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Fresh firework has erupted in
the Rafale deal after a

French investigative website
Mediapart quoted an internal
Dassault Aviation document
revealing that the fighter jet
manufacturer had no option
but to enter into a joint venture
with Anil Ambani’s Reliance
Defence as it was presented as
“mandatory” and a “trade-off ”
if the French company had to
bag the 36 Rafale jets deal.

However, Dassault, in a
Press release on Thursday,
claimed it “has freely chosen to
make a partnership with India’s
Reliance Group” and added
that the decision was taken
under no duress.

Latching on the revela-
tion, Congress president Rahul
Gandhi on Thursday called
for an investigation, declaring
that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi “is corrupt.”  Also, he
demanded Modi’s resignation
and sought a probe into the role
of Modi in the deal. 

The BJP rubbished the
charges and termed Rahul a
“clown Prince” who has
acquired mastery in levelling
false allegations. 

The fresh revelation in the
Rafale came days after former
French President Francois
Hollande indicated that the
Indian Government nudged
France to have an offset deal
with Reliance.

Mediapart, which first
reported Hollande’s remarks,
said the Dassault management
had told its trade unions it was

“imperative and mandatory”
for the company to choose
Reliance as an offsets partner.
Incidentally, the report came
out on a day when Defence
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
left for Paris to hold bilateral
talks with her French counter-
part Florence Parly.

Quoting an internal docu-
ment of the aviation giant, the
news report said Deputy Chief
Executive officer of Dassault,
during a presentation to work-
ers representatives, said the
joint venture with Reliance for
setting up a plant at Nagpur

was “counterpartie.” 
The report said, “At

Dassault Aviation, according to
a document obtained by
Mediapart, the alliance with
Ambani was indeed presented
as a ‘counterpart’ to the Rafale
sales contract. “Dassault
Aviation’s deputy chief execu-
tive officer Loik Segalen made
this clear on May 11, 2017 dur-
ing a presentation of the
Nagpur Dassault Reliance
Aerospace joint venture to the
staff representatives: ‘It was
imperative and mandatory for
Dassault Aviation to accept this
counterpart, in order to get the

export contract from India,’
said the no.2 (of) the group,
according to elected staff,” the
report added.

The joint venture is known
as DRAL.

The Dassault was trans-
ferring its assembly line to pro-
duce the Falcon business jets at
the DRAL facility being built
in Nagpur, and had to explain
to its workers why it was not
creating jobs for French
labourers. The company iden-
tified Reliance as “counter-
part,” the news report said.

The Mediapart article said
the document suggested the

Dassault official had explained
to its staff that the joint venture
was a “trade-off.” 

The French aviation com-
pany, however, denied the
report and said it “has freely
chosen to make a partnership
with India’s Reliance Group.”
“This joint-venture, Dassault
Reliance Aerospace Ltd
(DRAL), was created February
10, 2017. Other partnerships
have been signed with other
companies such as BTSL, DEF-
SYS, Kinetic, Mahindra, Maini,
SAMTEL,... Other negotia-
tions are ongoing with a hun-
dred-odd other potential part-
ners,” Dassault said in a press
release.

The statement said within
the framework of the
September 2016 Inter-
Government Agreement
between France and India,
Dassault Aviation has sold 36
Rafale aircraft to India. In
compliance with the Indian
regulations (Defence
Procurement Procedure) and
as frequent with such a con-
tract, Dassault Aviation has
committed to offset in India
worth 50 per cent value of the
purchase.

The deal is worth over
�58,000 crore and the offsets
come to about �30,000 crore.

Continuing his broadside
against the Prime Minister,
Rahul alleged that Modi helped
his industrialist friend Anil
Ambani pocket �30,000 crore
in the purchase of 36 aircraft. 

The Congress president
also described Sitharaman’s
visit to France as part of a
“great cover-up”. 
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Pressure mounted on Union
Minister MJ Akbar to

resign after the RSS indicated
its support to the “victimised”
women journalists even as
Textile Minister Smirit Irani
backed the #MeToo movement
and said Akbar should speak
for himself.

Giving clear hints on
Sangh’s stand on the allegation
of sexual attempts made against
them by Akbar and others, RSS
joint general secretary
Dattatreya Hosabale shared a
post by Facebook executive
Ankhi Das, which said, “You
needn’t have a #MeToo
moment to support the women
journalists who have narrated
their victimisation. You need-
n’t even be a woman. You just
need to have a sensibility of
what is right and what is
wrong.”

Tweeting the Facebook
Executive’s post, Hosabale also
commented, “I liked it. She has
articulated what I was feeling”. 

Hosabale’s tweet in support
of female journalists who have
made complaint of sexual
harassment at their workplace
is seen significant as the social
media is gunning for the
alleged “predator”.

Close to the Sangh leader’s
tweet, Smriti Irani expressed
her solidarity with the women
who are speaking out and said
that “the gentleman (Akbar)
concerned would be better
positioned to speak on this
issue”. 

She urged people not to
mock the women who are
speaking out against the
harassment meted out to them.

“I have said again and
again on this particular issue,
especially about women speak-
ing out that anybody speaking
out in no way should be
shamed, victimised or mocked.
That is my only appeal to
everybody who is witnessing
this surge of outpouring of
emotion, anger on the internet
and offline also,” she said.

She underlined that
women don’t go to work to be
harassed but to work to live
their dreams and earn a
respectable living.

“So, I will say here today it
must be very difficult for
women to come out and talk
about whatever happened in
their professional lives. It is
extremely an important part of
time in our society where more
and more women are getting

the support, so they can speak
out. “I feel there are enough
instruments in our judicial and
police systems to deliver justice
and I am hopeful that all these
ladies who are speaking out get,
due to due process, the justice
that they deserve,” Irani said.

Foreign Minister Sushma
Swaraj had earlier chosen to
keep mum on the issue when
she was repeatedly asked to
comment on the allegations
against her junior ministerial
colleague.

Meanwhile, days after
terming the #MeToo move-
ment raging in the country a
“wrong practice”, BJP lawmak-
er Udit Raj on Thursday again
questioned what if complaints
outing men for allegedly sexu-
ally harassing women proved
wrong and the prestige of a
man was destroyed.

Taking action or seeking
resignation of an accused mere-
ly on a complaint of sexual
exploitation means there is no
need of police or the judicial
system, he said.

“Considering oral or writ-
ten complaint of the victim of
sexual exploitation as a judg-
ment and taking action or
seeking resignation means
there is no need of police or
judicial system. What if the
matter proves wrong and can
the soiled prestige of a man be
restored?” the BJP MP from
North-east Delhi tweeted.
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Self-styled godman Rampal
was on Thursday found

guilty by a Hisar court in two
separate cases of murder and
other offences.

Hisar Additional District
and Sessions Judge DR Chaliya
held controversial godman
Rampal along with 26 of his
followers guilty of two murders
and other offences, including
wrongful confinement of his
victims at his Satlok Ashram at
Barwala in Hisar.

The quantum of punish-
ment would be announced on
October 16 and 17.

Rampal has been in prison
since November 2014. A spe-
cial court was set up inside
Hisar’s Central Jail to pro-

nounce the judgment via
video-conference.

Rampal and 27 of his fol-
lowers were booked on
charges of murder and wrong-
ful confinement after four
women and a child were
found dead in his Satlok
Ashram on November 19,
2014. Another case was also
registered against Rampal and
his followers after a woman
was found dead in his ashram
on November 18.

The two cases against
Rampal and his followers were
lodged at Barwala police sta-
tion on November 19, 2014.
Besides the murder charges,
the Barwala police had also
invoked offences of wrongful
confinement in the two FIRs.

Thousands of his follow-

ers had clashed with police
when they had come to arrest
him following directions of
the Punjab and Haryana High
Court over contempt of court
in 2014.
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Avery severe cyclonic storm
packing winds of up to 150

kmph and widespread rain hit
eastern India on Thursday
killing eight people in Andhra
Pradesh and damaging homes,
uprooting trees and power
lines in the State and in Odisha.

Cyclone ‘Titli’ made land-
fall on the eastern coast early
on Thursday wreaking havoc
mainly in Srikakulam and
Vizianagaram districts of
Andhra Pradesh and Odisha’s
Gajapati and Ganjam districts.

Traffic on the Chennai-
Kolkata National Highway was
hit after the uprooted trees

blocked some sections of the
road, according to officials.

The South Central Railway
as well as East Coast Railway
cancelled several trains while
some were terminated midway,
officials said, adding a few
express trains were also divert-
ed. Train services between
Khurda Road in Odisha and
Vizianagaram in Andhra
Pradesh also remained sus-
pended since 10 pm on
Wednesday.

While no loss of lives was
reported in Odisha, “very
severe” cyclonic storm left a
trail of destruction uprooting
trees, electric poles and dam-
aging hutments. The cyclonic

storm system is now moving
northeastwards towards
Gangetic West Bengal across
Odisha and will weaken grad-
ually, the IMD said.

According to the India
Meteorological Department,
Cyclone ‘Titli’ made its landfall
near Palasa in Srikakulam dis-
trict, south west of Gopalpur in
Odisha with an estimated max-
imum sustained surface wind
speed of 140-150 km per hour
gusting to 165 km per hour
between 4.30 am and 5.30 am.
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The Enforcement
Directorate (ED) on

Thursday attached assets worth
Rs 54 crore of Karti
Chidambaram and his compa-
ny Advantage Strategic
Consulting Pvt Ltd. (ASCPL) in
INX Media money laundering
case. The attached assets
include immovable properties
in India, UK and Spain besides
deposits in banks.

The ED probe has revealed
that then INX promoters Peter
and Indrani Mukerjea met then
Finance Minister P
Chidambaram to expedite their
application for FIPB approval.

“The ED identified payments of
Rs 3.09 crore by Peter Mukerjea
to ASCPL and associated enti-
ties controlled by Karti through
manipulated debit notes.
During investigation, it was
admitted that debit notes were
raised on the directions of
Karti to show some transaction
which in fact did not occur,” the
ED said in a statement.

Mumbai: The BSE Sensex
slumped over 750 points to end
at a six-month low and NSE
Nifty ended below the 10,300
mark on Thursday as global
indices witnessed across-the-
board losses after investor sen-
timent was hit by heavy sell-off
in world markets.

The 30-share index, which
commenced with a gap down
opening, cracked over 1,000

points, breaching the 34,000-
mark and hit a low of 33,723.53,
before staging a partial recov-
ery to touch a high of 34,325.09
in afternoon trade. The gauge
finally ended 759.74 points, or
2.19%, lower at 34,001.15. This
is the lowest closing since April
11. It had gained 461.42 points
on Wednesday.

Similarly, the NSE Nifty
settled at 10,234.65, down

225.45 points, or 2.16%. It
moved between 10,138.60 and
10,335.95 in day trade. “The rea-
son for Thursday’s fall is clear-
ly global after President Trump’s
acerbic comments against the
Federal Reserve and the conse-
quent sharp fall witnessed in all
the major Asian markets,” said
Dheeraj Singh, Head of
Investments — Taurus AMC.

Detailed report on P10
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In yet another big setback to
three directors, including

Chairman & Managing
Director of beleaguered
Amrapali Group Anil Kumar
Sharma, the Supreme Court on
Thursday initiated contempt
proceedings against them and
directed that they be placed
under police surveillance for
the next 15 days.

The SC clarified on
Thursday that the Amrapali
CMD and directors Shiv Priya
and Ajay Kumar will not be
kept in police lockup for the
night and instead be taken to
a hotel in Noida, where their
phones will be seized. The top
court had on October 9, direct-
ed that the CMD and two
directors be taken into police
custody till they hand over all
the documents of the group’s 46
firms. 

The three directors were
released on Wednesday night

from police custody after nine
properties of Amrapali Group,
where bulky documents of
group companies are stashed,
were sealed in compliance with
the SC’s order.

A Bench of Justices UU
Lalit and DY Chandrachud
allowed the three directors to
stay in their home for Thursday
night but asked them to present
themselves before Station House
Officer (SHO) of Noida Sector
58 on Friday before 8 AM.

The top court fixed a 15-
day limit for forensic auditors
to collect, collate and cata-
logue the documents from
2008 till now with regard to the
46 companies of the group
from the nine properties situ-
ated in Noida, Greater Noida of
Delhi-NCR and Rajgir and
Buxar district in Bihar.
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The crusader for the cause of
Ganga, Swami Gyan Swaroop

Sanand breathed his last at AIIMS
Rishikesh after undertaking a fast for
110 days on Thursday. Notably, the
scientist-turned ascetic had been
forcefully lifted from the site of his fast-
ing stir at Matri Sadan by a team of
the district administration and police
and had been admitted at AIIMS
Rishikesh on Wednesday. He was 86.
As per the release issued by the AIIMS
Rishikesh, he died of heart failure.

Sanand had embarked on the
fasting while restricting himself to just

lemon juice, on June 22 on the occa-
sion of Ganga Dussehra. He had,
however, given up water too on
Tuesday evening after the efforts of the
former Chief Minister and Haridwar
MP Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ to
end his fast through a positive assur-
ance from the Centre had proved
futile.   

Terming the death of Sanand as
‘murder’ as part of a joint conspiracy
hatched by the Centre, the district
administration and AIIMS, Matri
Sadan said that they would continue
with the crusade for Ganga. 

Speaking to The Pioneer,

Brahmachari Dayanand of Matri
Sadan said, “This is clearly a murder
case. Around 2 pm, our ashram care-
taker Prem Narayan, who was with
Swami Sanand, informed us that the
doctors had decided to  refer him to
higher medical centre, given his  crit-
ical condition. 

However, Prem Narain found
Sanand in good health in the morn-
ing. How could his health have taken
such a critical turn in a few hours?”
he asked. He ,further, said that in
accordance with the ascetic’s body
donation declaration on death,
they had requested the authorities
to take him to Delhi AIIMS. “But
our request was turned down,” he
said.
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The inauguration of the high
dependency unit (HDU) at

Ramakrishna Mission
Sewashram at Kankhal has
brought relief to the people liv-
ing in the city as well as those
who come from far-flung areas
of Uttarakhand for treatment.
Now, the patients would get
quality treatment at half of
what they shell out at ICU of
other facilities. The Chief
Medical Officer (CMO)
Haridwar Dr Prem Lal inau-
gurated the unit which is
claimed to the first of its kind
in Haridwar district. The
deputy chief medical officer Dr
Shakya was also present during
the inauguration.

Speaking on the occasion,
CMO said that Ramakrishna
Math and Sewashram have

remained engaged in the ser-
vice to humanity over the past
117 years. “The doctors in the
hospital and the sants associ-
ated with the mission who
work to serve humanity while
doing spiritual practices have
proved that the noblest religion
in the world is serving human-
ity as embodiment of God.
Those who are serving the
hospital run by the mission are
fortunate,” he said.  

Lauding the efforts of the
general secretary of the mis-
sion, Swami
Nityashuddhanand, CMO said
that he has remained the prin-
cipal force behind the running
of the hospital.  

Coordinating the pro-
gramme, Swami Dayadipanand
said that with the inauguration
of the HDU, a new chapter has
been added to the glorious his-
tory of the hospital which was
started on the instruction of
Swami Vivekananda to serve
the ailing saints as well as the
common people.
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The spirit of sharing knowl-
edge and experiences

made the TedX Youth Talks
organised by Welham Boys’
School enriching not only for
the students but also for the
adult guests who attended the

programme late on Wednesday
evening. 

TED is a reputed interna-
tional nonprofit devoted to
spreading ideas, usually in the
form of short talks. TedX are
independently run events that
bring the spirit of TED’s mis-
sion of ideas worth spreading
to local communities around

the globe.
The TedX Youth hosted by

Welham Boys’ School had a
diverse lineup of speakers. It
featured former vice-chancel-
lor of the University of Delhi
and Padma Shri awardee
Dinesh Singh, media person-
ality Roshan Abbas, head of
Christie’s in India, Sonal Singh,

filmmaker and author
Shiv Kunal Verma, a
team from Teach for
India and young
native musicians
Ankit Chamoli and

Suraj Singh Rawat. 
Abbas has achieved fame as

a radio jockey, theatre actor, TV
anchor, impresario, event man-
ager and director. While nar-
rating his story, Abbas
impressed upon how important
it is to to grow up in a culture
of learning, to be curious to
know and to take every oppor-
tunity seriously even if it is a
small one. 

Relating how he built his
career never saying no to any
chance that he got even if it had
challenges and how one small

step led to another bigger out-
come, he stressed that at the
very foundation of success is
this insatiable curiosity to know
and that one should never hes-
itate to ask questions. Abbas’
affable, honest and realistic
talk left the audience motivat-
ed and set the tone for the rest
of the evening.

Noted mathematician
Dinesh Singh gave a powerful
talk on how modelling oneself
on Gandhi’s adherence to truth
brings success even in con-
temporary times. With his

knowledge of Gandhian phi-
losophy, eloquence and intellect
Singh succeeded in bringing
out as to how Gandhi’s princi-
ples are still very relevant.
“Success is not to be measured
with the yardstick of money or
fame but if it is the voice of your
conscience. If what you do
resonates with the inner drum-
beat of your heart, you are suc-
cessful. Adherence to the truth
takes courage but always brings
success like it did to Gandhi,”
he said.

Bringing fresh perspective
on the realm of art was Sonal
Singh who talked crisply on the
global art scenario and India’s
place in it. She utilised her expe-
rience of heading Christie’s in

India and working closely for
Asian modern and contempo-
rary art development to encour-
age the audience to discover the
beauty of art in daily life. “My
mother was a painter and dur-
ing my childhood I would play
with her colours just to enjoy.
And that eventually became my
passion in life,” she said.

Shiv Kunal Verma recount-
ed the making of ‘The Long
Road to Siachen’ and ‘The
Northeast Trilogy’. He also
shared his idea of the need for
alternative education and about
his ambitious project of devel-
oping a module to bring mili-
tary history into the educational
ambit in India.

The team from Teach For

India propounded the idea of
how feminism is not restricted
to women but that it symbolis-
es the universal idea of equali-
ty and persuaded young boys to
take up the cause to become
change makers. The TedX
Youth talk concluded with a
performance by Chamoli and
Rawat who staged their origi-
nal hip-hop compositions in
Hindi and ‘pahadi’ language
against social ills like rape,
gender bias and rural-urban
migration. 

Chairman of the board of
governors of Welham Boys’
School, Darshan Singh, princi-
pal Gunmeet Bindra and vice-
principal Mahesh Kandpal also
attended the talk.
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Taking a stern note of some
schools not caring to even

reply to the order of the State
Education Department on the
fulfilment of Uttarakhand High
Court (HC) directive on
National Council of Education
Research and Training (NCERT)
books, the Director General
(DG) school education Captain
Alok Shekhar Tiwari has issued
notices to such schools. 

Tiwari said that the depart-
ment had sent show- cause
notices to 181 schools while act-
ing on the HC order and the
State Government order on the
mandatory implementation of
NCERT books. He said that
explanations of 133 schools have
been received by the department
while notices to 15 more schools
are being again sent by the
offices of the Chief Education
Officers (CEO) as their mailing
addresses were wrong. He said
that remaining 33 schools have
not submitted any reply to the
notice. The DG, further, said

that the department is now
convinced that these schools are
not inclined to put forward
their explanation. “This is why
a warning is being issued to
them in which it would be
clearly mentioned that they
would be responsible for the
consequences of their noncha-
lance,” he added.

Mention worthy,
Uttarakhand HC, in an order
dated April 13 this year, had said
that all the schools affiliated by
CBSE and Uttarakhand board
should implement NCERT
books. The court had ,further,
stated in the order that the
schools can recommend refer-
ence books while ensuring that
they cannot be foisted on the
students and their quality and
price should be compatible with
those of NCERT books. 

On the order of HC, the
Education Department had con-
ducted an inquiry in the districts
of Dehradun, Haridwar, Udham
Singh Nagar and Nainital. On
the basis of the findings of the
inquiry, the department on
September 18 had issued notices
to 181 schools in these districts.
In the notice, the department
had warned such schools of the
cancellation of their no-objec-
tion certificate (NOC) issued to
them.
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The Wildlife Week conclud-
ed recently but the issues

focused upon during the week
are too important to be con-
sidered only during a week.
One of the days during the
wildlife week-Elephant Day
was dedicated to pachyderms
and raising awareness on their
importance and other aspects.

According to the forest
department’s western circle
conservator of forests Parag
Madhukar Dhakate, “Such cel-
ebrations are necessary to
remind ourselves and our chil-
dren that this earth belongs not
just to humans but to the ani-
mal and plant world too. 

Elephants are the Gajaraj of
our Sanatan Dharm. Humans,
elephants and dolphins are the
only conscious animals- mean-
ing that they recognise them-
selves in a mirror. They have a
sense of ‘self ’ and are highly
intelligent. We humans have
always respected elephant in
the form of Ganpati through-
out the ages.

The elephant is the largest
land mammal and its require-
ments regarding habitat and
food/water reflect this. Large
tracts of undisturbed forests
with several species of edible
tree foliage, fruits, tree bark and
grasses are necessary habitat.
One elephant requires upto
150 kilogrammes of food per
day along with about 200 litres
of clean drinking water per ani-
mal. 

This is a long lived species
of upto 75 years and they have
long memories. Their tradi-
tional migratory pathways and
jungles are part of their herd
memory of thousands of years
passed on as they teach their

young. The social dynamics of
the group are highly evolved
and the calves and young ele-
phants love playing in rivers
and in the mud. 

Ecologically, the elephant
performs several functions in
the ecosystem most impor-
tantly, seed dispersal of plants.
The enormous food that the
elephant eats also contains
seeds which then pass through
their digestive tract and out
though the faeces. 

Considering their ecolog-
ical significance and their habi-
tat requirements these animals
are facing enormous challenges
in this modern world.
Reduction of critical elephant
habitats due to anthropogenic
activities. They are facing
impacts of degradation of habi-
tat along their traditional long
distance migratory path-
ways/corridors. 

Apart from selective elim-
ination/hunting of the males
for their magnificent tusks,
deaths of the pachyderms also
occur due to electrocution and
accidents on the railway track
and road.”

Dhakate, further, states that
the habitat of the elephant has
suffered both qualitatively and
quantitatively. In their former
jungles and migratory routes
there are now agriculture and
human settlements. This has
led to intense human-elephant
conflict. “This in very unfor-
tunate as two of the three self
aware species are now at odds,
with the humans entering the
elephant zones and the ele-
phants fighting back. 

This conflict is different
because just like humans, the
elephant is intelligent, can learn
and pass on their learning to
their offspring. If we continu-

ally show them our evil side of
burning them with chillis, fire-
crackers, fire etc, we are teach-
ing them and their future gen-
erations that humans are the
enemy. 

This human behaviour will
trigger even more violent
behaviour from the elephant
and they will change from
‘gentle giants’ to ‘avenging
furies’.

A comprehensive review
and coordinated efforts of all
the stake holders including the
elephant is now essential for
ensuring the long term survival
of this charismatic species on
this earth.

We need to think of them
as equals and not as just dumb
animals. Empathy and kind-
ness is the need of the day. We,
humans, need to find common
ground and convert the situa-
tion from conflict to co-exis-
tence. 

Let us act now before the
Gajraj also goes the way of the
mammoth leaving our future
generations only with speci-
mens in natural history muse-
ums or depictions in our puja
ghars,” he said.
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Thundershower lashed
Dehradun in the morning

on Thursday, resulting in a dip
in the mercury. The sky was
overcast since early morning.
The rain accompanied with
gusty winds which continued
for some hours was followed by
a feel of cold as the mercury
dipped considerably. The peo-
ple were seen with woollens on.
The Meteorological depart-
ment said that there is little
chance of rain in Dehradun on
Friday. The climate would be
generally dry in the State on the
day though it might rain or

drizzle at a few places across the
Kumaon region, as per the
weather report sent by the
regional Met department.   

The denizens of Dehradun
welcomed the rain, saying that
it would be the harbinger of the
winter. “We took the woollens
out of the cupboard after it
rained in the morning. 

We have now the feel of the
approaching winter. We hope
that the temperature would
now dip steadily to pave the way
for the real chilly winter to
arrive,” said a resident of
Dalanwala. 

However, the Met depart-
ment said that the real winter

would take some more
time to arrive. The Met
officers said that the
morning’s rain has caused
the maximum tempera-
ture to dip by a few notch-
es while the minimum
gained.  They, further,
said that the minimum
temperature is likely to dip
now with each passing
day. However, they have
not ruled out the possi-
bility of more rain in the
coming days.    

The maximum and the
minimum temperatures are
likely to be in the neighbour-
hood of 30 degree and 15 degree
Celsius in the city on Friday. 

On Thursday, the mini-
mum temperature of the city
settled at 18.5 degree Celsius-

one notch above the normal-
while the maximum was 27.2
degree Celsius, two notches
below the normal. While in
Mukteshwar, the minimum
temperature settled at 9.8 degree
Celsius it was 12.6 degree
Celsius in New Tehri on
Thursday.
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The SIIDCUL Entrepreneur
Welfare Society (SEWS)

organised a seminar regarding
amendment of Employees
Provident Funds and
Miscellaneous Provisions Act
1952. The regional provident
fund commissioner Ashish
Kumar Sharma presided over
the meeting along with officials
of the employees provident
fund organisation. 

Speaking on the occasion,
Sharma spoke of the provident

fund rules and the issues faced
in this regard. He also spoke of
the solution to these issues.
About 106 persons present in
the meet spoke of the issues
they were facing regarding
provident fund. 

Clarifying the doubts
raised and suggesting solu-

tions to the problems, Sharma
said that the Haldwani EPFO
office is efficient in redressing
issues related to PF.

Even then if issues remain
unresolved, the people can
communicate the same on the
departmental email at sro.hald-
w a n i @ e p f o i n d i a . g ov. i n .

Members of the industrial fra-
ternity and officials of TVS
Srichakra were also among
those present on the occasion. 
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Avideo-purportedly show-
ing the industrialist

Gautam Adani giving a pep talk
to Uttarakhand Government
officials in the presence of the
Chief Minister Trivendra Singh
Rawat on the poor infrastruc-
tural facilities in the State-
having gone viral has landed
the State Government in
embarrassment. This is in view
of the fact that the State
Government has been basking
in the glory of the ‘success’ of
the recently concluded
Destination Uttarakhand-
Investors Summit-2018 during
which memoranda of under-
standing (MoU) worth �1.20
lakh crore are believed to have
been signed with several indus-
trial houses.

The video is said to have
been shot on September 26-the
day on which the chairman and
Managing Director (MD) of
Adani Group Gautam Adani
met Uttarakhand CM at the lat-
ter’s residence to discuss invest-
ment possibilities in the State.
Notably, determined to make
the summit a huge success, the
Uttarakhand Government had

highlighted Adani’s visit at the
time as an achievement. In the
video, Adani is heard saying
that the entrepreneurs are com-
ing to the State on the pressure
of the Government despite
being aware of the poor infra-
structure of the State.

The video having gone
viral, the Opposition Congress
has lost no time to latch on to
the matter to tear into the
Government. The State party
vice-president Surya Kant
Dhasmana said, “Adani’s video
has clearly vindicated the
Congress’s stand on the
Investors Summit. From the
day one, we have been saying
that the State has very poor
infrastructure for industries.’’

Taking a dig at the State
Government on the issue, the
congress leader said that the
road network in the State is
pathetic. “Besides, SIIDCUL is
left with only 900 acres of land
for setting up industries,” he
said. 

Taking a barb at the State
Government over its claim of
having clinched MoUs worth
over �1.2 lakh crore, he said
that desperate to flaunt it to
catch the fancy of the people,
they are ignoring the reality of
the poor infrastructure and
dearth of other facilities
required for industrial devel-
opment in the State.
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Chief Minister Trivendra
Singh Rawat has expressed

grief at the demise of Gyan
Swaroop Sanand. In his con-
dolence message, the Chief
Minister said that he was
deeply saddened by the demise
of Sanand who had been
protesting on various issues
related to the Ganga river. His
main demands were that a
separate Act be made for the
Ganga and that all hydro power
projects in the State be can-
celled. “Studying such tasks and
drafting plan for the same
takes some time. Our
Government and the Central
Government were regularly in
contact with him. Union
Potable Water Minister Uma
Bharti had also had a talk with
him. After that the Union

Water Resources and Ganga
Rejuvenation Minister Nitin

Gadkari had also had a tele-
phonic conversation with him,”

the CM stated.
Rawat, further, said that the

State Government too had
shown complete sensitivity on

this issue. Government repre-
sentatives were in regular con-
tact with him. The Haridwar
MP Ramesh Pokhriyal
‘Nishank’ had also gone to talk
to him. The Government was
attempting to somehow save
his life. But despite all attempts,
he had refused to break his
protest fast. 

As soon as he gave up
drinking water on October 9,
he was immediately admitted
to AIIMS in Rishikesh. The
doctors in AIIMS, Rishikesh,
also made all attempts to save
his life, added the Chief
Minister.

Meanwhile, the Bharatiya
Janata Party State president
Ajay Bhatt also condoled the
demise of the ascetic.
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Launching a blistering
attack on the Centre and

the State Government on the
death of the Ganga crusader
Gyan Swaroop Sanand, the
State Congress leaders said
that they both were responsi-
ble for the death of the ascetic.

Lauding Sanand as a son
of Mother Ganga, the State
Congress chief Pritam Singh
said that his death is an
irreparable loss to the coun-
try, the State and the cause of

the holy river. “He was on the
fasting for 110 days, but the
insensitive BJP Government
was sleeping on it. When he
gave up water they sat up in
alarm and had him admitted
at a hospital,” he said. 

Training his gun on the
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for his unfulfilled
promise on Ganga, he said
that he has been pontificating
on the imperative of main-
taining the sanctity of Ganga
over the past four years. “But
the reality is that the holy
river remains polluted  despite
the humungous sum of
�20,000 crore being pumped
into  cleaning Ganga projects
,” Singh said.

Expressing grief at the
demise of Swami Gyan
Swaroop Sanand, the leader of

opposition in the Assembly,
Indira Hridayesh has said
that the State Government is
responsible for his death.
Talking to media persons,
she said that the Government
should have acted on time
and admitted him in the hos-
pital.

She said that the demise
was a result of major negli-
gence of the State
Government. He had under-
taken a protest fast during the
term of the Congress
Government too but at that
times the Government had
acceded to his demands. His
demise has also sent a wrong
message to the religious fra-
ternity, she added.

Commenting on the
death of the ascetic, the State
Congress vice-president

Surya Kant Dhasmana said
that Sanand had sacrificed his
life for the cause of the sacred
river. “The State Government
did nothing to save the life of
Sanand,” he said. 

He, further, said that
Nigamanand and Sanand had
launched fast unto death for
Ganga during BJP regime
and both had died while on
the fast. “This is significant,”
he said. He said that BJP’s
commitment to Ganga and
Cow is mere flippancy. “They
just milk these emotive issues
for political interests,” he
added.   

Suspecting foul play in
the death of Sanand, senior
Congress leader Dhirendra
Pratap has demanded a probe
by a sitting judge of the High
Court.
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Environmentalists and
activists have raised ques-

tions at the circumstances lead-
ing to the demise of Swami
Gyan Swaroop Sanand with
some of them demanding lodg-
ing of cases against the Union
Ministers who had delayed
action on his demands. Others
have stressed that the demands
he was supporting for conser-
vation of the Ganga river will
be worked upon with much
more vigour now.

Noted environmentalist
Sunderlal Bahuguna said that
the Ganga river continues to
face various problems. Large
dams and mining pose a seri-
ous threat to the river and its
ecology, he said.

Mallika Bhanot of Ganga
Ahvahan questioned the
Government’s response to the
demands raised by Sanand.
The Government showed a
complete lack of sensitivity
towards the issue and situation.

“The authorities should not
think that the issue of Ganga
rejuvenation he fought for
would be suppressed with his
demise. The issue will be raised
now with much more vigour,”
she stressed.

Vimal Bhai of Matu
Jansangathan alleged that
Sanand’s death was a murder
perpetrated by the
Government. Prima facie, a
case should be lodged against
the Union Ministers who
deferred taking any action on
his demands. "Those like the
Prime Minister claiming to be

the son of Ganga and Union
Ministers claiming to be devo-
tees of the Ganga did nothing
while Sanand fasted for more
than 100 days seeking concrete
measures for saving the Ganga,"
he added.

Suresh Bhai of Nadi Bachao
Abhiyan said that Sanand’s life
had been sacrificed at a time
when crores of rupees are being
spent in the name of Namami
Gange. His demise comes as a
jolt to efforts for saving the
Ganga. “He was demanding an
Act for saving the Ganga but
politicians claiming to be devo- tees of the river did not like his demand. Sanand’s sacrifice will not go in vain,” he added.
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The IITians for Holy Ganga,
a forum constituted to pre-

serve heritage and ecology of
the Ganga river by alumni of
all IITs across the country has
expressed deep shock and dis-
belief at the demise of Swamy
Gyan Swaroop Sanand who
was formerly a professor at IIT.

In a statement issued to
the media, the forum stated
that on several occasions, he
had written and appealed to
the Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Water

Resources Minister Nitin
Gadkari to immediately issue
orders to suspend  work on all
on going Hydro Electric Power
(HEP) and tunnelling pro-
jects in Uttarakhand and
implement recommendations
made by IIT consortium of
River Ganga basin to allow
Ganga to flow in natural form.

“Swami Gyan Swaroop
was earlier a Professor at IIT
Kanpur. The PhD holder in
environmental engineering
from the University of
California at Berkeley had
also served as a Member-
Secretary of the Central
Pollution Control Board
(CPCB). 

An environmental activist
for decades, he formally
became a swami in 2011 at the
age of 79 years. Even before
that he had undertaken a
number of fasts for environ-
mental causes, the most

notable being the 2009 fast
demanding to stop the con-
struction of dams on the
Bhagirathi River,” said presi-
dent of IITians for Holy Ganga
president Yatinder Pal Singh
Suri.

“We, the IITians, urge
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Union Water
Resources Minister Nitin
Gadkari to intervene and
accede to three major
demands of late swami includ-
ing stopping of work on
Vishnugad Pipalkoti, Singoli
Bhawari and Phata Byung
Hydro electric projects, pass-
ing of the draft Ganga protec-
tion act drafted by Girdhar
Malviya headed committee in
Parliament and creation of a
National Ganga follower com-
mittee whose permission will
be necessary before taking
any decision about Ganga,”
said Suri.
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The success of the Destination Uttarakhand-Investors sum-
mit where entrepreneurs inked MoUs of more than 1.20 lakh

crore with State Government has not only highlighted the State
among business fraternity but has also strengthened the posi-
tion of Chief Minister Trivendra Singh Rawat within the saffron
party. The mega event was more of a one man show of TSR as
he reached out to the industry captains from both within and
outside the country, held road shows and singlehandedly drove
the mega event to its conclusion. The event managers of the show
were careful only to highlight TSR with banners, posters and the
advertisements carrying pictures of CM only. 

To the delight of foot-soldiers of CM’s camp, PM Modi pat-
ted the back of TSR and heaped accolades over him in his inau-
gural speech of summit. With opposition Congress playing role
of a friendly opposition and detractors of CM going into hiber-
nation mode on sensing mood of Modi, things were never so
good for TSR in the Himalayan State. 
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Adept in the art of deceiving Netas most of whom in
Uttarakhand are ignoramuses, a bureaucrat was left flum-

moxed when his attempt to play time tested technique of creat-
ing delusion by verbosity failed before a Union Minister who also
happens to be an acclaimed lawyer. The Minister who was in
Dehradun to attend the Investors Summit quickly called the bluff
of the Babu and reprimanded him severely for not talking in a
factual manner. He was even heard castigating the now sweat-
ing Babu that his department should have at least sent some pro-
posals to his ministry so that he could have come prepared to
make some positive announcements for Uttarakhand in the sum-
mit for which CM had been working very hard for the past two
months.
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Announcement of conducting a thorough audit of all schemes
of National Health Mission (NHM) being operated in the

State, the mission director NHM, Yugal Kishore Pant has set up
a cat among pigeons and those associated with this cash rich union
Government funded project are having sleepless nights. Those
who understand the nitty gritty of the system of NHM know that
the project is a money spinning machine and officials vie among
themselves to get seated on the plum postings to steer various
schemes of NHM. 

Notably, instead of going through the practiced system of
internal audit where the task is entrusted on those who are part
of the corrupt system, the MD has hired a special agency,
Uttarakhand Social Audit Accountancy and Transparency
Agency (USAATA) mandated for social audit both the govern-
ment and court. Skeletons are likely to fall out of closet when
USAATA people would wade through the files and take
accounts of general public about the schemes of NHM whose
annual budget in the Uttarakhand is in excess of �500 crores.
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The menace of dengue con-
tinues to loom over

Uttarakhand as the dengue
count crossed the 400-mark on
Thursday with 51 new cases
being reported by the health
department on the day. As per
the health department offi-
cers, the count has gone up to
440 in the State.

In Dehradun districts, 27
new cases have been reported

on the day while 14 patients
afflicted with the disease have
been reported from Tehri dis-
trict. Haridwar has recorded
seven cases while one case
each has been reported from
Nainital, Udham Singh Nagar
and Almora districts. 

The district vector-borne
diseases officer Dehradun
Subhash Joshi said the depart-
ment has undertaken intensive
door to door survey of the city
while informing the people
about preventive measures they
should take to check its spread.
He, further, claimed that the
teams of the health department
are visiting the areas from
where the dengue patients are

being reported. Interestingly,
Joshi has held the people
responsible for the spurt in the
number of dengue cases. “We
have done door to door survey
and distributed five lakh pam-
phlets meant to create aware-
ness among the people on the
disease. 

The fact that the number is
still surging points to the peo-
ple not taking the preventive
measures to keep it at bay,” he
said.

He, further, informed that
that people should ensure that
the breeding places of mos-
quitoes inside their homes and
vicinity are destroyed. “ Aedes
mosquitoes-the vector of

dengue-are capable to lay their
eggs in one spoonful of water.
It is thus imperative to decant
pots, vases, water bottles and
coolers regularly. Besides, as
Aedes mosquito bites during
the day time the people are
being advised to wear full
sleeves to reduce exposure of
their body for the mosquito to
bite,” he said.

Ways to prevent dengue

1 Don’t allow water to get
collect in and near houses.

2 Regularly decant fridges,
coolers, pots or cans.

3 Spread kerosene or other
oils on small water bodies
which is effective to destroy the
larvae of Aedes mosquito. 

4 Inform the district health
authorities for fogging to kill
mosquitoes.

5 Aedes strikes during day
time and flies near ground
level, so wear full sleeved clothes at work places. 6 Immediately seek med- ical advice when someone develops fever.
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The Bharatiya Janata Party
has criticised Congress

leaders for politicising the
demise of Gyan Swaroop
Sanand.

The BJP State media in-
charge Devendra Bhasin said
that at a time when the BJP lead-
ers and all sensitive persons are
grieving at the demise, what the
Congress leaders are doing is
condemnable. “Even his last
rites have not been conducted
yet but Congress leaders have
started making baseless state-
ments and levelling illogical
allegations at the BJP State
Government and the party. 

The Prime Minister, Chief
Minister, Vidhan Sabha
Speakers and BJP state president
have expressed grief at the
demise but Congress leaders are
busy in despicable politics. The
BJP does not intend to indulge
in politics at such a time and
neither should the Congress,” he

added.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi expressed grief at

the demise of Gyan Swaroop
Sanand (GD Agarwal) on
Twitter. The PM Tweeted,
“Saddened by the demise of
Shri GD Agarwal Ji. His pas-
sion towards learning, edu-
cation, saving the environ-
ment, particularly Ganga
cleaning will always be
remembered. My condo-
lences.”
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On the day that he expired,
Gyan Swaroop Sanand

(GD Agrawal) purportedly
issued a hand written Press
release from AIIMS talking
about his condition. In the
release reportedly written at
6:45 AM, he wrote, “Yesterday
(October 10) at around 1 PM,
Haridwar administration
forcibly lifted me from Matri
Sadan and got me admitted to
AIIMS Rishikesh. 

The doctors at AIIMS were
very supportive of my cause
and my Tapasya for conserva-
tion and rejuvenation of moth-
er Gangaji. 

However, as a profession-
al institution for medical treat-
ment they said that they had
only three options: forced feed-
ing-oral or nasal, forced IV or
no hospitalisation. Detailed
tests and investigations
revealed critical shortage of

potassium in
my blood (only
1.7 against
minimum of
3.5) and initial
set up of dehy-
dration. 

On persua-
sion, I have
agreed to
accept potassi-
um being

administered to
me both orally
and 500 ml/day
IV. I heartily
thank AIIMS
for their sup-
port to my
cause and
Tapasya.”
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Cyclonic storm Titli has had
no impact in Jagatsinghpur

district after its landfall on
Thursday wee hours at
Gopalpur.

No loss of life was report-
ed from any part of the district;
only a few trees and electric
poles, including hutments in
coastal areas, were damaged,
said district Collector Yamini
Sarangi .

The cyclone, however, trig-
gered heavy rainfall in the dis-
trict. A total of 918 mm total
rainfall was recorded till
Thursday.

Moreover, Erasama block
experienced heavy rainfall of
210 mm, followed by Balikuda

(136 mm), Raghunathpur
(129mm), Kujanga  (94mm),
Naugaon (90 mm) and Biridi
block lowest (68 mm), the
Collector informed.

About 13,923 people were
evacuated from low-lying areas
of Erasama and Balikuda
blocks and were kept at multi-
purpose cyclone shelters. 

Dry and cooked foods and
relief stuffs were distributed to
as many as 8,781 people.

They were to return home,
after rainfall abated.
Meanwhile, about 18 pregnant
women spotted in different
coastal villages were admitted
in different hospitals including
the District Headquarters
Hospital for treatment during
pre-cyclone preparatory mea-
sures.

Power supply and road
communication were partially
disrupted in interior pockets of

Eurasia block. Efforts were on
to clear roads and restore
power supply in affected areas
at the earliest, the Collector
said.

The NDRF and ODRAF
teams were positioned in a few
vulnerable points in the coast,
including Paradip, under
supervision of the civil admin-
istration and police on
Wednesday.

The Civil Supply
Department officials raided
market places in Kujanga and
Tirtol blocks and checked
prices of essential commodities
to check hoarding, black mar-
keting and abnormal hiking of
prices.

ADM Sachidananda
Sahoo, Sub Collector MP
Mohanty, Emergency Officer
Manorama Jali and DIPRO
Kaminiranjan Patnaik were
present.
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����,��	������������ There should be proper mea-
sures against theft of timber,

running of illegal saw mills,
poaching of wild animals, and

violation of laws related to for-
est and environment. The grow-
ing of trees helps in carbon
assimilation process and pre-
vents disastrous situations cre-
ated by nature also. The atmos-
pheric humidity is also retained.

So, the general citizens are
to be prompted to plant trees in
their private as well as their com-
munal land. The Timber Transit
Rules of the Orissa Forest Act
1972 have to be simplified so
that the tenants can easily
remove their trees from their
own fields for private uses and
dispose of them.

Out of the total forestland of
the State, 33 per cent of land is
bamboo forest; which comes to
18,000 sqkm. Besides
Government forests, there are
also private land, where various
plantations are made, including
bamboo. Bamboo is known as
very good timber of poor men.
It is widely used in different
farms in household matters in

urban as well as in rural areas.
The bamboo clump is also
known as very good assimilator
of carbons as it has good crown
coverage. 

Hence, it acts as very good
carbon sink. Bamboo yields
very good paper pulp having
long fibre. It is a grass. Another
long fibre pulp rope in
Mayurbhanj district is Sabai
grass. This grass is procured by
different paper mills for pulp.
Now, the State Government is
planning to manufacture timber
and the products of timber
from bamboos.

Not only the pulp of bam-
boos but also the pulp of all
waste wood, all types of grass-
es, sugarcane waste etc can be
used as pulp out of which the
flat-sheets can be prepared. The
timber plates can be manufac-
tured from such pulp-sheets. 

The bamboo pulp-sheets
can be the substitute of timber.
Again, bamboos can be sliced

into thin pieces and can be
woven into desired articles as
good as wood furniture. The
bamboo can be harvested over
a very short period of 4 to 5
years.  This is definitely a very
good mission of the State
Government. Bamboo is such a
species, which can come right
from seashore to 1,500 meter
altitude. 

So the propagation of bam-
boo for economy and ecological
purposes is welcome. The forest
fire damages a lot of bamboo
forests, which needs intensive
care and silivicultural treat-
ments. Again bamboo has pecu-
liar biological behaviour.
Bamboo forests flower gregari-
ously in an interval of 10 to 12
years.

The JK Paper Mill at
Rayagada made a bamboo
arboretum, where a number of
varieties of bamboos from dif-
ferent parts of India is collected
and grown. The science of grow-

ing bamboo is very simple. Our
people in the rural level know
well to grow bamboos for their
domestic uses. 

The writer has seen per-
sonally at Soro of Bhadrak dis-
trict 150 feet long Sundarkania
bamboo in the coastal plain of
northern Odisha. Similarly, we
gather vast quantity of straws of
paddy every year after main har-
vest of such crop. The husks of
paddy also go waste in huge
quantity every crop year.  These
wastes can to be utilised for var-
ious of initiatives under the ‘My
Green Odisha’ campaign. Straw
board, chipboard and husk
board can be prepared of paddy
waste; which can be the substi-
tutes of timber in domestic
uses. Again paddy waste can be
utilised for preparation of organ-
ic compost. We have vast waste
materials of organic products,
which are not utilised for con-
structive purposes; such things,
including the everyday domes-

tic waste, can be utilised for
preparation of organic manure.

Now, the climate change has
become major problems not
only for Odisha or India, but also
for entire globe. The reasons of
climate change are many. Man
is primarily responsible for
nature’s furies. Ecological
restoration programme is now
going on in Odisha. The reha-
bilitation of degraded forests is
going on throughout the State
and a vast fund is spent on the
programme. 

The degraded forests, bold
hillocks, open forests, eroded
catchment areas, watershed land
etc need proper rest, soil and
moisture conservation practices
and inter planting of indigenous
plant species. Such operations are
known as rehabilitations of
degraded forests. Beat-wise oper-
ations should be carried out in
collaboration with the concerned
villagers who are supposed to be
the stakeholders.
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The teachers of Sambalpur
district and rest parts of

western region had a dreary
day with no students in their
schools on Thursday.

Although the Met
Department made earlier fore-
cast that the impact of Titli
would not be that much aggres-
sive in western Odisha, the
State Government on
Wednesday, as a precautionary
measure, had declared all the
schools and Anganwadi
Centres to remain closed for
two days. But towards late
night of the same day, the
headmasters/headmistresses
got phone calls from their
seniors –BEOs and DEOs that

the holiday was only for stu-
dents and not for the teachers.

Hence, the teachers were
asked to go to their schools, but
there was no work.

“There was no justification
for declaring holiday for
schools in western Odisha as
the impact of Titli was declared
to be ‘no dangerous’. Still the
Government declared holiday
as precautionary point of view.
But we fail to understand why
they called us to come to
school for no specific works,”
said a headmaster of the school
of the town.

“Really life in school with-
out students is totally monot-
onous as the student-teacher
relationship can’t be described
in words. We have to spend an
idle day today. And it will
continue tomorrow .i.e. on
Friday and we don’t know how
to spend another day,” he
added.
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The Vigilance police on
Thursday conducted simul-

taneous raids of Balangir dis-
trict Assistant Commercial Tax
Officer (ACTO)
Dhirendranath Mishra’s resi-
dence and office on the allega-
tions of acquisition of assets
disproportionate to his known
source of income.

Mishra’s triple storied
building at Maha Laxmi Nagar
in Balangir district and office
chamber at Kantabanji were
searched and Rs 93, 04, 853
including one triple storied
building, one asbestos roofed
house, four homestead plots,
gold ornaments, two two-
wheelers, bank and insurance
deposits, cash Rs 4,71,000 and
costly household articles were
detected. Further inquiry was
in progress.
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The Odisha police rescued
many fishermen of Andhra

Pradesh who had been caught
in the storm while catching
fishing in the sea off Gopalpur
on Wednesday night.

“About 150 fishermen
along with 35 trawlers stayed in
the sea near Gopalpur. In spite
of persuasion, they did not
come to the shore. When
cyclonic storm ‘Titli’ intensi-
fied, they requested the police
for their rescue. A team began
an operation in the midnight
and rescued 26 of them. The

operation was on for safe evac-
uation of other fishermen,”
said an official release.

DIGP, district Collector
and SP of Ganjam rushed to the
spot in the midnight to rescue
them. 

However, they were stuck
for some time as the road was
blocked due to a broken tree.
As they reached, NDRF and
ODRAF teams under the lead-
ership of Coast Guard started
rescue operation in the mid-
night. By morning, 26 fisher-
men were rescued and the
operation was on for safe evac-
uation of rest of the fishermen.
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Six persons, including four of
a family, went missing after

their houses got swept away by
floodwaters of the Adangi river
following heavy rains triggered
by the Cyclone ‘Titli’ in a vil-
lage of Ganjam district on
Thursday.

The shocking incident was
reported from Bhutapankal
village under Gajalbadi pan-
chayat of Sorada block in the
district.

Reports said six persons
including four of a family, a
couple and their son and
daughter-in-law along with
two other persons had taken
shelter on the roof of the house

when the tragedy occurred.
All of them went missing

after the house constructed
under Indira Awas scheme got
swept away in flood waters of
Adangi river following heavy
rainfall in the area.

Later, Ganjam Collector
Vijay Amruta Kulange imme-
diately swung into action and
directed officials for rescue
operations. However, the ongo-
ing rescue operations were
affected due to inclement
weather and heavy rains in the
area.
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Delay in payment of incen-
tive leads to discontinua-

tion of toilet construction by
the beneficiaries under the
Government scheme in
Ganjam district.

Quality of toilet construc-
tion, where contactors/NGOs
are hired to build, is poor.
Consequently, there is low level
of usage and beneficiaries dis-
satisfaction.

This was stated in a district
level workshop on citizen
report card on rural sanitation
(Swachh Bharat Mission-
Gramin) was organised by
Project Director DRDA
Ganjam at Chhatrapur on
September 30.

The Youth for Social
Development conducted a sur-
vey using Citizen Report Card
for assessment of access, qual-
ity, reliability, staff responsive-
ness, corruption, satisfaction
level and suggestions from the
beneficiaries, perspectives from
the service providers and the
physical verification of ‘rural
sanitation’ including  IHHL,
sanitation in school, anganwa-
di centre, healthcare institu-
tions and other public institu-

tions under the Swachh Bharat
Mission- Gramin. 

The survey covered 10
blocks, 20 Gram Panchayats
and  1,969 households and
physical verification conduct-
ed of 61 schools (primary, UP,
high schools), 77 Anganwadi
Centres, 15 healthcare institu-
tions (PHC, CHC and sub-cen-
tre) and 22 Gram Panchayat
offices.

It revealed that the benefi-
ciaries pay extra money to
arrange materials due to
absence of ‘Rural Sanitary Mart’
or materials being more expen-
sive there. Low level of toilet
usage due to poor awareness on
KAP (knowledge, attitude and

practice) makes target of ‘open
defecation free’ village/GP
tough, clarified the survey.

It agains told that overall 37
per cent beneficiaries are dis-
satisfied with SBM-Gramin
School Sanitation. Households,
officials and observations con-
firm high availability of toilets
in schools, separate toilets for
girls too and very few schools
have separate toilets for teach-
ers. 

The reasons for not using
toilet are lack of water, lack of
separate toilets for boys and
girls and blocked toilets.

As many as 15 per cent
HHs children not allowed to
use toilets in the schools and 80

per cent reported that the
school toilets were maintained
clean. More than 75% HHs say
hand washing facilities in
schools are functional and
accessible to children of all age
groups. 

Only little more than half
the Anganwadi Centres have
toilets and availability of water
in toilets is very low. Hand
washing facility is low too.

Officials say there are no
toilets accessible for children
with special needs. 

Besides, it said toilets are
available in over 70 per cent of
the health centres but avail-
ability is much lower in PHCs
and sub-centres.
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A17-year-old girl was
allegedly murdered by her

father and stepmother at
Bhauriabanki village under the
Tihidi police limits in Bhadrak
district on Wednesday night.

According to reports,
Babaji Barik and his second
wife Basanti Barik used to tor-

ture Parbati Barik, his daugh-
ter from his first wife.

On Wednesday night, the
husband-wife duo allegedly
strangled the girl. Hearing her
groan, the girl’s uncle
Prabhakar Barik rescued her
and took her to hospital with
the help of villagers.

However, she was declared
dead at the medical. On the
basis of a complaint filed by
Prabhakar, police detained the
two accused for questioning.
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The Bhartiya Bikash
Parishad has urged the

Railways to fulfil its various
demands, including extension
of three important trains and
construction of new railway
lines, at the earliest.

Addressing a Press meet
recently, Parishad members
criticised the Railway author-
ities for neglecting south
Odisha’s main city Brahmapur
for long.

Parishad president
Surendra Panigrahi said people
of Brahmapur have been
demanding for extending trains
like Rajdhani Express, Sampark
Kranti Express and Lokmanya
Tilak Express to Brahmapur,
but in vain.  

“The Railway authorities
have taken a plea that these
trains can’t be extended as
water facility is unavailable at
Brahmpuar station for washing
of trains. While Bhubaneswar-
bound trains are being washed
at nearby the Mancheswar rail-
way station, the trains, when
extended, can be washed at
nearby Sorada Road or
Jagannathpur or Golanthara
stations,” argued Panigrahi.

The Parishad also demand-
ed a stoppage for 
Howrah-Pondichery weekly
train at Brahmpaur and intro-
duction of new train from
Brhampur to Ahmadabad in

view of large number of labour-
ers from Ganjam working in
Surat.

Other demands included
making Brahmapur a railway
division, construction of a new
railway line from Gopalpur to
Balangir and from Brahmpuar
to Digapahandi, Mohana and
Rayagada and construction of
night shelters and public 
convenience outside the
Brahmapur railway station.

Panigrahi informed that
memorandums have already
been sent to the Prime Minister
and the Chief Minster for 
fulfillment of the above
demands

Among others, lawyer Dr
Siva Prasad Mishra, Sarat
Chandra Behera, Trinath
Moharana, Manas Ranjan
Patro, Sukanta Panda and
Surjya Narayan Behera were
present.

6��
�����	��	"
������	��	/��$�
�
-���
�

,������������'����������
��������"��������&
�-
�%
-���	��
����

	�
/��F-�

��������
������
�����
����
��
���

�


��
�������
�������
��
���
�������
���
���������
����
.
��	���
�����

�������	���������

�:���������
�����
�!�
-�0�������:�
����
��	��
!�,
����
�:�
�������

��!	��'��+�
�!
�:�
������

.
��	���
��������
����



�������";���������'������( '���)�����*+,�+-*.

��	������,�
��� "�#���$�%

The Union Ayush Ministry's bid to rope
in Public Sector Units (PSUs) to open

hospitals exclusively providing tradition-
al systems of medicine including Ayurveda
across the country has started delivering
results.

In a first, and what can be called as a
shot in the arm for the Ministry, the
Government's Navratna, National Thermal
Power Corporation (NTPC) has agreed to
set up Ayush centres in five cities —
Kayamkulum in Alappuzha district of
Kerala, Koldam (Bilaspur in Himachal
Pradesh), Tapovan (Rishikesh in
Uttarakhand), Vindhyanchal and Farakka
in West Bengal. 

"The nitty-gritty is being finalized," a
senior official from the Ministry said
adding that talks are on with other PSUs
too in this direction. 

He said that efforts are on to persuade
the PSUs to set up the Ayush Centres in
the remote areas where medical facilities

are almost nil or inaccessible.  "There has
been demand for the traditional systems
of medicines as these are playing vital role
in providing health care to large section of
population, especially in developing coun-
tries like India. 

"This is because of the affordability of
people to buy Ayurvedic medicines that are
of low cost, compared to that of Allopathy,"
the official added.

He attributed growing demand for
alternative medicines also to the increasing
awareness among the public regarding the
efficacy of Ayush, availability of scientifi-
cally validated ayush medicines like anti-
diabetes drug BGR-34 (developed by CSIR)

and Ayush Ministry's emphasis on good
manufacturing practices in the sector. 

The Ministry is also pushing for pro-
grammes such as training of trainers for
orientation of ASHAs/ANMs to the poten-
tial of AYUSH with respect to general well-
ness and preventive health care including
prevention of common ailments like dia-
betes and popularizing common ayurve-
da and yoga remedies/practices for the
management of such illnesses. 

Last year, the Centre had approved
proposals for setting up of 100 Ayurveda,
Unani, Siddha, and Homeopathy
(AYUSH) hospitals across the country.
During the last three years, the
Government had also approved posting of
4000 AYUSH doctors in primary health
centres across the country.

In fact, the National Health Policy,
2017 has also envisaged the integration of
the Ayush system in the NHP and con-
tribution in larger aspect including the
Non- Communicable Diseases, the official
added.
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More than 900 prisoners
have been released from

jails across India under an
amnesty scheme announced
as part of the year-long cele-
bration to mark the 150th
birth anniversary of Mahatma
Gandhi beginning October 2,
the Home Ministry said
Thursday.

Women convicts aged 55
years and above and male con-
victs of 60 years or more, who
have served half of their sen-
tence, and a few other cate-
gories of prisoners were eligi-
ble for the amnesty scheme
announced by the Narendra
Modi government.

In the week-long first
phase of special remission to
prisoners, the states and Union
territories, after obtaining the
approval of the competent

authority in their jurisdictions,
have released more than 900
prisoners, a home ministry
statement said.

In the second and third
phase, prisoners will be
released on April 6, 2019 and
October 2, 2019 respectively.

The following categories of
prisoners are eligible for special
remission: women convicts of
55 years of age and above, who
have completed half of their

actual sentence period, trans-
gender convicts of 55 years of
age and above, who have served
half of their actual sentence
period, male convicts of 60
years of age and above, who
have completed 50 per cent of
their actual sentence period.

Physically challenged or
disabled convicts with 70 per
cent disability and more who
have completed 50 per cent of
their actual sentence period, ter-

minally-ill convicts, convicted
prisoners who have completed
two-third (66 per cent) of their
actual sentence period are also
eligible under the scheme.

Special remission scheme is
not available to prisoners who
have been convicted for an
offence for which the sentence
awarded is death or where
death sentence has been com-
muted to life imprisonment,
cases of convicts involved in
serious and heinous crimes
like dowry death, rape, human
trafficking and convicted under
POTA, UAPA, TADA, FICN,
POCSO Act, Money
Laundering, FEMA, NDPS,
Prevention of Corruption Act,
etc.

While releasing the pris-
oners, they will be gifted books
relating to Mahatma Gandhi
and will be provided suitable
counselling.
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US sanctions will not be an
impediment to Indo-

Russia defence deals, and New
Delhi and Moscow could soon
sign agreements on frigates
and Kalashnikov assault rifles,
Russian Ambassador to India
Nikolay Kudashev said
Thursday.

Describing the recently-
inked USD 5.4 billion S-400
missile defence system deal as
the "largest contract" in the his-
tory of Indo-Russia ties, he said
it was one of the "speediest"
agreements to be signed
between the two countries and
there were no protracted nego-
tiations.

The implementation of the

contract, signed during
President Vladimir Putin's visit
from October 4-5, would start
in 2020 and would last for five
years, he said.

"In the coming months,

you can expect more deals.
Talks are on, this is the normal
process. We hope that within
two-three months... We could
soon have a deal on frigates, it
is very much on the agenda of

the two sides, and we could
soon have a deal on the
Kalashnikov assault rifles," the
envoy told a select group of
journalists here.

"Yes," Kudashev said
emphatically, when asked
whether it would be right to
state that Countering America's
Adversaries Through Sanctions
Act or CAATSA would not put
pressure on India and Russia
for further defence deals.

His remarks come just a
day after US President Donald
Trump said India would soon
"find out" if the punitive
CAATSA sanctions apply to it
over its USD 5 billion deal
with Russia to purchase the S-
400 Triumf air defence sys-
tem.
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday issued contempt

notice against three directors,
including the CMD, of
Amrapali group for defying
various court orders and
sought their reply in four
weeks.

A bench of Justices UU Lalit
and DY Chandrachud asked the
three Amrapali directors — Anil
Kumar Sharma, Shiv Priya and
Ajay Kumar to present them-
selves before SHO of Noida
Sector 62 tomorrow before 8 AM.

It directed the Noida police
to take them to the sealed
properties where the docu-
ments of the group's 46 com-
panies will be catalogued.

The apex court also direct-
ed Noida SSP to take the three
directors to hotel Park Ascent
after 6 pm where their cell-
phones will be seized and they
shall spend nights in the hotel
for the next 15 days, instead of
police lock up.

The top court said they will
remain under police surveil-
lance confined to the hotel.

It also said that the sealed

properties of Amrapali group
in Noida and Greater Noida
will be open from 8 AM to 6
PM for cataloguing of docu-
ments for next 15 days.

The bench asked the two
forensic auditors Ravi Bhatia
and Pawan Kumar Aggarwal
complete the task of auditing
the balance sheet and affairs of
46 Amrapali group companies
in next ten weeks time.

Earlier in the day the group
had informed the apex court
that its nine properties in
Noida, Greater Noida as also
Rajgir and Buxar in Bihar have
been sealed in compliance with
the court's order.

The apex court had yes-
terday ordered the sealing of
nine properties of the embat-
tled real estate company after
the three directors, who are in
police custody, said the docu-
ments related to the group's 46
firms were stored there.

The three directors had
moved an application before
the court stating that they were
willing to hand over all docu-
ments but the police was
unaware about which one
needed to be seized.
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The Supreme Court on
Thursday was apprised by

a super-speciality hospital here
that Uttar Pradesh politician
DP Yadav, facing life term in
the MLA murder case, would
undergo spinal surgery on
October 19.

Yadav was awarded life
imprisonment by a Dehradun
CBI court in 2015 for his role
in the murder of Mahendra
Singh Bhati, an MLA from
Ghaziabad's Dadri area. The
lawmaker was shot dead at
Dadri railway crossing in
December 1992.

Yashoda Superspeciality
Hospital at Ghaziabad, in its
medical report filed in pur-
suance of an earlier order, told
a bench headed by Chief Justice
Ranjan Gogoi that Yadav's viral
fever has gone now and he
would be operated upon by
using local anaesthesia on
October 19.

The bench, also compris-
ing Justices S K Kaul and K M
Joseph, considered the report
and extended the interim bail
of the controversial politician
for undergoing the surgery. It

also directed the hospital to
furnish a fresh report on
October 22 and fixed the mat-
ter for hearing a day after.

After perusing the report,
the court today said the
surgery, which was said to be
a complicated one, can be done
through laproscpoic method by
using local anaesthesia.

Earlier, the apex court had
directed the hospital to furnish
a report whether Yadav was fit
to undergo spinal surgery and
had cautioned him against tak-
ing any "undue advantage".

The bench, which had ear-
lier granted an interim bail for
15 days to Yadav for undergo-
ing pre-operation tests, had
taken strong note of the fact
that the tests have not been
done on the ground that he was
having viral fever and had
warned that it would send him
back to jail.

Yadav, whose appeal in the
Uttarkhand High Court against
the 2015 trial court verdict is
pending, had moved the top
court for grant of bail for
undergoing the surgery.

The High Court, on June
14 this year, had rejected the
bail plea of Yadav.
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Concerned with the rise in
instances of urban flood-

ing in the country, the Ministry
of Housing and Urban Affairs
( MoHUA) is bringing guide-
lines on how cities should deal
with such a situation. The
Ministry has asked the
National Institute of Urban
Affairs (NIUA) to prepare
guidelines to prevent urban
flooding.  

The comprehensive assess-
ment of losses by the
Government during the peri-
od between 1953 and 2017
states that overall 256.150 mil-
lion hectares of crops worth Rs
1.09 lakh crore and over 8
crore houses worth Rs 53,576
crore were damaged while over
6 crore cattle and 1 crore lives
were lost during the six -and-
a-half decades. In all, the floods
have affected over 20 crore
people so far.

According to Housing and
Urban Affairs Minister
Hardeep Singh Puri, there has
been an increasing trend of
urban flood disasters in the
country in the past few years
and the ministry has asked the
NIUA ( National Institute of
Urban Affair ) to put together
facts on the recent floods, be it
in Kerala or Kashmir, and

hold talks with experts to look
at the causation.

"During Kerala flood, the
urban flooding issues were
raised again on whether we are
prepared sufficiently to deal
with situation," Puri said after
attending a workshop on
'Urban Flood Resilience' where
experts suggested a number of
ways to tackle the issue. The
workshop was organised by the
NIUA. 

The minister said that
there is need to devise a system
to anticipate natural disaster

and make preparations accord-
ingly to deal with it. As per
primary estimate,  Kerala flood
caused damage of assets over
Rs 20, 000 crore.  

According to the ministry,
recommendations to be drawn
up to tackle urban flooding
will be based on categories
such as early warning for nat-
ural disaster, preparedness for
emergency and planning for
disaster reduction.

An official of the NIUA
said once the recommendations
are drawn up, they will be sent

to states.  NIUA Director Jagan
Shah stressed on the need for
better coordination between
different departments in states
during natural disaster.

The government data
shows that on an average, over
1,600 people die every year due
to floods, affecting nearly 32
million people. More than
92,000 cattles are lost every
year, seven million hectares of
land is affected (16 percent of
the total flood prone area), and
damage is over Rs 5,600 crore.
Floods resulted in loss of 0.86
percent of the total GDP in the
1970s and 1980s.

Officials of MoHUA said
that the NDMA (national dis-
aster management authority)
panel, set up in the wake of the
2005 Mumbai floods, held that
urban flooding is a phenome-
non distinct from rural flood-
ing. Hence, the panel said, it
needs to be dealt with by the
ministry in charge of urban
affairs through an urban flood-
ing unit headed by an officer
at the level of joint secretary.

In July 2012, the Ministry
of Home Affairs had issued
orders designating the urban
affairs ministry as the nodal
ministry for urban flooding,
but since then there has been
no movement to make it oper-
ational.
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Delhi will soon get 17 lakh
new houses that will be

able to accommodate 76 lakh
people. The Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs
(MoHUA) has finally approved
the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) ambitious
plan 'land pooling policy'. 

Union Housing and Urban
Affairs Minister Hardeep Singh
Puri on Thursday announced
that he has signed the land
pooling policy. The policy has
been hanging fire for five years.
The policy covers urbanizable
areas of urban extensions in 95
villages. Formulated with an
aim to provide affordable hous-
ing in Delhi, the policy is also
expected to trigger economic
development and generate one
lakh jobs.

As part of the policy, DDA
will act as a facilitator and plan-
ner and the process of pooling
and development will be taken
up by developer entities or con-
sortiums. Sources said that DDA
has received 734 suggestions on

land pooling policy. According
to MoHUA officials, the policy
has been simplified further and
DDA will now act as facilitator,
regulator and planner and for
the uniform distribution of land
to respective landowners; DDA
prepares draft policy and regu-
lations.

"A minimum two hectares
of land will be required by
developer entity to apply for
this policy.  Each entity or land
owner should have valid and
lawful owner of the land par-
cel proposed for pooling," the
policy said. 

Several farmers who have
made consortium to get bene-

fit from land pooling policy, is
now worried with this new reg-
ulation which make them
impossible to avail the benefit.

The policy further states
that differential land return in
two categories has been replaced
with uniform division of land
on 60:40 basis. The policy cov-
ers greenfield areas in five zones,
including J, K-1, L, N and P-II,
which come under the Master
Plan of Delhi-2021 (MPD).

DDA has, however,
reduced the earlier floor area
ratio (FAR) of 400 to 200 in
view availability of water,
requirement of land for phys-
ical and social infrastructure
and impact on environment. As
a result, instead of the project-
ed 24 lakh dwelling units, DDA
now expects 17 lakh dwelling
units to come up in areas
developed under the land pool-
ing policy.

The land pooling policy
was notified by the MoHUA in
September 2013 while the reg-
ulations for operationalisation
of the policy were approved in
May 2015 by the Ministry.
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With 8,00,000 people killing them-
selves every year, suicide is the sec-

ond leading cause of death globally among
15-29 year olds while half of all mental ill-
ness begins by the tender age of 14.
However, what is a matter of concern, as
per the World Health Organisation
(WHO), is that mental health is yet to
become a priority for Governments given
that the sector currently receives less
than 1 per cent of global aid. 

Ringing alarm bells, the WHO has
warned that while presently mental health
conditions cost the world US $ 2.5 trillion
a year , the figure is expected to balloon to
US $ 6 trillion by 2030 if timely steps are
not taken to check mental health disorders. 

In India, mental health disorders and
illness are on increase mainly due to chang-
ing social dynamics, taboos, unawareness
and lack of timely and adequate treatment.
As many as 80 per cent of people with any
form of mental or substance do not seek
treatment in India, a new report on men-
tal health released by Lancet Commission
has said.

The earlier reports published in Lancet
too have pointed out that the burden of the
disease in India increased from 3 per cent
in 1990 to 6 per cent in 2013, whereas in
China mental, neurological and sub-

stance-use disorders, accounted for 7 per
cent of disability-adjusted life years in 1990
and the percentage increased to 11 per-
centage by 2013.

Though the report acknowledged
India's efforts to get in place the landmark

mental health care bill in 2017 entitling
people with mental disorders to access
comprehensive medical and social care ser-
vices in community settings, it said the
quality of care continues to be poor for
mental health patients.

There is a severe shortage of special-
ists in India: just 4000 psychiatrists, 3500
psychologists, and 3500 mental health
social workers. This is too low given that
150 million Indians need mental health
care. Just 30 million are seeking care.

The Lancet report says that "even when
treatment is sought, its quality is poor - the
World Mental Health Surveys reported that
one in five people with depressive disor-
der received minimally adequate treatment
in high-income countries, dropping to just
one in 27 in LMICs (low and middle
income countries)."

We must work towards reducing the
stigma and increasing awareness through
media. Also, we need to encourage peo-
ple to come out and talk about it, said Dr
Smitha Deshpande, head of the depart-
ment of psychiatry at Delhi-based Dr Ram
Manohar Lohia Hospital.

According to 2015-16 National Mental
Health Survey (NMHS) survey, every
sixth person in India needs mental health
help of some sort. Of all the age groups,
it is the adolescents who need most help
with mental health issues.
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Aslipper was thrown at Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar on

Thursday when he was attend-
ing a JD(U) students wing
programme Chhatra Sangam at
Bapu Sabhagar here. The slip-
per thrown by a youth, how-
ever, did not reach the target
and fell on the ground below
the podium.

The incident created a sen-
sation as it happened despite
presence of a crowd of party
workers, youths and students.
This is the first time that such
incident took place with the
CM in Patna.

The youth was in no time
pinned down by the party
workers and security personnel
and taken to police station but
after a good thrashing by the
party workers. He was identi-
fied as Chandan from
Aurangabad and he reported-

ly told the police that he was in
favour of reservation to  upper
castes and supported Swarn
agitation.

The chappal was thrown
soon after the CM with other
dignitaries sat on the podium.
Bihar JD(U) president
Bashistha Narain Singh and

Energy Minister Bijendra
Prasad Yadav were sitting on
his either side but at that
moment both were looking
other side. Only Nitish who
was setting his hairs, which
were disturbed following gar-
landing, with the fingers of his
both hands. He looked at the

flying chappal and its fall but
continued with what he was
doing.

Neither the CM nor any
other leader mentioned this
incident. Nitish in his speech
told the students that knowl-
edge of politics during student
life is must because they have
to do politics at state or nation-
al level. But, he added, it did not
mean that they should quit
studies and pursue only poli-
tics.

“The standard of today’s
politics has badly fallen and
degraded. Politics without ide-
ology is a social sin. Without
principled politics country
could not be run on path of
progress,” said Nitish while
hailing the philosophies of
Gandhi, Lohia, Jaya Prakash
Narayan and Karpoori Thakur.
The programme was organised
to mark the birth anniversary
of JP.

��,��������� ��"��%"���'

Due to the episode of attacks on
migrant labourers following rape of

an infant allegedly by a Bihari worker, ‘pol-
itics over migrants’ has begun in Gujarat
as Congress and its allied organisations are
now making allegations on Deputy Chief
Minister Nitin Patel for opposing migrant
students.

Right from the first attack on Hindi-
speaking workers, the ruling BJP is blam-
ing on Congress party and its MLA from
Radhanpur constituency Alpesh Thakor
for provoking locals to spread terror
among the migrant labourers. Some
provocative speeches of Thakor have
also become viral in which he has been
seen spitting venom against the migrants
for taking jobs of Gujaratis. 

Over the past one week, Alpesh was
on explaining mode, but now his sup-

porters belonging to ‘OBC, ST, SC Exta
Manch’ have come on retaliation mode
over the migrants issue alleging that in the
past Gujarat’s Deputy Chief Minister

Nitin Patel had opposed for giving admis-
sion to students of other states in Gujarat’s
medical colleges.

“If Patel could oppose students from

other States, he can also go against
migrant workers. He is spreading the poi-
son of regionalism in order to become
Chief Minister,” claimed vice-president of
OBC Ekta Manch Mukesh Bharvad,
adding that the attacks on migrants are
nothing but outcome of internal conflicts
in Gujarat BJP. The Ekta manch is head-
ed by Thakor.

Congress MLA from Bayad in North
Gujarat Dhavalsinh Zala said that Gujarat
Government could have started helpline
when migrants were being attacked apart
from relief camp in order to stop their exo-
dus. Gujarat Pradesh Congress Committee
(GPCC) spokesman Jayrajsinh Parmar
alleged that in the year 2015 Nitin Patel
had stated that poverty in the State
increased due to those people who
migrated from Uttar Pradesh and Bihar.
“This mentality of Patel clearly indicates
that he is anti-migrants,” he added.
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Having registered a First
Information Report (FIR)

against senior actor Nana
Patekar and three others based
on a complaint of sexual
harassment lodged by actress
Tanushree Dutt, the Oshiwara
police on Thursday began
investigations into the 10-year-
old case.

Ahead of summoning
Patekar and three others
accused — choreographer
Ganesh Acharya, producer
Samee Siddiqui and director
Rakesh Sarang — for ques-
tioning, the police will record
the statements of witnesses in
the case in the coming days on
the incident that took place on
the sets of a film on March 26,
2008.

“Before summoning
Patekar and other accused in
the case for questioning, we will
first record the statements of
the witnesses in the case,” a
senior police officer investi-
gating the case said.

Accompanied by her
lawyer Nitin Satpute, Tanushree
visited the Oshiwara police
station on Wednesday night
and recorded her statement in
continuation of a written com-
plaint that she had lodged with
the same police station on
October 6.

After she recorded her
statement, the Oshiwara police
formally registered an FIR
against Patekar and three oth-
ers under sections 354 (Assault
or criminal force to women

with intent to outrage her
modesty), 354-A (Assault or
use of criminal force with
intent to disrobe her) and sec-
tion 509 (word, gesture or act
intended to insult the modesty
o a woman) of  Indian Penal
Code.

In a related development,
the Oshirwara police are look-
ing into the complaint lodged
against Patekar by Tanushree
on October 6 under sections
354 (Assault or criminal force
to women with intent to out-
rage her modesty), 354-A
(Assault or use of criminal
force with intent to disrobe her)
and section 509 (word, gesture
or act intended to insult the
modesty o a woman) of Indian
Penal Code.

Talking to media persons
after actress-client recorded
her statement, Satpute said:
“After our insistence,  the police
recorded my client’s statement
in English instead of Marathi.
We wanted the police to record
her statement in English as we
did not want a repeat of what

happened ten years ago”. In
2008, Tanushree’s father Tapan
Kumar Dutta had filed a com-
plaint with the Oshiwara police
and nothing much had been
done on the complaint then.

On behalf of Tanushree,
her lawyer also submitted a 40-
page statement on the incident
to the police and also the
Maharashtra State Women’s
Commission (MSWC).

In her complaint lodged
with the police on October 6,
Tanushree has alleged that the
incident took place on March
26, 2008 during the shooting of
a song in the film “Horn Ok
Pleaseee” . The entire was to be
picturised on the actress, while
Patekar had only line in the
song. She said that before the
shoot, she had made it clear to
the producer and director that
she would not enact or perform
any lewd, vulgar or uncom-
fortable steps in the particular
song.

“On the 4th day of the
shoot, 26th March 2008, while
shooting was going on, Nana

Patekar’s behaviour was inap-
propriate towards me. He was
on the set despite his work in
the song being over and he was
grabbing me by the arms and
pushing me around on the
pretext of teaching me how to
dance. When he was teaching
indecently and unnecessarily,
then I felt very uncomfortable
because of his behaviour and I
felt he has outraged my mod-
esty,” Tanushree alleged.

“He (Patekar) told the
choreographer and other junior
artists to back away so that he
could teach me the dance steps
through he was not a choreo-
grapher and he was not
required during the choreog-
raphy as per my previous
rehearsals,” the actress added.   

“After the incident, I was
under tremendous shock, I
suffered psychological trauma,
was unable to take up work,
suffered huge monetary losses
in crores and therefore I decid-
ed to take action through film
industry by lodging a written
complaint with the Cine and
TV Artistes Association. The
Association decided the matter
and passed the order without
considering my complaint for
ap0logy,” Tanushree stated in
her police complaint.

In her complaint,
Tanushreee had also named
choreographer Ganesh
Acharya, producer Samee
Siddiqui, director Rakesh
Sarang and some MNS work-
ers who allegedly damaged her
car and pulled her out of her
car, as co-accused.
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Days after he dismissed
lightly and chose not to

comment on the Tanushree
Dutta-Nana Patekar row,
senior Bollywood actor
Amitabh Bachchan on
Thursday broke his silence on
the ongoing “Me Too” move-
ment, by saying that "no
woman should ever be sub-
jected to any kind of misbe-
haviour or disorderly conduct,
especially at her work place".

As he turned 76, Bachchan
posted an interview on his
twitter handle in which he
said: “No woman should ever
be subjected to any kind of mis-
behaviour, or disorderly con-
duct, especially at her work
place. Such acts should imme-
diately be brought to the notice
of concerned authorities, and
corrective measures be taken,
either through filing com-
plaints or a recourse to law”

“Discipline and civic, social
and moral curriculums, should
be adopted at a very early edu-
cational level. Women chil-
dren and the weaker sections of
our society are the most vul-
nerable. They need to be under
special protective care,” Big B
said, in reply to a question.

“It has been most hearten-
ing to see women representa-
tions in most work vocations,
on the increase in our country.
It would be an irreparable
blemish if we are not able to
provide them the welcome
they deserve and the dignity of
the security of their presence,”
the senior actor said.

It may be recalled that
Bachchan had come in for
severe criticism after he made
light of  a question on the alle-
gations of sexual harassment
made by Tanushree Dutta
against Nana Patekar, by saying:
"Neither is my name Tanushree
nor is it Nana Patekar so how
can I answer your question?".

Early this week,  Bachchan’s
daughter-in-law and actress
Aishwarya Rai Bachchan had
voiced her opinion on the
“MeToo” movement  at an
event. “I have always spoken
out, I spoke in the past, I am
speaking now, and I will con-
tinue to speak. When it comes
to helping women find their
voice, find the strength, feel con-
fident about sharing their sto-
ries, it’s not about the current
time. This has been going on
since a lot of time and I am glad
it has found a certain momen-
tum today,” Aishwarya had said.
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Reviving her old spat with
Hrithik Roshan, actress

Kangana Ranaut on Thursday
slammed her ex-boyfriend-
actor by saying that “people
who keep wives as trophies and
young girls as mistresses should
be boycotted”.

“There are men who make
false promises of love and mar-
riage to a girl to get them into
a relationship that is also a type
of harassment. There are mar-
ried men who keep their wives
as trophies and keep young girls
as their mistresses like
Hrithik...They lure young beau-
tiful girls with the promise of
marriage and later try to prove
them mad. Nobody should
work with such people. They
should be boycotted," Kangana
told a news television channel.

Justifying the treatment
being meted out to film maker
Vikas Bahl, a former member
of the now dissolved Phantom
Films who has been accused of
sexual harassment by a couple
of actresses,  Kangana said:
"There are many people like
Vikas Bahl, he is not the only
one. We still have a lot of work
to do so, we should not start the

celebrations as yet. We have a
long way to go. We have to
make this place (world)
absolutely safe for woman". 

Kangana’s comments
against Hritik came three days
after the 44-year-old actor
tweeted: "It is impossible for me
to work with any person if
he/she is guilty of such grave
misconduct. I am away and
have access to only sporadic
information. I have requested
the producers of Super 30 to
take stock of the apparent facts
and take a harsh stand if need
be. This is not to be hushed or
brushed under the carpet. All
proven offenders must be pun-
ished and all exploited people
must be empowered and given
strength to speak up.”

Hritik’s comment came in
respect of Bahl, who is the
director of Super 30, a biopic on
the life of mathematician
Anand Kumar and his educa-
tional programme Super 30.

Incidentally, Kangana's
Queen co-star Nayani Dixit had
accused Bahl of sexual mis-
conduct. After a reported affair
between the two during the
filming of Krrish 3, Kangana
and Hrithik have been engaged
in a legal war. 

��-
	�
���
	(

�
 ��
�	��	������
�:
���#���	��	4�����(

.)������������	�
������#�/�����

�	��
��������
�

�������
�

��	���
��	

�
���
�����	�	
��
Jammu: The Indian Space
Research Organisation will set
up a centre at the Central
University Jammu (CUJ) to
expand its presence to the
northernmost State of India.

ISRO Chairman K Sivan
signed memorandums of
understanding with CUJ Vice
Chancellor Ashok Aima and
officials of Central Space
Instruments Organisation
(CSIR-CSIO) to set up the
centre on Thursday.

Union Minister Jitendra
Singh was present during the
signing of the MoUs at CUJ
campus in Samba.

The centre, named Satish
Dhawan Center for Space
Science, is proposed to be
spread on an area of about
1,150 square metres.

The area of space applica-
tion is of particular interest to
Jammu & Kashmir as its econ-
omy and human lives are
affected by vegetation cover,
forest area, snow, landslides,
avalanches, ground water,
cloud cover, which can be
monitored from space through
remote-sensing.

Also, considering the
recurring natural calamities,
requirement of strengthening
ground-based observational
capabilities of this region for
weather and atmospheric
research is of utmost impor-
tant.

The centre will take care of
the emerging geospatial and
space technology requirements
for the development of the
region.

Union Minister Singh said
the collaboration between
ISRO and CUJ was a landmark
achievement for Jammu &
Kashmir.

Saying that ISRO would
become a pan-India organi-
sation with the establishment
of the centre, he urged the
youth to develop scientific
temper and interest in space
research. PTI
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The much publicised book
Lalu Leela authored by

Deputy CM Sushil Kumar Modi
was released on Thursday on the
occasion of the birth anniversary
of Loknayak Jaya Prakash
Narayan. Incidentally, both Lalu
and Modi were disciples of JP
and product of his anti-corrup-
tion movement.

But the book has docu-
mented “corrupt” practices of
Lalu and amassing of huge
wealth and assets by him and his
family. Lalu and his wife Rabri
Devi remained Chief Minister
uninterrupted for 15 years. Later
on Lalu was Railway Minister in
UPA 1 under Manmohan Singh
for five years.

“Lalu Pariwar is a Ghotala
pariwar. He continued with his
corrupt practices despite going
to jail and convicted in fodder
scam. He implicated his entire
family in corruption. Tejashwi

Prasad Yadav was just a kid
when all these corruptions took
place,” said Modi at the book
launching function where sev-
eral senior BJP leaders and
Union Ministers were present.
The BJP is also likely to use this
book in next election against
main rival RJD.

Modi has alleged that for
making Ministers, MPs and leg-
islators Lalu asked his partymen

to donate him acres of land.
Those who complied included
Raghunath Jha and Kanti Singh,
both former Union Ministers,
said Modi with documentary
evidences. In order make black
money white Lalu coerced Lalan
Choudhary, a BPL person, rail-
way khalasi Hridyanand
Choudhary and landless persons
Prabhunath Yadav,
Chandrakanta Devi and
Subhash Choudhary. The docu-
ments showed these people gift-
ed their precious lands in the
name of Lalu’s kin, said the BJP
leader.

Modi further said that to
amass benami land, Lalu mis-
used his family as well as the
families of his married daughters
and transferred the landed prop-
erties through them after him-
self purchasing the plots in their
name and later transferred in the
name of his kin.

“Lalu left behind Robert
Wadra in using shell companies

for grabbing properties. He
amassed properties not only for
wife, sons and daughters but
their next three generations.
Lalu is the name of the greed for
amassing more and more assets,”
said Modi.

Hours before the release of
the book the Government inten-
sified security of Sushil Modi.
Both Nitish and Modi were pre-
sent at another function and the
CM was seen calling the Senior
SP and DM of Patna and gave
them necessary directives.

There was no reaction from
Lalu family on this book. Leader
of Opposition Tejashwi Yadav
who has a knack of tweeting on
every issue also remained silent.
Bihar RJD president Ram
Chandra Purbe said the book
was a bunch of lies. “Modi is
using name of Lalu only to
remain in the limelight. The
world knows that Lalu is the
man always ready to take on RSS
and BJP,” he said.
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Arally to highlight the plight of the defence
PSU Hindustan Aeronautics

Limited(HAL) in view of the controversy over
HAL missing the contract to produce Rafale
fighter jet  by the State Congress Party has been
cancelled. The State Congress had announced
that on his visit to Bengaluru on Saturday
Congress president Rahul Gandhi will visit
HAL and address the employees. However
Gopal Sutar, Chief of Media Communications,
HAL told reporters on Thursday, “There is no
communication on Rahul Gandhi’s meeting
with the HAL employees in Bengaluru.”

Rahul was slated to meet HAL employees
in Bengaluru on 13 October. Karnataka
Pradesh Congress Committee president
Dinesh Gundu Rao  had said Rahul will talk
to the employees of the HAL about the con-
troversial deal and also address a rally in
Bengaluru. However on Thursday Dinesh
Gundu Rao denied Rahul Gandhi is coming
to meet HAL employees but  said he will hold

a discussion . 
He said "Event is being held by some peo-

ple to hold a discussion on Hindustan
Aeronautics Ltd's contribution to India, any-
one can participate in it including HAL
employees. He's not coming to meet HAL
employees." 

Rahul Gandhi had ridiculed union
Government's flagship Skill India campaign as
"S-Kill India" and alleged �30,000 crore was
"stolen" from HAL in the Rafale deal and given
to a man with "no skills" to make an aircraft.
The Congress has  been accusing Prime
Minister Narendra Modi of snatching jobs of
the people of Karnataka by taking away the
contract from HAL. Rahul had been saying that
had HAL been selected in place of Reliance
Defence it could have generated employment
to scores of unemployed youth in the State. 

The BJP has dismissed all allegations as
false. Modi had announced the procurement
of 36 Rafale fighters after holding talks with
then French president Francois Hollande on
10 April, 2015, in Paris. 
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PNS: After inciting violence by his
provocative speech against migrant
labourers, repentant Congress MLA
on Wednesday initiated Sadbhavna
fast. Alpesh Thakor has also invit-
ed Chief Ministers of Uttar Pradesh
and Bihar to join him saying that
Gujarat’s image is being tarnished
and hence he decided to go on
Sadbhavna fast. He also claimed that
there was no attack on migrant
labourers but some people are cre-
ating panic using social media.
“Neither me nor the social organi-
sations in which I am associated
would ever support regionalism,”
said Alpesh.  
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PNS: Reacting fast on allegations made against Dy
CM Patel, Gujarat’s senior Minister Bhupendrasinh
Chudasama said that all the allegation made
against Patel were baseless as Nitinbhai is leader of
everyone residing in Gujarat.

“From the beginning Congress is known for
divisive politics. Everyone in Gujarat knows that
who is provoking violence against migrants as the
names revealed in crimes against labourers either
associated from Congress or Alpesh led organisa-
tions,” said Chudasama, alleging that Congress MLA
Alpesh Thakor is trying to disturb peaceful envi-
ronment of the state as his anti-migrants speech pro-
voked people to attack on Hindi-speaking workers.
According to him any citizen of India has right to
work in Gujarat along with the local employees as
per their eligibility and skills.
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Security forces on Thursday shot
dead a top-ranking Hizbul

Mujahideen terrorist Mannan Bashir
Wani along-with an associate in north
Kashmir’s Kupwara district while
unknown gunmen shot dead a sepa-
ratist activist in southern Shopian dis-
trict.

Wani was emerging as a popular
terrorist across the Valley for his edu-
cational background and scholarly
discourses he had recently engaged
himself in.

The separatists have called for a
shutdown across the valley on Friday
to mourn Wani’s killing while several
mainstream leaders including former
Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti have
regretted his death.

Sources said Wani and his associ-
ate were trapped in a residential house
in Shatgund Bala village in Mawar belt
of north Kashmir’s Kupwara district
early on Thursday. The area was cor-
doned off by troops of 30 Rashtriya
Rifles and counterinsurgency police on
a specific input that led to exchange of
fire.

Police said two terrorists were
killed in the shootout and one of them
was identified as Manan Bashir Wani,
who joined the terrorist ranks last year
after quitting his doctoral research in
geology department of Aligarh Muslim
University. Wani had written two arti-
cles in past three months explaining his
decision to quit studies and joining the
separatist movement in Kashmir.

The authorities filed a case against
a news gathering agency that published

his first article on website. The agency
later pulled the article down. Wani cir-
culated his second article through
social media, which became an instant
hit.

Soon after the news about the
death of two terrorists spread, violent
clashes erupted in parts of Kupwara
and Handwara.

The authorities announced closure
of schools and colleges in north
Kashmir parts and several restive
pockets of south Kashmir.

Wani’s associate who died in the
gunfight was identified as Ashiq
Hussain Zargar, a resident of Tulwari
village in Langate.

Sources said that tens of thousands
of people joined the funeral prayers of
the slain terrorist who was ranked
among the most-wanted cadre of
Hizbul Mujahideen outfit.

The Joint Resistance Leadership
(JRL), a grouping of separatist leaders
Syed Ali Geelani, Mirwai Umar Farooq
and Yasin Malik called for a valley-wide
shutdown on Friday to mourn Manan

Wani’s death.
“Alas! heard the tragic news of

#MananWani’s Martyrdom and of his
associates! Deeply pained that we lost
a budding intellectual and writer like
him, fighting for the cause of self-deter-
mination. JRL appeals to people to
observe a complete #Shutdown tomor-
row to pay homage to him,” Mirwaiz
wrote on twitter.

Former Chief Minister Mehbooba
Mufti termed the killing as “loss” and
urged to resolve the Kashmir issue
through dialogue with all stakeholders
including Pakistan.

“Today a PhD scholar chose death
over life & was killed in an encounter.
His death is entirely our loss as we are
losing young educated boys every
day,” she said.

“It is high time that all the politi-
cal parties in the country realise the
gravity of this situation and try to facil-
itate a solution through dialogue with
all the stakeholders including Pakistan
to end this bloodshed,” Mehbooba
wrote in another tweet. Wani took up
arms during Mehbooba led PDP-BJP
coalition in the state.

Legislator Sheikh Rashid said the
killing of Manan Wani negates
Governor Satya Paul Malik’s claim that
we should focus on eliminating mili-
tancy rather killing terrorists. Rashid
represents Langate constituency where
the encounter took place.

“Rather celebrating the killing and
using bullets and pallets to disperse
thousands of protesters at the
encounter site, the Government should
introspect as to what forces masses to
play with their lives,” he said.
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Aware of the saffron outfit’s
alleged “nuisance value” the

Trinamool Congress Government is
keeping close watch on the prepa-
rations for the proposed BJP Rath
Yatras in December. According to
the ruling party sources local lead-
ers to the panchayat level have
been “alerted about the kinds of mis-
chief that can take place during the
Yatras.”

Though the BJP will not be able
to derive any special mileage from
such yatras in Bengal, “our workers
have been asked to keep a close vigil
because this is an election year,” State
Minister Firhad Hakim has said.

Party leader and Rajya Sabha
MP Sukhendu Shekhar Roy has also
said that the Yatra would be a fail-
ure in a politically seasoned State
like Bengal.

“Earlier yatras were take out
under the leadership LK Advani. But
it was not successful in Bengal. This
time also it will fail here as the peo-
ple of Bengal do not like commu-
nal politics,” Roy said.

Another leader and Minister
Sadhan Pandey said Bengal still
cherished its renaissance values
and would never allow outlandish
philosophy to make home in State
politics. “Bengal is a different ball
game; that they will soon under-
stand. People of this State will just
reject such communal gimmicks,”
Pandey said.

When asked whether the
Government was keeping watch
on elements who might try to ignite
communal flare, a senior leader and
Minister said “no mischief will be
tolerated and those who commit
them will be shown their places.”

With the 2019 general elections
less than a year away the BJP has
decided to take out three Rath
Yatras in the State. These Yatras will
be led by top BJP leaders including
party president Amit Shah, Assam
Chief Minister Sarwananda Sonowal
and his UP counterpart Yogi
Adityanath.

While Shah will lead his Yatra
from Birbhum, the UP Chief
Minister will start his Yatra from
Ganga Sagar Islands. The third
Yatra will start from Coochbehar in
Northernmost Bengal bordering
Assam and will be led by the Chief
Minister of the neighbouring State.

“The Yatras will be taken out in
protest against Trinamool Congress’
reign of terror, its appeasement
policy and continuing infiltration
through Bangladesh border,” BJP
State leader Samik Bhattacharya
said.

The Yatras will end up in
Kolkata and eventually culminate
into the proposed mega rally sched-
uled to be held at the historic
Brigade Parade Ground in Kolkata.
The date of the rally which will be
addressed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has however not
been given by the party.
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While V Narayanasamy,
the Chief Minister of

Puducherry is campaigning
against her day in and day out
alleging that Kiran Bedi, the
Lieutenant Governor is not
cooperating with the
Government in implementing
welfare measures, the unde-
terred Bedi is going around the
Union Territory making sure
that the infrastructure works
are implemented and the entire
region is maintained neat and
clean.

A day after Narayanasamy
went public over Bedi’s refusal
to increase the age limit to 24
of police constables under
clause 3 of the Police
Recruitment Rules, the
Lieutenant Governor launched
a massive programme with the
assistance of a corporate group
to desilt the entire irrigation
channels in Puducherry.

The project named
“Mission Puducherry Water
Rich” will ensure that the clean-
ing and desilting of all the 23
irrigation channels would be
implemented with the active
cooperation of donors. 

“This will save the
Government crores of rupees
while the donors will be hon-
oured with Swachchhta Hi

Sewa Awards on this year’s
Diwali Eve,” said a release from
Bedi’s office.

Desilting the 11.3 km long
Sellangal Feeder Canal at a cost
of �7 lakh would revitalize six
villages and 900 acres of farm
lands would get irrigation
potential. This will also
improve the ground water table
for agriculture sector as well as
the industrial hub.

The Lt Governor launched
the desilting works on
Thursday by performing the
traditional Bhumi Puja and
asked the donors to make sure
that the desilting works be
completed before the com-
mencement of the monsoon.
She also asked the engineering
authorities of Tamil Nadu
Government who were present
during the function to extend
cooperation to their counter-
parts in the union territory for
the speedy completion of the
works

���
����������� +�"��$,',

The coalition Government of
JD(S) and Congress in

Karnataka suffered a major
jolt on Thursday as primary
and Higher education Minister
N Mahesh has resigned from
HD Kumaraswamy Cabinet. 

N Mahesh is the only BSP
MLA from Kollegala con-
stituency and became Minister
in HD Kumaraswamy’s Cabinet.
Just four months after formation
of a fragile coalition
Government of JD(S) and
Congress led by HD
Kumaraswamy, Mahesh
resigned giving personal reason.
The formation of coalition
Government in Karnataka also
became a short-lived
Opposition unity called

Mahaghatbhandan which fiz-
zled out later as both BSP supre-
mo Mayawati and SP came out
against the Congress. After his
resignation he also said he
would continue to support
JD(S) and not the Congress.

According to sources
Mahesh resigned from the
Cabinet after Mayawati asked
him to resign as it was against
BSP’s principal to be part of any
power with the congress.
Mahesh had  a meeting with
Mayawati on Tuesday  and it was
much anticipated. According
to sources he would be contest-
ing from Chamarajanagara
reserve constituency against
Congress in the ensuing gener-
al elections in 2019.

In political circles the news
is abuzz that it was a political

plot created by Devegowda to
control the warring congress
and its leader Siddaramaiah.

Sources close to Chief
Minister Kumaraswamy said
Mayawati asked him to drop
Mahesh, as he'd made unwant-
ed comments that it's because
of him that the BSP won a seat
in Karnataka. The CM didn't
act on that. Today, she instruct-
ed Mahesh to step down.

In another development
former Prime Minister and
Janata Dal (S) National
President H D Devegowda has
said the Opposition parties
joining hands against the BJP
had begun in Karnataka, but
formation of a grand alliance
against the saffron party at the
national level was highly
'doubtful'.
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Banwarilal Purohit, Governor
of Tamil Nadu, literally left

the rationalists and atheists
Dravidian politicians in the State
spellbound on Thursday by par-
ticipating in the Thamarabharani
Mahapushkaram, a religious
event held once in every 144
years.

Governor Purohit who was
the chief guest of the inaugur-
al event of the rare festival
described it as one of the great
historical and cultural events in
the country. He also emphasised
the importance commanded
by the rivers across the country
because they are the ones which
stress the cultural unity of India.

“Thamarabharani River is
inextricably linked with the his-
tory of Tamil language, Tamil cul-
ture and the history of Indian sub
continent from time immemor-
ial. Throughout the history of
mankind, rivers have played the
central role in sustenance. We see
the rivers not only as a source of
water but revere them as Gods.
The celebration of Pushkarams
covers the holy rivers of Sindhu
and Saraswati in Western India
to Brahmaputra in Eastern India
to Ganges and Yamuna in
Northern India to Narmada,
Godavari and Tunga-Badra in
Central India and to Kaveri and
Thamarabharani in South India.
These pushkarams have been
happening from time immemo-
rial stressing the cultural unity

of our country over thousands of
years,” said the Governor. 

Driving home the relation
between the pushkaram and
astronomical changes, Purohit
pointed out that it was connect-
ed to the transit of the planet
Guru to various Rasi (zodiac
signs). “The Pushkaram festival
takes place on 12 major holy
rivers, corresponding to the
Hindu zodiac signs, during the
transit of Guru Bhagavan from
one Rasi to another, every year,”
said Purohit. He also demolished

the claim of the Dravidian par-
ties that the south India is a sep-
arate entity with distinct culture,
literature and history. “Sage
Agasthya was the first one to cre-
ate grammar for Tamil followed
by his disciple Tholkappiar. So it
may be apt to describe the age of
Tamil is same as that of the age
of Thamiraparani. We also find
references of Thamirabharani in
Ramayana, Mahabharata,
Kalidasa’s Raghuvamsa, works of
Varahamihira and in Sangam  lit-
erature,” said Purohit.
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Ahmedabad: In the wake of
the alleged rape of a 14-month
old girl in Gujarat two weeks
back, State Congress MLA
Geniben Thakor has said that
rape accused should be burnt
alive instead of being handed
over to police.

A video in which the
woman legislator is purported-
ly seen telling this to a group of
women went viral on Thursday.

However, Thakor clarified
that she was just trying to
pacify the women as they were
anguished over the rape of the
14-month old girl from Thakor
community.

Thakor represents Vav seat
of Banaskantha district.

In the video captured on a
mobile phone inside a house
yesterday, the MLA is seen sur-
rounded by some agitated
women.

"In India, everyone has to
pass through the process of law
(to get justice). But, whenever
such incidents happen, 50-150
persons should come together
and burn him (rape accused)
alive on the same day. 

Finish him, don't hand
him over to police," Thakor is
seen telling the women.

In her explanation, Thakor
said she was only trying to calm
down the women, who were
moved by the rape of the tod-
dler near Himmatnagar town
of Sabarkantha district on
September 28.

The accused, a native of
Bihar was arrested by police on
the same day.

"The video was shot inside
my residence. That was not a
public rally or a press confer-
ence. I said those words in
order to pacify some 100
women visitors, who were
upset due to the rape incident.
There was no other intention,"
said Thakor. PTI

Saharsa (Bihar): A village pan-
chayat in the district has
ordered no girls would go to
schools or colleges unless their
safety is ensured, after three girls
were allegedly harassed on their
way to their coaching classes,
police said on Thursday. 

Two persons have been
arrested in connection with
the alleged misbehaviour with
the girls, in a second instance of
harassment of female students
reported from the State within
a week.

Saharsa Superintendent of
Police Rakesh Kumar said the
incident was reported at
Ekpadha village where a group
of men allegedly misbehaved
with girls who were going to
their coaching classes on their
bicycle.

When two brothers of one
of the girls tried to put up a
resistance, they were also beat-
en up by the accused, the dis-
trict police chief said.

Following the incident,
which took place on October 4,
the village panchayat decreed
that unless and until adequate
security measures were taken,
girls would not be allowed to
attend colleges and coaching
classes, the SP said. 

"So far two of the accused
have been arrested while a

search was on for two others,"
Kumar said.

He also said as many as 17
college girls from the village are
said to have been affected by the
panchayat decree and the police
and district administration were
trying to convince their
guardians to allow them to
resume studies.

Earlier last week, in the
adjoining district of Supaul, 30
girl students of a school were
thrashed by villagers when they
objected to some boys scrib-
bling obscenities on the wall.

Nine persons, including
three women, were arrested in
connection with the assault on
the girls who had landed in a
hospital and are said to be still
in a state of shock and averse to
resume school.  PTI
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The BSE Sensex slumped
over 750 points to end at a

six-month low and NSE Nifty
ended below the 10,300 mark
Thursday as global indices wit-
nessed across-the-board losses
after investor sentiment was hit
by heavy sell-off in world mar-
kets.

The 30-share index, which
commenced with a gap down
opening, cracked over 1,000
points, breaching the 34,000-
mark and hit a low of
33,723.53, before staging a par-
tial recovery to touch a high of
34,325.09 in afternoon trade.

The gauge finally ended
759.74 points, or 2.19 per cent,
lower at 34,001.15. This is the
lowest closing since April 11.

It had gained 461.42 points
Wednesday.

Similarly, the NSE Nifty
settled at 10,234.65, down
225.45 points, or 2.16 per cent.

It moved between 10,138.60
and 10,335.95 in day trade.

“This sell-off is part of the
global sell-off triggered by the
sharp cut in the mother mar-
ket US,” said VK Vijayakumar,
Chief Investment Strategist at
Geojit Financial Services.

This is leading to capital
outflows from emerging mar-
kets (EMs) like India. Apart
from the rising bond yield in
the US and EM currency woes,
there are global trade skir-
mishes impacting the senti-
ment, he added.

“While most of the earlier
fall could be attributed largely
to domestic factors, the reason
for Thursday’s fall is clearly
global with the US markets
falling sharply after President
Trump’s acerbic comments
against the Federal Reserve
and the consequent sharp fall
witnessed in all the major
Asian markets,” said Dheeraj
Singh, Head of Investments -
Taurus AMC.

In an unprecedented crit-
icism by a serving US
President, Trump said the
Federal Reserve had gone crazy
after the Dow Jones Industrial
Average in New York tumbled
by over 800 points on
Wednesday, the biggest decline
in more than seven months.

Among the Sensex pack,

state-run lender SBI was the
biggest loser, plunging by 5.74
per cent, followed by Tata Steel
4.60 per cent.

Stocks of IT bellwether
TCS fell 3.10 per cent ahead of
September quarter earnings to
be released later on Thursday.

Other laggards included
Vedanta, M&M, Infosys, Adani
Ports, Bharti Airtel, Tata
Motors, HDFC, IndusInd
Bank, Sun Pharma, Bajaj Auto,
ICICI Bank, L&T, Kotak Bank,
Maruti Suzuki, Hero
MotoCorp, Coal India and
ITC, falling up to 4.45 per cent.

Axis Bank, HDC Bank,
RIL, Wipro, NTPC, Asian
Paint, PowerGrid and HUL
also retreated up to 1.45 per
cent.

In contrast, ONGC was the
top gainer in the Sensex kitty,
rising 2.86 per cent, while Yes
Bank gained 2.54 per cent.

Stocks of oil marketing
companies were in a better
shape on falling global crude oil
prices. HCPL, BPCL, ONGC
and IOC ended up to 14.70 per
cent higher.

Airline stocks continued
their rising streak for the sec-
ond day after the govern-
ment on Wednesday cut
excise duty on jet fuel to 11
per cent to give relief to the
aviation industry.
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Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday allayed

fears of job loss due to techno-
logical development, saying
the ‘4th Industrial Revolution’
will change the nature of jobs
and provide more opportuni-
ties.

Speaking at the launch of
the World Economic Forum
(WEF) Centre for the Fourth
Industrial Revolution, he said
his government is open to pol-
icy changes to help reap bene-
fits of the fourth industrial rev-
olution.

“Our diversity, our demo-
graphic potential, fast-growing
market size and digital infra-
structure has potential to make
India a global hub for research
and implementation,” he said.

While the previous indus-

trial revolutions eluded the
country, India’s contribution to
the 4th Industrial Revolution
would be astonishing, he said.

“India was not indepen-
dent when the first and second
industrial revolution happened.
When third industrial revolu-
tion happened, India was
struggling with challenges of
just attained independence,”
he said.

Artificial intelligence,
machine learning, Internet of
Things, blockchain and big
data hold potential to take
India to new heights, the Prime
Minister said.

Reeling out the achieve-
ments of his Government, Modi
said teledensity has increased to
93 per cent and nearly 50 crore
Indians now have mobiles.

India is the largest mobile
data consuming country in
the world and also the one with
the cheapest data rates, he
said, adding mobile data con-
sumption has increased 30
times in four years.

Over 120 crore Indians
have Aadhaar, he said, adding
work to connect all the 2.5 lakh
village panchayats with optic
fibre would be completed soon.

In 2014, only 59 panchay-
ats were connected with optic
fibre while presently 1 lakh are
connected, Modi said.
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Allaying concerns about the
return of fuel subsidy

regime, a top Finance Ministry
official on Thursday said the
Government asking oil PSUs to
subsidise petrol and diesel
prices by �1 per litre was a
“one-time thing” and it does
not intend to ask them to do it
again.

While oil marketing com-
panies will continue to enjoy
marketing freedom, upstream
oil producers like ONGC
would not be asked to share
fuel subsidy burden, he said.

Just last week, the
Government had cut excise
duty on petrol and diesel by
�1.50 per litre and asked state-
owned oil marketing compa-
nies (OMCs) to subsidise the
two fuels by another �1 a litre.

But most of the �2.50 per
litre reduction in rates effected
from October 5 has been lost
in increases in selling prices on
subsequent days, giving rise to
the suspicion that the
Government may again ask
OMCs to subsidise fuel.

“The �1 absorption by

OMCs in their pricing was a one-
time thing,” the official said.

The Government, he said,
has no intention of asking
them to do that again.

Following the comments,
shares of OMCs surged by as
much as 19 per cent intra-day,
defying the broader market
trends. Shares of HPCL surged
19 per cent to hit a high of
�215.40, BPCL jumped 7 per
cent to �284.80 and IOC gained
nearly 8 per cent to �134 in
intra-day trade.

The benchmark BSE
Sensex fell 759.74 points to
close at 34,001. 

The cut in excise duty and
OMCs absorbing some prices
had led to a drop in the price
of petrol from a record high of
�84 per litre to �81.50 in Delhi
and that of diesel from an all-
time high of �75.45 to �72.95
a litre on October 5. But rate
hikes on subsequent days have
pushed prices up.

Petrol has risen by 86 paise
per litre since then and diesel
by �1.67, negating the entire
excise duty reduction in less
than a week. Petrol price in
Delhi on Thursday stood at
�82.36 per cent while diesel was
priced at �74.62.

The official said the
Government is also not look-
ing at bringing back the subsidy
sharing mechanism where
upstream firms like ONGC
subsidised cooking fuels LPG
and kerosene by giving dis-

counts on crude oil they sold to
refiners.

Oil and Natural Gas Corp
(ONGC) shares surged to
�159.60 during intra-day trade
on the BSE before ending at
�152.90, up 2.86 per cent.

Oil producers ONGC and
Oil India Ltd had till June
2015 made good as much as 40
per cent of the under-recover-
ies or subsidy arising out of sell-
ing fuel at below market price.
It was speculated that the same
subsidy sharing in some form
may be brought back. 

According to Moody’s
Investors Service, share prices
of state-owned oil companies
have declined around 20 per
cent on average since the gov-
ernment on October 4
announced a reduction in the
country’s fuel prices.

The aggregate market cap-
italisation of the six largest list-
ed Government owned/linked
oil companies had fallen by �1.2
lakh crore since then, it said.

“The share price decline is
credit negative for the oil com-
panies because of the high
level of cross-shareholdings in
one another. The market values
of their respective investments
have declined, reducing their
financial flexibility,” it said in a
report on Thursday. Shares of
HPCL closed up 14.70 per
cent at �207.15. BPCL was up
5.11 per cent at �278.65 and
IOC ended 5.39 per cent high-
er at �131 on the BSE.
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The 15th Annual Inter Collegiate
Sports Meet - 2018 of IP University

was opened at the main sports ground
of the campus by renowned athlete of
the country Padmashri Gurubachan
Singh Randhawa here on Thursday. He
is the first Indian athlete of the coun-
try to be honoured   with prestigious
Arjuna Award.  

Addressing  the august gathering on
the occasion as a chief guest, he said the

University has come a long way in the
field of sports despite being a technical
institution. This culture of sports in the
University must be continued, he fur-
ther said.

In the March Past event, Army
Institute of Management and
Technology  was adjudged as winner.

Registrar of the University, Satnam
Singh, Director — Students Welfare  CS
Rai, Proctor Anup Singh Beniwal and
other senior officers and faculty mem-
bers were present on the occasion.

'=
�������������
�����

-.'(��
������������
,������

����� "�#���$�%

Mahindra & Mahindra, part of Mahindra
Group and Castrol India, an automotive

and industrial lubricant manufacturing company
in the country, on Tursday signed of a new strate-
gic partnership agreement. Under the aegis of
this agreement, Mahindra will endorse a range
of Castrol products which include aftermarket
engine oils and transmission fluids for Mahindra
tractors under the brand, “Mileage Ka Master”
(MKM).

The agreement was signed by Hemant
Sikka, President & Chief Purchase Officer,
Powerol & Spares Business, Mahindra &
Mahindra Limited and Omer Dormen,
Managing Director, Castrol India Limited at a
ceremony held in Mumbai. 

Commenting on the partnership at the sign-
ing event, Hemant Sikka President & Chief
Purchase Officer, Powerol & Spares Business,
Mahindra & Mahindra Limited said, “We are
pleased to join hands with Castrol, the leading
lubricants brand in India. Both the companies
are considered market leaders in their respec-
tive sectors — having constantly delivered
innovative and pioneering technology to pro-
vide unique and differentiated offerings to cus-
tomers and consumers. We look forward to part-
nering with Castrol and benefitting from their
strong reputation, high quality products and
wide-spread distribution network pan India
through its over 1 lakh strong retail outlets.
Objective is to capture unmet need of customers
to use recommended fluids by OEMs”.
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The IT Ministry has received
more than 400 responses

from companies, industry bod-
ies and Government depart-
ments on the draft personal
data protection Bill, and will
take stock of suggestions before
its proposed introduction in
Parliament, according to a
senior official. The deadline to
submit suggestions on the gov-
ernment’s draft personal data
protection bill closed on
Wednesday.

An official, who did not
wish to be named, said the IT
Ministry will start systemati-
cally analysing and crystallising
the responses now, following
which, it will further consult
related stakeholders and certain
ministries like Law and Justice.

The official said some of
the responses talk of how the
language of the draft bill can be
tightened to avoid its multiple
interpretation in the future, and
added that some suggestions
were around the costs sur-
rounding mandatory localisa-
tion or storage of data, that the
bill proposes.

Many global industry bod-

ies have contended that data
localisation proposed in the
draft bill could have “significant
negative effects” on the ability
of companies to do business in
India.

The ministry hopes to take
stock of all the feedback over
the next 1.5 months and give
final touches to the draft by
November-end, for its subse-
quent introduction in
Parliament. 

Parliament is expected to
convene for the winter session
in November-December.

The official said that a
number of ministries and
departments, including
Corporate Affairs, Social Justice
and Women and Child
Development, and Youth Affairs
have also sent in their feedback.

The draft personal data
protection bill was crafted by a
high-level panel headed by
Justice BN Srikrishna, and was
submitted to IT Minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad in July-end.

The draft bill moots
“explicit consent” for process-
ing ‘sensitive personal infor-
mation’ like religious or polit-
ical beliefs, sexual orientation
and biometric details.
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HMD Global, the home of
Nokia phones, on

Thursday announced the
Nokia 3.1 Plus in India, a
smartphone which goes big
on content experiences thanks
to its 6-inch HD+ display and
a weekend busting two-day
battery life1. Nokia 3.1 Plus is
the most affordable Nokia
smartphone with a dual-cam-
era and is the latest device to
join the Android One family,
delivering the best of Google
with monthly security patches.

The company also
launched the Nokia 8110,
which will now be available in
India. Reloading the legendary
Nokia 8110, this 4G feature
phone comes complete with the
elegantly curved slider design,
giving you the knowledge that
all your smartphone essentials
are there when you need them,
yet you are switched off, have
fun and relax. 

With a familiar and easy to
use interface, the Nokia 8110
features intuitive tactile mechan-
ics, with slide to answer and end
calls, as well as an addictive heli-
copter-style spin on its axis.
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Recent  default s  by
Infrastructure Leasing

and Financia l  S er v ices
(IL&FS) have highlighted
the continuity risks of the
country’s asset-backed secu-
rity (ABS) servicers, Fitch
said  in  i t s  rep or t  on
Thursday.

It further said the failure
of IL&FS has significantly
undermined market senti-
ment towards the the coun-
try’s non-bank financial insti-
tution (NBFI) sector and
their ABS issuance.

Transaction f low has
stalled and there is a rise in
yields on the securitisation
notes of NBFIs, it added.

IL&FS and its  sub-
sidiaries are facing liquidity
crisis and have defaulted on
several debt repayments
recently.

According to the rating
agency, IL&FS was not itself
a counterparty to any inter-
nationally rated ABS notes,
but NBFIs act as the origi-
nators and servicers for most
Indian ABS transactions.
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India Ratings and Research
(Ind-Ra) on Thursday main-

tained a stable outlook on 
the domestic cement sector
for the remaining period of this
fiscal.

The agency said it expect-
ed the overall demand condi-
tions to remain stable for the

Indian cement manufacturers,
considering a gradual eco-
nomic growth forecast across
cement end-markets, with real
estate and infrastructure help-
ing sustain volumes.

In a statement, Ind-Ra said
it “maintained a stable outlook
on the Indian cement manu-
facturers for the remainder FY
2018-19, driven by a healthy

growth forecast across end-
markets such as affordable
housing, roads and irrigation
sector, which would help in
sustaining strong volumes.
However, the growth in EBIT-
DA (earnings before interest,
tax, depreciation and amorti-
zation) could be partially off-
set by rising input costs”.

Over the last few quarters,

cement prices have remained
stagnant despite a constant
increase in fuel prices, Ind-Ra
noted. With modest capacity
additions of 4.2 mtpa (million
tonne per annum) in ongoing
fiscal, the utilisation is expect-
ed to improve.

It further said that with a
minimum capacity addition in
northern region and a stable

demand, the utilisation would
remain constant.

Capacity utilisation in cen-
tral region is expected to
increase over the medium
term on account of receding
impact of sand mining issues,
election season in central
region states and improving
utilisation level of Jaypee
Associates Ltd’s assets. 
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The country’s largest soft-
ware exporter TCS on
Thursday reported a 22.6

per cent jump in consolidated
net profit at �7,901 crore in the
July-September 2018 quarter,
buoyed by strong demand for
digital services.

Tata Consultancy Services
(TCS) had posted a net profit
of �6,446 crore in the same
period last fiscal, the company
said in a statement.

The Tata group company
saw a revenue growth of 20.7
per cent at �36,854 crore in the
September quarter, up from
�30,541 crore a year ago. Its
earning per share for the quar-
ter was at �20.66.

TCS CEO and MD Rajesh
Gopinathan said, “We are very

pleased with our all-round
strong performance in Q2.
Revenue growth was driven by
expanding demand for digital
transformation across verti-
cals, and continued accelera-
tion in banking, financial ser-
vices and insurance (BFSI)
and retail.” 

N Ganapathy Subramani-
am, chief operating officer
and executive director at TCS,
termed the September quarter
as a “good” one and said there
was a strong demand in areas
like analytics, cloud and
automation.

The company has declared
a dividend of �4 per share. 

The net employee addition
in September 2018 quarter was
at 10,227 professionals, highest
in 12 quarters, the company
said. Total employees strength

at the end of Q2 stood at
4,11,102 on a consolidated
basis. 

IT services attrition rate
was steady at 10.9 per cent on
last 12 months basis.

Shares of TCS fell by over
3 per cent on Thursday ahead
of its second quarter earnings
to be announced later in the
day.

The stock declined 3.10 per
cent to close at �1,979.75 on
BSE. During the day, it slumped
4.89 per cent to �1,943.05.

At NSE, shares of the com-
pany went down 2.37 per cent
to end at �1,995.

In terms of equity vol-
ume, 3.58 lakh shares of the
company were traded on BSE
and over 47 lakh shares
changed hands at NSE during
the day.

New Delhi (PTI): GMR
Infrastructure on Thursday said
its arm Kakinada SEZ had
inked a pact with Andhra
Pradesh Gas Development
Corporation (APGDC) for sup-
ply of piped natural gas.

“Kakinada SEZ, a sub-
sidiary of GMR Infra, signed an
MoU with APGDC to get access
to piped domestic natural gas
for its upcoming 10,500-acre
zone,” the company said in a fil-
ing to BSE.

With this development,
Kakinada SEZ would be the first
zone on the eastern coat of India
to provide piped natural gas to
all its industrial units.

The zone, which is located
on the Vizag-Chennai Industrial
Corridor, offers 8,521 acre of
industrial land with another
1,879 acre earmarked for a
Greenfield commercial port.

“This unique development
will be a boon for gas dependent
industries like ceramics, glass,
fertilisers and chemicals in this
region. Since gas constitutes a
major portion of their costs, a
30-40 per cent saving on gas
price will yield significant com-
petitive advantage.

“This is expected to attract
significant overseas and domes-
tic investments, giving a boost
to ‘Make in India’ and ‘Sunrise
Andhra Pradesh’ initiatives,”
Kakinada SEZ CEO Challa
Prasanna said.
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South Africa-based micro tag
maker Recoveri on

Thursday announced entry in
India with investment of USD
10 million by next year. 

The company is mainly
targeting automobile segment
for tagging four and two-
wheelers with microdots — 1
millimetre square grain size
dots which carry unique num-
ber code linked to chasis of
vehicle — Recoveri CEO Philip
Opperman told reporters here.

The company sprays
15,000 microdots on critical
components inside vehicle
which can be traced with help
of an ultra-violet torch and the
number can be read with the
help of a magnifier.

“We have earmarked over-

all investment of USD 10 mil-
lion which will be done in India
over a period of next one year.
Major part of it will be used in
setting up a microdot produc-
tion factory in Manesar
(Haryana),” Opperman said.

The company has part-
nered with Delhi-based firm
Falcon to market its product in
the country. 

“We have had discussion
with automotive component
makers body ACMA for a pilot
project that will commence in
a fortnight. Component mak-
ers are keen to use microdots
to check sale of duplicate prod-
ucts,” Opperman said.

He said the government
was working on draft regulation
to prevent theft of vehicles,
which once finalised would
boost business of the company. 
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New Delhi: TVS Motor Company on Thursday launched a
refreshed version of its scooter Wego priced at �53,027 (ex-show-
room Delhi). The new version comes with new features includ-
ing a 20-litre utility box, sporty wheel-rim stickers, pass-by switch
and a maintenance free battery. “At TVS Motor Company, we
have brought in interventions across our product portfolio based
on evolving customer requirements.  TVS WEGO is inspired by
the youthful lifestyle of our target audience,” Aniruddha Haldar,
vice-president, marketing, commuter motorcycles, scooters
and corporate brand, TVS Motor Company, said. The compa-
ny is confident that this refreshed version of TVS Wego would
resonate with the customers, he added. The 110-cc scooter comes
with full metal body, advanced digital speedometer, among other
features. 
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New Delhi: Future Group has partnered with fabric brand
Vardhman to co-develop products for its apparel business and plans
to launch 6-7 products every year. Future Group will use
Vardhman’s fabric for products being sold across its formats such
as FBB, Central and Brand Factory. “Apparel is a very important
business for us and it is growing rapidly. We have signed a mem-
orandum of understanding (MoU) with the Vardhman Group to
co-develop products for our apparel business. This strategic part-
nership will enable us to make quality fashion more affordable,”
Future Retail Joint Managing Director Rakesh Biyani said and added,
we plan to launch 7-6 products every year. Initially, the products
will be for our value fashion format FBB. Later, we will launch these
co-developed apparels at other Future Group apparel formats,” he
added. Biyani, however, did not disclose the financial details of the
agreement. FBB had said it planned  to invest �350 crore to open
about 140 exclusive outlets as it aimed to double its turnover in
the next two years. At present, FBB retails its products through 385
points of sales in Big Bazaar stores, including 62 exclusive outlets. 
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New Delhi: Drug firm Eli Lilly and Company on Thursday
said it had entered the autoimmune segment in India with launch
of Olumiant, a new once-daily oral therapy for treatment of
rheumatoid arthritis. Olumiant is approved in more than 50 coun-
tries across the world, it said.                                               PTI
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Abooster rocket failed less
than two minutes after

launching an American and a
Russian toward the
International Space Station on
Thursday, forcing their emer-
gency — but safe — landing on
the steppes of Kazakhstan.

It was latest in recent series
of failures for the troubled
Russian space programme,
which is used by the US to
carry its astronauts to station.

NASA astronaut Nick
Hague and Roscosmos’ Alexei
Ovchinin were subjected to
heavy gravitational forces as
their capsule automatically jet-
tisoned from the Soyuz boost-
er rocket and fell back to Earth
at a sharper-than-normal angle
and landed about 20 kilometres
east of the city of Dzhezkazgan
in Kazakhstan.

“Thank God the crew is
alive,” said Dmitry Peskov, the
spokesman for Russian
President Vladimir Putin, when
it became clear that they had
landed safely. He added that the
president is receiving regular
updates about the situation.

NASA Administrator Jim
Bridenstine, who watched the
launch at the Russian-leased
Baikonur cosmodrome along
with his Russian counterpart,
tweeted that Hague and
Ovchinin are in good condi-

tion. He added that a “thorough
investigation into the cause of
the incident will be conducted.”

Hague and Ovchinin lifted
off as scheduled at 2.40 pm on
Thursday from Baikonur. The
astronauts were to dock at the
International Space Station six
hours after the launch and
join an American, a Russian
and a German currently aboard
the station.

But the three-stage Soyuz
booster suffered an unspecified
failure of its second stage about
two minutes after launching.
Search and rescue teams were
immediately scrambled to
recover the crew, and para-
troopers were dropped from a
plane to reach the site quickly.

While the Russian space
program has been dogged by a
string of launch failures and
other incidents in recent years,
Thursday’s mishap marked the
program’s first manned launch
failure since September 1983,
when a Soyuz exploded on the
launch pad.

It was to be the first space
mission for Hague, who joined
NASA’s astronaut corps in
2013. Ovchinin spent six
months on the orbiting outpost
in 2016. The astronauts were
flown by helicopter to
Dzhezkazgan and then by
plane to Baikonur. Russian
officials said they may spend
the night in Baikonur before

being flown to Star City,
Russia’s space training center
outside Moscow, the Tass news
agency said.

NASA posted pictures of
Hague and Ovchinin under-
going a medical check-up at
Dzhezkazgan’s airport. One of
the pictures showed Hague
smiling and another had him
sitting next to Russia’s space
agency chief Dmitry Rogozin.

Flight controllers kept the
three space station residents
abreast of the situation after
Thursday’s aborted launch.

“The boys have landed,”
Mission Control assured the
International Space Station
crew. Russian controllers told
the space station astronauts that
Hague and Ovchinin endured
6.7 times the force of gravity
during their entry.

There was no immediate
word on whether the space sta-
tion crew might need to extend
its own six-month mission.

Two spacewalks planned
for later this month were off
indefinitely. Hague was sup-
posed to be one of the space-
walkers.

Russian Deputy Prime
Minister Yuri Borisov said all
manned launches will be sus-
pended pending an investiga-
tion into the cause of the fail-
ure. He added that Russia will
fully share all relevant infor-
mation with the US.���
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President Donald Trump
said on Thursday the

United States is being “very
tough” as it looks into a Saudi
writer missing and feared mur-
dered in Istanbul, adding “we
have investigators over there
and we’re working with
Turkey” and with Saudi Arabia.

Trump spoke on “Fox &
Friends” about Jamal Khashoggi,
59, a government critic who dis-
appeared a week ago after enter-
ing a Saudi consulate in Turkey.
The wealthy former govern-
ment insider wrote columns for
The Washington Post, including
some critical of Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman. He’d
been living in the United States
in self-imposed exile.

Turkish officials say they
fear Saudi Arabia killed and
dismembered Khashoggi but
offered no evidence. Saudi royal
guards, intelligence officers,
soldiers and an autopsy expert
were part of a 15-member team
from the kingdom that target-
ed Khashoggi, Turkish media
reported Thursday.

“We want to find out what
happened,” Trump said. “He
went in, and it doesn’t look like

he came out. It certainly does-
n’t look like he’s around.”

The president did not pro-
vide details on a U.S. investi-
gation. Asked about a
Washington Post report that
U.S. intelligence intercepts out-
lined a Saudi plan to detain
Khashoggi, Trump said, “It
would be a very sad thing and
we will probably know in the
very short future.”

The Post, citing anony-
mous U.S. officials familiar with
the intelligence, said Prince
Mohammed ordered an opera-
tion to lure Khashoggi from his
home in Virginia to Saudi
Arabia and then detain him.
Saudi Arabia has called the
allegation it abducted or harmed
Khashoggi “baseless.” It has
offered no evidence to support
its claim the writer simply
walked out of its consulate and
vanished despite his fiancée
waiting outside for him.

Decades of close U.S.-Saudi
relations, which have only
intensified under Trump,
appeared in jeopardy by the
suggestion of a carefully plot-
ted murder of a government
critic. Trump on Thursday
described the relationship as
“excellent.”
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There are good doctors in
Pakistan”, Supreme Court

Chief Justice Saqib Nisar told
Pervez Musharraf on Thursday
as he directed the Dubai-based
former dictator to appear
before the apex court to record
his statement in the treason
case against him.

General (retd) Musharraf,
75, who has been living in
Dubai since 2016, is facing the
treason case for suspending the
Constitution in 2007.

The former army chief left
for Dubai in March 2016 for
medical treatment and has not
returned since, citing security
and health reasons. 

The chief justice’s cryptic
remarks came as he headed a
bench hearing the case related
to National Reconciliation
Ordinance (NRO), passed by
Musharraf in 2007.

Washington: Describing
Indian-American Nikki Haley
as an  “extraordinary person”,
President Donald Trump has
said the outgoing US ambas-
sador to the UN is “going to
make a lot of money” in the
private sector, which she
intends to join.

Haley, 46, the first Indian-
American to hold a Cabinet-
ranking position in any US
presidential administration,
tendered her resignation
Tuesday, which Trump accept-
ed. She had hinted in her res-
ignation letter that she is head-
ed to the private sector after
two years at the UN and, before
that, six years as South
Carolina’s governor.

She is likely to stay in the
position till the year-end so that
her successor could be nomi-
nated and confirmed by the
Senate. Trump exuded confi-
dence that Haley would return
to his administration in some
capacity at some point.

AP

Washington: The US “will take
care” of countries which defy its
directive to bring their oil
imports from Iran to zero by
November 4, President Donald
Trump has warned, days 
after India announced that two
of its firms have placed orders
to import crude from the 
Gulf nation.

Trump in May pulled the
US out of the 2015 nuclear
accord, saying it had “failed to
achieve the fundamental objec-
tive of blocking all paths to an
Iranian nuclear bomb” and did
not deal with Tehran’s “malign
activities, including its ballistic
missile programme and its
support for terrorism”.

In an attempt to compel
Iran to agree to a new accord,
Trump reinstated sanctions
that targeted the Iranian gov-
ernment’s purchase of US dol-
lars, Iran’s trade in gold and
other precious metals, and its
automotive sector. AP

Lahore: A Pakistani extremist
Islamist party is demanding the
country’s Supreme Court
uphold the death sentence for
a Christian woman convicted
of blasphemy.

Asia Bibi has appealed her
sentence and the court earlier
this week postponed ruling on
the final appeal. Her lawyers
say she was falsely accused.

The Tehreek-e-Labbaik
party said on Wednesday that if
the court’s three-judge panel
frees Bibi, the judges will face
“consequences”. The party also
says its supporters will rally on
Friday to demand death for Bibi.
The charge against Bibi dates
back to a hot day in 2009 when
she went to get water for fellow
farm workers. Two Muslim
women refused to drink from a
container used by a Christian.

Bibi was later accused of
insulting Islam’s prophet, a
charge which carries the death
penalty. AP

Melbourne: Girls feel there is
little point in reporting sexual
harassment to authorities since
there is hardly any action,
according to a report which
shows that young women suf-
fer relentless abuse in cities
worldwide, including Delhi.

The report from child
rights organisation Plan
International, based on more
than 21,000 testimonials of
girls and young women living
in Delhi, Kampala, Lima,
Madrid and Sydney, found that
in all five cities, boys and men
grope, chase, stalk, leer at, ver-

bally insult, and flash girls and
young women.

While such behaviour is
condoned by society,
bystanders and authorities
rarely take action, according to
the report by researchers
including those from Monash
University in Australia.

This forces girls to adjust
their behaviour to protect
themselves. CEO of Plan
International Australia,
Susanne Legena, said the
research provides a previously
unseen glimpse of the impact
of harassment and abuse on the

lives of girls and young women. 
“Constant harassment and

abuse is frightening and drain-
ing, and leaves young women
feeling completely disempow-
ered. This indifference and
inaction leads many girls and
young women to blame them-
selves for abuse and harass-
ment,” Legena said.

“What’s more, by forcing
girls and women to constantly
adjust their behaviour to stay
safe, society is denying them
the benefits and opportunities
of city life,” she said.

PTI
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Washington/Beijing: For the
first time, a Chinese intelli-
gence official has been extra-
dited to the US to face espi-
onage charges for conspiring
and attempting to steal trade
secrets from multiple American
aviation and aerospace com-
panies, the Department of
Justice has said.

Yanjun Xu, aka Qu Hui,
aka Zhang Hui, a Chinese
Ministry of State Security
(MSS) operative, was extradit-
ed to the US on Tuesday, fol-
lowing which the charges were
unsealed on Wednesday. 

Arrested in Belgium on
April 1, Xu was indicted on
four counts of conspiring and
attempting to commit espi-
onage and theft of trade secrets.

PTI
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The process of launching a
new vehicle has changed a

bit over the years. Once upon
a time, it was a press confer-
ence followed by drinks. Then
the drinks disappeared and
you got a sound and light
show with dancers bouncing
around the stage and your ears
pleading for mercy from the
200 beats per minute Euro
House music that accompa-
nied the car being driven
onto stage. If you, as a carmak-
er, wanted to make it fancier,
you got European dancers
instead of Shiamak Davar’s
troupe. Nowadays, it is a bit
different, it usually begins
with a mass ‘leak’ in a couple
of newspapers and automotive
magazines, followed by sur-
prisingly accurate renders of
the vehicle in question. Then
there are the spy shots all over
the web. And this is where I
give you an idea. If you want
to set up your own “spy shot”
website, just go to the
Himalayan Expressway
between Zirakpur and
Parwanoo. Then there are the
teaser emails and factory vis-
its and what not. A car launch
process often stretches for
around six-eight months, even
the marketing around it. 

So when Mahindra sent
out an email saying how their
new car would be “shark”-
inspired and what not, you
really didn’t expect the
Marazzo. Yes, you kind of
knew that this car was replac-
ing the Xylo and would be a
van, and honestly there is
only so much one can do with
a van. But, you know, shark
and all. That is the fault of
your brain because when you
hear shark, your mind almost
automatically assumes the
sleek and deadly Great
White. Because your
brain really did not
know until you
Googled it that there
are over 500 species
of sharks and rays. It
is a very disparate
family of fish, but of
course, what we con-
sider sharks are the
order of Mackerel
Sharks, or Lamniformes.
And I am sure that Mahindra

designers thought the same.
Shaping a van like a Great
White would be rather
impractical but the Marazzo
does look like a Basking Shark
with its mouth agape. As I
said, it is a large, multi-person
van. It is not supposed to be
good-looking. But you know
what, the Marazzo is not ugly.
In fact, it looks fairly reason-
able. Sure, the marketeers
would always try and make it
macho, but they should not
have, as I will go on to explain. 

Frankly, the last time I
drove a Mahindra vehicle, I
was left awfully disappointed
with the KUV100. With the
Marazzo,  boy was I sur-
prised. First, the Marazzo
looks far better proportioned
than the Xylo, and while it is
a big van, in the burgundy red
colour I got the tester, it
looks quite smart.
The real surpris-
es are not so
much in

its looks though but the way
it drives.

The Marazzo may not be
perfect and I will get to that
later, but it is fabulous when
it comes to Noise, Vibration
and Harshness (NVH). It real-
ly does feel very comfortable
and quiet to be inside the
cabin, quite unlike any other
Mahindra every before. The
other thing is that the Marazzo
is on the whole a very sedate
car to drive. The engine,
which is a highly turbo-
charged 1.5 litre diesel unit,
does take some time to get up
to speed and the first few
times you drive the car you
might stall it, starting up from
a red light. But the power
comes on relatively quickly
once you get the hang of it,
a n d

despite having 121 horsepow-
er in a pretty large car, it does
not feel massively underpow-
ered, although you would not
really want to push it past the
highway speed limit. 

Now, one issue I did have
is that the Marazzo, partially
because of its size, is not the
most adept handler. Of course,
throwing a large people carri-
er into a corner is never a rec-
ommended course of action,
but one has to do these things
in a road test, but that said,
body roll characteristics are far
superior to the Xylo and the
XUV500. One strange prob-
lem I encountered while cor-
nering hard was that the car
would warn me that my bon-
net was open. I put that down
to the centrifugal force open-

ing the circuit, but

a strange warning nonetheless
and I hope it was peculiar to
the vehicle I had. Over three
days and 250 km on city
roads and some highway
stretches, I got a creditable 15
km per litre. 

Interiors, I was driving the
top-end M8 six-seater with the
captain seats in the second
row and rear-legroom was
pretty decent. As for the third
row, well, third-rows are not
very comfortable for adults in
most vehicles. The Marazzo is
also a little shorter than the
Innova, so it is a bit cramped,
but it is a bigger third row than
the Ertiga. The few issues I
have were with the fact that I
am not a fan of hard-plastic
steering wheels, the fact that
the third row does not fold
flush to the floor and the start-
up of the infotainment system,
which takes a while and is a
particular pain if you want to
start reversing immediately. I
really can’t imagine getting
this car without a reversing
camera system because it is
very long. 

Honestly though, the
issues were few and far
between. I can imagine some-
one buying the Marazzo as a
comfortable long-distance
family cruiser. Also, for those
who need a vehicle to trans-
port a lot of stuff or pets, you
can remove the third-row
completely. Sure, calling it a
competitor to the Innova is a
bit of a stretch, but then again
at under �14 lakh for the top-
of-the-line M8 six-seater, it is

incredible value, cheaper
than even a second-hand

Innova from 2014-15.
Personally, I like the
Marazzo and hopefully
it signifies the start of
some excitedly from
Mahindra, the new
XUV700 (a Ssangyong
Rexton with a
Mahindra badge) is
on its way later this
month and I hope the
company can keep its

momentum going. 
If you have any ques-

tions, queries or generally
want car advice, or just to chat

about cars, do reach out to
@kushanmitra on Twitter.
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Like quintessential Japanese
design, Atsushi Nakashima’s
works reflect minimalism,

which is also a part of his personal
style. Dressed in a white T-shirt, black
pants and black and white-striped
sneakers, the artiste is a canvas of his
own art. Soft-spoken and detached,
the designer, who was once the head
of design of the diffusion line at Jean
Paul Gaultier, preferred answering
through a translator despite being
able to speak good English, I was told.  

The East and the West meets in
a confluence in his designs. He grew
up in Japan after the country had
already modernised and as a result his
work leaned towards the contempo-
rary. But his association with Jean
Paul Gaultier taught him to value tra-
ditions and his designs now have ele-
ments of Japan. 

“When I was younger, my sensi-
bility was more modern Japanese, in
which you rebuild and reinvent but
what changed, especially after my
association with Jean Paul Gaultier,
was I learnt how to value classic and
traditional design. The French
believe in preserving their her-
itage. So old buildings are pre-
served and taken care of unlike
in Tokyo. While Kyoto still has
a lot of traditional temples,
Tokyo is entirely rebuilt and
modernised. What I learnt is
that we must value classic
traditions and the  beauty
they bring. After that experi-
ence, I find that I appreciate my
origins and are rooted to them,”
said Nakashima. 

He is showcasing the same
Fall-Winter 2018 collection
that he presented at the Milan
Fashion Week last month. His
collection celebrates his country,
while presenting a global outlook.
His collection is replete with cir-
cles that represent the sun. Fish
motifs, knee-length jackets and
dresses dominate the collection
apart from oversized pants and

layers of jackets. 
He was inspired by 1960s’ music

like funk, soul and disco to build the
collection but using that era’s designs
as it is would be placing them out of
context. So he has given a modern
twist to them along with using
Japanese motifs, especially the ones
that can be seen in traditional
Japanese kimonos. The kimono itself,
he said, has a simple structure but lay-
ers are added based on the material
and motifs.  Something that is seen
in his collection as well, clean
structure with layers. He believes
that the world is becoming
smaller and global but a “dash
of Japan” finds its way into all
his work. 

The designer doesn’t
believe that there is much dif-
ference between the East and
West since by the time he was
in high school American
casuals were the “de
facto uniform” of the
young. But he reiter-
ates that a global
outlook with ele-
ments of Japan is
what defines
him. 

The 40-year-old knew by the time
he was in high school that he want-
ed be a fashion designer. Even though
his parents worked in the corporate
sector, he believes that he carries the
DNA of his great grandfather who
was a painter. 

He brings with him a sense of
nostalgia like the loose-on jacket,
which he has reinvented and replant-
ed.  “I use geometric prints that are
linear in nature and the clothing is

kimono-esque. Part of my
Japanese identity is repre-

sented by my designs,”
he said.  

He’s interested in
Indian hand-embroi-
dery and is keen to
explore how he can
interpret traditional
embroidery from

India into the
motifs he

has in his
mind. 

Rallying the fashion troops
through an all-black theme,

the first day of the Lotus Make-
Up India Fashion Week ended
with the showcase of a range of
designs and dresses in black by
creators Ashish N Soni, Rajesh
Pratap Singh, and Rohit Gandhi
+ Rahul Khanna.

Bringing into fore a range of
formal wear collection, Ashish N
Soni’s designs were all about rel-
evance, professionalism, func-
tionalism and grace.

With extreme simplicity, as
his designs are known for, there
were full dress uniforms, embell-
ished dinner jackets, frock coats,
knee-length asymmetrically cut
short men’s trousers, half pants,
skirts,  formal trousers, uncuffed,
with stripes or leg seams, plain-
fronted shirt with wing collars,
cuff links and shirt studs, pique
or marcella coats, waistcoats,
tuxedos for men, jumpsuits for
women, pant suits, evening capes
and coats and so on. While
models did slay in various back-
less formal dresses, model
Lakshmi Rana’s outfit was one of
those challenging the young
global formal fashion. Her skirt-
cum-trouser was half trouser
and half skirt with a short frock

blazer, that did stand out
amongst all the other day-today
formals — completely a jaw-
dropping look.

“The collection celebrates
the black colour in all its hues
paying a tribute to our signature
brand as well. I have used 30 dif-
ferent textured black fabrics to
avoid giving a dull, boring and
repetitive look. It is more about
bringing out the simplicity yet
the elegance of black,” said
Ashish.

As the dresses give a three-
dimensional look, Ashish added
that “the fabrics are either all
hand-crafted and worked upon,
or are in tone on tone-engi-
neered jacquards.” The collection
indeed set an example of brilliant
craftsmenship as the embellish-
ments were made with great
intricacy and “a disciplined
approach to stay true to the core
values of the brand,” said the
designer. The inspiration behind
the all-black collection is about
understanding construction,
design, technique and technology.

As the first of the three showcases gave
out the message of strength and boldness, the
following by designer Rajesh Pratap Singh

gave chills around the hall. With the colour
palette that ranged from all shades of black
and white, Singh’s design collection combined
style and travel with its winter collection. The
atmosphere turned really cold and chilly as
the background resembled the heavy sleet in

the mountains. Inspired by
author and naturalist John
Muir’s famous saying, “The
mountains are calling and I
must go,” the collection repre-
sented the mystique of Indian
mountains and the challenges
they hold, and to discover one-
self it is imperative to accept
those challenges and discover
these mountains as well.

With rugged, rocky asym-
metric silhouettes, deconstruct-
ed shapes with inside-out seams,
the collection honoured Indian
pahadi roots. Fabrics used com-
prise wool-linen blends, weaves
that are made on hand looms
and ikats. With knee-length
and long woollen coats, there
were hand-crafted shoes and
gloves to accessorise the look.
The blazers brought back the
checks and stripes, taking one
back to the typical winter collec-
tion woollens garments full of
red, black and white checks.
Singh’s collection was a tribute
to adventure, travel, the roam-
ing spirit and the exploration of
the physical and beyond.

The third in line was Rohit
Gandhi + Rahul Khanna’s curat-
ed collection titled Twilight, fol-
lowing the monochromatic
black theme. However, why only
black? 

Rahul’s answer to it was,
“Well, we like when the sun goes
down. This was all to celebrate
the colours of car brand Nexa.”
While the monochrome did
spread its elegance, there were
also certain accentuated glisten-
ing silver elements as “they add
shine to every garment amalga-
mating metallic hues along with
modern edgy elements” through
long festive wear gowns, backless
dresses and top jackets. The
showstopper, actress Sonakshi
Sinha set the ramp on fire with
her blue eye-shadow and long-
sleek black gown with sparkling
black crystals.

Rohit talked about the hand-
crafted techniques “amplifying
and highlighting every detail of
the garments in the form of
appliqué work and hand bead-
ing. Black crystals have been
utilised in order to give the col-
lection a sense of luxury. With
lustrous satin and twisted crepe,
there is intricate metal work on

the silhouettes with matte and gloss textures,”
that defined unusual patterns and gave an
impression of pure indulgence. 
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The much anticipated longlist for the US
$25,000 DSC Prize for South Asian

Literature 2018 was announced by eminent his-
torian and academic Rudrangshu Mukherjee,
who is the chair of the jury panel for the dis-
tinguished prize.

The longlist of 16 novels which was
unveiled at the Oxford Bookstore in New Delhi
includes four translated works from Assamese,
Kannada, Tamil and Hindi. The longlist fea-
tures six women authors and three women
translators. Two  outstanding debut novels also
find place alongside the works of several estab-
lished writers.

The longlist represents the best of South
Asian fiction writing of  the last year and
includes submissions from a diverse mix of
publishers and authors of different back-
grounds writing on a wide range of issues and
themes.

The novels include stunning portrayals of
migration, war and the pain of displacement,
poignant love stories, the exploration of new
found relationships and identities, and vivifi-
cation of the personal struggles, hopes and aspi-
rations that symbolize the urgent and divisive
realities of contemporary South Asian life.

This year the DSC Prize, administered by
the South Asian Literature Prize & Events Trust,
received 88 eligible entries and the five mem-
ber international jury panel diligently went
through these entries to arrive at this year’s
longlist of 16 novels which they feel represent
the best works of fiction related to the South
Asian region.

Speaking on the occasion, Mukherjee,
Chair of the jury commented, “It gives me enor-
mous pleasure to announce this longlist of 16
works of fiction for the DSC Prize for South
Asian Literature 2018. My fellow jurors and I
read through over 80 works of fiction and then
arrived at this list of 16 which we will further
prune to prepare a shortlist and then finally a
winner. “

The jury will now deliberate on the
longlist over the next month and the shortlist
of five or six books for the DSC Prize 2018 will
be announced on November 14 at the London
School of Economics & Political Science (LSE)
in London. Thereafter the jury would meet
once again to arrive at the final winner that
would be announced at a special Award
Ceremony to be hosted in a South Asian city.
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A few years ago I was traveling
from Lisbon, Portugal, to Tenerife
(in the Canary Islands) via Madrid.
Tragically on that day, a Span Air
plane had crashed at the Madrid air-
port, killing nearly all on board.
Approximately 150 people had died
and the Madrid airport was closed
for many hours. Our flight was, of
course, cancelled and we reached
Tenerife nearly 24 hours after the
originally scheduled time.
Upon arrival in Tenerife we found
that there was a pervasive state of
bereavement amongst all of the peo-
ple due to the plane crash. Wherever
we went, people would request
Pujya Swamiji (Swami Chidanand
Saraswati) to say prayers for the
departed souls, to have moments of
silence before and after each pro-
gram. Questions in the satsangs
inevitably revolved around issues of
karma, death, destiny and tragedy.
The plane which had crashed was
destined for Gran Canaria, the
largest of the Canary islands. No one
we spoke with or who was present
in any of the functions had actual-
ly known anyone on the flight; yet
the state of anxiety, numbness and
despair were textbook responses to
great loss, even verging on PTSD in
several circumstances. "I haven't
slept in for three nights. I can't eat.
I can't get pictures of the plane crash
out of my mind."

The crash was a tragedy. One hun-
dred fifty families lost a mother,
father, child, spouse or sibling.
Countless thousands lost a loved
one. The mirage of safety and invin-
cibility we feel upon a major airlin-
er flying to a vacation destination
had faded.
Yet, after two days of prayer upon

prayer, puja upon puja, explanation
upon explanation of death and
karma and the afterlife, I found a
small volcano of despair within
myself beginning to grow and
threatening to rupture. My volcano
of anguish, though, was not for the
150 who had died in the plane crash,
although I certainly shed tears as I
watched the news stories of the
wreckage from the Lisbon airport
lounge with interviews of those
whose loved ones had died. No, my
deep anguish, separate from the sad-
ness at the loss of life in the crash,
was due
to a divide, a dichotomy, a chasm I
could not bridge. Finally, able to con-
tain it no longer, on the 3rd day I
found myself at Pujya Swamiji's feet
exclaiming, "How is it possible that
these people can cry day after day
for 150 people who died whom they
didn't know and whose deaths they
couldn't possibly have prevented,
and still go out and eat meat, the
practice of which causes the death
of tens of thousands of children of
starvation EVERY DAY?" "Why is
it," I wailed, "That the death of 150
well-to-do vacationers is worthy of
silence, prayer, puja and tears, while
the death of impoverished, starving
children in third world countries is
not?"
On a spiritual path that teaches non-
judgment, I struggled rather unsuc-
cessfully within myself with the
judgment I felt for those who cried
for the dead vacationers and then
went out and caused the death of
impoverished children without giv-

ing it a second thought. Clearly they
are compassionate and loving peo-
ple. Here they are mourning the
death of people they didn't even
know. So, how could that compas-
sion and love vanish the moment
they held a menu or shopping cart
in their hands? Was it merely igno-
rance? If they knew the devastation
wrought upon our world by the
meat industry, would they become
vegetarian? I am not sure about
them, as in the midst of the after-
math of the plane crash I did not
raise this issue; however, as I have
traveled the world and spoken to
innumerable audiences on vegetar-
ianism I have found a great divide.
It seems that those who are like us,
who possibly could have been us or
our loved ones, elicit our compas-
sion and empathy. Those who are
not like us, who couldn't possibly be
us or our loved one, tend not to elic-
it such feelings. They may elicit sym-
pathy-such as when we see news sto-
ries of famines in African nations or
AIDS orphans. We may send a
check to Save the Children or
Oxfam or Amnesty International.
But, derail our lives, consume our
thoughts, render us insomniacs? It
seems that only tragedies which hit
at the core of the safety we person-
ally feel have the power to affect such
powerful responses. A fatal crash of
a plane they took last week or were
planning to take next week or take
regularly, a bomb that rocks through
our favorite coffee shop or hotel or
our local airport- these are the
events that shake us to our core
despite statistics telling us we have
a MUCH greater chance of being
struck by lightning than dying in a
terrorist attack. The tens of thou-
sands of children who died yester-
day, and the day before, and who will
die again today, and tomorrow and
the day after-they don't have a
chance at all of seeing another

lightening storm, let alone being
struck by one. And their deaths are
preventable. Preventable by us, by
our choices, by our decisions. Their
deaths are, rather, caused by us, by
our choices and decisions. As we
mourn the deaths of those we could
not prevent, we cause the deaths of
others.
One pound of grain can be turned
into one pound of bread, or one
pound of pasta or one pound of rice
or corn. However, in order to pro-
duce one pound of meat, sixteen
pounds of grain are required. The
reason is that the grain is fed daily
to the animals who live, several mis-
erable years, until they are slaugh-
tered to become hamburgers or hot-
dogs. By the time the animal is killed
and the flesh is turned into packaged
meals, 16 pounds of grain have gone
into the production of each pound
of meat. That means, every time we
eat a meal of meat, we are eating the
grain of 15 other people. We are eat-
ing for 16. If my one pound of meat
requires 16 pounds of grain, rather
than my pound of pasta requiring
only a pound of grain, then every
time I choose meat I am consum-
ing the grain of 15 others. The food
supply on planet Earth is tragically
limited. Food shortages and famines
are prevalent and pervasive across
the world.
Can we really afford to make choic-
es that take the food out of the
mouths of starving children with
nearly every meal? The United
States alone produces enough grain
every day to give each and every
person on Earth two loaves of
bread a day. No one would go hun-
gry, let alone starve, on two loaves
of bread. The problem is they are
not getting the bread, for the grain
is not being used for humans.
Rather the grain is used as feed for
the cows, pigs and chickens which
become our breakfast sausage, our

lunchtime turkey sandwich or ham-
burger and our evening roast chick-
en or steak. So we get fatter, our cho-
lesterol rises, and they die. The pro-
duction of a pound of meat takes
approximately 2600 gallons
(approximately 10,000 liters) of
water. This is due to the exorbitant
amount of water used to grow the
food for the livestock, the water they
drink and are bathed in and then the
water used to try to wash the
blood, urine and feces out of the
flesh to be sold in grocery stores.
Tens of thousands of farmers across
the "developing" world are collaps-
ing on their desiccated fields. There
is no water for their parched mouths
or withered crops. Many commit
suicide, unable to face the prospect
of a tomorrow with no means to
feed themselves and their families.
Many others are taken, unwilling-
ly, by sickness and death. Others
abandon the fields of their ancestors
and flood the already overpopulat-
ed cities to wreak out a meager exis-
tence in a slum on the muddy out-
skirts of a third-world metropolis.
And a typical family consumes the
equivalent of 2600 gallons of water
during one meal of hamburgers.
The world of the 21st century can-
not live in a vacuum. We don't have
to be quantum physicists to under-
stand the way that our personal
choices and actions directly impact
the rest of the planet. What I pur-
chase, use and eat today in Rishikesh
or Delhi or London or Paris or Los
Angeles is having a direct effect on
the lives of my brothers and sisters
in other countries. Every pound of
meat that I don't eat frees up sixteen
pounds of grain and 2500 gallons of
water for other purposes.

(The writer is the president of
Divine Shakti Foundation, Rishikesh. She
left America in 1996 and settled in
Rishikesh. Views expressed here are per-
sonal )

Spirituality is always a journey
from 'without' to 'within', deep
inside one's own consciousness,
layer through layer.
Contemplation while calming
one's own senses on way to a
meditative state is integral to any
spiritual quest. Contemplation
generates an opportunity to
engage in meditation and medi-
tation fills one's mind with stabil-
ity and peace. For, the meditative
state brings down stress and anx-
iety, thereby developing positive
thinking. In clinical psychology,
emotions basically mean recog-
nising whatever is being experi-
enced through senses. Emotions
govern individual's internal uni-
verse and there is empirical evi-
dence to link one kind of feeling
with another. Dr Robert Plutchik,
the well- known American psy-
chologist, has developed emotions

and feelings chart (wheel of
emotions). It displays in
details how eight primary
emotions give birth to sever-
al other complex feelings.
Analysis of his work leads to
the conclusion that the emo-
tions of peace and calmness
in turn lead to the feelings of
compassion and generosity in
individuals. There is little
doubt that it is while on the
journey to spirituality that
one can combat the negative
emotions like fear, hatred
and sadness in the mind.
However, the question is-is
the happiness which spiritu-
ality generates only linked
with one's own self? Is spiri-
tuality a concept which has to
do with self- growth, self -
realisation and self -fulfill-
ment alone? The reality is in
fact very different. For, the
true happiness and satisfac-
tion can never really be
attained without engagement
with others, without univer-
salizing one's self and identi-
fying with all in the cosmos
and beyond, in an Oneness,
indivisible and invincible.
Scientific analysis has generated
compelling data which says that
act of giving is a powerful way to
achieve personal growth and to

ensure enduring happiness. The
act of giving stimulates the por-
tions of the brain which are asso-
ciated with healthy feelings,

expansion and deep tranquility
and love, a state which ultimate-
ly consummates into what the
Upanishads term as Ananda,

inalienable though indescribable.  
As the modern individual is liv-
ing an individualistic and clois-
tered existence, absorbed in self

and oblivious of others
around, the importance of
giving and sharing within the
community keeps fading into
insignificance. However, it is
at the same time robbing
humanity of the values like
kindness, compassion and
self-giving, the fulcrum of
true life.  
While most people find them-
selves unable to understand
the very concept of spiritual-
ity, the African communities
have actually given a new
meaning to it. The beautiful
philosophy of "ubuntu", a
South African tradition, which
in the local language means "I
am because we are", is a
humanist philosophy known
to have its cultural roots since
the mid- nineteenth century.
It is a belief strongly embed-
ded in the subconscious of the
local people. In these commu-
nities, no one eats food even
if a single individual goes
hungry. All the resources are
shared equally among the
members of the village and
there is no economic inequal-
ity between anyone.

This unshakable belief in the
unity of mankind leads to a
social structure where the satis-
faction quotient of the people is

very high. Happiness and positiv-
ity conceived and nourished in
this manner results in healthy
body and mind which lead to a
morally and spiritually fulfilled
life. 
Spirituality typically is a process
of self- transformation which
enables an individual to discov-
er the true meaning in life and
connect with a higher universal
order. By practising the core val-
ues of humanity, one can redis-
cover his purpose of existence,
lost in the wasteland of narcis-
sism, self-love. A life immersed
in love for others and service to
others is the best way to discov-
er true spirituality. Self-denial and
self-giving leads to self-fulfill-
ment, something which helps
one to go for the deeper and
deeper layer of self-discovery.  No
religious conduct or specific
practices can yield the same
internal peace as a life of giving
and sharing can.
In the words of Swami
Vivekananda: "You have to grow
from the inside out. None can
teach you, none can make you
spiritual. There is no other
teacher but your own soul. They
alone live who live for others". 

(The writer is a former officer of
Government  of Uttarakhand)

We, Hindus, have a solution to offer. But our
solution is not based on materialism. All the

attempts and experiments made so far were based on
theories or 'isms' stemming from materialism. And
materialism has no answer to the very salient and
fundamental question "Why at all should people aspire
for world unity and human welfare? Why should they
at all feel pained at the sight of man set against man?
Why should we at all love each other?" From the
materialist point of view, we are all gross entities, each
separate and exclusive in itself, who can have no bonds
of mutual affinity or affection. There can also be no
inner restraint in such beings, which can make them
control their selfishness from running amuck, in the
interest of the humanity as a whole. After all, any
arrangement evolved for achieving world welfare can
be fruitful only to the extent the men behind it are
inspired by real love for mankind which will enable
them to mould their individual and national conduct
in tune with the welfare of humanity. Without that
supreme urge, any scheme, however good its purpose
may be, will only provide one more alluring mask for
the aggrandizement of power-drunk nations. That has
been the uniform verdict of history right up to the
present times. Our ancient Hindu philosophers,
therefore, had turned their gaze to a plane higher than
materialism. They delved deep into the mysteries of the
human soul, well beyond the reach of material science,
and discovered the Ultimate Reality, which pervades
all Creation, the one great common principle present
in all beings, whatever the name we may give it-Soul,
God, Truth, Reality or Nothingness. It is the occasional
realisation of this common entity that inspires us to
strive for the happiness of others. The 'I' in me, being
the same as the 'I' in the other beings, makes me react
to the joys and sorrows of my fellow living beings just
as I react to my own. This genuine feeling of identity
born out of the community of the inner entity is the
real driving force behind our natural urge for human
unity and brotherhood. Thus it is evident, that world
unity and human welfare can be made real, only to the
extent mankind realises this common Inner Bond,
which alone can subdue the passions and discords
stemming from materialism, broaden the horizon of
the human mind and harmonise the individual and
national aspirations with the welfare of mankind.
Now, we come to the second question. How will that
One Common Substratum manifest itself in the
complicated organism of human society? Will it result
in eliminating all distinctive features of nations and
roll them all into one uniform pattern? Or will it make
the various groups of people come together in a spirit
of comradeship realising the innate oneness of
mankind while preserving their individual
nationalities? Here again, our philosophers have
unmistakably pointed out the path of real human
happiness. Just as an individual, a nation - an aggregate
of individuals - too has an individuality all its own.
Individuals and nations in all parts of the globe have
distinctive traits and features, each of them having its
own place in the scheme of the universe. The different
human groups are marching forward, all towards the
same goal, each in its own way and in keeping with its
own characteristic genius. The destruction of the
special characteristics, whether of an individual, or of a
group, will therefore not only destroy the natural
beauty of harmony but also its joy of self-expression.
Evolution of human life also, which is a multifaceted
one, is retarded thereby. For, it is a matter of common
experience that it is only by developing one's unique
characteristic that man rises to his full stature and
enjoys bliss and happiness. So, to seek harmony among
the various characteristics has been our special
contribution to the world thought. The oft-quoted
feature of our racial genius, that is, of recognising unity
amidst diversity, stems from this deep appreciation of
the principles that water the roots of human unity,
human happiness and evolution. Thus, in short, we
stand for a harmonious synthesis among nations and
not their obliteration. Needless to say, the idea of
creating a stateless condition of levelling all human
beings to one particular plane of physical existence,
erasing their individual and group traits, is foreign to
us. The World State of our concept will, therefore,
evolve out of a federation of autonomous and self-
constrained nations under a common centre linking
them all.
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Roger Federer said that he did not want
to lose in front of his young family as
he was pushed all the way for the sec-

ond match in a row at the Shanghai Masters
on Thursday.

The reigning champion squeezed into
the quarter-finals after eventually defeating
the 28th-ranked Spaniard Roberto Bautista
Agut 6-3, 2-6, 6-4.

The top seed will play Japan's eighth
seed Kei Nishikori, while Novak Djokovic
and Alexander Zverev are also through,
albeit with far less hassle.

The 37-year-old Swiss great was forced
to fight in his opening match on Wednesday
against Russia's Daniil Medvedev.

Normal order appeared to have been
restored when the 20-time Grand Slam
champion comfortably claimed the first set
against Bautista Agut.

But the Spaniard earned a piece of per-
sonal history after that, winning the second
set — the first time he had taken a set against
the Swiss maestro.

The 30-year-old Bautista Agut had the
whiff of an upset in his nostrils and the
prospect of a first victory over the Swiss at
the eighth attempt.

But in the ninth game of the deciding
set, Federer made the breakthrough on his
opponent's serve, pumping his fist as anoth-
er hard-won victory loomed into view.

Federer's wife Mirka and their four chil-
dren were in the arena and he said after-
wards: "I'm not sure if they give me more
courage fighting on court, but they were here
today.

"I was telling myself, particularly tonight
I cannot do this (lose) because they were
there, but I don't know how much I draw
from that, quite honestly."

Federer said that two stern encounters
had set him up nicely for Nishikori on
Friday.

"I hope it's going to help me that I played
against Medvedev and also Bautista Agut,

two really good baseliners.
"From that standpoint, I feel like I found

a rhythm."
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One player who will not be in the quar-

ter-finals is Juan Martin del Potro after he
hobbled out of the tournament.

The Argentine world number four, who
had already been suffering with a virus, lost

his footing at 5-5 in the first set against
Croatia's Borna Coric.

The 30-year-old Del Potro had lengthy
treatment and strapping put on his knee, but
conceded the match after losing the first set
7-5.

Coric, the 13th seed, faces Australia's
unseeded Matthew Ebden next

Second seed Djokovic enjoyed a mea-
sure of revenge as he booked his spot in the

quarter-finals with a 6-4, 6-0 demolition of
Marco Cecchinato.

The Serbian was stunned by the Italian
— ranked 72 in the world at the time -- in
the French Open quarter-finals earlier this
year.

It was part of a wretched run of form
Djokovic suffered after elbow surgery in
February.

But he exploded back to life mid-sea-

son, winning Wimbledon, the Cincinnati
Masters and US Open.

The 31-year-old says he is back close to
the kind of blistering form that has brought
him 14 Grand Slams.

Djokovic will play South Africa's sev-
enth seed Kevin Anderson and said he was
arrowing in on Rafael Nadal's top ranking.
The Spaniard is not in Shanghai due to
injury.

"Obviously, I'm going to try to do every-
thing I can to get to number one," said
Djokovic.

"That's one of the — probably the—
biggest goal of the end of the season."

Rising star Zverev was similarly emphat-
ic as he brushed aside Australian teenager
Alex de Minaur, 6-1, 6-4.

The German fourth seed will next play
11th seed Kyle Edmund.
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Keen to see India improv-
ing their away record,

national football team captain
Sunil Chhetri Thursday said
defense will be the key when
they play an international
friendly against China after 21
years on Saturday.

"We have to defend really
well. By the look and feel, I
believe we have to do a lot of
defending. We should not
afford them much space. At
the same time, whenever we
find a little room of opportu-
nity, we have to construct the
moves and counter them,"
said Cheetri.

"To sum it up, it's a game
where we must be at the top
of our game in every single
department. If we are not
being able to combine well
and operate as a team, then
they'll make us struggle a lot,"
he said.

Chettri said India have
not done well away from our
home and it's time to better
"our records".

"It's the time to do so. I
just hope we can utilise this
opportunity to go back and
give a good account of our-
selves. We have to convince

ourselves first that yes, we are
improving. Come January, it
will be very difficult for us and
we have to be ready for that."

"I'm happy that we are
playing a team like China. It's
strange that we are playing
them after so long. We should
have played them more often.
I'm very excited because they
are a quality opponent and
they have always been a
respected side in Asia."

Chettri missed out on
India's last away fixture
against the Kyrgyzstan due to
an injury. 

He is keen to make his
presence count but will not
take pressure.

"I don't take too much
pressure on myself. I'm happy
that I'm back to the team once
again, that too for an away fix-
ture. It's very difficult but it's
something where I want to be.
Thank God, everyone seems
to be fit, I'm fit too. I can't just
wait to go out there and give
our best on Saturday."

The charismatic captain
said he was more focussed on
the team doing well than per-
sonal accomplishments.

"If you focus on personal
goals, then you'll go in a dif-
ferent direction where you
don't actually want to head.
We are a team and that's the
most important thing. I'm
one of the senior players,
actually, the senior most play-
er and I have my responsibil-
ity towards the team. What we
achieve individually is impor-
tant but it's never ever more
than the team does."

China are being coached
by World Cup-wining Italian
Marcelo Lippi but Chhetri
said every team playing at
home is dangerous.

"Forget about China —
any team who's not as fancy as
China are always threatening
at their home. China are one
of the Asian teams who are
doing really great in Football
of late. The League has gone
from strength to strength and
the National team has bene-
fitted from that under a
respectable coach like Marcelo
Lippi.

"That's going to be the
perfect challenge that we need
to assess ourselves. We have
done really well in the last
couple of years but now it'll
help us gauge ourselves before
the Asian Cup." 
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India endured a medal-less outing at
the Youth Olympics after the Gold

rush of the previous three days as the
women's hockey team lost to Argentina
and rising table tennis player Archana
Kamath went down in the Bronze
medal match here.

Kamath, who became the first
Indian paddler to enter the semifinals
of Youth Olympics, gave her all against
Romania's Andreea Dragoman before
losing 11-8, 11-13, 9-11, 5-11, 9-11 in
the semifinal played on Wednesday
night (wee hours of Thursday in
India).

The Indian under-18 women's
hockey team suffered its first loss of the
Youth Olympics' five-a-side competi-
tion, going down 2-5 to hosts
Argentina.

After three successive wins, India
lost the toughest match they played in
the event.

Argentina opened the scoring
with a seventh minute goal through
Celina Di Santo. India's Mumtaz Khan
equalised soon after in the eighth
minute but the hosts regained the lead
in the 10th minute with a field goal by
Sofia Ramallo.

The second period, however, was
totally dominated by Argentina as they
showcased brilliant attack that helped
them score back-to-back in the 12th,
17th and 19th minute through Sofia,

Josefina Rubenacker and Gianella
Palet respectively.

The Indian team will face South
Africa in its fifth match of the com-
petition.

A little later in the day, the men's
hockey team too did not get the result
it wanted, losing 3-4 to Australia in a
keenly contested contest. Davis Miles,
James Collins, Alistair Murray, Bradely
Marais scored for Australia while
India struck through Vivek Sagar
Prasad, who found the net twice, and
Shivam Anand.

On Thursday morning, swimmer
Advait Page disappointed in Heat 3,
finishing seventh. The medal-less day
for India came after it won three his-
toric Gold medals in as many days. 

Another medal could be assured
if rising badminton star Lakshya Sen
wins his semifinal against Japan's
Kodai Naraoka later on Thursday. 
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India took over the podium in men's high
jump T42/63 category, claiming all the

medals up for grabs with defending cham-
pion Sharad Kumar smashing two records
to snare a second successive Gold in the
Asian Para Games here on Thursday.

The 26-year-old world championships
Silver-medallist bettered the Asian as well
as the Games record with a jump of 1.90m
to claim the top honours. The T42/63 cov-
ers lower limb deficiency, leg length dif-
ference, impaired muscle power and
impaired range of movement.

The silver was claimed by Rio
Paralympic Bronze-medallist Varun Bhati
(1.82m) and the Bronze went to the Rio
Gold-medallist Thangavelu Mariyappan
(1.67m). Bhati's jump was his season's best
effort.

Sharad, who hails from Bihar, suffered
paralysis in his left leg at the age of two after
being administered a spurious polio med-
icine at the local eradication drive. He has
been a former world number one.

Earlier, Indian javelin thrower Sundar
Singh Gurjar won a Silver medal in the
men's F46 category where two-time
Paralympic Gold-medallist Devendra
Jhajharia finished fourth.

In the same event, Rinku picked up a
Bronze medal to make it an India-domi-
nated podium. The F46 category of dis-
ability covers upper limb deficiency,
impaired muscle power or impaired range
of movement.

India also logged a Bronze in the men's
400m T13 category with Avnil Kumar

claiming the third position. The T13 clas-
sification deals with visual impairment.

In javelin throw, Gurjar notched up his
silver with an effort of 61.33m in his fifth
attempt. Gurjar trained for 22 days in
Finland before the Games, an exercise that
was backed by the Sports Authority of India
(SAI).

However, it was disappointment for
Jhajharia, a Silver-winner in the in the last
Asian Para Games in Incheon.

In the men's 400m race, Avnil Kumar
clocked 52sec to fetch a Bronze. The Gold
in this event was won by Iran's Omid
Zarifsanayei, who took 51.41sec to complete
the race, while Thailand's Songwut Lamsan.

Medals tumbled in for India in other
track-and-field events as well with Anandan
Gunasekram claiming the men's 400m
Silver in the T44, 62/64 classification,

while Vinay Kumar settled for a Bronze.
In the T45/46/47 classification for

men's 400m, Sandeep Maan fetched a
Bronze medal.

Jayanti Behera clinched the women's
400m Silver in the T45/46/47 classification.

In the women's 400m classification that
deals with visual impairment (T12), Radha
Venkatesh took the Bronze medal.

In swimming, India fetched a bronze
with Swapnil Patil finishing third in the
men's 400m freestyle S10. 

India remained on the ninth place in
the overall tally with eight Gold, 17 Silver
and 25 Bronze medals. The country added
13 podiums to its tally Thursday for a total
of 50 medals.

China continued to dominate with 137
Gold, 69 Silver and 49 Bronze, followed by
South Korea.
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Ruslan Malinovskiy cancelled out
Federico Bernardeschi's second

half strike as Italy were held 1-1 by
Ukraine in an international friend-
ly in Genoa on Wednesday during
which the victims of the bridge col-
lapse in the city were remembered.

Bernardeschi's low strike beat
Ukraine goalkeeper Andriy Pyatov
after 55 minutes, but seven minutes
later Malinovskiy volleyed in for the
visitors.

Italy coach Roberto Mancini
spent most of his playing career in
Genoa, at Sampdoria, and the
friendly at the Stadio Luigi Ferraris
was organised to raise money for
those affected by the collapse of the
Morandi bridge on August 14.

Mancini, 53, was the most
capped player in Sampdoria's history
and also the Genoa club's top scor-
er winning a Serie A, four Italian
Cup and a European Cup Winners
Cup with the club.

For Italy the game was a warm-
up ahead of the weekend's Nations
League game against Poland, with
the Ukraine playing the Czech
Republic on Tuesday. Paris St
Germain midfielder Marco Veratti
returned after a long lay-off with
Cagliari midfielder Nicolo Barella,
21, making his senior Italy debut.

Pyatov has made a number of
f ine saves,  clearing a low

Bernardeschi curling shot after five
minutes and a Leonardo Bonucci
volley.

There was a double chance just
before half-t ime, as Lorenzo
Insigne's effort was beaten away by
Pyatov and a Barella volley deflect-
ed over.

But Bernardeschi finally got the
better of Pyatov after 55 minutes
before being replaced by Lazio's Ciro
Immobile.

Federico Chiesa missed a chance
to close down the game for the
Italians, and moments later Mykyta
Burda headed down for Malinovskiy
to volley in.

The Ukraine play the Czech
Republic at home in Kharkiv on
Tuesday.
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India's ruthless home run is unlike-
ly to be challenged when the team
takes on a below-par West Indies in

the second Test Friday in what threat-
ens to be another lopsided contest.

After the hosts won the first Test
by a record innings and 272 runs, there
are hardly any signs that there will be
a change in the script as the second Test
promises to be another run-feast.

Add to it, skipper Jason Holder is
still not 100 per cent fit and their only
fast bowler of repute Shannon Gabriel
is a doubtful starter for the encounter.
India, on the other hand, have not made
any changes to the squad that won the
first game inside three days in Rajkot.

The lop-sided matches are hardly
the kind of preparation the Indian team
would have wanted before the big-tick-
et series against Australia starting
December.

In fact, Virat Kohli's team might not
be able to escape a sense of deja vu as
it goes into the second Test.

In 2011, India dominated West
Indies 2-0 in a one-sided series before
crashing to a 0-4 defeat against Australia
Down Under.

Similarly, in 2013 when India won
both Test matches well inside three
days, the next tour of South Africa did-
n't pan out well as they lost the series.

It is just an indicator that the West

Indies Test teams over the years have
not been competitive enough to chal-
lenge the Indian team, which is anyway
formidable on home turf.

In contests like these, the focus is
on challenging one's own self which
skipper Virat Kohli did in the first Test
where he scored 139 off 230 balls.

While 18-year-old Prithvi Shaw
expectedly hogged the limelight with a
smashing ton on debut, Kohli's innings
was a master-class of how to set a dif-
ferent challenge for oneself as a bats-
man.

The West Indies
bowling, which at
best can be com-
pared to a lower
rung first-class side
in India, could have
been taken to the
cleaners but the
Indian skipper hit
only 10 fours in his
knock -- significantly less
than Shaw's 19 boundaries
and Cheteshwar Pujara's 14
hits.

The bulk of the runs -
99 of them came in singles
and doubles. Perhaps, he
was trying to check if he
curbs certain strokes, how
his game will shape up. He
showed a different facet to
his batsmanship during

the 24th Test hundred.
The only area of concern for India

will be vice-captain Ajinkya Rahane's
form, who was touted as the best play-
er in overseas conditions back in 2013-
14 season, when he scored 96 at

Durban, 118 at Wellington, 103 at the
Lord's and 145 at Melbourne.

Rahane has gone without a Test
hundred for nearly 14 months (last
hundred came against Sri Lanka in
August 2017).

His career has tapered off a bit in
the last couple of years. And the second
Test would be last shot to get back into
a good frame of mind before the
Australia series, which could be make

or break for him.
The Indian team has decided

against any experiments with Mayank
Agarwal failing to find a place in the XII
for this game.

Bowling coach Bharath Arun put
up a strong argument for the out-of-
form KL Rahul (14 failures in 16
knocks this year).

The decision to play him for this
Test is a fair enough indication that
India will be looking at the Rahul-Shaw
combination going into that first Test
against Australia in Adelaide on
December 6.

Shardul Thakur continues to be the
12th man as a 2-0 series win is para-
mount for the home team at this point
of time.

Mohammed Shami and Umesh
Yadav will also like to use this oppor-
tunity well as they are unlikely to fea-
ture in the ODI series.

For West Indies, the aim will to at
least put up some fight unlike the Rajkot
game where they didn't even last 100
overs across both innings.

Kieran Powell's 83 and Roston
Chase's 53 were the only notable con-
tributions from the Caribbean batting
line-up in the first game.

In the second innings, it looked as
if the batsmen were in a tearing hurry
to hit every ball where the need of the
hour was to show patience.

The West Indies' slide in Test is a
combination of both lack of application
and technique needed to compete at the
highest level.

They would love to redeem them-
selves, which looks highly unlikely as
of now.
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Stop the comparisons and let Prithvi Shaw be -- Indian cap-
tain Virat Kohli on Thursday demanded "some space" for

the teenage sensation, whose batting has drawn parallels with
the likes of Sachin Tendulkar and Virender Sehwag.

Hailed as a child prodigy, Shaw had a cracking Test debut
against the West Indies team, hitting 134 off 154 balls in the
first Test against Rajkot. The knock led to a media frenzy and
a series of comments on how he is destined for greatness.

On the eve of the second Test here, the skipper, who tast-
ed stardom quite early himself, took queries on the 18-year-
old and called for some space.

"I don't think he should be rushed into anything yet because
you need to give a youngster a space to grow, in his own abil-
ities. This guy is supremely talented and he has got great abil-
ity as everyone saw," the skipper said at the pre-match press
conference.

"We definitely think he (Shaw) has it in him to play at the
highest level and he can repeat what he did in the first game.
He is a very keen learner, a sharp guy. He understands situa-
tions well. We are all very happy for him," he added.

Kohli echoed India opener Gautam Gambhir, who
Wednesday said
that people should
stop comparing
him to the great
Virender Sehwag.

"We shouldn't
compare him to
anyone yet.  We
shouldn't put him
in a space where he
feels pressure of any
kind and he should
be left in a space
where he enjoys his
cricket and slowly
grows into a player
we all believe in."

Tournaments
like the IPL, the A
tours, live coverage
of the U-19 tourna-
ments put young-
sters under instant
spotlight and Kohli
agreed that they are
more equipped to
handle pressure sit-
uations.

"Definitely it
could be one of the
reasons (early
exposure) because
they are already
exposed to the
environment that

the international game would replicate. But there's always pres-
sure of playing for the country.

"When you get that cap in the morning of the game, there's
always butterflies in the stomach and I am sure everyone feels
that pressure.

"But I am sure it is not as intense as 10-15 years back, when
you didn't have any exposure in this kind of cricket and sud-
denly you are put out there in a Test match making your debut
for India - the highest or toughest thing there could be."

IPL is one of the tournaments that had helped youngsters
not get overawed by top flight cricket.

"So I agree with the fact that they have played in situations
in the IPL where they play in front of so many people that they
are not nervous anymore at the big stage.

"...I think they are not overawed by the scenario and I think
that's always going to be an advantage because the guys com-
ing in can start doing the job from game one which both these
young guys have done that and Hanuma (Vihari) as well. They
are supremely confident guys, those who are coming up (the
ranks)."

The skipper scored his 24th hundred in Rajkot where he
ran nearly 100 runs (99) in singles and doubles.
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Australia hung on for a sensa-
tional draw in the first test

against Pakistan after opening
batsman Usman Khawaja scored
a patient century on the last day
Thursday.

Needing an improbable 462
runs for victory, Australia batted
for a draw and survived a testing
last hour eight wickets down.

After legspinner Yasir Shah
snared Khawaja, Mitchell Starc,
and Peter Siddle within eight
balls, Australia captain Tim
Paine, 61 not out, and No. 10
batsman Nathan Lyon, 5 not
out, held out against Pakistan.

Australia finished on 362-8,
its longest fourth innings for a

draw, after 202 in the first
innings.

Pakistan scored 482 and 181-
6 declared.

All of Khawaja's 8 1/2-hour
toil in which he scored 141 off
302 balls seemed to have gone in
vain when Shah claimed him and
two other quick wickets to give
back Pakistan a big sniff of vic-
tory.

But Paine and Lyon thwart-
ed Pakistan bowlers over the last
12 overs to pull off a remarkable
draw.

Khawaja and Paine seemed
to be carrying Australia to safe-
ty in their sixth-wicket stand last-
ing 36 overs.

But just after the left-hand-
ed Khawaja made the highest

score by any visiting batsman in
Asia, passing Daniel Vettori's 140
in 2009 in Colombo, he was out.
He missed a sweep shot off Shah's

delivery around the wicket and
was plumb leg before wicket.

Starc was brilliantly snapped
up on 1 close to the wicket by

Babar Azam, and Siddle fell lbw
for zero off a sharp Shah delivery.

But Paine and Lyon batted
resolutely against Shah (4-114),
seamer Mohammad Abbas (3-
56), and offspinner Bilal Asif, who
took six wickets in the first
innings but none in the second.

Earlier, Pakistan had to wait
until after lunch to get the day's
first breakthrough when
Mohammad Hafeez had Travis
Head (72) lbw off the very first
ball with the second new ball.

This ended a brilliant 132-
run, fourth-wicket stand as Head
dug in on a wearing pitch in his
debut test. He hit five fours in his
175-ball knock.

Khawaja completed his cen-
tury off 224 balls with 10 fours.

Then Shah claimed his first wick-
et of the match by snaring Marnus
Labuschagne (13) lbw off a quick-
er legbreak.

Pakistan came close to dis-
missing Khawaja on 109, but
Azhar Ali's throw from long off
missed the stumps at the non-
striker's end with the batsman
way out of his crease.

Australia resumed the day on
136-3, needing an unlikely 326
more runs to win.

Khawaja and Head added 79
runs together in the first session,
and Khawaja led them in gather-
ing 74 more in the second session.
Khawaja departed an hour into
the last session, but he'd given his
teammates a blueprint on how to
defend.
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West Indies all-rounder Roston Chase says
they  are better-prepared to tackle young

Indian batsman Prithvi Shaw, whose initial
onslaught had set the tone for their embarrass-
ing defeat in the first Test.

Young Shaw scored a century on debut, play-
ing a key role in India's big win in the series-
opener.

"I am sure our guys would have learnt quick-
ly from what happened in the first Test and we
will know some of the strengths of the young
Shaw, who really took us apart early in the game.
I am sure we will learn from our mistakes in the
first game and move on smartly in
the second game," Chase said on
the eve of the second Test.

While there is a plan
in place for Shaw, Chase
didn't want to divulge.

"We had a long chat
after the first Test and
came up with some plans.
We discussed how we are
looking to bowl at him in the
second Test along with some of the
other batters. I can't obviously dis-
cuss our plans in the conference.
I think we have a better idea of
what we are looking to do against
him."

One of the positives going
into the second Test is the
presence of senior-
most pacer Kemar
Roach and captain
Jason Holder.

"It's always good
to have the captain back. I am not sure what the
line-up will be for the next match. Can't really
say who is playing but it's really good to have
Kemar Roach back, a very senior player and
brings a lot of experience to the team. So yeah,
it's good to have both of them back."

Chase also explained the reasons for his
team's batting debacle in the first Test.

“India scoring 600-odd runs. It was always
going to be a hard task for us to comeback and
surpass that score. I thought that on the first
afternoon that we batted, guys were a bit tired
having fielded so many overs. But after that, I
thought we didn't really apply ourselves on the
pitch.”
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Dashing keeper-batsman Rishabh
Pant forced his way into the

Indian ODI set-up for the first time
as the national selection committee
got down to put in place a succession
plan for the legendary Mahendra
Singh Dhoni.

Pant, who had scored 114 and 92
in his previous two Test appearances,
has been a prolific white ball player
who replaced the inconsistent Dinesh
Karthik as Dhoni's cover.

The southpaw is expected to be
one of the missing links in the
Indian ODI team's middle order jig-
saw puzzle.

Asked if Pant will be playing
purely as batsman, chairman of
selectors MSK Prasad said: "Yes,
definitely but if need arises he will be
the back-up keeper."

While Dhoni remains the first-
choice keeper till the World Cup,
Prasad indicated that young Pant is
a long-term investment.

"It is no brainer who is our No 1
wicketkeeper. In search of second

wicketkeeper, we have given oppor-
tunities to DK and right now we are
giving opportunity to Rishabh Pant.
At an appropriate time, we will take
a call as to who is the best among the
two."

Prasad indicated that they have

now zeroed in on a couple of names
for the two middle-order slots.

Another interesting inclusion
was of Mohammed Shami, who last
played an ODI in September last year.
He will be looked at as a potential
third seamer option.

"I have been telling this for a
quite some time that we are just 18
ODIs away from now before we play
first game of the World Cup and so
we need to figure out our fast
bowlers and in this process we have
picked Shami," said Prasad.

It is learnt that skipper Virat
Kohli, who was rested for the Asia
Cup, returns to play all five ODIs
while Bhuvneshwar Kumar and
Jasprit Bumrah are set to comeback
during the second phase of the
series.

The chairman of selectors also
said that Dhoni will take part in the
Vijay Hazare Trophy knock-out
phase, representing Jharkhand.

On Kedar Jadhav, it was learnt
that he will be available for the last
three ODIs as he is still recovering
from a hamstring injury.
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Shane Warne believes England should seri-
ously consider replacing Joe Root with Jos

Buttler as Test captain to allow Root to focus
on becoming the world's best batsman.

Australia spin great Warne says the
Yorkshire star could dominate the global game
with the bat and feels Buttler would make a
"very, very good" Test skipper. Warne worked
with Buttler in his role as mentor for Indian
Premier League team Rajasthan Royals and
is convinced the Lancashire player has cred-
ible Test leadership skills.

"I've worked with Jos a bit this year, and
I think he's someone who would make an
excellent captain," said Warne. "I really
enjoyed working with him, I'd like to think
I helped him out a little bit." Warne, who is
promoting his autobiography, said Root is 
England's best player but would be disap-
pointed with his conversion rate when it came
to hundreds.

"He'd love to have more hundreds to be
able to be spoken about in the same sentences
as Virat Kohli and Steve Smith," he said.

"Maybe England could think about their
best player having the shackles off, not hav-
ing the responsibility of captaincy, and give
it to someone like Jos Buttler," he added.

"If he (Root) totally 100 percent con-
centrates on his cricket, his batting and
nothing else, then maybe we might see Joe
Root become the best batsman in the
world," Warne said. "He's got the talent to
do it." 
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