commission’s guide-
lines on Centre-state relations,
he said.

Trinamool Congress’
Saugata Roy termed the
Governor’s decision as “arbi-
trary” and claimed the Centre
had propped up a rival alliance
led by Sajjad Lone, who had the
support of “only two MLAs”. 
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The CBI has registered two
separate cases of illegal

trafficking of women and chil-
dren to the United States of
America and Kenya. 

Both the cases were regis-
tered on Thursday and the
first relates to a complaint
from the US embassy which
reported that an attempt was
made by a woman Gagan
Gupta, in August last year, to
smuggle four minor children to
that country allegedly using
assumed identities of four stu-
dents of St Joseph’s Convent in
Shaheed Bhagat Singh Nagar
district in Punjab. Five persons
have been named as accused in
the case. The second case reg-
istered following a reference
from the Ministry of External
Affairs which stated an unreg-
istered recruitment agency was
involved in trafficking girls
and women to Kenya on the
pretext of providing them
employment.  

The embassy said that the
staff of United Airlines-83
flight stopped them from
boarding the flight as the faces
of four children did match
with their photographs in the
passport, according to the us
Embassy complaint to the CBI,
which is now part of the FIR. 

However, their passports
were not seized and they were
allowed to leave the Indira
Gandhi International Airport.
The airline staff did not contact
the local police but it provid-
ed photos of the minor sub-
jects, of the passports and the
airline tickets to the embassy
officials. 

During inquiry by the
embassy, it surfaced visas
issued to the kids were part of
a school group from St Joseph
Convent for which a trip to the
United States was organised by
Click Education Services Pvt

Limited.
The school was allegedly

sending its students for a cul-
tural trip to the US for which
the passports of student and
staff were collected by an agent
promising them to help in the
visa process. The agent alleged-
ly tried to send four of its clients
on the assumed identity by pro-
viding them passports of the
students to whom the visas
were issued for the cultural trip. 

The embassy conducted
its own enquiry and managed
to get vital information before
it sent a detailed complaint on
February 7 this year to the CBI. 

The five named in the case
include Balraj Singh of Kings
Punjab Travels, a travel agency
besides other agents which
include Gagan Gupta, Chetan
Sabharwal, Lovepreet Singh
and Tilak Raj. 

The second case has been
registered on a complaint from
the External Affairs Ministry
that Indian embassy in Nairobi,
Kenya has rescued three young
girls who were allegedly traf-
ficked to Mombassa on the
pretext of giving employment as
dancers but were coerced into
prostitution, The girls were
taken to Nairobi by Shama
Javaid Deen, a Kenyan nation-
al and an agent Aryan who
allegedly ran an “organised
crime syndicate” which involved
her family members too.

“It appears that the above
mentioned persons are running
a human trafficking network by
pushing young Indian girls
into prostitution abroad with a
false promise of good job and
salary”, Col Rahul Dutt,
Director (Overseas
Employment) said in com-
plaint in March, 2018.  

“They were forced to con-
sume alcohol and smoke
against their will and were
also being coerced to enter into
prostitution. 
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Congress President Sonia
Gandhi will convene a

meeting of General Body meet-
ing of the Congress
Parliamentary Party (CPP) on
January 2 to discuss the
remaining course of action
within Parliament scheduled
till January 8 and also deliber-
ate upon issues related to
General elections 2019, the
alliance partners and other
strategy for the party ahead.
The grand old party also
observed its 134th Foundation
Day with Rahul Gandhi hoist-
ing the party’s flag at its head-
quarters on Friday. 

Sources said that CPP
meeting will be presided as
Sonia as she continues to be
head of CPP after stepping
down as Party president last

year which was taken over by
Rahul Gandhi.

A Congress MP said that
though he was not aware of the
agenda of the CPP, but assumed
that Rahul Gandhi’s success in
the recent concluded assembly
polls may be discussed and the
new chart of action for the Lok
Sabha polls. A decision to
reached out to “like-minded
parties” to defeat the BJP in the
next general election could
also be discussed. 

In her last year CPP address
this year, Sonia had said that the
party needs to ready itself for
the challenge. “I will work with
the Congress president (rahul
Gandhi) and other colleagues in
discussions with like-minded
political parties to ensure that
in the next election the BJP is
defeated and India is restored to
a democratic, inclusive, secular,

tolerant and economically pro-
gressive path,” she had said in
February 2018. 

Celebrating the founda-
tion day on Friday, the party
stated it will continue to fight
the propagators of hate with
peace, unity and love. On the
occasion, Rahul Gandhi
acknowledged the selfless ser-
vice and contribution of lead-
ers and workers in building the
party.

The event was attended
by senior party leaders, includ-
ing former prime minister
Manmohan Singh, Rajasthan
Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot
and former defence minister
AK Antony. Top party leaders
Ahmed Patel, Ghulam Nabi
Azad, Motilal Vora and Kapil
Sibal were also present on the
occasion during which a cake
was also cut.
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New Delhi: Days after the
Union Health Ministry
dumped its plan to set up �100
crore fund for treatment of rare
diseases, its research wing, the
Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR) is mulling
formation of a task force to
promote therapeutic research
and expedite new drug devel-
opment for the sector.

However, Ministry’s U turn
after it had announced fund of
�100 crore under the National
policy for the rare diseases has
upset the patients and their
families who cannot afford
huge treatment cost.

The Ministry recently
decided to “reframe” the poli-
cy citing bureaucratic hurdles
and financial shortage.

Compounding the prob-
lem is the fact that there are
some rare diseases like

Gaucher, MPS, Pompe,
Duchenne Muscular
Dystrophy, Spinal Muscular
Atrophy etc., for which treat-
ment is available but is unaf-
fordable due to exorbitant costs.
In many cases, the treatment
has been seen to drastically
improve the quality of life of a
patient. The high cost of treat-
ment, thus, increases inequal-
ity with respect to access to
treatment for rare disease
patients. A senior official from
the MInistry said that theI
CMR’s task force studies are
national initiatives that are
centrally planned, coordinated
and implemented on a multi-
centric basis. 

The projects have defined
targets and specific timeframe.
With the new programme, the
ICMR is encouraging
researchers in areas such as clin-

ical and molecular genetics,
genomics, bioinformatics and
new drug development to col-
laborate and come up with
innovative plans to tackle
orphan diseases. Infact, the
Council has already started
accepting proposals from
researchers. Apart from R&D,
the task force will explore
options to improve diagnostic,
prenatal diagnostic and coun-
selling facilities across the coun-
try.. Short-term training pro-
grammes for clinicians to recog-
nise and diagnose rare genetic
diseases are also on the cards.

It is estimated that one in
20 Indians is affected by one of
the 7,000 diseases listed as
rare diseases. Last year, the
ICMR had joined hands with
AIIMS and JNU to launch the
country’s first Rare Disease
Registry. PNS
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Globally, ‘veterans’ naturally
gravitate towards conserva-
tive parties as the Centrist
and Left-of-Centre parties are
traditionally perceived to be

‘soft on security’. The Republican Party in
the US and the Conservative Party (the
Tories) in the UK usually garner more sup-
port than the Democratic Party or the
Labour Party, respectively. With politics
assuming more nationalistic undertones,
political appropriation and positing of the
‘soldiers’ and their ostensibly-related caus-
es has become more blatant and common-
place. UK Prime Minister Theresa May had
slammed FIFA’s decision to disallow
English football players from wearing
‘poppy’ lapels (in remembrance of soldiers
who died in wars) as “utterly outrageous”;
whereas US President Donald Trump
came back from the Bastille Day military
parade in Paris, wanting to replicate and
top the same with his own version of a
grand military parade. Clearly, centering
the ‘soldier’ makes for good politics. 

However, beyond the immediate trac-
tion, overplaying the symbolic hand on this
tact without doing anything concrete or
meaningful has diminishing returns.
Already, the unprecedented cuts in the UK’s
Department for Work and Pensions, affect-
ing the ‘veterans’, have made ‘ex-service per-
sonnel account for one in 10 rough sleep-
ers across the UK’. Indeed, in the US,
Trump’s shocking mock of the post-trau-
matic stress disorder (PTSD)-affected sol-
diers or the ‘privatisation’ of the veteran
health services, militate against the pro-
fessed concerns for the uniformed frater-
nity. The lazy perception that these men
and women of honour could join the
Administration of the ruling political dis-
pensations as ‘trophy-candidates’ and loyal
‘yes-men’, to project militaristic muscular-
ity, patriotism and decisiveness on the
bankrolling party, is slowly coming undone.
It is true that the institutional ethos and
regimental/corps spirit bequeaths these
combatants with certain outwardly machis-
mo, steel and heroic ‘branding’, but beyond
the razzmatazz of their medals, uniforms
and swagger, lie decades of hands-on
experience, blood-sweat-toil in disturbed
areas and years of training and reflection
that make these people amongst the most
balanced and nuanced individuals who do
not suffer from knee-jerk reactions. 

Usually, what comes as a surprise to the
politicos is the latent gravitas, inherent
sense of self-respect and the undying
spirit of speaking the truth (gently but sure-
ly), that ultimately make the political
masters uncomfortable in their midst. The
retired Marine Corps General James Mattis
(who recently quit as the US Secretary of
Defence) is famous for telling his troops:
“You are part of the world’s most feared and
trusted force. Engage your brain before
your weapon.” 

The healthy institutional
diversity within the ‘barracks’
and the societal bonhomie
under the most trying of cir-
cumstances make these veter-
ans life-long believers in plural-
ity and ‘inclusiveness’ that is
above the regressive divides
that beset and define partisan
politics.

Combatants are also hard-
wired into believing “dissent is
not disloyalty”, albeit, expressed
in a certain form with the req-
uisite context, form and digni-
ty. Thus, the unmalleable spir-
it of ‘brothers-in-arms’ that
swears only to the hallowed
Constitutional spirit of the
nation, riles against the politi-
cal necessities, compromises
and bigotry that usually accom-
pany partisan politics. 

Contrary to some carica-
turised perceptions, soldiers
are not war-mongering or
blood-lusting cadres, as the
nobility of the soldiers code
ensures a more professional,
rationale and reasonable
instinct that differentiates a sol-
dier from a mercenary.  The
legendary General Douglas
MacArthur famously said:
“The soldier above all prays for
peace, for it is the soldier who
must suffer and bear the deep-
est wounds and scars of war”.

The recent case of a similar
realisation dawned on the draft-
evader, Trump, who, in order to
inject some testosterone of mus-
cularity that befitted his con-
tours of ‘America First’, got car-
ried over by the Captain
America-like superhero image
of the iconic, four-star General,

James Mattis (popularly known
as ‘mad dog’ and ‘warrior
monk’), and inducted him as the
Secretary of Defence. 

Perhaps, unknown to
Trump was the erudition,
sagacity and profundity that
also came along with the
Pattonesque-persona, whose
real-time combat experience
was enhanced by the scholar-
ship that came with a person-
al library of over 7,000 books,
unlike the empty rhetoric and
vacuous bluster of a Donald
Trump. The officer-like conduct
in Mattis had insisted on a cer-
tain decorum and dignity in
engaging with the allies, and not
in the fanciful flights of tem-
peramental rants that define
Trump. Mattis’ exit and inabil-
ity to get along with Trump
mirrored the similar fate that
beset other veterans, like the
previous National Security
Advisor, Lt Gen McMaster. 

Historically, in India, too,
veterans-turned-politicians have
been amongst the most respect-
ed, well-read and responsible
leaders like the classic cavalier
Jaswant Singh, Maj Gen
Khanduri and Rajesh Pilot —
each of who did imminent jus-
tice and service to their respec-
tive political parties and admin-
istrative responsibilities.
However, in the last few years,
a new phenomenon emerged of
newsroom-warriors plumed in
their regimental regalia, thun-
dering political invectives and
positions dominating the
prime-time slots. Thankfully,
time and tide forced some into
introspection, reflection and

realisation that the politicos
appropriated and misused the
imagery of the ‘soldier’ for their
own partisan purposes and
basically the institutional inter-
ests and concerns remained
unanswered, as before. 

Election time is always
fraught with the risk of such
tactical propping of veterans as
‘show-horses’ for posturing
patriotism and political muscu-
larity. Care must be taken to
ensure that the apolitical-con-
struct and wiring of the Armed
Forces is respected, and no ‘fir-
ing from the shoulders’ of
these veterans is done to justi-
fy political pettiness, nefarious
designs and selfish electoral
objectives. 

Like the veterans of yore,
no implied extension of their
military service should be
encouraged to suggest an ‘insti-
tutional’ preference towards
any political party — the veter-
ans should propagate their par-
tisan preferences in their indi-
vidual capacity and certainly
not on behalf of the ‘institution.
A delicate line must be main-
tained. Irrespective of the polit-
ical parties, matters concerning
the ‘soldier’ have remained
unaddressed and in crunch sit-
uations, the discomfort of
politicians with the perspective
and concerns of the ‘soldiers’ —
be it in the US, UK or India —
has led to the steady diminish-
ment of the ‘institution’ in the
national narrative. 

(The writer, a military vet-
eran, is a former Lt Governor of
Andaman & Nicobar Islands
and Puducherry)
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Sir — This refers to the report,
“Terror bids foiled in nick of time”
(December 27). The timely inter-
vention of the National
Investigation Agency (NIA) saved
the nation from a great deal of
chaos. That the investigative body
seized a huge stash of bomb-mak-
ing materials and a country-
made rocket launcher from the
terrorists’ hideouts, testifies their
very intent. It is now up for the
NIA to make a water-tight case
against these terrorists,  undertake
a thorough enquiry to get an in-
depth details about their plans
and modus operandi. Political
parties must not politicise this
matter to score brownie points.

Yvonne Fernando
Chennai 
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Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial,  “Annus Horribi l is”
(December 27). I totally agree
with the views expressed in the
editorial. This past year, the
BJP has seen many ups and
downs. However, despite the
many losses, the Indian elec-

torate bestows faith on the Prime
Minister who still enjoys massive
popularity. His charisma is intact
and his credibility remains
strong. 

A little jerk was the most
essential for the BJP to unshack-
le it from day-dreaming about
the Modi wave. That alone can-
not lead it to register victory in
the 2019 General Election. 

Honestly, there is no close

substitute to Modi yet. It should,
therefore, not be troublesome for
the BJP to get back to track once
again. 

All they need is proper strat-
egy and a tactical plan to harmo-
niously tie up with allies in
regional areas and build robust
bond with the electorate to
defeat the nemesis. 

Kirti Wadhawan
Kanpur
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Sir — This refers to the report,
“LS criminalises triple talaq”
(December 28). While the Lok
Sabha successfully passed the
triple talaq Bill yesterday, its
journey will not be so smooth in
the Upper House. Already, oppo-
sition parties, including the
Congress, the Trinamool

Congress and the Samajwadi
Party, staged a walk-out. Further,
the ruling party does not have the
numbers in the Rajya Sabha. 

Most Muslim countries have
discarded this practice. In fact, a
section of the Indian Muslims,
too, do not follow it. It is also a fact
that attributing criminality and
imprisoning of Muslim men
would have a cascading effect on
the livelihood of the affected
family. Reform must happen but
one that benefits the community.

Syed Nissar 
Hyderabad
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Sir — This refers to the editor-
ial, “Moment to movement”
(December 28). Harassment or
sexual exploitation against any
gender can never be justified. It
is of utmost importance that no
innocent man/woman becomes
a victim of allegations. It’s the
duty of the courts to punish and
fine those against whom allega-
tions have been proved right.

Mahesh Kumar
Via email
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On December 14, 2018, Prime
Minister Imran Khan
uploaded two short videos of

eminent Islamic scholar Dr Israr
Ahmed. I am not quite sure which
year the videos were from but they
were obviously at least eight years
old, since he passed away in 2010. In
one of the videos, Ahmed quotes an
excerpt from a diary written by Dr
Riaz Ali Shah, who was a physician
of Pakistan’s founder, Muhammad
Ali Jinnah, when the latter was suf-
fering from tuberculosis. Jinnah
passed away in September 1948.

In the video, Ahmed informed
his audience that he had picked the
excerpt from an article published
in a September 1988 edition of the
Urdu daily Jang — 40 years after

Jinnah’s demise. Ahmed quoted the
1988 newspaper article about Riaz
Ali’s ‘diary’ in which he wrote  that
as Jinnah lay on his bed suffering
from tuberculosis, he (Jinnah)
spoke about his vision of a Pakistan
that would be an Islamic state, or
a 20th century manifestation of a
state, constructed during the rule
of  Is lam’s  f irst  four cal iphs
(Khilafat-i-Rashida).

Riaz was one of the four doctors
present during Jinnah’s last hours.
According to an article in the Pulse
Fortnightly written by Lt Gen (Rtd)
M Ahmad Akhtar and published on
November 1, 2014, four physicians
accompanied Jinnah when he trav-
elled to the vacation resort of
Ziarat in Balochistan. They were:
Dr M Ali Mistri, Dr Illahi Bakhsh,
Dr Ghulam Muhammad and Dr
Riaz Ali Shah. Dr Mistri was
Jinnah’s personal physician who,
according to Lt Gen Akhtar, had
moved to Karachi from Bombay on
Jinnah’s request after the creation of
Pakistan.

Nothing was reported about

Jinnah’s ‘last words’ as such until the
appearance of a book in 1978 by Dr
Illahi Bakhsh, which was re-printed
by the Oxford University Press in
2012. Dr Illahi’s book, With the
Quaid-i-Azam during his Last Days,
is largely a detailed account of the
Quaid’s illness and how Jinnah tried
to live with it. There is nothing in the
book about a man ravaged by a crip-
pling disease but one lucidly advo-
cating the creation of an Islamic state.

There is also a PDF copy avail-
able online of an Urdu translation
of Dr Il lahi Bakhsh’s book.
However, attached to it is an Urdu
translation of notes supposedly
kept by Riaz Ali Shah in a diary. The
notes appear in the shape of a book-
let called Quaid-i-Azam Kay Akhri
Lamhaat (The Quaid’s Last
Moments). It does not mention the
date of publication. It is not avail-
able in any of the major bookstores
in Pakistan nor on Amazon. And it
is not mentioned in the long list of
books and papers on Jinnah that
appears on the Government of
Pakistan’s website dedicated to the

study of Pakistan’s founder.
In a 2003 article for The

Concept, Raja A Khan wrote that
the booklet by Dr Shah was pub-
lished in 1950. However, Raja only
speaks about Jinnah sharing his
views on Kashmir with Riaz. One
wonders though, how many diverse
topics the founder was discussing
with the good doctor during his
very last moments. What is more
important is that after going
through the online version of the
booklet, I found no mention of
Jinnah speaking to Dr Shah about
the idea of the caliphate.

The booklet is only scarcely ref-
erenced in the papers and books
written on Jinnah. Moreover, when-
ever it is, as in Masud-ul-Hasan’s
Anecdotes of Quaid-i-Azam (1976)
and in an article in the 2002 issue of
South Asian Studies, they simply
quote Riaz as saying that Jinnah’s last
spoken words were, “Allah, Pakistan.”
Therefore, Imran Khan may have
gotten a tad too excited — like an
impressionable teenager — after
coming across the mentioned clip of

Dr Ahmed. Without much thought,
the Prime Minister used it in the
same manner in which Jinnah was
concocted by the Gen Zia dictator-
ship in the 1980s.

This is why I believe the confu-
sion in this respect is rooted in what
transpired during the Zia regime. For
example, only quotes of Jinnah that
had the word ‘Islam’ in them were
allowed to be used in state-owned
media. From 1978 onward, the
sequence of words of Jinnah’s motto,
“unity, faith, discipline” was switched
to “faith, unity, discipline.” 

In 1982, a portrait of Jinnah
painted by artist Ahmad S Nagi was
replaced in the waiting lounge of the
Karachi Airport just because it
showed Jinnah wearing a suit and a
tie. An article on Nagi that appeared
in the September 2, 2006 edition of
Dawn said that the painting was fin-
ished in 1944 and then brought to
Karachi after the creation of Pakistan.
It was placed in the airport lounge
but replaced in 1982 with another
portrait of Jinnah in which he is seen
wearing a sherwani.

Then in 1983, the Zia regime
gleefully announced the ‘discovery’
of a diary kept by the founder in
which he had expressed his desire
of an Islamic state. KK Thomas, in
the 1998 issue of Asian Recorder,
and author Khaled Ahmed in his
2001 book Pakistan: Behind the
Ideology Mask: Facts About Great
Men We Don’t Want to Know, write
that the state-owned media enthu-
siastically began discussing the
contents of the so-called diary.

According to Ahmad, Jinnah’s
personal secretary, KH Khursheed
and veteran Muslim Leaguer,
Mumtaz Daultana, challenged the
discovery. Consequently, the claim
was quietly dropped. Most inter-
esting is the similarity between
what Zia claimed Jinnah wrote in
his diary and what Dr Ahmed
claimed Dr Riaz wrote in his. One
can thus conclude that may be a
third party was involved who, for
political reasons, concurrently
ascribed the mentioned quotes to
Jinnah as well as Dr Riaz.

(Courtesy: Dawn)
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The global climate change negotiation under
the United Nations Framework Convention
on Climate Change (UNFCCC) is held

periodically under the aegis of the Conference of
Parties (CoP). The 24th CoP to the UNFCCC,
COP24, was held in Katowice, Poland, from
December 2 to 14. After the historic Paris
Agreement on Climate Change in 2015, the
Katowice meet was the most significant. It was
supposed to lay down the contours for climate
change action plans. This year marked the dead-
line, as agreed by signatories of the Paris
Agreement, to adopt a “work programme for the
implementation” of commitments that were
made in 2015. An analysis of the decision taken
in CoP24 clearly indicates that the shadow of the
US’ withdrawal from the climate change talk is
over. A new global leadership has emerged and
India is leading from the front. 

Thanks to Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
leadership, his actions, determination and
dynamism ensured that the commitments made
at the 2015 United Nations Climate Change
Conference, COP 21, reached the ultimate goal
despite the many problems faced by our country,
most important of them pertaining to the growth
in population. The second most important leader
in the global climate leadership is French
President Emmanuel Macron, who readily agreed
to Prime Minister Modi’s proposal for setting up
the International Solar Alliance (ISA), which was
signed by both leaders earlier this year. More than
120 countries have become signatories to the ISA.
In October 2018, more than 48 countries along
with 25 heads of states attended the ISA confer-
ence that was hosted by India. 

Another reason for the progress of climate-
related talks is the trust factor. Most low and
middle income countries bestowed faith in
Prime Minister Modi’s capability to steer the cli-
mate change proceedings due to his stature as
a global leader. The only other country that
holds similar potential is China. But then, it suf-
fers from trust deficit. It would be worthwhile
to discuss some of the takeaways from the
CoP24 and India’s role in the successful conclu-
sion of the climate change conference. Prior to
this, we saw the then Minister for Environment,
Forest and Climate Change, Jairam Ramesh, reg-
istering similar impact on India’s idea of climate
diplomacy. Ramesh also espoused the cause of
the developing world.

Global rules are necessary to ensure that
every percentage of the emission released into
the atmosphere is accounted for. In this way,
progress towards the limitation goals of the Paris
Agreement can be measured  accurately.
Currently, climate actions of rich nations for the
pre-2020 period are being guided by the Kyoto
Protocol. The UN climate change conference
adopted a rulebook for the implementation of
the Paris Agreement only after protracted
negotiations. This deal is meant for climate
action by all countries across the globe. 

Its success was explained by Michal Kurtyka,
CoP24 president: “We have worked on this
(Katowice) package for three years. With 200
countries in the room, it is not easy to find
agreement on a deal so specific and technical.
But under these circumstances, every single step

forward is a big achievement.”
The Katowice climate package

includes guidelines that will opera-
tionalise the transparency framework.
It sets out how countries will provide
information about their Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs)
that describe their domestic climate
actions. This information includes
mitigation and adaptation measures as
well as details of financial support for
climate action in developing countries. 

With this, countries can chalk out
a roadmap for the implementation of
the Paris Accord that covers the peri-
od from now till 2020. The Katowice
package also includes guidelines for
establishing new targets on finance
from 2025 onwards to follow on from
the current target of mobilising $100
billion per year from 2020 to support
developing countries. The other guide-
lines include how to conduct the glob-
al stock-taking of the effectiveness of
climate action in 2023 and how to assess
progress on the development and
transfer of technology by the developed
nations. The guidelines, known as the
Paris rulebook, will promote trust
among nations that all countries are
playing their part in addressing the
challenge of climate change. 

The word ‘trust’ signifies the most
positive outcome of the Katowice
Conference. However, issues that still
have to be taken into account circle the
use of cooperative approaches as well
as the sustainable development mech-
anism, as contained in the Paris
Agreement’s Article 6. These would
allow countries to meet a part of their
domestic mitigation goals through the
use of so-called ‘market mechanisms.’ 

On this matter, the Paris Agreement

recognises the need for global rules to
safeguard the integrity of efforts of all
countries. It is hoped that this issue will
be decided in future meetings, and
India is expected to play a key role.

The Indian delegation reiterated
its stand with overwhelming support
that the Paris Climate Agreement was
“non-negotiable” and there could be
no compromise on the basic princi-
ples such as equity and common but
differentiated responsibilities and
respective capabilities. It effectively
countered the attempts of rich coun-
tries, led by the US and the European
Union, to dilute this provision. 

India stressed the need for using
scientific findings on climate change
and welcomed the recent
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change’s (IPCC) Special Report,
which said that human activities are
estimated to have caused approximate-
ly one degrees celsius of global warm-
ing above the pre-industrial levels and
are currently increasing at 0.2 degrees
celsius per decade.

India in its statement stood for the
poor, marginalised and vulnerable
communities as they are worst-hit by
the vagaries of climate change. On the
first day of CoP24, India made it clear
to the world that it was well on
course to achieve all its climate targets
much ahead of the deadline it set for
itself. It asked its developed counter-
parts to meet their obligations, includ-
ing those relating to providing finan-
cial and technological help to the
developing countries. 

The Institute for Energy Economic
and Financial Analysis (IEEFA), a US-
based organisation that conducts
research and analysis on financial and

economic issues related to energy and
environment, showed that India was
likely to attain the goal of having 40 per
cent of its electricity generation com-
ing from renewable sources by the year
2020, instead of the original target of
2030. It said that by the year 2027,
renewable energies like solar, wind and
biomass would generate about 275
GW of electricity, comprising 44 per
cent of India’s total power generation
of 619 GW. Hydro and nuclear energy,
which are also considered as clean
sources of energy, would contribute
another 80 GW or about 13 per cent.

The Government, however, needs
to take some more pro-active action,
especially in tackling the landscape.
This (because India is a tropical
nation facing  the vagaries of climate
change) has already started affecting
its landscape and consequently the
livelihoods of the poor. It has caused
uncertainty in agriculture and dis-
turbed hydrological cycles. 

The Himalayan glaciers are reced-
ing and the flow of rivers originating
from these glaciers is making the
whole living scenario precarious.
There is a need to adopt a holistic
approach for the overall develop-
mental process in which climate
change mitigation and adaptation
should be a collateral benefit.
Otherwise, it will jeopardise the goals
of sustainable development in the long
run. Also, joint forest management
must be made the central theme of the
entire mitigation and adaptation pro-
cedure. It is to be hoped that the
Government takes action on the sug-
gested lines. 

(The writer is a Retired 
Civil  Servant)
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It was Tamil Nadu’s response
to cow vigilantes and mob-

lynching which has become
frequent affairs in North India.
In Christmas day, Ponganallur
in south west Tamil Nadu
played host to this century’s
first ever Shodasa
Mahalakshmi Maha Yagam
which saw hundreds of priests
offering special Pooja and
Yagya for the Global peace,
safety, security and prosperity
of the country and its people,
especially the farming com-
munity.

The three day event which
commenced on December 23
culminated on December 25
and nearly five lakh people
took part in the Yagam, accord-
ing to Thirunavukarassu
Elangovan, president, Hindu
Munnani, the lead oraganisers
of the event. “Shodasa
Mahalakshmi Maha Yagam is
to propitiate the 16 Maha
Lakshmis while we are famil-
iar with only Ashtalaksmi
Poojas. Shodasa means 16,”
Elangovan told The Pioneer.

He said Shodasa
Mahalakshmi Maha Yagams
were held during the days of
the Chola, Pandya Kings in
lines with Aswamedha Yaga. “It

was mandatory  for the rulers
to perform Mahalakshmi
Yagam before assuming the
charges of administering the
country. The yagam is a decla-
ration to the people and the
country that his life was dedi-
cated to the prosperity and well
being  of the people,” said
Elangovan.

The three day event began
with Aswa Pooja , worshipping
108 horses to placate the God
of Power. “The last day saw the
priests and the participants
offering poojas to 1,600 cows,
all native breeds, mobilised
from various places in Tamil
Nadu,” said G K Nagaraj, organ-
iser of the event who is a
farmer leader from Kongunadu,
south west Tamil Nadu.

The enthusiasm of the peo-
ple  could be understood from

the way coupons for the event
was sold out. “More than
1,22,000 tickets costing �180/-
per ticket was sold out a week
before the Yaga. We charged
entry fees to ensure that peo-
ple attend the event,” said
Elangovan.      

Sreepriya Iyer travelled all
the way from Chennai to take
part in the three day event.
“Normally, we perform
Ashtalakshmi Poojas in our
houses. But Maha Lakshi is wor-
shipped in 16 forms during the
Shodasa Maha Yagam and it is
a rare event,” said Iyer, a serious
student of Indian culture.

Rama Gopalan, octoge-
narian founder of Hindu
Munnani who has been con-
fined to a wheel chair led the
three day Yagam. “Yaso
Lakshmi, Vidya Lakshmi,

Dhairya Lakshmi, Dhana
Lakshmi, Santana Lakshmi,
Dhanya Lakshmi, Gaja
Lakshmi, Veera Lakshmi,
Samrajya Lakshmi, Moksha
Lakshmi, Sowmya  Lakshmi,
Sidha Lakshmi, Sri Lakshmi,
Sowbhagya Lakshmi, Prasanna
Lakshmi, Jaya Lakshmi are the
forms of Lakshmi  we wor-
shipped during the three days,”
said Rama Gopalan.

Nagaraj said the Shodasa
Mahalakhmi Yagam, though
not held frequently, was
imbibed in the Kongunadu
culture. “We wish people with
the words  Pathinaru Sevangal
Pettu Peruvaku Vazhka (Tamil
for “Live prosperously with all
the 16 assets which are the
manifestation of 16 Maha
Lakshmis)”, said Nagaraj.

The event culminated
peacefully but there was an
attempt to derail it as members
of the Periyar Dravida
Kazhagam, followers of  late E
V  Ramasamy Naicker had
approached Madras High
Court with a plea to ban the
event because of their fear that
the cows may cause the spread-
ing of anthrax in and around
Tirupur. The court is hearing
the case after the Christmas
vacation but by that time the
cows would have reached their
shelters after the Pooja.  
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Islamic seminary Darul
Uloom Deoband issued a

fatwa forbidding women from
participating in marriage pro-
cessions with men.

It is common for women
relatives of the groom to par-
ticipate in such processions
with other men in the family.
Sometimes, music is also played
in these processions.

The fatwa came after a
Saharanpur resident raised
questions regarding the practice
with the fatwa department of
the seminary. The seminary
responded that not only were
women forbidden from partic-
ipating in such social functions
with men, they were also for-
bidden from eating food along-
side men on such occasions. 

The seminary also asserted
that Muslims should not eat
food while standing and advised
them to refrain from such activ-
ities.

Deoband has come up with
such bizarre fatwas at a remark-
able frequency. Earlier in
February, the Islamic seminary
decided to issue a fatwa against
Muslim women from taking

help of men while trying ban-
gles in shops.  

Prior to that, Darul Uloom

Deoband clerics had issued a
fatwa against life insurance, as
they claimed that life and death
were in the hands of Allah and
no insurance company could
guarantee a man’s longevity. 

In the past, a cleric of the
seminary issued a fatwa against
women watching football
match, on the plea that watch-
ing men playing with bare knees
was forbidden for women.
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Islamic seminary Darul
Uloom Deoband has

opposed the triple talaq bill
passed by the Lok Sabha on
Thursday, terming it as “inter-
ference in religious affairs of
Muslims”.

Reacting strongly to the
triple talaq bill which seeks to
criminalise instant divorce,
Mohtamin (Vice-Chancellor)
of Darul Uloom Deoband,
Maulana Mufti Abul Qasim

Nomani, said that the bill not
only targeted Muslim men but
was also against the welfare of
Muslim women. 

“The move of (Narendra)
Modi Government to bring a
legislation to criminalise triple
talaq is a direct interference in
the religious freedom of
Muslims. It is an infringement
of Shariat law. Muslims want to
lead their life and conduct
their family and social affairs
strictly as per provisions of
Shariat,” Nomani said.
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Bulandshahr (UP): A court
Friday sent to 14-day judicial
custody the man who allegedly
shot dead a police inspector dur-
ing mob violence in Uttar
Pradesh's Bulandshahr district
earlier this month.

Prashant Nat, who was
arrested Thursday from
Sikandrabad, was produced in
the court of the additional chief
judicial magistrate.

"He was not named in the
FIR but was held based on local
intelligence, eyewitness accounts
and assessment of the video
footage that was gathered.
During the probe, we even
recreated the crime scene,"
Bulandshahr Senior
Superintendent of Police (SSP)
Prabhakar Chaudhary said.

Mob violence broke out
near Chingrawathi police post
on December 3 after cattle car-
casses were found strewn in a
field near Mahaw village.
Inspector Subodh Kumar Singh
and 20-year-old Sumit Kumar
were shot dead as the mob
attacked the police.

Chaudhary said Nat, around
27, was absconding since
December 3 and has confessed
to shooting at the inspector. PTI
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Justifying the “clean chit”
given by his predecessor ear-

lier in the alleged Sohrabuddin-
Tulsiram fake encounter cases,
Additional Sessions Judge SJ
Sharma has indicted the CBI,
saying that it had a “premedi-
tated" theory and a "script”
intended to "anyhow implicate"
political leaders and it nearly
did what was required “to
reach that goal rather than
conducting an investigation in
accordance with law”.

In the concluding portion
of his 350-page judgement
copy of which was accessed by
the media on Friday, Special
CBI court Judge Sharma
observed: “Having given my
dispassionate consideration to
the entire material placed
before me and having exam-
ined each of the witnesses and
the evidence closely, I have not
hesitation in recording that
the premier investigating
agency like CBI had before it a
pre meditated theory and a
script intended to anyhow
implicate political leaders.

“And the agency there after
nearly did what was required to
reach that goal rather than
conducting an investigation in
accordance with law, the judge
noted.

“It clearly appears that the
CBI was more concerned in
establishing a particular pre

conceived and pre meditated
theory. Rather than finding out
the truth. My predecessor has,
while passing an order of dis-
charge in the apicatuonnof
accused number 16 (Amit Shah)
clearly recorded that the inves-
tigation was politically motivat-
ed,” Judge Sharma observed. 

It may be recalled that the
then Special Judge M.B. Gosavi,
while discharging  BJP President
Amit Shah had on December
30,2014 observed that the
charges against BJP president
Amit Shah in the Sohrabuddin
Sheikh and Tulsiram Prajapati
fake encounters had a political
undertone. “I found substance
in the main contention made by
the applicant (Mr. Shah) that he
was involved in the case by the
CBI for political reasons,” spe-
cial CBI judge M.B. Gosavi had
said.

The concluding portion of
the crucial judgement in the
Sohrabuddin Tulsiram “fake”
encounter came into public
domain exactly seven days
after the CBI court acquitted all
the 22 accused in the case for
lack of “satisfactory” evidence.
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In what is being as the biggest
drug haul in recent years, the

Anti-Narcotics Cell (ANC)
sleuths of the Mumbai police
seized �1,000 crore worth
banned Fentanyl and arrested
four drug peddlers from Vile
Parle (East) in north-west
Mumbai.

Acting on a tip off about the
delivery of Fentanyl, the ANS
personnel seized 100 kgs of the
recreational (party) drug and
from a car parked near the ser-
vice road at Shakti Nagar locat-
ed in the vicinity of the Mumbai

Airport at Vile Parle (East) on
Wednesday.

Fentanyl is a potent narcot-
ic analgesic, abuse of which
leads to habituation or addiction.
It is primarily a mu-opioid ago-
nist. Fentanyl is also an opioid
used as a pain medication and
together with other medica-
tions for anaesthesia.

Fentanyl is also made ille-
gally and used as a recreational
drug, often mixed with heroin
or cocaine to increase its euphor-
ic effects. It is 50 to 100 times
more potent than morphine. It
is prescribed in the form of
transdermal patches or lozenges.

Most recent cases of fen-
tanyl-related harm, overdose,
and death in the United States
are linked to illegally made
Fentanyl. It is sold through ille-
gal drug markets for its heroin-
like effect. There were as many
as 20,000 Fetanyl over dose-
related deaths in the United
States in 2016.

“We have seized 100 kg of
the banned Fentanyl. One kilo-
gram of Fentanyl is worth
around �10 crore. In essence we
have seized �1,000 crore worth
drugs,” Deputy Commissioner
of Police and ANC chief
Shivdeep Lande said.
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Averring that “togetherness
is the essence of yoga”,

President Ram Nath Kovind
said here on Friday that “Yoga
not only helps us in connect-
ing body, mind and soul but it
also plays an important role in
connecting different commu-
nities and countries”.

Speaking at the inaugural
ceremony of centennial cele-
brations of ‘The Yoga Institute’
in Mumbai, Kovind said: “It is
not appropriate to link yoga to
any religion or sect. It is a com-
mon heritage of mankind.. It
belongs to everyone who is
looking forward to healthy life.
A healthy person makes a
healthy family, healthy com-

munity, healthy country and
finally a healthy world”.

The President said that it
was our responsibility to estab-
lish good yoga institutes and
skilled yoga teachers, since on
India’s initiative yoga was get-
ting more popular across the
world. Maharashtra Governor
Ch Vidyasagar Rao released a
book ‘Yoga for All’ written by
director of the institute Hansaji
Jayadeva Yogendra, on the
occasion. The book is based on
hundred years of research by
The Yoga Institute.

Maharashtra Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis,
Union minister of state for
AYUSH Shripad Naik and
other dignitaries were present
at the function.
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Sagar Island (WB): Coming
down heavily on the BJP for its
proposed Rath Yatras in West
Bengal, Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee on Friday said such
yatras are typically conducted in
the name of God, and not
meant to indulge in "danga"
(riot).

The Supreme Court on
Monday declined an urgent
hearing on a BJP plea chal-
lenging a Calcutta High Court
order disallowing its Rath Yatras
in the state.

"There are yatras for Lord
Krishna and Lord Jagannath, we
take part in those rath yatras.

Those who carry out yatras to
kill common people indulge in
'danga' yatras," Banerjee said at
a public distribution pro-
gramme here.

"We don't insult anybody.
We respect everyone irrespec-
tive of their religious affinity,"
she added.

The three-phased Rath
Yatra, also being called the
'Save Democracy Rally', was
scheduled to be held this
month, covering all the 42 Lok
Sabha constituencies in the
state. The rallies were to be
flagged off by BJP president
Amit Shah. PTI
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Lucknow: Amid growing pres-
sure from partners in the rul-
ing alliance, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday
will visit Varanasi and
Ghazipur, the areas where two
NDA allies have considerable
influence.

The Prime Minister's trip
to his Lok Sabha constituency
Varanasi will be his second visit
there in the last two months.

He will inaugurate the
International Rice Research
Institute (IRRI) and South Asia

Regional Centre (ISARC) on
the campus of National Seed
Research and Training Centre
(NSRTC) in Varanasi.

The centre will serve as a
hub for rice research and train-
ing in South Asia and the
SAARC region.

Modi will also attend the
'One District, One Product'
Regional Summit at Deendayal
Hastakala Sankul (Trade
Facilitation Centre & Crafts
Museum) in Varanasi.

A commemorative postal

stamp on the Maharaja
Suheldeo will be released by the
Prime Minister in Ghazipur,
where he will also address a
public rally at the RTI ground
there.

However, senior minister
in the Yogi Adityanath gov-
ernment and SBSP president
Om Prakash Rajbhar, an MLA
from Zahoorabad assembly
constituency in Ghazipur dis-
trict, announced that he will
not attend the Prime Minister's
programme. PTI
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Ahmedabad: A minor fire
broke out Friday at the Indian
Space Research Organisation
(ISRO) campus here, an official
said.

The fire broke out in a
storeroom in ISRO's Space
Application Centre, the official
said. Chief Fire Officer M F
Dastur said the fire was brought
under control in an hour, adding
that five fire tenders were
deployed for the operation, but
only one was used.

"The fire started in a store
room in the SAC campus on
Friday morning”, he said. PTI

8)
������?�*���
�����	���		
���
�������
���

Bengaluru: Karnataka
Transport Minister and JD(S)
leader DC Thamanna on
Friday took a jibe at BJP lead-
ers using an analogy of street
dogs while rebutting senior
BJP lawmaker Umesh Katti's
claim that the Congress-JD(S)
coalition Government would
collapse soon.

Katti had recently claimed
that 15 disgruntled MLAs of
the ruling coalition were in
touch with him and that the
saffron party would form the
new Government in Karnataka
by next week.

Hitting out at Katti,
Thammana said, "J H Patel (a
former Chief Minister) had
once narrated a story in the
State Assembly about an ele-
phant and street dogs. He
recalled Patel saying an ele-
phant was walking ahead of
street dogs who were hoping
something would fall from
atop the tusker that they would
eat.

"Neither did the food fall,
nor the dogs got something to
eat. This story fits perfectly
with BJP leaders, who are
expecting this Government to

fall," he told reporters at
Maddur near Mysuru.

Replying to a query,
Thamanna said Katti has been
predicting the Government's
fall "today or tomorrow" for
quite some time.

"For the past seven months,
we are hearing this every day
but this has not materialised,"
he said. Soon after Katti's claim,
state BJP chief and Leader of
the Opposition B S
Yeddyurappa had ruled out
any attempt by his party to
destabilise the present dispen-
sation. PTI
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Security forces shot dead a
terrorist during a brief

encounter in south Kashmir’s
Pulwama district on Friday.
Clashes erupted in the southern
area after the encounter and the
authorities halted train ser-
vices as a precautionary mea-
sure.

Sources said the slain ter-
rorist, Ishfaq Yousuf Wani, had
joined the terror ranks last
year abandoning his fruit busi-
ness. Before starting his own
business he had quit job with a
leading national bank.

Police said that on the basis
of credible input about the
presence of militants a cordon
and search operation was
launched in Banderpora village
in Awantipora area of Pulwama
district, 30 kilometers from
here.

“As the searches were going
on, the search party was fired
upon by the terrorists. The fire
was retaliated leading to a gun-
fight. In the ensuing encounter,
one terrorist was neutralised,” a
police spokesman said.

Wani was wanted by the
law for his complicity in a

series of terror crimes includ-
ing attacks on security estab-
lishments and civilian atrocities.

Sourced said that Ishfaq’s
father was a militant and had
been killed in an encounter
with security forces in 1996.
Ishfaq had pursued masters in
management before joining a
leading bank. The reasons for
his joining militancy were not
known.

Clashes erupted in Wani’s
Koil village after his body was
handed over to his family for
last rites. The authorities sus-
pended train services in the
area after the clashes.

Meanwhile, General

Officer Commanding in Chief,
Northern Command Lt Gen
Ranbir Singh arrived in
Kashmir Valley to review the
prevailing security situation. A
defence spokesman said that
the Army Commander visited
the forward areas in frontier
districts of Kupwara and
Baramulla where he was briefed
by the commanders on ground
on operational preparedness.
He also visited the hinterland
formations for feedback on
current situation and recent
counter terrorist operations.

Gen Singh was accompa-
nied by the XV Corps
Commander Lt Gen AK Bhatt.
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The “Game Changer”
promised in November

2017 by Union Minister for
Water Resources Nitin Gadkari
to the farmers of the four
South Indian States of Tamil
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh,
Telangana and Karnataka
remains a non-starter.

While speaking to journal-
ists at Chennai on November
23, 2017, Gadkari had said he
would soon call for a meeting
of the Chief Ministers of the
four States to evolve an action
plan to transfer surplus waters
of Godavari to Cauveri for
addressing the perpetual water
scarcity in Tamil Nadu and
Andhra Pradesh.

“My Ministry has decided
to transfer surplus water from
Godavari river to Krishna, to
Pennar river (Karnataka) and
finally to Cauvery,” the Minister
had said. His Ministry was dis-
cussing with the States con-
cerned, he said, adding “in near
future we will come up with a
concrete action plan.” But till
date no such meeting has taken
place, according to farmers in
Tamil Nadu. Meanwhile anoth-
er legal battle has erupted in

Supreme Court between Tamil
Nadu and Karnataka over the
Mekadattu reservoir being
planned by the latter across
River Cauvery.

The Minister had also said
that 3,000 Thousand Million
Cubic (TMC) feet of water
was being wasted from
Godavari into Bay of Bengal.
This along with the diversion
of a portion of the 2,000 TMC
ft of water being wasted into
the Arabian Sea from the
Hemavati River would have
brought an end to the woes of
farmers in Tamil Nadu, accord-
ing to Kattumannarkoil
Kannan, farmer leader in Tamil
Nadu’s Cauvery Delta.

“The recent Cyclone Gaja
which devastated a portion of
the   Nagapattinam district and
Thanjavur and Thiruvarur dis-
tricts have  upset the lives of
farmers in the region,” said
Kannan while speaking to The
Pioneer. Since no farming

operations was possible in  his
farm land, Kannan has turned
author and  is writing a book
on the sufferings of the ryots in
the region. Farmers in
TamilNadu stand to lose 50 per
cent of the yield this year
because of Cyclone Gaja  and
an attack by a new breed of
pests, said Kannan.

“There are readymade
solutions to address the prob-
lems faced by the farners but
what  the governments at the
State and Centre lack the will
power to execute them. The
Modi Government had
promised many times that it
would launch the inter linking
of  major Indian rivers, but silent
bout it now,” he pointed out.

According to Kannan and
Arpathi Kalyanam, another
farmer from Nagapattinam,
the Narendra Modi
Government missed a golden
opportunity to earn the good
will of the people by not taking
up the inter linking of rivers.
“More than waiving of loans,
what we require is the infra-
structure for agricultural oper-
ations. “Making water and fer-
tilisers available round the year
is the responsibility of the
Government,” said Kannan.

Mohammed Raffi, former

associate professor, Centre for
Advanced Studies in Marine
Biology (CASMB), Porto Novo,
Cuddalore, said he was shocked
over the apathy shown by the
government in taking up the
project to divert a portion of
water from the west flowing
rivers of  Netravati to Cauvery
through Hemavati river. “This
is a win-win situation for all
stake holders in Karnataka and
Tamil Nadu. The flash floods in
Cauvery and Netravati could be
avoided and water would be
available to the farmers
throughout  the farming sea-
son,” said Raffi who has worked
with the Cuddalore district
farmers for years.

Late Bhavani Shankar, who
was the chief engineer of
Karnataka Government had
submitted many proposals to
the authorities stating that it
was possible to transfer the
west f lowing waters of
Netravati to Cauvery by a net-
work f canals.   

Vijayakanth, leader of the
DMDK, had cast his lots with
the BJP in the 2014 Lok Sabha
election  based on the 
assurance given by the
Hindutwa party that it would
take up the project to inter link
the  Indian rivers.
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The Bengal Government has
decided to file an FIR

against the Metro Railways a
day after 47 passengers travel-
ling in a Dum Dum-bound
tube train fell ill and had to be
hospitalised after a fire broke
out in the engine of a running
train inside the tunnel barely
100 metre off the Maidan
Station.

Apart from the FIR being
registered Trinamool Congress
MP and Railways Standing
Committee chairman on
Friday directed Metro Railways
General Manager to submit a
report on the Thursday’s inci-
dent within three days so that
the same could be taken up for
discussion in Parliament.

Bengal Fire Minister Sujit
Bose who met top police offi-
cers at Lal Bazar Police head-
quarters on Friday said “we are
taking appropriate action
because this was no small inci-
dent and many people might
have been killed. We have
asked the Police to file an FIR
and start a case,” adding the
forensic experts had been asked
to investigate the matter too.

Meanwhile a three-mem-
ber committee comprising elec-
trical engineers and traffic offi-
cers had started an inquiry and
were likely to submit a report
within ten days’ time, sources
said.

A mild blast and fire some-
where around the front wheel
of the front coach got the
entire passengers of the fully
crowded train running inside
the tunnel trapped. “Many felt
suffocated by the noxious fume
and people had to literally
break the windows and jump
on to the track risking their
lives as power supply to the
high voltage third railway line
was still on,” passengers said.

One of the victims a
woman had lost voice tem-
porarily and she was unable to
speech even 24 hours of the
incident, doctors said.
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Gyandas Mahant, the high
priest of Kapil Muni

Ashram at Ganga Sagar, once
again drenched Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee in
a cascade of praise saying
only she could construct a
Ram Temple at Ayodhya.

A highly revered priest in
the Hindu order, Ganga Sagar
mahant said, “we want a Ram
temple washed by milk, not by
blood and that can only be
done by our Didi even as the
Chief Minister stood by him
a tad embarrassed, but not
altogether disliking the
praise.

Attacking Modi, the cel-
ebrant said “we do not want

a Prime Minister like him
who only talks big loud but
does nothing. Rather we
want a Prime Minister like
our Didi, Mamata Banerjee
who means business and
converts her promises into
action.”

If Banerjee is made the
Prime Minister of India then
“definitely India wil l
progress,” he said advising
“conflict can never achieve a
human goal.”
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Mumbai: Sharad Kalaskar, a
suspected right-wing Hindu
activist arrested in an arms haul
case, has sought bail contend-
ing that the Maharashtra
Government is more interest-
ed in ensuring smooth conduct
of the Sunburn festival than
conducting his trial.

Kalaskar, Avinash Pawar
and Shrikant Pangarkar, all
arrested in August, moved a
special court here Friday seek-
ing bail. Judge D E Kothalikar
will hear the pleas on January 7.

The Anti-Terrorism Squad
(ATS) of state police has arrest-
ed a total of 12 people under the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention)
Act (UAPA) following raids at
multiple places and seizure of
arms and explosive materials.

The bail applications of
Pawar and Pangarkar con-

tended that the material on
record does not contain any
evidence against them, not
does it prove any offence under
the UAPA.

Kalaskar said in his plea
that "social media reports sug-
gest that the state home min-
istry is too busy with preventive
actions for ensuring a smooth
conduct of the Sunburn festival
next week (at Pune)."

"Such smooth conduct has
taken priority over smooth
and speedy trial. There is no
seriousness for the State...To
conduct this case. 

The liberty of accused can-
not be curtailed for satisfying
whims and fancies of political
rulers who prioritise their
resources for their own cultural
and political agenda," the plea
added. PTI

Ahmedabad: The Gujarat
Government on Friday asked
the Vigilance Commissioner to
probe the allegations of corrup-
tion in carrying out projects at
religious sites by the pilgrimage
development board and ordered
suspension of an officer.

Chief Minister Vijay Rupani
ordered the suspension of an
officer whose audio clip brought
the issue of alleged corruption in
the board to the fore.

In an official release, the
government said the CM has
asked the Vigilance
Commissioner to probe the
allegations of corruption against
the Gujarat Pavitra Yatradham
Vikas Board.

The issue came to the fore
after a purported audio clip, hav-

ing conversation of a senior gov-
ernment officer and an RTI
activist, went viral on social
media platforms.

In the purported clip, Anil
Patel, additional secretary in
the state panchayat department,
can be heard admitting large-
scale corruption in the board
where he was once posted.

Patel can be heard saying
that corruption took place in
carrying out various works at
pilgrimage places such as
Pavagadh, Rameshwar,

Bahucharaji, Shabri Dham and
Dwarka.

As per the government
release, Rupani has asked the
Vigilance Commissioner to sub-
mit preliminary inquiry report
as early as possible.

The CM also asked the cor-
ruption watchdog to take action
against those found guilty dur-
ing the probe.

Terming Patel's conduct as
"inappropriate", the CM has
ordered his suspension for
engaging in "indiscipline", said
the release.

Patel has violated various
provisions of the service conduct
rules by "criticising the govern-
ment" and providing informa-
tion "without having any author-
ity" to do so, it added.
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Lucknow: The NHRC on
Friday issued notices to the
Uttar Pradesh Government
over the death of a Dalit man
allegedly in police custody in
Amroha district, while the
UP SC/ST Commission
ordered a probe into the mat-
ter and action against those
guilty.

The National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC)
noted that the incident
amounted to "gross violation
of human rights" of the victim.

Taking suo motu cogni-
sance of media reports that
Balkishan, 30, died in police
custody at the Dhanora Mandi

Police Station on December
26, the human rights watch-
dog issued notices to the
state's chief secretary and the
director general of police,
seeking a detailed report with-
in four weeks.

It asked why the NHRC
was not intimated about his
death in police custody.

Balkishan was arrested by
the police in connection with
a case of theft on December
23. His family members have
alleged that police personnel
asked for a bribe of �5 lakh to
let him off, which they could
not arrange and, therefore, he
was "tortured". PTI

Chennai: In yet another case of
alleged medical negligence in
Tamil Nadu, a woman has
claimed that she contracted the
HIV virus following blood trans-
fusion at a Government hospi-
tal where she underwent treat-
ment for low haemoglobin.

The Government hospital
has refuted the allegation.

The affected woman, said to
be in her 20s, told a Tamil TV
channel Friday she underwent
the transfusion in April while
being pregnant.

She came to know she had
HIV only when the hospital
informed her after conducting

tests in August when she went
there for check-up.

The women said though she
had been regularly visiting a
local public health centre when
she was pregnant, she was only
administered vaccines there.

"The blood transfusion hap-
pened at the Government
Kilpauk Medical College and
Hospital (GKMCH) only. That
is where the mistake happened,"
she said.

Refuting the allegation, hos-
pital dean Dr P Vasanthamani
said the woman was transfused
with "100 per cent HIV free"
blood. PTI

8�	�)���"	
����������
�	����������>�%����������������	�
���7!��	
��)	������

8�
���"��(��	�����		�������������)��������	���	��'���C�(��	�����	���
	������������������	��*������ +7�

!>�$��	������	�4+��	
��	
��
'�����
���������	���������)�



������2��� ��� )�"�*�#��+ )��������#�,-.�,/01

,������� ������

����� ��������	

To address farmers’ distress
ahead of 2019 general elec-

tions, the Government is con-
sidering waiving interest on
crop loans for farmers who pay
on time, costing an additional
�15,000 crore to the exchequer,
according to sources.

Currently, farmers have to
pay 4 per cent interest rate if
they repay their loans within
due date.

There is also a proposal to
completely waive premium for
taking insurance policy for
food crops. The premium on
horticultural crops could also
be reduced, they said.

When asked about the
Government’s plan of
announcing big farm package,
Law Minister Ravi Shankar
Prasad said: “The Government
is committed towards farmers’
welfare. Going forward, what-
ever decision taken, will be
announced.”

He was speaking at a
Cabinet briefing here. The rul-
ing BJP Government has
swung into action to address

distress in the agriculture sec-
tor after it lost power to the
Congress in Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh in
the recent state polls.

According to sources, sev-
eral rounds of meetings have
taken place at the highest level
in the past few days to chalk out
a plan to address difficulties
faced by farmers in view of low
realisation in several crops
amid bumper production.

To provide immediate
relief, one of the proposals
being studied is to waive the 4
per cent interest rate on farm-
ers repaying farm loan prompt-
ly within the due date.

Currently, farmers get
short-term farm loan of up to �3
lakh at 7 per cent interest rate.
However, the interest rate
charged is only 4 per cent in case
farmers pay their loan within
due date. Normally, loans are
given at 9 per cent interest rate.

The Centre bears a cost of
around �15,000 crore annual-
ly for the interest subsidies of
2 per cent in normal cases and
5 per cent in the case of prompt
repayment of farm loans.

The Government has set a
target to provide �11 lakh
crore credit to farmers in the
current fiscal. It extended
�11.69 lakh crore credit to
farmers last fiscal, surpassing
the target of �10 lakh crore.

Sources said the interest
burden could double to
�30,000 crore if the interest is
completely waived for prompt
repayment of farm loans.

Besides, the Government is
contemplating tweaking the
Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima
Yojana (PMFBY) to bring
down the farmers’ premium
burden by fully waiving it on
food crops and reducing a bit
on horticultural crops.

Launched in April 2016,
PMFBY provides comprehen-
sive crop insurance from pre-
sowing to post-harvest against
non-preventable natural risks at
extremely low premium rate of
2 per cent for kharif crops, 1.5
per cent for rabi crops and 5
per cent for horticulture and
commercial crops.

The balance premium is
paid equally by the Centre and
state. Claims are settled on the
basis of yield loss assessed at the
end of the season.

According to sources,
farmers are paying currently
about �5,000 crore as insurance
premium to cover their kharif
and rabi crops. The farmers’
burden will reduce if the pre-
mium is further subsidised.

During the 2017-18 crop
year (July-June), 4.79 crore
farmers were covered under
PMFBY.

Political experts said farm-
ers’ distress would be a major
electoral issue in the 2019 Lok
Sabha polls.

The agrarian crisis and the
announcement of loan waivers
by the Congress were key fac-
tors for the defeat of the saffron
party in three Hindi heartland
states in the recent state polls,
they added. 
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The Government on Friday
said action has been taken

against more than 6,000 officers
of nationalised banks last fiscal
in cases of lapses that led to bad
loans.

In written reply, Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley said that
minor and major penalties
have been imposed against
erring officials. These include,
dismissal, compulsory retire-
ment and demotion.

“As per the inputs
received from nationalised
banks, in FY 2017-18, 6,049
off icers have been held
responsible on account of
staff delinquency in NPA
accounts...,” Jaitley said.

Depending upon the grav-
ity of lapses, the Minister said
“minor penalty/ major penal-
ty have been imposed against
erring officials” and in all the
cases, depending upon the
amount involved, CBI and
police complaints have been
lodged.

The 19 nationalised banks,
including PNB and Canara
Bank, reported a net loss of
�21,388 crore in the first half
of the fiscal. This compares
with a combined loss �6,861
crore in the similar period of
2017-18.

In another written reply to
the lower House, Shukla said as
a result of transparent recog-
nition of bad loans, the non-
performing asset (NPA)
amount of all commercial
banks rose from �5.66 lakh
crore at end-March 2016 to
�9.62 lakh crore at end of
March 2018.

Since then the amount has
declined to �9.43 lakh crore.
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Various initiatives taken by
the Government have

yielded results, with the bad
loans of public sector banks
declining by over �23,000
crore from a peak of �9.62
lakh crore in March 2018,
said a senior Finance
Ministry official.

At the same time, public
sector banks (PSBs) have
also made a record in recov-
ery of �60,726 crore in the
first half of the current finan-
cial year, which is more than double the
amount recovered in the corresponding period
last year.

“Gross non-performing assets (NPAs) of
PSBs have started declining after peaking in
March 2018, registering a decline of �23,860
crore in the first half of the current financial
year,” Financial Service Secretary Rajiv Kumar
said.

According to the latest Finance Ministry
data, non-NPA accounts overdue by 31 to 90
days (Special Mention Accounts 1 & 2) of PSBs
have declined by 61 per cent over five succes-
sive quarters - from �2.25 lakh crore as of June
2017 to �0.87 lakh crore in September 2018.

“This has substantially pared down credit
at risk,” he said.

Talking about various initiatives, Kumar
said, recognition of restructured standard assets
as NPAs, initiated with Asset Quality Review in
2015, and discontinuation of restructuring
schemes, the recognition exercise is nearly over
with such assets declining from the peak of 7
per cent in March 2015 to 0.59 per cent as of
September 2018.

He also said that the resolution process has
been strengthened by changing the creditor-
debtor relationship through the Insolvency

and Bankruptcy Code and debarment of wilful
defaulters and connected persons, which has
resulted in record recovery this year.

“Reforms have accompanied recapitalisation
in the form of a comprehensive PSB reforms
agenda that addresses the root causes of poor
asset quality, and commits banks to clean lend-
ing and rolling out of next-generation banking
services by leveraging benefits of technology and
formalisation of the economy,” the secretary said.

Banks have got capital support of over �3
lakh crore since commencement of clean-up in
2015-16.

Earlier this month, Finance Minister Arun
Jaitley said the Government will invest an addi-
tional �41,000 crore into state-owned lenders
over and above what was announced earlier to
strengthen their capital base. This would
enhance the total recapitalisation in the current
fiscal from �65,000 crore to �1.06 lakh crore.

On December 20, the Government sought
Parliament’s approval for infusion of an addi-
tional �41,000 crore into the lenders.

Jaitley had said that this would enhance the
lending capacity of PSBs and help them exit the
Reserve Bank of India’s Prompt Corrective
Action (PCA) framework that imposes curbs on
certain business operations at the banks.
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State-owned Central Bank of
India on Friday said it will

raise about �200 crore by issu-
ing shares to staff under the
employee stock purchase
scheme.

The board of directors of
the bank at their meeting held
on December 28, 2018
approved the proposal to raise
capital by issuance of shares to
employees through Employee
Stock Purchase Scheme (ESPS)
to the extent of approximately
�200 crore, the lender said in
a regulatory filing.

The Committee of
Directors will decide all oper-
ative steps, including conven-
ing of extra-ordinary general
meeting of shareholders to
pass the resolution and deter-
mination of pricing methodol-
ogy and discount, Central Bank
said.

Last week, Syndicate Bank
had informed about raising
up to �500 crore by issuing 30
crore shares to its staff under
the employee stock purchase
scheme.

Punjab National Bank said
it has mobilised �500 crore
through ESPS.

The Government in
March 2017, had allowed pub-
lic sector banks to offer stock
options to their employees,
aimed at retaining experi-
enced hands and better incen-
tives besides a means for rais-
ing capital.
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In spite of the previlaing con-
cerns around non-bank

lenders due to defaults by
industry major IL&FS, the
Reserve Bank on Friday said it
will ensure that growth in the
shadow-banking sector is sus-
tained and liquidity fears are
eased.

The NBFC sector is liq-
uidity crisis after a series of
defaults by Infrastructure
Leasing & Financial Services
(IL&FS) and its many sub-
sidiaries since late August.

“While in 2018-19, though
concerns surrounding the sec-
tor due to debt defaults amidst
temporary asset liability mis-
matches arose, the inherent
strength of the NBFC sector,
coupled with the RBI’s con-
tinuing vigil on the regulatory
and supervisory front, will
ensure that the growth of the
sector is sustained and liquid-
ity fears are allayed,” RBI said
in its annual report on ‘Trends
& Progress of Banking in 2017-
18’, released on Friday.

The report said the NBFC
sector, with a size of around 15
percent of the commercial
banks’ combined balance sheet,
has been growing robustly in
recent years, providing an
alternative source of funds to
the commercial sector in the
face of slowing bank credit.

The financial performance
of these shadow-banks, includ-
ing profitability, asset quality
and capital adequacy,
improved during FY18 as they
weathered the transient effects
of demonetisation and GST

implementation, the report
noted.

Consolidated balance sheet
of NBFCs expanded in 2017- 18
and in 2018-19 (up to
September), buoyed by strong
credit expansion, the report said
without quantifying the same.

Category-wise, the balance
sheet of NBFCs-NDSI expand-
ed by 13.4 percent, while the
balance sheet of deposit- tak-
ing NBFCs registering robust
growth at 24.4 per cent in
2017-18 on account of a sharp
rise in loans and advances.
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Markets regulator Sebi on
Friday imposed a penalty

of �50 lakh on Citrus Check
Inns and its directors for non-
compliance of its order, where-
in it had barred them from rais-
ing funds from the public.

The regulator, through its
orders passed in June and
August 2015, had directed the
firm as well as its directors —
Omprakash Basantlal Goenka,
Prakash Ganpat Untekar,
Venkatraman Natarajan and
Narayan Shivram Kotnis — not
to collect any more money from
investors through the existing or
new schemes.

Citrus collected �770 crore
from about 4.5 lakh members in
March 2013 through its various
‘holiday plans’ which later went
up to �1,600 crore in 2015, the
orders had noted.

The direction came after the
Securities and Exchange Board
of India (Sebi) found that the

company was raising money
from investors through collec-
tive investment scheme (CIS)
without obtaining requisite
approval from it.

In a fresh order passed on
Friday, Sebi said the company
continued to collect money
from the existing investors
through periodic instalments.

“It is established that
noticees collected/raised money
from the  investors even after
Sebi prohibited them from doing
so vide orders dated June 3, 2015
and August 24, 2015 ....And
thereby noticees failed to com-
ply with the directions contained
therein,” the regulator noted.

Accordingly, the regulator
has slapped a penalty of �50 lakh
on Citrus and its directors. The
fine is to be paid ‘jointly and sev-
erally’ by them.

The regulator had began the
probe after receiving a complaint
alleging that Citrus was running
a ‘Ponzi Scheme’ and ‘mis-sell-
ing’ its schemes to the public.
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The Government has detect-
ed GST evasion worth

�38,896 crore in 6,585 cases in
the April-October period of
2018-19, Parliament was
informed on Friday.

Minister of State for
Finance Shiv Pratap Shukla
said while central excise eva-
sion of �3,028.58 crore in 398
cases was unearthed during the
seven-month period, service
tax evasion of �26,108.43 crore
was detected in 3,922 cases.

Customs evasion was
detected in 12,711 cases involv-
ing �6,966.04 crore and Goods
and Services Tax (GST) evasion
worth �38,895.97 crore was
unearthed in 6,585 cases, he
said in a written reply in the
Lok Sabha.

The total amount of eva-
sion in indirect taxes (GST, ser-
vice tax, excise and customs)
during April-October adds up
to about �75,000 crore.
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The partial US Government
shutdown is all set to drag

on to the new year as
Opposition Democrats and
Republicans refused to 
show any sign of 
compromise Thursday to end
the impasse over President
Donald Trump’s demand for
border wall funding.

Trump has refused to sign
any stopgap spending bill that
does not has provisions to
fund a wall along the US-
Mexico border which he says is
essential to stop the flow of ille-
gal immigrants. 

The Democrats, who will
hold majority in the US House
of Representatives in 2019 and
carries the crucial numbers in
the Senate despite being in
minority, has argued that such
a move is waste of taxpayers’
money.

Statements issued by both
the camps on Thursday indi-
cated that the impasse is all set
to continue in the new year.
The partial Government shut-
down that started last Saturday
has affected 800,000 federal
employees, who have either
been furloughed or are work-
ing without pay.

President Trump contin-
ued to blame Democrats for the
shutdown. In a tweet, Trump
said the government shutdown
is not about the wall. 

“Everybody knows that a
Wall will work perfectly (In
Israel the Wall works 99.9%).
This is only about the Dems
not letting Donald Trump and
the Republicans have a win.
They may have the 10 Senate
votes, but we have the issue,
Border Security. 2020!” he said.

White House press secre-
tary Sarah Sanders also criti-
cised Democrats on Thursday,
saying in a statement that they
had “decided to go home” over
the Christmas holiday rather
than stay in Washington to
negotiate.

“The President has made

clear that any bill to fund the
Government must adequately
fund border security to stop the
flow of illegal drugs, criminals,
MS-13 gang members, child
smugglers and human traf-
fickers into our communities -
and protect the American peo-
ple,” the White House said.

“The administration under-
stands this crisis and made a rea-
sonable, common-sense solution
to Democrats five days ago -
we’ve not received a single
response,” it said in a statement. 

The President and his team
stayed in Washington over
Christmas hoping to negotiate
a deal that would stop the
dangerous crisis on the border,
protect American communi-
ties, and re-open the
Government, it said. 
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US Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo will meet next

week in Brazil with Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu as Washington pre-
pares to withdraw troops from
Syria, the State Department
said on Thursday.

Pompeo and Netanyahu
will meet in Brasilia where
both will be attending the New
Year’s Day inauguration of
president-elect JairBolsonaro, a
right-wing firebrand who has
vowed to move Brazil closer to
Israel and US President Donald
Trump.

Netanyahu has met fre-
quently with Pompeo and
enjoys a warm relationship
with Trump, happy about his
withdrawal from a denu-
clearization deal with Iran and
his landmark shift of the US
embassy to Jerusalem.

But Netanyahu has for the
first time found himself at
odds with Trump after the US

leader’s sudden 
announcement last week that
he will bring home all 2,000
American troops from war-rav-
aged Syria, where Israel saw
Washington’s presence as a
bulwark against Iran and coun-
terweight to the influence of
Russia.

Israel has been measured in
its public response, saying it
respects Trump’s decision,
which led to the resignation of
Defense Secretary Jim Mattis.

Israel has carried out hun-
dreds of strikes in Syria that it
says are targeting Iranian forces
and their Hezbollah allies.

Trump has said that US
troops were solely focused on
fighting the Islamic State
jihadist group, which he 
has declared to be “largely
defeated.”

Pompeo will also meet in
Brazil with Peruvian President
Martin Vizcarra and afterward
fly to Cartagena to hold talks
with Colombian President Ivan
Duque.  
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Michael Cohen, Donald
Trump’s former attorney,

denied Thursday that he had
ever visited Prague, shooting
down a report that he had a
meeting with Russian officials
there during the 2016 presi-
dential election campaign.

“I hear #Prague
#CzechRepublic is beautiful in
the summertime,” Cohen
tweeted. “I wouldn’t know as I
have never been.”

“#Mueller knows every-
thing!” he added in a reference
to Special Counsel Robert
Mueller, the former FBI direc-
tor who is investigating
whether Trump’s campaign
colluded with Russia to get him
elected to the White House.

Cohen’s tweet came sever-
al hours after the McClatchy
news service reported that cell
phone records showed that
Cohen was near Prague in the
summer of 2016, supporting
claims that he met there with
Russian officials.

Cohen, who was sentenced
to three years in prison this
month after pleading guilty to

tax evasion and other crimes,
has denied ever visiting Prague.

Since then, however,
Cohen has turned on his for-
mer boss and has been coop-
erating with Special Counsel
Robert Mueller, the former
FBI director who is investigat-
ing whether Trump’s campaign
colluded with Russia to get him
elected to the White House.

Details of Cohen’s cooper-
ation with the Mueller probe
have not been publicly revealed
and Trump vehemently denies
any collusion with Russia.

The purported meeting
between Cohen and Russian
government officials in Prague
was first reported in a docu-
ment with compromising
material on Trump compiled
by former British spy
Christopher Steele.

According to what has
become known as the “Steele
dossier”, Cohen had a clandes-
tine meeting with Kremlin
officials in Prague in August
2016 to discuss hiding links
between members of the
Trump campaign and Russia.

McClatchy, publisher of
the Miami Herald and other

newspapers, said a mobile
phone traced to Cohen had
briefly sent signals off cell tow-
ers in the Prague area in late
summer 2016.

“The brief activation from
Cohen’s phone near Prague
sent beacons that left a trace-
able electronic signature,” it
said.

Citing “four people with
knowledge of the matter”,
McClatchy said that the elec-
tronic record supports “claims
that Cohen met secretly there
with Russian officials.” 

“During the same period of
late August or early September
(2016), electronic eavesdrop-
ping by an Eastern European
intelligence agency picked up a
conversation among Russians,
one of whom remarked that
Cohen was in Prague,”
McClatchy cited “two people
familiar with the incident” as
saying.

“The new information
regarding the recovery of
Cohen’s cell phone location
doesn’t explain why he was
apparently there or who he was
meeting with, if anyone,”
McClatchy said.
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British Foreign Secretary
Jeremy Hunt on Friday crit-

icised Donald Trump’s view of
the world after the US
President’s announcement of a
withdrawal of American troops
from the fight against the
Islamic State group in Syria.

“President Trump makes a
speciality of talking in very
black and white terms about
what’s happening in the world,”
Hunt told BBC Radio 4’s Today
programme.

“We have made massive
progress in the war against
Daesh (Arabic acronym for
IS), but it’s not over and,
although they have lost 
nearly all the territory they
held, they still hold some ter-
ritory and there is still some
real risk,” he said.

“We have to continue to be
vigilant,” he added.

Trump announced the
pull-out last week, stunning
allies including Britain and
France who warned that the
fight against jihadists in Syria
was not finished.

Some 2,000 US troops,
joined by other foreign forces,
have been assisting local fight-
ers battling against IS.

Britain takes part in the
coalition by carrying out air
strikes in IS-held areas in Iraq
and Syria.

During a visit to Iraq this

week, Trump declared an end
to the US role of being the
world’s “policeman”.

“We don’t want to be taken
advantage of any more by
countries that use us and use
our incredible military to pro-
tect them,” he said.

Asked what would happen
if US troops also withdrew
from Afghanistan, Hunt said:
“We will continue to do every-
thing we need to do to make
sure the streets of Britain are
safe.

“This is a security issue for
the UK as well as for
Afghanistan,” he said.
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Seven members of a UK-
based Indian-origin family

were involved in a freak acci-
dent in Iceland when their
SUV crashed off a bridge on
Thursday, killing two women
and a child.

Four others, including 
two British Indian brothers
and two young children,
remain in critical condition
after being airlifted to a hospi-
tal in Iceland’s Capital
Reykjavik.

The family was reportedly
on holiday in the Nordic island
country when their hired
Toyota Land Cruiser slammed
through a railing while cross-
ing a high single-lane bridge at
Skeidararsandur, a vast sand
plain in the southern part of the
country.

Local police have only
identified the victims as British,
with their names and ages not
yet released until formal iden-
tification. 

The Indian 
Ambassador to Iceland, T
Armstrong Changsan, visited
the injured at Landspítali hos-
pital, where he spoke to hospi-
tal staff and the chaplain before
contacting family members in
India. 

He confirmed that three
people died, one of them a
young child, and said the other
family members were in a “sta-
ble” condition in hospital on
Thursday night. 
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The number of people evac-
uated after Indonesia’s

deadly tsunami has nearly dou-
bled to some 40,000 while
more than 7,000 were injured
in the disaster, officials said
Friday, as they trimmed the
official death toll.

Authorities said 426 people
had been killed — down from
a previous tally of 430 — with
double-counting by different
districts blamed for the change.
Two dozen people remain
missing almost a week after the
disaster.

The fresh figures come a
day after Indonesia’s disaster
agency raised the danger alert
level for an erupting volcano
that sparked the killer tsunami
at the weekend.

They have also warned
that fresh activity at the crater
threatened to trigger another
deadly wave.

Previously, the number of
displaced — including many
left homeless — stood at
22,0000 but that figure has now
jumped to just over 40,000,
according to the latest tally.

Some 7,202 people suf-
fered injuries, jumping from
1,495, while nearly 1,300 homes
were destroyed as the waves
crashed into the coastlines of
western Java island and south
Sumatra, authorities said.
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Pacer Jasprit Bumrah had Australia's
batsmen tied up in knots with his
immaculate line and length, giving

India the decisive advantage that with-
stood a second innings batting collapse
in the third Test here on Friday.

Called a "genius" on air by
Australia's former captain Michael
Clarke, Bumrah's career-best figures of
6/33 in 15.5 overs also made him the
first bowler from the subcontinent to
take a five-for or more in South Africa,
England and Australia in the same
year.

At the end of day three, India, after
bowling out Australia for 151 in
response to their first innings total of
443/7 declared, took a 346-run lead. The
visitors were struggling at 54/5 in 27
overs in their second essay but had the
upper-hand.

Debutant Mayank Agarwal (28 bat-
ting), who scored an impressive 76 in the
first innings, and Rishabh Pant (6)
were at the crease after 15 wickets fell
in all on an exciting day.

In their second innings, India were
jolted by Pat Cummins (4-10), who took
four wickets for two runs in the space
of 19 balls, including Virat Kohli (0) and
Ajinkya Rahane (1) caught off succes-
sive balls.

Rohit Sharma (5) prevented his
hat-trick, but fell before end of play.

This was after Bumrah's outstand-
ing effort handed India a 292-run lead.

Bumrah returned second-best fig-
ures for an Indian bowler in Australia
after Kapil Dev's 8-106 at Adelaide in
1985. But he surpassed B
Chandresekhar's twin hauls of 6-52 in
each innings at this ground in 1977.

Post tea, Australia's innings lasted
for only four overs as Bumrah quickly
cleaned up the worrisome tail. First he
got rid of Tim Paine (22) caught behind,
and then trapped Nathan Lyon (0) lbw.

Three balls later, he bowled Josh
Hazlewood (0) as India took a hefty lead.
Kohli though decided not to enforce the
follow-on and the Indian mini-collapse
followed thereafter.

Cummins bounced out Hanuma
Vihari (13) for the second time in this
Test, while Cheteshwar Pujara (0) was
caught at short square leg for a duck fol-
lowing his hundred in the first innings.

India were reduced to 32-4 with a
double break against Kohli and Rahane.
Rohit Sharma was caught at slip off Josh
Hazlewood (1-13) as India finished
five-down but still in control of the
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Centuries from Tom Latham
and Henry Nicholls put New

Zealand in line for a defining vic-
tory over Sri Lanka Friday in the
second Test with a 659-run sec-
ond innings lead and the tourists
losing early wickets in their record
chase.

New Zealand, who lead by 74
on the first innings, declared
their second innings on day three
in Christchurch at 585 for four
with Latham scoring 176 to go
with his unbeaten 264 in the
drawn first Test.

Nicholls was not out on a
career best 162 with healthy con-
tributions from Jeet Raval (74)
and Colin de Grandhomme (71
not out).

Sri Lanka at stumps were 24
for two with Dinesh Chandimal
on 14 and Kusal Menis on six.

Victory for New Zealand
would give them a fourth con-
secutive series win for the first
time after wins over the West
Indies, England and Pakistan in
the past year.

With more than two days left,
Sri Lanka had reason for patience
but lost both openers — Dimuth
Karunaratne without scoring and
Danushka Gunathilaka (four) —
in the first two overs.

No team has ever scored
more than 418 in a successful
fourth innings run chase and the
pitch continues to offer some
assistance to the New Zealand
bowlers.

Sri Lanka, however, were less
effective with the ball and de
Grandhomme in particular was
scoring freely when Kane
Williamson declared midway
through the final session.

De Grandhomme, who had
six fours and two sixes in his
whirlwind innings, passed the 50
mark in a New Zealand record 28
deliveries, one better than the pre-
vious best by Tim Southee against
England 10 years ago.

New Zealand resumed Friday
at 231 for two and Latham, whose
unbeaten 264 in the drawn first
Test is the top score in all Test
cricket this year, continued his
purple patch with grim determi-
nation through 370 deliveries.

For the most part, it was a
near faultless innings, although he

was dropped by Dushmantha
Chameera on 32 and survived an
lbw review on 75. But, on the
stroke of tea, Chameera made the
breakthrough when he had
Latham caught behind off a faint
legside edge.

The only reward with the new
ball in the morning session came
when Lahiru Kumara trapped
Ross Taylor in front to claim the
senior batsman's wicket for 40.
Latham and Nicholls put on 214
for the fourth wicket with Latham
achieving his eighth century and
Nicholls his fourth.

Only three times in cricket
history has the winning side
scored more than 400 in the
fourth innings, while the current
record held by the West Indies is
418 for seven against Australia 15
years ago in Antigua.

The highest fourth innings
score in the modern era is New
Zealand's 451 chasing 550 against
England in 2002, while England
scored 654 for five after being set
a target of 696 by South Africa in
1939.
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Dean Elgar and Hashim Amla hit half-cen-
turies as South Africa beat Pakistan by six

wickets inside three days in the first Test at
SuperSport Park on Friday.

The pair survived some early scares and
put on 119 for the second wicket before Elgar
was caught behind off part-time medium-
pacer Shan Masood for 50, one ball after reach-
ing his half-century.

Amla finished a year in which he found
top form by making 63 not out.

The value of the partnership between Elgar
and Amla was shown as Theunis de Bruyn and
captain Faf du Plessis both fell cheaply before
Temba Bavuma swept Yasir Shah for four to
take South Africa past their target of 149 short-
ly before tea on the third day.

Both captains, Du Plessis and Pakistan's
Sarfraz Ahmed, made 'pairs' by being dis-
missed without scoring in both innings.

Pakistan made an ideal start when Hasan
Ali trapped Aiden Markram leg before wick-
et before a run had been scored.

Hasan and Mohammad Amir did not con-
cede a run off the bat until Amla clipped
Hasan for four in the sixth over.

There were two crucial incidents with the
total on 16, either of which could have swung
the game in Pakistan's favour.

Amla, on eight, was dropped by Fakhar
Zaman at third slip off Hasan when he
slashed hard at the ball, which flew at chest
height to the fielder. In the next over, Elgar,
on four, edged new bowler Shaheen Shah

Afridi low to first slip where Azhar Ali
appeared to take a diving catch.

On-field umpires Bruce Oxenford and
Sundaram Ravi conferred before referring to
television umpire Joel Wilson with a 'soft' sig-

nal of out, indicating they thought it was a
clean catch.

After looking at several replays, including
super-slow close-ups, Wilson ruled the ball
had bounced and Elgar was reprieved.

The decision clearly astonished the
Pakistan players and coach Mickey Arthur was
seen leaving his place on the players' balcony
and going to the adjacent office of match ref-
eree David Boon.

Television commentator Michael Holding
criticised his fellow West Indian Wilson.

"I'm convinced he was out," said Holding.
"I think the third umpire made a mistake. The
protocol says you have got to be 100 percent
sure the decision was wrong to change it."

In a similar situation, Indian captain Virat
Kohli was given out in the recent second Test
against Australia in Perth when television
umpire Nigel Llong found no conclusive evi-
dence to overturn a 'soft' signal from the on-
field umpires.

Elgar and Amla survived some testing
bowling from the Pakistan seamers and grad-
ually began to lift the scoring rate on a pitch
which favoured bowlers throughout.

South African fast bowler Duanne Olivier
was named man of the match for his match
return of 11-96.

The second Test begins in Cape Town on
January 3. 
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Bundled out for a paltry 151 in the first innings, pacer Pat
Cummins on Friday said Australian batsmen need to learn

a lot from India captain Virat Kohli and Cheteshwar Pujara
on how to pace their knocks on this MCG pitch.

Pujara and Kohli had put on 170 runs in the first innings
to help India declare at a mammoth 443 for seven and
Cummins said the Australian batsmen need to take a cue from
the visiting duo's temperament.

"It was obviously not ideal. We turned up thinking of a good
first innings score and be right in the game. We wanted to take
this result away from them. This is a young batting group and
they are working hard. They are trying their best, but it is just
one of those things. Today it didn't come off," Cummins said
after the day's play.

"What we saw from India's first innings, we saw tem-
perament of Pujara and Virat and how they pace their innings.
They absorb pressure because on this kind of wicket, it is hard
to score runs.

"You have to face a lot of balls to get big scores and it is
probably one of those wickets where you do the hard work early.
Keep absorbing pressure and score later, but evidently it did
not work for us today," he added.

%�"!�
	��4� Jasprit Bumrah
said his experience of getting
reverse swing on slower pitch-
es in first class cricket helped
him get the best out of a docile
MCG track after his six-wicket
haul put India in command in
the third Test here.

Bumrah's produced a
career-best effort of 6/33 in
15.5 overs, becoming the first
bowler from the subcontinent to
take a five-for or more in South
Africa, England and Australia in
the same year.

"When I was bowling there,
the wicket had become really
slow and the ball had become
soft... I tried to bowl a slower
one, a fuller slow ball. Maybe it
will dip or go to short cover. It
worked because the ball had
started reversing," Bumrah said
on Friday.

"When we play on similar
wickets back home, the ball

reverses. So you try to make the
most of it. We were trying to use
our experience in First-Class
cricket where we have bowled
with reverse-swinging balls.
That was the plan," he added.

Bumrah's exploits helped
India bowl out Australia for a
meagre 151 in the first innings
on the third day of the Boxing
Day Test.

In fact, the pacer returned
with 45 wickets in nine Tests this
year and Bumrah said he isn't
surprised by his rich vein of
form in his maiden season in
Test cricket.

"I am not surprised. If I say
I don't believe in myself, who
else will? I just try to back
myself in any situation that I go.
Yes the start has been good and
I have played in England, South
Africa and here - three different
kinds of conditions," said
Bumrah. PTI
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India's success against top-
ranked nations this year has

instilled a new self-belief and
helped the women's hockey
team shed its underdog tag,
feels skipper Rani Rampal.

Indian women's hockey
team won a historic Silver at
the 18th Asian Games and
another Silver at the Asian
Champions Trophy this year.
They also finished at the quar-
terfinals at the World Cup in
London and ended at the
fourth place at the
Commonwealth Games.

"Though we would have
preferred to win Gold medal
at the 18th Asian Games
Jakarta-Palembang as well as
the Asian Champions Trophy,
I believe overall, we had a good
outing in 2018," Rani said.

"Beating England 2-1 at
the Commonwealth Games, a
1-1 draw against them at their

home turf during the
Women's World Cup in
London and a 0-1 loss to
Australia in the semi-final at
Gold Coast has given the
team tremendous confidence

and a self-belief.
"We can give top teams a

run for their money in big-
ticket tournaments. We are no
longer considered an under-
dog team by our opponents
and that's our biggest take-
away from 2018."

Speaking of the year
ahead, Rani said the team's
ultimate goal will be to qual-
ify for the 2020 Tokyo
Olympic Games.

"We will be reporting to
the National Camp in the first
week of January and begin our
preparations in this crucial
Olympic cycle where we will
be playing Olympic
Qualifiers," Rani said.

"Though personally I still
regret not winning the Gold
Medal at the Asian Games
which would have earned us
direct qualification, I believe
the result has only motivated
and instilled a fighting spirit
in us." 
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Chief coach Stephen Constantine on Friday
made it clear that he believes in the ability

of his players and not their ages, saying he can
foresee a team which can serve Indian football
for the next 10 years.

India is fielding the second youngest side
with an average age of 25 in the forthcoming
AFC Asian Cup in UAE slated to begin from
January 5.

"I never differentiate between seniors and
juniors. They are all playing for India. I'm not
interested in their ages, but their abilities. Our
average age is about 25. The situation is fantas-
tic for Indian Football where we can foresee a
team for the next 10 years," Constantine said,
the morning after India played a goalless draw
against Oman in an international friendly.

"After this tournament, we'll have a young
Indian squad with an experience of playing in
an Asian Cup," he added.

Referring to the goalless draw against
Oman, Constantine said he was pleased with the
efforts of his side.

"It was a very good game for us. Oman were
a very difficult opponent and have been unbeat-

en in the last 12 months. The boys worked very
hard and I'm very pleased with the positive
result," he said.

"It was phenomenal from the work-rate per-
spective. The numbers are exceptional. We were
superb physically."

Oman headed into the match with a 12-
match-unbeaten-run which included victories
against the likes of Kuwait, Palestine, Bahrain
and even world-cuppers Saudi Arabia.
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game.
Earlier, Australia sunk to 145-

7 at tea. Post lunch, it took only
four overs for Bumrah to strike
again as he bowled Travis Head
(20), playing on in the 37th over.

Australia were in dire straits at
92-5 and things didn't improve
when Ravindra Jadeja (2-45) struck
for a second time against Mitchell
Marsh (9). The batsman tried an
exaggerated onside flick, but ended
up edging to slip as the ball explod-
ed off the pitch.

The hosts managed to cross
100 in the 41st over, but were
struggling at 102-6. The next pair
then batted with more patience and
cut down on attacking strokes for
the next hour.

In doing so, Paine and Pat
Cummins (17) added 36 runs for
the seventh wicket and added
some respectability to the total
amid the ruins. To India's credit,
they never relented the bowling
pressure and executed their plans
to near perfection.

It could have been different,
but Cummins was dropped on 2 by
keeper Rishabh Pant off Hanuma
Vihari in the 50th over.

Just when it appeared that
Australia might avoid another dis-
missal, Mohammed Shami (1-27)
got into the attack and bowled him
to give India the advantage again.

The visitors struck four blows
in the morning session as Australia
were reduced to 89-4 at lunch.

Starting from overnight 8-0,
Australia were under the pump
early on as Ishant Sharma (1-41)
and Bumrah gave them no room
for manoeuvring.

Ishant struck in the fifth over
of the morning as Mayank Agarwal
scooped up a sharp catch at short
mid-wicket to send back Aaron
Finch (8). The fielder was stationed
there for any aerial shot and the
plan worked to get an early break-
through.

Four overs later, Marcus Harris
(22) went for an uncontrolled pull
and found the fine leg fielder as
Bumrah celebrated his first wick-
et of the day.

India used the scoreboard
pressure to good effect as Jadeja
came on to bowl with close-in
fielders all around the bat. Usman
Khawaja (21) fell to this ploy,
caught at short leg, as Australia
slipped further to 53-3 in the 20th
over.

Shaun Marsh (19) and Head
then added 36 runs for the fourth
wicket and brought some sem-
blance of stability to the Australian
innings. They used good foot-
work against Jadeja to smother the
possibility of turn from the rough.

But Bumrah came up with an
inspirational yorker at the stroke of
lunch, and the slow dipping deliv-
ery caught Shaun Marsh plumb in
front of the wicket, as Australia's
top-order was completely blown
away on this third morning.I�������#�
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Eating a healthy breakfast
helps us feel more focused
for the coming day,
whether we are at work or
simply getting on with our

daily routines. There’s nothing worse
than being constantly aware that you
are hungry and counting the min-
utes until lunchtime. Eating food in
the morning not only fuels us until
lunchtime but actually gives our
brains the essential energy to func-
tion and focus better on tasks
throughout the day.

It’s quite a simple equation - if
you don’t eat, you won’t feel so great!
Well this especially applies to your
first meal of the day. The next time
you wake up, think about the last
time you ate – it might be anything
up to ten hours so why make your-
self wait longer? Our bodies need
energy to function, and that energy
comes from food. As soon as we start
eating in the morning, we kickstart
our body chemistry which gets us
feeling energised and ready for the
day.

Well, hopefully we have con-
vinced a few of you to get up a lit-
tle earlier and eat yourselves a love-
ly, healthy in the breakfast in the
morning. Trust us, you’ll feel better
for it. Going for a breakfast that is
high in carbohydrates like oatmeal
can drastically improve your mood

in the morning. When you sleep for
eight hours or more, your body loses
nutrients and we can become irrita-
ble when we wake up. When you
supply your body with the energy it
needs, you feel more satisfied and
happy throughout the day. You’re
supplied with the essential nutrients
that kick start your mind so you can
start your day with a good attitude.

Eating a healthy breakfast of
essential nutrients can help you
improve your overall health, well-
being, and even help you do better
in school or work. It’s worth it to get
up a few minutes earlier and throw
together a quick breakfast. You’ll be
provided with the energy to start
your day off right.

People's energy needs vary
depending on activity levels and life
stage but typically men require
more energy than women. Growing
children require a lot of energy, as
an example boys aged 7-10yrs should
consume approx. 1970 kcals per day,
and girls aged 7-10yrs should con-
sume approx. 1740 kcals. For adults,
men require approx. 2500 kcals and
women approx. 2000 kcals per day.

Breakfast is an excellent occasion
to eat together as a family when pos-
sible. Establishing good breakfast
habits in childhood and maintain-
ing them throughout adolescence
may be an important factor in

reducing the prevalence of breakfast
skipping and developing good eat-
ing habits that last a lifetime.

Those that are calorie-conscious
could be forgiven for thinking that
skipping out a meal will help them
lose weight, but in fact the opposite

may happen instead. If you don’t eat
breakfast, you’re way more likely to
end up snacking throughout the
morning, which could pile up the
unhealthy calories! Stay away from
overly-refined snacks with added
sugar.

It’s quite a simple equation - if
you don’t eat, you won’t feel so great!
Well this especially applies to your
first meal of the day. The next time
you wake up, think about the last
time you ate – it might be anything
up to ten hours so why make your-
self wait longer? Our bodies need
energy to function, and that energy
comes from food. As soon as we start
eating in the morning, we kick start
our body chemistry which gets us
feeling energized and ready for the
day.

Protein in the morning will
jump-start your metabolism and
make you feel fuller longer helping
to avoid those mid morning temp-
tations and cravings.

Fiber from fruits, vegetables
and whole grains is important for
digestion. Men should consume 38
grams per day and women should
get 25 grams, including soluble and
insoluble fiber. Three grams of sol-
uble fiber in the diet can have cho-
lesterol-lowering effects.

Many breakfasts are full of car-
bohydrates, so this is the perfect time
to make those whole-grain choices.
Whole grains are rich in the B vita-
mins thiamine, riboflavin and niacin,
which provide energy.  To keep you
marching through your day.

Probably the most appealing
benefit is that breakfast jumpstarts

your metabolism and, thus, helps
you burn more calories throughout
the day.

When you eat breakfast you're
telling your body that there are plen-
ty of calories to be had for the day.
When you skip breakfast the mes-
sage your body gets is that it needs
to conserve rather than burn any
incoming calories

Breakfast helps you reach your
daily recommended servings of fruit
and vegetables. Those who eat
breakfast also tend to consume
more milk and whole grains than
those who skip the meal. And as you
probably know, milk offers up
important calcium for your body.

Breakfast also fills your stomach,
helping you to avoid overeating
and snacking later in the day.

Breakfast balances blood sugar
levels. Eating in the morning helps
your body better break down glu-
cose, also called blood sugar. In fact,
you can avoid glucose fluctuations
throughout the day by eating fruit,
grains, and lean protein within two
hours of waking.

Breakfast kickstarts your metab-
olism. Breakfast jump-starts your
metabolism in the morning. Getting
your metabolism working early
helps burn calories throughout the
day. Skipping breakfast tells your
body to conserve, rather than burn,

extra calories.
Energy; breakfast gives your

brain and body the fuel to start func-
tioning properly

Brain booster; if you and kids are
having a healthy and enriched break-
fast you will be improving your
memory and your ability to concen-
trate

Better mood; the energy gained
from a healthy breakfast, will let you
experience an improved mood and
lower stress levels. Enhanced diges-
tion; the consumption of yoghurt
and fiber rich foods help you keep
regular and reduce the risk of colon
cancer

Stronger bones; breakfast gives
you the chance to consume food rich
in calcium, vitamin D and protein

Healthier heart; breakfast eaters
usually go for a variety of healthy
choices low in cholesterol and satu-
rated fat. Thus they will be protect-
ed from many chronic diseases such
as high blood pressure, diabetes and
heart disease.Better endurance; you
definitely need fuel for your morn-
ing workouts

Nutrition benefits; breakfast is a
great opportunity to consume nutri-
tious and light foods. It can be a good
source of many vitamins and min-
erals if you pick healthy ideas, like
whole grains, fruits, skimmed dairy
products and vegetables
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Actress and theatre
veteran Lushin
Dubey feels that
theatre has become
more fearless over

the years in terms of breaking
the norms. She also calls the
medium the father of films and
stresses that it’s best to partic-
ipate in both and not treat
either like a poor cousin of the
other.

“I think theatre has become
more fearless over the years in
terms of scripts, direction,
music, costumes, breaking of
norms and ideas. I do believe
that having conviction in a pro-
ject is more than 50 per cent
success,” Lushin said. 

“Theatre is the father of
films. For those who believe
that success in the arts field is
not measured by just monies
and it’s makings, they will
attest that theatre is a towering
medium of expression, more
powerful than most other
mediums because it demands
so much from an individual
like expression, voice, physique
and so many other skills,”
Lushin said when asked about
the changes that she has seen
in the people’s mindset towards
theatre over the years. 

The Indian stage actor and
director has directed, acted in
and scripted many drama pro-
ductions over 20 years. She is
known for her solo plays
Untitled and Pinki Virani’s Bitter
Chocolate with theatre director
Arvind Gaur.

She acted in films Partition
and Perfect Husband in 2007
and Murder Unveiled in 2005
— for which she won the 2006
Gemini Award for Best
Performance by an Actress in
a Featured Supporting Role in
a Dramatic Program or Mini-
Series.

Now she is back with yet
another theatre production
reinventing the popular story of
The Sleeping Beauty along with
Bubbles Sabharwal. 

“Kids World (her produc-
tion company) has written and
directed innumerable produc-
tions over the years and this
one is a classic re-written.
Importance is linked not just to
the classic replaying (albeit an
improvised version) but to all

these factors that interplay in
the kids presentation of their
acting prowess on stage. Each
environment offers a podium
for fearlessness to grow and
confidence to grow,” she said.

However when asked if
theatre is facing challenges

when it comes to attracting
youth, she said that most youth
are there in it.

“Some are immersed and
some are impatient, wanting to
make it quickly in the big
world of films. It’s not that sim-
ple. Filmline and a successful

entry into it may or may not
happen. So it’s best to partici-
pate in both and not treat
either like a poor cousin of the
other. I strongly believe that
working in both the mediums
is important,” she said. 

Lushin calls theatre her
baby as is Kids World. “It
belongs to us I am not depen-
dent on anyone for its opera-
tion or its movement forward.
It belongs to us and our chil-
dren. Not to be dependent on
anyone gives us a liberated feel-
ing. Besides, a film is a direc-
tor’s medium and theatre is an
actor’s medium. Even in my
adult acting and solo perfor-
mances, I am dependent on no
one but myself,” she said.

Does she feel that senior
actors are not getting enough
roles in Bollywood films now?

“In India, age defines a lot
on screen. There are a huge
number of films being made.
Mumbai is congested with
actors wanting to make it —
young, middle aged and older
ones. There is no dearth of
actors. Whatever has come my
way has come through with no
pushing from my side,” she
said. 

“I don’t even live in
Mumbai. Also, I live partly in
the US, so I do films because
films have sought me, not the
other way round,” she added. 

Asked about her plans,
Lushin said that her next piece
is for adults. 

“I plan to direct (the piece),
but cannot disclose much about
it right now. I like to soak off
life. To never stop. To keep
going with new thoughts, new
ideas and beginnings. I like the
fact that I am restless and live
in a world of imagination and
dreams. Though I dream and
plan I always surprise myself
too. According to me that is the
essence of joy, to not have
everything predicted for you,”
she said.

J�8!�

The year bore witness to a plethora of
new material from various metal
artistes. As they — old and new, the

famous and the underground — decided
on innovations and new ideas, it energised
a whole genre.

At the same time, rock charts showed
little or no creativity by most of the alter-
native and Indie bands that dominate,
rehashing the sound of their past. That,
however, does not mean that rock is dead.
There were still bands putting out some
really cool stuff.

Here’s a look at the top metal and rock
offerings which made a difference during
the year.

10. Metal: Pal by Kalmah. The Finnish
melodic death metal legends returned with
yet another brilliant album after five
years. While no means groundbreaking,
Pal features amazing arrangements,
melodies and death metal aggression and
technical dexterous precision. 

Rock: Eat The Elephant by A Perfect
Circle. American rock band’s fourth stu-
dio album was worth its 14-year wait. This
record is more of an atmospheric art rock
record and lacks the band’s previous
heavier alternative metal sound. But
nonetheless, it’s a great piece. 

9. Metal: Cobra Speed Venom by The
Crown. The Swedish melodic death and
thrash metallers have come back with
added energy. There is a lot of violent fer-
vour, growls, heavy thrash riffs, melodic
leads and powerful drumming. It is a com-
bination of thrash or death metal LP.

Rock: Prequelle by Ghost. While def-
initely not a straight-up pop rock album
as it does contain plenty of heavy elements,
this is far removed from metal, though it
does have a lot going on: Hard rock, pop
rock, and for the first time arena rock. Most
songs have the element of catchiness due
to the openly pop influences here such as
ABBA. 

8. Metal: The Wake by Voivod. One of
the most underrated and creative bands,

the Canadian progressive thrash metal vet-
erans have released one of the greatest
albums of their career. It manages to rival
their original classics like Killing Technology
and Dimension Hatross while combining
modern production. 

Rock: Stone Temple Pilots by Stone
Temple Pilots. The self-titled album of the
San Diego legends brings their trademark
sound of distortion-filled heavy hard rock

riffs, marked by a psychedelic but also
grooving melodic atmosphere. New lead
singer Jeff Gutt does a splendid job. 

7. Metal: Electric Messiah by High on
Fire. You can always count of Matt Pike if
you want something barbaric. This is def-
initely one of High On Fire’s best. This
album descends upon you with a pletho-
ra of monstrously heavy riffs and is just
straightforward metal.

Rock: Still Cyco Punk After All These
Years by Suicidal Tendencies. While essen-
tially a near complete re-recording of front-
man Mike Muir’s 96 solo album Lost My
Brain, it is still fully energetic, raw, fast,
hard and fun.

6. Metal: Rainier Fog by Alice in
Chains. The band is renowned for their
dark and heavy sound and bleak subject
matter. Rainier sounds a bit closer to their

older stuff while nonetheless having the
sensibilities of their newer sound. Another
truly brilliant record by AIC.

Rock: Living the Dream by Slash Ft.
Myles Kennedy and Conspirators. When
making a rock’n roll record with heaviness
and attitude one can never truly go wrong
with the guitar legend Slash and vocalist
Myles Kennedy. Bluesy hard rock riffs and
passionate soaring vocals, grooving drums
and strong bass make this record yet
another strong hard rock piece. 

5. Metal: Devouring Radiant Light By
Skeletonwitch. Rather underrated,
Skeletonwitch is an American band which
plays blackened melodic thrash metal. In
Devouring, there is a change in vocalists
and the style is different. The black metal
tendencies are less and the music packs
progressive tendencies and a powerful
atmospheric element.

Rock: Time and Space by Turnstile.
American punk band’s second album is an
instant classic for the hardcore scene. It has
pretty much everything you want — raw,
loud, aggressive, heavy, short and does not
mess around with any experimental ten-
dencies. 

4. Metal: Automata Part I and II by
Between the Buried and Me. A double-part
concept album, about a man whose
dreams are broadcasted worldwide as a
form of entertainment. While the second
part of this record is superior, the first is
no slouch either. The band beautifully bal-
ances their progressive elements with a
refined melodic technical death metal
sound. 

Rock: Ember by Breaking Benjamin.
Rarely has a band sounded so consistent
and yet not managed to grow dull. It has
hard heavy metallic riffs, melodic chorus-
es with clean singing and raw screams
packed with a dark emotional atmosphere.
Nothing different and yet everything
sounds fresh and original.

3. Metal: Thunderbolt by Saxon. One
of the most legendary bands in heavy metal

history, Saxon were part of the New Wave
of British Heavy Metal. Anyone who
thought that Saxon’s quality may have
dropped as a result of their age is in for a
severe shock. This album has everything.
Just listen and be transported to Valhalla.

Rock: Book of Bad Decisions by Clutch.
Full of hard, raw gritty engaging songs,
with southern rock and blues influences.
And it packs a punch.

2. Metal: Firepower by Judas Priest.
One of the first metal bands in history. It
is just full-on energy packed, no messing
around, straight-up melodic metal.
Another masterpiece by The Metal God.

Rock: Vaxis Act 1: The Unheavenly
Creatures by Coheed And Cambria.
Having influences in hard rock, alterna-
tive rock, progressive rock, metal and
punk, it is a continuation of the concept
based on frontman Claudio Sanchez’s
comic book series The Armory Wars.
Engaging to say the least. 

1. Metal: Queen of Time by Amorphis.
It is one of the greatest Finnish metal
bands. While their style has changed,
Amorphis have come out as an evolved
animal, their sound being a unique mix of
melodic death metal, heavy metal, folk
metal and progressive metal. Everything
about it speaks perfection.

Rock: Lost on the Road to Eternity by
Magnum. What is astounding about the
British progressive rock veterans is how
inspired Bob Catlin and Tom Clarkin, the
creative core of Magnum, manage to
sound in their 70s. It is all you can want
— melodic, catchy, progressive and full of
pomp.

Honourable mentions:
Metal: Love In Shadow by Sumac; A

New Kind Of Horror by Anaal Nathrakh;
The Science by Sleep; Our Raw Heart by
YOB; Diluviu by Obscura;  and Sunshine
Dust by Skyharbor.

Rock: Vicious by Halestorm; Resistance
Is Futile by Manic Street Preachers and Joy
As An Act Of Resistance by Idles. J�8!�

This year, on a profession-
al note, has been a very
satisfying one. It began

with performances at interna-
tional festivals in Hungary and
Germany and went on to sever-
al other workshops during the
summer, encompassing various
countries of Europe and Turkey.
It was a series of whirlwind per-
forming tours at several nation-
al festivals in various cities and
towns.

However, one thing that
remained common in all the
international and national work-
shops was that the participants
showed a tremendous interest in
the Indian classical dance form,
Kathak. It dates back to over two
and half thousand years, pre-dat-
ing the Natyashastra. I was sim-
ply bowled over by the questions
asked by the students and mem-
bers of such meets and work-
shops, be it abroad or in Indian
cities.

This drove some innovation
in performances. Two of the
most challenging acts that the
year welcomed were the ballet
productions based on Ramdhari
Singh Dinkar’s Rashmirathi and
on the select verses of the
Bhagwad Gita, with lesser-
known episodes of the
Mahabharata titled The
Bhagwad: Ma Ganga Dhyayati. 

Dinkar’s celebrated work
Rashmirathi, centering around
the sorrowful life of Karna,
Kunti’s first-born child whom
she had abandoned as he was
born before her marriage, pre-
sented the poignancy of Karna

and Kunti with all hues of
human emotions trapped in
moral dilemmas. On the other
hand, The Bhagwad’s theme
centred around the pessimistic
thoughts of mind that pollute the
environment through our
actions as human weaknesses
have constantly been exhibited
ages after ages, be it in the peri-
od of Mahabharata as well.  Set
in five acts, it explores the prac-
tice of virtues of abstention
from greed, non-egoism, of
eschewing pride, anger and
desire for revenge, for they spell
disaster in the long run as has
been exhorted in the Holy

Bhagwad Gita.
There were more wonderful

performances, in which I was
involved as well — Kalidasa’s
poetic work Shakuntala. The
performance saw music com-
posed by the early 19th centu-
ry famous Austrian composer
Franz Schubert. The perfor-
mance, staged at packed hous-
es in three cities, Delhi, Kolkata
and Mumbai, was played live by

the Austrian Chamber
Orchestra and sung by the
members of Shillong Choir.

Another challenging assign-
ment that I was involved with
was acting in a feature film that
is scheduled for release some
time in 2019. I am looking for-
ward to it as it’s an eternal story
of dilemmas and uncertainties
that each individual in all pro-
fessions go through and is an
attempt at diversifying my artis-
tic expression. As a guru, it was
most heartening to see my dis-
ciples Shivani Varma, Mrinalini,
Ragini Madan and Kristina
Dolinina (Lithuanian) winning
great accolades from artistes
and connoisseurs alike.

On the academic front, my
new book Illuminating Classical
Dance through Yoga was
launched at the International
Festival on Health and Yoga
under the aegis of Ministry of
AYUSH at Goa. The ongoing
research on Kathaks of kathak
villages (villages named after the
community of story-tellers),
sprung several surprises that led
to awareness of a living tradition
of the kathaks in the temples of
Ayodhya and such other holy
places.

On the artistic scene, the
year has seen creativity at vari-
ous levels from artistes of sever-
al genres bursting forth non-stop
despite challenging circum-
stances, especially in the field of
Kathak. It was heartening to see
such dedication to a classical
dance form in the pop culture
environment of today.
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Growing up, George
Hardeen never thought
too much about being
related to arguably the
most famous magician

of all time, whose name is synony-
mous with great escape.

But at 66, the Arizona man is
delving into the history of his great-
uncle Harry Houdini in a journey at
the heart of a new series on the
Science Channel.

“We spoke to many collectors and
historians. These guys live Houdini all
the time,” Hardeen said. “They know
more about Houdini than I will ever
be able to.”

Houdini’s Last Secrets, which
begins airing on January 6, follows
Hardeen as he and escape artist Lee
Terbosic explore the engineering
behind some of Houdini’s most leg-
endary feats.

The Hungarian-born illusionist,
who came to the U.S. as a child, gen-
erated headlines in the early 1900s for
escaping from handcuffs, straitjack-
ets and even a milk can.

Each of the four episodes focus-
es on a different stunt, including being
buried alive and the water torture cell,
in which Houdini was lowered upside
down into a water tank with his feet
locked in stocks. A stunt builder con-
structs the props, and Terbosic re-
enacts the stunts.

“No one knows how Houdini did
the tricks. So, we pondered it and
came up with our own methodology
so that Lee could perform the trick,”
Hardeen said.

Wyatt Channell, a Science
Channel executive producer, said
Houdini knew how to create a per-
sona and hold people’s interest but the
programme tries to look at him from
a different perspective.

“Everybody thinks of him as an
escape artist, illusionist and magician.
But there was a ton of engineering
behind what he was doing,” Channell
said.

The production company
approached Hardeen about a year ago.

“I think, in many ways, the show
is George’s journey,” Channell said.
“George is really the one, as the every-
man, asking the questions we all are
wondering — How Houdini did these
things.”

It also touches on other questions,
such as whether Houdini could have
been recruited to be a spy. For that,
Hardeen interviewed John
McLaughlin, former acting director of
the CIA and a lifelong magician and
Houdini fan.

Hardeen’s grandfather Theo
Hardeen was Houdini’s younger
brother and an illusionist in his own
right. George Hardeen’s father didn’t
tell his son about his magical lineage

until he was about 10.
“My sister found a piece of mail

that came addressed to my dad,
Harry Houdini Hardeen. He always
went by Harry H. Hardeen,” Hardeen
said. “That’s when he basically told us.”

The show has helped Hardeen
learn more about the man behind the
magician.

Houdini, who died on Halloween
1926 at 52, and other family members
had an incredible work ethic and
aimed to be the best, Hardeen said.
Houdini ran 10 miles (16 kilometers)
a day to keep his body in peak shape
but also was a hoarder with a compul-
sive side, he said.

“It jibes with stuff my dad told
me,” said Hardeen, a communication
consultant for an Arizona utility.

The show brought him to the
House of Houdini, a museum in his
ancestral home of Budapest, Hungary,
where he hopes to take his three chil-
dren.

His youngest daughter, Shonie
Hardeen, said she would love that
opportunity. The 24-year-old from the
Arizona mountain town of Flagstaff
said the show has increased her inter-
est in her dad’s family and Houdini.

“Some people are from Europe,
and they can’t pinpoint it. I guess it’s
easier for my family to figure out stuff
because he’s been written about for so
long,” Shonie Hardeen said. J8+

The exhilarating and terrifying
journey of the Winchester
brothers continues as

Supernatural enters its 14th thrilling
season. Jared Padalecki as Sam and
Jensen Ackles as Dean have spent
their lives on the road, battling every
kind of supernatural threat. Over
the years, after countless adventures,
they have faced vampires, ghosts,
demons, shapeshifters, angels and
fallen gods – but what will the
brothers encounter next? Lets catch
up with Jared Padalecki to find
out… 

After 13 seasons of
Supernatural, how much do you
enjoy playing the role of Sam
Winchester? 

I enjoy Sam Winchester, no
doubt in that. Selfishly, I learn a lot
about Jared by playing Sam. Plus, I
enjoy the hell out of the people I
work with. It’s no secret that me and
Ackles are dear friends. I met the
mother of my kids on the show, and
I enjoy Misha [Collins, who plays
Castiel]. I think people sense the fact
that we all legitimately enjoy each
other. There’s no bad apple here. I
enjoy telling the journey. I love being
a storyteller, and I can’t think of
another TV show or movie that I’d
rather be on as an actor. I get to do
everything in this show. I get to do
comedy, play different characters. I

get to die and then come back. I
even get to be in Scooby-Doo. I’m
really happy to do it. 

How would you describe Sam’s
role at the start of season 14? Does
he have more leadership respon-
sibilities than before? 

It’s different to when he led
hunters against the British Men of
Letters. There he was like, “Okay, we
can do this. I need to lead this fac-
tion.” Now he’s the de facto leader.
It’s like, “Oh God… I guess it’s all on
me now. Okay, what do I do? But I’m
worried about my brother, and this
and that.” He has people from a dif-
ferent universe living in the Men of
Letters bunker. These people want
to kill Michael. It’s a tricky situation.
Sam’s goal is to save Dean and kill
Michael. Michael destroyed their
planet. They don’t care about Dean,
but they obviously want to exact
vengeance on this archangel who
destroyed everybody they knew, so
Sam has to calm the waters. It’s
something I think that Sam is good
at. 

How much do you enjoy
exploring the new side to the
character of Sam? 

I enjoy the parts of Sam where
he goes, “I am lion. Hear me roar!”
But I also enjoy the almost com-
manding general part of Sam bet-

ter; the behind-the-scenes thing.
Sam knows he’s got brawn, but I
think he also knows that his power
lies in his brain. The powerful Sam
is cool and fun, but I prefer the more
measured approach from him. I
enjoy the thoughtful, pensive, aca-
demic, and research-driven Sam.

How does it feel to have Jensen
Ackles play the big bad in?

It’s fun. We approached it a lit-
tle bit before when he was demon
– but this is different. There have
been times where Dean and Sam
have been at odds; where Dean’s
been in the wrong or Sam’s been in
the wrong, but that’s always fun to

explore. This is a totally new dynam-
ic, but it’s going to be interesting to
see how it all pans out. 

At Comic-Con in San Diego,
you made a joke about the discus-
sions on whether or not you could
have facial hair in Supernatural.
Was there really a big debate?

For me, it wasn’t as much of an
issue. I think Jensen wanted facial
hair, but they were like, “No.” I was
allowed facial hair, but there’s some
reasoning behind it. When the new
season starts, it’s a couple months
after the finale. I enjoy the fact that
there was a passage of time. At that
point in time, I figured there’s a lot

going on with Sam. There are the
hunters in the Men of Letters
bunker. Sam is trying to find
Michael and  Dean. He’s also trying
to help Jack [played by Alexander
Calvert] who’s now human. At the
start of the season, I feel like Sam is
at the point where’s he’s a little too
distracted to eat. Everything’s on the
go. He’s aware of the ticking clock.
He has more important things to
think about than tweezing his eye-
brows and lathering up his face to
take care of some facial hair.

Did you have to ask permis-
sion to have facial hair? 

Yes, but it wasn’t too much a

debate. When we started shooting,
I had a beard. I was very proud of
my beard, but it was too much. I
reached out [to the show’s executive
producers] to find out their
thoughts on the matter. I was like,
“Hey Bob. Hey Andrew. I read the
first few episodes. What do you
think about a little bit of facial hair?”
I talked about a few other things in
the script, too. They said, “Yeah, let’s
go with full stubble.” They would-
n’t say the word ‘beard’ but they said
‘full stubble.’ We trimmed it down. 

Let’s talk about the future of
the show, Jared. When
Supernatural finally comes to an
end, what would you like to see
happen? Would you like the story
to end violently or to see Sam and
Dean ride off happily into the sun-
set?

It feels weird to talk about the
end of Supernatural. Believe me, I’ve
thought about it before, but I don’t
like it. We have talked and thought
about it. As a fan of storytelling and
books, I think the boys have to die.
Why? Because I think that’s what
needs to happen. If the boys are
alive, they will continue to hunt.
And if they’re hunting, I want to see
them. For that reason, I think one
or both the boys has to go. I know
it would be difficult, but those are
my thoughts on the matter. I’m not
a writer. I don’t get my say. If they
keep it open, I would love to keep
on going – but that’s what I think. 

After 13 seasons of
Supernatural, each of the charac-
ters in the show have incredibly
developed. There are defining
traits in everyone. If you could
borrow one trait from another
character that could then be
explored more for Sam, what
would it be? 

I enjoy the quirkiness of Charlie
[played by Felicia Day]. I enjoy that
she gets to read the fantasy books.
Sam reads and he’s aware of what’s
going on, but he doesn’t get to nerd
out over stuff that he likes as much
as I wish he did. I’d love to see more
of that in the show. That would be
fun. 

When Salman Ali sang Karu Main Tera
Sajda for the first time on the stage of
Indian Idol season 10 as he auditioned

for the talent hunt show, there were three
speechless judges and applause all around to
commend his voice that had limitless capaci-
ties. Who knew he would survive a fierce 25-
week competition emerging as the winner?

Well, it hasn’t been easy even for someone
who began singing at the age of seven, or so he
believes. Salman, who hails from a family of pro-
fessional singers, said that struggle is a part of
everyone’s life and the only way out is to put your
heart and soul into whatever one’s passion is.

The singer believed that everyone’s aim
while entering such a show is to win. “So was
mine. To win. Even though I never expected that
it might come true for me, but I did all my efforts
into it to make it happen. I also thank all the
viewers and audience who voted for me,” he said.

When asked what has been one of the most
memorable experiences while being a contes-
tant on the reality TV show? He revealed that
it was meeting the two Khans — Shah Rukh and
Salman — and singing with the veteran singer
Kumar Sanu that he “will cherish all his life.
They joined me in my performance, liked it and
wished me luck. What better a thing than that?”

While there have been numerous debates
on how reality TV shows work in the real sce-
nario and that do they even help the young
aspiring artists battling to win? 

Salman, who has also been a part of the real-
ity TV show, Sa Re Ga Ma Pa Li’l Champs dur-
ing his childhood, said, “It does mount to a
tough competition where you feel that you might
lose or someone else is better than what you have

to offer. But the biggest thing is your resistance
and determination throughout the period of
struggle.”

However, reality TV talent hunt shows do
help the budding artists to a bit come closer to
their dreams, he felt. “It is not just about appear-
ing on national TV and that so many people are
able to watch you. It is also about how you as
a person evolve. Honestly, Neha Kakkar (mam)
and all the mentors have been really helpful to
make me grow as a person as well as a singer.”

He talked about the rehearsals and the rig-
orous routine that they have to follow. “We have
to rehearse over and over for one song. It’s a
tough schedule but important to follow,” said
he.

As more and more people are engaging
themselves on social media and targeting it as
a platform to showcase their talents, which
medium is the easier one? Salman answered,
“Definitely, it’s social media. People today have
online channels to showcase their dancing,
singing, and even magic talents. They don’t have
to wait for a particular show on TV to show-
case what they have. Though, yes it takes time
to get noticed there. The competition has risen.”

The 20-year-old singer, who has been
awarded with �25 lakh cash prize, and a Datsun
car, said that he will use the amount particu-
larly to boost his singing career. “I am looking
forward to collaborate with Vishal Dadlani (sir)
as he promised one to me on the show. I want
to try out my luck in singing for Bollywood
films as a playback singer,” he said.

However, he will also try out “acting” in
Bollywood now that he is “done with his
singing,” he laughed.a
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France  are the champions of
the world once again. Twenty
years after Didier Deschamps

lifted the trophy with the likes of
Zinedine Zidane, Patrick Viera
and Thierry Henry by his side, he
did so again, this time with the rest
of his coaching staff beside him. He
was not wearing the French blue
but a three-piece suit that got
drenched in the rain in Moscow. He
was the first French captain to lead
his team to a World Cup title in
1998 and on 15th July he became
the third man to win the title as cap-
tain and manager with the same
team.

This was the World Cup in
which strength on paper was
diminished to a useless statistic.
Germany ended the first round as
wooden spooners of their group,
Spain, Argentina and Brazil fell in
the knockouts. France themselves
ensured the ouster of Belgium. Out
of all the teams that were deemed
favourites before the World Cup
started, Les Bleus were the only side
that looked on course to proving
that tag right.

Over the years, World Cup
finals have tended to become drea-

ry affairs and there was a danger
that a tournament as entertaining
as the 2018 edition might be decid-
ed by a stinker of a match. How
misplaced were those fears?

France were put ahead in the
18th minute of the match by an
own goal from none other than
Mario Mandzukic. He had the
dubious honour of becoming the
first man to score an own goal in a
World Cup final but he would get
to make amends later in the match.
Exactly 10 minutes later, Ivan

Perisic equalised for Croatia after
a deft set-piece routine triggered by
the inconquerable Luka Modric.
The drama was not to end there.
Just over five minutes before half-
time, then referee, with assistance
from VAR gave France a penalty
kick due to an apparent handball by
Perisic. The validity of that decision
was debatable  – replays indicated
that Perisic did not move his hands
towards the ball – but Antoine
Griezmann was in no doubt as to
what he wanted to do with it. He
calmly rolled the ball past Danijel
Subasic into the bottom left-hand
corner and France were in the lead
at halftime. Therein lay record
number 2: France are the first team
to go into halftime of a World Cup
final in the lead.

The second half started with
Croatia all over the French defence.
Deschamps’ men weathered that
storm and it was not too long before
they extended their lead Paul Pogba
sent in a thunderous strike from the
edge of the box and extended
France’s lead to 3-1.

Minutes later, Kylian Mbappe
scored a similar goal, from outside
the box and that marked the third

record of the day — Mbappe
became the first teenager to score
a goal in the World Cup final since
the great Pele. Croatian shoulders
slumped at that point but this
match was not done yet.

France goalkeeper and captain
Hugo Lloris has built a reputation
of having a sturdy pair of hands and
a calm head to go with them in the
years in which he has been
Tottenham Hotspur and France’s
No 1 goalkeeper but he chose a very
wrong time to make an uncharac-
teristic blunder. He literally put the
ball into the path of Mandzukic
who tapped it in to goal. Record No
4 fell with that goal: Mandzukic
became the first player since
Netherlands’ Ernie Brandts in 1978
to score for his team and an own
goal in the same game. All those
second-half goals were scored with-
in the space of nine minutes and
after that, France held on. They kept
making attacking moves whenev-
er they could and eventually, the
Croatian players’ body language
said that they knew it was now a lost
cause. The final whistle came and
tears flowed on both camps, albeit
for opposite reasons.

Croatia and Real
Madrid midfielder

Luka Modric ended
Lionel Messi and
Cristiano Ronaldo's
dominance in the Ballon
d'Or awards by winning
the prestigious French
football award.

It was for the first
time in 10 years that nei-
ther Messi nor Ronaldo
was able to win this
award which they have
won record five times
each in past decade.

The midfielder, 33,
who helped Croatia
reach the men's World
Cup final in Russia in
the summer, is the first
Croatian to win the
prestigious prize, which
is voted for by journal-
ists.

On a historic
evening in Paris, the
ceremony had a
women's category for
the first time since its
inception in 1956, with

Norway's Ada
Hegerberg crowned the
inaugural women's
Ballon d'Or winner.

Kylian Mbappe,
who dazzled for France
as Les Bleus triumphed
in Russia in the summer,
won the newly-formed
Kopa award for the best

young player.
The 19-year-old fin-

ished fourth overall,
above Messi in fifth.
Ronaldo was second,
with France and Atletico
Madrid striker Antoine
Griezmann third and
Liverpool and Egypt star
Mo Salah sixth.
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In the most surprising
announcement of the

year Arsene Wenger, who
was serving as Arsenal’s
manager decided to leave
the club at the end of
2017-18 season, ending
his 22-year career as the
longest-serving manager
in the Premier League.

He won seven FA Cup
titles along with three
Premier League while at
the helm of the north
London club, the last of
which came as a result of
the unbeaten 'Invincibles'
season in 2003/04. 

While a week after
winning third UCL in as
many attempts, Zinedine
Zidane calls it time over
his Real Madrid job, he
was replaced by former
Spain boss Julen Lopetegui
but even his spell lasted for
only 138 days and was
sacked after Real lose
against Barcelona 5-1.

This was a massive
setback for Julen as he lost
his Spanish national team
job for the gaint club and
within five month he was out of favour from that also.

In the Premier League cycle, Chelsea sack Italian
Antonie Conte at the end of 2017-18 season, while
Manchester United parted ways with Jose Mourinho after
his side lose against Liverpool in the English Premier
League game.

During the World Cup also after the poor perfor-
mance by Argentina in the group stage and later their
round 16 exit against France, coach Jorge Sampaoli was
sacked by the Argentina football Federation.
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Two times defending champion
Real Madrid tharsh Liverpool 3-

1 in the final played at Kiev to win
record third consecutive UEFA
Champions League title.

After an evenly poised goalless
first half and their star striker
Mohamed Salah back into the dugout
after getting injured during a clash
with Real Madrid's captain Sergio
Ramos. Karim Benzema opened the
scoring for Spanish giants in the 51st
minute of the game after a goal-
keeping error by Loris Karius.

Benzema deflected a throw by
Karius back into the Liverpool's net
to put his side ahead in the big final.
However Real's advantage was very
short lived as Sadio Mane scored the

equalizer for the Merseyside club just
four minutes after Benzema's open-
er to bring match back on the level
terms.

In the 61st minute, Real substi-
tuted Gareth Bale in place of Isco and
within two minutes of his arrival the
Welshmen scored using an acrobat-
ic bicycle kick to finish cross by
Marcelo. And then in the 83rd
minute another mistake by Karius
helps Bale to net his second of the
night. This time a long range short by
Bale went through his (Karius) hands
into the net.

Real's star forward Cristiano
Ronaldo wasn't able to make into the
score sheet but he was the chief archi-
tect to Real's triumph to glory.
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Kylian Mbappe, Richarlison,
Jodan Sancho, Vinicius Junior,

Arthur Melo are some of those
names which you will hear in
many more years to come. By
virtue of their stellar performance
in 2018, these stars have shown that
why they are considered as the full
superstars. 

While Kylian Mbappe helped
France to win the World Cup and
is leading the goalscorer list in
Ligue 1, Richarlison gained
immense spotlight while playing
for Everton.
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In the most unexpected transfer of
2018, Portugal’s star Cristiano

Ronaldo leaves Real Madrid to join
Serie A champions Juventus for 100
million euros. After spending nine
seasons at Spanish capital and scor-
ing 450 goals in 438 games, five time
Ballon d’Or winner calls it time and
move to Turin in search of new chal-
lenges. His new deal will see him play
for the Old Lady for next four years. 

However in 2018, Cristiano’s
transfer wasn’t the only major switch
but a couple of more superstars left
their clubs in search of new life. 

England’s club Liverpool looked
to be the biggest gainer via these
transfers. The Merseyside club
strengethed its side by adding
Brazilian goalkeeper Alisson Becker,
Dutch defender Virgil Van Djik,
Swiss playmaker Xherdian Shaqiri,
Neby Keita and Fabinho and all
these five have added strength to the
Reds side because of which they are
sitting at top of the Premier League
table, still unbeaten and six points
ahead of second placed Tottenham.

Meanwhile, Borussia Dortmund
compeleted signing of Spanish for-

ward Paco Alcacer from Barcelona,
who on his loan spell at German
Bundesliga created magic on the
field for Dortmund by repeatedly
making his presence in the score-
sheet.

In the January transfer market,
Brazi l ian midfielder Philippe
Coutinho made his dream come but
joining Barcelona for 120 million plus
40 million benfits.

Also former Atletico and Chelsea
goalkeeper and World Cup golden
glove winner Thibaut Courtious
landed in spanish capital again but
this time to join the other Madrid
club. However by the end of his first
six months, he didn’t have a gala time
and faced a  lot of criticism.

In process of let Belgian go and
join Real, Chelsea brought Kepa to
London for the record price for any
goalkeeper. 

Manchester City landed Riyad
Mahrez from Leicester to add power
to the attacking unit. But Alexis
Sanchez stint at Old Trafford turned
out to be a bad dream for the Chile
international as he suffered to find
form under Jose Mourinho.
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